
IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

1.0 I!:'

I.I

1.25

28
IM
2.2

'- — 12.01^

1.4 1.6

V}

vl
VI

c*:

A

'"^jt S'

7

/^

Photographic

Sciences
Corporation

23 .» -riT MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, N.Y. MS80
(716) 872-4503



<-.

&>/

CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions / Institut Canadian de microreproductions historiques



Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,
which may alter any of the images in the
reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

D

D

D

D

D

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

I
1

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagde

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaur6e et/ou pellicul6e

I I

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes g6ographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

I I

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

Relid avec d'autres documents

r~71 Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion

along interior margin/
La reliure serrde peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distortion le long de la marge intirieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from filming/

II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutdes
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,

mais, lorsque cela dtait possible, ces pages n'ont
pas 6t6 filmdes.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires suppl^mentaires;

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilleur exemplaire
qu'il lui a 6t6 possible de se procurer. Les details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la mithode normale de filmage
sont indiqu6s ci-dessous.

I

I

Coloured pages/

y

D

Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommag^es

Pages restored and/oi
Pages restaurdes et/ou p&lliculies

Pages discoloured, stained or foxc(

Pages d6color6es, tachetdes ou piquies

Pages detached/
Pages d6tach6es

Showthrough/
Transparence

I

I

Pages damaged/

I

I Pages restored and/or laminated/

r~| Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

I I

Pages detached/

I

I Showthrough/

Quality of print varies/

Quality indgale de I'impression

I

I Includes supplementary material/

Comprend du materiel suppl^mentaire

Only edition available/

Seule Edition disponible

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,

etc., ont dti filmies d nouveau de fa9on d

obtenir la meilleure image possible.

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est film6 au taux de reduction indiquA ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X



The copy fllmtd hare has bean raproducad thanks
to tha ganaroslty of:

Library Division

Provincial Archives of British Columbia

Tha imagas appaaring hara ara the bast quality
posslbia consldaring tha condition and laglblllty
of tha original copy and in kaaping with tha
fllnning contract spaclficatlons.

Original coplas in printad papar covers are fllmad
beginning with tha front covar and ending on
tha last page with a printad or illustrated impres-
sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other originel copies ere filmed beginning on the
first paqn with a printed or illustrated impres
sion, and ending on the last page with e printed
or illustrsted impression.

The lest recorded frame on each microfiche
shall contain tha symbol —-^ (meaning "CON-
TINUED"), or tha symbol v (meaning "END"),
whichever applies.

Maps, plates, charts, etc., may be filmed at
different reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are filmed
beginning in tha upper left hand corner, left to
right and top to bottom, as many frames as
required. The following diagrams illustrate the
method:

L'exemplaire fllmA fut reproduit grice A la

gAntrosit* da:

Library Division

Provincial Archives of British Columbia

Lea imeges sulvantas ont AtA reprodultes avac ie

plus grand soin, compta tenu de la condition at
da la nattet* de l'exemplaire film*, et en
conformity avac las conditions du contrat de
fllmaga.

Las exempleires originaux dont la couverture en
papier est Imprimte sont fllmts en commenqant
par Ie premier plat et en terminant soit par la

darni4re pege qu: comporte une empreinta
d'impression ou d'iliustratlon, soit par la second
plet, selon Ie cas. Tous las autras axempiaires
originaux sont fllmAs en commengant par la

pramiAre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration et en terminant par
la darniire page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

Un des symboies suivants apparaitra sur la

darnlAre Image de cheque microfiche, salon Ie

cas: ie symbols —^ signifie "A SUIVRE". Ie

symbols V signifie "FIN".

Les certes, planches, tableaux, etc.. peuvent Atre
fiimAs A dei taux da reduction diffArants.
Lorsque Ie document est trop grand pour Atre
reproduit en un seul clichA. il est filmA A partir
de tangle tupArieur gauche, de gauche A droite,
et de haut en bas. en prenant ie nombre
d'images nAceasaire. Les diagrammes suivants
iilustrent la mAthode.

1



' '
' [' A ! rf '

' '
''

., Iff, v. / /. ',)/•/,'/(/. ^ ,/,./,,





/-

I'UlNTbU liV M'liOWAN ANO CO., ORKAT WISUmLL SXBBKT.

vr'.-'' ..



DIRECTIONS TO TIlIl BINDER.

Head of Captain Parry to lart; Knf^raved Title page.

Tlic Vessels of the Polar Expedition forcing through the Ice 10

View of an Iceberg fi2

\'iew of the Vessels as frozen in 03

Snow Sledge 108

Captain Franklin 304

Kahit.ilions in Nootka Sound 314

House of a Missionary 388

A Winter's Night 412

]<el/(ini .... >';4I

Alexandria 543

Sand Storm GOB

The Tomhs of the Ivings 013

Cily of Memphis G21

Mi'lzoni leaving I''gy|>t 053

('!i))lain Ross G-'>4

Sailing Canoe of Otalieitc G!(3

Captain Cook 701

Captain lieecliey 782

Uinial I'lacc in Otalicite 78.'i

Boats of the Friendly Islands "80

Sepulchre at Loo Clioo 822

Western Esquimaux 824

Finding a Seaman 841

Ice Islands 854

The Victory frozen in 872

CajUain Ross in his Polar Dress 88-")

Captain Ross's Interview 8S<)

Snow Village 908

Captain IJuck 987

31482

PROV "J
"

. '. ': lA.lY
VlOTi^M.A, O. G.



T
Pan
a na

ers.

mill

but

T

onl}

moi

tion

is 8

wh(

are

eve

tioi

wit

em

life

not

ll'lB

001

edi



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS

CAPTAINS PARRY, ROSS,

AND OTHERS.

A HE very great inttiOflt whicli Jin- Voyn^cs of Capt

Parry have excited in the public mind, cannot but render

a narrative of the occurrenceH valuable to all claaues of read-

ers. The journals already published embrace a volu-

minous account, interesting to nautical and scientific inen,

but of little importance to the general reader.

The narrative presented in the succeeding pages embrace:^

only those incidents which will lead the reader to appreciate

more than ever the blessings he enjoys, under the protec-

tion of just laws, mildly and equitably administered. It

is said that history is philusophy teaching by examples,

when the reader is introduced to a knowledge, that there

are many of hii fellow men who have a very limited supply

even of the necessaries of life, with the almost entire privu-

tiou of those social and other comforts which are placed

within the grasp of almost every individual of the British

empire, how will he be led to be satisflud in the station of

life assigned him ; and instead of murmuring that he has

not all he desires, he will feel sentiments of gratitude that

hia comforts are so numerous as they are. To draw such

conclusions is the proper duty of the reader ; and then only

education becomes useful to society, when the information

U
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it obtains iiiilucnccs and regulates tlic will and affections,

and produces order and propriety of conduct.

The idea of a passage to tlie East Indies liy the North

Polo was sugf^ested as early as the year 1527, by Robert

Thome, merchant, of Bristol, as a|)pears from two papers

preserved by Ilackluit ; the one addressed to king Henry

VIII ; the other to Dr. Ley, the king's ambassador to

Charles V. In that addressed to the king he says, " I

know it to bo my bomidcn duty to manifest this secret to

your grace, which hitlierto, I suppose, has been hid."

This secret appears to be the honour and advantage which

would be derived from the discovery of a passage by the

North Pole. lie represents in the strongest terms the

glory which the kings of Spain and Portugal had obtained

by their discoveries East and \Ves{, and exhorts the king

to enudatc their fame by undertaking discoveries towards

the North. He states in a very masterly style the reputa-

tion that must attend the attempt, and the great benefits

likely to accrue to the subjects of this country, from tlieir

advantageous situation, should it be crowned with success,

which, he observes, seems to make; the exploring this, the

only hitherto undiscovered part, the king's peculiar duty.

To remove any olijection to the undertaking which might

be drawn from the sup|>osed danger, ho insists upon "the

great a«lvantagcs of constant day-light in seas, that men
say, without groat danger, didieulty, and j)eril, yea, rather,

it is impossible to pass ; for they being past this little way
which they named so dangerous (which may be two or three

leagues before they come to the Pole, and as much more
after they pass the Pole), it is clear from thenceforth the

seas and lands arc as temperatv.- as in these parts."

In the paper addressed to Dr. Ley he enters more mi-

nutely into the advantages and practicability of the under-

taking. Amongst many other arguments to prove the

value of the discovery, he urges, that by sailing northward

and j)assing the Pole, the navi<;ation from Kngiand to (lie
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•Spioe I»Iiin(ls would be shorter, by more than two thou-

sand leagiic'B, than eithrr from Spain by the straits of Ma-
gellan, or Portugal by tlic Cape of Good Hope ; and to shew

the likelihood of success in the cntcri)rizc he says, it in as

probable that tlie cosnioi>;raphcrs should be mistaken in the

opinion they entertain of the polar regions being impassa-

ble from extreme cold, as, it has been found, they were, in

supposing the countries under tlic line to be uniidit\i)itable

from excessive heat. With all tlie spirit of a man convinced

of the glory to be gained, nnd the probability of success in

the undertaking, he adds,—" God knovveth, that though

by it I should have no great interest, yet 1 have had, and

still have, no little mind of this business ; so that if 1 had

faculty to my will, it should be the first thing that I would

understand, even to attempt, if our seas northward be na-

vigabie to the Pole or no " Notwithstanding the many

good arguments, with which he Gupporied his proposition,

and the offer of his own services, it does not appear that he

prevailed so far as to procure an altenipt to he made.

No voyage appears, indeed, to have been undertaken

to explore the |)ol:ir seas, till the year 11307, when " Henry

Hudson was set forth, at the charge of certain worshipful

merchants of London, to discover a passage by the North

Pole to Jai)an and China." He sailed from Gravesend on

the first of 31ay, in a ship called the Hopewell, having with

him ten men and a boy. Great pains have been taken to

find his original journal, as well as those of some others of

the adventurers who followed him ; but without success :

the only account is an imperfect abridgement in Purchas,

by which it is not possible to lay down his track ; from

which, however, are drawn the following particulars :—He
fell in with the land to the westward in latitude 73°, on the

tweiity-lirst of June, which he named Hold-with-Hope.

The twenty-seventh, he fell in with Spitsbergen, and met

with much ice ; he got to 80" 23', which wap «he northcrn-

uiost latitude lie observed in. Givinj{ an account of llie
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conclusion of hisilmcoveries, lie says, " On the 8ixtrenr.h of

August 1 saw land, by reason of the clearness of the nea-

ther, Btretching far into 82°, and, by tlie bowing and shew-

ing of the sky, much furtiier ; which when I first saw, I

hoped to have hud a free sea between the land and tlie ice,

and meant to have compassed this land by the north ; but

now finding it was impossible, by means of the abundance

of ice compassing us about by the north, and joining to tlio

land; and seeing God did blesa us with a wind, we re-

turned, bearing up the helm." He afterwards adds :

" And this I can assure at this present, that between 78^°,

and 82*, by this way there is no passage."—In consequence

of this opinion, he was the next year employed on the north-

east discovery.

In March 1609, old style, " A voyage was set forth by

the right worshipful K»ir Thomas Smith, and the rest of the

Muscovy Company, to Cherry Island, and fur a further

discovery to be made toward the North Pole, for the likeli-

hood of a trade or passage that way, in the ship called the

Amity, of burthen sevcuty tuns, in which Jonas Poole was

master, having fourteen men and one boy."—He weighed

from Blackwall, March the first, old style ; and after great

Hoverily of weather, and much ditKcully from the ice, he

made the south part of Spitsbergen on the 16th of May. He
sailed along and sounded the coast, giving names to several

places, and making many very accurate observations. On
the t26th, being near Fair Foreland, he sent his mate on

shore ;—and in speaking of this at his return, says, " More-

over, I was certified that all the (londs and lakes were un-

frozen, they being fresh water ; which putteth me in hope of

a mild summer here, after so sharp a beginning as I have

had ; and my opinion is such, and I assure myself it is so,

that a \)asssage may be as soon attained this way by the

Pole, as iiny unknown way whatsoever, by reason the sun
did givuagisiit heiitin this tliiiinte, and the ice (I nujui
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(I).it freezclh liere) is nothing so huge as 1 litivoscen in

6eveiity-tl>ree tl«'grei'S."

These hopes, however, he was soon uUliged to relinquish

for that year, having twice attempted in vuin to get beyon'^

70° 50'. On the 2ist of June, he stood to the southward,

to get a loading of fish, and arrived in London the hist c.

August. He was employed the following year (1611) '"a

small bark called the Elizabeth, of 50 tuns. The in^'.iuc^

tionsfor .1i< oyage, which may be found at length in Pur-

chaa, are excellently drav/n up : they direct him, aflt\

liuving attended the fishery fur some time, to attempt dis-

coveries to the North Pole as long as the season will permit

;

with a discretionary clause, to act in unforeseen cases us

shall appear to him most for the advancement of the disco-

very, and interest of his employers. This however proved

an unfortunate voyage : for having staid in Cross Uoad till

the lOlh of June, on account of the bad weather, and great

quantity of ice, he sailed from thence on that day, and

steered WbN fourteen leagues, where he found a bank

of ice : he returned to Cross lload ; from whence when he

sailed he found the ice to lie close to the land about the lati-

tude of 80**, and that it was impossible to pass that way ;

and the strong tides making it dangerous to deal with the

ice, he determined to stand along it to the southward, to

try if he could find the sea more open that way, and so

get to the westward, and proceed on his voyage. He
found the ice to lie nearest SW and SWb8 and ran

along it about an hundred and twenty leagues. He had no

ground near the ice at 160, 180, or 200 fathoms : per-

ceiving the ice still to trend to the southward, he deler-

inined to return to Spitsbergen for the fishery, where he lust

his ship.

In the year 1614, another voyage was undertaken, in

which Baffin and Fothcrby were employed. With much

difficulty, and after repeated attempts in vain with the ship,

they gut with their bouts to the firm ice, which joined to
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Red-Dcacli } lliey walked over tlie ice, to tlial pliicc, in

hopes of fuidinif whale-iins, &c. in ^vhich they were tlis-

appuintecl. Fotlieiby atltls, in his account :
" Thus, as

we could not find w liat we desired to see, so did we behold

that which we wished had not been there to be seen ; which

was great abundance of ice, that lay close to the shore, and

niso off at sea as far as we could discern. On the eleventh

of August they sailed from Fair-Haven, to try il the ice

would let them pass to the northward, or north-eastward
;

tiiey steered from Cape Barren, or Vogel Sang, NEbE
eight leagues, where they met with the ice, which luy

EbS and WbN. The fifteenlh of August they saw

ice frozen in the sea of above the thickness of an half-

cxown.

Fotherby was again fitted out the next year in a j)innace

of twenty tons, called (he Richard, with ten men. In this

voyage he was prrvenled by the ice from gelling farther

than in his last. He refers to a chart, in wiiich he had

traced the shiit's course on every traverse, to shew how far

the state of that sea was discovered between 80 and 71" of la-

titude,and forSe" of longitude from Hackluit's headland. He
concludes the account of his voyagein the following manner :

1
" Now if any demand my opinion concerning hope of a

passage to be found in those seas, I answer, that it is (rue,

that I both hoped and much desired to have passed further

than I did, hut was hindered with ice; wherein aIthoui>-h I

li.ivc not avtainnd my desire, yet forasmuch us it appears not

yet to the contrary, but that there is a spacious sea betwixt

Croinland and king James his new land [Spitsbergen] al-

though much pestered with ice ; I will not seem to dissuade

this worshipful company from the yearly nilventuring of lAo

or 200 pounds at the most, till some further discovery hi.

made of the said seas and land adjacent." It apj)ear9 thai

the Russia company, eitiier satisfied with hisendeavoura and

despairing of further success, or tired of the cxpcnce, nevu

employed anynioresliipson thisdlHovtry,
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As these voyages were fitted out liy private adventiirorH,

for tlie double purpose of discovery and present advantage ;

it may be supposed tliat the attention of tlie navigators was

in a measure diverted from pursuing the more remote and

less profitable object of the two, witli all the attention tiiat

could have been wished. In justice, however, to tlie me-

mory of these men, it may be observed, that they appear to

have encountered dangers, which at that period must iiave

been particularly alarming from their novelty, with the

greatest fortitude and perseverance ; as well as to have

shewn a degree of diligence and skill, not only in tl>o ordi-

nary and practical, but more scientific parts of tlieir pro-

fession, which miglit have done honour to modern seamen,

with all their advantages of later improvements.

This great point of geography, perhaps the most impor-

tant in its coiisecpiences to a commercial nation and mari-

time power, but the only one which had never yet been the

object of royal attention, was Budered to remain wiliiout

further investigation, from the year 1815 till 1773, when the

Earl of Sandwich, in conseepunce of an application which

had been made to him by the Koyal Society, laid before

his Majesty King George the Third, a proposal for an

expedition to try how far navigation was practicable to-

wards the North Pole : which his Majesty was pleased to

direct shoulil be iiiiniediali.ly iinilertaken, with every on-

couragement that could couriteuance such nn cnterprize,

nnd every assistance that could contribute to its success.

Capt. Constantino John Phipps, afte ds Earl of

Mulgravp, had the honour of iteing entrusted with the con-

duct of t'lis undertaking. The nature of the voyage re-

quiring particular care in the choice and equipment of tlie

whips, the Jlacehorse and Carcass bombs were fixed upon

as the strong(;st, anil therefore pmiHrcst for the [lurpose

The probability that such an expedition could not be curried

on without meeting with much ice, made some additional

8trenjjthe/iing necessary : they were lliereforc immediatekl
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tnkon into dock, and fitted in the most complete mnnr.Ar

for the service. Tlie complement for the Uacehorsc was

(Ixed at ninety men, and the ordinary establishment de.

parted from, by appointing an additional number of offi-

cers, and entering effective men instead of the usual oum-

bor of boys.

In <rivinq^ an account of this voynge, Capt. Phipps says—
" I was allowed to recommend the oflicers ; and was very

lia|)py to find, during the course of the voyage, by tlie

groat assistance I received on many occasions from their alii-

lities and experience, that I had not been mistukcn in the

characters of those upon whom so much depended in the

jx'rformance of this service. Two masters of Greenland-

men were employed as pilots for each ship. The Itaee-

horse was also furnished with the new chain-pumps made

by Mr. Cole according to Capt. Uentinck's improvements,

wiiich were found to answer perfectly well. We also made

use of Dr. Irving's apparatus for distilling fresh water from

tliG sea, with the greatest success. Some small but useful

niterations, were made in the species of provisions usually

supplied in the navy ; an additional (piantily of spirits «iis

allowed for each ship, to be issued at the discretion of the

commiinders, when extraordinary fatigue or severity of the

weather might make it expedient. A quantity of wine man

also allotted for the use of the sick. Additional clothing,

ndapted to that rigour of climate, which from the relation of

former navigators we were taught to expect, was ordered

to be put on board, to be given to the seamen when we ar-

rived in the high latitudes. It was foreseen that one or

ht)th of the shipp might be sacrificed in the prosecution of

this undertaking; the boats for each ship were therefore

calculated in nuudier and size, to be fit, on any emergency,

to transport the whole crew. In short, every thing wbk-h

could tend to promote the success of the undertaking, or

contribute to (he security, lieallh, and conveiiieoce of tlje

pliip*s cumpunicH, was granted.
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On the lOlli ol" April, i773, Capt. Pliipps received \m
coiDiiiibsion lor the Kacehorsc, «itli an order to get her

fitted with the yrealcst dis|)atch for a voyage of discovery

towards the North l*t>Ie, and to proceed to the Nore far

further orders.

On the 27th, he anchored at the Nore, and was joined

hy Capt. Lutwidgc, in tlie Carcass, on the 30th : her

equipment was to iiave l)een in all respects the same as

that of the Racehorse, but when fitted, Capt. I,utwid<^e

finding her too deep in the water to proceed to sea with

<«irity, obtained leave of the Admiralty to put six guns

on shore, to reduce the complement of men, and ret\irn a

'luiintity of provisions |)rop()rtionahle to that reduction. On
the Itli of June tln-y !<ailed, and on the 20tii began tu make

use of Dr. Irving's ajiparatus for distilling fresh water from

the sea : repeated trisdn gave us the most satisfactory proof

of its utility : the water jjrodueed from it was perfectly free

from salt, and wholesome, being used lor boiling the ship's

provisions ; which convenience would alone be a dcsiruhlo

object in all voyages, independent of the benclU of so use-

ful a resource in case of distress for water. The (|uanlity

produced every day varifd from accidental circumstances,

but was generally Iroji thirty- four to forty gallons, without

any great addition of fuel. Twice indeed the (piantity

produced was only twenty -three gallons on each distilla-

tion ; this amounts to more than a quart for each man,

which, thiiugli not a plentiful allowance, is much more than

wliat is necessary for subsistencei In cases, of real ne-

cessity there was no reason to doubt that a nuich greater

ijuiintity '.I'gh* '"• produced without an inconvenient ex-

pend .. .all.

After many ineffectual attempts up to the first of August

III proceed, being In latitude 81)" 31 , and longitude IH" 48,

the captain in his journal sajs, *' The ice pressed in fast;

there was not now tlie smallest cpening ; (he two ship-

wcrv within less tiinii tuo lengths of each other, separuCed
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by icp, and ncitlier having room lo turn. 'I'lie ic*" \»lUv»A'

had been ull fla< the day l)i'f'or<', and ahnost 1«'vhI vAi^ ff^

woter's edge, was now in many jducey lortf^d liig;U«» lUn*

the fiiain yarti, by the pieces squet zinj^- tojjethei , ttu<J fXi^f:

Muined to be no probability of cettin^ the blii]>4i oMO #^^MtV^

without .1. stroni>° ea»t. or north-east wind. 'I'lu-it- vttk« rM^

tlie smalleHt a|)|iearaiice of open wat<r, ex<<'jj' w ii*uW f/v

wards the iveht point of the nortli-east laud. TU*- t^^c*

ishinds and north-east land, with the froxeu >»»««, ^rM<»4

almost a ba.son, Icuvini^ but about lour ]>oiNl!9 oj>KuiAt^ t<;#

(lid ice to dril't out, in case of a change of wind. <Aai fi^

3rd, the weather was very fine, clear, and calm ; \v«; ^f*jfii^/^4

that the 8hi])s hid been driven fur to the eatstwurd ; *Ai^ i^;^

was much closti titan before, and the pabsa;;*' by v^UiMki •»**•

had come in closed up, no open water bciiifj in t>l^\)i . t\^i^f

in (hat or any other quar(er. The pilots iia\iii^' t-iyfi-^^tt

R wish (u get if possible farther out, (he hhi]>'b t;uM>)4kvi^<>

were set to work at Ave in the morning, to cut <i j^^Mittti^A

through the ice, and warj) through (he i^mall v|»iiimi'^«- f<y

the wcHttvard. \Vc found the ice very deij>, li.iwii^ 4<.viv*i1i

Kumetimes through pieces twelve feet thick, 'liit* h'^i'AVf

nas continued the whole day, but without uii| t>iHM>K«« ^

our utmost t^iforts not having moved (he hliips ubv^.>- i<)W<'i^

hundred yards to (he westward tlirouj^h the ice, aijfjU* 4<t<mA

time that they had been driven (togetlier with iLe ii^ j(tuii4.

to which they were fast) far to the NK and t-ut>ivt4M(<ly (U

the current ; which bad also forced the loose ice ifvtut f]W

westward, between the island, where it became j>u«4w:<l^, a^i;

ns Hrm as the main body.

On the 5th, the probability of getting (li> >\uyi. n>yi ^f^
pearing every hour les.s, and the season biuijf iA)*t\kiiA f^^f

Jidvanced, some speedy resolution became uMta-*!,^
f t^ ((,.,,

tlie Kieps. to be taken for the preservation of lUt; )>< vuW A*
the m'tualiiiii of the ships prevented us from seeiujj i^/^ ^A-r^

of the ice to the westward, by which our Jutuie pi M<ji>n<jfi,t|»

iiiii.t in M great nie.isiircbc determined 1 .. ii( Mr. W«,,|l.,v
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one of tlie midsliipiiuMi, uitli (wo |)il()ts-, to an isliuiil ulxurt

twelve miles off: uii liis r«>tiirn they stated that the ice,

though close all about us, was open to the westward round

the point by which we came in. They also told »ie, th;it

uhen upon the island they had the wind very fresh to the

eastward, though where the shi|)s liiv it had been almost

calm all day. This circumstance considerably Icsoiied fho

hopes we had hitherto entertain<!d of the immediate effect of

nn easterly wind iu clearing the bay. VVe had but one al-

tfrnative ; either |)iitiently (o wait the event of the weather

upon the shi])S, in hopes of getting them out, or to betake

ourselves to the boats. I'he ships had driven into shoal

water, having but fourteen fathoms. Should they, or the

ice to which they were fast, take the ground, tliey must be in-

evitably lost, and probably overset. The lio|)C's of getting

the shi])S out was not hastily to be reliiupiisbed, nor obsti-

nately adhered to, till all other means of retreat were cut

oil'. Having no harbour to loilge them in, it would be im-

possible to winter tiiem Ik re, with any probability of their

being again servieeable; our provisions would be very «lu)rt

forsueh an undertaking, were it otherwise feasible; and sup-

posing, what ap|ieareil impossible, tiiat we could get (o the

nearest rocks, and make some conveniences for wintering,

being now in an unfrcfpuMited part, where ships never even

attempt to come, we sliould Ir.'Vt! tlie same diflicuilies to

encounter the next year, uitliout the same resources ; the

remains of the ships company, in all probal)ilit\, not in

health ; no provisions, and the sea not so o|kmi, lliis year

having certainly been uncommonly clear I iidcfd it could

not have been expected that more than a very small part

should survive the hanlships of such u winter with every

advantage; much less in our present situation. On he

other hand, the undertaking to move so large a body for so

considerable a distance by boats, was not without very

serious ditJieiilties. Should we ri'iuain much loiij^er here,

the bad weather must be expected to set in The i^taj of
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I lie Dtitcliinen tu tlie Nui'tliwarkI in very doubtful : it' tlic

iiurtlicm harbours keut fleur, lliey stay till the beginning

of September ; but when the louse ice sets in, they quit

them iuitiietliateiy. I thoii'^ht it proper to send for the

uilicers of both shijm, uud inlornied tliein of my iiitention of

prepairiiii; the bouts for goiiiic away I immediately hoisted

out tli(! boats, and took every precaution in my power to

make th>-in secure and comfortable ; the fitting would

necessarily take up some days. The water slMalin!;, and

the ships driviuij fast towards the rocks to tiie NK, I or-

dered canvass hread-baa^s to be made, in case it should be

necessary very suild(Mdy to betake ourselves to the boats :

I also sent a man with a lead aiid line to the Udrthward,

and another from the Carcass to the eastward, to sound

wherever tlu-y found vracks in the ice, that we niij^ht have

notice before either the idiips, or the ice to wliich they were

fast, took the ground ; as in that case, they must instantly

have been crushed or overset.

"On the 7th, in the morning 1 set out with the launch over

the Ice ; she hauled much easier than I could have ex-

pected ; we got her about two miles. I the;! returned with

the people for their tliiuier. Finding the ice rather more

open near the shi])s, 1 was encouraged to attempt moving

them. The wind being ('astcrly, tlu ugh but little of it,

we set the sails, and got the shi|)s about a mile to the west-

ward. They moved indeed, but very slowly, and were not

now by a great deal so far to the westward as where they

were beset. However, I kept all the sail upon them, to

force through whenever the ice slacked the least. The peo-

ple behaved very v.ell in hauling the boat ; they seemed re-

conciled to the idea of ([Uitting the ships, and to have the

fullest confidence in their ofiiccrs. The boats could not

with the greutest diligence be got to the water side before

the fourteenth ; if the situation of the ships did not alter by

th.it time, I should not bejustified in staying longer by them

In (he mean time, I rcsohed to carry on both attempt.', to-
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giHlicr, moving the buatsi constantly but witliout omitting

im o)>|iortunity uf pelting the sliipn through.

On tlie 6tli, at hulf |)ast t'uiir, I sent two pilots uitli three

men to see the state of the ice to tlie westward, that I

niiglil judge of the |ii-()l)al)ility of getting the ships out. At

nine tiiey returned, nnd reported the ice to be very heavy

niid close, consisting cliielly of large fields. Between nine,

nnd ten this morning, 1 set out uilli the peo])ie, an<l got

the launch above three miles. The weather being foggy

and the people having worked liMrd, I thouglit it best to

return on board between six and sr-ven. The ships had in

the mean tiuic moved something tlinnigh the ice, and the

ice itself had drifted still more to the westward. At

night there was little wind, and a thick, fug, so that I could

not judge precisely of tiie advantages we had gained ; but I

8tdl feared that, however flattering, it was notsuch as to

justify my giving up the idea of moving the boats, the sea-

son advancing so fast, tlie preservation of tiie ships being

so uncertain, and the situation of the ])eo|)le so critical.

On the 9th, we moved the ship a little Ihroiigii some very

small openings. In the afternoon, u])on its clearing up, we

wore agreeably sur^trised to find the shi|)s had driven much

more tban we could have expected to the westward. We
worked hard all day, and got them something more to the

westward through tlie ice; hut nothing in coin|)arison to

\vhat the ice itself had drifted. Wa got jiast the launches;

I sent a number of men for them, and got them on board.

Helween three and four in the Uiorning the uiiid was west-

erly, and it snowed fast. Tiie people having been much

fatigued, we were obliged to desist from uorking for a few

hours. 'I'he jirogress which the ships had made through

the ice was, however, a very fivourable event ; the drift of

the ice was an advantage that migiil be as suddenly lost,

as it had been unexpectedly gained, by u change in the cur-

rent; we had experienced the ineflicacy of an easterly wind

when far in the bay, and under the high lunil i but haviu^
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now goltlroui^li ho much of tlie ice, webej^nn afjain to con-

ceive liopi's tliat d i)risk gale from thai iiiittrler wouUI noon

eftectually clear us.

Outhe 10th, the wind springing- up totheNNK in tlio

morning, we set all the sail we could upon the ship, and

forced her through a great deal of very heavy ice ; she

struck often very hard, and with one stroke broke the

shank of the best bower anchor About noon we hud gut

her tlirough all the ice, and out to sea. I stood to tiic

NW to make the ice, and found the main body just

where we left it. At three in the morning, with a good

breeze easterly, we were stainliiig to the westward, be-

tween the land aiul the ice, both in sight ; the weather

hazy.

On the II til, came to an anchor in the harbour of

Smeerenberg, to refresh the people after their faliguefi.

We found here four of the Dutch ships, which we had left

in the Norways when we sailed from Vogel Sang, and

upon which I had depended for carrying the people home in

case we had been obliged to quit the ships. In this sound

there is good aiiciiorage in thirteen fathoms, sandy bottom,

not far from the shore ; it is well sheltered from all winds.

The island close to which we lay is called Amsterdam Is-

land, the westernmost point of wliich is Ilacluyt's Head
Land ; here the Dutch used formerly to boil their whale-oil,

and the remains of some conveniences erected by them for

that purpose are still visible. Once they attempted to make
an establishment, and left some people to winter here wlio

all perished. The Dutch ships still resort to this place for

the latter season of the whale fishery. The black moun-
tains, white snow, and beautiful colour of the ice, make a

romantic and uncommon picture. Large pieces fiequentlv

break oil" from the icebergs, and fall with great noise into

the water : we observed oiio piece which had floated out

into the ba.v, and grounded in twenty-four fathoms ; it was



THE NOUTU 1'OI.E. 19

fifty feet liigli ubove the surface of the water, and of the

aaiiie beautiful colour as the iceberg.

" We saw no springs or rivers, the water, whicii we

found ill great plenty, being all produceil by the meldiigof

the snow, from the mountains. During the whole time we

were in these latitudes, there was no thunder or lightning.

I must also add, that I never found what is mentioned by

Marten, (who is generally accurate in his observations, and

faithful in his accounts) of the sun at midnight resembling

in appearance the moon ; I saw no ditlerence in clear

weather between the sun at midnight and any other time,

but what arose from a different degree of altitude ; the

brightness of the light appearing there, as well as else-

where, to depend upon the obliquity of his rays. The sky

was in general loaded with hard white clouds ; so that 1 do

not remember to have ever seen the sun and the horizon botli

free from them even in the clearest weather. We could al-

ways perceive when we were approaching the ice, long be-

fore we saw it, by a bright appearance near the horizon,

which the pilots called the blink of the ice. Hudson re-

marked, that the sea where he met with ice was blue ; but

the green sea was free from it. During the time that we

were fast amongst the Seven Islands, we had frequent op-

portunities of observing the irresistible force of the large

bodies of floating ice. We have often seen a piece of several

acres square lifted up between two much larger pieces, and

as it were becoming one with them ; and afterwards thi

piece so formed acting in the same manner upon a second

and thir I ; which would probably have continued to be the

effect, till the whole bay had been so filled with ice (hat the

different pieces could have had no motion, had not the

htream taken an unexpectetl turn, and net the ice out of

the bay

" On tlie2'2nd, the season was so very far advanced, and

IbfTs as well as galea of wind so much to be expected, that

notliiiig more could now be done, had any tiling been left
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untried. The summer appears to Iiave been uncommonly

favourable for our purpose, and afforded us the fullest opixii--

tunity of ascertaining repeatedly the Bituation of that wall of

ice, extending for more than twenty degrees between the la-

titudes of sixty and eighty-one, without the smallest ap-

pearance of any opening.

" I should here conclude the account of the voyage, had

not some observations and experiments occurred on the pas-

sage home.

" In steering to the southward we soon found the weather

grow more mild, or rather to our feelings warm. August

24th, we saw Jupiter ; the sight of a star was now become

almost as extraordinary a phenomenon, as the sun at mid-

night, when we first got within the Arctic circle. The wea-

ther was very fine for some part of the voyage; on the 4th

of September, the water being perfectly smooth with a dead

calm, I repeated with success the attempt I had made to get

soundings in the main ocean at great depths, and struck

ground in six hundred and eighty-three fathoms, with cir-

cumstances that convince me I was not mibtakcn in the

depth ; the bottom was a fine soft blue clay. From the 7th,

of September, when we were off Slielland, till the ilhU,

when we made Orlbrdness, we had veiy hard gales of wind

with little intermission, w.iich were constantly indicated

several hours before they came on liy the fall of the baro-

meter, and rise of the inanomctcr: this proved to me the

utility of those instruments at sea. In one of these gaks,

the hardest, I think, I ever was in, and with the greatest

sea, we lost three of our boats, and were obliged to heave

two of our guns overboard, and bear away for some time,

though near a lee shore, to clear the sliip of water. In one

of these gales on the 12th of September, Dr. Irving tried

the temperature of the sea in that state of agitation, and

found it considerably warmer than that of the atmosphere,

'i'his observation is the more interesting, as it agrees with

a passage in riutarch's Natural Questions not (I believe)
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before taken notice of, or conrirmeti by I'xiiciiiiicnl, in wliicli

lic remarks, " that the sea becomes warmer by beinsj aiji-

tuted ill waves."

The IVeiiiient anil very heavy fjales at the Istfer end ol'tlie

year, cdnlirtnei! me in the opinion, that the time of onr sail-

iiitr from b^ni;laii(l was llie properest that could have been

t'liotien. These f'ales are as {•oninuni in the 8|irinijas in tlie

Autumn ; there is every re ason to suppose tlicreforr', tliat at

an early season we sliouhl have met with the same bad

weather in ^oinij out as wc did on our return. The una-

voi(Ld»le necessity of carryina' a (|uantity of additional

Htores and provisions, rcnilered the ships so deep in the wa-

ter, that in heavy i^;iiles tiie boats, \vit!i many of the stores,

must |)rol)ai)ly have been thrown overboard ; as we expe-

rienceil on our way home, thou <>'ii the shijj'; were then much

(iH'htened by the consumption of provisions, and expendi-

ture of stores. Sueii accidents in the outset must liavc do
feated tiie voya:;e. At tlic time wc saileil, added to the fine

weather, we had the further advantage of nearly reaciiin;;

the latitude of eighty without seeing ice, which the Oreen-

iandnien generally fall in with in the latitude of seventy-

three or seventy-four. There was also most probability, if

ever navigation should be practicable to the Pole, of find-

ing the sea open to tlie northward after the solstice ; the

Kun liaving then exerted the full irdlnenee of his rays,

tiiough there was enough of the sunimcr still remaining for

the |)urpose of exi)loring the seas to the northward and west-

ward of Spitsbergen. With these observations Capt. Phipps

concludes his narrative.

To seek for a passag*' by the North Pole was among the

objects committed to the exertions of that great navigator

Captain Cook, but their efforts le«l them to assort the utter

impossibility of efFecting it. Passing over other attempts,

we shall procc<Hl to a narrati<in of the circumstances which

attended the eH'orts of I^ieut. Parry in the First Voyage

which was commilied to his superintendance.

P. V. 1. D
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The ej)irit and ciipatity !iiaiiil( stod by liiiu wlioii he ac-

companied Capt Ro^s, led iho i^ovciiimLMit to select liiin in

anollier attempt at discovery of a passage into the Pacific :

accordingly be was appointed to command a bond) ves-

sel culled the I Iccla, of tiirei! hinidrcd and seventy-live

tons bnrtlieii, and ])Ut into commi-ision on the 21sl ol' Ja-

nuary 18liJ. A gun brig, named the (Jlriper, was also ap

pointed to this service and (be command given to l.ieut.

Liddon, with orders to obey Lieut. Parry's directions.

Both ships underwi-iit a thorough re])air, and every mode

was adopted to strengthen their timbers and enable tbeiii

to encounter the rough and tempestuous seas they were to

exjdore. TIk; ollicers and cri!W were to receive doubl(> pay
;

and as most of the seamen who had sailed with Capt. Ross

entereil themselves for the present voyage, more expert and

tliialilied seamen were not to be found. Every thing which

former experienc(; could suggest, and which money arid ef-

fvut could pro'luce, was adopted for the cond'ort of the crew

and to render the voyage successful. Upwards of one hun-

dred chaldrons of coals were taken in as ballast. Abun-

dance of warm clothing was also provided to be used when

necessary, and aquantity of such articles as it was supposed

would be accepta!)le to any of the natives of the diil'erent

places they might visit.

That the most satisi'aclory assurances might he procured

of ])roper attention being paid to every arrangement, th(?

first Lord of the Admiralty and others high in ollice visited

the vessels pri^vious to their sailing

All the pre|)arations were completed early in tlio month

of April and the vessels now oidy waited for a wind to tako

them down tiie river. 1 he following is a stalenient of tllQ

comi>lcteuient of ccb, with the rank they held.
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Names of thv oiriccrs, &c. wlio sailed on I)oar(l the two
slii|)s.

On hoard the Hccla.

Jiiout. William Ed-viiitl Pan y, .... C.)iiiinander

Capt. Edward Sal.iiic, \\ \ AstroiKunor.

Frcdrri.k Willia,,) n:r(l'.,.v, Lieiitniinl.

iJoiui Edwards, SiirL^-ciiu.

Al..xaadrr Eish.T, \s.-.ist:inf .-;.ir-eon

William IJarvcy l!iu)|)('r i'liiMT.

rUesM-u. Nias Dralcy, i'al.i.ci,
/

lioss, and I3n.sl.naii,
p'^li<l^liii.mer..

Janics liaise, cieik.
•Jiur.cs Scallon, (innncr.

.Jacol, Swansea, Hoalswaiii.

William Wallis Carpontor.
Oilier olUcers and seiiiieii, iS.

On horn} l/ir (,'riprr.

Lieut. Li.ldon, Cnimander.
H, P. lloppnrr, LieiKrnatit.

Cliailes James Beverly, Surgeon.
Iviessrs. Reid, .*^kene, and Giinillis, Mi.rsliipnn'n.

Cyrus Wakeham, C.'erk.'

With 20 iniorior ollieers and seanu-n.

The foUowinj; instnu'tions lor his -oneral conilnet wpre
issued (o Cni.t. P,,ry l,y (lie Lords of the Admiralty.

ilif 'h'- C!<mmi:^^i,„„-'rs for v.rccutbuj llui Offi'cr „fr,r(l
Hi;,h Admiral,,/ Ihc UniUd Ki„jdom of Ureal Ihluna
uud Ireland, Sjc. f^c.

WIIEilEAS wehuvo (hou-ht fa (o appoint you to the
comman.l of an Expedition, for the purpose orendeavouri,,..
10 .l.seovei a North- West Passajro iVum tiie Atlantic to thn
i aedic Oeean

; you are herehy required and dir.eted (o put
to sea in the Ilecia, and, in company will, the CJriper,
winch, with her eonuuander Lieutenant l.iddon. has Imvi!
place,! under your orders, make the he.t of your v.a_> (o the
Clltranec oC Davis' .«^(iait,

I)
-
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Oil jour urriviil in tins Strait, your I'lMilur procppdini^ii

list 1)1- l<'i;ul;Ut'(l ciiiclly by tlh- jiosilioll iiiid cxtcill «f llii-

<;
; l)iit, (III lindiiii; it siillicii'iiliy open III |)('riiiit jour »}>-

oacli to t'lic \vc:iti.'rii ^slll)rl.•.'^ ol tin; Slr.il, iimi joiir aM-

iK.o to tlio iiortlnvard us Car as the o|»t'iiiiim into Sir J.niin*

iiKNistei's SiJiiiid, you iire to proceed in tin; (ir»t iiisiaiir-c

I that part of tiie coast, and use your iiest cniW'avours li»

'•\pIore tin; liottoii) rit' thai Sound; or, in tin; event of ii-»

;:'oviiijf a strait opening' to tlie westward, you are to use -jII

issil)!e means, eonsistciitly with the salely of the two

lips, tu pass through it, and ascertain its direction and eoiii-

unicatioiis ; and it' it should he found to connect itself

'.ith thenortiiirn sea, yuii are to make the best of your way

to ni/hiing's Strait.

If. however, you i^hoiild asccrtiin that there it no p;u»-

Siige Ihrouiih Sir .JiHiies liancaster's Sound, but lliat it ii

'.Micloscd by continuous land, (> <o complelidy bl'i( l^cd up

with ice as to alVord no hope of a passage lhroui(li it, »oii

are in that case to proceed lo thr northward, and in iilo;

manner (>xaiiiiiic Aldi iman Jones's Sound. Faiiitig to find

ii passage thiuugh tliis Sound, you are to iiiiike the bi'i»l of

your way to Sir 'I'lioiiias Sniitli'.s Soiiml, which ii« dei»cribe<l

by lialliii as the' iarg< si in the whole b.iy ; 'uiid carefully <'X-

jilore, as far as pi.icticahle, evi ry part <d' it, as veil as of

any strait you may tliscver, leading from it into any other

Kca. On failing to make a passage through tbiH .Sound,

you are toretuin to the southward down UailiirM Day, and

tndeavoiir to make \our way tiiroui;h Cumbi-ilnid .Slruit

or any opening in tint neighbourhood whiih may b-ad you to

tli(! seas ailjoiiiiig the castei'ii or northern eoastof Aii;<rica;

you are thru, by w hulever <'our>'e you ii.ay have reac'li<;d

thi'si! SIMS, to |)uisue your voyage along that toai«t to tlic

northward or westward to Hebiiiig's Sira;l.

Ve li.ive iiiiherlo supjiosed that, on ymir (irst arrival in

D.iv!'^' Snail, the navi^itioii to (he northuiirtlvhall b«f fuuu'l

pratitii iIj!. . If, Iiomvii, \ou sh<ailil lind the cuntturjr ts

4
i
i
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tunil,

be tlie case, and tliat the sea towards the western side of the

Sirait iasu loaded with ice, as to render it diniciiU and dan-

gerouH for tlie ships to procceil so far to the northward as

Laiiciistcr Sound, at so early a period of tlie season ; it may

be iidviscablt , in that caso, to endeavour in the lirst in-

stance, to examine Cuiiiherland Strait, or any other opeii-

injj that may he likely to hrinij you to the eastern coast of

America, in preference to the los-; of time and daiii^er to the

ships, v.hicli uii^lit be occasioned in persevering too anxiously

ill the attemjjt to j^et to Lancaster Sound ; and should you,

on your tirst reaching Davis' Strait, find it to be impracti-

cable to make your way up the western side of the Strait to that

Sound, or even to Cumberlind Strait, you will understand,

(hat you are at liberty to j)rocee(l towards those places, go-

ing round by a more easterly track, if the state of the ice,

and all other circumstances, should induce you to think it

most advisable to do so. Thus, althouijjh the track, which

we wish yiiu to pursue, if jiracticablp, is pointed out ; you

v.ill, nevertheless, perceive, that the course to be finally

ailopted by you for getlin"; to the northward, is, in fact,

lel't to your own discretion, on a careful examination into

liie state of tlu! ice on your arrival in Davis' Strait ; always

biiiringin mind, that it is an important object of the Expe-

ililion, that Lancaster Sound be thoroughly examined by

yni, and afterwards those of Jones and Smith, if you

sliould have failed in previously finding a passage to tho

wi'stward.

Should yoij be so successful as to fiml a passage to the

westward, it will be advisable to make the best ol your way,

without stopping to examim; any part of the northern coast

of America, to llehring's Strait; and if you shoidd fortu-

nately accomplish your i)assage through that Strait, you are

then to proceed to Kamlscbatka (if you think you can do so

ulthoiit risk of being shut up by the ice on that coast), for

the purpose of delivering to the Russian fiovernor, dupli-

i-utei of all the JuurnaU and other documents which thn
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passage may liii'-e siippli.d, w.ili a i< qm hi (tWd fM>y n;,iY

be forwarded over-land lo St. J'cdisUii jfli, ilv iW, (•Art^C'pf tt

from tliciice to LoihIom. Froii) Kaiilscluiil-.w -js^v \Vi'H' pro-

ceed to the .Saiiduicli !--laiid>, or < 'aiitvn, 'Vji hVf«rt/ ftfh*.f

place as yoii may think |ir«])i'r, to i. lit tli<- «>llijJ^ ^»^ ^("fVcxh

the crews; and, if dniin:;- yoiu' sIun at ^ucb j^Un*'^. ^.vftirori.

j)()rtiinity slioidd occur ol seinliii;; |)ajit'rs t« t'Ai^'!:t^4^ ooii

sliouid St 11(1 dujdicalos hy siicli ( oiiv<-yum;«'. Jft.^^^ itftnr

liavin:^ relittc(I and refreshed, jou ;.'re tu lM»if (^y CiiM«» ri

retiirninf;- to England, by hiith route ah jyu Ui^^' '<I(»«»W»/ (no'^t

convenient.

If, at any period cd' your voyatic, hirt j)aitHiv!lrtilU nftfv

you sliali iiave donhled the Dn' til- ••ahteiu *i,-'ti,i'V\\fo of

America, the si a -on shall lie so las' a<lvuin •(! ^l^ ity rtiafift it

unsafe to navigate tlie ships, on account of tiw lUrtv^ iviiChtH

luivinf.^ set in, and tlie sea not ljeiM'.^li(,'e intw y*-
_. fn\4 t\\«

liealth of your creus, the stale of the ^Ijijit., ji^i^ ^'4; (irtn-

current ciycunislances, shouhl eoml/nie tv Mk<lM*>^ fnn to

form tiic resolution of wintering in those icj^lviUfy ii\vr »re

to use your htst endeuvours to dixover u t>Ui-|<,tiM,Hi ^rt4 -tnfe

liarliour, wiiere the tihips may he jdiiced iu t»fA.w)it>'i dw th*s

winter ; takin:^ siicli mcasuiesfor the ht'ultb v^ CA^^f<\ft r>f

the people committed to your cliar^re, ub thv M<MV««i>,t|>( with

wliich you are supplied for iiousi!i(^.ii) thf blji)>»^ rw Unffinir

the men on shore, may i iiahle you to do. AiK'v rf' you »hall

find it expeilient to resort to iliis measur*', :^\i^ d/v^y <iirnild

meet with any inliahitaiits, eiiiier KsfjuiMmM* ^n« JaHian^

near the place wliere you winter, you ur^ iv 4M4«;w»<\rti», Pvy

every means iu your jiower, to eultivatv y ^i.,(i,^'«»}\^i ^idj

them, by making them presents of t.u<h urtmie* <.» j^n may
be su|iplied witli. and which may ije useful ui »^f'fiM<^ fo

tliem. You will, iiow(!ver, take ear«; mA Av twV'i' yonr-

flelf to he surprised hy them, hut use 'vci ]r }H4'i<')vv.(<itw and
be constantly on your i;'uard ai^ajni.t any liui-rttlH*

Vou will endeavour lo prevail on iheu:, \\ f,\^\\^, |)i>M*i)r(f

and lol)e paid lit ^ih h niaiiiur, a- yu iiii<) <li>>4 iWvC fA'tMH
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BWcr tlic ))urpns(>, to can y U> atiy ni lii<; H<.'lll(;incnt<t of the

lludsou's Hay Conipiiiiy, or kT tin- Nortli-Wcst Com|>iiiiy,

an nccount of your situation :iii<l iir'icccflint^n ; witli no ur-

gent ri'(|iu'st tiiat it may Iji: iorN\ ar<J<;il to K(i:;l.ifi(l with the

utmost i)():!sil)le (li'spatcii.

In an undertaking;- ol' tiiis (l<'s(;ri|>liori, iniicli must, of

course, be always k-li to \hu (ii>><'r<-iioii ni i\u; coinrnandirig'

oflicer ; and, as tin; ohjcuts of tliiit liXjx diiion liavo heeii

fidly explained to you, and you havr alrcuily liad some ex-

perience on service of tliis n.iture, wc am convinced we

cannot do better than leave it to your jiidyim nl, when on

the spot, in the event of your not inaltiii!^ a pa*sn(^c thi!i

season, either to winter on Ihi! (-oaul, with the view of iol-

lowinj^ u]) next season, any iiopii or <'X|ieclaliuns which

your observations thin year may lead you lo entertain, or to

return to Kni^land, to report to uh tin' result of sue h obser-

vations ; always recoUectm;; our anxiety for the health,

comfort, and safety of yourseH', your oHi'.erH, and men ; and

further considering how far the advanliit;e of Htartinr; next

season from an advaiuied jHibition, m.iy not be counter-

balanceil by what may be suH'ired diiiint; the winter, arid

by the want of s;ieh rel'reshtncntand reliltini^:, bh would be

afforded by your return to IOn;'land,

it riu;lit to caution you !t;.^airi'<t "tufTerin!* theWe de(

two vessels placed under your ()r<terti to (leparale, except

in tlie event of accideni or unavoidable iieceHnity, and we

desire you to keep up the uioht unrevifrvcd communications

with the commander of the (.•rip<'r ; pl.nintf in him every

proper confidence, and ac(piainiin(; hiiii v,ilh tin; general

tenor of your orders, and with your vi»!W» and intentions,

from tinii; to time, in tluMXi iiKion of iheui ; that the ser-

vice may have tin; full bent fit of your uniled iHortM in the

prosecution o f sucl 1 a service nd that, in the event of ui

avoidable separation, or of any accident to yourself, liii'ut.

Liddon may hav(; the ailviuta;re ui kii'nviii'j; up to ihu

latest pra'Jticable period, all your ideuH and intcniious re-
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lative to a satisfactory cuiupls^tioii ofttii!) interesting; under-

taking.

We also recommend, that as frcqunnt an cxclinni^o take

place, as conveniently may be, of tiie observations made in

the two ships ; that any scientific discovery made by the one

be, as quickly as possible, communicr.tc:! for the advantaj^e

and f^uidance of the other, in Tnakin;^ their future oh^erva-

tions ; and to increase tlie chance of the observations ol' itolh

bein<^ preserved.

We have caused a fifreat variety of valuable instruments

to be ])ut on board (lie ships untier your orders ; of which

you will be lumi-hcd with a list, mikI fi,r the return of

•Ahich you will be held responsible ; and we have also, at

the recommendation of the President and Council of the

Royal Society, ordered to he received on board the llecla,

Captain Sabine, of the Floyal Artillery, who is represented

to us as a j^entleujan well slsilled in Astronomy, Natural

History, and various branches of knowledge, to assist you

in makin;^ such observations as may tend to the improve-

ment of (ieoirraphy and Navii^atini), and the advancement

of science in sjeneral. Ainon;^ other subj(!cfs of scientific

inquiry, you will jjarticularly <lir« ct your attention to the

variation and inclination of the inap^netic needle, and the

intensity of the magnetic force
;
you will endeavour to

ascertain how far the needle may he affected by the atmos-

pherical electricity, and what rfl'cct may be produced on

the electrometer and inat;netic nee<lle on the appearance of

the Aurora Borealis. You will keep a correct rei;ister of

the temperature of the air, and of (he sea, at the surface and

at difii-rent dcptlis. You will cause the dip of the ho-

rizon to be frequently observed by the dip sector, invented

by Dr. W'ollaston ; and ascertain what effect may be pro-

duced by measurinj;; that dip across fields of ice, as com-

pared with its measurement across the surface of the open

sea. You will also cause frequent observations to be made

for ascertaininjj the ri.'fraction, and what effect maj( be pro-
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duced by observing an object, citber celestial or terrestrial,

over a field of ice, as compared with objects observed over

a surface of water ; together with such other meteorolo-

gical remarks as you may have opportunities of making.

You arc to attend particularly to the height, direction, and

strcngthof the tides, and to the set and velocity of the cur-

rents ; the deptli and soundings of the sea, and the nature

of the bottom ; for which purpose you are supplied with

an instrument better calculated to bring up substances than

the lead usually employed for this purpose.

And you are to understand that although the finding a

passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific is the main

object of this expedition, yet, that the ascertaining the cor-

rect position of the different points of the land on the west-

era shores of Ba din's Bay, and tlie different observation!

you may be enable<l to make wiih regard to the magnetic

influence in that neighbourhood supposed to be so near the

site of one of the great magnetic poles of the earth, as well

ns such other observations as you may have opportunities of

making in Natural History, Geography, &c. in parts of the

globe &c. little known, must prove most valuable and in-

teresting to tlie science of our country ; and we, therefore,

desire you to give your unremitting attention, and to call

that of all the officers under your command, to these points
;

as being objects likely to prove of almost equal importance

to the principal one before mentioned, of ascertaining whe-

ther there exist any passage to the northward, from the one

ocean to the other.

For the purpose, not only of ascertaining the set of the

currents in the Arctic Seas, but also of affording more frc-

(|uent chances of hearing of your progress, we desire that

you do, frequently after you have passed the latitude of 65

degrees north, and onco every day, when you siiall be in au

ascertained current, tlirow overboard a bottle, closely

sealed, and containing a paper stating the date and posi-

tion at which it is launched ; and you will give similar or<

P. V 2. K
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(lers tn the Cominnndcr of (!io fiiipcr, to 1)p excnitcd in

ease ut 8('|)iirati()ii ; ami, lor tins j)iirj)osc, we liave ttuiised

eaoli ship to he siii>i)lit(l witli papers, on wliieh is printed in

several lani^uay;es, a reipiest, that whoever may find it should

take measure lor traiisiiiitdnt^ tt to this ollice.

And although you are not to he drawn aside from the

main object of the service on whieh you arc employed, as

long as you may he cnah!ed to make any proajreas
;

yet,

whenever you may he impeded by the ice, or find it neces-

sary to approach the coasts of the coiilin(Mit or islands, you

ait; to cause views of bays, iirbours, headlands, &c. to bo

carefully taken, to illustialc <4iid explain llie track of tlie

vessels, or such cliarts as you may be able to make ; in

which duty you will bi; assisted by Lieutenants Heechey

and Hoppner, whose skill in drawin;^ is represented to he

so considerable, as to supersede the necessity of appointing

professional draughtsmen.

You are to make use of every means in your power to

collect and preserve such specimens of the animal, mineral

and vesfctable kins,iloms, as you can conveniently stow on

board the ships ; and of the larj^er animals you are to cause

accurate drawings to be made, to accompany and elucidate

the descriptions of tlieni : in this, as well as in every other

part of your scientific duty, we trust that you will receive

material assistance from Captain Sabine.

" In the event of any irreparable accident happening to

either of the two ships, you are to cause the officers and

crew of the disabled ship to be removed into the other ; and

with her singly to proceed in prosecution of the voyage, or

return to England, according as circumstances shall apj)ear

to require ; understanding that tin; officers and crews of

Loth ships are hereby authorized and required to continue to

perform their duties, according to their respective ranks

and stations, on hoaril either ship to which they may he so

removed, in the event of an occurrence of this nature.

Should, unfortunately, your own siiip he the one disabled.
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you are, in tliiit cane, to take tlie coiiiinand of the Griper

;

and in the event of any fatal accident liappeninj; to yourself,

Lieut. Liddon is liereby authorised to take the command of

the Ilecia, jilacinj; the oflicer of the expedition vdio may

then be next in seniority to him in command of tlic Griper
;

also, in the event uf your o\v:i inability by sickncHs or other-

wise, at any period of this service, to continue tu carry

these Instructions into execution, you are to transfer tiiem

to the oflicer the next in command to you employed on tho

Expedition, who is hereby rei|uircd to execute them in the

best manner lie can, for the attainment of the several objects

in view.

" His Majesty's Government havinij apjiointcd Lieu-

tenant Franklin to the command of an expedition to explore

the northern coast of North America, from tlic mouth of

the Copper-mine River of Ilearnc, it would be tiesirabie,

in the event of your touchiui^ on that coast, to leave some

testimonial of your having been there, willi tiie d,ite, and

such circumstances as you may find convenient, for the

lieutenant's information ; and you will do tlie same wherc-

ever you may stop on that coast, by erecting; a pole, having

a flag, or some other mark, l)y which it may be distin-

guished at a distance, (and you slioulil en<leavour to place

such mark on the situation in which it may be most exten-

sively visible,) and burying a bottle at the foot of it, or

otherwise, containing an ai)stract of your [troceedings and

future intentions; corresponding instructions having been

given to Lieutenant Franklin to leave a similar notice at

any convenient part of the coast whirh Ik; may discover be-

tween the mouth of the said river ind the eastern part of

North America.

" Yini are, while executing the service pointed out in

these Instructions, to take every op|)ortunity that may
ofTer of ae>j[uaiiiting our .Secretary, for our ini'crmalion,

with your |)rogress : and on yuur .iriival m l^igland, you

ure immediately to repair to (lii- uiWcr, in
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fore us a full account of your proccctlings in the whol«

course of your voyage; taking care, before you leave tlie

sliip, to demand froui the oflicers, petty officers, and all

other persons on board, the logs and journals they may have

kept; together with any drawings or cliarts they may have

made; wliich are all to be sealed u^. ; and you will issue

similar directions to Lieutenant Liddon and Jii9 officers,

&c. ; the said logs, journals, or other documents, to be

tlicreafter disposed of as we may think proper to deter-

mine.

Given under our iiaiids the Ist day of May, 1819

Mki.ville,

G. MdOjjE,

G. CuCKBURN.

(Signed)

Uy Command of ihiir Lordnhipn,

(Signed) J. W. Choker.

To Lieutenant William Edu-ard Parry,
Commanding His Majesty's Ship the

Ul-,Cl.A.

The wind continuing contrary during the remainder of

the month of April, the two shijjs were towed down to Noitli-

fleet by steam boats, on the 4th of May, and on the 10th

they took their departure from the Nore. As they crossed

the Atlantic, a bottle was thrown overboard daily, according

to the instructions which Ca|)t. Parry received from the

Lords of the Admiralty, containing a printed jjaper stating

the date and situation of the sliips. A request in six diffi^r-

ent languages was added recpiesting any person who found

it to send it to the secretary of the Admiralty at London,

and to state the time and place at which the bottle was

found.

The Hecia was found to be a much superior sailor to the

Griper ; and she often had to take the latter vessel in tow

or to lay by for her coming up.

On the 4th of June, being King George the Third's birth-

day, an aililitional allouant*! ol' ^log was served to each
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mess, that they mii^lit drink their soverei«:fiJ's health. On

the 18lh they first saw tlie ice, and not long after noticed se-

veral iceberg!-, or large piles or mountains of ice. On the

34th a succession of icehergs were observed extending several

miles, and the intermediate spaces were covered with ice

beyond where the eye cuuld reach.

On the 25th the ships were completely surrounded with

ice and immovable ; and continued in this state till the 30th,

when after great eftbrts they succeeded in extricating the ships,

but with some serious damage to the vessels. On tlic 3d of

July, they again fell in with a succession of icebergs

and the sea running high and dashing against them, hud a

very terrific appearance. The ice was so thick that the Gri-

per had not power to force her way, but followed in the

Irack of the llecla ; and ofteiuiines the boats were occupied

in towing the ships into the open sea.

Herds of sea horses were seen, which were so tame that

the boats came often within a few yards of them before the

crew fired. They also saw several bears, some of which

they killed ; these animals however sometimes attacked the

boats and put the crews into an alarm.

On the 18th of July, the ships had a most arduous «luty

in passing through the ice, and one of the boats, in which

was Mr. Palmer one of the midshipmen, was upset. The
crew escaped by getting on the ice.

On the 21st having proceeded as far as the 73rd degree

of latitude, and perceiving no possibility of a passage from

the closeness of the ice, they altered their course, and the

ships were worked through the ice by hawsers, and from the

crow's nest, (an enclosement of wood at the mast head) no

opening could be discovered. At length on the 25tli, a

small opening appeared, and the ships were warped through

the ice. Every eflbrt was now used to get the ships through

the ice, to Sir James Lancaster's Sound.

On the 29th they got into the latitude of "73" 51' and lon-

gitude 67" 47', and the wind blowing stiong, the ice dia-
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persctl, i\\u\ till! sliipssiiiliMl ii|>wrtr(ls of sixty miles, and soon

Bntcred Sir .James Liuicastfi's Sound. Thoy now found

great numbers of larj^c whales swimmiiiij around them, and

were exhilarated at the knowledge that by perseverance

stimulated by a confidence of success, they had reached

their present destination a month earlier than Capt. Ross

had done.

On the 31st the ships stood in for Possession Bay, and

noticed a (laj? staff which had been erected the preceding

year by Capt. Ross's people. Mr. Fisher (he assistant sur-

geon, on going a few miles up the country, perceived the

marks of human feet, and noticed marks that the Esipii-

maux had at some former period visited this spot.

They now proceeded to sail up Sir James Lancaster's

Sound, and made considerable way. In attempting to take

in some ice which was to supply the want of water, one of

the boats was upset by the fall of a large |»iece of ice, as the

men were occupied in breaking it oil'. Hcing anxious

to proceeil, and the Griper bi'ing a heavy sailor, Capt.

I'arry determined to i)roeeed without her ; and giving

Liieutenant Liddon directions how to proceed and a|)point«

ing 85* west, and the middle of the sound as a j)laeeof ren-

dezvous, the Ilecia luiit her way with a press of sail to de-

termine the j)ossibili() of a i)assage this way into the Arctic

sea. The efforts now making arrested the attention of all on

board ; officers and seamen crowded the rigging, and every

eye was fixed in anxious expectation. The place called the

crow's nest, which as before observed, was an enclosed

place, at the mast head, from whence the ai)pointed person

might keep a good look out, continually were making re-

ports of the situations which presented themselves to their

notice. The sea was free from ice, and many on board were

now calculating upon seeing ley Cape.

The ships continued to make daily progress up Lancaster

Sound sometimes boring their way tlnoiigli long tracks of

loe, and in foggy weather. They passed various iblands. I
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to wliicli (';il»t. I'iirry !;mvo iiuiiies, nnd advniu-ed WPHtward

as fust as the unfavourable winds would |)eriiiit to the lat. of

74°, longitude 100* The sea befor<' (licin appeared as one

field of ice, exce[»tinty a small channel of sullicient brciidth to

ndinit the passai^e of the ships.

On the 28th of Auijust they reached an island to which

Capt. Parry j^avethe name of Kyani IMarlin's Island, in lati-

tude 75" a*, loni^itudc 103° iV. Capt. Sahine, Mr. Ross,

Mr, Edwards, antl Mv. Fisher went on shore ; after which

a lliick fog coming on, guns were continually fireil as signals

from the ships. On returning tlie gentlemen stated that

they had seen the remains of several Esipiimaux huts and

found the island more fertile than any land they had noticed

in the j)olar regions. Tracks of the musk ox and rein deer

were also visible in many places which shewed that these ani-

mals had lately been in these parts.

The ships continued to advance witli great confidence (o

the 29th, when they found land to the northward arresting

their progress ; to the southward the ice appeared as an ob-

struction ; the compass had long ceased to fulfil their of-

fice,—a thick fog enveloped them in darkness, so that the

ships could see each other only at intervals and then only at

a short distance. Aiie. some hours, the weather so far

cleared as to enable them to discover a track through the ice,

which lay ahead, and some ap{)earaiice of an open sea at a

distance. The ships were often in the foggy weather in the

habit of taking each other as the point to sail by. The
Hecla keeping the Griper directly astern and the Griper

keeping the Hecla right ahead ; thus steering one ship by the

other.

On the 1st of September a breeze springing up and the

ice clearing away the ships shaped their course to the west-

ward. On the following day they had sight of a star, being

the only one tliey had seen for near two months, by which

it must be munilest what fogs tln-y hail met with. The ships

received now some heavy blows from the ice, although they
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were from looHe ami broken pieces through which the ships

were now inuking their passage. Finding they could not

get to the westward, tliey stood in for land, and a large party

from both shii)s went on sliore with a view to kill deer.

They had however but little siiCL-ess, althongli it appeared

evidently that several musk oxen and deer had been on

the spot, and the place was in a high state of vegetation ;

quantities of hair and wool being observed in different parts.

They found several heads of the musk ox, anti saw two

deer, but they kept at too great a distance from the party

to alTord them the opportunity of killing them. The latitude

was 74" 58*, and their longitude 107' 3'. At this place a

bottU was buried containing the names of the ships and

other particulars.

The approaches of winter now began to be manifest, the

main ice approaching towards the shore, aiul contracting

the space through which the siiips could make their way.

They were now making little progess, and were impressed

•with the grei)t probability that they sliould have to pass a

long winter somewhere near their present station ; still how-

ever they took advantage of all opportunities of proceeding,

and at a few minutes alter nine o'clock in theevenin:^ of the

fourth of September crossed the meridian of 1 10* W from

Greenwich, and in the latitude of 74i° 1 1', by which they be

came entitled to a leward voted by the parliament of fivo

thousand pounds. This sum had been olTered by the go-

vernment under the authority of an act of parliament to en-

courage the efforts for a discovery of a NVV passage, an<l

to commemorate the circumstance an headland on Melville

Island which they had just passed was called Bounty Cape.

On the following <lay, being Sunday the 3th, Capt. Parry

nssei-.bled the men on deck and gave tiiem an oilieial notifi-

cation that they were entitled to tlie he'.ne mentioned reward,

and then took occasion to urge them to use every effort to pro-

ceed further before the winter advanced, as tlien he said, he

doubted not ofeffecting, the ensuing summer, the passage they
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wore particularly Bcnl to explore, or determinp itsittipossihility.

He senia message oflikepuiportto Lieut. Liddon, and ordered

nnaiiditional allowance of meat and beer on the occasion.

The ships at this time lay in a bay to which Capt. Parry

gave the name of Ilecla and Griper Bay, and the wind in-

creasing, the vessels were brought to anchor in seven fathoms

wafer, having not till now dropped anchor since the ships left

the coast of Norfolk in England.

On the 0th the boats were sent to bring on board some moss

peat which was f^abstituted for coals, and the wind moderating,

the ships made sail round a cape a short distance, but on ex-

ploring the seaaround, it appeared manifest that no passage to

the westward could be effected. On the 7tli a herd of ani-

mals, supposed to be musk oxen, were seen feeding, and

two white liares were killed by some of the oflicers.

On the Hth the ships were towed in shore, and on the 9th

the ice was so close as to preclude all chance of the ships be-

ing able to move. Two large bodies of ice called icebergs,

whicii were aground near the shore, formed bays, in which

the Ilecla and Griper were lecured from accidents from the

li -ge pieces of floating ice and other dangers. Three days

•>!";f;! Mr. Deaiy shot a musk ox, but the smell wa.^ unplea-

iV..!jt, ind none seemed to relish the flesh as food. The Hocia
•

. M; ju >ved farther in shore, which was a fortunate circum-

•tui .;, as the iceberg was driven from its situation.

On the 10th Mr. Fife and a part of the crew of the Griper

were sent in pursuit of rein-deer, whose footsteps they had no

ticed. Night came on without any appearance of their return,

and considerable anxiety mus felt for their safety. Early in

the followinij ruorniiig therefore, a party was sent in search of

!iii;Mi; but a heavy fall of snow coming on, all traces of ihe

fornier party were- lost, mid these latter persons missed their

road 'lack, and it was not till affer dark, and rockets were fired

(V.iiri ilie ship, that they were able to get back, in a state of

tjreat distress and ^udrriii;;. after a fruitless search forlheii

coiiipunifuis. Auollicr ni;^!it of distiessing anxiety waspassej
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H.nd purllf's woro n|^aiii scut on iIm' lookuwr 1:\t fl\n mc;yr>

time a iar;^e mast with a (la^ was <-r«<t<:<l \>v «w <t»{\nvVin^

hill, and smaller poles \vi(h diri^ctiouK af,tH<'U<><l 'Vvrl\i'm w#»T'»

stuck lip, stating that prnisioris would be tvk*i»(i rtnd»»r fii«

fli.? "^taflT. But it was not till tin" IJJtIi, afu-f f,\^y hurl h«>«n

t four (lays, that any of tiic parly w>-fv ^Uf.'A'^^vcd.

i . r. Fife's party consisted of liiinsfir au<l iiif M.»n ; and

after they had wandered for Ihn r daysth^-y \>Wr^^d fhe Ha<'

staff at a ffreat distance. iler<' a dillcriiiiM \>) v^«iivn Hnwe,

whether what (hey saw was a pole <'rHot».<i U«-lrV<» fhi^y had

fsetout, at acousideralili' dislance from th«- hU^, (\f w^s in-

tended for their <;uidaiic(' ; and tlicir opiniwuh 'Vtvi'Hwcirc.nro-

stance so differed, thai four of the party ptu«>i>4i»di frtwardM

the sisjnal post, and Mr. I'ife, and (wo ol tin »»»;wH«*n, be-

lievinj^ it to he (lu; slad' whi(di had bi in «'.ri;o(,.^ av/»vioih to

their journey, took aipiile (lilfiriiit route. 'J'U«^v»v men af-

ter ajourney of much falijiue na* li< d (h< thij/ tiUtV, Ani\ par-

takiuf;' ()f(h(> provisiotis and sonu' rum plu<'.i;(l •t,l»iv^_, f|)py at

temptt'd to proceed, and per«(i\inj; foo1^U•.p^.. |UH \r\ with

a party under Mr. Xias, wiio weru iu m'uj ••li JIm« fVm. Tltf

distress of the officers and m<ri was inen^iiwi^l,, iwfhe ;ippre-

hensiun that I\Ir. Fife and the two huilorh j»v«UU' |><*i'i'<h. A
new iiarty wen; just on the |ioiul of seUiu^ wK^ #l<i»n adviro

was brought that they were found.

Every attention was now paid to iL< mIuhJiivv i'^ ^iie.h nf

the lost par(y as appeared to be in daii);«-f . ^vtwt^ i-.f th«m

were severely frost i)i(teii, and all of (liiiii j^ 4, rt«,it> ^f OT-eat

exhausdon; but every a((eiition hein;i pwid \v:'ii««ir Mluaiion

they all recovered in a few days. 'J"h»h «.»f<,Mn«f,irt,>a <;ave

name to a point of land which was iu con{i<Kju>H<M cM^'A Cape
VrovKlence.

On the loth the weather bein^ < leaf , tin 4(^^ iMUffA «rtil

to the westward, passim; ('ape ProMd«ut<,

of ice, which drifted IVom (lie shore, r ttV «iv .drwft frt the

llecla as to strike litr \<idently, and ljii<.(l u>/ lii*v r(i<id«r

Th.e ships (• iitmuei neur ih« lamJ wu t,>»»- WUvwifHCday,
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From this time to (li« 'il^l, tin- hhi))* »,iil»(f wiifi diirrciilty

through the sm:ill o|)«iiin;;;s uliicliorcaKiorinlly »f!refli3<:ovfred,

and sometimes pressed tliroiif;li tht;n<;w i«!« whirh was gather-

ing round very fast. The Griper wat f<»r«'«<l on shore by a

powerful body of ice. In this dilcinma it ;i[jj)fared necessary

to lighten her in ord(;r to gel her afloat. Fortunately the wind

drove the ice from tiie shore, and llic ti<ie ri<»ifi'^',the ves.sclwas

got afloat. The near ap|)roa(;li of wintiT, anil the many hin-

drances which daily presentetd (hi'mselvc!*, now manifested tho

necessity of si'eking tlic most cli;;)!)!!' hiiuafion for the ships to

be stationed till (lie ensuing siimtii' r. With ibis view, on tbo

2inil tliesliips weighed anchors, and «ti'ered Vmnrtln Hechiand

Griper I5ay, at wiiii h])lacethey liad seen i\n- rn'i<it proper situa-

tion (o place the sliips during the vvin(<r. The ire now accii-

mn la I I'd so fast, tliat Uiev Ix'ganlol'car (he t(hij»4Wordd be frozen

in (luring tlie night, and that (iiey ini;iht no) reach {]if harbour,

('apt. Tarry niaiinrd a i:oa(, and ai(;o»i(»ariied by another

boat from tho (Iriper, and the wind l'a\oiiring ihem }y opening

a passane, they landt-d on (in' v\<st hide of the harbour, and

made a signal Cor (he ships (o make' (oMard4 it. A body of

lixcd ice of several inilies (hick b;ul for"i<-d in tli« liartioiir,

and it appeared that to bring tin; ships into a phice of .security,

i( would be lU'ces^ary (o cu( achanni'l (hroogh it, f(;r the len"tli

of (wo miles. They made hoh^ (hrough |!m- ice atdid'erent

places, and found (hi' dcpili ol' ihiii intended channel to be

several fathoms. On I he "Jllli I In; M\n', were brought into a

proper situation for conimi ncin;; (he opmin;,', andCapt. Parry

ordered a par(y to sound and mark the moul j. roper way for tho

cliannel to be cut. 'I'ho opening o) thin pannage Has a work of

immen.sc labour and l'a(inin', and mi the viinml morning of tho

attempt, the opening lhr<Hi;;h which (he i«hip<t had passed wa.i

fcnind so miudi fro/.en, that (hi'\ were obliged jo I rce tlia

pieces of ice wiiLih were iiovvcnt to form the channel, under

the great body of ice; to effect which, M'^cral of the crew.̂ tood

on one end of the pieces, while other>iHillt ropi* raine-d tliA

opposite end. luacconii>lisiiing (hi. .(hi mm .tood nptothtiir
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knees in wntcr. On iIh- l!iir.l (l;iv tlif cariiil was complefei*

rut, and tlio sliip? wpre -Nvarpe;! into linMr |)roper stations, ami

the ca])tain named the place Winter IIar1)0iir.

Having- thus jjhiced the sliips, tiicy had now time to reflocl

on the various dilliciilties which tiiey mv^ld expect toencoimter

in the course of tiic ensuinpj months. Secluded from all inter-

course with others, dark and dreary days and nights to bo

passed, and no means of recreation or comfort tobe proem ed,

excepting what the ships' stores alTorded ; much depended

upon the management and forethought of the officers in com-

mand : to this end regulations for the maintenance of good or-

der and for promoting the health of the crews were issued.

The decks were roofed over with a wadding tilt, and every

mode was adopted to shelter the crew from the snow and

wind. They were also cleared, so as to afford room for the

crews to walk when the severity of the weather might pre-

vent them from taking exercise on shore,

A house w as built for the reception of the clocks and ma-

thematical instruments which liad been brought out. This

was erected with sonu; labour, as the ground was so frozen

as to be opened with dilliculty. It was however at length so

built and lined with moss, as to sustain a warm temperature

at the severest part of the winter

Attention was paid to adopt all useful regulations to jjro-

mote the health of the crews, v>ho at this time, with a few ex-

ceptions, were in as good health and sj)irits as when they

quitted their native country. Stoves were erected, and

stove pipes so placed, as to imj)art heat and convey the warm

nir between the decks. Beer was brewed of the essence of

malt and hops, until the weather became so severe that the

Uquor would not ferment. Donkin's preserved meat, sour

krout, pickles, and vinegar was issued. Lime juice and su-

gar, mixed with water, was supplied to the men. Attention

was paid to their clothing, and the men were ilaily mustered

and examined by the |)ro|)(Tollic<Ts. The bedding also, was

regularly examined. Tii« iiudical olliccrs examijicd every

i
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iiiuii ut stati'il times, to obseivc if any appearances of an

iiiiheiiUliy tliaracter were inanifested.

To prevent a state of inactivity, Capt. Parry proposed to

tlie oflicers to establish a course of tlieatricai amusements;

which beinfj readily acceded to, Lieutenant Beechey was

a])pointed to superintend the performances, and on the 5th

of November, the ships' crews were amused by a theatrical

exhibition. A Newspaper was also established and pub»

lished weekly under the conduct of one of the oflicers, to

which they gave the Name of the North Georgia (Jazelte

and Winter Chronicle. These various contrivances were

adopted and |)uis«ed that the rninds of the people might be

occupied and diverted during (lie many dark and dreary

months they liad to remain frozen up in Winter Harbour.

Before the close of the month of October, the sea was

completely frozen over, and presented to the eye one solid

and compact field of unmoveable ice. They saw several

rein deer, and a white bear pursued one of the crew to th«

ships, where some of the people fired at, and wounded him,

but nevertheless he made his escajie. On the lOtii of Octo-

ber, a party went in jjursuit of some rein deer ; and staying

out until the night set in, considerable apprehension was ex-

cited on their behalf, and others were sent in search of them,

and rockets fired to direct them the way. One man was

found in that state of insensibility which excessive cold in-

duces ; his hands were frost bitten, and probably he would

have perished, but for the assistance of those sent in pursuit

of them. His fingers were become still", and it was after-

wards necessary to take oil' three of them. Some of the gen-

tlemen who went on this party were so ailected as to a])j>ear

in a state of idiotcy ; but on being taken into the cabin and

properly attended to, they soon recovered their usual fa-

culties. I n consequence of this circumstance, direction posts

were erected on dillerent high parts, pointing to the ships.

About the middle of October the snow, during a hard

gulc of wind, drifted with buch force that it was found uv
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eessary <okor|) uii.ler (lie covcriiij^M erected, and to extend

a line fioin sliip to ship, and I'loin tiie ships to the shed

erected on tlie land, as tlie sij^ht was interrupted by tlic

accumulation of the snow. Tlie deer ahout this time accu-

muhited in considerable numbers, probably it being the

time of their departure from these nuions. Parties who

went out afterwards with their fjun" to kill game, returned

without discovorini^ animals of any kind. The party had now

about five hours of day-lii^ht, the remainder of the twenty

four were marked by its absence. A peculiar sensation at-

tended the toucliiiii^ of any nietallie sul)stanee, tending to

)>roduco a kind uf pain as when a person had passed his hand

on heated iron.

In the bcginnini; of November the sun took his departure

for the winter iisonlhs ; and to excite a sj)irit of activity,

and present a means of exciting- attention among the Crew,

the force of Miss in her Teens was performed by ditlercnt

ollicers of the >liips. Tic; pre|)arations necessary on the

occasion ucinipicd a few days of their time, and tended to

their lieallh and diversion ; these kind of amusements were

afterwards rop(>at('ii. Half the month of J)cceud)er had

now passed away, and it was liceome exceedinifly ilif-

fieult to use some of the instruments ; fur if on looking

through the glasses any breath escaped from the mouth of

the party, it heeanie converted into a coat of ice on the

glass. The vivid liglit of the Aurora Horcaln was now
constantly visiting them, and alforded most intei«i.ling sub-

jects for their observation. The vinegar becamo frozen,

the lemon juice, which had been carefully pairked in bottles,

froy.o, and the bottles burst. They had a few gallons of

concentrated vinegar, which resisted the ojieration of the

frost, at least it only assumed the consistency of lard.

One half the winter passed away and they approachetl

the new year, without having exjierienced the tedium whidi

such a hingihcned period of ilarkucss might have been ex-
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ppcted to produce, nnd (lic^ f«-U Kurpritied at (lie quickness

with which the time lind a|)])eured to pass hy.

To keep up the spirits of tlie cmw by occupying their

time, they were divided into four ivatches, and a daily

course of duty required to he fulfilled ; an inspection took

place as to the state of their health, cleanliness, warmth of

cloathing, and their general comfort ; the sides of the ship

were ruhbed with dry cloths, to take off any humidity that

might appear, and the decks and other parts were rubbed

with hot sand. If iiny appearance of ice between decks, it

was scraped ott'and carefully removed, and a pipe conveying

hot air was placed in a «lircction to remove such dampness.

Capt. Parry remarks that this inconvenience might to a great

degree have been avoided, by a sutficient quantity of fuel to

keep up two good fires on the lower deck, throughout the

twenty-four hours ; but the slock of coals would not per-

mit this, considering the probability of their spending a se-

cond winter within the Arctic circle, and therefore was only

allowed on a few occasions during the most severe part of

the winter. When the weather permitted, they were sent

on shore to walk or take exercise, and on other occasions

they were r<'(iuired to run for a time round the deck, sing-

ing some tune or some one j)laying an organ. In the even-

ing they were left to amuse themselves as they might feel

inclined, and the officers spent their evening in musical

])ursuits, or in some game of amusement.

The Sundays ii-jipcar to have been generally spent in much

of a christian s])irit. A regular course of duties were gone

through, and the peculiar circumstances under which their

religious services were performed impressed no small de-

gree of seriousness and reverence on the occasion. On
Christmas Day also divine service was performed and an ad-

ditional allowance of grog and provisions issued to the men

Symptoms of scurvy having made their appearance .in

Mr. Scalloii, the irunner oi the llcela, ipt. irry

raiHe sallads of mustard and cress in his cabin, in mouId
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placed along the sido of (Ik; stovt- \n\n', nml lie was so far

successful as to gfiieiully procuiv a small cro|) on the

sixth or seventh day. The use of these were so far suc-

cessful on Mr. Seallon, that in a few days he found himself

in a considerable state of convalescence.

On the fifteenth of January they saw a remarkable in-

teresting display of the Aurora Borealis, forming a com-

plete arch, and varying its lights in the most wonderful

manner. During the whole time of their staying here,

though these northern lights continually appeared, nothing

bearing comparison with this was observed on any other oc-

casion.

On the 3d of February the sun was seen for the first time

this year, having not been visible since the 1 1 th of November.

The weather was about this time more severely cold than

at any other part of the season, and frequently frost bitten

cases were brought under the surgeon's notice. Most of the

cases were in the feet, which being at so great a distance

from the center of circulation, were more likely to be af-

fected. Whenever any cases did occur, it was with great

slowness that a recovery proceeded, and in general it was

with the loss of the toe-nail, or of the skin.

It was matter of very great interest to notice, at how

great a distance sounds were heard. Conversation in the

common tone of voice might be distinctly heard at the dis-

tance of a mile.

The increasing length of the day, and the presence of

the sun, induced Capt. Parry to attempt opening the win-

dows below deck. The Hecia had double windows in her

stern, with an interval of about two feet between each win-

dow. It appeared that the vapour which had arisen from

the stoves had become frozen between the two windows, so

that more than a dozen baskets full of ice were removed in

order to admit the light. The consequence of this however

was, that the cabin became excerdingly cold, and it was

impossible to sit there without being warmly wrapped up.
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An accident of a most serious nature took place on tfa*

Q4tli of February. The house erected on shore for tlie re-

ception of tlie clocks and instruments, by some accident took

(ire. The crew at the time were on deck takin(^ their usual

exercise, so that a most ready attention was paid, and for-

tunately it was soon got under ; but the effort was accom-

panied with distressing circumstances of frost-bite to seve-

ral of the crew. Almost every nose and cheek, manifested

by their deadly whiteness, (while they were engaged in put-

ting out the flames) the state in which they were, and the

medical gentlemen, with assistants, were employed rubbing

the par(s with snow, so that no less than sixteen men were

added to the sick list, in consequence of this accident, and

with the loss of some of their fingers.

On the 19th of March, they concluded their theatrical per-

formances with the Citizen, and the Mayor of Garratt. Th«
theatre was now dismantled, and the enclosures removed

to afford light to the officers cabins.

Their solicitude to proceed on the purposes of their voy-

age was now considerable. They had advanced to the mid-

dle of April ; the sun was seventeen hours out of the twenty-

four above the horizon, yet still the cold was extremely se-

vere, and a cloudy sky, and a white surl'aco, both on land

and sea, chilled every prospect. The health of the ships

companies however daily im))roved as the season advanced,

and all appeared in a convalescent state

The temperature of the air, by the end of April, became

80 much more mild, that the'thermometer stood at tbe freez-

ing point, and some of the crew seemed disposed to forego

the use of some of their clothing, but were prerented by

their superior officers. Their clothing, which had hitherto

been washed and dried below deck by means of the stoves,

was now exposed for this purpose to the open air. Under

the apprehension that it might be caedful, the provisions were

reduced to two-thirds the usual allovvunce, which was sub-

mitted to by both officers and men without a murmur
P. V. 2. G
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In the middle of May, tlie crew proceeded to cut the tco

from the sides of tiie ship. This was a cold and tedious per-

formnnce, and occupied their attention for nine days. To-

wards the end of tliismontli, they had a smart shower of rain,

yet except in this instance, but little appearance of a thaw

was manifest, end tiiey we»e now approaching very near to

the time of the sun's longest continuance among- them. Th«»

Commander had resolved upon an excursion to Tahle Hill,

and to make a circuit of the country. Every one offered to

be of the party ; but Capt. Parry thought proper to confine

his number to eleven persons beside himself. A small car

was built to carry provisions, a cooking apparatus, and othei

necessary articles; and evory one took a knapsack on his

back, and necessary clothing. An additional party went

witii them the first day's journey ; and in good spirits, they

fixed their first encampment, and retired to their repose, each

man having a warm blanket sewed up in the form of n bag.

To avoid the injury which their eyes might sustain by the re-

flection of the sun from the snow, it was resolved to lay up

for their repose in the middle of the day and to travel by

niglit, if night it might he called when the sun was above the

horizon the whole twenty-four hours. They continued their

journey over Melville Island till they came within view of

what appeared to them the frozen sea. To determine this,

Capt. Parry, accompanied by three others of the party, set

out to make a closer e?:aminaiion. On their getting nearer,

they were satisfied by the cracks in the ice of the same nature

as those which occurred at Winter Harbour, that these cracks

were occasioned by the rise and fall of the tide To determine

this point however more satisfactorily, they went a few hun-

dred yards on the ice, and attempted to [make an openings

with a pickaxe ; but after digging about two feet into tlie

ice without obtaiuing an opening, they resolved to return to

the party, and procure more assistance. They returned

therefore to their companions, and the next morning pro-

ceeded with the whole party, and renewed theii- attempt to
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disr ilirougli the ice. After xcveral liourH labour the peo-

ple -at leiit;(li came to water, having dug ioto the ice to the

dentil of nearly fifteen feett The water rose to nearly

within a foot and a half of tku surface, and on tasting it

K was manifestly the sea water. They met with a few

ducks in this neighbourhood, and killed one. At this place

they erected a monument of stones, twelve feet broad at the

base, and placed under it a tin case containing an account

of the party.

Having proceeded to the northern extremity of Melville

Island, they continued theirjourney in a ditTerent direction.

About seven in themorning they halted, and were preparing

fur repose, when it was discovered that a knapsack be-

longing to Mr. Rcid had fallen offtlte cart iutlicirjourney. He
set out to look for it, but did not return till eleven o'clock,,

when he api>eared so severely affected by snow-blindness,,

as to be scarcely able to see his way, so great was tlte glare

of the snow, when the sun shone most powerful upon it.

On the 11th of June, they met with so rough' a road,

,

formed of large blocks of sandstone of all sizes, as occa^ .

sioncd the axle-tree of the cart in which they had carried

their bag^gage to break. As it was now become uselesSj

they pitched their tents, made a fire of the wood, ami

having shot a few ptannigans, made a sumptuous meal com'-

pared with their usual fare. Hitherto they had lived niostiy

on preserved meats, wliioh in general they found hard fro-

zen, wlien taken out of tlieir canisters

It became necessary, in consequence of the breaking of

the cart, thattlie baggage slunild bo carried on the people's

shoulders. It was accordingly distributed in regular pro-

portions, the weight of the oflicers knapsacks h<!iiig a few

pounds lighter than (hose of the men.

Having proceeded in a southerly dire<*tion, for several

miles, over icf, they began to suspect that tliey were cros-

sing agulph olthc sea; and Capt. Parry, desirous of satis'-

fyiug hiiuseir, was proceeding to dig through the ice.
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wlieii one of tr 3 seameu, going to a pool of water on (lie flor,

that he might drink, stated that the water was sidt, ind

thus satisfied his wishes without fiullier trouhle. After this

he ascended tT eminence and obtained a distinct view of

the entrance into it, and named it Liddoii's Culph, after

(he name of the commanding officer >f the Griper.

As the party were now drawing near Winter Harbour,

they resolved to enjoy a day's sporting, Tlicy accordingly

went out in parties early in the morning, and soon saw a

musk ov feeding in an excellent pasture, and where from

its appearance, many more of its kind, as well as deer, had

been lately feeding. On firing at him, the distance was so

great tliat the shot either missed him, or did not penetrate.

He set olTliowever at a r.vpid rate over the liills, and they

saw him no more. Th'^y found a small herd of deer, some

hrer.t-geese, and ptarniignns, hut did not profit mucli from

their excursion. Tliey >!iscovered the remains of some Es-

((uiniaux huts. The moss was spread over the floors, and

ajipeared to be the grow'li of three or four years. A" they

drew near the shi|)s, tlicy were met by almost every officer

and seaman of the shi|)s, who most heartily welcomed their

return, and e.x|>ressed their peculiarjoy to perceive, as (hey

said, that every one of tlie party aj'peared to look in bett«!r

liealtli than when they set out on their departure just n lort-

ntgl t pi-ee(!uing.

During tlie absence of the party in the preceding excur-

sioi,, Lieutenant Lidt'on and the officer left in cmnmand
of the lleda, had beei! diligently occupied in making |)re-

parations .'or the departure of the ships, as soon as the wea-

tlier -ihould |iermit. A great (juantity of ballast had been

taken into each ship, to supply the deficiences which had

been occasioned by tiie consumption of coals, during the

time they had been frozen int(» their present situation

A survey lind been made of the various stores an«l provi-

sions, and excepting the lemon-juice and vinegar noticed

Defore, all was found to be satisfactory. Indeed almost (Ira
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wliolc Appeared to be in as excellent a state of presertation,

aa when taken on board at the time of their sailing from EAg-

Itind.

The snow continued to melt very fast, and a great

change was manifest in the ice ; it being covered with re-

servoirs or basons of water, as the thaw proceeded.

Flocks of ducks and geese, as well ae deer and other

birds, and animals, now continually made their appearance;

and Capt. Parry being desirous to procure as large a sup-

ply as possible for both ships, from which these creatures

kept at a considerable distance, directed a party from each

ship to go out to the ttistance of several miles, and to re-

main there for a few days in order that they might have the

better opportunity of success. Accordingly they set out,

headed by Lieutenants Beechy and Uoppner, taking tents,

blankets, fuel, and the regular allowance of provisions to

each man. By this means they obtained a seasonable sup-

ply of provisions, and the change of diet was highly gratify-

ing to every man on board after having lived on such provi-

sions as the ship afforded for so many months.

The face of the country also presented a general state of

vegetation. Sorrel was gathered in considerable (piantities,

some of the men being rcgub'-ly sent out to pick it. The
leaves were served out to the messes both of otlicers and

men, and eaten as sallads cr boiled aij greens, or made into

puddings. So abundantly were the ships thus supplied, that

their beneficial effects were quickly manifested in the h ^'thy

appearance of the crews.

On the 27th of June a seaman named William S att, and

who liad been on the sick list for about two months, died.

The first symptoms were fever and an inflammation of (he

lungs. Strong symptoms of scurvy were afterwards ma-
nifest, and a tre;tt:nent consistent with the various ap-

pearances which presented themselves was pursued by the

medical ifliccr. A state of stupor afterwards followed,

which was succeeded by delirium. After n time this c;k<
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citcmciit suhsideii ; l.it si relapse sliorlly followed which

carried him off. At the requeHt of the suri^eou, Ca)»taiin

Parry suiTered tlie body to he u|)eiied ; but it appeared af-

terwards that the ^reat obstacle to hiti rifeovery, *Ufi wrtiich

could not but counteract all Hysliiinatic eflbrts, waa a« uh-

fortuti ate propensity to rKpior, which he grati&.-d by illidt

bart(!riii^ witit othersoi' the crew. Thit« event, ii> a voyage

undertaken and ])ursucd under circuaiMtannsit «•> diiier«iit

from all former Toya<res, iii what Irad \mtu considered mi

nniidiabitable climate during the winter iDontliH, ««^»<>n«d L»

such a variety of circunistanceM tending tw eaw>tt dit««ai«e

and deatli, can be con>»i(lered only ai« remarkable, that it

hIiouKI Htand alone, and be tlie only iublance ol the faUl

power of disease amonjf the crew. On the followiu^ Sun-

day, after divine service had been performed, lite body of

the deceased was deposited in a t^rave made fur il» recep-

tion a short (listance from the beach. TIm; ensif^ub and

pendants were lowered half mast tlurini; Uic procestt(iin(4>

th", i^ave, which consisted of the whole crew, both oSiceri

.11(1 r II, The whole wa» si»lemn and impre^Hive, au<lcjn-

duciod with ^reat decorum. A tomb stone wan placed .it

the head of the grave, with an iiiitcription ttaliut; tii« cir-

cumstance.

In the beginning of .Inly an herd of deer bein;{ ofwerved,

u p^irly were disputched ill pursuit of theui ; but tlie open-

ness of the country, p^ivin^ the people ivt oj)portunity of

npproacliing them uii|)erceivud, the whole of them e»cap<id.

Tilt' thaw was now liecome very ra|iid Current* of water

were [lonriiiif down the hills from the melting of tite unuw.

Pools of water were every where forming on the ice from tli«

thaw. Much rain also iell, which increased tlie uumtter aad

depths of the holes in the ice, which now approached lu

thatatatc of rottenness as to make it dangerou* to walk

acroas the pools, lioats were able t'.> pa»M by lueaua of

these pools from ahip to ahip and also from the ship* to the

laud. All the preparations neccAsary for lla-ir d) partuie
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were now completed. The tbcnnoiuetcr now generally

stiiofi at from 55 to60*an(l the most pleasant sensations Were

excited in ail at the comfortable alteration of the tempera-

ture of the weather. The enjoyments of a pleasant walk,

a plentiful supply of good living from the hunting partien,

and tlie abundance of sorrel supplied now for every me«l,

presented such a scene of enjoyment as was most clieering

so far as regarded all their temporal cnmfoi-t ; but (h«

month of July was so far advanced, that they began to be

apprehensive there would be no time for active operations

as to the main object of their enterprize, as winter wouUl

be soon again setting in, for the great body of ice had not

yet broken up so as to make tsea room for the ships.

About the 20th, during a strong breeze, llieice round tlie

ships separated so as to leave them completely free ; no

appearance however j>re8ented itself of any disruption or

opening of the ice out at sea, so as to ulTorda prosport of

their escaping from their present lutuation. ^ '• irw

hummocks of ice were pressed up round the beach, ui I the

moving of these bodies as the wind or tide Taried, put lb(

ahips sometimes into oonsiderablc peril. A large portion

of the ice was detached on the 30th from the main body so

as to leave a greater extent of clear water round the tthipa

and the whole body of ice in the harbour appeared to be

moving, but the mouth of the harbour remained as yet one

body of ice. During the nights the cold now was nianifeit

and the pools of watiir which were on tlie ice became

on these occasions slightly frozen over. The following dny

tlie wind blowing I'resli, and every appearance, by the driving

of the ice, indicating that they would find an opening, Capt.

Parry directed every thing that remaiuud on shore to bo

embarked and prepared for sailing. On the first of August
the ships weighed, and the ice moving, they sailed out of

Winter Harbour, after having been froxcn in upwHr<U of

Iwi months, having passed part of the Septeiuher «f the
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year 1819 and quitting it in the inontli uf A.u^m«( ^ Hut

year 1820.

As the season of the year was so far a<i«ttiWKHl, ilWy

could not but feel anxious to make tlie bent Uh*- of '^ Hwl*

summer which remained for the ]>ur|)ose of purt>uui|]^ ttwiH^r

discoveries. Tlie heaTy masses of ice which titim'j/ m\\itir&

presented themselves and the small a|)])e»rauc*» vf v)<>n< ^pa

were Tery discouragint^ ; but Ca|»t. Farry rei>ol**j<l Kv iw*«

every efVort in pushing to the westward. It rt-Ajutfj^! »^^ify

exertion and the most quick judgment and littnttinn, by

avoid being crushed by the large floes and liuit>u<v«lr4 ^t

ice which were passing or repassing as the wiu<l \^ fiH«*

changed. The Cliiper on «liffereMt days was UKy^l A** fe?t

out of the water.

Capt. Parry look repeated observations on tU*- Itij^lttm*!,

as he sailed to the westward round Meivill*- IsUu^ IV^if

couM discover no clear way for the Bhijjfe to iriv>» If h«»

llecia was often obliged to unship her rudder utWt f^^ it*?)*

prompt efforts to avoid the masses of ice, and wi>»; »kvn<ji«i»IW

standing nipped or severely |)ressed in mor»' tlm«i v»n in

-

stance. The Griper was twisted so as to uiaki lt<i4 '•)«ir>U

a great deal. So truly alarming were the cir«uin»iwH>»^ ftMt

Lieutenant Liddon landed all the journals and <lv«>m4<>n'<t

of importance, and made evrry urrangeiiteul fur h»»»it^ flw

stores and provisions, as \u now began to it*^ »yy»m^r\

sive of shipwreck. Capt. Parry at this tintc »kan/ U:^ tJtnn^t

equally apprehensive for the fate of th>. Ilet-li^ t*y *4W mv*

•o closely surrounded by loose ice, that a flight ^*v,nw>,t r,<f

so weighty a body towanis the shore would Liuv< ^v<4»<«'<<1

most distressing consequences. In the night, IIm- ko ;]^i>

the Hecia a heel of eighteen inches towards tbf tiktuft^ ivtf

it did not appear to do her any material injury. T[k*-f #«i»^

at length relieved from farther apprehel»^ iis m* <iii» ftm<>

by the ice gradually receding from tlie shu' • , iti o^u«>^t»m««

of a fresh breeze springing up.

On the 10th, it being a fine day, Ci>i>i Purr| wrtl <t>M«t««
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uf tbe nlTicers landed, and iiiiul*' :in ex<ur»i'<n (o ilie wmt-

vvanl, along the lii'^h part of llit» bud next tlie )i»'.i, with a

view to ascertain the possihility of flndint; » |iafi)i;i((e that

way. They found a channel of open witWr li«tween tlie

land and tiie ice, extendinu^ as fir as a liejidland, lo whicli

they give the name of Cape Diindan; hut heyond thi<i, to

ilie westward, all apj)eared one soli)! hody of iec. Cap-

tnn Parry, therefore, determined to attempt no longer

tiiiiiiui; in this ilirection, but to make trial of a more «onth>

ern latitude, in which he rtat'ered hiimttlf hi« titTurtn would

he attended with success. Cape l>undat«, whieh was the

most westernmost point of the Polar Sea, whieh they made,

is in latitude 74" 2*, and in loiigittid<' 1 lif CtT. The length

of Melville Island, wliich for so many month« had heen the

scene of their residence, was ahout one litindrcd and thirty-

live miles, and its breadth from forty to fifty milen.

On the return of the party lo the hhi|>s, they rnade Mail to

the eastward. A vi^;ihint wateii wait direcUMl Vt he made
for any opening which might present it»elf. After sailing

a few nules, the ilecla was secured for the night in a kind

of harbour formed by large masseH of ice, which, while it

alTorded the best security to he obtained, wan not a, little

terrific in its appearance, as on the opposite nide manHen of

ice were ucciiiuulated which leaned so much lowarda tbe

ship, as to give the idea that they might fall upon it.

'I'he Griper was made fast near the beach, in more op«>n

situation, and her rudder unshippi'd, in oawe ttUtt tihould he

assailed by the ice. lii efforts to proceed, amid«l all the

diOiculties which these frozen seas pri'Venli'd, tite Kueeeed-

ing days were spent. The large floei of ice which were

'-ailing ahout, often drew more water than th" ahip^, and

tliey received some severe shocks Irom them. The new
ice which formed every night, the situation in which (he

ships were placed, the slmrtncss of the reimtining part of

tilt' season, and the extent of th*'ir ii'sournt

;iid lU'cesMary articles, rei|uired now the moat aeriutia

<• in proviMona

coa<

P. V. 3. U
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Bideration, in reference to tlie accomplisliraent of the pur-

poses of the Toyage, and the health and safety of the

people. In a fortnight tliey would arrive at that period

when it was considered no efforts to navigate the Polar Sea

was practicable.—The distance to Icy Cape was eight or

nine hundred miles, and all their efforts this season had not

taken them the distance of one hundred miles in the de-

sired direction. Indeed, they liad experienced such a

series of difficulties and delays, and the ships had been in

such repeated states of danger, that Captain Parry cunsi-

dered himself, under all circumstances, no longer justified

in his attempt to proceed in discovery

The ships were still in good condition— tlie health of the

whole crew was as good, or nearly so, as when they quitted

England ;—but the loss ol the lemon juice, which was con-

sidered as so powerful an antiscorbutic; the inconvenience

of crowding so many persons within the narrow limits

which the ships allbrde<l, wliicli prevcnled the keeping the

ships in a dry and healthy state; these, with other reasons,

induced Captain Parry to submit a specific question to the

officers, calling upon tliem to take into consideration all

the circumstances, and alter well reflecting on the whole,

to give him their opinion, as to the propriety of pursuing

further the s|)ecific object of their voyage.

After due consideration, the officers gave in tiieir opinion

to Captain Parry, in which they unanimously agreed with

him as to the futility of any further attempts atexjiloring the

sea to the westward; and agreeing in opinion also with him

that it would be better to run to the eastward, and endea-

vour to find an opening which might lead towards the

American continent; and that after a reasonable time fail-

ing to find such passage, it would be more expedient to

return to England, than to risk the passing another winter

in these seas, from whence it did not appear that they

would derive any peculiar advantage, as to starling early at

the commencement of the ensuing season
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On the 27tli of August they passed ilie easl end of Mel-

ville Islund. The navigable channel now increased aa

they sailed (o the eastward, so that it iiocame not less than

ten miles wide. A constant look-out was had from the

urowVnest for an openintr to the soiilhward, but without

any success. Durinf^ u thick fo^ tliey kept the ships aa

close to the ice as ])ossible, that they might not miss any

opening to the southward. In (he evening uf (his day they

were near to the same spot as they had been on (he same

day of the preceding year; and to add to tlie peculiarity of

(lie circumstance, were reduced to the same necessity of

steering the ships by each otiier, tlie Griper keeping (he

Ilecia ahead, and the Ilecia keeping the Griper directly

astern, having no better means of kn<. wing in what direc-

tion the ships were sailing.

The ships having traced tlie ice, with a view to discover

an opening to the southward, from the longitude of 114* to

tliat of 90*, without eflect, Captain Parry felt it (o be his

duty to return to England. In consequence of this reso-

lulion, by which there was no necessity to make such a

reserve of provisions or fuel, as would have been the case,

had they proceeded in an attempt at further discovery,

ilicy were put U|)on full allowance of food, and siieh an

issue of coals as might contrii)ute (o their comfort. For

near eleven montiis they had been on an allowance of two-

tliirds of bread and other provisions, and only a partial

supply of coals ; and this during a severity of weather that

particularly needed every comfort, both of nourishment

and warmth ; an order to the clFect above alluded to, couhi

not therefore but be received with the most heart-cheering

Eutisfuction.

On the 30th of August, having n westerly breeze, the

ships advanced through (he strait, with a view to run out

of Lancaster 8ound, it being the determination of Captain

Parry, in his return, to make a general survey of (he

western toast d IJiiHiu's Bay, conceiving that i( might be

h3
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an important advaiitaj^o to Whalers on this station. It

might also he pooaihie to fuid some outlet into the Polar

Sea in a lower latitude than that of Sir James Laucaster'ii

Sound, a circumstance which would be of infinite im-

portance in any furtlier attempts at the discovery of the

north-west passage.

On the 3d of September, being in latitude 71* 2^, they

passed some of tiie hij^hest icebergs they had ever seen,

one of them being nearly two hundred feet above the sea.

Landing on tlie beach at a place named Pond's Buy, they

found several ponds of watc r, and Mr. lloppner saw two

large flocks of geese. They met also with the tracks of

deer, bears, wolves, and foxes. U|)on the beacii tliey

found part of the bone of a whale, which had been cut at

one end ; they also found a quantity of chips lying about it,

by which it was manifest tiiat these parts had been visited

recently by some of the Esquimaux ; indeed, Captain

Parry surmised that some of these people were resident in

the vicinity, but his time did not admit of his seeking to

find them. The latitude was 71* 15'.

On the 4th of September they were most agreeably sur-

prised with seeing, from the mast heat!, a sliij), and soon

afterwards two others. They soon perceived that they

were whaleiy ; but they lost siglit of them during the en-

suing night.— They came in siglit of these and other wliiiiers

again on the 5tli, and learned from IMr. Willian.son, (lio

master of the ship Lee, of Iluli, uf the death of King

George the Third, and also of the Didie of Kent.—Mr.

Williamson also told tliem he hud met with some Esqui-

maux in the inlet called the river Clyde, when he was in

these seas in the year 1818; and Captain Purry being d«;-

sirous to have some conununication with them, and also tu

examine the inlet more minutely, made up a packet of dis-

patches and letters, and sent on board the Lee, and then

made sail for the inlet, iin<l made f'>r that part where they

were directed to luuk tor the lisguimaux huts. Night came

m.
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on, however, before tliey could discover them, aiu! Uie

weather the next day heiii^ very thick with »now, did not

permit their standing in fur the land. Here tliey found

themselves near an immense iceberg, which they recognisetl

to be the same, from its 8ha|)e and dimensions, as they

had met with in September 1818, and measured upwards

of two miles in length. It was aground in the very same

spot as when then noticed.

In the evening, being near one of the islands situated

in this inlet, they saw some canoes paddling towards the

ships. They cuinc along side with tiie greatest confi-

dence, and n'.iule si^ns to have their canoes taken on

board, and then came up the siiips side without manifesting

any apprehension.—The party consisted of four persons,

an old man of altout sixty, and three young men. They

manifested (lieir astonishment and deiiglit by mucii noise,

and a variety of gestures. If a present was made to

eitlier of them, or any thing they saw excited particular

attention, their satisfaction was expressed by a bawling

noise, until they bcciime alm>ist hoarse, and at the same

time jumping and dancing till their strength »as nearly

exhausted.

They were afterwards taken below deck, although at

first some of the younger ones seemed reluctant to descend

;

but the old man leading the way, the others then followed,

with the utmost readiness. Lieutenant Beeehey being de-

sirous of taking a likeness of the old man, he was rerpiested

to seat himself in a position for that purpose ; and notwith-

standing a variety of circumstances tending to arrest his

attention, and to excite emotion, ho remained in his posi-

tion for an hour. They bartered tlicir clotlies, spears,

and whalebone, with our people, lor knives, ,inil otlier arti-

cles, and appeared to act with honesty in these exchanges,

exercising a seeming reflection, as to whether the articles

were e«piivdl(;nt in value to those sought to be |)urchased

from them. There a|)|)eaie(l to be a hecoujing dilHdi.nce in
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ihe younger persons, tliesc modestly keepinj^ bi'hinil, and

by that means at first iiiissiii!^ some presents, wliicli those

who stood more forward received. As the evening closed,

they were desirous of reluriiinsy on shore. One of the

party having bartered his cunoe with Cuptuin Parry, he

was sent on shore in one of llie boats, because tlieir canoes

were calculated to hold only on(; person in each. Mr.

Palmer, who went witii the boat to the shore, stated that,

if disposed, their canoes uould outrun the boat. These

Eijquimaux appeared very ready in imitating sounds, and

took great delight in using any words which they noticed

as expressed by our people.

Mr. Bell, a |)art owner of (he ship Friendship, of Hull,

went on board the Ilecla this evening, olToring any assist-

ance he could render tliem. From this interview they ob-

tained a statement of a number of interesting events which

had taken place in Europe in the course of the seventeen

monlhs which they had been absent from tlieir native

country.

On the 7th a breeze springii.g np, they made sail further

u]) the inlet. The weather was cloudy, but there being an

eclipse of the sun, Ca|)tain Parry and Captain Sabine

landed on an island near, in order to make observations.

By the time however that they were prepared with their

glasses the eclipse was at an end. However soon after they

landed two of the Esquimaux, the old man and one of his

young companions, paddled over to them from the main land.

They had with them some seal-skiiis, «lresses and whale-

bone ; but in trading they were cau'.ious to produce oidy

one article at a time, leaving the remainder in their canoes

till they had disposed of the one they brought. Thus they

continued to proceed in a fair and honest system of barter

until the whole stock of articles they had brought with them

was expended. While Captains Parry and Sabine were

engaged on shore, a boat landed from the Griper with

Lieutenant Iloppner and a jtariy. Desirous of taking a

.'5

M
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likenosB urUio yutiti^ muii, Lieutenant Iloppner with soinu

ililficulty and by nienns of j)resents, prcvnilcd on liim to be

aeiiteil fur that |)ur|)()se. Tlie inclination so pre(h)iniiuint

in the youth to jiiin|) and dunce about was not easily re-

strained, thou^^h in tlie whole of his conduct the utmost

«;ood nature WIS nianilest. Indeed alter lie was liberated

from the necessity of this confui(;<l position, he shewed his

^ood will by taking the seanicns knives and sharpcnint^

them on any sniooth stone he met with, returHin<; to each

in<lividu.il his own knife.

On shewing; them a looking glass, the younger one jumped

about in raptures for a considerable lime. But the attention

of the old man havini^ been previously attracted to the

xipenin^if of one of the tin canisters with preserved meat for

dinner, by driving; :in axe with a mallet in order to s|)lit it

open, after Olio look at the ^'''ss, his attention became re-

fixed to the operation of opening the canister ; and when

this had been elTectod, solicited to be put in possession of

the mallet which had ejected so useful an end in his esti-

mation.

Great caution was requisite in getting into their canoer*

to keep them from turning over. The young man launched

the cunoe of his aged companion, and kejit it steady wliile

liie old man took his seat, and then with much caution got

into his own and they both |)addled from the shore, accom-

panying the boats, which had quitted the island and were

making for a point of land where some Exquimaux families

had fixed their tents. No sooner did the party come with-

in sight of the tents, than all were in motion. Men, wo-

men ai\d children all ran out to meet them with expressions

of joy, at seeing theni. Some of the women had their in-

fants tied to their bucks, much after the same manner in

which gypsies carry llicir infants in England.

A trade in barter soon commenced between the diiTerent

part es, and knives, axes, brass kettles, needles, and other

iioeful articles, were exchanged with them. Presents were
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aiNO made to tlicm, aiui tin- fnmiilo!* wen- very importunate

in entleavouring to obtain »vln>t Jliey wanted.

—

Pilletay,

pUletatf, was noised nroiind, wliieli siiriiifiecl, Give me,

give mi', until the sliip's psii-ty Imd dispose. I of all they liad

to give, i'lii're did not appear, however, tlie slis'lilest dis-

position to dislionesty, hut n strict regard was ]mid to ruKil

a bargain when madf. Ciiptain Parry being desirous of

purchasing a sledge, applied to one of them, to whom ho

supposed it belonged ; and although that |)erson might have

obtained the value of it, and then have left the Captain un-

der this (lecei)tion, he distinctly gave him, by signs, to

understand that the sledge belonged to another person, to

whom he pointed, and with whom the Captain soon com-

pleted the i)urchase. It was observed, that whenever they

purchased any article, or received any thing as a present,

they licked it twice with their tongue.

In another instance a gentleman belonging to the Griper

being desirous ol purchasing one of their dogs, the bargain

was made for an axe, which was delivered into the hands

of one of the women ; she had then to go and catch the dog,

which she readily and faithfully did, bringing one of the

finest tiiat tiiey had. Captain Parry entleavoured to bar-

gain with this woman for a second canoe, but no price that

was otfered could induce her to part with it.

These Esquimaux were of low stature, like the Esqui-

maux in general. Their faces were round and plum[^

with a smooth skin, small eyes, teeth white, sallow com-

plexion, broad nose, hair strait and black, and their handt

and feet remarkably small. All the women, except the

younger, were tattooed upon the face. The countenances

of the younger females were upon the whole pleasing, and

the youngest, who seemed to be the only one unmarried,

manifested much niitural bashfulness and timidity. Thero

were several children, who at first a])peared alarmed, but

they were soon brought into a state of fiimiliarity by a few

presenia and a little attention.
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seemed rather as a toy to please their children, than capable

of being employed to any useful purpose.

Captain Parry saw but one sledge, which appeared to be

comporied of the right and left jawbones of a young whale,

being about ten feet long, and about nineteen inches apart,

connected by parallel pieces made of the ribs of the whale, and

secured by wha' ^bones so as to form the bottom of the sledge.

The lower part was shod with bone to meet the friction which

must rise on iis motion. The whole was very rudely made.

Tliese people had a great number of dogs, which ap-

peared very wild and shy, and the natives had some difliculty

in catching them, and of keeping them under controul when

caught. They appeared most ravenous creatures, devouriii.',^

their food with the greatest greediness, swallowing the fea-

thers and every part of any bird which might be thrown to

them. One of these dogs, which was purchased by Captain

Parry, although regularly fed when brought on board, eat

with the greatest avidity a large piece of canvass, a cotton

handkerchief, and part of a check shirt. Indeed it was un-

derstood that ihey will so gorge their food as often to occa-

sion their death.

Their mode of cooking their food appeared to be most fil-

thy, A large mess of sea-horse flesh, not cleaned from tiie

blood, was put iuio a stone vessel and suspendtnl over a

lamp. The meat in itself did not look so furhiddin';; but

the fdthy manner in which it was cook'jd rendered it most

disgusting.

Their knives were made of the tusks of the walrus, cut or

ground sufficiently for the purpose, having tiie original

curve, so as to resemble the swords which children have as

toys in England. From the fiiw tools wl»ich were among
them, to accomplish this must have been a work of great la-

bour and patience.

A drawing of the musk-ox was shewn to them in order to

Mcertain if they had any knowledge of this animal. The
imallneis of the figure not corresponding with the original
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size, they did not appear readily to understand it, but when

the real head and horns were shewn to them, they manifested

tlieir knowledge of the creature, calling it oomingmack.

Mr. Fisher, in sounding part of Observation Island, met

with the winter huts of these people, which consisted of ex-

cavations in a bank about two miles distant from their tents.

Great store of provisions in sea-horses and seals were also

found concealed under stones along the shore, so that it

should seem that there was no lack of the means of subsis-

tence amon'^ them.

Tlie whole of these Esquimaux looked healthy, and were

free from disease. It is pleasing also to record that in no

instance did any of them manifest a disposition to disho-

nosty. In this feature of their character, they would put to

slmme thousands of the more enlightened and (as uch would

cull tlicHiselvcs) the more civilized inhabitants of our own

country.

On taking leave of this party, they watched the boat for

a few hundred yards and then quietly returned to their tents.

On the 9th of September, the ships came in view of a

spacious bay, the width of the entrance of which was not

Irss than fifteen leagues. They found, on examining it, a

considerable number of islands, and |)('rceived land nearly

round the whole of the Bay. Captain Parry however hav-

ing resolved to seek for a passage in a lower latitude, did

not examine it with that close attention to enable him to de-

termine the fact, and he suggests the probability of some

outlet being found from this bay into the Polar Sea. Un-

der this determination he crossed to the southern shore, and

look advantage of a breeze which sprung up to proceed.

They found the ships however so much beset with ice,

that the Hecla was soon stopped altogether. On the 12th

of September they were in latitude 08** 15', and longitude

G5''48'. ]n the night the Aurora Borealis were remarkably

Btxiking and picturesque ; the various streaks ol' light ps'sa-
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ing with the greatest rapidity from one part of the heavens to

the other.

Tlie ships continued using every effort to discover a pat-

sage in a more southern hititude until the 28th, being often

so beset with ice as to make tlieir sailing exceedingly dan-

gerous. At length Captain Parry came to the conclusion

that tiie season was too far advanced to expect any usefal

results from any further efforts, and determined U) make

the best of their way for England. The boats were theref<ire

hoisted in, and preparations made for their return hom«;.

Tn taking a review of tht; efforts which had been made in

this voyage lo discover a NW passage, accompani'.'d with

observations on the efforts of others. Captain Parry sugzent*

the propriety of trying a lower latitude, alona; the shore of

Hudson's Strait, which he says has as yet been but little

explored.

That commerce has derived great advantage from tbese

efforts he asserts; for that the whalers, since the year IBIB,

have proceeded to occupy stations on the coast of Baffin's

Bay, where fish have been found in much greater abundance

than on the coast of Greenland.

Speaking of the conduct of l!ie persons engaged in tts

whale fishcrj, Captain Parry says, " Nothing can exceed tlxr

bold and enterprising spirit displayed by our fishermen in

th(! capture of the whale. At whatever time of night or

day, a whale is announced by the look-out man in the crow'a

nest, the men instantly jump into the boats, frequently with

their clothes in their hands, and with an alacrity scarcely

equalled even in the mo^t hi;:hly disciplined fleet, puvh on

in pursuit of the whale, regardless of cold, and wet, and

Lunger, for hours, and sometimes for days together. Nor
is it solely ou occasions where their immediat/; int'-rest u
concerned, that this activity is displayed by thenu it liap-

pened, on the vo^-age of 1H18, that in endeavouring to pji>k

between the land and a body of ic«?, which was rapidly cbyv

ing the shore, the Alexander, then under mv cumm^id.
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foucfipcl tlie ground just at llie critical moment when it wad

necessary to push lliroiuh tlie narrow and uucertain pas-

saf;e. It bein;^ nearly calm, the boats were sent a-head to

tow, but the little way wbich they could give the ship, was

not sufficient to have rescued us in time from approaching

dan:,'er, and nofliing less than the wreck of the ship was

everv moment to be expected. Several suil cf whalers were

following astern ; but seeing the dangerous situation in

which the Alexander was jjlaced, and the impossibility of

getting through themselves, they instantly put about into

the clear water which we had just left, iu;d before we had

time lo a>k for assistance, no less than lourtecn boats, many

of tliem V itii the masters of the ships (hemseU es attending

in them, placed themselves promptly a-head of the Alexan-

der, and by dint of the greatest exertion towed her olT into

clear water, at the rate of three or four miles an hour, not

one minute too soon to prevent the catastrophe we bad anti-

cipated."

Captain Parry continues his observations on the eligibi-

lity of IJaflin's Hay as a ])iiitit where the whale fishery may

\tc pursued with jireat success, and suggests the pro|)er

time in his view for commencing the fishery season. On
passing Cape Farewell, they met witli a heavy gale of wind

on the first and second of October. On the latter day a

heavy sea struck the Ilecla on llic larboard quarter, which

rendered it necessary to press her forward under more can-

vass. By this circumstance she lost sight of the Griper, and

did not meet with her agiiin till they arrived in England.

They had in their passage aeross the Atlantifl, the most

t ivid appearances of the Aurora Uoiealis exhibiting a brigiit-

ness etpial to that of the moon.

On the IGth, the sea running high and the ship pitching

violently, llie bowsprit was carriect away, and the foremast

anfl maintopmast very quickly followed. The main mast at

one time appeared in great danger ; but by (ho activity

of the olliti'rs and men it was saved, They got up jury-
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masts with all possible dispatcL, and prowWUi<! -vw 'iWir way.

Captain Parry had appointed Lieutenant i^KlUv* ,n <*!^<v. o1

se|)tiration, to meet at Lerwick in the ^i»«itUM«<J f^l^nds,

and to remain a week for his arrival, but vu tUt 2JW», th«

wind being fresh from the northward, L« *:^»^l>*<j iVy pro-

ceed to Leith. On the 3()th, Captain Parry luuO-i at Pe-

terhead, and accompanied by Captain Sabiii< w Mvt for

London, wiiere they arrived on the tuofuiu^ vi ;4«» rfl<rd (A

November 1820.

Such were the excellent methods pursued m* JIU* \xvyaife,

with reference to the health and conifort yf tli<, ^u-.i,-' f<rrtvr,

that tiie Captain had the bapjjiuess of Micm^ <»••; i>(Bc«»

and m'.'i of both sliips, consisting of oiuc-iy^jtvuf ^.T»w>n»,

with the exception of one only, return to tbtiir tut^A*'*. <w»vnfry

as well in health as on quitting Eugluud «i^iiU2«iv m«>ttthft

preceding.

In concluding the history of this voyaj^e, it vtmuvf Ivvt he

remarked, that the perseverance and steadiu«bt v* !>«vya<iflR

manifested l)y Captain Parry, are deservin)' '.i,> n<^h^Ht

praise, and that all that human ed'ort could i.«/<.vt»>iia(i w»
offocted by him. His Eccond Voyage prtiwimt * >\r\0tty

of new inctdents, which will be highly j^mUis mr (bv «M^y
reader.
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mendution of the Presidniit and Council of tlio Royal Soci-

ety, and who also was to act as cLapIaiu to the expedition.

The ships were strt'njfthened by every means which

could be devised, to enable them to sustain the rough seas

they were expected to encounter. The ships being of equal

size, the foremasts and main masts, as well as other timbers

of each ship, were exactly the same in size, so as to readily

fit either vessel in case repairs should be required or any

accident take place. It had on former occasions been the

usual custom to fit out one of the vessels of lesser burthen,

that she might be able to go into shoaler water in circum -

stances of necessity ; but Captain Parry remarks that all such

purposes are much better answered by boats, which can be

equipped and dispatched on such emergencies in a few mi-.

nutes, so that he gives a decided preference to the mode

adopted on the present occasion. The voyage now about to

be described gave evidence of the great utility of this regu*

lation in the article of anchors; indeed it increased their re-

sources in this respect by the possibility of every article be-

ing rendered useful.

A thick lining of cork was applied round the ships sides

and on the under part of the upper decks, fore and aft.

Shutters of cork were also made for every window or other

place, so as to surround those parts of the ships wliicb

were occupied by the people and to retain tlio warmth ex-

cited by the fires. A method was also adopted to convey

a ciirrent of warm air imo the several apartments by means of

flues.

A. vessel or reservoir was also contrived, so that the smoke

which arose from the galley-fire, and which was j)rincipally

used for cooking, should so pass round the vessel as to melt

the snow which might be thrown into it from the upper

deck, and thus supply a quantity of water for the use of the

ship. It was found fully to answer all the needful consump-

tion.

Hammocks were also placid for the men, and oots for

kptr.
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(he oSlcers, so as to afibrd u free circulation of warm air.

Every thiug relative to victualling the ships, which the ex-

perience of the former voyage suggested might be im-

proved, was also adopted. Preserved meat in tin cases to

the amount of two pounds a week, and a quart of vegeta-

ble or concentrated -meat soup per man for a period of

three years. The spirits were at thirty-five per cent, above

proof. A quantity of kiln-dried flour of the best quality^

was laid in, to be baked into bread. A great part of the

fore hold was formed into biuns or bread-rooms. The vine-

gar was concentrated to one-seventh of the usual bulk.

The lemon-juice was stowed in kegs charred within, and

not quite filled, and of strength to resist expansion in case

of freezing, and a small quantity of rum filled into each

keg. A large quantity of other vegetables were also pro-

vided, so as to form an abundant supply for three years con*

sumption.

To assist them to carry such an abundant supply of

stores, the Nautilus transport was directed by the Commis-

sioners of the Navy Board, to take parf of their lading

iis far as the margin of the ice ; some extra stores were also

put into the transport, among which were twenty live bul-

locks.

Tiie following olTicial instructions were issued by the

Lords of the Admiralty to Captain Parry.

By the Commissionert for executing the Office of Lord
High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Ireland, i^c. Sic

Loud Viscount Melville having communicated to the

King the proceedings of the late Expedition into the Ar*.

tic Seas, and His Majesty having been graciously pleased

to express his commands that a further Expedition should

be fitted out, for the purpose of renewing the attempt to

discover a passage by sea between the Atlantic and Pacifi«

Oceans, and of ascertaining the geography of the North*

P. V. P K
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Rfii bouiKlarios of the Americiiu Continent, we have thought

pr()i)er to appoint you to the command of the Expedition

;

and you are hereby required and directed to put to sea in

His Majesty's ship Fury under your command, together

with His Majesty's ship Hecia, whose commander has

been placed under your orders, and taking also with you

the Nautilus Transport, which we have directed the Navy

Board to place at your disposal, (for the purpose of carr\-

ing a proportion of your provisions and stores across the

Atlantic and Davis' Strait,) you ii, to proceed as quickl\

as may be consistent with every precaution to avoid any

risk of your parting company from either the one ship or

the other, towards, or into, Hudson's Strait, until you

shall meet with the ice, when you are to take the first fa-

vourable opportunity of clearing the Nautilus Transport of

the provisions and stores she is charged with for the Fury

and HecIa ; and having so done, you are to send the said

transport hack to England, so as to prevent her incurring

any risk of receiving injury amongst the ice, reporting by

tiiat opportunity your proceedings to our Secretary for our

information.

After having so cleared and dispatched the Transport,

you are, with the two ships of His Majesty under your or-

ders, to penetrate to the westward through Hudson's

Strait, until you reach, either in Kepulse Bay or on other

part of the shores of Hudson's Bay, or to the north ofWagi r

River, some part of the coast w liicli you may feel convinced

to be a portion of the Continent of America. You are then

to keep along the line of tlii.s coast to the northward, always

examining every bend or inlet which may appear to you

likely to afford a practicable passage to the westward, in

which direction it is the principal object of your voyage to

endeavour to find your way Irom the Atlantic into the Pa-

cific Ocean.

In the event of your having consumed the open weather
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weather

iu the examination of the northern boundaries of Hudson'^

or Cumberland Straits, and of your having, at the close

of the season, returned into Davis' Strait or Baffin s

Bay, or if you should have made no considerable progress

to the westward or northward in any inlet you may have

found, it will be for you to consider, under all the circum-

stunces of the case, whether it may not be expedient that

you should return to England to replenish, refit, and re-

fresh, rather than winter on a part of the coast which you

might reach again next season as early as would be neces-

sary for prosecuting your further inquiries. The judgment

which you have shewn in the conduct of the late Expedi-

tion, and the experience which you have acquired, induce

ns to trust this point to your own discretion, on a view of all

tiie different circumstances whicli may exist at the time when

your determination is to be formed.

Should you be so successful as to find a practicable pas-

sage from the one sea to the other, you are to make the best

of your way in accomplishing that object, without stopping

to ex.imine the north coast of America, or for any o(her

object not of imperious importance ; but when the ships arc

checked in their progress by ice, or other unavoidable cir-

cumstances, you will take every opportunity of examining

the coasts you may be near, and making all useful observa-

tions relating thereto.

Should you happily reach the Pacific, you are to proceed

to Kamschatka, (if you think you can do so without risk of

being shut up by the ice on tLat coast,) for the purpose of

delivering to the Russian governor duplicates of the journals

and other documents which the passage may have supplied,

with a request that they may be forwarded over land to St.

Petersburgh, to be conveyed from thence to London.

From Kamschatka you will proceed to the Sandwich

Islands, or Canton, or such other place as you may think

proper, to refit the ships and refresh the crews; and if

'•irinff your stay at such place a safe opiiortnnitv ai....i.i

K. 2
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occur of sending papers to England, you should •cikI dupli-

cates by such conveyance. And after having refitted and re.

freshed, you are to lose no time in returning to England b)'

Buch route as you may deem most convenient.

It may happen that your progress along the north coast

of the American Continent may be so slow as to render it

desirable that, if you should not be able to accomplish your

passage into the Pacific earlier than the Autumn of 1821,

you should be assured of finding a depot of provisions ut

that period in the most advanced situation to which they

can safely be conveyed. In the event then of our not re-

ceiving from you such intelligence as may render the mea-

sure unnecessary, we shall, about tiie close of the year 182-3,

direct the Comniaiider-in-chief on the South American

station to dispatch a vessel with a supply of provisions and

stores, so as to be at Behring's Strait about August or Sep-

tember, 1824. The commander of this vessel will be di-

rected to make the best of his way round Cape Prince of

Wales, where he may expect, as we are informed, to find

an inlet in latitude 08° 30 , in which Captain Kotzebue is

stated to have found anchorage a few years since, lie will

be directed to lie iu that anchorage, or in the nearest good

anchorage lie may iind to that latitude ; and he will be or-

dered to erect, in the most prominent and visible situation,

a flagstaff for your direction. As it is po.ssible that you may

touch at the Sandwich Islands, this OHicer will be directed

to call at Owliyhee, i>i order that if you should have passed to

the southward, he may not be put to the inconvenience of

going on to Cape Prince of Wales.

Whenever the scasou shall be so fur advanced as to make

it unsafe to uavigate the ships, on account of the long

nights having set in, and the sea being impassable, on ac-

count of ice, you are, if you should not return to England,

to use your best endeavours to discover a sheltered and safe

harbour, where the ships may be placed iu security for the
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winter, taking such measures for the health aoa comfort oi

the people under your command, as the materials with which

you are supplied for housing in the ships, or hutting the men

on shore, may enahle you to do. And when you find it ex

pedient to resort to this measure, if you should meet with

any inhabitants, whether Esquimaux or Indians, near tho

place where you winter, you are to endeavour, by every means

in your power, to cultivate a friendsliip with them, by mak-

ing them presents of such articles as you may be supplied

with, and which may be useful or agreeable to them. You

will, however, take care not to suffer yourself to bo surprised

by them, but use every precaution, and be constantly on

your guard Against any iiostility.

You will endeavour to prevail on them by such reward,

and to be paid in such manner as you may think host to an-

swer the purpose, to carry to any of the Settlements of tho

Hudson's Bay or North-West Companies, an account of

your situation and proceedings, with an urgent request that

it may be forwarded to England with the utmost possible

dispatch.

We deem it right to caution you against suffering the

two vessels placed under your orders to separate, except

in the event of accident or unavoidable necessity ; and wo

desire you to keep up the most unreserved communications

with the Commander of the Hecla, placing in him every

proper confidence, and acquainting him with the general tenor

of your orders, and with your views and intentions, from

time to time, in the execution of tliem ; that the service may
have the full benefit of your united efforts in the prosecution

of such a service, and that, in the event of unavoidable sepa-

ration, or of any accident to yourself. Captain Lyon may

have the advantage of knowing, up to the latest practicable

lieriod, all your ideas and intentions relative to a satisfac-

(ury completion of the undertaking.

We ii!so recommend that as fie(|ucnl an exchange tak«

place a^ convpiiientlv mav be, of the olbservatioHS made m
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the tvo sliips ; that any scientific discovery made by the one,

be as quickly as possilile couununicated for the advantage

iiiid "-uivlancc of the other, in mailing tlieir future observa-

tions, and to increase the cliunce of (lie obser\ations of both

being jireserved.

We have caused a great variety of valuable ijistruments

to be put on board the ships uiuler your orders, of which

vou vill be furnished with a list, .nd for the return of

wiiich you will be held responsible; and we have also,

at the recommendation of the President and Council of the

Royal Society, ordered to be received on board the Fury

the Rev. Mr. Fisher, who is represented to us as a gentle-

man well skiilt'd in Astronomy, Mcitlicniatics, and various

branches of kuowledge, to assiit you in making such ob-

servations 05 may tend to the imi.rovtjnient of Geography

and Navigation, and the advancement of science in

general.

Amoiigst other subjects of scientific inquiry, you will

particularly d'rect your attention to the variation and in-

clination of t Hi magnetic needle, and the intensity of the

magnetic for<e, you v.ill endeavour to ascertain how far

the needle may be alfected by tl c atmospherical electricity,

and what effect may be produced on the electromelic and

magnet" ; needles on the appearance of the Aurora liorealis.

You \N ill keep a coirect register of the temperature of the

air, and of the sea at the surface, and at uiflerent <lepths.

You will cause frequt-nt obseivations to be made for ascer-

taining tiie refraction, and what eli'ect may be produced by

observing an object, litlu'r celestial or terrestrial, o\er a

fu'lil of ice, as compared \\itii objects observed over a sur-

fatc of water; together with such other meteorological

rei'iarks as you may have opportunities of making. Yon
are also tlo attend ')arlicularly to the height, direction, and

strength, of tlie li.U's, and to tlie set and velocity of the

currents; the depth and soundings of the sea, and the na-

ture of the bottom, 1 jr whu li purpuse jou are supplied with

ail

till
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an insU'uinent better calcuiafcd to bring up substances than

tii:- lead usually employed ibr this purpc«e.

And you are to understand, that although the finding a

passage from the Atlantic to tiie Pacilic is the n, ilr object

of tliis expedition, and that the ascertaining the Norliiorn

boundary of the Amt:rican Continent is the next, yet that

the different observations you may be enabled to make, with

regard to the magnetic influence, as veil as sucli other ob-

servations as you may have opportunities ofmaiiingin Na-

tural History, Geography, &.c. in parts of the globe so little

known, must prove most valuable and interesting to science;

and we therefore desire you to give your unremitting atten-

tion, and to call that of all the officers under your command,

to these points, as being objects of the highest importance.

And you are to direct Mr. Fisher to be particularly careful

to keep an accurate register of all tho observations that shall

bo made, precisely in the same forms, and according to the

same arrangements, that vscre followed by Captain Sabine

on ilie late voyage;

—

iiito wliose charge are also to be given

the se eral chronometers '^uh which you have bem sup-

plied.

And although, as already sjiccified, you arc not to bo

drawn aside from the main object of the service on vhich

you are employed, as lon^ as you may be etiabled to make

any progress, yet, whenever you may be impeded l)y the

ic3, or find it necessary to approach the coasts of the con-

tinent or islands, you are to cause views of bays, harbours,

headlands, &,c. to bo carefully taken, the better to illus-

trate the charts you may make, and the places you may
discover, on which duty you will be more particularly

assisted by Captain Lyon and Mr. Bushnan, Assistant Sur-

veyor

You are to make use of all the means in your power to

collect and preserve such specimens of the Animal, Mine-

ral, and Vegetable Kingdoms, as you can convcniectiy

stow on board the ships ; salting in casks the skins of tlta
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larger animals, as well as caiisiiif; accurate drawing to h»

niade 1o accom|)aiiy and elucidate the descriptions of thf-iiii

in this, as well as in c^ ery other part of your scientific

duty, we trust that yo i will receive material assistaoc«

from Mr. Fisher, and the other OlDcers under your com-

mand.

In the event of any irreparable accident happeniot; to

cither of the two ships, you are to cause the Officers and

Crew of the disabled ship to be removed into the other,

and with her singly to proceed in prosecution of *he voj-

oge, or return to England, according as circumstaDC««

shall appear to require ; understanding that the OSlcera

and Crews of both ships are hereby authorized and re-

quired to continue to perform their duties according

to their respective ranks and stations, on board eitLer

ship to wiiicli they may be so removed, in the ereot

of an occurrence of this nature. Should unfortunately

your ow n ship be the one disabled, you are in that case to

t^ke the command of tlio Hccia ; and in the event of any

fatal accident huppening to yourself. Captain Lyon is

hereby authorised to take the command of the Expedition,

cither on board the Fury or Ilecla, as he may prefer, placing

the odi'ier who may then be next in seniority to him, in coui-

mauil of (he second ship; also in the event of your inability,

by sickness or otherwise, to continue to carry these Instruc-

tions into execution, you are to transfer tliemfo Captain f>}on,

or to the surviving olTicer then next in command to you, em-

ployed on the expedition, who is hereby required to execute

them in the best manner he can for tl.e attainment of tije i«-

veral objects in view.

liis Majesty's Government having appointed Captain

Franklin to the command of an Expedition to explore tb«

northern coast of North Aroeri* a, from the mouth of the

Coppermine River of Ilearne, eastward, it would be deiir-

able, if you should teach that coast, that you sboald mark

your prngreiB bj- erectim,' " Hiigsfaff" in a few of the Bovt

*
.'.i%

1
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convenient and (li:stin<;iii>ilialilK points whicli you may 6uc-

ce<isiTely fisit, ami you are to bury at the foot of eacli stalF

a bottle, coiitaiiiinu' sucli iiifiMtiiation as may be umIuI to

Captain Franklin, and sucli lurtlicr particulars respectinjf

your own procee(lin|E;!i as yuu may think proper to add ; cor-

respondin<; instructions bavin:; been given to Captain

Franklin tu leave a similar notice at any convenient part of

the ci>ast which lie may discover bc^tvveiMi the moulli of ibu

said river and the eastern put of North America. And in

the event of your gettini; to the \ve5it\vard of Ilearne's river,

,.;<) should nccasionailv do the s;inu- will) a view tf multiply

I;., chances of our hearioij of your progress. In the 3vent

of your finding C.iptain Franklin and his party on any part

of the coast of America, (which being possible, you should

look out for and attend to any signals that may be displayed on

the shores,) \ou are, if he should wish it, to receive hiiu

and his party into His !\I:ijesty's ships under your command,

bearing them us supernumeraries for victuals until you re-

turn, or yuu have other means of forwar«lii!g thum tu Eng-

land.

You are, whiUt executing the service pointed out in these

intitrueliuns, to take every op|)ortunily that may otler of ac-

qnaintuig our Secretary, fur our information, with your

progress: and on your arrival in England, you are imme*

diately to repair to this oflice, in order tu lay befuru us ii

full account of your |)roceedings in the whole course of your

voyage; taking care, before you leave the shi|), to (lea. nod

from the Ollieers, Petty Ollicers, ami all other ()ersons on

boird, the logs and journals they may have kept, tog(!ther

with any drawings or charts they may have made, wbieli

are all to be sealed up ; and you will issue similar orders

to Captain Lyon and his ollicers, &c. ; the said logs, jour-

nals, or other documents tu be thereafter disposed of as we

in«y think proper.

I'. V. 4. h
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Given untler our liands tliis 27tli of A\>n\, t^fft

(•signed) </ ^'W mtrnw.

By Command of their iMiihliipH,

(jSifjiied) J. \\ . Ckokki

To William Eihi-ard Parry. F.xj , < cm-

minder of IJis Majesty's lifstl the

foRV, at Deplford

Nam \h ilril on \ju;»f4 (A*, (w*f tlie officers, &c. who buil

slii|)S-

On hoard llt<: Fury.

WiHinin Kdwuid Parry,.... <.'uii)maiitlt'.f.

(ieor<yo Fislior, Cliapbiii uud A>t\^Mtnm«v

Joscpli Nias, Andrew Ueid, Lieuteiiuiilb.

John Edwards, Surjjeou.

Williau; Ilarvoy Hooper, .... l*iirher.

Jiuncsi Skeiicli, Assihtaiit hufn«;vu-

Messrs. Henderson, Crozier, )

Ross, and iiusniian, j
'^

James liaise, Clerk.

James Seallon, (jiiiiner.

William Smith, Houliswuiii.

George Fiddis, Car|>eiiter.

Joiin Allison, (jre<idaii<l MttHl^y,

George Crawford, (jreeiiiaiiii Molf..

NVidi 43 inferior ofVicerii and beuuutt)^

On hoard the Hecla.

George Francis Lyon, CommHurtur,

Henry Parkyns Hoijpntt, 7

Charles Palmer, J
Lieute.unU.

Alexander Fisher, ,. :>urg«H>H.

Joliii Jerniain, Purtter

Allan M'liiiren, A».-ib(»u( f»itf{-vM«.
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Messrs. Slifrer, Uiclrir«l!>, 7

Griftilhs, and Bir.l, .... J
Mia*l.i,m.«.

W. Moijif, <'''-'''•

Joseph Maekliii, (iuuix-r.

Joseph Lilley, Ho»t»waiii.

Charles Pi\rfer, Carjx^iif^T.

Georcft" Fife, (jrwnlaml .Ma*t»r,

Alexander KIder, .- (iri:i'n\iut\ Mate.

With 12 other ufliceis and seam*«.

fi

The two ships, with the Nautilin transport lad^n with

provisions, lelt the Noreoa the 8lh of May, and on the 14th

of June encountered the first iee-ber^ iii Uttt entrance of

Davis's Strait; and havint; liere cleared th<i NauliluM of her

provisions, and dispatched her huniewardit, tbey made sail

to tlie westward, and proceeded up liudHon'ti Htrait with as

mnch speed as contrary winds, tides, curn'ntu, andfloe«of ice

always in motion, would permit; the lat>tof which iiMially,

perhaps invariably, hamper all ships that ati"rnpt if) pass

through tiiem previous to the month of Aui^uitt ; vi much

more difliciiit is the naviirnli(«n of tiiii^ sirjil, tfi-m tb.it of

Davis or BuOin's Bay, whieli are o|)en and iiaviif-Mf-, with

little orno risk, as early as the month of May.

On the first of July they |)assed a wb-ib-r at|4parentl]r

homeward bound and deeply laden. On tb<! I Ith Ihey

saw three ships belons^injj to the llud«on'>t B;jy f^ctorit-A,

carrying settlers for the lied River. The Mind blowing a

gale, the ice suddenly closed, and nearly carri<'d llie Jf «cU's

bowsprit away. The Fury also received a ««;ver« pr< •i^ure,

making her timbers crack, but being so Ktrongly built and

fortified for this service, the injury stu: sustained h.di n*(

material. Ca|)tain Parry uu the succecdinif day i»<'nl to re-

quest c visit I'roiii the mister of one of the khip* in night.

Aecordingly Mr. Davidson, the nia»>liT of tb«; Prince of

Wales, went on board the Fury. ll< s liil (hat (b^y bad oa

board u le hundred and sixty settlers for (he Ht-d {(iff.

tf
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riiey cuiisistt'd of inules and Icmiilus of diifereiil ;im;s. Be-

fore |uiitinjj they sent lelter> on board for England, to tlieir

dilft'rcnt friends, and also dispatches to the Government,

witli purlieulars of their jiassaije hitherto.

'1 lit'V continiii'il to |»roceed slowly to the westward until

the 21st, when in latitude 61" 50 tlicy fell in with several

islands ; and the wind eliani^ing, they anchored to an ice-

lurg. They had not been long in this sitirition, before they

observed a number of canoes puttin<r „1V from the shore and

making towards the ships. On a|>proacliini; the ships, they

hauled their canoes up on the ice, and without delay or ti-

midity manifested a desire to trade. The commodities they

brought with them consisted of the skins of seals, hears,

foxes, deer, &c. whalebone, spears, and blubber. Tt was

WW. n manifest that they had been accustomed to trade in

this way, and that they were for procuring the best articles

in their estimation for the commodities they had to dispose

of. Knives, nails and j)ieces of iron were oirerod them in

return, and the manoevures of the keenest trader were n>a.

nifestcd by them in driving their bargains ; and when they

had, in their own judgment, obtained a valuable return,

they manifested their satisfaction by jumping about and other

uiicu'.ith modes. As had been observed of the Esquimaux

in the Uiver Clyde on the former voyage, tliey always licked

Kith their tongues whatever articles they obtained, and

then they ujipeared to consider the contract as binding.

This party ol Escjuimaux consisted of seventeen persons

;

and ihey wwie quiekly followed by another piily consisting

wf several W'hM^'> and four men with skius, oil and blubber,

'fhfse latter wei^* ..»• ixtremely tenacious of obtaining a high

prio '.lom the \tc<>'/^ of the Fury, that only a jiai t was pur-

chuNid by them, and the E^ipiinaux thinking to drive a bet-

ter baigain, (luitted Ibis ship and rowed to the llecla, where

however they ultimately sold their oil at a lower price than

had Ixen ollcreil them b) llir; other ship. ."Several other

jjuals aliei winds came lion; (lie bhi;re, each ho.it cont.iiniMg

i l<>ngitu

# alonir t

1



TO Tllli NOKlll POLE. 77

kI other



79 PAKRYS SU'JOND \()^AOII

These people bioiii;lit also i\ vniiety of toys, a>» spears, bows

and arrows, a {aiioe wi'.li piuhiUs, all of a iliiniiuitive size.

Many of (heir jackets, particularly tlio>ie ol' llie wotneii,

were lined with the skiiisj ut' birds, haviiii; tiieir I'eathirs in-

ward.

The ships made considerahle way duriii? the night, but

in the followiiisj morning (hey found themselves so beset

with ice as to p: :;vcnt their progress, and tlie siiips re-

ceived many violent blows from the moving masses. Their

hititude was now 01** 59' and their longitude 79* 40 ; and

being arrived at that point from whence (he new discoveries

>vere to conimenee, it became a matter of most serious ques-

tioi. in what rout to direct the further progress of the ships
;

and after much coiisidenition Captain Parry resolved to

d'rect his attention to the examination of the continental

cuast from Cape Hope northwards. Having thus far de-

termined, another consideration presented itsidf; whether

to make the circuitous rout round the south-end of South-

ampton Island, or attem|)t a direct i)assage through the

Frozen Strait. The one route would reijuirc them to sail

the distance of one hundred and seventy leagues before they

reached the point where their operations were to commence,

while the passage through the Frozen Strait would not ex-

ceed fifty leagues ; a uiatter of no small moment in sailing

through tliese icy seas. He came to the determination of

attempting the passage of the Frozen Strait ; not, he says,

without considerable anxiety lest the non-existence of (he

Strait, or the insuperable obstacle of its frozen state, should

add to the loss of time wliiuh now could so ill be spared.

Having come to this determination, the ships had to wail

till some change in the state of the ice became favourable to

thuir progress, until the middle of the day. On the 4th of

August the prosj)ect was most unpromising ; when almost

on a sudden, the sea became navigable by the ice separatinj;

in a most extraordinary manner, evidencing the peculiari-

ties attached to the navigation of these seas, shewing the

possil
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possibility of making progress at one period, which nt another

may become impenetral)h'. The ice now disappeared in tho

most rai)id manner, and making sail to tlie westswird, tho

ship soon made Southampton Island. After a run of about

forty miles the ships were again obstructed by the ice, being

in latitude G5*» 22' and in longitude 81° 2 J'. Some of tho

Hoes or bodies of ice by which they were now beset, measured

half a mile each way.

They continued to force their way as opportunities ofiered

of penetrating through the ice, and by experience discovered

that their progress to the westward was i)est efl'ccted when

the wind directly opposed them ; for a westerly wind always

conveyed away large bodies of ice i'roni tiiat cpiarter, .nnd

left a large space of open water, through which, if they at-

tended to the moment of the gale teasing, tbey were able ta

make considerable progress.

On the 13th the ships ap])roached the entrance of iLe

Strait, but the ice was too close to admit of their making

much way, although they used every endeavour to warp tho

ships through. A strong breeze to the westward two da^s

after drove them a few miles back, but this was compensated

by its clearing away the ice, and enabling the Fury to get

forward : the Ilecla however was so beset, and driven to the

eastward as to lose sight of the Fury. Captain Parry, ac-

companied by Mr. Ross, left the ship to make observation.s,

and landed on Southampton Island, Carrying the boat

above highwater mark, and making a tent of the sail of (lie

boat, they passed the night on shore. Tbey jierceived

traces of its having at .some former perod been occupied by

Esquimaux.

On the 22nd they found they Ikk'. entirely passed througii

the Frozen Strait, and were unexpectedly in Repulso Bay.

Boats from the Fury and the Hocla "vere dispatched to land.

They found the remains of at least sixty iiabitatious if the

Escpiimaux, but saw uo inhabitants. A variety of aitificisl

jtructures of these people and piles of ;ilo'ics, which it was
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supposed were set up as land marks to guirlu IIkmu wlioti tli«

groutid >\as covered with snow, were also noticed. Lieu-

tenant Palmer was dispatched with a boat to cxaniitu; dil-

ferent parts of the bay, agreeable to the directions of the

Lords of the Admiralty ; and it clearly appeared from iho

report he made, that there was no passage out of the hay

to the westward, but that it was surrounded by a continuity

of land.

It now remained for the expedition to proceed along the

coast to the northward, and examine any inlet which

might present a prospect of a passage to the westward*

After clearing llepulso 13ay, they sailed along the northern

shore of the Frozen Strait. Having approached on tho

twenty-third to the mouth of an opening, which presented

a favourable prospect of a passage, but which a body of ice

fdling up the cluiiiiiel rendered it impossible for the ships or

boats to enter, Captain Lyon, accompanied by Mr. liush-

nan and two seamen from eacli ship, was dispatched to land

and examine it more particularly. They took a tent, blan-

kets and four days provisions. Captain Parry cast anchol

to wait his return ; but the loose and heavy ice at the mouth

of the inlot came with great force, and gave the Fury some

violent shocks, causing the anchor to drag, and ultinmtely

broke off both the flukes, anil polished the iron slock quite

bright by rubbing against the rocks.

On the 25th Captain Lyon returned with his party, and

stated that the inlet appeared to be bounded by land at

about seven miles distance. In the course of his journey he

passed the remains of many Esqiiiniaux habitations, but

which did not appear to have been recently occupied. At

another p'ace they met with a variety of store rooms of

these people, (as they supposed them to be.) They also

passed a kind of paved walk, being an assemblage of flat

stones, set up edgeways, each about three yards apart, ex-

tending to the length of about live luindred yards. The wea-

ther during almost tho whole of the lime which Cuptaiti
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Lyon wns absent, vvns rainy, or snowpd, or was log^jy, so

«s to prt'vcnt bis obtaininjy n satisfactory view of tlio coiin-

Iry, but liis conclusion was the probability of (he existence

of n passage to the NI'j.

('aptaiii Lyon reniaini'il on board (be I'nry dnrinij tlie

nii;bt, and arran^itd wilb Captain Parry the plan of ibeir

future opcrutions. 'I'bcy coniludfd Ibat tbere certainly was

ii coniniuuication between tbe Froztni Strait and aseatolbe

northward and eastward of it, and it was determined to us«

every effort to discover it. From the narrowness of the

cliannci, tbe strenj^tb of the tides, and weii;ht of the ice,

there presented so many hazardous circnnistaiiees to their

notice as induced them to resolve on finding some pince of

sln'lter for the sbii)s, during the time necessary for examin-

ing tbe ]irtssage. To seek for a secure situation therefore,

(,'aptain Lyon, accompanied by Mr. Buslinan, again pro-

ceeded.

At this time the Fury was placed in a most jierilouB situ-

ation. The nigiit being very foggy, and the tide driving

tiie ship too close to Passage Island, Ca|)tain Parry or-

dered her to be got under sail that he might a<t as circum-

stances should require. A large s|)ace of open water was

'ibserved nt not more than a quarter of a mile distaiit ; but

notwithstanding every eflort, the tide was <Iriving the ship

between tbe i»\land and a small rock lying to the eastward.

Kvery exertion to resist this appearing useless, and the tide

driving at the rate of a mile an ' 'nlf an hour, their efforts

were directed to keep lier n uiiil-channel. Had they

groun<led, with tlu; heavy masses oi' ice driving around

ibeni, every jtrobabilily was ilia! ihesiiip would be wrecked ;

but fortunately the ship drove through without sustaining

any injury At day-liglit on the twenty-sixth, after a most

anxious night, tbey found themselves about the middle oi

'hi; Frozen Strait. 'I'iie llecla, having narrowly es(;aped a

RiMiilar situation, rejoined her consort in th(> mornin<^ At

eleven Captain Lyon proceeded to search for a place of safety

P V. 4 M
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for (lir Mliips, ;uu\ rciiiiiit d ill nine in tiu- cvpnin^-, staling;

(lull III- liiul I'uiind a 8iniill buy, which was cliMr of ice, and

wliicli (lid not appriir to he inlliienccd hy the tide, but rc-

iiueittini^ Captain Purry to give it hi-^ own piTsonal ex-

an>in ition.

Accordingly (i>e next day Captain I'airy and Mr. liusb-

nan proceeded to examine the situation. On urrivini; at it,

it appeared to be aiino.tt entirely filled with ice. Ascending

u hill which was near, they observed another hay, and lind-

ini( i^ood anchor li^c, returned to the ships, placint; a IVm^

on a mass of •.Mounded ice near a shoal point nt theenlranoe.

The Fury i;eltin<T under way, made all sail for the inlet.

On passing thu shoal on which the Hag was fixed, the water

suddenly shoaled to two or three quarter fathon\s ; hut carry-

iiig a prt^i of sail the ship heeled, and hy that means did

not totv'i the ground, and they anchored in safety. It ap-

peared that a quantity of {^rounded ice had chiinged its po>

sition, and thus placed them in great peril ; and to prevent

danger to the Ilecia, a boat was placed oiVlhe reef.

Captains Parry and Lyon now set out in their boats to

examine two iliirerent channels, with n view to ascertain

through which to take the siiips. Captain Parry procee«led

to the northern shore, steering for the highest hills. They

pitched their tents, and covered with llieir blankets, lay un-

til four o'clock in (he inorning, when accompanied by Mr.

Ross, they ascended a hill to look out for a passage lor the

hips ; they found their view however circumscribed by another

hill a few miles distant, and which rose considerably higher.

They returned therefore to (heir tents to breakras(. Captain

Parry now feeling himself unwell left the exam'uatioii to

Air Uoss, V ho, with hi;j party proceeded aceordiiigly. On
his re(urn,Mr. Hoss stated that on ascending the hill, he

found himself overlooking an extensi." range ol hea. Tha'.

tliere appeared to be several islands, which were inoum>

hered witli ice, and that the sea appeared to extend to the

northward, the direction ia which Captain Lyon was pro-
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rectling to oxniiuiic. lie inct with numerous piles of stones,

1111(1 otlicr evidences o{' (lie |>bci! haviii';^ been visited by the

r.s(|uimiHix« Tlie|iurty fell in iilso with a licrd of niii-decr,

one of tvhieh tiiey sliot, but under tlie su|>|»osilion tliut he

M'.i>i dead, tiie man wlio lind shot him goin<r lo fetch a knife

lidin one of his companions in or<ier to siiin him, the anima

in the interim so far recovered as (o make his escape. After

re^tini; at Mii>;iit, tiie party on the foilowint; iiiDriiin^ took to

tlicir bouts and steered for another ixhiiid, and liavini^

ercctid a fl^i^ on a particnl.-.r point as a direction for the

hliips, thi'v returned on board.

Captain Lyon and his party liatl, duriuj: liiis, proceeded

lip the northern channel. 'I'hey saw the bottom all across.

To the northward they had the view of a nolile hay, in which

were a few islands ; to the easlwiird was a lar<;(- opeiiin(r to

the sea. Th)! liind iin the eastern >iii!e of (he strait was evi>

ilently an island, and was named (ieuri^ina Island.

The ships had now to pass thron<;ii a narrow strait or

eliannel to which the iiaine of Iliird's ('hannel was friven;

and for safely three boats were previously sent to take soiincU

iiii^H. .\ll ihint^s heini^ ready on the thirtieth, and the pro-

per time for sailiiij^ arrived, not a breath of wind wasstirrini^,

so that they were obli;red to remain at anchor till the next

ebb tide. Shortly after three in tliti afternoon, a li<rht wind

sprinijinf; up, (he Fury weighed, an<l was by the help of

the boats, ^^ot into the set of the tide. The ice was drivin:^

at (he rate of five miles at: hour nheii a sudden ;ru»t of wind

came on and had nearly driven the fehip on shore ; and the

Pury was twice turned completely round. The ileclu in

rounding a point was beset by the ice, in which situation

«he remained for two hours, but by the assisiiince of (he

liii^ils was at lcn;{th towed out into clear waur.

On the first of September the appearance of the ice was

very unfuviiurable to their proceedinir to the iiordiward.

To the north-east, and to (he soulh-sdiith-weNt, there ap-

p ired nothing I'ol sea, and lh.it entirely tovcred with ice

H -i

i
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About tioon, tliu I'ltry in ciuiLavouriii!; to huil tlirougli soiix,

new ice, tvaM so l)esL-t iis to re<|uii'o lliv a^<Hi^ilallce of llie

Ilocla. Captain Lyun sent iiis boats witli lines to be tu4>

tilled tu lliu Fury, uud by the impulse tliu!< iinparleii, tu^e-

tlier wilb the aid uf tlie wind, the sbii* got tliruugli : tlie

liiieM liuwever broke in tbe effort.

The annals of navigation perhaps do not furnish an in-

stance of difticullies to be grappled with, and dangers so

rriM|Ucnt and lung continued, as occurred from the first en-

trance of the Frozen Strait till finally getting out of it. Nor
was this all ; slow as their progress had hitherto been, they

had tlie inorliticatiun nn the 2nd of September to find that

tli(;y hud drifted back to the same spot where they had been

a lull month before. This most disheartening eircumstnnee,

at this time when the navigitlile season was so far advanced,

did not however abate their exertions.

The month of September was em| loyed in examining se-

veral inlets to which they gave the iiHtnes of Lyon's Inlet,

lloppncr's Inlet, Gore Bay, and Ross's Bay. A number

of coves and creeks were also minutely examined t» their

respective terminations, so that an extent of newly disiio-

vered coast to the amount of more than two hundred leagiieit

%iraH explored. In almost every place on which they landed

traces of the Esquimaux having been on the spot were cvi-

ttent.

In proceeding with tlie boats to examine the coast, Cap-

tain Parry on one occasion, observed three persons on a hill

looking a' them ; and as the boats sailed on, these |)ersoii«

ran towards them, and culled to them. 'I'he boats accord-

ingly |Mit in, nnd the peo|il(> landed and went to them. Con-

trary touli;it had been experienced on former occasions, on

H|iproucliiiig tlit'iii they remnined silent, and inanifeHted no

disjiosition to hold nn inlorcoursc. These people in their fi-

gure and a|ipeariince were also dillVreiil i'nim their former

ac«pi:iiiuaii( e, not hi iiig so round visa^eil. There were two

nieiij and mie hoy of about ten years of age. Each had in
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hiH liaiul a s<?ul-!ikiii case, cunlaiiiiii<r a few aikov!* ami a bow.

All ( xcliiiii^u was iiia(t(> with (linn fur one ul' llusu eaHCH, fur

wiiiili u kiiift! was jjiven. A( fiihl llicy ajijuMipd a little Icr-

lii'u-il, hut a fuiniliaiity was sixni cstahlislKul. The party

)'\|)ressin^ ii dcsiif tu visit llieii- huhitutions, the E!><|uiinuux

iiiiist readily led the way. The distance was about twt>

Hides, over very rough i^ruund ; but these people (ripped

al in(^ with a nimble iie.ss which the LInglish cuuld not follow.

As they drew near their dvvellingsi, two wuiiieii witli children

(Ml Ihtir backs came out to meet them. '« heir tent or dwel-

ling' place was situated on a rinin!<; ground, commandint; a

view of the sea. Shortly after (heir arrival two children

joined them. Only thn^e persons occupied this tent, (he

habitations of the others being farther ilistant. These pen-

|de were more cleanly than most of the Esquimaux Mtey

had formerly met with, both in their persons and in their

habitations.

As soon as a familiarity was established they began to ask

for iron, and they were invited to accompany the party to

the boats, with un assurance (hat they should have some.

Allhough previously (hey had niHuifested a propriety of be-

haviour
; yet no sooner were they ui rived (o the boats, and

each party in some measure engaged with the other in mak-

ing them ac([uuiiited with the use of the oars, &c. but the

women luisily employed themselves in pilfering whatever

they could secrete, and conveying the articles into their boots,

wl.ieh in the women are aUva)s remarkably large, and have

ojii'iiings at the sides capable of obtaining considerable

bulk. They managed (his with such dexterity that till iMr.

Slierer waiite<l a cup which was reipiired ut su|)per, no sus-

picion arose of what was taking place I'pon this being

missed, a general search was made, and the bouts of the fe-

iiialt's emptied of their ill-got wealth, and l!ic whole party

Here dismissed with proper murks of disa])probatioii of their

ciiiiiliiet.

Oil the 1st of October, jit->l as tiny compKtcd the cxa-
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niiiiiition of tlie sevfral inlets uf the c<ii)tincnt, iinrquivnca.

Nymptoins of winter setting in were but ton n|)|tai-pnt. Tlie

llit'rniomcter liad for several days past periM.ineiitly fallen

lielow llie I'rcezinaf point, and sometimes as low as iVP at

n'ljlit; wliicli clian<re, lot^i-tlier willi the altered appearance

of the land, and the rapid formation of youni^ ice near the

dlioreM, ^ave pretty evident notice of the u|)|iroach of win-

ter. The conimencemcnt of this dreary seniiun in these re-

^ion«, may, indeed, be fairly dated from the time when

the earth no longer receives and radiates heat enough to

melt the snow which falls upon il. When the land is once

covered with tliis substance, so little calculated to favour

the absorption of heat, the frigorific process seems to he

carried on widi iiierensed vijjour, deiining very clearly the

cliange from summer to winter, with little or no interme-

diate interval to wliich the name of autumn can be dis-

tinctly assigned.

On the 8th the tiiermometer stood at zero, and the eea

was covered with young ice. The nature and flleet of this

very teasing snhslanee are thus described by Captain I'arry.

i'lie formation of young ice upon the surface of lliu water

is the circumslMuee which most decidedly begins to put a

stop to the nuvi^^Htion of these seas, and warns the seaman

that his season of active operatioris is nearly at an end. It

is indeed scarcely possible to conceive the degree of hinder-

unce occasioned by this impediment, trilling tis it always

appears before it is encountered. When the sheet has ac-

quired a thickness of about half un inch, and is of consider-

able extent, u ship is liable to be stopped by it, unless

favoured by a strong and free wind ; and even when still

retaining liur way through the water, at the rate of a mile

un hour, lier course is not always 'inder the controul of the

helmsman, though assisted by the uicest attention to the

action of the sails, hut depends ujion some accidental in-

crease or decrease in the thickness of the sheet of ice, with

wliich one bow or (he other comes in contact. Nor iit it
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I'.iriy.

pusHible in this <titiiation for the boats to iPiidcr tlieir usual

assistance, by running out lines, or otherwise; for having

oiicc entered the younjf ice, they can only be propi-lled

slowly througli it by <li:;<;in|T tlie ours and hoat-honKs into

it, at the same liiix* hreakini; it across the hows, and hy

rollinc; the boat from side to side. Alter ((mliniiinu' tliis la-

liiiriiiiis work for snme time, with little <;ood eti'ecl, and

coiisidprahle damairc to the planks and onrs, a boat in often

oltlivfd to return tlie same way that she came, backint; out

in the canal thus formed to no purpose. A ship in this

helpless state, her sails in vain expanded to a favourable

breete, her ordinary resources failiniTi and suddenly arrested

in her course upon tiie element throu&;h which she h is been

arcnstomed to move without restraint, has often reminded

nie of Gulliver tied down by the feeble hands of Lilliputians ;

nor are tlie stniimlcs she makes to effect n release, and the

apparent iiisii;nilieance of the means by whicii her efforts

sre opposed, the least just or the least vexatious part of the

resemblance.

All these circunistrtiices pointe'l out the expediency of

iminedi.itely placiiii^ llie ^hips in the best security that could

be found for them duriiii;; the winter. A suiiill island lyinp^

(iff the |)oint where tlie continent beijins to trend to the

iKirthwatil, was found to afford, at its southern side, good

anchorap^e; and having here suffered the ships to be frozen

up, they gave to it the name of Winter Island.

Every precaution was now taken for the preservation of

the boats, sails, and other stores, during the season ; and

arrangements were made for the coiufort and amusement of

the men. Captain Parry observes, that it would be diffi-

cult to imagine a situation in which cheerfulness is

more to be desired, or less likely to be maintained, than

among a set of persons (and those persons seamen too] se-

rliided for an indefinite period from the rest of the world ;

liiiving little or no employment but that which is in n mat-

ter created to prevent idleness, and suhject to a degree ol
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teilious mnnotony. ill iicrordinij willi ttioir usual li.iliifa

Nothinsr Ciin Up iiior<» just ; and it is lliereforc of the utmost

importaiH'o tiiat onHtant pm|>l(iyment, nnd a linbit of cliefr-

fiilncss sliKiiKI !»<• kijii up hv mm so situated ; it beins wpII

known tliiil llKn- jxIhIs an inti nalo connexion between de-

|iref)sion of mind, and tii^t dreadful disorder the scurvy;

(iiat liope and joy not only prevent, but materially aid in

the cure of it, while (^loom and despair never fail to ai^gra-

vate its fatal ni«li lenity.

As A source, therefore, of amusement to the people.

Captain Parry renewed those theatrical entertainments

from which they had derived so much benefit at Melville

Island, on a former voyn(»e, and on a larsjer and more

commodious scale, while the theatre was improved in its de-

corations, onf'i, wh.it was of more importance, in its warmth*

Sylvester's stove, in a few liours after lit^htini^ it, dissipated

every drop of moixture which was found so annoying on the

former expedition : the stream of air on the lower deck was

uenerally 120^ of F'ahrcnheit ; that in the cabin nenr the ap-

paratus, 100^, and at the end of the flue, in Captain Parry's

cabin, forty-six feet from the air vessel, froin 05* to 72*.

when the mean temperature of the atmosphere was about

xero : this diiTused warmth (Generally over the whole ship

and kept her perfectly dry. On some eveninsjs they hnd

music ; and on others (to furnisli nitiimal and useful occu-

pation,) a school w:is established in both ships for the in-

Blruclion of those who mic^ht choose to avail themselves of

this advanla«»e ; and Captain Parry, who visited them fre-

quently, observes, that he seldom experienced feelint^s of

higher gratification than in this rare and interesting slight:

iitd it is trul gratifying to learn that, on the return of the

ahips to England, ' every man on board could read his

Dible.* In these pursuits, blencUd with a proper degree of

exercise, the shortest d ly is said to have passed over their

heads without any of that iiil<<rest wliicli, on u former voy-

age, constituted a aort of er^i in their winter's calendar.
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• Our winter,' ohsorves CH|>taiii Parry, ' was nu longer an

experiment : our comforts were i^reatly iiicre:i»ed ; and the

prospect of an early release from tlie ice as favourable as

could be desired.' In short,' he adds, ' what with read-

ins;, writing, making and calculating observations, ob-

serving the various natural phenomena, and taking the ex-

ercise necessary to preserve our health, nobody, 1 believe,

ever felt any symptoms of ennui during oiir continuance iii

winter qunrters.*

But, pt-riiips, tlie greatest of all tiieir amusements, and

that wliicli excited the highest degree of interest, was the

unexpected appearance, on the 1st of February, of a uumher

of itirange people coming towards the ships over tiie ici-.

A pnrty who went out to meet them soon discovered them to

be Esquimaux, who, on coming up, presented a few blades of

whalebone, either as a peace-oliering, or for btrter, most

probably the latter. Some of the women wore handsome

clothes of deer-akin, which attracted tlie attention of tlie

party: on observing this, they began, says Captain Parry,

to our utter astonishment and consternation, to strip,

though the thermometer stood at 23* below zero. All ap-

prehension on this score, however, was soon relieved by

finding that they were comfortably clothed in u double suit

of deer-skin

Having purchased whatever they had to sell and made

tlicm severed presents, they were given to •' derstand that

it was the wish of the English to visit their huts ; which

thry very readily agreed to, and both parties set out to-

gether. In their way thither the Esquimaux were much

amused by a Newfoundland dug which had been taught (o

fetch and carry.

It cannot but be considered as a remarkable circumstance

that these people, to the amount of more ihan sixty persons,

men, women and children, should have erected their huts

and established themselves on a spot within view of thn

dliips, without having been observed by any of the peuj)le

P. V. 4. JN
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on board, and to ap]ieiiraiice as complete as ttiou^h tiiejr

had been long erected. Tiiey were formed entirely of snow

and ice, in the form of a dome, the entrance being low aiul

on the side, through a passage containing two door ways

wliicli were nrched. From tiie first apartment, other arched

door ways led into recessea or other apartments which were

severally occupied, and the women were seen surrounded

with the various u'.ensils of their households, their children

and their dogs naar them. These apartments were about

seven feet high in the centre, and each had a piece of ice,

forming a window, ]>|!)ced in the roof. Various articles were

given to or bartered with them for other commodities, and

no occasion us on this visit given to suspect their fair-

ness of dealing.

After spending some time with them, the people set out on

their return accompanied by some of the Esquimaux, who

did not manifest that surprise which might have been ex-

pected on being introduced to such novelties as presented

themselves to their nolice. They were greatly delighted on

going on board the Ilucia, at hearing the fidler play and

the men dancing, and joined in the amusement with much

apparent glee and satisfaction. They then returned to

their huts.

The next day a large party paid a visit to their huts, and

were cheerfully welcomed. They dined in the huts and

presented their new acquaintance with some of their meat

and biscuit, which they gladly received. A little wine was

afterwards given to them, but it did not meet their taste.

On one of tlieir visits to the ships they were requested to

build a snow hut, which they proceeded to do, and in about

three hours formed one of these habitations, placing a piece of

ice at (he top to admit the light; and in forming it both

men and women were employed.

The ullicers having naturally selected different individuals

to obtain information from and to make enquiries, found

it produced a settled intimacy : one intelligent youth, who
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attaclied liinisclf (o Cuptain Lyon, tulil him tbat he bad

Nouu pciiions like themselves tiome luuulhs previous. Sup-

posing th<^t tiii's intercourse iiflbrded au opportunity of con-

veying intelligence to Eiigianil, Captain Parry desired he

iiiiglit be furniiihed with a letter and n^qucsted iiitn to con-

vey it to them should he meet with ttuch people again.

It appears that tlicse people were often in want of neces-

sary food, being very improvident ; devouring with greedi-

ness large quantities of food when they had killed a seal or

other animal, although it was in a most fdthy and disgusting

state, nut being cleaned either i'rcin blood or dirt ; but at

other tiiiu's when unsuccessful they were in a state of starv-

ation, null it does seem that some of them would have pe-

rished had not they been supplied from the ship with bread-

dust. This supply was aflorded them on several occasions,

and some of them were found gnmving it piece ofliard seal-

skin with thehuir on it. The want offiud is also generally

iiccompanied with the want of light and warinth, ns on such

oectisions they arc also without oil to burn, so (hat it is

ul(ugetlier a state of the greatest wretchedness. In these

circumstances also ti.ey could obtain no water, but swal-

lowed the snow to quench their thirst.

The Esquimaux appear to exhibit a strange mixture of

intellect and dulness, of cunning nnd simplicity, of inge-

nuity and stupidity : few of tliem cnuld count beyond five,

ami not one of them beyond ten ; nor couhl any of them

speak a doxen words of English, afur a constant inter-

course of seventeen or eighteen months
;
yet many of their

could imitate the manners and actions of the strangers, and

were, on the whole, excellent mimics. One woman in par-

ticular, of the name of Iligliuk, very soon attracted the at-

tention of the voyagers, by the various traits of that supe-

riority of understanding for which, it was found, she was

remarkably distinguished, and held in esteem even by her

.

own countrymen. She had a great fondness for 8iiii>ing,

[lossessed a soft voice, and an excellent ear ; but there was

N 2
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scnrcely any stopping her wlien she ha<1 once hrgiin : iho

would listen, however, ''or hours together to the tunes

played on the organ. She Feeined tu he awure of her own

superiority, and hetrayed, on several occasions, a conscious

pride of it.

But the superior intelligence of this extraordinary woman
was pcrnaps most conspicuous in the reatliiioss with which

she was made to comprehend the manner of laying down,

on paper, the geographical outline of that part of tiie coast

of America she was acquainted with, and the neighbouring

islands, so us to construct a chart. At first it wiis found

difficult to make her comprehend what was meant ; but

when Captain Parry had discovered that the Esquimaux

were already acquainted with the four cardinal points of

the compass, for which they have appropriate names, he

drew them on a sheet of paper, together with that portion

of the coast just discovered, which was opposite to Winter

Island, where they then were, and of course well known

to her

Having done this, he desired her to complete the rest

;

accordingly with a countenance expressive of intelligence,

she drew a chart of the coast, along her own country nearly

north of Winter Island. Without taking her hand oflf the

paper, she depicted the coast to the westward and to the

south-west, within a short distance of Repulse Buy. The
country situated on the shores to the westward she named

Akkoolce, and said that it was inhahited by numbers of

Esquimaux. Between Akkoolee and Repulse Bay she de-

scribed a large lake in which were found abundance of fish

and on its banks many herds of deer. To the westward of

these places she stated (he existence of a vast and wide

sea.

A party once accompanied the Esquimaux on an excur-

sion to catch seals. Seven of tiicm, engaged in the same

object, formed themselves into a kind of line, each covering

or Wblkin immediately behind the one hel'ure so as not to bo

4
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RPcii ill the <lirection they were moviiif^. In this manner they

a|ipruikche(l n seal which wax lyin^ un the ice, iin>|iarin^

their lines unci apears furthi> uttiick ; hut after they hud been

more than an liour in inakiui; tlieir a|)|)roaches, the seal sud

(ieiily took to the water and disa|)|)()inted llu-in ul' their |irey

Alter this they turned their steps towards iiume, nut a litlh;

alarmed at finding themselves a mile and a half from the

hliore, on a sheet of ice which might be drifted oif to the sea,

nil accident which had occurrei't ( ' ijrmer Ks«{uiinaux, and

prubably sometimes every suul had been lost, so that none

survived to relate the mistbrtune.

In moving towards the shore they passed a small rising

of the ice, which quickly drew the utlt-ntiuii of one of the

Esquimaux, who immediately stopjied. It was stated that

this ivas the work of a seal, who probably would work

throuirli and come upon the ice. While watching at this

spot the mail often placed his ear near the ice as if to listen

whether the seal whs at work. On this occasion however

there was no success.

When out on these parties, if an Esquimaux has reason

to suspect u seal is working beneatli, he generally remains

to watch until he has killed it. To protect himself from the

cold wind he will raise a wall of snow, and will then sit for

hours together, listening to the working of the seal through

the ice. When the seal has worked its way to the surface,

he drives his spear into the creature with all his force, hav-

ing a line attached to the spear, lie then clears awa) the

ice and repeats the stroke if necessary until it is killed.

On the 20th several widves, which hud for some days made

tlieir appearance, attacked a dog belonging Ij the Ksqiii-

niaux. Mr. Elder, the (Jreenland mute, witnessing the cir-

cumstance, hastened to the spot with his gun, but though

the dog made considerable resistance, the wolves had torn

him in pieces before Mr.Eldcr could reach the spot, leaving

only one of his liiiid legs.

On one occasion when a vi<«it was paid to their hiiis, an
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Ksqiiimaux liu'l just brought m a seal. Two women with

large knives in tlieir iiands, and besmeared with blood, were

cutting uj) tlie animal, dividing it into two parts. Tlie blood

was tlien carefully put into the cooking pot, into which also

all loose bits were thrown, except that occasionally they eat

it themselves, or gave a taste to the children and persons who

surrounded them ; the youngest being glad to receive into its

open mouth a lump of the raw flesh. When the flesh is cut

up, the blubber is lastly taken away. During the process it

is a custom to stick pieces of the intestines or skin on the fore-

heads of the boys, which they suppose will make them fortu-

nate seal hunters.

On the 2Gtli of February the Theatre closed with the

comedy of the Citizen, and High Life below Stairs. At the

conclusion of the ])erforraance the ships' companies testified

their thanks by three hearty cheers.

The month of March was now entered on, and the sun was

more than ten hours above the horizon every day, but the

earth presented one uniform white surface of snow. The ar-

rival of the Esquimaux had indeed changed the scene of their

amusements, and the time had passed away without their

feeling any extraordinary solicitude as to its progress ; but

those to whom the care of the expedition was entrusted, be-

gan to look forward with earnestness for the opportunity ot

proceeding in the discoveries. However anxious their feelings,

they had no alternative but patience; but the information they

had obtained from Iligliuk suggested the advantage which

would arise from an investigation of the coast by land, so far as

was practicable while the ships remained frozen up in Winter

Island. Captain Lyon offered to take the command of the

party ; and one of the Esquimaux, Ayoket, Captain Lyon's

friend, was invited to accompany them. It was proposed

to make an excursion to Amitioke, Iligliuk's country.

Ayoket, however, after much uncertainty and wavering,

deriined to be of the party, notwithstanding a brightly po-

lished bras.1 keltic, of a larger size, and of much mure
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value tliau any present hilliorlo made them, was to bw fh*)

recompense of his journey. An Esquimaux is of a chanic-

tor not to be much moved by the acqiiisition of property,

Hnd prefers a life of indolence to any riches which may

be obtained by exertion. That part of the coast described by

Iligliuk, which the English had examined, was found very

correct; and other charts, wliich others of the Esquimaux

Mere desired to draw, without any concert with each other,

were found to at;ree with Iligliuk's in a snr])rising degree. In-

deed, they received information from these people on vari-

ous useful matters, which were afterwards found to be cor-

rect, when the ships came to the places described.

On the 15th Captain Lyon left the ships, a breeze of

wind blowing from the northward, accompanied with snow

drift. The first night after his departure 'vas one of the

most severe and inclement that any of the people had been

exposed to, and excited considerable apprehension for their

safety among those remaining in the ships. The wind and

drift continued during the whole of tlit? lUlh, and considera-

bly increas(!d the solicitude for their safety, but to send a

party in quest of them while the state of tiie weather was

such, appeared impossible, as no traces could be had of the

way they had taken, and under such circumstances it would

add to the number of persons placed in perilous situations.

A party was however held in readiness to proceed whenever

the weather might moderate, when to the great joy of all on

board, they arrived at the ships.

The sufferings which this party hud endured during their

short absence were severe in tlve extreme. Having as-

cended a hill to the northward, astr^nig wind blew the snow

directly in their faces, and many of the party received se-

vere frost bites. They proceeded towards a bay which had

been observed, and afterwards descending budilenly arrived

at the head of the bay. The extreme severity of the wea-

ther determined Captain Lyon to pitch their tents. Every

one of the parly smoaked '.obacco to promote warmth, but
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the severity of tliu culd was siicli lliut Joliii Tjce, one of the

party, was seized vvitli a shivering lit and severe pains in his

loini A hole was dug in the earth to admit of receiving

them in a sitting posture. A fire was made witli diflicultv.

and a mess of warm soup was pr' pared for every man.

After taking this refreshment, they cr('[)l into their

blanket bags and endeavoured, by keeping close to each

other, to obtain a little warmth and sleej). In the morning

they made a fire and prepared a cup of warm tea, after

which tliey resolved to set out on their return to the ships,

from which they supposed tliey were about six miles distant.

'J'lie wind being at their backs, they proceeded rather

briskly, but the cold was so intense that some of the party

began to exhibit symptoms of drowsiness and insensibility

wliich is so common und so fatal in intensely cold cli-

mates. The faces of several were severely frost bitten,

and they had lost the sense of feeling in their fmgers and

toes. Serjeant Spackman, though repeatedly warned that

his nose was frozen, was in such a s'.kite of senselessness as

to take no notice of the advice, and one side of his face be-

came frozen quite hard, the eye-lids stitf, and part of the

upper lip was drawn up. Four ot the party appeared to be

in such a situation as to be incapable of surviving. In this

state tbey unexpectedly came to a beaten track which fortu-

nately soon led them to the ships. All had severe frostbites

in dillerent parts of the body, which occasioned the loss of

the flesh and skin, but proper care being now taken of them,

they all ultimately did well.

Early in the morning of the 2nd of A)>ril, the Esquimaux

were observed moving from the Imts, and several sledges

drawn by dogs, heavily luden, went olf to the westward.

It appeared, on enquiry, that half of the people had gone

over the ice in quest of food. On visiting the snow huU

which they hi?d just quitted they found that the places compos-

ing their beds and fire-pluces were turned up and searched

that no articles might be lost. The wallii were staiuud

Isla
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with liinip-black, blood, and other kinds of fdih, and were

ill part demolished and laid open, to pivc them the more

ready oiiportiinlty of rt^moviiig their goods

The remainder of the party were out on the ice in jmr

suit of walrusses; and although the ice was floating' and in

detached masses, they seemed to he under no appreiien-

sions as to the danger they were in. Tlie wind at tliis time

indeed set in for the land, and this perhaps might render

them confident.

On the 13th of April, another party of the Esquimaux be-

gan to remove their effects, and Iligliuk and her husband,

and a few others, came on boata to make a farewell visit, and

said that on the succeeding day they all should remove from

Winter Island. A few presents were made to them on their

departure.

At the close of the mouth of May it became a matter of

general observation, and of course of general regret, how

few symptoms of thawing had yet ajipcared; and it was im-

possible not to recollect that Melville Island iiac', on the

same day, two years before, advanced full as far in throw-

ing olT its winter's covering ; that before this time, at the

latter station, they had experienced several hours of hard

rain ; and tliat, in oouseciuenre, the ice around INIelville Is-

land had assumed a green api>earancc, while at Winter Is-

land il remained perfectly white. Anothei comparison was

made between the two winter-quaitcis. The first flower

was brought on board as a matter of curiosity on the f)(h of

June, which was one day later tlian it had made its ;>|ipe;ir-

ance at IMclville Island. Again, in the middle of June, a

few gallons of water were collect' •"
. oumc little pools

while, at the same date, at iMelville Island, the ravines

were beginning to bo dangerous to jiass, and were actually

impassable during the third week in June
; yet Winter Is-

land is situated in hit. 661", or Hl° south of Melville Isliuid,

wiiieh lies in lat. 7iJ°. The lowest temperature at Melville

Island was 55*, at Winter Island, 40*.
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Ho.viii^ nearly completed the ninth month at Winter Is-

land, on the 2d of July, the sliips, partly by the exertions ol

iho men in sawing the ice, and partly by the wind drifting

lioiii the land, finally effected their escape ; doubled the

south-east point of this part of America, and stood to the

northward up I'ox's Channel ; keeping the coast of the con-

tinent, as directed by their instructions, close on board, and

siiiling in a channel of water from three or four hundred

yards to two miles in width. The shore, in most places,

\^'as line<l with old ice, while, to sea-ward, large floes and

.nasses were observed in violent niotiim, being acted upon

by the nind, currents and tides. l?y these agents, in so

confined a channel, one of the ships was swept against the

other ; and after some grinding and squeezing, they es-

caped with the loss of one of the Ileela's boats, which was

torn to pieces by the I'ury's anchor. On the turn of the

liili", however, when l)oth it and the current set to the south-

ward, the whole of (he navigable channel, through which

the ships were slowly working their way, was almost imme-

liately filled by a vast body of drift ice.

Tlie flood-tide coming down loaded with a more than or-

dinary quantity of ice, pressed the ship very much, and ren-

dered it necessary to run out the stream cable, in addition

to tlic hawsers which were fast to the land ice. 'I'his

was scarcely accomplishe<l when a very heavy and extensive

floe took the ship on her broadside, and being backed by

another large body of ice, gradually lifted her stern as if by

the action of a wedge. The weight every moment increas-

ing, obliged the Ilecla to veer 0:1 tiie hawsers, whose friction

was so great as nearly to cut through the bitt-heads, and ul-

timately set them on fire, so that it became requisite for peo-

]ile to attend with buckets of water, 'llie pressure was at

length too powerful for resistance, and the stream cable, with

two six inch hav.'sers and one of five went at the same mo-

ment. Three others soon followed. The sea was too full

o! ii.-e to allow the ship t») drive, uud the only way by which
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she coulJ yield to the enonnous \v»nt^ht wliicli oppressed licr

was l)y leiiniiig over tlic luiul ice, while her stern at the

same time was entirely lifU'd more than five feet out of tlie

water. The lower deck beams now complained very nuich,

and the whole frame of the sliip snderwenl a trial which

would liave proved fatal to any less strengthened vessel. At

this moment the rudder was uidning with a sudden jerk,

tvliieh broke up the rudder ease and struck the driver boom

willi great force. The pressure which hud been no dange-

rous at length proved their friend, for by its increasing

weight the lloe on which they were borne burst upwards,

n.iable to resist its f(uce. The ship righted, and, a small

l»lai k ojiening in the water, drove several miles to the south-

ward before she could l>e again secured to got the rudder

iiuiig; circumstances nuich to be regretted at the nmment,

as the people had been employeil with but little inlirmission

for three days and nights, attending to the siifely i f tlie ship

in this daiigerous tideway.

The I'ury had almost as narrow au oscajie as the Ilecla

;

a little befoie noon a heavy lloe some miles in length, beinj^

probably a part of that lately detached from the shore, came

driving down fast, giving serious reason to apprehend more

fatal catastrophe than any yet encountered. In a few mi-

nutes it came in contact, at the rale of a mile and a half an

hour, with a point of ''> Iaid- ice left the preceding night

by its own separation, breaking it uj) with a tremendous

crash, and forcing nuudierless immense masses, many tons

in weiglit, to the height of fdly or sixty feet, from whence

they again rolled down on the umer or land side, and were

quickly succeeded by a fresh supjdy. While they v\ere

oblij,ed to be (juiet spectators of this gnind but terrific sight,

being within five or six hundred yards of the jioint, the dan-

ger was two-fold ; first, lest tlie floe should now swing in,

secondly, lest its pressure should detacli the land ice \o

wliicU the ship was secured, .md thus set them adrift and
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at the mercy of ilic tiflcs. Happily liowovor lu-itlior of tliere

occurcd, the flon rcniiiiiiiiig slatioiiaiy lov the rest of tlie

tide and sotting off with the chl) which made soon after.

In addition to the danger which threatened to crush and

ovcrwhehn the ships among these tremendous masses of ice,

thus thrown into violent motion, was the chance of heing

b'.isct in the midst of the floes, and in that helpless state

8we|>t away with the flood-tide and current to the southward,

and diifled back again to Southampton Island, as had hap-

pened to them before, and thus again would the labour of

weeks be inevitably lost. By the 12th of July, however,

after long and unremitting perseverance, and by taking ad-

vantage of every opening and breeze of wind to move the

ships to the northward, they had rcjvehed the latitude of 07*

IS', opposite to a considerable opening in the land, out of

which a strong current was c-bserved to set into the sea.

On the following day they liad an unobstructed run of fifty

miles, an event of no very trifling importance, as Captain

Parry says, in this tedious and most imccrtain navigation

About this place their Esquhnaux friends liad prepared tiiem

for meeting with vast numbers of the walrus, or sea-horse

;

and accordingly they fell in with such a multittule of these

animals, as, in Captain Parry's opinicm, were probably not

to be seen in any other part of the world. 'J'hey were lying

in large herds on the loose pieces of drift ice, huddled upon

one another, from twelve to thirty in a gi-oup. Tiiey « ere

not in the least frightened by the people getting upon the

same piece of ice with themselves; but when approached

close, they began to show an evident dis])ositiou to give

battle. From the prodigious num])crs of these creatures,

and other circumstances, the navigators were now certain

that the names of the two islands. Amitioke and Ooglit, as

laid down in the chart of Iligliuk and the other F.stpiimaux,

were in their proper positions.

On the shore, th«v observed several tents, an-l soon after

gli.s

ha(
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was

forlu

also

was

peoj)

with
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uftcJ

ihey saw sonic canoes coming towards thcni. CapUiins

Pliny and Lyon loft the ships and went lo moot the I'.siiui-

niaiLi in their boats. At first they nianirestcd sonic timi-

dity, bnt tliis was soon overcome. It appeared however

that they had no previous knowledge of the ships being in

tlu'so seas, so that it was clear none of the peojjlo friun W in-

ter Island had yet arrived here. On reaching the shore se-

veral more of the natives met them and conducted them to

their tents, when they soon found themselves in the midst of

a number of men, women, and children, all of them pro-

vi<led with some article for barter.

These tents formed the summer habitations of the Esqui-

maux, and were of an oblong shape, being formed of the

skins of the seal and the walrus, having in the centre a polo

by which ihcy are supported. Sometimes they join two tents

ingelhcr to form an habitation, when the families are large.

These people were amused by a variety of anecdotes, whiili

were related to them of the occurrences which took place at

Winter Island, and to which they listened with the most

S!)lieit(ms attention.

After having spent a considerable time with them, the En-

glish took to their boats in order to return. The weather

had become very severe, the wind increasing to a gale.

After considerable effort to reach the ship, Captain I-yon

was under the necessity of returning to shore, having un-

fortunately broken one of his oars. Captain Parry fiuiid it

also impossible, after great exertions, to reach his ship and

was obliged to return to his former landing place. Tiie Es-

quiniau.x. gladly received them, and they were accommo-

dated in different parties with lodgings, at the tents of these

people. Having all their clothes wet, they were provided

with change of apparel liy their hosts, and in these, with a

seal-skin for a blanket, they contrived to pass a tolerably

comfiirtablc night, and returned lo the ships the following

niorning.

'["lie Bhips MOW procei (led to sail to llio spot beyond

oviNci \: ?a.-";:y

ViGTOHi...
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ihcin, where they cxijcctcd to find that rauAi and lonjf-

souglil passage that was to cuuduct them int^ the Pohir Seiv.

Tliis passage iht-y .speedily itcognized in its proper plate;

and congratulaicd themselves on heing at the very tlues-

liold (if the door that was to open a way to the final success

of tlioir tiiti'i prize : the niorlilicalion which succeeded, may

he iuiagiiicd, when it was perceived that an unhroken

elieel of ice extended completely across the mouth of the

slrail, from the norllierii to llio southern laud ; and this

too at so advanced ii period as the middle of July. Iho

disappointmunt Ix-cann; ilie more serious on findiuf^, from

the nature of lie ice wliich formed the im|>ediment, that it

hove evident marks of heing a lloe which had long heen at-

tached to the land on every side ; and it nas hesides so le-

vel and continuous as tt) convince them that it had suilered

no disruption in the course of that season.

To enter into the deliiils of their unwearied endeavours to

push to the westward through this frozen passage ; the

scarcely pcrceplihle progress made hy the jtartial and occa-

sional fragments of ice that separated from the main body

,

the anxiety with which every such breaking o(f was watched

;

and the final repulse of the ships before they reached the

middle of the strait, where it was hermetically sealed by the

ice and three islands, among which it was closely jammed
by a perpetual current from the wc!Stward, would be a 'cpe-

liou of simultaneous movements, from the time of their lirst

arrival b( fore it, until frozen again into their winter (piar-

ters, 'lliey struggled to make way for sixty-days; during

which the whole distance they advanced to the westward in

the strait was alx)ut forty miles ; of this period, however,

twenty-five (Liys were spent close to the edge of the ice, in

the narrows, watching with intense anxiety for every i)iicc

that separated from the main floe, and took its departure to

the eastward.

IVom the moment of their arrival before the mouth of the

itr.'it, thtii ixirtioii, w(mc ineens.iMt, not only to f'rcr tlie

•;"S
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hhips to llio westward, l)«it to ascertain with precision the

pciiiiiiiphiial jjosilion and fcalurcs of this northern extremity

of Anieriea, and of the nnmerous islands and rocky inlets

ill this neighhourhood, by which the passage seemed to he

fjiiarded. Captain Lyon had accompanied an l-lnqnimanx

lo a salmon fisliery np n. large inlet a little to the sonthwavd

(il the strait, hut from the thick and inclement weather, he

was luiable to point o\it its exact direction, and returned

without reaching its extvetne westerly termination. It was

therefore deeraed possible tliat it might be a second strait,

'ommmiicating with the I'olav Sea. To ascertain whether

tliis was the fact or not, was now of great imjiortance.

Stopped, as they had now been at the very threshold of the

north-west passage for nearly four weeks, without advanc-

ing twice as many miles to the westward, suspense at such

a crisis was scarcely the less painful because it was inevita-

lile. As Captain Tarry felt it his duty to pass no opening

thai held out the least chance of a passage, without deter-

mining that point, l\e sent out repeated jiarties to explore it,

but without success ; till at length he himself effected it, but

not without dilKei'lty, having traced it into the American

continent until he found (uily a few feet depth in water*, and

rounded its extreme end. Tliis opening was named Hoop-

er's Tnlet.

When the 17th of September had arrived, it was observed

with pain that the ice of the preceding year's formation was

not yet detached from the shores, while a fresh formation

liad already commenced. Appeaiances were indeed oi)jiosca

not only to making any further progress, but to continuing

a moment longer in the strait, which Captain Parry named

the strait of Fury and Ilecla, lest they should be frozen in,

ns in that case it would probably be eleven months before the

shii)s would be extricated from the ice.

After the lalK>rious efforts to obtain the desired passage,

the disappointment which they now met with, can be

ffobably appreciated only by those who possess spirits
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arilt lit ill llic luisuit of an object on wliioh tlicir desires are

liNid. Cajitaiii Parry thought proper to take the opinion of

the senior oflicers as to his future operations ; ami with that

view addressed a letter to Captain Lyon and Lientonaiits

IIo]vi>ncr and Nins, who coiucided in opinion with him that

it was projier not to risk being frozen up in the Strait. He
ihen eaused a public notilieation to be made on board each

ship, staling his j)urpose to examine the coast of Cockburn

Island to tlie northward and eastward for a proper place to

winter in ; and if not successful there, to seek a place at

Iglnolik, hoping that by an early release of the ships in the

ensuing sumuier, they should have an opportunity of sc-

leetiiig the most eligible place for their future attempts at

discovery.

During the night the new ice so accumulated as to pre-

sent a strong resistance to the movements of the ships.

Various means were resorted to, but oftentimes without ef-

fect. The only successful mode appears to have been in

Vvhat is called in the sea-phrase sallying, that is, the men

in a body run from side to side, by which means the ship

rolls and is relieved from the ice. At length, after much

effort, the ships got clear of the Strait. From an attentive

observation of the tides, it appears that the flood comes

from the westward, and in addition to this, that there is a

permanent current in the same direction. This current it

was supposed arose from the melting of the snow on the

• shores of the Polar Sea, and that this Strait was the only

outlet for it to the southward.

I A few days more decided what was to be done ; the young

ice had assumed that consistency which baffles all attempts

to operate upon it. Too thick to allow a ship to be forced

throufjh it ; too tough for regular sawing, and yet dange-

rous for men to walk upon. To get a boat her own length

througli it would occupy a dozen men a quarter of an hour

;

and, after all, without being able to make a channel for the

ship. Undfv fiuch ciicumsta-iccs, it was obvious that uo



TO THt NOKIM roi.K. 105

lime « a.s to be Io.^jI in looking oiil i\)\- llic best \\ iulci-qiiailers

that the noiglibouriuLf islands wouM afloid; but il was not

till after many dark and slomiy daya \\efO .s',i(nt at hcti

among the iloaling- ice, ami tlic loss of several anchors,

that they .•iuccecilcd in brin^injj^ tlie shij)s into tlieir tle^tiiied

births, at the island of Igloolik, on t!ic u\)i.]\ of Oeloljer,

after oniploying tlie men for several days ia the anluons

task of enlling- a eanal tlirnugh tlie ice.

The wliule length of the canal was four ihou.saiid tluee

hundred and forty-three feet; the thickness of t!:e ice ni the

level and regular i)arts being from twelve to fourteen inches,

but in many places, where a separation bad occurred,

amounting to several feet. Tiic cheerful alacrity wilii

which the men continued this laljorious work dining lliirtceu

days, the thermometer being frequently at zero, and onco

as low as 9" in that interval, cannot but be admired. It was

satisfactory, moreover, to find that in the i^erformance of

tins, not a single addition liad been made to the sitk list of

either ship, except by the accident of one man's falling into

the eanal, aud who returned to his duty a day or t\vo after-

wards.

Cajitain Parry's reflections on this occasion are both just

and natural ; and the expedient to whicii he at once deter-

mined to resort speaks much as to his enterprising character.

Idalteving as llieir prospect apjieared at the commence-

ment of the past summer, their ellorts had certainly not l)eeu

attended with a proportionate degree of success ; and little

satisfaction remained to them at the close of the season, but

the consciousness of having left no means within their reach

untried, that could promote the desired object. It re-

quu'cd indeed but a single glance at the chart to perceive

that whatever the last summer's navigation had added to the

geographical knowledge of the eastern coast of America,

end its adjacent islands, they had eifected nothing in refer

ence to the discovery of a North-AW^st passage. The disco-

very of the Frozen Strait, had made known a chanucl cf

i 5 P
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commuuieation between the waters, but its fioisen state

formed an impeuelrublc barrier to any intercourse by hunuin

cffoits.

They were soon greeted by a number of Esquimaux, who

shouted and jumped with all their migiit. A crowd of them

met the parly who landed and manifested every demonstro-

tion of joy. When told that the English purposed to spend

the winter among them, they manifested tiio greatest satis-

faction. They made daily visits to the ships, bringing their

wives and children in great numbers on sledges. They ap-

peared gladly to assist in any duties which the people of the

ships were employed in ; as pidling the ropes, sawing the

ice, heaving the windlass, and other labour; always accom-

]>anying ih'ur olforts with tlie tone of voice which the crevr

used on such occasions, in the imitation of which they seemed

Id i)articularly pride themselves.

•Some of the Esquimaux with whom the ships' companies

nad s^jcnt the preceding winter at Winter Island also had

now arrived at Igloolik, and copying the manners of the En-

glish, sliook their friiuuls heartily by the hand, as express-

ing their pleasure at meeting them again. One of them,

who had obtained the name of John Bull, accosted almost

every individual of the ship's company, with a how do ye

do ; and desirous of manifesting his knowledge and familia-

rity with the uses of the machinery to his companions, he

instructed them in the various uses to which they were ap-

plied.

Being now fairly fixed in their second wmtcr-quarters,

they set about making such arrangements as experience had

taught them would add considerably to their comforts. In-

structed by the Esquimaux, Captain Parry caused a wall oi

snow twelve feet high to be thrown up round the Fury, at

the distance of twenty yards from her, forming a large square

like that of a fiirm-yard, by which the snow-drift was kept

out, and a good sheltered walk afforded against every wind
;

and by it was also preventedy in some measure, the abstrac-
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tioii of hcrtt from the sliij), wliich was toiind to he very con-

.siilemblc in high winds. 'I'he (hstancc hctwccn the tw(»

ships was too great to allow of the continuance of theafiiciil

cnleitainnicnts, which, in fact, hail, with other occu|iatiiins,

in a great degree lost their interest with their novelty; ilic

want of these, however, was amply compensated hy the al-

most daily visits of the Esquimaux, which afforded both to

oflicers and men a fund of constant variety and never-failing

nmnsemcnt, that no resources of their own could jiossilily

have furnished. The men, however were too well aware

of the advantages which they had derived from the schools,

not to bo desirous of their re-establishment ; this was accor-

dingly done, and they continued to be attended regularly for

the six succeeding months.

The Esquimaux who had fixed their winter-qiiartiMs on

the island of Igloolik were more numerous than thos(> or

Winter Island. The snow-houses were constructed on the

same principle ; some, however, were lined with skins, over

which was a covering of snow ; and some had passages to

them from ten to fifteen feet in length, and from fooi-

to five feet high, neatly constructed of largo flat slabs of

ice, cemented together by snow and water; others wiiv

entirely built of this material, of a circular or octangular

form.

The first week in November a number of Esquimaux ar

rived from the island of Amitioke, among wiiom were some

of their old acquaintance. Among others of their old friends

was a youth of the name of Tooloak, who was on the eve of

marriage with a very pretty young girl, of about the age ol

sixteen ; the youth himself being a year or two older. J'lie

ceremony of maniage appeared to consist in the intended

Imsband's taking away the girl by force, her parents however

quietly permitting it. It was understood that the parents'

Jiulhority and will in this respect was very great. The new

mairied conjile tlien ocoipy a separate dwelling and form a

new household establishment. Tooloak with his bride,
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afterwards i);ui.l ,i visit tu tlio sliips, and rccoivotl a number

of pv(!Sents.

One of tliostj people, who had Mvo wivjs, hi twoen wfioin

some dispute or altercation took place, Avith hia knife cut one

<rf tlieni several times acr{)ss the forehead, and the other

across the arm. To this scveie chastisement they hoth ap-

peared to submit without a murmur at his conduct ; and the

man did not altoj^ether approve of the symjiathy whieh tlic

English manifested on the occasion ; but seemed to act as

under the conviction that his conduct was most reasonable

and proper.

Captain Parry and Captain Lyon purchased each of them

a sledi,'-e and do^^s, which they often made use of during the

winter. The dogs soon became familiarized to their new

masters, and remained on board the ships. Tlie l:]sfpiimanx

could nt)t hear the idea of the dogs being killed, and would

net part with them until assured that they should be kept

alive.

On the 8th of Decond)or two of the dogs belonging to the

ships set off in pursuit of a wolf, Ijnt one of them (a terrier.)

was killed and eaten by the wolf. It was a matter of doubt

whether these dogs had not mistaken the wolf for the Es-

(juimaux dogs,

T'lie ('hvlstm;;s of this year was kept as a festival. An
additional allowance of jirovisions was issued, among which

M as a ])i(H'e of linf wliich had been killed on board the Nau-

tilus in the monlli of .Tune lS-21.

In the miinlhs if Di'cember and .January the Esquimaux

bad spread themselves widely around the space occuiiied by

• lie shii)s, in order as was supl)()^?d to have greater oppor-

tmiities of fishing. They departed from their habitations in

so (piict and jieacealjle a manner, that then removal had

sonii'times taken place for several dajs previous to tim peo-

pk> (m biiaid llie ships 1ia\ing any intimation of their having

lift the ncighbourhonil.

At this tinn' gieat mmibi r.'j of tlio f '.Mjuiniiiu.\ were labour-
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Inn ""<i*-'^' severe sickness. Several deaths took pliice in

consequence of their want of metUcal assistance, althoujih

ns soon as the knowledge of these circuiiistances came to

the ears of Captain Parry, every possible assistance was af-

forded them. They were taken on board the ships, and

part of the cabin screened off for their accommodation.

AVarm broth, and other food was given to thcni, and e\ cry

iffort used for their recovery and comfort.

One family was taken on board the Hcela. Captain Lyon
says, the mother, named Poo-too-alook, was about 35 years of

age, the child about three years, yet not weaned, and a fe-

male ; there was also another daughter Shcga, about twelve

i>r thirteen years of agC; wlio as well as her father was a most

attentive nurse. jNIy hopes were but small as far as con-

cerned the mother, but the child was so patient that I hoped

from its docility soon to accustom it tn soups and nourishing

food, as its only complaint was actual starvation. I screened

off a portion of my cabin, and arranged some bedding for

them, in the same manner as the Escpiimaux do their own-

\Varra broth, (hy bcduiug, and a comfortable cabin did wou-

deis before evening, and our medical men ga\e me great

hopes. As an introduction to a .system of cleanliness, and

prejiaratory to washing the siek, who weie in a most lilthy

state, I scrubbed Slu'ga and her father from head to font

and dressed tliem in new clothes. During the night T pcr-

suaded botb motlier and child, who were very restless and

constantly moaning, to take a few spoonfuls of soup. On

the moviiiiig of the '2-ltli the woman apju'ared considerably

imi)rove(l, and she both spoke ami ale a litile. As she was

covered with so thick a coating of dirt that it could be ta.Iuu

olV in seales, T <ibtaiiied her assent to wash her face and

bauds a little before noon. The man and bis daugliter uow

cami> to my table to look at some things I had laid out to

iiuuise tbiMU ; and after a few minutes Shega lifted ;'ie cur-

l:iin to look at her niolliLT, wiieu she ag.iii; let it fall ;vnd

lu :u!'ii.)'V t"ld u-3 '.he wua (1> m1.
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The hnsbaiid sighed heavily, the daughter burst into

tears, and the poor little infant made the moment move dis-

tressing by calling in a plaintive tone on its mother, by whose

side it was lying. I determined on burying the woman on

shore, and the husband was much pleased at my promising

that the body should be drawn on a sledge by men instead

of dogs. Takkcelikkceta, her husband, had told me thai

when he left the huts with his wife, a Jog was devouring

the body of another Esquimaux, as he jiassed it.

Takkeelikkeeta now prepared to dress the dead body, and

in the fust place stopped his nose with deer's hair and put

on his gloves, seeming unwilling that his naked hand should

come in contact with the corpse. I observed in this occupa-

tion his care that every article of dress should be as care-

fully placed as when his wife was living, and having dra\vn

the boots on the wrong legs, he pulled them off again and

put them properly; this ceremony finished, the deceased

was sewed up in a hammock, and at the husband's urgent

request her face was left uncovered. An officer who was

present at the time agreed with me in fancying that the man,

from his words and actions, intimated a wish that the living

child might be enclosed with its mother. We may have been

mistaken, but there is an equal probability that we were

right in our conjecture ; for according to Crantz and Egcdc

ihe Greeulanders were in the habit of burying their mother-

less infants from a persuasion that they must otherwise starve

to death, and also from being unable to bear the cries of the

lit lo ones while lingering for several days without suste-

nance ; for no woman will give them any share of their milk,

which they consider as the exclusive property of their own

olTspring. My dogs being carefully tied up at the man's

request, a party of our people accompanied by me drew the

body to the shore, where we made a grave about a foot deep,

being unable to get lower on account of tue frozen earth,

llio body was placed on its l)ack at the husband's request,

and he then bteppcd into the grave and cut all the btilehes
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of the hammock, although without throwing: it open, seem-

ing to imply that the dead should be left uncon fined. I laid

a woman's knife hy the side of the body and we filled up the

grave, over which wc also piled a quantity of heavy stones

which no animal could remove. When all was done and we

returned to the ship, the man lingered a few minutes be-

hind us and repeated two or three sentences, as if address-

ing himself to his departed wife : he then silently followed, !

We found Shcga quite composed and attending her little sis-

ter, between whose eye-brows she had made a spot with

soot, which I learned was because being unweancd it must

certainly die. During the night my little charge called on

its mother without intennission, yet the father slept as

soundly until morning as if nothing had happened.

All who saw my patient on the morning of the 25lh gave

me gi'cat hopes ; she could swallow easily and was even

strong enough to turn or sit upright without assistance, and

in the forenoon slept very soundly. At noon the sister of

the deceased, Ootooguak, with her husband and son, camo

to visit me. She had first gone to the Fury and was laugh-

ing on deck, and at her own request was taken below, not

caring to hurry herself to come to the hcusc of mourning.

Even when she came to the Hecla, she was in high spirits,

laughing and capering on deck as if nothing had happened,

but on ])oing shewn to my cabin, where Shcga having heard

of her arrival was sitting crying in readiness, she began with

her niece to howl most wofully, I however put a stop to

this ceremony, for such it certainly was, under the plea of

its disturbing th» child. The arrival of a pot of smoking

walrus-flesh soon brought smiles on all faces but that of

Takkcelikkoeta, who refused food and sat sighing deeply

the others ate, chatted, and laughed, as if nothing but eat-

ing was worth thinking of. Dinner being over, I received

thanks for burying the woman in such a way that neither

wolves, dogs, nor foxes could dig her np and eat her, foi

all were full of the story of Keimooscuk, and even begged



na parry's second voyage

some of our ofilccrs to go to Igloolik ami ulioot the offeutling

dogs. A young woman named Ablik, sister to Ooyarra,

was induced aftoi- much entreaty and a very large present

of heads, to oirer her breast to the siek ehild, hut the poor

little creature pushed it angrily away Another woman

was asked to do the same, but althougli her child was half

weaned she flatly refused.

Tlie aunt of my little one seeming anxious to rem, in,

and Sliega being now alone, I invited her to sto]» the night.

Tn the evening the child took meat and jelly and sat up to

hol|) itself, but it soon after resumed its melancholy cry for

its mother. At night my party had retired to sleep, yet I

heard loud sighing occasionally, and on lifdng the curtain

I saw Takkeelikkeeta standing and looking mournfully at

liis child. I endeavoured to compose him and he promised

to go to hod, but hearing him sighing in a few minutes, I

went and found the pool infant was dead, and that its fa-

ther had been some time aware of it. He now told me it

ball seen its mother the last time it called on her, and that

the had beckoned it to Khil-la, (Heaven) on which it in-

stantly died. He said it was "good" that the ehild was

gone, that no children out-lived their mothers, and that the

black spot which Shega had frequently renewed was quite

sufficient to ensure the death of the infant.

My party made a hearty breakfast on the 2Gth, and I ob-

served they did not scruple to lay the vessel containing the

mea*^^ on the dead child, which I had wrapped in a blanket

:

and this unnatural table excited neither disgust nor any other

feeling amongst them more than a block of wood could have

done. We now tied up all the dogs as Takkeelikkeeta de-

Bired, and took the child about a quarter of a mile eastern

of the ships to bury it in the snow ; for the father assured

we that her mother would cry in her gr'avc if any weight of

stones or earth pressed on Iicr infant. She herself, he

feared, had already felt pain from the monument of stones

which we had laid upon her. The snow in which we dug
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the child's grave was not above a foot deep, yet we were not

allowed to cut into the ice or even use any slabs of it in con

stnicting the little tomb. The body, wiapped in a blanket,

and having the face uncovered, being placed, the father put

the slings by which its deceased mother had carried it, on

the light side, and in compliance with the Esquimaux cus-

tom of burying toys and presents with their dead, I threw in

some beads. A few loose slabs of snow were now placed

so as to cover without touching the body, and with this very

slight sepulchre the father was contented, although a fox

could have dug through it in half a minute. We however

added more snow, and cemented all by pouring about twenty

buckets of water, which were brought from the ship, on

evevy part of the mound, I remarked that before our task

was forapleted the man turned and walked quietly to the

ships.

During the two last days, I obtained some information

with respect to mourning ceremonies, or at all events such

as related to the loss of a mother of a family ; three days

were to be passed by the survivors without their walking

out on the ice, performing any kind of work, or even having

any thing made for them. Washing is out of the question

with Esquimaux at most times, but now it was not allowed

to perform the necessary ablutions of their hands and faces,

however greasy or dirty they might be made by their

food, the girl's hair was not to be put in pigtails, and

every thing was neglected ; Takkeelikkeeta was not to go

sealing until the summer. Willi the exception of an oc-

casional sigh from the man, there were no signs of

grief; our mourners ate, drank, and were merry, and no

one would have supposed they ever had wife, mother, or

sister. When the three days, and it is singular that

such should be the time, were expired, the man was to

visit the grave ; and having talked with his wife, all duties

were to be considered as over. The 28th was our third day,

bvit a licavy northerly gale and the thick drift prevented our

( o
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visiting the grave. The 29th, although not fine, was more

moderate, and I accompanied hira at an early hour. Arriving

iit the grave, he anxiously walked up to it and carefully

Siiiigiit for fiiot-tracks on the snow, hut finding none, re-

peated to himself, " No wolves, no dogs, no foxes, thank

ye, thank ye." He now hogan a conversation which he di-

rected entirely to the grave, as if addressing his wife. He
called her twice hy name, and twice told her how the wind

was blowing, looking at the same time in the direction from

whence the drift was coming. He next broke forth into a

low monotonous chant, and keeping his eyes fixed on the

grave, walked slowly round it in the direction of the sun

four or five times, and at each circuit he stopped a few mo-

ments at the head. His song was, however, uninterrupted.

At the expiration of about eight minutes, he stopped, and

turning suddenly round to me, exclaimed Tugwa, (that's

enough) and began walking back to the ship. In the song he

chanted I could frequently distinguish the word Koyenna,

(thank you) and it was occasionally coupled with the Kab-

loonas. Two (jther expressions, both the names of the spirits

or familiars of the Annatko, Toolemak, were used a few

times ; but the whole of the other words were perfectly unin-

telligible to me.

I now sent Shfga and her fiither homo, well clothed and

in good case. Tlie week they had passed on board was

sufhcient time to have gained them the esteem of every one,

for thoy were the most quiet inoffensive beings I ever met

with, and to their credit they never once begged. Tlie man
Tvas remarkable fr)r iiis extraordinary fondness for treacle,

sngar, salt, acids, and spruce beer, which the others of tlie

tribe could not even smell without disgust ; and he walked

about to the different messes in hopes of being treated with

these delicacies. Shega was a timid well-behaved girl, and

generally remained eating in my cabin, for I am confident

of speakmg far within bounds when I say she got through

fight pounds of solids per diem. As *f as gratitude coiUd

,
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be shown by Esquimaux, which is saying ' koycmia' oc

receiving a present, my friends were sensible of the attentions

I had shown tliera.

Tlie English were informed that the corpse of Piccooyak,

who had died in tiie liospital, had been taken up by the dogs.

llie snow-covering being the second time put over the body,

a second disinterment was as easily effected a day or two after,

and another meal made byilhc hungry dogs. In relating this

story, at which every feeling of common humanity revolts,

the Esquimaux pretended to be very much enraged with the

dogs, and let some of the gentlemen know that they wished

the Kabloonas would shoot them. As it was not the

owners of the dogs who exprcsed this wish, and as a

knife was quite as effectual in killing a dog as a gun would

be, if applied with equal good will, they did not think

proper to inflict such a punishment, which, if due at all,

would more properly have fallen on those who made the

complaint. It is most certain indeed, that none but the im-

mediate relatives of the deceased cared a jot about the mat-

ter ; nor did the other individuals among them hesitate to

laugh as they heard or told the story. On some of our peo-

ple going out to the village, they found this Piccooyak's child

had died, owing probably to the misery and consequent in-

attention of its niolher Kaga, who now lived as before with

the inlirm and aged parents of her late husband.

From the morning of the 24th till midnight on the 26th

the mercury in the barometer was never below 30.3-2 inches,

and at noon on the latter day had reached 30.62 inches,

wliich was the highest they had observed it in the comse

of this voyage. This unusual indication of the barometer

was followed by hard gales on the 27th and 28th, first from

the S. W. and afterwards from the N. W. the mercury fal-

ling from 80.61 inches at eight P. M. on the 2Cth, to

30.25 about five A. M. on the 27th, or about 0.20 of an

nich in nine hours, before the breeze came on. At midnight

«n the 17th it reached 2D.30, and on the following night -iD-OS
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wnich was its minimum indication during the gale. These

i\\gh winds were accompanied by a rise in the thermometer

very unusual at this season of the year, the temperature

continuing above zero for several hours, and very near this

point of the scale for the whole two days.

The mean temperature of January proved indeed as re-

markable for being a high one, as that of the preceding

month had been in a contrary way, being only 17 •.07, or

more than ten degrees wanner than December. The first

fortnight in February bid fair to present a similar anomaly ;

the mild weather now experienced giving g^-eat hopes of a

winter rather favourable than otherwise, notwithsta^iding

the severity with which it had set in.

About this time they were much shocked to hear, by an ar-

rival from the distant huts, of the death of a young man
named Noogloo, the flower of the whole tribe. His com-

plaint, so far as they could learn, had been of some continu-

ance ; Toolemak, a native who considered him as his

adopted son, had been out to visit him two or three times,

and was much afflicted by his loss. There was something

peculiarly shocking in the havoc which death appeared now

to be making among the younger and more vigorous indi-

viduals of this tribe.

On passing some of the huts of the Esquimaux, Captain

Parry entered the one belonging to the parents of Kaga,

the widow of the Esquimaux so much esteemed by the

English. They were apparently in a most wretched state,

with scarcely any clothes, and Kaga lay moaning, cover d

with some dirty skins. On inquiring how she was, she said

she was not ill, but wretched, some of the natives having

robbed her of almost every thing she had, and which it was

understood was too commonly the practice towards the wi-

dow on the death of ihe husband. All the presents which

had been made to her and her husband from the ships were

gone, there appeared nothing to eat, and the snow melting,

tiiere was a continual drip
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Captain Lyon having been made acquainted with the si>

tuation of Kaga, sent to fetch her and lodged her in his ca.

bin, and every endeavour was used for her recovery. Per-

ceiving the wretched state in which widows are left, it sug-

gested itself to him to endeavour to promote a matrimonial

union between Kaga and Takkeelikkeeta ; the latter how-

ever appeared so greatly to lament the loss of his late wife

that no such intimation could be made unto him ; and fur-

ther experience showed Kaga to be void of those feelings

which could induce a disposition to render her any service.

In the mean time the place for the reception of the sick,

into which the Esquimaux also were admitted, began so to

swarm with lico as to render it necessary that the sick be-

longing to the ships' companies should be removed, or the Es-

quimaux no longer admitted into it. Captain Parry therefore

resolved to build a place expressly for the reception of the

Esquimaux. Having suggested this to the officers, ar-

rangements were made without delay to erect a separate

dwelling for the natives, and an house was quickly erected

for their accommodation. Mr. Edwards and Mr. Skeoch

arranged every thing necessary to be attended in the ma-

nagement of this infirmary, and Mr. Hooper provided a stock

of sea-horse meat for their support.

It appeared by a girdle worn by the mother of the young

man Toolooak, that ^they killed a great number of deer

Tliis girdle was adorned with twenty-nine ears of that ani-

mal, all which had been killed by him in the course of last

summer.

Although these people had not been discovered in many

acta of thieving, yet it occasionally occurred, and it was

manifest that their desire of posscsing many of the articles

which the ships' stores presented to their view, oftentimrs

became irresistible. An old woman whom they had known

ai Winter Island, having been suspected by Mr. Skeoch of

stealing a silver thimble out of his cabin, a few days previ-

ous, now brought the thimble back^ telling him that finding it
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too small for her finger, she had honestly hrougtit it hack

and rcqnested some |)resent in reiurn.

Party feeling and petty animosities appeared to influence

the Esquimaux as ijowerfully as tiiesc sensations are mani-

fested among Euro|)cans. 'J'he different families were as

envious and ill disposed towards eacl. other a» thougli ihey

were hostile nations, and envy of each others prosperity was

not disguised among them. Mr. Hooper having been to the

huts to piirehftse food for the sick Esquimaux in the hospital

was asked by one of the patients of whom he had obtained

it, and having named the person, the sick man declared he

would on that account partake of none of it. No reply was

made to this declaration, and after a few days the angry

patient received the food offered to him without making fur-

ther inquiry.

They had among them a number of peculiar customs.

A sick person was cautious not to see another sick person

unless it were a Kabloona or European. Any vessel or cup,

out of '^ieli a sick person drank, must be Jiscd by no other

person, so that in taking care of the sick Esquimaux by

the English, each individual had se|)aralo utensils. So

])articular was one of them, that he would not take the wator

which came from the great boiler, but a la?.!]) was oblig.-d

to be kept burning for his use. The powers of prejudice and

l!ic force of imagination cannot but be noticed in these cir-

cumstances, that a pi'ople so lilthy in their habits should ha\ o

such strong objections to matters of no manner of importanr-e,

as to be able to resist the strong and powerful claims of their

voracious appetites, which on all other occasions appc^art-d

to have the supreme ascendancy.

Under such repeated calls for the exercise of their lumiane

endeavours to alleviate the sufferings of these people, it may

readily be supposed that the medical gentlemen and officers

bail their time greatly occupied in their attendance on them.

Indeed their patient and persevering attention and endea-

»ours to !'^^ "viato the suffering:; of tlu'so people deserves th<*

H-onl
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hip^hpst commendation. Tlic seemingly want of gratitude

and tliankftilnoss, the dirty ond filthy state of their persoiw,

added to other circumstances of a repulsive character, re-

quired an effort of some force on the part of tliose atten(Hnf»

llieni, to enable them to persevere until their patients were

in a convalescent state.

About the middle of February meat began to be very

abundant in the village. Several sea-horses were killed, as

>vell as a number of bears. A youth who had accidcntly met

with a severe wound in his leg, and was taken into the bos-

pital to be cured, manifested the strength of bis appetite by

eating four, five, and even six pounds of solid meat as his

daily allowancct It may well be supposed that a people

taking such quantities of food, however abundantly sujiplied

on some occasions, would often be in a state of want, in a

country where their resources were drawn from the sea, oi*

from catching the wild animals which occasionally visited

llicin.

By way of proving what quantity of food these peojdo

would take, on one occasion a lad was treated with as full

a supply as he was disposed to eai during the day, the quan-

tity being measured out to him. Tiie following arc the par-

ticulars. fJi^. o~.

Sea-horse flesh frozen ,44
Ditto boiled ... 4 4

Bread and bread-dust . 1 12

10 4

The proportion of liquids was

Rich gravy-soup . H pint

Raw spirits . . 3 wine glasses

Water . . .17 pints

Strong grog . . 1 tumbler

In the secluded situation of the Esquimaux, in a climate

where the earth admits of no cultivation, or at least scarcely

any, uneducated and without the means of obtaining know-
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ledge, nil the lui]>piiiefia of these people appears to centre m
the iudulgenco of their gluttonous appetites ; and to such a

degree, that thej gratify this disposition although the pros-

pect in future days may be the waut of any food whatever.

In the course of the long stay which the sliips made amonj^

tlie Esquimaux, some idea was endeavoured to be con-

veyed to them of the population, climate, productions, and

civil government of the nations of Europe and ot Great

Britain in paiticular. But it was with great difficulty theii

minds were brought to conceive the various ranks and sta-

tions which differer t persons filled in civilized society : all

importance in their idea wf s to be measured by the riches

which each possessed. The ships they supposed to be the

respective property of Captain Parry and Captain Lyon,

and were consequently distinguished by the appellation ot

Lyon-oomi.ak and Parry-oomiak. Upon the same principle

thc^ supposed the boats to belong to other individuals of the

sliips ; and were full of astonishment when informed that

the ships and boats, and all they contained, belonged to one

person, who had also a great number of other oomiaks, both

larger and more valuable than these • that it was by his order

they now paid this visit to thcin.

One of these Esquimaux, named Ewcrat, who possessed

a much superior understanding to most of his countrymen.

Was shown a chart, and the distance and situation of Great

liritain, and many other countries, pointed out to liini, as

well as the space occupied by his own countrymen. He
was soon led to estimate their comparative size and distance,

and his astonishment was expressed by an emphatical hei-ya,

which is their word of astonishment and admiration. After

having pointed out these circumstances, he and his wife were

asked if they would be willing to leave their country and

friends and go with the English to their country. To tliis

they most readily assented, and expressed the liighest gra-

tification at the prospect of seeing those wonderful things

and places which had been presented to their attention

I
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As those who had heen sick recovered any measure of

health, they mauifcstc<l the greatest impatience to be again

mnging abroad in the open air j so that by too great ex-

ertions they sometimes brought on a relapse> and it was only

by agreeing to their wishes under certain conditions and re-

strictions, that they were in most instances manageable in

these circumstances.

About the middle of March, two families of the Esqui-

maux left Igloolik and moved to the soutliwardj where they

said the walrusses were more abundant, and before the end

of the mouth many more families took their final departure.

Tliese removals could not arise from a want of the opportu-

nity of procuring food, but is the consequence of habit, and

the disposition of all uncivilized people to roam about and

change their habitations.

The state of the weather was now such tliat the ships' crews

engaged in a variety of games on shore. Cricket, quoits,

and other sports occupied some hours every day, and both

officers and men found the cheering eflfects of being more

abroad,

On the 21st the wife of another of the Esquimaux died.

She had been brought to the hospital a few days preceding

in a >'ery weak state, and died without a struggle. As slie

was on the point of expiring, she took the hand of Mr. Skcoch

and pressed it to her lips us expressive of the gratitude she

felt for the attention he had paid to her during her sickness

Her husband also manifested much thankfulness for his at-

tention to her. A very short time before she died, tht

husband fetched two of his sons who were then on board tht

ships, to see their mother, and on her expiring they all

burst out into crying and lamentations for a few minutes,

and then left the spot apparently as cheerful as ever, Hei

hiisl)and now dressed her in her clothes, and she was scwec'

up in a hammock, leavnig her face uncovered. On the da)

foiiowinu' she was buried, the body benig placed on a sledge

and drawn by two men to t'.ie place o' interment When it

a e R
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was put into the grave, some staves wore placed acrof-fi to

prevent any weight resting upon it, and he then threw on

large slabs of snow. Having thus finished his duty, he per-

mitted the English to throw on it a quantity of stones and

earth.

The difference in the weather between day and night be-

gan to evidence itself in a small degree as eaily as the mid-

dle of March, but the return of the light of tin sun, and the

change from almost constant darkness to almost constant

day was that which the English beheld as the most cheer-

ing circumstivnce. Only a few weeks after the fust re-ap-

pearance of the sun, there was twilight during the whole of

the night.

In the first week in April, Captain Lyon paid a visit to a

village of the Esquimaux situated at a considerable distance

some miles to the westward of Tern Island. It consistcil

of a few huts comprehending about thirty persons. The

captain travelled on his sledge, drawn Ijy dogs. These peo-

ple had been very successful in catching young walrusscs

and seals, and two young men among them were in a state

of debility, which, from the inquiries he made, Captain Lyon

imputed to excessive eating.

Other jjuitics of the Esquimaux were settled in opposite

directions. J'lieir huts were built upon the ice near the land

and the open water to give them the opportunity of catch-

ing walrusses. In his return on his sledge to the ships,

Captain Lyon was obliged to trust himself entirely to the

dogs, a heavy snow having fallen, and it drifting with the

wind, they were not able to distinguish any objects at a dis-

tance.

The inonih of April being the reason when the seals ge-

nerally produce their young, the natives were continually

upon the watch to kill them. They caught the young ones

in abundance, after first killing the mother, by hookin;;;

them up with a staff. They usually produce two young',

forming a kind of cacrn under ihe ice The skius were

I
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brought to the ships for the purpose of baiter, and those of

llic young seal possessed the feel and texture of raw silk.

On the loth of this month died Mr. Alexander Elder,

Greenland mate of the Ilcula, of the dropsy. lie had been

twice before on the expeditions for the discovery of a North-

west pa-ssi ge, and had been promoted to his present situa-

tioD i. "on i'cncc of his iaithful and attentive services on

forna: ' . His death was much regretted both b^-

officers and Fcanicn. He was buried ner.r the observatory

with all proper decoiiun, and a heap of stones, with a head-

stone, was I'laced over his body.

About this tiuio large flocks of ducks visited this island,

l)ut the open water where they were ta be met with was too

far distant to enable the ]icople to shoot any of them.

It had long been in the contemplation of Captain I'arry

wliat would be the proper mode of pioceeding as soon as

tlic weather should liberate tlie shijjs from their winter sta-

tion. The stores on board the two ships he considered as

inadequate to the support of the crews, were they to remain

another winter frozen vp in this northern climate, and the

elibrt for further discr 'iiy vould probably be ineffectual ex-

cepting the attempt > '^'.-cvcred in so far as to render

sucli circumstances u' .' a' ,m)bable. He tlicreforn con«

siderci'i that it woultl be lu'iicablo for only one ship to

make the attempt, and that tlie I'ury should take as nnich

provisions ind stores as might be necessary out of the Hecla,

and Captain Lyon shoulil return with iier to England, liy

this means also he would have the o;ipoitunitv of stating to

tlr T. nds of the yVdmindty all their \r,\s{ efl'orts, and thereby

t'. " ,ht make any alterations in their i)urpose of sendmg

the vessel which w ;s to meet them in IJcerings Straits. On
all those matter^ i-- ,;n;8ulted with Captain Lyon, who coin-

cided in opinion \> .v 'dm

Having thus detCimined, Captain I'arry made known his

inten'ions to the ships' companies after divine service on the

SOth of Aj)ril ; and al the same time an invitation *»»
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(fiven to the seamen of the Hecla to enter on board tlio Futj,

as ho intended to increase the number of men on board liia

ship beyond the coinnlement originaily appointed. A re-

moval of provisions ai' 1 "'•'S also immediately commenced,

and an exchange was • ^vith the Hecla of the more

serviceable anchors, boats, i> cables. In about a fortnight

the removal of stores to tlie Hecla was completed, by means

of the Esquimaux dogs, who performed the whole service of

the removal, none of the crew being called on to convey the

stores from one ship to the other ; and it excited the astonish-

ment of the ships' companies to observe with what ease and

expedition the dogs performed this service. Some idea may

l)e formed of the value of the services of these anim.ils when

it is stated, that nine of them drew a body of stores weighing

sixteen hnndrnd and eleven pounds from the Hecla to the

Fury, being a distance of nearly half a mile, in ul>out nine

minutes. In this manner the dogs laboured for about eight

hours each day until the umoval was completed.

By the end of April the thawing of the snow of which the

Esquimaux huts were composed, rendered the abodes of

these people the most uncomfortable that can bo conceived,

the floor lieing constantly wet. They were necessitated also

to place skins over the openings which the melting of the

snow occasioned in their roofs. Several of the families also

now began to remove ; some to another part of the island

and others to some small island at a distance. The ships

now began to enjoy the comfort of opening the hatches every

day to admit the fresh air, a luxury they had not enjoyed for

the last six months.

The rapidity of the change of the temperature of the at-

mosphere could not but be noticed by every individual, and

the earth exhibited also the most evident tokens of the rapiil

approach of the summer. Instead of one unvaried white ap-

pearance, there were to be seen large dark patches of land

with multitudes of caterpillars.

To expedite the tha\ving of tho ice round the ships, and

w
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to open a passage to the sea, the sledges drawn by the dogs

were employed to cany sand from the shore. A distance of

great part of a mile was thus covered, and of the width of

more than twenty feet, that by this means the ice might be

more quickly dissolved.

At this i)€riod Captain Lyon went out on a shooting ex»

cursion to a point of land called Arlagnuk, accompanied by

some of the Esquimaux. He met with considerable success,

killing a great number of king-ducks, which the natives

collected in their canoes. Finding their success so gi'eat,

shooting parties were established in the neighbourhood hc«

companied by the small boats from the ships, as they found

the Esquimaux were in the practice of keeping back many

of the birds which were shot on these occasions. In a few

days this party brought to the ships a supply of one hundred

and twenty ducks as well as other game, and the whole was

dispersed among the ships' companies.

Captain Lyon at this time undertook a journey to the

sliores of the Polar Sea, with a view to obtain information

respecting those parts which the ships had been prevented

from approaching in consequence of the closeness of tlic

ice. It was intended by this means to form a judgment as

to the future movements of the Fury. Two persons were

to accompany Captain Lyon, and provisions for a month

were to be conveyed on a sledge. On the 7th of May the

captain quitted the ships, accompanied by Captain Parry,

who proposed travelling to a place named Quilliam Creek,

where they landed the next day. Here they pitched thcif

tents, and fixed their abode for the remaindei of the day,

some of the party being affect^J by snow blindness, and

others by an inflammation of the face occasioned by the heat

of the sun.

