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INTRODUCTION*

\Splendeurs et Miseres des Courtisanes is the title given to
tlie l(.ng and composite novel consisting of the following
parts: I., Comment Aiment Irs Filles; 11., A Combien
rAmour Revient aux Vieillards; III.. Oii Mhient les Mauvais
Chemins; IV., La Derniere Incarnation de Vauirin. About
half tiic first part appcannl in 1838, under the title of "La
Torp: ,.," along with "La Fenime Superieure" ("Les Em-
ployes") and "La Maison Xuoingen." This portion was
divided into three chapters. The remainder of the first part
and Tir.arly all the second was published in Le Parisien, May
21-Jui,v 1, 1843, under the title of "Esther ou les Amours
d'un Vieux Banquier,"" the portion entitled "La Torpille"
being also republished. In this form the story was divided
into three parts containing fifteen, sixteen, and fourteen chap-
ters respectively. Late in 1844 it was reprinted in three vol-
umes, along with "fichantillons de Causeries Frangaises," and
was supplemented with a fourth part entitled "Les Peines de
CiEur d'un Millionaire," divided into thirteen chapters. These
four parts correspond with the first two parts of the novel as
we have it. They were entitled "Splendeurs et Miseres des
Courtisanes; Esther." Still in 1844, the story in two parts,
"Esther Heureuse" and "A Combien TAmour Revient aux
Vieillards," entered the "Scenes de la Vie Parisienne" of the
"Comedy," the first part changing its title to the present form
in the definitive edition. Tlie third part ("Ou Menent les

•Copyright, 1900, by Thomas Y. CYoweU & Company.

(ix) (Vol. XXIII)



INTRODUCTION

Mauvais Clicniins") was printed in L'Epoqiir, JuU' 7-29, 1846,

under the title of "L'ne Instruetion ("riininelli'." It entered

the same year the ''Scenes de hi Vie Parisienne," under its

present title. In 181T it was published in two volumes as "Un
Dranie dans les Prisons,"' in conipany with "Esquisse

d'Honiine (FAtfaires"' ("Les Koueries d'un Creancier").

This version was in two parts and fil'ty-tlvo chapters. The

fourth part. "La I)erniere Incarnation de Vautrin," appeared

first in JjH J'rcssr, April 13-May 4, 1847, divided into two

parts and seventeen chapters. It was issued the same year in

three volumes along with "Les Martyrs Ignores*' and "Une

Rue de Paris ct son Habitant"' (see "(Euvres Diverses").

This version contained forty-one chapters and a "conclusion."'

In ISoo the "Derniere Incarnation"" was joined to the three

preceding parts of ''Splendeurs et Miseres," all chapter divi-

sions of the novel being su])pressed. The list of characters

is so long that it is ixis.-ible to give only the most condensed

information concerning tliein. Jac(|Ues Collin, alias Vautrin,

alias Carlos llerrera, is of course prominent in "Pere Goriot"

and "Illusions Perdues."" He will be found again in "Le

Depute d"Ar( is."' Lucien de Kubempre needs no comments.

Esther Van (iobseck has been mentioned in "Gobseck,"' "La

Maison Xucingen" and "L'n Menage de Gar^'on."' Bianchon,

Bi.xiou. P)iondet, Philippe Bridau, Camusot de Marville and

his wife, the Duke de Chaulieu, Dcrville, Desplein, Desroches,

Mine. d'Espard, Finot, Mine, du Val-\oble, the Duke and

Duchess de Cirandlieu, Granville, Lou.-teau, the Duchess do

^Laufrign* use, Xathan, Florine. the ^.'ucingens, Kastignac,

the Duke de Hhetore, the Count and Countess de Serizy, and

du Tillct are all familiar, and the length of the list proves

how thoroughly this novel asseini)les the chief figures of the

"Comedy." Count Octave de Bauvan recalls "Ilonorine"';

Dr. Bouvard. the student of mesmerism, "Crsule Mirouet";

Cerizet, "Illusions Perdues" (see also "Un Homme d'AlTaircs"

(Vol. XXIII)
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XI

and "Los Tctits Bourgeois")
; Sixte du C^^atelet, "Illusions

IVnlut.-'; Dauriat, -Illusions Perducs' and "Modeste
Mi-non"; the Chevalier d'Espard, "L"Interdietion"; d'Es-
tourny, "Modeste Mignou-' (see also "Un llomme d'Af-
laires")

;
Gaudissart, "Le Cousin Pors" ("L-Illustre (Jaudis-

sart-); Madeleine (Mortsauf) do Lenomourt-Civry, "U
Lys .hins la A'allee"; the Seehards and Vernou, "Illusions Per-
thies." Ajuda-Pinto has been met in "Beatrix" and will play
a part in "Pere Goriot." Jacqueline Collin has been seen in
"La Cousine Bette." Corentin will be found in "Les
Chouans," "Une Tenebreuse Affaire," and "Les Petits Bour-
geois." Jacques Falleix will figure slightly in "Ilistoir.. des
'I reize" and "Les Employes"; Louchard has been seen in "La
Cousine Bette." Lup^aulx has been m..ntioned frcYpientlv,
and will play a prominent part in '"Les Employes." Massol
IS often made use of. Mme. Xourrisson is generallv found
in company with Jae(,ueline Collin. Pevrade will' appear
in "Lne Tenebreuse Affaire." His daughter Lvdie will be
restored to h.T right mind in "Le> Petits Bourgeois "

Poiret
has appeared in "Un Debut .lans la Vie"; he will reappear
in "U>s Employes," and, along with his wife, in "I'ere Goriot"
and "Les Petits B.mrgeois." Contenson. whose full name
has the alarming proportions of Bernard-P„]vdor Brvond
Baron des Tours-Minieres, will be encountered again in
"LEnvers de I'llistoire Contemporaine." It shaihr be re-
marked that Balzac made Vautrin the subject and title of a
drama wl ich was acted for the first time at the theatre of the
Porte Saint-Martin, March 14, 1840. It can be read in hi.
'Theatre Complet." It was prohibited for little or no reason.
(See "Lettres a I'fitrangere," p. 533 el seq.]

In his correspondence Balzac has very little to say with
regard to the "Splendeurs et Miseres." ijue in July, 1 8 h;

'

he
did write Mme. llanska that the end of "Esther" "had had a

(Vol. xxin)



XII INTRODUCTION

great success, and that even lawyers were surprised at the

truthfulness of his descriptions of criminal procedure, but he

contented himself with (iuotin>i the opinions of others. He

cannot, however, hav(! failed to perceive that, under the stress

caust.'d by ill icalth and <lebts, he was composing a book which

would be considered by many readers the most interestinjT

portion of the "Comedy," and would be placed by some critics

at the head of all his masterpieces.

Whether or not the "Splendeurs et Miseres" is superior to

"Pere (Joriot" or "Eufrenii' Tirandet" or *'La Cousine Bette"

is a question that admits of considerable discussion. It has

not the dramatic concision of the last novel, nor does it dis-

play such t{'rril)lc power. It is not so nobly moving as the

first two. On the other hand it has the most complex and

wonderfully managed plot of any story in the "Comedy"; it

introduces more characters than any other book, and manages

them with consummate success; it displays in an almost un-

rivaled way Balzac's knowledge of Paris; of its aristocrats

and parvenus, its thieves and courtesans, its lawyers and

policemen ; it is full of passages of subtle analysis ; and finally,

it is dominated by a general conception or a central idea that

may be grandiose rather than great, but is without doubt

tremendously impressive. In other words, while higher phases

of Balzac's genius may lu- exhibited elsewhere, this novel ex-

hibits that genius in ii totality more completely, perhaps,

than any other. It labors umlcr the disadvantage, of course.

that with the exception of the "Uistoire des Treize," it is the

most sensational of all Balzac's mature works; yet the very

fact that he made it so much more than a sens^ational nntiame

goes to j)rove tlin! it is the supreme effort of his genius. With

si"li characters and such an intrigue, who else could have

made such a great novel ?—for the critics are agreed that the

"Splendeurs et Miseres" is a great novel.

We cannot, however, feel sure that our praise is justified

(Vol. XXIII)
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until wo havo examined two or three iinfnvorable critieisms
that have been made a<,'aijist the booiv. One is that it ought to
have ended with the tieatii of Lucien an<l tiie failure of Vau-
trin'.s .-eheiiie.s the transformation of the king of the coiiviets
into a i)o]ice agent being described at siicli Icngtli as to deprive
the climax of its full effeet. This criticism is just, but it ean
''• nu'l. as a similar charge was in tlie case of "Beatrix," by
..le statement that all we need do in order to preserve the
artistic unity of the novel, is to treat "La Derniere Incarna-
tion de Vautrin" as a setjuel to '-Splendeurs et .Misery's"
rather than as an integral part of it. Balzac's groupings of
his stories can hardly, as we have seen repeatedly, be con-
sidered highly important, and when we can save a master-
piece from idemish by disregarding his order of arrangement
we are justified in so doing. 'J'iie novelist liim.«elf seems to
have felt that excuses for the existence of the fourth part
were needed, and it is (|uiie clear that a novel written in such
a fragmentary way can be somewhat rearranged without
much resulting damage.

.\ still more seri(uis charge relates to the part played by
\autrin. who is dedand to he a grosslv exaggerated per-
sonag(—a character with whom a great realist should have
had nothing to do. That there is truth in this charge also
can scarcely be denied. Vautrin is a striking type of that
•Vuperior imin" who in one f(u-m or another haunts romantic
(irtion and poetry.* Even (ioethe and Byron, in "Faust" and
'Manfred." were seduced into attempting the portrayal of
this fascinating being, and liab.ae was in good company when
be .ndeavored to vary the type. It is only of late, w"ith the
divelopnient of the leveling tendencies of democracy and the
success of the realistic and naturalistic schools of fiction
''''•unded by Balzac, that the average man and the decadent
Iiave been able to oust the 'Vuperior man" from his place in

•s,.,. an importai,! article on this snbjoot l.y Or. Joakim Rcinlmra in tho Si'UKinrt
Hentu January, 1900.

(Vol. xxm)
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Jnia-in;.t:v.. liicratii,-. Hui a .atli-lir-nimdod roa.UT ought
in U- ahlf tu ..njoy rumantic as uvll r.s realistic fiction, aii.l in
roiiiancr the cx.-^'ptinnal <-liara.t.T .nu>t plav a part, (.'ranted
these pustulates, it ,s easy to detVnd I5aizac-s eoneeption of
\autnii. 'I'li,. eriuunal , 'a>.M.s are at uar uitl. soeietv, and
would if banded ton„,h,.r po^.^ss -reat p(,\vers for evil.' Very
able men have, for one eaus<. or anoihcr. l)ee..ni.' eriniinals.
An e.xeeptionally ablo eriniinal nii-lit pere, ivo th,. utility
from his own point .,f vi.^u-. nf banding' the various ^r,.onps of
crnniiials, an.l nii-ht has,^ th.. ^^.^ius to suoeeed in eonsolidat-
111- their ii,ten.>ts. Su.h a njau ini-ht well cop,, with the
pohce on an e.piai footin,;.'— nii^dit make himself a Bi>marek
or a Fre.]eri<k the (^reat of the eonviets and the utu.mlined
cnniinals. might, in other words, beeonie a .lae.pies Collin.
He wotihl either fail or make a eomju-omise in the on<l. as
Balzae foresaw—but at least h.. wouhl b,. a most interesting
liero. And his eareer would contain a moral lesson, for wha't
might he not have acconij)hVhed if }n> l,a,l used his powcr.-^ for
good ?

\'autrin, then, is the criminal hero made hirge and com-
manding through Bal/ac-s genius. In the "Vicaire dcs Ar-
dennes" and '\\rgow le Pirate" -ve have the same character
in germ, but one iias only to compare the pirate-banker and
his rodoutable lieutenant with \autrin and his aunt in order
to sec the difference betu.rn '-Splen.leurs ct .Miseiv-s-' and a
mere sensational romance.

Objection may be made also to l^stlier—the idealized cour-
tesan, just as Vautrin is the idealized criminal, with the dif-
ference, however, that Esther's puri)oses ar- good and Vau-
trin's mainly ba.l. Yet. after all, the .Magd len idea is a mov-
ing and partly noble one. and Balzac has .succeeded in making
Esther a patlietieally attractive character bv empha^sizing one
of thos(? genuin.. pas.ions women of her class are known to
experience. That Eucien is not worthy of this passion does

(Vol. XXIII)



INTRODL'(TIOX „
not invalidato Balzac's psvfholojry. His hcauty and gontlc-
iic.-s would naturally appeal to Hstli.r, just as his pliant will

Jiiailo him a lit subject for \'autrin's fjmit expcriniciit. Nor
is this experiment an unnatural one. since a similar one is

made whcnevur a child is adopted {('f. also "I'eie (ioriof
and "Les Marana.") As for (he daini that "Splendeurs et
Miseres" sull'ers because Lueieii is so we:ik a bero, it may be
answered that he is no more the irue liero of tiie book than
Adam is of "l»aradi>e Lost." \'autrin is Balzac's Satan and
Hsther is his Eve, and. when criticism has had its say, we fall

hack upon the incontrovertible fact that Balzac has made
these two charactiTs central liirurcs in intri<,nies that are in-
tensely interest in..'—perhaps as interest ini: as are to be found
in the whole ran^'e of prose iiction. He has also displayed
remarkable skill in utilizinif as suijordinate jiersonai^'es a very
large nundjer of characters drawn from the most important
groups of the "Comedy." Through Lucien we are brought
into relaticms with the Grandlieus and their exclusive set,

with the dandies, and witii the Journalists. Through Jacques
Collm we make aequaintance with J'rudcnce Servien, I'ac-

(ard and other criminals only less strong and astute than
their remarkable chief. Through Xueingen and his senile
passion we become interesteil in the thre.' great detectives
and their method.s. We hold our breath a> "the combat deep-
en-^." We shudder at the fate that befalls i,ydie and Esther,
I'eyrade and Contenson. We confess at the end of the ..lecond

part that no author has done more than Balzac to prove that
evil ways lead to the retribution described in tlie third part.

It is needless to comment at length upon the merit of
-pecial scenes and passages. From the opening pages dcserip-
live of the Opera we feel that we are in the master's hands
ind that he can do with us what he will—that he can take us
lo the convent where Esthi>r tries vainly to overcome the
'I feet s of heredity and environment; that he can lead us

(Vol XXIII)
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lhr()ii>,'li the (lark Parisiiin strocts ami byways that he de-
scrilics s-o poucrrnlly— iliat Iir .an make us expt'rifiici' soiiic-

ihtU'^ uf the love lie altribiiUs tn ixH-ts—that ht' has the power
to traii>i)(irt ii- at will from a coiirtcsair.s "hanging of tlie

crane" to the ollice in wliieh M. ('amuH)t dc Marville deploys
all his aslulenos aL'aiiist the most formiduhle adversary that

judge of insi iiiiioM ever eneonnterecl. 'I'he scene just men-
tioned is one uf the iiest in the -Comedy"— indeed, the whole
third jiart not merely proves P)alxae"s knowledge of criminal
procedure and hi-; power to muki. interesting what another
novelist would almost inevitahly make dry. hut also shows
what a wonderful control over himself llie gn-at writer must
have po<<e>se(l in his last years. It was written in the midst
of physical pain and mental distress—yet it is as powerful
and as well articulated as though it had been a creation of his

I)rime. Certainly whatever else we may siv of "Splendeurs
et Miseres," it is a novel of astonishing vigor.

W. r. TUENT.

(Vol. xxnt)



SCENES FROM A COURTESAN'S LIFE

To //is //iijhncfis

/'nncc Alfonso Sini/ino <li /'orvia.

Allow ,n.> to pla..,. .v.,,,,- ,„>„.. at tl,.. lH.,nni.i„« of „n .sson-
tially Parisian work. tl.oMdM out i„ .vo„r ho„s.. .Inri,,^^ tln-s.. htt.T
'lays. I., it not nat.nal tl.at I s|„,„m „nVr you t.l... tiow.Ts of
'""""'• •"••" '""•^^"""-1 i" .v..nrj:a, wat.-.v,! witl, ,1... r.^n-tH
I suff..n.,| iron, i.oin,.-si,.kn..ss. whin, you so ,tl„.,l. as I wandrnxl
","''"' '"" ""^'•'""' ^^''<-'- <•'--'- .v.nin,l,.,l UH. of tl,o Cl.anms.
Kly^fesy Thu... p,.r,.|..an,.o. n,ay I .xpiat. ,1h> erinu> of having
'lr.'a>m..l of Paris n„,ior tl.. shallow of tl... I.uon.o, «f having
•'.".'.-I for our tnu.My sttvH.s on tho clean a„„ .i.-.^ant Hag.stones
<>. Porta-K,.nza. Whon 1 hav. son.. Look to „„l,lisl. whi.-h n.ay
'" 'l.'-li..at...l to a .MiIan..so lu.l,-. , ,,,.11 ,,av.. tho happiness of
limhng uatnes al.va.ly .l.ar to your ol.l Italian ro.nancvrs among
those of women whom we love, an.l to who.se memorj- I would
I>eg you to recall your sincerely aft'.M'tlonato

July 1838.
^^ Balzac.

ESTHER IIAPPV; OR, HOW A COURTESAX CAN LOVE

I.v 1824, at the Ia>t opera ball of tlie season, several nia^k.uen> struck by the beauty of a youth who was wanderiiur
.;i'")ut the passages and greenroom with the air of a man
•'> .search of a woman kept at liome In- unevpecied
-reumstances. The secret of this behavior/nou- dilatorv
•'n.l again hurried, is known onlv to „M women and to••"•""" I'.xpeneneed loungers. In tliis immen.^:.. assembiv the•rowd does not trouble itself much to wateh the crowd/each

(1)



A COrUTKS.WS \,\['K

one's intcrost is imiiassiunt'il. and rvcn idlers arc pre-

occupied.

The yuimtr ilandy was so niiieh absorbed in Iiis anxious

quest tlial lie did not observe liis own success; he did not

hear, lie did not see the ironical evclaiiiations of admiration,

the jzenuine appreciation, the hitin^' ^ihes, the .soft invita-

tions (d' >oiiu' of the Mia^ks. 'l'iiou;rli lie was so handsome
us to rank anioni: tlio>e exceptional persons who conic to

an opera hall in >carch of an adventure, and who e.xpect it

as eonlidcnily as men looked for a lucky cnui) at roulette

in Frascati's day, he seemed (piitc philosopliicaliy sure of his

evenin;:; he must he the hero of one of those my>t<'ries with

three actors which constitute an <ipiTa hall, and are known
only to those who play a part in them ; for, to youn;.' wives who
conu' merely to say, "I have seen it," to country people,

to inex)ierience(I youths, and to foreiurtiers, the opera house

must on those nijzhts he the palace of fatigue and dulness.

To these, that hiack swarm, .-low and serried—comin<r, going,

windini:. turninir, returnim:. mounting, descending, com-

parahlo only to ants on a pile of wood—is no more intelligible

than the P.ourse to a Unton pea-ant who has never heard of

the (Jran'l lirrc

With a few rare exceptions, men wear no masks in Paris;

a man in a domino is tliouirlii ridiculous. In this the spirit

of the nation betrays itself. .Men who want to hide their

good fortune can ( iijoy the opera ball without going there;

and masks who are ali>olntely lompelled to go in come out

again at once. One (d" the mo,-t amusing scenes is the crush

at the doors produced as soon as the daiu-ing begins, by the

rush of per.-oiis getting auay and struggling with those who
are j)usliing in. So the men who wear masks are either jeal-

ous husbands who come to watch their wives, or husbands
on the loosi' who do not wish to be watched by them—two
situations e(pially ridiculous.

Xow, o,ir young man was followed, though he knew it

not, hy a man in a mask, dogging his steps, short and stout,

with a rolling gait, like a barrel. To every one familiar with
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the opera this (lis<.'uiso l.riniy.d ji stock-hroktT. a l.ankcr. a
lawuT, sonic citizin sfuil suspicious of iiifiilditv. F<ir in
fait, in rrally lii<;li socictv, .10 one (•ourt> such huniiliatiii>,r
pniofs. Several masks had hiuf,'hc(l as th.-y pointed this prt^
j.osicrous fijrure out to each other: some had spoken to liini,

.1 Uw younj: men had tnade ;,ranie of liini. hut his stolid man-
ner <ho\v.d entire contempt for the<e aimh'ss shafts; he went
on whither the youn^ man U-d him, as a hunted wihl hoar
?xo<s on and {lays no heed to the hiilKts whistHnix al.out his
carv or the do<xs barkiri>r at his heels.

Thoujrh at first si;:ht pleasure and anxietv wear the samp
livery—the TK.hle hlack robe of Venici-—and thoujrh all is

(onfii-ion at an opera hall, the various cinle-: (omf)osin^'
Parisian society meet there. recoo;nizo, and watch each other!
There an- certain ideas so clear to the initiated that this
scrawl.d medley of interests is as le^'ihl,. to them as any
amusing' novel. So. to tlie>e old hands, this man could not
he here l.y appointment

; he would infallihiv have worn some
token, red, whit... or <:reen, such as notifies a happv meeting
previously a<:rced on. Was it a case of revenfie:--

Seemi,' the domino following' so closely in 'the wake of a
man apparently happy in an assi^r„ation,'some of the ^'azers
looked a^rain at the liand>ome face, on which anticipation
had set Its divine halo. The youth was interestinj,'; the
lonner he wandered, the more euriosity he excited. Kverv-
thin-r about him proelaimed the habits of refined life fn
••l"<li"nc.- to a fatal law of the time we live in, there is not
T.iucli (iiHerenc... physical or moral, between the most ele<'ant
i'lid best bred son of a duke and peer and this attractive youth
'•^ii"in poverty had not lon^^ since held in its iron -rii) in the
l.eart of J'aris. Bea-ity and youth mij^lit cover in him deep
!-iilts. as in many a younjr man who loners to phiv a part in
.

ans without havin^^ the capital to support his pretensions
who, day after day, risks all to win all, bv sacrifioinff to

^
j:od who has most votaries in this rovaj citv, namely,

'"«'. At the same lime, his dress and manners were
ai-ve reproach; he trod the chi^sic tioor of the opera house

the
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as one arcustonio.l iIktc. Wh.. can Imvc failed to ob-orv(
that tlicrc. a-< in v\,r\ zoiw in I'ari-, then' i- ii rnaiuicr o
Ix-iri- wi.i<h shows who voii arc, what you arc (loiiif:, whona
you rotuf. and what you want?

"Wliat a hand.-onic vo-in^ fellow; and here we may turr
round to look at hiin." said a mask, in whom accustomeii
oyes reeo^Miized a lady of poMtion.

"[)o not you reniend.er him?" repli.^d the nian on whosf
arm she was Ieanin^^ "Madame du Chrttelei introd;i(,.d him
to you "

"What, is that the a|>oihi'ear\ 's son she faneiei] luTseK
in love with, who heeanie u journalist, Mademoiselle Corulie'd
lover ?"

"I fancied he had fallen too low ever to pull himself up
a^'am. and J cantx.t understand how he can show himself
again in the world of I'aris." said Com' Six'e du '.'hatelot.
"He has the air of a prince." the mask we?it on, "and it is

not the actress he lived with who could pive it him. My
cousin, who understood him. could not lick him into shape.
I should like to know the mistress of this Sargine; tell me
something about him that will enable me to mystify him."

This couple. whis].erinfr as they watched tlie vimnij man,
became the object of study to the sciuare-shoukkTed domino.'
"Dear .Monsieur Chardon." said the I'refet of the Charente^

taking the dandy's hand, "allow me to introduce you to some
one who wisiies to renew acipiaintance with vou^ "

"Dear Comtc Chalelct." replied tin- youmr man. "that lady
taught me how ridiculous was the name by which vou address
mo. A patent from the king has restored to me that of my
mother's family—the Hubeuipres. .Although the fact has
been announcc.l in the papers, it relates to so unimportant
a person that I need not blu>h to recall it to mv friends, my
enemies, and those who are neither You may class
yourself whore you will, but I ;un sure you will not" disap-
prove n( a stej) to whieli 1 was advised "bv vour wife when
she was still only Madame de Rargeton."

This neat retort, whieh made the Marquise smile, gave
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|li" I'rrfH ..r U Clinn,,!.. ;. .htv-h,, ,.|„||. "You nmv t.ll

'in/> III nil ii iiifadiuv nrt."
••|{;i<rHi;r ar;.'.'nt," (cIummI CliAl.'li't.

-MrnhMM. la Mani.n.M. u,l| ,.,,,!,, „ ,.. you. if vou .lo notkMuw «|,. that oM,.„at ixilittl.. lM.,t,.rthan Hu. ..|,aml,..r-
^HM, k,.. an.l l,„p,.nal ^,.1,1 |„.,.s uhi.l, v„„ |,,ap „„ ,„„,,

I.; th. ,n.a, .l...pa,r of Ma,lai„.. (•l,a,..|.i. „.. Nc..n.p..|,ss;
'1 K'panl. ^al<| Lun.ii .jnicklv.

•••^;';'- vou n...op„x.. ,„.., I .:,nnot puzxh.you; and I ...uld

' l--l'"nl. .ma/..d a, ,1,.. ,.ool„.s. an.l .„>p..rt.m.m... ,n whuh
""',""" l""l n.-<.n wl„„„ .1,,. ha.l furnMrlv .l.-spi^.-d

•Ii'">i ''How MM-, M.ada.nr, ,„ p,...,rv,. my „„|- .-hamr of;-;M;vm^ vuu,. ,h,.„.h,s l,y n,,,,,,,,,,. iM'tha,'u,v.,.riousIn r • .";"' "" ^"'''"
"' " '""" -•'" •'- ""t

^vifli In n-k assured liappiiii-s.

-I .nn-rnmilatc you on your ,.han-rd fortum .id the
< "Hit.' du Cliatrlct to Lu(i..n.

"' ''''^" " ''^ >""' ""'''• "." ••'plird Luci.n. iKHvin.' with

"Uhai a .,.x,.oml,:- .aid tl„. (-„„„t in an undertune loAI-l;m,.. d K.pard. -il. has .uc.c.c....k.d in w.nn.n. an Z
"Will. il,r<r y.,un,tr Uirn surh roxconihrv. vv. ,n it is ad-n-M^.

... .d,no.t. always iuMdu. .ouu. su.^^^^^

ortunc. And I sh„ul.l ;.ry nuu-h like to know whi,.h of
..y prand iady IVu.nds ha. taken this hno hird under h
'.•'(rona.as then 1 ,„„..., n,,,! ,i„ ,„,„^, ^j auui.ue n v 1
.s evernn,. My tieket, anonynun.ly sent, is no ih t

..>.i...d planned hy a rival and havin,^ son.othin. to do
•' l"s young n.an. ll.s in.pertinenco us to order; kx..p

'.rrn. ^ „u will be able to lind nie a-^ain
"

-J.-^l as Ma.Ian.e .rKspar.i was ah.'.nt to addnss her cousin
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"Lucien loves you; lie wrote the note. Your Prefet is

his greatest foe; how can he ^^peak in his presence?"
The stranj^aT moved oil', h-aving Madame d'JOspard a prey

to a double surprise. Tlie Marquise knew no one in the
world who was capable of p!ayin<i: the part assumed by this
mask

;
she suspected a snare, and went to sit down out of

si^dit. 'I'he. Comic Sixtc du Chatclet—whom Lucien had
abridged of his ambit ioii> dii with an emphasis that betraved
lon^' inc(lil;itcd rcvcM-c— followed the handsome dandy, and
procntly im i a young man to wliom lie thought he' could
speak without reserve.

"Well. K'astignac. have you seen Lucien? lie has come
out in a new skin."

It 1 were half as good looking as lie is, I .should be twice
as rich.'" icplicd the tine gentlctnan, in a light but meaning
tone, cxprc-sivc of keen raillerv.

".Nol said the fat mask in his ear. repaying a thousand
ironies in one by the accent he lent the monosyllable.

Ha-tignac, who was not the man to swallow an affront,
.stood as if struck by lightning, and alloweil himself to be
led into a recess by a gras]) of in^n wl;ich he could not
shake olf.

"Vou young cockerel, hatched in Mother Vau(|uer"s coop
—you. who.-e heart failed you to clutch old Taillefer's mill-
ions when t];e hardest part (d" the business was done—let

me lell you. for your personal safety, thai if you do not treat
Lucien like the brother you love, yiui are in our power, while
we are no, in yours. .Silence and su!)mission ! or I shall
join vonr game and up^et the skittles. Lucien de Rubempre
is under the protection of the strongest ])ower of the day
--the Church. Choose between life and death.—Answer."

K'astignac felt giddy, like a man who has slept in a forest
and wakes to >ce by his side a rami>hiiig lioness. He was
frightened, and there was no" one to see him; the boldest
men yield to fear "iider -iich circumstaiico.

"No one but he can kuow—or would dare " he mur-
nnired to himself.
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"Act iis if I were /<(," he <iiicl

l^istij^na. tlK.u actnl like a millionaire on th- highroad« .-I
.

I.n,.,n, s p.Mol at Ins lu.,,! ; h. .urn.n,l..n.,l
"

-My -Icar (uuni." s.id 1,, to ,lu Chaiel.t. ,o whom heP'-.n.ly n.,nnn.l, ^H y.u .uv f^r vour ,,o,UH,n
i

'
n. L.H.u.n d.. in,U.n,j,r^ as a n.u, whom ^UMv I u.l.h,,.' a ],hRx. iar ahov. that NviuTc vou" stand

" ^

andt.ro^:rt.;;';.:;?;:2:f'^^---'^^''pp-'--^
My dear hll„u-, you have changed vour opinion of hnn

-\> >Md, ,.nly as men .-han^e who h.lon.r to tho vnnvl uu]

'f
^^"''

• ^' ^'f^htr replied IJasti.^nae to the J'refet nttliose vote ha( for •! r..vv- ,!•,, r i i

"q>ute,
.. \„ /, ,

.^
'' ''''^ '"'^'' I" support th.' MinistryAre there s.eh th.n.^s as opinions nowa h.vs ^ Th-r- IIonlv uH..ests, N.,.sorve<i d,.s ,.p...Hx. .ho 1.^^^

Uliat IS the ease m point
'-"

.1 " s;..:';;;;;.^;;;:'
"^ -'-'i"->-v' -i^ ^u chateh. to

"My .lear rount." n.pli.d do, Luf.eauLx verv .erioush-I.-nsH.ur de Huhen.j.re is a voun. num of the hiida
"

n n
'

in j;r,:f
"•'''' '"'^'"^^ '*'- '-^ that I si;oui, r^iiJiUd to renen -ny aerjuaintanee with him"

'""" st..-k of their ies T -""tl''"'"" >"ad,. ,.o,n-
> 01 til ir,lest,-, their remarks, and thrir -ean.ial frv

kind ,..i. ; a '"i^'. :;:";::: ;:- ™'"^'-« "*n.in,

M
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"Hallo ! Liirion, iny hoy, why here we arc patched up
sigtiin—new ^Inirmt,' aiul a new cover. Wliere iiave we come
from? Have we inouiited the hi;;h horse oiieo more with

little ofTerini,'?; from Florine's Ijoudoir? Bravo, old chap I"'

and liloiidet releast'd |-"iiiot to ])ut his arm aifeetionately

round I,mien and prer^i^ him to his heart.

AmliM he I'inot was the proprietor of a review on v;hich

Lurien liad worked for almost nolhini:, and to whieh Blondot

gave the l.rni'lit nf his eollahoratioii, of the wisdom of his

suj:<re>tir.ns and the depth of his views. Finot and Blondot

cniliodiid Bert rand and Batmi. with this diO'erenee—that

la Fontaine's cat at hist .-hdwcd that he knew himself to ho

duped, while Blondct. thoii.i.di he knew that he was being

ileeeed, .--till did all he couM for Finot. This brilliant ron-

ilotlicrc of the pen was, in fact, long to remain a ~lave. Finot

hid a brutal stri'iigth of will under a heavy » Aierior, under

the druw.-ini'ss of im|icrtini'nt >',u|)idity. with a -u])erlleial

polish of wit, as a lahurer rubs his biH'ad with garlic. He
knew how to garner what he gleaned, ideas and erown-pioees

alike, in the field.^ of the dissolute life led by men engaged

in Utters or in politics.

Jilnndet. for his >ins, had ])laced his powers at the service

of Finot's vices ami idleness. Always at war with necessity,

he was one "f the race of ]i(iverty-.-tiv.ken ar.d sujierior men
who can do everything for the fnrtune of otliers and nothing

for their own, Aladdins who let other men borrow their

lamp, 'i'hese ".\celleiit advisers have a clear and penetrating

judgment >o long as it is nut ilistracted by personal iitterest.

In them it is ;he head and not the arm that acts. Hence

the loiiseiH'ss of their morality, and hcm-c the reproach heaped

upon them b\ inferior minds. Blondct would share his purse

with a comradi.' he had atl'ronled the day itefore; he would

dine, drink, ami she]) with oiu' whom '.le would diMiiolish

on the morrow. His amusing paridoxc- excused everything.

Accepting the whole world as a jcsl, he ilid not want to be

taken s('liou^ly ; Miung. bcioxcd, almost famous and con-

tented, hr (lul not devote himself, like Finot, to actpiiring the

fortune an old man needs.
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l\w most (lidicuit lorn, of .ourago, perhaps, is that whichLnnrn nmi..! at th,. ni.,„„.„t tc ^^t rid of Blond.t a. iic-
l'a<l .|u>t -ot ri.l of Ma.lanir .ri-spard and ChalHet. Jn hin.
'"";"-'"7'";'.v- Ihe juv- of vanity hu,d..ml th. .x.rci.e ofpnd..-tl„. l,aH>, iH.yoiui doubt, of ,nanv -^rat thiirr. His
v-iiiity had lnu,n,,h,.d ,n tl,. pn.vious'uuountc.r ;'~ho had^h,nvn ,u,M.t as a nH, .nan. happy and scornful, to tu-o p,.r-- > >

o had scorn.dhnn uh.n he was poor and wrotcLd.
'•" '"'" '"''I'l " V'>-^- lilvr an oh! dipioniatc. run the .rannth't
^-' ' '-'-''-^vlc.l fnVnds. who Innl wch.onH.d hinnn" ! V

>t. Hlond.t. and h. had <,rovH.,l to^.thcr: thcv had
a u.d^m^

"";>• if^' ^oHMTs who (Ind no n.ark.t for their eowra<^oLue,..n had j,M done what unr^ „,en do in Paris- h/.^d
J-t.

au-tner eompronused h,s
. ,.araeter hv shakin;, F.not'hand, and n^it r^jrctm- IJlondet's atfeetion

.^ ludei the ,,a,nlu necessity of hown,. to n.en h,. despises

t m- 1,..
'' '"";'"*^^ "7'' "* --"^ <'vil done, and passing

• '""''' 1""^^ nni tho soul, eonsiantiv stain.,! hv sl,a„„>!
^' "; I-;iH'.uai con,pronn-se, sinks lower, the sprin

"
of

.1. . ,,,h,s,rows rusty, th.. hin.es of fannliaruvC^

" ".> h.K. tlH.u- hrnmess, talents are pervert..!, faiih in -^rea— i-->pora,es. The n.an .ho yearned to h. p,..,;:;"
'"> ^u,rk ua>t..s hunself in rubl.ishv artiel.s whu-h iu
;;;'-- -.ards, sooner or later, as Von

I' H.Hied, hke Luusteau or W.rnou. to Uv a ,.var writer-" HHls hHns,.|fu feehle scrivener. Jl.nee u is imp , h J
|.

honor ,00 highly nu., who., diaract..- stand< ad!
;;;;;

'^'l-t-men like d-Arthez, who know how to taKri!
J<" t^'i across tlu. reefs of litrrarv life

i^ncun c-ould make no reply u, Blonde. ".^ tlatterv ; In. wit
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had ;in irresistible charm for liiiii, aiul 1k' maintains 1 th(

hold of the corraptcr over his i)upil; lirsidcs, he held a posi-

tion in tlie world through his connection with the Comtessc

de Montcornet.

"Has an uncle left you a fortune?" said Finot, laugliim

at him.

"I. ike vou. I have marked ^ome fools for cutting down."

replied Lucien in the same tone.

"Then :\Ionsieur has a revii-w—a ncw>paper of his own?'

Andoche Finot retorted, with the impertinent presumptioi

of a chief to a siil)ordinate.

"J have something better," replied Lucien, whose vanitv

nettled by the assumed superiority oi .lis editor, restorei

him to the sense of his new po.-ition.

"What is that, my dear boy?"

''I have a party."

"There is a Lucien party?" said Vernon, smiling.

"Finot, the boy has left you in the lurch; I told you h

would. Lucien is a clever fellow, and you never were respecl

ful to him. You used him as a hack. Kepent, blockhead!

said Blondet.

Bloudct, as sharp as a needle, could detect more than or

secret in Lucien's air and manner; while stroking liim dowi

he contrived to tighten the curb. He meant to know tl

reasons of Lucien's return to I'aris, his projects, and h

means of living.

•')n your knees to a siiperiority you can never attain t

albeit you are Finot !" he went on. "Admit this gentlema

forlhw'itli to be one of the great men to whom the futu:

belongs; he is (;ne of us I So witty and so handsome, can I

fail to succeed by your iniibusciiinijiie i-iis.' Here he stand

in his good .Milan armor, hi? ?lrong sword half unsheathe

and his peiinon living 1

—

l!le.-> me. Lucien. where did y(

^tt.•al that >ni;irl uai.-ien;n? Love alone can tind such sti:

as that. Have you an address? At this moment I a

anxious to know where my friends are domiciled ; 1 don't knc

where to sleep 'mot lias tinned ii>' out of doors for t

niglit, under the vulgar pretext of "a la.._» in the ease.'
"
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"My boy," said Luckii, "1 put niio praclicf a nioW> l>v
which you may .ocur,. a .luu.i litV: Fu^r, late, tan: 1 a.u

"But I am not off till you pay mo a saerod debt—that
little ^upper. you kiiou-. huh?- .<ai.i BI.„uK.t, who was rallur
<.o much -ivni to ^^khI cJiccr, an.l g.,t him>..ir treated when
he was out of funds.

-What supper?" asked Luden, with a little stamp of im-
patience. '

"Vou don-t rememb.'r? hi that I recogmze mv pros-
perous triend

; he has lost his nuTuory " '

-n. knows what he owes us; J will ^-o hail for his good
heart, said I'lnot. takin- up B.londet's j.,ke.

"Kastignac." said Bl„ndet. takin- the vouni: dandy Itv thearm as he came up the ro.>m to the column where thV ~o-
called t^end^ were standln.^ -There is a suj.per in the wind

;3ou will ,o„i us-unless," he added gravelv. turning to
i.ucien, -Monsieu ^,er,usts in ignoring a'debl uf honor, lie

'•-Monsieur <le Hul.empre is incapable of such a thin-- I

nf^
'"'"7

I'"",

'"'"• -"^' Ha^tignac, who never dre^uned
ot a practical joke.

"And there is iiixi,,,,. lu. ,vill come too," cried Hlondet •

there i.. „o tun wdhout him. \V„ho„t him .hampairne clovs
rny

J;;;^-'-

and
1 hnd everything mnpid, even the pepper

tl .ondcT ot the day. („„• dear L.u.ien has revived .he

innrfTn'' ''";' .'^-f - ^'- ^-'—1 to turn intorange ^egetables and otlu.- things to seduce the ladies, ho
>- UHKHl the rhardon (the Thistle) imo a gentleman to-vtch-whoni? Charies X. !-Mv dear Ik.v." ho went on
;•

'

ng Lu.i.n by his coa, button, '"a ,ournalist wl
"

i^S
t!

• u. gc.ntleman .leserves rough music. In their placl
"

-.d
,,. nierciless jest.T. as ho ^ uA..\ to Finn, and A^no;,,

I >t,ouu take vou up ,n my society paper; you would bringm a hundred francs for ten columns of fun."
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"Jlixiuu," said IMniaki, 'Mn Aiiipliilrynn is sacml for

Iwi'iitv-toiu- liMurs lirini-c ilir irdA aiid tui'lvc !iuur« al'lLT.

Our iiluMii"ii> I'rii'iitl i< LMvin,:: u- a -U|iinT."

"Wlial liifii!" rv\<d l>i\i"ii; •what is more iiiipcrativi'

tliaii till' (liilv of ^aMiiLT a -r( at iiaiiic Iroiii oliliviou. of eii-

dowui.LT ihf "itHli-cnl an~t..<ia(\ willi a man of taU'iil ^

1. licit II. veil cnjnv till' c-ttiin if tin- prt'.~s of w liich you were

a (li^llll-ui-ll(d' nriiaiiiriil, aial we will uivc you our support.

— Fiuot. a para,i:rapli iii i!if 'lal. -t il-ni.~" !- -['.Iniidci, a iittlo

Lultor uu tlio foiirtii pa-t' of \< r papor!—Wo must advertise

tho appearaiuc "f tlio ti!:i-t I k <-f llio a,L't'. rArrlnr dc

CItarh's /.v..' Wf will app-al [n Dauriat to briu^' out as soon

lis po-sililc lis Munjiu ritis, tln'.-o divine -(.nnots hy the Freneh

IVtrarih: \Vc \\\\\A earry n;ir friend throuirh on the shield

of staiuiH'd paper hy wliidi reputations are made and un-

made."

"If vou waid a supper." sanI l.iu'ien to Blondet. hopinjz to

rid hiinsi'lf of this nmh. which threatened to iiU'rea>e. "it

.seems \n me that ymi uecil ni>t i.^rk up hyperhnU- and parable

to attack an did friend a> li '.le were a boohy. To-niorrow

nij:ht at I-uiniierV
"" he cneil, seeing; a woman come by,

whnm hi' ru>hed to neei.

"Oh! oh: nil!"" >aid llixinu on three notes, with a inockin<^

idanee. and -eeiiiin.2- to recuLiiii/e tlie le i-k to whom Lucien

addressed himsi'lf. "Tiii^ needs eoniirmation."'

He f(illow((l the hiind-nnie pair, i;ui pa>t them, examined

them keenly, and came hack, to the ,LM-eat satisfaction of all

the envious crowd, who were ea,i.H'r to learn the source of

Lucien"- chaiiiiH- ef furtune.

"i-'rieinl-^."' said lii.xiou, "\ou have lon.i!; known the iroddess

of the Sire di' l!ubempre"s furtune: She is des Lupeaulx's

former "rat."
"'"

A form of dis-ipation. now lorirotten. hut still customary

at the he^inniiiu- nf this century, was the keeitin,^: of "rats."'

•pin. >-,-al"'—a -laiiL' word that has become old-fashioned—was

a j:irl of ten or twelve in the chorus of some thealre, more

partictdarlv at the o[)era. who wa> trained by youn;: rouis to
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viiv ami infiiiny. A "nit" was a sort of domon paf,'(\ a toni-

boy who was I'or-^nvcn a link if it were hut funny. 'I'lu' "rat"

inijiht take wiiat she pIcaK'd ; slio was to he walclifd like

a (laii<;(Tous anitnal, and siic brought an olcniont of liveliness

into life, like Scapin, Spinareil(>, and Frontin in old-fashioned

eonicdv. Hut a "rat" was too expensive; it made no return

m ho/ior, profit, or pleasure; the fashion of rats so completely

went out, that in these days few people know anything of \h\r

detail of fasliionahle life before the Jfestoration till certain

writers took up the "rat" as a new subject.

"Wiiat I after having seen ("oralie killed under him, Lucien

means to rob us of La 'rorpille?" 'the torpedo fish) said

Blondet.

As he heard the name the brawny mask gave a signi-

ficant start, which, though re})ressed, was understood by

Kastignae.

''It is out of the (piestion," n^plied Finot ; "La Torpille has

not a sou to give away; Nathan tolls me she borrowed a

thousand francs of Florine."'

"Come, gi'nlli>men. gentlemen!" said Kasiignac, an.xious

to defend Lmien against so odious au imputation.

"Well." cried N'erTiou, "is Coralio's kept imm likely to be

so very particular!'"

"Oh I" replied Jiixiou, "those thousand francs prove to me
that (Uir friend Lucien lives with La Torpille

"

"What an irre|iaral)le lo.-s to literature, science, art, and

politics I" exclaimed lilon.iet. "La Torpille is the only com-

mon prostitute in whom 1 ever found the stull' for a superior

courtesan; she has not been spoiled by education—she can

neither nad iu)r write, she would have understood us. We
might have given to our era one of those nuigniticcnt Aspasias

without whirh there can be no golden age. See how aduiira-

bly Madame du liarry was suited to the eighteenth century,

Ninon de I'lOnclos to the seventeenth, .\larion I)elorn\e to tlie

sixteenth. Imperia to the fifteenth. Flora to Kt'publican Koine,

whii !i shv made her heir, and which paid off the public debt

with her fortune I What would Horace be without J..ydia,
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Tibiillu> without T>lia. Catullus uithout Loshia, ProiHTtHH

without rviitliia. Demetrius without Laiuia, who is his glory

at this ilav?"

"Hlondn talk-in;: of Demetrius in tho opera housp sooms

to lue ratiiertoostroii;:of the Ifrhnh:' said Hixiou in his neigh-

bor's ears.

"Anil where would tlie emi>ire of the Oirsars have been

but f(.r these (|ueens?"' Blondet went on; "T.ais and Hhodopc

are (.ireeee and Ku'vpt. 'PIh v all indeed ar.^ the poetry of

the ages in which they live.l. This poetry, whieh Napoleon

lacked—for the Widow n( his (inat Armv is a barraek jest,

was not wanting to the Kevolution; it had Maibune Tallien!

In these davs there is certainly a throne to let in France

which is for her who can till it. We among us could make

a queen. 1 should have Lnven i,;i 'Porpille an aimt. for her

mother is too decidedly dead on the field of dishonor; du

Tillet would have given her a niaiisi.)n. Lou>teau a carnage,

Eastignac her footnuti. iles Lupeaul.x a eook. Finot her hats"

— Finot could not -uppress a shrug at -'anding the point-

l)lank fire of this epigram—"Vernoa woidd have composed

lier advertisements, and liixiou her reiiarteesl Tho aristoc-

racy wo\dd have come to enjoy themselv(>.-, with our Ninon,

where we would have got artists together, under pain of death

by newspaper articles. Ninon the second would have been

magnificent Iv im]>ertinent. overwhelming in luxury. Sh.o

would have set up opinions. Some prohibite<l dramatic mas-

terpiece sho\dd have be. n read in her drawing-room; it should

have lieen written f>n ]iurpose if necessary. She would not

luive been lil)> ral a courtesan is es.-entially monaichical. Oh,

what a She (uiLdit to hav(^ einl)race<l her whole century,

and slie makes love with a little young man 1 Lueienwillmake

a s(U't of hunting-dog of her."

'None .d the female powers of whom you speak ever

trudged the streets," said Finot, "and that pretty little 'rat'

lia-s rullcd in ilie mire."

"Like a lily-seed in the soil." replied Vernor
,

"and she

has improved in it and llowered. Hence her superiority.
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she

Must wo not havo known cvcrvthin;; to Ix' alilo to croatc; the

laii;.'lit*'r niid joy uliicli arc part of ovorythin;,'':'"

'•He is rijzlit," said Ivoustcau. who liail liithiTto listoned

without spcakin;:; "La Torpille can hiiij,di and make othors

hniL'h. 'I'liat ^.mI'I of all ^Tcat writers and great actors is

proper to those who have invest ipited every social doej). At
ei;:hteeii that jrirl had already known the greatest wealth,

the niosl sijnalid Miisery-^nien of ev<'ry (h'gree. She hears

about iier a >ort of niagie wand hy wliith -he lets loose the

hrulal a}i[)etites so vehemently suppressed in men who still

have a heart while occupied with politics or science, literature

or art. There is not in i'aris another woman who can say

to the heast as she doe^ : 'Come out I' And the beast leaves

his lair and wallows in excesses. She feeds you up to the

chin, she iielps you to drink and smoko. In short, this

woman is the salt of which Rabelais writes, which, thrown
on matter, animates it and elevates it to the marvelous
realni- of art: lier rol)e displays nnimagined splendor, her
fingers drop gems as her lips shod smiles: she gives the spirit

of the occasion to every little thing; her chatter twinkles

with l»right snyings, she has the secret of the quaintest

onomatopo'ia. full of color, and giving color; she
"

"You are wasting five francs' worth of copy,'' said Bixiou,

interniptin r '..ousieau. "La 'I'orpille is something far better

than all ''.at; you have all been in love with her more or
less, not oiie of you can say that she ever was his mis+ress.

She can always command you; you will never command her.

You may forte your way in and ask her to do you a ser-

vice

'•Oh. she is more generous than a brigand cliief who knows
his business. and more devoted than the best of school-fellows,"

said Hlondet. "You i,iay trust her with your purse or your
secrets. But what made me choose her as (luecn is her Bour-
bon-like indifference for a fallen favorite."

''She, like her mother, is much too dear,'' said des Lupeaulz.
"Tlie handsome Dutch woman would have swallowed up the
income of the Archbishop of Toledo; she ate two notaries out
of house and home "'
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''And kept Mnxitnc ilc Traillrs when he wjis a oourt Jiagc,"

said ISixidU.

"i.a 'i'()r|iillc is too dear. n< ifapliai'l ua-. or ('arriiic. or

Ta^'lioiii. or LMwrfiicr, or Iconic, or any artist of ;,'i'iiiiis i-;

too dear," said lUoiidit.

"Iv-tlicr iic\ir inokcd -o llioroiiu'liiy a ladv,">aid lia>tii:iiac,

point i II ir to the masked liuiiro to \vlio?ii lanim had ^'iviMi

his arm. "I will hct on its liciii^' Miidamc dc Srri/v."

"Not a d'udit of it," (lied liii Chati'lct, "and Monsieur du
Hul)(iii[)rr",> fortune is accounted for."

"All, the Cliunli knou> how to choose its I.evites ; what
a sweet amlia-sador"s >ecrelarv he will make I" remarked dea

JiUpeaulx.

"All the more >o." i;a>ii;:na(' went on. "heeaus(> Lueien is

a really clever I'cllow. 'i'hese rrciitleirien have had proof nf

it more than once," and he turned to I'iondet, {'inot. and
I.iOusteau.

"Ve>, the hoy is cut out of the ri^'ht stulf to i.'ct on." said

Jjousteau, who was dyiiiLT of jcaloiisv. "And partieuhudv

becau.-e he has what we call independent idea.s . .
."'

"It is you who trained him." said X'ernou.

"Well," rejilied jlixiou. lookin,:,'- at de- Lupeaidx, "I trust

to the inem(uy of .Mon>ienr the Sccrctarv-deneral and Master
of .Appeals—that inaski.sLa Torpille.and Iwill stand a sujiper

on It."

"I will hold the stakes." said du Chatelet, curious to know
the truth.

"Come, (les laipeaul.x," said Finot, "try to identify vour
rut's ears."

"There is no need for commit I inu' the crime of treason

ai:ain.-t a m.isk." replied I'.ixiou. "La Torpille and i.ncien

mu>t pass u- a- ihex ;:o up the room a<rain. and 1 pledire mv-
self to )irove that it is she."

"So our friend I.ucieii has ciuni' ahove water once more."
said Nathan. jominL' the "rmup. •{ thouLrht he had irone

back to .\nL'"uniois for the rest of his (lay>^. Has he dis-

covered some secret to ruin the Enirlish?"
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"ilc li;is (lone wliat vou will not do in a hurry," retorted

I?:l-lll.'Ililr' : "lie hn< ]y,Ut\ Up."

Tile liiirly iiiii.-k nodded in ennfirnmtion.

"A iii;in who lias sown liis wild oats at his ape puts hiin-

-rlf (Hit lit' coiirt. lie lias no |ilii(k ; he jiiits money in the

t'liml-,"" ivjilii'd N'atlian.

"Oh, iliai ymiiiL'-ter will always he a fine fjentlenian, and
uill :ilua\s have such lofty notions as will place him far

• ih.i\c many men u ho think themselves his hetters," replied

i{a.-li::nac.

At this moment journalists, dandies, and idlers were all

examiniiiLr tlir liiarmin.i,'- subject of their lict a> luir.-e-dcalcrs

examine a lior.-c for sale, 'i'hc-e connoisscnirs. prown old in

familiarity with every form of I'arisian <lepravity, all men
of .superior talent each his own way, ci|iially corrupt, eipially

eorniptniij, all Lriveii over to iiiihridled ambition, aeeustnnied
to a.-.-uii;e iiMil to LMie-s cvcry t li 1 MiT. had their eyes eent(;red on
a ma.-ked woman, a woman whom no one el^e could ideiitifv.

'I'hey. and eeriain hahiliial freipLnlcrs id" the opera balls,

could aleiie reeouiiize under the loiijr ~hroud (>( the black
domino, the iinod ami fallinir mil' which make the wearer un-
rccoLniizahie. tile I'uunded form, the individuality of li>,Mire

and uail. liie sv.ay of the wai>l. the earria,Lre of the hi'ad

—

the mo^t iiiiaii-ihle trilles to ordinary eyes, but to them tiie

easiest, to di.-cern.

In spile of ihi- shapeless wrapper they could watch the

most a|ipealing of dramas, that of a woman inspired by a
^'cniiinc pa^r-ion. Were she La 'I'orpille. the Dudie.-se th;

Maiifriiineu.-e. or .Madame de Serizy. on the lowest or liighest

rum: of the so( ial ladder, tlii.s w(uiiaji was an e.\(|uiMite crea-
ture, a lla.-li from luipjiy dreams. These old youni: nu-n, like

tlie>e youii^' old ii.eii. fell so keen an emotion, that thev envied
1-ucien tii<' >iileii(iid privde;;!' of WDrkiii,:;- such a meiamorpho-
-i> of a woman into a i^oiKless. The mask was there as
liioULili >he had been alone with i.ucien ; for thai woman tlie

liioii-and other lur.Mui.-. did not exi.^t. nor the evil and dust-
iaueii atmosi)liere; no, she moved under the celestial vault
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of lorp. n« Rnplinol's Miulnnti;!-; midcr llii'ir slcndor oval plory.

Sho (lid not fir I lur-tH' (llmui'd; tlir tin' i>f Iht irlarirc shot

from llif iinli- III her mn-k iiml >aiik into Liicicirrt cyis; tho

thrill of her fraiiii' s.rmcd in aii.-wiT to every iiiovenierit of

her coMiiJaiiion. Whmi r cuine- lliis llaiiie lliat radiate- from

a uomaii in Ihm ainl di>tiiiL'iii>lie- her al>ove all others':'

Wlniice that >yl|ili-like liL'htiit«s which si'eiii:; to iieirative the

laws of i:ra\ itatii'ii ? Is the .-on! heeotne aiiiliieul'' lla.s

haj>pilie-s a [iliy-iiai tUlueiiee?

The iii;.'eiuion-iii-- ot" a L'itl. the irrai-es cd* a child woro

discerniiile under the doiiiino. 'I'lioui^h thev walked apart,

these iv.o l)ciii;rs siiL"^c-tiil the liLrnre- of Flora and Zephyr

as we >ee them t:r.iii]"il hy the clevcri-st sculptors; hut they

were hi'yond sen ipt lire, the ;rre,ilc-t of liie arts; l.ueieii and his

pretty doiiiiiio were iiiori' like tlie angels iiiisied witii tlowers

or hirds, which (iian IJcllini has placed heiieath the etlijries of

the N'irL'in Mother. Liicien and this L'lrl helon.ired to the

realm of fancy, which is as far ahove art as cause is above

eirect.

W'hi'ti the domino, forp'tful of everything:, was within a

yard of tlu' ^xroiip, Hixiou exclaimed:

"Ksthei
!"

The unhappy ^qrl turned her head ((uiekly at hearing her-

self called, re(oi:iiized the misi 'lievoiis sjieaker, and howd
her head like a ilyinj,' cfeatiire that has drawn its last hreath.

A sharp lauirh foilnwcd. and the ^n'oup of men melted

amonj: the crowd like a knot of fri^ditened field-rats whiskini:

into tlu'ir holes hy the roadside. K'astianae alone went no

further than was necessary, just to avoid making any show
of shunning iiUeien's Hashing eye. Jie eouhl thus note two

j)hases of distress equally deep though uneonfessed ; first, the

hapless Torpiilc, stricken as hy a lightning stroke, and then

the inscrulahle mask, the only one of the group who had
remained. Msilier murmured a word in Lucien's ear just as

her knees gavi' way. and Lueien. snpporting her, led her

away.

llastignac watched the pretty pair, lost in meditation.
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"irnw tiiil she ;;(t li.r iiaiiir -.I' La Torpille?" a.-kod a
f;lo(.iii_v Vdicc tliat struck to lii> \iiaU. for it watt iiu longer
«iis;niist'd.

••//< apiiii— lie Iiarf made liis I'scajif!" imittcred na.-iignuc
to liim^(ll'.

"He silent or I imirder voii." replicl tlie niiisik, elmnging
liis voice. "I am satisfied witli \.iii. you have kept your
w^Td. and lliere is more than one arm ready to serve "you.
litneeforth lie as silent as the j,'rave; hut, hefoVe that, answer
my (|uestion."

"Well, the f,'irl is such a witch that she eould hav.' imig-
nctizcd the Mmperor Napoleon; slie could inairnetize a nnin
more ilillicult tc. mlhience—-you yourself," replied IJastifrnae,
and he turned to go.

"One moment," said the mask: "I will prove to vou that
you have never seen me anywhere."
The speaker look his mask otF: for a moment Hastignac

iie-iiated. recognizing nothing of the hideou.s being he had
known formerly at Madame VaiKpier's.

" i'he devil Iuh enahled you to change in every particular,
excepting your eye.s, which it is impossil)I(> to forget," said he!
The iron hand gripped his arm to enjoin eternal secrecy.
At three in the morning des Lui)eaul.\ and Finot found

the elegant Uastignac on the same >pot, leaning against the
.;'lumn Wiuiv the terrible tiiask had left him. Ra>lignae
had confessed to himself; he had [..•n at one- priest "and
(lentieiit. culprit and judge. He allowed himself to be led
away to breakfast, and reached home pcri'ecllv tiusv but
taciturn. j f j^

The I{ue de Langlade and the adjacent streets are a blot
on th" I'alais I{oyal and ilie Hue de Kivoli. This portion
of one of the handsome.^t (piarters of I'aris will long retain
the stain of foulness left by the hillocks formed of the mid-
dens of old I'ans, on which mills formerlv stood. These
narrow street.,, dark and muddy, where siicii industries are
carried on as care little for appearances, wear at night an
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jisiK'ct of iiiv-tcrv fall ni (-(Jiitni-H. On cniuinir from lln

wclI-liLrhtcd iv-ions >>( ih" i.'iic S;iint-I loiiim'-. llir Itiic Xfiivc-

(]"s-l'.-lit-('iKiiii|ir-. iiikI till- li'iic (Ic li'ichclicii, uhcfc llie

crowd is coiNiimlly [hi-Miil;'. wln-rc L'iittcr tln' in;i.-Icr])icc;'s

of inilii.-liT, fii-liion. ;,ii(l .ii't, r\irv iii.ni tn wlmni I'nris hv
iii.f;lit is iiiikiiow II wniilii licl ii M'liM' (if (iri';i(| ;nHl nu'limcliolv.

on findiiiu' liiin-rif in ihc l;ilivriitlli of liiilc -ircit- whicli lie

round llmt hlizo of liLrlil rcllcilcil even from the >;kv. 1 tense

lil;icknc-s i> liirr. iiiMcml of \\n,,A.^ nf -:i-li'_'-ht : ;i dim oi]-

hinii) lure .-nid , linv -lied- its doidi! I'nl .-ini! stiiokv 'jlciim. Tiid

iniinv Mind ailrys ;irc not li-lited at all. foot jJMsscnu'ers

arc f( U-, and walk fi.-t. The .-hops arc -Init. the few that
fc o]i,'n are nf a -i|iial:d kind: a diri\. nidiuhied wine-hop,

: a scIliT of underelothiiiir and caii-de-('nlnirne. Ati un-
''' le-oine (liill la\- a clammy cloak n\er vour >honldcr.-.

i-c\\ carriaircs dri\c |.a,<t. Tiiere arc -inisicr ]daces hero,

especially the Ifiic de l.an-lade. the entrance to ihc I'a^saire

Sainl-(iiiillaiii}ie. and the iniaiin'i- of s.mie -ti-'t-.

'I'hc municipal council has not yet hei n able to pur^'c this

vast lazar-|iia( c. f;ir [iro-i itniion luno' >ince made it its head-
qiiarHTs. It is. perhaps, a .ltoihI thino; for I'aris that tlusc
alleys .-iioidd l.c allowed to pre-ei'\e their (ilthy aspect. Tass-
in<( throiiLdi them hy day. it is inijtossihle to imau'iiie .-.•hat

they hccoin" hy ni.-ht ; tliev are [>ervade(l by stranj^^e creatures
of no knoun \M.rld: white, half-naked fornw clinjr to the
walls— the darknos is alive. l',etw>'eii the passent.'er and
the wall a dre>s steals hy~a drc>s that moves and speaks;.

Half-open dein-s suddenly .-houl with lauLrhler. Words fall

on thi car ,-uch as Kahelais <p)eaks of as frozen and melting.
Snatches n( M.nL'- come up from the pavement. The noise
ib not \ai;ue: it means somethiiiii;. When it i> hoarse it is a
^""'': '"" li' It >ni:;iesls a soiii:. there is nothing human
about it, it i< more hkc a ( roak. Often vou hear a sharp
whistle, and then the tap of hoot-heels has a peculiarly aggres-
tiive and mockniL;- ring. This medley of things makes you
gidily. .\tinMspheric cnndiiioiis are rover.scd then.'—it is

warm in winter and ccul in summer.
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Still, whatever the weather, this stranf^e world always
wears the siiiie aspcrt ; it is the faiilastie vorld of Jlotrinaiin
of I'.erhii. The most niatlieinalieal df . k'rks never thinks of
It a- naj. ai'lrr retiiniiiiL'- thn.u-h the >traits that lead into
decent .streets, where there aiv passeiiucrs. shops. Mid taverns.
.Mn.lu-ii a(hni]ii.-iratinii, m- iiaidern |Kilicv, ••;;,:. ^<•(.irn''ul or
innir ..haiiicfaeed than the (|iifcns and kin : of j;;,^< .y^^^,^

lu, K.i,-('- dare l(i(,k hohllv in the face of tf •
: phiLTiic vd' ri.r

eaiiilal.-.^ ,Mea>iires, of course, iim.-i chan^i^e ntii th- times,
•""' -'"•'' •'- ''•'• "11 indivi.hials and on tlieir iihenv are a
tickhsh matter

:
>tllh \\r ou-rln. perhaps, to show some !)readth

"ii'l hohinc- :i. I,, iMMvIv material measure.—air, li^dit. and
eon^tniction. 'l'!ie moralist, il,e artist, and the .sa^e miminis-
tiator alike mii.-t iv-rel the old wooden -alleries of the
l'alai> li,,val, where the lami)^ were to he ..een who will always
I"' l'"iiid where liiere are loun-ers; an,l i. it m.t hest that
the lounger- M,n,d,l .,, „|„.,.,, ,1,,.,. .,,.,, ,„ I,,, j-^^^ij^^j,, ^^.|^,^^

>^llieeoi,M,,nei.cey The ,i:aye^t parts of t he Jio.devard.s, that
Ueli.ulitliiuM (d promenadi'>. are impo.^silde in the evenin<r
'"' ' '^"'"'>

l'^"-'.^- 'I''"- l'"li- lia> failed to lake advai"
''f-v ot the on, lea allonled l,y >ome .small streets to puryo
the tiiain >trcei. ^ *'

The -Ml whom we hav.. s.'en enish..,! hv a word at the
opera hal had Invn lor the la>l month or two livin.r in
tlie Juie <\v Lan-lade. in a vu'v poordookni- house This
struct lu'c. .tuck on to the wall ,d' an enormo\i.>lv lar-e one
badly St u •.».!. o| „„ depth, and immciiselv hi-rh. has all its
••^""l""-^ "H ihe .ircet. and l,ear> M,me re>emhlanee to a
l|arrot s p,,.,l.. ..„ ,...1, lluor are two room>, let as >,.parate
"at- ihere is ,, narrow .-tairea.^.. elin-in- to the wall,
M>'eerly Iiuhted l.y wn,d,)ws which mark it.> accent on the
';,""'• "^'IK ".ich la.ulin,,- hein.u- indi.-ated hv a sink, one of
.1" n.o-t o.h.ms peculiarities of J'aris. The ;hop and cntrrsol

' "'^1' '-";: ^^v-;" n'riant.d hy a tinman; the landlord oc-
;"1'"'' ll.ehrsl l„„r;the tour upper stori.. were rented by
•'ry decent working -iris, who were, treated hv the portrei

an<l tue proprietor with some consideration and an obliging-
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ness called forth by the ditlieulty of letting' a house so oddly

constructed and situated. The occuitants of the (juarter are

accounte<] for by the existence there of many houses of the

same character, lor which trade has no use, and which can

only !)(' rented l)y tlie ponrrr kinds of industry, of a pre-

carious or ijrnoniinious nature.

At time in ilir afliTiiooii the portress, who had seen

Mademoiselle Esther hrouirht home half dead by a young

man at two in the aioriiinir, had just held council with the

young woman of tlic iloor above, who, before setting out in a

cab to join some party u\' pleasure, had expressed her uneasi-

ness about ]>tlier; slie bad not heard her move. Ksther was,

no doulit. still a-h'cp. but this slumber seemed suspicious.

The jiortre>s, alont- in her cell, was regretting that she could

not go to >ee what was happening on the fourth tloor, where

Mi,dem<iisel!e Ksther lodged.

.lust as she bad made up> her mind to leave the tinman's

son in charge of her room, a sort of <len in a recess on the

entrcsiil Iloor, a cai) slopped ;it the door. .\ nutn stepped out,

wrapptMJ from bead to foot in a cloak evidently intended to

conceal his dress or bis rank in life, and asked for Made-
moiselle K>ther. The portress at one felt relie\ed; thh ac-

counted for I'lstber's silence and ([nietud<'. A- the stranger

mounted the stairs above the portress' room, slh- noticed silver

buckles in bis shoes, and fancied she caught sight of the black

fringe of a prie>t's sash: she went downstairs and catechised

the driver, who answered without speech, and again the wo-

man under,-loi)d.

The jiriest knocked, received no answer, heard a slight

gasp, and loned the do<ir open with a thrust (>f his shoulder;

charity, no doubt, lent him strength, but in any one else it

would ha\e been ascribed to jjractice. He rushed to the inner

room, and tinre fnund ])oor Esther in front of an image of

the \'irgin in painted plaster, kneeling, or rather doubled up,

on the tloor, her bamls folded. The girl was dying. A
braxier of l»uriit charcoal told the tale of that dreadful morn-
ing. The domino cloak and hood were lying on the ground.
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Til.' hod was uiidi>turl)c(l. The unhappv creature, stricken
to the heart by a mortal thrust, had. :o doubt, made all her
arran>renieiit> (Hi her return from the opera. A caudle-wiek
collai)s.'(l 111 the po(,I of ^rva>v that tilled the eandle-seouee'
showed how completely her la^t meditati.ms had absorbed
her. .\ haudkerehief soaked wiih tears proved the siuecritv
of the .Ma-dalen's despair, while her elassie attitude was that
"1 the- irn h-i.u,, courtesan. This abject repentance made
tile priest smile.

Esther, unskilled in dyini:, had left the door open, not
thiiikm.LT that the air of two rooms would need a lar^^er
amount of charcoal to make it sulfocatini,- she was only
stuniK-d by the fumes; the fresli air from the staircase
gradually restored her to a consciousness of her woes.
The priest remained standing, lost in glo(,mv meditation

without h,.ii,;r touclie.1 by the girl's divine beautv, watching
her first inovemcnts as if she had been some animal. His
eyes went innn the crouching liguro to the surrounding ob-
jects with evident indifference, lie looked at the furinturem the room: the paved floor, red. jiolisiied, and cold, was
poorly covered with a shabby cari)et worn to the string A
little bedstead, of painted wood and old-fashioned shape, was
Imng with yellow cotton printed with red stars, one armchair
and two small nliairs, also „f painted wood, and covered with
the same cotton print of which the window-curtains were al.so
made; a gray wall-paper sprigged with flowers blackened and
greasy with age: a fireplace full of kitchen utensils of tlie
vilest kind, two bundles of fire-logs: a stone shelf, on which
lay s,)me jewelry false and real, a pair of scissors, a dirty
pincushion, and some white scented gloves; an exquisite hat
lurched on the water-jug, a Ternaux shawl stopping a hole in
l.ie window, a handsome gown hangim: from a nail; a little
liinl sofa, with no cusiii,ms: broken clogs and dainty slippers
boots that a rpieen might have co\eted; cheap china plates'
cracked or chipped, with fragments of a past meal, and nickel
t„rks~the plate of the Paris poor; a basket full of potatoes
and <iirty Imen, with a smart gauze cap on the top; a rickety
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wardniho, witli a k1;„^ do,,,-, (,i„.u aiul eiuptv, and on the
shelves sundry pau n-ti.kots,^ (hj. was the nu'dlcv of thing?
di<mal or pleasin- ahjcct and liandsnnu-, that'l'rll on his
eye.

Thi'se relics of sjilcnddr anionii the potsherds, these house-
hohl helonoin-s—.-o ai.],rupriate to the hohernian exi.-trnee of
the girl wh.i kneh slrirken in hrr iinbuttondl trarnients like
a liorse dying in harness under the broken shafts .•ntangled
in the reins—(li,; ihe whole stran.ire seene siiLT-est any thoiedit>
to the pnr.t y I )id he say to himself that this erring creature
must at I. a>t he di>intiTe.|ed to live in siich poverty when her
lover was young and riehy Did lie ascribe the disorder of
the roon. to the di-onlcr of ler life? Did he feel pity or
terror? Was his charily moved?
To see him. his arms fuhlcd, his brow dark, his lips set,

his eye harsh, any one mi; t have supposed him absorbed in
riiorox' leelings (d' hatred, ccii-^ideratinns that jostled each
other, sini-ter sciiemes. He was cerlainlv insensible to the
soft r.iundm-s of a bosom almo>t crushed under the weight
of the bowed shoiildrrs, and to the i)eauiifnl modeling^of
the crouching \-enus that was visible under the black pttti-
roat. so closely was the dying girl curled up. The drooping
head which, seen fmni behind, showed the white, slender]
flexible neck and the line shoulders of a well-devloped ti-rure!
did not appeal to him. He did not rai.-e Esther, he did not
seem to hear the agonizing ga^ps which showed that she was
returning to life; a fearful sol, and a terrifying glance from
the girl were needed before he condescended to lift her, and
he carried her to ihe bed with an ease that revealed enormous
strength.

"LucienI"' she murmured.
"Love is there, the woman is not far behind," said the

priest with some bitterness.

The victim of Parisian depravity then observed the dress
worn by lier deliverer, and said, with a smil.^ like a child's
when it take- jnissession of snmethinLT lon^red for:
"Then 1 shall not die without being reconciled to Heaven?"
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"V.ui ,ii;iy yet c.xpinir your .ins." s.-)i.! t'io priist. inoisteii-
icr li.ivlirad will: wjiirr. ,-iii,l niaking her sniell at a cruft

\iir jar lie I'mind ni a curiicr.

".' ".''' '''•" i'l'^'- in.M.'iul nf .Irjianini:. is ru>hin;r in on
rur. said >lic, alUT !ic<c|,iin- the Fiulier's care and cxpross-
ni- her -ralitu.h' l.y sini])!,' .Lrr^turcs. This cn-a^rin- pan-
Umr.uv. Ml, i, a, tlir (iracc.^ ini-lit hav used to charni. per-
fi'ctly ju>lilicil ili(. nickiiainr -ivcii to tins straiiL'c <rirl

-I'o yon f,rl l,ri„.ry said th.. prifst. -ivin- her a dass
ol si)i:ar and water to drink.

'I'his man -eeiin.l acen>i<,iii>d to siuli (|Ueer estahlishnicnts •

''••' ^^''•''' '" 'i'""" il- ilf was .]uite at iiotni' there This
privilep. of hem- everywhere at home is tlie prerogative of
Kinirs. coiirtesan.^, and thievi's.

'•When you feel
,

utile well," this stran-e priest went on
alter a pau-e. •you must tell nie the reasons which prompted
you to euiniim tlii> la.^t erime, this attempted suieide."
"My >lory i< very Miripl... l-atiier." replied she. "Three

montlis a-o I wa> livin- the evil life to whieli I was born
1 was the lowest aii.l vilot (d' creature,- now I am only the
most unhaj.py. Kxeu... me fr.Hn tellm- vou the historv ofmy poor mother, who was murdered

"

-liy a Cai.taiu, iu a huu^e of ill-faim.," said the priest, in-
UTt-uptn..^ the i„.n,te„t. ••] kttow your ori-i,,. and I know
that .1 a hnn^ „f y„ur sex can ever he excused for leadincr
a liic of shame, it, is you. who have ahvavs lacked .rood
examples. •

fr- ^

":^Jas! I was never ha])iized, and have no religious teach-

"All may yet he remedied then," replied the prie.st, "pro-
vided that your faith, your n^peutance. are smeere and with-
out Ulterior motive."

"Liicien and (iod iilj my heart." said siie with in-en
liathos

uous

"Vou niight have ,<aid God and Lueien," answered the
pn.>t. smiling. "You remind n,e .d' the purpose of my visit.
<->mit notliing tliat concerns that voung man "
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"You have come from hiin:-" slic nskcd, with a tender look
that would have touched any other priest I "Oli, he thought
I should do it I"

"No," replied the priest ; "it is not your death, hut your life
that we are intiTrsted in. {'oiue, explain your "position
toward each other."

"Jn one wnrd," said sh(\

The poor child .piaked at the priest's stern tone, hut as
a wunuin (piakes who has long ceased to he surprised at
brutality

"Lucien is Lucien," said she, "the handsomest youn<? man,
the kindest soul alive; if y..u know him, my hne must seem
to you quite natural. 1 met him by cliau'ce, three months
afTii, at the I'orlc Saint-Martin theatre, where 1 w.nt one day
when r had leave, for we had a ^lay a week at Madame Mev-
nardie's, where 1 tln^n was. Xcxt, day, you understand,'!
went out without leave. Love had conie i'nto my heart, and
had so completely chan;,'ul me, that on my return from the

lorror of mvself.
theatre I did not know myself: 1 had a 'l

Lucien would never hr.ve kn,)wn. Instead of tellinj,'' him
what I was. I gave him my address at these rooms, where a
friend of mine was then living, who was so kind as to give
them up to me. 1 swear on my sacred word "

"You must not swear.''

"Is it swearing to give your sacred word ?—Well, from
that day 1 have worked in this room like a lost creature at
shirt-making at twenty-eight sous apiece, so as to live by
hfuiist labor. For a month I have ; ad nothing to eat luit

potatoes, thai I might keep myself a good girrand worthy
of Lucii'i, wlio loves me and respects me as a pattern of
virtue.

1 havi- made my declaration befor(> the ])oliee to
recover my rigliis. and submitted to two years" surveillance.
They are n'luiy enough to enter your nanu' on the lists of
dii^grace, but makf every ditliculty about scratching it out
again. All I askt d of Heaven was to enable me to keep my
resolution.

"1 shall be nineteen in the month of April; at my age
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there is still a iliaiu-. It M.ins (.. me that 1 was never burn
(ill liirec riinnlhs a-...— 1 pravr.l to (;,„1 vu^vy iMurnin^r that
Liieien miglit never kn,.\v what iiiv InrmiT" life ha.rUM.n
I boufrjit that \'ir-in you mv there, aii.l I prave.l to her in
my o«n way. for I do ,i„t know anv pravers; J cannot road
nor write, and I have never been into a clnirch; I have never
seen anything (,f (i„d e.\eei)iing in processions, out of
ciiriositv."

"And what do you say to the Virgin.''
'

"I talk to her as I talk to Lucien, with all ray soul, till
I make liiin cry."'

"Oh. so he cries?"

"With joy.- said she eagerly, "poor dear boy! We un-
derstand each other so well that we have but one soul ' He
)s s,, nicr, so fond, so sweet in heart an.l mind and man-
ners. He says h,. is a poet; 1 say he is god.—Forgiw me'
^ on priests, you see, don't know what love is. But in fact
only girls like me know enough of men to appreciate such as
i.iieien A Lueien, you see, is as rare as a woman without
sin W hen you eome across him yow can love no one else-
so here! But such a being must have his fellow; so I want

be worthy to be loved by my Lucien. That is where my
rouble began. Last evening, at th.e opera, I was recognized
.y some y<ning m<m who hav,. no more feeling than a ti-or
has pity-for that matter, I could come round the ti-er'
1
he ve,| ,.i „n.oe.m-e 1 had tned to wear was torn oil; their
aughter pierced my brain and my heart. Do not think vouhave saved me: I shall die of grief."'
"Your veil of innocence?" 'said the priest. "Then vouHave treated Lucien with the sternest severity'"
•'Oh Father how can you, who know him, ask me such

ajincstion! she replied with a smile. "Who can resist a

"I>o not be blasphemous," said the priest mildlv "\onne can be like (iod. E.xaggerarion is out <.f place with trueme: vou had not a pure and genuine love for your i.lol
If you had undergone the conversion you boast of having
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felt, you woiilil !i;i\(' .ici|uii-!l ih,. virtue^ which arc a part
i)f woiiiaiihnd.l ; \.,ii uciihl !,:ivc knou n ihr chann ,,( chasiitv,
till' rflliniiiciii-. nf tiKMic-iv, the two virtur.^ that aiv thr gh)rv
of a iiiiiidrii.-- Vdii ,!o ii,,t 1,,\(.."'

I'.-lhiTs -i^iiiiv iif li,,rr(ir was srm hy the priest, but it

liad no circi t i,ti the iiii|ia~.-iliiliiy of licr ('.mfcssor.

"'Sc>: fur y.iii luvc him for yours.'lf ainl not for himself,
for the lcni|)nral ( iij.rymenis ilial ilclinhi you, and not for
love it>clf. If he has thn> taken i)nvM>sion uf you. vou
cannot iiaw Icit that sici-eii ihrili that is inspired by a hein^'
on whom (i,,(l has sd ihc ~ra! uf ilic mo^ adnnihle perfec-
tions. Ila< It never ueciiiTed In you that you would deirrade
him hy vnur past im|Miril\. that y.Mi woidd corrupt a Chihl
hy the over[.(}ueriim .-eihidions which earned you vnur nick-
name ^.doriuiis in infamy? Vuu have lieon illogical with
yourself, and yunr pa-:-i()n nf a dav "

"Of a day y slie repealed, rai-im: her eves.

"Hy what other name tan you call a love that is not eternal,
that does not unite us in th future life of the Christian, to
the heinsr we |ov(>!'"

"Ah. i will he a Catholic I"' she cried in a hollow, vehement
tone, that would have earned her the nierev of the Lord.
"Can a ,<:irl who has nceived neither the i)apti;.m of the

Church nor that of kiiowled-e: who can neither read, nor
write, nor pray; who cannot take a step without the stones
in the street risin;.' up lo accUM- her: noteworthy onlv for
the fu;:itiv(> <:ift of heauty which sickness may destroy to-
morrow: can such a vile. de.LM'aded creature, fully aware too
of her deirradation— for if you had been i^niorant of it and
less dcvoied. you Would ha\e lieen more e.\cu>ahle—can the
intended victim to suicide and liell lio])e to be the wife of
Lucien de Kuhempre ?""

luery word wa- a poniard tlinist piercin.L' the depths of her
heart. At everv word the louder sobs and abundant tears of
the de-perale .jirl showed the power with which light had
flaslicd upon an ini.-llii^vuee a- pure as that of a savaire, upon
a s(uil at leiiuih arou-ed. upon a nature over which depravitv
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Ii.id laid a ?hcot of foul ice nnu ih.iucd in tlir ^ini-linic of

faiili.

"Whv did I not diol" was ilic only liiouL'ht tiiat found iit-

teniiHi' in the ndd-' of a lorn iil of idcis ilmt ratkvd and
raviiLTd lirr hrai .

"Mv danL'htrr,"' r-aid tiu' tcrrililc jud'_:v. 'then' is a love

uliicli is unconfrs-cd before men. Inil of wliicli tlie seerot

is reeei'ved |,y tile ail_;el.- WJlli smiles of M|,|dne-r.""

••\\lial i- li;al
':"

"i.iivc wiihoiil lio)ie, when it inspires our life, when it

fill- u> uilh (lie >]iiril of -aei-illee. wlien it ennolile< e\erv
act hy the lllouuht of reaehiUi: ^ollle ide;il perfeetion. \'es.

the .lliLrels iipprove ,,\' sUch loVe; it leads to the knowledu'e
"f *''"! 'I'o aim at perfeeiioii in orijer to lie worili\- of the
one you lo\e. to make for him a thousand secret saeritiees,

adoriii,-- him from afar, -ivini: your blood drop b- drop,
abneeaiin.u vonr self-|o\e, nevt r feelimr any j)ri(lc or aiiL'-er

as ree-ards him, even coneealiiiir from him all knowled-edf
the dreadful jealou>y he fires in your heart, <:ivinLr him all

111' wi>liev urre ii |o your owu lo--, loviuiT what he l,i\es,

alua_\s turniii-; your face to him to follow him wi;l;,.u; Ins
knowinir it-— uch love a> thai reli-iun windd have foririveii

;

it i.- no offiiiee to laus human or divine, and would have
led \(ui into another road than that of your foul \oluptuous-
ness.""

As >hc' heard this horrible verdict, uttered in a word
iind .-uch a W(»r<l : and spoken in such a liuie I— fl-iher's spirit
rose up tn fairly le-ilimale di,-tru-t. Thi.- v d was like a
ihunder-cia]) .irivin^t,^ uarinn- i,( a >t(UMn about \<< break. She
l""ked at the i)rie.-t. and IVIt the ,-:rip on her \itals which
wrin,-- the bra\e,-t when face to face witli sudden and im-
liiinciit dan.irer. N,, eye could Iia\e read what was pas.-iiijr

111 this nuiifs ndnd : luit the boldot would have found nioro
1" M"'iil 'It than to hope for in the e.\pre.-.-ion (d' his eyes,
"lire bri-ht and yellow lik.' those of a ti^vr, but now shroud.'.].'
ironi au>ierities and privations, with a haze like that which
ovi'ihan^,- tiic iiorizoii m the dog-days, when, though the
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earth ,slK.I,nHi lu,„n>uus, ,1k. nn.t makes ,, UHlis„n.t ainl
(lirri-"iiliii(i>t inviMiilc.

Tlu.^rav>,y ,.f a Spanian'. ,!„. ,I,v,, furrows which tlu-

rut., urn. ,,|„„,rh,,i „„„ 1,,, ,-„,^. ,^,„.^.,, ^^.^_;

ann...! hv ,1,.. h,„. Th. hanln.ss of ,|„. .,.„„,,„„„..„ i"!
I <Ih' -non. .nn.pu.uous l,,.,.^ franu.,! in th. .nra^n. ,lry

ook,n. ruMy m th. h.^h,. His alhln,,- IVan,,., h„ han i^
I'k^; .n nid s,,l. ,..PV Ins l.roa.i. .,ro„. .|,.ulW.r> u-,.n. ti;';of th,. (arvatHl,.s whuli lh(. an.hn,.,.,s of th.- Mi,!,!!.. \.,^
•'•nn,h,n., uuo so,,,,. I,ai,a„ pala.rs, ,v,„u,dv iinitatcd^iahoso of the ro„t of ,1,.. l'ort..-San„-Mar,i,. th.atr.. The
l.;a>t <l..ar-H<^h,..,l .,l,...,.v,.r ,„...!,> h,-,v,. ..,.„ that fi.rv nas--)"s or .mn. u,nvo,,,...l a,.,,Hl..,,t ,,n,., hav. ,h,-ou,, ,hUnto (h.. h<w,.„, nt ,ho('hu,.,.h:..,.,.,ai„lv ,.,„„. b,,, ,1... „Jro„„.,ulo„s sh.Hks of li.h,„,„. ,.„„i., havo c.ha„.vd hi,
'"' ;;'! .-u,h a nature, werosus,-,.,,,,!,!, of,. ha„.v '

Woin.a who have lin.d the li,V ,ha. K.therhad so violently
rq.ud.ate.! ..onu. to feel ahsoh:,. ,n,l,ir,.,v„e,. as to he ex-.n,a lf,.n,. of a nu.n. They are l,ke the l.t.rary er,t,es ^f

""V ;• '"', ""• '"" ''"'"Pand with ih,„, in s<,n,e ,-e<neetsand who eel at !a.t perfeet di.re.a.d of the fornu.i:;: 1;^
''rl. they have ,-,,,d so niany l„.„ks, thev see so nu.nv Dassaway, they are so ,nueh ae..u.,o,n..d ,o Vn„en,''!7 Zh ve.o,.thrjn,,h so ,,,a,,y plots, they have se.UoU;

.
I.

,

the, have w,Men .. ,ua„y artieles wi,l,out sav.ng^^llat they n,..ant, an.l have so often he.,, treasonable to hf-- of Art ,n favor of the,r pe,.so,,al Hki,,,s a,,d au. U"
'''•' .""•>• a.-Tnn. a IVeHn. of d^^ust of evervth.n.. an.i t'-nnnue to pass judg„,ent. It needs a .n]racl.r\ ,ak

a eofrle!!.,,
P"'' '"'^ ""'^'^' '"^^' '" '^^' ''^^'''t of

osclned''f;o/'"'^
nuumer of this priest, who see.ned to have

asto L 1

,'
';"""' ^-^ ^»^i^="'a'". -^truek this poor .irlas .0 host,le. hitle as externals alfected her, ti,at she per
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reived )ler^elf to he le.-s tlie ohjeet of hiri t^olicituiK' than llie

in-liuiiieiit he milled for Miiiie .scheme. IJeilif,^ unable to

(li.~tin,^iii.~h IhIuki! llie intimating tongue of personal in-

aritv, for we niu,-t he aeutelvh rr-i and the unetmn n| triif cii

awa

niiiii

ke to recognize false (oju wjieii it is ottered hy a friend,

I'elt hei>elf, as il Were, m llu' talons of some fierce and

oHL'.irons hird of prey who, after hovering over her for 1

|inunced down on iier; and in her terror siie cried in a

\()|CI' () f alarm
•1 thnughi it was a priest's duty to console us, and you

an killin me
.\l this innocent outcry the priest started and paused

he niiditatcd a moment hefure replying. During that in-

-lant the two persons so stranirelv brou'dit together studied

jther cautiously. Tiie priest understood the girl, though

Ihc irl ciiuld not undcrstant til priest.

lie, no iloubt, put aside some ]Aan which had threatened

the unhapjty Ksthcr, and came hack to his first ideas.

"W'r aiv the iihysicians of the soul," said he, in i

voice, "am

he. in a luiid

1 we know what remedies suit their maladies.

•Mu cll must he fortriven to the wretihed. sail i Kst ler.

She fancied had been wrong; slie siipjied ( )tr the bed.

tl new ni T.self at the man's feet, kis.sed his gown with deep

itli eves full of tears.hiimilily, and looked up it him w

"i thought 1 had done so nun h I" she said.

•"Listen, my child. Your terrible reputation has cast

Liicien's family into grief. They are afraid, and not with-

out reason, that vou may lead him into dissipation, into

• mile; follv-

him.

That is true; it was 1 who got him to the ball to mystify

"You are handsome enough to make him wish to triumph

in vou in

and

the eyes of the world, to show you with pride,

make vou an object for display. And if he wasted money

but he will waste his time, his powers; he will lose

ination for the fine future his friends can secure to

him. Instead of being some day an ambassador, rich, ad-

onlv:-

his inc
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"'""'• •""' "'uin|,ii,ini. I,,-. !,L,. -., ;„:inv .I..l,,,iich...s \vli„
^'""^'' ''"" l''''"l- '" lii'- inml uf i';,n., \m|| \um' Uvn llio
l"\' r "1 .1 '!' .L'l.iil. ,1 uniiiiiii.

"•^^ '"' >•'" ''ii"- 'i~'",^- I"'- ••! iniic I,, tlu,. l,.\vl (,r a
':I''"''" "' '•I',-'"!"'. .^-11 V.lll j,lV-.|,|lv Muk I.M.'k to \,,ur
''"'""' '"''• '"' V'li li.i\'' iH.i in \n,i il,.. Mrm-tli bcsiow.Ml hv
'-"""' ''''!' ^Ill"l; U. ,,,,,!,;,.,, Ml ,,, ivHM \u,. ,„|,| ,|„„k „f ll,',.

'"""'••
"^ "" """I'l "• inniv I,,. ai,l,. tu bivak witli ilu- wo,hcm

"' >'"" "*^" '''- '''''" ,^"" 'I'l^'' l>ruk,„ u,i|, ,1„. „„.„ „ho
"''•"""' V'li II lii" HjH ra ihi^ iiu.niiii- LurimV tru,- fricndrt
;'''""i"i I'; In- i.,i--..i, inr u,ii. ha\,. .|,,^,^r.,i ^js sit.... and
'^""" ''" ''ll-'l ^^"ii I'-nnr. tiirv hasr >,.ni !,„ lu vuu to
.-•n.nl 3,.i,r m,u^ .„d d.n.l- vour latr; hut tliun-|, thVv aiv
l'"^^'.'"'l '"-"^li tn ,l,,,r a Miii,il,|,n-Monr ,„m „f the vouii-
'""i. ua,\. 111,.;, aiv m.T.iriiL lihlrrMan,! thi;:. eluid •

a
-"' "'"^"' '•'•""" '"^'^ l''i^ 'lainis on ihrir iv-ard, as a trm-

J.'"'-','""

^*"'-'l"|- ll'" ^loiiuli on uhuh, l,v rliaiu-tMlu.. di\in..
''-'" '''"-

'
''"'" I" '"• 'il*' in>inini(nt of a bmrticent pur-

!»'-;— .-till, if I had Inuiid \..ii lauTlv ivprohair, ariMcd witii
''''"""'.^' '""' I'-lnlrn,-.. .urrii|,i to ih.. niarrou-, draJ" to
Ih" \nur ,,t npnit, UH... I .hoidd haw ahaudoucd you to ihiMr
wi'.iih.

.""""' ''I'-'-'^''. 'i^il ^iiid iM,,iii(al, uhi.li it is so iiard to
\vi.'i. uhich Ih.. poiuv 1- M. riohl to witlilioid r,,r a tiinr iii

''" iiit.ivMs of MHiri.v, and uhnh I iusird voii loii- for
''•"" '" ""• "'l"i- "I' in'-. .vptailanL-e—IS hriv.- said ilie
I'll. >i. lakin- an onicial-loukui- paprr dut of in. bdt. "Vou
«rn. .nil v-i.-rday, ihi. hitcr of itI^mm. is dated to-day.^u -r_!,.;.v i-ourriiij thr j.n.pU. are ulio take ail luterest i",!

Lni H II,

At thr Muht .if this duiiiiiuDt ivMlier was so inrremiou.ely
ovrn-u,,,,. i,.. ,1„, rnUMiWiU' auiiaiioi, pro.iuced l)V uidooked-
!"• Jn.v. that a hxr.l >,nile pafted h.T lips, like that of a crazy
'''••"'"•• II"' pn.-i pau-Ml. io,,kii)- at tlio ^n,.] („ ,,.^.

whetln.f. \vl„.n on,-,, -he had lo-t the horrible stren-th wliich
''•'•'"i't ';nt,n'.. ti„d in eorniptio,, ii.Hf. and was tlinnvn
baek on lier liad ind delicate primitive natiiro, she could



i;miii:i! iiapi'V :a

(inini' -I' mm li •xciicini'iii . If -he Ii;ii| Imcm ,i ilci rii IHI

( iiiiili-iiii. Iv-llnr \w)iil(| liiuc .11 In] A |iarl : ImiI iiuu iliat -lie

VVil- nitlncrlll mill III rvilf nllir lllnl'i .
-\]i' llli;.'llt ["'fillip-^ llil',

ji> ii IiIiimI iiwiii Mind iii.iy In-c hi- i-i;:lil ii;.Miii if lir i.- r\-

|)ii-ri| III 1(11) hri;;lil a liijlil. Al ilii- iiioiiu'iit tins iiiiiii Imikiil

mill till \rry drptlH nt' liiiiiiaii iiatun'. Imt his caliiirii'-s w.i-;

tiTiih!i' 111 it- ri,L'iilit> : a rnhl al|i. ,'nn\v-li(iunil ami luar [i>

hciiMii, im)iriirlral'lc ami fmu iiiiiLr. wilh llaiik,- nt' f:raiiiir,

liml yet hrliclicrllt.

Sill h wiiiiH II arc (',->i'iil iaily im|iri-^ii)iialil(' bciiiL.'-, pa-.-iii^'

Ullllnlll I'ra.-iill IfMlll lliclnn^l ill ii il ic ( I i>t I'llst lo a h-i i| lit r |-l)ll-

liili'iiii'. In ihi> ri'-prct lliry arc Inwcr than iiiiiinaN. \]x-

in iiic Ml cMnlliiiiL:— in tlicii' jny anil ilc-jiair, in ihiir

rcliL'inii ami irrrliuiuii— they wuiiiil aliiiii>l all <:i) mail if

tlir_\ were iini ilcrinialril liv the iiiurtalily pcniliar \n their

I la--, ami if lianpy ehaiue- ilii| nut lift mie imu' ami 'iheii

fnaii llie ,-liiii,::ii in uhuh they iluell. To iimler.-taml the

Very ilejitlw nf tile \\ ret elici 1 ne» of this liorrihlc existence,

line mii-t InIiimv i,'^> far in niailness a creature can .l'd willimit

remaininu- there, iiy stmlyinL'' La 'I'lirjiille's xinjeiit ecstasy

at tile |ini-t'.- feet. The poor /,'irl frii/.cd at the pajicr of rc-

iea-c \iiili an e\pres>inii whicii Haiiti' has oserlookeil. ami

which .-iirpas-eil ihf iii\"i,i i\(!ie-s of his Inferno. I'liit a

nactinn canie willi tears. Iv-ther ro-e, threw her arms round

the pric-i's nici\. laid iuT head on his breast, which she

weiii'il uiiii |i,.|- wripiiiL:. Isi — inir tlie coar.-e stutF that covered

that heart of steel as if >!ie fain would touch it. She seized

hold of him; she coM-i-id his hand- witii ki>.-es; slie poured

out ma sacred cll'usion of gratitude her most coaxin^i: caresses,

lavished fund names on liim. sayinir a,i:ain and airain in the

midst of her honeyed words, "liit me ha\e it
!"" in a thousand

ditVcrcnt liuies of \oice: -he wra[iped him m tcmli rncss,

covered him with her look-^ with a swifino- that found hiiii

dcfiHi eir-.- ; at la-t she cliariiieil away iiis wrath.