On the 9th Captain Lyon went forward on his journey,

and Captain Parry having been informed by one of the Es«

(juimaux that if they proceeded to the head of this Creek and

broke ihrough the ice, which was about five feet thick, thry
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oiipht catch abundance of salmon, proceeded to make th«

attempt. After several hours labour they obtained an open-

ing to the water, which nistantly rose to nearly the surface

of the ice ; and the lines were thrown into the place, in full

expectation of much success, but after several hours unsuc-

cessful waiting, no appearance of success presenting itself,

ihey set off on their return to the ships. In their journey

the party became so blinded by the; snow, that it was with

difficulty they could direct the sledge. On the 13th they

reached Arlagnuk, where they found the shooting parties

with a large supply of ducks.

Towards the end of this month they were visited by a few

Esquimaux whom they had never before seen. From them

they learnt that they had seen several Kabloona (Europeans)

ships employ? vi killing whales ; and from the description

of the rout it was supposed they came from some part of

the western coast of Baffin's Bay. They stated that two

sliips like the Fury had been driven on shore by the ice, and

the people escaped in their boats, a fact which has since

been confirmed by the account of the Dexterity of Leith and

the Aurora of Hull having been wrecked in the month of

August 1821, about the latitude of 72 degrees. It cannot

but be remarked that the Esquimaux nation appear widely

dispersed, and nc doubt are sometimes carried out to sea by

the breaking off of the field ice, which may account in some

measure for this circumstance. Tlie following is a fact of

very recent date.

Account of the remarkable preservation of two Esquimaur

helouging to the Chriitian Congregation at Hopedale, one

of the settlements ofthe Moravians on the Labrador coast,

who were carried out to sea on afield of Tee, andfor nine

dugs driven about at the mercy of the waves.

Peter, Titus, and Conrad, three Esquimaux, went to an

island in the open sea called Kikkcrtarsook, their usual

81)riiig place for catching seals. While on a large field of
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Ice watcning for their prey, and drawing near the edge,

they found cracks in the ice in several places. Suddenly

the part on which they stood was dislodged by the wind and
broke away from the land. Conrad turned his sledge into

& kind of raft by tying skins and seals' bladders to it, and
contrived to paddle to the firm ice, using a seal javelin as a
rudder. It was agreed that he should procure a kayak or

boat and come to their assistance ; to procure which ho

hastened with all possible speed, but when he returned to

the spot a south-west wind had carried tlieni so far into tljo

open sea that they could hardly be discerned, and to follow

them was impossible.

Conrad now i)roceeded to the families of the two unfortu-

nate men to make known unto them the alllicting circum-

stance ; and the distress which it gave them may pcrhajjs be

better imagined than described, when to their inexpressible

joy and satisfaction, on the ninth day after they had been

driven out, they arrived in a sledge. The account they

gave was, that the size and strength of the field of ice was
such as to afford them the means of building a snow-house

upon it, about six feet in height, in which they took shelter

during the night and when it rained. Tliey had cauglit

eight seals on the day of their oeparture, which alFdrdiMl

them nourishment, and they drank the blood. During five

days there was so thick a fog that they could not see which

way they were driven, but at length they saw land through

tl e fog, and coming among the drift ice they examined it

I enable them to judge of the possibility of escaping over

It. At this time the field ice on which tboy were sustained

a violent shock, and a large portion of it broke olT. Upon
this they left it, passing over the drift ice, and notwith«

standing the hazardous situation both of them got safely to

land.

On the 24th of June Captain Parry with Mr. Crozier and

two seamen, accompanied by Toolemak, one of the Esoui-

mauxj. and his wife, set out on a jouruey to the fishing placfi
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The whole party travelled on sledges drawn by dogs, and

went the distance .>f forty miles the first day. It was ad-

mirable to notice the laborious efforts of the dogs, who went

the whole distance without food, it being the custom of these

people to feed them only once a day, and that in the evening.

On the following day as the party were passing near to

some piles of stones, which manifestly had been collected

together for some purpose, Toolemak's wife suddenly fell on

her knees and began to C17 loudly and bitterly, in which

ahe was also joined by her husband, and they botli shod

abundance of tears. Tliis continued for a few minutes,

after which they resumed their usual spirits. On being

asked the cause of this ceremony, Toolcmak said that tiiis

place had been their residence in the sutnmei'j and the spot

on which his wife knelt had been where a son had formerly

slept, but who was since dead. This incident may serve to

shew the power of habit on the feelings, as their sorrow was

to all appearance sincere, and having thus given it express

sion, they resumed their former character.

The party proceeded to the head of the inlet, and then

walking two miles over land came to a river which thej

were told was to be their fishing place. Having pitched

their tents, they set forwards on the ice, and making holes

through it, which was several feet in thickness, let down

the lines. The fish-hooks of these people were composed of

an iron hook fixed into a piece of ivoryt This hook is co-

vered wit) a piece of blubber, which is tied on with a sinew.

The rod is made of a small piece of wood, or bones, with

which the line is kept constantly moving. All things being

prepared, Toolemak's wife went to the holes and pronounced

a few words, to which her husband added an expression or

two which had reference to his European companions. Tlieir

success however was very trifling, as they caught only one

fish after two days waiting. In consequence of this ill suc-

cess, they made a kiivl of fish-gig, and fixing it to the end

of a pole, and using b;iit to attract the fish, they soon
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e;m}^lit seveiiil s;ihuou ; and wLilc some were thus engaged,

ollicis of llie party killed a deer.

Tlie party continued to pursue the sports of liunting- and

fishing- untU the second diiy of July, when they n.-turneil

;

htit purposing to send Mr. Crozier with another i)arty tn

procure a further supply of fish a)ul deer, they left the tents

and other articles buried under stones. During their stay

at this place a considerable change had taken place in the

state of the ice, large pools of water having been formed

where there was no appearance of a thaw as they passed a

few days before. They reached the ships on the second of

July, and found Captain Lyon and his party were returned

after an unsuccessful effort to penetrate over land to the

westward. He made the following report of his journey.

" On the 9th separating from Captain Parry, we pio-

cecded in a S.S.E. direction over what apjieaved a lov(

!

plain, while on the right our view was boun I d Ly rnggi 1

mountains of granite. As we advanced the wcatlicr gradu-

ally thickened, and a heavy S.AV^. wind accompanied by

small snow and drift, hid the land from us, so that we couhl

strike into no direct course for the sledge. At noon there-

fore, having travelled three horns, we tented on the suov.-

to wait for better weather ; thenuonieter 40". Towards even-

ing the snow ceased, and at six in the afternoon, we again

moved forward over a plain so flat that I fancied it was a

lake, until by accidentally breaking through tlie deep crust

of snow which covered it, we saw moss and grass. At

thirty minutes after eight the weather thickened, but before

it did so we were enabled to observe that the low land ran for

several miles in a southerly direction. The granite moun-

tains at this part assumed a more rounded form, and were

entirely covered with snow. Having travelled in tlio course

of this day above eight hours, S.S.E., we tented for the

night on the snow. A heavy gale with thick snow and

drift continued to render us very uncomfortable at ilie tem-

perature of i.'5°.
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" This severe ucallier continued until five in the after-

noon on the lOtli, wlu-n the snow ceased, but tlio sky was

so cloudy, and the view so limited, that we remained com-

pletely in the dark as to our road. Determinin;,^ liowever In

attempt to make some westing, we ascended some hij,'li

and romuled hills in nearly a west din^ction. The recently

fallen snow was so deep that the dogs wore buried to ihci,

bellies, and even our snow-shoes were but of little assist

ance to us. A flock of seven ducks passed us flying to tli'

south-west. After two hours' extreme exertion we reached

the summit of the smooth hills, and thence was a chain of

mountains lying immediately across our path at about three

miles distant.

" Heavy snow and calm weather obliged us to tent on

the hill, which, on clearing away the snow for a sleepiiiL!:

place, we found to be covered with shingle limestone on a

bed of yellow marl. Thermometer, at ten in the eveniii'r,

20". Heavy snow all night ; and on the 11th it still con-

tinued to fall thickly until thirty minutes after three in tl;e

afternoon, when clearing a little, I determined on iit-

tcm]iting to pass through a small opening in the mountain-;

about W. S.W. of us. Tlie snow which had now fallen

with but little intermission for two days and nights was

so deep, that we proceeded very slowly and witli great la-

bour, and the mountains were as completely covered as in

the middle of winter. After two hours' toil in ascending a

steep hill we arrived on what we conceived was good table

land, when we suddenly found ourselves on the brink of a

precipice, and a chain of mountains extending from nortli

to S, E. On stopping the sledge it sunk so deep in a wreath

of snow that all our elForls to move it were in vain ; the

dogs were quite overcome, and we were quite at a stand.

We therefore unloaded it and threw away about one hun-

dred weight of such things as could be spared, after which

about half an hour's lal»"*>v extricated it. AVhen reloaded it

overset, and 1 was almost teir'ited to abandon it, for I saw

N.I

in
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how impossible it was for even an iniloaded man to climb

tbe snow-covered and steep mountanis west of its. I bow-

ever resolved at last on rcturainff to the low land, and by

tracking along tbc foot of tbe bills, look out for tbe first

opening to the westward. Seven hours' travelling over the

jilain brought us to tbe foot of a mountain which I had ol>-

scrved to bear about S.E., and here we tented.

" A heavy snow-gale confined us to the tent during the

12th and 13th, and a part of the lith ; a few minutes' sun at

noon on the 13th, (the first time wc had seen it since leaving

Captain Parry,) gave me an opportunity of obtaining tbe

meridian altitude ; and on the 14th by sights for the chrono-

meter, I obtained the longitude. Lat. 69' 15' G."Long. 1' U
30"W. ofHecla.

" At five in the afternoon on the 14th, wc proceeded in a

south-easterly direction along the foot of the rocky bills.

On the snow, which was very soft, we saw a bear's track, and

on a patch of shingle found several sea-shells. Five hours

travelling brought us to tbc end of the chain of hills, and

from this point we saw the ship with a glass about N.E.,

twenty miles. I had for sometime suspected that we had

taken the wrong route, as no Esquimaux could have passed

with a sledge over the mountains at whose feet wc bad been

travelling; I had however better hopes at this place by

seeing the hills become lower and trend to tbe south-west-

ward, which answered in a great measure with the Esqui.

niaux's description of the land they passed over. At tbe foot

of this point lay a narrow lake of about three miles in length,

and near it was a small but deep craggy ravine. On the

shingle ridges we saw several Esquimaux circles, and a

golden plover passed us on the wing. Travelling bcnca

about three miles southerly, we tented on tbe snow, the wind

being at N.W., and the night extremely cold.

" 'ITie morning of the 15tb was thick and cold, and tbe

N. W. wind was unabated. Soon after noon we proceeded

in a westerly direction, but without having a fixed rule to
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guide us. In this manner wc (ravelled for two hours, when

the weather clearing wc saw the hills turninjj to the south-

ward, to which direction we altered our course ; and having

gone forward for two hours more, tented on the snow for a

short time as two of the dogs were so fatigued as to l)e

scarcely able to walk. In fact the whole of thcni wero

much distressed, for they were not accustomed to land tra-

velling, r.nd the depth of the snow always caused the slcdgo

to hang as a (bad weight. At nine in the evening, having

rested, we proceeded and travelled until one in the morning

on the IGth, when we tented on some flat rocks on wliicli wc

procured abundance of water, which luxury we had hithei to

enjoyed but sparingly. We here saw some small plants ol

saxifrage in blossom.

" The morning of the 16th was mild and fine, but towards

noon wind and sleet came strong from the westward : as ouv

snow-shoes required repair and our feet were much blistered,

I toffk advantage of our being on a good dry rock to rofri'sli

ourselves and dogs. Wc saw a fox, two plovers, and se\o-

ral buntings. Deer tracks were numerous and recent, l)uf

the howling and fighting of our wild and restless dogs quite

drove the animals away from us.

" In the evening we advanced; and following the direction

of the mountains on our right, made a south-easterly coiu'se

over a large lake of about ten miles in length by one to four

in breadth, on the shores of which in some places the ice

Avas puslied up in high transparent humnwcks: we saw some

wolf tracks, and a few plovers, knots, and sandlings. One
deer passed at a distance. At this place there was not an

eminence in any direction which was without some ))iles of

st(nics placed by the Esquimaux hunters. Turning the

hills to the S. S.W. we passed over low but exceedingly

rocky ground, amongst which the snow was continually knee

deep, and the poor dogs were so erhausted that we were

obliged to slop on a little rock in a lake at the foot of the

mountains, 'flie whole day had been so cloudy aud thick

I lie
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tliat wc hiid iu< ulcii of what kind of country laj Leyonil us.

Tlio snow WHS literally anorcd by clocr-traclvs, and wc saw

three of these animals, but the dogs frightened theiu

from us.

" A fresh easterly wind was blowing on the 17th, which

was very cold. In order to obtain a view amongst the

mountains, I Walked out, acconipanitri by one of the men,

lot nine hours, and we got about eight miles south of the

tent to the top of the highest place we could find. From

hence v y about fifteen miles over other mountains

extendi] \ north to south-east, while on the left the

appearance of low land was unaltered. On our return, wo

killed a doe, of which I gave the better half as a refreshment

to the dogs. At half past two in the afternoon on the ISth

wc started south-east about eight miles over a lake to a low

jmint, at which we were obliged to tent for the night, in

consc(pience of a heavy snow-storm which i)revcnted our

seeing half a mile in any direction. While tenting, a large

l)uek walked slowly past us, and was killed ; of this animal

wc gave two thirds to the dogs.

" The night was bleak and tempestuous, and wc found

on the morning of the li)th that the snow had fallen some

inches in depth, and the whole country round us was co-

vered. Towards noon it ceased snowing, but the piercing

cold gale was unabated, and drift flew in clouds. Soon al-

ter two in the afternoon we quitted the point for anollu r,

which still bore about south-east, at which we arrived, after

passing over a very flat plain or lake for about seven miles.

The snow was here firmer than we had found it of late, and

the movmtains formed a bight of about four miles in d(!i)tli

on our right. From this point a distant part of the range

bore south, and promised to turn to the westward, as we

could see nothing beyond it ; we in consequence proceeded

briskly for it, and had travelled (.ix miles, or half way,

when we saw it take a sweep to very distant hills, soulii-

caut. All my hopes of making westing now ceased, and I
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v.as aware that nothing conld he done ni this direction)

which certainly was n(>t the route crossed 1)y the natives

in their passage to the Western Sea. I therefore struck

from off the plain to the foot of the high land ahout three

miles on our right, where we tented, and I determined

on waiting till the gale shoidd moderate, when I could

retrace my steps to Quilliam Creek, and from thence pro.

ceed, if the season would permit, in some other direc-

tion.

" The north-east gale continued during the fore part of

the day. yet I should have set out but for the severe pain

it caused our faces, and its influence on our snow'shoes,

which it sometimes turned quite aside and almost tripped ms

up Four large white birds, with ldaclv-tipj)ed wings,

passed at some distance. In the afternoon we started, and

tra>-elling eight hours over the snow, whiclr was somewhat

hardened by the gale, reached the little rocky isl-^ ou *vhich

we had passed the 17th.

" Tlic wind was unabated on the Qlst: at three in the af-

ternoon we started, but were soon detained by one of the

dogs slipping his ha'ntss and giving chase to a couple of

deer, whioli ];c pursued witl; great spirit to the hills, where

he soon disappeared, vegardlcs of all our eri(;s to sto)) hint.

At the e;:piration of a couple jf hours, and whcM wo had ad-

vaticed two or three miles, g ving him up for los*,, we saw

him tra^ king lur footsteps, and lie soon cime up much fa-

tig leil. We travelled nine hours on this day, yet very slowly,

for i had s|)raincd my foot amongst the rocks some days be-

fore, and it had now become very toublesome. Soon after

midnight we arrived and tented at the place where we slept

on the Jfith ; deer were abundant, and a buck was shot near

the tent. We this day saw foiu" brent-geese and several

flocks of ducks.

" As my leg was swollen and painful, I determined <m rest-

ing for the day, which was warm but gloomy, the thaw pro-

ceeding very rapidly. With the exception of saxifrage, t
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oljservcd no plant in bloom, but the grasses iind mosses were

luxuvianl, and promised abundant provision to the vast

quantities of deer which we continually saw. In fiiet, such

was their number, that had we been employed as a shooting,

instead of ^. travelling party, wc might have procured enongl

to supply both ships constantly, were they not too distant for

the conveyance oJ the venison.

" The -.'Srd was fine and very waim, which softened thf

snow so much that the snow-shoes sunk several inches a.

every step. Starting at five in the evening, w^ travelled i'oi

nine hours over a still deeply-covered plain, in order to reach

the point whence we had seen the ships ; we lieie found the

valley quite flooded, and thr ravine beginning to run. \\ hile

we were tenting, wc saw a lox prowling on a hill- side, and

heard him for some hours after, in different places, imitating

the cry of a brent-goose. The night was cold, and we filt

it very sensibly after the most sultry day I ever remember

t(j have seen in this country ; our faces and iiaiids smuitcd

most sevtiely and were much swollen by tl.c scorching of

the sun. ihe '24tli was also a very hot day, and I found

tlio country so universally flooded ihat I gav(; up al' idea

of itnicceding for Quilliani Creek, and determined luiiing

the night to make for the shii)s. When the evening cooled

we proceeded over the plain, and wading, rather than walk-

ing, through deep snow and water for eight hours, arrived at

four in the moniing on the 'i.jth at the sea-side, al)out eight

miles to the south-west of the shijis. Here we gladly tented

and rested ; Dunn killed a brown and ash coloured crane who

jiitchcd near us.

" Starting at four in the morning, on the 20th, we waded

for eight hours to the ships, and when amongst the hum-

mocks, about a mile from the Hecla, were so comj)lelely

buiied in the wet snow, that we were obliged to make a signal

for assistance, as we were too much fatigued to clear llie

sledge. A party was sent, and with their hel^) we arrived ou

board at noon.



l.?(l I'AURV S SKCitNO VOY.U'.i:

" We had now ohtainecl suiricicnt proof that no pass»{?e

was practicable in a southerly iliroction to the sea, anil luni

also learned by experience the extreme diifieiilty of carrying'

a sledge over land, even to so fine a team of dogs as mnie.

That some other way might he found to obtain a view of the

Western Sea, I was yet in hopes ; but it was not possible to

pass over land at this time, from the state in which the

thawing had left the snow. A more advanced period of tlie

season might perhaps be more favourable ; but even a walk-

ing party, laden with tent and provisions, would make hut

little progress ov(!r the mountains."

In the beginning of July tlie ice appeared to be rapidly

dissolving. The s])ace which had been covered with sand,

and which had obtained from the crew the name of the canal,

was covered witli water to the depth of eighteen inclies, and

there was every reason to expect a speedy breaking up of

the ice in that direction, r' a liberation of the ships. There

was iiowevcr a distance o> b( raral miles beyond this canal

which was still entirely finzen, but which it was hoped and

expected would be so dispersed by tlie end of the month as to

alford a jiassage for the ships into the open water.

The success of the shooting jiarties at this time was very

considerable, u])wards of two hundred ducks having been

killed in the course of one week

A considerable party of Esfpiimaux, whom they had never

before seen, paid the ships a visit at this time. They came

from C'ockburn Island and from places to the westward of

Igloolik. The distance they stated to be from six to eight

days journey. These people confirmed the statement of

former I'lsquimanx as to the two ships which had been

wrecked, and one man was afterwards met with who had

sonic of the boards belonging to the wrecked vessels.

As this circumstance excited a strong feeling among the

ships crews, Lieutenant Iloppner offered to accomjiany a

party of the natives w'^o were about taking a journey north-

ward, with a view to obtain iiiore satisfactory information

^̂
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as to the wrecked ships, and also to obtain a more correcl

knowledge of the shores of Cockburn Island. As the at-

tempt was likely to produce some interesting information,

Captain Parry acceded to his offer, and appointed three of

the ship's crew to accompany him, and fonr of the best dogs

were to convey the baggage.

On the fourth of July Lieutenant Hoppner, having heard

that a party of the Esquimaux intended to set out on the

following morning, went with his people who were appointed

to accompany him, to their village, that they might be in rea-

diness to go with them ; and accordingly the next day he

proceeded in company with almost the whole of the natives,

as not more than two or three visited the ships after this

time. The following is his narrative of the journey.

" We left the ship at fifteen minutes past eleven in the

evening on the 4th, and arrived at the Esquimaux tents about

five in the morning. The Esquimaux were all asleep, but

being disturbed by the noise of our arrival, they flocked

round us to know the cause of so early a visit. Our inten-

tion of accompanying them seemed to afford great amuse-

ment, and many jokes were passed apparently at our expense.

Having rested about two hours, we were disturbed by the

whispers and stifled laugh of the women and childnui ; niid

on going out found the tents all struck, the men already

gone, and every appearance of the paity, with whom we in-

tended to travel, having fairly given us the slip. Tliis unex-

pected departure somewhat embarrassed us ; but we imme-

diately prepared to follow them, and were relieved from our

anxiety by finding they were still at tho edge of the ice. Per-

ceiving we were really in earnest, and that our dcgs, ofwhich

they had only a few wretched animals, were likely to be of

use to them, Erichiuk suffered us to place the loads upon

his sledge. We left Kciyuk-tanuke at thirty minutes past

nine, in company with four other sledges ; and after clear-

ing the grounded hummo'^ks, travelled at a good pace in a

north-easterly direction. When we gfot about (five miles

e6 T
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from Igloolik, the water became knee deep on the ice, which

rendered walking extremely latimiing. Tlic men and several

of the women dispersed themselves in all direclions in pur-

suit of seals; whilst the sledges wore loft entirely to the

management of the females, who remained by them. Our as-

sistance soon became necessary, and before the end of the day

we quite gained their favour. It was at first the intention

of the men to go to Tern Island to collect eggs, but about

seven in the evening the weather assuming a threatening ap-

pearance, they determined to oncani]) on the ice. The num-

ber of stoppages, and the winding course which we made to

pick up the seals left by tlie hunt(>vs, rendered the day's

journey extremely fatiguing and unpleasant, particularly as

we suffered a good deal from eold. After travelling about

twenty miles, we at length halted at thirty minutes past

seven in the evening. As we had nothing but our blanket-

bags to place between us and the ice, Erichink kindly fur-

nished us with staves procured from the ships, with which

we floored the tent, and passed the night much more com-

fortably than we had anticipated. The encampment was

formed on a small dry ridge of ice, almost the only spot Ireo

from water that we had seen during the afterncin. In con-

sequence of their success, the Esquimaux jiassc'l the evening

feasting on raw flesh ; only one or two taking llie trouble to

light their lamps.

" The weather being fine on the Oth, we broke up the

encampment at thirty minutes past seven in the morning, and

travelled about fifteen miles in a N. N.E. direction. The

hunters of both sexes again dispersed themselves, many seals

were killed merely for their skins, and the carcases left on

the ice, after being deprived of the entrails, of whinh the

Esquimaux seemed particularly fond. At seven in the

afternoon we landed on the north shore, and pitched our teni

on a rocky point in the midst of the Esquimaux enemip-

ment. The women brought us some roots of the potcntUla

pulchella, which they had pulled whilst coHociine: dwarf-

tide
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willow for their fires, and which had u pleasant flavour, re-

sembling liquorice, but not so sweet. Tliey seemed fond of

it, and had brought in a considerable quantity, which they

ate without cleansing from the soil. Nearly all the women

h'ad large kettles full of seal's flesh boiling outside of the tents;

when it was ready the master of Cue tent announced it by

three loud shouts, to collect the rest of the men to partake of

it. Ihoy had scarcely finished one before an >ther was ready,

to which they were again sunnnoned ; and in this manner

ihcy kept up the feast until a late hour.

" On the 7th the weather was gloomy with light rain oc-

casionally. Tiic Esquimaux remained at home all day, most

of them being laid up with snow blindness. No intelligence

could be gained relative to their future movements ; the

women, who are always the most communicative, seemed

to know nothing; and the men were either heedless of our

inquiries, or very unsatisfactory in their answer. The land

gradually rose beliind our tents to hills of considerable height,

well clothed witli herbage, and seeming likely to afi'ord

game ; but after a long walk we saw only a few deer- tracks,

two grouse, and some ducks, all so wild that it was impos-

sible to get near them. From the top of a hill about three

miles N. E.b 11, from the tents, we saw a wide expanse of

ice, bounded by high land to the northward, apparently about

the same distance as Neerlo-naktowas from us. Its eastern

point, which seemed low, bore E. N.E., and was nearly in a

line witli the nortli point of the oasternniost of the Calthorpe

Islands. Our view to the westward was bounded beyond

N.W. by the land we stood on, which however did not ap-

jieav to ii|iproa(]i tiiat seen to the northward. A strait, about

three miles in breadth, and of the same length, separated

the lanil we were on from the Calthorpe Islands. This

channel was dear of ice, appeared deep, and had a strong

tide or current setting tlirough it to the southward. I cn-

deavoarod to learn from the Escpiimaux whether the land

joined to the westward and formed a bay, but was unsuc-
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ccssful in my inquiries. This inlet was named after Captain

Sir Murray Maxwell, of the Royal Navy. In the evening we
visited the tent of the old man from Toonooiiek. He was an

Angetkok or jugler, and seemed fond of exhibiting his skill.

He sat with his arms drawn out of the sleeves of his jacket,

and apparently folded over his breast, but in reality cm-

ployed his fingers tapping upon the skins he sat < i). J'iiis

noise I was told was made by his Tornga, or spirit, and a

great many questions were put to him by the bystanders

;

these were answered by tapping in a particular manner, and

the sounds were then interpreted by the craft of the oM
Angetkok.

" On the 8th nearly all the men went out sealing, accom-

panied by some of the women regularly equii)j)od for the

hunt. Our people returned in the evening with the carcass

of a deer; they had been ten or twelve miles to the west-

ward, in which direction they said the land improved in ve-

getation ; but the few living creatures which they saw were

as wild as those in the vicinity of the tents.

" The weather being very inclement on the 9t!i, confined

every body within the tents. In the afternoon there was a

dance at the Angetkok's, where nearly the whole party was

assembled. The old man opened the ball by a performance

which seemed a medley of conjining and dancing ; several

other men stood up after him, and last of all his son : when

he had finished, mi:st of the company retired, upon which lie

rushed into the tent, and seizing his youngest wife by the

hair brat her severely. She seemed at first inclined to resist,

and took up a tin-pot, as if intending to throw it at him ; he

immediately kicked her out of the tent, and struck her se-

veral heavy blows with a walrus tusk. His other wife, fear-

ing what was to follow, had placed her child in her hood,

as if to ]irotect herself from the wrath of her husband. Hav-

ing satisfied his vengeance on the young one, he rushed m
nprain, and snatching the child away, beat the other pooi

woman in a most barbarous manner over the bead with some
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heavy weapon which he had siiiuohed up on his entrance.

She never spoke, and although streaming with blood,

scarcely attempted to defend herself from his fury. Having

continued to use her thus for some minutes, one of the mim
present held his hand, upon which he quietly seated himself

and remained sulky the rest of the evening. The woman
retired soon after with her child some distance from the tent,

where I found her giving vent to her feelings by the most

j(iercing cries. Two or three women stood round her, who,

having satislled their curiosity, left her without shewing the

slightest symptom of pity. The only cause we could dis-

cover for this brutal transaction was, because they had not

sung when their husband was dancing. He took no notice

of it at the time ; l)ut appears to have meditated revenge

wliilst seemingly wrapt up in his amusement. In the even-

ing we found a small party assembled in the same tort, to

hear the different spirits whom the Angetkok was f-oing to

send into their presence. He came in soon after, and taking

his station behind the screen, descended after previously

putting a few questions to the bystanders. The performance

differed very little from Toolemak's. Ten torngas rose in

succession, some of whom did not confine themselves to

speaking alone, but scratched and thumped against the

skin behind the person addressed. The Angetkok's wife sung

(luring the ceremony, but appeared to take little interest in

it, and when her duties permitted, directed all her attention

to US.

" The weather was dull on the 10th, with occasional fogs.

About ten in the morning there appeared a general move

amongst our Esquimaux friends. On inquiry it appeared

tliat four families were going to the eastward, whilst the p/^rty

to which we were attached intended to remain another daj

and then continue their journey towards Toonoonee-roochiuk.

Having gone out with our guns, the Esquimaux men of our

party tool< advantage of our absence and set off for Tern Is-

land to collect eggs; carefully concealing their intentions
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from us lest we should propose to accompany them. It was

not until they were nearly out of sight that they told the

man, who remained to look after our tenl, where they were

f^oinp, the idea of having deceived us seeming to afford them

much amusement.

" The early part of the 1 1 th was hazy ; towards noon it

cleared away and hecame fine. Wc had felt rather cold dur-

ing: tlic nifi^ht, which was the first we had found at all un-

comfortahlc. Our men went away to the westward in pur-

suit of deer ; hefore they loft the tent they informed me, that

the women had mentioned their intention of continuing their

journey next <liiy towards a station where they procure fish.

I made inquiries, Imt could hoar nothing ; and as it ap-

peared from their j)revi()iis conduct that they were unwilling

to acquaint me with their designs, I directed the men to ga-

ther all the information they could. It was now become evi-

dent that they did not intend going direct to Toonoonee-

roochiuk ; hut as I conceived a longer stay with them might

furnish something interesting, I determined on it ; more es-

]iecially as the distance to Igloolik was greater than we coidd

conveniently travel without diminishing our loads. The

Esquimaux returned in the evening with a few seals, some

ducks, and a great many eggs. Tliey had emptied the

latter out of their shells into walrus bladders, containing eadi

l)ctween two and three gallons. They gave us two ducks and

half a dozen eggs, an act of generosity of which they seemed

lo think liighly, but with which we were by no means satis-

fied, after being disappointed of a trip to the island, where we

might have collected some for ourselves.

" We remained stationary on the 12th, the Esquimaux

stating that their dogs were too lame to travel. Tiiey bu-

ried most of their tin pots and iron hoops, wliich looked as

if they intended retuniing soon. One of the women excited

our attention by the ingenuity she displayed in mending a

fin kettle which she had procured from the ships, and which

had become tmsoldercd. She paid little attention to our in-
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&»nictions, and atlenjfthcomjileted the task, in horownway,

b^ suspeudiiig the kettle over the flame of the lamp, and

(hopping pieces ol' solder obtained from the rim of a meat

canister, which when melted she spread with a spike-nail

over the joint. In the evening we were diverted by Koo-
eetseearioc, who went through the whole ceremony of raising

Tornga. My men pnt np a screen, Ijehind which he went

alter some persuasion, and performed the whole of his part

with great skill, particnlarly the diving scene, where he ma-
naged hvj voice so well that it really appeared to come some

pistancc from under ground. It would seem from this that

tlie art is not dillicult, and that, from the ridicule with which

they seemed to treat it, they were not imposed on. The
old people alone seemed to pay respect to the Angetkoks,

while the young ones invariably treated their mysteries with

contempt.

" At half-past ten in the morning on the 13th, we quitted

this station, which by the mean of live meridian altitudes is

in lat. GO* 42' 29", and by the nrean of seven sets of observa-

tions for the chronometer, in long. 00" 4G' 22" E. of the ships'

winter station. The ice was so full of cracks and holes that

it was with difficulty the sledge could proceed, and it was

only enabled to stand the heavy shocks it received by the

looseness of its construction. Two large seals being seen on

the ice, the sledges stopped while two of the Esauimaux

went in pursuit of them. It was full two hours before they

got close to one of them, which they effected by crawling

feet foremost towai'ds the animal ; one man lying concealed

behind the other who, by scraping on the ice with his spear,

and moving his feet in imitation of a seal's-flipper, deceived

the animal until they got within six or seven yards of it. They

then remained stationary some time as if to accnstom the

seal to them ; when at length the nearest man, springing on

his feet, darted his spear, which however striking a bone did

not take effect. Notwithstanding the quickness of the move-

ment, the aniipul was half down the hole before the spear
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quitted the man's hand. At four o'clock, having advanced

about fourteen miles along shore to the westward, the party

stopped at a rocky point, where they signified their inten-

tion of remaining some days, A few miles to the westward

a low point ran out with several small islands off it. Beyond

,this point was an extensive opening, which the Esquimaux

represented to be a bay which they go up on their route to

Toonoonee-roochiuk. Dunn joined us about an liour ulter

our arrival, with the intelligence of having killed a deer five

or six. miles to the westward. By promising the Nerooka

a part of the doer, before mentioned by Captain Lyon

as considered a great delicacy by these people, a sledge

was easily procured, upon which my two men went, accom-

panied by one of the Esquimaux, to luring it in. Our

provision being nearly expended, 1 desired the men to

endeavour to bargain with their companion for his sledge

to carry us to Neerlonakto; whilst I also endeavoured to

liire one in the event of their failure. In the evening

Kricliiuk and some others hud a long conversation about

the ships going to Toonoonee-roochiuk, an event they

seemed very anxious to bring about. He persisted in say-

ing it was practicable for them to go by a western route;

and as he still continued positive after I had explained to

liim that we found the Strait blocked up by ice last summer,

I concluded that he alluded to some other opening which

the formation of the land precluded us from seeing at pre-

sent.

" The man who had promised us his sledge the preceding

evening, now refused it, because we did not immediately

comply with his demands for the deer's sinews. In conse-

quence of this I determined, if he persisted in his refusal

next morning, to construct a light sledge with our boarding,

pikes to cairy our baggage, which by this time was become

tolerably light.

" On the receipt of the sinews and some of the flesh how-

ever, he was again willing to lend his sledge the following
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day ; we therefore prepared to move iinmediutcly after

breakfast. The latitude of tliis station by one meridian

altitude was CD" 40* 12" N., the lonijididi', l)y iiu-mis of

two sets of sis^hts for tlie ciironometer, was 00" 31 42" east

of the ships. The Esquimaux seemed sorry to depart from

us, a feelini^ rendered reciprocal by the kindness which

they had uniformly shewn us. It is but justice to say that

I never experienced more attention in my life, and that

their whole conduct towards us seemed expressive of a

(grateful feeling for the advantages which they had derived

from their intercourse with tiiesliips. Our party was in-

creased to six by two of the natives joining us just as we

were starting. The ice was tolerably smooth and had but lit-

tle water on it, so that my men, who walked more than two-

thirds of the way, did it without fatigue, and at half an

hour past six in the evening we landed oa Neerlonaktoo.

Our companions, who had volunteered to carry us to the

ships, were anxious to proceed, but compassion for our

poor dogs would not suffer me to hear of it. Although

these people were kind and attentive to us, they did not

think it necessary to extend this feeling to our dogs, which

were become very lame, nor would they even sMj>|)iy us with

u piece of skin to make boots for them, vvitliuat denitinding

an exhorbitant price. Whilst on Neerlonaktoo we kiiw three

(leer and great numbers of geese and other water fowl, but

they were so shy that all our attempts to get near them were

iiietl'ectual.

<* Leaving the island at forty-five minutes past eleven, on

the l6th. we arrived on Igloolik at twenty minutes past

one. Having loaded our own dogs, the Ksquimaux left

theirs moored to a atone, where they wcie to remain with-

out food until their return ; and walking across tiie island

we reached the ships at four in tlie afternoon."

The ice continued daily, though slowly, to dissolve, and

there still was a distance of nearly livo miles from the ships

to the open sea. The hope of extricating the ships there*

P. V 7. CI
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fure depended on the probability of some of those cracki

taking place, whiub they had often witnessed, and which

made an iinmediute clearance of the ice. While waiting in

this expectation, on the 21st of July Captain Parry dis-

]mtched Lieutenant Hoppner once more to examine a bay

or river of Cockburn Island, which had not been explored.

He was accompanied by wo of the crew, and provided with

a sledge and dogs. On his return he made the followin<;

report of his journey.

" At a quarter past four we left the Hecla, and having

reached the head of the bay at half-past six, the party whu

were there in readiness carried the sledge across the isth-

mus; after which they returned to the ship. The fog was

now so thick that it was impossible to proceed towards Neer-

lunaktoo, we therefore kept along the land-ice of Igloolik,

when supposing ourselves nearly abreast of the former is-

land, we went on shore to wait for better weather.

" Thick foggy weather continued until four in the afternoon

on the 22nd, when, it becoming clearer, we recommenced

our Journey, passing between Neerlonaktoo and three small

whitish islands olF its south-west end, which at a distance

are easily mistaken for hummocks of dirty ice. The ioe

afterwards began to improve ; but we were obliged by se-

veral wide cracks extending from Neerlonaktoo to the

west land and the islands in Richards's Bay, to go some

distance round to (ind parts sufficiently narrow to cross.

At eleven in the evening we pitched our tent on the north-

east island in Richards's Bay ; the ice was so much broken

up all round it that it was with dilHculty we landed.

" On the 23rd it rained hard all night, with thick hazy wea-

ther, which did not clear away until noon the following day.

We immediately prepared to move ; but it was twenty- five

minutes past one in the afternoon before we got away, owing

to the time taken up in shoeing the dogs, which for two peo-

ple was a tedious operation. We stood directly over towards

the north land, (inditi{; the ice so bad for the first six or



TU rilU NOR I II |>OI,B. 147

tiay.

H«veii miles as to make it reasonable to expect that a very few

tlayfl would render it impassable. Towards the centre of the

strait it became very trooA, and continued so until we got

near tln' north shore, where we found it in much the same

state as on the opposite side. Several of the cracks ex-

tended from land tu land, and were so wide as to cause us

much perplexity in crossing them. At a quarter past nine

we landed on a low sandy beach, which forms the south-east

point of the opening we saw to the north-west, when on cur

former journey with the Esquimaux.

" On the 24th the w< Iher during the early part of the day

was tolerably tine, ''.it ir. the afternoon became foggy, with

iieavy showers of rain. The dogs being a good deal fagged,

1 determined to give them a day's rest, expecting we should

be able to ascertain the extent of the inlet on foot. Having

waited without success to get the meridian altitude, 1 walked

up the inlet, and crossing the two first points of land,

picked up a piece of fresh skin, which convinced uie that

our friends the Esquimaux had not much the start of us.

A high mount on the south-side, about twelve or fourteen

miles distant, becoming a very prominent object, 1 made

towards it, hoping from thence to see the termination of the

inlet, which here varied from one to three miles in breadth.

At live in the afternoon, finding the hill above-mentioned

still too distant for me to reach on foot, I landed on the

right-hand shore, from whence the opening appeared to ex-

tend at least a day's journey fur the sledge, continuing

about the same breadth and not appearing to terminate even

at the furthest point seen. After resting a short time, I

returned towards the tent, determining, if our people had

killed any thing which would furnish a supply of food for the

dogs, to run up with the sledge next day, and if possible

reach its termination. Having walked about five miles back,

I discovered ao Esquimaux tent on the north side, which

being pitched behind a point had escaped my notice on pass-

ing, and that which proved to belong to some of our old

V 2
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friends. As the vant of fo-d for the dogs had made me

fearful we should be obliifed to abandon our object before

its accoraplishmeiit, I immediaieiy bargained with them for

a supply, promising to visit them the next day. They had

a few pieces of very fine looking: fis'i dryinif on the rocks.

After stopping with them about ten minutes, 1 took my leave,

and, on reaching the point next above our tent, found (hat

the ri;st of the Esquimaux had arrived during mv absence.

" At twenty minutes past twelve on the 25th we struck

our tent and proceeded up the inlet, stopping a few minutes

at the first point, where we purchased some meat for the

dogs, and got the promise of a seal on our return. At three

in th(i afternoon we arrived at the tent of Erichiuk, from

whom we purchiiseii some more meat and a very fine sal-

mon. The EsquiinBux told us we might reach the head of

the inlet to-day; we therefore left one of our dogs which

was lame in Erichiuk's charge, and resumed our journey,

with the intention of lightening the sledge at the first con-

venient place. At four in the afternoon, having reached

two smdl is>v.'ts situated nearly in mid-channel, we b.uied

whatever we could spare, to ensure the accomplishment of

our object; and having slopped half an hour to refresh our-

selves, we set off at a quick pace. The weather was so

thick that it was but very rarely we got a glimpse of the

shores on each side of us ; vhen we did, they seemed rocky

and steep; but a short distance from the ben 'i tlie land ap-

peared well clothed with vegetation. As weadvanced the ice

became very thin and rotten, and gave indications of our

approach to its termination : at length, about half past nine,

we found ourselves within fifty yards of the water, and were

obliged to pick our way to the shore over a very rotten sur-

face. On landing sve were gratified by the sight of a noble

sheet of water, a mile and u haii in breadth and perfectly

fresh. The tide was out, but there was no current percepti-

bl.<^ in (he middle, nor did we notice any during the whole

time (if our •^tav- The FJstpiimaux had informed us of a
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large fall, but as we neither saw nor heard any thing of it,

it must be a good way higher up, our point uf view extend-

ing full fifteeu luiies, when it terminated in two bluif points,

between which tlie stream seemed to wind. To these points,

to all appearance, it continued about tiie same breadth, and

from the colour of the wuter it must be deep enougli for

ships of large burden. The land on each side was high,

and where we stood was more closely covered with vegeta-

tion than any spot we had ever seen in these regions. The

dwarf willow grew to a height and size almost entitling it to

be called a shrub, and Andromeda tetragona was in the

greatest abundance.

" On the 26th I sent one of my men to the top of a high

hill behind our tent, but his view from thence was not more

extensive than what we had already procured. After stop-

ping to get the meridional altitude, which gave the lat. 70*

00' 42^ N., the longitude, by chronometer, being 0" 3b' 48'

VV. of the ships, we set out on our return. As the ice was

broken up for two miles below us, we endeavoured to gel

on the solid floe by a narrow neck about one hundred yards

broad ; but having got half way, it proved so tliin and rot-

ten that 1 considered it better to return, than to run the

risk of crossing it. The dogs dragged the sledge along

shore until we came to the firm ice, performing their task

much better than we expected. We now returned down
the river, and, having picked up the tilings left on the is-

land, arrived at the Esquimaux tents at half-past eight.

They received us very kindly, assisting us to unload the

K;ledge and carry the things to the top of the hill. We pur-

chased of them some very fine salmon, which they caught

in a small rivulet emptying itself into a bay about a quarter

of a mile from the tents.

" The 87th proving a fine day, the men ull went oul

with their fishing- spears at high- water, but returned in a

short time, saying there were no hsh, from which it is pro-

bable that they only come here occasionally, resorting a
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other times to other places uf the same (tescription, with

which tlie river abounds. The latitude uf this station iti

70* 0* 13" N. ; longitude, by chronometer, 0" 5' iff W. o^

the ships. We left our friends about one in the afternoon
;

they continued civil to the last, although the temptation to

rob 11^ was too great to resist. This, however, they did in

a sly sort of way, removing things from where vre had

placed them, with the idea, perhaps, that we should not

miss them until we had taken our departure. On tasting

the water at this station, which is not more than seven or

eight miles from the mouth of the opening, it proved nearly

fresh. We kept close along tha north shore, passing over

very bad ice, with cracks extending across to the eastern

part of the strait. It appeared only to want a strong breeze

from the westward to drive it out, as it was quite detached

from the land. At nine in the evening we landed on a sinall

rocky island, the easternmost of a group about fifteen miles

from the spot where we left the Esquimaux on our former

journey. From this point 1 could see that the land was

connected ; as the only part which had been doubtful was

in a bay formed by the north-eastern point of the river, and

another about five miles westward from our present station,

where (the land being rather low) there was an appearance

of en opening; this day's journey, however, proved the

continuity of the coast. Our time being limited, I did not

think it worth while going any farther to the eastward ; tut

as the dogs would require a day's rest previously to carry*

ing us over to Igloolik, 1 determined to remain here until

the 29th for that ])urpose.

*' The weather was so thick, that it was not until past

ten on the 29th that we left the north land, and at seven

arrived on the west end of Neerlonaktoo, where we ato|)ped

for the night, our dogs being too much tired to proceed.

We found the ice in coming over far better than I expected.

It was however separated from both lands by wide cracks,

and did not average more than two feet in thickness as far
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aH I could judge; it appeared nearly in the same state an

last year at this season.

" Leaving Noerlonakton at half-past eleven on the 30th,

we reached Igloolik at two in the afternoon. The ice be-

tween the two islands was almost impassable for a sledge

in some places, but the pools were all frozen over, for the

first time, during the night. We found great dilliculty

in landing on Igloolik, the ice having broken up into de-

tached pieces along its shores. In getting the sledge across

from one end to the other, we were frequently near losing

it, the dogs having to swim across several of the spaces be-

tween the broken ])ieces of ice. Having crossed the isth>

mus, we got sight of the ships and arrived on board about

four in the afternoon."

They had now entered upon the month of August, yet

the ships were so completely surrounded with ice as to pre-

clude all approaches to the open water, excepting that

around the sliips to a small distance there was an open space

of water. Captain Parry therefore resolved, arduous as

was the attempt, to endeavour to saw a passage through

the ice to the sen, a distance of nearly five miles, and with

this view a tent was pitched for the ships' company to take

their meals in. On the third of the month, however, the

ice opened to within a mile of the ship, so that the sawing

might be proceeded on with a greater prospect of success,

and the following day near four hundred yards of ice were

out through. In effecting this the crew endured much fa-

tigue, and the ice often breaking several of the men fell

into the water. One of them very narrowly escaped drown-

ing, being at such a distance as that help could not be rea-

dily afforded him.

The prospect of being liberated from the ice l)eing proba-

ble, the parties wliicli had been appointed to fish and

obtain provisions were called in. The boats hud a narrow

escape one day in attacking a herd of walrusses, tha
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wounded ones attacking (hem with their tusks and stov«

*ne of the boats in several places.

The circumstance of the season being so far advanced as

to afTurd a very short space fur attempting further discove-

ries, induced Captain Parry to reconsider his purpose of

remaining another winter in these climates with the Fury

only. The state of liealth of several of the officers and

crew appeared also to have undergone a considerable

change ; and the eflect of a third winter might be of too

serious consequence to ad-.,-,it of his proceeding, without

first taking the opinion of the medical gentlemen as to its

probable eiTects. Impressed with these sentiments, he ad-

dressed a requisition to them desiring their opinion under

all the circumstances, and received from Mr. Edwards the

following reply, with which in substance that of Mr. Skeoch

coincided.

" During the last winter and subsequently, the aspect

of the people of the Fury in general, together with the

increased number and character of their complaints, strongly

indicated that the peculiarity of the climate and service was

slowly effecting a serious decay of their constitutional

powers. The recent appearance also of several cases of

incipient scurvy in the most favourulde month of the year,

and occurring after a more liberal and continued use of fresh

animal food tiian we can calculate upon procuring hereafter,

are confirmatory proofs of the progression of the evil.

" With a tolerable prospect of eventual success, other

circumstances remaining unchanged, I should yet expect

an increase of general debility, with a corresponding degree

of sickness, though at the same time confident of our re-

sources being equal to obviate serious consequences. But con-

sidering the matter in the other point of view, namely , as a sin-

gle ship, it assumes a much more important shape. It is not

necessary that i should dwell on the altered circumstances in

which the crew would tlii'n be placed, as they are such as you
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must long ago have foreseen anil weighed. I allude to the

increase of labour and exposure resulting from the separation

of the vessels, the privation of many sahit ry ocrupations,

mental and corporeal, iittending their union, and, 1 mny

add, at this late period of tiie season, the hopelessness of

the success of the ensuing navigation being such as to excite

feelings sufficiently lively to counteract those depressing

causes. It is impossible, in fict, to reflect on the subject

and not to apprehend a less favourable result than might be

expected under the preceding conditions."

On the 8th, the ice moved around the Fury, which mak-

ing sail, got into open water. The ice around the Hecla

however, though agitated at first, did not move out of the

bay, and she still remained beset. Captain Parry however

determined to occupy the time in an examination of the

strait which closed their o|)erations the preceding year. On
arriving at the pace, a most hopeless prospect presented

itself, as the ice was attached to the shores on each side^

and from the must- head they had a distinct and extensive

view of one solid piece of ice as far as the eye could see to

the westward up tiie strait.

Being fully satisfied of the impracticabiiiiy of a passage

this way, the Fury returned towards Igloolik to rejoin the

Ilecia, who on the 0th was diiven to sea, on the ice break-

ing, in the middle of a floe in the most perilous manner.

She was thus driven over shoals, in an unmanageable state,

but fortunately escaped without auy accident.

In addition to the report of the medical oflicers, Captaiu

Parry requested the opinion of Captain Lyon as to the pro-

priety of pursuing the attempt of further discovery, and

received the following reply.

"As I consider the health of your crew as of most ioa-

portancc in every point of view, I shall in the first place

state that, independently of the weighty opinions of your

medical officers, it has for some time been my opinion thai

the Fury's passing a third winter in this country would b*

P. V. 7. X
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extremely hazarduus. lam induced thus to express myself

from the great change I have ob^ierved in tlie constitution of

the uiTicers and men of the Hecla, and by the appearance of

some severe cases of scurvy since the summer has com-

menced ; I am also aware that the same scorbutic symptoms

have been noticed, and do still exist, in the Fury.

" Our long continuance on one particular diet, almost

total deprivation of fresh animal and vegetable food for

above two years, and the necessary and close confinement

for several months of each severe winter, are undoubtedly

the causes of the general alteration of constitution which

has for some time past been so evident. I therefore con-

ceive that a continued exposure to the same deprivations

and confinements, the solitude of a single ship, and the

monotony of a third winter to men whose health is preca-

rious, would in all probability be attended with very serious

consequences.

" Wlien at the commencement of the last winter 1 gave

it as my oi)inion, that the service would bebenefited by your

remainingout in the Fury, as you proposed, andstill attempt-

ing a further passage to the westward, I did not anticipate

so long a cuniinLiiu'iit in the ice as we liave unfortunately

experienced, and formed my opinion on the supposition,

and in the full expectation that we should be at liberty

about the first of July of this year, and that the general good

health which then prevailed would still continue. From

our being detained until the present time, however, 1 am

of opinion that the season in which it is possible to navigate

has now so far passed, that nothing material can be etFected

either by one or both ships. We know from the experience

of last year, that it is not before the end uf August or the

beginning of September that the ice breaks up in the Strait

of the Fury and Ilecla, and that it is not until that period

that you will be enabled to re exai.iiie its western entrance.

Even when you should have done so, and, as there is every

reaaoii to expect, found it still closed, y(>u would have
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barely sufficient time to return to Igloolii{ to pass another

winter. Again, should the sea prove open to the south-

eastward, and should you deem it expedient to attempt, hy

rounding the very extensive land m that direction, to find

some other passage to the westward, I conceive that the

extreme lateness of the season would not admit of your

making discoveries of any importance, or at all events of

such importance as to warrant your jjassing a third winter,

at the risk of the safety of your officers and crew.

" Having now stated my reasons for changing my former

opinion, I beg to advise that the Fury and Ilecla return to

England together, as soon as such arrangements rc>ipecting

the removal of stores and provisions as you may judge pro-

per to make shall be completed."

Considering himself not justifiable after this in continuing

longer in these seas, at the risk of the health and lives of

those committed to his charge, Captain Parry communica-

ted his intentions to the olFicers and ships companies. Ad-

ditions were made to the daily allowance of provisions, and

the. various antiscorbutics, wliich had been reserved for a

season of more expected emergency, were liberally issued.

The provisions and extra stores (hat bud been taken from

the llecia, with a view to her return to England alone,

were now replaced, and some o(her arrangements were made

as circumstances seemed to retpiire.

On the 11th a flag-staff, fifty-six feet in height, was

erected i.n the main land, agreeable to the instructions of

the Lords of the Admiralty, at the top of which a ball was

placed, foimed of iron hoops and canvass, and a cylinder

was buried at the foot of the staff, containing a statement

of the siiips having been here. Captain Lyon in the mean-

time was occu|)i»Ml in bringing off the boats, tents, and other

articles left on shore, which from tlie drifting of the ice he

did not accomplitf'i without some difficulty. Ultimately one

boat was left, which being very old was not considered

material, especially as the wood would be very serviceable

X 2
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to their friends the Esquimaux. In addition to this they

left their sledges and a quantity of wood, spears, paddles,

and other articles, strewed ahout at a considerable distance,

that they might become tlie property of ditferent individuals.

On tlie 12lh of August they took their final leave of lg>

loolik, and the following day made the three islands called

Ooglit, being a considerable run in an open sea. Here they

saw a great number of walrusses. On the 14th several Es-

quimaux who bad their abode in this neighbourhood paid

them a visit, among whom they noticed several of their old

acquaintances.

They continued to drift with the ice rather than to sail

for several succeeding days, and on the 31st arrived at their

old quarters off Winter Island. In this period they had

moved along the coast to the extent of one hundred and sixty

niiles, of which they had not sailed fifty, the remainder

having been eiTt-cted by drifting while beset with the ice.

As the natives of these inhospitable regions occupy so pro-

minent a place in the narrative, it may not be improper to

insert an account of the settlement of the Moravians on the

Labrador coast. Having established themselves in Green-

land, some of them were desirous of extending their settle-

ment, and accordingly Matthew Stach, the oldest resident,

in 1752 solicited the Hudson's Ray Company for permission

to visit the Indians belonging to the factories. His appli-

cation proving fruitless, some of the friends in London,

joined by several well-disposed merchants, fitted out a ves-

sel for a trading voyage on the coast of Labrador F(»«r

persons went out in her, together with Christian Erhard, a

Dutchman, who having been engaged in the whale fishery

in Disko Bay, had picked up some knowledge of the Green-

landic.

They set sail in May 1752, and in July cast anchor in a

large buy on the coast of Labrador, to which they gave the

name of Nisbet's Iluven, in honour of one of the owners of

the ship. Here they determined to fiv their residence, and
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erected tbeir bouse which they had taken with thent ready

IVamed. Erhard meanwhile jiroceeded with tlie ship Far-

ther to the north, for the purpose of trade. He found that

he couhi make himseit' tolerably well undorstond by the E8>

quiniiuix ; hut as tliiy were afraid to come on board on ac-

count of the guns, he suffered them to persuade him to land

in a hay between the islands in an unarmed boat with five of

the crew. None of them returned, and as the ship had not

another boat, no search could be made for them. The cap-

tain, having waited several days without being able to ga-

ther any information respecting their fate, sailed back to

Nisbet's Haven, and calling on board the settlers, repre-

sented to them, that after the loss of his boat and the beat

part of his men, he could not accomplish his voyage home

without their assistance. Under such circumstances they

could not refuse his request ; but they left the place with

regret, and consoled themselves with the thoughts of re-

turning in the following year. On their arrival in England

it was not deemed advisable to renew the attempt, until

intelligence should be received of the safety of Erhard and

his companions ; and as on the return of the ship, several

of their dead bodies were discovered, and the deserted house

was burnt to the ground, both the trade and the mission

were for that time abandoned.

In 17G4, Jens Haven, who had laboured for several years

as a missionary in Greenland, and bad recently returned

with Crantz to Germany, proposed to resume this enter-

prise. With this intention, he came to Eni^land, and was

introduced by the Brethren in London to Hugh Palliser, Esq.

(afterwards Sir Hugh Palliser^ the governor of Newfound-

land, who freely oflered him his support, and gave him the

necessary letters of recommendation. The governor him-

self arriving shortly after at his station, issued a proclama-

tion in his favour, which reflects no less credit on his own

Judgment than on the disinterested zeal of Jens Haven.

" Hitherto," he tiays, " the Esquimaux have been conti"
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dered in no ntiier light than as thieves and iiuirderpra ; but

as Mr. Haven has formed the luiidahle ])iun not only of unit*

in^ these people with the En[^li>jh nation, but of instructing

them in the Cliristian relii^ion, I require, hy virtue of the

power delpg:ited to me, that all men, whomsoever it may

concern, lend him ail the assistance in their power."

In May of the same year he arrived at St. John's ; but

he had to meet with many vexatious delays, before he i ohed

his destination, every ship with which he engaged refusing

to land for fear of tlie Esquimaux. He was at length set on

shore in Chateau Bay, nn the southern coast of Labrador;

here, however, he found no signs of population, except se-

vered scattered tumuli, with the arrows and implements of

the dead deposited near them. Embarking again, he finally

landed on the island of Quirpont or Quiveron, off the north-

east extremity of Newfoundland, where he had the first in-

terview with the natives.

•' The 4th September," he writes in his journal, " was

the happy day when I saw an Esquimaux arrive in the har-

bour. I ran to meet him, and addressed him in Greenlandic.

He was astonished to hear his own language from the mouth

of an European, and answered me in broken French. I

requested him to return and bring four of the chief of his tribe

with him, as I wished to speak with them. He accordingly

ran back with speed, shouting out, < Our friend is come.'

Meanwhile, I put on my Greenland dress, and met them on

the beach. I told them, I had long desired to see them,

and was glad to find them well. They replied, ' Thou art

indeed our countryman.' The joy at this meeting was great

on both sides. After the conversation had continued for

some time, they begged me to accompany them to an island

about an hour's row from the shore, adding, that there I

should find their wives and children, who would receive me
as a friend. The steers-man and another of the crew, landed

mo on ttie island, but immediately pushed oiT again to see

«til safe distance what would becoiie of me. I wms futr*
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rounded by (he natives, eiich of llieiii piisliin^ forward liis

family to aitract my notice. I warned them not to steal any

thing from our ])eo])le, and represented to them the danger

of it. They told me that the Europeans were also guilty of

thieving, to which I replied, (hat if they would only inform

me of the delinquent, he should be punislied.

" The next day, eighteen of them returned my visit, ac-

cording to |)roiiiise. 1 took tiiis o])j)(irtuni(y (o assure them

of the friendly disposition uflhe Bri(ish government towards

them, and promised that no injury slmuld be done to them,

if they conducted themselves peaceably ; I also oflered them

a written declaration to this effect from Governor Palliser

;

but they shrunk back, when I presented it to them, suppos-

ing it to be alive, nor could they by any means be persuaded

to accept ef this writing. They listened to all I said, with

the greatest attention.

" In their bartering concerns with the crew, they consti-

tuted me arbiter of their differences ; for, said they, you are

our friend. They begged me to come again the next year,

with some of my brethren, and were overjoyed when I pro*

miscd that 1 would. 1 told them also, that on my return, I

would speak to them of things which were of the greatest im-

portance to their happiness, and instruct them in the know-

ledge of God. One of them asked if God lived in the sun.

Another enquired, whether it would make him more pros-

perous in his affairs, if he believed in his Creator. I replied,

there was no doubt of it, if he attended to them with proper

diligence ; but the happiness of a future life, was infinitely

preferable to present prosperity, and tliis n)ight confidently

be expected by those who trusted in God while here, and

lived according to his will. When I was about to take leave

of these interesting people, the Angekok Segullia took me

into his tent, and embracing me, said, ' We are at present

rather timid, but when you come again, we will converse

together without suspicion.'
"

On the third day the Esquimaux left the harbour altoge-
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tlicr, and after a short stay at Quirpniu ll.wen returned to

Newfoundland. Sir II. PullUer and the B^ard of Trada

expressed their entire approbation of his proceedings. He
therefore made a second voyage in tlie ensuing year, accom-

paDie<l by Christian L^iurence Draohart, formerly one of the

Danish missionaries in Greeniaiitl, and twootliers. Having

arrived at Newfoundlund, they went on board his Majesty's

ship Niger, Captain Sir Thomas Adams, and landed July

17, in Cliateuu Bay, latitude 52°, on the south coast of

Labrador. Here the party separated; Haven and Schlbtaer

engaging with another vessel, to explore the coast north-

wards; they did not, however, accomplish any thing material

in this expedition, nor did they meet with a single Esqui-

maux the whole time. Drachart and John Hill remained

in Chateau Bay, and were fortunate enough to have the

company of several hundred Esquimaux, for upwards of a

month; during which period thi-y had daily opportunities of

intercourse.

As soon as Sir Thomas Adams had received intelligence

that they had pitched their tents at h place twenty miles dis-

tant, he sailed thither, to invite them, in the name of the

Governor, to Pitt's Harbour. On the approach of the

ship, the savages in the kayjaks hailed them with shouts of

Tout camerade, oui Hu ! and the crew returned the same

salutation. Mr. Drachart did not choose to join in the cry,

but told Sir Thomas that he would converse with the natives

in their own language. When the tumult had subsided, he

took one of them by the hand, and said, in Greenlandic, 'We
are friends.' The savage replied, ' We are also thy friends.'

Several of them were now admitted on board. A man in a

Tvhite woollen coat said that it had been given him by

Johannesingoak, (Jens Haven,) as a keep-sake, and en-

quired where he was. They invited Drachart to go on

shore, and the elders of the tribe, followed by the whole

horde, amounting to not less than three hundred persons,

eenducted him round the encampment from tent to tent, r«-
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peatedly exclaiminjr, " Foar notliiiig ; we are friends; we

understand ihy words. Wherefore art thou come ?" ' I

have words to you,' said he. On this tlipy led liim to a

f^reen plot, and seated tliemselves round him on tiie grass.

' I came' he began, * from the Knraler in the east, wiiere

1 had lately a tent, wife, children, and servants. On hear-

ing this, they cried out, ' These northern Karaler, are bad

people.' ' I come not from the norih,' returned he ;
* but

over the great sea, from the eastern Karaler, of whom you

have perhaps heard nothing, as it is a very long time since

they quitted this country. But they have heard of you, and

Johannesingoak and 1 have visited you, to tell you that

these Karaler are your friends, and believe on the Creator

of all things, who is our Saviour, and that they wish you to

know him too.' They were much perplexed by this speech,

which they made him repent over and over, until, at length,

an old man took upon him to explain its import. ' lie means

Silla,' said he, and made several circles round his head

with his hand, blowing at the same time with his mouth.

' Yes,' said Drachnrt, ' he is Silla Pingortitsirsok, the

Creator of the world. He has made the heaven, the air,

the earth, and man.' ' But where is he? enquired one
;

and, ' what is the meaning of the Saviour?' added a second.

Drachart using the same gesticulations which he had seen

the old man make, replied, < He is every where in Silla

;

but he once became a man, and abode many years on earth

to make men happy.' One of them now asked, if he was a

teacher ; and when he replied, that he had taught the Karaler

in the east, two ohl men, with long beards, came forwards,

and said that they were Angekoks. He took them by the

hand, and placing them before Sir Thumas, informed them

that he was the captain, and had been sent by a more pow-

erful captain to enter into a friendship tvith them.

Thus the conference concluded, and Sir Thomas hastened

back to Pitt*8 Harbour to make his report to the governor.

The peninsula of Labrador extends from latitude 52° 20*,

to latitude 62f. But though its northern extremity, Cant
P. V. 7. V
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Cliidley, lies under the same degree of latitude with Cape

Farewell, the soutliernir-ost point of Greenland, the rigour

of the cliinatc even exceeds, if possible, thut of the latter

country. This is no doubt owing to the vast tracts of land

covered with s^now and ice, or with immense forests, lakes,

and morasses which impart :i prodigious severity to the

north, west, and south windb that blow in Labrador ; while

on the other hand, their chilliness is mitigated, befo'/e they

reach Greenland, by the intervention of Davis's Strait.

It was with the utmost difHcully that they could be in-

duced to visit the harbour where the ships lay. To Mr.

Drachart's assurances of friendship, they replied, laughing,

" Ve.s, yes, we know that you will not kill us, for you are

a teacher ;" and gave him their hands in token of amity,

but when, after much persuasion, they had accompanied him

to the bay, (hey absolutely declined going on board the com-

modore's vesSL , and landed on the shore. Whenever Ibey

were admonished to .ibstain /rom doing any thing, their

first question was, " whether they should be killed for it ?"

They would suffer no one to examine their boats or uten-

sils, or to (ake any draujrht of thtm. When a shallop came

to their place of renilezvous, they would not allow the sailors

to come on shore with their arms ; they even endeavoured

to take the captain's gun, considering it as an infraction

of the peace agreed upon, to carry weapons. An Indian,

in attempting to cut away a tow from a wrecked ship, was

perceived by a sentinel, who presented his musket, and an

alarm was instantly given. The savages drew their knives,

and set themselves in a posture of defenc«. One of them

tore open his jacket, and bared his breast, daring the crew

to fire. Order was, however, soon restored, ard the bre-

thren led awcy the Indians to thei,' tents. Another time, a

cabin-boy purloined an arrow from i kayak. A woman be-

trayed the theft. A. concourse of natives instantly flocked

round him, snatchcit the dart from his hand, and were on the

point of sacrificing him to their rage. They were deceived

by the promise that they should have satisfaction and the cap.
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tain ordered tlie youth to be bound and flogged in their pre-

sence ; but scarcely had he received two lashes, when an

angekok interfered, pushed back the sailor .vho was entrusted

Avith the execution of the sentence, and unbound the culprit.

Every one admired this instance of natural and humane feel-

ing, thus unexpectedly developed in savages, whose hearts

were supposed to be as biirburous as their appearance wag

uncouth and forbidding.

The governor wished to prevent them from crossing oTej"

to Newfoundland, where, according to their own account,

they procured a certain kind of wood not to be found in their

country, of which they made their darts. But since they

interpreted this proliibilion as a breach of peac(v it was re-

scinded, on their promise to c> iiimit no depredation on the

fishing vessels they might meet with on the way ; to which

engagement they scrupulously adhered

Th( y evinced a frifdly disposition and welcomed

Haven vh his return, am. praised him for being true to his

promise. But though they showed no signs of a hostile in-

tention, they were inclined to take sever-vl troublesome free-

doms witii their visitors. Thus, in one of their tents, Mr.

Drachirt had his pockets turned inside out. They took every

thing they contained, and his hut into the bargain ; how-

ever, on his appealing to the seniors of the horde, they

obliged the pluuderers to retund their booty, even to a knife

which thoy begged as a keep-sake. The i.ext (iu>e the

rogues picked his pocket, they thought proper to do it se-

cretly. But no sooner did the old men perceive that he had

missed something, than they assembled all the y(Ming sa-

vages in the house, and ordered the article in que^stion to

be restorci'i. The thief immediately stepped forwards, with-

out the least marks of shame or fear: "There," said he,

*' are your hings
;
you perhaps need them yourself."

In their f equent journies back wafd and forward, between

the stationot the ships and the Esquimaux, (lie missiunariea

had to contend with formidable obstacle!), uaving frequently

\ 2
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to spend several nights together sleepless, without a mor-

sel of food, and exposed, under the open air, to the rain

and wind. One dreadful night is thus described in their

journal.

" September 12. In the evening a violent storm, with

rain, arose. A shallop was driven to the shore, and imi

a- ground on the rocks. By the offer of an ample reward,

wejjersuaded the savages to lend us theirassistante in hriiig-

ing it oft". Eight of them put on tlitir sea-dress, wadtil

into the water up to the arm-pits, and ti iled at it upwards

of an hour, without being able to set it afloat. Our siiip,

meanwhile, wore away from (he shore, and left us alone

with the naiives. John .Hill and the ship's surgeon en-

gaged to follow the vessel in a small boat, and make some

arrangements with the captain for their safety ; but their

boat was dashed against the ship's side by the waves, with

BO violent a concussion, that it ove.-set. Fortunately they

caught hold of a rope which hung over the side of the ves-

sel, to which they clung, until those on board could draw

them up. Drachart and Haven now betook themselves to

the stranded shallop, but they were destitute of provisions,

and die rain fell in torrents. The Escpiimaux came aiu' re-

presented to us, that the boat could not possibly float be-

fore the tide returned in the morning, and invited us to

lodge for the night in their tents. We judged this to be (ho

most eligible plan we could adopt in our present situation.

Immediately, (he angekok Segullia plunged into the water,

and carried us on his back to the beach, lie then led us to

his tent, guve us dry ciulhcs, and spread a skin on the floor

for us to sit on. The tent was crowded with peo|de. They

several times asked us • if we were not afraid ;' we an-

swered, ' We are certainly ignorant of what |)assea in your

minds, but you are our friends, iiud friends do not use to

fear each other.' To this they rejoined, ' We are good

Karaler, and are now convinced tliiit you are not Kabltitiat,

but well-disuoscd Iniiuit, for you (JUidP (H \in ni^|)iii(i VHH^
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pons. They set before us fisli, water, and liresul. wliicli

last had been given them by the sailors, and shortly after,

all retired to rest. But Segullia now commenced his incan-

tations, which hebpj^an with singing someuniiitclligiblestan-

asas, together with his wives. lie tiien uuittered over soiiin

charm, threw liimscif into every imaginable contortion of

body, at times sending forth a dreadful shriek, hold his

hand over Drachnrt's face, who lay nexi lo iiim ; and rolled

about on the gr .
<'. uttering at intervals loud, but only

half articulate cr •>( which we could merely catch the

words, ' Now is my Torngak come.' Perceiving tha^

Drachart was awake, and had raised himself u little tm liia

arm, as often as he extended his hand ovcm- his face, he

kissed it. lie now lay (or some time as still as death, after

which he again began to whine and moan, and at last to

sing. We said we would sing something better, and re-

peated many Grecniandic versus, of which, however, they

could comprehend but very little. It was in vain that we

endeavoured to compose ourselves to sleep for the rest of

the night ; we, therefore, frequently arose and went out of the

tent; but Segullia o|)peared to view our motions with sus-

picion, and always followed us whi-n we left the tent. In

the morning he thus addressed us :
' You may now tell

your countrymen that you have lodged with me in safety.

You ore the first Europeans that ever spent a night under

my tent. You have shown me, by your fearless behaviour

amongst us, that we have nothing to dread from you.' In

return for our accommodations, we distributed glass beads,

fishhooks, and needles, amongst his people."

The preparatory visits of Haven and Drachart cleared the

way for the ultimate settlement of a mission of the brethren

at Nuin in 1771, a grant of the land necessarj for the pur-

pose having been obtained from the Privy Counui), and for-

mally purchased by the missionaries from I " I<Jsquimaux,

who testified the highest gratification at the proceeding.
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Besides the two missionaries above-mentioned, were two

married couples, and seven sini^le brethren, the whole com-

pany consisting of foiirfeen persons. Hiivinij taken with

them the frame of a house, tliey immediately hejjan to erect

it, and, with the assistance of the sailors, c.im|)leted it in

less than two months. A company "f brethren in London,

united to send a ship annually to Labrador to supply them

with the necessaries of life, and to carry on some trade with

the natives. The missionaries also found means to be of

aervice to the Esquimaux, and to earn somethintf for their

own subsistence, by building them boats, and making tools

and other utensils.

Somehundredsof Esquimau x,princii)ally oft'idNuenguak

tribe, attended the preaching of the Gos|)el during the sum-

mer months, but on tiio approach of winter they withdrew to

various parts of the coast. Though they were, for the most

part, very willing to be instructed, no lasting impression

appeared to be madeontlieir minds. The missionaries were

therefore agreeably surprised by the intelligence, that

Anauke, one of these savages, being on his <leath-bed in

the beginning of 1773, bad spoken of Jesus as the Redeemer

and Saviour of men, had constantly pr-^iyed to him, and de-

parted in confident relitincc on his salvation. " Be com-

forted," said he to his wife, who began to howl and shriek

like the rest of the heathens, at his ap|)roaching end, " I am

going to the Saviour." The brethren had been prevented

from visitiui,' iiim during his illness by the inclemency of the

weather ; but his liappy dissolution had a favourable influ-

ence, on his countrymen, who ever after spoke of hitn undei

the appellation of, '• The man whom the Saviour took to

himself."

As this settlement was found insuflicient to serve as a

gather'ng place for the Issquimaux dispersed along a line

of coast not less than six hundred miles in extent, sspeoially

RH it uttorded but iL'anty resources fo the natives luring the

winter season, when tliey had fewer inducenie its to rove



TO IHK NORTH POI.F,. 107

to rove

from place (o place, it was (ictermiiied to estalili^li twu

other mission stations, the one tu the north and (hi! other '.o

tlie south of Nain. Accordingly, in 1774, four of tlie mis-

sionaries undertook a voyage to explore the coast to the

northward. Tliough they attained tiieir ohjeet, the conse-

quences of this expeilition were most unfortunate. On their

return, the vessel struck on a rock, where she remained

fixed till her timhers were dashed to pieces. After a night

of the utmost anxiety, they betook tliemselves early the

next morning to their boat ; but this also foundered on the

craggy shore. Two of them, the brethren Brasen and

Lehmann, lost their lives ; the other two, Haven and Lis-

ter, together with the sailors, saved themselves by swim-

ming, and reached a barren rock. Here they must inevit-

:ibly have perished, had they not found means to draw their

shattered boat on shore, and repair it so far that they could

venture into it on the fourth day after their shipwreck. The

wind was in their favour ; and they had soon the good for-

tune to meet an Estiuimaux, who towed them into the har-

bour of Nain.

The next year, Haven and Lister, accompanied by Mr.

Beck, ventured to make a second voyage to the south, and

penetrated as far as Nisbet's Haven, where the adventur-

ers had first landed, and where the ruins of their house were

still seen. Here, after some search, they found a spot near

Arvertok, better suited for a mission settlement, than any

yet discovered.

But before the directors of the missions were apprised of

this now station, they had commissioned Brother Haven to

begin a new settlement at Okkak, about ii hundred and fifty

ixiles to tlie north of Nain. The land was purchased from

the Esquimaux, in 1775, anil in the following year Haven,

with his fan)ily, and three other missionaries, established

tliemselves in the pl,u o They immediately began to preach

the UoHpei to the neighbouring savages, and though their

success was not ranid, it was sufficient to animate their
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Bpirits, III 1778 the six first adults of this place were bap-

tiieil, and many more were added in a short time.

In March 1782, two of the missionaries experienced a

iDOst merciful interposition of Providence when their lives

were in the utmost danger. Samuel Liebisch, one of the

missionaries at Nain, being at that time entrusted with the

gcnerul direction of the settlements in Labrador, the duties

of his office required him to pay a visit to Okkak, in which

he was accompanied by William Turner, another of the

missionaries. They set out on their journey in a sledge

driven by one of their baptized Esquimaux, and were joined

by another sledge of Esquimaux, the whole party consisting

of five men, one woman, and a child. All were in good

spirits ; the morning was clear, the stars shining with un-

common lustre, and, as the track over the frozen sea was

in the best order, they travelled with ease at the rate of six

or seven miles an hour, so that Ihey hoped to reach Okkr.k

in two or three days. Af(er passing the island in the bay

of Nain, they kept at a considerable distance from the coast,

both to gain the smoothest part of the ice, and to avoid the

high and rocky promontory of Kiglapeit. About eight

o'clock they met a sledge with Esquimaux turning in to-

wards the land, who gave them some hints that it might be

as well to return. As the missionaries, however, saw no

cause for alarm, and suspected that the other party merely

wished to enjoy the company of their friends a little longer,

they proceeded on their way Mter some time, tlieir own

Esquimaux remarked that ther<« 4i*(i«< a ground-swell uiider

the ice. It was thei. iiardly per«',.*y<il>le, except on lying

down niid applying tlw: «'ar close to liie ice, when a hollow

disagreeably gnitiiig and roaring noise was heard, as if as-

cending from the abyss. The sky remained clear, except

towards (he east, where a bank of light clouds appeared,

interspersed with some dark streaks ; but as the wind blew

strong from (lie iiorlh-west, nothing less was expected (hau

a sudden change of weather.
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Tbe sun bad now reacbed its beiglit, and tbere ivas as yet

little or no alteration in tbe appeaniiice of the sky. Uut ai

tiie motion of tbe sea under the ice bad grown more percep-

tible, tbe travellers became rather alarmed, and began to

tliink it prudent to keep closer to the shore. The ice also,

in many places, had large cracks and fissures, some of which

rvrmed chasms of one or two feet wide ; but as these are

not uncommon even in its best state, and tbe dogs easily

leap over them, tbe sledge following without danger, they

are terrible only to strangers.

B ut as soon as the sun declined towards the west, the

wind increased to a storm, the bank of clouds from the east

began to ascend, and the dark streaks to put themselves in

motion against the wind. The snow was violently driven

about by partial whirlwinds, both on the ice and from oiT the

peaks of tbe high mountains, and filled tbe air. At the

same time the swell had increased so much that its effects

upon tbe ice were very extraordinary and not less alarming.

Tbe sledges, instead of gliding smoothly along u|)on au

even surface, now ran witli violence after the dogs, and now

seemed with difficulty to mount a rising bill ; for tbe elas>

ticity of so vast a body of ice, many lengues square, resting

on a troubled sea, though it was in some parts three or four

yards thick, gave it an undulatory motion, not unlike that

of a sheet of paper accommodating itself (o tbe surface of

a rippling stream. Noises, too, were now distinctly heard

in many directions, like the report of cannon, owing to ths

bursting of tbe ice at a distance.

Dismayed at these prognostics, the travellers drove with

all baste towards tbe shore, intending to take up their night-

quarters on the north side of the Uivnk ; but as they approncli*

cd it, the prospect before them was truly terrific. The ice,

having burst loose from the rocks, was heaved up and down,

grinding and breaking into a thousand pieces against tbe

precipice, with a tremendous noise, which, added to ths

rotaring of (be wind, and the driving of llic snow, so con«

P. V. 8. 'L
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founded them, tliat they almost lost the power of aeoin;^ or

hearing any tiling distinctly. 'I'o make the land at any risk

was now the only hope tliey had left ; but it was with the

utmost difliciilty the frigiited dogs couM be forced forwards,

the whole body of ice sinking frequently below the surface

of the rocks, then rising above it ; and as the only time for

landing was the tnoment of its gaining the level of the shore,

the attempt was extremely nice and hazardous. By God's

mercy, however, it succeeded ; both sledges gained the

land and were drawn up the beach, though with much

dii'liculty.

Scarcely had tiiey reached the shore, when that part of

the ice, from whlcli they had just escaped, burst asunder,

and the water ru^liing u|) from beneath, covered and pre-

cipitated it into the deep. In an instant, as if at a signal,

the whole mass of ice extending for several miles from the

coast, and on both sides as far as the eye could reach, began

to crack and sink under tiieiii.mense waves. The scene was

tremendous and awfully grand ; the monstrous fields of ice

raising themselves out of the ocean, striking against each

other, and plunging into the dee|), with a violence not to be

described, and a noise like the discharge of innumerable

batteries of heavy guns. The darkness of the night, the

roaring of the wind and sea, and the dashing of the waves

und ice against the rocks, filled the travellers with sensa-

tions of awe and horror which almost deprived them of the

jjower of utterance. They stood overwhelmed with aston-

ishment at their miraculous escape, and even tlie pagan Es-

quimaux expressed gratitude to Qod for their deliverance.

The Eiiquimaux now began to build a snow house, about

thirty paces fiom the beach, and about nine o'clock all of

them crept into it, thankful for even such a place of refuge

from the chilling and violent blasts of the storm. Before

entering it, they once more tinned their eyes to the sea,

which \\ns now free from ice, and beheld, with horror mingled

with gratitude, the enormous waves driving furiously before
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tne wind, like iiuge floating castlej, aud approaching' (be

shore, where, with hideous cuinriiotion, (liry diislied

against the rocks, foaming, and filling tlie air with their

spray. The whole company now took sup])er, and, after

singing aii evening liymn, they lay down to rest ahout ten

o'clock. The Escpiiinaiix were soon fast asleep, hut Liehiseh

could get no rest, being kept awake by the tumult of the ele-

ments, and suffering at tlie same time from a sore throat,

which gave him great pain.

The wakefulness of the missionary proved the deliverance

of the whole party from sudden destruction. About two

o'clock in the morning, Licbisch was startled by some drops

of salt water falling from the roof of the snow house upon

his lips. Though rather alarmed on tasting it, he lay quiet

till the dropping became more frequent, when, just us he

was about to give the alarm, a tremendous surf broke all at

once close to the house, discharging a quantity of water into

it ; a second quickly followed, and carried nway the slab of

snow placed as a door before the entrance. The brethren

immediately cried out to the Esquimaux to rise and quit

the place. They jumped up in an instant; one of them cut

a passage with his knife through the side of the house, aud

each seizing some part of the baggage, threw it out on a

higher part of the beach. While the missionary Turner

assisted the Esquimaux, Liebi<<ch and the woman and child

fled to a neighbouring eminence. The latter were wrapt up

in a large skin, and the former took slulti r behind a rock,

for it was impossible to stand against the wind, snow, and

sleet. Scarcely had the rest of the company joined them

in this retreat, when an enormous wave carried away the

whole house.

In this manner were they a second time delivered from

the most imminent danger of death ; hut the remaining hours

of the night were jjassed in great distress and the n)ost pain-

ful reflections. Before the day dawned, the Esquimaux cut

a hole into a large drift of snow, to screen the woman ai.d

Z 2
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cbild, and the two missionaries. Liebiscli, however, could

not bear the closeness of the air, and was obliged to sit at

the entrance, where they covered him with skins to defend

him against the cold, as the pain in his throat was extreme.

As soon as it was ligiit, they built auotlier snow house, about

eight feet sijuiiie, and six or seven feet high
j
yet their

accommodations were still very miserable.

f The missionaries had taken but a small stock of provisions

with them, merely suT.L'ent for the journey to Okkak, and

the Esquimaux had nothing at all. They were, there-

fore, obliged to divide their small stock into daily portions,

especially as there appeared no hope of soon quitting this

dreary place, and reaching the habitations of men. Only

two ways were left for effecting this ; either to attempt the

passage across the wild and unfrequented mountain ofKig-

lapeit, or to wait for a new ice-track over the sea, which

might not be formed for several weeks. They therefore

resolved (o serve out no m;)re than a biscuit and a half a

day to each. The missionaries every day endeavoured to

boil 80 much water over their lamp as might serve them for

coffee. They were all preserved in good health, and Lie-

bisch very unexpectedly recovered on the first day from his

sore throat. The Esquimaux, too, kept up their spirits,

and even the sorcerer, Kassigiak, declared that it was pro

per to be thankful that they were still alive.

Towards noon of the second day, the weather cleared,

and the sen, as far as the eye could reach, was perfectly

free from ice; but the evening was again stormy, so thut

the party could not stir out of their snow house, which made

the Esquimaux very low spirited and melancholy. Kas-

sigiak suggested, that it would be well " to try to make

good weather ;" but this the missionaries, of course, oj)-

j)osed, and told him that his heathenish practices were of no

avail. They were, likewise, so pressed for provisions, that

the Esquimaux ate, one day, an old sack, made of fish-

tkin ; the next day they began to »levour a filthy worn-out
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skin, which had served them for a mutlrass. At the first

of these meuls, they kept repeating, in a low humming

tone, " You were a sack but a little while ago, and now you

are food for us." The savages, however, po<4sess the con-

venient quality of heing able to compose tliemselves to sleep

whenever they please, and, if necessary, they will sleep for

days and nights together. The temperature of the air hav-

ing been rather mild, occasioned a new source of distress;

for the warm exhalations of the inhabitants incited the roof

of the snow house, and this caused a continual dropping,

which, by degrees, soaked every thing with water, and left

them no a dry thread about them, nor a dry place to lie on.

Or. iiie sixth day of their confinement, the floating ice,

which had for some time covered the coast, was again con-

solidated into a firm field. The Esquimaux belonging to

the other sledge, set out the next morning to pursue their

journey to Okkak ; and the brethren resolved to return

again to Nain. Mark, the Esquimaux driver, ran all

the way round Kiglapeit, before the sledge, to find a good

track ; and, after travelling three hours, they reached the

bay, and were consequently out of danger. Here they made

a meal on the remnant of their provisions ; and thus re-

freshed, Cv)ntinued their journey without stopping till they

reached Nain, where they arrived at twelve o'clock at night.

It may be easily conceived, with what gratitude to God

the whole family at Nain bade tliem welcome; during the

storm, they hud entertained considerable n; ; lo'iensions for

their safety, though its violence was not s> mucli felt there,

tlie coast being protected by the islands. Ptic E quimaux,

who had met the two sledges when seltin^; >)ut and had

warned the travellers, in their own obscure manner, of the

ground-swell, now threw out hints which terrified their

friends, and especially the wives of the two missionaries.

One of these Esquimaux, to whom Liebisch was indebted

for some article of dress, came to his wife lor payment

" Wait a Utile," answered siie; " when my husband return*
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lie will settle uitli you ; for I am unacquainted with the

bargain butwepn you." " Samuel and William," replied

the Esquimaux, " will return no more to Nain." " How,

not return ! wlint makes you say so ?" After some pause,

he rejtlied, in a low tone, " Samuel and William are no

more ! all their hones are broken, and in the stomachs of

the sharks." lie was so certain of their destruction, that he

was with difficulty prevailed on to wait their return. lie

could not believe that it was possible for them to escape the

tempest, considerinj; the course they were taking. All their

brodren, therefore, joined the more fervently in their thanks-

givinr^s for this signal deliverance.

The same missionary, Turner, made two inland expedi-

tions, in the spring and autumn of 1780, in company of an

Esquimaux hunting party. On their way to the principal

haunts of the rein-deer, they had to cross a lake fifty miles

long and about one mile broad, with high mountainous shores.

The deer rove in herds round the brinks of numerous smaller

lakes ; into these they arc driven by the Es(|uimaux, who

then pursue them in their kajaks, and easily dispatch them

with the spear. But the constitution of the missionary re-

ceived a severe shock, from the intense cold and violent

storms of snow to which lie was exposed, added to the

change from his ordinary diet to raw rein-deer's flesh, which

was his chief subsistence during these journeys ; and the at-

tempt was never rejieated.

In the summer of 1782, the brethren began a tliird mis-

sionary settlement to the south, on tiii* spot which they had

formerly marked out and purchased from the t''s(piimaux.

This station received the name of Flopedale; Eriiard and

his companions having given this name to the place, not far

distant, where they first landed, and buiii a house. The
first proclamation of the gospel in this neighbourhood "t.-

cited a considerable sensation, which seemed to augur fa-

vourably for its rece|)tion ; but various obslaeles soon showed

themselves, which threatened for a time to retard, if not

uhich

of the
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entirely (o arrest its proirrcss. Tlie spirit of trafTic liail be-

come extremely prevalent amoni^sl the southern Ksijiiimaux

;

the hope of exairj^erated ailvantaf^es which they mi^ht de-

rive from a voyai>;e to the European factories, wholly ab-

stracted their thoun;hts from reiijjious inquiries ; and one

bout-load followed another throurrhout the summer. A
Frenchman from Canada, nmned Makko, who liad newly

settled in the south, and who s.istained the double charac-

ter of a trader and Ciitholio priest, was particularly success-

ful in enticini; the Ksquimaux by the most tempting ofl'ers,

Besides the evil consequences resullini; from these expedi-

tions in a spiritual point of viF;w, so lars^e a proportion of

their wares were thus conveyed to the south, that the an-

nual vessel wliich brouijht out provisions and other neces-

saries for the brethren, and articles of barter for the natives,

could make up but a small cargo in return ; though the bre-

thren, unwilling as they were to supply this ferocious race

with instruments wliich might facilitate the execution of their

revengeful projects, furnished them with the fire-arms,

which they would otherwise, and on any terms, have pro-

cured from the south.

Another unfavorable circumstance for the new misssion,

was the neighbourhood of Arvertok, whose heathen inhabi-

tants too frequently allured their believing countrymen

to join them in practices of the grossest superstition ; mak-

ing them promise to return to their former pagan habits,

wliii'li, however, they were to conceal from the observation

of th(! missionaries ; and when their enticements proved un-

uvailing, llicir chief, Kapik, threatened to kill (he refrac-

tory by his torngak.

The same temptations and the same propensity to min-

gle again with their pagan countrymen, in those forbidden

(liversions, which, however innocent in themselves, were,

from their accompanimentr^, uniformly found to debase and

brutalize their minds, existed in a {greater or smaller degree,

amongst the inhabitants of the two elder scUlomcntB. A



170 PAIMM jJ ftf.CoM) VOYAOB

kaclic, or pleasure- lioiiso, wliicli, to (lie f,'iit'f of the mit*

sioiiaiies, was erected in 1777, by llu- siiv:i;;es, near Naiii,

mid resorted to l>y visitors from (3kkal<, lias been described

by tlie l)retbrcii. It was built entirely of snow, sixteen feet

liigli and seventy square. 'I'be entrance was by a round

poreli, which comuuinicated with the main body of the house

by a long^ avenue, terminated at the farther end by a henrt-

slinjied ajierture, about eighteen inches broad and two feet

in lieiglit. For grea'-r solidity, the wall near the entrance

was congealed into ice by water poured upon it. Near the

entry \^as a pillar of ice supporting the lamp, and addition-

al light waa let lA through a transparent plate of ice in the

side of the building. A string hung from the middle of the

roof, by which a small bone was suspended, with four holes

driven through it. Round this, all the women were col-

lected, behind whom stood the men and boys, having each

a long stick, shod with iron. The string was now set a

swinging, and the men, all together, thrust their sticks

over the heads of their wives at the bone, till one of them

succeeded in striking a hole. A loud acclamation ensued :

the n]an sat down on a snow seat, and the victor, after go-

ing two or three times round the house singing, was kissed

by ail the men and boys ; he then suddenly made his exit

through the avenue, and, on his return, the game was re-

newed.

To discourage these proceedings as much as possible, the

missionaries directed their believing Esquimaux to build

themselves bouses on the ground belonging to the settle-

ments, in which none were permitted to reside who were

not seriously resolved to renounce heathenism, and all its

8uperstiii(<ns. This regulation was carried into execution

in Ilnpedale in 1783 ; and the same winter seventeen persons

were admitted as candidates for baptism, of whom six wer3

baptized next year.

Of the three stations, Okkuk had commonly the largest,

and Nain the smallest number of Esquimaux, resident dur-
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ing the winter. The preucliiiif^s were frequently very nu-

merously attended, both at the former plniv nnd ntlTonn-

diiie, owing to the conflux of heatlx n wiiu cumu iVuin the

neighbourhood. Some of these, from time to time, evinc*:d

a sincere disposition to receive the fuilh of Jesus, and were

accordingly baptized ; so that, though the unhappy trading

voyages before mentioned had entirely vvithdrawn many bap-

tized families from the congregation, the whole number in

the three settlements amounted, in 1790, to about eighty

persons, including catechumens.

A singular story, which circulated at Nain in 1773, and

gained credit with the Esquimaux, may be mentioned as an

instance of that deeply-rooted inclination for the marvellous

and supernatural which rendered it so difficult, even for

the Christian converts, to wean themselves from their attach-

ment to former superstitious notions and observances. It

was reported that the men in the north bad at length killed

Innukpak, with his wife and children. This was a mur-

lercr of such monstrous size, that, while he stood in the

valley of Nain, he might have rested his hand on the sum-

mit of the adjacent mountain. His dress was the white

skin of the nenncrluk, an amphibious bear, thai hunted and

devoured the seals, each of whose ears was large enough

for the covering of a capacious tent. This beast did not

scruple to eat human flesh, when he camo on shore, where

some affirmed they had seen him, and were vexed when

their testimony was doubted. Indeed the brethren in Okkak

thought they saw such a sea-monster one evening, in the

August of 1786, which rose up to the height of a huge ice-

berg, in the mouth of the bay, showed its white colour, and

then plunged down again, leaving a whirlpool of foam.

The Esquimaux, without hesitation, pronounced it to be

the ncnnerluk ; but as the description is so vague, we may

justly call in question whether they were not deceived by

tome tumbling ice-berg.

With regard to their outward subsistence, th» natives have

P. V. 8. A a
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more abundniit iind various resources tlian (lie (Irceiiland-

ers. Bt'sidt'S wliales and seals, the bays are stocked with

large sliuuls of cod and other fish, and the rivulets cifTord

such plenty of s.iliiion-troul, that the missionaries at Nain

have, in ravotiraljle years, taken 5000 in the space of a week.

1'he land furnishes a variety of fowl, hares, and rein-deer,

which are sunietiines found in great numbers in the interior,

and tiie Esquimaux have killed 300 in a single hunt. Yet

tiiese su|)|)li(>s are so precarious, and so badly husbanded

hy (liis untlirii'iy nice, that they are not unfrequently reduced

to the greatest straits in winter. Towards the end of 1795,

for instance, a great scarcity of provisions was experienced

in Nain, and five of the Esquimaux were obliged to set out

ill sledges to fotch the deer which they had killed in the sum-

mer, and deposited under stones. In this journey, which

occupied a week, they could not have travelled less than

800 miles, with no olher sustenance than raw meat and cold

water.

In August, 1799, the missionaries at Nain were surprised

by a visit from a native of the most northern part of the

coast, for which they were indebted to a wonderful accident.

He had gone out on the ice in the January of 1797, with

three companions, to hunt seals; but they were driven out

to sea, w^ith the fragment on which they stood, by a strong

wind, till they lost sight of land. They must, if their reck-

oning was correct, have spent four months on this floating

voyage, during which time they subsisted on raw seals,

which thoy caught in great numbers, and was at length car-

ried to shore in a distant part of the south. The simple and

confidiMitial manner of this Northlander favourably distin-

guished him from his southern countrymen.

Amidst the discouraging lukewarmness and deadness

which prevailed amongst many members of their flock, and

the open deviations of several who had already been bap-

tized, the brethren had the pleasure to perceive that on

fioine hearts the word of atonement had taken its natural
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effect, producing a thorough clian^e of conduct nnd senti-

ment, and in the hour of parting nature affording the true

benever a firm ground of faith and hope. Amongst the fore-

most of tiiis class was the widow Esther, who departed, at

Okkak, in 1702. Being at Nain, on a visit with her parent!;,

she heard of Jesus as her Creator and Redeemer, and,

though quite a child, she retained a deep impression of these

saving truths. It became her practice, as she afterwards

related, to resort to a retired part of the hill, near Killanek,

her birth-place, and there pour forth her prayers and com-

plaints before her heavenly Friend. After the death of la-r

father, she became the third wife of a man of a rough and

brutal disposition, who was a murderer and sorcerer. Tlie

miseries which she had to endure from this marriage did

not cease with the death of her husband ; she was hated on

his account, and her two children so cruelly beaten that

they died in consequence. At length, the bapl'zed Rohrcea,

who pitied her in this distress, took her with her to Okk:ik.

Here her ardent aspirations for all the blessings of Christ's

family werr soon satisfied, and she passed the remainder of

her mc"'ai I'lc in an increasingly happy communion with her

God. lie is my Father," she would often say ;
" where-

ver I am, he is with me ; and I can tell him all my wants."

She was the first of the Esquimaux who kept their profes-

sion of faith unblemished to the end. 8he constantly de-

clined ail offers of marriage, whether from believers or hea-

thens, that she might continue, in summer as well as win-

ter, with the brethren, ller natural talents were consider-

able, and she soon learned to read and write. In her illness

she expressed her feelings in the words of holy writ : " Whe-
ther I live, I live unto the Lord, or whether 1 die, 1 die

unto the Lord ; Vrhether I live, therefore, or die, I am the

Lord's. He laid down his life for my ransom, and he will

keep his purchase." She died in her thirtieth year.

About the same time, the missionaries had the pleasure

to witness the cunveriion of Tuglaviiia, a noted . . quimaux»

A a 2
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who, with his wife Miiikuk, had rendered great assistaiics

tu them in their settlement at Labrador. By his strength,

courage, and ])cnctration, combined with the reputation of

a potent wizard, he had acquired an unbounded iiiiluence

over his weaker fountrymen, ond his word passed for law.

He had committed many murders with his own hands, and

was accessary to many more; for if any one had incurred

his resentment, he had only to declare that the tornguk liad

decreed his death, and a multitude of hands were instantly

raised to seal the doom. But in the progress of ycur.s,

when his h'.idily vigour began to decline, his extraordinary

ascendency, which rested entirely upon his personal quali-

ties, declined with it, according to the common fate of sa-

vage chieftains. His friends of his own standing were con-

tinually dropping oflT, while those who inherited the wrongs

d():ic to their murdered or insulted kinsmen, were strong in

youth and number. Tuglavina was reduced to poverty ; of

his numerous wives, some deserted him in the wane of his

fortunes, others were violently taken from him, without his

daring to make any resistance ; and only one of them all re-

mained. In these depressed circumstances, he could no

longer repress those pangs of compunction and remorse by

which he was assailed. On the first arrival of the brethren

in the country, he had been convinced by their testimony,

that he was a guilty and miserable man, exposed to inevit-

able destruction, if he persisted in his career ; but he still

found means to soothe the secret voice of conscience. Now,

however, he declared his resolution to change his life, tliat

he might seek forgivenes for his crimes, of which he made

a free disclosure to the mission iries, and find rest for his

soul. On his pressing request, he was permitted to reside

with his family at Nain; and, though his pride led him at

first into temporary aberrations from the right path, he gave

such proofs of sincerity, that he was received into the con-

gregation on Christmas-day, 1798. He had been baptized

in Chateau Bay by a presb.yterian minister, during a dur, during a dange-
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rous illness. After his admission to tlie holy comnninioDt

he made visible progress in humility and all other christian

graces, and showed great anxiety tor the conversion of his

heathen countrymen, to which he contributed all in his power.

Yet he once more sutTered high thoughts to seduce him into

such gross improprieties that it was neces^sary to exclude

him for a time from the Lord's table, until he came to a due

sense of his misconduct. He died in 1708, after a short ill*

uess, at the age of sixty years.

One of the objects of the establishment at Hopedale had

been to promote an intercourse with the Red Indians who

lived in the interior, and sometimes approached in small

parties to the coast. A mutual reserve subsisted between

them and the Esquimaux, and the latter fled with the great-

est trepidation, when they discovered any traces of them in

their neighbourhood. In 1700, however, much of this cold-

ness was removed, when several families of these Indians

came to Kippokak, an European factory about twenty

miles distant from Hopedale. In April, 1709, the mis-

sionaries conversed with two of them, a father and son, who

came to Hopedale to buy tobacco. It appeared tiiat they

were attached to the service of some Canadians in the

southern settlements, as well as many others of their tribe,

and had been baptized by the French priests. They evi-

dently regarded the Esquimaux with alarm, though they

endeavoured to conceal their suspicions, excusing themselves

from lodging in their tents, on account of their uncleanly

habits. At parting they assured the brethren that they would

in future receive frequent visits from their countrymen ; but

this has not yet been the case.

In 1800, a most melancholy accident occurred at the set-

tlement just metilioned. The missionary Reiman, having

gone out alone on the 2nd of December to shoot partridges,

returned no more, having probably lost his life by the ice

breaking under him. As the wentber was remarkably fine,

tho brethren and Eitquimaux persevered in their search fur
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him nine days, but all to no purpose ; for though his foot-

steps were seen in several places on the snow, tht^y were lost

again on the ice, nor were his remains ever discovered.

Towards the close of 1804, the indifferent success which

had hitherto attended the labours of the missionaries, owing

to causes which have already been mentioned, the roving

dispositions of the natives, their lurking unbelief manifested

in their addiction to superstitious practices, particularly in

cases of illness, and the absence of a vital principle of god-

liness even amongst those who led a moral and decent lift-,

was succeeded by a new and a brighter period. A fire from

the Lord was kindled at Hopedale, the very place which

before presented the greatest discouragements, and spread

from thence to the other two settlements.

When the Esquimaux of this congregation returned fronf

their summer excursions, our missionaries were delighted ta

find that they had not only been preserved from sinful prac-

tices, but had made considerable progress in the knowledge

of the truth. They had attained a deeper insight into the

natural depravity of their hearts, and the wretched state of

persons void of fuith in Christ. This constrained them to

cry for mercy ; and there was reason to believe that some

at least, had found forgiveness of their sins in his blood,

by which their hearts were filled with joy and comfort in be-

lieving. Out of the abundance of the heart, their mouths

spake of the love and power of Jesus ; and their energetic

declarations made a serious impression on the rest of the

inhabitants. They began to see the necessity of true con-

version ; and earnestly sought for peace with God. Even

several of the children were similarly affected. The mis-

sionaries received daily visits from their people, who either

came to enquire, what they must do to be saved ; or to

testify of the grace of God, which they had already expe-

rienced.

While this heavenly flame was in full blaze at Hopedale,

two Esquimaux, Siksigak and Knpik, arrived there from
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Naiii. The former of them brought h'n w'fe with hiiii, wliom

he had married from (hence two years before, intending to

return her to her mother, and take another who promised to

second him in every licuthenish abomination, and to leave (lie

Christian Esquimaux altogether. On entering his own
mother's house, who likewise lived at llopedale, he found

the family engaged in evening prayer. They went on

without being disturbed by his arrival ; and he sat down
quite astonished at what he saw and heard, not knowing

what they were doing. On his informing them of the pur-

port of his visit, the whole company began to entreat him

most earnestly not to part from his wife, but rather to turn

with his whole heart to Jesus. The missionaries too, added

their exhortations to the same eflect, but he persisted in his

determination. His relations, perceiving that he was im-

movably fixed, resorted to prayer. The following day they

all assembled iu his mother's house, and in his presence,

joined in fervent supplication for his convj^rion. His mo-

ther, amongst the rest, uttered the following petition :
" O

my Lord Jesus ! behold, this is my child ; I now give him

up to tb-^e ; Oh, accept of him, and suiTer him nut to be

lost for eve.- !" This scene, so unprecedented and unex-

pected had an instantaneous eiTcct on the young man ; he

was filled with concern fur his salvation ; his whole heart

seemed changed ; he desisted from his wicked purpose, took

back his wife, and became an humble enquirer after the

trutli, to whom the Lord afterwards showed great mercy.

His companion, Kapik, was also powerfully awakened by

the instrumentality of his relations.

On their return to Nain, these two men, with energy and

boldness, preached Jesus to their countrymen. Someof tiieir

friends heard them with astonishment; others mocked and

hated them ; but the impression on the rest of the inhabi-

tants was a pleasing and permanent one. " We saw several

of our people," say the missionaries, " yielding by degrees

to convicUoD, and beginning to doubt whether their Chris-



IM PAHKY S SECOND VdYAOK

tianity was of the ri?;lit kiiu!, and wlietlier tliey liail not been

deceiving themselves and others, Tlicy came and volun-

tarily confessed their sins, some with many tears, and in a

manner of which we had no instances before. The more

they leflfcted on their former life, the more deeply were

they convinced of the treachery of their hearts ; they wept

on account of the «leceit they had so often practised, and

confessed to us Ihinjjs of which we could have formed no

conception. Though we could not but feel pain on account

of their former hypocrisy, our grief was balanced by the

joy we felt at the amazing power of our Saviour's grace, by

which their hearts were thufl broken and softened. Our

dr()(i|)iiig f.iith and courage revived, and we saw clearly

that with God nothing is impossible."

The news of these events was carried to Okkak by visi-

tors from Nain, and was accompanied with the same happy

eQ'ccts. 3Iany of the heuthen who lived in the neighbour-

hood, were so astonished ut these occurrences among their

believing countrymen, that they resolved to move to one

or other of the settlements. Even the northern Esquimaux

who passed througli the place on their trading excursions,

were struck with admiration on beholiling this genuine work

of God. They came frecjuently to converse with the mis-

sionaries, listened to the gospel with imcommon attention,

and nxst of tliem expressed their earnest wish to become

acquainted with Jesus as their Saviour. They expressed

their regret that they lived at so great a distance, and could

not well forsake their native country, but said that if the

missionaries would come to them they would gladly receive

instruction.

The subsetpient years of the mission proved that this

awakening was not the momentary blaze of a meteor, scarce

seen before it is extinguished, but a divine Hame emanating

from the Spirit of God, and kept alive by his gracious in

fluences. The labours of the missionaries became from this

time comparatively light, for their instructiont were no Ion-
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ger listened to as a (a!>k, tint rocoivccl with nviijitv by tM-
WufT hearers; the scliools were diligiiuly Ircj^uiniuil both

by ()hl and youti"; ; nnd th.'ir rc-^ular and devout attendance

on pulilic worsliip, sliowed that they conidorcd it no less

us a pleasure than a duty. The followinij is one of many
similar representations given by the brctiiren of tiie conduct

of tlieir flocii :
" We have cause (o rejoice, " tliey write in

their journal, 1812, "that we know, among our pt'0|)le,

many wlio liave found remission of their sins in tiie blood of

Jesus. There arc indeed exceptions, but we can truly savt

that amoni^ the very considf^ral)le numljcr of I']s(|uimaux

who live witli us, we know .A lew who ure not seriously desi-

rous to profit by v !nt they hear, and to experience and enjoy

themselves, that wiiich they see their countrymen possess.

Our communicants f^ive us pleasure, for it is tiie wish of

llieir very hearts to live unto the Lord ; and their conduct

aflords proofs of the sincerity of their professions. Thus,

for example, Es(iuimaux sisters, who have no boat of their

own, venture across bays some miles in breadth, sittinij be-

hind their husitaiids on their narrow knjaks, in order to be

present at the Holy Sacrament, thou!;li at llic peril of their

lives. The baptized and candidates lor baptism also de-

clare, whenever they have an opportunity of speakiiifj pri-

vately with us, that they seek satisfaction in nothinij but in

livini^ to Jesus, and that their favourite occupation, in lei-

sure hours, consists in singinij hymns and reading the Gos-

pels which have been printed for their benefit. Their Chris-

tian deportment has this natural consequence, that their

neighbours who have not joined us, are ins|)ired with a de-

sire to become equally happy and contented. Our young

people are a constant subject of our most earnest yupplica-

tioii unto the Lord, that He would reveal himself to their

hearts; nor arc there wanting instances amoiigsl, them of

the efficacy of divine grace. All these blessings, which we

can only briefly touch upon, call for our siucerest gratitude

unto the Lord ; we devote ourselves most willingly to the

P. V. 8. B b
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service ; and if we may be permitted to bring but one stone

to the biiildinij of his earthly Jerusalem, liow great will be

our joy "

Many pleasing incidents might be detailed to illustrate and

confirm this statement, but it would swell this sketch to a

size inconsistent with the brevity to be observed in this nar-

rative. The following is a concise notice of the few pro-

minent events which distinguished the remaining period of

their history.

In 1811, the inhabitants of Ilopedale were attacked by one

of those pestilential disorders which have so often desolated

these northern coasts. The missionaries give the following

account of it : " Our Esquimaux were for a long time pre-

served from any parliculat illnesses, except that they were

subject to a species of eruption and boils, whjch, however,

tiioiigh painful and unpleasant, were rather beneficial to

their general health. Hut on the 24th of July, as a boat

filled with our people was leaving Tikkerarsuk, one of their

jjpovision places, to return to Ilopedale, several of them,

one after another, were seized with a nervous and paralytic

disorder, of a most dangerous and deadly nature, insomuch

tliat during the next eight days, thirteen of them departed

tills life, of whom seven were communicants. Three of them

were fishing in perfect health in the morning, and in the even-

ing lny corpses in the boat. Above thirty were taken ill, and

some brought to the brink of the grave ; but now, thank

God, the greater number have recovered, though a few are

still very weak. As late as the l2th September, we buried

on old communicant, called Luke. Terror and dismay

scizpd the peo|)lp, but we confidently believe that those who
departed this life are now in the presence of Ilim whom they

had known here as their Saviour, and to whose holy will

they expressed full resignation

•* By this afflicting dispensation we have now a consider-

able number of widows and orphans depending eittirelj

upon charity, and we cannot withhold from them occasional by a
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Bssistaucc. We often commend tliem in prayer to the

Fatlier of the fatherless, who will in mercy regard their

wants."

As early as the year 1800, the missionaries learned Iioid

the reports of theNorthianders, who visited their settlements,

that tlie main seat of the nation was on the coast and islands

of the north, heyond Cape Chudleigh, and anxiously de-

sired an opportunity of carrying the gospel into that quar-

ter. On asking their visitors whether it would he agreeahle

to them to have amission estahlished in their country, they

assured the brethren that it would give them the greatest

pleasure, " The whole land," they said, " would welcome

them with one loud shout of rejoicing." Preparations were

made by two of the brethren in 1800, for a coasting voyage

to explore the country in that direction, but their plan was

frustrated by unfavourable winds and weather.

This project, however, though suspended for a time, w.-vs

not abandoned ; and in 1811, the missionaries were autlio-

riied to fit out another exjtedition for the same purpose.

The brethren Kohlmeister and Kmock, cheerfully ongiiged

in this diilicult and perilous enterprise, for which they botli

possessed eminent qualifications. Having engaged a Chris-

tian Esquimaux from Ilopcdiile, as a steersman, with his

two-masted shallop, they embarked at Okkak on the 23rd

of June, accompanied by four Esquimaux familifs, besides

that of their guide, amounting in all to nineteen per>

sons. After encountering various dangers from the ic- in

their passage up the coast, which had never before been

navigated by an Eurojiean, t'ley doubled Cape Chudluigh,

and on the 7th of August, cauic to an anchor at the mouth

of the Kangcrtluksoak, or (ieorge River, in the Ungava

country, lying 140 miles S.S.VV. of the cape, in latitude

58* 57* north. Here they staid some days, pitching their

tents on a green sl(q)e, overgrown uitli shrubs, nnd flanked

by a woody valley, which posf-essed every advantage for a

missionary station.

Hb2
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A sail of six days broiinfl\t diem to the mouth of (ho

Koksoak, or South lliver, 58^ Sff north latitude. It is six

or seven liundrcd miles from Oi<k-ak, and its width about

as broad as tlie Thames at Gravesend. Some way up the

river, tiiey arrived at a well watered and fertile jilain, half

a mile ill extent, M'hicli they also considered as well adapted

for a settlement. Bcin;^ satisfied from the account of the

natives tliat there were no other eligible places farther to

the west, tiiey now returned homewards, and reached Ok-

k;ik in safety on the 4tli of October, after an absence of four-

teen weeks, havini^ performed a voyai^e of from twelve to

thirteen hundred miles.

It may be observed that no further steps have yet been

taken towards the estublishment of a fourth settlement in

Ungava, a delay which has arisen partly from the distresses

occasioned by the late continental war, and partly from the

following untoward accident.

" October '28l\i, 1810," writes the narrator, " the Jem nia

arrived in the Thames from Labrador, after one of the most

dangerous and fatiguing jjassages ever known. The siiip

arrived at the dri!t-ice, on the Labrador coast, on the 16th

of July. Captain F rascr found it extending two hvindied

miles from the land; and after attempting to get in, first at

Ilopedale, then at Nain, and lastly at Okkak, he was at

leiigtli completely surrounded by ioe, and in the most im-

minent danger during six days and nights, expecting every

moment that the shiji would be crushed in pieces, till, after

very great exertions, lie got towards the «)uter purt of the ice.

Nevertheless, he was beset by it for forty-nine days, and

did not reach Okkak till August 29!li. The very next day

the whole coast, as far as the eye could reach, was entirely

choked up with ice ; and after lying at Okkak nearly three

weeks, he was twice forced back by it on iiis |)as8age to Nain,

vhicli place he did not reach till September 22nd. After

staying the ii'^uiil lime, Captain Fraser j)roceede(l, October

3(1. to Iloned.iL' ; but though the weather was fine the late-
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ness of the season, and the iar§^ quantities of drift-ice, left

him little hope of reachini^ that settlement. He mentioned

this opinion to the brethren at Nain. However, brother

Kmock am! his wife, and the two single brethren, Korner

and Cliristensen, who were going to IIoj)edaIe, went on

board, anil tiiey set sail. But tlie same evening it begun

to blow extremely hard, with an immense fall of snow, and

very thick weather, so that they could not see the length of

theshi|), and being within half a mile of a dangerous reef of -

rocks, they were obliged to carry a press of sail to clear

tliem, which they did but just accomplish ; for the gale af-

terwards increased to such a degree, the wind being riglit

on shore, that they could not carry sail any longer, and

were obliged to lay the ship to, the sea often breaking over

her ; and the captain was at length necessitated to bear away

for England, October 5th. lie again experienced a gale

equal to a hurricane, from the 8th to the 10th of October,

which was so violent during the night of the 0th, that tiie

captain momently expected the ship's foundering. She waa

at one time struck by a sea, which twisted her in such a

manner that the seams on her larboard opened, and the

water gushed into the cabin and tiie mate's birtii as if it came

from a pump, and every one thought her side was stove in.

However, the liord was pleased to protect every one Irom

harm ; and, considering all things, the ship did not suiTer

materially, neither was any tiling lost."

By this disaster, the only serious one which has bofallcn

the missionary vessel in her annual voyages during a period

of fifty years, four zealous missionaries were abruptly trans-

ported from the field of their o'^"..'! ..aving their expect-

ing fellow- labourers in IIc,.cuale in a state of the most

painful anxiety regarding their fate. They returned to

Labrador in the following summer, though net without en-

countering the most imminent risks from storms, thick fogs,

and ice fields, every one of which, seen through the gloom,

appeared fraught with death. Tin y were hai>py to find that
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their brethren in Hopedalefi though disturbed byapprehen-

sions for their safety, had suffered no want of provisions,

having been supplied froni the stores at Naiu.

The next year's vessel carried out a translation of the Acts

of the Apostles, published for the use of the Esquimaux by

the British and Foreign Bible Society, whicli has before,

at different times, presented them with the invaluable gift

of the four Gospels in their own language, and generously

offered to print a version of the whole New Testament, which

is now in progress. Besides this, the Harmony of the Gospel

History, a hymn book, and a summary of Christian Doc-

trine, for the benefit of the children, have been printed, and

are in use among the Esquimaux.

On reviewing the i)rogress of these missions, whoso

history has been here discribed, God's mercy and goodness

has been graciously manifested in thus raising up a seed

to serve him in the deserts of the North, and for so gra-

ciously preserving his faithful servants through a course of

hardships and dangers encountered in these boreal climes,

which, though monotonous in the recital, must have a fear-

ful interest in the reality. But the motives whicii prompt

them to brave these perils and privations is worthy of all

their devotion, and the end which they propose to them-

selves is a glorious one. If he, the Lord of the harvest,

who has sent tiiem forth, still continue to crown their en-

deavours with his blessing, |)leasing reflections may be in-

dulged, that on the great day of decision, when earth and

sea shall render up tlreir dead, the frozen rocks and icy se-

pulchres of Labrador and Greenland, will yield no incon*

sidcrable ])ropoition of their charge to swell that choral

shout which shall proclaim the finished work of the Re-

deemer, and the fulness of his reward for the travail of his

soul.

Seals constitute ('reat p»rt of the food of the E(iuima\ix.

They have a strong, tough, dairy skin, like land animals ;

but the hair is very sliort, and appears as if rubbed wilii

f;ici

(liey

four

oats

•nnd

by m<

gustc

with

Th



TO THE NORTH l>OI-R, 1U1

rehen-

le Acts

aux by

before,

ble gift

lerously

it, which

; Gospel

n Doc-

ted, and

,
whose

Toodness

ip a seed

so gra-

course of

\\ cliiiics,

fe a fear-

proinpt

hy of all

to them-

harvest,

their cn-

lay be in-

earth and

nd icy se-

no iiicoii-

lat choral

the Ue-

vail of his

Squimaux-

;l animal!*

;

ihbcd Willi

oH. The fure legs arc short, stand downv^ards, and act as

oars ; the hinder ones, which afe situated nearly in a lino

with the body, on each side of a short tail, serve both for

steering and accelerating their motion. They have tive toes

on their feet, each consisting of four joints, and terminat-

ing in a sharp claw, with which the animal clings to ice and

rocks. The hinder feet are palmated, having the toes con"

nected by a membrane, which the seal extends when swim-

ming. Their pioper element is the water, and Iheir nou-

rishment all kinds of fishes. They are fund of basking or

sleeping in the sunshine on the ice or shore, snore very loud,

and being very sound sleepers, are at such times easily sur

]>rised aiivl killed.

Their gait is lame, but they can nevertheless make such

good use of their fore-feet, and take such leaps with the hind

ones, that a man cannot easily overtake them. The head

is pretty much like tha» of a dog with cropped ear3. In some

species it is rounder, in others more pointed. Their cry is

somewhat similar to that of a wild boar, and their young

ones make a piping nuisn like the mewing of a cat. The
mouth is armed witii sharp teeth, and the lij)S furnished

with a strong beard like bristles. Tliey have two nostrils,

and raise to the surface every quarter of an hour to take breath

;

large fiery eyes, with lids and eye-brows, and two small

ai)ertnres for oars, without any external projection. Their

body tapers towards the head and tail, a formation which

facilitates their progress throuffh the watei. At first siglit

(liey most resemb.e .. mole. Their blubber is from three to

four inches thick ; and tlie ilesh, which is tender and greasy,

oats pretty much like that of a wild boar. It is not so oily

and rancid as the generality of sea- fowl, and would be eaten

by most Europeans with a greater relish, were they nut dis-

gusted by the name. Some species of these animals are met

with almost in every part of the ocean.

There are five species, which, as to the form of their
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bodies, are nearly alike ; but (lilFiT in size, in the (iiinlify of

their liair, and in the siiape^of their heads,

1. Kassigiak, tiie pied seal, phocabicolor, is a long seal

with a thiek head. Its colour is a ground of black, freckled

with wliito si)ols. The skins of tlieir young ones, if black on

the back, jiiiik almost as ricli as velvet. They are exported

in great numbers, and worn as waistcoats. The older the

animal is, the larger are its spots. Some skins resemble

tlirise of |)antlicrs, and arc used as horse cloths.- A full

grown seal of this species is about two yards and a quarter

in length.

2. The harp seal, phoca groenlandica, (Attarsoak,)

has -^i more pointed iiead, a thicker body, more and better

blnlihcr tlian the former, and when full grown, measures

four yards in length. It is then generally of a liglit grey

colour, and has a black mark on its back like a double creS'

cent, with the horns directed towards each other. There

is also a blackish variety without any mark. All seals

change colour yearly, while growing ; but the alteration is

most conspicuous in this species. In the first year it is of a

cream colour : in the second, grey : in the third, coloured :

in (he fourth, spotted : and in the fifth, when it is full grown,

and gets its distinguished mark, Attarsoak. Their skin is

stilTand strong, and is used to cover trunks.

3. The rough seal, phoca hispidu, (neitsek,) does not dif-

fer much from the former, exce|)t that its colour is browner,

inclining to a pale white. Its hair does not lie smooth, but

is rough and bristly like that of swine.

4. The hooded seal, phoca cristata, besides its superio-

rity in size, has under its hair a short thick set coat of

black wool, whicli gives the skin a beautiful grey colour.

The forehead is furnished with a thick folded skin, which

the animal can draw over its eyes like a ca]>, to protect

them from stones or sand, driven about by the surf in a

storm.

5. The great seul, p* oca barhata, is the largest spccief

ing d|

Kist it|

I*.
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of seal, and about four ells long, with blackish hair, and a

(liick skin, out of which they cut thongs half an inch thick,

for their seal fishery.

The walrus, or sea-l»orse, rosmarus. may be classed among

the seals, which it resembles in the form of its body. From

its head, which is not pointed like a seal's, but l)road, blunt,

and armed with two long tusks, it might aptly be denomi-

nated the sea-elephant.

The whole animal may be about nine yards long, and the

same in circumference round the breast. It weighs about

10(H) pounds. The skin is about half an inch in thickness,

much shrivelled, especially on the neck, where it is very

grisly, and twice as tiiick as on the rest of the body. The

fat is white, solid like bacon, about six inches thick ; but

the train which it affords is neither so good, nor so abun-

dant as that produced by seal's blubber, owing to its tough

vesicles. Both fore and hind feet are longer and more

clumsy than those of the seal. The toes have joints about

six inches in Icnuth, but uro not armed with sharp claMs.

lis mouth is so small that a man can with difficulty thrust

his fist into it, and the under lip, which is of a triangular

shape, hangs down between the two tusks. On both the

lips, and on each side of the nose, there is a stripe of spongy

skin, about a hand's breadth, stuck full of monstrous bris-

tles, like treble twisted cord, as thick as straws, pel-

liK-id, and about six inches in length. These give the

animal a grim but majestic aspect. The snout is not pro-

niiiR'iit: the eyes have no lids, and are not larger than those

of an ox. The ears are situated in the neck: their aper-

tures, which are in the back part of the skull, without any

tixternal projection, are scarcely perceivable. It has no

cutting teeth, but nine broad concave grinders, four in the

ujjjier, and five in the nnder jaw. It cannot therefore catch

and chew fishes like the seal, for the two long tusks bend-

ing downwards over its mouth would rather impede than as-

liist it in fishing* These tusks arc exceedingly compact, of

P. V !>. C c
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n finor grain than ivory, and very white, except in the mid-

dle, where tLey are of a brownisli colour, like polished ma-

ple. The exlremities inserted in the skull, are somewhat

hollow, rather compressed, and, in most animals, full of

notches. It is a rare case that both tusks are found per-

fectly whole and sound. The right tusk is about an inch

longer than the left. Its entire length is about twenty-seven

inches, of which seven lie within the skull. Tiio circum-

ference at the bottom is about eight inches. Close to the

head the tusks are separated by about four inches, but di-

verge (o the distance of ten, and are somewhat bent at the

points. Each tooth weighs about seven pounds

The use the walrus makes of his tusks is, probably,

partly to detach the muscles and sea-weed which he lives

upon, from the rocks, partly to lay hold of rocks and ice

masses in order to drag along his huge unmanageable bulk,

and partly to defend himself against the bear and the sword-

fish.

The following is a brief account of the process in catch-

ing whales. As soon as a whale is either seen or heard, a

shallop, with six hands on board, immediately makes up to

liim, taking care to approach his side near the head. Five

or six boats are always in readiness for this purpose. When
the fish rises to take breath, and, as is generally the case,

remains a short time on the surface, the boat rows up to his

side, and the harpooner pierces him somewhere near the fin.

They now row back with all possible speed, before the whale

can feel the thrust and overset or crush the boat with a blow

of his tail. The harpoon is a triangular barbed piece of steel

about a foot long, and fastened to a shaft. As soon as the fish

perceives the pain, it darts down to the bottom : the rope,

which is about half an inch thick, a hundred fathoms long,

and made of fresh hemp, then flies off with such rapidity,

that if it by any means gets entangled, it must either sn.i]) in

an instant, or overset the boat. Nine rolls of rope lie in the

bottom of each shallop, (.nc man is stationed to attend to

the
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(he lino lest it should get ravelled ; and another to pour wa-

ter on the place where it rubs on the boat's side, in order to

prevent it from firinjf by the excessive friction. If the whale ia

not mortally wounded, he may tlounce about in the deep for an

hour, and drag after him several thousand fathoms of lino

;

for as soon as he is struck, the other boats hasten to the spot

with a fresh supply. The velocity of his motion etpials (ho

flight of an eagle, and the boats make after him with all ))os-

sible dispatch. Should he retire under the drift-ice they

follow him ; but when ho dives under a large field, there is

only one alternative, either to draw out the iiarpoon, by main

force, or cut the line. If he comes up a second time, they

strike him with several more harpoons, and then dispatcii

him with lances. As soon as he is dead, he rises to the sur-

face, with his belly upwards.

Meanwhile the ship uses all possible speed to join the

boats which have the whale in tow. As soon as he comes up,

they cut two deep slits in his blubber, through which they

pass a cable, and tie him to the ship's side. The first thing

to be done is to row a shallop into his jaws, and cut out care-

fully, with long crooked knives, the whalebone borders from

the gums. They only take five hundred of the largest, whicli

are worth as much as all tiie blubber. After having taken

out the tongue, they cut olf the fat from the body with long

knives, in large quadrangular pieces, beginning both at the

head and tail at once, and haul it tipon deck with pullies.

It is there cut into smaller pieces, and stowed till tlu; fishery

is over. The laiLand fins are cut ofl' whole, and reserved

for making glue.

Forty or fifty men mutually assisting each other, will

strip a whale of its blul)ber m four hours. As the body of

fat progressively diminishes, the ropes are removed towards

the middle, and the fish turns round of itself. Wiien the

last ring of blubber is cut oil", the carcase loses its buoyancy,

and is committed to the deep with a joyful huz/.a from tita

whole crew. After a few days it bursts, rises to the sur-
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face, and affords a plcutiful repast to the sea-fowl and white

bears. If the cutting up of the whale is deferred on account

of the turbulent weather, or to catch more fishes, it swidU

gradually with a humming noise, and at last bursts with u

vehement explosion, ejecting from its entrails a filthy scarlet

fluid which has an abominable stench.

When the fishery is over, the ships retire into a harbour or

to a large area of ice, in order to gain more room for ctitting

up the blubber. After having taken it all out of* the hold,

they strip off the skin, which is thrown into the sea. They

cut the blubber into small oblong pieces, lower it down inlo

the hold in leather bags, and fill one vessel after the other.

While the latter work is going forward, the deck swims with

train above shoe-top ; this is laded up or caught in pails at

the gutters, and poured into the casks. What leaks out of

the barrels is the finest, and is called clear train, and that

which is melted out of the bulk of the blubber, brown train.

The dregs are comparatively very trifling, and one hundred

barrels of blubber will generally yield ninety-six of oil.

Of the whale fishery of the Greenlanders, it is to be

observed that the proper whale and narwhal, are only

caught in the north ; the cachalot and smaller species in the

south also. Their method of taking the Greenland whale is

as follows : all the natives who engage in the pursuit put on

their best clothes ; for, according to a saying of their sorcer-

ers, if any one of the comjiany wore a dirty dress, especially

one contaminated by a dead body, the whale would fly their

approach, and even though killed would sink to the bottom

The women are forced to accompany the expedition, partly

in order to row, partly to mend the men's clothes and boots

should they get torn or damaged. They assail the whale

courageously in their boats and kajaks, darting numerous

iiarpoons into his body. The large seal-skin bladders, tied to

these weapons, prevent him from sinking deep in the water.

As soon as he is tired out, they dispatch him with short laneen.
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The mon then creep into tlieir fishing dress, which is com-

posed of scul-skin, and Ims shoes, stockinj^s, gloves and cap,

all in one piece. Thus equipped they jump upon tlie whale,

or even stand in the water by his side, buoyed up by their

swollen dress. They cut off the blubber with their uncouth

knives, and though provided with such poor instruments, are

very expert in extracting the whalebone from the jaws. The

former operation is a scene of the utmost confusion. Men,

women, and children, armed with pointed knives, tumble

over each otlu-rs backs, every one striving to be presiMit at

the sport, and to have a share in the spoil. It is a mutter of

wonder to a spectator how they avoid wounding each other

more frequently. Fjwever, the scuffle seldom ends without

bloodshed. The smaller species of whales, they catch like

seals, or drive them into bays, till they run aground.

The rein deer is the northern stag, and is found also in

Spitsbergen, Siberia, Norway, Lapland, and the most nor-

thern tracts of America. It is impossible for tluun to exist

in warmer countries, where they cannot breathe the pure

mountain air, and browze the tender grass and moss of

polar regions. It is well known that the Laplanders possess

herds of rein-deer, sometimes amounting to several hundred,

or even a thousand head, wln'ch supply tliem with flesh, milk

and cheese, drag sledges loaded with all their substance,

and even serve instead of post-horses. Those of Greenland

are wild and fleet, and their smell is so acute that they rarely

sufter the hunter to steal upon them unawares, especially if

the wind blow the scent towards them. The missionaries

caught and brought up a young rein-deer, and it grew, after

some time, as tame as a child, but played the Greenlanders

so many mischievous tricks, that they were forced to kill it.

The largest are about the size of a small heifer, generally

brown or grey, with white bellies. They are covered with

very thick hair, about an inch in length. Their antlers,

which they cast in the spring of every year, differ from those

of the stag, iu bein^; smooth, and about three iuchcs broud
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nt top, While the new horns aro young and tender, they

are protected by ii woolly covering, which the animal after-

wards rubs ort'. In .si)rin<j they also get a new coat of hair.

The rein-deer is then very lean, and its skin is thin, and

little worth; but in autumn, their hide is thick, hairy, and

lined with fat. This alternate increase and diminution of

their flesh and hair, enables them to bear both the heat of

summer, and the intense cold of winter. They are very

cleanly, delicate creatures, and their tlcsh is tender, and

well flavoured. In summer they crop the fine tender grass

in the valleys, and in winter ])ick the white moss growing in

the clefts of rocks, from under the snow.

Baal's River was formerly the principal resort of rern-deer,

and the Greenlanders used to unite in one general hunting

match to kill them. The women and children surrounded a

whole district, sticking up logs of wood to look like men,

when they were defective in numbers ; and then proceeding

in a straight line, drove all the timid animals into a narrow

space in tiie centre, where they were easily killed by the

hunters. Another way was for the women to chase them in

great numbers int^^ a narrow bay, where they were pierced

by the men in their kajaks, with harpoons and arrows. Since

the introduction of powder and shot into Greenland, they

have been thinned very much ; yet many of the natives spend

their best summer months in hunting them, in order to pro-

cure skins for extraordinary occasions.

The farther we advance northward, the fewer rein-deer

rre met with. Several are killed every year on Disko Island,

which circumstance has given occasion to the fable, that a

gigantic Greenlander severed this piece of land from Baal's

River, and tuwed it out to sea by a rope tied to his kajak ;

and farther, that he intended to have united it with the main

land, and was prevented by a pregnant woman, who was

tempted by curiosity to peep out of her tent. In proof of

this absurdity, they show the holes in the rocks, through which

he drew the rope.
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In June, 1704, two of the Moravian missionaries Imving

Rone to a neigliboiiiins island in search of drift-wood, were

rompletely surrounded by the ice, and confined to this dreary

spot for upwards of a fortnight. Their fellow-missionaries in

Now Ilorrnlnit, alarmed by their long absence, and fearing

that they might be"in want of provisions, repeatedly sent

Rreonliinders (o giiin inlelligcnce of their situation ; but they

fiiiind it impossible to penetrate with their kajaks through thi

ice. The prisoners, meanwhile, had the good fortune to

meet with a plentiful supply of fish, which freed them from

tiie apprehension of perishing by hunger, and they at length

made their wav through the ice, though at the risk of their

lives, to the main-land. But here they found themselves

at a considerable distance from the settlement, and had

to perform a fatiguing journey over high hills, and down

abrupt valleys, before they arrived at New Herrnhut, hav«

ing been absent a whole month.

Dangerous as these excursions were to the missionaries,

they were at the same time absolutely necessary, their com-

fort during the winter depending on the drift-wood they col-

lected, as the quantity of wood found in Greenland, in a

growing state, is very insignificant. A scarcity of this article

could not therefore but occasion the greatest distress, as was

the case in New Herrnhut, in 1793, when the shoals of loose

ice prevented them from laying in their usual stock for fuel.

During the three coldest months, they were obliged to have

recourse to the disagreeable expedient of heating their rooms

by train-oil lamps, after the manner of the Greenlanders,

reserving the little wood they had left for culinary use.

Though the pursuits of the natives inure them to hardships,

and their uncommon dexterity enables them to brave every

shape and front every danger, yet they frequently fall vic-

tims to the rigours of the clime, and are still more frequently

delivered from situations of the utmost peril, they scarcely

know how.

Two Greenlanders belonging to Lichtenau, returning from
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catcliing seals, found their passage impeded by a new coat of

ice, with which the intense frost had almost instantaneously

overspread the surface of the sea, of such a thickness, that

their oars were soon rendered useless, and they saw no hope

of extricating their kajaks from the fragments wliich jammed

them in on every side. Their desperate situation was noticed

from the sliore, but it was impossible to come to their assist-

ance. At last a rising gale drove them out of sight, together

with the ice-field in which they were embayed, leaving their

friends to suffer all the tortures of the most exquisite suspence.

Fortunately, however, they reached a piece of old ice, the

only one remaining in the bay, where there was barely room

for themselves and their kajaks. On to this they scrambled,

and reposed themselves as well as they could during the

piercing cold of the night. In the morning the new ice had

become so firm that it would bear their weight, and they

walked home in safety.

The very next year, a large party in a woman's boat nut

with a similar disaster, in the name place and accompanied

with nearly the same circumstances. Being overtaken by a

hurricane, and unable to make the land, they took refuge on

a mass of floating ice, drawing up their boat at'ter them with

great diflliculty. Thus situated, they drifted out to sea with

the wind, and were already passing the last island, when the

fury of the storm abated, on which they ventured to launch

tlieir boat and gained the land.

Caleb, a native assistant of Lichtenfels was about the same

time obliged to spend two days and a night in the open air

M'hen tlio winter's cold was most intense. At night-time ho

drew his kajak upon the ice, and slept in it in a sifting pos-

ture, while the thermometer stood at zero of Fahrenheit.

On his return home he meroly complained of thirst, though

he had tasted no food during the whole time of his absence.

But such privations arc of common occurrence among these

bard natives.

Aoothur Graeulauder tind nearly lost his life by an unex-
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ppcted attack from an animal of tlic wliaU; tiil)o, to wliicli Iio

had approaclied too near witli liis kajak. Tlie fisli by a sud-

den spring seized the fore-part of the skin-boat with his ja«s,

raised it completely out of the water, and after upsettinj^ his

enemy retreated into the deep. Two persons who happened

to be at no great distance, iiastened to the spot, and helped

him to recover his balance, so that he escaped withovit any

other injury than the alarm inspired by so unusual a ren-

contre.

But what claims our peculiar attention in this brief re-

view of the hardshijjs and casualties to which life is subject in

these arctic reojions, is the imminent risk incurred by the mis-

sionaries themselves in their passage to and from their sta-

tions. The voyage of Mr. Grillicii to Europe on business of

the mission, is one out of several instances which furnish

this remark. He left Greenland in October, 1798, with a

sliip belonging to Julianahaab, but after plying about for five

weeks in the lower part of the strait, the vessel was so much

damaged by the drift-ice, that she was obliged to return. In

Feb. 1799, he again set sail in the same ship, but the quantity

of drift-ice was greater than before, and hampered them per-

petually from the 18th to tiie 25th oC that month. At length

the captain finding the ship so clogged and damaged that ho

could not hope to save her, resolved to quit her with all tho

property on board. On the last mentioned day, therefore,

the Avhole ship's company began their nifirch over the ice,

dragging a boat after thehi. T!«ey spent two nights in ibo

open air, and had no means of qiionubing their thirst, but by

drinking melted snow. On the tiiird morning they came to

open water, in which they launched their boat, and sailing

five leagues, again reached (he barren coast of Greenland.

Scarcely had they landed when a most tremendous storm

arose with snow and sleet, so that had they been still at sea^

they must all have perished. But they were now in u \cij

disastrous situation, without any food or covering for the

uii;ht. On the following day, however, it ])ltiased God to

l\ \. 9 D u
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BPiul them a favourable wind, with which they sailed five

leagues and reached the colony at Fredericshaab in safety.

After a further detention of a month in this place, Mr. Gril-

lich once more reached Lichtenfels, and finally arrived in

the October following at Copenhagen with the ship from

Godhaab.

Some years afterwards, in 1804, the missionary C. F.

Rudolph and his wife experienced a still more remarkable

preservatio' . m an attempt to return to Europe, after a ser-

vice of twenty-six years in Greenland.

They left Lichtenau, June 18th, and went on })oard the

same evening at Julianahaab, the nearest colony. The ship's

company consisted of twenty-six persons, including the crew

of a vessel stranded in the preceding year near Staatenlmk.

They had on board a cargo of 700 barrels of blubber, but no

peltry, owing to the number of vats with which the vessel

swarmed. After lying a mouth in this bay, blocked up by

the ice, the thip weighed anchor, and wore er way witii

much difficulty to Dutch Harbour, about two miles below

the colony. Here they were again detained for several weeks

by tlie southerly winds, which drove the ice constantly to-

wards the shore.

Intelligence at last arriving from Julianahaab, that the sea

was free from ice ofl" Nunarsuk, the captain again weighed

anchor, though appearances were far from being favourable.

The wiml was S.E. and very high ; U rained heavily, and

there was still much ice in sigiit. During the whole night

they sailed continually between huge fields which made a

roaring noise ; and the sea being rough, the vessel rolled ex-

cessively. To secure her in some degree from the shocks to

which she was exposed, largo i)ieces of ice were fastened to

her sides with grappling irons. In this manner they forced

their way for three days and nights through the icy masses

which surrounded them.

' Early on the 25th of August," writes Mr. Rudolph in

aia jouraal, •• a storm arose from the south-west, which drove
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the ice-mountuitis dose to our ship. Tlic scene was awful

and horrible ; wo expected momently that we should bo

crushed to pieces. As she drove with close-reefed sails before

the wind throtigh a multitude of smaller flaws, she struck

upon a rock, from which, however, ^he got oft' without in-

jury. But soon after, she ran her bows w;ith sucii force

against a large ice-field, that several ])lanks started at once,

and tlie water rushed rapidly into her. Tiio captain immt di-

ately jumped into the small boat with part of the crew, and

having landed them on a large field of ice, returned for am-

ther party. The rest were employed in unloosing the lar ;e

boat, with the intention of saving themselves in it; for the

ship was filling fast with water, and perceptibly going down

(in her starboard side, till, by the time the boat was hoisted

out, only the larboard gunwale appeared above water. The

captain and all the sailors having left the ship, my wife and I

were left alone above our knees in water, holding fast by the

shrouds. At last Captain Kiiir, of the stranded vessel, came

to our assistance, saying, ' I cannot possibly forsake these

good i)eople.' By his friendly aid we got into the boat, and

had our hammock and bed secured. Several tons of ship-

biscuit, and other necessaries, with all the paptjrs and letters

on board, were also lowered into the boat.

" We now left the wreck, being about twenty-eight miles

distant from Lichtenau, and about a league from the neigh-

bouring headland of \'unarsuk. Our boat was heavily laden

with men and baggage, and had already taken in much water.

The sea broke over us continually, and the steersman fearing

that the boat would sink, made for the nearest island. It

|)roved to be a rough pointed and naked rock, deeply exca-

Nated in many places by the dashing of the breakers. Af(er

ascending to some height, however, we found a small spot

covered with low grass. We now endeavoured to laiul our

provisions, but the waves beat frightfully against the rock,

and tossed the boat up and down so furiously, that she broke

from her moorings, and was hurried out to sea, Ei^ht uieu
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iniinediatoly pushed oft' iii tlic small boat in the liopo of recf>-

vrring her. Tliey succeeded in overtaking her, and four of

lliem instantly leaped on board, but tiie fury of the storni,

vliich whirled the waves like smoke through the air, batlled

all their cfTorts to regain the landing-place ; they were driven

to the other side of the island amongst heaps of ice and foam-

ina: breakers, and we now beheld with horror, both our boats

tTushed to pieces ; nor did we entertain the least doubt that

all the eight sailors had perished, as it appeared impossil)le

that they could get over the ire to shore, while the waves rose

so high. All our hopes now vanished, and the whole com-

pany gave themselves up to loud cries and lamentations, see-

ing no other prospect than that of miserably perishing by

ininger on this nufvcd rock. In the evening we '<iy down to

rost, dose together, without tent or covering. We were

Avct through, and lay in a pool of water; for as it rained hea-

vily and incessantly during the whole of this and the following

day and night, the water flowed down in torrents from the

siminiit of the rock.

" Aug. 20, we saw three men walking on the shore, op-

posite to the s[)ot where the boats had been wrecked, and

concluded that these were the only sur\<vors of the party.

They fici'd (he only oiir they had saved in the ground, as a

signal, and tied a handkerchief to if.

" Aug. 27, the captains, their mates, and the greatest

part of the crew, prepared to make an attempt to gain the

shore, by walking across the ice. By leaping from piece to

piece, inul drawing them nearer when they wen' at too great a

distaiirc, with leather thongs and hooks, they, with fhc^ ut-

most (liliiculty, accom|)lished fiieir object. We willingly

ivouM lune ventured along with them; bat having fasted for

two di lys, we were ( onscious that we could not hear the fa-

tigues of such a jduriiey. We were now alone on the rock

with the ship's cook, whom weakness likewise j)rev(uited from

following his conirmlfs. Tu this dreadful situation, ouri)nly

liope and trust was in the Lord, our Almighty Saviour. We
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were comfortcil in Ix.'lieving- tliat Ho watclics over Iiis children,

aud that without His will, not a hair of their head will fall to

the j;round. Whenever the sun shone, we employed our-

selves in drying the few things we liad saved i'rom the wreciv

;

but we were at last so enfeebled by hunger, that we were

scarcely able to do even that, having nothing to support life

but fresh water, collected in the holes and crannies of the

rock. All day long we looked out towards tiie opposite

siiort's, in tiie hope of descrying the Greenlanders •oming to

otir rescue ; but no Greenlanders came, and we gave way to

the dreadful supposition, that tiie ship's crew had perished on

the road. The thoughts of ending our lives on tiiis barren

rock, and lying here unburied, to glut the maw of ravens and

sea-fowl, which were constantly hovering around us, and

seemed impatient for their prey, troubled us for a sliort inter-

val ; but the consolations of our Saviour supported us, and

we soon felt entirely resigned to his will

" At length, on the 2nd of September, Sister Rudolph

hiil»pening to raise herself up from the hard couch on which

they sought repose for their emaciated limbs, espied tu((

Greenlanders in their kajaks making towards them, and

hailing them. A new life now seemed to animate their limbs

;

they climbed to the summit of the rock, and shouted w ith all

^heir might to make themselves heard. It appeared that these

(ireenlanders, who, according to promise, had been dis-

patched by the captain to bring them off, had been roving

about the island the whole day, and seemg no person upon

il, were just about to return, concluding that they were dead.

From them the missionaries received a few herrings and some

seals' fat, Jifter being without food for nine days. Hut as

the Greenlanders had no boat with them besides their kajaks,

they were obliged to remain on the rock till the evening ol

the next day, when a woman's boat arrived for them. On
the 4th they came to an island where they found the greater

part of the ship's crew, aud the party who had been wrecked

ii> the two boats, with the exception of one i/ia^. Tlicio
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latter held siifl'ercd extreme hurdships, as was evident in their

a])peiirance ; for tliey were quite emaciated, and had larjjo

red spots in their eyes.

" They arrived at the colony of Jidiaiiahaab, on the Stii,

and after recruitinpf their strengtli, proceeded in a few days

to Liciitenaii, where they were received w ith the most affec-

tionate welcome, and with heartfelt prratitiide to God, who

had so wondroiisly wrought out their deliverance. Ilavinq;

remained iiere till the followina: May, they set out in a Green-

land boat for Lichtenfels, where they arrived, aitcr a peril-

ouA voyage of four hundred miles along the coast, in the end

of June."

A parly of Christian Greenlanders, having celehratod

Christmas at the settlement of Lichtenau, were returning (o

one of the out-places, where they resided, according to an

order of government, intended to promote the interests of

Iradf. They set out in a skin-boat, or umiak, in January.

1813, when the thermometer was twelve degrees tnuler

Reaumer's freezing point. Before they had proceeded far

the floating ice encountered them, closed upon them, and

crushed their boat to pieces. The party escaped upon a

large field of ice, and drove about for four-and-twenty hours,

w lieu, during the night, a violent storm arose from the north,

which carried them out to sea. Here they must have perished,

as nothing more was heard of them. They were seventeen

in number, old and young.

A Greeulander being besot by the ice, and in danger of

being crushed to death, was obliged to jump upon a large

tiake, and drag his kajak with a seal after him for three miles,

f."e<jiient!y breaking in up to the arm-pits. Another time, a

woman's boat split in two ; but four kajaks instantly rowed

up to the spot, and lashing themselves two and two together,

conveyed the female party safe to laud. As a missionary was

going with some Greenlanders in an umiak to the Sound,

Mfter they had rowed a con.siderable way, their boat began

to niok, nud (heir dauger was observed by those uu bhure, bucl^
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who immediately sent to apprize them of their situation. It

was only with the utmost exertion, tiiat they eflected a timely

landins^. On unloading the boat, they found a large hole in

the bottom, which they sewed up, and put out again to sea.

A widower, on the point of a new marriage, went out to

catch some fish for his wedding-dinner. On his return, he

overset : but as he was not far from land, he crept out of his

kajak, laid himself flat upon it, and comuiitting himself to

the mercy of the waves, was driven by them to the shore.

Four of the brethren, in a dreadful snow-storm, fell among

the driving ice, and could neither get backwards nor for-

wards. After a long and wearisome toiling, they at length

raade the land, but the waves were so impetuous and bois-

terous, that they could not go on shore without being dashed

to pieces against the rocks. They only wished that one might

escape to tell the fate of the rest. At last, however, the

tide dispersed the pieces of ice in such a manner, that they

could proceed ou their way, and they arrived safe and well at

Lichtenfeis.

Two Greenlanders, dispatched with letters to Frederics-

haab, related on their return, that they Mere obliged to sit

two nights in the kajaks upon the ice, which at first kept con-

tinually breaking, till at last they met with a firm piece.

During the third night, they arrived at a house. Had they

not met with this asylum, they must have perisiicd with thirst,

having had no water for two days and nights. The sweat

occasioned by their severe labour, had penetrated through

their clothes, and was instantly congealed into ice by the ex-

treme cold. Their kajaks were much damaged, and one per-

son had his hand frozen.

As Petei Budberg, one of tlie brethren, was crossing a

pond, the frozen snow gave way under him, and he fell into

the water. Having a belt round his body, his fur coat ex-

panding on the surface, held liim up, till he could reach the

bottom with his long leaping staff. He then threw himself

buck wards upon the firm ice, audsucceeded iu gaiuingthc land.
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Jonas, a lively child, about three years old, lost its life

under a fjreat floe of ice, driven on shore, behind wliicli

Borae Grcenlanders had seated themselves to bask in the sun.

They iuul all left the ice, and the mother was ^-one to fetch

her child a draught of water, when the heat of the sun broke

off a large piece, which crushed him to death.

In case of family quarrels amongst the natives, one of the

parties, but more commonly tlifi man, runs away into the wil-

derness, and lives and dies in voluntary seclusion from hu-

man society. Abia, an inhabitant of Lichtenfels, sud-

denly disappeared, in November 1785, and as his empty

kajak was found some time after, cast on the shore, the ge-

neral belief was, that he had perished at sea. Nearly ten

years afterwards, a Greenlander affirmed, that in a solitary

excursion to catch eider-fowl, ho had seen the long-lost

Abia, sitting on a hill, and had conversed with him. He
told him his name, and enquired after his wife and children,

adding, " that he had withdrawn from the society of men,

merely on his wife's account. The first winter had passed

very heavily, but time rendered his solitude more bearable,

and he now felt perfectly at ease. Having provided him-

self largely with powder and shot, when he went away, and

using it sparingly, he had still a store remaining. He
thought much of his children, and of the Saviour, and trusted

in his mercy. He had always cherished the wish to speak

with one human being and only one before his death ; that

wish was now satisfied, and he would never again suffer him-

self to be seen by man." After making this solemn decla-

ration, he beckoned the intruder to be gone. He was co-

vered with rein-deer pelts, coarsely tied together, and had

on a cap of hare-skin bis boots had the appearance of be-

uig netted.

Minute and consistent as this statement appears, the mis •

sionaries however express some doubt whether this interview,

which rests on the testimony of a single person, may not

have been the delusive presentation of a dream. There i$
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not the same ground fur tlislrust, witli re^^nnl to anotlu-r

convert, Peter, who eloped from the same seitlenienf, into

the desert, and is said to have been seen several times in the

summer of 1797, hut could he induced by no persuasions to

return.

An abortive project of the same kind is related in the diary

of New Herrnliut for 1803, and the passage merits no-

lice, as being an agreeable proof of the sincerity and open-

hearted disposition of (he converts. One of the native bre-

thren from Kangek, called upon the missionaries to confess,

as he said, his abominal)le intentions. lie stated that on ac-

cotmt of many quarrels w hich had late occurred in his family,

and of which he owned his own inconsiderate language

to have been the cause, he had resolved to forsake them,

and escape into the wilderness. With this intention, he set

olT in his kajak, and spent some nights in a lonely place

:

" But," continued he, " as I was about to proceed to a still

greater distance, I thought, oh, how happy are those peo-

ple whom the Lord himself reproves and chastens when they

are going astray ? Oh ! that 1 were one of them ! As 1

was rowing along, all at once the sea seemed to assume a

most dreadful appearance, and with all my exertions, I

coul'd not get forward. My kajak appeared to be fixed to

the bottom, though I was in the deepest part of the bay. I

was frightened, turned about, and immediately rowed to the

shore. Here I passed a sorrowful night, and as soon as it

was day, returned with shame and repentance to my family.

Now 1 thank our Saviour most fervently, that he delivered

me from the ways of destruction. Never more will I fol-

low the impulse of my own heart ; but he shall be my only

Lord and master."

The natives lead outwardly a pretty orderly life, and it

rarely occurs that any thing unbecoming is perceived in thei»

conversation or intercourse with each other. The women

are seldom guilty of incontinence, with the exception ofyoung

widows, and those divorced from their husbands. Such fre-

P. V. 9 E B
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qiiciitly push their fortune by selling their illegitimate off-

spring to the childless, or by adoptions into other families,

but seldom marry a second time. Single persons of both

sexes have rarely any connection ; and a maid would take it

as an aO'ront were a young fellow to oiler her a pinch of snulF

in company.

A man seldom thinks of marrying till he is twenty years

of age. About this time of life he generally piUlics upon

a woman nearly of his own age, and informs his parents or

nearest relations upon whom he has fixed his choice. The

dowry of the bride, which consists in nothing more than het

clothes, knife, lamp, and at most a stone-kettle, is not so

much regarded as her cleverness in sewing and managiug

household aflairs. She, on the other hand, looks chiefly to

his skill as a hunter. The parents are not long about giv-

ing their consent, for they leave their children, and espe-

cially their sons, free to follow their own inclinations in every

thing. Two old women are immediately dispatched to ue-

gociate matters with the parents of the bride. They at first

say nothing of the marriage contract, and speak highly in

praise of the bridegroom and his family. The damsel di-

rectly falls into the greatest appareut consternation, and

runs out of doors tearing her bunch of hair ; for single wo-

men always affect the utmost bashfuhiess and aversion to any

proposals of marriage, lest they should lose their reputation

for modesty, though their destined husbands be previously

well assured of their acquiescence. However their reluct-

ance is not always dissembled, but often really producrw

surprising etfects. Some females, v\hen a husband is pro-

posed to them, will fall into a swoon, elope to i desert place

or cut oft' their hair, which among Grcenlanders it esteemed

a mark of the deepest despondency. In the latter case they

are seldom troubled with farther addresses. Tliis horror of

matrimony may possibly originate in the frequent example,

of divorced wives and overbearing concubines.

During their daughter's bashCul fit, the parents tacitly
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xumpl«,

tacitiv

r.onijjly witli tin; ])ro[)osal, without any express appro^ja-

tion. TIk! women tlien \!;o in searcli of tlie refractory maid,

and drag' licr forcil)Iy into lier suitor's Iiouse, vlicre slu- sits

for several days quit*! disconsolate, witli disli(!velled liair,

and refuses nourishment. When friendly exiiortations aro

iinavaiiinj^, she is compelled by force and even blows lo re-

ceive lirr Imsband. Should she elope, she is brought back

and treated more harshly than before.

Some parents, however, provide a settlement for tiieir

children, or betroth them in childhood, confirming the con-

tract by mutual pledges. The parties then cohabit as soon

as they please, without any ceremony. Somclinies a mar-

ried man will drag another wife home by force, whom he

finds alone or at a dance. In the latter case he must pro-

vide himself with seconds, lest a scullle should ensue, which

however seldom happens.

First cousins or strangers adopted into one family and

ediicatcd together, seldom intermarry. On the other hand

flxamples occur, though they are raro, of a man mar-

rying two sisters, or a mother and her daughter. Such

conduct draws down general odium upon the parties con-

cerned.

Polgamy is not common among them, as scarce one out

of twenty has two wives. Those who marry several are

not despisud, but merely regarded as clever providers

;

and since it is esteemed a disgrace to have no children,

and especially no son to support their declining age, such

childless persons as are competent to maintain several,

will seldom restrict themselves to one. They indeed, in

such a case, expose themselves to the criticism of their

neighbours, whether their motive was genuine zeal for

the welfare of their family, or only a lascivious disposition.

Those men who marry three or four wives, or women who

cohabit with several husbands, are subjected to universal

censure. Many women conceive a disgust for polygamy,

especially since they have heard that it is prohibited in
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thrisliiiii romitiics; otlii-rs j'licotiraf;^ flu-ir liiishdiids (o Ifc,

or else purchiiso the coiijurati(M<s of iiii Ang«'kok lo c-Muin

issue.

Their connubial intrrcourse is ("on«luct«'(l with tolerable

(locoruui. If any infidelity octMirs in the wife, the injured

husband does not seek present puuisluiicnt, but smothers

his resentment, till he has an opportunity of revenging him-

self in a similar way. The disau:re(>nient indeed seldom

passes over without contumelious expressions on both

sides, and frequently costs tlie wife a black eye, which is

rather surprisinij, as they are not at all quarrelsome or ad-

dicted to blows. The marriage contract is not so irrevoca-

ble, that the husband may not divorce his wife, especially

if slie has no children. Little ceremony is used on the occa-

sion. He only gives her a sour look, marches out of doors

and absents himself for a few days. She immediately

takes the bint, packs up her eflects, and withdraws to her

relations, demeaning herself in future as discreetly as pos-

sible, in order to chagrin him, and bring scandal upon his

conduct.

Sometimes a wife absconds, because she cannot put up

with the behaviour of her associates in house-keeping.

This mostly arises from the husband's mother exercising nii

undue superiority, and treating h(s wife as little better than

her maid. It rarely happens tlia< a separation tiikes place

when they have children, and especially sons, who are

their greatest treasure, and best security against future

want. Should a divorce take place, the children always

follow their mother, and, even after her decease, never can

be prevailed upon to assist their father even in his old age.

Instances have occurred in which either hnsbaiid or wife,

and especially the former, have (led into the wilderness,

lived many years in the cleft of a rock, upon the uncertain

produce of the chace, and shunned the society of men till

death. No one will venture alone near the residence of

such a recluse, considering their lives iii danger witbin his



TO Tin; NOIITI) P(U-E. S18

reach. Scjmrations most froqucnfly take pluco l)«tw«cn

young couples, who had not duly weighed tlie consequence.'^

of marriage, Tlie older they grow, the more lovingly they

treat each other.

When a man's only wife dies, ho adorns his person,

house, and children, as well as his means will allow. Par-

ticularly his kajalc and darts, which are his principal valua-

bles, must be in the best repair, in order to attract the

notice of the females. lie however absents himself from all

parties of pleasure, and never marries again before the lapse

of a year, though he may have young children, and no one

to care for them. If he happens to have a concubine, she

immediately occupies the place of the deceased, after join-

ing in the lamentation of the surviving relatives, and leading

the funeral dance ; her countenance suffused with a flood

of crocodile tears, nil the while betraying her inward joy-

fulness of heart. She extols the virtues of the dead, caresses

her children more than her own, and laments over their

toss; but meanwhile so artfully suggests improvements in

the household nianagemeiil, that a stranger has reason to

be surprised at the insinuating address of this otherwise

unpolished people.

The women are not very prolific. Their children seldom

exceed three or four in number, and are born, on an average,

OHO (-vory two or three yeais. When told of the fecundity

of (he Europeans, they compare them contemptuously to

their dogs. Twins, monstrous births, and miscarriages are

very rare. In general the mother goes on with her tisiial

occupations, till a few hours before her accouchement, and

resumes them very soon after the child is born. 'J'lie pa-

rents or midwife give it a name, takoii lro\i\ some animal,

utensil, part of the body, or deceased relations. Thoy ])ru-

fer that of its grand-parents, whose memory they thereby

wish to perpetuate. But if the latter died or were killed

early in lif«', they avoid all mention of their names, in or-

il»r not to renew the pain occasioned by their death. N.iy,
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if n child 1ms been called lifter a prison, since tlccensed,

they compassionately chan:^e the name lor another. It

also frefjuently happens that a man gets so many appella-

tions from various ridiculous or shameful occurrences, that

he hardly knows which to adopt, being determined on all

occasions to chooso the most honourable.

Their fondnesi for their children is great. The mother

carries them while walking, and doing all sorts of work,

npon her back, and suckles them three or four years, hav-

ing no other nourishment delicate enough for an infant.

Many children die when they are forced to make room for

another at die breast, being unable to digest the coarse food

sub..titutecl for milk. Should a child be deprived of its mo-

ther in early infancy, it must inevitably follow her to tlio

grave.

Their children grow up without any chastisemei t eitlior

by words or blows. Indeed severe punishment is not sg

necess?iry with their children, Avho are very quiet, sheepish,

and not at all mischievously inclined. Besides, their dispo-

sition is such, that in case they cannot be prevailed u])oii

to do any thing by entreaties or arguments, they would

rather suffer themselves to be beatcki to death than com-

pelled to it. Whether this be their natural temper, or the

effect ofan unrestrained will, it is diflicult to decide.

The interval between their second and fifth year in gene-

ral forms an exception to the above remarks. Tlwy are

then very restless, crying, scratching, and striking all that

come in their way ; but should a mother suffer her paticii*:^

to be exhausted and strike her child, especially if it be a

son, who from his birth is regarded as the future lord of the

house, she would ensure her husband's reseiitinoiit. Tho

nearer their children arrive at years of maturity, the more

quiet and tractable they become. Very little of d..,)licity,

self-will, or other gross failings, is observable in their co/i-

duct. They follow their parents willingly, because it suitii

their iucHnations, but expect kind tri;ulmcut iu return, and

dan(

or
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if required in perform somethiiit!; iif^ainst their will, an-

swer calmly, " I will not do it." Iii!;ratitude m growii«

up children towards their old decrepid parents, is scarcely

ever exemplified among them. Indeed their character

seems in most respects to form an exact opposite to that

of children born in civilized countries, whose inward de-

pravity becomes more and more developed as they advance

in years.

As soon as a boy gett th"* full use of his limbs, his father

puts a small bow and arrows into his hands, and makes

him practise shooting or throwing stones at a mark on the

sea-shore. He also gives him a knife to cut toys for

liis amusement. When his son is ten years old, he fur-

nishes him with a kajak, that he may exercise himself in

company with other boys in rowing, recovering his position

when overset, and catching birds or fishes. In his fifteenth

year he must attend his father to the seal fishery. Of the

Jirst seal which he catches, an entertainment is given to the

neighbours and inmates of the family, during which the

young adventurer relates how he accomplished his exploit.

The guests express their surprise at his dexterity, and

praise the flesh as peculiarly excellent; and the females

afterwards begin to choose a wife for him. Those who are

iinable to catch seals are held in the greatest contempt, and

must live like the women upon uiks which they catch on the

ice, muscles, and dried herrings. Many instances occur

of those who are absolutely unable to .attain the art. When
a young man is twenty years of age ho must be able to

manufacture his own kajak and fishing tackles, and to equip

himself with every thing necessary for a <3'recnlaii(ler.

Some years after he marries, Imt fixes his residence near

that of ins parents during their life-time, employing his mo-

tliei as housekeeper.

The girls do nothing till they are fourteen, but sing,

dance and romp about, except ])erha|)S raring for a child,

or fetching water. They aro then employed in sewingi
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cooking, and dressing leather. When they ucqnlre sufTi-

cient strength they must learn to row in a woman's boat,

and help to build houses.

All grown-up women spend a life of slavY«ry. While

they remain with tiioir parents they are well of!'; but from

twenty years of age till death, their life s one series of

anxieties, wretchedness, and toil. When their father dies,

they inherit nothing, and must serve in other families, where

they indeed do not lack a sufficiency of food, but are badly

off for decent cloathing. For want of this, especially if

they are not handsome, or clever at their work, they must

remain single. They never can make choice of a hasband ;

and should any one marry thcni, they live for the first year,

especially if without children, in continual dread of a di-

vorce. If this takes place, they must enter into service

again, and are often forced to barter their chastity in ex-

change for the necessaries of life. Even if a wife rejiiains

witJi her husband, she must serve as his mother's maid,

and often puts up with a blow in the face, besides perha|)9

being forced to pay her court to several other mistresses.

When he dies she has no other jointure than what she

brought with her, and must serve more submissively in ano-

ther family on account of her children, than a single maid

vho can go away when she pleases. But if a widow hap-

pens to have grown-up sons, her situation is often prefer-

able to that of a married woman, because she has their do-

mestic concerns entire'y at her disposal. Very old women

generally pass for witches, and sometimes have no objec-

tion (o this reputation, as it is attended with present profit

:

but most of tlicm come to a lamentable end, as, upon the

least suspicion of having bewitched some one, they are

stoned, precipitated into the ocean, or stabbed and cut to

pieces ; and should they even escape this suspicion, if they

become burdensome, tliey arc often either buried alive, or

eompelled to throw themselves into tho seu. The |>re-
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tended motive of their relatives for siicb glaring impiety is

oompiission, but their real one i? avarice.

In spite of all their cares, toils, and vexation, the women

commonly arrive at a greater age than the men, who, by

spending most of their time at sea, in snow and rain, in the

severest winter, as well as during the heat of the summer,

and by alternate fasting and gluttony, as they generally

pine themselves during the day, but gormandize so much
< ?'iore at night, they are so debilitated that they seldom

nti; • :ne age of fifty. Besides, as many perish in '.iie waves,

tbr,' po))ulation of Greenland car tains a greater proportion oi

females. The women frert>!c:ntly live eighty years and up-

wirds. At this age, those among them who are not condemned

for witchcraft uniformly become instruments of mischief,

betaking themselves to lying, slandering, or match-making,

to gain a livelihood ; and above all, instil their ridiculous

superstitions into the minds of young persons, thereby pre-

venting them from a rational inquiry into the truths of Chris-

tianity.

The method the Greenlandcrs make use of in dressing

leather for their clothes, boots, and shoes, which is the chief

employment - f Mif. women, is briefly as foiIows. For their

hairy seal '•.'>» bfiss, they scrape the skin thin, soak it

twenty-fo' r
'

. > in the urine tub to extract the oil, and

then stre:':i . it- fgs on the grass todrv. In the subse-

quent operation ^ <hessing, it is sprinkled with urine,

smoothed with pumice stone, and softened by friction be-

wecn the hands. The sole-loather is steeped several days

in the urine-tub. They then scrape od' the loosened huir with

a knife or pull it out with their teeth, and lay the skin to dry.

The leather called erisek, of which they manufacture the

legs of boots, and the upper leather of shoes, is prepared

he same way us the kapifek, but is scrancd thiu-irly

ner. * • ihu they also make the great coats, which the

mendri!. fy 'he.i usual dress when they ^o a fishing. It

is indeed soon soaked through and througli by die sall-wulej

V. V. 10. 1'
I
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and rain, but keeps tlie iiHtler-drcss dry, and is often worn

hv Eiir()i)ean sailors. The smooth black skins (ervfiak)

worn on shore, besides undergoinf? (he abovementioned pre-

paration, receive an additional rubbiii<;', which renders them

more ])llable, bat at the saniO time unlit to keep out water

or for the i i ifacture of shoes and boots.

To cover tJ is, they choose tlie strongest and thick-

est seal-skins. '. leave a quantity of blubber on the in-

side, roll them up, and either sit upon ihem several weeks,

or lay fhem under some grass in the sun, till the hair be-

comes quite loose. Then after being softened by lying a

lew (lavs in the saltwater, they are found ready for covering

women's boats and kajaks. In doing tliis tiicy draw the

borders of the skin together with their teeth, and then sew

them up, afterwards daubing the seams with old seal's blub-

ber instead of pitch, to prevent their leaking. Great cau-

tion must be used not to injure the surface of the leather, be-

cause if this is in the least damaged, the salt water E.on

corrodes it into holes. Pieces of waste leather they scrape

thin, and lay ti.em on the snow, or hang them up to bleach,

tometimcs coloring them with Hr-bark, which they strip off

branches driven near the shore by the waves. This opera-

tion is performed with the teeth. The skins of birds arc lirst

detached from the head, and then drawn over the body. Af-

ter scraping off the fat with a muscle shell, they hand tiiem

about by way of a collation to guests of respectability, to chevi

between meals. They are afterwards soaked in the urine-tub.

dried and eaten. The skin on the backs of sea-fowl is ma-

nufactured into a thin, light under-dress, and that which co-

vers their bellies into warm wiuitr clothing. Of the skin of

(he neck, they make fme dresses for extraordinary occasions,

turning the feathers outside.

The din«Tent ollices of husband and wife are far moro

clearly distinguished among tlieni, than among Europeans.

Each knows his own iiusiness, ;nid never intiuferes in tin;

oliicTs alliiirs. Tlu^ nian niiikes his hiinling and fishing im-

plements, and Uie frame work of iht.' boats, and bis wile



ro Tin; nokth i'dlk. 210

covers tliciii \Mtli IcatliL-r. ITe Imiits and fislies, but ha\in{^

brouj^lit liis booty to land, troubles liimsolf no further about

it ; for tt would he a stigma on iiis cliaracter, it" he so much

as drew a seal out of the water. 'I'he women perform the

offices of butchers, cooks, tanners, sempstresses, masons,

and shoemakers, furnished only witli a crooked knife in the

shape of u crescent, several large and small needles, a thim-

ble, and their own teeth, witli which they stretch the lea-

ther in tannin;^ or cllrryin;^^ With the exception of the

woodwork, they build the houses and tents, and though they

have to carry stones, almost heavy enough to break their

backs, the men look on with the greatest insensibility, not

Kiirring a finger to assist them. As some compensation for

these toils, they have; the entire' management of the ]iroduce

of the chase, exc(>pting the blubber, which is sold by the Ims-

band ; and in the absence of the latter they may feast with-

out restraint. When all their provision is consumed, they

will fast quite j)atiently, or eat the remnants of old shoes,

and oidy the necessities of their children seem to afllict tliem.

When a married jjair have no grown-up children, they

frecpiently adopt one or more orjdian boys and girls, or a wi-

dow, to assist in hnnting or housekeeping, and to supply

the future wants of the I'amily. Though used as servants,

they sulfer no compulsion. The boy is regarded as the fu

turi! master of the hous(>, and the girl is left to her own op-

lion either to slay in the family, or to seek another sittiation.

A mastfr never uidicts blows upon his servant, and to strike

a lUidd would be deemed a great rejiroat'li.

In the diitiness and disorder of their housekee|)ing, the

(jlreenhuulers, at first sight, seem to resemble a society

of gypsies. It is almost sickening to view their hands and

faces smeared with grease, their food cook(!d and eaten so

disgustingly, and th<'ir filthy clothes swarming with vermin.

Yet an attentive observer w ill percei\ e an appearance of or-

der and good management in some branches of their domes-

lie economy, which thi i^^h it may not cuinilcrlialance their

i 1 J
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uncleariliness. could scarcely bo surpassed by Europeans in

their circumstances; and their habitations, with all their lil-

thiness, have often aflbrded foreigners a welcome refuse

from the fury of the tempest. Ten families frequently live

in a house not much above ton fathoms lonj, and two broad,

vet their confined dwellings and scanty furniture, are always

in good order. As to the hunting and fishing accoutre-

ments, the man is always repairing or improving them.

Such articles of dress as are not in daily use they lay by

in leathern sacks, shaped nearly like a chest, and neatly

enil)roidercd with various devices. Their water vessels are

made paitly of wood, ornamented with bone, partly of cop-

jicr ; and arc kept so clean that an European would feel no

(lisn;ust at drinking out of them, were the water not fetched

in foetid leathern buckets. Grcenlanders are seldom seen

easing themselves. They choose a sequestered spot, and

if «o delicate in this point that they will not eat any vege-

tables, not even the valuable scurvy grass, because they

grow most abundantly in places frequented fortius purpose.

Their quiet, sociable disposition, is highly praiseworthy.

There is less noise and confusion in a Greenland house in-

liabited by ten couples, with numerous children of different

ages, than in a single European one, where only two rela-

tions reside with their families. When a Greenlander con-

siders himself injured by his neighbour, he retires without

any reprisals into another house. They assist each other

willingly, and in some respects live in common, without any

one becoming dependant or idle. Whoever returns in the

evening after a successful fishing excursion, especially if it

1)0 in winter, when seals are scarce and diflicult to catch,

bliares his provision vitli all the poor widows in tlie house,

besides inviting several neighbours to his table. But no

one, be he ever so poor and hungry, will beg for any thing to

I'iit. J ndetnl the prevailing hospitality both towards friends

niid strangers, makes it perfectly needless, and is the more

net't'ssary and laudable, as they may sometimes »cour {!).'
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to

bays, for a circuit of several miles, witliout nier ting with m

sing'Ie seui.

Tlieir deportment in the social intercourse of everv-day

life is discreet, cautious, friendly, miuiuerly and modest.

They are, however, perfect strangers to falso shame, jea-

lous reserve, or affectation, though they have the art of dis-

sembling their wishes and inclinations. Their concern ia

iiotto shine among their equals, but to avoid rendering them-

solves ridiculous, and tarnishing their good name. If true

politeness may be allow'd to exist without artificial phrases,

unmeaning compliments, and strange or ridiculous gri-

maces, the Greenlanders are a polite people. Salutations

;uid marks of respect are indeed incomprehensible to them.

They laugh to see an European standing bare-headed be-

lore his superior, or a servant submitting to ill-usage from

liis nuister. The children aud domestics, however, siunv

liie reverence to age, and all behave respectfully to one ano.

(her.

In company they are loquacious, and fond of ironical re-

marks. A satirical nmuner is more efl'ectual in debating with

them, than the most solid arguments or remonstrances, de-

livered in a grave, austere tone. If they are hard pressed

in a dispute, they bcome head-strong and obstinate. They

are anxious to please, or rather not to displease each other,

and carefully avoid whatever might excite uneasiness. This

principle seems to run through all their actions. No one

interrupts another in the course of conversation ; nor do they

willingly contradict each other, much less give way to cla-

morous brawling. If an uHVont is ofiered, the injured party

iloi's not atttmipt to retaliate either by violence or abusive

language ; their diflerences therefore seldom proceed to open

'jinirrels, and their language does not furnish one single

word expressive of abuse or execration. They laugh at

«li;it they think laiighajjlc, but most heartily v. hen an J'luro-

pean is tlie subjiict ; yet their mirth is not rude or noisy.

Tiny are not ashami.'d of thinjj-i wliich are not in tliemsclves
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unnatural and iiuloceiit, nor will tlicy iieiir to lie rrjiri mantled

for llicin. Tiiey are liowover no complaisant as to iorhoar

thflse rudenesses in (ho presence of Europeans, as soon as

they understand tliat their ccmpany will otherwise be disa-

grceable.

Tn their visits, they carry with them a small present of

eatables or peltry. If they are respectable and agreeable

guests, they are welcomed with singing. All hands are

employed in drawing on sliore and unloadhig their boats, and

every one is eager to have the guests in his own house.

Tluiy meanwhile are silent, and wait fill the invitations are

repeated. On their entrance, the upper garments are taken

off and laid upon the rack to dry. They are then acconmio-

dated with dry clothes and a soft skin for a cushion. The
most honourable seat is the i)ench, which the Europeans ge-

nerally decline. The men and women sit separate. The

men converse very gravely on the subject of the weather and

hunting; the women, after howling in concert for (heir de-

ceased relatives, amuse themselves with stories. The snutf-

horn, which is made of the antlers of the deer, elegantly

mounted with tin or copper, is liberally handed round (he

circle ; and (hey snuff up the contents with their nostrils,

without any intermediate conveyance.

The entcrtaiimient is in the mean time laid out, to which

^he whole family, and occasionally some neighbours, are in-

vited. The visitors seem to be vastly indill'erent about what

passes, and require much })ressing to begin, lest they .should

appear poor or greedy- Three or four dishes are the cus-

tomary compliment, but a large feast consists of more. A
merchant, at a banquet to which he was invited, with seve-

ral respectable (Jreenlanders, counted the follow ins?- dishes;

dried herrings ; dried seal's flesh ; the same boiled ; half

raw or putrid seal's flesh called mikiak ; boiled awks; j)art

of a whale's tail in a half putrid state, which was considered

as the princi|)al dish ; dried salmon ; dried rein-deer veni-

son
;
i'rcsor\e» of crowbenirs, nii\ed wilh the chyh- from
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the maw of the rein-deer ; and lastly, the same enriched with

(rain-oil.

The table-tnlk is kept up for several hours without any

other topic than the seal- hunt. Their stories are indeed

sufllcicntly lengthy, but they are told with such animation,

(hat the hearers feel no inclination to yawn. If the harpoon-

ing of a seal for instance is described, they particularize time

and place with (he utmost minuteness, point out every move-

ment made by themselves or the seal, imitate with the left

iiand all the windings and doublings of the animal, and with

(ho right the motions of their kajak, their manner of holding

tlie dart, taking aim, and finally piercing their mark ; and

ail (iiis with such truth and nature, (hat it is impossible to

withhold admiration. The children, who derive the chief

profit from these narrations, listen with deep a(tention ; but

they say nothing, except in reply to a question, and (hen

their answer is short and modest.

If Europeans are in company, their accounts of their own

country arc received with pleasure. Relations of this kind,

however, to be intelligible (o them, must be illustrated by

loniparisons. For example :
" A city or country has so

many inhabitants, that such a certain number of whales will

scarcely supply thoni with food for a day. They eat no whales

in that country, but bread, which grows out of tho ground

like grass, and the flesh of animals which have horns ; and

they arc carried about upon the backs of great and strong

beasts, or drawn upon a wooden frame."

The auditors now call bread, grass; oxen, rein-deer; and

iiDFsos, great dogs. They wonder at every thing, and ex-

press a desire to dwell in so fine and fertile a country ; but

tliis inclination vanishes when they are told that thunder is

frequent, and no seals are found there. They likewise listen

with willingness to discourse about God and religion as long

Rs no application is made to themselves, and their siipersti-

lious fables and customs allowed to pass uncensured,

When the feast is conchnletl, llic strangers are liospilahiy
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<lirecto(l to a Hlc('|)ini^' place apart, nnd supplied with new

pelts ; but tlicy sit u|) uut of pulitciifss, till the master of the

liuuse has letied tu rest.

Thoir trudiriif ne^;ociiitioiis are very .simply and concist'Iy

conducted. They make nuituai cxchancjes with each other

for wliat they need ; and us they have a childish fondness lor

novelty and variety, this bartering is carried on in some easel

to an indelinite extent, and to the no small detriment of

their domestic economy The most useful article is bartered

for a worthless triile which chances to strike their eye, and

a valuable bargain is rejecte:!, if the offered commodity does

not exactly please them.

They have no disposith)n^ to over-reach eacii other, still

less to steal, which is considered as excessively disgraceful

;

but if they can contrive to cheat or rob an European, they

boast of it, and plume themselves on their superior cunning.

Their commerce is partly amongst themselves, and partly

with iactors and sailors. Amongst themselves they hold a

kind of fair. Every large concourse of Greenlanders, at a

dance, or the winter festival of the sun, is frequented by

persons who expose their wares to view, and make known

what commodities tliey want in exchange. Any one disposed

to purchase, brings the goods in request, and the bargain is

complete. The princi))al trade is in vessels of Weichstein

which is not to be met with in every place. And since the

Soutldanders have no whales, while the inhabitants of the

north coast are in want of wood, numerous companies of

Greenlanders make every summer a voyage of from five

huiulred to one thous;)nd miles out of the south, or even from

the east coast, to Disko, in new kajaks and large boats.

They barter their lading of wood for the horns of the narwhal,

teeth, hones, and the sinews of the whale, which they in

part sell again during their return homeward.

They are so habituated to these migrations, which arc

well suited to the love of change, that if the motive of com-

merce were wanting, they could not bear to remain in one

dru,

for
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placR. Tliey take with them their wliolc family and Mib-

(taiicc, as several years elapse before their return. Wheu
arrested in their course by winter, they repair, if possible,

to tlie neigliboiiriiood of a roh)ny, build a house, and arrange

plans for their livelihood. 'I'he land and sea are,open to

fliem, and as some of these roving families occasionally set-

tle along the coast, thny every where find useful friends and

ncquaintances.

To the factors, the Greenlanders carry fox and seal-skins,

hut particularly bluliber, for the sake of which, the traffic

was probably set on foot. In exchange they receive no mo-

ney; that is of no value whatever amongst them, and it is

quite indid'orent whether they have a piece of gold or a

penny, glass beads or diamonds hanging round their neck.

riiey esteem things of this kind merely because they shine,

and instances are known of their giving a guinea or a Spa-

nish dollar, stolen from seamen, for a few ounces of gun-

powder or a bit of tobacco. Iron is in far more request, for they

find it useful. They receive therefore from the factors ac-

cording to a fixed price, iron heads for their darts, knives,

saws, chisels, and needles; also striped linen and cotton,

kersey- stulTs, woollon stockings and caps, handkerchiefs,

boards, boxes, wooden and pewter plates, and copper kel

ties; with looking-glasses, combs, ribbons, and \ariotis

trinkets for the children. Fowling-pieces and ammunitioit

are eagerly purchased, though they in general are a sour<c

of detriment rather than profit, to their domestic affairs.

Tobacco, which they use only in snuff, is their small coin.

They expect a piece of tobacco for every service: with this

drug they pay their shoemakers and tailors; they profft r.

for a small quantity of it, a handful of eider-down, a panel

of eggs, birds, a plate of fish, and the like: and for (liis

many a poor, miserable spi luUhrift barters the clothes from

bis back, and slarses with his children, rather itian part

with this luxury; this article inline, Uke spiril\iou» liquors

P. V. 10. G G
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ainoii)T odicr Uiilions, is a A'ltilf source of iiidi^cMci; mul

inist'ry.

The (liiiicing assoinblifs and tlic feast of tlie sun, are not

religious ctrenionies, as amongst other heatl:eiis, but solely

for tliversioii. Tiio Greenlanders celebrate tiie sun feast at

the winter solstice on the 2i?il of December, as a rejoiciiiif

for the ri'hini ofthe sun and good weather for Ininting. They

crowd toi^cthcr to it in hirge parties from the whole country,

entertain each other with their best "cheer, and when they

Iia\e talon to satiety, for intoxication is impossible, the only

beverage being water, they rise up to sport and dance.

Their only musical instrument is the drum, which con-

sists of a hoop of wood or whalebone two fingers broad, of

a rather oval form, a foot and a half in diameter, covered

on one side only with a fine skin, or the integument of u

whale's tongue, and furnished \\ith a small handle. The

performer holds it in the leit hand, and strikes it with a small

slick on the under surface, leaping up at each stroke, though

he does not change his ground. Tliis is accompanied with

many wonderful motions of the head and whole body, and

performed in common musical lime, so that two strokes fall

in every crotchet. He sings of the seal-hunt and their ex-

ploits in the cliace, chants the deeds of their ant^estors, and

tesliCies his joy for the retrogression ofthe sun. The spec-

tators do not sit in silence, but accompany each verse of his

song with a reiterated chorus of amna ajah, ajah-ah-ah ! so

(hat the first bar falls a fourth, and the next is begun a note

higher and so on. The musician sings four cantos in every

act ; the two first commonly consist of the constant theme

amna ajah; the others are a recitative, where a short stro-

phe without rhyme alternates with the chorus of amna ajah.

Taken to.;ether it forms a com|'ieto cantata, as thus:

The welcome sun returns again.

Amua ajali, ajah,ah-hu

!

And brings us weather fine and fair.

Amna ajali, ajaht ah-hu !
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Tlic singer mcII knows liow lo fx press the diirercnt pan

sions by the soft or aiiimaff'd iiote-s of llio drimi and tlio

motions of liis body, wliicli is nuked down to the hips. An
act lasts a full (juarter of an hour. When one |)erfornicr

is tired and bathed in j)erspiration, anotiier steps into tiie

circle. This they prolon;;' the wiiolt; ni>;ht through, and

alter sleeping the next day and a-^ain p^or^nng their .sto-

machs, they renew the sports in the evenini^. These revels

are kept up for several nights, till all their provisions are

consumed, or till they become too exhausted to articulate

any longer. He who can make the drollest contortions of

'
•, body passes for the master-singer.

^Ukv likewise play at ball by niuonlight. In this game,

..ley se|)arate into two jjarties. The ball is thrown from

one to another of the same side, w ho endeavour to keep it

to themselves, while it is the aim of the other party to wrest

it from them. They also s(!t up a goal, and exercise their

agility at foot-ball.

They have several ways of trying their strength. Two
competitors, for instance, strike each other «ith the fist on

the naked back, and he who holds out longest is declared

conqueror. The successful champion swaggers about,

challenging others to the contest, till he likewise is drubbed

to satiety. Again, they sit down and link their legs and

arms together, and he that can out-pull the other is victor.

Or they vary this contest, by hooking together their fingers,

and then pulling. Sometimes they tie a cord to the bei;m of a

house, suspend themselves to it by foot and arm, and throw

themselves into many artful postures like rope-dancers.

Young people are fond of turning round a board upon an

axle, with an index fixed to it, something like an EO table,

and he to whom the finger points, vhen its rotatory motion

has ceased, wins the stake.

The children, and cs|)ecially th<! girls, amuse themselves

by joining hands, forming a ring, and striking up a skip-

ping dauco, accompiinjing it with their voices. Sued
u s -4
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dunciiipf iin'»i(iiij;s mi' also lu'Ul .i' otlier seasons of thn year,

when tliiir store-houses ;iro lull, and little can be done

at sea.

The most irmarkable circui:^stance is, that tliey even

decide their qutiirels by a match of sinyiny and dancing,

which tliev c.iil the singing-combat. If a Greenlmder

thinks himself aggrieved by another, he discovers no symp-

toms of revengefid designs, anger, or vexation, but he com-

I
OSes a satirical poem, which he recites with singing and

(liuiriiig, in the presence of his domestics, and particularly

ihe female part of his family, till they know it by rote. He
then in the face of the whole country challenges his antago-

nist to a satirical duel. The latter appears at the appointed

place, and both parties enter the lists. The complainant

begins to sing liis satire, dancing to the beai of the drum,

and cheered by the echoing Amna ajah of his partisans, who

join in every line, while he repeats so nu.AS.v ludicrous stories

of w hit !i his adversary is the subject, that the auditors can-

not f(<rl)eiir iaiigliing. When he has linished, tlie respondent

steps forth, and retorts the accusatior., amidst the plaudits

of his party, by a similar string of lampoons. The accuser

renews the assault, and is again rebufl'ed ; and this conti-

nues till one of the competitors is weary. He who has the

last word V ins !he trial, and obtains thenceforward a repu-

table name. An opjtortunity is here oflered of telling very

plain and "utting truths, but there must be no mixture of

rudentss or passion. The assembled spectators decide the

victory, and the parties in future are the best of friends.

This contest is seldom attended with any disoi-derly con-

duct, except that a .nan who is well seconded sometimes

carries off a woman whom he wishes to marry. It ser>es a

higher purpose thin mere diversion. It is an opportunity

for putling immorality to the blush, and cherishing virtuous

principles; for reminding debtors of the duty of repayment

;

to branding falsehood and detrhct'on with inf'amv ; for
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I unisliing fraviil and injustice; and, most of all, for over-

V helming adultery with its merited conlempf. Nothing so

eflectually restrains a Greenhmder from vice, as the dread

of public disgrace. And this pleasant way of revenge even

prevents ni.niy from wreaking their malice in acts of vie-

lence or bloodshed. Still ii is easy to see that the whole af-

fair depends upon volubility of loiigue; and the most cele-

brated satirists and moral philosophers of the Greenlanders,

are genCi 'lly the most profligate in their lives.

The drum-dances of the Greenlanders are (heir Olym-

jiio games, their areopagus, their rostrum, their theatre,

thi'ir fair, and their forum. Here tliey cite each other to

appe:;r and decide tin ir difTerences, without risking their

lives in the duel, or wounding each other's honour by the

envenomed pen. AVe cannot blame their method of disgrac-

ing malevolence, punishing guilt, and obtaining redress of

V rongs, as long as they arc savages without religion, and

destitute of the very shadow of civd polity. They live as

we may suppose the immediate descendants of Noah to have

liviMl, before they learned to envy their fellow mortals, and

to rob each other of honour, property, freedom, and life.

A father governs his family to the best of his ability, has no

c.mimand beyond it, nor will he submit to th" authority of

any one. Thus also several families living together in the

same house, do not in any way interfere with each other.

They merely agree to repair the house in common, and to

move in and out to';i'ther, as many lamps are requisite to

heat it properly. The men however generally defer to the

superior wisdom of some senior father of a lamily, who is

best skilled in the appearances of the weather, and in seal

catching. He occupies the north end of the house, and

watches over its good order and deaidiness. If any one vv-

fuses to follow his counsels, no conipalsion '^r punishm. nt

is employed; but the next winter all unanimously Ueclino

li'tng urder tho same roof with such a rolVactory jierson,
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and liis I'aulls are told him in a satire, if lie is thought of

suflicient consequence to deserve this chiistisement.

Children remain with their parents as long as they live,

oven after marriage, and relations in general are solicitous

to keep together, tlwt they may have the benefit of mutual

assistance in times of necessity. In their voyages the whole

number of kajaks in company put themselves under the gui-

dance of some considerable man, who is best acquainted with

flie way, but are at liberty to separate from him whenever

<ht'y please. In short, no one desires to usurp authority

over his neighbour, to prescribe laws to him, to call him to

account for his actions, or to exact taxes for the public ex-

ii^encies. They have no superfluous v\«'alth, and no opjior-

tunity of growing rich : their natural disixisition is avirse to

any kind of compulsion, and the whole extent of llie coun-

try is free to all.

They have however some useful traditional customs by

which they regulate their conduct instead of laws; but thrso

are very partia"' observed, since there is no punishment to

niforce the e.v. -utiuu, with the single exception of the sa-

tirical dance.

I'^cry one has liberty to choose his own place of abode;

but if he finds a spot already occupied, he does not land till

ho has announced his intention, and intimation is given that,

his society will bo welcome. The chase and fishery, the

oidy riches of this country, are the common birth-right of

all. No one can complain of a trespass, if an entire stran-

ger comes to a rich fishing place, or even a salmon -wear

built with much labour, on condition he does not spoil it or

drive away the fishes. Should the stranger disturb the prior

occupant, \n) will rather go away an<l starve than engngi- in

a quarrel. Stranded wood or the wreck of a ship is the pni-

ptrty of the finder, but he must haul it on shore, and lay a

Klnnc upon it, ill tokdi that it is appropriated ; if 'his is done

no (itlier ( Jrt'eiiI;iii(U'r will meddle with if.

If a seal escapes with a javiliii slicking in it, and is af-
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ter« arils killid by another, it belongs to liim who threw tiie

first (Uirt. If liowever it lias been strnck witii tiie harpoon

and bladcU-r, and the line breaks, he loses his right. If two

hnntcrs strike the seal at the same time, they divide it. The

same rules are observed vith regard to fowls. Again, if

any one finds a dead seal with the harpoon in it, he keeps tiie

seal, but restores the harpoon to the owner. On the cap-

ture of a walrus, or other larne sea animal, the liarpooner

tlalms the head and tail ; of the rest of the carcase any one

may cut as much as he can carry off. When a whale is tiikin,

the very spectators have an equal right to it with the har-

pooners. On those occasions dreadful confusion ensues: se-

veral of the men mount at once upon the animal, and e.'i-

gerly fall to cutting it with their sharp knives; many are fre-

quently wounded in the scullle, but they bear no grudge on

tliis account.

If several hunters shoot a rein-deer at once, it is adjudged

to him whose arrow is lodged the nearest to the heart, but

the rest receive a share of the (lesh. If one wounds it beforo

another, he gains the booty, though the second cast the mor-

tal dart. Since the use of muskets, no one knowing iiis

(iw n ball, many disputes arise in the chase which are not ea-

sily decided. If a man makes a fox-trap and neglects it for

some time, another may set it aiid claim the captured

iiiiimal.

A jicrson lending his boat or tools, cannot demand repa-

ration if they receive an accidental injury, except they ver«

tised without his know ledge. On this account they lend re-

luctantly. Any one who makes a purchase which does not

suit hini, may return it, and take back his equivalent. 'J'lie

purchaser can also take a thing on credit if he has not the

means of payment at hand. If he dies without disciiarging

the debt, the creditor must not allHct the disconsolate

monrners by tlie ri'nuiiilirance of the deceased, but after

Rome interval he may reclaim the article bartered, provided

U is uul lust ill the scramble which usually succeeds the fii-
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uonil. Tliis lenient system goes so far, that if a person lose*

or breaks an article taken upon credit, be is not held to hia

agreement.

These customs, wliich by their long standing Iiave acquired

the force of laws, appear somewhat strange to tliose wlio are

accustomed to a different code, and are extremely perplex-

ing to the factors. The Greenlanders themselves are sensi-

ble of the insufliciency and iniquity of many of these provi-

sions, but are deterred from altering them by the dread of

ill report ; and their grand argument against all objections is,

" This is now the custom."

A correct notion of their national character is not easily

attained. It has been drawn by some from the bright, niid

by others from the dark side, so that various contradictory

reports have been spread upon the subject. Upon a super-

fiiial examination numerous pleasing qualities are discerned,

wliich might put many nominal christians to the blush, and

which might easily impose upon those who have had no time

or opportunity to search them to the bottom, and explore the

labyrinth of their character through all its secret windings

and recesses. Many undoubtedly have gone to the other

extreme, and will not allow them even specious virtues, set-

ting them down among the most barbarous and wicked na-

tions upon earth. 13y blending the accounts of both parties

80 far as they are substantiated by evidence, a statement in

some measure correct may be gi^ l n of the moral habits of

this singular race.

If the term savage is understood to imply a brutal, unso-

cial, and cruel disposition, the Greenlanders are not entitled

to the appellation. They are not uiitractable, v\ild, or bar-

barous; but a mild, quiet, and good-natured people. They

live in a state of natural liberty without government, but in

lociaties in some measure realizing the dreams of modern

republicans. These societies, which consist of veral fami-

lies in oiK^ house, or of several houses on an i'^hind, are not

kept lugclher by fixed laws, and an executive power to en-
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force them, but by a certain order mutually undeistr.od and

spontaneously agreed to. They hi-.ve in this way subsisted,

probably for several centuries, with more quietness than the

tar-famed Athens or Sparta. The Greenlander may, com-

paratively speakmg, be called a happy people. I-Iach fol-

lows the bent of his inclination, yet seldom injures his neigh-

bour, excci)t from motives of private reven;:^e. Authority

to punish the infring'ement of justice, is therefore not so in-

dispensil)le among' tiiem as in civilized nations, where it is

one of the greatest blessings of heaven. Their lives, so hard

and penurious in our eyes, are abundantly blessed with con-

tentment. Had they any diet more costly than seals, they

would no longer be able to pursue their present simi)le, uiii-

furm course of liii', or fmd reason to pity Europeans for the

luidtiplication of their dcsiri'S. It is their poverty also wliicli

secures the perinaiiiiicy of their fre<'dom. They have no trea-

sures, like the Mexicans, to allure tlie bands of robbers,

and have onse(|uently to fear n') wars, no violence, or op-

pression, sleeping more peacefully iu their lowly huts, than

the great in their sumptuous palaces.

Several species of vice, so prevalent in civilized coun-

tries that no laws or
i
enalties can stem the torrent, are

warcely ever observed among the Greenlanders. They are

never heard to curse, swear, scold, or use abusive language,

and with the exce|)tinn of certain nicknames, hearing a sig-

nificant allusion to some ridictdous or shameful occurrence,

there is not one reproacliful epithet in their language. No
bawling, noisy laughter, contradiction, brawling disputes, or

slandering, occurs in their assemblies. Though they are

sometimes very jocose, like to relate an unbecoming action

with humorous contempt, and are very dexterous in forming

double minmings, no immodest jesting, bitter mockery, obscen-

ity or foolery, is lunird among them. Lies, deception, and

stealing are rare ; violent robberies entirtdy unknown. In-

deed to jtnlge onlv by their external appearami', we should

not suspect flis'iii ol (iivelMU' oilier ne lis goods.

1'. \ . 10. 11 )i
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1 1 is (loiihtlcss Id lie ast rilifd in part (o flicir abstinence

from spiriliious li:|iior.s, that (licy are so little addicted to

rii;litiiig and I ra\\linn', and can bridle their resentment with

.such Stoical linimess. Wanton and lecherous deportment it

(pilti^ unprecedented amon:^- them. At the first si^ht of the

indecency committed amonj;- tlu^ lower class of Europeans,

they stood (jiiite amazed, but accounted for it by sayiny;,

" 'i'lie mad waters," that is, spirituous lifpiors, " have made

them insane." ICven in tlu'ir dances and merry-makin;;s, to

which young and old resort, iiothint>' is seen or liearti that

would put modesty to the blush: so th.at were it not lor the

drum and the droll llgurc; of tiu^ dancers, a stranger ii;n()riint

of tlii'ir language would almost conclude, that they were as-

sembled for religious exercises, rather than for pastinK-.

'Hiis freedom from some particular crimes may partly l)e

attributed to their phlegmatic dis losition, partly to the ab-

sence of bad examples and incentives to vice. Entire absti-

nence from all stimulating food and intoxicating liquors, may

doubtless also contribute a great deal towards the growth of

vices, which yet lie in embryo within them. The commu-

nity of hind, and the ])enurious simplicity of their house-

keeping, also tend to j)reven disorder. But poverty, wliich

must restrain the commission of some evil practices, would un-

doubtedly operate as a stimidus to others, as theft and de-

ceil, so that we must trace; their outward ihew of uprightness

in all (heir dealings to another source. Hue rellection aided

by self-intorcst in the mind of any rational being, it may be

said, uatnraliy leads to this first principle of justice :
" Do

unto another as thou wishest that another should do unio

thee;" and ignorant as the Greenlanders are of all laws hu-

man or diviiK', tiu-y might in a great measure be deterred

from crime by this simple axiom and by the secret reproofs of

conscience.

Their reasoning lacidties are naturally as strong as those

of otlK>r nun. Thev sometimes use them to advantage in

their • oiircrni, Ull. b;it too I'll (pKiitly misapply them. Yet
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ii|)i)H n clos^t'r cxjiniiiiiilititi oi llu' want ol' forrsi^lil .•id in-

coMsidfralcncss, mostly nianifrstcd in their dj'alintf^, ',vo slialf

III' rallirr inclined to ailopt a (iiU'ert'n' solution of t\\v proli-

li'ni. Ac<H)rdini;' (o llio opinions ol' sonu' on the snbjfcl,

(licir apparently virtuous and upri^yht d<porlnirnt prorccd.;

cliicliy from an inward impulse res(:nd)linj>' the instinct ol' ani-

mals, which is nothinu: else than tlio secret worliin^' of the

Deity. Tiiis liidden sprinj^ operates upon shame, i'ear, s<dt-

love, and interest, as its ai^iMits. On this subject it may ho

usel'ul to make a (ew more remarks.

The jj;erm or disposition to evil lives within Ihcm, and their

tendi'ncy to it is as natural and strong as in the rest of tlie

human race; hut fear of riMaliation restrains them iVoni

many vices, and the dread of losing their charaet(T In in

more. A Greenlander dare not roh, kill, strike, or \enl Ins

anger against anotiuir either in word or deerl, for such cnu

-

duct might cost himself, or a dear fricjnd, his life. Their de-

portment towards each other must he friendly and courteous,

or they incur genera! disgrace, and arc drc.nmed out of so-

ciety at the next singing combat. Yonng people, especially,

who transgress in the least against decency or a becoming r.--

serve, ininuuliately forfeit their reputation and prospei-ls in

life. Their mntiuil affection, sociable and obliging <lispos!-

tion in domestic life, and their hospitality to strangers do not

originate in benevolence, or sympatiiy with the helpless, as

we shall jiresenlly see, but in self-love. I'roni the inu'cr-

taiuty (d' their maintenance, a re<iprocation of brneiltsis al-

most nticessary to thfiir subsistence. A t'ree man a.^sists his

neighbour, that he may reci-ive a similar favoui- in tiiu of

need. They must be beneficent to strangt rs, in order tir.tt

iheir t'anie for hospitality may !)(> spre.id aliroad, and lliat

iliey may be entt'rtainecl in retin-n, win ii, uci (uding to their

custom, thev trav(d tludiigh tlie country, ai),ilia\e no time

i(> procure tiieir own provisions. In iiriet, the general cha-

r.iitir given by Christ, iMatl. chap. v. to all heathen, thattliey

enly lo\e those liiat lo\e them, and do gooil lo those from

II II 2
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whom lliov expect the same, is fully verified in the Green-

landers,

The Greonlanders are well versed in the false bi.t fashion-

able morality of " saving appeiiraiicos." They arc very

dextrous in stealing the good opinion of others, or at least

in avoiding public scandal ; and it has often been manifest

that many Imk? gentlemen inighlnot be asliained of learning

from them in this respect. But their cliara'jit'r will not

bear the smallest scrutiny. Numerous })roofs might be cited,

that their brotherly love, forinstaiuu!, as has been remarked,

is only a mere sham, jilayed oft' in hopes of speedy renninc-

ration. When a stranger dies, leavitig behind him no grown-

up sons, or near relations, no one pays the smallest atten-

tion to his forlorn relict, except when they have occasion

for her as their .servant. Every door is shut against her,

and after carrying oft" most of her goods, her comitrymen

are hard-hearted enough to see her perish with cold and hun-

ger, without od'ering the smallest assistance. When people

on shore observe a kajak overset at sea, if it be not occu-

pied by a near relation or friend, they can look on with the

utmost unconcern, and even enjoy a savage delight in watch-

ing the struggles of the expiring sufferer. It would be too

mudi trouble to set off in another kajak and save liis lile.

Should they be incommoded by the cries and lamentations of

the women and children, they sneak oil". When they sail

out in coiiipany with another, they will help him in dillicullv,

becatise it costs them lillle (exertion. Their treatnK'nt of

animals, that is, such as are not used for food, also dis-

plays an unfeeling heart, as even their children are exceed-

ingly fond of torturing little birds, and watching them writhing

with pain. Indeed both liumanily and sympathy are so en-

tirely excluded from their character, that they are not even

found in the weaker sex.

On the other hand, the bonds of filial and parental love

geem stronger in them than amongst most other nations.

Thcv scariTh' ever suffer their children to "<> out of their
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•!ii;lit, and a motluT lias ol'lcu beta known to throw luTself

iiiti) (lie water, when lier child was drowned. This careless-

ness about the weal and woe «(' their fellow-creatures, with

their ardent afl'ection and tender anxiety for their offspring,

goes to strengthen the notion, that the Greenlanders an; in

a f^rcat measure guided by an instinctive impulse rather than

by rational reflection.

Their wondorl'nl inconsiderateness may be adduced in sup-

port of this opinion. Their maxim seems to be, live while

ye live, and care for futurity never enters their thoughts.

When they see any thini^ which takes their fancy, be it ever

so useless to them, they immediately purchase it, though at

the cxpence of their most necessary articles, and would ra-

ther sulTer want, than curb theii desires. If (hey are oblii^ed

or helped out of a dilliculty by any one, especially if he bo

an European, they know of no other acknowledgement than

kujonak, (thank you,) and will seldom return th; favour to

their benefactor, when ho is in need of their assis!i:!ice.

Those among them who have any finery about their dress,

.strut about with a consequential air, sneering tonUniptu-

jusiy at their fellows. This is also the case if they |)ossess

peculiar dexterity in any art, partictdarly in seal-catching.

Though they can smother their resentment for a length

of time, if it once breaks out, it rages with senseless and

brutal violence. Their will must be set through ; and no re-

monstrances, however eloquent, will prevent them from car-

rying it into effect. 'J'liiir obstiiwiicy, accompanied by a

sly craftiness, is most conspicuous in the old, and proceeds

partly from their want of reflection, and partly from their

entire insubordination in clii'ahood. It is a quality which

is a .source of great trouble to the missionaries, unless they

can previously manage to divert them from foriuinj^ their

self-willed resolutions.

But it may easily be imagined, that the Grcenlanders are

not all alike in disposition, and (hat consequently the above

remarks must not be understood without exception. There
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are sonic rca'ly coiisidt'iiilc, bciiulJcuiitcliaractcrsanKiM;^ tlicni,

but tlii\y :irc M-ry rare. Tliosc arc; far more miinuruug, who

liavin.;' (Icalciioii tlieir sense of sliaine, and ^•ot riil ol'all drtJad

orretribntion, ive tlieniselves ii|i to then)osl detestable and

nn natural vices.

Lies and slander are most common amona; tiie women, (ii

poor and indolent are a!s;) addicted to sfealin;;', <'si)('fia!!_v

from strangers, and if they can purloin or even I'orc^ibly .'•ei/.f

the property of a forci,t;!ier, it is a feallier in tiieir e„i|,. J',t-

ropeans, therefore, oii;;lit never to place mucii confidcnc''

in then), having frequently expi'rienc<'d tli(>ir deception.

Kxampics have occurred in which they have enlicfd a lo-

reigner on shore, murdered liim, and carried oil' his good...

On those foreigners, however, nho have; lixed their residence

in Greenland, they dare not practise their rogni^h tricks, a.i

tlioy are liable to be apprehended aiul punished.

Their outward show of modesty is not at all to hv d(>.

pended en. However careful their young and singh^ |)eo-

|)le may be to avoid all open irregularity in their deportment,

they are in secret quite as licentious as those of other na-

tions. Polygamy in the old does not always result from a

desire of issue, but very frequently from ])ure lascivious-

ness. There are also among them harlots by ])rol'ession

though a single woman will seldom follow this infamous

trade. The married will break their vows on botfi sides with

the utmost .^hameles.sness. and though we might supj)ose that

among such an unctdtivated race, there could lie no reline

ment in their li(-entious practices, the contrary is the case,

lor their women are as skilful in the language of the eyes as

Turkish courtezans.

Their nid)ounded self-interest, injustice, and even cruelty

towards their helpless widows and orphans, ar(! evident,

Irom their strange distribution of their property al'|i>r death.

When a husband dies, his eldest son inherits his lio;is;', tent,

and woman's boat, and besides must maintain tin- mother

and children. If the deceased has no growi; m|i miiis, t!ic>

ne.in bt rel,i!i\e. jftiie relation ha.'! u lent aiul b at ef hi.-) o\^a,
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\ cruelty

cviili'iit,

-r (Iratli.

^!\ tent,

. iiidtlier

,()1IS, t!io

i

(lie inlioritanco anil rcs|)oiisibility fulls upon a stratiycr, lor

110 one will ket'|) suvfial of these articlt.'s at once. When
IJK! sons of the ileceastul arrive at years of maturity, they

•j;vA. nothing of their father's property. Thosc^ who have onci;

<',()t possession of it retain it: hut should the foster-father

have no legitimate children, the foster-child inherits his

<;ooils, and in return provides for his surviving relations.

So far there is however some appearance of order, but

litiK eforward all their proceedings are unjust. As soon as

till' sons have grown up and commenced si^al-catchers, all

their earnings are entirely at the disposal of tlu; widow ;

anil should she forget her old benefactor, and desert his

hi'lpless olTspring, there is no one to ajjpeal to for redress.

1 1 may then be easily imagined, that the care of widows and

orphans is much neglected, owing to the small likelihood

of advantage from it, especially if they are entirely desti-

tute. Many boys aie foisaken in their youth because it is

expensive to provide them with a kajak, and the necessary

implements ; but still more poor unfortunate females perish

from nakedness and starvation : but this is not the worst.

NA'lien a poor widow lies distracfc^d with grief upon the

uround with her children, weeping for ihe loss of her hus-

band, all her goods and chattels are slyly conveyed away by

lier hypocritical comforters. The miserable wretch, stripped

of h(!r all, has no ono to appeal to, nor any other resource,

but to insinuate herself into the good graces of him who has

robbed most: he gtnierally maintains her a short time. When
lie is tired of her, she must try to gain the favour of another.

\\ last she and her children are left to their fiite ; and after

inM(raeting a miserable existence for a short time by means

of fislies, muscles, and sea-weed, they must finally be starved,

'>r iVo/en to death for want of cloathing and lamp-oil. This

piohably is one reason why the Greenland nation diminishes

iroin year to year.

The punishment of criminals is still more disorderly and

t.'.wige. None are put to death but murderers, and such

flllr, (iWU.
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witches as are thoiii,fht to liave killed some one by tlieir art;

but with retfiird to these, thcv proceed with such temerity

and revenue, that at hist no one is sure of liis life. Tiie

Grecnlaiulers, as was before stated, are naturally of a mur-

derous (lispositiou. Perhaps tlii'ir eonstaiit emplovinent in

butchering seals and other creatures, wliicli proc(H:ds from

h(!reditary inclination, ntay, in a wicked heart, awaken the

unnatural desire to spill the blood of their fellow creatures.

Few, however, are so liend-like as to kill from pure blood-

tliirstiness. .Some will do it from envy at another's dexte-

rity or wealth; but most out of revenge

The assassin t?enerally efl'ects bis ])nr|)ose by stealth, on

tli(! water. He either drowns his enemy by oversetting him

in his kajak, or tiirows a harpoon into his back, leaving- the

de;id body to be driven about by the waves,

deed come to tlu; ears of (he murder(;(l person's frienns, tliey

smellier their resentment, not suirerin^ a word about it to

transpire, lest the assassin or his spies should kill them to

prevent reprisals. But instances have occtirred iti which

they did not forget to revenge the death of their relation

thirty years after, when they found the murderer alone.

When highly enraged, they will cut the body to jiieces, and

devour part of the heart or liver, thinking thereby to disarm

his relatives of all courage to attack them. If the punished

criminal bo a notorious od'ender, or hated for his bloody

deeds, cr if he have no relations, the matter rests; but in a

general way the punishment costs the executioner himself,

his children, cousins, and other relatives, their lives ; or il

these are inaccessible, some other acquaintance in the neigh-

bourhood. The lust ofrevenge is sometimes handed down as

i birth-right from fatlntr to son, withou' the smallest iminui-

tion of it till an opportunity offers; thus the tragedy is pro-

longed through a series of murders, fill quit(! innocent per-

sons tall sacrifices to unnridled revenge.

riie mode of procedure with witches is very short: when

Me repoii is spread that an old woman has the power to be
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wiiiii, which she hriugs upon herself l)y pretcndinf; to cliaims

and nostrums, if only a man's wife or child dies, if his anow

(loos not strike the mark, or il his {^un misses fire, an Anfj;e-

kok or sootlisaycr pronounci's sentence njion her, and if she

has no relations, she sulVcrs tlie piniishmcnt before descril)ed.

Old men .cc sometimes i)Ut to death under similar accusa-

tions. Sometimes a man has heen known to stab his own

uKitlier or sister in the presence of all the people in his house

and no one has upbraided him in the least for il. If, how-

ever, the slain person has any near relations, they generally

seek to revenge her deatii, and a succession of murders en-

sues. When persons accused in this way have lost all hope

of escape, they often throw themselves into the sea in dread

of the death vhich otherwise awaits them.

Upon '^e « ligious creed or superstitioii of these j)oople

it IS very dithcult to give any definite information :>n account

of their extreme ignorance, thoughtlessness, and crcilulity,

and especially from the diversity of opinions which they en-

tertain, as ciich individual is at liberty to adopt what tenets

he pleases.

Before any missionaries arrived in the country, Grccnland-

ers were supposed to he gross idolators, who prayed to the

sun, and sacrificed to the devil, that he miglit be propitious

to them in their fishery. Mariners were not led to these con-

clusions from the discourse of the natives, which they could

not understand, but from a variety of circumstances. They

saw that the Greenlanders every morning, as soon as they

rose up, stood on some eminence, apparently buried in

thought, with their eyes directed to the rising sun, in order

to conjecture from the colour of the sky or the motion of the

clouds, whether fair or stormy weather was to be expected

This is still their regular practice. The sailors, who were

ignorant of their motive, imagined that they were paying

their devotions to the rising luminary. Others obseiTcd, in

deserted places, numerous square inclosures surrounded with

stones, and on one elevated stone found some cinder?, with

U 2 I
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a heap oF bare bones lyinjj upon ibem. Tliis was quite suf

ficient to induce tlie belief that Gieenlanders had sacri

ficed there j and to wlit/in should they sacrifice but to tlu

devil ? These peoj le hud seen no summer-residence of the

Grccnlanders, who piteh their tents in such rectangular ui-

closurcs, and use the above mentioned coals for cooking

their provisions. They have in fact no apparent worship,

cither religious or idolat.cas, nor any ceremonies which

might be construed info the service of the deity. There is,

indeed, no word in their language for the Divine Being,

fiom whence the first missionaries were led to imagine, that

they had no conception whatever of a divinity. TJpou be-

ing asked who mo.de the heavens, earth, and every thing

around them, they answered, "We cannot tell;" or, "We
know him not ;" or, " It must have been a very powerful

man;" or, "These things have always existed, and luust

endure for ever." But after obtaining a more intimate ac-

quaintance with their language, the missionaries were led

to entertain a contrary opinion, from their various notions

concerning the soul and spirits in general, and from their

evident anxiety alxnit their probal>le state after death. From

free conversations witli the natives in their perfectly wild

state, in which, however, care must be taken to make no

personal applications, and not to insist upon any duties to

which they are disinclined, it is very apjjarent, tliat tluir

forefathers believed in a Being who resitles iibove the clouds,

to whom they pa>d religious worship. But this belief has

gradually died away in proportion as they become isolated

from idi communication with civilized nations, till they have

lost all clear notions of Deity, iliat they have still some

obscure and concealed idea of a Divine Being is apparent from

the circumstance, that though they shun any professional

belief in the truths of Revelation yet that they never of-

fer aijy opposition to them, but rather give u silent as

sent to tlic doctrines of a God and his attributes. It is oul^

their natural sluv. aes», stupidity, and thoughtlessness, which

no
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prevent tliem from difrosting their dark notions into a regu-

lar Bjstoni, by due reflection upon the works of Crenlioii,

and upon their own anxiety eoucerning futurity. Tlie fdl-

h)\ving incident indeed makes it probable, that some of

them, at least in youth, before they were buried in the caics

of providing for their families, have made some inquiry on

the subject.

A company of baptized Greonlanders one day expressed

their astonishment, that they had spent their lives in a state

of such complete ignorance and thoughtlessness. One of"

the jinrty immediately rose up and spoke as follows ;
" It

is true, we were ignorant heathens, and knew nothing of

God and of a Redeemer; for who coulil have informed ns of

their existence, before you, (addressing the missionaries,)

arrived. Yet I have often thought, a kajak with the darts

belonging to it, docs not exist of itself, but must be made

with the trouble and skill of men's hands ; and he who does

not understand the use of it easily spoils it. Now the least

bird is composed with greater art than the best kajak, and

no man can make a bird. Man is still more exquisitely

frailicd than all other animals. Who then has made him ?

lie comes from his parents, and they came again from their

parents. Hut whence came the first man ? He may have

grown out of the earth. But why do men not grow out of

the eartii now-a-days? And from whence do tlic earth, sea,

6un, moon, and stars proceed ? There nmst necessarily be

some one who has created every thing, who has always ex-

isted and can have no end : he must be inconceivably more

powerful and skilful than the wisest of men : he must also

be very good, because every thing that he lins made is so

useful and necessary for us. l^id I but know hini, what

love and respect should I feel for him ? Hut who has seen

or conversed with him ? None of us men. Yet there may

be men, too, who know something about him. \V ith such

I should willingly converse. As .soon therelore as 1 heard

lr(tm you of this great Being, I believed m>" """'^•liiatei
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and willingly, having for a length of time longed after such

information." This declaration was confirmed by the state-

ments of the others with move or fewer circumatances. Onj

of the company made this additional remark ;
" A man in

formed differently from all other animals. These servo each

other for food, and all of them are for the use of man, and

have no understanding. But we have an intelligent soul,

are sulijoct to no one in the world, and yet are anxious about

futurity. Of whom can we l)c afraid ? Surely it must lie

of some mighty Spirit who rules over us. Oh, that we but

kn(;w him ! that we had him for our friend."

All this tends to confnin the assertion of the great apos-

tle of the gentiles :
" liccausc that which may be known of

God is manifiested in them, for God hath showed it unto

them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of

the world," &c. (Uom. i. 19—21.) The universal re-

port of all travellers informs us, that no people have hitherto

been discovered who have not some notion of a Deity, be it

ever so dark and erroneous. Pjven the stupid Greenland-

ers in their various opinions concerning the soul of man, and

other greater and inferior spirits, give sufficient proof of the

scvipiural declaration. There are indeed some who believe,

that their soul is not immortal or different from the living

principle in other animals ; but these are cither of the most

stupid sort, who are ridiculed by their companions, or else

wie]ii;d cunning men, who profess such f»pinions for their

own private emolument.

Others describe the soid as a being so nearly allied to

matter, that it may be taken out and replaced, be divided

into a nnnd)cr of parts, lose a portitm of its substance, lift

repaired when diuuaged, and even go astray out of the bcxly

(or a eon>iilerable time. Some even pretend, that wh.en go-

ing on a long journey they can leave their souls at liome,

and yet remain sound and healthy. These wondcri'ul chi-

meras have probably originated either in some sickness,

tlurin" whicii their tiiougiits are continually busie<l al»iui
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their l)irlli-;)lace. or olso in such maladies as wcakrn, (ir oven

for a time derange their mcnt;J faculties.

Some of these materialists believe in two souls, namely

tlic shadow and the breath of man, and suppose that in the

night the shadow forsakes the body, and goes a hunting,

dancing, or visiting. In all probability, their dreams which

arc numerous, lively, and often remarkably curious, havo

given rise to tliis notion. It is uium such people that the

Angekoks principally depend for sustenance, since it is

their business to repair damaged souls, bring back those

which have gone astray, and even change them when dis-

eased past cure, for the sound and healthy soius of liarcs,

rein-deer, birds, or young children.

The notion that the soul can forsake the body during the

interval of sleep, and bo exchanged for that of some animal

is chiefly credited by those who believe in the migration of

souls, a doctrine which has lately l)een discovered among

the Greenlanders. It is chiefly laid by helpless widows in

order to obtain kind treatment : for if a widow can persuade

any parent that the soul of her deceased child has migrated into

his son, or that the spirit of his deceased offspring animates

llie body of one of her children, the man will always do his

])est to befriend the supposed soul of his child, or in the other

case consider himself nearly related to the widow.

Hut iho most intelligent Greenlanders maintain, tliat the

soul is a being purely spiritual, entirely distinct from the

body and from matter in general, that it requires no earthly

sustenance, and that while the body coniipts in the grave,

it shall even retain its life ami consciousness, nourished liy

some ethcrial substance of the nature of which they are ig-

norant. The Angekoks, who profess to have paid frequent

visits to the land of souls, describe them to be soft, yielding,

and ineu intangd)le to those who attempt to seize them,

having neither tlesli, bones, nor sinews.

Hence we may easily imagine their ideas concerning the

state of npirits after dea;'i. In general ihuv represent it to
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be unchaiig'Ciiblo, unceasing, iind much more nappy tlia

this mortal life ; but concerning the situation and privileges

of tlic beatific abode of departed spirits, their opinions vary.

Since the Grccnlanders obtain their best and principal sus-

tenance from the sea, many liave placed it in the depths of

the ocean or under the earth, and suppose the deep chasms

in the rocks to be its avenues. There dwells Torngarsuk

and In's motlicr. There is perpetual summer, and clear sun-

shine uninterrupted by night. There is the limpid stream,

and a superabundance of birds, fishes, seals, and rein- deer,

wliich may be caught without trouble, or are even found

boiling alive in a large kettle. ]5ut this is only to be the

abode of such as hut'c been inured to labour, which in their

estimation is the chief of virtues, who iiave performed such

mighty cxjiloits as killing whales and seals, or endured nu-

merous luudships, including those who have been drowned

in the sea, or died in child-birth.

It is therefore evident that they have some faint idea of

rewards and punishments. Departed spirits do not however

make a joyful and immediate entrance into these elysian fields,

but must first .slide for the space of live days, or, according

to others, for a still longer period, down a rough rock, which

the Greenlandms, l)y a strange contradiction, represent to

be quite bloody. Wiiether tliis invention has its founda-

tion in any notion of purgatory, or is only according to tiie

adage that through many trials we enter heaven, cannot be

determined. They always lament the fate of those poor souls,

who have to undertake their journey in cold, stormy wea-

ther, during which they may easily ])erish. lliis is called

the second death, from which there is no recov(ny. The

survivors therefore for five days after the decease of their re-

lative, abstain from certain moats, and from all bustling

work, exclusive of llie capture of seals, tiiat the spirit may
not be disturbed or lost upon its dangerous expedition. It

appears pioliable from several circumstances, that tlieir fore-

fathers utTercd ii|i sacrihccs for the souls vf departed relatives.
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So much IS evident, that the stvi])id tiieculanders as well

;is till! eiili^'litened liealhen of iuicicnt times, shudder at the

tlioiiifht of absolute annihilation.

Jliose ainonc^ the natives who are more struck with the

l)i>iuit_v nnd majesty of the lieavenly bodies, seek for the

hMiipy residcnee of the dead, in the highest heavens, above

the raiidiow. They describe the passage to it to be so quick

and easy, that the souls the same evenin,!!'' in which they

leave the body, ariive at the moon, who was formerly a

Greenlander, put up at liis house, and dance and play at

ball with their comjianious. They afterwards encamp aliout

a lar<re lake stocked with vast ipiantilies of lislics and birds.

AN'lien this lake overflows it rains upon tiic earth. Should

tlie dam break down, there would l)e an universal deluge.

The fust party, on the contrary, maintain that only use-

,ess idle people, ascend into the s]<y, suffer great want there,

are very lean and lecble, and besides have no rest owing to

the rapid circumvolution of the heavens. This is especially

the case with wicked members of societ;,, .•^tich as witches,

who are so tormented by ravens, that tliey cannot jnevent

these birds from tearing their hair. The other sect, how-

ever, will not allow this to be their lot. I?y their own ac-

count, they repair to a large assenddy of their ecpials, and

feast upon seals'-heads, which though continually devoured,

can never be consumed.

But those who reason more rationally, and consider the

soul to be an i imi, terial substance, laugh at all tiiose ab-

surdities, and aflirm that a paradise so nearly resembling

our mortal stale, and where tJK! souls are engaged in such

eartldy pursuits, cannot last long. ]5y their accounts, the

souls pass after death into tranquil abodes. Of their suste-

nance and occupations they do uot pretend to know any

thing. On the other hand, tliey d( seribe hell to be a

gloomy subterranean mansion filled with everlasting horror

and anguish. Such gemually lead an orderly life, and nl)-

Blaiii from every thing which they conceive to bo sinful.
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Whoever is acquainted with the coiiiipt ideas of ancient

philosophers, concernini? the soul and a future state, \\\\)

not wonder at the stu])i(Hty of the Greenliindore on these suh-

jects, but rathor observe a penetration and iiisit,'ht which docs

not mark their ideas and conduct in general. Their dim

conceptions of religious truth we may conjecture to be some

small remnant of light possessed by the fust men, and pre-

served through the progress of tradition, which in propor-

tion as their posterity removed to a distance from the seat

of civilization, woulil of course become more and more ob-

scured by the idle fancies of sui)crstition. According to all

accounts of the North Americans and Asiatic Tartars, their

way of life, manners, and opinions coincide in a great mea-

sure with those of the Greenlanders, though the latter in

proportion to their greater isolation and farther removal to

the north, have lost more of the ideas and customs of their

forefathers. The Greenlanders may also have obtained some

information on religious subjects from the old Norwegian

christians, and afterwards have forgotten or altered it ac-

coidivig to their own way of thinking; especially as the rem-

nant of the Norwegians were in all probability incorporated

with the Aborigines of the country.

Similar traditions exist among them concerning the crea-

tion, the end of the world, and the deluge, which are in part not

more erroneous and contradictory than the opinions of the

Greeks in the fabulous ages. We shall only mention a few

of tlicm. The first man, whom they called KalJak, rose

out of the earth, and soon after, a woman was formed out

of his thumb, from whom sprang the whole human race.

To the latter many also ascribe the origin of the vegetable

and animal creation. The woman is said to have brought

death into the world, by saying, " Let these die, that those

who follow after may have room to live." A Cincidand

woman brought fovtli the Kabluna't (foreigners.) iind some

dogs wJiich devoured their father. One of these foreigner.s

having used contemptuous expressions to a Givcnlauder,
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I) cause he c< ulil strike no birds, was killed by the hitter with

a dart. A war immediately took jdace, in whicli the Green-

laudcrs proved victorious, and exterminated all the strangers.

This last tradition has an t.'vident allusion to the massacre of

tlie old Norwegians, for whom the natives harbour such a

deep rooted iiatred, that they ascribe their origin to the trans-

formation of dogs into men. Fishes were produced from

chips of wood which a Greeulauder threw into the sea. Of
the deluge, concerning which almost every heathen nation

has some notion, the missionaries found a very plain tradi-

tion among the Greenlauders, namely, that the world was

turned upside down, and all the inhabitants drowned, witli

the exception of those who were transformed into spirits of

fire. One man remained alive, who afterwards struck the

ground with a stick, upon which a woman rose out of it, and

they peopled the world anew. They also relate that farther

up in the country, where no men have ever resided, remains

of fishes, and whalebone are to be found on the top of a

mountain, from which they justly draw the conclusion, that

the earth has been covered with an inundation.

Of the end of the world, and the resurrection of the dead,

they have scarcely any idea. Some of them, however, affirm

that souls loiter near the graves of the bodies which they

animated, for five days. The latter then rise again, and

pursue the same course of life in another world, which they

were acoustomed to in this. They therefore always lay the

hunting implements of a deceased person near his grave.

This childish opinion is, however, ridiculed by more ob-

servant Grecnlanders, who perceive that the deceased and

his weapons remain unmoved, and go into corruption toge-

ther. The following seems to bear more evident marks ofa tra-

dition relative to the resurrection, and is the more remarkable,

as it involves belief in a superior Being. They say, that af-

ter the death of the whole human race, the solid mass of the

earth will l)e shattered into small fragments, which will bi>

cleared by a mighty deluge from the blood of the dead ; a

bl 2K
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tempest will then unite the purifiod particles, rnid give them

a more beautiful form, the new world will not be a wilder-

ness of barren rocks, but a plain cloliiod with cverlastin<;

verdure, and eovcred witli a superfluity of animals ; for tliey

believe that all the i)resent animal creation will be revivified.

As for the men, Pirksoma, i. e. He that is above, shall

breathe upon thcra : but of this personage they can give n(»

farther account.

Besides the soul of man, the Grecnlanders speak of other

greater and lesser spirits, which bear some affinity to the

gods and demi-gods of the ancients. Two are pre-eminent,

a good and a bad divinity. The good is called Torngaisuk.

He is the oracle of the Angekoks, on whose account they

undertake so many journeys to his happy subterranean re-

gions, in order to confer with hiiu about diseases, and their

cure, fishing, and the changes of the weather. Tlieir ac-

counts of his person differ very much. According to some

he is of small stature. Some affirm that Ik; resembles an im-

mense white bear ; others a giant with one arm ; while others

again contend that he is no bigger than a man's finger. He
is, however, allowed by all to bo immortal, but yet might

be killed, were any one to break wind in a liouse where

witchcraft is carrying on.

The other great but mischievous spirit, is a female with-

out name. Whether she is Torngarsuk's wife or his mo-

tlier, is not agreed. Tlie natives of the north believe, that

she is the daughter of tiie mighty Angekok, who tore Disko

island from the continent near liaal's 1 liver, and towed it

an hundred miles farther north. This northern Pix)serpine

lives under the ocean, in a largo liouso, in which she en-

thrals all the sea-monsters by the efficacy of lier spells. Sea-

fowls swim about in the tub of train under her la np. The

portals of her palace are guarded l)y rampant seals which are

exceedingly vicious. Yet their place is often supplied by a

large dog, which new sleeps longer than a second at a

time, and can eons«auently rarolv be sururised. When
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llicie IS a scarcity of seals and lishcs, an Angekok must un-

dertake a journey to her abode for a handsome reward. His

Torngal* or famiHar spirit, who has previously given him all

proper instructions, conducts him in the first place under

tlie earth or sea. He then passes through the kingdom of

souls, who spend a life of jollity and ease. Their progress

is soon after intercepted by a frightful vacuity, over which

a narrow wheel is suspended, and whirls round with won-

derful rapidity. When he has bein fdrfunate in |>etting over

the Torn^ak lends him by the hand upon a rope stretched

across the rliasin, and througli the sentry of seals, into the

place of the fury. Aa soon as she espies her unwelcome

guests, she trembles and foams with rage and hastens to

set on fire the wing of a se.i- fowl, for the stench of this would

enable her to take the suffocated Angekok and his Torngak

captives, lint these heroes seize her before she can effect

the fatal fiuniitation, pull her down by the hair, and strip

her of her filthy ainul<'t«, which by their occult powers en-

slave the inhabitants of tlie ocean, Tlie enchantment being

dissolved, the captive creatures directly ascend to the sur-

face of the soa, and the successful champion has no difficul-

ties whatever on his journey back. They do not however think,

that she is so malicious as to ai\n at making nuiukind ctoniiilly

miserable, and therefore do not describe her dwelling as a

hell, but a place abounding in the necessaries of life
;
yvt

no one desires to bo near her. On the contiai-y, they gieatl_^

venerate Torngarsuk j and though they do not hold him n

be the Author of tiic Universe, they wish after death to tjt

to him and share in his affluence. Many Grecnlanders,

when they hear of God and his Almighty power arc casiljf

led to identify him with Torngarsuk. I'he very etymology

of the word seems to denote that they at least formerly re-

garded him as a Divinity. 'Hiey call the soul of man Tarn

gek ; a spirit in gtiieral Torngak ; a great spirit in theii

language is Torngarsoak, which is abbreviated into Tovn-

t;arsuk. The Indians of Amcru-'a also geneially deiH'rsiinutt



25> r.VUUY'.S SIMi.NI) VOYAUK,

Ui»! Divine Being, the Great Spirit, in contlJichstinotJon to

the Manitu or lesser spirits, who inhabit all ercatnros, ani-

mate and inanimate. 'I'licy honour Torng;arsnk as much aa

ancient heathens did Jnpiter, Pinto, or their other principal

divinities, yet they do not regard him as tiiat Eternal lioing,

to whom every thing owes its existence, Tliey pay him no

religious honours or worship, regarding him as much too

beneficent a being to require any propitiations, bribes, or

intreatics; though it cannot well be construed into any

thing but a sacrifice, when a Grcenlandi" 'ays a piece of

l)hil)ber or skin near a largo stone, very onen part of the

flesh of that rein-deer, which is the first fruits of the chase.

'ITiey cannot assign any other reason for this proceeding,

except that their ancestors have done so before them, in or-

der to ensure success in hunting.

No one but an Angekok can obtain a sight of the greater

spirits: but with the inferior sort, which inhabit all the ele-

ments, most pretend to have some acquaintance.

Tu the air dwells a certain Innua, (a possessor,) whom
they call lunerterrirsok ; the forewarner, because be informs

ilie Greenlanders, through the medium of an Angekok, from

wliat they are to abstain, if they wish to be fortunate. Their

l^.rlocrsortok also inhabits the air, and lies in wait for

those souls which pass upwards, in order to take out their

fMitrails and devour tboni. He is described to be as lean,

gloomy, and cruel as a Saturn. The Kongeusetokit are

marine spirits: they catch and devour the foxes, who fre-

quent the strand in order to catch fish. Tliore are also spi-

rits of the fire called Inguersoit, who inhabit the rocks on

tlui sea-shore, and ajipear in the form of the meteor, vul-

garly calK'd jiiek-with-a-lanlhorn. They arc said to have

been the inhabitants of the woild before the deluge. Wlicu

the eartli was turned round and immersed in water, they

chang(Hl themselves into (lames, and took refuge among the

rocks. They frequently steal away men from the strand,

in order to have eonipani(tii.;, ind treat tliein very kindly.
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The Tunnersoit and Iiinuiirolil an; niountiiin spirits; the

fi>nncr.six ells, <an(l the latter only six inches long, l)\it at the

Rjinic time exceedingly clever. ITiese latter are said t(i have

tjiught the Europeans their arts. Hie Eikiglit are warlike

s])irits, and cniel enemies of msinkind; hut inhahit only the

c^sf side of the country, and are perhaps meant to signify

the remnant of the ancient Nonnans. Sillagiksartok is the

A'lolus of Greenland. He dwells upon an ice-(!eld, and re-

gidates the weather. 'J he water has its peculiar spirits
;

and when the Greenlandcrs meet with an unknown spring,

in case there is no Angekok at hand, the oldest inun in the

company must first drink of it, in order to rid the water of

any malicious spirits. When cerUiin meats prove dctrimen-

Uil to any one, especially to women who are great with child,

and have infants at their breasts, the Nenim Innuet. (mas-

ters of diet,) are blamed for enticing them to eat Ct>ntrary

to the rules of abstinence. Both the sun and moon are inha-

bited by their separate spirits who were formerly men ; and

the air itself is a spiritual intclligoiice which men may irri-

tate by criminal conduct, and apply to for coimsel ; a notion

which can surely not excite much surprise amongst those,

who, according to the fashion of the day, arc accustomed

to call upon the heavens for their direction and blessing.

If a man of some genius woidd undertake to reduce the

Greenlandic superstitions to a regidar system, they might

perhaps rival the mythology of the Greeks and Romans, in

every thing but its obscenity.

The Greenlandcrs also relate many stories of ghosts, and

imagine that all monstrous births are changed into bugbears,

which scare away the birds and seals, llie Angekoks alone

can see such a spirit or Anjiak and seize it in the air. When
engaged in this kind of hunting, they must be blindfolded,

and as soon as they have made themselves sine of tlieir

game, cither tear it to pieces or devour it immediately.

That thoy also believe in apparitions of the dead, is plain

t'ldm the foUowini' w^H autlieiiticaleil n lution.
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A boy while playing in a fiuLl at noon-day, was suddenly

cized by his mollicr, who had l)ccn buried in the place, and

addressed in words like tliesc :
" Fear not ; I am thy mo-

ther, and love you much
;
you will come to strange peoj)le

wlio will instruct you in the knowledge of him who created

heaven and earth, &c." The story was related by the boy

himself to a missionary after his baptism, and confirmed by

many others.

A Grcenlander previous to assuming the office of Ange-

kok, or diviner, must procure one of the spirits of the ele-

ments for his Tomgak or familiar. Marvellous tales,

framed to support the belief of a real intercourse ^vith spi-

rits, are related of the manner in which this illapse takes

place. 'JTlie aspirant must retire for a time into a desert,

cut oiT from the society of every human being, and sj)end

his solitude in profound meditation, or in invoking Torn-

gaisuk to send him a I'oingak. This separation from man-

kind, his fivsting and emaciation of body, together with the

severe exercises of his mind, throw the imaginative faculty

into disorder ; and various figures of men, beasts, and mons-

ters, swim before his disturbed brain. He really supposes

tliese to be real spiritual existences, since he thinks of no-

thing else, and this throws his body into violent convulsions,

which he labours to cherish and augment. Some who are

destined to the art from infancy, distinguished by a parti-

cular dross, and instructed by celebrated masters, find lit-

tle diiriculty in the initiation. Several however give out

that they sit down on a large stone, invoke Tarngarsuk,

and tell him their desire. On his appearance the aspirant

shrieks out and dies, and lies dead for three whole days, at

tlie end of which time he CDines to life, and receives Tom-

gak, who, on his desire, instils into him all power and know-

ledge, and conducts him on his journey to heaven and hell.

This expedition can be made only m the end of the year.

The way is shortest in winter when the nights are long and

dark, and xiit; rainbow which is tlieir first iieavcn, preseuis
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ili4clf in the greatest proximity to tho earth. The Aiigcko

begins the ceremony witli drumming, and whirls liinis«>l

round with frightful contortions, till his frame is exhausttMl,

and liis spirits worked up to the proper j)itch of entliusiiism.

He is then led to the entry of the house; one of his pupils

tios his hoiid hetwecn his legs, and his hands hehind his

hiuk ; all the lamps are extinguished, and the windows

closed. No one must witness his in crview with the spi-

rit, nor move a finger while it is going on, lest the sjjiiit

should he disturhed, or rather, lest the fraud should he de-

loctod. After beginning a song, in which all join, he

groans, and puffs, and foams with great iiertiubation, de-

inauiling his familiar, who is frequently very slow to (;ome.

If the Toragak absolutely rcfus(\s to make his appearance,

the soul of the wizard sets out to fetch him. After a short

absence lie returns with a loud langli of joy, accompanied

as a sensible European, Avho had several times been present,

declared, with a rustling resembling the noise of birds i!y-

ing over the roof, and then swooping down into the house.

If, however, the Torngak comes voluntarily, he remains

without at the entrance of the avenue; and there the An-

g«;kok consults him on any subject, respecting which the

Grcenlanders wish for information. Two different voices

nrc distinctly heard, the one on the outside of the house, the

other within. The answer is always dark and ambiguous.

The hearers unravel it amongst themselves, and if they are

not unanimous in their explanation, they beg the Torngak to

give the Angckok a clearer response. A strange Tonigak

sometimes comes, whom neither the Angckok nor the audi-

tors can understand ; so that the answi;r requires as much

labour to develope it as those of the Delphic oracle, a id

leaves sirfficient room for the sorcerer to exculpate hims«df,

liowever the prediction turns out.

But if his commission extends further, he soars aloft with

his Torngak on a long string, up to the realm of souls,

whcie he holds a short conference with the Angckok Poglik,
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the fat or famous sagos, and learns the fate of a sick patient^

or even brings him hack a new soul ; or eke 1 wings his

way downwards to the Goddess of Hell, and liberates tiie

animals detained by enehantment. But he soon returns,

and having found means to disengage himself from his let-

ters, b(!gins to howl and drum most hideously. He the u

relates all that he has seen and heard, though panting for

breath, liko one quite jaded with his excursiu.is. After,

wanls he strikes up a song, and going round the assembled

circle, gives each his touch or benediction. The lamps arc

now liglited, and the Angekok is seen with a pale bewil-

tiered look, and in a state of such exhaustion that he can

scarcely articulate.

It is not every probationer that succeeds in this art, and

one who has drummed ten times in vain for his Torngak

must resign his office. But the successful conjurer may,

after a certain period, assume tb.e dignity of Angekok i*og-

lik. [ho candidate rauiU lie in a dark house mibound, and

after he has intimatee his wishes by singing and drumming,

if he is thought woi thy by Torngarsuk, though few attain

to this hi/h honour, a white bear comes and drags him

away by the toe into the sea. TIkmc he is devoured by

this bear and a walrus, who, however, soon vomit him up

again into hiss own dark chamber, and his spirit re-ascends

from the earth, to animate the body. And now the miglity

sorcerer is complete.

Tiie coarse imposture of the whole process is jvilpu. ly

manifest, and has, in many instances, been made apj)aront

to the Greenlanders themselves. But though the majotiiy

of tlicir Angekoks are doubtlessly mere jugglers, the class

includes a few persons of nnil talent and j)enetration, and

perhaps a. greater number of {.-(muine pbantasts, whose un-

derstanding has been subverted by the influence of some

impression strongly worliing on their fervid imagination.

Those sensible individuals wlio are best entitled to the

name of wise-men, or Angekoks. for the import of the word
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is great and wise, have, pither from the instnictions of their

fathers, or from their own observation and long experience,

acquired a useful knowledge of nature, which enables them

to givtt a pretty confident opinion, to such aa consult th m\

on the stJite of the weather, and the success of their fishery.

They discover equal sagacity in their treatment of the sick,

wliose spirits they keep up by charms and amulets, while,

es long as tlicy have any hopes of recovery, they prescribe

a judicious regimen. Their unblameable deportment and

.'iipcrior intelligence, Jiave made them the oracles of their

countrymen, and they may be deservedly considered as the

physieiiins, philosopliers, and moralists of Greenland.

I'oreons of this class, when jiut to the question by Euro-

peans, avow the falsehood of their apparitions, ronversc

with spirits, and all the mummery connected with it; but

still they ajipcal to tiieir ancient traditions for the truth of

revelations made to their forefathers, and miraculous cures

which they performed by a certain sympathy. With regard

to their own practice, they readily admit that their inter-

course with tl i spiritual world, is merely a pretence to de-

ceive the sim[>le, and that their frightful gesticidations are

necessary to sustain their credit, and give weight to their

proscriptions.

Still there are many, even of those that have renounced

those itnposturcs r.long with hoathonism, who aver that tlioy

have frequently been thrown into siipernatural trances, and

that in this state a suecessum of images appeared before

them, which they took for rovelations, but that afterwards,

the whole scene appeared like a <I.eam A strong imagina-

tion may easily produce a world of fancil'ul conceits. Many
of the Greenlauders are strongly inclined to dream, and

things which had ncv?r entered into thoir waking thouglits,

are presented to them in sleep, with all the liv(-liness of real-

ity. And who will say that the prince of darkness may not

countenance these lying arts, to c<mfer honour on his useful

iniitruments. and assist them to delude a pcKtr and ignorant

ell 9 L
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race? So much is certain tliat Angekoks who have laid

aside their profession in the waters of baptism, while they

acknowledge that the main part is a tissue of fraud and im-

posture, are steadfast in asserting, that thcire is an inter-

ference of some supernatural agency ; something which they

now indeed abhor, but are unable to describe.

Tlie bulk of these diviners sre, however, barefaced im-

postors, who pretend to have the ]iower of bringing on, and

driving away diseases, enchanting arrows, exorcising spi-

rits, bestowing blessings, and of performing a whole cata-

logue of similar feats. Tlie dread excited by these, ima-

gined powers of good and i3vil, procures them a formidable

name, and an ample reward for their services. These sor-

cerers mutter a charm over a sick man, and blow upon him

that he may recover; or they fetch him a healthy soul,

and breathe it into him ; or they conlinc themselves to a

siinjile prediction of life or death. J "or this purpose they

tic a bandage round the head, by which they raise it up and

let it fall : if it feels light, the patient will recover ; if it is

heavy, he will die. In the saii>c manner ihoy inquire the

fate of a hunter who has stayed unusually l<»ng at sea : they

bind tlie head of the nearest relation, and lift it up by a stick

;

a tub of water • jlaccd beneath, and there they behold the

alts('iili(! iitlier overluriH^d iiihiskajak, or rowuig on in his

erect posture. Tliey will also cite (he smii of a man, whom
they wish to injure, to appear before tlioni in liie dark, and

wound it with a spcnr, upon wliicii llicir ( luniy must roii-

suiiio a«ay by a slow disease. The coiiipaiiy present will

pretend to recognize the man by his voice.

Such niaU'Volent wi/.ards as pride (liiniselves most ii|)oii

their powi^r of doing iniscliief, are called Illisectsok. Many

old hags, wlio have no other clianre of siipporting lliem-

fclves, likewise carry on llli^' profession. They are par-

ticularly skilful ill sucking out of a swelled leg, lumps of

linir, and scraps of leather, Milh which tliry have previnnfily

filled theii mouths.
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Tlicsc bunglers liave nearly brought the whole craft into

disgrace, jjarticularly since the missionaries luive exposed

so many glaring instances of fraud ; so that a Grecnlanrler

has sometimes been courageous enough to seize the Angc-

kok during his journey to hell, and throw him out of the

liouse. Yet since they have observed many cases in which

llie predictions of tlic genuine Angekoks have been verified,

;ind that many patitnits, whose lives have been charmed,

liave recovered, as in case of a miscarriage, the blame is

easily thrown upon the amb'guity of the oraele, or the inis-

eliie* -i':s interposition of one of tiie lUiseetsok ; and as these

last, vl •! brought out to suffer deatii, staunchly refuse to

l)etray tlieir craft by a confession of deceit, dying like mar-

tyrs for ihcir occult art, the Angekoks have still so much in-

flueiiee over the greater pait of theiv countrymen, that those

v.lio ridicule their juggling tricks, implicitly follow their

whimsical prescriptions, thinking that if they arc useless,

liiey will at least do no harm.

The i)rescriptions of the Angekoks relate either to certain

yniuKts, or to a course of diet, which includes the healthy

as well as the sick. Women in child-bed have particularly

much to observe. They dare not eat in tl\e open air: no

one else must drink at their water-tub. xr light u match at

their iainp, nov must they themselves boil any thing over it

for a long time, llieir meals must consist of what their own
husbands have caught: the fish must lie eaten before the

meat, and the bones {\)v not t'l li(> thrown out of the house.

The husband must abstain for several weeks from all pur-

suits except the necessary fishing. The ostensible reason of

the.se restrictions is to j)revent the death of the child, ihougii

it is plai - that they were originally invented f(n- the conve-

nience and preservation oi' the feeble mother.

Ahstinenco from food and labour of certain kinds is like-

wise enjoined to young maidens, who have the misfortune to

be soiled by the ordure of tin; f un or moon, or more properly

Kjioaking of a bird flying ovev-hcad. Tliosc who n^jilccl
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these precautions are liable to some mischance, perhaps,

even t.ie loss of their honour or lives ; besides, the Torn-

p;ik of tlie svir might be provoked on their account to raise

stormy weather. The men never sell a seal on the day it is

caught, and tiiey always keep back the head or some other

part, if it be l)ut a few bristles from the beard, lest they

sliduld f nfeit their luck.

Tlieir amulets or pendants are so various that one con-

jurer laughs at another's. Tliey consist of an old piece of

wood, a stone, a bone, or the beak and claws of a bird,

luuig round the neck, or a thong of leather tied round tlie

forehead, breast, or arms.

These potent charms are preservatives against spectres,

ilisoases, and death ; they confer prosperity, and they es-

pecially save children from losing tliei'- souls in thunder

storms, or panic terrors. A rag or shoe of an European luuig

about their children, instils into them some portion of Eu-

ropean skill and ability. Ihey are particularly eager to get

an iMiropean to blow upon them. When they set out on

the wliale-fishery, they must not only be neatly dressed,

but the lamjjs in their tents must be extinguished, that the

shy whale may not be frigiited. The boat's prow must be

.•xdornud with a fox's head, aud the harpoon with an eagle's

beak. In the rein-deer cha;(;, they throw away a piece of

flesh for the ravens. The heads of their seals must not be

fractured nor thrown into the sea, but piled up before the

(liH)r of the house, lest the souls of the seals should be in-

censed and scare away the rest, or perhaps that their own

vanity may be gratifu'il by these trophies of their valour.

The kajak is frequently adorned with a small model of a

kajak, containing a miniature in,age of a man bearing a

sword; sometimes with a dead sparrow or snipe, a jdece of

wood, a stone, featliers, or hair, to ward oif danger. Jhit

it is observed, that tlmse who chiefly make use of these

charms, are in general the most unfortunate, since tlicy arn

ciliier uiiskill'ul persons, and thuicfoie timid, or so secure
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lu their superstition, they needlessly run into danger. A
virtue is supposed to lie in foxs' teeth whicli is powerful

enough to extract all noxious humours.

The Greenlanders likewise use pendants for mere orna-

ment ; and some tic strings round the arms or legs of tlieir

children, to ascertain their growth.

Greenland is well known as the most northern tract of

land lying between Europe and America ; and considering

its vast extent, compared with the small part as yet known

to Europeans, may be justly numbered among the unex-

plored regions of the north. Various navigators have

coasted it from the most southern point, the promontory of

Tarewell, in lat. 59°, proceeding in a north -easterly direc-

tion towards Spitzbergcn, as far as 80* north latitude, and

towards the north or north-west as far as lat. 78°. No ves-

sel, however, has hitherto gained its nortliern extremity, so

that it cannot be determined with any degree of eortninfv,

whether it be an Island or connected with some other conti-

nent. That it is joined towards the cast to Spitzbergen,

Nova Zembla, or the north of Tartary, was only a vague

conjecture which has been ex])lodcd by the discoveries of

the Dutch and Russians. Another supposition, that it ter-

minates on the north-west in America, admits of being sup-

ported by much mon^ prol)al)le argiunents. In tiie iiisi

jilaccs, Davis's Strait, or more properly Baffin's IJay, is

known gradually to contract towards the north ; and the

shore, though generally high where it borders on the open

sea, flattens as we advance nearer the jiole. Again, the

fide, which near Cape Farewell, or even Cockin's Sonid,

at fi5*, rises at new and full moon more than 18 feet sel-

dom exceeds two fathoms in the neighbourhood of Di-^ko,

I'.nd as we precced still farther north, entirely disappears.

To these reasons may be mldod the testimony of the Green-

landers tliemselves, though not much to be relied upon

According to their accounts, the strait at last becomes si«

uarrow, liat the natives of one coast may be heard by tht.ii
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neigbboiirs on the other; and that were it not for tnc rapi-

dity of the current, which sets in a soiitherly direction

through the middle, they would even be able to visit each

other.

The name Greenland was first given to the cast side by

its discoverers, the Norwegians and Icelanders, on account

of its uncommonly verdant appearance. This side, gene-

rally cidled ancient or Lost Greenland, is at present un-

known ; since, owing to the prodigious quantities of float-

ing ice, none are able to approach it.

The tales of Icelandic writers, who describe in glowing

colours the fertility of ancient Greenland, with the beauty

of its villages and churches, are generally cOTisidercd to be

completely chimerical. However, it ought to be mentioned,

that traces of a superior state of cultivation have been ob-

gervcd also on the west coast : and remnants are still to be'

seen there of dwelling houses and churches, probably erected

by the Norwegians ; so that in this respect it may have

been no way inferior to the more famous eastern side.

West Greenland is inhabited by Europeans between the

92d and 71st degrees of north latitude, and has sometimes

been erroneously termed by voyagers Davis's Strait, which

again has not unf i-quently lieen confounded with the whole

arm of the sea separa'.ing Greenland fr m America. Davis's

Strait, ])roperly so called, is only time narrow cliannel,

idjout 40 leagues broad, between the promontory of Wal-

singham on James's island in North America, and Soutli

J5ay in Greenland ; and extends from lat. 71* as far as Disko

island.

It is called after Ji'^tm Davis, an Englishman, who dis-

covered it vliile en IciV. Hiring to find the noith-w<'st pas-

Kagn, and nas since that time been visited by various

finOons, on account of the whale-fishery ; especially by the

Dutch and English, who have furnished the best outlines

of the coast.

'llie siiore, on tliis sulo, is Jiigh, rugged, nr3 baiTen
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dis-

si pas-

by Uu;

liaiTi'ii

rising close to the water's edge, into tiemenftons precipiccB

and lofty mountains, crowned with inaccessible cliffs, which

may be seen from the sea at the distance of a hundred miles,

la these respects, it bears some similarity to the coast of

Norway, with this difference, that the Norwegian moun-

Uiins are clothed with wood, and rise with a more gradual

ascentt

All the Greenland hills, except where the rocks are smooth

and pcrjicndicular, are covered with eternal ice and snow,

wliich accumulate particularly on elevated flats, entirely fdling

many valleys, and in all probability increasing from year to

year. Those rocks on wbicli tlie snow cannot lie appear

at a distance of a dusky-grey colour, and without any signs

of vegetation ; but upon nearer inspection they are found to

be streaked with numerous veins of coloured stone, with here

and there a little earth, which affords a scanty nourishment

to some hardy species of Ji.eath. The valleys, which contain

several small brooks and ponds, are overgrown with a sort

of low bmsh-wowL

The whole coast is indented with a scries of deep bays or

fiordes, which penetrate a great way into the laud, and are

sprinkled with innumerable islands, of various dimensions,

and the most fantastical shapes.

Of so wild a country, only thinly inhabited on the coast,

a long geographical description would be needless. It may,

however, be proper to give a brief account of the principal

places, as they lie iu order along the shore, obtained chiefly

from a merchant who resided a great number of years iu the

coiuUry.

The majority of the Greenland nation live botwcrn Staa>

tenhuk and lat. 62*
; or, as the natives usually express it,

in the south. In this part of Greenland no Europeans have

soltlod, so that it is but very p:ii tiiilly known.

I'arthir north the first place deserving notice is the colonj

of Fredericshaab, founded in the year 1742 by Jacob Serp-

rin, a Danish merchant;, ui>on a projecting point of land
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railed by the Grociilanders Puniiiit or a fail. It is an oli-

gihlc place for trade, and possesses a good harbour, about

a mile distant from the open sea. On an island to whicli

the merchant vessels resort, many Grecnlandcrs have fixed

their abode, as they find there abundance of seals and rein-

deer. Three leagues north of I'redericshaab is a bay

abounding in capelins and herrings.

At a distance of about nine leagues from the colony is tlie

well-known ice-blink. It consists of a large and elevated

sheet of ice, casting by its reflection a brightness over the

sky, similar to the northern lights, which may be seen at a

great distance from the sea. Tlie mouth of the adjoining

bay or fiorde, is blocked up by ice driven out by the efflux

of the tide, and so wonderfully piled up by the waves, that

the spaces between the islands are completely vaidted over,

and the whole presents the sublime spectacle (f a stupen-

dous bridge of ice,. of eighteen miles long and four and three

quarters broad. Under the arches of the bridge, which are

from twenty to sixty yards high, boats may enter the har-

bour, though threatened with destruction by the masses im-

pending from above. Large pieces of ice also, detached

from the mountains, are frequently driven through by the

tide. When the Greenlanders wish to fish in this bay, they

carry their kajaks over land, and tlion find an open sheet of

water, twelve leagues long and about one in breadth.

The remains of Greenland houses are found along the

shores, whence may be concluded that the mouth of the bay

has not always been closed. The points of land which run

out a great way into the sea, on both sides of the ice-blink,

consist of banks of sand so fine and light, that when agi-

tated by the gentlest breeze, it darkens the air like a cloud,

and fills the eyes and mouths of all who approach within

eight leagues of the shore.

About twenty leagues from the colony there is an opening

in the land, called in the maps Bear's Sound, through

whicli many suppose that there is a passage to the east side,
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If credit may be given to the accounts of the Gieenlanders,

the i(!niains of old Norwegian buildintjs are found on its

shores.

Not far from this opening there is a lake of brackish wa-

fer, which has a communication witii the sea, at high water,

by means of two narrow chimnels. In spring, speckled seals

flock in great numbers to this lake, and are easily taken by

the Greenlanders in an ebb-tide.

In latitude sixty-tlnee degrees, and twenty leagues north

of Fredericshaab, there is a narrow bay called Fish-bay,

from its containing a great variety of fish. Near its mouth

are two considerable islands, on one of which is a lofty

mountain, by comparing which with tlie circumjacent sum.

m.'ts the Greenlanders trace their way to the bays frequented

by seals.

Farther up in the bay, ruins are fownd, and among them

pieces of a metal similar to bronze, probably fragments of

bells used in the old Norwegian churches. Eight miles

farther north lies Innuksuk, a Greenland place of residence
;

and again twelve miles farther, the Groode Fiorde, also fre-

quented l)y Greenlanders. At a short distance from thence

is a large creek, wilii an even, sandy shore, which, on ac-

cound of its extent and flatness, is called the muster- place,

but at present uninhabited. Here the trade of the lodge

may be said to terminate.

Next in order come the islands of Kellingeit, which lie

within the sphere of trade of the colony at Godhaab.

Seals are caught here in great abundance, as they may be

easily intercepted in the narrow channel between the islands.

Five leagues from hence is Merkoitsok, and the liuxe Fiorde,

a Dutch harbour, where roving Greenlanders frequently

spend the winter. The island Kellingarsoak, twelve miles

farther north, was formerly well-peopled, and is only a short

'listance from the rivei Kariak, on the banks of which many

areenlunders still reside.

About four miles fiom Kariak, the large Amaialik Fiorde*

a V2 2 M
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thirteen leajfues in lengtli and three in breadth, penetrates

into the land in a nortli-castcrly direction. Close by iu

mouth is the Priester Fiorde, so called because the first

missionary, Mr. Efjede, had proposed settling a colony

there, on account of tlie abundance of grass and underwood

in tlic place. The rein-deer and seul-liunt in the Amaralik

Fiorde is very productive. In the adjacent country there

are ruins of olil Norwegian villages, with abundance of free-

stone, and veins of red granite ; but very few Greenlanders

reside in the neighbourhood.

A few miles farther is the Hiorte Tak, or Stag's Horn.

This is the highest mountain in the neighbourhood, perhaps

in the wliole country. The highest of its peaks is visible

from tilt' soa, at the distance of one hundred miles and up-

wards, and owing to its steepness is free from snow, except

in the hollows. This mountain is a beacon to navigators,

and a weather -guide to the Greenlanders; for when a tem-

pest tlnoatcns from the south, its summits are envrloj)ed

in a liyht mist.

V
Proceeding northwards under the Malina and Kyjier or

partridge mountains, is Godhaab, the third colony, lat. 64°

M', about seventy miles north of i'isher's Lodge. It is si-

tuated in Ball'.; River, a bay which runs into the land in a

north-westerly direction, sixty or seventy miles in length,

reckoning from the islands in its estuary. These islands lie

close ogcthcr to the number of some hundreds, within a

compass of four leagues. The remotest of tliem arc called

Kookorncn or Cock islands, by the Greenlanders Kittiksut.

IJetween them and Kangek to the north is the tisual passage,

the North Gat. Kangek, called by the Danes Hope Island,

is surrounded by many smaller islands. Westerland, which

borders cm Kangek, is separated from the main-land by a

narrow water, called Nepiset or Catfish Sound. In au-

tumn, the Greenlanders have their best seal-fishery here.

Towards the South, the Kookornen are separated by the

Soutli Gat, another passage, from a multitude or cond'der-
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Mi! isiands. On llio peninsula opposite llie Kookdrnen is

lli« harbour with lln; blubber-hou^o adjoining. About a

mile from the sea, tlio lirothren's settlement of New Hernn-

Init is situated, and the same distance farther north the co

lony of Godhaab. Besides the principal buildinj^, in which

the factor and the missionary reside with their people, there

is also a store-house, smith's shop, ajid brewhouse belong

jng to the establishment. The church stands by a brook

not far distant, and the houses of the Greenlandcrs lie scat-

tered round it.

Farther up is the Wildnian's Ness, where Eider ducks are

shot in abundance during the winter evenings; and near

it lies the island of Saalberg or Saddlehill, so called be-

cause its topmost peak, which may be seen ninety miles off,

resembles a saddle in appearance. Not far from tlioiue is

the Bear island, and close by it the island of Auj)illartok.

Both these islands are about twenty miles in length, and

arc very elevated. They divide the channel into two bays,

one of which runs up north-east to Pissiksarbik, the best

cnpelin fishery. On the western side of the north bay lien

Kanneisut, an extensive anil level coast with little rocky

hills. It has a good salmon fishery, and a lake of fresh wa-

ter at least twenty miles long, which does not however con-

tain many fish. Tliis bay again divides into two arms, near

one of which, called Ujaraksoak, the finest VVeichstein is

found, and the remains of Norwegian buildings occur in the

greatest abundance. This north bay is separated from that

of Pissiksarbik by a naiTov :i> '. if land, and both these are

ngain divided from the Arr.,irahk i^iorde by the long pci in-

sula on which Godhaab sta.'lt.,

Godhaab the oldest colony in the country, was founded

an 1721, in Kangek, by Mr. Hans Egede, the first mission.

%ry, and Mr. Jcntoft, the factor, who were comnnssionod

for this purpose by a company in Bergen. In 1728 the es-

tablishment was removed to the mainland by Governor Paars,

lis tiade is one of the best in the country, lormerly sonic
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thousands of Gieenlanders inhabited tlie banks of this rirer;

but since an attack of the sraall-pox in 1783, they have

decreased so much, that very few natives are seen in the

neighbourhood, besides those under the care of the mis-

sionaries, and roving families of Southlanders, who arc fond

of wintering in Kangrk.

A factor who resided many years in the country, and took

pains to gather tlie most authentic information from the

Grccnlanders, made the following estimate of the population

on the west coast. Within the compass of his trade, ex-

tending eighty miles along the coast, about Ball's river, he

computed only nine himdred and fifty-seven regular inha-

bitants. Yet this part of the country is next in population

to Disko Bay and the south coast. In some districts a man

may even travel forty miles without meeting a human being.

Now computing the inhabited part of tiie shore to be

eight hundred miles in length, and allnving one thousand

souls to a tract of eiglUy miles, in consideration of the su-

perior populousncss (if the north and south parts of the coast

to that from which the estimate is taken, it will give a total

of ten thousand inhabitants. Tlie above-mentioned factor,

however, deducts three thousand from this amount, because

so many tracts of land arc absohuely desert. He asserts,

that in the year 17.iO tlic Greenland nation amounted to

thirty thousand; that in J/UJ, when he made his first cal-

culation, it could still reckon twenty thousand ; and that

since that tini(^ it has sulFered a diminution of two thirds, or

at least one half of its numbers.

The first station of Greenlanders from Kangek northwards

is Pissugbik, twenty miles distant. Eight miles further is

a fishing bay, where the first missionary had thoughts of

BPttli'-g, induced by the fishery and the quantity of grass.

TwcTiy leagues from Godhaab lie the Napparsok islands.

Here, and on the opposite continent, grass and drift wood

are found in abundancr. There is also great plenty of fish,

birds, and seals. The ieo fields, which (loaf with the
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cunent and a strong south wind round Staatenhuk from the

e.ist side, do not pass heyond this point, as here the force

of the stream suhsides, and loses itself altogether still far-

llier to the north. In 1756, the ship destined foi- Godhaal

was forced to run in here, and wait till a north-east wind

hud cleared the shore of ice.

At no great distance is Omenak, a Greenland station.

The former inhaitants of this place were infamous for mur-

der throughout the country.

Forty leagues from Godhaah, hit. ()5* <1G', is the fourth

colony of Zukkerlop, (sugar-loaf,) situated on the small

island of Kangek, in Bruyne Bay. It was founded in 1755

l)y order of the company of trade, hy Anders Olson, factor.

It owes its appellation to three conical j)caks, by which the

seamen steer their course when entering the port. The

harbour is very safe and commodious, lying between two

little islands, a mile distant from the open sea. The coun-

try is barren and dreary, and has no rein-dcers. Whales,

however, whicli are extremely rare in more southern parts,

arc not unfrequently seen in the bay. They make their aj)-

pearancc in January and February, but they are seldom

taken by the Greenlanders, and by the Eurojicans never,

owing to the want of the necessary boats and tackle. The

factor struck one once, and not having line enough, fas-

tened to it some empty casks, instead of bladders used by

the Greenlanders, but the fish escaped.

Coasting along by two fiordes, or bays, after a run of

forty miles, is a large island. It lies low, with deep val-

leys, and is frequented by salmon. Tlierc is found here

a white shining clay, which does not crack in the fire.

Amongst tlie rocks is one of ])articularly large size, with a

deep valley in the middle, which is overflowed at high wa-

ter. Here frequently more than a hundre.l seals enter wiifi

the tide in fair weather, and are catight and killed by the

Greenlanders when the water retires.

In lat. 67" lies Wyde Fi«>rde, and opposite to it the isluml
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of Nepiset or Nepisene. Upon this island a lo Igc war, built

in the year 1721, for the advantage of trade and whale fish-

ing ; but it was forsaken tlu; year after, and all the house's

were burnt by the crews of foreign vessels. In the year

1 729, a colony was established in the same place with a fort

adjoining, which were also abandoned and demolished, a

short time after, by order of the king.

Not far from hence, and about twenty-six leagues north

of the Zukkerlop, lies the Amarlok Fiorde, where the Green-

landers catch every year a number of whales. Here also

tliey founded the fifth colony, called Holsteinburg, in me-

mory of the Duke of Holstcin, member of the privy -council,

and president of the honourable missionary society. The

spot on which this colony is built, is one of the most eligi-

ble, both as an agreeable residence and convenient trading-

place.

Eight leagues from Hulsteinburg, and in lat. 07* 30', lies

the well-known South Bay, the best harbour belonging to

the whalers, and a suitable place of rendezvous when

the fishing season is over. A colony was foinuled here in

1756, but since the settling of Holsteinburg, only one man
resides on the premises, who huys in the blubber from the

few Grcenlanders in the ncighliourhood.

The wliale fishery is often very productive near the two

factories; but most of tlie Grcenlanders have withdrawn

from their vicinity, although it is rich in all kinds of birds

and fishes. In the neighbourhood of the last mentioned

place, the sea is frozen throughout the winter, and not

clear from ice till May, when the season for catching whales

is past.

Next in order conic Ri(Tkt)l and North Hay, beyond which,

the sea penetrates into tlie land in a south-easterly diiecticni,

and forms the well-known Disko Bay filled with groups of

small islands, of which the most considerable are, the West,

Wliale, Green, Dog, ano Dunk islands, extending partly

towards the east into Spiring Bay, and partly U> the noilli,
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as far as DisVo island. Tlie entire circuit of the bay is

about one hundred anl twenty leagues. The land round

about it is hiph, flat on the top, and covered with ice : though

the shore along the roads is smooth and level. There is a

])lace in the neighbourhood called Schans, which, accord-

ing to the Dutch charts, contains a vein of good stone-coal,

though it has hitherto never been worked. It is remark-

able, that Disko island is frequented by rein-deer, which is

the case with no other. The channel which separates it

from the main land is called Waygat, and is about four

leagues in breadth. The fishc-y in the bay is the most pro-

ductive of any in the whole country ; as in winter, when it

is frozen, the Greenlanders kill vast numbers of seals upon

the ice, and in spring, frequently catch small and even full-

grown whales in it. It is also the yearly resort of many
Dutch whalers.

The population of Disko-bay is more numerous than that

of any other tract in Greenland, except perhaps the most

southern part, where there are no colonies. Trade conse*

qucntly flourishes most in its vicinity.

' The eighth colony, Christianshaab, was settled in 1734,

by order of Mr. Jacob Severin, in Viire Bay, lat. CD" 30', or,

according to others, ()8' 31'.

Three leagues farther to the north lies Ice Fiorde, which

the Greenlanders report to have been an open sound, pene-

Uating as far as the east-side ; but it is at present entirely

blocked up with ice. Numerous ice-niouniains of the larg-

est size are yearly driven out of this bay.

From Jacob's Haven, ships sail for fourteen leagues, first

to the north, and then westward, before tliey arrive at the

moutli of Disko-bay, passing in their course another co-

lony, llittenbenk, founded in 1755, by Charles Dalagcr.

In its vicinity, a white close-grained species of whct-stone

ia found, called oil-stone.

The next and last colony, called Noogsook, or the Great

Ness, wa« buUt ~n the year 1755, at the extremity of the
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Wajgat, lat. 71°. A ship touches every year at both the«e

places; but their exports have hitherto been but smalL

Measures liavc since been taken to remove it some leagues

farther north, to Jacob's Creek, where many Greenlan-

dcrs resiJe. There is no missionary in either of them.

Conccniiiit,' tlie face of the ronntiy, still farther norlli, all

knowledge is confined. William Buifm, who sailed in the

year 1010, with Captain Robert Uylot, in search of a pas-

sage tlirough Davis's Straits, and who has givew his name

to all that part of the sea, between lat. 72° and 78', affirms,

that he traded witli the Grecnlandms as far north as Horn

Sound, in lat. T^'. liven in lat. 74°, he was led to conclude,

that the Grcenlanders had a summer residence, from the

traces of tents visible in many places along the coast, llie

sea was found to contain abundance of seals and sea-uni-

corns, and in Thomas Smith's Sound, lat. 78*, whales of

the largest size were observed. The Disi<o Grcenlanders

say, that the land extends for more than 150 leagues north

of their residence, and consequently as far as lat. 70'
; but

it is very thinly inhabited, though it abounds in eider-fowl,

white bears, and seals ; no one being desirous of living in

a place where the winter nights are so long and cold. There

is also a scarfity of wood and iron, which the more southern

Grcenlanders receive in exchange for the horns of sea-uni-

coms. The face of the country presents nothing but naked

rocks covered with ice, so that the natives are forced to buy

even the grass which they use in their shoes. Their houses

(instead of the wooden rafters and sods) arc roofed with tlie

horns of the sea unicorn, clay, and scrbskins.

The land stretclies in a north-westerly direction, towards

America, and is bordered with numerous clusters of small

islands. Here and there, upright stones with projecting

arms are said to be found, which look like our road-guides.

Fear has also coloured them white, and given rise to the fa-

ble ol the gigantic Kablunak (European) standing on a

mountain, to whom passengers offer up a piece of whalebone.

.
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The suuthcrn part of Greenland, which is likewise uniu-

habiled by Europeans, is better known than the extreme

north. In the autumn of 1723, Mr. Egede undertook a

%-oyage of discovery thither. In the years 1749 and 52, a

traveller in the pay of the Greenland company, went on se-

veral trading expeditions : during the last of which he spent

two summers and one winter in the south. Very little is

known concerning the particulars of his journey, and the ac-

count must depend upon the relations of the Greenlanders

living in those parts, a number of whom pay a yearly visit

to the north.

The Greenland hills are generally so lofty that the snow

ou tlieir summits seldom thaws, and what melts in the day-

time is congealed during the night. They also abound in

deep chasms, into which the sun-beams seldom or never en-

ter. Besides, even in the most precipitous mountains there

are occasional flats and hollows, in which the rain and snow-

water collects, and is frozen into ice. When the snow rolls

down in heaps, or after having been dissolved by the sun,

• .. ^c 'nds in rivulets and torrents upon the ice already formed

in the*.? hollows, the latter gradually accumulates into a solid

lump, upon which the action of the sun can make but a

rery partial impression ; and the decrease occasioned by

thaw is amply made uji by continual accessions from the

snow and rain.

These huge lumps of ice sometimes project a considerable

way over the edge of the rocks, and do not melt so much
on the surface as underneath, bursting in cracks of various

dimensions, out of which the water continually oozes. Be-

ing in this way gradually undcvniinod to such a degree as

to lose their equilibrium, they l)reak loose from the rocks

with a tremendous crash, and falling in enormous frigmenta

over the edge of the i)recipicc, plunge into the depth below,

with a noise like thunder, and a commotion of the wattr

sufficient to overset a boat at a good distance from the shore.

Many - poor Greenlander sailing unconceniedly in his kajak

bn 2 N
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alon^ the coast, hits lost his hie hy tlioii fall. These

masses of ice sometimes remuin lixed in the chuisins of the

rocks, or frozen fast in the buys, for a number of years to-

gether, and arc continually increased by the snow-water,

(which being sometimes mixed with earth and stones,) their

prodigious magnitude cannot be wondered at.

Those who have seen the glaciers of Switzerland, or the

Tyrol, or even read descriptions of them, will not be at a

loss to conceive how such immense pieces of ice may be

htosencd from the cavities in which they are formed. The

chasms in them are occasioned by the ice thawing under-

neath and freezing again during the winter. A large quan-

tity of air is consequently enclosed, which when expanded

by the heats of the summer, bursts the exterior covering,

with a terrible explosion, and a concussion aptly denominated

an ice-quake, so vehement that casual passengers are forced

to sit down in order not to be thrown off their legs. On
such occasions, not only earth, wood, and stones, hut even

the bodies of men and animals which had been embosomed

in the ice, are vomited forth, and large masses roll down
into the valleys beneath, frequently covering whole mea-

dows.

Some conception may be formed of the size of these masses

from the description of the Rheinwald glacier, which at

the same time illustrates the nature of the Ice-blink. This

glacier is said to be four miles long and two broad, and be-

tween several hundred and a thousand fathoms in height.

It consists entirely of masses of pure ice, precipitated from

the mountains, and ranged side by side in perpendicu-

lar columns. 'J'owards the western extremity issues a tur-

bid stream, which soon disappears again under the ice. On
the east side, a magnificent cavern opens far into the gla-

cier. The neighbouring villagers say, that four miles from

its mouth it is still high enough to admit of a man's stand-

ing upright in it. A rivulet of crystal water discharge* it-

self through this channel.
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If such stupendous masses are precipitated from the hills

of Switzerland, it is little wonder that the arctic seas uf

Greenland should be crowded with huge mountains of float-

ing ice. The highest summits of the Cordilleras, which

lie directly under the Equator, are covered with perpetual

ice and snow. It has however been too hastily concluded,

that the line of congelation, which in hot climates is thirteen

thousand three hundred and eighty feet above the level of the

sea, gradually lowers itself towards the poles, till within the

polar circle, it coincides with the surface of the earth. Ocu-

lar demonstration disproves this. Greenlanders inhabit as

far north as 7j°, and Europeans have settlements in lat.

71". On the highest Greenland mountains, which though

not as high as Chiniboraqo, have yet an elevation of at least

six thousand feet, rain is more frequent than snow during

the summer mimths, and even the snow which descends is

quickly melted.

The soils of this country afford little scope for description.

They are in general extremely scanty and shallow. The

country round Godhaab principally consists of clay, sand*

or ttnf. Tlic clay is pale bhie, and very sandy and sterile.

In other tracts a light grey marl prevails, which is intei-

mixed with mica, and stands the fire. There is also found

a very fine and light micaceous sand, greasy to the touch,

and a fine white pearl sand filled with black antl red crys-

tals of garnet, and uncommonly hard. Most of the siind in

the country is grey or bvown and full of stones : when ma-

nured, it will support vegetation.

Turf is found in all the marshes, mixed with black mould,

sand, and gravel, and is not good for firing. The proper

turf is an aggregate of vegetable matter, as roots, withered

mosses, grass, putrid wood, and also bones ; and is found

in low lands, on a bed of sand or on the solid rock. A kind

of shell fish are sprinkled amongst its layers, not met with

any where else in the country, deposited probably by some

fornirr mniidatinn of the sea. This tinf-gmund probjibly
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owc» its rormatiun to light earth and grass wusiied off by the

rain from the adjacent mountains. The best sort grows on

the hijiflicst ridges of the little desert islands and bare clifTs,

where a multitude of birds make their roost in the night and

deposit tlieir eggs. Their ordure mixed with earth blown

thither by the wind furnishes a soil for moss and grass, which

augmented by feathers, muscles, and bones, easily discem-

able in tlic mass, form a tenacious covering of turf, two

or three feet thick. This overspreads the summits of the

rocks, and ha.s buried a stone beacon erected by the sailors

of former times. It is called kupp-turf. Owing to the

tough roots it contains, it is diflicult to cut through it, but

it burns >vith a bright flame, and gives out a considerable

heat.

Grass is found not only on boggy, sandy, or turf land,

where it is commonly very poor ami diminutive, but also in

clefts of rocks filled with earth, iind particularly near hu-

man habitations, where it grows very luxuriantly. One spe-

cies, (Agrostis arundinacca,) much resembles the reed, but

has a more slender stalk, and the Greenlanders twist very

neat baskets of it. Another kind, less common, (Elymus

arenarius,) grows near buildings, on a bottom of sand and

gravel, and between stones, with long broad leaves, and a

stalk upwards of a yard long. Its spike resembles that of

wheat, and is often six inches in length. The grains are

like oats, but owing to the shortness of the summer, they

seldom come to maturity. The Greenlanders make use of

this grass to line their shoes and boots.

Several trials have been made to grow oats and barley.

They send up as high a blade as in other countries, but sel-

dom come into car, and are in the very warmest situations

prevented from ripening by the night frosts.

The gardens cannot be very productive, as no seed can

be sown till the middle of June, liven then the soil is fro-

zen at a little depth below the surface, and in September

the frost recommences. Every thing must then be taken

a;

a
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out of the earth, and laid up to keep, except chiveH, which

will eudure the winler. Salad and cabbage will not bear

transplanting, and remain very small. Radishes thrive as

well as in Europe. The black radishes arc small, and tur-

nips seldom exceed a pigeou's egg in size, but they may

be eaten with greens, and have an excellent taste. This

is all that can be reared in the gardens, nor will they pro-

duce evci' this, unless tluy arc screened from the norti:

wind and the spray of the sea water.

The most plentiful production of this country is moss,

which grows in great plenty, and of many different kinds.

One species (the Sphagnum or bog-moss,) is like a thick

soft fur or fleece; the Greenlanders st.')p up the chinks of

their houses with it, and use it as Europeans do waste pa-

per. Another kind has filaments a span long, which ad-

here together like some sorts of fungi. This serves them

for tinder, and for wick to their larops.

There are several varieties of jow under-wood, where the

rein-deer find pasture, and which the natives use for kin-

dling fires. The Azalea is a beautiful creeping shrub with a

profusion of red flowers. Several berry-bearing shrubs also

occur, as the bilberry and cranberry. The crow or crake-berry,

(Empetrum nigrum,) is a low oarth-like plant, with small

oblong leaves, and flesh-coloured flowers which produce

black juicy berries, not ungrateful to the palate. It grows

here in abundance. Another plant, the Andromeda, and

much resembling this, bears violet bell-shaped flowers

without berries. The cloud-berry, (Ilubus Cbamoemo-

rus,) never comes to matmrity. The leaf and fruit is much

like the mulberry, only the berry is yellow. The stalk is

a finger's length, and the flower has four white petals.

This plant grows only in northern climates, and its beiTies

are packed up in small vessels for exportation. Tliey are

a great delicacy, and an excellent remedy for the acuity.

The Greenlanders eagerly collect all these fruits, parti-

cularly the crake- berries, which keep through the winter
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under the snow. They tl<» imt howpvcr set auy xaliie upon

the jimipci-hcny, wliic li ^.tows heie I'ar larpr th,\ii in Eu-

rope, tliou^'h tlio liusli itself trails on the earth. Besides

the shrults aiivady ineiitioiied, several speeies of Willows

find a lumrishment, hut are ohli^ed hy the eolil to ercep like

brnoiii along; the ground. Nor do the birches, which arc of

a dwarf kind with small indented leaves, mount any higher.

Ihit in the fiuides, where warmth is stronger and more last-

ing, these trees and ti>e elders wiiich overhang the brooks,

grow to the hcigiit of a man, and have a stem three inches

thick. Their ciookodness, however, which makes it impos-

sible to bind them in faggots for loading, and the nature of

the wood itself, being unadapted for condjustion, render i',

notwithstanding its al)utKlancc, of little service for fire- wood,

and recourse must he had to turf, drift-wood, or coal im-

ported from other coim tries.

Very few of the productions of the sea have come under

human observation, but why may they not be as lunnerous

as those of the land, and as useful, if our knowledge of them

were less limited ? It is long since the observation was

first made, that the depths of ocean are as diversified as the

upper land ; that there also nature sports in an interchange

of hill and valley and wide extended champaign. Islands

and clifi's are but the emerging summits of mountains whose

bases dive towards the central recesses of the earth. The

higher and steeper the shore of any continent is, the deeper

is the sea which washes it. The plummet, which at one time

brings up mud and sliine, at another different kinds of sand,

is a plain indication that the bottom of the »ea is also com-

posed of a vaiiety of soils. Is there not then a high proba-

bility that those secret depths are the receptacle, not only

of grass and sea-weed, such as is sometimes rent by a tem-

pest from its native rock and cast upon the strand, but of

large trees, like those in which the lines of fishermen are of-

ten entangled, and bring up with them broken branches that

have hitherto serrcd only, to grnce the enbinets of nafurali'^ts,
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V)iit are doubllfss inUMidod to answer soinc purpose of liijjher

utility ? I'robiibly they are the food of innumerable sea-

monsters, wliieii seldom or never make their appeiirancn

on the surface, 'llic smallest and must lender se;i-weeds,

whieh grow near th« sirand, arc filled witli a number of

animalcule which have eaten through tl;em, and the larger

species, which are ejected from a i ,ii dcrable depth in tiie

sea, are bitten and bored through in vain us ways.

Having given a general account of the manners and cha-

racter of the inhaDitauts of thes'O lortlifrn climes, it will be

proper to return to the history of tlic progress of the Fury

and Hecla.

" At daylight on the 1st of September, says Captain Parry,

we found ourselves within thne or lour hundred yards of

the rocks on the eastern side of Winter Island, the sound-

ings having gradually decreased to eleven fathoms. Had
it remained dark an hour longer the Fury would in all pro-

bability have gone on shore ; but happily the ice was slack

enough to allow us to warp clear of danger soon after day-

break. The Hccla had in the mean tinie been drifted round

Cape Fisher, and several miles to the westward towards

Lyon Inlet, in which direction the Fury was also carried in

the afternoon. The wind now setting in easterly, both ships

drove with the ice up the inlet, and on the 4th were abreast

of Safety Cove, though fortunately on the western side,

clear of the danglers of the Bay of Shoals. A light breeze

then springing up from the north-west, we again began to

move down the inlet; and on the evening of the Clh, after

making a little progress with the sails in the course of the

last two days, were once more met by an easterly breeze off

Cape Edwards, the ice being still as closely packed as pos-

sible. The young ice also began at times to annoy us, by

forming to a considerable thickness at night, so as to ce-

ment the larger masses strongly together. Tlie weaUicr

now became chilly immediately after sunset, and we consi-

dered it rather a premature d»»crease of temperature \n this
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latitude, when the thermometer was observed to fall to 24*

ou the morning of the 31st of August. A very unusual depo-

sition of dew took place every evening about this season,

immediately after the sun had set, and was in an hour or

two converted into hoar frost.

" In the afternoon of tlie Cth I was much pained at be-

ing informed by telegraph from the Hecla, that Mr. Fife,

Greenland Master of that ship, had just expired, an event

which for some days past there had been but too much rea-

son to apprehend ; the scurvy having within the last three

weeks continued to increase considerably upon him. It is

proper for me, however, both in justice to the medical of-

iicers under whose skilful and humane cnre lie was placed,

and to the means with which we were in this way so libe-

rally supplied, to state that during a part of that time Mr.

I'ifc had taken so great a dislike to the various anti-scor-

butics which were administered to him, that he could seldom

be induced to use any of them. The disease, in conse-

quence, reduced him to a state of extreme debility, which

at length caiTied him off almost without pain. Tlie Hecla

being at the time closely beset, and in a situation of gieat

danger among the shoals off Winter Inland, Captain Lyon

caused the remains of the deceased to be committed to the

sea with all the solemnity which circumstances would per-

mit. I cannot close this melancholy notice without expresd-

ing my most sincere regret, to which I may venture to add

that of Captain Lyon and the other officers, for the loss of

this very deserving individual, whose qualities as a seaman

and navigator, had it jdeased God to spare his life, would

have rendered liini an ornament to the naval service, into

which he was to have been admitted as a Master on the re-

turn of the ships to England. Mr. Crawford, the mate oi

the Fury, was appointed, for the present, to act as Mas

ler of the Hecla in the room of Mr. Fife.

" In the night of the 6th, the ships which had before

nearly closed each other, were again separated to the dis«
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faiirt' i>f scvciiil iiiiU's, llnniu'li no iiiDlioii was perceptihle in

llii^ iii.i.ssc^ of ico aboiil tlii'iu. Ilio Ileclii was now cai-

riod towards W iiitfr Island, and the Fniy up Lyon Inlet,

so tliat on tlio lOlIi wo had reached iiie islands ofl I i\e-

hawser Hay within ihivf-qnavters ol a mile, whore the Ilecla

was l)ar(']y visible I'roin the mast head. On llie (Moniiii;nf
the 11th, however, the wind at length be^an to I'leshen

from the north-west, when tiie ice almost inmiediately coni-

nieneed drivinf^ (k)wn the inlet al the rate ol a nule an hour,

carrying the l\ny with it and within liali' a mile ol' the incks,

the whole way down to Cape JNIartineau, Inil keeping her in

de.e|i water. In the mean time the Ilecla had been swej)t

into nnich more dangerons situations, ])assing along the east

and south sides o'' \\ inter Island , and after driving nearly

up to I'ivc-liawser Hay, being earned near some dmiger-

iius siioals about t'ape J'.dvvards, where ('a|>tain Lyon ex-

|.(cted every other tide that she would take the ground.

Indeed for the last I mi or twelve days the situation of the

Hecla iiad been one of imminent danger, and every exertion

to remove her from it had proved unavailing. From this

liiue, however, the ice contiiuunl to ihi\e to the southward,

an<l, by some means or other, the shi|)s once more closed

each other. It was now observable, as on a former oc-

casion in this neighbourhood, that the ice did not carry the

ships in the direction opposite to the wind, but much more

towards Southamiiton Island: so that on the 1 lib we were

once more oif Life Rock, and had, by great exertions in warp-

ing, nearly rejoined the Hecla. Wc now also observed a

dark water-sky to the e.i .nard, which assiued U8 that a

clear sea could be at no great distance in tliat direction.

On the following day, when the ships had closed each other

within a mile, we could see the clear water from the mast-

head, and the Hecla could now have been easily extricated.

Such iiowever are tiie sudden changes tiiat take place m
this precarious navigation, that not long afterwards the

I niy was unite at liberty to sail out of the ice, while the
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lleela was now, in lior luiii, so inuunvfahly scl fust, and

fven ciMuontt'd hetwiMMi soviual very hciivy niassos, that no

jjowpv thai c.iiilil bo applk-il was sufficiont to move her au

inch. In this situation she reinainc;! all the 16th, without

uur boiiijj^ al>lo to afford iier any assisUincc ; and the frost

being now uither severe at night, \\c began to consider it

not iin|iri>lial)lc that we might yet be detained for another

uiiiter. \\ I' were perhaps indeed indeiited for our escape

to a strong westerly breeze wliicii blew for si^veral hours

on the I7lli, when, the ice being siillieienlly close to allow

our mi'U (o walk to tlu; assistance of the lleela, we suc-

eeeciril, aft<'r seven hours' hard hd)Mur, in forcing lier info

dear water, when all sail was made to the eastward, anil

our couise shaped for the Trinity Islands in a perlectly open

SM.

" \Vt> thus finally made our eM'a]ii" from the ice after hav-

ing been almost iinmovealjly beset in it for twenty-four days

out of the last twenty-six, in the coitr.M' <>{' which time the

ships had been taken over no less than oik; hundred and

forty leagues of ground, generally very close t(» the shore,

and always unable to do any thing towards efleeling their

esc!i])e from danger. When it is considered that, lo have

taken ground in this situation, with stnmg and high tides

keeping the i'e in constant motion, must have almost in-

volved the certain loss of tlie ships, mid without the possi-

bility of one offering assistance to ihc other, we cannot but

consider this as one of tlie most providential escapes it hai

ever been our lot to experience."

Captain Lyon, speaking of the Esquimaux says, " the Es-

quimaux wlinin he had seen at Winter Island and Igloolik,

comprised nearly all the inhabitants of the north-east coast

of AmeTiea, from the Wagvr Kivcr to our second winter

quarters, and as they were all related l)y lilood or marriage,

I may speak of them as one tribe. They may more proper-

ly be termed a small than even a middie-sizi-il race. For

though ill some few instances, and in particular families, the

nc
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men aio Ui\\ and stout, yt tlio frirntcr iiortion of the t)iho

nic beneath ".he ;-laiulaiii nC wliat in Europe would ho called

small mm. 1 ho tallest I .law was fi\c ieet nine inches and

three quaiters in liriivlit ; the shortest only lour feet ton

inches ; ;.ud the hi^Ii(v~il woman was li\e lect six inches, whila

the smallest was lour feet eig-hl inches only ; between these,

ol couisc, there were intiM'niediate sizes, all, however, in-

clining to the lowest scale. l]\en in the young and «troi>g

men the muscles are not clearly definrd, hut are sinoothiy

covered, as in the limbs of women ; and thou-jh when dressed

they appear stout well-set people, yet, takinir them in a hoily,

their figures when uncovered are rather weak than oilier-

wise. There is a reinarkdilo contradii'tion in the form f>f

tlie most robust, which is, that however prominent and veil

(ihnpcd the chest nuiy be, the neck is small, weak, and c^-

ten shrivelled. They all stand well on their feet, walking

erect and freely, with the toes rather turned inwards, and

the legs slightly bowed. Their bodily streniilh is nut s«

great as niiglit be expected iti people who, hoiu ilieir in-

fancy, arc brought uj) in hanly li\iii!;- and ];ilioiir. Of this

I had suflieicnt jnoof, by mateiiing our people witli lisipii-

niaux of c(]ual si/.es to lift weights, and it in\.iri.ilily liap-

pe!icd that burthens, whieli weit^ raised with facilit) by our

]t-,'ople, could scarcely lie hlled by the iialiM's. 'I'hey aie

active wrestlers amonu' lhenis( l\es. but can neither run nor

jum|i. llavdy and ]iatienl of ialigue, yet, for peisoiis

hrou;;ht up in so severe a cli\nale, they bear the cold with

less indilTorence than T shoidd have expected, lew amongst

ihi'iu are in ihe slightest Icirsi'i' inclined to cnrpulency, al-

though pot-bellies aic uui\eisal. The females have a li'U-

deney, perhaps IVoin tiieir sedentary habits, to grow faf.

I'heir pluin|)ness, however, does not seem wholesome, but

more properly may be called bloated, and that only on par-

ticular parts of the body.

" The neck and shoiiMers of the yoinig women are gcne-

rally in good, though large, pro|)ortion ; anil the arm and
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wrist are sometimes liauilsomc. I'htr feet of l)oth sexes are

small and neat, well jointed at the ankle, and free from ble-

mishes. The women, from tlie peculiar form of their boots,

of which I shall soon hav» occasion to speak, have a gait

like that of a Muscovy duck, and they run unlike any crea-

ture I ever suW; with their Icfi^s sjiread out and toes turned

in, so as to avoid beinpr tripped up by their boots. For some

time I was inclined to fancy that the hands of these people

were small and well shaped, but latterly I changed my opi-

nion, and it was cviilenl, from repeated observations, that

the original form was spoiled by labour. The fingers were

nhort but not taper, and the palm was disproportionately

broad. The hands of the natives whom we met in Iludsnn's

Strait were certainly far better shaped. The skin in boiii

Hexes ajjpearcd to be ipiite sniot)th, being unctuous,

and unpleasantly enM to ihr loiieli. Contrary to ils out-

ward show of fineness, it was, even in the females, very

tougli. ilie complexion ol the Es(|nimaux, when deaily

shown by a jnevious washing, is not darker than that of a

I'oitngiicse, and such parts of the body as are constantly

covered do not fall short in fairness to the gcncralitT of the

natives of the Mediterranean. A very fine bi-allhy blush

tinges the cheek o!" females and young children, but the men

arc more inclined to a sallow complexion. The features of

the face are diversified in an extraordinary manner, yet, like

the .lews, they Iiavc, even wlien their countenruiccs .ire

shajied like iMiropeaus, an expression altf>getlier pectdiar.

This may be attributed to the remarkable formation "" the

eye, which is in all alike Tlie iiuier corner poiiUs down-

wards, like that of a Chinese, and the carunculus lachry-

malis, which in Euiopcans is exposed, is covered by a

membrane which passes over it vertically. The skin over

the up))er part of the nose, between the eyes, is frequently,

jiartieularly ni the women, strelche 1 as tight as the covering

of a ilrum. The eyes are small and black, expressive and

sparkling when animated, and lu moht iu(auls and » few
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joiiiip; ^iils really very l»e.autifiil. Even in nmldle ng(d, "r

indeed young persons, ihc corner of the eye is marked by

that dreadful (ipure, the crow's foot ; but in old people the

wrinkles are so abun<lant, as to cover the tcmjjles, an<l to

stray down tlni cheek to a degree wo never see in J'lurope.

Another peculiarity, though not so evident in all faces, is tiic

prominence of the cheek bones, which frequently presents so

fliit a surface, as to give to the women in particular the ap-

pearance of having faces as broad as they are long. It is in

consequence of tliis form, that the noses of such as arc full

faced are literally buried between the projections, and one

of our chief belles was so remarkable in this way, that a

ruler, when j)l!iced froni cheek to cheek, would not touch

the nose! In sonic families, where both parents had oval

faces, the children all resembled them ; and about a sixth

jiart of the people we saw had high Roman noses, and an ex-

jiressiou of countenance, excei)iiiig always the eyes, which

seemed of a different race. Hie other, and far the largest

[lorlion of the tribe, are broad and nearly round visaged.

The mouth is generally kept open, with a kind of idiotic ex-

;nession, so that the teeth of either jaw are generally shown.

The lips are rather prominent, and I think, if any difference

nt all exists, that in the men the lower, and in the women

the npi)er lip is the largest. The mouths are large, yet have

a very wholesome healthy appearance. The teeth are strong,

•iiid dee])ly fixed in the gums. They are formed like

•iiunded ivory pegs, and are as ilat on the upper end as if

•iled down. Olil people have them worn quite even with

the gums, and it is but rarely that any arc decayed. The

•bin is small and peaked, and what we call a double chin is

rare, the skin generally collapsing iu fat jieople, instead of

forming in a roll. The beards of the men are scanty, but

few instances occurring of the chin being entirely covered.

The nnistaehes aie more thick. The hair of both sexes is

straight, coarse, ami of a raven black. In infants it has,

for a few vears, a shade of brown. Ou the bodies of adalu
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tli(M(> is hilt lillli" liuir. in I'lict, some arc totiilly destitute

of it.

" 'File costmiie of tlie people, coiiliiuics dipt. Lyon, differs

very niucli from that of the Hudson's Strait savages, thougli

au ecpial degree of neatness and ingenuity is displayed in

llie work of eaeli. 'I'he elothes of hoth sexes are prinei]iallv

composed of fine and well j)roj)ared rein-deer jtclts; the skin->

of i)ears, seals, wolves, foxes, and marmottcs, are also worn.

'I'he seal .skins arc seldom employed for any part of tlie dress

exee|»t hoots and shoes, as heing more capahlc of resisting

water, and of far greater durahility than other leather.

" The general winter dress of the men is an ample outer eon

of deer-skin, havin;^ no opening in front, and a lai^ro hood,

wliieh is drawn over the head at pleiusurc. This hood is in-

variably bordered with white fur from tlie thighs of the deer,

and thus presents a lively contrast to the dark face which it

encircles. The front, or belly ])art of the coat, is cut off

srpiare with the upper part of the thighs ; but behind it is

tormed into a broad skirt, rounded at the lower end, which

reaches to within a few inches of the ground. The lower

edges and Uiils of these dresses are in some cases bordered

with bands of fur of an opposite colour to the body, and it

is a favourite ornaiiiiiit to hang a fringe of little strips of

skin bcneatlj the border. These embellishments give a very

)'l(>iising appearance to the dress. It is customary, in blow-

ing weather, to tie a piece of skin or cord tight round the

waist of the coat; but in other cases tlic dress hangs loose.

\\ iiliin tlic covering I have just described is another of pre-

cisely the same form; but though destitute of oniaim nls of

leallier, it lias frecpienlly little strings of beads hanging to

it from the shoulders or small of liie liack. Tiiis dress is of

thinner skin, and acts as a siiirt, the hairy part being placed

next tiie body : it is the in-doors liabil. When walking, the

tail is lied uji liy two strings to the back, so that it may not

incumiiiode the legs. I?esides these two coats, they have

also a large cloak, or, in fact, an open dtcr-skin, with
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8li>(>v(>s : tills, IVoin its si/.o, is iikho fioquently ii .nd as a

l-l.iiikcl; and I luit once siiw it ^v^lm by a man a the ship,

ahlioufrh tlio women throw it over their shouhlers to shelter

tinaiseUos and children while sitting on the sledge.

" The Irowsers, which arc tightly lied round the loiuB, have

no waisthands, hut depend entirely by the drawing-strings,

tiiey are {generally of doer-skin, and ornamented in tlie

same manner as the coats. One of the most favourite pat-

terns is an arrangenrent of the skins of doers' legs, so as to

form very pretty stripes. As with liie jackets, there are

two pair of these indispensablcs, rem hing no lower than the

knoo-cap, which is a cause of great ilistress in cold weather;

as that jiart is frequently severely fcost bitten; yet with all

their experience of this had contrivance, they will not add

an inch to the established length.

" The boots reach to the bottom of the breeches, which hang

loosely over them. In these, as in other parts of the dress,

are many varieties uf colour, material, and pattern, yet in

shape they never vary, llie general winter boots are of

doer-skin, one Laving the hair next the log, and the other

with the fur outside, A pair of suit slippers of the same

kind are worn between the two pair of hoots, and outside

of all a strong seal- skin shoo is pulled to the height of

the ankle, where it is tightly secured hy a drawing string.

For hunting excursions, or in summer when the coun-

try is thawed, one pair of boots only is worn. Tliey are of

seal-skin, and so well sewed and prepared without the

hair, that although completely saturated, they allow no wa-

ter to pass through them. The soles are generally of tho

tough hide of the walrus, or of the large seal called Oo-

ghioo, so that tho feet are well protected in walking over

rough ground. Slippers arc sometimes worn outside. la

both cases the boots are tightly fastened round tlie itistep

with a thong of leather. The mittens in coram<m use are of

deer-skin, with the hair inside : b 't in fact every kind of

skin is used for thi in. i licv are extremely comfortiible when
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(liV, liilt if "ll>.'t' wclk'd iillil frn/.cu :if^:uil, in llic wmti'i- \(TiiJ

as little piotcftidii to tlie haiul as a ca.'io of ice woiilit do.

In suniiiicr, ;iii(l in lishiiig, excellent 8t';ii--kin niitleiis ;ire

used, and have tlie same power uf lo.sisiinLj \v:ilei- as llu'

boots of which I have just spoken. At I^loolik, on our first

airival, we i'oiuid a few pair of iiiigeied gloves, very neull)

made. Hie dresses I have just described are chielly usud

in winter. IJurinjif the summer it is customary to wear coat,

boots, and even breeches, com[)osed ol' the jtrepared skins

of ducks, with the feathers uexl tlie body. Tliesi; are eoni-

fortuhle, light, and easily jjropared. When we first i)eeame

acqnainte<l wilii the dilferent parties of natives, au I h.-fori-

lliey had received presents Iroui us, we found that tin,' few

(irnainciits in their possession were worn l)y the nun. llie>;;

were some bandeaus which encircled tlie licad, and w.;e

composed of various coloured leather, plaited in a Mosaic

jvaltern, and in some cases liaving human hair woven in

them as a contrast to the white skins. Irun the lower edge

foxes' teeth hung suspended, arranged a-, a fringe ueios.s

the forehead. In different parts of tlie hair si'veral wore a

musk-ox tooth, a smad ivory figure, or the bone of some

Bmall auimal.

The clothing of the women is of the same materials as

that of the men, but in sha|)0 almost every jiart is diircreiit

from the male dresy. An inner jacket is worn next the skin,

and the fur of the other is outside. This hind flap or tail is

of the form before described, but there is also a small flap

in front, extending about half way down the thigh, liie

coats have each an immense hood, which, as well as cover-

ing the head, answers the purpose of a child's cradle for

two or three years after tlic birtli of an infant. This is called

ama-oo-ta, and is the same as the amaut of Crantz. In or-

der to keep the burthen of the child from drawing the dress

liglit across the throat, a contrivance, in a great measure

resembling the slings of a soldier's knapsack, is alHxed to

the collar or neek i)art, whence it passes beneath the ama-
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oo-ta, crosses, and being hiouglit nudor the arms, is socured

ou each side the breast by a wooden button. Jhc shoulders

of the woman's coat have u wide bag-hku space, for which

we were hnig unable to account ; but it was at lengtli

ascertained to be for the purpose of facilitating the removal

of the child from the hood round the breast without taking

it out of the jacket.

'• Wlicn a girdle is worn round the waist, it answers the

double pui-pose of comfort and ornament ; being frequently

composed of some valuable trinkets, such as foxes' bones

those of the kableeaghioo, or sometimes of the ears of deer,

which hang in pairs to the number of twenty or thirty, and

are trophies of the skill of tlio hunter, to whom the wearer

is allied. The incxi)rcssibles of the woman are of the same

form as those of the men, but ilicy are not ornamented by

the same curious arrangement of colours ; the front part is

generally of white, and the back of dark lir. Tim man-

ner of securing them at the waist is also the same ; but the

drawing-strings are of mueli greater length, being suf-

fered to hang down by one side, and their ends arc fre-

quently ornamented with some pendiuit jewel, such as a

grinder or two of the musk-ox, a i)iece of carved ivory, a

small ball of wood, or a perforated stone.

" Children have no kind of clothing, but lie naked iu their

mother's hoods until two or three years of ago, when they

are stuffed into a little dress, generally of fawn-skin, wliitii

has jacket and breeches in one, the back part being ojjen

;

iuto this they are pushed, when a string or two closes all

up again. A cap forms an indispensable part of the equip-

ment, and is generally of some fantastical shape: the skin

of a fa\vn'8 head is a fiivourite material in the oompositu>n,

and is sometimes seen with the cars perfect; the nose and

holes for the eyes lying along the crown of the wearer's

head, which, in consequence, looks like that of an animal.

Although by necessity and habit an extremely di;ty people,

the Esquimaux aj)pear fully aware of the truth of a well-

a IS if
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known saying, and pracUcally shown that " a stitch in time"

does woiulc'is; lor, liowover old or woru their dresses niay

be, it is rarely liial riignfcd clothes arc seen.

(^iir woollen jiiekets, shirts, or stoekiugs, wore very

niiuli osteenied ; and tlioMgh not a tcntli part so warm as

the .skin overiiigs, yoi always had llio er(>(lil with the Ksijui-

maiix of Id'ini,' ninch more c(nnl<irt;il)li> tlian lliose; tht> jioor

ciiMiiiri';-;, vvlio wore tlirm generally outside their j)ri)|)rr

dresses, ascril)ing all the warnuli lli(>y Celt to the Kahlouna

elolh. In this way I iiave seen a thin eotton shirt |>]aied

ov(>r two coats, while the liap])y wearer exclaimed witii de-

liglit tliat " it mail.' him (piile hot."

The wind heint;' favouralilc, die ship riUi through Hud-

son's Slrail, and on the twenty-third they look their (inal de-

jiarlure, passing JJutlon's Isles. During their passage

across the Atlantic tin; Anroric ]V)reales were generally seen

every night, (^n one occasion tliey were so hrilliant as to

cast shadows on tin: deck.

A solan goose was seen on 'he seventh of Octoher, and

as the ships approached the Orkneys several more of these

birds were seen. The appearance of other vessels, indieativo

of the j.rospeet of soon ohtaining intercourse with those from

whom they had been now separated for seven and twenty

niiintlis, cxciti'd in all tlie most cheering feelings.

The hree/iC increasing to a fresh gale from the soulhwanl

in the course of the night, with a heavy sea from the same

fpiavter, rendming it impossible to make any progress in

that direction, tluy put into Ijcrwiek in the Shetland Is-

lands, to i)reciue refreshments and await a change of wind,

and on the 10th at ten in the morning anchored there,

wher(> they were inunediately visited by a great number of

the inhabitants, anxious to greet the.a on their return to their

native country.

On the first information of tlieir arrival the bells of Ler-

wick were set ringing, the inhabitants flocked from eveiy

part of the country to express their joy, and the town was

at night ilhnniiuUod :is if' ,ieli iuilividuid had a brother or a
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son amoiip llic crow. Oi, tlio 12th,lteinf^ Sinulay, llir nl.

ficers iiiitl inuii ol biilh sliips alU'iided divine .soivico nn slidif,

wlun iho woriliy minister, the Ri-vcreiid Mr. IMeiizies, who
was hef(iro well known to many, offered up in the most so-

Icinii and impressive manner a thanks{rivint» for tlieir safe

ii'liirn.

On the 13tli, a breeze springing np from the northward,

they took leave of tlieir kind and hospitahle friends, deeply

sensible of the cordial and afTeetionate reeejiti'in they e\|>e-

liciieed. On the Kith, heinji off Wliitl)y, Captain Parry

went on short! lher(>, aceonij>ani(.Ml hy Mr. I'islier the astro-

nomer, and after reeeivintr tin- cordial tjreelings of a gicat

number of the woitliy inhaliitants of VV'hitl>y, uiio had as-

scinbU'd, set oil' fur London and arrived at tlie Admiralty on

t!ie morning of the l^th. Tlic ships, after toneiiing at the

llumlicr for pilots, !irrive<l in the llivcr I'hamcs shortly af-

terwards, and were paid off at Deptford on the 14th of No-

vendier, \»-2.].

Notwithstanding the attempts of this voyage to discovt

a north-west passage were ineffeetnal. Captain Parry says

that his convictions of the jiossibility arc inercasi-d ; but

that the opening nnist be found through Prince Kegent's

Inlet, and that the jiassage will be into IJhering's Strait.

lie says, " VViiile tin; probabdily of the existence vi llie

passage has bet'n greatly stnMigihcncd by the efforts of our

various expeditions by land and sea, as well as by those of

liie Russians about Icy Cape, the ho[te of its ultimate ac-

complishment has, notwithstanding our late failure, received

no inconsiderable encouragement. That the sea is some-

times navigable upon the northern shores of America is no

longer a matter of specidatiou or conjecture, but stands

recordtMl n])on the authority, and to the honour, of our dis-

tingnisiied countryman Captain PVanklin, and his bravrt

companions. A siiij^iC view of the drawings accompanying

ills .h'sfiiiiiion ol liii'ir cxtiaordinary (.-anoe navigation along

ilicse de.soiaic slioic.-, inust at once convev 'o the minds ol
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those who arc intercstod in tht; accomjihshmont of this long

souf^ht object, u (li'prcc of eucourapcmcnt which the most

Kanguine could scarcely have experienced before. And ul-

thouph there can be no doubt, that the variouR changes of

wind and tide would occasionally bl(x;k up with ice the shores

surveyed by Captain Franklin, yet the open water he ob-

served is a jiroof that the ice has a considerable space to

move in : and I cannot, therefore, but entertain a very con-

fident iiopc that if a ship could once be got upon that

coast, she niififht, by patience and perseverance, ultimately

complete the desired object. It becomes, therefore, a matter

of more interest than ever, to inquire by what route a ship

is most likely to reach that part of the coast lately discovered

and surveyed by Captain Tranklin.

" It is more than jirobuble, that the obstacles wliieh

fnially arrested our progress in the Strait are to be mainly

attributed to the current we found setting to the eastward,

through it ; and wliieh coincides with that observed by

Captain Franklin and by the Russians tr) the westward.

This stream, in finding its way out through the Strait,

would undoubtedly have the effect of keeping the ice close

home upon its western mouth, so as to prevent the egress of

a ship in that direct inn ; and I cannot helj) thinking that,

on this account, the navigation of that Strait will seldom if

ever be practicable."

Tlie information which the second voyage of Captain

Parry produced, although tinsurcessfid in accomplishing

the great object in pursuit, induced the Government to make

further attempts ; and accordingly in the succeeding spring

vessels were again fitted out, of which the following ato

the particularg.
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CAl'lAIN LYON'S VOYAGE.

TIIK I'uvy 1111(1 Ili'clii, wliich luul been paid off in No-

vcnibct 18-2:3, \vi re ro-ioTiiiiiishioiKMl, and to llioni was added

the Griper, to Iio connnanded l)y Captain Lyon, wliich

last, howiner, was to take a diflerent mule, but io co-ope-

ral(! with Captain Parry by land, each takiiiur a course which

lonner lights and exi»erience j)ointed out as most likely to

ensure success. It was intended that Captain Parry should

endeavour to make the passage by the Prince Regent's In-

let, which runs out of Lancaster Sound to the southward,

towards Hudson's Bay, and which was discovered by him
in his second voyage ; Captain 1-yon was to land in Re-

pulse Hay, leaving charge ol" the Griper to Lieutenant G.

I )ix('n, ami to proceed over-land to tlie Copiier-inine River •

whilst Captain Franklin was to ex|>loie by land the coast of

tiie Arctic Sea from Mackenzie's River to Icy Cape,

iMcry advantage was taken of the exi>erience obtained

in the former voyages, and nothing was omitted which could

add to the comfort or secure the safety of tlic crews in their

jierilous undertaking. Considerable improvements have

taken place in the mode of warming the vessels in their seve-

ral departments; and increased strength has been given to

tlieir bows by an additional casing of tindier. Capstans

u[)on a new construction have also been iiUrodnccd, which
promise less risk of injury than those formerly in use. llic

sails and coidagc were all new, and of superior workman-
ship; while the stores of every description arc abundant,

and applicable to every casualty than can occur. Mcxlern

publications \yere added to the libraries, and nothing was
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iiegl»H'led which miglit alFord amuseiucnt or iiifonnation to

the ollicers.

A very spleiuliil and hosj)iuibIe outcrtainmeiit was given

tm board tiie Tiiry and Ilccla, lying ufl" DoptCord dock-yartl,

by Captain I'arry, on Tuesday, the 4th of May. The most

(iistini^iiishi'd of iho company j)rc.sent on this occasion were

the Duke of Marll)orou{,di, Earl J?athurst, T,ady (jeor',nana

IJatlnirst, Lady Emily IJathurst, Iiord and Eady Sidnioutli,

l,oi(I Xa<>cnt, Lord Clinton, Sir Everard Home, 'die Lord

Mayor and family, the Right Hon. W. W. VVynn and fa-

mily, Mr. and M.s. Hobhouse, Sir J. Yorkc ; Sir Henry,

Liuly, and Miss Martin; Captain J. Franklin, tlio Hon.

Douglas Kinuaird, S. Whitbreiul, Esq. Sir Alexander and

Lady Johnston, Mrs. Admiral Hamilton, Cajitiun and

Mrs. Xapior, Lieutenarit Colonel Ady, Ca])lain and Mrs.

W illtrahani, Mr. Alderman Hoygatc and l^ady ; an<l a long

list of others, too numerous to mention.

The Hecla and Fury dropped down the river fr.nu Dept

ford on Saturday the 8th of May, lS-21. The crew of ihi;

Griper gave three cheers as she passed, which was answered

by the Hecla's crew. 'J'his incident was inten;sling, in;is-

nmeh as, the Grij)er being to take out the laud cxpediiiou,

the next iulereourse of tlioso brave men was ex[ii eled to l»e

in the regions of desolation and cheerli'ss misery.

Cai)lain I'arry proceeded tjn his voyage; and of iiiin \\v

have heard notliing positive since, and doubt not but lie

found winter-quarters. Suddenly, howevi-r, and uuexpiti-

»'dly, on the 10th of November bS2l, the (Jriprr, Captain

Lyon, ran into I'ortsmouth-harbour, (witiiout auciioring at

Spithead,) with signals of distress flying, having narrowly os.

caped destruction in fruitless endeavours to get into Ibpulse-

I'ay. The ship appears to have sulbred dreadlully. She

had reached to witiiin six hours siiil of Uepiilse liay, uben

a most tremendous gale camo on, hitherto uue(iuaned fiU'

severity in those sca.s, which continued for several days willi

unabated finy ; aud after the crew hud suli'crcd in u dread-
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ful maimer, (-aiit.iin l,y<'n wns obli^'cd to bear up for Iliifi;-

liiiul lo roOt, till' ship liavinj; lost all her anchors and cu-

hlfs amon<jfsl llio wo, hosiilcs having heon on shore and sus-

tained (laniai,'^e in her hottoni ; her boats were all stove in.

Wo are happy lo leiun, however, tliat no lives were lost.

(-aptain Lyou, the moment ht; arrived in London, bet,MU

to prepare a " Uriel' Narrative of an unsuccessful attempt,

&c." and wiliiin a very few weeks it was publishtul. J'lie

eiiterprisinn; individuals whose arduf)us exertions and in-

lens(! sulTerings are recorded in this interesting volume, liavo

the most jwwerful claims on the gratitude of their country-

ujen ; and, though lhi>y have been unsuccessful in the prin-

cipal object of the expedition, the skill and intrepidity of

the gallant commander and his crew are not the less deserv-

ing of admiration. In a short preface. Captain Lyon de-

tails the object of the voyage, by stating the general belief,

" tliat a western portion of the I'olar .Sea lies at no great

distance across Melville Peninsida from Repulse 13uy, and

that all the Esquimaux agree in jlacing it at three days

journey. Sliould this b(! the case, of which no doubt

seems to be entertained, the water in question may he in-

ferred to join that sea, which oj)ens out from the western

mouth of the Strait of the I'ury and llecla, antl the form of

tlio peninsula may bi; tolerably imagined from the charts

drawn by the natives. A bight may therefore exist as far

to the southwanl as Akkoolee, which is the opptjsite shore

fnun Repulse Bay ; and it certainly would be an object of

great interest to trace the connexion of its shores with Point

i''.i!n-again, at which Captain IVanklin's operations termi-

nated." Under this supposition, Captjvin Lyon was directed

to winter in Repidse ISay ; and in tiie sjuing of 1S2.') to

proceed with a small j)arty acntss Melville Peninsida, and

endeavour to trace tlie shores of the Polar Sea as far as tli>'

Hil)o»'e mentioned Point.

riie (iriper, of IHO tons, and a crew of forty-one men, Icll

Deptford on the lUlli of June, I82i, and joined her pro-
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vision. vfssol, tlio Sua\t, at liio Litllf Noro. Rcforo tliey

reach .Stioiniu'ss in llu* Orkneys, wIrm-o thov clitl not arrive

till the 30tli, they were nearly shipwreekcil. Tiiey here

took in water dnil some provisions ; and on the 3tl of July

sailed froni Slronincss. Hut it was soon discovered that the

8ailijis^-(iualities of the Griper were of tlu! worst description
;

and, whilst steering their course across the Atlaniic, it was

necessary she should he frequently taken in tow hy her pro-

vision-lender, the Snap.

On the 1st of August they fell in with the ir first piece of

ice, a small hcrg of ahout 70 feet; and in th(> evening they

first discerned the Lahrador coast. On the .Sd. the stores

were removed from the Snap in a fog so dense, " that the

hoats were directed haekwavds and forwards, amongst loose

ice, by the sound of bells which were continued ringing."

" When our stores were all on board," says Captain I^you,

" we found ber narrow <leeks completely crowded by them.

Tlie gangw, ys, forecastle, and abaft tlie mizen- masts, were

filled with casks, hawsers, v.hale-lines, and stream-cable,

while on our straightened lower deck we were obliged tc

jilacc casks and other stores in every part but that allotted

to the ship-company's mess table ; and even my cabin had

a quivntity of things stowed away in it. The launch was

(illed high above her gunwales with viirious articles ; and

our chains and waist were hunbered with spars, planks,

sledges, wheels, &c. Our draft of water aft was now six-

teen feet one inch, and forward fifteen feet ten inches."

On the 5th they made Cape Resolution, the weather be-

ing very severe; and Captain Lyon declares, that even

" up to this period, we had, in fact, experienced more se-

Tcre and unpleasant weather than during oin- passage out on

the last voyage." On the 8th, abreast of Sadtlleback, and

the Middle Sa"age Islands, and about five miles from the

land, the Griper struck twice, and heeled very much, but

fortunately did not giistain any damage. The deviation of

tbe compasses r -w became very great, notwithstanding one
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had been fitlcl with Professor Barlow's plate. Rain had

fidlcn incessantly during the last two days, and on the 10th

continued with fog until noon, when the sky cleared, and

they made the Upper Sav 'ge Island, and, making- fast to

the largest floe they had yet seen, remained until the fol-

lowing noon. " On this lloe, as the weather was tohiably

fine, we were enabled to stretch lines for tlic purpose of diy-

ing clothes, &c. which was now very requisite, as, from the

continual wet weather we had experienced, the ship and

every thing within her had become very damp."

At day-light on the 12th the fust Esquimaux was seen

paddling veJ7 quietly towards them ; and, hauling his ca-

noe on the ice, began to barter. From Captain Lyon's

knowledge of the language a conversation directly took

jtlace, and in about half an hour sixty more natives made

their ai)pearance in eight kajaks and tlnee omiaks, the lat-

ter with sails made of the intestines of the walrus. As usual,

tiiey began to make free witli many articles; and one fellow

succeeded in picking the captain's pocket of his handker-

chief, for which he received a box on the ear. 'llio others

traded fairly, each woman producing her stores from a

neat little skin bag, which was distinguished by our men by

the name of a reticule. A new variety of eomb was pur-

chased, and Cai)tain liyon procured a mirror composed

of a broad plate of black mica, so fitted into a leathern cast

as to be seen on cither side. Some of the natives were nd»

milted on board the Griper to see the poneys and pigs

at which they evinced signs of fear, particularly at tJu

squeaking of the latter, and considered them as two new

species of tooktoo, (reiu-det>r.^ Captain I-yon purchased

for a knife the sail of a woman's i>oat. It was nine

feet five inches at the head, by only six feet at the foot,

.111(1 having a deep of thirteen fict. The gut of which it

was composed was in four-inch breadths, neatly sewed

with thread of the same material ; and tlie whole sail oiil.>

wt>igho(l three pounds three (juarters. Off the Nortli Ulu"
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another party was met with, ami :i familiar intorodiirso

took placo.

Ou the Uth, their progi-ess was painfully slow, and

they passed much closely-packed ice. Tiic tcinporatiire

was 30* in the shade, and the fo^ froze thickly on llio ri',^.

ging. Ou the 15lh the compasses were cxlrcini-lv shii^^nisli,

and the one fitted with the i)lat(.' sliowcd as iiauli ilcNiatinn

wh'-n the ship's head was to the eastward as any oMnr.

This oUuscd much anxiety. On the 17th they made Cliarlcs

Island, and killed two walrussi s in shoal water. IJefore the

eroning of the IDth they were within ten miles of (^ai>e

Wnlstenholme, and the following afternoon of Digges Is-

land, the sea full of ice. The very dull and had sailing of

the Griper continued ; on the morning of the 22d, part

of the mountains of Southampton Island were seen.

On the 21th, Captain Lyon, accompanied hy Mr. Ken-

dal, landed for the purpose of making ohservations. They

saw some deer. They returned on board in the afternoon
;

and the point on which they knili'd was named after Mr.

Leyson, the assistant surgeon ; and the inlet between it and

C»ipe Pembroke named after Mr. Evans, the purser of the

Griper, On the 25th they made the high land at Pembroke,

tlin next day passed abreast of it. The comjiasses had now
become quite useless, with the ship's head southerly, and

tliat in particular to which the plate was fitted so power-

less, that its nortli point stood wherever it was placed by

the finger ; but, with the head northerly, they all traversed

Hgain. This, however, benefited but little ; for Captain

Lyon says, " as our rout lay to tln^ south-west, we were

without other guidance than celestial bearings, which could

;iot always be obtained."

On the 27th they fell in with a native, who, as he np-

pvoai'lie<l, was observed " seated on three inflated seal-skins,

connected most ingeniously by blown intestines, so that ins

vessel was extremely buoyant. lie was astride upon one

skin, wbil(> anollier of a larger size was secured on each side
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of it, so thill he was placed in a kind of hollow. His legs,

well funiished with seal-skin boots, were immersed nearly

to the knees in water, and lie rowed with a very slender soot-

stained ])addle of whalebone, which was secured to his boat

by a thonfj. lie exhibited sonic sif^ns of fear; but, some

beads being given to hiin, he placed them with trembling

fingers across a large bunch of hair which protudod from

his forehead. Captain Lyon afterwards landed with him,

in hopes of obtaining sights for the instruments, and was

then joined by six others, who all appeared most miserable,

having only a piece of chipped flint for a knife. They al-

terwards visited two tenls, very small, and full of holes, in

which were live women and six. children. One of tlu^ wo-

men, by her appearance, could have been scarcely fifteen

years of age
;
yet carried her own child, a stout boy at least

twelve months old, at her back. In one tent was a little

piece of deal, about tiiree inches in length, planed and

painted black on one side ; and, with three bows made of

many pieces, was all the wood in their itossession. Knives

boanling-pikes, and many other articles, were distribiiti^l

among these wretched beings. Kaeh man was distin-

guished by an innnensc mass of hair, as large as the heat!

of a child, rolled into a ball, and projecting from the rist,

of the forehead. Captain Lyon caused one of these to be

opened. It consisted of six. bnig strings of his own locks,

originally platted, but so matted with dirt, deer's fur, &e.

as to re.senibl(> a rough hair-tether. These extraordinary

ties.ses were bound tightly together at their base, and raca-

suivd above four feet.

On the i>!)tli they again landed to procure water, and

found some Ks(|uimaux graves. In the afternoon it blew a

gale, and the ship was put under <losc reefed top-sails.

Captain l.ymi ailds, a strong weather-tide rose so short,

and a high .sea, that for thiee hours the ship was untuanage-

iilile, and pitched bowsprit-under every moment. We now
found, that although with our head' off this truly daiigcrousi
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sliuic, \vc were ueariiig it rapidly, and driving boldly dowu

on ihu shoal. To add, if possible, to this distiessiug si-

tuation, the masts were expected to go every moment, and

all hands were kept on deck in veudiness. The til.er Iwiju

broke adrift, and two men were bruised. In the raoruinfi

the wind came round and moderated from south-west, with

a turbulent short sea. The deviation of the compasses now

increased, and, with the lamentable sailing of the Griper,

the strong tides, and bad weather, caused her situation to bu

most perilous.

Capt. Lyon says, " as there was reason to fear the falling

of the tide, which was from 12 to 15 feet on this coast, and

in that case the total destruction of the ship, I caused the

long-boat to be hoisted out, and, with the four smaller ones,

to be stored to a certain extent with arms and provisions.

The officers drew lots for their respective boats, and the

Bhijt's company were stationed to them. The long-boat

having been lillcil with stores which could not be put below,

it became reijuisile to throw them overboard, as there was

no room for tlicm on our very small and crowded decks,

over which heavy seas were constantly sweeping. In mak-

ing these i)reparations for taking to the boats, it was evident

to all, that the long-boat was the only one which had the

slightest chance of living inider tlie lee of the ship, should

she bo wrecked ; but every man drew his lot with the great-

est coni])i)sure, although two of our boats would have been

swamped the instant they were lowered. Yet such was the

noble feeling of those around me, tiiat it was evident, had

I oidered the boats in question to be manned, their crews

would have entered them without a murmur.
" In the afternoon, on the weather clearing a little, we

discovered a low beach all around iistern of us, on which

the surf was running to an awful height ; and it appeared

evident that no human power could save us. At tliree in

the afternoon the tide had fallen to twenty-two feet (only six

feet more than wo drew;) and the ship, having l)cen lifted
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we

by n trciuenclou.s sou, struck with gicut violence the whole

length of hur keel. This we naturally conceived was the

forerunner of her toliil wreck, and wo stood in readiness

to take to tlio bouts and endeavour to hang under her lee.

Slic continued to strike with sufficient force to have burst

any less fortiiied vessel, at intervals of a few minutes, when-

ever an unusually heavy sea passed us ; and, iis the water

was so iihallow, tliesc might almost be called breakers ra-

ther than waves, for eacli in passing burst with great force

over our gangways ; and, as every sea topped, our decks

were continually, and Irocpiently flooded. All hands took

a little refreshment, for S(jnic had scarcely Ijcen below for

twenty-four hours, and I had not been in bed for tinee niglits.

Although few or none of us had any idea that we should

survive the gale, we did not think that our comforts should

be entirely neglected ; and an order was therefore given to

the men to put on tlicir best and warmest clothing, to ena-

ble them to supi)orl life as long as possible. Every man

therefore, brought his l)iig on deck, and dressed himself;

and, in the line alliletie fdims wliicli sIockI before me, I did

not sec one nniscle (piivor, nor the slightest sign of alarm.

The officers each secureil some usi:ful instrument about

them for the purpose of observation, although it was ac-

knowledged by all, that not the sliglitcst hope remained. At

about six in tlie ;ifternoou the rudder, which had received

some very heavy blows, rose, and broke up the after-lock-

ers ; and this was the last severe shock which the ship re-

ceived. We found by the well that she matle no water, and

by dark she struck no more. God was merciful to us ; and

the tide, almost miraculously, fell no lower. At dark iKavy

rain fell, but was borne with patience ; for it beat down the

gale, and brought with it a light air from the northward.

At nine in the evening the water had deepened to five fa-

thoms. Tlie ship kept ofl' the ground all night, and our

exhausted crew obtained some broken rest."

The next morning they weighed their anchors, and found
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that llic l>e.st bower Imil lost a fluke, and that the others

Avcie uiiiiijuirtl. This plai-c, Captain I/yon adds, " in hum-

ble gratitude for our delivery, I named the bay of God's

Mercy." The latitude of it is 03* 35' 48" N. longitude 80'

32' W.
There was at this moment no anchor left in the ship.

Notwithstanding, it was determined, if possible, to winter

about Chesterfield Inlet, or even In the southward of that

spot. The persevering efforts of all on board were accord-

ingly directed to gain the American shore ; but finding

that the ship got into the shallows of Hudson's IJay, they

were reluctantly compelled to edge away for Salisbury Is-

land, still hoping that a few fine and favourable days would

restore to them their lost ground. At length the hope-

less continuance of bad weather, the wretched condition

of the ship (from her incapacities,) the officers and crew

liaving suffered more hardships than on any previous voy-

age, the iulvunccd stage of the season, with numerous other

concomitant miseries, compelled Captain Lyon to consent

that the ship should be got out of Hudson's Straits (an ex-

tent of 800 miles of dangerous navigation ;) which place

they had scarcely cleared, when a southerly gale drove them

up to Davis's Straits, 150 miles to the southward of Reso-

lution Island. Providentially, a change of wind enabled

them soon after to proceed on a southern passage homeward ;

and the Griper arrived at Portsmouth in six weeks in the

slate described.

The Griper spoke several whalers, all of which had been

unsuccessful in the fishery; no ship had more than two fish,

and many none whatever. From the mastc-r of the Phaniix

whaler. Captain Lyon beard that Cajytain Parry's exi)cdi-

tion had been seen m the middle of August, in lat. 71' beset

wilh ice. On the whole, the season has been more boister-

ous, and consequently the sea less clear, than it has been

known for a nunilier of years. It was very (piostionablr if

Captain Parry would be able to reach Lancaster Sound. Had
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the Gri|)or offi^tod a wiiUoring cither in Repulse Bay or

Waper River, (ir ('hesterfielc' Inlet, Captain Lyon, with a

Kfrong i)arly, would have made a land-journey to Feint

Turnagain, near the Coppermine River, a distance of seven

hundred miles, for which expedition they were fully equip-

ped. Captain Parry, if he succeeds in passing Lancaster

Sound, and getting to the southward down Prince Regent's

Inlet (by which Captain Lyon was next year to communi-

cate with him,) will send a land expedition, if possible, in

the same direction, as well as to Repulse IJay, in the hope

of communicating with the Griper.

The third and fourth voyages of Captain Parry will be

given in due course in the present Volume.



CAPTAIN FIIANKLINS JOUUNKY

TO

THE POLAK SRA.

TllR Govcrnnient liaving detonnintHl upon scmding an c\-

pndilioii from the shores of lliidson's liny hy land, to e\-

jiloro the northern coast of America, from the month of the

('i)]i|)ermine Uiver to tlio eastward, Cajitain IVaiiklin was

a])i)ointcd to this service hy Earl Hathnrst, on tlie reeom-

nn;ndation of th»« Lord's Commissioners of ilie Achnirally

;

who, iit the same time, nominated Doctor John llicliard-

soii, a snrgeon in the Royal Navy, ^Ir. George Hack, and

Mr. llohcrt Hood, two Admiralty Midsliipmen, to he joined

witli him in the cnterprizo. The main ohject of the Expe-

dition was that of determining the latitndes and longitudes

of the northern coast of North America, and the tremling of

that coast from the mouth of the (Coppermine River to the

eastern extremity of that continent, ('ircumstanees werff

to guide him whether to proceed at once directly to the

northward till he arrived at tii(! sea-coast, and thenct; west-

erly towards the Coppermine River ; or ad\ ance, in tlie first

instance, y i\w usual route to the mouth of llie Copper-

n\ine River, and from thence easterly till lie should arrive

at the eastern extremity of that contini'»it. In tiie adoption

of either of these plans, he was to he guided hy tlie advice

of the Hudson's Bay (Company, wiio would he instructed

hy their employers to co-operate cordially iu tin; [irosi^cution

of the ohjects of the expedition, and who wouhl jToMde him
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witli the npcessftry oscort of Tmlians to act as giiidos, iiitor-

piTtois, {^iitnc-killeis, &i'. fiinl also with siU'li ailiclps of

clothing, ainmimitioii, suow-slioos, presents, &c. as sliouUl

be (leomcd expedient to tane. Another princii)ul object of

the expedition v.'as to amend the very defective gui{^raphy

of the northern part of North A merit iv, to ascertain cor-

rectly the latitude and longitude of cv(-ry remarkable spot

upon the route, and i>f all the bays, harbours, rivers, head*

lands, &c. that might occur along the northeni shores of

North America. In proceeding along the coast, he was to

erect conspicuous marks at places where ships might enter,

or to whieli a boat could be sent ; and to deposit information

us to the nature of the coast for the use of Lieutenant Parry.

In the journal of his roiue, he was to register the tempera-

tiuc of llie air at least throe limes in every twenty-four hours

;

togetiier with the state of the wind and weather, and any

other meteorological phenomena. He was to notice whether

any, and what kind or degree of, influence the Aurora Bo-

roalis might appear to exert on the magnetic needle ; and

to notice whethor that ])henonn non were attended with any

noise ; and to make any other observations that might be

likely to tend to the further dcvclopemeut of its cause, and

the laws by which it is governed.

Mr. l?iick and Mr. Hood were to assist in all the obser-

vations above-mentioned, and to make drawings of the

land, of the natives, and of tiie various objects of natural

history ; and, particularly, of such as Dr. Richardson, who,

to his professional duties, was to add that of naturalist,

mii^'iit consider to be most curious and interesting,

He was instnicted on aniving at, or near, the mouth of

the Coppermine River, to make every inquiry as to the si-

tuation of the spot whence native copper had bc(>n brought

down by the Indians to the Hudson's Hay eslal)lisbment,

and to visit and explore the jilaci' in ([uestion ; in order that

Dt. Richardson might be enabled to make such observationa

c 13 2 R
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as might be useful in a commercial point of view, or inter,

estiug to the science of mineralogy.

Joseph Berens, Esq. the Governor of the Hudson's Bay

Company, and the gentlemen of the commitee, afforded all

kinds of assistance and information, previous to his leaviiipj

England ; and they sent orders to their agents and servants

in North America, containing the fullest directions to pro-

mote, by every means, the progress of the Expedition. Tiie

gentlemen of the North-west Company, both in England and

America, also gave much usefid information, and sent let-

ters of recommendation to the partners and agents of thiu

Company, resident on the line of route.

The late Sir Alexander Mackenzie, who visited the const

they were to explore, afforded in the most open and kind

manner, much valuable infonnation and advice.

The provisions, instraments, and articles furnished by di-

rection of the Lord's Commissioners of the Admiralty, wons

embarked on board the Hudson's Bay Company's ship Piiuco

of Wales, appointed by the committee to convey the expedi-

tion to York Factory, their principal establishment in Hud-

son's Bay. To Dr. Richardson, in particular, the exchi-

sive merit is due of whatever collections and observations

have been made in the department of natural history. TIk;

charts and drawings were made by Lieutenant Back and

the lato Lieutenant Hood. Both these gentlemen cheei-

fully and ably assisted in making the observations and in

the daily conduct of the expedition. Great praise is due to

th . fidelity, exertion and uniform good conduct in the m(M
trying situations, of John Hepburn, an English seaman,

and the only attendant, to whom in the latter part of the

journey they owed, under Divine Providence, the presciTu-

tion of the lives of some of the party.

All things having been j>reviously arranged, the party em-

oarked on the 23d of May 18ltf, on board the Prince of Wales,

a ship belonjpng to the Hudson's Bay Compacj. The wind
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not being favourable they did not reach Yannouth Rondi

until the 30th, and expeotin),' to remain there for a chaii<:e

of wind, several officers and passenjjers went on shore.

They had not however been long landed before the wind

changed to the south-east, and the ship fired sifrnal guns

for all to be on board. Mr. 13ack having gone a few miles

distance on business, tlie ship ;;uled without him, but Cap-

tain Franklin left a letter diiocting him to proceed by coach

to Stronmess, at which place he arrived nearly at the same

period as the ship, huving travelled nine days almost with-

out taking rest.

At Stromness Captain Franklin endeavoured to engage

some seamen adapted to the .;mce on which he was pro-

ceeding. On the 14th of June several persons met him by

njipointment ; but they were so impressed with apprehen-

sion that groat danger would attend the service, or that they

would be taken further than the engagement required, that

only four men offered themselves. ITie bowmen and stecr-

nicn were to raceivc forty pounds a year, and ihc middlemen

tliirty-five pounds, l-aptain Franklin savo, " They stijiu-

liilod to be sent back to the Orkney Ishuuls, free of expeu.so,

and to receive their pay until the time of arrival. Only

these few men could be procured, although our requisition

liad been sent to almost every island, even as far as the

northernmost point of Ronaldsha I was much amusc<l with

the extreme caution these men used before they would sign

the agreement; they minutely scanned all our intentions,

weighed every circumstance, looked narrowly into the jilan

of our route, and sdll more ;'ircumspectly to the prospect

of return. Such caution on the pai l of the northern marin-

ors form a singular contiast with the ready and thouglitless

manner in which an iMigli.sh seaman enters upon any entei

prise, however hazardous, without inquiring, or desiring

to know where he is going, or what he is going about.

Titc Rrig Harmony, belonging to the Moravian Mis-

sionary Society, and bound tn their settlement at Nain, on
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tlie coast of Labrador, was lying at anchor. With the view

of collecting some Esquimaux words and sentences, or

gaining any information respecting the manners and habits

of that people, Doctor Richardson and myself paid her a

visit We found the passengers, who were going out as

Missionaries, extromely disposed to communicate ; but as

they only spoke the Geiman and Esquimaux languages,

of both which we were ignorunt, iv conversation was

necessarily much confined: by U' -.xn' .
.!' vover, of au Es"-

quimaux and German dictionary, siiou few words were col-

lected, which we considered miglit be useful. There were

on board a very interesting girl, and a young man, who

were natives of Disko, in Old Grccnlan 1 ; both of them had

fair complexions, rather handsome features, and a lively

manner ; the former was going to be married to a resident

Missionary, and the latter to officiate in that character. The

commander of the vessel gave me a translation of the Gos-

pel of St. John in the Esquimaux language, printed by

the Moravian Society in London."

On the Iflth the Prince of Wales made the preparatory

signal lor sea. At three in the afternoon the sbip''. weighed,

an hour too early for the tide; as soou as tliip .. d they

entered into the passage between Hoy and Po. i.n i'ji had

to beat through against a very heavy swell, v '/.!.' '.'n ii ^et*-

iug of a weather tide and a string breeze had ot t-;Oucd.

Some dangerous rocK lo near the Pomona shore, uaC on

this side uiso the tide appeared to run with the greatest

strengtii. i)n clearing the outward projecting ])ouits of

Hoy and Pomona, tliey entered at once into tlie Atlantic,

and cnramer.ced then' voyaj" *') Hudson's Bay, havnig the

F.ddystone, Wear, and Mi *»!i / brig. Harmony, in com-

pany.

Hcing now fairly launched into the .; .otic. Captain

I'liinkliu issued a general memorandum iv. . gu'dir>;.e of

the olficcrs (hiring the prosecution ol the service on wnich ihcy

were engugefl, and commuuicr.^ed to them the several points

i

i
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of iiifoimation tliat were expected from them by their in-

Btrucliiins. lie also furnished them with copies of the signals

which had been agreed upon between Lieutenant Parry and

himself, to be used in the event of reaching the northern

coast of America, and falling in with each other. At the

end of the month of June, the progress was found to have

been extremely slow, owing to a determined N. W. wind

and much sea. Numerous birds hovered round the ship ;

princii)ally fulmars and shearwateis, and they not unfre-

quentb' saw shoals of grampusses sporting about, which

the Greenland seaman term finuers from their large dorsal

fin. Some porpoises occasionally ajipeared, and whenever

they did, the crew were sanguine in their expectation of

having a speedy change in the wind, which had been so

vcxatiously contrary, but they were disappointed in every

instance.

]5y the 25th of July they had opened the entrance of Da-

vis's Straits, and in the afternoon spoke the Andrew Marvell,

bound to England with a cargo of fourteen fish. The mas-

ter said that the ice had been heavier this season in Davis's

Straits than he had ever recollected, and that it lay purticu-

la^ly close to the westward, being connected with the shore

to the northward of Resolution Island, and extending from

thence within a short distance of the Greenland coast ; that

wifales had been abundant, but the ice so extremely cross,

that few could be killed. His ship, as well as several others,

had suffered material injury, and two vessels had been en-

tirely cruslied between vast masses of ice in luuiude 74' JO'

N. but the crews were saved. No intelligence could bo

obtained respecting Lieutenant Parry, and the ships inider

his comir-viid ; but blowing strong from the northward for

some time, which woidd, probably, dear Paflin's Ray of ice,

tliey were disposed to hope favourably of his progress.

On the 4th of August, in latitude 51)'' 68' N. longitude

6f>° 5a' W. they first fell in with lurgo icebergs; and in

till' evening were oncoiupassotl by several of consideniI)lf
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magnitude, which ol)ligt'd them to tack the ship, in order

to prevent getting entangled amongst them. The esti-

mated distance from the nearest part of the Labrador coast

was then 88 miles ; here tliey tried for soundings, without

gaining the bottom.

On the 6th of August, a party of the officers endeavoured

to get on one of the largest icebergs, but ineffectually,

owing to the steepness and smoothness of its sides, and the

swell produced by its imdulating motion. This was one of

the largest they saw, and Mr. Hood ascertained its height

to be 141) feet ; but these masses of ice are frecpiently mag-

nified to an immense size, through the illusive medium of

a hazy atmosphere, and on this account their dimensions

have often been exaggerated by voyagers.

In the morning of llie 7th, the Island of Resolution was

indistinctly seen through the haze, but was soon afterwards

entirely hidden in a very dense fog. The favourable

breeze subsided into a perfect calm, and left the ship sur-

rounded by loose ice. Two attempts were ineffectually

made to gain souudinfjs, and (he extreme density of the fog

precluded any other means of ascertaining the direction in

wliieli the ship was driving until half-past twelve, when
they had the alarming view of a barren rugged shore within

a few yards, tow-oring over the mast-Iieuds. Almost in-

stantly afterwards llie ship struck violently on a point of

rock, jirojecling from the island ; and the ship's side was

brought so near to tlie shore, that poles wore prepared to

jnish her off. This blow displaci'd the rmller, and raised

it several inches, but it fortunately had been j^reviously

confaied by tackles. A gentle swell freed the ship from

this perilous situation, but the current hurried the ship

along in contact with tlie rocky shore, and the pro8i)ect was

most alarming. On the oiilwurd bow was perceived a rug-

ged and precij)itous cliff, whose simimit was hid in the fog,

and the vessel's head was pointed towards the bottom of n

small bay, into which they were rapidlv driving, lliere, now
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seemed to be no probability of escaping sbipwreck, being

without wind, and having the rudder in its present luseless

stJile; the only assistance was that of a boat employed in

lowing, which had been placed in the water between the

ship and the shore, at the imminent risk of its being crushed.

The ship again struck in passing over a ledge of rocks, and

liappily the blow replaced the rudder, wliich enabled tliom

to take advantage of a light breeze, and to direct the ship's

head without the ))rojecting cliff. But the breeze was only

momentary, and the ship was a third time driven on slmm

on ihe rocky termination of the cliff. Here they remained

stationary for some seconds, and with little prospect of

being removed from this perilous situation, but were oucc

more extricated by the swell from this ledge also, and car-

ried still farther along the shore. The coast became now

more rugged, and the view of it was terminated by another

projecting point on the starboard bow. Happily, before

they had reached it, a light breeze enabled them to turn the

ship's head to seaward, and she drew off the shore. They

had made but little progress, however, when she was vio-

lently forced by the current against a large iceberg lying

aground.

Tlie prospect was now more alarming than at any preced-

ing period ; and it would be diflicult to pourtray the anxiety

and dismay depicted on the countenances of the female pas-

sengers and children, who were rushing on deck in spite of

the endeavours of the officers to keep them below, out of the

danger which was apprehended if the masts should be car-

ried away. After the first concussion, the ship was driven

along the steep and rugged side of tliis iceberg with such

amazing rapidity, that the destruction of the masts seemed

inevitable, and every one expected to be forced on the rocks

in the most disabled state ; but providentially, they escaped

this perilous result, whicli must have been decisive.

Tlie dense fog now cleared away for a short time, and

(hey discovered the Eddystone close to some rocks, having
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three boats employed in towing; but tlie Wear was not vi-

sible.

The ship receiving water very fast ; the pumps were in-

stantly manned and kept in coutiniuil use, and signals of

distress were made to the Eddystouc, whose commander

promptly came on board, and then ordered to our assistance

his carpenter and all the men he could spare, together witli

the carpenter and l)oat's crew ol" the Wear, who bird gone

on board the Eddystone in the morning, and were prevented

from returning to their own vessel by the fog. As the wind

was increasing, and the sky appeared very unsettled, it

was determined the Eddystone should take the ship in tow,

that the undivided attention of the passengers and crew

miglit be directed to pumping, and clearing the holds to ex-

amine whether there was a possibility of stopping the leak.

They soon found the principal injury had been received from

a blow near the stern-post, and, after cutting away part of

the ceiling, the carpenters endeavoured to stop the rushing

in of the water, by forcing oakum between the timbers ; but

this had not the desired effect, and the leak, in spite of all

efforts at the pumps, increased so much, that parties of the

officers and passengers wore stationed to bail out the water

in buckets at differents parts of the hold. A heavy gale came

on, blowing from the land, as the night advanced ; the sails

were split, the ship was encompassed by heavy ice, and, in

forcing through a closely-connected stream, the tow-rope

broke, and they were obliged to take a portion of the sea-

men flora the pumps, and appoint them to the management

of the ship.

On the 9th upwards of five feet water was found in the

well. Renewed exertions were now j)ut forth by every per-

son, and before eight in the morning the water was so much

reduced as to enable the carpenters to get at other defective

places ; but the remedies they could apply were insufficient

to repress the water from rushing in, and all their labours

could but just keep the ship in the same state throughout the
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day, until six in tlioaftprnoon ; when the slronirth of every

one began to fail, the expedient of thrustiiiij in felt, as well ns

oakum, was resorted to, and a plank nailed over ail. Alter

this operation a perceptible diminution in (lie water was

made, and beintj encouraged by the change, the utmost ex-

ertion was used in bailing and pumping ; and befon; night,

the leak was so overpowered that the pumpa were only re-

quired to be used at intervals of ten minutes. A sail, co-

vered with every substance that could be carried into the

leaks by the pressure of the water, was diawn under the

quarter of the ship, and secured by ropes on each side.

As a matter of precaution in the event of having to aban-

don the ship, which was for sometime doubtful, the elderly

women and children were removed to the Eddystone when

the wind was moderate, but the young women remained to

assist at the pumps, and their services were highly valuable,

both for their personal labour, and for the encouragement

their examjile and perseverance gave to the men.

At day-light, every eye was anxiously cast around the

horizon in search of the Wear, but in vain ; and the recol-

lection of their own recent peril caused considerable appre-.

liensions for her safety. Every glass was directed along

the shore to discover any trace of their absent consort. Guns

were frequently fired to a|)prize any who might be near of

tlieir approach; but no one appeared, and no sigM.l was

returned. At eight in the evening they were abreast of the

island ealle<l Ca|)c Uesolntion, which is alow point, but in-

dicated at n distance by a lofty round backed hill that rises

above it. They entered Hudson's Straits soon afterwards.

They arrived abreast of tin^ Upper Savage Islmul early

in the morning of the 12th of August, and as the breeze

was niodernte, the ship was steered as near to the shore as

the wind would permit, to give the F'lsqiiinianx inhabitants

an opjiortunity of coming off to barte?, which they soon em-

braced.

Their sinjuts at a distance intimated then approach some

r V. 14. s s



314 fhankmn's jdi kni:y

time before iliey described ibc eanoes paddling townriU

ibem ; llie headmost of them reiiclicil lis at eleven ; tlicse

Wire (juiclily followed by others, and before noon about forty

canoes, each holdinj^ one man, were assembled ronnd the two

ships. In the afternoon, when we apprnached nearer to the

shore, five or six larjjer ones, conlaininsj the women and

ehiliiren, came uii.

The liSijiiiinatix immediately evinced their desire to bar-

ter, and displ lyed no small ciinniii!^ in making their bar-

•rains, titkiiii; care not to exhibit too many articles at firijt.

'I'heir principal commodities were, oil, sea-horse teeth,

whalebone, seal-skin dresses, caps and boots, deer-skins

and horns, and models of their canoes ; and they received

ill exclmiiire small saws, knives, nails, tin-kettles, and nee-

dles. It was pleasing to behold the exultation, and to hear

the shouts of the whole jnirty, when an acipiisition was made

by any one ; and not a little ludicrous tu behold the eager-

ness with which the fortunate person licked each article with

his tongue, on receiving it, as a finish to the bargain, and

an net of appropriation. 'Il'hey in no instance omitted this

strange practice, however small the article ; the needles

even passed indivi<lually through the ceremony. The wo-

men brought imitations of men, women, animals, and birds,

carved with labour and ingenuity out of sea-horse teeth. The

dresses and the figures of the animnls, were not badly exe-

cuted, but there was no attempt at the delineation of the

countenances ; nnd most of the figures were without eyes,

ears and lingeis, tin; execution of which would, perhaps,

have reijuired niDre delicate instruments than they possess.

The men set most value on saws ; kuttee-swa-bak, the name

by which they distinguish them, was a constant cry. Knives

were held next in estimation. An old sword was bartered

frum the Eddystone, and I shall long remember the uni-

versal burst of joy on the hapjiy man's receiving it. It was

dcliglilliil to witness the general interest excited by indivi-

dual acquisitions. There was no desire shewn by any one
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(o over-reach liis iiuiglibuiir, ur to press towards iiii) |i;ii I

of tlic Hliip wlicn; n huri^iiin WiiM mukiiii^, until the pi rsDii iti

Bossessioii of the place lia«l completed his exehaii;;e and re-

moved, and if any article ha|)pei>ed to be demanded from

the outer canoes; the men nearest ns»istMl williiii^ly in pass-

ing the thing across. Supposing the party to belong tuone

tribe, the total number of the tribe must eiiceed two hun-

dred persons, as tlicre were, probably, one hundred and

iifty around tlie ships, and few of these were elderly persons,

or male children.

Their faces were broad and flat, the eyes small. The

men were in general stout. Some of the younger woMien

and the children had rather pleasing coiintcnaiu'es ; but the

dilfcrencc between these and the more aged of that sex, bore

strong testimony to the clFects which a few years produce in

this ungeuial climate. Most of the party had sore eyes, all

of them apjtcared of a plethoric habit of body ; several were

observed bleeding at the nose during their stay near the

ship. The men's dresses consisted of a jacket of seal-skin,

the trowsers of bear-skin, and st^veral had caps of the white

fox-skin. Tlie female dresses were made of the same ma-

terials, but tliflerently shaped, having a hood in which the

infants were carried. Their manner was very lively and

agreeable, and they were fond of mimicking our speech

and gestures ; but nothing afforded them greater amuse-

iiient than when we attempted to retaliate by pronouncing

any of their words.

The eanoes were of s(!al-skin, and similar in every re-

si)e(t to those of the Estpiimaux in (ireenland ; they were

H'cnerally new and very complete in their api»ointmenls.

I Imse appropriated to the women arc of ruder construction,

:iiid oidy caliiilated for line weather ; they are, however,

useful vessels, being capable of containing twenty persons

with their luggage. An elderly man othciates as steers-

man, and tlic women paddle, but they have also a mast

wiiitli carries a sail, made of dressed whale-gut, When
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the woiDoii liad dispost'd of all (heir articles of trade, tliey

resorted to entrcMty, iuid put in practice many enticing

gestures to procure presents of a variety of beads, needles,

and other articles in great demand aniurg females.

On the evening of the 19th, they passed Digge's Islands,

the termination of Hudson's Strait. Here the Eddystone

parted company, being bound to Moose Factory at the bot-

tom of the Bay.

On the yOth the Prince of Wales arrived off York Fiats,

and they hi\d the gratifying sight of the ship Wear, which

they feared was lost, riding at anchor. 'I'hc governor of

the place, Mr. Williams, came on board, accompanied by

the commander of the Wear, and the latter gentleman,

(from the circumstance of himself and his crew having been

supposed to be lost) was received with the most hearty wel-

come. It appeared that one of the largest masses of ice had

providcntiidly drifted between the vessel's siile and the rocks

just attlio liitH! he expected to strike, to which be secured

it until a breeze sprung up and enabled him to pursue his

voyage.

The governor said that he had received information from

the Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company of the ecpiip-

ment of the Expedition, and that the ollicers would come

out in their first ship. In the evening Dr. Richardson, Mr.

Hood, and Captain Franklin, accompanied the governor to

V ork Factory ; it is distant from the Flats seven miles.

Early next morning the iionour of a salute was conferred

on the members of the Ex|)e(liti()n,

Caj)tain Franklin informed the governor that he was di-

rected to consult with him and the senior ollicers of the Com-

pany as to the best mode of procicdiiig on their journey, and

in reply was inl'ormeil that instructions had been received

to render all possible assistance to the Expedition. He also

received the mosi friendly and full assurance from JMr. Shaw

and other gentlemen belonging to the North-west Company,

ol tlicii cordial disposition to piomotc the interests of the ex-



TO I in; iMii.AU sr.\. 317

])c(liliiiii , .tiid lis nl (lii» period a violent coinincrciul uppuHi-

tton existed between the Hudson's Buy and the North-west

Company, tliis assurance was liiglily <^ratilying. From

these gentlemen they obtained niucli inl'ormation respecting;

the interior of the country. Under a consideration of the

opposite interests of the two com|)anies, Ca[)tain Franklin

issued an order strictly prohihilin^ all interference in their

quarrels. This order lie nuide known to the principals of

the diiFercnt ConipanicH, and (hey expressed their satisfac-

tion thereat. The opinion of (lie i^uiitlemen connected with

both companies was that the parly should proceed by Cum-

berland House, and throu"!! the chain of posts to the (jJreat

Slave Lake, and Captain Franklin determined to pursue

the route they recommended.

York Factory, the principal depot of the Hudson's Hay

Company, stands on the west Bank of Hayes' River, about

five miles above its mouth, on the marshy |iciiiiisula which

separates the Hiiyes and Nelson rivers. The surrounding;

country is flat and swampy , and covered with willows, pop-

lars, larch, spruce, and birch -trees ; but the reipiisition

for fuel bus expended all the wood in the vicinity, and the

residents have now to send for it to a considerable distance.

The principal buililings are placed in the form of a sijuare,

havinj; an octagonal court in the centre ; they arc two stories

in height and have flat roofs covered with lead. The of-

ficers dwell in one portion of this s([uare, and in the other

parts the articles of merchandise are kept: the workshops,

storehouses for the furs, and the servants' houses are rangeil

on the out side of the s([uare, and the whole ' irroundcd

by a stockade twenty feet high. A platform is laid from

the bouse to the pier on the bank for tiie convenience ot

transporting the stores and furs, which is the only prome-

nade the residents have on this marshy spot during the sum-

mer sciisou.
,
The few Indians who frequent this establish-

nicnt beh)ng to the Swampy Crees. There were several

of thciu eucami)cd on the outside of the stockade. Then
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tents were nul-jly. constructed by tyini; twenty or thirty

poles together at (he (op, and spreading thciu out lit (he

base so as (u form a cone ; (hcse were covered wi(h dressed

nioosc-skin. The fire is placed in (he centre, and a hole

is left for (he escape of the smoke. The inmates had a

squalid look, and were sulFeriny; under the combined af-

flictions of hooping cough and measles ; but even these mi-

series did not keep them from an excessive indulgence in

spirits, which they unhappily can procure from tlie traders

with too much facility.

Their sickness at this time was particularly felt ny the

trader?, this being the season of the year when the exertion

of every hunter is required to procu' their winter's stock

of geese, which resort in inimens ks to the extensive

flats in (his neighbourhood. Thes , during the sum-

mer, retire far to the north, and breed in security ; but

when (he approach of win(er compels (hem (o seek a more

southern clima(e, (hey generally alight on (he marshes of

this bay, and fatten (here for three weeks or a mondi, be-

fore (hey (akc (heir final depar(ure from the country. They

also make a short halt at (he same spots in (heir progress

nordiwards in (he spring. Their arrival is welcomed wi(h

joy, and the goose hunt is one of the most plentiful seasons

of the year. The ducks freciucnt the swamps all the summer.

All things having been pr* pared, and one of the largest

Company's boats having been procured, the j)arty j)reparp(l

early in the month of .^cpteinbi-r for (heir drpartiirr. The

various stores provideil however wtrt; lounil loo bulky to

be stowed in (he bout, so that a |)art of tin; provisions

were necessarily left behind. All of thi-iii excepting liic bj-

eon, which was of too gr('a( a iiulk, the governor promised

(o forward in (he course of the next season, ;in(l llie piuly

embarked under a salute of eigli( guns and three cheers fiom

the fort, thus comiuencing (heir voyage in(o the interior of

America.

The wind and (idc failinir at the dib(ancc of six miles above
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,
above

tlio Factory, ninl tlie ourrnnt bpin(»too rapid for iisiiK^ oan-

(i) advaiiliii^f, tilt' crew liad to cominonce trackinpf, ordratjt;

irii; iIk! boat by a lino, to wbich they were harnessed. This

operation is extrtinely iuboriouH in tliese rivers. Tiiu men

were obliged to >vaik aion'^tlic steep declivity of a hii^h i)ank,

rendered at tiiis season soli and sh|i|)ery by i'reqnent rnin!«,

and their prot;ress was often I'urlher impeded by fallen trees,

wbich, havin!^ slippett from the ver^e of the thiek wood

above, bun<( on the face of the biiiik in a^reat variety of di-

rections. Notwithstanding; these obstacles, they atlv:inced

at the rate of two milen an hour, one half of the crew reliev-

ing; the other iit intervals of an hour :)iid a half. Tlie breadth

of the stream, some distance a' ive the Factory, is about

half a mile, and its deptii, during this day's voyage, varied

from three to nine feet. At sunset they landed, and pitched

the tent for the night, having made a progress of twelve

miles. A larije fire was quickly kindled, supper speedily

prepared, and they tiien retired in their buiTalu robes, and

enjoyed a night of sound repose.

On the 14th Mr. M'Donald, on his way to Ked River, in

a small canoe, manned by two Indians, overtook the party.

The Indians had on the preceding day, with no other arms

than a hatchet, killed two deer, a hawk, a curlew, and a

sturgeon. Three of the Company's boats joined in the course

of the morning, and they pursued their journey up Mill Ri-

ver in company. Captain Franklin's boat being overladen,

they were unable to keep pace with the others ; and there-

fore proposed to the gentlemen in charge of the Company's

boats, that they should relieve them of part of their cargo.

This they declined doing, under the plea of not having re-

ceived orders to that etlect, notwithstanding the circular

furnished by Governor Williams, strictly enjoining all the

Company's servants to afford every assistance. In conse-

quence of this refusal they dropt behind, and being de-

prived of the advantage of observing the route followed by

the guide, who was in the foremost boat, they frequently
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took a wrong channel. Tlit; tow-lin»' broke twice, and the

boat was only |ireven(e(l from goinjj hrouilside down tlin

sfii-am, and breaking to pieces ajjainst the stones, by the

ollieers and men leapins; into tlie water, and holdinj^ iier liead

to tlio cnrrei.t until the lin<; could be carried ft<ruiii to the

sluire. The traders, ujuides, and most i'X|)erienced of (he

hi<a(mcn, bein^ of opinion, that luiless the boat was fiutlier

iiirlileneii, the winter •voiild put a stoji to tlieir proijresv- be-

fore they could reach Cumberland House, "r any elii;il)le

pos!, sixteen pieces wer(^ left with i^tr. niimi, (lu^ ijenlh'-

niaii in chartfc of a lepot called Ruck House, to be I'or-

wardcil by ihe Atliahusea canoes next season, this beinjj

their place of rende^vims.

'Ilie exertions of the Orkney boatmen, (whom Captain

Frai:klin had engaged) wi navigating the rivers deserve the

bighesi commendation. They hud often to lift the boats over

rocks by leaping into the water, although the temperature

was below the freezing point. Tlu' iiiini('n>e loads which on

numy occasions they bad to carry in crossing the portages

or rocky pints, were also astonishing, as well as their acti-

vity on these occasions.

'I'liey continued their journey, and on the twenty-third ar-

rived at a (le|)(>t on .Swauipy Lake. Here they were supplieil

uith a further stock of provisions, dem)minateil pemmican.

This food consists of buH'alo meat, which is pounded and

mixed with -lelted fat. On examination this provision was

found to he mouldy ; but upon this wretched iVxul the resi-

dents at this cheerless ahiule, which consisted of only two

persons, had to subsist until nuire arrived.

On the'Jllh they jjassed through some woods which were

St II smokijis;, having c.iught hre in the summer, through

(he negligence ofsonu; party in not properly extinguishing

ihe'.r lires when they left an eneampment. This is no un-

comnu)n occurrence in dry seasons ; aiul the woods on those

occasions ar( yeen blazing to the extent of several miles.

On the 28th (be party arrived ..^ Oxfoid House, where
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formerly the lliulson's Hay Company had a station. A few

Cree Indians were encamped in the neighbourliood, but they

were at tliis time atilicted wilh the measles and the hooping

cougli, and were altogether in a wreluhed state. Captain

Frunkliii endeavoured to prevail on some of these Indians to

accompany them in himting and killing ducks, which here

were very numerous ; but could not prevail on any (»f them

to join ill the attempt. They procured on Holey Lake, on

which Oxford House is situated, a supply of fisii, which

was very acceptable. On the following day two of the boats

in passing Swampy Lake were broken against tiic rocks,

and this accident detained tiiem some time in order to repair

the boats. At this place the river runs with rapid force, and

they were informed that in the preceding year, in hauling

a boat up one of the channels, a man was precipitated into

the sireaiii, and hurried down the rapid with such force, that

all cH'tirts to save him were inetTectual.

On tilt' second of October while superintending the opera-

tions of till' party. Captain Franklin slipped from the sum-

Miit of a rock into the river, and for a time all his eflbrts to

extricate himself failed. He w?s carried a considerable dis-

tance down the stream, but at length be caught hold of a

willow, and kept fust until two gentlemen belonging to the

Hudson's Uay Company came to his assistance.

At Norway House they met with Lord Selkirk'.s colonists

who had been their companions ns they sailed across the At-

lantic, and liad preceded their departure one day from York

Factory. The pcr)j)h' were gro MJy pleased at meeting each

other again in so distant and vild a country.

On the 14th sailing across Cedar Lake, they landed at an

Indian tent, which contained two families, to the; number of

(hirly persons. They were very poorly clothed, and af-

ili<ted with the hooping cough and the measles, and were

at tliis time preparing a sweating Iiouse to cure their sick

<'onipani MIS. By singing and drumming and sweating they

cure all the diseases they meet with. At a short distance,

l\ V. 14. '*' -^
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on iin iiiljoininc^ island, nnotlior piM'tv <>' iiiilians linil \\\v(]

!li.>ir rt'sidence, for the luirposi^ ol' killiiii^ {;('*>.(' :iiiil ducks.

They sailed up the Saskatcliiiwp.ii river, and passed aiiothtT

iiidiaii party consistinj; of three tents, who appeared (o be

ill a luerc afllicted state than the former. They were enn-

<'liHliii<^ their incantations for their sick. Ainoni^ odier of

llieir ceremonies on this occasion they hung up a doi:^ as a

propili ilory oHerin^ to their imat^inary deity. Continuing

llii'ir JiMiriu'v up the river, they came on (lie Ivveiilielii to

aiiiillier |iarty of Indians. 'riies(; had a very lari^e triil,

forty feet lonsf ond eiy;hteen feet wide, covered with moose

deer skins. There was a fire at each end, and o| euint;s

for the smoke to pass Ihrout^h. In the centre of Ihc It'iit

there were drums and other instruments of euclianlmeut

hani^in*^ up, and sieepiiii^ apartments appeared to hi^ u)arked

out and dividetl for difl'eient fflmilies.

The parly continued tlieir journey across Fine Island

liake, and soon arrived at a station l>elon>;'in^; to tlie Hud-

son's llay Company called Cumherhuul House. The lake

was so severely frozen near the sides, that they were under

the necessity of hrcakinsj; tlie ice to make their landin!ji;r,od.

(lovernor Wili'ams invitiul them to take up their winter re-

sidence at this phice, as it appeared impractieahle to pioceed

any further with safety, the frost havini; set in with i^real

severity. Captain Franklin heinjj satisfied of the |)iopriely

of aeeeptini; his invitation, preparations were immediately

madi! for (heir accommodation, and an uidiiiished buildini;

was completed witii all Hjiei'd and every needful arraoijc-

ment made. Caplain I'^ranklin visited Mr. Connolly, one

of tiie partners of (he Nordi-west Com|)any, wlu) assured

liim of every endeavour on his pari (o elVeet the object (d' his

journey.

The winter having set in with severity, on (lie ninlli <d

November it was detcrnuned to send for a supply of fish

from Swampy River, where a parly had been slaliomd for

the purpose of jirocuriiif^ a sup|)lv of that article. For thi
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^..rposc tlio sletln'rs wrc prcparod, ami dot^sand men were

ill lull s|>iii(s at tlic prospect of tlicir journey, and imme*

Jiatfly on startini;' they went forwards with great rapidity.

On removing into their iicwly-prepared house, they found it

extieiiiely eold, notwitlistandiiif; fiios were kept uj).

On the 24th several Indians inatle their ap|)earanee at

Cuinherland House, who from illness had been iiicnpahle of

huntinij and procuring provisions. They appeared to be in

great distress, and probably hut for the supply now nllorded

them by the Company, they would have perished from

want. Indred instances won; stated in which thcs(! pen-

pie had been so overcome by hunger, as to kill and feed

upon each other.

In the beginning of December there was a partial thaw,

ami the ice on the Saskatchawan Riyer, and on the lake,

broke up, so as to render travelling dangerous. One of the

party attached to Captain Franklm having the conduct of a

sletlge and dogs, in passing from Swampy llivi i with fi^h,

being fatigued, and ritliuL' i his sledge, was missed by his

eompanions, who wen* dri wiig other sledges, and great ap-

prehensions were entertained for bis safefy- A party were

sent the next <lay in search of him, v«i< found him in ilie

wooils, to which he had turned, under the co"viction that lie

could not get across the lake in his sledge, lie was un|)ro-

vidcd with materials for making a lire, and was much ehille'l

by the cold ; but his companions brought him to the hiuse m
safety.

The iniormiition .vhicli Ca|)tain Franklin obtained of (be

state of the country, induced him to restdve on proeeedim;

himself, during the winter, beyond the (Jreat Slave I. '

and he communicated his resolulion to the gentlemt ^ >>lio

managed the concerns of the two trading (Companies, lie

retpiested that by the middle of January he mi^hl be liii -

nislM'd with the means of conveyance for three persons,

having resolved that Dr. Itiebardson anil Mr. Hood should

leiiiuin ul Cumbeilainl llun-c till the spring.

I I J
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Cliristmas-day was spent at Cumberland Fort with fes-

tivity ; all the people bclontjing to the factory having

met, to be present on the occasion, and to partake of a

Bubstantial dinner, vhich was provided on the occasion.

The entrance of the new year was celebrated by the dis-

<;hargc of fire arms, a ceremony always adopted at this sea-

son. On this occasion the captain and his party dined with

tiic tj»;ntlemcn of the North-west Company, and were regaled

with the taste of u beaver, which they found to be excellent

food.

On the morning of the 17th of January, a wolf having

been caught in a steel trap, ran oil" willi it. A party went

in search of him, taking two English hull dogs and a terrier.

At first the dogs appeared fearful, and kept at a distance,

barking loudly, hut one of the party firing at the wolf, and

wounding it, tlie dogs made an attack upon the creature,

and it was soon killed.

The severity of the winter was lolt by the Indians ; many

of them being reduced to a state of starvation and the great-

est suirering. One evening a poor native entered the house

of the North-west Company, with his only child in his arms,

accompanied by his starving wife, 'I'liey had been afllicted

with the measles, and as soon as tlujy recovered they set oul

for Cumberland House. They lind been compelled to feed

on bits of skin and ofiul, and at lust hud been several days

without tasting food ; ixit the desire of savingihe life of their

infant child added strength to tlieir ellorts, and they perse-

vered in their journey until they arrived at Cuiiiherlnnd

House, but their infant expiretl just as they arrived within

sight of the ])hiee. 'I'lu; gentleman in charge of the place

received them with the greatest kindness, but lunguage can-

not describe their feelings in cunseipiencc of (he loss of their

child.

'I'lie (irii^in of the Crees, to which natii)n the Cumberland

House Indians belong, is, like that of the other Aborigines

of Ann I ica, involved in obseifrity. Mr. llcckcwcider, a
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iiiissioiinry, who resided lonp nmnn^Ht tlicsc |mm)|)Ic, states,

(liiit the Lcnaiii Indians have a tradition amongst tliem, of

(licir ancestors havinsj come from the westward, and taken

])()>;s('ssion of tli(! whole coinitry from the Missouri to the At-

l.intie, after (hiving away or destroyin!^ the original iniiahit-

;in(s of tilt! land, whom they termed Alligewi. In this

inii^ralion aiui contest, which endured for a series of years,

th(! iMeiigwe, or Troijuois, kept pace with them, moving in

a parallel hut more northerly line, and finally settled on the

hanks of the St. Lawrence, and the great lakes from whence

it Hows. 'I'iie lionapc heing more numerous, peopled not

only the tjre iter part <if the (M)untry at present occupied by

the United States, hut also sent detachments to the north-

ward as far as the hanks of the River Mississijipi and the

sliores of lludsiin's Hay. The principal of their northern

Irihes are now known under the names of Saullcurs or Cliip-

pewavs, and Crees; the former inhabiting the country be-

twixt [iikes Winipeg and Superior, the latter frequenting

the shores of Hudson's Hay, from Moose to Churchill, and

the country from thenct; as far to the westward as the plains

which lie betwixt the forks of the Saskatchawan.

These Crees, formtjrly known by the French Canadian

traders under the appellation of Knistcneaux, generally de-

signate theiuselves as Eithinyoowuc (men), or, when they

wish to discriminate themselves from the other Indian na-

tions, as Nalhehwy-withinyoowuc (Southern- men.)

i'he moral character of a hunter is acted upon by the na-

ture of the land he iidiabit>^, the abundance or scarcity of

food, and in his means of access to spirituous liquors. In a

country so various in these respects as that inhabited by tin;

Crees, the causes alluded to must operate strongly in pro-

ducing a considerable dill'ercnce of character amongst the

various hordes.

Much of their character, no doubt, originates in their

mode of life ; accustomed as a hunter tu depend greatly on

chance for biii bubbibtcncc, the Cicc tukcb little lliuugUt of
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to-iiiorrovv ; ami the most olVensive pnrt of his bcltaviotir

—

the liubit of boasting—bus been probably assumod as ii ne-

cessary part of his urmour, which operates upon the fears ot

liis enemies. Every Cree fears the medical or eonjiiriiii;

powers of his ncij^bbour ; but at the same time exalts his own

attainmeiils to the skies. " 1 am (joil-like," is a coiiinum

expression amons;stthem, and they prove their ilivinity siii|»

by eatini^ live coals, and by various tricks of a similar na-

ture. A medicine-baij is an indispensable part of a hunter's

e»|ui|)ment. It is generally furnished witli a little bit of in-

digo, blue vitriol, Vermillion, or some other showy article
;

and is, when in the hands of a noted conjurer, such an ob-

ject of terror to the rest of the tribe, that its possessor is

enabled to fatten at his case ujion Uie labours of bis deiudeil

countrymen.

A fcllowof this description came to Cumberland House in

the winter of 1819. Notwithstanding the then miserable

state of the Indians, the ra])acity of this wretch had been

preying upon their necessities, and a poor hunter was ac-

tually at the moment pining away under the influence of his

threats. The mighty conjurer, immediately on his arrival at

tliu House, began to trumpet forth his powers, boasting,

among other things, tliat although his hands and feet were

tied as securely as possible, yet when phiced in a conjuring-

houso, he woulil speedily disengage himself by tin? aid of

two or thiee famili;ir spirits, who were attendant on his call.

He was instantly taken at his word, and that his exertions

might not be without an aim, a capot or greatcoat w;is pro-

mised as the reward of his success. A conjuring-house hav-

ing been erected in the usual form, that is, by sticking fmir

willows in the ground, and tying their tops to u hoop at the

height of six or eight feet, he was fettered complettdy, by

winding several fathoms of rope round his body and extremi-

ties, and placed in its narrow apartment, not exceeding two

feet in diameter. A moose-skin being then thrown overtlic

frame, hcclnded him from (he ^ight He forthwith began (!
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(haunt a kind of hymn in a very nionofonons <oiie. The its'

ol'dio Iniliaiis, who scrincd in soinr doiilit ii'Sj)C(tin<> tin

powers ofa devil when |Mit in (-(iniix'tition with those of .'

white man, rammed themselves around anil wat( lied the re

suit wilii anxiety. Nothing- remarkaJile oeinrred lor a loni;

(line. Tlie ronjnrer coiitinnod his somj»- at intervals, and it

was ocrasionally taken up by flioso without. In this man-

ner an lionr and a half elapsed; hut at l(<nrr|h allentii)n,

whi<li had liei;ini to lla>x, was roused hy the violent shaking

of the Odiijuriiij; liousc. It was instantly whispered roiiinl

tilt! rirele, that at least one devil liad crept under the moose-

hkin. Hut it proved to lie only (he " (Jod-liko man" frem-

hlin^ with cold. He had entered the iii^ts, htript to the

skin, ami (lie lliermoiuoler stood very low that cveiiiii!^.

His attempts were continued, however, with consideralde

resolution for half an hour Ioniser, wiien he reluctantly (lave

in. He had found no ditliculty insiippin<^ through thcnoost;

when it was formed hy his countrymen ; but in the present

instance, the knot was tied by Governor Williams, who is

an expert sailor. After this unsuccessful exhibition, his

credit sunk amazingly, and ho took the earliest o|)porlnnily

of sneaking away from the iort.

About two years before a conjursr paid more dearly for his

temerity. In a tjuarrel with an Indian he threw out some

obscure threats of vengeance, which passed unnoticed at (he

(iine, but were afterwards remembered. They met in tin-

spring at Carlton House, after passing the winter in difler-

ent parts of the country, during which the Indian's child

died. The conjurer had the folly to boast that be bad caused

its doalli, and the enraged iV.tber shot him dead on the spot.

I( may be remarked, iiowever, that both these Indians were

inhabitants of the plains, and nad been tauglit, by their in-

tereoiuse with the turbulent "tone Indians, to set but com-

paratively little value on the life of a man.

During their visits to a post, they are suffered to enter

every aparttnenl in the iiouse, without the loast restraint,
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and iiUlioiitjli iirticlcs of value to tliom :irc scaU<^iotl alidiif

nolliing is ever niissi'tl. Tlii'y scriipiilouily iivo'nl moviii!;

aiiv thing IVom its plaei-, altliouj^h lliey me often proinjilcd

by curiosity to exiiinine it. In some cases, iiideefl, tin y

cany this principle to a degree of self-denial which would

hardly be expected. It often happens that meat, which Icis

been paid for, (if liie poisonous draught it procures them can

be considered as payment,) is left at their lodges until a con-

venient opportunity occurs of carrying it away. They will

rather pass several days without eating, tlim toueli the meal

thus intrusted to their charge, even when there exist:: a

prospect of replacing it.

The hospitality of the Crees is unbounded. They alTurd a

certain asylum to the h ilf-hreed children wIkmi tleserted hy

their unnatural white fathers ; and the infirm, and indeed

every individual in an encampment, share the provisions of

a successful hunter as long as they last. Tonil too as a dee
is of spirituous liquors, he is not happy unh-ss all his neigh-

bours partake with him. It is not easy, however, to say

what share ostentation may have in the apparent munificence

in the latter article ; for when an Indian, hy a good hunt, is

enabled to treat the others with a keg of rum, he becomes

the chief of a night, assumes no little stateliiiess of manner,

and is treated with deference hy those who regale at his ex-

pence. Prompted also by the desire of gaining a name, they

lavisli away tlie articles they purchase at tlie trading [losts,

and are well sati>-lied if repaid in pr.iise.

Tiu» Cree women are not in general treated harshly by

their hushamls, and possess consider^ihle influence over them.

They often eat, and even get tlniiik, in consort with the

men; a coiisiderable portion of tlie laliour, however, falls to

the lot of the wife. She makes the hut, cooks, dresses the

skins, and, for the most part, carries the heaviest load;

but, when she is unable to perform her task, the husband

does not consider it beneulh his dignity to assist her. Capa-

ble as they are of behaving thus kindly, they aDtct in their
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discourse (o despise the snl'ter sex, and on solemn occaaions

will not sulFer them to eat before them, or even come into

tlieir presence. In this they are countenanced by the white

residents, most of whom have Indian or half-breed wives,

but seem afraid of treatin;^ them with the tenderness or at-

tention due to every feir.ale, lest they should themselves be

despised by the Indians. At least, this is the only reason

they assign for tlieir neglect of those whom tliey make part-

ners of their beds, and mothers of their children.

When a hunter marries his first wife, he usually takes up

his abode in the tent of bis father-iu-law, and of course

hunts for the family ; but when he becomes a father, the fa-

milies are at liberty to separate, or remain together, as iheir

inclinations prompt them, ilis second wife is, fur the must

part, sister of the first, but not necessaiily so; for an Indian

uf another family often presses his daui;liter u|)on a liunlir

nliom he knows to be capable of maintaining her well. 1 lio

first wife always remains the mistress of the tent, and as-

sumes an authority over the others, which is not in every

case quietly submitted to. It may be remarked that while

an Indian resides with his wile's family, it is extremely iin-

])roper for his mother-in-law to speak, or even look at him

;

and when she has a communication to make, it is the eti-

quette that she should turn her hack upon him, and address

him only through the medium of a third person. This singu-

lar custom is not vory creditable to the Indians, if it really

had its origin in the cause which they at present assign for it;

namely, that a woman's spi'aking to her son-iti-lavv is a sure

indication of her having conceived a criminal uiTection for

him.

Tattooing is almost universal v.'ith the Crees. The wo-

men are in general content with having one or two lines

drawn from the corners of the mouth towards the angles of

the lower jaw ; but sim.e of tin- men have tlieir bodies co-

vered with a great variety of lines and figures. It seems to

be considered by most rather as a proof of courage thau an

P. V. 14. U
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(»rnnmoiit, tho operation bcini^ vi ry painful, and, if tlift

lii^uri's are ninneroiis and intri(!;)(c, lasting sevcriil days.

The lilies on tiie fare are formed by dexterously runn iig an

nwl under ll\e rnticle, and then drnwinc^a cord, dipt in eliar-

i oal and water, lhrouy;li the canal thus f{)rn\ed. The ]iiinc-

(ures on tiie liody are formed hy needles of various sizes set

in a frame. A number of hawk bells attached to this frame,

serve, by their noise, to cover the suppressed {groans of the

suH'erir, mul, probably for the same reason, the ]»rocess is

accomjianied with sinijinij. An indelible stain is produced

by rubbiiiij a little finely-powdcred willow-charcoal into the

punctures.

Ill the month of May, whilst Dr. Richardson was at Carl-

ton House, a Cree liunter resolved upon dediciitina; several

articles to one of his deities named Kepoochikawn. The

ceremony took place in a sweatiniif-house, or, as it may be

desi;;nated, from its more important use, a temple, which

wiis erected for the ocCiision hy the worship|)er's two wives.

It Wiis framed of arched willows, interlaced so as to form a

vault capable of containini^ ten or twelve men, ranji^ed

closely side by side, and hii^h cnouirli to admit of their sit-

(ini; erect. It was very similar in shape to an oven, or the

kraai of n Hottentot, and was closely covered with moose

skiii!^, except at the east end, which was left open for a

<loi)r. Near the centre of the buildint^ there was a lude in

tlu' i^round, which contained ten or twelve red-hot stones,

havintj a few l"aves strewed around (hem. When the wo-

men had completed the preparations, the hunter made Ids

ai)i)earaiice, perfectly naked, carryina^in his hand an image

of Kepoochikawn, rudely carved, and about two feet long.

lie placed his god at the upper end of the sweating-house,

with his face towar<ls the door, and proceeded to tie round

its neck his offerings, consisting of a cotton handkerchief, a

!ooking-g-lass, •• fin pan, a piece of ribband, and a bit of to-

bacco, wbi( h ho had proeuml the same <lay, at the exi>ensc

of fifteen or twenty skins. Whilst he was thus occupied,
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several other Crees, who were encamped in the neighbour-

hood, iiaviiif? been informed of what was jjoing on, arrived,

and >liip|)iiii? at ilie door of tiie temple, cnteied, and

lani^iMl themselves on each side ; the hunter himself scpiatted

down at llie ri^ht liand of Kepoo( liikawn.

The iiunler, who tiiroui^houi otliciatedas hiirh priest, com-

iiicnced by making a speech to Kepoochikawn, in which he

recpiestcd him to be pro|)itious, told him of the value of the

things now presented, and cautioned him against ingratitude.

'I'his oration was delivered in a monotonous tone, and with

great rapidity of utterance, and the speaker retained his

sipiatting posture, but turne<l his face to iii^ god. At its

conclusion, tlie priest began a hymn, of which the hurthen

was, " i will walk with (Jod, I will go with the animal ;"

;ind at the end of each stanza, the rest joined in au insigni-

ticant chorus. He next took up a calumet, filled with a

mixture of tobacco and bear-berry leaves, and holding its

stem by the middle, in a horizontal position, over the hot

stones, turned it sbwly in a circular manner, following the

course of the sun. lis mouth-piece being then with much

formality held for a few seconds to the face of Kepoochi-

k.iwn, it was next presented to the earth, having been pre-

viously turned a second time over the hut stones ; and after-

wards, with equal ceremony, pointed in succession to the

four ipiarters of the sky ; ihun drawing a few whiils from the

calumet himself, he handed it to his left-hand neighbour, by

whom it was gravely pass«;d round the circle. When the

tobacco was exhausted by passing several times round, the

hunter made another s|)eech, siimlar to tiie former ; but was,

if possible, still more urgtMit in his retjuests. A second

hymn followed, and a ipianiity of water being sprinkled on

I lie hot stones, tin; attendants were ordered to close the

temple, which they did, by very carefully covering it up

with moose-skins. 'J'hey continued in the vapour- bath for

tliiily-live minutes, during which lime a third speech was

iiiiule, and a hymn was >uiig, and water occasionally sprin-
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kled on the stones, wliicli still retained inucli lieat, as was

evident from the hiesint; noise they made. The coverings

were then thrown ofT, and the poor halt'-stcwed worshippers

exposed freely to the air ; but they kept their squatting pos-

tures until a fourth 8|)eech was made, in which the deity was

strongly reminded of the value of the gifts, and exhorted to

take an early opportunity of shewing his gratitUiV. The ce-

remony conclvuled by the sweaters scain|)cring down to the

river, ami plunging into the stream. It may be remarked,

tiiat the door of the temple, ami, of course, the face of the

god, was turned to the rising sun ; and the spectators were

desired not to block u|> entirely the front of tiie building, but

to leave a lane fur the entrance or exit of some influence nl'

which liiey (^uUl not give n corrfct dt ?cii|iiion, J!?»;vdiil

Indians, wlio lay on tiie outside of the sweating-house as

spectators, seemed to reganl the proceedings will* very lit-

tle awe, and were extremely free in the nuiaik- and jokes

they passed upon the condition of the sweaters, and even of

Kepoochikawn himself. One of them made a remark, that

the shawl would have been much better bestowed upon him-

self than upon Kepoochikawri, but tiie same fellow after-

wards stripped and joined in the ceremony.

Dr. llielmrdson took an oppurtunity of asking a com-

municative old Indian, of the HIackfoot nation, his opinion

of a future state : be replied, that lh(>y had heard from

their fatliers, that the souls of the tleparted have to scram-

ble with great labour up the sides of a steep mounli.ui,

upon attaining the summit of which they are rewarded with

the prospect of an extensive plain, abounding in all sorts

of game, and iiitersj)ersed here and there with new tents,

pitched in agreeable situations. Whilst they are absorbed

in the contemplation of this delightful scene, they are de-

scried by the inhabitants of the happy land, who, clothed

in new skin-dresses, approach an<l welcome with every de-

monstration of kindness those Indians who have led good

lives j but the bad Iudiuu:> who have imbued their hands in
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tlic blood of llicir cuuiilryiiini, i»re told to return from

wlicnco they Ciiiiu*, and without more ocreinoiiy )treui|)ilate(l

down the Mlee|i sides uf tlic mountain.

Women wlio liave lieen ii;nii(y of infanticide, never reach

the niountuin at all, but are cdiiipvlied to hover round (he

avals of tiieir crimes, with iiriiiiclies of trees tied to their

li '^s. The mehincliuly sounds whicli are hoard in the still

(•nniiner evenings, and wliicli the i<;norance uf the white |>eo-

jil(! consider as the screams of the goat-suckers, are really,

according to tiie old Indian's account, the moiinings of these

unhappy beings.

The Creeshuve soni'jwhat similar iiotiuns, hut as tlicy in-

habit a country widely dilVcrdit fmm the nionntainous lands

uf the niackfoot Indiims, the ditliculty of their juurney lies

in walking along a slender and slippery tree, laid as a bridge

across a rapid stream uf stinking and muddy water. Tiio

night owl is regarded by the Ciees with the same dread that

it has oeen viewed by other nations. One small sj)ecies,

which is known tu them liy its melancholy nocturiiul hootings,

(for as it never appears in ilie day, few even of the hunters

have ever seen it,) is particularly ominous. They call it the

cliecj)ai-peelbees, or de ith bird, and never fail to whistle

when they beiir its note. If it dufs not re|)ly to the whistle

by its hootings, tiie speedy death of the impiirer is augured.

When a Creetlits, that i)art ol his property which he his

not given uvvay before lii.s deatli, is burned with him, and his

relations take care to place ncir the grave Utile heaps of

(ire- wood, food, j)ieces of tobacco, and such things as he is

likely to need in his journey. Similar oU'erings are madt;

when they revisit the grave, and as kettles, and other arti-

cles uf vail are sometiiiies olFeret Ih retpiently

carr".e«l oil' by passengers, yet the relations are nut <lis-

pleased, provid*?*! sullicient respect has been shewn to the

dead, by putting some other article, although of inferior

value, in the place uf that which has been taker away.

The Crecb are wont to celebrate the retunis of the seaHouu
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by religious festivals, but we arc uiiabie to ilcscvib<; tUv cn-

reinuniul in use on these joyous occasions from personal ob-

servation. The following brief notice of a feast, which was

given by an old Crc(! chief, accoriling to his annual custom,

on the first croaking of the IVogs, is drawn up from the iii-

foriiiatioii of one of the guoitR. A large «)blong tent, or

lodge, was prepared for the inii)ortaiit occasion l)y the men

of the party, none of the women being sullered to interfere.

It faced the setting sun, and great Ciire was taken that every

thing about it should be as neat and clean as possible. Three

fire places were raised within it, at e(iual distances, and lit-

tle holes were dug in the corners, to contain the ashes of

their pijjcs. In a recess, at its up|)er end, one large image

of Kepoochikavvn, and many smaller ones, were ranged with

their faces towards the door. The food was jjfppared by the

chief's wife, and consisted of marrow pemmiciin, berries

boiled with fat, and various other delicacies that had been

preserved for the occasion.

The preparations being completed, and a slave, v.hoin the

chief had taken in war, having warned the guests to the feast

by the mysterious word peenasheway, they came, driissed

out in their best garments, and ranged themselves according

to their seniority, the eldest seating themselves next the

chief at the upper end, and the young men near the door.

The chief commenced ay addressing his deities in an np-

propriate speech, in which lie told them, that he had has-

tened, .IS soon as summer was indicatiMl by the croaking ol

the frogs, to solicit their favour for hicuself and his yoiing

men, and hoped that they would send him a pleasant ami

plentiful season. His oration was conelnded by an inviica

lion to all the animals in the land, and a signal Ik iiig given

to the slave at the door, I c invited tliein >t verally by llieir

names to cumc and partake of hel'.Mst.

The Cree cldef having by this very general invitation dis-

pliyed liis unbounded hospitality, next ortleied one of the

y.iiing lueu to disttiljute a mess to each of iheguists. Tlii>
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wns (lone in now dislioR oi' l)ircli linik ; and llip ufn.nsi dili-

penco was displiiyed in einplyini; ihoin, .t !)(ing consid* red

pxlremely iin|)ro|)er in a man to leave any jjart of tliat wliicli

is placed before iiini on sneli occasions. Tt is nol inconsistent

with fjood manners, however, bnt rather considered as a piece

of politeness, that a i;iiest \vholi!>d been too libcr-iliy supplied,

slioiild hand the surplus to his neigh!>uur. When the viands

li;ul disa])|)eared, (mcIi fillcHl his calumet and beijan to smoke

with £;reat assiduity, and in (lie course of tin,' eveninsj several

soni^s were sun;; to the responsive sounds of the drum, and

seeseetiuay, their usual accompaniments.

TIk.' Crcedruni is double- headed, but possessini^ very little

depth, it strongly resembles a tand)ourine in shape. Its want

of depth is compensated, however, by its diameter, vdiieli

frcijuently exceeds three feel. It is covered with .noose-

skin parclimcnt, and painted \>ith rude figures of men and

beasts, having various fantastic additions, and is beat with a

slick. The seeseequay !:> merely a rattle, formed by enclos-

ing a few grains of shot in a jiiece of dried hide. These two

instruments are used in all their religions ceremonies, except

those which take place in a sweating-house.

A Cree places great reliance on his drum, and I cannot ad.

duce a stronger instance than that of the poor man who is

mentioned in a preceding page, as having lost his only child

by famine, almost within sight of the fort. Notwithstanding

bis exhausted state, he travelled with an enormous drum tied

to his back.

Many of the Crees make vows to abstain from particular

kinds of food, cither for a s|)eciric lime, or for the remainder

of their life, esteeming such abstinence to be a certain means

of uoiuiringsomesupernatunil powers, orat leastof entailing

upon themselves a succession of good fortune.

One of ihe wives of the Carlton hunter, of whom we have

already spoken as the worshipper of Rej)oocliikawn, made a

determination not to eat of the (hsh of the VVawaskeesh, or

American stag ; but during our abode nt that place, she waa
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iiuliir('<l to fi'cd lioarlily upon it, llirouij^li tlie intentinn;\'l do-

Cfit of her husbanil, wlio told her tliat il was biiU'alu lueut.

Wlieii slif liad finished her meal, lierlitisbund told her of the

trick, and seemed to enjoy (lie terror with wliicii she con-

teniphited Iheeoiispquenees of (he involunlury hreach of her

vow. Vows of this nnture are often made by a Crie before

lie joins a war party, and tliey sometimes, like the eastern

bonzes, walk for a certain number of days on all fours, or im •

i)ose u|«in tlirmselves some (itlur penance, equally ridiculous.

Hysncli means the Cree warrior becomes s^odlike; bulnnless

lie kills an enemy before his return, his newly accpiired

poNMis are estimated lo be productive in future of some

tlireiul conse(iuence to iiimsclf.

As the party did not witness any of the Cree dances them-

selves, it may be remarked, that like; theother North Ameri-

can nations, liiey arc accustomed to practice tliat aunisement

on meeting; with slrani^c tribes, before goina; to war, and on

other solemn occasions.

The luibiinal intoxication of the Cumbeiland House Cree*

has in<luced such a disre^^ard of personal appearance, that

they are sipialid and dirty in tlic extreme; hence a minute

description of their liolbin;; would be by no means inlerestint;;.

The dress of the male consisl> of a blanket thrown over the

shoulders, a leathern shirt or jacket, and a piece of cloth tied

round the middle. The women liave in addition along |ietti-

coat ; Liid both sexes wear a kind of wide hose, which reacb-

inj; from the ankle to the mitldle of tln^ thigh, are suspended

by strings to the girdle. These; hose, or as they are termed,

Indian stockings, are commonly ornamented with beads or

ribands, and from their convenience, liave been universally

adopted by the white residents, as an essential jiart cd' their

.vinter clothing. Their shoes, or rather short boots, for they

tie round the ankh;, are made of soft dressed moose-skins,

and during the winter they wrap several pieces of blanket

round their feet.

They are fond of F<uropeun article!) of dress, cimsidrring
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ilt-iiiii;

tht^iv own (Ivcss as inferior.

—

'Yhc femalos strive lo iniitale

tlie wives of ilie traders, wcariiifj shawls '11101 printed calicoeH

wiieii tlioy can procure them ; but tlicir custom of using fat

lo f+ivasc tlioir hair and faces soon render all these j.yarments

so dirty and filthy, tliat tliey lose very soon their original

appearance, and send forth an effluvia of a most disagreeable

nature.

They form a kind of cradle for their infants, which is ex-

treiiu'ly suitable for the purpose. It is formed of a bag

l)OiMi'd with bog moss, and may be suspended to a tree, or

Iniiig on the parent's back in the most secure and comfortabhi

iiiaiiner.

It may be |)roritablc to the reader (amidst the many ills he

thinks he has to bear) to comj)aie liis own slate, and the

cduiforls he possesses, with those enjoyed by these jmor Indi-

ans. Tlie most distressed state of society in Great Britain,

IS comfort, ease, and security, compared with that nf these

pcopl(\ Wiiile describing the character of these Indians,

the following account of other tribes recited by John Eliot, a

missionary, many years among them, may he added. He says,

their housing is nothing l)ut a few mats tied about poles fas-

toned in the earth ; their clotliiiig is l)ut the skin of a beast,

covering their hind-parts, their fore-parts having but a little

ai>ron where nature calls for seeresy ; their diet has not a

greater ikiiiUy than their nokehiek, that is, a spoonful of

(larclied meal, with a spoonful of water, which will strengthen

iIr'UI to travel a day together; exe(>])twe should mention the

fle.vh of deers, bears, moose, raek^ons, ami the like, which

they have when th(>y can catch them : as also a little fish,

wliieh if th(7 would pii'servi>, it is by drying, not by salt-

ing ; for tliey had not a grain of salt in the world, I think, till

we bestowed it on them. Tlieir physic includes, (excepting a

few odd specifics, which some of them encounter certain cases

with,) nothing hardly, but a hot-house, or a powaw ; their

liot liouse is a little cave, eight feit over ; wliere, after they

Irive t(>rribly heated it, a crew of them go Bit and sweat

"10 ZK
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and smoko for an hour lo<^cthcr, and then inimetliatcly run

into somo very cold adjacent brook, without thcloast inischiel

to them. In this way they recover themselves of some

diseases ; but in most of tlieir dang'erons distempers, powaw

must be sent for ; that is, a priest, who has more familiarity

with Satan tlian his neighbours ; tliis conjurer comes and

roars, and howls, and uses magical ceremonies over the sick

man, and is well paid for it when he has done. If this do

not effeot the cure, " the man's time is come, and there

is an end."

Tliey live in a country full of the best ship-timber under

heaven, but never saw a ship till some came from Europe

hither; and then they were scared out of their wits, to sec

the monster come sailing in, and spitting fire witli a migbtj

noise out of her floating side. They cross the water in

canoes made sometimes of trees which they bum and hew

till they have hollowed them ; and sometimes of oarks,

which they stitch into a light sort of vessel, to be easily

carried over land ; if thoy are over-set, it is but a little j)ad-

ling like a dog, and they arc soon where they were.

Their way of living is infinitely barbarous : the men arc

most abomintably slothful ; making their poor squaws, or

wives, plant and dress and barn and beat their corn, and

build their wigwams for them. In the mean time, tlieii

chief eniplnymont, wlion thoy will condescend uiiln anv,

is tliat (if hunting; wherein they will go out some scores,

if not hundreds of them in a company, driving all before

them.

They continue in a ))lace till they have burnt up all the

wood thereabouts, and tlien ihcy pluck up stal<"s. to follow

the wood which they cannot fetch home untu themselves,

Hence, xvlicn they inquire about the Knylish, " why come
they hither?" they viry learnedly determine tliR case. " it

was hei'ause thoy wanti-d firing."

Tlieiv livislfju of time is by sleeps, and moons, .ind win-

tcre and by lodging abroatl they have somewhat observetl
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the motions of l\w .^t.u.s ; iimoiiy which it has oera snrjni,-

ing to fiiifl, that they have always callea Charles's Wain

by the name of Pauknnnateaw, or the IJear. which is the

name wlicrehy EiuoiKvins also liave ihstinguisheu it. More-

over, they have little if any traditions among theiu worthy

of our notice ; and reading and writing is altotrcthcr un-

known to them, though there is a rock or two in the country

that ha:i iniaceountahle characters eiiicravcd upon it. All

the ruligion they have, amounts unto thus much : they he-

lieve that there are many gods, who made and own tne

several nations of the world ; of which a certain great god

in the south-west regions of heaven, hears the greatest

figure. They believe that every remarkable creature has a

peculiar god within it, or about it: tiierc is with them a

sun-god, a moon-god, and the like ; and they cannot con-

ceive but that the fire might be a kind of god, inasmuch as

a spark of it will soon produce very strange effects. They

believe that when any good or ill happens to them, there is

the favour or the anger of a god expressed in it ; and hence,

as in a time of calamity, they keep a dance, or a day of ex-

travagant ridiculous devotions to their god ; so in a time of

prosi)erity, they likewise have a feast, wherein tiiey also

make presents one unto another. Finally, they believe that

their chief god, KaKtantowit, made a man and woman of

a stone ; which, upon dislike, he broke to piecea, and made

another man and woman of a tree, wiiieh were the fountains

of all mankind ; and, that we all have in tis immortal souls,

which, if we arc godly, shall go to a splendid entertainment

with Kautitntoir'd ; but otherwise, must wander ab(mt in a

ri'stless Iiiuror forever, lint if you say to them any thing

of a resurrection, tliey will reply upon you, " I sliall never

Ix'lieve it."

I'.liot saw the Indians using many parables in their dis-

coiuses; much given to anointing their heads; much de-

ligiited in dancing, esprtially afli-r victories; i'oiiipii(i.i|^

their times by nights and immhiIis ; giving dowrii"^ lor wivcR:
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causiug tliciv womoij to tUvoU by tliomselvos at certiuii

seasons, liir secret causis; and aeciisloininf^ llienisolvos to

grievous mournings unci jcllings for the dead ; all wliicli

were usual thin^-.s among the Israelites. They liave Ilio a

great uukindnesh lor swiue ; hut I supjioso that is because

our hogs devour the clams, which arc a dainty with tiicm.

Eliot also saw some learned men looking for the lost Israd-

ites among the Indians in America, and counting that thcv

liad good reasons for so doing. And a few small arguments

or indeed hut coujeelures, meeting with a Jiivourahle (lis|K)-

sltion in the hearer, will carry some conviction with them.

He saw likewise the judgments threatened unto the Israel-

ites of old, strangely fulfilled upon the Indians; ])artieular]y

that, " Ye shall eat the llesh of yoiu' sons," which is done

with exquisite cruelties upon the prisoners that they take

from one anotiier in their battles.

The first step which Kliot judged necessary to be taken

V>y liim, was to learn the Indian language, for he saw them

s«» stupid and senseless, tliat they would never so nnich as in-

quire alter the religion of the strangers who came into their

country, much less would they so far imitate them as to leave

off their way of living, that llicy miirht he partakers of and

sj)iriluid aiivimtage, unless he could lirst address them in a

language of their own. He hired a native to teach him, and

with a laborious care and skill, reduced it into a grammar,

which afterwards he |)ulilislieil. If their alpliahel be short,

the words conijiosed •>( it are long enough to tire the pa-

tience of any scholar in the world. One would think they

had been growing ever .since IJabel, unto the dimensions to

which they are now cxtcnd( il. I'or instance, Niiiiimntrhc-

fcodlantainooon'/aniniiioixiah, signifies no more in Ihiglish

than our lusts ; and to translate our loves, it must be

nothing shorter than Nonwoinnntamviooimkanunonnanh. We
find in all this languaj^e there is not tlie least aflinity to,

or ilenviilion from any !.uro[iean speech tliat wc are ac-

cjiiaintcd with. This tedious l.inguage. Eliot q\iickly 1m?-



TO THE I'OLAK SKA 311

.crre a master of; lie emplojcd a witty Indian, who also

spoke English well, tor his assistance in it; and compiling

sonic discourses by his help, he would .single out a word, a

noun, a verb, and pursue it through all its \ariations. Hav-
iii,!^ finished his grammar, at the close he writes, " Prayers

and pains, through faith in Jesus Christ, will do any

tiling !" and being by his prayers and juins thus furnished,

he set himself to preach the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

among these desolate outcasts.

Tlie North-west Company was formed originally by the

inorchants of Montreal, who wisely considered that the fur

tifule might bo carried on to those distant parts of the con-

tinent, inhabited solely by Indians, with more security and

Cfreater profit, if they joined togetlier in a body, than if they

ciintimicd to trade separately. The stock of the comi)any

wiis divided into forty shares ; and as the number of mer-

chants in the town at that time was not very great, this ar-

rangement aflforded an opportunity to every one of them to

join in the company if they thought proper.

The company principally carries on its trade by moans of

tiic Utawas or Grand River, that fulls into the St. Law-
rence about thirty miles above Montreal, and which forms

liy its confluence with that river, " I,e Lac de Deux Mon-

tagues et le Lac .St. I,ouis," the Lake of the Two Moun-

tains and the Lake of St. Louis, wherein are several largo

islands. To convey the furs down tiiis river, they make use

of canoes, formed of the bavk cf the birch tree, some of

which arc upon such a large scale that they are capable

IS, but thev seldom Mit so much innug 1'

til :dh tl111, especially on tins riv(>r, it being m mant be 'y piac'i\s

sliallow, rapid, and fr.ll of rocks, and contains no less than

tliirly-two jiortngcs.

Tliese canoes are navigated by the French Canadians,

who arc partitulavly fond of the employment, preferring it

in general to that of cultivating the ground. A fleet of

•hrni sets o(T from Montreal about the montii of May, laden
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with provisiona, consisting chiefly of biscuit and salt pofitc

sufficient to last the crews till their return, and also witli

the articles given in barter to the Indians. At some of the

ehallow places in the river, it is sufficient if the men merely

get out of the canoes, and push them on into the deep

water ; hut at others, where there are dangerous rapids and

sharp rocks, it is necessary for the men to unlade the ca-

noes, and carry holh them and the cargoes on their shoulders

till they come again to a safe part of the river. At night

tiii'V drag the canoes upon shore, light a fire, cook their

provisions for the following day, and sleep upon the ground

wrapped iip in their blankets. If it liappons to rain very

hard, thoy sometimes shelter themselves with boughs of

trees, hut in general they remain under the canopy of hea-

ven, without any covering but their blankets : they copy ex-

actly the Indian mode of life on these occasions, and many

of thom even wear the Indian dresses, which they find more

convenient than their own.

Having ascended the Utawas River for about two hun-

dred and eighty miles, ^Ahich it takes them about eighteen

days to perfonn, they then cross by a portage into Lake

Nispissing, and from this lake by another portage they get'

upon French River, that fiiUs into Lake Huron on the

north-east side ; then coasting along this last lake, they

pass through the Straits of St. Mary, where there is another

portage into Lake Superior ; and coasting afterwards along

the shores of Lake Superior, they come to the Grand Por-

tage on the north-west side of it ; from hence, by a chain of

small lakes and rivers, they proceed on to the Rainy Lake,

to the Lake of the Woods, and for hundreds of miles beyond

it. through Lake Winnipeg, &e.

Tiie canoes, however, which go so far up the country,

never retuni the same year ; those intended to bring back

cargoes immediately, stop at the Grand Portage, wJioro the

furs are collected ready for them by the agents of the com-

pany. Tli(! furs are made up in piu-ks of a certain weight,
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(inil a pavtiiMiliir munbcr is jmt into each canon. My know-

int^ thus tlie oxiict \vois;;ht of every jiack, tliere can he no

embezzlement ; and at tlie |X)itages there is no lime wasted

in allotting' to each man his load, every one heinj^ obliged to

carry so many j)acks.

At the Grand Portaije. and along that immense chain of

lakes and rivers, which extend beyond Lake Superior, the

company has rea^wlar posts, where tiic agents reside ; and

with such astonisliing enterprize and industry have the affaii'S

of" tliis company lioen carried on, that trading posts are csta-

blislied within five hundred miles of the Pacilic Ocean,

In tlie lirst attempt which Mr. M'Kenzie made to pene-

trate to the ocean, he set out early in the spring from the re-

motest of the posts belonging to the company. He took

with him a single canoe, and a party of chosen men ; and

after passing over prodigious tracts of land, never before

traversed by any white person, at last came to a large river.

Here the canoe, which was carried by the men on their

shoulders, was launched, and having all embarked, they

proceeded down the stream. From the course this river

took for a very great distance, Mr. M'Kenzie was led to

imagine that it was one of those rivers he was in quest of;

namely, one which emptied itself into the Pacific Ocean

;

but at the end of several weeks, during which they had

worked their way downward with p^w.xt eaijerncss, he was

convinced, from the gradual inclination of tlie river towards

another quarter, that he must have been mistaken ; and that

it was oni> of those immense rivers, so numerous on the con-

tinent of North America, that ran into BafBn's IJay, or the

Aivlic Ocean.

The i)aity was now in a very critical situation; the sea-

son was far advanced, and the length of way wliicli they

hr.d to return was prodigious. If they attemi>ted to go back,

and were overtaken by winter, they must in all probability

l)erish for want of provisions in an uninhabited countiy ; if,

on the contaiTy, they made up their minds to spend th«* winter
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where tliov wort', tln'v Ik'iI ii> liirn! to lose in l)iiil(lmi»

hum. anil iroing out to limit and iisli, liiat they might havo

sufficient ston>s to snpi)oit tlieni throni;]! tluit dreary season.

Mr. M'Kenzic repri'sonted the matter, in the most open

terms. 10 his men, and li^ft it to themselves to determine tho

part they would talie. The men wer.' for g'oin"; back at all

hazards; and the result was, that they reached their friends

in safety. The diflicidtics they had to contend with, and

the exertions they made in returninjr, wore almost surpass-

inji belief.

Tn the second exi)edition entered upon by Mr. TNrKenzie,

and Inch succeeded to his wishes, he set out in the same

macner, well provided with several ditfertrnt l!iiii,u:s, whicii

he found the want of in the last expedition. lie was ex-

trcmely well furnished this time with astronomical instru-

ments, and in ])articular with a good time-piece, that he

procuied from London. lie took a course somewhat diirereiit

from me first, and passed through many nations of Indians

who had never before seen the face of a white man, jvmong<!t

some of whom he was for a time in imminent danger; but

he founa means at last to conciliate their good will. IVom

some of these Indians he learned, that there was a ridge of

mountains at a little distance, beyond which the rivers all

ran in a western direction. Having engaged some of them

therefore for guides, he proceeded according to their direc-

tions until he cairte to the mountaiHS, and after ascending

them with prodigious labour, fotmd, to bis great satisfaction,

that the account the Indians had given was true, and that

the rivers on the ojiposite side did indeed all run to the

west. He followed the course of (nie of them, and finally

came to the I-'acific Ocean, not far from Nootka Sound.

Here he was given to understand by the natives, and their

account was confirmed by the siglit of some little articles

they had amongst them, that an Knglish vessel had quitted

the coast only six weeks before. This was a great mortifi-

cation to Mr. M'K«nzic, for bad there been a s'.iip on the
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coast, lie would most ;il,iilly Inivc cmliaikiMl in it latlicr tliaii

(lu'oiiiitor tlic; same (lillicullies, and be exposed to the same

perils, which he had experienced in getting there ; however

llicie was no allernative ; he set out after a short tiiiK? oi\

his journey back again, and liaving found his canoe ([uile

safe under some bushes, near the liead of the river, whcro

lie had hid it, to^^ethcr with some provisions, lest on going

down to the coast the natives might have proved unfriendl),

and have cut off bis retreat by seizing upon it, ho finallv

arrived at one of the trading posts in security.

Many other individuals belonging to the North-west

f 'oiiipany, before Mr. M'Keiizie set out, penetrated far into

the country in different directions, and much beyond what

any person had done before tliein, in order to establish posts.

In some of these excursions they fell in with the agents of

the Hudson's liay Company, who were also extending their

jiosts from another quarter: this unexpected meeting be-

tween the two companies, at one time gave rise to some very

unpleasant altercations, and the Hudson's Bay Company

llireivtened the other with an immediate prosecution for an

infringeincnt of its charter.

Hy its charter, it seems, the Hudson's Bay Company was

.lUowed the exclusive privilege of trading to the Bay, and

along all the rivers and waters connected with it. Tiiis

eliarter, however was granted at a time when the northern

parts of the continent were much less known than they are

now, for to have the exclusive trade along all the waters

connected with Hudson's Bay was, literally speaking, to have

the exclusive trade of the greater pari of the continent of

North America. Hudson's Bay, by a variety of rivers and

lakes, is closely connected with Lake Superior, and from

tlial chain of lakes of which Lake Superior is one, there is

a water communication hroughout uU Canada, and a very

great part of tlie United Stales; powever, when the agents

of the North-west (/onipany were fixing trading posts upon

some rivers which ran iininediately into Hudson's Bay, it

d 13 Y Y
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undoubtedly appealed to l)(' an infiini^t'inent of ihe tliartir,

and so iiK.cd it mns. strictly 1'ave Ixen, liad not the Hud-

son's Bay Company itself iiifriiifj^ed its own (•liarter iu the

Hist instance, or at least neglected to comply witii all the

sti])u1ations contained therein. A clause seems to have

lieen in the charter, which, at the same time that it tenanted

to ilie eonijiaiiy the exclusive privilege of trading to llud-

son's Bay, and along all the waters connected with it, hound

it lo erect a new post twelve miles farther to the westward

every year, otherwise the charter was to become void. Tiiis

had not been done ; the North-west (\)inpany thenilore

rested perfectly easy about the menaces of a prosecution,

salisfifd that the other company did not. in fact legally pos-

sess those privileges to %vliieh it laid claim

Tiie Iliulson's 15ay Company, ihoiigli it tlireaten(>d,

never indeed attempted to jmt its threats into execution,

well knowing the; weakness of its cause, but ctintiiiued,

nevertheless, to watch the motions of its rival with a most

jealous eye; and as in extending their resjnctive trades,

the posts of the two companies were ajiproxiinat ig nearer

and nearer to each other evej-y year, there was great reason

to imagine that thi ir dtirerences, instead of alniliiig, would

iiecome still greater than they were, and iiiially, p(Mliaps,

lead to consequences of the most serious nalure. A cireiiiu-

stance, however unexpectedly look jilace, at a linie when

the greatest enmity subsisted between the parties, which

happily reconciled diein to each oilier, and terminated all

their disputes.

A very powerful natii'ii of Indians, called the Assiniboins,

wiio inhabit an extended tract of cunntry to the south-we^l

of Lake Winnipeg, eniiceivin" that the Hudvn's Hay Com-
pany had encroached unreasonably n|(oii their territories,

and had otherwise maltreated a part of their tribe, formed

a resolution of instantly destroying a post establislied by

that company in their nei{»hboiirhi>ad. A large body of them

6(X>n colh'cteil tngeihei, and breatliing the fieicsi uie>;
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(if revpiipc, innnlu'd mipiMccivcd and uiisiisiHrlcd \>y i\ic.

parly as^iiinst wlioni their expedition wus planned, till within

a short distanee from their post. Here they halted accordinc,'

to oiistoin, waiting <»,i!y for a favourahle moment to jioimce

upon their prey. &onie of the ajjjent.s of the North-west

(^ompany, ho\vev( i, who were wealtend ahont tliis part of

the country, fortunately got intellipfenee of their design.

They knew tlic weakness of the place ahoul to he attacked,

luid forgetting the rivalshi|> suhsisling hetween them, ami

lliinking only how to save their countrymen, tiiey immedi-

ately dispatched a mcsseng.^r t.<) give the party notice of

the assault meditated ; they at lire same lime ^ciit anotlii i

messenger to one of tiieir own |K>sts, desiring lliat instant

-iiceoiir might 1)1^ sent to lh.it l<ilonging to llie lluilson's IJay

' oinpany, whieh the IikIi.iiis were aliout to plunder. The

ilitaehmeni arrived hel'ore tin- attack coimuenced, and th»«

Indians were repidsed ; hut had it not hnii for the timely

,(s«iisianie their \\\,\\h had allorded, the Hudson's ilay people

uiMv I'ldly (vrsuaded thai they nuisl have fallen victims to

the fury ol the Indi; ns.

This signal piee(> if service; was not undervalued (U for-

gotten liy those who had iteen saved; and as the North-west

Company was so much stronger, and on so unich hettcr

terms with the Indians in this part of the country than

Its rivals, it now evidently appeared to he tlu' interest of tin;

latter M have their posts cstahlished as near its own as pos-

sihle. 'J'iiis is accordingly done for their mutual safety, and

till' two eomp.iuies are now on the most friendly terms, and

eontinue to carry on their trade close to each other.

Alioiit two thousand men are employed liy the North-west

Tmnpanv in their posts in the iijiper conutry. Those who

re stationed at the remote trading j'os'.s lead a verj savage

ife, lull litile hettcr indeed than that of Indians: some of

liiein remain far up in tiie country for four or live years

together I'lie head clerk or principal agent generally

marries an ln<liaii girl, the daughter of some eminent chif^f.
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by which he gains in a peculiar manner the affections of the

whole tribe, a matter of j^reat importiince. Those marriages,

as may be supposed, are not considered as very binding by

the husband ; but that is nothing: in the opinion of an Indian

chief, wlio readily influences his sister or daughter to the

match.

Hesides the fins and pelts conveyed down to Montreal

from the north-w(-stern parts of the continent, by means of

the Uuiwas River, there are lar^^er ijuantities also broupht

there across the lakes, and down the llivcr St. Lawrence.

'I'liesc are collected at the various towns and yiosts along the

Lakes Huron, Eric, and Ontario, where tie '"^ is open to

all |iarties, the several ]>oRts being protecud by regular

troops, at the expense of the government. Added likewise

to what are thus cfdlected by the agents of the company, and

of private merchants, there arc consideral)le rpuuitities

brought down to Montreal for sale by traders, on their own

account. Some of these traders come fniin parts as remote

ns the Illinois Country, bordering on tli<' Mississij)pi. They

ascend the Mississipjii as far as Onisconsing River, and from

that by a portage of tlirec; miles get upon l*'ox River, which

falls into T/ake Michigan. In the fall of the year these two

livers overflow, and it is tiuMi sometimes praclieal)le to pass

in a light canoe from one river to the other, without any

portage whatsoever. From Lake Michigan they get upon

Lake Huron, aflerwanls upon Lake Krie, anil so on to the

St. liawrence. JJefon; tht; ni<intli of Seplember is over, tiic

furs are all Inought down to Monlieal; as they arrive ihey

arc immediately shipped, and the vessels dispalehed in ( )e-

loher, beyond which mnnih it would be dangerous for iliem

to remain in (he river on account of the sett-ng in of winter.

I'ht! Indians generally go in large parties to iiuiit bears,

and on coining to the place wliere they suppose tiiese animals

are lurking, they form themselves into a lari^e circle, and as

they advance endeavour to rouse them. |)i>gs nl' a large

i>ize aie ehnscii for b( ai hunting; those iiin.si g(>ncrally pie-
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firivd Hccm to 1)0 of a lnood hcUveon llio blood-liouiui aiid tlio

iiiiistiff; they will follow tho scent of the hear, as indeed

most field doji^s wdl, l)Ut their chief iifle is to keep tho ])ear

at bay when wounded, or to follow hitn if he attempt to mako

off whilst the hunter is reloadinj^ his gun. Bears will never

attempt to attack a man or a doL': while they can make their

esci'i)e, hut once woinided, or closely hemrrK^I in, they will

rif,dit most furiously, llie young ones, at sight of a dog,

generally take to a tree ; but the old ones, ns if conscious of

tht'ir ability to fight a dog, and at tho same time that they

cannot fail of becoming the prey of the hunter if they ascend

a tree, never do so, unh'ss indeed they see a luuiter coming

towards them on horseback, a sight v.'h'ch terrifies them

greatly. " It is seldom that the white lumters »nv.jter togctlier

in suflicicmt numbers to pursue their game as the In<lians,

says a writer who accomi)anied a hunting party, but when-

ever they have men enough to divide themselves so, they

always do it. We proceeded in this manner at Point Abineau,

where three or four men are ani|)ly sulliciont to hem in a

bear between the water and tlu; main land. The point was

a very favourable place for hunting this year, for the bears,

intent up(m emigrating to the south, used, on coming down

from the upper country, to advance to tin; extreme end of

the point, as if desirous of gelling na near as possible by land

to the opposite side of the lake, and scarcely a morning cam.'

but what one or two of them were fovuul upon it. An ex-

perienced hunter can at nnco discern the track of a bear,

(leer, or any other large animal, in the woods, and can tell

with no small degree of precision how long a tinu' bcl'ore it

was that the animal jiassed that way. On coming to a long

valh'y, between two of the sand hills on tiie point, a place

through which the bears generally passed in going towards

the water, the hunters wliom T acconii)anied at once told

liow many bears had cot\io down from the upper country the

preceding night, and also bow many of them were cubs. To

liic eye of a common observer the Hack of these animals
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innongsl Ihe loaves is wholly impeiccptihlc; indeed, in rnhnj

instances, crcn after the hunters had |)ointed them out to

mc, I could barely j)erceivc the i)rints of their feet on the

closest inspection
;
yet the hunters, on coming up to the

place, saw these marks with a glance of the eye.

After killing a hoar, the first care of the hunters is to strip

liiiTi of his skin. This business is performed by them in a

very few minutes, as they always eariy knives about them

partieulady suited for the purpose ; afterwards the carcase is

cut u]>, an operation in which the tomahawk, an inslnunent

that they mostly carry with them also, is particularly useful.

The choicest parts of the animal are then selected and carried

home, and the rest left in the woods. These Indians hold

the paws of the bear in great estimation ; stewed with young

pupi)ies, they are served up at all their principtd feasts. On
killing the animal, the paws are gashed with a knife, and

afterwards Inmg over a fne, amidst the smoke, to dry. I'h';

skills of the bears arc applied to numberless uses, in the

country, by the farmers, who set no srnrdl value upon them.

I'liey are commonly cured by being sjiread njjon a wall or

between two trees, before the sun, and in that i)ositiou

scraped with a knife, or piece of iron, daily, which brings

out the grease or oil, a very consiflerablo quantity of which

oo/.es from them. Racoon and deer skins. &c. are cured in

a similar manner. The Indians have a method of dressing

these different skins with the hair on, and of rerdcring them

at the same time as ])liable as a piece of cloth; this is prin-

cii>any eli'ecled by rubbing the skins with tiic hand, in the

8moke of a wood iirc.

Lake Erie is of an elliptical form ; in length about three

hundred miles, and in breadth, at the widest jniri about

ninety. The d?>|)lli of water in tliis like is not more than

twenty fathoms, and in caiuj weather ves.sels may sfc<'urely

ride at anchor in any i)art of it ; hut when stormy, the an-

chorage isi iin open p:irt of th<? laki is not safe, the sands nt

bottom not being firm, iiud the ..m> inis .Tuf ilerefons to !n>.o
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tlifir Iiold. Wlii'iH'vtn' llicic is a ^,\]i'. of wiiul tlio wati'is

iiiniwdialtly hecniiie luibid, owing to the quiuility of )( How

Miiul tliat is washed up from tlic bottom of the lake ; in calm

weather tht; water is clear, and of a deep greenish coloui.

The iiordiern shore of the lake is very rocky, as likewisi;

arc the shores of the islands, of which tiiere are ^veral clus-

ters towards the western extremity of the lake ; hut along

most ]>arts of the southern shore is a fine gravelly heach.

The height of the land bordering on the lake is very uneijual

;

in some places long ranges of stec]) mountains rise from the

very edge of the water ; in others the shores are so Hat and

so low, that whim the lake is raisetl a little above its usual

level, in conseciuence of a strong gale of wind setting iu

towards the shore, the country is deluged for miles."

A young gentleman, who was sent in a bateau with dis-

patches across the lake, not long previous to the witing this

aecoinit, perished, with several of bis party, owing to an

inundation of this sort that took place on alow part of tlie

sliore. It must here be ohserve.l, that when you navigate

the lake in a bateau, it is customary to kiiej) as close as jios-

sible to the land; and when there is any danger of a storm,

vnu run the vessel on shore, which may be done with safety,

as the bottom of it is perfectly flat. The young gentleman

alluded to was coasting along, when a violent storm suddenly

arose. The bateau was instantaneously turned towards the

sliore; unfortunately, however, in ninning her upon the

heach some mismanagement took place, and she oveiset.

The waves had already begiui to break in upon the shore with

prodigious impetuosity ; (^ach one of them rolled farther iu

than the preceding one ; the party took alarm, and instea<l d
making as strenuous exertions as it was supposed they might

have made, to right the bateau, they took a few necessaries

out of her, and attempted to save themselves by flight ; but >(»

rapidly did the water flow after ihem, in consequence of the

nicreasnig storm, that before they could proceed i'ar enough

up the country to gain a place of safely, tlicy were all over-
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wluMinoil by it, two alone oxropieil, wlio liiul llie presence of

iiiiiul iviid ability to diinb a lofty tree. To ibo very f,'ieat

invj,nilavily of the lieij^Iit of the lands on both sides of it, is

attributed the frequency of storms on Luke Erie. The shores

of Ijake Ontario are lowei and nioro uniform than those of

any of (lie other lakes ; and that lake is the most tranquil of

any, as lias alreiidy been noticed.

Tiiere is a great deficiency of good harbours along the

sli()r(>s i)( tliis Lake. On its norlhern side there arc but two

lilaecs wliicli all'ord shelter to vessels drawing more than seven

feet water, namely Long Point and Point Abineaii; and these

only afford a partial s'.ielter. If the wind should shift to the

southward whilst vessels happen to be lying under them, they

arc thereby exposed to all the dangers of a rocky lee shore.

Oil the southern shore, the first harbour you roine to in going

from l'\»rt Erie, is that of I'resqu' Isle. Vessels drawing eight

feet water may there ride in perfect safety ; but it is a matter

of no small dilTiculty to get into the liaibour, owing to a long

sand bar which extends across the mouth of it. Prcsqu' I^le

is situated at the distance of about sixty miles from Fort Erie.

]5eyond this, nearly midway between the eastern and western

extremities of the lake, there is another harbour, capable of

containing small vessels, at the mouth of (^ayahega River,

and another at the nmuth of vSandusky River, which falls

into the lake within the north and western territory of the

.States. It is very seldom that any of these harbours are

made use of by the British siiips ; tlicy, indeed, trade almost

solely between Fort Erie and Detroit River : and ivlicii in

prosecuting their voyages they chance to meet with contrary

winds, against which they cannot make head, they for the

most part r<turn to Fort Erie, it' l)oun<l t(» Detroit River

;

or to some of the bays amidst the clusters of islands situated

towards the western territory ol the lake. It very often iiap-

pens that vesssels, even after they have got close under these

islands, the nearest of which is not less than two hundred

anil fiPity miles from I'ort Erie, are dri\eii back by storn\s

nil
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thf^ whole wny to tliat fovt, niiil it is not witliont vi^vy Lrirul

(liiru'iiliy tliiit tlii'v (Mil ki'c]) tiii'ir station. It is seldom tlim

vessels 1)01111(1 from I'ort l''rie to any jilaco on Detroit liiv(M-,

aet'oiiiplisli tluMr vuyacje witlioiit Mo|H)iii[f anioncjst these

islands; for lii(! sanii! wind favoiiialile ("or carryinn' them

r-oin the ciisto.n to the west(^ni extremity of the lake will

not waft tlioni ii|> iho river. The river runs m^iily in a souili-

wcst (lireclioii ; ils cnrrenl is very slioupr; and nnless ijie

wind blows fresh, and nearly in the ojiposite din^ctioii to it,

villi cannot jivoeeod. The naviiiation of J.ako I'liic in ^eiu^al

i> \ cry niiccrlain ; and passon^^ers that cross it in any of the

Kind's or principal merchant vessels, are not only called njion

lo jiay donblo the sum for their passa^'i;, demanded for tliaf

across Lake Ontario, but anchorage money besidi^s, that is, a

certain sum jier diem as loiiy as the vessi-l remains wind

liiiund in anchor at any hiiibour. The anciiora;.;(> luoiii-y is

about three (lollar.'j j>or day for each cabin jiassenLCer.

The islands at the western end of the lake, wliich an' of

various sizes, lie very close to each other, and the scenery

amongst them is very jileasiiig. I'Ih' largest of them arc not

more than fourteen miles in circumference, and many would

scarcely be found to admeasure as many yards round. They

arc all covered with wood of some kind or other, even to the

very smallest. The larger islands produce a variety of fine

timber, amongst which are fomul oaks, hiccory trees, and red

cedars ; the latter grow to a much larger size than in any

part of the neighbouring country, and they are sent for even

from the British settlements on Detroit River, forty miles

distant. None of these islands are much elevated above this

lake, nor ard tlu^y diversified with any rising grounds ; most

of them, indeed, are as flat as if they had been overflowed

with water, and in the interior parts of some of the largest

of them there are extensive ponds and marshes. The fine

timber which lbcs(; iNlaiids produc(^ indicates that the soil

must be uncommonly fertile. Here are found in great num-

c 16 %7
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IiiMS, iiinmigst llic woods, racoons and s(jnirrols; hoars are

:»lso at times fiun.l ui)on soinr oi" tin' islands durinjj^ tin?

winter season, when llio lake is frozen hetwcen tlic main

laud and the ishinds ; hut they do not remain continually, as

the other animals do. All the islands are dreadfully infested

witii serpents, and on some of them rattlesnakes are so nu-

merous, that in the lieif^ht of summer it is really dangerous

to land.

riii>rc are two kinds of rattlesnakes found in this part of

the country,—one of these rattlesnakes is of n deep hrown

colour, clouded with yellow, and is seldom met with more

tlian thirty indies in length. It usually frccpients marshes

and low meadows, where it does great mischief amongst

cattle, which it hites mostly in the lips as they arc grazing

The other sort is of a greenish yellow colour, clouded with

livown, and attains nearly twice the size of tlie other. It is

must eouimonly found hetwcen three and four feet in length,

and as tiiick as the wrist of a large man. Tho rattlesnake is

mncli thicker in proportion to its length tlian any other

snake, and it is tliickest in tlie middle of the hody, which ap-

jiroaches somewhat to a triangular form, the belly being flat,

and the hack hone rising higlier than any other part of the

animal. Tlie rattle with which tliis serpent is provided, is

at tlie eixl of the tail ; it is usually about half an inch in

iH'cadth, one quarter of an inch in thickness, and each joint

ahiiut half an inch long. The joint consists of a number of

little cases of a dry horny substance, inclosed (me within

anoliier, and not only the outermost of these little cases ar-

ticulates with the outermost case of the contiguous joint, but

each ease, even to the smallest one of all, at the inside, is

connected by a sort of joint with the corresponding case in

tlie next joint of the rattle. The little cases or shells lie

vi'iy loosely within one another, and the noise proceeds from

their dry and hard coats striking one against the other. It

is said tliat the animal gains a *'resh joint in its rattle every
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year ; tliis, liovvover, is <Ioul)t('(l, for ilic la^^csl siiiikcs arc

(VL'(jiU'iUly Iniiiid to liiivo tilt! lewi^l joinl.s to tin if iiittics.

A inodiciil pMilk-niau in tiio iiei^lihomlinod of Xcwininkot,

lu'liiiid the Ujiic Mountains in Virginia, liad a lattlo in Jiis

possession, wliicli contained no less lluui liiiity-tMo joints
;

yet the snake Iroiii which it was taken scarcely admeasured

/iM> feet; rattlesnakes, however, of the same kind, and in

the same ]>art of tlie country. I'a\e been I'ouiid of a j^reaier

Irn^ll". willi not uior(} tlian ti;ii rattles. One of these snalus,

killed on JJass Island, in Lake lirie, had no more than foni

joints in lis rattle, ami yet was neaily foiu' fi-et \ou<r.

The skin of the ratth'siiake, when the animal is wounded,

or otherwise cnrat,'e<l, e\hil)its a \aiiety of lieauiiful tini,'.,

never seen at any other time. It is n "t with tin teeth whieli

the rattlesnake uses for ordinaty jiiuposes that it strikes iti

enemy, hut with two loni,'' (rooked fangs in the upi^r jaw,

which j)oint down the throat. W hen ahoui to use these

fanf,'s, it rears itself up as nnich as possihle, thiows hack its

head, drops its under jaw, and simn^nng lorwanl upon its

tail, endeavours to hook itself as it were ujimi its enemy

In order to raise itself on its tail, it coils itself uj) pre\ iously

in a spiral line, with the head in the middle. It cainiot sprinjj

farther forward than about half its own length.

The ilesh of the rattlesiiake is as white as the most delicate

fish, and is much esteemed by those who are not prevented

from tasting it by jjiijudiec. The soup made Irom it is said

to be delicious, aud very nourishing.

The cxuviiE of these snakes, is in the opinion of the

country jieople of Upper Canada, very cllicacious in the cure

of thi! rheinnalism, wdien laid over the part afllictcd, and

fastened down willi a bandage, llie body of the rattlesnake

ihied to a cinder over the lire, and then finely i)ulveriseil,

and infused in a certain portion of brandy, is also said to be

a never failing remedy against that disorder. The liquor is

taken inwardly, in the quantity of a wine glass full at once,
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about thipo liincs a day. N'o (.-ITci'l, luoro tlian from takiiir;

jdaiii biiuidy, is porceivcd from takiiij;' this mediciuo on tlu;

fust diiv, but iit tlie cud of the second day the body of the

|)Rtient becomes suffused with a cold sweat, every one of bis

joints j;ro\v ])ainful,and iiis limbs become feeble, and searr'ly

able to suj)i)ort him ; he grows worse and worse for a day or

two; but persevcrintf in the use of the medicine for a few

days, he i,nadually loses his pains, and recovers his wonted

Ftrcngtli of body.

INIany ditlerent kinds of serpents beside?, rattlesnakes are

fnund on these islands in Lake Erie. Mr. Carver tells of a

scrjient that is peculiar to these islands, called the hissing

snake :
" It is," says he, " of the small speckled kind, and

about eighteen inches long. When any thing approaches it,

it flattens itself in a moment, and its sjiots, which are of

various dyes, become visil)ly brighter through rage; at tlie

same time it blows from its mouth with great force a. subtile

wind tliat is reported to be of a nauseous smell, and if drawn

i.i with tlie bri-ath of the unwary traveller, will infallibly

bring on a decline, that in a few months must prove mortal,

there being no remedy yet discovered which can counteract

its baneful inlluence." W(ue a traveller to believe all the

storus rospceting snakes that are current in tlie country, he

must believe that there is such a snake as the whip snake,

which, it is said, pursues cattle through the woods and mea-

dows, lashing tiiem with its tail, till overcome with tlu^

fatigue of running they drop breathless to the ground, when

it preys \i|ion their flesh ; he must also believe thiit there is

such a snake as the hoo]) snake, which has the power of fix-

ing its tail firmly in a certain cavity inside of its moiith, and

of rolling itself forward like a hoo]) or wheel, with such won-

derful velocity that neitlier man nor beast can possibly eseajic

fro.li its dcvournig jaws,

J'lie jionds and marshes in the interior parts of these

laiands aboiuid wiili dueks and otiior wild fowl, and the shores
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tlicse

shores

swaini Willi gulls. A few sinall hinls are l'umu\ in the woods

;

iioiie tiinoiigst thtMii iiic nnuiikahlc cither lor their song or

jihiiiuit;e.

On the cast side oi'DelKjii River is the town of Miilden,

wheie there are extensive ranj^fcs of slore-honsi's, fur the rc-

cp|)lion of presents yearly made hy the British government

to the Indians in this part of the country, in wliieh several

clerks are kojit constantly employed. The following account

is given hy one engaged on the occasion. A nnndjer of

chiefs of different trihes assembled at the place appointed hy

the head of the department in this quarter, and gave each

a bundle of little bits of cedar wood, about the thickness of

a small pocket book pencil, to nmind liim of the exact num.

her of individuals in each tribe that expected to share the

beunty of their great Father. The sticks in these bundles

were of different lengths, the longest denoted the number of

warriors in the tribe, the next in size the number of women,

and the smallest the number of cliildreu. On receiving them

lie handed them over to his clerks, who made a memorandum

ill their books of the contents of each bundle, and of the

persons that gave them, in order to prepare the jiresents ac-

cordingly. The day fixed upon for the delivery of the pre-

sents was bright and fair, and being in every respect favour-

able for the purpose, the clerks began to make the necessary

anangcmcnls accordingly.

A number of large stakes were first fixed down in different

])arts of the lawn, to each of which was attached a label, with

lJi'> name of the tribe, and tJie number of persons in it who

were to be provided for; iheii were brouglit out from the

stores several bales of thick blankets, of blue, scarlet, and

brown cloth, and of coarse figured cottons, together with

large rolls of tobacco, guns, flints, powder, balls, shot, case-

knives, ivory and horn cond)s, looking-glasses, pipe-toma-

hawks, lialcliets, seissais, luu dies, \e;iiiiilioit in bags, copper

and iron ]iots and kcltles, the whole valued at about oUU/.
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stcrliiiu'. IIii^" bales of goods being opened, the bluitkcts,

clolhs, and cottons, were cut into small pieces, eacli snflicit'iit

to make lor one person a wrapper, shirt, a pair of loggings,

or wnatcver else it was intended for; and the portions of tiio

difierent articles intended for each tribe were thrown together

in a heap, at the bottom of the stake which bore its name.

This business took up several lioiirs, as there were no less

than four hundred and twenty Indians to be served. No

li(pior, nor any silver ornaments, except to favourite chiefs

in private, are ever given on the part of government to the

Indians, notwithstanding they are so fond of hotli ; and a

trader who attempts to give these articles to them in ex-

change for the presents they have received from government,

or, indeed, who takes from them on any conditions, their

presents, is liable to a very heavy penalty for every such act,

by the laws of the province.

The presents having been all prepared, tlie chiefs were

ordered to assemble tluir warriors, who were loitering about

the grounds at the outside of the lawn. In a few minutes

they all came, and having been drawn up in a large circle,

a speech was made on tlie occasion, without which ceremony

no business, according to Indian custom, is ever transacted.

In this they are told, " that their great and good Father, who

lived on the opposite side of the big lake (meaning therel)y

the king) was ever attentive to the happiness of all his faith-

ful people ; and that, with his accustomed bounty, he had

sent the guns, the hatchets, and the anununition for the yoi.ng

nuMi, anil the clothing for tlie aged, women, and children

;

that he lioperl the young men would have no occasion to

em]d()y their weapons in fighting against enemies, but merely

in hunting ; and tliat he rcconunended it tu them to be at-

tentive to the old, and to share bountifully with them what

they gained by the chase ; that be trusted the great spirit

would give them brigiit suns and clear skies, and a favourable

season for hunting ; and that >.hcn another year should pass

the
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over, if he eonliimed to find them good children, lie would

not fail to renew liis bounties, by sendint; them more presents

from across the big lake.

This speech was delivered an English, but interpreters at>

tended, who repeated it to the difTerent tribes in their re-

gpcctivc languages, paragraph by paragraph, at the end of

every one of which the Indians signilied their satisfaction by

a loud coarse exelauiatioii of " Iloali ! lloali!" The speech

ended, the chiefs were called forward, and their several

heaps were shewn to them, and committed to their care.

Tliey received them with thanks, and beckoning to their

warriors, a number of young men quickly started from the

crowd, and in less ban three minutes the presents were con-

veye 1 from the lawn, and laden on board the canoes in wait-

ing to convey them away. The utmost regularity and pro-

priety was manifested on this occasion in the behaviour of

<n ery Indian ; there was not the smallest wrangling amongst

tJKMn about their presents; nor was the least spnk of jea-

lousy obscrvalde in any one tnbe about what the oilier had

received ; each one took up the heap allotted to it, and de-

piuted without speaking a word.

The presents delivered to the Indians, together with tlic

salaries of the officers in the Indian dcpartnieut, au> eoin-

puted to cost the crown about 100,000/. sterling, on jm nv, r-

age, per annum. When we first gaineil possession of ( 'aiiailM,

tlie expence of the presents was much greater, as the Indians

were then more numerous, and as it was also found luces ,mi v

lo bestow upon them, individually, mucli larger picsiMits tlian

arc now given, in order to ovcrcomo tiic violent prejudices

which had been instilled into their minds by the rrench.

Tliese prejudices having happily been removed, and the ut-

most liiirnutiiy having been established between them and the

pigple on the frontiers, presents of a Jess value even than

what are now distributed amongst them, would perhaps bo

fiiniid .sufficient to keep up the j?ood understanding which now
oulisi,sts • it eould not, however, be deemed a very advisiihlis
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iiicasurc to cintail llunn, iisloiii;- as a possibility reinaisictl tliat

ilic loss of tlicii IVieiulsliii) might be iiicuned thereby.

Acceptable incscnts arc generally found efficacious in con-

ciliating the affections of any uncivilized nation ; they have

very great influence over the minds of the Indians; but to

conciliate their affections to the utmost, presents alone are

not sufficient ; you must appear to have their interest at heart

in every resi)ect ;
you must associate with them

;
you must

treat tiicm as men that are your equals ; and in some mea-

sure, even ado])t their native manners.

In general, the skin of the Indians is of a copper cast, but

a most wonderful difference of colour is observable amongst

them ; some, in whose veins there is no reason to think that

any other than Indian blood flows, not having darker com-

j>l(xions than natives of the south of France or of Spain,

wliilst others, on the contrary, arc nearly as black as negroes

Many jtcrsons, whose long residence amongst the Indians

ought to lia\ made tlicm competent judges of the matter,

have been of oiiinion, that their natural colour does not vary

from ours ; anil that llie drakncss of their complexion arises

^v'llolly from tlieir anointing themselves so frequently with

unotnous substances, and from their exposing ihcniselves so

much to the smoke. l?ut although it is certain that they

think a dark complexion very becoming ; that they take great

pains from their earliest ajje to accjuire sucli an one; and that

many of them do, in process of time, contrive to vary their

original colour very considerably ; although it is certain like-

wise, that when first liorn their colour differs but little from

ours
;
yet it appears evident to me, that the greater part of

them are ind bted for "heir diirereut hues to nature alone:

The writer has been induced to form this opinion from the

consideration, that those children which are born of pa.

rents of a dark colour arc almost universally of the same

(lark east as those from whom they sprang. Nekig, that is

the Little Otter, an Ottaway chief of great notoriety, whose

village is ou Detroit River, has a complexion that differs
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but I'tlle fiPin that of an African, and hislittlc boys, who iuo

the very iinasjc of the father, are just ns black as hinisrif.

With roj^ard to Inchan chihhen beiuf? white on their first

coiiiinf^ into the world, it oiiq-ht by no moans to he ccinihidod

from thence, that they would remain so if their niolhcis di<l

not bedaub them with grease, herbs, &e. as it is well known

that negro children are not perfectly black when born, nor

indeed for many months afterwards, but that they acquire

tlieir jetty hue gradually, on being exposed to the air and

sun, just as in the vegctalile world the lender bhule, dii

ll.st pee])iiig a!)ove grouml, turns from a wliite to a lude

greenish c()l)ur, ami i'lerwards to deeper green.

'i'liougli tlie i\Iississ;iguis, who live about liuke Ontario,

are of a much darker cast than any other tribe of linlians,

yet tlie dillercnt shades of conii)lexioii observable among-l

the Fiidians arc not so mneli coiidiied to particular tribes as

to particular families; fur even aniong-.t tiie Missi^-saguis

several nicin were coni])arati\(;ly of a very liglit colour, i lie

Creeks, Cherokees, and other soulhein Indians, have a red-

der Iu)g(% and more warmth of colouring in it than lliat ol

tlie Indians in tlie ncighlxiurhood of the lakes.

Amongst the fcMnale Indians in general, there is a nnicli

greater sameness of colour than amongst the men. The In-

dians universally hivvc long, straight, black, "'oar-e hair, and

Idack eyes, rather small than full sized ; they liave, iu geuend,

al>o, high prominent cheek bones, and sharp small noses,

rather inclining to an acjuilim^ shape; they have good teeth,

and their breath, in gene ral, is as sweet as that of a human
being can be. The men are for the most jiart very well

made, it is a most rare ciremnstance to nu-et with a deformed

person amongst them ; they are remarkably straiglit, liavf

full open chests, their walk is (irm and erect, and mam
amongst them have really a dignilitnl deportment, ^'ery few

of them are under the middle stature, and none of ihcm ever

become very tat or corpulent. Von may oceaaionaliy st.j

amongst tliein stout robust mcu, closely put logetlur, tnii iii

a IC 3 a
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iroucral they nro but slii^Iitly made. Jhcii legs, arms, ami

liands, arc for tin- iikisi part, extremely well shaped ; and

very many amoiij,'>t ilieiii wduld be deemed handsome men

in any country ii! the world.

The worn, n, on tiie contrary, are mostly under the middle

size, and h;ive !iig!ier check hones, and rounder faces than

the men. Tliey have very unii;racefnl carriages; walk with

their toe-i turned <oiisiderahly inwards, and with a slinfllini^

,t;ait ; and as tiiey advance? in years they Ci'nnv remarkahly

fat and coarse. An Indian woman at the ajje of thirty,

her eyes arc sunk, her forehi<ad wrinkled, her skin loose and

shrivelled, and her whole person, in short, forbidding ;
yet,

when young, their faces and persons are really jdeasing, not

to say sometimes very captivating. One could hardly

imagine, without witm^ssiiig it, that a few years could pos-

sibly niaki! such an alteration as it does in their persons.

This sudden change is chiefly owing to the drudgery im-

posed on them by the men after a certain age; to their ex-

posing themselves so nmch to the burning rays of the sun ;

Kitting so continually in the smoke of wood fires; and,

above all, to tlie general custom of prostituting themselves

at a very eavly ag(\.

Though the Indians are ]uofusely furnished with hair on

thtMr heads, yet on none of the other parts of the body, usually

covered with it, is the smallest sign of hair visible, except,

indeed, on the chins of old men, where a few slender strag-

gling hairs are sometimes seen, not dilTerent from what may
be occasionally seen on women of a certain age in Europe.

Many persons have, supposed that the Indians have been

created without hair on those i)arts of the body where it

aitpears wanting ; others, on t!ie contrary, are of opinion,

that nature has not been less boiuitiful to them than to us,

and that this apparent deficiency of hair is wholly owing to

their plucking it out themselves by he roots, as soon as it

appeals above the skin. It is well kniwn, indeed, that the

Indians have a great dislike to hair, atid that such of the
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men aa are aiiibiiioiis of iii)i)eaving gayer tliaii the rest,

pluck it not only from their eye-brows, and eye-lashes, but

also from ovi-ry part of the head, exci'iit one spot on the back

part of the crown, where lliey leave a long lock.

To pluck out their liair, all such as jiave any conn''clion

with the traders make use of a plial)lo wonn, formed of

flattened brass wire. Tliis iuslvunient is elosily aj>plied

in its open state, to the surface of llie l)o(ly where the hair

grows, it is then compress(Ml by iho finger and tliund) ; a

great number of hairs are caught at once between the spiral

evolutions of the wire, and by a sudden twitch they are all

drawn out by the roots. An (dd s(piaw, with one of tlii^so

iustruments, would deprive you of your b(vird in a very few

minutes, and a slight applicati(m of the wonn two or three

iinies in the year, would be suflicient to kee|i your diin

^)noolh ever al'terwards. A very great nunilin- of the wliilo

|)eoplc, in tlie ncighl)ourliood of ^Maiden and Detroit, iVoin

having submitted to this operation, apjiear at iirst sight as

little indebted to natuie for beards as the Indians. Th«

o])eralion is painful, but it is soon over, and wlu^n one con-

siders liow much time and trouble is saved, and ease gained

liy it in tlic end, it is only surprising tiiat more peo]de ilo nut

siunmon up resohuion, and patiently submit to it.

Tiie long lock of hair on the to]) of tlie head, witli the

skin on which it grows, constitutes the true scalj) ; and in

scalping a pers<m tliat has a full JK-ad of hair, an experi-

ence d warrior never thiidvs of taking off more of the skin

liiau a bit of a1)out the size of a crown piece, from the part

of the head where this lock is usually left. Tliey ornament

tliis solitary lock of iiair with beads, silver trinkets, lic. and

on grand oecisions with feathers. 'i'!;e women do not

pluck any of liic h^iir fn^m off their hea 's, and pride lliem-

selves willi having it as lung as possilde. 'I'licy coimnoniy

wear It neatly j)laiteil r.
',.'.> nd, and divided in front in tin

nuillle of the forelu ml. >\ hen they wisli to appear finei

than UMial, tiny painl the .-.niidi pail n\ the skin, which ap
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jicars ou tlip SfipiiraUon of tlie hair, wun a strcftic oi vei-

niilion -, wlien uoatly cloms it looks extremely well, and forms

a pleasinp: contrast to tlic jetty black of tlicir hair.

The Indians, who have any dcalinsrs with the Enplish

or American traders, and all of them have that live in tlie

neig:]d)onrhood of the great lakes at the north-west, have

totally li.id aside the use of fnrs and skins in their dress, ex-

cept lor tlicir slioes or moccasins, and sometimes for their

Icffuinss, as ihcy !iud they can exchanj::c thcni to advantatje

for l)lMnkcts and woollen cloths, itc. which they consider

likewis(! as much more ajjreeahle and commodious materials

for wearincc nn])av(^l. The moccasin is made of the skin of

the deci', elk, or hnlTalo, which is coinmonly dressed without

the hair, and rendcn^d of a deep brown colour by heinfj cx-

jiosed to the smoke of a wood fire. It is formed of a sin^de

piece of leather, with a seam from the top to the instep, and

iinother behind, similar to that in a common shoe ; by means

of a thontr, it is fastened nmnd the iustcj), just under the

ankle-bone, and is thus mmle to si* \-ery closely to tlie foot.

Hound that part where the foot is put in, a flap of the depth

of an inch or two is left, which hauLTs loosely down ov(n' the

Uriii^;^ by which the laocca'^iu is i'ateiied ; ami this ila]), as

also the seam, arc tastefully ornamented with jioreupine

quills and heads; the flap is.cdi^'ed with tin or copper t;n;s

filled wiih scarlet hair, if the moccasin he intended for a

Oian, and with ribbands if for a woman. An ornamental

moccasin of this sort is only worn in dress, as the ornaments

arc expensive and the leather soon wears out ; mie of plain

leather answers for ordinary use. Many of the white people

on the Indian frontiers wear this kind of shoe, but a person

not accustomed to walk in it, or to walk barefoot, cannot

wiav it abroad on a roii!::h road without ^^n\it inconvcnieiK e,

as every unevonnoss of surface is felt throuj;fh the leather,

wh.ich is soft a; "1 pliable : in a h.onse it is the most asm;'-

ohle sortof'sho'; tliat can ho imacinod; the Indiana wear i»,

miiversidly.
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Above tlio moccasin ftll liic Indians wear wlmt are called

Icpi^^iii.q^s, which reach from the instep to the niiildlL- of iIk;

lliij;h. Tluy urc c()inn)only made of blue or scavlct cloth,

and are formed so as to sit close tti the limhs, like the mo-

dern j)antaloons; Imt the (hIl^cs of the cloth annexed to the

^(•anl, instead of heiny^ turned in, are left on the outside,

anil are orniunented with hcails, rihliands, «tc. when the

leuj^inf^s are intended for dress. Many of the yoimi,'' war-

riors ar(! so desirous that their lt\i,"4in^'-s should tit ilieni

neatly, that they make the .s(iua\vs, who are the tailors, and

leally very jfood ones, .sow them tiuht on their limhs, so

that they canM(;l he taken olF, and tli, y continue to wear

tliem constantly till they are reduicd to ra;;s. The leLrL;inijs

are k('i»t up hy m("ans of two strinf;;s, oue on the outside of

each tlii^h, which are fastened to a third, that is tied round

llie waist.

Tliey also wear roinid the w.iist aiH^hi^' string', fro.u

"liiuh are suspended two lilile aprons, smnewl.at more th;,:i

a foot s(|uare, one han.c^fing down hcf ire and the other ne-

liiijii, and under these a y'lccc of cloth, drawn close uji to

llie body between the leys, forming a sort of tru>s. The

iijnons and this piece of tdoth, which are all fastened toge-

tlirr, are called the breech cloth, llie utmost ingenuity of

tlie .sijnaws is exerted in adorning the little aiu'oiis with

heads, ribbands, &c.

TIk; moccasins, leggings, and breech cloth constitute the

whole of the dn>ss which they wear wIkmi they enter upon a

campaign, excejit indeed it be a girdle, from which hangs

their tobacco pouch and scalping knife, itc. ; nor do they

wear any thing more wiieii the weather is very warm ; but

when it is cool, or when they dress themselves to visit their

friends, they put on a short shirt, loose at the neck and

wrists, generally made of coarse figured cotton or calico of

some gaudy pattern, not unlike what would be used for

window or bod cuitnins at a common inn in England. Over
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tli(* sliiit they wear citlior n blankot or :• lar^-o piece of biduH

clolli, or else a loose coat made soincwliat similar to a

ronimnn ridiiifj frock; a blanket is iiidk; coiiimoiily woid

tliiin any lliiii;:,' else. They tin one end of it ronnd their

waist with a irirdle, and then drawinu^ it over their slioulders,

either fast(^n it aorn-^s their breasts with a skewer, or hold

tlie corners of it tnafethcr in the left liand. One would

imagine, that this last mode of wearin;:^ it could not but be

hiirhly incoinenieut to them, as it must deprive tliem in a

creat measure of the use of one hand
; yet it is the nio<le in

which it is commonly worn, even wlien they arc shoot intr in

the woods ; th(\v trenerally, howev(>r keep the ritjiit arm <lis-

enijaired when tliry carry a gun, and draw the blanket over

the left shoulder,

Tlie dress of the women differs but very little from tlipt

of the men. Tliey wear moccasin^, legp^inj^s, and loose

short shirts, and like them they tlirow over their slioulders,

oecasidiially, a l)lani\(>t or piece of tiroad cloth, but most'

pcnerally the latler; tlw^y do not tie it round their waist

however, but suffer it to banc down so as to bide their Ic^'s;

inst(\id also of the bre-'ch cloth, they wear a piece of cloth

folded closely roinid their middle, which reaches from the

waist to the knees. Dark blue or careen cloths in general

arc ]irer('iied to those of any other colour; a few of the men

are fond of wearing searh^t.

Tlie women in warm weather appear in the villages with-

out any other covering above their waists than these shirts,

or shifts, as they may be called, thongli they differ in no

respect from the shirts of the men ; they usually, however,

fasten them with a brooch round tlie neck. Tn full dress

they also apiiear in these shirts, hut then they are covcied

entirely over with silver brooches, about the size of a aix-

penny pieci". Tn full dress th(>y likewise fasten pieces of

ribbands of various colours to their hair behind, which are

euflfcred to hang down to their vi-ry heels. A young nquaw,
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(laiicc with ii|)\var(ls of five gnineas worth of rihhands strcam-

inj; from hrr hair.

On their wrists the women wear silver liracelets when

tlicy can prf:""-'' ':'>"!; they also wear silver car-rings;

the latter are m j;cncral of a very small size ; hut it is not

merely one pair which they wear, hut several. To admit

them, they hore a numher of holes in tlicir ears, sometimes

entirely round the edges. Tiie men wear ear-rings like-

wise, hut of a sort totally diflerent from tliose worn hy the

women ; they mostly consist of round flat thin pieces of

silver, ahout the size of a dollar, jierforated with holes in

different patterns; others, however, equally large, arc made

in a triangular fonn. Some of the tril)cs are very select in

the choice of the pattern, and will not wear any hut the one

sort of pendants. Instead ot horing their cars, the men slit

them along tlie outward edge from top to hottom, and as

soon as tlie gasii is healed, hang iieavy weights to them in

order to stretch the rim thus separated as low down as pos-

sihle. Some of them are so successful in this operation,

that they contrive to draw the rims of the ears in form of a

how, down to their very shoulders, and their large ear-rings

hang dangling on their hreasts. To prevent the rim thus

extended from hreaking, they hind it with hrass wire ; how-

ever, there is not one in six that has his cars perfect ; the

least touch, indeed, is suincient to hrcak the skin, and it

would he wonderful if they were ahle to j)reserve it entire,

engaged so often as they are in drunken quarrels, and so

often liahlc to he entangled in thickets whilst pursuing their

game.

Some of the men wear pendants in their noses, hut these

ar*; not so common as ear-rings. The chiefs and principal

Warners wear l)venst-plutes, consisting of large pieces of

silver, sea shells, or the like. Silver gorgets, such as are

usually wom hy ollicers, please them extremely, and to

favourite chiefs they are given out, amongst other prcbenti*
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on the part of govcrnmoiit. Another sort of omnment is

likewise worn hy the men, consistini» of a liirpe silver clasp

f)r hracclct, to which is attached a bunch of hair dyed of a

scarlet colour, usually tali(>n from tlieknee of ahufTalo. Tliis

is worn on t!ic narrow part of the arm above tlie cll)ow, and

it is deemed very ornamentid, and also a badij^e of honour,

for no person wears it that has not dislintjuished himself in

the field. Silver ornaments are uiiivcrsally i)roferrcd to tliose

of any other niiHal.

'i'lie Indiiuis not only pniiit themselves when they pi to

War, but likewise wlnii they wisli to appear full dressed

Red and black arc their favourite colours, and they d;uil)

themselves in th'^ most fintiistie inimner. Some have their

faces entirely covered witli black, except a roini(1 s)i(it in

the centre, which includes the u\)\n^ li]i ami end nf the

nose, which is ]iainted red ; others iisjain, iiave \]\ny licads

entirely bliiek, exce])t a l;n;u:e red round spot on each (\>r;

others with one eye black and the other n-d, &c. ; but the

most common style of paiulin? is, to black their faces

entirely over with charcoul, and \hvu w. lliuij: their nails,

to draw parallel undulating,'- lines on their cheeks. TIk^v pi;-

ncrally carry a little lookiiifj ijlass about tliem to enaMe them

to dispose of their colours judiciously, WJKm they f^o to war

they rub in the paint with j^rease, and arc nnich more parti-

cular about their appearance, which they study to render as

horrible as possible ; they then cover their whole body with

red, white, and black paint, and seem more like devils tlian

human beinj^s. Different tribes have different metliods of

paintinf^ themselves.

'ITiouph tlie Indians spend so much of their time in atloni-

inp their persons, yet they take no pains to ornament their

habitations, which for the most part are wretched indeed.

Some of them are formed of loj^s, but the greater part ar<*

of a moveable nature, and formed of bark. The hark of the

birch tree is deemed preferable to every other sort, anu

wliere it is to be had is always made use of; but in this part
Uv
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of the country not bi'iiig often met with, the luirk of the elm

t;co is nsci! in its steuil. Tlie Indians arc very cxjjert in

Btrippini,' it from a tree ; and fnujucntly take tlie entire hark

from (ill" tlic irunk in one jfiece.' Tiic skeletons of tlnir

huts consist of slender poles, and on them the bark is fas-

tened with strips of the tough rind of some yorng tree: liiis,

if found, proM's a very elfcctual defence against tlu! weather.

Tlie Imts are built in various forms ; some of them have

walls on every side, doors, and also a chimney in the middle

of the roof; others are open on one side, and arc nothing

better than sheds. Wlun built in this last style, four of

them arc comnion'y placed together, so as to form a (pia-

drangle, with tno open parts towards the insidi', and a fuc

comni. ; to them all is kindled in the middle. In line wea-

ther these huts are agreeable dwellings ; but in the (lci)tli of

winter they must be dreadfully uncomfortable. Olliers of

their huts are built in a cimical shape. Many of the Indian

nations have no permanent place of residence, but move

al)r>ut from one spot to another, and in the hunting season

tliey all have moveable encampments, which last arc in

general very rude, and insuUicient to give them even toler-

able shelter from a fall of rain or snow. Tiie hunting sea-

sun commences on the fall of the leaf, and continues till the

siiow dissolves.

In the depth of winter, when the snow is fro/en on the

ground, they fonn their hunting sheds of the snow itself;

a few twigs platted together being simply placed overhead

10 itrevent the snow, which forms the roof, from falling

d )" n. These snowy habitations are much more comfort-

able and warmer in the winter time than any otiiers that can

\h'. erected, as they effectually screen you fiom the keen

piercing blasts of the wind, and a bcrl of snow is far from

being uncomfortable.

The utensils in an Indian hut are very few ; one or two

brass or iron kettles procured from t c tracers, or, if they

live removed from them, pots formed of stone, together willi

It 10 S B.
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II few wnoilen spoons niul iliMies iiiii lo \,y lliomselvcs, con-

stitute in genenil tlic wliolc of tliciii. A stt)ii6 of a very soft

texture, called tlio soap stone, is very coimnonly fnund in

the l)ac'l< parts of North America, jiarfioularly suited for In-

dian \v()ii\niansliij». It receives its name from appearing to

the toneh as soft and smootli as a bit of soaj); and indeed it

may l)e cut with a knife almost equally easy. In Virfj^inia

they use it powderi^d for the boxes of their wheels instead of

jjrease. Soft, however, as is thi« stone, it will resist fire

e(jnally with iron. The soap stone is of a dove colour

oliiers, nearly of the same (jnality, are found in the country

of a black and red cohmr, which arc still commonly used by

the Indians for the bowls of their pi])es.

The bark canoes, which the Indians use in this part of

the country, are by no means so neatly formed as those

made in the country upon and to the north of the River St.

Ijawrenee ; they arc eonnnonly formed of one eiUire piece

of elm bark, taken from the trunk of tiie tree, wliieh is bound

on ribs formed of slender rods of tnui^h wood. Iliere are

no ril)s, however, at the ends of these canoes, btit merely at

the midille pait, where al.me it is that passengers ever sit.

It is only the centre, indeed, which rests upon the water;

the ends are generally raised some feet above the surfac(>,

the canoes beinij of a curved form. Tin-y brins,'- them into

this shape by cutting, nearly miilway between the stem and

stern, two deep slits, one on each side, in the back, ami by

lapping the disjointed edges one over the other. No pains

are taken to make the ends of the canoes water tight, since

they Hcvor touch the water.

On first inspection you would imagine, from its miserable

.T->i>i'arane(>, ili;it an elm bark eaiiu,'. lims couslructed, was

eet eilt nlateil to carry even a single person safely across n

ninoih pi(-ee "t \\al"v; it is iievertlieless a r:'m:'j'<alile safe

i;ovf of boat, and tbi> Indians will resolutely enihaik in <m>^.

of ilicm during very rough weather. They are .so li;;lu that

they ride securely over every wave, and the only precaution
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necessary in navipfatiiifr tbcin is to sit steady. A dozen poo

|)lc will y-o socnrely in one, which might be easily caniod by

a sini^b- iiblo bodied man. When an Indian takes his family

to any distaiiee in a canoe, the women, the girls, and 1 oys,

are furnished each with a paddle, and are ke])t busily at

work; the father of the family gives himself no trouble but

in steering the vessel.

'J'iie Indians that are connected willi the traders have

now, very generally, laid aside bows and arrows, and seldom

take them into their hands, except it be in anuise themselves

for a few hours, when they have expended their powder and

shot; their boys, howe\er, still use them universally, and

some of tlieni shoot with wonderful dexterity. A young

Shawnesc chief, not more than ten years old, fi.Kcd three

arrows running in the body of a small black squirrel, on the

tip of a very small tree, and he scarcely missed half a

dii/.en times in a day It is astonishing to see with what

aieuracy, and at the same time with what readiness, they

iiuuk the s])ot where their arrows fall. They will shoot

iiuay a dozen arrows or more, seemingly 'juite careless

about what becomes of them, and as inattentive to the sj)ot

where they fall as if tliey never expected to lind them again,

vet afterwards they will run and jiiek them every ant', up

wiiboul hesitation. The southern Indians are mueh more

(\])ert at tln^ use of tiie bow than those near the lakes, as

they make nuieh greater use of it.

i'he expcrtness of the Indians in throwing the tomahawk

is well known. At the distance of ten yards they will lix

the sliari) edge of it in an object nearly to a certainty. Ihey

aic not fond of letting it out of their hands in actio: "d

lliey never attempt to throw it but when they are on ilie

]Miiut of overtaking a flying foe, or arc ci?rtair. of recovering

it. Some of ibe-n will fasten a string the length of a few

feet to th(> tomahawk, and will launch it forth, and draw it

i)ack ugiiin into (heir hand with great doxtcrily ; they will



879 IKWKMN'S JOUIiNKV

also paiTy tlie tlivust or cuts of a sword with the toinahnwk

very doxtorously.

Tlie common tomahawk is nothing more than a lij^Iit

Iiatchot, but the most approved sort hiis on the hack part of

the hatchet, and connected with it in one piece, the bowl of

a pipe, so that when the handle is perforated, the tomahiuvk

answers every ]mrposc of a jiipc ; the Indians indeed are

fonder of smoakinp^ out of a tomahawk than out of any other

sort of pipi'. That formerly friven to tlie Tndiuns liy tlie

French traders, instead of a pipe, had a large spike on the

Iiack jiart of the hatchet ; very few of these instruments are

now to be found amongst them. Tiie tomahawk is commonly

worn by the left side, stuck in a belt. For the favourite

cliiefs, very elegant pipe tomahawks, inlaid with silver, are

manufactured by the armourers in the Indian department.

An Indian child, soon after it is born, is swathed in cloths

or skins, and being thou laid on its back, is bound down on a

piece of thick board, spread over with soft moss. The board

is left somewhat longer and liroadcr tlian the child, and bent

pieces of wood, like pieces of hoops, arc placed over its

face to protect it, so that if the machine were suffered to

fall the child would not probably be iiijiued. The women,

when they go abroad, carry tlieir diildicn thus tied down on

their backs, the board being susjiondcd by a broad band,

which they wear round their foreheads. When they have

any business to transact at bomcN they hang the board on a

tree, if there be one at hand, and set them a swinging from

side to side, like a pendulum, in (uder to exercise the chil-

dren ; sometimes also, they unloose the children from the

boards, and putting them each into a S(nt of little bammock,

fasten tbem between two trees. aii<l there suffer tliein to

Bwing about. As soon as they are strong enougli to crawl

About on tb.cir hands and fe<H they arc libi rated from all

confinement, and suffered, like young puppies, to run about,

it'trk naked, intc* water, into mud, into snow, and in short,
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to go whorcsovcr their choice leads them ; hence they derive

tliat vij^our of constitution which enables them to 8up])oit the

greatest fatigue, and that indifference to the chnngcs of the

Avciithcr which they possess in common with the brute crea-

tion. The girls are covered with a loose garment as soon as

tlicy have attained four or five years of ago, but the boys go

naked till they are considerably older.

llie Indians are for the most part very slightly made,

and from a survey of their j)ersons, one would imagine that

they were much better qualified for any pursuits that rc-

(|uircd great agility than great bodily strength. This has

been the general opinion of most of those wlio liave written

on this subject ; however, others think that the Indians are

nnich more remarkable for their muscular strength thari for

their agility. At different military posts on tlic fron;iers,

where this subject has been agitated, races, for the sake of

experiment, have frequently been made between soldiers

and Indians, and provided the distance was not great, the

IndiK.ns have almost always been beaten ; but in a long

race, where strength of muscle was required, tluy have

williout exception been victorious ; in leaj)ing also the Iii-

ilians have been infalli])ly beaten by sui'h of the soldiers as

possessed common activity; l)Ut tlie strength of the Indians

is most conspicuous in the carrying of burdens on their

backs ; they esteem it nothing lo walk thirty miles a day lur

sov(nal days together, unde'' a load of eight stone, and they

will walk an entire dav under a load williout taking any

letVesliment. In carrying burdens they make use of a sort

ot frame, somewhat similar to wliat is commonly used by a

;;Iazier to carry glass ; this is fastened by cords, or strips

of tough bark or leather, round their shoulders, iind wlieii

the load is iixed ui> ,u fh-- '^oad ledge at tlie Ixittom of the

frame, two ban- ...v; ilirown round the whole, one of wliicli

is brought across tlie forehead, and the other aemss iho

breast, and tlius the In.id is supported. The length of way

•n Indian will aavei in the course of the day, when uneii-
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cumbered with a load, is astonishincf. A jountr Wyandof,

who was employed to cany a mcssairo, travollod but little

short of cipfhty miles on foot in one day, and when he arrived

at the end of his journey, he did not appear in the least de-

pivc fatiffued.

Lc V. Ciiarlcvoix observes, that the Inditans seem to him

to possess many personal advantages over Europeans ; their

senses, in pai ticnlar, he thinks much finer ; their sif^ht is,

indeed, quick and pcnetratina;, and it does not fail them till

tlu'V arc far advanced in years, notwithstanding' that their

eyes arc exposed so many months each winter to tlie daz.

zling whiteness of the snow, and to the shar|> irritatinj; smoke

of wood fires. Disorders in the eyes are almost wholly un-

known to them ; nor is the .slitrhtest blemish ever seen in

their eyes, excei)tin,t^ it be a n^snlt from some accident.

Their hearinu^ is very acute, and their sense of smellintr so

nice, that they can tell when they are aj)pn)achinj^ a fne

lontj before it is in sipflit.

Tiic Indians have most retentive memories ; they will

preserve to their deaths a recollection of any place they Iiave

once passed through ; they never forget a face that tliey have

attentively observed but for a few si'conds ; at the end of

many years they will repeat every sentence of the speeches

that have lieen delivered by different individiials in a public

assemldy ; and lias any sporeli been made in the council

liouso of the nation, particularly deserving of remembrance,

ii; will be handed down wilii the utmost accuracy fronr one

generation to another, though ix-rfoclly ignorant of the use

of hicroglyphicks and letters; the only memorials of wiiich

they avail themselves are small pieces of wood, and belts of

wampum ; th • former are only used on trifling occasions, tlie

latter never hiit on very grand and sulcnui ones. Whenever

a conference, or a t;dk as they term it, is about to be held

with any neighbouring tribe, or whenever any treaty or

nalioiiid compact is about to be m:ide, one of these belts

diireriii!.' in some re? ect» ffo'.v. o'-^'yv other that has hceu
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miiile before, is immctliiitely constructed; each person in ttu

assembly bolds this belt in his hand whilst he delivers his

speccli, and when he has ended, he presents it to the mwt
person that rises, by which ceremony each individual is re-

luiixled, that it behoves him to be cautious in his discoursi',

as all he says will be faithfully recorded by the belt. The

talk lieina^ over, the belt is deposited in tlie hands of the

jiriiicipal chief.

On the ratification of a treaty, very broad splendid belts

are reciprocally given by the contracting jiarties, which are

doposited amongst the other bells belonging to the nation.

At stated intervals they are all juoduced to the nation, and

llie occasions upon which they were made are mentioned

;

if tliey relate to a talk', one of the chiefs repeats the sid)stauce

111 what was said over to them : if to a treaty, the terms of it

are recai)itulated. Certain of the squaws, also, are entrusted

with the belts, whose business it is to relate the history of

each one of them to the younger branches of the tribe ; this

lliey do with great accuracy, and thus it is that the remem-

brance of every important transaction is kept up.

The wampum is fonned of the inside of the calm shell, a

large sea shell bearing some similitude to that of a scallop,

whieh is found on the coasts of New England and Virginia.

The shell is sent in its original rough state to England, and

there cut into small pieces, exactly similar in shape and size

to the modern glass bugles worn by ladies, which little bits

of sliell constitute wampum. Tiiere are two sorts of wam-

pum, the white and the purjde ; the latter is most esteemed

by th ^'dians, who think a pound weight of it eifually

valuable with a pound of silver. The wampum is strung

upon bits of leather, and the belt iscomjiosed of ten, twelve,

or more strings, according to the importance of the occasion

on which it is made ; sometimes, also, the wampum is sowed

m different patterns on broad belts of leather.

The use of wampum appears to be very general amongst

the Indian nations, but how it became so, is a (jucstiou Uiat
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would rpqime discussion, for it is well known tliat they we
a people obstinately altnclied to old customs, and that would

not therefore he apt to adopt, on the most irnuul and solemu

occasion, the use of an avliclo that they had never seen until

brouijht to them by stranp;ers ; at the same time it S(?onis

wholly impossible that thi\v should ever hav(> l)pen able to

have made w;impum from the calm shell for tliomselvos
;

they fashion the bowls of tobacco ])ipes, indeed, from sloni>,

in a very curious manner, and with astonisliint,' accuracy,

considering' that they use no olber instrument than a connnon

knife, but then the stone whicli they commonly carve tlius

is of a very soft kind ; tlie calm shell, however, is cxcecd-

infjly hard, and to bore and cut it into such small pieces as

are necessary to form wampum, very fine tools would bo

wanting. Probaldy they made some use of the calm sliell,

and endeavoured to reduce it to as small ])its as they could

with their rude instruments, but on finding that Europeans

could cut it so much more neatly than they could, laid aside

the wampum before in use for that of our manufacture..