'ri:e prie-t perceived how well the ^'irl had deserved her

imkiiame: he understood hov; dillicult it was io resist this

t'e\\ iii-hinj,' creature; lie suddenly compreliemled Lueien's love,
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and just what must liavc 1', iiiatrd the poet. Such a pas-
sion liidcs among a thousand lriiiptation.s a dart-liko hook
whicli is most apt to catcli the lofty soul of an artist. Tliose

passions, inexplicable to the vul^'ar, are perfectly accounted
for by the thirst for ideal beauty, which is characteristic of
a creative mind. For are we not, in some degree, akin to

the angels, whoso task it is to bring the guilty to a better
mind? are we not creative when we purify such a creature?
IIow delightful it i< to harmonize moral with physical beauty!
What joy and pride if we succeed I How noble a task is that
which has no instrument but love I

Such alliances, made famcuis by the example of Aristotle,

Socrates, I'lato, Alcibiadcs, ("ethegus, and rompey, and yet
so monstrous in the eyes of the vulgar, are based oil the same
feeling that promj)ted Louis XI\'. to build Versailles, or
that nud<es men rush into any ruinous enterprise—into con-
verting the miasnuT of a marsh into a mass of fragrance sur-
rounded by living waters; placing a lake at the top of a
hill, as the Prince de Conti did at Xoinlel ; or producing
Swiss scenery at C'assan, like Bergeret, the farmer-general.
In short, it is the ajiplication of art in the realm of morals.
The priest, ashamed of having yielded to this weakness,

hastily pushed Esther away, and she sat down quite abashed,
for he said:

"You are still the courtesan." And he calmly replaced the
paper in his sash.

Ksther, like a child who has a single wish in its head,
kept her eyes fi.xed on the spot where the document lay
hidden.

"My child," the priest went on after a pause, "your mother
was a Jewess, and you have not been baptized: but, on the
other hand, you have never l)een taken to the .synagogue.
You are in the limbo \\;iere little children are

""

"Little children!" she (clioed. in a tenderly pathetic tone.
"As you are on the books of the ])olice, a cipher outside

the pale of social beings,"" the priest went on, unmoved. "If
love, >een as it swept past, led you lo believe three mouths



ESTJIEU HAPPY 35

tiiKf thnt you wore then born, you must feel that since that

(biv Villi have Ix'i'U really an infant. You must, theroforo, be

led as if vou were a child; you must be completely changed,

and 1 will undertake to make you unrecognizable. To begin

with, you must forgot Lueien."

'i'he wurds crushed the poor girl's heart; she raised her

eves to the {iriest and shook her head; she could not speak,

liiiding the executioner in the deliverer again.

•.\t anv rate, you must give up seeing him," he went on.

"I will lake you to a religious house where young girls of

the best families are educated; there you will become a

Catholic, you will he trained in the practice of Christian

exercises, vou will be taught religion. You may come out

an accomplished young lady, chaste, pure, well brought up,

if
' The man lifted up a finger and paused.

•'ff," he went on, "you feel brave enough to leave the

'Torjiille' hehind you here."

'•Ah I" cried the poor thing, to whom each word had been

like a note of ?ome melody to which the gates of Paradise

were slowly opening. '"Ah! if it were possible to shed all

my l)lood here and have it renewed!"

"Listen to me."

She was silent.

'"Your future fate depends on your power of forgetting.

Think of the extent to which you pledge yourself. A word,

a gesture, which hetray-J La Torpille will kill Lucien's wife.

.\ word munnured in a dream, an involuntary thought, an

immodest glance, a gesture of impatience, a reminiscence of

dissijtation, an omission, a shake of the head that might reveal

what you know, or what is known about you for your

woes "

"Yes. yes. Father," said the girl, with the exaltation of

a saint "To walk in shoes of red-hot iron and smile, to

live in a pair of stays set with nails and maintain the grace

of a dancer, to eat broad salted with ashes, to drink worm-
wood.—all will be sweet and easy I"

She fi'U again on her knees, she kissed the priest's shoes,
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slie iiU'ltcd into Uvirs thai wetted tliciii, .-iie clasped hi? knees,

mid cliiiii,' to thrill, niiiniiuiiiiir foolish words as she wept for

Joy. llcr \(>u'^ and l)('aiitifui ii<riit hair waved to the ground,
a sort of (arpet under the feet of the celestial messenger,
whom >he saw as ulooniy and hard as ever when she lifted

hcr-elf 11]) and looked at liiiu.

"What have I done to offend voii ?"' cried she, quite

fri.Lililened. ••! have heard of a woman, such as I am, who
wa.-lied ilie fret of .lesiis witli perfumes. Alas I virtue has
made me -o poor ihat 1 have noihin,:: hnt tears to offer you."
"Ihnc you not umler-iood !'" he answered, in a cruel voice.

'"1 tell yoii, you iiiu>t he al)le to come out of the house to

which I sliall lake you .-o eompletely ehaniicd, jdiysically and
morally, tiiat no man or woman you have ever known will

1m' alile lo eall \iui l-;-lliei'" and make you look round. Yes-
terday \iiiir love eoiild Hot ,uive you strength enough so com-
pletely to hury the pi"-iiiiiie that .-he could never reappear;
and apiin to-day >Iie revives in adoration which is due to none
hut (iod."

"Was it not He w ho .~ent you to me r" said she.

'"Il (luriiiL;- ilie eonr>e (d' yoiu- education you should even

SCO Lucieii. all would he lost." he went on; "remendjcr that."

"Who will comfort him!'" said she.

"What was it that you comforted him for?" asked the

prie^t, in a tone in which, for the lirst time during this scene,

there was a nervous (piaver.

'*! do not know; he was often sad when he came."
"Sad!" .-aid the priest. "Did he tell you why?"
"Never." answered she.

'"lie uas <iu\ at loviiiir stich a girl as you I" exclaimed he.

"Alas: and well he might lie." said she. with deep humility.
"1 :nii the ihii-t de.-picahle creature of my se.x. and I could
(Ind fa\or in \\\< eye> only hy the greatness of my love."

"Thai lo\e iiiii-t give you the courage to oiiev me hlindly.

If I weri' to take you sirai;:lit from hence to the hous(> where
you are to he edmateil. eV(>ryhody here would tell TiUcion that

you had gone away to-day, Sunday, with a priest ; he might
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follow in your tracks. In the course of a week, tlio portress,

not sccinir me aj,Min. niij.dit su])|ios(' luc In !)(> what I am not.

So, on<' cvcnin^f—this day week—at seven o'clock. <;o out

(|uietly and "ret into a cab that will be waiting: foi' you at the

bottom of the Ix'ue des Frondours. Durinif this week avoid

Lucien, find excuses, have him sent from the door, and if he

.should come in, po up to some friend's room. T shall know
if you have seen him, and in tiiat event all will be at an end.

I shall !K)t even come back. These eiirht days you will need

to make up some suitable clothing and to hide your look of

a pro>titute,"' said he, laying' a purse on the chimney-shelf.

"Tliere i> soniethinjx in your manner, in your clothes—some-

thin;: indi'finable which i.s well known to Parisians, and ])ro-

claiiiis you what you are. Have you never met in the streets

or on the I'xnilevards a modest and virtuous girl walking with

her mother?"

"Oh yes, to my sorrow I The si^dit of a mother and
dau;:lit(r i> one of our most cruel punishments; it arouses

the remorse that lurks in the innermost folds of our hearts,

arul that i> consumin^f us.— I know too well all I lack."

"Well, then, you know how you slu)uld look next Sun-
day," said the priest, rising.

"Oh I" said .-lie, "leach me one real prayer before you go,

that 1 may l)ray to Ood."

Jt was a touching thing to see the priest making this girl

rej)eat Arc Miiria and I'dlcniosler in French.

"That is very fine I" said Fsther, when she had repeated

these two grand ami universal utterances of the Catholic

faith without making a mistake.

"What is your name"'" she asked the priest when he took

](ave of lu'r.

"Carlos Ilerrera; I am a Sj)aniard banished from my
( iiuiitry."

F>ther took his hand and kissed it. She was no longer

the courtesan; she was an angel rising after a fall.

i
111 a religious institution, famous for the aristocratic and
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jiious tcacliiiip imparted tluTc, (nic Monday morning in the

ijiils found tlu'ir priHty tlockhcginniiij: ol" Marcli IS"^!} (lie [n

increased liy a iieucoiMer. whose l)eauty triuniplied without

dis])iite not only over that of lier eoinpaninns, hut over the

ppecial details of Iteauly which were found severallv in per-

fection in each one of them. In France it is oxtromelv rare,

not to say impossihU'. to meet with the thirty jujints of per-

fection, descrihed in I'ersian verse, and enjxraved, it is said,

in the Serairlio, wiiicli are needed to matce a woman abso-

lulely lH>autiful. 'I'houtrh in France the wliole is sehioni seen,

we find exipiisite jiaris. As to that imposing union which
scul[)ture tries to produce, and has produced in a few rare

examples like the Diana and the Callipyge, it is the privileged

posses-^ion of (Ireece and Asia ]Minor.

Esther came from that cradle of the hunuin race; her
motiier was a .Jewess. The Jews, thoutrli so often deteriorated

by their contact witli other nations, liave. among their many
races, families in whicii this sublime type of Asiatic

beauty has been preserved. When they are rot repulsively

hideous, tiny present the splendid characteristics of Arme-
nian beauty. i->tlur would have carried off the prize at the
Seraglio; ^-lie had the thirty points harmoniously combined.
P'ar from having damaged the iinish of her modeling and
the freshness of her flesh, her strange life had given her the
mysterious charm of womanhood; it is no longer the close,

..axy texture of green fruit a)id riot yet the warm glow of

maturity: there is still Mie scent of the flower. A few days
longir spent in dissolute living, and she would have been
too fat. This abinidant health, this jierfection of tlu' animal
in a hi'ing in whon voluptu(uisness took the place of thought,
must be a remarkable fact in t!ie eyes of })iiysiologists. A
circumstance so rare, that it may be called imp'^ssible in

very young girls, was tliat her hands, incomparably tine

in shape, were as s(d"t. transj)arent. and white as those of a
woman after the birth of her second child. She had exactly
the hair and the foot for wliicli the Duchesse de Berri was so

famous, hair so thick that no hairdresser could gather it
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into liis liand. and so loni,' that it f(>ll to the pround in rings;

for Ksilitr was of that inodiiiin height which makes a woman
a sort (if toy, to he taken up and set down, taken np again
and carried withont fatigue. Her skin, as fine as rice-paper,

of a warn; am')cr hue rhowing the purple veins, was salinv

withont dry iie.->, soft without licing chiiiimv.

I'^sther, excessively strong though apparently fragile, ar-

rerted atteiuion liy one feature that is conspicuous in the
faces in which Raphael has shown his most artistic feelin'\

fur Raphael is tlie painter who luis most studied and hest

rendered Jewish i)eauty. 'Phis remarkalde efTe( t was pro-

duced hy tlie dejith of the eye-socket, under which the eye

moved tree from its setting: the arch of the hrow was so

accurate as to resemi)le the groining of a vault. When ynutli

lends this heautiful hollow its pure and diaphanous coloring,

and edges it with closely-set eyeh'' vs. when (he light steal-

ing into the circular cavity beneath lingers there with a rosy

hue, there are tender treasures in it to delight a lover, beauties

to drive a painter to despair. Those luminous curves, where
the shadows have a golden tone, that tissue as firm as a sinew
and as mobile as the most delicate membrane, is a crowning
achievement of natnre. Tlie eye at rest within is like a
iniracuhuis egg in a host of silken wings. But as time goes
on this marvel acquires a dreadful melancholy, when passions
have laid dark smears on those fine forms, wlien grief has
furrowed that network of delicate veins. Ksther's nationality
proclaimed itself in this Oriental modeling of her eyes with
their Turkish lids; tlu-ir color was a slate-gray wdiich by
night took on the blue sheen of a raven's wing. It was only
the extreme tenderness of her expression that could moderate
their fire.

Only thr.ie races that are native to deserts have in the
eye the power of fascinating everybody, for any woman can
fascinate some one person. Their eyes preserve, no doubt,
something of the infinitude they have gazed on. Has nature,
in her foresight, armed their retina with some reflectim: back-
gnnind to enable them to endure the mirage of the sand,
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the torronls of suii-liiiu\ iind the hurninjx f'ol)iiU of tlio sky?
or, do huiiian lH'in;,'s, like other crciiturcs, derive something
from the siirroiindiii<fs amoii^' uhicli tliey grow up, and pre-
serve i'or aires the (pialities tliey have imhibed from them?
The gr(at sohitioii of this pnililem of raee lies perhajjs in

tlie (jue^tioii itself. Iii.-tinets are living faet.s, and their

cause dwells in pa.-t necessity. \'ariety in animals is the
result of the e.xeni-e of these instincts.

To convince oiii>.elves of this long-sought-for truth, it is

enougli to extend to the herd of mankind tlu' observation
recently made on lloeks i<i Sjiaiiish and l']nglish sheep whieii,

in low meadows where pasture is aiuindant. feed side hy side

in close array, hut on mountains, where grass is scarce, scatter

apart. 'J'ake the,-e two kinds of sheep, transfer them to

Switzerland or Fra!ice; the mountain hreeds will feed aj/art

even in a lowland meadow of thic' grass, tiie lowland sheep
will keep together even on an alp. Hardly will a succession
of generations eliminate a((piired and transmitted instincts.

After a century tiie highland spirit reapjiears in a refractory
lamb, just as. after eighteen centuries of exile, the spirit of
the Hast shone in Ksther's eyes and features.

Her look had no terril)l(> fascination; it shed a mild
warmth, it was pathetic without ijeing .-lartling. and tln'

sternest wills were melted in its llame. Iv-ther had con-
quered hatred, >he had a>tonished the depraved souls of Paris

;

in short, that look and the softness of her skin iiad earned her
the terriljle nicknam(> which had just led her to the verge of
the gra\e. I'lverything about her was in harmony with these
characteristics of the I'eri of the burning sands. Her forehead
was (irmly and proudly molded. Her nose, like that of the
Arab race, was delicate and narrow, with oval nostrils wi'll

set and open at the Ikisc. Her mouth, fresh and red, was a
rose unblemished by a ilaw, dissipation had left no trace
there. Her chin, rounded as thouuh some amorous sculptor
had i)t>lished its fulness, was as white as milk. One thing
only that she had not bi>en able to remedy betrayed the
courtesan fallen very low: her broken nails, whicli needed
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time to recover tlicir shaju', >o imieli liiul they been spoiled

1)V the vuI.LTiinsl liuusclioKl histcs.

The vouii^' l)<)aril('rs hcL'aii liy hcintr jealous of these marvels

of beauty. Itut tliey eiidrd \>\ adiiiiriuL; them. Before the

tirst week was at an eiiil tliey were all attached to tlie artless

Jewess, for tliey were interested in the unknown misfortunes

of a girl of ei^litfeii who could neither read nor write, to

whom all knowledi^i' and instruction were new, and who was

to earn for the Archhisliop the triumjih of having: t'onverled

a Jewess to ('atholieisni and L;ivin,i: the e<)nvent a festival in

her ha]itism. They for-:ave her her beauty, finding them-

srlvcs her superiors in education.

Kstlur vcrv soon caught the numners. the accent, the car-

riage and attitudes of these higlily-hred girls; in short, her

first nature reasserted it.self. The change was so complete that

on hi.- iirst visit Ilerrera was astonished— Herrera, wh.om

nothing in the world couid astonish as it would seem—and

the Mother Superior congratulated liim on his ward. Xever

in their exisleiue as teachers had these sisters met with a

more charming nature, more Christian meekness, true

modesty, nor a greater eagerness to learn. \Vlu>n a girl has

sutrered such mi>ery as luid overwhelmeil this jioor child, and

looks forward to such a reward as the Spaniard held out to

Ksther, it is hard if she does not realize the nnracles of the

early Church which the Jesuits revived in Paraguay.

"She is edifying,'" said the Superior, ki.-^sing her on the

brow.

And this essentially Catliolic word tells all.

In recreation hours I'lsther would ([uestion her companions,

but discreetly, as to the simplest nuilters in fashionable life,

which to her were like the iirsi strange ideas of life to a

child. When she heard that she was to be dresj^ed in white

on the day of her baptism and first Communion, that she

would wear a white satin tillet, white bows, white shoes, white

glo\ fs, anil white rosettes in her hair, she melted into tears,

to the amazement of her companions. It was the reverse of

the scene of Jephtha on the mountain. The courtesan was
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iil'raid (if h.iiij,^ uiidrr^tDod ; .-lir ascribed this dreadful de-
jcctiuu to tlu- j,n nith wliic li Aiv looked I'orward to the
function. A.< there is eertaiiily as wide a gulf between the
Ijahits .-he had f,'i\eii up and tlie hai)it.s t^he wa.< aecjuiring as
there is Itetweeii ihe savaj^e state and civilization, she had the
gract' and >iuiiili(ity and dr|.ih wiiicli distinguished (lie won-
derful iuToiiie ni the American Puritans. She had too, with-
out knowing It a love tlial was eating out her heart-
strange love, a de-ire more viok'Ut in her who knew every-
thing than it cm be in a maiden who knows nothing, though
the two forms of desire have the same cause, and the same
end in view.

During the first i'ew months the novelty of a secluded life,

the surprises of learning, the handiworks she was taught, tiie

practices of religion, tlu' fervency of a holy resolve, the gentle
alfections >he called forth, and the exercise of the faculties
of her awakened intelligence, all helped to repress her
nu'mory. even the effort she made to aopiire a new one, for
the had as nnieli to unlearn as to learn. There is more than
(Uie form of memory: the body and mind have each their
own; home-sickness, for instance, is a malady of the physical
memory. Thus, during the tiiird month, the vehemence of
this virgin soul, .soaring to Paradise on outspread wings, was
not indeed <iuelle(l. but fettered by a dull rebellion, of which
Ksther her.-elf did not know the cause. Like the Scottish
sheep, she wanted to pasture in solitude, she could not C(m-
quer the instincts begotten of debauchery.
Was it that the foul ways of the Paris she had abjured

-ere calling her back to them ? Did the chains of the hideous
habits she bad renounced cliig to her by forgotten rivets,
and was she feeling them, as old soldiers suffer still, the
surgecms tell us. in tlie limbs they have lost? Had vice and
excess so soaked into lier marrow that holy waters had not
yet exorcised ibe de\il lurking there:- Was' the sight of him
for wbom lier angrlje efforts were made, necessary to the
poor soul, whom (iud would surely forgive for mingling
luuuan and sacred love? (Jnc had "led to the other. Vas
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tluTc sotiio tranj-position of tlio vital force in luT involving

hir ill inevitable sull'eriii^'? I'"ver\ thing is doubtful and ob-

seure in a ease whieh seience scorns to study, ri'garding the

suhject as too iniiiioral and too coinproinisinfr, as if the

filu.-ician and the writer, the priot and the political student,

were not above all su>picion. However, a doctor who was

stopped liy di'ath had the courage to begin an investigation

which he left unlini>hed.

Perhaps the dark depression to which Esther fell a vietini,

and whieh cast a gloom over her happy life, was due to all

these causes; and jierhaps, unable as she was to suspect them

herself, she suffered as sick creatures suffer who know noth-

ing of medicine or surgery.

The fact is strange. Wholesome and abundant food in

the place of bad and inflammatory nourishment did not sus-

tain Esther. A j)ure and regular lit'i-, divided between recre-

ation and studies inti'iitionally abridged, taking the place of

a disorderly existence of which the pleasures and the pains

were eipially horrible, exhausted the convent-boarder. The

coolest rest, the calmest nights, taking the place of crushing

fatigue and the most torturing agitation, gave her low fever,

in which the common symptoms were imperceptible to the

nursing Sister's eye or finger. In fact, virtue and happiness

following on evil and misfortune, security in the stead of

anxiety, were as fatal to Esther as her past wretchedness

would have been to her young companions. JManted in cor-

niption, she had grown up in it. That infernal lioine still

had a hold on her, in s[)ite of the commands of a despotic

will. What she loathed was life to her, what she loved was

killing her.

Her faith was so anh'nt that her piety was a delight to

those about her. She loved to pray. She had opened her

spirit to the lights (d" true religion, and received it without

an effort or a doubt. The priest who was her director was

delighted with her. Still, at every turn her body resisted

the s])irit.

To please a whim of Madame de Maintenon's, who fed

I'
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<l"<'._u,;h .Mi-.-.ps fnn. ih,. n.vnl tiil.l., s.,m.c rarp were tr.kcn
"'" "' ' """l''y l'-'"l 111.

I
|.hi,r,| ,„ ,, inarl.lr l.nsm uf l.ri.Mil

<'l.'an_ wal.r. Tli.- ,,,,•,, |„.n^lir,|. 'l'|„. ;,niinMl. nii-h, |J
^ixvniwvd, l,„t ,n;,n ,. i,|,| ,„.;,,• mtV.i ilu.,,. with llic l,.pn,.v
"I llattcry. A .„nri„.r nn,ark,,| at \-.tsaillcs „n ihi. mute
rcsistaruv. '-'Nhv aiv lik.. nu." sn,l ihv umnnvncil ..uchti

;tlicy [unc r<ir ilipir ul.x-iiiv iinni;'

Tin's .^|i(mtIi cjiitdinizis I'Ntlirr's -torv.
At liiiHs th,. p.M.r -irl ua. .Irivcii lo run al)oiit tho spl(>n-

•iKl '-rnvrnt tranlrus: >lu. l,,,,.,.,,.,! (>,„„ fnv t„ tree .I,.-
ni>lH'.] into the ,lark,.>t nooks -sfvkini,'? What'^ She did
not k„„,,, i„„ ,|„. ,.,„

,., ,.,..,, ,„ „,„ ,,,,_^^^^^^. ^,^^ ^^^^_.^^| ^^^^

wor,i.. ,sn,n, tnn, .. ,„ ,|„. ,.v,.„i,,,^ .1,. stol,. alo,,.: ,„„i..r the
walks l,k,. ,, H.akr. without any shawl ov.t Iior han-
^'^houkkT,. Oft.n in.hapH. .hiring, l„.s,.rv„...>h..,vn,ain,, I

wilhlHT ryes Iix.mI ,,„ ilir CnKifiv. uu'HoA to tears; thr others
admired her; Imt sh,. was .ryin- with ra-e. Instea.l of Mir
NH-rrd Mna,,vs .h. hop,.! ,o mv. thoM. .hirin- nifrjits whm she
ha. ird son,,, or.iry a> lialHnr.k l-ads a I^retliovrn svn,nl,.,nv
af he ( on-.Tvatoin—ni^ht. ..f lani^hter an.l laseiviousn.-^
with vehement -estures, inevtin.irui-hahle laucrhter, rose I,,.-
fore her. fren.i...|. funou-. and hnitai. She was as mihi to
look upon as a vir-rin that Hin>rs to ..artli onlv l,v her woman's
^tiape; withm ra^'cd an imperial Mcssalina

"
"

She alone knew the s.^ivt of this stru,-le hetween the

;
- 1

'.nd the an,..|. Wh,.,, ,!„• Superior reproved her for
'.iMn- don.> her hair more fashionably than th.. rule of the
Jl<>u>e allowe.l, she altered it with prompt and heautiful suh-
"iissi.m; ^|„. would hav,. .ni li.r hair ..If if the Mother had
miuired ,t of h..r. Tins moral hom..-si,.knes. was trulv
pathetn. ,n a <,irl who would rath..- have perished than hav

.
tur, „, , ,,. .!ej„ ,s of impurity. She ^rew pal., and

It n.d an, ,Inn. '1 |„. Sup..rior .ave h.T shorter lessons,

ie, "it; . ;;

""'•'"•'^\'"~ "'^'^^"'•" ^- I-^r room to question
IH'. But Ksther wa. happv: .hr .njoved th.. soei..tv of h..r<-ompanu>ns; sh.. f.It no pain in anv vital part; still it w.

tl I Li
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vitality itself thnt was altackt'd. Slu' roprcttod nothing;

>hc waiili'd III ii hill;.'-. The Sii|icii()r. j)uzzlc(| hy luT iMianli-r's

answer.-, tlid not kimw what to think when -he saw iier pining

iindir cnnsiiiiiiiii: debility.

The d()(i(ir was called in when the girl's eondition >eom('d

serious; hut this doctor Ixiiew ;; )thiiig of Kstlier"- previous

life, and could not t;ue>s it ; hi' found every organ sound,

the pain (duld not lie localized. 'I"he invalid's replies wero
siK h as to upset every liypotliesis. There remained one way
of clearing up the learned man's douhts. which now lighted

on a friLditful .-uggestion ; hut Ksthor ohstinatcly refused to

submit to a medical e.\aniinati(Ui.

In this dilliculty the Superior apjiealod to the Ahhe
Herrera. The Spaniard came, saw that Ksther's condition

uas desperate, and look the physician aside for a moment.
After tlii.s confidential interview, the man of science told the

inan of faith that the only cure lay in a journey to Italy.

The Ahhe Mould not hear of such a journey before Ksther'a

baptism and iir-t Communion.
"How long will it he till then?" asked the doctor.

"A month." rcplieil the Su[)erior.

"She will he dead/' said the doctor.

"^ cs, but m a state of grace and salvation," said the
Abbe.

In Spain the religious question is supreme, alu.ve all

political, civil, (tr vital consider: 'ions ; so the pliv^ician did
not answer the Spaniard, lie turned to the .Mother Superior,
but the terrible Abbe took him by the arm and stopped
him.

"Xot a word, monsieur!'' said he.

The doctor, though a religious man and a ^fonarchist,
looked at Ksther with an expression of tender pity. The girl
wa> as lovely as a lily drooping on its stem.

"(old help her. then!" he exclaimed as he went awav.
On the very day of this consultation, Ksther was taken hy

lier protector to the Rocher dc Canrah, a famous re-iaiiraiit.

for his wish to save her had suggested strange expedients to

i
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the priest. Flo tried ihc .tr,, t ,,f two i.yc.fjsos—an ('x<'<'Il..nt
fiiniMT. which riii^hl rniiin.l ihr |,n.,r chihl uf pji^t or^'i.-s;
and th<. op.Tii, whi.h u.MiM lmvc her miiid v,im.- inui^'rs of
woridiiness. Ili< ,|,>|,.,iir aiithnritv was n.Td..<l to tcttipt tho
younj? saint to sii.h proianat inn. Hcrnra dis^ruiscd hiiii.sclf
pocir.rtually as a iriilitarv man. that Kslh.T hardly r.'<o^r„iz,.,l
him: he took care i.. iniki his (oiripanioii wear a wif. and
put her in a ho\ whrrv -he wa- hidden from ail eyes.

'Phis [.alliatiw. uhhh had no ri-ks for innoconce so sin-
cerely re-ained, soon lost its elfeet. The convent-hoarder
view.'.l her prolretorV dinn.^rs with disj,Mist, had a reli^dous
aversion for the theatre, and rela|)sed into nielaneholv.
"She is dyiiii: nf love for Liieien." said Ilerrera to him-

self; he had wanted to sonn.l the d<'pths of thi« «o'il, and
know liow much could he exacted from it.

So the moment (ame when the poor child was no lonper
upheld hy moral force, and the hodv was ahout to hreak
down. Tlie priest ealeulated tho time'with the hideous prac-
tical sapi.Mty formerly shown hy executioners in the art of
torture. If,, found Ins prote;ree in tho ^'arden, sittinj.' on a
bench under a trellis on which the .April sun fell ^'entTv: sho
Fcemcd to he cold and trvin- to warm herself; her companions
h'oked with interest at her f.allor as of a faded plant, her
eyos like those of a dvin<: eaz,.|l,.. her drooi.in^r attitude.
Ksther rose and went to meet the Spaniard with a lassitude
that show..,! how little life there was in her, and. it may
he added, how little .are to live. This hapless outcast, this
wild and wounded swallow, moved Carlos ilerrera to com-
passion for the second time. The frloomv minister, whom
(.od should have employed only to carrv out His revenges
received the sick -jH ,vj|h a smile, which expressed, indeed'
as nuHh lnnenie>s as >weetne.ss. as much venjjean.c as
chanty. K-ther, practised in meditaticm. and used to revul-
sions of f^.,.lin,>r since she had led this almost monastic life,
felt ..n her pan. t^r the se.ond time, di.strust of her pro-
tector; hut, as on the former occasion, his speech reassured
her.

if

•u..*.
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"W' 11. my f]<ar cliiM," said lif, "and why have you ncTer

"I |irii!i:iM(l ymi," -in' -nul. ^hiiildcrinj^ convulsivfly from
licad tip f'«'* ; "I swuif tn yen tli.it I uo\ild ni'Vor hrcathe his

IliUllO."

.\ii'l yet yon Iimvc ii..t cci-cii to think of him."

"TliMt. monsieur, is I'lf rily fault I have cnmmitted. I

think uf hiiii ah ;i\>; and just as yoii came, 1 was suyiug his

iiann' til m\ -• f,"

"Ah-nicc is killing' ynu ?"

K.~tln r"s un!\ an«vM r was to Iian;; Iht head as the sick do
who iilrci'ly ><('nt the hfcath of the ;;rave.

"If yini ci.uid Ml' him ''"'
said he.

"It would he lifi''" she cried.

"And (!u HI think of him only sjiiritiially ?"

"Ah, mon-ienr. Iom- ciinnot he disserted
!"

"Child (if an aeenrscd race I I iiavc (h)no everythinpf to

save you : I send you hack to your fate.—You shall see him
a;,'ain."

"Why in-nlf my ha]ii>iiicss? Can I not love Luiien and be

virtuous? Am I not ready to die here for virtue, as 1 should
he ready to die fur himy .\m I not dyinfr for these two
fanaticisms— for virtue, which was to make me worthy of

him. and for him who fluiiLr me into the einhrace of virtue?

^ e-. and ready to die without ticeiii},' him or to live hy seeing

him. (;od is my .ludfre."

'!'he color had mounted to her face, her whiteness had
recovered its amher warmth. Esther looked beautiful aj,'ain.

"The day after that on which you are washed in the waters
of haptism you shall see Lucien ome more; and if you think
you can live in virtue by living for him, you shall part no
more."

The priest was ohliged to lift up Ksther. whose knees failed

her; the poor child dropped as if the ground had slipped
from iiniler her feet. The Abb/' seated her on a bench; and
when -he could speak again she asked him:
"Why not to-day ?"

"Do you want to rob Mon.seis^neur of the triumnh of vour
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baptism and convcrnon ? You are too dose to Liicien not to
1)0 far from (iod."

'"Yes, 1 was not t!iinkiii<r "

"You will never he of any relirrion," said the priest, with
a touch of the dccju^st irony.

"(Jod is pood." said slic; "He can read niv lieart."
Conquered liy the e.\(iui?ite aiih\-^siiess that shone in her

l<)ok. In- luT t.iiic of voice, her attitude and gestures, TIerrera
kissed licr on the fonhead for the first time.

'•^our libertine friend> named vou well; vou would be-
witch Cod (li.> F.ither.— .\ few davs more must pass, and
th(>n you will hi.Oi he free."

"BoUi!" she echoed ill an ec.-tasy of joy.
This scene, eh-erved fmni a distance, stniek pupils and

enpenors alike; they fancied ihev had looked .ui at a miracle
ns they compared INflier wilh h.T.self. She wis completely
changed; she was alive. She reappeared her natural self,
all love, sweet, co-iueltish, playful, and gav; in short, it was
a re-nrreetion.

Herrera lived in the Rue Cassette, near Saint-Sulpice the
church to which he was attached. This building, hard' and
stern in stylo, suited this Spaniard, who.^e <liscipline was that
of the Dominican.^. .\ lost son of Ferdinand Vll.'s astute
policy, he devoted him.^clf to the cause of the constitution,
know;i|M- tl,;it this devotiiui could never lie rewarded till the
re.~toration of the A'-;/ nctto. Carlos Herrera had thrown him-
svli body and s,mi1 into the Vamarilla at the moment when
the ( ortes seemed likely to stand and hold their own. To the
world this conduct seemed to i)roclaiiu a superior soul. The
IMic d'.\n-r,uleine"s expedition had been carried out, King
lenimand was ci the throne, and Carlos Herrera did not
go to claim the reward of his services at Madrid. Fortified
ac-ainst

( iinositv by his diplomatic taciturnity, he assigned
as his reason f,,r remaining in Paris his strong affection for
Lucicn de I.'uIh nipre, to which the vountr man already owed
the King's patent relating to liis change of name.

' "-^mkm
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Tlcnvrn lived vcrv ()l)scur<'lv. as pri.'sts cmplnyod on secret

,„j.sioii. Ini.liliniuiHv live. Hi' fulfill"'! Ins rolifjious duties

;it Siiiiit-SuljMcr. never went out Imt on l.usiness and then

aft.T dark, aixl in a liaekney cat). His day was filled np

with a -ie^*a in tlie Spanish fashion, which arranges for sleep

h.lwecu the two chief meals, and so occupies the hours when

Paris is in a l.usv turmoil. The Spanish ci<iar also played its

part, and consu'med time as w.'ll as tohacco. r.a/.iness is

a ina-k as ^'ravitv is. and that ajzain is laziness.

llernra lived on the second floor in one wing of the house,

.ind Lucien oecujiifMl the other wing. The two apartments

were separated and joined !)y a large reception room of

;,nti(iue maL'nificence. suitahle eipuilly to the grave priest

;m(l to the voung poet. The courtyard was gloomy; large,

thick trees .iiaded the garden. Silence and reserve are always

f,,tind in the dwellings chosen hy priots. Ilerrera's lodging

inav he descrihed in one word—a cell. LucienV, splenihd

with luxurv, and furnished witli every refinement of com-

fort, comhined everything that the elegant life of a dandy

,|,.,„.„„]^_a poet, awriter, amliitious and dissii 'd, at once

vain and vainglorious, \itterly heedless, and yet wishing for

order, one of those incomplete geniuses who have some power

to wish, to conceive—which is perhaps the same thing—hut

no power at all to execute.

These two, Lucien and llerrer.., formed a hody politic.

'I'his. no douht, was the secret of their uiii<ui. Old men in

>\!iom the activities of life have heen uprooted and trans-

planted to the sphere of interest, often feel the need of a

j. leading in.-irument, a young and impassioned utor, to carry

(lit their schemes. Hichelieu, too late, found a handsome

pale face with a young moustache to ca>l in the wav of women

v.hom he wanted to amuse. Misunderstood hy gitldy-pated

\niin<:er men, he was com))elled to hanish his master's mother

and terrify the (^leen, after having tried to make each

tV.il in love with him, though he was not cut out to he h)ved

iiy (pieeiis.
"

Do what we will, always, in tiie course of an ainhitious life.

ij-

'

w.^z^m^a/HS
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"""'^"^ -"'' •' |>"liti(i.l man inav bo, he al-

-»».,.„,,, „,„„, ,„„„„„, „„;';j;;, ,;;•','-::,;:'-

';;;:,,
"",."•;'':. "- 'i^'t „f i,i,,„.ii,.„, '"f;„^ ;

M.V r ",
'""''' ""*"<'' ""'"' liK-stionH or mr,H,,r,.

SCO 1 ntl„„s „( , ,„ „,„|,„„„, „,|,i,,|,

ban' whHh'TTr
"'!'' ^^"^'™'^ reappearance at the op.ra

'ad not u,sh,.(i to s,.o him till he should have fully armh.m a,a,nsnu. ^^

pui.il M-i. r-n-r
'

,

" '".'^ f<m's,;:ht was ustified; hisPU}..1 M... (ainrd away i,y dissipation; he thought it neces-

II
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eary to effect some diversion in the frenzied passion for

KstluT that the youn^' man still cherisliod in his heart. After

sjiending something like forty thousand francs, every folly

had hrought T.ucicn hack with increased eagerness to La

Torjiilie; he searclied for her persistently; and as he could

not ilnd her, she heeame to him vhat game is to the sports-

man.

Could llerrera understand the nature of a poet's love?

When once this feeling has nutunted to the hrain of one

of these great little men, after firing his heart and aiisorbing

his senses, the poet l)ecomes as far superior to humanity

through love as he already is through the power of his

imagination. A freak of intellectual heredity has given him

the faculty of expressing nature l)y imagery, to which he

gives the stamp hoth of sentiment and of thought, and he

lends his love the wings of his s]iirit ; he feels, and he paints,

he acts and meditates, he multiplies his sensations hy thought,

present felicity becomes threefold through aspiration for

the future and memory of the past ; and with it he mingles

the ex(juisite delights of the soul, which make him the prince

of artists. Then the poet's ])assion becomes a line poem in

which human ])roportion is often set at nought. Does not

tiie poet then place his mistress far higiu-r than women crave

to sit? Like the sublime Knight <•( la ]\Iancha, he trans-

figures a peasant girl to be a princess. He uses for his own
behoof the wand witii whicli lie touches everything, turning

it into a wonder, and thus enhances the pleasure of

loving by the glorious glamour of the ideal.

Such a love is the \ery essence of passion. It is extreme

in all things, in its hopes, in its despair, in its rage, in its

melancholy, in its joy; it tlies, it leai)s, it crawls; it is not

like any of the emotions known to ordinary men; it is to

everyday love what the perennial Alpine torrent is to the

lowland brook.

Those si)iendid geniuses are so rarely understood that

they spend themselves in hopes deceived ; they are exhausted

by the search for their ideal mistress, and almost always

m
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(lie like ;:orircoii.s insects s|il(iiili(IIy Jidonicd for tlieir love-

festival l)_v the most ]ii)i'iic.il (.1' iiatureV inventions, and
cruslied nndcr the foot of a iia.-ser-by. P>ut tliere i> anoliier

dan;xer! Wiien they meet witii the form that answers to

their soul, and whieh ]iot inifre(|iiently i- tlial of a haker's

wife, tliey ih) as Ifajihad did, as t!ie l)eaiitii'iil insect does,

thev die in tlie Fornarina's arms.

Liicien was at tliis ]iass. His poetical temperament, ex-

cessive in all thiii^>. in j^ood as in evil, had discerned the

angel in this u'irl, who was tainted liy corruption rather than
corrupt; he always saw her white, winged. ])ure. and mys-
terious, as she had made herself for him. unden-ianding that

he would have her so.

Towards the end of tl;e month of May IH-^.") Lucien had
lost all his good spirits; he never went out. dined with
Hcrrera, sat pensive, worked, read volumes of diplomatic
treaties, ^(puitled 'i'urkish-fashion on a divan, and smoked
three or four hookahs a day. His groom had ii :>re to do in

cleaning and perfuming the tubes of this noi)le pipe than
in (urrying and brushing down the horses" coats, and dress-

ing Ihdii with eo(kades for driving in the Bois. As ~oon as

the Spaniai'd saw Lucien ]iale, and detected a malady in the
frenzy of sup]>res.-ed pa>.-i()i). he determined to read to the
bottom of {]\i< inan"s lieai't on which he founded his life.

Ono line eveniiiL;-, when Lucien, jouiiuiug in an armchair,
was mechanically contemplating the hue- of the setting sun
through the trees in the garden, blowing up the mist of
scented -moke in slow, regular clouils, as pensive smokers
are wont, he was roused from his reverie Ijy heariii"; a deep
sigh. He turned and saw the Abbe standing by him with
i'oldcd arms.

'•You ire there I" said the poet.

'•For some time."' said the priest, "my thoughts have been
follo\,ing the wide sweep of yours."' Lucien understood his

meaning.
'| have never afT>(icd to have an iron nature such as yours

is. To me life is by lurns ])aradise and hell: when by chance
it is neither, it bores me: and 1 am bored

'"

Ii

^.U„
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"TTow can you l)e Ijored ulnii you havo such >pk'n(li(l pros-

pect:- before you ?"

"If I liave iin t'ailli ill those jirospocts, or if they are too

mu( h shrou(l<il
':"

'i>() not lalk noiiM'i said ilic pri(>st. "It wouhl be far

more worlliy of vnii and nf me ihat you >hould nj)en \our

licarl til inc. There is now that lietucen ns wiiieh iiu;,'hi never

In have cninc lictween ii—a sei-rct, 'I'lii.- secret has subsisted

for sixteen ni'inths. You are in love."

".\nil what then?"

"A foul iHi>sv called La Ton)ille
"

"Well r-
''.My hoy. I fold you you ndfrlit have a mistros?, but a vro-

nian of rnrd<. pretty, yoiin.i:. infincntial. a Countess at least.

i hail cho,-en Madame iTK-iiard for you, to make her the

instrninent <if your furlune witlnnit scrupk' ; for she would

ni'ver have perverted your heart, she wnuld liavo h'ft you

free.—To love n prostitute of the lowest class when you have

not. like kiuLTs. the power to f^ivc her high rank, is a monstrous

blunder."'

''.\nd am I the first man who has ronoimocd ambition to

follnw the lead id" a boundless passion?"'

"(ioodi" said the priest, stooping to pick up the mouth-
])iii c lit' the hoiikah which l.ueien had dropped on the floor.

"I understand the retort. Cannot love and ambition be

reconciled? Child, ynu have a mother in old Ilcrrera—

a

mother who is wholly devoWHl to you
"

"I know it, old friend."" said liUcien, taking his hand and
shaking it.

'"You wished for the toys of wealth; you have them. You
wont to shine; I am gidding you into the paths of ])ower, I

kis- very dirty hands to secure your advancement, and you
will uet on. .\ little while yet ami you will lack nothing

of what can charm man or woman. Though etTeminate in

your (iipriees. your intellect is manly. I have dreamed all

thmgs of you; I forgive you all. ^'ou have only to speak to

have your epheiuerai {)assious gratiliod. I have aggrandized

I I
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your life by introducing into it tluit which makes it de-

Hghtful tf) iriost ji('o|ik—the j^lamp of political inllucnce and
dominion. You v.iii iio as jjrcat as you now are small; but
wc must not liroak the machine l)y which wc coin money. I

grant you all you will except in;,' such blunders as will destroy

your future prospects. Winn I can open the drawinj:r-room3

of the Fauljourg Saint-(!crmain to you, 1 fori)id your wallow-

ing in the gutter. Lncien. I mean to he an iron stanchion

in your interest ; I will cmhire everything from you, for you.

Thus I Iiave tran>formed your lack of tact in the game of

life into the shrewd stmke of a skilful plaver
"

T-uci(>n looked up witli a start of furious impetuosity.

"I carried off La Torpille!"

"You ?" cried Lucicn.

Ill a fit of animal rage the poet jumped up, flung the
jeweled mouthpiece in the ]iricsl*s face, and pushed him with
such violence as to throw down that strong man.

"I," said the Spaniard, getting np and preserving his ter-

rible gravity.

ilis hlack wig had fallen o(?. .\ bald skull, as shining as

a death's-head, showed the man's real countenance. It was
appalling. Lucien sat on his divan, his hands hanging limp,

overpowered, and gazing at the Abbe with stupefaction.

"I carried her off," the priest repeated.

"What did you do with her? You took her away the day
after the opera ball."

"Yes, the day after T had seen a woman v,ho belonged to

you insulted by wretches whom I would not have con-

descended to kick downstairs."

"Wr.tchesl" interrupted Lucien, "say rather monsters,
compared with whom tJiose who are guillotined are angels.

Do you know what the unhappy Torpille had done for three

of them? One of thera was her lover for two months. She
was poor, ami picked up a living in the gutter; he had not a
60U ; like me, when you rescued me, h'» was very near the river;

this follow would get up at night and go to the cupboard where
the girl kept the remains of her dinner and eat it. At last

11

?i'^
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pile (lisrnvprf'd tlio Iriok; she undor^tood the shameful thing,

•,\U'] tnnk enre to leiive a .irreat dciil ; then stio \va^ liappy. Rho

ni'vcr told any one hut nie, that ni^rht, coming home from

till' opera.

"Tlif s((()n(l had stolen some money: hut })ofore the theft

wa- t'oniid out. she h'nt him the sum. which he was cnahled

to rrphuc, and whicli lie ahvavs forgot to repay to the poor

cliild.

"A'^ to the third, she made Iiis fortune by playing out a

farce worthy of Figaro's genius. She passed as his \\-ifc and
liccame the niistres> of a man in power, who helievcd her to

lie the mr)st iiiuoient of good citizens. To one she gave life,

tn another honor, to the third fortune—what does it all count

for to-day? .\nd this is how they reward her!"

"Woidd you like to see them dead?" said Herrera, in whose
eyes there wer(> tears.

"Come, that is just like you ! I know you by that
"

"Xay. hear all, raving poet," said the priest. "La Torpille

is no more."

Lucieii ilew at Flerrera to seize him hy the throat, with

siK h violence that any other man must have fallen hack-

wards: hut the Spaniard's arm held off his assailant.

"Comr, listi'D." said he cohlly. "I have made another

woman of her. chaste, ])ure. well hred, religious, a perfect

lailv. She is hcing educated. She can. if she may. under
the influence of your love, become a Xinon, a Marion Delorme,
a ilu IJarry. as the jouriuilist at the o])era hall remarked.
Vou may proclaim her your unstress, or you may retire be-

himl a curtain of your own creating, which will be wiser.

ily rither method you will gain profit and pride, pleasure

II 111! advancement ; but if you are as great a politician as you
arc a poet, Ksther will lie no more to you than any other
wninan of the town ; for. later, perhaps she may help us out
of (lillieulties; she is worth her weight in gold. Drink, but
do not jret tipsy.

'"If 1 had not held the reins of your passion, where would
you he now? Rolling with La Torpille in the slough of
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misorv from wliioh I .Jrn^'irod yon. I Fen-, road this." said
Trcrr.Tii. MP sinij.Iy !is Tnlinn in .V,,ni;„s, wlneh he liaci never
scon.

.\ -iKct rif p.'ipcr wiH l.ii,] 0,1 tlif poft's knoos iinrl startled
Mini from the re-insy iind -^iirpri-e witli which ho had Ii-ten,d
to (his nstoundinrr .pech : ho took it, and read the first letter
written \>y Mjidomoisello Km her:

To Monsinir TAhhe Carina Hrrrpra.

"AfY m-Ai! I'ltoriTToj!.—Will yon not suppo.«e that .orati-
tndo i.« stroniror in mo than love, when yon see that th.'^ first
u.<o I make of the pow.T of (>\pressin!r mv thouirhts is to thank
you. instead of dovorin-r it to ponrinp forth a passion that
Liioion Ikis p..rh;ip< fnr-oiton. But I-, von, divine man I
can SM\ what I >lioiihl not .hire to tell him. who, to mv i'ov
still olinirs to rarth.

^'

"^ istord.iyV o.Tiriiony has tilled mo with troa.snrop of
prare. and 1 place my late in vonr han.ls. Kvon if 1 must
die far away from my l.olovod, 1 shall die puritied like the
.Ma<rdaion. and my soul will become to him the rival of his
,i,niardian an-ol. Can f over foriret vesterdav's festival'
How could 1 wish to ahdieato the orjorions throne to which I
wa.s raised? Yesterday I washed awav every stain in the
waters of baptism. an<l received th.^ Sacred Bo<lv of my Ue-
deemer:

[ am become one of His tabernacles. At" that
moment I h.'ard tlie son-rs of an.L'ols, I was more than a wo-
man, was born to a life of lio-ht amid the acclamations of
the who!.. <.arth. admiroc by tiie world in a cloud of incense
and prayers that wore intoxioatinp. adorned like a vircrjn for
the Ho.ivoiijy .Spouse.

"

"Thus liiKlin- myself worthy of Lueien. which I had never
hofied to bo. I abjured impure love and vowed to walk only
in the paths ,,f virtu.., If ,„y Hrsh is weaker than mv spirit
let It porish. P... the arbitor nf my destiny : and if I 'die, tell
Lucieu that I died to him when 1 was horn to God."

\XJL^
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Lucii'ii Inokt'd up jit till' Al)l)t' with eyes full of tears.

'•^'(iii kiiiiw ilii' niDiiis fat Caroliiu' llcilcfi'iiilir had. in the

Kill 'I'ailhniii.'" the Spaniard raid. "Tlic pooi- t-ffaturo. cast

iitr l)_v her nia;:istratc. ua^ in tlic jinatist poVLTty: .-lie was

uIhmiI In l)c Mild up. 1 hou^dit ilk' placr all >taiidin^, and she

iiiiiud nut with hiT clothe.-. I'lsther. thi' an^'cl who a.-<pired

l(> iii:i\.ii. !ia> ali;.ditcd lluTf. and is waiting' for you."

At tills iiiiiint lit Lucicn heard hi> horses pawinjf the ground

in ilic coiirtyani ; hi' was incapalile of e.\pres>ini; his adniira-

lidii \''<r a devotion which he alniir could appreciate; he threw

limiself into the arms of the man he had insulted, made
amends for all liy a look and tlie speechless elfusion of his

fii!ini:s. Then he tlew downstairs, cnnlided Esther's ad-

dn~> to liis tiirerV ear, and the horses went off as if their

master's passion had lived in their legs.

The next ilay a man, who hy his dros3 might have been

mistaken hy the passers-hy for a geiularmo in di.-Jgiii.'^c. was
pa>siiig the Rue Taitijout, opposite a house, as if he were

waiting for <ome one to come out ; he walkeil with an agitated

air. ^'ou will often see in I'aris such vehement jiromenaders,

real gendarmes watching a recalcitrant National Guardsman,
hiiilills taking steps to etl'ect an arn st, creditors planning a

trick on the dehtor who has shut himself in, lovers, or jealous

and sus|)icious lmsi)ands. or friends doing sentry for a friend ;

liut rarely do you me( t a face portending such coarse and
titrcc thoughts as animated that of the gloomy and powerful

man who paced to and fro iiiuler .Mademoiselle Kslher's win-

dows with the i)roo(ling haste of a hear in its cage.

At noon a window was opened, and a maid-servant's hand
was put out to push liack the ])ad<led shutters. A few rnin-

utf- later. Esther, in her dressing-gown, came to breathe the

air. leaning on Lucien ; any one who saw them might have
taken them lor the originals of some pretty English vignette.

Ksthcr was the first to recognize the basilisk eyes of the

Spanish priest : and the poor creature, stricken as if she had
been shot, gave a cry of horror.
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siiiil sill', poiritin^r him out"There is th;it ternl.le piie

to liiicicri.

"He!" -aid l.iKien. smiling, "he is no luore n priest than
you arc."

"What then:-'" she said in alarm.
"Why, an old villain who helievcs in nothing hut the

devil," said Lucieii.

'I'liis li^'lit ihniun on the sham priest's secrets, if revealed
to any one less devoted than Ksther, might have ruined Lueien
for eviT.

As liiey w. nt along the (orri<lor from their hedroom to
the diiiing-nw.tii. where their hreakfast was served, the lovers
niet ('arlo> lierrera.

"What have you come heri' for?" said Liioi(;n roughly.
"To hless you," replied the audaeious scoundrel, stopping

the pair and detaining ihem in the little ilrawing-room of the
fipartment. "Listen to me, my j)retty dears, .\muse your-
si'lves, ho happy—well and good I Thipjjiness at any price
is my motto.— Hut you." he went on to Ksther, "you whom
I dragged from the mud, and have soaped down hody and
soul, you surely do not dream that you ean stand in Lucien's
way y—As for you. my hoy," he went on after a pause, look-
ing at T-ueien, "you are no longer poet enough to allow vour-
sel? another Coralie. This is soher prose. What ean be
«loiie with Ksther's lover? Nothing. Can Esther become
Madame 'li' IJnlwimiirii^'

"Well

making her shiver as if .some serpent had wound itself round
her. "the world must never know of your existence. Above
all, the world must never know that a certain Mademoiselle
Ksther loves Lueien, and that Lueien is in love with her.
These rooms are your prison, my ])igeon. If you wish to go
out—and your liealth will re(}uire it—you must take ex-
ercise at night, at hours when you cannot i)C seen; for your
youth and hcauty, and the .-tyle you have acquired at the Con-
vent, would at once he observed in I'aris. 'j'he day when
any one in tiie world, whoever it be," he added in an awful

de [{uhempre? So.

mv child," said he. laying his hand on Ksther's, and

Uik.,
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voice, -('cniulcd liy an awful Ino! , "liarn^; that Lucion is your

|ii\tT, III' that vnu are liis mistress, that day will be ymir last

Ijui (iiie "11 larth. 1 have proc \ire(l that boy a patent per-

iiiiiiiii;: him tu iii'ar the iia le and arms td' his maternal an-

((-tni-. Still, this is not all; we ha\e not yet recovered the

till.' (J Maninis; and to p:t'l ii. he must marry .. girl of

;:iMid family, in who-e favor the Kinj: will ;:rant this distinc-

ihiii. Siieii an alliance will ;:ct i.iicien on in the \vo;.d anil

at Court. This hov, of whom 1 have made a man, aIII be

firri Secretary to an Kmhassy; later, he shall he Minister at

MiiiM- (lerman ('()nrt, and <iod, or I—better still—helping

him. hi' will take hi!» seat some day on the beneh reserved for

Lucien be' an. in-

peers-

''Or on the bench reserved for-

terrnplintr the man.

"Hold your tongue!" cried Carlos, laying his broad hand

on I.ucien's mouth. "Would you tell su; h a s'HTct to a

woman?" he muliered in his ear.

"Kstherl A woman I" cried the poet of Lrs Mar(juerites.

"Still inditing sonnets!"' said the Spaniard. "Nonsense!

Siiontr or I iter all these angels nla]>se into being women,

and iverv woman at moments is a mixture of a monkey and a

child, two creatures who can kill us for fun.— Ksther, my
jewel." said he to the terrified girl. '"! have secured as your

waiting-maid a creature who is as much mine as if she were

my daughter. For your cook, you shall have a mulatto wo-

Tiian. which gives style to a house. With Hurope and Asie

you can live here for a thousand-franc note a month like a

ipmn—a stage queen. Kurope has been a dressmaker, a

milliner, and a stage super: .\sio has cooked for an epicure

Mihird. These two women will serve you like two fairies."

Seeing I>ucien go completely to ib.e wall before this man,
who was guilty at least of sacrilege and forgery, this woman,
sanctified by her love, felt an awful fear in the depths of her

heart. She made no reply, but dragged Lucien into her

ntotii, and asked him:
"Is he the devil?"
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''lie i> f,ir \wir-(' in im'"' lir vclirmcntlv ri'plicd. *'P.iit

if vou li'vc me. irv tn iinilalr iIimi miin's (Iimiuoh to iiu'. and

()\)VV llilll "11 (Kiitl nf ilciltti ' - —

"

"Of d.iiili'" -111' i\cl;iini. .1. iiKPiv friizlitcncd tlian fvcr.

"Of dcalli." rr|.c:itr.l Liuicii. "Alas I mv ilarlitij:. no

flrntli foiild Im' cuini'and willi that uliicli would bit'iiU nif

if
"

I'lstliiT turned pale at iii- \vnrd<. and fflt li('r-:<"1f fnintinL',

"Will, ui'll." I ri'd I'lc ^aifilt-iniH forL'iT, "havt! you not

vt't >i)i'It out y uir dai-y-pclal- ?"

K.-tliir and i.iiciin laiiic out, and the poor j,'irl, not dar-

ing: to look at the niyslcriou-; man, said:

"Villi -lial! lie iilirvid a- (iod is nlicycd, inon<iour."

"(inod." >aid he. "Ynu may he very happy for a time,

and villi uill ncril only ni;.ditLro\vns and wrappers—tliat will

he very ivonomical."

'I'lic two liivirs went -in towards the dininL'-rooni, but

Lu( iiii's jiatron ^iirnod to the [irctty pair to stop. And thoy

stopped.

"I have just lieon tnlkin<x of your scrvantsJ. my child," .said

ho to Kstlier. "I mu^t introduce tlieni to you."

The Spaniard ran;: iwiee. Tlio women he had called

Kuropi' and .\-ic lame m. and it was at once easy to see the

reason of tlie-e names.

Asie. who looked as if she uiifrht have been born in the

Island of .lava, showed a face to scare the eye. as flat as a

l)oard, with the copper complexion peculiar to Malays, with

a nose ,hat looked as if it had been driven inwards bv some

violent ]iressure. The -iranu'e confortiiation of the maxillary

bones irave the lower jiart of (his face a resiinblance to that

of the larL'er species of apes. The limw. tiioULrli ^lopiii-. «a-

not (leficieiii in intelli<:ence ])roduced by habits of cunning.

Two fierce little eyes bad the calm ii.vity of a timer's, but they

never looked you straiirht in the face. Asie seemed afraid

lest ^he nii^'ht iirrify peo]de. Her lips, a dull bUie, were

jiartcd n\cr prmiiineTit teeth of dax/.lint: whiteness, hut prown

across. The leadiiiir expression of this animal countenance

* ;. 'Jsij--

'

'' '••'<
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wns oni' of iiMMiinosf*. IUt Mack ii.iir, >lr;iii;ht iind ;:n'iis>-

lookiu;: lik" li'i- skill, lav in two ^illllill.L' l>aiii|-. fcrmiii;,' un

cL'. 1,1 .1 \(r\ Ii.iiKlsiiiiir -ilk liaii'Ikirriiift". II. r ciir- wcro

rciiiarkalih |intlu and jra.id \, iili iw.i laru''' dark pearls.

Small. >linrt. and .-.jnat, A-ic Lore a likmcss in the jirotOMjue

fi;.Min- llii' Cliinc-c !o\f \n jiaml nn -crciii-, ur. niurc '•\:\i- ly,

lo the llindiMi idnl- ivliicli -fiin to I'C imitated I'ntin some

ni'iicM-lfiit {\\>f. rnuitd. ni\<rllu'l(''S, now and a;;a!n by

traveler?. Kstlier slniddered as she looked at t'li- nion-

-tro.-it\. die.-M'd out in a white apron over a ^tulF irown.

"Asie.'" said the Spaniard, to uhom the woman looked

up with a p'stiiro that can only he compared lo llml of a

do;: to its master, "this is ymir mistress."

,\ii(l he pointed to E>ther in her wrapper.

Asie looked at the yoiini: fairy with an almost distressful

expression; hut at tho same moment a tlasli, half hidden be-

tween her thick, short eyelashes, shot like an incendiary spark

at Liicien. who. in a manrnidcent dressin.ir-.irown thrown open

over a fine Holland linen shirt ami red trousers, with a

t'ez on his i:cad, henoath which his fair hair fell in thick

( urls. pn sentod a podlike ap|)earance.

Italian penius (oidd invent the tale of Othello; Knplish

j:enius coidd put it on the stape; hut Nature alone reserves

the power of throwing into a sinirle irlanee an expn^ssion of

jealousy ,<rrander anil more eomjilete than l-lnuland and Italy

together could imagine. This look, .^een liy Ksther. made
her clutch the Spaniard hy the arm, setting her nails in it

as a cat sets its claws to save itself from falling into a gulf

of which it cannot see the bottom.

The Si)aniard spoke a few words, in some unfamiliar

tongue, to the .Asiatic nion>ter. who crept on her knees to

Ksther's feet and kissed them.

'•She is not merely a good cook/" said llerrera to Ksther;

"slie is a past-master, and might make (,'areme mad with

jealousy. Asie can do everything hy way of ((Miking. She

will turn you out a simple dish of iieans that will maki- you

wonder whether the angels have not come down to add some
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iKTh fr.,,,, lK„v,.n. S|„. »,|| ,., ,„ „„,,<,., h.Mvolf ,.vorv morn-n^.-nlMa hketlK.,l,.v,l lH.,s, ,.,,,, l,i„.s at, he lowest

Mill lu.p you to ,.,v,. ..|!V,, ,„ ,i,is li.,i„n, for ^h. is one of

;;;•" '";^77"'---"'-"-'-"fam„.tio„.li,vthey
P^.- Hu, I 'ion.„.,v.,. ,h:,tyo„.ho„M.i,. voursolf
out to l,r

;, t„n.|i;„,T.- Knrnp,, wll;lt ,ln vou >..|y-"
"

Kuroi»,. u;,s .-, [..rlV.t .•oiur.Ki to Ah,'., r„r '.I,,. -,vas the
Hrn.rt,.st w.itm^M.un,! ,l,.-.t Monn.s. ...uld hau- h..pocl to see

Ir ; V;"'; ""V
"""'• '""' " ^'""'f "'*^"-

'•"•••^P""^ <"'''"tuns

of an. I,f,, ,1,, .nlMalthy .o.nple.xion of a girl f.,] „n raw
•Pl-lrs lymphatic hn, sn,.-wy, soft hut tenacious. On. littleoo was so, foru-ar.1. h.r han,ls w.re in h.r apn.n-poek ts!m.l she h.|.o,o,l n,...santly without n.oving. frota sh,.r e^•c» ot hv,.|„n>.s (,ris..tt.. an.l .fago M.por, in spit, of h^romh sh.mu.t iKue tried n,any tra.K.s.\\s t-ull of .Vilas

.
n/cn ..Ia,|..!onn,.ttc.s put to..,hc.r. she midit have rol.hedluT {.arents. and >at on tl,o henc-h of a pohVe-eourt

tlH flr't't'l""'-"!'^;
''"' "" '^""^' '"' ">'"'""^'>lv from

IH hrn
. „ ,leM.erul,.,l ,n a >tra>.lit line fr.^n Loeusta: whilel-"rope illedyou with uiieasin.ss. wlnVh couM not fail to in-

<Teas.. the more you ha,l to do with her; ]„,. eorrnption
j-een,.l ...ndless. You felt that she eould set theS

' .Ma.lanu. nu-rht .say she had eo.ne from Valenciennes,"
..Id kurope m a pree.se I.ttl.. vo.ee. "I was horn there-l
_!--psn..nH..ur. .headd,.d

_J-|1
1- -od

.

no„,h to s,y what nanu. iH. prop,.ses to .ne to

••M..;i:im,. ^a^ IJo^se, k." the Spaniard put in, reversin<x
.|-
1- s iiaine -Ma an,,. . a Jeuess, a native of Holland

,.""'"" "' ' ""'-''ant, .,„d .Mill,.rinir from a liwr-eom
l>Jnn.. -mnuted in ..ava. Xo ,reat fortune-not to .:i

it
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'I'Ji<in;:h to live on—— 1.\ llinii-.-nid f nines ar ; iind \vc

sliail 'niiiiilaiii (>r luT .--linLMiio.-
?"' said Kuro;..

'•'I'liat i> llu' thiiiL'." >aiil the Siiaiiini'l. illi a Imw.

'•\ou liiiil).- (tf Satan I" he went (Ui. catchin;: .'\sn' and I'Airope

cxclianL: iir a ^laiKc that disjilcasi'd liitii, "reincinlKT what I

iiavc tdhl yoii. ^'oii are >irvinLr a ([iieen ; vnii owe lier as

iinicli ^(•^p^(•t as to a ijin'cn : \ini are to clierisli her a< you

would (luTi^h a revenj.'e, ami he as drvoted to her as to mo.

NeilliiT the door-j)oi'ier. nor the iiei.udiliors, nor tlie otlior

inhaliitaiit- of tiie iiousi— in short, not a soul on earth is

to know what ^'ors on lu'ic. 1. is your hu>iness to l)alk

curiosity if any sliouhl he roused.—And niadaine," lie went

on. layini: hi^ hroad iiairy liand on l'!siher"s arm. "niadaino

riiiisi not coniiiiit tlie smallest iinpnidenee ;
you must prevent

il in la-i' of need, hut always with piTt'eet re-peet.

''l "Ui. iluiope, are to 1:0 out for niadaine in anything that

( onimis her dress, and you must do her sowing from motives

ot economy. Finally, nohody, not even the most in-i,i.niilicant

(Tiiitiire. is ever to set foot in tliis apartment. You two, be-

tween you, must do all there is to he done.

'•And you. my beauty." he wt'iit on. s])eaking to Hsther,

"when you want to go out iti your carriage ijy night, you can

tell Kiirope; she will know where to tind your men, for

you will have a servant in livery, of my ehoosing, like these

two slaves."

K.-lher and Liicien had not a word ready. They listened

to the Spaniard, and looked at the two preeious sjiecinien.s to

wliMiu he gave his orders. \\ hat was the seorel hold to which

lie owed the -uhmi>sion and MTvitude that were written on

I (use two t.H-ev —one mischievously recalcitrant, the other so

malignantly cruel''

III' read I he thoughts of Lucien and 1-lsther. who seemed

l»aralvzi d. a- I'aul and Virginia might have heen at the sight

of two dnadful snakes, and he said in a good-natured un-

dertone :

"Vou can trust them as you can me: keep no seoret.s from
them: that will tiatter them. (lo to your work, my little



fr

iHiijt:,^

't

G4 A COI in KSAN-S I.HE

1' l-.r !,..,., ,„.vin.,„„„l IV... h., t„r„..d to Lucen

'"'" ll"'"' "1 i;„. hnllnu- ,;f „,v I,;,,,,]"

J
h.. wnnls .,,,1 ,vM„n. rna.K. In. i„,nvrs >h,HMor.
\H'n-lulv,„,,,„.k ,!„.,„ ;,,,-. Ti..,! I.,,,.,..,,.

^V"" '!'.V''"^'l- '''"I'-t lo„kf..r.lH.m;.t.!K. footof
11. "Kuropc. has risen from the

tlx' thn.nc.'- ,v),li,,] ihc i,,;.

"i'n...n,l,. .fmi.lnfHnkin^infni, Ai Th , n V

a...
, ,,

n„„n.u,
Il.,,s|s;-h,.n.l.h.c]ui,h.smil..

I "11 >trikc 111,, jis |„.|„;r a ,],,

floscr to Lucicn.
'fiion." said l';>th(T. (hn'rm<r

"Mv'lMl.I. I tried to win yon to h-nven : hnt a n>n-nt.,nt-M.ipl.-.Nii IS alu.ivs a pniefieal joke on ,he Chnreh 7

aral,>e.
> „„ ha-.e ,„ined this nnieh: vou are for'niten

'
"'' '""" '"'I""'''' ""• '"''-•'".IV of a hulv "for voi, I rT

t -;-;--. ^U,a, von never eonld hi,;;. W'^^'^^^r^^^^^o m.niy,nuh,eh,oi,.,.M,v,n..-Vono.o::;n;:tf^^^
i.i he „l,.en,„,:a i,eaut,ful look of .rantn.Ie on K.,h.;"s'•'•

"^ " ^"" '''" '"'"• ""•' 1>^- I">i"t"fi to L , ien

;:::r;:i';:'i;;;;::j::;;r'v:^,^;-';;;;i
,;,;:;

.p.n.,nl.,,
u,||l.e..e„..vi.ari.,al,s,,|,ke\apoleon

A..ii..n,e,.an,| nuinv other -nva, p..i„„.,ans. It- a tr.r i'.'
*.'"^^'^'^"

'
'

'''•'>-'' -tinn have a tendenev to fat'
'^^^

j;;:'-7;r--l.'"i^''.'M.vea,ende„evtoh:n:^^^^^^^^

"What
1
am. I do not know," said Ksther with anodic

I - !

If
•

I
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s\veotno?s; "but I lovi- i.ucitMi, iiml shall die worshiping

him."

'•('oiiio to hroiikfiist," said the Spaniard .sharply. "And
pray to (JckI tliat Liicion may not marry too soon, for then
you would never see him a<xain.""

"His marriap' would lie my death," said she.

.She allowed the .sham })riest to lead the way, that slie

I'lij.dit -laud nu tiptoe ^nd whisper to Lucien without being
seen.

"Is it your wish," said she, "that I .should remain in the
power of this iiiiiii who sets two iiyaiias to L'uard me?"

Lu( ieii i)()wed his head.

'{"he poor child swallowed down her grief and alfected glad-

ness, hut she I'elt cniclly opltressed. Ii needed more than
a year of constant and devoteil care before sh(> was accustomed
to these two (In iill'ul creatures whom C'arhis Ilerrera called

the two waicli doi's.

I.ucieii's eonduct since his return {<< I'aris had heme the

stamp of - h profound poliiy that it lAciied—and eo'ild not

f.iil to r\cite— the jealoii-y of ;i ! hi- fnniicr friend-, on whom
Lc took no \engeatne liiii by making them furious a! his

-ui(<—
. at liis e\(piisite "g'-l np." and his umv "f keeping

every one at a distance. The jioei. om-e so cominiimcal ivc,

so genial, had turued cold and reserved. De Marsav. rho

ii.o(|,| niloptnl l.y all the yoiitli of I'aris, did not make a

greater di-]ilay of reticence in -imvcIi and t\i'f<\ tlian did
I. licit II. .\s to brains, the journalist had ere now proved his

mettle. ! )e Marsay. against whom many people cho.s,. ti> pit

l.u(i( II. giving a preference to the poet, was suiall-niinded

elioll;jli !o 'c-ent this.

Liirim, now in liigh favm with men who secretly pullr>d

the wiiT- ,.f powrr. was ,-o eomplelcly nuliirerent to literary

fame, iliat he did i ot care .aliout the sueei-s of his romance,
rejiii!ili.-li((| under its real title. LWrrlwr ,/>• Ch,irlrx IX., or

I tie '. \i III nient caused bv his volume of .-onnets called Les
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Muri/iirritcs. nf whicli hauriai -did dui ihc iMlituiti iii a

"It i> j)ostliimiiius fanif," said he. with a laii;:ii. |u Madc-
nioiM'Iic dcs 'I'dUcIk'S, uIik ( nIl;.M-atulah d iillli

Tlir irrrihlr Spaniard lirid hi- i-rcaturt' ww.i an nun hand,
krcj)in,Lr hin: in ihc rnad touanl- ihc ;;(iai uhcri ila- irimijir!-

and .i:ifts nf victory await patient pnl iticians. I.iicini had
taken lieaiidenfird"- harliel.,r (piarters un i'ic(.)uai Maiaijuais,

to be near the Rue Tailiidiit. ami hi> adxiser wa- Ind-uu
nnder the >aiiie ronT on i he fdurlli lloor. I.ucion kept only
'"" hnr-e to ride and diive. a riiaii--er\ ,int. and a ^rooni.
VYlien he was ncd diiiinf: out. he dined witli lather.

Carlo.^ Ileri'era kepi -neh a keen eve on ihc -ervicc in

the house on the (,)uai .Mahi(|uais. that Lueieii did not sfiend

ten thousand fraiies a year, all told. '1% n thousand more
wei-e enouLdi for Mstlier. thanks to the unfailing'- iiid in-

c.\{)l it-able devotion of .\sie and Europe. I.urieii took the
utmost precautions in <:"in-- in atid out at the line Taithout.
He never came hut in a cab. with the lijinds down, and al-

ways drove into the courtyard. Thus his pa--ion for Iv-iiicr

and the \ciy e\i-icii, , of i he esialpiishnient in the IJue Tait-
hout. hciiii: unknown to the worhl. did him no harm in his

conni-i-tions or nndertakiiiL'---. \o rash word ever escaped
him on this delicate subject. \l\> mistakes of this sort with
rcirard lo Coralie. at the iimc of his first stay in Pans, had
given him experience.

In the first place, his life was marked by the correct reg-

iilaritv under which many my.-tcrics can he hidden: lu' re-

mained in society every niLdit till one in the mornmL': lie

was alway.- at home from ten nil one in the afternoon: ihen
he drove in liie iJois de jjoiiloi^ne and paid call- till live. H,.

was rarely lo he -ecu on foot, and thus avoided old ac(piaint-

ance,-. When -ome journalist or one of his former a.<.-ociates

waved him a LM-eetin,ir, he res|(onded with a liow. polite enough '

to avert anno\aiice, Imt .-iLniilicant of .-lu-h deep coniempt
as killed all l"ivii,h Lreiiialiiy. lie thus had \ery .-ooii <:ot rid

of persons whom he would rather never have known.
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An old-<'«t:il)lishr,l a\ir-i.>n kept lurn fr-nn fToitiff to sec

Madaiiic il K-|>a^;, Jio -fi ii uislxd to j:et hiuv to htT ^i-usi-;

1)111 wlun he lift h'T at ili"se ..f the Dudn-ssc ile Muufri-

^'riciiM'. .>f Mad. iiioimHc <!< T.-uches. of the riiiiile>,-e «le

Mom.diiiet or . -rvUKre. i- was aia.iy- .v^juisitely j)'tliie m
1h r. Tlii- halnd. fnliv rfeil)r"'iHed 1} Mndaim' d"Iv-pard.

(iiiii|Ml!rd l.urien .'> .hX with inidem- ; hut il will l«e -een

how he had added In. I t<> i: 'i.'^ allowinir himself a -! ruke

• d' reveiijre. which L'a -^ed hir.ri :iid"d a K-vere leciure frciii

Carlo-.

•^'llu are net ,ct stnniir enouLrli t' he reveiipd i>ii any

one, whoever it inay bf," -aid the Spaniard. "When we are

walking' under a hunim^' -uu we il«> tmi >i()p to piiher even

tlie tine>i thtwers.'"

i.iicun uas sn i:ci)uiiii ' ~u|"Tior. md had so fine a future

hefore him. tliat the y.^.ai^' men u ;in ithose to he offended

or imzzi.d ii\ his n'turn io I'aris ami liis iinaccountahle flood

hirMin were eiiehanled whenever they eoiild ilo him an ill

turn. Ih' knew liiat he had many enemies, and was well

aware of these hostile feelinL's amon>,' his f^iend^. The Ahhe.

indeed, took admiralile care of his adopted m'Ii. puttinjf him

on his Lniard a,L';Hn>t the treachery of the world and the fatal

imprudeni-e of youth. Lueien was e.xpeeted to tell, and did

in fact tell the Ahhe each eveiiintj. every trivial ii. ideiit of

the dn\. 'I'luiiiks Io iiis Mentor",- advice, he put the keenest

(.urio>itv—the curio>itv of the world—olT the ,-cenl. Kn-

treiiciird in the i^rasilv of an I'lntrlishnum. and foilitied hy

the redonhts east up hy <liplonuitic cireiimspeei ion, he never

,L^i\e any one the rif;ht or the oi)portunity of .-ceing a corner

even of his concerns. His handsome vouml: face had, hy

jtractiie. htioiiie as ex])ressionless in -ociety as that of a

prince>^ at a i-eremonial.

Towanl- the middle of ls-."» his marriaire iM^'an to be

talked of to the elde-t daiiirhter of \]\,' nuehes-e do (irandlieu,

who at that lime had no less than four dau<rhi< r- to provide

for. Xo (me doiilited that in lionor of such an alliaiKc the

Kintr would revive for Lueien the title of .Maniuis. This

ksa
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distinct inn wuulil fstiil)Iish LiicifnV fortune ns a diplomatp,

iind iu- would ])rolpiil.lv Im" iiccrciJitcMl as Minister lo

motile (icriiiiin Court. V^'V tlio In-t tlircc year? laioicn's life

liiid been n'jxnlnr and ahovc rrj)rna( h ; indeed, do Marsay liad

iiiadd tliis ninarkaMo siiii'cli aliout iiini:

"That voting fellow must havo a very strong hand behind

hitn."

Tims Lueien was almo-^t a jierson of importance. His

passion for Kstlier had. in fact, hcl|ied him greatly to play

his part '^f a scrioii-^ iniiii. A hahit of this kind guards an

amhitioiis man from m:iny follies; having no connection with

any \v.>man .d" fashion, hi' cannot lie caught hy the reactions

of mere ])hvsical nature on his moral sense.

As to hapiMiie-s, Lucicn's was the realization of a ^poet's

(}r(.ains—a penniless poet's, hungering in a garret. Esther,

the ideal courtesan in loV(>. while she reminded T^ucien of

Coralie, th(> act-ss with whom he had lived for a year, com-

pletely eelip-^ei! her. Kverv' loving and devoted woman in

vents scciusio'

the s. I : hut

dcligiitful w'

a proof of 1('

whereas Kst!

who lived pe

glance, nevt

She e hei

\ in

' nv

mis

rOLjr

nito. the life of a pearl in the depths of

of them this is no more than one of the

hich supply a suhject for conversation,

liiev dream of giving, but do not give;

om Iht first enchantment was ev(T new.

in th.- glow of Lucicn's first incendiary

iir venrs, had an imiHilsc of curiosity,

fiind ' fhc task of adhering to the terms

hv the sinister Spaniard. Nay,

\icating happiness she never took

inited p aver that the constantly

s to the woman he loves to ask

irding Ilerrera. of whom indeed

. .-he dared not even think of him.

ns of that e.vtraordinary man, to

ly owed her feminine accomplish-

ment and her wi U-hrnl manner, struck the poor girl as ad-

vances oil account of hell.

'•1 shall have to pay for all this some day," she would tell

herself with di^may.

oft

ncT.

unf.'iir ."

revived

l.ucien .

she liv(>(

r

h'

III-

ic n

•tagi

• of

Je <^

I
con-

rt-scril'

of ii

ill.-

iV

le claliorate 1 el

whom l"',-thcr uimIoi
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KviTv fine nis'ht she went ul in a hired carriage. She
was driven witli a rapidity no doiiljt insisted on liy the Abbe
in line iir ancithcr of thi' iMMutiful wood round ans.
Boulo^rne. Vineennes, Honiainv

uitii I iicicn, .-oiiict lines alone \vi

ille

til I'

or Ville-dWvrav. oft

uronc Th ic cow

m
Id

walk about witliout fear; for when Lneien was not with her,

she was atteiideii by a servant dressed like the smartest of

nyoutridiTs. anried wiili a real knife, whoso faee and brn\

biiibi alike jirociairiied biiii a nitlile--; athleK Tl II- nro-
lecliir w;i< al -o pros ided. in fa-bion <d' I'liiirli.-I!i lootinen.

with a stick, but such as sinjrle-stiek |)layers nse, with which
tl lev ea II ki more than one assailant.

an order of the Abbe's, l-^ther had

I n obedience fo

never -i)oken a wo
thi s esco rt. W len madame wi-bed t<i -'o liom(>. 1' urnpe

rd to

irave

a call; the man in waitiiiir whistled to the driver, wl
ulw

lo was
iivs >Mlhin heannfr.

When aieien w
man remained

as walkin<r with i'lsther. Kiuope and this
alio lit liundrefl pnei bind, like two of

/'// ,/ u,the infernal minions that jij,rure in the Thouaiuhl
.\i</hls. which enehaiiters ,ilace at the service of their devot
The men. and vet more the women of I'aijs. kno

in<r of the eharni of ,i walk in the wnnd,
'I'he stillness, the moonliirht etlVcts. the

ees.

w noth-

sootbim: eilVct of a

walk(>d about from midniLdit till

on a fine nijrht.

>olittide, have the
bath. I';>lher usually went out at ten,

one o'clock, and came in at
half-past two. It

She then bathed and went tliP.ULdi the elal

was never davlit:iit in her roums till cl eVrll.

is unknown to most w omen, for it takes
and is rarelv carried out bv
the inwn. or tine ladies

anv but conrfesiin?

s who iiavt' the dav
was only just readv when laici

lonite toilet whicli

ip too much time,

n of

She

efore

worn

letore them.
en came, and appeare

luni a- a newly opened tlower. lier onlv caro was that her
poet should be lianiiv: slivvy
lim entire libertv. Si

le was his tov. his chatte sh( gave
le IK

wticre ~||,. shone. On this the Abbe had

•ver cast a i^laiice beyond the circle

insisted, for it was
piirt of bis profound policy that Lucicn >bouid have gallant
adventures.
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Happiness fias no lnst<irv, iuul tlic slory-tfllirs of all

lands liavc iindcrstiMxl this ~o well tlmt llic words, '"'i'licy

were liiip|iy," arc llir nid of cviry luvc talc, llcncc only

flic uass and nicaiw (an lie recorded of this really romantic

liappincss in tlic luart of i'aris. it uas iiappincss in its

loveliest form, a |)ocm, a .-^ympliony. of four vcars' duration.

Every woman will exclaim. "That wa-; nnieh !" Neither

Kstlicr nor Liicieii had ever said, "This is too much!" And
the formula, "They were lia])py," was more emphatically true

than even in a fairy tal(>, for "they had nn eli Idren."

So Lucicn could coquet with the world, ^'ive way to his

poet's caprii-cs, and. it may he plaiidy admitted, to the

necessities of ln~ pn.-itinn. .\ll this time he wa- -lowly makin<r

his way, and was ahlc to remler -ecret service to certain

political persona^'cs hy helping them in their work. In such

matters he was eminently discreet. He cultivated Madame
do Serizv's circle, tiein^', it was rumored, on the very hcst

terms with that lady. Madame de Serizy had (arried him

off from the Duchesse de Maufriirncnse. who, it was said, had

"thrown him over," one of the phrases hy which women

avonfre themselves on hapjiiue-s they envy. Lucim was in

the lap, so to ^peak, of the lliirh .Almoner's set, and intimate

with women who were the .Vrchhisfiop's personal friends,

lie was modest and reserved; he waited patictitlv. So de

Marsav's speech—de Marsay was now married, and made his

v^-ife live as retired a life as Esther—was si<rnificant in more

ways than one.

But the suhmarine perils of such a course as Lucien's will

be sutlicientlv ohvious in the course of this chronicle.

it

Matters were in this position when, one fine night in

August, the Baron de Xucingen was driving hack to i'aris

from the country residence of a foreign hanker, .settled in

France, with whom he had hcen dining. The estate lay at

eight leagues from I'aris in the district of la l?rie. .Now,

the Baron's coachman having undertaken to drive his master

there and hack with his own horses, at nightfall ventured

to moderate the pace.

f I
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As they ontorcd llic f(.n>t of Viiicciint's the position of
Ix'iist. itiiiM. !iii(i iiia.-tcr was jis foliows:—Tlic ((.acliman,
liluraily .-uakt<l in the kite hen of tiu' aristocrat of the Huu
Ha> pirrivliv lij)sy, and slept smindlv. while -till h

rso,

iiiiitr

thf reins to dfccivt' other, wayfarers. The fMoiiiiaii, seated
l.ehind. was snoring' like a wooden top from (Jeriiianv—the
land <>{ little carved (ijrnres, of lar;:e uine-vats, and of
Imiiiininjr-tops. The I'.aron had tried to think; hut
pa.-Miijr the hridjre at (ioiirnay, liie s(d't xminolenee of diges-

le roadl-

aftor

tion had sealed his

irianV plij:ht from tlie slack

ry:i. Tlu' hor-es uiider>too(l tl

ne>s o f tl le nins th
footman's Iki

ev dean 1 the
SSI) cull I ill III) froi

that they were masters of the situat

II Ins perch behind ; they saw

of ll

intcll

n, and took advantage
iiir tew mmwtes' freedom to make their own pace. Like
li,i:cnt slaves, they ^'ave highway n.hbers the chance of

pliuidcring one of the richest capitalists in France, the most
deeply cunning of the race which, in P>ance, have heen en-
ergetically styled lyn.xes

—

loii/is-rrnirrs. Finally, heing in-
dc|Mii(|(.iit of control, and tempted hy the curiosity which
everv must hav( remarked m domestic animal>. th^y
stopped where four roads met. face to face with some other

no douht. a^ked in hor.-^es' lan>:ua''e:
hoivc w iiom

fort a I

the

lo mav vou he W lat are vou donii:; An-

W
lie

leii

vou com-

the chaise stopjxd. the Haron awoke fr
At first he fancied that he was
then he was startled hv a cclesti

unarmed with his

liaron avvoke Irom his nap.

still in his friend's park;
vi>ion, which found him

liidit was hr

paper.

usual weapon- -elf-interest. Tl
illiant : he could have read hv it—eve

In I lie -ileii

le inoon-

u an evening

the Baron saw a woman, alon

f tile forest, under this pure light

tiaise. lookinl at the >-tri

who. as she got into a hired

( arnaire At tl

inge spectac e O f tl is sleep-stricken

liLdit tiad

le sight of this an:/el the Haron felt as though
aslied mtf> irlorv within hi e vounff ladv.

PCeHV.

ha-t(

fectl

herself admired, pulled down her veil with terrified
le m.in-s(>rvant gave a signal which the driver por-

y unilerstood. for the vehicle went off like an arrow.
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The (.III ImnktT wnn ffiirfiilly ii^'itat.d ; the hlood left 1..,,

fcrt cnM anil .arricd firi" I.. Ins hrain. his h.-ad s, rit tli.' Ilaiiic
Imck l(. Ills Ixart ; lie uas diokiii- The unliappv man fore-
saw a (it <.f in.li-rc^^lion, hut in ^pitc of that Miproiiic terror
he stoixl up.

"Knllou- ijvick, ferv- r|vick.—TatM vou, you are aslilocp!"
ho cried. ".\ hundert frano if you ea'ich up dat eliais.-."

At the unrds 'W hundr...! fraius." ih.- foaehman woko up.
The M-rvaut l.rhii d h.ard them, no duuht, in his .IroainP
The Maroii niterated Ins orders, the en ichiiuin urjred Iho
horses to a t:aiinp. „nd at the Marriero di- Trone hm\ suc-
crded in .i\rrljkin,L' a carriaLre n'scmhliiii: ijiat in whj.li
Nueinp'n had .-.vn \\u- divino fair one. hut whieh eontamcd
a s\vaj:<,'eriii;: head-clerk from some lirst-cla.ss shop and a
lady (d" the i{ne N'iviciuie.

This hiunder filled the Baron with consternation.
"If only I had pron-ht ClmrKe in>htcad nf v„n. shtupul

fool. h«> shall have luunt dat vniuiit)." said he to the servant,
while 111,' excise oir crs were searching' the carriairc.

"Indee.l. Monsi. iir le Man.n. the devil was I.ehiiid the
chaise. I i.elieve. dis-iiised as :ii armed e.vort. and he .sent
thi.- chaise instead of hers."

^•Dere is no mkIi tiii<,' a- de Teiifei."' slid the Maron.
The liarun de .\iicin<r,.|, ,nvricd to si\tv: he im longer

cared for women, and for his wife least ..l ail. lie lM.asi"ed

that he had never known such love as makes a fool of a
man. He declared that he was happy to have done with
women; the most an<r<dic nf them, he frankly said, was not
worth what she cost, even if you irot her for nothinj:. He
was suj.jMi.scd to he so entirely Idase, that he no Iuulmt paid
two thousand francs a month for the plea>ure of heiiifr de-
ceived. His eves looked eoldlv dnwn from his opera ho.x on
the corps de hallet : never a Lrlanee wa* shot at the capitalist
hy any one uf that rnrmidal.le -warm of old yoiin^r jrjrjs, and
yoiin.tr old wnnien. the cream of I'aris pleasure.

Natural h.ve. artificial and love-of-show love, love based
on self-esteem and vanity, love as a display of taste, decent,

I.
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conju^'nl love, occcutrif l.)\.--tlu' Marou had paid f.,r tliU'lll

iiig real spoiiiaiiuous Idvc.
all. h.iil kn.iun (lii'iii all cxccpi
Tlii.-. |.a.->i()n had imw puim.fd d.nu'i <.n him'liki' an .aKh- on
n.- prcv. a.« it did on (i.-ntz, ih." (•oiilidcntiai fri.'iid of lliii

i^'hii.>- th.- Princ.. ..f .M,.i(,.rni<'h. All ihr \v,.rl(l knows
11

• (uiiitnilt.'d for raiiiiv Klssloi
what fnllir> the old dipl„tiial ^._
uhos.. nli,,ir.-als took up a ^'rcat deal nion- ..f his t'iiiir tlian
the coiKcnis of I'liirono.

Ii.' \w.iM,Mi who had jnnt ..v.Tihroun that in.n-l
nion<v-lM.\, called \u(in''<ti I

lOlMK

th.

la

<• who arc iiiii<hh' in their p'lurati

(I a|ipoari(i to him as otic of

loll.

that I itiaii*- iiiisti

or I{;

It

or I.coiianiM da \'

iH not certain

iiiei's Molina Lisa,
ijiliacls l-.,rnariiia were as heaiilifiil as this cx.piisito

sthcr. in whom not the most pra. li>cd eve of the most ex-
pcncm(,l l'aii>iaii cotild have .leieeted the I. ihtcst tra.-.- n(
the ordiiiarv courtesan. T
hy till' Mohle and state!

U.

Wh! Ii Ksther. helovcd. and

V air, the Mir ot

iron was especially startled

I well-horn woman.

devotedne^s. had in the liiLrhol

divine unction of women
empresses.

ppcd in liixiirv, elcirancc. anil

I dcL.'-ree. Ilappv love is tile

makes them all as loftv as

For ei^rh, „i.i„, in succession the l?aron went to the forest
\ mcenncs. tlien to the I'.ois d,. I!,,,

\il!i'-d".\vray. to Mend

.f \
ilomie. to the woods

• Ion. in short, every wliere in the
)iit failed i„ ,,„,,., "Ksther. That

called "a tacc out of te

nei^dihorhoixi (jI Tans,
l";nitifiil Jewish face, which111..

, ,

1 Kut- Mill III le
liiplc. was a ways lH>fon> his ..yes. Jly ,l,e end of a fort-
ni,i.:iit hi' had lost his ;n.oetite.

"'Ipliine .le .\ue,n „. and her .laii-hter Au-usta. wliom
'li" Haromss was now lakin- oui. ,li,| not at lirst perceive
""-, '

'"'f
'''" '""' ••'""^' "vcr tlie Karon. The mother

•""I dauirhtcr only saw him at hrcakfast in the morning and
^'1 'linncr m tli.. evcnin-. when tlu.y all dined at home, and
'I'N wa.< only on the cvi.nm-s when Delphine rec.MVed com-
V^nn. I.ut hy the end of two montli>, tortured hv a fever

I''
""I':'t.cnce. an.l in a state like that produced "bv acute

iK'inc-sickness, tiie lian.n, amazed to liud lii« million:^ impo-
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tent, grow so thin, nnd seemed so seriously ill, ih;it l)el|pliino

had secret !io]ii'S of liiidinji herself a widow. Slio i>itiod

her liusjiand, soniewliat hviHKiitically. and kepi lier daughter

in seclusion. She li(U'ed iier hu-hand with ([uesiions; he an-

swered as Knglishnieii answer when sull'ering from spleen,

hardly a word.

Delphine de Xncingen pive a frrand dinner erery Sun(hiy.

She hail chosen tiiat day for her recejitions. after olisiTviiiLT

that no per)])le of fashion went to the J)lay, and that the

day was pretty generally an open one. The emaneijiation of

the shopkeeping and niiddli ilas.ses makes Sunday almost

us tire.sonie in Paris as it is deadly in London. So the

Baroness invited the famous De.-plein to dinner, to consult

him in spite of the si<'k man, for Nucingen persisted in as-

serting that he was ]ierfectly well.

Keller, Kastignac. de Marsay, dn Tillet, all their friends

had nuide tile Hanuie-s understand that a man like Nucinireu

could not he allowed to die withont any notice heing taken

of it; his enormous hii>iness transactions di'inanded some

caro; it was alisolutely necessary to know where he stood.

The.se gentlemen also were asked to dinner, and the ("omte

de Gondreville, Franc^ois Keller's father-in-law. the Chevalier

d'Kspard, des Lupt'anl.x, Doctor Bianchon— lk'splein"s best

beloved pupil—Beandenord and his wife, the Comte and
Comtesse de Montcornet. Hlondet. Mademoiselle des Touches

and Conti. and iinally. laicieii de l\ulieni])re, for whom
Eastignac had for the last live years manifested the warmest

regard—by order, as the advertisements have it.

"We shall not iind it easy to get rid of that young fellow,"'

said Blondct to Kastignac, wluai he saw Lucien come in

handsomer than ever, and uncommonly well dressed.

"It is wiser to make friends with him, foi . formidable,'"

said IJastignac.

'"lie?" said de ]\Iarsay. "No one is formidable to my
knowledge but men whose position is assured, and his is

unattacked ratlur than unattackable I Look here, what does

he live on? Where does his money come from? lie has,

I am certain, sixty ikoufcaiid francs iu debts."'

rlJ
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"IIo hn? foiinfl a friend in n vtrv nch Spanisli priest wlio

ha> tal'cn a fancy to hi'..," n'i)li''(l !^i^ii^'nac.

••111 trnitij,'- to tie married to the eldest 'Madonioiselle

de (irandlieii." said ^ladeinoiselle des Touches.

"Yes," said the Chevalier d'Espard, '•Imt they require liim

to Imy an estate worth tliirty t!ion>and francs a year as

security for t!ie fortune he is to settle on the younj,' lady,

and for that he need> a million francs, which are not to be

found in any Spaniard",- sliiic>."

"That is dear, for Clotilde is very udy.'' said the Baron-

ess.

Madame de Xucinjjen affected to call 'Mademoiselle de

Orandlieu hv her ("hristian name, as though she, nrr (ioriot,

freciuented that society.

"\o." replied du Tillet, ''the dau.trhter of a duchess is

never nj:!y to the like of us, e^lH•cially when she hrin,i:s with

her tlie title of Manpiis and a diplomatic appointment. But

the <:reat ohstacle to the luarriaLTO is Madame de Serizy's

insane passion for Lucien. She must give him a great deal

of money."

"Then I am not surprised at seeing Lucien so serious; for

Mailame de Serizy will certainly not give him a million

francs to hel]» him to marry ^lademoiselle de (irandlieu. He
prohably sees no way out of the scrape,"' said de .^[arsay.

"Hut Mademoiselle de Grandlieu worships him." said the

<'onilesse de Montcornet : "and with the young j)ersnn"s as-

sistance, he may perha]is make better terms.""

".\nd what will he do with his sister and hrother-in-law at

.\ngoulcme r"" asked the Chevalier d"Hs])ard.

••Well, his sister is rich."" replied Ixastignac, "and he now
sfieaks of her as Madame* Sechiird de .Marsac."

••Whatever ditliculties there may be. he is a very good-look-

im: fellow."" said liianchon. rising to irreet Lucien.