The Indians arc cxccedingfly sagacious and ol)servant, and

by dint of minute attention, acquire many qualifications to

which we are wholly strangers. They will traverse a track-

less forest, hundreds of miles in extent, without deviating

from tlie straight course, and will roach to a certainty the

spot whitlier they intended to go on setting out ; with equal

skill they will cross one of the large lakes, and though out

of sight of the shovos for days, will to a certainty make the

land at once, at the very place they desired. Some of the

French missionaries have suiiposed that the Indians are

guided by instinct, and have pretended that Indian children

can find their way through a forest as easily as a person ol

maturer years ; but this is a most absurd notion. It is un-

questionably by a close attention to the growth of the trees,

and position of the sun, that they find their way. On tlio

northern side of a tree there is generally the most moss, and

the bark on that side in general differs from that on the op-
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posite one. Tlic branches toward the south are for the

most part more luxuriant than those on the other side of

trees, and several other distinctions also subsist between the

northern and southern sides, conspicuous to Indians, who

are taught from their infancy to attend to them, which a

common observer would perhaps never notice. Being ac-

customed from their childhood, likewise, to pay great atten.

tion to the position of the sun, they learn to make the most

accurate allowance for its apjjarent motion from one part of

the heavens to another, and in any part of the day they will

])oint to the part of the heavens whore it is, although the sky

be obscured by clouds or mists.

An instance of their dexterity in finding tlioir way through

nn unknown country, is noticed by Mr. Weld. He says,

a number of the Creek nation had arrived at Staunton, in

their way to Philadelphia, whither they were going upon

some affairs of importance, and had stopped there for the

night In the morning some circumstance or another, which

could not be learned, induced one half of the Indians to set

fiif without their companions, who did not follow imtil some

hours afterwards. When these last were ready ti pursue

their journey, several of the towns-people mounted their

horses to escort them part of tlir way. They proceeded

n'ong the high road for sonu- mihs, ln;t all at once, hastily

turning aside into the woods, though there was no path, the

lii'Mans advanced confidently forward ; the people who ac-

companied them, surprised at this movement, informed them

tliat tlicy were quitting tl.c rna.I to Philadelphia, and ex-

pros cd their fears lest they should miss their coin|ianioD8

who had gone on before. They answered, that they knew
i)ctto ; that the way through the woods was the shorteit

to I'hiUxdclphia ; and that they knew very well that theit

companions had entered the woods at the very place they

did. (I)uriosity led some of the horsemen to go on ; and to

their astonishment, for there was apparently no track, they

overtook the other Indians in the thickest part of the wood |

3C
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but what appeared mosi sinp;ular was, tli.it the route which

the took was found, on examining a map, to be as direct

for Philadelphia as if they had taken the bearings by a ma-

riner's compass. From others of their nation, who had been

at riiiladelphia at a former period, they had probably learned

the exact direction of that city from their village, and had

never lost sii^lit of it, althougli tlicy had already travelled

three hundred miles through woods, and had upwards of

four hundred miles more to go before they could reach tho

place of their destination.

The Indians, for the most part, are adn irably well ac-

quainted with the ge;);4;raphy of their own country. Ask

them any questions relative to the situation of a particular

place in it, and if there be a convenient spot at hand, they

will, with the utmost facility, trace upon the ground with a

stick a map. by no means inaccurate, of the jilace in question

and tlio surrounding country ; they will point out the course

of the rivers, and by directing your attention to the sun,

make you acquainted with the different bearings.

The Indians most commonly take upon them the name

of some animal, as, Tiic Ulue Snake; The Little Turkey;

The I?ig Rear ; The i\Iad Dog, &c. and their signatures con-

sist of the outline, drawn with a pen, of the different animals

whose names they bear. Some of the signatures at the bot-

tom of these deeds were really well executed, and were lively

representations of the animals they were intended for.

The Indiiins in general possess no small share of ingenuity.

Their domestic wooden utensils, bows and arrows, and other

weapons, &c. are made with the same neatness; and in

deed the workmanship of them is frequently such as to ex-

cite astonishment, when it is considered that a knife and a

hatchet are the only instruments they make use of. On the

handles of their tomahawks, on their powder horns, on the

bowls of their jiipes, &c. you oftentimes meet with figures

extremely well designed, and with specimens of carving far

from contemptible. The embroidery upon their moccasins
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ana other jrarmoiits sluws that the fomalos arc not less in-

genious ill their way than the men. Their iioicupino quill

work would command adinirulion in any country in Europe.

The soft youns;; (|uill.s of the porcupine are those which they

use, and ihcy dye them of the nidst heautifiil and brilliant

colours imat,nnal)lc. Some of their dyes have l)ecn dis-

covered, hut many of them yet remain unknown, as do also

many of the medicines with which they perform sometimes

most miraculous cures. Their dyes and medicines are all

procured from the vegetable world.

A French writer tells of bome Iroquois Indians that

walked through several of the hnest streets of Paris, but

without expressing the least pleasure at any thing they saw,

u iti! at last llioy came to a cook's chop ; ihis called forth their

warnii'sl juaise ; a shop wIkmv a man was always sure of

^cttin;,' suiiicthing to siitisfv his hunger, without the trouble

and fatigue of hunting and fishing, was in their opinion one

of the most admirable institutions jjossible ; had they been

told, however, that they must have paid for what they eat,

they would have expressed ecpial indignation perhaps at what

lliey saw. In their own villages they have no idea of refus-

ing food to any person that enters their habitation iu quality

of a friend ; and there is not one of them but what would

prefer his own wigwam to the most splendid habitations they

see in any of these places. The shipping, however, at Phi-

ladelphia and the other sea-ports, seldom fails to excite ad-

miration, because they at once see the utility and advantage

of largo vessels over canoes, which are the only vessels they

have. The young VV'yan lot, who, as before mentioned,

made such a wonderful day's JDurin'v on foot, while at Phi-

ladelphia, appeared highly delighted with the river, and the

great number of sliips of all sizes upon it ; but the tide at-

tracted his jittenlion more than any thing else whatsoever

On coming to the river the first day, he looked up at the sun,

and made certain obsei vations upon the course of tlie stream,

•nd general situation of ;iie place, as the Indians never fuii
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to (]o Oil coming to any new or remarkable spot. The second

time, however, he went down to the water, he found to his

surprise that the river was runninj^ with equal rapidity in a

contrary direction to what he liad seen it run the day before.

For a moment he iniajrincd that by some mistake he must

have got to the opposite side of it ; but soon recollecting

himself, and being persuaded that he stood on the very same

spot from whence he had viewed it the day before, his as-

tonishment became great indeed. To obtain information

upon such an interesting point, he immediately sought out

an aid-de-camp of General Wayne, who had brought him to

town. This gentleman, however, only rendered the appear-

ance still more mysterious to him, by telling him, that the

Great Spirit, for the convenience of the white men, who were

his particular favouiites, had made the rivers in their coun-

try to run two ways.

Nothing gives more delight to the Indians than to see a

man that excels in any bodily exerctse; and tell them even

of a jicrson that is distinguished lor his great strength, foi

his swiftness in running, for his dexterous management oi

the bow or the gun, for his cunning in hunting, for his in-

trepid and firm conduct in war, or the like, they will listen

to you with the greatest pleasure, and readily join in praises

of the hero.

No people on earth are more alive to the calls of friend,

ship ; no people have a greater affeotion for their offspring

in their tender years ; no people are more sensible of an in-

jury; a word in the slightest dogn^e insulting will kindle a

flame in their breasts, that can only be extinguished by the

blood of the offending party ; and they will traverse forests

for hundreds of miles, exposed to the inclemency of the se-

verest weather and to the pangs of hunger, to gratify theit

revenge ; they will not cease for years daily to visit, and si-

lently to mourn over the grave of a departed child ; and they

will risk their lives, and sacrifice every thing they possess, to

assist a i'liend in distress ; out attiie same time, in their 0{H<
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nion, no man oan be esteemed a good warrior, or a dignified

cliaractor, that openly betrays any extravagant emotions of

surprise, of joy, of sorrow, or of fear, on any occasion what-

soever, Tiie excellence of appearing thus indifferent to what

would excite the strongest emotions in the minds of any other

people, is forcibly inculcated on them from their earliest

vouth ; and such an astonishing command do they acquire

over themselves, that even at tin; stake, when suffering the

severest tortures that can be inflicted on the human body by

the ilames and the knife, they apjicar unmoved, and laugh,

as it is well known, at their tormentors.

The Indians scarci^ly ever lift their hands against their

children ; but if they are unmindful of what is said to them,

they sometimes throw a little water in their faces, a species

of reprimand of which the children have the greatest dread,

and which produces an instantaneous good effect. One of

the French missionaries tells of his having seen a girl of an

advanced age so vexed at having some water thrown in her

face by her mother, as if she was still a child, that she in-

stantly retired, and put an end to her existence. As long

as they remain children, the young Indians are attentive in

the extreme to the advice of tlieir parents ; but when arrived

at the age of puberty, and able to provide for themselves,

tlioy no longer have any respect for them, and they will fol-

low their own will and pleasure in spite of all their remon

Ktrances, unless, indeed, tlieir parents be of an advanced age.

Old age never fails to command their most profound vene-

ration.

In their conduct towards one another, nought but gentle-

ness and harmony is observable; but when intoxicated with

spirits, wh'ch is but too often the ease, a very different picture

is presented to view, and they appear more like devils in-

carnate than human beings ; they roar, they fight, they cut

each other, and commit every sort of outrage ; indeed, so

sensible are they of their own infirmities in this state, that

when vi number of them ni-e about to get druuk, they giv«
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up their knives and tomnliawks, &('. to one of tlic parfy, who
is on honour to rcmuin sobci', and to prevent mischief, and

who does Rcnoially hohave according' to this promise. If

they happen to get drunk without having" taken this precau-

tion, their squaws take the earliest opportunity to deprive

them of their wca]ions.

The Indians jircfer whisky and mm to all other spirituous

liquors ; but tlicy do not seem eager to obtain these liquors

80 much for tlic pleasure of gratifying" their palates as for

the sake of intoxication. There is not one in a hundred thi4

can refrain from drinking to excess if he have it in hi*

power, and the generality of them having or>ce got a taste of

any intoxicating liquor, will use every means to gain more
;

and to do so they at once become mean, servile, deceitful,

and depraved, in every sense of the word. Nothing can make

amends to these unfortiuiatc people for the introduction of

spirituous liquors amongst them. Before their acquaintance

with them, they were distinguished beyond all other nations

for their temperance in eating and drinking ; for their tem-

perance in eating, indeed, they still are remarkable, they es-

teem it indecorous in the highest degree even to appear hun-

gry ; and on arriving at their villages, after having fasted,

perhaps for several days preceding, they will sit down

quietly, and not ask for any food for a considerable time

;

and having got wherewith to satisfy their appetite, they will

eat with moderation, as though the calls of hunger were not

more pressing than if they had feasted the hour before.

They never cat on any occasion in a hurry.

Tliese Indians are by nature of a very hospitable, generous

disposition, wlicro no particular circumstances operate to the

contrary ; and, indeed, even when revenge would fain per-

suade them to behave differently, yet having once professed

a friendship for a stranger, and pledged themselves for his

Bafety, nothing can induce them to deviate from their word.

The generality of the Indian nations a]ipear to have two

sorts of chiefs, council chief's, and war chiefs. The former
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tiro, hereditary, ftiifl are employed |)riiicipally in the manajre-

meut of their civil affairs ; but they may he war cniefs at the

same time ; the latter are chosen from amoiif^st those wiio

have distinguished themselves the most in hattle, and are

solely employed in leading the warrioi-s in the field. J'he

cliiels have no power of enforcing ohedienee to their com-

maiids, nor do ihey ever attemj)! lo give their orders in an

iin|)orious manner; they simply advise. Each private indi-

viduid conceives that he is born in a state of perfect liberty,

and he disdains all control, but thai which his own reason

subjects him to. As they have all one interest, however, at

iicart, which is the general welfare of tlic nation, ami as it is

well known that the chiefs are actuated by no other motives,

wliatever measures they recommend are generally attended

to, and at once adopted.

The Indians iiave the most sovereign contempt for any set

I if people that have tamely relinquished their liberty; and

they consider such as have lost it, even after a hard struggle,

as unworthy any rank in society above that of old women
;

to this cause, and not to the difference that subsists between

tlieir persons, is to be attributed the rooted aversion which

tlie Indians have for negroes. You could not possibly affront

an Indian more readily, than by telling him that you think

lie bears some resi^mblance to a negro ; or that he has negro

l)lood in his veins ; they look upon them as animals inferior

to the human species, and will kill them with as much un-

concern as a dog or a cat. j

An Ar/.erican officer, who, during the war with Great

Ijritain, had been sent to one of the Indian nations resident

on the western frontiers of the States, to persuade them to

remain neuter in the contest, ha^ stated, that whilst he re-

raained amongst them, some agents arrived in their village to

negotiate, if pos.siblc, for the release of some negro slaves

whom they had carried off from the American settlements*

One of these negroes, a remarkably tall handsome fellow,

Iiad been given to an Indian woman of some consequence in
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the nation, in the manner in wliich prisoners are usually flis-

posed of amongst tlicm. Application was made to her for his

ransom. She listened quietly to what was said ; resolved at

the same time, however, that the fellow should not have his

liberty, she stepped aside into her cabin, and having brought

out a large knife, walked up to her slave, and without more

ado, phniged it into his bowels :
" Now," says she, address-

ing herself coolly to the agents ;
" now I give you li ave to

take away your negro." The poor creature that had beeu

stabbed fell to the ground, and lay writhing about in the great-

est agonies, until one of the wivrriors took compassion on him,

and put an end to his misery by a 1)low of a tomahawk.

It is a very singular and remarkable circumstance, that not-

withstanding the striking similarity in tlie persons, manniMs,

dispositions, and religion of the different tribes of Indiiuis

from one end of the continent of North America to the otlicr,

a similarity so great as hardly to leave a doubt on the mmd
but that they must all have jiad the same origin, the lan-

guages of the different tribes should yet be so materially dif-

ferent. No two tribes speak exactly the same language

;

and the languages of many of those who live at no great

distance asunder, vary so much, that they cannot make them-

selves at all understood by each other.

Some persons, who have made the Indian languages their

study, assert, that all the different languages spoken by those

tribes, with which we have any connection, are but dialect?

of three primitive tongues, viz. the Huron, the Algonquin,

and the Sioux ; the two former of which, being well luider-

stood, will cnabl(! a person to converse, at least sliglitly, with

the Indians of any tribe in Canada or the United States

All the nations that speak a language derived from tin- Sioux,

have, it is said, a hissing pronunciation ; those who speak one

derived from the Huron, have a gulteral proiiunciation ; and

Buch as speak any one derived from the Algonquin, pia-

oounce their words with greater softness and ease than any

of the other.

W
p'



TO TilK I'UI. \R S! \. 385

Tlie Indians, hotii iiitii iiiid woiiiciijspciik wiili great (I([i-

Ixration, ami novor aj)|)<'ar to l)o at a loss for wonls to < x-

j)i-pss tlicir Rciitiineiifs, 'J'lic native; music ortIi(.' {ndiaiis is

very nid<' and iruliiTeient, and ('(jtially liovoid (il'mclody and

vari(
(
y. Their famous war Honi>' is muiiinj;- hotter tlian an In-

sipid nnitativc. Sinu;in^- and danri!i<>Mvilii tin ni go hand in

hand; and wluii ahi'-ijc nnmlici cd' thi;m, collcrttd lo:;(liH'r,

join in oni! son;:^, the few wild nuies of wlii( h it consists,

mingled with the sound of their pipes and drums, sometimes

produce, when heartl at a distance, a pleasing eitect on (lie

car; hut il is then and then mdy tlnit their music is tolerable,

A writer who was witness lo their dancing says, three el-

derly men, seated upon a tree, were the principal mnsici;uis.

One of these beat a small driuu, formed of a piece of a hollow

tree covered with a skin, and the two others marked time

equally with the drtnii, with rattles fornuid of dried sfpiashes

or gourds filled with peas. At the same tunc these men
sung, indeed they were tlu; leaders of the song, which iho

dancers joined in. The dancers consisted solely of a party of

squaws, to the number of twenty or thereabouls, whostam!-

iiig in a circle, witli their face inwards and their liamis I'olded

round eacli otiier's necks, moved, thus linked tog( ther, side

ways, M ith close short steps, round a small (ire. The men
and women iiever dance together, nnli^ss indeed a |)re(ly

squav, be introduced by some young fellow into one of the

men's dances, whicli is considered as a very great mark of

favour. This is of a piee( with the general conduct of the

Indians, who look upon the women in a. totally diirercnt li'>ht

from what wc do in Europe, and condemn them as slaves to

do all the drudgery.

After the M'omen had danced for a time, a larger tire was

kindled, and tlie inon assemided from diH'erep.t parts of the

island, to tlu; number of (ifly or sixty, to amuse themselves

in their turn. Tlure was liiile more variety in their dancin--*

than in that ef the women. They first Walked round the fire

in a largo circle, closely, t)ne after another, marking time

V. V. 17. I) I) I)
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M'itli slioil sl<'|)« (o tlic iiuisio ; (lie licst daiiriT was put a(

tlit'ir head, and gavo tlio stf-p ; Iio m as also the principal

singer in the circle. After Iiaviiiij- made one round, the step

was altere.l to a wider one, and they liegan to stamp wiili

great velirnience upon the ground ; and every third or fonrtli

round, making- little teapr; off the ground with both feet, tliev

turned their faces to the fire and bowed their heads, at the

same time going on sideways. Al last, having made a do/en

or two rounds, towards the endofwhieli each one of them

ha<i ' ogun to stamp on the ground with inconceivable fury,

but more particularly the principal dancer, they all gave a

loud sliout at once, and llie dance ended.

In tM o or three minutes anotlier dance was begun, which

ended as soon, and nearly in the same May as the oilier.

There was but little difference in the figures of any of them,

and the or.Iy material difference in the songs was, that in

some of them the dancers, instead of singing the whole of the

air, came iit simply with responses to the airs sung- by the old

men. They beckoned to us to join them in their dance,

which ,ve immediately did, as it wa: ikely to please them,

and we remained on the island Milh them till two or tinee

o'clock in the morning. TheFo is something inconceivably

terrible in the sight of a number of Indians dancing thus

round a fire in the depthsofthic k Moods, and (he loud shrieks

at the end of every dance add gvcally to the horror wliich

their first appearance inspires.

They never think of dancing till the night is considerably

advanced, and they keep it up till daybreak. In the day

time they lie sleeping in the sun, or set smoking tobacco,

that is^ M hen they have nothing particular to engage them.

Though the most diligent persevering people in the world

when roused into action, yet m hen at peace M'ilh their neigh-

bours, and having gut whereMith to satisfy the calls ofhunger,

they are the most slothful and indident possible.

Tlie dances mentioned are such as the Indians amuse

licit seivtB with in common. On grand occasions they have
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[j a variefy of otiirrs imicli more mterestiiijLf to a spectator

The ilaiices wliicliyou see in common nmoni>>it the Shavncse,

and certain otiier tribes, arc also, it is said, mucli more en-

tertaining tiian tliose here described

Of their grand dances the war dance must undoubtedly,

from every account received of it, be the one most >vo''thy

the attention of a stranj^er. It is performed both on setting

out and returning from their war parties, and likewise at other

times, but never except on some very particular and solemn

occasion. The chiefs and warriors whoare about to join in

this dance dress and paint themselves as if actually out on a

varlike expedition, and they carry in their hands their war-

like wea|)ons. Being a-sembled, they seat themselves down

on their hams, in a circle, round a great fire, near to which

is placed a large post ; after remaining a short time in this

position, one of the principal chiefs rises, and placing him-

self in the centre, begins to rehearse, in a sort of recitative,

all thegallantactions \\ hich hehasever performed; he <lwells

particularly on the number of enemies he has killed, and

describes the manner in which he scalped ihem, making ges-

tures all the time, and brandishing his weapons, as if actully

engaged in performing the horrid operation. Attlie end of

every remarkable story he strikes his war club on the post

with great ftiry. Every chief and warrior tells of liis deeds

in turn. The song of one warrior often occupies several

hours, and the dance itself sometimes lasts for three or four

entire days and niglils. During this period no one is allowed

uislee|), a person who stanils at the outside of the circle be-

ing appointed (vsliose business it is) to rouse any wariior lliat

..ppears in the least tirowsy. A deer, a bear, or some other

large animal is put to roast at the fire as soon as the ilanee

begins, and while it lasts each warrior rises at will to help

himself to a piece of it. After each person In the circle has

HI lunitold of his exploits, they all rise, and join in a dance

'1 Illy fen ifying : they throw themselves into a variety of pos-

itires, and lea|>ing about in the must frantic manner, bran-
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ilisli tlxif Kiii'.c-. ;iii.! other "(vipoiis ; at the saiiip time tlicv

S( 1 lip llii- «:ir l:(i()|), ami iitlcr tlii! most (IrcadCiiI yells iiiiii-

•jiiiable. Ill tliis iiMiiiK r (lie dance terminates,

Tlie Indinii fliilt »v pipe isfdiiiiod of a thick cane, similarto

M iiat is fomid on tin; hanks of the Mississippi, and in (lie

seiitlieni parls oC the I'liited States. It is ahout two feet

or more in ieii^'tli, and has eight or nine holes in it, in one

row. It is held in the same manner as the oboe or clarinet,

iiiid (he sound is produced !)y means of a moudi piece no) un-

like (hat of a common wiiistle. The tones of the instrument

aic i)y no means iinharmonious, and they would admit of a

pleasing modulation, hut it is seldom that nil Iiuliau is found

ahle to play a rei;nlar air upon it, not even any one of the

airs nliich they commonly sini>, althoiii^h several arc; ex-

tremely fcaid of amusing- themselves with the instrninenl, and

will sit fir iioiirs together over the e abers of their cahin

fires, playing over a few melaiu holy notes Every Indian

thai can bring a sound out of the instrument, and stop the

lioles. Mliich any one may do, thinks iiimself mast<'r of it;

and the notes which they commonly produce are as iincon-

ne( ted and (inmeaniiiii' as those whicli a child would brina*

forth from a halfpenny whistle.

^'ot^^ithstandiug they are such a very friendly hospitable

people, yet few persons, who ever tasted of the pleasures

arid comforts of civil i.£i(l life, would feel any iiiclination t()

reside amongst them, on beeomiiig acquainted with their

manner ef ii^'ing. 'J he filtiiiiiess and wietchediiess of their

siiio!>\ habitations, tlie iianseonsiiess of their coinmnn food to

a pel-oil not e\t'ii of a delicate |)alate, and their general un-

cleaiiliiK ss, wiiiiid iju snfiicient to deter any one fioiii g'oing

to live ainoiigst them from choice, supposing- even that no

other reasons, operated against his doing so.

Betlilehem, the principal settlement, in North America,

of the .Miaaviaiis, or I'nited !?rethren, is most agreealily si-

tiiatid on a rising gronml, bounded on one side by the Hiver

Lehei{>li, whiih ftilis into the JJelawan> uud on the other by
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a rn;(.'k, wliioii lin« a very rapid cnrroiit, mid afl'ords oxrol-

Iciit seats for a tircjit nimdior of mills. 'J'lio town isr(>;ii-

l.irly laid out, and contains alioiit eii^lity sliono- built slono

(hv(lliM<>- liousos and a larj^c cliurcli. Tlirct.of the dMolliij;-

liiaiMS are very si)acious l)uildinf;s and aio appio[)riate<l

r< spectivoly to tlio acroininodation of tlie tininarried youiii;'

nun of tlie society, of tlic iininarried females, and of the wi-

dows. Ill these lioiises diflerent miimifintiiies are cairie<l

on, and the inmates of each arc subject to a discijilino ap-

proacliing' soinewliat to that of a monastic institution. They

eat ioi>etl)er in a refectory ; they sleep in dormitories ; they

attend mornini^' and eveniufj prayers in the chapel of the

house; they work lor a certain number of hours in the day;

md they Iiave stated intervals allotted to them for recreation,

riiey are not subjected, by the rules of the society, to per-

;)etual confinement ; but they seldom, notwithstanding, ijo

beyond the bounds of their walks and jrardens, except it be

occasionally to visit their friends in the town.

The young persons of dilferent sexes have but very little

intercourse with each other ; they never enter each other's

houses, and at church they are obliged to sit separate; a

bachelor is not permitted to ofl'cr his proposals in |)erson to

the object of his choice, but merely through the medium oftlie

superintendant of the female house. If from the report of

tiKf elders and wardens ofthe society it appears to the super-

intendant that heis able to maintain a wife, she then acquaints

her protegee with the offer, and should she consent, they are

married immediately, but if she do not, the superintendant

^elects Miiother female from the house, « bom she imagines

Mould be suitable to the young man, and on his approval of

her iiiey are as quickly inarrietl. Hasty as these inarriages

are, they are never known to bo attended witli iiuhappiness;

for being taught from theirearliest infancy to keep (hose |)as-

sions under conlrouljWhichoccasion so inti(!imis(liiefamongst

the mass of mankind ; beinginiircd to regular habitsofiiidiis.

try, and to a quiet sober life ; and being in their peaceable
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nnd retired settlements out of tlu ixiicli of those teinptntion.1

uliicli persons arc exposed to who launch forth into the Inisy

Avorld, iind who mingle with tiie multitude, the pjirties meet

with nought through life to interrupt their donui.stic repose.

Attached to th(! young men's and to the young- women's

Iiouses there are hoarding schools for hoys and girls, under

the direction of proper teachers, which are also inspected hy

the elders and wardens of the society. These; schools are

in great repute, and not only the children of Moravians are

sent to them, but also those of many genteel persons of a

diftercnt persuasion, resident in I'hiladelphia, New York,

and other towns in the neighliouring States. The boys are

instructed in the Latin, German, French, and English lan-

guages; arithmetic, music, drawing, &c. ihe girls are like-

wise instructed in these difi'erent languages and sciences, and,

in short, in every thing that is usually tau:',ht at a female

boarding school, except dancing. AV hen of a sufKcient age

to provide for themselves, the young Momen of the society are

admitted into the house destined for their acconunodation,

wliere embroidery, fine needIe-« ork, carding, spinning, knit-

ting, &c. &c. and other M'orks snitalde to females, are carried

on. A separate room is aliotteil fur every different busi-

nes.s, and a femalis somewhat older than the rest, presides in

it, to inspect the work, and preserve regularity. Persons are

appointed to disjxise of ilie several articles manufactured in

the house, and the money w hie li they produce is distributed

amongst the individuals engaged in manufacturing them,

who, after paying a certain sum towanis the maintenance ot

the house, and a certain sum Ixsides info tiie pidilicfimd of

the .-ociety, are allowed to keep the remainder lor themselves.

After the boys have finished their school education, they

are apprenticed to thebusiness which acconis most with their

inclination. Miould this be a business or trade that is carried

on in tlu! young men's house., they at once go there to Icarii

it, but if at the house of an individual in the town, they only

board and lodge at the youny men's house. If they are in-
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rlinoti Jo agriciiltiinil |)iir5;uits, tlii'y arc tlini put unilir the

rare of one of the faritieis of (lie society. The you iij;; men

Kiiljscrihe to the support of their house, and to the public

t'und, justas flie youiiy^ women <Io ; fh<' widows do the same;

and every individual in the town liltewise contributes a small

sum weekly to the "general fund of the society.

Sitiiat<'d upon the cicek, wiiicli skirts the town, (here is

a flour mill, a saw mill, an oil mill, a fulling mill, a mill

for firiiidin^f bark and dye stuff, a Ian yard, a currier's yard

;

an«l on the Leiieisrh River an extensive brewery, at which

very ftood malt liquor is manufactured. These mills. &c.

belonif to the society at lari^e, and the profits arisiiif^ from

them, the persons severally employed in condiictin<»' them

heinff first handsomely rewarded for their services, are paid

into the public fund. The lands for sonic miles round the

town, which are highly improved, likewise belong- to the so-

ciety, as does also the tavern, and the profits arising from

them are disposed of in the same manner as those arising'

from the mills, the persons employed in managing the farms,

and attending to the tavern, being nothing more than stcM--

Jirds or agents of the society. The fund thus raised is em-

ployed in relieving the distressed brethren of the society in

other parts of the worbl, in forming new settlements, and in

defraying the expense of the missions for the purpose of pro-

pagating the gospel amongst the heathens.

The tavern at Bethlehem is very cominodiuus, and it is the

neatest and best conducted one, without exception, in any

part of America, Having communicated to the landlord, on

arriving at it, a wish to see the town and public buildings, he

immediately dispatched a messenger for one of the elders,

and in less than a quarter of an hour, brother Thomas, a

lively fresh coloured little man, of about fifty years of age,

entered the room : he was dressed in a plain blue coat and

wai&tcoat, brown cordcroy breeches, and a large round hat

;

there was goodness and innocenccin his looks, and his manners

M ere so open and unconstrained, that it was impossible not
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to bt'coinc ("iimiliar willi Iiiiii nt oiirt*. Wliou wc were ready

to sally foitli, lie |)lai'C(I liimsi-Hlietweci! two of lis, aiul lean-

ing- oil our arms, and rliattiiii>- without ccrfiiioiiy, Ik; con-

(lucttMl us first to the VDiiiif'' women's lionso. Here we wire

shewn into a neat parlour, whilst brother Thomas went (o

ask pernii'ision Tor us to see tiie house. In a few minutes the

superintemlant herself came; brother 'Ihoinas introduccil

her to ns, and accompanied by them both we visited the dif-

ferent apartments.

The house is extensive, and the passages and stair-cases

are commodious and airy, but the work rooms are small, and

to such a pitch were they heated by stoves, that on enteriiijj

into them at first we could scarcely breathe. The stoves,

which they use, are built in the German style. The fire is

inclosed in a larsre box or case formed of jrlay.ed tiles, and

the warmair is thence conducted, through flues, mto similar

large cases placed in different parts of the rooms, by which

means every part is rendered equally Mann. About a dozen

females or more, nearly of the same age, Avere seated at

work in each apartment. The entrance of strangers did not

interrupt them in the least : they went on with their work,

and except the inspectress, who never failed politely to rise

and speak to us, they did not even seem to take any notice

of our being- in the room.

The dress of the sistei hood, though not quite uniform, is

very nearly so. They « ear plain calico, linen, or stiiHgowiis,

with aprons, and close tight linen caps, made with a peak

in front, and (ied under the chin with a piece of ribband

Pink ribbands are saici to be worn as a ba«lge by those mIio

are inclined to marry; however, all the unmarried women
wore them, not excepting those v liose age and features

seemed to have excluded them from every chance of becom-

ing the votaries of Hymen.

The dormitory of the fumale house is a very spacious apart-

ment in the upper story, which is aired by a large ventilator

in the ceiling. Ft contains about filYy boarded beds without
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(esters, each calculated tu hold one person. They slocp

here during winter time in the German style, between two

feather beds, to which the sheets and blankets are stitched

fast ; in summer time the heat is too great here to admit

even of a single blanket.

After having gone through tlie (lilTerent apartments of the

female house, we were conducted by the superiiiteudant into

a sort of shop, where different little articles of fancy work,

manufactured by the sisterhood, are laid out to the best ikI-

vantage. It is always exj)ected that strangers visiting the

house will lay out some trifling sum here ; and this is the

only reward which any member of the society expects for the

trouble of conducting a stranger throughout every part of

the town.

The house of the sisterhood exhibits a. picture of the ut-

most neatness and regularity, as do likewise the young men's

and the widow's houses ; and indeed the same may be said

of every private house throughout the town. The mills,

brewery, &c. which are built upon the most approved plans,

are also kept in the very neatest order.

Brother Thomas, after having shewn us the different pub-

lic buildings and works, next introduced us into the houses

of several of the married men, that were most distinguished

for their ingenuity, and in some of them, particularly at the

house of a cabinet maker, we were entertained with very

curious pieces of workmanship.

The manufactures in general carried on at Bethlehem

consist of woollen and linen cloths, hats, cotton and worsted

caps and stockings, gloves, shoes, carpenters, cabinet makers,

and turners work, clocks, and a few other articles of hard-

ware, &c.

The church is a plain building of stone, adorned with

pictures from sacred history. It is furnished with a toler-

able organ, as likewise are the chapels of the young men's

and young women's houses ; they accom|)any their hymns,

besides, with violoncellos, violins, flutes, &c. The whole

P. V. 17. £ B I
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society attoiuls the church on a Sunday, urxl wlien any one

of the society dies, all the remaining iiiuiuhf r^ attend liis

funeral, which is conducted witii great solemnity, tiiough

with little pomp ; they never go into mournini; lor their de-

parted friends.

Every house in the towu is supplied with an abundance

of excellent water from a spring, which is forced through

pipes by means of an hydraulic machine worked by water,

and which is situated on the banks of the creek. Some of

the houses are supplied with water in every room. The

machine is very simple, and would easily raise the water of

the spring, if necessary, several hundred feet.

The spring from whence the houses are supplied with

water stands nearly in the centre of the town, an<l over it, a

large stone with very thick walls, is erected. Houses like

this are very common in America; they are called spring

houses, and are built for the purpose of preserving meat,

milk, butter, &c. during the heats of summer. This spring

house in Bethlehem is common to the whole town ; a shelf

or board in it is allotted to each family, and thougli there is

no watch placed over it, and the door be only secured by a

latch, yet every person is certain of finding, when he comes

for it, his plate of butter or bowl of milk, &c. exactly in the

same state as when he put it in.

The Moravians study/ to render their conduct strictly

conformable to the priiu-iplis of the Christian religion.

Every unprejudiced person that has visited their set-

tlements must acknowledge, that their moral conduct is

truly excellent, and is such as would, if generally adopted,

make men happy in the extreme. They live together like

members of one large lamily ; the ino^t perfect harmony

subsists between them, and they seem to have hut one wish

at heart, the propagation of the gospel, and the good of

mankind. They are in general of a grave turn of mind
;

but nothing of that stidncss, or that singularity, prevalent

amongst tiie Quakers, is observable in their manners,
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WhfrcvtT tlieir society lias cxtoiided itscll' in Aineiic;i, tlie

most happy consequences liiive n-siiltdl IVdiii it ; ijiiod

order and rei»uliuity have heeonie conspicuous in the be-

haviour of liie people of tin? iici<,rlibourliood, and arts and

nuniufuctures liave iieen introduced into tht; country.

As the whole of the plot uf f^round, on which Uethlehcui

Htands, belonijs to the society, as well as the lands for u

considerahle way round the town, the INloravians hert; are

not lial)le to be troubled by intruders ; but any person that

^vill conform to their line of conduct will be received into

their society with reailiness and cordiality.

They do not seem desirous of adding to the nuniber of

houses in Uethleliem ; but whenever there is an increase of

l)eople, ihcy send them otF to another part of the country,

there to form a new settlement. 8ince Ueihlehein \vd»

founded, they have established two other towns, namely,

Nazareth and Letitz. The former of these stands at the

distance of about ten miles from Uethleliem, and in coming

down from the Blue Mountains you pass Miroui^h it ; it is

about half the size of Bethlehem, and built much oti the

same plan.

The country for many miles round Bethlehem is luost

pleasingly diversified with rising grounds ; the soil is rich,

and better cultivated than any other part of America. Until

wiiliiii a few years past this neighbourhood has been distin-

guished for the salubrity of its climate ; but feverB, cbielly

bilious and interniitlent, huve increased to a great degree of

late, and indeed, not only here, but in many other parts of

Pennsylvania, which have been long settled. Various rea-

sons have been assigned for this increase of fevers in Penn-

sylvania, but it appears most probably to be owing to the

unequal quantities of rain that have fallen of late years, and

to the uni)recedented mildness of the winters.

Bethleheiu is visited during summer time by numbers of

people from the neighbouring large towns, who ore led tlii-

tlter by curiosity or pleasure ; and regularly, tvi'ca s iceek
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throughout the year, a public stage waggon runs between it

and Pliiluiiiilpliia.

At the (lis!;ince of eighteen miles from the town of Nia-

gara or Newark, are those remarkable Falls in Niagara

Jiiver, whiih may justly he ranked amongst the greatest

natural curiosities in the known world The road leadin"-

from Lake Ontario to Erie runs within a few hundred yards

of them. This road, which is within the British dominions,

is carried along the top of the lofty steep banks of the river :

for a considerable way it runs close to their very edge, and

in passing along it the eye of the traveller is entertained

with a variety of the most grand and beautiful jjrospocts.

The river, instead of growing narrow as you proceed up-

wards, widens considerably ; at the end of nine or ten miles

it expandji to the breadth of a mile, and here it assumes

much the appearance of a lak? ; it is inclosed, seemingly on

all sides, by high hills, and the current, owing to the great

«lep<h of the water, is so gentle as to be scarcely percepti-

ble from the top of the banks. It continues thus broad for

a mile or two, when on a sudden the waters arc contracted

betwrcij the high hills on each side. From hence up to

the falls the current is exceedingly irregular and rapid.

At the upper er.d of this broai' nart of the river, and nearly

ut the foot of the banks, is situated a small village, that has

been called Quecnstown, but which, in the adjacent country,

is best known by the name of " The Landing." The lake

merchant vessels can proceed up to this village with perfect

safely, and they commonly do so, to deposit, in the stores

there, such goods us are intended to be sent higher u|> Iho

country, and to receive in return the furs, &c, that have

been collected at the various posts on Lakes Huron and

Erie, and sent thither to be conveyed down to Kiiigslon,

across Lake Ontario. The portage from this |>luce to tho

nearest navigable part of Niagara River, p'love the Falls,

iu nine miles in length.

From the toun of Niagara to Qucenstown, the country
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ill the neij^libomliooil of the river is very levoi ; out here

it puts oil ii diU'erent aspect ; a confused range of hllle,

covered with oaks of an immense size, suddenly rises up

bufure you, and the road that winds up the side of them

is so stt'cp and rugged, that it is absolutely necessary

for tin' traveller to leave iiis carriage, if he should be in

one, and proceed to the top on foot. Beyond these hills

you again come to an unbroken level country ; but the soil

here differs materially from that on the opposite side : it

consists of a rich dark earth intermixed with clay, and

abounding with stones ; whereas, on the side next Lake

Oiiterio, the soil is of a yellowish cast, in some plar^es in-

clining to gravel and in others to sand.

From the brow cf one of the hills in this ridge, which

overhangs the little village of Queenstown, the eye of the

traveller is gratiiied with one of the finest prospects that can

be imagined in nature: you stand amidst a clump of large

oaks, a little to the left of the road, and looking downwards,

perceive, through the branches of the trees with which the

liills is clothed, from the summit to (lie base, the tope of the

bouses of Queenstown, and in front of the village, the ships

moored in the river ; the ships are at least two h:;ndred feet

below you, and their masts appear like slendi'r reeds peep-

ing up amidst the thick foliage of the trees. Carrying your

eye forward, you may trace the river in all its windings,

and finally see it diieinbogue into Luke Ontario, between

the town and the fort : the lake itself terminates your view

in this direction, except merely at one part of the horizon,

where you just get a glimpse of the blue hills of Toronto.

The shore of the river, on the right hand, remains in its

natural state, covered with one continual forest ; but on the

opjiosite side the country is interspersed with cultivated

fields and neat farm houses down to the water's edge. The

country beyond the hills is unieh less cleared than that

which lies toward the town uf Niagara, uii the navig;iible

|>»rt of the river.
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From llic sudden cliani'c of the fiiee of tlie country in the

!i('li;lil)ouilio(Kl of Qiiciiistown, and the equally sudden

chaiiij^o iu tlie river wilii resj)ect to its breadth, de|)th and

current, fonjcctiires have been formed, that the threat falls

of tlKM-iver must originally have been situattnl at the wjiot

whi!re the waters are so abruptly contracted betwi.'en the

liills ; and indeed it is hi:ihly probable tint tiiis was the

ci.'se, for it is a fact well ascertained, that the falls have ru-

ce(ii"l very considerably sir.ee they were first visited by

I'Uiropeansi, and that t'ley are still reeedinj^ every year
;

Mr. Weld says, every step we advanced towards them, our

expectations ruse to a hijjher pitch ; our eyes were eon-

tinually on the look out for the column 'f white v'it vviiicli

hangs over them ; and an hundred times, i believe, did we

stop our carriage in hopes of hearing their thundering S()»n<l
;

neither, however, was the mist to be seen, nor the sound to

be heard, when we came to the foot of the hills ; nor after

havingcrossed overthem, wercour eyes or cars more gratified

This occasioned no inconsiderable disappointinent, and \vp

could not but express our doubts to each other, that the

wondrous accounts we had so fri!(|uentiy heard of the FsiIIh

were without foundation, and calculated merely to impose

on the minds of credidous people that inhabited a distant

part of the world. These (ioubts were nearly confirmed

when we foun<l that alter having a|)proached within half a

mile of the place, the mist was butjust disceruahle, and that

the sound even then was not to be heard
; yet it is neve'

-

theless strictly true, that the tremendous noise the Falls

may he distinctly heard, at times, at the distance of forty

miles ; and the cloud formed from the spray may be even

seen still farther dH'; but it is only when the air is very

clear, and tin re is a fine blue sky, which however are "^'n-

mou occu.rences in this country, that the clouds can ' >< •

'

at such a great distance. The hearing of the sound of tiic

Falls afar off also depends upon the slate of the atmos-

|ilicrc \ it is observed, that the sound can be beard at ttiu

I
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grpotest (lislancc just before a lieavy fall of rain, and wiieii

the wind is in a favourable ;>oint to convey tbe sound to-

ward tlic listener ; tlie day on which we first approached

Mic Falis was thick and cloudy-

On that part of the road Icadiuif to Lake Krie whldi

draws nearest to the falls, there is a small viliai^e, consisting

of about half a dozen stragjjiinsj houses : liere we aliijhted,

and having disposed of our horses, and miide a slight repast,

in order to prepare us for the fatigue we liad to go through,

we crossed over some fields towards a dee]) hollow place

surrounded with large trees, from the bottom of whicii

issued thick volumes of whitish mist, 'nat had nuich the

appearance of smoke issuing from birge heaps of burning

weeds. Having cume to the edge of this hollow place, we

descended a steep bank of about fifty yards, and then walked

for some distance over a wet marshy piece of ground, co-

vered with thick bushes, and at last came to the Table Rock,

so called from the remarkable fiatness of its surface, and its

bearing some similitude to a table. This rock is situated

a little to the front of the great fall, above the top of which

it is elevated about forty feet. The view from it is truly

sublime ; but before I attempt to give any idea of the nature

of this view, it will be necessary to take a more general

surey o!' the river and falls.

.S'itigiii I River issues from tlie eastern extremity of Lake
':

, ^iii',' after >x course of thirty-six miles discharges ilsclf

inL 1 A O.itario. Kor the first few miles from L.ke Krie,

tbebreu!.!' if the river is about three hundred yards, and

it is deej) enough for vessels drawing nine or ten feet water;

but the current is so extremely rajiid and irreL-'ular, and the

channel so intricate, on account of the numberless large

rocks ill different places, that no ot'ier vessels than bateaux

over at(cmj)t to piiss along it. As you p- jeed downward

the river widens, no rocks are to be seen either along the

hores or in the cliamul, and the waters glide smoollily

onjij, though the current continues very stioiig. The river
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runs thus evenly, nnd is naviijable with safety for bateaux

as far as Fort Chippeway, which is about three miles above

the falls ; but here the bed of it again becomes rocky, and

the waters are violently aj^itated by passing down succes-

sive rapids, so much so indeed, that were a boat by any

chance to be carried a little way beyond Cbippeway, where

people usually stop, nothing could save it from being dashed

t«( "• h'ug before it came to the falls. With such as-

ton impetuosity ilo the waves break on tlie rocks in

these ...,)ids, that the mere sight of tliem from the top of

the banks is sunicient to make you shudder. I must in tills

place, however, observe, that it is not only on each side of

the river that the waters arc so much troubled; in the

middle of It, though the current is also there uncommonly

swift, yet the breakers are not so dangerous but boats may

pass down, if dexterously managed, to an island which

divides the river at the very falls. To go down to this

island it is necessary to set otV at some distance above Cbip-

peway, where the current is even, and to 1- -ep exactly in

the middle of the river the whole way thither ; if the boats

wero suffered to get out of their course ever so little, either

to the right or left, it would be impossible to stem the cur-

rent, and bring them again into it; they would be irresisti-

bly carried towards the falls, and destruction must inevit-

ably follow. In returning from the island there is still

more didiculty s^nd danger than in going to it. Notwith-

etanding these circumstances, numbers of persons have the

foolhardiness to jjroceed to this island, merely for the sake

of beholding the falls from the opposite side of it, or for the

sake of having it in their power to say that they had been

upon it.

The river forces its way amidst the rocks with redoubled

impetuosity, as it apjiroaiiiic^s towards the falls ; at last

coming to the brink of the tremendous precipice, it tumbles

headlung to the bottom, without meeting with any inter-

ruptiou from rocks in its descent. Just at the precipice

n
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lie river takes a coiisidcrahlc! hond to the ritfhl, and the line

of the falls, in«tea<l of cxtrnding from h;mk to hank in tiie

sliortest direction, runs ohliciuely across. The widtli of tiie

fulls is considerably greater than tiie width of the river,

measured beliiw the precipice. Tiie river does not rush

down the precijiice in one unbroken sheet, but it is divided

by islands iiiio three distinct collateral falls. The most

stujiendous of tliese is that on the north-western or British

side of the river, commonly called the Great, or Ilorse-shoe

Fal., from its bearin;^ some resemblance to the shape of a

horse-shoe. The beii^ht of this is only one hundred and

forty-two feet, whereas the others are each one hundred and

sLxty feet high ; but to its inferior heii^ht it is indebted

j)riucipally for its fjrandeur ; the precipice, and of couise

the bed of the river above it, being so much lower at the

one side than at the other, by far t!ii> greater part of the

water of the river finds its way to the low side, an<l rushes

down with greater velocity at that side than it does at the

other, as the rapids above the precipice are strongest there.

It is from the centre of the Horse-shoe Fall that arises that

])rodigiou9 cloud of mist which may be seen so far oil'. The

extent of the Ilorso-shoe Fall can only be ascertained by

the eye ; the general opinion of those who have most fre-

quently viewed it is, that it is not less tiiin six hundred

yards in circniiifcreiu'e. The island which separates It from

the next fall is supposed to hi; about three hundred and fifty

yards wide; the second fall is about live yards wide ; tlie

next island about thirty yards; anil the third, commonly

called the Fort Schloper Fall, from being situated towards

the side of the river on which that fort stands, is adiu(l:;ed

to measure at least as much as the large island. The whole

extent of the precipice, therefore, including the islands, is,

according to this computation, thirteen hundred and thirty-

five yards. This is certainly not an exaggerated statement.

Some have suppowed, that the line ui' the falls alloLv ther

exceeds an English mile. The (piantity of water carried

P. V. 17. F r F



402 rilANK.M.S S Jul KNKV

down (he Talis is iirodi^ious. It will be iouiid to amount to

()70,25o tons per minute, though calculated simply from the

followiui; ilat:i, which ought to be correct, as coming from

an experienced commander of one of the King's shij)s on

Lake Eric, well acquainted in every respect with that body

if water. that wli Lake Er
I
to\jwards its eastern ex-

tremity, is two miles and a half wide, the watei jb six feet

deep, and the current runs at the rate of two knots in an

hour ; but Niagara river, between this part of Lake Erie

and the falls, receives the waters of several large creeks,

the (juantity carried down the falls must therefore be greater

than the foregoing computation makes it to be ; if we say

that six hundred and seventy-two thousand tons of water are

precipitated down the falls every minute, the quantity will

not probably be much over-rated.

To return now to the Table Rock, situated on the Dritish

side of the river, and ou the verge of the Horse-shoe Fall.

Here the spectator has an unobstructed view of the tre-

mendous rapids above the falls, and of the circumjacent

shores, covered witli thick woods; oftiie Horse-shoe Fall,

some yards below him ; of the Fort Schlo|)er Fall, at a dis-

tiince to the left; and of the frightful gulph beneath, into

which, if he has but courage to a|)proach to the exposed edge

of the rock, he may look down perpendicularly. The as-

tonishment excited in the mind of the spectator by the vast-

ness of the ditlVrent objects which he contemplates from

hence is great indeed, and few persons, on coming here fur

the first time, can for some minutes collect themselves sufli.-

cieiitly to be able to form any tolerable conception of the

stupendous scene before them. It is impossible for the eye

to embrace the whole of it at once ; it must gradually make

itself acquainted, in the first place, with the component parts

of the scene, each one of which is in itself an object of

wonder ; and such a length of time does this operation re-

quire, that many of those who have had an opportunity of

contemplating the scene at their leisure, for years together,

t
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have tliought that every time they bclield it, each part lias

appeared more wonderful and more sublime, and that it ha*t

oidy been at tlie time of tlieir hist visit that they have been

able to discover all the grandeur of the cataract.

Having spent a considerable tin)e on the Table Rock, we

returned to tiie fields the same way by which we had de-

scended, pursuant to the direction of the offictr of engineers

accompanying us, who was intimately acquainted with every

part of the cataract, and of the adjoining ground, and was

perhaps, the best guide that could be procured in the whole

country. It would be possible to pursue your way along the

edge oftheclift*, from the Table Rock, a considerable way

downwards ; but the bushes are so exceedingly thick, and

the ground so rugged, that the task would be arduous in the

extreme.

The next spot from which we surveyed the falls, was from

the part of the cliff nearly opposite to that enrl nf (hci Fort

Schloper Fall which lies next to (he island. You stand

here on the edge of the cliff, behind some bushes, the tops

of which have been cut down in order (o open the view.

From hence you have a better prospect of the whole cataract,

and are enabled to form a more correct idea of the |)osition

of (he precipice, than from any other jilace. The prospect

from hence is more beautiful, but I think less grand than

from any other spot. Tiie olheer who so politely directed

our movements on this occasion was so struck \>ith the view,

that he once had a wooden house constructed, and drawn

<lown hereby oxen, in which he lived until he had finished

several different drawings of the cataract : one of these

we were gratified with the sight of, which exhibited a view

of the catara£t in the depth of winter, when in a most curi-

ous and wonderful state. The ice in winter accumulates at

the bottom of the cataract in immense mounds, and huge

icicles, like the pillars of a massy building, liang pendant iu

many places from the top of the precipice, ' a<iching nearly

to the bottom.

F p F 8
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Haviiiij left this place, we returned once more tliroiigk

the woods borderinij upon tlie precij>ice to tlie open (ield!),

and then directed our course by a circi:i(ous path, about one

iniln in Icniitli, to a part of the cliiFwiiere it is possible to

descend to the button- of the cataract. The river, for many

miles below tlic precipice, is bounded on each side by steep, and

in most parts perpendicular cliffs, formedof earth and rocks,

and it is impossible to descend to the bottom of them, except

at (wo pliu'os, where lari^e masses of earth and rocks have

crumbled down, and ladders have been placed from one break

to another, for the accommodation of passengers. The first

of these places which you come to in walking along the river,

from the Ilorse-shoe Fall downwarcls, is called the " Indian

Ladder," the la<lders having been constructed there by thf»

Indians. These ladders, as they are called, of which there

are several, one below the other, consist simply of long pine

lices, with notches cut in their sides, for the passenger to

rest his feet on. The trees, even when first placed there,

would vibrate as you stepped upon them, owing to their

being so long and slender; age has rendered them still less

firm, and they now certiiinly cannot be deemed safe, though

many persons are still in the habit of descending by their

niuiins. We did not attempt to get to the bottom of the

cliff bv this route, but proceeded to the other place, which is

Ifwer down the river, called jNIrs. Simcoe's Ladder, the

ladders l\aviiig been originally placid there for the accom-

nioilution of the ludy of the governor. This route is much

more IVeipienteii than the other ; the ladders, properly so

calh'd, are strong, and firmly placed, and none of them,

owing to the i'recpiriit breaks in the cliff, are required to be

of such a great hnglli but what even a lady might pass up

or down them without fear of danger. To descend over the

nigged rocks, however, the whole way down to the bottom

of the cliir, is certainly no trifiing undertaking, and fev7

ladies, I believe, could be found of sufficient strength of

body to Ciicounter the fatigue of such an cxpeditiuu.

W"^
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On nrrivinty at tlie bottom of the clilT, you find yourself in

the midst of huge piles of mis-shapen roci<s, with great

masses of earth and rocks prujecting from the side of the

cliff, and overgrown with pines and cedars hangiii(r over your

iieud, apparently ready to crumble down and crush you to

atoms. ]\Iany of tiie large trees grow with their heads

downwards, being suspended by their roots, which had taken

sutii a firm iiold in the ground at the to|) of tlie cliff, that

wliL-n part of it gave way the trees did not fail altogether.

I Tlie river before you here is somewhat more than a Quarter

ufa mile wide ; and on the opposite side of it, a little to the

right, the Fort Schloper Fall, is seen to great advantage :

what you see of the Horse-shoe Fall also appears in a very

favourable point of view ; the projecting cliffconceals nearly

one half of it. The Fort Schloper Fall, is skirted at bottom

iiy milk white foam, which ascends in thick volumes from

the rocks ; but it is not seen to rise above the fall like

a cloud of smoke, as is the case at the Horse-shoe Fall

;

nevertheless the spray is so considerable, that it descends on

the opposite side of the river, at the foot of Simcoe's Lad-

der, like rain.

Having reached the margin of the river, we proceeded

towards the Great Fall, along the strand, which for a con-

sidtiabie part of the way thither consists of horizontal beds

of limestone rock, covered with gravel, except, indeed,

where great piles of stone have fallen from the sides of the

cliff. These liorizontal beds of rocks, in some |)laces, extend

very far into the river, forming points which break the force

of the current, and occasion strong eddies along particular

parts of the shore. Here great numbers of the bodies of

lislics, stpiirrels, foxes, and various other animals, unable

to stem the current of the river above the falls, have been

carried down the precipice. The timber is generally terribly

shattcued, and tiie carcases of all the large animals, parii>

cularly of the large fishes, are found very umch bruised. A
dreadful stencil arises frutu the quaulity uf putrid matter
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lying on tlie shore, and numborloss birds of prey, attrficU-d

by it, are always scon liovuring round the place.

Amongst tile many numerous stories current in the coun-

try, relating to this wonderful cataract> there is one that

records the hapless fate of a poor Indian, which 1 select, as

the truth is unquestionable. The unfortuniite hero of this

tale, intoxicated, it seems, with spirits, had laid himself

down to sleep at the bottom of his canoe, which was f.islened

tu the beach at the distance of some miles above the falls.

His squaw sat on the shore to watch liiin. Whilst they

were in this situation, a sailor from one of the ships of war

on the neighbouring lakes happened to pass by ; he was

struck with the charms of the squaw, and instantly deter-

mined upon enjoying them. The faithful creature, however,

unwilling to gratify his desires, hastened to the canoe to

arouse her husband ; but before she could effect her purpoise,

the sailor cut the cord by which the canoe was fastened, and

set it adrift. It quickly floated away with the stream from

the fatal spot, and ere many minutes elapsed, was carried

down into the midst of the rapids. Here it was distinctly

seen by several persons that were standing on the adjacent

shore, whose attention had been caught by the singularity of

the appearance of a canoe iu such a part of the river. The

violent motion of the waves soon awoke the Indian; he

started up, looked wildly around, and perceiving his danger,

i:istantly seized his paddle, and made the most surprising

cxui tions to save himself; but finding in a little time that all

his efforts would be of no avail in stemming the impetuosity

of the current, he with great composure put aside his paddle,

wrapt himself up in his blanket, and again laid himself down

in the bottom of the canoe. In a few seconds he was hur-

ried down the prucipice, but neither he nor his canoe were

ever seen more. It is supposed that not more than one-

third of the different things that happen to be carried down

the fulls re-»ppear at the bottom.

From the foot of Simcue's Ladder you may walk along tlie
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B(ran(l for soino distaiice without inconvenience ; liut iis you

fl|)|)roiicli the I£orse->ilioc Fall, the way becomes more and

iiioie rui^ijnd. In some places where the clilVhas crumhleil

down, huge mounds ol" earth, rocks, and trees, reachintj to

the water's edge, oppose your course ; it seems impossible to

pass them ; and indeed, without a ^uide, a stranjjer would

never find his way to the opposite side ; for to get there it

is necessary to mount nearly to their top, and then to crawl

on your hands and knees through long dark holes, where

passages are left open between the torn up rocks and trees.

After passing these mounds, you have to chmh from rock to

rock close under the cliff, for there is but little space here

between the cliff and the river, and these rocks are so

slippery, owing to the continual moisture from the spray,

wiiich descends \ery heavily, without the utmost precaution

it is scarcely possible to escape a full. At the distance of a

(Huuter of a mile from the Great Fall we were as wet, owin^

to the spray, as if each had been tiirown into the river.

Tiiere is notiiing whatsoever to prevent you from passmg

to tiie foot of the (ireat Fall; and you might even proceed

behind tiie prodigious sheet of water that comes pouring

down from the top of the precijjice, for the water falls from

the edge of a projecting rock ; and, moreover, caverns of a

very considerable size have been hollowed out of the rocks

at the bottom of the precipice, owing to the violent ebullition

of the water, which extends some way underneath the bed

of the upper part of the river. I advanced within about six

yards of the edge of the sheet of water, just far enough to

peep into the caverns behind it; but here my breath was

nearly taken away by the violent wirlwind that always

rages at the bottom of the cataract, occasioned by the con-

cussion of such a vast body of water against the rocks. I

confess I had no inclination at the time to go farther ; nor,

indeed, any of us afterwards attempted to explore the

dreary conlines of these caverns, where death seemed to

await him that should be daring enough to enter their threat-
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mini^jiiws. No words can convey an ntloqiiaCf iili;a of the

pnindeur of tlie scene at this jiluce. Your senses are iin-

jjhIIimI Iiy tlie siijlit of tli<! iinriieiise body of water lliut conies

pouriiis^ down so closely to yon fioni the topoftlie stiij)eiid-

cus precipice, and hy ilie tliundering sound of tiie hillows

dashini; against the rocky sides of tlie cnverns below
; yuu

tremble witii reverential fear, when you consider that a blast

of tiie whiilwiiid iniijlit sweep you from oiF the slippery

rocks on which you stand, and precipitate you into the dread-

ful gulph beneath, from whence all the power of nmu could

not extricate you; you fee! what an insignificant being you

are in the creation, and your mind is forcibly impressed with

an awful idea of the power of that mij^hty Being who com-

inasded the waters la flow.

Since the Falls of Niagara were first discovered lliey have

receded very considerably, owing to the disruplure of the

rocks which form the precipice. The rocks at bottom ar»

first loosened by the constant action of water upon them;

they are afterwards carried away, and those at lop bei-ig

thus undermined, are soon broken by the weight of thf

water rushing over them ; even within the memory of many

of (he present inhabitants of tiie country, the falls have re-

ceded several yards. Thecomniodoreof the King's vessels on

L.ike Erie, who had been employed on that lake for ui>ward9

of thirty years, sai<i, that when he first came into the country

it was a common practice for young men to go to the island

in the middle of the falls ; that after dining there, tiiey used

frequently to dare each other to walk into the river towards

certain large rocks in the midst of the rapids, not far from

the edge of the falls; and sometimes to proceed through the

water, even beyond these rocks. No such rocks are to be

seen at present ; and were a man to advance two yards into

the river from the island, he would be inevitably swept away

hy the torrent. It has been conjectured, that the Falls of

Niagara were originally situated at Qnnenstown ; and indeed

the more pains yuu take to examine the course of the river
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from the preseiU falls down wani, the more reason is (here t<>

iiii:i!;ine that such a coiijeetiire is well founded. Fruiu tlie

precipice newrly down to Queenstown, the hed of tiie river

is strewed wilh luri^u rocks, and tiie hanks are hroken and

rui^i^ed ; circumstances which plainly denote tiiat some (rreat

disruj)tion has taken place aloni^ this part of the river; nnj

we need he at no loss to account for it, as liiere are evident

marks of the action of water upon the sides of the banks,

and considerably above their present bases. Now the river

has never been known to rise near these marks durinir the

greatest floods; it is plain, therefore, tiiat its bed must have

been once much more elevated than it is tit present. Below

Queenstown, however, there are no traces on the banks to

lead us to imaj^ine that liie level of the water was ever much

hi^htr (here than it is now. The sudden increase of the

depth of the river just below the hills at Queenstown, and

its sudden ex|)ansion there at the same time, seem to indi-

cate that the waters nmst for a j^reat leni;;th of time have

f.illen from the top of the hills, and thus have formed that

extensive deep basin belovr the villaije. In the river, a mile

or two above Queenstown, there is a tremendous whirlpool,

owinif to a deep hole in the bed ; this hole was probably also

formed by the waters fallini^ for a threat leni^tli of time on the

xame spot, in consequence of tlic rocks which composed the

then precipice having- remained firmer than those at%any

other place did. 'I'railition tells us, (hat the i^reat fall, in-

stead of liavinij been in the form of a horse-shoe, once pro-

jected in the middle. For a century past, however, it has

remained nearly in the present form ; and as the ebullition

of the water at the bottom of the cataract is so much tjreater

at the centre of this fall than in any other part, and as

the water consequently acts with more force there in under-

minin;; the precipice than at any other part, it is nut unlikely

that it may remain nearly in the same form for ajjes to

come.

At the botton\ (f the Ilorse-shoc Fall is found a kind of

P. V. 18. (J .1 «
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wliilu coiicic'.e siil)sli\iicf, by the people of tliv! buuntry,

called sjjiiiy. Some pirsoii-i have sii|»j»osed that it is fonned

from earthly I'/iirticles ol" the water, which desceiirtiiiir.

owiii<f to their i;reat S|)('eilic gravity, (|iiieker than the odier

particles, adhere to the rocks, and are there foriiK^d into a

mass. This coiiereto substance lias precisely the nppear-

ancf. of petrified froth ; and it is remarkable that it is found

adheriiii^ to those rocks ugiiinst .vhich the greatest qmntity

of the froth that Jloats upon the water, is washed by the eddies.

We did not think of ascending the clifl' till the eveninuf

was far advanced, and had it been ])ossiblc to have found

our way up in the dark, I verily beiiev we should have

remained at the botluui of it until inidiiight. Just ns we

left the foot of the great fall the sun broke throtigh the

clouds, and one of the most beautiful and perfect rainbows

that ever I beheld was exhibited i.; the sjiray liiat arose

from the fail. It is oidy at evening and morning llial the

rainbow is seen in perfection ; for the banks of the river,

and the steep precipice, shade the sun from the spray at the

bottom of the fall in the middle of the day.

The Falls of Niagara are much less dillicult of access

now than they were some years ago ; Charlevoix, who

visited them in the year 17-20, tells us, that they were only

te be viewed from one spot ; ui.d that from thence the sj)ec-

tatoi h:){\ oidy a side prospect iif them. Had he been able

to have descentled to the bottom, he would have had ocular

demonstration of the existence of cuverUo underneath liie

preci|)ice which he supposed to be the case from thi! hollow

tjouiid of the falling of the wat<>rs ; from the number oi'

carcases washed up there on dlirertMil |)arts of the strand,

he would also have been convinced of tiic truth of a cir-

cumstance which ho totally disbelieved, namely, that fish

were oltentimes unable to stem the rapid current ai)ovi> the

falls, and were consequently carrie<l down the preeipiee.

The most favimr ble season ibr visiting tie falls is about

the iiiiddte of September ; for then the woods are seen in all

i
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(heir glory, beaiitiriiily viiricgntcil wiili tlio rich tints ol'nu-

Uuv.n ; and tlie spectiitor is not tlion iiimoy<;ci with viTinin.

In the suinnier season yon meet wish rattle-snakes at every

step, and rnusquitocs swaru) so thiekly in tile air, that to

use II common phra.se oftiie country, " you miglit cut them

with a knife." Tlic cold nii^hts in tiiC beginniiiij of Sep-

tember encctuajly banish tliesc noxious animal>i.

'IMic natives wlio visit Cuniberland House calculate the

value of all articles by heaver skins ; a black fox skin or a

large boar skin is c<juiil to lour beaver SKins, and so of all

olbcr animals, A fowling piece will purchase (il'lecn beaver

skins, and a coarsi; woollen blanket is e<pial to eight skins.

Tliese regulations do nut bear a correct projjortion as to

their Cv)st by the trading companies ; but having obtained

('.lis standard, their dealings arc regulated by this rule.

The Indians obtain credit for their ai tides in the autumn,

and are to repay by skins which they procuicby hunting in

the com -e of the winter. In general they faithfully fulfil

their engagements.

The Hudson's Bay Company have ubout thirty men at

Foil Cutiiberlaiul, and about the same number of women

and children. The North-west Company have still a greater

uuinber. Their support is princij)ally fish caught at Heaver

Lake, about filty miles distunce, where nearly three thou-

sand were caught during the season '.n which (y'aptain Frank-

lin's party wintered there.

The greater part of the servants of the coiupany take

Iiidiaji women for their wives, and their progeny are be-

coming Very numerous. There is indeed but little restraii,.

upon their mural conduct; and as there is not the npp »-

tuuity of much education, they cannot be ex])i'c(ed to uiaiii-

fest sentiiiieiils and feelings ivhich are congenial to European

manners. The girls are frcijuently wives at twelve years of

age ; and sometimes they sell their wives lor a seas^di or

iltogelher, receiving some sm;ill articles in exchange.

iiijvidg given a description of tho names, character, Bud

a u u 2
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general h.ibits ot n iiiiy ol llu> various tribes scatteretl o»er

the cold iiurtlifrn |):ir(s of America, it will be |)ro|ier to re-

fiuiiie the nurnitive.

Ca[)taiii Friiiikliii havinij lietermiiied to proceed (luring

the winter beyond tlie (Jreal Slave Lake, as stated in tiie

former part of this work, in order to procure such fnrtiior

infornuilion as (lie servants of the Companies resident tliere

nvi^lit atfbrd, and beln;^ furnished vvitli the lu-cessary etpiii)-

menis, set out on liis journey on the 18th of January, 1820.

The party consisted of Captain Franklin, Mr. Back, and

Joiiii Ile|)burn. Kacli in<lividual carried a blanket, a

batoliet, a Hint., sltel and tinder. They had two sle(l:;es,

und two cariolt's, which is a jlcdife witli a coveriu':; of lea-

ther nftixed so as to embrace tiie lower part of tlie body.

They wore leathern trowsers, whicli closed round the mo-

cassins or Indian shoes, so as to keep out the snow. The

gentlemen who managed tlie concerns of the two companies

proviileil the dojjs which were necessary (o draw the sledges,

and proper [lersons to drive them. They also attended to

the pro* ding and arrangement of the articles necessary to

be t:!.. '»n, V. .iicli when stowed in the sledges, almost filled

them. Three dogs were attached to each sledge, which

when filled was rather more than three hundred |>ound8,

and with this the dogs generally proceeded at the rate of

iihout fifteen miles a day. Dr. Richardson, .Mr. Hood und

Mr. Connolly accomiianied the party a short distance, and

then returned to Cumberland House, bidding farewell for

a season to their companions

Mr. IMackenaie ol' the lIudBoii's Buy Conij)any joined the

party with four sleilgcs, having to go to Isle a la Crosse.

The snow being di.-ep the party proceedtut in a line, so thai

each followed in the same track. After proceeding about

bi.\ miles they iMieamped f<n- tin night; after clearing the

gruuiid and covering the place with branches id' trees, they

piead their blankets upon them, and in.ikijig a good firn

coii;i:orfi,d ili(;iii;.elves to '•Iimji in llie npi ii air.
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Oil the third day of Iheir journey llicy were overtaken hy

Mr. Isbestur, belonging to (he Hudson's Bay Ccnipaiiy,

and an Orkney man who was si servant of tlie Company.

Mr. Isbester's province was to colleet furs from tlie Indian-^.

For this purpose he had to seek out the Indians on parts of

this dreary waste where it liad been previously agreed t'xy

should hunt. With this precarious information he went for-

ward apparently without concern, although he had not more

than a week's provision ; and although it frequently occurs

that the Indians remove from tlie a|>poinied places of meet-

ing when their efforts are attended with but little success
;

iiuieed he had on a fornier journey been four days without

food either for himself or dogs.

On the twenty-fourth they met with two dead red deer,

at the base of a precipice. It was supposed that they had

been driven over the precipice by a party of wolves. It is

naid that while a herd is (piietly grazing, the widves,

wild are upon the watch for their prey, will often assemble

ill great numbers niid so surround the herd, that having no

means of escape any other way, they jump from these high

dills and are often killed by the fall. A wolf this day passed

close by the man tliat was beating the track, but offered no

violence.

On the twenty-sixth, after travelling seventeen miks, they

came to a deserted house belonging to the Company at

Upper Nipjieween, where they |)assed the night ; but the

dilapidated state of the house, being without doors or win-

dows, afforded them so little shelter, that tin y found the

place less comfortable than sleeping in the open air. The

following morning was severely cold ; but as tlieie was little

wind they did not experience more incouvenieiiee than lor-

uierly, und found that it was not altogether llie tempurature

;'f the weather, but the force of the wind, which affected their

feelings the most.

In the course of the (wenty-sevonth the party passed the

lum-i of an estaldi.iiiiH'nt \Uiieli the li.uliMs hiul Imtm lofii-
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V filled to abandon thiousli the fraudulent habits of llic dtoiia

Indians, who not only stole all tliey possibly could, but some

years previous had murdered the party who resided here.

On the twenty-ninth the party arrived at a place near th«

N"t-settin(j Iliver, where there is a figure of their god

Kepoochikawn, which was formerly held in veneration

and is still rpsi)octed. Formerly od'.'rinjrs were made to it

in abundance, but the reputation in which this iioil was held

has much declinedt By this time the provisions became

scarce, and the dogs had been so scantily sup|)lied that tin?y

forced oj)en a box, containing various other articles, to pro-

cure a small piece of meat which had been placed there for

security.

At day-light on the thirty-first the party renewed their

journey, anxious to get to Carlton House, the next station

of the Hudson's llay Company. Here tli(!y arrived about

noon, and met with a welcome reception from JMr. Pru<leiis,

who had charge of the place. They were <piickiy suj)|>lied

with buffalo steaks, to a])pease their hungry n|)peliies ; and

afterwards enjoyed the further comforts of a change of

dress, having travelled for fourteen days without possessing

tlio means of doing so.

Captain Franklin felt disappointed at learning that a party

of the Stone Indians had left the house the preceding day,

ns he was particularly deairona of seeing tlieni ; however be

was afterwards so far gratified as to find that every day dur-

ing his residence at Carlton House, one or more of these

people came there. Their appearance indicated nothing of

that ferocity of character which is attributed to tliem. Their

conntenancos are affable and pleasing, their eyes large and

expressive, nose nijuiline, teeth white and regular, the

forehead bold, the cheek-bones rather high. Their figure

is usually good, above the middle si«e, with slender, but

well proportioned limbs. Their colour is a light copper,

>Tn(l they have a profusion of very black hair, which hangs

over the ear's, and shades the face. Their •Irc'-s, which in
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j'Xli'cmely neat and convenient, consists of a vcm and trow-

sers of leather fitted to the body ; over tliesc a bull'do robe

is thrown gracefully. These dresses are in general cleaned

willi white mud, a sort of marl, though some use red eartii,

a kind ot bog- iron-ore ; but this colour neither looks so

light, nor forms such an agreeable contrast as the white witii

the black hair of the robe. Their quiver hangs behind them,

and in the hand is carried the bow, with an arrow always

ready for attack or defence, and sometimes they have a gun
;

they also carry a bag containing materials for making a fire,

some tobacco, the calumet or pipe, and whatever valuables

tlioy possess. This bag is neatly ornamented with porcupine

({uills. Thus equipped, the Stone Indian bears himself with

an air of jjcrfect independence.

The only articles of European commerce they require in

exchange for the meat they furnish to the trading post, are

tobacco, knives, ammunition, and spirits, and occasionally

some beads, but more frequently buttons, which they string-

in their hair as ornaments. A successful hunter will proba-

bly have two or tliree dozen of them hanging at equal dis-

tances on locks of hair, from each side of the forehead. At

the end ol tliese locks, small coral bells are sometimes at-

tached, which tingle at every motion of the head, a noise

which seems greatly to delight tliu wearer ; sometimes strings

of buttons are bound round the head like a tiara ; and a

hunch of feathers gracefully crowns the head.

The Stone Indians steal whatever they can, particularly

horses; thi.'sc animals they maintain are common property,

sent by the Almighty for tlie general use of man, and there-

fore may be taken wherever met with; still they admit the

right of the owners to watch them, and to prevent theft if

])ossible. This avuwetl disposition on their part calls torth

tile strictest vigilance at the different posts ; iiotwilhstaml-

iiig which the most daring attacks are often made with suc-

cess, sometimes on parties of three or four, but oftener on

tndividuals. About two years ago a band of them had (ha
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auilacity to attcm])t to liikc away some horsps wliich vvere

gruKiiiij liffore the g:»le of tlic North-west Coiii|)iiny'« fort

;

ami, after braving tlic fire from tiu; fow jx'oplc liicii at the

est hiifehiiieiit throiii{h tin; whole (I ly, unil returning tiicir

shuts occa on ally, they aitualiy succeeded in their enter-

l)rize. Ono man was kiilerl on each side. They usnaily

fitrij) defenceless j)ersons whom they meet of all their gar-

ments, hut ])articularly of those whicii have hiittons, and

leave them to travel home in that state, however severe the

weather. If resistance be expected, they not iinfrcquently

murder before they attem])t to rob. The traders, when they

travel, invariably keep some men on guard to prevent sur-

prise, whilst the others sleep ; and^)rten practise the strata-

gem of lighting a fire at sun-set, which they leave burning,

and move on after dark to a more distant encampment—yet

these precautiotis do not always bnflle the (le|)redators. Siicli

is the description of men whom the traders of this river have

constantly to guard against. It must re<iuire a long resi-

dence among tiiem, and much experience of their manners,

to overcome the appreliensions their hostility and threats are

calculated to excite. Through fear of having their jtrovision

and su|)j»Iios entirely cut oil", the traders are often oldiged to

overlook the grossest offences, even murders though the

ileliiKpients present themselves with unblushing eilioutery

almost immediately after the fact, and jjorhaps boast of it.

Till V do not, OH detection, consider themselves under any

obligation to deliver up what they have stolen without re-

ceiving ail e(|uivalent.

The Stone Indians keep in amity with their neighbours

the Crees from motives of interest ; and the two tribes utiite

in determined liostility against the nations dwelling to the

westward, which are generally called Slave Indians—

a

term of reproach applied by the Crees to those tribes against

whom they have wagedbuccessful wars. The Slave Indiana

are said greatly to

bUCCd

rcsein he .Stone Indians, being equally
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desperate unil (l;u in;;' in their acts of aggrebsiou and dis-

honesty towards the traders.

These parties go to war almost every summer, arui sctmc-

times muster three or four liundrt'd horsemen on each side.

Their leaders, in approaehinf; tlie toe, exercise all the eiui-

tion of (he most skiltiil ijencrals ; and whenever either party

considers that it has stained the best jrroiind, or (inds it can

surjjrise the otlier, the attack is made. They advance at

once to close quarters, and the slaiii^hter is consecpienlly

great, though the hattle may be short. 'l"he jjiisoiiers of

either sex are seldoii) spared, but siain on the spot with

wanton cruelty. Tlie dead are scalped, and be is cunsi-

dered the bravest person who liears the greatest number of

scalps from the field. These are afterwards attached to his

V. ar dress, and worn as proofs of bis prowess. The victori-

ous party, during a certain time, blacken their faces and

(!very part of their dress in token of joy, and in that stale

I
(licy often come to the establisbmeiit, if near, to testify their

delight by dancing and singing, bearing all the horrid in-

signia of war, to display their individual feats. When i'l

MiDurning, tliev completely cover their dress and hair with

white mud.

On the sixth of February the party accompanied Mr. Pru-

dens to an encampment of Cree Indians, about six ndles

(roin the house. The largest tent belonged to the chief,

who gave them a hearty welcome. Fresh grass was spread

1)11 tiie ground, and butFalo skins placed for them to sit on.

Alter a short conversation the English party invited the

Indians to sinoke the calumet, upon which others joined the

|)arty, and the women and children retired, as was always

the custom on such occasions. The calumet having been

liglited, on being handed to the chief, he pointed with it to

the four cardinal points, and taking three wbiil's gave the

caluuiet to the Indian who sat next him ; this person having

taken the saine number of whifls handed it to the next and

thus it went round. After this some spirits inix^'d with

r. V. IB. n 11 u
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Wilier were luuulid td the cliiel", on receiviiiaf wliicU lie ad-

dressed a prayer to the Great S\mit that he would cause

plenty of bufFalues to come into their pound, tijat they all

might enjoy health, and also other hlessings. In the course

of his supplications, his companions frequently exclaimed

aha ! Having concluded his address, he drank of the licpior

and passed it to the next, and it went round as before. When

these ceremonies were concludcdi tlie whole »)artv indulged

more freely in smokuig and drinkin;; as suited their inclina-

tions. One individual Indian however not indulging in tlie^^e

pursuits, was rediculed for his forlicarance ; but it ap))cared

by the statement of the residents at Carlton Mouse, that his

conduct as a hunter, and in all his dealings, was most con-

sistent and upright, and that his refraining from a ])articipii-

tion of these indulgences was in consequence of his con\ic-

tion of their injurious tendency.

During the above visit some Stone Indians arrived, and

were invited to partake of the entertainment. Ca])tain

Franklin being considered by these people as a considerable

chief, took upon himself to harangue them on the necessity of

their being kind to the traders, and in being careful to pro-

vide them with provisions and skins. He also re<iuired them

not to commit thefts, and said that if they attended to his ad-

vice he would mention their conduct to their (ireat Father

(by which they understand tlie king of Great Britain), and

that in so doing they would acquire his esteem and friend-

ship. To this advice they all attentively listened and pro-

mised to pay due attention to it.

Having finished this address, the English party went to

visit different tents and also the butralo puund.

This pound was a fenced circular space of about a hundred

yards in diameter ; the entrance was banked up with snow,

to a sufficient height to prevent the retreat of the animals that

once have entered. For about a mile on each side of the

road leading to the pound, stakes were driven into the ground

at nearly equal distances of about twenty yards ; these were
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iiilt'iulfd Id rej>r(>st'iii mt'ii, and to deter tlic qiiiiiuilM from

diti-inptiiij^ to break out on eitlierslde. Within fifty or sixty

\ arils Iron) the pound, branches of trees were plnccd between

iiit'^t; siiikes (() screen tlio Indians, who lie down beliiiid

thfiii lo iiwiiit tlie upproacli of the buffalo.

The princi|)al dexterity in this species of chase is sliewn

liy till! liorst-nuMt, who have to inanceuvre round the herd

in till! plains i.o as to urge thiiii to enter tlie broadway, which

is ahoni a (piarter of a mile broad. When this has been

accoinplislu^d, they raise loud shouts, ami, pres'iing close

upon the animals, so terrify them that they rusii lieedleHsly

forward toward the snare. When they have advanced as

fur as the men who are lyins in ambush, they also rise, and

increase the consternation by violcntshoutin<; and ririii!^ epulis.

The afFrighted beasts haviniy no alternative, run direct/y to

the pound, where they are (|uickly despatched, either with

an arrow or i?""-

Other modes of killing the hulFalo are practised with suc-

cess. A hunter mounted on horseback, on seeing a herd of

Imiralos, will select one individual and strive to separate him

from the rest. When he hath accomplished thi«, he will pre-

vent his joining the herd again, and when he linds that he

has approaclied suiViciently near he fires at the bea^t and it is

seldom he misses wounding the animal. Considerable dan-

ger accompanies this pursuit ; for when closely pressed the

buirdo will turn suddenly upon his pursuer, attack the horse

and sometimes dismount the ri<l('r. Another mode of kil-

ling the buflttio is by approaching the herd on foot, unper-

ctived, which retpiires much caution, as if the person be

noticed they take to flight. This animal is of an uncouth

shape, with shaggy rurling hair about the head, especially

in the bull buflalo.

A party of Stone Indians being encamped in this neigh-

bourhood, several of the party expressed a wish top4y them

H visit, but were dissuaded by the traders infornoaig them

11 H h2



420 FRANKLINS JOCKNKY

that they were sutltiing under the hoopiiiir cougli and mea-

sles, whitli till' Indians believed to Imve been introduced

amoiii; them by some of (he people beiongini^ to the Com-
pany : in which case it was not improbable that these aavnges

might seek levenj^e by the death of some of the party.

These diseases liad carried ofl' nearly three hundred of the

Indians.

Carlton House i» situated on a flat ground within a short

distance of tlie river. The land produces wheat, barley,

potatoes and oats. The object of this station is to obtain a

depot of |)rovisions, which is converted into pcmmican and

forms the principal support of tliose agents of the ('om|)any

who pass Ibis way. The mode of making pcmmican is as fol-

lows : the wheat is dried by a fire or in the sun ; it is then

pounded, and the proportion of one third of melted fat is

iidded to it and well mixed. It is then put into leathern bags

and closely pressed ilown, after which it is ]>utinto a cool place

to be used as emergencies may require. In this state it will

remain fit for use for a year and sometimes for a mucli

greater length of time. At La Montee, adjoining Carlton

House, the station of the North-west Company, there were

about one hundred and tliirty persons, men, women and

children, who consumed ujjwards of seven hundred jjounds

of buflalo meat daily. Kach man had an allowance of eight

pounds. It must be noticed however that they had no corn

or vegt'tal)les.

Having rested lor a few days at Carlton House, on tlie

n'ntli of l'\bruary the party set forwards on their jou. :iey to

I^le a la Crosse. They rectived from the agents of both the

Hudson's Biiy and Noith-west Company, such a supply of

provisions and olhrr necessaries as t!i<y required. On tiie

tcuili, uCter ascending a hill and passingtlirough a wood, they

caiiii! in view of Luke Iroquois. On their road tliey came

to the remains of an Indian hut, adjoining to wliich was a

pile of wood. 'I'iie C.iiKuiian Indians belonging to tho

party, suppusing tiiat provisions were buried under llie
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pile, (le(eiii)iiie(l to aenrcii for them ; but instead of provi-

sions tlit>y found tiie body of a female wmpped in leather,

and vvliich n|)|)arently hid not been long interred. A fishing

line, a hatcliel, a di.>>h and iha clothes Hhe had formerly worn,

were placed beside the body. On the fourteenth they came

to a beaten track, and soon met an Indian of the Iroquois

iiitioii "ho hel(in!j;ed to a party that were procurinjj pro-

visions and furs Cor the Noith-west Company. On arriv-

ini; at the place where his stores were preserved, he

iii\ited the party to spend the day, which however tliey

declined The Canadians, whose voracious appetites were

iilwiys cravinij, received a present from him before they

parted. One of the sledjjes hail been so much broken as to

become useless, and the loadinij was divided amontf the others.

Til-' same day they fell into another track, which shortly

.)! lU^Mtt them to some Indian huts of the Cree nation, who

were htintiiii!; for beavers.

On the ^i\le,'hth they met an Indian and his family who

liid just lelt (Jieeii Lake ; and as they described the road as

well beaten, Captain Franklin and his party resolved to

altempt reaeliiiiuf it before tht^y encamped ; but notwithstaiid-

iiii; their utmost ell'urts they were not able to reach this post

until the followina' day to breakfast. On their arrival they

ucre very kindly received by Mr. INTacfarlane, who was in

cluir-^e of the house occupied by the Hudson's liay Com-

jjiiiiy. The party afterwards paid a visit to Mr. Duf^ald

Cameron, who resided at a station occupied by the North-

west Company on the opposite side of the river. Thisgen-

li(man received the party with expressions of the greatest

kindness, and honoured them with a salute of small arms.

These eslablishuients are small, but said to be well situated

for procuring furs ; as the numerous creeks in their vicinity

are much resorted to by the beaver, otter, and musquash.

The residents usually obtain a superabundant supply of pro-

vision. This season, however, they barely had suiEcient for

their own support, owing to an epidemic which incapacitated
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the Indians for liiiiitiii^-. 'I'lie (jieuii Lake lies nearly north

and south, is eij^htetn miles in length, and does not exceed

one mile and a iialt' of hreudtli in any part. Tin: water in

deep, and it is in conseciiienee one of the hist lakes in the

country that is frozen. li^xeellent littameg and trout are

caught in it from March to Deeomher, hut after that time

most of t';u fish remove to some larger lake.

The parly reii lined two days waiting the return of some

men wiio had !. j<") sent to the Indian lodges for meat. They

dined with Mr. Cameron, and received from him many

useful suggestions respecting their future operations. This

gentleman having stated that provisions would, probably, be

very scarce ne>t sjiring in th<: Atludiasca department, in

consequence of the sickness ot the Indians during the hunt-

ing season, undertook to cause a su])ply of pemmican to be

conveyed from the Saskatchav/an to Isle a I:i Crosse for use

during winter, and Captain Franklin wrote to apprize Dr.

Richardson and Mr. llood, that tiiey would find it at the

latter post wlien they passed ; and also to desire them to

bring as much as the canoes would stow from Cumberland.

On the twentieth, having been supplied with provisions

and all necessary articles, the party set forward on tiieir

jdurney. On taking their departure they were honoured

with a salute of fire arms, which were fired by the females,

the men being all absent. They found the advantage of the

necessary articles they had just received at the (jreen Lake
;

and wrapped up in their bulValo skins, and seated in their

cariolcs, or sledges, they ])roeeeded on their journey through

the whole of the day, notwithstanding the wcatlier was ex-

tremely cold

On the twenty-third tiiey received a supply of provisions,

which Mr. Clark, the resident agent of the Hudson's Bay

Company at Lake a la Crosse, had sent for tlunn, which

place they reached the same evening. Mr. Clark gave the

party a most hearty welcome, receiving them under a tire of

mall arms ; and Mr. Itethutie, who was in chnrn^e of a
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liouse occupied by tlic North-west Company, manifested an

equally kind disposition.

'I liese establishments are situated on the soutliern side of

the lake, and close to eacli other. They are forts of con-

siderable imixirtanee, beini^ placed at a point of coiiummi-

cation with the English River, tlic Athabasca, niid Colum-

bia districts. The country around them is low, and inter-

sected with water, and was forn.erly much frecpiented by

beavers and otters, which, however, have been so much

bunted by the Indians, that their nundior is g'reatly decreas-

ed. The Indians frequcntintf these forts are the Crees and

tiome Cliipewyans ; tlwy scarcely ever come excejst in the

s-jM-ini^ and autumn ; in the»l'ormer season to brin-^ (heir

winter's collection of furs, and in the latter to get the stores

ihey require.

Three Chipcwyan huls arrived durint^ (heir stay, to report

wliat furs the band to which they heloni^ed bad ci'heefed, mikI

to desire they miglit be sent f(ir ; the Indians b;ivini; de-

clined briiii^intj either furs or meat themselves, since the

opposition between tlie Companies comment eil.

Isle a la Crosse Lake receives i(s name frnm i\n island

situated near the fort>i, on whieh the Indians formerly as-

sembled annually to amuse themselves at the j^aine of the

Cross. It is justly celebrated for al)undance of the finest

(ittametj, which weii;h from five to fifteen pounds. The re-

sidents live principally uixm this most delicious fish, which

fortunately can be eaten a Ion:; (inn; without disrelish. It is

plentifully caught with nets throughout the year, except for

two or three months.

On the 5tli they rccomir.cnced their journey, having lieeii

supplied with the means of conveyance by both the Com-
panies in eijual proportions. ]Mr. Clark accompiiided the

party with the intention of going as far as tiic boundary of

liis district. This gentleman was an experienced winter

traveller, and caused the men to arrange the cncamjMiient



4L»« I'H.VNK LIN S Jul, KNI'.Y

with injie atteiuion to comlort and "^lieltcr than llu;ir former

compaiiioiis had done.

On tlie seventh of IMarch they arrived at a house belonaj-

ing to tlie North-west Company and received a Iiearty wel-

come from Mr. ]Mac IMurray, one of the partners. This post

is freqncnled by only a few Crees and Chipewyans. 'l\w

country round is not suiricientiy stocked with animals to anbnl

support to many families, and the traders subsist ahnust

entirely upon fish caui^ht in the uiitumn, prior to the lake

iteinj^ frozen ; but t!ie water being shallow, they remove to a

tleeper part, as soon as the lake is covered with ice.

Mr. Mac Alurray srave a dance to his voyagers and tin;

women; a treat which they expect on the arrival of any

stranger at the post.

On the tenth the parly set forward on their journey, and

following in a beaK-n path iiiadf^ considerable progress.

Passing the Methye Lake, they came to a trading |)ost occu-

pied by some of the hunters. On tlie thirteenth "Mr Clurl;

took his leave oi' the parly, and set out on Ids return to IjIs

residence near Isle a la Crosse. Ciossing a small lake, they

gradually ascended hills beyond it, until they arrived at tli<-

summit of a lofty chain of mountains commanding the mo''

picturesque and romantic prospects. Two ranijes of bi:;'i

bills ran parallel to each other for several miles, until I'l

faint blue haze hid their particular characters, when I hi y

slightly changed their course, and were lost to the view.

The space between them is occupied by nearly a level plain,

through which a river pursues a meandering comse, and ri'

ceives supplies from the creeks and rills issuing from (li-

mountains -in each side. The prospect was delighlul even

amid the snow, and though marked with all the cheerhsn

characters of winter.

Crossing the Cascade Portage, which is (he last on iln'

way to the Aliiabasca Luke, they came to some Indian teiii^^,

containing five families, belonging to the Chipewyan tniie.
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They smoked the calumet in tlio chief's tctit, whose name

was the Tliumh, and distributed some tubaccu and a weak

mixture of sj)iiils and water amonir tlie men. They received

tills civility with much less grace tluin the Crees, and seemed

to consider it amatter of course. There was an utter r.ef^lect

of cleanliness, and a total vviiiit of comfort in tlu.'ir tents;

and the poor creatures were n.iser.ihly cldtlied. Mr. Fra/vr,

who accoaipanied Ca|)tain Franklin I'rom the 31ethye Lake,

accounted for their beinsr in this forlorn condition by eX-

jjlaining, that this band of Indians hid recently destroyed

every thing they possessed, as a token of their great grief for

the loss of their rel.itivcs in the prevailing sickness. It

appears that no article is spared by tlnse uidiappy men

when a near relative dies ; their clothes and tents are cut to

j)ieces, their guns broken, and every other weapon rendered

useless, if some person do not ren.ove tlie-e articles from

their sight, which is seldom done. .Mr. Buck sketched one

of the children, which delighted tlie father very much, who

charged the boy to be very good since bis picture had been

drawn by a great chief.

On the IGlli they came to some Indian hidgo, which be-

longed to an old Chipewyan chief, named the Sun, and his

family, consisting of five hunters, their wives and cliililren.

They were delighted to see the party, and when the object

of the expedition iiad been explained to them, expressed

themselves much interested in the progress. The party

smoked with them, and gave each person a glass of mixed

s|)irils and some tobacco. A Canadian servant of the Norih-

west Company, who was residing with them, said that this

family had Inst numerous relatives, and tlnit the destruction

of property, which had been made after their deaths, wait

the only cause for the pitable condition in which they now

were, as the whole family were industrious hunters, and

therefore, were usually better provided with clothes, and

<)tlier useful articles, than most of the Indians. They pur-

chased a piirof snow shoes, in exchange lor some atnmuni*

P. V. 18. ill
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tioii. Tlie Cliipewyatis are celebrated lor making them good

and easy to walk in ; some were upwards of six feet long, ami

three broad. Willi these unwiehily clogs an active hunter,

in the sjiring, when tiiere is a crust on the surface of the

snow, will run down a moose or red deer.

On tlie IStli they mot two persons belonging to the es-

tablishment at Pierre an Calumet; and following the track,

j)ioc'pei!c(l with expedition, although the weather was stormy,

and on the following day arrived at the station occujiied by

the North-west Company. Mr. Stuart, one of the partners,

re sided at this post, and received the j)arty with marks of

great kindness. This gentleman having travelled across the

country until he reached the Pacific Ocean, was well quali-

fied to "^ive advice with resjiect to the best modes of travel-

ling, and to state the obstacles in the way. His passage to

the Pacific had been by the river Columbia, so that he was

not ac(piaiiiled with the road Ca|)tain I'Vaiiklin was now pur-

Biiing farther than the Great .Slave Lake. His opinion was,

however, that satisfactory information might be obtained from

the Indians residing on the western side of the Oreat Slave

Lake, wiio visited the forts in the spring. ^Ir. Stuart said

that it was not very likely any of the Canadians would he

prevailed on to accompany tli».' (Captain to the sea, as the

Esquimaux were very hostile, and had killed a parly who

were sent to open a trallie with them ; he s;\id, however,

that every endeavour should be used on his part to aid the

j)urpo>cs of the expedition.

Pierre au Calumet receives its name from the place where

the stone is procured, of which many of the pipes used by

the Canadians anil Indians are made. It is a clayey lime-

stone, impregnated with vari >us shells. The house, which is

built on the summil of a steep bank, rising almost perpendi-

cular to the height of one hundred and eighty feet, com-

mands an extensive prospect along this fine river, and over

the plains which stretch <;iit several miles at the hack of it,

bounded by hdls of considerable height, and apparently
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better furnished willi wood than the neighbourhood of the

fort, where the trees grow very scantily.

On the 22nd tliey proceeded on their journey to Fort

Chipewyan, at which place they hoped to he able to arrange

tlie piiins for their further progress. On the 24th, they

joined an Indian who was carrying meat on liis sKdgo to

Fort Cliipewyan. His sledge, though heavily laden (havnig

nearly three hundred jxjunds weight on ii) was drawn

by only two dogs. The weather was extremely stormy and

compelled the party to encamp. On the 2Gth, they arrived

at Fort Chipewyan, where they received a hearty welcome

from INIessrs. Hlack and Keith, t«o partners of the North-

west Company residing at this post. The distance from

Cumberland House to Chipewyan Fort was nearly nine

hundred miles, wliich Caj)tain Franklin and his party had

now travelled in the de!)th of winter: otientimes havinjr to

i|uil the earioles and walk in snow shoes, weighing perhaps

three pounds, in addition to the incumbrance tliej otherwise

jtroduce.

On the following <lay the C>'.;-\ain and Mr. Hack waited

on Mr. JMacdonald, who occupied the |){)St of the Hudson's

Bay Coini)any. At this post tin y made- enipiiries as to the

means of reaching the Coppermine liiver. One of the In-

dian servants of the North-west Com])any, who had been on

that river, described several particulars of the coast; and

(Captain Franklin after this wrote to the gentlemen in charge

of the posts at the (ireat Slave I^ake, to comnumicate the

object of the expedition, and to solicit any information they

possessed, or could collect from the Indians, relative to the

countries to he passed throui;h, and the best manner of pro-

ceeding. As the Copper Indians frc(pient the establish'*

inent on the north side of the lake, they were reijuesteil to

ex|)iain to them the object of the visit, and To endeavour

to procure fruiu them some guides and hunters to ae«wu)»

paiiy the parly.

Mr. Uease, a gentleman bi^Ionging to the eslubliitbiiient ol
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the Norlli-west Corajjaoy, liaving passed several winterauri

tlie Mackenzie River, and at (lie posts to the northwarii of

Slave Lake, possessed considerable inl'onnation respecting

the Indians, and those parts of the country, whicii he very

promptly and kindly comuiunicated. Diirin.'^ this conversa-

tion an old Chipevvyan Indian, named the 'fahhit's Head,

entered the mom, to whom Mr. Dcase referred for infor-

n)alioii on some point. He stated tliat he was the step-son

of the late Chief Matonnabee, who had accompanied IMr.

liearne on his journey to the sea, and that he had himself

been of the party, but being then a mere boy, he had for-

gotten many of the circumstances. He confirmed however,

tlie leadiiii;- incidents related by Hearne, and was positive

he reached the sea, though he admitted that none of the

])arty had tasted the water. He represented himself to be

tlto only survivor ol the party.

The second week in May they were gratified with the

sight of the (lower anemone. The trees began to shoot
j

rain frequently descended ; and the advance of theSj)ring

WAS every way denoted. Captain Franklin now thought

it niictssary to prei)are for his departure, and requested the

advice of the ditl'erent gentlemen who sui)erintended the

concerns of both the Companies at this place. He found

however such a spirit of hostility between the agents of the

two Companies, that in order to avoid liurting the feelings

of either, he directed a tent to be pitched at a short distance

from the settlements, and then inviteil the gentlemen con-

nected with each Company to a conference. They all readily

accepted his invita''on, and gave such answers to his various

enipiiries as was in die compass of their knowledge. Alter

this Captain Franklin requested the agents of each Company

to supply him witii eight men each, and also to furnish cer>

tain stores which he named. To his mortification he was

informed that there had been such an expenditure of goods

as to leave them the means uf furr.ishing only a partial sup.
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|)Iy; and hardly a man uppearrd willing to engage in the

ioiirncy cif discovery.

{)t\ the tliiid of June, Mr. Smitli, a partner of the North-

west Coinpany, arrived from tlie (jJreat Slave Lilie, bear-

int; the wtlionu; news that the principal Chief of tlie Copper

IikHuiis liiid received tliccoinnimiication of Captain Franklin's

HiTival with Joy, and i^ivi-n all the intcllii^ciu.'e he possessed

rcsijectinuf the rout to tin; sea-eoast by the Copper-Mine

iiiver ; anil that he and a party of his men, at the instance

of I\lr. Wenizil, a clerk of the North-west Company,

whom they wished mii;ht i^o along with them, had engaged

to accompany the expedition as guides and hunters. 'I'hey

were to wnit at Fort Providerue, on the north side of the

Slave Lake. They had no doubt of being able to obtain

tiie means of subsistence in travelling to the coast. This

.itfreeable intelligence had a happy etlect upon the Canadian

voyagers, many of their fears being removed : several of

tlifui seemed now disposed to volunteer; and, on the same

eveninij, two men from the North- iVfst Company oiFered

theniBelves and were accepted.

On the lifth Captain Franklin and ]\Ir. Hack waited on

Mr. Ilobertsoii, yuiicriiilendini; Fort Wcddi'ibiirne, belong-

ing to the Hudson's Bay Company. lie slated that not-

withslaiuling his endtavonrs to persuade them, his most

experienced voyagers still declined engaging without very

exorbitant wages. After some hesitation, six men, who were

rcpr''sente<l to be active and steady, were engaged ; Mr. Ro-

bertson also gave pernussion to St. Germain, an inter-

preter belonging to this Company, to accompany them from

Slave Lake if he should choose. I'he bow-men and steers-

men were to receive one thousand six hundred livres Ha-

lifax per annum, and the ndddle men one thousand two

hundred, exclusive of their neccissary <Hjuipments ; aud

they stipulated that their wages should be continued until

their arrival in Montreal, or tlieir rejoining the service of

llieir jiresent employers. Five men were afterward engaged
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from the North-west Couijiaiiy, for the same wag^es, and

under the same stipulations as the others, besides an inter-

preter for the Copper Indians ; but this man required three

tliousand livres Halifax currency, which they were obliged

to i-ive hill), as his services were indispensible.

The residents of these establishments depend for sub-

sistence almost entirely on the fish which this lake affords

;

they are usually caught in suiTicient abundance throughout

tiie winter, thouj^h at the distance of eighteen miles from

(lie houses ; on the thawing of the ice, the fish remove into

smaller lakes, and the rivers on the south shore. Though

they are nearer to the forts than in winter, it frequently

happens that high winds prevent the canoes from transporting

them thither, and the residents are kept iu consequence

without a supjily of food for two or three days together.

The fish caught in the net are the aitihhawmegh, trout,

carp, uielhye, and ])ike. The traders also get su{)plied by

the hunters with bull'alo and moose deer meat, (which animals

are found at some distance from the forts,) but the greater

part of it is either in a dried state, or pounded ready for mak-

ing pemmican ; it is required for the men who keep travel

-

linjr during the winter to collect the furs from the Indians,

and for ilie crews of the canoes on their outward passage to

the depots in spring. There was a great want of provisions

this season, and both the Companies had much difliculty to

provide a hare suflicicncy for their different brigades of

canoes.

At the opening of the water in spring, the Indians resort

to the establishments to settle their accounts with the traders,

and to procure the necessaries they require for the summer.

This meeting is generally a scene of much riot and confusion,

as the hunters receive such quantities of s|)irits as to keep

them in a state of intoxication for several days. This spring,

however, owing to the great deficiency of spirits, they were

generally sober. They belong to the great family of the

Cbipcwyan, or Northern Indians ; dialects of their languugd
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Kpinsy spoken in thn Peace and Mackenzie's Rivers, and

by the |)o|>uIous tribes in New Caledoniti, as ascertained by

Sir Alexander Mackenzie in his journey to tiie Pacific. Tliey

style themselves j^eneraliy Dinneh men, or Indians, bnteadi

tribe, or horde, adds some distinctive epilhot taken from tlie

name of the river, or lake, on which they hunt, or the dis-

trict from whicli tliey last mij^rated. Tiiose who come to

Fori Cbipewyan term themselves Saw-eessaw-dinneh, (In-

dians from the risiiiij sun, or Eastern Indians,) their oriijinal

huntinfj grounds beini^ between the Athabasca and Great

Slave Lake, and Churchill River. This district, more par-

ticularly termed the Chii/ewyan lands, or barren country,

is frequented by numerous herds of rein-deer, which furnish

easy subsistence, and clothinii^ to the Indians ; but the traders

endeavour to keep them in the parts to the westward, where

the beavers resort. There are about one hundred and sixty

hunlers who carry their furs to the Great Slave Lake, forty

to Hay River, and two hundred and forty to FortChipewyan.

A few Northern Indians also resort to the posts at the bot-

tom of the Lake of the Hills, or Red Deer Lake, and to

Churchill. The distance, however, of the latter post from

their huntinij grounds, and the suderings to which (hey are

exposed in going thither from want of food, have induced

those who were formerly accustomed to visit it, to convey

their furs to some nearer station.

On the thirteenth of July, Dr. Richardson and Mr. Hood
arrived from Cumberland House, with two canoes. They

made an expeditious journey from Cumberland, notwith-

standing they were detained near three days in consequence

of the melancholy loss of one of their bowmen, by the upset"

ting of a canoe in a strong rapid. These gentlemen brought

all the stores they could |)rocure from the establishments at

Cumberland and Isle a la Crosse; and at the latter place

they lad received ton hags of pemmiean from the North-

west Company, which j)rovcd to be mouldy, and so totally

unfit for use, that it was left at the Methye Portage. They
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goi none from the Hudson's Bay post. The Toyagers be.

Iiiiiijiii'; to tliiit Company bciiiij (Institute of provision, liiui

eaten vvliiu was intended for Cnptain Franklin's party. In

conse(|tifiu'o of tlicse untoward circumstances, the eanocs

arrived with only one day's supply of this most essential ar-

ticle. The jiros|)ect of having to commi-nce their journey

from hence, almost destitute of |)roviHions, and scantily sup-

plied with stores, was very discourat;in'^. It was evident,

however, that any unnecessary delay lierc would liave been

very imprudent, as Fort Chipevvyan did not, at the present

time, furnish the moans of su'isistence for so large a party,

much less was there a prosp t of receiving any supply to

carry them forward. Tiiey therefore hastened to make the

necessary arrangements for a speedy departure. All the

stores were demanded that could possibly he spared from

both the establishments ; and when this collection was added

to the articli's that had been brought up by the canoes, they

had a suflieient (juantity of clothing for the equipment of the

men who had been engaged here, as well as to furnish a

present to the Indians, besides some few goods for the win-

ter's consumption ; but they could not |)rocure any ammu-

nition, which was the most essential article, nor spirits,

and but little tobacco.

They then made a final arrangement respecting the voya-

gers, who were to accoii.pany the party ; and, fortunately,

there was no difliculty in doing this, as Dr. Richardson and

Mr. Hood had taken (he precaution to bring up ten iin n

from Cumberland, who engaged to proceed forward if their

services were required. The Canadians whom they brought,

were most desirous of l)eing continued. When the numbers

were completed, it was found to consist of sixteen Ciinadiiiti

voyagers, one English atten«lant, John Hepburn, besides

tivo interpreters whom they were to receive at the Great

Slave Lake, They were alsoaecoiiipaiiied by a Chipcwyati

woivan. An equipment of goods was given to each of thw

men who had been engaged at this place, similar to what had
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been fiirnisliiMl to the otlicrs nt C'(iml)Cil;iii(l ; ami wlion this

distrihulion liud been iiiadc, lln' icMiinindcr were made uji

iiitu bales, preparatory to tluir dt parture, on the folloniu^

day.

VVliile Mr. Hood and Dr. Riclinrdson wero at Cum-

burland Fort, wuitini;' until the Spriiin- was more advanced,

they took measures for a proper supply of necessaries.

Mr. Hood made an cxcurgioii to the Basquinu Hill, situated

about fifty miles to the southward of Cumberland House,

but which may be seen from thence. Two men, who were

ijoiufj to that place to procure provisions, accimip mied him.

After travelliiii!^ two days the parly arrived at a hunting

tent of the Indians. The state of the weather compelled

them to remain several days at this ])laie, duriuEf which some

other Indians arrived, one of whom was nannd the Warrior.

'J'hese people having an cncanipuient about tin miles distant,

Mr. Hood paid them a visit the next day. When he entered

the tent, the Indians spread a buffalo robe before tlie fire,

and <lesired him to sit down. Some were ealin*^, others

sleeping, many of them witliout any covering except the

breech cloth and a blanUut over the shoukicrs, .-i state in

which they love to indulge themselves till hunger drives

them forth to the cl. ,si\ IJesides the Wanior's family, there

was that oi another hunter named Long-hgs, whose bad

success in hunting had reduced hiin to the necessity of feed-

ing on moose leather for three weeks, when he wascomi)as-

sionately relieved by the >Varrior. They invited the parly

to dine, and they witnessed the modeuf j)rej)ariiig the repast.

They cut into pieces a portion of fat meat, using for that

pui'pose a knife and their tioih. it was boiled in a l\etll(>,

and served in a ])latter made of birch bark, from ulileh,

bring dirty, they had peeled the surl'aec.

Mr. Hood engaged tiveCiinadiaiis, who were to r'ontiiiiie

with iheparty until Captain Franklin should discharge tl\eiti.

.They reipiired, however, that in caseof meeting with Captain

r. V. 1!). IV K K
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Parry tlioy sliould not be C()m|t(;llicl to rinbiuk willi liiin, so

fearful v/crc (liey of being coiivevi'd on l)oar(l u slii|iof wiir.

All liiiuijs b( iiiij prepared, Dr. Uieliardson, Mr. IIooil,

and tlie various siiviints alfaclnd, ((kjK tiieir departure from

Cuud)er!.»nil House on tlie 13t!i,iin(l on the following evenin)»

readied Beaver Lake;. On the ei^hteentli, sailini^ along the

river Missinippi, they crossed the Otter portage, wlieretliat

river runs with great velocity. In atteuipting to draw the

canoes along the shore, one of then), in which were two of

the servants, overset and was carried down tlie current. One

of them, named I^ouis Saint .hiau, the foreman, was lost, the

other man reached tlu; bank of the river with dilliculty and

was saved. The sull'erings ubieli the party endured Irom the

sting of the muscpiitoes is <leseribed as most acute. Sjome-

times they closed the tent and burnt wood, or set fire to

gunpowder, that the snuike might drive them away ; but t.o

efforts wereeflectual entirely to disperse them ; they swarmed

in the blankets and drew blood with their piercing trunks so

- deeply to stain their clotlies. In addition to this tliey had

10 endure the sting of the horse-fly and the sand-fly, so tlnii

their bodies were in constant pain. After undergoing many

])rivations and jiassing through many diilicullies, Dr. Uieli-

ardson, Mr. Hood, and the servants they had engaged, ar-

rived at Fort Cliipewyan as noliecd before, and they bad the

satisfaction of meeting Cautain Franklin and their otlu r

companions in good health.

After remaining at Fort Chipewyiin a few days, they pre-

l)ared for their journey toward the Polar Sea. Their stock

of provisions unlurtunately was adccpiate to only a few days

consumjition ; it was pleasant, liowever. to remark that the

scarcity of food did not dispivit the Canadians who were to

be of the party. At noon on th 18ih, Caj)lain Fianklin and

the whole party bade farewell to the residents of the Com-

pany at Fort Cliipewyan, and soon entered the Stony River.

The current being favourable, they passed swiftly along and
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entered tlie Slave Kivcr. lii (MossiDji^ Little Kock portajje,

tlir l)')vniiuii, wlio was carrymi? one (»r (Ik; canoes, let it 8li|>

upon tlie rock and it l)idke in two. This circu/ustance de-

tained tlieui two li(.nrs to sew the pieces to^^ether and cover

tiieni with piteh, which rendered tlie cunucsus serviceable a«

ever.

At a place e.illed the Purtanc of the drowned, u most

Heriiiiis necideiit happened ii lew yeiirs precedin!^. Two
canoes arrived at the upper end ol the portaije, in one of

which there? was an expcrii'iiceil <;iiide. This man jndi^-

inif Irom the InMi-ht of the river, deemed it |)ractica-

hli; to shoot the ru|>id, and determined upon tryin<^ it.

lie accordint^ly pj.ieed himself in the how of his canoe,

iiavin^ previously aijreed, that if tlu; passaije was found

easy, lie should, on reachini^ the hottom of tlu; raj)id, fire a

mu>ket, as a sii'iial lor the other t-anoe to follow. The rapid

proved dunt^crous, and called forth all the skill of the ^nide,

and the utmost exertion of his crew, and ihey narrowly es-

cajjcd destruction. Ju-^t as they were landini:^, an unfortu-

nate fellow seizini;' the loaded fowliuif piece, lired at a duck

wliicli rose at the instant. The s>'ui(le untieipalini^ the cun-

scipienccs, ran with the utmost haste to the other cud of the

portajje, hut he was too late: tiie olher canoe had |>uslied

(ill", and he arrived only to witness the fate of his comrades.

They got alarmed in the middle o( the rapid, th(! canoe was

upset, and every man perished.

On the twenty-second they shot a bidl'alo, whicli gave

them a plentiful supply of provisions for (Ik; present. On

the twenty-fourth they reached the establishment of the

North-west Company on Moose Deer Island, where they

found letters from Mr. Wentzel, dattd Fort Providence, a

station on the North side of tlie lake, informing them that

the Indian guide was waiting for them at that port.

Captain Franklin engaged an interpreter at this place

named Pierre St. Germain, for the Copper liwlians. Tiiey

wore greatly disaitpointcd a-^ lo th-- provisions tin y ex[)ected

iv F. K 2
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to be f'tirnislied witli ; after a liitle delay liowevei, some men

arrived with meat, and from the depots of tlio two Compa-

nies a supply of nearly six hundred pounds of driv-d provi-

sions wore procured ; and as they calculated that they had

now sufiicient until they joined the hunters, they resolved to

proceed. The houses of ihe North-west and Hudson's Buy

Companies are small, and the principal support of the inlia-

hitants is lish, which ihe hike ])roduces in abundance. The

hunters also bring occasionally the ilesh of moose, buifalo,

iuwl rein deer. On the twenty-seventh the party left Moose-

Deer Island. Since Icavinij Fort Chii)ewyau they had tra-

vtliiti t\M) hundred and sixty miles. On the twenty-ninth

they reached Fort Providence, a post occupied by the North-

west Company only. The Hudson's Buy Company have no

settlemeu' to the northward of Great Slave Lake. At this

place they found ilean T?aptiste Adam, one of the interpre-

ters who was to aeeiimpany them. The chief of the Indian

trib'j and liis liunters were encamped at some dislance from

ihe fort, nt a i^ood fisliin;; station. A fire was linhted on the

top of a hill to announce the arrival of Captain Franklin and

lii* |>arty, 'md a present of tobacco and other articles was

sent to hir.:. The tluties allotted to Mr. Wentzcl were, the

manai^ement of the Indians, the sujierintendance of the

Canadian voyagers, the obtaining, and the general distribu-

tion A the provision, and the issue of the other stores. These

serviij.s he was well (pialilied to perform, having been ac-

custon.ed to execute similar duties, during a residence of

upwards oi twenty years in this country ; he w .s one of the

lew traders who speak the Chipewyan language.

As external appearances make lasting impressions on tin;

Indians, the parly prepared for the interview by decorating

themselves in uniform, and su>i])ending a medal round eacli

of their necks. The tents had been jireviously pitched, and

over one a silken union (lag was hoisted. Soon after noon,

on .luly !}Oth, jcveral Indian canoes were seen advancing in

a regular line, aud on their approach the chief was discovered

liis

icn
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in tlie headmost, which was paddled by two men. On land-

iiii^ at the fort, tlie chief assiinu>d a very jTrave aspect, and

walked up to Mr. Wentzel wilii a mpasiired and diifiiified

step, looking neitlier to the rii^lit nor to tiie left, at the per-

sons who had assembleil on the beach to witness h^ <le!)arka-

lion, but preserving the same immovertbility of comitenance

until he readied tht- hall, and was introduced to thi; officers.

VViieii he had smoked his pijic, drank a small portion of

s])irits and water himself, and issued a glass to each of his

companions, who had MMted ilu'insclvcs on the floor, he

commenced his haranu,'ue, hy mcnlionin^ the circumstances

that led to his agrecin;^ to accon)p:uiy the expedition, an on-

i^agement which he was (juite pre|)ar<Ml to ftdlil. lie was

rejoiced, he said, to see such ^leat chiefs on his lands ; his

tribe were poor, but tliey loved white men, who had been

ilieir benefactors ; and he hoped that the visit would he pro-

ductive of much good to tin iii. It was at litst rumoured, he

said.that a great medicine eliirf accompanied the |)nrty, who

was able to restore (lie dead to life ; at this he rejoiced; tho

prospect of attain seiing his dcpirted relatives had eidivened

Ills .> lirils, hut his lirstcomiMUiiication with Mr. W -ntzel had

removed lliese vain ho|)('s, anil he iVIt as if his friends had a

second lime been torn fri in lii'ii. lie now wished to be in-

formed exactly of (he nature of the exjjolition.

In reply to this speech, which had been prepared for many

days, Captain Fianklin endeavoured to e>;plaiii the objects

of the mission in a manner best calculated to ensure !'is exer-

tions in the service. With this view, says Captain Franklin,

I told him that we wore sent out by tl;e greatest chief in (he

world, who was the sovereign also of the trading conipanii's

ii> the country , that he was tlu< friend of peace, and had the

interest of every nation at heart. Having learned that liis

cliildren in the iu)rth, were nnuch in want of articles of mer-

cliandize, in consetpience of tho extreme length and dilVicnIty

of the present route, he had sent us to search for a j)as-age

by the .sea, whiih if iiuind, wmi'il imIiIc I.tigc vessels to
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(ranspori threat quaiUifiRS of jjoods more easily to tiu ii iiaiinH,

That \vi> liad iieit fonie for tlic purpose of traffic, hut solclj

to iiiiikt.' discoveries for their bcucfit, as well as tiiiit of everj

other i>i()|)le. That we had been directed to iii([uir>! into tiic

nature of nl! the productions of tlie countries we miy;lit pass

tiirougli, and particularly respectinj^ their inhabitants. That

we desired the assistance of tl;e Indians in i^uiding us, and

providing us with food ; finally, that we were most positively

enjoined by llie great chief to rcconiuiend that hostilities

uliouhl cease tiirout?hout this country; and espet'iu'..y between

the Indians anil the Estjuiaiaux, whom he considered as

children, in common with other natives; anil by vvay of en-

forcing; the latter puint more stroui^ly, I assured him that a

forleiture of all the a(lvantay;es which ir.i^jht be anticipated

from the expedition would be a certain consequence if any

quarrel arose between his p;irty and the Esipiimaux. I also

communicated to him that owin:; to the distance we had tra-

velled, we had now fewinore .stores than was necessary for

the use of our own party ; a j):irt of these however, should be

forthwith presented to him ; on his return he and his ])arty

should be remunerated with cloih, amiuuiiition, tobacco, and

some useful iron materials, besides having their debts to the

North-west Comi)any discharijed.

The chief, whose name was Akaitcho or Big-foot, replied

i>y a renewal of his assurances, ih;it he and his party would

attend them to the end of the journey, and that they would

do their utmost to provide them with the means ofsubsisl-

enee. Ho admitted til it his tribe had made war upon the

l'',squimaux, but said, they were now desirous of peace, and

unanimous in their opinion as to the necessity of all wiio ac-

companied them ubst.lining from cviTy act of eniruiy against

that nation, ile added, however, that the Ksquiinaux were

very treacherous, and therel'oro recommended that they

should ndvance towards them with caution.

The communications which the chief and the giiid s then

gave lesj eelin:; the route lo the Copj)cr-^line River, uiulil.'
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course to the sen, coineiiled in every materiiil jjoiiil wiili iIk.'

statements \vliicli were iiKule by otiiers iit CliijxMvy.in, but

ihcy (lilVtred in their (lescri|»tions uf the coast. The iiilor-

nmtion, however, colleeted troiii both snurees was very

valine and unsatisfactory. Noneol'iii^ tribe bad been umre

than three days' inarch aioii;;' tlu; sea-coast to the eastward

of the river's mouth.

As the water was unusually liiirh tliis si'a^on, the Indian

guides rcommended ijoinfj by a shorter routi' to the Coj)j)cr

Mine River than that they had first proiiosei! >o Mr. Wentzel,

and they assigned as a reason I'ur the eiiaiii;c, that the rein-

deer wouifl be sooner found (i|)on this trark. 'i'hey Un ii

drew a chart of the proposed loule on the tloor \vilh char-

coal, exhibitiiiff a chain of twenty-live snnill i;ikes ex((lldill^•

towards the north, about one half cf iheii coniieeteil bv a

river which Hows into ?<lave L.ike, iirar Fort I'lovidcnei .

Oi ;)f ti K! •iiiules, need Keskarrah, dr th jpjier-

^terl>

I'lV

Aline Uiver, riinnini^ tliioui;:h tlie Upper Lake, in a we

direction towards the Great Bear Lake, and then north

to llie sea. The other t^uide drevv the river in a straii^lit

line to the sea from the abosc-nientioned pliee, but alter

some dispute, adiiiiltcd the correctness of the lirst di-li:iea-

tioii. The latter \N.IS elm r b.othcr to Akaitclio, and b

that he had accompani<Ml .Mr. llearne o;i bis journey, and

thoui^h very yount; ;<* the time, still remembered iiiuii\ <d"

the eireum-stances, and particularly ihe massacre coinmitte«l

by the Italians on the Ksquimaux.

They pointed out another like to the southward of the

river, about three d.is's join ney distant fioii; it, on vviiieb

the chief projiosed the next winter's estailli^hmcnt should bi>

forineiJ, as tiie rein-deer would pns-^ there in the uiitiimn and

springy. Its Walters contained fish, and there was a sullicicncy

ol woo( i for builiiinir as wd for 11 it< winters coiisum|)tinn

could not say w bat lime it would take in reaebiiii; theTlu

lakt

Canoes, but they bUj)|>osed it would be about twenty days.

un til they saw the manner of travelliiii;; in the large
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Akiiitclio iuiil (lie j^tiidcs liuving coininunicated all (lie in-

formiition (hey possossetl on (he different |)oin(s to whicb

questions liad been diieeled, Captain Franklin placed u

medal round (lie neck ol' the chief, and the oflieers presented

theirs to an elder brother of his and the two guides, comniu*

iiicatinj^ to (hem (hat these marks of distinction were given

as (((kens of friendsliij). Being conferred in (he presence

ofall (lie hunters, (heir acquisition was highly gratifying to

tl idedbut they studiously avouleil any great expression

joy, because such an exposure would have been unbecoming

the dignity which the senior I ndians assume during a confer-

ence. They expressed themselves sensible of these lokens

of regard, and that they slioulil be preserved during their

Jives with the utmost care. The chief evinced much pene-

tration and intelligence during the whole of this conversa-

tion. He made many inquiries resi)ecting the discovery

ships, under the couimand of Captain Parry, which had been

mentioned to him, and asked why a passage had not been

discovered long ago, if one existed. The chief was desirous

of being present, with his party, at a dance which was

given in the evening to our Canadian voyagers. They were

liighly en(ertained by the vivacity smd agility disjilayed by

them in their singing and dancing; and especially by their

imitating (he gestues of a Canadian, who placed himself in

the most ludicrous pos(ures ; and, whenever this was done,

the gravity of (he '.'hief gave way (o violent bursts of laughter.

In return for (he gratification Akaitcho had enjoyed, lie

desired his young men toexhibit the Dog-llib Indian dance ;

and immediately (hey ranged themselves in a circle, and

kecjiing their legs widely separated, began to juuij) simul-

taneously sideways ; their bodies were bent, their hands

placed on their hips, and (hey uttered foicibly tli'! interjec-

tion tsa at each jump. Devoid as were their attitudes of

grace, and their iimsio of haimony, the novelty of th ' exhi-

bition wab amusing

Pier

ilea
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The custom of dispeisinjj ami destroying lliu musqiiitoes,

bv liirhting tires unci leaving the couls tu burn, was utti-ndcd

witli a very serious iicciclent. Tiie tent in which Captain

Franklin slept caught iire and was entirely consuuied. A
(juantity of powder was stowed in the tent, and Hej)l)U''n was

sleeping within it. lit; awoke just in tiiue to throw tlie pow-

der out of the tent, and to preserve the baggage ; otherwise

this circumstance would have put an end to the further pro-

gress of the expedition.

On the first day of August the Indians quitted Fort Provi-

dence, and proceeded to the entrance of Yellow Knife Ri-

ver. After their departure the stores were made up into

packages of about eighty pounds for (lit; convenience of con-

veyance. In this arrangement the absence of the Indiana

was indispensably necessary, as they were always begging

every article which came under their notice.

'I"he exjiedition now consisted of the following persons,

together with three females, the wives of the voyagers.

John Franklin, lieutenant of the royal navy and commander.

John Richardson, INI. D., surgeon of the royal navy.

Mr. George Back, of tiie royal navy, midshipman,

Mr. Robert Hood, of the royal navy, midshipman.

Mr, Frederick VVentzel, clerk to the North-west Company,

John Ileoburn, English seaman.

Interpreters.

Pierre St. Germain, Chipewyan Bois Bruits

•lean Baptiste Adam.

Canadian Voyagprs.

Joseph
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Joseph Gagnc,

Pierre Dumas,

Joseph Forcier,

Ignace Perrault,

Fraiicuis Saiiiandr£.

Jean Baptiste Uelanger,

Jean Baptiste Belleau,

Emanuel Cournoyee,

Michael Teroahaute, an Iroquoii.

On the 2n(I of August the party encamped at about eight

miles distance from Fort Providence, and on the following

day arrived at the entrance of Yellow Knife River, where

they found Akaitcho and his party with their families. They

mustered a fleet of seventeen canoes, and the whole party

proceeded together up the River. Akaitcho endeavoured to

sustain the importance of his character, and was rowed by

a youth whom he made captive ; when however he was so far

from observation as to admit it, he laid aside his importance,

and aided by his personal exertions in paddling the canoe.

Several of the canoes were paddled by women.

In crossinga portage, thelndians had muchthesuperiority
;

he men carried the canoes, and the women and children the

clothes, so that they soon accomplished their journey ; while

those of the Expedition had to make four journeys to convey

their canoes and stores. At night, on encamping, the men

were divided into different watches for the night, with an of-

ficer attached to each watch. This was done for security of

the property, and to manifest to the Indians that no oppor-

tunity could occur for dishonest attempts ; and Akaitcho, the

chief, observing tlie systematic efforts pursued for their pro-

tection, declared that he should be without apprehension of

danger from the Esquimaux, as no opj)ortunity could occur

when i)U<* party might be surprised.

On IU»> jrth, an issue was made of the last portion of dried

meat in thtC*' i/otsession ; and u few pounds of preserved meat

*!)d some purlablf soup was all llnit remained. To supply

Ihcir future wants, the hunters were sent for\v»rd to shoot

the rein deer whicli usually frequented a pl<ire they were

<lci

pre

full

lak

ooc
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pproacliing. Akoitcliu also inrortned them that some lakes

which tliey would somii approuch ahouiided with iish. The

voyuifcrs hef»iin to complain that they could not proceed with

(lie scanty snhsistence that was now given them. In the

niglit ot'ihe seventh, the dry moss where tiiey wereencamped,

by some accident took fire, and they narrowly escaped losintr

great part of tiieir ca-.iocs and bai^sjaiye.

Arriving at Car|) Lake, wliich the Indians said was very

productive offish, they resolved to rest for a day or two to af-

ford the opportunity of ncruilinij their siip|)ly of jjrovisions.

The chief and all the Indians went forwards to endeavour to

procure some rein -deer, and tlie nets produced a suflicient

quantity of fish to give the whole party some hearty meals.

Being refresiied by this supply, they proceeded on the ele-

venth, and received the agreeable information that the hun-

ters who were in advance had obtained a supply of rein-deer.

This was a most welcome account, as the Canadians had ex-

pressed great discontent at having so scanty a supply of food,

and complained that they had been led into a country where

there were no means of subsistence.

On the I4lh they entered Hunters* Lake, situated in lat.

sixty-four deg. six min. and in long, one hundred and thirteen

deg. twenty-five min. The hunters brought in more pneat

this evening, hut the nets produced ^caroely any fish. On
the following day they receivetl no less than seventeen deer,

so that a suflicient store was now obtained for some days to

come. Akailcho now pro|)ose(l that he and his hunters should

proceed towards Winter Lake to procure a fresh store of pro-

visions against the arrival of the party, lie also desired the

opportunity of providing clulhing for himself and people.

He accordingly was permitted to proceed.

As the supply of provisions was now very abundant, and a

prospect of its contnuing so, the people resumed their cheer-

fulness, and on the nineteenth the party arrived at a small

lake to the westward of Winter Lake, where Akaitcho ra-

oommended them to take up their residence for the winter.

L L L 2
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It bring Sunday, divine st-rvice was performcil as uaual when

opportunity »lli'i-t'd. I'lic distimco from Fort Cliipewyan,

whicli tlie purty had travelled, was nearly six hundred mile:);

and the servants in conveying the stores across the portages

liad >vnli\e(l upwards of one hundred and fii'ly miles.

As the p;iily W(!re expected to spend many months at tliis

place, they set ai)out ereetinij^a place of residenc*', and they

gave to it the name of Fort Enterprise. Mr. Wcntzel had

the princi|)al superintendance of this erection, and the build-

ing was mad< as comfortable as the resources and circum-

stances would admit.

The party were the next day divided into two companies

;

one company was to procure wood and erect a store-house,

and the other company were to bring in the provisions. As

it was the intention of Captain Froiiklin to descend the Cop-

per-mine River, he sent for the chief, who was hunting in

tlie neighbourhood, according as he had appointed on

leaving the party some days preceding. On his arrival how-

ever it appeared that he had procured but few deer : for hav-

ing heard of tlie death of liis brother in law, several days had

been spent in lamentation on that account. He also refused

to accompany the party to the Copper-mine River, saying

that the winter was too far advanced, that the rein-deer had

left the river, and that j)rovisions would not be to be pro-

cured. Captain Franklin still asserting that he should make

the attempt, Akaitchosaid that it should not be laid to their

charge tii;)t their ' isitors were sulfen-d to go alone; and al-

thotigh it did appear to him that the Journey would be at the

peril of thfir lives, yet that some of his young men should

accompany tlic party. Captain Fra.iklin assured the chief

that he, in common with all his companions, was solicitous for

the welfare of all that accompanied them ; but that it was

of importance to obtain some correct knowledge of that river,

in order that in their next despatches to the Great Chief

(the King of Great Britain) they might state some particulars

respecting it. Akaitch", alter all, ajtpeared so greatly to
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object to tlie journey, that it was thou^lit prudent to decline

the attempt. On lioliiing a conference willi the onieers on

the subject, it was finally resolved that Mr. Back and Mr.

Hood should be sent to explore those parts, in a light canoe.

On the !25lli, John liephinn, tlie English seaman, having

goneout to hiiiit, a (Unise log comiugon, he missed the road,

and not returning in the evening, the greatest anxiety pre-

vailed for his safety. Nothing was heard of him on the fol-

lowing day; and on the tweniy-seventli a |)arly of Indians

went in search of him. They fortunately succeeded, and

brought him back the same evening, although he was much

fatigued. He had been wandering about during the whole

time, and had eaten only a partridge, and the tongue of a

deer which he shot. Alter partaking of some food, and tak-

ing rest, he recovered his usual health and strength.

An eclipse being to take place about this time, Akaitclio

was informed of it, and when the circumstance occured, it

brought iiim to the most decided admission of the superior

knowledge and talents of the white ))eople, who could account

for, and foretell such an event ; and he said that he and his

jieople could not but be glad to have the company of such

intelligent persons, and that on their part every exertion

slioiilil be made to procure provisions.

On tlie 29ll., iMr. Jlood and Mr. Buck, accompanied by

Pierre St, Germain, eight Canadians and one of the Indians,

embarked to ex[)lore the Copper-mine River. If the wea-

ther permitted, he was, on arriving at its banks, to trace

its course and make observations for a few days and then to

return. At this time also the Indian chief took his depar-

ture, leaving two of his people to procure provisions.

On the 9th of September, having nothing which particu-

larly retjuired their attention to prevent it. Dr. Hichardsoii

and Captain Franklin set out on an excursion to the Copper-

mine River, taking three of the servants with them. They

attempted as straight a course as the country would perrnit.

Tba land was extremely baniii, tluie being scarcely a:iy
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trees. One of the party kille<l a rein-deer, of vrliicli tliey ail

partook. At nit^lit, they had to sleep on tlie frozen grouiul,

with only u stiiall <|iiantity ol twigs under them, and little co-

verini; upon them. In Indian vvlio was of the party stripped

himself naked ; and then warming himself by the fire, co-

vered himself with his garments and went to sleep. They

passed a herd of rein-deer on the second tlay and killed oiie

of thera ; but they were so loaded already that they left the

greater part of the carcase behind, carefully covered with

atones, some of the party intending to possess themselves of

it on their return. On tiic thirteenth they came in view of

the Copper-mine River, and soon arrived on the edge of

Point Lake, which is about the lat. of 65 deg. 9 min. and

long. 112 deg. 57 min. Having satisfied themselves as far as

the present circumstance admitted, they set out on their re-

turn to the fort. The coldness of the weather had consi-

derably increased. The ground was covered with snow, and

the whole country had a wintry appearance. On the 16th

they arrived at their old quarters at Fort Enterprise. Mr.

Back, Mr. Hood and the party accompanying them, had re-

turned from their journey to explore the Copper- mine Ri-

ver. They had travelled upwards of fifty miles to the north-

ward, as far as the Lake into which the Co|)pcr-mine

River runs. Although the cold was severe, and fuel was

scarce, yet they cheerfully persevered in theirJourney, and

no complaint was made of any one attached to the party.

During the absence of the reconnoitering parties, Mr.

Wentzel had proceeded in the erection of the house, and in

the beginning of October, the place being Hnished, the

parly removed into it. It was merely a log-building, fifty

feet long, and twenty four wide, divided into a hall, three

bed rooms and a kitchen. The walls and roof were plastered

with clay, the floors laid with planks rudely squared with

the liatchct, and the windows closed with parchment of deer-

skin. The clay, which from the cohlness of the weather re-

quired to be tempered before the tiro with hot water, froze

(he

slie*

then
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co-

AB it was daubed on« afterwards cracked in eucli a maimer

us to admit the wind from every quarter
; yet, compared

with the tents, this new habitation appeared comfortable
;

and liavin^ filled the capacious clay-built chiitmey with fag-

i^ots, they spent a cheerful evcnin^f before the invoj^orating

l)laze. The change was peculiarly beneficial to Dr. Uichard-

son, who having, in one of his excursions, incautiously laid

down on the frozen side of a hill when heated with walking,

had caught a severe sore throat, which became daily worse

whilst remaining in the tents, hut he began to mend soon

after he was enabled tu confine himself to the more equable

warmth of the house.

The meridian sun at this time melted the light covering uf

Hnuw or hoar frost on the lichens, which clothe the barrea

grounds, and rendered them so tender as to attract great

herds of rein-deer. Captain Franklin estimated the nuraberu

he saw during a sliort walk, at upwards of two thousand.

They form into herds of ditferent sizes, froih ten to a hun-

dred, according as their fears or accident induce them lo

unite or separate. The females being at this time more lean

and active, usually lead the van. The haunches of tlie mulea

are now covered lo the depth of two inches or more with fat,

which beginning to get red aii<l high flavound, is cons^idered

a sure indication of the commencement of the rutting season.

The horns of the rein-deer vary, not only with its sex and

age, but are otherwise so uncertain in their growth, that

they are never alike in any two individuals. The old males

shed their's about the end of December ; the females retain

them until the disappearance of tbe snow enables them to

frequent the barren grounds, about the middle or end of May,

soon after which pei loti i' y proceed towards the sea-coast

and drop their youn 5. Ti 1! young males lose their horna

about the same time v. ilh tic females or a little earlier, some

nf them as early as April. The hair of the rein-deer falls in

Jul/- Odd is succeeded by a short thick coat of mingled clove,

deep reddish, and yellowish browns; the bel'y and under
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parti of the neck, &c., remuiaing white. As the winter np<

proaches the liair becomes longer, and lighter in its colours,

and it begins to lootieii in May, being then much worn on

the sides, from tlie animal rubbing itself against trees and

stones. Their principal movement to the northward con-

menccs generally in the end of April, when the snow begins

to melt on the sides of the hills ; and early in May, when

large patches of the ground are visible, they are on the banks

of the Copper-mine River. The females take the lead in

this spring migration, and bring forth their young on the sea-

coast about the end ofMay or beginning ofJune. There arc

certain spots or passes well known to the Indians, through

which the deer invariably pass in their migration to and from

the coast, and it has been observed that they always travel

against the wind.

The herds of rein-deer are attended in their migrations by

bands of wolves, which destroy a great many of them. The

Copper Indians kill the rein-deer in the summer with tlie

gun, or taking advantage of a favourable disposition of the

ground, they enclose a herd upon a neck of laud, and drive

them into a lake, where they full an easy prey ; but in the

spring, when they are numerous on the skirts of the woods,

they catch them in snares. The snares are simple nooses,

formed into a rope made of twisted sinews, which are placed in

the aperture of a slight hedge, constructed of the branches of

trees. This hedge is so dis])()sed as to form several winding

compartments, and although it is by no means strong, yet

the deer seldom attempt to break through it. The herd is

led into the labyrinth by two converging rows of poles, and

one is generally cuuglit ut each of the openings by the noose

placed there. The hunter, too, lying in ambush, stabs some

of them with his buyunet as they pass by, and the whole herd

frequently becomes his prey.

The Dog rib iiuliiins have a mode of killing these ani-

mals, which though simple, is /ery suocessful. It was thus

described by Mr. VVentzel, who resided long amongst that
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people. The hunters go in pairs, the foremost man carry*

ing in one hand the horns and part of tlie skin of the head of

a deer, and in the other a small bundle of twigs, against

which he, from time to time, rubs the horns, imitating the

gestures peculiar to theanimal. His comrade follows, tread-

ing exactly in his footsteps, and holding the guns of both in

a horizontal position, so that the muzzles project under the

arms of him vho carries the head. Bull: hunters have a fil-

let of white skm round their foreheads, and the foremost has

a stripe of the same kind round his wrists. They approach

the herd by degrees, raising their legs very slowly, but set-

ting them doivn somewhat suddenly, after the manner of a

deer, and always taking care to lift their right or left feet,

simultaneously. If any of the herd leave oif feeding to gaie

upon this extraordinary phenomenon, it instantly stops, and

the head begins to play its part by licking its shoulders, and

performing other necessary movements. In this way the

hunters attain the very centre of the herd without exciting

suspicion, and have leisure to single out the fattest. The
hindmost man then pushes forward his comrade's gun, the

head is dropt, and they both fire nearly at the same instant.

The herd scampers off, the hunters trot after them ; in a

short time the poor animals halt to ascertain the cause of their

terror, their foes stop at the same instant, and having loaded

as they ran, greet the gazers with a second fatal discharge.

The consternation of the deer increases, they run to and fro

in the utmost confusion, and sometimes a great part of the

herd is destroyed within the space of a few hundred yards.

Having nothing to require attention, Mr. Back and Mr.

Wentzel, accompanied by two of the voyagers and two In-

dians, with the wives of tlie latter, whose names were Little

Forehead and Smiling Martin, set out on the eighteenth, on

a journey to Fort Providei.ce, to expedite the conveyance of

Ntotes, and to obtain additional supplies of ammunition, to-

bacco, and other articles.

In the course of the autumn they procured upward* of one

P. V. 19. M M y
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tliousaiul pounds weight of fish, each veighine^ two |>oundi

and upwanls. When the weather was severe the fish froz9

as they were taken out of the nets ; and if they were after-

wards placed near the lire ho ;is Io thaw the ice, they revived,

even when they had been in a frozen state for several hours.

The party who had been dispatched to Fort Providence

continuing longer absent than had been expected, it occb>

sioned considerable anxiety, -especially among the Indians,

who gave way, as was their custom on such occasions, to

fearful apprehensions. At one time they supposed they had

perished by some accident, at another, that they had been

murdered by some Indian tribe. The repetition of their

fears greatly dispirited the Canadians; butasCaptain Frank-

lin and his compauions always expressed the firmest confi-

dence that they would soon receive advice respecting their

absent friends, they strove against their forebodings, until on

the. twenty-third of November Belanger, one of the voya-

gers who accompanied Mr Back, made his appearance. lie

came alone, having left his companions the day before in a

wood through which they passed, and as the snow fell in

abundance they were loo timid to encounter the storm. He
was covered with snow and ice from the severity of tlie wea-

ther, lie brought a packet of letters, which had been sent

by the way of Canada in tlie canoes of the North- west Com-

]^any to Fort Providence, and a few balls for the guns. He
Ktated that several packages from York Factory had been

left at the Grand Rapid in consequence of a misunderstand-

ing or dispute between the servants of the North-west and

Hudson's Bay Companies. This was a most serious disap-

pointment to all parties ; more especially as it was impossi-

ble to present any thing to the I ndians equivalent to the loss

of ammunition and tobacco ; the one article so necessary to

procure food, the other so essential to the comfort of the In-

tliuns. The letters contained information that two of the Es-

quimaux nation were engaged as interpreters, and were on

their journey : this was most acceptable news to the Indians,
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as they were rciirl'til ililKV itriicfedeil iiorlliwaril of meeting

with a party oC that nation, and heinir killed by them.

Oil the (lay following the hxliaiis whom Belnntrer had left

behind, arrived ; but they gave out reporlH of so painful a na-

ture as to put the success of the eiiterprize to hazard. They

stated that Mr. Weeks, the gentleman in charge of Fort

Providence, had told them, that so far from being the officers

of a great Chief, the party were merely a set of dependent

wretches, whose only aim was to obtain subsistence for a sea-

son in the plentiful country of the Copper Indiiuis ; that, out

of charity (he- had been supplied witli u portion of goods by

the trading Companies, but that (here was not the smallest

probability of their rewarding the Indians when their term

of service was completed. Akaitcho, with great good sense,

instantly desired (o have the mutter explained, stating at the

sam« time, that he could not credit it. Captain Franklin

then pointed out to him that Mr. Wentzel, with wliom they

had long been accustomed to trade, had pledged the crctlit

of his Company for the stipulated rewards to the party Unit

accompanied them, and thatthe tradingdebtsdueby Akaitcho

and his party bad already been remitted, which was oi itself

a sufficient proof of inlluenoe nilh the North-west Company.

He also reminded Akaitcho, that having caused the Esqui-

maux to be brought up at a great expense, was evidence of

their future intentions. The Indians retired from the con-

ference apparently satisfied, but this business was in the end

productive of much inoovenience, and proved very detri-

mental to the progress of the Expedition.

The residence of so great a number of persons as abode

at Fort Enterprise caused such a lar<re consumption of pro-

visions as induced Captain Franklin to represent the circum-

stance to Akaitcho ; and heproiiiised lu send his party away.

The bulls which had been received by Belanger were given

him for the use of his hunters, umi ufter lingering a week

longer titey quilted their residence near Fort Eiiter|irise.

Akaitcho's mother being at this time very ill, he left her be-

M M M 3
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hind, with two female companions, requesting, in case of

her death, that slie mi{j;ht be buried at a distance from (he

bouse, that his mind might not be pained whenever he came

back.

The wife of Keskarrah, one of the Indian guides, being

afflicted. Dr. Richardson gave him a medicine to be taken by

her. In receiving it, he practised a variety of ceremonies

which in their opinion were no doubt as eflectual to her

recovery as the medicine itself, whicii fortunately assisted her

recovery They had a daughter named Green Stockings,

who was considered by all as a great beauty. Indeed so

high an opinion had her mother of her charms, that on silting

for her picture, whicli after some unwillingness Mr. Hood

was permitted to take, the good old lady expressed her con-

viction that when the Great Chief (King George) saw her

picture, he would not be satisfied until he had sent for the

original to make her his wife. The young lady, although un-

der sixteen years of age, had already had two hushnnds.

The weather at this time was extremely cold, 29^ below

aero; yet notwithstanding this severity the people went

about their regular daily labours, wearing leather mittens,

furred caps, and rein-deer shirts. Although tht^ir faces

were without covering, they experienced no ill effects, ex-

cepting when on the water, or any unsheltered place, where

the wind came with full force. The operation of the cold

however upon the trees was such as to render them as im-

pervious us a stone, so that in attempting to fell them almost

every hatchet was broken.

Captain Franklin says, as it may be interesting to know

how we passed our time at this season of (he year, 1 shall

mention briefly, that a considerable portion of it was occur ied

in writing up our journals. Some newspapers and maga-

zines, that we had received from England with our letters,

were read again and ajrain, and coiniiiented upon, at out

meals ; aiui v\e often exercised ourselves with conjecturing

the changes that might take place in the world ktifuio w«
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oould hear from it again. Tite probability of our receiviii|^

i«>tter§, an'l the period of their nrrival, were calculated to a

nicety. We ocuasiunully paid tiie woodmen a visit, or took

a wall; for a mile or two on tlie river.

In tlic evenings we joined tiie men in the ball, and tool, a

p;trt in their games, which generally continued to a late hour;

ill short, we never found the time to hang heavy upon our

hands; and the peculiar occupations of each of the officers

nfTorded them more employment than might at first be sup-

posed.

On the 15th some of the men arrived from Fort Provi-

dence. They brought some rum, a barrel of powder, some

tobacco, sixty pounds of ball, and some clothing. Tiie s])irits

were frozen, and so severe was the temperature that their

fingers adhered to the glass. It appeared by the confession

of one of the Indians who accompanied the party from Fort

Providence, that they had drawn out some of the ruin. This

disposition to a breach of trust was the occasion of much dis>

tress, as it manifested how little reliance was to be placed

on these people. It was more peculiarly distressing when it

was manifest that their su|)eriors were suffering equal if not

greater privations than themselves. The ammunition, and a

part of the rum, were sent to Akaitcho.

On ths 27th the two Esquimaux ariived. Their names

were The Belly and The Ear. Mr. Wentzel, and St. Ger-

main, one of the interpreters, accompanied them. The Es-

quimaux had also a name given to them correspondent with

the month of their arrival at Fort Churchill, and were called

Junius and Augustus.

On the 5th of February, Akaitcho sent for further supplies

of ammunition ; and by his people Captain Franklin was in-

formed that reports most unfavourable to that confidence so

requisite on the part of the Indians, were circulated, and

that it was said Mr. Weeks had not fulfilled some demands

made on him.

It appeared that the Esquimaux Augustus came from



4A4 phanrlin's journey

llie nei^liboiirhooH of Churchill, and on comparing their lan»

ifUiii^K with the jirinled books for the use of those uf tiie same

ii'Mn<- on the Labrador coast, it was essentitilly the sanie.

Atii;iistus, after his arrival, erected a snow-liouse, cut(in|f

out stubs of snow three feet lon^, six incites thick, and two

feet d('r|). The buildiiigf was about eight feet high ; and

the layers of snow were placed over each other in a most ire-

thodical form until a complete dome was erected. The en-

trance was approachetl by steps, which led into a hull or

porch ; then going through a pa:«i«age there was an antechani-

ber. From thence y<iu piissed into another passiige, on one

side of which was the conking house, and on the ollu-r a re.

cess for wood. At one p:u't of this passage was the tire-place,

the only one in the building. From thence you entered nno.

Iher apartment, on each side of which were bed places, and

in the centre a sitting place. Beyond this was a smuller

apartment where the provisions belonging to the family were

carefully stowed.

On the 5tli of March, the people returned from Fort Pro-

vidence bringing all (he stores (hat could be procured. It

consisted of a cask of flour, thirty-six pounds of sugar, forty

|)(*undsof |)owder, and a roll of tobacco. Mr. Weeks took

the opportunity of writing to Captain Franklin to assure him

that the reports which had been circuluted stating that he hud

said they were only a party of adventurers was entirely with-

out foundation, but that on the contrary he had strove every

thing in bis power to aid the elForts of the Expedition, and

had discountenanced Akaitcho when he signified to him his

intention of leaving all connection with Captain Frankhn's

party. These declarations being made known to the Indians

tlien at Fort Enterprize, one uf them asserted that he him-

self had heard Mr. Weeks express himself in contempt of

the expedition, and was surprised that he should deny that

he had said so. Akaitcho soon after this sent them the full-

est assurances that he would continue to render them aver]

service in hit power.
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On the 17lli Mr Back returned. He had proceeded as

far as Fort Chipewyan, havins^ travelled on foot since hetook

Ills departure from Fort Enterprise, more tlian one thousand

miles. When he and Mr. VVentzel quitted Fort Enterprise

on the eighteenth of October, to visit Fort Providence, two

Canadians, two Indian hunters, and their wives accompanied

them. Their rout hiy sometimes over lakes so thinly frozen,

that tlie ice often bent under them. On passin;^ over one of the

lakes an instance occurred of the kindest feeling on the part

of the Indians: provisions being scarce, one of the women mak*

ing a hole through the ice,caught a (lue fi8h,which they refused

to partake of, saying that they were accustomed to seasons

of hunger, and could therefore better bear up under the

privation than the gentlemen who were with them. This

was not a solitary instance of such generous feeling, but oc-

occurred in subsequent parts of theirjourney. In one instance

while attempting to cross a branch of the Great Slave Lake,

Mr. Back fell through the ice ; but fortunately by the aid of

his companions he was quickly extricated. On the first of

November tiiu party arrived safe at Fort Providence, an

establisliment of the North-west company, and were kindly

received by Mr. Weeks, who was in charge of that post

Mr. Back was so dissatisfied with the information he re-

ceived at this post of the progress of the various stores which

were to be expected, that he resolved to proceed so the

Athabaska Lake to enquire into the cause of the neglect, and

to expedite their conveyance ; and dispatching the packet of

letters and a few musket balls to Fort Enterprise as before

noticed, waited the freezing up of the Great Slave Lake, in

order to proceed on his enquiries. While he remained at

Fort Providence, a party of the Slave Indians arrived with

furs; and from their reports it appeared they had a knowledge

of the settlement at Fort Enterprise, and would have paid

tliem a visit, but feared meeting some of the Copptr Indian

nation.

On the 27th of Decenib r, Mr. B \(k left Fort Providence
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for the purpose of crossing tlie lake, which was now lufRci*

ently frozen. Ylie keenness of tlie wind was severe, nnd at

the solicitations of the servants Mr. Back wrapped himself up

in a rein-deer skin and a blanket, and placing himself on a

sledge, was lashed on, leaving the head sufficiently at liberty

just to notice the road, and on the ninth arrived at some fish-

ing huts near Stony Island, which some Indians occupied,

where they remained for the night. On the succeeding day

they set out at an early hour, and reached the residence of

the North-west Company on Moose-deer Island. Here he

found additional informatiim that the stcres which were to b«

forwarded had not arrived, only five packages being at the

fort. At this place he met the two Esquimaux, who were

to join the expedition as interpreters.

Disappointed of the stores so necessary for the expedition,

Mr. Back resolved to proceed to Fort Chipewyan on the

Athabaska Lake. Accordingly on the twenty -third of De-

cember, he set out for that place, accompanied by the Cana-

dian Beauparlant and Bois Brules. Tiie severity of the wea-

ther greatly affected tlieni in their journey, which notwith-

standing all the sufferings they had to endure, they accom-

plished on the second of January, after an interval of eleven

days from the time of their leaving Fort Providence. Mr.

G. Keith and Mr. Macgilliray were greatly surprised at his

presence, as was also Mr. Simpson, theresidentat the Hu<l-

son's Bay Fort; for it had been reported to them that the

party had been killed by the Esquimaux.

Mr. Back sent a requisition to the heads of each Company

desiring a supply of ammunition, tobacco, spirits, and t;tl er

stores, stating that unless his request was complied with, tlie

Expedition could not proceed. lie remained at Fort Chi-

pewyan five weeks, but could not obtain the supplies he re-

quired. During this time a f«nv laden sledges arrived, wliicli

brought letters from Great Biitain, for Captain Franklin and

Ms people ; and after earnestly requesting that $U|))>lies

might be sent from the depots as curly in the year as could
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lie acriiiii|>lisli(.'<l, Mr. Itiuk |)rc|>.'ire(l I'ur lii-> rttuni tu Fort

l'hitiu'|ii'ia>f.

On the 9ili ofribniary, having; every tliiiii>' iircpiirod, Mr.

n<i('k set out. lie liiul (iiidcr liis direction four aled^o,

laili II with <>uuds fur tlie Ex|>edition, and a filth hcluii;;iii;r

tu the Hudson'^ Bay Cuinpany. Me returned exactly by the

K.iiiie runic, sulferiiijj' no other iiicuiiveiiiencc but that arising*

Croiii tlie chafing of the tinow-iihoe, and bad wcatlier. Some
Ijidians, uliuiii they met on the banks of Little Bnfl'aio Ri-

ver, "ere rather surprised at seeing them, for they had heard

that they were on an island, which was surrounded by Esqui-

maux. Tiic dogs were almost worn out, and their feet raw,

when, on February the 20th, they arrived at Moose-Deer

i»^land all in good order. Towards the end of the month,

tuu men arrived with letters from Lieutenant Franklin, con*

taiiiing some fresh demands, the major part of which Mr.

Back was fortunate enough to procure without the lea^t trou-

ble. Having arranged the accounts and receipts between

the Companies and the Expedition, and sent every thing be-

fore him to Fort Providence, he prepared to depart ; and it

is but justice to the gentlemen of both parties at Moose Detr

Island to remark, that they aflbrded the iiicans of forward-

ing the i^tores in the most cheerful and pleasant manner.

On the 7tli of March, Mr. Back arrived at Fort Provi-

«lence, and found the stores safe and in good order, 'fhero

being no certainty when an Indian, who was tu accompany

him, would arrive, and impatience to join bis companions

increasing, after making the necessary arrangements with Mr.

Weeks respecting the stores, on March the lOlh Mr. Back

quitted the fort, with two men, who had each a couple of

dogs and a aledge laden with provision. On the 13th they

met tlie Indian, near Icy Portage, and, on the 17th, at an

early hour, he arrived at Fort Enterprise, having travelled

about eighteen miles a-day. lie had the pleasure of meet-

ing his friends all in good heallli, after an absence of nearly

Q ve munlhs, during which time he had travelled one thousand

P. V aO. N N N
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OIK- liiiiidretl and four iiiilos, on snow-slioos, nii:l had no otlwr

covering at niirlit, in (Ik; woods, tli.in a Idankit and deer-

nki !, «illi tlic tliernioniettr rn><|ii('iitly at 40de;;r('es, and

on<(r at «^7 il<'i.i;r('<'s ; and sonietirnes passing two or tliree <lays

n itiiotit tastiii:^ food.

About this time a chief named the Ilook, wlio was next

in authority to Akaitcho, sent a incssajro, that if Captain

i'liiiikliu would send him ai)>inunition, he would provide a

(Stock ol provisions foi tlie Expedition in tlieir passage aIon|[r

the Coppcr-niiue River. An he generally occupied during

the siiuuner mouths, a portion of country adjoining Great

{'car Lake, and near the Copper mountain, it was easy for

iiim to provith- i supply; hut then' was such a scarcity of

every article, that Captain Franklin could not with any pro-

priety spare any part ; he however sent the Hook word that

lie woulil give them an order on the agents of the North-

v>e8t Company for the value of any provisions they mij^ht

provide for them; and desired that as in the interim liny

would probably take their stock of furs to Fort Providence,

they would Sittisfy themselves by sj)oakiug to Mr. Weeks oil

the subject. It appeared further that the Hook was ill an I

wi.slied tj have the advice of Dr. Richardson.

The variety of difficulties which presented themselves

Morked upon the fears of some of the servants of I Ik; Expi-

d it ion ; and it appeared that Pierre St. Germain, one of the

intcrprclers, had so expressed himself as to excite a disin-

clination in some of the Indians to proceed. On being (|ues-

tioned by Captain Franklin he acknov/ledged, after much

er|ui\ocation, that he had spoken to them of the very gr< at dif-

(iculties they would have to meet, and his fears for ail their

peisoiial safety ; and if further appeared that he was ex( ited

ill a measure to express hinisi;lf against the success of the

iniLTprise, because he did not receive that attention he

tiiouylit belonged to him. On being tbrealened to be ar-

rested and sent to F.ngland to be puiii-<lied, he exclaimed

that he might &4 well die in llie journey they Mere on the
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eve of Inking, as inniiy otliiT wny ; nnd nltliuiii;li lie tliou^lit

sucli noiilii be llie ri'siiK, lie would uilliii^ly cuiitinue wilh

the Expedition. As liis servict'M ucie of iiii|iurtance, no

(iirtiicr steps were taken, than to admonish him as to his fti-

turc convcrbations.

On the '29ili, Akaitclio arrived at tlic Fort, hnvin<^ been

sent for to request him to procure a stoek of provisions pr<;-

vions to tlie commencement (>r their jiiiriK-y, Piid also toll

satisfied as to his aecompiinyin^ I lie parly. In r('|)ly lies id

that liis hunters should use every exeition to prooure n <Tood

Htoreol provisions, and that he and his men would ace uipany

them to (li. mouth oC ihc Copp( r-iiiine Uiver; nud if they

were unmolested hy liie Esr|iiinianx, ll cy would extend liijir

journey farther. The cliief doired that in case of iiieetinsr

with any other Irilies of IndicUis or with the Esquimaux, that

the captain would influence llicni to live in peace witli

his peojile ; a request that was heard wiili the grcalest sa-

tisfaction hy Captain Franklin, nnd which he gnvu the full-

est assurance to Akaitclio he would endeavour to promote.

On the 4th of Ajuil the last supply of goods from Fort

Frovidence arrived, liie fruits of JMr. Hack's arduous journey

to tlic Athabasca Lake; and on the 17th Solomon Uelanuer

and Jean IJaptisle Uehnger, set out for Slave Lake, with a

box containin;^ the journals of theoflicirs, charts, drawings,

observations, and letters addressed to the Secretary of State

for Colonial Afl'airs. They also conveyed a letter for Gover-

nor M'illiains, in which Captain Franklin requested that liu

wouM, if possible, senfl a schooiur lo NVaj^er l$ay with pro-

visions and clothing to meet the exigences of the party, should

tlicy succeed in reaching thai part of the coast.

About the commencement of the month of April, provi-

sions became j'Xtieine.'y scarce; llie hunlcrs sent in no sup-

plies, and the women and children belonging to the Indians,

mIio preferred a stationary residence ik nr the house to the

continual removing to which they "cre sulij(Ct in following

the bunler.«, began (o < ndure t;r(al |iiivalions, ,iiid were
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rompeiifd to sustain llioinsolvcs l»y picking up the bones of

fliciiiiimals wliicli had been killed, and pounding them for

fdoil. Pieces of the hides of the deer were also cut up and

eaten. 'J he appearance that there would be shortness of

food for tlie whole parly was very alarming, and only one

in(K)se-deer, which had been killed at the distance of nearly

fifty miles from flic house, was procured for several days*

On the 2"lh a supply M-as sent in from Akaitclio, who had

t.iken .Aii::;nstus, one of the Esquimaux with him when he

pst fjiiiltcd the neighbourhood of Fort Enterprise ; and who

now returned in company with the persons sent with provi-

sions, and expressed great satisfaction at the reception he

met with among Akaitcho's people. Dr. Richardson, who
hail made an excursion to collect specimens of natural curio-

sity, returned on the seventh of May, and reported that he

had visitt'd the Indian tents, who had received an accession

of several families of old people, which occasioned such a

consmnj)tion of provisions as made him apprehensive (here

would not be suflicient provision obtained against the timo

for the departure of the Expedition.

On the llth Mr. Wentzel, who had been to the Indian

lodges, returned, having made the necessary arrangements

with Akaitclio for tlic drying of meat for summer use, and

bringing fresh meat to the fort and for procuring a sufllcient

quantity of the resin of the spruce fir, or as it is termed by

(he voyagers gum, for repairing the canoes previous to start-

ing and during the voyacc. He promised payment to the

Indian woman who should bring in any of the latter article,

and sent several men to the Moods to search for it.

As iMr. Wentzel had expressed a desire of proceeding no

fiirtlicr than the mouth of Copper-mine IJivcr, wliidi uasse-

• (indtd by tlie Indians, who wished him to n turn widi tiieni,

t';i|)tain rrankliii readily acceded to his wishes; and lliink-

in<; that he could render him the most effectual service in cs-

taiilisjiing depots of provision* at certain |)laf('s, arranged a

plan to that tfRet to be i.iiiuifitd by eirt tmistauces. Ducks
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niiil ifccse now bejjan to appear in considerable iiiitnl^crs,

niiicbcrries, cranberries, and otber symptoms of the advance

of" mildor weather, presented themselves ; the sap ran in the

pine trees; and though the ground continued frozen, the

power of the sun was evident.

On tlie 16th a Chief of the Copper Indian nation arrived

from Fort Providence. He brouglit with him his son. Ik--

itijr affocled with snow blindness, Dr. Richardson relieved

him by pouring' a few drops of laudanum into his eyes, a re-

medy which had always proved efi'ectual wheneverany of the

party became affected by that complaint. On the 21st all

(he men belonging* to the Expedition who had been sent to

assist Akaitcho returned, and information was iriving^ that

Akaitcho was on his jonrney to the Fort, and that bu ex-

pected to be received with a salute of muskets and other ho-

nours. As soon as his approach wasannounced, a flag was

hoisted, and a salute fired ; which was returned by his own

peoj)le. His standard bearer marched before him, and he

followed with martial step, and was received with all possi-

ble parade by the captain and his party. The calumet or

pipe was passed round the assembly, eacli taking a whiff", and

a present of such things as could be produced and spared,

placed before the chief, whose people seated themselves in a

circle around him. He then made a speech, in the con-

clusion of which he expressed his hope that the Great Chief

(tlie King ofGreat Britain) would send him a present. This

lie was assured should be done provided he was faithful to

the engagements he had made. He then spoke ofmany dis-

appointmen's he had experienced, and said iiai the reports

he had receivetl were to the discredit of the party and caused

him to doui^t as to their being what they represented tiicni-

selves. In conclusion he said that he should decline the pre-

sent laid b( fure him.

'I'o thesi! observations Captain Franklin replied, tjiat

Akailclio 0!l^ht not to credit tlie reports be had heard to the

prt'jiidiie ul the LKpcilition, and thai it was within his(tlie
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chief's) knowledge, by his debts to the Company having- been

cancelled, that his connection with the Expedition would be

serviceable to his own interest, and to the interest of his peo>

pie. Captnin Franklin also stated that on his part he felt

disappointment, as Akaitcho had not fulfilled his engage-

ments in providing that supply of provisions which he gave

them to expect ; and that indeed there appeared more real

ground for complaint on the part of those attached to (he Kx-

pedition than there was on that of Akaitcho. Upon being

silenced by these arguments, he began again to express his

opinion that the whole party would perish in the attempt to

reach the sea, and insinuated that the presents set before

him were not to the extent of his expectations ; and that the

quantity of ruin was not sufficient. Upon this he was assured

that it was all the rum they had, and that the other articles

were to the utmost extent that they could spare. Finding

nil his eObrts to obtain more unavailable, he should, he said

wait the arrival of his brother, who was named Humpy, be-

fore he accepted the present; his people however came af-

terwards to fetch the rum, and this was considered as au

evidence of content.

On the 2;jth, clothing, and other necessary articles, were

issued to the Canadians as their equipment lor the ensuing

voyage. Two or three blankets, some tlolh, iron-work, and

trinkets were reserved for distribution anu)ngst the Esqui-

m;uix on the sea- coast. Laced <lrrsses were given to Au-

gustus and Jutiius, aiul it is impossible todescribe the joy that

took possession of the latter on the receipt of this jire-

sei'.t. Tlie hiijipy little fellow burst into ecstatic laughter, as

lie survived the dinercnt arti<les of his gay habiliments.

In tlic aftcnioun lluiiipy, Akaitrho's elder brother, Anna'-

tlnii yazzi'h, amitlier of his lirolhcrs, and one of the guides,

arrived with ilir niiiiiinderofAkaitchu's baud ; asalso l.ong-

legs, lirotlnr to the Hook, with tlir. e o( his bund, 'riicic

Wert' now in tlieeiHiinipnunltliiily hunters, lliiiiy-oiie women,

end sixty eliililicn, in all one huMdred and t\venty«oiu', (il'tlK;
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were

Cnpppr Iiidini) or Hctl-Kiiife tribe Tlie rest of the nation

wcio witli the Hook on the lower part of ttie Coppcr-niine

l{iv<T. Anntrtliai-yazzeli is remarkable amongst tlie Indians

lor the number of his descendants ; he has eighteen children

living- by two wives, of whom sixteen were at the fort at this

lime.

On the 26lh they met the heads of the [ndian party again

in conncil. Akaitclio complained that Mr. Wentzel had ob-

tained a greater distribntion of presents for the Canadians

than they onght to have received, and thereby his share had

been reduced j upon which Mr. Wentael reminded him that

on the very outset it had been stated to him that tlie presents

were to be made to him on his return from accompanying

the Expedition ; and his brother Humpy said that he himself

was present at a conference when that declaration was made.

One of the guides now declared that he would accompany

the white people to the sea, expecting- the presents on his re-

turn. These assertions so silenced Akaitcho, that after some

further enquiries made by him whether the trading Compa-

nies were rich, and an effort to obtain a few more kettles

and blankets, to supply which the ofliccr«> each gave up a

blanket from their own beds, he ceased urging his request.

It seemed evident that his purpose was to get every article

the party had taken with them as presents to the Esquimaux

or other strangers tl-ny might meet, and before the day closed

he explicitly declared to his people that ifany of them chose

to follow the Expedition they might, but that the presents

were too few to satisfy him. Upon this several tame for-

wards and dcchued their rciuliiicss to proceed, niul then re-

ceived their share of the prist nts ; a proceeding most con-

solatory to Captii'" ''rankl in, as rcnderint-' the conduct of the

chief o' ..J little importance.

On the 28lh, Long-legs had a meeting with the captain,

and stated that his brother the Hook was on the borders of

the Coppermine River procuring provisions for the party ;

Akaitcho entcrini>; the room at the time, assumed a cheerful
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•Ictncnnor, and said that as he was fully satisfied TtuMaptaio

had it not in his power to make any more presents, lie should

rely upon hit> promises, and would proceed to the river as

soon as the weather would permit them to travel.

By the endof the month of May, there was daylight dur-

ing the whole twenty-four hours. Every thing being ready as

far as their resources would admit, on the 4th of June one

party of the Expedition, headed by Dr. Uichardson, set out

on theirjourney ofdiscovcry. They had three sledges, drawn

by dogs, to convey the stores and other necessaries, and each

man had to take also a package of about eighty pounds, be-

sides such articles of their own as were necessary. The

Avhole party comprehended twenty-three xsons, consisting

of Indian hunters and guides with their wives, exclusive of

children. On the same day Akaitcho and the hunters

under h'> direction quitted the house. On their leaving,

twenty balls were giving to each hunter, with a proportion of

powder, and they were desired to make depots of provisions

for the Expedition on the road to Point Lake. It was then

particularly urged upon the chief, in the presence of all his

people, that he should make a depotof provisionsat this place

previous to next September, as a resource should the party

return this way. He and the guides not only promised to

see this done, but suggested that it would be more securo

if placed in the cellar, or in Mr. Wentzel's room. The

Dog-ribs, they said, would respect any thing that was in the

Louse, as knowing it to belong to the white people. At the

close of the conversation Akaitcho exclaimed with a smile,

" I see now that you have really no goods left, (the rooms

nndsiores being completely stripped,) and therefore I shall

not ti'ouble you any more, but use my best endeavours to

prepare provisions for you, and I think if the animals are to»

lerably numerous, we may get plenty before you can embark

on the ri/er."

'.'he snow was now confined to the bases ot'the hills, and

tlie hunters said that the season was early. The opci'atious
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of nature, however, seemed very tanly. They were eager

to be gone, and dreaded the lapse of summer, before tlie

Indians would allow it had bc^uii. On the lltli the geese

and ducks had left the vicinity of Fort Enterprise, and pro-

reeded to the northward. Some young ravens and whiskey-

joliDS made their appearance at this time.

On he r2tli Winter River was nearly cleared of ice, and

on the 13th the men returned, having left Dr. Richardson

on the borders of Point Luke. Dr. Richardson slated by

letter tiiat the snow was deeper in many parts near his e^-

ranipmcnt than it had been at any time last winter near Fort

Enterprise, and that the ice at Point Lake had scarcely be-

gun to decay. Althougli the voyagers were much fatigued

on their arrival, and had eaten nothing for the last twenty-

four hours, they were very cheerful, and expressed a desire

to start with the remainder of the stores next morning.

On the I5th and 16th of June, the canoes having been re«

paired, the remainder of the party attached to the Expedition

took their departure from Fort Enterprise, full of spirits at

embarking in the further pursuit of the great object which en-

gaged their attention. In one of ilie rooms they left a box

iii which was deposited a journal of their progress, which, on

the return of Mr. Wentzel, was to be conveyed to England

in the most ready manner in wliicli it could be accomplished.

The room M'as blocked up, and, by the advice of Mr. U'ent-

zel, n drawing representing a man holding a dagger in a

tiircatening attitude, was fixed to the door, to deter any Iti-

dinns from breaking i^ open. They now directed their course

towards the Dog-rib Rock, but as the servants were loaded

with the weight of near one hundred and eighty pounds each,

they proceeded at n slow pace. The day was extremely

warm, and the musqnitoes, whose attacks had hitherto been

feoble, issued forth in swarms from the marshes, and were

very tormenting. Having walked five miles they encamped

near a. small cluster of pines about two miles from the Dog-

rib Rock. The canoe party had not been seen since they net

P. V. 20. O o o
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out. The IiiintiTS went forward to Marten Lake, intendfiijf

to wait at a place where two deer were deposited. At Mar-

ten Lake tliey joined the canoe party, an<l encamped with

them. They liad the mortification of learning from tlio hun-

ters tliat tlic meat ihey liad put in store here, had been de-

stroyed liy the wolverenes, and they had in consequence to

furnish the supper from their scanty stock of dried meat.

On lhc21st of .June, some of the party reached the tents

on Pdiiil Lake, where Dr, J^ichardson and the people who
accompanied him had fixed their residence, and in the even-

ing of the same day, Mr. Wentzel and the party with the ca-

noes, also arrived, after a most fatiguing journey. The ice

on the lake was still six or seven feet thick, and there was

no appearance of its decay except near the edges; and as it

was evident that, hy remaining here luitil it should be re-

moveil, they might lose every prospect of success in the iin-

dertakini^. Captain Franklin tli iermini'd on drai;ging the

stores along its si'.rface, until they should <'()iu(! to a part

of the river where they cr)uld eml)ark ; and directions were

given this evening f r each man to |)repare a train for the con-

veyance of his portion c! ilie stores.

Akni(chi) and the hunters were encamped here, but their

families, and the rest of the tribe, had gone off two days be-

fore to the Heth-see-to, a large lake to the northward, where

they inlentled |)as.sing tliesum;i er. Long-legs and Keskar-

rah had tieparted, to desire the Hook to collect as much

meal as he could against their arrival at liis lodge. They

learnt that Akaitcho and his puly had expended all the am-

munition llicy had r>.ceive(l at Fort Enterprise, williout

having contributed any supply of provison. Dr. Richardson

had, however, through the assistance of two hunters he kept

with him, prepared two hundred poimdsof dried meat, which

. as now their sole dependance for the journey.

The nundjer of the hunters wao now reduced to five, as

two of (he most active doclineil going any further, their fa-

ther who thought himself dying, liaving solicited them to
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remain and close his t'jcs. 'ilicsc iivo svcn; riiriiislicd with

ainiiiiinition, niul sciil torwiinl to hunt on iho soulh liordrr

of the lake, with dircrtioiis to jdacc any iiiciif lliuy inif^ht pro-

cure near the edge of (ho lake, and set up marks to ;juide to

the spots. Akaitcho, his hrotlier, the guide, and three

other men, retnained. They were much surprised to |)er-

ceive an extraordinary difrerence in climate in so short an

advance to the northward .is fifty miles. The snow lure

was lying in lar^c; patches on llie hills. The dwarf-hireh

and willows were only just he^innnig to open their buds.

which had hurst forth at Fort Iinlei prise many days before

their departure. Vegetation seemed to he throe weeks or u

n'.onth later here than at that place. The provision consist-

ed of only two bags of |>L'mmi(aii, two of pounded meat,

five of suet, and two small bundles of dried provision, to-

gether with fresh meat sufiicieut for supper at night. It

was gratifying to witness the readiness with which the men

prepared for and coininenced a journey, which threatened

to be so very laborious, as each of them had to drag up-

wards of one hundred and eighty pounds on his sledge.

The sufl'erings of tiie peoj)le in this early stage of the jour-

ney were truly discouraging. Captain Franklin, tiierefore,

determined on leaving the third canoe, which had been

principally carried lo provid*; against any accident to tiie

others. They wonlil tliiis gain three men, to lighten the

loads of those who were most lame, and an addilion;il dog

for each of the other canoes. It was accordingly properly

secured on a st.agc erected for the purpose near the encamp-

ment. Dried meat was issued for supper, but in tlie course

of the evening tlie Indians killed two deer.

Ihey continued their journey till the SDlh, when their at-

tention was drawn lo some pine branches w liieh were scat-

tered on the ice, and which proved to be maiks ilnccting to

n place whirc tin; hunters had deposited the carcas(>s of two

deer. Ak.iilcho, judging from the aj)pea.auce of the nuut,

<) O (I 'J
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tliou"lit it liad boon plartil liuro (liroc ilays before, am! tliat

the hunters wore considerably in advance.

On the 30tli of June, tlie men having gnmnied the canoes,

embarked with their bnrdens to descend the river. The ri-

ver was about two hundred yards wide, and its course being

uninterrupted, a sanjfuine hope was indulged of getting on

more speedily, until ihey perceived that liie waters of lioek-

nest Lake were still bound by ice, and that recourse must

a"ain be had to tlu; sledges. The ice was miicii decayed,

.".nd (he party were ex posed to great risk of breaking through

in niuking the traverse. In one part tliey had to cross an

open ehaimel in ihe canoes, and in another were compelled

to quit the Lake, and make a porta;;e along the land. When

the party got upon the ice again, the guide evinced much

imrertainty as to the route. The ice craeketl at every step,

and the party were obliged to separate widely to prevent

accidents.

The guide being etill iincerfain as to the road they were

pursuing, tliry came to a bay on (he north side of Roek-nest

Lake, expecting to find the Copper-mine River; but to their

great disappointment, they perceived oidy a small stream

emptying itself into the Lake. The guide now confessed

that he knew not where he was, and desired the party to

wait while he ascended a hill to take a view of the country,

that he might set himself right. While waiting his return,

two rein-deer were seen running swiftly near them, pur-

sued by a wolf; but the latter, on perceiving the party, fled

away when within a few paces of the hindmost of the deer.

On the return of the guide, he said that he had discovered

the Cop|)er-mine River, at a distant part of the hike ; and

they immediately proceeded towards it. The caimes and

stores were dragged over the ice, and passing two hazardous

rapids, they approached the Copper-mine River. It was

two hundred yards wide at this place, and the sides were well

covered with wood. At this place Akaitcho and several of

the Indians net them and stated that their companions were
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behind, Laving placed five rcin-decr inukr cover for the

parly. These were iiiiincdirjtely sent for.

They embarked at nine in the inornin<>- on the 2nd ofJuly

and descended a succession of strong rnpids for three niihs.

They were carried along with rapidity, shooting over large

stones, upon nliich a bingle stroke would have beendcstrnc-

tive to the canoes, and were also in danger ofbreaking them,

for the want of the long poles wiiich lie along their bottoms

and equalize their cargoes, as they plunged very niuch, and

on one occasion the first canoe was almost filled with the

naves. In one place the passage was blocked up by drift

ice, still derply covered with snow. A channel for the ca-

noes was made for some distance with the hatchets and poles;

hut on reaching the more compact part, they were under the

necessity of transporting the canoes and cargoes across it;

an operation of much hazard, as the snow concealed the nu-

merous holes which the water had made in the ice.

The guide was again in doubt as to the correctness of his

rout, and the party rested for the day while the guide and

two men were sent to examine the country. In the evening

some of the hunters arrived, and stated that it was reported

the parly had perished in crossing one of the rapids.

This arose from the circumstance of one of the dogs having

two days before set off in pursuit of some deer, and finding

the encampment of the hunters, had joined thfDi; and these

people being always disposed to apprehensions and fears,

concluded that this dog had escaped alone. The consequence

of these surmises was, that leaving the meat they had col-

lected, they set out for the place at which they supposed

Long-legs was hunting, and the distance they had left the

meat behind was too great for them to return and fetch it,

Akaitcho and the hunters now therefore proceeded forwards

to a spot eminent for the success which the hunters met with,

and where they calculated upon meeting with plenty of deer.

In passing through the rapids Mhich they had crossed, the

boats bad sustained considerable injury, and Captain Frank-
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lin now ordered tliat in future no rnpid sliould bo entered ini*

til the bowman bad examined Mlictlier it were safe to <ro

throui^Ii it, as otherwise tlicy were dirceted to land and eon-

rey the canoes over. Having given these directions, early

in the morning of the 4th of July tlie party again set forward,

md on the same day passed tlirough several dangerous rapids,

the persons in charge of the boats taking the jtrecaution,

wherever any hazard appeared, of landing several of the ar-

ticles ;
yet notwithstanding all their care, the bark of one of

their canoes was split. The damage however was soon re-

paired. After this they came to a part of (he river whire the

drift ice had accumulated so !is to fill the channel, and they

were compelled to carry the cargoes and canoes over if. In

doing this, liiree of the people fell tlirongh, but sustained no

other inconvenience than a thorough wetting

After travelling upwards of twenty miles they encamped,

and received the agreeable intelligence that Aknitclio and

his hunters had killed eight musk oxen. Some of tlie party

Mere sent ofl'to assist in bringini^ in this se;is'inable su[)ply.

Tho musk oxen, like the burt'alo, herd toi;ether in bands,

and generally frequent the barren grounds during the sum-

mer months, keepingnear the rivers, but retire to the woods

in winter. They seem to be less watcliCiil than most oilier

wild animals, and when grazing are not diilkult to approach'

provided the hunters go against the «in(l; when two or three

men get so near a herd as to fire at them from diircreni

points, these animals instead of separating or running- away,

hudille closer together, and several are generally killed; but

if the wound is not mortal they become enraged anl dart in

the most fniious manner at the hunters, who must be wry
dexterous to evade them. They can defend themselves by heir

powerful horns ai^aiiist the wolves and bears, which, as the

Indians say, they not unfrequently kill. They feed on the

same substance M-ith the rein-deer, and the |)rint8 of the

feet of these two animals are so much alike, that it rcrju'rcs

the eye of an experienced hunter to distinguish them. The
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liiiDtors nddi'il two more to tln.'ir stock in tlic course of tlie

tii<j^lit, and as they had now more meat than the party coiilil

ronsiinic frcsli, they chlayed their voyage next day to dry it.

Tlie hiiiit(>rs were .sii|)|>li(>d with more ammunition, and sent

forward ; but Akaitciio, liis brother, and another Indian, re-

mained.

The officers ha<l treated Akaitcho more distantly since tlieir

(h'partnrc from I'oint Lake, to mark their opinion ofhismis-

cundnct. 'I he diligence ill liuiitiiig, however, wliich lie had

evinced at tliis phice, induced them to receive him more fa-

iiiiiiarly when he came to the tent. During conversation he

endeavoured to excite suspicions against tlie Hook, by say-

ing, " I am aware that you consider me the worst man ofmy
nation; l)iit I know llie Hook to be a great rogue, and I

tliink he will disappoint you."

On the (llh, tliey ai^ain set forward, passing through seve-

ral more r ipids. On the following day tlicy arrived at the

Honk's encampment. There were with him at this tune only

three of ilie liiiulers, and some old men and their families,

the remainder of his party remaining on the confines of Bear

Lake. Keskarraii, one of the guides, had joined him some

days previous, as had his broth«'r Long-legs, and on meeting

the Hook at once informed the captain what preparations he

had made in respect of provisions for the party. Ho said

that an unusual scarcity of animals this season, togelhur with

tiie circumstance of haviii;' only just received a sup|)ly ofam-

munition from Fort Proviflince, had prevented liini from

collecting the quantity of meat he had wished to do. The

amount, indeed, he said, is very >^i»a!l. but 1 « ill cheerfully

give you what I have : we are too much indebled to (he v.hite

people, to allow them to want food on our lands, v/hilst we

have any to give theuu Our families can live on fish until

Me can procure more meat, but the season is too short to al-

low of your delaying, to gain subsistence in that luaniier.

He immediately desirotl, aloud, that the women should bring

all the meat they had ; and sioon collected sufficient to make
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llirco bagR ami a liiiiroCpeiiuuicaii, besides some dried meat

and tongues. Tlio party were truly delif;lited by this prompt

niid cheerful beliaviour, and would gladly have rewarded the

kindness of himself an<l his companions by some substantial

present, but were limited by the scantiness of their store to

a small donation of fifteen charges of ammunition to each of

the chief'*; however they accepted notes on the North-

west Company, to be paid at Fort Providence; and to these

was sjubjoinod an order for a few articles of clothint;, as an

additional present.

As the animals aboimd, at all times, on the borders of

Bear Lake, the Hook promised to remain on the east

side of it until the month of November, at a particu-

lar spot nearest to tlie Copper-mine River, from whence

there is n coimnunication by a chain of lakes and portages.

There the principal deposit of provision was to be made ; but

during the summer the hunters were to be employed in putt-

ing up supplies of dried meat at convenient distances, not

only along the communication from this river, but also upon

its banks, as far down as the Copper Mountain. They were

iilso to place particular n)arks to guide to their stores.

The confidence manifested by the Ilook in the assurances

of a liberal payment for whatsnpplieshe procured, washighly

pleasing, and Captain Franklin promised to send the neces-

sary documents by Mr. Wentzel. The great anxiety also

which the Hook expressed for the safety and welfare of the

party gave additional ,>leasure. After representing the nu-

merous hardships they would have to encounter in the strong-

est manner, though in language similar to what had often

been heard from Akaitcho, he earnestly entreated they

would be constantly on guard against the treachery ofthe Es-

quimaux ; and no less forcibly desired they would not pro-

ceed far along the coast, as they dreaded the consequences

of being exposed to a tempestuous sea in canoes, and having

to endure the cold of the autumn on a shore destitute of fuel

The Hook, having been an invalid for several years, rejoiced
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lit tlie opportunity of consulting Dr. Riciiartlsoii, who iminc-

iliatciy gave bicn udvico, and supplied him with medicine.

Proceeding on tlieir voyage, and passing the; base of u

range of hills, and tJirough several rapids, they arrived at a

plai e which exhibited manifest tokens of having l)een recently

\i.sited. They therefore encamped, and »nade a large lire

as a signal, which was answered in 'i similar way. Mr.

Wontzel was immediately sent, in expectation of getting

provisions for them. On his return, they learned that tlio

parlj' con^iisled of three old Copper Indians, with their fa-

iniru's, who had supported themselves with the bow and ar-

row since last autumn, not having visited Fort Providencn

for more than a year; and so successful had they been, that

they were enabled to supply the party with upwards of se-

venty pounds of dried meat, and six moose .skins fit for mak-

ing shoes, which were tho more valuable as they were ap-

prehensive of being barefooted before the journey could be

completed. They now came to a rapid which had bcffn the

theme of discourse with the Indians for many days, and which

they had described as impassable in ranoes. The rivor here

(lestends for three quarters of a mile, in a deep, hut nar-

row and crooked channel, which if ha.s cut through the

foot of a hill of six hundred feet high. It is confined be-

tween perpendicular cliffs, resembling stone walls, varying

in height fiom eighty to one hundred and fifty feet, on whioli

lies a mass of fine sand. The body of the river, pent within

this narrow chasm, dashed furiously round the projf>cting

rocky columns, and discharged itself at the northern extre-

mity in a sheet of foam. The canoes, after being light-

ened of part of their cargoes, ran through this defile with-

out sustaining any injury. In the evening the Indians made

a large fire, as a signal to the Hook's part;, that they had

passed the terrific rapid in safety. The hunters were sent

forward to hunt at tho Copper Mountain.^, under the super-

i'll-ndence of Adam, the intiTpreter, who received strict

P. V. 20. P P P
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injunctions not to permit them to make auv large fire?, lest

thoy sitould ahui.! siriUigTnj^ parties of the Esquimaux.

Tho latitude of their situation at this time was tJTdep.

10 min. long. 116 deg.25 min. They had provisions tor four-

teen days; alihoufi[h the weather was warm, much snow re-

mained on the mountains. The Indians, knowing the course of

the river to he now nothing but a succession of rapids, said it

was useless to take the canoes any farther, but Captain Parry

expecting that circumstances might arise which would require

tlic useof acanoe, directed one tobeconveyed with the (larty.

As they were now entering tiie confines of tlie Ksquimaux

ijounlry, the guidts recommended caution in lighting

fires, lest they should discover themselves, adding (hat tho

same reason would lead tl.eni to travel as much as possible in

the valleys, and to avoid crossing the tops of the hills. Largo

masses of ice twelve or fourteen feet thick, were still ad-

hering to many |)arts of the hank, in;licatiiig the tardy de-

parture of wiiirr from this inhospitable liind, but the earlli

around was ricli willi vegeiaiion. In the evtriing two musk-

oxen being seen on the l;* uch, were I'ursued and killed.

Whilst waiting to end)aik the meat, the Indians rejoined,

and rej)orted they had been attacked by a bear, which

sprung upon them whilst tlicy were conversing together.

His attack was so sudden that t'lcy had n^t lime to level their

guns properly, and all missed except Akaitcho, who,

less confused than the rest, took deliberate aim, and shot tho

animal dead.

Being iidbrmed that they were now within a short di^t.ince

of those parts which the Esquimaux always frequent, the

tents were pitched and a i)arty sent forward to examine the

coimtry. Tiie remains of an Esquimaux residence were

visible, and a watch was constantly kept to prevent surprise.

The remainder of the party slc'i t v^idi tlicir arms, ready to

r('P<'l every assault ; and Junius iind Augustus, the two

l^squimuu\ who were attached to the exp<"!ition, were sent

forward to suek for an interview with some of their natioui
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'Si cy were most ck'sirouti nt' heinij so eniployed ; and cacli

concealing a brace of pistols in tiieir dress, and being- [ho-

"ided with looking glasses, beads, and other trinkets, pre

pared to depart. It was with much reluctance on the pnrl

of Captain Franklin that they were put in an exposed situa-

tion; hut they cheerfully engaged in the duty; and putting

on the Estpiimaux dresses which had been prepared for

them, and receiving directions to state to their people that

the white men were desirous of promoting peace and reaon-

ciliation between tliem and the neighbouring nations, they

set forward on tiieir journey. They were also to en(juirc by

AUiat passage large ships might be sent to the Esquimaux

people. If possible, he was to prevail on souio of the people

to return with him : but if ho found no inhabitants, he was

to return without delay. The Indians were required at

this time to keep within their encampment, and the solici-

tude for th(" wellare of the two Lntiuiniaux wai sucii as to

induce the ofllcers to ascend a hill which was near, for the

purpose of ascertaining their return.

Dr. Richardson, Laving the first watch, had gone to tiia

summit of the hill and renuiined seated, contemplating the

river that waslivd the precipice under his feet, long after

dusk had hid distant objects Iroin his view. His thoughts

were, ))erhaps, far distaut from the surrounding scenery,

when he was roused by an indistinct noise behind him, and

on looking round perceived that nine whitt? wohes had

ranged iheniselves in form of a crrscent, and were advanc-

ing, ai)pari*iitly with the intention of driving him into tin-

river. On his rising up they halted, and when he advanced

they made way for his passage down to the tents. ITe had

his gun Ml ids hand, but foriiore to lire, lest ther<! should

be Es(piimaux in the neighbourhood. During Mr. Went-

zel's middli! watch, the wolves appeared repeatedly mi the

summit of the hill, and at one time they succeeded in driving

a deer over the orecioice 'i'hc animal was stunned I'V I ho
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lall, but recov<iinj- itself, swum aciiiss the slream, an(?

fsciiped up the river.

The iiiglit hiiving passed away witliout (lie return of cither

Junius or Augustus, Captain Franklin resolved to seek for

them. It was with diflTicuIty that they prevailed on tli.- In-

dians to remain at the encampment, which it was wished

lliev should do, *o prevent their beiti^ seen by the Esqui.

inaux. Akaitcho was, as usual, full of fearful apprehen-

sions, saying that Junius and Auguj^'us must have been

killed, and that no doubt the Esquimaux were collecting

for the purpose of attacking the party. After much j)er-

suasion, however, he agreed to remain, provided Mr. Went-

zel con'.iuued with them, which he accordingly did.

Having tlms far succeeded, the party proceeded along

the river, each person carrying a gun and a dagger. On

ascending a hill to take a view of the country before them,

to their great disappointment, lo sea was discernible, but

iin extent of land bounded bj a range of hills, quite con-

trary to what their guides led them to expect. In the cdurse

of (he day they met Junius, who was returning to inform (he

par(y that they had found some Esquimaux tents at one of

the Falls, on the opposite side of the river, the people in

which were asleep ; that they afterwards sjioke to them

across the river, and (old them of the arrival of some white

people from a very distant part, and that they had hmught

some useful articles, to give the Esquimaux in tok(>n of

peace. Juniu.i said that they appeared considerably alarmed

at the information ; but that one of the party approached

(he shore on the side where Junius and Augustus were, and

spake with the ladcr, who was able to converse with tiienj

although there was some diilicidty in making each other

understand. After u few hours rest, Junius set out again

ti) join Augustus, taking sufficient provisions with him, the

\ ant of wliich had given occasion to his present rc'lurn. Tie

was now accompanied by tlic seaman Hepburn, who was lu

lullow ut a short distance.
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Soon aficr they were mortilicil l)y the upjX'DtMiict! ol" the

Iruliuns with Mr. Weiitzel, who IkkI iii vain endf.vourec! to

restrain them iVom following. The only reason assigned by

Akaitcho for his conduct was, that he wished lor a re-as-

surance of the captain's promise to establish |)eiice between

his nation and the liliiquinunix. }Io ajr.iin enforced the

necessity of llicir remaining behind, until the party had ob-

tained the confidence and good will of their enemies. After

snpper, Dr. Richardson ascended a lofty hiil about thrcH

miles from the encampment, and obtained tho first view of

the sea; it appeared to be covered with ice. A large pro-

montory, and its lofty mountains, proved to b(! tho land thry

had seen in the forenn m, and which had led thrm to believe

the sea was still far distant. He saw the sun set a few

minutes before midnight from the same elevated situation.

It did not rise during the half hour he remained there, but

before he reached the encampment its rays gilded the lops

of the hills.

On the 15th of June they proceeded on their journey,

restraining with difliculty the Indians from accompanying

them, notwithstanding Captain Franklin threatened that he

would withhold the reward he had promised them if they

did not wait till he had prcpareil tiic liisquiniaux to ren ivc

them. At noon they perceived llejjhurn lying on the iii't

bank of the river, and landed immediately to receive his in-

formation. As he rej)resente<i the water to be shoal the

whole way to the rapid (below wliich the Esquimaux were)

the shore parly were directed to continue their march to a

sandy bay at the head of the fall, and there wait the arrival

of the canoes. Somi; of tho men incautiously appeared just

as Augustus was si)eaking to one of the lOsquiiuaux, who

had again approached in his canoe, and was ahuost per-

suaded to land. The unfortunate n[)pearance of so m.iny peo-

ple at this instant, revived his fears, and he crossed over to

the eastern bank of the river and lied with the whole of tiin

party. They learned from Augustu-s that thi.< |i>irty oen-
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si.stin-? of four men and as niuny wotnon, liad manifested n

friendly disposition. Two of tlie former were very tall. The

man who first came to s|)eak to liiin, inquired the number of

canoes that be had with them, t^xpressed himself to be not

displeased at their arrival, and dissired him to caution the

party not to attempt running the rapid, but to make the port-

anc on the wcat side of the river. Notwithstanding: this fa-

vourable appearance, the Esquimaux soon after fled ; but it

was hoped that they would return after their first alarm bad

subsided; t^nd therefore Augustus and Junius were sent

across the river to look for the runaways, but their search

was entirely fruitless. They afterwards put a few pieces of

iron and trinkets in their canoes, which were lyin^jf on the

beach. Several human skulls, v, hich bore the marks of vio-

Iciice, and many bones were strewed about the ground near

the encampment, and as the spot exactly answers the des-

cription given by Mr. Hearne, where the Chipewyans who

accompanied him had perpetrated the dreadful massaii;- on

the Esquimmix, no doubt was made of this bcinii Ih ' phxe.

notwilhslandintr the dill'erence in its po.^ilion as to latitude

and longitude j;iven by hiru.

On the morninff of the 16lh three mm were sent up the

river to search for dried wood to nia!\e flo;its for the nets.

Ad.im the ititerpreler was also dispatched willi a Canadian,

to inform Akaitcho of the flight of the I'Lsquiinaux. Adam
soon returned in the utmost consternation, and said that a

party of Esquimaux were pursuing the men who had been

sent to collect floats. Thoy hid como «|uit'i unawares

ujjon Iho Es!|uiniaux party, which ctmsisted of six men,

with their women arsil children, wh) wire travelling to-

wards the rapid with a considerable number of dogs carry-

ing their baggage. The women hid themselves on the fisst

alarm, but the men advanced, and stopping at somo distaiue

from the party, began to dance in a circle, tossing up their

hands in the air, aud accompanying their motions with much

shouting, to signify, as we supposdl, heir dfsire of peace.
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Nf^iilier }.arty was willing to approucli the other ; and at

Iciifftli the Esciuimaux rolired to ihr hill, from whenco

tlicy iuid descended when first seen. They proceeded in tho

hope of gaining an interview with them, and on the summit

of the hill they found, lying behind a stone, an old man

who was too infirm to efl'ect his escape wi(h the rest. He
was much terrified when Augustus advanced, and probably

expecleil immediate death ; but that the fatal blow might

not be unrevenged, he seized his spear, and made a thrust

with it at his supposed enemy. Augustus, however, easily

repressed the feeble effort, and soon calmed bis fears by

presenting him with some pieces of iron, and assuring him of

his friendly intentions. Dr. liichardsoii and Capt, Franklin

(hen joined (hem, and after receiving some presents, (ho

old tv.ut was quite composed, and became communicative.

His di.ilcct (litVered from that used by Augustus, but they

understood each other tolerably well.

The old man said (hat the party «ho accompanied him,

amounted to seven persons with (heir families. Ho had

heard, he said, of white men having been seen by some of

his Ui.lion, a coiisiderable distance to the eastward. In

reply lo enijuiiies addressed to him, he said that diilt wood

would be found along the coast, that lish \um<' plentiful, that

seals were abundant ; and that it wasusu.d with his nation at

this season to come into these parts to procure salmon, whi'jii

were now abundant about tho Bloody Fall. He said his

nniiu' was White Fox a 'd that his tribe called themselves tho

Dier Horn Esquimaux. He said that at the conclusion of

the time for catching salmon they removed to the westward,

where they built themselves snow-houses on the borders of a

river. After this White Fox proposed to go to his store ,

but appearing too infirm to walk without the help of sticks,

Augustus assisted him ; and when arrived there he presented

some dried meal to each of (he party, which being considcrf'<l

among these people as an offer of peace, was eaten by them

ulthougb it was far from being sweet. Being given to un-
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(lerstand that the party wanted provisions, he said that thov

harl a goi.J supply of them, whicli he would shew them.

Capta'ui Franklin now comfnuiiicated to him that they

were accompanied by some Co|)pi'r Indians, who were very

desirous to make peace wiih his nation, and that they had

re(]uested hi.n to prevail upon the Esquimaux to receive

them in a friendly manner; to which he replied, " He should

rejoice to see an end put to the hostility that existed between

the nations, and therefore would most gladly welcome

them." Having dispatched A lam to inform Akaitcho of this

circumstance, they left White J^^ox, in the hope that his party

would rejoin him ; but as they had douhts whether the

young men would venture upon coming to the tents, on the

old man's bare representation, Augustus and Junius were

sent back in the evening, to remain with him until they

came, that they might fully detail tiicir intentions.

White Fox was bent with age, but appeared to be about

five feet ten inches high. His hands and feet were small in

proportion to his height. Whenever he received a present,

he placed each article first on his right shoulder, and then on

his left; and when he wished to express still higher satisfac-

tion, he rubbed it over his head. He held hatchets, and

other iron instruments, in the highest esteem. On seeing

his countenance in a glass for the first time, he exclaimed,

" I siiall never kill deer more," and immediately put the

mirror down. The tribe to which he belongs repair to the

sea in spiiug, and kill seals ; as the season advances they hunt

deer and musk oxen at some distance from the coast. Their

weapon is the bow and arrow, and they get suQiciently nigh

the deer, either by crawling, or by leading these animals by

ranges of turf towards a spot where the archer conceals him-

self. Their bows are formed of three pieces of fir, the cen-

tre piece alone bent, the other two lying in tlio .same straight

line with the bowstring; the pieces are neatly tied together

with sinew. Their canoes are similar to those in Hudson's

Straights, but smaller. They get fish constantly in the rivers,
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and in the hccI as soon as the ice breakss ut). Tins tribe du

not make use of nets, but are tolerably successful with the

liook and line. Their cooking utensils are made of pot-

stone, and they form very neat dishes of fir, the sides being

made of thin deal bent into an ovnl furni, secured at the

ends by sewing, and fitted so nicely to the bottom as to be

|ierfectly water-tiglit. They have also large spoons made

of the horns of the musk oxen.

Akaitcho arrived in the evening, and it appeared that he

had seen the Esquimaux the day before, and sought to hold

correspondence with them ; but that they appeared fearful to

advance. Akaitcho followed tlieni at n distance, and sought

so to surround them that they would be reduced to (he ne-

cessity of meeting either witli the English party, or with the

Indians. He had obtained an interview witii Wiiite Fox,

who at first manifested a hostile spirit, hut was soon pacified

on finding that the Indians were friendly disposed.

As Junius and Augustus did not return, Mr. Hood and a

party of men were sent in search of them. They found that

White Fox's wife had been with him, who said that all the

Esquimaux had gone to a distance, where some of their peo-

pic were fishing. In the course of the day, a party of Es-

quimaux were observed at a short distance, but as soon as they

saw Captain Franklin's people they fled with precipitation. On

the other hand such fearful apprehensions took hold of Akait-

cho and his people that they resolved to proceed no farther.

'J hey expressed their fears lest their reteat should be cut

olF; and although Captain Franklin endeavoured to prevail

on them to continue, by offers of considerable advantage,

nothing could overcome their fears ; he then requested them

to wait at the Copper Mountains for Mr. Wenlseel and the

men who were to return, on the party arriving at the sea,

which after muoli persuasion tliey agreed to do, and then

departed after promising to provide a deposit of provisions at

Fort Enterprise, for the use of the party on their return.

Pierre St. Germain and Jean Baptiste Adam, two of the

R V. 21. Q Q Q
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interpreters, were also im|)ri'sse(l with sucIj fearful apprc-

hensions for their safety, that they solicited to be discharf^ed
;

and the former declared that he had only engaged to accom-

pany the party with the Indians, and that therefore when

they returned, he was also to be disciiarged. As, however,

a written engagement hud been made with St. Germain, he

wasquickly silenced on beingshewn the written contracti\hicli

he had entered into. The assistance which St. Germain and

Baptiste Adam also were of in procuring provisions by hunt-

ing were so important that their return would have exposed

the party to many difficulties. Notwithstanding these ties.

Captain Franklin was informed that they meditated the tak-

ing the first opportunity of quitting the party, and it was ne-

cessary to watch their conduct until the Indians departed,

as they were in too much dread of the Esquimaux to quit

alune.

On the 18tb of July, Captain Franklin and his compani-

ons embarked on the Copper-mine River, and proceeded to

the sea, which they reached in a few hours. The Canadian

voyagers complained much of the cold, but they were amused

with their first view of the sea, and particularly with the

sight of the seals that were swimming about near the entranea

of the river ; but these sensations gave place to despondency

before the evening had elapsed. They were terrified at the

idea of a voyage through an icy sea in bark canoes. They

speculated on the length of the journey, the roughness of

the waves, the uncertainty of provisions, the exposure to cold

where they could expect no fuel, and the pros|)ect of having

to traverse the barren grounds to get to some establishment.

The two interpreters expressed their apprehensions with the

least disguise, and again urgently applied to be discharged ;

but only one of the Canadians made a similar request. Judg-

ing that the constant occupation of their time as soon as they

Vera enabled to commence the voyage would prevent them

»tom conjuring up so many causes of fear, and that familia-

rity witli the scenes on the coast, would in a short time ena-
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blc them to give scope tu their natural cheerfulness, the of-

ficers endeavoured to ridicule their fears, and happily suc-

ceeded for the present. The manner in which Hepburn

viewed the element to which he had been so lon;^ accustomed,

contributed not a little to make them ashamed of their

fears.

On the morning of the 19th, Dr. Richardson, accompa-

nied by Augustus, paid another visit to White Fox, to see if

he could obtain any additional information respecting the

cuuntry to the eastward ; but he was disappointed at finding

that his alTrighted family had not yet rejoined him, and the

old man could add nothing to his former communication.

Dr. Kichurdson remarked that he had a great dislike to men-

tioning the name of a river to the westward, and also of his

tribe. He attempted to persuade Augustus to remain with

liiin, and offered him one of his daughters for a wife. These

£s(|uiiiiaux strike fire witli two stones, catching the sparks

in (he down of the catkins of a willow.

Mr. Wentzel and some others of the party being to return

from this place. Captain Franklin made up a packet to be

conveyed by them to England. Those who were to remain

with him consisted of twenty persons, including officers. The

course which they would probably pursue, was drawn out

and laid before Sir. WenlKel, and he was requested to require

the Indians to provide a supply of dried provisions at Fort

Enterprise as early in the winter as they could ; that in case

the party were prevented by the severity of the weather from

returning by the Copper-mine River, and were compelled

to travel across the country, they might be sure of a suffi-

cient supply at Fort Enterprise. In ease the Indians should

be in want of ammunition, he was desired to obtain a sup-

l)ly from Fort Providence or some other port, and to send

it to the Indians in order that there might be no occasion of

excuse on their part. Mr. Wentzel was also to leave a letter

at Fort Enterprise with information where the Indians would

hunt in the months of September and October. He was also

Q ci Q ^'
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turiiished with a list of tlie $<turi-s tliiit liad been prumisei] (o

Akaitcho and his party as a remunrrHtion for their services,

as well as witli an uflicial request tu the North-west Com-

pany that these ^oods inigiit be paid to them on their next

visit to Fort Providence, which they expected to make; in

the latter part of November.

If Mr. Wentzel met the Ilook, or any of his i)arfy, hi;

was instructed to assure them that lie was provided with the

necessary documents to get iliuin paymenifor any meat (iiey

shouM provide; and (o acquaint them, that Captain Frank-

lin fully relied on their fulfilling every part of the agreement

they had made. Whenever the Indians, whom he was to

join at the Copper Mountains, killed any animals on their

way to Fort Enterprise, he was requested to put in store what

ever meat could be spared, placing conspicuous marks to

guide to them. When Mr. Wcntzfl's party had been sup-

plied with ammunition, the remaining stock consisted of one

thousand balls, and ratiier more than the requisite proportion

of powder. A bag of small shot was missing, and it was af-

terwards discovered that the Canadians had secreted and dis-

tributed it among theuiselves, in order that when provision

ehuuld become scarce, they might privately procure ducks

and gccse, and avoid the necessity of sharing them with the

oilicers. The situation of the encampment was ascertained

to be latitude 67" 47' 50" north, longitude 115«* 30" 4if west.

The travelling distance from Fort Enterprise to the north

of Copper-mine River, is about three hundred and thirty-

four miles. The canoes and baggage were dragged over

Know and ice for one hundred and seventeen miles of this

distance.

On the 21sf, tlie party eniturked on the Arctic Sea. They

had with them provision for oidy a fortnight's consumption,

with very doubtful prospects as to their future supplies. They

shortly after landed on an island which showed that it hud

been visited by the Esquimaux. There was a quantity o,

tishing implements, and also many skins of the seals, mu<ik-



TO THE POLAR SEA. 485

ox, and rein-deer. '1 here were also various kinds of cook-

ing implements, anil many other articles which appeared to

be noanufactured with (^mat ingenuity, the uses of which

couhl not be understood. As they approached they found the

coast well covered with vetretation, and a considerable quan-

tity of drift wood was found upon the beach. They made a

run of nearly forty miles along the coast in an eastern direc-

tion, and were full of spirits at the progress they made. In

the evening they landed, and passed the night on shore.

On the 22nd, they again set forwards in their canoes, sail-

ing along the coast to the eastward, and making their way

through various detached pieces of ice, in which they found

themselves often exposed to dangers. According as the

wind blew over the ice or from the land, they found a great

difference in the temperature of the air. They noticed many

geese and ducks and a few deer. On the 23rd, the wind

having blown from the land during the night, the ice was

cleared away from the coast, and they again proceeded on

their voyage ; but the wind after a short time becoming ad-

verse, they were obliged to land, and taking the opportunity

of using their nets, they caught a few fish. On ascending a

cliff to take a view of the sea, the ice also appeared to have

been driven around them in all directions. On observation

their latitude was 67° 42* north, and their longitude 119** 3(r

west. On the 24th they saw indications that some Esqui-

maux had recently been in that neighbourhood.

On the 25th they embarked at six o'clock in the morning

and paddled against a cold breeze, until the spreading of a

thick fug compelled them to land. The rocks here consisted

of a beaulit'ul mixture of red and grey granite, traversed

from north to south by veins of red felspar, which were

crossed in various directions by smaller veins filled with the

same substance. At noun the wind coming from a favoura-

ble quarter, they were tempted to proceed, although the fog

was unabated. Just as they were endeavouring to <louble

a bold cape, the fog partially cleared away, and allowed an
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imperfect view of a clniii of i-<l>iii(ls on the outside, niul ol

much heavy ice whicli was pressiiijf down. The coast ne:ir

them was so extremely steep and ruiri^ed tliat no landin<r of

the cargoes couhi be effected, and lliey were |)reservcd only

by some men jumpini; on the roiks, and thrusting the ice off

with poles. There wns no alternative but to continue along

this dreary shore, seeking a channel between the different

masses of ice wiiich had acciiiniilated at the various points.

In this operation both llie canoes were in imminent danger

of being crushed by the ice, which was now tossed about by

the waves that the gale had excited. They effected a pas-

sage, however, and keeping close to the shore, landed at tlie

entrance of what they named Detention Harbour, huving

come twenty-eight miles. An old Esquimaux encampment

was traced on this spot; and an ice chisel, a copper knife,

and a small iron knife, were found under the turf.

On the 26th they embarked at lour o'clock in the morning

and attemi)ted to force a passage, when the first canoe got

enclosed, and remained for some time in a very perilous si-

tuation ; the pieces of ice, crowded together by the action of

the current and wind, i)iessiug strongly against its feeble

sides. A partial opening, however, occurring, they landed

without having sustained any serious injury. Two men were

then sent round the bay, and it was ascertained that instead

of having enler^nl a nairow passage between an island and

the main, thoy were at the mouth of an harbour, having an is-

land at its entt ince ; and that it was necessary to return by

the way they came, and get round a point to the northward.

This was, however, impracticable, the channel being blocked

up by drift ice ; and there was no prospect of release except

by a change of the wind. In the afternoon the weather

cleared up, and several men went hunting, but were unsuc-

cessful.

On the morning of the 27th, the ice remaining stationary,

they carried the canoes and cargoes about a mile and a half

across a point of land that formed the east side of the bay
;
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but tlic ice was not inure favourable tlierc tbaii nt the plncu

(hey liud left. It consisted nf sinnll pieces closely packed

tdijctber by the wind, extendinf^ alonpf the shore, but leaving

a I'lenr |)as8age beyond a chain of islands with which the whole

of (his coasi is •^irt.

As the ice continued in the same state the following

day, several of the men were sent out to hunt ; and one of

tliem fired no less than four times at deer, but unfortunately

without success. It was satisfactory, however, to ascertain

tlial the country was not destitute of animals. They had the

mortification to discover that two of the bags of pcmmican,

which was tlieir principal reliance, had become mouldy by

wet. The beef too had been so badly cured, as to be scarce-

ly eatable, through their having been compelled, from haste,

to dry it by fire instead of the sun. It was not, however,

the quality of the |)rovision that gave them uneasiness, but

its diminution, and the utter incapacity to obtain any addi-

tion. Seals were the only animals seen at this place, and

these they could never approach. There was a sharp frost

in the night, which formed a pretty thick crust of ice in a ket-

tle of water tliat stood in the tents; and for several nights

thin films of ice appeared on the salt water amongst the cakes

of stream ice. Notwithstanding this state of temperature,

tliey were tormented by swarms of muscjuitoes.

On the morning of the 29th the party attended divine ser-

vice. About noon the party embarked, having consumed all

the fuel within reach. The wind came off the land just as

the canoes had started, and they determined on attempting

to force a passage along tlie shore ; in which they succeeded,

after seven hours' labour and much hazard to the vessels.

The ice lay so close that the crews disembarked on it, and

effected a passage by bearing against the pieces with their

poles ; hut in conducting the canoes through the narrow chan-

nels thus formed, the greatest care was requisite, to prevent

the sharp projecting points from breaking the bark. They



4H8 FRANKLINS JOURNKY

I'ortuiiately received no material injury, llicu!;li tliey were

split in two places.

At the distance of tiiree miles, they canae to the entrance

of a deep bay, whose bottom was filled by a body of ice so

compact as to preclude the idea of a passage through it

;

whilst at the same time, the traverse across its mouth was

attended with much danger, from the approacli of a large

field of ice, which was driving down before the wind. The

dread of detention, however, induced them to proceed, and in

an hour and a half they landed on the opposite shore, where

they halted to repair the canoes and to dine.

On the 30th they breakfasted on a small deer which St.

Germain had killed ; and sent men in pursuit of some others

in sight, but with which they did not come up. Re-embark-

ing, they passed a river without perceiving it. Their stock

of provision being now reduced to »ight days' consumption, it

had become a matter of the first importance to obtain a sup-

ply ; and as they had learned from White Fox that the Es-

quimaux frequent the rivers at this season. Captain Frank-

lin determined on seeking a communication with them here,

in the hope of obtaining relief for their present wants, or

even shelter for the winter, if the season shouhl prevent re-

turning either to the Hook's party, or Fort Enterprise; and

he was the more induced to take this step at this time, as

several deer had been seen, and the river appeared good for

fishing. Aur^ustus, Junius, and Hepburn, were therefore

furnished with necessary presents, and desired to go along

the bank of the river as far they could, on the following day,

in search of the natives, to obtain provision and leather, aa

well as information respecting the coast.

Having dispatched Hepburn and the Esquimaux, others

of the party were employed in setting the nets. They met

however with but little success in fishing, as they caught only

one salmon and five small fish. Vhe hunters, who had been

sent out to procure provision, returned the next day, bring-

ing in two small deer and a bear, and shortly after another
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hunter broi glit in a deer. The party who had been sent to

look for the Esquiii.nux also returned, not liaving met with

any persons on tlieir journey.

On the 1st of August the party proceeded down the inlet,

and afterwards running along the eastern shore, rounded a

point of land which they named Point Wollaston, and then

opened on an extensive sheet of water. Apijroaeliing a small

island, they entered a bay and pitched their tents on the

shore. Bring confined the following day by th» rising of a

strong gale of wind, the hunters ivere sent out, while some

of the officers walked to the top of some hills fo tiike a view

of their situation, and to ascertain whether they were amid a

cluster of islands or near the continent, the broken appear-

ance of the land rendering the circumstance doubtful wlie-

llier they were skirting the shores of the sea, or proceeding

through a large inlet. Under these impressions they often

landed and ascended the highest hills to ascertain their situ-

ation. After continuing their voyage until the 5th, they had

the mortification to find the ':ilet terminated in a small river;

and sailing buck to the op[)osite shore, were until the 10th

of August before they again entered u|)oii the oj)en sea. In

the course of their jjrogress through this inlet, Junius killed

a musk-ox, and others of the party killed two bears, and a

few lean deer. The bears were fat and in good condition,

and the Canadian voyagers, who had been disposed to com-

plain from the fear of a scantiness of food, were Irghly

pleased at feeding on the fat meat of the bear.

On the lltli they rounded a j)oint which was named Point

Everitt, and then encountered a strong breeze and heavy

swell, which by causing the canoes to pitch very much, greatly

impeded their progress. Some deer being seen grazina

in a valley near the beach, they landed and sent St. Ger-

main and Adam in pursuit of them, who soon killed three,

which were very small and lean. Their appearance, how-

ever, quite revived (he s])irits oi the men, who had suspected

that the deer had retired to the woods. Resuming tlm

P. V. 21. R R R
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voyage alter iiooii, tliey procecdetl aloni^ lliecdasf, wliicli is

fringi'il by isimids ; and at live in the al'teinoon, (iiteifd

aiiotluT l)uyo^'''ci"etiiey were for some time in.volved in dillieui-

ties by tlu- intricacy of tiic passages ; but having cleared tliem

in tlie al'ii'mooii, tlicy encamped near the northern entrance

of tlie bay, at a ijpot \vhich liad recently been visited by a

small party <d' lOscjninuiiix, as the remains ol'some eggs con-

iaining young ww.; lying beside some lialf-burni, wood.

Tiiere were also several piles of stones put up by them.

Embarking at four on the morning of the 12thj l!.< p.

ceeded against a fresh piercing north-east uind, whic; n

tlie waves to a height that quite ' jrrified sc le of the pcopi *,

accustomed only to the navigation of rivers and lakes. They

resolved, however, to persevere, feeling that the short sea-

son for operations was hastening away ; but after rounding

Cape Croker the wind became so strong that they could pro-

ceed no farther, and encamped for the night. On the fol-

lowing day a paddle wi.s found, which Augustus, on exami-

nation, declared to he made after the fashion of the White

Goose Esquimaux, a tribe with whom his countrymen had

had some trading communication. Some articles left by them

attracted attention; they found a winter sledge raised upon

lour stones, nilli some snow-shovels, a small piece of whale-

bone, an ice-chisel, a knife, and some beads.

Most of the head-lands they now visited shewed that the

Esquimaux liad been upon them. On the 2-lth they saw

Eonie geese and swans, and also sever. i' leer, but the coun-

try being open they easily escaped. In the evening, after the

tents were pitched, Mr. Back stated that the canoes were

materially damaged. On examination it a|)peared that fif-

teen timbers of one of the canoes were broken, and that the

others were so loose in the frame, that t\\et< . u-- danger of

the bark separatinp^ if exposed to a heavy sea. .distressing

as were these circumstances, they gave less pain than the

discovery that the voyagers, who had hitherto displayed

courage beyond expectation, now fell serioua apprehetiBionb

1'
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for their safety, wliieli .jj possessed their minds that they were

not restrained even by the presence of their ofTicers from ex-

pressing them. Their fears had been principally excited by

tlic interpreters, S^t. Germain and Adam, who from tlie out-

set iiad foreboded every calamity.

The strong breezes which now prevailed and other circum-

stances indicated that the winter was fast setting in, and se-

vere weather was to be expected. Destitute as the country

was of fuel, and reduced as their stock of provision now was

to about three days consumption, it became the duty of Cap-

tain Franklic «n be careful for the safety of his peo]ile.

Though rein-deer were seen, ihey could not be easily ap.

proached on the level shores they were now coasting, besides

it was to be apprehended they would soon migrate to the

south. It was evident that the time spent in exploiing the

sounds and inlets had precluded the hope of reaching Re-

pulse Bay, which at the outset of the voyage they had fondly

cherished ; and it was ecpially obvious that as the distance

from any of the trading est.iblishmetits would increase as they

proceeded, the hazardous traveise across the barren grounds,

which they would have to make, if compelled to abandon

the canoes upon any part of the coast, would become greater.

On stating to the oflicers his sentiments on these points,

"iieir opinions coincided with his own. All were convinced

I
'' the neccAsily of putting a speedy termination to their voy-

luL, as a hope of meeting the Esquinuiux and of their

pr> ouring jirovision from them, could now scarcely be re-

tained ; but yet all were desirous of |)roceeding, until the

land should be seen trending again to tht eastward. As it

was needful, however, at all evirits, to set a limit to their

voyage, it was determined to return in the course of four

days, unless they should meet the l^squimaux, and l)e ena-

bled to make some arrangement for passing the winter with

tiiem. Thiscommuiiicalion wasjoylully received by the men,

and it was hoped that the in<hislry of the hunters being thus

excited, they should be aide to add to their stock of provision.

li u u U
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On tlie JOili ol' Aiij^ust tliey pacUlled aloiipf tlie coast for

several miles, until at length a thick fog cotiijielled tiieni to

land on a point of land to which they gave the name of Slate

Clay Point. At this place they found marks of its havini,'

been visited hy the Msquitnnux, although none were now to

be seen. A liumun skull was also found set up on a conspi-

•uous piirt. Continuing their progress along the c<>nst, llicy

;issed a deep bay, and rounding a point oi land which they

iiamed Ca|)e Flinders, j)roceeded northward, with an open

sea, quite clear of islands. Tiiis view of the great ex-

panse of waters excited great astonishment in the Canadian

voyagers, wlio had not before obtained an uninterrupted view

of the ocean.

Tliey continued their course along the coast until evening,

when a change in the wind and a threatening thunder squall

caused them to encamp ; but the water was so shallow, that

they found some diiliculty in approaching the shore. I,arge

pieces of drift wood evidenced (hat tlr-y had finally escaped

from the bays. Their tents were scarcely |)itched before they

were assailed by a heavy squall and rain, which was suc-

ceeded by a violent gale from west-north-west, which thrice

overset the tents during the night. The wind blew with

etjual violence on the following day, and the sea rolled furi-

ously upon (he beach. The Canadians had now an oppor-

tunity of witnessing the ell'i'ct of a storm upon the sea ; and

the sight increased their duhire of quitting it.

The hunters were sent out, and saw many deer, but (he

flatness of the country defeated their attempts to approach

thcni ; they brought, hctwever, a few unlledged geese. As

there was no appearance of increasing their stock of provi-

sion, the allowance was liniited to a handful of pemmican,and

a small portion of portable r^oup to each man per day. The

latitude was Gb" lb' N., longitude 110» S \V.

On August 18th the stormy weather and sea continuing,

there was no i)rospect of being able to embark. Dr. Rich-

ardson, Ml. IJ.ick, and Captain Franklin, therefore, set out
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on foot to discover %vlietlier the luiid within a day^s march in>

cUncd more to the east. They went from ten to twelve miles

along the coast, which continued flat, and kept the same di-

rection as the encampment. The most distant land had the

same bearing north-north-cast, and a[)j)eared like two is-

lands, which was estimated to be six or seven miles off; the

shore on their side seemingly trended more to the east, so that

it is probable Point Turnagain, for so this spot was named,

forms the pitch of a low flat cape.

Augustus killed a deer in the afternoon, but the men were

not able to find it. The hunters found the burrows of a num-

ber of white foxes, and Hepburn killed one of those ani-

mals, which proved excellent eating, equal to the young

goese, with whicli i( was boiled, and far superior to the lean

(leer upon the coast, Large Hocks of geese passed over the

tfiits, flying to the southward. The lowest temperature to-

day was 38^.

Though Point Turnagain is only six degrees and a half to

tlie east of tiie mouth of tiie Copper-mine River, they sailed,

in tracing the deeply indented coast, five hundred and fifty-

five geographic miles, which is little less than tlie direct dis-

tance between the Copper- mine lliver and Repulse Bay.

Having extended his voyage to the utmost limits which the

season and circumstances would admit, Captain Franklin

now contemplated his return. To have attempted to proceed

would have been to have put the lives of the people under

his charge to the greatest ha/.ar<l. With scarcely any provi-

sions, and failing of all intercourse with the Esiiuimaux, it

would have been an unjustifiable circumstance to delay any

longer their return. It therefore became a matter of deep

importance to determine by what rout they should proceed.

His original int«Mili(>:i had been to return by the Copper-

mine River, and in pursuance of nrrnngements with the Hook

to travel to Slave Lake, through tlie line of woods extending

thither by the (Jreat Bear and Martin Ijiikes; hut the scanty

Blockoftlu'ir provision and thelent;tli of the voyage iciulered
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it nccesspry to make for a nearer place. Tliey liad Touik)

that the coiiiitry, in the direction of the Copijcr-niine River,

would not sn])i)ly their wants, and this it seemed probable

would now be still more the case at this advancLd season ; and

tliey had to expect the frequent recurrence of gales, which

would cause great detention, if not danger, in jiroceeding

along that very rocky part of the coast. He determined,

tliert rorc, to make at once for Arctic Sound, where they

liail found the animals more numerous than at any other place;

and entering Hood's Uiver, to advance up that stream as

far as it was navigable, and then to construct small canoes

out of the materials of the larger ones, which could be car-

ried in crossing the barren grounds to Fort Enterprise. Tliey

remained at their encampment unt'l tlic 2'2tid, and during

their stay, Junius, Belanger, and Michel were sent to search

for a deer which had been killed.

Junius returned in the evening, bringing partof the meat, but

owing to the thickness of the weather, Ids companions parted

from him and did not make their appearance. Divine ser-

vice was read. On the 20th they were presented with the

most chilling prospect, the small pools of water being fro-

zen over, the ground covered with snow, and the thermome-

ter at the freezing point at mid-day. Flights of geese were

passing to the southward. The wind, however, was mode-

rate, having changed to the eastward. Considerable anxi-

ety now prevailing respecting Belanger and Michel, others

were sent out to look lor them. The search was successful,

nnd they all returned in the evening. The stragglers were

much fatigued, and had suH'ered severely from the cold,

one oi' tliem having his thighs frozen, and what under pre-

sent circumstances was most grievous, they had thrown away

all the meat. The wind during the night returned to the

north-west quarter, blew more violently than ever, and raised

a very turbulent sea, tlie snow remained on the ground, nnd

the small pools were frozen. The hunters were sent out,

but they returneil after a fatiguing day's march without
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having seen any animals, ami they made a scanty ine:il ofTa

handful of pemmican, after which only half a. I)ii<r remained.

Cheered by the prospect of returnin;;, the men shewed the

utmost alacrity un cmharking,- and, |)a(]diing with unusual

vigour, they crossed Riley's and Walker's Bays, a distance

of twenty miles, before noon, when they landed on Slate-

Clay Point, as the wind had freshened too much to permit

them to continue the voyage. The whole party went to hunt,

but returned without success in the evening, drenched with

the heavy rain which commenced soon after they had set out.

Several deer were seen, but could not be approached in

this naked country ; and as their stock of pemmican did not

admit of serving out two meals, they went dinncrless to bed.

It is a curious coincidence, that this Expedition left Point

Turnagain on August 22nd, on the same day that Captain

Parry sailed out of Repulse Bay. The parties were then

distant from each other 5;J9 miles.

A severe frost caused them to pass a comfortless night on

the 23rd, and in the afternoon of that day they launched out

to make a traverse of fifteen miles across Melville Sound,

before a strong wind and heavy sea. The privation of food

under which the voyagers were then labouring absorbed

every other terror, otherwise the most powerful persuasion

could not have induced them to attempt such a traverse. It

was with the utmost dillicuUy that tiie canoes were I'.ept from

turning their broadsides to the waves, though they sometimes

steered with all the paddles. One of them narrowly escaped

being overset by this accident, which occurred in a mid-chan-

nel, where the waves were so high that the mast-head of one

canoe was often hid from the other, though it was sailing

within hail.

On the 24th they crossed the entrance of the bay, which

had before taken them so many days in sailing up, and landed

on an island near the opposite shore. Some deer being seen

on the beach, the hunters went in pursuit of them, and suc-

ceeded in killing three females, which enabled them to save
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their last rcmaininijf meal of peiniiiican. Tliey saw also some

fresli tracks of musk-oxen on the bunks of a small stream

which flowed into a lake in the cen'.re of the island. These

animals must have crossed a channel at least three miles

wide, to reach tlie nearest of these islands. On the 25th

the hunters killed two deer, which relieved them from ap-

prehension of immediate want of food. From the deer assem-

bling at tliis time in numbers on the islands nearest to the

coast, it was conjectured tiiat they were about to retire to

the main shore. Those they saw were generally females with

their young, and all of them very lean.

Leaving this island they entered Hood's River, which

they ascended as high as the first rapid and encamped. Here

terminated their voyage on the Arctic Sea, during which

they had gone over six hundred and fifty geographical miles.

The Canadian voyagers could not restrain their joy at having

turned their backs on the sea, and passed the evening in

talking over their past adventures with much humour and no

little exaggeration. The consideration that the most painful,

and certainly the most hazardous pari of the journey, was yet

to come, did not depress their spirits at all. It is due to

their character to mention that they displayed much courage

in encountering the dangers of the sea, magnified to them

by their novelty.

On leaving their encampment on the ii&tn of August, an

assortment of iron materials, beads, looking-glasses, and

other articles, were put up in a conspicuous situation for the

Esquimaux, and the English Union was planted on the lof-

tiest sand-hill, where it might be seen by any ships passing

in the offing. Here also was deposited, in a tin box, a

letter containing an outline of the proceedings, the latitude

and longitude of the principal places, and the course they

intended to pursue towards Slave Lake. Embarking at

eight in the morning, they proceeded up the river which is

full of sandy shoals, but sufficiently deep for canoes in the

channels. It is from one hundred to two hundred yardi
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w'uii', and bounded liy liii;h and stuop lianks of clay. Bear

and deer tracks had been numerous on the banks of the

river wlien Ibey were here before, but not a single recent

one was to be seen at this tiuic. Credit, bowever, killed a

small deer at some distance iidand, wliieli, witb (be addition

of berries, furnished a deli^;btful rejiast The weather was

remarkably fine, and the teni|)erature &o n)il(l, that the ntus-

quitoes again made their a|)|)earance, bit not in any great

numl)ers. The next morning the net lurniahed ten white

fisli and trout. Having made a further deposit of iron wr)rk

for the EscjuiniauN, tliey pursued (heir journey uj) tiie river,

but the sliuals and r.ipids in this part were so freijuent, that

liiey walked along the banks the whole day, and the crews

labourid hard in eniiving the canoes, when lightened, over

the shoals or dragging- (hem uj) the rii|)ids. I'lie walls of

a chasm through wbi(h the river flowed were two hundred feet

high, quite perpendicular, and in some places few yards apart.

The river ))recipitates itself into it over a rock, forming two

inagnificenl and picturesque falls close to each other. The

upper fall is about sixty fei.-t higii, and the lower oik- at

least one hundred ; but |ierliaps considerably lonre, for (be

narrowness of the chasm into whiili it fell prrvenled them

from seeing its bottom, .tnd (hey could merely discern the

top of the spray far beneath their feet. The lower fall is

divided into two, by an insulated coluinn of rock which rises

about forty feet above it. The whole descent ol' the river at

this place was about two hundred and lit'ty feet. C;iptaiii

Frr.iikliu named ihese iiiagi»!iioeiit cascades " VVilbrrl'irco

l''alN," as a tril)iite of respect for that distinguished philan-

ibropist and christiaii. The river being surveyed from the

summit of a hill, above these falls, appeared so rapid and

shallow, that it seemed useless to attempt proceeding any

farther in the large canoes, he therefore determined on con

siructing out of their materials two smaller ones of suilicicnt

size to contain three! persons, for (he purpose of crossing any

river (hdt might obstruct tiicir iii.i;^r(.'Li.-.. 'ibis (iji.'iatiou wau

l\ V. i?l. .S s i
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accordingly commenced, and hy l\w 31st both the Cannes

heinfi^ liniRhcd, tlioy set out on tlie following day.

'I'lie leather which had been preserved for making shoes

was equally divided among the men, two pair of flannel

socks were given to each person, and such articles of warm

clothing as remained, were issued to those who most re-

quired them. They were also furnished with one of the

otlicers' tents. This being done. Captain Franklin commu-

nicated to the men his intention of pruceeriingin as direct a

course as possible to a part of Point Lake, which was only

distant one hundred and forty-nine miles in a strnight line.

The peo]>le received the communication cheerfully, consi-

dered tlie journey to be sliort, and were in liigh spirits. The

stores, books, &c. which were not absolutely necessary to be

carried, were left behind, in order that the men's burdens

might be as light as possible.

The next morning was worm, and very fine. Every one

wns on the alert at an early hour, being anxious to com-

mence the journey. The luggage consisted of ammunition,

nets, hathets, ice chisels, astronomical instruments, ciolhing,

blankets, three kettles, and two canoes, which were each

carried by one man. The otlicers carried such a portion of

their own things ns their strength would permit ; (he weight

carried by each man was about ninety jjouiids, and with this

they advanced at the rate of about a mile an hour, including

rests. In the evening the hunters killed a lean cow, out of

a large drove of musk oxen ; but the men were too much

laden to carry more than u small portion of its Hesh. The

alluvial soil, which towards the mouth of the river was

covered with grass and willows, was now more barren and

hilly, so that they could but just collect suflicient brush-

wood to cook their suppers. About midnight their tent was

blown down by a squall, and they were completely drenched

with rain before it could be re-pitched.

On the morning of the Ist of September, a fall of snow

took place ; the canoes became a cause of delay, from th«
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(lilliculty of carryiiij^ tliom in a liitjh wiiiil, niid (liry sus-

t^iiiied much diimai^P tlirou!;li tlie fall of tliOMc who liiul charge

tif them. At the end of eleven miles they encamped, and

siMit for a musk-ox and a deer which St. Germain and Au-

gustus had killed. The day was extremely cold, the ther-

mometer varying between ;31' and 't]if. In the afternoon a

lii'uvy full of snow took |dace, on the wind chanj^ing from

north-west to south-west. They found no wood at the en-

eampment, but Ui:ide a fire of moss to cook the supper and

crept under their blankels for warmtli.

[laving ascertained from the summit of the highest hill

near the tents, that the river continued to preserve a west

course; and fearing that by pursuing it further they might

lose inucli time, arid unnecessarily walk over a great de.il

of ground, CB|)t. Franklin determined on quilting its banks

the next day, and making as directly as they could for Point

Lake. They accordingly followed the river on the 3d, only

(o the place where a musk-ox had been killed, and after

llie meat was procured, crossed the river in the two canoes

laslied together.

Having walkt>d twelve miles and a h df, on the 4lli, they

encamped at seven in the afternoon, tind distributed their

last piece of pemmican, and a little arrow-root for supper,

which aft'orded but a scanty meal. This evening was warm,

but dark clouds overs|)read the sky. The men now began to

find their burdens very oppressive, and were much fatigue<l

by this day's march, but did not complain. One of them was

lime from an intlammation in the knee. Heavy rain com-

menced at midnight, and continued without intermission

until five in the morning, when it was succeeded by snow, on

the wind changing to north-west, which soon increased to a

violent gale As they had nothing to eat, and were desti-

tute of the means of making a fire, they remained in bed all

the day ; but the covering of the blankets was insufficient to

prevent feeling (he severity of the frost, and suffering incon-

S s 8 y
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venioiice from tlwdriftinu^ of Hie snow into the tents. Tln'm

was no ahiitpinoiit of the storin next diiy ; tlio ti-iils worn

coinplrtely iVo/on, nnd tlh' snow lintl ilritted around them to

n dcplli oT three feet, nnd even in the insido tliere was a

covcrini; oT iieveral inciics mi the blankets.

On the niorninij of the 7tli, jnst as tlipy were to com-

niencc their miirch, Cnpt. FrankUn was seized with a iuiiit-

int^ fit, in c>>nsiM|iienL'e of exhaustion and su(hlen exposure to

the wind ; after catinij a morsel of portable son)), he re-

covered so far as to lie able to move on. Those who carried

the canoes were r< pouted I y blown down by the vi<ilen('e of

nuiiiin!; an insecure stepid, and fhev often fell, fi

on 1 slip|)ery sliiiie ; on one ot these occasions the hi

canoe was so nuicli broken as to be renilered toliillv

L'nblivicenble. I his was a serious disn-iter, as the reinaininj:;

canoe having tliroui;'h mistake been made too snuill, it was

doubtful whether it would be siillicient to carry Ihein across

river. As the accident <!0uld not be reinedied, they turned

it to the best account, by makin<i' a tire of the bark nnd

timbeis of the broken vessel, and cooked the remainder of

the portible sou|) iind arrow-root. This was a scanty meal

after three ilays' fastiiii^, but it served to allay the panic's of

huni;er and enabled them to proceed at a (piicker |)ace than

before. The depth of tin; snow caused them to march in

Indian file, that is in eneh other's steps ; the voyag<TS taking;

it in turn to lead the parly.

A considerable qniinlily of tripe de roche was gathered,

and with half a partridge ciich, (which they shot in the course

of the day,) furnished a slender supper, which they cooked

with a few willows, dug up from beneath the snow. They

passed a comfortless night in their damp clothes, but took

the precaution of sleeping upon their socks and shoes to pre-

vent them from freezing. This plan was afterwards adopted

throughout the journey.

At half-past five in the morning they proceeded ; and after
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wiilkiMir about two inilt's, pamo to Cr.icrolVs llivrr, nowitii;^

to ilic V. est ward, witli a very rapid rurrrnt over a rocky

(liiminl. 'I'lii'j had iiiucli diflii'ulty in crossin:; tliis. tin; caiio«

luiiii; ur,cles>-, not only from tlip bottom of the cliannci being

(ilislructcd by lar^o stones, but also fi-om its rcquirinir "uin-

miny;, an operation wliicli, ouiiii; to tlio want of wood and

ilic t'lost, tlu-y wore unable to p'^rlurni. llouevor, after

iollowinjf till' ronrsc of the rivt-r some distance, they elVccted

,1 pi\ssaf;e by means of a rani;e of larjfe rocks that crossed a

rapid. As the current was slron;^, and many of the rocks

weri! covered with water to tlie depth of two or three feet,

the men were ex|)osed to much danfijer in carryinj:^ ' icir

iieavy burdens across, and several of them actually slipjied

into the stream, but were imniediately rescued by the others.

Their only meal to-day consisted of a partrid;^(! each (which

the hunters shot,) mixed with tripe de roehe. This repast,

altliouijh scanty for men with appetites such as their daily

fatigue created, ])roved a cheerful one, and was received

with thankfulness. Most of the hkmi had to sleep in the open

air, in conscijuence of the absence of Credit, who carried

their tent ; but they fortunately found an unusual quantity

of roots to make a fire, which |)revenlcd their suH'ering; much

from the cald, thouirb the thcrmometLT was at 17'*.

They started at six on the Oth, and at the end of two

miles retrained the hunters, who were haltint; on the borders

of a lake amidst a clump of stunted willows. This lake

stretched to the westward as fir as they could see, and its

waters were discharged by a rapid stream one hundred and

fifty yards wide. Being entirely ignornnt where they might

he led by pursuing the course t»f the lake, and dreading the

idea of going a mile unnecessarily out >if the way, they de-

termined on crossing the river if j)ossiblc ; and the canoe

was gummed for the purpose, the willow furnishing them with

fire. Junius, who hati been sent to seek for the best crossing

place, arrived in the afternoon and said that he lunl seen a

la'!;c hc'd of musk oxen on the banks of C'racroftN Kivcr,
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nitdliail won. .I'd one of them, liiit iteseapril. lie broiiirlit

about four poiimis of meat, tlie remains of ;i tleer thai had

been devoiirod hy the wolves. The poor fellow uas much

fatigued, iiii ii)'^ walked throu;jliout tlie niglit, but as thi^

weather was particularly favourable for crossing the rivei,

they could nut allow him to rest, \fter he had taken some

refreshment they proceeded to the river. '? he canoe being

put into the water was found extremely ticklish, but it was

managed with much dexterity by 8t. Germain, Adam, and

Peltier, who ferried over one pasRenger at a time, causing

him to lie Hat on its bottom, hy no means a pleasant position,

owing to its leakiness, but there was no alternative. The

transport of the whole party was efl'ected by five o'clock, and

walking abouttwo miles further they encamped, liaving come

five miles and three -juartt rs on a south-west course. 'I"wo

young alpine hares were shot by St. Germain, which, with

the small piece of mc-ut brought in by Junius, furnished the

supper of the whole party.

On the lOtli they hn<] ii cold north wind with foggy at-

mosphere. The ground they passed over was hilly, and

more deeply covered with snow. In gathering tripe de rofiii,

the cold was so benumbing that they collected scarcely suffi-

cient for a scanty meal. fhey saw this day the track of a

man, and also several tracks ofdeeronthe snow. About

noon the weather cleared up a little, and to their great joy,

they saw a herd of musk-oxen grazing in a valley below.

The party instantly halted, and the best hunters were sent

out ; they a])proached the animals with the utmost cauticMi,

no less than two hours being consumed before they got with-

in! gun-shot. One of the largest cows fell ; another was

wounded, but escaped. This success infused spirit into the

starving parly. To skin and cut up the animal were the

work of a few minutes. The contents of its stomach were de-

voured upon tho spot, and the raw intestines, which were

next attacked, were |)ronounced by the most delicate to be

fxcpllrnt. A few willows, who>e toji.i were peeping through
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the snow at the bottom of tlie valley, were quickly grubbed,

tlie tents pitched, and supper cooked, and devoured vvitii

avidity. This was the sixth day since they had had a good

meal ; the tripe de roche, even where they got enough, only

serving to allay the pangs of hunger for a shoit time. After

supper, two of the hunters went in pursuit of the herd, but

could not get near them.

The gale had not diminisiied on the I2tli, and as they

were fearful of its continuance for some time, they deter-

mined on going forward ; their only doubt regarded the pre-

servation of the canoe, bnt the men promised to pay particu-

liir attention to it, and the most careful persons were ap-

pointed to take it in charge. The snow was two feet deep

and the ground much brdkon, which rendered the march ex-

tremely painful. The wliole party complained more of fnint-

ness and weakness than they had ever done before ; their

strength seemed to have been impaired by tlie recent supply

of animal food. In the afternoon the wind abated, and the

snow ceased ; cheered with the ciiange, they proceeded for-

ward at a quicker pnne, and encamped at six in the after-

noon, having come eleven miles. Supper consumed the last

of the meat.

On the l.'^th they came to the borciers of a large lake.

They coasted along it to the ' estward in hopes of finding a

crossing place, and after a journey ofonly six miles encamped

for the evening. They had only a single ])artridge, upon

which and tripe de roche the party suj>pcd. This evening

th?y were extremely distressed, at discovering tha 'heir

companions had thrown away three of the fishing-iir*s, and

buri>t the iloata. Being thus deprived of their pri .^ipal re-

source, that of tishing, and the men evidently getting weaker

every day, it became necessary to lighten their burdens of

every thing except ammunition, clothing, and the instruments

that were required to find their way. Captain Franklin,

therefore, issued directions to deposit at this enciimi)mcnt

the dipping needle, asimuth cunqoiss, magnet, n large thcr-
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inometer, and a few books, liavino- torn out of ihesc sucli

parts as were required to work the observations for latitude

and longitude.

On the 14th Credit havinjj^ killed two deer, they halted

and prepared breakfast. After tliis, having selected a place

where the current was moiit smooth, the canue was placed in

the water, and St. Germain, Solomon Belanijer, and Cap-

tain Tranklin, embarked in order to cross. 'J'hey went from

tlieshore very well, but in mid-channel the canoe became dilVi-

cult to nianai>e under her burden as the breeze was fresh.

The current drove them to the edi^e of a rapid, when Be-

langer unluckily ai)plied his paddle to avert the apparent dan-

ger of bein;^ forced down it, and lost his balance. Tiie ca-

noe was overset in consequence in the middle of the rapid.

They fortunately kept holil of it, until tliey touched a rock

wiiere the water did not reach hitiher than their waists ; here

they ke|)t footing, notwithstanding the streng th of the cur-

rent, until the water was emptied out of the canoe. Belan-

^er then liehl the canoe steady whilst St. Germain placed

Capliiin Franklin in it, and afterwards embarked himself in

a very dextrous manner. It was impossd»le, however, to

cnd)aik Belano-er, as tiie canoe would have been hurried

down the rajiid, the moment he should have raised his fodt

from the rock on which he stood. 'I lii'V wcii', tlierefore,

comi'clled to leave him in his perilous sitiiaiioii. They h.id

not tfoiie twenty yards before the canoe, strikin:^ on a suidscn

ro(k, went down. The place beinjf shallow, liny vmic ii:;;iin

cnablml to empty it, and the third iitfcmpt broni;ht them to

tlieshore. In the mean time Belanf^er was sull'erinjj ex-

tremely, immersed to his middle in the centre fd' a rapiil,

the temperature of which was very little above the I'reexin^

point, and the upper part of his body covered with wet

clothes, exposed in a t.'m|)e.;'tiire r.ot mncli a!)')ve zero, to

stron^j breeze. He called piteotisly for reliel', and St.

tierm;uiion Ills return endeavonre<l lo embark bini, but in

Tttiii. i'hc camic »\as Imrried down the rajud, and when he

pare si
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after a
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Imulcd lie wiis rondorcd by tlic col<l incnpabic of furllior cx-

cidoii, iind Adam attempted to cmltark Ilclaii'jor, but ((luiid

it was impossible. An .ittRiiipt was next made to carry out

to liim a line, made of the sliui^s of the men's loads. This

also faili'tl, the current aetinjy so strongly upon if, as to

jircvent the canoe from steering, and it was (inally broken

and carried down the stream. At length, when Bt-langer's

sircnglh seemed almost exhausted, the canoe reached him

wiih a small cord belonging to one of the nets, and he was

dragged perfectly senseless through the rapid. By llie <li-

nelion of Dr. Richardson, he was instantly stripped, and be-

ing rolled up iri blankets, two men undressed llicmselves and

went to bed with him ; but it was some hours before he reco-

vered his warmth and sensations. As soon as Belanger was

placed in his bed, the officers sent over some blankets, and

a person to make a fire. Augustus brought the canoe over,

and in returning lie was obliged to descend both the rapids,

heforc ho could get across the stream ; which liazardou!) sor-

vicc he performed with tlio greatest coolness and Judgment

Ry this accident Captain Franklin had the m rtnne to

lose his port-folio, containing his journal from Fort Knlir-

prise, together with all tlic astronomical an<l meteorologi< al

(il)sorvations made during tho descent of the Copper- mine

Kiver, and along the sen-coast.

On the I5th, tho rest of the party were brought across,

and Belanger was so much recovered as to be able to proceed,

hut they could not set out until noon, as the men ha<l to pre-

pare substitutes for the slings which were lost. Soon after

leaving the encampment they discerned a herd of deer, and

niter a long chase a fine male was killed by Perrault. The

party were now in good spirits at the recollection of having

crossed the rapid, and being in possession of provision for

(lie next day. Bi^sidcs which, they took the precaution to

l>iing away the skin of the deer to cat when the meat should

I'ail.

On th<! lOth, the party again commenced tlieir journey at

IV V ',".'. T T T
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seven o'clock in (he morning. At'ttT liaviiig travelled for a

few hours they came to a spot where tliey observed branches

of willow!) visible above tlie snow, and they hailed for the

purpose of providing some refreshment. As they proceeded

they found the country extremely rugged, and their (oil in

ascending and descending the different ravines with which

the country was intersected was great and very fatiguing.

They met with some deer tracks, and also marks which had

been placed by Indians as direction points. On the I7di

they saw some deer, and found the track of a large herd

which the hunters said had passed the day before ; unfortu-

nately however they failed in killing either the deer they

saw, or of overtaking the herd whose foot-steps they had

traced. They were therefore compelled to put up with a

scanty meal upon some pieces of a singed hide, and some

tripe de roche.

On the 18tb they came to another track of the rein-deer,

who had passed in such numbers as to produce a beaten road,

which they followed for a short time, until it deviated from

the course to Slave Lake so much as to render it necesary

to quit it. They crossed several small lakes, which were

now so frozen as to be capable of being crossed without the

least hazard. Their repast this evening consisted only of

the tripe de roche which they had gathered during their pro-

gress, A great fall of snow took place this evening, and the

whole |i»rty wei > become extremely faint, so that on the fol-

lowing day it wus with difficulty that they got forwards on

their way. Notwithstanding all their difficulties, however,

they proceeded about ten miles on (heir journey. They were

obliged (o gather Iceland moss this evening for their suppers,

not having met with any tripe de roche during the whole of

the day. It was however a substitute so unpleasant and bit-

ter, that most of the party partook of but a very small pur-

tiun.

The severity of the weather was now so piercing thnt it ia

wonderful bow they were < iiablcd to cndurtt it. At the
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oonclusion uf llie day's inarcli tlio first operation was to thaw

clieir fruzL'ii biioeH, if a sufficient fire could be made, and dry

ones were |)Ut on ; each person then wrote his notes of the

daily occui rences, and evening prayers were read ; as soon

us supper was prepared it was eaten, generally in the dark,

and tliey went to bed, and kept up a conversation until (heir

blankets were thawed by the heat of their bodies. On nnany

iiiirhts they did not even go to bed in dry clothes, fur when

tliu lire was insufficent to dry their shoes, they would not ven-

ture to pull them off, lest they should freeze so hard as to be

unfit to put on in tb'; morning, and, therefore, inconvenient

to carry.

Dy the 20th, travelling became so laborious that the party

proceeded with great difliculty. Mr. Hood, who had hitherto

fulluwed the leading man to direct him in the line of march

which was to be pursued, became so weak that he could no

lunger sustain his post, and Dr. Richardson was obliged to

occupy it. By calculation they were so near to Point Lake

tliut they expected to be within view of it this evening ; and

this so inspirited the men that they proceeded on quickly. Af-

ter all their ellbrts however they were disappointed of see-

ing it; and this, with a sparing supply of tripe de roche, so

excited their murmurs that they threatened to give up all

further efforts and to quit the party ; and this it is not im-

probable would have been the case if they had not been con-

vinced that the captain had the means of tracing the direct

road, which they themselves did not possess.

On the 21st they again set forward, although the men

were much dis|>irite<l and very weak. Uy taking an obser-

valiun Captain Franklin found they were six miles too much

inclined to the southward of that part of Point Lake to which

tlicy had purposed to journey, and accordingly they altered

tlicir course, and fired some muskets to give the hunters un

intimation of the change of their route. Some tripe dc roche,

and two partridges which they hud killed, were all which

they were able to procure this day. i'hc error which Cup

T r T J
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tain Franklin had fallen into in calculating llicir journey (o

Point Lake now excited inereasin;^ fears in the Canadians,

as lliey supposed they had lost their way and were returninnr

back again. On the two following days their progress was

extremely slow, ond they were arrested in their journey by

a litrgc lake, along the banks of which they were compeilod

to walk for a considerable distance. Joseph Peltier, one of

the Canadian voyagers, who carried the canoe, having fallen

several times, by which the canoe was greatly injured, at last

refused to carry it, and it was given to Registe Vaillant, ano-

ther of the Canadians, who managed to carry it with greater

ease to himself, and they made for a time considerable speed.

Captain Franklin and Dr. Richardson, not going forwards

with the party, but following afterwards, accidentally passed

them ; and not finding a track to guide them, returned and

discovered their companions among some willows, where

they had found sonic pieces of skin and bones of a deer, on

which, added to some old shoes, they were making a meul.

They found Peltier and Vaillant also here, who said that tlic

canoe was so broken by another fall as to be perfectly use-

less, and that they had left it behind. The anguish this in-

telligence occasioned may be conceived, but cannot be de-

scribed. Impressed, however, with the necessity of taking

it forward, even in the state these men represented it to be,

Captain Franklin urgently desired them to fetch it; but

they declined going, and the strength of the olTioers was in-

adequate to the task. Tu their infatuated obstinacy on this

occasion, a great portion of the melancholy circumstances

which attended their subsequent progress may, perhaps, be

attributed. 'J'hc men now seemed to have lost all hojie of

being preserved ; and all the arguments that could be used

failed in stimulating them to the least exertion. After con-

suming the remains of the bones and horns of the deer, tiicy

lesumed their march, and in the evening reached a eon-

iracted part of the lake, which they forded, and encamiH'd

on tho opposite bide. Heavy rain bcguu houu ufterwards
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mill cuiiliiuu-(l all night. On the following murning (lie riiii

had so wasted the snow, that the tracks uf Mr. Hack and IiIh

cuiiipaiiiuns, who had gone before with the hunters, were

traced with ditnculty ; and the frequent showers during the

(liiy almost obliterated thuui. The men became furious at

(lie apprehension of being deserted by the hunters, and some

of the strongest throwing down their bundles, prepared to

Ht;t out after them, intending to leave the more weak to fol-

ii)W us they could. The entreaties and threats of the officers,

iiuwever, prevented their executing this mad scheme ; but

not before Solomon Belanger was dispatched with orders for

Mr. Back to halt. Soon afterwards they overtook Air. Ruck,

wlio had been detained in consequence of ids companions

having followed some recent trucks of deer. After halting

an hour, during which they refreshed themselves with eating

their old shoes, and a few scraps of leather, tliey set forward

in the hope of ascertaining whether an adjoining piece of wa-

ter was the Copper-mine River or not, but were soon com-

pelled to return and encamp, fur fear of a separation of the

jiarty us they could nut see each other at ten yards* distance.

The fog diminishing towards evening, Augustus was sent to

examine the water, but having lost his way he did not

reach the tents before midnight, when he brought the infor-

mation of its being a lake. They supped upon tripe de roche,

and enjoyed a comfortable iire, having found some pines,

seven or eight feet high, in a valley near the encampment.

The next morning, they killed five small deer outof aherd,

which came in sight as they were on the point uf .Uarling.

This unexpected supply re-animated the drooping spirits of

Jbe men, and filled every heart with gratitude. They so

earnestly and strongly pleaded tlair recent suiferin»j8, and

their conviction that the quiet enjoyment of two substantial

meals, after eight days' fusting, would enable ti ..n to pro-

ceed next day more vigorously, that their entreaties could

not be resisted. 'I'he ilesli, the skins, and even the contents

uf the btumuchLi ol the dctr were equally dialnbulcd umuiig
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the parly l)y Mr. Ilood, who Iiad volunteered, on the de-

parture of Mr. Wcntzcl, to perform the duty of issuing the

proviskoii. This invidious task he had all along performed

with great imparlialily, but seldom without producing some

grumbling among the Canadians ; and, on the present oc-

casion, the hunters were displeased that the heads and some

other parts, had not been added to their portions. It is pro-

per to remark, tliat Mr. Hood always took the smallest por-

tion for his own mess, but this weighed little with these men,

as long as their own appetites remained unsatisfied. They

all suffered much inconvenience from eating animal food after

their long abstinence, but particularly those men who in-

dulged themselves beyond moderation. The Canadians,

with their usual thoughtlessness, consumed above a third of

their portion of meat that evening.

On the 2Gth they arrived at the Copper-mine River. It

flowed to the northward, and after winding about five miles,

terminated in Point Lake. Its current was swift, and there

were two rapids in this part of its course, which in a canoe

could have been crossed with ease and safety. These rapids,

as well as every other part of the river, were carefully exa-

mined in search of a ford ; but finding none, the expedient

occurred of attempting to cross on a raft made of the wil-

lows which were growing there, or in a vessel framed with

willows, and covered with the canvass of the tents ; but both

these schemes were abandoned, through the obstinacy of the

interpreters and the most experienced voyagers, who de-

clared that they would prove inadequate to the conveyance of

the party, and that much time would be lost in the attempt.

The men, in fact, did not believe that this was the Copper-

mine Uiver, and so much had they bewildered themselves on

the march, that some of them asserted it was Hood's River,

and others that it was the Bethetessy, (a river which rises

from a lake to the northward of Rum Luke, and holds a

course to the sea parallel with that of tht.' (-o|iper-mine.) Li

short, their dcjpondency had rtturncil, and (luy all do
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spaircd of seeing Fort Enterprise again. However, (lie steady

ussurunces of the oflicers that they were actually on the banks

uf the Copper-mine River, and that the distance to Fort

Enterprise did not exceed forty miles, madesome impression

upon them, which was increased upon their finding some

bear-berry plauts, which are reported by the Indians not to

grow to the eastward of the river. They then deplored their

folly and impatience in breaking the canoe, being all of opi-

nion, that had it not been so completely demolished on the

23d, it might have been repaired sufficiently to take the party

over. Peltier and Vaillant were examined as to its state,

with the intention of sending for it ; but they persisted in the

declaration, that it was in a totally unserviueable condition.

St. Germain being called upon to endeavour to construct a

canoe frame of willows, stated that he was unable to make

one sufficiently large. It became necessary, therefore, to

search for pines of sufficient size to form a raft ; and being

aware that such trees grow on the borders of Point Lake,

they considered it best to trace its shores in search of them ;

and, tlierefore, resumed their march, carefully looking for n

fordable part, and encamped at the east end of Point Lake.

As there was little danger of losing the path of the hunters

whilstthey coasted on the shores of this lake. Captain Frank*

lin determined on again sending Mr. Back forward, with the

interpreters to hunt. In this arrangement, he had the fur-

ther object of enabling Mr. Back to get across the lake witli

two of the men, to convey the earliest possible account of

their situation to the Indians. Ho instructed him to halt at

the first pines he should come to, and then prepare a raft
;

and if his hunters had killed any animals, he was to cross im-

mediately with St. Germain and Beauparlant, and send the

Indians as quickly as possible with supplies of meat.

Mr. Buck and his party set out at six in the morning, and

Captain Franklin started ut seven. As the snow had en-

tirely disappeared, and there was no means of distinguish-

ing the footsteps of stragglers, he gave strict orders for all
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tliopnrty lo knop (oi^otlicr; and dosired (lu; <wn KHquinmiix

not to leave them, they liavinpf often strayed in searcli of tlie

remains of animals. The people, however, through de-

spondency, had become careless and disobedient, and had

ceased to dread punishment, or hope for reward. RIucli

time was lost in halting and firing guns to collect them, hut

the labour of walking was so much lightened by the disap-

pearance of the snow, that they advanced seven or eight miles

along the lake before noon, exclusiveof the loss of distance

in rounding its numerous bays. At length they came to an

arm, running away to the north-east, and apparently con-

nected with the lake which they had coasted on the 22nd,

23rd, and 2Uh of the month.

The idea of again rounding such an extensive piece of wa-

ter and travelling over so barren a country was dreadful, and

they feared that other arms, equally large, might obstruct

their path, and that the strength of the party would entirely

fail, long before they could reach the only part where they

were certain of finding wood. While they halted to consider

of this subject, and to collect the party, the carcase of a deer

was discovered in the cleft of a rock into which it had fallen

in the spring. It was putrid, but little less acceptable to

them on that account ; and a fire being kindled, a large por-

tion was devoured on the sj)ot. The men, cheered by this

unlooked-for supply, became sanguine in the hope of being

able to cross the stream on a raft of willows, although they

had before declared such a project impracticable, and they

unanimously desired to return back to (he rapid, a request

which was acceded to. Credit and Junius, however, were

missing, and it was also necessary to send notice of their in-

tention to Mr. Back and his party. Augustus being pro-

mised a reward, undertook the task, and it was agreed to

wait for him at the rapid. It was supposed he could not fail

meeting with tlie two stragglers on his way to or from Mr.

Hack, as it was likely they would keep on the borders of the

lake.
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III ilio niglit tlicy licard llio rnport of Credit's gun in an-

swer to signul muskets, and lie rejoined them in the morn-

iii;:, hut tlicy got no intelligonec of Junius.

Eight deer were scon by Michel and Credit, wlio loitered

Ixliind the rest of the party, but tbi-y could not approach

llii'in. A great many shots wore firc<I by those in the rear

at partritlges, but they missed, or at lea.^t did not choose to

add what they killed to the common stock. It was subse-

(piently learned that the hunters often secreted the partridges

they shot, and ate thein unknown to tiie oHicers. Some
trijie de roche was collected, which they boiled for su|i])er,

with the moiety of the remainder of the deer's meat. The

men commenced cutting willows for the construction of a raft

to convey them across the river. As an excitement to exer-

tion, Captain Franklin promised a rewar*l of tliree hundretl

livres to the first person who should convey a line acioss the

river, by which the raft could be managed in tran*iporting

liio party. Several attempts were made by Belanger and

Henoit, the strongest men of the party, to convey the raft

across the stream, but they failed for want of ours. A pole

constructed by tying the tent poles together, was too short

to reach the bottom at a short distance from the siiorc ; and

a |)addle which had been carried from the sea-coast by Dr.

Uichardson, did not possess suflicient power to move the raft

in ojiposilion to a strong I)rceze, which blew from the other

side. All the men sufToretl extremely from the coldness of

the water, in which they were necessarily immersed up to

the waist, in tlieircndeavours toaid Belanger and Benoit; and

having witnessed repeated failures, they began to consider

tlie scheme as hopeless. At this time Dr. Richardson,

priiinpted by a desire of relieving his suffering companions,

proposed to swim across the stream with a line, and to haul

(ho raft over. He launched into the stream with a line round

Ills middle, hut when he had got a short distance from the

liiink, his arms became benumbed, and ho lost the power

I'l' moving tlieni ; still he persevcreil, and turning on his back,

V V. L'vl. U r u
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had iioai ly •'ainctl tlit> ()|>|)(i>*itc liaiik, wlicn his lot's nUo he-

cnine powerless, and he Huiik. Tliey iiiNtiinlly lintiled upuii

the line uiid lie cumc on the surface, and was ^riuliiiilly drav>ii

ashore in an almost lifeless state. Uein;>f rolled up in blan-

kets, he was placed before a good fire of willows, and for-

tunately was just able to speak suiTiciently to i^ive some slight

directions respcctinfj the manner of treating him. He reco-

vered strength gradually, and throu!>;h the hlessiug of God

was enabled in the course of a few hours to converse, and

by the evening was sufficiently recovered to remove into the

tent. They then regretted to learn, that the skin of his

whole left side was deprived of feeling, in consequence of

exjwsure to too great heat. He did not perfectly recover

the sensation of that side until the following summer. It

cannot be described what every one felt at beholding the

skeleton which Dr. Richardson's debilitated frame exhibited.

In the evening Augustus came in. He had walked a day

and a half beyond the place from whence they had turned

back, but had neither seen Junius nor Mr. Back. Of the

former he had seen no traces, but he had followed the tracks

of Mr. Back's party for a considerable distance, until the

hardness of the ground rendered them imperceptible. Ju-

nius was well rqui|)ped with ammunition, blankets, knives,

a kettle, and other necessaries , and it was the opinion of

Augustus that when he found he could not rejoin the party,

he would endeavour to gain the woods on the west end of

Point Lake, and follow the river until he fell in with the Es-

quimaux, who frequent its mouth. Credit, on a hundni^

excursion, found a cap, which was recognised (o belong to

one of the hunters who had left (hem in the spring. Tliis

circumstance produced the conviction of their being on tli<

banks of the Copper-mine River, which all the exertions m

Me officers ha<I liitherto failed in effecting with some of (In

party ; and it had the hajipy consequence of reviving theii

spirits considerably.
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III the ovoninjf, iiHcr su|)|>ini; on some liipc de roclii-, tlioy

lelirud to sleep. On the l^t of ()ctoli«>r, (hi-y ha<l the Hii-

tisfaction of seeing Mr. iluck return. He had adviineed

nearly twenty miles heyond the party accompanying Captain

I'Vanklin ; and fearin<; tiiat the lake extended yet many miles

tarther, he thought it numt |>rudent to return. One of the

hunters this evening hroughl in some hones and antlera of a

(leer. The meat had been entirely picked off; hut the mar-

row, although it was now hcconie putrid, was gladly eaten,

altliough it was acrid and the bones being burnt, were equally

divide«l among the party, and eaten by them.

They now occupied their time in making another rait

to convey them across the lake, to elFcct wliitli a (piantity of

willows were gathered, with which, and some canvass, tJcr-

inain undertook to form a vessel for that purpose. Many of

tlicm were now in a state of the greatest weiiknesn. A great

(piantity of snow had fallen dupiig the 2d and 3<l, and their

siifitrings led several to give uj) all hopes of being able to re-

turn. Mr. Hood and Dr. Richardson presented to the eye

the appearance of skeletons, as indeed did most of the party.

The former was afllicted with su severe a complaint in his

bowels from eating the tripe dc roche, that he could no lon-

ger partake of what was dressed, and at this juncture, when

out of consideration for his suiTerings n partridge was re-

served for him, it was stolen by some of the men. The person

whose spirits were least depressed was the seaman Hepburn,

who appeared to rely with unabated confidence on the divine

protection, and never reliiiqiiislied liis eiForls to |)rocure sus-

tenance, nor his endeavours to assist the weak and depressed.

On the 4th of October, St. Germain having completed

the canoe wliicli was to convey tlieiii across (In; water, em-

barked in it himself and reached the opposite shore in safety.

It was then brought back an<l otiiers conveyed over until the

whole party bad crossed in saft!ty, although several of them

were severely wet by its odiiiitting a coiisideralile <pianii)yof

Hater. A'^ suuii an they hud recovered froui tlit laliijuc it

U u u 2
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crossinpTi Captnin Franklin requested Mr. Back to proceed

forwards, takin|; with him Pierre St. Germain, Solomon

Bclanger, and Gabriel Beauparlant. lie was to search for

the Indians and to proceed to Fort Enterprise ; at which

place, if they met with no succour before, they had not a

doubt l)Ut their necessities would be supplied, and where

sufficient intelligence would be left by Mr. Wnnfzel, as had

been ajjreed on their parting, to direct them to different de-

pots of provisions.

The spirits of the whole party again revived, and theCa-

nadion voyagers now expressed their confidence that they

should soon arrive at Fort Enterprise, where they expected

all their trials would have an end. They had however to en-

dure the want of even a little tripe de roche, and large «juiin-

tities of snow fell during the night.

On the morning of the 5th, they diti not proceed until eiglit

o'clock, as tho f.-ozen state of their clothes caused them to re-

main round the fire they had kindled. After proceeding about

wo hours, they found some tripe de roche, on which tliey

weakfasted. They afterwards continued their journey until

the evening, when tliey partook of a slender meal of tripo

de roche and scraps of roasted leather. On the following

morning they made another meal of scraps of leather, and

'hen went forwards. The road was new over a ran^e of

bleak hills, and the wind was severely cold. The weakness

of some of the party was so great as almost to j-revent their

proceeding farther. Credit was no longer abhi to carry more

than his blanket and gun, and with others, lingered :>

distance behin ' About noon Samandre came up and s;:id

that Creditand Vaillant were too weak to proceed any finliier.

Upon this the party halted and Dr. Uicliardsoii went back to

them. As there was a quantity of willows on the spot, a fire

was made. After returning nenrly two miles, he found

Vaillant, who was extremely weak from fatigue and cold.

On being informed that if he made an effort to rcacli tlie

par*-' in advance ho would linil a lire pioviduil, he strove tti
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proceed, but repeatfilly fell. He said that Credit was a

slioit distance in tlie rear, and the Doctor proceeded in

scnrch of him ; but there being a very strong snow drift, af-

ter proceeding about half a mile he was constrained to re-

turn, as he lost all traces of their footsteps. On arriving

»i,'ain at the spot where he had found Vaillant, he had moved

oaly a few yards, having been unable to stand, and was

now scarcely able to articulate. The Doctor now hastened

to inform the captain and his party of their situation, and

Beianger, with others, immediately proceeded to his help ;

he was benumbed with cold and incapable of being roused,

'i'hosc who were sent to help him on, declared themselves

loo weak to carry him, and even begged to be permitted to

leave their baggage and make the best of their way to Fort

Enterprise.

It was now proposed that the stronges* of the party should

proceed forwards ; and at length Mr. Hood and Dr. Rich-

ardson agreed to remain behind with one of the men, when-

ever they should arrive at a spot where a suUicient quantity

of tripe de roche could be found for a few days support ; and

that Captain Franklin and the others should proceed to Fort

Enterprise and send them from thence supplies and help us

they needed. By tiiis plan several articles might be left be-

hind, so as to ease the advance parly; and accordingly a tent,

a small barrel of powder, and otiitr luggage, was given into

the care of Dr. Richardson, and tiny then proceeded on their

journey. Vaillant's blanket was hit, under a hope, which

indeed was very distant, that he mijjht get further on his

journey ; and as Credit had some leather and a blanket,

their ho|)es were that he also might be i)reservcd alive.

Having come to this determination, they proceeded on

the following morning on their journey ; und arriving at

a place where there grew a quantity of willows, and near

whicli they observed a (piantity of iripe de roche, Dr, liich-

iirdson and Mr. Hood deteriiiineil to remain here; and the

faithful seaman John Hepbuin, vuluntaiily ullcrcd tu remain
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willillicm.Tlicy tliercrurcpilciintltlieirieiil,L-ullec(e(la!>ii|)|ily

of willuws, and placed in us muoSi stit'ety as they cuiild llic ani-

nuiniliun and oilier articles wliicli were tu be left with them.

The cireuinstance olieaving these friends beliind, ufter Imv-

ingbecn liis cutnpanions in such a variety of diiliculiies, Cup-

tain Franklin felt most keenly ; hut the hope of beinir uhle

the sooner to send a sup|)ly of provisions i'rr)in Fort Enter-

prise, induced hin) to submit ; and two of the Canadian voy>

a^ers promised to hasten with supplies from the fort, or tu

guide any of the Indians to their encampment whom they

tni^ht meet.

Having taken an aiFeetionate farewell of their companions,

Captain Franklin and his |)arty set forward on their journey,

and had not proceeded far before they arrived at a spot

covered with pines, and surrounded hy a considerable quan-

tity of tripe de roche, which made them regret that the

friends whom they had so recently parted with had fixed their

tents so early, as their accommodation would have been

greater at this place. Proceeding forwards, they fuund the

country presented n level surface, on which the snow lay to

a considerable depth, and walking became so laborious, that

after travelling about four miles, they were obliged to encamp.

Helanger and Michel got on with very great difVuulty, not

being able to kee|) up with their companions ; and on arriv-

ing, stated their wish to return to their companions behind.

They were unable to find any tripe de roche, hut made some

tea of a plant they found, and took a small ])orlii>n of burnt

leather. They passed an almost sleepless night from the seve-

rity of the cold, and being unable through weakness to raise

their tent, they cut it i:p and made coverings of the canvass.

Captain Franklin wrote a note to Mr. Ilood and his eom|»a-

nions, and gave it to Michel and Helaiiger, who conlinued

in their purpose of returning, and tlien proceeded forwards.

They had scarcely moved, before Perrault and Fontano, two

ol the Canadian voyagers, became hubjcct to a giddiness and

Tould not proceed. A little tea was quickly prepared foi and
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(hem, anil loine scorclicd leather was given them lo eat, which

in a measure recovered them, and they desired to proceed.

PerrauU however soon found himself again so affected that lie

declared his incapahility tu proceed, and said he would re-

turn to Belanger and Michel. Bidding the party adieu he set

out on his return, and Captain Franklin again went forwards.

The snow was deep and tlieir progress slow. Crossing a

siimll lake, (he ice was so smooth, and the wind hlcwsopow-

ei fully, that they continually slipped, and were (Ih'm scarcely

able lo recover themselves. Fontano now became incapiildo

of proceeding ; every endeavour was used to sustain him,

and encourage him to proceed, but in vain, and he often

fell down. Finding' it impossible for him to proceed, it was

recommended to him to return to the parties who had been

left behin<l, and as the clump of pines was still in view (he

way was easily tu be found. He accordingly after being a.

little recovered set out to rejoin his feeble companions, and

though weak and proceeding slowly, yet Captain Franklin

had the satisfaction to see him get on better than he expected.

Tu leave his companions behind one after another .n so

weak, feeble and distressing u situation gave the mind of

Captain Franklin the greatest pain. Had any of (he party

had sutBcicnt strength tu have borne one of their companions

upon their shoulders, he would have endeavoured to huve

supported them ; but the strongest men were so weak and

feeble, that the effort would have been fruitless; and how-

ever much it might excite his feelings, no alternative uas

left, and indeed it appeared to be only to delay and prolong

the prospect of obtaining help, if they remained with such of

their companions as hud not strength to go forwards. The

party now consisted of only live persons ; Captain Franklin,

Semandre, Benoit, Adnm and Peltier. Augustus had gunu

forwards alone, while the party were detained by the diil'iT-

ont persons who became so affected as to be obliged to re-

turn. These live [>ersons now proceeded on their journey,

and arriving al u spot where tlurc were a (piantity of willows,
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tlicy pncamped, ani\ making a lire, attfim|)t('(l to gather some

tripe de roche, but without success, from the severity of tiie

weather ; they therefore made a meal of a few pieces of lea-

ther and some tea. The next morning the weather being

more mild, they gatiiered a quantity of tri|)o de roclu*, ami

felt much refreshed after tlieir repast. Tliey then com-

menced their journey, and arrived at Martin Lake, whieh

they found so frozen over as to cnal)1e them to cross it, wliicli

they did, and arrived at Wi"ter River, by which the spirits

of the party were greatly raised, as they luid now arrived at

a s|)ot know to them all. Having encamped for the night,

which was very stormy, they rose early in the morning, an<l

commenced their journey in the hope of reaching Fort En-

terprise before night. In their journey they saw a large herd

of rein-deer, but they were so feeble that they could not

pursue thcai. In the afternoon they encamped in the vici-

nity of a great number of pines, and made a comfortable fire.

They made a meal on some shoes and made some tea ; but

no tripe de roche could be found. They then set out for

the fort, anticipating thut their sufferings were now at an

end ; but what their feelings were on arriving at that place,

no language can describe. Instead of finding a depot of pro-

visions, and some Indians or other persons to administer to

their many wants and necessities, they found it completely

desolate. The sight was so extremely distressing that the

whole party burst into tears. Comforting themselves as they

had done, with the pleasing assurnnce that at this place their

trials would end, und that they should quickly dispatch to

their sufTuring friends in the rear, that assistance and sup-

port wliicii they so greatly needed, the view of the house in

its desolate state was like uu arrow to the heart, and the

whole party aimoiit sunk under the feelings it produced.

Here they expected to find a letter from Mr. Wentael giv-

ing them intoriiiation res;iecting the places where they should

find provision ; but no letter, nor the least indication ofiuiy

ellort to serve thuin, could be seen. Tiioy found here how-
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^ver :i "^^t^^ f>'"i" ^Ir. Back, intiinaling (liiU lie had been at

tliis place two ilaysi befure, uiid Haying that lie wa» gone tu

bi'urcli after (be Indians, and that I' ild proceed in the

liirection of Fort Providence, and mac if he did not meet

with any Indians he would expedite assistance from thence
;

hut at the same time he expressed bis fears that neither him-

self nor any of his party would have strength to accomplisli

the journey.

As the liopo of help was now so distant, Captain Franklin

lesiilved to make an excursion himself to find some of (be Iii-

(liaiiti ; lie resolved however to wait two or three days, tliat

Ills party might recruit their strength, and also in tlie hope (bat

he might hear from Mr. Hack tiiut Ik; bad been successful in

seeking for tliem. As to the place of their present residence,

the room in which they took up their abode was exposed (o

all the severity of the weadier, the temperature of which

was now 15' below zero. There were indeed several «lecr

skins, which were left when they took up their residence here

ill the spring, and they found among the ashes a (piantity of

the bones of the animals which they then killed. With this

fare, and with the tripe de roclie which they might gather,

they considered they had suilieieiit to su])port them for a

time, and having no other choice they endeavoured to sub-

mit.

On the following evening, while preparing their bard face

for a roi>as(, the l<i:s(piimaux Augustus made his appearance.

They were greatly rejoiced to sec him, as from the length

uf time he had been missing (bey were apprehensive Kome

serious misfortune had beful him. On intpiiry it was found

(hut on leaving the party he had pursued a diil'erent rout

friiiii the others ; but accustomed as the people of his nation

are to roving about, he had sutlicient conception of the di-

rection in which Fort Enterprise wax situated, so as to reach

it without those helps by wliieh the English made their reck-

onings. The weather at this time was much more severe

(hull it bad been at the same period in the la>it year ; ami

J'. V. -JJ. X N X
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tliey saw but few tracks of tlic rein-ilccr, which the preced-

ing year had been very numerous.

On the 13lh uf October, tlic wind being high, tl^c snow

drifting very much, the party remained at their residence,

and in the course of the day Solomon Belangcr made his ap>

pearance in a state of great exhaustion and distress. His

hair was frozen, liis whole dress was covered with ice, and

it was with difllculty he gave tliem to understand that he liad

fallen into one of the rapids and narrowly escaped with his

life. l]u brought a letter from .Mr. Back, in which he said

that he had not been able to meet with any of the Indians,

and requested Captain Franklin to signify his wishes as to

the road he should take.

Every endeavour was used to reanimate the almost expir-

ing s|)irilsof Belanger ; they gave him some warm broth, took

off his frozen garments, rubbed his chilled limbs, and ex-

erted every effort to make him comfortable. It could not

but be noticed how much a sense of the suiferings they had

endured, and the still awful appearances as to what awaited

them, a])peared to intluence their behaviour. Oaths, to which

some of the party were greatly addicted, now no longer came

out of their mouths ; a spirit of humble snbmission to their

fate a|)peared to influence them ; and feelings of the most

nllectionale nature were now particularly manifest towards

the sufTering Belanger. That the custom which had pre-

vailed, during the whole progress of the expedition, of pay-

ing regard to the Lord's Day, and of prayer to the Divine

Being on other occasions, had now its measure of influence

upon the most thoughtless and reprobate, cannot be doubted,

and the circumstance may be added to the many arguments

which history and experience holds forth, to those who arc

in any measure of authority, that their duty is to profess their

dependence and manifest their reliance upon the over-ruling

providence of God, assured thnt the time of suffering and

difliculty will lead others to seek fur the salvation of Ilim in

whom ihey live* and move, and liave tlicir ln-ing.
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As from the letier of Mr. Rack, it appeared there were no

Indians in the neighbourhood of Fort Enterprise, Captain

Franklin resolved to proceed towards Rein-deer Lake, wiiich

was in the road to Fort Providence. He wrote to this ef-

fect to Mr. Back, and also apprised him of the state and cir-

cumstances in which Mr. Ilood and the otlier per.suns were

left behind, that they might receive any attention whicii cir-

cumstances might present. It was three days before Helan-

gcr was sulFiciently recovered to return, and then he was dis-

missed with the letter.

Captain Franklin now proceed(;tl to arrange fur his jour-

ney to Fort Providence ; but it appeared impossible for him

to take the whole party, as Adam, one of the hunters, was

so afllicted with numerous swellings in dilTerent parts of his

body, as to be incapable of walking. He therefore deter-

mined to take Benoit and Augustus, and to send assistance

by one of them the very first opportunity. Prc|»aratory to

removing he made up a package for the government in Eng-

land, consititing of their Journal and other papers, wliicli was

b'ft to the care of the persons who were to remain at Fort

lOntcrprise, and to be given to the Indians, should any call,

directing them to send it to any of the North-west or Hud-

son's Hay settlements, as they might have opportunity. Cap-

tain Frsinklin then wro(e a letter (to bo si>nt when opportu-

nity ollered) to Mr. Hood and Dr. Richardson. Having

given some other directions to Peltier, Samandreand Adam,

who were to remain at Fort Enterprise, they bade them fare-

well. This was a season which excited all their feelings and

brought aficsh to their recollection the various suil'erings

which they had mutally endured. A disposition to be re-

signed to the divine will, be the result whatever it might,

nitpeared to intlucnce the whole party ; :ind every one ap-

peared to possess a mind prepared for all the sufferings and

ItiivatioiiB each might have to pass through.

Having singed some pieces of skin to bo used for food,

iiiul mended their snow shoes, Captain Franklin an! his two

X X X -'
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companiuns quitted Fort Enterprise on tlic 20tli. They

found lliemselves so weak, and tlie road so diflicult, tliat af-

(.L>r six hours labour they had only proceeded four miles, and

then fixed their abode for the ni;>;ht on the edge of a lake,

und partook of some tea and singed skin. Worn out and

emaciated as they were, the cold was severe and distressing,

and they lay close to each other to procure warmth. In the

morning, after a slight repast, they again set out, but hud

proceeded only a short distance when Ca]>ti)in Franklin had

the misfortune to fall and break his snow shoes, and the dif-

ficulty in walking became so great, and exhausted him so

much, that he resolved to relinquish the attempt, and to send

Benoitand Augustus forwards while he returned to the fort.

]]e therefore wrote a note to Mr. Back, describing his situa-

tion and desiring hiiu to send provisions by some means the

very first opportunity ; and they w(tc to continue their jour-

ney until they reached Fort Providence in case they missed

of meeting any persons from whom assistance could be ob-

tained.

Having dispatched these men, he made his way back to the

fort, where he found his companions in a state of great weak-

ness and imbecility. Peltier was the only one who seemed

capable of using any elForts towards their support; Saman-

dre appeared to give himself up to despair, and Adam was

too ill to ailbrd any help. Upon the whole it seems proba-

ble that but for Captain Franklin's return they would have

sunk under their accumulated sulFerings. He used every

effort to cheer their spirits and to inspire them with the hojie

that their trials would soon be over, and that assistance would

quickly arrive. Under feelings of their inadequacy to exert

themselves, they had resolved to partake of only one meal a

day ; but the captain now cooked their foou and required

them to take refreshment more often. The weather being

at this time snowy and gloomy, neither Peltier nor Adam

would leave their beds, and it was with difllculty that they

could be prevailed on to take the food provided for them,
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Tlieir strength declined daily, and every effort to do the ne-

cessary duties was painful. Even to change the position in

which they sat or lay required an exertion which they almost

refused to make. It was to be expected that as the winter

nilvanced, and the ground became bound by the frost, that

tlipy would be deprived of the tripe de roche, which was so

very necessary to mix with the pounded bones and scorched

!,kins that they found at the fort; yet under all these com'

plicated sufferings, their solicitude for Mr. Hood, Dr. Rich-

ardson and those left behind, whom they supposed to be, if

possible, in a state of greater privation, excited their in-

creasing sensibility, and was indeed, with the ideas of the help

to be sent, principally the subject of their conversation.

Dy the 29th they had burned up all the loose wood about

their dwellings and proceeded to pull down some of the par-

titions of the houses which had been erected when they were

at this place in the spring. The distance from the place in

which they dwelt was but a few yards, yet the conveying

tliein was a work of great labour in their weak state; and Pel-

tier, who alone was strong enough to do the work of loosen-

ing the boards, felt so oppressed that it was with dillicully

that they procured wood sufficient to continue the lire. They

saw this day a herd of rein-deer about a mile distant, but

every one was now so weak that it was not in their power

to i^o after them.

This day they had the pleasing, yet in many respects

mournful satisfaction of seeing Dr. Richardson and the sea-

man Hepburn enter their apartment. As none of the other

persons who were left behind made their appearance, they

were filled with anxious fears respecting their fate. The

emaciated appearance of the doctor and his companion

shocked their feelings, and they were still more agitated upon

hearing that Perrault and Fontano had not been seen by them,

and that Mr. Hood and Michel were dead. On the other

hand the hollow countenanceu of the captain and his compa-

nions, and the sejtulchral tone of their voices, excited in the
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cloctur and IIc])l)tirn sensations of u likn kind in respect of

tliem.

Hepburn having sliot a p;irtridge, (he doctor tore off

the feathers, and haviiif» Iiold it to the fire a few minutes, di-

vided it into six portions. T!ie oaptain and his three coni])a-

nions ravenously devoured tiieir sliiircs, as it was the first

morsel of flesh any of them li;id tasted for thirty-one days,

unless indeed the small gris^tly particles which were found oc-

casionally adhering to the pounded bones may be termed

flesh. Their spirits wero revived by this small supply, and (he

doctor endeavoured li .ise them still higher by the prospect

of Hepburn's being able to kill a deer next day, as they had

seen, and even fired at, several near the house. The doc-

tor having brought hia prayer book and testament, some

prayers and psalms, and portions of scripture, appropriate

to their situation, were read, and they retired to bed. Next

morning the doctor and Hepburn went out early in search of

deer; but though they saw several herds, and fired some shots,

they were not so fortunate as to kill any, being too weak to

hold their gunssteadily. Theculd compelled the former to re-

turn soon, but Hepburn persisted until late in the evening.

Peltier and Samandre continued very weak and dispirited,

and they were unable to cut fiie-wood. Hepburn had in

consequence that laborious task to perform after he came

back.

Dr. Richardson stated, that uj)on Captain Franklin, Pel-

tier, Samandre, and the others leaving, they had kept up

the fire as long as they had any wood to burn ; and that the

weather was afterwards so stormy that they could not move

during the next day, and therefore lay in their beds, and

having a few religious books which were given to tUem by o

lady in London, one of the party read them aloud. The doc-

tor stated that the reading of these books, together with theit

attention to daily reading prayers, so sustained their spirits,

and influenced them to trust in the divine protection, that a

spirit of cheerfulness was mi\nircst among them. On tl.c

son s

self
i

his o

other

when
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liuocecding day Michel, who with Belangcr liad, as noliced

ill a preceding part of the narrative, been compelled to re-

liiiquitjh the journey. Joined him. lie stated thut Helanger

liad left him, but llie doctor said that the circumstances

which afterwards occurred led him since to su|)posc thut

Michel had murdered his companion. Michel brought with

him a hare and a partrid'^e, whicii was a most acceptable sup-

ply to the hungry party, and after partaking thereof they

resttid for the nigiit. On the succeeding day they proceeded

to the ])lacc which Captain Franklin had by letter recom-

mended him to move to, and afterwards Mr. Hood removed

(0 it. Michel, who had \ emained by himself the preced-

ing evening, brought some meat, which he said was part of a

wolf which had been killed by a deer, but which the parties

since have supposed to be part of a human body, and that

he had killed Perrault also.

After this Michel refused to hunt or to assist in convey-

ing the wood for the fire ; he manifested also in various otlier

ways much of an angry spirit, saying " you had better kill

and cat me, for there are no beasts tt) be found." In this

state some (lays parsed, until one morning, after having read

the prayers. Dr. Richardson wont out to endeavour h> gather

some tripe do roche, and Hepburn was engaged in procuring

wood, in order that he might leave a stock for a few days sup-

])ly, as it was purposed that he and Michel should set out lor

Fort Enterprise. They had not been long absent from thehouse

when they heard the report of a gun, and shortly after lle|>-

burn, in a state of great alarm, called to the doctor to come

instantly to the house, where Mr. Hood lay dead, a ball

having passed throtigh his forehead. Their distress at view-

ing him in that state was indescribable ; at first Dr. Uichard-

6on supposed that in a fit of despondency he had hurried him-

self into the presence of his Almighty Judge, by an act of

his own hand ; but the con«iuct of Michel soon gave rise to

other thouijltfs, and excited suspicions, which were confirmed,

when upon examining the body, he discovered that the shot
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ii'id entered the back purt uf tite head, and passed uut at

the forehead, and that tlie muzzle of the gun hud ocen i)|)>

phed so elcsc as tu set (ire tu the night-cnp behind. The

gun, which was of (lie longest kind supplied to the Indians,

cuuld not have been placed in a position to inlliet such a

wound, except by a second person. Upon in(|uirin<; of Mi-

chel how it happened, he replied, that Mr. IJuod had sent

him into the tent for the short gun, and that during his ab-

sence the long gun had gone ol\\ he did not know whether

by accident or nut. Hepburn afterwards said that previous

to the report of the gun, Mr. Hood and .Michel were speak-

ing to each other in an elevated angry tune; that Air. Hood

being seated at the fire-side, was hid from him by interven-

ing willows, but that on hearing the report, he looked u|) and

saw Michel rising n|> from before the tent-door, or just be-

liintl where ]\Ir. Hood was seateil, and then going into the

tent. Thinking that the gun had been discharged fur the pur-

pose of cleaning it, he did not go tu the fire. at first; and

when Michel called to him that Mr. Hood was dead, a consi-

derable time had ela|)sed. The loss of a young oilicer uf

such distinguished and varied talents and application, can-

not but be felt and duly appreciated by the persons under

whose command he had served; but the calmness with which

he contemplated the probable termination of a life uf uncom-

mon promise, and the patience and fortitude with which he

sustained great bodily sufferings, can unly be known tu the

companions of his distresses. Owing to the effect that the

tripe de roche invariably had, when he ventured to taste

it, lie undoubtedly suffered more than any of the survivors

of the party. Bickersteth's Scri|)ture Help was lying open

beside the body, as if it had falien from his hand, and it is

probable that he was reading it at the instant of his deatli.

'J'hey passed the next night together without rest, every

one being on his guard. Next day, having determined on

going to the Fort, they began to patch and prepare their

clothes for the journey. They singed the hair oil' a pint ol
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(he IxilTalo I'oixr that l)L>l(insr<'<t (<> Mr. Il<)(i(l,aiitl boiled ami

ate it. They alleiwarda set out on their juiiriiey to Fort Ec-
terjirisc.

Ile|)burn and Michel had eacli a gun, and the doctor car-

ried a small pistol which llephiirn had loaded for him. Ill

tl>e course of tho march Michel alarmed tliem much by his

gestures and conduct ; he was constantly muttering to him-

self, expressed an unwillingness to go to the Fort, and tried

to |)crsuade them to go to the southward to the woods, where

he said he could maintain himself all the winter hy killing

deer. Tn consequence of this behaviour, and the expres-

sion of his countenance, Dr. lliclmrdson requested him to

leave tiiem, and to go to the southward by himself. This

proposal increased his ill-nature ; he threw out some obscure

hints of freeing himself from all restraint on the morrow ; and

was overheard muttering threats against Hepburn, whom ho

openly accused of having told stories against him. He also,

for the first time, assumed such a tone of superiority in ad-

dressing Dr. Richdrdson, as evinced (hat he considered both

to be completely in his power, and he gave vent to several

expressions of hatred towards the white people, or as he

termed them in the idiom of the voyagers, the French, some

of whom, he said, had killed and eaten his uncle and two

of his relations. Taking every circumstance of his conduct

into consideration. Dr. Ilichardson and Hepburn concluded

that he would attemi)tto destroy them on the first opportu-

nity that oifercd, and that he had hitherto abstained from do-

ing so from his ignorance of his way to the Fort. In their

journey, Alichel coming to a rock oti which there was some

tripe de roche, halted, and said he would gather it whilst

they went on, and that he would soon overtake them. Hep-

burn and the doctor were now left together for the first time

since Mr. Hood's death, and they were of opinion that there

was no safety for them except in Michel's death. Convinced of

the necessity of such a dreadful act, Dr. Richardsou resolved

to take the whole rcsuonsibili'y upon himself ; and immcdi-

P. V.23. Yyv
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i»t«'ly upon Micliel's romiiur iij), lie put nn end tt his liff hy

^liooiing liim tlirou;;!* the I: ul willi n pistol.

Till: narrative Iumo ciinnui. but oxcile foclinijs of iIk; most

(listr(>s!jin<^ kiud iu llie uiind ut° tliu reader, at tlic uwl'ul cir-

ouinstiinces wliich liave been stated. It nppcars, however,

tliut tlic doctor was a man of too benevolent and humane n

character to have proceeded to those extremities, but from a

sense of its absolute necessity. After this awful event tl.ey

proceeded on their journey, and ultimately arrived at the fort

as before noticed.

Hepburn, who was the stronj^est of the party, went out on

the 3lst in (|uest of deer, and Dr. Iliehardson took his irun

and sit out in search of some provision. A herd of deer

passed within view of the doctor, but he was so weak as to be

unable to Kill one of the herd. On the 1st of Novemiicr,

Hepburn a^jaiu set out in pursuit of some deer, but his weak-

ness was so great as to render him unsuccessful. Dr. llieii-

ardson gathered some tripe de roche, but Semandrc and

Peltier were become so weak, and their throats so sore, tint

they could partake of only a small portion. The latter ma-

nifested such lassitude that he could no longer sit up, but

sunk upon his bed. Supposing him to have laid down be-

cause of its being a more easy posture, no particular ai)pre-

honsions were entertained for him until a rattling was heard

in his throat ; this circumstance excited their attention, nnil

on T)r. Richardson's examining him, he found him speech-

less, and he expired before the mor ing, 'I his circumstance

njipears to have so alFected Semandre, that he died in a few

hours after. The severe shock occasioned by the sudden dis-

solution of their two companions rendered them very melan-

choly. Adam became low and despondent, a change to bo

lamented the more, as he had been gaining strength and

Sj)irits for the two preceding days. The labour of collectini;

v'ood now devolved upon Dr. Richardson and Hepburn, and

th !y were occupied the whole of the next day in te uing down

the logs of which the store- liouse was built, the mu i plastered
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between thui.i being no h;»i(l froieeii that tlic lahour of si'pn-

ralion exeecdcd tlieir strength, and they were comi)letely

exhausted by bringing in wood suillcient for less than twelve

liuur^' consumption.

They continued to support thcmtieiyes b^ occasionally ga-

llicring some t-'pe de roche, which they hiul hardly strength

to LiVect, their wtakness being so great that to move the dis-

tance of a few yards was a labour almost insu|)por(ablc, until

lb; 7tli of November. Tlioy were become such skeletons

that it was with pain of body they lay down on their blankets,

and to cliangc their posture was a labour which required a

considerable effort to acconij)lish, and tliey were oblig^^d to

assist cacli other to rise from (heir scats. Thus rcducetl, tijcy

had tho pleasure on the 7th of November to hear the sound

of a musket, and the voices of persons shouting. They soon

after had the great pleasure of seeing three Indians named

Houdclkell, Crooked-foot and the Rat, approaching them,

having been sent l>y Akaiteho on the d(h with n supply of

dried deer's meat, a few tongues and some other articles, of

which they im|irudrnily eat so much as to render lhen\ very

unwell for a time. It appeared that Mr. (iack had reached

their oncampmen), and on stating fo Akaiteho the distressed

state of his companions, the chief immediately dispatched the

ihrfc men to the fort.

Mr. Hack'b; journey hatl been attended with a variety of

I'ireumstances alir.ost as afflictive as those of Captain Krank-

lin. In crossing the lakes which were frozer, Belanger twice

lill through the ice, and was in one instance saved by Mr.

itiiek and his people pulling him out by fastening the belts

v>liich thiy wore tog iHher. Mr. Back in tlescnbiiig bis "suf-

ferings says, " my shoulders were as if they would fall from

my body, my legs seemed unable to support me, and had it

not been for the remembrance of my fiiciids hehiiiil, who re-

lied on me for relief, as well as the ntu'essily of regarding

those persons of whom t had charge. 1 should have preferred

remaining where I was to the uain of alteiwpling lu remove."

Y v*3
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Dcauparlant, one of Rfr. Hiiok's companions, wcifflieil

down with fatigue and ov(;rc()n)o )>y tlie severity of tlie v/ch-

thcr, died on tlie lOlli of Octoltcr ; tlie other men, wilii Mr,

IJaek, after great fatigue, reached tlie encumiimentof Akail-

cho as hefore stated

Boudelkcll \vas sent hack to Akaiteho, and with a letter

to Mr. Back desiring a further sup|)ly of provisions to be sent

with all speed; tlie other two Indians remained with the

parly at Fort Enterprise, and proceeded to clear the apart-

ment of the dirt and fragments of hones and other things

which were spread over it. They rendered their hab;;ation

by this means, and by the large fires which they now made

so much more comfortable, that the spirits and recovei^-

of the party considerably increased. The Indians cangiit

several fish in Winter Luke, and used every exertion to make

their abode comfortable; but finding that the supply of pro-

visions which was expected from Akaiteho did not arrive,

they suddenly quitted the house on the 13th of November,

without giving the least intimation of their intention either to

Cajttain Franklin or his companions. This circumstance a])-

pcared so unaccountable that they were at a loss to surmise

a cause, until by (piestioning Adam they learned that their

fears lest the long delay of provisons which was expected

might be the occasion of renewed suflerings in the captain

and liis people, and that they had gone away purposely tu

hasten its conveyance.

On the next day they were ohiiged to return to their for-

mer diet of eating singed skin, and llopburn had again tu

procure wood for the lire ; the siuceediiig day also llicy wore

occupying themselves in the sdine way, when ll)-|ilnini dc'

scried a party approaching the house. He instantly gave

Information to liis companions, and they set about clearing

their apartment and removing the scraps of skins out of sight,

as it is one of liie curious o;iinions of the Iikikwis that such a

practice occasions disajijiointment to the hunters. Three lii-

diuus tjuickly arrived uud two of their wivcs. ituooit nlso)



TO Tin; I'OI.AK SI A. 533

\\\\o liiul qultU'd till.' lioiisc willi Augustus to u,<> in scan !i o(

Ml". Hack, letunu'tl with tliein, from whom lie bious^litalet-

(t'l- saying tliat liiinHeH' uiid Ills cuinpanioiis were ulioiit to tukc

(li(irji)urin'y to l'"oi( Providence. Thesjiirits of Adam wero

•,0 revived ljy llioir appearance that lie walked about with an

activity whicli surprised them.

Having partaken of the refreshments brought, tliey re-

solved to quit Fort Enterprise the following day; and aliter

uniliiigin prayer and thanksgiving to vJod, they set out on

the Kith of November. Their feelings on quitting tlie Fort

where tliey had formerly enjoyed much comfort, if not hap-

piness, and, latterly, experienced a degree of misery scarcely

to be paralleled, may be more eaRily conceived than de-

scribed. The Indians treated them with the utmost tender-

ness, gave them their snow-shoes, and walked without tliem-

st'lves, keeping by their sides, that they might lift them uj*

wlien they fell. They descended Winter River, and about

noon, crossed the head of Kouud-Rock Lake, distant about

three miles from the house, where they were obliged to halt,

as Dr. Richardson was unable to proceed. The swellings

in his limbs rendered him by much the weakest of the ])arty.

The Indians then prepared their encampment, cooked for

them, and fed them as if they had been children ; evincing

a humanity that would have dene iionour to the most civi-

li/.eil people. The night was mild, and they slept soundly.

( )n the 2(>lh they arrived at Akaitcho's encampment. They

were received in silence, no one opening their lips for a short

time, which is their mode uf indicating their sympathy anil

(;(im|)assion. They were then presented with some food ; af-

ter which the conversation commenced. Akailclio shewed

the most friendly hospitality, and great personal attention,

even cooking for them with his own hands, an oHice which

he nevi r performs for himself. Anncctliai-yazzeh and llum-

|)y, the (chief's two brothers, and several of the hunters,

witii their iiuiiilies, wero encamoed hero, togetiier with u

number of old muu and women. In the course uf the day they
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wen; visiteil l»y every piTsoii i»f llie haiul, not merely from

curiosity, but from a desire to evince tlieir tender aymputliy.

On the first of December, they ])rocecded in company

wilii tlic Indians towards Port Providence ; and on the 6th

Helan!<;cr and another person from Mr. Weeks met them

with two trains of dot^s, some spirits and tobacco for the In-

dians, a change of dress for the captain, and a little tea and

sugar. They also brought letters from England, and from

Mr. Hack and Mr. Wentzel. Their letters from England

informed them tliat they had been promoted.

All the Indians lluc-ked around to learn the news, and to

receive the articles brought for them. Having got some spi-

rits and tobacco, they withdrew to the teitt of the Chief, and

passed the greater part of the night in singing. They Lad

now the indcscribulde gratification of changing their linen,

which had been worn ever since their departure from the

sea-coast.

On the 8th of December, after a long conference with

Akaitcho, they took leave of him and his kind companions,

and set out with two sledges heavily laden with provision

and bedding, drawn by the dogs, and conducted by Belan-

gcr and the Canadian sent by Mr. Weeks. Ilopburn ai.d

Augustus jointly dragged a smaller sledge, laden principally

with thsir own bedding. Adam and Renoit were left to fol-

low wi'.li the Indians. They encamped on the Grassy-Lake

Portngo, having walked about nine miles, principally on the

Yellow-Knife Hivcr. It was open at the rapids, and in these

places tiicy had to ascend its banks, and walk through tliu

woo<ls for some distance, which was very fatiguing, espe-

cially to Dr. Richardson, whose feet were severely gulled in

consenuencc of some defect in his snow-shoes.

Oil the 11th, they arrved at Fort Prpvidence, where Mr,

Weeks gave them every attention, Thc.r joy and gratitvde to

God for having again brought them to a plii^e where all tlieir

necessities could be relieved was great, u>nl (hey united in

tbanksjfiving and praises for their mercies. 1 he Miores uihI
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presenls for the Indians liavinp; parily arrivod, Capt. Frank-

iin rcsulvcil to wait until Aknitcttu and liis party came uj),

that he might prcsient them untu him liimsulf. He arrived

on the 1 1th with all his people. Having smoked his pipe ac-

cording to their usual custom, und made a speech to Mr.

Weeks, he addressed himself to Ca])tain Franklin, in

which lie said he fell disappointed that so small a portion

of the present and supplies intended for them had arrived,

because, he said, his people looked to him to secure that re-

muneration to them wliich had been promised. That he did

not however intend to cast any blame on the captain and his

companions. " This world goes badly," he said, *' all are

poor
;
you are poor, the traders appear to be poor, I and my

party are poor likewise ; and since the goods have not come

in, we cannot have them. I do not regret having supplied

you with provisions, for a Copper Indian can never permit

white men to suiFer for want of food on his lands, witliout

flying to their aid. 1 trust, however, that we shall, as you

say, receive what is due next autumn; and at all events,"

he added, in a tone of good liumour, *' it is the first time

that the white people have been indebted to the Copper In-

dians." He was assured the supplies should certainly be

sent to him by the autumn, if not before. He then cheer-

fully received a small present for himself; and, although

they could give but a few things to those only who had been

most active in their service, the others, who, perhaps,

thought themselves equally deserving, did not nnurnaur at

being left out in the distribution,

Akaitcho at the conclusion of the meeting desired that a

good report might be made to the people of England of the

conduct of his Indians, and he was assured that his kindness

should very soon be noticed. Such of (he Indians as owed

the trading Company money, now received a discharge to

tile amount of any articles which had been furnished to the

captain and his party, and a credit was entered on the Com-
puny*s hooks to the value due to any uthern and to Akiiitcho
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Huviiiaf lliiis adjiistt'il tlicir cngairomnnls, ilie cap-

tain presented the liand witli a barrel of spirits nuxcci with

water, and tlicy retired.

Having coneluded all his engagemenlg to their mutual sa-

tisfaction, Dr. J'ieiiardstn, Captain Kranklin and others o*

the party left Fo»t Providence on the 15th, and proceeded

to Mooae-deer Island. The party consisted of Belanjjcr, who

had charge of a sledge laden with the bedding, and drawn by

two dogs, and the two cariole men, Uenoit, and Augustus.

Previous to their dejiarturc, they had another conference

with Akaitcho, who, as well as the rest of his party, bade them

farewell, wiih a warmth of manner rare among the Indians.

The badness of Iklangcr's dogr, and the roughness of the

ice, impeded tiu ir [irogrcss very much, and obliged them to

encamp very early. They had a good fire made of the drift

wood, which lines the shores of this lake in great quantities.

The next day was very cold. They began the journey at

nine in the morning, and encamped at the Big Cape, having

made another short march, in consequence of the roughness

of the ice.

On the 17th, they encamped on the most southerly of the

Rein-deer Islands. The night was very stormy, but the

wind abating in the morning, they proceeded, and by sunset

reached the fishing liuts of the Company at Stony Point.

Here they found Mr. Amlrews, a clerk of the Hudson's Bay

Company, who rcgalctt Ihoni whU a supper of excellent

whitefishj for which that purtof Slave Lake is particularly cele-

brated. They .setoirin the morning before day break, with seve-

ral companions and arrived at Moose- deer Island about one

in the afiernoon, where they had the great satisfaction of again

;»«>*"ting Mr. Back. Their mutual feelings on meeting again af-

ii^iVkaving passed through such aseriesof sutTerings was of the

luojitatrectingkind. Mr. M"Vicar, the chief resident at Moose-

deer Islan<l received them with the greatest kindness, and by

liis attention to their diet and their comforts, their health and

strength were fully restored. Here they remained until the
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middle ofMay, during wliicli time the remainder of the stores

intended for Akaitcho and his people arrived ; and the cap-

tain had suflicient to add an additional present of amnaunition

to every one wlio had assisted them. On tiie 26th llicy set

out for Fort Chipewyan, wiiere tlicy arrived on 2nd of June,

which they quitted on tlie 5th, and proceeded to Norway

House, which they reaiiiied on the 4lh of July. At tiiis |)lace

they discharged the Ci\naiiiiin voyairers, sending tlicin iioine

liy cnnoes wliieh were going to Montreal. On the 14lh, they

arrived at York Factory, thus coneluding a journey, |)crhaps

nnparallellcd in history, of upwards of five thousand five

hundred miles hy land and water.

That this journey did not attain all its objects must he ad-

mitted, yet it made an important addition to the northern

boundaries of America ; anil not only rstahlished the fact of

an ocean on that side, hut ascertained its latitude. Coptaitt

Franklin's expedition also threw much light on arctic disco-

very, which must, be of great service in all new attemj>ts to

reach the North Pole.

The importance of having an overland expedition at the

same time as one by sea for the Arctic Uegions, had so

strongly impressed itself on the Hiitisli government, that on

Captain Parry sailing again inl8i4to those regions, where

" Pale suns unfell at distaiiLe roll away.

And on the impasAsivu ice llie iiglilnings play,"

It was determined that Captain Franklin should follow in the

spring, and renew his arduous task of traversing those bleak

and inhospitable regions to the northerti shores of America.

Captain Franklin was acconii>nniod h) Dr. Richardson, his

former travelling companion, Mr. Drunimond, a yoni.g bo-

tanist, and others. They sailed from Liverpool in February

1825, for New York ; and thence proceeded, by the Lake

Erie Canal, to Lac Huron, where the p;irty, about thirty in

iiumber, arrived on tiie 22nd of April, 1825.

From Montreal to Lac lltiron, no incident worth record-

P. V. 23. 7 z z
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ing occurieil ; l)iit (he journey was performed with ease and

cxpodition ; every man enjoyed excellent health and daily

felt liis spirits beconiin;;- more buoyant from tlio continued

ciilninoss and fineness of the weather. On tlie 2-tth of April,

the ])arty were to embark in two large canoes for Fort AVil-

liiini, IraversinR- in their course the npper end of Lac Huron,

Saidl St. iMarie and Lake Superior, rrom thence they pro-

(Hi'd in four ciinoos l)y T>ai; la Pluie. Lake Winipef?, Cum-

beiiand House, and ]\letliy-])ortage, to Athabasca, whcrt.

they expect to overtake three boats with their crews of

Argylsiiire-men who were sent out from England in the sum-

mer of J82-1, and lia\e liad amjjle time to forward tho in-

struments and luggage entrusted to their care.

In their voyage through the principal lakes, the travellers

will be conveyed in American steamboats, and when that ac-

commodation ceases, they Mill procure, as formerly, the ser-

vices of stout Canadian boatmen. One of the greatest evilf

attendant on this expedition, is, that it requires u])Mards ef

twelve months to convey them to what nuty be called tlic

starting point of discovery. And however heavily (he (iniu

may hang on their hands, they must |)atiently vait the tanlv

lapse of an Arctic winter, and even after the sun begins tn

peep above the horizon, there are not a!io\e six. or eifjlit

weeks, during whicii they can (ra\el with any thing like

safety,

I'ort Reliance, situated on the shore of tli(; Great Pctir

Lake, and (hi! most northern piece of masonry in thevorlc',

was expressly built for tho safety and comfort of the (raMl-

lers, (iind will terminate thi'ir wandiritigs for the iirst seaMUi.

This spot they expect to reaih by the end of Sepd luber, ami

in the spring Captain I'ranklin and his old companion, Mi.

Back, who goes out on i)romo(ion, ^ulh one half of the parly,

will proceed down Mackenzie's Kiver, and from (hence ex-

plore the coast to tiie westward, as far as Icy Cape and

Behring's Straits. Here Cap(ain Ueechy, who sailed in (lie

Blossom on the 21st of May IbL'-O, is to endeavour to join
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Capfiiin Franklin, and afljr rcuitering him everj aasutance

is to pursues Ills cxjdoratory iiiv('.sti'i;ations in such parts about

Beliriiig's Straits as are imperfectly known. Every tiling

that can contribute to (lie success of these several expedi-

tions and add to tliu comfort, or rather lessen the privations

of the t^nlerprisinij navigators who have imdertaken them,

lias been done by government; they are accompanied also by

(he prayers and wishes of every IJriton, while neighbourinjj

nations look on their efTorts with admiration and anvioty.

From their known talents and ardent zeal every thing is to bo

hoped ; and although

" 'Tiii not in inortaU to command succcbb,

Yel they 'II do more— liicy '11 deserve it,"

Captain Franklin was married to Miss Eleanor Pord(m,

a lady of poetical talents of the highest order, the daughter of

William Pordcn, Esq. the arcmtect who erected the king's

stables at Brighton, Eaton Hall, the seat of Lord Grosvenor,

and other buildings which placed his name high in his pro-

fession. At the age of twenty, Aliss I'orden, who from child-

hood discovered a genius for poe(ry, published a jioem in six

cantos, endtled the " The Veils, or the Triumph of Con-

stancy." The union of poetical grace and scientific intelligence

in this poem excited much admiration, and in three years af-

terwards it was followed by " The Arctic Expedition," an in-

teresting poetic tribute to the gallant adventurers Captains

Ross andBuchan, and Lieutenants Parry and Franklin, then

engaged in one of the most perilous en(er|)rises by which the

present ago has been distiii.;iiislied. 'J'lie opening of the

poem bad a pretty allusion to the labours of the voyagers

—

" Siiil, sail ailveiiturous liaiks! jro fearletis forth,

Stdrni, on his glacier scat, llie iiii»ly North,

(iivcti) niaiikiiui the iiilmspiialilu zmie, %

Viifl Ikiloii's Midi lit |)laiit ill Hias unknown,

lio! hiint « III it.vcr s< irMci> 1. 11-, tin iiiind,

^ili.t till 111,111 ioii;^ Ni.'M r li iii.iiiiii> kind,
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The iiiixions nntions watch thn chaiifjing (;altM,

And pinyiM'saiid blessiii;;9 gwcll yniir flagijiiitr •il»."

't'lie publication of tliis poem is suiil to have it-d to hi-r ac-

quaintaiico witli Captain Fiaiikiia. Miss Porden al'ttTwards

piibiisiicd u viTV spirited Oile on iht; Coronation of iiis Ma-

jesty George the Foiirtii ; bnt her grand work was " Cu3ur

de Lion, or tho Third Crusade," a poem in sixteen cantos,

suid one of the greatest eflbrts of a female pen in the anuala

of Engiisii literature.

In the month of August, 1823, Miss Porden pave her hand

to Captain Franklin, to whom she had been some time en-

gaged, and who had then recently returned from the laud

expedition employed to assist in exploring the Polar Re-

gions.' IIaj)^')y, but brief was their union. In the circum-

stances of Mrs. Franklin's death there was .something un-

usually distressing. Coiisiitutionaliy delicate, it has been

generally, though erroneously, understood, that the fatal

event was occasioned by grief at her liusband's departure,

acting upon a previously debilitated frame. This, however,

was not the case.

Mrs. Franklin entered with energy into tho enterprising

hpirit of her husband ; she earnestly wished him to repeat

the attempt, hoping that he might accomplish the object so

much desired. With this anticipation she looked forward

to welcome his return ; but, a pulmonary complaint, from

which she had suH'ered nearly two years, reached its crisis

about the time that Captain Franklin received his orders to

j)roceed. She expired at her house, Devonshire Street, on

fhe 22nd of February, aged oO, exactly one week after hav-

ing bidden her husband farewell, loa\iiig a ilaugliter eight

months old.

Captain Franklin was promotc'd to the rank of comnuinder

m 1821, and to that of Post Captain ia iyi.'2. We trust

hiifher lionoars in his profcN.ion and tlie reuaiJ of his grate-

ful cimulrvHtill uwait him.
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liELZONrS TRAVELS

IN

EGYPT AND NUBIA,

&c. &c.

The Narrative of the Travels and Researches of Mr. Bel-

zoni have obtained a justly deserved attention among tho

rt'adcrs of the present day. In iiis introdnctory preface to

Ills own narrative ho says, " I made my discoveries alone.

I have been anxious to write my book myself, though in so

doing the reader -.vill consider me, and with groat propriety,

ijnilty of temerity; but the public will perhaps gain in tho

liiU'lify of my narnitive what it loses in elegance. I am not

;iii Englishman, but I jjrefer that my readers should receive

fiKiii myself, as well as I am able to describe them, an ac-

count of my proceedings iti I'^gypt, in Nid)ia, on the coast of

llic lied Sea, and in tlio Oasis; rather than run the risk of

liavin;^ my meaning misrepresented by anotiier. If I am
intelligible, it is ail that I can expect. I shall state notliiiig

hut tho plain matters ot" fai't, ;is lliey occurred to nu; in tliesti

countries, in 18l5-l(i-17-!H and .!!>. A descripiion of tin,'

means I took in making my r<'searches, the ililliculties I liad

to encounter, and how I ONcrcanie (iieni, \\illgi\e a toleralily

correct idea of liie nuHiners and customs of the peop'u^ I

had to deal with." l\liii:h has been urilten on Egyjit ai'd

Nubia by the liavelhrs of tlie last century, by Denon, and

the French s^ivans, whoso general account ol these coun-

tries has bcmcely left any thin;^ uuuoticod; and by Mr.
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llariiilton, wlioso ilesi-riptioii is iitiimpoachcd, and by Mr.

lliirckhardt, who was jo well acquainted with the langu?ge

and manners of these people, that none of tliem suspected

him to be an European? His account of the tribes in these

countries is minutely correct, as well as his observations on

modern Egypt and Nubia in general.

No traveller had ever sirch opportunities of studying tho

customi of the natives as were aflbrded to him, for none had

ever to deal with them in so peculiar a manner. His con

stant occupation was searching after antiquities, and t). s led

him in the various transactions he had with thorn, to oI>scrve

the real characters of the Turks, Arabs, Nubians, Bedo-

weens, and Ababdy tribes. Thus he was very diflToreiitly

circumstanced from a common traveller, w ho goes merely to

make his remarks on the country and its antiquities, instead

of having to persuade ignorant and superstitions people to

tindertake a hard task, in labours, with which they wera

])roviously totally unacquainted.

Mr. Bolzoui was bora in the city of Padua, was of a Ro-

man family, which had resided there for many years. Tlio

state and troubles of Italy in 1800, which are too well

known to require any comment, compelled him to leave it,

and from that time he visited dilFerent parts of Europe, and

sud'ered many vicissitudes. The greater part of his younger

days he passed in Rome, the former abode of his ancestors,

where he was preparing to become a monk when tho sud-

den entry of the French army into that city altered the

course of his education, and destuied him to travel ever

since. His family supplied him occasionally v\illi remittan-

ces; but as they were not rich, he contrived to live on his

own industry, and the little knowledge iie had acquired in

various branches. Ho turned his chief attention to hydrau-

lics, a science that he had learned in Rome, and which was

ultimately the cause of his going to Egypt. In 1803 he

arrived in England, and soon afler married, and after ro-

tiiding iu it nine years, hi furinid the r»'.,.ilutiun of going to
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tlic soiitli of Europe, riikiii;;; Mrs. nelzoni with him, iie

\ i.>i'.ud Portugal, Spain, and Malta, from which latter place

ihcy embarked for Egypt, where they remained from 1815

to 1819. Here he was the discoverer of many remains of

iiiitiijuity of that primitive nation. He opened one of tiie

two famous Pyramids of Ghizch, as (veil as several of the

tombs of the kings at Thebes. Among the latter, that whicli

has been pronounced by one of the most distinguished

Kciiolars of the age to bo the tomb of Psammuthis, is at this

iiioiiicnt the principal, the most perfect and splendid monu-

ment in that country. The celebrated bust of young Mem-

nun, now in the British Museum, was discovered by him,

and after an absence of twenty years, he returned to his

native land, and from thence proceeded to England.

On the 19th of May, 181 ">, Mr. Belzoni, his wife and an

Irish lad, named James Curtain, S'jt sail from Malta, and

iiirived at Al( xaiu'.ria on the Dlh of June. The principal

eaiise of his going to ligypt was the project of constructing

iivdraulic machines, to irrigate the lielils, by a system much

easier and more econoznical tli:in what is in use in that

country. On entering the harbour of Alexandria, the pilot

infoiined them tliut the |)laguc was in the town. To an

European who had never bi en in that country, this was

alarming intelligence, and wi.siiiiig to have some information

concerning tliu state of the disease, Mr. Bclzoni did not

land till the next day, when two European gentlemen came

alongside in a boat, and said that the plague was rapidly

diminishing. They then landed, but with much caution, and

proceeded to the French Occale, where they were to per-

form (piarantine. I'ortunately, St. John's day, w hich is the

ii4th of June, when tiio plague is supposed to ceast\ was

near. Some superstitious persons attribute this to the

power of the saint himself; but it is well known, thatox'remo

heat checks the j)laguo in the same manner as the cold sea-

son; and, that when the htuit of summer is not so great h8

ubuaI, the plague lasts louder; wiiiio, on llie uluer hujid.
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when the cold season conliiiuoH longer, tlie plague comes

later

The Occale is an enclosure of several honses, so (li,s])ose(i

ns to form a square. 'J'liero is no entninco to tli(! area of

tlie square but by the j;rcat gate, leading to a common s(air-

ciise, above v\ liich a gallery leads to every iiousc. In jjliiguo

time, the people of these habitations must communicate villi

each other without touching; no provision can enter without

being passed throagh water, nor must bread bo touched

vWiilst vi'arm. The disease is so easily caught, that a jiiece

of thread blown by the wind is quite sullicient to infect the

whole country. Had it bctii known that they were ill, no

one would have approaclKit tluMii, except the Arabs, wlio go

in case of sickness indiscrimiiintely to every one; and are

thus likely to spread the ]>l;i'j,ue, by giving it to those who

have it not. Many die the victims of neglect, merely becruso

every disease is taken for the plague ; others are victims of

a dillcrinit kind, of the atrocious, interested views of their

relatives, who, jirofiting by tlusir death, may take v\hat ad-

vantage they j)lease, even %y ])()ison, as no investigation

takes place in any instance. " He died of the jilaguo" is the

general cry, whatever may be the disease; and as several

hundreds perish daily, they are all carried avtay without dis-

tinction.

After the 2-lth of June, called the great St. .Tohn, the

plague nearly ceased, and desirous of reaching Cairo, they

hired a boat, in company with l\lr. Turner, an Jjiglish gen-

tleman, who was going up the Nile. They sailed on the 1st

of July, but owing to the contrary winds, were brought back

the same evening. The next day they re-embarked, and

were then obliged to land at Aboukir, in consequence of

high winds, and visited the place where General Abercromby,

and many of the brave army xinder his command, had fallen

in war, and to tlie glory of their country. Severul human

bones were scattered about.

Coutinuing their voyiige the same day, they entered the
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month of the Nile, and landed at Rosetta; and in fonr days

more arrived atfioolak, within a mile of Cairo. The bustling

Kcene here was most striking-. The majestic appearance

of Turkisli soldiers in various costumes, without regularity

or di8ci|)line. Arabs of many tribes, boats, canjeas, camels,

liorsos and asses, all in motion, presented a striking pictuie.

ISIr. Belzoni landed, and went immediately to Cairo; and as

llie holy fathers of the convent of Terrasanta could uot re-

ceive women within their walls, they were accommodated

ill an old house in Boolak, belonging to Mr. Baghos, to

vvlioin Mr. Belzoni was recommended He was the princi-

pal interpreter of Mahomed Ali, and director of all foreign

adairs; a man of great acuteness of understanding, and so

vu'll disposed towards strangers, particularly Europeans,

lliiit it was soon arranged, that on a |)articular day he was to

!)(> presented to his highness the Bashaw, to make a proposal.

The house they inhabited was old and out of repair, all the

windows were shut up with broken wooden rails; the stair-

case was in a wretched condition, and scarcely a step entire;

the door was fastened simply by a pole placed against it,

having neither lock nor any tliin;j; else to secure the entrance.

Tiiere were many rooms in it, but llu! ceiling iu all of them

was in a most threatening state. They had mattresses and

linen, otherwise they must have adopted the Arab method of

sleeping : as there are no chairs in this country, they sat on

tiio ground; a box and a trunk served as a tabic; fortunately,

they had a few plates, as well as knives and forks, which

they had provided to use in the boat; and Jann s, the Irish

lad, bought a set of culinary utensils cf pottery. Such were

their accommodations.

Mr. Belzoni took an opportunity of going to see the won-

der of the world, the pyramids, with Mr. Turner, who ob-

tained an escort of soldiers from the Bashaw to accompany

them. They went there to sleep, that they might aicend the

pyramid early enough in the morning to see the rising of the

P. V. '23 4 A
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sun; and accordingly wore on tlin top of it lonij before tlio

dawn of day. Tiie sci'no was majistic and grand far beyond

•Inscription; a mist over tin; plains of Kffypt formed a veil,

wliicb ascended and vanislied cfradiially as the snn rose and

unveiled to tlio view tliat beatitifiit land, once tlie site of

Memphis. The distant view of the smaller pyramids on the

south marked the extension of that vast capital; while tlio

solemn, endless spectacle of the desert on the west inspired

reverence for the all-powerful Creator. The fertile lands

on the north, with the serpentine course of the Nile, descend-

ing towards the sea; the rich appearance of Cairo, and its

numerous minarets, at the foot of the Mokatam mountain on

the east, the beautifid plain wbicb extends from the pyra-

mids to that city; the Nile, which flows magnificently throii<rb

the centre of tlie sacred valley, and the thick groves of palm

trees, altogether formed a scene, of which very imperfect

ideas can be given by the most elaborate description. Hav-

ing examined several of these mausoleums, they returned to

('airo with the satisfaction of having seen a wonder, which

tliey had long desired, but never supposed they should

Jiave the happiness to behold.

Soon after this Mr. Baghos introduced Mr. Belzoni to

the Bashaw, that he might come to some arrangement re-

specting the hydraulic machine, which be proposed to con-

struct for watering the gardens of the seraglio, and which

was in fact the main object of his visit to Egypt. As they

were proceeding towards the palace, through one of the

principal streets of Cairo, a brutal Turk struck Mr. Belzoni

so fiercely on tho leg with bis stirrup, that it tore away a

large piece of flesh. The blow was so severe, and the dis-

ciiarge of blood so copious, that he was obliged to be con-

veyed home, where be remained under cure thirty days

before be could support himself on the wounded leg. When
able to leave the house, be was presented to the Bashaw,

who received him very civilly, but on being told of the

mitfoi'tune whicii had happt^iunl to him, contented himself
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with coolly obsorvinir, " flint such nccidents could not bo

avoided wliero thcri? were troops."

All arran^cnient was iinniodiately concluded for erectinjf

a machine which was to raise .ns much water with one ox, o,«

'he ordinary ones do with lour. Mr. Belzoni soon found

however, that he had many ])rejudices to encounter, and

many obstacles to overcome, on the part of those who were

employed in the construction of the work, as well as of those

who owned the cattle en;Tajr(!d in drawlnjif water for tho

JJashaw's pardc^ns. 'i'he fate of a machine which had been

sent from England, taught him to augur no good for that

which he had undertaken to constnuit- 'J'iiough of the most

costly description, and every way equal to perform what it

was calculated to do, it had failed to answer the unreasonable

exiiectations of the Turks, because " the quantity of water

raised by it was not sufficient to inundate the whole country

in an hour, which was their measure of the power of aa

English water-wheel."

While Rlr. IJelzoni resided at Cairo a revolution broke

out among the soldiers, and some of the troops pursued tin

IJashaw to the citadel, whither he had retired for safety.

All the soldiers ran after him, but as to the rest of the people,

no one came out of their houses. AH the Franks in their

(jiiarter were alarmed, and prepared for defence, in case the

gates should be attacked. Mr. JJelzoni proceeded to the

house of Mr. Baghos, in the same quarter, as he had business

with him. He had not gone far, when he met a body of

arnied soldiers running towards the centre of the town.

\dvancing further, he heard several muskets discharged in

a street near, and many others at some distance: indeed

there was a continual firing kept up. On approaching the

Esbakie, he saw several soldiers running towards the serag-

lio, and others hastening towards him. When they came up

one seized the bridle of his donkey, while another took him

by the collar, and the rest were busied in rilling his pockets,

He. bad fortunately but a few dollars in his posicssion.

4 A -i
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For sovcral days tlioy kr|)t close in the house: durin;^ tJiu

time, tlio soldiers pliiiiilt'nid the shops ui Cairo, and tli«

liashaw sent the Syrian horse a<;ainst them, now known

under the appellation of Tartoor. These were the only

troops faithful to him ; but heitii^ mounted, they could not

follow the Albanians, who were jiosled in ploughed fields

bilween Cairo and Boolak. One day the cavalry advanced

and the Albanians retired towards lioolak. The house in

which Mr. llel/oni resided wiis so situated, that from tho

upper part of it ho could set; the llrini:: of the troops on one

side, and on the dlher the confusion of the people, who had

taken to the boats, which wert! soon crowded with them,

and in the hurry many of thcni went adrift. There was u

universal cry among the |)eople, and the troops advanced to

tho very entrance of the town; but, fortunately, they were

prevented from comini^ iu by the cavalry, who, by making

a circuit, had taken post on the road. The confusion con-

tinued in this manner for several days: at last, after having

jtlundered and ravaged Cairo at their pleasure, the troops

retired to their camps, and in a few days more matters were

arranged again. The discontented troops were all sent to

fncampmcnts iu various stations, at a distance from Cairo,

and part towards Mecca; but the European exercise, to in-

troduce which was said to have been the cause of tho revolt

of tho troops, was wholly abandoned, and consigned to ob-

uvion. Turks are averse to controul of any sort, and parti-

cularly to what is not the result of Mahommedan customs.

One of the buflbons of the IJashaw took it into his head

one day, for a frolic, to shave his beard ; which is no trifle

among the Turks, for some of them would sooner have their

head cut off than beard; ho borrowed some Frank's clothes

of the Bashaw's apothecary, who was from Europe, and,

after dressing himself in European costume, presented him-

self as an European, who could not speak a single word

cither of Turkish or Arabic, which is often the case. JJeing

in the dark, the liushaw took hiin for what he represented
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himself fo be, and sent imnicdijiUly for tlic intorjjretcr, wlio

put some queslions lo him in Italian, which he did not

answer; he was then qucistioned in Trench, but no reply;

and next in the German and Spanish languages, and still he

was silent; ut last, when he saw that they wrre all deceived,

llic liashuw not excepted, he hurst out in plain Turkish, the

only language he was accpiainted with, and his well known

\()ice told thorn who ho was; lor such was the char^" 'if his

|nrson, particularly by the cutting oil" his beard, that > t-r-

wi.M! they could scarcely have recognised him. Tlu Bi;siiaw

was delighted with the fellow; and, to keep u^ the frolic,

giivc him an order on the tro.isury for an enoimuus sum of

1.1 ./( y, and sent him to the Katiabay, to present himst !f as

a I'Vank, to receive it. 'I'la; Kaciabay started at tin inmicii-

sity of the sum, as it was nearly all ihat the treasurv could

furnish; but upon questioning this new European, it was

soon discovered who he was. In this attire he went home

to his women, who actually thrust him out of tlic door; and

such was tho disgrace of cutting off his beard, that even his

fellow buifoons would not eat with him till it was grown

again.

Having heard of electricity, the liaslmw sent to Fnglaiid

for two electric machines, one with u piate, the other

with a cylinder. The former was broken by the way, the

latter was dismounted. Tho physician of the Baslmw, an

Arniinian, did not know, though it was so easy a matter, how

to set it up. Mr. Belzoni happening to bo at the garden

one evening, wiieu they were attempting it, and could not

succeed, he was requested to put the several pieces toge-

ther, and having done so, ho made one of the soldiers mount

on the insulating stool, charged the machine, and gave the

Turk a good shock ; who, expecting no such thing, uttered

a loud cry, and jumped olf much terriiied. The Bashaw

laughed at tho man's jumping oft", supposing his fright to he

a trick, and not the eft'ect of the machine; and when told

tiiat it was ucluully occasioned by the machine, he attiruifal
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positively that it could not be, for the soldier was at such a

distance, that it vas impossible the small chain he held in

his hand could have such power. Mr. Belzoni then desired

the interpreter to inrorm his highness, that if he would mount

the stool himself, he would bo convinced of the fact. He
hesitated for a while whether to believe it or not; however

he mounted the stool, the chain was put into his hand, and

he received a pretty smart shock. He jumped oil", like the

soldier, on feeling the efl'ect of the electricity; but imme-

diately threw liimself on the sofa in a fit of laughter, not

being able to conceive how the machine could have such

power on the human body.

During Mr. Belzoni's stay at Soubra, a circumstance

occurred, which shewed plainly the country he was in, and

the people he had to deal witli. Some partLRulur business

calling him to Cairo, he was on his ass in one of the narrow

streets, where he met a loaded camel. The space that re-

mained between the camel and the wall was so little, that ho

could scarcely pass; and at that moment he was met by a

]}inbashi, a subaltern olJicer, at the head of his men. For

the instant he was the only obsta. le that prevented his pro-

ceeding on the road, and he could neither retreat nor turn

round, to give him room to pass. The soldier seeing it was

a Frank who stopped his way, gave him a violent blow on

his stomach. Not being accustomed to put up with such

salutations, Mr. lielzoni returned the compliment with his

whip across the shoulders of the Binbashi; upon which he in-

stantly took his pistol out of his belt, and fired at the head

•f Mr. Belzoni, singed his hair near the right ear, and killed

n soldier who at this time had come behind him. Finding

that he had missed his aim, ho took out a second pistol, but

Lis own soldiers assailed and disarmed him.

A great noise arose in the street, and as it happened to be

near the seraglio in the Esbakic, some of the guards ran up,

but on seeing what the ni.ifU r was, they interfered and

itoi)pcd the Binbash'. Mr. Belzoni mounted his charijer,
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nnd rode off to Mr. Baghos, and told him what Lad happened;

they repaired immediately to the citadel, saw the Bashaw,

nnd related the circumstance to him. He was much con-

cerned, and wished to know where the soldier was, but ob-

served, that it was too late tliat evening to have him taken

up, however, he was apprehended the next day. This muj

a lesson to Mr. Belzoni, who took good care in future, not

to give the least opportunity of the kind to men of that de-

scription, who can murder an European with as much in-

dilTerence as they would kill an insect.

A charming young lady, about sixteen years of age, daugh-

ter of the Chevalier Booty, consul-general of Sweden, went

out of her house, in company with her mother, sister, and

some other ladies, to go to a bath. They formed a caval-

cade on asses, as is the custom of the country, and had not

proceeded far from their door when they met a soldier, (a

monster it should seem) who took a pistol from his belt, and

with the greatest coolness, fired and killed the young ladj.

She was one of the most amiable creatures, both in manners

and person, that ever lived; and was most deservedly la-

nuMited by every one who knew her. To the honour of

Mahommed All, the monster was taken and executed, but

what satisfaction could this be to her afllicted parents.

The Arabs of Soubra exhibit as much festivity, when a

marriage of consequence takes place, as those of any of the

villages in Egypt. Early in the morning of the grand holi-

day, a high pole is planted in the centre of the place, with a

bsnincr belonging to tlin village. A larr'' assembly of people

gather under it, and preparations are made for an illumina-

tion with glass lamps, &c. The Arabs from other villages

' ome to the feast in procession, beating their tambourines,

and waving their flags. At some <listance from the polo

they halt, and do not advance till a deputation is sent to

invite them to the feast. The elders of the village seat

themselves around and under (he pole, and the strangers at

a little distance. One of the villagers near the polo begins
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to siii^, uieanwliile the rest divide thcmselrcs intu two

parties, forming two circles, one witliin tlie other, round the

pole and facing each other. By each man putting his arms

over his neighbour's shoulders, each circle forms a continuous

chain. The outer circle stand still, while the people of the

inner circle keep dancing and Lowing in an orderly manner

to those in the outer. Thus they continue for three hours.

Some of the Hadgees, who are desirous of exhibiting their

j)owers in ceremonial devotion, go on for two hours, bending

their bodies nearly to the ground, and raising them up again

with such quickness, that it would be impossible for any one

who is not accustomed to it, to undergo such exertion u

quarter of an hour. All the women are at a distiince oy

themsolves, and among theui is the bride. Wlien the danc-

ing and singing is ended, they all sit down in large circles,

and a great quantity of boiled rice is brought to them in largo

wooden bowls, besides a number of dishes of melokie and

bamies, (plants eaten in common by the Arabs as greens),

and three or four large sheep roasted, which are immediately

torn to pieces and devoured. Tor (lie drinking department

they have a number of boys, who are fully employed in

fetching water in large bardacks from the Nile. At night,

the pole and all the place around it is iliun>iiiated; the

people seat themselves in an orderly manner, in the form of

an amphitheatre, the women forming a part of the circle,

separate from the men. A band of tambourines and pipes

is continually playing, and the entertainment begins with

dancing, by two well-known and distinguished pcrlbrmers.

When the dancing is at an end, a sort of play is performed,

the intent of which is to exhibit life and manners, as in the

European theatres. The subject represented an Iladgee,

who wants to go to Mecca, and applies to a camel-driver to

procure a camel for him; the driver imposes on him, by not

letting him see the seller of the camel, and jjutting a higher

price on it than is really asked, giving so much less to tho

seller tkuu ho received from the purchaser. A. camel ij

«itli

crane

and d
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at length seemingly protliiceil, vliich consists of two men

fovered overwitlia cloth and apparently in waitinfj to set out

for Mecca. The Hadgee mounts and attempts to ride, but

finds the camel so bad a beast that he requires his money to

be returned. An altercation then arises between the driver

and the buyer, durin«^ which the real owner of the camel

appears, and on examination finds that the driver haa substi-

tuted a camel of inferior value, and was thus defrauding the

buyer and seller. Upon this the driver is severely beaten and

in conclusion runs away. The whole audience appeared well

plfased with the performance.

This was followed by another performance, describing a

European on his travels. Arriving at the house of a poor

Arab, he wished to obtain refreshment. The former made

nil ostentatious parade of his wealth by ordering iiis wife to

kill a sheep, and this command siie seems to obey, but quickly

returns with an account that the flock had strayed to a great

distance and could not be found. Upon tiiis information he

(liiccts several fowls to be killed ; but she returns and states

tliat she cannot catch them. She is then sent to procure a

supply of pigeons, but every pigeon is absent from their roost.

At length, as their only remaining resource, the traveller is

provided witli a meal of sour milk and bread, which con-

cludes the entertainment.

Mr. Bankes, ju'i. arrived soon after this period, as did

also the cclehiuted traveller Burckliardt, and Mr. Salt the

Ihitish consul. During an interval ofa few weeks, in which

Mr. Ijunkes proceeded to Mount Sinai and visited other in-

tcrosliiig places, Mr. Belzoni had finis'jed his water machine,

and every preparation being made, on a stated day the Ba-

shaw arrived from Alexandria and attended the exhibition of

llie povcre - '*
:'.,e machine, accompanied by several persons

w': , were considered to possess n considerable acquaintance

with hydraulics. The principle of Uie machine was that of a

crane having a large tread wheel, in which an ox was to walk

nnd draw up more water than four oxen could accomplish on

P. V. S>4. 4 B
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the plans at that time adopted in tlio country. The macliiitc

htiing put in motion, drew six times tiie quantity of water

wiiich their own machines produced ; hut a considerahle deal

oi'envy and prejudice was niaiiilested hy the natives ai;iiinst

tiie improved method, and every impediment and ohjection

thrown in tiie way of its acconiplisliment. IMahomed Ali, (ho

Bashaw, couhl not but notice tlie prejudice entertained by

his people, and admitted tliat great improvement -ft as ed'cctcd,

for instead of six liundred oxen and drivers being necessary

to procure water, it was evident tliat one hundred of each

would be sufficient. A circumstance however took place

whicli put a stop to the further prosecution of these plans.

The Bashaw took it into his head to have the oxen taken

out of the wheel, in order to see, hy way of frolic, what ef-

fect the machine would have by putting fifteen men into it.

.limes, the Irish lad, entered with thorn : but no sooner had

the wheel turned once round, than they all jumped out,

leaving the lad alone in it. The wheel, overbalanced by the

weight of the water, turned back witli such velocity, that

the catch was unable to stop it. Tlu' lad was thrown out,

and in the fall broke one of his thighs. JMr. Belzoni stop|)e'l

the wheel before it did farther injury which might have been

fatal to him.

The Turks are .strong believers in tatalism, and this acci-

dent was considefvid by them as so bad an omen, that accom-

panied by the prejudices which were manifested, the Bashaw

was prevailed on to abandon the use of this machine, and to

continue the use of those already worked in that country.

Being thus defeatinl in the further jjursuit of the plan which

brought him to Egypt, and also deprived of that pecuniary

remuneration which ho expected, as he received not the

money which had been agreed by the Bashaw to pay him,

liii^ mind was led to the contemplation of other j)rojects, and

h.s felt particularly reluctant to leave a country abounding

with the grandest works of the ancients, and in the investiga-

tion of which he felt peculiar delight. His Hnaoces however

fee

UK
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were too circumscribed to afford liini tlie opportunity of pro-

it'i'ding toany diRtance, esperially as he was accompanied l)y

Mrs. Belzoni.

Having had several interviews with Mr. Burckhardt and

i\Ir. Salt while the machine was in propfress, durinjif which

their conversation often turned naturally on the antiquities by

V hich they were surrounded, the removal of the colossal bust

of Meninon to Great Britain had been started by Mr. Burck-

liardt as an object greatly to be desired. Being much dis-

posed to such pursuits, Mr. Belzoni often expressed before

tlicm with what satisfaction he shoidd like to undertake the

rt'inoval of that bust, and to further any efforts to send it to

tilt! British Museum. These conversations however ended

without producing any decisive measures, and upon a full

ron.sideration he at length resolved to trust to his own cd'orts,

iirid calculating that with economy he could make a voyage to

Assouan and back, he gave way to his entiiusiastic love of

antiquities, and which he Imd cultivated in early life yvhile

resident in Italy, he resolved to ascend the river Nile.

Having resolved as to his course, he communicated his

intentions to Mr Burckliardt ; and on applying to the British

Consul to request him to procure a firman, or protection

from the Bashaw, he manifested great satisfaction. Mr.

Burckliardt was present at the time of his ap|)lication to the

Consul, and they said that it was their wish to obtain the

colossal head, and to make a present of it to the British

IMuseum. They requested Mr. Belzoni to undertake the

removal of it, and he promised to use his endeavours to effect

it, saying that it would afford liiui great pleasure in removing

>i to that place.

In consequence of this interview the following plan of di-

rections for his coiuluct was given to him.

"Mr. Belzoni is requested tc prepare the necessary iniple-

uientsat Boolak, forthe piirpose of riiising the lieadof a statue

of the younger Memnon, aud carrying it down the Nile. He
"/ill proceed as speedily as circumstances will allow, to i'iout,

4 IJ 2
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there to ilelivcr his letters, ])rej)ixretl for thiit efl'ect, to fbra.

him Bashaw, or whoever may be left in the charge of the

government; and he will, at that place, consult with Doctor

Scotto on the subject of his further proceedings. He ^\ilI

take care to engage a proper boat for bringing down tlio

head, and will request Mr. Scotto to provide him with a sol-

dior to go up with him, for tlie purpose of engaging the Fel-

lahs to work whenever he may require their assistance, as

otherwise they are not likely to attend to Mr. Bel/oni's or-

ders; and he should on no account leave Siout MTfiiout an

interpreter.

" Having obtained the necessary permission to hire work-

men, &c., Mr. Belzoni will proceed direct to Thebes. He
will find the head referred to on the western side of the river,

opposite to Carnak, in the vicinity of a village called Gornou,

lying on the southern side of a ruined temple, called by the

natives Kossar el Dekaki. To the head is still attached a

portion of the shoulders, so that altogether it is of large di-

mensions, and will be recognized—by the circumstances of

its lying on its back with the face uppermost—by the face

being qiiite perfect, and very beautiful—by its having, on one

of its shoulders, a hole bored artificially, supposed to have

been made by the French for separating the fragment of the

body—and from its being a mixed blackish and reddish granite,

nnd covered with hieroglyphics on its shoulders. It must not

be mistaken for another, lying in that neighbourhood, wiiich

is much mutilated.

" Mr. Belzoni will spare no expense or trouble in getting

it as speedily conveyed to the 1 anks of the river as possible ;

and he will, if it be necessary, let it wait there till the riwt

shall have attained sufficient height, before Ije attempts to

get it into the boat. But, at the same time, he is re(|ucsted

not to attempt removing it, on any account, if he should

judge there would be any serious risk of either injuring tlie

head, of burying the face in the sand, or of losing it in tliu

Nile. If, onnrri\ing at the ground, he should perceive
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that his meaus are inadequate, or that the difficulties of the

uridertaliing, from the nature of tlie ground, or other causes,

are likely to prove insurmountable, he yIII, at once, relin-

quish the enterprise, and not enter into farther expense on

that account.

" Mr. Belzoni will have the goodness to keep a separate

account of the expenses incurred in this undertaking, which,

as well as his other expenses, will glat'.iy be reimbursed ; as,

from the knowledge of Mr. Beizoni's ciiaracter, it is confi-

dently believed they will be as reasonable as circumstances

will allow.

" The boat meant to carry the head should be hired for a

sufficient time to allow of its being carried directly down to

Alexandria ; but, on the way, Mr. Belzoni will not fail to

stop at Boolak for further instructions.

" If Mr. Belzoni should ascertain the certainty of his being

able to accomplish his purpose, he is requested immediately

to dispatch an express with the gratifying intelligence to

Cairo. " Ilr.NRY Salt."

Mr. Salt requested that Mr. Belzoni should not confine his

efTorts to the obtaining the bust of Memnon ; but desired lie

would purchase any otiier productions of antiquity which he

might see eligible, and furnished him with money to enable

him to accomplish it.

All things being now ready, on the 30th of June IMC, he

quitted his residence at Boolak in the suburbs of Cairo ac-

companied by his wife, and the Irish lad ; he also took with

him an interpreter who had formerly been in the French

iTiny. On the 5th of July they arrived at Manfalut, where

he met Ibrahim, Bashaw of Upper Egypt, the son of Maho-

met AH, on his way to Cairo. The Bashaw was accompanied

hy Mr. Drouetti, formerly consul of the Frencii government.

He gave Mr. Belzoni to understand that the Arabs resident

Ht Tiiebes, whither he was now proceeding, were too idle

a people to be prevailed on to assist in raising the bust cf

Mcnmon. The Bashuw made ]\Ir. Belzoni a present of the
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granite cover of a sarcopliagus which the Arabs had disco-

vored in one of the tombs; and said that his people Imdbeen

employed in ciKleavoiiiinjj to get tiie sarcophagus out but

witiiout success, and told Mr. Belzoni lie was welcome to

procure it for himself. Having thanked the Uaslmw, Mr.

Belzoni proceeded on his journey.

On the Gtii, in the afternoon, he arrived at Siout. The

Defterdar Bey was not there, but was expected in two

or tliree days. Mr. Belzoni waited upon Mr. Scotto, the

physician of Ibrahim Basliaw, to whom he was referred for

information respecting boats, carpenters, &c. Upon intro-

ducing the matter to Mr. Scotto, he made many difliculties:

first, about obtaining? permission to have the necessary work-

men ; then there were no boats to be had ; and next, the

bust was a mass of stone not worth the carriage : at last, he

plainly recommended him not to meddle in the business, as

he would meet with many disagreeable things, and have

many serious obstacles to encounter. On the Gth day the Bey

arrived. He received Mr. Belzoni very politely, who pre-

sented a letter to him which ]\[r. Salt had received from Ma-

homet Ali himself, and he then furnished him with orders to

the Casheffof the province of Erments, to whom the Fellahs

ofTliebes are subjoct.

Siout is the capital of Sr's, or Upper Egypt. There is a

constant commerce kept lip by the caravans from Darfoor.

Negroes, feathers, elephants' teeth, and gum, are the prin-

cipal articles that are brought to market. The viceroy of

Upper Egypt is always the first to select what he pleases from

the caravan ; for which he fixes his own price, and pays what

he likes. The rest is for the merchants, who dare not buy

any thing till the viceroy has made his choice. This place is

celebrated for the milking of eunuchs. As soon as the ope-

ration is performed, the boys are buried in the ground, all

but the head and shouldcis; and many, who are not of strong

coiistitMtious, die with the excruciating pain. 1 1 is calculated,
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Hint the operntion, during; its performarue or afterwards,

proves fatal to two out of tliree.

Tli(! tyrannical power exercised by those in nulhorify may

be iniap^ined from the followinj^ circumstance. A mau-was

brought before tlie Basliaw charged with a particular crinio

Having put two or three que.'tions as to the circumstances

of the case, he smt him to an inferior judge called a Cadi,

and with little previous ceremony he was condemned to bo

tied to the mouth of a cannon, which blew the body into a

thousand pieces. On another occasion a soldier had con-

ducted himself in a violent manner towards two Arabs, by

whom in the contest he was afterwards killed. The Arabs

were seized and fastened to a pole and roasted to death before

a fire. Actions so revolting to human nature cannot but

excite sentiments of commiseration in the minds of everj'

Christian, living under the regulated and defined principles

of a government conducted as in this happy land; and must

lead every one who properly rodects, not to murmur at w hat

he may suppose to be erroneous and wrong in his own na-

tion, but to admire the tendency of the whole system of the

British government to deal faithfully, equitably and merci-

fully towards every subject, whatever their rank may be.

On the 15th Mr. Belzoni visited a convent of religious at

Acmin. Some of the fathers accompanied him on a visit to

the Cashed' or governor of the place, who being given to un-

derstand that Mr. Belzoni was in search of antiquities, said

that there were many in the neighbourhood, but that no

one could obtain them because they were under the

controul of a spirit whose enchantments it would be danger-

ous to meddle with. Mr. Belzoni in reply requested to havt

the situation pointed out, and said that he felt himself su-

perior to the power of any magical opposition. The CasliefT

however said, that ifany one were to point out their situation,

the spirit would certainly inflict some punishment upon them.

The Casheir further informed him that at the distance of a

few miles from Acmiu there was a ruck, iu which was for*
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in«rly a sold ring of considerable size; that various Httein|)tii

had been made to get it out, and cannon balls liad been fired

against it to break that part of the rock without producing

any effect ; but tliat a person who was witnessing the attempt,

threw part of a cucumber which he was eating at the ring,

and it immediately fell out. The belief of such an absurdity

must shew in what a state of ignorance and fanaticism the

people of this country live, when even the governor was tlms

blinded and prejudiced.

On the 19th, Mr. Belzoni .irrived at the ruins of the temple

of Tentyra, situated aI)out two miles from the river Nile.

The grandeur of the scene was impressive and flUed the be-

holder with astonishment. The structure was in a state of

great preservation, and the harmonious proportion of the

various parts excited tiie most delightful feelings, and was

altogether a niagniliccnt display of the talents and powers

of tne .ancients. It is supposed to have been erected In the

time of ihe first Ptolomy, the founder of the great Alexan-

drian libiary, so well known as one of the wonders of the

age. Denon, who accompanied Buonaparte and the French

army into Egypt, considered this spot as the sanctuary of

the sciences and of the arts.

The front is adorned with a beautiful cornice, and a frieze

covered with figures and hieroglyphics, over the centre of

which a winged globe is predominant, and the two sides are

embellished with compartments of sacrifices and offerings.

Tiie columns tliat form the portico are twent)'-four in number,

divided into four rows, including those in the front. On en-

tering the gate the quadrangidar form of the capitals strikes

the eye. At each side of the square there is a colossal head

of the goddess Isis with cows' ears. These heads are much

mutilated, particularly those on the columns in the front of

the temple facing the outside ; but notwithstanding the disad-

vantage, and the flatness of their form, there is n simplicity

in their countenance approaching to a smile. The shafts of

the columns are covered with hieroglyphics and fij^ures which
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are in basso relievo, as urc all tlie figures in the front und

lateral walls. The front of tlie door-way, which is ia a stritisht

line with the entrance and tho sanctuary, is richly adortiod

with figures of smaller size than the rest of the portico. 'I'he

ceilin;!; contains the zodiac, inclosed by two lonjjf female

fiffures, which extend from one side to the other of it. 'l"he

walls are divided into several square compartments, each

containing figures representing deities, and priests in the act

of offering or immolating victims. On all the walls, columns,

ceiling, or architraves, there is no where a space of two feet

that is not covered with figures of human beings, animals,

plants, emblems of agriculture, or of religious ceremony.

The inner apartments are much the same as the portico, all

covered with figures in basso relievo, to which the light enters

through small holes in the walls : the sanctuary itself is quite

dark. In the corner of it is the door, which leads to the roof

by a staircase, the walls of which are covered with figures in

basso relievo. Ou the top of the temple the Arabs had built

a village, but it is all in ruins, as no one now lives there.

Mr. Belzoni descended into some apartments on the east side

of tiie temple, and saw the famous zodiac on the ceiling. On
(he left, there is a small temple surrounded by columns. In

ilie inside is a figure of Isis sitting with Orus in her lap, and

other female figures, each with a child in her arms. The

capitals of the columns are adorned with the figure of Typhon.

The gallery or portico, that surrounds the temple, is filled

up with rubbish to a great height, and walls of unburn! bricks

have been raised from one column to another. Farther on,

in a right line with the propylffion, are the remains of an

hypaethral temple, which form a square of twelve columns,

connected with each other by a wall, except at the door-way,

which fronts the propylaeon. The eastern wall of the great

temple is richly adorned with figures in intaglio relevato : they

are perfectly finished : the female figures are about four feet

high, disposed in different compartments. Behind the tem-

ple is a small Egyptian building, quite detached from the

P. V. 24. 4 C
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larj^H edifu'c, and from its cunstruction uppcared to have been

the hal>ituti(tn of the priests. At soino distance from the

g;reat teni))!)! are the foundations of another not so large ai

the first,

Havin;; continued the examination of these superb ruins

as long as time wouhl pcrmil, tlic party returned to tlie Nile.

Here a considerai)!)' number of persons assembled and sur-

rounded the intirpreter, a report having become current that

lie was a native of the place ; and they manifested u deter-

mination not to permit him to be taken from them. It ap-

peared that at the lime the French army lay here, a youtii

delonging to this )>lace accompanied them ; and the inter-

preter having in the course of his conversations with the

inhabitants stated that he had been in the French army, they

immediately concluded that this must be the same person.

Although he himself assured them to the contrary they could

not be persuaded of their error, .^md declared that their coun-

tryman shouh' not be taken from them, for that he Imd

passed already too muili of his time among the Christian

dogs, an appellation which they aHix to persons of the Chris-

tian religion. The mother of the boy who had joined the

JVeiich army was fortunately still a ive, although she resided

at the distance of several uiiles from them. However as no

other terms would pacify them, she was at length sent for,

and on her arrival together w ith another son, she very quickly

satisfied her neighbours that he was not her child, and he

was permitted to depart. During the time of this uncertainty

however, the iuterpretei was greatly caressed by the inha-

bitants, and liberally supplied with fruits, milk, bread and

other refreshments, so that he had no occasion to regret the

intimacy which they insisted had formerly subsisted between

them.

On the 22nd, they arrived at Luxor, and for the first time

saw the ruins of Thebes. Of the magnificence and splendor

of the buildings here presented to the eye of the beholder,

so modern buildings are capable of conveying a j'lat idea.
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Such is the (lifl'vreiico, not uiily in niu^intude, but in form,

proportion, and construction, that even the pencil can con-

vey but a faint idea of the wholr. It appeared like entering

a city of ffiants, who, after a lon^ conflict, were all destroyed,

leaving the ruins of their various temples as the only proot^

of their former existence. The lenipie of Luxor presents to

the traveller at once, one of the most s|)lendid ^''oiip'* of

Egyptian grandeur. The extensive propyla-on, with (hetuo

obelisks, and colossal statues in the front ; the tiiiok oroups

of enormous columns ; the variety of apartments and tlie

sanctuary it contains ; the beautiful ornaments «hi(h adorn

every part of the walls and columns; th(! battles on the pro-

pylffion, described by Mr. iramilton ; cause in the astonish <\

traveller an oblivion of all that he has seen before. On the

north side of Thebes tiie towering remains that jjroject a

great height above the wood of palm trees, will call his atten-

tion to such an assemblage of ruins of tem|)les, columns,

obelisks, colossi, sphynxes, portals and other astonisliing

objects, as will be at once beyond the possibility of

description. On the west side of the Nile, the temp'cs

ofGournou, Memnonium, and Medinel Aboo, attest the

extent of the great city on this side. The unrivalled colos-

nal figures in the plains of Thebes, the number of tonil)*

excavated in the rocks, those in the great valley of the

kings, with their paintings, sculptures, niiimmies, sanlio-

pliagi, figures, &c. are a I objects of the greatest admiral icn ;

and the traveller will be led to wonder how a nation, which

was once so great as to erect such stupendous edificrs. cou'd

so far fall into oblivion, that even their language and writing

are now totally unknown.

Having taken a view of the various other objects which

arrest (he attention of the traveller and man of taste, they

examined the colossal bust that was intended to be removed.

I'ourleen |)oles had been brought from Cairo to lay the bust

1)0, .ind part of them were formed into a kind of car. on

which it was to be placed. Being at this time far distant

i C 2
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frum the boat which had brought them up the Nile, they

took up their residence in a portion of the buildings with

which they were surrouuded. Mrs. Belzoni, who accom-

panied her husband, mauifested a disposition to conform to

the privations and indifferent accommodations which pre-

sented themselves, with as great a readiness as iier husband.

The time was now approaching when tlie Nile annually inun-

dates the country, and it would in that case have been impos-

sible to remove the bust this season ; and this induced Mr.

Belzoni to use every effort to quicken the conveyance of the

bust.

On the 24th of July, he went to the Cacheff of Erments

to obtain an order to the Caimakan of Gournou and Agalta

to procure eighty Arabs, to assist in the removal of the bust

of yomig Memnon. He received him with that politeness

which is peculiar to the Turks, even when they do not mean

in the slightest degree to comply with a person's wishes, and

which often deceives a traveller, who only en passant takes

coffee, smokes his pipe, and gees away. There are exceptions

among them, as there are among the Christians of Europe

;

but in general the protestations of friendship and partiaUtv

for a person, whom they never saw before, is so common

among them, that at last it becomes a matter of course ; and

no reliance is placed on it, exec pt by those who are unac-

quainted with the customs of the country.

He promised to do every thing in his power to get the Arab*

to work. Mr. Belzoni told him he relied on his word, and

gave liim to understand, that if lie behavea in a manner

conformably to the orders of the Bashaw, he would receive a

present accordingly.

All the promises made by the Cacheff were only so many

attempts to deceive. Several fellahs, or persons of the la-

bouring class, might have been procured, but they dared not

assist without permission from the Cacheff or some person

in authority, however desirous they ,night be of earning

money. After rcprnfod efforts ai<d solicitations, tho Cacheff
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dill, on ilm 37th, send a few men to aid him in his attempt.

Mr. Bel^uiii agreed to pay them thirty paras a day, whieb

sum was about the vahie of four-pence iialfpenny of British

money. This being considerably more than the wages

usually paid, many more fellahs entered upon the work.

The car which was built for the conveyance of the colossal

bust being now ready, the work began. Upon seeing it

move they all gave a loud shout, and said some spirit moved

it ; and noticing that Mr. Belzoni was making marks as they

supposed, he being at tiil.i time writing, they all concluded

that by some falismanic churm he had caused the head to

move, and did not believe it to be the effect of their own

olForts. By means of four leavers he raised the bust, so as

to leave a vacancy under it to introduce the car; and, after

il was slowly lodged on this, the car was rai.sed in the front,

with the bust on it, so as to get one of the rollers underneath.

The same operation being performed at the back, the colos-

sus was readily pulUul up. Men were stationed with levers

(rich side of the car, to assist occasionally, if the xolossus

should turn to either side. In this manner he kept it safe

from falling, and by this means removed it the distance of

several yards from its original place.

Mr. Biil/.oni now sent an Arab to Cairo with intelligence

that the bust had begun its journey towards Great Britain.

When the Arabs found that they received money for the

removal of what appeared to them only a stone, they

enter(uined the opinion that it was filled with gold in the

inside, and (hat a thing of such value ought not to be taken

away. The heat of the climate, the exposure to the sun,

and the efforts made by Mr. Belzoni himself, so overpowered

him, that he was obliged to take a day to rest and recover

his strength. They continued daily moving the head towards

the Nile, advancing sometimes one hundred yards and

sometimes two or three hundred yards each day, until the

the 5th of August, by which time fhcy were nearly advanced

over the lands, \\h\rh if inumlatcd by the overflowing of the
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river wonid have stupiied tluir progress for that seasoD

Aiititiipating a Mit'eessl'iil end to his elForts, Mr. Belzoni was

surprised to find, on the morinng of the sixth, that none of

the fellahs came to his assistance. The persons who had

been left during- the night to guard the head, informed him

that the Caimakan, or iiead ofIic(!r of the neighbourhood, had

forbidden the fellahs to work any longer for the Christian

dogs. Tne spot where the head lay being expected to be

under water in a very few days; and in this case, inde>

pendent of being obliged to wait till another season, tiio

liead would natural'y be sunk deep into the earth or mud.

Finding that the Caimakan was gone to Luxor, he set out

to find him, accompanied by a Janizary whom he kept in his

service. Having found him, the Cainiiikan treated him wiili

great insolence ; and hoping by long forbearance to concili-

ate him, i.Ir. Belzoni restrained his anger and shewed a

spirit of submission and conciliation which only increased

(he haughty demeano> of the Caimakan. Presuming on

Mr. Belzoni's forbearance, he attempted to put his hands on

him, M'hich he resisted. lie then became more violent, and

drew his sword. Having received a good lesson at Cairo

from another Albanian like himself, Mr. Belzoni gave him

no leisure to execute liis purpose, but instantly seized and

disarmed him, placed his hands on his stomach, and made

him sensible of his superiority, in point of strength, by keep-

ing him firm iii a corner of the room. The pistols and sword,

which he had thrown on the ground, were taken up by the

Janizary; and after giving the fellow a good shaking, Mr.

Belzoni took possession of them, and told him, that he

should send them to Cairo, tu show the Bashaw in what

manner his orders were respected. The Caimakan foliowe*!

Iiim towards the boat, and was no sooner out of the crowd

than he began to be quite humble, and talk of matters us if

nothing had happened, He then said, that the order he had

given to the fellahs not to work he had received from the

CachelV himsi'll', iiiid it lou'd not be e\pected, llial, being
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only a Ca mukaii, he louht disulio} liis fiiipcrior. It is in

this way only the true chaiacler of these people can be

known.

Mr. Belzoni then hastened to Ernients fo the Cacheff,

who liad many of his principal officers, anc' several Iladgees

and Santors at dinner with liim, it bein<^ the time of Rama-

dan. The custom of these Turkish travellers, at this season, is

to live at jifreat men's tables. There were about thirty. Tlu^

dinner was prepared in a field before the iiouse, as no room

within it could contain so many persons. An old cari)et,

"bout twenty feet long and three wide, was spread on the

ground. They were just going to begin their repast, (he

hour of dining being alwayj a little after sunset during the

festival of Ramadan, as they are then not allowed to eat till

the sun has wholly disappeared. The Cachefl' received him

very politely, and invited him to dine. Accordingly they

sat all round the carpet, on the ground. The Turkish

cookery does not always suit an European palate ; but there

are a few dishes, that are equally agreeable witli our own;

partiitdarly mutton roasted on a wooden pole, at a wood fire.

They have a particular way of cooking it, putting it on the

fire immediately after it is killed, and before it has lost its

iiiitiiral warmth; and in this way it has a particular flavour,

i|nite agreeable to the taste. The soldiers and Iladgees

tucked up their large sleeves, and with naked arms dipped

tlie fingers of their right hands into the various dishes. They

never employ the left hand in eating, nor do they eat much

out of one dish, but taste of all that are within their reach.

They always finish their dinner with pilau, and seldom drink

while eating. They wash immediately after, and pipes and

colfee being served all round, they begin to converse on their

usual topics, horses, arms, saddles, or dress.

At a proper opportunity he requested the Cache IT to giv«

an order for the fellahs to proceed with the operations the

«iev.t morning. lie answered with indifference, that they

must wofK in the fields for the Bashaw, and that he could
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nut spare one ; but tliut, if Mr. Belzoni would wait till the

next season, he raiglit have as many as he liked. Mr. Bel-

zoni told the Cacheff that he should immediately proceed to

Luxor to obtain some helpers, and then the Cacheff would

lose the merit of bs assistance. Among other things he ob-

served that he had sent to Cairo for a very handsome pair

of pistols which he intended to present to him. In an in-

stant the Cacheff declared tlw* he should have his request,

and directed a firman or order t^ be made out, and which he

insta.itly signed, and Mr. Belzoni took his leave.

Having given the firman to the sheik or officer, the fellahs

were soon ready to their work, and on the 8lh they had pro-

ceeded so far that no danger of delay would arise from the

overflowing of the Nile ; and on the 12th they arrived on the

banks of that river. Besides their promised payment he

gave the Arabs a bakshis, or present, of one piastre each,

equal to sixpence English, with which they were exceed-

ing y pleased. No labour hardly can be compared to their

exertions ; the hard task they had to drag such a weight,

the heavy poles they were obliged to carry to use as levers,

and the continual replacing the rollers, with the extreme

heat and dust, were more than any European could have

withstood: but what is still more remarkable, during all the

days of this exertion, it being Ramadan, they never ate or

drank till after sunset.

Mr. Belzoni now sent a courier to Cairo to inform th<^

English consul of his arrival on the banks of the Nile, and

re ,Uc3ting him to send a boat proper to convey the colossus

down, as none were then to be procured in Upper Egypt.

As it would be several days before the messenger returned,

Mr. Belzoni resolved to take the opportunity for an excur-

sion up the Nile. Hitherto he had always appointed two

persons at all times to remain with the bust; he now, how-

ever, surrounded it also with an embankment of earth for

greater security, and then sending his Irish lad to Cairo, and

discljargitg the carpenter, for whose service he had no

is aU

P.
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lonf^er any occasion, he set out accompanied by one Janizary

and viie interpreter. On the second day they arrived at

Esne, where he was introduced to Khalil Bey, a governor

of part of Upper Egypt. He was seated on a sofa made of

earth, which was covered with a fine carpet, and satin cu-

shions, and was surrounded by a number of his oflScers. A»

it might be possible that Mr. Belzoni would proceed into

Nubia, he obtained from Khalil Bey a letter to Ossejn

Cacheff, a prince in Nubia. Some conversation afterwards

took place on the difficulties he would have to surmount,

and persons he might probably meet with. He then took

coffee and smoked a few pipes ; after which he took his leave

and proceeded to the boat.

On the 20th they passed Elethias with a strong wind, and

arrived at Edfu. The temple here may be compared with

that of Tentyra iu point of preservation, and is superior in

magnitude. The propylseon is the largest and most perfect

of any in Egypt : it is covered on all sides with colossal

figures of intaglio relevato, and contains several apartments

in the interior, which receive light by square apertures in the

side. Here is one of those curious subjects of inquiry, which

have never yet been explained. The square holes, or win-

dows, viewed from the inside of the chambers, appear to have

been made for the purpose of giving light to these apartments,

or to hold some particular ornaments or emblems, placed in

them occasionally on festival days ; consequently, it might

he concluded that they were made at the same time with the

building ; yet, on the outside, those very windows come

incontact with the colossal figures which are sculptured on the

walls; and part of these appear as if cut off where the win-

dows have been made ; so that, from the appearance on the

outside, it is to be inferred that these apertures were formed

after the building was finished. The pronaos is very wide,

and is the only one to be seen in Egypt in such perfection,

though completely encumbered with ^.rabhuts. The portico

is also magniiiccnt; but, unfortunately, three-fourths of it in,

P. V. 24 4 D
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covered witl> rubbish. The Felliihs have built part of their

village on the top of it, as well as stables for cattle, 8tc.

The temple is surrounded by a high thick wall, which extends

from each side of the propylaeon, so as to inclose the whole

building. Not only the temple, but every part of the wall,

is covered with hieroglyphics and figures. On the side wall

of the pronaos is seen the figure of Harpocrates which is de-

scribed by Hamilton, seated on a full-blown lotus, with his

finger on his Hps, as in the minor temple at Tenlyra; and on

the west side of the wall is the figure of an unicorn. This is

one of the few figures of beasts to be observed in Egypt. The

dephautis to be seen only in the entrance to the temple of

Isis, in the island of Pliiloe ; the horse, as an hieroglyphic,

is on the northern exterior wall at Medinet Aboo ; and the

cameleopard is on the wall of (he sekos of the Memnonium,

and on the buclc of the temple at Erments. On looking at

an edifice of such magnitude, workmanship, and antiquity,

inhabited by a half savage people, whose huts are stuck against

ii, not unlike wasps' nests, and to contrast their filthy clothes

with these sacred images, that once were so highly venerated,

makes one strongly feel the difference between the ancient

and modern state of Egypt. The minor temple is but of

small dimensions. It had a portico in the front; nothing of

which is to be seen but fragments of columns buried in the

rubbish. Some say that this temple was dedicated to Apollo

;

but there is as much re^ison to suppose that it was dedicated

to Typhon, as that the temple at Tentyra was dedicated to

Isis. The square capitals on the columns at Teniyra are

adorned with heads of Isis ; and this is one of the principal

circumstances that indicate the deity to whom the temple

was dedicated. In the temple at Edfu the figure ofTyphon

is placed on the capitals in a similar manner; and though

there are representationsof the bonoficent deeds of nature on

the walls, these may have been placed there by way of con-

trii.st, to elucidate the power of the destroyinggod. Farther on

to the south is part of a building, which no doubt was a secoud
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prnpylivon, as it faces llie one now standing. Farther still

is u small temple, almost unnoticed by travellers, which has

an avenue of sphinxes leading in a right line towards the

great temple. The sphinxes, several of which our traveller

cleared from the surrounding sand, have a lion's body and

female head as large as life. There are vast heaps of ruins

all round these temples, and many relics of antiquity are

probably buried there.

Arriving near Assouan, which stands on a hill, they went

to see the ruins of a convent, where they observed many

grottos, which had served as chapels for the Christian wor-

ship. The convent was formed of several small arched

cells, separate from each other ; and commanded a very pleas-

ing view of the cataract, Assouan, and the lower ])art of the

Nile. One of the Arabian traditions relating to this place,

is worth notice :

There is in this spot, say the Arabs, great treasure, left by

an ancient king of the country, previous to his departure for

the upper part of the Nile, on a war with the Ethiopians. lie

was so avaricious, that he did not leave his family any thing

to live on; and he was in close friendship with the magician,

whom he appointed to guard his treasure till his return.

But no sooner was he gone, than his relations attempted to

take possession of the treasure : the magician resisted, was

killed in the defence of his charge, and changed to an

enormous serpent, which devoured all his assailants. The

king is not yet returned, but the serpent still keeps watch

over the treasure ; and once every night, at a particular po-

sition of the stars, he comes out of the caves, with a power-

ful light on his head, which blinds all that attempt to look at

it. He is of an enormous size; descends to the Nile,

where he drinks ; and then returns to his cave, to watch the

treasure till the king returns.

'IMic Aga paid the party a visit, attended by his whole train

of courtiers, in their rags and finery. They were all clad in

their gala attire, as this was their grand feast of the Ka-

4 D 2
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madan. The motley confused manner in which thi«« (jireat

divan was decorated was curious; one had a new tunic of

their brown cloth, and a ragged turban; another liad a

fine turban, and a ragged tunic ; a third without turban or

tunic, had a fine red woollen shawl round his body ; the Aga

himself was uncommonly dirty and showy, being dressed in

green and red, and without a shirt on his back. He came

on board with all his suite.

On the 28th, they passed several ruins on the bank of the

Nile. The Reis to whom the boat belonged, and the sailors,

went on shore at a village, leaving only Mr. and Mrs. Bel-

zoni and the interpreter in the boat. Soon after they were

gone, some of the inhabitants came towards the boat and

appeared to examine it with close attention. After this

they all retired. Soon, however, a party were observed

approaching armed with offensive weapons. Alarmed rather

by their appearance, Mr. and Mrs. Belzoni and the inter-

preter armed themselves with pistols and stood upon their

guard. The natives entered their boat, and mad e towards

Mr. Belzoni, who by signs desired them to keep at a dis-

tance, as they understood not their language. Disregarding

his motions they camo close, and he resisted the foremost

with one hand, while with the other he presented a pistol at

him, and gave him to understand that he would certainly fire

if he persisted in his attempt. This checked them for a time,

and the Reis and crew appearing in sight, thev thought

proper to withdraw.

On the 29th, landing at a place near which stood the

ruins of an ancient temple, (hey immediately entered it, but

on coming out they found themselves surrounded by a party

>f the natives armed with offensive weapons. They de-

manded to be paid for permission to come out; but Mr.

Belzoni replied that he would not suffer money to be taken

from himself by such conduct, but that he would make them

such presents as he thought proper if they did not oppose

him ; and instantly moving forward with a dct<'rmined st«p,



IN K3Y1'T AND NUBIA. 573

they gave way and let the party pass. The next morning

they proceeded to Gyrshe and entered a small temple, the

floors of which had mostly been dug up, probably in search

of treasure. The natives were rather rough in their manners,

but were easily satisfied with a piece of soap, a pipe of to-

bacco, and a few parsis. Here they bought some gargadan,

a grain about the size of a small shot, which the Nubians use

;is <oiree. It is a good substitute where no cofTee is to be

had, and is much cheaper. A little above this place is a

dangerous passiige of the Nile, a chain of rocks running

across the river, and making it very alarming, when the

waters are low ; but as they were now high, it was passed

V itiiout danger.

On the 1st of September they arrived at Korosko. The

Rois caught some cameleons. These creatures feed on rice,

or on flies. They bit off each others legs. They swim

faster than they can crawl. It was endeavoured to keep

them alive, but without success, On the 5th they arrived at

Deir, the principal town of Lower Nubia. The houses are

not more than ten feet high, and are built princi|ially of

earth intermixed occasionally with stones. Mr. Belzoni

waited on Hassan CachefT, the governor of the place, who

desired to know his business. He replied, that their party

were desirous o^ examining the antiquities of the country.

Tliis the Cacheff said would not be practicable, as at this

time they were at war with the people who occupied the

territories higher up the country. He made inquiry if any

presents were intended to be made to him, and being given

to understand that the party had but little, but that they

would spare him part of their store of coflie, soap and to-

bacco, and he appeared satisfied. He also gave the CachefTa

large looking glass with which he appeared to be highly

pleased. There were several of his people who had not seen

a looking-glass before, and it astonished them greatly. The

Cacheff was never tired of admiring his bear like face ; and

all his attendants behind him strove to get a peep at their
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own chocolate beauty, laughing, ajid much pleased with it.

The Cacheffgave it, not without fear, to one of them, with a

strict charge to be careful not to break it.

The Esquimaux are said to be very filthy in their food

but these people y\cte not unlike them in that respect. I

they killed a sheep, the intrails were opened, and pieces were

dipped into the water and eaten raw. The head and feet

with the skin on, wool, hoofs, and all, were put into a pot

to be half-boiled, when they drank the broth, and devoured

tiie rest.

On reaching Faraa, they went to see the temples of

Ybsambul. Crossing the Nile exactly opposite, they bad an

opportunity of examining and having full views of them at a

di tance. In the front of the minor temple are six colossal

figures, which make a better appearance at a distance than

when near. They are thirty feet high, and are hewn out of

the rock ; as is also the large temple, w hich has one figure of

an enormous size, with the head and shoulders only pro-

jecting out of the sand. The sand from the north side,

accumulated by the wind on the rock above the temple, and

w' ich had gradually descended towards its front, choked the

entrance, and buried two thirds of it, so that the hope of

opening its entrance vanished ; for the amazing accumulation

of sand was such, that it appeared an impossibility ever to

reach the door.

The Cacheff exercises the most tyrannical nuthority. He
seizes on the property of any person at his pleasure, and the

life of his people is subject entirely to him. The son of the

Cacheff, who exercised authority here at this time, desired

to know what gave occasion to the visit of Mr. Belzoni and

his people. To this t was replied, that Mr. Belzoni had a

letter to his father from his uncle and that he came into the

country in search of ancient stones. He laughed, and said

that a few months before he had seen another man, who

came in search of treasure, and took away a great deal of

gold in his boat ; and that he supposed tliev came for the
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Riimt! piirposo, for what could they want with stone, if it were

not that he was able to procure gold for thorn.

Mr. Belzoni proposed to have the place opened, and on

a promise, that, if he succeeded, the GachcfF should receive

ii biiksiiis, he consented on his own part; but still he said his

fathor remained to be persuaded,, and then people to be pro-

iMirod, who would work at such a |)lace without fearin;^^ harm

from the devil. Mr. Belzoni told him, that those who worked

would gain money. " What money do you mean '." said he,

" money from Mahomet Ali, Bashaw of Cairo? Wiiat can

we do with it? we cannot buy any tlking here, or at Don-

pola." It appeared that they had little notion of commerce,

and that what produce they carry to Cairo, Siout, or Esim,

they exchange for other articles, which they send to the

southern country of Nubia, and never receive any money

for it.

Mr. Belzoni produced a piastre, and showed it to some of

the people: one of them took the piastre, and after lookinj

at it for some time, asked who would give any thing for

that small piece of metiil. " Any one," said Mr. Belzoni,

" will give a measure of dhourra for it, quite enough for a

man to eat in three days." " That may be so in your

country," replied he ;
" but here, no one will give six grains

of dhourra for so small a bit of iron." Mr. Belzoni told

him, if he went on board his boat, and presented it to any

one there, he would get for it dhourra enough to sullice him

for the time mentioned. Off he ran like a deer, and in a

few minutes returned with the dhourra folded in a rag

fastened to his waist.

Being very desirous to see the cataracts, Mr. and Mrs.

JJelzoni, with the Janizary and interpreter, proceeded as

tar as the day would permit, so as to return in proper time

to the boat at night. They had many views of the cataract,

and in different directions. It is a flat country, except a

few rocks that project here and there, particularly at the

river's side, but they are of small dimensions. Towards
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Ihe desert they saw several wild antelopes, which kept at a

great distance. As the Nile was high, the current had not

so great a fall as when it is low; but the catanict is not

navigable at any time of the year. The rock forming this

cataract differs from that of the first, for here is no granite,

but a kind of black marble quite as hard.

Early in the morning of tho 14th, they took on boarJ

two men of the island, to pilot them towards tho cataract as

far as the boat could go, and then to show the way to pro-

ceed. Several of the women came to see Mrs. Bclzoni,

who made then presents of glass bead-necklaces, with

which they were wonderfully pleased ; though, as it is their

custom to fake all, and give nothing, they did not even

return thanks for what they received ; but took their pre-

sents, laughed, and ran away immediately.

The CachelT's house was adorned with an old mat spread

on the ground as usual, a water jar, and a chain with two

hooks made in a particular manner. This was that sumo

Osseyn, who was one of the two brothers that caused Mr.

Burckhardt to return from Tinareh. He was about sixty-

eight years of age, five feet eleven inches high, stout and

robust, and able to support the charge he was born to hold.

He was surrounded by thirty men, all armed, some with

matchlock guns and long swords, and some with spears and

shields instead of guns. Ho was clothed in a long tunic.

down to his feet, made of white woollen cloth, with a belt

round his waist, to which his sword, flint, and stee! vera

attichbd. Over his shoulder he had a long shawl, made of

the same stuff as the tunic, thrown partly over his head, so

as to cover it from the sun. He had also a red turban, and

On his fe«t a pair of ragged shoes. Notwithstanding his

dress, there was an air of superiority about him, which dis-

tinguished him at once above all the rest. It is worthy of

observation, that even among barbarians great) respect is

paid to superiors ; and those very men, who would murder

•< fellow creature in a dilfurcncc about a few pipes of to-
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bai'tM), almost trcnililc at the )'r(j\Mi of a single and sonu--

limcs Imrmless old man. Ills intiuiries concerning Mr. IJei-

/oiii were very minnte. Mr. Uelzoni l)rou!;lit tlie afiair of

the (emple forward, wliicli did not a little surprise liini. lie

Siiid li(! knew the entrance into the temple very well; that

the round ball on the large liead was the; door of the great

Pere, as he named it, and if ninioved any one could immedi-

iitely enter. Tiiis round ball was no other t! n the globe on

the head of the hawk-ln'aded Osiris, which stood over the

door. \t first he stated the great difliculty, if notimpossilji-

lily of opening this place ; and at last, when Mr. Bel/.oui

had removed tlii'se obstacles, he received a promise, that if

Mr. Belzoni found in the temple any gold, he should have

half. To this Mr. Belzoni agreed, on condition that if he

found only stones, they should be all his own property.

The Cached" immediately assentjd, i'or he said he wanted no

stones.

Nextmorning they went to Ybsanibul. Having presented

to Daoud the letter from his father, he sent for the men « iio

were intended to work. These people were complete sa-

\ages, and entirely unacquainted with any kiiid of labour.

They had changed their minds since INIr. Uelzoni w as last there

;

and, though he had the authority of the Cached', they would

not work. All persuasion was of no av:iil ; first, because

they were not inclined to such labour; se(;on(lly, they did

not know the value of money, Sec. At last Mr. Belzoni pre-

tended to give up his ])roject, and go away. "NVIiin the Ca-

( lied' saw that he meant to go, and that he should lose many

a good present, he began to talk to them ; and at last, with

•nuchdinicully, reduced the jjayment to one half of what they

had demanded before. ()n Mr. Belzoni agreeing lo this,

they immediately insisted, that he should emj)Ioy as many iis

they chose. It was in vain that he stated, thirty were more

than suilicient for his purpose ; they would not hear of less

than an hundred. At last it was concluded, that he should

take forty men, who were to be at the bark before the sun

I' 4 E
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roHP next iiioiniiif^, as it was iieiily two miles fioiii tlu; vil-

liigt; to the (emj-le.

Rising early in tlie iiioniiiig in expcclatiuii of sct-iiig tlie

peoi>le whom he was to cmiiloy, Mr. Belzoni was surprised

that not one made his ni)i)earance. On going in searcii uf

them, some few at hist made their appearance. Tliey pre.

tended that they had seen a 13edovyeen, and feared that they

shonid he killed or taken captives. They now jiroceeded to

remove the sand and eartii which covered the front of the

temple, and expressed their expectation that nuieh gold, and

many jewels would be found in the place. Concluding that

such an opinion uould stimulate their eflbrts, Mr. Relzoni did

not in the least strive to alter their opinion. On the 19th

the CachelVbegan to start many objections, and to slate many

difliculties. He said the fellahs woukl not work, and that

they said it was useless for them to labour hard for a little

money. After listening to many oth^r trifling excuses, it was

suggested to Rlr. Uelzoni that a handsome present to the

Cached" would at once remove all the diHiculties. Being

from |i ist experience led to see that they never arc satislied

with wliatever they receive, but were always contriving to

obtain more than they agree for, if previo4isly paid, Mr. Bel-

zuni only assureil the interpreter, that the CachcfV, and him-

self (the interpreter,) should receive a good bakshis (present,)

if they would serve him. At length several fellalm agreed

to wotk, and on the '20th they began again to proceed, al-

though the exertions made were nut to much ell'ect. The

Cacheil', with his attendants, came to see how they were

proceeding, and said he intended dining with them. Mr.

Belzoni said he should be glad of his company, bit that he

had nothing except boiled rice, unless he would .'ider his

people to kill a sheep, which Mr. Belzoni said he would

gladly pay for. They coiisultetl about who could ailord to

part with a sheep, and n ccive piastres in payment, and at

last the order was given to un old man, who luul five, which

waH a greater number than any body else. \> hen the sheep

.
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was broun;lit, <lie dlflkulty was to fix I lie price of it. Being

tlie first ever suid for luuney in that phue, to put a liigh price

on it would liave increased tlie value of sheep in general, and

consequently would have been against the interest of the Ca-

clieff; for when he receives his revenue in these animals, he

sets them at a very low price, tiiat he may have the more

given him. To estimate it at a low price would be worse

for it woidd he against them all in the exchange of sheep for

(lliou Ta with the other villages. Finding it a dangerous point

to decide, it was at length resolved, that no price at .il'

bhould be put upon the sheep, but that the man should make

a present of it, and Mr. Belzoni should give any thing he

pleased in return. To prevent any standard being established

from what he gave the man, he p^id him in soap, tobacco,

and salt.

At dinner the sheep was brought in pieces in two wooden

bowls, and the Cachttrand his attendants seated themselves

in a circle on the sand near the temple. The extremities of

their filthy hands were soon washed in the liquor, and in a

few seconds the wh(;(e was devoured. Soon after dinner

cofTee was brought up from the boat, and Mr. Beluoni went

un board to take dinner with Mrs. C^Uani, who had boiled

rice and water for her fare, in preference to the chieftaiirs

mess of mutton. In a short time the CachelF approached,

and signified his wish (o speak to him in secret. The great

secret was this : on the night before, as In- stood on the bank

close to the boat, he saw him drinking a coH'ee t..p of red

liquor that he poured out of a bottle; and having in(|uired

"iiat it was, was told it wns nebet (wine). Now he had heard

that the wine of the ringlish was nnich better than what they

made in their own country with dates ; he wished, therefore,

to have some to drink also, but in a secret way. Air. licl-

/.iini had a few bottles left, which were preserved for extra-

ordinary occasions ; and he sent the inter|)reter down to the

boat to fetch one. When the wine was first poured out into

aoupand presented to the CachelV, he sternly looked at tha
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interpreter, aiuJ told liiin to drink fust. Tlio interprcttT,

wlio was a Copt, and had been in the French army for seve-

rr.l years, did not want much persuasion to make a libation

to Uacclius ; so with a smile he soon convinced the Cacheff'of

the purity of the contents of the bottle, and the Cacheffdici

not hesitate to ('rink the next cup. At tlie first taste it did

not appear to him so strong as he had suj)posed ; but at last

he found it so good, that in three days the scanty stock was

nearly finished.

Next morning (Slst), the people took i* ito >' heads

to come in such numbers, that Mr. Belzoni t> .Iti • j. employ

them all, as the work v.as dircc.o only to one poiut. There

was warm debating on the subject: hut, as he told them

he would not speinl one farthing more than he had promised

from the first, they agreed at last that the pay should be di-

vided amongst them all ; and thus, instead of forty men, lie

had eighty for the same price, which was less than sixpence

a day. The anxiety to see the inside of the temple, and to

plunder al! that it might contain, brought the chiefs now on

board very early in the morning. They soon gave Mr. Bel-

Koni to understand plainly, that all that was there was their

property ; and that the treasure should be for themselves.

Even the savages began to lay their account in the divisi'

of tliespoil. lie assured them that he expected to iiiu'

thing but stones, and wanted no treasure. They siH, v ,

sisfed, that, if he took away any stones, the treasure was n

them ; and, ifhe could make a > awing, or likeness oftheni,

be could extract the treasure from them also, w ithout their

perceiving it. Home proposed, that, if there were any fi-

gure discovered, it should be broken before it was carried

away.

In the courr>e of the evening, twi ' <i nen left the work,

and went down the Nile to the brat. Finding Mrs. Belaoni

on board, with only a little girl from the village, ti i ;» were

lather impertinent to her, and attempted to go en * '• d in

spite of all sheco<ild s;iy (o them, intending tomb lii-- i«<i;.t
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At last she pre^^nted a pistol at them, on which they imme-

diately retired, and ran up the hill. She followed, but they

mixed with a number of their fellow savages, and it was im-

possible to find them out ; for they were all like so many

lumps of chocolate seated on the sand at work, and not to

be distinguished the oae from the other. At night, on pay-

ing tlie men, the CachefFs brother said, the money must be

counted all in one heap, before it was divided among the peo-

ple. The interpreter, who was also treasurer, accordingly

counted the money on a piece of a ragged shawl, which he

had no sooner done, than t'^e CachefFs brother threw himself

on it, arid seized every piastre. Tiie men looked at each

olhci, but no one dared to say a word about it ; and he took

it all away with him.

Mr. Belzoni supposed that no one would come to work

next morning, but in this he was mistaken. It was evident

that this work would employ him longer than he could remain

in that country, as the period he had meant to dedica'e to

it was already elapsed. Mr. Belzoni also began to experience

the want of that very article which, a few days before, was

so despised and unknown ; and now he absolutely could not

proceed without it. It was money, which now hud shown

its usual power an'ong mankind, of exciting avarice and of

which those wild people soon became very fond. Mr. Bel-

zoni began to perceive it required a longer time to reach the

door than he could stay, and more money than he could

then afford. He had by this time removed so much sand,

as to uncover twenty feet in the front of the temple. The

colossal statues above the door wore completely exposed

;

and one of the great colossi sitiing before the temple, on the

north side, which was buried in tiie sand, appeared with his

face and shoulders like his companion on the south. Having ob-

tained a promise from the Cachell", tliat ho would not let any

touch the place till liis return, which would be in a few months,

ho contented hiniseir with putting a mark where the sand

WHS before ho conimenccd the operation; and after taking .1
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drawing of the exterior oftlio teinjilu, quitted it, with a firm

resolution of returnins^ to accomplisli its opening. After mak-

ing some trifling presents to the Cucheff, they set ofTthe same

evening. They descended the Nile rapidly, as the current

was very strong. Every soldier has here a servant, to take care

of his camel, horses, or asses, if he have any. Thus, when a

body of five thousand men marches against an enemy, there

are always at least six thousand |)eople more to encumber it

and eat up the provision : for not only every common sol-

dier has a man, but every officer has two or three ; and those

of the higher rank, as Beys, CachefTs, &c. have ten or more.

The next day, in the evening, tlioy arrived at Ibrim, and

early on tlie 24th at Dier.

On the 27tli, they came to the Shellal, or first cataract.

A soldier of Derow, who brouglit some letters, set off imme-

diately, and Mr. Helzoni never saw him afterwards. Tak-

ing particular notice of a small obelisk which was lying be-

fore the propylajon, and wiiich. if brought to England, might

serve as a monument in some particular place, or as an em-

bellishment to the metropolis, hesent for the Aga of Assouan,

andalleis who knew the channels in the Shellal, and in the

meantime took a general view of these superb ruins. When
the Aga and the Reis came, he made an agreement with

them to have the obelisk taken down the cataract ; but, for

•want of a boat, it could not be eflfected that season. The

obelisk is twenty-two feet long, by two wide at the base ; so that

it required a pretty large boat to convey it. Tt was agreed,

and perfectly understood, that Mr. Helzoni took possession

of this obelisk in the name of his Britannic Majesty's consul-

general of Cairo ; and he gave four dollars to the Aga, fr

pay for a giiard for it till his return.

The blocks of stone, which formed the compartment of

fourteen feet long and twelve wide, were twelve in number.

When they were put together on the ground, they were a

beautiful group, coasisting of the groat god Osiris seated on

\\'it «hair, with an altar Ixioro him, receivinr, (iHbrings from
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priests and female figures ; the whole surrounded by flowers

und hieroglyphics. Tiie blocks were three feet six inches

iong^, and three feet wide : but as tiiey were two feet three

inches thick, they were too bulky to be embarked whole.

As they could be easily cut, being- a calcareous gritstone, he

made an agreement for one hundred piastres, to have them

cut to six inches thickness. lie left the money in the hands

uf the Aga ; and it was understood, that these stones were to

be embarked by the first opportunity of a boat, and sent

down to Luxor.

On Mr. Belzoni's return to Assouan, no boat had arrived,

and he became impatient, as he wished to reach Thebes. An
Arab came to the Aga, and whispered in his ear, as if he had

something of great importance to communicate. The Aga
rose, though his dinner was not finished, and went away with

tlio air of a man of great business. Half an hour after he re-

lumed, accompanied by two other persons of distinction, and

llie Arab who came before. They all seated themselves

round Mr. Belzoni, and after introducing the aflfair with a de-

gree of caution, he was asked whether he wished to

purchase a large piece of diamond. He :iai(l, that if the ar-

ticle were good, he would purchase it, if they could agree
;

liiit it was necessary that he should see it. The Aga said

llie piece had been found bv one of the nativ es of that j)lace ;

imd as he was not in want of money, it had been preserved

ill the family for many years. The original proprietor being

now dead, his successors wished to dispose of it. Mr. Bel-

zoni requested to see it ; so retiring some distance out of the

way of the people, the man with great solemnity took a small

wooden box from a pocket in his leathern bolt. In this was

a paper, which he unfolded; after that, two or three ethers,

till at last he opened his sanctum sanctorum. Mr. Belzoni

took its contents in his hands with no small expectation but

saw it was only part of the stopj)lo of a connnon glass cruet

of the size of a ha/,el-nut, with two or tlu' little gilt Jlowers

un it. Observing by his motions thi> disappointment strongly



581 BUI-ZONI'S TRAVIIKS

initrked in liis countenance, it destroyed tlieir great expecta-

tions of wealth from this invaluable jewel. When he told

them, that it was only a piece of glass, the words affected

their minds like the unhappy tidings ofsome great misfortune

and they walked off in solemn silence.

The deception of these people is extreme. A traveller

passing by a village stops his bark for an hour or two : what

good people he finds ! Some bring him a small basket of

dates, others a few eggs, another some bread and milk ; with

which he is so pleased, that he immediately gives them five

or perhaps ten times more than the worth of what he re-

ceives, without being aware, that it is through such an ex-

pectation they bring him these things ; and exclaims, that in

Europe they do not treat a stranger so civilly. But let iiim

take the smallest of these presents without giving any thing

in return, or even no more than the worth, they will not

fail to murmur at him. If he give only double the price, they

have the art of returning the money with scorn and contempt,

in order to shame him to give more : and if he take the money

returned, or give them nothing from the beginning, he

must not expect that they will let liim go away without pay-

ing them for what they brought him. All this is unknown to

a traveller merely passing by ; for there is no one in this cha-

racter who would be so mean as to accept any thing, with-

out returning double or treble its value. From these

trifles it may be presumed what they are in all their dealings

;

to-night one word for such a thing, to-morrow another: their

intrigues are beyond description : they liave the art of mak

ing one thing appear like another so well, that it is very dif-

ficult to avoid falling into their trap.

Settling all bis affairs with the Aga, and satisfying his de-

mands of oil, vinegar, and some empty bottles, they left As-

souan in the morning of the 30tli, and in two days arrived at

Esne, the current being very strong.

On the morning of the 4th of October they arrived at

Luxor. Seeing no boat had arrived from Cairo, though the
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Consul had 8ent some money, IMr. Belzoni sot off in the saii:-

boat to Gheneh, arrived there tiit? next mnrninjj, auil went

to see Mr. Soltinor, n jjersoii w lioin lie knew.

Having pniii half the money down required for a boit, it

VIS determined to ascend the Nile as fur as Assouan, to un-

load at that place, and to return immediately.

On one occasion Mr. Belzoni dined with Calil Bey, the

l»()vcrnor of U|>i)er Ki^ypt. The dinner was l)roiight in a

large tray. It consisted, as usual, of very poor rice soup,

which, alter esiting three s|)oonfuls, was taken away, and a

dish of roast mutton brouglit forward. No sooner had they

hegun to eat of that, than a man came in with his hand full

a large green jjcppercorns, and let them fall on the tray,

wliich, being of metal, sound, d like a drum-head. After

liim came another, with half-a-dozen onions peeled, which

he let fall in like miinner, and they rolled about the tray like

billiard balls ; and a third followed wWli peeled garlic, &c.

Alter eating, the mutton, a dish of very small fried fish was

served up. They were about half-a-dozen, and there were

right of the party, so that no one could eat too much of this.

It was soon removed, and a kind of tart was produced ; but

neither the Bey, the Cacheft", the Sheik, nor Mr. Belzoni,

could eat a single hit of it. The fruit consisted of a water

melon, which having demolished, they finished their repast

liy washing their beards.

AtCarnak, the work to be done consisted in transporting

the six sphinxes and the white statue to Ijiixor for embarka-

tion, a distance of nearly a mile, without a road. In many

parts the water had left a soft ground where the statues had

1) pass ; and, as there was no mechanical power to assist, the

Arabs had enough to do to carry them to the place of des-

liiiatioii.

The time having elapsed in which Mr. Belzoni exj)ected to

receive letters from Cairo, he resolved to return to Kenneh

On his arrival at that place, he found the courier had just en-

tered it. He brought letters from Air. Salt, with au order

I'. V •:.'; 4 F
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fciir money on

(I his I)

tlie Suraf, or banker, ol' Keniieli. lie ilien

(li (I iknlimplied I118 huMuesa llieru, and proccciled lo lju\ur, where

he found tiie boat returned from Assouiiii, to ttike the colossal

bust on board : hu* ho wiis soon informed by the proprietor,

tiuu it WHS loaded witli d.ites, and that he was come himself

from Ksne, lo return the money he had paid as earnest

;

for they could not think of taking that large stone into the

boat, as it would crush it to pieces.

After various impediments, on the 17th of November llio

head of the younger Memnon was actually endtarked. It

was no easy undertaking to put a |)iece of granite, of such

bulk and weight, oi\ hoard a boat, that, if it received the

weight on one side, would immediately upset ; and this wa?

to bo done without tlie su\allest mechanical contrivance, even

a single tackle, and oidy with four poles and ropes ; the water

was about eighteen feet below the hank where the head was

to descend. Thecausewiy was gradually sloped to the edfje

of the w ater close to the boat, ami w ilh the four poles formed

a bridge from the bank into the centre of the boat, so tliat

when the weight bore upon the bridge, it pressed only 011

the beat. On the ojjposite side of the boat Mr. Bel/oiii

directed them to put some mats well filleil with straw. In

the ground behind tlie colossus a piece of a palm-tree was

lirniiy planted, round which a rope was twisted, and then

fasli'iii'd to its car, to let it descend gradually. A lever was

placed on each side, and at the same time that men in the boat

were pulling, others were slackening the ropes, and others

shiftini;' the rollers as the colio^sus advanced. Thus it de-

scendfd gradually from the main land to the causeway, when

it sunk a good de.il, as the causeway was made of fresh earth.

However, it went smontldy on board. The Arabs, who were

un \iiinioiisly ofojiinion that it would go to the bottom of (he

river, or criiili the boat, were ail attention, as if anxious lo

know the result, as well as to learn hew the o|ieration was to

be performed; and «hen the owner ol* the boat, who consi-

dered it as cuasi ned to perdition, witnessed the success, and
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gnw (he liiij^e ])iece of sloiip, as lio tiillid i(. safely on board,

he squeezed Rlr. Belzoni by the liaiid, iiml ('xclaiined, they

had reason to be tliankful. Tlie bout tlicn crossed the water

(o Luxor, for what was to be taken in tliere, whicli was done

in tliree days, and on the 2 1st they left Thobcs to return to

Cairo, which they reached on the IStli of December, liavinsr

been twenty-four days from Thebes. From thence they pro-

ceeded to Alexandria, which they reached on tiio 14lli ofJa-

nuary, 1817, and lodsjed it in the Bashaw's magazine; lietlien

relumed to the capital ; and accompanied by Mr. IJiecliy,

immediately proceeded up the Nile, with a determinalion, it

possible, to accom|)lish the opening of the great temple of

Fpsambul. At Pliilic the party was reinforced by Captains

Irby and Mangles of the Royal Navy.

Having conciliated the two Cacheffs by suitable presents,

Mr. Belzoni agreed to give the workmen eighty in number,)

three hundred paistres for removing the sand as low down as

the entrance : at lirst tliey seemed to set about the task like

men who were determined to finish the job ; but at the «!nd of

the third day they all grew tired, and under the pretext that

the Rhamadan was to commence on the next day, they left

Mr. Belzoni, with the temple, the sand and the treasure, and

contented themselves with keeping thcthrce hundred piastres.

Being convinced, tint, if the temple was to be opened at

all, it must be by their own exertions . assisted by the crew

of the boat, tiiey set to work, and, by dint of perseverence

and hard labour, for about eigliteen days, they arrived at the

door-way of the temple, which 3Ir, Belzoni considers as the

finest and most extensive excavation in Nubia, and one that

can stand a competition with any in Egypt, except the tomb

newly discovered in Behan el IVIolook. The temple of Ip-

sainbul has, in all probability, been covered with sand two

thousand years, or more. The following is the description

iven of it.

From what they could perceive at the first view, it "/as

rvidentlva vei\ iMiae place; bul tli«'''ra!>tni!i>ihment inerf f scd
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\^heii tlicy tuiiii(i it to be one of tlie must iiiu!;'i)iricciit of tciii'

pies, eiiriclieil witli beautiful intaglios, paintings, colossal li-

gures, &c. Tliey entered at first into a large pronaos, fifty-

seven feet long and fifty-two wide, supported by two rows

of s(|iiure |)illars, in a line from tbe front door to tlie door of

\he sekos. Each pillar bad a figure, finely executed, and

rery little injureil by time. The tops of tbeir turbans reached

the ceiling, about thirty feet Idgb : the pillars were five feet

and a half sijuare. Both these and the walls were covere^l

with beautiful hieroglyphics, the style of which is somewhat

superior, or at least bolder, than that of any others in Egypt,

Hot only in workmanship, but also in the subjects. They

exhibited battles, stormiiigs of castles, triumphs over the

ElhiopiaiiH, sacrifices, &c. In some places were to be

seen the same hero as at Medinet Aboo, but in a ditl'erent

posture. Some of the columns were much injured by the

close and heated atmosphere, the temperature of which was

so hot, that the thermometer must have risen to above a

hundred and thirty degrees. The second hall was about

twenty-two feet high, thirty-seven wide, and twenty-five and

u half long. It contained four pillars about four feet s(|uare

;

and the walls of this also were covered with fine hieroglyphics

in pretty good preservation. Beyond this was a shorter

chamber, thirty-seven feet wide, in which is tbe entrance

into the sanctuary. At each end of the chamber was a door,

leading into smaller chambers in the same direction with the

sanctuary, each eight feet by seven. The sanctuary was

twenty-three feet and a half long. It contained a jjcdestal

in the centre, and at the end four colossal silting (igures,

the heads of which were in good preservation, not having

been injured by violence. On the right side of the great

hall, entering into the tem|)le, were two floors, at a short

distance from each other, which led into two long separate

rooms, the first thirty-eight feet ten inches in length, and

ebven feet five inches wide; the. other forty-eight feet se-

veii iiifhesj by thirteen feel tlirc". At the end of the fii«it
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wci e iieveral unfinished liierogiyphics, uf vvhieli sume, tliou^li

merely sketclied, gave fine ideas of their manner of drawing.

At the lateral corners of the entrance into the second chani-

her from tiie great iinll was a door, each of which led into a

small clianiher twenty-two feet six inches long, and ten feet

wide. Each of these rooms had two doors leading into two

oilur chambers, forty-three feet in length, and ten feet ele-

ven inches wide. There were two benches in then), ii|ii)a-

rciilly to hit uii. Tiie most remarkable subjects in the tem-

jile wire, 1st, ii group of captive Ethioj)ians, in the west-

ern coriur of tiie great hall : Slid, an hero killing a man

with his speur, another lying slain under his feet, on the

same western wall: 3rd, the storming of a castle, in the

western corner from the front door.

The ouAide of the temple also was magnificent, ll was

a hundred and seventeen feet wide, and eighty-six feet high
;

tlie height from the top of the cornice to the top of the door

being sixty-six feet six inches, and the height of the door

twenty feet. There were four enormous sitting colossi, the

largest in Egypt or Nubia, except the great sphinx at the

pyramids, to which they approach in the proportion of near

two-thirds. From the shoulder to the elbow they measured

fifteen feet six inches ; the ears three feet six inches ; the face

seven feet ; the beard five feet six inches ; across the shoul-

ders twenty-five feet four inches ; their height was about

fifty one feet, not including tlie caps, which are about four-

teen feet. There are only two of these colossi in sight, one

being still buried under the sand, and the other, near the

-loor, is half fallen down, and buried also. On the top of

the door was a colossal figure of Osiris, twenty feet high, with

two colossal hieroglypiiic figures, one on each side looking

towards it. On the top of the temple was a cornice witii

hieroglyphics, a torus and frize under it. Tiie cornice six

feet wide, the frize four feet. Above the cornice was a row

of sitting monkeys eight feet high, and six across the shouU

«lprs, twenty-one in number. The temple was ncurijjf two-
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thirds buried under llic sand, ol' mIik li tlipy romovod tliirfy-

one feet before tliey came to tlie U|i|»t'r pnrt of tlie door.

Mr. Belzoni observed that tlie heat on first entcriiii; tlie

tcmpio was so sjreat tliat they could scarcely bear it, and the

perspiration from their hands was so copious as to render the

paper by its drippini^ unfit for >ise. On the first openini; that

WHS made by the removal of the sand, the only liviiiir dhject

that presented itself was a toud of prodicrious size. Ttie in-

animate objects within wer«.' the futures of two lidns with

Hawks' heads, as lurge us life, and a small sittini^ human

filjurc.

Mr. Belzoni imd his parly now returned to Thebes, and

opened three new toiiilis, but in none of them did there ap-

pear any thin;; to prove that they had been intr il for the

sepulchre of the kings of Kgypt. Some were issa^es

and staircases leading to painted rooms. In one of these

was a sarcophagus of granite with two iiuimmies in it, covered

\vith hieroglyphics in an unfinished state, and a statue stand-

ing erect, six feet six inches high, and beautifully cut out of

sycamore. There were besides many little images of wood

well carved, some with the head of a lion, others of a fox,

and others of a monkey. In another tomb were mummies in

their cases lying flat on the ground ; the bodies were covered

with linen of diilerent tiegrces of fineness, and, as Mr. Bel-

zoni thinks, wrapped round them at dilli rent and «lis(aiit pe-

riods of time : so ciirelul were the ancient Egyptians in their

attentions to the dead ! Some of the tombs had piiintings

beautifully executed, others were (juite plain. In one cham-

ber were discovered two naked bodies without either wrap-

pers or case ; they weie females, with hair of considerable

length, and wtdl preserved. In some of the chambers the

mummies cf cuws, sheep, monkeys, crocodiles, bats, anil

other animals were interinixed with human bodies ; and

one tomb was filled with nothing but cats, carefully folded

in red and white linen, the head covered by a mask repre-

senting the cat, and made of the same linen.
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'I'lie Ei^yptiuiis iippeur tu liiive bucii ac(|U'iiiitc(l \>itli tinea

iiiiiiiuraclures lo u ixiii'cutiuii equal to iIk- Eii^lisli ; lur, in

iiiiiiiy of tlu'ir fiijuies, tlieir fjfiuiiieiils wtit.' cjuile tiuii9|)iiieiit
;

itiid uiiiuiii^ the loldiiii; of tlie imiiiiiiiiL-s, ssuinu clotii ({uite as

line as coiinuoii iimslin, very stioii|^, and of an equal tex-

ture. Tliey liad the art of tanning leather, with which tlipy

made shoes, some of wliicli were found of various shapes.

They had also the art of stainini; the leather witii various co>

lours, and knew the mode of enihossinu on it, for ihey found

leather with figures impressed on it, quite elevated. It ap-

pears to have been done with u hot iron whlU'. the leather was

damp. They also fabricated a sort of coarse glass, with

which they made beads and other ornaments.

Besides enamelling, the art of gilding was in great per-

fection among them, as they found several ornaments of

this kind. They knew how to cast copper as well as to form

it into sheets, and hud a metallic composition not unlike

lead, rather softer, hut of great tenacity, much like the lead

\\hieh is on paper in the tea-chests from China, but uiucli

lliicker. They found some pieces of it covered on both sides

with a thin coat of another metal, whieli might be taken for

silver.

Siirtieient proofs were also procured of ilie skilfof'the an-

cients in varnishing on baked clay, and that this art was car-

ried to great perfection ; in their colours, especially the red,

lilue, green, and yellow, still remain, after so many ages,

its brdliant and as beautiful as when first laid on.

The inconvenience, and the hazard of visiting these sepul-

chres, can only be duly appreciated by those who have made

the experiment ; and nothing but an extraordinary degree of

enthusiasm for researches of this kind could have supported

Mr. Belzoni in the numerous descents which he made into

the mummy pits of Egypt, and through the long subterrane-

ous passages, particularly inconvenient for a man of his size.

Of some of these tombs he says many jjersons could not

withstand the suflbcating air, \vhi(;h often causes fainting. A
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vast (|iitiiili(y of dust lines, so fine tluit it (>ii(i>rs ibe tliront

and iiosti'ils, and chokes Mie nusc and moiitli to siicli a de-

gree, tlint it rcqiiirea great power of lun^js to resist it and

the strong rffldvia of the mummies. This is not all ; tlie en-

try Of passage wliere tlie bodies are, is roughly cut in tlia

rocks, and the falling of tlie sand from the upjier |)art or

ceiling of the passage causes it to be nearly filled np. In

some places tlnre is not more than the vacancy of a f')ot !eft,

which you must contriveto pass through in a creeping pos'iire

like a snail, on pointed and keen stones, that cut like glus .

Alter getting through these passages, some of them two or

three hundred yards long, there is generally a commodious

place, perhaj)s higli enough to sit. But what a place of

rest ! surrounded hy bodies, by heaps of mummies in all di-

rections ; which; previous to the beholder being accustomed

to the sight, iinprrss with horror. The blackness of the wall,

the faint light given I)y the candles or torches for want of air,

the different ohjccti* that surround him, seeming to con-

verse with each other, and the Arabs with the candles or

torches in fheir hands, n ked and covered with dust, them-

selves resembling living mummies, absolutely formed a scene

that cannot be described. In such a situation Mr Helioni

observes, he found himself several times, and often retiirned

exhausted and fainting, till at last he became inured to it,

and indifferent to what he suffered, except from the dust,

which never failed to choke his throat and nose ; and though,

fortunately, he was desiitute of the sense of smelling, lie

could taste that the mummies were rather unpleasant to swal-

low. After the exertion of entering into such a place,

through a passage of fifty, a hundred, three hundred, or per-

haps six hundred yards, nearly overcome, he sought a rest-

ing-place, found one, and contrived to sit ; but when his

weight bore on the body of an Egyptian, it crushed it like a

band-box. lie naturally had recourse to his hands to sustain

his weight, but they found iio better support ; so that he sank

altogether among the broken mummies, with n crash of bone*,

'I" he
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rags, and wooden cases, wliidi riiised such a dii^l as kijjt

him motionless lor a quarter of an hour, waiting till it sun-

sided again. He could not move from tlie place, however,

witliout increasing it, and every step he took he cruslied a

mummy in some part or otlicr. Once lie was conductfd

from such a place to nnotlier nsenihling it, through n pas-

gage of alxiiit twenty feet in length, and no wider tlian that

a liody could he forced througli. It was ciioked with mum-
mies, and he couhl not pass without |)utting his face in

contact with that of some decayed Egyptian ; hut as thepas-

sige inclinc>d downwards, his own weiglit helped him on

however, he could not avoid being covered with hones, legs,

arms, and head's rolling from ahuve. Thus he j)roceeded

from one cave to another, all full of mummies piled jp in

various ways, some standing, some lying, and some on their

licads The |)urposp (d' his researches was to roh the Egyp-

tians of their papyri ; of which he found a few hidden in their

breasts, under their arms, in the space above the knees, or

on the legs, and covered by the numerous folds of cloth, that

envelop the mummy.

The tomhs '.:: the Beban el Molook were more capacious.

The first that was opened had a staircase ciijlit feet wide and

ten feel high, at the foot of which were four mummies in

llieir cases, flat on the ground, with their heads towards the

stairs; further on were ."our more in the same dinn'tion; one

of them had a covering thrown over it exactly like the pall

on the cofllns of the present day.

Mr. Belzoni says, I went through the operation of exa-

mining all tiiese mummies one by one. They \\r much alike

in their foldings, except that which had th>' painted linen

over it. Ainong the others he found one, th il had new linen,

aj)parently, ])ut over the old rags ; which proves tiiat the

Egyptians took great care of their dead, even for many years

alter their decease. That which was distinguished from all

the rest, he observed, wa-i dressed in finer linen, and more

neatly wraj)ped up. It had garlands of flowers and leaves,

P. V. -25. 1 G
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and «Ji the side ovtr ili" lieail, Jlr. Beixun says, that

he found a plate of metal soit like lead, covered witli

another metal, not unlike silver \c\{. It had the eyes of a

cow which so often n-presents Isis, engraved on it; and in

the centre of the breast was another jdute, with the winged

globe. Both plates were nearly six inches long. On unfolding

the linen, they still found it very tine, which was not the case

with the other niuniinies ; for, after three or four foldings, ii

was generally oi a coarser kind. At lasltliey came to the body,

of which nothing was to be seen hut the bones, which bad as-

sumed a yellow tint The case was in |)art painted : but the

linen cloth covering it fell to pieces as soon as it was touched

On the 16th, Mr. Helznni recommenced the excavations in

the valley of Beban el Molook, and pointed out the fortunate

spot which paid him for all the trouble of his researches, lie

rray call this, he adds, a fortunate day, one of the best per-

haj)s of his life ; from the pleasure it ailbrded him of pri'seiit-

iiig to the world, a new and perfect monument of Egy|)tian

antiquity, which can be recorded as su|)erior to any other in

point of grandeur, style and |)reservation, appearing as if

just tiiiisbed on the day tbey entered it j and what he found

in it, he adds, will shew its great superiority to all others.

Ccrtuin indications had convinced him of the existence ol a

large and unojiened sepulchre. Impressed with this idea be

caused the earth to he dug away to the depth of eighteen

feet, when the entrance made its appearance. The passage,

however, was choked up with large stones, which were with

difiicuity removed. A long corridor, with a ])ninted ceiling,

led to a staircase twenty-three feet long, and nearly nine

feet wide. At the bottom was a door twelve feet high; it

opened into a second corridor of the same width, thirty-seven

ieet long, tlie sides and ceiiing finely scnl|)tured and painted.

'I'he more he saw, lie says, the more he was eager to sew

His |irogi'ess, however, was interrupted at the eivd of this

second corridor by a pit thirty feet deep and twelve wule.

Beyond this he perceived a small aperture of about two Itti
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f([iiMre in <1ip \mi11, oiii ot'uliicli Ihiiil;- a r(i|ii' itMcliiiig proba-

bly to the bodoin of (lie wfll ; iinotlicr rojie fiistpn*"*! to a

hcMU of wood strrtcliiiifif acrosii the j)i>!»H;i(j;e on this side also

iiiiMj; into the udl. One of tlu'se ropes was a|)parently for

ilic |)Uipose of (li'scendinfi; on one side of the well and the

other for that of ascendinj^ on the opposite side. Both the

wood and the rope crumbled to dust on being touched.

By means of two beams Mr. Belzoni contrived to cross

(lie pit or well, and to force a larger o|)ening in the wall,

lit yoiid which was discovered a third corridor of the same

dimensions as the two former. Those parts of the wood nnd

r(i])e which were on the further side of this wall did not full

to dust, but were in n tolerably good stale of preservation,

owing, as he su|)|)osed, to (be dryness of the air in these

more distant apaitnients.

The sepulchre was found to open into a nuniher of cbaiii-

li( rs of diHereiit dinieM»i(Mi'^, with corridors mid staircase*.

Of the chanilii'is, the first was a beautiful hall, t'.Mnty-seven

feet six inches by twinty-five feet ten inches, in which were

four pillars each three feet square. Rlr. /oni says, at the

end of this room, wliieb be called the enti.n .e-hall, and op-

posite the aperture, was a larpcdcor, from which thre*' "feps

led down into a chamber with two pillars, which was (wtiity-

oitlht feet two inches by twenty-five feet six inches. The

IMJIars are three feet ten inches scjuare. He gave it the name

oi the drawing room ; for it is covered with figures, which,

'.liongh only outlined, are so fine and perfect, that one

"oiild think tliey had been drawn only the day before. Re-

liiiiiing into the entrance ball, they saw on the left of the

iipiTlure a laryt' staircase, which descended into a corridor.

It is thirteen feet four inches long, seven and a half wide, and

has ei<rhteen steps. At the bottom they entered a beautiful

corridor, thirty-six feet six inches by six feet eleven inches.

They perceived that the paintings became more peifect as

they advanced farther into the interior. Tliey retained their

^luss, or a kind of VHrnish over (he colours, which li>id a
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beautiful effect. The figures are painted on a white ground.

At tlic end of tliis corridor, tliey descended ten steps, which

he called the small stairs, into another, seventeen feet two in-

ches by ten feet five inches. From this they entered a small

chamber, twenty feet four inches by thirteen feet eight in-

ches, to which he gave the name of the Room of Beauties

;

for it was adorned with the most beautiful figures in basso re-

lievo, like all the rest, and painted. When standing in the

centre of this chamber, the traveller is surrounded by an

assfiiibly of Egyptian gods and goddesses. Proceeding

further, they entered a large hall, twenty-seven feet nine

inches, by twenty-six feet ten inches. In this hall are two

rows of square pillars, three on each side of the entrance,

forming a line w ith the corridors. At each side of this hull

\\as a small chamber : that on the right is ten feet five inches

by eight feet eight inches : that on the left, ten feet five

inches by eight feet nine inches and a half. This hall he

termed the Hall of Pillars ; the little room on the right,

Isis' Room, ns in it a large cow is painted ; that on the lel't^

the Room of Mysteries, from the mysterious figures it ex-

hibits. At the end of this hall they entered a large saloon,

with an arched roof or ceiling, which is separated from the

Hall of Pillars only by a step ; so that tlie two may be

reckoned one. The saloon is thirty-one feet ten inches by

twenty-seven feet. On the right of the saloon is a small

chamber without any thing in it, roughly cut, as if unlinished,

and withnui painting: on the lel'i tiiey entered a chamber

villi two s(j;iaro pillars, twenty-live feet eight inches by

twenty- two feet ten inches. Tiiis he called the sideboard

room, as it had a projection of tlinM! feet in form of a side-

board all round, which was perhaps intended (o contain the

articles nect'ss iry for tiie funeral ceremony. The pillars are

three feet four inches sfpiare, ami the whole beautifully

painted as the rest. \ t t!ie same end of the room, and facing

the Hall of Pillars liiey entered by a large door into

another chamber wii!i four pillars, one of which is fallen
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down. Tills clamber is forty three feet four inches b;y

seventeen feet six inches ; the pillars three feet seven inchf's*

square. It is covered with white plaster, where the rock did

not cut smoothly, but there is no painting on it. He named

it the Bull's or Apis' Room, ns they found the carcase of a

hull in if, embalmed with asphaltum ; and also, scattered in

various places, an imnuMiso quantity of small wooden figures

of mummies six or eight inches long, and covered with

ns])lialtum to preserve them. There were some other figures

of fine earth baked, coloured blue and strongly varnished.

On each side of the two little rooms were some wooden

statues standing erect, four feet high, with a circular

boUow inside, as if to contain a roll of papyrus. There

were likewise fragments of other statues of wood and of

composition.

The description of what was found in the centre of the

saloon, merits the most particular attention, not having its

fcpuil in the world, and being such as they had no idea could

exist. It is, says Mr. Belzoni, a sarcophagus of the finest

oriental alabaster, nine feet five inches long, and three feet

seven inches wide. Its thickness is only two inches; and it

is transparent when a light is placed inside of it. It is

minutely sculptured within and without with several hundred

figures, which do not exceed two inches in height, and repre-

sent, as ho supposes, the whole of the funeral procession and

ceremonies relating to the deceased, united with several

emblems, &c. Nothing can give an adequate idea of this

beautiful and invalual)le piece of antiquity, and he says,

'Jiat nothing has been brought into Europe from Egypt that

•>n be compared with it. The cover was not there ; it had

boon taken out, and broken into several pieces, which they

foutul in (liuging berore the first entrance. The sarcophagus

was over a staircase in the centre of the saloon, which com-

municated with a subterraneous passage leading downwards,

three hundred feet in length. At the end of this passage

they founrl a grej; (|iiaiitity ofbiits' diiiig. which choked it up,
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so tlial (In'v could go no furtlit'r without digging. It vns

nearly filled up too by the falling in of the upper part.

The whole of the figures and hierogl\ phiis in this wonderlul

excavation are sculptured in has relief and painted over,

except in one chamber, where the outlines are only given.

(Jreat care appears to have been taken to have these accu-

rate ; as several sketclies were observed on the walls in red

lines, which had afterwards been traced with corrections in

black ; the stone was then cut away from tin; side of the

chamber all round the black lines, leaving the iigure raised

to the height of half an inch or more, according to its size.

A coat of whitewash was then passed over it, which I\Ir.

IJfizoni says is still so beautiful and ci(>ar, that his best and

whitest paper appeared yellowish when conjpared to it.

The jiainter came next and finished the figure in colours,

which after more than iiOOO vcars .still retain all their original

brilliancy. Among the numerous representations of figures

in various positions, one group is singularly interesting, as

describing the march of a military und triumphal procession

with three diflerent sets of prisoners, who are evidently

Jews, Ethiopians, and Persians. ^J'ho procession begins witii

four red men with white kirtles followed by a liawk-lieaded

divinity -, these are Egyptians apiiarently released from cap-

tivity and returning home under the j)rotection of the na-

tional deity. Then follow four white men in striped and

fringed kirtles, with black beards, and \*ith a simple white

fillet round their black hair; these are obviously Jews and

might be taken tor the portraits of those, who, at this daVi

walks the slifets of LoiuUm. After them come three white

men with smaller beards and curled whiskers, with double-

spreading pli;ines on their heads, tattoed, and wearing robes

or mantles spotted like the skins of wild beasts; these are

Persians or Chahltans. T^astly, come four negroes with largo

circular ear-rings, and white petticoats supjjorted by a belt

over the shoulder ; these ar(> Ethiopians.

The Tvjyplian- ^i|p( ar In liavf had three dinVienl modes 'if
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embalming their tloail ; HtToclotiis says, tliat tlitst- iiioUog

were according; to tlie inciinations of the friends of the

deceased, wlietiier they were disposed to be sparing in the

expense, or not. He says, certain persons were appointed

by tlie laws to the exercise of tiiis profession. Wiien a dead

^ody Mus brought to tiieni, they exhibited to tlie friends of

he deceased dilVerent models, highly fniisiied in wood. The

most ])erfect of these, he said, resembles one, whom I do

mil think it religious to name on such an occasion ; the

second was of less price, and inferior in point of execution ;

fiie other wa^ still more mean. They then enquired after

wliicii model the deceased should be represented. When
tlie price was determined, the relations retired, and the

eniljahiit-rs prooLcded in tiieir work. In the most perfect

speciiiu'iis of their art, they extracted the brain through the

nostrils, partly witb tt piece of crooked iron, and partly by

tlie infusion oi' drugs. I hey then, with an litliiopian stone,

made an incision in the side, through which they drew out

the intestines. These they cleansed thoroughly, washing*

them with palm-wiue, and afterwards covering them with

pounded aromalics. They then Idled the body with powder

of pure myrrh, cassia, and other s])ices, without frankinceusc.

IIa\ing sewn up the body, it was covered with nitre for the

space of seventy days, which time they were not allowed to

exceed. At the; end of this period, being iirst washed, it was

closely wrapped in bandages of cotton, dipped in a gum,

which the Egyptians used as a glue. It wac then returned to

the relations, who inclosed the body in a case of wood, made

to resemble a human figure, and placed it against the wall

ill the repository of tlieir ilead. This was the most costly

mode of embalming.

For those who wished to be at less expeiise, the follow-

ing method was adopted. They neither 'raw out the in-

Icstines, nor mad(! an incision in the dead body, but injected a

liniment made fiom the cedar. Alter taking proper means

to secure the injected oil wiiliin ilic liody, it was covered
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witli iiilre for the time iil)o\e sijccifietl. On tliuy last day

tliey witlulrew the liquid before introduced, which brougiit

with it all the intestines. The nitre dried up and iiardened

the flesh, so tiiat the corpse appeared little but skin and boue,

In this state the body was returned, atul no further care

taken concerning it.

There was a third mode of embalming, appropriated to

the poor. A particular kind of lotion was made to pass

through the body, which was afterwards merely left in nitre

for the above space of seventy days, and then returned.

Such is the account given by Herodotus.

Mr. Belzoni says, that Herodotus was incorrect in some

of his accounts of the mummies ; he mentions them as

erect : but it is somewhat singular, that in many pits which

I\Ir. Belzoni opened, not a single mummy was standing.

On the contrary, he found them lying regularly, in horizontal

rows, and some were sunk into a cement, w liicii must have

been nearly fluid when the cases were placed on it.

The lower classes were not buried in cases : they were

dried up, as it appears, after the regular preparation of the

seventy days. Mummies of this sort were in the proportion

of about ten to one of the better cliiss, as near as he could

calculate by the quantity he saw of both ; and it appeared,

that after the operation of the nitre, adopted by the mummy-

makers, these bodies may have been dried in the sun.

Among these tombs they saw some which contained the

mumniies of animals intermixed with human bodies. There

were bulls, cows, sheep, monkeys, foxes, cats, crocodiles,

fishes, and birds. Some of the mummies lu'Ve garlands of

floMers, and leaves of the acacia, or si'.iit tree, over their

heads and breasts. This tree is often seen on the banks ot"

the Nile, above Thebes, and particularly in Nubia. Tiio

flower, when fresh, is yellow, and of a very hard substance,

appearing as if artilicial. The leaves, also, are very strong,

and though dried and turned brown, they still retain their

firmness. In thi: iaside of these mummies are found lumpi
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of ;isi>l>iil<iim, sdiiH'dmcs so Inrirc ;is to wriali two pdiirK.-;-

'I'lic euliiiils of tli(-s(! iiuiininios arc ol'ti'ii (oiiiul bound u|) u\

linen iind iispliiiliiiiii. \VliiU ilocs not iiicoi'|)oi'ate willi liie

tli'shy |>''>i't, r<'iiiaiiis of tlic ii:\iural colour of the [(itch; hut

tliiit \\liich (lot's incorporate hceoincs brown, and evidently

ni ixed '.vitli the sjrense of the body, forniin>; a mass, which

i)r('s>iure eruiuhies into dust

on

The wooden ease is first co-

vered with a layer or two (d" eenient, not nuiike plaster of

P.iris ; and on this are sotiietiines east fi; ures in liasso relievo

fur which they make holes cut in stoue. Tiie whole ease is

painted ; llie irrnmid (jem-rally yellow, the fii^ures aiul hieio-

tflyjihics blue, irreen, red, and black. The last is very sel-

painti njr IS coviieii wi th(li)in used. Th.- whole of th

vaniish, which jireserves it very cH'eetnally.

It is somewhat sini;(ilar that no instruments of war are

found in these places, ulu-n it is considered what a warlike

iiatKiii the Fj^'vptians were.

The reader may see seveial of tliesc nunnmies in the

British Rluseum; which ])laee is open to the juiblic every

]\loiiday, W'-dnesday, and fiiday, and any pers.m di'ceiii'y

dressed is adiiiilted between tlie hours of ten and tv.o

o'clock.

Dr. Vonnij observes, that the sepulchral inscriptions eon-

stiiiiii> llii" most considerable part of the E£ry|)tian literature

which remains ; that the genera! feiior of tlu'iii, as mi^ht be

exjiected, from the testimony of Herodotus, a|i|iears lo be

the identification of the deceased with Osiris, and, if a fe-

male, with Isis ; and that the subject of the most usual re-

presentations, seems to he the reception of this new ])ersun-

a^e by the jtrincipal deities.

By a (lili;^ent and accurate comparison of a ijreat nnmbcr

of thest? hieroglyphiciil and pictorial representations, he b^s

succeeded in ascertaiidn;; the names of the principal deiii.s.

and of several of the kini;s of E^ypt, as well as the meuiui^'

of the epithi'ts a f died to them ; and IVom the hieroirlypiiie

of the name, and other corrobor'ttiiiij eircumst.iiii es, tie

I'. V ".'. IJ
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I ia('itiiiii>< no iloiilii viliiilcvcr, tliiit tlie |)riiici|ial fifriirptakfn

fVoin the wall of the catacomb in <|ii('8(ioii, is meant lor

Psamiiiis, wlm, atconliiig to Herodotus, was llie son of

NecoH or Necliao.

Tlu'ie was n procession of native Egyptians, and of cap'

tive Kliiiopinns, Jews, and Persians, eacli distinctly and

cliaracleristically maikcd in feature, colour ami dress; an

I vent which we sliall find to accord with the history of the

lin>es ; for we know froin the j^rcat source of all nuthentio

information relatinjjto ancient history, the l?ii)lc, that Necho,

the father of Psaminis, carried on war with the •lews and

Babylonians; and Ilerodolns notices his expedition jijjainst

the Ethiopians ; so that this proct s-sion may very naturally be

considered as consistint; of tlie three descriptions of captives

mac'e in his wars. In turninij to the 35tli Chapter of the

2nd of Chronicles, we shall find this paintinu; of the catacomb

more strikini^ly elucidated by the followinj^ remarkidile

passage: * After all this, when Josiah had jjrejjared the

tenple, Necho, king of Efjypt, came up to fifjht ajjniiist

Charchemish, by Euphrates ; iind Josiah went out against

him. But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, what have I

to do with thee, thou king of Jiidca ? I come not against

ihei! this tiay, but against the house wherewith I have war;

for God commanded me to make haste; forbear thee from

meddling with God, who is with me, that he destroy thre

not. Nevertheless, Josiah would not turn his face from him,

but disguised himself, that he might fi^lit with hiu), and

hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the mouth of

God, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo. And the

nrchers shot at King Josiah ; and the king said to his servants,

have meaway, for i am sore woundrd. His servants there-

fore took him out of that chariot, and |)iit him in the second

chariot he had, and they brought him to Jerusalem and be

died, and was buried in one of the s«'pulcl.ies of his fiitbers,

and all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.' And

agnin, in Chapter 'ilA .
' Then the people of the land, took
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,)< hiitili:)/, tl'.o SUM ol' Josiiili, iiiid iikiiIc liiiii k'liir iii lii^s

tiitlici's ><t{>ii(l ill Jerusalem. Jclioiiliaz Wiis twriity iiml

Ilin'P years old wli«>i» ho bej^an (oreiijii, and ho reijjiied tliree

ir.iiiillis ill JtTiisalcm. And tlu; kiiii^ of Ki-ypt put liim

(Idwii at Jerusalem, and ('(iii<!iiiiiied the land in a hundred

t;ilenls of silver, and a talent of f;;old. And the kiiii^ of

l^nypt made Kliakim, his brother, kiiijy over Jiidahand Jerii-

siih'in, and turned his name to Jehoiakim. And \'eclit) look

Jvhoahaz, liin brother, and curried him into Eyijpl.^

Tiie wonderful sculptures of the Ei^yptians are to be

achnired for the boldness of their exct-ulion. Tlieir enormous

sizes render it dilVicult for the artists to maintain their due

proportions, which were accordiiiir to the iieinht of tho

limine. For instance, if a statue were erected of tht; size

of life, tlie bead was of the natural size; if the statue vverkj

tliiity feet hiijii, the head was larjjer in proportion to the

l)'.<ly ; and if fifty feet hifih, the niairnitude of the bead was

fartlier increased. Had it lieen otherwise, in statues of so

ureal hei»lil, the distance from the eyes of the spectator

would have so much diminished the size, that the head would

have" ap|)eared too small in proportion to the les^s. The

tedious work of the en«lless hi'T(>y;|y|iliics which are to be

seen in every part of every ediliee, the numberless fimircs

mi I he temples, tombs, obelisks, and walls, must have required

wonderful labour. They had only four s-orls of stones in

ijeneral use for seul|)ture, the sandy, the calcareous, breccia,

luul sjranite All, except the first, are very liard, and what

is most sinifularis, it is not known with what tools they were

cutout. Ocular demonstration shews, that the tools of the

present day will not cut granite without great ditflculty.

When a younp m;in wants to marry, he goes to the father

of the intended bride, and agrees with him what be is to |iay

for her. This being settled, so much money is to be spent on

the wedding-day feast. To set up housekeej)iiig nothing is

requisite but two or three earthen pots, a stone to grind

meal and a mat, which is the bed. 'I'be espouse has a gown
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and 'ewi'ls ol' I'd- ()\>ii ; imil, if ilic liridcuruoin present licr

with !i Doii ot l)r;irr|i'(s of •silver, ivory, it i;l:iss, slic is l;ii|)i)y

lul (oictiiiiitc indi'i'd. I'lie lioiisi- is r.':idy, \villi,)iit rtiit ora

taxt'8 M) rain can p^iss tliroii :li tl ic roo d tl I. re IS no

door, for tliero is no want id' one, as tlwrc is notliini; to lose.

Tin y make a kind of box of clay and striiw, wliicli, after two

or llircc day's exposure to llic sun, heconies (piite liard. I(

is lixed uii a stand, an iipertnrc; is left to |)ut all tlieir pre-

c'ljus tliiii<^H into it, and a piece of nuimniy case ftnins the

di/ur. If tlic liouse <lii not pli a><e lli(<in, tliey ^^alk out and

enter aiiotlicr as there are several hundreds at their com-

nmnd.

At Carnak, one ii)ornin>r, previous to cros-^iny; llie Nile to

Con rnou ^Ir. ni'l'/.oiii set several men to work on a spo)t of

t;round at the foot of u heap oi' earth, where part of a lai^o

colossus projected out. Mr. Heecliey, who souietinies vi^-i'ed

the ruins, superintended the work on that day ; and ha<l ilw

pleasure to discover a colossal head, lari^er than that whieii

liiid hern sent to Knijhind, It was of red granite, of heamil'ul

worknianship, aiul unconMnonly wcil preserved, except one

c;ir, and part of the chin, which had been knoil.ed olValoni;

with the beard. It is detached from the slioidder at the

lower part of then; (k, ai <l has the usual corn-measure, or

mitre, on its head. 'l'hiiiiL:h of iarijer proportion than liie

young IMcmiioii, it is not so bulky or heavy, as it has no part

of the slnudder attached to it. i\lr. Uelzoni had it removed

to Luxor, which euiplo^ed eiijht days, though thedistance is

little more than a mile, iiesides this head, which is ten

feet from the neck to the top of the mitre, he procured an

arm beloiiffinuf to the same ccdossus, which measures also ten

feet, and with the head, will irive a just idea of the size of

the statue.

At this time an order came from the Defterdar Bey, who

Juki arrived iil (iainola, three milt s north f)f Thebes, to nil

the C.achefls and Cainiakaus, who commanded on both sides

of 1 hebes, not to permit the Kn^lish to accumulate any
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^..irp ni'lrqiiitics, ihh to ;ill(n\ (!ic Ai.ilis to work or "•ell ;iiiy

lliiiiir tiiiiri lo tl ii'iii uii anv iiccoisiit.

]\Ir. F?t !z>nii \v:ii(((l ot\ tlio Bey tin; next nioi iiiiii;, mid

fdiiiid liiiii sc.it.'d ill lii-i (!iv;iii, siirroiKideil !)v lii>% Ci.clnrts.

iiii'l a iHiiiil)) r orDllicr atl*'ii(luiit> M »• rcceivfd liiiii foKI h i>ll y-

II" iiKjiiiifd \vli<!lli(M- ho liiid not yet limdc npliis colli'ctioii.

J;.' aiis\v(Tfd, lliat, ns Imii;- its lie liad his |)eiinis(.ioii lie

V iild still eiideoVdiir to liiid sonii tiiiiii; iiiore.

il was iiiaiiiresl he waiKed an exciiHC (or his coiidtict ; for

-had illi'Dl'l It the l''ellalis had ('()in|d:iiiU'd

ol h( ini^ t'Xi.eediiii;ly iil-lreaied, ;\iid that they ilrew tlieir

swords to cut oil" their heads and Mr. Belzoiii's people beut

ihein citiitiiiuii.iv.

The Hi y said, that IMr. IJel/oiii had hoiiylit nearly every

a; tiele ut' aiiti(|iiity that could he ohiained in (oiirimu, and

tinriTore il was time to stop tlieir |ir()(ccdiii:;s. !\lr. Hil-

zoiii re li.'d, tliat what he had hiiULiht had heeii vohiiit illlv

sold by the Arahs, and hi'tr<;ed the Hey not to believe v.hat

he biard IVuui his opponents. 'I'lie |}ey iiiiiuiied nhelher

(iniiinou was lar ofV. On hi ini;- she^n the place out of

tl le window, SIIX Hides distant, he ordered horses, and in a

few iiiiiuiles tliev set off for tlisit 'ihice. He «eiit strainht

to Meninoniniii iheie he iiupiired ubuut the t;re.it

nios(|Moes, as he named them, and put si-verul (piestions con-

eernini; the buildiim's and the colossi that are there. He
then proceeded to the two colossi. Afti'r a n'encral survey

o! the ruins, he seated himself before the famous battle

painted on the wall, aiul iiave his opinion concerniit:; it ; ob-

srrviiii.i;', it was iiiip()ssi!)le that the colourini^ could have been

diiiii- at the time the fin'ures were ii ade, as it was so fresh,

and the stones so much broken. I^lr. Belzoni s;iid, it was

owiiii^ to the climate of tlu; louiitry that thfcS'> tliiiii^s wt ii-

ineservcd ; but he iieisistcd in his opiaion, thai it v;as iin-

p(>ssihl(> it could be so. 'riirn, quitting- liis st.itinn, he seati i

himself under tli(> anliway of ilie first entrance, and called

the Shiek of (•euriiou, nhuni be knew to he their friend, and
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v,h linil rprriveil llii' order (lit- ni^lit licforr. Tlie poor

Sliick, tniiiblinij nil over at this call, was asked how many

men tlicrt- were in Gournou who clu:^ the {>;r()uiKl in semcli

of ii.umniiis. Tiie Sliitk niiswered six or seven. It wns

])lain the IJey did not know what to do to gratify his spleen
;

rnd, as he couUI not a''oid retractinij the order, the poor

Shit k was to .-utli-r, A diibolieid ihought came into his

head ; and he a>jked tiie Sliiek if he lotild iind in Gournou a

nMiiiHiiy that had not been opeiie<l. 'I'he Shiek answered,

thiit one ini»hl be l'.)und, ifheijrtve him time to search ; b-jt

the pecple wliU tinu iliein alwnys open them instantly. On

this the Bey flew into a i:;reat rai?e, and insisted that one

should be found immediately; and, if lie did not find it, he

would ijive him the bastinado. The poor iShiek was ordered

1o di^' directly under hia feet and tuke out a mummy ; but

lie answered that the mu<nmies were in (lournou, and none

were ever found in the place where he stood ; and it was

well for him thai ont; of the attendants and a Cacheff con-

firmed wl'.at he said. Tiie FJ.y tlien sent him to Gournou,

and told him to see that hei'iHind a mummy, in its case, and

unopened ; and he allowed him an hour for doing it. The

poor Shiek attempted to speak, but was turned out by three

01 four soldiers, 'I'hey then went to Gournou, and under a

duum-trec saw the Shiet. and s( iiie of the Janizaries, with

the nuiinmy ready for his highness. Before he drew near tu

ascertain the fact, the Bey began to ciy out that he was sure

it had been opened by one of the fellows who search lor

mummies ; and it was in vain he was told otherwise. None

could I u:gine things would be carried on tu such an extreme.

That ti> case had been opened nu one could suspect; but

the rSty wanted a pretence to beat the poor Shiek for btins^

31r. Bclzoni's friend. Accordingly, he ordered him to be

Jniraedinfrly stretched on the ground ; and such a scene en-

sued, as drew from the 'I'urks themselves expressions both of

displeasure and disgust. Mr. Belzoni endeavoured to iiitcr-

ccde ior the unfurtunute wretch, wiio all this time was under
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ilie stick, but it wii* useless, as the iiKirc lio putrciiled, llie

more l)patin!; he rccRivt'd. Tlie iMU'r|)retrr not reflfciiiiif

(111 wliiit lip <liil, ventured to iutercede in tlie name of ^Ir.

S.ilt, the liiitisli consul, at wliicli tlic Bey laughed. He
tlitii hciii^cd in tlie name of liis father-in-law, the Uasiiaw

;

and (he liey made answer, that he was the sole commander

Ml al! business there ; addintr, to the man who was imnish-

iinj the Siiiek, " Goon, jjo on, and hard.

By this time the poor fellow was like the mummy that lay

by bis side, deprived of sense and feelinj^ ; and with a little

more beating would have remained there for ever, and been

buried where he lay. At last he told the man to stop, and

the miserable Shiek was carried to his cave as into his tomb;

and was, indeed, more fit for the tomb than for a house.

The Bey then caused the mummy to be opened, and findinij

luiiliiii!^, he exclaimed, if they d!J not bring him one that was

entire, be woulil throw the Shiek into the river,

All order was sent, that they might have twenty men to

work for eight days. AVhen Mr. Belzoni perceived that tlm

Bi-y did not stop, bespoke to thi> Caehefif, to use his influence,

that the order might be enforced ; but he seemed <lesirous of

evading it, as he was aware it was merely a pretext on the

part of the Bey. He says, I saw plainly, that we had

been calumniated to the Bey ; and the CachefT protested,

that if it bad been in his power, he would have beCricmded us.

Acpordingly I gavebiiii to understand that it would be to his

advantage to be friendly to our party, as well as to the other,

and that the Bey's enmity would nut last much longer.

Mr. Belzoni said, it was some business wliicli had prevented

(lie Consul from coming, who intended to bring with him

presents both to the Bey and the (\ieh(>lT", when all would be

set to rights again. At length, persuasions prevailed ; and he

ordered the men to work ; and in a few days !Mr. Belzoni

follected nil the pieces of nnti(pii(y together on the (ptay of

l.uxor ; and caused a mud wall to be made round Ihim.

Various phenomena often hajipen '"^ l)gy|)t. The whirl.
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?fn:f/.s (>('('iir iiil ti.c yi;u- rnuiiil, luit csprcinlly ;it t'le (imp nt

tlio camseen wind, wliifli l)C!>iiis in Ajiril, mimI liisls (ilty

'>' lIcMcc the iKuiif ol' Ciin iS( en, w liicli Ai;.l lie >*IJilll-

fics (ilty. It fjcntrally Mows troin tlic soutli-uosi, iiiiii l:i-l;4

four, fivo, or j>ix(lrtys wiilioiit vai\inc, so very stidiiij, ;li;it

it raises the suimIs to a jirciU lieifjlit, loriiiiiia; a general cliHid

so lliic'k that it is iDipos^^iiiie to kct]) the eyes open, if not

under covi/r. It is troul)leson;e even to flie Arabs; it forees

the sand into the liouses tlirough every ernnny, aiul fills every

thing U'ith it. The caravans eannot proceed in the deserts;

tlie hoiits cannot continue their voyages ; and the travellers

are obliged to cat sand in s|)ile of tlwMr teeth. Tiie whole is

like u chaos. Often atjnantity of sand and small stones gra-

dually ascends to a great height, and Ibrms a column sixty

or seventy feet in diameter, and so thick, that were it steady

on one P])ot, it would apjiear a solid mass. This not only

revolves within ilsown eirciiinfereiue, hut runs in a circular

direction over a great space of ground, sometimes maintain-

ing itself in motion for half an hour, and where it f:\lls it

accumulates a small hill of sand.

'I'he next ])henouienon is the miroijv, often desirihed by

traveih'rs, who assert having been deceived by il, as at

a <listanee it appears like water. It generally ap])ears like

a still lake, so unmoved by the wind, that every tliinff above;

is to he sc'U most distinctly r( (Icclcd by it, which is tlie

principal cause of the deception. If the wind agitate any of

the i)lants that rise above the hoi i/on of the mirajie, be c iin-

not see throne>li it. so that it ap|iea IS to liiim clear water.

On approaching it, it becunns thinner, and ajipears as if

agitated by the wind, liken field of ripe coin. It graduiilly

vanishes as the traveller ajiproaches, and at last cntiitly

disappears when he is on the s|)ot.

The third phenomenon is the lociiMts. 'I'hese animals

are seen in such clouds, that twice the number in the same,

ppnce would form nn opaque mass, which would wholly in-

tercept the rays of the '•un, and cause complete darkness.
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'I'liov rtliiilit "11 (Iclils (il corn, ()! oilier voiietabli s, and in a

(I'w iniimtfs (iL'voiir tliiMr wllr lioli )rnclUCl',

a iirciit noise to I n lii'ii) aw:iv,

r

but

le niitivfsi

in v.iin ;

,111(1, by way of retjiiation, ..i.y ciiti.ii ,inil eat tbeui when

(i it'll, loiisiilerin}'' llieni a dainty rcpiist. They are sonietliing'

like tlie ^riissh()|)|ier in I'orin, .iljout two inches in lentil.

Tiny are geiieialiy oC u yellow or f^old < ujuur, but there are

some red and some j^reen.

Tlie work of the columns of a tcaipb; in the isle of Pliiloe,

Iffis in a much bi-hter style tlian llie old lij^yptian, evincii

that nation would liave improved i^radually ; and in due

course of time, by amai^amaliiiu; the Grecian elegance with

the vast and lofty maatnifueiice of its own works of art, would

liiive Ibrmed an arcbitcctuit- of which we have no i(b'a, but,

no doubt, most sublime. There are other proofs that this

temple is a more modern structure, formed of the maleriids

of an older edifice. In one of the columns, opposite the

gate in the portico v>hich leads to the sanctuary, (here is in

the centre, a stone. scul|)luritl with hieroi^lypliics inverted;

add another stone of this kind is to be seen in the same

Cdlunin on the west side, near the ground. The whole edificn

consists of two temples, nearly united toi^ellier. A small

tt'iiiple, dedicated to Isis, is within (he peristyle of (be

buffer, which was tiedicated to ilie same i^'oiidess, (o Serapis,

uiid to the rest of the gods. 'I'lie buiidin<>' laces the soiitli,

with a larfje portal or prii|)yla.><)ii, ll.inkrd by two po;tieoes

or colonnades, the capitalsof (he pillars of which arc dillerent

from each other. At (he entrance of the first portal lies an

ubolisk of granite, thrown down, its pedestal having a (ireek

inscription on it, w bicb i^ a complaint of the priests, addressed

to Ptolemy and Cleopada, aijiiinst the soldiers and (be go-

vprnnient of that place, and jiroves that (lie Ki,'-) plian priests

bad no inllueiicc- in (he j:fovernmen( at (ha( period. 'I be in-

fi('ri|)(ion was discovered by an Knglisb traveller, Mr. Banks,

who, not having time (o dig it out, bit it, and !\lr. neeehey

took a copy of it. Part of another olielisk and pedestal ure

P. V. :>(; 4 1
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to l)c seel) in (lie iniid wall dpposito. There are also (wo

lions, of griuiite.

After passing the tir>.t portul is the entrance to llie pro-

naos ; on the west of uhieh is (lie small temple of Isis, sur-

rounded by square piihu>, with the head of the goddess aa

the ca|)ital. The inner part consists of three apartu)ents : the

portico, the cella, and the adytum. The liierojjlyphics on

it are nearly perfeet, but almost covered with mud, as it has

served as a Greek chapel. On the east side of the jjronaos

is a gallery with several cells, no doubt for the use of the

priests ; and the north is the second portal, covered with

colossal figures like tlie first. On passing fiiis you come to

the portico, which is reckoned ilie most perfect and beautiful

part of this building. The hieroglyphics are entire and higiiiy

painted, as are tiie capitals ol tlie columns, which are ten in

number. The figures on the wall of this ])ortico are all ili-

vided into several groups, forming compartments of five feet

high ; those on the columns forming the ornaments of this

hall are highly beautiful. There are other ruins on the west

of the island, which formed the entrance into the temple hy

the water-side; and on the northeast are the remains of

three arches made by the Romans. The middle arch has

fallen dow n. On the key-stone the words "sanctum, sanctum,

sanctum," are cut; affording clear evidence, that this isiund

served as a holy seat not only to the Egyptians and Greeks,

hut also to the Romans. There are marks of the whole tem-

ple having been fitted up for Christian worship. The walls

are covered with mud, to hide the hierugly|)hic8 on them

;

and some figures peculiar to the Christian religion were

painted on this ; but time uncovered the hieroglyphics ag.iin,

as the mud lost its hold in several places. At the buck of the

temple, or on the north side of it, are the foundations of a

building that served for a Greek church, and was formed of

the stones from the ruins of the other buildings, as is obvious

from the hieroglyphics on them. This island is perhaps the

most superb group of ruins ever beheld together in so small a
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si^icn of ground. Tlie whole island, which is not more than

a thousand feet in length, sind less than five hundred In

breadth, is richly covered with ruins ; and being detached

from the other barren islands which surround it at some dis-

tance, has a very superb a))pearance.

In a valley to the westward of Beban el Malook Mr.

Belzoni found that the Egyptians had a particular manner of

forming the entrance into their tombs, which gave him many

leading ideas to the discovery of them. Besides, the suppo-

sition that many of these tombs must have been buried under

the stones and rubbish, which continually fall from the moun-

tains, the great quantity of materials cut out of the tomb ac-

cumulated in considerable heaps in different parts in the val-

ley, might give various suggestions of the spots where the

entrance to the tombs was to be found, as is justly observed

by Mr. Hamilton.

He set men to work near a hundred yards from the tomb

which he discovered the year before ; and when they had got a

little below the surface, they came to some large stones, which

had evidently been put there by those who closed the tomb.

Having removed these stones, he perceived the rock iiad

been cut on both sides, and found a passage leading down-

wards. He could proceed no farther that day, as the men

were much fatigued, and he had more tlian four miles to re-

turn to Tliebos. The next day they resumed their labour, and

in a few hours came to a well-built wall of stones of various

sizes. The following day he caused a large pole to be brought,

and by means of another small piece of p.dm-tree laid across

the entrance, he made a machine not unlike a battering-ram.

'J'lie walls resisted the blows of the Arabs for some time, but

they contrived to make a breach at last, and in this way the

opening was enlarged. Mr. Belzoni and his party immedi-

ately entered, and found themselves on a staircase, eight feet

wide and ten feet high, at the bottom of which were I'oui

mummies, in their caises, lying Hat on the ground m ith their
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heads toward the outside. Farther on were four more ljini»

in tliosanie direction. The cases were all painted, and one

had a large covering thrown over it, exactly like '.he pall

upon the collins of the pre-i'iit day.

lie went through the operation of exaniinitig all these

niiiininies one by one. They were mucli alike in their fold-

ings, except that which had the painted linen over it.

Among the others he found one, that had new linen appa-

rently put over the oM rags ; which proves, that the

Egyptians took great care of their dead, even for many

years after their decease. That which was distinguished

from all the rest, was dressed in a finer linen, and more neatly

wrapped up. It had garlands of flowers and leaves, and on

the side over the heart was a plate of metal, soft like lead,

covered with another metal, not unlike silver leaf. It had

the eyes of a cow, which so often represents Isis, engraved

on it ; and in the centre of the breast v as another plate,

with the winged globe. Both plates were nearly six inches

lung. On unfolding the linen, they found it very fine,

which was not the case with the oilier mummies; for, after

three or four foldings, it was generally of a coarser kind.

At last came the body, of which nothing is to be seen Tbut

the bones, which had assumed a yellow tint. The case was

in part painted ; but the linen cloth covering it I'eil to pieces

as soon as it was touched, owing to tlie paint that was on

it, which consisted of various devices and flowers. The

cases were sunk four inches into the cement already men-

tioned. Some of the painting on the inside of the cases ap-

peared quite fresh, as if recently done ; and there was gene-

rally a coat of varnish. For what purpose this tomb might

have been intended, cannot be said, perhaps it was origi-

nally designed for one of the royal blood. It appeared by the

entrance to have been commenced on a scale similar to those

of tiie kings ; though it set-ms to have been finished for a

more humble family.

Tlie resuU of tlie researches gave all the satisfaction de-
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v!r«Hl, of fiiid'm;^ inuiiiinics in rases, in llicir orii;ifiii! po^itioti

but tliis was not (lie principal object ; ("or, as ht; was near

the pla('« wlicre the kinj^-s of Etjypt were Imried, he tlion^lit

lie ini^ht have a chance of 'li.scovcrini;' some (iClheir relics.

Tlie sacred valley, named I5ei)an el ^lalook, l)e:;ins at

tioiirnou, rntis towards the south-west, an! gradually (urns

due south. It contains tlie celebrated tombs of the kinfjs of

I'luyjit, and divitles itself into two dillerent branches, one of

which runs two mihis fartiier to the westward, niakiui;- five

mills from the Nile to the extremity. The other, w hi( h con-

tains most of the tombs, is separated from Goiirnou only Ity

a hii;h chain of rocks, which can be crossed from Thebes in

less than an liour. The same rocks surround the sacred

ijround, which can be visited only by a single natural en-

trance, that is tbrmed like a ^at^way, or by tiie( raguy paths,

across the moiuitains. The tombs are all cut out of iIk; so-

lid rock, wliich is of calcareous stone, as w hite as it is possible

for a stone to be. They consist in general of a long square

passage, which leads to a staircase, sometimes w ith a gallery

at each side of it, and other chambers. Advancing farther

they cam,? to wider apartments, and other passages and staxs,

and at last into a large hall, where the great sarcophagus lay,

whiih contained the remains of the kings. Some of the.si!

tondjs are qiiitc open, and others incumbered with rubbish

at the entrance. Nine or ten may be reckoned of a superior

class, and five or six of a lower order. Strabo may have

counted eighteen, as may be done to this day, including

some of an inferior class, which cannot be esteemed as tombs

of (he kings of Egypt from any other circumstance, than that

of having been placed in this valley.

Mr. Bclzoni says in his opinion the tombs in the valley of

Buban el Malook were erected subsequently to those in

Gournou; for he could scarcely find a spot in the latter

place adapted to the excavation of another nf the gre.it

tombs, and it may be supposed, that when all the best spots

i'or larjje tombs in Ootirnou had bec^n occupied, the Egvp.
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tians went ovi-r tlic rorks to seek iiiiollii-r situation in «liicli (o

deposit tli«!ir kiius. CiTlain it is, that the tomI)s in the val-

ley of Btjb;iii el Maiook art; in fai betttr contlition than those

lit Gouirion.

On the lltli of Octo!)er, tlioy went to see the tombs ii>

Gotirnou, aii.l the tenij:'., in liie valley bohiiiil .Moninonium.

A tomb iliscovere;! tlie day before was opened, so tliat tliey

might enter it. On this they took the road over the rocks

inimediattily, and arrived in less than three (|uarters of an

lioiir. Ilavitif;' prucetHJc'd tliroanh a passatje thirty-two feet

lona;, and eight feet wide, they descended a staircase twen-

ty-eight feet, and readied a tolerably large and well-painted

room. They found a sarcophagus of granite, with two

juununies in it, and in a corner a statue standing erect, six

feet six inches liigh, and beaut ifidly cut out of sycamore-

Mood : it is nearly perfect except the nose. They found

also a numlier of little images of wood, well carved, repre-

senting symbolical figures. Some had a lion's head, others

a fox's, others a monkey's. One had a land-lortoisc instead

of a head. They found a calf with the head of a hippopota-

mus. At each end of this chamber is a smaller one, eigiit

feet wide, and seven feet long ; and at the end of it is ano-

ther chamber, t<;n feet long by seven wide. In the chamber

on the right hand they found another statue like the first, but

not perfect. No doubt they had been placed one on each

side of the sarcophagus, holding a lamp or some olfering in

tiieir hands, one hand being stretched out in the proper pos-

ture to hold something, and the other hanging down. Tlie

sarcopliagus was covered with hieroglyphics merely painted,

or outlined : it faces south-east by east.

On the 13th of October they caused some spots of ground

to be dug at Gournou, and they succeeded in opening a

mummy-pit, so that they bad the satisfaction of seeing a

pit just opened, and receiving clear ideas of the manner in

which the mummies are i'lmnd, though ail tombs are not

aliko. It was a small nur, and consi>ted of two rooms tidej
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ptiinled all ovor, hut not in lliu Ix'st .stvlf. It iippoared that

the tonih bclon^od to some warrior, as there were a ^reat

niiinber of men enrolliri}j themselves for soldiers, and another

writing their names in a hook. 'I'here were also several

other fij^nres, &c. In the lower ai)artment tiiey saw the

mummies lying here and there, without any regularity. To

all appearance therefore this ])it had been opened by the

Greeks or some other peo|)le, to ])liiiider it.

Mr. Belzoni after repeated aifempts made an entrance into

a new Pyramid. An Arab tluMi entered with a candle, and

returned saying, that the place within \vas very fine. Mr.

Belzoni at last made the entrance large enough to squeeze

himself in ; and after thirty days exertion he had the plea-

sure of iinding the way to the central chamber of one of tiie

two great pyramids in Egypt, \*hich have long been the ad-

miration of beholders. He entered a passage tv^enty-two

feet seven inches long, and the works including the port-

cullis occupy six feet eleven inches in all. M here the gra-

nite work finisiies at the end of the passage, there is a per-

pendicular shaft of fifteen feet, and at each side of the pas-

sage, an excavation in the solid rock, one of which, on the

right as you enter, runs thirty feet in an upward direction,

approaching the end of the lower part of the forced passage.

Before them they had a long passage running in an horizon-

tal direction toward the centre. They descended the shaft

by means of a rope. At the bottom Mr. Belzoni percei\ ed ano-

ther passage riuiiiing downward at the same angle ofiitj" as

that above, and toward the north. As his first object was

the centre of the pyramid, he advanced that way, and ascended

an inclined passage which brought him to an hori/.ontal one,

that led toward the centre : lie observed, that after they en-

tered within the portcullis, the passages were all cut out of the

solid rock. The passage leading toward the centre is live

feet eleven inches high, and three feet six inches wide.

Mr. Belzoni says, as they advanced they found the

sides of this passage covered with arborizations of nitre;
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some projectiii!? in ropes, sinti!' not luill'.t! t'lo skin of a

\vliitc lainl), and otl'M's so Ion;;- as to resniihlr an endive

ieuf. Ilerpadicd tli-j door ul tlie coiitre oCalDri^e clmndicr.

He walked slowly two or three [Jiues, and then stood itill

to eontemplale the place where he was. Whatever it might

be, lie certainly considered himself in the centre of that py-

ramul, which from time immemorial had been the subjeot

of the obscure conjectures of many hundred travellers, both

ancient and modern. His torch, formed of a few wax c;iii-

dles, ^ave but a f.iint lif;ld ; lie coidd, however, clearly

distinnuisli tin; principal objects. H(! naturally turned his

eyes to the west end ol" the chanil)er, looking; for the sarco-

jihagus, vvhi(di lu^ strongly expected to see in the same situ-

ation as that in the first pyramid; but he was disappointed

when ho saw nothiiio- there. The chamber has a jiointcd

or slo])ing ceiling: and many of the stones had been rcnioNed

from their places, evidently by some one in search of trea-

sure. On his advancing toward the west end. In. m.is

agreeably surprised to find, that there was a sarcophagus

buried on a level with the floor.

By this time Chevalier Frediani had entered a,so ; and

they took a general survey of the chamber, which Mr. Hel-

zoni found to be forty-six feet three inches long, sixteen le<i

three inches wide, and twenty- three I'eel six inches high. It

is cut out of the solid rock from the lloor 1<. the roof, which is

composed of large blo'jks of calcareous stone, meeting in the

centre, and forming a roof of ^ le same slope as the pyramid

itself. '1 he sarcophagus is ei.ilit feet long, three feet six

inches wide, and two feet tlir«c inches deep in the inside.

It is surrounded by large blocks of granite, apparently to

prevent its removal, which could not be rllected without

great labour. The lid bad been removed at (beside, so that

tlie sarcophagus was half ojien. It is of the finest granite;

but, like the other in the first pyramid, therr is not one hie-

roglyphic on it.

Liooking at the inside, he pfTceived a gr( at quantity of
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ciiiili and stones, Imi 'iul nul dIis'i vc (lie bones nnionLT I's

rul»l)isli till the next (lav, iis his intention was |)!inei|),ill v

bent in seiircb of some inseription thai woubl throw li<;lit

on the sul)ject of this pyramid, ''hey examined every pait

tlie walls, and observed many serawls execnted >\iih

obarc(.ai, hut in iiiduiown charactiMS, and nearly ini|)er(e|i-

tibie. '1 liey rubbed olfinto dust at the sli^liiest toucli ; mid

on the wall at tiie west end of the cliamber he pereeivcd ,in

insicriptio:) in Arabic.

The following is a Iranslaliun of the Inscriplioii l>y

Mr. Salome.

" i'he ISIaster IMohanHiK d Abnietl, lapieide, has opened

tlircn; and the Master Othinan attended ibis (openinu}
;

and (he Kiri(; AliJ Mohammed at lirbl (Irom the beginnini;)

to the closing tip."

Mr. Helzoni adds, that the eireiimstances of the pyramid

bavinif been niiaiii closed up ai^rees with whit he his said

of bis t'lndii)!^ it so.

I( appears, that in the time of Herodotus as little was Uno » n

of tlic second pyramid as beft>re tii2 late opeiiinj^, with this

cN'fption, that in his time tlie second pjianiid was iieaily

ill the state in which il was lelt when closed by the btiildei-,

vbo must have covered tlie entrance with n coalin<; so that

it iiiij;ht not be perceived. At the tim-lMr. Helzoni was form

iKite enouijb to find Ids way into it, the entrance was con-

ri'.ilfd by the rubbish ')f the coafinj;, which must have been

nearly perfect, at the time of Herodotus.

'I'lie circumstance of havinij chambers and a sarcopbas^iis

(which undoubt4-dly contained the remains of some t;ieiit

jicrsonaife), -o iiniloiiii witli those in the other pyr.imid,

leaves no question but that they were erected as sepnlcliri"«

;

and it ia a wonder, tliat any doubt has ever existed, consi-

derini^ what could be learned from the first pyramid, «hi',li

has been so long open. 'I'his contains a spacious chamOei

r. V. 2ti. 4 K
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wiili a siircoiihiiiii-i ; the pii^sa.rt's ;ir« of sucli dimt'iislori'; as

1(1 udiiiit notiiiiii; livrijcr iliaii llic s.iicopliaijus ; they IhhI

l.t'L'ii closely "luit u]) by larj^c hloeks of i;ranite IVcm will III),

ncieiit iiii-evuleiilly tu prevent tlie reiiidViil til' that relic. A
tiiors are pretty well a:;r(!tMl in asserlini;-, tliat tliese nionii-

meiUs were eri-cted to contain llio remains of ivvo hroihers,

Cheiios iind Cephren, kiiii^s ol'Enypt. They are surrounded

liy other smaller |iyramid,i intermixed with mausoleums on

hill ial-ifroun.ls. ^lany mummy pits liuve been ci)nlinually

f'oiiml there; \(t with all these proofs, it has been asserted,

that they weri! rrected for many other piir|)')ses than the true

iiid nearly as ah.-urd as that they serve(Ih •i-|c'

>?()me consider them as built f<ir astronomical

but there is notliinif in their construction to favour this sup-

posiiion. Others m.\intain, that they were meant for the

])erl'ormaiice of holy ceremonies i)y the Kiiypliaii priests.

Any thini^, in short, lor the sake of contradiction, or to have

Bomethiiit; now to say, finds its advocate. If the ancient au-

thors had advanced, that they were erected for treasuries,

tl IB moileriis wot Id reed perhaps, more in eon

mity with tin; truth, that they were made for sepidchres ; and

they woulil not have f.iiled to see jdainly ihost^ eireuiiistances,

which clearly proves the facts, and wldeh are not lioticed as

they ouirht to be. It will be atrreed that the lOi^ypliaiis, in

erecting these enorirous masses, did not f.di to make their

sides due north and south, an<l con^icipieiitly, as Ihev ari^

Hquare, due east and west. Their inclination loo is sueli

as to ii:ive lii;ht to the ncwth side at tiie time of the sols-

tice. I3iit even all this does iK>t prove in the least, that

tliey were erected for astroilomie 1 p. rp hou<;h It IS

to be oliserveil, that tlu! Ki^yptiaiis connected astn

ni)my with their rtdijjfious cereiiuMiie: as vaiioiis zodiacs

were found, not only ainoui; the temples, but in (heir tondr

also.

By tile measurement of the second pyramid it was

lollows
;
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r.rt.

The basis 084

A|)oloine or central line down tlie front, fnnn

tiu' t(i[) to liie h.isis .... 508

Ptipi'iidic iil.ir 456

Cllaltll^ Irom llif toj' to tlif place wliere it ends 140

Mr. llcl/.oni now aijuin proceeded to Thebes, and on ur-

ii\iii>^ at Sioiit went to the Hej. He was about a mile out

(I liMvn, extTcisiiii^ his soldiers and youn<i^ Mamelukes in

^imneiy luid liorsuiiiausliip. The cannon exercise was with

Lulls ajfaiiist tlw rocks ; and Ihey were better marksmen

tli'iii he expected to find nniong soldiers without discipline.

'llie Bey fired liimsell' at the same mark with two balls in

cue barrel of an I'.ntjlish i^un, of which some one in Cairo

liiid made him a ])resent. He liked it extremely; and ob-

jicrved, " These guns inny become offensive to their makers

some day or other." Alter the caisnon exercise, they be-

•j;m\ to fire at an (>arthen jjot placed on a kind of pedestal

(if about six feet hiifh. They commence their course at two

liiifidr(!d feet from it ; ride towards it at full j^allop ; at the

distance of filly-feet drop the bridle, take their gun, and fire

at the |)0t while at full speed. The horse is so accustomed

1) this, that, beinre he reaches the stand on which the |)ot

is, h-.' wheels to the right, to make room for the next in the

c'lurse. It is a very difticult matter to hit a small pot about

a loot high, while the horse is runiiin;^ with all speed, in

ainiui two hundred shots oidy six pots were broken : the fa-

vourite Rluiueluke of the li" \, a hul of twelve years old,

liinke three. He had the best horse belonging to the Bi-y,

and went ns near the jtot as the length of a gun and a half.

Two other Mamelukes broke one (-ach at a good distance,

and one was broken by the Fley himself, for which he re-

eiived of lourse great praisr tVo'ti all his subji'cls.

At four o'clock Mr. Hi l/.orii \.(mI to his |)alace. Ht^ v a

iiitiiig oil a vei) high ariiird eliair. a f.isliion not injinuori

t i\ V
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iuiioiig the Turks; llii>u;;!i Ik- (litl not ait like iui Eurupt-an,

hut ill a Turkish iDiuiiiti-, witii liislc-is up, Here he had :iii

DUportunity of htiiig pieseiil at ii trial u|)on lite or dciitli.

'I hf case was lliis : a soldier heliiiii^ing to the Bey had hcni

found dead upon the road ut ar the village to Acmiii, \\'n\\

his throat cut, and several iinrks ol' violence upon his body,

lie was on his return from 31ecca, where he had been on a.

jiijgiimage. His eamel was found dead near the door oT a

]>easant, and it was supposed tliit lie had u great deal of

money about him. He was si en in the house of the peasant,

near which tli<; camel wa^ found, in company with seven

other men, among whom wa* a Bedoween. The soldiers of

the village, who took the prisoners into custody, asserted,

iliat the prisoners had assisted the Bedoween in making liis

escape ; and the Sheik of the same vi lage affirmed, that one

of them said he knew where to find him at any time, be-

\er.il witnesses were examined, but no one gave any evi-

dence that could bring the facts home to tlie supposed cul-

jiiits.

One point, however, was very much against one of them,

and this was, his counleiianee did not jdease the B"y ; for

no sooner did the Bey si I his eyes on the poor follow, than

he exclaimed, " O ho ! Uie case is evident ! I see plainly

who is the murderer: look at that man ; can there be any

doubt but it wa>i he committed the crime ? So own at once

that you did it, for denial will be useli-ss ; I see it in your

lace !" Several witnesses came forward to prove, that the

j)easaiit, in whose house the soldier was, could have li.id no-

thing to do »ith it, as he was not in the town at that time

Witnesses in this country are rather more exact in their de-

positions than those of Europe, fur they do not get ofl'so ea-

sily. To make th'Jiu impartial they u^enerally get so severe

a bastinado on the soles of their li ci, that all ilie flesh is olf

tij (lie bones, and they are u.iiibleto walk lor a loiij; time al-

ter. A thousand blows is reckoned n moiierate number for

» v<i I nesf* to receive. 1( was said, afterwjid, that several of
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llioso gii|)|)(iF<'(l (o lie t'OiiCLTiii'd in the iiitii'dcr, IjikI tlicir

IkikIs fill (iir

Mr. Bil/oni asfaiii comiiu-nced his operations near Tiicbcs,

;iii(l liiiviiii; observed, tliiit the piirt wliere the sekos and

(ill;\ must l)e wns not touched, lie f-el tiie men to w«)rk there,

Liiul on th(! second day ol'his reseiirches came to a large sta-

tue, wiii'.'h |)roved to be the finest oT tlie kind jet found. It

is a sitting figure of n inun, in nil ])oints resembling the

{jreat colossus of Rleninon. It is nearly ten lect high, and

of the most beautilid Kgyptian workmansliip. The stone

is grey granite, and bus the peddi.irity ot having particles

in it of a colour not unlike that of the substance gene-

rally known by the name of Dutch metal. Part of its

cliiii and beard liave beeu kriockcd off, but all the rest is

quite perfect. In the same ground lie Ibund several lion •

headed statues, like thos(! in Cariiak, some sitting and some

standing.

Between two col.issal tslatues and tli" [>ortiro of the

ti'iiiple is iiii enormous colossus, thrown down an<l buried,

iiil liut the back of its chair, which is broken in two about

the middle. It was one ol his principal objects to uncover

it, but he never had an ojiporlunity. Among the columns

of the portico were found a great many Iragmeiits of cohj^-

sul stiitues of granite, breccia, and calcareous stones ; and

iViiin the great number of fragments of small dimensions,

••'.m\ of standing and sitting lion-headed statues, these ruins

;i)ipear to have belonged to the most magnificent temple of

any on the west side of 'l'h>'bes.

Mr. Beliconi took many impressions of the prmcipal figures

ill basso relievo. 'I'he wax alone he found would not stand,

as the climate would not permit it ; but with wax, resin, and

line tlust, he made an excellent composition. The greatest

(liHieulty was to take the impression of the figure without

iiiiuring the ctdours of it. The figures were as large as life,

ill all a hundred and eighty-two : those of a smaller size,

fiom tine to three feet, could not be less than eiglit hundred.
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'I'lu- liipninlyphics aic iiciirly (ivi- liiiiidrcd. uf wliicli lie took

a laitlil'iil ci'iyy, witli tlioir I'oloiir.s ; they are of four diirt-rriit

s*i/i's, fi-i)iii oiit- to six iuflics ; s(» lliat lie was obliiffd to t.ike

UII

on

c ol' euL'li hizc, wliicli miikcs iit-arly <\vo tliousaml in M,

At llic" latter end of June llicy liad a visit Iroin Mv. Hri'ss.

his n IniJi iVoni India, lie liroiii;lit with liiui IVoni that

founliy the piae-applc and tin- nian^o, some of wiiicli he

had planted in llic garden uf llie A;;a ut Kenneli, and soino

he tiiLil to vnllivale at 'I'liuhi's. The man^o ai Kcnnch

turned out very will; hut lliobe \ihicli were j)ianled in

'J'liel)es died, from want of care.

After this 31 r. Belzoni ceased all sorts of rcsearehesi, us

INlr. Drouetti and others claimed the jiriviiea^e of openiajf

dillerent places themselves, llavintj communicated iiis in-

tentions of taking a journey to the Red Sea to Mr. Beeehey,

lie resolved to go also, and 3Ir. Hicoi, a medical gentleman,

also projjosed to accomjiany then).

They set sail on the Itith of September, 1818. The

comi)any consisted of ftlr. Beeehey, the doctor, and Mr.

Bel'^ two Greek servants, a miner, and two boys

from Gournou, who were hired to take care of the luggage

in the desert

The Nile rose this season three feet and a half above the

highest mark left by the former inundation, with iineommen

rapidity, and carried oil' several villages and some hundred

of iheir inhabitants.