"iiow "do. my dear fellow?'" said Rastignac. shaking hands

warmly with Lucien.

i)e .\larsay bowed coldly after Lucien had first bowed to

him. -^ .- *i

i
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I

Rcforo (linnor Dc.-plciii niid I^iatichdii. who stmliod the

Riirnn whik' aimi.-iii;: him, ((mviiu-i'il ilicmsclvt's that liis

maladv was ctitircly lUTVons; hut lU'illuT cduhl uiu'ss tlio

cause, so iiii]ios>ihh> >\\i] it seem that the irrcat politi'/iaii of

the iii"ii('v market cniihl in- in Iov(\ \\ n- ii I>iancli"n, M'ciiig

iiothiiiLT liiit IdVc 1 > airniuit tor the liaiikcr's ('(Midil ion, hinted

as mucli U, Dclpliinc do XuciiiLrcii, she ^mi^'d as a woirian who

has IniiLT kiidun all Iht hiishand's weaknesses. After dinner,

however, when they all adjounu'd to the ixarden, the more

intimate of the ]iarty pithered nend the hanker. ( a<:er to

clear up this extraordinary ease when ihey heard Rianehon

prononnee that NueiiiLicn must l)e in Inve.

"Do you know. Baron,"' said do Marsay. ''that you have

grown very thin? V'm are su^l)e(ted "f viohiting the law3

of financial Xalure."'

"Aoh. neferl"" said tlie Raron.

"Yes. ye<."' replied de Marsay. "They dare to say that

you are in love."

"Dat is true." replied Xnein'ien piteously ; "I am in M for

somebody 1 do not know."

"Yon, in love, you? You are a coxcomb!" said the Cheva-

lier d"l'".spard.

"In lof, at my aje! T know dat is too ridicilous. But

vat can I help it? Dat is so."

"A woman of the world?" asked T.ncien.

"Xay," said de .Marsay. "The I^aron would not grow-

so thin hut for a hopeless love,and lie has money enough to buy

all the women who will or can sell themselves!"

"T do not know who -he it," said the Baron. "And as

Motame de Xucingen is inside de trawing-room, I may say so,

dat till now T have nefer known what it is to lof. Lof! I

tink it is to grow tin."

".And where did you meet this innocent daisy?" asked

Rastignac.

"Tn a carriage, at mitniL'ht. in de forest of Fincennes."

"Descril)e her." said de Marsay.

"A vhite gaze hat, a rose gown, a vhite scharf. a vhitc feil

—

il
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a f:u(' yiist out of de Hiplc. Kves like fouor, an Fastorn

color
"

•'VdU were droaminp," said I.ucicn. with a sinilo.

'•|)at is true: I v,is sliliH'i)iii,i: like a ]ii,ir—a |ii^' iiiit liis

silk in full."" he added, "for 1 vas on my vay lioiiic from tinner

at mine friend's
"

''W-Af she aliiiie?"' said dii Tillet, interniptinj^ him.

''Ja."" said the Baron dolefully; "hut >he had ciii liciJuquo

hehiiiii dat earriaire iind a maid-shervant
"

"Lueien looks as if he knew her," exclaimed Hastignac,

Keeinu Esther's lover smile.

"Who doesn't know the woman who would go out at mid-

night to meet Xueingenr" said Lucien, turning on his heel.

"Well, slie is not a woman who is seen in soeiety. or the

Haron would have recognized the man," said the Chevalier

d'Kspard.

"1 have nefer seen him,'' replied the liaron. ".\nd for

forty dav< now I have had her seeked for hy de Police, and

dey do not find lior."

"It is better that she should cost you a few hundred francs

than cost you your life." said I)esplein; "and. at your age, a

jiassion without hope is dangerous, you might die of it."

"Ja. ja." replied the Baron, addressing Desplein. ''And

vat I eat does nie no goot. <le air I hrea<le feels to choke me.

I go to de forest of Fincennes to see de place vat I see her

—

and <lat is all my life. T could not tink of de last loan—

I

trust to uiy partners vat haf pity on me. I could pay one

million franc to see dat voman—and J should gain hy dat,

tor 1 do nothing on de Bourse.—Ask du Tillet."

"\'ery true." replied du Tillet; "he hates business; he is

ijiiiie unlike himself; it is a sign of death"
".•\ sign of lof," replied Xucingen ; "and for me, dat is all de

same ting."

The simple candor of the old man, no longer the stock-

jobber, who. for the lirst time in hii life, Faw that something

was mere ^ red and more precious than gold, really moved
these wurld-hardened men; some exchanged smiles; others
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looked at Xufin^M'ii wiili ;in cxijrcssion that plainly said,

"Sucli a man to have conic to this I"—And then they all re-

turned to the drawinff-rooni, talking: over the event.

For it \va> indeed an event ealeulalid to luoduce the j,'reat-

opt sensation. :Ma(laiiie de ,\ucin;L:en went into fit.- of lauj,'h-

tor when Lueic^n l)elrayed her lui.<hand"s .'^ecret ; but the
Baron, when he heard liis wife's sarcasms, took her by the
arm and led her into the recess of a winilow.

"Motame." said lie in an undertone, "have I ever lau<jhed
at all at your passions, that you should laugh at mine? A
gout frail should help her husband out of his dilliculty vidout
making game of liim like vat you do."

From the description given by the old banker, Lucien had
recognized his Kstlier. Much annoyed that hi,-; smile slioiiji!

have l)een observed, he took advantage of a moment when
coffee vas served, and the conversation became general, to

vanish from the scene.

"What has become of Monsieur de l^ubempre?" said the
Baroness.

"He is faithful to his motto: Quid inc continebit?" said
Rastignac.

"^\ liich means, 'Who can detain me?' or 'I am uncon-
querable,' as you choose," added de Marsay.

"Just as M(uisieur le Baron was speaking of his unknown
lady. Lueien smiled in a way that makes ine fancy he may
know her," said Horace i'ianehon, not thinking how danger-
ous such a natural remark might lie.

"Goot!" said the hanker to him.>^elf.

Like all incurables, the Baron clutched at everything that
seemed at all hojieful : he promised himself that he would
have Lueien watched by some one besides Louchard and his

men—Louchard, the sharj)est commercial detective in Paris—to whom he had applied about a fortnight since.

Before going home to Esther, Lucien was due at the Hotel
Grandlieu, to spend the two hours which made .Mademoiselle
Clotiide Frederi(iue de Grandlieu the happie-t girl in the
Faubourg Saint-Germain. But the i)rudence characteristic

iff

i

MlJ^
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of this ambitious youtli wanud him to inform Carlos Horn ra

f<rthuitii of the I'lfet-t ri'fultiii.i: fr<>iii the smile wnini,' from

him l)v the I>aron"s (l('scri[)tioii of K>tlu'r. The l)ankL'r\s pas-

sion for I';r-tii.T. and the idea that had oeeurred to him of

setting the police to seek the unknown heauty, were indeed

events of -ullieient importance to he at once oommunicated

to the man who had sought, under a priest's robe, the shelter

which criminals of old could find in a church. And Lucien's

road from the Hue Saint-Lazare, where Xueingon at that time

li\cd, to the line Saint-I)omini(pie, where was the Hotel

(irandlicu, led liim past his lodgings on the (^nli MahKpuiis.

Liieien found his formidahh' friend smoking his hreviarj'

— th.it is to sav, coloring a short pipe liefore retiring to

Led. The man. strange ralhvT than foreign, had given up

Spani^h cigarettes, finding tlu-m too mild.

".Matters look serious," said the Spanianl, when I.ucien

had told him all. "The Baron, who employs Louchard to

hunt up the girl, will certainly hi' ^harp enough to set a spy

at your heels, and everAthing will come out. To-night and

to-morrow morning will not give me more than t-nougli time

to pack the cards for the game \ must play against the Haron

;

first and foremost, I must prove to him that the police can-

not help him. When our lyn.x has given up all hoj)e of find-

ing his ewe-lamh, I will undertake to sell her for all she is

worth to him "

''.Sell Esther!" cried Lucien, whose first impulse was al-

ways the right one.

"Do vou forget where we stand?" cried Carlos Iferrera.

"No money left," the Spaniard went on, "and sixty

thousand francs of dehts to he paid! If you want to marry

Clotilde de Grandlieu, you nnist invest a million of francs

in land as security for that uglv creature's settlement. Well,

then Esther is the (piarry 1 mean to set before that lynx to

help us to ease him of tliat milliou. That is my concern."

"Esther will never
"

"That is my coueern."

"She will die of it."
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"That is the uiulcrlakrr's (hikitii. Hcsidi-f;, what tlicn?"
cricil the >a\a;:c, chccLin;,' Liicicirs laiiiciitaliniis iiicn'ly l)y

his altitude, "llow many .liciicral,- died in the j)ianu' of lii'i;

for the JMMjKTor Xapolcmi I'" lie asked, after a short silence.

'•There are always plenty of women. In Isv'l Coralie was
iiniiiiie in \(.nr eye> ; and yet yon found !':>ther. After her
will eomi—do you know who?—the unknown fair. .\iid she
of all women is the faire-t, and you will find hor in the
cajiital where the Due de (irandlieuV soii-in-law will he
ilinister and repre.^entative of the Kinjr of France.— .\nd
do you tell nu' now, ureat I'.ahy. that l-'.sther will die of
it? .\,i:ain. can Mailemoiselle de (irandlieuV hushand keep
Esther?

"^ on luive only to leave everything: to nie : you need not
take the troul.le to think at all: that is my eoneern. Only
you must do without Iv-tluT for a week or two; but go to

the Iiuo Taithout, all ll;e same.— ( onie. he olV to hill and eoo
on your plank of .silvation, and plav vour part well; slip the
flandn<: note you wrote this mornin.i,' into Clotilde's hand, and
bring me haek a warm re.-p(uise. She will recompense her-
self for many woes in writing. 1 take to that girl.

"You will iind Iv-ther a little depressed, hut tell her to

obey. We must display our livery )f virtue, our doublet of

honesty, the screen heliind which all great men hide their

infamy.— 1 must show oil' my handsomer self—vou must
never he suspected. Chance has served us better than my
brain, which has been ijcating about in a void for these two
months i)ast."

All the while he was jerking out these dreadful sentences,

one by one, like pistol shots. Carlos Herrera was dressing

himself to go out.

"You are evidently delighted." cried Lucien. "Xini never
liked j)oor Ksther. and you look forward witii jov to the

moment when you will be rid of her."

"You have never tired of loving her. have vou? Well,

1 have never tirnl of detesting her. Uul have I not always
behaved as though 1 were sincerely attached to the hussy— I,

n*
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ulin. lliri)iij.'li Asli>, Imld Iki- life in my liaiuls? A few IkuI

riiii.~linMiiiis in ii .--tfw

—

fiml tin re :ui end. IJiii Madciiioitiflle

Iv-lhcr .-lill lives I

—

iiiul i- liMpiiN I—And du ycni know wliyy

i5c(Mus(' yiiu l()\c liiT. I)() not iie a tncl. I'or I'our years we
have l)(( n uaitiii<,' for a (liaiicc in turn n|i, tor ws or a^Miiist

us: well, it will take >(>ni('tliin;,' more than mere <'l(V('rn('ss

III wasli the <al)lia;.'(' iiuk has llun^' at us now. 'I'liere are

•rood and liad toizctlicr in tliis turn <d' tlio wliccl—as iIutu

arc in cvcrytliiiii:. l)o you know wliut 1 was tliinking of

when von canic in ?"

'•Of inakiiiLr iny>{If heir here, as I did at Barc:clona, to

an old \>\;ji>{. by Asic's help."

"A crime
!'"'

'"I saw no other way of securing your fortune. Tlio

crcdiicirs arc makin,ir n stir. If once the haililfs were at your
heels, and you were turned out of the llnte! (Irandlimi, where
woidd you iie? Tliere would he the devil to pay then."

.And Carlos Flerrera, hy a pantomimic jresture, sliowed the
suicide id' a man throwing'' himself into the water; then he

fixed on I.u<-ien one of those steady, picrcinir looks liv whicli

till- will of a stronsr nian is inj!>cted, so to speak, into a weak
one. ''I'hi-; fa-cinatinir ulare. which relaxed all I.ucicn's flhros

of resistance, revealed the exi>tence not merely of secrets of

lite and dcatli between liim and his adviser, but also n\' feel-

uiL's a> far at)ov{> ordinary feelin^tr sis the man himself was
aliove his vile position.

Carlos Iferrera, a man at once iunioble and nuiirnaninious,

obscure and famous. conipelle<l to live out of the world from
which the law had banned him, cNliausted by vice an<l bv
frenzie(' ami terrible stni^'irlcs, thouirh cndowi'd with powers
of mind that ate into his soul, consumed especially by a fever

ef vitality, now lived ai:ain in the elepmt iierson of Lucien
lie K'uhempre, whose soul had become his own. He was rej)-

ri .-. tited in social life by the ])oet, to whom he lent his tenacitv
ami iron will. To him Lucien was more than a son. nuire

than a woman beloved, more than a familv, more than his
6
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lifo; ho was his ri'Mii^'c ; and as souls cliii^f inure closely to

a feeling than to e\i>t(iice. he liail hoiiml llie yniiiiii man to

him l)y insohihle lie-.

After roeiiini^ I.tieif ii"s life at the moment when the poet

in desperation was on the verge of suicide, ho had proposed

to him one of tho,-e internal hargains which are heard of

only in romance-, hut ni which the hideous i)ossiliility has

fiften been provfd in cc\irts of ju.-tice i)y celebrated crimin;il

dran'as. While lavi.-hing on i,ucien all the delights of Paris

life, and prosiiii: to him that he yet had a groat future be-

fore him. he had made him his chattel.

But, indeed, no sacriilee was loo L'reat for this strange man
when it was to gratify his second self. With all his strength,

he was so weak to this creature of his making that he had

oven told him all his secrets. Perhaps tlii.s abstract com-

plicity was a b(]iid the more between them.

Since the day when i.a Torpille had been snatched away,

Lueien had known on what a vile foundation his good fortune

rested. That priest's robe covered Jaeipios Collin, a man
famous on the hidks, who ten years since had lived under

the homelv name of N'autrin in the Maison Vau(iuer, where

Uastignac and llianchon were at that time boarders.

.Tac(iues ("ollin. known as 'rrinnpc-ld-Mart . had escaped

from h'ochefort almost as soon as he was reca])tured, i»rolit-

ing by the e.\am]ilc of the famous ("omte de Sainte-Ilelene,

while modifying all that was ill planned in Coignard's daring

pchenie. To take the place of an honest man and carry on

the convict's career is a jiroposition of which the two terms

are too contradictory for a disastrous outcome not to he in-

evitable, especially in Paris; for, by estaiilishing himself in a

family, a convict midtiplies tenfold the ])erils of such a sub-

stitution. And to be safe froiu all investigation, must not

a man as.-ume a position far above the ordinary interests

of life. A imin of the world is subject to risks such as rarely

troid)le those who have no contact with the world; hence the

priest's gown is liie safest disguise when it can be authen-

ticated by an exemplary life iu solitude and inactivity.
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Hill < (Irtcrniinrd In ri'SUsrililh I fiLriiri' ill till' u'lirli

iitiil In -;iti>fy [liis.-ions n- >lr;m^'.' iis IuiiimH'.

II' ri\ il \\;ir on ISCi! liv thr ( "i!-tiniliun nf 1>1-.' ill Spain.
uliiilicr this rn(rj:i'tic niiin Ii.hI hrtakni liiin.-.'lt'. cnaMcd
him III imirilir -cinlly the n al Carlo-; ilirnra frnrii an
aml(ii>li. IIS (•(•(Icsiastic. Ihr lia-tanl smi of a i:ranil('c, 1

itici' (li-crinl hv hi> fatliiT. an
nlU

rin!

he (lUril

to wlioii

ims-ion I.

Iiis liirtli. was intru-icd

CIlnWITl;.' to uiiat wotiiaii

Kiiiir Fcnliiiaml \'I1..

I a liislioii|i liaii ri'CMiiiiiiriiil.il liiiii. with a political

ranee, iiishoi). Ihe oiilv man unn tool.

any interest in Carlos Hcrrera, die,]

son of the Cliiireh

while this t'onndjinp

and I'roin Ma<lrid to Fr
as on ins journev from Cadiz to .NFadrul,

mee l)e: i<:lned In liave met with
this lon,ired-for opportunity, and under tlie most desirahle

his hack to elVaiv the fatal
eoiiilit loll? di leipies (oiiin seorei

letter>. and altered his eoiiiplevion hv tl

'riiiis nii'tanioriiiiosin'r himself face to fi

to elV;:

le use o f (1 lemieals.

he eoiiiriMil to achieve

complete a ( hanj:(' a

some li|.

lee with the corjiso.

And toA'cness to Ins ,>osia.

Iniost as niarvelous as that related in
the Arahian tale, where a dervi>h has acijuired the power, old
as he is. of entering,' into a youii>r hody. hy a ma<ric spell, tlio

j)oke Spanish, h

n priest need know.
As lianker to three hulks. Ce

convict, who
.\n

arned as mucli Lat in as an
iiaiusia

trusted to his k

lin was rich in the cash i

nown, and indeed enforced, honestv.
sue h company a mistake is paid for hy a di ii:<'er th

A
rust.

n-

nioni'

tins capital he now added the money <:iven hy the hi.sliop to
Don Carlos llerrera. Then, before leaving' Spain, he was

reasure f an old bi^'ot at

ion. promisinfr tliat lie

aide to poi«sess himself of the t

Barcelona, to whom he irave ahsolut
UDIlU

uhicli hi

1 make restitution of the money constitutintj her fortune
s penitent had stolen hy means of murder.

dacqnrs Collin, now a priest, and charired
iiii->inii which would
tion> ill I'aris, determined to do not:

promise the character he had assumed, and had

wit a secret
I'ure him li.e most brilliant introduc-

linir that mi;:ht eom-

selfu L'lven tiiin

I
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up to tlu' cliiitKcs of lii-i iii'W life. \\]\rn ]\i- tni't I.m ii n ri

tlic road ImIuici) Aii;:oiilriii(. aiiil I'aris. In tlii< vmitli (lie

Fliaiii |ii,i-| >aw a wotbli rful iii-i tniniciit for powrr; he >avc.|

him from sniciilc. saying':

"(live yoiirsilf (,\(T to ii;,. as to a man of (iod. a- mi'n L'ivr

(licmsilvc- o\.r to till- (li'vil. aiiil voii will h.isc rv.rv cliancc
"f '> ""'" 'ariTr. ^'..ii will Ii\,. ;h in a 'Iroaiii. and ilir wor-t
awakmini: tiiat (an come to you will lir death, which von
now wish to mert,"

The alliaiHc l,ctue(n the<e tuo heinjzs. who were to ho-
('ome oni'. a- it uere. was ha-id on this snh^iantial reason-
inj:, and Carlos Hrrnra cemented it hy an ini.'enions|v plotted
comjtlicity. lie hail tlie very einins of corruption, and un-
dermined jauicii'- lii,neMy hv [dunirinir him into cruel
nofcssity, and evtruatiuL' him l.y ohtainiuLT Ids tacit c.nis.'nt

to had or di-LTaicfid aetinns. which nevertheless Icf* him
pure, loyal, and iiohle in the eyes of the world. laieien was
the soeial ma^Miilicence under whose shadow the fori:er meant
to live.

"I am tho author, you aro the play: if you fail, it is I

who phall he hi-sed." said ho on the day when ho oonfossed
his saerih';,'ious di-i,niiso.

Carlos prudently confessed oidy a little at a time, rnoasur-
in^' the liorrors .d' hi> revelations i>y Luoien's proirross and
noods. Thus I'lom /ii'-hi-}fort did not lot out his last soorot
till the hahit of Parisian j)leasures and snoooss. and irratified

vanity, had enslaved the weak-minded poet hody and soul.

Where Rastignac. when tempted hv this demon, had stooil

firm, r.ucien. iietter manaired. and more inj.feniousIv con;-

promis(d. succumhed, conipuTcd especially hy his satisfaction
in havin.Lr attained an eminent position. Incarnate evil,

whoso poetical end)ndiment is called the Devil, di.splayod
ovory deliixhtful M'duction heforo this youth, who was half
a woman, and at first irave mueli and aski'd for little. Tho
frroat ar^mment u^ d hv Carlos was tho eternal soorot prnra-
isod by Tartufe to KImiro.

Tho rej)oated proofs of ahsoluto devotion, sjch as that of
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Saul til Maliniiicl, |iiil ihc lirii-hiii/ luurli lo ihr liornbli'

;i( 111. \i niiMl iif LlUlctl > ~lllijll;:;ll|iili li\ ^ .l,|(i|Ur> Colllll.

Ai rhi- inniiicnt tint unlv liaJ MmIh r ami l.mi. n lirSMiind

all ill" liiiiils iMini-Ird In I ,r ||,,n,>|\ nf ill,- (..inker of \\u-

hulk-, uhi.. I'.ir liit'ir >akc.-, had r- mli ivl hiriixlt' lialdi' |ci a
• Irradl'iil lalliii;: t(i acfniiiit. laii ihr ilaii(l\, ih. ruri:rr. and
ilir ii'iiiiisin unc al-u m dint. 'riiii>. ,i| ijn \(r\ niuin.'tit

"' laith ti'- f\\H 'cd Micd'.v-, the .--rnalli.-i [ichhlf under llie

fiii't n(
( iiiii I lit' ihe-c ilu-fc pcr-MM- nii;;hi involve the ruin

"f 'he I inia-tic >iru(tiire of foMnne >o andaeiou.-lv Imilt up.
Al the ujM'ra hall Uastieii,,,. h;,,] rec-mzed the man he

liad known a- \autriri ,it Madame \au(|uerV: hut he knew
thai if he did not hold In- ton;.nie. lie wa- a dead man So
Madame de N iiein;;etr> loMT and Lueien had e\chan,L'ed
gfaii-'e- in whieh fear lurked, on hoth -ides, under an ex-
jire-sion of amity. In the moment id' daii'rcr. I{asti;:iia«', it

is clear, uould h.ave heen delitrhted to provide the vehicle that
should (imxcy .laccpies Collin to tji,' scatrold. I'Vom all this
it m.i\ he understood that Carlos heard (d' the Baron's pas-
sion Willi a ,e|('W of somhre sali>fa( I loii. while he perceived
in a sin^dc Hash all the advanlaee a man .d' his temper mii:lit
derivi' hy means <if the hapless hist her.

"<h, on." said he to Lueien. "'i'he |)evii is mindful of his
chaplain."

"^ou are smokini.' on a }>o\\(|er harrel."
'Jnnilo i„r vjtus," replied Carlos with a smile. "That is

Tiiy trade/'

The House of (Jrandlieu divided inio two branchos ahout
the middle of the la-t centurv: lirst. the diical line destined
lo la|ise. since the pre.-ent .iuke has only dau'rhlers; and then
the \ icomtes .le (iraiidlieu. who will now inherit the titlo
•ii>d armm-ial hear>ni:s of the elder I. ranch. The ducal hoi;.»
l»ars r/»/('.s', three broad axes „/• in I'c.-s.wiih the farnou- moiio:
' '/'"• mm linno. whieh epitomizes the hi.story of the family.

i Uf co.-it (d' th" X'iconne- ,„ Cmndlieu i> the same (piar-
lered with that of Navarreins ,,/«/r.v. a fess crenelated ur.
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surmounted hv a kiiijrlitV lichnct, with tho motto: Grand.-i

faiis, (jrand liru. 'I'lif ])rc,«('nt Viscountess, widuwcd in ]Sl;i,

has a son and a datii,ditfr. Tlioiiirli she rL'turned from tlit'

P^mif^'ration almost ruined, slie reeovered a eonsiderable for-

tune hy the zealons aid of Derville tlu' lawyer.

Tho Due nnd Duchesse de Crandlieu. on comini: home
in 1801, were tlie ohjiHt of the I'^nperor's advances; indeed.

Napoleon, seeinsr them come to his court, restored to them all

of the (Jrandlien estiilo that hud lieeii eonfisciited to the

nation, to the amount of ai)oii' forty thousand francs a year.

Of all the ^'rejit nohles of the FaulioiirL' Saint-(!ermain who
allowed themselves to he won over l)y N'npoleon, this Duke
and Duchess—she wns an .\Juda of the senior branch, and
connected with the P>rai:;inzas—were the only family who
afterwards never disowned him and his liberality. When
the Faubourir Saint-(!ermain remenibered this as a crime

ajrainst the (irandlieus, Louis XVI II. resju'cted them for

it; hilt perhnp.s his only object was to annoy MoxsiKL'it.

A marriaire was considered likely between the vminfr

Vicomte de (Jrandlieu and Marie-.Vthennis. the Duke's vounir-

est daujrhter. now nine years old. Sabine, the younsrest but

one, married the Baron du (Juenic after the revolution of

July 1830; Josefihine, the third, became Madame d'Ajuda-

I'into after the death of the Maripiis' first wife. Made-
moiselle de Rocheiide, or Hochcijrude. The eldest had taken

tlie veil in ]X'-i2. The second. Miidemoiselle Clotilde

Frederique, at this time seven-aiid-twenty years of aire, was
deeply in love with Lucien de Hubempre. It need not be

asked whether the Due de (irandlieu's mansion, one of the

finest in the Muv Saint-l)omini(|Ue, did not exert a thousand

Ppells over Lncien's imnuinntion. Fvery time the heavy gate

turned on its hinges to iidmit his cab, he experienced the grati-

fied vanity to which Mirabeau confes.-^ed.

"Though my father was a mere druggist at I'Hounieau, I

may enter here I"' This was his thought.

.And. indeed, he v\oul(l have coiiiniitled far wi)rse crimes

than allying himself with a ''orger to pre.^vTve his right to

ill
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TiK'urit the steps of tlial ciitriincc, to hear liimself aimounLcd,
">F(>ii.-icur tic l!.i!'riii]irr" at the ddur of tlic lini Louis XIV.
(Irawin^f-rooiii. dnoratrd in tlic titin' of tlir i/r'nnl nKntarijuc

on tlic pattern of those at \'ersailles. wliere that ehoicost eir-

fle met, that ereani of Paris foeiely. ealied then Ic petit
r/u'if'iiu.

The noMe I'ortiifruese hidy. on" of (liose who never care
to jro out of tlieir own home, was n-ually the centre of lier

nei,Lrhliors' attentions

—

tho ('h;;iili( iis. the Xavarrcins. tlio

f.enoneonrts. Tlie jjretty Baronne de Maeumer

—

iifc de
C'hauheu—the Duehesse do ^^au^ri,<:neuse, Ma(hime d'Kspard,
Madame de Caniiis. and Mademoi^cHf d,'^ Toudics—a eon-
nection of the (irandlieus. who are a I'.rcton familv—were
fre(pi('nt visitors on their way to a lial! or on ihcjr return
fnuii tlir opera. The ^'ieomte (]v (iran<lHru. the Due do
Hhetore. tiie Manpiis de Chaulien—afterwards Due de Len-
oneourt-Chaulieu—his wife. Madeleine de Mor'sauf, the Due
de LeiKUTourt's <:rand-(hiui,diter. the Manpiis (rAjuda-Pinto,
th<' l'rine(> de Hhimont-Chauvry. tlie ^lanpiis de Beauseant,
the X'iihmii' de F'amiiTs. tlie A'an(h'ness(>s, tlie old Prine(> de
CadiLrnan. and his son the Due de .Maufri,Lrneuse, were con-
stanlly to he seen in this stately drawin,Lr-room. where they
hrealhed the atmosphere (d' a Court, where manners, tone,
and wit were in harmony with the di^rnity of the Ma>ter and
MiMress whose nristoeratie jiiien and mairni licence had oh-
lit. 'rated the memory (d' their servility to Najiolenn.
The old Duehesse dT.xelles. mother of the Duehesse de

Maufri,i:iieu>e. was the oracle of this circle, to which Madame
de Srrixv had never <:ained admittance. tlioii;,di iin- de
.l^)lllplerolles.

I'Uenn was hrouL'ht thither hy Madame de Maufri.irneuse,
who had won . ver her mother to speak in his favor, for she
liad d.itfd on him for two years: and the enpairintr vouiilt
p"ei !iad kept his footin,Lr there, thanks to the intluence of
111- hi'-h Alniuiier of France, and the support of the Arch-
l.i-!..,p of l';iri-^. Still, he had not heen admitted till he had
''litaiiied the patent restoring tu huii the name and arms uf
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the RiilKiiipre f:innly. The Due i\r Klu'ldn''. ihf Chevalier

d"Ksj)iinl. mill <(m\c otlicrs, jcalou.- nf Liicici,. ixTiddically

t-tiri-cd up iho Due i\v (irandliou't; prejudices a;,Miiist him by

retailing.' anecdotes nf tlie youii.i: iiian",- previou- career; Imt

the Duchess, a devout Catliolic surrouii(h'd hy the groat prel-

ates of the Church, and her dau-hter Clotihk' woukl not give

him up.

Lucien aecounteil for tliese liostilities i)y his connection

with Madame de ilargetoii. Maihime d'Kspard's cousin, and

now Comtesse (hi Chateli't. Then, feehui: the importance

of allying himself with -n powerful a family, and urged hy

his privv adviser to win Cloiilde. I.ucien found the courage of

the pnrvrnu : he came to the house five days in the week, he

swallowed all the atTronts oi the envious, he endured im-

pertinent looks, and an-wered irony with wit. His per-

sistency, the charm of his manners, and his amiability, at

last neutralized opposition and reiluccd ojjstacles. He was

still in the highest favor with Madame de Maufrigneuse.

whose ardent letters, writli-n under tlu> inthu-nce of her ]ia--

sion. were pre.-erved by Carlos ilerrera : he was idolized bv

Madame de Serizy. and ,-to<id well in Mademoiselle des

Touches' good graces: and well content with beinjx receivei!

in these houses. Lucien was instructed by the Abbe to be a-

reserved as ])ossil)le in all other (piarters.

"You cannot devtite yourself to several houses at once,"

said his Mentor. "The man who goes everywhere finds no

one to take a lively intere-t in him. (ireat folks only

patronize those who emulate tiieir furniture, whom they see

every dav, and who have the art of becoming as necessary

to ttiem as the seat they >it on."

Thus Lucien. accustomed to rcizanl the (irandlieus' draw-

ing-room as his arena, reserved bis wit. his jests, his news,

and his courtier's graces for the hours he spent there every

evening. Insinuating, tactful, and warned by Clotilde of

the shoals lie -bould avoid, be tlalten^d Monsieur de Grand-

lieu's little weaknesses. Clotilde. having begun by envying

Madame de Maufrigneuse lier bap})iness. ended by falling

desperately in love with Lueien.
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Porcoivinjj all the aflviiiiiaizcs of siuli a oonnection, Luciin

plavid lii- l(ivcr"s })art as well as it could have hi'cn acted

l)v Aniiaiid. the latest jfiinc pn iiiii r at the CoiiiiiHr Fnuioii^r

llr uiLir to Clotilde. letters whieh were certainly master-

pieces of literarv workniansliij) ; and ("lotilde replied, vyini;

with him ill pnius in the expression of jierfervid love on

papiT, fur -he had no other outlet. Lucien went to church

at Saiiit-'rhonias-fr.\()iiin every Sunday, irivinir himself out

as a ihvdiit Catholic, and he poured forth monarchical and

pinii> liaramrues which were a marvel to all. lie also wrote

siiinc (xcccdin^ily rcmarkahle articles in papers ilevoted to the

'('(iiii:reL''ation." refu-in^'' to be paid for them, and siirning

tluni Hilly with an "L." He iimihiced political pamphlets

when mniired hy Kin;.' Charles X. or the lliirh Almoner,
;ind fi.r iliese he would take no ])ayiiiriit.

"The Kinir."" he would say, "has done so much for me.
that I oue hitii my blood."

For some days past there had been an idea of attaching

Lucien to the prime minister's cabinet as his ])rivate secre-

tary: but Madame (rKsi)ard brought so many jiersoiis into the

field in opposition to Lucien, that Charles X.'s Mniln- ./nciinrs

hesitated to clinch the matter. Xor was Lucien"s ])osition

by any means clear: not only did the (piestion. "What does

he live on!'"" on everyiiody's lips as the young man m-e in

life. re(iuire an answer, but even benevolent curiosity—as

iiiiK h a- inalcvolftit curiosity—went on from one in(p;iry

tn another, and found nutre than one Jniiit in tiie ambitious

youtlTs harness.

Clotilde de (irandlieu iiiiconsci.iusly st'rved as a spy for

ii'-r lather and nintber. A few days .-iiiee >lu had led l\,ucien

into a recess aiid told him of the diiiicuities rai>eil by her

fa 111 i I V.

"Invest a million franc> in land, and my band is vours:

that i- my mother's ullimatuiii,"" ("ntilde liad explained.

".\nd pre-riitly they will a>k uai vvIhtc you got the money,"
said Carlos, when Lucieu reported this la.~l word in the

bargain.
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"My brothor-in-liiw will \u\v iiiiidc his fortune." nmarkrd
Lucifn: "uc cjin iiuikc liim the rcs|i(msil)l(. haik.r.""

"Tlicii only tlu' million is ncodfcl,"' said Carlos. "I will
think it over."

To be exact as to Liicicn's position in the HAt.l G-,,,].
lieu, ho had never dined there. Xeither Clotilde. no. the
Diichesse .ITxelles, nor Madame d.' Maufri^niense. wIk. was
always extremely kind to Liieien, could ever oijtain thi< fa: r

from the Duke, ^o persistently susi)ieious was the old nohk-
nian of the man lu' designated as -le Sire de Rnhempre."
This shade of distinction, understood hy every one who visited
at the house, constantiv wounded Lueion's .st-lf-re.-pect, for he
felt that he was no luore than tolerated. Hut the world is

justified in hein<r suspicious; it is so often taken in!
To cut a fi;.Mire in Paris with no known source of wealth

and no reco<:niz((l employment is a position which can hy
no artifice he lom: niaintained. So Lucien. as he crept up
in the world. !:ave more and more wei<,dit to the (piestion,
"What does he live on?" He had ijcen olilijrod indeed t,i

confess to .Madame de Serizy, to wiioni he owed the patronage
of Monsieur (Jranville, the I'uhlic I'rosecutor, and of the
Comte Octave de Hauvan. a Minister of State, and Proident
of one of the Supreme Courts: "I am dri'adfully in debt."
As h(> entered the courtyard of the mansion where he found

an excuse for all his vainties. Ii(> was sayin.ir to iiimself as he
reflected on Trompe-la-Mort's schcn.ing:

"I (an liear the around cracking under my feet!"
1'

' loved i-lsther. and he wanted to marry Mademoiselle
de (Jrandlieu: .\ strange dilemma! One liiust in- sold to
buy the other.

Only one person could etrect this bargain without damage
to Lucieirs honor, and that was the supposed Spaniard. Were
they not hound to lie eipially ^ecrel. each for the other?
Such a compact, in which each is in turn master and .slave,
is not to be f'ound twice in any one life.

Lucien drove a'vay the clouds that darkened his brow, and
walked into the Crandlieu drawing-roiuji gav and beaniiu"-.

iii.
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At tin's inomont tho windows were oprn. tlio frntrriiiicf fr,,iii

the .LMrdcn scented ihe room, the llouiT-liasket in tiie .eiitre

(li.-|)l;iye(l its pyniiiiid of flowers. The Diu-he.-. .-.eaied < n u
-ofa in the corner, was tiilkin.i: to the Diicliesse de Chaulieu.
Several women tocrciher formed a -roup remarkable for their
various attitudes, stamped witii the dilferent expression which
eai h strove to <rive lo an all'ected scutow. In the fashionahio
world iiolMidy takes any interest in ^^rief or snirerin^': every-
thing^ IS talk. 'I'he men were walkin;,^ up and down the room
or in the L'arden. Clotildc and .rosephine wore busy at the
tea-lal.le. The \'idaine de I'amiers, the Due de (iranulieu,
the .Marquis d'Ajuda-l'into, and the Due de Maufri-neuso
were i)layin^' U'/.sA-, as tlioy called it. in a corner of the
room.

W hen I-ucien was announced he walked across ttie room
to make his how to the Duchess, asking the cause of the irrief
lie could read in her face.

••Madame de Chaulieu has just had dreadful news; her
son-in-law. the l5aron de Macunier, e.x-duke of Soria, is just
ilead. 'i'he yount: Due de Soria and his wife, who had <:one
to (hanieplriirs to nurse their l.rnther, have written tins'" sad
iiiiellitrence. Louise is heart-broken."'

"A woman is not loved twice in her life as Loui.se was
loved by hvv husband." said Madeleine de Mortsauf.

•'She will be a rich widow." obs(>rved the old Duchosse
dT\( lies, looking at Lueien, whose face showed no chanjre of
expression.

••i'oor Louise!" said INFadarne dT-:spard. '"I understand
her and pity her."

The Manpiise d']-:spard put on the pensive look of a woman
ttill of s.,ul and feelinir. .Sabine de (;randlieu, who was but
'en vear.s old, raised knowin^r eyes to her mother's face, but
ihe satirical >rlance was repressed iiy a jrlance from the Duell-
er-. Tiiis i.^ !)rin<.Mnff children up properly.

••It' my daujrhter lives throufrh the shock.'"' .sai.l >Ladame de
< h:inii.,i. with a very maternal manner, "I shall be an.xious
""'It her future life. Louise is so very romantic.'"
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"It is po (lilliciilt iiowad.us," siiid ;i vciirnililc ('anlinal,

"to rccdiu-ilt' I'rclin^' wilh the iirnpriitic-."'

I.iicicn, ulio li,-i(l iKit a \v(ini to say. went to the tca-tablo

to do wliat was pulitc to tln' dcnioiscllcs dc (irandli( ii. When
the port had ;:oii(' a tVw yards away, tlic 'Maniuisc (I'lOspanl

leaned over to wlii.-per in (he Diiehess' aw:
"And do you really think that that youti^' fellow is so much

in low with yo\ir ('lulildr'r"

The perfidy f)l" this ipie-tion eaTinot he fully understood

hut with the help of a sketeh of Clotilde. That youn:: lady

was. at this moment, standini: np. Her attitude allowed the

Manpiise (TKspard's moekinir ey(> to lake in Clotilde'^ lean,

narrow fiirure. exactly like an asparairus stalk; the poor trirl's

hust was so Hat that it did not allow of the artifice known to

dressmakers as firlnis ntei)lrin:-:. or padded hahitshirts. And
Clotilde. who knew that her name was a snllicient ailvanta'^e

in life, far from tryiiiL'' to conceal this defect, heroieallv made
a ilisplay of it. ISy wcariiiLT plain, tidit dresse-; she achieved

the effect of that stiff prim shap(> which media'val scnlj)torp

succeeded in irivinir to the statuettes whose profiles are con-

spicuous a^rainst the hackurotn.d of the niches in which they

stand in cathedrals.

Clotilde was mo/e than five foet four in heiirht: if we max
he allowed to use a familiar phrase, which has the merit at

any rate of oeinir jierfectly intelligible—she was all legs.

Thes(> defective proportions trave her fiL'ure an almost de-

formed appearanc( With a dark complexion, harsh black

hair, very thick eyebrow-;, fiery eyes, set in sockets that were

already deeply discoliui'd. a side face shaped like the m(ton

in its first (piarter. and a prominent hrow. she was the carica-

ture of her mother. (»ne of tlv handsomest woiihmi in Portugal

Nature amuses herself with such tricks. Often we mm- in

one family a sister of wonderful beauty, whose features in

her brother are ai)soluteiy hideous, thouixh the two are amaz-
ingly alike. ClotiMe's lips, e.xces^ivelv tliin and sunken, wore

a permanent e,x])fession of disdain. .\nd yet her mouth,
better tlian anv other feature of her face, revealed everv secret
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impiilso of hor lioart. fur iitlVitiuM K'lit it a swoct exprosssion,

wliicli \\ii> all the more r('markal)lf ln'catisf luT clit'ck.s were

too salinu tor lihislu's, and Iut hard, hhuk tvo?; lu'vcr told

a II vt hi HIT. .Notuithstandinj,^ these det'eets, iiotwithstaiiding

her hoard-like earria<:e, .-he had iiv hirth and education a

^'iMiid air. a proud demeanor, in .-hort, everything' that has

heiu well named Ic jc nc mis (jiioi, dm; partly, perhaps, to lier

iiiieompromi.-iii^ simplicity of dress, which stamped her as

a woman of noi)le hlood. She dresseii her hair to advantage,

and it might \iv accounted to her for a heauty, for it grew

vigorou>ly. thick and long.

She liad cultivated hi'r voice, and it could cast a spell; she

sang e.\(pusitely. Clotilde was ju>t the wctman of whom one

says, "She has tine eye>," or, "She has a de!iL:!il fill temper."

1

1' any one addressed her in the Knglish fashion as '"Your

(irace,'" she wo\ild say. "You mean 'Your leanness.'"'

"Why should not my poor Clotilde have a lover?" replied

the Duchess to the Manjuise. "Ho \ou know what she said

Id me yesterday? "If 1 am lnved for amhition's sake, 1 un-

ilertake to make him love me for my own sake.'—She is

elever and ambitious, and there are men who like those two

i|ualities. As for him—my dear, he is as handsome as a

vision; and if he can hut repurchasi> the liuhempro estates,

nut of regard for ns the King will reinstate him in the title

ef ^Marquis.—.\fter all, his mother was the last of the

iluhempres."

"Poor fellow! where is he to find a million francs?" said

I he Maripiise.

"That is no concern of ours,"' replied the Duchess. "He
is ecrtainly incapable of stealing the money.—Besides, wc
would never give Clotilde to an intriguing or dishonest man
even if he were handsome, young, and a poet, like Monsieur
• ie Hubempre."

"\(\\\ are late this evening,"" said Clotilde, smiling at Lucien

with infinite graciou.-ness.

*"Yes, I have been dining out."

"^'ou have been (piite gay these last few day<,'" said she,

concealing her jealousy and anxiety behind a smile.

f
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"Quite piy'f" replied I,ueini. ••\,,--.,nl_v l>y the iiiere>t

cliiiiiee I hiivc hccn diiiiii;.'^ I'wrv (iii.\ llii> ucek uilli banker.-;
lo-dav with ilie \ii(iii,-eii>. \e>|enhi_v uith du Tiliet, the day
lielore with tile Kellers

""

U hence, it niav he -een. tlnii Lueieii had sueeeeded in
assiiiiiin^^ the idiie nf lii;hi iniiiertiiieiiee of -nai j)e.,|.ie.

••^oii have iiiaiiv enemie-." .slid ('hitilde. nU'enti;: him—
how ;:raeiuii.<l_v !—a eitp n\ tea. "S.Miie one ti>!d my father
tiiat you have debts to the aniount i,[ -ixiy tliou^sind francs,
and that before long Sainte-l'elagie will" be your summer
(juarters.— If yon could know what all tlie.-e calumnies are
to ine I— It all recod.- on me.— [ .-ay nothing of my own
yutl'ering—my father has a way of looking that crucifies me—but of wiiat you must be suil'ering if any K-ast part of it

should be the truth."

"Do not let such nonsen.<e worry you; love me as I love
you. and give me time—a h'W inonth.s " said Liieien. re-
Jilacing his empty eiij) on the silver tray.

"Do not let my father .<i'e you: he would say .something
disagreeable: and as you could not submit to that, wo should
be done for.—That odious Manpiise (PKspard told him that
your mother had been a monthly nurse and that your sister
did ironing

""

"We were in tlie nmst abject poverty," replied Lucien. the
tears rising to his eyes, '-'rhat is not calumny, but it is most
ill-natured gossip My sister now is a more than millionaire,
and my mother has been dead two years.—This information
has been kept in stock to ii.se ju.;t when I should be on the
verge of success here

"

"But what have you done to Madame d'Kspard?"
"I was so rash, at Madame de .Serixy's. as to tell the story,

with some added pleasantries, in the presence of MM. ,'|("

Hiiuvan and de (JraiiNille. of her attempt to get a eommis.sion
of lunacy appointed to sit on her husband, the Manpiis
d'Kspard. Bianchon had told it to me. Monsieur de (Jran-
ville's opinion, supported l»y tho.se of Hauvan and Serizy. in-
fluenced the deeibiou of the Keeper of the Seals. They all
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wire (ifraid of the (lutrllr ties Trihuuduj-. and droadod tlu'

H'.nidiil. and \\\v Maniiii.-c ^'"t luT knncklcs raiiiird in llu'

suiniiiini: up for the judgment linally recorded in thai niiser-

alile l)usiner;s.

"Thoii-h M. de Serizy l)y liis tattle lias made the Marquise

my inorI;d for. I piiiied "his ijood ollices, and those of the

I'idilii- rro-ecutor. and Comte < >etave de lianvan; for Madame

i\v Srri/.v told them the dauLrer in wiiiih T stoi.d in eon-

H'i|uriuc"of their allowinir the souree of their information to

hv -ue-rd at. The Manpiis iri'^pard was so clumsy as to

call upon inc. re.i:ardin,i: me as the first cause of his winning

Ihr ila\ in that atrocious suit."

'•I will re-cue you frotu Madame (ri''>pard/' said Clotildv.

'ilowV cried Lucieii.

"Mv mother <hall ask the younj: (TK-pards here: they are

charniinL^ hovs. aiui urowinir up tiow. The father and sons

will sing voiir praises, and then wc are sure lU'ver to sei' their

mother again."

"Oh. Clotilde. you are an angel! If I did m)t love you

fer yfiiirself, I siiould love you for hcing so clever."

"it i< not clevernc^s." said she. all her love heaining on

hrr lips. "Cood-night. I»o not come again for some few

(lav-. When you see me in church, at Samt-Tliomas-crAipiin,

uiih a i.iiik scarf, my father will he in a hetter temper.— Vou

will tliid an answer stuck to the hack of the chair you are

titling in; it will comfort you ])erliap- for not seeing me.

i'lii the note you have hrought under my haiioK«'rehief
"'

riu< voung person was evidently more than seven-and-

I wentv.

I*r

Liicien took a cah in the Kiu- de la Planclie, got out of it

(III the linulevard>, took another hy the Madeleine, and desired

the driver to have the gates o])ened and drive in at the house

in the h'lie 'i'aithont.

On iiding in at eleven o'clock, he found Esther in tears,

iiut dressed as she was wont to dros to do liim honor. She

awaited her Lueien reclining on a ssofa covered with white
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salin brocaded with yellow tjdwers, dressed in a l>ewiti liiiii.'

wrapper of fiidia iiiiisliii with eherrv-cnlored jjow- ; witlumt
her stays, her hair sitnply twisted into a kni.i, I'.er IVet in

little velvet slippers lined with ciierry-enlored >atin; all the
candles were hiirnini:. the hookah was prepared. I^ut .-he liad

not smoked her own. which stood lieside her iinli;,diteil. em-'
hleinatical of her loneliness. On hearin;,'- the doors open,
she sjjranjr iij) like a jrazelle, and threw her arms round
l.iicicn. wrafipin^r him like a weh cau<,dit by the wind and
iinn<,' ahont a tree.

"I'arted.— Is it trne?"

''Oh. jii>t for a few days." replied Lncien.

I']stlier relea-ed him. and fell hack on her divan like a dead
thinfr.

In these eireiimstanees. most wtmien hahhle like parrotx.
Oh! how they love! At the end of live years they feel as if

their first happijiess were a thin^ of yesterday, they cannot
give you up, they are mairiiilicent in their indi^jnation. de-
spair, love, prief. dread, dejection, presentiments. In short,

they are as sui)liMie as a scene from Shakespeare. Hut make
no mistake! These women do not love. When lliev are

really all that these ))rofe.ss. when they love truly, ihey do
as Esther did, as children do. as irue iove does; KstluT did
not say a word, she lay with her face buried in the
pillows, sheddiuff intter tears.

Lncien. on his part, tried to lift lier up. and spoke to her.

"But. my child, we are not to part. What, after four years
of happiness, i- this the way you lake a short absence.

—

What on earth do 1 do to all thesr (rirlsy he added to himself,

remeniherinii: that Coralie had loved liitn thus.

"-\h. monsieur, you are so haiul.souie." .said l%iirope.

The senses have their own ideal. When added to this

fascinating beauty we find the sweetness of nature, the poetry,

that characterized Lucien, it is ea.sy lo conceive of the mad
passion roused in sucli wonu-n. keenly alive as thev are to e.\-

ternal trifts. and artless in their admiration. I'^sthcr was
pobbinir (piietly, and lay in an attitude uxprestsive of the

deepest distress.
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''|5iit, litlli' j:iMisf." said I.uncii. "ilid \oii noi iitiili'i' .liiritl

tliai iii\ litr 1- at .-take?"

,\l t!ii-i' «iii(U, wliicli he fliu^i' nil [iui-|>()-c. I'i-iiicr stared

ii{> like a wild annual, her liair lili, tuiidihii;^' alioiit her

(\( iiiil laic like kvrcalli.- ni l'ii|n;:c. She |(m.1m,| .-iradi'v al

l.m nil.

^(Mir litr!'" she ( rii'd. tliniuin;; up her arm-, and li'ttinj^

liiiiii dn'|i uitli a ;.'c?tiiri' kn<i«ii mii1\ in a loiirifsaii in {htiI.

•|'.i lir ruvi-: that t'rii'iid's iiHtc ^["•,ik< nf M-riuus risk.""

Siir idiik a -lialiliy ^<ra|i of |(a|iir out <>( \ut >a-h ; tlu'ii si'o-

in;.' liiirnp.'. ^Iic ?aid, "i.,cavc u-, my ;:irl.'"

Whi'ii liiiropc had shut the d')nr .-he wmt en- ••Here, t!iis

l^ uliat lie Utile-,"" aiid ^ile handed to I.ucien a note >he had
jii.-t reel 1 VI d froiii Carlos, \\Iiieh I.iieieii read aloud:

—

"Vou mii-l lra\e to-morro\v at live in the morning': you
Will he tak' 11 to a keeper's IoiIl^' in ilif lirarl of the Forest

of S,iinl-( lermain. where you will havi' a room on tlie first

tliHif. I •'> not i|iiit tliat room till I j: mi jiave •,yoii will want
tor nolhiiiL'. 'I'lie keejur and iiis wil' .re to lie trusted. Do
not write to Liieiiii. I)o not l'o ti' thr window diirini; dav-

liLiliI : hilt yoii may walk hy niuhi witli the keeper if vou wisli

t'of e\erei-e. Kii'p the eamaL''' hiiiids ilov.n on the wa\.

Llleirn'> life i- at stake.

"1,111 ien will ir,, to-ni,t:liI to liid ymi i,'ood-hye; hum tills

ill his pfe-enee."'

i.iM ieii hurried the note at onee in the flame of a candle.

"Listen, my own Liuien." -anl i;>ther, after liearin>r him
ie;ii| this h'ller a> a eriminal hears (he sentence of death;
| will i.ot tell you that i love you : it would he idiotie. For
mariv live \ears it has hreii as natural to me to love you as

to hpNithe and live. i'"roiii the tir-t day when my happiness

hiyaii under the ])rotei-tion of that in-erutahle heinjr, wlio

plaeeil me here as you place >ome little eiirious heast in a

laae. i !iave kn'iwn that you must marry. Marriage is a
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noccssary factor in yoiw earcvr, and (iod piT-crvc nir from
hindcrin,!,' liic develdpiiient of your fortuiuv-.

'•Thiit luarriap' will bo my doath. I'.ut I will noi worry
you

; I will iKit (1(1 a> ihf cmnnion uirls do wlin kill tlu'm.-flvc"s

ly means <d' a braxior of cliarn.al; 1 liad enough of that
oiii-c; twice raise- your <j:i>yi:r. as .Marietic siys. No, I will -.,

a 1(1111,' uay oil', out .d' Kranee. Asie knows tlif secrets of her
country; she will liclp me to die ([uielly. A prick— wliitf,

it is all over I

"I ask but oiu' ihim:, my deare>t. and that is tliat vnu will
not deceive me. I have bail my sliarc of liviiii:. Since the
day [ first .-aw yon. in l^-Jl. till this day. I have known more
hapj)iness than can be put into the lives of ten fortunate
wives. .S() take nic for what 1 am—a woman as strouir as
I am Weak. Say 'I am ,i:oing to lie niarrie'l." I will ask no
more of you than a fond farewtdl, and you shall never hear
of me airain."

^

There was a moment's silence after this explanation as
sincere as her action and tone were (jiiibdess.

'"Is it tliat you are L:oin<r to be niarrieii?"" she repeated,
looking into lauien's blue eyes wiih one (d" lur faseinatin"
glances, as brilliant as a steel blade.

"\\c have bci'ii toiling at my marriau'e for eighteen months
past, and it i.- not yet >cttlcd."' replied Lucien. "1 <lo not
know when it can \h- -ciiicd; but it is not in i|iiestion now.
child :— It is the .\bbe. I. you.—We are in real peril. Nucin-
gen saw you

'"

'^'es. in the wood at Mncennes," said .she. "'Did he roc-
ogiHze me r"

"No," -aid Lucieii. "But he has fallen so (l(\spcrately in
love v.ith you, that he would sacrifice his cotfers. After
dinner, when he was describing how he had met vou. I was
so fnoli-h as to smile involuntarily, and nio-t imprudently,
I"'" 1 live in the world like a savaiic surrounded bv t'le traijs

(d' a ho-tile tribe, Carlos, who -pares me the pains of ihink-
im:. rci^ards tlie po-iiion as damjcrous. and he has umlertaken
lo pay Nucingcn out if the Uaron takes it into his head to
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U Hpv on u.-i; and lio is .juiti' <ii[);iliK' of it: he sp.ikc to iiic of

tlir iiicipMC'ity of tlu' pnlicc. ^du liiivf li^'litfd a llaiiic in

an nlil chinuH'}" cliokt'il wiih >oot."'

.\iiil what (lofj your Sp;iniard propo.so to do?" asked
I-'>lli(.T Very ~oft]y.

"I do not know in the least," said l,ncicn ; "he told me I

iiiii:lii -Irtp soundly and leave it to him:"— hut he dared not
l-xik :,{ l-"-slher.

"If thai is the ease. 1 will oiiey him with the dnor-Iike sid)-

iiii--inn I profess," Miid K,-llier. puttini: her hand ihi'oULdi

l-iK it nV arm and leadiiii: him into her hedruom. >aviii<:. "At
.niy rate. I hope you dined well, my Tvulu. at that iletestable

r>aron'- ':"

••.\-ie\-. eookin<r prevents i]iy ever thinkini: a dinner L'ood,

howevei- f.imons the rhcf may tie, where i happen to dine.

il^,^rver. Careiiie did tlie dinner to-niirlit. as lie does every
Sund.-iw"

l.iieien involuntarily compared Iv-ther with Clotildi'. 'i'lie

r)ii-tre-> wa~ -o lieatitiful. so unfailin^dy eharnunL^ tliat slio

hail a- \e| ke|it at anil's leii^Mh the mon>ter who devours th(>

niii-t pireimiid lo-es

—

Satietv.

"What a pitv." thouLdit he. "to tiiid one's wife in two
Volumes. Ir. one—poetry, deliuht. love, devotion, heauty,
sweetness

"

I'.^ther V 1,- fiwsine- ahoiit. as women do. hefore iroinL'' to
hid: -lie eaine and wriit and lluttered round, sinirin^ all the
tiiiii'; Mill mie-ht have thouLdit her a humminirdiinl.

"In the other—a nohle name, family, honors, rank,
khowli'd-c of the world I—And no earthly means id' ;)ni-

iiinimr them!" cried Lucaen to himself.

N'M ninrnini:-. at seven, when the poet awoke in the pretty
p;iik-aiid-whiie room, he found himself alone. He rang,
i!!il luirope hurried in.

'"\\ liat are monsieur's orders?"
f'.-'lliT?"

"M;rl;ime went otf this niorninLT at a ipiarter to five. By
Mi'iiMiiir r.Vbhe's order, 1 admitted a neu faei—earria.^-e

iiaid."
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'"A Wdiuan ?"

"No, sir, an l']n,i:li.-h woman—one of tlmsc p'oplc v. h:, d,.

thi'ir (layV \wirk \i\ u\u\\\, and ur arc nrilcrcd to uvat lur a>

if sIr' were niadaiiif. What can you liavi' to >av to ^iidi i

'

!— I'oor niadainc, how she cried when slie :rot into the carriauc.
'Well, it lias to be done I' cried she. '1 h'i'i tlial poor dear
boy asiec]),' said >!ie, wiping away her tear.-; •I'iuropc. if he
had looked at ine or spoken my name. 1 r!/oiild liave slaved— I coiihl i)nt havi' died with him.'— I tell voii, -jr. | am so

fond of madame, that I did not >iiow her the |)er-on who
has taken her phice: >nme waitinj^-niaids wouM have liroken

her heart \>\ doiiij,' so."'

.\nd is the .-I ranu'er there?"'

"Well, sir. she came in the chai.se that took away madatiie.
and I hid lu-r in my room in obedienci^ to my instruc-

tions
"

'is she nice-looking?"'

"So far as such a second-hand arti.'Ic can he. Rut she
will tind her part easv eiionuh if you play yours, sir,"" said
Europe, s:oin.i,'- to fetch the false i^sther.

The nisfht hefore. i re iroiiur to heil. tlie all-pow<>rfiil hanker
had given his orders to his valet, wiio, at seven in the morn-
in<:, hrouMJit in to him the iioiorious l.ouchard. the most
famous of the commercial police, whom he left in a lilile

sitlinir-room ; there the liaron joined him. in a dr(->inir-L:own

and slippers.

"^"ou liaf mate a fool of me!" lie said, in rcfily to this

othoiars urei'tinir.

' i could not help myself. Monsieur le Baron. I do not

want to lo.se my place, and 1 hail the honor of I'Xplaininir to

you that 1 could not meddle in a matter that had nothing: to

do with my function-. What ilid I proiiii-e vou ? 'I'o put

you info communication with one of mir aLii'iils. who. as i:

seenie(l to me. would hi iiest ahie t() ser\e Vou. I>iit vou kne ,.

.

Monsieur le I^aron, the sharji line- ihat divide men of di'Vi :-

ent trades: tf vou huihl a lioust'. \ou do not ^^vi a carin!!'^ ;
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to do pmitliV work. Well, tlnTc arc two bninchr? of the

poiici— till' political police and tho judicial police. 'Ilio

poliiu-ai piilicc never iiitert'cvc with the other hraiich. and

//<r ri'i\-<n. It' von apply to the ehit't' of the political policx-,

hr must ;jet ])erniission from the Mini.-^ter to take up ymir

liii.-iiu--. and ynu would not dare to e\plain it to the head of

!hi' pniiii- throa,i;lioiit the kin,s:doni. .\ police-aizcnt who
shmild act nii his ouii ai'coiint woidd lose his place.

"W'rl!. till' onlinarv pnliie ari' ipiile as cantiuus as tho

pnlitiral puliee. So no one. whether in the Home ( Mlice or

at the I'refrctnre of I'oiice, ever ninvi's exccptini: in the in-

ti-ri'st- id' the State or for the end> nf Justice.

'11' tlirfi' is a jijiit or ii crime to he followed np. then, in-

deed, the head-; 'd' the corps are at vnur service: hut von

must under-tand. Monsieur le P>aroii. that they have other

fish III fry than lokiiii: after the lifty thniisand love affairs

in Paris. As [', iiu' and my men, our only husiricss is to

arre-t dchtors; and a-^ snon as anythini: else is to he dniie,

we run I'liormoiis risks if ue interfere with the peace and
(|iiiit of any man or woman. I sent you one of mv nii'ii,

hut I tiild you I could not answer lor him ; you instructed him
t" lind ,1 jiarticular woman in Paris; ("oiiteii.-on bled vou of

a tlnuisand-franc note, and did not even move. 'Ndu mijilit

as uell look for a iierdle in the riser as for a woman in Paris,

". Ii'> is -uppo>ed tn haunt N'incenncs. and of whom the

dfsiriplinii an-wers to c\ery pretty woman in the t-apilal."

'.\nd could Hut Contciison liaf tolt me de truf. instead of

liiakiiiLT nie pleed out one tonsand franc?""

'"Li-trn to me. .Monsieur le I>aron,"" said Loiichard. "Will
villi liive nir a thousand crowns? 1 will ^'ive ymi— ,s,'ll you

—

a pure of .advice?""

"is it viu'i one tousand crown—your at\ice?"" asked Xucin-
^'I'li.

"1 am not to he caught. .Monsieur le liaroii." answered
l.iiiH hard, "^'ou are in lo\e. ymi want to distuser liie ob-

,|i(l of vnur passion: yuu arc ;,^itin,i: ;is yellou as a lettuce

wilhoui water. Two phy.-icians came to see you yesterday,
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your man tells inc, wlm think ymir life is ;!i dan.iror: now, I

alnnc i.".n put vmi in ihc hands of a ek'V«T JVUow.— But

the (liucr is in it! If your life is not worth a tlioutand

crown-
"

"Ti'l! me lie naini' of dat clofcr fellow, and depent on my
;:eiH i-o-jty

""

l.nucliard tnok ii|> hi~ hat. In.ucd. and left the room.

"Wat rin teuftll" cried NuciuLren. "(.'ome ijack—look

liere

"Take notice." >aid I.nurhard. heforc takini: the money,

"I am liiilv -cllinu' a piece of infornialinn. pure ami sim[)l(\

1 can '/\\v \ou the name and aildre-- <if the only man who

is ahlc to he of ii-e to you— 1 at he is a ma>ter
'"

'•("iet out mit v(ui." cried Xncinu'en. 'itere is not no name

dat is vort (Uie tou>ant crown hut dat voii N'arschild—aiul

dat <udv vcn it i- si.-n at tlti' lioltom of a hank-hiU.— I shall

<:if \-ou one tousani franc.""

Lmuhard. a little wea>el. who had never hcen able to pur-

chase an otliee as lawyer, notary, clerk, or attorney, leered

at tl'.c iiaron in a -iuiiilicant fa«hion.

••'Pi, vou— a thou-aiul cro\vn<. or lei it alone. You will

get them liack in a few second- on the Hour-e."" said he.

"1 vill i:if vou (UU' tou-ant franc." repiMted the Karon.

'•You Would cheapen a jri'ld mine!"" -aid Louchard. bow-

ing and lea.ving.

"I siiall get dat address for tive hundert franc!" cru>d the

Barou. who ilc-ircd hi> servant to -end his -ecretary to him.

Turcaret is no more. In these days the .-nudlest banker,

like the greatest, e\erci^^- hi> acumen in tlie -uiallest trans-

actions: he harLi'ain- over art. heneliccnrc. aiul love: he would

bargain with the I'ope for a dispensation. Thus, as he

listi'iied to I.ouch,, 'd. Nueingeii had hastily concluded that

Conlcii-on. I.iMK hard"> nght-hand man. must certainly know

the adilre^s of that ma>ter -i)y.
('onten>on W(Uild tell hiiu for

iive hundred franc- what Louchard wanted to see a thousand

crow lis for. 'I'iie I'apid calciilalion (Mainly prove- that it

the iiiaii"- heart was in p>'--e— ion of love, his head was still

that of ihe K il\ .-lock-joljij.
•

'ii
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"(1(1 your 'i\vn self, iiiciisicur,"" s;ii(| tlic fiimin to liis -(•crc-

t;iry. "In ( 'nmciison. (hit .-[ty nf L(iiicl.;iri"- df h.-nliir niai; -

liiii pi ill I.IK' ciipridlctlc. \cry (pick, .-md prinj.' him Ikto
(|\i'k to inc. I >Ii;iil vail.

—

(id mil iroiiL'li dc i:iirl('n.--llcr('

i> il.il key. for iKi man shall mv dal man in hcnv Ynu shall

t.-ilM' him iiild ilat liillc uartcii-hdusf. Try td d.; dat liitle

lm-inc-,~ vtry defer.""

A i-ildi'- called Id >ee XuciiiL'en on iiusiiicss; hiil he wailed
fdi- ( 'dnlcii-.,,n. he wAfi dreaming' (d' I'l^ilier. tellini: himself
thai licfdrc IdHL'' he would see a^ain le wdiiian who had
aroii-cd in him -iich iinlidpcd-for enintidn-. and he -eiil everv-
hdd\ a\\a\ wilii va,<:ue replies and ddiihlc-ede-cd ppdnii^i's.

Conlcn-cn was to him the most impdrtanl jierscn in I'aris,

and he looked out inlo the j:ardcii every miniile. I-"iiially,

at'icr izivini;- drder- that no one cUe was to he admitted, Ik;

liad hi- hfeakfa-t -erve(| in the sumnier-hoii-c at one corner
of ihe liardcn In i he hanker's ollicc the conduct and hcsi-

.
K-v (d' the nid^t kiidwiiii:. the most elearsi;:hted, the shrewd-

c-i ..f I'^iri-, financier- <eenicd ine\i)licahle.

"What .lils the (diiid':-"" ,-aid a stoekhroker to one (d' the
lleail-(lc!k^.

-No one knows; they aro nn.xioiis ahoiit his healtli. it

"""!'! -''"i- Yesterday. Madame la BaiMnne iiot Desploin
and liianchdii Id meet."'

(»ne day. \\ hen Sir Isaac Xewtdn was on.irajred in phvsiek-
mi: diic i,( his ddMv. 7!anied "licantv"" (who. as is well known,
li'-iroycd ;i viisi nia>s oi' wnrk, and whom he re[)roved duly
in lh..-e wdr.U. "Ah: lleaiitv. ydii little kmnv the mischief
.^"" '''i^'' 'lone I""), .-(line -tranpTs called td -ee him: 'mt tliev
:i' once retired, re-pecrim: the LM-eat man's dciaipalion. In
•VI I'y iiidre or Ic-- Idl'iy life. th.Te is a little doi: "P.caiify."
When ihc .Maivchal de Kicheiieii came to pav his res[iect.< to
I'"'!!- \\'. after lakimr ^Mahdii. one i>i' {he e-reatest feats of
;iriM- df ihe eiiihteenih centnrv. the Kint: -aid to Iimm. "Ifave
>'"'• '''•"''! ''" rrMt news? I'oor Lansniatt i> dead.""— Lans-
niali wa- a eaiek cper in the seerel nf the Kin<r's intriLTiies.

Till l.ank<Ts of I'aris never knew how nuieh iliev owed
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to ( nnt..n<o„. Tl.at >j.y «... ,1,,. ,;„,-. of ^uvnv^m; „llow-
nif,' an „„m..„sc. |n;,n ,n l„. ,.,,,,.,1 u. uhi, 1, h,s .hare was

.H.l-r <-...,I,l a,:n .-,, a fortnn.. any ,l,.,y w„|, , !,. artillm- of
fp.vnlatHm. ln,t ti... n.ai, uas a .hur (o thr
happiness.

Ti

>[)*' of

li>''^n.at hank.r -Irank >onH. tra. an,l was mhUVnvr -.i
.,

?=li<r..l l.rrad aii.l Imtlcr. a> a man .lo..s wlius,. t.'.

I'lni: not liccn sliarnci
'•til have tor

,
,. ,

"'" '-y -M'l'f'tite. uhrn hr li,,inl a earria-e
stopa thelm!e,..nlen..,te. In a tVw ni.nutes hi. ...retarv
'"'"'/''*, '" <•'"" -'^on. whom helia.l run to .arth ,n a eafe
"ot far Iron. .Sa,nie-IV.h,,n.., where the n.an was h,vakfa<t,n.^^
"" the stren.Mh of a hr.he .nven ,o h,n, hv an .n.p.asoned
•l''l'tor lor..ertain allowan.es that rmi.t he |iai,i for

< '""tendon, you n.ust know. wa. a uhole poe,,,—a I'aris
P'^en. .M,.rely to see h.„. wonhl have hr.n mon-rh to tell
y.ni that li.aun.arehais- Fi;,„n>. MoUvu'^ Mnsnirille Mari-vauxs l-rontn,. an.l Daneonrfs /..,//e»/--th..s.. ..,,.at' npre-
-'nia ives ot a„(lae,ous >win.ilinjr. of ennnin<r driven to hay
of >trata-..m nsin- a-ain fro,,, the ..,„ls of „s lu'oken ^v^vv^ll
\yre all .|uite <eeon.l-rat.. hy eo.nparison with thi. .jant of
H.vern.-ss and meanness. When in I'aris vou (in-F a real
tyju.. he ,s no lon^rc.r a n,an. he ,s a speetaele; no lonirer afactor in lite. h,it a whole ,,t'e. ,„anv lives.
Kake a plaster east four Mines in a fnrnae... and v.-n ,r,.t

a .sor ot hastard imitation of Florentine hronx... Well t""ho
tlnmderholts of numherless disasters, the pre.>„re of terHhie
n.'ces.sities. had hron.ed ('onten>on-s hea<l. a^ ihouirh ^weatimz
I" an oven had three times over stained' his <kin
< losely-set wrinkles that eo„ld no lon-er he relaxed made
< .>rnal furrows, whiter in their erac-ks. The v.llow fare was
all wrinkle.. The hahl >kull. n^semhlin- \-o'ltaire-s wa< a-
par.-hed a a deatirs-hea.l. and hut for a U^\k hairs at the
liaek ,t w.aiid have .een.ed douhtful wheihor it was that of
;'""!'- """ '"'"'''•" ''-"' '"""• " I'^'ir of Chimse eve-
like those oi an ima-e und.r a <:la>s ..hade ,n a tea-hop-'
artificial eye., which sham life hut never sarv-moved hut

i
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oxpnssi'd nothing'. Tlu' n<i-c. ;is tlat ii« lliat of skull.

-luH'i il ;ii late : and llic iimulh. as a iniscr s.

a- alua\> (.pen. itut as cxprcs.-ionl

lliiii-lipp'd

'ss as I lie i^rin of a Ict'.er-

l)o\.

ConiciiMiii. as apaltictic as a sava;.'(', uilli sinilniriin! liaiiii-.

atrrcicii ihiit l)ioirciU's-likc iiidiU'crfiK c uliicli can iu'Vit Itcud

to ai)v t'onnalily 'f r('>pcct.

And what a coiiinu iilarv on lii~ life was 'vrittcn on his

lire V ariv one who lan dfciplicr a dress! Al (ovc al

what troii~|.r>I niadc. !iy Ion;: wear, a? black and >ldny as

till' (ainli-t (d' wliicli lawvcrs' piwn- arc made I A waistfoat,

iioiiLTht in an old clothe- >hep in the ']'( ii'ple. \\i;h .1
,'• u

et!il.roid( led eollarl .\ rusty Iihack roat I—

a

well hni-hed. clean after a fashion, and irraeed l,\ a waidi

nd everything

aiiil il M iniiialion irojd eliain. Coidenson allowed a triangle

d' -liiri to -how, uith pleats in which lililtercd a sham liia-

niuiid pm ; hi: Mack >el ^toek -et -tiff like a jror'^et

whii-li lav rolls of lle-h as red a> that (d a ( ari

over

!Ii<

ilk hat was as ''in.ssy as satin, hut the lining would have
yieldeil -reasi' enough for two street lamps if s(>me grocer
liad hoiiLiht it to hoil ilown.

iUit to enumerate these aece>;sories is nothing; if onlv I

immense importance tluiteOUl IVe a n idea of th(> air of

C-'ontenxiii contrived to impart to them I There v.as some-
thing mdescrihahly knowing in the cidlar of his coat, and
the fiNsh hiacki rii: on a pair of hoots uiili gaping soles, to

lOUeVer, to U'iVe -onie\\liieh no l:,iiguage can do ju.-tii

notion ,d' ihi> medley of elTecl. it may he ailded that
'I'ly man of iidelligenee woidd have felt, onlv on ~i-eing

<'omeii-(,ii. that if in-tead of heing a >])\ he had heen a
thief, all tl icse o(l<ls and end in-tead cd' raising a sniil

would have made one >hiidder with I

from hi- dre.-s. il

lorroi u'lLnng onlv

le oh>er>cr would have said to him.-elf, "'riiat

1.- a scoundrel; he gamhics, he drink>. he i- full of vie.-: hut
lie dov- not get drunk, he does not cheat, he is neitlier a
tlii' r nor a murderer."" And Contenson remained inscruiabie
nil tile word

.-ijy suggested it>elf.

i0
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This riiiiii hiid t'lillnudl a- inaiiv iinrccciLiiiizrrl triidi's as
llicrc arc n'cfi;,riiizc(l <nu>. 'I'lic sly stnilr mi hi- hp^ tlic

twinkle 111' Ins <^nvu (vc<. the (jUfcr twitch of hi- >imli imsc,

sh(.uc(i lliai he wa- imi .lelieieiit in iiiuiHir. He hail a fac- of
i^lieet-tiii. anJ lii> -mil mn-l |ii-uhiihly he like hi- faie. I-lverv

iiioseiiient III' his emiiiieiianee was a LM'iiiiaee wruni' from
liiiii I'V |iiiliieiie,-s rather liian any e\|ire--imi of an inmost
impulse. He wmild ha\e heen alarniin;: it he had not seeniL-d

HO (iroU.

Conlensoi', one of the mo>l curimis pmijuets of tlie sotim
tiiat ri.-e- lo the top iif ihc -eethiiiLf l'ari> cahlrmi, uliere evepv-

tliin,L' ferment-, pinled lum-elf on hein-. alin\e all ihini:<, a

j)liiln.-oplier. He would -,.y. uilhmii am hitter feelinL':

"1 ha\f i:rand talents, luit of what use are they? I might
as well have iiei'Il ail idiot.""

Ami he lilaiiied liim>elf in-tead of aeen-ini: mankind,
rind, if \ou I an. many -pies who have not more venom ahoiit

them than Cmileii-on had.

'('ireiim-tanies are ai^ainsl me." he wonld -ay to hi- ehiefs.

"We mi-hl he !itu' crvstal : we ai hut grains id' saml, that

is all.""

His indiU'erenee to dress hail smne sen-,.. He eared no
more ahmit his everyday clothes than an actor does: he cx-

cclied in disi:iiisini: himself, in "make-up"": he could have
given l'"reileric Leniaitre a le.-smi. for he cnuld he a dandv
when necessary. iMirnierly, in liis vminger davs. he must
have mingled in the mit-at-elhows si,cietv id' peo|)le livini: on
a hllinl'le scale. He expressed e\ee--i\e dise-ii^j f,„. til,, ci-lni-

iiial police curps : for. under the l-lmpire. lie had hi'lmiL'-ed

to loi. he's pnliee.and looked Upon him as r. u'reat man. Since
tiie suppression of this (iovernnient department, he had do-
voteil his etiergies to the tracking nf cmiimercial dcd'aulters;

hut liis wejl-knowii talent- and acumen made him a valuaide
auxiliarv. and tlie unrecogni/ed cliiefs ,,f the political police

had kept hi- uaine on their li-ts. Coiitenson. like his fellows,

was only a super in the dramas of which the leading parts
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woro played by \n> chief uh.ii a [lolitieal iiuv.-tigauoii was

ill the wind.

"(In \i\\." ^aid Xiiein-eii, di>ini>-iii^' his sirrelary with

a wave of I lie hand.

-Whv -liould lliis man live in a iiian>i<)n and I in a lodg-

in^:'"" w(m<l<r((l ('ontiiixni to liiniMlf. "lie has ilud;.'cd \m

rrr(Hl(.r> tiuvc tiiiH>; he ha.-^ roLl-.d ihnn; I never stole a

fartliin;:; 1 am a cleverer fellow tliau he is
"

••('(.n'trnsoii. mein freiind." ^aill ih*' \\:n»n. -ynu liaf vat

Mill call |ilrt(l nie (if one tmisand-fraiu- note.

'•.Mv L'irl owed (iod and the (h'vil
'"

"Vat! you haf a <.nrl, a nii^tns>!"" cried \uein.i:en. look-

in<r at ('(intmson with admiratinii not unmixed with envy.

"I am hut >i.\ty->ix,"' reiilicd Coiitcn.-on. as a man wliom

vice ha~ kept youno as a had example.

"And vat do she do?"

"She helps nie." said ('(inten-^on. "When a man is a thief,

and an honest woman love- him. either >lie hccomes a thief

or he hecnnics an honest man. 1 have alway- hei'ii a ^py."

"Ami vou vant money—alv.iysV' a>ke(i Xueinireii.

"Alwav~." said ('onlen>(m. with a -mile. "It is part of

mv hiisine-s ti> want money, as it i- yours to make it : wo

shall easily come to an understanding:. You find me a littl",

.,:d 1 wiil undertake to spend it. Vou shall lie the well,

,i,u! I the iiueket."

"Vould you like to haf one note for iife hundert franc?"

"Whiit ii (pie-tioiil l)Ut what a fool 1 at i
!—Vou do not

offer it out uf a di.-interested desire tn repair the sli.trhts of

Fortune?"

••N'..t at all. I ,L:if it hesides the one loii-and-franc note

vat vnii ]ilec(l me off. Dat make- fifte(-n hundert franc vat

1 <rif you."

"Very trood. vou lmvc nie the thou-and francs I have had,

and VMU wiil add five iiundred francs."

"Vast so." said Xucinsren. noddiuL'.

"Hut that still leave? only five hundred francs," said Con-

tensoD imperturbahly.
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"Dat r jzif," added ihr I'.aiMii.

"Tliat I take. \'viy ;.'ni.il ; ;iiid what. Mon>i('iir Ic Raron,

do you want for it r"

"I haf liccii tdld dill di re \as in I'ari.- <n\v man vat rould

find the voinaii vat I hd'. and dat ymi know \\\> address. . . .

A nal nia.-lcr to >pv."

"\"(Ty iru'.""

"Veil dm. ^df rnc dat addrr?s. and I j:if you flfo hundert
franc."

"WhiTc arc tli"y?" said Contcnson.

"Here dcy arc." said tli" IJaroii. drawing: a note out of his

pocket.

"All right, hand them over," said Contenson, holding out

his hand.

"Noting for noting! Let u« see de man. and you got de
money: you might sell to me many address at (hit price."

Contenson hegan to laugh.

"To he sure, you iiave a right to think that of mo." said

he, with an air id" hlaming himself. "The more rascally

our hnsiness is. the more honesty is necessary. Hut look

here. Monsieur le l.aron. make it six hundred, and I will

give you a hit of advice."

"(iif it, and tru-t to my generosity."

"I will risk it," I'ontenson said, "hut it is playing hiofh.

In such matters, you see, we have to work undiTgronnd. You
say. M^uiek march I"—You are rich; you think that money
can do everythintr. W(dl. monev is something, no doubt.

Still, money can only huy men. as the two or three host heads

in our force so often say. .\nd there are many things vou
woidd ncxcr think of whieh money cannot huv.— ^'ou cannot
huy good luck. .So good police work is not done in this

style. Will vou show yourself in a carriage with me? Wo
should he .-een. Chance is just as often for us as against

us."

"Reallv-tndvr" said the "Raron.

"Why. of course, sir. A horseshoe picked up in the- street

leu the chief of the police to the discovery of the infernal
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machine. Well, if we \v<n' to 'A'>
Io-iiij.'lit in a hackmy coa.li

to Monsieur tie Siunt-lierniiiui. lif wmilil not like to ^e'j you

walk m any more lliaii }ou would like to be tiecu going

there."'

"Dat is true." said the Baron.

••All, he IS the greatest «d' the groat! surh another as the

faiiinu.- Cormtin, i''ouelie"s rigiit arm, who was, stiine say,

ill- natural >t.ii, l>nrii while he was still a jjnest ; l)i;t that is

nonsense. Foiiehe knew how to he a priest as he knew how

\n i.f a Minister. Well, you will not get this man to do any-

ihiPL' for you, you .-ee. for les> than ten thousand-franc

,„,i,.,;_tliink ot' that.— But he will do the joh. and do it well.

Neither seen nor heard, as they say. 1 ought to give Mon-

sie'ir de Saint-(ieniinin notice, and lie will ti\ a time for

vonr meeting in snm<' plaee where no one can see or hoar,

for it is a dangerous t:ame to play pi>li(eiiian I'or private in-

terests. Still, wlial is to be said? He is a good fellow,

the king of good f.llows, and a man who has undergone

mufh persecution, and for having >aved his country too!

—

like me. like all ndio h.elped to save it."

••\r!l lien, write and name de happy day," said the Baron,

smiling at his humble jest.

••.\nd Monsieur le i'aron will allow me to drink hi- health?"

haid Conlensoii, witL' a manner at once cringing and threaten-

ing.

-.Shean." cried the Baron to the gardener, "go and tell

(I, urge to sent me one twentv francs, and pring dem to

UK "

'"Still. Monsieur lo liaron. if y<Mi have no more informa-

tion than you have just given me. 1 doubt whether the great

jiian can be of any use to you."

•! know otr oders!" replied the Baron with a cunning

look.

"I have the honor to bid you good-morning. Monsieur le

I^aron." said Contenson, taking the twenty-franc piece. "I

shall liavc the honor of calling again to tell Georges where

you are to go this evening, for we never write anything in

such cases when they are well umnaged."

r '

Sfx, ;
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'•It is fuiiiu li-u -li.i'l' 'I'--'' '•"-'•'1^ •"'••" ^"''' ''" '^"'*'"

u, Im.iMll . "il 1. a.' SHIP' mil .Ir p-.luf a.-, it i> m l.u.-"ni=d"

Whni Ih' l>n 111'' I'^ir-n, ( 'niit. n-uii uciit .jui-tly from

,,„, l;,,,. S;,inl-I.l/l,.v In Ih.. l.'.ir Sal 111 -
1
Innu.v. a- f-lP M-j

til,. TalV I'aM.l. Ilr I'-lv-l 1" lli>'"ii;:li '!'> "nnlow-. ;iih1

,au nil -l.l niii.i uiio «a- kiinuii tluiv hv llu- name nf le

I'riT ('aii<|ii'"'ll«'- ,.,,,,
\'hr Ciilr l>a\Hl. at t!i.' .orncr n< ihr ifiic d'' la Moiinaie

and thr l.'iu' Saint llniioiv. •n.jnv.l a certain (.Irbrity dur-

nv \hv lii-t thirl \ \rar^ nf thr .mturv. lli.iu;jh it- famr war*

limit. •.! to 111- .|uar|rr knnuii as tiiat of tlic Huuninimais.

II, Tc cTtaiM "1,1 ntiiv,! in,nhatit>. and lar-.' shopkeepers

still in trad,', w.rr wont t,» ni.vt---tli,. ('ainu.-,,t-. the Lel.as,

Ih,. I'ill.raiilts. th.. I',.i'iii.'ts. an,l a few !l,al^,-own,r^- like

lit, I.. ,,hl M„lin,'nx. Now i")d a-am ol,l ( ;uilla.nii.' luiL'lit he

^een there, (oniin- from the i.'ue du ( 'olonihnr. roliti.':^

weiv discu-ed in a ,iuiet wav. l>Mt , aution-lv. for ih,' opm-

i,>ns of the Cafe Oavh' were liheral. The L'ossip of the noi,<,'h-

h,,rlio(„l was r.peated, men .so iir-eiitly feel the n,cd of laugh-

ing at each oiIut!

This cale. like all catVs for that matter, had its eccentric

,l,,ira<ter in the perx.n of the >aid I'ere CaiHiuoidle, who

ha,l li,,n r,-nlar in his nttcnilanc then' sin,r ISll. ami who

.,M.nHd to h,- >,. c.miplet,lv in harmony with the trood folks

wlu. a>~emhle,l tliere. that th,v all talk.^d politics in his prea-

ence without n-erve. Snim^ii.m's this oM felhnv. wh.we gnile-

1,~.IH-^ was tlie suhjc't of niiich lau-hl.T to the customers,

w,.ul,l ,lisapi.ear f,ir'a month ,>r tw,.; hut his ah^'nce never

surprised anvl.,,dv. and was alwav-, ;itirihut,.,l to Ins in-

firniitied or his great ag,'. for he looked more than sixty in

1811.

"What has hecome of old Can.nioidlei- on,' or anotnef

would a-k of the manageress at the d,'sk.

"1 (piitc exjiect th;it one tin,- ,lav w,' shall rea,l in the ad-

vert isnient-shcet that he is <\r:u\." -he woiil.l Tvplv.

Old C'an(iu,jcUe l)ore a perpetual certificate oi his native

n
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prnvinro in liin nrfont. TTc Miokr of line entnlue (a ptfttue),

/.' jiiiihlf (tlu> [HMipI, ). ;niil >ai.l tiirr for tnrr. His naino

uj- that <'f a linv istatc (ailed h'< CatHiuorlU-;. a word mean-

ing' I ockcliafcr ill siinc (ii.-triil?;, jiitiiatccl in tin' (Icpartnunt n(

Vaiirjiisc. whence lu> liatl come. At la-t (n. > one hail fallen

into tlie haiiii of caliinir liim ('ani|norlle, in^^tead of ih - Can-

(jiioelles, ami the old man t-M.k no otTciice. f.>r in 'is opinion

I hi' nohility liad i>erished in IT".*:! ; ami he-iJes, the land of

ic- < '.ineiiocili - did not helon;; to him; ho was a younger

K.in's younger Pon.

Nnwaday:* old f'aniiuoelle's costuiup would look strango,

hut hetwecn isll ami l^'M it a-teni-hod no one. The old

man wore sliois with cut-steel hui kle-. silk stockings with

uripcs round the leg. alternately hlue and white, conled pilk

knce-hreeches with oval huckje- < ut to match those on hia

hIiocs. a while emhroidered waistcoat, an old coat of olive-

hrown with metal huttons. and a shirt with a flat-pleated

frill cornfileted his costume. Tn the middle of th(> shirt-frill

twinkled u small gold locket, in whidi might he ?oen, under

^lass. a little tcmjtle worked in hair, one of tho~(» pathetic

tritles which give mi'U coiifldeni e, jn-t as a siareerow frightens

sparrows. Most men. like other animals, are frightened or

r-a-sured hy trilles. Old C'anquot'lle's hrcechc:^ were kept

in place i)y a hucklc whiih, in the fa-hion of the hist eentnry,

tightened them across the Ftomadi ; from the belt hung on
I ,ic!) -ide ii short Pte(d ihain. conqiosed of several flniT chain.'*,

and ending in a huncii (if seals. His while iieckcln*Ii -''ag

fa-teiied hehind hy a siiudl gold huckle. Finally, on his

snowy and powdered hair, he still, in ls](J. wore tho munici-

pal cocked hat which Monsieur Try. the President of the Law
< 'ourt'i. also ui^ed to wear. But I'ere Canquoelle had recently

stdi-titutcTl for thi."^ hat. so dear to old men, the undignified

top-hnt, which no oiie dares to rehel against. The good man
tliouLdit he owed so much as thi.s to the spirit of the age. A
small piL'tnil tied with a rihhon had traced a semicircle on
th e Mac if his coat, the greasy mark heing hidden hv powder.

If you looked no further than the must conspicuous feature
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of liis faco, a iinso covered wiili excroseoneop nd and swollen

cnoiiph to fijriiro in a ili^li of Inillles. you iiii;:lit !ia\e inf. r red

that the worthy man liad an easy temper, fonli>h and easy-

goinp. that of a ])erfeet jjaliy : and ynu wouhl have l)eeii de-

ceived, like all at the Cafe David, where no one l;ad ever

remarked the. ptudioiis lirnw, t!io sardonic nioutli, and the

cold eves of this old man. jx'tled hy hi- vice>. and as calm as

Viielliup, whose imperial and portly stomach reappeared in

him ]ialinj:enotica]Iy, so to -peak.

Tn isit; a vonnjr cnmni'Mvial irav.ler Tiamed Oaudissart.

wlio frcipientrd the Caf.'' I>a\iil. :al drinking from eh'veu

o'clock till midni.L'hl with a half-pay ollicer. F!e was so rash

as to discuss a. con-piracy ai:ainst the HoiirlMins. a rather

serious T'hit then on the point nf eveention. There was no

one to 1)0 seen in the cafe i)iit I'erc Cancpioidle. who seemed

to he asleep, two waiters v.h.o were dozinL^. and the acconnt-

ant at the desk. Within finir-aiid-tw-iity hours (iandissart

was ai rested, the plot was ili^cnvcred. Two Tiien piTished

on the scalfolil. Neither Caudi-sart nor any one else ever

suspected that worthv old Can<pioelle of havimr peached. The

wait(TS were disTiiissed ; for a year they were all on thoir

gnard and afraid of the police—as I'lre ('nnquoidh^ was tor,;

indeed, ho talked of retirin,^' from the Cafe David, such horror

liad he of the ])olice.

Contcn-on went inio the cafe, asked for a ,<ilass of hrandy,

and did n"! look at CaiKpior'lle, who -at readinir the papers;

htit when he had ,iriilped down the iu-andv. he took out the

Maron"- <:old piece, and called the waiter hy rappimj three

short raps on the table. The lady at the desk and the waiter

examined the coin with a minute care that was not tlatterini:

to Contcnson; hut their suspicions were justilled hy the as-

tonishment produced on all the regular customers hy Con-

tcnson 's appearanct\

"Was that gold got hy theft or hy murder?"

This was the idea that rosi^ to some clear and shrewd

minds a- they looked at Contcn-on over their stioctaolcs. while

affecting to read the news. Contcnson, who saw everything.
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anil rirvcr was ?iirpri>cil lU anylhiiiir, scornfully wipod his

li].- uith a haniiatia, in whirli tlurc were luit three darns,

fi.uk hi.- charj^^c. ;-lii(j)i'<l all th" (iipiRT> into his -idc pocket,

(if which the linin-:, once white, was now as hlack as the

cloth of the trousers, and did not leave one for the waiter.

-What a j^allows-liini:" said IVre Cancpioelle to his neigh-

bor Monsu'ur I'illerault.

"I'.-haw:" said Monsieur Caio i-ot io all the r-ompany, for

he alone had expressed no a>t( i-hiii-ut. "it 'S Contenson,

L(.uc!iard".- ri,irht-hand man. ilu p> ;i<e au'^nt -ve employ in

h; -jne-. The rascals want to nao Munc i^'c who is iianging

alioiu priha])>."'

1 1 wouhl >eem necessary fi> explain heri' tlie terrible and

profoundly cunning nuin who was hidden under the guise of

I'ere ('ani|Uoeile, as N'autrin was hidden under thai of the

Abbe Carlos.

liorn at Canquoidles. the only pos-es<inn of his family,

which was biirhlv re.-peclable. ibis ?'oi;lhcrner's name was

I'cvrade. lie belonged, in fact, to the younger branch of

(be Pcvradr family, an old hut imi)ovcri>hed hou-e of Franche

Ci.mte. .-tdl owning the little e>tate of la I'eyrade. The

.-'ventb (bibl of bi> father, h. bad come on f.M.i to I'ari- in

1 ; 1 'J a! ibe aire (d' seventeen, v ith tud cmwiis (d' six francs in

bis pocket, proiiipleil liy the vices of an ardent >pirit and tb"

euarse de-ire to "'gel on." which brings >o many nn'n to I'aris

from thr south a- soon as they understand that their father's

pro[icrtv can never sujiply tiieiu with mean- to gratify their

pa.-.-ions. It is enough to say of I'cyrade's youth that in 17S2

ill' wa- in till' conrKlenee of chief.- <d' the jiolice and 'he hero

of the department, highly esteenu'd l)y MM. Lenoir and

d'.Mbirt. the last !Jeutenant-(ienerals of I'olice.

Till' Revolution had no poliee; it needed none. Espion-

aL'e. though common enough, wa> called publu' spirit.

'I'iii- Ihreetoraie. a rather moi-e P'uuiar government than

that iif the Conimittee of I'ublic Safeiv. was obliged to re-

oigani/e the I'olice, and the lirst Consul completed the work

8
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])\ institulini: a Prefect >>'• I'nliee and a ilepartment of police

;;ii|)er\ isinn.

I'evrade. a niaii kiiuwiiii: ilie Iradit imis. enlli'i'icd the force

with the assistance id' a i[ian named Curentin, a far cleverer

man than I'evrade. thonu-h \niini:er; hut he \va> a j^'enius only

in the suhteri'aiieaii wavs of puliiT iiii|iii!ies. In ISOS tju'

^reat servieis Tevrade was ahle to aehicNc ucre rewardeil by

an appoinlinent to the eiidiient po>ition of Chicd' Cotninis-

sioner "f Police at Antwerp. In Xapnlc.nV mind tiii< >ort

of Police (iiAernor-liip \'.a^ eipiixalent to a Minister's post,

with the dill;, of -npcriiUi'iidin,:;' Ilnliand. .\t the I'nd of

till' campaiLMi nf l.soit. IN-yi'adi' \va.- removed from .\nlwerp

hy an order in Council from ihe l-jiipenir. carried in a chais(;

to Paris hctwecn tuo gendarme-, ami impri-oi;. d in la Pni'ii'.

Two months later he was Iff out on hail furnished hv his

friend Coretitin. after haxiiii: iMen r-iilijrcted to three ex-

aminatinns, each la>tin,ii' .-i.\ hour.-, in the olliee of the head
of the police.

Did Pevraile owe his nvcrthrnw to the mii'aenlou< iMK^riTV

he disjilaycd in aidini:' l-'niiche in the delVme of the French
coast when thriatiiied hv what was known at the time as

the W'alclicren e\|ieditinn. wlun th'' Itii!;i' id' (Mranto mani-
fested siich ahilities a- alarmiil tin' l^mpenu'!-' Fouche
tiiou^rht it proliahle iveii tlan: ami 'iw, wlwu ever\liodv'

knows what went on in the Cahinet (uum-il railed tojTetlmr

hy Camhacere-. it i- ah-olnicly eertain. The Ministers, tliun-

(ierstnick hy the new- of Ijiirland's attempt, a retaliation on
N'ajuileon for the Pxuilo^Tie expedition, and taken hv sur-

prise wiieii the .Master «as i'i"reiuhed in the island of Lohau,
where all Furope helievrd him to he Inst, had rot an id^a

which way to turn. The 'general oi)inion was in favor of

seiiilini: post lia.-le to the l-'.m[ieror : Fouche aloTie was hold

enouixh to -ketch a plan of campaiuti. which, in fact, he
carried into execution.