The Arabs hail expected an extraordinary inundation

this year, in consequence of the scarcity of water the pre-

ceding season ; but they did not apj)rehend it would rise

to such a height. They generally erect fences of earth and

reeds around their villages, to keep the water from their

houses ; but the force of this inundation bailled all their

cflorls. Their cottages, being built of earth, could not

stantl one instant against the ciirreiit, and no sooner did

tlu; water reacli them, than it levelled them v\i;h tlie ground.

The rapid stream canied otf all that was before it ; men,
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womt'ii, cliililreii, callle,, rorii, cvrry tliiiw^ \v:\s Wiislied

uwiiy in an instant, and 'i-ft flic ijlaco wliere tlie viliii;;!!

sKiod witlimit any lliin^f lo imlicalu lliat tliiTe liad evt-r been

a liousp on (lio spot, ll is not iIk; case, as is ijcnL'rally suj)-

]iose(l, ti;at all (lio viihii;i's ol' Finyju aru raised so liit^li

iiliiive tiie i^t'Mfiiil level of tliu ifi'ound, that tlu! water c.ui-

no t reaeli them on the contrary, most of tliost; in Uppci-

J%i,^yi>t arc little if any tliini; hinlier (Ihiii the rest of (he

fTionnil, ai\d (lie only way they h;ive to ke<|) oil" lh(! water

oa the rise of the Nile, is by artilitiai fences made of earth

and reeds.

The first villaije they came to was AijaUa, whiiher they

went not merely to see the |)lace but to desire tiie Cai-

niakan to send a soldier to guard the tombs, in addition to

the Arabs, wiio were loft there. lie ex|<ected to ho

washed away by the Nile. There was no boat in this villaj^e ;

and should tlie water break down their weak fences, tin!

(inly chance of escape was by clindiing the pLdm-tn^es, till

Providence sent some one to tluir relief. All the boats

were employed in carrymij away the corn, Iroiii villat^es

that were in daiii^er. IJoth in Upper and Lower l'<ypt

the men, women und chihircn are left to be last assisted, as

their lives are nut so valual)le as corn, which brinies money

to the Bashaw. As this villai^e was then four feet below the

water, tlie |)oor Fellahs were on the walcli dny and ninht

round their fences. They emplo\eil their sk'ii machines or

bai^s t'l throw the water out ai^ain which rose from under

(lie <rround ; but if their fences should be broken down all

Was lost.

On tlie 17th several villa<i;es were in i;roat daiii^er t(

lieintj destroyeil. The rapid stream had carrii'd away tho

feiU'eH, iukI their unfortunate inhabitants were obli<;ed to

escape to hiifher grounds, wlier(Mt was possible, with what

they could save from the water. The distress of these

|)eople was great. Some of them had only a few feet i.-f

land, and the water was to rise twclvt days more, ai.d
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liftiT lliiU to remiiiii twelve <l,iys :it its Inii^hi, iucordinc^ lo

tlie usual term uf the iiiuiidiitioii. Kiiruiiiale wtiH lie wiio

could rcnicli liiijli ijrouiul. SSoim imssed tiie water on pietis

of woiid, Slime on liuil'ilnes or t'o«>, mid others witii reed,'*

tied U|) in liir;;e huiidlos, 'I'lie sin. ill sjjots of hiijli ground

tlint stood above the water, ('orm..d so many sanctuaries t'nr

these jioor refui^ees, and were crowded with |)eo|)le and

beasts. The st'anty stock of provisions they could save

was the only subsistence they could expect. In some pints

the water had left scarcely any dry y;r()iind, and no reht f

conht lie hoped till four and twenty days had ehipsi'd.

The (.^achell's and Caimakuns of the country did all they

could to assist the villai;es with their little boats, "jut they

\v«'re so small in proportion to what was wanted, that they

could not relievt; the (greater part of the unfortunate |ieo-

ple. It was distressinif to beh(dii these poor wrftches in

such a >itnatioii. On arriviiii^ at Erments, where fortii-

iiately the land is very hiLjh, they found many oi the neiu;li-

bourin<r people collected, employin:; the boat to fi^teh the

peo|)le from an o|)posite village. The Caimakan set otf

liiiiiself with aiu)tlier boat, and in the course of an hour he

returned with several men aiul boys. He sent the boats

ai^ain, anil they returned loaded with men, corn, and cattle.

The thiid trij) brouirbt still more corn, builalues, sheep,

goats, asses, and dogs. The fourth voyaire was employed

in fetching the women, as the last and most insignificunt of

their ]>roperly, whose loss would have been less regretted

than that of the cattle. This circumstance will convince

the Kuropean fair sex of their superiority over the Turks

and Arabs, at least in point of due res|)ect to them.

The party was now increased by a soldier from Esne,

four camel- drivers, and a Sheik to guide, making in all

twelve men. They had sixteeii camels, six of which were

laden with provisions, water, cidinary utensils, &c.

In the morning of the 23rd they set out very early, and

arrived at the first well in three hours. Several uf the
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Ababde nation came to water their cattle at the well, but

kept at a distance. They live scattered about in the rocks

and little valleys among^ the mountains, but occasionally

assemble together in a few minutes. To pass this place

without a good understanding with their Sheik for security

would be imprudent and djngerous.

On the 24lh they set ofl' pretty well. The valley af-

forded a very level and good road. At the entrance of

this valley stands a high rock, on i\\r left of which is a

small Egyptian temple. To this (hoy directed their

course, and arrived at it six hours after setting off from the

well in the morning.

It ^as adorned with Egyptian figures in intaglio re-

lidvato, and some retain theii- colour pretty well. They

areas large as life, and not of the worst execution. In

the sekos, which is cut out of the rocks, are four pilasters.

At the end of it are three small chambers ; and there are

iwo others, one on each side, in the corner of the lateral

walls, on which are to be seen figures and hieroglyphics in

a pretty good style. On one of the columns they observed

a Greek inscription. Near the temple are the remains of

an enclosure, which no doubt was a station for the cara-

vans. It was built by the Greeks, is twelve feet high,

and contained several houses within it for the accommo-

dation of travellers. In the centre was a well, which is

now filled up with sand. AH round the wall there is a plat-

form or gallery, raised six feet high, on which a guard of

soldiers might walk all round. On the upper part of the

wall are holes for discharging arrows, similar to those

fonned in our ancient buildings for the same purpose. The

sides of th<: gateways are built of calcareous stones and the

wall is of 1- ricks.

On i)<e i.5th, they continued theirjourney. No vegetation

of any sort was to be seen any where. Sometimes they

passed over wide and level plains, and sometimes crossed

rugged hills, till two hours before 8un>set, when tbey

P. V. 27. 4 L
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entered the vnll* y culled Deezak by tlie Arabs. At this pluee

Mr. Ricci, the doctur, was attacked with n violent di^.

order, and it was decided that he should return (he next

morning, as it would increass if he advanced lartlier in Mie

desert.

From this place they travelled to the valley where it was

intended tu halt. The caravan had reached tlie plitce an

hour before. Here they found two wells, v.ui- of suit water,

and the other quite putrid and brackish. There arc few

waters in the worid better than that of the Nile ; and now

to have to drink the worst was such a change in one day, that

they could not help feeling the consequences of it. Mr.

Beechey was taken very ill, from drinking at the first well,

and they had great a])prehension of the next, which was

worse. They had provisions for a month, but the fresh

meat was gene, and it was with difficulty they could procure

a very lean goat. The tribe of this country are ull Ababde,

and extend from the confines of Suez to the tribe of

Bishareiu, on the coast of the Ued Sea, below the latitude

of 23**. The manner of this race show them to be lovers of

freedom : they prefer living among these solitary rocks and

deserts, where they eat nothing but dhourra and drink

water, before submission to the commands of any govern-

ment on earth. It is a great feast among them when they

take the resolution of killing a lean goat, but Miey eat it

tv.itliout fearing that any rapacious hands should take it from

them. A man of this stamp, accustomed to liberty and

independance, would naturally find himself as in a prison,

if under the controul of even the best of governments.

Their greatest care is for their camels, which are their sup-

port. They breed them up to a certain growth, and then

send them to be exchanged for dhouria, which constitutes

their food. The camels, as well as other animals, live upon

the common thorn plants, whicu is the most abundant to be

found in the country. Some of the most industrious ol' the

Ababde cut wood, and make charcoal with it, which (bty
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end to the Nile on cnmels, and biirter it for dliourra, talluw,

mid tent clolli. Few, however, iinderijo such a labour,

for (liey like tu live at their ease. A |)i|ie of tobucc(» is a

luxury, and a piece of a fat ram t)uite raw a great dainty.

They arc all nearly naked, badly made, ami of small sta-

ture. They have fine eyes, in |)ar(ieulur the women, as

fur as we couM see of those that came to the wells. The

married women are covered, the rest uncovered. Thf
head-dresses are very curious. Some are proud of having

hair Inn;; enough to reach below (heir ears, and there

furnied into lurls which arc so entangled that it would be

impossible to pass a comb through them, therefore the wo-

men never use such an instrument. When they kill a sheep

tliat has any fat, which is very soldoni, tlicy grease their

heads nil over, and leave the fat in small pieces to be

melted by the sun, which makes tlicro appear as if they

hud powder on their heads ; and this lasts for several days,

till the sun melts the whole, and produces an exquisite

odour for those wlio have a good nose. As iheir hair is

very crispy, Iheir heads remain dressetl for a long time}

and that they muy not derange their coiffure when their

heads itch, they have a piece of wood something like a

packing needle, with which they scratch themselves with

great ease, without disordering their head-dress, of which

they are very proud. Their complexions are naturally of

a dark chocolate ; their hair quite black ; their teeth fine and

white, protuberant, and very large.

In the winter all the scattered Abahde in the mountains

assemble together here, and if any marriage takes place, it

is at this time. It is always performed with due ceremony.

Ttie bridegroom first sends a camel to the father of the

bride. If this be accepted, he applies personally to herself,

in the presence of one man as a witness. If she consent,

the day of marriage is appointed, before which the lover

does not sec his bride for seven days. On the eighth she \a

praocnted (o him in the tent of her father. This day in

1 1, .'
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celebrated by kilting some of tbeir lean sbeep, and bj cAmel

races. The next day the liappy couple retire to the tent of

the hridcgroum. If the man becomes tired of his wife, be

sends her buck with the same camel which he sent to her

father, as this is her own from the time of the marriage.

The mother of the bride must not speak a word to the bride-

groom as long as she lives : a regulation intended to pre-

vent her from making mischief between the young couple.

When a child is born, the next day the father kills a sheep

and gives the child a name. When they are sick, they say

hulla kerim, and lie down (ill they are bet(er, or till they

die. There were old men tluU did not know nor could

tell their age, as they keep no account of such things ; but

by appearance they must have been ninety years old. When

any one dies, they dig a hole in the ground, and put the

corpse into il, and very often on the spot where the peison

died, and then remove their tents a little farther on. They

never intermarry with any but their own people. A girl had

been refused in marriage to a Turkish Cacheif, though she

was as poor as any of her tribe. The Cacheti' attempted to

use force, and the consequence was, that they assembled to

the number of above three hundred, and he prudently re-

tired, leaving his intended bride to be married to her cousin.

Some of these wild people, as they arc called, came to

the well in the course of the day, and as they saw the party

quiet and peaceful, they ventured, at the persuasion of the

drivers, to ap|)roach. A few of them had been as far as the

Nile to purchase dhonrra, and these were accounted men of

knowledge, but the greater part had never quitted their

mountains. Que of them seeing a piece of lemon-peel lying

on the ground, wondered what it was ; and another who

had been to the Nile, to shew his great knowledge of things,

took it up, and ate, it with an air of self-sufficiency. They
gave them a piece of loaf-sugar, and when they had eaten

it, they declared, that their valley must be better than tbeir

mvn, as it produced such crood »nd sweet bread. Whra
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they buy dhourra they generally gft it ground with the

usual hand iiiilistune in the villai^e where th«^y buy it, and

cany the flour into tlie desert, Their bread is baked under

the asiies, and is in the form of a large cake, without leaveii

or salt. Their great enemies were the tribe of El Mahasa
and Banousy, which dwell from between Suez to the inte«

riur of Arabia and the coniines of Syria. With these tribes

they had had many battles, but it appeared, that neither ona

nor the other advanced beyond their old possessions. They

had also bee., at variance with the Bishareines on the south,

but were now at peace with them all.

On the 20th they saw the Ked Sea at a great distance,

and having entered a run<;e of mountains, stopped at a place

called Owell, or |ilace of the dragon.

On the 30tli they set olF early, bent their course to the

soutit-south-west, and piiMsi-d through several valleys, to-

wards a very high mountiiin called Zubara, a name given

to it in consequence of the eiwcralds which have beea

found there. At the foot of this mountain about lifly men

were encamped, and at work in the old mines of the anci-

ents, in hopes of finding some of the precious stones : but

it appeared, that their predecessors had searched ])rctty well

before they quitted their works. These unfortunate wretches

receive a supply of provisions from the Nile, but Mome-

times it did not arrive in due time, and great famine of

course prevails among- them. There arc two small wells, not

more than half a day's journey distant, and one of them had

a tolerably good quantity of water. Their work had com-

menced about Mix months before, but had been attended with

no success. The mines or excavations of the ancients were

all choked up with the rubbish of the u|;|)er part that h-d

fallen in, and the labour to remove this rubbish was great,

for the holes were very small, scarcely ca|)able of contain-

ing the body of a man crawling like a cameleon. They were

all thoroughly tired of their situation. They rose several

tiiucn against their leaders, and in oni instance two of tb«ni
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tvere killed. Oii the day tlie party were tliere one of the

poor wretches nearly fell a victim to the aviiii.iouH caprice

of their powerful employer. As he wns penetrating into one

of the holes, part of the roof fell down upon him, and not

only cut ofT his retreat, but nearly killed him on the spot.

He was fortunately taken out alive, but it did not give much

encouragement to (lie rest.

Having procured an old man from nmnng the natives to

guide to the ruins of Berenice, th y prepared for departure

on the next morning, the 1st > f October.

The road w:is uiung th high rocks, and in very narrow

valleys, but in which there were a great number of trees.

Here (hey were led by the old lu.ui in various directions

tliruu^h wild and crairtry places lor seven hours. At length,

about nuon, the valle) opened all at once, and at (lie <lis-

tance ot tive miles tliey saw the Arabian gulf. The sight of

an open horizon, alter the contracted view of a long and

arrow valley, was much welcomed. On rcacliingliie Mliore,

they plunged into the sea like the crocodiles into the Nile,

and fou.id that a bathe after a long journey was very refresh-

ing. They had no time to lose, as their biscuit, as they

calculated, vould last only seventeen days, and not an hour

longer.

In some rocks that lay at the foot of the mountains facing

the Red Sea, they saw several mines of sulphur, but it wai> a

doubt whether their produce would be advantageous, owing

to their situation. They are near the sea, but the convey

-

ance by land to the Nile would prevent any benefit from (lie

speculation. They made some r<-p:ist on some shell-ti^h>

which abound in great quantities along the coast. Tlie large

periwinkles are excellent, and, when young, are very ten-

der and delicious, p.irticularly to a hungry man. Some of

them weighed half a pound, and part of the tail was quite

delicate, though the white, or upper part, is rather tough.

'I'he guide met with an acqiiRintanne of his who lived by

catching fish, nut far from this spot. His only liabitadon
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ooi\<«iitcd of a tent four t'eet lii^li, and five feel wide ; and

liiii wife, a daus;liter, and a young man, her husband,

formed the whole feinily.

Their mode of fishing is somewhat strange ; they throw

in tiie water a piece of the trunk of a dooint tree, perhaps

ten or twelve feet long, at eacli end of whicii is a piece of

wood in an horixontai direction, so as to prevent tlie tree

from turning round ; at one of tlie ends a small pole is stuck

upright to serve as a mast, on the top of which there is a

Dicee of wood liorizontaily fastened as that below. A woollen

shawl thrown over it, and fastened nt each end, and to the

piece of wood horizontally fastened below, forms a kind of

siil, and two fishermen mount on the large trunk like on

horseback, and l)y means of a cord, attached to tlie middle of

the sail, they take the wind more or less as is required.

Hut it is only when the wind blows either from north or

south that suci) a contrivance can serve; fur if it blows from

the east they cannot set off their boat from the shore, or if it

blows from the west it will blow them too fur out to sea.

When the fishermen are at some distance from the shore, it

was not clearly seen by what means the rest of the operation

is executed ; but it seemed that they darted their long thiu

spear at the fish when they happened to see any, and by

these means they procured their subsistence. On their re-

turn they brought lour fish, each of about six pounds weight,

and one foot six inches long ; they were of a strong blue siU

vered colour ; their fins, head, and tail red ; and their teeth,

which are only four, arc tpiitc flat and out of their mouths.

They had very large scales, and their form not unlike the

benne of the Nile. It would seem that the Egyptians must

have had a knowledge of this fish, as it is so clearly seen in

their hieroglyphics, and in the new tomb of Psammuthis

some are painted exactly as they are in reality. They are

exceedingly good, have very few bone:^, and very large galls.

On the Olh, in the morni , they ascended a high moun«

tain to view the coast as far as they could, and tiic^ MW
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that it ran in n straight tlirectiuii towards the louth-east.

Early on the 6th, the camels arrived with a load of iresU

water, and it was well tliey did so, for their thiri>t was in-

creased, not only from the scarcity of water, but by thn

shell-fish which they had found and eaten abundantly; an

inconvenience which the fishermen had not to contend with,

being accustomed to the bitter water of a well not far off.

They now divided their caravan into two parties ; and aent

nil the lui^gage, culinary articles, the soldier, the Greek

servant, and the best part of the camels, to a spring of run-

ning water in the mountains of Amuse, there to wait till

Mr. Belzuni and his companions returned. They took as

mucit water as tliey could, and formed a |>arty, consisting of

Mr. Beecliey, Mr. Belzoni, a Greek servant, four drivers,

and the two Arab buys brought from Gournou, with five

camels in all.

T ey SL-t (ilV in llie morning, and went along the coast

till they arrived at l]l Whady Abghsoon, near the mines uf

El Kubrite, or sulphur, and on the south-west were the

mountains of Ilamata. He observed the coast all the way,

and took its direction. On the road they met some iicher-

men. When they saw the party at a distance, they left

their tents and marched off towards the mountatns. On ar-

riving at their tents, they found some excellent fish just

roasted, which, no doubt, these people had made ready for

their sujiper. They partook of their meal, and left some

money in payment, on the top uf a water jar, and continued

theirjourney. For two days they had been troubled with the

winds from the east, blowing strong and resembling the

siroccos of Italy, so that all their nerves were relaxed.

During this time, every thing was wet, and at night there

was an excessive heat, and the atmosphere quite covered

with clouds; fortunately it changed after two dayu, and the

north wind dissipated all. Had it lasted longer, they coulJ

not have proceeded on their journey. At night they stopped

at a well of bitter water.
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On llic 7(!i, llii-y M'l I'll' I'. Ill) Id sfc (he mines of El Kc-

(piitf, or Mil|»luir, as tlit-y were not out ut tlicii- loml. I lify

never were produt'livc , hut wliat little lliey ii,:iy iiave ut-

|iiril>'(|, it nppeiired tliat llie unciiMits liiid emi led cnlir' ly

iiw.iy, NO lliat they lell tliein exiiiiusted like tliii-,e (d \\\r.

ein<>ridd!i.

On tilt' 6tli, ciiii) ill ihe inoniinif they set idl', iiid lui>

lioiirs idler, snw the M'ii iil a dist;iiiee, and wen! Dver a

verj eMeiisive |)laiii. Al aliuiit nnon tiuy a|i|»i().K lied the

sea, very thirsty, and regaled the;iiselves Hiiii a little wa-

ter; and al one o'clui-k arrived on the shore. i lies ariived

ull at oiieo on one oj lliose moles ol ruins wliieli show i!n'

spot oranciftit towns, so olt(!n seen in K<j;\ \)t. i hey enteiii',

and at once saw the rei^ular sitnatnnis ol tlie iioiises ; llie

iiiaiii streets, their eoiistruetioii, and in the centre, asiiKill

fclgy|>tian tem|)le, nearly eovered hy the sand, us well as

the insides ol' tiie lionses ; and their wonder increased in

examining tiie materials with which the Imusos were Imill.

They could see nothing but coral, roots, nia(ire|>iire, and

several petrifactions of sea-weeds, &c.

The temple is Imill of a kind of soft, calcareous, and

••andy stmie, hut tiecayed much by the air of the sea. The

situation of this town is delightful. The open sea before it

i<j on the east, and from the southern coast to the point of tiic

ca|ie is like an amphitheatre of mountains, except an open-

ing on the north-west plain. 'I'hc Cape el Gulahen extends

its point nearly opposite the town on the east, and forms a

shelter for large ships from the north and north-west winds.

Ilighl opposite the town there is a very luie harbour entirely

made by nature ; its entrance is on the north ; it is guarded

on the east by a neck of incrusted rock, on the south by Ihe

hind, and on the west by the town ; tlie north side being co-

\ered by the range of mountains whiidi forms the cape, pro-

tects the harbour also, its entrance has been tleep enough

for small vessels, such as the ancients had at those times,

but no doul»t was deeper, it has at present a bar of saad

F. V ;>7 4M
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Dcruss, so tilut nolhiiiir could filter at low water ; but a pas-

tinge couU\ he easily cut, and tlie harbour rendered useful.

They conclutled this to he the nereniee deserii)eil hy Pliny,

and laid down by D'Aiiville; it nearly agreed with tlie situ-

ation where it was marked on the na|) ; hut in order to ascer-

tain with more accuracy, they resolved to venture by going

hall'a day higher towards the south. The town is, in brca<ltli,

from north to south, 1000 i'u-et, and in length, from east to

west, 2000 feet. The temjile seems to he in construction

aceoriliu:; to the Egyptian style, and they imagined that if

the Greeks had built it they had taken their plnns from this

ancient people, as they had lioiie in many other things. It

is one hundred and two feet long, and lorty-lhret! feet wide;

it contains four chambers, one on each side of the sekosand

ctlla, and two in the great hall in the front.

It was three days since they had eaten any thing hut dry

biscuit anil water, exce).t the fish found at the lishermen's

hut. On the morning ol" the !)th, before the sun rose, they

net the little IVIussa to ligging. lie was one uf the Arab

boys brouglit from Lioiirnou. He hud no spade, hut witlia

shell or caipiille, he worked veiy well, as it was only soft

sand.

The boy had excavated about four feet of sand close to

the norlh-eiist corner of the cclla, and thi^y saw that the

temple was Kgyptian. The part of llie wall which was dis-

covered was adoriK-d with Egyptian sculpture in basso re-

lievo, and well executed. They could Aec three figures, two

feet three inches high. The remaining part of the wall was

covered with hieriiglyphics, &.c. In the same hole the hoy

iound |)ai't of an Egyjitinn tablet covered v^illi hieroglyphics

uiid figures. It is a kind of a reddish pudding-stone or

breccia, not belonging to the rocks near that place. Thry

took It away as a memoiaiidum of having seen an Egyptian

teiuple on the coast uf the Red Sea ; a circumstance that, At

yet, no antiquarian has had any idea of. Tlie plain tliat

•urrounds this town is very ottn-iive : the nearest ^wini tv
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(he niountunis uiiich furiii tlie cri ^ctiil in about live iniit'S

on (he west of it. Oii (lie north, tlie iiionnlain is about

twelve mill's distant, and on the south iifteen. All the plain

i>, inclined to vegelati m, such as a sandy soil can produce
;

hut, in particular, the lower part of it towards the sea is

perpctu.illy iiiuist, and would produce, if cultivated, pas-

ture; for camels, sheep, and other anini.iU. This uioisiuri!

is naturally |)roduced by the dump of the sea, \\lii(h is very

strong when it happens. The upper part of the |d.iiti is not

so da:ii|), and would be perhaps more pro(lu('ti\e of dry

plants.

The houses were not so extensive as they are built at this

(liiy. It was the custom of those people to live close to each

other. The largest houses were about forty feet in length,

and twenty in breadth ; souie were smaller ; the scjuare of

•2000 feet would contuiu lUOO houses ; but, as there were

spaces of ground without buildings, whicli may be reckoned

half the town, Mr. Helxoni counted them to be only '200U.

These people had no need of great sheds to i)ut coaches,

chariots, or any other luxuiious lumber. Their cattle and

camels lay always in the open air, as they still do in all lliestf

countries: nor had they extensive manufactories. The only

niassy buildings for their commerce coulil be but a few store-

houses, nor could the narrow lanes, which were in use in

those lii'.ies!, occupy much of the ground. lie calculated

thai, with the houses out of town, wliicli are scattered about

in groups here and ihere, the pujiulation of that port must

have exceeded 10,000 inhabitants : a town which even at

this day would be reckoned considerable, if situated on that

coast, as a port for commerc e with India. He observed als(»

some of liie tinnhs dug in the nearest lower rocks, of a kind

ol' soft or caK .ueons stone, which are the only ones on the

plain near the town on the western side. They left the spoi

before the evening of the same day, in consequence of the

want of water; and, as the camel-drivers had nearly lost

their patience, they gave them half-u-pint each, and conli-

1 .M :
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iiKi-il iluirruail luwuitU tlie iiHniiilaiii uii tliu iicitli-uisil,

uitli (III' linn iiileiitioii uf retiiniii)); preparod to scriitinisc

the \vli(ilt> ot'tliusc ruins.

Tlu; 20{\\, lliey set off, and |iast>(Hl tliroiii^ii a wide plain.

As tlicy left the inoiiiitain, and arrived at llabookrooi^, a

piaif iliat appears to l)e at tlic entrance of llie chain ol inonii-

t.iiii> lliat h'uds to llie Nile, Uie camels were so tired thiy

could hardly crawl : llicy had lost three on the road, and

one they expected would not lu»t lont^. It is dillicult to

i'orni II correct idea of u desert without having been in one
;

it is an endl«-ss plain of sand and stones, sonietiines inter-

mixed wiihuiounttiins of all sizes and liei(rhts, without roads

or shelter, without any sort of produce for food. The few

scallired trees and shruhs of thorns, that only appear when

the rainy season leaves some moisture, barely serve to feed

wild animals, and a few birds. Kvery thiiijj is left to na-

ture ; the wanderiiii; inhabitants do not care to cultivate

even these lew |)lanls, and when liiere is no more of them

in one place, they go to anoliier. \A lien llie trees hccoine

old, and losi; (heir vegetation in such climates as these, the

sun, whicii cunstantly beams upon them, burns and reduces

ihem to ashes. 'I'he other smaller plants have no sooner

risrii out of the earth than tbey are drietl up. and all take

the colour of straw, with the exception of the plant harack ;

this falls oil' before it is dry. Speaking of a desert, there

are few springs of water, some of them at the distance of

four, six, or i'ii^hl days journey fioni one anullier, and not

all of sweet w.iter ; on the contrary, it is generally salt or

hitter, so that if the thirsty traveller drinks of i(, it increases

his thirst, and he sutlers more th.in before ; but when the

dreadful calamity happens that liie next well, which is anx-

iously soiii^'hl for, is found dry, the misery ol >uch A sitiUl-

timi cihiiot bo well described. The camels, w hich ali'ord

(he only inc ui^ ol escape, ar(; so thirity tli.it they cannot

proceed (o another woll ; ami if the traveller'- kill them to
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PKtriict till' liltl<- li(|iii(l wliii'li iriiiiiiii> in tlicir stoiii.iclis, llicy

lli(Mii'<<'iv('s cuiinot itdvanct? any furtlicr. Tlie situatimi iiiiist

be (licadliil, iind admits of no ri'somcc.

IVIaiiy |U'risii victims ol' In- most horrible thirst. It in

then Ihnt the viiln.- id' a flip of vvaliT is really ftdt. lie that

\r,\9 i\ ziiizitliia of it is the richest of all. In stich a cabC

there is no distinction ; il (he master lias none, the servant

will not ^ive it to him, for very few are the instances where <i

man will volniitaiily lose his life to save that of another, par-

ticularly in a earavHii in (lie desert, where people are st'ui

gers to each o'!<er. What a situation for a man, though u

rirh one, perhaps the owner of all thecarnvans ! He is dy-

in,'.' 'or a cu|) of water—no one gives it to him—he offers all

lie possesses—no one luMrs him—they are all dyini;—lhoui;li

Ity walking a few hours farther they iiiighl he saved,— (he

camels are lying down, and cannot he made to rise—no one

has strength to walk—only he that has a glass of that pre-

cious liquid lives to walk a little further, and perhaps dies

too. If the voyages on sea are dangerous, so are those in

(lie deserts : at sea, the i)rovisions very often fail ; in the

desert it is worse: at sea, storms are met with, >:•. 'he (!<•-

sen there cannot he a greater storm than to iind a dry well :

at sea, one meets with pirates—we escape—we surrender

—

or die ; in (he desert they roh the traveller of all his properly

and water; they let him live perhaps—hut what a life! to

(lie the most harharoiis and ai'^oiiisiiig death. In short, to

be thirsty in a desert, without water, exjiosed to the burn-

ing sun, without shelter, and no hopes of lindiii;; either,

is the most teriihie situ ilion that a man can he |)laced in,

and, pcrhajis one of the greatest sull'ei iiii;s tliat a liu-

inan being can sustain : the eyes g.MW iiillamed, the tongue

and lips swell ; a hollow sound is heard in (he ears, which

brings on deafness, and the brains ajipear to grow thick and

iiirtaiiii-d :— iill lliest' feelings arise from the want of a little

water. In (he midst ofull this misery, the deeei'lul inirngfs

ipp(-;ir befoie I'.ie traveler iil no great distance, soiiiethini;
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like a lakii or river of clear fresh water. The deception of

this |iheiioiiienon is well known, as is mentioned hefore ; but

it does not fail to invite the loni^injf traveller towards (hat

eleiiicnt, and to ptit him in r( inenihrance of the hnppiiie>4s

of beinijf on such a spot. If percluince a traveller is not nii-

deceivcd, he hastens his pace to reach it sooner ; the more

he advances towartls it, the more it <^oes from him, till at

last it vanishes entirely, and tlie deluded passens^er often

asks where is the water lie saw at no great distance ; he Ciin

scarcely believe that he is so deceived ; he protests that lie

saw the waves running; before the wind, and the reflection of

the high rocks in the water.

If, unfortunately, any (nie falls sick on the road, there is

no alternative; he must endure the fatigue of traxelling on

a camel, which is troublesome even to healthy peojile, or

he n)ust be left behind on the sand, without any assistance,

and remain so till a slow death comes to relieve him. What

horror ! What a proceeding to an unfortunate sick man !

No one remains with him, not even his old and faithful ser-

vant; no one will stay and die with him ; all pity his fate,

htit no one will be his companion. W hy not stoji the whole

c.uavan till he is better, or ilo what they can for the best till

he dies ? No, this delay cannot be ; it would put all in dan-

ger of perishing of thirst if they do not reach the next well

in such II time ; besides, they are ull din'erent parties gene-

rally of merchants or travellers, who will not oidy refuse to

put themselves in danger, but will not even wait a few hours

to save the life uf an individual, whether they know him

ur not.

In contrast to this evil, there is the luxury of the «leserf,

and also its sport, which is generally at the well ; there one

enjoys all the delight of drinking as much water us one likeit,

which tastes not unlike cordials or other precious liquors,

with the others in that situation. The b(MSts, mixed with

birds, drink together close to tlie well. Ther!' is a kind of

bu^iin made of cby which i^ lilhd up hy the drivers, froiu
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(he well, wliere tlie thirsty nnimuls all iliiiik together, ca-

mels, sheep, dogs, donkeys, and birds, as it is tlie only tiaie

(hey can partake of that liijuid; for in some places if it is not

drawn up from the well, they cannot reach it. The travel-

liTS only saw four species of birds, viz. the vulture, crow,

wild pigeon, and partridge ; of this last they eat some, and

found th«?in exceedingly good : tl»e crows are the most nu-

merous; they t3ize the camels by pecking their wounds, if

they have any. The other and most pleasing diversion is

the beautiful damsels who come as shepherdesses to water

their Hocks, who after being assured that there is no dan-

ger in approaching strangers, become very sociable.

They set off at two in the morning of (he 2(h\\, and, be-

fore noon, reached the well at llamesh, containing very

good water. Here they lost another camel; he could not

go any farther.

Early on the 23d, they proceeded, and arrived at the first

well ; the water of this place tasted very bad on going

u|), but it appeared |)rctty good on tbeir return. In the

night they arrived at the Nile, and having been long de-

prived of good water made them sensible of tiie superio-

rity of that of the river over the wells they had been accus-

tomed to.

The place they now reached on the Nile was a few miles

north of that where they had entered in the desert op|iosilc

Elfou, and a little south of Eleithia^^. The road all alon;;'

the valley undoubtedly was a conimuniealion between that

town and Herenice, and on the east to the emeri' mmihs.

It is not to be wondered at that the (own of Eleithias must

have been of some consequence, as there is all the probalii-

lity of cott.U'Tie having been carried on there ; there is still

a landing-place, which evidently proves the loading and

unloading of boats for that jiurpose ; and this pl.iee niu^t

liivc been more frequented by the caravans from the sei

than Coptus, as it is a s<imcx\iiiU '•horliT Journey to the Nile.

On iheir way tlown the Nile it was pleahiufj so see the
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ilitrerciicc of the country ; all l\ic lands tliat were nncler wa-

ter bj'l'ore were now not only dried up, hut wore nlrendv

sown; the muddy villages carried <>IV hy (lie rnpid current

were all rebuilt ; the fences o|)ened ; the FellHhs at work in

the fields ; and all wore a different as|)ecf. It was only fil-

teeiidays since the water had retired, and in (jiat periml it

decreased more than eii{ht feet. It is not so every yenr :

when the Nile increases slowly, it decreases also in ilif

same manner ; this is in consetiuence of the alnindi ncf or

scarcity of rain which falls during the rainy season in Aliy-^-

sinia.

riie natives rather prefer the raj)id rising of IheNih-, ter

it covers more space of land, so that it be not too mueli, iis

was the case this year ; and if the water remain eight days

over it, it does as much good as if it continued twenty. |}y

this time the drowned people were forgotten, and the only

calamity remaining was the scarcity of j)rovisions anionii

the Fellahs. The Nile had taken away their stock, and

the CacheHs were only busied in procuring grain for seed

In all such cases the poor labourer is the last thought of.

Mr. Belzoni now proceeded again to the island of Philne

to remove the great obelisk from thence to Alexandria. He

met with much opposition. The greatest diflienlty was to

persuade the Reis, or captain of the shallal, to undertaken)

launch the boat down the cataract with the obelisk on boiird.

The water was very low at that time. However, the ])ro-

mise of a good present, and half of the money in his hands,

mollified the captain, and he promised that he would accoin-

|)lish the undertaking. There was some dilliculty at first in

removing the obelisk from its oriu;inal station ; but once put

on its way, it soon caii"» to the water-side. The |)edestal

was rather more troublesome ; owing to its souare form, it

was almost buried under the rubbish ; and as they had no

tackle whatever, and very little wood, it retarded the work

one or two days.

Just as the ob( lisk was ready to be embarked, the foilow-
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ing accident Ii;ij)|)('1h;(I, \\liicli was ciitiiely owiiif; to neglect,

by trustiiiij ti sinifle inanceuviH to some wlio sj)eak more

timn tlicy can execute. IMr. Belzoni left tlie care to others

«)(' niakin;;' a sort of temporary l)ier of larjje blocks of stones,

wliiln he examined a ccrlai;; passat^e in tlie cataract wlierc

tlie lioat was to be taken iip empty, and launched down

when ioadiMl. On his return, tlie |)ier a|>|)eare(l quite stron{r

enciiigh to bear at least forty timi.'s the weight it had to sup-

port ; but, alas! when the obelisk came {gradually on from

the slopiim bank, ami all the wel;;lit rested on it, the pier,

with the obelisk, and some of the men, took a slow move-

iTieiit, nn(! sunk into the liver.

i\lr. Belzoni observeil that the stones which v/ere to

serve as u foundation on the slupinrr bank had been only laid

on the surface of il, so that naturally the weight of the

obelisk must have carried it, or rather pressed down into

the Nile. The obelisk was still peepiiii^ a little out of the

water : the labourers were of various humours ; some were

sorry, not lor the obelisk, which was no loss to them, but

for the loss of what they mis;ht have gained in future ope-

rations ill passing it down the cataract, and others were

laughing, at seeing the evident disappointment expressed

on many countenances. The obelisk is one single piece of

granite of twenty-two feel in Itiinth, and two in breadth at

the basis. It is about the height of that in St. George's

Fields, but of a stone of a much heavier (juality.

Having determined to take the obelisk U]), he ordered

the men to come the next morning, and sent to Assouan

that evening to fetch some rojjes if possible. The two

next (lays were employed in raising the obelisk.

A great n"' •.'
..i stones were now brought to the water-

side. Sev( ral men entered (he wnler, and raised a licnp of

stoi.es on the hide of the obelisk o|iposif' th." sliori', to form

a solid bed for the bjvers to rc^t u|ii)ii. The levers were

then placed uiidrr ilic cii? li^K, one ni the iiasi;^, mid lie

otiiir i;ear the leiioing point, so thai l)y (lie pressure of the

V. \. 27. i N
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lovers. tli<' «)l)clisk must turn round upon ila axi^ ; die mnn

eiiuKi ii>>> i-iit down tlio lever under wnler .is ili.-y do on

shore, t>'i' 'ty sciuiny,' tlieuiselves on llie exirtMUity of the

levers. i!"i jiris^me <•{' (licir own weiijiii pro(l(i( id tlie ef-

fect. 'I \vt roiics v.ere piissi'd uiid<'r the obelisk : the end

whii'h Wiis (Vom uiid.r it wus I'.istent d to some ilaie-trees,

which h;i|i|!en( tl to he on the hmk, ;uid to the tinis which

came from ahovc v\cre as iiiany ineo ]tut as wen- Mitiieient.

At the tide (d the levers were some i^ood diver-i, \\lio were

reidy lo put lari^e stones under the ohelisk when il rose, so

that it inia,ht not return hack to its ioriner situalimi. When

the men »t the rojie hei^an to pull, and the divers lo

mount on tlie extremities of tise levers, the oiielisk rose

on the side opiiosile the hank ; and wiien the levers were to

be remr cd, the ohelisk was iiro|)j)e<l by stones niKhM" it.

It was thus risen so that its own weight caused it to move

round at each turn till it came quite on dry ground, which

was elFeeted in less than two days.

Mr. Belzoni continued his operation, and put the obelisk

on hoard, by means of a bridge of |)alm-trees, thrown from

across the boat to the land under the obelisk, which was

now turned on the bridge, and entered on board : when in

the centre of the boat, he removed the trees from under it;

and no sooner was this done than they set oit' with the obe-

lisk for the Marada, to have it rcadv to he launched ilown

the cataract on the iu>xt morning.

Next morning all was ready for the dangerous operation

of passing the cataract with the ohelisk. At this place is

the greatest lull, or rather descent, of water in the cataract.

When the inundation is half high in the Nile, it is a coluinn

of water of about tliree hundred yards in length, which falls

n an anule of twenty and twenty-live degrees among ro( ks

and stones, which project out in various tlirections. 'I'he

boat was hrouglilto the margin of tin- cascade; a stroniE^

rope, or rather a small <ahle, v^.i^ alt.iched to a large tree,

tneend of uldch was |iasHed thruugii the beams ol the boa ,
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80 as to be slackened or slo|)|)e(l at pleasure. In ilie boat

there were only five men ; and on tin; rocks, on each side of

the ciiscade, a number of others in various places, with

ropes attiichfd to the boat, so as to put it either on one side

or the other, as it required, tn prevent its running aj^ainsl

the stones; for if it should be touched in the smallest de-

force, with such a weij^ht on board, and in such a raj)id

stream, the boat could not escape bein;^- dashed to pieces.

The cable, which was borrowed from a merchant-boat in

Assouan, was [iretty strong, but not sullicient to stop the

lioat in its course, in case it should be in danger of running

iigainst a rock. It was only sullicient to check its course

down ; nor could the boat have been stopjyed in such a situ-

ation, for in that case the water would run over the boat,

and sink it instantly. Under these circumstances, all de-

pended on the dexteri(y of the men who were posted in va-

rious parts to pull or slacken according as necessity retjuired.

Mr. Belzoni did nut fail to use all the pi'rsu.ision possible,

;ind promises of bakshis to the wild ])e(iple, as they are

called, but who on this occasion, were as steady as so many

pilots. The ileis, of whom be had hired (he hoat, was al-

most out of his senses, thinking it would be certainly lost.

The poor fellow had engaged his vessel merely b'cause it

happened that his trade failed ; and be was in Assouan for

some time without hope of getting a cargo, an I h.id in-

curred debts, which coniined him there, and he would have

'leen glad of any freight to get out ; but when he saw the

(lai his boat was in, he cried like a child, and liei;ged

i\lr. Belzoni would relincjuisb his ohjict, ami return his

bout safe to Irm. But when he saw the vessel on the point

of being launched, he threw himself with his face to the

ground, and did not rise till all was out of danger. Hav-

ing seen that all was ready, the signal to slacken the cable

was given. It was a grand sight. The boat took a course

which may hi; reckoned at (he rate of twelve miles an hour.

Accordingly, the men on laml shuKeiieil the rope; .tnil «t
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the distance ul' oiu: liuiidred yiii'<ls (lie bout came in contact

witli an eddy, xvliicli, liciitiiii;- iiirairist u rock, retuiiicd to-

wards tlie vessel, and liel|)e(i niueli to slop its course. The

men on llit; side pulled the hoal out of the direction of that

rock, and it continued its course, i^radually diniinishinir ilt)

rate, till it rtMclied the bottom of the cataract, and was out

of dangler. The labourers altogether seemed pleased ut the

good succ(!ss of tlie ultejnpt, even independently ol iIk; in-

terest they mii^lit derive from it ; and it is not vei y oiten

that such feeJini^s enter into the bosoms of these |)eo|ile.

The Reis of the bo;it had joy expressed in his coiintenunce,

as may easily heimau;ined, and they arrived safe at Assouan

the same day shortly afterwards.

3Ir. Belzoni now resolved to return to Europe, and hav-

ing put ail things in readiness, and all the models of the

tombs being embarked, lie took the celebrate<l sarcophai^us

nut of the tomb and put it in a strong case. The valley it

had to pass to reach the Nile is rather uneven for more thiiii

two miles, and one mile of good soft sand and small pebbles.

He had it conveyed on rollers all the way, and safely put

on board.

It was on tiie 27th of January, 1819, when they left

these truly magnificent ruins, and arrived at Cairo on the

18th of February. At Cairo they only stopped a few days,

and continued the voyage to Rosetta; there they landed

the various pieces of antiquity, the obelisk, the sarcopha-

gus, and the cover of another sarcopliagus. It liad been

thrown from its sarcophagus when it was forced open, an<l

being reversed it remained buried by the stones, and unno-

ticed by any visitor. IMr. Relzoni cleared oil" nil the stones,

and on examination of tlu> under part, found that it was a

line figure, larger than life, in alto relievo, and, exce])t the

loot, all the rest was (piiie perfect. Having re-emb.'.rUeil

all these articles again oti hoard of a <ljerin, they came li'

Ahxanilria w'.th a firm iniciitiou to set olF with the first Oji-

portuni' .
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Haviiif^ liowi'vii, I'loiii ciiciiiiist.ui(.'L's, lo icmuiii loiitffr

tluiii he expected, lie lescilved to Uikf ;i journey to tlie Oiisis

of Aiiiiuoii. lie left Ilosetta on tin- tiOtli, and arrived at

Henisouef on the 29.h of A|)ril, 1819. lie took a Sicilian

(servant, wlioin he hired in AU'Mindriu, us Ids Irish lad had

taken the o|)|ior( unity ol retnrnin;^ to England I'rom Jeru-

salem with Mr. Lejfh. lie took, also, a flloorish Hadj^e,

who was on his return from Mecca, and hegijed to he taken

on board atCiene. As he was a Iladije or piljjriui, his com-

pany woulil be of some S(!rvice ; and he proved very useful.

At Ik-nisouef they jirocured some donkeys to take them and

a little provision as far as the lake Mopris.

On the 29th of April they set oil", and directed their

course through a vast plain of cultivated land, of corn and

other products of the country. This plain is all under wa-

ter at the time of the inundation, excepting the scattered

villages, which stand elevated, and appear like so many

islands daring that time. About fifteen miles from the Nile,

the chain of mountains on ihe west are but low. They

open and form a valley into the Faioum ; and it was at this

entrance that they arrived on the first night of their journey.

The Bahr Yousef passes into the centre of this valley, and

enters, in various serpentine directions, into the Faioum.

They look their station under some date trees near the

water, about two miles from the first pyr miid. Here, after

a slight repast, they went to sleep on their usual bed, a

mattress, thin enough to serve as a saddle when folded up,

but, when laid on a mat or on the ground, alFording as good

a bed as any traveller ought to expect. The Sicilian ser-

vant, the Moorish lladge, and the donkey-drivers, kept

watch in their turn ; and it was arranged so, that Uiis sys-

tem shouM he observed during the whole of their journey.

On the 30th, they set off before sunrise, and soon arrives

attheiirst pyraTnid. It is composed of sun-lurnt bricka,

and stand' on a liiy:li ground at the fool of a hill on thi:

1101 thfM n -.ide of the valley Its IiumIs is covereil round with
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sand nnd stunoj, out uf wliicli il rises siKty t'uct, hut its

ori|;iiiiil lioiirlii inui,t iiuve l).-i>ii abi)V(> sevcMity, as the top

has been thrown down. Th»; basis above tlie sand is fiijhty

feet. IMr. IJelxoiii sisfendi'd tlie (jyiMMiid, and from the top

could see the whole vii ley, and the entrance into the Faiouin.

On the west, at only two hours' walk di>tan('e, was another

pyramid, situated on a hiuer i^rDiirKl ; conseniiently it a])-

peareil less hiij;h. Further to the west, was Medinet El

Faiouni, whicli stands on the ruins oi'annent Arsiiioe, and

has a respectable appiaranci' at a distance.

They set ofl' for the temple, named Cassar el Ilaron,

about three miles from a lake, stan(iin<^ in the midst uf

the ruins of a town, of which there is a track of the wall to

be seen, and the foundations of several Uouses and other

small temples. There are fragments uf columns, and blocksof

tone of a middling siie. The temple is in good preservation,

excepting in the upper part : it is of a singular construction,

and differs somewhat from the Egyptian. There are no

hieroglyphics either inside or out, and only two figures on

the wall on the western side of the upper apartments, one of

which he took for Osiris, and tin" otiier for Jupiter Ainmon.

In the front of this temple there is a semicircular pilaster at

each side of the door, and two pilasters attaelu'd to the wall;

but the exterior workmanship is evidently of a later date

than the temple. Part of the town is covered with sand.

On the east side of it there is something like a gateway, in

ati octangular form, and at a little distance; there is a Greek

chapel, elevated on a ])latl'orm, with cellars under it.

After having taken a proper view of the temple and of the

town, they went to see the small Creek chapi'l, aeeompanied

by the two boatmen ; nnd as there was no a|)|)earance of any

danger, Mr. lielzoni left his gun and |)istols in the temple,

but ha<l nesriy suffered for his temerity ; for just as he wan

moui\ting tlie few steps that lead to the platCoriu of the small

ehiipel, a large hyena rushed fniin the ap irtnients beneath

the fhapt'l. The auimiil st(i!))U(l tlirei; or four yards from
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hiiii, and then Isirncd round as if determined to attack him
;

hut it appeiirfd on second tliouj^lits to have rclintjuished its

intent, and alter h;ivina: shown its pretty teeth, tjate a iii-

deous roar, and set olli^aiioping as fast as it could.

On the morniiiij oI'lMay 5, they took the road on the west

side of the lake, and saw the site of a town named El Ha-

man, of wliicli nolhini; now remains but scattered |)iece8 of

brick and part of a hath. This place is situated full forty

feet above the luke, and the n;iound all round was covered

willi small shells such as cockles, small conchilios, and

olhers not unlike jjeriwinkles. They returned al'ltirwards on

the east on the same day, and passed several ancient vil-

liiijes, built of sun-burnt bricks. At a place named Terza,

31 r. Helzoni observed several blocks of white stone and red

granite, which evidently must have been taken from edifices

of greater magnitude than what had ever stood there. He
could not see the smallest appearance of an edifice, either

an the ground, or any appearance from under it ; but he

observed all through that part of the country a great num-

ber of stones and columns of beautiful colours, of white

marble and of granite. These pieces were scattered about

for the space of several miles, some on the road, and some

in the houses of the Arabs, and others put to various uses in

the erection of huts, &c.

They continued their journey in a direction puriilUl

with the lake, through several villages, woods of piilm and

other fruit trees, and well cultivated lands, and at sunset

arrived at Fedmin el Kunois, which means the Place of

Churches : it stand on a high mound of earth and rubbish,

and has evidently been rebuilt on other ruins. Ti is divided

into two parts by a small canal from the IJahr Yousef. One

side of the town is inhabited by Christian Cojits, and the

other by Ulahomedans ; and though the two religions offi-

ciated almost in sight of each other, they never interfered

in eaclt other's rights. The poor Copts were deslilufe of ilio

principal iiit.His ol idticiiting (heir children ; and the only
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ivlereiu't ilit-y had to tiie litcs iil ilu- (.'liristi;iii ^cli^i{)I) wa*

an "Itl book of munuscripts, copii'il IVom (lie IM)le ; hut oven

this was kp|)t asi the only relic tlicy h ul. Mr. Bi-l/nni say*

if lie had pjsst-ssfd an Arabic Bible or 'rcjitaincni he iiiighl

have become a threat man aiiioni; lliem, iWid states his won-

der thill the Wissioiiarius of tlie Hilile Society, wlio had

hUely visited Eitypt, omitted this iilaco, heiiiij^ a noted

Christian toiM!.

A yomi2,' man of tlie name of litiickhardl, cousin to the

celebrated traveller of that name, went, unjirotected, into

Ei^ypt for the purpose of distributiii;^ Biblen, and was in

conseijuencc |)ersecuted and obliged to lly in great haste.

He went into Syria, but with over fatigue, or perba|is from

the elFects of the climate, be wa>, unable to proceed higher

than Aleppo, where he died.

The tradition of the (own of Fedniin el Kunoia is, that in

ancient times there were on that spot three hundred churches

which were allowed to fall in ruins by the old inhabitants

of the place, and that when the Mahomedans succeeded to

the country, they built the present town on these very three

hundred churches ; for which reason the town is named

Fedmin of the churciies. The story is somewhat strange

and may afford grounds for a indiiern traveller to place the

Ei^yptian Labyrinth in this spot; for, by conceiving that the

three hundred churches were the three hundred cellars of

the Labyrinlb, as mentioned by Herodotus, or by supposinsj

that the father of history meant to say three hundred instiNid

of three thousand, the above cliurches could have been no-

thing less than the old Figypliiin Labyrinth itself. All Ibis

mi^bt pass oil' well enough among the wanderers; but. un-

fortunately, tlhie is jiroof to tlu; contrary, wliicb will d')

av\ay with aiiy sueh_ sujipositioii. The above branch of

tliC B.ihr YouM'f p-,jsses lliroiigb the town, cut not above two

tentui its ago ; and none of the said cliurches ajipearcd in

llic progii ss oi liie excavation throuu'^b tlie, town, which

must hiivu bien the case bad it been buili on the said three
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liundrod cliurclics. llowcvor, iiousillistaiidini; the iiitl.^

tirohahiliiy ihcrc is of the liahyriiith luriii<r in (his plare, it

must have hccii at no j^rcat distanci- from the lake, as thu

•rieat ((uaiitity of iiiatcrialH which is hcatlercil about the coun-

try ha-, evidently belonged to ;H)ine extensive and njileiidid

liiiiKlin<;'.

On liie morning of tin; 7lh Ihcy wc'iit to sec; tiie ruins of

the ancient Arsiiioe. It had been a very lari;o city; but

nothing of it remaiiiL'd, except hi:;h iiiounds id' iiibhisli.

The chief materiuls appear to have been burnt bricks. There

are many ytone edifices, :ind a great nuanlily id" urouglil

tiraiiite. In the present town of Alcdinet were sevi ril IViig-

nii Ills of granite columns, and niher pieces of sculpture, of

;i Miost mngiiifi{;piit tasle.

Having seen all iu> wished in tliis phicc, Mr. IJrlzoni

\Miit to see Ilussuir Bey, who had returned from Cairo.

lie was a native of Circassin, and bought at the usual mar-

ket as a common slave, by the naslinw of lOgypt, who, af-

ter many years' servitude, made him Bey, or guvernor, ol

the finest province of that country. He was nneommonly

civil, and eager to know any thing with wliicii he was uii-

acipiaiiiied ; but, on a])|)lication for a Redovveen i^uide to

conduct ihcni through the ilesert, he said that the; IJedo-

weens were all encaiii|>ed in that part of the province which

was subject to Khalil Bey at Benisouef.

It was (jtiite night before they arrived on the banks of the

Xile; and, as no business could be done that evening, Sir.

ISi'lzoni caused his saddle to be prepared forhis bed, and went

to sleep. I do not know, says he, to what cause it is to be

attributed, but I certainly slept more soundly on the banks

of the Nile, or on the sands of the tlesert, than I ever did

ill any other place, and particularly under a roof.

Mr. Belzoni went to the cotVee-hoiise in the bazar of the

town, the only place of amusement. These places are only

frecjuented by the Turkish soldiers, for though a cui) o|

eoHee is only five paras, little iiii>;e than i hah'pi'iiii), },t it

I*. V. 28. O
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i" nioio tliitii :iii Ar il> <:iii mH'ikI to |ii»y, i»h hi^ y;t'in-r;\l pay

lor liis «lrt\'s laltoiir is only twenty |»iums, lliii'c-|»cii((', ><(i

lliat it is very si-liloni ;iii Aiiil» is to lie seen in (lirsc s|i(mi(|-

tliiill pliicf-. it is s'liiicwliut siniriii.ir to ohsci'vc, ili.it

wliili- tlifsc Ni'MiiTs an- (lrini\in!^ tlicir colVcf, tlicy iissiiiiib

llic Miiiir airs ;iM(l ciiiistMiiicnrc iis tlicir licys. A Ix'cnliaslu',

tlio i»s only in liink witli a sirjcnnl, i^-sucs to tlu! cor|i(inil

tlie order lie rt'Cfivcd (Vom tli'' ("aclifll', in llic saiiii' toiic as

it was delivered to liini ; tlie corporal does so tt) tiie soldier,

who oeeasionally passes it to an Arab in tli'' same; maimer.

On llie niorninif of ilie "jrili ol' .May, Mr. Hdzoni «as taken

to see the seat ol an old tovMi a siiort distance in the soiilli.

As lie tlii>ni;lit li>' i;ii;;lil se^- some iiiseripiMin on the wail,

iMr. nel/oni took Ikiih his puck. I a sm;ill telescope, which,

)t more t!ian two I'cet hmij. Haviiii^wlieii openiM \\ is n>

put it in a ilircction to the upper part of the wall, all tiie peo-

ple tliat were there retired in i;reat precijiitation, and iho

others near were on thi' i>i)inl of doint; the same. An old

man stared at the tch iiid wished to know what li

was about, lie thought it hest to please the (jld man liy

peep. Il(! was shy at first, lint he tookiett in:; liim nave a

It ; and, alter a loiiij examination, jnit it to his eyes. At

last liecaiij;!it tln' focus of the i;lasses, and wns much asto-

nished that the stones of the wall should come so near to

him.

They entered throui;! 11 lK>use into the interior of a temple

;

hut there was lunhiiii;' hut tin? inner |)art ol a wall, whieli

was a|)|)areiitly the vastmust have been the sanctuar All

ruins of a great edifice, covcrc<l with muil cottai^es wliicli

formed the vilhiLje, and the standiii!; part of a temple built

by later nations ; the materials of the former temple bavin:;

been emplojed to erect the latter, but the stone had been

diminished in size.

By this time the principal people of the vdla^e had arrived.

The telescope was what drew their attention at present, and

it w.is banded tVom one to anotli but tmrortuii.ilelv, ulicr
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t'u' first, no oi'i- could sco iiny tliiiii^ ; lie jn'otestiMl (lint ;i

!>i;iiu'li ol" ii (latfvirec, wliit:li wiis :it some distance, came
s,i clono to iiiin Unit it toiiclicd Ids nose. All the rest were

uillin>^ to see this wonder, hut he unwarily had put tlie teles-

cope oil" its focus, consc(iuenlly the others could not see.

\Vliiii |)ut rii^ht a^ain, tiie first that could see exclaimed,

tlml he was close to the tree. I lis pleasure of al-rUl diil not

list iontj, for no sooner did he say that he saw soinethinii;,

tlKin the ijlass was taken from him, and put out of its focus

ii:,Miii. This created sport for more than two hours, and

i\ir. Helzoni then received his tflescope hack ai;nin without

injury. They were so pleased with it and with th.-ir know-

Iril^^e of it, thiit Mr. Helzoui proposed to take a tour round

till' vilkige on the outside of if, and they all ni^reed to ac-

(•(inipany him. They set out with at least half the pcuple. !Mr.

lll/.oni in([uired from some of them, who seemed lo he dis-

liiiM'd to tell any thin|j, if there were any j)laces under ground

any where: they seemed surprised how he shoid.i know of

any places of the kind, and told him that there were iiiiiny

rDUiul the villaije. On iioini-' towards them, lu; perceived

several ton.i)s cut out of the rock. On enterini;- In- found

tliree or four chanihers, in each of whicli were several sarco-

)iiiii!,n of burnt clay i\ith the ummmie^ inside, their foldinif

n>it. so rich or so fine, the linen of u course sort, and liie

corpses without asj)haltum, conseipH'uily not so well pre-

served, Tl.oy are in tireat quantity in each toinh. Many
of the sarcophuiri an^ still in good preservation, hut he

(didd not take any away, n> it would have i>een too gr<Mt a

hurthen for a camel. After a lonj; tour over these tomhs,
tliey returned.

Mr. Helzoni in(iuired if any of them had any articles to

dis](()s(> of, and told them tliat he would i;ive them money
Ml return : nothinif was brought to him of any consequence,
I'idy a broken Cirecian vase of bronze, about ei^dlt inchesi

liitili, of a very curious shape ; and .: small ehernh of (ireek

vvuik, not mure thin tiuee ,.iehe„ lM:;h. During the uiuiu^

i O 2
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in? Mr. nil/.oni wms (akcii mi uwc side l»y (lif Cndv, wlut

wjs micoinmonly polite to liini all this time, lor which atlon-

tioii he could not account : he told him in a few words, tliit

himself, the Sheik Salem, and his father, had made up tlicir

minds to offer him to remain there with them, that he should

become a Maiioiiiedaii, and tliat a cfreat feast woul«l be made

on his account on the day of the lestival of ;hat ceremony;

that he bhould partake of part of their lands, and if he knew

how to introduce some new produce, it would be all to his

own advanti>!j;<' ; and lastly, that he mi^ht choose four wives

from an)<)ii<r tlx ir own dauu^liters, aiul that he should lie

liappy there without cjoinj^ aliotit so much after stones. lie

had net a little dinicidty to i^et himself out of this scrajie.

He left the Cady, {rivinif him hojies that he would return

Koon, and tlien, t)erhaps, his mind mit^ht he more inclined

to stop there and marry ; hut, for the present, he could not

leave all the rest of his affairs ^t Cairo unsettled. Ilis Si-

cilian servant was a'.tacked aj ,o at the same time, but he got

off in a more speedy way ; he promised them, ihat as soon

as ln' had aecon panied his iimployers to Cairo, he wonid

return immediately, and stay there with them all the rest ol

his life.

A fea-i of rice calinu' was kept in conse«iuence of the deatii

of a man K'lated to Sheik Ihriihim, the l.indlord of the house

wliere lii- was, and who was taken to he buried just before.

No sooner was the eatin;^ ended, than the most tremendous

noise issued from the outer doors ; it was the; widow of tlie

deceased, who retorned home, accompanied with all llie

rest til 1I1.J uiiitrons of die village, all in threat ujiroar.

On tile next day the widow who had buried her husbnnd

came and seated hersc-lf near IMr. IJelzo'ii, sobbini^, as lie

supposed, for the loss of her liusi)and. The Sicilian seivniit

tried to persuade iier to hear her loss patiently ; but she eon-

(iniieii sobbiu!^ : at last she said, that none but IMr. nelz(Mii

(•uld restore tiei to h;i|)|iiinss, and that she hoped that he

uniiid ih'l 11 In.-' III. !lu' l.i\ '111 \l I i-t lie abkcd wiiat
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. iu \\;iii(.'<l. Sill' sukI, tli;it sin- s;i\v limi writiiii.'; mai^ic,

ii'id tici;!icii lie would write fwo |)ioces of piiper—one to get

aniitlier liusband, as soon as possible, and the otiier to make

ii'ic of fur the same purpose if he sliould die. He endea-

voured to persuade her that lie was not in posses>ion of ma-

Tic ; hut siie would not he convinced, and went away much

(Ijsph'ascd.

After various adventures, on the 15th of June the wliole

pirty returned to Benisouef, where they emharked for Cairo
;

from thence they proceeded to Alexandria; and !Mr. Hel-

loni having nrranijed all his alVairs in lOi^ypt, in the middh

of September, 1819, he embarked for Kurope.

The head of Memnon, the sphyiixes ;H\d oilier anti(piities

were sent to (Jreat Britain and |)hiced in the British Mu-

seuni There they are open for the public inspection, and

(lie reader is recommended to pay a visit to that [dace, to

which every person who is decently dressed is adniittfd

every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, exccjit on holydays

or other particular days. There they will !)e led to ippre-

i iate in some degree the valuable and arduous services o(

Mr. Belzoni.
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CAPTAIN ROSS'S VOYAGE

TO

TlIK AUCTIC 1U:(;10NS.

'J'niil voyage of Captain Uo>s, iiltlioui^li now iiitroiliiced

into tills \vorl<, tool< place i)ri()r lo tiiosf of Captains Parry

and Frani<lin. Tlio cause of liiis arniiiijenicnt is, liiat the

voyage of Captain IJoss was nut iiuuked by siicii intcrestinij

incidents as tliose of llic ruriiur. Tliere i,s liowcver much to

be noticed even in tills voyage, and such circumstances will

form the history now to be given, wliicli consecjuentiy will

be comprised in a few pages.

On the 11th of DeicniixM-, 1817, Cajstain Koss received

a letter from Sir George Hope, one of the Lords of the

Admiralty, informing him that two ships were to Ik; sent

cut to ascertain the existence or non-existence of a iioiih

west passage, and <lesiring him to say whether he should

wish to undertake it ; at the saiuu time informing him, that

he would be accompanied hy a man of science, and by (Ireeii-

laiid pilots accustomed to navigate those seas. 'I'o this he

leturnid for answer, that he had no hesitation in undertak-

ing the service, |)articularly with the promisi'd assistance.

On the IGtIi he received orders from Sir (leorne to make

the best of his way from Lock llyan to Greenock, in the

Driver (which ship he then cuminanded,) and when siiper-

hedcd be was to proceed to liondon,

I la\iiig arrived in Jjondon on (het]t)tli of L)(!Ceuibcr, and

rtctl>Ml^ din-Llien^ 1,1. \uiud tUe ships, and chose thti
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1s,il)flla, :\* l(ciiii;' tli" iiio^t i)riij)('r slii)> lor llic sciiidi- olll-

icr; lie wiis aiicrwards niij)l(>yc(l in i>l;iniiiii<; thn iircoiu-

iiii><lati(iii><, niid (lir<>ctitig tlie vurioiis iilterntions wliicli wert;

iicci'ssary tor tlie sul'ety of tin', ships iuul coiiil'ort nf tin;

ci'cwis, us wi'll at* ill olitiiiiiiiitc ini'oniiation Ironi (lie dill iTont

nnislcrs of tin; GrciMiliind sliijis, and otiiur persons wlio hud

lifcii iu'i'iistonu'd to ;;avijrat(! ihe icy seas, lie was I'liriiishod

with lIic roiluvving otlicial inslnu-tions.

/fy ///( ('iiinmissioners /'or rxccutinif llic itj[ficc nf Lin-'l.

Ili(jli .hhniidl nj' Hi(; (itifiil liinydoni <if (jiriat Itrilaiti

(111(1 Ifi hlil.l, ifc. (Sjc.

Ills Royal llii^iiiii'ss the Prince Rt'i^ciit liavin;^ siifiii-

ncti his ph'asuro to Viscount Melville, ili;it an atteiii|it

siiuuld he iiiadi! to iliscovcr a Norlhcrn passaj^p, by sea,

from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean ; We have, in conse-

(pieiicc liiereol', caused four slii[)s or vessels to he fitted nut

and appropriated for that purpose, two of which, the Isa-

iiilla and the Alexander, are intended to proceed toijether

liy the north-westward through Davis' Strait; and two,

llie Dorolhea and Trent, in a <lirection as due north as may

lie rmind nraetieahle throuii-h the Siiitzherjicn seas.

And whereas we have thoui^iit lit to intrust yiui with llie

ciinunand and direction of the former expedition, and have

(lii'.'cled Lieutenant Parry, who has heeii appointed to coiii-

mand the Alexander, to follow your orders for ids further

priiceediiit;s; you are hereby retpiired and directed to pro-

ceed to sea, with all ronvenient despatch, in the Isaheila,

and, takint? under your orders the Alexander above iiieii-

iioiied, make the best of your way into Davis' Strait, throiiijli

whieli you will endeavour to pass to the nortliward, without

stopitinij on eitlier of its coasts, unless you shall find if ab-

solutely necessary. In this passaije you may ex|)ect to meet

uitli freipient obstructions from fields and islands of ice ; to

t;-et eliar of winch, d IniHl lo eiisu •e the safety of the ships and

people (tommitted to your c'laii^e, »ill reipiire from jou,

Hid !ill who are under your oidei-, tlu- greatest [>rcciiiuiuii
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and vigilance. And, ;is lln.' niiviiriilion ;\in()ii^- ioc m.iy ha

ciiiisidficd as an art to be luoninil only l»y priKrlicc, mo

liiivc directed tliiit there be aiipointed to each ot ibe ships iin-

»ler your orilers, a master and a mate ol' wliabslisliintj ves-

sels, well experienced in those seas, from whose knowiedj^e

and skill yon may derive material assistance.

It is not improbable that in the enrly part of tlic season,

when yon may be expected to rrive in Davis' .Strait, tin'

ice may be found to stretch across from land to land ; but .is

ice is kno\' n to vary in its position from year to year, and,

several times in the conrs(! of the year, and in those placi s

\vhere not fast by the <>'roiind, is almost constantly in mo-

tion by winds, tides, and cuirents ; if, on your arrival,

it should appear to present a compact barrier, you will,

of course, be prepared to avail yourself of the first open-

ing which may be discovered, to pass to the nortliward.

As, however, in the present state of uncertainty with res^ard

to the movements of the ice, iiid with the very imperfect

knowlc<li;e we liave of this strait, and still more so of iIk;

sea beyond it, no sj)ecific instructions can be given for your

tjuidance, the time and manner of proceeding to fulfil lIu;

ulterior object of your destination, in places where impedi-

ments may occur, must be left entirely to your <liscretion
;

in the exercise of which we rely on your zeal and skill in

your jirofession for the accom|)lishmenl, as far as it can

be accomplished, of the service on which you are <iiiployed ;

not doubting that every exertion will be made on your part,

and on that of your otlii'ers, while, at the same time, no pre-

caution will be omitted, that prudence may dictate, to avoiit

accidents on an ciiterpiise of >!) arduous u nitiwe as that of

conducting ships in safety through fields of iee in iinknovva

seas. It may not, however, lie amiss to suggest, ;is a ge-

neral observation, that a passage through iieUls of ice is

most likely to be found where the sea is deepest and least

connected with land ; as there is reiison to sujjpose, that

ice is found to be more abundant near tlie shores of tin; (mu-

liiitnl anil iblunds, in narrow slraiis, and deep bays. And
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it may also Iji' cxiicctci!, iliat llic sen uill he most cIim'' >!'

ii'c svlicrt! (lie ciiriciiis are strDiigesI, as the siri'a.ii ul' a ii-

vci will c'diitiiuic ojicii loiij; iil'tfr the sidi's inc IVdzim: ii».

I'loiii lilt; lit'st inl'oiinaiioii we liavi' been able lo ubniiii,

i' v\()iilil ajipear that a eiirreiit of some force runs IVoni tlio

ii,ir(lnvaid towanls tiie ii|)|iei- part of Davis' Strait, durini;

tiie suininer season, a?i(l, peiliaps, for some purt of the vvin-

ter also, brinj-inij with it fu'lils of ice in the s]iriii^, and ice-

bt-riis in tlie siinuiiur.

This current, If it be consideralile, cnn scarcely lie allo-

jrether supplied by streams from the land, or flie mt'ltini? of

ice ; tliere would, therefore, seem reason to suppose, that

it may be derived from an c)peii sea ; in which case, nadin's

H,iy cannot be bounded by land, as our charts ^'CMierally re-

[iresent it, but must comiiiunicate »\i(h tin; Arctic Ocean.

In passiiif^ up the Strait, if such a current should be dis-

CDvered, it will be of the f^rcatest importance to you, in

jjointin;^' out that part of the Strait which is liki ly to be the

least incumbered with ice, as well as leading; yon direct to

tiie openiiii^ by which it may be supposed to puss from the

Arctic Soa into Davis' Strait.

In traciiii^ this current, you will soon discover whetiier

il takes its origin in the northeastor north-west (pi.irter :

ii in the former, you will, of course, abandon all pursuit ol

it furtlier ; but if il should come from tlio north-west or

west, il will prove the best i^uide yon can follow, to le.vil

)ii',i to the discovery of which you are in search.

The streiii^fth and direction of the current should !)(> tried

once in tweuty-four hours; or oftener, if any mateii.il

clians^e is observed to take place; and it will lie most iid-

viseable to lake its temperature at the surface I'retiuenlly, as

)on proceeil, to comjrare it with the temi)erature of the sur-

face, where tiiere '.s no current.

If the reports uf several iiitelli^jeut masteis of whiiinff ves-

B'ls may be relieil on, that part ol' the sea to the noithwiid

of Davis' Struil, wUuli is marked on iho charts as B.nhn's

y. V. J2b. 4 i'
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Buy, (tliat is to sny, Irom the 72(1 (l«'i;re«' of nurtlicrn lali'

ttidc, tu tlie 77lli, wliire li.ilViii i» suppuMt-d t» liuvescoii tlie

laiitl,) in generally IVee I'roin iielil-ice, wiiicli, from its ex-

tent of surface, oilers tlie ttreatest iuipetliment to naviijii-

tion. Slioultl you liiid this aelually to be the case, it may

be adviseable to stand well to the northward, before yon

edge away to the westward, in order to get a good oiling,

in rounding the north-east point of the continent of Ame-

rica ; whoso latitude has not been ascertained, bul whidi,

if a conjecture may be hu/ar<led, from what is known frotii

the northern coast of that continent, may perhaps he IoiimiI

in or about (he 72d degree of latituile.

In the event of yonr being able to succeed in ronndini;

this point, and (inding the sea open, you are carefully tu

avoid coming near the coast, \sliere you would be most

likely to be impeded by fixed oi Hotting ice ; but keeping

well to the northward, and in deep water, make the best ul

your way to Hehring's Strait, through which you are to en-

deavour to pass into the Pacific Ocean ; and in the event

of your succeeding to pass this Strait, you are then to make

the best of your way to Kaiutschatka, if yon think you can

«lo so without risk of being shut up by the ice on that coast,

Jor the purpose of delivering to the Uussian (iovernor,

duplicates of aU the journals and other documents which

the passage iupy have supplied, with a request, tlii>t they

may be forwarded overland to St. Petersburgh, to be con-

veyed from thence to London ; and from this, you will pro-

ceed to the Sandwich Islands, or New Albion, or sucli

other place in the Pacific Ocean as you may think proper,

to refit and refresh your crews ; and if, during your stay

at such place, a safe opportunity should occur of sending

these papers to England, you should send du|)licates by

that conveyance.

If the circumstances of your passage should be such as

to encourage your attempting to return by the same course,

you may winter at the Sandwich Islands, New Albion, or
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any oiImt |iiii|i.'r |iliic'; iiikI (Mih ill next spriujf, inay jiro-

(•(((I (liii'cl for IJehrinij's Strait, and use your eiiilunvoursi

lo repass liie same ; and sliouM you succeed in this iittem|it,

ymi are to proceed, if pos«.ii)lc, lo the eastward, kcepiiiij in

>it;lit and approacbin; llic const of America, whenever the

position of the ice will pcrmil you so to do, in order that

yiu may be enabled to ascertain the latitudes and lonjriuidi .s

of some of the most remarkable headlandn or iiiU is (hut may
occur ; taking; every possible [irccaution, however, against

ln'iiig beset by the ice, and thus compelled to winter uu tliut

coast.

Ik'fore, however, you determine on rcturninu; by the same

wiy, you will maturely consider and wciijh the prudence of

making such an attempt. If your origiiiiil passagt! should

be made with facility, and you see reason to believe lliut

your success was not owing to circiiinstaiices merely acci-

(li'iilal, or temporary, and that there is a probability that

ymi may be able also to accomplish (lie passage back, it

would be undoubtedly of great importance that you should

endeavour to make it: but if, on the other hand, it shall

have been attended with circumstances of danger or diffi-

culty, so great as to persuade you that the attempt to re-

turn would risk the safety of the ships, and the lives of the

crews, you, in this case, are to abandon all thoughts of re-

turning by the northern passage, and are to make the best ol

your way home- ward, by ('ape Horn.

Previous to your leaving England, or at any rate before

Yiiiir departure from Shetland, you are to fix with Captain

Biicban, to whom tlie other expedition is intrusted, upon a

icnilt ^vous ill the Pacific ; and if you should be joined by

tlic Dorothea and Trent, or either of tlu'iii, you are to take

ilicin under your command ; and, baviiig detached one

iliip, with a copy of all your papers, and a complete set of

ill spatches reporting your proceedings, to England, by the

route of {Jiijie llorp, you are to jiroceed with tlit* other ship!*

to repass Iklir iig's iSlrail, as above diicclcd, if you should

4 V 2
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have ilclermiiw'il on tliat coiirs:- ; l)iit if you sliotiltl have re-

solved to return by the South, you are to take cure to in-

terchaucfe wi(li Captain Buclian coi)ies ol" your resppctiva

journals an<l despatches; or, if you do not meet Captain

niichnn, or his ships, you are to deposit copies of your own

papers on i)oiird the Alexander, in ordir to ensure, as lams

j)ossil)le, tlie arrival of these irnportiiiit docuMienis in Eni;-

land, by tlius niulti(»lyin^ the luoiles of conveyance.

If, however, it should so ha]ipin, that (Voin obstrn(;ti()ii

of ice, or any other circumstance, your proijress to the

westward should |»rove too slow to admit of your a|)proaeh

to Behrin^'s Strait, before the pcesent season shall be too

far advanced, to make it safe to attempt that passaije ; and,

at the s'line time, your proj^ress should he too considerable

to the westward, to ensure your return the (-ame season by

the way of Davis' Strait; you a.e, in that case, to eili^e

th rtlieri )f All dcoast ol Amenc;

find out some secure bay, in which the shi|)s may he laid

up for the winter ; taking such measures for the health and

comfort of the peo])le committed to your charije, as the ma-

terials with which you are supplied for housing-in the ships,

or huttini;- the men «..) shore, may enable you to d : and, if

you shall find it expedi(!Ut to resort to this me vsure, and

you should meet with any iidiabilanis, eitiier Esquimaux

or Indians, near the jjlace where you winter, you are to en-

<leiivour by every means in your power to cultivate a friend-

(<hip with thtMii, by makin:j^ them |)resenls of such articles

as you may be su|)plied with, aiul which may be useful or

H-^reeable to them : you will, however, take care not to sul-

fcr yourself to be surprised by them, f)ut use every pre-

caution, and be constantly on your guard against any Iiok-

tiiity.

Y'ou will endeavour to prevail c\. them, by such rewardj

nnd to be paid in such manner, as you may think best to an-

swer tli«! purpose, to c;irry to any of the settlements of tlie

Hudson's n,iy (/oiiip.i)i\
, 01 ol (iic Noilli vent ('ompuny,
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nn iiccdiiiit (if your siliialioii and proceediiii^s, witli an ui-

m'lit rcqiu-st that it may bt; I'diwiinlfd to Enijlaiid with the

utmost |)()ssil)le dcspalcli.

ir, lidwever, all your cnd(!avoiirs should fail in getlin;j

so far t:) the ivestwaril as '.o • iiitdc you to douhio (ho norlh-

ciistern extremity of America, (round which these Instruc-

(iiiiis liiive hitherto supposed a j»;iss it;-e to exist,) you are,

ill that case, to use all the means in your power, by kn p-

iiiy; to the lux'thward and eastward, to ascertain t ) wiiat ex-

fiMit you can |)rocee(l aloiiif the western coast of Old (Jreen-

liind ; and whetiier there is any rr'ason to supjMise that it

forms a part of the continent of America ; and you are alsf>

to endeavour (c improve tlie very inii)crfcct iieoirraphy of the

eastern coast ;>: America, and of the island oi' islands wlicii

are suj)posed !o intervene between it and Disko Island

in Davis' Strait ; but you are, on no account, in this latter

(use, to remain on this si-rvice so loiii^, unless accidentally

caught in tin; ice, as to bi? obli'^ed to winter on any jiart of

the eastern coast oi Anierita, or the western coast of Old

(irecniand, or tin; intermediate islands ; but to li-ave the

uc about the middle or the 20th of Septemlx i', or the Isl of

October at the latest, and inakt! llu; bisi of \i)ur way to the

River Thames.

Althout;h the first, and most important, object of this voy-

aire, is the discovery of a passai-e from Uavis' Strait, nlo'isf

the northern coast of America, and throut^'h IJelirina;

«

Strait, into the Pacific ; it is hoped, at the same time, that

it may hi ewise he the means of improvinir (he ifeof>raphy

and hydrography of the Arctic Ketrions, of whicii so little

is hitherto known, and contribute to the advancement of

science and natural knowledi'-e.

With this view, we have caused a preat variety of valu-

able instruments to !m> put on board the ships under your

orih'rs, of which you will be furnished with a list, and lor

die return of which you will be hidd responsible; and have

kIho, at the icciiiiiiiKiidati'iii oi the l'ro>idiiil and ('ouiuil of
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I'le Itoyal Soeit'ty, ordered to be received on board the

Isabella, Captr.iii Sabine, of tlie Royal Artillery, wbo in

represented to us as a gentleman well skilled in astronuiry

natural history, and various branches of knowledge, to as-

sist you in making such observations as may tend to the ini-

provement of geogrujtliy a^(l navigation, and the advance-

ment of science in general. Amongst other subjeels of

scientific enquiry, you will particularly direct your attf.n

tiou to the variation and inclination of the magnetic n'. "<ile,

and the intensity of the magnetic force; you will ende^

-

to asPjTtain how far the needle may be aflTected by the at-

mos|)herical electricity, and what etVect may he produced

on the electrometer and magnetic needle ou the u|)])earance

of ihe Aurora Borealis. You will keep a correct register

of the temperature of the air and of the surface of the >)en
;

aud you will frequently try the temperature of the sea, in

various situations and at diflTerent depths. You will cause

the di]i of the horizon to be frequently observed by the dip-

r-ector invented by Doctor Wollaston ; and ascertain what

effect may be producetl by measuring that dip across fields of

ice, as compared with its measurement across the surface of

the open sea. Yon will also cause frequent observations

to be made for ascei taiiiing the refraction, and what effect

may be produced by observing an object, either celestial or

ti-rrestriul, over a field of ice, as compared with objects ob-

Herved over a surface of water ; together • i(h such other

meteoiological remarks as you may have opportunities of

making. You are to iittend particuliirly to the heigiit, di-

rection, and strength of the tides, and to the set and ve-

locity of the currents; the depth and soundings of the sea,

and llie nature of the bottom ; fur which purpn^ yt < are

supplied with an instrument Letter calculated to !••...g up

substances than tlie lead usually ein|)loyed for this pur|)osc.

Fi'r tlie purj)ose, not only of ascertaining llie set of the

lurrcniN in the Arctic Seas, but also of alVording more

fitiquiiii tiiaiKts of healing of your pioj;n-«», \\ c desira
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to as-

^i

that von *lo freqiienll), idler yuu »li:»ll liuve pussod tlie i;i(i-

tuile of (Jii"* North, anil once every day when yousliall be in

an aseertained current, tlirow overboard a bottle, closely

sealed, and containing a paper stating the date und pu^i>

tion at which it is launched ; end you will give similar or-

ders to the Commander of the Alexander, to be executed

in case of separation. And for this purpose, we have caused

each ship to be supplied with papers, on which \n piinted,

in several languages, a recpiest that whoever may find it

should take measures for trnnsinitti> g it to this otVice.

And, although you are not to '.)e »lrawn aside from the

main object of the service on which you arc employed, as

long as you may be enabled to make any progress, yet

whenever you may be impeded by ice, or find it necessary

to approach the coasts of the continent or islands, you are

to cause views of bays, harbours, headlands, &c. to be

carefully taken, to illustrate and explain the truck of the

vessels, or such charts as you may be able to make ; ii)

nhich duty, you will be assisted by Lieutenant Hoppner,

whose skill in drawing is represented to be so considerable,

as to supersede the necessity of appointing a professional

('•atjghtsnaan.

Vou are to maKe use of every means in your power, to

; li.et and preserve such specimens of the animal, mineral,

.. li .^getable kingdoms, as you can conveniently stow oa

b I ;d '^Ite ships: and, of the larger animals, you are to

cause accurate drawings to be made, to accompany and

elucidate the descriptions of them. In this, as well as in

every other part of your scientific duty, we trust that you

will receive material assistance from Captiiin Sabine.

Your are to use ymir best endeavo"; s, to give instruc-

tions to the same ctl'ect to Lieutenant P^iry, to keep the

two vessels constantly together, and previiit their separa-

tion ; if, however, they should separati-, you are to appoint

t f'ruick, in the Shetland Islands, as the first rendcavous*,

and, after that, Love Hay, Disco Island, in Davis' Strait
j
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bovoiid uliicli, ns nothing;' is kiioun, no ullit-i' rciu1i'7.vrfiii

can be i)|t|»()iiitt'(l. And in tlio event of any iri<>j)aiahlf

atcidoiit liappeninj^ to either of the ships, you are to cau>.o

tlie officers and crew of the disubled ship to be reiroved into

the other, and with tier singly, to proceed in proseculion ol'

'.0 voyage, or return to England, according as circnir-

is shiill ap|)i'ar to require : shouhi, unfortunately, your

(It : shi}! Iif the one disahled, you are, in that case, to take

the coiniiiand of the Alexander: and, in the event of your

own inahilily, l>y sickness or olhcrwise, to carry these in-

Blructions into execution, you are to transfer them to ilio

Lieutenant next in coiiiinand, who is hereliy required to ex-

ecute them in the best manner he can, for the attainment uf

the several oitjects in view.

As, in all undertakings of this nature, several emergen-

cies may arise, against which no foresight can provide, and

no s|>ecitic instructions can be given
;
you are, in all sucii

cases, to proceed in Vi'ch a manner as you may judge to i)i'

most advantageous to the service on which you are em-

ployed ; most likely to advance the accomplishment uf the

various objects of the expedition ; and most conducive to tlie

oecurily of the ships, and the health, comfort, and safety,

of your officers and m( n.

On your arrival in England, you are immedi;\tily to re-

pair to this office, in order to lay before Ui^ a full account

of your proceedings in the whole course of your voyaizc

:

taking care, before you leave the ship, to demand from the

officers and petty officers the logs and journals they may havi-

kept ; and also from Captain Sabine such journals or mc-

nioranda as he may have kept; which are all to be sinhd

up: and you will issue similar directions (o Eiciitt iiant

Parry and his officers ; t!ie said logs, journals, or other

documents, to be hereafter disposed of as We may think

prc/per to determine.

His Majesty's Princij)al Secret.iry of State for Ftn'cign

AiFuirs has been requested to apply to the courts of liusxa
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l>en:uarl<, ami Sweden, to issue orders t(i Jheir nv-pti ii>.i

sul>iects, to afford any hospitality or ussisliiiK e vvliicli lliest)

e\|)iHlilion« may he in a situation to require and receive: the

(!ourt of Russia has been particularly requested to give di-

riictions to the authorities at Kanilschatka, for the safe

conveyance of any despatches you may intrust to them
;

and the Courts of Denmark and Sweden have been re-

(|uested to order any of their ships, wheti»er national or pii

vate, which you nibiy fall in with, to treat you with amitv

and to note carefully in their logs the situations in whii h

they may see any of Jlis Majesty's ships. You will, on

joiir part, behave with cordiality and friendship to any

foreign vessels you may fall in with, or the authorities of

:iiiy port or place at: wiiich you may luiicii : and on all such

occasions, you will not fail to address to Our Secretary, for

Our information, a general account of your proceedings up

to the date at which the opportunity of conveying your do-

spiitch may occur.

Given under Our hands the 31st of JIarch, 18J8.

(Signed) Melvillu,

J. S. YoKKli,

Geo. Hoim?,

G. Mduuic.

By Command of their Ijordships,

(Signed) J. W. Ckok i:n.

'/'(/ Juhu Ross, E-q , Commandir
I,/ His Miijitiy's Sloop Uaiii'i.i.*.

Names of the officers, &c. who sailed on board tlio two
ships.

On Board the Isabella.

John Ross, Commander.

William Robertson, Lieutenant.

William Thom, Purser.

John Edwards, Surgeon

C.J.Beverley, Assistant Surgeon.

Messrs. Skene and Ross, .... Admiralty Midshipmen.

P. V. 28. 4 Q
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Jolin BuHliDini, !Mi(lslii|in)an nml Clerk.

Bfiijaiiiin Lewis, Master and (irrcriland Pilot

Thomas Wilcox Mate, ditto, ditto.

On Board the Alexander.

\Villiam Edward Parry, .... Cxmrnander.

II. II. IIo|)|)ner, Lieutenant

Mes:irs. Bi^isun and Nius, .... Admiralty IVIidsliipinen.

Alexander Fislier, Assistant Surgeon.

W. H. Hooper, Purser.

John Allison Master and Greenland Pilot.

Joseph Philips, Mate, ditto, ditto.

James Halse, Clerk.

Durin>;^ their stay ut Deptford, they were joined hy Jnhii

Sacheuse, an Esquimaux, native of .South-east Bay,

Greenland, in latitude 69^ N., and longitude dif VV. It

appears that he had concealed himself on hoard the Thomas

and Ann, of Leith, in the month of May, 181G : on beiiif;

diseoviMcd, Captain Newton, who commanded that vessel,

wisiied to land him again, but he earnestly entreated to l)o

permitted to remain, and was accordingly brought to Leitli,

He returned to Greenland with the same ship in 1817, and,

on his arrival at home, found that his only near relation

had died in his .absence. It was not ascertained, at his

first outset, what were his m()tives for quitting his na-

tive country ; but it seemed now, that the death of this rela-

tion was his reason for continuing in the ship, which he

did, returning to Leilh with her tiie same season. Captain

Uoss had several conversations with him on the subject ; he

related many adventures and narrow escapes he had expe-

rienced in his canoe, in one of which he stated liimself to

have been carried to sea in a storm with five others, all of

whom perished, and that he was miraculously saved by an

English ship. He also said that he had, tlirough the mis-

sionaries, been converted to Christianity, and the strong

desire he had to see the country these good men came from,

had induced him to de!>ert his own ; but that it was alwuyt
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mid tbe art of drawing.

During bis residence at Leitb, in the winter of 1817, bo

Ii»d been taken notice of by Mr. Nasmyth, tbe artist, who

introduced biin to Sir James Hull. His wishes to accom-

piiiiy Captain Ross were made known to tlie Admiralty

lliruugh Captain Bazil Hall, and he was consec^uently en-

i;;i(fed as interpreter.

On the I8th of April 1818, the ships dro]iped down (o

(Jalb'ons. From the prevalence, however, of contrary

winds while in the river, and their subsequent detention

at Sbeerness, for the purpose of paying the crows an ad-

vaiue of three inontlis' wages, it was not until the 25th that

tliey took their final departure.

On the 30th they reached Lerwick in Shetland. An ex-

ci'llent seaman, who was discharged at his o'.vn rc.juest, by

Captain Oliver, from the Prince of Wales revenue cruiser,

juined the expedition. He was accompanied by another

vulnnteer, who did the duty of cook on board, and who

was also a performer on the violin. The latter talent they

olun found of use in their operations of tracking the ship

iliroiigh the ice; Ibe severity of this labour being lightened

liy (be character of amusement wlich was given to it, in

loiisequence of tbe tracking party being always led by the

iiMisician. He also served to divert the people in those un-

iicTupied hours when the spirits of seamen are apt to flag for

want of objects, or to be employed in mischievous practices

siiliversivc of discipline.

On the 0th of June, they arrive<l in latitude 68 deg.

and ran by the edge (if the iixed ice, sailing along it till

(luy approached tbe land, when Ibey found it closely joinedf

and no water to be seen over it from tbe inast-hea«l ; they

made fast to an iceberg of convenient height, which was

a^Toiind near two small islands, that they supposed to lie

I'tl'Norib Hay.

Jiiiii nalive Esqiiiiiiaux cainr iff, fn<n\ vsliinii tbcy learnt

4 Q 2
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that this \n!T<^ had rfiuuiiu'd aground in the same pluce

since the laHt year. They niso said, tliut tlie ice was dost*

all the wny from thence to Disco, and that no ship had yet

got n|) thith'T.

At noon of the 10th they fell in with several ships em-

pl(iy(Ml in the whale iisliory ; one of theni belons^in:; to Dun-

dec, liic rest to Hull. Tliey hid nil hccn snccesslid.

I'N-om the master of one; of the !<lii|)s, the Brunswick, of

Hull, they (gained intelli;^once thai he had been in the l>:iy

to tlie westward ol Disco; where, siccordinjj to the ctiarl,

there is good anchorai^i*. He hud also seen Hare Island,

and conjectured there was a good deal of clear ice about it.

He had got into and out of Soutb-East Bay, between twu

floes of ice. The whole bay between Dog and Whale Is-

lands was covered with ice. The governor of the Whale

Islands had informed him, that the ice was broken up, and

froze again, no less than three times tliis season. The ship

bad only that morning got clear of the ice, in which she and

several others had been pent up for fourteen days, and they

left four still beset.

On the 14th of June they ran close to the largest of several

islands placed in the entrance of Disco Bay, which is called

Whale Island, This is apparently six miles in length,

formed of a black rugged sterile rock, of considerable ele-

vation, but low when compared with the huge mountains

of Disco, which were seen over it. It has a good harbour,

which has three entrances, but the best is pointed out by a

flagstaff, and is on the 8.W. <piarter.

This island is called by the Danes, Kron Prins Island, and

is in lat. G:]P54'N. and long. 5:?* 3(/ W. Its inhabitants

consist of the govel-nor of the factory, iiis wife and chil-

dren, together with six Danes, and an hundred Esquimaux,

who are employed during the season in catching seals and

whales. The chief object in communicating with this fac-

tory, since it could be done without loss of time, was to

gum information respecting the state of the ice from the Da
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tiiHli resilient; guns were tlieref'ure (ireii, und b knjak w.ii

(le^piitclied with a iiiessRgo invitingr >iim on board. 'Jliis

IiimI the desired effect, and inspector FInslie, a. respectable

looking young man, who liad been an olficer in the Dani^jh

Navy, came on board in a boat manned with Europeans.

liis information was much calculated to damp their )io]ies

ot <,'ctting to the northward this season. During the eieTcn

winters he had passed, not one he said had been so severe

or protracted as tlie last: the sea had frozen up in the be-

ginning of December, where it was usually ojieii until Fe-

bruary, and Disco Bay and harbour, which were ge-

nerally navigable towards the end of March, s(ill continued

shut. During the spring the ice had twice partly broken

up, but had been reunited by a fresh formation of hard frost,

before it could drifts way. He considered the attempt to

get much farther to the North as hopeless, the Danes not

having been able to communicate by sea for two seasons

past with their Northern settlenicnts. As an additional

proof of the severity of the preceding winter, he said, that

(lit-y had this year been reduced to great distress for provi-

sions, and had been obliged to kill their dogs for food, ow-

ing to the impossibility of procuring seals during the winter.

Captain Ross was not a little surprised at this informa-

tion, after the confidence with which the diminished rigour

(if the climate had been described at home before they began

their voyage, and after the anticipations of success which

bad been so warmly entertained by those who had so ea-

gerly entered into the plan for promoting it. The report

of Ihe Danish resident was certainly in decided opposition

tu those of the persons who had described the breiikini; up

and dispersion of the ])olar ice, and who appear in this in-

stance to have been guided rather by their imaginntinns

than by a real knowh dge of the cir('um8tance.s attending

this sea.

On the following day llicy woiked with all sail to tha
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iiortliwnrd ; Disco was in sij^lu ; ;iii<l no ice cxct pt dm

licrfjs were to be seen. At eiclit in the evening; of tlie next

(lay tlie two ships were iniule Inst to an iceberjj, about

one mile from tiie N.E. side of Hare island. They found

here forty-live ships employed in the whale iit^bery, all de-

tained by the ice ; and bs there appeared to be little ciiance

of getting further fur some days, it was determined on muk-

injf observations on shore ; for this pur|)ose the observatory

Hiid instruments were landed, and tents erected for (he olti-

( crs who were appointed to attend them. While on shore,

parlies were occupied in eollectinij specimens of natural his-

tory. 'I'ho iceberfj to which the ships were fastened, sud-

denly not afloat ; and was carried with great rapidity to-

ward tlie west ; it soon, however, i>;rounded again, and

the AI('X»nder remained attached to it ; not having followed

llie example of llie Isabella in laying h(dd of another which

was more secure, near to which tliey <lrified at the time the

former gave way.

They remained here till llie 2()ih ol'Jtine; when the ict;

having loosened consid'jrably, they cast off from the ice-

berg and used every ellort to get forward. This was ef-

loclrd by dint of labour, all hands willi ihe boats were em-

ployed in towing and warping (he ships among packs of ice,

tlirough which it was freijticnlly necessa-y to cut a passage.

Iilany of the whalers followed tlieir example.

On the 24tli, when bolh ships were in a very dangerous

passage, a light wind from llie Norrli-iM-ht put (he ice sud-

denly in motion ; and in spite of every exertion, the Isa-

bella was driven into si.Ntien feet water, and the Alexander

was, for a few niinules, aciually aground. The whalers,

which were astern, sent their boils, and aided, by every

means in their power, the exertions of the men to free (lie

hhip from this perilous situation, which was accomplished

by running hawsers out to the nearest berg, and heaving

Ihe &lii|>9 through ihe ice. The conduct ol the Ulaslers of
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(lie Fii^S'"S*°"' nrodiprs, liigiin, iiiid TlmrnfoM, nil of

Hull, was liit!;lily meritoiious, and tln-y received liie df-

MTved acknowledgements for tlieir ready services. The

(irst named of these ships liavin;;^ lieaded the Isabella, wan

iierseverinsy in her course, when she was of a sudden beset

iiy a larjife doe of ice, and carried on shore ; they liati then

an op|>ortiinity uf making a return for ihe kindness expe-

rienced, an<l assisted in liberatin<^ her. A serious accident

Ii:)p|)pncd on b >ard the Ariel whaler, a boat l)i>loM<rin<r to

licr having been crushed by ilie ice atjtiinst the ship's side,

liy wliich one of her crew was killed, and another much

hurt.

On the 29th, the weather being moderate. Captain lloss

ordered the Esquimaux, John Sacheuse, who had accom-

panied the expedition from England as interpreter, to go on

sliore and communicate with the natives. lie returned with

seven natives in their canoes, or kajaks, bringing a small

supply of birds. Their village, lying on the south side of

tlie bay, appeared to consist of a few huts made of seal-skins,

suflicient for the residenrt; of about fifty persons. Being

desirous of procuring a sledge and dogs. Captain Ross of-

fered them a rifle musket for one completely fitted, which

they promised to fetch ; with much honesty and principle,

however, refusing to accept the rifle till they had bronijht

the sledge. They soon returned, bringing the sledge and

(logs in a boat managed by five women, dressed in deer-

skins. Two of these women were daughters of a Danish

resident by an Equimaux woman. One of the men also

was the son of a Dane, and they were all of the colour of

Mulattoes.

They soon became intimate with their visitors and invited

them into the cabin, where they were treated with coffee

and biscuit, and their portraits taken. After leaving the

cabin, they danced Scotch reels on the deck with the sailors,

to Ihe animating strains of the musician. Sacheuse's uiinli

and joy exceeded all buunds; and, \>ith a {{oud-humuured
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(inicioiisncss, jiisliftiMl liy the iiii|ii)i'l;iiit distiiirlioii ivliich

his superior kiii)vvl<'(l<.><; now ^iivo liiiii, lie |tfrfui'iiicit tliu

iilVu'c of master "if tlic ccn'monies

A (liiui<;litcr of tlif Dunisli resident, about ei;r||f,>ei| yciui

of iijfe, nnil by fsir tlie best lookiiiij ol" tbe f^roup, wiis ilu' olt-

je{l ol SiK lieiise's particular atlentiniis ; wliiili, bciiiir ob-

served by one of the oilieers, tie ^nvo liiiu a lady's sbivtl,

oriiBUienled with spaiijjb's, as an ollerini? for lier acn|i-

tunee. He presented it in a ntost respectful, and not un-

(•raceful manner, to the damsel, who b^ishfnlly look a pew-

ter rin^ from bcr iiiit^er and guve it to him in return : re-

wardini^ bim, at the same time witii a smile, which could leave

no doubt un the L<iM|uiiiiaux\s mind that he had made an '

pressioi) on her heart. After the ball, cotVee v/a» a

served, and at eij^bt o'clock the p;irty left. Tbe ice bei^m-

nini; to break up ; a cliannel was found lcndin(r towards tliR

Black Hook by tlie Majestic, of liondon, and every ship

crowded to sail alter her.

'I'hey continued their coi-rse till July 17, when two ice-

floes closed in upon tbeni, and they were completely jammed

in. The Isabella underwent a very severe pressure, but

fortunately without damage, though she was lilterl several

feet out of water; the concussion lasted fifteen minutes;

the floes then receded a little, and favoured the exertions

used to heave her through, wbiih was eil'ected alter two

hours' labour, by pursbases brought from each quarter and

bow to the windlass and capstern. The Alexander, and

some of the whalers, suH'ered in the same way.

On the 31st, it being calm, a boat was sent after a whale,

which appeared to be particularly marked, being black and

white: lie was soon harpooned by the Istibella's boat; the

tirst harpoon sticking him on the back a little behind the

left fin, and at first appearing to be efl'ectual. Tbe boat

was then carried to tlie edge of the ice, and several lines

veered away, but, after holding a time, it was perceived

thnt he had escaped ; he goou however a|)pcared, about, n
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lii'd lliu

iiiili'iind 11 half distant, witli the liarponn in his hnclx, hcing

llicii a loose fish. As he riMiiained near tiie surface, nnil a|>-

ppiired to suffer from tlie wound, tlie younj» onicers of hoth

slii|is, uho eacli conunandeil boats, pulled with ernuhition

lo tlie s|)ot where eaeh expected him to rise, waitin!» for the

niimii nt of liis ap|)cnrante with anxiety. Fortuiit; favoured

Mr. James Ross, the animal rising nearest to his boat, and

(^ivini; his liar|)ooiirr an opportunity of infixing his weapon,

loilowing it hy a third and fourth, -which made the cajjlure

iciliiin. lie was now much exhausted, and obliged lo re-

main near the surface, thereby ex])osing himself to the lan-

CiTs ; the blood, at intervals, flowing from Ids wounds, and

beiii!^ thrown u|> in volumes as lie rose to breatlie. At

Icnajth, becoming «;xliaustcd, he had only strength to make

iiliistand most terrible struggle. The people in the boats,

iiHiire of their danger, retreated, leaving him to spend his

fury on the water, where he was seen rolling and writhing

ill dreadful agony, lashing the sea from side to side with his

t;iil iind fins, till he exjiired : he then sunk, remaining sus-

pended by the lines of the haipooners, who weighed him to

tlie surface, and tuwetl him on board in triumph

On (hefith of August, the weather proving line, the ships

vert' tracked with labour through about a mile of bay-ice to

tliLMUirrowest part of .i flue which obstructed their passage

into the pool a-head ; the usual resort was had to sawing, but

tliiir labours were soon suspended by the discovery of a pas-

•>a!;e a little to the eastward. To this, therefore, they

warped the ships tlirougli the loose and tiay-icc, and thus

iiianuifed to proceed about a mile furtlier.

As it ap|)earcd likely their jieople would bo at work

tliiiiii:;liout the night, an extra allowance of provisions was

"ivdl out; their labours were incessant till half-past one,

*liei), being almost worn out with exertion, they were al-

"Wt'd to rest tilMive. At half-past six the ice began to

raove, and the wind increasing to a gale, the only chanco

"h was to eudeavi.ur to force the ship through it to the north,

I'. V. i>9, 4 l{



674 Ross's VOYAGE TO

where it pauially opened ; but the channel was so much

obstructed by heavy fra^^ments, that the utmost efTorls were

ineffectual ; the Held clojed in, and, at noon, they felt its

pressure mo^t severely. A largje floe whidi lay on one side

of the Isabella appeared to be fixed, while, on the other siuc,

another of considerable buik was passing along with a ra-

pid oiotion, assumin;^ a sonaewhat circi^iar direction, in

consequence of one side having struck on the fixod field.

The pressure continuing to increase, it became doubtful

whether the ship would be able to sustain it ; every support

threatened to give way ; the beams in the hold bei^nn to

bend, and the iron tanks settled together. At this critical

moment, when it seemed impos<«ibIe to bear the accumulat-

ing pressure much longer, the hull rose several feet; while

the ice, which wat: morn ilian six feet thick, broke ngaiiist

the sides, curling back on itself. The great stress now fell

upon their bow, ami, after being again lifted up, they were

carried with great violence towards the Alexander, which

had hitherto been, i:i u great me- lure, defended by the Isa-

bella. Every effort to avoid their getting foul of each other

failed ; the ice-anchors and cables broke one after anolhir,

and the sterns of tiie two ships came so violently into con-

tact, as to crush to pieces a boat that could not be- removed

in time. The collision was tremendous, the anchors and

chain-plates being broken, and nothing less than the loss of

the masts expected : but, at this eventful instant, by tliein-

forpositicin of Pr(<vi(|pncp, the force of the ice seemed ex-

hausted ; the two ticlds suddenly receded, urid the Isabella

passed the Alexander with coro])nrative little damage.

The last things that hooked each other were the two bower

anchors, which, being torn from the bows, remained sus-

pended in a line between the two ships, until that of the

Alexander gave way. A clear channel soon after opened,

and they ran into a ))i)ol, thus c>-:;;aping immediate danger.

Neither the mastra's, the mates, nor those men who had

been all their lives in the Greenland service, had ever ex-
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perieiicrd rmHi immense peril ; nnd they dechirpd, that A

eommon ivhiiler must have been crushed to atoms.

It wns soon after perceived, that a field of ice, to which

they inoori'd, was (hiftin;^ rapidly on a reef of icebergs

wliieh lay aground ; the topsails were (herefore close-reefed,

ill order that they mififlit run between two berjjs, or into

liny ereek that mijjlit be found amonj^ them ; when sud-

denly the field acquired a circular motion, so that every

exertion was now necessary for warping along the edge,

that being the sole chance they had of escaping the danger

of being crushed on an iceberg. In a few minutes they

observed a part of the fielu, into which they had attempted

to cut docks, come in contact with the berg, with such

rapidity and violence, as to rise more than fifty feet up its

precipitous side, where it suddenly broke, the elevated

part filling back on the rest with a terrible crash, and

overwhelming with its ruins the very spot they had previ-

ously chosen for their safety. Soon afterwards the ice

appeared sufficiently open to pass the reef of bergs, and

tliey once more were in a place of security

On the 9th thoy were sur|)rised by the appearance of

several men on the Ice, who were hallooing to the ships :

the first impression was, that tliey were shipwrecked sailors,

probably belonging to some \ossel that had been crushed

in the late gale ; they therefore tacked, hoisted their

colours, and stood in for the shore. On n|)proaching

the ice, they discovered them to he natives, drawn on

rudely-fashioned sledges, i;y doirs, wiiicli (hey continued

to drive backwards and forwards with wonderful rarllty

When they arrived within hail, Sacheusc called out to (hem,

in his own language : some words were heard in return,

to which a reply was again made to the Es<{uimaux ; but

neither party appeared to be in tiie least degree intelligible

to the other. For some time they continued to regard

the ships in silence, but, on tncki.ig, they set up a simulta-

iiooiiB shout, accompanied with many strange gesticulations.
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and wont ufT in their sledt^es with great velocity towards

the hiiui.

It bt'intv necessniy to examine if there was a passage in

tliis ])lace, the ships stood towards the head of the pool,

which was about four miles oH', trusting that, in the mean

time, tliey would return to the same .spot, to which it was

also their intention to come back, after examining into the

chances of a passage northward. No opening was, liow-

ever, found ; and tiiey therefore returned after an absence

of ten hours.

About ten o'clock on the following day, eight sledges

appeared, driven by the natives, advancing by a circuitous

route towards them ; they halted about a mile off, and the

people alighting, ascended a small iceberg, as if to re-

connoitre, After remaining apparently in consultation for

nearly half an hour, four of them descended, and came

towards a flag-stall", which, however, they did not venture

to approach. In the mean time a white flag was hoisted at

tli<! main in each ship, and John Sacheust dispatched,

i'earing a small white flag, with some presents, that lie

might endeavour, if possible, to bring them to a parley.

This was a service which he had most cheerfully volun-

teered, requesting leave to go unattended and unarmed,

a request to which no objection could be made, as the

place chosen for the meeting was within half a mile of the

Isabella. It was ecpially advantageous to the natives, a

canal, or small chasm in the ice, not passable without a

plank, separating the jjarties from each other, and pre-

venting any possibility of an attack from these people, un-

less by darts.

In executing this service, Saclieuse displayed no less

address than courage. Having placed his flag at some

distance froiu the canal, he advanced to the edge, and

taking otf' his hat, made friendly signs for those oppusito

to approach, as he did ; this they partly complied with,

halting at a dislance of three hundred yards, where they
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jjot out of their sledijes, and set up a loud Rimultaneous

linlloo, wliicli Siicheuse answered l)y iuiitutinjf it. They

tiien ventured to approach a little nearer, having nothin;:^

in tlieir hands but the whips with which they <ruide their

dogs ; and, after satisfyinfj themselves that the canal was

impassable, one of them in particular seemed to acquire

confidence. Shouts, words, and gestures, were exchanged

for some time to no purpose, though each party seemed,

in some tlegree, to recognise each other's language. Sa-

cheuse, after a time, thought he could discover that they

spoke the Humooke di>ilect, drawling out their words,

however, to an unusual lengtli. He immediately ado|)ted

that dialect, and, holding up the present, called out tu

tliem, Kahkeite, come on 1 to which they answered, Naakrie,

naakrieai-plaite, no, no—go away ; and other words

wliiuh he made out to mean, that they hoped they were

not come to destroy them. The boldest then approached

tu the edge of the canal, and drawing from his boot a knife,

repeated, Go away ; 1 can kill you. Sacheuse, inti-

midated, told them lie was also a man and a friend, uh'!. at

the same time, threw across the canal some strings of beads

and a chequed shirt ; but these they beheld with great dis-

trust and apprehension, still calling, Go away, don't kill

us. Sacheuse then threw them an English knife, saying,

Take that. On this they approached with caution, picked

up the knife, then shouted and pulled their noses. These

actions were imitated by Sacheuse, who in return, called

out, Ileigh, yaw! pulling his nose with the same gesture.

Thoy now ))ointed to the shirt, demanding what it was, and

wiien told it was an article of clothing, asked of what skin

il was made. Sacheuse replied. It was made of the hair

of HU animal which they hud never seen ; on which they

picked it up with expressions of surprise. They now

began to ask many questions ; for, by this time, they

found the language, spoken by themselves and SaoheuBc,
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Imd sufficient resemblance tu enable them to hold some

communication.

Captuin Ross and Lieutenant Parry now visited them,

taking additional presents of looking glasses and knives,

with some caps and shirts. By the time they reached them

the whoie party were assembled ; those who had been ori-

ginally left at a distance with their sledges, having driven

up to join their comrades. The parly now therefore con-

sisted of eight natives, with all their sledges, and about

fifty dogs, two sailors, Sacheuse, Lieutenant Purry, and

Captain Ross ; forming a group of no small singularity,

^vhich was not a little increased by the circumstance of the

meeting taking place on a field of ice and at a cunsiderable

distance from the land.

Perceiving that the natives were cohsiderably alarmed,

Sacheuse called to them to pull their noses, as he had dis-

covered this to bo the mode of friendly salutation with these

people. This ceremony was accordingly performed by each

of the party ; the natives also retreated, making use of the

same gesture, the nature of which was now well understood.

In the same way tlie English party imitated their shouts as

well as they could, using the same e}<pression Heigh, yftw!

which appeared to he an expression of surprise and plea-

sure. Captain Ross then advanced towards them, and

presented the for most with a looking glass and a knife, re-

peating tiie same [ncseHts to the whole, as they came up i>

succession. Having now acquired confidence, they ad

vanced, offering, in return for knives, glasses and beads,

their knives, sea-unicorns horns and Sea-horse teeth, wh cli

wei'e accepted. One of them having enquired wiiat was the

use of a red cap which had been given him, Sacheuse put

it on his head, to the gr^at amusement of the rest, each of

whon put it on in his turn. The whole parly how pro<

cecdeil totheships. Their shoiiis, hailoos and 1Hugh tor '^ere

heartily joined in, and imitate^! by nil hands, as well ah the

ceremony of nose pulling. Tliet which most of all ex ted



TUB AKt'TlC RUCIUNS. Gfy

tlieir atlmiration, was the clrctimstaiKe of a sailor goin-j

aloft, and they kept their eyes on him till he reached the

•iuininit of the mast ; tite sails which hung loose they sup-

posed to be skins.

They were now loaded with various presents, consisliiijj

of some articles of clotliinj^, biscuit, and pieces of wo<ul,

in addition to which the plank that had been used in

crossing the chasm, was given to them. They then de-

])arted, promising to return as soon as they had eaten and

slept, as there was no means of t xphiining to them what

to-morrow meant. The parting was attended with the ce-

remony of pulling noses on both sides.

After they had reached and crossed the chasm, they were

observed by some men, who had been sent to accompany

tliem, throwing away the biscuit, and splitting the plank,

v.liich was of te;ik, into small pieces, for the purpose of

dividing it among the party. Soon after this they mounted

ilieir sledifes, and drove off in a body, hallooing apparently

it) ijrcat glee.

(Ill the 13th they were gratified by the appearance of

tliice of the natives at a distance. Prejjarations were made

for continuing their intercourse, if they should prove to be

the same as had been seen before, or lor obtaining a parley,

ifiliey should j)r()voto be strangers.

The Hag-staff, as on a former occasion, was, therefore,

pitched at some distance from the ships, and the natives were

shortly seen to approach it, without much hesitation or

ii!;irm. They were observed to take down the bag that was

iittached to it ; but after examining the contents, they

rtstored thini to their j)lace, and returned to their sledges.

Sacheuse was then furnished with presents, and sent to

speak with them. He found immediately that they were

not their old friends, but other natives, who had received a

good report of them, together with the history of their bdnf^

people that lived beyond the ice, and that this had prevented

nny alarm.
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It beinp proposed tliat (liey slioultl drive close to the ship

on (lieir siuilges, tlie eldest tjot into his sicdijc, for this pur-

pose, and they had tlius an oi)portuni(y of witnessing the

mode in wiiich lie mnnaj^ed his doj^s. These were six in

number, each iiavin<y a coUar of seal-skin, two inches wide,

to which the one end of u thont^, made of strong hide, about

three yards long, was tied, the other end being fastened to

the fore part of the sledge : thus they all stood nearly abreast,

each drawing by a single trace, without reins. No sooner

did they hear the crack of the whip, than they set ofi'iit full

speed, while he seemed to manage them with tiie greatest

rase, guiding them partly by his voice, and partly by the

sound of the whip. On a|)proacliing the sailors, however,

they became so terrified, that it was with soii.e difliculty

they could be stopped. They were at length fastened to the

ice, and one of the younger men, who had come up behiiid,

was left in charge of the whole.

When Sacheuse was desired to ask if thej had a kin^, he

pronounced the words Nuliikah, signifying a person in au-

thority; then Nakonack, i.e. a strong man, wiio can kill

more seals, and is respected or dreaded ; but they did not

understand him. He at last recollecteil that Pisarsuak had

been used as the name of chief; tliey immediately answered

in the aflirmutive, and said liis name was Tulloowak.

It was about three o'clock when they departed, highly

l)leased, The ice being covered with small protuberant

bergs, they were soon lost si^ht of as they drove away

towards the shore ; to gain which, they were obliged to fol-

low a very circuitous route ; this arose from a number ot

pools and chasms in the ice, as it was evident that they

were only three or four miles from the land in a direct line.

The greatest number of natives seen was about eighteen
;

many attempts were made to discover the numbers of the

tribe, but without success, as they could reckon no further

than five, and could therefore only say, " plenty people,"
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poiiitliiijf to the iiortli ; liut it must l)e recollected, tliat tliiti

was only a l)nrty detaeheil IVom the main body.

The slii|)s beiiiij iii^iiin uiuler Niiil, with more cheering'

|)ri)S|i(Cts before tliein, proceeded alcr"; the (i)!iri;in of the

i;i', wliere it .ippeared attached to the hind, with a fine

Ih'.i'Zl' from the north. In about two hoiirs they iirrived at

till' It.irrier of iceberj^s. ILivini^ p.issed llironnh mniiy in-

tiicMte and narrow cliniinels, at four o'clock they rounded a

i;i|i(', which they named after the Dnkt? of Y'ork, in com-

iiuiuoration of the birlh-duy of His Iloyal llii^hiiess. Tlie

liiiul, from this cape, took a W. by N. direction ; they conti-

nued to steer alonsj it, at the dist.mce of four miles, and, for

the iii'st time, saw tiie sea wash Ihf! rocks.

August 17th, they continued their course along; the land,

it ilii' distance of live or six nnles, amoni; numerous beri^fi

ami pieces of loose ice. They discovered that the snow on

lliefiice of the cliffs presented an apjiearance both novel and

iiitcMestinj;', beini^ appai'eiitly stained, or covered, by some

liiibstance, which gave it a di ep crimson colour. IVIany con-

jeetiues were formeil concerniuij the cause of this a|)pear-

uiice; it was at once determined, that it could not arise from

tlieiiiing of birds, as thousands of these, of various descrip-

tions, were seen rcj)eatediy sittiii;? on the ice, and on the

Hiow, but without produciiii;' any such etl'ect.

A boat with Mr. Ross, Mr. Beverley, and others, was sent

to brinii' ofl'some of the snow, and to make their remark:?

un the circumstances attciidinn' it ; they were also ordered

lu procure specimens of natural hisliiry, and to ascertain if

lliis part of the country was inhaliited. The boat arrived at

llie shore nearly at low water, and found that the tide had

lllcii nine feet. The party remained t»-.o hours on shore,

'"*! found the dill's were accessible at the spot wliere tluy

milled
; but they did not ijet to the top, beini:^ recalletl in

wnsec^uence of a breeze which spriiii'? up. They found

iliat the snow was penetrated, in may places to a depth of

ii'ii or twelve feet, by the colourini? matter, and that it had

r V. -Jd.
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the appearance of liaving been a lung time in that state.

Tiie boat returned at seven with a quantity of this snow

together ivith specimenii of tlie vegetation, and of the rocks,

The snow was examined by a microscope, magnifying 110

times, and the substance seemed to consist of particles

resembling a very minute round seed, all of them being of

the same size, and of a deep red colour ; on some of these

globules a small dark speck was also seen. It was the

general opinion of theoDicers that this was a vegetable sub-

stance, an opinion conrirmed by the nature of the |)lnce!i

where it was found. These were the sides of the hills, about

six hundred feet high, the tops of which were covered with

vegetation of a yellowish-green and reddish-brown colours.

The extent of these cliffs was about eight miles ; behind

them at a considerable distance, high mountains were seen,

but the snow which covered these was not coloured. Some

of the snow was dissolved, and bottled, when the water had

the appearance of jr-iduy port-wine. In a few hours it de-

posited a sediment ; which was examined by the microscope;

some of it was bruised, and found to be composed wholly of

red matter ; when applied to paper, it produced a colour

resembling that of Indian red. This substance has been

examined since the return of the ships to this country, and

various opinions given concerning it, but Dr. VVollaston

seems to concur in the opinion of its being a vegetable

substance produced on the mountain immediately above It.

It cannot be a marine production, as in several places

they saw it at least six miles from the sea, but always on the

face oj: near the foot of a mountain.

In the course of their tedious and often laborious progress

through the ice, it became necessary to keep (he whole of

the crew at the most fatiguing work, sometimes for several

days and nights without intermission. When (his was the

case, an extra meal was served to them at midnight, gene-

rally of preserved meat ; and it was found that this nou-

rishment, when the mind and body were both occupied, and
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(he sun rnntinnnlly presrnt. rrndored them capiible of ra-

rosining witliout sleep, so tbat they often passed three

(lays in this manner without any visible inconvenience
;

returning after a meal uf this kind to their labour on the

ice, or in the boats, quite refreslied, and continuing at it

witliont a murmur. Tlie exercise was doubtless a consider-

able preventive of the scurvy, which was the complaint moat

til be feared. As long as the vegetables lasted, no lime-

juice was served ; when the men got wet, which often hap-

pened, they were made to shift their clothes and put on dry

;)iies : caps of canvas, lined with flannel, were made for

tiiem ; these were conical in shape, and large enough to

cover the shoulders, and button under the chin ; they had

the effect of keejjing the neck and breast warm, and being

painted on tlie outside, turned the water off effectually
;

ilipy were made use of in rainy, snowy, or foggy weather.

With these precautions, and the men being all of good

(DMstitution, they never bad a sick person, and wiien they

irrived at this part of their voyage, no crews were ever in

liijilier health aud spirits.

Lieutenant Uobertsun, and other officers, were stationed

ill the mast-head to look out for the direction of the coast
;

and they made their reports that they were satisfied they

Ii.hI seen the land com|)letely round this bay at differeut

times; as did also the officers of the Alexander, who were

at the mast' head of that ship at the same time.

On the 19th of August, at fifty minutes past midnight

ilie ship being nearly on tiip, seventy seventh degree of

north latitude, ten leagues to the westward of Cape Sau-

inarcz, which forms the east side and the bottom of this bay,

the land was distinctly seen. On the 20tli and 21st,

when off Cape Clarence, at the distance of six leagues, the

land which forms the west side, and the bottom of this bay,

was also distinctly seen, and by two observations the coast

is determined to b« connected all round. At each of these

periods this InimenHC bay was observed to be covered with

t S -.'
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field- ii-e ; bcskh's wliicli, a vast chain i>( iiiri^e ici-lierf^s was

heeii to extt'iid across it ; these wcie iipparcntly a<;r()un(|,

and had piobably been driven on shore there by southerly

^ales. It was also observed, that the tid(> rose and fell only

lour I'eet, nnd that the stream was scarcely ])ercp])tible.

On theSOtii, they were by reekoninn', in latitude 70° 54'

Ts'., Caj)e Sauniarez ten leMj^-ues distant, and Carey's Is-

lund bearing about 8.E. Having; deterudned that tlieru

was no |)assaye further to the northward, they stood under

easy sail to the S.W. for ten miles further, during which

they had uiuuh ditliculty to avoid the loose ice with wliich

the sea was covered, and it becouunj;- thicker the nearer

they approached the shore, they iioveto in this position, for

the fon' to clear away

From these several considerations it ap|)ears jterfectly

certain that the land is here continuous, and that there is

no openinijf at the nortlnrnini)st |)art of Ballin's Bay from

Uackluit's Island to Cape Clarence. Even if it be iina-

f^iued that some narrow Strait may exist throuj^h these

mountains, it is clearly evident, that it must for ever be

nnnavigable, and that there is not even a chance of as-

certaiidufj its existence, since all approach to the bottoms

of these bays is prevented by ilw ice which fdls them to so

great a depth, and appears never to have moved from its

Btution.

lJein!i- thus satislied that there was no openinty into the

Pacific through these seas aiul tli;it there could be no furtlier

inducement to continue lonsfer in this j)lace, and it beiii^'

necessary to husband the little time yet remaiinni^, for the

work which was still to be done, C!aptain Hoss ordered ac-

curate b'iarin{>'s of tin; diflerent heiidlands to be taken, and

haviiiij named the remarkable ciipe I'orminff the west side of

tlie bay, alter the Duke of Clarence, in conunemoi'ition of

the birtii-day of his Royul lli<riiuess, they slinped their

course, on the moridnjLy «d' tin? 21st, towards the next opetl-

iiif^' wliicli appeared in view to the westward.
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Tl.py now stood for n Sound wliich (licy liad spcn on the

21-<l, tiickiiiij and hoarin"' up occnsictually lo avoid (ho ioe,

^\lli^•ll was fjciiprally iVom six to twi-lvi; I't.t't tiiick, very uii-

cMMi, and in |)iefes of various shapes ; they found it iinpos-

sil)le to keep clear of it, and th(! ship unrivoi(ial)iy received

Riime severe shocks, but fortunately suffered no damaj^e.

'J'o^vards the eveniuff tliey succeisaively made out (he nortli

and sDutli ])oint!i of tiie land across the bottom of tiiis bay,

or inlet, which nu'reed with Banin's df^scription of Jones's

Sound. At niidninlU, a ridufe of very hii^h mountains was

seen to extend nearly across the liottoni of it, joinini;' nno-

tiier from the south, which was not quite so hisrii. The bay

«iis completely blocked with ice, in which were some very

l;irije icebergs; and from the points of land, (f-laciers of so-

lid ice were Heen extending; for uiany miles into tlie sen. It

v^ns evident that there could be no |)assa!;e in that direction,

tiiid they, therefore, bej^an to beat to the southward. At

eleven at niyht, u ])iece of (ir wood was picked up: it con-

tained nails, and (he marks of (he j)lane and adze were also

evident. This seems to prove that it must have drifted up

(iie Bay, jtrobably by the strong southerly tvinds^. Many
si'iiis were seen, and tlie tracks of bears were vinible on the

ice in many places.

On the 30th of Auijust, near a Cape wliich they named

Cape Charlotte, a wide 0|)enin<>' appeared ; but the wind

sliiflinf:^ to the west, they could not stand in to explore it,

and therefore stood to the southward ; but, at ten in the

cvenini^, the wind thanged to the south, when they tacked

and stood in under all sail. The swell continued from

the S.S.E., and, at midnii^lit, the weather was very thick

and fot^j^y.

They saw the land which forms the northern side of the

opening, exteiuling from west to north in a chain of high

mountains covered with snow. Soon afterwards the south

Hide nf this o|)euing was discovered, extending from S.W.
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to S.G, forming; uImo ii clu'.iii of very hi^li moiintuins. In

the space between west and soutli-west, there appeared a

yellow tiky, but no land was seen, nor was (here any ice un

the water, except a few icebergs ; tlie opcninj^, therefore,

took the appearance of a channel, the entrance of which was

judi^cd to be forty-five miles wide ; the land on the nurtli

side lying in an E-N.E and W.S.W. direction, and on the

bouth side, nearly east and west.

Having had good observations for time, and a meridian

altitude of the sun, the latitude and longitude were accu-

rately determined ; and, at the same time, the bearings uf

the land wore taken and registered. Divine service was

performed ; and, in the afternoon, the wind having obliged

them to stand to the south side, they had an excellent view

of the most magnificent chain of mountains ever beheld,

This, and the Cape which terminates it, and forms the east-

ern extremity of the land un that side uf the channel, was

named after Sir Byam Martin, in compliment to thoComp-

troller of His Majesty's Navy ; and the various capes and

bays in this tract of land, were also named after his amiable

family and nearest relatives. These mountains, which take

their rise from the sea, at Cape Byam Martin on the east,

and from a low plain near Catherine's Bay on tiie west,

terminate in sharp lofty peaks ; and the rucks which form

them being, on one side or the other, and often on every

side, too perpendicular fur the snow to rest upon, they

are distinctly seen above it, displaying ver / remarkable

forms. In one place, nearly between Cape Fanshawe and

Elizabeth's Bay, two rocks, resembling human figures of a

gigantic size in a sitting posture, were seen on the highest

peak ; and, as it was considerably above the clouds, their

appearance was both extraordinary and interesting.

The snow appeared to be deep in the valleys o^ the inte-

rior, but the ravines next the sea were only partly filled with

it, and the precipices near the foot of the mountains were

perfectly bare. The rest of the day was spent in beating to
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tlic westward, all sail was carried, and every advnntnire

taken of tlie clianges in the direction and strcnj^tli of llie

wind. As the evening closed the wind died away, tlie wea-

ther became mild and warm, the water much smoother, and

the atmosphere clear and serene. The mountains on each

side of (h<! Strait, heiniy clear of clouds, disi)hiyed various

heautiful tints. For the first time they discovered that the

iiiiid extended from the south two-thirds across tliis apparent

Strait, but the fo;; wiiicii continually occupied that cjuarter,

obscured its real (ii;uip Durinjj this day much interest

was excited on hoard by tiie appearance of this Strait ; tlio

general opinion, how(!ver, was that it was only an inlet.

The land was partially seen extendinjj across, the yellow

sky was perceptible ; and, as they advanced, tlie tem|)era-

liire of the Avater hcifan to decrease. Tiie mast-head and

crow's nest w.is crowded witii lliose who were most anxious,

l)iit iioihinsf was fiimlly decided at (he setting of the sun.

Soon after midnight the wind began to shift, and the

ship came gradually up, enabling them (o stand directly up

the bay ; they, therefore, made all sail, and left the Alex-

ander considerably astern. At a little before four o'clock,

in the morning, tiie land was seen at tlie bottom of the inlet

by the officers of the watch.

Although a pnssage in this direction appeared liopeless.

Captain Ross was determined to explore it completely, as

the wind was favourable ; and, therefore, continued all

sail. At eight the wind fell a little, and the Alexander

bring far astern, the Isabella sounded and found six hun-

dred and seventy-four fathoms, with a soft, muddy bottom.

Tlicrc was, however, no current, but the temperature of

tlie mud was 29^'. Soon after this the breeze froslieiied

and they carried all sail, leaving the Alexander and steering

directly up the bay. The weather was now variable, being

alternately cloudy and clear at intervals. Mr. Beverley,

who was the most sanguine, went up to the crow's-nest ;

and, at twelve, reported that before it became thick, he
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had seen the liwuj across t\\p liay, ixccpt for a vrry sliort

space.- 'I'lie land to the S.K. vns very distiiuf, mid tliev

It transit and In-aiiiiij of CiiiK» Byam l\Iar(inluid an exfilli'i

aii.i Cape Fansliawc, vitli llic sliij)'s licad on tlio point of

HrnuniniT the variation,the clianiiC, til piiriioso f (!((.

sliould no s>'iiinutli--> Ix' ol^taiii Altli >! ill Iiou"!i all liopcs Mere

given up. even 1)V the most saniriiine, tliat passage

existed. d the wi'atlier ((•ndmied thick, they determinrd

to staiid hiijlier up, and put into any liarluiur they niii;lit

disi.'over, lor tin

tiuiis.

pur| )(ise 1)1 maiuiiir in ajriii'tical ohserva-

As tliey stood up the hay two rapes on the soutli side were

diseovered, one of whieli \va!" named after the Ivirl of Liver-

p()(d ; the land whieh foriix'd the boundary on one side of

Catherine's Hay, wiis naiiied Cape Hay. On the luu-tli

side ii reiuiirkishle eoiiieal rock, the only island on this jiarl

of the roast, was diocovend, and nuiued .Sir George Hope's

INIonuinent, afer one of the Lords of the Adrniraltv, who had

recouiinended Captain U II u; command of this ex-

pedition, and wlnise siirnatnre of his orders on his death-

bed was the last act of his valnahle life.

They distinctly saw the land lunnd the liottoin of th<> bay,

formiiii;' a eluiiii o\ mountains connccffd with those whitli

extended alon!>; the noitli and south sides. This hind ap-

j)eured to be at the distance of eij;hl leagues, TIhtc \uisa

continuity of ice, at the jlistance of seven miles, extending;

from one side of tht; bay to the other, between the nearest

cape to the north, which was named after .Sir Gcorij^e W'ar-

rendor, and that (o the south, which was nniiied after Vis-

count: Ciisllereaiih.

At .1 ipnutcr past thr<'e, the \\i ither as^'ain became thick

mid unsettled j and being now perfectly satislieii that (here

was no passage in this direction, nor any harbour intowliieii

they could enter for the purpose of n.aking' nuis;rietic obser-

vations, tluy tacked to join the Alexander which was at a

di t^ if ei^ht miles.



THE ARCTIC REGIONS. de<)

They continued to proceed until the 6th of September,

when it became calm : afterwards there were some light and

variable airs of wind. At eight it again fell calm, and con«

tinned so the whole day. The ship's head had, howcTer,

been generally kept near the course, by the assistance of

the swell, which was from the north ; and they made four-

teen miles of southing and a degree of easting, although

the log only gave half as much. They obtained some good

observations in the forenoon for the longitude ; and the sun

being visible in the meridian, they also took its altitude for

the purpose of ascertaming the latitude. At six it being

quite calm, and the water smooth, they sounded with the

deep sea clamms, and found one thousand and fifty fathoms,

which were the deepest soundings they ever reached in

Baffin's Bay. As they had only one hundred and twenty

fathoms fifteen miles further north, it is evident that the

bottom of the sea, like the land, must be very mountainous.

The mud at the bottom was so soft that the instrument was

completely buried, and it required considerable force to

draw it out. The sea being a dead calm, the line became

perfectly perpendicular, and they had a good opportunity of

obtaining the exact depth before it started out of the

ground. The instrument came up completely full, contain-

ing about six pounds of mud, mixed with a few stones and

some sand. This mud was much coarser than that which

they had before obtained, and was also of a much looser na-

ture : when the line came up, a small star-fish was found

attached to it, below the point marking eight hundred

fathoms. The instrument took twenty-seven minutes to

descend the whole distance. When atfivehuiidred fathoms,

it descended at the rate of one fatliom per second, and when

nearly one thousand fathoms down, it required one second

and a half per fathom. Although the clieck made to the

motion of the line when it struck the bottom, was evident

to ail, to put the fact beyond doubt, it was so niely set

us to act on die least resistance. The self-registering

P. V 58. 4 T
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tliermometer, was then attached to it, and it wiis letdown,

Orat to five hundred fathoms, and afterwards to six liuii-

dred, seven hundred, ei!i;ht hundred and a thousand, in

succession. At each timo it came up empty, tlie tliermo-

meter each time showing a lower temperature ; thus prov-

ing' that tho wator was colder as it liecamc deeper, and also

indicating that the instrument had not reacheil the bottom,

even at tlie depth of one tiiousand and five fathoms. It

occupied one hour for all hands to juiU it up from that

depth.

When the boat was off Agnes' Monument, they saw

two large bears which swam off to the ships, whioli wen;

at the distance of six miles from the land ; they fetched

the Alexander, and were immediately attacked by the boats

of that ship and killed ; one, which was shot through the

head, unfortunately sunk ; the other, on being wound<'d

attacked the boats and shewed considerable play, but was

at length secured, and towed to the Isabella by the boata

of both ships. In this affair, Mr. Bisson, Mr. Nius, mid-

shipmen, and Mr. Fisher, assistant-surgeon of the Alex-

ander, shewed much dexterity and address. This animal,

weighed one thousand one hundred and thirty-one pounds

and a half, besides the blood it had lost, which cannot be

estimated at less than thirty pounds. Its dimensions were

carefully taken, and Mr. Bevtrly nniltrtook to jin hcrve the

skin, in which lie porfeclly succeeded ; the bones oi the

head and feet were also preserved in their places, so that

he was sent to the Iirlti^h JMuseuni in excellent order.

On the 11 Ih, seven leagues to the eastward of this rock,

and at two miles distance;, they discovered tha largest

iceberg in latitude 70 they had ever seen at such a distance

from the land. As it was nearly calm, they determined on

ascertaining its size, and sent Lieutenant Parry, Mr.

Ross, and Mr. Bushman, and a boat with the necessary

instruments, to obtain llie m.ignctie dip ol variation. Con-

Bidri.ibie diflicultv w.is experirnted in (he attempt to land,
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ns in rowing roaiul it they found it perpendicular in every

place but one ; in this however there wns a small ereek, in

which a convenient landing-place was discovered. When
they had ascended to the top, which was perfectly Hut,

they discovered a white bear, who was in quiet posses-

sion of this naass. As tli^ir (ire-arins had been wetted, it

was some time before dispositions could be made for an

iittack, during which tte animal seemed to wait with

patience for the assault ; but as soon as they had formed

their line and began to advance, he made for the other side

of the island- The party had not calculated on any other

way (o escape but the landing-place before mentioned,

which they had left well guarded ; but to their mortification,

us well as astonishment, when the animal came to the edge

of the prcci|)ice, which wns iil'ty feet high, he plunged into

the sea without hesitation, and there being no boat on that

side of the island, he escaped. The party remained until

sun-set, and had good observations ; and Lieutenant Parry

reported, that the iceberg was four thousand one hundred

and sixty- nine yards long, three thousand eight hundred

and sixty-nine yards broad, and fifty-one feet high ; being

Hground in sixty-one fathoms. Its appearance was much

like that of the back of the Isle of Wight, and the cliffs ex-

actly resendded the chalk cliffs to the west of Dover.

On the 25th of September, the slops which were supplied

by (jovernment for winter clothing were served to the ships'

companies, orders being sent to Lieutenant Parry to thul

oflTfct. The whole of this day the weather was so foggy

that the land was completely obscured.

On the 30th of October they made the island of Fula,

and, passing between Fair Isle and Sumburg Head, ar-

rived at Shetland, anchoring in Brassa Sound, after an

absence of exactly six months. The Lerwick packet being

about to sail for Leith, Cajttain Ross sent a short account

of tlieir proceedings to the Secretary of the Admiralty, for

the inl'ormution of their Lordships ; in which, after recoui
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mending the officers and men of both ships, for tiicir me-

ritorious conduct, he concluded in the following words :—
" Not an instance of punisiiment has taken place in lhi<«

ship, nor has there been an officer, or man, on the sick list ;

and it is with a feeling not to be expressed, that I conclude

this letter, by reporting that the service has been performed,

and that the expedition, which 1 had the honour to com-

mand, has returned, without the loss of a man.

I have, &c. J. Ross."

On the 7th of November they sailed from Brassa Sound

"ith a fair wind, which carried them off Flamborough

Head, where they met with a strong breeze of N.E. wind
;

and after beating for several days they anchored in Grimsby

Uoads, on the 14th of November. The logs, journals,

charts, and other memoranda, being sealed, and collected

from all the officers of (he expedition. Captain Ross here

left the ship and departed for London, where he arrived on

the 16th, and delivered them with a full account of tho

proceedings to the Lords of the Admiralty.

He was directed by Lord Melville to signify their Lord-

ships approbation of the conduct of the officers and crews

of the two ships ; and to acquaint them, that it was probable

tn expedition of a similar nature would be undertaken in

the ensuing spring ; and that those who were desirous of

volunteering their services, should have a preference over

all others, should be found employment during the winter,

granted a month's leave of absence, and kept in pay until

the ships were ready for receiving men ; upon which nearly

the whole volunteered, and the Isabella and Alexander

were paid often the 17th of December.

An account of Capt. liom's luil I'oyaije uill be found in //»* fuc-

tetdiny I'uffes,
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THIRD VOYAGE

OF

CAPTAIN PARRY,

Before entering on a history of the third voyage of Cap-

tain Parry, it will be profitable to give an extract from a

recent publication. It says, the existence of a North-West
Passage, or of a navigable communication between tlie Atlantic

and Pacific Oceans round the northern coast of America, is a

ciuestion which has exercised the in^^enuity of the learned for

the last tliree centuries ; and the return of our adventurous

countryman Captain Hoss, from his renewed efforts to aid in

its determination, has once again created a lively interest upon

tlic subject among all classes. Its object may be briefly ex-

plained thus

:

The greater part of the land contained on the surface of

our globe, is collected into two great masses ; the one of

vvliich is situated in its eastern hemisphere, and is called the

Old World ; the other in its western hemisphere, and termed

tlie New World. The former, which is composed of the

united continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa, presents one

unbroken mass of land, stretching from the Cape of Good
Hope in the south, to the Arctic Sea in the north. The New
World, or the continent of America, forms a similarly unin-

terrupted barrier, extending a nearly equal length, from the

Straits of Magelhaens in the South, to a point yet undeter-

niiiicd in the North. The Atlantic Ocean is interposed

4U
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between these two masses, on one side of tlie gIol)c, and the

Pacific Ocean separates tltem on tlie opposite sitle. Previous

to the close of the fifteeiitli century, it was not known lliat any

coniniiniication existed lietwecn tliese oceans ; in other words,

the countries situated on tlie Atlantic, (including of course

the principal nations of Europe) had no niaritiinc connexion

with those washed by the Pacific (of which the East Indiis

forms a part). There are at present two practicable loutL.s

by which such communication is maintained. The one is, hy

the southern extremity of the Old World, or the Cape of

Good Hope, the other, by tlie southern extremity of the New

World, through the Straits of Magelhaens, or round Cape

Horn. They may be termed respectively the South-lvist

Passage and the South-West Passage, from the Atlantic into

the Pacific. Each of these passagefl, however, implies the

necessity of sailing to the southern end of the Atlantic, hefoie

either the eastern or the western turning into the Pacific

can be reached ; and as the chief maritime nations of tlie

world are placed much nearer to its northern end, it lias

occurred to them, that if they were to sail to the noitlicrn

instead of the southern extremity, and then turn to the ea>t

or to the west, they would reach the Pacific much soonc r

;

in other words, that a North-East Passsige (round the nortii-

em coast of Europe and Asia) or a North-VVest Passayc

(round the northern shores of America) would be a niiicli

shorter route than the existing South-East or South-West

Passage.

But obstacles exist to the accomplislinicnt of either o

these northern passages, which do not exist in the souihen

routes. The northern shores of both the Old and the Nev

World arc HJtuated in much higher latitudes than thei

southern limits, and are therefore subject to a much mon
intense degree of cold ; so that while the waters that binin(

the latter are at all times open to the seamen, th.ose wliici

encircle the former, are, during the greater portion of llu

year, frozen into a vast icy harrier, entirely obstructing al,

navigation. Another circumstance also operates to the game
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effect: in accomplishing cither of tlie soutliern ])assnf^ef!, tlic

naviif.itor lias rncrt'ly to round a jutting proniont(jry in a hi^li

latitiuli' ; hut in attemptinir cilher of tlie northeiri routes, ho

lias l<i pa'^s a long line of coast exteiuling ahove 100" or 180'

of longitude under the same frozen parallel.

The question of a North-East I'assage has long since

ceased tu exnuite uch interest. It is certain, indeed, that a

sc;i extends from Beliring's Strait to the Spiizhergen Seas ;

l)iit the passage has never yet been peifornied, and may be

fairly assumed to be impracticable. A North-West Passage

would be a mucli shorter route ; hut a shorter than all has

been suggested, which is termed the North Polar Passage.

It consists in sailing through the Spitzbergen Seas direct into

the Polar Basin, or the region iuimcdiately surrounding the

Ninth Polo, and emerging at Heliring's Strait ; its (rack thus

t'dniiiii", as it were, tlii' diameter of the circle |)ieseiited by

the northern shores oi' I'.urope and Asia on the one side, and

those of America on the other. We shall now give a brief

i<keicli of the various attempts that have hc-en made to eilect

the remaining two passages, the Xorth-West and the Polar

;

rrinarking on the ob taeles that Iiave frustrated their accom-

])li'hment, and the desiilerata yet remaining for that purpose.

The didlculties which impede the navigation of the Arctic

Seas, arije, as before observed, from the extreme cold to

which their high latitude exposes them. Owing to the

spherical form of the earth's surface, anil the oblicjuity of its

axis, the sun is, for a considerable portion of the year, eii-

liiilv \\ithdrawn from these regions. Throughout this long

and dreary night, an intense frost prevails. As early as the

iMNiiili of August, snow begins to fall ; a rapid formation of

iee ensues ; almig the shores and bays, the fi-esh water,

piuired from rivulets, or drained from the thawing of former

cellections of snow, becomes quickly congealed ; the surface

of the sea is spread over with ice, and its waters are firmly

bound up into one solid mass. The gloomy darkness of im-

Jieiietrable winter now reigns throughout ; occasionally, Ji

deed, relieved or aggravated, by tlie moon's feeble rays.
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At Iciigtli tlie sun re-appears; but it is long before Ins faint

and languid beams impart much warmtli to the dreary waste.

Gradually, however, their power increases ; the snow begins

to melt, the ice slowly dissolves, and the ocean is once again

set free. The massy sheet which its surface lately formed is

broken into a thousand fragments, of various size and tliick-

ncss : these, impelled by the violence of winds and currents,

arc dispersed in all directions, sometimes meeting with fearful

shocks, and shivering each other into atcmis. This disruption

of the ice generally happens about the month of June ; and

a few weeks are comni' y sufficient to disperse the floating

fields.

The sea is at last open, for a short and dubious interval, to

till' pursuits of the adventurous seaman ; but the navigation

is accomplished only with great difficulty to him, and at the

imminent hazard of his being crushed by these floating fields

of ice. Another obstacle, not less formidable, impedes his

progress ; namely, the icebergs, or insulated mountains of ice,

which float like lofty towers upon the ocean, threatening to

overwhelm with instant destruction the frail bark that sails be-

neath. These are formed by the congelation of the fresh

water that pours annually into the ocean, and are collected

along the indented aliores and in the deep bays enclosed by

precipitous rocks. Every successive year adds to their size,

till at length, by the action of their own accumulated weight,

and undermining of the sea, the enormous blocks are broken

off', and precipitated into the ocean below. These mountains

of hard and perfect ice are probably the gradual pioduetion

of many years. Their substance is clear, compact, and solid

;

and Mitir tint of a fine green, verging to blue. Its clearness

is generally interrupted by numerous small air-bubbles ; but

large pieces may be occasionally obtained, possessing a degree

of purity and transparency, equal to that of the most beauti-

ful crystal. Captain Scoresby states that, with a lump of ice,

of by no means regular convexity, used as a burning lens, he

has frequently burnt wood, fired gunpowder, melted lead,

and lit the sailors' pipes, to their great astonishment ; the ica
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itself remaining, in the mean wliilc, quite firm and pellucid.

'I'lie salt-water ice, on the other hand, is porous, incompact, and

only iriiperfectly transparent ; and is annually formed and de-

stroyed. The appr-arance of a niunerous collection of icehergsi*

described as interesting in the extreme. Along the western

coast of Greenland, they form an imnit^nse rampart, which pre-

sents to the mariner a sublime spectacle, resembling at a distance

whole groups of churclies, mantling castles, or fleets under

full sail.

The first navigator wliose efforts appear to have inspired a

reasonable hope of finding the Norlh-Wcst Passage, was

Caspar de Cortereal, a Portuguese, who, in the year 1500,

discovered the country called Labrador. Coasting thence to

the northward, and reaching the wide opening of Hudson's

Strait, he concluded that he had found the so-much-dcsired

passage into the Pacific, which he named the Strait of

Anian. He returned to Portugal and in the following year

embarked on a second expedition, with two vessels ; but

having been separated from his consort by bad weather, he

was never heard of more. His brother, Michael dc Cortereal,

who sailed in quest of him, shared a similar fate ; and it was

only the positive order of the king, Manuel, which restrained

a tliird brother from continuing the fruitless search. Tin two

Cabotas had previously engaged in the same enterprise ; but

tlit'ir efforts had terminated only in the discovery of New-
loundland.

Cortereal was succeeded by Aubert and Jacques Cartier

on the part of France, and by Estcvan Gomez on that of

Spain ; but all the endeavours of these navigators to discover

any opening in the northern coast, that held out the least hope

of a passage in that quarter, were in vain.

About the same period, the idea of a vovage to the North

Pole was first suggested by Master Robert 'I'horne, of IJristol,

"lio IS said to have exhorted King Henry Vlll. " with very

weighty and substantial reasons, to set forth a discovcrie, even

to the North Pole." Among other advantages that were held

out as the probable results, was the discovery of a shorter
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passage trt Cliina and tlie East Indies : I)iit, nltlioupli nn ex-

pedition was sent out fur this purpose, the |)r(icee(litigs coii-

neeted uitli it are seaicily at all known. Tlie vovii^u of

•' The Trinitie and the Minion," to the north-vvost, tbilowed

in 15.'3G, hut witliout any further success ; and between tlie

years 1553 and 155G, Sir Hugh Willougiiby, llicliaid

Cliniicclor, and Stephen Burougli, perlbrincd three sevend

voyages in quest of a North- Mast Passage, hut could not, on

account of immense shoals of ice, proceed further than the

Strait of Weigats.

Notwithstanding the failure of so many attempts, the belief

tliat America was to be pMSscd soniewliere on the norlh-west

still remained unimpaired among the merchants and naviga-

tors of England, and was supported by the writings of the

most learned men in the nation. Under the auspices of

Queen Elizabeth, Martin iMobishcr made liu-ee successive

voynges, in 1.570, 1j77, and 1578 ; but his progress was ex-

ceedingly small. Vet their jiiomoters were still satisfied " of

the likelihood of the discovery of tlie North-West Passage,"

and they accordingly resolved on a new expedition. The

conduct of this was intrusted to tlie celebrated John Davis,

who in 158.5, succeeded in passing up the Strait, which now

bears his name, as high as latitude (jG" 40', and discovered the

inlet called Cumberland Strait. He pcrfoimeil two sidisequent

voyages in the succeeding two years, in the second of which

he stood sixty leagues u}) Cund)erland Strait.

No further attempt was made, until the commencement of

the seventeenth centiuy, when (ieorge Weymouth de()artcd

on an expedition, fitted out at the joint expense of the Mus-

covy and Tiukey Companies ; but his voyage was a complete

failure.

In the years 1()0,5, IGOG, and 1G07, the King of Denmark

despatched Henry Hall three several times, but all his attempts

were iVuitlcss.

As neither the passage by the north-ea^, nor that by the

north-west, seemeil now to hold out much hope of success, it

Was resolved again to liy the route across the North Pole.
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Accordingly, flenry Hudson, an experienced and intrepid slm-

nian, was selected ("or this enterprise ; and in tlie year lUOT,

he set sail from Mni^land, and stood directly Cor llie east eoast

of Greenland, wiiicli lie reaclird in latitude 7-3", naming; the

yto'int llt)/(l Xiilh Unpc; tlienee eontinninir norlliward lie advan-

ced to about latitude 81", when lie was eonipelled liv theiic lo

return. In tlie lollowiut; year he \v;is eiiiplosed, wilhout

sui cess, in search of a North-East I'assane ; and in KiOO, l>v

tlie Dnieli, in an expedition of very did)ious ohjcet. In ifilO

he eniharked on his last and Ihtal vovntje once attain to the

north-westward. Keepincj to tlie westward, he passed the

strait which now beais his name ; luit soon afterwards, lii.s

crew mutinied, and, turning hiui aihil't in a boat, abandoned

him to a miserable l";ite.

Sir Thomas Button followed next, in 1()12, and, passing

tlirougli Hudson's Strait, leaclicd the main land of America

in latitude 60" 40'. Ilavinir wintered, he advanced as hinh jin

latitude 05", on the east eoast ol' Southampton Island, and

returned to England in the summer of 1613.

llobert Bylot, in lCl5, proceeded about half a degree

further norib, and, in the following year, embarked with

liaffin, to exiimine the sea lying north and west of Davib'

Sirait. In this voyage, one of the nio-t remarkable and

important ever nccoMiplislied in the same cpiarter of the globe,

thiy traced the west coast of Greenland up Davis' Strait, as

far as the northern extremity of the sea now named after

I'llliii ; then, turning to the westwaril, they followed it round,

iiiKJ descended the opposite shores to the south, passing, in

ilitir way, several large openings, which they neglected to

ixaiiiine, apjiarently assuming lln'iii to be merely Sounds.

Luke Fox followed in IG-H, and explored lIud?on''s Bay ;

niul, in 1GG8, Zachariah (iillani was sent out by Prince

Uiipert, to examine the same quaiter ; and the results of this

voyage appear to have led to the formation of the Hudson's

Buy Company.

No further attempts were ma^le on the western coast of

America, until the inifortunate voyage of Knight, Barlow,
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and Vaughan, in 1719, on tlio part of the Hudson's Hay

Company, in search of " tlte ** rait of Anian, in order to

discover giild, &c., to the nortliward ;" when, of two shins

tliat were sent out, neither returned.

John St:roggs was sent in search of them in 1722, but lie

returned without accomplishing any thing of the smalliht

note.

In 1737, a similarly unsuccessful attempt was made hy the

Hudson's Bay Company, at the suggestion of Mr. Arthur

Dobbs, who afterwards pievailed on the Government to ap-

propriate two vessels for this service, under the orders of

Captain Middleton, who left England in 1741, and wintcrcil

in Churchill River ; and, in the summer of 1742, proceedoil

up Sir Thomas Roe's Welcome to Wager Iliver, and saiKd

round what is called Repulse Bay. The offer by Parliiinient

in 174)3, of a reward of -20,000/. to whomsoever of His

Majesty's subjects should discover a North- West Passaj^e

through Hudson's Strait, seemed to evince that the public

opinion still remained decidedly in favour of its practicability.

A subscription of 10,000/. was entered into, and two ships

werf sent out, in 1746, under Captains Moor and Smith, who

mere'y, however, ascertained that Wager River was a deep

bay or inlet.

On the failure of this expedition, the public ardour seems

to have been somewhat damped ; and, for nearly thirty years,

no attempt at northern discovery by sea was made, either by

the government or by private individnals ; but, in 1772,

Samuel Ilearne accomplished a iand-journey from the Prince

of Wales's Fort, Hudson's Bay, to tin. termination of the

Copper-mine RUer, in the Arctic Sea.

About the same time, the question of die practicability of

approaching the North Pole was revived by the Hon. Dailies

Harrington, who presented to the Royal Society a scries ot

papers on the subject, which induced the President and

Council to apply to the l:'arl of Sandwich, then Tirst Lord of

the Admiralty, to obtain His Majesty's sanction for the fitting

fjut an expedition for tliat service. The proposal nuetiiig
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willi tlic cnuntLMianco of liis Majesty, Iwo ships, the Ruce-fiov'^e

ami the Curcnse bombs, were equipped accordingly ; the

foinier under tiic orders of Caplaiu Constantine John I'iiipps,

(al'ierwards Lord Muln;rave,) who was appointed cotnniandcr

oftlie expedition ; tlie latter under those of Caj)tain Skeninir.

ton l>utwidge. They sailed from the Nore on the lOtli of

Juno, 1778, and on tlie evening of the 27th, reached the

l;ilitude of the south part of Spit/.bergcn. On tlie 5lh of

Juiv, tliev fell in witli the main body of the ice, wiiich stretcher

across from Spit/l)crgen to Greenland, and commenced look-

iiif^ for an opening by which they niigl.i pa--s through, as

nlated in the narrative given in this work. The ice was

pxaniined, from cast to west, for above ten degrees, but with-

out success ; and Captain Phipps now " began to conceive

tliat the ice was one compact impcmt ruble i);)(ly.'"

The ill success of this attiin[)t did not cause the hopes of

discovering a northern navigable communication bi tween the

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, to be abandoned. I he Act of

Parliament, granting the reward of 20,000/., was altered so as

to include bis Majesty's ships, and to extend the condition of

a passage through Hudson's Bay, to that of every northc-.n

passage
; and a sum of 5000/. was also awarded to any ship

that approached within one degree of the Nortii Pole.

In 1776, Lieutenant Picliersgill was sent in the brig Lion

tn examine tiic western shores of Baffin's Bay ; but the result

was unsuccessful.

In the following year the same vessel was despatched, under

Lieutenant Walter Young, on a similar service, and also ti)

examine the practicability of a passage into the Pacific, in the

lii)|)e of meeting Captain Cook, who was expected to be about

lliat time engaged in attempting to pass from the Pacific into

llic Atlantic ; but he returned without having accomplished

any tiling.

'Ilic narrative of Ilcarnc, whose journey down the Copper-

mine River to the Arctic Sea, we have already mentioned,

was long regarded with mistrust ; hut a similar expedition,

uiulcrtakcn by Alexander Mackenzie, in 1789, in which ho
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(IcscenckMl the livcr tliat now hoars his name, ami reacliciJ the

Arctic Ocean, considorahly to the westward of tlie point at

wliich Ilearne arnved, served to give a stronger appeafaiiee

of triitl) to this latter traveller's statements, and, by proving

the existence of a sea to the north of America, to hicrcasc the

probability of a Xorth-West Passage. Rut the long and

disastrous war which soon afterwards convulsed the whole of

Europe, directed the skill and resources of tlie nation into

another channel, and put an effectual stop to the progress of

northern discovery.

No sooner, however, had peace been restored, than the

attention of the British Government wus again drawn to this

long-agitated question. The possibility of effecting a North-

West Passage, became once more a fruitful source of dehiite,

and was discussed with a keenness, and a regard to tlie results

of former experience, in estimating the probability of its

success, that had rarely been evinced before. The reasons

assigned in its favour were many and cogent. A perpetual

current setting down from the northward, along the eastern

shores of America and the western coast of Greenland, was

said to afford a strong presumption, that between Davis'

Strait and the Great Polar Basin, there was an uninterrupted

communication. The vast quantities of drift-wood floa'eil

down by this current, whose appearance frequently indicated

that it had recently been in a growing state, and in a warmer

climate, and whose substance denoted the produce of n.iklei

latitudes, was adduced as another powerful argument to the

same effect. A third, on which equal stress was laid, was

derived from the fact, well known to those engaged in the

Greenland fislieries, that whales, which had been harpooned

in the Spitzbergen Seas and Davis' Strait, liave been caught

in the Pacific (Jcean, on the western coa^t of America. The

general trending of the noitliern coast of that continent, as Ici-

dicated by the three points th'Mi known, Icy Crpe, andthemeaths

of the Mackenzie and Copper-mine lliver'-< ; the testimonv of

the native Indian maps ; and the occurrence, in Greenland,

tif a species of heath, which had never been found in Amtrica;
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were all regarded as additional grounds of tlic same sup-

position.

Till" disappearance of a large quantity of ice from the

Aiclic Regions, and the removal of li' • icy barrier wliicli was

s;injx)seil to have, lor lour centuries, blocked up the eastern

coast of Greenland, seemed to pr' .sent an opportunity ptculi-

arlv favourable for the resumption of those labours which had

liLL'ii iutt-rrupted only by the political disturbances of Kurope.

][ was resolved, therefore, that two distinct expeditions should

liL' lilted out and despatched ; the one to proceed up Davis'

Strait, lor a considerable distance to the northward, and iluii,

roiuiding the north-east point nf the continent of Aineric.i, to

liuld a westerly course, with the view of reaching Ikhring's

Strait ; the other, to pioceeil in a direction as due north as

iiiij;ht he found practicable, through the Spitzbergen Setis,

ami, in the event of finding an ()])en Polar 13asin, to pass across

llic Pole, and make for Behring's Strait, also.

Accordingly, four merchant-ships were iiired and comaiis-

tloued for this [)urpose; two of which, the Isalnlld, of 38.5 tons,

CDiTimandcd by Captain John Ross, and the Jlcxander, of

252k tons, by Lieutenant William Edward Parry, were

destined for the North-west Passage ; and the remaining two,

the Doiulltcd, of iiH2 tons, conimjinded by Cajjlain David

IJiichan, and the 7';e«^ of 2i9i tons, by laeutenant John

I'raiddin, for the Polar route.

These vessels, having been most completely repaired ami

sticngthencd, so as to enable them the better to resist the pres-

sure of the ice, and having been fitted witli stores of every

description for two years, dropped down the river on the IHtli

of April, 1818, and started for llnir rcjpective destinations,

with the most sanguine anticipations of success on the part of

;ill on board, and with a confident expectation of obtaining

the reward which the munificence of I'.nliament held (jtit to

ilicni, in the event of a fortunate issue. Early however, in

the month of October, the expedition under Captain Buchan

had returned unsuccessful. 'I'he shijis under iiis command
had proceedttl to about latitude 80' '60', when they weru over-
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tikcn by a tremendous gale, wl'lch drove thcni direct into tlia

ICO, and so disabled the Dorothea, as to render it necessary fur

ner to be sent home ; and, as she was deemed unsafe to pro-

ceed alone, the Trent was obliged to accompany her. The

issue of the expcd. on under Captain Ross has been already

described.

Having sufficiently proved the futility of attempting a north-

west passage by the way of Hudson's Bay, the most likely

rout of succeeding appeared to Captain Parry to be through

Prince Regent's Inlet, whicii running to the south-west, is

obliquely opened by the current round the North of America;

accordingly a third expedition was fitted out, consisting of the

same ships, and nearly the same officers and men, and was in-

trusted to Captain Parry.

In order to co-operate with this expedition, Captain Lyon

was dispatched from England in 1824, as stated in the pre-

ceding part of this work, with the Griper ; directed to

winter in Repulse Bay, and in the spring of 1825 to proceed

with a small party to the northern shores of America ; but

tlirough bad weather he was compelled to return.

Captain Henry Perkins Hoppnor was appointed to the

Fury, and the William Harris transport, Leiuteuant Prit-

chard was to accompany ihem, with a jjortion of stores to be

delivered over to the above ships on arriving at Davis's Strait.

In most respects the equipments were similar to the last.

Sylvester's warming stove was placed in the very bottom of the

ship^ holds, and the flues which passed through the cabins of

the Officers ran nearly close to the ships sides.

in preparing the equipment the ships were frequently visit-

ed by ?«ir 'I'lionias Byam Martin, the Comptroller of the navy,

ky Lord Melville, and other Lords of the Admiralty.

tl^\y in May they were ready to proceed, and the follow-

ingtf " ftatement of the Officers d(c. who sulcd on board lli(

two KiiMS.
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On board the Hecla.

Capt. William Edward Parry, ••.. Commander.

Jolin I.and VVynn, Joseph Shcrer,! , .

,, T- . t Lieutenants.
Henry \< oster,

J

Samuel Neil! M. D. Surceon.

WiHiani Harvey Hooper, Purser.

William Rowland Assistant Surgeon.

John Brunton, Francis II. M."]

Crozier, Charles Richards, \. Midshipmen,

Horatio Nelson Head, ... .J

James Harrison, Clerk.

John Brothers, Gunner.

William Smith, Boatswain.

George Fiddis, Carpenter.

John .Allison, Greenland Master.

George Champion, Ditto Mate.

Other Officers and seamen 45.

On board the Fury.

Capt. Henry Perkins Hoppner, •• Commander.

Horatio Thomas Austin, Jamesl _

.

^, , „ V Lieutenanta.
Clark Koss,

J

Allan M' Larcn, •• Surgeon.

James Halse, Purser,

Thomas Bell, Assistant Surgeon.

Berkley Westr()pp,Cli.uli'fi Crump] ,,.,,.
i\r II 11 1 !>• 1 r Midshipmen.
Waller, I,(Iwaid Uird. ....J

'

William Mogg, Clerk.

James More, Gunner.

William Wentwort h, Boatswain.

Charles Piirfer, Carpent

George Crawford, Greenland Master.

Thomas Donnldson, • Ditto Mate.

Other Officers and seamen 4.5.

The tollowing instructions were issued to Captain Parry

oy the Lords of the Admiralty.
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Ihj Ihc Comwisxioncr.ifor executing thcofjirc of Lord II/vK

Jtlinind of the Ui;i/cd Khigdoin of Great Britain uiid lic-

itnul Sfc.

I,ord \'iscoiint Milvillo liavini; coniiminicaU'd to lliu Kinir

tlie pmccfdiiii^s of tlie late expedition into the Arctic: Scis,

and His Majesty Iiaving lieen ^^racioiisly ple;ise(l to ex|)icvs

liis commands, lliat another expedition should he fitted out,

for llie purpose of pursuln:; the attempt to discover a passiijre

by sea between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and ascertain-

in"- t!ie geograpliy of the Northern boundaries of tlic American

continent.

We have thou;;iit |)roper to appoint you to tlie foniniaiid

of the expedition, and you are hereby required and directi.'d to

put to sea in His Majesty's sliip llecla, under your command,

witli His Majesty's ship Fury, whose Commander lias Ixeii

placed under your orders, and taking with you tlie Williniu

Harris transport, which the Navy IJoard has been directed

to place at your disposal, for the purpose of carrying a pro-

portion of your provisions and stores across the Atlantic; you

are to proceed, as quickly as may bo consistent with a due

care not to part company up Davis's Strait, and having arri'

vcd at the latitude in which you may think it advisable to

cross over the western side of that Strait, you will take the

first favourable opportunity of clearing the transport of the

stores and provisions with which she is charged, for the use of

the expedition, and having so done, you are to send the trans-

port back to England, so as to prevent her incurring any

tlanger from the ice, reporting by tliat opportunity, your pro-

ceedings to our Secretary, for our information, and then makiiii;

the best of your way with his Majesty's Ships in the prosecu-

tion of your orders.

The experience of your former voyages, seems to prove

that the two channels which afford the most rcascmahle proj-

pect of a passage for the ships into the sea, which bounds tlio

north coast of America, are that round Cockburn's Island,

near whi( h your last voyage terminated, and Prince Regent'

Inlet, which you discovered in your forme
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Several considerations, hiit particularly tlie obstacles wliiili

you found in Priiiee ilefjenfs Inlet in 1819, might have indu-

tfd us lo give the prcfiTcnee to the attempt to niako a passage

round Coekhnrn's Island, but the strong opinion whiili you

have conveyed to ns in favour of the attempt through Prince

KcgentV Inlet, the confident hope which yo:i cxjjrcss that the

ice which, at the period of the year in which you visited the

iiiirt, ohslrueted your passage, was likely to he removed by

circnmslanccs of season and weather, within the navigable

part of the year, and the confideuco which we are justified in

placing in your judgment and experience, determine us to

authorize and direct you to |)ursue the course wliich you con-

sider the most promising, namely, through Prince Regent's

Inlet. You will therefore, after you have dispatcheil the

transport home, make the best of your way to l.ancastir

Sound, and proceeding through Harrow's Strait, endeavour to

make through Prince Regent's Inlet, your passage into the

Sea which bounds the Continent, and iheiicc westward to the

Pacific.

Should you succeetl, in this first atteiript of passing thi-ough

Prince Regent's Inlet, it is prohable, from what has Wvn
already discovered of these parts, that you may find different

courses opening to you ; the decision as lo that most likclv

til conduce to the objects of the expedition, must be relerr.d

to your own judgment, on a view ol' the existing circum-

stances of your own former proceedings, of the discoveri(s of

Captain rranklin (with a copy tif whose account of his pro-

ceedings you are furnished) at the mouth and to the eastward,

of the Copper-mine Uiver.

If you shouki be so successful as to find a practicable pas-

sige down to the coast of America, you are to make the best

of your way in accomplishing the main object of the expedi-

tion, without slopping to examino il'-f cnn-^t, or for any other

object not of imperious unportance ; but whenever the ships,

may be checked in their progress by tiic ice, or unav()id;d)lo

circumstances, you will take every opportunity of exaniiniPL;

the coasts and islands in the neigiibouriiood, anil of malvlni<
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nil useful ohscivatioiis relating to llicm. His Majesty's govern-

iiieiit having appointed two land expeditions for exploring the

North coast of Auieriea, the one under Captain Lyon, to |in)-

cced from Repulse Bay across the Isthmus towards Atkdiii',

and thence along the coast towards Coi)pcr-niine River, tl.i'

other, under Captain Franklin, to j)rocced from Mackeii/ii '•;

River, to the ley Cape, it would he desirahle, if you should

reach any part of the coasi, that, you should mark your pro-

gress by erecting flag-staffs on a few of the most dislinguisli-

ahle points, which you may successively visit, and yon are

to bury at the foot of the flag-staffs such proportion and kind

of provisions as you may think advisable. And as it is possi-

ble that the flag staff may be removed by natives, you should

surround it by a pile of stones, conspicuous from some point

of the shore, which may guide the Land expeditions to the

depots there left.

It is imnecessary to give you any detailed directions as to the

concert of signals with them, as you have informed us that you

have made arrantrements of that nature with Captains f-yon

and Franklin, respectively ; and if you should meet with

these olliiccrs, or their parties, and tliat they should be desir-

ous of coming on board, you are to receive them, bearing

them as Supernumeraries.

Should you happily reach the Pacific, you are to proceed to

Kamschatska, for the purpose of delivering to the Russian

Governor duplicates of the journals and other documents

which the passage may have supplied, with a request that

ihey may be forwarded over land to St. Petersburgh, to he

conveyed from thence to London. From Kamschatska, you

will proceed to the Sandwich Islands, or Canton, or such

other place as you may think proper, to refit the ships and re-

fresh the crews ; and if, during your stay at such place, a

safe opportunity should occur of sending papers to England,

you should send duplicates by such conveyance. And after

Iiaving refitted and refreshed, you are to lose no time in re-

turning to England, by such route as you may deem moiil

convenient.
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It may happen that your progress along the North coast

of tlie American conlinoiit may Ijl- slow as to render it desir-

able lliat, if you should not he able to accomplisii your pns-

saf,'C into the Pacific earlier than the autumn of 18!i7, you

sliiMiKl be assiiiiMl of iiiidiiig a depot of piovisiuiis at lliat

period in the most aiivanced Mtuatiou to wbleh they can safely

be conveyed. In the event, then, of liur not receiving liom

you siieb intclliffcnce as may render tlie measure unncci'ssary,

we shall, about the close of the year 182C, direct tiie Com-

mander in chief on the south American station, to dispatch

a vessel witli a supply oi' provisions and s-toies, so as to be

at Ikhring's Straits about August or Septend)er 1827. The
Cunmiander of this vessel will be diricied to make the best

of his way round Cape Prince of Wales, where he may

expect, as we are informed, to find an inlet in latitude Gti"

80', in whieh Captain Kotzebue is stateil to have found

anciiorageafewyears since. He will be directed to lie in that

anchorage, or in the nearest good anchorage Ua may find in that

latitude, and he will be ordered to erect, in the most i)romi-

ncnt and visible situation, a flag-staff for your direction. As

it is possible lliat you nuiy touch at the Sandwich Islands,

this Officer will be directed to call at Owhyhec, in order

tlial, if you should have passed to the southward, he may
lint be put to the inconvenience of going on to Cape Prince of

\V'ales : aTid this affords a reason of preference for your

touching atOwhyhce. And you on your part, if you should

liist reach the neighbourhood of Captain Kotzebue's anchor-

age, should erect a flag-staff, or a pile of stones, in some

iDiispieuous place, and l)ury a bottle with a paper which may
acrjuaiiit the said officer of your having passed. This vessel

will be directed to remain in that neighbourhood as long in

the autumn of 18'?7 is the season will admit ; and when she

is obliged to lea e ii, iier commander will bury, under a pile

of stones, in som conspi';uous place, directions where you

may find a depot o:' provisions, of such species as he may

judge likely to be nos.. useful to you, and that he may be

al)|o to spare.

4Y
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Whenever the season shall be so far advanced as to make

it unsafe to navigate the ships, on account of the long iiicrlnj

Imving set in, and the sea being impassable on account of ice

you are, if you should have so far advanced as to prevent your

return to England, to use your best endeavours to discover a

sheltered and sale anchorage, wiiere the ships may be placed

for the winter, taking such measures for the health and com-

fort of the people under your command, as the materials with

wiiich you are supplied for housing the ships, or hutlinmlie

men on shore, may enable you to do. And when you find it

expedient to resort to this measure, if you should meet with

any inhabitants, either I'.squimaux or Indians, near the ijjace

where you winter, you arc to endeavour, by every means in

your power, to cultivate a friendship with iheni, by making

them presents of such articles as you may be supplied with

and which may be useful or agreeable to them
; you will

however take care not to suffer yourself to be surprised by

any attack from them, but use every precaution, and be con-

stantly on your guard against any iiostility. Vou will en-

deavour to prevail on them by such reward, and to be paid

in such manner as you may think best to answer the purpose

in the event of your making progress to the westward, to

carry to any of the settiements of the Hudson's Uav fVinipany

an account of your situation and proceedings ; with an urgent

request that it may be forwanied to England with the utmost

possible dispatch. If you siioidd, on vour arrival at Princt'

Hegcnt's Inlet, find the passage impracticable, vou are at

liberty either to seik any other opening in that quarter, or Ic

wait in the Inlet lor any change in the state of the ice which
you may have reason to expect ; but if yourexpectatioiis in lliii,

particular should be disappointed, and if you find yourself un-

able, during the favourable season, to effect a passat^e to the

southward and westward, it is evident that nothing can be gain-

ed by wintering in a situation which may iu any year be reached

from England before the passage can be practicable ; and we

therefore order and direct that you do njt, under such circuni-
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Btanccs altempt to winter out, but that if you find your-

sclt" prevented from proceeding, with some prospect of uhi-

ni;ite success furtlier in that dilution than has hecn ah-eady

^Nplored, jou are to take care to ensure your return to Knp;-

laiid at llie end of llie present season. We deem it rij^lit ti«

laiition you against suffering tlie two vessels placed under

vour orders to separate, cxccj)t in tlie event of accident or

unavoidable no'.'cs&ity ; and we desire you to keep up tlic

most unreserved communications wiili tlie Conmiander of (lie

I'luy, placing in liini every proper coidideMce, and acquainting

him with your views and intentions, from time to time, in the

execution of them, that the service may have tlie fidl benefit of

vour united efforts, and that, in the event of unavoidable separa-

lioii, or of any accident to yourself, Captain Iloppner may

luive llie advantage of knowing up to the latest period, all

your ideas and intentions relative to a satisfactory com|)letioii

of tiie undertaking.

We nliio recommend that as frequent an exchange take

place as conveniently may be, of the observations made in the

two ships, that any discovery made by tlie one, be, as quickly

88 possible, communicated for the advantage and guidance of

the other, and to increase the chance of t!ie observations of

both being preserved. We have caused a great variety of

vahudile instruments to be put on board of the ships under

your orders, of whicli you will be furnished with a list, and

for the return of which you will be held responsible ; and we

have appointed Lieutenant Foster, as assistant surveyor, an

(ifHcer will skiileil in Astronomy, Mathematics, and various

liranclies of kniiwledge, to assi> t you in making such wbserva-

tioiis and exjieriments as may tend to the improvement of

},'e(igrapliy and navigation, and the advancement of science in

general. We deem it unnecessary to specify these objects, a

lietail of which you have already been furnished with, in om-

instructions for yyur guidance in your late Expeditions, inid

to which we refe you ; not doubting from the zeal and ability

with which yoil lave conducted the Ibrmcr Expeditions,
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that you will on tliis be equally diligent in collecting iiifo:ni.>.

tion yourpclf; and you will impress on the minds of Captain

Hoppner and all tlie ollicers under your command, the impor-

tance and necessity of each respectively using his best exertions

to promote the several scientific objects of the Expedition.

From Captain Hoppner we have every reason to expect

drawings of the land, of natives, and their various implements,

and of objects of Natural History, in which he will be assisted

by Mr. Head, who has received an appointment as Admiralty

Midshipman, principally with this view. You are to di-

rect Lieutenant Foster to be particularly careful to keep

an accurate register of all the observations that s'lall bo made

in the same form, and according to the same arrangcniLnt,

that were followed by Captain Sabine and Mr. Fisher, on

the late voyages, arid you arc to place in the charge of Lieu-

lennnt Fostertheseveralchronometers, with which you have been

supplied for the Hecla. You are to avail yourself of every op-

portunity of collecting and ()reserving specimens of such objects

of Natural History as may be new, rare, or interesting ; and

you are to instruct Captain Hoppner, and all the other

officers, to use their best diligence in increasing the coUettioiis

in each ship ; the whole of which must be understood to be-

long to the public. The knowledge which Doctor Ncvill,

Burgeon of the Hecla, has been represented to us to possess

in this department of science, will be of material service to you

in arranging the collections of, and making notes upon, the

various objects of Natural History : In the event of any ir-

reparable accident happening to cither of the two ships, yoii

are to cause the officers and crew of the disabled ship to be

removed into the other, and with her singly to proceed in

prosecution of the voyage, or return to England, according as

circumstances shall ajtpear to require ; understanding that

the officers and crews of both .-.hips, are hereby authorized and

requested to continue to perform their duties, according to

their respective ranks and stations, on board either ship to

which they may be so removed. Should unfortunately your
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own ship be the one disabled, you arc, in that case, to take

the fonimiuid of the Fury, and, in the event of any fatal

accident happening to yourself, Captain Iloppner is hereljy

autliori/ed to take the command of the Expedition, eitlirr on

board the Heela or I'ury, as he may prefer, placing the officer

who may then be next in seniority to him, in conmiand of tiie

second ship ; also in the event of your own inability, by sick-

ness or otherwise, at any period of this service, to continue to

carry these instructions into execution, you are to transfer

tlicni to Captain Hoj)piicr, or lo the surviving oflicer then next

in command to you, who is liereoy required to execute them in

the best manner i , can, for the attainment of tiie several

objects in view.

In the event of England becoming involved in hostilities

with any power during your absence, you are nevertheless

dearly to understand that you are not on any account lo

commit any ho.-^tile act whatsoever ; the Expedition under

your orders, being only intended for the purposes of discovery

and science, and it being the practice of all civilized nations

lo consider vessels so employed as excluded from tiie opera-

tions of war ; and confiding in this general feeling, we should

expect that you would receive every assistance from the ships

or subjects of any I'oreign |)ower. which you may fall in with ;

but special applications to that effect have been made to the

respective Governments.

You are, whilst executing the service pointed out in these

instructions, to take every opportunity that may offer of ac-

quainting our Secretary, for our information, with your

]ir()gress : and on your arrival in England, you are inunedi-

aleiy to repair to this office, in order to lay l)efore us a full

account of your proceednigs in the wliole course of your

voyage; taking care before you leave tlie ship, to demand from

tile ofliccrs, petty officers, and all other persons on lioard, the logs

and journals they may have kept, together with any drawings or

charts they may have made, which are all to l)e sealed up ;

and you will issue similar directions to Captain Iloppner, and
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Ilis officers, &c. The sa'ul lofjs, journals, aiul otiier doc muiits.

to l)f liercatier dispi.seil of as we niny think proper.

Given under our liands the l^th of M ty. ]Hll.

(Signed) Melvii.i.e,

Wm. Johns ruKK lion
,

G. CocKnuuN

C. Ci.F.riK,

W. II. K. DOUULASS.

lii/ Command of their Lordships,

(Signed) J. \V. Crokek.

To WUUum F.ilwnnl Piirrij I'.sq. Captain

of His Mdjcsli/'s S/iip t/tc Ilr.ci.A.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTION?.

AdmiraUij Office, Xlth May, 18'21.

Sir,

In reference to tliat part of your goncral orders which

relates to the shii) intended to be sent, in thcantunni of 18!27,

to meet you, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty to communicate to you the following addi-

tional information :

li is tliinight advisable, with a view of assisting li>c objects

of Captain Franklin's Kxpedilion, that the vessel intende(i to

meet you in 1827 should endeavour to meet him in 18;2(!.

Ilcr commander will, therefore, be directed to reach iIioh'

latitudes in the summer of 182G, to make such discoveries and

observations as may open themselves to him, and to look out

for Captain rranklin, or even for you, if you should be so

fortunate as to accomplish the jiassage in that year.

He will remain in that n( ighbourhood as late as the season

will admit, and will then repair to the Sandwich Islands, or to

the nearest place where be may be able to replenish his pro-

visions ; when he will, as early as possible m the year 18','7

(if you should not have already met him) proceed to act in tin;

manner detailed in your instructions : he will mark iiis pro-
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rccdings in 1826 by the erection of llaj);-stairs, or j)iles of

stdncs, and with notices where a depot of provisions niav lu-

found wliich he will leave on his departure that jcar, as well

HS in 1827.

I am, Sir,

Your very obedient Servant,

J. W. Ckokkr.

'IIio Ilccla and Fury having completed tlitir iadinfj, sailed

down the river from Dcptford on tlie 8th of May iSfit, in

coiM|)nny witli tlie ^Villianl Harris transport, and reci'ived

their powder and stores nt Nortiifleet ; wlierc llicv cniplined

two (lavs in fixing Mr. IJiiriow's ])l;iie for cornet int;' tlu- devia-

tion of ihe compass. 'I'iiey were prevented !>y easterly winds

from petting to the Nore till the sixteenth. Dniing liuir stay

at Xorliideet they were visited by Viscount Melville and the

(itlier Lords of the Admiralty, ^vhu were much pleased with

llicir general equipment.

On the ISth C'onimissioner Cunningham went on board to

p:tv the shi))s' eomi)anies their arrears, also three months in

luivaiiee, and at three o'clock on the following morning they

(et s.'iil.

'Iliey passed tlirough the I'entland Frith on the same day

ll'.at tliey had taken their departure i'rom the Orkneys three

vi'iirs bel'ore.

During th-' passage across the Atlantic, and afterwards on

their way up Davis's Strait, they threw overboard daily a cop-

]H>r cylinder, containing the usual papers, giving an account

of tin ir situation. On Samrday the 1.2lh of .lune, they ap-

jiniaehed Cape Farewell, and met large flocks of sheerwaters;

tVoin the 12th to the IGtIi, ihev passed several pieces of drift

Wood, from four to sixtei-n feet in length, that hail been a

good while in tlie water. On the lOth the Hriit ice-berg was

seen, hi iiig in latitude (iOi" Ioii<,itiide o.j" and after that time

tlio.-e bodies of iee made their appearai'.ce daily.

Captain Parry determined on the 2Glh of Juno, as the

quickest and most secure mode I'f clearing tliv transport
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which had accompanied them, to anclior nt the Whafc-fish

islands. Fresli gales and thick uoather prevented, howivcr,

their doing it for some time, when at lcni;th they nnchoicti,

mooring the ships hy hawsers to the rocks. In the mean time

the ohservatory and instruments were landed on a small islaml,

where Lieut. Forster and Captain Parry made their ohstrva-

tions during their stay.

They received great attentions from the Dinisli officers at

this place as well as at I.ievely, in the Island Dieke, to

which Captain Parry went in a hoat on the OOlli, wiierc he

saw Mr. West and other resident oflicer^, who kindly shewed

the charts they were constructing. The harhour of Lievely

is excellent for small vessels, having a good depth of water

;

the settlement is principally situated on tlic south shore of

the harbour. There are hut six or seven Danes, besides the

officers belonging to the establishment.

Early on the morning of the f3rd of July, the wliole of the

Btores were removed from the William Harris transport, and

stowed on board the Ilecla, and Fury. She then weighi-d

and was towed out to -ra ; Lieut. Pritehard her Commander,

having received tlie dispatches, and letters for England, she

then sailed on her return.

Light northerly winds, together with the dull sailing of the

now deeply laden ship-!, prevented them from making much

progress for several days, and kept them in the neighbour-

hood of ice-bergs, some of them from one to two hundred

feet high, and it was necessary in one or two instances, to

tow the ships clear of them by boats.

On the morning of the 13th of July, the ice was observed

on the clearing up of a fog, to be slack for a considerahlo

distance within the margin of the pack. The favourable ap-

pearance it now assumed, combined with a fair wind, induced

Captain Parry to enter it, and the shi|is pushed several

leagues within tlie margin. From this time the obstructions

from the quantity and closeness of the ice, were such as to

keep the men almost constantly employed in heaving, warping,

or sawing through it, and yet with lo little tucceES that at the
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close of tlic month of July tliey liad only penetrated seventy

miles to tlic westward. Here, while closely beset, on the

first of August they encountered a hard gale from the south-

east, which pressing the ice together in every direction, the

Hei'la received several very awkward nips. In such cases the ice

\i forcTd under a ship's bottom on one rsidi-, and on the other

up her bide, both powers thus acting in such a manner as to

bring her on her beam ends.

While thus detained, Captain Parry remarked that con

trary to what had hitherto been the case, the ship had drifted

to the westward notwithstanding the strength and duration of

the gale. However by dint of constant and extreme labour,

they gained the latitude of 72" 34' on the nineteenth of Au-
gust, where the ice still presented as impenetrable a barrier as

helbre. They continued their eflbrts to pusii to the northward,

and on the 29th of August arrived in latitude 73° 15', on the

meridian of 63° 40', in which situation from former experience

they had reason to expect there would scarcely have been any

ice at this season. The obstructions however continued

nearly the same, notwithstanding their being much favoured

by south-easterly winds till the Slii of September, in latitude

74° 7' and longitude 69^ 54', or ai)out one hundred and ten

miles to W. N. W. of the situation in which they cleared tin?

pack in the year 1819 » here the ice became more slack, but

it was not till the following day, that liaving forced their way

about forty miles further, they at length succeeded in releas-

ing themselves from the more than ordinary barrier of ice, in

the middle of Baffin's Bay.

With respect to the dimensions of the ice, through which they

had at length scrambled their way, principally by warjiing

and towing, a distance of between three and four hundiLd

miles, f'aptain Parry discovered tliat it for the most part in-

creased as well in the thickness as the extent of the floes as

they advanced westward.

A flock of ducks, generally of the eider species, was now

and then observed ; a few solitary seals, and two or three

bears, were all that were sten besides, and only one or two

4Z
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wlialos appcaieil till al'ti r llu-y had entered Sir JanriM Lan-

caster's sound.

All rmsi obstacles were however forgotten, when tlicy once

saw an open sta before tliem. From the time of their leaving

the main body of ice, they met with no obstacles of any kind,

and the entrance of the sound was, as usual, entirely iVee from

it except here and there a berg, floating about in that solitary

grandeur of which these enormoua masses are calculated to

convey so sublime an idea.

On the morning of the 11th of September, Captain Parry

landed in a small bay close to the westward of Cape Warren-

der, accompanied by several of the officers, in order to exa-

mine the country, and to make the necessary observations. The

vegetation was scanty, however a few plants were added to

the collection, and the party was successful in killing three

rein deer out of a small herd, which produced one hundred and

iiinety-two pounds of venison, inclusive of the heads, &c.

which, as usual, became the perquisites of the successful

sportsmen. A narrow streatn of water ran down the centre

of the bay, communicating with a small lagoon, just within

the beach.

On the morning of the I'ith of September, a breeze sprung

up from the eastward, but unsteady and light, and on the

l;3th, when within seven leagues of Cape York, they had the

mortification to perceive the sea a-head covered with young

ice : on reaching it, they had as usual recourse to sallying,

breaking it with boats a-head, and various other expedients,

all alike inefl'ectual without a fresb breeze furnishing a con-

stant impetus ; so tnat after seven or eight hours of unsuccess-

ful labour they remained fairly and immovably beset. Cap
tain Parry now thought it high time to determine as to the

propriety of still continuing his efforts to push to the west-

ward this season, or of returning to England according to his

instructions on that head ; he finally resolved on pushing on

as far as the season would permit, and then to give a fair

trial, during the whole of the next summer, to the route which

his instructions directed him to pursue. In order, however.
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to confirm liis own opinion on this suhjcft, lie reqticstn! to

l)c fiirnislied with tlicat c/f Captain Iloppner, and findinjr that

tiicir vii'ws entirely agreed, Captain Parry resolved still to

pursue the object by all the means in his power. For three

successive days, they continued to use every effort to push

tiirough the young ice, at time? advancing and then after-

wards losing as much by the necessity of bearing up or wear-

ing, sallying with all hands, and after all rather losing ground

lian otherwise, while the young ice was every hour increas-

iiij,'.

On the seventeenth of September, when they had been

driven back to the eastward of Admiralty Inlet, an easterly

breeze again enabled them to make some progress ; the sea

w;is now, for the most part, covered with young ice, which

had become so thick, as to look white through its whole

extent

During several succeeding days they continued their cfTorts,

to get to the westward with various success, and at times the

ships were in a state of the greatest danger. On the 26th a

breeze freshening, gave them hopes of reaching Prince Re-

gent's Inlet. After forcing the ships through several miles of

voung ice by keeping two l)oats a-hcad, by ropes fixed to the

bowsprit, and carrying a press of canvass till the effort became

truly alarming, they at length entered the inlet, and found

themselves in clear water, the breeze driving the ice so as to

alfbrd room for the ships to sail. They continued to advance

till they came nearly a-breast of Jackson Inlet, and ultimately

to the entrance of Port Bowen, which it was now the inten-

tion of Captain Parry to make their winter abode. Hero

tiny made fast in sixty-two fathoms of water.

Though they could not expect to get the ships into the

most desirable anchorage, yet it was needful to remove them

from the sea-margin of the ice, by cutting a canal into the

Hoe as far as needful for security, 'i'his laborious work had

made considerable progress when, on the 29th, a heavy

gale blew for several hours,—Masses of ice breaking off from

the edge of the floe, kept ihcm in constant alarm.—Happily
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however tliey lul<l on, and on llie evcninor of ilu. liist <)(

October, the sliips were warped into tlicir winter quarters.

Captain Parry observes, that at this late season tiie whales

were so ahundant that a ship engn/^ed in that tra(h>, miglit

soon have obtained a good supply, as they noticed nearly

tiiirty, although the sliip's company kept no particular icH)l: out

for them ; they also saw a number of narwhales and wal-

ruses.

The winter arrangements, so closely resembled those before

adopted that a fresh description of them would prove little

more than a repetition of that already contained in the former

narrotives. The mean daily temperature upon the Hecla's

lower deck during the wiiitir, was generally about 60° and

never below 50°, and that of Captain Parry's cabin was G3",froiii

December to April inclusive ; every attention was, as usual,

paid to the occupation and diversion of the men's minds, their

former amusements being almost worn thread-bare, it required

some ingenuity to devise a plan that should possess novelty,

to recommend it. However Captain Iloppner completely

accomplished this purpose hy the establishment of a masque-

rade, in which officers and men should alike take a part, and it

is impossible that any idea could have proved more happy.

Admirably dressed characters of various descriptions readily

took their parts, and many of these were sup|)orted with a

degree of spirit and genuine liumour which would not have

«lisgraced a more refined assembly, and no instance occurred

of any thing that could interfere with the regular discipline

of the ships. These were indeed masquerades without licen-

tiousness, carnivals without excess.

Immediately after the ships v. cf" finally secured, Captain

Parry erected the observatory on shore, and commenced ar-

rangements for the various astronomical observations. The

Aurora Borealis, which constitutes one of the peculiar features

of a polar winter, occurred with nearly the same frequency as

on former occasions. It usually consisted of an arch, some-

times tolerably continuous, but more frequently broken into

detached irregular masses. The termination to the S. E, v,a»
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never exactly visible, owing to tlie litiglit of the land in that

qtiiirtiT, but upon the whole, the arch .seems to have been

more frequently bisected by the plane of the magnetie, than

by that of the true meridian. This winter afforded but few

brilliant displays of ihe Aurora. The Meteors, called falling

stars, were much more fre(|ueni during this winter than ever

IK-Iore were seen. The Iniglit of the land about Port liowen

(Iflnycd longer than usual the sun's appearance above tlie

linri/oM, but at length they caught a glimpse of him on the

Slid of February 1825, and it, became visible at the ships on

llic SSnd, after an absence of one hundred and twenty-one

days. It is very long after the sun's re-appearance in ihesf

rrgions, that the ffect of his rays, as to warmth, becomes

prccptiblc. Towiirds the third week in March, thin flukes

of sn •>'• lying upon black painted wood, and exposed to the

Bun's direct rays in a sheltered situation, readily nultcd

After this the thawing proceeded at an inconceivably rapid

rate, the whole surface of the floes being covered with large

|)(x)Is of water increasing in size and depth.

The principal animals seen during the winter were bears,

of which they killed twelve from October to June. One of

these animals was nearly proving fatal to a seaman of the

Fury, who having straggled from his companion when at the

lop of a high bill, saw a large bear coming towa'dc him.

Dcing unarmed, he prudently made off", taking oft' his bouts

to enable him to run the faster, but he precipitated himself

over an almost perpendicular cliff", down which he is said

t(j have rolled several hundred feet, where he was met by some

of his companions in a very lacerated condition and continued

in a very dangerous state for some time after.

A she bear, killed in the open water at Port Bowen, affln-ded

a striking instance of maternal aff'cction ; she might herself

easily have escaped the boat, but would not forsake her young,

which she was actually "towing oft'" by allowing them to

rt'st on her back, when the boat came near them. A second

similar instance occurred in the spring, when two cubs having

jfot down into a large crack of the ice, their ruother placed
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lieisclf lx'fi)rc tliem. so as to secure tiiem from the attack of

our people, which she niisrht easily have avoided herself.

One or two foxes were killed, and four were caught in traps

during the winter. The colour of one of these animals which

lived for some time on board the Fury, and became tolerably

tame, was nearly pure white till the month of May, when he

became of a dirty chocolate colour. Only three hares were

killed from October to June, their fur was extremely thick,

soft and beautifully white ; a single ermine, and a few mice

completed the scanty list of quadrupeds at this desolate and

improductive place.

Of birds, a flock or two of ducks were occasionally seen

flying as late as the third of October, but none from that time

till the beginning of June. A very few grouse were met

with, a single specimen was obtained on the 23rd of Decem-

ber ; but they again made their appearance towards the end

of March, and, in less than a month, about two hundred were

killed. Lieutenant Ross remarked, that the grouse met with

here, are of three kinds. 'I'he snow bunting with its spright-

ly note, was, as usual, one of the earliest visitants m the

spring ; but these were few in number and remained only a

short time. A very few sandpipers were also seen, and now

and then one or two glaucous, ivory, and kittinake gulls.

Towards the end of June, the dovekies were extremely numer-

ous in the cracks of ice at the entrance of Port Bowen, and

as they were the only fresh supply that they were able to

procure, the men were permitted to go out occasionally with

guns, after the ships were ready for sea, to obtain lor their

messes this wholesome change of diet ; while such exertions

also contributed essentially to their general health and cheer-

fulness. Many hundreds of these birds were obtained in

the cotnse of a few days.

In order to obtain oil for another winter's consumption, be-

fore the ships could be released from the ice, having seen

many black whales \n the open water to the northward,

two boats from i:ach ship were transported four miles along

horc in that direction, to be ia rcadineas for killing a whale
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mid lM)iling the oil on the beach, whenever tlie open water

hliould iipproach sufliciently near. They took their station

near a remarkable peninsular piece of land on the soutli side

of the entrance to Jackson's Inlet, which had, on the former

voyage, appeared to them as an Island. On the 12th the ice

began to detach itself, and the boats under the command of

Lieutenants Slierer and Iloss, being launched on the following

(Jay, succeeded almost immediately in killing a small whale, of

" five feet bone " exactly answering their purpose. On the

afternoon of the 19th, a very welcome stop was put to their

operations by the separation of the floe entirely across the

harbour. All hands being instantly recalled by signal, were,

on tiieir return, set to work to get the ships into the gravelled

canal, and to saw away what still remained in it to prevent

their warping to sea. This work was cont>nued from half

past six till the following morning, when they succeeded in

getting clear. The weather being calm, two hours were oc-

cupied in towing the ships to sea, and thus the oflicers and

men were employed at very laborious work for twenty six

hours. It was impossible however, to regret the necessity of

these comparatively trifling exertions, especially as it was now
evident that to have sawed their way out, without any canal,

would have required at least a fortnight of heavy and fa-

tiguing labour.

On standing out to sea on Wednesday the 20th of July,

tliey sailed with a light wind towards the western shore of

Prince Regent's Inlet. After sailing about eight miles, they

were stopped by a body of ice, Ij ing between them and a

space of open water beyond ; on standing back, tliey were

shortly afterwards enveloped in one of the thick fogs which

had for several weeks past, been observed almost dai ' "^ng-

ing over some part of the sea in the offing, though they had

scarcely experienced any in Port Bowen, until the water be-

lame open at the mouth of the harbour. On clearing up of

tin; fog on the 21*1, they could perceive no opening of the ice

leading towards tlie western land, nor any appearance of the

vmallest clianncl to the soutliward, along the eastern shore.
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Captain Pnrry determined tlierefore at once to trv a little

furllicr to the nortliward, as he felt confident of being able to

push alon<; tlic shore if he could once gain it. Light winds

detained tlicni very much, but being at lengtli favoured by a

breeze, tlicy carried all sail to the north-west, and they stood

off and on, in the hope that a southerly breeze, which had

sprung up, might serve to open a channel. After sailing all

night with light and variable winds, they found themselves on

the clearing up of a thick fog, through which they had been

sailing on the morning of the 24th, within one third of a mile

of Cape Seppings, the land just appearing above the f()g, in

time to save them from danger. The Fury being apprized

by guns of Captain Parry's situation, both ships were hauled

off the land ; and the fog soon after dispersing, they had the

gatisfaction to perceive, that the late gale had blown the ice off

the land, leaving a fine navigable channel from one to two

miles wide. They had now an opportunity of discovering

that a long peak of very low land runs out from the southern,

most of the Leopold Islands, and another from the shore to

the southward of Cape Clarence.

It was the general feeling at this period that the voyage

had but now commenced. The labours of a bad summer, and

tedium of a long winter were forgotten in a moment. Early

on the morning of the 25th of July, they passed an opening

in the land which they now found to be a bay, about three

miles deep, but apparently open to the sea. It was named by

Captain Parry after Hastings Elwin, Esq. of Bristol, in token

of his grateful esteem for that gentleman. A breeze enabled

the ships again to make some progress, and they passed du-

ring the night a second bay, also appearing open to the sea. It

was called Batty Bay, in honour of Captain Batty, of the

Grenadier Guards. The ice opening in the afternoon of the

27lh, they cast oFand sailed four or five miles with a northerly

breeze. On the 29lh, the ice being slack for a short distance,

the Ilecia was shifted half a mile to the northward. In hopes

of finding salmon here, they tried for some time with several

liand nets, but nothing was caugiit ur seen.
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In tl;is plncc were a number of Esquimaux stone circles,

nppaiently of ,1 very old date, being quite overgrown witli

grass, moss, and other plants. In tlie neiglibourhood of

these habitations, the vegetation was much more luxuriant

than any thing of the kind, that had been seen before or during

this voyage ; another circumstance which they noticed about

tills time, and still more so as the season advanced, was the

rapid progress which the warmth had already made in

dissolving the last year's snow, of which not a particle could

be seen, at the close of July. These facts, together with the

beautiful weather they had enjoyed, tended to show that

this was an unusually fine summer.

The ice opening for a mile and a half along-shore on the

30th, the Hecla's berth was shifted about that distance to the

southward, to afford an opportunity of seeing round a point

of land, though her situation was thereby much altered for

the worse ; the Fury remained where she was. In the course

of the night they had reason to suppose, by the Fury's heeling,

that she was either on shore, or heavily pressed by the ice

from without ; and early on the morning of the 31st, Cap-

tain Hoppner communicated the intelligence that she had

been forced on the ground, where she still lay, having suffer-

ed damage in one of her propelling wheels. A large party of

hands from the Hecia being sent round to the Fury at high

water, she came otT the ground with very little strain. A
shift of wind to the northward, determined Captain Parry to

take advantage of it, and a signal was immediately made ; but

while the sails were setting, the ice, wUich had at first been at

about three quarters of a mile distant, was observed to be

closing on the shore, the sails were, however, kept set, and as

the body of the ice was setting to the southw.ird, they went

with it some little distance in that direction. The Hccia at

length struck the ground several times, and being then brought

up by it, renv'r-'' ' ...jvable, the depth of water under her

keel nbaC ueuig sixteen feet, or about a fcjot less than she

dr« w.

'1 he Fury continuing to drive, was carried pnst the liccla

5 A
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% itiiout damage, and having gone about two liundred ynnU

further, she was observed to receive a severe pressure from a

floe-piece forcing her directly against a grounded mass of ice,

upon the beach. As the tide fell the Fury's stern, which was

a-ground, was lifted several feet, and the Hecia at low water

presented no very pleasing or comfortable spectacle. How-

ever, about high water, the ice very opportunely slacking, the

Ilecla was hove ofT with great ease. 'J'he Fury was not long

after in getting off the ground, but the water was gaining on

two pumps, and Captain Hoppner and his men were observ-

ed to labour incessantly for eight and forty hours ; and it at

length became evident that the Fury could proceed no furtlicr

without repairs. They were therefore under the necessity of

remaining in their berths, where the smallest external pressure

could force them on shore, neither ship having more than two

feet water to spare.

The ic' coming in with considerable violence, on the night

of the Slid of August, once more forced the I'ury on shore,

so that at low water she sewed two feet and a half; nothing

but the number and strength of the Hccla's hawsers prevented

her from sharing the same fate. The Fury floated in the

morning, but there was no opening of the ice to allow tlie

ships to move ; the wind blowing fresh from the northward,

on the 4th, pressed the ice so violently upon the ships, as

almost to force them adrift during the night, and Ucpt them

all most laboriously employed.

The more they investigated the state of the Fury the more

fully the necessity appeared of heaving her down. She was

in fact far from being sea-worthy. One third of her crew were

constantly employed at the pumps, and some of their hands

were so sore from the constant friction of the ropes, that tluv

could hardly handle them ; many other circunistances aNo

shewel the necessity of having the Fury examined and rv-

paired. Some of her dry provisions were therefore removed

on board the Hecla, and a quantity of iron work, and other

stores which were not of a perishable character, were carried

on shore.
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Captain Parry, accompanied by a person from the Fury, now

proceeded to seek for a place of shelter (or tiie ships, and, at

length, although they were unable to reach the most desirable

harbour which presented itself, both ships were made fast in the

best berths they could reach. Within twenty minutes after

they had fixed themselves, the whole body of ice set in upon

the ships, entirely closing up the shore.

The ice rcmainmg quite close on the 6th, every intlividual

ill both ships, with the exception of those at the pumps, was

employed in landing provisions from the Fury. On the

following day the ice remaining as before, the work was con-

tinued without intermission, and a great quantity of things

landed ; every living creature among them was somehow or

otiicr employed, not even excepting the dogs, which were set

to (Inig up the stores on the beach, so that their little dock-

yard soon exhibited the most animated scene imaginable.

I'lie Fury was so much lightened in the course of the day,

that two pumps were sufficient to keep her free, until she

hove dov n. At night, just as the people were going to rest,

the ice began to move to tlie southward and pressed her over

01) her side to a most alarming degree.

The ice still continuing very close on the 9th, all hands

were employed in attempting by saws and axes to clear the

Hecia, which still grounded on the tongue of ice c\i'yy tide.

While thus employed in securing the ships, the smoothness of

water enabled them to see in some degree, the nature of the

Fury's damage and to conclude it was evident that it would

altogether prove very serious.

Being favoured with fine weather they proceeded soquickly

thftt on the 12th of August, jvery cask was landed and the

pp.irc sails and eloiliing put on board the Hecla. On the

l.'kh a mass of heavy ice, which had been a-pround within the

Fury, had fioated off along-side of her, thereby contracting

her narrow basin and leaving the ship no room to turn round.

They therefore got a purchase on it, and at the next high tide

it hove out of the way and drifted off altogether.

On the 14th the ice slackening a little they tightener, ^vio
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cables wliich had stretched and yielded a little to the pressure

to which they had been subject. It proved fortunate that

they did so, for in the course of the day they were several

times interrupted by the ice coming with a tremendous strain,

the wind blowing N. N. W. the whole pack of ice setting

rapidly to the southward. The bight was pressed in so much

as to force the Fury against the berg astern of her, twice in

the course of the day. Mr. Waller who was in the hold when

this occurred the second time, reported that the coals about

the keelson were moved by it, and it seemed us if part of the

ship's bottom was falling down ; and one of the men at work

there made a spring for the hatchway.

From these occurrences it was clearly dangerous that the

Fury should be hove down under circumstances of such risk
;

an additional anchor was therefore placed with a hope of

breaking the force of the ice, and turning the direction of tiie

pressure from the ships. This defence had scarcely been

completed when the largest floe of ice they had met since they

left Port Bowen, came sweeping along the shore at the rate of

one mile and a half an hour. A projecting point of this floe

grazed one of the ice-bergs to which the ships were fastened,

and would certainly have dislodged it but for the cable

no recently attached to it. A smaller mass of ice grazed

them about midnight on a very high spring tide, and for three

hours their situation was most critical, for had any one of the

ice-bergs to which they were anchored been carried away

or broken, both ships must have been driven on shore ; for-

tunately however the main body kept at a short distance from

the land until the tide had fallen.

The wind veering to VV. N. W. on the morning of tlie 15th

and still continuing to blow strong, the -ce was forced three or

four miles off' the land in the course of a few hours, leavinsr

them a fine day to continue their work. Captain Parry took

advantage of this open water to send the launch for the Fury's

iron work left at the former station. In the evening the crew

of the Fury were received on board the Hecla, every arrange-

ment having been previously made for their personal comfort,
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lud for the preservation of cleanliness, ventilation, and dry

warmth throughout tlie ship. The Officers of the Fury, by

their own choice, pitched a tent on shore for messing and

sleeping in. On the 17lh when every preparation was com-

pleted, the cables were found again so slack, that they were

obliged to occupy several hours in putting them to rights.

This work being finished, the people were allowed three hours

rest only, it being necessary to heave the ship down at or near

higii water, as there was not sufficient depth to allow her to

take her distance at any other time of the tide. Every pre-

paration having been made, at three A. M. on the 18th, tlicy

began to heave her down on the lar-board side ; while attempt-

ing this so many difficulties occurred, that the officers and

men were scarcely capable of further exertion, and rested a

few hours. On this, and on one or two other occasions, they

became afflicted with stupor, amounting to a certain dei^ree of

failure of intellect, rendering the individual so affected, quite

unable at first to comprehend the meaning of an order, though

still as willing as ever to obey it. It was, therefore, perhaps a

fortunate necessity which produced the intermission of labour

which the strength of every individual seemed to require.

The gale increasing during the whole day and night of the

18th, had, on the following morning, so destroyed the bergs

on which their sole dependence was placed, that they no lon-

ger remained a-ground at low water. After a night of the

most anxious consideration, it appeared but too plain, that,

should the ice again come in, neither ship could any longer

be secured from driving on shore. It was therefore determin-

ed instantly to prepare the Hecla for sea, making her thorough-

ly effective in every respect, they therefore commenced their

work, and such was the hearty good will with which it was

carried on, that by midnight the whole was accomplislieil.

'I'lie people were once more quite exhausted by these exer-

tions, especially those belonging to the Fury, who had never

thoroughly recovered their first fatigues.

After some disturbed rest, they continued to work on the

81st ; at three P. M. the crews were called on board to dinner,
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which they had not (!nislird, wlien several masses of Ice, dr.v-

ing along the shore at a quick rate, convinced Captain Parry

that very little additional pressure would tear every thing

away, and drive both ships on shore. The ships could no

longer be considered in a place of safety, and therefore the

Hecla got under sail immediately.

It was a quarter past three P. M. when they cast off, tlie

wind then blowing fresh from the north-cast. Captain Hopp-

ncr had scarcely got on Iward the Fury, and was busily enga-

ged in getting the anchors and cables on board, wiien some large

pieces of heavy ice closed in with the land near her, and at

twenty minutes past four P. M. the Fury was driven on shore.

The several masses of ice had disposed themselves, so as

almost to suround her on every side where there was sufficient

depth of water for hauling her off. Under these circum-

stances, hopeless for the time. Captain Hoppner judiciously

determined to return to the Hecla, but, being anxious to keep

the ship free from water as long as possible, ho left an officer

and a small party of men to continue working the pumps as

long as a communication could be kept up between the Hecla

and the shore.

Every moment however decreased the practicability of

doing this ; and finding that the current swept the Hecla

a long way to the southward while hoisting up the boats,

and that more ice was drifting in towards the shore, it was

deemed best to recall the party ut the pumps to avoid the

risk of parting company altogcllicr. At eight o'clock in the

evening Mr. Bird, with the rest of the people, quitted the

Fury ; and, in three hours after, more than half a iiiiie of

closely-packed ice intervened between the I'ury and tiie

Hecla, and before morning this barrier had iucrensod to

the breadth of about five miles.

On Monday the 22iid, they carried a press of canvass all

nigiit, with a fresh breeze from the north, to enable them to

keep a-breast of the Fury. Advantage was taken of the

little leisure to let the people mend and wash their clothes.

It fell quite calm in the evening, and they did not, tluring
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the clay, perceive any curreni setting to the soutliwan), but in

tlie course of tlienii^ht they drifted about five leagues to the

south'^vo^l, and tliey got a distinct view of a larf^e extent of

land, wliich had before been seen, for the first time, by some

st'amcn wlio walked from where the Fury lay. The whole of

llie bay which was named after Francis Creswell Esq., as well

as tiic land to the southward, was free from ice.

IJeing impatient to obtain a more accurate knowledge of the

state of the Fury, and the wind becoming light. Captains

I'arry and Hoppncr left the Hecla in two boats, and having

reached the ship found her heeling so much outward, that

her main channels were within a foot of the water, and a large

floe piece which was still along side her, prevented her from

falling over still more considerably. The first hour's inspec-

tion of the Fury's condition, plainly shewed, that, exposed as

she was, her holds being full of water, and the damage of

her hull being more considerable than before, any endea-

vour to get her off, or to float her to any known place of

safety would be hopeless, and productive of great risk to

tiie remaining ship, Captain Hoppner and other officers, after

spending several hours in examining every part of the ship,

both within and without, gave it as tiieir opinion that it would

be quite impracticable to make her sea worthy, even if she

could be hauled off. Mr. Parfer, the carpenter, considered that

It would occupy five days to clear the ship of water ; and that if

she were got off, all the pumps would not be sufficient to keep

iier free, Captain Hoppner and the other officers were, there-

fore, of opinion that it was absolutely necessary to abandon

the Fury.

Captain Parry, therefore, with extreme regret made the

signal for the Fury's officers and men to be sent for their

clutlies, most of which had been put on shore with the stores.

Having allowed them an hour for packing, the Fury's boats

were hauled upon the beach, and at two P- M. she was finally

abandoned ; and Captain Parry was therefore reduced to the

only remaining conclusion that it was his duty, under all the cir-
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cumstanccs of the case, to return to England, in compliance

with the tenor of his instructions.

The wliolc of the Fury's stores were of necessity left either

on board her or on shore, every spare corner of the Hccia

being required for the double complement of odicers and

men, whose cleanliness and health could only be maintained

by keeping the decks clear and well ventilated.

Captain Parry, in passing reflections on the accident whicli

occurred to the Fury, remarks, that such an event can excite

no surprise to any person who considers the precarious state

of the navigation of these northern seas. That indeed it was

rather to be expected, and the preservation of the ships in the

former voyages was rather a matter of wonder than that it

should occur on the present occasion ; he observes, that no

•hip will ever discover a north-west passage, which does not

press forward, fearless of danger, whenever an opportunity

occurs ; and that a vessel of any magnitude or strength will

be but as a nutshell when pressed by a moving body of ice

on one side, and having the unyielding ground on the other

;

he says it was not "our own arm," or to "our own strength,"

we owed our preservation.

The ice met with after leaving Port Bowen, previously to

the Fury's disaster, and for some days after, was much the

lighlest as well as the most broken ever before known on tliii

coast, the summer of 1825 was, beyond all doubt, the war-

mest and most favourable that had been experienced since

that of 1818 ; not more than two or three days occurred,

during the months of July and August, in which the heavy fall

of snow took place which so commonly converts the aspect

of nature in these regions, in a single hour, from the cheerful-

ness of summer into the dreariness of winter. Indeed, every

appearance of nature exhibited a striking contrast with the

last season, while it seemed evidently to furnish an extrao'dinary

compensation for its rigour and inclemency. Few coasts exhibit

so little of animal life ; for days together, only one or two

seals, a single sea horse, and now and then a flock of ducks

were seen. Capidin Parry mentions, however, as an exrep-
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tion to tliis scarcity of animals, tlie minibciloss kitiiwakt-s

whicli were flying about, and liundreds of white whales were

sporting about in the shoal water close to the beach ; no black

whales were seen on this coast ; two rein-deer were o!)served,

but this was the only summer in which a single pound of

venison was not procured. Indeed, the whole of their supplies

obtained this way, during the voyage, including fish, flesh,

and fowl, did not exceed twenty pounds a man.

The weather continuing nearly calm during the 26th, and

the ice keeping at the distance of several miles from the land,

gave thcin an opportunity of clearing the decks, and stowing

the things belonging to the Fury's crew more comfortably for

their accommodation : with the exception of a few patches of

snow here and there, the whole of this coast was free from

snow before the middle of August ; they found Mill's harbour

a convenient place of shelter, with sufficient space for a great

number of ships. The depth of the water in most parts is

greater than could be wished, the beach on the west side is a

fine bold one, and consists of small pebbles of limestone, the

harbour may be best known by the very remarkable flat-

topped hill, which Captain Parry named after Lieutenant

Sherer. This particular description of Mill's harbour was

deemed necessary, l)ecause it appears probable that at no vory

distant period, the whalers may find it of service. The west-

ern coast of Baffin's Bay, now an abundant fishery, will pro-

bably, like most others, fail in a few years, for the whales will

always, in the course of time, leave a place where they con-

tinue year after year to be molested. In that case Prince

Regent's Inlet will undoubtedly become a rendezvous for our

ships, as well on account of the numerous fish there, as the

facility with which any ship having once crossed the ice iir

Baffin's bay, is sure to reach it during the months of July and

August. Captain Parry saw nine or ten black whales the

evening of their arrival in Mill's harbour ; these were, how-

ever, somewhat below the middle size.

By carrying a press ot sail, they were enabled towards

uight, on the last day of August, to get into clear water, and

5B
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I)} ibiir A. AI. on tlic following day, tliey got into a jx^rfidlf

open sea in Barrow's Strait, and were enabled io h^ar away lo

tlie eastward. At tlirce P. M. on the 7tli of ScpteniUer, hc-

iiig in latitude 72" 30', longitude 60" 5', and having in the

course of eighty miles, made only a single tack, they reached

the margin of the ice, and got into the open sea on its eastern

side. In the whole course of this distance the ice was so much

spread, that it would not, if at all closely "packed," have

occupied one third of the place.

'llie openness of the ice at this season, when compared with

its extent about the same time the preceding year, was a

<1ecided confirmation that the sumnior of 1824 was extremely

unfavourable for penetrating to the westward about the usual

latitudes. How it proved elsewliere could not of course be

conjectured, but on the 8th, in latitude 71" 65', longiiude 6C'

SO', and close to the margin of the ice, they fell in with the

Alfred, Ellison, and Elizabeth whalers, of Hull, all running

to the northward, even at this season, to look for whales. As

the whaling ships were not homeward bound, it was not

deemed necessary to send dispatches by them. After an hour's

communication with tiicm, Captain Parry made sail to the

southward. On the lOlh an easterly wind sprung up, which

gradually freshened to a gale, and blew strongly for twenty-four

liours. In the course of the night, and while lying-to under

the storm sails, Jin ice- berg was discovered under their lee ; the

main-topsail being thrown a-back, they were enabled to ,!rop

clear of this immense body, which would iiave been a danger-

ous neighbour in a heavy sea.

Being favoured with : northerly breeze on the 15th, they

began to make some way to the southward. After this they

saw but one ice-berg, previous to their clearing Davis' Strait.

On the morning of the 21th, notwithstanding the tx)ntinuance

of a favourable breeze, they met, in the latitude of 58J°, so

lieavy a swell from the north-east as to make the ship

labour violently for four and twenty hours ; a calm then

followed, causing the ship to roll heavily in the hollow of the

Hca. On the morning of the 2i>lh, it freshened into a gale,
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uliich brought t lie tin]) iiiidtT the main (op-sail and storm

Kav-sails; and, at seven the followini;; morning it incrc.isetl ti>

;i gale of great violence. The iniiications of the barometer pre-

viuus to, and during this gale, deserve to he noticed ; l)ecause it

ib only about Cape Farewell, that, in coming from the north-

\»,ud, this instrument begins to speak a language which has

ivir been intelligible, as a weather glass. After this gale the

atmosphere seemed to l)e quite cleared, and they enjoyed a

Hi'tk of such remarkably fine weather as seldom occurs at

tiii.i season of the year ; they had then a succession of strong

southerly winds, but were enabled to continue their progiess

to the eastward, so as to make Mould liead, towards lh«*

iiorlli-west end of the Orkney Islands, at day light on the 10th

ufOctoliir ; and the wind becoming more westerly, t'ley round-

(xi north Konaldsha Island at noon, and then shaped a course

loi IJuchan-ness.

In running down Davis' Strait, as well as in crossing the

•Atlantic, they saw on this passage a good deal of the Aurora-

liorealis. The most brilliant display, however, of this bcauti-

lul phenomenon, which they ever witnessed, and which far

surpassed any thing of the kind observed at Port Bowen,

occurred on the night of the Skh of September, in latitude

58
J" longitude 44^-- ; it first a{<pearcd in a true eastern direc-

tion in detached masses like luminous clouds of yellow oi-

sulphur coloured light. When this appearance had continued

tur about an hour, it began, at nine F. M., to spread upwards

and gradually extended itself into a narrow band of light,

pssing through the zenith and again downwards to the west-

ern horizon. The intensity of light during the brightest

]iart of the phenonemon, which continued three quarters of

an hour, could scarcely be inferior to that of the moon, when

full.

As they approached the Orkneys, Captain Parry demanded

fiomthe officers, in compliance with his instructions from tlie

Lords Conmiissioners of the Admiralty, all the logs, journuls,

ilrawings, and charts, uhich had been made during the

voyage. After rounding the north-end of the Orkneys, ot Vf.t
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10th of October, tliey were, on tlic IStli, met by a stron>r

southerly wind, wlien off Peterhead ; Captain Parry therefore

immediately Ismdcd (for the seccrtid time) at that place, and

setting off without delay for London, arrived at the Admiralty

on the IG'th of October 1825.

The Hecla arrived at Shccrness on the 20th of October,

where she was detained for a few days, for the purpose of

Captain Hoppner, his officers and ship's company, being put

upon their trial (according to the customary and indispensable

rule in such cases) for the loss of the Fury ; when, it is scarcely

necessary to add, they received an honourable acquittal. The

Ilecla then proceeded to Woolwich to be paid off.

The concluding paragraph of tliis eventful and interesting

voyage, does equal credit to Captain Parry's head and iieart.

"Happy as I should have considered myself (says he) in

solving this question, instead of leaving it a matter of specula-

tion and conjecture, happy shall I also be if any labours of

mine, in the humble, though it would seem necessary, office

of pioneer, should ultimately contribute to the success of some

more fortunate individual ; but most happy should I again

be, to be selected as that individual ; may it still fall to

England's lot to accomplish this undertaking, and may she

ever contribute to the advancement of science, and to promote

with her own the welfare of mankind at large ! Such enter-

prises, so disinterested as well as useful in their object, do

honour to the country which undertakes them ; even when the):

fail, they cannot but excite the admiration and respect of every

liberal and cultivated mind ; and the page of future history

will undoubtedly record them as every way worthy of a pow-

erful, a-tirtuous, and an enlightened nation."
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FOURTH V O YA G E

OF

CAPTAIN PARRY

Notwithstanding the failure of the third attempt

of Captain Parry which has just been narrated, his ardour

was in nowise damped ; and in the spring of the year ISilC),

he addressed himself to the Lords of the Admiralty, suggest-

ing the possibility of reaching the North Pole by proceeding

from Spitzbergen over the ice, and through any spaces of

water which miglit occur by means of slcdgc-boats. I'his

offer was backed by a communication from the Royal Society

rccommen;;ing its adoption. In consequence an expedition

was ordered to be t^iiiipped for that purpose, and Captain

Parry was appoinfeJ to the command of it. His Majesty's

ship Hccia, was again put into commission in November 18!i6,

and Captain Parry prepared for his departure in the spring

of the following year.

The opinion of those navigators who had visited Spitzber-

gen and especially tlie statement made by Captain Lutwidge,

the associate of Captain Phipps in the attempt made in the

year 1773, was, that the ice to the north-east had the ap-

pearance of one continued plane of smooth unbroken ice, to the

distance of several leagues. Captain Phipp's observations are

to the same effect. Mr. Scoresby junior says, that he observed

a field of ice in these parts, so free from hummock or fissure

that A coach might have been driven over it in a direct line

without danger or obstruction ; and in a jxiper presented by
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liim to tlie Werncrian Society of Eilinbiirgl), he cnlargoi in liis

observations on tlie practicability of" tlie attempt. Severa.

experienced masters of vessels, engaged in the whale fishery

also, whom Captain Parry consulted, expressed their opinions

as favourable to the attempt.

Captain Franklin also had so far adopted the opmion of

the possibility of travelling over the ice in the manner now

proposed, that he had drawn up a plan for making the

attempt, and placed it in the nands of Mr. liarrow, one of

the Secretaries of the Admiralty, stating that, from his own

experience and from consultations which lie had with Captains

Duchan and Beechey, he had great expectation that it might

be successful.

Two boats were now built under the direction of Captain

Pai>y a^'ler a model by Mr. Peake, which in several respectB

resembled wliat are called troop-boats, having great flatness

of floor, and, with the extreme breadth both fore and aft,

affording great room for stowage and of great buoyancy,

twenty feet long and seven feet b lad. On the outside was a

coveririg of Mackintosh's water-pioof canvass coated with tar

;

over this was a plank of fir, then a sheet of stout felt, and

over all an oak plank. The whole was firmly secured to the

timbers by iron screws, and finished under the direction of

Mr. Lang, master-shipwright of Woolwich dock. The elas-

ticity of this mode of construction was well adapted to the

service for which the boats were intended.

On the sides of the keel a strong runner was fixed, shod

with smooth steel after ihe manner of a sledge, by which the

boats rested on the ice. Each boat had also two wheels,

and a small one abaft, after the manner of a Bath chair, hav-

ing a swivel for steering. These latter however did not

answer the intended purpose on trial and were removed. A
" span " of hide-rope, was attached to the fore part of the

runners, and two strong ropes of horsehair, for dragging the

boat. A broad leathern shoulder-belt, which could readily

bo fastened to the drag ropes, was supplied to each individual.

The interior arrangements cont-isted only of two thwarts,

two lockers for the instruments and smaller stores, and a



To Till. XOIITH IMU.K. 739

frnmc-work along tlio sides to contain the hags of biscuii and the

spare clothing ; a bainhoo mast, nineteen i'f.et long, a duck sail,

wliich served also as an awning, a sprcat, a boat-hook, fourteen

paddles, and a steer-oar, completed the equipment of each boat.

Two olTicers, ten seiiincn, and two mariners, formed the

appointment for each boat ; and it was purposed that these

boats should set out from Spitzbcrgcn, about the beginning of

June, and to occupy that and the two following months, in the

attempt to reach the pole and in returning. 'I'licy calculated on

being able to travel at the rate of about thirteen miles a day.

The provisions were to consist of biscuits, beef, pemmican,

sweetened cocoa powder, and a portion of rum concentrated to

fifty-five per cent, above proof, for the sake of close stowage.

All things being fully prepared for their departure tlie

following official Instructions were delivered to Captain Parry.

By the Commissioners for exeaiting the office of Lord High

Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-

hud, Sfc.

Whereas the President and Council of the Royal Society

have expressed an opinion that an Expedition, for the pur-

pose of attempting to reach the North Pole, " cannot fail to

afford many valuable results, and settle important matters of

philosophical enquiry,'" and whereas, conformably therewith,

we have thought fit, from your desire to be employed on this

service, and your zeal and experience in prosecuting discoveries

in the Arctic Regions, to intrust to your charge the conduct

of the said Expedition, and to appoint you to the command

of His Majesty's Ship Hecia
;
you are hereby required and

directed, so soon as the said vessel shall in all respects be

ready for sea, to make the best of your way to the north-

ern part of Spitzbergen ; calling, however at Hammerfest

in Lapland, if you should tlnnk it expedient to take with you

from thence a certain number of tame rein-deer to draw the

boats over the ice.

On your arrival at the northern shores of Spitzbergen, you

will fix upon some safe harbour or cove, in which the Hecla

niny be placed ; and having properly secured her, you are
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tlieii to proceed witii tlie boats, whose equipments have, uiuitr

your own directions, been furnished expressly for the servicL-,

directly to the northward, and use your best endeavours to

reach the North Pole ; and having made such observation;}

:is arc specified in the instructions for your former voyages

in the northern regions, and such as will be pointed out to

you by the council of the Royal Society, added to those

which your own experience will suggest, you will be careful

to return to Spitzbergen before the winter sets in, and at such

a period of the autumn as will ensure the vessel you command

not l)eing frozen up, and thus obliged to winter there.

If, in proceeding towards the pole, any difficulties should

arise from the intervention of high and extensive land, or

from the rugged surface of continuous ice, or other difficulty,

the surmounting of which would evidently require a greater

length of time than it would be prudent to consume in order

to secure your safe return, you are in such case, to be careful

not to risk your own life, and the lives of those who accom-

pany you ; even though, by perseverance, you should be

satisfied that such difficulty might be overcome, but at the

expence of so much time as might put to liazard the certainty

of returning to the ship. You will tlierefore, in such case,

content yourself with the best examination of such land,

should any be found, as time and other circumstances will

allow. Trevious to your departure from the Hccla, you are

to direct Lieutenant Forster to proceed, in a boat fitted for

the purpose, as soon as the season shall be sufficiently advan-

ced, to survey the northern and eastern coast of Spitzbergen,

and to continue down the latter as far as may be practicable

;

with instructions to him to make observations on the dip,

variation, and intensity of the magnetic needle, the tempera-

ture, the Barometric pressure of the atmosphere ; and such

other meteorological phenomena, as he may be enabled to

notice ; the extent of open water ; the quantity, the position,

and nature of the ice ; the depth, temperature, and specific

gravity of the sea ; and you will also direct him to pay atten

(i(Mi to the number of whales he may meet with, in order that

an opinion may be formed, as to the expediency and pructicu-
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I iiity of extending the whale fiahciy oil tliat coast; and you

will give him sucli directions as to the time he is to remain on

tins survey, as will ensure Ins return to the vessel, so as not

to endanger her being shut up in the ice for the winter.

While these two operations arc carrying on by yourself

niul Lieutenant Foster, you are to instruct the officer left in

the command of the Ilecla, to employ the officers and men re-

maining on board, in embracing every opportunity of making

all such observations as may best contribute to the benefit of

griuial science, and collect and [)rescive all such specimens of

sulijccts of Natural History, whether animals, plants or miiu'-

tals, as may be deemed new or curious.

When you have chosen the situation in which the ship is

to remain, and have become acquainted with the local circum-

stances of the coast, you will be enabled to judge of the in-

structions which it may be necessary to give the ollicer who

will remain in the command of the ship, for ensuring your

finding her on your return, and for facilitating her putting

to sea as soon as the detached parties shall have rejoined :

after which you arc to make the best of your way to England ;

and, on your arrival, you arc immediately to repair to this

office in order to lay before us a full account of your jn'occed-

ings, taking care, before you leave the ship, to demand from

the several officers, petty officers and all other persons on

lioard, the logs and journals they may have kept, together

with any drawings oi- charts they may have made ; which are

all to be sealed u[), and to be thereafter disposed of as we may
tliihk proper.

Given under our ii.iiids the f2-lth of March, 1827.

(Signed) Mj:lville,

\Vm. Johnstone Hope,

G. CoCKRLRN,

C. Click K,

W. R. K. DouciLAs.

By Command of their Lunhhips,

(Signed) J. W. ("uoKi'.B.

Ti ('•i/iiiiiti WiUhnn Edward Pnrrij, Com-

tliaiid<r ut' Hi-i MdJi'Htj/'ii Sloni) IIeci.a.

fiC
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On the 'l-lli of April. IS*^?, tlic ship's coni]).xny Iiavm

'

received three months wages in advance, as also their rivi^r

pay, the Ilecia weiglied anchor and took lier departnre from

the Nore. The Comet steam boat assisted tlicm as far as

Orfordncss, and then, having received a packet of letters ami

dcspatclies, gave tliein tliree cheers and liade llieni farewell.

The weather was reniarkabi}' fine for the season of the year,

and the winds were so favourable that thi y arrived off the

island of Soroe on the ITth, without having made one ta(k

until tlioy entered the Fiord which forms the northern en-

trance, 'i'hc otiservalions made on tlic variations of tlio

magnetic needle appear, says Captain I'arry, among the sim-

plest, and yet the strongest, in favour of the theory of twn

magnetic poles in tlie nortlieru iK^niispliero of the earth.

On the IStli the wind became liglil and variable, and tliev

were occupied in beating up towards flanimerfest, Ileceiviii^'

a pllfjt on board, after l)eating all night against an ebb title,

they reached their anchorage at three o'clock in llie morniiir;

of the nineteenth. Here they were soon visited by the Ilu--

sian consul, the collector of the customs, and Mr. Crowe, n

Uritish merchant, wiio ofTered their services in any way tliat

might be desired.

Lieutenant Crozier was now despatched lor the rein-deer

which were to accompany tlic party in their jonrncy over tin

ice ; and their instruments were landed, and Lieutenant

Foster and Captain Parry continued to make observations

during the whole time they remained a1 this place.

Tiiev took in at this place a fresh supply of water, procured

a quantity of (Ish and venison, and bought a set of snow shots

and practised the people in the mode of walking in them in

deep siunv.

The "Ird being the day on which his Majesty's birlli-day

was appointed to be \<'pU the ship was dressed in colours ami

n royal salute fireil. On the same afternoon Lieutenant

Cidzier returned from Alten, having procured ti^ht rein-ileci

to be used in travelling over the ice, and a supjily of moss t<>r

heir provender. With a collar of skin rouml his neck, a
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single trace ol' skill Iictwct'ii Iiis legs, and a rein fiastened after

ihc iiKUiner oC ,i lialter iil).)ii! Iiis neck, thi-i animal "h pcrl'ect-

!v uiiiliT tile coiiiiiiaiul of ilic driver. AVlieii the rein is

ilirown on tlie oflVide of llie animal, lie starts at a fnll trot,

;mi w'lcn tlu; rein is tliniwii l).ick on tlic nearside it instantly

ships sliort. At fir.-t giiin:;- off iliey n[){)ear distressed, but

tlilitv soon recover llieniHives and tnen proccetil d with cipparcnt

The only mode (/ jiruvoking tlieir speed is hy s'lakii

the rem over Ih Tlu'v will travel five or >ix davs

illioiit food, and if they can ])iek up the snow as tliev travel

llu'v want no water.

On the 29tli of April, having received from the gentlemen

at lliiinnierfest all the assistanee re([irned, they weighed

amiior at six o'clock A. M. and jirocccded on tluir vovaye.

Nothing particular occin-ieJ till the .Jth of May, vheii they

nut with the first straggling mass of ice. On the flih, they

were taken a-back by a sepiall of wind from the northward ; on

llie same day tliey saw two whale slii])s, the Alpheus and

tlic Active, both l-'donging to I'eterheail, and on the day fol-

liiwing several otlu'rs came in sight. l"'rom Mr. Ri'nnett, the

master of one of them, they learned that several of the ships

li.ul been in the ice since the middle of April, and that the

(ihstacles to the sailing to the northward by tlie state of the

ite, were greater than had occurred for several years.

On the 11th, the ice opening they entered it together with

all the whalers, and jiroceeded about fifty miles further to the

iKirthward and saw the land about Hlack I'oint, beiii"' the

-oiithern extremity of I'rince Charles's Island, when they

were again stopjieil by the clo-;e ice. On the ]lth they

anived od' ITakluyt's Headland, and prepare<l to land a (jiian-

lilv of ])rovisions and oilur store., inleiidcil to be a supply

lor the l)arty on their return from the northward, in case the

ship should h

cNplniinir p'uly no

tcntio' s hyweviT

been ol)lig(>(l to leave these jiait?

I be ,-ilile a! onci.' to re.icli her,

d ll

Jl 11 r Ill-

Mr (I, W ^ -aluale cam

llircatenin';everv momcul lodri\e iluui lioni tluir jiirlicinge.

At length llie faliip ^vcnl adrift. The wind blew in such ire«
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niendous gusts as almost to lay the ship on lier beam-ends,

The situation of tlic siiip was now very precarious, the wiml

Mowing with unabated violence and the ice in a large pmk
under their lee. A tolerably smooth and open part beini;

noticed the ship was forced into the pack, and after receiving

several severe blows, she was carried onwards under all sail

and they got half a mile within the pack.

I'iie wind being to the southward, the ice drifted as far north

as it could go, and the ship drove with it to the eastward. On

ihe Kith the pack was cemented together by thr frost ; tlicy

were now in latitude 80" 4' 13", and longitude 12° 35', and

i'elt themselves fortunate in reaching the highest latitude to

which they wished to take the ship ; while they felt some

anxiety as to their finding a secure harbour for the ship, on

their departure for the north.

To be enabled to form a judgment as to their probability

of procuring water without the expcnce of fuel, they laid a

black-painted canvass cloth, and also a piece of black felt,

upon the surface of the snow, the temperature of the atmos-

phere being from 18" to 93". In two hours these substances

sunk half an inch into the snow, but they obtained no water;

they alao cut a block of ice from a hummock, at about ten

feet above the sea, and pounding and melting it, they found

it more free from salt than that which was in their tanks, and

had been procured at Ilamnicrfest. As in their journey over

the ice, they woidd probably have to depend on such a resource,

it was considered as a satisfactory result.