"Do as ymi please." said ( 'aiahaceres : "hiit I. who prefer

to kci p my head on my .-houlders, shall send a repurt to the

Fmperor."'
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Tt ii^ well kniiwn that tlic I'hiiin'rnr mi lii~ i-fturii fuuiul

,in ali-iird pn'tfM. at a full nicctin,!: nf the Council of State,

for ili>ran!iii,L: his Mini- r ami puiii-hiui;- liiui fnr liavii;;;

sa\i(l J-'nitH.' without tin SuverciirnV hi'lj). j-'roiii that tiiin'

fiirth. Na|Hilr()ii hail duuhlrd the lior-tilitv nf rriiicc do Tallcv-

r;md and llir iMiki' of Otraiitn. the only two ;;rcat puliiiciaiw

fiiniud hv liii' luAnhilinn, who niiizhi perhaps havo iircu ahh'

lu ,-avi' .Napiili'iui in l.'^K!.

'i'l. irct rid of I'cvrado. he was simply accused of connivance

in favnrin- >niu,t:;:Hn;:- and .-iiarin;:- certain prollts with llie

^'rcat merchants. Such an indi,Liinty was hard on a man

whn had earned the Marshal's haliui of ilie IVilice Depart-

ment liv the ereat ser\i(('> he had d-aie. This man. who had

irinun (ihl in active bu>int'.-s. knew all the r-eerets nf every

(i<i\ernmeiit since ITTo. when he had enlered the service.

The l^mpefiir. who helieved him-elf pnwerftd ennuudi to create

men fur hi> own u>es. paid no heed to tlie reproentations

suli-eip.ientiv laid hcd'ore him in favor of a man who was

reeknned a- line of the mo-l trustworthy, mn^t ca]ialile. and

inn-t ac\iie of the unknown <:enii wdiose task' it is to watch over

the -atetv lif a State, lie ihouiiht he cnuld put Contenson

in I'evrade"- place: hut Contensnn wa.- at that time employed

i)\ ( 'nientin for his uwn iienelil.

I'evrade felt the hlow all the more keenly iiecause. !»ein<(

LTieilv and a lihertine. he had found him-elf, with reirard

In wenieii. in 1 !u' pnsitinti of a |ia<t ry-ciidk who lo\es sweet-

meal.-, ill- liahits nf vice had heeome to him a second Uii-

Ini-e; he cuuld not live without a ennil diiitier. without

l:nm!l!inL^ in short, withmit the life nf an unpretentious fine

ireiiileman. in which men of powerfid facnlties s<t irenerally

imhile-e when they iia\e allowed e.\ce><ive dissipation to he-

• niiic a neces.-ity. Hitherto, he had li\ed in styli' without

ever licniir e.\pec-ted tn eiiterlain: and livinu' well, for no one

e\i V jnnked for a return frcun him. or from his friend Coren-

tiii He was cvnically wittv. and he liked his prnfession

;

he \ui- a philo-npher. .\i;d liesides. a sp\. whatever iirade

lie ma\ hold in the machiiierv of the pnlice. can no niore

m\
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return . • a pn.f.-Mon n-arcKd as honcnihlc or lilu-ral. tlia:i

a prisonrr fn.in tlir hulks ean. (hue. l.ran.lcd. on.v inalru-

ulahd. .vh - and o.nvH-ts. likr deacons, have a^^ul,H•( an m-

delihle eharaeter. Thrre are hein-s en .hu,u soeuil <-un.li-

tiens impose an ine\itahle fate.

Prvrad.., for his further une. was very Iniid ot a pretty

lit,K.".drl wl.nn he knew m he his own .-hihl 1a- a eeh.hrated

a,,re^- to whn.u he had d..ne a >i,-nal s.'rviee. and who tor

three H unths. had iieen -raletul 1o hin.. I'.vrade. wlu. had

.rnt for hi> ehihl from Antwerp, now foun.l himsell without

emplovment in l'an< and with no mean> h.^v-md a l-n-^".n ot

twelve hundred lrane> a year allowed hiiu hy th>' 1
olne 1 e-

partment as l.enoirV njd di~.-i,.le. lie took joduni- m the

Hue des Moin.siux on the fourth tloor, live little rooms, at

a relit of two hundred and lifty fraiK-.

If anv man >hnu!d he aware e,f the u-es and sweets (d

friemNh'ip. i> it not tlf moral leper known to the world as

a .i.v to the moh a- a wnurl,„n!. to tlie department as an

''•icrenf'-' I'evrade and Coieiitin uere >ueh friemls as Orestes

and Pvlade..
'

I'evrade had trained Cnivntin a^ Vieu trained

David': hut the pupil >oon suriiass..! his nia.-ter. Thev hn<l

carried out more than one undertaking toirether. 1 evradc

happv at haviiiL' <li-eerned ('urentiir- Mip.Tior alnlitu-. had

arted him m h- eaiver hv preparin- a sueeess tor hmi. Uo
start (

irned
obliged hi^ diseiple to make use of a unstress who luul se.,rne(

him as a halt to eateh a man ( -ee Tlir Chounj,^). And (
o-

rentin at that time was liardlv live-and-twentv.

Corentin, who had heen retaitu'd as one of tho ,-enerals of

whom the Minister of I'oliee i^ the ll.^h i;nistahle. still held

under the Due de Rovi-n the lii-h po-ith.n lie had tided uud. r

the Duke .d' Otranto. Now at that tinu' tlu' -eneral j.olue

and the criminal police were luanaL^ed nn Mmilar principles.

When anv important hu^^ine- was on hand, an account wa-

opened, as it were, for the thn.... four. live, reallv eapahie

•icront^ The Mini>ter. on heintr warned <d some jdot. hy

^•liatever means, would say to one of his colonels of the pnlioe

force

:

i ^.
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"IIow miu ' will you want tu iichieve thi^ or that n suli ?"

CoR'iitiu ur Coiiti'iij^oii UMiUd ff) into tlu! matter aud

reply:

"Twiiiiy, tliirty, or forty tliou^aiid francs."

'I'lirn. a> soon as llie order was ,i:i\in to ^'o ahead, all

tlie iiirans and tlie men were- h'ft to tlic jud^nirnt of Coren-

tin or the ap'nl selected. And the criminal police used to

;,, I ill the >ame way to di.-covi i' crimes with the famous

\id0c4.

Hoth hranehcs (d' the police eho-c their men chietly from

amoiijr the ranks of well-known agents, who have matriculated

in the husine^s. and are, as it were, as -oldiers (d' the s. cret

armv, >o llll|ispen^a!'ie id a uo\eiiimenl. in >pite id' the pu!)lio

orations of philanthropists or narrow-minded moralists. But

tile ahxilute c'Udidenee placed in two men of the temper of

I'evraile and Corentin conveyed lo them the riLrht of employ-

in"- perfect -tranuiT.-. under the ri-k. moreover, of hem<f ro-

sponsihle to the Miiii>ter in all .-erious ca>es. i'eyrades ex-

perience and acumen were too valuahle to ('orentin, who,

after the storm of IiSv'n iiad hlown over, employed his old

friend, con.-tantly consulted him, and contriKuted lari^fdy to

his niaintetuinee. Corentin manaued to j)ui ahout a tliou>rind

francs a month into I'eyi'adeV hands.

I'tyrade. on iiis part, did Corentin ^.'ood service. In ISIG

Corentin. on tlie streii^Mh of the di~c(}\ery 'd" the conspiracy

in whicli the Uoiiaiiartist (;audi>.-art wa- implicated, tried

to j:ei I'evrade reinstated in his phice in the police otlice ; hut,

sunie unknown influence wa? workin;j.- a.^ainst I'eyradc. This

wa? the rea?on why.

In their anviety to make thein?elves necessary, i'eyrade,

Corentin. and Conten~on. at the Duke nf OtranloV instiga-

tion, had oruani/.ed tor the benetit '<( Louis Will a sort

of epp(i>iii(in police in whicli \ery eapalile aLTciits were ein-

jlii'\ci|. i,iiui> X\'li!. died pe—e-- d (if -t'crelS which will

remain secrets fmin the 1h>i informed hi-torians. The
stru,e,i:!r heiween the iicjiera! pdice <d' the kiniidom. and the

King'? ojipo?ition police, led to many horrilile disasters, of

M
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which ii cortiiin iiuiiiluM- ol' cxfciitidii^ ^^•,ll^(i ihr .I'crcls.

'I'his is iii'ithiT the pliur ikh- I lie iicci.^inii I'm- entering into

dolails na ilii.- -ulijcct, fur ihi>c "Sccni'S ol' I'iiris IjIu" are

not "Scfni.- 1)1' I'lililical I.it'f."" Mnoii;:!! Iia.- liven ;-aiil lo

show what wcrf the nutans oT living of the man \\\u> at the

Cafe I)avi(l wa- known as j;noil nld Caniiuot'lie. and hy vihat

lll^ea•J^ he wa> licil to the terrihlc and mysterious power.- of

the jioliic.

Between IMT .:ii I l^'.'v, Cnrciilin, ('-mtensun. Teyrade,

and their nivrniidun- , werr id'tm re(|Uircd to ki-eji wat(h over

the Minister of i'nl ro hini.H'if. 'I'iii- perhaps i\|)lain> why

the Minister dcclin d to ciiiploy Tru-ade and t'ontinsnn. on

whom Corentm eoilrivfd to ca-t liie Aliiusler's >u>pieions,

in order to he ahle to niaki u,-e nf hi- friend when his re-

instatement wa- evidently nut id' tli. i|ue-ii.in. The .Ministry

put their faith in Corentm; they enjuiiird him to keep an

eye on I'eyrade, wliieh amn-ed Louis Will. Coivntin and

Peyrade were tiien ma-ters td' the jie.silion. Cont<>nson, long

attaelied to I'eyrade, was -till at hi- s. rviee. He had jnineii

the force of the commerieal ]ioli(e (the (iardes (hi (.'om-

merce) hy his friend's orders. .\nd, in fact. a> a result of

the sort of xeal that is inspired hy a profe-sion we love, these

two ehitd's liked to place their hest nun in tliose posts wheio

information was most likely to Ihiw in.

.\iid. indeed. Contenson's vii-e- and di-sipated hahit-. which

had drajrijred idni lower than his two friends, consumed so

much money, that he needed a ,i;real deal of lui-iin'ss.

Contenson. without coniniittinL:' any indiscretion, had toid

T.ouehard tluU he knew tl,,' oidy man \»ho was capahle of

doin,ir what the Haron de NucinLTen rei|uired. I'eyrade wa-.

in fact, tlie milv poliee-ap'iit who could aet on hehalf of a

private individual with impunity. .\t the death of Louis

Will., I'evrade had not only ceased to he of conseipieiu e.

but had lost the pndits of his position as spy-in-ordinary to

His Majesty. Believinir himself to he indisjieiisahle, lu' had

lived fast. Women, hiLrh feedinL\ and tlu' eliih. the Ccnlc

dcs Etranijrrtt, had prevented this man from savinix, and, like

I' ^h
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ill! nun rut out for di'liiiueluTv. he ;'nji>y('(l an iron cunstitu-

,i,,„, l!iii iM^tw.Tii IS-Jt; and IS'.'", wlim \w was nearly

.-rvniiy-lniir Vfar> of ap'. h" had stuck half-way. to nso

j.j. nun i'\]irr"iiin. ^'far hy year he ^a\v his cornfortd

dwindling' lie I'ulhnvcd llir ])n!icc department to its ;:rave,

iind Miw^Mlh rrjrrct that (harh^ X.V <rovernnient was de-

|i;irtini: IriMii its pHul old traditions. I^'vcry srssinn saw the

(-liiiiatt- pared duwn which were neccssiry to kwp nji 'he

p„li,c. .nit of hatred for that method of jrovernmoTit and a

liriii deteriniiiatinii in refonn that in>titution.

•it i> a- if they thou^dit they could e<"ik in white Ldoves,"

said I'cvrade to Coreiitin.

Ill Is-.'-.' ihi:^ couple fore.-aw lS;'.lt. Thev kiirw how hit-

terl\ l..aii> XVI II. hated hi,» succc-ur, which accounts for

lii/ivrl;les:-ne" uith re'rard to the youn-cr hraiich. and with-

out whi<-h his reign would he an unanswerable riildle.

.\s l'evra(]e i:row older, his love for his luitiiral daughter

hiid incn';i-<'d. For her sake he had adopted his citizen guise,

for he intended th.at his [,ydie should niarrv re-peetahlv. So

for the la^t three years he had been especially anxious to find

.1 corner, ciiher at the Prefecture of I'.ilieo, or in the general

Police Otlio— son stensihle and recognized po^t. He had

ended hv inxentinir a place, of wliicii the neces-^ity. as he

told Corentin. wouM sooner or later lie felt, lie wa- anxious

to cr.iite an impiiry olliee at the Prefecture -d' Police, to he

interiiMdiate heiween the Paris rxdiee in the strictest sense,

the criminal police, nnd tha^ superior L'cneral police, so as to

cnahlc the -nprenif> hoard to [irofit hy the variou> scattered

foiv-. No one hut Pevrade. nt Ins aire, and afte- 'ft-y-five

vears of confidential work, could I'c the connecting link tie-

twcen the three liranches of the ]Hilice. or the keeper of the

records to whom jiolitical ami judicial a: hority alike could

a]iplv for the ehicidation of certain ca.-. -. Ry this mean?

Pevrade hoped, with Corentin's a--istane( . to find a hushand

and M-rape together a portion for hi> litt e Lydie. (.'orentin

had alrcadv mentioned the matter to tiie Director-General
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of llic p(ilic(> forces (if till' nsiliii. uillmiit n;i!nin;r Pfyriido;

iind till' I »i rector • H'tur;!!, m mnn t'rMiii ilie >-oiith. tlioiii,'hf it

iiccc-r-:irv that the >iiu"-;e-l i'Mi ,-li"iili! ciiiiie from the chief of

tlic city [)oli(e.

At the ninincDt when ( 'ontr!i-..Ti -truck three rap- on tiie

talile with the >_i<\,\ |iiccc. a -iLi'iial conveviii;.'. '"I want to

s])eak to von." the -cnior ua< rellectiiiL;' on tliis |irol)lein :

"\'>\ whom, ami iin.ji'r uhai |ire--\in' can ihe TrclVi of Police

he niaile to mmcr""—Ami he hiokcd like u nuodle .'-tmiyini^

his Coiirrii'i' l-'rinhin<.

"poor l''oiiche!"" tlmiiL'ht lie to him-df. a- lie made iiis

wav alom: ilie Pile Saiiit-lloin're. ""iliat '_;ri'a,t man is dead I

our iro-hetweeiir with Liiiii> .\\'I1I. are out of f.ivor. And
hesides. as Corcntin -aid oidy M-'crdav. iiohody helieves in

tlie aclivitv or the intellin-enci' <d' a m;in of -eventy. Oil.

whv did I pt into a hahit of dJniiiL; at X'ery's. of drinking;

choice wine-, "f -iiiLiiiiL!' /,•' M'Ti (linlnlnjii
.
of eamhlin:,' when

1 am in funds? 'l"o uct a place and keep it. as Corentin

says, it is not en 'iiL;h to he cli-ver. yon must have the pift of

mana,^enicnt. i'^^r dear M. l.ciioir was riudit when he wrote

to me in the matter nf the (^tncen's necklaee. 'You will never

do anv L;-ood." when he heard iliat 1 ilid not stay under that

shit Oliva's hed."'

If the venerahl(> i'i''re ' 'aiKinoidle— he was called -o in the

house—liveil on in the Piie t\r> Moincaux. on a fourth llo or.

you may depend nu it he had found some peculiarity in i!;e

arran.irenient <pf the premis'.v which l'avore(l the practice ef

his terrilile profes.-iiiii.

The house. standin.L;- at tlie corner of the Hue Saint-P 'c'l.

yiad no neiuhhors on one side; and as the staircase np the

middle divided it into two. there were on each floor two per-

fectly isolated rooms. Tho-e two rooms looki'd out on \''-

l?ue Saint-Poih. There were Lrarret room- ahove the fo:i''>

floor, one of them a kitchen, and the other a h(>dronm for

Pere CanquoidlcV oidy servant, a Plemine named Katt. for-

nierlv Pydie's wet-nurse. Old ' 'ampioidle had taken one of

the iMitside nmms for lii- hcdroom. and the other for his



ESTUKi: HAPPY 121

study. The >tu(]y cinhd ;it I he |i;irty-\vall, ii very thick one.

'rilc"uilli|"W OJIIUIII^ nil Ihf l.'llr i!. ,- \l<illlCilU\ Inok.'d nil a

bhiiik wall at tlir nj>i>nMlr cnrii. I-. A- Ihi- -tiuly wa> diviilrd

I'n.iii tile -U'irs liv the wlmlc widlli nf rcyradcV hcilmoin.

the l'riiiiil> feared no eye. im ear. a,- tliey talk(<l l)iisine.--s in

ill . .-indv made nii purpn-e fnr In- deie-ialile trade.

I't'vrnde. a.- a flirt iiiT |ireeaminii, had furni.-hed Katt's

rnniii viih a ihiek -traw hed, u felt earjiet. and a \ery lieavy

MIL', Ulldrr the |irele\t nf liiakill:: hi- ehlldV nur-e enlllfnrt-

;il.'e. lie had al^o -ln].|ied np \\h' I'liiintiev, uarniiii'-' hi- mom
hv a -tn\e. uith a pipe llirniiuli the Wall to ihe Itlle Sailll-

h'n, h, linallv, he laid several vuiS^ nii his ilnor tu prevent

the -lii:hie:-t -niind heiiii: lizard !iy the iieiuhlinr- hriieaih. An

rxprrt hiiii.-'lf m ihe triek> nf spies, he xmiided llio outer

wall, till' eelhlli:. and the tlnnr nIKc a week. e\aiainniL' ihelll

;i- if he Were ill >eareh nf linxinu- ill-ei-t-. It Was the seeUritV

,,f tin- inniii frniii ;dl witne--.'s nr li-leiiers that ha<l made

Cnn mill -.leet it a- his eniineil-( hamher when he did not

IimM a meetiii;.'' m hi-- nu n mmii.

Where Cnreiiiiii li\ed uas kiinwn to no one hut the Chief

of ihe Superior i'niiee and In l'i'\ rade ; Ik reeci vrd then' siieh

!Mr-niia<:e,- as the Mini>iry or tin Kin': seleeted to eoiiduet

MTV ,-erioii> ea-e- : liin no ai^eiit or -uhordinate ever went

ihrre. ,illd he plntled e\er\thim: enlllleelrd with their husi-

i:>--ai I'tvradc's. in ihi- iinpreteiit inii- rnoni ^eheine- wero

iiMiiireil. and re-ohitinii- pa->ed. whieh wmihl ha\e furni.-hed

-![a!ii,'r rr.cird- aixl ( iirinii- dramas if niilv walls eniild talk.

pHiwirn IsiC and iN'Jfi Ihe hii:he-t interest- wrre di-eu--ed

th-'I-e. 'I'here (ir>l Lrerminaird •heeViait- whieh ;^reW to Wei;.dl

nil I-'raiiee. 'I'here i'evrade a Cnreiitin. with all the fore-

-i.udit. and more than all the infnrmatinn nf i'.nllart. the .\t-

tnriii.v-(irni'ral. had -aid I'Vdi in ISIM: '-if i.niii- .Will.

ijn. - not con-mt In strike -iieh nr such a hinw. to make away

with such or -luh a priiae. is ir heeau-e lir hates his hrother":'

lie nm<t wi-h to leave him heir to a revolution.

i'-\rade"N door was ;iraeed with a -lat". on whieh very

.-iraiiL'e mark- mii:ht sometimes he ^een. li;:ures scrawled in

.-rV S
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chalk. Tliis .-nrt of (lc\ir,> :ilj,nlira Imiv ilir i I, •arcs! mean-

ing,' 111 llif initiatcil.

I.mIii'- riHiiii.-, iji|ii.-iic ti) I'ruadi'V rhaMiv li>(l;^'iii;,', coii-

^^ll^(| i<( a.i aiiti'-i-Moiii. a liiilr drau iii,l-ii">iii, a ijnlruuiii. ami

ii >iiiall (Ircssiim-rni.iM. 'I'im' dnui', iilsr i.iai i>( ri-ynulc's

rdtilll, «a,- cnll.-ll-Urlrd nl' a |ilatc id' -iinl-irnll llircf lilH'S

tliuk, -aiidu iclii d lirlwmi l\\>> -irmiL; "ak |i!ank.-. liitnl witli

luck.- and clalinrati' liiii::t >. iiiakiii.u' H a- ii)i|"i-~dilc to I'orci'

it a> if It uiTi- a |iii-iiii dnur. 'I'lm-. iIh'II^Ii tlir liiiu.^t' liad

a (lulilic jia--aL;i' llifiaiuli il. uiili a ~\\'>\> l"'ii' and no dimr-

kcc|)rr. I,\dir li\id lliirc uilliiinl a I'lai'. 'I'hi' dininu-rnniii,

the little diMU in^-i'i'i'in, and lirr lirdr.iuui— i\rrv window-

lialri>ii\ a liaii,i:in,t:- ;:afdi'!i— \vi n- luxuriuus in tlnar Diilch

tloanliiK'.-H.

'I'lir ricnii-h iim>c had nr\iT li ft L\ilic. w'tmin >\v called

lier daiiuhtcr. 'I'he iwu uuit in clinii'n with a rc;:nlarity

tliat ^MVe the rnvali^t Liri'eer. who li\i(i hilnw, in the cerner

simp, an e\i-ellcnt (i|iininn id tlii' werihy I 'a:ii|nnid'e. The

^TiMir's famil\. kitchen, and cdunier-jnniiiir- nceupied the

lir^t liner and the < iilns'il : the laiidlnid inhalm. d the .-econd

floor: and the third had iieeii let for twenty years past to a

lapidarv. Kaeh re-iiKiit had a key id' the street door The

^M'ocerV wife was all the more williiiL; to reei i\e letters and

parceU addrc-Mil to tlioe liiree iitiiet hmi-ehold-. heeausc tlu'

grocers .-hoji h;i(l a letter-iio\.

\Vitho\it thc>e details, stran.eers, or cm ti those who know

I'aris well, could not have under-loiHl the privacy and

(juietiide. the i-nlatioii and .-afi i\ wliich iiiadi ihi- hoii-e ex-

ceptional in I'aris. .\fttT mididu'ht. I'ere ( 'ani|UoidIe conhl

hatch plot~, receive -pies or iniin:-lers. wives or Imssies, with-

out aitv one on earth knowing anything ahuiit it.

I'cvrade, (d' whom th<' Flenn>h woman would say to the

grocer's cook. "•Jle 'vould not hurt a lly I" was regarded as

the he>t of men. I'e grudu'ed his daughter nuthing. Lydie,

who had heen tau:lil mu.-ie hy Schmucke, was hersdf a

nuisician eapahle • f eoinT>o-ing : Aw could w,i.-h in a sepia

drawing, and pain, in gouache and water-color. livery Sun-
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(l.iv I'.'vni'li- (litU'il al Ih'iiic null iiti'. On thai day tins

ui'i'l ii\ ^^.1- « lioll\ [laiiTiial.

L\i|ii'. irli'jKiii- liul ii"i a lii::"ni, locik the Sacrariii'iil at

|-!a-lrr. ami riin|i--ri| cv.rx iikihiIi. Still, -he allmuMl hn-

^rir I'miii nine In iiiiir In li.' iivai^il In til'' |>'ay. She uaikcil

111 the 'I'llliiMr^ ulull It Ua- lilli'. 'I'i -f Wi'p' all lltT

]i|ra~iin -. inr >lic in! a -tili iilai'\ life I.mIu', ulm \\nr-

.-.liipcil Ih r lallitT, kiii'U ali-i liili'ly iinthili^' of In.- -Mii-br

;jili- ami iiaii\ (iii|iinuiifiits. Nni a ui-li had cvit di-lurliid

liii- |iiiir iliiM"- |air<' lili'. Sli-lii and liandMiiiir like Iht

iiinlli(r. 'jilird uiih ail cxciiu-itc vnicr. and a di'licatc I'aci-

I'raiiiid 111 liiH' lair hair, .-he Innkcd like nin- nl' thn-i' aii<j(ds,

iii\>liral lalliiT iliaii rral. \Uiirh ^nlll( i,\' ihc .ariy paintiTs

^i-ijUjir,l III till' lia(ki:rnuml nl' the llol\ I'aiinly. 'I'lic 'glance

of hrr liliic ( yr- -. ruled (i, hriiiu^ a hcam I'rnjii tli.' -'.y nil those

^lii- t'a\ni-i d will, a innk. ilcr d^t'^s, i|uil'' -iiii|iii'. with iin fx-

aL',;:frai inn n| I'alnnn. had a dcli|^litl'ul middle -la.-- ninilr.-iy.

I'uliirr In \niir.-r'l' all nld Sataii as the lail-r nt' an ani^i 1,

and iiiirilird m h.r diviiii' |ircs(iicc. and ymi will tiavc an

idea nf rr\ radc and hi- ilau;:litir. If an\iind\ had rniliMl

llii- ji wri. hrr I'atlmi' wnuld ha\t' iiivi'iitcd, tn ^wallow him
alivn. nim nf thn-c diTadl'iil [lint- in which, under the Ii'e-tnra-

linii. ihe unlia|i]iy wretches were tra|iped who were iJi'-iLniale

In die (Ui the scalVnld. A tlinii.-and crowns were ample luaiii-

ti'iaiice I'nr l.ydie and Kail, whnm >lie called mir>e.

A- I'lM-ide turned into tlie Rue i\r< Mnineaux. he saw Cnn-

teliMil! ; he nutstri|i|ied llilll, Weill U]istairs jiid'nre liiiii. heard

the nian'- -teps nn tlic stairs, and admitted him hefnre tlic

wnnian had juit her nose out <d' the kitchen door. A hell

ruiii:- i>y the openin,!: of a <rlass door, on the thinl storv wliere

the lapidary livi-d. warned tlie residents on that and the fourth

ilnnr- when a vi-itor was cniiiinp to them. It need hardly
!" -nil that, after midnijrht. IVyrade muflied this hell.

'A\ hat is up in such a hurry. Philosojiher ?"

i'luln-nphcr was the nickname hestowcd on Contenson hv
IVyrade, and well merited hy this Mjiictetus amon;.' police

airents. 'i'he name nf ('niuen-nn, alas! hid luie of the most
ancient names of feudal Nurmaudy.

,-j" -

il.!f

i



I'M A coriM i:sA.\s i.iii:

"Well, lluTi' Is .-iniH lliii- liki' tni tlinu.-;mil francs lo be

"W lial i> ii? I'niiiiral :-'

"No. a |iir(c (,r iiiidiiv. I'lanm ilc NiKinirin. you know,

the oM cfrlilird ~v iiiillrr. i- iin-lnn;.' al'ttr a umih^hi lie .-aw

in llic |{oi^ (If Ninrcnnr-. and ^lic lias ;,'oi to Im' found, or he

will die of |o\c.— Tlh". had a loii-ullal ion of dor!or< ycstor-

dav. liv uliat Ins man hlls nif.— 1 lia\f alnady cax^d liini of

!i tlion>aiid fiaiii- under [irttinrc of srckii|._' ihi' fair one"'

And ( onlrn-nii rrhiird N lu inucn's iinrtin;,' with I'^tlier,

addin;,' that the Haion had now .-oinc further inform. il ion.

"All ri.iilit," .-aid IVyrade, "we will HikI Ins hulemca; tell

the liar'in to e.nie to-niL:lit in a c.irnaLre to the Chanips-

f:l\>ee.-

—

the (Oilier of the Am line de (Jahriel and the Alleo

do .Mari^'iiy."

I'c'vrade -aw ('oiiten>on out. and knocked at his dan,i,'ht('r's

rooms, as he al\\;i\s kiux ked to I'e lei in. lie was full of

glw; ehanec had .)u>t ollVred the mean-, at la-t. of ;,'etting

the phue lu> loiiL'ed for.

II e llunir hini-eli into .1 deep arnicnair, alter ki->ing Lyitio

on the forehead, and -aid :

"I'lay iiic sollletllin,L^""

Lvdie plavei' him a eoiupo-iiioii for the piano liy Iieethoven.

"That is \erv well ]ilayed, my pet." -aid he. takmu'' JAdic

on Ins knees. "l>o you know that we are one-aiid-i weiity years

old':" We mu.-l iret married -oon. for our ohl d.iddy is iiioro

than seveiitv
"'

"I am (piite happy lure." -.iid -he.

"Von love no one hut sour iiliIn old father?" asked Poy-

radc.

"Why, whom should I love?"

"1 am diniiiL' at home, my darlinL'; jrn and tell Katt. I

am thinkinir (d' setlliiiLT. of irettiim' an appointment, and liiid-

iiijr a liu-haTid worlhv of you: some .irood yoiniL' man, very

clever, whom yon may -onie ilav he proud of

''I lia\e never seen hut one yet that 1 should have liked

for a liushaiid
"'
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"You have seen otic ilini r*

"V,-. Ill Ih." I'uilrrii-.' ivphril l.vll.'. •Ilr W.llk.d i-l

riir. he \v;l- ^ISilli: 111' iirill !> til'' (n|lil.--c .Ir S.-|l/,\.

••And 111- iKiiiir
!.-''

••Luri.ii <U' K'ulKMipiv— 1 w;i- Mllin- uiih W^Ht undu- ii

llllir-tHT. lilillklllK of l|nllllli;r. ThcIV U.'IV lUu hldh'- MM1I1>.'

1,V Ilir. and nn.' Mild I" 111.' ..tlKT. -'niriv MIT Mlld.linr d,. S,-Ti/y

and tliai liaiidM.mr l-iicicii df |{iil.riii|'n''.'-~l In.ikcd iit tli."

,.,,ui,|,. Ill,, lun ladirs w.iv «al(liin,ir. -(Mi. iii\ drar!" .-aid iIh-

,,tl,.r. --niii.. wniii.ii aiv v.i-v lurky: 'l"liat \\oiiiaii i- allusvrd

t,, iU, .vcivtlnii- ^h.' |ilra-r> ju.-l iMraii-c .-ln' wms a dc-

I{oiii|ii. n.llcV, and Ilt Iiii-IkhhI i- in jinwrr. —-Unt, niv d.ar.'

saiil Ilit' I'tlur lady, •l.ucidi (n-ts her m-V} drar.'— W hat did

f-llr llir.lli. papa r
'

-.lu^t iiuii-iiiM'. .-mh a- 1 pk' nl' fa-hiuii uill talk." n>i)li.'d

|'.._vrad.. Willi an air (d' pcrfrcl candnr. "I'rrliap- tli.'V wriv

alluding' ti, pnlitiral iiialtci^.

"Will, ill .-linrt. vuii a-kcd in.' a .pu'slioii. so I answer vnii.

If vdii want iiic lo marry, lind inr a Ini-liaiid jusi liki' that

VDiin^' man."

••Sillv rhil.i:"" ivplicd li>r falhrr. -'i'lu' fact that a man

i> haiulMmic i- nut aluay,< a >i,i:n .d" ^Mdilnr-s. Yonn.u nirii

•rifiid Willi an attractive aiipcarancc meet with no oli<laclcs

at the hc,L'iiinin;r id' life, >(> they make nn u-c nf any talent;

iIhv are cnrni]ited iiy tlie adv.iiitc.- made to tluni hy siwicty.

ami ihev have to pay inleiv-t later |'..r tli'ir attraitivene-.-; !

— What I >hnuld like for ynii is what :he middle chi.-^.-^es, the

riih. and the fools leave' uiiholpeii and unprotected
"'

••What, father?"'

-An uiirecoj:nized man of talent, lint, there, child; 1

lia\c it in mv power to Inint throii;:li every LMrrd in I'aris.

and earrv out \our projrramiiic hy ollVrimr for your alTection

a man as handsome as the youn.LT s<amp you ^peak of; hut

a man id' promise, with a future hefore him destined to crlory

;,„,! f,,riinic.— P.y th; way, I was forueltIn.«r. I nm-t have a

wiiok ih.Kk of ui'phuws, and amon;^ them there must bo one

ft-
'
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urilf, or i;('t somi' one to wri'.c toworlhy nf you I— I w il

Provi'iK !•.

A >traiij,'(' ('(liiiciilcnrc I At this iiiniiicnt a young man,

half-dead 111' liuiij:ri' and I'an.uut'. \\\u> liad iDini' (Ui loot from

the drpartnicnt of N'aiiiliisc—a nephew of IVre Camp'oelleV.

in >eareh of his uncli'. was enterini; I'aris throULih the Har-

riere (K' Tltalie. In the (hiy-dreams of the +'aniily, iirnorant

of this niiclr's fate. I'eyradi' had supplied the text for many
ho]Ms : he was -uiiposed to have ri'turned from India with

millions! Stimulated hy these lireside romances, this jirand-

nephew. named 'I'heodore, had >tai'ted on a voyuiic round the

world \n ([Ut'st of this eceentrie unelo.

After enjoying for some hours tlio joys of paternity, Pey-

rado, his hair washed and dyed— for his powder wa- a ir>,L;ui>e

—dre>sed in a >iouI. eoarsc. Idue frock-coat hnttoned u|) to

the chin, and a Mack cloak, .-hod in strong, thick-.-oled iioots,

fiirni>lied him.-elf with a private card and walked slowly

along the Avenue (inliriel. where ('onten^on. dre-sed as an old

costerinonger woman, met him in front of the gardens of

the filysec-iiourhon.

"Alonsieur de Saint-* iermain."" said Contenson, giving his

old chief the name lie was ollicially known by, "you have ])ut

me in the way of making five hundred pieces (francs) ; hut

what I oanie here for was to tell you tiiat that damned Baron,

before he gave me the shiners, had iieen to ask questions

at the house (tiie Prefecture of Police)."'

"1 shall want you, no douht," r'plieil Peyrade. "Look up

numhers T, lo, and '..'l; we can employ tho.-ic men without

any one finding it out, either at the Police Ministry or at

the I ' re feet u re."

Conti'uson went hack to a post near the carriage in which

Monsieur de Xncingen was waiting for Peyrade.

"I .;m Monsieur il(> Saint-(iermain,'" said Peyrade to the

Baron, raising himself to look over the carriage door.

"Ver" goot : get in mit me." replied the Baron, ordering

the eoachman to go on slowlv to the Arc de FEtoile.
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"Yoli have been to the I'lvfeiture (.f Tolice. M.)n>ieiir le

Bana.:- That was not fair. Miiiht 1 ask uhat vnu saul to

M \v VrvM, aiul what lie said in reply?" a>ke(l IVyrade.

-WvUn-v 1 should jrir life hninlrrt fraiio to a illain like

Contenson. 1 vant to know if he had earned d.'in. 1
simply

^nid to the rret'et of I'oliee dat I vant to employ ein agent

n ,nir I'evratc to go ahroat in a drli.ate matter, aii should I

trust hiin-unlimited:—'Phe I'lvf.-t telt nu- you vas a very

(irlVr man an" ver' lionosi man. An' dat vas cvrryting.

••And iH.w that y.m have h-arned my truo mune, Monsieur

],. llan.ii. will vou tell me what it is you want?"

When the Haron had given a long ami copious explanation,

in his lii.le..u~ l'oli>li-.lew dialect, of his meeting with Kstlier

a,„l the erv of the man behind the carriage, and his vam

eirorls. he ended bv relating what had .ueurred at his Imuse

llu. ni'dit befdiv. Lucien"s involuntary smile, and the opinion

(>xp,v^Md bv F.ianchi>n a.id some other young dandies that

there mu>t'lie some ae.piaintance between him and the un-

known fair.
. .1 r ^

^•I.i.-ten In me. Monsieur le Banm; you must, m the tirst

iiwlaiue. jilace ten thousand francs in my hands, on account

for expenses: fur. to vou. this is a, matter of life or death;

;,ni! a. yciir life is a i.usiness-manufactory. nothing must be

left undone to lind this woman for you. Oh, you are

cauLdit :

'

'•da. I am caught !"

'•If !,i(,re iiK.nev is wanted, Banm, I will let you know;

put vour trust in" me." said IVyrade. -l am not a spy. as

ymi p, ,-liap> imagine. In 1M>: 1 was ('nmmissi(uier-(!eneral

M' i'nlice at .\n1werp: and now that 1/mis Will, i- dead. I

,nav tell vou in cnnlldence that for seven y.'ars 1 was the

cl,,i f ,,f his counter-police. So there is no beating me down.

Ymi must under-taml. Monsieur le Karon, that it is impossible

tn make anv estimate of the eo<t of each man's conscience

before iroini into the details of such an atl'air. T.e -pnte easy;

1 sliall succeed. Do not fan(y that you can >atisfv me with

a sum of money; I want something I'Ise for mv r.'ward
"

"So long as dat is not a kingtom !"' said the Maron.
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"It is less than nothing to you."

'"Den r am vour man."

"Vou know tlio Kellers?"

"Oh! vcr" well."'

'Franiois Keller is the Comto do. Gondroville's son-in-law,

and the Comte de (iondrcvillo and his son-in-law dined with

you ye>terday."

"Who (ler"teiifel tolt you dat?" cried the Baron. "Dat
vill he (ieorehe: he is alvays a gossip." Peyrade smiled,

and ;he hanker at oiiee formed strange suspicions of his man-
servant.

"The Comte d(! (iondreviile is (piite in a position to obtain

me a ])hiee I covet at tiie Prefecture of Police; within forty-

eight hours the pietet will have notice that such a })!ace is to

be created."' said I'eyrade in continuation. "Ask for it for

me; get the Comte de (Jondreville to interest himself in the

matter with some degree of warmth—and you will thus repay

me for the service 1 am about to do you. I ask your word

only; for, if y(Ui fail me. .-ooncr or later you will curse the

day you weri' born—yon have Piyrade's word for that."'

"1 gif you mein vort of iionor lo do vat is possible."

"If I do no more for you than is possible, it will not be

enough."

"Veil, veil. I vill act (jvite frankly."

"Frankly— that is all 1 a>k."" said Peyrade. "and frankness

is the onlv thing at all new that you and I can otfer to each

other."'

"Frankly,"' echoed the Baron. "Vere shall J put you

down."

"At the citrner of the I'ont I-oui< XVI."

"To the Pont ile la Chambre." said the Baron to the foot-

man at the carriage door.

"Then I am to get dat unknown person," said the Baron

to himself as he drove home.

"What a ijueer business I"" thought Peyrade. going back on

foot to the i'alai<-Hoyal. whero he intended Irving to multiply

his t<'n thousand francs by three, to make a littli* fortune for
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Lydio. "Here am T required to look into tlie private con-

ceni.s of tlie very young man who lias bewitched my little girl

by a glance. He is, 1 .suppose, one of those men who bave an

eye for a woman," said he to himself, using an expression of

a language of his own, in which his ()ljservations, or C'oren-

tiii's, were summed lij) in words tbat were anything rather

than (•la.-^i(al. but, for that very reason, energetic and picl-

UlTMlUC.

The Haron de Xucingen, when he went in. was an altered

man ; lie a.-tonislied his household and his wife l)y showing

them a face full of life and color, so cheerful did he feel.

-Our shareholders had better look out for tiiemselves," said

du Tillet to Hastignac.

'iliey were all at tea, in Delphinc de Nucingcn's boudoir,

having come in from the opera.

"Ja."' said the Baron, snuling; "I feel ver' much dat I

flinll do .^ome business."

"Then you have seen the fair being?" asked Madame de

N'ucingen.

••No," said he; "I have only hoped to see her."

•'Do men evci- love their wives s(
'•'" cried Madame de

Niicingen. feeling, or affecting to feel, a little jealous.

"When you liave got her, you must ask us to sup with

her." said du Tillet to the Baron, "for I am very curious

to study the creature who has made you so young as you

are."

"She is a chrff-il'o'ufrp. of creation !" replied the old banker.

'•lie will be swindled lik(! a boy," said Kastignae in Del-

phine's ear.

•'i'ooh! he makes rpiite enough money to
"

"To give a little back. I suppose," said du Tillet, interrupt-

ing the Baroness.

.Niiiin^t u was walking up and down the room as if his legs

had the iidgets.

"N'ou- is your time to make him pay your fresh debts," said

Ku?tigiiac in the Baroness" ear.

At this very moment Carlos was leaving the Rue Taithout

9
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full of hope; hf had been there to give some hast advice to

Kur()|)c. who was to phiy the principal i)art in tiie farce devised

to take in tiic iiaroii lU' Nuciiip'H. lie was aeeoiiii)anicd as

far as tlie I'.otilcvard by l.tuicii, who was not at all easy rit

finding this dcinnn so |ic',-f.itiv di-'i-iii.-cd that even he had

onlv recognized him li\ li'- \oicc.

"Where the (!c\il did \nii tind a li;iiid>oiiicr woman than

Esther?" he a.-ki'd hi> evil genius.

".My Ijov. tiieie is no such thing to lie found in I'aris.

Such a complexion is not made in France."

"1 assure you. 1 am still (piite amazed. Venus Callipygo

has not such a figure. A man would lose his soul for her.

But where did slu' >pring from?"

"She was the handsomest girl in London. Prunk with

pin, she killed her lovir in a lit of jealoui-y. The lover was

a wretch of whom ihe London })o|ice are well (piit, and this

woman has heen packi'd otT to Paris for a time to let the matter

blow over. The hussy was well hrouirht up—the daughter of

a elergvman. She sjieaks French a< if it were her mother

tongue. She does n<it know, and ne\e'- will know, wdiy she is

here. She was told that if you took a fancy to her she might

fleece vou of millions, hut that you wi-re as jealous as a tiger,

and she was told how l'',>lher lived."

"But supjMising Xucingen .-hould prefer her to Ksther?"

"Ah. it is out at last I" cried ("arlos. "'Ndu dread now

lest what di-iiiaved you ve-terday should not take place after

all! Be (|uite eas\-. That fair and fair-haired girl has blue

eves: she is tlie antijiodes of the beautiful Jewess, and only

such eves as l-Nllier"s eniild ( \er stir a man so rotten as Xucin-

gen. What the devil! you cuuld iint hide an ugly woman.

V.'hen this pupjut has played her part, 1 will send her off in

safe custody to Home or to Madrid, where she will be the

rage."

"If we have her only for a short lime." said Lucien, "I

will go back to her
"

"Go. my hoy, aniuso yourself. You will he a day older

to-morrow. For my part, I must wail for some (Uie wliom I
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liave instriK'tcd to learn what is going on at the Baron di-

XucingcnV."

••Who?"

••Hi.- vfilct's mistrc??; for, after all, wo must keep ourselves

Mifuiintd at every moment of what is going on in the enemy's

,1111]!."

Ai iiiiiliii,!.r]it, Paccard, Esther's tail cJinsscur, met Carlos

n the runt (k's Arts, the most lavorabic spot in all Paris

I'lr savin;.' a few words which no one must overhear. All

\\ir liiiic thrv talked the servant kf])t an eye on one side, while
]]']- iiia-IiT looked out on the other.

•'i'lit i'.aroii went to the Prerecture of Police this morn-
iii_'- liiluiTii four and five," said the man, ••and he boasted

jjii- cvtiiin:.'- that lie should find the woman he saw in the

r.ois dc X'iurcnncs— lie had been ])romised it
"

•"W'r arc watched I" said Carlos. '"By whom?"
"They have alrc.'ily employed I.onehard the hailitT."

••'i'liat wotdd be child's play," replied Carlos. '•We need

fear nntiiinir hut the guardians of publie safety, the criminal

I'Miire: and so long as that is not set in motion, wo can
,-. on!"

"That is not all."

"Whai else?"

"Our , liuin< of the hulks.—T saw Lapouraille yesterday

lie ha- choked oif a married couple, and has bagged ten

iliMii-and tive-franc i)ii'ces—in gold."

'•He will be nabbed," said Jacques Collin. "That is the
ii'iie IJouclicr crime."

••What is the order of the day?" said Paccard, with the
' -jHctful demeanor a marshal must have assumed when tak-

I L' his orders from Louis XVIIl.
'•V<ni must get out every evening at ten o'clock,'' re])lied

ibiiir.i. ••Make your way pretty briskly to the Bois de
\nuiniie-. the Bois de .Meudon. and de X'ille-d'Avray. If

inv i,]\v should follow you, let them do it: be free of speech,
^ !i.!tty. npcn to a bribe. Talk about Rubcmpre's jealousy
^nd his nuid passion for madame, saying that he would not

•^i
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on liny account have it known that lie had a mistress of thai

kind."'

"Miioufrh.—Must I have any weapons?"
"Xcvcr!" cxchnin«'(l Carlos vclicmcntly. "A wcripon?

Of what uso would that be? To <iot us into a scrape. Do
not under any cinunistanccs use your huntin>:-knife. When
you know that you can break the stronfjest man's lejrs by the

trick I showed you—when you can hold ymir own against

three armed wanlers. feeling (|uite sure that you can account

for two of tlieiii before they have ijot out flint and steel, what

is tJiere to be afraid of? Have not you your cane?"

"To lie sure." said the man.

Paccard, nicknamed The Old Guard. Old Wide-Awake, or

The ]{\<:]\\ Man—a man with lejrs of iron, arms of steel,

Italian wiiiskers. hair like an artist's, a beard like a sapper's,

and a face as "olorless and immovable as Oontenson's, kept

his spirit to 1 iiself. and rejoiced in a sort of drum-major
apj)earance which di.sarmed suspicion. A fuL'itive from

Poissy or Melun has no such serious self-consciousness and

belief in his own merit. As (Jiafar to the Ilaroun el Kasheed

of ilie hulks, he served him with the friendly admiration

wiiich Peyrade felt for ("orentin.

This hu;.fe fellow, with a small body in projiortion to his

lc;xs. tlat-chested. and lean of limb, stalked solemnly about

on his two lonjr pins. Whenever his ripht Icjj moved, his

riiiht eye took in everything; around him with the placid

swiftness jK'culiar to thieves and sfiies. The left eye followed

the rijrlit eye's example. Wiry, nimble, ready for anythinfr

at any time, but for a weakness for Dutch couraj^e Paccard

would have been jierfect, Jacques Collin used to say, so com-

pletely was he endowed with the talents indispensable to a

man at war with society, but the master had succeeded in

persuadinfT his slave to drink only in the evenin<j. On poin*;

home at nicrht. Paccard tippled the liquid pold poured into

small <:lasses out of a pot-bellied stone jar from Danzig.

"We will make them open their eyes." said Paccard, putting

on his grand hat and feathers after bowing to Carlos, whom
ho called his Confessor.

I
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The.«e wore the events wliieli had led three men, so elever.

(.acli in liis way. as .laciinis Cullin. I'cyrade, and Corentin, to

a !ianil-I"-li.iiiil li;:,dil (in the same ground, eueh exerting his

taiiiits in a strngglf for his own passions or interests. It

was one of those ohsciin' liut terrible eontlict-s on which are

oxpciulcii in marches and countermarches, in strategy, skill,

hatrnl. and vexation, the jxiwers that might make a tine for-

luni'. .Men and means were kept absolutely secret by I'ey-

rade. seconded in this bnsiness by his friend Corentin—

a

bu>ine>s ihey thought but a trille. And so, as to them,

history is silent, as it is on the true causes of many revolu-

tions.

Hut iliis was the result.

I'ive (lays after Monsieur de Nueingen's interview with

I'lyradf in the Cham •; filysees, a man of about fifty called

in tile morning, stepping out of a liandsome cab, and liinging

the reins to his servant. lie had the dtjad-white complexion

\\hi( h a life in the "world" gives to diplomates, was dressed

in lihic (loth, and had a general air of fashion—almost that

of a Minister of State.

He iiniiiired of the servant who sat on a hench on the steps

uhiilit ! t!ie Hai'on de XuciTig(n were at homo; and the man
re~]ii'( u'nlly threw open the splendid ])late-glass doors.

"^'(|l!r name, sir?" said th(^ footman.

"Ti !l the Uanm that 1 have come from the Avenue Gahriel,"

said Corentin. "If anyliody is with him, he sure not to say

.'-o too loud, or you will find yourself out of place!"

.\ minute later the man came hack and led Corentin by

till haek passages to the Baron's private room.

Corentin and the l)anker exchanged impenetrable glances,

and both bowed politely.

"Mon-ieur le Baron," said Corentin, "I come in the name
„f i>,.vriide

"

•\ rr' goot I" said the Baron, fastening the bolts of both

dnors.

"Monsieur de Kubemprc'-'s mistress lives in the Rue Tait-

hout. in the apartment formerly occupied by Mademoiselle

-1

;

issr

j
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(Ic Hellefouillp, M. d(> Uranville'ti ox-mistress—tlie Attorncy-

(jenenil
"

"Vat, so near to mo-'" oxelainied the Baron. "Dat is ver*

strange."

''1 can (juito understand your being crazy about that

splendid en'ature; it was a pleasure to me to look at her," re-

piicdCoreiiliii. "Lucirn is so jealous of the girl that he never

allows her to lie seen; and slie loves iiini devotedly; for in

four years, since she succeeded la IJellefeuille in tiiose rooms,

inheriting lier furniture and her j)rofession, neither the neigh-

bors, nor the jiorter, nor tiie oiIkt tenants in the house have

ever set eyes on lier. My lady never stirs out but at night.

When she sets out, t' " blinds of the carriage are pulled

down, and she is closi , veiled.

'•Jiiuien has otiier reasons in'^-ides jealousy for concealing

this woman. He is to be married to Clotilde de (irandlieu,

ami he is at this moment Madame de Serizy's favorite fancy.

He naturally wishes 1o keep a hold on his fashionable mis-

tress and on his ]tromised bride. So, you are master of the

position, for Lucien will siicrilice his ])leasure to his interests

and his vanity. Vou are rich; this is probably your last

chance of haj)piness; be liberal. Y(m can gain your end

through her waiting-nuiid. (live the slut ten thousand

francs; she will hide you in hei" unstress' bedroom. It must

be ([uite worth that to yim."

No figure of sj)cech could describe the short, precise tone

of finality in which ("orentin sjiokc; the Baron could not fail

to observe it, and his face cxpri'ssed his astonishment—an

expression he had long since expunged from his impenetrable

features.

"I have also to ask you for five thousand francs for my
friend Peyrade, who has dropped five, of your thousand-franc

note.-—a tiresome accident." Coreiitin went on, in a lordly

tone of command. "I'eyrade knows his Paris too well to

spend mon(\v in advertising, and he trusts entirely to you.

But this is not tlie most important point," added Corontin,

checking himself in such a way as to make the request for
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tiinnrv sfom finite n tritlc. *"lf vnii do rmt want to friil voiir

(hi\> iiii-cnilily. '^v\ the phut' I'or revradr that lif askfd vnu

lo |in>i iin- for liiiu—and it is a tiling' you can easily do. 'I'lie

Ciiirf of ihe (ieneral Police must liave liad notice of tlie

U/alicr ve-terday. All that is fi< I'ded is to p't (iondreville

Id -|Hak to the I'refet ol' i'oiice.— N'efV Well, just .-ay lo

Maliii. (iitule di' (ioiidi'e\ ilie. that it is to ohliLTe oiu' of the

iiH fi uho rtliescd him (d' M.M. de Siineusc, anil he will work

it

"

'"llere den. mensieur." said the Itaron, taking' out five

thousaiid-t'tane notes and handiiiLT them to Corentin.

'rile waitinir-tnaid is tri'i'at friends with a tall ehas>enr

iiained I'accanl, livim: in tlie Kue de I'rovoneo, over a car-

nau'ediuilder's : he <:(H'^ ont as heydu(|ue to persons who f,Mve

tlieiii-elves princely airs. \ttn can tret at Madame \an IJofj-

seck".- uonian thruuurh I'accard. a brawny Picmontese. wlio

has a likin<r for vermouth."

'I'his information. <:raeefully thrown in as a postscript,

was evidently tlie return for the five thousand francs, 'i'iie

Marnii was trvin<r to tniess C'orcntin's place in life, for he

iiuile imdi rstood that tlie man was rather a master of topics

than a s|)y himself; hut Corentin remained to liim as mys-

iiri(.u> as an inscription is to an arc'iia.;ologist when thrce-

(luarters of tlio letter? are misf^ing.

\'at is dat maid called?" he asked.

'|]uL'enie," replied Corentin, who howed and withdrew.

The Huron, in a transport of joy, left his business for the

day. -hut up liis oflice, and went up to his rooms in the hapf)y

fraiuc of mind of a NoimL' man of twenty looking fonvard
to his first meeting with his first mistress.

The Bamn took all the thousand-franc notes out of his

yirivate eash-hox—a sum suflieient to make a whol(> village

happy, fiftv-five thousand francs—and stuffed them into the

peckei i,f his coat. But a millionaire's lavishness can only

he ciimnared with his eajrerness for gain. .\s soon as a whim
or a pa-sion is to be gratified, money is dross to a Cnrsus;
in fact, he finds it harder to have whims than gold. A
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keen ploasurp is the rari'st lhiii<j in tlipsc satiatod lives, full

i)f tilt' cxcitenu'iit that eonies of ^inat strokes of spcciiliition.

in wliich tliese <lri(Ml-n|) hearts have hiirned thenisflvcs ont.

For instance, one of tlie riehest capitalists in I'aris one day
met an extremely pretty little workin^'-^nrl. Her mother
was u iili lier.hnt the ^irl had taken llic arm of a ynuni: fi'llow

in very doiiiill'iil finery, with a very smart swarrper. The
millionaire IVll in love with the <riri at first siirht ; he fol-

lowed lur home, he went in; he heard all her story, a record

of altcmatiniis of dancinj: at Maltillc and days of starvation,

of jilay-^'oinj,' and hard work; he took an interest in it, and
left tive ihoii.-and-frane notes nndcr a (ive-frane piece—an
act of f^enerosity abused. Next day a famous npholstcrer,

Brasclion, came to take the damst -: orders, furnished rooms
that she had chosen, and laid out twenty thousand francs.

She jrave herself up to tiie wilt!e-t hopes, iln's.-rd her mother
to match, anil ilattered iiersclf .-lie would find a place for her
e\-lover in an insurance otlice. Sjie waited—a day, two days
—then a week, two weeks. She thoufrht herself hound to be

faithful; she jrot into delit. The (a{»italist, called away to

Holland, had forgotten the girl; he never went once to the
Paradise where he had placed her, and from which she fell

as low as it is possible to fall I'ven in I'aris.

Nucingen did not gamble, Xucingcn did not patronize the

Arts, Xucingcn had no hobi)y : thus lie llung himself into his

passion for Esther with a headlong blindness, on which Carlos

Herrera had confidently counted.

After his breakfast, the I>aron sent for Georges, his body-

servant, and desired him to go to the Hue Taitbout and ask

Mademoiselle Eugenie, Madame van Hogseck's maid, to come
to his oillce on a matter of importance.

"You shall look out for her." lie added, "an' make her
valk up to my room, and tell her I shall nuike her fortune."

(uHirges had the greatest ditliculty in persuading Europe-
Eugenie to come.

"Madame never lets me go nut." said she; "I might lose

my place." and so forth: and (Jeorges sang her praises Inudlv

to the Baron, who gave him i n hmis.
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''If iiiiidainc fT'ifs mit uilhoiit Iht tliis pvoniiip," said

(Ifdi-r- In Ins master, whose eyes ^'lowed like carljunck'-, "slie

will he liere l)y ten o'clock."

'•(luiit. ^'ou shall (dine to dress me at nino o'clock—and
' i\" my hair. I shall look >o ;,^ooi as possihlo. 1 lielief I shall

n,ili\ -r( dat mistress—or money is not money anv more."
The liamn >[ieiit an hour, Irom noon till one, in dvein^' his

hair and v. hi-kers. At ninf in thi' eveninL'. liavinL: taken a

liatli iiefon dinner, lie made a toilet worthy of a lirideLrroom

and -eeiiieii liim.-elf—a pert'eei .\donis. Madame de Nuein-

ii'W. inl'ormed (d' this meiamorpliosis. i,'ave herself the treat

of m^peetinu" her hii>hand.

'(iood heaveii^I" cried ~he, "what a ridieulou- ti;,nirel Do,

at lea-t. put on a hlack >aiin stock instead of that white ncck-
ejutli wiiich makes your whi>kers look so hlack; !)cside.s, it is

>o 'l!nipii-e.' (piite the old foLa. You look like some snpor-

aiimiaicd parliamentary counsel. And take off the.sc dia-

Miond hiittons: tlay ,ire worth a liundred thousand francs

apiect—that slut will ask you for tiieni, and you will not he

alile to relu-e hi^r : and if a iia;:,i,'a;,''e i.s to liave them, T may
a- Well wear them as earrin.us."

The unhappy hanker, struck hy the wisdom of his wife's

retlectinii-. oheyi d reluctantly.

•Ridikiious. ridikilousi I liafe never telt you dat vou
shall he ridikilous when you dri'ssed yourself so smart to see

your little Mensiciir de IJasti.irnac I"

"I should hope that you never saw ine make myself
ridiruloiis. .\m I the woman to make such hlunders in the
fiiM -yllahlc of my dre.>s? Come, turn ahoiit. P.utton vour
"ill up to the neck, all hut the two top huttons. as the Due
'! Manfriurncuse does. In short, try to look yoiinir."

•M"ii>icur." said (icor<i;es, "hero is Mademoiselle lluvenie."

Adie. niotame," said the i>anker, and he escorted his wife
as far as her own rooms, to make sure that she should not
overh. ar their conference.

Oil liK return, ho took Kurope hy the hand and led her
iiiio his room with a sort of ironical respect.
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•'\'(ll. my chilf, you arc a iLiifipy creature, fur you aro de

iiiai'l (if dat iii(>?t lieaulil'ul voinaii in de vorlt. And your

I'driiiiie i^hall lie made if ynu vill talk to her for me aiiii in

nuiie interests."

"1 would not do such a thin^' for ten thousand francs!"

cxdainieil Kuro[ie. "'I would lia\e \ou to know, Monsieur le

Baron, that 1 am an honest ;,'irl."

"Oil \r>. I expect to pay dear for your honesty. In

business dat i^ \al \e call curiosity."

"And lliat it not ever\ thin<:," Europe, wont on. "If you

should not take niadame's faiuy—and that is on the cards

—

she would ho an^rry, and 1 am done for!—and my place is

worth a thousand francs a year."

"De capital to make ein tousant franc i- twenty tousand

franc; and if I -hall irif you da*, vou shall not lose notimj."

"Well, to ho sure, if that is tlie tone you take ahout it,

my worthy old fellow," said ICurope, "that is (luile another

story.—Where is the money?"
'•ilerc," replied the Baron, holdin<r up the banknote?, one

at a time.

He noted the flash struck by each in turn from Kurope's

eyes, bctrayinj,' tlie frreed he ha<l counted on.

"That pays for tny jtlace, but how about my principles, my
conscience?" said Kurope. cockin;: her crafty little \u»i' and

Lnvin;: the I'aroii a serio-comic h'cr.

'•^'our c(ins(ienee shall not be pait for so much as your

place; but I shall say fife tousand franc more," said lie,

addin<: live thousand-frane notes.

"Xo. no. Twenty thousand for my conscience, and five

thousand for my place if I lose it
"

"Yust vat you please." said be. addin,<r the five imti-;. "But

to earn dem you shall bite me in your lady's room by night

ven she shall be "lone."

"If vou swear never to tell who let you in, I airree. But

I warn you of one tbiiiL.'.—-Madame is as strong as a Turk,

she is madlv in love with Monsieur de Kubenipre. and if you

paid a million francs in banknotes she would never be un-
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faithful tf» liim. It is \cr\ -illy. I.ui that i« li,r vva\ wlfii

-ill ,- III Iipvc; ^lic !- wur-i' than an liniii -I wmnan. I kH
Mill! \Vh< ri -111' ;:iiis oul fur a <iri\i- iii i' ^ um(mI> at iii;_Mit,

niiitiMrur Very -rMuiii stays at Ihniii'. >hi' i- ;:.iiir nut this

1 uiim;.'. r-o I can liidi' \nii in my nidiii. If inailaiiif cutiii'.-t

111 al'iiif. I \\ ill fricli Mill ; y< 111 can wait in tin- clra\\ in^-rudni.

I uill iKii i(k till' door into licr room, and linn - vwll, the

n-i i> \iiiir coiucrn—so he read}."

"i -ha!! |iay \oii the luciiiy-life toii.-aiid fraiio in dat draw-

HlL'-room.— ^<IU j,dfe— I ^ifrl"

Indeed!" said lluropc, "you arc so (onlidiii;.' as id! that?

( )ii my word I"

•(th. villi will hafe \our chance to tleece ni«- yrt. \Vc shall

hi trnnd-."

••\\rll. then, he in the iJiie 'I'aithdiit at midni:,dil ; hut

npinir !hirt\ thuu-aiid frane> ahout you. A waitin^i-womarrs

Miiioiv. like a liaekncy eah, i- niueh dearer after iiiidiii.:!n.''

"It shall he more prudent if 1 j^'if you a cIkmjuo on my
i.:ink

""

"Nil. no," said Murope. ".Votes, or tfie liar^'ain i.'s olF."

>o at one in the morning' the l'>aroii ^\{ N ucinu'eti. hidden

111 the ;.'arrei where luirope .-lept, was siilferinf^ all the

iiiMrties <d' a man who ho[)es to triumph. His iilood seemeil

III liim to he tinu'Iin;: in liis toe-nails, and his head ready to

liur-t lil<e in o\crheated steam eiijiiiu'.

"l had more dan one hundert toiisand crowns' vort of en-

jdviiii nt— in my mind," said he to du Tillet when telliiiL' him
thr ,-i(ir\'.

Ill- listened to every little noise in the street, and at two

in (lie morning he heard his mistress" carria;,^e f.ir away on

ilic hoiilevard. His heart lieat vehemently under lii> -ilk

w.ii-tenat as the pite turned on its liintres. He wa- about to

111 hiihl the heavenly, the Ldowing face of Ins M-therl—the

chiitcr of the earria,L'e-stey» and the .-lam of ihf door struck

iiji'in his luart. He was more .-iLntalcii in exneetatioii • f

tli- <upn'me moment than he would have been if his fortune

had been at stake.
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"Ah, ha !" criod he, "(lis is vat 1 call to lif—it is too

much to lif; 1 shall bo iiuapaii!c of ('vcrythiIlJ,^*'

''Miulame is alone; coiue (lowii," said Kurope, lookinj^ in.

"Above all, make no noi.-e, <:reat el('|iliant.""

'(ireat Klephaiit I" he repeated, lauj^hinj^, aud walking; as

if he trod on red-hot iron.

Europe led the way, carrviiiir a candle.

"IIciv—count dcni I" said the Baron when he reached the

drawinj^'-room, holdinjtr out the notes to iMinic

Kurope took the thirty notes very gravely and left the

room, locking the banker in.

N'ucingen went straight to the bedroom, where he found

the handsome Knglishwoman.

"Is that you. Lucien?" said she.

"Xein, my ])eauty,'' said X'ucingen. but he said no more.

He stood speechless on seeing a woman the very antipodes

to Esther; fair hair where he had Fcen black, slenderness

where he had adtnired a powerful frame I A soft English

evening where he had looked for the bright sun of Arabia.

"Heyday! were have you come from?—who are yon?

—

what do you want?"' cried the Englishwoman, pulling the

bell, whieh made no sound.

"The bells dey are in cotton-vool. but hafe not any fear

—I .«hall go "vay,"' said he. "Dat is dirty tousant franc I

hafe tron in do vater. Are you dat mistress of Mensieur

Lucien do Hubem})re?"'

"Rather, my son," said the lady, who spoke French well.

"But vat vas you?"' she went on, mimicking Nueingeu's ac-

cent.

"Ein man vat is ver' much took in," replied he lamentably.

"Is a man took in von he finds a pretty vonum?" asked she,

with a laugh.

"Permit mo to sent you to-morrow some chewels as a

soufenir of do Baron von Xucingen."

"Don't know him I" said she, laughing like a crazy creature.

"But the chewels will be welcome, my fat luirglnr friend."

"You shall know Ixim. (Joot nii^'ht, motarne. Vou are
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tidbit for cin king; but 1 am only a poor banker moro dan

?ixtv vcar ol ant 1 vou liatV make nio tVol vat power the

vonian I lolV liafe oiVr mv since Vdiir difiiK' In'auty hafe not

make iiic forget her."

••\tll. dat is ver" pretty vat you say," replied the English-

wunian.

"It is not so pretty vat she is dat I say it to."

"You spoke of tliirty tliousand fraues—to whom did you

give them?"

"To (hit hussy, your niaid "

Tiic Knglishwonian called Kurope, who was not far oft.

"Oh!" shrieked Kurope, "a man in madamo's room, and

tie is not monsieur—how shocking!"

"Did he give you thirty thousand francs to let him in?"

"Xo. madanie'. for we are not worth it, the pair of us."

And Kurope set to screaming "Thief" .<o determinedly, that

the banker made for the door in a fright, and Kurope,

trijipiug him up. rolled him down the stairs.

"Ohl wretch!" tried she, "you would tell tales to my mis-

tress! Thief! thief ! stop thief
!"

The enamored liaron, in despair, succeeded in getting

unhurt to his carriage, which he had left on the boulevard;

l)ut he was now at his wits' end as to whom to apply to.

"And j)ray, niadame, did you think to get my earnings out

of me?" said Kur i" , coming back like a fury to the lady's

room.

"1 know nothing of French customs," said the Knglish-

wonian.

"i^ut one -word from me to-morrow to monsieur, and you,

madame, would iind yourself in the streets," retorted Juirope

iiirolentlv.

"Dat ("lam" nuiid !" said the Baron to Georges, who naturally

asktnl his master if all had gone well, "hafe do me out of

dirtv tousant franc—but it vas my own fault, my own great

faul'i
"

'•.\ih1 so monsieur's dress was all wasted. The douce is

ill it, I should advise you. :Monsieur le Baron, not to have

taken your tonic for nothing
"

ft
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"Onroho^, I sliall Im- dyin^r «>f .Irspair. T hafc f'''''^—

^

hafr i<c oil mcin licurt -ik. more of Kstlicr, my -rood I'rii'iid."

(icorgos was always tlie Baron's friond when mutters were

serious.

Two (lavs aftor tliis >cmo, wh'sch iMiropo related far mnu

h 1

amu
mue
(UHc.

sinclv lliaii ii laii In' writti'n. l)ccau se she told it with

nun ierv, Carl jucien were breakfasting ti'tc-

Mv dear hov. iiritlicr the iiolice no

be allowed to poke a nose into onr eonei

r anybody el?e must

rns,'' said Herrera

in a low voice, as he liiiiited liis ei>rar from T>ueien' 'It

rt-ould not agree with ns. 1 liave hit on a plan, daring but

effectual, to keep onr I'.aron and his airents (pii(

go to see

t. Vou

Madi inie lie .Serizv, ami make your

must

self verv agree-

able to her. 'I'l' icr. m the couise oi cniivi'rsa tion. tliat to

obliixe n asti'iuac. who has long heeii >icK o

gen, vou havi' con>cntc(l to i)Iay fi

f Madame de Xuein-

iir him to conceal a

n\istress. Monsieur de Xucingt'U, de-prratciv m love wi th

ike her lausrhthe woman Rastignac keeps hidden—tnat will make lie:

—has taken it into his head to sd the police to keep an eye

on you—on you. who are innocent (d' all ins tricks, and whose

interest with tlie (irandlii ns may !»> scrioiwly compromised.

Then you must lieg the Coiintc-s to secure her husband's

supTMirt, for he is a Minister of State, to carry you to the

Prefeeture of Police.

"When vou have got there, face to face with the Prefet,

make your complaint, hut as a man of political consequence,

who will sooner or lat( r he <ine of the motor powers of the

huge machine of gn\crnment. You will speak of the police

as a statesman shoiiM. admiring everything, the Prefet in-

cluded. The very best machines make oil-stain-^ or splutter.

Do not be angry till the right moment. Vou have no sort of

grudire aL'ainst Monsieur le Prefet, hut jKTsiiade him to k' ep

II sharp lookout on his people, and pity him for having to

blow ilii'iii up. The (piieier and more gentlemanly you are,

the more terrible will the Prefet be to his men. Then we
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shall ho left in poao>'. and we may send for Esther hack, for

she nni<t l.r liclliiin like the (loc.-; in tlio forest."

The I'refc t at that time was a retired ma<ristraie. Ketirod

mapistratrs make far too younj.' I'refets. I'arlisans of tlio

riuht. 'ni: the lii<:h horse on jioints of hiw, they arc not

H^iht- .ided in arbitary aetion such as eritieal circumstances

(.Fteii re(nnrc: case- in which the I'refet shoiihl he as prompt

:i^ a lirciiian called to a conthi^'ration. So, face to face with

the \ice-l'n .-ideiit of tlie Council of State, the Prefet con-

fo^cd to moiv faidts than the police really has, deplored its

al.uscs. and presently was ahle to recollect the visit paid him

hy the Haroii de Xuciiifren and Ids iiuiuiries as to Peyrade.

'i'hc i'refet, while promisinji to cheek the rash zeal of his

;it:ciu-;. thaid<ed Lucien for havini: come strai-rht to him,

promi-cd secrecy, and affected to understand the intrigue.

A few line speei lies aliout personal liberty and the sacred-

iKs- of home life were bandied between the VvOM and the

Minister: Monsieur do Serizy observintr in conclusion that

though the hi^h • iterests of the kin>rtlom sometimes necessi-

lalcd ilk'L'al action in secret, crime bejran wlien these State

iiica-iircs wen ap])lii'd to private cases.

\c\t (lav. j\isi as Peyrade wa.s goin}! to his heloved Cafe

I)avid. where he enjoyed watchin.ix the bourgeois eat, as an

artist waiches llowers open, a <:endarnie in private clothes

spoke to him in the street.

"I wa< roin,''- to fetch you," said he in his ear. "I have

orders to take you to the Prefecture."'

I'evrade called a hackney cab. and p;ot in without saying

a -inule woril. followed by the gendarme.

The I'refd treated Piyrade as thouirh he were the lowest

warder on the hulks, walking to and fro in a side path of the

-anien of the Prefecture, which at that time was on the Quai

d( - < trfevres.

"ii is not withotit good reason, monsieur, that since 1830

you have been kept out of ollice. Do not you know to what

risk voti expusi' us. not to nieiition yourself?"

Tlie lecture rutin] hi a lliunder.-t roke. The Prefet sternly



144 A COrUTESAN'S LIFE

I

infdrmcil ])oor Pcvrinlc tliiit not only wduIJ liis yearly allow-

UTKc lie (lit (ifT, I)ut tliiit he himself would he narrowly

\viitelie(!. 'I'hi' old man tnnk the shock with an air of perfect

(•aim. Xothiiiir can lie more ritridly expressionless than a

man strnck- hy liirhtnini:. Teyrade had lost all his stake in

the uaiiie. lie had eonnted on .ircttin;: an appointment, and

isc found himself hei'efi (d' everything- hnt the alms hestowod

by his fri<'nd C'orentin.

''I have heen IVefet of Poliee inys(>lf : 1 think you perfectly

ri.Lrht."" -aid the uld man (|uietly to the f\inctionary who stood

hel'ore him in his judicial majesty, and who answered with

a .si;:nificani shru^.

"Rut allow me, without any attempt to justify myself, to

point out that you do not know nii> at all." Peyrade went

on, with a keen <rlance at the Prefet. "'Your hnij:ua<:e is

either too severe to a man who has heen the head of the police

in Holland, or not severe enouj:h for a mere spy. But, Mon-

sieur le Prefet," Peyrade added after a pause, while the other

kept silence, "hear in mind what I now have the honor of

tellin<:you: I have no intention of interferin,;,' with your police

nor of attemittiuLr to justify myself, hut you will jiresently

discover that tlu're is some one in this business who is heinji

deceived; at this moment it is your hmnhle servant: hy and

by you will say. 'It was I.'
"

And he bowed to the chit'f, who sat passive to conceal his

amazement.

Pevrade returned home, his leps and arms feelinfi broken,

and full of cold fury with the Baron. Nobody but that burly

hanker could have betrayed a secret contained in the minds

of ("ontenson. Peyrade, and Corentin. The old man accused

the banker of wisiiinir to avoid paying now that he had .irained

liis end. A sintrle interview had heen enou>;h to enabh^ him

to read the astuteness of this most astute of hankers.

"He tries to compound with every one. even with us; but

I will lie rcvenired." thought the old fellow. "1 have never

asked a favor of Corentin: 1 will ask him now to help me to

be revenged on that imbecile monev-ho.\. Curse the Baron!

Lii
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\\\\], you will know the stull" 1 am made of one fine morn-

irii: wlicii vdii liiitl .y<uir (laiij,ditt'r disgraw'd 1—But (lot\s he

ln\c lii^ (!au,i:hUT, 1 wonder?"'

liv thr fvi'uiii.ir of till' day when this catastrophe had upsot

the old iiiaiTs hoju's ho had aj^cd hy ten years. As he talked

to Ins I'liciid Corentin, he mingled his lauiemations with

tear.- wrun.u^ from him hy the thou,<,'ht of the UKlaiuholy pros-

[H(l> lir iiiii-i liequeath to his daughter, iiis idol, his treasure,

ili- Ilillci'-oU'rlillg to (.iod.

"We will loilow the matter up," said Corentin. "First of

all. uc iiiu-l lie sure that it was the Baron who peached.

WiiT «( wise in enli>ting (iondreville's support? That old

rnxal owes us too much not. to he an.xious to swamp us;

indeed. 1 am keipiiig an eye on his son-in-law Keller, a

siiii|iletoti in ])oliti(s, and <piite capahle of meddling in some

ciui.-jinai V to overthrow the elder Braueh to the advantage

of the vounger.— 1 shall know to-morrow what is going on at

Nueiiigin's, whether he has seen his heloved, and to whom we

owe this .-har]) pull up.— Do not be out of heart. In the lirst

[liace. the I'refet will not hold his appointment much longer;

the time- are hig with revolution, aiul revolutions iiud<e good

lishing for us."

A peculiar whistle was just then heard in the street.

"That is C'ontenson," said I'eyraile, who i)ut a liglit in

the window, "and he has something to say that concerns

me."

A minute later th(> faithful Contenson apjieared in the

presence of the two gnomes of the police, whom he revered

as though they were two genii.

"What is u])?" asked Corentin.

'•.\ new thing! I was coming out of 113. where I lo.«t

everything, when whom do 1 spy umler the gallery? (ieorges!

Tlie man l:as heen dismissed hy the Baron, who suspects him

of treachi ry."

"That is the (^fTect of a smile I gave him." said JVyrade.

"i'.ah : when 1 think of all the mischief I have known caused

hv smile;

10

said Corentin.

4
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"To say nothing' of that rausid liy a \^hi|l-la^ll," said IVy-

radr, rclVrriii,L; in iIh' Siiiifii.^f ca.-r. (In I'nr Tench nunc

iilJiiirr.) "Hilt (oiiif. CuntfiiMiii, whai i> j^'oiii^' <'ti
?""

"'I'liis is what is ;:<)iii,i: on." said ('niitt-nsoii. "I made

(irorp's lilal) by ;.'fltin;; iiim to treat nif tn an mdlor- st•^H•^

of li(|iH'urs of every color— 1 left him ti|i>y: i mu^t be a.-,

full as a still inyMlf !—Our r.anm has lu'eii \>< the line 'I'ait-

Ixnit, erammrd with i'a>tilles du Serail. There he found the

fair one voii Isii-iw n\' : imt—a .i^ood joke ! Tlie llii.u'li^h beauty

is not his fair iinkiinwn I—And he ha> -\n\)\ thirty thou.-and

franes to bribi' the lady's-maid, a pieee of folly!

"That ereatiire tlii!d<s iisidf a -nat man because it does

mean tliin,L:s wilh iireat capital, [{ever-e the proi)osition,

and you have the problem nf which a man of .lienius is the

pohition.—The liaroii came hnme in a pitiable condition.

Xoxt day (ieor<:es, to p't his linp'r in the pie. .-aid to his

master:

"'W'liv. Monsieur le I'.aron. do you employ such black-

guards ? if von would only tru-t to me. I would find the

unknown ladv. fur your de>criplion (d' her is enouudi. I

wouhl turn Paris up-ide down."
—

'<b' ahead." >ay.- the i'.ardu:

'I ^hall reward you handsomely I"—(ieoruvs tnld nu' the whole

story with the iiio-t ah^urd details, i'.ui—man is born to be

rained upon I

"Xext dav the Uanm received an anonymous letter some-

thing to this ell'ect : 'Miiii>iei;r de Xiicinuen is dying of love

for an unknown lady : he has already spent ii great deal

utterly in vain: if he will repair at midnight to the end of

the Neuillv I'.ridue. and get into the cai'riage behind which

the cha-cur he >aw at Vinceniies will be >tanding. allowing

himself to be blindfolded, lie will see the woman lie loves.

As his wealth may lead him to suspect the intentions of per-

sons who proceed in such a fashion, he may bring, as an

escort, his faithful (ieorges. And there will be nobody in

the carriage.'- -Off the Haron goes, taking (leorges with him.

but telling him nothing. They l)otli submit to have their

eves bound up and their heads wrappeil in veils; tlic Baron

recoiinizes the nuin-servant.
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Two lioiirs liitfr, tlic tiirriii^'c. ^roinfr at the pate of L( )UIS

Will.— (ioil rest liis .Miull lie kiirw what was iiicant l)_v

ilir |i(ili(c. In' tlid I

—

pulled up ill the uiiihllc nl" a wood. Tlii'

liaron liail tlif liaiidkcnliit 1' olV, and >aw. in a carriajrt' ftaiul-

ll'I ?lu' vanislud. AndiiiL' still, liis adored fair—when, whi

I he (arria,Lre. at the sanie lively pace, hrou^zht him back to

ihr Xciiillv Hridj^i', where lie found his own.

"Siiiiu' niie had slipped into (leor^'es" hand a note to this

. Ill ( I : •llnw many i»anknoles will the Raron part with to ho

put into ((iiuniuniealion with his unknown fair?' (ieor^a'.-}

Ii.indrd this lo his master; and the Baron, never doubting that

(ieor'fe- wa- in collusion witii me or with vou. Monsieur

lo (1railr,

W hat

( icrirocs

rive a

Monsieur IVy-

hard jiar^'aiii, turned him out of the house.

II tool that lianker 1

d kleiore lie Had Known llic unKnown
He ouj,dit not to liavc scut away

th

'Then (ieorge-: saw the woman;
Ve-."" replied Contenson.

aid C'oruntin.

\Ve!l." cried l'cvrad( am ! what is she like?'

••Oil. s

lii\eline>~.

id Contenson, 'iic said but one word—'A sun of

"We are Inin<: tricked by sonic rascals who heat us at the

ame." said IVvradc. "Those villains mean to sell their

woman verv tiear to the Baron.

"fla. itu in III rr," said Contenson. ".\nd so, when I heard

you >:ot slapped in the face at the rrefecture, 1 made Georges

"I should very mmh like to know who it is that has

>toleii a march on m(-,"' said I'eyrade. "We would measure
<iur siiiirs I"

e IImist play ciivesdroj)[)er,"' said Contenson.

V IS nil ht. aid I'evrade. "We must get into chinks
l<i li>ten. and wail-

'Ue will study that side of the subject,'' cried Corentin.

iir the present. 1 am out of work. You. IVyrade, be a

\erv 'j:ood bov W e must alwav s ol •'V M on-ieiir le I'refet

"Moiirieur de N'licingen wants lileeding," .said Contenson;
he has too manv ban kiiott in Ins veins.
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'•But it wiirt Lydic's iiiiirriairo-portidii I looked for there!"

siiiil I'rynHlc. in a wliispcr to Corciilin.

•N. iini' iiloiiLT. ( '<iiili'iison, let lis l)c oiT, and leave our

(laddv ti) iiv-itve, iiv-livc

•M oiisiciir. id Coiitciisoii to Corciitiii on tlic doorstep.

"what a fjuecr ))i(((' (d' l>n)l-.('ra;:(' our jzood friend was plan-

iiuu ll( -Wiiat, iiiarrv a (iau'niter wi tlitlle iinee of-

Ali, iia I It would make a |iretly little play, and ven- mora

too. entilii'd 'A (iirl's Ilower.'"

"Vou arc highly or;:ani-:i'd animals, indeed." repli''d Coren

tin. •Wiiat ears vou have (crtainlv Social Nature arms

all her >peeii'S witii tiie ipiaiities nci (led for the duties she ex-

H'lts of them I Soiictv is second nature.

liat is a iii^ddy pliil licai view to take," eried Conten-

son. "A professor would \\(U'k it up into a system."

••j.et us find out all wr can," replied Corcntin with a smile,

as he made his way down the street with the spy, "as to

what K*"'* on at M<ni.-icur de NuciuLren's with reirard to tlii-

girl—the main facts: nevir mind tlie detai

.lust watch to see if Ins clnmnevs are smoking paid

Contenson.

•Sucli a man as the Karon de Nueinjren cannot he happy

ineojrnito, replit'd Corentm. And hesides, we for whom
men are liut cards. oui:ht never to he tricked hv them.

'Bv (iad: it would he t le condemned laii-bird amusinf

iimse cuttin'^ the executioner's throat.

"Vou always have xuiiethinir droll to say.*' replied Co-

rent in. with a dim smile, that i'aintlv wrinkled his set white

f; ice.

This husiness was exceedingly important in itself, apart

from its eonseciuenees. If it were not the Baron who had

hetrave( 1 1 evrade. who could have had anv interest in seeing

the Prefet of Police? From Corentin's point of view it

seemed susiuckuis Were there any traitors among his men?
And as he went to hed. he wondered what Pevrade, too, was

considering.

'W lo can have g(me to complain to the Prefet? Whom
does the woman belonL' to?"
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And tliup, willimit kiinwin^r ladi otlior, .TiK jupg Collin,

i'(\ railc. :iii(' Cnrcntiii ucrc < unvcrjrin^ to a i lumon point;

wliilr thf luihiippv Iv-iIkt. N iiciiip n. and l^icicn wcr- iu-

iMialily (ntiiii;.dc(l in tiir *tni;:';zK' wliidi had aln ady Ix'min,

.iiid of wlii' 'i the point ol' pride, jx'culiar to police aj^ontp.

u,i~ making' a war to tlic death.

'i'haiiLs to Iliirope's cleverness, tl'.e more pressinjj half of

ihr -i\iy thousand franco of deht owed hy Hstlier and Lueien
«a< |iaid oir. The creditors did no* even los(> confideiieo.

iairirn and lii- evil ^renins cniild hreat!'' for a 'Moment, Tiike

two wild animals, drinkin;: l'"r an in>tant o. tlio waters of

sonic |>ool. they could start aj^ain aloni: the cfl're of the

piK ipiir \vh( ic the >tron<j man was guiding the weak man to

the jilihft or to fortune.

"We are staking now," said Tatios to his puppet, "to
A ill or lose iill. But, happily, the tu.rds are beveled, and
the piiiitt rs young."

I""r some little time Lueien, In his terriljle Mentor's orders,

had heeii very attentive to Madame de .Serizy. Jt was, in

fact. in(li>pensalile that I.ucien should not he suspected of
having a kept woman for his mistress. And in the pleasure
of lieing loved, and the excitement of fiishionai)le life, lie

fi'iind a s])urioi!s jiower of forgetting, lie oheyed Made-
nini>ell(' Clotilde de (iraiidlieu hy never seeing her excepting
ill the Mois or the Clianips-ftlysees.

On the day after Ksther was .vjiut up in the park-keeper's
houce, the heing wlio was to her so enigmatic and terrihle,

whu wiighed upon her soul, came to desire her to sign three
pieces of stamped pajier, made terrihl" hy thc-^e fatt'ful word^

:

on the flr-t, acccjited jiayalile for sixty thousaiul francs; on
till- >eeoiid, aece])ted payahle lor a hundred and twenty tlum-
saiid francs; on the third, accepted payahle for a hundred and
twenty thousand francs—three hundred thousand francs in

all. My writing Tiati jifnir, you simply promi-e to pay. The
wnrd Accrplii! constitutes a hill of exchange, and makes you
liahlc to imprisonment. The word entails, on the person

' i

I

I

t
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wild is so inipnul'tit ;t^ to si;:n. tln' risk .>f fivf years' itii-

l)ri.-oiiin('nt— ii i>uiii>hiiirrit wliidi tlic police iiia^xistrati' liar-lly

ever inllict-. and wlncli is rocrvi-d at tlic assizes for coniinncd

ro|:ti(s. Till' law of iiiipn-ciiimtiit fur dcht is a relic of the

th\< of harliari^iii. wliirli <Miiil)ities with its stupidity the

rare merit of iiciii;: iiseh>-, ina>iiiui ii a- it never catches

pwimllers.

"The point." -aid tlie Spaniard to Kstiier. "is to <ret T.iicien

out of his diiricnllii-, Wf lia\e del)ts to tlie t\iiie of sixty

t!ioii>and fram-. and with tlie-e three luindri'd thousand

franc- we may pcriiap- pull throu^di."

llaviiiL' antedated the iiills i.y six months. Carlos had had

tliem drawn on M-ilicr hy a man wlmm tlie county court

had '•mi-unilrr>tcHMl,"" and whose adventures, in spite of the

excitement tliev had cau-ed, were soon forirotten, ludden, lost,

in the ii]iri'ar of tlie Lrnat symphony of duly IS,'?!).

'Phis vouiiL' fellow, a nin-t audacious adventurer, tlio son

of a lauvirV dcrk of I5o\do,i:ne, neur Paris, was naniod

Cicorp's Marie ne<tourny. His father, ohliired hy adverse

rircumstan(i'< to -ell hi-; cnnnection. dii-d in IS*:? I, leavinsr his

son witJKUit tile means of livin.ir. aftiT Ldvin? him a l)rilliant

education, the folly of the lower middle class. At t\v(>nty-

tlireo tlie clever vomi!.' law-student had denied his paternity

by printinji on his cards

(Jiorgcs d'Estourny.

Tliis card jrave him an odor of aristocracy, and now, as^

a man of fashion, he wa< so im])udent as to set up a tilbury

and a ^M'ooin and haunt the cliihs. One line will account

for this; he ^ramhled on the Bourse with the money intrusted

to him hy the kept wmnen of his acquaintance. Finally he

fell into the hands of the police, and was charged with play-

ing at cards witli t(»o much luck.

lie had accom|iliccs. youths whom I.e had corrupted, his

compulsory satellites, acccs-ory to hi- fashion and his credit.

Compelled to lly. hv forgot to pay his differences on the
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Roiir-c. All Paris— the I'aris «if the Stock Exchanp- and

(lull— W.I- still -liiikcii liy this ilniililc -Imkr of >win(lliiijj.

Ill llir (iiiv- nf his ".pjiiidor (Itdi-p- il'lv-toiiriiy, a liand-

-.iiiir vuiiili. ;itid, ahovc :dl, a ji'lly t'cllnw, ii- ircricnMis as a

hniiiiinl <hirf, had for a few inuiitiis '•|irntrct<ii" La Torpilk'.

'rh( I'iiIh AMk'' hased his cahiihitiniis oil I'l-tiwr's funiicr iii-

liniar\ with ihi- rmiioiis scoiiiidi'd, an inciilcnt |u(uliar to

u otiicn (il hi r chiss

(jcorL'i- d'l!-iiiiirnv. \vh

d.T 1

osc airihi tiori 'jTt'w iiolilrr wilil suc-

cess. liMiJ I.ikcii uiidcr Ins pat rnii;i;:(' a man u lio had coiuc t nun

ihc di'pilis uf the cnnntry io carry on a l)n>incss in Paris, and

\\li(nn ilic I.iiicral partv were anxious to iml.innify for cortain

!-ciii( iHc- ciKJiircMl with ninch cnura^rc in the strn<:<;lo of tlio

jiros with Ciiarlc- X.'s jrnvcrnnicnt, tlic pcrscciitinn iicinj;

\cil. however, dnrini,' the Marlijinae adinini-tralinii. TherelM

Sieiir Cerizet had then lieen pardoned, and he was ihenceforth

knnu n a- the l>rave Cerizet.

Cecizet tlien. heinLT patronized fur form's sake hy the hij^-

\vi<:s of the Left, fmiuded a hon<e which coudiined tlie husiness

(d' a ifcncral au'cncv witli that of a liaid< and a commission

aireiicv. It was one o f tho-e concerns w hich, in Imsiness,

remind one nf the servants who advertise in the papers as

beintr ahle and uillin_r to do everythint:. Cerizet was very

<.dail til ally liimM'if with (Ieorj,fcs d"K>tourny, who j^ave him
hint-.

l!-tlicr. in virtue of the anecdote almut ?*inon, mijiht i)0

reirardiil as the faithful iruardian of part of (ieoriren

d"L-tMurnv"s fortune. An endorsement in the name o f

(irnrL;c- iri-;>t<uirny made Carlos Ih-rrera master of the money
III' had created. Tliis fio'^rery was perfectly safe so lo iiir as

uicmoiMije I'.-tiier, or some one for IIler. conlil, or wasM
linimd to |iay.

After iiiakinL' impiirie.s as to the house of Cerizet, Carlos

perceivi i| tiiat he had to do with one of tho-e humldi' men
who are !n nt on makinL' a fortune, hut lawfullv. Cerizet.

v.itli wli'im il"Lst ourn\- had realiv di'ii.i-ilcd his ni'iiievs, had

in hand a considerahlc sum with which he was speculating
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for a risp on tlio Bonrso. a ?tatp of aTairf! uliioh allowed Iiim

to style liiriisclf a l)ankt'r. Siicli tliin;rs aiv (loiio in Pariw; a

mail may l)o dc-^piscd,—hnt money, never.

Carlos went oif to Cerizet intendiii!? to work him after

his manner; for. as it liappened. lie was master of all this

worthy's seerets—a mei't jiartner for d'Kstourny.

Cerizet the Hrave lived in an entresol in the J{uo du dros-

Cheiiet, and Carlos, who had hiinself mysteriously announced

as fomini: from (ieorL'es d'Kstourny. t'oimd the self-styled

banker (piite pale at the nani(>. The Alilie saw in this humble

private room a little man with thin. liLrlit hair: and reeoirnized

him at once. I'inm Kiicinrs de.-eriptioii. as the .Fudas who had

ruined David Sechard.

"Can we talk here without ri>k of beinj? overheard?"

said the Spaniard, now metamorphosrd into a red-haired Knf^-

lishmaii with Idiie spectacles, as clean and prim as a Puritan

goiniz to meetinir.

"Why, monsieur 'r" said Cerizet. "Who are you?"

"Mr. William Barker, a creditor of M. (Tlvstourny's ; and

I can ])rove to you the necessity fur keepiii;: your doors closed

if you wish it. We know, monsieur, all about your con-

nections with the I'etit-Clauds. the Coiiitets. and the Sechards

of .\nf:ouleine
"'

On hearing' llic-e words. Cerizet rushed to tlie door and shut

it. tlew to another IcudiiiLr into a licdniom ami bolted it ; thi'n

he said to the straiiLTer:

"Speak lower, monsieur." and he studinl the sham Kng-

lishnian as he asked him. "What (!) you want with me?"
"iK'ar me," said William Barker, "every one I'ur himself in

this W(U'ld. Vou had the money of that rascal d'lOstourny.

— ]^i' ipiitc ea-y, 1 have not come to ask for it; but that

sciiundrel. wlin deserv<s haiiginir. betwei'H you and me, trave

me tlie>e bills, saying that there might ln' some rhanco of

reioxering the money: and as 1 do not choose to prosecute in

niv own name, he told ino you would mA refuse to back

them."

Cerizet looked at t!ie bills.
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"Rut lie i;J no !on<rt'r at Fr;";^ fort," said he.

'i know it." n |»lit'ii Barkei 'iit he may still have been

tlii'ic at tlic lialc of those bill —
•| will not take tlie respoiuiKi'iiy," said ("erizet.

'•{ ilo tioi ask Mieli a saeritice of you," replied Barker; ''you

may in- instructed to reeeivc- them. Endorse them, and 1

will undcrtaki' to recoviT the money."
'•] am >iiriiri>ed that irKstoiirny should show so little con-

rniiHci- in me." said Cerizet.

"in his position," replied Barker, "you can hardly blame

liiiii for having: put his e<;f,'s in diU'ereiit baskets."

'('an yoii liclicvi " the little broker began, as he handed
iiack to the l'Jij:lisliman the bills of e.xehange formally ac-

ccplnl.

"I bflitve tliat you will take good eare of his money,"' said

ISaiker. '•] am sure of it I It is already on the green table

of thr iloli -He."

"My fortune de|)ends
'"

"(In your appearing to lose it," said Barker.

"Sir I" erit'd Cerizet.

"Look here, my dear ilonsieur Cerizet," said Barker, coolly

iiiirrrii[iting him, "y')u will do me a service by facilitating

tliK payment, iie so good as to write me a letter in which
ynii tell Die that you are .sending nie tlu'se bills receipted on
iri-l-iourny's account, and that the collecting olTicer is to

rrirard the hohh r of the letter as the possessor of the three

bills."

"Will you give me your name?"'

"No names," replied the Knglisli capitalist. "Put 'The
I'lanr of this letter and these bills."—You will be handsomely
I' haid for obliging me."
"How?" said Cerizet.

"In one word—You mean to stay in France, do not you?"
"^ cs. monsieur."

"\V( II. (Jeorges d'Kstourny will never re-enter the country."

"Pray why?"
"There are five persons at least to my knowledge who

wuuld niurd( r him, and he knows it."
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''Then no wotuicr he is iisking irio for ninnoy enouj^li to

start liiiii trading' to tin- IiKlics?'" cried (.'('rizct. "And unfor-

tuiiiiti'ly lie lias coniitcr d iiif to risk everything in State

speeulatiiiii. We already owe heavy ditrerences to the house

of du 'I'iilet. 1 live from hand to mouth."
"\\ ithdraw y(air stakes."

'()h I if only I had known this .sooner!" exehiimed Cerizot.

"I have missed my ehaneel"

"One last word." ^-aid I>arker. "Keep your own eounsel,

yon are eajtahle of that: hut you must he faitiiful too, whieh

is perhajis less ( crtain. We shall meet again, and I will help

you to luaki' a fortune."

Having thus tossed this sordid soul a erumh of liope that

would seeure silence for sorue time to come. Carlos, still

disguised as Barker, betook himself to a liailitf whom ho

could d(>pend on, ;ind instructed him to gel the lull.'- brought

home to l''sther.