On the I'Jtli the ice settled together and in-shorc, and sub-

jected the ship to such violent pressure as few vessels could

have borne, cnilangering the rudder, and not leaving room

any where to drop ihe lead for sounding. On the 22nd

I/ieutenant lluss landed with a party of ofiicers and men, and,

on an eminence at the eastern end of the beach, they met with

two graves, bearing the dales of 1741 and 1762 on some of

the stones which covered them. At this time they had no

reasonable prospect of getting to any harbour, anil the time

for setting out on the nuiin object of the expedition was
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iiriivtil. The sliip sceintd secure from any immediate ilaii-

Mvr, and tlic delay of a few days at tlie commencement of the

season, short as it was, might l)e of great iiiiportaiice. Under

;ill eirciinistances therefore it appeared in the judgment of

Captain Parry, that lie was now placed in one of those situa-

tions in wliich the Lords of tlie Admiralty had authoiised

liim to art upon his own judgment. The nature of the ice was

ninst unfavourable, being in lo(j.sc pieces about fifteen or

twenty yards square, and th'^se surrounded by smaller j)ieces

thrown up by the recent pressure upon the edges of the

larger, forming an ai)pearanee, as the seamen called it, of a

stoiiemnson's yard. The only inducement to proceed under

such a|)pcaranccs, was the certainty that floes and fields lay

beyond it and the hope that they were not far distant.

Under these considerations they hoisted out the boats on

the morning of the 27th, and having put the things into one

of them, endeavoured to get lier a little distance from the

ship ; but such were the irregularities of the ice, that it was

clear that without additional help tliey would not get cm at a

greater rate than a mile a day, and in efl'ecting that ilistanco

the boats woulii be liable to great injury, by striking against

the angidar pieces. Under all circumstances therefore the

.>tores were replaced on board the ship, and Lieutenant Hobs

was despatched to make observations. He travelled about

tin miles, and on bis return stated the general appearance of

the ice to be much of the same kind as that near the ship.

'I'he extreme dilliculty of transporting the boats led Cap-

tain Parry to consider, whether he might not more effectually

accomplish his design by taking only one boat, but contain-

ing the same complement of men. Tlie only objection seemed

to be that it would occupy more time in ferrying over

pieces of water by making two trips instead of one ; but

this objection appeared to be obviated by the increased

rate at which they would move when upon the ice, which

it was thought would be the ease nine days out of ten. In

that case all would not be able to sleep in one boat ; but by

forming sledges of the Lapland snow ehocs, they proposed
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ilrngging nearly the wliolc weight, so th.it the boat woiilil he

hphtencd of the cargo, and thi'y foiiml that a man co'ilil drat'

about throe luindred pounds on a sletlge, witli more case lliaii

he could drag one hundred pounds weiglit in a boat, Ujjoii

tliese sledges half the [>nrty alternately were to lodge each

night luider the lee of the boat and to have an awning stretch-

ed over I hem like a ;.loped roof.

On the twcnty-nintli Lieutenants Foster and Crozier, with

a urea! part of the ship's comp.iny, went with a spare travellinf;

boat for the purpose of depositing a quantity of provisions

and stores on Red Beach, to be left there as a deposit in case

tile boats should return to the eastward. Their labour to

efi'ect this was very severe, and after working fourteen hour?,

they were obliged to return to the boats, and renew their at-

tempts the succeeding day, although the distance was only

about six miles. They had however the op])ortunity of try-

ing what could be done upon a regular and level floe, which

lay close to the beach and formed an o|)inion that they could

travel twenty miles a day on ice of that kind.

'J'he newly suggested plan of taking only one boat, now

oi'i iipied all their attention. Another week was [jassin"- away

and no prospect of getting the ship free so as either to proceed

farther north or get her into an haiboiu' ; and Captain Pairv,

after holding a consultation with the oflicers, resolved on set-

ting out ; at this moment however, the ice around them,

which had opened at regular hours with the tide, for the past

three or four days, set them more rapidly than usual to the

eastward, and causetl them to shoal the water in a few hours

from fd'ty-two to twenty fathoms, and on the following morning

to fourteen fathoms aiicl a halt', 'i'his new change in their situa-

tion required all their attention ; i"or though the ice occasion-

ally opened and shut within a' 'out twenty yards of the ship

on the in-shore side, the shij) herself was iirndy imbedded by

the turneil up masses, which pressed upon lier ; and she

formed as it were ])ai t of a floe wliiili drilled aliout continu-

ally. This ciieiimst.iiKe was of little in.|iortancc while the shi|

lay in si.\ty fathoms ul' water, as the was for the llr.t fouitieii



TO THIt \()R1TI lOI.F, 747

(l.'ivsof lli.if lic'ctmcnf, find also nt a clisifincc of scvcr.il miles

tVom the liind ; hilt it now liccaiiiu a nuitter of import;! iice to

tiv wlu'thor tlh'V could liberate the ship from her present ini-

l)((l(le(i state. All hands were in consequoneo set to work,

«itli liaiiilspikes and other fools, to break oil" the difreniit

niasscs by wbieii ?hc wai frozen in, and after three days labo-

rious efforts thev ac(f)niplishecl if, althoii;;h the ship was e\(ii

llien far from biinir Wvv, there luiiiL; iiia»es of ico duubled

iiiuier her whieh could not be moved willioiit more space for

working.

On the 4th of June, the ice about them slackened very fast,

imd the ship set rapidly to the eastward. Thev succeeded in

feting her, and then laid out hawsers for moving her, shouKl

she drive into shoal water. This however wa.; not the case,

and ilic water gradually deepened to upwards of sixtv iathoma.

Painful as was the consideration that they bad been by

tlie^c circumstances preventeil from ])Mrsuing the great object

of the voyage, the propriety of it was manifest. Had the ex-

ploring parly quitted the ship so early, there would not have

remained a suiliciency of hands on board the IJeela to have

insured her safety. In fael it appeareil to he a providential

circumstance, that the impracticable nature of the ice for

travelling bad oft'ered no encouragement for setting out he-

fore the appointed time.

All hopes of finding a haihour had hitherto rested on their

getting the ship to the westward ; hut the decided tendency

of the ice to drii't in n contrary direction, rendered so desirable

an ohjccl almost imjiossihle to he effected in any reasomible

time. A constant darknes,?, and frequently a dense fog bank

in the horizon, was oliserved as the vessel continued to

drive to the eastward, which indicated open w;iter being in liiat

direction ; to which cjuarter their attention was now particu-

larly turned.

For the two following davs they conlinucil closely besil,

but still driving to the eastward, across the mouth of Weytle

Bay. In the afternoon of the Gth, tluy had driven within

five miles of a point of land, seeming to recede considerably
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to the eastward, which appeared to answer to tlic situation of

MiiM'Ie or MiisscII Ray, as laid down in flic charts. Captain

Parry, anxious to ascertain whether sheher coukl be loinid

lierc fur the ship, as a lane of water ap{)cn.red at no gnat

distance from them, hauled a boat over the ice, and tlicii

rowed on shore, accompanied by Lieutenant I'oster, and sonu'

of tlie other officers, taking a small store of provisions to de-

posit tliere, as a future resource for their party, should tlicv

approMch that part of the coast on tlieir return.

They landed at half-past six o'clock, and Mr. Bird renuiiu-

cd to bury the provisions, while Captain Parry and lieute-

nant Foster walked, without delay, to the eastward, and on

ascending the point, found that there was an indentation in

the coast on the other side. They now luirried on witli all

possible liaste to examine the place furtlier, entertaining the

most flattering hopes of discovering something like a harbour

for the ship ; but great was their mortification, when after

three hours excessive walking, on arriving at its head, they

found that it wa: nothing but an open bay, entirely cx|)(>sc{|

to the inroads of all the northern ice, ami consequently (luilc

unfit for the ship.

l^he bay was found to be very small, being only about two

iTiiles in depth, and lying ten miles to the south-west of

Verlcgen Hook, having a beach composed of small rounded

stones, and covered with great quantities of drift-wood. Some

of the trees witl* their roots attached to them, were not less

than eighteen jrches in diameter, the smaller ones were very

abundant, the '.hole being of the pine tribe.

The land to the westward of this coast, is very rugged and

acuminated, while that to the eastward assumes a very dif-

ferent aspect, being of a more smooth and rounded outline.

Large streams of water were discovered rushing down the

sides of all the hills, and largo ponds of it were seen in every

direction, even at the height of three or four hundred feet

above the sea, the water was running copiously, almost at

midnight, and the Saxifraga Oppositi/blia was quite out in

flower, a circumstance never before known at such a season,



Til ; Ml sol; in ii I V. Tl'J

ni't I'vrii at Winter Island, wlilcli lies ncMily f'durtecn degrees

iimiT southward.

Si veral rein-deer wore observed, hut a small one only was

killed. There was an extensive floe of land-ice, that filled

the upper part of tlic bay, but which could easily have been

cut through, Iiad the place been such as to require it. The
vaiialion of the magnetic needle observed upon the ice at

this spot was IS" 10' 80", westerly,

A considerable space of open water was plainly distinguisli-

cd from the hills to the eastward of Vcrlegen Hook, and the

party felt confident that if they could have placed the Hecla

in perfect security, the boats might be got into this water,

wiiich apparently led directly to the northward, and thus

liave reached the main ice with little or no difficulty. But

jjainfid as such a necessity was, they were compelled to sub-

mit tj the necessity of awaiting with inconceivable anxiety

some favourable chance. They returne<l to the l)oat, greatly

disappointed, and reached the Hecla early in the morning of

the 7lh.

The weather bad continued remarkably fine during their

three week's stay on the northern coast of Spitzbcrgen, and

with the exception of only two or three hours rain, they had

enjoyed a clear and cloudless sky, with scarcely any wind, a

warm temperature in the shade, and quite a scorching sun.

Excellent water could be procured in great abundance upon

the ice after the 1st of June, and by the end of the first week,

he floe pieces looked quite blue in many parts, and every

where the snow had become too soft to bear a man's weight

The ship had drifted more to the eastward, and was within

a mile of the spot where they had deposited the provisions

on the preceding evening ; no ice remained between them

and the land, except the tloe to which they had so long been

attached ; round which they were obliged occasionally to

warp, whenever a slackening of the ice permitted, to prevent

their getting too near the rocks. They were compelled to

remain in that situation of great suspense and anxiety, until

the evening of the 8th, when a breeze which fortunately sprung
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up from tlic sovithward opened the ice from the point of the

channel to three or four hundred yards, which enabled them lu

warp into clear water, and round the point in safety ; they

could make no soundings with twenty fathoms, at one third

of a mile from a small rocky islet lying ofl" the channel.

The wind had now driven the ice so far off the land, as to

enable them to form a clear communication with the open

water to the eastward ; so that after a bcsetment of twenty-four

days, they obtained a liberation from their close confinement.

This fortunate and long wished for escape, gave fresh ani-

mation to the whole of the party, and they entertained the most

confident hopes of making the Hecla perfectly secure in some

harbour previous to their departure in the boats, an object

which appeared so desirable, and which the events of the pre.

reding days had shown to be indispensably necesr-ary, before

they could venture to set out. They then stretched along

the low point of Verlegen Hook, in hopes of finding a place

of security for the ship, but found some swell coming in from

Waygatz Strait, and the wind blowing from the southward,

with heavy rain, during the night, they were compelled to lav

to till the weather should become more favourable. The

wind and rain moderating, and finding a clear sea in the di-

rection of N.N.E. early in the morning of the Qlli, they

made sail towards th. Seven Islands.

They discovered a house on the low shore near Verlegen

Hook, apparently In a very ruinous state, which they sup-

posed to have belonged to some Russian settlers. As a proof

that the heavy or field-ice, seldom, if ever, comes actually

home upon these shores, the party found for the first time,

heavy grounded ice on the northern coast of Spitzbergf n,

such as they had formerly been accustomed to (iiid upon all

shelving shores; if otherwise, traces would be left of that

kind. With great pleasure they found no other ice attuchtd

to the land, except large grounded masses that were along the

ghore.

Discoveringland totheeastward, t'. ?y ncuiedupforit, towards

Brandywine Bay, with the intention of examining that part uf
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tlic coast for a safe harbour for the ship. The "packed" ice was

lour or five miles to the westward of them, tlie blink being

strongly marked, and of a yellowish colour, over the whol.; of

liie northern and western horizons. They stood about six miles

to the eastward at two o'clock in f.he afternoon, when they struck

soundings in seventeen, and immediatelyafterwardsin fifteen fa-

tlionis ; upon this they tacked till a boat could be got a-head to

sound, as no land could be seen within many leagues of thcni,

and then kept to the E.N.E. having from ten to fourteen

t'atlioms for several miles in that divoction. A quantity of

heavy ice, apparently aground, was perceived to the south-

eastward, lying around the " Low Island " of Phipps, at a

distance of four or five miles, but the weather being thick and

hazy, with rain, sleet, and snow, they were obliged to put the

ship's head to the north-west, and lie-to ; they drifted to tic

northward, and soon dropped oft' into deep water. No bot-

tom could be reached with the hand-leads.

They were now desirous to stand in towards the eastern

land, but the weather continuing tliick, rendered it very dan-

gerous to venture, till 11 o'clocl. in the morning of the 10th,

when they made sail towards Brandywinc Baj' ; the wind

being then from the W. S. W., or nearly dead Mpon the shore.

In consequence of the weather clearing up soon after one in

the afternoon, the eastern land was seen, and grounded ice

was soon after discovered otf Low Island. VValden's Island

appeared plainly to their sight to the north-east. The Bay
was, apparently, deeply indented, and seemed likely to afFori'

such nooks as they wanted ; and where so large a sjjace ot

open water, and conscquei.tly some sea, had been exerting

its influence for a considerable time, the most sanguine and

flattering hopes were entertainetl by the whole party of

having access to the shores, suftieiently near, rt least, to

tiiable then; to saw into some safe and desirable [)lace of

shelter. But how great was their surprise and mvjrtification,

wiien they found that the whole of the coast, from the islands

northwards to Black I'l.l'it, and apparently as far as Walden's

Uiand, was rendered inacccsbibic by one continuous and heavy
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floe every where attached to the shores, and to the numberlesi

grounded masses about the island, which formed an eminence

of six or seven miles in width, in many places, and not less

than twelve feet in thickness near the margin

!

They stood in towards tliis floe, from the north-wcsi ward,

but no bottom was four.d with thirty-five fathoms of line.

They then sailed out on the opposite tack for about a mile.

They were now within four or five miles from the nc-th-east-

ern part of the island, when they suddenly struck soundi'igs

in ten fathoms, and which, before they had time to <ret f

ship's head rount',they found had decreased to seven t' •hr'.pc:

A boat was immediately lowered, and Captain Par.y, av

sounding, found that sunie heavy masses of ice, lying near

the ship, and close ofi' the margin of the floe, were agroun;!

in six fathoms ; this appeared to be a bank lying by itself .n

that distance, upon which, probably, there was less water lo

be found as the floe prevented their sounding, more to the

eastward about the shoalest part.

The prospect from the mast-head at this time threw a damp

over every sanguine expectation that had been entertained, of

their being soon enabled to place the Hecia in perfect security,

and willingly would Captain Parry at that period have per-

suaded himself if possible, that he would be justified in

quitting her at sea ; but such, however, was the nature of

the navigation, as regarded the combined difficulties that

might arise from ice ami a large extent of shoal and unsurvey-

ed ground, that even with a full complement of officers and

men on hoard, all their strength and exertions wo"ld scarce-

ly have sufficed, in a single gale of w I, to have kept the

ship tolerably secure. The conclusion which they drew was,

that thus to have left the ship, would have been to expose

her to imminent peril, rendering it impossible to conjecture

where they would find her on their return.

They now stood to the north-west to gain •^ 'ling ; the

wind having freshened up from the S.W. by >, ., lich they

expected would have brought the drift ict from the ' pack
'

upon the laud, but after having sailed ei^jhteeii miles, tlK_^

../;
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came to a quantity of ice that was streaming of!" from tlie

margin. They tacked at 11 o'clock at night, and found that

the estimated latitude, by their run from Low Island, was

80° 36'. No obstruction whatever appeared at that time to

the north and north-west of them, and in all probability,

they might have run to SOi" had there been any object in

their so doing.

They then determined on taking advantage of the westerly

wind, and of the lee afibrded them by the ice, and to stand back

to the southward towards Waygatz Strait, where a dark pur-

ple sky appeared, which they thought indicated clear water,

and where, from the clearness of the shores about Verlegen

Hook, they entertained great iiopes of being able to have

access to the land near some harbour ; they kept in that di-

rection during the night, but found the ice to be drifting very

fast to the eastward.

On the morning of the 11th, they found great difficulty in

getting to the windward of the shoal ground, off the west end

of Low Island, the ice having approached so near to it,

though forty-eight hours previous to that time, none cr)uld be

seen from the ship's deck, in a more westerly direction ; when

they had proceeded further to the southward, they found

thr.t the same effect liad been produced in a much more sur-

prising degree under all the 'ands about tbe entrance of Way-

j; t.' Strait, and towards Verlegen Hook ; thus they found it

iirostiible to have reached any of the shores that appeared

SI 'it from their mast-head ; balBed in their intentions they

IT lU pushed back to the northward, there being every pro-

bu .il .y, should the westerly wind continue, of their having

no space in which they could keep under way, preferring to

be beset in a high latitude, if they should be beset at all. Jn

the course of the 12th, the wind had shifted so far to the

northward, as to enable them to obtain a sight of the main

ice, and, at the same time to examine about VValden Island ;

though they entertained little hopes of finding a harbour on

ho small a spot of land, for there was every probabiUty, should

they be so fortunate as tu disjcover a harbour, that tjiis island
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would form one of the stations to whicli provisions and infor

ination could be carried, as an assistance to their party on

their return from the northward.

After they had beaten through much ice, of the drift or

broken kind, that had collected together for the last two days,

they at length got into an open space of water in-shore, about

siv miles to the northward of Low Island, and on the morn-

cf ihe 13th, they stretched in towards Walden Island,

.. and which they found, a considerable quantity of fixed ice,

which entirely enveloped the inner or eastern end of the island.

They had scarcely seen the blue sky, ever since they liad

got into open water, and had experienced fog, sleet, or snow

during almost all that time. They were still at a loss to know

the position of the main ice, while the nature of that through

which they had been sailing for so many miles, was very un-

favourable to the progress of boats over it, whenever it should

become packed.

On the 16th of June, Walden Island being clear of the

loose ice, they sailed towards it, and when within two miles

observed that about half that space was occupied by land ice;

however, being desirous of a better view than the crow's-nest

afforded, and also of depositing a supply of provisions, Captain

Parry and Lieutenant Foster landed upon the ice, and walked

over about three quarters of a mile of high and rugged hum-

mocks to the shore. Ascending about three hundred feet,

ihey had a view of the Seven Islands, and of land beyond

them far to the eastward, and here the whole sea was covered

with one unbroken land-floe attached to all the shores, ex-

tending each way as far as the eye could reach. This pros-

pect destroyed every hope of finding a harbour among the

Seven Islands, and therefore after depositing the provisions

which were to be left here for a supply to the boats on their

return, they returned to the ship.

Observing that the sea was perfectly clear to the northward,

they now stood for Little Table Island, hoping that the rock

off its northern end might afford shelter for the ship. I>icii

tenant Ross was sent on ahure, but could find no place of
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shelter, and having deposited another small store of provisions,

returned. This was tlie only island round which a ship at

tills time might sail, all the others being enclosed by barriers

of ice.

The 17th of June had now arrived and no prospect appear-

ed of getting the Hecia into harbour ; and every day's experi-

ence shewed that it would be an act of great rashness, to

attempt to quit her in her present situation, which, even with

all her officers and men, was one of great precariousness.

C!i|)tain Parry therefore thought it his duty to call odicially

on his officers for their opinion, which he found to agree en-

tirely witli his own.

On the evw-ning of the 18tii of June, while standing-in for

the high land to the eastward of Verlegen Hook, they per-

ceived from the crow's-nest, a low point which might possibly

afford some shelter for the ship ; and on the following morn-

jng, accompanied by Lieutenant Ross, Captain Parry proceed-

ed to examine it. They found it to be a considerable bay,

affording excellent land-locked anchorage, and sufficiently

clear of ice to permit the ship to enter. Having sounded the

entrance to bring her in, the main object of their enterprise

now appeared within tlieir grasp and all felt stimulated to new
exertions. The ship was towed and warped in with great

alacrity, and on the 20th they dropped anchor in Hecia Cove,

in thirteen fathoms, and made fast to the land-ice, which

still filled all the upper part of the bay. After reiting a few

hours they proceeded to saw a canal a quarter of a mile in

length, through which the sliip was removed into a better

situation and properly secured. On the following morning,

they hauled the launch up on the beach, and Captain Parry

ordered such stores and provisions to be landed as would

render the party who were now to leave the ship and proceed

in the boats, sufficient resources, if on their return they should

find the ship driven to sea by the ice. Lieutenant Foster,

upon whom the command of the Hecia .vould now devolve,

was directed to send notice in the course of the summer to

the various stations where provisions were deposited, stating
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the situation of the aliip and any other informnfioii hIu;-!)

might be useful for Captain Parry's guidance, on returnin{>

from the north.

Every thing being now completed, Captain Parry and liis

party left the ship witli the two boats, wiiich they named t'lo

Enterprise, and the Endeavour. Mr. Beverly was attaciicil

to the boat under the direction of Captain Parry and Lieute-

nant Ross, accompanied by Mr. Bird, was attached to the

other. Lieutenant Crozicr accompanied them in one of the

ship's cutters, for the purpose of carrying some of the weight

as far as Walden Island, together with a store of provisions

to be deposited on Low Island, as an intermediate station be-

tween Walden Island and tlie ship. As it would be necessary

not to prolong their return beyond the end of August, tiiey

took only seventy-one days provisions, which, including the

boats, and every other article, amounted to two hundred and

sixty-eight pounds a man ; and as the rugged nature of the ice

rendered it improbable that either the rein-deer, or the snow-

shoes would prove of any service, they gave up the idea of

taking them, and constructed out of the snow-shoes four ex-

cellent sledges for dragging a part of their baggage over the

ice ; and these proved of invaluable service to them, m hile the

rest of the things just mentioned would only have been an

incumbrance.

Having received the usual salutation of three cheers, from

those whom they left behind, they paddled through a quan-

tity of loose ice at the entrance of the bay, and then steered

for the western part of Low Island, which they reached at

half-past two on the morning of the 22nd.

On the following day, having deposited the provisions

which were to be left here, they set off at four o'clock in the

morning, paddling watch and watch, to give the people a little

rest. The weather was quite calm, a good deal of ice was seen

about the island, and a thick fog coming on, they were obliged

to grope their way for several hours to get clear of it. They
saw a great number of walrusses lying in herds upon the ice,

tnd on observing the boats, they plunged into the water
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to follow them. The sound which they utter is soinelhing

between bellowing and very loud snorting, which together

with their grim, bearded countenances, made them appear

rather formidable enemies to contend with, but as they never

make the first attack, the party deemed it advisable not to

molest them, for they would soon have destroyed the boats, if

one of them had been wounded.

After they had rested a (ew hours, and removetl the pro-

visions and other articles from Lieutenant Crozier's boat, they

parted with him and set off for Little Table Island at three

o'clock in the aftcrn(X)n of the twenty-third ; as they antici-

pated finding much open water in that neighbourhood in the

autumn, Captain Parry sent directions to Lieutenant Foster,

to deposit a spare boat at Waldcn Island in time for his

return, in case any accident should happen to make them

require it.

They found that the land-ice continued to adhere to the

Seven Islands ; along the margin of which t}>ey rr.v.vd a part

of their way to Little Table Island, where they arrived at

ten o'clock at night. They examined and re-secured the pro-

visions th.it had been left on shore, having found that their

depot had been disturbed by the bears. 'I'he weather at this

time being calm and clear, and the prospect to the northward

very favourable, and very little loose ice to be seen, they took

tlieir final leave, at half-past ten, of the Spitzbergen shores,

as they hoped, for at least two months. They steered due

north, and made very good progress.

As their plan of travelling was nearly the same througliout

this excursion after they entered up(m the ice, it may be

advisable to give some account of their usual mode of pro-

ceeding. It was their intention to travel wholly by night,

and to rest by day, there being constant day-light in those

regions during tiie summer season. The advantages of that

plan, which was occasionally deranged by circumstances, con-

Hsted first, in their avoiding the nitense and oppressive glare

from the snow during the time of the sMn''s gnutest altitude,

so as to prevent, in some degree, the |.ainf'id iiiflanimalion iti

5£
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the eyes, called " snow-l)lindne?s," wluth is common in all

snowy countries. They also thus enjoyed a greater warnitli

during the hours of rest, and had a better chance of drying

their clothes ; besides whicii, they derived a great advantiij^e

from the snow being harder at night, whicli rendered it iK'tttr

for travelling. The only disadvantage attending that piaii

was, that the fogs were somewhat more frequtiit, and more tliiek

by night than by day ; in other respects, the temperature

underwent but little variation during the twenty-four hours.

Their travelling by night and sleeping by dny so compleiely

inverted the natural order of things, that it was sometimes

difficult to persuade themselves of the reality. Kven Captain

Parry himself, and the officers, who were all furnished witli

pocket chronometers, could not always bear in mind at what

part of the twenty-four hours they had arrived ; and several

of the men positively declared that they never knew night

from day during the whole excursion.

They rose in the evening, and always cooimenced their

day with prayers ; after which they took off their fur sleep-

ing-dresses, and put on those for travelling ; the former beiog

made of camblet lined with racoon skins, and the latter of

strong blue box-cloth. They always put on the same stock-

ings and boots for travelling in ; whether they had become

dry during the day or not ; but it mostly happened that they

were either wet or hard frozen. But that indeed was of no

consequence, beyond the discomfort of first putting them on,

as they were sure to get thoroughly wet soon after commenc-

ing their journey ; while on the other hand, it was of

vital importance for them to keep dry things for sleeping in.

After they were "rigged" for travelling, and breakfasted

upon warm cocoa and biscuit, they stowed the things in the

boats and on the sledges, to secure them from the wet, and

tiien set off for their day's journey. They usually travelled

fur about five hours, then stopped an hour or two to dine,

and again travelled four, five, and sometimes six hours, accord-

ing to circumstances ; after which, they halted for the niglit,

^3 ihey called it, though it was usually early in the morning
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and liaiilod tlieir boats upon tlie largest surface of ice, whicli

liappi'iicd to be near tbcin, in order to avoid tlie danger of its

breaking up by coming in contact with other masses, and also

to prevent drift as much as possible. 'I'hey then placed the

boats alongside of eacli other, with thf ir sterns to the wind,

and the snow or wet was cleared out of them, and the sails,

supported by the bami)oo masts and three paddles, placed

over them as awnings, an entrance being left at the bow.

The men then put on dry stockings and fur boots, after which

they set about the necessary repairs of the boats, sledges, or

clothes; and, after having served up the provisions for the

succeeding day, they went to snp})er. Most of the officers and

men then smoked their pijjes, wliieh served to dry the boats

and awnings very imicli. 'I his part of ihe twenty-four hours

was their only time of enjoyment ; the men told their stories,

and " fought all their battles o'er again," and the lalwurs of

the day, unsuccessful as they had often been, were forgotten.

A regular watch was set dining their resting-time, to look out

for bears, or for the ice breaking up, as well as to attend to

the drying of the clotties, each man alternately taking the

(inly for one hour. 'J hey then concluded the day with

prayers ; and lay down to sleep, in their fur dresses, with a

degree of comfort whieh few persons would imagine possible,

under such circumstances. Ailcr they had slept seven hours,

the man ap|)ointed to lioil the cocoa roused them, when it was

ready, by the sound of a bugle, and they then commenced

their day in the manner before described.

The allowance of provisions for each man per day was as

follows :

—

Biscuit 10 ounces.

Penmiican 9 "

Sweetened Cocoa Powder 1 " to make one pnit.

lium 1 gill.

Tobacco 3 ounces per week.

'I'lieir fuel consisted entirely of spirits of wine, of which two

pints formed their daily allowance. 'Ihey cooked their cocoa

in an iron boiler over a shallow iron lamp, with seven wicks.
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One pint of li.e spirits of wine was found siiflficicnt Cor pre.

paring their l)roakt"asts, that is, for heating twenly-cioht pints

of water. Wlieii the weather was calm and fair, this quantity

«if fuel hronglit it to the boiling point in ahont an hour

ami a quarter. This made a very comfortable meal to per-

sons situated as they were. Such, with very little variation

was their regular routine diirinnr the whole of their excursion.

On Sunday, the 24tli, at ten o'clock at night, they set ofF

on their first journey over the ice. i hey found it very slow

and laborious travelling ; the pieces of ice, being of small

extent and very rugged, obliged them to make three journies

and sometimes four, with the boats and baggage, and to launch

several times across narrow pools of water : every individual

however exerted himself to the very utmost, with the hope of

sooner reacliing the main or field ice. They stopped to dine

at five o'clock in the morning of the 25th, having made about

two miles and a half of northing ; after which they again set

forward, and proceeded till eleven, when they halted to rest.

'I'hey set out at half-past nine in the (veiling ; but found

their way to lie over nothing but small loose rugged masses

of ice, separated by little pools of water, which obliged them

constantly to launch and haul up the boats, each of which

operations required ihein to be unloaded and occupied nearly

a quarter of an hour. On the morning of the 26th, it rained

very hard, which obliged iheui to take shelter under the

awnings. But the weather improving at six, they again

moved forward, and travelled till a quarter past eleven, when

they hauled up the boats upon the only laige flue j)iece that

appeared in sight.

They pursued theirjounuy at half-past nine in the evening,

but the weather being very thick, and the ice much in mo-

tion, made it very dangerous to chjss with loaded boats ; and

when they came to the margin of the floe-piece on whiili

they had slept, seeing no road by wliich they coulil proceed

with safety, they preferred remaining where they were, to the

risk of bi'ing driven buck to the southward, on one of the

smaller masses. They therefore halted at miihiight, having
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wadfd three quarters of mile tlirough water, from two to five

inches deep upon the iee.

On the 28th, at seven o'clock in the morning, they came

to a floe, covered with high and rugged hummocks, wl)ich

opposed a formidable obstacle to their progress. These fol-

lowed each other in successive tiers, so that they had no sooner

crossed one line of hummocks, than another presented itself.

Over these it was with great difficulty that they hauled the

boats, and the weather becoming thick, so as to prevent their

seeing across the succeeding tier, they were compelled to re-

linquish their further efforts. In some cases the boats were

carried up in a perpendicular direction ; and in one instance

James Parker (one of the seamen) received a severe contusion

on his back, by the boat falling upon him from a hummock.

It is deserving of remark, that, notwithstanding the boats

received many heavy blows, the nautical and astronomical

instruments were so placed upon a wooden platform in the

after locker, on strong springs of whalebone, that all of them

escaped being injured.

They proceeded onwards under similar circumstances to the

1st. of July, when on observation they found their latitude to

be 81° 30' 41". After crossing several pieces of ice, they got

into a good " lead" of water, four or five miles in length ;

two or three of which occurred under the lee of a floe, being

tiie second they had seen that deserved the name. They
liicn passed over four or five small tloes, and crossed the

p(x)ls of water that lay between them. The ice was less

broken up, and tolerably level ; but they found from six to

eighteen inches of soft snow upon it in every part, which ren-

dered their travelling very fatiguing, and obliged thcni to

make two, and sometimes three, journies with their load.".

Tlipy at length fouiul it absolutely necessary to lighten the

boats as much as they possibly could, by putting the bread-

bugs upon the sledges, on account of the " runners" of the boats

sinking so much deeper into the snow ; but the bread ran a

great risk of being wetted by this plan.

Captain I'airy and Lieutenant JlobS generally went a-head
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as soon as tlicy lanilod on :i floc-|)U'ce, to sdorl ilir i-asirst

road ; Messrs Beverly and Uird following tliiin with tiio

sledges ; by wliieh means llie snow was much trodden down,

and tlie road thus greatly improved for the boats. As soon us

they had arrived at the end of a floe, or come to any difficult

place, tiiey mounted one of the highest hummocks of ice

nearest to them, (many of which were from fifteen to twenty,

five feet above the sea, in order that they might obtain a

better view ; but nothing could exceed the dreariness wliidi

such a view presented to them. They had nothing but ice

and sky for tlieir eyes to rebt upon ; and even the lultcr was

often secluded from their view by dense and dismal fogs. P'or

want of variety, the most trifling circumstances engaged a

more than ordinary share of their attention ; as a passing '1^

a mass of ice of unusual form, and other trifling <Hcur

which, at other times, they would have regarded as ii

cant, became objects which their situation and circumstances

magnified into ridiculous importance. It was cheering for them

to turn from such scenes of inanimate desolation, to their two

little boats in the distance, to see the moving figures of the men

winding with their sledges among the hummocks, and again

to hear the sound of human voices breaking through the

stillness of the icy wilderness. In some cases. Captain Parry

and Lieutenant Ross took separate routes to try the ground,

which kept them almost continually floundering among deep

snow and water. '1 hey then brought the sledges up as far as

liad been explored, and returned for the boats ; each boat's

crow, when the road was tolerable, dragged their own, and

tlic officers took an equal share of the labour with the men.

They were obliged to proceed in this manner, nine miles out

of every ten that they travelled over the ice ; for they seldom

met with a surface that was sufJiciently ha'"d and level to

drag all their loads at one journej-, and in a great many in-

stances, during the first fortnight they had to make three

journies which tlnir beats and baggage ; that is, to traverse

I he same road five times over.

Tliev halted at eleven o'clock at night, after having Iravif-
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fod from ten to eleven miles, and made good seven and a half

in a N. by W. direction. They again set forward at ten in

the morning of the 2nd, but tJie sun being oppressively warm,

together with tlie glare from tiie snow, produced so painful

a sensation in most of their eyes, as obliged them to halt

shortly after to avoid being blinded. The men took advan-

tofreof this warm weather to wash themi>elves, and to mend and

dry their clothes ; and tlien set out at half-past three in the

afternoon. They found the snow so soft as to take them up

to their knees at almost every other step, and frequently still

(Iteper ; so that they were often five minutes together in

moving a single boat, with all their united strength. Finding

it impossible to proceed under such circumstances, they

determined, by degrees, to fall into their night-travel! ig

again, from which they had insensibly deviated. I hey

halted at half-past five, tlie weather being clear and warm, and

many of the people's eyes were begmning to fail them. They
did not set out again till after midmight, as they thought the

snow would require some time to harden after so warm a day ;

but, to their great disappointment, they found the snow still

to be very soft, which rendered their travelling very fatiguing.

They at first lost their way across a number of small loose

pieces, most of which were from five to twenty yards apart,

and just sufficiently separated to give them all the labour of

launching and hauling up the boats, without the advantage

of their making any progress by water ; while they crossed,

in other instances, from moss to mass, by luying the boats

over as bridges, by which the men and the baggage passed.

By these means they reached a floe, about a mile in length,

in a northern direction ; but the labour that was required to

traverse it was very great. They found the average depth

of snow upon the level parts to be about five inches, under

which lay water four or five inches deep ; but, the moment

that they approached a hummock, the depth to which tliey

sank increased to three or four feet, which rendered it diffi-

cult for them, at times, to obtain a sufficient fooling for one

leg before they were enabled to extricate the other. Th«
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pools of fiesli water liad now become very large, some of

thein being a quarter of a mile in leiigtli; and the depth aiwve

their knees, which prevented them from taking the sledges,

for fear of wetting the provisions ; but they preferred tran-

sporting the lioats across tliem, notwithstanding the severe

told of the snow water, as the bottom was harder for the

" runners" to slide upon. In one instance, they were two

hours proceeding a distance of one hundred yards on this

kind of road.

They halted at half-past six in the morning to dine ; and

after they had emptied their Ixjots and wrung their stockings,

which, to them, was like putting on dry ones, they set out,

and at length got into a " lane " of water about a mile and a

quarter long, in a N.N.E. direction. They baited for the

night, almost exhausted with their laborious day's work, at

half an hour before midnight, having made a distance good

to the northward noi exc< ( <ling two miles and a quarter.

They allowed themselves this night a hot supper, consisting

of a pint of soup per man, made of an ounce of pemmican

each, and eight or ten birds which they had killed ; and

which afforded them a luxury, v-ich none, but those who

liave been placed in :imilar situations, can duly appreciate.

They rose and breakfasted at nine o'clock in the evening
,

but the weather had gradually become so inclement and thick,

with snow, sleet, and a fresh breeze from the eastward, that

it would have been impossible for them to have seen their

«ay, or have avoided getting wet through, if they Iiad moved

;

they were therefore compelled t( remain under cover ; and

;n consequence ot the snow having soon after changed (o

heavy rain, and the wind being increased to a fresh gale, they

were unavoidably detained till half past seven in the evening

( '' the 4th, when they found, on setting out, that there was

nothing but loose drift ice for them to haul over ; nor could

they discover, from the highest hummock, a single floe, much
less a field, towards which to direct their course. They
crossed two or three small floe-pieces, all less than a quarter

iii A mile in extent, upon which they found hummocks occur*
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ring ridgo after ritlgo, with only iil'ty or sixty yards of level

ice between them : they also found that the rain had pro-

duced a greater cfliect than the sitn, in softening the snow.

('ii))tain Parry and Lieutenant Ross, when performing their

pioneering duty, were frequently so beset by the snow, that

sninctinies after having tried in vain to extricate their legs,

tiiey were obliged to sit quietly down for a short time to rest

llieniselves, previous to making another attempt ; and tlie

men, in dragging the sledges, were often under the necessity

of crawling upon all-fours, to make any progress at nil.

Snow-shoes would have been rather an incumhranec than of

service to them, as the surface of the ice was so irregular.

Lapland shoes, or Kamoogns, bad been hitherto used by

tlicm for walking in, which were found to be excellent for

dry snow ; but there being so much water upon the ice, they

now Rnhstituted tiie Esquimaux boots, which had been made

in Gr. .nland (and obtained from tlience, through the kind

means (f Lieutenant Ilolholl, of the Danish navy,) expressly

tor their use, and which they i'ound to be far superior to any

others for this kind of travelling. Just before they halted,

at six o'clock in the morning of the 5th, the ice at the margin

of the floe broke, while tiie men were landing the provisions

out of the boats ; and a bag of cocoa narrowly escaped boing

lost, which fell overboard, but fortunately rested on a tongue

of ice ; the cocoa however diil not suffer the slightest

injury, as the bag was made of Mackintosh's waterproof

canvass, which invaluable manufactiu'e consists in applying a

solution of elastic gum, or cioiitchonc, between two parts of

ranvass, which renders it both durable and water-light.

They rose at five o'clock in the afternoon, but i\r 'ind

apjwared in sight, from tiic highest hummocks, and nolliing

hut broken loose ice couhl Ik^ seen in any direction 'J'liey

hauled across several pieces, which were scarcely fit to bear the

wiight of the boats, but in such cases they used the precau-

tion of dividing their baggage, that they might not, in case

the ice should break or turn over, lose all at once. As they

proceeded fartlicr, they found the ice to be much more broken

r. V. 33. 6F
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than it was since they liad first entered the "pack." The lahour

that was required to drag tho boats over the hummocks, and

from one mass to another, was so great, that tliey wereohlifred

to have recourse to what seamen call a " bowlinc-haur' for

many minutes together ; which so exliausted the men, that

tliey were often obliged to sit down and take breath. 'I'lu-v

slopped at midnigiit to dine, and obtained the meridian altitude,

p.nd then passed over a floe full of hunnnocks, a mile atul a

half in length ; but any kind of floe was of great relici' to

ihem after the constant difficulty lliey had experienced in

passing over loose ice. '1 hey had not for several days obser-

ved any ice covered with mud or soil, called by the sailors

"dirty ice," which they hud freciuently met with during tlic

first week after they had left the open water, They ol'teii

noticed parts of the ice, which, at a distance, ajipeareil of an

iron-rust colour ; but on coming near it, and taking u|) sonic

in their hands, they could detect nothing with the magnifying

glass.

They bad now several hours of very l)eauliful weather; hut

a thick fog, which came on early in the morning of the sixth,

obliged them to bait at five o'clock, liaving got to the end of

a lioe, and only made good two miles aiul a half to the nortli-

wartl. The nien were greatly fatigued, and an extra ounce of

bread and one of jjenmiican were served for their supj)er ; an

addition to the oiiginal allowance which was frequently

obliged to l)e made, after this lime, to prevent their going to

bed hungry, 'i bey again set out at half-past six in the even-

ing ; but the fog coiiliniicil very thick, and the ice of tlic

same broken kintl as l)cfore ; till, towanls the end of tlicir

day's journey, they landed on the only level floe that they

liad met witli, about three quarters of a mile in length ; but,

being almost clear of snow, it affmdid such good travelling,

tliat although they were nuicli latigiicd at the time, they were

cnableil to haul the boats and all the luggage across it at one

journey, at the rate of about two miles an hour. They

liallwl at the northern margin at five o'clock in the morning

of the li\i. 'I'hi prospect beyond iheni was very unfavour
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able; and at citjlit o'clock in the evening, when tlicy launched

lliu boats, there was not a piece of large or level ice to ha

seen ill a northern direction. After an hour, however, they

arrived at a verydidicult pass, which required all their strength,

as well as care, to accomplish. They had first to launch the

boats into the water over a high and rugged margin, and then

tc) liaul them across a number of irregular and ill-connected

masses, being obliged, sometimes, to make bridges of them

for the conveyance of themselves and their provisions ; and

at one time they had to cut a pasbUge through a ridge of

hummocks which Jay across their path. They were thus more

tlian two hours in proceeding a distance not exceeding ono

luindred and fifty yarda. ISotvsilhstanding tliesu discourag-

ing dirticulties, the men laboured with great cheerfulness and

good-will, being animated wiih the hope of soon reacliing the

more continuous body, u hieli iiad been considered as conipoa-

iiig the " main-ice," to the northward of Spitzbeigen, and

which Captain Lutwidge, about the same meridian, and

more than one degree to the southward, in I'liipp^'i^ V'uyagi-

towards the North Tole, describes as " one continued plane

of smooth, unbroken ice, bounded only by the hori

With little variation of circiimstanecs they still . mied

tlicir journey. On the thirteenth the ice over which tlicy had

to travel was min-e broken up, and more diflieult to pass over

than ever. Much of it ai.-,o was so thin as to be extremely

dangerous for the provisions, and often excited the most acute

feelings, when they saw their provisions lying on a decayed

sheet, having holes quite through it in many parts, and which

the smallest motion among the surroiuuling masses might

have instantly broken in pieces. There \\as however no

choice except the more rugged bummocki, which cost ten

times the labour to pass over. On mounting one of the

highest of these, they could discover nothing to the north-

ward but the same broken and irregular surtiice, and they

now lu'iran to doubt whether they should miet with the soliil

lields of unbroken ice, which thcaccountii ol' formei' navigators
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K(l tliein to expect in a much lower latitude than that to

wli'uh they had now arrived.

' Tliey slopped to dine at halfan hour past nvdniglil on the

foul teenlh, after more than five hours of unceasing hihour, in

the course of which time they had only acconiplishod a mile

and a half due north, though they had traversed from tluce

to four miles, and walked at least ten miles, having mado

three journies a great part of the way ; launching and haul-

ing u}> the boats four times, and having tlragged them over

twenty- five separate pieces of ice. After dinner they con-

tinued the same kind of travelling. In crossing from mass

to mass, several of which were separated about lialf the length

of tlieir sledges, the officers were stationed at the most difH

tult places to see tlint no precaution was omitted which could

insure the safelj* of the provisions. Only one individual was

allowed to jiunp over at a time, or to stand near either mar-

gin, least their weight should be too great ; and when three

or four had separately crossed, the sledge was cautiously

drawn uj) to the edge, and the word being given, the men

suddenly ran off with the ropes, so as not to allow time for its

lalling in if the ice should break. In more instances than

one they were obliged to have recourse to the very hazardous

expedient of ferrying their jirovisions across a narrow jiool

of water, upon a small piece of ice, the situation being such

that the boats could not be used. Wherever the boats could

possibly be hauled across with the provisions in them, this

was pref rred as ilie safest mode of proceeding ; l)ut, on one

occasion, while "li^igging <iiie of the boats, the ice on which

the boat rested began to sink, and then turned over on one

side, almost upsetting the boat with the provisions in her ;

but several of the men jumped instantly upon the ice, and

by their weight restored the balance. At six in the morning,

having, after nnich exertion, reached a small floe, they halted.

Till y were preparing at six in the evening nuain to set Ibr-

wiiids, but there came on so hard and incessaiil a rair. that it

was iiiipos-.ibie to prtieeed v ilioiif a conij)lele drenching.

It (ontinued for twenty-one hours, aonietinies falling with
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/ffcat violence and in \ar<^c drops, such as no one of llic i)arty

had ever seen in tlie polar regions. At lenglli it Iield up a

little and tlicy set forward on their jonrney. In proceeding

over the floe on which they had slept, they found it, at dif-

ferent intervals, level and hummocky ; the former affording

siiiliciently good travelling to convey all their baggage easily

in one journey, one boat's crew occasionally assisting the

otlior a few yards at particular parts ; but the hunnnocks

cost great labour, nothing but a bowline haul being suflicient

with all the hands to get the boats across them. At intervals

also heavy rains came on, so tliat notwithstanding they took

slitltcr as much as possible under the awnings, their upper

clothing was thoroughly wet. Although they had much
laborious travelling, they considered themselves fortunate in

liilting upon a floe three miles in length, from south to north,

ahliough it was occasionally rugged. In hauling one of the

iioats over a tongue of ice, where she only partly floated, her

Liottom-boards were raised by the pressure against the ice

bdow, but so strong and elastic was their construction that

she did not suffer the slightest external injury.

The floe on which they stopped to dine on the sixteenth,

was not more than four feet thick, and its extent half a mile

square, and on this they carried all their loails at one journey.

The weather being fine, they had the oi)portunity of drying

all their clothes. The seventeenth being one of the days on

vvliith the Koyal Society of Edinburgh proposed to institute

a series of simultaneous meteorological observations, they

coiiinienied an hourly register of every phenomenon which

caiiie under their notice throughout the day. At the con-

clusion of thi-ir journey this day, being more fatigued than

u><ual, they allowed themselves a mess of hot cocoa for supper.

Proceeding on their journey at eight in the evening they

found their I'oad to lie over some of the most broken ice they

had vet eneuiinlired, obliging (hem to make bridge after

l)riilge willi the boats almost every thirty or forty yards ; tlie

liKispict to the northward became more discouraging, nothing

hut loooe and bUiall pieces of iee being in sight, over which
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the boats were dragged almost entirely l)y a standing pull.

At the conclusion of tlicir day's work, the nun were so ex-

hausted that it was necessary to give them anollicr liut nicss

of cocoa. Tiicy had also the good fortune to kill a small

seal, which afforded them in its blubber fuel to cook their

messes as well as meat for their repast.

Their way still lay over small loose masses, to which they

now became so accustomed as scarcely to expect any other

;

it being evident that they were not improving iu this respect

as they advanced northwards. At one difficult crossing diey

had to convey the sledges and provisions one way and to haul

the boats over another way. One of the masses over which

the boats came began to roll about while one of the boats was

upon it, giving reason to apprehend its upsetting, which

must have been attended with serious consequences ; for-

tunatcly however they got the boat past it in safety, not how-

ever without several of the men falling overboard in conse-

quence of the long jumps they had to make, and the edges

breaking with their weight. They had i narrow escape also

in launching one of the boats from an awkward-shaped mass,

which brought her gunwale close to the water, and there kept

her in a very dangerous situation, without their being able to

move her one way or the other, while at the same time the

loose ice was in motion.

On the 21st, they had a narrow and most providential

escape, the floe having broken unck-r the weight of the boats

and sledges, and the latter were nearly lost through the ice.

Some of the men went completely through, and one of thciii

was only held up by his drag-belt being attached to a sk'iiL;c

which was j)laced on tirnier ice. I'ortunately the breail liail

been kept in the boats, or the additional weight nuist

liavc sunk the sledges and probably some of the men with

them. They had the good fortune to kill another seal

this day, which proved a welcome addition to both their pro-

visions and their tuel, which enabled them to allow each man

a pint of warm water ut supper, each man making his own
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soup, from such a portion of liis bread and pcmmican as lie

could save from dinner.

On the 22nd, they had the best weather for travelling

whicii had occurred during the journey ; for though they had

to li'.uncli and haul up the boaij frequently, (an operation

uhicli necessarily occupied much time,) yet the (Iocs beinj»

huge and tolerably level, and some good lanes of water occur-

riiifi:, they made about eleven miles in a N.N.E. direction, and

passL'd over a distance of about seventeen miles. They halted

after more than twelve hours travelling, by which the men

were greatly fatigued ; but the idea of having made a good

progress recompensed them. The ice over which they had

travelled was by far the largest and heaviest they met with

dining the whole journey, and indeed was the only occasion

1)11 which they met with any thing answering the deseri|)-

tidiis given of the main ice. However they were not fields of

ico, for in no instance had they any difliculty in seeing the

margin of them by mounting a tolerably high hummock. It

was however a great satisfaction to find the ice improve, and

encouraged them to hope that their future progress would be

more rapid. On taking an observation, however, they found

thiir latitude to be 82° 43' 5", which was not quite four miles

to the northward of their observation on the preceding

ilav, instead of eleven which they had travelled. They de-

tciniiucd however to continue their exertions, and on setting

out in the evening soon found their expectation of reaching

better ice was not realized, for the floe on which ihcy slept

was so full of hummocks that it took six hours to cross it,

although in a straight line it did not exceed two miles and a

half.

On the 24tli, in passing over a difficult road, composed

of small and rugged ice, Lieutenant Ross received r. scverj

scjuceze in exerting himself to drag his boat along ; and l^ir.

lieverly at first apprehended, from the numbness and Eiti<ness

hIhcIi ensued, that his K])ine was affected, but ha| Iv no

such biid consequences follosved. bo small was the ice now

aiound them that they were obliged to halt lor the night, on
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tlic 2.5lli, at two in tlio morniiifr, hcinR the only piece in sicrht

in any diiTction on wliicli they conlil vcntnrc to trust iluir

l)oats "vliile tiicy slept. Snow came on soon after they halted

and about two inches had fallen when they again moved and

continued their journey in this inclement weather for three

liours, hauling from piece to piece, and not making more than

tliree quarters of a mile progress, till their clothes and hrend

bags became wet and the snow fell so thick tliat they could

not sec their way. It became therefore necessary to halt,

and they housed just in good time ; for the wind soon after

freshened to a gale at W.N.W. with sleet and rain, and a most

inclement night succeeded. On taking observations they

found that for the last five days, they !)ad been struggling

against a southerly dril't exceeding four miles a day.

It had now become evident that the prospect of success in

travelling to the northward Avas very faint. However they

were anxious to reach the highest latitude their means would

allow. For the last few days the eighty-third parallel was

the extent of their hopes ; but even this hope liad been greatly

weakened, as the northerly wind drove them to the south-

ward during the hours of sleep, nearly as much as they gain-

ed by twelve hours of labour. Had their success been at all

proportionate to their efforts. Captain Parry had purposed to

proceed a few days beyond the middle of the period, for which

he was provided, trusting to the resources he expected to find

at Table Island. But their efforts had been attended with

so little success, that it seemed to be only incurring useless

fatigue to both oflicers and men, to continue the attempt any

longer. He determined therefore to return, and gave the

people one entire day's rest, to wash and mend their clothes

previous to their setting out. Theirdistancefrom the Ileclawas

only one hundred and seventy-two miles in a N.W. direction

;

to accomplish which they had traversed, by reckoning, two

hundred and ninety-two miles, of which about one iuindred

were peribrmed by water, previously to entering the ice. As

they travelled the greater part of the distance on the ice, three

times and often five times over, it may be considered that
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thry travelled six Iimulrcd and sixty-eight sfatntc miles, or

live Imndrcd and eighty geographical niilcK, being nearly

siillicient to have reached the pole in a direct line. During

till' whole period they had licen particularly fortunate as to

ilif licalth of all the pRrty, as, with the exception of the tri-

iiinL; accidents which liave been no'iccd, Fome troublesome

tasi'S of chilblains, and a few bowel complaints which were

f.ooii nnioved, no sickness nor casualties had occurred.

'Ilu'ir day of rest proved to be one of the warmest and

most ])leasant they bad met with since their first setting out,

iiltliough the thermometer was only from 31° to 3G" in the

sluiile, but contrasted with the weather they had been sub-

ject to, it was absolute enjoyment They displayed their

ensigns and pendants, and though they failed in placing the

liritish flag in so high a latitude as they intended, it afforded

lIuMii some satisfaction to be the bearers of it to a parallel bc-

yonil that on any public reconl.

At four o'clock in the afternoon of the 27th of July, they

-!Ct out on their return to the southward. They left a pajier

open a hummock of ice, sewed up in a water-proof canvass

bag, and then inclosed in a water-tight tin canister, giving an

account of the place where it was deposiled, and recjuesting

any person who should find it to send it to the Secretary

of the Admiralty. Nothing occurred deserving particular

notice, for the following days. They saw a number of small

seals, and wounded several, but although stimulated to use

IJicir utmost eil'orts by the keenness of hunger, they failed in

^fetting possession of one. The 31st was one of the most

laborious days they experienced, the ice being composed of

loose rugged [)ieces, dangerous as well as diflicult to jiass over

willi the provisions, and requiring a bowline haul during a

great part of the journey. They baited at five in the morn-

ing of the 1st of August, the officers and men being quite

knocked up. Heavy rains prevented their setting out again

till eight in the evening, when the weather cleared up. In

tbis journey they discovered some recent bear tracks, and

soon after saw the bear itself. Halting the boats, and con-

1*. V. 33 5Cir
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cealiiig tlic people, tlioy approaclicd liiin to nearly witliinguii-

sliot ; hut, alter makinf: many luovcnicnts among the lium-

niocks, and getting upon one of tlicni to take a survey of the

boats, lie set off and escaped, to the great ilisappointmcnt ol

the whole party.

In the course of this day's journey, they met witii a qimn-

lity of snow tinged to the depth of several inches, with soinf

red colouring matter, and they preserved a portion of it in a

bottle for future examination. 'I'hey had often reniarkcil

that the loaded -sledges, in passing over hard snow, left upon

it: a light rose coloured tint, which they attributed to tlie

colour being pressed out of the birch of which they were

made ; but at this time they observed that the runners of the

boats, as well as their own foot-steps, exhibited the same n|)-

pcarance ; and, on closer attention they found the same efi'at

produced by lieavy pressure on almost all the ice over wliidi

they passed, though they could discover nothing even by the

use of a niagnif)ing ghiss, which could tend to occasion this

tinge. The colour of the red snow, which they put into the

bottle, only occurred in a few spots, and appeared somewhat

different from the other, being rather of a salmon than of a

rose colour.

Proceeding on their journey southward, they felt it a com-

fortable change to have the sun behind them, instead of facing

It, as was the case in their journey outward, and the snow

was in such a state that the men often sunk two or three feet,

wliile attempting to walk on it. On the 7tli, a fat she-bear

was killed by Lieutenant Ross, as she was approaching the

boats ; and before she had been dead an hour, the men were

busily engaged in dressing the heart and liver, and cutting

and dressing the steaks which they cut from her sides.

Tiiey proceeded on their journey on the 8th, after a lieuw

rain of more than a whole day's continuance. On first launcii-

ing the boats, their prospect of getting forward was much al

their usual rate, but as they proceeded they found one small

hole of water leading into another in so remarkable a niannci

,

(ihougli the sjiace in which they were rowing seemed always
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niiTi'mg to an end,) that tliry continued to move tliroii<^li

iKinow |)a.ssagcs, and made about five miles of soutliing wiili-

(uit liaving hauled tiie boats up more than one time. Tiiis

w.is so unusual a circumstance that it led them to believe

iliiv were not far distant (rem the oj)en sea. On the lltli they

(ilisiived that much of the ice appeared washed as by a heavy

sia, wiiij small rounded fragments thrown on the surface and

imicli dirty ice, all of them indications of approach to an open

sea. They met also several pieces of drift wood, and birch-

liark, the first they had met with since Ihey entered the ie»c.

After passing through a good deal of loose ice, it became

),'railiially more and more open, till at length, about seven

o'clock in the al'lernoon, they beard the sound of the swell

uiuk'r the hollow margins of the ice, and in a quarter of an

hour reached the open sea, which was dashing with heavy

surges against the outer masses. 'They then hauled the

boats upon one of the floes to eat their last meal upon tlio ice,

and to complete their necessary supply of water for their

voyage to Tabic Jsland, from which ihcy were now distant

fil'ty miles. At eight a light air springing up from the N.W,
they again launched the boats, and finally quitted the ice,

alter having made it their abode for forty-tight days.

They bad some *bg during the night, so that they steered

entirely by compass according to their last observations by the

chronometers, which proved so correct that at fl\ 'o'clock in the

morning of the 12th, on the clearing up of the liaze they saw the

island right a-head. In six hours more they reached the spot

where the provisions had been deposited, anil every heart lelt

revived at setting foot on terra (irma. 'J'he bears bad devour-

ed all their bread, amounting to about one hundred pounds

Weight ; and this occasioned the men humorously to remark

that Bruin was only square with them. They found also

that Lieutenant Crozier had again visited the island, and lift

some materials for repairing the boats, as well as some ar-

lieles of provision, to which lliey bad now for several days

been strangers. 'I'liey found also a copj)er cylinder contain-

iiig a letter lioin Lieutenant Foster i^iving a detailed account
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of the proceedings of the slii]), tip to tlic Iwcnty-tliiril day of

July. I{y this tlicy learned tlial llu; Uicla liad been forced

on filiore on the 7tli of July, hy the breaking-up of the ice at

the head of the bay, whieli eaiue down upon her in one solid

mass ; but by the efiurts of the oflicers and men she had been

liovc o(l" without incurring tlie slightest damage, and placed in

perfect security. Under these circumstances Lieutenant

Toster had very properly given up his purpose of leaving her

for any length of time, so as to make an extended survey of

the coast, and conlined himself to the neighbourhood of

Waygatz Strait, which was more immediately within his

reach. Among the supplies which had been tlms forwarded,

were some lemon-juice and sugar, wliieh was particularly

acceptable, some of the men having for some days past suf-

fered from swellings of the legs, and shewed other symptoms

of scurvy.

Having removed the stores into the boats, tlicy rowed round

Table Island to seek for a place on which to rest, the men being

much fatigued ; but a single spot could not be found where the

boats could be hauled up or lie afloat in security. The wind

at this time freshening, Captain Parry deteimined to take

advantage of it and to bear up for Walden Island, 'llicy

had scarcely made sail when the weather became very incle-

ment, with a fresh gale and thick snow, which hid Walden

Island from their view. Steering however by compass, tlioy

made good the land and at seven in the evening landed under

the lee of the island. They were completely drenched by the

spray and snow, and had been fifty-six hours without rest,

ajid forty-eight hours at work in the boats, so tliat by the

time they liad unloadetl they had scarcel_j strength to haul

them up on the rock. 'J'lie (atigue was excessive, but after

partt'king of a hot supper, and having a blazing (ire made of

the drift wood and a few hours of quiet rest, they were per-

fectly restored.

The next morning Lieutenant Ross was despatched with

a party of hands to the N.I'l. part of the island to launch the

epure bout which LieuteiKUit Forster had, by direotion of
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Captain Parry, sent for tlicir use and to bring round liie

Btorus deposited tlurc. Every thing was found iiiulisUubed
;

llif weithcr now becoming wet they continued here till ten

ill tlie morning of the lllb, when the weather being fine,

liiuy left Waldeu Island, and on the IStli arrived at Low
Island. They here saw a bear and several deer, two of

which they killed. The weather being unfavourable they

more than once were prevented from pursuing their voyage.

On the 19th, they prepared to move at an early hour, but tlic

wind increasing to a gale raised so much surf on the beach,

as to oblige tiiem to ha ! the boats higher up. On the iilst,

completely tired of such tedious confinement, they ventured

to launch the boats, being occasionally favoured widi a light

hrecze, and at lialf past four o'clock, when within three or

lour miles of Hecla Cove, they had the gratification of seeing

a boat under sail coming out to meet them. Mr Weir now

•oon joined them in one of the cutters, who gave thcni a good

aicount of the safety of the siiip, and of the health of all on

board. At seven o'clock in the evening they reached the ship,

alter an absence of sixty-one days, and they were received

with the most hearty welcome by their comrades on board.

During this excursion they had travelled five liundred and

sixty-nine geographical miles ; but, taking into the account

the number of times they had to return for their baggage in

most of their journies over the ice, they could not have travel-

led less than ninc-humlretl antl seventy-eight geograpliical

miles, amoimting to eleven hundred and twenty-seven statute

miles. Considering how much the party had been ex[)osed

to wet, cold, and fatigue, the state of their health was much
better than could be expi'Cled ; as only three of the party

re(iuired medical care ; and these three returned in a short

time to their duty.

Ill taking u review of the circumstances which had occurred,

Captain I'arry exj)resses great satisfaction at the cheerful

alacrity, and unwearied zeal displayed by both offieers and

men during the excursion, and says, that if steady pcrseve-
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rancc and active exertion could liavcaccomplislied their olyccf,

Biiccess would undoubtedly have crowned their Ial)ours. In

rcs[)ect to the excellent construction of the boats, which tlicy

hati taken to accomplish their journey, he says, that notwith-

stantling Uie constant and severe trial to which their strcngili

had been put, not a timber was sprung, a plank split, or the

smallest injury sustained by them ; but that they were as

tiglii , ad as fit for service when they readied the ship, as

when they were receired fust on board, and liad answered tlic

purposes for which they we e intended.

On arriving on board the Hecla, Captain Parry iijund that

Lieutenant Fosrter had proceeded on a survey of Waygatz

Strait and puri)osed returning by the 2Gth. The ship was

quite ready for sea, with the exception of getting the lauiitli

on board and the stores which had l)cen deposited on the

beach. It appeared that after the ship had been hauled oil'

the ground, they had suftered considerable disturbance fur

several days, fVoni the heavy masses of ice driving into the

bay, dragging their anchors, and threatening a similar acci-

dent. However, after the middle of July no ice entered the

bay. Not a piece indeed had been seen in the offing for

several weeks past even after hard northerly and westerly

gales. It was a source of great satisfaction to find every body

on board in gowl health, excepting Mr. Crawford, the Green-

land Master, who liad been in a declining state for sonic time

and now evinced dropsical symptom^, indicating a gradual

decay.

On the 22nd, after the people had enjoyed a goo<J night's

rest, they commenced bringing the stores from the l,>eaeh,

throwing out as much of the stone ballast as was necessary ;

after which t' cables and hawsers were cast ofi' fron' the

shore and the ship liauled ofi" to single anchor. I^ieutenaiit

I'orstcr returned on the 24th, alter having surveyed ilie

greater part of the shores of the strait, in doiiig which he (bund

almost every feature of the lands distinctly tielliieated in the old

Dutch charts, but tliiir position, holli as to latitude and

longitude somewhat cnoneous. A striking liature on liu
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western coast of tlic Strait, was tbe numerous icebergs which

lined many parts of tlic cliffs. One of these was as much as

nine miles in length, and one iiundrcd and fifty feet high,

linniense masses of ice were constantly falling from them at this

season, with a sound like that of thunder. The siiores of

the Strait were lined with immense quantities of drift wooil,

wherever the nature of the coast would admit it.

The animals met with here, during the time the Ilccla rc-

niaincii, were mostly rein-deer, bears, foxes, kittiwakes, glau-

cous and ivory gulls, tern, eider-ducks and grouse. Seventy

rcin-decr were killed, but they were mostly small, and not in

good condition till after the middle of August. They also

killed three bears, one of which measured eight feet four

inches from tlie snout to the insertion of the tail.

The neighbourhood of this bay, like most of the northern

shores of Spitzbcrgen, appears to have been much visited by

the Dutch at a very early period, and they met with the graves

of die dead on almost every spot on which they landed. The
hodies were usually deposited in oblong wooden coffins, which,

on account of the difllculty of digging the ground, were not

hurled, but covered by largo stones. A board was generally

placed near the head, having the name of the deceased cither

cut or painted upon it, together with the name of his ship

and the person who commanded it, as also the year and month

(if his burial. Several of those wore fifty and sixty years old ;

one bore the date of 17'JH, and another that of 1G90, in

which the inscription distinctly appeared in prominent relief,

occasioned by the paint having preserved the wood while the

unpaintcd part had decayed around it.

The Ilccla was got ready for sea by the 25tli of August ;

but they were prevented from moving till the evening of the

28di hy the wind, when the ship got under Avay, and having

a light breeze from the S.E. they stood along the coast to the

westward. On the 29th llicy got on board tlicir boat and

other stores which had boon loft at lied Ikach, and found

them undisturbed and in good order. 'I'hc weather was now

beautifully fine, ami it was wonilorful to observe that uj)on
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the wliolc nortlicrn coast of Spilzhcrgcn, where in May and

June not a liolc of clear water could be found, it would now

have been equally as difficult to discover a single mass of ice

in any direction. On rounding Hakluyt's Headland on tlio

13th, tlicy came at once into a long swell, such as occurs

only in places exposed to the whole range of tlie ocean.

'I'hcy had now favourable winds, which carried thorn clear

of Spitzbergen ; but alter the 3rd of .September, southerly

and south-westerly breezes detained them so that they did

not reach Shetland until the evening of the 17th. At this

place they were received with all that glad welcome for which

the inhabitants of this northern part of the British dominions

are distinguished, and were supplied with every comfort they

retpiired. On the 19lh they again got under way, and pro-

cecded to the southward ; but they had not proceeded farther

than I'air Island, when, alter a few hours calm they met

with a southerly wind, against which they continued to beat

till the morning of the Siird, when tiiey resolved to put into

Long Hope in the Orkney Islands, to await a change ; and

therefore they ran in and anchored as soon as the tide would

permit.

At this place they found iiis Majesty's revenue cutter the

Chichester, and her commander Mr. Stuart, who, as soon as

they bad anchored, came on board and offered his services in

any way which might be useful. He was bound for Inverness

;

anil the wind continuing contrary, Captain Parry took advan-

tage of the opportunity, kit the Hecla, and accompanied by

Mr. Beverly proceeded to Inverness in the Chichester, and

from thence by laml to London, and arrived at the Adniirallv

on the morning of the J21)ih of Se|)tend)er.

The wind continuing contrary, the Ilecla did not arrive in

the river 'I'hames until the (kli of October. In the interval

Mr. George Crawford, the Greenland master, departed this life.

He was a zealous, active and enterprising seaman, and much

respected by all who knew him. He had been the companion

of Captain Parry in five successive voyages to the polar se«.

On the ITth the Ilecla having arrived ct Depti'ord, iiis i{oyal

P. V.
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llij^'lincss tlij I>ord High Ailiniral inspected the sliip, togctlier

with the c(iuipiTient of the boats which had been employed in

tlie cxp(.'dition over the ice, and on the Ist of November fol-

lowing, the Hecia was paid off.

In taking a review of the efforts used in this and the pre-

mliiig voyages, it must appear to every reader tliat if a

passage is to be found, yet that it is of most difficult attain-

ment. Whether any improvement can be made in the con-

struction and adaptation of the vessels which may go out in

scaicii of a passage into the Pacific by the North Pole may
be (lucstioued. Among the schemes wliich have been sug-

gested for this end, it has been proposed to set out from

Spitsbergen, and to make a rapid jor-ney to the northward

with sledges or sledgc-boats, drawn by dogs or rein-deer : how-

ever favourable this plan may at first sight appear, the ice

which they would probably have to encounter does not seem

to give any reasonable expectation of its success. It would

lie very in)prudent to set out on this culerprize, without the

iiieaiis of crossing the pools, lanes, and extcnt-ivc spaces of

(i|ien water which are continually to be met with. It may be

iimstioiicd whether any boat suflieiently large and safe for

tliis purpose could be managed upon the ice, if to be tirawn

by either dogs or rein-deer. Daily instances occurred in the

eti'ort to pass difTicidt places, which required instant reflection

and thought, as well as power ami strength. 'I'he constant

iuri.v.sily of launching and hauling up the boats, an operation

tliiy had frequently to perform eight or ten times in a journey,

ami on one occasion seventeen times in the same day, would

render it inexjiedieiit to depend on these animals, for it

would require more time and labour to gel them mto and

out of the boats, than their services would be worth for draw-

ing or their flesh f<jr food, wiien it is taken into consideration

liow large a weight of provender must also be carried for

their subsistence. If rein- deer were to be employed, which

iippear to be the best suited to this kind of travelling, it would

lie eligible to set out much earlier in the year, perhaps about

the end of April, when the ice is less l)rokcn up and the snow

V. V, 3r5. 5 11
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Iianler ; Imt for lliis end it wmilil l)o necessary llmt tlie party

slioiilil pass tlic previous winter on the coa^t uf Spil/ber^eii
;

but prol)ably it woiikl not be possible to procure provemlir

for tlieni at tliis place even suHicient to keep them alive (Jur.

iiig a whole winter. The exploring parly must also be pio.

vided willi a greater weight of warm clothing tu guard ngaiiist

llie severity oi" the cold, and also an increased proportion of

fuel t(» melt the snow, there being no fresh water upon i!ic

ice in these latitudes before the month of June. All tho,

circumstances woukl increase the diflieulties of equipping siuh

an expedilion antl of rendering their utmost elForls abortive.

('oNNKCTiin in a great measure with the voyages ni

Captains Parry and I'^ranklln, is the voyage of C'a|)t;iiii

Beeehey ; the latter being sent with jjrovisions lin- their use in

the event of eitiier of them being able to find their passa^'c

into the polar sea. With this view lie was to sail to Hehriii^'s

ijlrait, and wait in Kotzebue SoiukI during the sumiiki

pionths of 182(5, and in case neither of them appeared, and no

information was obtained respecting them, he was to return

and remain during the summer months of the following vear,

ami there c(mtinue until the winter set in, so as to render it

imprudent to remain lunger, unless that be should obtain

siieh knowledge of them as io render it unnecessary.

The ship was partially slrengthcneil and otherwise adapt-

ed to the service by increasing her stowage. A boat wa>

supplied to be used as a tender, an(} for this purpose slio

was made as large as the space on the deck would allow.

Cloth, biads and cutlery were put on lK)nrd ; and two fow-

ling pieces, embossed with silver, and litled in the most com-

plete manner, were supplied as presents tu the Kings of tin*

Society and Sandwicli Islands. The seamen were furnished

with two suits of clothes gratis, and were allowed the further

privilege of having six months wages in advance.

On the lOtli of May 1825, the «hip sailed from Spitlieail,

without any thing ])articular to notice ; on tlie 12lli of July
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i;c'V arrived at Rio .rnneiro, and the sliip being in want of

cniilking and the rigging oi' a relit, previous to encountering

llio IxiiAterous latitnde of Cape Horn, these repairs were ini-

iiii'diately commenced, and tiie few stores expended on the

[i.-issage were replaced. On the 13th of August tiicy sailed

fiom Hio Janeiro for tlic Tacidc : a passage, interesting from

the difliculties which sometimes attend it, and from its p(xs-

sossing tiic peculiarity of producing the greatest chitnge of

climate ni the shortest space of time. Tiie day following they

encountered a dangerous tliundcr-storm ; during the »inie it

lasted the sheet lightning was vivid and incessant, and the

foiked frequently passed between tlie masts. The wind

varied so often that it was with the greatest diflicully

the sails were prevented coming a-back, and it blew so hard

that it was necessary to lower the close-reeled topsnils on the

cap ; shortly after midnight a vivid flash of lightning left live

meteors upon the mast-heads and topsail yard-arms, but did

no damage. They burnt about u quarter of an hour and

then disaj)pearcd, the weather afterwards modoraieil.

On the IGth of September lh»^y made Cape Horn, 'i'luv

then entered the Pacilii; Ocean, and on the bth of Oclobcr

anchored at Talcaluiana, the sea^port of Conception.' Here

tiu-y found a British Squadron luuler theconunand of Captain

Muling. On tiie 25th they anchored at Valpairosa ; pro-

cceding on their voyage on the 4th of December they nuule

Pitcairn Island, the place of residence of the mutineers who

ran away with his Majesty's ship Bounty, turning Lieutenant

lilirjh and such part of the crew as refused to join them a drift

in the jiinnace.

The announcement of J'itcairn Island from the mast-head

lirought every one on deck, and they soon had the |»leasure

i)f seciniT a boat under sail iiasteninj; towards them. At lirst

the complete ecpiipment of this boat raised a doubt as to its

Uing the property of the islanders, as they expected to sec

iinly a well provided canoe ; but they were soon agreeably

iMuli'ceiveii by the singular appearance of her crew, which

lunsistcd of okl Adain^ and all the young men of the island.
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Before tlicy ventured to take Iiold of tlie sliip tlicy criquind

if tlify might conic on board ; .nnd on receiving jKrinissioM

they sprang up the side and sliook every officer by the hiiiid

with undisguised feelings of gratification. Adams was in his

sixty-fifth year, and was unusually strong and attivc fiir

liis age. He was dressed in a sailor's sliirt and trow.scrs

and a low-crowned hat. 'I'he latter he held in his hand until

desireil to put it on. It was the first time he had l)cen on

board a ship of war since the mutiny, and lie manircsled a

measure of embarrassment, occasioned perhaps by the familia-

rity witii which the officers and all on board addressed him; for

lie did not appear to be apprehensive of his personal safety from

the part he took in the mutiny, and very soon made himself

at home.

The young men, ten in number, were tail, robust and

healthy, with good-natured countenances, whieli woulil any

where have procured them a friendly reception, together uiiii

a simplicity of manner and a fear of doing wrong which at once

prevented the possibility of giving ofl'enee. UnacquaiiUcd

with the world, they asked a number of questions, enquired

after ships and individuals whom the persons on board the

lllossom never heard of. Their dress, niaile up of the pre-

sents which had been made theiu by the masters and seamen

of merchant ships which had touched at Pitcairn Ii^land, was

a complete caricature : some had on long black coats, with-

out any other article of dress except trowers, some had on

shirts without coats, and others waistcoats without either

;

none had shoes or stockings, and only two possessed hats,

neither of which seemed likely to hang long together. 'I'licy

were very inquisitive, and at the same time ready to answer

tlie various inquiries of their visitors respecting the conduct

of the mutineers. The following statement was made by

Adams.

The ship Bounty, under the command of Lieutenant Bligli,

was sent out to Otaheite in December 1787, lor the purpose

of transporting the bread fruit tree of that country to the

British setiltuitutb in the West Indies. 'Ihe crew consisted
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of folly-four persons anil a gardLiiL'r. Slii- arrivftl at licr

iLsiinalinii in October IIHH, anil spi nt six nionllis in collect-

in;;- arul stowing away the fruit, during wliicli time the ollieers

;iiul seamen had free access to the shore aiKJ made many
fiiiiids, though one only of the seamen formed any ailiame

I here.

In April following they bid adieu to their friends at

Otaheite and proceeded to Anamooka, where they replcnisli-

til their slock of water and took on board hogs, fruit, vegeta-

bles, &c., leaving the latter place on the 2()th of the same

month. Throughout the voyage Mr. Mli^-h had repeated

iiiisunderstantlings with his ollieers, and on several occasions

gave the ship's company just reasons of comjilaint ; but what-

ever might be the feelings of the officers, Adams declared tint

iliere was no real discontent among the crew, much less any

iilea of offering violence tu their connuander. The oflieers,

Adams said, had much more cause of dissatisfaction than the

SLunien, and particularly the master and Mr. Christian. The
latter was under some pecuniary obligations to Mr. Bligh, of

which he continually reminded him when any (lifFerence arose,

and thus continually taunted. Christian, in a moment of ex-

litation, told his con.niander that sooner or later a day of reck-

iiiiin"; would arrive.

The day previous to the niutmy, a serious quarrel took

place between lieutenant Bligh and his ofTicers about some

oiioa-imts which he missed from his private stock, when

Christian fell under his connnander's displeasure. Being in-

villi! the same; evening to supper in the cabin, he excused

iriiiiscif from accepting it, and began to ponder over his

grievances iinlil he came to consider them as so intolerable as

iiiit loiiirer to be endured, and he came to the determination

llial as he could not reilress them, he would escape from the

)»)s.>ibility of their being increaseil. He had formed connee-

lions at Otaheite which tended to weaken his desire to return

to his native country, and he quickly resolved to set himself

ailiift ujion a rait, and lo make his way to shore, the ship

being at this time passiiiy to the southward of 'lofua, one of
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tlie Friemlly I-.Iaiuls. lie quiL-kly fonstriictcil a rafl, put

various iisefnl articles upon it, ami was on tlie point oflanncliini'

it, wlienayoungufliccr, wlioalterwardsperisiied in the Paiulom

to wliom Christian connminicatetl l)is intention, rcconniiendid

liini rather to endeavour to take possession of the ship, wliiili

he said would not be diflicult, as many of the ship's company

were not well disposed towards the commander, and would

rather return to Otaheite and reside among their friends in

that island. 'I'his proposal accorded so well with the disposi-

lion of Christian's mind, that, hazardous as it was, he tleter-

mined to co-operate with his friend in effecting it, resolving if

it failed to throw himself into the sea ; and that tliere mifrjit

be no chance of being saved, he tied a deep sea lead about his

neck and concealed it within his ciotlies.

Christian had at this time the morning watch, and as soon as

lie had relieved the officer of the deck, he entered into conversa-

tion with Quintal, the only one of the seamen who had formed

any serious attachment at Otaheite, and disclosed to him his

intentions. Quintal, after some consideration, said he thought

it a dangerous attempt and declined to take part in it. Vex-

ed at this circumstance Christian became desperate, and ex-

liibited the lead about his neck in testimony of his own deter-

mination, and taxed Quintal with cowardice. The latter deni-

ed this and recommended him to try some other seaman, Isaac

Martin for instance, who was standing by. Martin, on bcinj^

spoken to, emphatically declared he was for it, it was the

very thing. Having succeeded here, Christian went to every

man of his watch, many of whom he found disposed to join

liini, and before daylight the greater portion of the ship's com-

pany were brought over.

Adams was sleeping in his hammock when Sumner, one of

the seamen, came to him and whispered that Christian was

going to take the ship from her conmiander, and set him and

the master on shore. On hearing this Adams went upmi

•leek, and found every thing in great confusion ; but not tlkii

liking to take any jiart in the transaction, he returncil to liis

hannuock and remained tiiert: iinul he buw Christian at thu
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arni-clicst, (iistiiluitiiin; arms tn all wlio came for tlicm ; and

ihiii, seeing nicasuic;) had proceeded so far, and apprcliensive

lit' iieini^ on iIk' weaker side, lie turned out again and went

till- a iMitlass.

All lliofic wlu) purjioscd to assist Cliristirui being armed,

Adams, witli otlii.s, were ordered to secure the officers, wliilc

Cliiisiian and tlie inaster-at-arms proceeded to the cabin to

make a ])ris()ner of lieutenant Hiigli. Tliey seized liini in liis

»(il, hound iiis hands l)eliind lum, and brought liini upon deek.

lie remonstrated with them on their conduct, but received

(inly abuse in return, and a blow from the mastcr-at-arnis

witli tlie flat side of a cutlass. He was placeel near the bln-

iiarle and detained there, with iiis arms pinioned, by ("hilstian,

wlu) held him with one hand, and a bayonet with the other.

As soon as the lieutenant was secured, the sentinels wliieh

had been placed over the diwrs of the odieers, cabins were

lakeniitV: the master thmi jumped upon the forecastle and

cmltavourcd to form a party to ri lake the ship ; but he was

(luickly secured and sent below in eunlinement. '1 his con-

duct of the master, who was the only ottieer that tried to

hiiiiff the nuUincors to a sense of tin ir duty, was the more

lii;;hly creditable to Inm, as bo hail the greatest cause for

ili-eiintcnt, Mr. Hligb having been more severe to him than

til any of the other oflieers,

li now bi'iame a matter of dispute whether the lieutenant

aiiei his party, (whom the nnUliieeis resolved to set adrift)

jliould have the launch or the cutter ; and it being decided

111 favour of the launch, t'hristian ordered her tu be hoisted

iiiil; Martin, vho wa^i the first convert to Christian's plan,

for'-seeing that with the. aid of so large a boat the paity would

I'lul their way to England, and thus lead to their own detec-

tion, cNclaimcd, if you give him the launch I will ^o with him
;

you may a-, well gnu him the ship. Whether he was in

earnest or not, he was afterwards ordered to the gangway

hdiii his post of eonjmanil over the lieutenant, he having fed

iiiiii with a shaddock, and exchanged looks wiib lum iii-

(laalive of fiiendly intentions. It then fell to the lot of
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Ailanis to guard the lioutcnant, who, ohscrving lum stationed

by Ills side, cxi-laimcd, and Vdu, Siiiilli, arc you against nii '

(Siuitli was the name wlilcli Adams went by on board ilie

Hoiinty,) Adams replied, that lie only acted as the others did—

lie nui.st be hkc die rest.

The launch was by this time hoisted out ; and the oflic. is

and seamen of lieutenant Bligh's party having been supplitd

with what was considered necessary for their voyage, consist-

ing of a small cask of water, 150 pounds of bread, a small

quantity of rum and wine, a quadrant, a compass, some linos.

rope, canvass, twine, &c. they were ordered into her. Amoni;

those who took their scat in her was Martin, which beiiij;;

observed by Quintal, he pointed a musket at him and (kclar-

cd he would shoot him unless he instantly returned tc

the ship, which he ditl. The armourer and carpenter's mates

were also forcibly detained, as they might be required here-

after. Lieutenant Bligh was then conducted to the gangway,

and ordered to descend into the boat, where his hands were

unbound ; after which the whole party were veered astern

and kept there while the ship stood towards the island. In

this interval lieutenant Bligh requested some muskets miglit

be given l;"" t'> protect his party against the natives; but

these w( .e refused and four cutlasses thrown to them instead.

When they were about ten leagues from 1 afoa, at lieuten.''.iU

Uligh'i request the launch was cast off, and, immedialcl},

' huzza for Otuhcile' echoed tliroughout the Bounty.

There now remained iu the ship. Christian, who was Hie

mate ; Haywood, Young and Stewart, midshipmen ; llio

master-at-arms, and sixteen seamen, besides the three ariifi-

cers and the gardener ; forming in all twenty-five persons.

In the launch were the lieutenant, master, surgeon, a mastcr'.s

mate, two midshipmen, a botanist, three warrant ofticers, clerk,

and eight seamen, making in all nineteen ; and had not tlic

three persons liefore mentitmed been forcibly detained, tlio

captain would Iiafc lind exactly half the ship's comp.my.

The ship having stood some time to the W.N.W. with a

fjpw to deceive the parly in the launch, was afterwards put
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about, and licr coitrsi' directed as near to Otalicitc us the wind

woiikl permit. Finding however some difficulty in reaching

tliat island, llicy bore away for Tobouai, a small island about

three hundred miles to the southward of it, where they re-

sdlved to establish themselves provided the natives were not

iioslile to their purpose. On attempting to l.'>.nd however the

iKilivcs disputed every foot of ground with spears, clubs and

slonc?, until they were dispersed by a discharge of cannon and

musketry. TIim determined hostility put an end to the

mutineers djsign of settlirig among them ; and after two days

Iriiitless attempt at reconciliation, they left the island and

proceeded to Otahcite. 'I'obouai however being a favourite

spot with them, they resolved to makf another attempt to

sotUc there. This they thought would not be diflicul't, pro-

vided the islanders were acquainted with their friendly inten-

tions. The only way to accomplish this was through inter-

preters, who might be procured at Otaheite ; and in order

not to be dependent on the natives of Tolx)uai for wives, they

dttLrmined to engage several Otahcitan women to accompany

them. 'I'hey were fortunate in finding several persons, both

male and female, willing to accompany them, and they sailed

djjam for Tobouai, where, as they expected, they were better

received than before, in consequence of being able to com-

municate with the natives through their interpreters.

Experience had taught them the necessity of making self-

dilLiice their first consideration, and a fort was consequently

tumnieuced eighty yards square, surrounded by a wide ditcii.

This was nearly completed, when the natives, imagining that

C'luisiiim's party were going to destroy them, and that the

ditcli was iutendetl as a place of interment, jilanned a general

attack when the party should proceed to work iu the morning.

It happened that one oi the Otalieitaiis who had accompanied

llicin over-hearil this conspiracy and apprised the mutineers

I'l Uieir danger. Instead therefore of proceeding to their

work at the fort as usual the fi)llowing morning, fhev made

an attack upon the natives, killed and wounded several, anil

obliged the ollicrs to retire inland. The continued stale of

1'. V. :31. 51
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suspense in wliicli lliey were kept by the natives, occasioned

tliem to decide on returning to Otaiieite again, whicli tiny

accordingly did, and were again well received by their old

friends.

Christian now purposed to proceed in the ship to some

distant uninhabited island, for the purpose of pcrniani ntly

settling ; but on communicating this plan to hi.j shipmates,

he found only a few inclined to assent to it : but no ohjuc-

tions were offered to his taking the ship by those who dissent-

ed, all they required was an equal distribution of sucii pro-

visions and stores as might be useful. Young, Brown, Mill;.

Williams, Quintal, M' Coy, Martin, Adams, and six nativw

(four of Otaheite and two of Tobouai) resolved to liillow ih,'

fate of Christian. llemaining therefore only twenty-roin

liours at Otaheite, they took leave of their eonu'ades, ;iiiii

having invited on board several of the women with tlie fuii,'!!-

ed purpose of taking leave, the caijies were cut and they wiii'

carried off to sea. Such of the mutineers as remained at Otaliciit

were afterwards taken by his majesty's ship Pandora, wliicli

was purposely sent from England to seize them after tin

return of lieutenant Bligli.

Christian and his party now bade adieu to all the woriJ

save the few individuals associated with them m exile. \Vlurc

that exile was to be passed was not as jet decided, 'i'lu'

Marquesas islands were first proposed ; but Christian, in

reading Captain Carteret's account of Pitcairn island, preliir-

ed it and accordingly they shaped their course thither. Tiu'v

reached it in a few days, and Christian with one of the sea-

men landed in a little nook which they afterwards found very

convenient for disembarkation. 'J'hc island suited lliiii

wishes. It possessed water, wood, a good soil, and.stuik

fruits. The ancliorage in the ofHng was very bad, and land-

ing for boats extremely hazardous. The mountains wen

difficult of access, the passes narrow, ami there were sevenii

caves to which, in case of necessity, tl.'ey could retrea'. Tlicy

now brought the ship to an anciior, ii. a small bay, on tin

uorllieru sidij vi' the island, wluch Captain iJccclicy ha>
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named Bounty Bay. Here every tiling that could be of

utility was lande-l, and it was then agreed to destroy the ship

(itiicr by running her on shore or burning her. Christian,

Adams, and the majority were for the former expedient ; but

wliile tlioy went to the fore part of ihe ship for this purpose,

Quintal set fire to the carpenter's store room. The vessul

hiiint to the water's edge and then drifted upon the rocks

;

\\lure the remainder of the wreck was burnt to prevent dis-

coMTV. This U>u\i place on tlie twenty-tiiird of January, 17!)().

Kpon their first landing they [)erceived, by the remains of

several habitations, niorais, and three or four rudely sciilp-

tiiicd images, which stcMxl upon the einiiioncc overlooking

the hay where the ship was destroyed, that the islaml had

lii'rn previously inhabited. !Soiih' apprtliensions were, in

cuiisei|uence, entertained lest the natives should have secreted

tlniiiselves, and in some unguarded moment make an atta.k

ii|)(m them ; but by degree^s these fears subsided, and tluir

avocations ])rocceded without interruption.

A suitable spot of ground for a village was fixed upon,

with the exception of which the island was divided into e(|iial

portions, but to the exclusion of the poor blacks, who beini;'

mily friends of tlie seamen, were not considered as entitled to

the same privileges. Obliged to lend their assistance to the

others, in order to procure a subsistence, they thus, from

licing their frienils, in the course of time became their

slaves. No discontent, however, was manifested, anil they

willingly assisted in the cidtivntion of tlie soil. In clearing

the space that was allotted to the village, a row of trees was

left between it and the sea, for the purpose of concealing the

hdiises from the observation of any vessels t])at might be

jiassing, and nothing was allowed to be erected that might in

any way attract attention. I. ntil these houses were liiiislicd,

the sails of the Bounty were converteil into tents, and when

110 longer rocpiired for that purpose, became very acceptable

;is clothing. Thus supplied with all the necessaries of life,

ami some of its luxuries, they felt their condition comfortable,

ivin beyond their nio^t saiiyuine ixpcclations, and every
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thing went on peaceably and j)ro«pcrotisly lor iibout two

years ; at the expiration of wliicli Williams, who had tlic

misfortune to lose hi-' wife ahoiit a ii\ontli after his arrival, l)y

a fall from a precipice wliile collucliiig birds eggs, became

dissatisfiect, and ''reatened to leave the island in one of tht

boats of the nonnly, nnless he had another wife ; an unrea-

sonable request, as it could not be complied with, except at

tlie expencc of the happiness of one of his companion^; : hut

^ViUiams, actuated by pelfisli con>idcralions nlone, pcrsl^ud

in his threat, and the Muropeans, not willing to puit with liim,

on account oi' his usefulness as an armourer, constrained one

of the blacks to bestow liis wife ujion the aiiplicant- Tin

blacks, outrageous at this seconil net of flagrant iiijuslico,

made conniion cause with their companion, and matured a

plan of revenge upon their aggressors, which, had it succeed-

ed, would luive jjrovcil fatal to all the luiropeans.— Fortu-

natelv, the secret was imparled to the women, who ingeniously

connnunicated it to the white men in a song, of which the

words were, " Why does black man sharpen axe ? to kill

white man."—The instant Chiistian became aware of the plot^

lie seized his gun ami went in search of the blacks, but wiiii

a viewonly of showing them that their scheme was discovered,

and thus by timely interference endeavouring to prevent the

execution of it. [le met oiu' of iluiu (Ohoo) at a little dis-

tance from the village, taxed him wiih the cons]>iracy, and in

order to intimidate him, discharged his gun, which he had

humanely loaded with powder only- Ohoo however imagin-

ing otherwise, and that the bullet had missed its object, ile-

rided iiis unskilfulness and fled into the woods, followed by

bi> accomplice Talaloo, who had been deprived of his wile.

The remaining blacks, finding their plot discovered, pm-
/-liascd pardon by promising lo niunler their accomplices,

>»»*!rK) had fled, which they afterwards performed by an act of

ii. most oilious treachery. Ohoo was betrayed and iiuirdered hy

his own nephew; and Taliloo, after an ined'tciual alteiii|ii

made upon him by poison, fell by the liaiul;? of his friend ami
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lir wile, the very woman mi whose at'coiiiit all tlic dis-

imbaiu'c be^an.

'|'iaiu|iiiHily was hy these means restored, and continued

tor about two years, at llic cxpn'ation of which time ilissatis-

I'aclion was again nianif'oslcd by the blacks, in consequence ol'

tiuir ill treatment by Quintal and M'Coy, and tlicy incditalul

,1 plan to tlestroy their oppressors. It was agreed that two

ol' tiie blacks, 'I'imor and Nehow, should desert fVoni tlicir

masters, provide thcnisclvcs with arms, and hide in liic woods,

liiil maintain a rrcipiout conuniinication villi llic otiit i- two,

Ttlalieile and Menalee, and that at a ))articular tiuic llity

sIkhiM attack and put to death all the Englishmen wlicn at

v,(irk in their plantations. 'I'etahcile borrowed a j^uii and

ainniiuiition of iiis master under a pretence of shoot in;^ ho^s,

ulnch had become numerous ; l)ut instead of this, with tlu

:ii(l of his accomplice he shot AVillianis. Martin, who wa-»

il no great distance, heard the report, but supjjoscd that a lati,

liad been shot. The blacks then |)roceed((! t"ward-: ('liii>

liaii's plantation, who was at work at his yam plot, and shof

liiin. Mills, Marthi, and IJrown, were then murdered, am'

M'Coy and Quintal fled to the woods. Adams was first aj)'

prised of his ilanger by Quintal's wife, who, in hurryini;

ilinjugh his pluntaiun, askeil \\hy he was working at such

a time ? Not understanding the (pieslion, i)ut seeing hei

.ilarmed, he Ibllowed lier, and was almost immediately met bv

ilk' blacks, whose apjiearance exciting suspicion, he made hi

(scape into the woods. After remaining there three or (iiiii

liiiiirs, Adams, thinking all wasfjuiel, stole to his yainphjt lor •

supply of provisions; liis movements were noticed by tlu

Macks, wlio attacked and shot him through the body, the i)ar

eiiteiing at his riglit shoulder and passing out through hi

diroal. lie fell upon his side and was instantly assailed b\

oiH'ofthcni with the l)ut em! of his pun, but he jiariii'd lli

liltiw. Tetala ite then placed his gun to his ^ide, but i.'

iiiisM'd (ire twice. Adams then sprang on his legs and lai

till' uitli as much speed as he was aole, and outsirippid hi

iKii--iiers. who t.ei'iuj' liiui hkely to esea|ir, olfen d hiiiipiH''
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tcction if lie would stoji. y\(l;ims luiiig much cxhnustrd by

Ills woiinil, nadily accepted lluir terms, and was rondiictcd

to ("liri.slian''s house, wliere he was kindly treated. Here the

attempt at blood-shedding ended, leaving only four Englisli-

men alive out of nine.

Young, who was a great favourite with the women, ami

had, during this attack been secreted by them, was now also

taken to ('hristian's house. The other two, M'Coy and

^iiintal, who hud always been the great oppressors of the

blucks, escaped to tlie mountains where they supported them-

selves upon the produce of the ground about then).

'i'he party in the village lived in tolerable tranquillity for

about a week, at the expiration of which the men of ciiIdiu-

began to quarrel about the right of choosing the womiii

whose husbands had been killed, which ended in Menake's

shooting Timoa as he sal by the side of Young's wife, accom-

panying her song with his flute. Timoa not dying immedi-

ately, Menalee reloaded and deliberately despatched him l)y

a second discharge. lie afterwards attacked 'I'ctalieite, wlm

was condoling with Young's wife for the loss of her i'avouritu

black, and would have murdered him also but for the inter-

ference of the women. Afraid lo remain longer in the village,

he escaped to the mountains and joined Quintal and M'Coy,

who, though glad of his services, at first receivetl him «iih

suspicion. This accpiiiition to their force enal)led I hem to

bid defiance to the opposite party, and coming to a rid^o of

niounlaiiis v.ithin sight ot" the village, they fired a volley,

which S(j alarmeil the others that they sent Adams to say that

if they would kill the black man, Menalee, and return to the

village, they would be friends.—The terms were so far com-

plied with that Menalee was shot ; but apprehensive of tlic

sincerity of the remaining blacks, they wouM not however

return.

'i'he widows of the white men so deeply dejilored their loss

that they resolved to nuirder the only two remaining men of

colour, which they effected the first opportunily. These

I'atal eircmslanees were eounnuniealed lo the two absentees
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Hiul lluir iTliini solutiti'd ; Init lliiy (I()iil)tc(l llio fact until

the liaiuls and licadw of llie (lcceast.(l witc |)roilucc(l, wliitli

1)1 1111,' doni", tlii'y returned to tlie village. Tliuse ciicuin-

siaiu'i's occurred on the 3rd of October 1793. There were

now left on the island. Adams, Young, INI'Co)' and Quintal,

till women, and some children. About t,vo months afltr

tliis Voiuig began to keep a journal of what occurred, wliich

stakJ. diat they lived peaceably together, cultivating their

{; rounds, fishing, catching birds, atid constructing pits to entrap

the hogs, which had become very numerous.

The women however soon became discontented, living pro-

miscuously with the jucn and frequently changing theu' abode.

They at length expressed a strong desire to obtain a convey-

ance by whicli they might leave the island, and the men began

to build them a boat for that purpose; but, wanting planks

and nails, .Fenny, the name of one ol' them, tore up the boards

of licr house, and endeavoured, thongli ineffectually, to per-

suade the others to follow her example. 'I'he vessel at length

was flnisheil, but oh being launched she upset, to their great

dissatisfaction. On the lltli of November HOJ;, a conspiracy

of the women to kill the white men in their sleep was dis-

covered ; upon which they were all seized and a disclosure

followed ; but they were pardoned on [)romising to conduct

themselves j)roperly and never again to give cause to suspect

dieir behaviour But although they were pardoned, the men
became very suspicious of them, and not without suflicient

reason, as future events declared, for, on the 30tb of the same

month, the women agam collected and attacked them ; but

they were again subikied wiihoui. any lives being lost, and

once more pardoned on ))romise of future good conduct. Hy
these means the men were kept in constant care and solicitude

although fortunately nothing tlistressing occiu'reil during that

and the following year. They now became more sociable,

dining frequently at each others bouses, and contributing

more to the comfort of the women, who on their part gave no

ground lor uneasiness. There was also a mutual accomino-

(latiou amongst them in reganl to provisions, so that if one
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jifison was siKTcssl'iil in limiliiig, In li'ni to others, on coiuli-

(iuii ol' being ri'|)ai(l at a I'liliiic opportunity, and licrchy llicy

lived ill a niorc (iiiii-t and tlonicstic stall'.

It iini'oiUinalitly liappencil that M'(,'oy hail hccn cmplovoil

in a ilisliliory in Scotland ; and hcing aiiihcii d to rKpior, he

tried an e.\])eriiiiL'nl with the liv-root, and on tlie tiOih of

;\piil I'DS siiicicilrd in prodncini; a l)otllc of .ardiiit spini

'I'lio siii'ii'ss indnt'i'd tinintal t(» allor his ki'ttle inio a still,

and IVi(jiiiMU intoxiration was tiie consiipu'in'i'. M'Coy in.

duJiri'd M) largely in the use of tiiese spirits that it at li'ni;ili

|irodiiced dclirlnin and in one of these fits lie threw himM'H'

from a tiifl' and was kiilid. 'I his awl'id eirciinislance sn

affected them that tiiey resolved luver again to toiiih spirits

and, as respected Adams at least, it is helieveii to have hctii

effectual to tiiat end.

'I'lie journal finishes with this aeeoiint and the narrative is

continued from the verlml imI'oi mation ol' Adams, who said,

that in the course of the year 1791), Quintal lost his wift; hy a

fall from the elill' while in sear<li oi' l)ir<rs eg^js ; that in consc-

cjnenee of this he heeame lUscontentei!, and tIiou;;h tlieii'

were several disposable wonien, yet nothing woidd satisfy him

hilt the wife of one of his companions. Neither of them

fell inclined to accede to this niiriMsonahlc desire and lii-

therefore so'ight an opporl unity of ])utti:)g '.hern both toileatli.

IIo was fortunately foiled in his attempt, hut swore he wonlil

repeat it, and Adams and Young having no doubt but that he

would follow up his resolution, and fearing he might Ik; more

successful in the next attempt, came to the conclusion

that their own lives were not safe while he was in existence,

and that they were justllied in i)Utting him to death, which

they did with an axe.

Such was the fate of seven of the leading mutineers, who

escaped from justice only to add murder to their former crime ;

for though some of them m;iy not have actually imbrueil their

liands in the blood of tlieir fellow-creatures, yet all were ac-

cessory to the i\i:ci.\. Adams and Younr, were now the sole

Burvivors out of ilie fil'teen males who luiided upon the island.
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'y\wy were holli, nnd mure pailieiil.irlv ^()UIl^, of ;i serious

turn ol iniiid, and it. would liavc heeti woiulurt'ul, alter tlie

many dreadful secnes at "liieli tiiey li^d assisted, if the holi-

tilde and truiKjuillity wliieh ensueil had not disposed them

ti) repentaneo. During Christian's lifetime they had onlv

once read the church service, Inil sincu his decease this had

liivn regularly done every Sunday. They novv, however, resoK-

(il t(^havo nioruuii^ and evening; fainilv prayer, to add after-

iKKin service to the duty of the sabi)atli, and to train up their

(iwii children and tliose of tluir lite uiil'ortunatc coinpaiiiuiis,

in piety and virtue.

Ill the cxecutionof this resolution \'oun^'s education euahled

liiiii to he of the greatest assistance ; but he was not long

suffered to survive his repentance ; an asthmatic complaint,

under which he had f()r some time lalioured, terminated iiis

I'si'tence about a year after the death of Quintal, and Adams
«,i>i left the sole survivor of the iiii-i;uiiled and Uiifortunate

mutineers of the Bountv. The loss i;i' his last coiiipaniou was

a great affliction to iiim, and was for some time severely felt.

It was a catastrophe liowever that more than ever diiposeil

him to repentance, and determined him to execute the |)ious

resolution he had made to serve God. His reformation

could not, perhaps, have liikiMi place at a more propitious

moment. Out of iiineleeii children iijion the island there

were several betweiii the a^is of seven and nine vears, who,

had they been longer sulfered to (i)llow their own inclina-

tions might have actpilred habits which it would have been

(lillicult, if not im|)os.-.ible, for y\dains to eradicate. The
monii'iit was ihereibre most favourable for iiis design, and his

huulable exertions were alteiided by advantages both to the

objects of his care and to his own mind, which surpassed his

most sansiiiinc "ii), i»iions. lie nevirthekss had an arduou.-.

task to perfori 1 : Ix.-'ii'es the children to be educated, the

Olaheilan wonic.- '..ire to be coinerlctl ; and as the example

of the parents lUil a powerful iniiuence over tluir children,

iie resolved to make them his iiisl care. Here also his labours

succeeded ; the Otahcilaiis were naturally of u tractable dis-

I'. \ . ;iK 5 K
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position, am! gavo liim less lr(>ul)lo tlir.n lio nnUcipatcd ; the

chiklioii also acquired such a thirst after scriptural know-

li'dgo, that Adams in a siiort time had little else to do than to

answer their enquiries, and put them in the right way. Astliey

{,'rew uji they acquired fixed hahits ol" morality and piely

;

their colony improved, intermarriages occurred, and they now

form a happv and well regidaled society, the merit of which

in a great degree belongs to Adams, and lenils to redeem the

former errors of liis life.

Such was the state of Adams, and the inhabitants at I'itciurii

island when Ca[)tain Heeehey calleil there in his majestvV

ship the Ulossom. This vessel was so nuieli superior in aj)-

])earaiice, or, to use the expression of the natives, "so rich,"

compared with the other ships they iiad seen, that they wcrecon-

stantly afraid of giving offence or doingsome injury, so that they

would not even move without lirst asking permission. This diffi-

dence gave the crew of the Blossom full occupation for a time, as

their visitors seldom directed their attention long to one object,

or remained long in one ])osition or jilace. Having no latches

to their doors, they were ignorant of the manner of opening

those of the shij), ami the crew were in c(mse<pience assailed

continually witii " Please may I sit down, or get up, or go

out of the cabin ?" or " IMesise to open, or to shut the door."

'J'heir applications were however made witii such good nature

and simplicity that it was impossible not to feel the greatest

pleasure in J>aying atteiuion to them. 'I'hev very soon learnt

tile christian name of every odlcer in the ship, which they

always used in conversation mstead of the sirnames, and

wiierevcr a similarity to their own occiured they attached,

themselves to that person as a matter of course.

" It v^as many hours after they eamc on boartl" says Captain

]}eechey, '* before the ship could get near the island, during

which tiuic they so ingratiated themselves with us that we

felt the greatest desire to visit their houses ; and rather than

pass another night at sea we put of}" in die boats, thmigii at a

considerable distance fVoni the land, and accompanied I hem to

the shore. Wc follow eil our j^uiilts past a rugged point
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(iirinoiintt'd l)y tall s[)iral nK'ks, known to tlie islarulers ns

St. I'aiiPs rocks, into a spacious iron hound bay, where the

ll.iiinty found her last anclioragc. In this bay, whicli is

limiiidi d l)y lofty cfiff's ahnosl inaccessible, it was proposed to

liiiid. Tiiickly branched evergreens skirt the base of these

hills, and in snnniier all'ord a weiconie retreat from tiie rays

(if an almost vertical sun. In the distance are seen several

liit;li |)oinled rock? tvhich the pious islanders have named after

(III- most zealous of tl'u Apostles, and outside ol' them is a

s(iuaie basaltic islet. l''ormidablt' breakers fringe the coast,

,iml seem to ])iesent an insurmountable barrier to all access.

" ^\'e here brought our boats to an anchor, in {()ns((|ueiico

iiC the passage betweiMi the sunken rocks being nuicli loo in-

Incaie, and wo trusted ourselves to the natives, who lauded

ii-i, two at a time, in their whale-boat. The difllculty of lanil-

in;; was more than repaid by the iiicudly reception we met

with on the beach from Ilaiuiah Young, a very interesting

voimg woman, the daugliter of Adams. In her eagerness to

i;iL'el her father, .-he had outrun her female companions, for

wlio.-e delay she tliought it necessary in the first place to

apologize, iiy saying they had all been over the hill in com-

pany with John Buflf'et to look at the :>liip, anu were not yet

Rturned. It appeared that John lUifTet, who was a seafaring

man, ascertained that the ship was a man of war, and, without

knowing exactly why, became so alarmed for the safety of

Adams that he either could not or woulil not answer any of

the interrogations which were i)ut to him. 'I'his mysterious

silence set all the |)arty in tears, as they feared lie had dis-

covered soniethin<r adverse to their natriaicli. v\t lenirtli his

ohdiiracv viehled to tluii enlreatii's ; but l)efore he explained

the cause of his cundiict, tlx- boats were seen to put off fioni

the ship, and llam\ah innnediately hurried to the beach to

ki.'is the old man's cheek, which sl'eiiid uilli a fervency denion-

sliative of llii' warmest affection. Her apology lor her et)m-

panions was rendered unnecessary by their appearance cu the

steep and ciriiiitous path down the mouulaiii, who, as they

arrived on the beach, suetessivily wekutneil us to iheu' is-
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land, with a sim|)licity and sincerity which left no doiiht of

tlie tiutli of thi'ir prolessions.

" 'I'licy almost all wore the cloth of the island : their dress

consisted of a petticoat, and a mantle loosely thrown over

their shoulders, and reaching to the ancles. Their stature was

rather above the common height; and their limhs, from beinir

acciistonu'd to work' and clinii) the hills, liad ac(|uired uniisii;i|

muscularity ; but their features anil manners were perlietiv

feminine. 'J'heir complexion, though fairer than that of the

men, was of a dark gipsey iiue, but its deep colour was less

conspicuous, by being contrasted with dark glossy hair, whieli

hung down over their shoulders in long waving tresses, nictiv

oiled : in front it was tastefully turned iiack I'rom the foreliend

and temples, and was retained in that position by a eliapki m

small reil or white aromatic blo.ssoms newly gathered IVdmi tin

flowcr-treo (moi'imln cihifofid), or from the tobacco plaiii :

their countenances were lively and goodnalured, their e\i

dark and animated, and each jjossesscd an enviable row of

tielli. Sue!; was the agreeable impression of their first appear-

aiicr, wliieli was heighteneil bv the wish expressed siniullaiic-

ouilv bv the whole group, that we were come to stay several

(lavs with them. As the sun was going down, we siiinidiil

cur desire to get to the village .uid to pitch the obsiMvatory

I)eforc tiark, and this was no sooner made known, than every

instrumout and article found a carrier.

" W'e look the only pathway which leads from the landiiic;-

])lace to the village, and soon experienced the dilliculties <!t

the ascent, which the distant appearance of the ground leil

us to anticijiate. 'I'o the natives, however, there appeared to

l)e no obstacles : women as well as men bore their burthens

over the most ('.ilicult jiarts willionl inconvenience ; while

we, obliged at times to have recourse to tufts of shrubs or grass

tor assistance, experienced serious delay, being also incom-

moileil by the heal of the weather, and swarms of horse-flies

uhich infest the island, ant! are .said to have been iinpurled

there by II. M. S. Itrilon.

*• As soon as we hud gained the first leve'. our party rested
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Oil soiDO liirpc stones that l;iy lialf buried in long grass on oik;

siilc ol' a lavino, from wliicli tlie I)lue sky was nearly coiitealed

l)v llic ovcrlapi^iiii; Ijranclies of palm trees ; tliere, throutrh tlie

iiK'iliiini of our female guides, wlio, furiiislied with tlie spread-

iiii; leaves of the tee-plant, drove away our troublesome perse-

lutnrs, we obtained a respite from their attacks.

"Jlavinj^ refreshed ourselves, we resumed our joiiriiev

(iver a more eaNy patli ; and after erossiiig two vallevs,

.iliad'jd i)y cocoa-iuil trees, we arrived at the village. It

coiiitisted ot five houses, built upon a cleared j)ieee uf gioiiiid

sloping to the sea, am. eominanding a distant view of the lio-

il/on, through a break in an extensive wood of palms. ^Vhile

llie iiii'ii assisted to pitch our tent, the women emplovcd thein-

H'lvi's in preparing our dinner, or more projx'rly sup})er, as it

vias eight o'clock at night.

" The manner of cooking in ritcairn island is similar to that

(if Olaheite, which is thus: an oven is made in the ground,

suflieietilly largo to contain a gooil ,>i/i(l pig, ami is liiuil

throughout with stones nearly ctpial in size, which have been

previously made as hot as jiossible. 'i'hese are covered with

some broad leaves, generally of the tee-plant, and on thein

i< placed the meat. li' it be a pig, its inside is lined ivith lieal-

ul stones as well as the oven ; such vegetables ;is are to be

(doked are then placed round the animal, the whole is care-

fully covered with leaves of the tee, and bin-ied beneath a heap

uf earth, straw, or rushes and boughs, which, by a little use,

liecoiDi^s matted into one mass. In about an hour and a cpiar-

iiT the animal is suf'ieiently cooked, and is certainly more

t'.iiM-oughly done than it would be by a fire.

" l]y the time the tent was vipand the instruments secured,

ve -ere oummoneil to a meal cooked in this manner, than

which a less sumptuous Hire would have satisfied appetites

reiidcred keen by long abstinence and a tiresome journey.

Our paity divided themselves that they might not crowd one

lieusf ill particular: Adams did not entertain ; but at Chris-

tian's I found a table spread with plates, knives and forks ;

"liich in so remote a p.nt ul the wurld, was an umxpeeted

'•i;-;hl. Th'.'v wercj it i.i true, lur tiuin uuiftinn, but by on«
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article being appropriated for aiiollier wc all foiinil somctliiiijT

to put our portion upon ; and liiil lew of llic natives were

obliged to subsliliite their fingers for artieles wiiiili are indis-

jicnsablc to tlie comfort of more polished life. The smokinn

pig, by a skilful dissection, was soon portioned to every guest,

but no one ventured to put its excellent (pialities to tin- lest

until a lengthened Aiiieu, pronounced by all the party, IkkI

succeeded an empbatic grace delivered by the villaj^i' parsdii.

''• Turn /(" was then the signal for attack, and as it was con-

venient that all the party should finish their meal al)oiit the

same time, in order that one grace might serve lor all, each

maile the most of his time. In Pilcairn's island it is not ileciii-

ed proper to touch even a bit of bread without a grace bcl()re

and after it, and a person is accused of inconsistency if In.'

leaves (jH' anil begins again. So strict is their ob-ervance of

this form, that we do not know of any instance in which it Iwis

been forjiotten. On one occasion I had engaged /\d.mis in

conversation, and he incautiously took the first nioiithl'ui with-

out liavini; said his grace ; but before he had swallowed it lie

recollected himself, anil feeling as if he had conunlttcd a criiiic,

immediately put, away what lie had in bis mouth, and com-

menced bis prayer.

" Welcome cheer, hosjiitality, and good binninir, were the

characteristics of the feast, and nevi r was their beiielicial in-

fluence more practically exeinpliried than on this ucciiaoii, iiy

the demolition of nearly all that was placed before us. \Vilh

the exception <if some wiiio we had brought with u:-;, water

was the only beverage. 'I'liis was [)laced in u I'n'ge jug at one

end of the board, and when necessary, was passed round the

table. Three or four torches made with doo-doe luils (kA.'//-

lites triloba), strung upon the libies of a palui-leaf, were

stuck in tin-pots at the end of the tables, and formed au ex-

cellent substitute for candles, except that they gave a coihi-

derable heat, and cracked, and fired, somewhat to the diMoiii-

litiire of the person whose face was near ;,hem.

" \otwith?laiiiling these dtficlencies, we made a very eonr-

I'ortable anil tiearty supper, heanl many liLlle aneedule;. of liie
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|il:i(C, ami (li'rivcd iimcli aiiiiiscmciit iVoni iho siiianlaritv ol

ihc iii(|iiiiies ol'ruir host. Oiio ri'prrt only inlniclcd itsfiCup-

(iii tln' jiciR'ral conviviality, wliicli we iliil not tail to mention,

iiaiiifly, that there was so wide a (iistinction hctwecn the sexes.

This was the remains of a enstom very common amonfij the

Si)iilli-sea islands, which in some places is carried to such an

csliiil, that it imposes death u|M)n the woman who shall eat

;ii the presence ol' her luishand ; and liioiijrii the distinelion

lictween man and wife is not hero carried to that extent, it is

sill! sniliclently ohseived to excluile all the women liom tahie,

if tjuif iiap|)ens to he a deficiency of scits. In J'itcairn's

Inland, tliey havi- sellled ideas of riglit and wroiio-, to which

tli(V ohstinalely adhere ; and fortunately I liey have imbihed

lliein generally from the l)est source.

• " In tlie instance in question, they have, however, cerlandv

(iird; i)iit of this they could not he persuaded, nor did they,

I lieiieve, thanU ns for our interfi'rence. Their argument was

iliat man was made first, and ought conscquentiv, on all oc-

casions, to he siTved fir^l; a conclusion which ileprivcd us of

the company of the wom.'n at table, during the whole oi" our

^tay at the islanil. Far fioni ronsideriii.- themselves neglect-

id, they very good naturcdiy chatteil wiili ^.^^ behind our seats

;ind (lapped away the flics, and l)y a ^eis'le tap, accidentally

iir jilayfully delivereil, reminded us occav'onsl'y of the ho-

nour that was done us. 'i'he conclusion of our meal was

liii' signal for the women and children to pre|)are their own,

In whom we rcsigncil our seats, ami strolled out to enjoy the

tic'shness of tlie night. It was late l)y the time the women
liad finished, and we were not sorry when we were shown to

the beds prepared for u.s. Ti;e mattrass was composed of palm

li-aves, covered with native cloth ; the sheets were of the same

material; and we knew, by the cracklir.g of them, tliat they

Were cjuife new from the loom, or beaten. The whole ar-

rangement was e.xlremely comtortable, and highly inviting to

repose, which the frcsimcss of the apartment, rendered cool by

a tree circulation of air through its siiles, enabled us to enjoy

withuul any annoyance liom heal or insects. Unc uitcrrup-
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tioii only disturbed our first sleep; it was the pleasing niolo-

ilv of the evening liymn, wiiicii, after the lights were put out,

was chaiintal l)y tlie wliolo family in the middle of the room.

In the moriNiig also we were awoke ])y tiu-ir morning hynni,

and family devotion. As we were niucii tired, and the suns

ravs liad not vet found tluir way tlirougli the broad openins,'

of the apartment, we composed ourselves to rest again ; ami

on awaking foinid tliat all the natives were gone to their se-

veral occupations,—the men to ofl'er what assistance thoy could

to oiu- boats in landiuLj, carrying burthens for the seamen, or

to j^ather what fruits were in season. Some of the women had

taken our linen to wash ; those whose turn it was to cook fijr the

(lav were preparing the oven, the j)ig, and the yams ; and we

could hear liv the distant reiterated strokes of <he heater* that

others were engaged in the manufaetureof cloth. By our bedside

liad already been placed some ripe fruits ; and our hats were

crowned with ch;ipletsof the fresh blossom of the nonoor flowcr-

trec {>iioiiu(l<i citrijh/iit) which the women liad gathered in the

freshness of the morning dew,

" We assembled at breakfast ahout noon, the usual eating

hour of the natives, though they do not confine themselves

to that period exactly, but take their meal whenever it is suf-

ficiently cooked ; and afterwards availed ourselves of their

profl'ered services to show us the island, and under their guid-

ance, first inspected the vdlage and what lay in its immediate

vicinity. In an adjoining house wc found two young girls

seated upon the ground, emploved in the laborious exercise ot

beating out the bark of the cloth-tree, which they intended

to present to us on our departure, as a keepsake. The ham-

let consisted of five cottages, built more substantially than

neativ, upon a cleared patch of ground, sloping to the north-

ward, from the high land of the Ulterior to the clifl's which

overhang the sea, of which the houses command a distant

view in a northern direclion. In the N. K, (|uarter the hoii-

Kon may also be seen j)cej)ing between the stems of the loity

• Thi» is an iiutriimciit used lor tin- maniif.icturc of tticir clolli.
utcii

J'
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[inlm^, wIkho jTi-ncrful l)ranc'IiOi nod like oslricli plimiL-s to

tlic rcfresliiiij; triulc-wiiul. To llic iiorlliwar;!, and noith-wo^it.

ward, thitkiT growtlis of palm trees lise in an impenctmlilo

wood, from two ravines \vliich traverse the liilli in various di-

rections to their summit. Above the one to the westward, a

lol'tv mountain rears its head, and toward the sea terminates

in a I'earlui precipice filled with caverns, in which the different

soa fowl find an uiidislurln'd retreat. Innnodiately round the

village are the small enclosures for fattening J'igs, goats, and

poultry ; and beyond them, the cultivated grounds producing

the hanana, plantain, mclun, yam, tare, sweet potatoes, a])pai,

tec, and cloth plant, with otlier useful roots, i'ruil<, and shruhs,

which extend far up the mountain, antl to the southward ;

but in this particular direction they arc excluded from the

view by an immense banyan tree, two hundred paces in cir-

cumference, whose foliage and branches liirm of themselves a

canopy impervious to the rays of the sun. Every cottage

has its outhouse for making cloth, its baking place, its sty,

and its poultry-house.

" Within the enclosure of palm trees is thcccmctrv, whore

the few persons who iiad died on tlie island, together with

those who met with violent deaths, arc deposited. Besides

the houses above mentioned, there arc three or four others

built upon the plantations beyond the ])alm groves. One of

these, situated higher up the hill than the village, belonged

to Adams, who had retired from tlie bustle of the hamlet to a

more quiet and sequestered spot to enjoy the advantages ofan

elevated .situation, so desirable in warm countries ; and in ad-

liition to these again, tliere are four other cottages to the cast-

ward wliich belong to the Youngs and Quintals.

" All these cottages are strongly built of wood in an oblong

form, and thatciicd with the leaves of the palm tree bent round

the stem of the same branch, and laced horizontally to rafters,

m placed as to give a proper pitch to the roof. The greater

part have an upper story, which is apjiropriatcd to sleep-

ing, and contains four beds built in the angles of the room,

lach sufiicicntly large for three or four persons to lie on.

1'. y. .11. 5 L
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Tlii'v arc inailu of wihkI uI' ilio clolli-trec, aiitl arc raised

t'iL;liti'i'ii iii:'!n.'s il)i)V(.' till' fl'>i)r; a maltri'ss of palm leaves

is laid upon tin; planks, and ahovt; il tlirco siicits of ilic cluiji

plant, wliicli liinii an excellent substitute for linen.

" The lower room generally contains one or more I)eds, but is

always use, I as their ealinj^ room, and lias a broad table in

one part, with several stools plated round it. The tloor is

elevated above a loot from the ground, anil, as well as the

side of till' house, is made of strong plank, and not of bunhoo,

or stone, as staled by Captain I'olger; indeed tliey have not

a piece of bamboo on the island, nor liave tliev any mats.

The floor is a fixture, but the sideboards are let into a grove

m the supporters, and ran be removed at pleasure, aeeordiiiir

to the state of the weather, antl the whole side mav, if re(|uir-

ed, be laid open, the lower room connnunicates with the upper

by a stout ladil r in the centre, and leatls up through a trap

door into the bed room.

" I'rom the village several pathways (!or roads theri: are

none) diveige, and generally lead into the valleys, which afiind

a less didicult accent to the upper part of the island than

the natural slope of the hills ; still they are vi-'ry rugged and

steep, and in the rainy season so slippery that il is almost

unpossil)lo for any person, excepting the natives, to traverse

them with safety. ^V''e selected one which led over ilie

mountain to the landing place, on the opposite side of the

island, and visited the several plantations upon the higher

grounds, w'fich extend towards the nioiinlains with a gentle

.slope. Here the mutineers originally bifdt their summer

houses, ibr the purpose of enjoying the bree/es, and overlook-

ing the yam grounds, which are more productive than those

lower down. Near these plantations, are the remains of some

ancient morals ; and a spot is pointed out as the place where

Chi'islian was (irst buried. Rv a circuitous, and to us, dilll-

cult path, we reached the ridge uf ihe ni(;untain, the height

of whicii is 1109 feet above the sea ; this is the highest part

of the islantl. 'I'lie ridire extends in a north and south direc-

tioii, and unites two small pvaks ; it is so narrow as to be in
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ni.iiiv parts scarct'Iv llirt'c fret wide, ami (niiiis a (liiiifjiTmis

|i.is> lic'l^vicn Umi l'r:illlil |irt'Cl|)i('( 'II. iiatnes wfiv so

;ifcu-.t()ini'tl to iliiiil) till SI' crncis that tin y iiiifotici'mcHJIy

sl\i|i|K'(l iVoui ])()'mt lo point liko till' liiiiitcn. of cliamiiis ; and

viiinij; CJlirislia:i acliiallv jiin'|ii'(l ii])(m the very peak of !i

tlili', wiiich was so small as to ho scaicx'lv sti(iii'i(.nt Cor li

ttcl lo I'l'si upon

IS

IM(I llrom wliii'h any other pcrMin uoiim

Kivc siuuldcri'd cvtii lo lnoi; tlown upon tlio licacli, Ivn)^

III.IIIV lui ndit'i I lilt at lis I); At 11110 nortlioin oxlnnnlv
(j|' this lidj'o is a cavo ot'sonio intorost, as bcini' tlio inti'iulcd

ritriat of C;iirisliaii, in the event of a landiiip; bciny lil'ictcd

iiy iiny ship sent in jinrsuit oi' liini, and where lie resolved lo

sell liis life as dearly as ho eoiild. In this recess he ahv:ivs

l<c|)t a stole of provisions, and nc.ir it ci'oiIkI a small hnl,

will eoneealed l)V trei's, whiih served the purpose oi" a watch-

So diliienll was the aj)])roai' to tl ns cave, that

if tlio party were snecessful in eros.^inir the ridge, as lon^j as

10 might have bid deliance to any foriilis aiiiiiminlion la •te.l,

All Miilreipientod and daiigerons path leads from this |)Iaco lo

a peak which commands a view oi' the western and ^oiilhern

on a clear day, a perfect map of thecoasts : at this iieiglit.

iittom is exhibited by the diiferent coloured wati On all

points the island is terminated by clifls, or rocky prnjictions,

licb lie seatterid iiiiiiieioiis fragnieiits of rin

i

ri.-mixoil' wh

like so nie.ny black pinnacles amid t'le surl, uliieh on all sides

rolls in upon tlio shore.

"W'e descended by a less abrupt slope than thiit by wliicli we

advanced, and took our way through yarn grounds to a ra-

^ille which brought us to the villages. 'I'ho |)ath leading

down this ravine is, in many })!aces, so precipitous, that wc

\^cie constantly in tlangor of slipping and roiling into the depths

lieiow, which the assistance of the natives aioiii' prevcnied.

"While we were thus borrowing help from others, and grasp-

ing every tuft of grass and bough that oU'ered its friendly

support, wo were overtaken by a group of chubby little

tiiildren trudging unconcernedly on, munching a water melon,

ttiid balancing wn their heads calabasliea ol' water, which they
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Imd broiif,'l)l from tlio opposite side of tlic islaiul. Tiiuy

Fiiiili'd at our iulplcssiicss as tliev passed, and wc iult tlii'ir

innocent reproof ; l)iit we were still unpractised in such feats,

while they, from being trained to tlicni, had acquired a fool-

ing and a linnness wliic li habit alone can produce. It wm
•lark when we readied the houses, hut we founil by a \vli(M)p

which echoed throui^ii the woods, that we were not the last

from home. This whoop, peculiar to the place, iij so sinill,

that it may he heard liaif over liic island, antl the ear of ihf

natives is so (piick that they will catch it when we could dis-

tinguish nothing of the kind. l}y the tone in wiiieh it is

delivered, they also know the wants ol' the person, and wlio

>t is. These shrill sounds, which we had just heard, inforineil

us, and those who were at the village, that a party had lost

their way in the woods. A hia/ing beacon was immediately

made, which, together with a few more whoops to direct the

))ariy, soon brought the absentees home. 'I'heir perfection in

these signals will be manifest from the following anecdote;

I wa.i one day crossing the mountain which intersects the

island with Christian ; we hail not long piuted with tluir

whale boat on the western side of the island, and were descend-

ing a ravine amidst a thicket of trees, when he turned round

and said, ' the whale boat is come round to IJounty Hay ;' at

which I was not a little surprised, as I hat! heard nothiiiij,

and we could not see through the wood, but he said he heard

the signal ; and when we got down it proved to he the case.

" In this little retreat there is not nmch variety, and tlic

description of one day's occu})ation serves eipially for its

successor. The dance is a recreation very rarely indulged

in ; hut as we particularly reijuested it, they would not refuse

to gratify us.

" A large loom in Quintal's house was prepared for the

occasion, and the company were ranged on one side of the

apartment, glowing beneath a blazing string of doodoe nuts ;

the musicians were on the other, under the direction of

Arthur Quintal. He was seated upon the ground, as head

musician, and had bolbre him a large gourd, and a piece of
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nrisira! Wood (ftnvdu), wliiili lie biilaiucd nicely upon \\\i

i,(s, iIkiI ilure minjlii he tlu; le^s inleiriiplioii to its vibrations,

IK' hti'iK'k tile insti'unuMit iiltornatuly willi two sticks, and was

,iiiuiii|)anied by Dully, wiii> performed very skill'iillv witb

liotli iianiU upon u ^uurd, wiiicii I. ad a loniritiidinul bult cut

III one end ol'it ; rapidly bcatini^ tlic oridee with tlie j)alnis

ollur hands, and relea.sinp; it a<;aiii with uncuninioii dexterity,

so as to procbiec a tatttx), but in perCect time with the other

iii>lniuient. A third i)erlbrmed upon the Iknmty's old cop-

[icr (ish kettle, which formed a sort of basa. To this ex-

liiiaratin^ music, three ^'vvni'/j-v/y) females htood up to dance,

liiit with a reluctance which showed it was done only looblij^c

lis, as they consi'l. r sucli performances an inroad upon their

usual innocent pastimes. 'I he (i<^urc consisted of such parts

(if the Otaheitan dance as were thought most decorous, and

was little more than a shuiiiing of the feel, sliding past each

other, and snapping their lingers ; but even this produci^d,

at times, considerable laughter from the female spectators,

])L'ilinps from some association of ridiculous ideas, which wc,

asf strantjcrs, did not feel ; and no doubt had our opinion of

the performance been consulted, it would have essentially

(iiflVred from tlicir's. They did not long continue these

diversions, from an idea that it was too great a levity to be

continued long ; and only the three before nientioneti' ladies

could be prevailed upon to exhibit their skill. One of the

olilcers, with a view of contributing to tin; mirth of the colo-

nists, had obliijiiigly brought bis violin on shore, and, as an

iiidiicenient for them to dance again, olfereil to play sonic

country dances and reels, if they would proceed ; but they

could not be tempted to do so. They however, solicited a

specimen of the capabilities of the instrument, which was

f;iaiited, and, though very well executed, diil not give the

satisfaction which we anticipated. They had not yet arrivetl

at a state of relinement to appreciiJ'e harmony, but were

liigiily delighted with the rapid motion of the fingers, and

always liked to be within sight of the inslrunient when it was

})laycd. They were al'tcrwards heard to say, that they [ire-
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i'orrod tlu'ir own siiii))le imisicnl contrivance to tlic violirr.

They ilid not appear to liavc tlic least ear for nuisic: one of

tlie oflicers took considerable pains to tcacii tliem tlie iiini-

drcdtli psalm, that they mig)»\ notchaunt all the |)salms ami

hymns lo the same air; hut they did not evince the least ap-

titude or desire to learn it.

" The following day was devoted to the completion of cm-

view of the island, of which the natives were anxious we

should see every part. We accordingly set out with the same

jjnides by a road which brougiit us to ' the rope,' a steep

clift", so called from its being necessary to descend it by a rope.

It is situated at the eastern end of tiie island, and overlooks a

small sandy biiy lined with rocks, which render it (lan;;er()us

f()r a boat to attempt to land there. At the loot of « llie

rope' were found some stone axes, and a ln)no, the manulhc-

lure of the Abori_!;ines, and upon ihe liice of a large rock were

some characters very rudely engraved, which we copied ; they

appeared lo have been executed by the Bounty's iieopic,

though Adams did not recollect it. 'I'o the left of ' the rope'

is a peak of considerable heighl, overlooking liounty ]iay.

Upon this eminence the mutineers, on their arrival, found

four images, about six I'eet in height, [ilaced upon a platform;

and, according to Adams' descripticjn, not unlike the morals

at Kastcr Island, excepting that they were upon a much smaU

ler scale. One of these images, which had been preserved,

was a rude representation of the human figure to the hips,

and was hewn out of a piece of red lava.

" Near tliis supposed niorai, we were told that human bones

and stone hatchets were occasionally dug u\), but we could

find only two bones, by which we might judge of the stature

of the Aborigines. 'I'liese were an os femoris anil a pait of a

cranium of an uiuisnal si/e and thickness. 'Ihe hatchets, of

which we obtained several specimens, were made of acompiict

basaltic lava, not unlike clinkstone, very hard and capable of

11 fine polish. In shape they resemble those used alOlaheite,

and l)y ail the islanders of those seas that I have .seen. A
Liriru stunc bowl was also found, simiiur to those u^ed at Olu-
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iii'itc, ami two stone huts. Tliat tliis island slioulil liavc bocii

iiiliahitt'd is not cxtraDrdinary, when il is rcmeniljcrcd that

Easter Island, which is much more distant from the eastern

world, was so, thougii nothing is known of the fate of the

people.

" From these images, and the large piles of stones on heights

to which they must have been dragged with great labour, it

may he concluded that the island was inhabited a considerable

time; and from bones being found always buried under these

piles, and never upon the surface, we may presume that those

who surviveil (juilted the island in their canoes to seek an

a-yliini elsewhere.

" Having this day seen every part of the island, we had no

fiiillier desire to ramble ; and as the weather did not promise

ti) he very fair, I left the observatory in the charge of Mr.

Wolfe, and cmbarkeil, aceomi)anied by old Adams. Soon af-

ter he came on board it began to blow, and for several days

afterwards the wind pri'ventecl any conuiiunication with the

shore. The natives during ibis period were in great appre-

hension ; tluy went to the top of the island every morning

to look for the ship, and once, when she was not to be seen,

hc'gan to entertain the most serious doubts whether Adams
wdiild be returned to them ; but he, knowing we should close

the island as soon as the weather would permit, was rather glad

o! the opportunity of staying on board, and of again associa-

ting with his eoiuitryuien.

" On the l()tli, the weather iiermitted a boat to besenton

shore, and Adams was restored to his anxious friends. Pre-

vious to his (juitiing the ship, he said, it would add much to

his happiness it" 1 would read the marriage ceremony to liii. .,..1

his wife, as he coidd not bear the idea of living with her without

Its being done, lie iiad long wished for the arrival of a ship of

\v;ir to set his con-i'ience at rest on that point. Though
Adams was aged, and die okl woman had been blind and bed-

ridden for several ye;;rs, he made such a point of it, that it

would have been cruel to refuse him. They were according-
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!y tlie next day duly united, and the event noted in a recri*-

tcr hy Ji>hn Huflfet.

" 'i'lie islanders were deli^liteil at having us again anions'

them, and expressed themselves in the warmest terms. We soon

found, throuj^h our intcreourse with these exeellent people,

that they had no wants excepting sueh as had been created liy

an intercourse with the vessels, which had from time to time

supplied them with European articles. Nature hiis heen ex.

tremely hov.ntiful to them ; and necessity has taught tliem

liow to apply licr gifts to their own ])articular uses. Still

they iiave hcfore them the prospect of an increasing jiopuLi-

tion, with limited means of sup|)<)rting it. Almost everv part

of the island capable of cultivation has been turned to ac-

count ; but what would have; been the consequences of this

increase, had not an accident discovered their situation, it is not

tlillicult to tiiresee ; and a reflecting mind will naturally trace

in that disclosure, the benign interference of the same hand

which has raised such a virtuous colony from soguiUy a stock.

Adams liaving contemplated the situation wliicli the i.^-landers

would have been reduced to, bogged, at our first interview,

that 1 would communicate with the goveriuneiit upon the

subject, whiih was done; and I ;;ni lui])py to say, that,

through the interference of the Admiralty and Colonial Of-

fice, means have been -taken for removing them to any placi

tliey may choose for tliemselves ami a liberal supjily of use-

ful articles has recently been sent to them, [it is said tluit

they have since changed their minds, and are at present con-

tented with their situation.]

" Some books of travels which were left from lime to lime

on tlie island, and the accounts they had heard of foreign

countries from their visitors, had created in the islanders a

strong desire to travel ; so much .so, that they one ilay under-

took a voyage in their whale boat to an island which they learnt

was not very far distant from their own ; but; fortunately for

them, as the compass on which they relied, (one of the oM

Bounty's) was go rusty as to be quite useless, their curiosi'y
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vlL'lilfil to clibcrclion, and ilicy rciiirin.xl bLruic iliuv io-A bi"!it

of llieir native soil.

" Tlic idea of passing all their days upon an island only two

miles long, without seeing any thing of the world, or, what

was a stronger argument, without doing any good in it, had

widi several been deeply considered. IJut family ties, and an

anil lit affection for eaeh other, and for their native soil, had

always interposed to prevent their going away singly. George

Adams, however, having no wife to detain him, but, on the

cuiitrary, reasons fur wishing to employ his thoughts on sub-

jocts foreign to his home, was very anxious to enibarU in the

iilossom ; and I would have acceded to his uislie?, had not

liis niother wept bitterly at the idea of parting from liiir, aiul

imposed terms touching his return to the island, to which I

cDiild not accede. It was a sore disappaintment to poor George,

whose case forms a striking instance of the rigid manner in

wliiili these islanders observe their word.

" Wives u|)on I'iclairn Island, it may be imagined, are very

• larce, as the same restrictions with regard to relationship ex-

ist as in llngland. George in his early days, liatl i'ullen in

love with i'ully Young, a girl a little older than himself; but

I'olly, probably at that time liking some one else, and being

at the age when young ladies' exjiectalions are at the highest,

had incautiously said, she nacr ;>."(//(/ give iierhand to George

Adams, lie, ncverthele's, indulged a hope that -he would

.)iie dav relent ; and \v this eiui \va» mneniitling in his en-

deavours to please her. In this expectation he was not mis-

i.iki'U ; his constancy and atteiuion, and, as he t,rew into

manhood, his handsome form, soiieiied Polly's heart into arc-

;,'ai'd for him, and, had nothing passed bi lore, she WDi.ld uil-

liiigly have given him her hand. Ikit the vow of hi r youth

was not to bi' "
., and the lovesick couple l.mgiiislie'<l I'U

tiom day to day, victims to ilie fully of eaily resolutions

'I'he weighty case was ril'iried tor our (;oiisidcralit)n ; and the

fears of the parly were in some measure relieved by the le-

.sull, which was, that it would be much heller to many thau

to eominue unhappy, in conseijuence ol a hasty deleinii;i itiun,

J'. \'. 35. 5M
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made before the jiulgmeut was matured ; lliey could not, how-

ever, be prevailed on to yield to our decision, and we lelt

tliem (inniarried.*

Another instance of a rif^id performance of promise was

cxenijjlilietl in old Adams, who is anxious that his own con-

duet should form an example to the rising generation. In

the course of conversation, he one day saitl he would accom-

pany me uj) the mountain, if there was nobody else near
;

and it so happened, that on the only day I had leisure to go

the young men were all out of the way. Adams, therefore,

nsisled upon performing his engagement, though the day

was extreniely hot, and the journey was much too laborious,

in any weather, for his advanced period lA' life. lie never-

tluless set out, adding, '' 1 said I would go, and so I will

;

besides, without example precept will have but little effect.''

At the firsl valley he threw ofl" his hat, handkerchief, and

jacket, and lelt them by the side ol' the path ; at the second

Ills trowsers were cast aside into a bush ; and had he been

alone, or provided with a maro, his shirt would certainly have

followed : thus disencumbered, he boldly led the way, which

was well known to him in earlier days ; but it was so long

since lie had trodden it, that \vc met with many difllcultics.

At length we reached the top of the ridge, wh'di we were

informed was the place were M'Coy and Quintal had appeared

in defiance of the blacks. Adams fell so fatigued that lie was

now glad to he down. The breeze here blew so hard and

cold, that a shirt alone was of little use, and had he not been

inured to all the changes of atmosphere, the sudden transition

upon his aged frame must liave been fatal.

" During the period wc remained upon the island, we were

entertainet' at the board of the natives, sometimes dining with

one persor, and sometimes with another : their meals, as I

have before stated, were not confined to hours, and always

consisted of baked pig, yams, and taro, and more rarely of

sweet potatoes.

" The productions of the island being very limited, and

* TUey Lara dtme bten uniud and Uikve two cliildreA,
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iiileicourse willi llic rest of the world much restricted, it may
lie readily supposed tlieir meals cannot be greatly varied.

Ilduever, tlicy do theii best with what they have, and cook

ii ill diflerciit vays, the pig excepted, which is always baked.

'I'heio are several goats upon the island, but they dislike their

ilc;.li, as well as their milk. Yams constitute their principal

(ood ; these are boiled, baked, or made into pillipey (cakes),

liy being mixed with cocoa nuts ; or bruised and formed into

a soup. Bananas are mashed, and made into pancakes, or,

like the yam, united with the milk of the cocoa nut, into pilli-

j)c y, and eaten with molasses, extracted from the tee root.

'I'lie taro root, by being rubbed, makes a very good substitute

lor bread, as well as the bananas, plantains, and apprj.

Their common beverage is pure water, but they made for us

a tea, extracted from the tee-plant, flavoureil with ginger, and

sweetened with the juice of the sugar cane. When alone,

this beverage and fowl soup are used only for such as are ill.

They seldom kill a pig, but live mostly upon fruit and vege-

tiiljles. The duty of saying grace was performed by John

Jjulfet, a recent settler among them, and their clergyman, but

if lie was not present, it fell U|)on the eldest of the company.

'J'iiey have all a great dislike to spirits, in consequence of

.M'Cuy having killed himself by too free an indulgence in it

;

but wine in moderation is never refused. With this simple

diet, and being in the daily habit of rising early, and

taking a great deal of exercise in the cultivation of their

^inunds, it was not surprising that we Ibund them so athletic

and free from complaints. When illness does occur, their

reu' ' s are as simple as tiieir manner of living, and are

liuiiied to salt water, hot ginger tea, or abstinence, according

to the nature of the complaint. They have no medicines, nor

do lluy appear to recpiire any, as these remedies have hither-

to been found suflic ieiit.

" Alter their noontide meal, il' their grounds do not require

tlielr attention and the weather be (ine, they go a little way

mil to sea in their canoes, and laieh iish, uf which tiiey have

icveral kinds, large and sometimes in abundance ; but it sci-
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tliiiii liappciis lliat tlioy liavu this time to spare ; for the

iiiltivation of the <;n)iiii(l, repairing tlieir boats, houses, and

making lishing-iincs, witli otiier enjployments, generally occupy

llic whole ol' each day. At sunset they assemble at prayers

as before, (Irst offering their orisons and thanksgiving, and

then chaunting hymns. After this follows their evening meal,

,niil, at an early hour, having again said their prayers, and

ihauntcil the evening hymn, they retire to rest; but before

they sleep, each person again offers up a short prayer upon

]\U bed.

" Sueli is the distribution of time among the grown people;

the younger part attend at school at regular hours, and arc

ii:s!rueled in reading, writing and arithmetic. They have

M'ly fortunately found an aljle and willing master in John

liiilfet, who belonged to a ship which visited the island, and

was so infatuated with their behaviour, being himself naturally

ol" a devout and serious turn of mind, that lie lesolved td

venialu among them ; anil, in addition to the instruction of the

iliiklrcii, has taken upon himself (lie duty of clergyman, an-.l

is th(.' oracle of the community.* During the whole time I

was wiili ihcni, 1 never heard tlicni indulge in a joke, or other

levity, and the practice ol' it is apt to give offence ; they are

hi) accustomed to take what is said in its literal meaning, that

irony was always considered a falsehood, in s{)ite of explana-

lioi). They could not see the propriety of uttering what was

not strictly true for any jiurpose whatever.

" The sabbath-day is devoted entirely to prayer, reading,

and serious nu ditatioi;. Xo boat is allowed to quit the shore,

nor any work whatever to be done, cooking excepted, lor

which pri'iiaiatioii is made the preceding evening. I attendeil

I heir chnreli on this day, and found the service well conducted

;

the prayers were read by Adams, and lessons by Ikiffet, the

service being preceded by hymns. 'I'he greatest devotion was

appurenl in every iiulividual, and in the children there was a

seriousness unknown in the yoimger part of our coimiiunilics

• Ajinliici iiMiii 111 li II. '.('(Ik'il .imniig-.i tlicm, and is married to one of

A<l.( il«iuli:i r liiil Iir i.> iii>( hkcil.
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al lionio. fii till' course- of tlic litany tliey prayed for tficir

vL-rcign and all tlie royal fiiiiiily willi much apparent loyalty

1 sintcrity. Some family prayers, which were thought ap-

jiropriatc to their particular case, were added to the usual ser-

viir ; and Adams, fearfid ol' leaving out any essential part, read

in addition all those prayers which are intended oidy as suh-

slitiitos for others. A sermon followed, wliieh was very well

(li.'livcred by IJufl'et ; and lest any part of it should be fi;)rgot-

'(.II or escape attention, it was read three times. The whole

concluded with hynnis, which were first sung by the grown

people, and afterwards by the children. The service tiius

pi rfuinicil was very long ; but the neat and cleanly appearance

of the congregation, the devotion that animated every coun-

tenance, and the iiniocenccand simplicity of the little children,

prevented the attendance from being wearisome. In about

half an hour allerwards we again assembled to prayers, and

at sunset service was repeated ; so that, with their morning

and evening prayers, they may be said to iiave church five

times on a sunday.

" Marriages and christenings arc duly performed by Adams.

A ring which has united every person on the island is u.sed

ior the occasion, and given according to the |)rcscril)ed form.

The age at which this is allowed to take place, with the mci:,

is after they liave reached their twentieth, and with the women,

their eighteenth \ ear.

" All which remains to be said of these excellent people is,

that they appear to live together in perfect harmony and con-

tentment; to bo virtuous, religious, cheerful and hospitable;

to be patterns of conjugal and parental alfeetion, and to have

\cry few vices. We remained with them many <iays, and

tlicir u\u-eserved manners gave us the fullest opportunity of

Incoming acquainted with any faults they might have

possessed.

'' In tlie equipment of the Blossom a boat was built pur-

posely for her by Mr. Peake of Woolwich dock-yard, ujinn

a model highly creditable to his professionable "biliiy, and

fini>licd ill tlu' most eomplrte maimer. As we were now

iibniK lo inter a sea trowded with islands whicii rise abruptly
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to llic surface, without any soundings to give warning of their

vicinity, this little vessel was likely to be of the greatest ser-

vice, not only in a minute examination of the sliore, but by

bei[)g kept ahead of the ship during the night, to give notice

of any danger that migiit lie in her route. She was accord-

ingly hoisted out while we were off this island, and stowed and

provisioned for six weeks. I gave the command of her to

Mr. Elson, the master, an officer well qualified to perform

the service I iiad in view ; having with him Mr. R. Becchey,

midshipman, and a crew of eight seamen and marines. In-

structions were given to Mr Elson for his guidance, and pro-

per rendezvous appointed m case of separation. We first

experienced the utility of this excellent sea boat, in bringing

ofi' water from the sliore through seas which in ordinary cases

would have proved serious obstacles ; and had there not been

so much surf upon the rocks, that the casks could only be

got through it by the natives swimming out with them, we

sliould in a short time have completed our stock of water.

This process, however, was very harassing to them, who, be-

sides this arduous task, had to bring the water from a distance

ill calabashes; so that, with the utmost despatch, our daily

supply scarcely equalled the consumption, and wc were com-

pelled to trust to the hope of being more fortunate at some

other island.

" During the period of our stay in the vicinity of the island

we scarcely saw the sun, and I began to despair of being able

to fix our position with sufficient accuracy. On the 20th,

however, the clouds cleared away, and the night was passed

in obtaining lunar distances with stars east and west of the

moon, several meridional altitudes and transits, which, com-

pared with those taken the first night the instrument was put

up, gave good rates to the chronometers. Our labours having

thus terminated more successfully than we expected, we Jiast-

encd our embarkation, which took place on the 21st. In re-

turn for the kindness we experienced from the islanders, we

made them presents of articles the most useful to thcni which

wc could sjiarc, and they were fuinit-lied with a blue cloth
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Miit each from the extra clolliing put on board for the ship's

company, and the women with several pieces of gowns and

Imndkercliiefs, 5tc.

" When we were about to take leave, our friends assembled

to express their regret at our departure. All brought some

little present for our acceptance, wliich they wished us to

keep in remembrance of them ; after which they accompanied

us to the beach, where wc took our leave of the female part

of the inhabitants. Adams and the young men pusiied off in

their own boat to the ship, determined to accompany us to sea

ns far as they could with safety. They continued on board,

unwilling to leave us, until we were a considerable distance

fioni land, when they shook each of us feelingly by the

liand, and, amidst expressions of the deepest concern at our

ili^parture, wished us a prosperous voyage, and hoped that we

might one day meet again. As soon as they were clear of the

f-liip they all stood up in their boat, and gave us three hearty

clictrs, which were as heartily returned. As the weather be-

came foggy, the barge towed them towards the shore, and we

took a final leave of them, unconscious until the moment of

s'paration of the warm interest their situation and good con-

duct had created in us."

The Pitcairn islanders are tall, robust, and healthy. Their

average height is five feet ten inches ; the tallest person is six

li ct and a quarter of an inch, and the shortest of the adults

is five feet nine inches and one eighth. Their limbs are well

inoporlioned, round, and straight ; their feet turning a little

inwards. The boys promise to be equally as tall as their fa-

thers; one of them whom we measured was, at eight years of

ago, four feet one inch ; and another, at nine years, four feet

three inches. Their simple food and early habits of exercise

^ive them a muscular power and activity not often surpassed.

It is recorded among the feats of strength which these people

occasionally evince, that two of the strongest on the island,

< ioorgc Young and Edward Quintal, have each carried, at one

time, without inconvenience, a kedge anchor, two f 'edge ham-

mers, and an armourer's anvil, amounting to upwards of six
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liuiitirL'tl weij^lit ; and that Quintal, al onollitT liuu, canicd

u boat twcnty-cight feet in length, hi the water they are aj-

inust as much at hunie as on land, and can remain nearly u

whole day in the sea. They frequently swam round tliiir

liule island, the circuit of which is at the least seven miles.

When the sea beat heavily on the island they liave piunocd

into the breakers and swam to sea beyond them. This they

sometimes did, pushing a barrel of water before them, when

it could be got off in no other way, and in this manner several

tons of water were conveyed to the ship without a single cask

being stove.

As soon as Adams and his party quilted the ship, they spread

every sail in prosecution of their vovxige, laniliiig at various

i.^iaiids in making their passage to Olaheite, which they rcachcil

on the 18lh of March, and where Captain Ik'cclu.y purposed

lemaining a few weeks to recruit the health ol' the crew, w ho were

sonieuhat debilitated. Here they passed maiiv pleasant davs

ill die enjoyment of the society ol the residents, and of tin

sceiiiry of the country, and on the f>Clh of April took their

di.panuie and proceeded on their voyage. On I he 20tli m

May, liny came to an anchor outside the recfb of Ilonoruic,

the piiiuipal poit of tiie Sandwicii islaiuK. 'I'heir passage

from Otaheite to this place had been so rapid, llial the coii-

tiabl helweeii the two couiUiies was particularly sliiking. Al

AVoahoo the eye searches in vain I'or the green anil shady

forests skirting the shore which enliven the scene at Otahciti'.

'J"he whole country has a parched and comparatively barren

aspect ; and it is not until the lieights are gained and the ex-

tensive langes of taro plantations are teen filling every valle\

,

that strangers learn why this island was distinguished by tlic

name of the garden of the Sandwich islands. 'I'hc did'ercue

between the appearance of the natives of Woahooand Otahtiti.'

is not less conspicuous than that of the scenery. Constant

exposure to the sun has given them a dark complexion

and a coarseness of feature whieh do not exist in the

Society islands ; and their counteiianics, moreover, have a

wildness of expression which al first misleads the eve ; but tlii-i
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VI rv soon wears off, and their niaiilincss of cliaractor creates a

ii's|M'ct wliicli tlic efTerninacy of the Otalieitans never Inspires.

As the siiip passed up the harhour, tlic Ibrts, the cannon and

llif ensign displayed upon the ramparts of the f()it, wliich

niounled forty guns, and at tlie gafF of a man-of-war bri"

ami some other vessels, rendered the distinction between

tiiu two count'ies still more evident ; and on landing, the

iiiiukcd attention to etiquette and the respect shewn by tlie

?ul)jecls to their chiefs, offered a similar contrast. In every

^vay this country seemed far to surpass the other in civiliza-

tion.

It was not long since Lord Byron in the Blonde bad quit-

ted lliese islands ; the appearance of a man-of-war was, there-

fore no novelty ; but the beach was thronged to e.\ccss with

people of all distinctions, who behaved in a very orderly man-

ner, helped the people out of the boats, and made a passage

for tiieir advance. The superiority of this country over the

Otalieitans was strickingly marked by the number of wooden

houses, the regularity of the town, laid out in squares, inter-

sected by streets properly fenced in, and the many notices

V jiich appeared on pieces of board, stating that there was an

ordinary at one o' clock. Billiards, the Jolly Tar, &c. After

a short walk they came to a neatly built wooden house with glass

windows, the residence of Krimakoo, or as he was commonly

called, Pito. He was at this time suffering under a dropsical

complaint, under which he ultimately sunk. This disease

had so increased upon him of late, that he had undergone five

operations for it since the departure of the Blonde. Though
niiable to rise from his bed, his mind was active and unim-

iiaired, and when the conversation turned upon the affairs of

the island he was quite energetic, regretting that his confine-

ment prevented his looking more into them. He expressed a

strong attachment to the British government, and his grati-

tude for the respect that had been shewn the descendant of

liis illustrious patron and his queen, by sending their bodies

to the Sandwich islands in so handsome a manner, and also

lor the footing upon which the affairs of the state had bien

P. V. .'ia. 5N
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placed by Imil Byniii, lli- was anxious to iCijuitL' tlu-«.'

favours, and expressed IiIa de.siic to bt- allowed to su|)|)ly all ihe

ilcmands of llie sliip liimscK", in rii|nitiil l(>r tliu lilaraliiy

with wliii'li liis cuimtrynicii were tii-alcd in l-'nffland. A w-

qiiesl which Captain Bccchfy thouf^lit it his duty to diiimi.

accept i !)<;. The younjr kinjf, who had been taking; an aiiiii!,r,

ivj)eated the same seiuiiiients and made many eiuinires iilur

his friends in the lUonde. Uoki was absent at Owyhee at-

tending iiis sist( r, who was dangerously ill. Madam Hoki

and otlier chiefs who were of the l>arty in Mngland, were all

anxious to manifest llu-ir civility and spoke of Knglaiul in

terms that manifested their strong sense of the kind trealiiieiii

they experienced there.

'Iho reception was frientUy in the extreme ; all their wants

as far as possible were supplied, but unfortunately there \\^^

this year a scarcity of almost every kind of production.

Their expectation of replo.fishing the ship's provisions was con-

sequently disappointed. A^ the timeof their departure drew on,

Mr. Lay, who iiad been long severely afflicteil with dysenleiy

continued so extremely ill, that it was resolved to leave him

at this island under the protection of Tito, whose kindness on

the occasion nothing coulil exceed.

On the 31st of May, they took their leave of Woahoo, ami

proceeded to Oneehow, where they took on board as many

yams as the natives could collect before sun-sel, and then

they shaped their course for Kamschalka. On the l3lh of June

they spoke with the Tu can, an iMiglish whale-ship. The

master of the Tuscan staled that the preceding year his ship's

company had been so severely afflicted witii disease that lie

found it necessary to put into Loo Clioo, where he was well

received and his people treated with the greatest kindness.

On the twenty-sixth, in latitude 49" N. after having tra-

versed nearly seven hundred miles in so thick a liig that they

could scarcely see the distance of fifty yards, a north-east wiiitl

cleared the huriison for a few hours. 'I'he next day they hail

the satisfaction of seeing the high mountains of Kamschatka.

Nothing c(Hild surpass the serenity of the evening or the nifig-



])\\ all I lit'

libcnillii,

1(1. A IL-

t<> di'iTiiu'

im aiiiiiji,

1
Hires '.itUi'

iwylii'L' al-

idam H'iki

,
v\cre all

Imi^^UuhI III

I trcatiiHiil

llieir wants

tiiore wa<

irotliictioii.

lis was c'l'ii-

iredrcwon,

I dysentery

Li) leave liim

kindness on

roahoo, ami

rd as many

lU, .ind then

l3ll» of June

!-siiip. The

3ar his ship's

ease that he

he was well

kindness.

having tra-

i'oir ihal tiicv

irLh-east wind

day they had

Kaniscliatka.

i;- or tlic nia;,'-

^"-



luticcm

ill niMJ<

ing afi

and foi

ship M
officer,

zardoii

oi' Scii(

Cap

val cor

Parry,

Mich ii

uKt w:

a capti

made i

most n

Boeclu

picver

of Pa

that si

had Ic

send a

miglit

consci

and ai

On
sea, b

distan

secon<

oblige

weigh

on sbi

bght

cecdc'

Til

uf ilil

tiays



TO Tin-. N"oniir iolk. 823

nitlccnce of tlic mountains canpcd with perennial snows, rising

in niiijostic array above t-acli oti'ier. At two o'clocU tlu- follow-

ing afternoon, tliey andiored off the town of I'etropaul.ski,

and found lying in tile inner harbour his Imperial Majesty's

sliip Modeste, commanded by l.'aron AVrangle, an enter])rising

officer, well known to the world as the commander of a ha-

zardous expedition on sledges over the ice to the northward

of Schelatskoi Noss.

Captain Becchcy here foimd despatches awaiting his arri-

val conununicating the return of the expedition under Captain

Parry, and consequently directing Captain Ueechey to cancel

such instructions as related to him. The officers on landing,

iiKt with a very polite reception from the governor, Stanit-^ki,

a captain in the Russian navy, who during the short stay they

made in port, laid them under obligations for articles of the

most acceptable kind to seamen after a long voyage. Captain

Bcechcy was at this time confined to his cabin by illness, which

prevented his attention to the governor and also to the pastor

of Paratounka, who was the grandson of the person who filled

that situation when Captain Cook visited this place, and who

had lain an injunction upon his successors that they should

send a calf to the captain of every English man-of-war that

niiirht arrive in this port. This injunction the present pastor

conscientiously fulfilled, nnd sent a calf of his own rearing,

and also daily supplies if milk, butter and curds.

On the first of July tliey weighed and attempted to put to

sea, but were obliged to anchor again, and that at too great a

distance from the town to have any communication. On tlie

second, and also tn the third, they also M-eighcd, but were

obliced to anchor as bei'ore ; and it was not until the fifth, after

weighing and anchoring twice that morning to prevent going

on shore, that the ship reached the outside of the harbour. A
light air aftenvards iavoured their departure, and they suc-

ceeded in getting an ofllng.

The object of Captain Ueechey now was to make tiio best

of his way to Kotzcbue Sound, as there were but fourteen

days to the time ai>pointetl for the rendezvous thire. Losing
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Biglit of Kamscliatka in a thick fog, on tlie tenth they came in

Bight of Beliring's Ishind. The snow rested in ridges ii|)(jii

the lulls, but the lower parts of the island were quite bme,

and presented a green mossy appearance, without a single »luub

to relieve its monotony. Its dreary aspect, associated \>ith the

recollection of the catastrophe thatbefcl Bchring and hissliip-

mates, who were cast upon its shores on the approach of win-

ter, with their own resources exhausted, produced an involun-

iary shudder. The bay in which this catastrophe occurred is

on the north side of the island, on a part of the coast whitli

fortunately afforded fresh water, and alwunded in stone foxes,

sea otters, and moor-hens ; and where there was a quantity of

drift wood washed upon the shore, which served for the con-

struction of huts : but notwithstanding these resources, the

commander, Vitus Bebring, and twenty-nine of the crew found

their graves on this desolate sjiot. The rock first seen was

situated five miles and a half off shore, and was so crowded

with seals basking upon it, that it was named Seal rock.

Arriving off St. Lawrence islai ', they stooil close into a

tiiiall bay at the S. W. angle of „ae island, where they per-

ceivcd several tents, and where, from the many stakes driven

into the ground, they concluded this was a fishing station,

I'he natives soon afterwards launched four boats or baidars,

each of which contained eight persons, males and females.

Tiiey paddled towards the ship with great quickness, until

they were within speaking distance, when an old man who

steered the foremost boat stood erect, and held up in succes-

sion nets, walrus teeth, skin shirts, harpoons, bows and arrows,

and small birds; he then extended his arms, rubiied and pat-

led his breast, ai:d came fearlessly alongside. They had the

features and appearance of the Escjuiinaux. They were if

any thing less dirty and somewhat fairer, an<l their imple-

ments were better made. Their dress, though Esqiiiniaux,

differed a little from it in the »kin shirts beitig ornanu.nted

with tassals, after the manner of the Oonalashka people, and

in llic boots fitting the log, instead of being adapted to the

>rcce|)tion ol' cither oil or infants. 'I liey were atioiiipliblKc)
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adepts in bartering, and sold almost every thing tliey IimiI.

Alwiit seven o'clock in the evening the natives quitted thini

ratlier abruptly, and hastened towards the shore, in consequence

of an approaching fog, which their experience enabled them

to foresee sooner tiian the people on board the Blossom.

Tiie extremities of the two great continents were now dis-

tinctly seen. Near the Asiatic shore they found a sandy l)ot-

tom ; but on crossing over the strait it changed to mud, until

will over on the American side, where they passed a tongue of

sand and stones in twelve fathoms. After crossing it the wa-

ter deepened, and the bottom again changed to mud, and tht^y

liud ten and a half fathoms within two and a half miles of the

coast.

They entered Kotzebue Sound early in the morning of the

twenty-second of July, and plied against a contrary wind,

guided by the soundings. The appearance of the land was

so distorted by mirage, and in parts so obscured by low fog,

that it was impossible to distinguish where they were. When
tlie fog cleared off they were much surprised to find themselves

opposite a deep inlet in the northern shore, which had escaped

tlie observation of Captain Kotzebue and to which Captain

Betchey gave the name of Hotham inlet.

As it would be necessary to remain three or four days to

increase their stock of water previous to proceeding to

ilio northward, the barge was hoisted out and sent to ex-

iiiiiine the inlet, with directions to meet the ship at Chamisso

Island. She was placed under the command of Mr. Elson, and

cqi\ipped in every way necessary for the service required.

'Iliey were here visited by several buidars containing from

ten to thirteen men each, whose object was to obtain articles

in exchange. They were all without exception provided with

tablet- eidier made of ivory and biiio beads, ur of different kind

i)f stone. They readily disengaged these from their lips

and sold them, witiunit minding the inconvenience of the sa-

liva that Howed through the badly cicatriccd orifice over the

( liiii ; but, on the contrary, thrust their tongues through the

lioK', and winked with their eyes as in derision.

At lour o'clock in the morning of the tweuly-fiflh of July,
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they readied the appointed rendcz-vous at Cliamisso island,

ten days later than had been agreed upon by Captain I'rank-

lin and Captain Ik-eciiey. It was liowevor quite early eiiougli,

as tlicre were no traces of Captain I'ranklin liavinir nniviil.

On approacliing tlie island they discovered, by their telescopic,

a sniai! pile of stones upon its summit; and as every olijcct

of this kind which was likely to be the work of human Iwmils

was interesting, from the possibility that it might be lliu la-

bour of Captain Franklin's party, it soon underwent examina-

tion. Nothing however led to a knowledge of its history, Init

conjecture attributed it to Captain Kotzcbuc.

The ship was anchored nearly as far up in Kotzebue soiiiid

as a vessel of her class could go, between Ciiamisso island on

the south, and Choris peninsula on the north, with I'lscholtz hav

on the east, and an open space in tlie west, in which the coast

was too distant to be seen. In a sandy bay upon the western

side of the peninsula, they found a few Esquimaux, >vho had

hauled up their baidars and erected a temporary hut ; but in-

ferior in appearance to those they had before seen. In tiiis

bay they caught enough salmon and other fish, to give a meal

to the whole ship's company.

At this anchorage Captain Beechey was, by his instructions,

to await the arrival of Captain Franklin ; but in a menKiir

drawn up by those two officers, and to wiiich their attcnlidn

was directed by the Admiralty, it was arranged that the .>-lii|i

should proceed to the northward, and survey the coast, keep-

ing the barge in-shore to look out for the land party, and to

erect posts as signals of her having been there, and also tu

leave directions where to find the ship.

Captain Beechey was also to place a small party in occupa-

tion of Chamisso island dining the absence of tlic i»hij) ; but

this spot appeared to be accessible to attack in almost cvciv

quarter, so that a small party would have been of no use if (lie

natives were inclined to be hostile, and the numerical strength

of the crew did not admit cif a large dctaclinunt being spared

from her. l?iit in onier that Captain rranklin should not want

j^-rDvisiiiu ill tiie event of his missing the ship along tliccoa.'-i,
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and arriving at tlie island in Jier absence, a tiglit barrel of

Hmir was l)iiriod upon Piiirni llock, wliicii aj)peared to Ije tlie

most unfrequented spot in the vicinity, and directions for

finding it were deposited in a bottle at Cbamisso island, to-

ijctliur with such other information as he might require, and

ilie pliice where it was deposited was pointed out by writing

ujjon tlie cliffs with white paint. It was further arranged

that a jiarty should proceed over land in a northerly directioit,

iti the hope of failing in with Captain Franklin, as it wa-*

possible the shore of the Polar Sea might lie more to the

southward than the general trentiing of that part of its coast

wjiicli had been explored led them to expect. This plan was

however afterwanls abandoned, as the coast was found to ex-

tend so far to the northward as to render it quite useless.

On the '.2Slh Mr. Elson returned from the exaiiiinalion of

the opening discovered on the north side of Kotzebue sound,

and reported that the water at the entrance was so shallow,

that the barge could not enter. 'I'he Esquimaux in this inlet

were numerous, but they were orderly and well behaveil.

When the barge anchored off a low sandy point on which

they had erected their summer habitations, she was surrouniled

hv fourteen baidars contaming one hundred and fifty men ;

which, considering the crew of the barge only amounted to

eight men and two officers, was a superiority of strength that

might well have encouraged them to take liberties, had ihey

been so disposed, armed as they usually were with bows and

arrows, spears, and a large Uuife strajiped to their thigh :

i)ut so far from this l)eing the case, they readily consented to

an arrangement that only one baiilar at a time shosdd conn

along-side to dispose of her goods, and then make way fi.i

ai\other.

On the 30th of Julv, the sliip weighed from Clinmis=;o

island, attended by the barge, and steereil out of the sound.

'I'livy kept at six or seven miles distance from the land inuil

near Ilotham inlet, when the ship struck upon a shoal.

l'|i(in sounding they found the ship hail entered a bii;lit in

the shoal, and that there was a small bank between her and
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.he deep water, so that it became necessary to carry out tfio

stream anchor in the direction of her wake, liy means of

which, and a little rise of the tide, she was soon got oli.

They now continued their course for Cape Krusenstern, mar

whicli place they buried a letter for Captain Franklin, and

erected a post to direct him to the spot.

Mr. Elson, in command of the barge, was now furni-hcd

with a copy of the signala for Captain Franklin, and directed

to proceed close along the shore to the northward, and vi^rj.

lantly to look out for boats, and to erect posts and landmarks

for Captain Franklin's guidance. On the 2nd of August they

closed with a high cape, and landed for the purpose of erect-

ing a signal-post. They were met on the beach by a party

of Esquimaux, who eagerly sought an exchange of goods.

'I'hey testified much pleasure at the visit, and placed befoiu

their, visitors several dishes, among which were two of their

choicest, the entrails of a seal and u bowl of coagulated blood,

But desirous as the party were to oblige them, there was not

one could be induced to partake of their hospitality. They

afterwards favoured the party by singing and dancing, and ap-

peared quite happy in their enjoyments, although in the

opinion of their European visitors they possessed scarcely a

single comfort. In proceeding along the coast they passed

several villages of the Esquimaux, who all manifested a

friendly disposition, which was a source of great satisfaction

as it regarded Captain Franklin's welfare, there being hereby

reason to hope they would offer no obstacles to his journey.

Captain Beechey had now advanced so far as to require

liim to exercise great caution lest he should be beset in the

ice, his orders being direct and positive by all means to avoid

such a danger. He determined therefore to send the barge

along the coast, with a view of ascertaining how far it was

possible for a boat to go. Mr. Elson, the master, was con-

tinued in the command of her with instructions to trace the

shore to the northeast-ward as far as it was possible for a boat

to navigate, with a view to render the earliest possible assis-

tance to Captain Franklin. He was directed to possess him-
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rtlf of facts, whidi, in tlie event of tlie failure of tlic expedi-

tion midtr Captain I'Vankliii, would lead to a judgment of

till' probable success which might iittcnd an attempt to effect

a nortli-castcrn passage in tliis quarter ; and lie was to avoid

hiing beset in the ice by returning immediately that the wind

should get to the north-west or west-ward, and not to prolong

liis absence beyond the first week in September. lie was

also to j)lace laiKhiinrks and directions in conspicuous places

for Captain l-'ranklin's guidance.

On the ITtb of August, Mr. Elson commenced his inter-

esting expedition with the good wishes of all on Iward, and

the ship, after surveying the coast a certain distance to the

north-ward, returned to her appointeil station at Chamisso

island on the ^tth- On the tenth of September the barge

returned. She brought no tidings of Captain Franklin ; but

had discovered a large extent of coast and had proceeded to

the latitude of 71° 23' (J l" N. and to longitude lod" 2V 30" W.
where tlie coast formed a low narrow neck beyond which it

was impossible to ]irocccd to the east- ward, in consequence

of the ice being attached to the land and extending along the

horizon to the northward. Tlie farthest tongue of land

which tiiey reached is the most northerly point yet discovered

on the continent of America, and was named Point Barrow.

It lies one hundred and twenty-six miles to the north-east of

ley C^ape, and is only one hundred and forty-six miles from

the extreme of Captain Traiiklin's discoveries in his progress

west-ward from the Mackenzie lliver.

'J'he ship had hitherto remained in the sound, in the ex-

jiedation of being able to wait till the end of October, agree-

;il)ly with their instructions ; but such a change occurred in

the atmosphere, together with the departure of all the Esqui-

maux for their winter habitations, and the frozen state of the

hikts, made it evident that the time was near when it would

lie necessary to cjuit their present anchorage, to avoid being

^hut up by the young ice. As the instructions to Captain

lieechey were peremptory not to risk the wintering in thc.-e

parts, and at the same time the lives of Captain Franklin's

P. V. f'.'j. 5
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pai'ty nii<;lit be involved l)y (iniiliiii; tlio rciulcz-vous caiTicr

tliiiii Iiad l)cei) agreed upon, lie aildicssed an offieial letlei- to

Ills oflici'is, ic'(iiiestinj; lliey would lake every tiiciinislaiKe

iiilo consideration, and furMi>') tliiir opinion on tlie pioprielv

of remaining lotifrer in tliese .sens. 1 heir reply conveyed a

nnaninuMis opinion lliat the ship eonid not eontinue lonuir

at liur present anehorage uitliont incurring; the ri^sk oC win-

terinfj, and snairested lier removal lo llie entrance of the

sound, where the majoritv thouuiii >hc miijlit remain a lew

days longer ; hut privioiis to tlie ship taking np Iier slntion

there, it was considered adviHal>le that the strait should lie

ascertained to be navigal)le, lest the ice should liave been

drifted down from the nortliwanl, and liic retreat of the sliip

tut off.

It now remained to be considered iiow Captain Franklin

could be most benefited in the event of his party arriving after

the departure ol the lUossom. No more could be done than

put him in possession of every information lliey bad obtained,

ami leave him a temporary supply of provisions and bartering

articles with which he might piocnre otheis from the natives.

To this end a barrel of flour was l)urled for him upon the

sandy point of Chamlsso, a place which was more likely to

escape the observation of the natives than the former one,

where the newly turned turf could not lie concealed. A
large tin case, containing beads and a letter, was di'posited

with it to enable him lo purchase provisons from the natives

and to guide his conduct. Ample directions for finding these

were both cut and painted on the rock ; and lo call the atten-

tion of the party to the spot, wliicli they might pass, seeing

the ship had departed, her name was painted in very large

letters on the chiffs of Puflin island, accompanied with a notice

of her departure, and the perio' to which she had remained

in the sound. Beneath it were written directions for findinrr

the cask of flour, and also a piece of (bift-uood which was

deposited 'in a hole in the cliff. This billet had been pur-

posely bored and charged with a letter containing all the

useful information necessary and was then plugged up in such
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2 inanncr that no truces of its liaving been opened were

visil)l('.

Having thus far pcr.ornied their duty, tlicy proparcd tlie

fliij) for sea, that slio mij;ht depart at an hour's notice.

On tlic eighteenth of October the edges of tlie sound be-

gan to freeze, and it was evident that it oidy needed eahn

Mi'.uhcr to skin it entirely over; Captain Hteehey tlieiefure

(Uilcretl tlie anchor to be weighed and the ship steered out of

the sound, and proceeded on her voyage. In the execution

of this necessary resolution it was some consolation to reflect,

liiat, from the nature of Captain Franklin's instructions it was

almost certain that by this time, he had either commenced liis

return or taken up his winter abode. He had been directid

to return to his winter quarters on the tifteenlh of August, if

he found the prospect of success was not such as to insure liis

reaching ley Cape that season, and if it should prove inijiracli-

rahle to winter at an advanced station on the coast. Captain

Ikechcy was justifitd theretbre in supposing that he bad al-

ready been either compelled to pause, or to turn back, as in

the event of the success antici|)ated in his instructions, it could

hardly ha|)pen, considering the open state of the sea to the

northward, but that he should have reached Kotzebuc sound

hy the time the Blossom left it.

Up to tliis period ol' bis voyage, the instructions which ac-

tomj)anicd his appointment, were a sufficient guide to Cap-

tain Heechey ; but with the exception of bis touching at the

Sandwich Islands, there were no specific directions for his fur-

ther guidance, and it was for Inni seriously to consider how

the time could be mo.st usefully employed. It was necessary

to repair to some port to refit and caulk the ship, to replenish

the provisions and stores, and what was equal 1} im])oitant, to

recruit the health of the people, who had been a considerable

time on short allowance of .salt |)i()visions, and in the enjoy-

ment of only seven weeks fresh meat in the last (en monlhs.

From the favourable aeeouiit given of San Fnuu'isco, in Cali-

fornia, it appeared to be the most desirable place to which ,i

ihip under circumstances as the IJIoss-om was, could resort

;
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and as the coast between that port and Cape St. linens w.n

very imperfectly known. Captain Becchey thought his tiim.

could not be more usefully employed than in compieling the

survey of it. lie therefore direefed his course to th.it pl-ic c,

and determined to enter the pacific by the Strait of Ooneniak.

On the fifth of November they made the high land of New
Albion, and afterwards proceeded to the harbour of San rraiieis-

CO. Captain Ikechcy went on shore to pay his respect.s to

Don Ignacio Martinez, a lieutenant in the Mexican arniv,

acting governor in the absence of Don Louis ; and to the

priest, whose name was Tomaso, both of whom gave him a

very hospitable and friendly reception, and offered their ser-

vices in any way they might bo required. Their first en(|iii-

ries related to supplies, which they fbniid not likely to be ade-

quate to their wants ; Captain Hccelicv therefore despatched

Mr. Collie the surgeon, and Mr. Marsh the purser, over land

to Monterey, with orders to procure lor the ship what medi-

cines, provisions, and other stores were to be had. The go.

vernor politely furnisiied a passport and a guaril for this ser-

vice ; and arrangements were made for the daily supply of the

trhip's company. In this port they continued until the twenty,

eighth of December, during which time the ship's company

all derived the greatest benefit from the refreshing products of

its soil. Some of them were so emaciatetl at tlrc lime of en-

tering the port, as scarcely to l)c recognized by the surgeon,

but all were now reftured to their former healthy ajjpearance,

and they had the sati jfaction of leaving the port without a sin-

gle case of sickness on board. They had however, to regret

the loss of one of their best irien by accident. Jusipii How-

ers, a marine, accompanied one of the officers on a shooting

excursion, and was led by his naturally ardent and bold dis-

position to plunge into a lake alter some wild fowl that had

been shot, forgetting that ho could not swim. His eagerne,-.3

led him beyond his depth, and in his attempt to regain his

footing, he unfortunately perished before aid could be brought.

His body was interred at the burial ground, and was followed

to the giave by all the officers.
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From San Francisco flicy proceeded to Monterey to (iiku

in tiic stores that had Imcu piircliased at that place, ant! lo

piDiiirc some spars wliich {^row more conveniently for cinhark-

.-(iiiHi tlicit- than at San I'rancisco. Tlioiij^li tlic di-,iance hi--

trtiiii these two j)laees is little more than a liiindrcd miles,

their passage was prolonged to two days by light winds. 'J'iicy

liiiiiul lying in the port of IMonterey, an American l)rig, en-

liiiivonrinf; to dispose ol' a cargo of dry goods, and to pro-

niic hides anil tallow in return, ami they opportunely received

tiiiiii her a supply of spirits, as the last cask was abroach. On
iIk' (li'th of January, 1827, they took leave of their iiospitable

acijiiaintances and put to sea on their passage tu thu Sand-

\vicli Islands.

On leaving Monterey they steered to the southward with a

liiir wiml, which carried them into the trades and attended

ilicin the whole way to the Sandwich Islands.

On tile twenty-fifth they saw the island of Owyiiec, and the

following day anchored in the harlwur of Honoruru, the capi-

tal ol" the Sandwich Islands. They found all their former

accjuaintances well ; and Mr. Lay the naturalist, whom tiiey

IkuI left there on account of his health, recovered, and ready

ti) resume his duties. After the usual etiquette of salut^?.

Captain Ueechey visited the king and Kahumana, a female

(liief, who kindly appropriated three houses to the use of the

(illicers, and every way manifested their attachment to tiic

British nation. At this time .several respectable stores were

kept by merchants from America and Europe, 'i'hcre were

also two hotels, and several of the houses of the chiefs were

t'lunisheil with sofas and cushions, and various luxuries, and

tiicy themselves dressed alter the European fashions. Boki

had a large service of plate, as also one of expensively cut

glass from Pellat and Green of London. A remarkable

change arose in their civil and political arrangements, 'i'ho

king was now attended by a guard under arms ; a sentinel

presented his musket when an officer entered the threshold of

tiie royal abode ; soldiers paraded the ramparts of a fort

mounting forty guns, and " all's well" was repeated through-
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out tlic town during tlie night. Tlic harbour in spvino- and

iiiilMiini was crowdeil with foreign vessels, ;;s many as lifty

having been there at one time. Five thousand stand of nnns

were said to be distributed over tlie i>lan(l, three hundred

men were embodied and dressed in regimentals, and the Sand-

wieh Island flag was daily displayed by five brigs and ei"lit

t-ehooners. There were resident consuls from Great I3ritaiii

and the United States, with whom they had made treaties of

alliance.

Soon after the christian religion had been introduced into

the Sandwich Islands, several of the chiefs were taught to read

and write, and the missionaries diffused a knowledge of the

gospel among all the inhabitants. A public dimier was given

by the ofKcers of the Blossom to the king and all the royal

family, the consuls, tl'e chiefs, and the principal merchants

resident in the place. On this occasion the king was received

with the honours due to his rank : he was dre^iscd in full uni-

form, and altogether made an elegant appearance. His be-

haviour at table was marked with the greatest propriety ; and

though he seemed fully aware of the superiority of Europeans,

lie apjjcared at the same time conscious that the attentions lie

rcceivetl were no more than a just tribute to his rank. IJoki,

the regent, Koanoa the colonel of the troops, and Mf.nuia the

captain of the port, were diessed in the Windsor uniforiii;

antl Kahumana and two other female chiefs were arrayed in

silk dresses. Many loyal and patriotic toasts succeeded the

dinner, some of which were proposed by Hoki in compliment

to the king of England nud the president of the United

States. The chiefs drank to the health of several persons

who had shewn them attention in London, and throughout

the d;iy the islanders acquitted themselves very creditably, and

manifested a cio'^u ob?ervaiK'e of I'au'opean manners. Since

the departure of the Blossom two important political cventii

had taken place ; the one was a treaty of alliance with the

United States, hy which a favourable reception of American

vessels was guaranteed; the other event was the retirement

of Krynmkoo, who was more generally known by the name of
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lilllv Pilt, from llie circumslance of Mr. Pitt being prime ini-

iiisti'r to the king of Great Britain as Krymakoo was to lin-

king of tlie Sandwicli Islands.

I'lie liarbour of Uonoruru is the general rendezvous of all

IJie whale ships employed in the iSortli I'acific ocean. In thr

spring time these ve.^sels assemble hereto the number of forty

or lifiy sail at a time, and take on board large supplies of vege-

laljk's and fruit as sea slock, to enable tlieni to remain upon iheir

fishing ground Uiitil the autumn, when many of them rjlimi

tu the port. The fresh provisions which they procure at

tlk'si' islands is a great preventative of scurvy, and il.o goods

Hliieli the ships barter in exchange are very acc.ej)table to the

iiiliiibilants.

Having procured a suflicicnl supply of provisions, the slii})

look her departure from this place on the 4th of March, and

on the '2nd of July made the snowy mountains of Kamschutka

ami came to an anchor the next day, off the town of PetrO"

paulski. The season was more backward than the preceding

vuar ; the snow lay deep upon some parts of the shore, and

llie inhaliitants were glad to keep on their fur dresses. On
the 18th they again took their departure and on the 5tb of

August came to anchor off Chaniisso island, iioa.Iy in tiie

same situation which they occupied the preceding year. A
lioat was immediately sent to aEcertain whether any marks

wore to be discovereii, that either Ca|)tain Parry or Captain

Franklin had been liere. No such indications could liowcver

be seen, no stuff had been erected, as had been agreed upon

ill the event of their arrival ; and a billet of wood, contain nig

(lespatclK's, which had been phiced by the Ulossom for theii

infill nialion on the preceding year, lay unopened on the same

stone.

Previous to this period Mr. Elson had been sent vviiii the ten-

iler to examine the coast, and to search for an opening to the

ea-iward of Cape Prince of Wales, which the Esqiiiniaux the

jinietling year said to be the fact. lie was also to look into

Si liisiiKireff inlet. lie returned on tlie 11th, having succeeded

in fiiuliiig the inlet, which appeared, as far as he could judge.
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tl)c wcatlicr being vciy foggy and boisterous, to lie a spaciims

and excellent port.

Tlie liscovcry of a port so near toBeliring's Strait, ami one

in wliic'. it was probable tbc sliip inigbt remain, after cir-

cumstances sliould oblige her to quit Kotzebue sound, was

of great importance, and (.a))tain Heechey determined on

examining it, should the situation of the ice to the nortliward

give no prospect of proceeding farther tlian tlie preecdiii r

year. In order tliat Captain Tranklin's party might iici Ik-

inconvenienced by siicli an arrangement, the barge was p'j. . il

inider the command of Lieutenant Belcher, and ordereu .•

proceed along the coa.it as in the preceding yea . He was to

use bis best ci'ideavours to communicate with the jjarty uniier

Captain Franklin's ':onmiand, by penetrating to the eastward

as far as he could go with safety to the boat ; liut he was on

no account to risk being beset in tiie ice ; and in the event of

separation from the ship, he was not to protract iiis absence

fron Kotzebue sound beyond tlic 1st of September.

Having made these arrangements they put to sea, but did

not reach the entrance of the sound till the IGtii. Before

they left the island they were visited by several natives whom

they had seen the preceding year. They brought some skins

for sale as usual, and were as before, dirty, noisy and impu.

dent.

One of them finding he was not suffered to carry oflT some

deep-sea leads that were lying about, scraped off the greasy

arming and devoured it : another, after bargaining some

skins for the armourer's anvil, seized it fo. tlie purpose of

carrying it away ; but much to his surprize, and to the greii

diversion of the sailorr: who had played him the trick, he

found its weight much too great for him, and after a gooil

laugh received hr-ck his goods.

t)lV tlie entrancto of Kotzebue sound they wen ihHbyii

westerly wind, whicli prevented their making mu >' jiess,

afterwards the brcczo veereil to the south-west, with a thick

fog, and nut having seen any thing of the barge, they stcoiTil

U) the nortliward to ascertain the position of the ice. In half

f
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an hour ihcy heard the ice to leeward and had but just room

to get about to clear a berg at its edge. By the infonnatioti

of Lieutenant Belcher, who was off ley Cape at this time,

though not within sight of the ship, the ice at this time closed

the land about twenty-seven miles oast of Icy Cape. It ap-

peared that tl e line of packed icu in the meridian of Jcy

Cape, was twenty-four miles to the southward of its position

the preceding year, and that it was on the whole much nearer

the continent of America. With the ice thus pressing upon

;hc American coast, and with the prevalence of westerly winds,

hy which this season wns distinguished, tlic^ appeared to be but

little prospect of a vessel reaching even lo Point Barrow.

Seeing they coi-ld not remain sufficiently close in shore to be

of use to their friends during the westerly winds and thick

weather. Captain Beechey determined upon the examination

of the inlet discovered by Mr. Elson to the eastward of Cape

Prince of Wales, and made sail for Kotzebue Sound, for the

purpose of leaving there the necessary information for Captain

Franklin and Lieutenant Belcher, in the event of either arriv-

ing during the absence of the ship.

They passed Cape Krusenstern about sunset on the 25th

of August, and in running along shore after dark their atten-

tion v.'as directed to a large fire, kindled as if on purpose to

attr.:ji. ih^ir notice. As this was ;; signal agreed upon bc-

!h "i C;; "I'ains Franklin and lieechey and as they had not

A ,:. i fv before on any part of the coast at night, they iin-

•.un w V fought to, and to their great satisfaction at the

momei. .. ;»bs>.>rvetl a boat pulling towards the ship. 'I'heir

anxiety us it approached may be imagined, as by the light of

the aurora borcahs and the use of their telescopes, they thought

she was projielled by oais and not by puddles ; on being ac-

costed by the Esquimaux their mistake was however instantly

manifested. Captain Beechey howcer fired a jun ; but the

bif^nul not being answered, tbey pursued '.Iieir course for

Chainisso.

They anchored at Chamisso on the 26'tli, and after deposit-

' , the ncccHsary information on shore, they proceeded the

" •'. aC. 5 I'
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next morning to examine the inlet. They were scarcely a

league from the land when their attention was again arrestca

by a fire kindled upon the peninsula, and several persons

standing upon the heights waving to the ship, Xot-

withstandirg the disappointment experienced the preceding

night, the hope of meeting their own countrymen so strongly

'>^- ossed their minds, that some of the crew professed they

see ihe party dressed in European clothes. A boat was

ki- ediately dispatched to the shore, when they found it to

be a party of Esquimaux wishing to dispose of some skins for

tobacco. A s the ship proceeded they came to several settle

ments of the Esquimaux.

The surveying of several capacious harbours occupied their

time till the 6th of September, when they had completed near-

ly all that was necessary ; and the weather now set in with

such severity that Captain Becchey felt anxious to get back

to Kotzebue Sound. For three days the weather had been

cold, with heavy falls of snow, and the seamen suftered much

from exposure to the cold and the hara ung duty they had

been engaged ir. As they neared Bchiing's Strait, the wind

increased, and on rounding Cape Prince of Wales tliey were

obliged to reduce their sails to the close reef. While they were

thus pressed John Dray, one of the seamen, unfortunately f'tii

overboard from the look-out at themast head, and sunk alongside

a boat which was sent to him, after having had his arms round

two of the oars. This was the only accident that had occurred

of the kind since the ship had been in commission, and it was

particularly unfortunate that it should have fallen to the lot

of so good a man as Dray. Previous to his entry in the ship

he had resided some time at the Marquesas islands, and was

so well satisfied with the behaviour of the natives of that place

that he intended to reside among them ; hut being on board a

boat belonging to Baron Wraiigel's ship at a time when the is-

landers made a most unjustifiable attack upon her, he was

I'.fraid to return to the shore, and accompanied the Baron to

I'etropaulski, where he entered himself on board the Blossom.

On arriving off the entrance of Kotaebuc Sound they en-
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countered as usual an easterly wind, and beat up all night witii

thick misty weather. After beating all night in very thick

wcatlier, on the ninth of September they stood in for

the northern shore. There Iiad been a strong current

(luring the night, which (U'ifted tlie ship towards Hotliam In-

let, where, the water shoaling suddenly from five fathoms to

two and a half, the ship struck upon the sand, while ni the act

of going al)out, and soon became fixed by the current run-

ning over the shoal. In consequence of this current the boats

experienced the utmost difficulty in carrying out an anchor,

hut they at length succeeded, though to no purpose, as the

jliip was immoveable. At first they were iipprehensiveof the

most awful consequences, but the wind moderated shortly af-

ter she struck, and on the rising of the next tide she went off

without having received any apparent injury.

After having so narrowly escaped shipwreck, they beat up

nil night with thick weather, and the next morning steeroil for

CliamisBo island. On approaching the anchorage they were

jjrcatly disappointed at not seeing the barge at anchor, as her

liine had expired several days, and her provisions were too

nearly expended for her to remain at sea with safety to her

crew ; but on examining the shore with telescopes, they

discovered a flag flying upon a peninsula, and two men waving

a piece of white cloth to attract attention. Amidst ilifTerent

sensations a hope arose that the [jcople they saw were the iong

looked for expedition under Captain I'ranklin ; but on a closer

view of the flag, they perceived it to be the ensign of their

own boat hoisted with the union downwards inilicalive of dis-

tress. The boats were inunediately sent to the relief of the

sutlbrers, with provisions and blankets, concluding, as they on-

ly saw part of the crew stirring about, and others lying down
within a small fence erected round the tiag-sta,T, that they

were ill or had received hurt.

On the return of the first boat they Icanii'd that the bargo

had been lost on the coast, to the northward in Kotzebue

Sound Lieutenant Belcher, who conunanded her, stated

tiiat alter quitting Cliamisso isianil on the twelfth of August,

he proceeded along the northern shore of the sound, and land-
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ed at Cape Knisenstcrn, where lie waited a short time ; but

not seeing tlie ship, the weather being very thick, he stood on

for Cape 'rhomaon, where he came to an anchor and reple-

nished his stock of water. He met some natives on shore, who

informed him that the ship had passed to tlie northward,

which was not true, and he therefore pursued his course. He
kept close along the shore, for the purpose of falling in with

the land expedition, and arrived off Icy Cape on the nine-

teenth, when he landed and examined every place in the hope

of discovering some traces of Captain Franklin. He found

about twenty natives on the point living in tents, who rcciiv-

ed him very civilly, and assisted him to fill his water casks

from a small well they had dug in the sand for their own

use.

On the twenty-third of August, Lieutenant Belcher landed

on Icy Cape. The weather now became very severe, so that

the sails were cased with ice, as were also the clothes of the sea-

men. Three of the crew became invalids from chilblains and

ulf^ers, and the necessity of carrying a press of sail, strained

the boat to such a degree as to require the pumps to be kept

constantly at work. In order to find some shelter, he bore up

for Point Hope ; but finding the weather so bad that he could

not keep the coast with safety, and the time for his rendezvous

at Chamisso Island having arrived, he pursued his course for

that place. The party were here engaged in erecting an ob-

servatory upon Choris Peninsula, when the wind set in sud-

denly upon the shore where the barge was anchored, and the

crew were immediately ordered on board. In the morning

the fine weather was such, that only two persons were left in

the vessel, and the boat being small, could take only four at a

time. One boat load had joined the vessel, but the surf rose

so suddenly, that in attempting to reach her a second time,

the oars were broken, and the boat was thrown back by the

sea uinl rendered nearly useless. Several persevering and un-

successful efforts were afterwards made to communicate with

the vessel, which being anchored in shallow water, struck hard

upon the ground and soon filled. Some Esquimaux with a
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l)ai(lar being near tlie spot, Lieutenant Belcher compelled

tluin to assist him in rcaciiing the barge, but the sea ran too

lii^li, and tiie natives not exerting themselves, the attempt

failed. The sea was now making a breach over the vessel,

and Mr. Uelclicr ordered the cockswain to cut the cable and

allow her to come broadside upon the shore; but eitlier

through fear or misunderstanding, this was not done. At this

llmt' there were four men and a boy on board, two of whom
seeing no hope of relief from the shore, jumped overboard

with spars in their liands and attempted to gain the beach,

but were unfortunately drowned. The others retreated to the

rijjjging, but the boy, exhausted with cold and fatigue, at

length fell from the rigging and was seen no more. i\fter

great exertions, the sea subsiding, a communication with the

vessel was eflTectcd, and the two remaining seamen were car-

ried on shore and laid before .t fire, where they recovered suf-

ficiently to be taken to a hut near the fatal scene.

The morning after this unfortunate occurrence, part of the

crew were employed in collecting what was washed on shore

and preventing the natives from committing depredations, who
upon the whole behaved better than was expected, until the

day on which the Blossom arrived. Parties were now repeat-

edly sent to the wreck in the hope of being able to raise her,

or to procure what they could from her cabin and holds ; but

she was completely wrecked and filled with sand, and after a

few days went to pieces.

On the twelfth the body of one of the seamen was found

near the place where the boat was wrecked. On the Sunday

iollowing it was attended to the grave by all the officers and

ship's company.

In the beginning of October they had sharp frosts and

heavy falls of snow. On the fourth the earth was deeply co-

\i red and the lakes were frozen. The thermometer fell to i24°

and there was every appearance of the winter having com-

)niiued. It became therefore the duty of Captain lieechey

to consider on the propriety of continuing longer in theso

»fa>. No intelligence had been obtained of Captain I'rank-
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I'm, nor was it probable that any of his party could now ap

pear; and they could only presume that he had met with in-

surmountable obstacles to his proceeding and had retraced his

route up t!ie Mackenzie river.

Anxious however to remain till tlie last, on the chance of

being useful to him, Captain Beechey requested the opinions

of the officers as to the state of the season, and finding them

unanimous in believing the winter to have commenced, and

that the sliip could not remain longer in Kotzebue Sound with

safety, he determined to quit the anchorage so soon as the

wind would permit. Weighing tiie probability of Captain

Franklin's arrival at this late period of the season, no one

thought there was the least chance of it ; for had his pros-

pects the preceding year been such as to justify his winter-

ing upon the coast, the distance remaining to be accomplished

in the present season, would have been so short that he could

scarcely fail to have performed it early in the summer, in

which case the Blossom's party must have seen him long be-

fore this date, unless he had reached Icy Cape, and found it

advisable to return by his own route. Upon the chance of

his arrival after the departure of the ship, the provisions

which had been buried for his use, were allowed to remain,

and the billet of wood was again deposited on the island, con-

taining a statement of the behaviour of the natives, and other

particulars with which it was important he should be

acquainted.

On the sixth of October the ship weighed, and beat out of

the sound. They now steered towards Cape Prince of Wales,

with a view of passing Behring's strait, which they did witli

a close-reefed topsail breeze. On the twelfth they saw the is-

land of Saint Paul. The attainment of the principal object

of the expedition was now at an end ; and, though unsuccess-

ful in meeting with Captain Tranklin, yet they had the satis-

faction of knowing that their efforts to maintain their station

in both years, had, by the blessing of providence, been success-

ful, so that at no period of the appointed time of the rendez-

vous, could he have missed both the boat and the ship, or,
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have arrived at the appointe(! place in Kotzcbue Sound, Mitli-

imt finding the anticipated relief.

The voyage of Captain Franklin down the Mackenzie ri-

ver, and along the northern shores of the continent of Ameri-

ca, brought him within fifty leagues of Point Barrow, the ex-

treme point of Captain Beechey's voyage ; so that it must be

ivfrctted that they did not meet each other. It would cer-

tainly have been highly blumcablc for Captain Franklin

to have proceeded farther than he did, under the total un-

certainty of meeting Captain Bcechey ; but could he have

1)1011 made acquainted with the advanced situation of the

Jilossom, he would have been justified in risking the attempt.

'Ilie failure however, <li)es not detract from the laurels gained

!iy Captain Franklin and iiis associates, who through obstacles

insurmountable by jiersons of less determined and persevering

minds, have explored an extent of country which leaves so

small a portion of the coast unknown

Captain Beccluy now proceeded on his return ; he passed

the meridian of Cape Horn on the thirtieth of June, and ar-

rived at Ilio Janeiro on the twenty-first of July. Here he re-

ceived on board tlie Right Honourable Robert Gordon, am-

bassador to the court of Brazil, and after a passage of forty-

nine days arrived at Spithead.

in this voyage, which occupied three years and a half, they

sailed seventy-three thousand miles, and experienced every \\

cissitude of climate. In the course of it they lost eight per-

sons by sickness, four by shipwreck, one missing, one drowned,

and one fell overboard in a gale of wind. The Board of Ad-
miralty, as a mark of their approval of the exertions which

had been made, promoted the various officers attached to the

expedition.

While Captain Parry was to attempt a passage through

prince Regent's Inlet, as has been stated in his second voy-

age. Captain Franklin was also to make a journey o\er land

to the Mackenzie River, and from thence to Behring's Strait.

'I'lie following is a short account of his journey.
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In June, 1824, three liylit boats, together with a sii|)|)Iy (»f

stores, two carpenters, and a parly of men, were sent in the

Hudson's Bay sliip to York factory, who were to proceed to

Cumberland iiouse, on tlic Saskatchawana river tlie same sea-

son ; and early in the spring of 1825, to advance as far as

Bear Lake, wiiere they were to erect buildings for the winter

residence of the whole of the expedition, the other part of

whom were to proceed thither l)y New \'ork and the Lakes,

in the beginning of the year 1825.

The following is an extract from the official instructions

which Lord Bathurst communicated to Captain Franklin, da-

ted Downing Street, Jan. 31st. 18!25.

Sir,

His Majesty's government having decided that an expedi-

tion should be set forth for exploring the northern coast

America, between the mouth of Mackenzie's river and t.„,

strait of Behring, and confiding in your zeal and experience, I

have recommended you as a proper person to be charged with

the same. You are therefore to proceed with your party from

Liverpool to New York, and from thence to make your way

to Lake Huron, where the stores necessary for your journey

have already been sent. From thence you are to follow the

water communication to the western side of the Great Bear

Lake, where you are to establish your winter quarters.

Early in the spring of 1826, you are to proceed down the

Mackenzie river with all the necessary stores and provisions,

in order to be prepared to take advantage of the first opening

of the ice on the Polar .Sea, so as to enable you to prosecute

your voyage along the coast to Icy Cape, round which you are

to proceed to Kotzebue's Inlet, where you may expect to find

his Majesty's ship Blossom, which the Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty will order to proceed to that rendezvous in

the summer of 1826.

On your arrival at the mouth of Mackenzie river, you arc

to dispatch Dr. Richardson with Mr. Kendall, and five or six

men, in one of the boats to examine the intermediate coast be-

tween the Mackenzie and Coppermine rivers ; but if your
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iloies and provisions are not sutficicnt for your own and Dr.

Uichardsion's party, you are in tliat case to direct Dr. Rich-

ardson to employ his party on sliore in examining tlic country

coiuifuous to tlie Mackenzie River, tlie Rocky Mountains,

the shores of llie Great Bear Lake, tlie Copper Mountains,

unci as far round as he can witli safety.

If in proceeding westerly towards Icy Cape, you should

make but slow progress, so that it remain doubtful whether

you will reach the neighbourliood of Kotzebue's Inlet the

same season, you are not to risk yourself and party, but coni-

nicnce your return about the "15th or 20th of August to the

established winter quarters on Bear Lake, unless you should

be satisfied that yourself and party could pass the winter with

safety among the Exquimaux, and that there was afforded

a certainty of your reaching Behring's Strait the following

season, when the Blossom will again proceed to the ap|)ointtd

rendi'zvous.

In the event of your reaching Kotzebue Inlet the lirst sea-

son. Captain Beechey will be instructed to convey you and

your party in the Blossom, to the Sandwich Islands or Canton,

as may seem most advisable to you, from whence you will l)e

able to take a passage to England.

B \TIIUii5'r.

On tlie l6tb of February 1825, Captain Franklin embark-

ed at Liverpool on board the American packet ship Columbia,

commanded by Captain Lee, together with Lieutenant Back,

Dr. Richardson and others of the party who were to accom-

pany him, and landed at New York on the 15th of March.

'I'heir reception at that place was kind in the extreme : tiieir

baggage and stores were passed tlirough the Custom house

without inspection, and cards of admission to the public scien-

tific institutions were presented to them the same evening.

During their stay at New York, every mark of attention was

shewn to Captain Franklin and his party by the civil and

naval authorities, as well as bv private individuals, and the

P. V. 36.
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most lively inter .st manifested for the success of the enter,

prise.

After a stay of eight days in the city of New Yorit, tiic

party cmbarkec' in the steam-boat Ohve Branch, and were

accompanied into Upper Canada by James Buchanan Esq.

tlie British consul, who so accommodated a journey he had to

make as to enable him to accompany them. They asccnciid

the Hudson River to Albany, where they experienced similar

civilities to lliosc they had received at New York, and Dr.

Christie, the minister of the church they attended at this place,

offered up public prayers for their preservation and success.

I'roni Albany they travelled forward ia coaches, and crossiiiff

the Niagara, entered Canada, visiting the Falls so jusilv

celebrated at that place. 'Ihey afterwards crossed Lake

Ontario in a sailing boat, a id on arriving at York, the capital

of Upper Canada, wcrr kincii • received by the LiculeiKint-

govcrnor Sir Peregrine Maitlaiid. Proceeding onwards tluy

croiscd Lake Simcoe, and after a journey of nine miles mi

foot, descended the river Nattawassaga in a boat, and passiii"

through a part of Lake Huron, arrived at Penetanguishinn,

where they remained Jight days, waituig the arrival of sdiik

Canadian voyagers from Montreal who were to accompany

them.

The party, by the accession of the voyagers, consistcci (I

thirty-three pi^rsons, and on the 2.'jrd of April they procecdal

to Fort William, on the northern shore of Lake Superim,

where they arrived on the 10th of May, and from tlieiia

through Rainy Lake, the Lake of the Woods, Lake Winipc;;

and the Saskatchawan river to Cumberland House, where

tiicy arrived on the 15th of June.

The party who sailed by Hudson's Bay had proceed-

ed from Cumberland House, excepting the principal car-

penter, who had the misfortune to break his leg, but wliitli

had been set by an officer of the Hudson's Bay company,

Dr. Richardson, on exrmining it said that it had been skilfully

set, and that tl)c man would be able in two months to follow
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the exploring party to Bear Lake, which he was very anxious

lo do.

Having remained one night at Cumberland House, tlicy

icsmncd llicir voyage, in the course of wliicU they met the

iTo'hlleinen of the Hudson's Bay Company proceeding from

tl)e interior with various brigades of canoes, carrying the re-

iiiiiis of trade for the year lo York Factory. At length, on

the twenty-ninth of June, they overtook the other [jarty in

Metliye river, latitude 50" lOF N. longitude, lOis" 55' \V.

wliieli is almost at the head of the waters that flow from the

iKMtli into Hudson's Bay.

On the twenty-ninth of July they reached Fort Resolutiow,

an ei^labilshment of the com|)any on the great Slave Lake.

Here Captain Franklin found some of their old Co])per-In-

diaii friends, Kcskarrah and Humphry, the hrotlier of .Akait-

iliii, who had been wailing two months jiurposely to see tliem.

I liey mam ested their gratification by repeatedly seizing the

hands of the oflicers, and pressing them to their hearts, and

exclaiming, " IIow nuuh we regret that we cannot tell what

«e feel for you." Akaiteho had left the fort about twomoiillis

(in a liuiiting excursion, liopin;'- lo retm-n with plenty of pro-

\ision for the use <if Captain rranklin's party by the mid-

ille of August, which was as early as he expected tliev would

arrive. Most of llie hunters who hail been engaged hy Cap-

\M\ Franklin on his former journey had iiuii ti-eaelierously

murdered by the Dog-rib Indians, with which nalion the Cup-

pci' Indians iiad been at war. 'I'liey were now howeverat ])e;u'e,

and Akaiteho and his tribe, had been indueetl to a reioncilia-

lidii, in order that no impediment might be tiu'own in tiie way

of Captain F'ranklin and his party. " We have loo nuieh es-

teem," said Akaiteho, "for our father and for the >ervi(!'

in which he is about to be again engaged, to impeiie its si;i>

(css hv our wars, and therefore they shall cease; and on be-"y

iiig asked whether he anil some of his young men would go

to luint for the party at their winter tpiarter-s, he replied, " our

licarts will be with them, but we will not go to those parts,

wliere the bones of our nuirdered brethren lie, for fear our
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bad passions should be aroused at the sight of their graves

and that we should be tempted to renew the war by the recol-

lection of the manner of their death. Let the Dog-ribs, who

live in the neighbourhood of great Bear Lake furnish tliem

with meat, though they are our enemies." Presents were

made to these people, and they were desired to continue at

peace, and assured that the same request would be made to

the Dog-ribs.

On the second of August, they came to a gentle current,

which miglit be considered as the commencement of the Mac-

liciizic river. They found the woods on fire in different direc-

tions, but wliuther this was attributable to the voluntary acts

of the Indians, or to their negligence in leaving their fires

burning, was not known. Sailing on the Mackenzie river tiiov

stopped at the Trout river, which flows into it from thusoutJi-

ward and taking an observation made their latitude Cl° '2(\'

30" N, their longitude 1 19" 47' W. They here |)assal the

site of the first establishment that the North-west Company

made in these parts, which was erected by Mr. Livingstone,

o''.e of the partners, who, with the whole of the crew of Im

canoi . excepting one individual, were massacred by the Es-

quunaux on their first attempt to open a trade with lliein.

On the seventh they arrived at Fort Norman. The services

of the Canadians who had brought the canoes from Penotan-

guishcne being no longer required, they were discharged, and

forwarded to Canada at the cxpence of government, accord-

ing to the terms of agreement. On the ninth they saw a

party of Indians encamped on the beach of a small stream, and

invited their approach. At first they hesitated, being doiibt-

I'ul whether they were friends, but after some lime tlicy

laiinelu'd their canoes, and brought a good supply of fresh

deer's meat. It appeared that these were Hare Indians, the

tribe that follows next to the Dog-ribs in the line of country

below Bear Lake.

At eleven o'clock at night on the 10th. of August, the par-

ly arrived at Port Gootl Hope, the most distant of the Hud-

son's Bay Company's establishments. It is distant from Fort
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Norman three hundred and twelve miles, and is in latitude

(57° 28' 21" N. and longitude 130° 51' 36" W. The arrival

if tlio party at this period of the year, beinjT at least two

iiKinths earlier than that of the Company's boats from York Vuc-

torv, caused preat astonishment to the few inmates of thisdrcary

dwelling and particularly to its master, Mr. Dease, who did

not recover from his surprise until they had been some lime

seated in his room. At length he put every one in motion to

prepare some refreshment, of which indeed they were not a

little in need, as it was then near midnight and they had

breakfasted at eight in the morning.

'I'hey proceeded to descend the river till the 12tli, in a

uiiiding course, in consequence of various sandbanks reniler-

iiii; it necessary, and shortly di-^covered a collection of Indian

l(i(li,'es. One of the |)arty happened to be examining liis nets

iie.iier than the rest of his comiuanions, and on espying the

boats, paddled off towards bis friends witb the utmost speed,

calling upon tliem to arm. 'I'be women and children instant-

ly hurried away, and the whole party assumed a state of

(lefeiice. Signs i'or tlieni to approach were for some tin mde

without efRct. At length a youth adventured to lautaii his

canoe, and paddled gently towards the boats, until be discover-

ed .\ ugustus, one of the Esquimaux attached to tiie voyagers,

whom by Ills countenance he knew to be an Esquimaux,

'ihen he threw up his hands for joy, and called on ail bis

party immediately to embark. The summons was instantly

iibt'yed ; each jierson who hail a gun discharged its contents,

mid the others took the barbs and iron beads from their

arrows, manifesting thereby an entire confidence. They
canssed Augustus, and danced and j)layed around him, to

testify their joy at his appearing among them ; and he receiv-

ed every shake of the hand witb great affability, but woidd not

suffer them to interrupt him in making the preparations for

breakfast, a task which he always delighted to perform.

'i he l.'jtb of August, they bad proceeded so liir that they

f()UM(l themselves anived in the Arctic sea.
—

'i he water be-

came salt, and they losi sigiit of the main shoie. They after'
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wards iliscovcred an island to the N-K. looking blue from its

distance, towards wliicii the boat was directed. The sun was

setting as the boat touched the beacli, and they hastened to

the most clevatfd part of the island, about two hundred and

fifty feet liigli, to look around, and never was a prospect nuire

gratifying. The sea appeared in all its majesty, entirely free

from ice and without any visible obstruction to its navigation.

Many seals and black and white whales were sporting on its

waves ; and the whole scene was calculated to excite the most

flattering expectations.

A tent was pitched on the l)each and Captain Franklin

caiiseil the silk union flag to be hoisted which his beloved

wife, who paid the debt of nature so shortly after their union,

had made and piestntcd to him as a parting gift, under an

oxpriss injunction that it was not to be unfurled before the

expedition reached the sea. Upon this occasion Captain

I'ranklin thus expresses himself: "I will not attempt to

describe my emotions as the flag expanded to the l)ree/e :

however natural, and, for the moment, irre-istible, I felt it was

inv dutv to suppress them, and that I had no right, bv an

indulgence of my own sorrows, to cloud the animated coun-

tenances of my companions. Joining theretbre, with the lust

grace that I could command, in the general excitement, I

endeavoured to return, with lorresponding cheerfulness,

their warm congratulations on having thus planted the Jbitisli

flagon this remote island of the Polar Sea." It was named

(iarry Island, as a tiibufe of respect for Mr. Carry, tlu'

Deputy Governor of liu Hudson I5ay Company. Some

spirits which were saved Ibr the occasion, were issued to llio

men, and with three cheers they lirank to the health of the

King and to the continued success of their present entei-piisc.

'I'hey found the latitude to be CO' ~'J' N. and the longitude

L-Ji" 41' W.
A pole with a blue and red flag flying was here erected as

a direction for Captain Parry, with a written account of their

progress and other useful informal u :— these, with other

W'tters for the oflicers of the ships, were deposited under tin
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pole. Another statement of their proceedings was encased in

a water-proof box and committed to the .-<a, one mile to tlie

northward of the island.

Having completed their observations, they embarked to

return by the Mackenzie, to their winter quarters at Great

Hear Lake. On the 19th, they iialted to breakfast near some

winter habitations of the Esquimaux; wliich, from the frcsh-

ni'ss of the wood shavings and the implements of fishing

which were scattered about, appeared to have been abandoned

only in the preceding Spring ; and as it was probable they

would revisit this spot, a kettle, a knife, hatchet, file, an ice-

thisel, some beads and pieces of red and blue cloth were fixed

to a pole and left. From hence they proceeded to I'ort Good

Hope, where they were welcomed by Mr. Deasc and all at

Ills fort, a report having been spread that they had been

massacred by the Esquimaux.

On the lit of September, they quitted the Ma( kenzie and

entered the stream, which flows from Great Hear I^ake, and

reached Fort Franklin on the 5th, anil here they established

their winter quarters, proper buildings having been erected

for their accommodation by some of the party who had bem
loft for that pur|)c)se.

Various plans were now adopted for the employment of the

time of the peo])lc during the Winter; among other methods

a school was established, and several of the party deriveil con-

siiierablc improvement by attending to the instruction atlbrded

them on the occasion. The officers employed themselves in

making thermometrical, magiietical, and atmospherical obser-

vations, in making drawings and in other pursuits, and an

account of their proceedings was sent to the Secretary of State

by the way of Hudson's Bay.

On the 28th of June, the parties took their departure from the

place of their winter abode, and on the 4th of July separated

intotwo parties. Captain Franklin conducted the western party,

who were to attempt reaching Behring's Strait, where they were

to meet Captain Bcechey in His Majesty's ship Blossom, with

kup|ilies for bis use ; and Dr. Uiehuidson was to conduct the
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eastern party, and to survey the coast between tlio Mm kcii.

zie and Coppermine rivers. Tlie former liad scarcely reach-

ed the sea, when they fell in with a large number of E>-(]ui-

maux, with whom, but for llieir own forbearance, they would

have been involved in a bloody, and perhaps, fatal encounter.

Having extricated tlicmselves from this imminent peril, thoy

continued their course, greatly impeded, however, by the un-

favourable state of the atmosphere. The low and swraiipv

land that here extends between the northern termination of

tlie rocky mountains and the sea coast, was productive of a

constant fog, frequently so dense as to contract the range of

view to within a few yards. Nevertheless, by the 16tli of

August they had succeeded in reaching the half-way point

between Mackenzie River and Icy Cape, ( he furthest point to

which the north-western coast of America had been traced from

Behring's Strait) ; but the symptoms of approaching winter

here became so une(;uivocal, that tliey were compelled to return,

though with great reluctance. Unfortunately, Captain

Franklin did not know, that at this moment the barge of the

bhip Blossom under Captain Beechey, which liad been sent

to await his arrival in Behring's Strait, was actually within

ICO miles of the spot which he had himself reached ; had he

known it, " no difficulties, dangers, or discouraging circum-

stances," to use his own expression, would liave prevailed on

him to return. Under the existing circumstances he was

obliged to do so, and, on the 21sl of September, this western

expedition reached Fort Franklin, where they found the

eastern branch returned before them.

'ilie navigation which Dr. Ilichardson had to perform was

almost wholly unobstructed ; and between the 4tli of July

and the 8th of August, he succeeded in accomplishing the

coast voyage of 902 miles, between the mouths of the Mac-

kenzie and Coppermine Rivers. He returned with hi.^ parly

to Fort Franklin on the 1st of September, and, after a lapse

of nearly three weeks, was joined by the western branch, as

before related. In the following year the two parties set
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out ill company for England, which tliey reached in the

iiiituinn of 1827.

This second expedition of Captain Franklin, though destitute

of tiiat tragic interest which liis first c::'^ited, may be regarded

as more important in its geographical results. The 6i de-

frrees of longitude, for which the northern shores of America

liad been explored in the former enterprise, were now extend-

ed to a line exceeding 39i degrees in length, and approaching

oil the one side to within 160 miles of the extreme known

north-western point of that continent, and on the other to

within 400 miles of its supposed extreme north-eastern point.

P.V. <t). dR
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SECOND VOYAGE

or

CAPTAIN ROSS.

The success of Captain Parry in liis first v()ya;;e to il,c

Polar regions, by whicli tlie clcclaration made by C.ipi.iiu

Iloss on his voyage of discovery, that there was no passi^'u

through Lancaster Sound was j)roved to be an error, a[)|)(':iis

to have been felt with peculiar keeiuiess by the latter oHiar,

and after the failure of the subsequent efforts made by ('ii|)-

tain Parry, he made overtures to the government to make a

further attempt to discover a North-west passage.

Captain John Ross was born at Stranraer, a small fishini;-

town, remarkable for its oysters, on the west coast of Scotland.

He was the youngest son of the Rev. Andrew Ross, Minish r

of the Inch in Galloway, and has one surviving brother, Mr

George Ross.

Betbre however entering on a narrative of the circuiii-

stances attending the last Voyage of Captain Ross it may W.

well to take a little notice of the naval career of this entii-

prising officer from the evidence which he gave before a

Committee of the House of" Commons, which no doubt will

be read with much interest and will serve as a preliminary

jntioduction to the voyage itself.

Captain Ross stated to the Committee that he entered I lit

naval service in the year 1T8G, being at that time only ten

years of age, and continued in the service for four years, in
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(lie cDurse of which lie served on board the Pearl .iTid ili'

Iiiiprcgiiabie ; after whicli tiinc he entered into the merchant

service, and continued in it until the year 17fJ4. About

this lime he entered into the service of the East India Com-

iiany, and continued in their employment until the year I'OD.

Alter tliis he again returned to the royal navy, and served in

llic expedition to the Texel in that year. Afterwards he be-

("linu acting Lieutenant of the Weasel for a season and sul)-

scqiientiy went into the Clyde. He served in diflir-nt capa-

cities under Lord de Saumarez in tlie Baltic, fium the yenr

1H()'2 to the year 1812, and lliat noble and gallant Lord

(liscribes him as having always aefpiiltcd hintscif to iiis, Lord

(le Saiimaroz's, satisfaction, in services of an arduous nature in

wliich Captain Ross was then fre(iuenlly cngag( d. Indeed

H) great was the confidence of the admiral in the talents of

Cjptain IJoss, that when the former took tiie Swedish fleet

tiiiiler his orders, he sent Captain i{oss on board tiie Sweilisli

ailmiral's ship to interpret the British signaU ami evolutions,

aiul on every occasion he acquitted himself \\\l\\ tlic utmo^t

/lal and merit.

Captain Ross commanded several vessels during the period

ill whicli lie was under il: > orders of I-ord de J^auniarez, and

was confirmed a Lieutenant in 180j. He then bi'Mine first

liiiilLiiant of the Surinam, then of the Penelope, and after-

wards of the Diomcde, and of the \'icliiry, the l:ilter being

llii; admiral's own ship. T^ord de Sauinarez in 180",) ;.-ave

liiiii bis promotion as Commander and afterwards iiitrustud to

liiiii the command of His Majesty's ship Ariel.

The king of Sweden conferred upon Captain Ross the

(ircler of the Sword, as a testimony how highly the SwediyJi

government appreciated his merit ; and in every ])nrt of the

biiltic he displayed great zeal and activity in making hiinself

anjuainted with the navigation of tliose seas.

Captain Ross was employed in surveying the White Sea,

and determined the longitude of Bear or Cherry Island, lie

was several times engaged in boat actions, and destroyed a gun
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brig in ilic Bay of Diluttc, wiien in the command of die

Ilriscis brig.

In tlie night of the 28th June 1812, his lieutenant, Tlinin.i'i

Jones, with a midshipman and 18 men, most gallantly attack-

cd and recaptured an English merchant-ship, lying in I'ill:ui

lloails, armed, in expectation of such an attempt, with (i guns

and 4 swivels, defended by a party of French troops on lur

deck, and surrounded by small craft in the act of rccciviiii;

her cargo. In this affair, the British had one man kiiiid,

and the midshipman, one sailor, anil one marine, wouiiilid.

The Briseis also captured Le Petit Poncet, French privatiir,

ot 4 guns and 23 men, and drove on shore three other vessels

of the same description. Captain Ross's subsequent appoint-

ments were, June 7, 1814, to the Actaon, of 16 guns;

August 23, 1815, to the Driver sloop ; and, in 1816, to the

command of the first Polar expedition of the present century.

He was wounded in thirteen different places, had both liis

legs broken, received a bayonet wound through the bodv,

and five sabre cuts in his head, for which he now receives the

well deserved pension of one hundred and fifty pounds a year.

From this statement it may be presumed that the essential

requisites of courage and perseverance, so necessary in an

undertaking like tliat of exploring the Polar regions, was

fully possessed by the subject of this memoir.

A very interesting letter from Sir T. Button to the Lord

Secretary of State, Dorchester, in the time of James the firnt,

has recently been discovered by Mr. Lemon in the State

paper Office ; and having in a preceding part of this work

given an account of the eflfbrts of former advcnluri^is, a littrnl

copy of tliis paper may be acceptable to the reader. Sir 'I'.

Button writes, •' First, whether there be any likely hood or pro-

babilitye to compass the designe,—yea or noe. To tiiat I

answer, that my opinion is nowe, as it ever hath bin, sithente

my retorne thence, and as I then delivered it, with the perti-

culer reasons of it, to my Most Royall Master, of most famous

memorye, that then was, Kinge James, that beinge uiidtr-

taken in a fittinge waye, and a dewe reason, I made, and due
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ni.ikr as full accounpt of the fcasibicnes of it, as I doe of any

kiiowiic cIianiiLll that is best knowne to us in these Norllur

iiiites, and to be pcrfoimcd with as little daingcr, and was soe

appmved by His Matie to be ; who inforst as manyc, and as

MiDortant questions, for his owne satisfactions, as if all tlio

1 . t ixperienst inarriners of the Christian World hail ton-

vditi'd themselves togcather, to have drawnc the intergatories.

I lie same reasons have I delivered to many most honorable

aiiil Lnowinge persons, and to our best Mathamaticians, as

Mr. Ikiggs, Mr. Wells, and others, with all the best masters

ami mariners of our Kingdome, as al.-.oe to others, both Hollaixl-

ir.) and French ; and in my discourse with any on of them all,

tluv never went unsalislied from me, of the probabilitie of it

;

ami for farther accompt herein att presentt, I can give nou
;

hut .i" my Journall, or any other my notes or papers (with

ml 111 ells in me) may give His Matie any fartlier or fuller

satisfaction, when I waight on His Iligiiness, wiiich I hope

wil he much sooner then is fitt for them to advaunce (for to

M tt out too tymelye, is to faule too soone into that ilanger,

iliat too late a repentance cannot healpe them out on) I will

(loo my best, out of my auld experience, to affurthcr the good

i)f it, and prevent the cvells and inconveniencies that pretenil-

ingc men, of little experience, or non att all, may suddenly

iiring uppon it;— lor I will bowldlic saye, that whoe shal be

fitt to have the mancdginge of this unj)araleld busines, ought

first to be soe religiouse, as to hould his end the happiest,

lliat dyes for the glorye of God, the iionor of his Kinge, and

tlie publique good of his Countrye ; all which, in this designe,

liave their sevcrall and perticuler interest; and therefore he

must not looke backe for feare of the dainger of either un-

knowiie coastes, hideouse stormes, darke and longe continewt

d

mistes, to lye amonge and all wayes to see more landes and

islands of Ice, than he can see of sea, and oft tymes rocks

under him in sight, when he shall, within thrice his ships

Iciiirlit, fynde twentyo fathom water ; and to incounter this,

under favor, must he be well armed, that shall undergoe this

Jusines ; for thrice sithence my beinge there, hath it bin at«
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tt-mpted, and for oiiglit I here, little, or rather I may houldlye

^aye noe advaiincumcnt given to the l)usine.s ; tliori'lbre

t.ierc cannot be too much cuiiositie used, to putt it into a

good and ciioiie hand ; which I will heartilye praye may be

most liappilye lighted on ; for wee live not in the adge to

fynde, that they are the most perfitt, which makes the glori-

osts shc>. e
"

Apparently impressed with a strong conviction that It was

possible to discover a passage through the Polar regions, and

not daunted by the residt of his first expedition or the fai-

lures that had more recently occurred, Captain Ross made a

projiosal to the goverumeni, in I8'27, to attempt again to

elFect this desirable object. He projjosed that the voyage

should be undertaken in a steam-vessel, and with this view he

a})})lied himself diligently to the study of steam navigation,

and wrote also a treatise on the subject. No efforts of his,

however, could in'luce the government to coincide with his

wishes, and they declined acceding to his proposals. On the

ilcath of Lord Liverpool, and Mr. Canning becoming prim?-

minister, his present ALajesty was appointed Lord Hij,'h

Admiral, and Captain Ross took advantage of the eircnin-

stance to renew his application at the Hoard of Admirally.

It is said that the Royal Duke was inclined to encourtige thi

prnject, but tluit his council advised otherwise, and the apjili-

cation was ultimately unsuccessful. On the re-appointnieiit

(if Viscount Melville, to the post of Chief Lord of the Admi-

ralty, the apj)lication was urged a third time, bu! witli no

better success, the Hoard on this occasion declaring that as a

goverimient measure it was useless to urge it any more, as ii

must in that ligiit it least be consiilered as abandoned.

Disappointed thus in all his attempts to obtain aid timii

the government, Captain lloss had recourse to jirivatc indivi-

ihials, and made known bis wislies to Felix Root!; ["m], "Im

bad been recently filling the very honorable situation ut

Sheriff for the county of Middlesex. This appliealioii in tl'

first instance failed, though subsecjuently Captain Ifoss ii)iin.l

ill this high spirited gciitleman, ull that j)atroMagc and jKCUiii-
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nry assistance wliicli liis plan required. Captain Ross tlien

applied to Mr. Thornton, of Old Swan, a gentleman of a well

known sj)eculative character, and who gave at first a listening-

car to his proposal ; nothing however excepting ji scries of

conversations on the suhject took place with Mr. 'riiornlon,

and at lengtii their communications came to an end.

Hy way of encouragement to attempt a discovery of the

north-west passage, parliament had offered a reward of

twenty thousand pounds to the first ship which should dis-

cover this passage, which sum was to be paid by the Board

of Longitude. It appears that Mr. Booth would have been

disposed to assist Captain Ross on hi'i first application, but

that he felt unwilling any one should suppose that his assis-

tance was aiTorded with a view to any ulterior advantage to

himself, or that he was moved by any motives of private

.'•pcciilalion, which might have been said while sue! remunera-

tioi; was given. But, since tlie first application to Air. Booth,

the Board oi" Longitude had been dissolved, and thereby the

olfcr of remuneration by that board was virtually done away

with. In the cxaniinalion of Mr. Booth before the Com-

mittee of the House of Commons, Mr. Booth said " I had

known Ca])tain Ross for some years, and I undertook the

charge of the enterprise which he commanded for the credit

(if the country, and to serve Captain Ross ; thinking that he

liiiil been slighted in the former expedition, and on account

of ill-natured reports which were circulated anonymously

airainst him. I conceived that there was a cloud liung over

liim, and he was anxious to have the opportunity of going

out again. The first time he applied to me wc were looking

oMr tlie glo!)e, and he was explaining to me what he Iiad

(liine before. I felt interested that all discoveries should be

made by our own countrymen, and I really was then excited,

imd was sorry that another cxpediticm was not appointed to go

out to exjilore the northern regions. He said he siiould like very

much to have the opportunity of going cut again, but that

government would not send out another expedition. I said I

regieiicd very much, if that was the case ; but did he know it
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for a certainty ? and he said, Not exactly, but I will endeavour

to ascertain. He then, 1 believe, had some private conimunica.

tion with Lord Melville, whether it was thought they should

do so or not. This was I think, in the year 1827 ; and Lord

Melville told him that there was no intention at present of

sending out any further expeditions, but he could not say

what they might do. Captain Ross then said to mc,

I should like very much to go out again, and I think I could

do it at a small expense. He afterwards brought me a paper

containing his calculation, making it about ten thousand

pounds. I said, well, 1 should have no objection to advance

ten thousand pounds, if that would be the utmost sum re-

quired ; but I said I will not engage in it because there is

twenty thousand pounds reward for any person who shall

discover the passage, and it would look very much as though

I had an object in view. I think it was a twelvemonth after

that he came to me and said, now it is all over, the reward of

twenty thousand pounds is done away with, and there is no

chance of an expedition going out again. I then said to him 1

am glad of it, and that if he wanted me to assist liim I was will-

ing to do so. lie was amazingly delighted ; on which I told

him I will assist you, but remember it must be in the utmost

confidence, and I will not do any thing inimical to govern-

ment. I asked him how we could find out whether that

would meet their approbation unless he were to mention tlic

whole circumstances ; and I said I shall not do any thing

unless it is kept a profound secret. He then informed me

that Lord Melville was his friend, and that he thought he couid

mention the matter to him in confidence, and ask him whctliei

there would be any objection to a private individual fittii));

out such an expedition. Lord Melville's answer was, that lie

could not see any objection to a private indiviilual fitting out

Buch an expedition, and that if there were any email things

lying at Woolwich from the former expedition, that would

be of service to him, lie should very much like to forward

his views.''

Language perhaps can scarcely furnish terms sufficiently
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expressive of the noble and patriotic sentiments, manifested

1)V Mr. Booth ; and future ages will record, that a British

niercliant from his own private resources promoted this un-

ilertiilvinji, which the government, with all its ample funds

and resources, refused to embark in.

Indeed, this sum of ten thousand pounds, was not the ex-

tent of his generous aid to the cause of science, and maritime

discovery ; for the after charges which occurred in fitting out

the expedition, were sujiplied by this disinterested individual,

to the amount of between eighteen and nineteen thousand

poinuls in the whole.

The evidence given by Commander James Ross, the

nephew of Captain Ross, is in many instances contradictory

ti) that of Captain Ross himself. The statement of one is

often diametrically opposite to that of the other, varying in

some of the most essential points, not only as to the general

conduct of the expedition, but also to the extent of the dis-

coveries made. In reply to a question whether he accom-

panied his uncle on the expedition to the Arctic seas as

second in command, he replied, that it was not precisely so,

hut that in a great measure he shared in the chief command
with Captain Ross, and that he had the entire direction of

the navigation of the ship without being under Captain Ross's

idinmand. Those who have been accustomed to consider

Ca|)tuin Ross as the conductor of the expedition, and to

wliDUi ail the merit of the discoveries and proceedingR of the

voyiige have been attributed, will read the following extracts

frnni the evidence of Commander James Ross with a mea-

fiiire of surprise. He was asked

—

"What was the nature of the agreement under which you

enil)arked in the expedition with Captain Ross .!*

" There was no written agreement, no specific agreement,

liut it was quite understood that having been so long em-

ployed on former similar voyages, 1 best understood the

nature of the navigation of those seas, and tlier»fore that I

fhoidd render some important assistance to him in his under-

l.iking.

P. V;j7. 5S
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" Was any stipulation entered into witli Mr. Bootli i'ur

VDiir going personally on the expedition, as a condition of

Ills assistance being given ?

'^ Mr. Booth said to me, that it depended only cm me

wlietlier or not he would then decide whether tiie expedition

should go or not. ' If ,' said he, ' you decide that you will

accompany the expedition, I will decide that the expedition

shall go, but if you hesitate to say whether you will accom-

pany it, I must also hesitate to decide.'

" What portion of the duties devolved upon )ou in the

progress of the expedition ?

" The conduct of the ship was entirely intrusted to my

care. I certainly conducted the expedition from its com-

mencement to its termination.

" In the various surveys which took place, what part did

\ou take of the geographical discoveries made }

"The whole extent of geographical discovery is, perhaps,

between six and seven liundred miles of new land ; out of

that six or seven hundred miles, probably about two hundred

miles were discovered by the whole expedition in the ship;

the remaining four or five hundred miles were discovered by

myself, in the conduct of parties detached from tiieship:

those expeditions were severally planned and conducted by

myself.

" Captain Iloss not accompanying yon ?

*' Captain Ross not accompanying me.

" Did you personally make the observations from wbicli

you inferred you had discovered the true position of the north

magnetic pole ?

*' I did ; for two years previous to the titne I went to tliu

magnetic pole, I was eiiiiaj^ed in observations, necessary to

determine its exact position ; having ascertained and determined

that exact spot, I then conducted a party to the point so deter-

mined, and there I made a series of observations, by which I

ascertained that to be the exact position of the magnetic pole.

" Did you conduct the observations in Geology, Natinai

History anil Ucjiiinv .'
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" Such observations as were made upon tl ose subjects were

of course conducted by inyseU".

" VVIien you say you conducted them, do you mean tliat

tiny were confided to you by Captain Ross ?

" No, they came to me as a natural consequence. I was the

only person wiio at all understood tiie nature of tliose sub-

jects, but I was not ordered to undertake them. 1 never

rt'ieivcd an order of any i<ind from any person in that expe-

dition.

" You sav that you and Captain Ross were coequal ?

" No, 1 do not say we were quite coequal. I say I was

nut under his command, but I do not mean to say I had the

same voice as he had.

" You did not look upon yourself as under his command }

" Certainly not, I would not have gone out under such

circumstances,

" Had you any authority over the men i

" I had, but it was more of habit perhaps than an3r thing

else.

" Could you have changed the course of the ship without

ilie authority of Captain llossf

" Yes, I have frequently done so, but if Captain Ross had

iliouglit proper to have found fault with any thing I did, all

i should have said would have been, ' you must in future

coiuiuct the expedition yourself.'

" If you and he had differed, you have no doubt which

would have been obeyed by the men ?

" It would not have been right in me to have disputed that

point with hiui ; 1 never should have thought |)roper to have

continued in command of the hliip, if Captain UosS wished to

assume the command.

"With your experience of naval matters in cases of dan-

ger, do you consider it possible there should be two officers oi

coequal power ?

"No, the command must devolve on one person.

" On whom did it devolve ?
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" In all cases it devolved upon me, as respecting the con-

duct of tlie ship.

"The question did not arise between you and CJi| u n

Ross?
" No, it was quite understood between us before we sailed,

«' What was understood ?

"That I should conduct every thing myself. Captain Rosi

might have said if he chose, • I do not approve of this or

that,' and llien I could only have said, 'you must conduct it

yourr,clf', both cannot do so.*

" 'Ihat being impossible, a deference to the one or the

other being required, who paid the deference ?

" Certainly 1 should immediately have yielded, but then

from that moment I should nave ceased to command, and

left him to conduct the expedition himf>elf.

"From whom did you consider your authority to emanate?

" From Mr. Booth.

" Do you account for this divided authority m the ship

from your connexion with Mr. fiooth ; did you consider

yourself as representing the more immediate interest of Mr,

Booth in the ship .''

" No, not at all.

" You have said that Mr. Booth would not have engaged

in the expedition unless you were a party to it?

" I did not say he would not, I only repeated the conver-

sation between him and myself; he said if I hesitated to go,

he would hesitate to say whether the expedition should go

or not.

" Had you an opportunity of personal participation in any

specific service to the expedition, by which you consider that

the lives of the people were preserved ?

" I do not know that I should quite say that I did, hut

certainly it was essential to the safety of the people, that I

should leave them on one occasion. Accompanied by two of

the strongest of the party, I advanced towards the Fury's

stores, to see whether they were there or not, lor had ilicy
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gone there without finding the provisions, the whole or nearly

the whole party must have perished, but by my going and

returning with a supply of provisions, I enabled them to

reach the Fury's stores.