"They will be paid all right." said he fo the otlicer. "It

is an alTair of honor; only we want to do the thing reg-

ularly
"

Barker got a solicitor to represent I^st'u^r in cf)nrt. so that

judgment might be given in presence of both parties. The
collecting otlicer, who was begged to act with civility, took

with him all the warrants for ])rocedure, and came in person

to seize the furniture in the Rue Taitbout. where he was rc-

CH'ived by Kurop(>. Her personal liability once proved. lOsthor

was ost(Misibly liable, btn'ond dispute, for three hundred and

more thousand fraii's of debts.

In all this Carlos displayed no great powers of invention.

Th'' farce of falst> debts is often played in Paris. Then^ are

many sid)-(iobsecks and sub-Oigonnets who, tor ;i percentage,

will lend themselves to this subterfuge, and regard the in-

fam(ui> trick as a jest. In France everything—ev(Mi a crime

—is done with a laugh. By this means refractory parents

are luade to pay, nr rich mistresses who inight ilrive a hard

bargain, but who. face to face with tlagrant uecessitv. or

some impending dishonor, pay up, if with a bad grace.
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M.ixiitK' di' 'rniilles liad nftfii ur-cd sucli iiifuiis, borniwrd

frniii the coriu'dics of tlic old >t;i;,'<'. Carlos Hcrrcra. who
waiitct! to save the hoimr of his frown, as well as i.ui'it'irs, had

workc'l the s])('ll hy a forf^crv not danjri'ious for him, hut now
^o ri'c(in('ntly practised that .Fustico is hc^^iniiin^ to oi)joc{.

ThiTc is, it is said, a I>ours(> for falsiiicd l)ills near tln' Palais

iioyal. where you may jret a for^^ed sif,niature for three francs.

Hefore i'nterin<: on the <|uestion of the hundri'd thousand

(•roWll^ tiiat were to keep the door of the liedroom, Carlo.s de-

termined first to extract a hundred thou>and more from il.

de Nuein^^en.

.\nd this was the way: Ry his orders Asio pot herself up
for the liaron's l)enefit as an old woman fully informed as

to the unkn<jwn heauty's all'airs.

Hitherto, novelists of manners luive placed on the stage

a ^TCi'-t many usurers; hut the female money-lender has heen

nvcrlooki'd. the .Madame la K'c-source of the ]>resent day—

a

Very >in<,Milar liirure, euphemi-lically Sjtoken of as a "ward-

robe pur(•ha^er"" ; a part that the ferocious .Vsie could play,

('•I -lie had two oid-cloihes shops manaj:e(l li\ women -he

iciuld trust—one in the Temple, and the other iii the Hue
N.iiv.-Saint-Marc.

"Vou must pet into the skin of Madame de Saint-Esteve,"

said he.

Iferrera wished to see Asie dressed.

The po-hetween arrived in a dress of tlowirrd daisiask,

made of the curtains of some dismantled houdoir, and one
of tliose shawls of Indian design—out of date, worn, and
valueless, which end their career on the hacks of these women.
She had a collar of magnificent lace, though torn, and a

lerrihle honnet : hut her shoes were of tine kid. in which the

ilr-!i of her fat feet nuide a roll of hiack-lace stocking.

'.\ih1 Tiiy waist buckh'I" she exclaimed, displaying a piece

f -uspicious-looking finery, prominent on her cook's stomach.

There's .'^tyle for you! and my front!—Oh, Ma'nie Xourris-

-on lias turned me out quite spiff!"
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"Re jis swoct as Ikuicv iit fir-t." -aid Ciiri".-; 'iif ahrmst

timid, as suspicions as a cat ; an .. iilnuc all. niak" the l>ari>;i

iisliainil of liaviiif^ ciiiiilovcd ilic iiolicc. witliniii l)ctrayi!iL'

that }()u (jiiakc iH'i'drc the cMii.-t.iiilc. I'mally. make ymir

oiistomcr umlcrstand in iiitH'c <>r lc-< plan, terms that \n\\

(h'fv all the police in the world to discovci' liis jewel. Take

care to destroy yuiir traces.

"When the r>aroi\ },nves you a ri<iht to tap him on the

ptomach. ar.d call him a ])ot-hellied old rip. you may he at-

insolent as y. Ill jilease, and make him trot like a footman.""

NiiciiiLren— thi-eatened by .\sie with iieviT seemt: her airam

if he allem|ited the >malle>t espionap'—met the woman on

his way to the Bourse, in secret, in a wi'etehed i-iifrcxul in the

Kue Neuve-Saint-.Mare. How often, and with what rapture,

liave amorous millioiiairo trodiim tlie.-e sipialid patlis ! the

pavements of i'aris know. Madame de Saint-Esteve. by

tossing the Baron from hope to de-pa] r hy iiirns. hrouj:ht him

to tlie point when he insisteil on heiui: informi'd of all that

rehited to the unknown beauty at miii i;,>-t. Meanwhile, the

law was })Ut in force, and with such eti'ect that ihe i)ailifTs.

finding no resistance from KstluT, |)Ut in an e\ecution on her

clfects witliout losing a day.

liUi'ien, guided liy his advi>er. paid the recluse at Saint-

(iermain five or six visits. The merciless author of all thes(>

machiiuitions thought this necessary to save Kstlier from

pining to death, for her beauty was now tlieir capital. When
the time came for *hem to cpiit the j)ark-kee]>er"s lodge, he

took T..iuien aid the ])oor girl to a place on the road whence

thev coidd see Paris, where no one could overhear them,

'lliev all three sat down in the rising sun. on the trunk of a

felled ]>oplar, looking over one of the finest jirospects in the

world, endiracing the cotirse of the Seine, witli Montmartre,

I'ans, and Saint-Denis.

''Mv eliildren." said Carlos, '"your dream is over.—You.

little one, will never see [.ueien again: or if you should,

you must have known him luily for a few days, five years

ago.'"
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•IX-ath has i-^nuv up<>n inr th^Ti." sai<l sIh', without

W'fll. vou liavc 'hh'ii '11 iIk'sc fivf y<»ars."' Niid ILth ra.

"liMi'MD' vi<iirscM hf con^umi'tivr. ;itiil <Hc wilhout bor-

mi: 11- «itli vnii' iaiiirntaliuns. Hut '• .ui will sec v,.., can

.-nil li\<'. ami ^^--rv coiiafnrTaMv t<»>.— I-cavc us, l.tiiu'u— tr<>

.111(1 pillivr -imfrts!" --.ii<i he. j'ointiiij: \'> a tlfhl .i little way

ntr

laicicii . ast a lodk <>i hniiililc entreaty at Ksthrr. one of

the looks on nliar t( -u* h men—weak and ^rerdy. with ten-

iUr \u-A\-\> .•!(! cMwanily spirits. I-lsthtT aiiswer>'il with a

l.ov of her li-ad. uhi.-h said: "I will h.-ar t!i<' eNeeiitioticr,

tiiai 1 may kimw hem t.> l;i\ my iiond iindor tiie a\e, ami I

shall hwve eoiirair'' t-noii^rli li' die decently.
""

'I'hc iTi'-lurc w :- so irracii.ii-., hut .so full of dreadful meaii-

!!1L^ that the |iim • wept; I-'.siiicr tlew to him, clasfied him in

her arms, drank ,iwav the tears, and said, "i'c (piit(> ca-y !"

mil' uf tliii-c .-pcc( he> thai are spoken with the manner, the

IcMik. the iDiies cif dcdiriiim.

CirliK tlii'ii explaineil In her ipiitc ch arly. without attenua-

tieii, nficn with horrilile ])laiiiiicss of >peech, the eriti< al po-i-

limi in which Lucien f^aiiel him-elf. his eonMeciinii with the

Hotel (Jrandlieii, his splendid prospects if In -honld suececi] ;

and finally. Imw necessary it was that l]>tlier should paeriliee

lier-elf to ^ccule him tills t ri 11 111 [iliaii t future.

"What mu>l ! <\"'r' cried she, with the cairerness <•( a

faiial ic.

••nliev nil' hlimllv,'" said Carlos. "And what have you to

ciiiplain of!' It rcr-l- w ith }ou to acleevc a happy loi. ^ ou

may he wliat Tullia i-, what your *!d friends |-'lorine,

Manettc, and la \'al-.\ohle are-^the nn-iress of a rich man
\'. iioiii \(iu need not love. When nine our !>u<iness i> settled,

\our lover is rich enou^irh to make you h.-iojiy.

"llapjivl" said she, raisinii- her eyes to iiraveu.

"Vou have lived in Paradise for four vear-."' said he. "Cati

you not live on such memories''"
"1 will uhey you," said she, wiping a tear from the corner
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of her eye. "For the rest, do not worry yourself. You have
eaid it; my love is a mortal disease."

"That is not enough," .said Carlos ; "you must preserve your
looks. At a little past tvvo-and-twenfy you are in the prime
of your beauty, tiianks to your jiast happiness. .Vud, above
all, be the "Torpille' a^Min. I'.l- ro^^niish, extravagant,
cunning, merciless to the millionaire I put in your power.
Listen to nic

! That man is a roliber (»n a grand scale; he
has been nilhlcss to many persons; he has grown fat on the
fortunes of the widow and the orphan; vou will avenee
them!

' *

"Asie is coming to fi'tch you in a hackney coach, and you
will be in Paris tliis evening. If you allow any one to sus-
pect your connection with Lucien, you may as well blow his
brains out at once. You will be asked where you have been
for so long. You must say tliat you have been traveling with
a despera-.'ly ji-aloiis Englishman.—You used to have wit
enough t.) humbug jieojile. Find such wit again now."
Have ou -t seen a gorgeous kite, the giant butterfly of

ikling Willi gilding, and soaring to the sky?
Ttret the string that holds it, some passer-by
V toy turns lu-ad over heels, as the boys say,

lerniic rapidity. Such was Esther as she

childho. i, t

The chi Ire:

cuts it,

and fai

listened us.



WHAT LOVK COSTS AN OLD MAN

k Niuiiiixcn wont almost every day to

ilic .-li(i]i ill l\n' Kiif Nciive-Saiiil-.Marc to bar^'ain fnr the wo-

iiiMii lie uas ill love with. Here, sornetiiiies under llie name
'i\' SiiiMi-K,--|r\e, f-oiiietiiiies under tliat of her tool, Madame
NoiirrisHiii, Asie sat enthroned amorij,' beautiful elotlies in

lii;il bidrnii- ((iiiditioii wlu'ii tliev lia\t' et

•oi! a whole wet

ased to be dresses

iiiii I a IT iiol vet ra'

'I'lie M tiii:;,r was in hai'niony with the aii|>earanee assumed

liv I he woiiiaii, for these shops are amonf,^ the most hideous

f I'aris. Von find there the jjarmeiits tossedrharaelfTist ics o

a^Hli bv II le ski iiiiv hand <d' Death; vou hear, as it were, the

ira-iiin^' of eoiisiimjitioii uii k'r a shawl, or vou deteet the

:ii:(ii'i(> of be;:;,M y under a ^'own spangled with gold. The
ImiTihlr >truggK between luxury and starvation is written

on liliiiy lace--, you may picture the eounteiiaiiee of a (pieeu

under a iiliiincil turban placed in an attitude that recalls

and almost reproduces the absent features. It is all hideous

amid prettincss! duvenars lash, in the hands of the ap-

praiser, scatters the shabby nuilFs, the ragged furs of courte-

san- at bay.

There is a dunghill of flowers, among wliich here and there

We (ind a briglit rose jilucked but yesterday and worn for a

day: and on this an old hag is always to be seen crouching

-llr.~i cnusiii to I'siiry, the skiullint bargainer, bald and
i'i'ilhle>-, and ever ready to sell the contents, so well is she

ii~i d lo >c|| the covering—the gown without the woman, or

thr unman wiihout the gown!
Iliiv .\sie was in her element, like the warder among

c<'nvi(tv, like a vulture red-beaked amid corjises ; more ter-

rilili- llian the savage horrors that made the passer-by shiid-

d( r in astonishment sometimes, at seeing one of their young-

(159)
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f-l ami sweetest reniii\i>cciifes liiin^ ii|i iti a dirty sliop win-

dow, lirlniiil wliicli ii Siiint-Ksteve ^iIs and uriii-,

I'lnrii Mvalimi Id vrsalion. a tlioii-and francs at a titiie,

tlie hanker liad ^.Mnie mi I'ar as In olVer Mxiy tlioiisaiid francs

til Madame de Saiiit-l'isteve, wlio still ri'fii>ed to lielp him,

witli a trrnnace lliat wuuld ha\e untdone any mniikey. After

a di-tiiri)ed iiii,dit, after i(iiife>.-iiiu' !<• Iiiin.-eif that l^sther

enrnph'tely ii|i>et Ills ideas, after reali/.inj,' Mune unexpected

turns i>\' fnrtnne mi the rnuir^e, he came to lier one day,

inlendiiii,' tit ^'ive tlie hundred thnu.-am! fraiu s on which A.-u?

iiisi>ted. hut he was deteriuiiied to lia\e jih'iity id' informa-

tion t"or the money.

"Well, have you made up your mind, uld hiir^ler!'"" said

Asie, clai)pin^' iiiiii on tlie .>-lioiildir.

'I'iie most dishonoring,' I'amiliarity is thi' lirst la\ these wo-

men levy on the frantic pa->ions or ;^rief> that are eonlided

to them; they ne\er ri.-e to the |e\il of their clients; they

make them Mpiat he-ide them on their mudlu'a|>. Asio, it

will he seen, oheyed her ma>ler admirahly.

"Need must I" >;iid Nucin,m'n.

''And you have the hot id' the har^Min,"" said Asie. "Wo-
men ha\e hi lii sold much deai'cr than this mie to you—rela-

tively speakinij. There aro women and women I De Marsay

pani .-i\iy tlioii-and francs I'm- Coralie, who is dead now.

Till' \Mim;in Mill uant c(i>t a hundred ihoii-and fi'ancs when
\\i-\\ : hut to Null, Mill old L:oat. it is a mallei- of aixri'ement."

"Hut \iri' i~ she?"

"Ah I y.iii .-hall m'c. I am like you— a ;:ifl for a trift I 'Mi,

my :,'oMd man, youi' adond our has heeii e\travai,Miil. These

<rirls kiio\\ no moderation. Voiir princess is at this monn'iit

what vM'ial! a llv liv iii^rhl
"

"A llv
?•'

"( .11111-. iiitin-. diin"t play the simpleton.— Luuchard is at

hi-r hei'Is. and 1 - - 1—have lent her fifty thousand

fraiir-
"

"T\iiii \ -life >ay I" cried the hanker.

''\Ve!l, of '.ourM', twenty-five for lifty. that is only natural,"
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rc|ilii(l Asic. "To do the woiniiii justice, slio is lionosty il-

mII'. She li;i(l nothing li'ft Ixit licrs. If. mid snvs sli»> to iin':

•M\ •inai] M;i(Ijuiic Saint- i'lstr^vc. tin- liaililFs ;iri' aftiT me; no

(iiic can Ih1|i tiic Imt vmi. (iisc n:i' tui'niy llioiisarHl frams.

I uill [iIiiIltc my luart to ymi. Oil has a sweet heart

no (iMi' lint ini' knows where it lie-. Any folly oti my part,

ami I .-liouM lose my tw.iily IIioiimiikI francs.

"Fornieriv she lived in tlie l»ue 'I'aitlioiit. I'x'fore leav-

ing'— (her f\irnit\ire was sci/c( 1 for ((wts— thosi' ras(al!\

liailitfs— ^'ou know tiiem. yon who are one of tln' Lireat men

oil tlir r>oiir-e)—well, hrfore leaving', she i-; no fool, she let

litr rooms for two months to an l']n<:lishwoman. a splrndid

tivatiiri' who had little thinfiutnmy— Huhem[)re— for a lover,

and li" was so jealous that lie only let her j^o out at iiij^ht.

I'liil a> the furniture is to he seized, the Hn.Lrlishwoman has

iiii her stick, a

littji' u liiiiiicr-siiaiiper like Lucien.

11 the more hceause .-he cost too much for a

V n\ cry up de ^ools. said .Mkiu^mi.

\;ilurallv," sai d .\^ "1 lend to the hcauti and it

iiav- f. r \oii j^et two eoniniissions for oiie

A^ic was aniusin,!^ hcr.-elf hy laricaturin;: the manners of

a ria-- (d" women who are c\cn j,'ree(lier hut more wheedliii.iX

and iiicaly-nioulhed than the Malay woman, and who put a

L'lo— of the hest motives on the trade they ply. .\sie af-

fected to ha\e lo-i all her illii>ioii-. five lov rs, and some

<liiiuMii, and to lia\e >uliiiiittcd to he rohheil hy exeryhody

111 sjHte of her e.\]ierienee. I'roni time to time she exhihited

some p:iwn-ti( kets. to ])rove how much had luck there was in

!iei- r
and in deiit. and to crown al

me ot iiusincss She represented herself as pinched

ne was so undisirnisedlv

lcoii> that the liaron at last helieveii her to he all ,-hi' said

wa''

"\'ell den, 1 shall ]iay de hundert tousatit. and vere shall

I -( e herr"' said he, with the air of a man who has made up

III- mind to any sacriliee.

"M) fat friend, you shall come this evening— in your car-

na'jc. oi course—

o

ppo; iito the (.Jvinuase. It is on the wav,

11
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Kiiil Apio. "Stop at tlic romcr of tlir Riu' Saint-Rarbo. I

will lit- till the idokmil, aii<l we will i^,) and (iiid my mortj^apod

hcaiity with tiic i)!aik hair. Oh. shf has spii'injid liair, has

my iii()rt|,'a<,'('. If she pulls out Iht onih, Ksther is covr-rt'd

as if it wtTf a pall. IUm tlioiif.di you arc kuowinj^f in arith-

niclif, \"U strike lilt' as a iiiutf in othiT iiiattiTs; aiitl I advi.so

you to Miilf tilt' jjirl -^afcly, for if ^hl' is found slif will bo

clappfd into S;i nti'-lV'laf^ic tin- very iioxt day.—And they iro

lotikiiij,' for her."

"Shall It not 111' |)ossihlf to ^'ct Iiolt of di' bills?" said the

incorri;_Mi)K' I'ill-hrokfr.

"'Pile haililfs lia\t' irot tlicin— hut it is inipossihlc. The
f,Mrl has had a jjassion, and lias >|M'iit soini- nmni'y left in

Iht hands, which she is iit>w cailctl upon to pay. By the

poker I—A ipiccr lliin^' is a heart of two-aml-twcnty-"

"Vcr' K""'t, ver' ;joot, I sliall arrantre all ilat," said N'ucin-

geii. assiiiiiin;: a cuniiiiij,' lt)ok. "It is i|\ite settled dat I

shall pmitct li' ."

"Well, old noodle, it is your I'Usiness to make her fall in

love with yoii, aiitl you tir'.iinly have iiiiple means to buy
.sham love as piotl as the real article. I wil jilace yt)ur

princess in your keeping; she is hoiiiul to .-tick tti you, and
after that 1 tlon't care.— iUit sli.- is accii-tonietl tti luxury and
the i:reate-t <'oiisiileration. 1 tell you. my hoy. she is i]uite

the lady.— If not. shtiuld I have jiivcn her lucnty thousand

francs?"

"Ver' ^'oot. it is a jiarrrain. Till tlis efeninjr."

The Haron re|)eated the hritlai toilet he liatl already once

achieved; but this time, beiiif^ certain of succi'ss, he took u

double dose t)f pillules.

At nine t)"clt)ck he ft)untl the tlreatlfiil woman at the ap-

pointed spot, anil took her into his carriaife.

'V ere to?" said the Baroi

lere .' cclitH'i 1 A. i?iie tie la Perle in the Marais-

an aildre>s for the nonce; for vmir pearl is in the mud, but

you will wash her clean.

II iviiiir real •lied the spot. tht> false Madame de Saint-Estevu

taid to N'ucinjien with a hideous smile:
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"Wr must pn n sliort wjiv dm foot : I um not puoli a fool

ii~ tn li;i\f irivcii you till' ri^'lit iiddrcf^s."

••^(.11 tiiik of cfcrvtink I" said the Baron.

"It i« iiiv liiisiiicss." said ^llt.

A.-ic li'd Nii(inj.'('ii to the I{m(' Itarlifttc, wlioro, in fiirnishod

l"d;riii^'s ki|»t liv an iipliolsttTcr, he was led up to tlit- fourth

ll'ior.

(»ii (inditi;.: Iv-lluT in u s(|ualid room, dressed as a work-

lli illiw.iiii.iii. and cinjiloyefl on soiiic ernliroulerv. Hie niilUonaire

innicd pale. .\t tlie end of a ipiarter of an liour. while .\sie

atl'icled to talk ill whispers to Ksther, the vounjj old man
I uuld .-till hardly speak.

'•Moiitriiii-.-i lie," said lie at leii^'th to the unhappy girl,

"
11 von he so ^oot as to h t me he your protertor?"

••Why, I cannot help myself, monsi ur," re[)lied Ksther,

hltin;: fall two 1ar;:e tears.

'•l>o not Veep. I shall make you de lumpiest of vomeii.

(Mily permit that I shall lof ymi—you shall see."

'•Well, veil, child, the <;entleman is reasonahle," said Asie.

'•Ill' kimw- that he is more than sixty, and he will he very

kind lo yon. ^'ou see. my l>eauty. I have found you (juito a

t'iillicr— I liiiil to -ay so," .\sie whispered to the hanker, who
wii- nut l.c>t pleased, "^'ou i.mnot catch swallows hy firing

a pi-|n| ,it th.'iii.—Come here," ,-he went on, leading Nuoin-

•."11 into the ailjoining room. "You ri'inemher our bargain,

my anp'l Y'

Xiieingen took out his porketbnok and counted out the

hundred tlioiis;! id francs, which Carlos, hidden in a cup-

h'l.ird. was iti atiently waiting for, and which the cook

handed over to liim.

'[hre are the hundred thousand francs our man stakes

en .\sie. \()\v wp must make him lay on Europe," said Car-

ina t" liis confidante when they were on the landing.

.\nd he vanished after giving his instruction to the ^falay,

whn went hack into the room. She found Ksther weeping

hitterly. The jioor girl, like a criminal condemned to death,

had woven a romance of hope, and the fatal hour had
tolled.
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"^^y (It-ar rliildrcn," ^nid A-;i(\ '"wlitTe do you mean to

j^o?— For the I'aroii dc \iicii),i,a'n
"

I]:-tli(r lodki'd at iIr' .Lrical haiikor with a start of surprise

that was adiiiiralily aitid.

'•.la, iiiiin kind, 1 am dat Baron von Xucingon."

''I'lif iiaidu dc N ill iiii^eu must not. cannot remain in sueh

a iiHihi a~ iliis." A-ie went on. "Listen to me; your former

maid l-]u;;i'>iiic.""

"liiiurnic, t'niiii de IJu(> Taithout?"" cried the Baron.

".Iii~t >'i: ilw wniiiim placed in j)ossessioii of thi' furniture,"

replied .\-'e, ""and who h't the apartment to that handsome

l-!iiuli-li\^"!!iaii
"'

'•lla.li : 1 .widerstant I" said the Baron.

"Aiada Die's I'ornier wail iiiir-niaid," Asie went on, respeet-

fiilly alhidiii^r to l".>thcr. "'will receive you very cimifortahly

this evening; and the cnminercial police will never think of

lookiiiLr lor her in Iter old rooms which she left three months

aLTo
"'

'•I'eerst rate, fcerst rate!" cried the Baron. "An" hesides,

I know (]{•<{• commercial ])olice, an' I know vat sorts shall

make dem disappear."

'"Von will iind Ku^r^'.nio ^ ^li;irp customer," said .\sie. "I

found her for madanie."

'"Hail I I know her I" cried the millionaire, hiughinff. "She

haf lleeced me of dirty tonsant franc."'

Esther sluiddered with horror in a way that would have led

a man ()f any feeling to trust her with his fortune.

''Oh, dat \as inein owii fault," the 15aron said. "I vas

seeking for yon."

.\nd he related the incident that liad arisen outof theletting

of l-".sther"s rooms to tlie Knglishwoman.

"There, now, you see, madame. Eugenie never told you

;ill that, tlie sly thing 1"' said .\sie.
—

".Still, madame is used

ti. the lni-<y,"" she added to the Baron. "Keep her on, all

the -anie."

She dri'w Xuciiigen asidt^ and said :

"If you give Eugenie five huudred francs a month, which
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will fill up luT stocking finely, you can know evorythiiii: 'iiat

niadiiiiio dov>: niako her the lady's-maid. Ku;,'enie will he ail

I he inniv devoted to you since she has already dniic ymi.

—

XolhiiiLr attaches a woman to a man more than the fad that

^iH has (.nee tleeeed him. F>ut keep a ti^dit rein on Kiiirenie;

-he will do any earthly thing for money; she is a dreadful

creature I"

"An" vat iif you ?"'

••]." saiil .\>ie. "I make hoth ends meet."

Niiem.ixeii. the astute liuancier, had a handage over his

..\r^: he allowed him>elf to he !e(i like ;; child. The sight

,,)• iiiiit spniless iind adorahle Ksther wi|)iiig her eye- and

pricking in the stitches ef her emiiroidery a> demurely as

an innocent girl, revived in the amorous old man the sensa-

tions he had experienced in the Forest of X'incenncs; he

w.iuld have given her the key of his safe, lie felt so young,

liis li(>art was so overtlowing with adoration: he only waited

till .\sie should he gone to throw himself at the feel (»f this

Kaphaers Madonna.

This sudden lilo.-soming of youth in the heart of a stock-

lirnkcr. of an old man, is one of the social phenomemi which

nni.-t he left to ]ihysiology to acctumt for. ('rushe<l umler

the hurden of husiness. stilled under endless calculations

and the incessant anxieties of million-hunting, young vmo-

iions revive with their suhlime illusions, spnmt and ilower

like a forgotten cause or a forgotten seed, whose eifects,

ulio^e gorgeous hloom, are the sport of chance, hrought out hy

a late and sudden gleam of sunshine.

'i'he liaron. a clerk hy the time he was twelve years old in

Mic ancient house <d' AJdrigger at Stra>l)ourg, had never set

foot in tln^ world oi sentiment. So there he stood in front

of his idol, hearing in his iirain a thousand modes of sj)eeeh,

while none came to his lips, till at length he acted on the

Iniilal promptings of desire that hetrayed a nuiu of sixty-

six.

••\ill you com(> to Rue Taiu.out?" said he.

'•Wherever you please, monsieur," said Esther, rising.

W"

I
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"Vcrovcr T yiloasc !" hv cdinrd in niptmv. "You are o\n

iuulicl from (Ic skv, ami I lofc >i>ii iiinrc as if 1 was a little

yoiinu' tiiaii. vik' 1 liatV ^M'ay liair>

"^ml hail I'dltT -,:y while, fur tht-y arc too lino a black

to hi' only <,'ray,"" >aHl A>ic.

"(ict out. foul (halcr in luiiiiati lloh I You hafo f^ot your

JiiO!ic\s: do nnt -iohhiT no innrc nn (lis flower of lofe I" cried

the i)anker, indcninifyin,i; hini-elf !iy this violent abuse for

all tlu' in>n!encr he had s\ihniitled to.

"You old rip! I will pav you out for that speech!" said

Asie. threat<'nin,Lr the hanker with a ;:esture worthy of the

TIalle. at which the Harnii merely shruix.ued his sli.mlders.

"iietween the lip nf the pot and tiiat of the <ruzzler there is

often a vijier. ami \i>u will lind me there!" she went on,

furious at Nueine-en's contempt.

Millionaires, wlm-e ninney is ,(:uari'"d by the Rank of

France, whdse inaiisious are (guarded by a sipuul of footmen,

whose jierson in the streets is safe behind the ramjiart of a

coach with swift Kn-lish horses, fear no ill; so the Karon

looked calmly at Asie, as a man who had just given her a hun-

dred thousand francs.

This dignity had its elfect. Asie heat a retreat, growling

down the stairs in highly revolutionary language; she spoke

of the guillotine !

"What have vou said to her?" asked the Madonna d la

hriidcr'ir. "fur >he is a good soul."

"She hat\' suit you. she hafe roljbed you "

"When we are lieggareil." said she. in a tone to rend llie

Lcart of a diplomate, "who has ever any money or considera-

tion for w^Y'

"l'(»ur leetle ting!" said Xucingen. "Do not stop here

v\\\ miuneut lunger."

The Baron otl'ered her his arm; he led her away just as

she was, and ])ut her into his carriage with more respect per-

hajis ihan lu' wuuld have .-liuwn to the haiulsome Duchesse

de Maufrigneuse.

"You shall hafe a fine carriage, de prettiest carriage in

^«i
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1' ;iri.'- snid \ii(iri!i('ii. ;is thfv drove aloii''.

uxurv ^-hiill siiii[)ly shall ln' tor vuii. X..t

"hvcryim;^ dm
ai!V iivccii shall

liinic rich (hill vat xmi shall hi'. You shall ln' rfsncctcd

likr tin Chi riiiaii I>raiit. I shall hafc vnii t II III' I rci' l)i

IJstcIl to 111! 1 lofit V('C[I

-t lofc. KlVrv t

•fan oiif tnilv lovc a uoinan one has liiiui,dit V" said tin

mn car oi \ours in

c yon n

s lircaks

ally, truly, mil dc

iiiv heart."

r LTi rl in the sweetest tones.

( liosci'h \a-- solt liv hi> lifoiiers lor ilat lie was so eonicly.t h

l)at IS so 111 de

wit'cs."

Hip .Vn' in dc I'laslern hints iiuMi hnv deir

< >n arriviii':- at the K'nc Taitiioiit. i-"^ther conld not return

to ihc scene of her happiness without some pain. She ro-

Miained sitting'' on a conch, motionless, drvini: awav her t

r th

cans

one iiv one. and never hcarin;.'' a word o| tue crazy speeches

poured out hy the hanker, lie fell at her feet, and she let

him kneel without saying a word to him. allowin^r him to take

her hands as he would, ami never thinkinj.'' of the sex of the

1 nature who was ruhhinu' her feet to warm them; for Xucin-

L'l n fouiul that they were cold.

This sccme of scaldinir tears shed on the Baron's head, and

of ice-cold feet that he tried to warm, lasted from midnight

till two in the morning.

••Kuirenie,'' cried the Baron at last to Kurope, "persvado

voiir mis 'ess tl'.at she shall iro to het.

X o: eru (1 I'lsthei', starting to her feet like a scared

X(>ver in this house

"Look here, monsieur, I know madaine; she is as genth

mil kind ;is a lanih d Eurojie to th(> Baron. '"Only you

must no t ml) her the wrong wav, vou must trit at her sideways

had liecji so miserahle hen -You see how worn the

turnitnre is.— Let her go her own wav.

i'erl

'urnish some pretty li

laps when sh

tie hou.se for her, very nicely,

bout her she wille sees evervtiiim: new a

f ej 1! ^transjer there, ami think yon better looking than you

are. and he angelically sweet.—Obi madame has not her

match, and vou ma. boast of baviiig done a very good stroke
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of IiiiPinoss: a pond heiirt. (.'iMitool iimiiiu'i^, a (inc instop

—

ami a skin, a ('(tiiipkxioii I All!

'•And wiilv ciiou.irh to inak(> a condcinncd wrt'tcli laupli.

And niadaiiic can frri an attaciinu'nt.—And then how .«ho

can drv>s:—Well, if it is .•o>tl.v, still, as tlifv siiv, you jict

your niimryV unrtli.— Here all the .uowns were seized, cvery-

thin.i,' sjic iias i< thive nmiiths old.— Hut niadanie is so kind,

vou see, that 1 lnV(> her. and ^he is my mistre-sl— But in all

Justice—such a woman as she is. in the mid^t of furniture

that has Iteen seized 1—And for wliom? Tor a youn<]j .scamp

who has ruined her. Poor lillh thin.ir. she is not at all

lierself."

"Ksther, Esther; i:o to het. my anchell If it is mo vat

frighten y(ni. 1 shall stay hen- on dis sofa " cried the

liaron. fired hy the purest desotion, as he saw that Ksther

was still weeping-.

"Well, then." saiil Ksther. takin.ir the "lynx's" hand, and

kissing' it with an impulse of irratitnde which hrouirht somc-

thin<,'"vcry like a tear to his eye, "I shall ho grateful to

you
""

And she tied into her room and locked the door.

"Here is soineting fery strange in all dat,"' thought Xucin-

gon, excited hy his pilliiles. "Vat shall dey say at home?"

Ho got up and looked out of the window. "My carriage

still is dere. it shall soon ho daylight." Ilo walked uj)

and down the roi^n.

"Vat Montame de Nucingen should laugh at mo von she

yhoidd know how 1 hafe spent dis night !"

lie api)lied his ear to the heilroom door, thinking himself

rather too much of a simpleton.

"Esther
!"

No reply.

"Mein Gott! an' she is still veoping!" said he to himself,

as he stretched himself on the sofa.

Al)out tcTi minutes after -unrlse. the Baron do Xucingen,

who was slee])ing the uneasy slumhers that are snatched hy

compulsion in an awkward position on a couch, was aroused
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til a start by Europe froiii one
\vi

u> in .-lull luonien

jf tliMse dreams that visit

ts, and of whicli the swil't (•(implications are

iilieiionit non inexplieaide liy medical pliysiolo;.'

Oil, (lod help us. Ilia danu' lie >ti

— the so

lake US."

Idler;s

—

irt'iitlariiie

riekcd. "Madame!

j; bailiil'sl 'I'liev have come to

At the momen t when Esther openeil her door and appearei

iiirriedlv. \v rajijied in her dres-in^''-;^'o\vn

-lippers, her hair in (

the aii'T*

\iiiiiite(l m

1,

•r liare feet in

IJM.rder, lovely enoii<rh to hrinj;

1 liai.hail to perdition, the drawiiifi-room door

to the room a <rntter >>( iniman mire that came

,„,. on ten fe.'t. towards the beautiful ^nrl. who stood like

;ni amrel in some Flemish church picture. < »nc man came

InivmoM. ("ontenson, the horrible Contensiui. laid his hand

I. II Kstlier"s dewv sluuilder.

-Vnu are Mademoiselle van " he liepm. Kurope, by a

hack-hand. (1 sla]) on Contenson's cheek, sent him sprawling

),, measure his length cm the carpet, and with all the more

cllVct because at the same time she caught his leg with tlu'

-harp kick known to those who practise the art as a coup de

••Hands off!"* cried she. "Xo one shall touch my rais-

ircss.""

-She has broken my leg!"" yelled ('onlens.)n, picking him-

s>ir up; "1 will have damages!"

From the ixroup of bumhailiffs. looking like what they

were, all staniling with their horrible hats .m their yet more

horribh' heads, with mahogany-col<u-ed faces and bleared

.\c>. damaged noses, and hideous mouths. Loiichard now

M.'ppcd fort"}i, iiKUv decently dressed than his men, hut keep-

ing his hat (ui. his exjiresshm at once smooth-faced and

-mi ling.

•Mademoiselle, I arrest you!" said he to K>ther. "As for

you. my girl,'' he added to Europe, "any resistance will be

punished, and perfectly useless."

The uoiso of muskets, let down with a thud of their stocks
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(III till' lloor of the (liiiiii;,^-r(Miiii, ^lH)\^lll;,' that the invaders

had Mildicrs to Ijack tlicni, ^'av<' iiiiphasis to this speech.

"Aii'l what am I arn'slftl fur?"' said I'lsther.

'"What ahnuf our litlh' deljt-?" said Loiichard.

"To he sure" ciicil Iv-thiT; ";_'ive me h'ave In dress.'*

"Hut, iiiij'nrliinattlv. madeinoiselh'. I am nhli;,'ed to make
sure that you liave no way ol' ^^'ettiug out ol' your room," said

Louelianh

All this pa-sed m) (juickly that the Baron iiad not yet had
lime to intfrvciie.

"Welh and am I still a foul dealer in human tle-h. Baron
de N'uein^M'ii ?' cried the hideous A<ie. foreiiiLT her wav jiast

the sheritT's otiiecrs to the eoueh, \\liere she pretended to

have just dixoven'd the hanker.

"("oiiteniptihle wretch I" exclaimed Xueingen, drawing him-
self up in linaneial majesty.

lie placed himself hetween Esther and Louehard, who took

oif his hat as Contenson cried out, "Monsieur le Baron de Xu-
eingen."

At a signal from Louehard the hailill's vanished from the

room, respectfully taking their hats olT. ("ontiMi.-on ahme
was left.

"Do you propose to pay. Monsieur le Baron?" asked he,

hat in hand.

"I shall nay," said the hanker; "hut I must know vat dis

is all ahout."

"Three hundred and twelve thousand francs and some
centimes, costs jiaid ; iiut the charges for the arrest not in-

cluded."

"Three hundred thousand francs," cried the Baron; "dat

is a fery "xpensive vaking fi>r a man vat has passed de night

on a sofa." he added in luwope's ear.

"Is that man really the Banui de Xueingen?" said Europe
to l.ouchard, giving weight to the douht hy a gesture which
Mademoiselle Dupoiit, the low comedy .servant of the

Francais. mi.udil lia\(' envied.

"Yes, mademoiselle," said Louehard.
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"Yes," replied ConteiK-^on.

-l shall 1.C imsw.Tal.l.'," said th'' Uar .n. ]n.iii.'d in his

l„,nor l.v Kiin.|.r-s d.mlil. -Ynii shall 'llnu i.ic In say nn

voil 1(1 iier."
, , 1

K.th.T and ii.T cldrrly h.vcr ivliivd to the l)rdn»)in,

l,,„„.l,;inl llndiii^' it n(..^^^ary t-. apply his ear to tiu -

-I l,,f,. voii inor.' as iiiv life. Hither; hut vy jrui '
your

nvdilors in()ncs> vich .hail \<r so niiirh Ix'tt.T in your pock.'t .'

(in into prison. I shall undertake to buy up .|om' hunih'rt

t..u>ant crowns for ein hundcrt tousant francs, an" so you

>,hall hafc two inindcrt toii^ant francs for you

-Tliat scheme is perfectly u.eless.'" cried Loiichard through

tlie .l,»>r. 'The creditor is not in h'vc with inadeinoi.elh—
not lie! You understand? And he means to have iiiore

timn ail, now lie knows that vou are in love with her.'

"You dam- sneak!" crie.l Xucingeii. opening the door,

and dragging Louchard into the hedroom; '\vou know not

,l;,t M,t ym talk ahout. I shall gife y(Ui, you'self, tventy per

cetii if vol! make the joh.

••lmpo..--il>le, M. le Baron."'

"Wliat. monsieur, vou could have the lu'art to let mv nus-

trcs> go "to prison
:-"'

sai<l Kurope. intervening. -But take

mv wages, my savings; take them, niadame; 1 have forty

thousand francs
"

.

'•.Ml. my good girl, 1 did not really know you! cried

llsilicr. cla>]iing Kuroite in her arms.

Kurope proceeded to melt into tears.

"J shall pav." said the Baron piteously, as he drew out a

pocket-hook, from whi<h he took (me of the little printed

fnrms which the Bank of France issues to hankers, on which

thev have only to write a sum in figures and in words to

make them available as ehe(|ues to hearer.
^^

"it is not worth the trouble. Monsieur le Baron, suid

Louchard; "1 have instructions not t<. accept payment in

anything hut c(;in of the realm—gold or silver. Aa it is you,

I will take banknotes."

~

I

S--i*i
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"Dcr 'I'cnl't'l
!" cried llic liaron. "Well, hIiow me your

papers."

C'oiiteiison iiaiided Iniii tliree packets covered with Miic

paper, which the lianm Inok. jookiii;: at the man, ami addiiii^

in ail unilerl'inc;

"It >hi>iihi lial'e iurn a better day'.- vurk fur \uii veil you

hail '^\\'r iiie iiutui','"

"W'iiy, iidw -limild I know you were Ih'P', Monsieur le

I'laron?" replied the >py, lieedle.-s wiielher Louehard heard

him. "\'oii l(i>t my services l»y wilhdrawini; voiir con-

fidence. You are ilone," added this philo.-;o[)her. siirui,';,nng

his siioulders.

"(j'vite true," said th.e Haron, '"Ah, my chilt," he ex-

claimed, seeing the hill> ><{ exchange, and turning to I'",st]ier,

"vou are de fietim of a torouirh scoundrel, ein hiixhwav

ti'cf!"

"Alas, yes," said jKior Msther; "hut h<' loved me truly."

"Ven I should hafe known— I should luifc made you to

protest
"

"Vou are off your head. Monsieur le Baron," said

Louchard : "there i> a tiiird endorsement."

"Yes, flere is a tird endorsement—Cerizet ! A man (d'

de opposition."

"Will you write an order on your (a.-hier. Monsieur le

Baron?" said Louchard. "I will send ( 'onteiison to him and

dismiss my men. It is getting late, and evervbodv will know
that

''

"Go den, Contenson," said .Nucingen. "My cashier lives

at do corner of Hue des Matluirins and Rue de I'Arcato.

Here is cin vort for dat he shall go to du Tillet or to de

Kellers, in case ve shall not hafe a hundert tousant franc

—

for our cash shall lie all at de Bank.—Oct dress', my anchol,"

he said to Esther. "You are at liberty.—An" old vomans,"

he went on, looking at Asie, "arc more dangerous as young
ve nan?."'

"I will go and give the creditor a good laugh." said .\sic,

"and he will give me something for a treat to-day.—W'e bear
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11, ( iiimIicc. Moriisiiur If iiaroii,"" addi'il Siiiiii-Estt"'vt' with n

Ii.,rrii'lf (Diirtt'sy.

Liiin liiird tiHik till' l)ill> (lilt nf tlic naron's hands, and ro-

'ii.iiiiid aldiif wiili liiin in thr draw iiiic-nvmi, whithiT, half

,:n liiiur laltT, the cashier canic. rollowcil hy ( '(intnisun.

i;-i!i.r ihcii reappeared in a hewitehin^'. thoii^'h improvised,

lu-tiiiiii-. When the iiMiiiey had hern eoimted hy Lmuhard,

ihi- r.arnn wished to examine the hills; hut Kstlior snatched

liiiin Willi a ci't-like j,M'ai», and carried them away to her

"U hat will yoii j:i\e ihe rahhle?" said Contention to Nu-

1 iiiLfcn.

Voii hal'e not shown mncli consideration," said the Baron.

And what ahoiit my lcj4?"' cncd ('oiilenMiti.

'j.niicliart. you shall ^il'e ein hnnderl francs to ('onten?on

lui nf the chan^'e of the tousand-fraiu! note.""

•i)e lady is a heaiity," said the cashier to the Bamn, as

il. V li ft ilie h'ue Taithout, "but she is costinj; you ver" dear,

Mnii-iciir lc Baron."

'"Keep niv se;:ret," said the Baron, who had .-aid the same

i>i ( untenson and Louchard.

i-uiK liard Went away with Contonson; hut on the hoiile-

v.iiil .\>ic. who was hiokin.ii out for him, stopped l,oiich;ird.

•The haililF and the creditor are there in a cah," sai<l she.

"Thi'v are ihir-ty, and there is money <foin.L^"

While Louchard counted out the cash, Contenson studied

!!)r cii,-t oilier-. lie reco<:ni/,ed Carlos hy his eyes, and traced

til' fMnii tif hi- foi-ehead under the wip. The wij: he -lirewdly

p-udcd as suspicious; ho took the number of the cah while

-miiij: (piite inditl'ereni to what was poinir "ii : .\sie and

i: iinpc puzzled hiin beyond measure. lie thoufrht that the

i'.iii'Mi w;i- the victim of excessively clever sharpers, all the

"i'Tc so heciiu-e Louchard, when securintr hi- services, had

1' 'H -in<:ularlv cIo>e. And besides, the twist of Europe's

i'.iit had not >truck his shin only.

•.\ trick like that is learned at Saint-Lazare," he had re-

llc'.ied as he got up.
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('arl(».< (lisniisscd iIh' li.iilill'. piiyiiijj liiiii lilxTiilly. ami ;i>;

lie ilnl so, >ai(i In llif «ln\.i- ><( iIh- ciilt. "'ro lii<' PiTnni, raluiti

Hc.vjil."

••'riic rii>c:il !" tlinii;.'lii ('onti'Tij-fin ii> li.' lu'iird the onliT.

'•'I'luTi' is M.mclliiiiir n|il" Carlu- ilrcvc tr» ihr I'alais U'nval

at a |ia<i' wliidi |iii < Imlcil all ji-ar i<\' |iim-iiiI. IIi' iiiii'lc liis

wav ill lii- <)U n ra-hinn tlmai;:!! lln' airadi-. tm.k iinotluT

(•al"i on the I'laif dii Clialiini irilaii. and lud llic man ^'o "Ut

llic l'a--a;.'i' dr ropna. lli'' fiid <>( \\u- I'li.' I'mnii."

A (|iiarl'r' nf a luiiir Lili r lie u.i- in llu' liia- 'I'aillKHit.

On >('rinL: liim. I'.Mlicr -aid :

"llcrr arc ihr fatal |ia|i-T>."

Cariui- tn.pk the t.ii!-. t\;iiiiiiird iliriu, aiid then hunii'd tlicm

in liic kill lull liri'.

"We lia\<' dniir \\\r tri.k," he -aid. ^Ikiwiiil' Iu'T tlinv liun-

drcd an<l ten l!ii'ii-;ii;d l';ai:r- in a nill. ulm-li lie tnnk nut i<\'

th.' pocket ni' 111- c'lal. "'I"!!!-, and llic liuiidivd tiioii.-and

I'raiKS S'|iicczcd oni hy ,\-ic. -d ii:- I'rcc to act.
"

"( )ii (ind. oh ( iod !'
I ricd poop I'Ntlic-r.

"I)iit, voii idioi," Mild the iVrociou- .-windier, "von liavo

onlv to i>t' o.-liii.-ilil.v NiiciiiL'-enV nii-iiv--, and you can al-

ways M'c I,iicieii : he i- Niiciii^cn'- friend; I do not forliid

vonr heine- nuidly in lo\c y\ii!i liiiii.
'

Iv-tlicr ^a\v a .uliniiiier <>[' li-hl in licr darkeiicl life; siie

breathed ollee lllorc.

'•luirope, inv ^irl." ^aid Cirjos. leadin.t,' the creature into

a coriur of tlie lioiidoir where no one eoiild overhear a word,

''Kiiro|)e. I am ]ilea>cd with \o\i.""

iuirope ii.'ld up her head, and looked at this iniin witli an

o.\i»ression which mi com|ilctcly claiii.u'cd her faded feature,

that Asie. witiiessini,' the interview, as she watched her from

the door, wondered whi'thiT the intciv-t hy which Carlos held

Kurop<' mi,>rht not perhaps he even stronger than that iiy

which >he her.-elf was hound to him.

"'riiat i> not all. my child, l-'our lumdred tlionsand francs

are a mere noihim: to me. I'aceard will >ri\e you an account

for .-ome plati', ainountinir to thirty thousand francs, on which
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riMiiH'V liii> li 'fii |iiii(l nil ,ii((iiiiit ; ImiI Miir i.'"lc|-iiiilli, HuMiii.

Ii.i- |i;iiil iiiMiH \ fur U-. tliir rurmtiiri'. MM/.nl lis lurii, will

J,,, ijuiilM lie ;|il\c'!'tlM-i| tn-timrT'iu . (Jn illlil MT linlilni. !i''

1,\, . Ill til' li'"' il'' TArliri' Sc ( ; In' will ;,'ivi' vnii Mniit-dc-

I'l.'i.'- Iiikft- I'"!' I'll tli"iisinil fiMiics, Villi iinil'r>taiiil.

|',-l!irr unlcivd tii.- pliitc : >!ic li;i- imi jKiid fur it. iiml .-i," I'Ut

i! up ilic -|i(iiit. Slir will 111' ill (l;iii;:i'r of a liitlc .-iiiiiiiiims

\\<v >u iiiillin;:. Sii \\f iiiii-l |ia\ tin' ^niMMiiilli tln' tlnrtv

t!iiiii«aiiil I'niiK -, and jiay up tni liniusiiid franc- t<> llu' Mmit-

i|,-|'it''ir ti. -i-i't llif plati- \>.\<k. I'nrty-tliri'f tlinii.-aiid francs

III all. iiK-ludiii^' ihrcii-i-. 'I'lif .-ilu'r i.- vrrv nuirli all. IV. d;

ih. l!apiii will •^l\i' lii'r a iirw M'r\ ui-. and w<' -liall Ihuii a

j. u ilmiHand fram- mit of that, ^'mi <>wi— what)' iwn ycar.i'

:ii ( Miini with tlir dri-,-iiials('r?"'

'"I'lit It at >i\ thiiiisiiid francs." rcplird I'jimpc.

'\V( II. if Madame .\ii^Mi-tc wants tn he jiaid and keep our

< ii-loiii. tell her to niak'' ont a hill for thirty Ihoii-aiid francs

i.\. I- fiiiir vrar-. Make a >iiiiilar arranirenieiil with ihc

Ihlillllrr. 'I'he jeweler. Saiiiiiel Krisch the .lew, in tile Hue

Siintc-Avnie. will lend voii Millie pawn-tickets; we must owe

liiiii luentv-tive thoii.-aiid franc-, and we iiiii-i want six thoii-

-ihd fur jewels pledged at the .Mont-de-1'iete. We will ro-

Mirii the trinkets to the jeweler, half the sttmes will he iiiiita-

tiuii. hilt the lianiii will nut examine them. In -hurt, you

will make him fork out another hnndreil and lifty thuusand

r,,. ,, - III add to our iiest-eL';:s within a week."

"Madame nii,i.dif jrive me a little help." said I'liirope. "Tell

her -u. fur >he -It- there miimihaiire. and uhliLi'e- me to llnd

laurr iiucntioiis than three autliur> fur one piece."

"If M-thcr turns priidi-h. ju-t let me know." said Carlos.

"Nniiniicn must ,i:ive her a i^arriaL"' and horse-: she will have

!u . huu-e and huy evervthinif liersidf (io to the horse-dealer

Hid the euachmaker who are emiiloyei! hy the joh-inastcr

A 111 re I'accard tinds work. We shall tret hand-uine Imrscs,

\eiv dear, whicli will L-'u laiiie within a nionlh. and we shall

ha\e tu ehaiiL'e tlu'lii."

"We miLih, ;j:et .-ix thousand francs out of a [lerfuiucr's

hill." -aid I'lurope.
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"Oh !" said ho, shiikiii<r liis head, '-w.' must fjo fjoiitly. \ii-

cingon ha? only got his iinn into the im'ss; wf must have

his head. B(>si'des all this. I must get iive hundftd thousand

francs."'

"You can get thcnK" replied Kuropo. "Madame will

soften towards the fat fo(d for altout six hundred thousand,

and insist on rour hundred thousand more to love him truly
!"

"Listen to me. my ehild," said Carhx. "•'rhe day when 1

get the last ' iindred thousand francs, there shall he twenty

thousand for you."

-What good will they do me?" said I-:uro|ie. 'otting her

arms drop like a woman to whom life seems impossihle.

"You could go hack to Valenciennes, huy a good husinoss,

and set up as an honest woman if ycm chose; there are many

tastes in human nature. I'accard thinks of settling some-

times; he has no encumhrances vn his hands, and not much

on his conscience; you might suit each other," rei)licu Carlos.

"Go ba^k to N'alenciennes! What are you thinking of,

monsieur?" cried llurope in alarm.

Europe, who was born at Valenciennes, the child of very

poor parents, had l}een sent at seven years of age e a spin-

ning faetorv. where the demands of modern industry had im-

pairc'd her physical strength, just as vice had untimely de-

praved her. Corrupted at the age of twelve, ami a mother

at thirteen, she found herself bound to the most degraded

of human creatures. On the occasion of a nnirder cas(>, she

had been called as a witness before the Court. Haunted at

sixteen hv a rcnmant of rectitude, and the terror insjnred by

the law, her evidence led to the prisoner being sentenced to

twetity years of hard labor.

The convict, one of those men who have been in the hand-

of justice more than once, and whose temper is apt at terrible

revenge, had said to the girl in open court:

"In ten years, as sure as you live. Prudence" (Europe's

name was Prudence Servien). "l will return to he the death

of vou, if 1 am scragged for it."

The President of the Court tried to reassure the girl by

promising her the protection and tln' lar.' of the law; hut

the poor cliiid was so terror-slrick.n iha; .-lu f.il iii. .iriii
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wii? in lioppital noarly a year. Justice is an abstract being,

ivprc-riitcil bv a collection of individuals wbo are incessantly

, haiiLriiijr, wliiisc ;,'()o(l intentions and memories are, like them-

M Kcs. liiihlc to many vicissitudes. Courts and tribunals can

,1,, iinibmjr to binder -rimes; tbeir business is to deal with

ilitiii wben (lone. From this point of view, a preventive

[M.li.M. would be a boon to a country; but the mere word

I'niuc is in these days a bugbear to legislators, who no longer

(,ni di.-linguisli between the three words—(iovernment, Ad-

inini^traiioii. and Law-making. The legislator tends to

iTiilralizc everything in the State, as if tbe State could act.

Tiic convict "would be sure always to remember his victim,

,iii(l to a\cngc himself when Justice had ceased to think of

cither of ihcm.

i'rudcnce, who instinctively appreciated the danger—in

a L^cncral sense, so to speak—left Valenciennes and came to

I'aris at tlie ag(.' of seventeen to hide there. She tried four

iiade>. of which the most successful was that of a "super" at

a ininoV theatre. Slu' was ])icked up by Paccard, and to him

>h- told b;'r woes. I'accard, Jac(pu-s Collins disciple and

n-lit-iiand man, spoke of this girl to his master, and when

the master needed a slave he said to Prudence:

'•If you will serve me as the devil must be served, I will

rid vou of Durut."'

I ill rut wns the convict; the Damocles" sword hung over

I'l'iidencc Servien's head.

I'.ul for tlu'se details, many critics would have thought

Kurnj.eV attaclunent somewhat grotes(pie. And no one could

ba\e understood the startling announcement that Carlos had

riady.

•V(N my girl, you can go back to Valenciennes. Here,

n af] lliis."

And lie held out to her yesterday's paper, pointing to this

naragrajih:

'• loiLo.v—Ye^tenlav, Jean Franooia Durat vraa executed here. Early

in the nioniiiig the garrison, " etc.

ik
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Priidfiiico dropped the paprr; hiT legs j^avi' wny under the

weijrlit of her l)i)il\ ; she Wwd .i^'iiiii: fur. to use hor own

words, she never liked the tnste id' her foo<l since the day

wlien Dnrnt liad threatened her.

"\(i\\ see, I have kept niv Word. It has taken four years

t') hrin;: Ihirut to the seal^dd liy h'adiiitr him into a snare.

—Well, linish my job here, and yon will lind yourself at the

head of a little country husine.^s in your native town, witli

tweiitv thousand francs of your own as I'aecard's wife, and I

will allow him to he virtuous as a form of pension."

Juirope picked up the paper ami read with ^q-eedy eyes all

the delaiN. (d" which for twenty years the pa]»ers have never

been tired, as to the death of convicted ci'innnals: the im-

pressive scene, the chaplain—who has always converted the

victim—the hardened ciiminal preaehiitir to his fellow con-

victs, the battery (d" ,i.nins, the convicts on their knees ;and then

tlie twaddle and relleetions which .lever lead to any change

in the manaireiiient of the prisons where eighteen hundred

erinu's are herded.

"We must ])lace .\>ie on the staff once more," said Carlos.

Asie came forward, not under.-tamlin;,'- Kiiropt'"s panto-

ndine.

"In brin<rinj? her hack here as cook, you must betjin by

gi\in<j the Haron such a dinnci' as he iie\i'r ate in his life,"

lie weld on. '"i'ell him that .\sie has lost all her money at

play, and has taken service ome more. We shall not need

an outdoor servant. I'accard shall be coachnuin. Coach-

men do not leave their box, where they are safe (Uit of the

way; and he will run less ri>k from spies. .Madame must

turn him out in a powdered wig an<l a braided felt cocked

hat; that will alter his ajipearance. Px'.-ides. I will make

him up."

"Are we going to have men-servants in the house?"' asked

Asie \\illi a leer.

".\11 honest folks," saiil Carlos.

".\!1 ^oft-heads," retorted the mulatto.

"If the hUiron takes a house, I'accard has a friend who iill
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suit ii< tlio l(i(l<;o porter." said Carlds. '•Tlirn we slial! uiily

i,iT(l a I'lMitinan and a kitclu'ii-inaid. and you can surely keep

;iii eve ou tln' two stranixiTs
"'

A- Carlos was leaviii^\ Paceard made his app('aranc<\

•Wait ; little while, there are people in the street," said

llir man.

'I'iiis simple statement was alarmiujr. Carlos went up to

l'.iirope"s room, and stayed there till I'aceard eame to fetch

hiiii. havin<: called a hackney cai) that (ame into the court-

\anl. Carlos juillcd dnuii tlie hlinds. and was driven nil at

;i pari' that deded pursuit.

Ilavin;,^ reached the Fauhour<if Saint-Antoine. he jrot out

;i! a yhnrl distance from a hackney coach stand, to which he

went on foot, and thence returned to the t^uai Mahupuiis,

c-capinL:' all iiKpiiry.

"Here, cliild," >;\\{\ he to I.ucicn. showini,'- him fmir hun-

di'eil hanknotes for a th.ousand francs, "hen' is something

Mil ; ccount for the purchase of the estates of Uul)em])re. We
will risk a hundri'd thousaiul. Omnihuses have just heen

sliirtcd; ilie I'arisiaiis will take to the novelty; in three

iiiiiiitli.- ue shall have trehled our capital, i know the con-

(erii: thev will pay splendid dividends taken out of the

cajiital. io ])ut a head on the shares—an old idea of Xuciu-

i:< lis revived. If we aciiuire the liuhempre land, we shall

iHit hasc to pay on the nail.

"Vnii must jro an<l see des Lui)eaul\, and hcix him to give

vuii ;i |iiT-iinal recommendation to a lawyer named Desroches,

:i riHiiiinu' dui:, whom you must call on at his ollice. Get

liini {'> ^1" to Kuliempre and see how the land lies: i»romise

liini a preiiiinm of twenty thousand francs if he manaixes to

si'i lire yiiii thirty thousand francs a year hy investin<x eijrht

hundred thousand francs in land round about the ruins of the

nil! hiiUSC."

-Ilnu vou ixo on—on : on :

'"! am aluavs LToini: on. 'i'liis is no time for jokin<i.—You
niiis! then invest a hiindreil ihousand emwns in 'i'reasury

builds. Ml as to lose no interest: you may safely leave it to

:fr f
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Deprochos, ho is as hnnost ns ho is knowing,'.—That bein^'

done, get off to Ai)gniilOino, and persuade your sister and

your brother-in-law to pledge themselves to a littk' iib in

the way of Imsiness. Your relations are to have given you

six hundred thousand francs to promote our marriage with

Clotilde do Grandlieu ; tliere is no disgrace in that."'

"We are saved !" cried Lucien, dazzled.

"You are. yes!" replied Carlos. "But e en you are not

safe till you walk out of Saint-Thomas d"Aquin with Clotilde

as yoMT wife."

"And what have you to fear?" said Lucien, apparently

much concerned for liis counselor.

"Some in(iuisitive souls are on my track— 1 must assume

the nuumers of a genuine priest; it is most annoying. The

Devil will cease to protect me if he sees me with a breviary

under my arm."

At this moment the Baron de Xucingen, wlio was leaning

on his cashier's arm, reached the door of liis mansion.

"I am ver" iiuicli afrait," said he, as lie went in, "dat I

hafe done a bat day's vork. Veil, we must make it up some

oder vavs."

'•De misfortune is dat you shall hafe been caught, mem

Herr Baron," said the worthy (iennaii, whose whole care was

for ajipearances.

",Ia, my miss'ess en iitrc should be in a positi(ui vordy of

me," said this Louis XIV. of the counting-iuuise.

Feeling sure that sooner or later Esther would be his.

the liaron was now himself again, a masterly financier. He

resumed the management of his affairs, and with such effect

that his cashier, linding him in his otlice room at six o'clock

next morning, verifying his securities, rubbed his hands with

satisfaction.

"Ah. ha! mein llerr Baron, you shall liaft^ saved money

last night!" said he, with a half-cunning, half-loutish

German grin.

Though men who are as rich as the Baron de Xucingen
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havp nioro opportunities than otluTs for losing iiionoy, they

,il.-.i have iMoiv cliaiici's of making it, even when tlioy indulge

ihrir fiillies. 'I'hougli the liiiaiieial ]ioliey of the house of

.\ii(iii<;vii has been I'Xplaineil elsewhere, it may be as well

I,, |„,iiit cut that such immense fortunes are not made, are

,;,,! buili up, ai-e not increased, and are not retained in the

iiii.Ut nf the i-onimenial, poiitieal, and industrial revolu-

tieii- of the present day liut at t!ie cost (d' immense losses, or,

il' \n[] choose to view it so, <d" heavy taxes on [irivate fortunes.

\.rv little newly-created wealth is tliruwn into the common

inasurv cd" the world. Kvery fresh accumulation represents

.-nnir new ine(|ualily in the general distribution of wealth.

\\i:;il the State exacts it makes .some return for; but what a

h'.ii-c like that of .Nucingen takes, it keeps.

Sut h covert robbery escajies th> law for tlie reason which

unuld haw made a dac(pics Collin of Frederick the (ircat,

if, instead of dealing with provinces by means of battles, he

liail dealt in >muggled goods or transferable securities. 'V\w

hiu'b politics <d' money-making consist in forcing the States

of iMirope to issue loans at twenty or at ten per cent, in

ni;iking that twenty or ten per cent by tlie use of public

iiiimU, in s(iueezing industry on a vast scale by buying up raw

i:i;ilcrial. in throwing a rope to the iirst founder (d" a business

jii>t to keej) him ai)ove water till his drowne(l-out enteri)rise

I- silcly landed—in short, in all the great battles for nioney-

g.Hiilg.

Tlir banker, no doubt, like the conqueror, runs risks; but

till rr arc so few men in a ])osition to wage this warfare, that

i!ic >licrp have no business to mi'ddle. Such grand struggles

arc hctween the shei)herds. Thus, as the defaulters are guilty

<>\' having wanted to win too much, very little sympathy is

t'eh a- a rule for the misfortmies brought ai)out by the coali-

tKiii of the Nucingens. If a speculator blows his brains out,

if a -tn.kbroker b(dts, if a lawyer makes otT with the fortune

ef a hun<lred fanulies—whieli is far worse than killing a

n an— if a banker is insolvent, all tlie-e catastrojihes are for-

:r"tteii ill Paris in a few months, and buried under the oceanic

>urL'e> (d' the jireal city.
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Tlif colossal fortunes of Jacfjues Cd'iir. of tlic Medici, of

the Anj;ot! of l)ie])i»e, .>f the AiilTredis of la Hoelielle, of the

Fii^'j,'ers, of the Tiepolos. of the Corners, were honestly made

Ion;; ago liy the advantages they had over tlu' ignorance of

the j)eo])le as to the sonrees of precious ]irodncts; hut nowa-

davs geographical information ha> reached the ma>ses, and

c< Mi[)etition has .-o eU'eetually limited tiie profits, that every

rai)idl> made fortune is ihe result of chance, or of a discovery,

or of some legalized rohhi ry. Tiie lower grades of mercantile

enterprise have retorted oti the ])erfidious dealings of higher

commerce. <'s|)e(ially during the last ten years, hy liase adul-

teration of the raw material. Wherever chemistry is prac-

tised, wine is no longer proeurahle; the vine industry is con-

pequently waning. .Manufactured salt is sold to avoid the

excise. The trihniials arc ajipalled l>y this universal dis-

honesty. In short. I'reii.h tra<le is regarded with su-picion

hy the whole world, and Iliigland too is fast heing demoral-

ized.

With us the mischief has its origin in the jtolitieal situa-

tion. The Charter ])roclaime(l the reign of Money, and suc-

cess has hec(une the supreme consideration of an atheistic

age. And, indee(l, the corrujition of the higher ranks is in-

finitely more hiileous, in spite of the dazzling display and

specious arguments of wealth, than that ignohle and more

personal corruption of the inferior c!a--cs. of which ci>rtain

details lend a coiuic elem^'ut—terrihie. if you will—to this

drama. The (iovernment. always alarmed hy a new idea,

has hanished these materials of modern coiuedv from the

stage. The citizen class, less liheral than Louis XIV., dreads

the advent of its Murinijr de Fi/jam. forltids the appearaiue

of a p(ditical Tarhtjjr, and certainly would not allow Tur-

carct to he represented, for Turcaret is lung. Conseipiently.

comedy has to ho narrated, and a hook is now the weapon-

less swift, hut no more sure—that writers wield.

In the coiir.se of this morning, amid the coining and going

of callers, orders to he given, and hrief interviews, making

Nucingen's private otlice a sort of financial lobby, one of hia



Wn.VT I.OVE COSTS 188

stocklin.krrs iniiiounccil to hun the <li>iip|)('nr;nH(' of a inom-

|„ r .,r tln' Cumpiiiiy, mic of the riilir>t iiiid cii-vorost too

—

,l,i,.|iii- Fiillci.x, lirotluT of M.irtiii Fallcix, an<l the siic-

,vr-ur nf .hiU's I>r>iiiarcts. .Fa((|U('s Fallcix was stockKrokcr

in Mi-iliiiarv to the iiousi' of Xiicinu-fii. In coticiTt with du

Tiil't and till' KclltTS, the P.anm liad plottrd the ruin of this

11, ,111 in cold hlood, as if it had been the killing of a Passover

1 mil).

ilc couhl not hafc licit on," replied the Baron quietly.

.Iaci|nc> Fallci.x had done tln'in iniiiiciise service in stock-

j.ililiiii;:. l)urinjr a crisis a few months since he liad saved

iIk Miuatinn l.y acliuL' lioldly. I'lit to look for >,'ratitud(>

frniii a nioney-(h'alcr is as vain as to try to touch the heart

(if thi' wolves of the Tkrainc in winter.

•i'u.ii- fellow I"' said the stockliroker. "lie so little an-

iKipaicd such a catastrophe, that he had furni.-hcd a little

linuv. i'nv his mistress in the Rue Saint-(icor;:es ; he has sjient

a hiiiidrcil and lifty thousand francs in decorations and furni-

uiiv. He wa< so devoted to Madame du Val-N'oltlel Tho

I

: wiiuian must give it all up. And nothing is paid

fnr.''

•(loot, goot :" thought Xueingen, "dis is de very chance to

iiiakr up for vat 1 hafe lost dis night !—He hafe paid for

!;oniii.r;-"" lie asked his informant.

•Wliv." said the -tockhrnker. "where would you find a

;r.i(!( -man so ill informed as to refuse credit to .Iac(jues

!":il|.i\'r n'hen' is a splendid cellar of wine, it would seem.

I'.v the wav. the house is for sale: he meant to huy it. The

|.,!-i. i~ iii'his name.—What a piece of foil.-: Plate, furni-

!<iie. wine, carriage-horses, everything will h(» valued in a

iiiiiili. and what will the creditors get out of it?"

"Conic again to-morrow," said Xueingen. "I shall hafe

- . II all dat ; and if it is not a declared ! ankruptcy. if tings

.it! he arranged and compromised, I shall tell vou to offer

-r.iiir. na-onaple price for dat furniture, if 1 shall huy de

••That can be managed," said his friend. "If you go there
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Uiis ninrninjr, you will (iml one of F;illci\"s pnrtiicrs tluro

with the trinlc.-ii"o|i]('. who wiuit to (.-.tiihlish a lirr-t cluiiii ; hut

la Viil-N'nhlf li;is their .ui i.iints iii.uh- nut to I-'allci\."'

The r.aroii sent oil" mic of his (•h'ri<s i'urtlnvith to lii- hiwvcr.

Ja((|ii<'S I'aih'ix had -|iMkcn to him ahmit this 1\oum', whirli

was uoi'th sixty th'iii>aiHl francs at most, and hi- wished lo he

put ill pusses-ion of it at (mec, so as to avail himself of thi!

privilelXt'S (if the hoi|>elinlder.

'i'hc ca^liier, hunest man. came to ini|uire wliether his

master Iiad lo>t anylliinir liv Kalleix's hankruptcy.

"On do coiitrar', mein ;j:oot \'olf;:;anj,% 1 staiit to vin fin

huiidert tousant francs."

"I low vas dat !'"'

"Veil. 1 shall hafe dc litth> house vat dat poor Teufel

Falleix should fiirni>h for his mis"e~.> this year. 1 shall hafe

all ilat for fifty tnn>ant franc to de eicilitors ; and my notary,

Maitre Cardot. shall hafe my orders to liuy de house, for lio

iiin'lord vant de mom-y— I knew dat. li\it I !iat lost mcin

head. Vcr' soon my <li(ine I-'.sther ^hall life in a little

palace. ... I hafi' heen derc mit Falleix— it is clnso to

here.— It shall fit me like a ^jlnfe."

Falleix"s failure rcipiireil tlu- Baron's i)res"nre at th((

Rour.sc; hul he con'd not hear to leave his house in the Rue

Saint-Lazaro without iroimr to the l?ue Taithout : he was al-

readv iniserahle iit havintr heen away fnnn Fsther for

so manv hours. He would have liked tn keep her at his

('l!)ow. The profits he hojied to make out of his stockhrokers'

j)lunder made the former loss of four hundred thousand

francs (juite easy to endure.

l)elij.diti'd to annouiue to his "anehe]" that she was to move

from the Hue Taith(ti't to the Mwi' Saint-(!eorcrt's, where sh(>

was to have "ein little palace" wliere her memories would no

lonirer rise up in antatronism to their ha|)piness. the pfivement

felt elastic under his feet : he walked like a yountr man in a

vounir man's dream. .\s lie turned the corner of the Hur 'h-^

'i'rnis Freres. in the middle of his dream, and of the road,

the Haron lieheld Europe coming towards him, looking very

much upset.
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-Vrvi' ^liJiU yon j^o?" }i(« iihkcd.

••\V. II. iiiniisiciir, 1 was on my way to yon. Vmi wore

,,iii,,. n^'ht ycst.Tday. I sec now that jx.or niadarno had

l„ I irr have ;ronc to prison for a few days. Hut how should wo-

,„,.,, tinll.•r^talld nionry innttrrs? \\hn\ nia<lainfV .iv.litors

l„:ii(i that slic had come home, tlicy all canx' down upon iislikc

I, nil- '<( |uvy. -La.-t oviMiiui:, at seven o'clock, nionsii'ur. nit-n

,,,iMc and .-tuck horrihii' i)n>t(Ts up to announce a sale of

riiriiiture (III Satuiday-hut that is nothin^^--Madanle, who

1- all heart, oiice upon a time to ohlige that wretfli of a man

v>ii know
"

'•\at wreteh?"'

•Well, tlu' man she was in love with. d'Estourny—well,

he ua- (hannin^'I He was oidy a j^Minhler
"

"lie }:aml>led with heveh'd cards!"

••Well—and what do you do at the Hourse?" said Europe.

••r.iit let me <:() on. One day. to hinder (liMJi-ges, as he said.

fi 1. lowing out his hrains, she j)awned all her ])late and

lie!- jewels, which had never heen paid for. Xow on hearin<,'

iliat she had <riven soniethinj: to one (.f her creditors, tliey

eanie in a hodv and made a scene. They threaten hor with

liie pnl ice-court—your an.irel at that har! Is it not onou<,'h

iM make a wij: stand on end? She is hathed in tears: she

talk- nf throwinir herself int(> the river—and she will do it."

'•If i shall jzo t(; see her. dat is <:oot-hye to de Hourse ;
an'

it I- impussihle hut I sha.l ,iro. for I shall make some inoiu'y

f,,[- her—you shall compose her. I shall pay her dehts; I

-dill uu to -ee her :it four o'clock. But tell nie, Euj^a-nie,

(l.ii -he -hall lofe me a little
'"

••
\ int|,.y_A >^r,vat deal !— 1 tell you what, monsieur, noth-

iiiu'' hut LTeiienisity can win a woman's heart. ^ ou would,

ii.i ilduht. have saved a hundred thousand francs or so hy

letiiiiir her jro to prison. Well, you would never have won

her heart. As she said to me—'Eugenie, ho has been noble,

uraiid—he has a great soul.'
"'

She hafe said dat, Eugenie?" cried the Baron.

f
-1
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"Yes, mnnsiour. to inr, myself."

"IIltc—take (lis It'll louis."

'•'rhiuik you.— liiit she is crying at till? mnmont ; sho has

1) 'I'n crying' over since yesterday as riiucli as a ucepiii;,' Ma<;-

(laloM could have ( ried in six inonths. The woman you love

is in despair, and for deiits that are not ev.n hersl Oli

!

m,.,,—they devour women as women devour old fogies

—

there
!"

"Dev all is de same!—She liafe plcd>.'c' herself.~Vy. no

one sliall ever plcd.ire her.-clf.—'rell her dat she shall slpn

noting' more.— 1 shall pay; hut if >hv shall sign someihing

more— I
""

"What will you do?"' said luirope with an air.

"Mein (!otI I 1 hafe no power over her.~I shall take de

manaixemeiit of her little aifairs Here, dere, go to comfort

her, and you shall say that in ein niont she shall live in a

little palace."

"You have invested heivily. Monsieur le Baron, and for

large interest, in a woman's iieart. I tell you—you look to

me younger. I am hut a waiting-maid, hut I have often seen

Biiol'i a change, it is hap|)incss—happiness gives a certain

glow. ... If you have spent a little money, do not let

that worry yon
;
you will see what a good return it will

hriiig. .Xnd' I said to madame, 1 told her she would be the

lowest of the luw. a jierfect lui-^sy, if >hv did not love you.

for vou have picked her out of hell.—When once .<he has noth-

ing"on her mind, you will see. F-?etwcen you and me, I may

teil vou, that night when she ericd so much—What is to be

said." we value the esteem of ilie man who maintains us

—

and she did not dare tell you everything. She wanted to

flv."

"To tly!" cried the Baron, in dismay at the notion. "But

the B(mrse, the Bourse!—Cio "vay, 1 shall not come in.—But

tell her that I shall see her at her vindow—dat shall gife me

courage I"

Esther smiled at Monsieur de Xucingen as he passed the

house, aud Ug went ijuuderoutily ou his way, saying:
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•"Sill- i< I'iii iiiichil 1"

Till- w.i- how Kiiropc had siicnMili'd in acliicviiijr the im-

|,n-.il'lf. At iiliout liiilt'-|)iist two I'^tliir liMtl liiii-lHil iln'->-

\,]'j:. ;i- >\\r w.is wont to (Irrss uIkmi she (Aiii-ctcil Lucicn ; slir

u:i- |.M.kin<,' cliiirrninjr. Serine' tin-. I'rudciu"'. Inokin;,' nut

..f till' window. !-iiid. '•'I'ticri' i> niun>ii'url"

riic |H)ur crcatnrc llcw to the window, tliinkinj,' she shoiUd

-(•c l.lliirli; -lie >l\W Siu'lU'^rW.

••(
>|i ! liow (-rut'lly yon luirt incl" -lie said.

•Till If was no other wav of L'lttinj,' yon to socni to lie

i.'iaii.iii- to a poor old man. wlin, aftiT all. is j:<iin^' to pay

\i,iir driit.-." said Knropc. "l"in- thry arc all to !»• paid."

••\\ hat dfhts?" said llu' j^'iri, who oidy cured to pre-erve her

I()\r. wliicii <lreadfnl liand^ were seattenni,' to the uiiids.

••'I'ho-e wliii ii Moiisienr Carlos made in yonr naini'."

"Wliv. lure are nearly fonr hundred and tifty tlionsaiul

i'lalH-.'" (Tied l'i>ther.

"And vnii owe a hnndrcd and fifty thousaTnl more. Uut

the I'.aron took it all very well.— lie is tjoin^ to remove you

fmni hence, and j.iace yon in a little palace.—On my honor,

\'.n are imt so badly otV. In yonr place, as you ha' 'et on

ill. rikdit side of this man. as soon as Carlos is s, ed. I

-!i..iild make him ^'ive me a lion e and a settled incon. You

ire ( ertaiidy the handMime>t woman 1 ever saw, madame, ami

th. most attractive, hut we so soon ^'row u<,dy ! I was fresh and

^' l-loi)kin,<:. and look at me! 1 am twenty-three, ahont the

same a;.'e as madame. and 1 lonk ten years older. .\n illness is

,.,i,„,;_,)i — Well, hut when yon have a hon-e in Paris ami in-

\e-iMieiiIs. you need never he afraid ni' ending,' in the streets."

i:-ther Inid ceased to listen to I-:nroi)e-l']nt,'enie-l'rudenoc'

•-•rvien. The will of a man ;,nft>(l witli th.' u'enius of cnr-

ruj)tion had thrown Kstlu'r hack into the mud uith as much

I iri e as he had used to draj: her out (,f it.

Those who know love in its inlinitmie know that those who

ilo not accept its virtues <lo not e.xpt'rience its ]ileasures.

Since the scene in the den in the Hue de Laiifrlade. Ksther

I'ad ntterlv for<^)ttcn her former existence. She had since
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lived VtTV virtlUHI-Iv. (•lui-lrlttl 1a Iii'I' |>,I — idH Ilrllct', to

llVdid illlV nh^tliclf. llii' -kllflll tifllil llinl ImiII ilrMT clinlll,'!!

tu liiv -mil .1 It:iill lli:lt ihr |M)iir ).'l fi. |)rn|ii|>ti'il \<\ Iht (1<'\U-

tidti. Ii.ul III. iciv til iiltiT her r.iiiMiit In >\\iiHllm^' actions

illnadv dMlli'. nf nil lIli' pnillt of ill ri HII |»li>lllllr|lt . 'rill«< !*llt)-

tli'lv, n\«a!iiiL,' llif iiia-liTV of thr iriii|itiT. aNo cliaiictcri/.t'd

till' llH'lllniN liV whlill he liail Slllijll;_'alrd lairli'Il. Ill' rrcatiMl

a irrrilili' -ituaiimi, diiu' a iiiinc. tili'd it \>itli |iH\\i|ir. ami at

till' rritual inoiinnt >-,ii'l to lii- an ..iii|ilii i', "^'oll liasc mily to

nod, and till- whiiji' will ('\|iliidi' I"

MstliiT of old. knowing' I'ldy tli<' morality jM'culiar to

(•oui'ti'.-aii-. llioii'^lii all tin -1' iittiiitioiis 'o natural, that >ln'

nioa-iirrd li'-r rivaN i nly liv what tlify cotild p't iiii'ii to s|H'iid

on Ihriii. Ikiiini'd I'mt inns arr tin' rouiliirl->triiu'> ot' tlicsf

crcaturt's. Carlos, in ((•iintin;; on K.-iIht'.s nifiiiory, had not

cah'iilati d .\ roii; 'y.

TliiM' tricks of warfare, these stratau'em^ eiiiploved a tliou-

sand times, not only hy these wdiiieii. Imt 1)\ -pendtlirifts too.

did not distnrl) Kstlier"s mind. She felt nothiiij: hut her per-

sonal dej,'radatioii ; she loved 1, licit n, she \\a> to he the Baron

di' Niicinjj-en"s mi>tre<s "hy appointment"; this was all sh(!

tliouf^dit (d". The supposed Spaniard mij.dit ah>orh the eariiest-

nioiiey. i.ucieii rni^dit hinid up his fortune with the stones of

her tornl), a sinirle ni;.dil of pleasure mi^dit eo-t the old hanker

yo many tliousand-fraiie notes more or less, Kiirope mijrlit

extract a few hundred ll:o!i-:iiid francs hy more or less in-

jionious trickerv,—none of these thing's trouhled llie enam-

ored trirl; this alone w,i> the (aid\-er that ate into her heart.

I''or five vears she had Innked upon her-elf as heiiiLr as white

as ati an^iel. She loved, -he >\as happy, -he had never com-

mitted the smallest inlidelity. 'I'his heaiitiful pure love was

now to he defiled.

There was, in her mind, no conscious contrast in<r of her

happv isolated past and her foul future life, it was neither

interest nor sentiment that nM«\ed liei-. mhIv an indelinahle

and all jiowi'rfui feelinfj that -he had heen white and was now-

black. i)uri' and was no' impure, nohle and was nivw ijrnohle.
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T)f><irin>c to he tlif iTtiiinc. iiinnil I liiit x'tnici i" Ikt iiin'ii

iliinililf. And when flif HamnV ii.issinn IwhI tltn'alftwfl litr,

ilif had nallv tlioii^'lil of tlirowmi,' Ih' -ilf nut of IIh- wimlnw.

In i-liort, phf loved l-ucicii wlioll\, and an woincit vt-rv rarely

love a man. Women who .>-a_v they love, who often think ihi'V

|..M. 1,1-1. dance, waltz, and llirt with other men, dre,-s for tin*

world, and lonk for a tiarve-i of euiHupiMent ^daiK'en; hut

K-ther. without anv sierilne, had aehie\i d miraeU'!* of true

jiiw. Slie had loved I.ueieii for !-iv years as artre--e!< love and

cijiirtesans— uonieii who. liavinj: rolled in mire and iminirity,

lliir-t for .Manelhiiij: noi)le, fnr the self-devotion ^>f true hive,

and who practise exclnsiveiiess—the only word for iin idea so

little known in real life.

\ ;nii>lied nations, (ireeee, Ruinc, and the Fast, lia\e at all

tiiiH- kept won:en shut up; the womiiii who loves should sliut

1m r>. II' up. So it may easily lie ima;,ni!i'il that on (putting,' tho

palace of her fancy, where this poem had heeii enacted, to fjo

to ihi> old man's "little palace." I'lsther felt heartsick. l'r;:o(l

iiv an iron ha,,. '..• had found liersclf wai-t-deep in dis::raeo

111 I'lire she had t .le to reflect ; Imt for the pa^l two days slio

had liccii nllectin>r, and fi't a mortal chill about her lieart.

.\t the words, '•J'jid in th«' street," she started to her feet

.ind said :

"in the street!—-Xo, in the Si-int^ rather."

'•in the Scim'? And what ahout Mon>iciir Lucien ?" said

luirope.

Tlii^ sini^le word hron<,dit Esther to lier seat a;rain : she re-

mained in her armchair, her eyes fixed on a ro^etle in the

carfiet. the fire in her hrain dr\in;: np her tears.

.\t four o'clock NiiciiiLreii found his an.Lrel lo>t in that sea

of tni'ditations and resolutions wlu'rcmi a woman's sjiirit

ll'iats, and whence she enierj,'es with utterance-; that are ii>-

conijiri'hensihle to those who have not sailed it i:i her convoy.

'Clear vour lirow. meine Schone," said the l^aron. sitting;

(loun |)\ her. "^'on shall hafe no more dcliis— I shall ar

raii^'e iiiit Ku^enie, an' Iti ein inont you shall '^i 'vay from

(lese roonii! anil go to dat little palace.— X'ab a pretty hant.

—
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(iifc it mo daf I slinll kiss it." Estiicr p:\\i' liiin her lifind as

a (log gives a paw. ".Vch, ja ! Voii shall pifc dc liant, but

not <](' heart, and it is dat heart I lofe!"

The words were spoken with siieh sincerity of aeeeiit, that

poor Ksther looked at the old man witli a coinpa-sioii in her

eyes tiiat almost maihleiHil him. Lovers, tike martyrs, feel a

brotherhood in their siitTeriiigsI Xothinif in tlie world gives

such a sense of kinclred as community of sorrow.

"Poor man I"' said she. "he really loves."

As ho heard the words, misunderstanding their meaning,
tlic l?aron turned pale, the blood tingled in his veins, he

hreatlied the airs of heaviMi. .\t his age a millionaire, for such

a si'nsation, will i)ay as nuuh gold as a woman can ask.

"I lofe you like vat 1 lofe my daughter," said he. "An" I

feel dere"—and he laid her hand over his heart—"dat I shall

not bear to see you anyting but happv."

"If you would only he a father I-> me, I would love you very

much ; I would never le.-'.ve you ; and you would see that [ am
not a bad woman, not grasping or greedy, as 1 must seem to

you no,>-—— "

"You hafe done some little follies," said the Maron, "like

all dose jtretty vomen—dat is all. Say no more about dat. It

is our jHisiness to make money for you. Ue happy ! 1 shall be

your fater for some days yet, for I know I must nuike you
acpustcmi' to my old carcasi'."

"Heally I" she o.\ilaime<l. springing on to Xucingen's knees,

and clinging to him with her arm round his neck.

"i?eally!" re]teatcd he, trying to force a ^illile.

She kissed his forehead : >bc believed in an impossible oom-
])ination—she might remain unloiu-iied and ;^ee l.ucion.

SIh' was so coaxing to th(> l)ankcr that -lie was La 'i'orpill(>

once more. She fairlv be\\itche(! tiie old man. who promised

to lie a father to her for I'orty t\:i\:^. 'Those fovw davs were

to be employed in acipiiring and arranging the house in the

Hue .Saint-(ieorges.

When he was in the street again, as he went home, the

Baron said lo liimself, "1 am an old tlat.''
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I'ut tliou^'h in Rstlit'rV iircsfiicc lie was a nu-ro cliild. away

il liis lyii\"s skill ;
just as iho ganiblcr (infn'm li'T 111' rouriH

/, .l,,ii, iir) !KC(jin<'s atl'iTtioiiatf to Angelinuc when he has not

a luinl

lialt a iiiilliDii francs I hafe paid, and I hafe not vet seen

\at lier Iris is like.— I'al i- too silly! but, happily, iiohody

-liall liai'e known it 1" said he to liimself three weeks after.

And he made j^reat resolutiniis to come to the point with

the wdiiian who liad cost liim so dear; then, in I'^stiier's }>res-

,.iiie mice re, he spent a'l the time he could spare hi'r in

making up fur il le roliuliness ( f liis first words.

\fter all," said he, at the end of a month, "1 cannot he do

filler I'ti'nial I"'

[he end of the month of Deeeniher l.^'^'.t, just lie-nuarn

.|-.' in^ta llmg Esther in the liouse m the Rue Sainl-(ieor':es,

he iianm hegL'cd du 'I'illet to take Florine then, that she
til

iiiiLTlit see whether evervthing was suitaij le to Xucin7en"s

irtiine. and if \hr de.-cril'li":i (d" "a little palace" were duly

n ali/ed i>y the artists cunimiosioiied to make the cage worthy

of the bird.

Kverv device known to luxury before the Revolution of

Ui made this residence a masterpiece i if taste, tiriiidot

!!i.- art liitect considered it his greatest iichievoinent as a deco-

r.itur. The stainiiM'. which had been reconstriicled id" marble,

ilie judicious use of stucco ornament, textiles, and gilding,

till- >malle~t details as much as the general elTeet. outdid

ivirvthing of the kind left in I'aris fmm the time of

Lull is .\V.

'•This is mv dream!—This ami virtue!" said Florine with

a -mile. '-.And foi' wlioin are you spending all tin- money':'"

she a>ki'(l Nucingen. "A virgin sent down from heaven?"

•fur a voman vat is going up there," replied the Baron.

-A wav of playing Jupiter?" replied the actress. "And

wlicn is she on show ?"

"(hi the tlay of the house-warming." cried dti Tillet.

••Nut before dat," said the j-iaron.

"Mv word, how we must lace and brush and fig ourselves
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(lilt," Floriiie went on. ••\Vliiit a (liiiuc the wonion will l(>;ul

tlicir (In'ssiiiakcrs and Iiainlrcst^ers for that evening's fun I

—

And wiien is it to be':'"'

'"Dat is not for nie to sav."

"What a woman she innst he!" eried Fhirine. '"liow much
I phould like to see her I"

"An' so should 1," ans-.vered the Haron artlessly.

'"What I is evervthiiiix now loirether—the hoase, the furni-

tvire. and the woman ?"

'"Kvi'ii the banker," said dii Tilht. "for my old friend seems

to me tjuite yonn^ a,^ain."

''Well, he mu>l ^'o liaek to his twentieth year." said Florine

;

"at any rate, for once."

In tile early (\-A\fi of IS.'iO everybody in I'aris was talking of

XiU'ingen's ])assio'' 'uid the outrageous splendor of his house.

'I'iie poor liai-on, [)ointed at, laughed at, an(' fuming with

rage, as may easily he imagined, took it into his head that on

tile occasion of giving the house-warming howould at the same

time get rid of hi> paternal disguise, ;'.nd get the price of so

much generosity. Always circuniventeil by "La Torpille."

he determined to treat of their union by correspondence, so as

to win from her an auiograph jiroinise. Bankers have no

faith in anything less than a promis.<ory note.

So one morning early in the year he rose early, locked him-

self into his room, and composed the following letter in very

good I'reneh ; for thongli lie spoke the language very badly,

he could write it vcrv well:

—

"I)i:.\i{ Fsniiai, the llower of my thoughts and the only joy

of mv life, when 1 tojd you that I loved you as I love my
daughter, 1 deceived you, I deceivinl myself. 1 only wished

to I'.Kpress ihe holinc-s of my sentiments, which are unlike

those felt by other men. in the tirst ])lace. becausi- I am an old

man. and af-D ln-cause I have never loved till now. 1 love you

so much, that if you cost me my fortune I should not love you

the less.

"Be just ! Most men would not, like me, have seen the

It L.
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angol in you; T have nevor cvon gliinced at your past. I love

villi l)otli"iis 1 love Miy (laughter Augusta, and as I might love

niv wife, if my wifr eouhl liave loved me. Since the only ex-

' for an ohl man's love is that he should l)e happy, ask

TM-li" it* 1 iim not pbiyiiig a too ridieuloiis part. I have
(use

\M\1

i.ikni VdU to he tlie eonsolation and joy of my deeliuing days.

Yell know tiiat till 1 die you will he as ha]ipy as a woman

can \>v: and y<m know, too. that after my death you will he

rirh riiniigh to he the envy of many wonuMi. In every stroke

'.-s 1 have etfeetcd sinee 1 have had tlie happiness ofiiii>in(

voiir ar-ipiamtanee. vour share is set apart, and y<iu have a

-landinjr aeeouiit with Xueingen's bank. In a few days you

hieii, sooner or later, will be your•M II move into a house w

liiii a

if vou like it. Now. plainly, will you still rece

> a father, or will you make me happy

nvc mo

utrivc me tor writing so Iranfr

Mill

hut when I am with

liise all courage; 1 feel too kcfiily that yiui are indeed

I have no wish to hurt vou : I only want to tellmy iiiistrcss.

\ciii how inuch I sulVcr, and how hard it is to wait at my age,

when every day takes with it some hopes and some pleasures,

le.-. the delicacy of my conduct is a guarantee of the sin-

Have I evor lu'liaved as vour crt'd-

hrSK

rilv ot mv intention,-

ii'ir "\'ou are like a citadi'l. d 1 am not a voting man.

n an-wer to my ap])cals, you say your lile IS a t stake, and

U Ml '11 I hear you, you make me hclic i it ; hut here T sink int(

mi lancholv and doubts dishonorable to us both. You

.-rrmcil to me as leet and innocent as vou are lovelv l>ut vou

iii'-ist on destroying my conviction?

i!!i' V"ii iioar a tta-

Vdurse ' I_Vou tell

-ioii in vour heart, an indomitable passion,

liut you refuse to tell me the name of the man you love.—Is

this natur;i' ?

"Vou have turned a fairly strong man into an incredibly

to : 1 am iuiluced to askWeak out'

Mill at

Y' ou see what 1 1 lave cnnii'

the end of fiv(> months what future hope tlicre is for

mv [la^sion. Again, 1 must know what ]iart I am to ])biy at

the opening of your house. Money is nothing to mo when it

13
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is fipont for you; T will m.t ho so ahsiird as to lufiko a merit

to you of this contoinpt ; l)ut thoufrh my love knows no liuiits,

my fortuiu' is limited, and I care for it only for your sake.

Well, if hy giving you everything T possess I niiglit, as a poor

man, win your airection, I would rather he pour and loved

than rich and scorned hy you.

"You have altered mo so completely, my dear Esther, that

no one knows me ; I paid ton thousand francs for a picture hy
Joseph Bridau hecause you told me that lie was clover and
unapj)reciat"d. J give every heggar T meet five francs in your

name. Well, and what does liie poor old man ask, who
regards hims.'lf as your dehtor when you do him tl-.e h<mor of

accepting anything lie can give you? He asks only for a
hope—and what a hope, good (iod! Is it not rather the cer-

tainty of never having anytliing from you hut what my pas-

sion nuiy seize? The fire in my heart will ahet your cruel de-

ceptions. You find me ready to su])mit to every ccmdi" ~i

you can impose on my happiness, on my few pleasures; t'ut

promise me at least that on the day when you tak<' possessxon

of your house you will accept the heart and servict' of him
who, for the rest of his days, must sign himself your slave,

''Fkedeuic DI-: \i;CINGEN."

"Faugh ! how he bores me

—

this money hag!" cried Esther,

a courtesan once more. She took a sniali sheet of notepaper

and wrote all over it, «s close as it could go, Scrihe's famous
phrase, which has Ixx'ome a proverl), "I'renez mon ours."

A quarter of an hour later, Esther, overcome by remorse,

wrote the following letter:—

"MoxsiF.iii I.K Bai!ox,—
"Pay no heed to the nou^ you have just received from me;

I had relapsed into the folly of my youth. F<)rgive, monsieur,

a poor girl who ought to he your slave. 1 never more keenly

fi'lt the degradation of my position than on the day when 1

was handed over to you. \'ou ha\e paid ; I oue mvself to you.

There is nothing more sacred than a debt of dish 'Uor. I
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;ht to coinpound it by throwiug myself into the

Iwavs k" discliarjicd in that dreadful min

have no ng
Seine.

'A debt can a

u!ii<li ib fxood oidy to the debtor; you will Jind me yours to

,.,,nimand. 1 wilfimy otf in one ni;:ht all the sum- for whieii

il,;il fatal luiur has i)"een morti:a.i;ed ; and 1 am sure that such

,in hour with un- is worth nnllioii>—all the more l)eeause it

V, lil 1... the oidv one, the last. I >hall then have paid the del)t,

;i-i,| niav ijret away if in life. A -rood woman has a chance of

iv.-lorati(Hi al'tera fail; but wo. the like of us, fall too h)W.

•My determination is so fixed that I be^' you will keep this

l.ltrr'in evidence (d' the cause of death of her who remains,

fur uiie dav, vour tJcrvant,
' ' "ESTIlKll.'

liavin-r sent this letter. Esther felt a pnnjr of regret. Ton

iiiinules after she wrote a third nolo, as follows:—

•I'orLMVo mo. dear Baron—it is I once m<>ro. I did not

Mi., Ill either to make gaiue of you or to wound you; 1 only

want you to reflect on this simple argument: If w.' wore to

,-,,iiiinue in the position towards each oth.-r »[' f ,her and

.iau-hter. vour pleasure would he small, luit it would be en-

diirmg. If yon insist on the terms of tlu' bargain, you will

Ini io mourn for me.

'•I will trouble yon no more: the day when you shall choose

pit a>ure rather than happiness will have no morrow for me.—

Vour daughter,
"ESTUER."

On rof-eiviug the first letter, the Baron fell into a cold fury

siieh as a millionaire may die of; he looked at himself in the

L'l:i-- aud rang the bell.

'•An hot bat for UK'in feet." said he to his new valet.

While he was sitting with hi:^ f<'et in the hath, the second

letter came-, he read it, and fainted away, lie was earried to

bed.



im A COUUTESAN'S LIFE

f

If

i

When the banker rofovi'rc<l cotisfinusiio^, Miidaiuo de Xu-
tin^n^n was sittir;' at the I'nnt of tlie bed.

''i'lif hii>~y is ritrht I" said she. "Why do you try to buy
love? I.> ii lo he boiiglit iu tliu market!''—Lei luf set' your
lettrr lo hiT.""

'I'hi' liaroii irave her sundry rouirli drafts lie had made;
!\radaiiic i\f N iicinircii read theni, and .luiled. Then came
Esther's tliird h'ticr.

"Slie is a Monderful girl I" eried the Baroness, when she

had read it.

''\'at shall I do, inonlame?" asked the Baron of his wife.

"Wait."'

'"Wait? P>ut nature is jiitilessl" he eried.

"Look here, da' dear, y(Ui haxc Ixon admirably kind to me,"

said Delphine; "1 will gi\r you some goo<l advice."

""^'ou are a ver" goot vonian," said he. "\'en you hafe any
debts 1 shall Jiay."

"Your state on receiving these letters touches a woman far

more than the spending id" millions, or than all the letters

you e(.uld write, however fine thc^y may be. Try to let her

know it, indirectly; perhaps she will be yours! And—have

no serupl(>-, she will not die of thai," adtled she, looking

kceidy at lu-r hu>i»and.

J-?ut ,M:idame d(> Xncingen knew nothing whatever of the

nature of such women.

"Vat a elefer voiiian is 'MontaTne de Xucingen !" said the

Baron to himself when his wife had left him.

Still, the more the T^aron admired the subtlety of his

wife's counsel, the less could he ser linw he might act upon it;

and he not oidv felt that he was stupid, but he tohl himself so.

The stupidity of wealthy men. though it is alntost pro-

verbial, is only conijiarative. The faculties of the miiul. like

the dexterity of the limbs, need exercise. The dancer's

strength is in Ids feet; the !ilack>mitirs in his arms; the

market yiorter is trained !(> carry loads; the sin_rer works his

larvnx; and the ])ianist hardens his wrist. A banker is prac-

tised in business matters; he studies and plans them, and
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{Hill,- the wires f)f various iiitorcsts. jii^t us n play\vrij,'lu trains

111.- iiinilii^i'iuc in cuiiiijiiiiiif; sltuiitions, studviii^- his aclnr^.

;:i\iii,u lil'i.' to his dramatic fij^urfs.

W > >liinil(l 11(1 more look t"<ir powers of eonversation in the

il;ii'..!i lie Niuinp'ii than for the iaiairerv of a poet in the

hiMin of a niatJHiiialic ian. Ilow many pods o'-eur in an au'e.

wliM ail' either y^ood pro>e writers, or a.~ witty in the inter-

1
Mii-i- iif daily litV' a> Madame Corniiel? liiilVon was dull

1- iii|iaiiy: Nculon was never in love; Lord i'.vroii lo\cd iio-

li"i|\ liut hinisclf; lioiisscau was ^^^looiiiy and lia If crazy ; La
l"iii,nnc ahsent-mindcd. Human eiierL''y, ei|iially distrih-

ui'ii. ^roduces (io|ts. mediocrity in all: uncijiially hc-towcd it.

L \' - rise to tlioM' incon:,'-riiilics to whom the name of (ieiiiiis

I- u'lseii. and which, if we only could >ee them, would look like

'' r"riiiities. The same law ,rovern> the hodv; perfect heautv
I- L'eiii rally allied with coldness or ^illiIle^^. Thou^^h Pascal
V, ,1- iioih a j,'reat mathematician and a jrreal writer, thou;:li

iM-iiiniarcliais wa- a i:o(id man of liu>ine>-, and /amet a pro-

i"'i!ul (i.iirtier. these rare exceptions prove the ^•'eiieral prin-

> Miic of the specialization of hrain faculties.

Within the sphere of s])eeulative calculations the h.anker

I'll' forth a.- much intclliL^'iice ami skill, finesse and mental
pevur. as a practised diplomati.-l expend- on natiniial airair-.

1

1' !ie were c(pially remarkahly oul-ide his oHice, the hanker
MJd lie a j^n'eat man. .\ucin,i.en made one with the I'rinee

ill l.i:.'-ne, with ^lazarin or with Diderot, is a human f..rninla

''i.i! i:- almost inconeeivahle. hut which has iieverilii'le» heeii

kiiMun as I'erieles. Aristotle, \'oltaire. and N'ajioleon. The
'pl'iidnr of the I mperial crown miist not hlind us to the merits
et ihe iiidividual ; the Kmjieror was eharmini:, well informed,
.uid witty.

M'li-ieiirde Xucin.iren. a hanker ami uothiiiL'' more, having
!!e iiive'Miveuess outside his husiness. like most hanker-, had
iio faith in anytliin<: hut sound security. In matters of art
fi' lind the L'ood sense to j^o, cash in hand, to experts in everv
i'laii.-h. and had recourse to the hest architect, the hest sur-

j-'eoii. the ^n-eatest coiuiui.sseur in [lictures or statue-^ the
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ik'vorest lawyer, when he wished to build a liouse, to attend

to \n< lu'aitli, to purcliaM' a wo.'k of art nr an ('statt'. But as

tliiTc arc IK) rt'cn^riii/cd experts in intrigue, no eonnoisseurs in

love atl'airs, a l)anker linds himself in dillirulties when he is

in love, and much puz/Jed as to tlie nianaLreineiit of a woman.

So Nucingen could think of no lirtter melhnd than that he

had iiitherto |)nr>uid— to give a sum of money to some Fron-

tin, nude or female, to act and think for him.

-Madame de Saint-lv-ti've ahme enuld carry out the plan

imagined by the Haroiu'ss. Nueingen liitterly regretted hav-

ing quarnded with the ndJDus old eiolhes-seller. Ilowover,

feeling coiilident of the attractions of Ids cashdjox and the

soothing documents signed (Innil. he rang for hi> man and

told liim to inijuire for the repid>ive widow in the IJue Saint-

Marc, and desire her to come to see him.

In Paris extremes are made to meet by pas-ion. Vice is

consta.itlv biiuling the rich to the poor, ihe great to the mean.

The Empress consults Mademoiselle Lenormaiul : tlie liue

gentleni.'n in every age can always tind a IJampouneau.

Till' nuin returiu'd within two hours.

"Monsieur le P>aron," said he, "^ladanu^ de Saint-Esttve is

ruined."

"Ah I so much de better I"" cried tlie Baron in glee. ".' shall

hafe her safe den."

"Tlie good woman is giv('n to gambling, it wou' i seem,"

the valet went on. "And, moreover, .-he is under tiu' lluimh

of a t!iird-rate actor in a suburban theatre, whom, for de-

cency's sake, she calls lur godson. She i.-^ a llrst-rato cook, it

would seem, and wants a place."

"Dose teufel of geniuses of de common people hafe alvays

ten vays of making money, and ein dozen vays of spmiiing it."

said the Baron to himself, ((uite uncon.-cious that I'anurgc

had thought the same thing.

He sent his servant olf in <piest of Madame de Saint-

Kstevo, who did not come till the next day. Bi'ing (jue.stioned

by Asie, the scr .int revealed to this female >py the terrible

effects of the notes written to Mousieur le liarou by his mis-

tress.
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•Mniisiour imijit be tlcspcraUly in love witli the woman.'"

-,ni| he ill conclusion, "for lie was very near dyiiij:. I'or my
j.irt. I inlvi^cil him ncv<'r to ^o l)ack to her, for he will ho

\', iiiM (||i(l over at once. A woman wlio has alrcaily cost Moii-

- . ur le Haron five humlred tliou-aml franc-, they say. with-

.iiil cniiiitinir what he has spent on the hoii-c in the Hue Samt-

(..Mips! Hut the wonum cares for money, and for money
nil

I \.—As mailaine came out of monsieur's room, she ,siid

uiili a hiujfh: "if this goes on, that slut will make a widow

'.f I'M-:"

"

'•'I'he devil I" cried Asie; ''it will never do to kill the goose

!|:;il hiys the golden eggs."

"Moii-ieur le 15aron has no hope now hut in you," .said the

\,i|rl.

"Ah ! The fact is, I do know how to ruake a woman go."

•Will, walk in," said the man, bowing to such occult

(-w.r.-.

'•Well.'" said the false Saint-K-teve, going into the suf-

' r.i"- riK.m with an ai»ji'ct air, "Monsieur le Haron has met

v.iih .-ome little dinicnlties? What can you expect I Every-

! 'h \~ open to attack on his weak >ide. Dear me, I have had

iiiv troulile- too. Within two months the wheel of Fortune

ii;i- turmd Ujiside down for me. Here 1 am looking out for

:i [il;i( e !— \\f have neither of us been verv wise. If Monsieur

I. Haroii would take me as cook to Madame Kstlier, I would
iH :\\r iiio>t devoted of slaves. 1 should be useful to you,

iii'.ii-iciir. to keep an eye on Eugenie and madanie."

"here is no hope of dat," said the Raron. "\ cannot suc-

1(1 1 in licing de master, I am let such a tance as
"

"A- a top." Asie put in. "Well, you have made others

dinic. daddy, and the little slut has got you, and is making
: .'""I of you.—Heaven is just 1"

-hi-i 'r" said the Huron. "1 hafe not sent for you to preach
!-, I'll-

"

i'o"h. my hoy! \ little moralizing breaks no bones. It

'• th" ^alt of life to the like of us, as vice is to your bigots.

—

Come, have you been generous? You have paid her debts?"
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".lii," >iiiil till' f?:in>i\ laiii(iit;il)ly.

••'I'hnl i< w.ll ; niiil _\"ii liav-' takrii licr tliiiif:-J out «if pawn,

jiinl I hat i- iMtlri'. I'.ut villi tmi.-l src that ii is not fnmiL'li.

All llii> >:\\v> Iht im .ir(ii|i,ilinn, and tliof iTfatilffs lovf to

lilt a ila>li—— ""

•I -hall hafc a -nr|iri-c,' \'"V Iwr. Uw Sainl-<!oor(>ht'S

—

Am

kn(>u> dal," -aid ili'' I'.aron. "Hut I >iiall not \h' nnulo a

fool 111'.

'•\'vv\ well lli( n. Id liiT <,'o."

"l am only al'iaii dat >lu' sliall l»'t nif ,<ro 1" (Tin! tlio Raron.

"And uc wani our money's wouli, m\ liov." rr|>li('d Asit".

"Listtii |.i inc. W'f liavf llrr.rd ilir [iuIpIm' of somo millions,

my iitllo i'ricnd? 'I'uciity-tivc millions 1 am told you

possess.
""

'Pile IJaron could not sniiprcss a smilo.

"Well, yon inn-t jet oiio ;.''o."

"1 shali let one eo. l„it as soon as I >hall lot ono pn, I shall

hafc to <:ivc still another."'

"Yi's, I nndersland." replied .\sie. "Vou will not say H

for fear of having' to ^'o on to Z. Still. Kstlier is a good

gir"

A ver" lionot </\v]." cried the hanker. •'.Xn' ^he is ready

to submit ; l)Ut only as in ])ayment of a deht."

"In short. >he doe- not want to he your mistress; she feels

an aver-ion.— Well, and 1 understand it : tiie ehild has alwayrt

done iu>f what she p|ea>ed. When a irirl ha< never known

anv hut eharminir youuir men. she cannot lake to an old one.

Yon are not handsome; yon are as iiiij a- Louis X\ III., and

rallh'r dull company, a- all men are who try to cajole for-

tune insti'ad of devoliiiir themselves to women.—Well, if you

don't think six hundred thousand francs too much."said Asio,

"I pledi:'e mv-elf to make her whatever vou can wish."

'•Si\ hiintert t.msant fraud" cried the I'.aron. with a start.

'•Jv-tlier is to Lo>; me a million to he<:in with I"

'•Happiness is -iirelv worth sixteen hundred thousand

francs, yon old sinner. Vou must know, men in these days

have certainlv spent nion' than one or two millions uu a mis-
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tri-^. \ cvcii kiinw \v>iiM''ii wlict li;iM'(n.-| iiHu llicir livis. r..r

v.iiiiii li'sids li;i\r nilkd iiiiu llir lia.-kit. \ ><u know llic

il..iiur uliii j)i)iMiiifi| lii- riifiitl? Ill' uaiitt<i llic iii<>ii«'\ Id

iiatil'v II woman."'

•••la. I knou all dat. I'.ut if I am in I"!'"', 1 am 'ii>t ciii

:,1miI. al lra>t vile 1 am luTf ; Imt if I >liall >«'r li<r. 1 shall

..|. iii-r iMV |iMiki't-li(ink

••W.jl. liVlrti. Mnii-ifur If liai-Mii." >aiil Anr. a>Mimiii^ tlu'

iittilii.lr (if a Srmiramis. "\<ni liaxf l»'fii xincczcd dry

iiinii-li alrcad\. N'nw, as suri' a.- my iiamt' i- Saiiit-iv-t " vx-

—

ill thr uay uf l.n>iiii'ss. of ciuirsi— 1 will >laiul by vou.'"

•••i.ii't. I -hall n'|iay vnii.""

•'I hcli.\r you, my hoy. for I have shown yf)n that I know

I, lu lo he rcvt iijxcd. i'li'sidi's, 1 till yoii this, daddv, I know

l:.i\\ to -mill' out your Madame i'l^tlior a,- you would sniiir a

^ iiidlf. Ami I know my lad-v ' Wlim tlif litth- hu/.zy has

-Ml mailf vou ha|i|iv, -hr will be cmmi nioro iirccs^-ary to you

ihaii -\\r \> al this monnMit. \>>n paid me well; you have

.dl'U'd voiirsclf to be i'ocdcd. but, aftt |- all. you havf forkcii

out.- I have fullillcil my |iaM of the a^T-'omcnt. haven't 1?

Well, look hiTc. i will make a bari,Min with you."

"Let me hear."

"\ou >hall <,^'t tnc the iilacc as cook to Madame, enj.'af:e

Mi.' for teii years, and pay the last five in advanei—what is

iliMi
'

.(u-t a little earne>r-money. When (Uiee 1 am about

iii.Mlame. 1 can briii^' her to these terms. Of course, you

musi first or(hT her a lovidy dre>> from Madame .\u,Lruste,

wl:o know- her stvie and la>le; and order the new carriaj^e

!i be a! the door at four (MMoek. After the IJourse closes,

-:' lo hrr i-oom- and take her t'or a little drive in the Bois de

liouiM^r,,,. Well, bv that act the woman ]u-oe|ainis her>elf

our niistre->: she has advertised liersi'lf to the eyes and

kiiouled'je of all Paris: .\ hundred thousand fraiics.—Vou

iMU-t diiie with her— 1 kiiow how to cook such a dinnerl—
V' u \,\i\A lake her to the play, to the \'arii''t«.''S. to a stage-box,

:;nd then all I'aris will say. -'i'liere is that old rascal Xucinjren

utth liit luisiruss." ii is very liattcniig tu kuovv that such
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things art' saiil.— W.ll. all ili..-, I'ur I am not gra^pinj,'. is in-

c'linlfil fi.f ihr tlr.-l liuinlnd lliciu-.nid fiani^.— In a Wfck, liy

sucli coiKliict, Villi uill lia\(' ni.nl"' Mtnic wav

"Hilt I >hali halt' paiil <'iti Imiidrrt tmi-aiit franc."

"In llif (M.ursr III' ihc -ccmikI u.rk," A.-ii' U'lit on. as though

she had hot heard lhi> hiiiifiitaldi' cjaciilalion. •niaihiini',

tcmpttd hv tli(-c |inlmiiiiari<-. will hasf made up licr mind

to h'asc lur lilllr a|Mrliiii'iit ami move to the huiisc you arc

giving her. Your Kslhrr will have seen the world again, have

found her old friends; she will wi>h to shine and tlo tlie

honors of her palace— it is in the nature of things: Another

hundred llioii>aiid fraiicsl-l'.y Hea\en I you are at home

there, K-lher ciiinpromi^ed— she mii>I lie ynur.-. The rest is

a mere trille. in wlmh \oii must play the |)rinci[ial part, ohl

elephant. (How u idc liie mnii-ter open- hi> eyes!) Well,

I v^'ill nmliTlake ihat too: I'oiir hundred iii(iiisan(l~-and

that, my hue fdlnw, y(ai need not pay I'll the day after. What

do you think of that for honesty? 1 iiavt' more confidence

in vou than you have in me. If I persuade madame to show

her.self as your mistress, to (ompronii>e lierself, to take every

gift you olfer lur.—perhaps tliis very day you will helieve

that I am cajiahle of inducing her to throw ojien the pass of

the (ireat Saint Mernard. .Nnd it is a hard joh. I can tell

you ; it will laki' as much pulling to get your artillery througii

ae it took the iirst ('oiir-ul to get ow. :iii Ips."

"I'.ut vy?"

"Her heart is full k( l(i\e, uld .-haver, rusibiis, as you say

who know Latin."" replied .\^ie. "Sl;e tillnk^ lierself the

(^U'.eii of Shelia, hecaii.-e she has \.;'!;cd lier.-elf in sacrifices

niaile for her lover—an idea lliat that .-ort of woman gels

into her head I Well, well, old fellow, we must he just.— It

is line I That haggage would die of i:nef at being your mis-

tress— 1 really slioiild not wonder. Hut what 1 trust to, and

1 tell you to give you courage, is liial there is good in the girl

at hottoni."

'"Vou hafe a genius for corruption,'" said the HaroP, who

had listened to A.-ie m adiiurmg .-ileuee, "just as 1 hafe de

knack of dt? hankine."
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"Thin it is scttlfi), my pij^'coii
?'"

saiil .\«i<'.

•Iinrif fur lifly toiisint franc iii>fc,it of rin hiindert tou-

(•aiii I

—

All' I shall j,'iv(' vnii life Imiidtri loii.-ani ilr day aftiT

in, iriiimi'li.""

"\rr\ ^'<Mt(|. I will ,-(t to work." -.lid A.-ic. "And yoii may
i.iiiir. MKiMsicur," slif added i.-|M(tfnlly. "Voti will find

tMidaiiif .)> soft already as a < at".- hack, and perhaps iticlini'il

lo make herself pleasant."

'io. ^r,,, ,iiy ptot voiiian." sald the hanker, rnhhinp his

ii.ilid-.

And .ifter scein<j the Imrrihlc mulatto out of the housi-, he

f-lild III iiiniself :

"ilow vise it is fo hafc much money."

lie -pranj; out of hed. went down to his ollice. aii.-l resumod

I'le iniiduct of his imnu ii.ve hu.-incss with a lij,'ht heart.

Nothin.i: could he more fatal to Iv-ther than the steps taken

'<\ \iiein^'en. 'i'he hapless ijiri. in defendini,' her fidelity,

w.i- defeiidiri^r her life. 'I'his ver' natural instinct was what
< ario> called prudery. Now A^ie, not without takini: such

jTiiiiniions as usual in such cases, went off to report to Carlos

!!i" ( niil'i rei)ce she had held with the iiaroii, atid .all the profit

-iie iiad made iiy it. 'I'lie man's ra<r<'. like himself, was terri-

l.le : he I Mtiie forthwith to Ksther. in a carriaLre with tlie hiinds

i!!:!uii. dnvinj: into the courtyard. Still almost white with

Mii\, the doiilde-. !yed l"ori{er vvnt .-t-.;;^ht into the poor j^'irl's

i""iii: -he looked at him—she was staiulm^' up—and she

i!r..|,[M d on to a chair as thoufxh her Icirs had smipped.
" W hat is the nuitter, monsieur!'" said she. ([uaking in every

"l.>a\e U-. Kurope." said he to the maid.

I>the|- jooki'd at the wonu\n as a child mit;ht look at its

' 'iher, from whom some assassin had snatched it to mur-
d. r it.

'i'o you know where you will send Lucien ?" Carlos WTnt
on wlten he was alone with Esther.

"Where?" asked she in a low voice, venturing to glance at
her eveenf iiijii.r
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••\Vhrn' T come frnm. my licaiUy." Iv-tliiT. ;is pho Inokod at

the m.ni, ^,lu• red. "'V'* lln' linlks." lie adilr.l in an undf-'Mne.

Iv-ihtT shut Iht CM'- and ^intilicd Ikt-i'Ii' oiil. licr arms

drnjipcd. and .-lie I iirnrd white. Tlie man rani:, and I'rmience

appeari'd.

••I>rin,ir her n>nnd."" he said enhllv ; -i have rmt done."'

lie \\-ali<e<l np and dmvn the (]ra\vin,i:-rni>m whih' waiting.

Prndence-l-nifiipe \\;l^ (ihliLred In (nine anii lieiT moiisicMir to

lil'l Iv-ther on In the lied; he carried her witii an ease that

hetrayed atidetie slrenirth.

'J'liey lani to ]irncure all the chemist's stfoimesi siimidants

to restnre I'",-! her tn a si'Usi' id' her \\nes. An Imnr later the

poor .L'lrl was ahh' to listen to this liviiiir idirhtmare. seated at

the I'not of her hed. Ids eyes li\ed and <rlowin^t; like two spots

of mollen lead.

"My little sweetheart." said he. '-laiciiMi now stands ho-

tween a splendid life. Imiioreil. happv, ami respected, and the

hole full of water, mud. and Ln-avel into which he was ,i:oii\g

to plum^e when 1 met him. The house of (irandlieu rcfpiiros

(d' the dear hov an e-tate worth a million francs lieforo secur-

ing' for him the title of Manpus. and hamlini: over to hitn

that mav-])ole nanieil Clotilde. hy whose liel]) he will rise to

power. 'rhaid<s to you. and me. Lueieii has just ])urc'hased

nis maternal manor, the old t'hateau de Huhenipre, which,

indeed, did not cost much

—

thirty tlmu-aiid francs; hut his

lawyer, hv clevi'r nc<rotiation- . has succeeded in addinij to it

estati'S worth a million, on which three Imndied thousand

francs are paid. The chateau, the e\peii.-s, niid percentaijcs

to the men who were put forward as a hlmd to conc'al the

transaction froiii the c(nintrv peo]i|e. have swallowed up the

remainder.

*'We liave. to he sure, a hundred thotisand francs invested

in a hiisiness here, which a few months hence will he worth

two to th-i'c hundred tlxHi-and francs: l)nt there will still be

four hundred thousand francs to he paid.

"In three davs l.ucien will he homo from Angouleme.

whirc he has iieeii. hecau-e he must not he ouspoctod of haviiiir

found a fortune iu reniukiug your bed
"
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'Oil no!"* cried slu-. luokinp up witli a ii'il'Ic impnl?o.

••! A-k \<>u. tlK'ii, i> tliis a DKunont t<> scaiv i.tT the IJaron?"

!„ w.nt on cahiil.v. "And you very nearly killed liiin the day

!., i'liie yesterda\ : lie fainted like a woman on readin.i: your

^.•,Mn,i letter. You have a fine style— 1 eongratulate you!

]

;
,i|,. I'.aren •'•. ui<d, where should we be now?—When

i.iK i.ii walk: <ui of Sainl T'aoinas fTAiiuin son-in-law to the

iMu- de (;rai !;i'i, if y^t ^\ nit to try a dip in the Seine

Wrll. niv hea: '\. I olf.-r y^.i my hand for a dive to,icether. It

1:^ i.iM' wav fif endin;; matters.

••jiut consider a nionient. Would it not he hetter to live

.:ii.| say to viuirself apiin and a,irain. "'This fine fortune, this

I, ;,,,|,v family"—for he will have children

—

children!— Have

...ii ev.r thou^lit of the joy of running your fingers through

i'h hair of his children V
I'.Mli. r closed lier eyes with a little shiver.

W'i'll, as you gaze on thai structure of happiness, you may

-IV to \ourself. 'Tliis is luy doing I"

""

'rinrc was a pause, and the two looked at each other.

•'riiis i- what I have tried to make out of ^uch despair

- -^aw no issue l)Ut the river," sai<! Carlos. ••Am I sellish?

'iJiat is the way to love! Men >how >uch devotion to

none hut king>! Rut 1 have anointed i.ucien king. If I

\'.e!e riveted for the rest rd' my days to my old chain, I fancy

I eiild stav there resigned so long a-; ! could say. 'lie is gay,

!;! is at ('()urt." My soul and mind would triumph, while

!'iv carcase was given ()ver to the jailers! You are a mere

f. laajr: y(m love like a female! But in a lourtesan. as in all

<1' irraded creatures, love should he a means to motherhood,

I -pite of Xature, which has striekeii you with harrenness!

"If ev^^. uniler the skin of tlie Alilie Carlos llerrera. any

•lie were to detect the convict 1 have heen, do you know what

I w.iiild do to iivoid compromising Lucien'r"

i'.-!lier awaited the reply with s<une anxiety.

"U(l!." he said after a hrief ])aus(\ "I would die as the

^,u-jv,,r< do—without a word. And you. witii all your airs,

wdl put folks on my traces. What did I require of you?—To
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Itc La Torpillc iifraiii I'nr six montlis—for six wooks; and to

do it to (liitcli a tnilli'iM.

"Luc'cn will never forget yon. Men do not forgot the

being of uiiom thev are reminded day after day by the joy

of awaking rich every morning, l.ucien is a better fellow

than yon are. lie began l>y loving Coralie. Slie died—good;

l)ut lie had not Tnoney ennugli to bury her: he did not do as

you did just now. he did not faint, though he is a ]v)ot ; he

wrote six rollicking snugs, and earned three hundreil francs,

with whieh he paid for l'oralie"s funeral. I have those songs;

1 know them by lieai-t. Well, then, do you too eompose your

songs: be elieei'ful. be wild, be irresistible and—insatiable!

You hear me?— Do not let me have to speak again.

"Kiss jiapa. (iood-bye.""

When, half an hour after, Europe went into her mistress'

room, she found Iht kneeling in fmnt of a erueifix. in the

attitude whieh tlie most religious of painters has given to

Closes before the burning bush on iloreb, to depict his deep

and complete adoration of dehovah. .\fter saying her

prayers, Kstlier had renounci'd her better life, the honor she

had created for herself, her glory, her virtue, and her love.

She rose.

'"Oh. niadame. y will never look like that again I"' cried

Prudence Servieii, -iruek by her mistress" sublime beauty.

She hastily turned the long mirror so that the poor girl

should -co herself. Her eyes still had a light as of the soul

Hying heavenward. The .bwess' comjilexion was brilliant.

Sparkliiig with tears unshed in the fervor of prayer, her eye-

lashes were like leaves after a summer shower, for the last

time they shone with the sunshine of pure love. Her lips

seemed to preserve an expn'ssitm as of her last a])peal to the

angels, whose palm of martyrdom she hail no dotdit borrowed

while placing in their hands her past unspotted life. And she

had the majesty which Mary Stuart must have shown at the

moment when she bid adieu to her crown, to earth, and to

love.

*"I wish Luoicu could have seen me thus!" she said with a
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-in.thcivd sigh. '-Xow," ^he iuldril, in a strident tone, "now

Km 1,. stoixi dumb at hearing the words, as though she

i; i^l lit ;inl an angd lilasiihrme.

•Well, why need you >1are at nie to ser if I ]iav(> cbvcs in

:ii\ ino\itli insteail of teethe 1 am nothing iieiieeforth but a

;1,. foul ereature, a tliief—and 1 expeet milnnl So get mo

: liut bath, and put n:y (hvss out. It is twelve o\dock ; tlie

iMiMii will look in, no doubt, when the Bourse closes; 1 shall

nil liim I was waiting for him. and A>ie is to ])r, pare us

.iiniirr, first-chop, mind you ; 1 mean to turn the inan"s brain.

C.iiK'. hurry, hurry, my girl; we are going to have .some

fiiii— ilijit is to say, we must go to W(.)rk.
'

She sat down at the table and wrote the fr'lowing note:—

"Mv FiiiiiXD,—If the cook you have sent nu' had not

;,livady berii in niy service. 1 might have thought that your

pui'po^,. was to let" me know how oft^n you had fainted yes-

I. nlav on receiving my three notes. (What can 1 say'; 1
was

\rrv nervous that day; I was thinking over the memories of

iv'u:iscrable existence.) But I know how sinw-re Asie is.

1 cannot repent fif having caused you so murh pain,

sincr it has availed to prove to me how much you love me.

'I'lii^ i< how we are made, we luckless and de-piscd (natures;

trill- atlVction touches us far more d.vply than finding our-

:-..|\(s the objects of lavish liberality. For my part. 1 hive al-

uiv^ rather dreaded being a jjcg on whieh you would hang

VMur vanitie^. it annoyed me to be nothing else to you.

^'e-. in spiti' of all your protestations, 1 fancied you re-

.Mrdeil me merely as a wiMiian paid for.

•Well, vou will now lind me a good girl, imt on condition

"f v'>ur always obeying me a little.

•If this letter can in any way take the place of the doctor's

ure-cription. prove it liy coming to see me after the Bourse

. lu^e^. You will find me in full fig. dre>sed in your gifts,

lor 1 am fur life your plfasurc-muchiDe,

"ESIUKU."'

St
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At the Bourse tlu' llaroi; dc N'ucinifi'n was - < o-iv. so cheer-

ful, scciui'il so easy -,<.'•. mi:, ami allowed liinisi many j''sts,

that ilii 'J'iUi'l and \^ < Kellers, who were o ii.iMire, could

not hclji a^kitij:' him liic rcasun oi' his hi^'li >|iirits.

'"I am lirlnl'cd. \'e shall sdoii git'e dat housc-\ arming," he

told du Til let.

'"And liow mueh does it cost you?" asked Francois Kelh r

rudi'ly— it was said that ho had s])ent twenty-live thousand

francs a year mi Madame Colleville.

"Dat voinau i? an anclul I She never has ask' me for one

sou."

''They never do," replied du Tillet. ''.Vnd it is to avoid

asking (hat they have always aunts or mothers."

Between the Bourse and the Kue Tailhout seven times did

the l>aron sa}' in his servant :

"You go so slow— vi]) de hor-el"

He ran lightly upstaii^, and for the tirst time saw his mis-

tress in all the heauty nf si;ch women, who have no other

occupation than the care nf tlieir person and their dress. Just

out of her hath the llower was ipiite fresh, and perfumed

so as to inspire di'sire in Uohert d"Arhrissel.

Esther was in a charnung toilette. A dress of hlack corded

silk trinmnMl with mse-colored gimp opened over a petticoat

of gray satin, the costume suh-ecpiently worn hy .\nngo, the

handsome singer, in / I'lirlt'iiii. .\ llouiton lace kerchief fell

or floated over her shouldi^rs. The sleevi'S of her gown were

strapped round with cording to divide the puifs, which for

some little time fa>hion has ^ul)stituted for the large sleeves

which had grown too monstrous. Ksther had fastened a

Mechlin lace ca|) on her magnilicent hair with a ])in. n la folic,

as it was calleil, read} to fall, hut not really falling, giving

her an apjiearance of being tundded and in disorder, though

the white parting -liowed j)lainly on her little head l)etw(>en

the waves of her hair.

''!> it not a -hame to see madame so lovelv in a shabhy

drawing-room like this?" said Europe to the Baron, as she

admitted him.
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'•Vfl, (li'ii. "Hui' to (h- liiii' Saiiil-<ii'nr(lif.-." y.ud \\\v l)an>ii,

iIl'c
.iiiiii^- lu a lull -ln|. like a (l(>>,^ riiarkiii<,' a partri

.;,lli,r I.- .-jil'iiiiit. \'' >liall (liMl'r In (|i- ('haiii|i> flly-rcs

110

am

itaiiir Saiiit-1-..-lclc aiiit lMii,M'itH ii.ii; . aiTv thvr all vour

,!,.',> an" Vdur linen, an vv .^hall dim' m <

t iiiiI-lllC^.

li' Rue Saint-

j will (1(1 whatever you ])loaH\" slid K>tlier. '"if only you

uii! lie -n kind a- to call niy cook .\>ie, and lui.irenie Europe.

I l!a\,' i:iven tlio.-e naino to all the women Aim have >erve(l

1,1,. i^vcr ,-inee the lir>t two. 1 do iiMt love cnan.^e
'

•.\>ie, Europe !" echoed the liai'on. lauiihin^T. "llow ver'

ih <\\ \ou are.— ^'ou hal'e infenlion-.— I -hould hai'e eaten

maiiv (liniiei> hel'ore I shoidd hal'e lall" a eo'ik A.-ic

"It I- our husines- to he droll." >aid E-tlier. "ronie. now.

iiiav not a poor ^Mrl he fed hy .\-ia and dre.-.-eil hy l-.urope

\\\\r]) vou livecn the whole world ? It i.- a myth. I .-ay ; xinie

'Antneii would devour the earth. I only a-k for half.— ^ ou

\'at a voriian is Montanie Saint-Iv-lefe !"" >ai(l the IJarou

•^ liini-elf as he adnm-ed |-'.>i!ier"- chanLTed denie.-inor.

'iuirope. tnv j:irl. 1 want my honn't. " saul K-tlier. "i

fiii-t liave a hlaek satin honnet Inad with pink and triniined

V, ::h lace.""

-Madame Thomas ha- not ^-ent it lioine.—Conu'. Monsieur

'. I'.ai'irii : (pii( k. otT mui ,i:o ! lieLrin y.iur fuiut aaw as a man-

i il-work—tiiat i- to r-ay. (d' all plea-nre! Ilappine-- is

- idiiisiime. ^du have vour earriaue here. ,1:0 to Madame

rh'iuias,"" .-aid l-^ui'ope to tile Haroii. •'Make your -ervant

.,-k I'm- the honnet for Madame van r>oi:>eek.- -.\i'.d. ahM\e

.

.!!. -lie added in his ear. --hrin;: her the mo>i heautiful hou-

.i!iet to be had in I'aris. It is winter, ^o try to ^r,,i n-opical

The Baron wen.t downstairs and told his servants to j^o to

'^^ailame 'I'liomas."

|'!p- ei>aehnian drove to a famous pa>tryeook"s.

".^hi is a milliner, vou damn' idiot, and nut a eake-sliop I

"

(ii.ii III,. IJaron. wlio rushed oil' to .Madame I'revut"^ m the

14
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i

I m

['dhu>-\l'>\i\\, wli.Tc Ik' Ii.mI a lininiii.'l iii;i.h' \\\< for tin- i)ri(jc

of ten li.iii-, uliili' 111- iii.iii W'iit t'l ill'' .-'I'.'.ii m..(li~tc.

A >ii|MrHri;il i.liMT\'r. walkiiiL' hImhu I'.iri-. woiiilrrs wlio

111,. f,,n|-. r.iii \n- lli.il liuy ill.' fiil.\i!uii> tli.wn- lliiit <:riHv tlit."

illll.-l |-inll> lMii:i|llrl|i-r.'~ -llciji W ill'inu. ill 111 il,. rllulic |irnilllcts

.ll>|ii;i\ril \,y ClirNri nf P! II n .| 'iM II fii I II' - -
1 II'' "nlv |mr\ryiir

wliu mil \ic with ill.' i.'.i.'h. r .1.' ( 'am ale in a r.'al and .Icli-

c-iuii> l,'i nil' ill < 'I' ii.r M'lii'h <.

W.'ll. i'M'Vv >\:\\ 111 ran> a Iiim.lr.'.l ..r iii..r.' pa^-ioiis ') la

Nu.'iiii:.'!! ciiiM' int.. l..'in,i:. an.! Iln.l .'\]uv~m.iii in ..iT.-rin);

i^ucli ^a^ili(^ a- i|ui'i'ii-- .lir.' m"1 pun Im-.' prc-.'iiti'il. kiu'ilm;:,

t(i ^;l-'l:at:(^ wli... L. i,.-.' A-i.'".- \vnr,l. lik.' !.> cut a ila>li. Hut

fur tli.'M' littlr .l('t;iil>. a il.'C'iit .'ili/.'ii wi.nl.l li.' puz/.l.-d t.)

c.in.'civ.' Ii.iw a furtiin.' Ill.'ll^ in tli.' han.N .if tli.-.- women,

wli.i.-f MH'ial fuinli.ni. in l-'.airi.'p".- M'!i.'iii.\ i> pfrliap> to

.(ctifv ill.' (li~a>i.'i.- .aii-.'.l l.y avaric' aii.l cupidity. Sticli

M|iian.lcriii,L' i-. ii.> d.ail.l. to ili.' -o. jal lio.iy what a prick of

ll„. hmcci i- t.i a ph'ihori,' -nhjc. 1. In two in.inth-^ \iicin,i,'<'n

had ^h.'d hi'oa.lca^t 'Hi trail.' niofi' than two hinnlrcil tli.>ii>an.l

I'raiic-.

lly ihc tini.' the ol.l I.iv.t r.'tnrii.'.l. .larkiic-s wn^ falling':

th,' hoii.pict was no loii-i'i' of any u-.'. I'li.- hour f.ir .lrivin<:

in I hi' Ciiaiiii'-KlN.-.'.> in winter i- h"tu.'.n tw,. an.l four.

Ilowi'vcr. the carriair.' was of ii-" to c.mv.-v l-'.-ih.T from th.'

1,'iie Taiilioiit t.i th.' Kii.' Saint-* o'or-v-. wh.'rc >lii' took pos-

sc-.-i.ir: 'd' ill.' "liMl.' palaie." N.'ver h.'for.' lia.i i'lsthcr ticen

ill,. nhJM't .d' -iieh woi'sliin or sii.'h lavidme--. and it amazc.l

her: hill, lik.' all royal iiiirrates. she to.)k care to I'xprt'ss no

Slirpi'i-e.

Wli.'ii v.tii '^i> int.! Si. Peter's at l\.)ni.'. t.) .Miahle y.m to

appre. iaie the extent and li.'i,L;iil of ihis .pi.'cii .d" cathedrals,

yoii ar.' shown the iiiil'' tin,Lrer .d' a statu.' whi.h i.>oks of a

nalural siz.', an.l whi.h ni.asuri's 1 kn.iw n.it Imw much. De-^

s.-ripl ioii~ ha\i' he. 'It -o >e\.'rely critici-i.l. ni'te>-ary as they

ar.' to a lii-lor\ .d" niamn'rs. that ] iiiiist lieic foll.iw the e.x-

aiiipl.' .d' ih.' Ifoinan ('icer.>iie. As th.'y ."it.'r.'.l tin' .litiiii^-

r.)om, the l)ar.in couhl not rcsi-t askiiij: Ksther to feel tlie
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>ti:ir 'if whicli till' winilnw cnrtiiins \v;tc iiukIi-, ( r)i|i('<! u It h

riKiiriiiii'i'iit fiilni-s. IuumI uilli uliih' uain-nl ^ilk. am 1 l)nr-

.!,r(.| with a LMtii|i III I<> Ifiiii a I'urt iiitik'm' |ifiiiir-,- hmiuc.

','!:, inaii'fiai wa> -ilk lifciii_ulit fiMiii ( anl-Mi. mi which Chi-

i„-c paiiriKT had paint. mI (tficiital hii'il- with a p.Tl'fct ion

:i\ lu he -irll ill Illcilia'Val lIlllllllliatl.Hlr-. nl' HI the Mi.-.-al

,{ Chai'h- \'.. ihf |ii-iilt if ihi' liiiiM-rial lihi-arv at X'u'iiiia.

|i hafc cdsl two Idiisnii! I'l-aiK'" an ell for a iiiih.f<i who

• •nuihl '' t'riiiM Iiitia
""

"it i> vci'v nice, chai-iiiinLT." ^.-li'l K-lhcr. "How I >hall

ijnv ilniikiii^; chainiiairnc hcfc ; the froth will not -,^ct dirty

i'c (.11 a hai'c tloof."

"Oil! niadaniel" cried l-'.ufoiie, "only look at the carpet!"

arpct liafe hceii made f.ir de I)iic de 'I'orloiHa, a:l|- (

fihiit of mine, who loiml it too >

ill\ i|\een. said XueinL''eii.

lear. so I took It for voti wlio

nr cleverest (le>lLniers,llv chance this carjiet. hy one ot o

,il, li. d with the whimsicalities of the t'hinese cuftains.

he Wal iiamled n V SchiinuT at d II de Lora. represen ted

lii!iiiioii~ scenes, in carveil elion\ luirchased lor

their wci'dit 111 <ro|il I rom Diisoinnierard. and forminij: pmii-

III' a narrow line o f -ndd that covlv can.i^iit tlie li,u:ht.

rom this volt may jmi.^'*' if tlie rest.

• Voll (lid we

take me a Wee

|iar\ciiu ill it-

to iret U

aid Ksther. "It will

sed to mv horn, and not to look like a

to hnii'' me here

.1/ II honic Don vou shall accept i cried the Baron in

"Why. of course, and a tliousand time of course, stu{)id

Miiiiial."" said she. smilintr.

"Animal vas ciioiiu-h
"

"Stupid is a term of eiideannent.'' said she. lookinp at him.

took MstherV hand and ])ressc(l it to liis

to lind

le noor man
art. lie was iinimal eiiou^ch to feel, hut too stupid

ords.

"I'eel how it heats— for ein littl nder vort-

And he conducted his t^oddess to her room.

m
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1

"<»li, iii.kImiiic, I caninit stay lirrc I" crifil iMlgrllif. "It

make- iiii' Iniii^r |,, ^11 t,, lit'd,""

••Well," ,-:ii(| I'l-ilirr-. "I iii";mi t<> |ilca.-r llii iiiau'iciaii wlio

lia.- wiirkcil all ilir-c wciidrr.-.— Listt-'ii, in\ f.il ilc|ilianl. after

(liniHT UC will '^n to lllr JilaV tngclInT. 1 aill

. .,1 . ..
••

.-tarviii;: to >(.

I

a |Hay.

It \\as Jii>t live yrars since l'!>tlici' had lircii to a tlieatrt'.

All i'ari< ua- ni-lmi,::- at tiiai liiiic t<i i!ie i'tn'ir-Saini-Martin,

tn -re nlir iif iIim-.' jiiric- |.i ulllill tile ]Mi\\i'l' ni llir actOFS

lenilsa teiTJljb' expi'e—-ii.ii ( ,
j' i.alitv. L'i'lnirJ Piirliih/liiii. ].'\kv

ail iiiuciiUDii- nalure-, Pi^lhe;' loved tn feel the thrills <d' fear

a.- tniieli as !o yiehl in teai's id' jiatliu-.

"Let IN 'Jin to see |-"reileri(k Leiiiaitre," >aiil sill-; "he is an

actor I adore."

"it is a liori'ilije |iieee." said \lleii|e;cli. I'ore.-eei IliX the niO-

inent whi'ii lie iiiii-! -liow hiin-clf i:i pidilic.

He >'iit his servant to secnre one of the two >ta.Lre-!io.\es on

tile ,irrand tier. — .\nd l!:i> is another >traiii_''e feature (d' I'aris.

W hene\er sueeos, on feet of clav. fills a house, there i-; always

a sta;.'e-lio\ to he had ten minute- hefore the curtain rises.

'I'he inanai^'ers keeji it foi- thenisidves, nnle.-- it happens to he

taken for a pa>sion () hi XnciiiL^en. 'I'his \>n\. like Chevet's

(iainties. is a lax levied on the udiiins of tiie I'arisiaii

Olympus.

It \ioind he snpertlnous to descrihe the plate ami cliina.

Xucinijen had pre\ ided three >ervicc> of plati^—common,
medium, and hest ; and tlie lie>i— plates, dishes, and all, was

of ( ha>ed >il\ei' eili. 'I'lie h.mki'r, to a\oid o\erloadini^ tlu'

taide willi irold and silvei', had eomnlete(i the arrav ;>f each

.'Service with ponelain of (Xipiisite fra,L'ility in the style of

Dresden china, which had eo-t mere than the plate. As to tlie

linen—Saxnnv, l-'.nuianil, l-'ianders, and l''raiice vied in the

perfection of tlowercd damask.

.\t dinner it was t!ie iiaron's turn to hi' amazi'd on tastinj;

.\sie"s cookerv.

"I understaiit," said he. "vy you call lier Asie ; uis is Asiatic

cookiiie;.""
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lici:iii to ihmk lie liivcs mi' ,1H I i:-ii irr id iMirnpC ; "111'

iia,- .-.ml ^niiictliilij^ .iliiiur-i liki' ;i lion iiml.

i .-iiid iiiJinv vorl- ;inl hr

•\Vi he !. iiiorc likr 'I'lii'i-arct th.ui 1 Iki'1 Ik .inl hr wa,-

l.uitrl 1111^ at tlii> n'i>l irtliv iif till' many
-- >]lrl'cMl- ID

\>- disllt'^ Wrrc i^n

V wliicli tlic hanker ua> faiiiou.-

hiL'lllv >lll(r(l av tn f'WC the Haniii an

iiidiLii'-tioii. <in |iur|i(tM' that hi' mi,L''ht ^'o Immi' earlv ; s-n this

U.I- all hr u'lit in tiic wav i>\' plea-nn' ont nf hi- \\v>\ cvcniii;^

uith Iv-thi-r. .\t tlir tliratri' hr was ohliLTnl to drink an iin-

iiMii-i' niimlii'i' of glasses of inu si/irrf, |iavin<; lOsthiT alone

K.luri'M till' aits.

I'.v a I oinriilincc so prohahir that it can scarcrly hi' oallfd

. Ii;iiic. . 'I'lillia. Mariitti', and Madanif dn Val-Xohh' witc at

i|ir jrlav that I'Vcnin^. Iilflmrd Purliiifjloii iiijuyrd a wild

-iiiii--—and a dcscrvrd siirccs.s—surh as is srrn only in Paris.

Tlii- iiiiii who saw this play all caiiii' to tlu' coiii'Iu-ion that a

iiufii! wil'r niijfht he thrown out of window, and the wives

i.Aiil to si'c thciiisclvt's iin,jiistl\ por-eriilrd.

Tin- Wdnicn said to carh other: 'I'lii;- i> too much I we are

inveii tu it—hnt It i.t'leii happens 1"

\mw a woman as lieaiitiful as I-]>ther. and dre>-ed a- I'^sfher

(,,-. could not show otl' with impunity in a staue-ho\ at the

l'..i-ii-Saiiit-Martiii. And so. diiriiiir tiie second act. there

was cpiite a commotion in the ho\ where the two dancers were

sitting', caused hy the undouhted iil"itily of the unknown fair

"He witli La 'I'orjiille.

•il.\dav' wluu-e has she dropped from?" said Marietto

•.' M.idami ; \'ai-Nohle. "1 thoui:ht she was drowned."

••Hut is it she? She looks to me thirty-seven times younger

.iisd haiiilMinier tlian she was six years aixo."

I'lrhap^ she has pre-erved her.-elf in ice like Madame
•rK-|':ird aii'l Madanie /avoiichek." said the ('onne de !?ram-

'Mir..'. who had hroutrht the three women to tlic play, to a ]iit-

•]i r !io.\. 'i>n't she the "rat" you meant to send me to hocus

mv under" said he. addressing 'I'ullia.

••'riie very same," said the singer. "Du liruel, go down to

the Stalls aud .see if it is she."
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'•\Vli;it hniss -hr liji- ^"il
!" cxclniiind Miuliiini' dii Val-

N'dtilc, ii.-iiii;' nil iA|ir(-->i\c hut viilj^'iir |iIii\im-,

"(till" -;iiil the t'liiiiif ill' r.riiiiilniur^, "vlir vrrv wi'll tii;iy.

.Slic i.- witli my rricml iIh' I'.iirun i|r \iiciiij:<'ii— 1 will ;,'i>

"

"Is liiJit tlir iiiiiiiiii lii.ilr .liiaii iif An- «lin ll.l.- lakrii N'll-

(iii;,'rii \i\ >liii'iii, ami wlm lia> iircii talknl uf till wi- arr ail

f-ick 111' licr, tln'M' llii'iT mniitli- pa-t ?'" a-ki'ij Marli'tlc.

"(iouil-i'Viiiiiiu', iii\ iliar ilanm,'" .-aiil l'liili|>|M' ilriilaii. as

ln' umt iiitn \ iiciiiL:iii"> 1" • "^1' lii'i'i' \'iu ai'c, marricil tn

Maiii'imiiM'lli' l•",^lll^|•. --MailriiiitiM'lli'. I am an uld utllciT

wllulil \Mll dliri' 111! a tilnr WrVv In lia\i' 'JiA nlll >i\' a srrapi

lit Issmidini - riiili|i]ii' r>rii!aii- -

"I kihiw mitliiiiLT I'l' it."" -aid I'l-tlirf. ludkiuLr rniiiid the

liotiM' tlirniiLdi Iht ii|«Ta-;:la--rs.

"Dis ladv,"" said the I'larnii, "'is im !iiii;.'''T kiinwn as 'Ksthcr"

so slmrt I Sill' is ralliil Mmitami' di' ("liaiiijiy—I'in little cs-

fatf vat I have huu^dit fur Iht
""

"'riuniirli yiiu do thin.irs in smh style."" .-aid the Comto.

"tlii'si' ladies are sayini: ''i.'il Madame de Cliampy .-.nves her-

self too ^Teal airs.--ir ymi do nut rhon.-e to rememhiT nie.

will you (ii!ide>eend to reeoi:nize Mariette. Tullia, Madame
(hi \'al-N'ohle y" the parvi'iiu went on— a man for whom the

Due de Maiit'rii,nieii-e had won the |)aii|)hin"s favor.

"If those ladies are kind to me. 1 am wiUini,' to male

iiivself [ileaMiiit to them,"" replinl Madauie de ('ham|iy drily.

"Kind! Why. tluv are e\celleiit : the\ have named you

.loan of .\re," replied i'hil.ppe.

'\'ell den, if ilese ladies viil keep you eomp;niy," said Nu-

eiii^eiu "I >hall iro "vav. for I hafe eaten too miieh. Voiir

f-arriai^e shall come for \ou and \oiir people.— Dat teiifel

Asie
:•'•

"The first time, and you leave me alone!" said Msther,

"Come, conic, \ou mu>r have coura;,^' enoiiL:h to die on deck.

I must have my man with me as I j:o out. If I were insulted,

iim I to cry out for iiothiiii:'/""

The old millionaire's -eltishness had to irive way to his

duties a< a lover. The liaron sutl'ered hut staved.
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i;-i!irr liinl li'T "Wii ri'a-uti- f..r ilitaiiiiii^ *"!ifr rn:i!i." If

, ;!(liiiittfil licr iici|naint:iiu C-. .-In' WdiiM 1m' !i-- cIm-i Iv i|iirs-

= ,,!!,, 1 m 111- inv-ciiri' than if -Ih' W'Tc al'Hir. |'!iili[ii)<'

r.n.iaii liurni-d hark In th<' h(.\ whiTf ih'' ihiin •!> ucif lilting.

,,i.,| iiifcirinril them uf thi -lal.' i>f alVair.-.

(ih! >n It 1.- -he uhu lia> falhn luir to niv hnii-c in the

i.'iir Saillt-(ir(i!UV-.'" nh-iTMil Mailailir ih^l \'al N"hh' \Mtll

-..!.i. hiticnit---: f'T -\\i\ a> >hc jihraM'.! it, wa- <mi ihr hin.x'.

\h.,-t likrly." sihl thr ('uh.iir!. *i)ii TiUrt ! .hi iiM' that

•I, liar.. II hail >iiriit ihrn- liiii.-- a- iniiih there a- vuur
|

r

h,,l!. ix/"

••|,.
I u- :,'!) romul In her Imx," >ai(l Tiillia.

\..i if I kni.u it." -aiil M.inetli-; 'vhe i- tmicli t.»> ImiMl-

-MiM.
. I will eall nil her at llnliie."'

"I ilinik iii>-.-elf L:iintl-h>nkiii,L' eiinii^'h In ri>k It." remarked

S.. till- mueli-ijaritij,' leading' daneir went mutid heiueeii the

sri- and renewed aeiiiiairitancc with l'',>ther, wlm would

talk nlih 1.11 ;.r|.neral ^llhject>.

••\i,,| where liave \nii enuie h.iek fmiii. iiiv dear cliiidy"

,.;,,. I 'I'llllia. whn enllhl lint re>traiii her elirin-ltv.

-nh. 1 was fnr live years in a ea-tle in the Alps with an

Ki!Ldi-hinan. as jeahms a.- a tiirer. a iiahnh : I called hini a

'. ''io/. a dwarf, fnr he was Ilnt mi hi.u' a- le hailli de Ferretle.

"Aiid then I eaiiie aero-- a hanker fmin a >a\aL'i' 'o -al\a-

n..n, a- T'lnrine nii;j-hl -av. And now liere 1 am in Pans

iLMin: i loiiLT -o for amu>etiient that I mean In have a rari'

iim;.'. t -hall keep n|ien tmuse. I have five year- of solitary

e..ririiie!iient to make irood. and I am he<,nnnini: !o do it. Five

•r- nj" an F,ii,irlishmaii i> rather to.i niueh ; six weeks are the-

M 'v.inee aeeordinir to the advertisements."

"Wa- it the r>aron who Lrave you that hue?"

\n. it is a relic of the nalioh.—What ill-lnek 1 liave, my
d'rir' Me was as yellow as a fricmrs smile at a success ; I

''letiLr'nt he would he dead ill tell months. I'noh! he was as

-!r<.nj' as a mountain, .\lways distrust men whn -av they

have a liver comiihiiiit. I will never listen In a man who lalkji
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ol" lil> liVi-r. I llJlVi' Ii:mI Ii>.. liilK tl >>( ll\rl> -wlirt CillllKil dii'.

M\ ii,i1m,1. i-uMmJ 111.' ; 111' cIi'mI m iilii.iit iii.'ikiii^' ;i will, ninl th''

r;iiuil\ liiriM'il nil' (Hit nf ,|iii.r.~ likr ;i 1i'|h'i-.— S... tlirn, 1 .-;ii(l

III lll\ I'.ll t'l-iill.l liriv. -I'ilV for two!" - ^nll IIIIIV U.'ll Cilll Illf

.F..iin <<( Arc; I liavr luiiutl |-ji;;laii«l, and [iirliaii^ I >hall dw

at till' btaki
"

••(){ 1()\.
:-' va'hl 'I'lillia.

'•And liunit ali\.-.
" aii-wind I^tli.T, and llif .nic^tinn inadr

her lliiitiLdil fill.

'I'jic I'.arMii laiiLdiid at nil tlii- vulL'ar MMn-msf. lait he dul

Tint alua\- U<\U<\\ it nailil.. -> llial In- laiiuditcr soimdod like

till' I'ni-nittii ( rackiTs that '^o nit al't.r linworks.

We all li\c in a -|ihcn' nf some kind, and tlif inliahitant^

of (Ml V >p!it |-f ar.' cinlowcd willi an nuial share of ciiriositv.

Next r\.iiin,Lr at ih-' ojicra. l-'.-iht-rV PMpi>tarancc was th.'

prcat ni'ws hrhind the ^ci in-, li.'twci'n two and four in the

afternoon all I'aris in the (|ianiii-r:lv>ee^ had reeo,i,'ni/,c(l

La 'i'orpille, and knew ai la-t ulio ua.- \\\'- oiijeet of the Uaron

de \ uciiiLicn's |ia--ion.

'•l»o \nii know,"" I'doiidet ivinark<d to de Mar-av in the

greenroom at the o|.era-h..ii-i', '•thai l.a Torpille vanished

the \erv dav alter the eveiiniLT uheii ue >aw her here and rec-

()e-iii/.e(l her in little i;ill)elli|ire"> iin-tre-<."

In I'aris, a- in the jiroviiice-. eM'rvthiiiLr is known. The

police n( the Hue de .1 cru^a li'iii are not >o ellicient as the world

it-eir. for e\civ one i- a spy on everv one else. thot!(_r|i uncon-

sciourlv. Carlos had fully understood the daiiirer (d" Lucion's

i)osition durinii; and after the epi-ode of the U'lie 'i'aithout.

No position can he more dreadful than that in which Ma-

dame (111 \'al-Xohle Tiow foiiml herself; and the phrase to he

on the loose, or. as the l-'reiich ;-ay. left on foot, exjtn-sses it

perfectlv. The recklessness and extra vairance of these woniei)

pic Iude> all ( .ire for the future. In thai strange world, far

more willv and amusin>r than niiirht he supposed, only such

woiiH n a> are not irifted with that pcrtVet heautv which time

can hardly impair, and which is (|uite unnustakahle—only
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-tK li uonun, in -li'irl, ;i- i^in !"• I^m.! ••'•rely .i> ;i fiiiu-v. fvcr

ill r.l ( <i\'\ iiiTf ami .-a\r a t'lirtiiiu'. '1'.. liaini.-nriMT lliry arc,

; i;. ni"ii' im|iri>\ ulciii i lii'_\ ai'c

"Air \nii .il'iMicJ 111' ^'niwiiiLi u^'l\ llial \"ii ah' saviiij?

ih-iii-i, ;- wa- a -|iii(li <,( riniiii''- [>> Marirtti'. wlmli iii.iy

,,, ,1 1 hn' I') iiiH' raii-r <>i till- tlirirtli\---iit--.

Tliii-. if a -|Miulalui' kill> liiiii:-<'ir. (Pi- a -iinull linfl nuiirs

I,, llir rlul i.r III-; IC-Mlirci'-. tlw-i' Unllicll Tall SSltll hhlrollS

(.i-iii|ililiHlf frnrii amlariiai.- wcalili In tin' titinn.-l Illl^<'ry.

|i|,
\ ilir.iu iliciii-rKi'- iiiid ihf cluti hi> nt' till' iijd-i lollies

|.i[\ . r, ami -ell (Acjin-iir j<'\v.'l- fur a imn' x^v.i: : llu'V run iiitu

i], 1,1. ,\|irc,«-lv \<i k'i|i u|i a -jniriou- lii\iir\, in lln- !ih| f

r. 1 1.'. . rinu- what tiny Ii.im' lu-i — a ca-h-lMA {•> ilrau iipMii.

T!i> -r II 1 1- anil (lu\\ ii> of ilinr < am-r ai cianii t'^r l lie i'ii-tlinr>-s

I.r -mil ciiiiiiecl inn-, e'ciicrally lirniiLrlil .iliniil a- A-ic hail

h. II, kill (uimlhi-r wunl nt' Iht Micalmlar) i N iiriii;_'-i'n fi>r

i:i!iir.

Villi -11 tlin.-c will! kniiw llii-ir I'ari- an- t|uit'' auan' nt' ilic

.-III.' nt' all'airs when, in the ( liainii-f:lyMM ili:ii l.ii-llin,ir

a!ii| imi]|_rri-l Kaxaar

—

llii-y i •! mhiic v.nnian in a liin'il ily

wlmiii six inniitlis nr a vi'ar lirfnrc tliry iiad .-inii in a maLrniii-

iiii! ami ilax/.lini,' lania^'r, tiinnMJ niu in ilu- nm.-i liiMiriniis

. r
.

!

,

If vnii {'all nil Saintc-l'i'-lauMf, vnii imi-l mntrivr in rc-

1 mi nil ihr r,ni- di' |>nli!i);,Mlc." >aiil i-"lnrim'. laiiLrliii _' \Mlll

r.ln.niii i.vcr till' lilMr \ii-niiitc (In I 'nrli-mhir m.

^niiir clcvrr wniiuMi iii-vrr ''mi ill!' r:-k '>\' tins cnTilrast.

r • liiirv tlii'in-clvc- in Imrnliln funii-liiil Ind-iim-. wlin-c

'!•• '. ispiali' thrir cNtrava^Mm-r liy -in-li |iri\al mn- u- am i;i-

'.:.<:•
i liv iravflcrs lust in a Sahara; luii lliry iir\rr taki- thf

-iiiaili -t t'amv I'nr ((•nnniiiv. Tiify \riiliiir fnrth In iiia-kf(l

'a!!-: iliry take Joiirncvs intn ihr prnvim-r-i iIh'V turn niii

v.-il iji'r-sril (111 ihf hniilfsaril- wluii the uiatlnT is liiir. And

ih' !! lili'V find in t'arll ntluT thi' drXnlrd killdni'-S wliiiii is

knnuii i.nU" ainniiLT pm.-crihi'd rans. Ii lo-t- a woman in

hii-k iin cirnrl In liotnw mhiic lirlp. t'nr -in' >ays In hcrscir, "l

laay In. in llu' same plight by Sunday 1""

r^B-
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However, tile most cHicicnt protector still i.- the purchaser

of (lre>s. When llii.-- ^retdy inoiiev-leiuler tiiids herself the

(M'editiT, she .-lirs and works on ihr heart? of all the old nini

she know< in favor of the mortgaged enature in thiii boots

ami a line ijoiuift.

in this way Madame dn Val-Xohle. iiiiahle to foresee the

downfall of one of I lie richest and cleverest of stockbrokers,

was l<ft (piite un|n'eiiared. She had >|t«'nl l-"allei\"s money on

her wiiinis. ami trusted to him for all necessaries and to

provide fo|- the fntUl'l'.

•"Ilow roiild I have expt'cti'd such a thing in n man who

seemed >urli a g"od fellow?""

In almost ever\ ela^s of >oeiety the good fellow is an opcn-

handeil man. who will lend a few crowns now and again with-

out e\pe(iing them back, who always 'ochaves in accordance

with a certain rode of deliiate feeling above mere vulgar.

obligatoi'y, and commoni)Iace morality. Certain men, re-

garded as virtuous and honest, ba\e, like N'ucingen. ruiiU'd

their beni'factors ; and certain others, wlio have been through

a criminal court, have an ingenious kind of honesty towards

women. Perfect virtue, the dreatn of Molierc, an Aloestc, is

excei'dinglv rare; -lill, it is to be fouiul everywhere even in

Pai'is. 'I"he good fellow'" is the product of a certain facility

of nature which prnves nothing. .\ man is a good fellow, as

a eat is silkv, as a slipper is made to ^lip on to the foot. And

so, in the meaning given to the word l)y a kept wonum. Palleix

ought to have warned bi> mistress af his approaching bank-

ruptcy and have given Iht enough to live u))on.

D'M-tnurny. the dashing swindler, was a good fellow; he

cheated at cai'ds. Imt be bad set aside thirty thousand francs

f(U' bis mistros. .Vnd at carnival >upper.- women would re-

tort on bis accusers: ".\o niatler. Yimi may say what you

like, (leorge- was a good t'ellow; he had eliarming manners,

lie deserved a betlei' fate."

'I'he.-e girls laugh laws to scorn, and ailore a certain kind

of geuero-itv; tbev sell tliem-ejves. as Ksther hail dnn\ for a

secret ideal, which is their religion.
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AftiT saviii;^ •! f<'\\' .jt'Wi'I- t'rnm llic wreck witli jxrvni dilli-

riiitv. Mad.-mic da \',il-\(il)lc was cruslicd undiT the Inirdfii

of ihr hnrrildc report : "She ruined Falleix." Slie was almost

ihirtv: and tlioiij,di sl,e was in tl'.e [n-iiiie of her ht>anty, still

>l:r nii;^ht he called an old wiuiian, and ..11 the lunrv so he-

,,i!;~i' in >nch a crisis all a wunianV rivals are a,i,Minst her.

Marieite. Florine. Tullia wnuM a^k their friend to tlituicr,

.•i!!i! ITilVe her sorni' help; imt as they di<l not know the extent

ii!' i)er dehts, they did not dare to sound the depths of that

L'u!r. An interval of six years fonneil rather too lon^^ ii gap

III liie > l)h ;ind flow of the Paris tide, hetween I.a Torpille and

^l,•lda!lle du Val-Xohle, for the woman "on foot" to spoak to

tile udinan in her carriage; hut La Val-Xohle knew that

INlliir was too generous not to roiiiemher sonictimos that she

(i;iil. a- she said, fallen heir to her possessions, and not to

^1
, k her out hy some meeting which might seem accidental

i'i.'Iil:!i arrange'd. To hring ahout such an accident, Madamo
ihi \ al-Nohle. (lres--ed in the nu)>t lady-like way. walked out

' \i ry day in the Champs-ftlysees on the arm of Theodore

tiaillard, who afterwards married her, and who, in these

^tiiii!~. hehaved Very well to his former mistress, giving her

!"i\.- ;ii the play, and inviting her to every sjircc. She tlat-

; n il liiTself that Esther, driving out one line day, would meet
';i ! fnce to face.

INiher's coachman was T'accard—for her household had
' ' I! made up in fi\e days hy .\sie, Euro])e, and Paccard under
' .iriii~' instructions, and in such a way that the house in the

li'ie Saint-tieorges was an iniprcLrnahle fortress.

I'evrade. on his ))art, protnjtted hy tU-i']) hatred, hy the

'rr-t for V( ngeance. and, ahove all, hy his wish to see his

i liinL' Lydie married, made the Champs-ftlysees the end of

' - \'.alks as soon as he heard from Contenson that Monsieur
i' NiiciiiL'en's mistress miirht he se<'n there. Peyrade could

'in -~ -o exactly like an Knglishman, and spoke French so

I'
rfictly with the mincing accent that the English give tlu;

i:!"'iiiaL'e : he knew England itself so well, and was so familiar

«i;!i all th" customs of the country, having been sent to Eng-
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lih

* I

land liy tlic poliro nutlioritics three times hetweoii ITTO and

1TS(), that lie coiihl ]ila\ lii.; jiart in LmikIimi and at aiiihas-

sadnrs" resiliences wiihuit awakiiij: suspicion. Peyrade,

wlio liad some resi'iiiblaiue

could disLTUise liiinsc

to Ml

If

ussnii the famous ju^^irler.

'treetuallv that once ('onteiisoii did

not I'eco'niize him.

Followed hy Coutenson dressed as a mulatto, Peyrade ex-

imined Hsllier and Iter servants with an eye whieh, seeming;

Hence it (piite naturally hap-11( took evervthinf' in.needu

})ened that in the side alley when' the earriajre-company walk

in fine dry weather, he was on the spot one day when Esther

met Madame du Val-Xohle. Peyrade, his mulatto in livery

at his h.cels, was airing' himself quite naturally, like a nahob

who is thinking of no one hut himself, in a line with the two

women, so as tii eateh a few words of their conversation.

"Well, my dear child," said Esther to Madame du Val-

Xohle, "come and see me. Xucingen owes it to himself not

to leave his stockbroker's mistress without a sou
''

'All the more so because it is said that he ruined Falleix,"

remarked Theodore Gaillard, "and that we have every right to

scpiecze him."'

"lie dines with me to-morrow,'' said Esther; "eomo and

meet him." Then she added in an undertone:

"I can do what 1 like with him, and as yet he has not that
!"

and she put the nail of a gloved linger under the prettie.«t of

her teeth with the cliik that is familiarly known to express

with jiecidiar (mergy : "Just nothing."

"Vou have him safe
"

"Mv dear, as yet he has oidy paid my d(>bts."

"How mean!" cried Suzanno du Val-Xohle.

''Oh I" said Esther, "I had debts enougli to frighten a min-

ister of linance. Xow. I mean to have thirty thousand a year

before t!;e first stroke of midniLdil. Oh! he is oxeellent, I

have nothing to complain of. He doe< it well,— In a week

we give a bouse-warminir : vou must come.—That morning be

is to make me a present of the lease of the house in the Rue

Saint-Ueorgt's. In decency, it is impossible to live in such a
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liou.-o on loss than thirty thousaml francs a year—of my own,

,-(1 a- 111 have thi'in <afo in case of accident. I have known
[Mi\t ny, and I want no ninrc of it. There are cortaiTi ac-

(juaiiilance.< one has had enouj^h of at once."

And yon, wiio nsed to say, ".My face is my fortune!'—IIow

vol! have ciian.u'ed I" exclaimed Suzanne.

|i i> the air of Switxerland ; yon '^rnw thrifty there.

—

l.iink here: i^o there yonrsclf, my dear! Catch a Swiss, and

you may perliaps catch a hnshand. for tliey liave not yet

li arned wliat such women as wo are can he. And, at any rate,

Mill may come Itack with a ])as.-ion for investments in the

fuml.--—a most rc^pectidile and eh'irant passion I—(Jood-hye."

i->tlier <rot into lier carria^'c a,i:ain, a liandsonie carriage

ihawn hy tiie finest pair of dap}i]ed gray liorses at that time

In he -ecu i]i I'aris.

''i'he woman who is getting into the carriage is liandsome,"

.-aid I'eyi'ade to Contenson, "hut 1 like the one wlio is walking

hi -I ; t'olhiw lier. and find out who she is."

'That is wliat that l']ngiisiiman has just remarked in

I'.n;^li-h." said Tlioc lore (Jaillanl, repeating Peyrade's re-

iiiaik to Madame dn Val-.Vohle.

Uit'ore making this sjieedi in English, Peyrade had uttered

a wui'd or two in that language, which liad madi' Theodore
|i" k !ip ill a way that convinced him that the journalist under-

^! 1 JMiglish.

Maikinie (111 Val-Xohle very slowly made her way home to

viiy (h'cent furnished rooms in the Rue Loui>-]e-(irand,

LrhiiK ing round now and tiicn to see if tlie mulatto were fol-

i"vv iiil: hef.

Thi- estaiili.-hment was kept hy a certain Madame (Jerard,

\'h'ii!i Siixanne had oliliged in the days of her s])h'ndor. and
u !i.i -liiiwed lier gratitude i>y giving her a suitalile lioine. This
:.' I -oul. an honest and virtuous citizen, even i)ious, looked

I'M thi' courtesan as a woman of a superior order; she had
• iluays seen her in tlie mid>t of hixnry, and thought of her

:••
1 fallm ipieen ; she trusted lier daugliters with her; and

—

whuli is a fact more natural than might he supposed—the
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oourtcsiin \v;is a.- ^(rni)ul(>u>!y canful in taking; tlicni to the

)i|av a^ tln'ir mother ((ailil have hccii, and the two (ii'Tard

i;ii'l> lowil her. Till' uortiiy. kind lod<^in,<^-hous(' keeper was
likr lliiiM' >iililiinc prir-i.- ulio >(( in ilic-f oiitlawcc] womon
only a ircatnrc to he >a\cd and loV('<i.

Madanir dn \'al-\oiik' i'c>|ii'i.-ti'(l this \M>rlh; and oitm. as

she cliatti'cl with thr -c.od wuinan, .-he envied her whih' he-

wailin,!.' her ou n ill-l'eflnne.

"Von are .-till handsome; you may make a ;;'ood end yi't,"

.Madame < ierard would say.

I>nl, indeed, .Madame du \"al-\olde was oidv rehiti\elv

iin]io\eri>hed. This wonnin's wardrobe, so cxtrava.^Mnt and
eiegant, was still sulliciently well furni>he(l to allow of her

apiHarnii^r dn occa-ioii—a> on that eveiiiii;;' at the I'orte-Saint-

Marlin to m'i- Hirlmril Dnrliiii/toii— in mneli s])lendor. And
Madame (ferard wonld ino-t j^ood-Tiatn redly pay for the calis

needed hy the lady "on fool" to f^o out to dine, or to the plav,

and to come home aLjain.

"Well, dear .Madame (ierard." said ^he to thi.s worthy
mother, "my hu k is ahout to ( liaii,i:(', I helievo.""

"Well. U( It. madame, >o much the hctter. But ho prudent ;

do not run into deiit any mm-e. 1 have such difliculty in get-

ting rid of th.e people who are hunting for von."

"Oh, ni'Ver worry yourself ahout those hounds! They have
all made no end of money out of me.— Here are some tickets

for the Varietes for your girls—a good iiox on the second tier.

If any one should a>k for me this evening hefore 1 come in,

show them uj)all the same, .\dele, my old maid, will he here

;

I will >end her round."

.Madame du \'al-NohIe, having iieitlier mother nor aunt,

was ohii'jed to liave recourse to her maid

—

e(|uallv on foot

—

to play the par! • '"a S;iint-l-]>tevi' with the unkne)'vii fnllower

whose eoiupie.-l was to eiialile her to rise again in the world.

She went to dine with 'I'lu'odore (laillard, who, as it luip-

peiied, had a t<jirrr on that day. that is to sav, a dinner driven

hy Xathan in payment (d'a i)et he had lost. i>ne id" those orgies

when u luaii says to his guests, "Vou can bring a woman."'
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It was not without strou;,' rca-'ms that l'r\ railf had niailr up

!ii- mind t" ru>h in ihtmiu oh to thf lii'M of tliis intrigiio.

Ai iIm' saint' time, his curiosity, like Cor'iaitin's. was so keenly

( \ritcd. tliat. even in the alienee of reasons, lie would have

I III il to play a ])art iii the diaiua.

At this nionieiit Charles X."> policy had conipleteil its last

r\n|iition. After conlidin^'' the helm of State to Ministers of

ill- own ehoosinir. the Kiii,ir wa- juvparin^^ to compier AluMcrs,

;i!!il lo utilize the ;,dory that shoidd accrue as a passport to

i\!iat ha- lieeii called his ('</»// //'/•;/-//. '{'here were no more

(•Mn-pir;ni('s at home; Charl's X. helieved he had no dome:-lic

III! mies. But in politics, as at sea. i calm may he dncptive.

Tliu- Coreiitin had lapsed into total idleiie--. In -uch a

i:i-i' a true s|portsman. to kee|> his hand in, for lack of larks

k'lU -narrows. Domitian. we know, for lack "f Christians,

l.ill.d tlies. Contenson. havin,<,' witnosed l-",-ther's arrest, had,

V. nil tlie k(en instinct of a s|iy, fully understood the upshot

nf till' linsiness. The rascal, as w(^ have ;-een. did not atlem|it

t.. rniiciMl his opinion of the Baron de \ucin<,^en.

\\ lin i> henelitin.ir l)y makin.L'' the ijaiiker pay so dear for

|i - pa-sion ? was the tirst ipiestion the allic- asked each other,

i;. I Mo-nizinj: Asie as a leader in the piece. Cotiten>on hoped to

\]\\A out the author throii.udi her: hut she ^lipped throu^di his

iM'u'irs attain ami atrain. Inilin.Lr like an eel in the mud of

I'.Mi- : and when he found her aufain as tln' cook in Ksther s es-

::il.lidimeiU. it si'cmed to him ine\|ilicalile that the half-caste

\','.i!iaii --liiiuld have had a lin;rer in the pie. Thus, for the

tir-t time, these two artistic >pie- had come on a text that

tiii\ cniild not decipher, while susppectinir a dark plot to the

\ri.r three hold attempts on the house in the Hue Taithoiit.

i'Mniciison still met with ahsolute dumhness. So lonii as Ks-

!|ir dwi U there the lodut' porter sei'uied to live in mortal

li'Tor. Asie had. perhaps. y)roinised poisoned meat-halls to

III! till familv in the even! of any indiscretion.

On the day after Kstlicr's remmal. CoiitensoTi found this

nian rather more anieiiahle: lie regretted the lady, he said,
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who bail fed hiiii witli ilir hrukm di-hcs finm lu-r lahlc. Con
tcnson, (li.~j,niii<i'(l as a liiuk,r. ti'ird to l)ar;:ai!i for the rooms,
and listened to tlie |).ii1it"s laiiieiitatioiis uliile lie t'uolcd liini.

castin.^ a doiiht on all the man said \>v a (iiiesLioniii-

"Keallyy
''Ves, Jiioiisieiir, tin' lady lived hciv for five years without

over '^ohv^ out, and nuire hy tukdi. her lovrr. desperatelv
jealous t!inu;:'li -he Was lieynnd re|iroa(li. took the ;:reatest

j)reeautions when he came in or went out. And a verv hand-
some yoiini,^ man he was too I""

Lueieii was at this time still stayinir with his sister, .Ma-

datne Seehard ; i)Ut as soon as lie returned. Conteiison si'iit the

porter to the (^>uai Mala(|uai> to a>k Mnnsieur de Ruhempre
whether he were willin.ir to part with the rnrnitiire left in the

rooms lately occupied hy Mailame van Ho^-eek. The porter

then reco^nize(| iaicien as the yi.uuj: widov\-"s nivsieriou-

lover, and this was all that Conteiison wanted. The deep hut

suj>pres>e(l ast(Uiisliment may he imairined with which Lucieu
and Carlos received the portt'r, whom they all'ected to re^^ard

as a madman; they tried to ujiset his convictions.

Within twenty-four hours Carlos had oriranized a force

which detected Conteiison red-handed in the act id" es])iona_i:c.

ContetLson, dis<j;nised as a niarket-|iorter. had twice alreadv
brought home the pi'ovi^icns purchased in the morning hv

Asie, and had twice got into the little nia!i>ion in the Hue
Saint-Cieorges. Coreiitin, on his pari, was making a stir; hut

he was stopped short hy recognizing the certain ideiititv of

Carlos Ilei-rera: fm' he learned at nine that this Ahhe, the

secret envoy of Ferdinand \'ll.. had come to I'aris toward-
the end of 1SV;5. Still. Corentin thought it worth while to

studv the reasons which had le(| the Spaniard to take an in-

terest in I.iicien de IJiihempre. It was >oon clear to him.
beyond douht. that I'^sther had for five years heen liUcienV

mistress; so the siili>titution of the KiiLrli-hwoman had
bi'cti ellVcted for tlu' advantage of that young dandy.
Now Lucien had no means; he was rejected as a suitor for

Mademoiselle ile (irandlien; and he had j^^l bought up ihi

hinds of liubempre at the cost of a million francs.
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t'orcritin very skilfully iiiiuic tlir liciid ol' llu' (icncial P.iluv

l,,kr ihc lirst sli'iis; and the I'rofct dc I'oliro <) pmiius !'• IVy-

i.nlr. nifniimd liis chief that thf appellants in thai alTair had

l„rii 111 Tact Ihc Ciiinte dc Serizy and Lncicn dc Hiihciiiprc.

'•\\f have it
1"

I Tied I'evrade and Coivntin.

'I'hr two friends had laid plans in a moment.
•• Thi- hussy," said ("orentin, "has had intimacies; she must

have -nme women friends. .\mon^f them we shall certainly

limi uiic or another who is down on her luck; one of us must

pl;i\ tlir part of a rich forei^Mier and take her up. We will

[hr-u them to<,'ethor. They always want somcthin<r of each

otiitr in the game of lovers, and we shall thou be in the

(•!lilil"l."

I'ey \i\v naturally proposed to assume his disguise as an

Kngli.-hnian. The wild life he should lead during the time

;hni he would take to disentangle the plot <>f which he had

li.rii ill,' victim, smiled on his fancy; while Corentin. grown

mM 111 hi> fuiU'tions, and weakly too. did not care for it. Dis-

iiH\-i'i\ as a mulatto, Contenson at once evaded Carlos" force.

.liiM three days before I'eyrade's meeting with Madame du

\;il-.\oltle in" the Champs-filysees, this last of the agents

.iiiployeil by MM. de SartiiU' and Lenoir had arrived, pro-

\ii|c(! with a passport, at the Hotel Miralieau, Hue dv la Paix,

!!:i\iiig come from the Colonies /•/'/ le Havre, in a traveling

rh,ii-e. as mud-splashed as though it had really come from le

li i\iv. instead of no further than by the road from Saint-

i».-!ii^ lo I'aris.

( iirlos IK'rrera. on his part, had his pass))ort fise at the

Sp.iiiir-h Kmbassy, and arranged everything at the (^uai Mala-

'i'Mi- tc start for Madrnl. .Vnd this is why. Within a few

il;i\- l-",-ther was to become the owiU'r of the house in the Rue

Siiht-ticorges ami of shares yielding thirty thousand francs

.: \tiir; l-jirope and Asie were tjuite cunning enough to per-

-ii.lr luT to st'll these sliarcs and privately transmit the

•ih.iuv 1., Lucien. Thus Lucieii. luoclaiining himself rich

liiiiiiigli h\> sisters liberality, would pay the remainder of

ill" prne of the Rubempre estates. Of this transaction no

'5

:?#
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one rniild complain. Esther alone could betray herself; hut

she wonM die ratlier than l)link an eyelash.

("lotihie liad appeared with a little pink kerchief round her

franc's neck, so she had «on her iranie at the Hotel di' (Jrand-

licu. 'I"he share.- in the Omnibus ('()in|iany were already

worth thrice their initial value. Carlos, by disappearing^ fnv

a few days, would [nil malice off the scent. Human prudence

had fore.H'cn everything; no error was possible. The fals((

S|)aniai'd was to start on tlu' morrow of tin' day when Peyrade
met Madaiiir dii \'al-Xoble. lUit that verv night, at two in

the morning, .\sie came in a cab to the (^nai .Mala((uais, and
found the .-toker of the machine smoking in his room, and
reco; :ilering ali the |ioints of the siluaiion here stated in a

few words, like an autiior going over a [>age of his liook to dis-

cover any faults to he correcte(l. Sucli a man would not allow

himself a second time such an oversight as that of the porter

in the Rue 'i'aitl)out.

"I'accard." wbi-jiercd Asie in her nuister's ear, "recognized

Conten>on yesterday, at half-past two. in the ('hamf)S-ftlysees,

disgui.si'd iis a mulatto servant to an Knglislunan, who for the

last three days has been seen walking in the ('hamps-I^:lysees,

watching Ksiher. I'aecard kiu-w tlie honiul by his eyes, as I

did when he dressed uj) as a market-porter. I'accard drove

the girl houie, taking a round so as not to lose sight of the

wretch. Contenson is at the H«*)tel Mirabeau; but he ex-

changed so many signs of intelligence with the Englishman,

that I'accard .-ays the other cannot f)ossii)ly he an English-

man.""

"We have a gadfly behiTid us," said Carlos. "I will not

leave till the day after to-morrow. That ('(mtenson is cer-

tainly the man who sent the porter after us from the Hue
Taiti)out : we must ascertain whether this sham Englishman

is our foe.'"

At noon Mr. Sam\iel Johnson's black servant was solemnly

waiting on his master, who always breakfasted too heartily,

witli a purpose. Peyraile wished to pass for a tippling Eng-

li>hman ; he never went out till he was half-seas over. He
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\u)rr lilnck clotli jjaitcrs up to hi.^ kiicis, and padded {< iiiakr

111- !(::> look stouter: his trousers were lined with tlie thitkc-t

fii-tiiiii; his waistcoat wa> huttoued to the chin ; a lilue haud-

i.-nliief wrapped his throat up to his clieeks: a red Mialeh

uiM hid lialf his forehead, and he had hiIiKmI nearlv tliree

!!h h. - til his heiirlit ; in short, the ohh'st fri'quenter of the

( ,ilV' |)a\id couhl not have reco<,Miized him. From his sijuare-

I ::i (oal of l)hick ch)th witii full skirts he might Iiave heen

liik'ii t'or an Knglish millionaire.

<'oiitcnson made a show of the cold insolenro of a nahoh's

c'liilideiitial ser\ant : he was taciturn, ai)riipt, scornful, and

!!!;, uiiiniuiiicative. and indiilgeil in fierce exclamations tiiul

uiicouth gesturo.

I'l yrade was Hnishin<r his second hottle when one of the

hiiti 1 waiters unceremoniously showed in a man in whom
l'i\raile aiul ('onteiisi>ii hoth at once discerned a gendarme
ir mufti.

"'Monsieur I'eyrade." said the gendarme to the nahoh,

.-li'aking in his ear. "my instructions are to take you to the

r:''ff(ture.""

I'cvrade, without saving a word, rose and took down his

liat.
'

^'ou will find a hackney coach at the door." said the man
.;- they went downstairs, '"'riie Prefet thought of arresting

\"::. hut he decifU'd on sending for you to ask some explaiui-

tim of your conduct through the i)eace-olticer whom you will

liiid in the coach.""

"Shall I ride with you?"' asked the gendarme of the peace-

i^'i.''r when Peyrade had got in.

"No." replied the other; "tell the coachman quietly to

'!r:ve to the Prefecture."'

i'l yrade and Carlos were now face to face in the coach.

' ariii- had a stiletto under his hand. 'IMie coach-ilriver was
:' man he could trust, quite capahle of allowing Carlos to get

"It without seeing him. or heing sur;)ri'^ed. on arriving at

h'- journeys end. to find a dead hoily in his (>;ih. Vo in-

quiries are ever made about a spy. The law almost always

?l
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leaves siK li riiiirflciv uiijiuiii.-licd, it is so ili lliiiilt to know fh

rights of till' oiM'

I'cyradt' lof.kcd with In- keciifst eye at tlie iiia^'istratc sent

to e.\aiiiiiie liirii li.v the I'rei'tt of l'oli<f. ('arln> ^tiaick him

as >ali>i'a(torv : a l)alil head. d(a'|dy urinkhd at the hack, and

powdered hair; a i)air of veev li;:lit ;,'old s|ieetaeies. with

doiihie-^'reeri <,Ha>>e> over weak eyes, with red riiii~. evideiitiv

needing t'are. 'I'hi'-i' r\es >ceiiied the trarc of some sipiahd

niahidy. A cotton shirt with a tlat-ph-ated frill, a >liahhy

hlaek satin waistcoat, the trousers of a luaii of law. hiaek

spun >ilk stoekiiiL's. and >lio(- tied willi nhhoii; a loiij,' i)laek

overcoat, chiap ^lo\e>. I)la( k. and worn for ten days, and a

gold wateh-chai' —in every point the lower LM-ade of magis-

trate known liy . perversion of term- a.- a ]i( ac e-ollleer.

"Mv deal- >ionsieiir I'eyraile, 1 re^nvt to tlnd -iich a man

as you till' ohjeet (tf surveillance, ami that you should act

so as to justifv it. Wmr disixuise is not to the I'refet's taste

If you fancy that you can thus esca[H' our vi^xilanee. you an-

mistaken. Vou traveled from Kni,dand hy way of Beaumont-

Kur-Oise, no doiilit."

"Beaumont-sur-Oise!-"" repeated I'eyrade.

"Or hy Saint-Denis?" said the sham lawyer.

I'eyrade lost his presence of mind. 'I'he (picstion must

be answered. Now any reply miirht he dangerous. In the

alliriiiative is was farcical: in the negative, if this man knew

the truth, it would lie I'eyrade's ruin.

"He is a sharp fellow." thought he.

He tried to look at the man and smile, and he gave him

a smile for an answer; the smile pa>sed muster without

protest.

"For what purpost> liave you disguised yourself, taken

rooms at the Mirahi'au, and dressed t'ontensou as a bhu k

servant?" asked the |)eaee-otricer.

"Monsieur le Prefet may do what he chooses v.ith me, but

I owe no aec()Unt of my actions to any one hut my chief,"

paid Peyrade with dignity.

"If you I'leau me to infer that you are acting by the orders
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.,f ,!h. r;..ncral Poll..'," ^aul tl,. otl.rr .-.l.Uy. "wo w,l .•Ik.uk.

,„,. ,,,„„., an.l .Iriu- to tl..' !{... .1.' (irrn..|U- n.s ....1 of tl...

,.„, ,!,. .l.-.n.salnn. 1 hav. .l.'ar in-tn..tinns u,tl. n-anl to

,,„i I?ut !).• .aivfiil! Vnn a.v not in anv .Ir,.). .lis-rac...

,n,l vuu inav spoil vo„r own jra.nc in a n.o.,..'n1. .\> for mo

1 ..w.. vou no jrn.d-...-("o.Mc; toll n.r tho truth.

•W ,11. thon. this is tho truth.- sai.l IVyra.lo, w.th a -lance

;,t 111- ('(Thorns' rod oyos.
.

Tl„. sham lawvor-s faoo romainod oxprossionUss. impassi-

|,|„.ho was.loiuKhislmsinoss. all truths .vn. tho samo to

,,„„ 1,.. look..! as thou>rh ho suspooto.l tho I'rrfvt oi some

,,„ruc I'rofots havo their littlo tantrums.

••1 havo fallon dosp.Tatolv in lovo with a \.o„,an-tho mis-

,.-,-- nf that stookhrokor who is L'ono ahma,! for his omi

I
1. ,,>uiv an.l tho .lisploa^un- ..r his ,ro.litor<— i"ailoix.

•Madamo du Val-NohloV
'•>,..< ••

ropliod I'ovrado. "To k.^op hor fur a tnonth, wh.oh

,.,11 not .ost mo more than a thousandorowus, 1 havo-ot mysolt

,1, ,,- a nahoh and takon (V.ntonson as n.v ^-rvant. I his is

-. .,l,.uhitolv trn... monsionr. that if vou liko to loavo mo in

.1. ,.naoh. uhoro 1 will wait for you. on my honor as an ol-

( „Mn,is>ionor-(ionoral oi VoYnv. ym can -o to the hotel

.,1 ,,u.-tion Contoiison. Xot onlv will Contonson oonlirm

,i :„ 1 have tho honor of statin-, hut you n:ay .-oo Ma.iame

.
; \al-\..hh-s waitin-maid. who is to oomo this morn.n-

, M-nifv hor mistrosb' aoooi-tanoo of my olTors. or tho <..,n-

.!:'i.,ii- >ho makes. ,

••\„ „M nionkov knows what primacs moan: 1 have of-

:,
,, ,1 h.r a thousand francs a month and a oarna-o—that

, „,„- to fiftoon hundred; five hun<lro.l frano." worth of pres-

.,,>. and as much a-ain in some ..nt.n-s. -inmors and play-

..,;„"'• von SCO. I am not deeoivin- vou hy a oontimo when 1

.n a thousand crowns.-A man of my a^re may very well

-i» nil a thousand crowns on his la<t fancy.

-I'.kss mo. Papa IVvrado! and you suU care oiKUi^h for

.,,,,i,..ii t<. ? But vou are docoivin^' mo. T am sixty my-

H !! and I can do without -oiu.—Howovor, if the case is as
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\iiii -hould lia\' found

nil

you "tiitc it. I <|uitc iiiiih r-tiiiiil iliiit

it tic(i--ar\ to nr\ ynui— ir iiji ii> :i fun i;.'!iri' tu imlulgt; y^

fa I It y."

"\<>u :'aii uudiTstaiMl tliat iNyradc, "i o|i| ('aii(|iiotllf '•'i

till' l{iii' i\r-. Mdiiiiaiiv
"'

".\\, iiritlii r MJ' iliciii uniild lia\i' >uilid \Ia...irnc d\i Val-

Noldc.'" ('arl<>> |iiil III. di'li;:litcd to lia\<' |ii(kfd u|i (",ii'

(inocllc's addr<->. "iSrf'Ui' the I?>'Vuliit icii." he wi'iit on, "!

Iiad for iiiv iiiislir>> a v i.inaii wli" liad pn \ i.m-l'' 'inn kept

liv till- p'nllcinaii-in-waitini:. a< llicy tlicn callru tin' (wccu-

tionrr. Hill' <'vrnin;: at tlif pl.iv she |ini k>(l InT-^clf uith a

pin, and rricd mit—a customary ijaculatiMn in t!iii-c days

—

•.Ml ! Hoiirrraii I" un uhirli lirr n.Mj,'lilior askn! ht-r if this w.-rc

a rcininiscciH cy— Well, my dear I'rynidr, she r-ast otT liiT man

for that spfcrli.

"I snppn-,' villi havr no \vi>': lo ('\[>osc y-'ursflf to ~iirh

a slap in tin- face.— Madaiiif dii \'al-Notdi' is a woman for!,'fn-

tlcincn. I saw her omv at iIh' opera, and thoujriii her wry

liandsonio.

"'1'<I1 the driver to jr'> hack to the Hue dc la I'ai\. my dear

I'cvradc. I will iro iip-tairs with yon to vonr rooms and xc

for mvsclf. A \crlial report will no doiiiit he cnoiiirh fer

Monsieur le I'refet."

Carlos tocik a snnir-hi>\ from his ^ide-pmkot—n lilack snulT-

ho\ lined with silver-i:ilt—and otfirrd it to Pevrade witti

an impulse (d' deli.'rht ful >;(„,d-relIow-iiip. Tcyrade said to

liiiiiself :

•'And these are tlieir atrents! Cood Heavens! what would

Monsieur Lenoir say if he could come hack to life, or Moii-

pi(Mir de Sartines?"

"That is part of the truth, no doiiht. hut it is not all."

said the sham lawyer, snillinu up his pinch of snuff. "You

have had a fin.>:er in the Haron de .\'iicin<:eu"s love affairs,

and voii wish, no doiiht, to <>ntan,i,He him in some slip-knot.

You missed fire with the pistol, and ynii are aiming' at him

with a field-piec(>. >radame du Val-Xolde is a friend of

Madame ue Champy"!?
'
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'|i. vil tiik.- it. 1 niiisl I; ; «• . AV nul Ici fniiiHlrr." <:\\<\ I'.'V-

,;„i, t,, liiliiM-lf. -i!.' is •! li«'t!.T IIIMII lllllll I lltnu._'llt Iniii.

II, :- pl.iMn.i: rn.-; \\r t;ilk- "f i'tliiii; iih' ^'". ami he goes oil

>,,.ii.iii^' III!' tilali."

• W.liy :i>kr(l Ciirl'w Willi a iniiL'iM.Tial air.