" What would have been your own fate if you had not

found the Fury's stores?

" I should still have subsisted on my own personal exer-

tiuns, but I could not have rendered assistance to others.

" The preservation of discipline was perhaps a circumstance

most necessary on such trying occasions, for the preservation

of the lives of all parties concerned, some cases of insubordina.

tion might have arisen probably ?

" There were trifling circumstances of insubordination, but

very trifling.

"Did not Captain Ro; s himself on those occasions exert a

controlling power ?

" They seldom went to Captain Ross, they generally came

to me.

" Do you recollect any case, in which Captain Ross ex-

erted his controlling power under rather trying circum-

stances ?

" I remember one circumstance, after we had abandoned

our ship in which Captain Ross did exert his controlling

power, but it was only on one occassion.

" Was not very prompt decision necessary on that occasion ?

" Yes, certainly.

"State what Captain Ross did upon the occasion?

" I was not present upon that occasion, and only heard of

it. I am not aware of the circumstances."

With the view of confirming or refuting the evidence of

Commander Ross in regard to the rank, which he held on

board the Victory, Captain Ross was re-examined by the

committee, and the first question that was put to him was :

" With regard to the command of the expedition, you con-

sidered yourself in command from b««^nning to end f

•' Certainly.
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" Did you consider yourself in command of Commander
Ross as well as the others ?

" Certainly.

" You considered him as under your orders ?

" Yes.

" Did any agreement take place between you and him be-

fore you started ?

" No, he said that he would agree to the agreement but it

was never put into execution.

" What was the understanding?

" The understanding was, that he was to go as second in

command.
" It was not a joint command i

" Not in my idea, certainly. 1 would never enter on a

joint command with any one ; there can be but one com-

mandor on board a ship.

•' When Commander Ross left the ship, did he go accord-

ing to his own direction ?

" 1 gave him unlimited power to do as he found best, for

that must always ba done in an unknown region.

" The authority emanated from youf
" Yes, he could not have gone without my permission.

'* Mad, throughout the expedition, Commander Ross the

command of the ship ?

" Never, but under my orders ; I allowed him to do the

duty as first Lieutenant. 1 gave him the command, which I

conceive a first Lieutenant ought to have, but he has no

right to say that he had a joint command with me.

" I'lie first Lieutenant of a king's ship takes the command ?

" Yes and carries on the duty. 1 had other things to do

in many respects, and he had power to work the ship, and put

her about without reference to me.
«' The responsibility rested with you ?

" Yes.

" Was he amenable to you for disobedience of orders?

" It would have been mutiny.



TO THE NORTH PULE. 807

" Do you think it possible that Commander Ross shoiill

have imagined he had an independent command ?

" It was impossible, he must have known discipline lietttr

than to suppose there could be two commanders in one ship

" Did Commander Ross ever assert an independence ol

j.iur command ?

"There were circumstances of that nature arose, but I

imnitdiaU'ly took that part which prevented their recurrence.

" Yuu uniformly asserted your own autliority as the com-

mander of the ship ?

" Yes, in every case, when it came to a desperate case, I

saw the necessity of taking nobody's advice, and acted on

my own decihion, I never asked him a question except on

pome rock, whether to go on this or that side: 1 refer to the

pi'riod wiien we abandoned the ship; it was life and dciuii

with us then, and I found I was more called on to uphold

my authority than I had been before, and 1 was always pre-

sent with the people. In the other ca^e it was necessary to

give Commander Ross more command, because lie was absent

from me with part of the crew. There was one particular

instance when the men demanc'ed to know wiial 1 was going

to do, and I said I would not condescend to tell them, but

tliey were to obey my orders, and that the first man that

refused it must answer for the consequences, and 1 heard no

more of it.

" He received no distinct authority from Mr. Cuoth ?

" None whatever, he does not even know of my agree-

ments with Mr. Booth, he never saw them.
"
'Ihe expeditions he undertook were undertaken at your

suggestion ?

" Entirely of my suggestion, he did not even know Mr.

Booth until I introduced him.

" Had Conunaniler Ross rei'used to accompany you, should

you liave gone f

" I should.

•' W 7uld Mr. Booth have consented f

" Certain! V he woidd.
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It is impossible to reconcile the evidence of Captain Ross

and Commander Ross, and certainly liad tlie latter bten ;ible

to make out his case according to the testimony wliicii Ik.

gave, there scarcely remains a doubt that liic proposed unini

would not have been recunimcnded by the coiumiltic, tor it

would have divested Captain Uoss of the principal feature ol

his claim. The following examination of Mr. Kootli will

shew that Commander Ross must have been actually hibour-

ing under a delusion, in supposing that any authority was

delegated to him by that itlenian, or that he was to bu

considered in the slightest i.igrce as holding an independent

command in the ship.

In addition to what hath been stated from the cvidnue

of Mr. Booth he says. " It was suggested there should be

two ships and a second was fitted out, (the John,) but the

crew of that vessel mutinied in consequence of the great delay

that had occurred, and they proceeded on without her; the

proceeds from the sale of this vessel were £ 1 800, therefore niv

advance now rests between £17,000 and ;t'l)S,000. During

the absence of the expedition I maintained the men's wives,

and expended about ofSSO, which has been since stopped from

the men out of the payment, which has been made to thtin

by government.

A member of the committee asked Mr. Booth, " To whom

did you give the command of the expedition ?

' To Captain Ross.

" Captain Ross was tlie sole commander i

" Yes, he was the sole commander, with liberty to appoint

whom he pleased under him ; I only said, let them be men

who will be of great seivicc. I left the command entirely

to him.

' Did you make any stipulation that Commander Ross

should accompany him ?

"No, it was the wish of his uncle, which I thought a

very natural one ; his uncle said, he was not doing any thing,

and was a clever young man, and if I had no objection, he
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slionid like him to accompany liim, as it might obtain his pro-

niotion.

"Had Commander Ross refused to go, would you havc-

si'iit the expedition?

" Certainly I should.

" If Captain Back had been selected by Captain Ross,

would lie have been equally acieptable to you ?

" Most undoubtedly ; I left it to Captain Ross to appoint

wiioni he pleased to accompany him. With regard to Coni-

iiiandor Ross, after I wasintroduc d to him, 1 told him I was

delighted to think he was going, he having been out in the

tbniiei expedition, and having been in the Fury when she

was lost, I thought he would be of infinite service to the ex-

pedition."

The result of the evidence of Mr. Boodi must be consi-

(Icied at, a direct corroboration of that given l)\ Captain Ross,

mill consequently contrary to that which was given by Com-

nwiider Ross. It establishes the point, that Captain Ross

was in possession of the chi'jf and sole command of the ex-

|K'(lition, and that Commander Hoss could not regard him-

M'lrin any other character than that of a subordinate officer.

Captain Rack and Captain lloppner each of them made

(ifilrs of their services to Cajitaiu Ross. Captain Back's offer

was made in Parliament-sitreet, where he met Captain Ross

walking with his nephew, when he said, " Will you take me
on any terms; 1 will go as draftsman, or any thing you

choose to make me.'" Captain lloppner made a similar oder,

verbally at first, and subsequently in writing. The following

is a copy of Captain Iloppner's letter, with the reply of Cajv.

tain Ross :

" My Dkar Sir,

" As I feel so much interested in your noble enterpiisc,

I cannot help expressing myself more explicitly on the sub-

ject next my heart. It you will accept of my services, 1 am
ready to go with you, in any capacity, and will make over all

I am worth in the vvorKl for the advancement of your object.

I'.V.iST. 6T
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I promise you most implicit obedience ; and will never offer

an opinion, unless required. He assured of my devotion to

the f^reat and noble undcrtakin<r, and

" Believe me
" Yt)ur very liumble Servant,

"H. p. HOPPNKR."
" R. N. Clufi, Bond Street,

" Saturday, March <>\st."

" P.S. Tlicre is no occupation so lowly tliat I will not

undertake."

KKPi.y.

"\m, Bo7id Street,

"2'Jrd March 1829.

«Mt Dkar Sir,

" 1 return you my warmest tlianks for the handsome

manner in which you have volunteered your services; but iiiv

arrangements are finally made; and 1 regret that it is there-

fore out of my power to accept tlu in. I am grateful for

your kind wishes of success ; ami I pray you to believe me

very truly

" Yours,

" John Ross."

•« To Captain Floppner, R. N."

Captain Ross, however, naturally enough preferred, even

to this most disinterested offer, that liis own nephew should

accompany him. He then at once, all the preliminary ar-

rangements having been made, proceeded to Liverpool, where

he purchased the Vicloiy, which was fitted up with engines

of peculiar construciion, so made as to take up the least pos-

sible space- Some more time was 9[)ent in the preparations,

and at length, on Saturday, the 23rd of May, 1829, the Vic-

tort/ sailed from Woolwich, on its voyage to the North Seai.

The following are the names of the crew of the Victory, as

he left this country ;

—
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Captain Jolin Ross, • • 1st. in Command.
Commander James Clarke Ross,« • • • 2nd. in Command
Mr. Thom, Purser.

Mr. George M'Diarmid, -• • • Surgeon.

William Light • Steward.

Thomas Blanky, Mate.

Richard Wall, and Anthony Buck, Seamen.

A Ilan M'Innes, • • Second engineer.

James Marslin, Armourer.

John Park, Joseph Curtis, John! ^
,,, ,

' y Seamen.
Wood, J

Robert Shrewe, Carpenter's Mate.

Henry Ay re, .. •.••.• .•.• Cook.

'J'liomas Aberncthie, • • . • .... . . . . Mate.

Clumham Thomas, Carpenter.

Geoge Taylor, Mate.

Alexander Brunton, • . « First engineer.

Barney Lackey, Landman.

David Wood, • Seaman,

James Dixon, and George Baxter, • • Landmen.

The following letter was written by Captain Ross to Cap-

tain the Hon. George Klliott, C. B., chief secretary to the

Admiralty, and dated on board the Isabella of Hull, Baffin's

Bay, September 1833.

" On hoard the IsaheUa (>/' Hull,

Ba[fin's Bay, September 1833.

" Sir,

" Knowing liow deeply my Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty are interested in the advancement of natural

knowledge, and particularly in the improvement of geography,

I have to acquaint you, for the information of their Lord-

ships, that the expedition, the main object of which is to

solve, if possible, the question of a N.W. passage from the

Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, particularly by Prince Regent's

Inlet, and which sailed from England in May, 18Ji9, notwiili-

staniiing the loss of the foremast and other untoward circiiin-
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Stances wliicli obliged the vessc'l to refit in Grcenlatid, reached

(ho lioach on which His Majesty's late ship Fury's stores

were laiukcl, on the 13th of August.

" We found the Ixjnta, provisions, &c., in excellent con-

dilion, hot lio vostig-c of the wreck. After completing our

fuel and other necessaries, we sailed on the 14th, and on tlio

Tollowing morning rounded Cape Garry, where our nr\v dis-

eoveries coiuminiced, and keeping the western sliore close on

hoard, ran down the coast in a S.W. by W. course, in from

ten to twenty fallioni.s, until we had j)assed the lat. of/^' N.,

in long. 9'i° W.; here we found a considerable iidit lead'uig

to the westward, the examination of whii h (jccupied iwo

(lavs; at this place we were (irst seriously ohsiructeil by ice,

which was now sure (seen) to extend from the South Cape

<!!' the inlet in a solid mass round by S, and E. to E.N.F,

()\\iiig to this circnnistanee, the shallowness of tlie water, the

uipit.'ity of the tide, the tempestuous weather, the irregularity

nt' ill • coast, and the numrrous inlets and locks for which it

1m re uarkable, our pn .;'iess was no less ilangcrmis than

udio.is
;
yet we succeeded in penetrating into the lat. (if

70" X. in long. i)i2" W. when the land after having carried

us as fur E. as 90 , took a decided westerly diieclioii;

while land, at the distance of forty miles to southward, wiis

..een Ireiidiiig east and west. At this extreme point our pro-

gress was arrested, on the 1st of Oct(jber, by an impenctrahli;

barrier of ice. We, however, fouud an excellcnf wiiilciiug

port, which we named Felix Harbour.

" Early in January, 1830, wc had tlic gcHul fortune to

establisi) a friendly intercourse with u most interesting assn-

cfation of natives, who being msulated by nature, liad nevir

before commu'iicated with strangers: from tiieni we gradual-

ly obtained the important information that we had already

seen the continent of America ; that, alwut forty miles to the

S.^V. there were two great seas, one to the west, which w;i5

divided trom that to the east by a narrow strait or neck of h ml.

'I'he verilicalKJU of this intclligeiK e, either way, on wl ich

our future operations so materially depended, eievolveil on
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('ommandci" Ross, who volunteered this service early in April,

and accompanied by one of the mates and guided by two of

the natives, proceeded to the spot and found tliat the north

l.uiil was connected to the south by two ridges of higii land,

fil'teeii miles in breadth ; but taking into account a ciiaiii ui'

I'nsli water lakes which occupied the valleys beHveeii, the ilry

I iiui, which actually separates the two oceans, is only five

miles. 'I'his cxtraonlinary isthmus was subsequently visitid

')v myself, when Commander Ross proceeued minutely to

Mirvey the sea coast to the southward of the isthmus, leading

o the westward, which lie succeeded in tracing to the 99", or to

1)0 miles of Cape Turnagain of Franklin, t') which point the

kiiul after leading him into the TO" of N. 1-it. trended direct-

ly : (luring the same journey he also surveyed 30 n)ilcs of the

adjacent coast, or that to the north of the isthmus, winch, by

also taking a westerly direction, formed the termination of the

w( stern sea into a gulf. The rest of this season was employ.

I'd in tracing the sea coast of the isthmus leading to the east-

ward, which was done so as to leave no doubt that it joined,

as the natives had previously informed us, to Ackullce and the

land forming Repulse Bay. It was also determined that there

was no passage to the westward for thirty miles to the north-

wanl of cur position.

"This summer, like that of 1818, was beautifully fine, but

extremely unfavourable for navigation ; and our object being

now to try a more northern latitude, we waited with anxiety

for the disruption of the ice, but in vain, and our utmost en-

deavours did not succeed in retracing our steps more than five

miles; audit was not until the middle of November that

we succeeded m cutting the vessel into a place of security,

which we named ' Sheriffs Harbour.' I may here mention

that we named the newly discovered continent to the south-

ward, • Boothia,' as also the isthmus, the peninsula to the

north, and the eastern sea, after my worthy friend l'"clix

liooth, E?q., the truly patriotic ciliaen of London, who in the

iiosi disinterested manner enabled me to equip this expedition

Ml a fU|)erior style.
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" The last winter was in temperature nearly cciual to ilu

7)ipan of what had been experienced on the tour |)rcceilii);^

v(»vages : but tlic winters of 1830 and 1831 set in with a

de<rrec of violence hitherto beyond record, the therinometcr

Kaiik to 92° below the freezing point, and the averatre of llic

year was 10" below the preceding ; but notwitlistanding tlic

severity of the summer, we travelled across the country to

the west sea, by a chain of lakes, thirty miles north of tlio

isthmus, when Commander Ross succeeded in surveying fif'iy

miles more of the coast leading to the i.orth-west; and hy

tracing this shore to tiie northward of our positioi!, it was also

fully proved that there could be no passage below the 71st

degree.

" This autumn we succeeded in getting the vessel only

fourteen miles to the north-ward, and as we had not doubled

the Ea-;tern Cape, all hopes of saving the ship were at an

end, and put (|uite beyond possibility by another very severe

winter; and having only provisions to last us to June 183^.

dispositions were accordingly made to leave the ship in her

present port, which (after her) was named • Victory Harbour.'

Trovisions and fuel being carried forward in the spring, we

lift tlie ship on the 29th of May, 1832, for Fury Beach, beiiip

tile only e'laiiec left of saving our lives. Owing to the very

riiggeil nature of the ice, we were obliged to keep either upon

or close to the iand, making the circuit of every bay, thus in-

creasing our distance of two hundred miles by nearly one

half, and it was not until the 1st of July that we reacheil tlic

beach, completely exhausted by hunger and fatigue.

" A hut was speedily constructed, and the boats, three of

which had been washed of'" the beach, but piovitlentially

driven on shore ^gain, were repaired during this month;

but the unusual heavy appearance of the ice afforded us no

cheering prospect until the 1st of August^ when in three

boats we reac'hei'. the ill-fated spot where the I'ury was flr^t

<lr>ven on shore, and it was not until the 1st of Septeinhii vn

reached Leopold South Island, now establisheil to he ilic

north cast point of America, ui lat. 93" 50', and long. 7(' W-
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From the summit of the lofty mnimtain on ilie promonlorv,

we could see Pnnce Regent's Inlet, Barr )w's Strait, and Lnii-

caster Sound, which presented one impenetrable mass f)f' ici,

just as I had seen it in 1818 ; liere we remained in a state ol

anxiety and suspense which may be easier imagined than de-

sciihed. All our attempts to push througli were vain. At

length, being forced by want of provisions, and the approach

of a most severe winter, to return to Fury Beach, where alone

there remained wherewith to sustain life, we arrived there on

the 7th of October, after a most fatiguing and laborious march,

liaving been obliged to leave our boats at Batty Bay. Om
habitation, which consisted of a frame of spars, thirty-two

fi'et by sixteen, covered with canvass, was, during the month

of November, inclosed, and the roof covered with snow from

four to seven feet thick, which being saturated with water

wiicn the temperature was 15 degrees below zero, immedi/ite-

ly took the consistency of ice, and thus we actually became the

iiiliabitatits of an iceberg during one of the i.iost severe winters

hitherto recorded ; our sufferings, aggravated by want of bed-

ding, clothing, and animal food, need not be dwelt upon. Mr.

C. Thomas, the carpenter, was the only man who perished at

the bcaeli, but three others, besides one who had lost his foot,

were reduced to the last stage of debility, and only thirteen of

our number were able to carry provisions, in severe journeys

of sixty-two miles each to Batty Bay. We left Fury Beach

on the 8ih of July, carrying with us three sick men, who
were umible to walk, and in six days we reached the boats,

where the sick daily recovered. Alihough the spring was

iriijil, it was not until the 1 jth of August that we had any

clieoring pros|iect. A gale f-om the westward having sud-

denly opened a lane of water along shore, in two days we

reaehcd om- foruier |)osition, and from the mountain we had

the salislaetion ot' seeing clear watir uhnost directly across

I'rince Regent's Inlet, which we cdssed on the 17tl), and

took >helter from a storm twelve mile-> to the eastward of Cape

York. Next day, when the fjae abated, we crossed Ad-

liiirally Inlet, and were d< (aiued six days on the co>ii>t by
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a strong north-east wind. On tlic G5tli we crossed Navy

Board Inlet, and on the following morning, to our inexpres-

sible joy, we descrie ' '» ship in the offing, becalmed, whicli

proved to be the Isabella of Hull, the same ship wliicli I

commanded in 1818: at noon we reached her, when lierentLr-

prising commander, who had in vain searched for ns in Prinic

Regent's Inlet, after giving us three cheers, received us wiili

every demonstration of kindness and hospitality wliich liini';i-

nity could dictate. I ought to miiuion also, that Mr. Hum-

phries, by landing me at Possession Bay, and subsequently on

the west coast of Baffin's Bay, afforded me an excellent oppor-

tunity of concluding my survey, and of verifying my former

chart of that coast.

•' I have now the pleasing duty of calling the attention ol

their lordships to the merits of Conmiander Rt.iis, who w.is

second in command in the direction of this expedition, 'riu)

labours of this officer, who iiad the departments of'astronuniN,

natural historv, and surveying, will speak for tiiuinselvcs iii

language beyond the ability of my pen; but they will be dniv

appreciated by their lordships and the learned bodies of whicii

lie is a member, and who are already well acquainted with ins

acquirements,

" My steady and faitiiful friend, Mr. William Thorn of tli(>

Royal Navy, who was formerly with me in the hahelln, besides

his duty ;i^ third in command, took cliarge of tin; meteorolo-

gical journal, and tlie distribution and economy of provisions

;

and vo his judicious plans and suggestions must be altribuldi

the uncommon degree of iiealth which our crew enjoyed ; aiul

a> two out of three who died during the four and a half years

wvA* .*t (»tt' early in till voyage by diseases not pjcuiiar ti)

(he ct^WfM", onl\ one man can be said to have perished.

" .Nil' M'Diarmid, the surgeon, who had been .severnl

voyages to these regions, did justice to the high recommenda-

tion I received of linn : he was successful in every ampiitalion

and operation which he performed, and woiulertully so in his

treatment of llie sick ; and 1 have no lle^itaIion in adding,

that lie would be an oniamenl to liis Maji ly's service.
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<• CommaiuliT Ross, Mr. Thorn, ami myself, have indeed

hnii serving without pay, but in common with the crew have

liist our all, which I regret the more, because it puts it totally

out of my power adequately to remunerate my fellow-suffbreis,

wliose case I canuot but recommend for their lordships' con-

siilcnitioii.

" We have, however, the consolation, tiiat the results of

this expedition have been conclusive, and to science highly

important, and may be briefly comprehended in the following

words: the discovery of the Gulf of Boothia, the Continent

aiiil Isthmus of Boothia I'elix, and a vast number of islands,

livois, and lakes ; the undeniable establishment that the

noiili-Lastern point of America extends to the 74th degree of

iiortli latitude; valuable observations of every kind, but par-

tuuhuly on the magnet; ar.d, to crown ail, we have had the

i,>MK(Lir of placing the illustrious name of our most gracious

Sovereign William the Foiu'th on the true position of the

iiKif^iielic polo.

" 1 cannot couchuie this letter, sir, without acknowledging

the important advantages we obtained from the valuable pub-

JKalions of Sir F.dward I'arry and Sir John Franklin, and the

ediiiiiKUiR'alions kindly nuuie to us by those distinguished ofli-

cers before' our dejiartinv tVoiu I'.ngland.

" Hut the glorv <if tins enterprise is entirely due to Him
whose divine favour has been most especially manifested to-

wards us, who guided and directed all our steps, who merci-

tiillv provided efl'ectuai means lor our preservation, and who,

even alter the deviees and inventions of man had utterly

(ailed, crowned our liunblu endeavours with complete success

" I have the honour to be, Sec,

"John Ross, Captain R.X.''

This statement is inily modest, plain, simple, and afl'ecting;

niid its assertions, acevrding to the report of the Parliamentary

Cunmiltee, ;ire fidly iionlirnied, as far as they have been examin-

ed hy the evidence whieli apjiciui'd before them ; and is sup-

purled b\ the opinions of Ca|)tain Beaufort, hydrographer to

1'. V.;5 7. 5U
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the Admiralty ; of Mr. Cliildrni, one of the secretaricK iil'ilic

Hoyal Society, and of Professor Barlow, who has madt! tln(

ntnuiiL'lic variations his parliciilar stuily.

/Mler inspeiting several vessels, Captain Koss finally pur-

chased the Victory, which was orifriiially a Liverpool tiiidi'i-,

and in March 182!) she was taken into Mr. Fletcher's dock nt

Liineimuse, in order thai she niii;hl undergo such altenitioiis

anil repaii-s as were c()n>^idereil in cessary. It heing the detrr-

miniilioii nl' (','iptain Koss that his vessel should conibiiie ;jie

advaiilaj^res ol'iliani power with tliat of a saiiino- vessel, hoil-

ers for thai j)urpose were erected occupying so small a space

that they were fixed between the engines ; the coiisuui|itiim

of fuel was one half, and the weiuhl of the engines one foiirlli

of tJKise geiuially in use. It was also so constructed tlmt a

ehinmev could ho dispensed with, leaving the deck, masts ami

j-i<roii)£; wIhjIIv unincumbered.

On the a:3id of May 1829 the \'ictory left Limeliousc,

and sailed down the river. At DeptfonI several useful nrli-

ules from His Majesty's dock yard, were jmt on board, which

it was thougiit would prove conducive to the health and com-

I'ort of the crew when they arrived in more northern latituili.<.

At Woolwich the crew were paid their wages in advance, and

the vessel proceeded down the river amidst the acclamations

of multitudes. The \\eather was calm and serene, and tlie

colours fluttered in the breeze : they were the handy work

of a lady who was an ardent admirer of the spirited conduct

of Captain Ross. At this place they received from His Ma-

jesty 's dock yard, a fine lauiidi and two boats, which hail been

out with Captain Franklin, together with all their stores.

At Gravescnd they took a pilot on hoard ; and, at Margaii

Sherifl' Booth and other friends who had come down were piil

on 'jliore, and bade a final farewell to their gallant frieiul-.

after wishing tliein a prosperous voyage, and happy return to

their native land.

On the 'ijtli the Victory passed the roriland lights, mak-

ing but slow progress. On the ,'3rd of June, they passed

Holyhead, but the engine [iroving defective, they put inli!
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i)ort Douglas in the Isle of Man, where Captain IJoss went

on shore, antl tlie vessel was quickly crowded uiih vi-ih rs ;

t';ii)liiin Hoss ami Commander James lloss, wer:; invited to

iliiif with the governor, and they remained here until the 7tii,

when they made sail for Port Logan in North Britain.

On the 8lh of June a serious accident happened to William

1 lardy llie stoker, whose arm was nearly torn off' by one of the

spur wheiU, and which rendered amputation necessary. He
was sent on shore to Captain Ross's house at Stanracr. It

was afterwards tuuid necessary for him to undergo the pain-

I'lil operation of am])utation a second time.

It was the plan of Captain Ross that a second vessel, laden

wiili certain stores which might he necessary, should accom-

pany him as far as a certain latitude, and then shipping the

>ti)res on board the \'ict()ry, she shoidd act as a trading

visM'!, procure a cargo of oil or other conuiiodities, and

ntiirii home. I'm this purpose he engaged a vessel called

iliL' John, anil which accompanied him thus far on his voy-

age. The season however was now so far advanced that

till' prospect of their deriving any advantage from the whale

fllu'iy was very dubious ; a suspicion therefore arose, in the

iniiids of the crew of the John, that to them it would be an

liiiproiluctive, and perhaps also a very hazardous voyage; in-

a^niiuh as the John was not eijuipped in such a manner as to

((intend with many of the difficulties which ships may expect

Id meet with if they remain at a late part of the season in

tliiise dangerous seas, among fields of ice, and without pos-

sessing a sufficient portion of those things necessary for I hem
to iiicel the rigour of the climate. Under these impressions

III' mind, the crew of the John desired Cu[)tain lloss to enter

into an engagement not to recpiire them to sail beyond a cer-

tain latitude. 'l"o these requisitions Captain Hoss objected,

and the crew of the John refused to proceed on their voyage.

I'luler this state of embarrassment, Captain lloss encjuired of

llie crew of the Victory if they were willing to proceed, and

was happilv relieved from his anxiety, by a ready assent In. in

every man on board. Every exertion was now made lo ic-
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move till' stores I'rom the •John, and wliicli liaviiig bucii cll'ni-

•'(I, on the 13tli they pnweeded on their intended voyiige.

'I'lic '24lli being Captain Ross's birthday, one of tlie l)ii,.

focks WHS killed, and un extra allowance of grog issued to

M)nimeinorate the event. A number of birds were now seen

which indicated their approacli to land. On the 28th Iwimr

Sunday, the crew attended divine service, a practice wliiih

Cajjtain lloss continued to adopt whenever the weather and

the duties of the service permitted. On the 1st of Julv a

suit of warm clothing was issued to each of the crew, togitlur

with such other necessaries as would be required for tluir

])iolcction against the inclemency of the climate, which now it

was to be expected they would sliortly iiave to contend with.

On the Bth of July the first land was seen, and many Imds

were seen of different kinds, many of wliicii were shot by the

crew ; several fish were seen on the 9th, and on the ]Otli the

provisions which had been removed from the John to tlic

launch were taken out, fiom a fear, that as they were jiji-

j)roacliing the ice, some accident might occur by which tiu'

stores might be lost.

On the l."tli the first ice-berg was seen. The land l)eii)" in

sight, a boat wr.s sent out for the purpose of loading her with

ice, as they wen; not only very short of water, but it was iilsu

iLfjuired for the steam engine. A cargo of ice was accordiiii;-

ly obtained, aitd every effort used to urge the vessel on her

way ; a fair wind springing up, all sail was set, a brig w;is

seen standing in for the land ; a number of whales were also

seen, one of which came so near the ship that it was firii!

at, but the shot did not appear to have taken effect.

The steam engine appears, through the whole of the voy-

age, to have been very defective in its operations. On the

17th, some of the apparatus suddeidy gave way, anil on ex-

amining where the defect lay, it was ascertained that two of the

pipes in the fore and aft boiler had burst. C'^ptain Koss, the

engineers, and the armourers were up all night to repair the

ilamage, and water was aiterwards pumped into them to try

their capability, but they were found as useless as ever. A
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iiinnlxr <)(' wlialcs were seon at a distance, j/layiiijj about .1

l,irj;o iic-lifrp, apparently l>y their nuitions in search of tlieir

pivy, ami fishing lines were put overboard, by which several

lialihut anil cod were caught.

On the 23rd the sliip was close in with Wylic Ford, and

tint a boat on shore to hwk for a harbour. At three o'clock

Connnander James Iloss returned, and took the ship into an

txirlltnl harbour, and made her fast to the rocks in three

tatlioms water.

'I'lie (Jovcrnor of the place, and the minister came on board

l() vl-it the Captain on the following day, and took breakfast

Hiili them ; Commander James Iloss afterwards accompanied

lilt' party to land. Tliey here learneil that one of the Green-

l;iiiil fishing vessels, named the llockwood, lay a wreck in-

siile the harbour ; and Captain Iloss being in want of many
things with which he could be supplied from the wreck of this

vessel, he entered into a negotiation with the governor for the

purchase of the stores of this vessel. 'I'he terms being agreed

to, the Victory was taken to the place where the Rock\7ood

1.1 V, for the more convenient and speedy shipment of her

hlores.

On the 25tli a few Esquimaux came on board and exchang-

ed a variety of articles for skins and warm clothing ; they

also procured a quantity of warm clothing from the governor,

villi whom Captain Ross and his nephew dined. On the

Idllowing day, all things being prepared, the vessel shipped

liir anchor and got under way. T'le governor and the niin-

i icr of the place accompanied the v.ssel out of the harbour,

wlicn lliey took their leave, gi' ii)'^ the Victory three cheers,

«iiicli were returned by the Victory with a salute by three

On the 27th the second hullock was killed, it becoming ne-

ary in consequence of .lie shortness of food, calculated tor

ts support, and fror,; rlic ^verity of the weather, which in all

pi()l)al)ilily would have occasioned its death. On this day

Wood, one of the seamen, had the misfortune to break his leg

ris he was getting into the boat and while the ship was hove to

CL'h
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ill order to get him on board, the fore-top mast was carried away.

Fortunately they liad obtained another fore-top mast from tlie

wreck of tlie Rock wood, and clearing the other away, soon sup-

plied its place.

On the 28th they made the island of Disco, and on the

following day, steering a N.N.W. course, they kept a look

nut for Lancaster Sound. On the same evening a cask

was picked up marked Jane, which it was supposed belonged

to a vessel of that name which had been lost. Tiie weather

was now remarkably fine, and although the Victory was now

in the same latitude and longitude as that wherein the Hecla

and the I'ury were beset in the ice, yet as far as the eye could

reach, the sea appeared to be perfectly clear of ice.

On the .31st the west land of Davis's Straits was seen, and

the ship sailed with a fine fair wind, but it afterwards becom-

ing calm, the steam was got up. One of the boilers however

proved leaky ; notwithsfanding which the lire was kept in all

night, though the attempt was of little use, for although im

impediment presented itself by the ice to the free navigation

of the vessel, the rate of progress did not exceed two knots

an hour; indeed the engine was so continually in fault from

different circumstances that no progress could be made witli

it.

On the 10th of August they entered Prince Regent's Inlet,

and on the following day came in sight of Prince Leopold's

Islands. On the evening of the 12th they had a view of the

place where the Fury was abandoned. The ship now stood in

for the land, a boat sounding a-head of the ship all the way

until they arrived at the Fury's stores. All the oflficers of the

ship went on shore, but no vestige of the Fury remained. On
examining the stores which hail been left bj' the Fury they

were found to be in sound condition, and this put the crew of

the Victory in high spirits, and they humorously styled iheir

present situation the North Pole Victualling Yard. 'liny

were I'urniFhcd with a good supper from the preserved meats

whicli were found on the beach, aud declared them to be in

most excellent condition. All hands were now set to work to
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roinovo some of the stores or, board tlie Victory, and she was

as it might be said re-victualled from the present resources.

Four years had intervened since the Fury was abandoiK (I,

luin^ wliich period the stores had been lying on the beacli

oxpost'd to the severity of four polar winters. Notwithstand-

ir'jT these circumstances, all was in excellent condition, except-

iiij^ t le bread, which was partially spoiled, being musty where

ilii' wciither had penetrated, but towards the middle of the

•asks it was in good condition.

Having thus replenished the stores of the Victory from

tiic'so resources, she left Fury Point, sailing along land wliicli

li.i.l not been discovered. On the IGtIi they came to an is-

land, which being beyond the latitude to which Captain

Parry had sailed, and consequently now first discovered,

the (illlcers went on shore and took formal possession of the

country for his Majesty King George: the silk colours were

lioisted, three cheers were given, and tiie whole of the crew

iTinaining on board answered the cheers. The latitude of liie

island was 71*^ north.

On the 18lh, while sailing a'Jiong loose ice, a young whale

came and played around the ship, when one of the seamen

Mnick her with a lance, but there being no line to the lance

she jjlunged away and escaped. While sailing through the

ice it was evident tiiat the strain on the vessel was almost more

than she could bear, but it was only by carrying a press of

sail that she could now make her way through the ice, and the

choice of evils alone was left, either to run the chance of car-

I ving away some of the masts and rigging, or to suffer the

ship to be beset in the ice and the season was fast closing up-

iMi them. 'I'wo bears were seen on the ice, one of which was

SLVLiely wounded, but it got away. Several whales also were

8L-eii, hut at too great a distance to be attacked.

On the 15lh of September the approach of winter was an-

iiouiKcd by a fall of snow ; the prospect was dreary and coulil

not he looked at but with some measure of cheerless eonc.rn.

'I'liey had not however met with any impenetrable barrier to
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llieir progress, and two circumstances of peculiar good fortune

had attended them ; the first was the possession of the stores

of the Rock wood, and the other, that of finding the provi-

sions of the Fury in such excellent condition. A great par'

of the Fury's stores still remained untouched on the beach,

so that in case of necessity they had only to return to that

spot and they would obtain the supply they might be in want of.

At this time the ship was surrounded by closely packed ice

and was moored to an ice-berg. On the morning of the I8tli

one of tiie bergs got afloat, and tlicy were obliged to moor

the ship afresh. Captain Uoss and his nephew went on shore,

and ascended a high hill to take a more particular view of their

situation. The sea appeared open before them as far as the

eye could reach ; but the ship lay tossing at the edge of the

floe without any prospect of being liberated at present, the

joe forming a complete blockade. It was determined there-

fore to attempt sawing a passage through the ice. This at-

tempt was immediately put into practice, and by noon they

had sawn nearly to the .ship, and she was now held only by

a small floe which was attached to the ground ice. The ship

was then made fast to a berg which was moving to the N.E.

by a five inch hawser ; but this attempt was unsuccessful and

broke. After this all hands were turned out with axes and

handspikes, which fortunately accomplished th<jir purpose. Tiie

ship was immediately got under weigh, and before night they

sailed ten miles.

On the 27th it blew very hard from the north, but the situ-

ation of the ship protected her in a great degree. It now be-

gan "o occupy their attention where they should take uji

their winter quarters. It was on the 28th of September, 16'2I,

that Captain Parry went into Port Bowen with the Iltclannd

Fury, and did not leave it until the 26th of July following.

It was very reasonable therefcie to suppose that their labours

were fast drawing to a close for this season ; Captain Uoss ami

Commander James Ross, set out to discover a proper harbour

for the winter, but returned unsuccessful. They .^aw the im*
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piTSsion of tlio feet of several animals, among others lliat of a

licar wliich measured tliiiteen inches and a half in breadth and

(ourtccn inches and a half in lengdi. But tiiat which afToriled

tlu'in the most satisfaction, were the remains of an Esquimaux

hut which had been recently built, and which cheered them

with the hope that a tribe of those people were residing some-

where near, and that the ship's company might have inter-

course with them during the winter. The day following, as

Commander James Ross and the surgeon were exploring the

country, they observed a traj) which had been very lately

made for the capture of some of the animals, and this con-

finiud them in the conviction that some of the native inha-

hitants were not far distant.

I'lom the state of the weather, it began to be evident lliat

their winter quarters was the place of their present destina-

tion. They had now been five days in their present position,

which was about seven miles from the land, and the ice had

considerably increased in thickness. The aurora borealis were

now very prevalent, and increased in nund)cr and brilliancy

as the season advanced, forming a splendid arch over the hea-

vens, and running into each other with inconceivable velocity.

The internal motion appears as a sudden glow, bursting forth

in various parts of the arch somewhat like the ignition of

combustible matter. Some of these streams of light are in

soft lines like rays, others are waving and in all sorts of irre-

gular figures, and have in consequence obtained the name of

the merry dancers.

The aurora borealis begins to appear in October, and con-

tnuit's till May, but are strongest from November till March,

continually succeeding each other, sometimes for several days,

and at other times only appearing for a few minutes.

They now commenced dismantling the ship and fitting up
tiieir winter quarters. All the sails were unbent, and she was

literally stripped. An accident happened to one of the men,

as they were taking the engine to pieces, which confined him
i<> his hammock and th piived the party of his services. On
taking an account of ir stores, it was found that they had

r. V. 88. 5 X
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tliirty moiidis' provisions on lioaiil, and eiglitcon chaklrons of

coke and coals, Tlu' small quantity of the latter made it cvi-

ijcnt that the engine could not be niucli longer used, even if it

could be fitted together again after having been taken to

pieces. On the 1 tth of October there was a heavy fall of

snow, which interrupted the crew in their operations.

By this time the berth for the sliip's company was complet-

ed ; but when compared with tlic accommodations provided

for the llc<;la in her voyage, they were of a very inferior cha-

racter, 'ilie heaviest parts of the engine were conveyed on

shore, but in attempting to get the boilers up the hatchway,

they were found too large to pass. To suffer tliem to remain on

board would be occupying a space wliich could not be spared.

and as no alternative remained they were cut >nto halves.

During intervals of cessation from labour, the crew occupied

themselves in settmg traps to catch the different animals, the

skins of which served them for clothing.

The time of the crew was now occupied in making the

ship as comfortable as possible. The steward ''j t oom was ti-

moved and a communication formed fvcn^. the cabin to the

ship's company's berth, whereby any of the seamen might

converse with the officers without going upon deck. The

housing and banking up the ship with snow, continued to oc-

cupy the time of the seamen, but the wind blowing a heavy

gale with storms of snow, they were often interrupted in their

labour from the severity of the season, till at length their ope-

rations for securing the ship in Felix harbour ceased.

Strong gales came on in November, and the crew took that

exercise on deck which was needful to preserve their health.

From the heat which was kept up between decks the snow pe-

netrated the boards, and to prevent this a layer of gravel was

placed between the snow and the upper deck.

Notwithstanding the rigour of the season, the officers went

out with guns in search of game and killed several grouse, some

ptarmigans, a kittiwake gull, and several other birds.

On the 12th of November an accident occurred by tlie
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lucaking of the ice in a niaimcT quite unexpected, which had

like to have been of serious conhcquence. A number of aiti-

tlc'S whicli were intended to be taken on sliore, were hoisted

out of the ship and laid upon the ice, which it was presumed

was suflicicntly able to bear the wciglit of the articles laid upon

It. A gale had been blowing from the west, but no oneenter-

tiiincd an idea that it would affect the capability of the ice to

sustain what had been placed on it ; but presently the ice

uave a sudden shock, and the water came pouring through,

iivii whelming the various articles which were to be conveyed

(HI sliore. Great anxiety and concern filled every breast lest

the articles should be lost, or become frozen into the ice. An
aaidont like this had never occurred during any of the pre-

ceding voyages ; but on this occasion they fortunately recover-

1(1 ninuist tlio whole of the articles from their perilous situa-

tion and conveyed them safe to land.

On the following day the sun took his final departure for

the season, and no more a[)pearcd al)ove the horizon. All now
appeared bleak and dreary, and the only living creatures to be

seen were the crew and their dogs. It is almost incredible at

what a distance two persons might now hold converse with each

other; in a common tone of voice it could be heard at a dis-

tance of more than a mile. A sea unicorn was ^cen at a short

distance, and ihieenf theeiew contrived to approach it within

gun-shot, and tiring altogether killed it. This was the first of

the kind they had seen, and on conveying it on board they mea-

sured it and found it to be twenty-two feet long and twelve

liet round. The tusk was entire. This creature swims with

great swiftness, but like other cestaceous animals cannot con-

tinue long under water. It is a formidable enemy to the

"hale, and the tusk is highly prized. 'Ihe throne of the

king of Denmark is surrounded with rows of these horns;

ami SIX hundred thousand dollars were given by a German
prince for a single horn.

Oil the 3()th of November the officers went on a ohooting

excuraion, but were not very successiiil, as they only killed

one bird. The crew had been some time iinployed in form-
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ing a wall of snow on the south side oftlic ship, so ilwit ilie

interval between the wall and the ship, was occupied l)y tin.

crew in taking bodily exercise.

An observatory, which had been for some time erectiiifron

an adjoining hill, was completed on the 9th of J)cciiiiliir.

The men cut out large square slabs of snow, which tiny

worked off in a very neat manner, and when placed in tiic

order necessary, it liad all the appearance of a handsdiiiu

piece of masonry. At this place Captain Ilois and Com-

mander James Ross usually passed the morning when ilie

weather would permit.

The year was now drawing to a close ; Chrislnias day \v;is

at hand, and it was resolved to spend it after the custom (jf

their friends at home, and that roast beef and pliunb |)U(l(liiii;

should adorn their festive board. With a view also that ganu'

should form one of the appendages, the officers went out on a

sliooting expedition on the Slth ; lliey only saw however two

hares, and missed killing either of them.

Nearly five years had now elapsed, since the stores of the

Fury were placed on the beach, and no doubt those who

placed them tliere little expected that they would become liic

source of a Christmas festival, at a period so distant ; but so

it was, and roast beet and plum pudding were piominent

dishes on the present occasion ; a pie made of the preserved

meats also graced the festive board, and to all tiiis was added

three half-pints of rum to each mess.

On the 27th, it being Sunday, divine service was perform-

ed ; and in the course of the day, a school liaving been esta-

blished, the several pupils were examined as to their profici-

ency in the acquirements of reading correctly.

The new year commenced with weather extremely niilil

for the season, and an extra allowance of grog and of pre-

served meats were issued out to the crew, who passed the day

in a cheerful manner, drinking the healths of their distant

friends, and success to their own efforts in search of a north-

west passage.

A brass gun which bclo' -td to liie I'ury was couvrytd to



M thiit the

L'd l)y lilt

erecting on

J)L'ci'inl)(f.

whicli lliiy

,ced in tlie

liandsoiMe

iuul Coui-

wlicii liio

as (lay was

L' custDni <il

il) piulilnig

) tliat game

nt out on a

owevcr two

ores 'jf tlie

it those wlio

become tlic

ant ; but so

! prominent

e preserved

is was added

as perform-

r been esta-

tiieir profici-

tremely mild

and of prc-

issed the day

their distant

;h of a nortli-

11

j convt'ycd to





TO THE NORTH I'Ol.i;, 889

the ti)|> of ail ndjoiniiifj liill, for the purpose of trying the

vilin'ily <»1 HDUiid ; niid the firiiij^ oil' of ihcir pitve, led to

iliiii- luioniing iuijuaiiitid witli a tiibc of native residents, at

tills time in tlic neigh Ijoiuhood. On tin" 9lli of January one

of tiie eri'w gave imliee that he liearil tlic soiitid of many

strange voices, and sliorlly after tlicre appeared on th ' "aeli,

stvi'ial E.-(|uimaux, armed with bows and arrow ; lull al-

thougli lliey were thus arnicil, they did not place tlnnif^elves

ill an hostile attitude, but on tlie contrary evii,'- il a iVimdly

ilisp^)s.ition. Connnander James Hoss and the surgeon were

jhc.ent on this (/ccasion, and after some llttli- j)ailev in iiiier

to increase their confidence, the oflicers jilacid their guns on

tile ice. In the, midst of this parly of Ei^tpiimaux, stood an

apparenlly infirm old man, extremely feeble, who was brought

f'urwaru now by his party. A good understanding was very

quickly established among them, and the whole party ad-

vanced towards the ship.

This party had built their liuls about three miles from the

ship, and appeared to consist of about thirty persons. Some

of them were taken down into the cabin by Captain Ross, and

some were amused by listening to the fiddle. Cut off from

all intercourse with other nations, there appears a sociability

of character which forms a striking contrast to that of other

untivilizcd people, and there is a spirit of contentment to be

found amongst them, perhaps not to be equalled in any other

class of mankind whatever. Seated in his snow-built, smoky

dwelling lie feels no inconvenience from the absence of fea-

ther beds, warm woollen blankets, or handsome carpets. He
seems to enjoy his fooii, which is most re|)ulsive in its appear-

ance to the Euro|)ean, and blood, and raw and filthy portions

of fish are devoured by him in (juanlitiis that astonish the

tibserver. They use ii.iniensely long whips, which arc made
of the hides of the animals they kill, and are neatly plaited ;

the thongs are of the thickness of the thumb, tapering off

gradually, and terminating with a single lash. In the even-

ing they returned to iheir huts, and Captain Koss, and Com-
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niaiuicr James Ross iuconipanicd tliem for nearly two miles

and llicn parted fVorn tliem on llic most friendly terms.

On llic following day llic oIKeers set out in search of the

Iiabitations of lluse people; they had not advanced far before

they met a parly of them, who returned with the officers to

their luils, and manifested every kind of attention towards

them. Captain Koss made them several presents, and the

Esquimaux sliewed their joy by jumping and shouting, and a

variety of gestures, 'i'liis appeared to be the place where

they tieposited their provisions for the winter supply. Rein-

deer and various other articles of food, had been stored up in

these places for several months past. Several of the Esqui-

maux returned with the officers to the ship, and two of them

were introduced into the cabin when the dinner was serv-

ed up, but no persuasions could prevail on tliem to become

partakers of any of the articles which were placed on the

table.

Two Esquimaux came to the ship on the 11th, one of

whom, named Tullooachiu, had but one leg, and was the son

of the old man who was of the party when they first dis-

covered the E^quinlaux. This young man had undergone

the ampulalion of the other leg, which was accomplished in

the following manner. The upper part of the leg was bt)untl

with thongs, anil the flesh stripped from the lower part with

their knives. The bone was then inserted in a hole in the ice

and snapped asunder; thej)artswerethensearedwith someliglit-

ed moss, after which nothing fi'rther was done to it. He was

introduced into the cabin, and a log was made for him by the

carpenter and placeil in its proper poailion. On observing

this he burst out into exclamations of joy. This ceremony

being completed. Commander James Ross laid before them a

piece of paper, and desired that they would mark the situa-

tion of the land, which they endeavoured to do, and every

thing ap{)eared favourable to the object of the expedition,

according to the lines which these people drew, and that

the ])arty had already seen the coast of America. 'I'lie

L&quimaux btated tliat about forty miles to the suutli-wcbt
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there was a neck ot" land wliicli diviclcil two great seas from

each otlier.

On tlic 12th !i party of Esquimaux came to the slup. and

being desired to draw a chart of tlie coast they dillcred

in no material degree, from that wliich had been drawn on a

former occasion. An accident occurred at this time to the

launch, by its getting completely under the ice, and it occu-

pied many hours before it could be liberated. The cold was

now very intense, being forty degrees below Zero. No com-

nnmication was had with the natives, and the crew were con-

fined to their usual operations on board. The armourer being

.asthmatic, the weather very materially affectcil him.

On the 20th Commander Jas.ies Ross went on an excursion

into the country and shot one grouse. On their way they visit-

ed the huts of the Esquimaux, but most of them were absent

on a seal excursion. The sun now appeared for the first time,

after an absence of fifty-two days. The spirits of the crew were

revived at this prospect of their being emancipated from their

long imprisonment in the ice, and they anticipated the time when

tliey should agaui hoist their sails in prosecution of their pro-

jected voyage of discovery. 'J'he Esquimaux with a wooden leg

at this time brought one of his countrymen, far advanced in

year.s, whom he described as well acquainted with the adjoin-

ing coasts. On (juestioning this man strong suspicions were

raised that he was only deceiving them, in the expectation of

receiving presents, and from his conduct in attempting to

steal a telescope, which he was compelled to return, and his

snl)si>(]uent conduct, he met with so little encouragement that

liv quitted the ship in much anger ; nu iv was afterwards as-

ccrtoined that he knew nothing respecting the situation of the

Ian',

The Esquimaux does not appear to make any profession of

".'iijifion, gross darkness covers his mind. The glad tidings of

salvation by faith in the atonement of Jesus Christ does not

apptiar as yet to have reached the ears of these people. Con-

jurors or jugglers under the name of Angckoks arc found

auiong them, who, when any are atSictcd, utter incantations,
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niid practise deceptions which they themselves afterwards ex.

plain according as it suits their own views and interest,

'i'o promote success in fisiiing or hunting, they also have

recourse to these Angckoks, who, after practising a variety

of absurdities in the dark or in a way hidden from the people,

assure their hearers of a successful issue to thtir future efforts,

and thus obtain presents (rom the deluded natives.

This day died Mr. James Marslin, the armourer, who had

Deen long most seriously afflicted with asthma. Fie died witlu

out a struggle. Previous to his death, Mr. Light, the stew-

ard, made bis will, leaving the whole of his property to his

near relatives. With nnieli exertion a grave was dug, and

his remains committed to the earth.

Four I'-sipiimaux who had never been to the ship before,

m.ide their appearance this day. They manifested the utmost

astonishment on being taken into the cabin, and their eyes

wandered from object to object with loud and extravagant

laughter and delight. One of them on seeing the reflection

of bis own face in the looking glass, stepped behind it, ex-

pecting to find the person it reflected, but being disappointed

he shook his head and ajiain advanced to obtain another sii;ht

of the object he sought for. Some of these Esquimaux were

as tall as five feet nine inches, while others did not rise higher

than four feet nine inches.

On Sunday the 24th the armourer was committed to the

grave. At half-past seven o'clock the crew were summoned

to breakfast, after which a part of the burial service was read.

The corpse, attended by the whole crew, was then conveycil

to the grave ; his hammock was his shroud, and his pillow a

piece of granite. The remainder of the burial service was

then .ead, in the course of which the body was deposited in

a grave only two feet and a half deep, wliich was afterwards

filled with gravel. The crew then returned to the ship, and

divine service was performed. In the after part of the d.iy

a party of Esquimaux came to the ship, among whom was

Tullooachiu on his wooden leg ; and so exj)ert anil ready was

he in the use of it, that he outstripped his companions in
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walking altliougli the road was often slippery and rugged.

After disposing of some of iheir dressLS for some trifling ai-

licles the Esquimaux took their departure. At d'H'erent

periods after these people visited the ship, particularly on the

Slst, when n considcrahle party eanie, and among others the

mother of Tullooaehiu, the Esquimaux with tlie wooden leg:

lier visit was oceasioncd by the particular desire she had to

see tiie individual who had rendered her son such essential

service, and the carpenter was no sooner pointed out to her

as that person than she threw lier arms around him, and

hegan rubbing noses with him, as a testimony of the strong

f'l'cliiigs of gratitude she felt towards him. At the usual hour,

this being the sabbath day, the crew were summoned to pray-

ers, the I'emale part of the n.ativcs being first dismissed, and

retinning to tlieir huts : After divine service the male part of

the visitors joined the sailors on the ice, playing with them at

(bol-hali, leap- frog and other sports. Nothing can be con-

ceived more ludicrous than liie efi'orts of the Esquimaux on

these occasions, dressed in their large and clumsy garments

which prevented their taking the necessary stride with their

legs, and tlie sailors by their tricks and manoeuvres causing

them to roll over and over in the snow.

On the 8lb and 9tb of February, a trial was made of the

velocity of soun.i ; Conmiander James IJoss went to the

Ksciuimaux village which was between three and four miles dis-

tant from the ship and a gun was fired : the time which in-

tervened between the sound of the report, and the ap|iearance

III' the flash was sixteen seconds, so that it appears the s(jund

ti.ivelled at tlie rate of about a mile in five seconds.

On the 10th of February, the cold was too severe to admit

of any of M>e crew leaving the ship ; some of them however

.\i as far as the Esquimaux huts on the following day,

who no sooner saw them approaching, than they hastened to

meet them, brushing the snow olf their jackets and inviting

them into their huts. 'J'he disagreeable smells, iiowever, aris-

ing from the putrid masses of blubber, tlie steneli of the dogs

and other filth which they contained, rendered their abode in

IV \'. ;i8. 5 Y
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tlipm f'iir from heiiii^ agrci-al)!!'. A ilnnre afterwards took

place, in wliicli the natives tlirew lliemselves into a variety of

attitudes accompanied with extraordinary gestures and dis-

tortions of countenance.

To tliose who are accustomed to the many means of comfon

to be found among the nationsof Kurope, and the more civilizei!

parts of the eartit, the =ituaiion of the Esquimaux must appci;

the least desirable of any which is to be met with : their snow.

built habitations are in many respects comforiless ; their loml

coarse and disijtusting, on whicii they feed in a most trlnttdii.

ous and voracious manner; the long and dreary nights dI

winter, and the severity of cold weather to which tluy .nv

subject, are altogether a combination of afflictmg cininn-

stances which perha])s cannot be equalled upon the faro ui'

the whole earth. It is said also that, like some of the IiKiian

nations, they forsake the aged and the helpless, leaving tlicn

to peri>h by the wild beasts or other causes. Their condun

npim the whole manifests less forethought than niiglit Inn,

been expected from the most careless of human heini;

Drawing a comparison with those who live under the C\m<-

tian dispensation, what an occasion of gratitude to God iiiib:

every human being experience, who reflects on the miiltitii(if

of blcssintrs which education, and the introduction of the wori

»>f God presents to him ; and surely under such circiiin-

stances every benevolent mind will aid m promoting the di*-

persion of the Gospel, by the missionary eflbrts now .m) ifciii'

rally adopted for the purpose of benefiting the bcnijiiilid

heathen, in all parts of the earth.

February passed away, without any thing particular occur

ring, the crew and thn natives holding occasional intercourfi

On the 2nd of March, a party of them on coming to the sliip,

reported the death of the old man whom they saw on tlieii

first meeting with the natives, the father of the man with the 1

wooden leg. This being the first death which had occtiniil

among the Esquimaux, since the ship's company had imi

with them, Mr. M'Diarmid was desirous of obtaining ln;

cotpse, but found some diflicully in discovering wlien; tin}
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nad ilisposed of it. On tliu 5lli, tlit- whole tribe, amounting

to iibout seventy |)ei.s()iis, quitted tlicir present winter liabiia-

tions, and separating into parties directed llieir course to dil-

Icrent summer stations which they occupied. Having obtjiin-

cd inCorniatioii, which tliey had reason lo believe to be correct,

of the hut in which the deceased I'lsquiuiaux was to be foiuiil,

a party was sent to the sjjot : on entering the hut it was

fouiul with the chest cut open as far down as the navel, and

so thick was the layer of fat that with the skin it nuasure<l

ilirte-ciuarters of an inch : his boots, which were made of s-eal

skin, and in good condition, were cut olY by the carpen-

ter and appropriated to his own use, and Mr. M'Diarniiil

look possession of the liead.

Sonic of the Esquimaux on their removal established tliem-

sijves at a place called Yakkee Hill, no very great distance

from their former residence. On the 7th, being Sunday, a

part of the crew visited them, anil having to pass the iornur

place of their abode, they looked into the hut where the

ilcceaocd Es(iuimaux had been deposited. It was found how-

ever to have been removed, and, on arriving at the place ol"

the natives, present abode, it was manifest from their signili-

cant actions that they were acquainted with the operation

nhich had taken place upon the body of the old man, al-

though they could not be prevailed on to satisfy the crew, to

what place the body had been removed.

On theOlb of Marcli, Commander James Koss, accompanied

bv one man in a sledge, drawn by six dogs, set out on an ex-

pedition to some high land, from whicli it was expecteil a

view might be obtained of the surrounding counl.ry, and the

extent of the islands among which it was now evident thcv

were embayed. Several deer were seen, although they wliv

(libuppointed of killing any. The observations niiuli' iiy ("um-

nuiiider James Ross on this expedition did not afford any salis-

futory evidence to lead to an opinion of the ultimate succtss to

llie grand object in which they were in pursuit, and sul).iei|.R'nt

enquiries added strength to these opinions. It was llu' npniion

>.it' C.iplain I'ariy, that could he sueieetl in iouing lii.s way
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through the Strait of llie llecla and Fury, a clear passiicc

would be then ojien to liini to the westward. Tlie obsiiva-

tions of Commander James Koss however, tended to a (lifl'ir.

cnt result, for tiie winter harbour of the Victory in 1830 was

•wily four degrees to the westward of the strait of the Iltda,

and Fury ; but the supposed sea of Captain Parry was not to

be met with, indeed it appears tliat the strait was only an

inlet or bay between Melville Peninsula and Cockburn

Island. In taking a view of tlicir present situation Com-

mander James Ross stated therefore as his opinion, that these

circumstances lead to a different result, from those of Captain

IJoss. In fact, the evidence before the committee of ilie

House of Commons distinctly shows that a difference of

opinion existed between Captain lloss and Commander Ross

on honie very essential points. The following is one of the

many proofs that can be adduced.

The 170th question to Captain Ross is, " Do you conceive

yon have ascertained the fact, that there is no practical coin-

niimication between the Atlantic and Pacific (Jceaiis?

" Positively to the southward of the seventy-fourth iliMpii

" You do not mean to express an opinion decidedly thai it i.i

impossible there should be a communication discovered furllai

lajrth .''

"(Certainly not.

" Vou still think it is possible there may be a piaciiial

communication ?

" I think it possible, but not very probable."

On this subject Commander Ross is asked, " Yon do noi

tliink the voyage has furnished any conclusion against the

existence of a north-west passage ?

" No, it has made it still more certain than it was before,

that a north west passage must exist.

" Upon what observations, made in the last voyage, do yo

^, round that opinion ?

" From the additional portion of theouthneof the continent

of America explored upon this occasion on the northern. c(ja>t

of AniLrica, and the western coast ofHoolhia.
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" Doyoii believe llial it would be practicable to go tlirougli

ihal Nortli Western Passage?

•• I'litie is no question, that it would be much more easy,

luiw tii:it wc are acquainted with the nature of the formation

,ii'tlio continent of America."

| lie following (liU'erence of opinion is, however, siill more

hUikiiij,', and the answer of Commander lloss is well deserving

(jfatlcntiDn :

Cciptain lloss is asked " Did you observe the difference in

the altitude of the two seas, east and west of Boothia Felix ?

" Yes.

" ])() you draw any conclusion from that difference of alti-

tude which bears on the subject of the North West Passage?

" I consider it to be negative,

•' You consider it a presumption ?

" Yt s, a piesumption that there is no such passage, l)ut

not a proof.

" What was the difference?

" The difference is tliirteen feet.

" Upon the supposition that the land is continuous north-

ward, from the seventy-fourth degree to the pole, should you

expect to find that difl'erence of altitude in the seas?

" 1 sliould certainly, from the rotative molion of the earib."

On this subject C<mimander Ross is asked, " Are you

aware of the fact, that the two seas, right and left of the islli-

niiis which unites Poothia with the continent of America, are

ofdiflerent altitude ?

' .So, I nni nut, nor had we the means of ascertaining the

fact \\ith accuracy. It would lake at least two or three months

111 ascertain it wiih the accuracy such an observation would

i'i(|uire.

" You have no reason to suppose such a thing?

" None whatever; no, 1 never lieard of it till this monunt.

" lias Captain Ross never told you that he had ascertained

iliat to be the fact i

"Captain Ross may have made observations whieb have

baiislled his own mind, but i doubt wiicther he can lune made
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i)bsorvati(>ns that would salial'y llie minds <if lliosc, uli<» ni,i\

iuvL'stigate tlic ni.nttcr."

'I'lie same day that Commander Ross look tlie excursinn,

wliicli has been already described, the Turser and tlic Surgion

set out on an expedition to tlie huts of the Esquimaux, whidi

were situate to the south-east. On their way lliilhri, iluv

killed a bird, called the white-winged scraber, but tlie cuni-

nion name of wliich is tlie black guilemot. 'lliu budy u,k

entirely black, with the exception of a white spot on liic

wing, which is a distinguisliing mark of tlie bird in all its iiges.

The bill is black, and the legs and feet are crimson. It

generally lays two eggs, about the size of a pullet's, ofadiiiy

white with black spots. It makes its nest in the hoh s, wliicji

are found in the fragments of the rocks on the shore. The

measurement of the bird is generally about twelve iiichci

in length, and from nineteen to twenty in breadth. 'J he

plumage of the young birds is varied black and white, but the

legs and i'eet are dusky, instead of the crimson cuioiir

which tlistinguishes the older birds. The bird is sonk'-

times killed in the Shetland Islands, but its chief habitation

may be considered to be Baffin's Bay, and the surrounding

inlet-.

Commander Ross made some observations respecting the

geology of the country, which do not agree with those wliiili

were made by Mr. Thorns and Mr. M'Diarmid, although the

direction in which they respectively bent their course, was

not at so great a distance from each other, as to give rise to

the conjecture that any great difference could be found in

the formation of the rocks or the inclination of the strata.

According to Commander Hoss the general outline of the inte-

rior and a couGiderable portion of the north and east coa:it, be-

spoke the existence of primary rocks, the hills rising to an aver-

age height of 700 feet, and presenting acute simimits, declin-

ing by sharp prolonged ridges. A table land would scarcely

be expected, in a country where the summits of the hills aie,

for the greater part of the year, exposc<l to the most intense

frost, and where, in Lonsequeiice, tlicv nuist assume that acute

<A
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rtiiil jfig<rc(l form whicli jrciicrally cliaraclerizos the liilln, of

iliu Arctic Ilegioiis. The grnnito possesses tlie cliaracter

1)1' ihat substance, as it is found forming mountain masses, and

ilierefore it is not improbable that this rock forms a portion

;it least of the country.

'I lie observations of Mr. Thorns and Mr. M'Diarmid went

to show that tlic cliflfs appeared, wherever tlicy were exposed.

Id present an appearance of si ratification. The specimen

lliov i)ro(lnced seemed almost entirely limited to gneiss, a cir-

( iimstance to be expected from the stratified ap|)earance

.ilrcaily mentioned. On tlie whole the researches of the re-

s|Hrlive officers did not throw any great light on the geolo-

gical nature of the country, and the specimens do not differ

nnich, excepting in the colour, from the granite found in the

\lciiiity of Aberdeen, the polar granite being of an ormge

Cdldur, that of Scotland of a dusky white.

Mr. Thorns and Mr. M'Diarmid having extended their

excursion too far, were benighted on their way home, and it

was not without some difficulty that they reached the vessel

;

nor w()\dd this have been so easily accomplished had not some

blue lights been fired off at intervals, and guns fired everv

five minutes from the ship, as a guide to the travellers to

direct them on their way. 'Ihey were two hours and fiftv

minutes rambling they knew not whither, and but for the

report of the guns, which in that climate is lieard at a great

distance, it is not improbable but that they would have had

to ])ass the night under the lee of a mound of ice, with a bear

as their companion, and amidst the howling of wolves and

otiier beasts.

The following anecdote is related as descriptive of the saga-

city of the bear : the Captain of a whaler being desirous of

procuring a bear without injuring the skin, laid the noose ol

a rope in the snow, with a piece of blubber over it ; the smell

soon enticed a bear to the spot and he seized it in his moutli

;

the rope was pulled, and his foot was entangled in the noose,

but he instantly pushed the noo^e off with his other paw and

escaped; h.aving e.ileii the piece, he returned in search of
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iiioic fooil, and in the interim anotlicr piece of blublnr liud

l)cen ])I;ice(l on tlie same sput, covering anotlu r noose, l>ut lie

puslieil ihe rope aside and again walked off' witli tlie blubber

;

ii third time the tra|) was laid and the noose so entirely eover-

eii with snow that nothing could l)c seen, and the blubbtr

was placed in a hole made in the centre ; the liear a third

time returned in search of iiis food, and after smelling about

the place, he turneil the rope aside and walked off with his

prey.

( )n another occasion it was observed that three bears were

advancing towards the ship, invited as was su])posed by the

blubbtr of a walrus which the men had set on fire, and which

was burninj;' on the ive. On coming to the spot they ran

eagerly to the (ire, and drew out wfiat remained uiKionsunied.

The crow also threw towards them great j)iecc3 of the ffesli,

which the largest of the luars seized and threw towards the

others, which appeared to be two of her cubs, reserving the

smallest part for herself. At this time the crew fired and

shot both of the cubs dead, wounding also the dam, l)ut not

mortally. On perceiving that her cubs were tfcad, the poor

beast manifested the most anxious concern for them ; though

.sorely wounded and but just able to crawl to the place where

they lay, she carried to them a lump of the flesh, tore it in

pieces, then laid her paws first on one, and afterwards on the

other, endeavouring to raise them up, uttering at the same

time the most piteous mournings. She then went off to a

short distance, and looked back on her cubs, endeavouring

l)y her cries to induce them to follow her; but this not

availing, she returned to them, and with every appearance of

fon(Jness and distress walked round them, licked their wounds,

and pawed them witii her feet ; at last the cr w fired a volley

at her, and she fell dead between her cubs while licking their

wounds.

An anecdote is related of one of the whalers, when a bear

approached alongside tiie ship, drawn as was supposed by the

offal which was thrown overboard by the cook. 'IMie jKople

being at dinner, the creature was observed by only one of the
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rrcw, who, perceiving tlie I)i'ar so near, jiini|)i'(l ii|)()ii llie i 'e

armed oi\ly willi a hanti.spike, anil iH'giiii in iittack liiiii ; tlu:

bear however disarineil him and seizing him l)y tiie back ear-

ned liiin oH' before his comrades coukl afford him any assis-

tance, and was seen no more.

Anotiier instance somewhat of the same kind took place on

liDurd a wliahng ship, wiiich sailed from Mull. 'I'lie ship

was moored to a j)iece of ice on which a bear was observed

prowling about for prey at a considerable distance. (Jnc of

tlie crew, under a spirit ot' brava<lo, *el out to pursue and

attack it. Armed with a whale lance he resolutely set out to

the attack, advancing within a ("ew yards of the bear, who

stdiid still and faced him. His courage ratiier abated on

iihiorving tlie threatening aspect of the bear, who stood still

and looked stedl'astly at him. The sailor then shouted, ad-

vanced his lance, and made motions of attack, but without

]iro(lucing that cfT'ect upon the bear which he hoped for, as

the animal stood his ground and uianifesteil no disposition of

fear or alarm ; after a short time however the hear began to

advance, and the poor tar was so overcome with fear that he

turned and tied ; this o('ca.--ioned tlii' bear to follow him, and

as he gainetl on the sailoi', who found the lanee an liiiHlianee

to his Hight, the latter threw the l.mee away, a eircunistaiiee

which fortunately checked the bear in his pursuit a.s lie stop-

ped to smell it, and examine it with iiis paws. 'I his ga\e

tlie sailor an opportunity of advancing, but after a short space

the hear again advanced to the pursuit, and the sailor threw

«)ne of his gloves at liini, which again for a few monunts

arrested his attention. By throwing away his other glove,

and afterwards his liat, which the bear tore into shreds, he

continued to arrest his attention until he succeeded in reach-

ing his shipmates, who were advancing to jiis assistance, and

who opened a passage for the runaway to escape behind them,

when they closed to meet the attack of the bear, who now

himself made a stand at the appearance of so many in hostile

array against him, and suddenly turning round escaped in

fcatety from all their assaults.

l\ V. 88 3 Z
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It was a |> an on the part ol ('aptiiiii Koss to atlcnipi id

oblaiii a ^ontli of the I'lscpiiinanx nation, wlio nii^lil hv \vi||.

ini^ to 1)0 l)rou{;lit up according to the Eiiropi-an niamiiis,

and to It-avc a loiinliy of comparative misery and dcsolalimi,

fur one of comfort, luxury, and splendour. In liis first cxp,'.

diiion in search of a north-west passage, lie reaped consideraMc

l)piii(lt from Joiin Sacheuse, a young Ksquimaux, wlu), in-

siigati'il l)y an ardent desire to visit the country of the F.uio

pe.nis, ha<i concealed iiimselfou hoard the 'I'liomas and Aniic,

Captain Newton, of Leitli ; and on his arrival in Scotiaiiil,

ihrniiuli tiio disinterested kindness of Mr. Nasmyth, the cim

mrit artist of iMlinhurgh, he was put uniler proper ninstn

fur teiichino- him the En<iiish language, and other hrnnclus

of useful kn(iNvliil<;e. When it was understood that an ex

prditiou to the arctic regions was ahout to sail under Capl.iin

|{o>s, it was eommuuicateil to tiic admiralty that the services

of Sacheuse might he advantageously employed on the occii.

sion, and by iustiuctions sent to Mr. Nasmylh by ihe iidinh

rally, he w.is invited on very liberal terms to accompany llic

exjieililiou. Sacheuse appeared very indifferent ahout ilu

conipensaiioM, but readily agreed to go, only carefully .slipii-

hiting that he was not to be left in his own country, liis

great luiwillinguess to return to his native land, after having

tasted the comforts and blessings of civilized life, seems iiioic

easily accounted for, than his original willingness to leave it

He sailed with Captain Ross on his first expedition, and on

]i'u return t'> England he was taken under the special protec-

tion of the admiralty, who agreed to defray the expences of his

education, in order that he might in every way be well fitted to

act as an interpreter on the second expedition, which was then

about to be undertaken under the command of Captain

Parry ; but his death put an end to all these plans. With

the remembrance of the great services which had been reii-

ciered by Sacheuse in the first expedition, Captain Hoss wish-

in\ to obtain a substitute, whom he could convey to Eng-

land, and by imparting to him the benefits of educaliun,

qualify him to become an iuterj)reter to any future expedition,
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tliaf inijrlit In; projcctrd. 'I'licrf is liowevcrn <;i('(it (liffoifmc

iH'tttiHii a poison voluiiliirily cxpatriiiling himself, as was llio

case witli Sacheiise, ami a person who is to be induced hy

promises and bribes to have his> country, and to enter upon

scenes unknown, without any innate desire for the accpiisition

of knowledge, or natural talent, to overeonie the obstacles with

which liiat accpiisition is always accompanied. Some enquiries

had been set on f(Jol by Captain Uoss amongst the Esquimaux,

wiiether there was a youth amongst them, who felt no objec-

tion to be received on board the ship as one of its inmates,

and to accompany them to liurope, with the understanding

that if his residence there should prove disagreeable to him,

the earliest opirortunity should be cnd)raced of returning him

to his native country. In this case however, there were

many impressions and prejudices to overcome, which threaten-

ed to defeat the plan altogether. To exchange his na iiral

liberty, rude and savage as it was, for a state of compaia-

tive bondage and servitude, appeareii in the eyes of the

native youths, an exchange so dei idcdiy against them, tliat

their snow-built hut, and their meal of blubber, seemed

to them of higher estimation than all the splendid benefits,

whicli the change held out to them. 'J'he love of the father-

land with its rude inclement skies, its perpetual snows, its

darkness and its desolation, was paramount in their breasts, and

although they were told that ihey wiri' to be carried to a land,

where suns per[)etual shone, and all the luxuries of life awaited

them, yet they could not be bronj-ht to leave the spot, where in

tlieir infancy they had first learned to twang the bow, and

(liiaffed as a delicious beverage the lilelilood of the seal.

It was I'owever on the IGthof March, that the plans of Cap-

tain Ross, relative to tbeailoptinnofan I'isipiimauxyoiilh, were

likely to be carried into execution, for a youth preseiitcil him-

self before liim, belonging to the tribe, who had fixed the r

station towards the north-east, and who gave Captain Koss

to uiulersiand that he appeared as a candidate to be received

as one of the inmates oi the Victory. Poowutyook, wps

tile name of the youth. Un the day preceding his iiitro.
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rliiction to liis new situation, a fine hare had lici-n cfrrpsnl

for llie table of lliu caliin, a moiety of wliich was r(?crvc'<l !(!

1)0 jugged for Caj)tain Koss. Unfortunately the licad of the

liare projecting over the side of the disli, caught the roviiif

eve of roowiityook, and tite steward being called away to

attend upon tiie gentlemen in the cabin, lie obtained posses>i()ii

of the dainty subject and stowed it away in his trowsers ; tlic

remains of a grou-^e siiared the same fate, and lie (•oniimicd

to fill bis magazine as long as an article remained tli;it

was within liis roach, or the capacity of bis trowsers woiiM

hold. He then sought for a proper place in ivhieli to f\

himself while be entered into the full enjoyment of all liis

provender, and observing a flour tub in one corner he fix((i

himself in it, while he quietly feasted on the rich viands of

which he liad taken possession and to the great (liKa|)poiii|.

nient of the gentlemen whose table was to have been graad

by them.

The morning of the 18th being remarkably fine, Cnni-

mander Ross accompanied by Poowutyook, one man, seven

ilogs and the sledge, set out on an excursion into the country

to the southward. As the open season was advanciiiij, mi

ojiportunity was to be lost of examining the siuTouiuiiiiir

country, and of ascertaining the precise point to wliiili

the future attempts of the navigators were to be diretl-

ed. Flattering as their prospects miglit have been on

reaching Felix Harbour, their efforts had certainly not hreii

attended witli a proportionate degree of success. 'Ihey liinl

Iiowever the satisfaction and the consciousness, partiiulnily

oil the part of Commander iloss, on whom the most arduous

duties of tiic expedition devolved, of having left no me.uis

within their reach untried, that could in any way promote

their object. Notwithstanding however the repeated ixdir-

sions of (,'ommaniler lloss in almost every direction, nothiiii;

yet had transj)ired to give hopes that they were in the dirctt

route for the discovery of the long-souglit-tor passage . 'I'Ih'

excursion which he now took addeil little to his stock of iiiiiir-

niation, or oi' important kiumledgi' of the gi ographical posi-
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tion of llu' country. According to tlie opinion wbicli Coni-

iiiander Ross now lornied, tlicy appeared to be in the midst

lit' a <hain of lakes common to that part of America, but

whether they were in fact a part of the polar sea, was a ques-

tion he (bund it impossible to solve.

Leaving the sledge and the dogs to the care of the man,
Commander Iloss accompanied by I'oowutyook ascended an
eminence, from which the former ex|)ected that he should

obtain an uninterrupted view of the country. At the foot of

the eminence Commander Ross shot a bare, on which Poo-

wutyook expressed his surprise by the most extraordinary

fiesturcs. It was tiie first time that he had ever witnessed the

use of fire-arms, and on taking up the hare, he examined it

in every part to discover the causeof its death, but not succecd-

iMi;, he laid it down again, as if distrustful of the effect, which

lie had witnessed. Comniander Ross with the view of trying

the firmness of the dispositions of I'oowutyook, put a small

(|uantity of powder into the gun, and placing it in bis left

liaud, directed the right to llie trigger ; when, on the gun
going off, what witli the noise, tiie flash, the recoil and the

smoke, an actual degree of terror seized the savage, and with-

out any further hesitation, he set of!" at the fullest speed,

wiiich liis niile and tunibersonie habiliments would permit

liiiii. hi vain Cominander [loss called after him, i'oowut-

yook, bent his course in the direction of the ship, and was

soon out of sight. 'I'he l.squiniaux directs his course according

to the bearing of some remarkable headlands, for in regard to

.illy "ideral observations ihey appear to be as ignorant as the

;uiinials which they drive. I'liey certainly have a name for

tlir liiur cardinal points o|' the compass, but tiicy know not in

"li:ii use to eiiiplnv tiieiii, oi' how to make them subs(;rvient to

:ciiy of the purj)oses ()(' directing them in tiieir course from

one station to another, and particularly to those tlistaul quur-

li rs, which they fretiuent in the summer months for the jnir-

pose of carrying on their fisheries.

Commander Ross on this excursion jienciiatcd above thirty

iiiiles into the inteiioi-, but every lluny ttndeil to onviiite
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liiin that lie was not on a continent, for tlie intersections ot

land and water, at that time in a compact body of ice. were

so frequent, that he concluded it was an archipelago of small

islands, but that they could not form a part of the ])olar sia.

The short duration of light was however a great obstacir to

the prosecution of his researches, and he therefore considered

it more prudent to return to the ship, with the determination

of renewing tlicmwhen the days were longer.

But on the arjival of Comniaii'ier Ross at the ship, ho was

mortified to find that I'oowutyook had never nuule his appear-

ance, but it was ascertained on the following morning that he

had returned to his snow-built hut and his native habits,

bidding adieu for ever to the advantages of civilization. The

interior ofan Esquimaux hut, when the hinips are lighted, and

it is fuUof people and dogs, presents a spectacle, which is not to

be equalled in any other part of the globe. It may be looked

upon as one of t' lowest stages of human society, just one de-

gree removed from animal existence, and in which the gratifica-

tion of the sensual appetites appears to be the sole object of their

life. Immersed in the profoundest ignorance, they have not a

single pursuit, which has notanimmediatc reference to their aiii-

mal wants, whiili, on being satiated, the human brute throws

himself down by the side of his dogs, and, bloated with the

effects of his gluttony, jias.^es away the dreary hours of liis

life in sleep and inanity.

On the yoth Mr. Thorns and Mr. IM'Dianuid set out on

an excursion ovir tiio ice to sonie islands which lay to the

eastward, 'lliev continueil out the whole of the dav, and tin'

crew became alarmed at the leiiyth oflheii' absence. Gims were

(ired as signals, and blue lights were burned, and after iiiiicli

anxious solicitude, at ten o'clock they had the siitisfactiDii tu

hail their arrival. Iluy li.'ul lost their wiiy on their reiiini,

and would have wmdeled about the whole night expdsed to

the inelenu iicy of tiie weather, but ibr the ^ignal guns ami

blue lights. On the following day, being Sunday, the crew

attended divine service, after which they took a walk towards

the deserted abode; of the natives, and a ilog belonging lu
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Criptaiii I Joss, and wiiicli iiad formerly been the favouritt;

(loir of tlie deceased Esquimaux accompaniid tlicn). On tlieir

way to the huts they were met iiy a p.T-ty of the natives,

among whom was the son of the tieceased, and on seeing the

(ioif he instantly recogniseil it, and caressed it wiili the great-

est fondness, shedding tears on liie occasion. The dog also

by his actions manifested his joy, shewing that he had not

fdisiof ton his former acqiiaintaiiiv. On entering the lint w here

liis iormer master expired, lie siiu'ii and looked about, as con-

scious of liaving a knowledge of tlit; place. Ihe son of the

deceased, whose name was Illictii, having a strong desire to

liave the dog himself, took advantage on leaving the huts of

enticing the dog to follow bim, and being more accustomed to

move in tlic heavy and cumbersome dresses which the sailors

as well as the natives wore, he started off with the dog, and

although some of the sailors attempted to pursue him, they

soon found it necessary to relinquish the attempt and the dog

was lost. According to the usual custom of tliese natives

however, whenever they stole any article, on the following

(lay two women came to the ship, bringing the dog with tluni,

stating that it was not to be charged on the son of lllictu, but

to the attacliment of the dog to his former master. For this

their honesty as they accounted it, they expected to receive a

reward ; but on further examination it appeared tliat the swi-

vel to the collar was missing, and they were then informed

that until this was restorctl no reward would be given. This

was a great disa|ipoiiitiiient to the women, as they fully calcu-

lated upon receiving a piesciit, and in their eyes it was a de-

parture from the piinciple of fair dealing to withhold the re-

ward thfy so justly merited. As nothing could alter this de-

termination, the women were obliged to retire in great

ilisajipointment.

On the morning of the '2,']rd. the two women who had brought

the (log back again, made their appearance, and brought the

.swivel whicii had been missing; but it was some time before

2 proper arrangement could be made as to the remuneration

which they expected to receive for tke trouble they had taken
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One of tli(> fcinalos was t!io wife of tlie man who enticed the

(log- to follow liini, and at lonijtli Ikt desires were gratified l)v

a present of hooks and needles, and the other female was suf-

ficiently gratified on being put into possession of a string of

glass beads.

The state of the weather becoming less severe, and no fear

existing now that any injury would be sustained by the liea-

vy drifts of snow, the I'nibaiikinent which had been raised

was renioveil, and Commander Hoss continued to pursue his

scientific observjiiions. (J\^ the fiOth the natives removed fiom

tiieir usual residence, ami came in numbers from different

quarters, and built their huts on the ice, close to the siiip.

'file circumstance .it first excited some little apprehcnsiong

that predatory attempts were intended to be made on the

shij)'s stores, and it was thought necessary to increase the

number on watch ; but after some further en(|uiry it was un.

dcrstood that they were now quitting their winter residence

and moving in smaller parties, some to one ])art and some

to another; some were jiroceodiiig to the place for salmon

fishing, others directed their course inland to procure a sup-

ply of rein-deer or mii>k oxen; and thus, dispersing into

various routs, they continue till about the month of Septem-

ber, when they all meet again to pass llie dreary months of

winter.

After divine service on Sunday the fourth of April, several

Esquimaux from the north visited the '•hip ; two of these

were going to a store to the vvestwaiil at whicii they had lefi

their sledges on the setting in of the winter. On being iiifiir-

med of their purpose, Commander James Koss resolved to

accompany them, in the sanguine hope that he would be ahle

to arrive at a salistactory conclusion as to whetlier there was

an oj)en sea in that diredloii. I laving come to this determina-

tion tlie two natives were invited to sleep on board the slii)),

and C(miniaiider .laiius lioss, with James lilanky, the mate,

made preparations to accompany them in the morning. The

steward was directed lo prepare a proper and substantial siip-

l)er I'ortlie Esiiuiniaux, and accordingly partof a seal, weighing
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ftUnit ten jOTiincls was baked in tlic oven and placed he-

fore tlieni. They quickly devoured the whole of this, leaving

not a particle upon their wooden platters, but licked these with

llieir tongues so long as a savoury relish could be extracted

Iroin them. After this the steward shewed them to the place

where they were to sleep, adopting on the occasion every pre-

cautionary measure to keep in security every article which

might by possibility tempt them to appropriate such things to

tlieir own use, by placing them in their capacious trowscrs.

Having thus disposed of his guests, the steward provided

tliu various necessaries for Commander James Ross, and the

mate, to take with them on their journey ; in respect to the

natives, little solicitude was necessary, as plenty of seals might

be expected on their journey ; and dressed or raw, these would

be an all-sufficient supply for their subsistence. Fourteen

dogs were also to be provided to draw the two sledges, but

the same food of seals would serve for the natives and the dogs,

and either dressed or undressed, and whether out of the same

trough or pan was a matter of but little importance, as they

and their dogs were often accustomed to feed together.

The sledges of the Laplanders are more comfortable than

those of the Esquimaux : the former being covered in at the

top, having an opening only sufficient to admit the body in a

sitting posture, and thus a large part of the body is preserv-

ed from the influence of the outward cold in a considerable

degree : on the contrary, the Esquimaux sledge is entirely

open, and the person occupying it is very liable to be thrown

out if the road be rugged, and he m;iy be dragged some dis-

tance before he can bring the dogs to stop. The rate of tra-

velling with the Esquimaux dogs was about six miles an hour,

although they may be urged on to the rate of eight miles an

liour. On the following morning Commander Ross and

the mate Blanky set out accompanied by the two natives.

The visits of the Esquimaux were about this time unac-

companied with any commodities for sale, and it began to ap»

pear that they were in a state of great privation, particularly

those m the neighbourhood of the ship ; for several days they

P. V. 89. G A
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liad not been able to catch a single seal, and under these cir-

cumstances tliey made application to the ship's company, and

implored the gift of some seal's flesh; Captain Ross ordt-ied

a seal to be thawod and skinned, and directed the steward to

inform them tliat it should be given to them as soon as it was

baked. This they did not appear to understand, and witl'

making their way to the huta with dejected spirits, when tlicy

were more clearly informed what was preparing for thein, ami

they returned and made a hearty meal. Having satisfied tlnir

appetites thus far they expressed their thankfulness, and were

afterwards sent to their huts with a sufficient supply of food

for the following day. For several days after some of these

poor creatures were in constant application for food. Tht;

weight of one of these seals was one hundred and eighty

pounds, and on this food they fed most ravenously, the chil-

dren as well as the grown up persons, so that they could

scarcely move. After this they returned to the huts, taking

with them what remained not eaten, and intimating that they

would renew their visit nhen they had occasion for further

supplies.

On the 6th there was a complete hurricane together with a

lieavy fall of snow, which drifting in every direction, occasioned

some apprehensions for the safety of Commander James Ross

and the mate, who in all probability bad no place of shelter

from its attack. As it had been settled on their departure that

H rocket should be let off every evening at ten o'clock, and

that two blue lights should be kept constantly burning at itie

top of the jury main-mast, this was accordingly done ; but tiie

wind was often so violent that the blue lights were with dif-

ficulty continued, and were often obliged to be re-lighted

;

however, on these occasions, rockets were continually let off, so

that in case Commander Uoss and his companion had arrived

in the neighbourhood of the ship, they could scarcely miss of

seeing them.

The Csc|uimaux were impressed with feelings of the utmost

^tonishment on witnessing the flight of the rockets, and to

their uninformed minds it appeared that they were nothing
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leis than fiery spirits or Angeki)ks, sent hy Captain Ross on
particular errands to the regions tlirougli whicli they travol-

led. Impressed with these ideas, they began to think that

Captain Ross had dominion o?er the seas, and that, if he pleas-

ed, he could direct them to the spot where their efforts to

catch seals would be crowned with success ; on their comintr

to the ship on the following morning, the Captain pointed to

a particular spot and directed them to make irial if they -joiild

not catch a seal ; this hy good fortune was the real fact, and
notwithstanding llie weather was stormy, their preconceived

opinion of the knowledge the Captain had of invisible thinirs,

was confirmed by the successful results which followed. From
tills time they held in high estimation any direction or infor-

nidtion which the Captain offered unto tlicm. At night guns
were fired and the blue lights exhibited as usual ; the wea-

Jier was also extremely tempestuous, so much so, that it was
scarcely possible for tlie ".ncn to kepp on deck ; no appearance

of Connnander James Ross ho;vevcr was manifest until the

evening of the 10th, when one of fhe Esquimaux came to the

sliip and reported that he was but a short distance behind

and he soon made liis appearance accompanied by his com-
panicms all in good health and safety. They brought with

tlii-m some salmon which had been oaught and placed in a

state of safe preservation the preceding autunm, and covered

with snow ; and they brought also two sledges which Com-
mander Ross had purchased. Had it not been that at the

time when they were most distant I'rom the ship they began to

be short of provisions, Commander Ross would have continued

his journey. lie travelled on this occasion about seventy

miles in a S.S.W. direction, but without any prospect of dis-

covering a passage ; crossing several lakes, which the natives

iufornied him abounded with salmon, and from whence in sum-
mer they supplied their stores, covering them with snow to

preserve them for the following year. In the intercourse

wliieli Commander Ross had with the natives on this occasion,

Some of them staged that they were visited every year by some
white persons from the westward, who came to traffic for seal
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fikins and walrus teeth ; but tliis iuformation was nut altoge.

ther satisfactory to him as lie could not conceive any way by

which they could approach ; if they were Russians, lie con-

cluded that they must arrive by the way of Behring's Strait,

but he had no information to warrant him in concluding

this to be the fact ; and the distance, together with the diffi-

culties of transporting large quantities of merchandise through

such a barren and unfavourable country, led him to discredit

the report; he resolved however, if the circumstances admit-

ted, on some future occasion, to make the information a mat-

ter of further research.

The names ofthe two natives who accompanied Commander

Ross, were Ooblooraiak and Alwak, and they were invited to

sleep on board on the evening of their arrival ; on retiring to

rest however, the latter felt no inclination to sleep and was de-

sirous of holding a conversation with his companion ; to this

the former was not at all disposed. Alwak however was de-

tormincd his companion should not sleep if he would not talk,

ifnd therefore he oftentimes assailed him with a push from iiis

.elbow ; until, at length, his companion became so enraged that

a conflict took place between them: their mode of fighting

however was not after the English custom, but each seized

hold of the hair of his opponent s head, and tore it out by the

roots in no small quantities. Alwak was the weakest of the

two, and the sailors after a while found it necessary to inter-

fere, and removing his op|x)nent to another berth, peace and

quietness was restored.

The next day the two Esquimaux were permitted to return

to their huts and each of them had a file presented him as a

reward for accompanying Commander Ross and the mate.

Alwak was fbu il to be a youth of a more intelligent charac-

ter than the other natives, and in the course of 'the journey,

Commander Ross became so pleased with him that on dismis-

sing him on this occasion, he invited him to accept of a per.

nianent berth in the ship, atid eventually to accompany him

to England. AI»ak listened with great attention to the offer,

and desu'i'd a few days to coiibidcr of it, and to consult hia
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friends and companions. (Jn his arrival among them and re-

latin" the offer, a female between whom and himself a strong

attachment had been formed, expressed her objections to his

leaving her with such force, and his affections wire so strong

towards her, that he entirely declined accepting the offer.

On the 14th some of the Esquimaux came and fished in

the harbour where the Victory lay. It is wonderful with

what patience they remain squatted on the bank for an hour

together unmoved, waiting until his bait is taken; the tug of

the fish being the signal of his capture, and the Esquimaux

awaits the proper moment with the greatest calmness. On
the 17th Commander James Ross, accompanied by the mate,

set out to explore a bay to the northward, and to find if it

had any connection with the sea to the westward ; but the

result was very unsatisfactory, as no such discovery could be

made. On the following day, being Sunday, soon after di-

vine service had been concluded, an Esquimax brought the

iluor of a trap which had been stolen by some of the party,

expecting to receive a reward for his trouble, but the provin-

cial habit which the Europeans had imbibed, that an article

stolen, if at any time be found, was still the property of him

from whom it was stolen, that they insisted on keeping it

without making any return ; on the contrary, the Esquimaux
conceived that the manner by which it liafl been removed

formed no criterion by which to judge of his right to a reward
;

however as no arguments which he used could alter the

impression the circumstances made on the minds of those to

whom it originally belonged, and as he still stoutly urged his

claim, it was finally adjusted by the crew expelling him from

the ship, and his declared resolution not to be used in so

hlianicful a manner again.

On the the 19th a very great bustle was observed among
the Esquimaux huts, in the immediate vicinity of the ship,

and in a very few hours they were totally abandoned, and

they and their dogs, were seen directing their course to the

south-west, taking all their moveable property. Not one of

the party called to bid the ship's company adieu, or vouch-
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Hnfed tlicm even a parting look. On their departure the hiiti

wore visited by tlie crew of the Victory, whose feelings were

Kcnsihiy excited on reflecting how human beings could live in

a state of such excessive wretchedness as their dwellings op-

piared to be. The disagreeable effluvia which proceeded from

their huts was Imrdly bearable, and it is surprising that in so

niilicalthy an atmosphere, there should Iw any of them pos-

sessing n tolerable degree of health. In a hut which they

entered, and wliich had been occupied by a whole family, the

bed occupied nearly half the space, and it was nianifest that

father and mother and son and daughter, and all their chiN

dren had but one place for sleeping on, the bed was of snow,

and the tenement of snow ; and yet there did not appear

among them any anxious solicitude ; if their hunger could be

satisfied, then the day passed off with a measure of satisfac-

tion ; and they awaked, after their repose, only to eat and feed

upon their resources, which they were accustomed to do in

the niust filthy and forbidding manner.

About this time another youth fell under the notice of

Commander Ross, as a person likely to be prevailed on to ac-

company him in his return to Isngland, and as likely to be

useful in the excursicms he was so repeatedly making at this

time, in order to discover an open sea. The youth listened

to hi?; overtures to be his companion, and closed with tire

agreement on this additional condition, that he should have

pienty of food to cat whenever he desired it : on these terms

he * ngagcd to accompany Commander Ross to a distant place

which was said to befrequented by a tribeof Esquimaux who had

a residence at a considerable distance to the westward, and one

of whose stations during the summer was on the shores of an

open sea, the extent of which had never yet been ascertained

by any of the tribe, and which sea it was reported never was

frozen over. Accordingly, on the 20th, Commander James

Ross, accompanied by the mate Blanky and the young l']s-

quimaux, set out on an expedition to explore this portion of

the country, taking care to supply himself with an ample store

of provisions, in order that he iiii^ht fuliil his engagements
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with the Esquimaux. The party however met with impedi-

ments which they were not prepared to encounter ; their jour-

ney was so intersected with creeks and inlets, and the water

was such a depth upon the ice from the advance of the season,

that he found it absolutely impossible to proceed without tlie

assistance of a boat, and he therefore bent his course more to

tlie soutliward, pushing on his researches until tiie scarcity of

provisions rendered it necessary for him to return, and to re-

trace their steps to the ship, where they arrived on tlie 23rd

in safety.

All appearance of success in getting to the westward when

the ship became liberated began to vanish ; the passage of the

strait of the Ilccia and Fury appeared to be mere conjecture,

and was in fact only a large inlet, bounded by land which

joins Melville Peninsula and Cockburn Island, and that Cap-

tain Parry erred in stating it to be the passage to an open

sea. This day was the anniversary of King George the

Fourth's birth-day, and was also the anniversary day of the

departure of the Victory from Woolwich. These two events

were therefore celebrated by dressing the ship out in her co-

lours, and by firing a salute of twenty-one guns, and also by

giving to each man a portion of rum. The Esquimaux whom
Commander Ross intended to take with him to England was

standing on the deck, and near to the guns which were fired

on this occasion, the report threw him into a panic ; he gave a

high jump, and, putting his hands to his cars, he ran about the

ship in a state of alarm, and on the second gun being fired he

fled in a state of terror, and betook himself to the cabin where
Captain Ross was sitting, and strove to hide himself under the

table. By degrees Commander Ross induced him to leave

the cabin, but no efforts could prevail on him to ap-

proach that part of the ship where the gun had been fired off.

To draw oiFhis mind from the circumstance, Commander Ross

made him a present of a file, which was alv.ays considered by
them as a most valuable present. On receiving it he ex-

pressed an earnest desire to take it to his parents, but Com-
mander Ro63 told him that he was oa the point of setting out
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on another journey into the country, anil that, if he would rr-

main and accompany him, a further remuneration should bo

made to him. In this he appeared to acquiesce ; and after

this he went to the steward's room in order to feast his appe-

tite according to agreement, and fed like a voracious glutton

until he had filled his stomach to the full. After this lie ap-

peared quiet and easy, as though nothing particular had oc.

curred ; but as night came on he took advantage of the dark.

ness to quit the ship and to return to his people, carrying

with him a number of nails and a hammer belonging to the

carpenter, wiio had been engaged in making a travellinj;

boat for Commander Ross, and which had been engaging his

attention, probably with the express design of possessing him-

self of 3uch articles as he coidd lay his hands on.

On the 37th Commander Koss and the mate accompanied

a party of the Esquimaux in or.e of their expeditions. Pre-

vious to their journey, an incident occurred, which had like

to have been attended with the most serious conscquentes.

For some time, from the circumstance of Captain lloss havinj;

stated to ihem particular places where they should seek fur

seals, and which turned out to be successful, they became im-

pressed >.ith the idea that he was au Angekok or conjuror,

and that events took place according to his will: shortly be

fore the arrival of Commander Ross a little Iwy had fallen

from n precipice and was most severely bruised ; this also was

attributed to the power of Caj)tain Ross, and on the approach

of Commander Ross, who was fortunately accompanied by Mr
M'Diarmid the surgeon, the Esquimaux manifested feelings

of so hostile a character, that Commander Ross and Mr.

M'Diarmid stood on the defensive, and raised their guns to

their shoulders in order to drive back their assailants ; but af-

ter a little parley, and Mr. M'Diarmid assuring them that

though the child V7as much bruised, yet that no bones were

broken and that it wou W\ shortly recover, peace was restored,

through the more particular interference of one of the Esqui-

maux females. Commander Ross took the opportunity wlicri

their usual intercourse was re-established, to present u clasj)
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knifvi wliich lie bad in his pocket to this feiiiale, and her thank-

fulness and affection toward the donor became so great, that

it was with the greatest difficulty he could avoid rubbing

noses, (or being koonigged as tlioir word is). She practised

every manoeuvre to enjoy the pleasure of rul)bing her nose

against the nose of the Commander, and he at length escaped

enjoying the favour she intended him by the party setting for-

wards on their journey.

On the 2nd of May the first snow-bird was seen, which waa

considered as a prognostic of the weather opening. On the

following day, a party were sent with provisions for Com-

mander Ross, to be placed as had been appointed for his use

on his return. As these provisions could lOt be conveyed

without the knowledge of the Esquimaux, recourse was had

to a deception in order to prevent their taking possession of

them • it was stated to them that the Angekoks had directeil

them to convey a certain portion of provisions to a particular

spot, for the use cf the spirits who had control over the seals

and walrusses, a'.id thai on their attending to these directions

depended all their success in the following season. A moie

powerful or more effectual means could not have been devised

to preserve the provisions for the use of Commander Koss and

his party ; for after this was made known no power or per-

suasion whatever could have induced one of the natives to

touch the least portion of the provisions, and they remained in

safety till the return of Commander Ross and ii' » party. What
a pity it is that these wretched human beings should be en-

tirely uninstructed in the knowhclge of the true God, and of

Jesus Christ the only Saviour of mankind, and left to such

diabolical delusions. What a pity that at this time, when ef-

forts are making to send the giad tidings of salvation to almost

every quarter of the world, the poor and wretched Esqumiaux,

who occupies one of the most dreary parts of the earth, and

possesses fewer means of comfort than any other people un-

der the canopy of heaven, should have no Wilbcrforce, no

Butterworth, i?o follower of the ever blessed Jesus to advocate

their cause, to urge the duty of sending the glad tidings of

r. V. 30. 6 M
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salvation to tlieir snowy huts, and to lead them to the know,

ledgo of him wiioin to know is life eternal, and wliom to serve

13 perfect freedom. ShoiiUl these observations fall under the

notice of an • who can nrjje forward the claims of this people,

let them ever bear the circumstance on their hearts until the

event is accomplished.

On the 4111 of May Commander Ross and his rompanioiis

retui-ned, almost worn out with fatigue '''he u d killed two

musk oxen, but the dogs were so worn o' '
''••

; wereun-

able to drag their provisions to the ship. ')ne ot the oxen

on being brought on Iward, weighed one hundred and thirty-

nine pounds. 'I'hey also shot some grouse, so that the table

in the cabin was well supplied with game. Oi, ; of tlic oxen

was left behind, where it was killed, until they had time to

fetch it away. This circumstance gave the natives an oppor-

tunity to cut up the ox and appropriate it to themselves, car-

rying it into the vicinity of the ship for the pur|x>8e of barter-

ing it with the people of the Victory and burying it under the

snow. Commander Ross gave to two of the natives who had

accompanied him a present each of a knife, in full recom-

pense for their services, and not expecting that either of thtiti

would claim the ox which was left behind. Notwithstanliiiff

this, the Esquimaux had the boldness to bring the ox, u; uj

m large pieces, to oflFer for sale, and as one of the par>- >"
. ^.f

a most savage appearance and demeanour, it was tht .; -;.

to overlook the unfaithfidnfss manifested, and a lile Ik
j;

given as a remuneration, tluj look their leave.

In the course of a few days another expedition tcxik place

under Commander Koss, accompanied by some of the natives.

They set out with two sledges drawn by dogs ; but they had

not proceeded to any groat distance before seven of the party

were severely afflicted in their ey° uu! l)ecame nearly blind,

and were obliged to return. Mr M'^.-rmid, on examination,

stated it to be a species of ophthalmia occasiont ) by a con-

stant exposure to the glare of iLc snow } and bv -'- i^Jicious

treKtment of them, they shortly recovered, excej' a. thr' it

was necessary lu protect the eyss bj wearing a Biiaiie over
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jhem. Tlie fwjl of one of tlie mates, George Taylor, having

been frost bitten, a mortification followed, and it liecame ne-

cessary to take off part of the foot ; this operation was per-

formed with great success by Mr. M'Diarnjid the surgeon

;

and it was indeed rather to be considered as wonderful thai

more casualties did not occur, when the men were so often ex-

posed to the severities of the weather.

The month of June being now commenced, the crew were

busily employed in caulk'.ng the ship, fitting up the rigging,

and n-.aking every otb.r preparation for quitting their present

siti'ution when the weather would permit. • The birds began

to re-ajipear, and plovers, grouse, snipes, buntings and other

birds made their appearance, enlivening the scene of their abode,

as well as affording a plentiful supply of provisions for the

table.

On the 14th of June Commander Rons returned f;om his

excursion, after an absence of a mor.ili, during which time

liie party had suffered great privations. He brouglit back

only two of liis dogs, having been under the necessity of kil-

ling some of them to provide food for the others, having been

quite unsuccessful in seal catching, and in his efforts to pro-

cure food. 'J'br men who accompanied liim in their appear-

ance manifested tliTt they had been passing through the se-

verest trials, and the result altogether was of the most un-clieer-

ing character. It appeared to be clearly certain that no pas-

sage was to be found to the west-ward, and that if it was to

be found, it must be sought in a more southerly direction

Still ardent iti the pursuit, Commander Ross resolved upon

.inolher expedition as soon as circumstances would admit, and

I lie necessary materials and provisions coulil be prepared for

ilic journey. The lossof the dogs was scarcely possible to be

replaced, as the crew, from svkness and fatigue, were not in a

proper condition to undergo any severe labour. To drag the

sledges through the snow in its present partly melted state re-

quired a strength far exceeding what would be needed when

the ground was hard frozen, and the surface become of an

icy character. However, on the '^6lh, ten of the most able of
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the crew set forward, carrying a boat whicli had been coit.

structed for the purpose, and, with the assistance of whicli

Comnoauder Ross entertained hopes that he should be able to

cross the creeks and inlets which hitherto had so miRh

obstructed his progress. In a few hours ^fter he himself set

out and followed the steps of his party

The pumps having been put into order for working, the

ahip was pumped clear, a circumstance which had not taken

place for the last nine months, and the bilged water was ex-

tremely offensive, so much so that the men could scarcely stand

to their duty ; and it became a matter to be remarked upon

that this filthy water should have been so long accunnilaliug

in the ship without producing a much greater degree of sick-

ness. Having finished the pumping, the men were enij)Ioye(I

to cut the ship clear, in order that she might be righted, as

she leaned too much to the starboard. Notwithstanding all

their efforts they were unable to bring the ship to her proper

level and she continued in a degree in a straining position.

Parties went out at this time every evening with their guns

aiul brought in plenty of fowls, so that there was no occasion

to touch the resources of the ship. The geese also laid plen-

ty of eggs, and were greatly prized. Several deer with their

fawns were also seen in the neighbourhood, but the man who

saw them having no gun with him they escaped, and on tlie

following day they could not be traced. Captain Ross having

been on excursions, returned on the 3rd of July, and brought

with him a large quantity of fish, amounting in weight to about

five hundred pounds, which he had purchased from suniu of

the Esquimaux, being the amount of a store which lliey hail

laid up the preceding autumn. These fish were in a frozen

elate, and when thawed the juices of the fish appeared as frcjli

as though only caught on tlie preceding day. In consequence

of this great supply, which was purchased at the price of a seal

knife ; an issue was made of salmon and rice to each man, in

lieu of the preserved meats, and they appeared to enjoy llic

change with great pleasure. A party were now sent to another

•tore offish which had been purchased by Captain lloss, and
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of greater bulk than the former, a great part of which wer«s

recently caught. A tank which had been taken out of the

f'urv was mjide use of to stow away these fish ; first a layer

of snow being laid down, then a layer of saltiion, and so &l.

ternately until the tank was filled.

On tlie 9th an Esquimaux made liis appearance at tlieship,

and offered a quantity of salmon for sale, weighing about one

hundred and twenty pounds, which were purchased at the

l)rice of a seal knife and a file. These fish however were of

small size, not weighing more than a pound a fish, and must

not be supposed to come to any thing approaciiing the size of

the fish caught in the rivers ot Scotland or I'.ngland.

On the iGlh Commander Ross and Mr. M'Diarmid, with

some of the crew accompanied a party of the natives on a fish-

ing party, taking their nets with them, a mode of fishing un-

known to these people. Their success was very great, and

filed the natives with astonishment. On the first haul with

the net, they caught 520 salmon, and on the next haul 1 130

fish were procured, 'l"he surprise and joy of these people

was excessive on the occasion, and thny jumped into the water

on observing the fish in shoals, uttering exclamations of joy,

and throwing them out with their hands as far as possible up-

on the land. Commander Ross gave them as mary as they

could carry, and told them that in about three days he would

again bring his nets, and if he was equally successful, that they

should have a further supply. Accordingly at the time ap-

pointed, he visited the spot, and found that the blsquimaux

were there to meet him. They received him with loud shouts

expressive of their joy, and ran towards the lake where they

expected to be favoured with the same degree of success they

had formerly experienced. The place appeared to be literal-

ly full of fisli, and on throwing in the seine they brought out

no less than 3,400 fish, and the weight was so great that ap-

prehensions were entertained that the seine would break.

Nothing could exceed the pleasun which the I£.squiiiiaux

manifested at thcsightof such anumberuf fish, exceeding almost
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iiiiy thing on record, and they were supplied with ihcin »o

tluir hearts content, returning to their huts loaded with food

for some time to come. The crew continued in the mean timu'

to proceed in rigging the ship, and getting on board the various

instruments which had been used in the observatories. On
the 20th the crow's nest was got up, and the cheats and bcd-

liing were sent on shore in order that they miglit be propi-rly

aired. 'I'licre wore at this time several of the crew in a sickly

state, and symptoms of scurvy appeared ; hut -jvcry incaiw

was used by supplying ihcrn with fresh wholesome food, and

causing them to take gentle exercise, to promote their recovery.

On the 24lh of July the ship became cFcar of the ice, and

every prospect was now presented of their being able to feavc

their winter abode. Every exertion was now made to get tiro

ship ready for sea as soon as the ice should be in motion. The

launch, which had been drawn under the ice, became disen-

gaged, and being hauledon shore, was, on examination, found to

have nine of her timbers broken and some of the butts started.

It was deemed necessary however that they should take the

launch with them, and the carpenter was therefore ordered to

put her in complete repair. On the first of August the main

ice became loose, but still the way of release for the ship was

far from cheering. The wind necessary to open a way for

her departure by dispersing the ice, ought to have been south-

westerly, whereas for many days it had remained northerly.

Several of the crew were in a very bad state of health, and

very ill qualified to undertake the arduous duties which thcv

were now expecting to be called on to perform. At no great

distance they saw the ice running and clearing the sea, hut

the ship was, as it were, cooped up in a small bay, and the ice

closely packed around them. Commander Ross went in a

boat to examine the state of the ice, and on returninn- stated

that no prospect presented itself of extricating themselves, and

even if the ship was moved from her present situation, si i ' 1 there

was the appearance of their not being able to proceed far without

mcetingfurtherbesetments; atall events, they had to look forward

to a must clillicult and intricate navigation, in which much judg"
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nicnt and fortitude would be necessary to accomplish their es.

cape. Their present situation was altogether of dismal pros-

pect, and tended very much to di8|)irit the men, as it seemed

likely they would have to pass another winter at their present

station, with a scarcity of fuel and provisions. Of the latter

however, there was at this time an abundant supply, and had

been for some time past ; birds and animals were daily killed

by the siwrtsmen, and the fish were apparently inexhaustible,

The shoals often came so close to the shore, that they might

almost be tossed out by the hand. On the 31st the wind be-

came westerly and a dawn of hope began again to arise, but

on the 1st of September it changed to the northward again,

blowing severely and accompanied with heavy falls of snow.

On the following day it became a violent hurricane, and ap-

prehensions were entertained that the tackling of the ship

would be carried away by it ; tl»c ice also was driven along in

large floes, so as to render the passage more difficult for the

ship whenever she might float. There was a sufficiency of

water to enable the ship to move, but the ice was so packed

nboiit the outside of it, that it was useless to attempt at na-

vigation. I'lie depth of water where the Victory lay was
sometimes very shallow, and varying from three feet to four

and five fathoms. It would have been destruction to the ship

to attempt to force this passage at low water ; but on the

4th of September, taking advantage of the spring tides, the

men giving three cheers, began warping the ship through the

passage, and to the inexpressible joy of all parties she moved

on towards her destination. She had proceeded however

but a few yards before she grounded on a rock, and as the

tide returned she slipped off and took the bottom. Her situ-

ation was thus again become very alarming, but their hope

was that she would float at high water, and that she might do

so, the laborious duty of liglitening her by taking every

article out of the ship was found to be necessary. Great and

arduous was thin undertaking, but the necessity was evident

and therefore not a murmur was hcurd, not one expression of

uissatisfuction uttered; the allcnipt was instantly set about.
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and the ship was m-tually cleared of all her stores and piovj.

'Jons. Having thus far fulfilled their duty, and a relaxation

from labour having opened an opportunity for reflection, some

of the crew began to entertain forebodings that their voyage

might terminate in the same manner as the Fury, and that

perhaps the stores of the Victory might liave to remain on the

beach to supply the wants of some future voyagers to these

northern regions.

The rising of the tide was now anxiously waited for. Every

one had his eye fixed by his solicitude to notice its slow

though certain advance. Should she not float there appeared

no alternative but to leave her, as the crew of the Fury had

done before, and seek to find one of the whaling ships which

might frequent the entrance of Lancaster sound, or Baffin's

bay: but the hope of finding any ship in these parts would be

vain until the spring, and that therefore they must expect to

pass another dreary winter in these inhospitable and cheerless

climes.

Steadily was the eye fixed upon the vessel, as the tide

flowed round her ; and deeper and deeper was the anxictj,

with which the mark was regarded, which indicated ihe alti-

tude of the tide. It was now three quarters tide, and still

the Victory was stationary. The water had risen above the

numerical mark on her rudder ; and therefore, unless she was

actually jammed in between two rocks, the confidence amount-

ed almost to a certainty, that she would float before the wa-

ter had reached the high water mark. It was one of those

tryingmomentsof human life, which description cannot reach,

and which, imagination in the wildest of her flights, can scaiee-

ly approach. It was the moment of decision, perhaps, be-

tween a long and dreary period of misery and want, in the

utmost extreme of human suffering, and a safe return to their

country and their home.

Gradually, and as it were with the imperceptible growth of

the tide, the water gurgled round the Victory. It was a

breathless expectation, depictured in its strongest features, on

the countenances of the anxious mariners ; and, as the ship
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first heaved willi the wave, that came rolling towards her—

the watch on the bow shouted, •' she floats, she floats." 'I'he

sound passed from the foremast to the mizeu : and Hope, the

tutelar deity of the sailor, whispered her inspirations into

every breast. The tide was not yet at its height ; but al-

though the ship ^7as afloat, it was impossible to take any ad-

vantage of her being at liberty ; for as the stores, and in fact

the entire cargo of the Victory, were on the beach, it would

have been the extreme of bad management, and perhaps the

means of deranging the whole of their future proceedings, if

they had attempted to move from the position, in which they

then lay. It was, liowever, considered an act of prudence to get

her into deeper water, and she was therefore moved as far as

possible further tu the northward, and laid alongside of a berg

which seemed to form a good hold for her.

As the tide returned, the ship grounded again in a situation

of a most dangerous character, for the bottom was found to

consist of forked and sharp pointed rocks, by which the bot-

tom of the ship might be greatly injured. Her hull was in

danger from the pressure of the ice, and she might receive a

squeeze which would disarrange ail her timbers. It was a

matter of consideration under such circumstances, whether i^

would not be best to push the ship farther on before the stores

and provisions were conveyed on board, which in that case

must be effiected by means of the launch ; or, whether they

should be conveyed on board as the ship now lay. In the

latter case there might be a danger of her grounding again,

and in the former the distance would occasion a greater delay.

To determine this point soundings were taken, and in the end

the stores were ordered to be immediately shipped. The whole

of the two following days were occupied in conveying the

stores on board. The ship now lay in a very dangerous state

as had any pressure taken place from the iceberg the ship

must have been crushed. However, the re-shipment of the

stores were completed without any accident, and the men were

set to cut through the icebergs with their saws. The ice how.

ever was impelled by the tide into the bay, and formed such

r. V. 89. 6 C
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heavy masses, tint they wt'ie imablc to force a passage throiifjlt

them. On the lltli the wind heiiig soiitlierly, all liands were

employed with the ice saws, and a passage seemed to l)eopcn.

ed, hut on trial the ship was tDiiiid li> lie so ch)sely houiui

ill wiih heavy ice, llmt notliiiig effectual was accompli-hed.

The crew iiowever continued to employ their saws on the

121.Ii and 13th, when at length the ship floated with a sonih-

t-rly wind.

• On the ITih, the ice opened in a most extraordinary maimer,

with the wind from the north-north-west, and the Aurora

shining most brilliantly. A boat was dispatched to examine

the ice, and, from the report, that was received on its return,

at 2 o'clock P.M., the Victory was once more under sail, and

she stretched along the land until having made nearly four

miles, a boat was sent a-head with a whale line, and the ship

was made fast to a berg, with the intention of remaining in

that position until the following morning. During the 18th

and lyth, the wind shifted to almost all the points of the com-

pass, driving the ice in every direction. But the Victory had

got into such an unfavourable situation, that very little hope

remained, of emancipating her Iroin it : no other prospect

therefore presented itself, than passing another winter within

four miles of the former harbour. On the 20ih, the wind got

round to the south-west, blowing strong : but it was too late

for the Victory to take advantage (jf it, as she was completely

frozen in, and the young ice pouring in upon her, in all direc-

tions. The labour of the crew was here severe indeed, in cut-

ting away the young ice, to keej) the ship clear: but it was a

most disiieartening task, for they had no sooner cleared her in

one quarter, than she was blocked up in another; and faint

indeed, was now the hope of ever moving the vessel ftom the

perilous situation in which she lay.

(Jn the morning of the 21st, the wind blew from the east,

ward but the ice deviated not from its usual direction ; to-

wards mid-day, Iiowever, it veered suddenly round to the

northward, and on account of this sudden change, the ice came

rushing in, driving. every thing before it. At that time, the
I 10 a\
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Victory was fust to t«u large bergs: l)iit tlic prossnio of llio

ice was so groat, tliat it sont tlie burgs and tlie 8l)i|) riglit on

shore, 30 that at low Wiiter slie was l^'ing aground on sonu

very heavy pieces of ice, llie ice itself being aground also,

As the tide rose, she floated, but witb every ebb she reste<l on

the ice, endangering her bottom, and rendering her situntion

one of the greatest peril. All hands were now employed n

clearing away the ico from under her bottom : the conserpience

of which was, that when the tide ebbed, she came nearly on

lier broadHide.

On the '27tb, the rudder was unshipped ; the wind still

hlowing hard from the north-cast, and about two miles olY, a

vast expanse of clear water, with a very dark watery sky ; but

tilt; siiip was so blocked up, that it was then reduced to a cer-

tainty, that their progress for that season was at an end. Com-
mander Ross left the ship to take a view of tlie position iu

wiiich the Victory lay, and to seek for a place where she

might harbour for the winter. Me ascended a hill, and to

the northward saw a clear sea, in which the Victory might

have been if she had kept on her course, on tire day that she

left Telix Harbour, instead of being fastened to the bergs_

From the 2ytli of September to the Srd of October, the

ercw were laboriously employed in getting the ship into her

winter harbour, and in five days they got her no further than

!},> feet. The crew were principally engaged in cutting a < a-

nal for the ship to winter in, or rather the canal was cut for

llie purpose of getting the ship into deeper water, for where

she then lay, the heavy ice was clear of her bottom; but, a'

low water, she would fall on her broadside, if she were iioi

shored up every tide, which was one of the severest labours

which the crew had to un(Iprc!:o, during the whole of the voy-

i'^e: in fact, it may be aflirnied, that the privations, which

till y underwent at this period, and the constant and nnremit-

tin;,' lal)our to which they were exposed, may be denominated

as the most trying part of the voyage.

From the 1st. of November to the lOth, the principal duty of

l!ic crew was unrigging the vessel, an \ pre|»aring her for ier
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Wintering

;

the wind blowing strong, sometimes accompanied

with snow, from the northward and the westward. The ship

was banked up as during the preceding winter, and a snow

deck was raised as a protection against the violence of the wea-

ther; Snow walls were also built about the ship, and an ob

servatory was commenced on the highest hill in the immediate

vicinity of the harbour. The powder was got out of the ship

for fear of fire, and the boats housed up, and covered with

snow, to keep them from renting. A spar was placed on a

high hill as a flag-staff, for the purpose of guiding the Esqui-

maux to the ship, whose visits, during the preceding winter,

had, in many instances, been highly accepts' as they were

the purveyors of different kinds of food of materials

from which the winter clothing was to be mauc. In fine wea-

ther a flag was hoisted on the spar; but it was necessary to

keep a constant watch upon it, as it was an object which the

Esquimaux women had a great desire to obtain possession of,

as an ornament round their necks.

The 30th of November was the last day in which they en-

joyed the sight of the sun ; and this circumstance led the par-

ty to reflect on the privations they probably would have to

sustain, and the difficulties they had to go through, by remain-

ing in tliis inhospitable climate another winter. The officers

now began to go out in the pursuit of game, and very few

days intervened wherein some were not procured. They thus

passed through the months of November and December, keep-

ing the festival of Christmas by an extra allowance uf grog

and soup, and other provisions to the crew in general, and

displaying in the cabin all the various dainties which climates

of a milder character could be found to provide. The crew

had also, in the course of this time, built observatories, and

erected snow walls to protect them from the severe winds and

drifting of the snow.

The commencement of the new year was severely cold, and

the thermometer was for a few days at sixty degrees below

i-ero ; yet, notwithstanding the severity of the weather, parties

often went out on shooting expeditions. About the middle of
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ihe month the weather became more mild, and on the l!)t|i

the sun just pce|)ed over the liorizon tu the great joy of the

crew. Notwithstanding tlie severity of the weathei Com-
mander Ross was continually visiting the observatory and

taking observui'ons. The month of February came in very

mild, and great success attended the shooting parties. At

one time they saw fifteen grouse in one covey, and killed a

great number of foxes. On the 'iJ3rd Commander James lloss

and Blanky, tlie mate, commenced the dipping needle, the

movements of which they watched with a solicitude a id in-

tenseness of application that can scarcely b> described

The weather was very severe during the month of March and

more so than the spring of the preceding year ; there was alsu

oftentimes sudden changes of the weather which greatly affected

the crew, who were occupied in fetching gravel for the canal

and building snow houses to shade the thermometer. The
shooting parties still continued to be very successful, so that

the cabin was abundantly supplied with game. On the Cth

of April orders were issued for a party to prepare for an ex-

cursion to explore the land which runs to Cook's basin, and

also for the purpose of obtaining sonic musk oxen. To this

end they were set to work in constructing a tent for the party

to sleep in. This basin or bay was to the northward of the

ship, with a long point of jfiid running out to the eastward,

which made the point bear north-east from the ship. From
the entrance to the head of the bay, was about 37 miles, but

there were a number of very fin« rivers, which emptied them-

selves into it; Cook's Basin lay about 38 miles due north from

the ship, and it was supposed by going to the head of this bay

there would be found a narrow neck of land, or perhaps a

passage.

On the 12th, some seal skins were delivered to the party,

for the purpose of making some travelling shoes ; and on the

14lh some of the Esquimaux dresses, which had been purchas-

ed of the natives the preceding winter, were given to the crew,

in order to make of them a deer-skin covering for the party,

whilst sleeping in the snow Iiomsc ; for, at this time of the
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year, during tlie travelling expeditions, it was found neces-

sary to build a snow liouse at every stage or resting plate.

i'lie l-illi of April was Commander Ross's birth-day, btin;,'

then 31 years old ; it was celebrated in the cauin, and iln:

crew bad each of lliem ai extra allowance of grog. On iJi •

I8tli, the provisions for the travelling party were rll woiglnd

and stowed away in the mat sacks ; and on the follow ii.i^ duv,

nine hands were sent forward about two miles, with the si>. Igc.

On the 20d), all hands were up as early as half past two in the

morning ; and liaving partaken of a hearty breakfast, at halt'

past three they set out on their excursion.

On the 21st, three Esquimaux came to the ship who had

been despatched by Commander Ross, with instructions lo

Captain Ilosr., in send some men with them, to their huts, for

the purpose of biirging away some salmon, that had been

buried since the preceding August. 'J'he Esquimaux remain-

ed on board all night; and early in the following morning,

Captain lloss, Mr. iM'Diariniti, and three men, accompanied

by the Esn';iniuiix, set oi with the dogs and sledges, to fetch

the fish, ai>d returned at 3 o'clock, bringing with t''em 2j2lt)s.

offish in very good condition. Two of the Esquunaux came

back with the party, and remained on board all night. A
supper was provided for them, and tiny each of them con-

trived to consume about three pounds, 'riicir appetites ap-

peared to increase in the ratio of the decrease of llie fodd, that

was before iheni. On a t ultlen, both of ilieni were sei/.cil « illi

an excess've vomiting, which appeared tobetother.isucha com-

mon occurrence, that wit lithe greatest coolnes?, they allowed llio

malady to subside, and then, if permitted, would have re-

turned to dispose of the leuiainder of the fish ; but, in tliin

they were prevented l)> one of the ofllcers, who had quilts

satisfied himself with this s|)ecinien of Esquimaux glultun\

.

These liuinan cornioraiils took their departure after lireakCasl

On the IGth of May, two different jiarlies set out on an

exploring expedition, one of which was under the conimaiiil

of Captain Uos.-- himself, and the ether under Mic direction («t

Comniunder James Uubo. Euclt party was acconipuuied by
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five men, and a good supply of provisions. They were to tra-

vel in company for a certain distance; but, as Commandcf
Unss's journey was intended to occupy several days more than

titat of Captain Ross, relays of provisions were appointed to

1)0 made for his use at different intervals. The 23rd being

the anniversary of the day on which the Victory left Wool-
wicii, a glass of grog to each man was given in order that they

niijiiit celebrate the event.

The foot of the seannn Taylor, which had been frost-

bitten, and which, notwithstanding all the attention paid to

liini by the surgeon Mr. M'Diarniid, became in a worse state

ami it was determined it should be amputated; acco;dingly,on

the 2ik1. of June the operation was performed, after which he

was laid in his cot with every appearance of doing well. Cap-

tain lloss in the mean time returned from his expedition with-

out effecting any useful discovery. On the 6th a party were

sent out with an additional quantity of provisions for Com-
mander J:nncs Ross, for a supply on his return, which took

place on the 13th of June, after a month's absence, having

penetrated much farther than on the preceding year, return-

ing by an isthmus which divided two seas, and intersected by
n number of lakes. He was informed by the natives that tlie

sea here abounded with walrusses, seals and whales, but the

partv saw none thems^jlves. Commander Ross stated that al-

though he had discovered a sea to the westward, by which

their voyage might be extended in that quarter, yet the ap-

pearance was on the whole very unfavourable as to the pos-

Bihility of navigating it : however the ciicun,: nee inspired a

hope that as soon as the Viciory became !''!>erated from her

present situation, they might be able to ai' 'ance to the west-

ward so far as to determine the question whether there was a

passage tti be found in that direction.

There now began to be some prospect of liberating the ship

as the ice melted fast ; but the severity of the frost of the pre-

(tnt year continued to a much later |M.'riod than that of the

preceding.
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Preparations were now made to get the ship ia a proper

state for sea. Fresh water was taken in and the tanks stowed

away in the hold ; the housing was taken off, and the ship

rigged. On the 2nd of July Commander lloss went on

a shooting expedition, and brought back witli him five Esqui-

maux, four of whom had never been at the ship before. The

astonishment, which these poor creatures evinced, on being

taken down into the cabin, was most extraordinary ; they ap-

peared as if some magician's wand liad stricken them mutiun-

Icss ; the only part about them, having any tendency to mo-

tion, being their eyes, which rolled about from one object to

another ; and then, having apparently satisfied their gaze, tiicv

burst into a kind of hysterical laugh. On being oilered soniu

refreshment, they shook their heads, exclaiming JN'aA:, AaA;

but when they saw their companions, who had been at the

ship before, begin to devour the food, which was placed be-

fore him, they threw off, by degrees, all reserve, and in a very

short time gave a decisive proof, that they were able to sup.

port the character of their countrymen for acts of gluttony.

On discoursing with one of the men, it was discovered, that he

was the possessor of two wives; but he very cooly intimated,

that one of tliem was very much at the service of any one, who

on seeing her, might take a fancy to her. They stopped on

board until eight o'clock in the evening, and then departed

with some trifling presents.

On the following day, a party set out in search of the liuls

of this particular tribe, but returned unsuccessful; during

their absence, five men, and three women with three children,

arrived at the ship ; but, although they brought neither fi&h,

nor wares with them, yet they were very importunate for

some presents, and evinced a strong disposition to pilfer what-

soever they could lay their hands upon ; m fact, they appeared

to be a more deceitful and dishonourable set of beings, than

the natives in the immediate vicinity of Felix Harbour. There

was, however, a degree of fun and humour about these men,

which had never been witnessed in any other individuals of the

Esquimaux tribe, and after a very little persuasion, the sailors got
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tliein to exhibit llioir abilities in an Esquimaux <lance ; in the

course of wliich they threw themselves into a variety of gro-

tesque and ridiculous attitudes, and koonigged the different

sailors wlio came in contact with them.

On the l6th, Commander Ross set out on a dshing ex-

cursion, to a place called North Bay, accompanied by Mr.

M'Diarmid and eight of the crew, taking two of the Esqui-

maux as guides. On the first haul with the net, they caught

five hundred, and at the second they caught eleven hun-

dred and forty-three ; on seeing the last haul, the natives

manifested their joy by loud exclamations, and plunging into

the water ladled out the fiah with their hands. 'J'licse natives

had never before witnessed the catching of fish by the net, and

were filled with the utmost astonishment at the circumstance.

On the £6th they also caught, at one haul, 3,300 salmon.

The privations and suflTcrings which the men endured, at this

lime, were however of the severest kind : Curtis's In t were very

much excoriated, and Anthony Buck became subject to fits,

and was obliged to be conveyed to the f' > on a sledge. The

fish which had been procured, were pr^ d after different

modes; some were dried, others were salinl anJ druil, and

some were pickled in vinegar, and the crew were thus en-

gaged until the end of July.

On the 3rd of August, the boats were got off from the

shore, and the casks were filled with water ; the ice also be-

gan to give way, and the ship drove a few feet from her

former position. Although the ship was now liberated from

the pressure of the ice, and literally surrounded with water,

yet the winds were so directly in their teeth, blowing the ice

into the bay, that no efforts could force a passage into the

open sea. On the 5th the ice was in motion about the ship,

and all were prepared to take advantage of any opening

which might occur, the wind being to the VV. N. W. : but

after a time the wind veered to the northward, driving the

ice into the bay, and choaking up every opening whereby the

ihip might escape. The influence which the wind had in

P. V. 40. 6 D
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making an opening by clearing away the ice in on? hour, and

ill the next choaking up the opening by driving the ice into

the bay, occasioned the necessity of being on the watch to

take advantage of any favourable moments that might occur.

During this period the ship had been made fast to an iceberg,

which being aground, and apparently immovable, she was, as

all supposed, in a state of safety ; on the 9th however, to the

great terror of all on board, the berg capsized with a tremen-

dous crash, and the ship would have been thrown on her

beam ends, but that the hawsers snapped with the strain, and

left the vessel without any moorings. All hands instantly

turned out, and the vessel was quickly made fast to anotlur

berg, although her present situation did not seem to be with-

out leaving apprehensions for her safety.

On the 12th, a party of the Esquimaux paid them a visit,

among whom was the native, for whom a wooden leg was

made by the carpenter. He had the misfortune to break his

wooden leg, and paid this visit to solicit the gift of another,

which accordingly was promised to be got ready for him,

against the next day, when he came again to the ship, accom-

panied by the whole of the tribe, amounting together in men,

women and children to twenty-two persons, among these

several were recognized as having been tluir acquaintance,

when lying in Felix harbour, and a familiarity quickly took

place of a laughable character, as the Esquimaux p ucd

their noses in close contact with the noses of their former

acquaintance, and koonigged the sailors till their faces hail

partaken somewhat of the dirty colouring, of their northern

acquaintance. Dancing was now introduced and the E;qni-

maux ladicB laid hold of officer or sailor, just as they came

within their reach, playing all manner of antics much after

the manner of Bartholomew Fair. Mr. Light accompanied

all their movements by various tunes on his violin, and jump-

ing and jollity continued till all were tolerably well fatigued

with their various amusements. They iifterwards partook of a

reput of bak(<! se I and blubb.i, and were then rowed on
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shore fully satiafiecl with the kindnRss of tlicir hosts au.l

nuule the best of their way to tlieir several huts. On Sunday,

tlie I4th the Esquimaux again presented themselves on the

hcach, making signs that they desired to come on board ;

Captain Iloss consented, and ordered a boat to be sent for

them. 'I'here was considerable difficulty in making the

women sit still, and one of the youngest having fixed her

atfcctions upon one of the sailois, resolved in despite of all

law or rule, that she would koonig him in the boat; the con-

Bt-quence was that this lady would have been immersed, head

Hiui heels in the water, but for the interference of one of ihc

sailors. This however, to an Esquimaux of either sex, is no

(iwd punishment, for in their travels to their fishing and

iiuntiiig stations, the ice frequently gives way beneath their

weight, and they are plunged into the water ; this so often

liappens, that they regard it as a matter of course.

On the 15lh, ten Esquimaux came on board, complaining

that their provisions were gone ; some seal and blubber were

couktid for them, Abernethy having succeeded in getting a

scul on board which he had mortally wounded the preceding

(luy. 'I'his was a fortunate occurrence, for it seldom happens

that the seal travels far from its hole, (the space of water

being so called by the Esquimaux, when the seals come up

for the purpose of respiration) and even if the bullet were to

strike liim in a vital part, he generally rushes into the water,

and dies beneath llie ice. At their departure. Commander

Ross gave a projKirlion of dried fikh to those who had families,

ami a smaller quantity to those who had none, the greater

put of the fish was in a vnutilated state, having been deprived

ttl'a head or tail by their own dogs, but this circumstance did

not appear to depreciate the fi^h in their estimation.

'I'he weather for this month was exceedingly inauspici-

ous ; on the l6th a heavy (all of snow took place, and there

was alternate rain and snow, throughout the remainder of

that day, and part of the succeeding one the ice ; continued sta-

tionary, and there appeared no prospect of its clearing away (or

eonie lime. On the i20th the wnid blew strong from W. S. W.
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and the ice setting N. E. On the following day, however, the

wind veered suddenly round to the eastward, which, in the

situation the Victory then lay, was the most adverse wind

that could blow, the ship not having the slightest shelter.

The berg, to which the vessel was fastened astern, floated,

and the bower anchor was immediately got ready. The

Victory was now placed in a very awkward predicament; the

wind at east, blowing dead upon the land, drove the whole

bodv of the ice direct into the place where the ship lay. On
the 22nd the wind blew from the northward, with all the

loose ice drifting on shore, this was fortunate for the Victory,

and an anchor and a hawser were taken to a berg astern, it

being aground, and the ship was fastened to it.

On the evening of the 26th, the ice set in with an over-

powering force, by which the whale boat got a tremendous

nip, which broke all her timbers and five thwarts, and render-

ed her nearly useless. She was got on board after consider-

able labour, when she was cut in two, by order of Captain

Ross, and a four-oared boat made of one of the parts. The

wind now blew from the south and east, and it was judged

advisable to moor the ship afresh, and a party was sent on

shore, for that purpose. The crew were afterwards employed

in greasing the masts, loosening sails, and other duties neces-

sary to be performed, before the vessel would be prepared to

leave her second winter harbour : an event which was daily

to be looked for, with very great vigilance on the part of the

officers, and afforded them little leisure for any other occupa-

tion.

Early on the morning of the 27th, the moorings, which hud

been fastened to the shore, suddenly snapped from the heavy

strain that was continually upon them; all hands were turn-

ed out to secure the ship again, but although it was effected,

the situation, in which the vessel lay, was not considered as

wholly exempt from danger. At eight o^clock in the even-

ing, the wind blowing from the westward, the ice became all

in motion, driven to the southward and the eastward.

Tiie 28th was the day of emancipation of the Victory, froin
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iier long confinement in her second winter Imrbour. The

morning broke, with fresh breezes from the south, but at

eii'ht o'clock the wind clianged to the W. N. W. and all

hands were employed in clearing t e ice from the ship. At

nine o'clock hove the larboard hawser taught, and then cut if,

as it was under a piece of ice, that was aground; several Iiands

were now sent on shore, to bring off whatever remained

belonging to the ship, and at 1 p. m. she was warped up to

wiiidwiird, at <l r. m. the ship was made fast to a piece ot

ground ice. Commander Ross, with a boat's crew now went on

sliorf, for the purpose of ascertaining the state of the ice that

was running out of the North Bay, which had continued with-

out inlcrmission for eight or nine hours; and therefore it was

his opinion, that there must be an end to it. He ascended

an exceedingly high hill, that looked not only directly into

the bay, but also up it ; and on returning to the ship, he in-

formed Captain llo&s that the ice seemed to be clear. As the

wind was from the W. N. W. they cast off, and stretched

along the land, keeping the ship in the wind, for the pur-

pose of getting the dingey on board, she being sent to cast

off the line. A piece of ground ice under their lee, obliged

them to go about ship on the starboard tack, by which cir-

cumstance a great deal of ground was lost, which was consi-

derably increased by being obliged to take the launch in tow

nstern of the shi|), thereby hanging as a dead weight upon

her, when she ought to have been entirely free from every in-

cumbrance of the kind, "^1 he ship having hardly headway,

again brought another berg under their '.ee, which it was

found impossible to weather, and the sliip struck it on her

larboard bow, which shoved her head up ; bu*. as she did not

lose her headway, she went about her own length, and took

the rocks forehead, and her stern dropped in on the berg,

and the rudder was nearly knocked to pieces.

The consequences of this accident were of the most serious

ospect, the ship was for a time unmanageable, and in a situation,

that, had the wind blown with violence from the northward,

(he sailors would really have been obliged to exclaim, *' good
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bye. Victory." The carpenters were employed during tlie

night in repairing the rudder, which could only be perfornifd

l)y lantern light, the task therefore proceeded slowly, and in.

hccuifly; independently however of this inaiispii:ioiis event,

tlie ship was lying all the while, with her forefoot on tlie

rocks, in the most imminent danger of having her bottom

injured, or of falling on her broadside. In order to provide

against the latter calamity, a hawser was got out to the west-

ward, it was a matter ahnost of life or death, the very exis-

tence of the Victory depended at this moment, upon the

strength and goodness of the hawser; the strain was tre-

mendous, the men were hanging on their handspikes, anotlu r

liaul of the capstern, and perhaps all was safe. Tliis was a

moment of breathless anxiety and expectation, she floattd

into deep water, and was hauled in shore to the westward,

and remained in that position during the whole of the night.

The morning of the 2yth broke with strong breezes from

west by south, all hands were turned out as early as eight

o'clock in the morning, and the first part of their duty was to

ship the rudder. 'I'he boat was next hoisted up, and the

vessel was once more under way. The dingey was got on

board, and the ship stretched gallantly across the bay, to-

wards the north point. At 5 p. M. the breezes freshened, by

which the jib was split, and the mizen lug boom carried

away ; a new jib was immediately bent, the ship working

hard to windward.

At seven they set the gafF top-sail and fore-top-gallant-sail,

some heavy squalls coming on, with the wind veering to the

northward, and thick weather accompanied with snow. A
small bay clear of ice was now entered by them ; and the ship

was hauled to the wind and put about, wl)ile in stays she

was however baffled by the wind from westering, but still ha-

ving head-way she ran so close to the shore as to create much
apprehension. The jib eventually took the light way, and as

the ship came round, she caught with her keel upon the rocks

so close to land, that it was very ea^y to step from the stern

on shore. At eleven, they tacked again, and stood over to
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tlie south-west shore : the boat was sent away with a forty

fathom line, and it was made fast on shore : they hove on it,

hut it slipped off, the ship at that time having shortened sail.

Tlic lead was heaved overboard, and found twenty-tlircc fa-

liioms water ; the anchor was let go, and another line run out

to which the ship was made fast. In the afternoon, Com-

mander Ross surveyed the bay, and, on his return, tiic ship

was got to the head of it. The wind N.N.E. witii snow ; the

ice running to the southward. The name of Victory Har-

bour was given to the bay by Commander Itoss. About two

miles and a half to the north-east of this Iiarbour, there is a

passage round the point, through which runs a strong tide.

On the 30th, Commander Ross and a boat's crew went to the

passage to see if it was clear of ice, and reported on his re-

turn, that it was blocked up, the ice running to the northward.

He made another survey on the evening of the same day, and

found the ice much more open ; some hope was therefore en-

tertained that their present harbour was not intended to be

their winter one.

On the 3l8t, the hands were employed in mooring the ship ;

towards evening, to the great satisfaction of the crew, the wind

came on to blow hard from the south-west, and, before the

night closed, it blew a gale direct from the south. This was

the very wind for which they had so earnestly prayed, as be-

ing the most favourable for driving the ice out of the bay,

and removing the blockade at the entrance, so as to enable

them to get out. On the morning of the 1st of September the

wind continued to blow strong from the south and south-west

;

and as their return to England depended solely upon the

continuance of this wind, it was with tiie most fluctuating

feelings of hope and fear, that the crew watched even the

sligiitest change, dreading the least variation of the vane, as

if their existence depended upon it. The dreadful consequen-

ces that would in all probability result, in the event of their

being compelled to remain during the winter in their present

situation, were well known to all the men ; they were well a-

ware that no other fate could possibly await them, than their
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being obliged to travel to Fury Hcacli tlic following spiinjF,

with the most distressing iinccrtainly upon their minds, wlie-

tlicr they should find the stores as they Imd lePt tliem ; for the

provision they had remaining on board the Victory was bare-

ly suflident to last till the following May, if the men tontimi.

etl on full allowance during the whole time. But their bri^lit

hopes were soon dispelled ; and the golden, though delusive

opportunity that presented itself for so short a period, was

totally lost, for before five o'clock the ice came running into

the bay at a rapid rate. The starboard bower anchor was let

go, and all hands were turned out to secure the ship, whicii

was accomplished, though contrary to the expectations of the

major part of the crew. On the 2nd of October, the bay was

full of ice. The ice appeared in the offing accordingly as the

tide ebbed or flowed, north or south. By four o'cliKik in the

afternoon, the bay was clear of ice, the wind blowing fresh

from the north to north-west.

At three o'clock in the morning of the 3rd, all hands were

turned out, to heave the ship over to the north, as where

she then lay her keel at times touched the ground. At six

o'clock, Commander Ross with a boat's crew, went to examine

the state of the ice in the passage •, and, on his return, in a-

bout two hours, reported that it was clear of ice, but the wind

was dead foul against them. Towards evening, it blew a tre-

mendous gale from the north, on which the yards were point-

ed to the wind. A heavy fall of snow ensued, which came

driving with the wind with such violence, that it was impossi-

ble for the men to stand up against it. The ice also, imfjci-

led by the wind, ran rapidly to the southward, accompanied

with a roar, which, at midnight, was calculated to instil the

feelings of horror and of awe into the stoutest heart.

On the 6th, very heavy ice was setting fast into the b.iy ;

on which every man was ordered out to secure the ship. With

great difficulty she was got into the middle of the harbour,

where she received the heaviest nip that had befallen her du.

ring the whole of her voyage. So great was the pressure that

she careened nearly keel out, and did not get righted for sc<
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vcral hours, during which it was apprehended every moment

that she would fall on her beam ends. After the most strenuous

exertions, the ice being partially cleared away, she righted

;

and then, with the least possible delay, was got to the head of

the bay, and moored to the rocks, and to a berg. The ruddet

was now unshipped, and every precaution taken, to prevent the

recurrence of a similar disaster, on which, perhaps, the verj

fate of the vessel depended.

In the evening of a few daya after, a party of Esqui-

maux, belonging to the family of Tuluach, came to the ship,

and complained much of the want of provisions, which ap-

]X!arcd rather strange to the officers, who well knew that their

stow-holes were full of fish, and perhaps better filled than

ever they were before, on account of their having received a

great quantity from the different fishing parties belonging to

the Victory, which the men could not bring away with them.

From the statement of these people, it appears, that each

season has its appointed kind of food, as in the same manner
distinguishes more fertile and fruitful countries. They ge-

nerally resort to their stow-holes in the summer, when their

principa' food is fish, as the seaic have then migrated to other

parts; but again return about tlie month of September, very

few, however, were to be seen at tlii'. time ; and, as the cir-

ciniistance of some having been shot by the officers and crew,

had come to the knowledge of the natives on their previous

visit, they now presented themselves before the great Ange-

kok to pray his interference with the seals, and force them to

appear in greater numbers. They had applied to their own

Angekok, who had accordingly paid a visit to the spirit, who,

ill the lower regions, holds dominion over the seals, and a ter-

rible conflict, according to the representation of the Angekok,

had taken place between them ; which terminated by the

great spirit being obliged to succumb to his superior prowess,

and promising that the seals should be set at liberty. But

for some reason, which they could not exactly divine, (although

they had their suspicions on the subject,) the great spirit had

failed in keeping his promise; in con8equence> the seals were

P. V. 40. 6 E
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Still kept fiom visiting the upper world ; ami tliey felt con.

vinccd, that unless llie spirit below could by some powerful

means be brought to his proper senses, and compelled to

forego his unjust hold upon the seals, the ultimate result

would be, that the whole of the tril)e would be reduce 1 .0

absolute starvation. Under this pressing exigency, and with

the most sanguine hopes of having so great a calamity avert-

ed, they solicited the aid and assistance of the mighty Aiige<

kok, (Captain Ross,) on board " the great Iwuse," as the

Victory was termed, for his superior dignity and importance had

succeeded in making such deep impressions upon the mind:<

of the natives, that they felt thoroughly convinced that his

power extended so far, as to give the refractory spirit below a

hearty drubbing, and force him to relinquish his dominion,

not only over the seals, but also over all the other animals wm 1

had thrown themselves under his protection.

Captain Ross had such strong proofs of the natives being

10 thoroughly convinced that the seals were under his domi-

nion, that he deemed it politic and advisable, for very cogent

reasons, to let them remain in their error ; and he therefore

undertook, that if they wpuld pay a visit to the ship after a

senik, or sleep, to take care that a seal should be in readiness

for them. Fortunately, however, for Captain Ross, two

seals had been brought to the ship on the preceding day,

which they had not skinned ; and, therefore, the fulfilment did

not depend upon the contingency of being able to kill one
;

indeed, if he had not been swayed by a particular motive, he

could have given them the seal at t.iut mom.ent, but the delay

was designedly sought for, in order to confirm the natives in

their belief of his supernatural powers, and that the ac-

quisition of a seal at any time depended merely upon his

will. Captain Ross also found it to be greatly to his

interest, to encourage the natives m entertaining a belief

of his supernatural powers, as it was the means of inti>

midating them, and preventing them from committing ma-

ny thefts, which would otherwise have taken place; for,

the conviction was strong upon thuir loinde, that he wai' in
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possession of a power wliicli would enable him to diiicover (he

tliicf, and force him to ihe restitution of the stolen propertj,

willi the immediate infliction of the punishment annexed to

the commisssion of so heinoub an offence.

It became at last, a settled point, with the men, that thcj had

readied the extent of their voyage to the westward ; atid, on

tliu same evening, one of the men went to the top of the near-

tit liill, and returned with the report that the ice appeared

to be settii ^ into the bay ; but, that to the westward, the sea

was clear of ice as far as the eye oould reach. It was under

sucli circumstances that the crew felt the peril of their situa-

tion, tlie prospect before tlieiu being good and cheerful, while

tiie vessel wm as firmly bound, as if she had been wedged in

with imn. It wns suggested by Commander Iloss whether

it would not be practicable to cut a groove or canal througii

the iie sufTiciently large to allow of the passage of the ship;

l)iit the extraordinaiy and sudden variation of the wind was a

great impediment to niiy scheme, which had for its dcciign the

liberation of the ship ; for, if it blew from a favourable quar-

ter in the morning, in tlie evening it would change to one di-

rectly opposite, but chiefly hanging to the northward, which,

aithougl) favourable lor clearing the bay of ice, was directly

against the sailing of the ship.

Early on the following morning, Commander Uoss, accom-

panied by Mr. M' Diarmid, set out upon an excursion; the

result of which was, that the Victory, unless some most ex-

traordinary circumstances should occur, would be doomed to

pass another winter amidst scenes of desolation, darkness, and

danger ; it was also very evident, that all chance of success, in

the great ubject of their exptdilion was thrown away, not to by
again recovereil ; for, on the sup|)ogition that on the breakin-"

up of the ice they could find a passage to the westward,

it woiild not be prudent to attempt it, and thereby run the

risk of being blocked up again for another winter, with a dearth

of fuel, and dependent in a great degree, upon the casual sue.

c(ss ot the sportsmen for their maintenance. To attempt ano-

lliLr winter, exposed above all things to scarcity of fuel, would
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be tanlamount to the death of the whole of the crew, and

under circumstances at which the human imagination must

Gliudder, and fur which scarcely a parallel could be found in

history, with the exception of the death of Sir Hugh Willough-

by and his crew on the coast of Spitzbergen.

This melancholy prospect tended, in a great measure, to give

a wholly different direction to the pursuits in which the offi.

ccrs, and particularly Commander Ross, had been hitherto

engaged. As they were fully aware, that if they abandoned

the ship, they should have to leave all the fruits of their sci-

entific labours behind ; it became a matter of indifference to

them, whether, as far as regarded the specimens, it was worth

the trouble to extend their researches ; and the same argu-

ments held good in a philosophical point of view, for it was

not known whether they would be able to take any of those

documents with them, which contained the result of their ex-

})eriments and observations on the different subjects of natu-

ral history, or of the geographical or astronomical phenomena.

On the mornin}> of the 10th, the wind blew fresh from the

north-west, but the ice rsmained stationary. About four

o'clock in the aftcnoon, to their great surprise, the ice made a

move, as if it were drifting out of the bay. Commander Ross

nnd Mr. M'Diarmid being out on a shooting excursion, a man

was sent to seek them, to apprize them of the move of the

ice, and to hasten their return to the ship ; but, previous to their

return, the ice had again become stationary, and, if possible,

more densely packed than it was before.

On the 13th, the wind veered round to the south-west, and

hopes were then entertained, that if the wind continued in that

direction, the ice would be driven out of the bay, and the Vic-

tory set at liberty. Some idea however, may be formed, of the

sudden changes which so frequently take place in the wind in

those high latitudes, from the differer)t quarters from which it

blew on this day. In the morning it blew fiom the north; at

two o'clock in the afternoon from the south-west ; at four

from the east ; and at five, from the north-north-west, blowing

a very heavy gal,'.

main

groo
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The gales from the north-norih-west continued till the

14th, but the crew were sent out on the ice to clear away the

lines and hawsers that were frozen in the young ice, and then

laying them on the ice, so as to be all clear, in case the ship

siiould make a move. They got the tools in readiness, as it

was apprehended that if the ice were not removed from the

sides of tlic ship, she would, on her first motion, receive a nip

similar to that which she experienced on first entering the bay,

wliicli placed her in the most imminent danger.

On the 15th, three men were sent to the hills to take ob-

servations of the state of the ice, but reported on their return

that it was closely packed far beyond the mouth of the bay.

On their way to the hills they set the ermine trap, but it was

more as a matter of amusement, than from any expectation

that any great profit or advantage could be derived from the

skin of so small an animal. Tne fur, however, being of a ve-

ry close nature was worn by the officers round their necks

;

and a superstitious notion, was also attached to it, thai he who

wears an ermine's skin, was never known to die of cold.

Strong apprehensions were entertained that they would be

obliged to kill the dogs for food, as no Esquimaux had come

to the ship with seal and walrus flesh, nor had any seals been

seen for some time in that part of the country. On the iGth,

Abernethy, (or the game-keeper as he was called) being out

on an excursion, observed several seals playing about a patch

of water but could not get within shot of them, on account of

the fickle state of the ice. On his returning to the ship, and

reporting such joyful information, the dingey was hauled out

to the place where the seals had been seen, and in a very

short time, Commander Ross siicceedotl in killing one of them.

Abcrnclhy also brought to the ship two hares and three

grouse.

By the IQth the ice was so thick, that the ship was consider-

ed to be totally frozen in. The young ice was five inches and

a half thick, and kept increasing in thickness. The only re-

maining chance of escaping from the bay, was, by cutting a

groove across it, in case the ice .should take a turn. Some



94)6 BOSS S SGCOND VOTAUB

lio{)e indei'd was entertained that tins, nrould be the case, aa,

from a survey taken from a hill in the immediate vicinity, the

ice was seen outside running rapidly to the southward, whilst

at tile distance uf about two miles from the mouth of tlie bay,

no ice whatever was to be seen.

On the 20th, the wind hauling to the south, set the ice to

the north ; and as the north-east |x)int lay a long way out it

brought up a large floe, which completely blocked up the har-

bour. Had this unfortunate circumstance not occurred, it

was the general opinion that the ship would have been got out

into clear water, for the ice hod so completely gone off the

shore, that no trace of any could be distinguished by the na-

ked eye in that direction. To the seamen, who are at all time»

prone to superstition, it appeared that this Hoe was placed there

by some hostile genius, for the sole purpose of preventing the

Victory from gaining her liberty. It is however, an undoubt-

ed fact, that to this doe is, in a great measure, to be ascribed

the circumstance of the Victory being obliged to pass the win-

ter in her present harbour ; and it may also be said that this

was the last chance which ever presented itself of the vessel

making her escape, for, by the beginning of October, the win-

ter set in with such a severe intcni-ity, that all hope was aban-

doned of ever getting the Victory out again, and they looked

upon her as another sacrifice in the search of an object, which,

as a geographical problem, it is very desirous should be solved
;

but the advantages that would be derived therefrom in a com-

mercial point of view, are scarcely worthy of the pursuit.

During the latter part of September, the wind blew from

the south-west to the south-south-west, driving the ice into the

bay, as if there were no other place in which it could aeeii-

mulate. On the SOth it rushed in with such force, that it

drove the ship eleven feet nearer to the shore. It was tliiii

deemed necessary to moor her afresh, which was done by

taking her chain cables on shore, and giving them a turn

round a very large rock, and then backed to an tinchor.

An soon as they had got the ship .securely moored, a man

was eeiU to the liiiU to take a survey of liie ice ; who leporlcd,
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as. nn liis return, that it was making off the shore, and that clear

water could be discerned as far as the eye could reach ; but

to thuir great mortification, the bay was completely choaked

up, and also to seaward or south-east of the 1 arbour. IVi-

iiaps no situation could be more galling to the crew of a ves-

sel, than that in which tbe seamen of the Victory were placed ;

their distance from the open sea being scarcely two miles ; be-

yond which no ice whatever could be seen in the route which

it was their intention to take ; and which presented, as the

seamen termed it, a glorious run before them ; while they

were bound as fast as if ..-edged in with a mass of molten iron,

without any seeming possibility of being relieved from their

perilous situation ; and they were thus compelled to submit to

the miseries of such tantalizing feelings, the ellects of which

can be imagined by none but those who Iiave been placed in

similar distressing situations.

The 22nd brought with it a most cheerful prospect, and

raised the joyful hopes and expectations of the whole of the

crew to the highest pitch ; for, at four o'clock in the morning,

to their great astonishment and delight, the bay appeared all

clear of ice, as if the work had been achieved by the agency

of some powerful magician. The ice was above a mile and a

half off shore ; and at seven o'clock all hands were turiKnl

out to cut a canal through the young ice; strongly impressed

with the hope that the period of their emancipation had ar-

rived. At ten o'clock, however they all returned ore board,

on account of the ice beginning to close in ; but at twelve it

again made a move outwards, and the men were enabled to

resume their labours. By three o'clock the canal was finished,

and all were then anxiously waiting, in great expectation, fur

the moment when the Victory veas to be loosed from her

moorings, and to proceed on her voyage. Towards night the

ice began to set in from north«east, with variable winds ; but

ifno adverse circumstances took place in the night, they enter-

tained the most flattering hopes that it would be possible fur

them to tow the ship through the canal, and gain the offing,,

where there was not the slightest appearance of ire.
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Early on the moining of the 23rd, two men were sent over

the hills to survey the state of the ice ; and they reported

that it was close packed in shore, yet that it was o-'te loose

in the offing. All hands were immediately pu' ;learin(»

away the heavy ice from the mouth of the cai. ,., and the

whale boat was sent away to examine its state in the offing.

They found it to be setting south-west, which proved, indeud

a severe check to the fulfilment of their hopes, and by ten

o'clock on the following morning, the final blow was given to

the expected emancipation of the Victory, her doom was in-

evitably sealed ; for the ice set into the bay at a most rapid

rate, sweeping every thing before it with an irresistible force,

and before mid-day the whole of the bay was more densely

choaked than it had ever appeared at any previous period.

All hands were then employed in securing ihe ship, as also

the boats that were on the young ice, and after a considerable

degree of labour, they succeeded in getting the ship to the

bottom of the canal, and there making her fast.

On the 24th the ice again began to move with an appear-

ance of its leaving the bay ; but, if the navigation had been

clear, the wind " as directly adverse to their leaving the har-

bour, as it blew hard from the north, which, although favour-

able for clearing it of ice, was contrary to enabling the ship,

if out, to clear the north-east point of the bay.

The clear water outside, was open until nearly the end of

October ; but in the bay the ice was a foot in thickness ; anil

they now totally abandoned every hope, of ever again reach-

ing England in the Victory. They now deemed it advisable

to properly secure the ship, so as to l)e enabled to render her

as comfortable a residence as possible for the much dreaded

approaching winter ; as they could not entertain the slightest

expectation of ever being able again to get her to sea ; she

was, therefore, totally unrigged, and every thing that coiikl

possibly be taken, was carried on shore, with the exception of

the provisions, which they found reduced to a very small

quantity ; there not remaining a sufliciency for the support uf

the crew beyond the ensuing May or Jqne.
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At this place it was that the discovery of the position of tlie

magnetic pole was made. Captain Ross stated to the Com-

mittee of the House of Commons, tliat by observations they

determined that the ship was witliin a very short distance of

the magnetic polt ; and, in May 1831 a series of observations

fixed the point of longitude about 96" 47' : he says, whichevir

way we passed it, the compass turned towards it horizontally ;

and, when we were to the north or south of it we turned a

variation of 180 degrees ; when we were east or west, our

variation was 90 degrees.

He was then asked by a member of the Committee, " Lid

tiiat increase by degrees, or all at once ?"

" By degrees, as we proceeded round it ; our instruments

were constructed for the purpose, delicately hung on hairs.

I had one instrument constructed by DoUond, for the express

purpose of observing the diurnal variation."

" Although Captain Parry never arrived at tne ponit of

the magnetic pole, is it not the case, that he had ascertained

its situation, by experiments, that he had ma<le ?" , i

" Certainly not, Captain Parry is as much on the one side,

as Captain Franklin was on the other ; and it is an extra*

ordinary fact, the mean between the two, comes within a short

distance of the actual spot."

" Does Captain Parry state, in any part of his despatches

to the Admiralty, or his book, that he discovered the magnetic

pole?" -. lii -! i; ,\i!'>q •'ilmjj'jtii

"No." Iv. ri"
" He lays no claim to it ?"

. .\:
•

" No, he only stated the supposed situation of it, which

turned out to be 100 miles erroneous."

" Within what area do you conceive you have reduced the

situation of it f"

" One mile."

*' Will you state to the committee, how near to the actual

fwsition of the malgnetic pole, in the expedition under your
command, you, or any observer attached to that expedition

P. V. W. 6F
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approached tlie position, taken by estimate, and not by obser-

vation f
" The position was taken by observation, by Commander

Russ, who reported to me, that he had reached the exact

spot : this accorded with my own observations at tlie ship, and

at several other places, at a short distance from the position

he laid it down."

• Are the committee to understand, that at several differ-

ent spots, that particular position of the magnetic nc°dle, that

dip took place, v/hich authorizes you to assert, such spot or

spots to be the true position of the magnetic pole; in other

words, did the needle dip perpendicularly at more thanonespot,

and if at more than one, what was the distance between any

one and any other ?

" The needle dips more at the exact spot.**

" What was the area?" ,.t ',::'.'') 3:; J L;.tf/

"Ithink, within a mile: butall thescthingsare going through

a committee ; there is a committee of scientific calculation
;

there is a spherical calculation of scientific people on shore,

which will make the necessary allowances Ht the spherical

figure of the earth."

Captain Beaufort, hydrographer to the Admiralty, is as-

ked, -''((I' ii;t;''»R-'jii;'i'i aa<i(,

" Have you any reason to believe that Captain Ross dis-

covered, or that he approached the temporary position uf the

magnetic pole, during the last voyage?"

•• From what he says, he seems to have been very near it;

and his observations very nearly agree with those of Cu])tain

Franklin and Captain Parry, in their previous voyages ; tlity

all point to about the same place, but he was much nearer lo

it than his predecessors."

" You consider that he a])proached much nearer to it, than

any of his predecessors ?"

" Yes, close to it, I should think."

" Do you nicun, that he in person approached nearer to it,

or, that he fixed the [tdint with greater accuracy, than hit

predecessors had done ?"
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" I mean to say, that either he, or his nephew, or holl'

from the description they gave of their observations, appear

to have been close to it."

" Did he fix the situation of the magnetic pole witlj

greater accuracy, than had been previously done by o'liers ?"

" I think whoever approached nearest to it, may be con-

bidered to have the best claim to that honor; but there can

be no specific or precise point, within a degree or half a de-

gree : like the point of a needle, its exact position must be

involved in doubt, even with the most accurate observation,

and can be determined only by observing tlie direction of the

needle, at several different points around it."

" Do you conceive that the phenomena observed by Cap-

tain Ross, with respect to the magnetic pole, are of any ad-

vanla^fc to science ?"

" Ccrtaiidy, as confirming the position of the north magne-

tic pole, and as contributing to our little stock of magnetic

knowledge, which ITanstein and others are still assiduously

pursuing."

The examination of Mr. Children, one of the Secretaries of

the Royal Society, is highly interesting and important, as

far ns it concerns the great question of the position of the

magnetic pole.

Mr. Children is asked, "Are you of opinion, from what

you know of Captain Ross's discoveries in the last voyage,

that the expedition has been productive of important adva' -

taffes to science .''"

" I think it has, by Commander Ross having clearly

ascertained the position of the north magnetic pole ; 1 think

tliat there is a singular coincidence in the spot, which he

has determined by experiments, to be the true position of

the magnetic pole, and that inferred from philosophical con-

sitleralions, by Professor Barlow. Professor Barlow publish-

ed a paper in the last volume of the Philosophical I'ransac-

Uons on magnetic lines of equal variation ; j-.t the conclusion

of that jTaper he says, that, to which I will beg the attention

of the committee: it will |)crhaps put in a stronger light the
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importance of that discovery, tiian any thing I can say. It

IS a postscript to Mr. Barlow's paper, on the present situation

of the magnetic lines and reads thus. < Since this paper

was read, and the globe and chart referred to in this article were

drawn. Captain Ross has returned from his long and adven-

turous voyage. It will be seen, by a reference to the polar chart,

that although I was enabled to lay down the curves of equal

variation, to within a few degrees of their point of concur-

rence, yet they all terminated before arriving at it, for want

of sufficient data. These are now supplied, and it is very

gratifying to me, as I hope it may be also to Captain Iloss

and to Commander James Ross, to find, that the very spot, in

which they have found the needle perpendicular, that is, the

pole itself, is precisely that point on my globe and chart, in

which, by supposing all the lines to meet, the several curves

would best preserve their unity of character, both separately

and conjointly as a system.' The importance as it strikes

me of their coincidence, is this, it is clearly of very great im-

portance to navigation, to know what the variation of the

needle is in every part, and the lines of equal variation which

Professor Barlow has laid down, will be in that respect ex-

tremely important, if they be true ; their coincidence with

the actual observations of Commander James Ross, must

necessarily give a great confidence in them."

By the beginning of November the ice in the bay was above

a foot in thickness, and the men were employed some time in

keeping the groove open, for they expected the ice would part

as it was all in motion on the outside of the bay ; and far

away to the north a considerable extent of clear water was to

be seen. The harbour itself was nearly surrounded with very

higii land, except at the mouth and the head, where there

was a very long lake, called Lake Landon, and at the further

end a high hill, to the south-west, at the base of which is the

salt water. The whole distance from the ship in a straight

line being only about three miles, whereas to take a circuitous

route of the same land to the Salt Water Bay at the head of

Lake Landon, would not be less than from twelve, to fifteen ;
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tn fact, the whole of Prince Regent's Inlet, from Felix Har-

bour to Awatootooak Bay, is distinguislicd hy some very deep

bays, and a long continuance of low land, and at the fur-

thermost extremity is studded with islands. It was at the

head of Awatootooak Bay that they conjectured a passage might

be found, and it was wiih tiiis expectation that Commander

Ross visited it in 1830—31, but the fact was then ascertained

tliat no passage existed in that part of the inlet.

They now commenced watering the ship, and after she was

stripped and all the materials got on shore, the anchors were

fixed on shore, and the cables put to them, by which means

the chain led to the ship over the ice, a precaution that was

greatly necessary, in case she should be got out at any time du-

ring the winter. Part of the housing was got over the ship,

and was soon blown away again ; but it was speedily repaired,

and hy the middle of November it was entirely cotiipleled ;

the decks were covered witii snow, the ship banked round,

and by the beginning of December she was complete in her

winter trim.

As the abandonment of the ship was determined upon, the

further preservation of the live animals on board became 4

matter of serious consideration ; the number of dogs were in-

deed reduced to a very small number, as, on tlie last expedi-

tion of Commander Uoss to the head of the bay, he had been

obliged to shoot several of them as food for the remainder

;

but the survivors, as also all on board the vessel, soon after

met their death, which, it was discovered, was occasioned by

their licking the pipes belonging to the engine, the poisonous

corrosions of wliich caused almost instantaneous death ; and

thus, as lur as the Victory was concerned, the canine species

was extinct.

The ship now wore a dreary and dismal appearance, and

which perfectly coincided with the spirits of its inmates, who
were now lost to every hope of ever attaining the great ob-

ifct they had in view, for which they had endured every

hardship, and undergone a series of privations, which, per-

bapj, only the h(!art of a British sailor could bear ; and faint
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iii'iced were now their hopes of ever reacbing their native

country ; nor could they entertain the slightest expectation

from any fortuitous event, as they well knew that the whaliiifr

ships seldom or never entered Lancaster Sound. They hat I

now before them the dismal prospect of a long and harassinjr

journey, before they could expect to reach those quarters fre-

quented by the whalers ; but, if they should not succeed in

finding the provisions safe at Fury Beach, a death by actiDil

starvation, seemed to them to be the inevitable lot of all the

crew of the \ i)ry.

At the commencement of the year 18;3'2, the carpenter was

employed in making six sledges, four of large dimensions, for

the purpose of carrying the two boats, the other two rather

smaller, for the conveyance of provisions. About this time,

James Dixon, a landsman, died ; but so great was the diffi-

culty which the crew experienced in penetrating the ground,

that it was a week before they could dig a grave suiBcient to

contain his body, and whom it was ordained, was to sleep his

eternal sleep in nature's dreariest solitude.

The boats and sledges were completed about the beginning

of April; and preparations were then made to take their de-

parture. They then cut the launch out of the ice, and hove it

on shore, and on the 7tli, they succeeded in getting all the

travelling things i;i readiness. On the 19th they started with

the two boats ou the sledges, and after they had taken them

about a mile, they returned on board to dine; at two oclock

they again started, and succeeded in getting them over thr

lakes on the salt water, about three miles and a lialf from the

ship, and in the evening tiie men returned on board to sleep,

intending to renew their journey on the following morning;

but tiie weather proved so very unfavourable, that llicy were

compelled to defer it.

They found the difficulty of getting the boats tlirough the

country to be far greater and more harassing than tliey Jiad

expected, having frequently to drag them over very heavy ici',

lakes, hills, and vallies ; a task which they had great difficul-

ty in accomplishing; being frequently occupied a whole day
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in getting one boat a quarter of a mile, witli the united strength

of the whole party; and afterwards sleeping in their snow

houses with the thermometer at times 30 degrees below zero.

The manner in which their snow houses were built was as

follows : the walls were made of square pieces of snow, cut

with a cutlass and spade, so that some of the slabs were as

larfje as three feet by two ; some larger and some smaller, ac-

cording as they could be cut ; there were four sides to the

house, (but as they found it necessary to have two houses, they

built them closo together, so that the middle wall was a par-

tition between them) the walls were built about five or six

feet high ; on which were laid two boat oars, and a sail was

spread over the top. Lumps of snow were put on the sail to

prevent its being blown away. Their bedding dui ig the

first part of their journey, was made of deer skins, the lower

part of which was like a bag, coming a little above the hip, the

other part covering the hearl.

On Friday, the 27th, the men left their huts about eight,

and having taken the boat and sledge for a short distance, ad-

vanced vi'ith them singly for alraut two miles ; but they found

their labour to increase considerably, on account of the tre-

mendous drifts of snow which had been thrown up by the

gale of the preceding day, and which they were not able to

cut through ; in consequence, they were frequently compelled

to take a circuitous route, travelling up to their knees in snow,

whilst some were employed in clearing it away, to enable the

iledge to pass through : but in spite of such obstacles, they

succeeded in travelling the distance of about seven miles.

On the 28th, the whole party set out at eight o'clock for

the boat that was astern, and got up to her by ten ; and by

four o'clock in the afternoon, they had succeeded in getting

her up to the other boats, but violent gales from the north set

in, accompanied with heavy drifts of snow, which made them

fearful les*: they should be obliged to pass another miserable

day in their snow houses, which they had such reasons to dread.

On the following day the wind continuing to blow with si eh

violence, the men determined upon returning to the ship ; one
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of the boats was left on the land, and the other on the ice ;

and in the afternoon they set out on tlieir return, and at half

past four in the afternoon, readied the luits which tliey huil

formerly inhabited. Ha.lngonly one sledge with them, they

were enabled to travel at ratlier a quick pace ; aiid at elevtn

on the following morning, arrived at the siiip, after iiaving

walked about twelve miles. After they had partaken of soiiiu

refreshment, the whole of the party retired to rest, and sound

was their sleep, having been for a whole week total strangers to

one hour of comfortable repose ; being obliged to be huddled

together in a corner of a snow hut, with the new fallen snow

for their bed. During the absence of these men from the shi|),

those on board were employed in baking biscuits, and making

other provisions, to be in readiness for the final departure of the

crew irom the vessel. The beginning of May was prmcipally

occupied in getting the provisions out of the hold upon deck,

and making bags to contain the bread and biscuits.

On the 19th of May, 1832, at seven o'clock in the morning,

the whole of the crew took their final leave of the Victory;

and even down the cheeks of some of the hardy weather-

beaten mariners, tears were seen to fall, as they stood upon the

beach, waving their hats, and giving three cheers of " Good

bye Victory," A glass of Booths cordial had been given to

each man previous to their departure from the vessel, which

united with the cheering thought that they were homeward

bound, gave a temporary animation to their spirits, and recon-

ciled them to losses with which the abandonment of the vessel

was accompanied. Each man was allowed a blanket (sewed up

in the shape of of a hop sack, the weight of which did not ex-

ceed seven pounds) two shirts, (both in wear at the same

time) three pair of hose ; two pairs of drawers, and two pair of

trowsers, with the jacket and waistcoat in wear, so that the

whole weight did not exceed ten pounds.

They had not been more than three days from the ship, be-

fore both o£Scers and men were compelled to go on the scanty aU

lowance of two thirds of a pound of bread per day, and half a

pound of meat. The crew were about five days before they

were enabled to reach the place where the bo.Ms had been left

:
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•no lime was then tost in proceeding with them, and they buc-

lei'dcd in dragging them ciglit miles farther; but the truvel-

lini^ increased in difficulty, in consequence of the ice forming

a complete barrier, that it was determined to leave the boats,

ami |)roceed with the sledges, three in number to I'ury fieacli.

Tlic place where they left the boats was called Good Harbour,

at which they buried a considerable quantity of provisions, in

tlie event of tlieir being obliged to return to them in the fol-

loHirig August or September ; for they considered that it was

running a great hazard in proceeding to Fury Beach, with

the great uncertainty existing, that any provisions or any thing

else, were to be found there, as it was three years since the

Vi.tory last visited it.

They travelled for four days with very little progress, the

land being very low and swampy. It was, under these cir-

cumstances, considered advisublt: to send a parly in advance

to Fui y Beach, lor the express purpose of ascertaining the

slate of the provisions ; and after having made a full exami-

nation of them, they wore to return to the main body, v\ ho

were still to keep on pursuing their course, with all the ex-

pedition which the peculiar situation of the country would ad-

mit of.

Commander Ross, accompanied by Abernethy and Park,

set off in a light trumbogan (a small kind of sledge) with the

hearty wishes of the whole crew, who gave three cheers for

success on their departure, and before nightfall they were out

of sight.

After Commander Ross had been absent eleven days, from

the main body, ihey began to feel the greatest anxiety for his

return. The stock of provisions were nearly exhausted, and

preat fears entertiiined, if they did not receive tidings of

Commander Ross, of their being compelled to retrace their

steps to the place where they had left the boats, if it were only

to take advantage of the provisions which were buried un-

der them. Often were they tantalized with the sight of ducks

and other aquatic fowls, which came within giui-shot of them
;

but had they killed them, no use could be made of thorn, aa

P.V.41. 8G
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an article of fooci, om the wp-.t of fuel to cook tliem. But

at the latter end of the journey a few were killed, and carried

to Fury Beach, where they formed a most dainty meal.

On the 24lh of June, whilst the main body were travellintr

on the ice, about a mile and a half from the land, they espied

('ommander Ross, and his companions, with the union jack

flying on a boarding j)ike, which imported the joyfid intelli-

gence that the stores were quite safe on Fury Beach. 'J'lie

feelings of joy which pervaded the whole of the crew may be

imagined, but cannot be described, wiien Comniu.ider Ross

appeared in sight; but how greatly was that joy increased

when he arrived and imparted to them the additional pleasiiii;

intelligence that the stores of the Fury were still on the Beach.

The ilistance to Fury Beach, from the place where ComiDan-

der Iloss fell in with the main body, was only four days jour-

ney ; and he also stated, that on the following day they would

fall in with a monument, from which the Beach could be dis-

tinctly seen. Although it was the month of June, Com-

inander Iloss had experienced some very severe weather, the

thermometer standing in the sun at noon day, sometime; at

40 degrees, and at others at 10 degrees, above zero, and in th

night 10 degrees below.

When Commander Iloss and his rompanlons started for

Fury Beach, they were on the sanje allowance as the niaiii

body ; but, on their arrival at the Beach, they were not limit-

ed as to provisions ; and on the two parties meeting, tliiv had

with them forty pounds of bread, an<l the same weight of pre-

served meats, which they Si.ared amongst their messmates.

After the whole of the party had experienced the greatest

fatigue imaginable, they at length arrived at PossesMoii Place.

of which, in the year 1829, Captain Iloss, Commander Ros^

Mr. M'Diarmid, and Mr. Thom, had taken formal possession.

After travelling three or four days, the party reached the

r.ihcr side of the bay, and in a few days afterwards they ar-

rived at Fury beach. On travelling along the coast to I'liry

Beacli, which is called North Somerset, a party went to tlio
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Great joy was evinced by thv » Iiole of the party, upon

their safe arrival at Fury Beach, on the 1st of July, having

been thirty-jno liays travelling fiom the ship, the distance in

a strulj;bt line being about one hundred and eighty miles, but

the distance by the route which they were compelled to take,

(ould not have been less than two hundred and fifty miles.

The men were now allowed three meals a day, indepen-

dent of cocoa and lime juice. The crew were first employ-

ed in getting in order the sails, spars, and cordage, which

wire on the beach ; the boats were hauled up, for the car-

penter to make the necessary repairs. Mr. Thom and a part

of the crew, were employed in separating the preserved meats

troni the soups and vegetables ; while Captain Ross, with

.some otiiers of the crew, were laying some of the Iieaviest of

the spars, for the purpose of constructing a temporary house
;

tile topsiuls and courses being used as a covering. Tlwy sue-

ceedwl, in about eight or ten days, to build a house thirty feet

long and sixteen feet broad, the po.iition of which was, as near

as could be, north- north-east and touth-south-west, the door

fronting the eastward. The interior was divided, leaving a

|il.ice for the officers, which consisted of a bed place for each

and a me.ss-berth ; and as soon as the house was fini»he<l, it

was regularly taken possession of by the respective crews.

.\s a stimulus to the excrticms of the men, each crew hail to

lit out their own l)oat, by which it becar.ie a great trial of emu-

lation amongst them, as to which uoat should be first got

ready for sea.

On the 2.Srd of July, the ice made a move on Fury

Ikaeh, and by the IliU, they had a very lair prospect of

getting down the inlet, as clear water appeared as far as the

ev« could reach ; but, on account of the boats not being in

readiness, they were compelletl to remain till the Istof Au-
^ii.st; when they took their departure from Fury Reach, with

ilirce cheers for their future success, eatii boat having oa

buHid a snHicicucy of proviMioiib for ki\ weeks ; and after
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nine lioiirs liard labour they siicceetU'd in getting five miles

wlien tliey unloaded tlie tliree lionts, antl lianlcd tliem on the

ice, sonic distance towards the shore. 'I he place where they

pitched their tents, was the same where the Fury got her

squeeze, and the Ilecla was on shore.

On the following day, they resumed their voyage, and

wherever there was any opening, they in general took the

honcfit of it; but severe indeed was the loading and unload-

ing the boats every time ; and, in some instances, ai'ler

launching the boats, thoy could not make a greater progress

than forty yards, before they were iigain compel' .haul

the boats over very irregular ice.

On the 17th they reached Cascade Beach, so called from a

strong stream of water that runs into the sea, a tiistanco only

of about sixteen miles from Fury iJeach ; at which place tlicv

found the sea uncommonly heavy, with a strong pressure.

They were obliged to remain there for some days, their slock

of provisoiis fast decreasing, and the men on three-fouiilis

iliowance. 'I'he ice remained quite stationary till thf,- U3n\,

win:::, i.: ' sudden, the wind began to blow from the north-

ward, and the westward, and drove the ice off to the south-

ward, from which, to all appearances, there was clea r water

for a boat to j)roceed to Fury Beach, Cor a fresh supply ot

provisions. It was then agreed that the most oble bodied

men sliould be picked out, for the purpose of making a good

boat's crew, and attempt to reach Fury Ikacli. Accordinjilv

seven of the ablest men set off in a Ixjat, and liaving a fair

wind in their favour, they arrived at the Beach in less than

three iiours. On their return, however, they were detained

very much by the ice, nor could they, after using their ut-

most exertions, reach the place where the boats were, by two

miles; in consequence of which, they were obliged t get the

boat on shore under shelter, as the ice pressed in with such

an overpowering force, as to render all navigation wholly iiii

possible. A messenger was from thence dispatched to Cap-

tain Ross, to inform him of the arrival of the boat, and to

enquire wlmt was niugt .idvisablc U> lie don« i upon which lio
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ordered all hands to proceed immediately to the place where

the boat was, and bring the provisions to Cascade Beach ;

but it was not until the spring tides set in that any prospect

presented itself of getting the boat, that had been to Fury

Beach, up to Cascade Beach, and then they were obliged to

track it inside the heavy bergs which were lying aground.

Duiing the time thai they remained at Cascade Beach,

which was nearly a nionili, the wiiolc of the crew kept a

slinrp look out for any ''^ng that might add to their scanty

allowance of provisions, on which it was found they were

(•(!ni|)elled to be put; but even the very animals seemed to

slum a spot, where naught but desolation reigned in ""dis-

liirhed sovereignty ; on the spot where the Victory wap aban-

doned, tiic sportsman selilom penetrated the country without

being amply rewarded for his exertions by an abundance of

game and other indigenous birds, but a whole day might be

spent in the vicinity of Cascade Beach, without even obtaining

a single birrl. The chief motives of the men who often as-

cended the hills, were to look out for clear water, and where

they frequently amused themselves with erecting monuments

of ?loncs, which, until corrodi'd by time, will very probably

stand as the only and last memorial of the country, having

been visited by human beings, who first broke the silence of

its soiitude, and stood on the summits of its hills, as if they

were the last remnants of humanity.

'I lie whole of the game shot during their stay at Cascade

Beach, was three hares ; there was, therefore, one to each

boat, of which a sea jjie was made, much to the gratification

i)f the crew, who had not tasted of fresh meat for some time

past. 'I'hi'y also succeeded in shooting some dovckies, a

bird which is very numerous in that part of the country,

liavinjr its residence in the crevices of the rocks, the usual

weight of which is about twelve ounces ; they are far more

numerous to the northward, but owing to the long detention

of the party at Cascailc Beach, they had nearly all flown ; so

that very few could be shot by the party.

.Mier some time they snceccdcd in gelling down, on the
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Other side of Batty Bay, but, as tliey were crossing it, a stronj;

breeze sprung up, from wliich Captain Ross's boat took the

sea in at such a rate, that it was soon half filled with water
;

the foresail was immediately hauled down, and a place made,

both fore and aft, for the purpose of baiUng the water out

which was up to their knees.

They then proceeded to what was called Tamarind Beach,

so named on account of a cask of tamarinds being left there;

but early in the morning they took their departure, and

arrived the same nigiit at Monument Beach, which is the ex-

treme north-east point of the inlet, named after a monument

that had been erected by some of the crew ; but which, like

the principal part of them, there is every probability, will

never more be seen by human beings. Immediately on their

arrival there, some of the crew went to the highest hill with a

telescope to take a survey of the ice, but which appeared

quite stationary in the direction which they had intended to

take; and every day they anxiously looked, tliougii in vain,

with the hopes of being able to discover a passage across the

inlet. Captain Ross was of opinion that the ice had not been

broken up that year in Lancaster Sound, although many

thought otherwise ; as it was the opinion of some that Com-

mander Ross might succeed in finding his way over the ice, it

was proposed that he and a party should take a certain

quantity of provisions out of each biwt, and attempl to ob-

tain a passage, to whicii he expressed his willingness, if it was

the general opinion that any possible benefit could be derived

therefrom ; but a decided ohjecliou was raised by Captain

Ross, as lie felt fully convinced, from circumstances which

presented themselves, that no beneficial results could arise

Iroui an experiment so dangerous, and hazardous, ami that

therefore they muit give up tl'e effort for this season.

'I'he anxiety and suspense that now pressed upon every

mind, may be easier imagiiKd than described; the young ice

had already assumed an ui.unrnig thicklK'^s, and the :Vosl of

one iiight might so liluck up the pusKage to the suuliiwanj«

ni;i
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dial even the return to Fiiiy Heach, would be found imprac-

ticable.

During tbeir stay a.. Moniimont Beach, -.vliich may be con-

sidered a part of Leopold South Island, in abottt the latitude

of 73 dt'grees 56 minutes, and longitu n- 00 degrees west,

some slight symptoms of the scurvy appeared, and the men

wore, therefore, allowed to take daily excursions on shore,

during which they sutceeded in killing some foxes, all of

which were eaten by the crew. Two hares were also seen,

but beyond the reach of a gun. The foxes, as well as

the hares, were all white. The aurora borcalis was visible

almost every night, by the light of which they were enabled,

on some occasions, to extend their journeys, which would

Dot otherwise have been |)racticable amidst iIk- darkness of

the northern latitudes. The view which the crew had from

die jiromontory of licopold South Island, is represented to

have been desolation in the extreme. A dead and disheart-

ening silence h.ere reigned around them, broken only at in-

tervals by the sound of their own voices, or the deep howl of

the solitary bear, prowling on the ice in quest of its prey ; a

scene by no means calculated, to raise the spirits of the des-

ponding crew.

'I'liey were pravcnied from taking tluir departure from

Monument IJeach until the 23rd of September, when they

made a move out to the taslwanl, and bored the boats into

the young ire ; but which so soon became thick, as to ren-

der it a task of the greatest difficulty to get them out

again. This occurred in their attempting to reach the oppo-

site shore, a distance of about forty-five miles, 'l^iey were

MOW compelled to put back to Monument Jieacli, which they

succeeded in gaining, but, as the season was fast advancing,

anil their provisions nearly exhausted, they were obliged to

reduce their allowance to little more than two-thirds of a

pound of bread and meat a day. But fortunately, the wind

soon after springing up ttoni the northward, and clearing the

mlet to the southward, they ininicdiatily embraced the first

opportunity that presented itself of cndea>ouring to find thcii
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way back to Fury Bcacli ; tliey began, liowever, under verv

discouraging circumstances, for the young ice was making s»

rapidly, that the men were obliged to keep the boats in a

rolling Hi ion, to ])revent tlie ice from closing in upon thini,

and literally choaking tiiem up ; at wliich time the men iiad

no other clothing tlian what they stood upright in, and their

whole covering at night consisted of a blanket, made in tlu'

shape of a sack, into which they crawled, and then drew the

open ends over their faces. Their chief object in making

these bags was, that it secured their feet from the cold, and

prevented their being frozen. The method in which the

men slept, was as follows :—Three trenches were dug in the

snow, each capable of holding seven men, a covering of can-

vass was thrown over the trenches, and a layer of snow over

tlie canvass ; they then got into their blanket bags, and hud-

dled close together for the benefit of the reciprocal lient.

There was an officer in each trench, viz. Captain Ross, Coiii-

niandor Ross, and Mr. Thom. The blankets of the officers

were lined with skin; but it is scarcely possible to form an

idea of tlie misery and wretchedness which they all enilinid

in their dormitories; the frozen snow «as their bed, and the

cold to which they were exposed, was, at one time, ()4 de-

grees below the freezing point of Fahrenheit ; but after on-

countering many severe hardships from the treacherous state

of the weather, they succeeded in getting lighteen miles to the

southward, and were then obliged to haul the boats on siiore,

on account of the young ice making so rapidly, and the conse-

quent danger incurred of having them frozen in. They

remained two days there, during which time they sliot twci

fo- s, whicb were co' n by the crew, as well as an old roo!<,

forming altogether, under their present circumstances, ii

dainty meal ; but which, in their own country, would havn

been rt^ecttil by them with disgust.

'i'hey were now enabled, on account of the ice opening ;i

little, to make some further progress; and after being exposed

to the most imminent danger, they succeeded in reaching I?al-

ty Ray by the Isl of October ; at which place they Ibuml
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llicir progress completely impodeil by llie young ice, and tlii-y

Ceaied that tliey would lie obliged to abandon all further hopes

of reaching Fury Ik-ach by the boats. In such a situation,

they were obliged to pitch their tents upon tlie ice, not being

able to reach the shore, although the distance was not more

\lian two miles. The cold was so intense, tliat Barney Lacny

lost the tops of his lingers, whilst rolling an empty bread

cask on shore, having no mittens on at the time; and there

was bcarcely one who was not frost-bitten in some part of his

cxtremitios.

Under these adverse circumstances, a consultation was held

between Captain and Commander Ross, as to the steps which

should bo taken with the boats, as well as the measures which

were to be adopted to secure their safe return to Fury IJeacli.

It was, however, ultimately agreed, that, considering the rapid

growth of the young ice, and the iniposjibility oi' reaching

Fury Bi ach in the boats, that no time should be lost in tlm

unloading of them, and afterwards hauling lliem over the ice

on shore, ulurc tliev might remain liouFcd over until the

breaking up of the ice, when they would be able to make

another attempt to reach those parts that wc re frequented by

the whaling ships.

They soon commenced the task of unl-iading the bo-xts; but

tliey found ilic labour to be very great, being obliged to car-

ry every article separately over the ice, (some of which were

Very heavy anil cumbersome,) to a distance of above two miles,

iuing exposed the whole time to an intensity of cold which it

was thought scarcely possible for the human constitution to

iMiikire.

< )n the 2nd of October they commenced hauling the boats

nil ^hore, all iiands being engaged at one boat. They suc-

ceeded with the greatest difficulty, in dragging her about half-

way wiien the Ice suddenly gave way under her. Mv> r\ cndea.

voiu' was then mad(! to get herout again, but asfast :i> tlicy haul-

ed heron the ice, i* broke in again, and tliey had fears that dark-

ness would close in upon them before they had got lur (tear, by

wliicli consiilerable ri^k would be run of ever being able toex-

I* V. 41. n
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tricate licr ; as, by tliet'ollowing morning, si le iiiiglit l)e so (hn

zeii in, as to render it impossible to move her. Undir such a di-

lemma, they adopted the expedient of putting abo.u's mast un-

der her bows; and then, applying the wliole of tliu strength, they

succeeded, with a sudden jerk, in bringing her upon the ice.

They had not however, proceeded far, before the boat again

broke in ; but, by adopting tli.' previous method, they soon

extricated her ; and the ice becoming stronger, as tliey a))-

proached the sliorc, they at last succeeded in landing her, and

placed her about thirty feet above high water mark. Tlicy

then returned for the other two boats, and experienced the

same difficulty before they were enabled to transport them to

the beacli, and after they had secured the boats, the damrcTs

they had undergone were soon forgotten.

There being no prospect of conveying the things by means

of the boats to Fury Beacli, Captain Iloss ordered the carpen-

ter to break up three of the bread casks, and make from them

some sledges, whereon they migiit be able to carry the stores,

provisions, 8cc. to Fury Beach. During the time that tiie

carpenter was thus employed, the crew were busy in housiiij;

over the boats, and rendering them secure, until the following'

year, which was effected by fastening them with their own

anchors, and putting stones and other heavy articles over them,

and then covering the whole with a layer of snow.

Previous to their leaving Batty Bay, two pounds tenoinicts

of biscuit were served out to each man, and this scanty allow-

ance was to last them till they arrived at Fury Beach, howe-

ver tempestuous the weather might be, and however long tiny

might be detained on their journey.

On the 4th of October they took their departure ; the dis-

tance from Batty Bay to Fury Beach being thirty-six miles,

but it was rendered greater, on account of their having to go

round two bights, where they cxpccled that the travelling

would be attended with the greatest difliculty, on account of

the hummocks of ice which were so numerous ; and the pas-

sage in many places appeared to be completely blocked up.

They had not travelled more than two miles before they were
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obliged to unload the sledges, -n order to render tlieni lighter,

as the road was not passable 'or tbeni in the loadtd state in

which they left Batty Bay. The things that were taken out

of the sledges were left on the btaeli, with the ulterior view

of returning for them when they arrived at Fury Beaeh.

During the time that the sledges were unloading and being

repaired, the remainder of the crew were employed in (ixing

the tents on shore, in wliith the wiiole party remained for the

niglit. liarly on the following morning they again renewed

their journey, having left behinil tliem two cheats, containing

instruments, &c., one tent, and several other articles, which

they could most easily dispense with. After having advan-

ced ten miles, they again pitched their tents ; and the men,

worn out with fatigue and hunger, consumed their miserable

allowance, without any li<iuid to moisten it, except a lump of

ice, which they put into their mouths to melt. On the fourth

(lay af>cr leaving Ualty Bay, they arrived at Fury Beach, iind

found that, in their absence, the foxes had taken j)ossessionof

their house, but they immediately decamped as soon as the

crew presented themselves.

On the following niorning the wind began to blow very hard,

and continued with undiminished violence until the l;3th. Du-
ring the interval of tiie jtli to the l.llh, the men were employ-

ed m repairing the house, and building a snow wall round it,

above nine feet thick. In the erection of vvhich considerable

inconvenience was experienced from the want of water, as they

conid not spare any fuel with which to melt the snow ; but

they found it to be utterly impracticable to build the wall in u

solid manner without water, which, being immediately frozen

on its application, served the purpose of mortar in the adhe-

sion of the slabs of snow, and :ilso closed up any interstices

"hich might be left, through which the exterior atmosplieie

loiikl penetrate. In this dilomnia, they had no other alterna-

tive, than to have recourse to their own urine, for the pre-

servation of which, a cask was kept in the house, and with this

liquid the wall was completed.

Tlie engineer was then employed in builamg an oven for
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l)ak'mg bread, tliey liaviiig obtainetl an ample supply of flour

from tlie stores of the Fury; llie scanty stock of biscuits

wliidi they liad brouylit from the Victory being nearly

exhausted.

Preparations were then made for the equipment of a travt 1-

ling party, for the purpose of I'etcliing the things wliicli had

been lel't at tlic first station, about four miles from IJatty liay.

I'ourlien men wi re all thai could be sjiaicd fronj the crew,

the remainder bi.ing disabled by ilhus';, partly arising from

the scurvy and partly from the loss of the use of their limbs

occasioned by the intensity of the frost.

The most valuable acquisition obtained by tlie crcu,by the

transportation of the stores from Batty 13ay, was one of the

stoves whicii had been brought from the \'ici(jry. There were

originally lliree stoves, one to each boat; one of tiiem was

brought away when they took their ilcparture from Jialty Hay
;

I ho crew iiad now brought another, and the tliirii was left un-

(Irr the boats ;;t the place ju^,t niiMiiioned. '1 hey had now a

slove for ihe dilicer's room or cabin, as it was called, and one

fur the berili of the seamen ; anil there being no scarcity of

funnelling, liie engineer was set to work so to ili.-tributo the

funnels, that the warm air might be diffused through every

j)art of the bouse.

The last time that the sun was visible was on the 14th ol

November, on which day the thermometer stood at !52 degrees

jolow zero, or 04 degrees below the fVeczing point of I'ah-

reidieit.

By the 1st of I.1econd)er the house began to assume the

n|)pearancc of an inhabited esl;d)lishment ;— the bed places

%vcrc completed; the oven, which the engineer bad made
fnmi the copper belonging to the Fury, and constructed on

Slater's principle, was put up; a mcss-tablc was run along the

niiddle part of the house ; four bed-places were made for the

officers ; and a table in the middle part, so that, from the

officers' mess berth, each door opened to their respective

cabin. The stove was placed at the front of the tabic, the

funncHing was carried under it, and thence to the outside uf
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tlic Iiousc. Two out liouscs were built on tlie outside of tlie

liouse; one i'ur tin; reccptiou of ilie lumber, and tbe ot'icr as

a snow-liouse, wliich was regularly filled with snow, whenever

the weather would permit.

'Ihe geiu'ral state of the healili of the erew was, however,

of .1 very unfavourable and serious nature ; for John Wood,

AiUhony IJuek, (iho blind man,) and Tlioniiis, were very

ill of the seiu'vy; Henry Aye, the cook, afflicted with tlio

rheumatism ; IJarmiy Laehey, with the loss of the lops of two

iif his fingers, having been frost-bitten at liaiiy il.iy ; and

la:it on the list was George Taylor, who was again I'rost-

bitten in travelling from Hatty Jiay to Fury Beach ; but who,

nevertheless, continued to hobble along, receiving every as-

sistance from his comrades which it was in their power to

bestow.

They succeeded in killing a considerable nnniber of foxes

during the winter, and almost every Sunday the officers had

one for tlieir dinner ; and on Christmas-day there were four

baked, which afforded a sumjituous tlinner for officers and

men. At the commencement of the year 1833, the men were

loiidncd to the house, in consecpience of the strong northerly

gnles, which prevailed at that timi', accunipanied with heavy

drift, and which tended greatly to jirotract the recovery of

the sick. Tiie duty imposed upon the men was very trifling,

they being only required to take exorcise whenever the

wiadicr would permit, and their principal labour consisted in

carrying snow to the house, fitteil up as its receptacle.

Um the ind of I'ebruary they experienced the most inde-

scribable satisfaction of again bchoKliiig the sun, after an ab-

sence of eighty days, but which only showed them a glimpse

1)1' i'b Lejuty, and then disappeared from their sight; it was

to t'lpm tl.c harbinger of brighter days, and the light that

was i- guide them on their perilous journey to their native

country. (Jn the 7ih, greatly to the astonishment of the

whole crew, two rein-deer made tlieir appearance at some dis-

tance irom the beach. Such a circumstanco had never he-

lore been known to occur before the hater end ol March, or
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the beginning of April ; and, to be tlioronglily convinced

tliat they were actually rein-deer. Commander Ross and

Abernethy went in pursuit of them ; but the day-liglit being

of so short a duration, they were soon obliged to give up tlie

chase, not, however, till they liad ascertained, by the marks

of their feet on the snow, that the animals which they had

seen, were in reality rein-deer.

On the 8th of February, Chimham Thomas, the carpenter,

died, greatly regretted by all his fellow sufferers, who lost

in him a most valuable acquisition in the way of trade, for

his services were invaluable ; and although an able substitute

was left in Robert Shreeve, still the loss of one man at sudi

an important time, was of the most serious consequence, and

especially one whose skill was so universally acknowledged.

The day after his death he was sewed up in his blanket, and

put into the snow-house, but before he was removed

from his bed-place, he was as hard as a rock. He was obliged

to be kept in the snow house several days before he could be

buried, the weather being so severe, that the men had great

difficulty in penetrating the earth; and after labouring wiili

almost incessant toil til! the 16th, they could only succeed in

<^'ggi"g 1 grave of about a foot in depth ; and on the same

day he was buried the whole of the crew that were able, fcil-

lowed, with all the solemnity that the scene required ; thus,

paying the last tribute of regard, for one who had so man-

fully shared their misfortunes and privations ; altogether it

was a scene calculated to depress the most glowing spirits.

Captain Ross led the funeral procession, and read the burial

service. After the corpse was interred they elected a monu-

ment over the top of the grave, with a piece of wood in the

middle, and a small plate of copper nailed to it, with his

name, age, and trade, engraved upon it, according to the

best manner of the engineer.

The crew were now recuiced to twenty, and they were in

daily cxTjectation of losing Buck and Wood, ^vliose constitu-

tions were unable to endure the continual fatigue and hard-

»hip8 to which they had lately been cspuscd, and which had
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bcpn more frying and severe than Iiail ever been expcrieiiccil

at any previous part of llie voyage.

As the day-light increased, the officers and sonic of tlic

crew went on shooting excursions, and, on one occasion, they

shot two hears, and saw a wolf at which tlicy fired, and severe-

ly wounded him, but lie contrived to make his escape. Com-

mander Ross followed him a considerable distance by the

track of his blood, but the day light closing upon him, he

Mas obliged to relinquish his purr.nit.

In the beginning of April, they began to make great pre-

parations for their final departure. Some of tlic breail casks

were got up to the house, for the purpose ofpacking the bread,

for they found, greatly to their disappointment and misfortune,

a great quantity of bad bread amongst the Fury's stores. Each

cask was emptied on a sail, the cask burned out, and the picked

bread put into it. All the provisions which they intended to

take with them to Batty Bay, were then collected ; which con-

sisted of 2500 pounds of bread in casks, and GO pounds in a

bag ; 1400 pounds of [ireserved meals ; 520 pounds of sugar

;

190 pounds of cocoa; 58 pounds of pea coffee; nearly half a ton

of coals; and 20 gallons of lime juice, independently of the

wei'dit of the casks and other ai tides, all which, upon a close

calculation, amounted to seven tons, which had to be dragged

down to Batty Bay, a distance of thirty-two miles, over hum-
mocks of ice, and hills of snow. They computed that the

above quantity would make fourteen sledge loads ; and there

being only thirteen working hands, which was barely suffi-

cient to drag two sledges, it was found impracticable to take

more ; so that after they had travelled eight miles, they were

obliged to return immediutely, if the weather would permit,

with the empty sledges, for the remaining part of the stores ;

thus, the men liad to travel the distance of fil'ty-six miles,

without being more than eight on their route. This inces-

sant fatigue and labour occupied the whole of April, and

May, and also the beginning of June.

They now began to fee! considerable anxiety for the safety

of the boats which were left at Uultv B;iv. as their safe deli-



972 HOSS « KKCONO VoYAUK

verance from those inliospitable and ilii'ary regions, in wliiult

tliey had experienced for four year , the greatest hardbhipa

and sufferings whicli it is possible for the strangest constitu-

tion to bear, chiefly depended upon tlicni ; they therefore-

considered it advisable to send a party forward to the bay, U)

ascertain the condition of the boats, before the whole of the

provisions were removed from Fury Ikacl;. Accordingly, a

party set ou', and wciv rejoiced to find, on their arrival at

Batty Hay, that the boats had not suffered much from being

exposed to the rigour of the climate ; but they found tlint

the chief part of the provisions had been consunuil by tiu-

foxes. The animals had selected the boats as their winin-

quarters, making free with every article wherewith they could

satisfy their hunger. 'Ihey had consumed nearly the wliolt

of the pork ami beef; tl'.ey luui also devoured the tops of tiic

steward's sea boots, the leather v(i' the thowl pins, and ahno>t

the whole of the laipauliiis; in fact, nothing appeared lo

have come amiss to their rapa'.'ious a[)petiles.

After enduring great fatigue and labour, they sueeeidwl

in getting the whole of the things down to Batty Bay, and

placed them alongside of the boats; they were then covered

over with the boats sails, and the beach of Batty Bay, loimcd

every appearance of a second I'ury Beach. After they liml

secured the provisions as eriVctually as possible, lioni the de-

predations of the foxes, they returned to Fury Beach : upon

their arrival, they fouuti Wood, Buck, and Ayre, so ttxtrenie-

ly ill, as to be totally in(:a))ahle of enduring the liitigue ol

travelling ; on account ol which, and stronj^ly impressed witli

the flattering hopes that a benedciul change might soon tal<o

place in the health of" the poor unhap])y sulferirs. Captain He";

proposed, to the great satisfaction ef all, that their departme

from Fury Beach should be delerred lor a few dayn, consi-

dering, that by exposing the sick men to the air, in the weiik

state in which they were, would be nnnccesRarily en<langer-

ing their lives, as they had not strength wherewith to t^ike

luliicient exercise to put their blood in circulation. In the in-

terim, a jiarty should he sent to Garr) Bay, where the ducks
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were known to resort in preat numbers, witli tlieflatforing liopes

of being able to obtain a supply of fresh root! for the crew, as

also for tlio iiDurishment of the sick. Accordingly Comman-
der Iloss, with a parly, set out on a shooting excursion, but

found the birds to be very shy ; and after being absent five

days, they could only succeed in bringing home twenty king

and queen ducks ; but, however, they were partly remune-

rated by a supply of dovukies, which they found to be very

numerous, and the stock which they were fortunate enougli
*- obtain, furnished the crew with some good uiaterials

for sea pics, &c. and whidi proved a relishing meal, after the

diet to whicli they had been accustomed.

On the Cgth of June the crew returned from Batty Bay,

and till their final departure, they were employed in junking

up the cable, gathering together the coals, repairing the house,

and placing every thing in sucli a safe position, that they might

be readily got at, in case tiiey should be obliged to return,

and pass another dreary winter in their comfortless dwelling.

They left as much coals upon the beacli as they conjectured

would last them another winter ; also thirty casks of flour,

each weighing 60-i pounds, and twelve casKs of 33(5 pounds ;

eleven casks of sugar, each weighing 372 pounds ; a few kegs

of lime juice, and a large quantity of parsnips, carrots, soups.

Sic, but they did not leave a single canister of meat.

The engineer was also busily employed in making three

new stoves for the boats, but on a diflerent plan from those of

the Fury, with a view of economizing the fuel aad decreasing

their weight. The stoves of the Fury weighed, upon an avp-

rage, eighty pounds, whereas those which the engineer had

constructed, did not weigh more than twenty-two pounds. He
also constructed several other things which were necessary for

the boats ; and cut up some of the Fury's ice saws, for the

purpose of ironing the bottoms of tlie sledges. Three new

sli'dges, were likewise made, for the purpose of conveying the

.sick men to Batty Bay ; which were fitted with four uprights

and a canvass mat hauled out to each corner, on which tlie

P.V.41. 61
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sick couKI be laid ; whereby they would be able to ride in thu

same manner as if lying in a cot 'he whole of the journey.

The party took their final departure from Fury Beach on

the 8th of July, and it was not until the 18th that they ar-

rived at Batty Bay. On the 25th they crossed Navy Board

Inlet, and on the following day, to their indescribable joy, they

descried a ship in the offing, becalmed ; which proved to be the

Isabella of Hull, commanded by Captain Humphries.

The discovery of the Isabella was first made by Comman-

der Ross, who however did not at once communicate the w\\<,

as he was for a while doubtful of the reality. It was a re-

markable coincidence that the ship which saved the aJventur-

ous party should have been the same which Captain Ross

commanded, in his first expedition to the Arctic Sea^, in I31S.

It appears thai Captain Humphries took the course he did,

for the express purpose of looking for the party ; which he did

however, it would seem, rather in the expectation of finding

their bones than believing them to be alive ; and in order to

induce his crew (which was employed as a whaler) to accom-

pany him into that part of the Arctic Sea where tluy discovered

the expedition, he told them they were likely to meet willi

whales there. He had no instructions from his owners, so to

do, but went on his own responsibility, and was followed by

another whaler from Hull called the William Lee. These ships

had both remained beyond the time which the whalers con

tinue in those seas, with a special view to Captain Ross. The
Isabella continued about a month in the whaling ground after

she had taken Captain Ross and his party on hoard, in order to

enable him to make his observations, and in doing so encoun-

tered greater danger than usually occurs in getting out of

Lancaster Sound. It appears that both \}\c Isal)ella and the

William Lee went up higher into Lancas'.cr Sound by an

hundred miles, than any whaler ever had ilone before. Captain

Ross was enabled while remaining in ihe Isabella, to complete

his survey of tliese coasts.

The Isabella arrived at Stiouincss in the Orkney Islands

on the J2Tth of October, 1833, lliirteen months after Captain
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|{ii-s liaii abandoned tl»e Victory, tliiitecn montlisof liardsliip

itiit'(jnnlle«l in the annals of tlic maritime service, and at the

same time remarkable for the small number of dcailis whicli

had taken place during that period. One of the seamen died

ill the early part (/f tiie voyage from consumption, the second

(lentil arose from mental despondency; tlie tliird, (that of the

larpcnter) was the only death that was attril)utable to the ef-

fects of tlie climate. He had been carpenter of the lunydice

hulk at Woolwich when this expedition was nnderlaken, and

vdhiiitocred his services to accompany Captain Ross. His

wife then resided at Chatham, and not havinj^ heard any tid-

iiii;s of him or his companions during the long period of their

absence, very naturally concluded that the whole party was

totally lost, and accordingly went into mourning for her hus-

band. But soon after, she heard, with inexpressible joy, of

the unexpected and safe arrival of C;i|)tain Ross, and his com-

panions at Woolwich, upon which she immediately hastened

iliiihcr, with the nio.st sanguine hopes of again beholding her

hiisb:>nd, and giving him an affectionate and welcome recep-

tion to his native land ; but that joy was denied her. The
poignancy of bor grief may be imagined but caimot be descril)-

ed, when she ascertained that the bitter confirmation of the

truth of her forebodings awaited her. In many instances the

relatives and friends of those in the expedition had acted on

the same suppositiini of their having been lost, but happy

were they whose suppositions were not realised. 'l"he princi-

pal accident that (Kxiured was that of Captain Ross himself,

who had a fall and broke br)tb his legs.

The arrival of Ca|)tain Ross in the British Islands was im-

nii'diately amiounced at IJoyds, where the event was hailed

with great and universal satisfaction. It came with such sud-

denness that doubts were thrown on the authenticity of the

intelligence. The arrival however of the Captain and his

companions in Hull, soon removed thcie doubts, and they

were received witli every feeling of respect. A public enter-

tainment was given liiiii, on whicli occasion the freedom of the



976 Rn8>i S BKCIINII VOVA(. K

borough was presented to him, accompanied by an appropii.

ate address on tlie |)art of ihe corporation. They arrived in

[^ondon on the 19th of October, and the Captain wrote a let-

ter from the Portland Hotel to the Admiralty Commissioners,

On the following day he and his ncpliew waited on Sir James

Graham at the Admiralty, from whence they proceeded to

^\'indsor, where they hail the honour of being presented to

his Majesty, and spending the evening at the royal table. The

whole crew soon after arrived in liondon and on the ensuing

Tuesday mustered at the Admiralty.

'I'hc following letter was sent to Captain Ross from the

Admiralty in reply to communications from him.

Admiralty, 28th of October, 183M.

" Sir,— I have received and laid before iny Lords Com-

misMonersof the Admiralty yourletterof tile 2Gth instant, triins-

mitting a list of the officers and men employed on your late

expetlilion to the Arctic Seas ; shewing the amount of pay duo

to each, according to the scale by which you would have felt

yourself bound to remunerate them for their services, and I

am commanded by their lordships to acquaint you in reply,

that although these men have no claim on his Majesty's

Government, inasmuch as the expeJition was not sent out by

the Board of Admiralty, yet, in consideration of its having

been undertaken for the benefit of science and of thesuffennjrs

these men have undergone, the perilous situation in which

they were placed for so long protracted a period, and their

uniform good conduct under circumstances the most trying to

which British seamen were, perhaps, ever exposetl ; and their

lordships being moreover satisfied of your utter inability to

rullil the engagements entered info by you, and of the desti

lute state in which these people have providenti illy arrived

in their native coiuitry, have been induced, uiiilLr such pe-

culiar circumstances, fiom a feeling of humanity, immediately

to relieve you I'roni your engagements, and them from pressing

necessity, rather than wait till parliament shall be assembled,



TO TMK. NORIII POI.K. 977

to which it is intenJed to submit the cajc. Thiir lordships

have tliercfore directed the Accountant Ueneral of tlie navy,

to advance to you the sum of £4,580. 12s. 3d. as the amount

which by your statement, you feel yourself under an en-

gagement to j)ay to tlie persons therein named, from each of

whom on making their payment, you will lake a stamp re-

ceipt as a voucher in full of all demands they may rcspeclivily

have upon you.

I am, &c.

(Signed) J. Bakhow."
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Captain Ross, previous to his departure, had raised money

(or his own equipment, by executing dee- Is for the condition-

al transfer of his property, and in one instance, the parties

had availed themselves of their legal ri.rjht to obtain payment

calculating, as they did that he had been lost.

The committee of the House of Commons have recom-

mended a grant of .£5000, to Captain Ross, a sum which \vill

scarcely cover his losses. 'I'he crew were employed in eligi-

ble situations in the dock-yards, or placed in others that will

lead to promo, ion ; Mr. Abernethy, the gunner, was promot-

ed to the Scringapatam ; Mr. Thom, purser, to the lucrative

situation of purser to the Canopus, of eighty -four guns ; Mr.

.M'Diarmid tlie medical officer to the expedition, appointed to

the situation of assistant-surgeon of the navy, and when qua-

jificd to pass his examination, to be promoted to the rank of

surgean, and Commander Ross, to whom a great part of the

scientific results are due, was appointed Commander of the

Victory, on full pay for twelve months, and at the end of

which, to receive the rank of Post Captain, which since then

has taken place; Captain John Humphreys of the Isabella,

has also been amply remunerated, to whose persevering hu-

manity Captain Iloss and his party owe their lives.

Thus closes a narrative of the severest trials to which human
nature was ever subjected, and which arc unparalleled in

till' amials of history; and the name of Uoss will be re-

membered so long as the science of geography exists.
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Tlic habits ami mode of life of tlie Kiiquiinaux Imvc been

rendered familiar to most readers by the descriptions, ample

and correct, which former travellers in the regions they inha-

bit, have given at successive periods. They present, from

their insulated |x>situ>n, a remarkable contrast to most otliur

savages ; their manners being mild and ge.itie, and a spirit of

contentment with their condition is one of the rcmarkablo

features of their character : the wants of the Esq'iimaux, a

necessary consequence of the climate in which he is found,

are very few and very readily supplied, even by such com-

paratively rude means as he possesses. Contented with his

own lot, as much from carelessness about liimself, as from want

of knowledge that others are better off, if his snow hut be

sheltered from the north wind, and if he find a sufficient su|i-

ply of provisions for the day, he seeks no more ; his greatest

afflicticm is the loss of his day's hunting, from the severity of

the weather : and, living in a state of pciice with each other,

their life presents none of those dangerous features which ren-

der other savages, and those in regions not very remote from

where the Esqu'maux dwell, truly savage. In person they

nre of low stature, but stoutly and rather well made; the com-

plexion is of an olive tint, the face broad and round, with

dark, small, and piercing eyes. Their ignorance is gross in

the extreme. The women differ little, either in appearance or

dress, from the men ; the same skin of the seal or deer,

suffices for each, and is cut and fashioned nearly in the same

maimer. Their gestures are very significant ; and when ihey

receive small presents the}' express their satisfaction and de-

light by jumping violently in the air.

During the period of Captain Ross's sojourning among

them they erected a village. The only materials they made

use of in the construction of their huts were snow and ice,

and the rapidity with which they erect them, is (juite equal to

the extraordinary nature of the matter em ploy eil in their erec-

tion. 'I'hey are built, furnished, and inhabited in the course

of a very few hours. They are round, with an arched dome

of very good furmatioit : the vrindow is formed of a fragment
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of ICC, wliicli admits sufficient ligl)t for tlu'ir purposes. The
entrance is by a long narrow passage in the snow ; their bed
is formed of an embankment of snow in the interior, whicli

they cover with skins. 'I'hey cook their food with very little

attention to cleanliness or comfort, but it satisfies their wants.

A hollowed stone, tilled witii whale blubber or seal oil, serves

both for cooking pliico and lamp, and the wicks arc formed of

moss, which gives light and heat to answer all their purposes.

As may be supposed, they possess little or no property ; their

skin", their trifling cooking utensils, their spears and knives

of whalebone, a sledge and dogs to convey it, comprise the

whole property of a tribe, which does not exceed a hundred

souls of both sexes.

The following passages from the examination of Cnplniii

Ross will be read with some interest ; we prefer giving them

in this detached state to incorporating them with the 'oody of

our narrative, that they might not interfere with its coiitinu-

ousness.

" In your actual survey of the western coast of the bay of

Baffin, were you able to correct any material errors in the

existing charts ?"

" Oh, most certainly ; pnrfKiilaily of two banks which I

had formerly laid down, called the Alexander and Isabella

banks, which had been expunged from the charts, which (

originally made, by subsequent survey, but re-established by

me on the same spot."

" That is of importance, because the new whale fisheries

are on the spot ?" '

" Ves."

" What latitude is that in ?"

" About sixty-nine."

" Have you laid down any part of the north coast of Fr.)-

bishcr's Strait for the first time ?"

" Yes. We consider Trobisher's Strait to be fictitious.

We laid down tlie coast Iwlween Resolution Island all the
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way to tlij Iic'iglit of seveiity-fuur iiorlli, moat of wliioli had

not bucn laid down before.

•' When you say Frohishti's Strait is fictitious, do you be-

lieve there is no sea between Kesohition Island and the main

Ian. I
?"

" Certainly, I sujjpose that ; but tliere are two Frobislicr's

Straits ; tliero is one Frobislicr's Strait in making Greenland

an island, tbat I consider to be (iitilious; if it is the one that

makes Resolution Island an island, that is one certainly."

'• How long were you enabled to make use of the paddle

wheels of your steamer after you reached the heavy ice.?"

" The sleam-engine gave way bufore we reached the ice.

We were run much among the ice with it, but as far as I could

jud^c lliey would answer uncommonly well. Tiiey answcrcil

beyond my expectation."

" From your experience in navigating the Polar seis, do

you think it safest to navigate those seai with a steam-boat

with the paddles projecting from her side ?"

" Far better than any other mode."
*• Are not the paddles peculiarly subject to damage ?"

" They were peculiarly constructed for the purpose, so that

I could raise them out of the water at pleasure ; one man was

suflicient to disengage the paddle entirely from the engines,

and raise it out of the water, and out of the way of pressure."

" And it was so contrived, that you conceive steam to be

applicable to the propellingof vessels in the Polar seas ?"

« Yes."

" From your experience of these seas, do you conceive that

any further attempt to discover the north-west passage would

be attended with great danger ?"

" I do."

*' And, if successful, would it be attended with any public

benefit ?"

" I believe it would be utterly useless."

" 'J'he indications that were relied upon in the beginning

of these voyages of discovery, as to leading to the conclu'«iou

that a passage might be found, have totally failed ?"
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" Tlicy have heeii totally (ii-pioved."

" Does your experience lead you to iiiuko the same re-

mark willi respect to making the nortlicrn pole i)v the Spitz-

ber^en sea ?"

" I think it would be affcnded with danger."

" But you think it is .still possible.'"

" I think that the attempt was made at the wvung time of

the year."

" WImt i.s the greatest degree of latitude t!,at any ship has
ever reached ?"

" Scorisbv h:is recorded that his father readied ei.ditv-

four."

" Eighty three has been decidedly reacln'ii
'"

*' Oh yes! Captain l*;urv ^rot to 82° 4 •'

'

" What is the greale>t dc. rce of latitude that you have
found natives?"

" III seventy-seven north."

Captain Charles Hcaufort is examined as follows :

" Have you the means of knowing whether the whale fish-

cry has been much ext.-niled by Captain Iloss's first vovaf»e ?"

" Since tlie discoveries in that part of the world, the wha-
lers have certainly gone in great numbers into Lancaster Sound
and have been very successtnl in finding whales there."

" Are you aware how far tlie land was correctly laid down
on the west side of Bafiiu's Bay previous to Captain Itoss's

voyage in the year IBIS.'"

" It had Ikcu laid down originally by the early discoveries

of Baffin, l''rol)isher, and others ; some doubt, hnwovcr, was
afterwards thrown upon its correctness; but the voyages of

Ross ami Parry have shewn tliat these old navigators were

more correct than had been imagined."

" !s it not a fact, that, previous to Captain Ros.s's first voy-

age, Baffin's Bay li..d been omitted in the Admiralty's charts,

in consequence of the great doubt thrown upon the early

discoveries'?"

" I have been told so, but I never saw any chart in which

it was omitted.'

P. V. 42. 6 K
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" To whom do yoii attril)iit(' llu- (lir.covei y of tin- wiiule

fishery, on the west side of HnfUn's Bay ?"

" To tlie several voyages thai iiave been made there, hut to

no one in particular."

" Which was tlie first in order ?"

" Capfniii IidS^'s, certainly."

U'e sliall now present the reader with a lnjef account of

Captain Itoss's opinion, as delivered before tnc CoiuniiUee, on

tlin subject of magnetic electricity, and some other astronomical

points.

"Among the valuable observations of every kind wiiich

you describe the voyage to have enabled you to collect, are

llie committee to understand that there are observations con-

nected with magnetic electricity ?"

" I know of no magnetic electricity; I know of no such

term ; but the effect of light and heat upon it is an important

discovery which we have made-"

" With respect to observatitms connected with astronomy,

are tlie committee to receive such information fioni yourself,

or from Commander Ross ?"

" They may receive it from either; Commander Ross had

the charge of the transit which took down the transit of the

stars, and also the occultations of stars by the moon and

moon-culminating stars."

" Can you or Commander Ross supply the committee with

a series of observations connecting the gradual dip of the

magnetic needle, with '^s perpendicular position at the point

which you have assigned as the true magnetic pole i*"

*' I Iiave them, but not in a state to set before the com-

mittee."

" You stated that you did not recognise such a term as

magnetic electricity ; do you mean to state you do not be-

lieve there is any identity or necessary connection between

magnetism and electricity (electro-magnetism) ?"

" I believe they may combine with each oiher, but I do

not underotand how electricity can be magnetised ; the mag-

net may be electrified, but I do not know that it can."
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" li that opinion formed from the observations you made
(lining your last voyage on the phenomena of eirclricity and
iiKignetism ?"

" No, there was no natural electricity present where \vc were."

" Then you made no observations with respect to electrical

phenomena wiiicli you tiiink would be important to science f"

" No, none wiiatever."

" With respect to the aurora borealis, it has been matter of

some discussion whether the aurora borealis is accompanied
with noise r"

" I never observed any noise with it, but I have a new the-
ory of it wlvich I intend to publisli.'

" Did you observe any magnetic phenomena which you
consider of importance apart from the existence of the mn-r-

netic poles ?"

" Yes, the effect of light upon the magnet, nnd its exposure
to such climates."

The following, from the examination of Mr. Children, one
of the secretaries of the Royal Society, also has reference to
the same subject :—

" You stated (o the comniiitee that the discovery of Com-
iii.iiuler Ross corresponded with the preconceptions of Profes-
sor Barlow ; do you apprehend that the magnetic pole is a
fixed point, or moveable?"

" The observations hitherto made cannot possiblv he con-
sidcred sufTicieiit ; for ili;it must require repeated observations.

I know it was the oj/niion of Professor Barlow, two or three
years ago, that there were not one or two hut perhaps several

magnetic poles; the poles are prob ' '• fixed points; but they
iii.iy be moveable. Mr. Barlow has subsequently, I believe,

given up that view,"

" Are we not quite at the threshold of knowledge f"

" Yes, and every observation is of course valuable."

" Every contribution to magnetic knowledge is of ver»
great importance to a maritime country ?"

*' Yes, I should think so ; very much."
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" And worth the sacrifice of money i"

" Certainly ; and it is certainly something for an Cnglish.

man to iiave been the first and only one who has ex|)LTimentiil.

Jy decided the true position of the north magnetic pole, which

he has clearly done ; he appears to have gone to a point where

the dipping needle stood dirccily perpendicular, where the ho-

rizontal direction was entirely lost ; that is, as Mr. Harlow ex-

presses it, the pole itself."

" Did Captain Parry follow ihe same liner"

«' I do not recollect ; he cannot have been, on his voynee;

at the very spot where Commander Ross was the compuss trui

not Iravtrseat all ; it was perfectly upright."

The select committee appointed by the House of (.'onnnons

to enquire into the circumstances of the expedition to the

Arctic Seas, commanded by Captain John Ross, uitii a view

to ascertain whether any and what rewartl may lie due for the

services rendered on that occasion, and to rejjoit their obser-

vations thereu])on to the House: together with the minutes

of evidence taken before them :—enquired into the matters re-

ferred to them, and agreed to a report of which the following

is an abstract.

" Vour Committee have not felt themselves either called up-

on by their order of reference, or competent to give an opinion

on the precise merits or extent of the discoveries made duriiij:

the exj)edition commanded by Cuptaiu John Woss, whether in a

geographical or scientific point of view : they have tiierclore

confined themselves to .-ueh a general investigation into tiie

facts, as m.iy sudice for a decision on the main question com-

mitted to their hands, whedier any reward should be allotletl

from the public purse, and to whom that reward is tlue.

" In tlie course of this inquiry lliey find that, in the year

18C7, ('aptain Ross, stimulated by the desire of seeming to

this coiuitry the honour of settling the long-agitated question

of a North-West I'assage, proposed first to his majesty's <;o-

vernment, and, on their declining tu undertake it, to his friend,

I'O

rcl

th

sut

:!..

nil

alr^

lilt

by



TO rilK NURIH POI.K. 985

friend,

Mr. Folix Bootli, to fit out an expedition for that purpose :

thai in the following year Mr. Booth, finding that li A
,

by which a parlianientiry reward was iield out for the disco-

very of a Nortli-Wcst Passage, had been repealed, and that

no suspicion of interested motives could any longer rest upon

the undertaking, " having no other object in view than the

advancement of the honour of liis country, and ihr ii tercsts

of science, and to gratify the feelings of a friend, immediately

agreed to Captain Ross's proposition, on condition that his

connection with the enterprise should not be made known : that

accordingly, with the exception of about two thousand pounds

expeiuleJ by Captain Ross, Mr. Booth did actually bear all

the charges of the expedition, to the iunouiit of bilucen -cven-

tccM and eighteen thousand pounds : tliut Captain Ross, being

left by Mr. Booth at liberty to choose whom he j)Ieased lo

accompany him, received gratuitous offers of zealous service

and assistance, in any capacity, from those ilislinguislied olli-

cers, Captains IJack and Hoppner, offers equally creditable to

Captain Ross and to the spirit of those who made thcin : but

finally selected his nephew, Commander James Clark Ross,

a young ollicer of distinguished scientific attainments, who
had been employed 'ii every previous expedition to the Arctic

»eas ; and having engaged Mr. Thom as purser, who as well

as Commander lioss agreed to go without pay, and Mr,

M'Diarn'id as surgeon, together with a crew of nineteen men,

Bailed from I'.iigland in May 1829: that in sji'e of the muti-

ny of the crew of a whaler, which had been engaged to ac-

company them with provisions. Captain Ross persevered, in

reliance on finding the supplies whic'i had been landed by

the l'"ury, on Fury Beach, and then entered upon a course of

sufferings, of dangers ami discoveries, for a summary of which

•J'- i.mittee referred the Mouse to the Letter addressed by

nim to the secretary of the Board of Admiralty, anil which is

already given in this work.

" Your committee have found the statements contained in

tiie above Ijclter confiriiied, as far as ihey have been examined,

by the evidence which has appcarcil before them ; and, hi|)-
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ported by tlic opinions of Captain Beaufort, Iiydrographcr to

the Admiralty, of Mr. Cliildren, one of the secretaries of the

Hoyai Society, and of Professor Barlow, who has made the

magnetic variations his particular study, they sec no reason to

doubt that Captain Iloss nearly approached, and that Com-
mander Ross actually reached, the magnetic pole.

" The importance, especially to a maritime nation, of this

discovery, and of the observations connected with magnetic

science, arising thereout, is most highly estimated by the sci-

entific witnesses who have been examined, and it is further

attested by the zeal with which this branch of science has

been of late pursued by eminent men in every country, and by

the expense, which several foreign governments have ol late

years incurred for the same object.

" Under these circumstances your committee can have no

hesitation in reporting, tliat a great public service has been

performed. Independently of the demonstration, that one

passage, which had been considered by preceding navigators

to bo one of the most likely to lead from the Atlantic to the

Pacific Ocean, does not exist, thus narrowing the field for fu-

ture expeditions, if such should ever be undertaken; inde-

pendently of the addition of between six and seven hundred

miles of coast to our geographical knowledge, anil of the va-

luable additions to magnetic science and meteorology, which

this expediti<m will supply, your committee cannot overlook

the public service which is rendered to a niaritinie coimlrvv

especially in time of peace, by deeds of daring enterprise and

patient endurance of hardship, which excite the |)uhlic sym-

pathy, and enlist the general feeling in favour of maritime ad-

venture. Of this result they have strong evidence in the na-

tional subscription, which furnished the I'uniis for the expedi-

tion of Captain Back in search of Captain Ross and his gal-

lant party, to which the Government also contributed two

thousand pounds.

" Under these circumstances, and looking to the advantages

to science and the honour to liis country which liave rcsult-

fd from the expedition under liis command ; looking to the
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rxppuse which the country hjis hccii willing to incur on for-

mer occasions for similar es|)e(litioiis, nnd to the rc«;ir(|.s,

vhich it has voted even for less important and lionourahle

jhjects, vour committee hope they are not tranygrosiiig the

l)()imds of a due regard to pMl)lic economy, in recommending

lliat a sum of five thousand jjounds be voted to Capiiiin

.lolm Ross.

" To Mr. Felix Booth, to whose modest public spirit and

rare munificence this expcilition is entirely due, your com-

mittee regret that they have it not in their power to propose

some fit token of public acknowledgmeiit ; Imt they cannot

forbear ofl'ering the tribute of their admiration and respect."

It may bore be noticed that the king has been pleased to

grant the dignity of a iiaronet, and his name will for ever

stand enrolled as one of the most noble and disinterested sup-

porters of the glory of bis country, and the advancement of

nautical science.

'I'he last accounts which had reached England from Cap-

tain I'oss after he had taken his departure, were dated July

182'J from Disco Island. Fears the most alarming were ex-

cited for his safety as the close of the year 1832 approached and

no tidings were yet beard of him. In consequence, a meeting

of the Geographical Society was held, to consider what steps

were fit to be taken ; and it was lesolved to open a subscrip-

tion and to organize a Committee to make the requisite pre-

parations for despatching a party in quest of him. This was

accordingly set on foot, and Captain Back was appointed to

superintend the expedition, which sailed on the i7lh of Fe-

bruary 1833j from I,iverpool. Two days before the an-

nouncement of Captain [loss's safety, a letter was received from

Captain Back, dated June the 19tb, from Jack River, with

intelligence ot his arrival at that stage of his journey. Imme-
diately on Captain Ross's reaching London tlie Comm ttce

for managing the Arctic Expedition under the command of

Captain Back met to decide on the steps they should pursue

III consequence, with respect to that officer's recall. The nieet-

ing took place on the '22nd of October, when Admiial Sir
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Cliarlca Ogli", one of its most active meuihcis, took tlu- iliair,

at which the following comiminicatioii from Captain Moss was

read.

London, Oct. the 2()ih.

To the Cum mi I tec for managing i/te Arctic Land Expcdillon.

Gentlkmen.—Of the many circumstances of iiigh <<rati-

fication wliicii have welcomed tiie delivery of myself and iny

companions from four years of severe suflering, there is no-

thing (next after a deep sense of the merciful proviiienre

wlierewith we have been surrounded in such great perils)

which has excited so strong a feclinu; of gratitude ns the hu-

mane and generous sympathy of a niiiiiber of persons, who,

at the chance of being instrunieii!;ii in our preservation, con-

tributed, with the assistance of his Majesty's govLMinnuiit, an

ample sum for the purpose of pnying the ex]KMise of an ex-

pedition which was so promptly and with so much judgnieiit

put in motion by your Committee, and so wisely confided to

the guidance ot" Captain Back, wiiose known inielligcnce and

intrepidity gave to the Committee a certainty that all would

be done which a sagacious mind and unflinching pci. everantc

could accomplisii. It is my wish and duty to make the ear-

liest acknowledgements of this instance of wide extended com-

passion towards us, ar.d I venture to rely on the favour of the

Committee to receive with allowance this imperfect expres-

sion of my feelings towards them, to his Majesty's govcrnmeiil,

to the contril)utors to the undertaking, and to the Hudson's

Bay Company, for the efforts which might have proved, as

designed, the means of snatching myself and my faithful com-

panions from tlie further sufferings which, almost to the last

moment, we seemed doomed to encounter.

I have the lienor to be. Gentlemen,

Your very humble and grateful servant.

John Ross,

Capiain, Royal Navi/.
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The following aa^wcr was sent in reply.

989

Arctic Land Expedition,

21, Regent Street, Oct. 22nd.

Sm— 1 liave the honor to acknowledge tlie receipt of your

letter of the 20tli instant, addressed to tiie Committee for ma-

naging the Arctic Land lixpedition, and returning your

thanks to its members, to the Hudson's Bay Company, and to

all the subscribers towards the equipment of that expedition,

for the exertions made by them in hopes of rescuing you and

yours from your perilous situation.

Li reply, I beg in the name of the Committeeandof all the

subscribers, to offer you our warmest congratulations on your

safe rclurn. And although the main object of Captain Back's

expedition is thus attained without his assistance, yet no feel

much gratified that it should have gone, inasmuch as it proves

to all future adventurers in a like cause, that their country

would not be unmindful of them ; while on the other hand your

return also shows that no situation should be considered too

desperate to be beyond the reach of a similar exertion.

1 have the honor to be

Sir, your obedient servant,

Charles Oole, Clu.irman.

To Captain Ross, Royal Navy.

At the same time a despatch was agreed to be forwarded

by a winter express to Captain Back, acquainting him with

Captain Ross's return, and directing him to turn his attention

now entirely to the second object of his mission, - completing

the coast line of the north-eastern part of America, of which

little more than one hundred and fifty miles remain to be

traced.

r. V. 42. 6L
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The following selection of a few words, will give some ides

of the Esquimaux language.

Angry . •

Arrow •

Aurora borealis

Bear

Biads .

Bow, for shooting

Bread • •

Breeches •

Canoe • •

Cloud

Cold

Cry, he does

Dance, he does

Daughter

Dead, he is

Deer •

Dog • •

Drink, he does

Ear

Eat

Esquimaux

European (substantive)

European (adjective)

Fat

Father

Fire . •

Fish

Fox .

Frozen

Grandmother

Growl, he does

Erk-sissu-yak-poke.

Kahleoke.

Arkak.

jNannoke.

^Ninnooke.

Hu-now-yak.

Pit-see-ku.

She-ga-tak.

Kakleek.

Kei-yak.

Noo-woo-e-a

Ik-kee.

Kei-a-woke.

Momek poke.

Pannuga Pannu.

Tokoo-wok.

Tookto.

Mikkee.

Immuk-poke.

[Hee-u-tee-ga.

[He-u-ting-a.

Tamoo-a-woke.

Immut-plue.

Kabloonn.

Kabloo-nak-to.

Oksumik.

Attata.

Ikkooma.

fEkk look-

\Ek-ka-loo,

Terru-anu-arioo.

Kir-kee-woke.

, In-ru-ta

Kattcc-mak-poke.

{!
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Gun

Hair

Hare ,

Head

Heart

Husband

Hut or liuusc

Ice

Indians .

Iron

Ivory ,

Kiss

Knee

Knife, a man's

Knife, a woman's
Laugh, he does

Lie .

Lightning

Millc

Moon, the

Mother

Mountain

Mouth

Needle

Nej)hew or Niece

Nose

Oil, blubber

Owl

Paddle

Pot for cooking

Pubh, lie docs

Yuk-koke-keds-uke.

He-ek-koke-lci-gu.

'NuBtI>ak-ka.

Nu-yakka.

Oa-k;i-lik.

JNe-' koke.

[Ne-a-ko-a.

Qinut.

!Oo-u-gu.

Oo-ing-u.

Oo-u-ma.

Ig-loo.

Sikkoo.

Eiri ke. lu.

So-wik.

Tow-a.

Koonig.

Sit-ko-a.

Panna.

Oo-loo.

Igla-poke.

Shagloo.

Kad-loome Ikkooma.

Irnmook.

An-nlnga.

A-ma-ma.

Eing-nak.

Kan-na-ra.

Mitkoke.

Oyu-oga.

J Keei-nak

iKing-ara.

0-ku-a-or.

Ook-n!r.-r'nak,

Pa-oo-

Oot-koo-seck.

fNei-pak-pokc.

lA-yaw-uk-|)oke.
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