•Muiisiiur. it is true t!ial 1 lia\>- Ih'^'II ><. f^.-li-li a> t" serk

;, UMl-lilll ill Mutl>irlir .I.' Nll.'ill^" Il'> iM'tinnf. lirrilU-' ll'' waS

'i„|f 111,1,1 uiil, luvc. That i~ thr rau-r MJ- M,v Imim- -hi of

i ,^,,r. f.ii- it W'liltl Mviii that >\\\\\>' un.uiiMMoii-iy 1
toiuhfd

-.iiir iiii|inrlaiit iiitfi'i'-ts.

'I'll' ntHccr (if the law miKiiiHil inniii>\al>lr.

••r,i,i afirr lifty-tun vcar-" rxjMTii'iir.'.'" rrvrailr wi'iit on,

I knnu tiir polin' wi'li' (nn,ii:ii to Iimm- InM ni.v liaiid after

. . I.luuiii- iqi I had from M..iiMour U- I'lvfri. who, no .louht,

,,i- ri'dit

iUII'i

II "i, vou would give up this fancy if Monsieur h- I'r.'fct

vd i"t of vou? That, I tlnnk, woidd !» ih" hrst proof

.,, <-oiiM i:ive (d" the sinccritv «,.' wliat you >ay."

-11. • 1. ^".MiK it : lie is -oilier It
:•• thou-ht I'ryrade, "Ah!

;> .ill ili;nV holy, tlie police to-day i> a match for that of

M.'ii-it'iir I.enoir."

• (uve it upy said he aloud. "I will wait till I have Moii-

.,,,, le i'lefefs orders.— iiut here we are at the hotel, if you

.• -i; In (iiine up."

-WlMPe do you llnd the money?"' said Carlos point-blank,

u i;h a -apK'ious jfhince.

MMiLMcur, I have a friend
"

•(,rt along," said Carlos; "go and tell that story to an ex-

.iiuniiiig magistrate I

'

Ihi^ audacious stroke on Carlos' part was the outeomo

of one of those calculations, so simple that none but a man

pf !ii> temper would have thought it out.

\t a very early hour he had sent Lucien to Madame de

S ri>v"s. Luci.'U had heg>rei1 the Count's private' seeri'tary

.1- fn.m the Count—to go and ..htain from the Prefet of

r-licr full particidars concerning the atrent en.ploved hv the

i;.:ron de Nucingen. The secrt-tary came hack provided with
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a note concorning Pi'yradt', a copy of the siiiiiiiiar}' noted on

the hatk of his record:

—

"In the police forcf since 1778, havin<,' come to Pari? from

AvijrTion two years previously.

"Without money or character; possessed <>f certain State

secrets.

"Lives in the Rue des Moineaux under the name of Can-

qufH'lle, the name of a little estate wher^^ his family resides

in the department of Vaucluse; very respectalile people.

"Was lately iiKpiired for hy a <rrand-ne]ihr\v named Theo-

dore de la I'eyrade. (See the report of an agent, Xo. 37 of

the Documents.)"

"He must he the .Tian to whom Oontenson is plaving the

mulatto servant!" cried Carlos, when Lucien returned with

other information hesides this note.

Within three hours this man. with the cnersry of a Com-

niaiuler-in-Chief. had found, hy Paccard's help, an innocent

accomplice capal>le of playing the part of a gendarme in dis-

guise, and had got himself up as a y)eace-o!!icer. Three times

in the cinich he had thought of killing P(>yrade. hut he had

made it a rule never to cominit a murder witli his own hand:

he promised himself that he would get rid of Peyrade all in

good time hy pointing him out as a millionaire to some re-

leased convicts ahout the town.

Peyrade aiul his Mentor, as they went in. heard Conten-

son's voice arguing with ^fadame du Val-Xohle's maid. Pey-

rade signed to Carlos to remain in the outer room, with a

look meant to convey : "Thus you can assure yourself of my
sincerity."

"Madame agrees to evervthinsr.'' said Adele. "Madame is

at this moment calling on a friend. Madame de Champy, who

has some rooms in the Rue Taithout on her hands for a year,

full of furniture, which she will let her have, no douht.

Madame can receive Mr. .lohnsou more suitahly tliere, for the

furniture is still very decent, and monsieur might huy it for

inadame bv coming to an agreement with Madame de

Champy."
'
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b^

"Vorv ^'ootl, inv f,nrl. If tliis is not a joh of flwcing, it is

;, l„t of' the w.M.l." Slid the mulatto to tin; astonislu'd woman.

••However. \vt' will ii" ^•>'"'^'''
, . ,, , T>,

..That i< your (larkev all over I" cried Ma.lemoi.-elle Adelo.

-II vour nal.oh is a uahuh, he can very well atford to give

„n„la.ne the furniture. The lease ends in April 1830; your

i,;il,<,h niav renew it if he likes."

.-1 an, quite willing," said l>eyrade. speaking trench with

n strong English accent, as he came in and tapped the woman

on the shoulder. ,• i i ,

11,. cast a knowing look hack at Carlos, who replied by

an assenting nod, understanding that the nabob was to keep

"'u!,'t"t\'i"!''"s'cone suddenly changed its aspect at the entrance

„f , „,,vson oyer whom neither Carlos nor IVyrade had the

l.aM power. Corentin sud.lenly came in. He had found

,!,.. door open, and hmked in as he went by to see how his old

fiHiid iilaved his part as nabob.

-Tl,,' I'refet is still bullying me!" said Peyrade m a

u!„.per Corentin. "Ho has found me out as a nabob.

-Wr will spill the Prefet," Corentin muttered in reply.

Tlun after a coo' how he stood darkly scrutinizing the

""••Stav'here till I return," said Carlos; "I will go to the

1 -rrfe.nire. 1 f you do not see me again, you may go your own

""ll,vin.r said this in an undertone to Peyrade, so as not to

Muniliate hint in the presence of the waiting-ma.d ('arlos

u,,,t a .ay. m^t caring to remain under the eye of the new-

,,„n(.r. m" whom he detected one of those fair-haired, blue-

,.\r,l men. coldly terrifying.
i> -f ^ "

"

"That is the peace-othcer sent after me by the 1 relet,

said Pevrade. ,, , • ^ ^ „
•That

•'"
said Corentin. "You have walked into a trap.

That .nan has three packs of cards in his shoes
:
you can see

li.at by the place of his foot in the shoe; besides, a peace-

otlicer need wear no disguise."
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('i)rontin hurried downslairs to verify his suspicions: Car-
los wii> gi'iiiii^^ into tile liy.

"Hallo I Monsieur TAltiK'!" eried Corentin.

Carlos looked around, saw Corentin, and got in quickly.

Still, Corentin had time to say:

"That was all I wanted to know.—(^uai Mahniuais," he

shouted to the driver with diabolical mockery in his tone

and e\pressi(ni.

"I am doiu'
I"'

said .Factjues Collin to himscit". "Thoy have
got me. I must <:et ahead of them hy sheer pace, and, above

all, find out what they want of us."

Corentin had >ccii the Abije Carlos Herrera five or six

times, and the niaiTs eyes were unforgettable. Corentin had
suspected him at once from the cut of his shoulders, then by
liis pulfy face, and the trick of three inches of added height

gained by a heel inside the shoe.

"Ah I old fellow, they have ilrawu you," said Corentin, find-

ing no one in the room hut Peyrade and (,'outenson.

"Who?" crii'd Peyrade. with metallic liardue,-;s; "1 will

spend my last days in putting him on a gridiron and turning
him on it."

"It is the Abbe Carlos Ilerrera, the Corentin of Spain, as

I suppose. This exi)lains evi'rything. The Spaniard is a

demon of the first water, who has tried to make a fortune for

that little young man by coining money out of a pretty

baggage's bolster.— It is your lookout if you think you can
measure your skill witli a man who seems to me the very devil

to deal with."

"Oh I" exclaimed Conteiison, ''he hngered the three hun-
dred thousand francs the day when Kstlier was arrested;

he was in tlu' cab. I remember those eyes, that brow, and
those marks of the smallpox."

"Oh! what a fortune my Lydie might have had!" cried

Pcyiade.

"You may still play the nabob." said Corentin. "To keep
an eye f)n Esther you must keep up her intimacy with Val-
Xoble. She was reallv Lueien"s mistress."

,5,a ..> ,£?
"
j;>/!;t-.ii. . -C-s *:.--<*»• i,'^ » :Jl^A *ffl m
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"They have got more than five hundred thousand fraius

,„it of N'luingen already," said Couteiison.

'•
\iul ttiey want as much again." Corcntm went on. "

1 lie

i;„|„.mj„v estate is to cost a million.—Daddy." added he,

^lappinfT IVvrade on the shoulder, "you may get more than

i, hundred thousand francs to settle on Lydic."

••Dont tell me that. Corentin. H your scheme should fail,

1 .iuniot tell what 1 might not dc
"

-Vou will have it hv to-morrow perhaps! The AUbe, my

drar fellow, is most astute; we shall have to kiss his spurs;

hv is a very superior devil. But T have him sure enough.

!i,. is not a fool, and he will knock under. Try to be a

.ral.v as well as a nabob, and fear nothing."

In the evening of this dav, when the opposing forces had

n„.i fa.r to face on U'vel ground, Lucien spent the evening

nt tin. lIAtel Grandiieu. The ].arty was a large one. In the

fa,., of all the assembly, the Duchess kept Lucien at her side

fur <Mine time, and Wiis most kind to him.

••Vou are going awav for a little while?" said she.

••V.s. Madame la i)uchesse. My sister, in her anxiety

to uromote mv marriage, has made great sacrifices, and I

l,;,v,. lH.en enabled to rej.nrchase the lands of th,. Kubempres,

tu reconstitute the whole estate. But 1 have found in my

l'arr< lawver a verv clever man. who has managed to save

„,. fnrni the extortionate terms that the holders would have

a-krd if thev had known the name of the purchasc-r."'

"Is there" a chateau?" asked Clotilde, with too broad a

smile.

'"lliere is something which might be called a chateau :
tint

tlie wiser plan would he to use the building materials in the

construction of a modern residence."

Clutilde's eyes blazed with happiness above her smile of

satisfaction. . „

"You must plav a rubber with my father thi^ evening.

lid she. "In a" fortnight I hope you will be asked to

limner."

I
I
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It-ar sir," said tlit- Due dc (lraii<llioii, "I an
told that you have l)ouirht the cstati' of I{ulifiii|ir6. I con-

fi^ralulatc you. It is an answer to those who say you are in

debt. We !)ii,Mvi<,'s, like France or KnLfland, are allowed t-

have a puhlie delit ; hut men of no fortune, beginners, y
see, inav not assume that privi le<r(..

indeed. Monsieur le Due, I still owe five hundred thou-
sand francs on niv land.

'Well, well. vmu mus t marry a wife who can bring you
the money; but you will have some dittieulty in finding a

match with si ^h a fortune in our Faui)ourg, where daughters
do not get large dowries."

•Their name is enough," said T.uoien.

*We are only three wisk nlavcplayers—^laufrigneuso, d'Espard.
and I—will you make the fourth?" said the Duke, pointing
to the eard-table.

Clotilde e: me to the table to watch her father's game.
"She expects me to believe that she means it for me," said

the Duke, patting his daughter's hands, and looking round
at Lueien, who remained tpiite grave.

Luoien, Monsienr d'Kspard's partner, lost twenty louis.

"My dear mother," said Clotilde to the Duchess, "he was
so judicious as to lose."

At <deven o'clock, after a few affectionate words with
MadiMnoiselie de (Jrandlieu. Lueien went home and to bed.

thinking of tlie complete triumph he was to enjoy a month
hence: for he ha ! not a doubt of being accepted as Clotilde's

lover, and married Itefore Lent in is;i().

On tlie morrow, when Lueien was smoking his cigarettes

after breakfast, sitting with Carlos, who had become mucli

depressed. M. de Saint-Ksteve was announced—what a touch
of irony—wlio liegired to see either the Alibe Carlos Herrera
or Monsieur liUcien de Huiiempre.

"Was he told downstairs tliat I had left Paris?" cried the

Abbe.

"Ves. sir," replied the groom.

"Well, then, you must see tho man," vaid he to Lueien.
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'•lint do not eny a single comproniisinfj word, do not let a

.-i;,Mi 1)1" surprise escape you. 11 is the enemy."

••^uu will overhear me," said Lvieien.

Carlos hid in the adjoining room, and through the crack

of tiie door he saw Corentin, whom he recognized only by his

\iiiir. such powers of transformation did the great man
[idSMSs. This time Corentin looked like an old paymaster-

rfiuTal.

"1 have not the lionor of being known to you, monsieur,"

Ctiniitin began, "but
"

"ivxcase my interrnptiiig you, monsieur, but
"

"Hut the matter in point is your marriage to Mademoiselle

Cl.itilde de (Jrandlieu—which will never take place," Coren-

tin added eagerly.

Lucien sat down and made no reply.

"You arc in the power of a man who is able and willing

:v.\i\ ready to prove to the Due de (irandlieu that the lands of

{{ulii'inpre are to be paid for with the money that a fool has

l:'viii your mistress. Mademoiselle Esther," Corentin went on.

"it will lie (piite easy to find the miimtes of the legal opinions

in virtue of which Mademoiselle Ksther was summoned ; there

arc ways too of making d'Estourny speak. The very clever

ni.ihii iivres employed against the Baron de Xucingen will be

I'luught to light.

"As yet all can be arranged. l\:y down a hundred thou-

.-aiid francs, and you will have ])eace.—All this is no concern

"f mine. I am only the agent of those who levy this black-

mail ; nothing more."

Corentin might have talked for an hour; Lucien smoked

hi? cigarette with an air of perfect indifTerence.

"Monsieur," replied he, "I do not want to know who you

arc. for men who undertake such jobs as these have no name

—

iil any rate, in my vocabulary. 1 have allowed you to talk at

vi'ur leisure; 1 am at home.—You seem to me not bereft of

( nimon sen.se; listen to my dilemma."
inhere was a pause, during which Lucien met Corentin's

< ii-like eye tixed on him with a perfectly icy stare.
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'Eilhor vou arc hiiililin'' mi facts that arc absolutely false,

iiifl I need
I
)av IK) tieed to them aid Lucicii ; or vou are in

tlic ntrlit ; and in that can', hy jiivin^' ynii a hundred thou-

sand francs, I put yu in a posit inn to a>k nic for as many

hiindr(>d thousand francs as your employer can find Saiut-

Esteves to ask for.

"However, to i)iit an end, once for all, to your kind inter-

vention, 1 would have you know that I, l.ucien de Ruhempre,

fear no one. I have no pjirt in the joi)l)ery of which you

speak. If the <irandliciis make diirKultics, there arc other

yoiin;; ladies of very jzood family ready to he married. After

all, it is no loss to me if I remain siii<,dc, especially if, as you

ima<:ine, I deal in idank hills to such advantage."

"if ^lonsicnr IWhlie ("arlos Ilcrrcra
"

"Monsieur,"' Lucien jiut in, "the Al)be Ilerrora is at this

moment on the way to Spain. He has nothing to do with my

marriage, my interests are no conctTn of his. That remark-

able statesman was good enough to assist me at one time with

his advice, but he has reports to present to His Majesty the

King of Spain : if you have anything to say to him, I recom-

mend you to set (mt for Madrid."'

"Monsieur,"" said ("orentin plainly, "you will never be

Mademoiselle Clotilde de (irandlicu's luisband."'

"So much the worse for her I"" replied Lucien, impatiently

pushing (*orentin towards the door.

"Vou have fully considered the matter?" asked Corentin

coldly.

"Monsieur. I do not recognize that you have any right

either to meddle in my atl'airs, or to make nii' waste a cigar-

ette,"' said Lucien, throwing away his cigarette that had gone

out.

"Good-day, monsieur," said Corentin. "We shall not meet

again.—But there will certainly be a moment in your life

when you would give half your fortune to have called me

back from these stairs."

In answer to this threat, Carlos made as though he were

cutting otr a head.
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"N'dw to business I" cried lie, lookinj; at Lucieii, who was

ii- whiif as ashes after this dreadful interview.

If aiiionp the small number of my readers wlio take nn in-

ti n-f in the moral and pliihisophical side of this book there

-hniilil be only one ea])ahle of believing; that the Raron de

\ii( iiii,rcn was lia[)i)y, that one would prove how diniiult it is

Im . \plain the heart of a courtesan by any kind of physiolog-

ical t'oriiiula. Ksther was resolved to make the poor million-

am pav dearly for what ho called his day of triumph. And
,it the l)ei:inninjr (d" February iS;!!! the house-warming party

liail not yi't been given in the "little palace."

'"Will,'" said Ksther in confidence to her friends, who re-

praiid it to the Uaron, "1 shall ojten house at the Carnival,

ami I nieaii to make my man as hajipy as a ('ock in plaster."

'i'be phrase became |)roverl)ial among women of lu'r kidney.

The Haroii gave vent to much lamentation ; like married

liH n. he made himself very ridiculous, he began to complain

In his intimate friends, and his dissatisfaction was generally

known.

K>tli<r, meanwhile, took qnite a serions view of her position

i~ the I'ompadour of this prince of speculators. She had

;.';\(ii two or three small evening parties, solely to get Liieien

I'll" the house. Lousteau, Hastignac, du Tillet, Hixiou,

N.iihan. the Comte de Brambourg—all the cream of the

li --pated crew—fre(piented her drawing-room. And, as

I'.i'iing ladies in the piece she was playing. Ksthi>r accepted

i lilia. Florentine, Fanny [ieaui)re. and Florine—two dancers

" '1 two actresses—besides Madame du Val-Xoble. N'othing

M !» more dreary than a courtesan's home without the spice

it iivalry, the display of dress, and some variety of type.

In >i\ weeks Esther had become the wittiest, the most amus-
i'LT. the loveliest, and the most elegant of those female pariahs

wl n form the class of kept women. I'laced on the pedestal

'' at hi (.ime her. she enjoyed all the d(diglits of vanity which
' -I itiate women in general, but still as one who is raised above
'!'

I (a'it*' by a secret thought. She cherished in her lieart an

*^- *
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uw.v^i' of lier?olf whiili slic jjloricil in, whilo it iiiado Iut

l)liisli; tlu' hour wlicn slic must iibdifiitc w.is ever present to

her (Mii^ciousnt's.-; tliiis ^lie lived a double life, really seorniiiK

lierseir. Her sar(ii>tie remarks were tiiij,u'd by the temper

whieh was roused in her by the intense eoiitempt felt by the

Anjiel of Love, liiddeii intlie eourtesan, for the disgraceful

and odious part played l)y the l)ody in the presence, as it were,

of the soul. At once actor and sptrtator, victim and judire,

she was a living reiilization of the beautiful Aral)ian Tales,

in whieh a noble creature lies hidiK'n under a (h'grading form,

and of which the type is the story of N'e!)U(hadnezzar in the

hook of iM.ok>—the r.iiile. Having granted herself a lease of

life till tiie day after her inlidelity, the victim might surely

play awhile with th(> executioner.

Moreover, the enlightenment that had come to Esther as to

tlie secretly disgraceful means by which the Baron had made

his (-(dossal fortuiu' relieved iier of every scruple. She could

play the part of Ate, the goddess of vengeance, as ("arlos said.

And so she was by turns enchanting and odious to the banker,

who lived (.nly f(ir lier. When the Maron had been worked up

to such a pitch of sulTering tliat he wanted only to be (pit of

Esther, slie brouglit him round by a scene of tender atfection.

Herrera, making a great show of starting for Spain, had

gone as far as Tours. He had sent the chaise on as far as

Bordeaux, with a servant inside, engaged to ]>lay the part of

master, and to wait for him at Bord(>aux. Then, returning by

diligence, dressed as a comm(>rcial traveler, he had secretly

tak(Mi up his abode under Ksther's roof, and thence, aided by

Asie and Europe, carefully directed aM his machinations,

keeping an eye on every one, and esj)ecially on Peyrade.

About a fortnight l)efore the day chosen for her great mi-

tertainment, which was to l>e given in the evening after the

first opera ball, the cour' sin, whose witticisms were begin-

ning to nu\ke her feared, liappened to be at the Italian opera,

at the back of a box which the liaron—forced to give a box-

had .secured in the lowest tier, in order to conceal his mistress.

and not to flaunt her in jjublic within a few feet of Madame
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(If Nik ingoii. K^thor bad taken Ikt stmt, so as to "rake" that

u( Madame do St-rizy, whom Lucieii almost invariably acconi-

|Miiii(l. Thf poor f;irl made licr whulr happiness centre in

o.ai( lung I.iK'ien on 'I'uesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays by

M.i.liiine de Serizy's side.

Al about half-past nine in the eveninj? Esther could st e

l.iii nn enter the Countess" box, with a care-laden brow, pale,

,!!,.! with almost drawn features. These symptoms of mental

,iii,:.nii-h were legible only to Ksther. Tiie knowledge of a

iii,iii> countenance is, to the woman who loves him, like that

iif I lie sea to a sailor.

iiood (iod ! what can be the matter? What has happened?

lii.c:- he want to speak with that angel of hell, who is to him

:i guardian angel, and who lives hidden in an attic between

ilio>e of Europe and Asio?"

Tormented by such reflect ions, Esther scarcely listened to

I'.f imisic. Stiil le<s, it may be believed, did >he listen to the

|;,iri.ii. wlio held one of his ••.\nchers" hands in both his,

t.ilkmg to her in his horrible I'olish-.Jewish accent, a jargon

uhich nuist be as unpleasant to read as it is to hear spoken.

••llsther,-' said he. releasing her hand, and i)ushing it away

uitli a sliiiht touch of temper, "vou do not li.-^teii to me."

"1 tell vou what. Baron, you blunder in love as you gibl)er

V; |-'lTllcll."

Drr Uufvl!"

•i am not in my boudoir here. T am at the opera. If you

>'i [V not a barrel made by lluret <ir Fiehet, metamorphosed

'i:tM a man bv some trick of nature, you would not make so

M II. h noise in a box with a woman who is fond of music. I

.:..ti"t listen to you? I should think not! There you sit rus-

MiMLT my dress like a cockchafer in a i)aper-bag, and making

I
• laugh with contempt. You say to me. 'You are so ])retty,

I -in'uid like to eat you 1' Old simpleton! Supj)osing I were

! i s!v to vou. 'You are less intolerable this evening than you

. !v vesterdav—we will go homei'"—Well, from the way you

;,,iiT ;'ii,,] sigh—for T feel you if I don"t listen to you— I per-

i i\e that you have eaten an enormous dinner, and your diges-

i6
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tion is at work. I,ct me iiistriict v(>ii--l'(ir I cost vdm cmoui'Ii

to iii\r sonic iidvicc for wmr money now iiml then— let nic li!|

you, my ilcjn- fcHnu, thai a man whose diu'cstion is so troiil)h

some as yours is. is not justKied in tclliii;,' his mistress tlia =

slic is |irclly at iniM'cinl', hours. An ohi >ohlier died of thai

vci-y folly 'in the ai-tii- of 1,'clitrion,' as I'doinh't has it.

"It is now ten o"( h., k. Von liinslied dinner at dii 'PiUet's

at nine o'elo. k. uiih \oiir |M^eon the Comle de liramhouf;,'

:

you have niiilions and trnllles to di^'e>t. Come to-morrow
iii;.dit at ten."*

"\'at you are cruel I" cried the Maron. recognizing tho pro-
found truth of this medi.al argument.

'Cruel!" echoed I-:~ther. still lo.iking at Lucien. '[lave
you not con.-ulted I'.ianchon. I)e>|>lein. old llaudrv?—Since
y<iu have iiad a glimp.-e of future happiness, do you know
what you seem liki' to me?"
"No—vat !'"

"A fat old fellow wra|)]ied in llannel, who walks overv hour
from his armchair to the window to see if the thermometer
has ri.-icn to the degree marked 'Slll,-ii'iinns,' t\\v temperatiir(>

prescrihed hy his |'hysi( ian."

"You are reall\ an ungrateful slut I" cried the I?aron, in

ilespair at hearing a tunc, whicli, however, amorous old men
not uiifre(|iienily hear at the opera.

"Cngratcful !" retorteil Iv-ther. "What have you given me
till now? .V great deal of annoyance. Come, pa|»a I Can i

he ])roud of you? ^'oii I you are |)rou(l of mo; I wear vnur
livery and i>adge with an air. You paid my dehts? So you
did. ]>ut you have grat)he(l so many millions—come, you
need not sulk; you admitted that to nie—that you nood not

think twice of that. .\nd this is your chief title to fame. A
baggage and a thief—a well-assorted couple!

"You have huilt a splendid cage for a parrot that amusot!
you. (io and a>k a Brazilian cockatoo what gratitude it owes
to the man who phu-ed it in a gilded cage.- Don't look at mo
like that ; you are just like a liudilhist l^onze.

"Well, you show your red-and-white cockatoo to all Paris.
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Villi >iiv. 'I)(ic< imvliiuh .'Im ,11 I'iiris own >ii( li ii irrol r Ainl

|,.u ufll It talks, Ik.w ( vrrly it |ii(k> \\< word-!" If '\n

'i'\',':i'[ (citiics ill. il siv- at liiici'. 'ii •Mn. Iiitir >\vimll»'r?'—

Win. Villi arc as liappy as .1 1 Mitrlnnaii ^Im Ii.h f^niwt^ an

iiini|iii' tiilip. as an oM iialmh |irn«iiinfil ui'' in A-ia Ky l''ii;:-

liinl. ulirn a cnirinici'iial travi'liT -rlls liiiii the lir-t Swiso

Miiir-linN that ujicns in ttn<r |)lacr-

'^'i.ii want to vvin my li'-ail - Will, now, I .vill trll ynii

lii.u U> ijii It."

'•Sjitak, ^pcak. ilcrc i- Mitin<,' i sliall nut do for you. I lofc

t.. Iir t'oolnl by you."

•'ill voiuiLr, I"' liandsonic, I- lik' l.nricn do UutM'uipn- ovit

tlnrv liv your wife, and you shall havo ;:ratis what you can

niAi r Ipuv with all your millions I"

•! >hall {fo "vav. for roally \o\i arc too !»at (lis evening!"

-•iiil the hanker, with a len;,'thei\e(| face.

•\'irv well, <,'ood-nii:hl then,' said Ksther. •'I"' 11 (Jeor hcs

I' iriiir.e voui j)illows \cry liij.di and i>la<'e your feet low. for

.Mil look ajioplectic this cveiiinj:.— ^'ou cannot say, my dear,

ihiit I take no inten-t in your health."

'I'lie Baron was .-tandin^' up, ami held tlu' door-knoh in his

h:illil.

••Here, Xucinj.'en," said i-'sther. uitli an imperious <r('stii e.

The Karon i)ent over her with do;_'-like devotion.

|>n \i.ii want to see me very sweet, and ixivin.ir yon <u,t,'ar-

.indwatcr. and petting you in my house, this very e niiig.

"Id mon-ter?"

••^uii shall hreak my heart I"

•'Hi. ilk vour heart—you mean hore yon." she wfnt on.

• W'l II. Iiring me Lucien that I may invite him to our liel-

t-tii; :ir"> feast, and y(Ui may he sure he will not fail to tome.

ir > Ml Miccecd in that little transaction. I will tdl yoii that

I InNv von. mv fat Frederic, in sui ' plain terms that you

I iM.ot hiit lu'lieve me."

••You ;ire ein enchantress." said the Uamn. ki-.-in.<r I'.-ther's

i.'ln\e. "I -hould he villiiiL' to listen to a' um for em h-"ir if

.ilvavs der vas a kiss at de »'iit of it."
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"Hut if r urn not .ilicvi'd, i-
-"' and >\u' tlircaiincd the

Barnti with lur finL,'''!' i'^ "•• tlircatni cliiidrcn.

'I'lii' nari)!) rai-nl hi- h' ail like a hird iau;,dit in a sprin;;i'

and iniph'riiii,' the tra|>|M'r's pity.

"Dear llravrii! What ails Lncicii ?" said slio (o hom'lf

whi'ti she wa- aliitif, niakini,' no attempt to check her falliiiL'

tear!'; "I ncNcr saw him so sad."

This is what had happened to Lncien that very evening.

At nine o'clock lie had u'one out. as he did every eveninjr,

in his lironj,diani to lto to the Hotel de (irandlien. rsin<; his

sa(Mle-liorse and cah in the niorniii;,' only, like all younj,' men.

he had hircil a hroii^'hani for winter eveninf^s. and had cliosen

a lirst-cla-s carriajre and splendid horses from one of the Ix'st

joh-masters. I'or the last month all had ;:on(' well witli him:

he had dined with iIm' (Iramlliens three times: the Duke was

deliudilfnl t<i him: his shaies in the Omnihns Comjiany, sold

for three hundred thonsand francs, had paid olT a third more

of the price of the land : Clolilde de (irandlien, who dressed

beantifnlly now, reddened inch thi(k when he went into the

room, and loudly proclaimed her attachment to him. Some

ptTsoiiajres of lii,i,di estate di-c iis>ed their marriai^e as a proha-

hle event. The Due de Clianlieu, formerly Amhassador to

Spain, and now for a short while Minister for Forcij^n Atfairs,

had ))romised the Duche-sc de (Irandlieu that ho would ask

for the title of Manpiis for liUeicn.

So that evening:, after dinintr with Madame do Sorizv,

Luoion had drivi^n to the I'aubonrj: Saint-dermain to pay Ins

daily visit.

lie arrives, the eoachnnin calls for the jiiito to ho oponeil.

he drives into the courtyard and stops at the stops. Lucie!!,

on pottinp out, remarks four other carriaL'es in waiting. On

sooing ^[onsienr do Huhempre, one of the footmen placed to

open and shut the hall-door comes forward and out on to the

stops, in front of the door, like a soldier on guard.

"His Oraoo is not at homo,'' says he.
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'MadaiiH' la DucIk'ssc is n'criving coiiipany." ohstTvea

IiU( It'll to tlu' MTvanl.

"MiiduMU' la l)u( licssf is j^ont' out," n'plit's the man Rol-

tinlily.

"Madi'moipi'lh' Clotililt'
"

i do not think that Madcinoisfllo Clotildc will see you,

iii'iii-iriir, in thi- ah.-ciiti' of Madann' hi Duciu'ssc"

"Hilt thiTf art' i»co|ilf licrc," niilii's Lncicn in flismny.

"I do not know, sir," says thi- man. (ryinj,' to seem etupid

;iiid to bf respect fn I.

There is iiothinj,' more fatal than eti(|uette to those who

n>:;ird it as the most formidable arm of social law. Liicien

immI\ interpreted tlie ineaninjr of tiiis scene, so disastrous to

Iiiiii. The Duke and [)iicliess would not admit liim. He
I'tit the spinal marrow freezinji in the core of his vertebral

(i.hirnn, and a sickly cold sweat bedewed his brow. The con-

\rrsatioii had taken jjlace in the |)resence of liis own body-

sirviint. who held the door of tlie brou^diam, doubting

wliether to shut it. Lucien si;,Mied to him that he was going

auay again ; but as he stei)ped into the carriage, he heard the

noise ,){ ju'ople coining downstairs, and the servant called out

lirM. -.Madame la Duchesse de Chaulieu's people," then "Ma-

tlaine la Viconitesse de (irandlieu's carriage!"

Lucien merely said, "To the Italian o|)era" ; but in spite of

his iiaste, the luckless dandy could not escape the Due de

("liaulieu and his son, the Du(! de Rhetore, to whom he was

obliged to bow. for they did not speak a word to him. A
giviii ( Mia.-tropiie at Court, the fall of a formidalile favorite,

!ius ere now been pronounced on the thre?hold of a royal

^lu.ly. in one word from an usher with a face like a plaster

tti>l.

'How am I to let my adviser know of this disaster—this

iii>t;int y" thought Lucien as he drove to the opera-

lii>u~e. "'What is going on?"
lie nuked his brain with conjectures.

T]ii> was what had taken place. That morning, at eleven

o I Idck, tl;e Due de (irandlien, as he went into the little room
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where tlie family all breakfasted together, said to Clotilde
after kissing her, "('mil further orders, my child, think no
more of the Sieur dc !{iilM'iiij)re."

Then lie had taken tlie Dueiiess by the hand, and led iier

into a window recess to say a (v\v words in an undertone,
which made poor Clotihle turn jjaie; for she watched Iht
mother as siic listened to the Duke, and saw her expression of
extreme sur|)rise.

"Jean," said the 1 )uke to (me of his servants, "take this note
to Monsieur !• Due de Clianlieu, and bi .,' liim to answer by
you. Yes or No.— I am asking him to iline here to-day," he
added to his wife.

Breakfast had been a most meianclioly meal. The Duchess
was meditative, the Duke .-eemed to be vexed with himself,
and Clotilde could witli dillicully re.-irain Iier tears.

"My child, your fatlier is right ; yon mu^t ol)ey him," the
mother had said to tiie daugiiter with much emotion. "I do
not say as he does. 'Tiiink no more oj' l.ucieii." .\o—for [

understand your sullVriiig"

—

("lotible kissed her mother's
hand—"but 1 do say, my darling. Wait, take no step, suffer in

silence since you love him, and put your trust in voiir parents'

care.—(ireat hidies, my child, are great just becau.se they can
do their duty on every occasion, and do it nolilv."

"But what is it about Y' asked Clotilde as white as a lily.

"Matters too serious to be di>cussed with you, mv dearest."

the Duchess replied. "For if tluy are untrue, vour mind
would be unnecessarily sullietl; and if they aiv true, you must
never know them."

At six o'clock the Due de Cliaulieu had come to join the
Due de (Jrandlieu, who awaited him in his study.

"'i'ell me. Henri"— for the Dukes were on the mo-^t familiar
terms, and addres.^ed each other i)y tluir Christian names.
This is one of the siuides invented to mark a degree of inti-

macy, to repel ilie audacity of French l',;miliaritv. and hu-
miliate conceit

—
"tell me. Henri. I am in -udi a desperate

dilliculty tiiat ! can only ask advice of an ohi friend who un-
derstands business, and you have practice and experience.
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Mv (l;iu<:l!l 'lotildc. a:? you know, is in love willi that little

l.'iilii inpn . \. 'Ill i have Ikvii altiiost coinpflK'd to aeccpt as

li,
;• iinuiii.-'i! !iu>lia!i(!. I have always i.fen averse to tlie mar-

jLiU' : however. Madame th' (iraiidlieti eoiild not hear to

ili\\;iit ClotildcV |)a>>ioii. When thi' yi>un;r follow had re-

pun ha^d Ihc family e.-talc and paid three-cpiarters of the

[iiKc, i could make no further ohjeetions.

•Ihil la>t evrnin.i: 1 icrei\ed an anonymous letter—you

kimw liM\\ much that i,- worth— in which I am informed that

ihc MUiiii: fellow's fortune is derived from ^ome disre[)Utabk'

v.iiivc. and tiiat he is telliiif: li.'S when lie says that his sister

I- ^wnii: him the neces>ary funds for his purcliase. For my
ii,iii.i:hter's hajipiness, and for the sake of our family. I am

ii.liured !o make inipiirie-. and the means of doing so are sug-

ue-ied lo me. Here, read it."

| am entirely of your ojiinion as to the value of anonymous

I'll! I-.-, my dear Ferdinand,"' said the l»ue de Chaulieu after

n.i.linu' the letter. '-Still, though we may eontcinn them,

ue iiiuM make use of them. We must treat such letters as

u> would treat a spy. Keep the young man out of the house,

,iiid let us make in<|uiries

••| kr.ow how to do it. Your lawyer is Derville, a man in

«!:ein we have ])erfeft oontidence ; he knows the secrets of

inaM\ families, and can certainly he trusted with this. He is

ill! holiest man, a man of weight, and a man of honor; he is

(Miiiiing and wily; hut his wiliness is only in the way of busi-

iM -,-. and you need only employ him to obtain evidence you

call de]H'nd upon.

-Wi- have in the Foreign Otlice an agent of the superior

|"'l'ce who is unifpie in his ])ower of discovering State secrets;

V' iifieii ^end him on such missions. Inform Derville that

I" will have a lieutenant in the ease. Our spy is a gentleman

'. liM will api)ear wearing the riblMUi of the Legion of Honor,

.in.! l'".king like a diplomate. This rascal will do the hunt-

!!i'/: Uerville will only look on. Your lawyer will then tell

v I 1 if ihe mountain brings forth a mou<e, or if you must

'lir.w (,ver this little Hubempre. Within a week you will

k:i"W what vou are doing.""
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"The young man is not yet so far a ^larquis as to tako
off( u-o at my being "Xot at homo' for a w oi-k." said the Due
de Grandlioii.

"Above all, if you end by giving him your daughter.'' re-

plied the ]\Iinister. '"If the anonymous letter tells ilie truth,
what of that? You can send Clotilde to travel with my
daughter-in-law Miuleh'ine. wlio wants to go to Italy."

"You relieve nic inmieiisely. I don't yet know whether 1

ought to thank Vdu."

"Wait till the end."

"By the way," exclaimed the Due de (Jrandlieu, "what is

your man's name: I must mention it to Derville. Send him
to me to-morrow by five o'clock ; I will have Derville here and
put them in communication."

"His real name," said M. de Chaulieu, "is, I think, Coren-
tin—a name you must never ha-c heard, for my gentleman
will come ticketed with his otlieial name. He calls himself
Monsieur de Saint-Si)mething—Saint Yves—Saint-Valere?
Something of the kind.— You may trust him; Louis XVIII.
had perfect confidein c in him."

After this confai)ulation the steward bad orders to shut the

door on Monsieur de Ruln'mpre—which was dr)ne.

Lueien ])aced the waiting-room at the oi)era-liouse like a

man who was drunk, lie fancied himself the talk of all

Paris. He had in the Due de Hhel >re one of those unrelenting
enemies on whom a man iiiu^t smile, as be can never be

revenged, since their attacks are in coiirormity with the rules

of society. The Due de Ubetore knew the scene that had just

taken pla<>e on the outside step'; of the (Irandlieus' house.

liUeien. feeling the nec(>ssity of at once reporting the catas-

trophe to bis high ])rivy couiuillor. nevertheless was afraid

of compromising him.^elf by going to Kstlur's house, where he
might find company. He actually forgot that Esther was
here, so confused were his tboiigbts, and in the midst of so

much perple.vity he was obliged to make small talk with Ras-

tignae, who. knowing nothing of the news, congratulated him
on his approaching marriage.

m
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At this moment Nuciiigt'ii appeared smiling, and said to

Liu'icii

:

"Vill you di) iiu- de pleasure to come to see Montarae de

t'li;iinpy. vat vill infite you herself to von house-varming

[.ny—

"

•With pleasure, Baron," replied Lucien, to whom the Baron

;i|>|M'an'd as a rescuing angel.

••jifavc us," said Kstlier to Monsieur de Nucingon, when she

saw hiMi come in with Lucien. "(Jo and see Madame du Val-

.\(il)!i', whom I discover in a box on the third tier with her

iiahol).—A great many nabobs grow in the Indies," she added,

willi a knowing glance at Lucien.

"And that one," said Lucien, smiling, ''is uncommonly like

yours."

'.\n(l then," said Esther, answering Lucien with another

\'<'<k "1" intelligence, wliilc still speaking to the Baron, "bring

li. r licre with her nal)ob ; he is very anxious to make your

.!( ijiiaiiitancc. They say he is very rich. The poor woman
ii.'- ah-iady poiireij nut I know not hnw many elegies; she

. "iiiplains that lier naboli - no jsom] ; aiid if you relieve him
' i lii> l)alliist, perhaps he v\:ll sail closer to the wind."

"

"^'dii link ve ap' all tievesi" said the Baron as he went

a'iV.iv.

"What ail^ ymi. my Lucien?" asked Kstht-r in her friend's

tar. just touching it with li^r li|is as soon as the b>x door was

"1 am lost ! 1 have just been turned from the door of the

il'i'l de (iraudlieu under |)re!<'nce that no one was aiirnittfd.

1 tif l)uke and i)iiili(ss wei'(> at home, and live pairs of horses

\U'i-r I liarnping m the courtyard."

"Wliat I will the marriage not take placer" exclaimed

i'-ihtT. much agiti'.tecl. for she saw a glimp.se of Paradise.

"I do not yet know what is being plotted against me "

-My Lucien," sj'id .«he in a delicionsly coaxing voice, "why
!
• woriird about it? You can make a better match by and

I': I Will get yon tlie price of two I'states
"

<ii\i' u.-, supper to-night that 1 may be able to speak in
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sfci'ct lo ' trlus. and, almM all, invite ilic -ham I'liifjlishmaii

a ml \'al-.\olilc. Thai naiinh is m \ riiiii : 111' IS our rm my
wr uil! -Id 'lUl 'i\ him, ami we—

—

iiiit Ijicii'ii hpokc li'T uitli a j^i'sturc ><( ih'spair.

"Wi'M. «iiai I- it
'" askrd the pour u'li'L

()h ! Madaiiir ilc Srrizy sees iiir
!"'

i-rird Lufion, "and in

crown M r \voi>. ihc Due i\v IMicion'', who witni'sscd iiiv

«li^mis,-ai. is with lirr."

Ill l'a( 1. at that \cry minute, the Dm (le IJhetore was aiuus-

ini; liim-elt' with Madame di' Serizy's diseomfitiire.

"Ito \Mii allnw L.ieicn to lie .-cell ill .Vladerimisene KstherV

box!-'" said the y uiil' Duke, pointing to tli'' hox an(i to

Liieieii ; 'voii. who tak'- an interest in him. shoidd realiv tel!

iiim siieh thiiies a e not allowiiL lie may sup at lier iiouse.

he may even— Cut, in I'aet, I am no Ioiiltit surprised at the

(irandlieus" eoidne» towards ibe yoiin;^ man. 1 liave j\\>\

.scon their door >liul in his face—on the front sti'])s
"

"Women of that sort are \( ly damrerous,"" said Madame (!'

Serizy, turniiiLr lier opera-'j;lass on l-".<ther's hox.

"Yes," said the Dnke, ••as miu h hy u hat they can do as hv

what they wish
"

"They will ruin him!" cried Madanii' de Serizy. "for T am
tohl tlie\ eo-i as mu< h whether they are paid or no,"

"Not to him I" said the }ouii,ir Duke, alfectiiiLT surprise.

"Tliey are far from co>tini,' him anything; they give him
nmney at need, and all run after him."

Tile Countess" lips .-liowed a little iicrvous twitching wliicli

could Hot he included in any catei.'oi'y of siiiiii's.

"Well, iheii," said l-!silier, "c(Uiie to supper at niidnigli!.

IJriiig Ulondet and lia>tignac; let us have two amusing per-

sons at any rate; ami we \\oii"t he more than nine."

"^ou i!iu>t tliid .-ome exeiise for sending tlu' Baron to

fet( h J!ugeiiie under pretence of warning .\sio. and tell her

what has hefallen me, so that Carlos may know before he has

the iialioh liiider his claws."

"That siiall he done," said Ksther.

And thus Peyrade was ])rohalily about to find himself un-
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u iiiii^'ly iinikT th«' same n«vf witli hi- ndversary. The tigiT

I- < iiiiihg into ttu' liiin's d«'ii, and a !i(ui surmiindod bv liis

\\ ill ,'i liiicifti »«'nt i)Uik to Madame ilc StTizyV box. in-

>li;t>,l i>f tiiiMiin;; to hiiii, sniiling and arraiiginu hiT .-kin- for

hnii to .-it l)_v b«r. -he atTcctci to jiay h:in iioi tlic sligiitcst

if M'lon, hut iookrd about tin- house through her gla.-^s.

I n loiild .-It. li<i\\c\(T, liv ttie shaking "{ iwr hand that

* unto- ua.- -uffering from lun' of those lerrible erao-

- l'\ vviueh 'ilicit j>n> are ]iuid for. He wont to t.'-v front

! lio\ ;ill liie same. :iii<l sal down by ;i.t at tlio o|)|>,>sne

r. |ca\ii!- a little vacaiil -paie In-tw^-n hims''lf a''d tlie

iinie>>. Ill liaii''!! "n the Icdu'e of tile iio.x with hi- llMnv,

rr-i liig hi- chii) ,,ii h:> gh»\ed liaml ; i hen iie half turned awav,
.i;iiling lor ,1 word. I>y the middle (d' liie act the Countess
ImiI sill! neilliei' .-poken to him nor looked at him.

"I do not know, " -aid slie at last, "wli\ voii are here; vour

i
I.Mi' is in .Madenioi-c'lle l-'.-ther's ho\

"I uill go liiere." r-aid Lueien. JiMving the lio\ without

!'">k;iiL' at the ( 'oiiiite,--.

M\ deiir.'" -aid Madame dii \'al-Nohle, gomi,'' into I']sther"s

l"'s with i'rvrade, wlioj: liu' i'.ai'i'U Av Niicnej-e)! did not

!
< "L;ni/e. "I am delightid to iiitrodiae Mr. Samuel .hjluison.

11' !- a great admirer of .M. d" .Xsinngiirs talents."

iiideed, nmn.-ieur." -.iid Iv-tlier. ^mlliIlg at Pe\ rade.

• Ml Ves, hill 0)1 ." -aid l'e\ r;iile.

"Uiiy. Baron, hei'i> is a \\.i\ of siie.-iking French which is

- -iiieh like yonr> :i- the low Hi. •ton dialect i.- like that of

1'- ji.ndv. it will iie mo>t amn-mg to hear \"'i discuss

'i.'i '-y mutter-.— i)o \nu know, Mou-HMir Xahob, what I shall

ii'jiiire .if vnii if Villi are to m.ike ac'<|uaintanee with mv
i'liiriiri :"

,;ii(l I'l-thiT with a snnle.

'Ml'

—

Tliank miu -o much, you will inirodiiri :ne to Sir
'' iioiii! - -aid I'eyriuie with an extravagant l-aieli-h accent.

"'^1-- <i'.'\ -he. •you must give me the pleasure of vour
'^ iiipaiiv iit -upper. Tliere i- no pitch stroni:er than i-liam-

I'.iLMii. for ^tlcklnl; men together. It seals everv kind of i)U<i-
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ness, above all such as you put your foot in.—Come this even-

ing; you will find sonii' jollv fellows.—As for you. my little

Fmleric," she added in the Baron's oar, "you have your car-

riage here—just drive to tlie Hue Saint-(ieorges and bring

Europe to me here; I liave two words to say to her about the

supper. T have caught laicien ; he will bring two men who
will be fun.—We will draw the I'^nglishman," she whispered

to Madame du Val- Noble.

Peyrade and the Baron left the women together.

"Oh, my dear, if you ever succeed in drawing that great

brute, you will be clever indeed,'' said Suzanne.

"If it proves impossible, you must lend him to me for a

week," replied Esther, laughing.

"You would but keep him half a day," replied Madame du
Val-Xoble. "Tlie bread 1 eat is too hard; it breaks my teeth.

Never again, to my dying day, will I try to make an English-

man happy. They are all cold and selfish—pigs on their

hind legs."

"What, no consideration ?" said E.sther with a smile.

"On the contrary, my dear, the monster has never shown

the least familiarity."

"Under no circumstances whatever?" asked Esther.

"The wretch always addresses nie as Madame, and pre-

serves the most perfect coolness imagin.ii)l(' at moments when
-•cry man is more or less amenable. Tu him love-making!

—

HI my word, it is notliing more nor less than shaving himself.

Ke wipes ihe razor, [)uts it liac k in its I'iise, and h)oks in the

.ass as if he were saying, "1 have not cuf myself!'

"Then he treats me with such resjiect as is enough to send

w woman mad. That odious Milord I'otlioiler amuses himself

by making [)oor Theodore hide in my dressing-room and

stand there half the day. In short, he tries to annoy me in

every way. And as stingy !—As miserly as Gobseck and

(ligonnet rolled into one. He takes me out to dinner, but he

does not pay the cab that brings me home if I happen not to

have ordered my carriage to f("tch me.*'

"Well," said Esther, "but what docs he pay you for your

services ?"
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"Oh, my dear, positively nothing. Five hundred francs a

tiionth and not a ju'iiny inon', and the hire of a carriage.

I>iil what is it? A machine such as they hire out for a third-

nili' wedding to carry an epiciir to the Mairie, to Church,

and to tlie t'adran l)leu.—Oh, he nettU's nie with his respect.

•If I try hysterics and feel ill, he is never vexed; he only

sii\.~: 'I wish my lady to have her own way, for there is noth-

iii<,' more detestahle—no gentleman—than to say to a nice

wniiiaii, "Vou are a cotton hale, a handle of merchandise."

—

11,1. hah I Are you a meml)er of the Temperance Society and

iiiti-slavery ?' And my horror sits pale, and cold, and

hard while he gives me to understand that he has as much
ri'.-[i('(t for me as he might have for a negro, and that it has

iKithiiig to do with his feelings, hut with his opinions as an

abolitionist."

"A man cannot he a worse wretch," said Esther. "But I

will sniasii up that outlandish Chinee."

"Sma.-h him up?" replied Madame du Val-Xohle. "Xot

if he does not love me. You, yourself, would you like to ask

him for two sous? He would listen to you solemnly, and tell

you. with Ikitish precision that would make a slap in the

fai (' .f'em genial, that he pays dear enough for the trifle that

liivr can he to his poor life;" and, as In'fore, Madame du Val-

Noi)lc mimicked I'eyrade's bad French.

"To think that in our line of life we are thrown in the

way of such men!" exclaimed Esther.

"Oh, my dear, you have heen uncommonly lucky. Take

good care of your Xucingen."

"(hit your nabob must have got some idea in his head."

"That is what Adele says."

"Look here, my dear; that man, you may depend, has laid

a hit that he will make a woman hate him and pack him otf

in a certain time."

"Or else he wants to do business with Nucingen, and took

iiic up knowing that you and I were friends; that is what
\i!cl" thinks,"' answered Madame du Yal-Noble. •"That is

why I introduced him to you this evening. Oh, if only I
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could 1)0 sure vvlial he \f. at, wliat tricks I could pi
you and N u(iiif,'fn

!""

pliiy witli

All «l you don'i ;,',t aii^'i-y
?' as-kcd Iv-tlicr; "you don't speak

your niiud tiow and 1 U'll

I'ry It—you air >liar|) and Miionili.— Well, in spite of
your succtiio^, !). unuid kill m.u uitli his icv si i am
anti-slavciy.' he would say, •and \ou arc Uw.'— It' von said
the fiinnioi ihin;^'s. he woiihl uiily look at von and sav, 'Very
jrond I" and \oii Would .-ec that I

<d'

le regards you merely as a part
111' show.

"And if you turned furious?"

'"I'lie same lliini:; it would still he a siiow. Ymi might cut
him open under the left hreast without hurling him in the
least

; his internals are of tinned-iron, 1 am Mire. I told hmi
so. lie replied, 'l am ipiiie satisfied with that j)iiysieal con-
stitution."

".\nil always polite, ^^y dear, he wears gloves on his

foul . . .

'"I shall endure this martyrdom a few days longer to sati^|y
my curiosity. Hut for that. I should ha\e made I'hilipjie slap
my lord's elieek—and he has not his match as a swordsman.
There is nothing else left for it

—

—

"

"I was just going to say so," cried Hsther. "Hut you must
ascertain first tliat I'liilippe is a bo.xer; for these old Engli.-h
fellows, my dear, have a di'pth of malignity "

"This one lias no match on earth. \o, if vou could but see

him asking my commands, to know at what hour he may come—to take me hy surpri.<e. of (ourse—and pouring out respect-
ful speeches like a so-called gentleman, you would say. AVhv.
he adores her I" and there is not a woman in thi' wcirld wlio
would not say the same."

"And they eiiyy us, my dear!" ex(daimi'd Ksther.
"Ah, well!" sighed Madame du \'al-Xohle; "in the course

of our lives we learn more or less how little men value us.

But. my di'ar. I lune never been .so cruelly, so deeply, .'^o

utterly scorn«d by brutality as I am by this great skinful of
port wine.
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••When he is tip?y lu' j^ots away—'iidt to b«' unpleasant,' as

L. irlls Adi'lc, and not to Ik- "nndir two jiowtTs at onci',' wiiif

iii,i \,niiiaii. lie takos advanta^'r of niv c'arria;:f; ho iisrs it

idIiuM'. ihaii I do.—Oil 1 if onlv we could set" liiin undiT tin

.!.• \< -uiL'iit ! But lif can (lrinl< ten l)ottics and only 1h'

(1 ; w iicn 1us eves a re i"ull, lio still sees dcarlv.

.ikr |i('0]l li' whose windttws arc dirtv outside d Esther,

III w ho can see from inside what is ^'oin^r on in tlie street.

I k'lHW tiiat property in man. I»u 'I'iilet has it in the hi<,du',st

Trv to <r<'t lUi Tillet, aiul if he an.) Nucin^on between

1 onlv catch him in some of their plots, 1 should atI!m III ciiUK

|. ;i-l Ik reventred. 'i'hi'V wouhl hrinj^ him to he^'<,'ary

•Oh : mv dear, to iiave falh'ii into the hands of a hypoorit-

I I'intestant after that poor Falleix, who was so amusing,

d-natured, so full of clialT! How we 1 i.-ed to laujfh

!

li.v Miv a II stockhrokers are stupid. Well, he, for iMie, never

•W:

wit liut once

nil he left vou wi thout a sou? That is what made you

Mi^lllltl (1 with the uni)leasant side of pleasure.

liuroi"'. hroujiht in hv Monsieur de N ucm^'eti, put r.er

\ >i-iinc liead m a t the door, and after listeniufT to a few

wliisnere( I inl ler ear hvlus mistress, >lie vanished

Ai 'lair-nast eleven that even ill}', five carriaifes were sta-

1 .,.,,1 ill the Hue Saint-tJeorjjes before the famous eoiirte-

>' '- door, 'i'here was Liicien's, who had bron<rht l{a>ti<;nae,

11: M. 111. ,uid Blondet: du Tillet's, the Baron de .\iiein<reirs,

ill' \ i!mi1i"s. and Florine's—she was invited tiy du 'I'illi't.

'I'h. I |,i-rd and doubly-shuttered windows were screened by

:'
< -nlrndid ChiiicM' silk curtains. SupjuT was to he served

:i! Mil,.; wax-li,i:hts wen- bla/.iiiir. the dinintr-room and little

:-roon) displayed all their maixni licence. 'Plie |)arty

Iv three such women and
i:;Mwini

d td iorwanl to such an orjiy as on

'I iiii'n a.- these could survive. They began by playing

r..T']^. as they had to wait about two hours.

i»o you play, milord?" said du Tillet to Peyrade.
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"I liavo pliivi'il wifli ()"('(»iiiitll, Titl. Fox, Canning, Lord
Br(Hi;,'liam, Lord

"

"Say at omt- no tml of lords," paid liixioii.

"Lord Kil/uilliuiii. Lord Mlloiilioroiigli, Lord Hertford,

Lord
"

Hixioii was looking' at I'cyadf's shots, and stoofHid down.
"What arc you looking for?"" asked IWondct.

"For the sjirinj,' one must touch [•> stop tliis machine," said

Fieri nt'.

"Do you phi* for twenty francs a point?"

"I will play for as much as you like to lose."

"llo docs it well!" said Kstiier to Lucicn. "Tliey all take

him for an Knfjlishmaii."

i)u Tiliet. .\Mcin;,'eti, Peyrade. a!id Rastiirnac sat down to

a whist-tahle; i'lorine, Madame du \'al-.\ohle. Ksthcr, Bloii-

dot, and Hixiou sat round the tire chattin;,'. Lucicn spent the

time in lookiii^r Ihrou^'h a hook of due cnf,'ravinf;s.

"Supper is ri'ady," i'accard |)rcscntly announced, in maj;-

nificent livery.

!'• yradc was placed at I'lorincV left hand, and on the other

Bide of him Bixioii. whom i'lstiier had enjoined to make tlif

En^jlishnian drink freely, ami cliallcn^'c him to heat hiiii.

Bixiou 'lad the power of drinking' an indclinite (|uantity.

Xcvcr in Ids life hod I'cyrade seen such sjdendor, or tashMJ

of such cookery, or seen such line women.
"I am •;ettinf,' my money's worth ttiis evening,' for the thou-

sand crowns la \'al-N'olilc has cost me till now," thought he;

"and l)esi(ie<, 1 have jii<t won a thousand francs."

"This is an cvample for men to follow I" said Suzanne, who

was sittinji: hy Lucicn, with a wave of her hand at the spleii

dors of the dining-room.

f'sther had ])laced Lucicn next herself, and wa.s holding hi^

foot hetwccn her own under the tahle.

"Do you hear?" said Madame du Val-Xohle, addressing

Peyrade, who atfected hlindncss. "'i'his is how you ought to

furnish a house! When a man hrings millions home froiii

India, and wants to do husiness with the Xucingeus, he should

place himself on the same level."



WHAT LOVK COSTS

nine*

257

'I lirlorifj 111 a Ti'iiiponincc Socioty!"

Tl.i n Villi will ilriiik lik;- a tislil" Buid Rixioii, "for the

ai'i' iiiicDiniiiiiii l\()l. IIUCU-

ji u.i- liixidu'.s ji>t during' supper !<» IrcHt IVyradc as an

liih .. ..f his. rt'tiinifd from India.

Mniitaiiir du I'al-.N'oldi' toll xuv you shall have sonic iteas,"

,1 ! \ iiriii^rcn, scnitiiiizinp IVvradf.

"All. li i> is what 1 wanted to hear," said dii Tillet to Ras-

II.'! !!: "ilif iwi) talking; ^fihherish toj^etiier.""

^•11 will see, they will understand each other at last,"

,-.i'il liiMiiii, i:ne>sin^ what (hi 'I'lllet had said to Hastij^nae.

"Sir l>an>net, 1 have iniajxiiird a s|ie(iilation—oh! a ^ ry

r-tiifni'lalilr jol)

—

htjcoii profitiihlf and rich in profits
""

"Ninv villi will see," -aid Blondet to du 'I'lllet, '"he will not

ilk une niiniite without dra^'<.Miifj in the Parliament and the

• ;:li-h tiovernnient."

i> in China, in the oj, utn•li

la. I ki low,

trade-

aid .N'lieinL'en at on I', a:

I i>'\i y nirli

a man who is well

"Hut de Knjjlish

t hafe taken \\\) de opium trate as a means dat nhall

H Muaiiili'il with eoniniereia! j;eo^'raphy

i""i II [I China, and she shall not allow dat ve

Niuin^'en has eut him out with the (.iovernment," re-

\-'\ du Tillet to Blondet.

\h! voii have lieeii in the opium tradi'I" cried Madame
^ d "^ ihle. "Now 1 understand why yon are so nareotie;

i.i' has stuck in vour soul."

utnI 'ere I you .>;ee I" cried tlie Baron to the sdf-styled opi

ri hant. and pointing,' to Madame du A'al-N'ohle. "You are

Never shall a millionaire In' able to make a vomanllir.

hire.

1 iiavi- loved much and often, milady," replied I'eyrade.

" \.- a result of temperance." said Bi.xiou, who liad just seen

I'' wnlf finish his third bottle of claret, and now had a bottle
'

' : It wine uncorked.

'ih!" cried I'evrade, "it is verv fine, the PortU'ial of

::L.'-;mil.

i'.'-illdrt du Tillet, and Hi.xion smiled at each other. Pey-
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2r>s A COUKTESANS LIFE

radc li;i(I the power of tni vet-tying overytlung, even his wit.

Tlicri' iiic very few Kn;:lishnieii wlio will not maintain that

ii<>U\ ami .-ilver are lieiier in Hnj^'iand than elsewhere, 'i'ln'

fnuls ,111(1 e;r.i:s eximrtcd trnm .\i)rmamly to the London mar-
kel enable liie J\n;.disli to maintain that the poultry and e;f<;s

in London are superior (very finr) to those of Paris, which
eome fnim the .-aiiie di.-triet.

Ivslher and Lucien were dumfoumled hy this perfectinn
of costume. lMn<,niMi:e. and audacitv.

'I'hey all ate and drank so well and so heartilv. while talk-

iiif,' and lan<,diin<r, that it went on till four in the mornim:.
Hixiou flattered himself that he had achieved one of the vic-

tories so pleasantly related liy Hrillat-Savarin. But at the

moment when he was sayim: to himself, as he otfered h\<

"lincle" some more wine. "1 have van(piishe(l Kn^dand
!"

I'eyrade rejilied in ^rood Frencii to this malicious scotl'er.

"'J'oiijoiirs. 1111)11 fjaixou" (Oo it, my hoy), which no one heard
but Bixiou.

"Hallo, <rood men all, he is as Kn<,dish as I am!—My uncle
is a (iascon ! 1 could have no other I"

Hixiou and I'eyrade were alone, so no one heard this an-

nouncemeni. I'eyrade rolled olT his chair on to the floor.

Paccard forthwith |>icked him uj) and carried him to an attic
where he fell soiuhI asleep.

At six o'clock next eveninj,'. the Xahoh was roused by tiio

application of a wet cloth, with which his face wa< i)eim:

washed, and awoke to tind himself on a cam])-i)ed, face to

face with .\sie, weariiiir a mask and a hlack domino.
"Well, I'apa Peyrade. you and I have to settle accounts."

said she.

"Where am 1
?"' asked he, looking about him.

"I-isten to me,"" said Asie, "and that will sober you.

—

Though you do not lovo Madame du \"al-N"oblc, you love

your daughter. \ suppose?"
"My daughter?" i'eyrade echoed with a roar.

"Ves. Mademoiselle'Lydie."'

"What then?"
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•\Vh:it then: Slu; is ni) loiii,'er in tlic Kuc ties Moiiu-aiix

been (• ie(1 off.

breathed a siirli like that of a sohlier dviii^' of a

.rt.il UMtind on tlie i)attU'iiehl.

••\\ liile you were pretendin^^ to he an Kn^li>lunaii. some one

. uii- pretendin<' to he IVvrade. Voiir little Lydie tliou^dit

M- ua- with her father, and she is now in a sale \>\iu -Oh

\i>l| will lie\H r find her! unless you undo the mischief vou

1, l\e iiir-

\V!iat ini-( •hief;

y.Mrnlav Monsieur T-uoicn de TJuhenipre had the door

-iiii! ill l!i> i'aee at the Due de (irandlieu's. This is due to

Hid to the man yi-u let loose on us. Do not

.\sii' went on, seeinj: I'eyrade open his mouth.

vour dauirhter ajrain. pure and s|)otless/" she

\M!]r iiitriL'ues, i

sp.ak. ii>ten

••V ii will liavt

n.l'liil, eiiion iisizinir h<'i' >tatem( lit l)v the accent nil every

nl."iinlv nil the tlav after that on whieh Monsieur Lucien de

iJiiiM mpiv walks out of Saint-Thomas d'.\(piin as the hu.-l)am

I'!' .M;|i!el!loisel!e

iJoliiiiipre is no

iiuii-.'. vou. to iteuin wi

1

( 'lot i hie. D", within ten days Ducicn do

t admitted, as he has been, to the (irandlieus"

CiiM -a\e Mill

Mill Feci vnl

th, will die a violent death, and nothing

fpHii the fate that threatens you.—Then, when

11 have time before breathingirself dviiiLT. vou wi

\"!!r la-i to n.

ef \uv life!"

tlect. 'Mv daughter is a prostitute for the rest

'i'iimiu'h vou liave been such a fool as give u:

iiitih ,1 lU -till have sense enough to meditate on tins

this hold for

this

nil ii'ialum from our governmen

aiiv diie; 'Sn ti ) Conteiison

I i
1

1
1 'j-i 1 1 1 () 1 1 1 e

Vnur little i.vd

'I'jhitr will liegin w
ifi-iil \i, de Mar.-av.

t. Do not liark. say nothing

and change your dres-, and

Katt will tell you that at a word from you

ie went downstairs, and has not been seen

fu-s. if you take anv stei)s. your

.liere I tell vou >he will end—she is

f vou make anv

•With .ihl CaiKiuot'lle I need not mince matters, 1 should

;itik. (.r wear gloves, lieh r

—

(in oil dnwiistairs. and takt.

iar> nut In meddle in our concerns any mnre.
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Asic li'ft Povradc in a pitialili' state; cvrvy word liad been a

lilow with ii (Jul). 'I'lic spy had tears in his eyes, and tours

han<fin<,' from his eheeks at llie end of a '•."t furrow.

"They are waitin;,' dinner for Mr. .lolinson," said Eurnpo.

puttin;^ her head in a moment after.

J'eyrade mad" no reply; h(> went down, walked till he

readied a eah-stand, and hurried off to undress at Conton-

fion'.s, not -sayin^r a word to him; he resutned the costume of

T'ere ranfjuoidle, and ;,Mt liome hy eii,d)t o'clock. lie mounted
the stairs witli a healiii^r heart. Wlien the Flemish woman
heard lier master, she asked him:

"Well, and where is mademoiselle y with such simplicity,

tliat the old spy was oliliired to lean a^'ainst the wall. The
blow was niore than he could l)ear. He went into his daush-

tor's rooms, and ended by fainting-- with prief when he found

them empty, and lu'ard Katfs story, which was that of an

abduction as skilfully planned as if he had arranged it him-

self.

"Well, well,*' though he, "1 must knock under. I will be

revenged later; now 1 must go to Corentin.—This is the first

time we have met our foes. Corentin will leave that hand-

some boy free to marry an Empress if he wishes!—Yes, I

understand that my little girl should have fallen in love with

him at first sight.—Oh ! that Spanish priest is a knowing uiie.

Courage, friend Peyradel disgorge your prey!"

Till' poor father never dreamed of the fearful blow that

awaited him.

On reaching Corentin's house, Bruno, the confidential ser-

vant, who knew Peyrade, said

:

''Monsieur is gone away."'

"For a long time?"

"For ten days."

"Where?"
"I don't know."

"(Jood Cod, I am losing my wits! I ask him where—as if

we ever told them " thought he.

A few hours before thi; moment when Peyrade was to be
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m

idusfd in his fjarrct in the Rue Saint-Ooorgos. f'Drontin,

, Mimiij: iti from iiis conntn' place at I'assy, had made his way

1.1 the Due <le (Irandlieirs, in tlic eostiime of a retainer of a

MiiM nor (lass. He wore the ribbon of the Legion of Honor

,i! hi.- hutton-hoh". lie had made up a withered okl faee

uiili powdered hair, deep wrinkh's. and a coh)rk>ss skin. His

rvrs were hidden by tortoise-siiell spectacles. He looked like

:i niired otlice-elerk. On ^nviiij: his name as Monsieur de

S.iuit-henis, he was led to the I)i.ke"s private room, where lie

foiiiiil herviUe reading' a k-tter. whieh he liimself liad die-

iiteil io one of his ajrents, tlie '•iniml)er'" whose l)Usines? it

v\as to write documents. The Duke took ("orentin aside to

,ell biiii all he already knew. Monsieur de Saint-Denis lis-

iriud cnldly and respectfully, auuisinj^ hini.^elf l)y studying

thi^ irrand gentlenuin. by penetrating tl;e tufa beneatli the

velvet cover, l)y scrutinizing this being, now and always ah-

horlieil in whist and in regard for the House of ('iran<llieu.

Sucli line gentlemen are so guileless with their inferiors

that Corentin had only to lay few (piestions humbly before

Monsieur de (irandlieu to bring out liis impertinence.

"If vou will take my advice, monsieur," said Corentin to

Derville. after lieiiig duly iiilroduced to the lawyer, "we shall

set out this verv afternoon for .\ngoulenie by the Bordeaux

( i.iii h. wliich goes quite as fast as the mail ; and we shall not

iited to Slav there si.K hours to obtain the information Mon-
siiur le Due re({uires. It will be enough— if 1 have under-

stood vour Ciraci'—to ascertain whether Monsieur de Rubem-
jir( s sister and brother-in-law are in a position to give him
iwrlve hundred thousand francs?" and he turned to the Duke.

"Vou have understood me perfectly," said the Duke.

\Ve can be back again in four days," Cort'iitin went on,

aililressing Derville. "and neither of us will have neglected his

business long enough for it to suffer."

"Tiiat was he -uly diiliculty I was about to mention to

li - (iraee," said Derville. "It is now four o'clock. I am
L''>mg home to say a word to my head-clerk, ant' pack my trav-

iliug-bag, and after dinner, at eight o'clock, I will be
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r.ut .-liali vc got places :-
lie slid to Mousiour do Saint-Denis,

iiitfrrujitiii^f Iiiniscll'.

"I will ;m.-\v<r for tluit," ?aid C'urentin. "Bo in the yard
of tile I'liicf Ollice of the Messagorios at eight o'clock. If

there are no |ilaee>, tli. v >liall make some, for that is the way
to serve .Mou.-eigncur If 1 )ue de (iraiidlieu."'

'(ictitlciiieii."' .-aid the Duke most graciously, "I postpone
my thanks "

Corrntin and ilic !awy(r. taking tliis as a dismissal, bowed,
and wiihdi-i'w.

At the hn;;r when I'tyradr was ijuestioning Corentin's ser-

vant. Mon>ifiir dr Saint-Denis and Dt'rvillo, seated in the

r.ordcaux <;kh\\. ui ic studying each other in silence as they
dro\f out of l';iris.

Next morning, hetweon Orleans and Tonrs, Dorville, being
l)orcd. iiegaii to converse, and Coreiitiii condescended to anuise
him, but keeping his distance; lie left him to believe that he
was in the diiijoinnfic service, and was hoping to become
('oiisu!-(;eneral by the good otliees of the Due de (Iraiullieu.

Two days afti r having Paris, Corentin and DerviJle got out
at Mangle, to the irreat surprise of the lawyer, who thonghl
he was going to Angoulenie.

"In this little town," said Corentin, "we can get the most
positive information as regards Madame Sechard."
"Do you know her then y a>ked Derville. astonished to find

Corentin so well informed.

"I made the conduetor talk, finding lie was a native of An-
goulenie. lie tells me that Madame Sechard lives at ^farsac,

and .Marsac is but a league away from .Mansle. 1 tliought we
should lie at greater advantage here than at Angoulenie for

verifying the facts."

"And besides," thought Derville. "as Alonsieur le Dnc said,

1 act merely as the witness to the imiiiirii's made bv this con-
fidential agent

"

The inn at .Mansle, la lieUc l^fdilc. hail for its landlord one
of tliose fat and burly men whom we fear we mav finil no more
on our return

; but who still, ten vears after, are seen standiuir
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lit tli'ir door with ns innrli >ii|ifrl!iiou,- ticsli as cvit, in llif

.-;iiiii' lim i; I'.ip. tlif saiiii' aiirori, uilli tlic saiiic kiiit'c, tlit' same

i.iliil iiair, tlir .-aiiii trijilc cliiii.—all >t*Tcoty]ii'(l by novcl-

\u'i!rr- t'roiii till' iiniiiortal ( 'cfvaiilcs to the immortal Walter

Si.'tt. Are they not all hoa.-H'iil of thnr cookery? have they

n t all "whatever you |>lea>e lo onier"? ami do not all end

|i\ ;.MViii,i; you the >aine heeiie ehieken. and vc^etahle.- eookeil

uilli rank hutter':' Tlh'y all hoa^t of their line wine-, and all

i!i;ike \ou driid< the wine of the country.

i'.iil Corentin, from iiis earliest youth, had known the art

of L'etiitiir oiii of an innkeeper thinirr- more e>.-ential to Inm-

.- It' than (hiulilfiil dishes and a|)ocr\ jilial wine,-. So he

LM\'' him-ejf out as a man ea,-y to |ilea.-e. and willin;^ to lea\e

hini-elf in tile hands of the hesl cook in .Man>le. as lie told the

f;ii man.

''I'licre is no diniciilty ahout hein;^' the hest— I am the only

one." ^|,id the host.

Serve us in the s'de room," >aid Corentin, winkiiifi at

|i'i\ille. "And do not he afraid of >etiinjr the ehimm'V on

liri : we want to thaw out the fro>t in our lintrers."

"It was not warm in the coaeh," said l>ei'\ille.

|s it far to Marsac?" asked Corentin of the inidiee|ier"s

v.ilr, who came down from the upper rei,noiis on heariIl,^'

|!iMl the ililif/i'licr had dro|iped two travelers to sleep there.

'Ale you ,1,'oinLr to .Marsae, monsieur''" re[)lieil the woman.
"I don't know," he said sharply. "Is it far from hence to

Mir-ar'r" he rej)C'ate(l. after giving the woman time to notice

hi- red rihhon.

"In a cliaise, a matter of half an hour," said the inn-

ke( [ler's wife.

"I'o you think that Monsieur and .Machimi' Sechard are

I'i^ !v to he there in winter?"

' T'l he sure: they live there all the year rouml."
'

1 1 i> now five o'clock. We shall -till find them up at nine."

""h yes, till fen. They h.ive com])any every evening—the

' :.!v. Monsieur Marron the doctor
"'

''eied folks then?" said Dorville.
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"Oil, tho host of fjo.Ml souls," ro[.lic(l the woman, "straight-
foruard, Iioiicst—and not nmhitious noitliiT. Monsieur
Si'vi'inl. tlion-rh lie is very wl'U off—tlicy say he inifiht have
mad.' millions if lie had not allowed liiniself to he rohhi'd of
an invent ion in tho pai.er-niaking of which tho brothers Coin-
tet are getting (lie lienefit

"

"Ah. to he sure, tiie Mrothers Cointot !"' said Corontin.
"Hold your tongue," said the iiiiikeeper. "What can it

matter to lhe>e gentlemen whether Monsieur Seehard
has a rigiit or no to a jiatent for his invention in paper-
making?— if you mean to spend the night hero—at the
Belle, htoile " ho wont on, addressing the travelers, "here
is the hook, and jdoase to put your names down. Wo have an
officer in this town who has nothing to do, and spends all his
time in nagging at us

"

"The devil!" said ("onuitin. while Derville entered their
names and his profession as attoriuy to the lower Court in
tho department of the Seine, "1 fancied the Sechards were
very rich."

"Some people say they are millionaires," replied the inn-
keeper. "]iut as to hindering tmigues from wagging, you
might as well try to stop tlu' river from flowing. Old Seehard
left two hund>-ed thousand francs" worth of landed property,
it is said; and that is not amiss for a man who hegan as a
workman. Well, and he nuiy have had as much again in

savings, for ho made ten or twelve thousand francs out of his

land at last. So, supjiosing he were fool enough not to invest
his money for ten years, that would he ail told. But oven if

ho lent it at high interest, as he is susi>eeted of doing, there
would he three hundred thousand francs perhaps, and that is

all. Five hundred thousand francs is a long wav short of a

million. 1 should ho quite content witii the diiforonce, and
no more of the Belle fltoile for mo!"

"Really!" said Corontin. "Th(>n Monsieur David Seehard
and his wife have not a fortune of two or three millions?"
"Why," exclaimed the innkeeper's wife, "that is what tlir

Cointets are supposed to have, who rohhcd him of his invcn-
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tidii. iiiid he <loos iKit ^'ct iiKirc than twenty tljousaml riaius

I. Ill I'f ihriM. Wlirri' do vou .>U|i[)ost' sucli honest follss woiiM

ilnil iiiillions'r 'I'licy ucrc very iniieh pinrhcil \\\u\r Ihr father

wa- alive. l>iit for Kolh, their inana^'er, and Madame Kolh,

ulio I- as niiieli attaclied to theni as lier hushand. they eoiihl

Miiiii Iv !iave lived. Why. how much had tliey with l^a

\ 1 iImtk •;'—A thousand francs a year perhaps."'

( uniiiin di'(\v DerviUe asi(K' and said:

//( lino rrrilas! Truth lives under a eork. Kor my
part. I ifLrard an inn as tlie real re<,'istry otliee of the coiintry-

Milr; the notary is not hetter informed than the innkeeper

a^ to all that j^oes on in a small nei^lihorh' od.— ^'ou see! we
are >up|ios((l to know all ahout the Cointvts and Kolh and
the M'St.

^'our innkeeper is tlie livin<; record of every incident; he
(lur> thr wiu'k of the police witliout su.specting it. \ govern-

ment should maintain two hundred spies at most, for in a

counlry like Franco there are ten millions of sijuple-niindi'd

inforiiHrs.—However, we need not trust to this report;

thou^'h even in this little town something would he known
a'.Miiit the twelve hundred thousand francs sunk in paying
I'or the liuhempre e.'^tate. VVe will not stop here long

"

"I hope not I" Derville put in.

"And this is why," added Corentin ; "I have hit on the most
natural way of extracting the truth from tlie mouth of the

Si'ihard couple. I ri'ly upon you to su])port, hy your au-

tliority as a lawyer, the little trick I shall employ to enahle

voii to hear a clear and complete account of their afTairs.

—

M't'T dinner we shall set out to call on Monsieur Sechard."

Slid Corentin to the innkeeper's wife. "Have heds ready for

I!-
:
we want .separate rooms. There can be no dithculty

uiid'T tlie stars.'
"

"<Mi. monsieur," said the woman, "we invented the sign.''

'The pun is to be found in every department," said Coren-
tin : '"it is no monopoly of yours."

"IHiuier is served, gentlemen." said the innkeeper.

i)Ut where the devil can that young fellow have found
aa^BBlfe'
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till' MKiiiry !' Is llic iiiioii) iiimu- writer iH( iii'^itc. (':ni it he tin'

cii I'll I !!:,'> n|' xniic hiiiiil-uiiic \):\'^'fi:\jx<'y' >aiil I'crvilK', ii< tlii'y

Silt douii to (liiiiicr.

"Ah. lliMt will lie till' >ulij('(t nf iiiKittirr iiii|iiiry,'" saiil

Ciirciiiin. "i.iK icii ijr Ifulictiiprr, .-i^ iIh- I>iic di' ('haiilicu

!i'll> iiic, lives with a (dUM'rled .leu(>-. w hd |ni>-e> t'lir a Dutch
wniiijiii. ami i> eallcil j'l-tlur van J'n.n-ei k.""

"W hat a straiip' cMiiuideiiri' I" said the lawyer. "I am
liuiitiiii,' for the heire>s (if ;i Dutchman named (loli-^cek— it is

the same name with a lransp(»itinii of innsdnants."'

"Well," siiid ('(irciitii). "you -hall have itifonnation as to

her parentage mi my return to Paris."'

is

All liniir after, the two ajrents for the (Jrandliou family set

out for La Verbcri*'. where Monsieur and .Madame Si'chard

wcri' livinir.

Never had l.ucien felt any emotion so deep as that whirh

overcame him ,it La Verheri(> when comparinir his own fate

with that of lii> hrother-in-law. The two Parisians were

ahout to witness the same scene that had so much struck

Lueien I few days since. EviTything spoke of peace and
al)un(!.iiice.

.\t the hour wlien the two strangers were arriving, a party

of four jiersons were being entertained in the drawing-room
of La N'erherie: th<' cure of Marsac. a young ]vriest of five-

a!id twenty, who. at Ma(huiie Sechard"s recjuest. had become

tutor to her little lioy liUcien : the country doctor. Monsieur

.Marron : the Maire of the commune: and an old colonel, wIm
grew ^o^es on a jilot of land opposite to La Verberie on the

other side of the road. Every evening during the \viiit<

thex^ jKrsoiis came to phiy an artless game of boston for

centime points, to borrow the ])a])ers, ov return those they

had finished.

When Monsieur and dadame Sechard had bought La
Verberie. a line hou-e built of !-toiie. and roofed with slate,

tlic pleii.-nre-grounds consist<'d of a garden of two acres,

lu the course of time, by devoting lier savings to the purpose.
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iiMiiil-'iiiii' Madiiiiic St''()i,iril li.id cMciKlrcl licr tritrili'ii n- fiir as

;i liiMuk. I'V (•\ittinj,' (Inuii the \iiii'« i>\\ fninc ^'roiiml -in' piir-

iha-n!. ami nplaciii;,' tlifiii witli ;:ra-s pints aiul chiiiijis of

!.hni!i!ii TV. At the prcM'iit tunc tlic Iioii.-c. siirroiiiKlcd by a

jMik "f iiliiiiit twenty aires, ami enclosed hv walls, was con-

sul, ivd the most imposing; place in the iieijrliliorliood.

( iM Sccliarcrs fornier residence, witii the outliou>es at-

1,11 li'd. was now ii.-ed as the (hvellin;,'-housc for the inanaj^er

ef iili.iiil twentv acres of vimnard left hy him, of live fariii-

.-!'ad-. iiriii;,Mn;r in aliout six thousand francs a year, and

Id! aires of nieailow land lyinj; on the further side of th>'

Miriini. exactly opposite the little park; indeccl, Madame
Sirhaid hoped to iiulnde them in it tlie next year, fia

\i ill. Tie was already spoken of in the iieijrhhorhood as a

riiatcaii. and Kve Sechard was known as the Lady of Marsac.

I.uiicn, while ilatterin<: her vanity, had only followed the

t y.implc oi the peasants and vine-dressers. Coiirtois. the

"Uiicr .if the mill, very i)ietures(im'ly .situated a few hundred

\,iri!> Irnm the meadows of La Verherie. was in treaty, it was

-:iiil. with Madame Sechard for the sale of his property; and

'!ii> aii|ui>ition would jrive the finishinjr touch to the estate

;u;i| ilic rank of a "place" in the department.

Madame Sechard. who did a ^n'cal deal of pood, with as

p 'iili Judgment as jx<'iH'rosity. was e(pially esteemed and IovimI.

111!' Iiiauty. imw really sj)lendid. wa;- at the heiirht of its

l.|i"i]ii. siie was aiiout six-and-twenty, hut had prc-erved

ali lilt I'rcshness (d" youth from liviiii,' in the trampiillity and

alimidanri' of a country life. Still mucli in love w th her lius-

luiiiil. -he respected him as a clever man, who was iiiodest

ciii.!iL''h to renounce the display of fame; in short, to com-

I
i' ti' lier portrait, it is enoujrh to say that in her whole e.x-

I-!. Hit >he had never felt a throb of her heart that was not

ii!-i'ircd by her husband or her children.

Tl r tax paid to irrief by this happy household Mas, as may
li -ii[, posed, the deep anxiety caused by Lucicifs career, in

ivhii li Kve Sechard suspected mysteries, which she dreaded

all the more because, during his last visit, Lucieu roughly
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rut f'hrirt all h\» sist<'r',< i|iicsti(ins hv saying' that an ambitious
nmii nwccl no jKcnimt .4' Ins iirncccdniffs to anv one but hini-

«-lf,

Iti six years Ijicicii had seen his sistiT l»ut three times, and
bad lint writleii her more than six h'tters. His fir?t visit to

I.a \ erlierie liad hern nn the occasion of his mother's death;
and his hi^t had hecn |(aid with n view to asking' the favor
r)f the lie wiiich wa- .-o iiecoary to his aihancement. This
gave rise tn a very serious scene lietwecn Monsieur and Ma-
dame Sechard and their hrother. and left their happy and
rrspected life troubled by till' tiiost temide suspicions.

The interior of the house, as nun h altered as the surround-
injjs, was comfortable without liiMiry. as will be understood
by a f,danee round the room where tlie little party were now
assembled. A pretty .\ubusson carpi't, han;rings of gray
(•ottoii twill bound with <,-recn silk braid, tlie woodwork
painte<l to imitate Spa wood, carved mabogany furi,iture

covi'red with gray woolen stiilF and green gimp, with flower-

standr;, gay with flowers in spite of the time of year, pre-

sented a very pleasing and bound ike aspect. The window
curtains, of green brocade, the chimney ornaments, ami the
mirror frames were untainted liy the bad taste that spoils

everything in tlie provinces; and the smallest details, all

elegant ami appropriate, gave the mind and eye a sense of

repose and of the poetry which a clever and loving wonum
can and ought to infuse into her home.
Madame Sechard. still in mourning for her father, sat

by the fire working at some large piece of tapestrv with the

help of Madame Kolb. the housekeep' r, to whom she intrusted

all the minor cares of the lioii,.ehold.

dust as the hackney chaise reached the first houses of

Alar.sac. the usual party at La \'crberie received the addition
of Courtois till' miller, a widower, who was an.xious to retire

from business, and who 1 oped to sell his property well, since

Madame Kve was eager to have it—Courtois knew why.
"A chaise has stopped at the door!" said Courtois, hear-
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nv: tlu' pntiii.l of wh.fls niitHdr; "aii.l t<. jinlp' l.y tlir clatttT

(,f m.tal. It lirlciiii^'s In Ihr-c parts "

•I'n^Iil ami Ins «ifi' liavc coiim' l^ sco u,-, ii" iloiihl," mu\

til'' iliM t'>r.
,,

•Nu." said Courtois. "tli<' chaiM' ' i< «oiih' I'r.'iii Manslo.

'•M.,nlaiii.'," said K.-lli. th.- I)iirly Al.-atiaii w have mado

,i,,|ii;miiaiHr with in a foniiiT voliiiiir { I lliision-^ /;<'n/(/.'.s),

•ii.iv IS a lawytT from I'aiis ss ho wants to spcais with mon-

>irur."'

-A lawyer :" cried St'ihard ; "tin' very word ^ivos mi- the

Tliank vnu I" said the Main' of Marsac, natiu'.! C'achan,

;,h,, fur twenty years liad l>eeii an attorney at An>,'oiileini',

;i!id who had once heen re(Hiired to prosecute Sechard.

•Mv poor Kavid will never inii)rove; he will always be

ali-c'iit-minded :" said Kve, sniilinj,'.

'A lawyer from Paris," suiJ t'uurtois. "Have you any

hii-iniss in Paris?"

"Nm."" said Kve.

-Hut vol! have a brother there," observed Courtnis.

••'i'akt- care h'st he slioiild have anything: to say about old

Srdianrs estate," said Caelian. '7/'' liad liis linj^'er in some

vcrv ([ueer coneerns, wortliy man I"

Corentin and Derville, on entering the room, after bowinj;

t.i the company and ^ivin^' their names. tie<r^'ed to have a

[irivate intervii'W with Monsieur and Madame S«''chard.

-Hv all means," said Sechard. "JJut is it a matter of

liiisiiiess?"

••Solely a matter regarding your fatlier's property," said

I 'ipfrntin.

''riieii I bog you will allow monsieur—the Maire. a lawyer

f..rnierlv at Angouleme—to be present also."

•Are vou Monsieur Derville?" said Caelum, addressing

I '"rciitin.

"Xo, monsieur, this is Monsieur Derville." replied Coren-

t;ii. introducing the lawyer, who bowed.

-But," said Sechard, "wo are, so to speak, a family party;
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V I
If

wo hflvo no poorot. fnm, ,„.r uvifrUhor^, „„.,o i^ „o „oocl to
retir.. to ,n.v stu.iy. uIutc tliore is no fire-.,nr life is in il„
sifjiit of ;)II men
"Hut v..ur fatiicrV," said C.nntin, 'Svas involved in trr-

tain jn.y^t.Tios wlnVi, perhaps you won!.] rather not n>al.

"Is it anytinn- that we need hlu>h i'..,''" said Eve in
alarm. ' '

on(

6011

"Oh, no! a sin of his yonth." said Core,,! in. eoldly settin-
e of his monse-traps. -.Monsieur, your father left an elder

01., the old raseal !" eri..! Courtois. "He was never verv
fond of yo„. M.u.H..ur S.Vhanl. and he kept that seerot frnn,
you, the deep old do.^rl-.Vow 1 und.M-stand what he meant
when he n,rd to sav to n.e, 'Vou shall see what vou shall se«.when 1 am under the turf.'

"

"Do not he dismayed, monsieur." sJd Corentin to Sechard
while no watehed Kve out of the .orner of hi< eve
"A brother!" e.xelaime.j tl„. do,„,r. '"Then 'vour iu-

neritanee is divided nito two!"
Di-viile was alfeetin- to ..xamiue the fine en-ravinL-

proofs helore letters, whieh huu,,^ o„ the drawin-room walN"
i)o not be dismaye.i. madame." Cuvntin went on seein-

amazement written .ui Madame Seehard's handsome feature^
•it .s only a natural >on. The rioht> of a natural son aiv not
the same as those of a h-itimate ehihi. This man is in the
depths of poverty, an.l he ha< a r,,d,t to a .-ertain sum ealeu-
iMted on tlie amount of the ...tate. The millions hft bv your
lather '

^ -

At the word nnllions there was a perf.rtlv unanimous erv
Irom a I the ptu'sons present. .And now Dervillo eea<ed to
study the prints.

'-Old S.rhardy-Millions?"sai,l (\mrfois. -Who on earth
tolil you that y Some p<a-ant ""

'.Mon>i_eur" said Caehau. "you are not attaehed to the
ireasury.-- \ on may h.' told all the facts

"'
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'•Br (juitc en>y." said Coreiitiii. '"I g'^'*' y'^' '"}' ^^"'"'^ "'"

;.Mi;..r 1 iiin iml cmjiloNcil hy tlic 'rrcasiiry."

( iidian. wild had just si<:iH'il to cveryliody to say nothiiifr,

z.iM' i'.\iirc.->i'ni to liis sati>raction.

••Monsieur." Corciitiu \vfiit on. "if tlic uliolc estate wero

!,;it a million, a natural eliildV share would still he something

,..i;~ide!alile. Hut we have not eonu' to threaten a lawsuit;

nil the cuntrary. our purjtose is to propose that you should

hand over oiu' hundred thousand franis, and wo will de-

•()!ie hundred thousand f ranes
!"" cried Caehan. intcrrupt-

iiii: him. "Uut. monsieur, old Seehard left twenty acres of

viiievaid. live small farms, tvn acres of meadowhmd here, and

n"t a Miu ix.'sides
""

-Vutiiin;.' on earth,"' cried David Seehard. "would induce

ti;, |M tell a lie. and less on a question of money than on

.,,iv Miher.^Moiisieur." he said, turning to Corontin and

jiervilh'. "my father left us, l)esides tiic land
''

r.aiitiiis and Caelum sigiuiled in vain to Seohard; he

\i' on:
•• I'hnc hundred thousand francs, wliicli raises the whole

i-tali- to ahiiut live hundred th(Uisand francs."

•Monsii'ur Caehan." a^ked Kve Seehard, "what proi)ortion

i!.'.- the law allot to a natural child?"

•Madanu'." said Corentin, "we are not Turks; we only

iv.niire vou to swear hefore these gentlemen that yon did not

inherit more than five luuidred thousand francs from your

l',itlier-iu-law, and we can ciune to an understanding."'

•i'lr.-t LHve me vour word of honor that you really are a

li". \,r." said Caclian to DiTville.

•Ilere is mv passport." replied Derville, luinding him a

ii;!"r folded in four; "and monsieur is not, as you might

-'!|']">se. an inspector from the Treasury, so he easy." he

.ildid. "We had an important reasoii for wanting to know

clie truth as to the Seehard estate, and we now know it."

i'ervillc took Madame Seehard"s hand and led her very

"Uitt'ouslv to the further eml of the room.
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"Madaino," said lie, in a low voice, ''if it were not that
the lioiior iin.l futiiiv prospects of the house of Graiidlieii
are iinplicalcd iii this all'air, I wouhl nev.T liave h-nt iiivself
to tlie strata^^ciii (ievi>r(| hy this frontleinaii of the red ribhoii.
Hilt ymi must fori^rive liim ; it was neeessarv to detect the
falsehood In- means of uhieh vour i)rother has stolen a march
on the heiiffs of tiiat ancient family, lieware now of allow-
ing' It to he su[.posed that you "have ^'iven vour brother
twelve hundred thousand francs to repurchase the Hubempr-'
estates

" '

ivelve hundred thousand francs!" cried Madame
Sechard, turnin- j.ale. "Where did he jr^t them, wretched
boy ?•

"Ah I that is the cpiestion," re{)li..d Derville. "I fear that
the source of his wealth is far from pure."
The tears ros<. to Kve\s eyes, as her neijrlil)ors could see.
"We have, j)erha[)s, done you a <rreat service l.v saving you

from abetting a falsehood of which the results may be'posi-
tively dangerous,'" tlu' lawyer went on.

Derville left .Madame Sechard sitting pale and dejectod
with tears on her cheeks, and bowed to the company.
"To Mansle!"' said C'orentin to the little bov who drove

the chaise.

There was but one vacant place in the diligence from
Bordeau.v to Paris; Derville begged forentin to allow him
to take !t, urging a press of business; but in his soul he was
distru.^tful of his traveling companion, whose diplomatic
dexterity and coolness struck him as iieing the result of prac-
tice. Coreiitin reiiuiined three days longer at .Mansle, unable
to get away; he was obliged to secure \i place in the Paris
coach by writing to Kordeau.v, and did not get back till nine
days after leaving home.

Peyrade, meanwhile, had called everv morning, either at
Pa.ssy or in Paris, to in<|uire whether rorentin luul returned.
On the eighth day he left at each house a note, written in their
peculiar cij.her, to explain to his friend what death hung
over him, and to tell him of Lydie's abduction and tlie hor-
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rilili" OH'] to which liis ononiics liad dovotcd them. Poyrado,

hi rrft nf Ci)rontiii, hut socondcd hy Cmitcnson, still kept up

hi- »ii-.uuusf as a nahoh. Even thoujjfii hi? iuvisihh' foes liad

ili-inviivd iiiiii, he very wisely rell'"'ted that he niij^ht ^'lean

•.iiiiif lifiht on the nuilter by remaining on the Held of the

(Ollti'St.

r-iit.'uson had hrou<rht all his experience into play in his

soircli i'<>\- Lydie, and hoped to discover in wliat house she was

hi'Mrii ; hut as the days went hy, the impossihility. absolutely

, i, III.. n-t rated, of tracing the slightest clue, added, hour by

l,..iir. lo rcyra(U''s despair. The old spy had a sort of guard

abi.ul him of twi'lve or fifteen of the most experienced detec-

iiM.-. Tlirv watched the neighborhood of the Kuo des Moi-

I,. aiix and the Hue Taitltout—where he lived, as a nabob, with

M.idame du \'a!-Xolilc. During the last three days of the

itrni LM'antid by Asie to reinstate Lucien on his old footing

111 ihc Hotel de Grandiicii, Contcnson never left the veteran

nf tlie old gi'iieral police otlice. And the ])oetic terror shed

throughout ihe fore>is of America by the arts of inimical

.iiMJ warring tribes, of which Coofjcr nuule such good use in

hi> novels, was here associated with the ])etty details of Taris

l:i'e. The foot-passengers, the shoi)s, the hackney cabs, a

ii-ure staiulir.g at a v/indow,- -ev-ytl-.i^g had to the human

(i).iiers to whom old I'eyrade had intrusted his safety the

'irilling interest which attaches in Co(,per"s romances to a

beaver-village, a rock, a bison-robe, a floating canoe, a weed

siratrtrlintr over the water.

"if tlie Spaniard is gone away, you have nothing to fear,

said (\intenson to Peyrade, remarking on the perfect peace

t!i' y lived in.

'•Ikit if ho is not gone?" observed Peyrade.

'ile took one of my men at the back of the chaise; but at

Blois, my man having to get down, could n<Jt catch the chaise

up again.''

I'ive days after Derville's return, Lucien one morning had

a call from Kastignac.

i8
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"I am in despair, my <lcar l.f.y.*' said his visitor, "at finding
myself enmpcHed to delivrr a inessa.Lre whidi is intrusted to
me heciinse we are known to he intimate. Youv marriage i-

i)roken oir heyond all hope of reconeiliation. Never set foot
again in the llot.'l de (irandlieu. 'J'o marry Clotilde vow
must wait till lier father die.-, and he i> too si'nish to dieyd
awhile. Old whist-plavers sit at lahle—the canl-tahle—vir;
late.

"Clotilde is setting out for Italy with Madrlcine de Lenoii-
coiirt-Chaulieu. The p,M,r girl is >o niadiv in love with yon.
my dear fellnw. that they have to keep an eye on her; she wa.s
bent on eoniing to .<ee you, and had plotted an e.--eapo. That
may comfort you in misfortune I""

Lucien made no reply; he .sit gazing at Ra>tignac.
"And is it a misfortune, after all?" his friend went on.

"You will easily find a girl as wdl horn and ix'tter looking
than Clotilde! .Madame dv S.'.rizy will lind you a wife out of'

spite; .<he eannot endure the (Irandlieiis, who never would
have anything to say to Iht. She has a nieee. little Clemenee
du Ronvre

"

"My dear hoy," said Lueim at h-ngth. "siiiee that supper
I am not on terms with .Madame (!.• S/'rizv—she .';aw me in

Esther's lio.x and made a seeiic—and I left her to her.-elf."

"A woman of forty does not long kcfjt u]) a (piarrel with ,-o

handsome a man as you are," said iJastignae. "T know some-
thing of tlh ,-e sunsets.— It lasts ten minutes in the sky, and
ten years in a woman's heart."'

"1 have waited a week to hear from her."

"Co and call."

"Yes. I must now."

"Are you coming at any rate to the Val-Xohle'e? Her
nabiil) is returning the supper given hy .Niicingen."

"1 am asked, and 1 shall go." said Lucien gravely.
The day after this coniirmation of his disaster, which

Carlos heard of at once from Asie, Lucien wi'ut to the Kue
Taitbout with l{a>tignac and Xucingen.
At nudnight nearly all the personages of this drama wore
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i

t^.;

;i-Miiililril in tlio (liiiiii^ij-roniii tliat liad formerly been Es-

jl.. i'>— 11 (Irania (if whiili the iutcrot lay hidden under the

,, r\ lied of these tuiiiu!tii()u,s \l\v>. ami was known only to

!.-;!;i r, to Lucien, to I'eyradc, to Conlcnsoii, the mulatto, and

;. r.ictard, who attended his mistress. Asie, without its

.

; .: ki:own to Contenson and Piyrade, had been asked by

\I i.iiiiiH' du \'al-Xoble to eonie and help her eook.

\- till V >at down to tal)lc, I'cyrade, who had given Madame
(ill \ ;il-.\ol)lf five hundred francs tliat the thing might be

u. il ij.iiie, I'nund under his napkin a scrap of paper on which

ili(-i u()i(l> were written in ])encil, "The ten days are up at

I!;.' ti;<iiiieiit when vou sit dowu to su[)per."'

I'rx r;ide handed the pajier to Contenson, who was standing

i.i i.i!i.! him, saying in Knglish:

"Mill Villi put my name here'r"

( niii, iisoii read iiy the light of the wax-candles this "Mene,

7'.. ', I iihnr,-<iii," and slipped the scrap into his pocket; but

lir l.iirw iiow ditVicult it is to verify a haiulwriting in pencil,

;: il. ;i!Mive ;ilK a sentence written in Roman capitals, that is

:•. -.iv. witli maliiematical lini's, since capital letters are

uli"il\ made u|i of straiglit lines and curves, in which it is

iiii|i'i.->il.lc to detect any trick of the hand, as in what is called

running-hand.

Tile >u|i|ier was alisoluteiy devoid of spirit. I'eyrade was

vi-iiilv aliseiit-niinded. Of the m<'ii about town who give life

i<i a .-ii|,|ier, only Ha^!ignac and lAicien were present. Lucien

u.i- ;:l(Mimy and alisorlied in thought; Kastignac, who had

i
-: tui. thousaml francs licfore supjier. ate and drank with

i'. Iinp,' of i-ecoveritig them later. The three women, stricken

i'\ liii- <liill, looked at each otlier. Dulness deprived the

if all relish. Suppers, like plays and books, have their.!.-!,.••

- "il :i\\'{ bad hick.

At the end of the meal ices were served, of the kind called

r^iriiii ns. .\s everybody knows, this kind of dessert has

'1:1 ate lu'eMi'ved fruits laid on the top of the ice, which is

• 'M d ih a little glass, not hea[ied aliove the rim. These ices

1 .'i tieeii ordered bv Matlame du Val-Noble of Tortoni, whose
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fa incus shop is at the cnrnor of the Hue Taitbout and the
Bmiltvanl.

The cook eallt'd f'onteiison out of the room to pay the bili.

Conteiison, who thoii^dit this deiiiaud on the part of the
sliop-l.oy rather sliaiifre, went downstairs and startled him by
sayirii,':

"Tiien yon have not eonie from Tortoni's?" and tlien went
8trai|(ht uj)stairs aj^ain.

I'aicard had meanwhile handed the iees to the eompany in
his ali>en(e. The mulatto had iiardly reached the door when
one of tlie jx.Iice eonstal)les who had kept wateh in the Hue
des Moincjiux called up the stairs:

"Xumlier twenty-seven."

'•What's up?" replied Contenson, flying down again.
"Tell I'apa that his daughter has come home; but, good

God! in what a state. Tell him to come at once; she i>

dying."

At the moment \,lien Contenson re-entered the dining-
room, old Peyrade, who had drunk a great deal, was swal-
lowing the cherry oif h.is ice. They were drinking to the
health of .Madame du A'al-Noble; tlie nabob tilled his glass
with Constantia and emjnied it.

In ."^pite of his distress at the news he h;.d to give Peyrade.
Contenson was struck by the eager attention with which Pao-
card was looking at the nabob. His eyes sparkled like two
fi.xed llames. Although it seemed important, still this could
not delay the nmlatto, who leaned over his master, just as

Peyrade set his glass down.
"Lydie is at home," said Contenson, "in a very sad state."

Peyrade rattled out the most French of all French oaths
with such a .4rong Southern accnt that all the guests looked
up in amazement. Peyrade, discovering his blunder, ac-

knowh'dged his disguise by saying to Contenson in good
French

:

"Find me a coach—I'm off."

Every one rose.

"Why, who are you ?" said Lucien.
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"Jii—who?" said the Harim.

"l'>i\i<>n told iiic ynii sliiiiiunrd l-]iii:!ishni;iii hcttiT than ho

iMiilil. anil I would lint liclicvr him." said I'astifxnac.

•N..I1I1' l)aiikni|>t caii^'lit in di.-;,Miisc." said dn Tillft loudly.

•| Mi-|ir(tcd as iinn-h !"

\ -liaiijft' phice is Paris!" said .Madame du Val-Xoblo.

••All. ! I'ciufi haiikruiit in his own part of the (own, a mcr-

riiiiii lurns u|) as a naliol) or a dandy in the Chamiis-filysi'-L'S

,\ith impunity I—Oil I 1 am uiducky I hankrupt.s are my
ii.iiif.

•livrrv llowcr has its peculiar liiight I" said I'lsiher (piietly.

.Minr I.- like (1co])atra"s—an asp."

•'Who am I
':" echoed I'cyrade from the door. '•Vou will

Lii'.u ere lonu'-, for if i die, I will rise from my grave to

I hilili your feet every ]iif,dit
!"

I|. liHiked at Esther and l.ucien as he spoke, then he took

.:'!'>ai:la;re of the j,'cneral dismay to vanisii with the utmost

n.pidilv. meaning to run liome without waiting for the coach.

Ii! liie >trcet thi' spy was grijiped hy the arm as he crossed the

iiiii-hdjd of the outer gate, it was .\sic, wrapped in a hlack

InrMl -iieh as ladits then wiu^e on leaving a hall.

'Send for the Sacraments. l'a])a I'eyrade," ^aid she, in the

'.I'iee that had already prophesied ill.

A enaeh was waiting. .\sie Jumped in, ai;d the carriage

\..;ii~hed as tlio\igh the wind had swept it away. There were

!:\e carriages waiting; i'eyrade's men could find out nothing.

On reaching his hi>u>e in the Hue des A'ignes. one of the

Mllll•te^t and jirettiest nooks of the little town of I'assy, Coren-

ii!!, who was known thei-e as a retired merchant passionately

'iiviitcd to gardening, found his friend Peyrade's note in

lijilicr. In.-lcad of re.-ting, he got into tiie haeknc-y coach

'!:ai had brought him thither, and was driven to the Hue des

M'iitMaux. where he found only Katt. From her he heard

ei' L\ die's di.sippearance, and remained astounded at Pey-

la'lt V aiid lijs (iwii want of fm'esiglit.

"But they do not know me yet," said he to himself. '"This
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(TOW is fiipalili' of jinytliin;,'; I niiist ("md out if tlioy aro kill-

ing' Pcyrailr; for if so, I must not he seen any mnw "

Tlic vil.T a MianV life is, tlic inon' lio cliiijrs to it ; it becomes
at every iiioriHiit a jirotot and a rcvenj^c.

Corentin wmt hack to tin' call, and ilrove to liis rooms to

a-suine tlic dis^Miise of a fcMe njd rnan. in a scanty <:reeni>h

OMTcoat and a tnw wiix. Then he returned on foot, prompted
by bis friendship for I'eyradc. He intended to ^dve instruc-

tions to his most devoted and elevere.-t un<h'r!in<is.

As he wcni alon;,' the Rue Saint-Honere to reach tlu' Rue
Saint-Roch from the I'laee X'endoine. lie canie up behind a

girl in sii])pcrs, and dressed as a woman dresses for tlie night.

Slie had on a white lied-jaekct and a nightea|), and from time
to time gave vent to a soli and an involuntary groan. Coren-
tin out-paced luT, and turning round, recognized Lvdie.

'"I am a friend of your father's, of Monsieur CaiKpioidle'si,"

said he in his natural voice.

''Ah I tlien here is some oiu' I can trust I" said slie.

'"Do not seem to have recognized me."" Corentin went on.

"for we are pursued hy rclcnties.- foes, and are obliged to dis-

guisi' ourselves, liut tell me what lias hcfailen you?"
"Oh. monsieur."" said the poor cliild, "the facts l)ut not the

story can Ik; told— I am ruined, lost, and I do not know
how

"

"Where liave you come from?"
"I don"t know, monsieur. I iled with such precipitancy,

I have come through so many strei'ts, round so numv turnings,

faiuying I was Ijcing followed. Ami when 1 met any one
that seenu'd decent. 1 asked my way to get hack to the Boule-
vards, so as to linii the Rue ,ii. la Paix. And at last, after

walking What o'clock is it. monsieur?"
''Half-past eleven," said Corentin.

"I esca]ied at nightfall," said Lydic. "I have been walking
for five hours.""

'"Well, come along; you can rest now; you will find your
goo(l Katt."'

"Oh, m(uisieur, there is no rest for me I I only want to



WHAT \.n\'K COSTS 271)

(( -t in the pravo, aiul I will ^o ami wait fur doatli in a con-

\riii it' 1 am wortliy to be ailmitli'd
"'

'{'nor little ;,'irl!— I5ut yon strii;:;:l('(lr"'

••oil vcsl Oh! if you could only iina;,'ino the abject crca-

hii'i- ilii'V placed me with 1"

•'I'lM \ ><'nl you to sleep, no doubt ':"

••.\h '

tli;it is it"' ci-ied poor Lydie. "A little more stronirth

,i:;(i I -h'luld be al home. 1 t'eel I am drop|>iii;:. and my i)raiM

I- \\n\ ipiite clear.—.lust now 1 l'an(ie(l I wa- in a ^Mrdeii
"

('"nntin took Lydie in his arms, and she lost consciousness;

In- (;ii'i'ied her Upstairs.

Katt :" he called.

Kiitt came out with exclamations of joy.

•l>on t be in too ^vr;\t a hurry to be jrlad I" f'did Corentin

(.'ra\t !y: "the ^'irl is very ill."

Wlicn Lvdie was laid on her tn^d and recognized her own
ruiiiii liv the light (d' two candles that Katt lighted, she bi--

caiiie delirious. She sang scrajis id" pretty airs, broken by

V'Hil'. rations of horrible sentiMices >lie had heard. Her pretty

\':n>- \va.- mottled with pur[de patches. She mixed ti|) the

nniinix-ences of her pure childhood with thox' (d' tlu'se ton

il;i\- of infamy. Katt sat weeping; Corentin paced the room,

>tii|iping now and again to gaze at i.ydie.

"She is paying her father's debt." said he. "Is there a

I'mvidence aliov'c? Oh. 1 was wise not to have a family. On
my Udi'd of honor, a child is indeed a hostage given to mis-

f"!tiin( . as some philosoj)her has .-aid."'

'•h !" cried the poor child, sitting up in bed and throwing

li;ii k her fine long hair, "instead of lying here, Katt, 1 ought

I" he >tretclieil in the sand at the bottom id" the Seine!"

"Katt, instead of crying and looking at your child, which

v'.W never cure her, you ought to go t'or a doctor; the medical

iiMicir in the iirst instance, and then Monsieur Desplein and

Moii-ieur Bianchon We must save this innocent crea-

liiiv."

\;id ( 'orentin wrote down the addresses of these two famous
phvMcians.
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At this nioiiicnt, up tlii- stairs ciiriii' sorii.' one to wliopi tliov

were faiiiiiiar. ami tlic dnor was (i|)ciif(i. rcvradc. in a violent

8\v('at, iiis face |iur|il<'. his eyes ahno,-l liloixl-staincd. ami
j,'ns|)inir 1||<|. a dolphin, nislii'il from tlu- outer door to LydieV
ronni. exelainiiiitr :

"Where is niy ehild ;-"

Hi' saw a nielaiieholy si^rn from Coreiitin. and his evos fol-

lowed his friend's hand. Lydie's cunditioii ean mdy he com-
pared to that of a tldwvr tenderly elierished hy a irardener.

now fallen from its st^in, and enislied l.v the iron-elamped
phoi's of soir:e peasint. A-enhe this simile to a father's heart,

and you will nnder.-iaml the hlow that fell on Teyradf; the
toar.s started to his tyes.

"You are eryiiiir :_lt is my father!" said the <,nrl.

She eonld si ill reeoLrni/e her father: she Lmt out of hed and
fell on her knees at the old man's side as he s.-ink into a chair.

"For;,nve me, papa," said she in a tnne that pierced IVy-
rade's heart, and at the same moment he -.vas conscious of

what felt like a tremendous hlow on his head.

"I am dyin<,'I—the villains!" wiv his la.-t words.

Corcntin tried to help his friend, and received his lat(>sl

breath.

"Dead! I'oisoned!" said he to him>e!f. ".\h! here is the

doctor!" he exclaimed, heariiiLr the sound «( wheels.

Contenson, who came with his mulatto disLruise removed,
t>tood like a hroiize -.arue as he heard Lvdie sav:

'"J'hen vou do not fnr^qve me, father i-'— lint it was not mv
fault!"

She did not understand that her father was dead.

"Oh, how he stares at me !" cried the poor cra/.v i,ni^

"We must ehise his eyes," said ("ontenson, lifting' Poyrade
on to tlu' hed.

"We are (huntr a stupid ihini:," said Corcntin. "Let us

carry him into his own room. His dau^diter is half demented,
and she will iro (juite mad when she sees that he is dead; she

will faiuy tliat she lias killed him."
JAdie, seeinjx them carry away her father, looked quite

6tuDefic(L
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"Tli'Tr lies my only friend 1" siiiil ( 'ort'iitiii. sccniiiif; iiiui li

ni'iMil wlicii I'cyi-ii''" was laiil mil nii the linl m his own
11. 1. III. ""Ill ill! ilis llt'r lie nr\( I' liMll lull (i!|c illlplllsc (if (11-

[•idiiy, iiml tli.i! was for In- (laii;,'liti'r I- -Let him In' an cx-

.iiiijili' I" Vdii. Ciiiiliiisdii. Mvcry line of life has its code of

I'niiur. ri\iadc did wnni;,' uhdi lie nii.vcd him^lf ii|> with

|iii\aif iiiiiici'ii.- ; U(> lia\i' Mo hiisiiii'.-s to incildlc wiih any Imt

piiMic caM's.

' lliil come wliat may. i swear," said lie witli a voice, an
< iii|iliasis, a look thai slriick horror into Contonson, "to

a\tii::e my |)oi>r I'eyradel 1 will discover the men who are

L'liillv of his deaih and oT liis dau;:hler'.s ruin. .\nd as sure

.!- I am iiiyxir. as I lia\(.' yet a feu days to live, whicli I will

i:-k I', accompli-li lliat venircaiiee. every man of tliein shall

• I', at four o'clock, in jjood health, hy a clean shave on tlui

!'!.!. ( de ( Jreve."

\iid I will help you," said Conieiison with feelinj,'.

.\iitliin<r, in fact, is more heart-stirriiij^ than the spectacle
"!' |ia--ion in a cold, self-coiilaine(l, and methodical man, in

ulii'iii. for twenty years, no one has ever detected the smallest

itiipiil-e of sentiment. It is like a molten bar of iron which
i!i'h- everylhinj,' it touches. .\nd T'onteiison was moved to

!|i- d'jiths.

"i'lior old ('an(|noelle I" said he, lookiiii: at Corentin. "ITe

liii- ti( ated me many a time.—.\nd, I tell you. onlv your had
-I'lt know how to do siich tinners—hut often has he given me
I' I! francs to po and <,famlde with

Niter this funei'al oration, Peyrade's two avenpTs wont
1 .11 k' to Kydie's room, heariiii^ Katt and the medical olllcer

iV.'iii the Mairie on the stairs.

"(iuand fetch the Chief of the Police," said ('orentin. "The
I'iihiic prosecutor will not fnul grounds for a ])rosecution in

!!' la-e; still, we will report it to the Prefecture; it may,
!" ;!iap.-, he of some use.

"Mi'tisieiir." he went on to the medical otlicer, ''in this

"'"III you will see a dead man. I do not lielieve that he died

''•'iM natural causes; you will he good enough t(j make a post-
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iiiiirlnii in llic piVMiK . . f the Cliiif nf th.' rnlico, wliu will

cniiic at iii\ rii|iii -t. 'i'i\ III i|i-((.\rr sdriic traci'- nf [iin^nn.

"> "U \vill. in a I'l'u ?iiiniili-, lia\r lln- njiinii.ii nf Mon-icnr
|)"'-|i|(Mn and Monsji'iir IJiancliMH. i',,r \\|i,,tii I \\.\\v si'iit to

I'vaininc \]\v danL'litir nf inv in -t friind ; -In' is in a wur.-c

I'liirlil llian 111'. tl,..ii-_di 111' i- di'ad."

"' ''''^i' 'iM nrcd nf iliMH' ;:cnl l<Mncn's a--i-lanr(' in the <'\«t-

ci.-f ''f mv duty," .-aid iln' imdii al nlliirr.

"Will. W'll," llinnulit Cnniitin. [,.! ii- have no cla-liin;:.

tnon^-iciir," lie said, "in tun unrd- I ;:i\i' vmi mv npinmn—
Tliosc v.liu have jiwt iniirdrrrd the faijicr liavc al-o ruined tli<'

daii^ditcr."

Hy (liivliLrlil I.wlir had vi.-ldrd tn faii;.'uc; wlicn tlic ;,'n«iit

surp'nn and Ilic vnun;; |iiiysiiian arriMil >li.' was aslci|).

Till- doclnr. wlio.-c duty it was lo -iirn iIh' death crrf ificato.

had now opened I'eyratle".- lMid\, and \va> -e.kiii;: the eau.-e of

death.

"While waitinir for* your jiatient to awake," .-aid Cnn-iitin

to thi' two famous doctors, "would \oii jnin (,iie uf yoiir pro-

fessiouiii hretliren in aii exanuiial ion uliieh cannot ['•lii to in-

terest you, and your opinion will he valnahle in case of an

intiuiry."

"Your relation died of apo|de\y." said the (•ni( iai. '•Then'

arc nil the vvniplonis of violent congest ion of the hraiii."

'j-lxainine him, ^feiitlcinen, and sec if there is no poison
capahle of producing: similar svmptoins."

'"The stomach is, in fact, full of food suh-tances ; hut short

of chemical analysis, I lind no evidence of poison.

"if the characters of cereliral coii;,'estion are well ascer-

tained, wo lui\e here, considerinjj the patietifs ai:e. a sntlitieiit

fause of death." ohserved i)esplein. looking' at the enormous
mass of material.

'"Did he sup here!'" asked iiianchon.

"Xo," said Corentin: "he came here in i:reat liaste from
the Hoidevard. and foiiml his daui:htor ruined

"

"That was the poison if he loved his daughter," saitl

Biauehou.
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"Wliiil kiKiwii priii-nii ( .mid ipfiiiliii ( ;i >iiiiil:ir ctrci't y ;i-kt'(i

('iilriilin. illtll.'lll;.' fii 111- li!r;l.

"Tlirir i- liiit 'MIC.'" -;iii! Ili-jiliiii. ;ifl<T ;i lar^ fill cxaininii-

iii.ii. "It !>• ;i |")i-nn rniiiid iii tln' M;ilii\!in \i(hi|>ilii;:i(. jiiui

':ri\iil frniii Irri'-. a- \ i t hiii littli' knuwii. uf the sln/ihiinH

f.i!'iil\ ; it I- u-i(| tu |iMi-<iii ihiii (ian;,'i I'diis U''ii|Miii. tln' Malay

kr-. At l('a>t, so It i> n|»(irti<l."

Till' I'nliri' ( f>Minii--ii«Mrr pn'-t'MiK anivrij ; ('i)n'ntiii told

!iiiii 111- ^ii-|iicion-. ami Ui'^^imI juin In di-;iu ii|i ,i rfport. tfll-

iti!.' Iiiiii wliciT and uilli wiiotii I'lVradr had -u|i[m i|. and the

i:iii-i- of tlir -tall' ill wliicli 111' found l.ydii'.

( 'r'l ntiii thru wiiil to l,\iiii'"- room-; pi'-plrin and Hiaii-

rlioii had hi'cii i'\amiiiiii^ tlii' [lo.n- rluld. Ilo iin't tlirrii at tlio

d H.I',

'Will. ;:i'iitlrMii'ii ?" a>kril CoMiitiii.

"I'laio till' ;.'irl iindiT inrdiial larr; uiilc--^ .-lir rccoviTs her

lut- ulii'ii her child i- horn- -if imlri'd .-ln' lioiild have a cliihl

-ii.' uill end hi-r davs iiii'laiicholv-maii. I'hrrc is no ho|if

'( a 1 iiiv hut ill the maternal instinct, if it .an he aroused."

fonntiii jiaid eacii of the |i|iv-iciaiis forty fraiio in ;,'old,

iad tlii'ii turned to the I'oliee ('uininissioiier. who had pulled

!iii:i li\ ihe >|ee\e.

'I'lie medical ollicer insists on it that death was iiaturai."'

-lid I hi- functionary, "and 1 can liar ly report the case, es-

j'liially a- the dead man was old Camnioellc ; he had hi.s

i'liL'ir in loo many Jiics. and ue should not he -iire wlioin wt;

lauhl luii foul of. Men like tiiat ilie to order very often
"'

"And niv name is C'orentin,"' said Corentiii in the man's

'he ("onunissioi'.er started with surprise.

"So ju-I make a note id" all this." Coretitin went on ; "it will

'<•< \i-vy u-efiil iiy and hy ; send it up only as coii!ideiit ial iiifop-

' at loll. The crinii' cannot he pi'ovt'd. and I know that any in-

iuiry would he checked at the very outset.— Hut I will catch

ill ( liminals some day yet. 1 will watch their, and take them
n d-handed."

The police otiicial bowed to Corentin and loft.
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":\ronsiour.- said Katt. ''Madcnoiscllo ,loos nothing but
dance and sin<:. What can 1 do?"
"Has iiiiy chanp' occiirn^d llicn?"
''Slio has tindnvi.,,,,] that Urv father is just dead."
"Put hrr into a ha.kn.'v coa.h, and sinipiv take her to Clia-

rcMilon: I will write a nn|e to tl,e ('Mnnnissioner-Oenoral of
Johre t.. Mrure her I,,. in- si.itahlv provided for.—The
dau^irhier in Chaivnlnn. the falhrr in a pauper's ^rn.ve •"

.s„d forenti >,-'•( 'ontenson, .tro and I'el.-h the parish hearse
And nou-. Dun Carlos Ihrrera. you and I will jlirht it out'"

^Harlos.'' said ('out, .n.-on. "he is in Spain."
"He is in I'aris," said Cnrcntin j.o.itivelv. "Tliere is a

-"•h nf Spanish ,,..nius „f th. Philip [I. tvp. in all this; but
i liave jiitfalls lor everyl.ody, even for kin.ijs."

Fiv.. days after the nahoh's disappearance. :\ra.lan,e dn Val-
^ohie was -ittin.i, hv KMher's l„.d,^ide weepi„,^ f„r she felt her-
f=ell on one of the slopes down to pov.rtv.

"ff I only had at l..a<t a hii .dn.l |n„is a vear! With that
sun,, ,„v d,,ir, a woman can retire to snnie little town and iliid
a husband "

^^f ean '^ct you as mneh as that." >ai.i Ksther.
"How?'" eried Madame du Val-Xohle.
"Oh. in a very simple way. Listen. You nn.st want to

kill y<.urself
:
play your part wll. Send for Asie and otfer

her Urn thousan.i francs for two black beads of v.uT thin -lass
eontainin- a pnison whi.-h kills vo„ m a second. Hrin- tliem
to me. and I will -ive you fifty thousand frames for them "

"Why do you not a>k her for them vourself''' .said her
friend.

"Asie would not sell them to nie."
"They are not for yourself?" said Madame du Val-Xoblo
Perhaps.

'

"You! who live in the midst of pleasure and hixurv in a
bouse ol your own? And on the ev,. of an entertai"nmen(
whieh will be the laik of i'aris for ten vears-whieh i, to eo«t
^ucnircn iw-nty thousand francs! Tliere are to bo straw-
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li. nits in mid-Fohruary, they suy, asparajjiis, j^'rapcs, iiicloMs!

.iiiil a t!iou.<aiiil crowns" wortli nf tlowcrs in tlic rooms."'

•What arc you talkiii-,' about':' 'riicrc arc a thousand

i;i.',M,.-" worth of roses on tlic stairs alone."

'•.\ii.| \oiir ;iown is said to have cost ten tliousand fraiK<?"'

•^.^. it i.- oi" Brussels point, and Dcljihine, liis wife, is

fiin.'ii-. liut I had a fancy to l)e disguised as a hride."'

W hire are the ten thousand francs?"" asked Maihinie du

\, : Xuhh'.

•I I i- all the ready money I have,"" said Ksthcr, smiling.

(M.n my ta])le drawer; it is under the curl-papers.""

|'((.ple who talk of dying never kill themselves."" said Ma-

(i: (111 \'al-Xohlc. "If it were to commit
""

•A (lime? For sliaiiie:"" -aid hlsthcr, lini.-hing her friend"s

t!;(.nL'hl. as she hesitated. "l-Je (|uite easy, I have no inteu-

tixn (d" killing anybody. I had a friend—a very happy wo-

n.iti: she is dead, I must follow her—that is all.""

•|biw foolish'"'

How can I help it ? 1 promised her I wonld."'

"I .-hoiild let that bill go dishonored,"" said her friend,

Miiihiig.

'•l>o ,i< I tell vou and g> at onco. I hear u carriage com-

i: L. Il i- Xucinge , a man who will go mad with joy ! Yes,

!:• I(A(- me I—Whv vio we not love th(»e who love us, for in-

(i-'d ihcv do all lluy can to please us?""

.Ml. iliat is the (|uestionI"' said Madame du Val-Xohle.

••!; i^ tlic old story of the herring, wliii-h is the most puzzling

i^'l that suims.""

•Why?"
''\\(

II, no (Mie could (ver find out."

<..! alont:. mv dear!— 1 must ask for your fifty thousand

"(i,H.(|-liye then.''

' •! tliivc days past, Esther's ways with tho Banm de Xu-

..:.^>-ii had c(im[)letelv changed, 'riie moiik(y had become a

;. I he at had become a woman. Fsther j-pounil out treasures

; ^lii'ijitiou on the old man; she was (juite charming. Her
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way i)f iuklrcssiti;; liiiii, witli a ti,tal al).--cii(f of riUM-'liicf or
bittiTiicss. and all si)rt> of tender insinuation, had carrii

(.'onvii-tidii to till' liatiker's .-low wit; she calliMi him I''ritz, ami
ho I)clic\cd that >hc loved him.

"My poor I'ril/. I ha\c trier] yoii .-orelv." .-aid .-he. "i
Iiave tea^ed you shamefully. Your patience ha.- h-en >uhliiii".

"itai lo\,.(i iiif, I >(•,., and 1 ^ill reward you. 1 like vou now ;

I do not know how it i.<. hut I >lioul(l prefer you to a vouni;
'"'"'• •' i- ill'' result of e\peri(_'nee jierhaps.— In the lonir

run we di.-cover at la.-t that plea.-ure is the coin of the ,<oiil;

*"!'' it i> not more tlattoriiig to he loved for the .-ak,' of
piea-ure than it is to he loved for tlie -ake of mon(y.

"Ijcsides. youn<,^ men are too .s'jlish ; they t!iiid< 'more of
them.-elve.- than of us; while you, now, think oiilv of me. |

am all your life t.. ,ou. And I will tak( nofliin_ir more from
you. I want to prove to you how disinlere.-ted I am."

'\y. 1 hafe rifen you notink," cried the l^amn. enciianted.
"I propose to ,L,Mfe you to-morrow tirty trnisant francs a year
in a (iovernment itond. Dat is mein vedilin,<,' e-jfi."'

Esther kisseil the j'.aroa so swt'ctly that he turned pale
\vitli(uit any pills.

"Oh I" cried .-he, '•do not snppo-e that I am sweet to y.iii

oidy for your thirty thousand f.ancsl It is hecause now—
1 love yon. my ,i:ood, fat Frederic."

'"Ach. mein (ioit I \'y hafe you kept me vaiting? I miglit
hafe !)een so happy all de.-e tree monts."

"in ihi-ee or in live per ceiits. my jiet f" said !-]st!ier, pas--

mg her fingers through Xueingen't hair, and arranging it in

a fasliioi> of hei' own.

"In tree<— 1 hat a (piantity."

So next morning the I'.anm hrought the certificate of

sliares; he came to hreakfasi with hi- dear little girl, and to

take her orders for the following e\ening. the famous Sat-
unhiy, the great day !

"ilere. my little vil'e. my only vife," said the hanker gloe-
fuijy, his fac(> radiant with happme-s. "Ilere is L'noui:h

money \v, ])ay for your keep for de rest of your days."



w1
WHAT LOVE COSTS 287

i;<flit'r took tlu> paper without the sli.<rht('«t oxfiteincnt,

i'-!i|i(! it up, iiiul put it ill Iht ilre-sin^^'-tahlc drawer.

"Sii now \<ni are <|nite happy, yoii iiion^-ler of iniipiity!"

-::'i -he. ^'iviii^' X uci iiu'eii a lillh' j-h'ip on llie clieek. "now

; :,.! i have at la.-l aeeepii d a present from you. I can no

K.'i^vr tell vou lioiiii'-truth>, I'or i sliare the fruit of v.liat you

I ill vo.ir hihors. 'I'his i< iioi a ,L;ii't, luy poor oM hoy, it is

; -titiil ioii.

—

Coiiii'. <lo not put on your liour>e face. 'N'oii

.iU that I love you."

\\: jiifclv I']-tlier. nioin anehi-l of hife," said tlie liaid<er,

•
; . i!..| -peak to nie likf dat. 1 tell you, I should ntit eare

\,:; ;ill di- vorld to(jk p.' for a ticf, if you shouhl tink ine

I!' Iimmi -! nian.— I lofr \oii e\ory day moro and more."

'\'\..A i> my intentiop ' ^aid i-]sther. ".Vnd I will never

, -.i,!! -av aiiythin.u: to d,, .ress y(ni. my ]iet drphant, for you

! -rowii a- artle-- as a hahy. I>h'Ss me, you old rascal, you

1, ,( ni'vrr known any innocence: tli'' allowance hestowed on

.i;. wli'j! vou eami' into tln' world was liound to come to llip

I. j' -oiiir dav: hut it wa- huried so deep tliat it is only now

r. app. arinu at iho aire of sixty-six. Fished up hy h>\e'd

l.ir'h. •! hook.—Tins plienomenoii is seen in old nn-n.

"And ilii- is why I liavc learned to love you, you are younj:

-' Nnunsj'! No one hut I would ever have known this,

r^'d. i-ic— I alone. For you were a hanker at lifteen; even

,;' ...||iL''e vou must iiave lent your school-fellow.s one marble

"i: (1. edition of tlicir returnin^ii two."

Sr.niL'' him laugh, she spran<i on to hi~ knee.

'\V.I1. vou must do as you please! Bless me! |)lundor
''

!'!<ii— iTo ahead, and 1 will hel)). Men are not worth lov-

; Napoleon killed them otT like tlii-. Whether thev pay

::\'- lo vou or to the (iovernment. what dilfereiice dot's it

I: ,M,. to them? You don't make love over the l)ud,iret, and

";i n^y honor!—jro ahead. 1 liave tliou<:ht it ov<'r, and you

:
:. riuht. Shear the sheep! you will find it in the !,'-<)sp(d ao-

-\'\if_: to |-5t''ranL''er.

Now. kiss vour Esther.— T say. you will irive that poor

\ i-Nnhl,. all the furniture in the Kue Taitltout y .And to-
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morrow [ wish yon would <,nvc licr fil'iy llioiisatid francs ;t

would look liandsomc. inv duck. \u[\ src, you killed Fallcix:
people are he^niinin^' to cry out upon you, and this lihcrality
will look r.ahylonian—all the women will tall: ahout it ! Oh !

there will he no one in I'aris m) errand, m) nohle as voii ; and
as the world is constituted, j'alleix will he forgotten. So,
after all, it will he money depo>ited at interest."

"^ou arc ri.irht. nicin anchel ; yon know the vorkl."" he re-

j)licd. "Vou shall i)e mein adiisi'r.""

"Well, you .<ee,"" said Ksthcr. "How I study my man*s in-

terest, his position and honor.— (.Jo at once and hrini,' tho-^c

fifty thousand francs."

She wanted to <,'ct rid (d' Monsieur de Xucin<rcn so as to

get a stockhrok( r to sell the hoiid that very afternoon.
"Hut vy dis niinute?" asked he.

"HIcss 1(10, my sweetheart, yon must '/wo it to her in a

little satin i»o\ wrajiped round a fan. ^'ou must sav. 'Here.
madanic, is a fan wliicli I iiope may he to your taste."—^'oii

aro supposed to he a 'rurcaret, and you will hecome a

Beaujon."

'•('harmiiiLr, charniin^^:" cried ihe F.aron. '"I sliall he so

clever hcnceforlli.— Yes. I shall repeal your vorts."

Juit as Esther liad sat down, tired with the clfort of plavimr
her part, EurojK' came in.

".Madame." said she, "here is a messeiiifer sent from the

Quai .Mahujuais hy Celestin. M. LiicienV st'rvant
"

"IJrinir him in— no, I will iso into the ante-room."
"He ha- a li'ller for you. niadame. fnnii Celestin."
Kstlier ru>liei| into the ante-rooin, looked al llie inesscriLrer.

and saw that he looked like tlte 1:1 nuine tliinj,'.

"'i'ell ////// to eonie down." said K>iher, in a feehle voice.

and di'oppiiiLr into a chair after reading: the letter, "l.iicien

mean- to kill liini>elf." she added in a whisper to Europe.
"Xo. take the h'tter up to him."

Carlos llerrcra, still in his disiruiM' as a hatrman. came
downstair- at once, and keenly se.aitini/.cd the messenger on

seeing a stranger in tlu' anto-room.
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"Vou said tlifre wns uo oik' Ikmc," said lie in a whisper lo

i; IIP. in-.

\i.A with all oxci'ss of iinidfiicc. after looking' at the mes-

- ij. i-. hi' went straight into the (irawiiig-rooni. 'rrumpi-la-

Mn il;ii not know tlial for >onie iime |>a>t tlie famous con-

>i,i!mi' "\ the detective force wlio had arrested him at the

\i,:i-"ii \'aui|uer had a ri\ai, who, it \\a- suiipn>cd, woiihl re-

j.::irr hiiii. 'I'liis rivul wa> tlie mo.-eiii^er.

"Tlie}' are ri.irlit."" said the sham messentrer to Contenson,

,, .1 uas waititiLT for him in the sireet. ••'The nian you

.•-. nl.t i- in tile iioiise; but he i.- iioi a SpaniariL and I will

i.i.i;. iMV hand oil' if there is not a bird for our net under that

i'i-|i -l'.- L'^wn."

'ih' i~ no more a [iriest than he is a Spaniard,"' said C'on-

;• -"II,

i am '•( of that," ^aid the detective.

I'll, if , nly we were ri;.dit I" said Contenson.

i,!ii ieii iiad lieen away t'or two days, and advanta.ire liad

I" !i taken of his aliser.ee to lay this snare, hut he returned

I'li- ivenin;^. and the eourte-airs anxieties were allayed. \e\t

iiii'rniiig, at the hour when Iv-ther, havinir taken a hath, was

,i;i;!!ni: into hed again, .Madame du \'al-.\ohle arrived.

"I ha\i' the two pills!" said her friend.

"1.11 me see," said Esther, raising her.-elf with her pretty

el'i">s buried in a pillow trimmed with lace.

M.niaiiie du ^'al-Xoble held out to her what looked like

t"" biaik currants.

Till' r.aron lia<l given Kstlier ii pair of greyhounds of

f.i!Mii;s pedigree, which will be always known !iy the name
• I !iie ;:r'eat contem])orary pocf who madf them fa-hionabje;

• :'"i M-thiT, proud of owning them, had called them by the

-I r,!». il

il. ,1

their ])aren ts, I?omeo and dulii 't. X(o iii-i'd here to

le whiteness -ii. rrace of these beasts, t raincci inr

i! ilrirw MiLT-room. with nianners siiLrirestive of j-^icili^h lu'o-

!• :>ii er ca lied J idmeo ; iiomeo ran u|) mi legs m>

iiid thin, so strong and siuewv, that the V si'cmed like

19
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!-tccl >iirin;,'.s aiul looked up at liis mi>trf.ss. EiitluT, to at-

tract his allfiilioii, ipri'lcmlcd to tlimw one of ilu. juU.s.

•"llr is (IuuiiumI i)\ lii> iiaiiir to div tliiis," >ai(i ,-lic, as sIk;

tlinu the ]m1I, which lioiiico cnishcd between liis teelli.

Tlie d.i^' made no .-ound; lie rolled over, and was stark
dead. It was all over while Ksther sjioku these words of

epilaiili.

•(.M,,(l (iod!" shrieked Madame dii \'al-Xolilc.

'^"" li'i^e a cah wa i\^. Carry away the departed
Koineo," .Slid J';^tlier. •llis death wi.uld make a cummotioii
here. I have uiven him to yoii, and you have hot him—
advertise I'ur him. .Make ha>te; _\on will have your iifly

thi>iisind fnincs this evening'.'"

She s)>oke so calmly, so entirely with the cold indifTeroiiee

of a coiirte.~an. that .Madame dii \'al-N'ohle exclaimed:
"^'ou are th" (^hieen of ii> all I"

'"Come earl_\, and look \erv well
-"'

.\t live o\-l.ick Iv-iher div>.-ed hiMVelf as a hride. She put
on her lace dress over \Uiile -atiii. -he had a white sash, white
satin shoes, and a scarf <<( |-::i:,rl..,|| |„,j||t lace over her heau-
tiful shoulders. In her hair >he placed white camellia tlow-

ors. the sinijile ornament <>{' an iniinccMt pnl. On her hosuiu

hiy a pearl necklace worth thirty tlioi, and francs, a tril't from
Nucili;,'en.

Thon,<:h she was dressed hy si.\, .-he ri'fnsed to see anyhodv,
even tlie hanker, luirope knew that Liicien was to !>(> ad-
mitted to her i-iiuni. laicicM came at ahunt seven, and Europe
niana;:ed to ;,r,.t Inni up m her mistress without anyimdv
knowinir of his ai'rival.

laicieii, as lu' looked at her, said to himself, "Wliy not
go and live with I: r at l.'uhempre. far from the world, and
never see Paris apiin? I have an earm'st of five years of her

life, and the dear creature is one of thoso who never helie

themselvo! Where can I find such anotlur perfect master-
piece?"''

".My dear, you whom I have made my (oid," ^aid Ksther,
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-liioi) in fmnt of Ltu^ion, '"L'ivr nukiKilini:' flown on m cii

\..iir ll|r-^in;,^"

Kiic'rii trird to raise iicr iind ki» tier, sayin^^. "What is tliis

|i-i. mv iliiir love?" And lie would liavi- put liis arm round

i;,i. I.ui -lu' l>ifd licrM'll' with a ^'csturi' as intich of respect as

i.r li-iriii'.

am no lonirer worthy of von, Lueien, aid she. h'tting

liic Ui\r- rise to her eve; •I ini]ilore you, j,nve me your l)le;

mill sw( ar to me that vou wii found two heds at tlie

.|)i,.ii— f,,,-, as to ])rayers in churili, (!od will never for-

;: \. nie nil less 1 pray niy.-elf.

•| !ia\e loveil voii too well, luv dear. Tell iiie that I made

\nu liajil')- '">' '''''t .^'"i ^^'' II sdiiietimes think of nie.

—

'I'ell

nil' thai :

I IHlrtl saw that Esther was soleiniilv in earnest, ami lie

;il IhilikllU

•^ Mil mean to kill yourself,"' said he at Ia~t, in a tone of

I
.' lliat revealed dei'p retleetioii.

.\o." Miid ^lie. •Hut tn-dav, mv dear, the woman die?,

Ill re. ( haste, and loviiw woman who once was your.-

A: •! i am verv mueh a fraiil that I shall die of in-itd".

aid Liieien. *"uail '
i have worki'd

in t-eeiiiiT I'lotilde—
liardr.Mir ciiiiu

i\, 'I davs

Alv.avs Clotilde!'" eried Kstlier. in a tone of concor;-

liave Slice. 'Cileil

tr;ii.i! rac'e

V said lie. We 11 ive written to eaeli otlier.—On Tuoi

li . moriiin'r she is to set out forltalv, hut I >liall meet her on

for an interview at rontainel)leau.

me! what is it that von men w-ant for wivt

ideii lallis .' ( ried jtoor Iv-ther. '"If 1 l;ad seven oi- ei,udit

ini'lion-. would vou not marrv me- come now
•(

'

was ffoinS to sav that i<" all is ov(t for me, I will

}i:i\.' no wifi' hilt Von.

t'ler hent her head to hide her suddcni pallor and theIten

;- -he w iiied awav.

Y'.ii lo\c me?" said >he. looking.' at I.ucien with the deep-

e-i iiielancliolv. "Well, that is mv sutllcient hlessin<i.—Do
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not ronipnuiiir-c \()iii>ili'. (in aujiv by tlic side door, and
f"Mii' in In ihc dr;i\i iiii^-niuiu tlirou^di ilic aiiti'-rooin. Kii^s

JIIC (itl llli' rurclliMil,""

She tlii-i u liir anil- rniiiid l.iicicii, cliisj^'d him to hor lu'iirt

with l'nii/\ . and -aid a;:aiii :

"< in. mily '^K "i>r I iiiii>t live""

\\ hrii lih' dijoimd wiiiiiaii appeared in tho drawinjj-rooin,

tluTf \\a> a (TV i>i admiration. Ksthcr's cyo?! expressed in-

iinitiide in whirii tlie sold saiii< as it looked into them, iler

hliiedilaek and lieaiilil'ul hair set oil" the camellias. In short,

this e\(|iii-iie crealure arliie-.ed all the etl'eets slie had in-

teiidrd. Slic had iin rival. She looked like the supreme
('\pre>-i.pii n{ ihat iinhridird luxury which siirroniided her

in every rnriii. 'I'lieii -lie was hriiliantly witty. She ruh'd

the ny^^y with the cnld. calm power that llali"iu>ek displav-;

when c<>ndiietiii,Lr at the ( '(Hi>cr\aliiire. at tho.-e eoiicerts where
the lirst mii.-iciaiis in j-hirope ri-e to the suhliine in interpret-

ing' Mnzarf and l!c.tlio\cn.

I'lit >lie nhserve(l with terror that .XiiciiiLTen ate little, drank
nothin^i:. and was cpiite the ma>ter td" the house.

Uy miihiiiiht everyhody was crazy. The frlasscs were
broken that they iiiiLdit never he ii>ed a,i:ain : two of the

Chinese^ (Mirtains were torn : iiixioii was drunk, for the second

time in his life. N'u luie could keep his feet, the women were
a>leep on the -ofa-. and the triiests were incapal)le of earrviii"

out the practical j..ke they had planned of escorting' Esther
and Xiicintreii to the hedmom. standiiii,' in two lines with

candles i.: their hands, and singing Iliionn sera from the

Xucingeii sinijdy gave T->ther liis liand. Rixion, who saw
them, thoiiirh tip>v. was still able to say. like Eivand. on the

occasion of the Due de K'ichelieu's hist marriage. '"The police

must be warned: there is mischief brewing here."

The jester thought lie was jesting; he was a prophet.

M(msieur de X'ueingen did not go Jionu* till Mondav at

about noon. But at one o'clock his broker informed him
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tlKit Mademoiselle Esther van Hogseck Imd soUl the hoiui

l.r,i!iii>,' thirty thousaiKl franca interest on Friday hi.st, and

ii.id just received the money.

"Hut, Monsieur le Haron, Derville'.s head-clerk called on

,„r ju-t as I was settling this transfer; and after seeing Made-

;n..i>..lle Esther's real names, he told mo she had come into a

l\iiluiii' of seven millions."

i'ooh!"'

•Vrs: she is the only heir to tlie old bill-discounter Gob-

-.,k.--I)crville will verify the facts. if :,our mistress'

^ i;,niiirr uas the handsome Dutch woman, la Hi lie IlullanJaise,

;,';! .1- ili.v (ailed her, she comes in for
"'

•I 'k,i,,u dat she is," cried the hanker. "She tolt me all

li,i lit".-. I shall write ein vort to Derville."

The Baron sat down at his d<^-k, wrote a line to Derville,

:i;Mi >.iit it by one of his servants. Then, after going to

ill.' I'.nurse. he went back to Esther's house at about three

'•Madame forbade our waking her on any pretence what-

. vrr. Siu- i.; in bed—asleep
"

•Adi der Teufel!" said the Baron. "But, Europe, she

-hill imt !," angry to b»> ttdt that she is fery, fery rich. She

-ImII inli -it seven millions. Old (Jobseck is deat, and your

rii!~i >s '.•. his sole heir, for her moter vas Goljseck's own niece;

anl JMsidcs. he .shall hafe left a vill. I could nevr hafe

i.ii-lii tliat a millionaire like dat man should hafe left Esther

ill misery I"

Ah, iia! Then your reign is over, old pantaloon!" said

Ijimpe. looking at the Baron with an effrontery worthy of

.II- uf .Moliere's waiting-maids. "Shooh ! you old Alsatian

. i-.'W : She loves you as we love the plague ! Hi'avens above

i> ' Millions !—AVhy, she may marry her lover; won't she be

j.mI:-'

And I'rudence Servien left the Baron simply thunder-

-'nrkcn, to be the first to announce to lu-r mistre.-^s this great

^•n.ke nf luck. The old man. intoxicated with superhuman

t .j-yiuent, and believing himself happy, had just received a

Si-
Q
3
f-
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c'lild siiowir-hiilli (HI lii> |l;l^^iuli ;il ilic iiiniucnt uluii il ll.lil

risen 1(1 the !tlt(il>(>l U llllf ll(;ll.

"She v'ls ilccciviiii: iiic !" (111(1 lie. uitli tears in his eyes.

''ics, vhc viis clieai in;,' inc. dli. I'i^llirr. my life I Vas a

f""! lialV 1 liccn ! Can ,-iicli tlnucr- cvir iilooiti t'ur de old

iii'ii I I can liny all \al I vill ( \cc|it only yont I
- Ach (iolt.

ach (ioll ! \'ai :-|iall I do? \at -hall hcconic of nic?— Sin-

is ri^^iil. dal cruel lMiro|ie. I'i-llicr, il' she is rich, shall iiol

!)(• for inc. Shall I ;:o hank ni\.-ell"r \'at i^ life ninjout dc

divine llaiiie of |o\ dal I ha\e kiioun? Mein (lott, iiieiii

(loti
:••

'I'lie old iiiaii snatched oil' the faUe hair he had conihcd

in with his ;:ra\ hair^ these tliree months \)a>\.

A picrciiiL:' >liriek I'mm l-;iiro|ie made Xncin^'en (jiiail to

his very liouels. 'i'lie |ioor liaiiker rose and walked upstairs

on |ei,'s that were drunk uilh the iiowl ol' di-enchantnieiit he

liad jiist swallowed to the drcLTs. for iiothiiiif is more into\i-

catiiii,' than the \\ ine of disaster.

At the door of her room he could see Iv-iher stitF on lier

bed. hliie with poison—dead I

lie Weill up lo the IhhJ and dropped on his knees.

"Voii are ri;.dil I She toll me .so!—She i.s dead—of

me
I'accard. .\sie. every one hurried in. It was a spi'ctaele. a

i^liock, hut not de-pair, livery one liad their doul)ts. 'I'lie

liai'oii was a hanker auain. A suspicion crossed ids mind,

and he w.-'.s so jniprudent as to ask what had hecoiiie of the

seven liundred and lifty ihou-and francs, the price (d* the

bond. I'ai-card. .\sie. and h.urojie hioked at each other so

slraiiLi'ciy that Monsieur iK' \ucinL''en kd'l tlio house at once,

bi'lievinj.' that roiihcry and nmrder had been committed.

Kurop(\ detect int: a ])aekel of a .-oft consistency, beirayin:;

the contents to he hanknotes. under lier mistress" pillow, pro-

ceeded at once to "lay her out." as site said.

"(io and tell monsieur, .\>i('I—Oh, to die i'efore she knew

that she had sevc'ii millions I tiubseck was poor inadaiuc's

uncle I" said she.
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Ijii'inic's stratnp'iii «ii> iiriilii'-tHdil liv PiUcnnl. A- Mmii

;i- \- I- liark was liinnil, luinip.' i)|mii(iI iIh' |iarkc|. nu

\ili!,li ilic liaplos riiiirloaii lia<l writttii: "Tn hr (Iclivrnd Id

M-ii-itiir Liicii'ii (|.' l>nliriii|iri''.'"

>.•> M liuitilrcd ami fi ft v tlmii.-aii<l-fi-nnc iiolc- >liniii' in llu;

(',i- m|' rnidrn f SiTvicn, wlm csclaiiiifil :

•Wi.ii'l uc !" liappv ami li^m'st fur ihc rest of mir

Ir,.-'-

I'.ircai-il inaili' ii" (ilijrct inn. Hi- instincts a> a thief wciv

-liMii-i I- than lii> allacliiiirMi to 'ri'Mrii|M'-la-Mort.

•|iiiiiii i- ili'ail," he -aid at length: "iiiy slMidd'T i~ still

a j'!'..!'!' Iitfnrf IcttfTS. l.it 11- 111' nlT t ni^i't luT ; dividr tllC

iMiiii.\. -11 a- ni>t tn lia\i' aP mir f^'^> in <in<' ba.-ki't, and then

L'l I niarrird."

i'.iil wlicf.' can \vr liidc!'" -aid I'riidcnci'.

•|
Ii I'aris." rc[iln'(l I'accard.

I'fiidrnic and i'accard went ofV at once, with th(^ prompti-

I'ldi ni' two honest folks transformed into robbers.

'Mv (hihl,'" said Carlos to Asie. as soon as she had said

il.ivc \\.,rd>, "find some letter of K-tlier"s while I write a

f-nnal will, and then take lite copv and the letter to (iirard;

lilt he must he qnick. 'I'he will must be imder Ksthor's

im!!'i\\ before tln' lawyers al1i\ the seals hert'."'

And he wroto out the followiii<^ will:

—

"Vcver havitii: loved any one on etirtli btit Monsieur T.iicion

( 'lanion de Kuheinpre, and beiiii: rc>^olved to end my life

rather th;!n relaiise into vice and the life of infatiiy from

wbah he rescued me. I trive atid hei|iieath to the said Lncien

t'i ardon de Kubempre all I may ]io.-sess at the time of my
i!''e.a>r. on condition of his foiitidin.ir n mass in iier[)etuiiy

in liie parish clnirch of Saint-lJoch for the repose of her wl.o

^Mve hitu her all, to her last tliouglit.

"KSTIIKI! (i<)I!Si;rK."

"Tiiat is quite in her style," thouirht Trompc'-la-Mort.
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Hy Hovcn in the tvonirig this (lucuiiiciit, written iiml H-ali'il,

was |)lii(f(| liy Asic urnltT K.-tlicr's l»iiUt<r.

•'.IjUMjiU's,"' HJiid ^lif, living,' upstairs again, "just an I caniL'

out <if till' roniii ju'tict' iiiari:lic(l in
"

"'I'lic justiif of till' pcaic you inraii?''

"No, my son. Tlir justice of ihr jicafc was thorp, hut

iir iuul gi'nd.u'tms with hini. 'I'he fiuiilic |)rost<('utor ainl

till' rxaniining juiige are tiierr too, aiiii tlic doors are guardoil.
'

"This (Icatii has ina(h' a stir Mry quickly, "'
ruinari^ctl

.laciiiics Collin.

".\y, and I'accard and riuropc jiavc v.inislicd ; f am afraid

they may lia\c scand away the .-e\c!i hiiiidred and fifty thou-

Fand francs." said Asie.

"'I"he low villains!" said Collin, "'i'licy ha\e done for

us hy theii- swindling game."

Human justice, and Paris justice, that is tn say, the most

suspicious, keenest, cleverest, and omniscifnt typo of justiif

—too cli'ver, indeed, for it insists on interpreting the law ai

every turn—was at last on the point of laying its hand on the

agents of this horrilde intrigue.

Tho Haron do Xucingen, <m recognizing the ovideiu'c of

poison, and failing to fiml his seven hundred and fifty thou-

sand francs, imagined that one of two persons whom In-

greatly disliked—either Paccard or Europe—was guilty of

the crime. In his first inij)ulso of rage lie tiew to the prefei -

tiire of |)olice. This was a stroke of a hell that called up all

Corontin"s men. 'J'lie otlicials of the prefecture, tho legal

profession, the cluef of the poli-e, the justice of the peace, the

pxaniining judge,—all were astir. By nine in the evoniiiL'

three medical men wore called in to jierform an autopsy on

poor Esther, and iiuiuirics were set on foot.

Tronipo-la-Mort, warned hy Asio, oxclaimod:

"Xo one knows that I am hero ; I may take an airing." He
pulled himself up hy the skylight of his garret, and with

marvelous agility was standing in an instant on the roof,

whence he surveyed the surrouudinga with the coolness of a

tiler.
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*f!nn(l!" Pttid he. disc-rnin^' ii pjnl-'ii five lioii.-i-;* <»1T i

th. Kill' df rrovciKi 'tlial will just do fur iin'

"Vdii are pui

,1. Iliv .IlU'l^'illJ,'

sud

from li.limil a sia.k of chimm'ys. ' Vou may
\ out. TromiH'-la-Mort," said ('uiitc'P«on

.liiiii to Moii>.ii'Ui Ciitniisol what mass vou were jHTfurmin;^

,.'..
t!,,. roof. Monsieur rAblK', and. ai-vc all. why y..u u-rc

1 > i|'i"K

I liMVc oncniics in Spain." saiil Carlos Iltrrcra.

-Wv (an go tluTf i.y way of your attic.' said Conton-

'"""

'I'll., sham Spaniard luvt.nd.d to yi.i.l ;
l>iit. liavinf,' sft

Ir- hiick and f.'ft a(ro>s thr opnimj,' of llu- skyliKlit. Ih»

,Mip|.. ,1 (•..ntcnson and lliuiK him olT with such vi.dcn.r that

ili, M.v fell in the ijutter of the Hue Saint-tieor^'es.

C.ntenson was dead on his iield <.f hcmor; .lacqiies Collin

,,.,i,.|l\ (li-ojipcd into the room a^'ain and went to l)ed.

'

-(.IS,- me somethinjr that will mak.- me very sick witliout

Lilliii- me." said he to Asie; '"for 1 must he at death's door,

t.. isuid answering' iiKpiisitive persons. 1 >o not Ix' alarnierl

I ;,„! a prie.t. and shall >till he a priest. I have just P't

,:,| ,,f a mai\ in tlie most natural vay, who might liave un-

ni;i>ke(l mt'."

Ai seven o'clock on the jireviouri evonin.L,' Lncien had set

,,nt in his own chaise to i)ost to Foniaine'deau wiih a pas;?-

|. rt lir had procured in the mornin-; he >lept in the nearest

,ni! on the N.'inours side. At six in the moniin«: he went

;,|,,ne. and on foot. throuL'ti the forest as far as B,.uron.

Tin-." said he to liimself. as he sat down (m one of the

.., k- that einnmand the line landscape of i'.oiiron. "is the

f.it^,l ^put where Najioleon dreamed of making' a final tre-

fi,..!i,l"iis elTort on the eve of his alxlication."

\t daybreak ho heard the approacli of post-liorses and saw

. l,rM-ka drive past, in which sat the servants of the

ifurhose do Lenoncourt-Chauliou. and Clotilde dc (Irandlieu's

li'ilid.

•Hero they are
!" thought Lucion. "Xow, to play the farce
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well. ,111.] I ,.li;ill 1„. savrd :— 'I'll.. Due .i.. (iran<]licn"s son-in-
liiu ill -jiiii (,f lijii,

;••

It ua.^ an liniir later when lie hoard tli.' peculiar soinul made
by a siip.'rior trawling-- carria-:.', as tlie l.criiii.' eaiiie near in
\^li!cli tlic iu-.> la.li.... u('r('sitIi^,i,^ Th.^y ha. I driven .,rd."rs that
tlu' .Ira- >h,)ul<l hv put .111 f.,r tlie hill duwii t.. Fiouniti. and
the iiian-MTvaiit hfhin.l the ,arria,Lr.' had it st.ippod.

At thi.~ iii.-laiit Lucieii caiiii' fi.ruar.l.

'"^!'"!.''''''' " -''"' ''*' ^"Pl'i'i;^' •'" th.. uind.)\v.
"Xn." sai.l 111,. y,,iiii- Dn.-he^s fi Iht frieiwl, '-h.- shall ii.it

p«'t mtn III., carria-... aii.l w.. will n.it h.' ai.iiie with him, my
dear. Sp..ak f. liim fur th.. hiM tim..— to that I .-.msent ; hu't
' ;lie i-iad. uhere \\v will walk ..ii. and wh.-re i5a[)ti>te can
- I us.—Th.. ni.u-nin;: is fin... w.. aiv w..ll wrapp.id up, an.!

.-a-,, n.i fear <.f the ....M. Tlu. .arria-e can f,,il,,w."'

Tl.t. two w.iMien )Sit\ .lilt.

"Hapii>ie.- said ih.. I)ii,.|„.ss. -th.' post-lmv can follow
sl..uly; we want to walk a liiil.. wav. ^ ..u niii>l koop near
us.

'

.Miideleine (1.. M,.risiul' took Cloiij.l.. hv th.' arm and al-
lowed jji.i,.,, In i;||k. 'p|„.v ,|,,|. walk.-.'] .,n ,is far a,> the
villa-e ..f (iivz. h was ii.>w .'ii^ln .,',-|uek. ami tlu'iv ('l.)tilde
dismiss...] Liiii..ii.

-WVIl. my fri-nd." said sli... cl..sin<r this hm^' interview
with much diLniiiy. ••! n.'V.r shall marry anv one hut you.
r would rathi.r he|i,.v.. in y.Mi than in oih.T m.m, in niv father
and m.ither— n.i woman ..\er ^rave ,i:,-eat..r proof of' attach-
ment sur..ly:-— X,,w. try to .•oun!..ract the fatal prejudices
wlii.-h militate a^irainsl voii."

.lust tli,.n the tramp of -all,, pint: ||,,r>.'s was heard, and.
to th.. irivai aniaz(.ment of th.. Jadie.s, a force of gendarmes
?urroiin.l..|| th.- litil.. partv.

'•What do you wanty said Luci..n. with the arro!,'ance
of a .laii.lv.

"^

".\re y.m Monsieur Liicien do Kubompre?"' asked the public
pnw..eutor of i''onlainebIeau.

"Ves. nmnsieur."'

ii £;
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•^'()U will spend ti)-iii;:l:t in i-a Forcf." said lie. "I huvi

uarraiil inr tln' ( Iflciit idii of viiur person.

w arc lIU'M' ladii's .- a>kril till' MT'^i'ant.

'I'd iic sure.— Kxcusc ni.'. ladif-—vour ])assports? For

ur Lncicii, ;\- I am in.-inirti'd, I':' iniiuaihtancort

tlir fair sex. ulio for him won!

•II., y>\

.r--liiulr'

I take till' l)uchcssf dc Lcnoi' oiu't ' 'liauliru for ii

sail 1 .Madclcini', with a ma i:!'. i nl lialiash at tl le

1 lir- pi'i ~,'cutor.

•Voii ;irc hand-omc cnon;:!! to ("\cu>i; the error," the magis-

tral' MMv clfVci'h' rrtorti"

•r>iipii>tc. ])ro(lucc the passports," siiid the young Duehe

u :i ii ;i >inilo

•And with what crime is ^fonsicnr dc RnhciTiprc charged!

d t'lotildc, whom the Duchess wi-iied to >ec sa fe in the

Of ill iiii: accessorv lo a ruhhery and murder," replied the

<;orL''eaiit ot L'ciKlanne;

iliste Ii fteil Mademoiselle de (Jrandlieu into the chaise

][ :, (Icai ! faint.

F'.y midnight [.ueicii Avas entering Ja Forro. n prison sit-

u;i!cd lietween tile I'uc Paveiine and the Rue des Ballets,

v.Ih'Iv he wa- placed in solitary confinement.

'I'in' Ahhe Carlos llerrcra was also there, having heen ar-

rc-;. il that evening.
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\r .-ix o'rlruk next inoriiiiii: two vcliiclos with postilion?,

• \\^'<\\ \iui>, callfd in the vi_f,'i)r()u> lani,niaf.^' of tlic populace

i''iiirrs ii sdhuh'. caiiiL' out of La Force to drive to the Con-
IV the Palais de .lusticc,

<« Jm;1]( rs in V in? can have failed to moot th IS prison

(ill 1,11 uiiools; still, thoujrh most stories arc written for

r,ii-i.Ma!i readers, stranfrers will no douht he satisfied to have

;i il> M-rijition of this formidalile maeliine. Who knows?
Tiie jiiiliee of l{ussia, (lermany, or Austria, the lei,'al hody of

(iii!itri( .- to whom the "Saiad-liasket"' is an unknown machine,

i!:.iv [inifit hy it ; and in several foroipi countries there can
ie n<i douht that an imitation of this vehicle would he a l)oon

l-i pri-duers.

This ijjnoniinious conveyance, yellow-hodiod, on hijrh

uiiei'ls. and lined with shoot-iron, is divided into two coni-

pirliiients. \\\ front is a hox-seat, with leather cushions

iiiii! ,ni apron. This is the fro(! seat of the van. and accom-

ii!'"iates a shorifT'ri ofliccr and a frendarme. A strong iron

t^iili^, reaching to the top, separates this s(U't of cah-front

fi'iiii the hack division, in which there are two wooden seats

iibiMi] sideways, as in an omnibus, on which the prisoners sit.

i li'v i:et in hy a stop hehind and a door, with no window.
The nickname of Salad-haskot arose from the fact that the

^'^,i(!(. was ori<:inally made entirely of lattice, and the

[•ri-'inors were shaken in it just as a salad is shaken to

i\r. it.

!"iir further security, in case of accident, a mounted gen-
ii iriiie follows the machine, especially when it conveys

< litninals condemned to death to the place of execution. Thus
'-(ape is impossible. The vehicle, lined with sheet-iron, is

impervious to any tool. The prisoners, carefully searched

(301)
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wlicti thry aiv ;iriv-ir,l ,„ |,M-k,.,| „,,. ,,,„ 1,;,;.. ,„,iliinj. h„t
«;ilrl.-sprin-s, imtI,,,[,-. t,, (H,. ihn,i,-|, |,;u->. ^,,(1 nr,U'S„u ,i

Sm the ji'un'n- r) s.il.nlr. iniprnvcl l.v tlic -ciiins n\' ili,. \>nr\.

I'"'"'''- ''•'•"iH' liir iiphIcI f.,r ill,. |iri>nn .miniliii- (kiH,u,i n^
l^nndnii a.- -I'.lack .Mana'-) in uhuh cr.inicts aiv iraii.-purn ,|

to the liiilks. ill. Ira, 1 ,,f thr hniriMc iiinil.nl uliicji r,,niirrl\
•lis-raccl ciMlizatiun, iliun-li Maiinii I.,.M,nit lia^ made ii

famous.

Die airii-c,! aiv. Ill ill,, fir-t in>tan,-,', ,l,..-[)at,-hi.,l in tli.

priM.M van fn.i,, li,,. vari.ms pris,.ii> in I'aris {<, the l'alai<
de -[n-ii,-,.. I,, !„. ,|u,..ii, ,„,,! l,v i!„. ,..\aniinin,:,^ jii,!-,'. 'I'liis,

in j.ri:.on slan-. i^ cailc! --nui- n;. (nv .xanuna'ti,,!!.- 'I'iu-n
the accu>,.(l aiv a.-ain ,un\vv,<l from pri.nn i,, H,,. C.urt
to 1h> .~,.nt,.nr,.| uiH.n ih- ir (:>>< i< ,,nl,v a nii.-,l,.m,an,,r : or if.

in l,.-al parlaii,-.-, il„. ,,,.,. i^ ,,ii.. for tli,. |-|,i„.r Court. th,.v
are tran.^lVriv,] from il,.. 1i,)iim- ,.f ,!,.t,.niinn to il„. (•on,.i,.ri:,:-
nc. the '•W.w-al,'"" of th,. |),.parim,.iit of tlu' S,.in,..

Kina!ly. th,. prison \;in ,arn,.-: tli,> criminal <ond,.mn<.d to
di.ath fnuii I!i,Vir,. i,, tii,. I!arri..iv Saini-.Ja,-,p,i,... uln'rc ,.x-
eeutmns ar,. earn,.,! ,mii. and liav,. Invn fwr sin,,, th,. R,. volu-
tion of duly. Thanks to philanihropi,- intcrf.iv,,,-,.. tlu- poor
wrotdH's n,> !,,n-,.r lia\,. t,. fa,-,. ii„. ||,„n,rs of th,' drive fmia
the V„m-]vr^vnv t,. ih,. I'jar,. ,1,. (,,v\,. i,, a ,arl ,.xa,.tlv lik..
that iis,.,l hv \vo,„l m,.r,-haiit-. 'I'liis cart is n,i h.iio-,.,- used but
to bring th,. body back fivm the scatlold.

Wi;]i,)ut iliis ..xplaiiatioii th,. u,,r,ls ,,f a faiii,>us convict
to his a(c,mipli,v, 'Mf is ii,,\r ih,. h,)rs,."> bii>iiu.ss I" as he -nit

into the van. \v,uihl b,. uniiit,.|li^ibi,.. K j, impossible't..
be carried to e.\eciiti,>n m,.re <;omf,irtal.lv than in I'aris !i,)\v-

adays.

At tins iiiomciif th,. t\v,) van-, scltini: ,)iit at such an eariv
hour, \v(.r,. (.mph.ycd ,„, th,- unwonte,! M.rvice ,.f conveyiiiL'
t\v,) acciis,.,] pri>,,ncrs fr,,in the jail ,if La F,.ree to" tli..

Coiicierg,.ri,.. and each man had a ••S,-,hi,l-basket"' to him-
self.

Xine-tenths of my readers, ay, and nine-tenths of the re-
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i.iiiiiiiL' tenth, iirc iT|-|;iiiily iLMmiMnl .f tlif vast (lifTcreiicc

. unaiiinir ill ill'' uiirils iinTiiiiiiialril, siL-pci-Icil. acciiscil,

rMiMiiiiiicd for t I'ial- - jail, Ikum' ot' (Irtcntion. iiml pcii-

i.i.iiai'N : ami tlicv ma\' lie snrjU'iM'il 1" learn here that it in-

\'iUr.- all iiur ei'iiiiinal iimeedure, nf uliidi a clear ami hrief

(iiUiin'- uill |>re>entlv he skelelieil. as nuieli for llii'ir iiifopina-

thiii ii- f(jr the eliieidation of this history, llowrver, when

11 i- sanl that the lir>t van contained .lacipies ('<dlin and llio

.-I •olid l.iicicn, wh.p in a few hours had fallen frmn the sum-

lei! of >..! ial snlendor to the dc|ith> of a jirismi cell, curiosity

\'. i'l for ilio nioineni he .-at i.-tii d.

The (onduct of the two ai-eonipliecs was charnoteristio

;

l.iiririi de IJuheiupre shraid< liaek to iuoid the j^axf of the

[','--cr--li\-. who looked at the ^rralcd window nl' the <xlooiny

;i' d I'aNfnl vehi(de oil it- road ahmj: the iJiie Saint-.\iiIoine

:i' d i!ii' line (111 Martroi to reach the (|uay and the Arch of

>,o'it-.l.an. the way. at that time. aci'os> the IMace ile rilotel

>'. \'ille. This arcliwav now foian-- the entrance ^^ate to the

n-idciKc of the I'refcl de la Seim> in the Iniire municipal

[ial.ir-e. 'I'he darinu' coin id. on the contrary, stuck his face

.ij-.dn-i ilic hai'rcd ixra! in^r. hetwcen the ollicer and the gen-

ii, ire ic. u ho. sure (d' their \an. were (diattitiLT toilet her.

'! lie --real day- cd' duly l>:ln, and the trcmemiotis storm

ill!; liicii hiir>t. lia\e so completely wiped out the memory
•

'\' .ill pie\ ions events, and po|iti(-; so entii'cly ah-orlied the

I'le'ii h iluriiiLT the la-t >i\ month- (d' that year, that no one

'.' iiiciiilicr-—nv a fi'W scarc(dy rcmcmlier — the \arioii> |)rivate,

jM'i'ciai. and financial cala-lrophe-. strange a- they were.

vvl ill. formiiii:- the annual food <d' I'ari-ian cnri<i.-ity. were

no! l.-h kiiit: ilui'inLT the lir-t siv monih.- (d" the xcar. It is,

I!:' !ei..IT, lUMM Ifid t. ) nielll I'MI llo'A' I' iri- wa-. for the inonient

:ci| iiv nic news oi tlie arre>t (d' a Si pri<'>t. di.-

i' d in a courte-anV liou>e. and that id' the elepint Liicien

li'idHiiiMn''. who had heen enLraiied to Mademoisidle Clotihle

1 Iraiidiicii. lakeii on ihe hiirliroad to lialv. (dose to the

au'e o (irez. I'.ol 1 were ( liar -ed a- I H'lnir coiicernei

a a iiiu rder. of which the prolits were ^tatcd at seven iiiiUions
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of fraiK-s: and for sonii- days tin' siamlal of thi^: trial prc-

poiidcraii'd over tli.' ali-iirliin!,' iiiipurtaiK !• of tlic last eloctions

held under Charles X.

In tlie llr^t place, the chariri' Iiad lieeii ha<ed on an applica-

tion liv the fiaron de Nuein;,'en; liien, Liieien's apprt'liension,

just as he was alioiil to he appointed private secretary to the

Prime Minister, made a stir in the very hi^diest circles of

pocietv. In e\erv drawinu-room in I'aris more than one

younj,' man conhl recdllect havinu' envied Liieien when he was

honored hy the rotice of the heautiful Diichcssc dc .\raufri-

gncuse ; and every wnmaii knew that he was the favorei]

attache of Madame de Seri/y. the --.ife (d' one of the (lovern-

rncTit bi^'-wi;,'s. And finally, his !iand>on;" person pive liiiii

a sin<;ular notoiaeiv in the various worlds that make up I'aris

—the world (d" fashion, the financial woi'ld, the world <(

COurie>ans, the younij ineifs world, the literary world. So fnr

two ilays past all I'aris had hecn talking" of these two arrests.

The eAaminiiiLr jud/ie in whose hands the ease wa> ]iut re-

frarded it as a chance for jiromotion; and. 'o proceed with

the utmost po.-sihle rapidity, he Iiad iiiven orders that hoth the

accused should lie transferred from La Force to the Con-

cier^rerie as sc.;in as laicicn dc Ilul.'ernpre could he hroiight

from Foiitainehleau.

As the Ahhe Carlos had spent hut twelve hours in L;i Force,

and Lucien only half a ni>,dd, it is n>ele>- to descril>e thai

prison, which has >ince hoen entirely remodeled : atnl as to the

details of their coiisiirnment, it W( iild he only a repetition of

the same storv at the Concierevrie.

But before settinji forth the terrible drama of a criminal

incpiirv. it is indispensable, a> 1 have said, that an account

should he fxiveii of the ordinary proceed in lis in a case of this

kind. To betiin with, its various ])hases will be l>etter under-

stood at home and altroad. and. beside-;, those who are igno-

rant of liie action of the criminal law, as conci'iveil of l)y the

lawunvers under Napoleon, will appreciate it better. This is

all the more important as, at this moment, this great and
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,l.li' institution is m tlaiitrtT of ilc.-t ruction by tlu' svsti'iu

3

I

kiiuwii :is jicnitriili'iri/

A crinii' IS (oniiiiit tril ; if it is ila.L'rniit, the persons n

(ruiiiniitcil {iiiriilp'-^) inv tiikrn t.. ihr nran^.t lock-up and

,,!,,rr,l in the cfll known to tlif Milj'ar a- ttu' r/'z/.n; - -ptTJiaps

m: tluTf. ^ll^itkln.l,' or crviiiLr. From

ted persons (inciiliirs) arc taken tieforc the

luinii.-sioner or nia-i.~l rate, "ho lioMs a preliminary

iu.~<' thev make a noi

ill. IiCf till' ^USpe^

-miss tlie (IIM' it tlifre IS anv mi stakt^
in'|i;ii'v. ami can (!i>miss ine e,

fniallv. thev are conveyed to the Kepul of tlie I'lvfceture,

Mlirn i!\.' ])olice detains them i>ondin^' the convenience of tlio

j.al.lic prosecutor and tlie examining,' jud^re. 'Phcy. iicing

Mi'.cil uith due notice, more i>v ie>s .|uickly, accordinjx to the

j:r:ivitv of the case, come and examine the prinMiers who arc

Mill p'rovJMonally detained, ilavinj,' due rej^ard to the pre-

siinptive evidence, the exaiiiinin,<r jud^'e then is.-ues a warrant

for Ih' :r ini|iri.-onnicnt. and sends the suspected persons to

\,, ,. infilled in a jail. Theiv are three such jiiils (
Maisons

,i'\rr."-l| in I'ari,-

—

Sainte-l'elagie. l,a Force, and les Madc-

!-;iIiettr-.

oli-erve the Word iiiciilpr. iiu-rimimitcd, or suspected of

rnnie. The Fivm h Code has created three essential .lejxrecs

i.f iriininality— )//<»//". first dc.L'rce of >uspicion ;
pnrcuii,

tn.dcr examination; accusr. fully eoiumitted for trial. So

l.iMi: a- the warrant for committal remains un>if:ned, the sup-

n,,HM! criminal i-^ regarded as merely under suspicion, inndpe

cf ilii' crime or felony; when the warrant has heen issueil, he

i,;..,.iucs -the accused" {
jin'rrinn, and is regiirded as such

-M inng as the imiuirv is i«roceeding ; when the iiKpiiry '

v],.<n]. and as soon as thi> Court has. decided that tlu' accused

;- i., he .•.mimitted for tri;il. he tiecoines "the prisoner at the

i.,ir"" (nrrusi) as sooii as the superior Court, at the instance

f !fic ]. 111. lie pro-eeiitor. has pnmounced that the charge is so

fir pi-.'Viil a> to he cari'itd to the Assi/.es.

Tin:-, M.-r-ons suspected of crime g(> through three ditTor-

. nt stages, three >iftings. before the ccuning up for trial he-

*
.re the judges of the upper Court—the High Justice of the

r, nlm.
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At the firsi sfai:<'. iniiir.'iit |Mr>oii-. havf alnirulant mean-
of cMiiIpalni;: tlirin-rU.v-— tli.' piililh, i!ic tnwn watch, the
]»>\ivr. Al [\\f xcuinl >i;i^r,. (hey a|i|U"ir liffniv a tiia.:,'i>tratr

face to face uiih th, uitn,..,,-. iH!,] ,•,,•,. jii,1m-,.,1 |,y a trihuna!
in I'ari-.nr hv tlir Cdlli'd i\i' ('..nrl nf iIh- drpartiuriits. At tfi.^

tliinl Mairi' ilifv aiv hroii-lil i.cl'.nv a Imii,1i ,,r tuvlvc cuiiiicil-

I'li's. ami in ca^r ,,f any cri'dr or in formal it v (he pri.-ont'r coin-
"I'ni'ii for inal at ih.- A>M/r^ may appeal for protection to the
Snpivnie Cain, 'i'lie jnr\ i|o n,,! know \\ hat a ^lap in the fac--

tlicy ;:ivc to po|,nlar anlhority. to ailmini>l rativc and jmlicial
functiomirie-:. when ihev .-n.juii a pri-oncr. .\m] so^ in niv
opinion, it is har.llv pM-.-ihle ih.at an innocent man shoujil
ever find liinisi^lf at the har of an A>sixe Court in Paris—I
say iiothini: of niher '-eat> of jn-tice.

The ,h /mil i~ the coiiviet. I^'rench criminal law n^cnirnizes

inifirisonmcnt of tlnve de-ives. corre-pondin^ in Ic^-al distirie-

lion to the-e three deirree. of .-ii,-pi( ion, impiiry, .and con-
viction. Mere iniprisoi

,m is a liM-i,, pmalty for misde-
meanor. Imt ilr/riifi,,ii i> impri-ojinieiit witli hard lalior. a

povcre and sometimes de-radin,i: piini-hnieiit. Hence, tlio.e

pi'rsons who nowadays are in l"a\orof tlie penitenliarv sv-teni

woidd upset an admirahle -clienie of erinniial law in which the
peiijilties arc Jiidieiou-ly -radiiaieil. and thev will end iiv

piinishin:: the li,i:litc>| p.'eeailillo. - a~ se\erelv a> the i^'rcat--!

crimes.

The readei' may compare in the Srr„r<
,,f I'nlitirnl L,ir

(for in.stance. in I'nc Tiini.niisr nffnir, ) the curious differ-

ences subsist in;^' heiweeii ilie criminal law (d' I'.rnmairc in the
year I\'.. and that (d' ihe Cede .\apo|,,,n which has taken its

place.

In most ,<rrcat triaN. as in this one. the c,,<p,.,.ted persons
are at onee examined (and from ///.v///,/>- hei-ome /in'cnius) :

justice immediately i-mi. a u.iri'ant for iheir arrest and ini-

jtrisoninenf. In point i.f fa.-i. in nio^ ,^\' micIi cases the

ciimiiial> iia\e eiiher lied, .ir h.ave hern iii-lantl\- ap[)rehended.
Indeed. ;is \\i' have M-n. tiie pojjee. 'i\hleh is hilt ;in iu.-tni-

meiit, and the ollicers id' Jusiiee had de-ce,ide<l on Kstlier's
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liniisc with the suifii f a ihiimli-rbnlt. Even if tlim

ii,iil ih't lii't'ii the rciiMMi.- t'nr HArii^f -uL';,'t>ti'il U) till' siipi'rior

jiulur li\ Corfiitiii. lliiiv ua- a nililn'iA t<i lie invc-tiLiatcil

,.!' -I vi'ii li luired and lil'lv liiousaiiil francs from tlio Baron

i\r \ UcingLU.

,fii-I a- tlu' fli>t ]n-\«m van. cnnvcvin;: .laciiiKs Collin,

i-,;ir!i'il ill!' an liwav <if Sainl-.Iraii— a narrow, dark iias^at'c,

;.,,ii„- I, lurk alii'ad ii)nipr||id the |)ii-iilinn i.. >iu[) und^r the

\,inlt. 'I'lif |iri-iiiicr'> r\i~ -hcnr like larKuncIf- tlirou^di

il;i Lrral iii,l:'. in ^piir of lii> a.-|H'ii a- uf a d\ ini: !nan. winch, the

,i.i\ hcriilT. had Ird till' i;-ii\rrilor of I. a i-'ol'cc to hi-lirvc that

lip' dnii.ir inu>t III' called in. 'I'ln -c llaniiiii: c\c~. fn^c to ruvo

al till- inoinciit. (<>r iiciilici- the nlllccr imr the ucndariiio

liM.kul ruiind at llicir "ciiMoiiiti-,'" ^pukc -o plain a lan,i,Mia^'o

lli.it a c!i'\cr lAaniinin,^' Judiiv, M. I'o|iimo|. for instance,

wuuld have idcnlitlcil the man coii\i(ied I'm- -acrMcL'-e.

ill fart, ever since the ••.-alad-lia>kei" had ttirncd uut of

till- iiale i.f |,a i-"orce. .Iac(|iie> Cullin hail -tiidieij everythinix

on hi~ wav. Nut with-landinLT the pace they l.iai made, he

t M.k in the hoiiM> with an causer and comprehensive ^danee,

I'i'.m tile iii-onml lloor to the attics, lie -^aw and noted every

pa-erhv. (iod iliniM'lf is not more clear--eein^' as to tlu'

nil an- and ends of lli> crcatufe- than tin- man in Mhservinir

the .-li,uiile.-t dill'creiiccs in the medley of thin.i:- and people.

Aniicd with hope, as the la-t of the lloratii was armed with

Ic- -uei'd. he e\pe<ied help. To aiiyhedv luit this Machiavelli

of ;!!( hiilk^. lhi> hope would have .-i il .-o ah-olutely ini-

j„.--i!.l.' to ri'alize iliat he would ha\e Li'oiie on mechanically,

a- all ifiiiltv men do. .\ot one of them ever dreams of re-

M-iaiiii' when he limU himself in the po-ition to which justice

a!!(i tile i'aris police hriiii: suspected pcsoii-. e-pccially those

\\1, .. like Cnllin and jjicieii. are in solitary coiilincmciit.

It i- impossihli' to conceive of the >udden isolation in which

.: -ii-ptiied criminal is placed. The ^'endarnie- who :i|ipre-

i ' ! (1 him, the commissioner who ipiotious him, those who

liki liim to pritoii, the warders who lead him to his cell—

ifi'
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which is actuallv callcil ji carhuf. a ihiiiiii''>ii or lii<lini,'-phu't',

thux' again whi) 'akf liini liy thr arm- to piil him into a

prison-van

—

cvitv In iii'_' tliat I'omc-. ni'in- !iim froir the mo-

ment of liis arrc.-t i- nihiT >|m'i' li!i'>-. ^r talo'-- note of all

he says, to in- rcpratid tu the |iiilic.' ,,r to thr judp'. Thi-

total scvcranci', so simply ctTrctcl lii'twirn ilir prisoner am!

the world, givi's ri-f to a compltif ovrrlhniw df his faciiltic-

ami a tcrrihlc ]irostraiion of mind, c-prcially when t. man

has not heeii familiarized hy li!> aiiteeedents with the pr^-

COSSeS of justiei'. The duel helween the jlldf,'e and the

criminal is all the mniv ap[>allin,!,' hecaii-e ju^tiee has on

its pide the duMii)iie-s of hlaiik vails ami th.e ineorru[)tihli'

coldness of il> agents.

But .lactpies Collin, or ( 'aril'- I l.rnra- -it will h- necessary

to sficak <if him hy oin' or the other of ihe.-e nain.s according

to ihe eireiim-iaiiees of ih'' caM' - had haii: he. n familiar with

the methods of the polne. of the jail. a:id of iu-lice. 'I'his

colossus of ciiiiiii:!g and coi-niptioM had eupioyed all his

powers of mind. an<! all the resource.- of iiijii.icry, to aifect

the surprise and anility of an innocent iii;;!!. while giving the

lawvcr.- the -pecta! Ie (d' his sutferings. A- has hcen lold, .\sio,

that >killed Locusla. had given liini a do-- <<{ poison so ipiali-

fied as to produce the eifeets of a dreadful illiies::.

'I'hus .Monsieur Cainusot, the police coiiimi^isioner. and

the puhlic prosecutor h.ad hcen halllcd in tlieir proceeding'^

and iiapiirics hy the elTccts apparently nf an afx.plectic

attack.

""]\o lias taken jxtison !" cried Monsieur Camusot. horrified

hv the .-iiiVeriugs of the self-styled priest when he had hcen

carried down from the attic writhing in convulsions.

Four constahles liad with great ditiiculty brought the Alilie

Carlos down.-tairs to I^sther's room, where the lawyers and

the gendarmes wen assembled.

"That was the best thing he could do if he .should be

guiltv," replied I lie puldic prosecutor.

"i)o yon believe that he is ill?"' the police eominissiouer

asked.
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lif'p IS aiw;i\s Micniliiiiiiiy

'I'll' three hiwvers lijiil .-|Mikrii. ;is iiifiv tie imniriiicd. i

ihi.'|>er: litit .liic<|iii's ('clliii liail «.'ucssi>(

n a

vllhject nil

ike the li

1 frniii tlieir faee.-i llic

iler (lisfiissinii. and hail taken ailvanta^'e .f it to

III rst lirief examination whicli is j.'niie thriiiiu'li on

•ini-t ah^oliitelv ini|Mi>siMe ami iiH^h---; lie iiail -tainiinTeil

Mil! sentence- ill whieh S|)aiii>li ami I''fen(h were so min^'led

;i- to make nonsense.

At Ka JMiree tlii- farce had heeii all the more siicecs^ful in

the lir.-t iii>tance heeaii-e the head of the "Vafety" force- -an

.i!iiin\iai ion of the title "Head of the hri trade of the L'liardiaini

ef jiiihlic safety"— liihi-Iaipin. who had Ion;; since taken

• li 'ine- t'ollin into custody at Mailame \'aui|Uer"s hoardinp-

ti. i:-i'. had heeii seiii oil spi'i-ial hn-iiiess into the country, and

ill- ii( piitv ua> a man \\ ho laiped to sticeeeil him, hut to whom
tin- r.'iivict was unknown.

r.ih; Lupin, liim-elf fornu riy a convict, niid a comrade of

.hiiijiie- Collin's on the hulks, was his prr-oiial enemy. This

(i"-tilit\ had its ri>e in (piarrels in which .laci|ues Collin iiad

:i!ua\> ^'ot the upper hand, and in the supremacy over liis

f. llow-prisoners which Trompe-Ia-Mort liad alway- assumed.

,\' i| then, fur ten vi'ars now, .lacipies Collin had hecti the

r:;i-;ii: providence of released convicts in I'aris. their head,

\\.< ir adviser, and th( ir hanker, and conseijuently Bihi-Lupin'tf

anJairoiiist.

TliiN. thouLdi placed in .solitary oonflnonient. lie trusted to

(I: iiitelliirent and unreserved devotion of .\sie. his ri^ht

ti.i'id. .111(1 ]ierhaps, too, to I'accard. his left hand, who, as he

ti.i!te'vd himself. mi<;-lit return to his alleiriance when onro

tliit thriflv sulialtern liad safely hestowcd the seven hundred

ai'! tlfty thousand francs that he had stolen. This was the

T' i-'ii why his attention had heen so superhunianly alert all

a'^iiL'' the road. And, stran^^e to say I his holies were about

i • lie auiiily fulfilled.

Til' two .solid side-walls of tile archway were covered, to

:i lieiirht of six feet, with a permanent dado of mud formed

of the splashes from the gutter: for. in those days, the foot

I

I.

fR'
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piiss<>nj,'cr liail im [irc.tc( lion iroiii ihr cniif-t.int liMtlic of

vi'hii Ics ami frniii u hat wa.» calliil ihr ku kiriLT <>\' llir < arts. Imf

r-urli-tntK ^ phiiiil ii|irii:lit at niti-rval-. ami miii h ^.Tuiinil

away l>y tlir iia\i- nt' the wlicc|>, Mui-f than .im<' a luaw
truck hail mi-hid a Ihcdli-^ t">"il-[>as-iai;.ri'r iimJiT that arch-

way. Such iinlciil i'an- ii'maiiicil in iii:iii\ ili^i rii t- ami till

Inn;,' after. 'I'lii- cinuni-lamc mav t'lvr xmic ii|c:i ,,( th''

narr<iwiic-s <•( lii" SaiPi-.lcan lm'c ami the ca-c with which it

''iIlM lie him 1^1 .1. If :| ,:i|) .hulihl lie (nnilllLr thrnll^'h frniii

the I'lace lie (Ire \,' ,\hile a eii-|e|||iiiii^ei'-\V(inian wa- |iii>hinL;

her little truck of ;ip|ih- in frmn the K'lie du Mnrlrni, a tliifil

vcliicic n\' any kiiiil nr.iiimed (liilieiilt ie<. "i'he t"ii<it-j)a>>eii-

L'er- tied in alarm, -ei kiiiL' a cnriier--t'>ne i.. protert ihein frutn

the iiid-fa^hinhid a\le~, uhich had attaiind ^iich iiriiniiiiciicc

th.it a haw wa- pa--ed at la-t tn reduce iheir lemrth.

\\ lien the |.ri~un van lanie m, t!ii~ pa—a.'-e ua- Idncked hv

a market unman u il!i a CM-|i.rmnnucrV M'lTi lahle cart—niie Mf

a type wIikIi i- all the mnre -tranire l.ec'in.e >[,ecimeii< sidl

exist in I'an* in >|iite u[' the iik fea-itiir niimhcr nf '^M-een-

groccrs" .dinps. S\\r uav sn llinrnn;;hlv a -I ivet h.auker that

a Seri,r,.;||i, de \'il|e. i

''

tliat partieiilar cla,~- nf p,,liec had he, n

llieti in cM-tence. wnidd have allnwed her tn plv her trade
without in-pcetini,'- her permit, in -[ute nf ,-i >inivtrT conntr-

nauoc that rcckid of crime. Her head, wrapped in a cheap
and rairu'ed checked i ntton kerchief, w.k Imrrid with rchcllinus

locks nf hair, like the hri-tle- of ;i wild hear. Iter reil and
wrinkled neck wa- di-jru-lini:. .and her little >lia\vl failed en-

tirely to cnticeal a I hcst tanned hmu ii hv the sun. 'hist, and
mud. iler L.'nwii was patchwork: lur >hoes Lra[ieil as thoii::h

they were .j^rinninir .at a face as full nf hnh-s as the p>wn. And
what an apron! a pla-ter umdd have h.vn less llltliv. 'rhi-

moving ,and fetid rai: must have -lunk in the iinstrils (
dainty folks ten yard> away. 'I'Iiom' hamis had ^deaifd a

hundred Iiarvest helds. Hither the woman had returned fr,i;i!

a Cernian witches" Sahhatli, or she had come out of a men-
dicity asylum. Hut what e\es: what audacious intelli^'cnc-.

what reprc^ed vitality when the ma<rnetic Hash of lier look

and of -laciucs (^diiji's met to esdiaiigu a tiiought

!
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'•(ict mil lif ihc ua\, \ciu uM \iiiiiin tr.i|> I" (Tit'd tlii' poe-

Ulnli III lliir-ll |n|H>.

Miinl \"ii ili'iTt ( rii>li nil'. \i.n li;m;:inarr- apprcntioo
!"

I. iMl-ll .!. ^•lllr iMillul i- iim| UMftti .1- tnucli a> iiiini-

Aim! Ii\ li'\iii^' 111 .-i|Urr/,i' in ImIucih twu > tiriiir->t')ni'- to

iii.iki uav. till' liawkrr inaiia^'i i| ti> lilmk tln' |ia-~a^''' I'Ui^;

I l.'ill_'ll to a(llM-\i- llrr |iur|ln-.'.

I .la(i|iii> (nllm III liiiii-ilf, at hiki' nin^-Mi -u- . >aii

HI i!!'i hi- ai iiiiii|ilii I

-1-1

'Inn all I- ui'll.

Willi .\>i

I.- ui'iT . iillcii III'' III ihc liuc ilii M.irtriii.

|ii)?l-liny \va> .-111! I'MJiaii^'inj: iiiiitnit

k iiiit. ilicn- I'l'iiifr firiii'ili. Smnii l„ ^V.^lr

.-iiricknl i)|i! .\>ii'. Willi till' 111 il-liiili;m iiitniialinii.- )MTiiliiir

t'l tiu'.T t'cinalr cii.-tiriiiiiiiL'ir-, wlm ili-lijiu'r lln'ir w.iril- in

-II' 'i a ua\ llial tlii'S ai'i' t ra ii-f' miiiiiI iii a Mtl't i)iiiiiiiali'|)(i'ia

K.i i.iiipri'liciisililr to any hut I'arJMaiis.

i' liic (iinl'ii.-iiin 111 till' alli\, an"! aiiiniii,^ tin' uiitcric-^ "f all

waitiiii' drivers, im niH' \> liil am lici'il \n t

V, hit ii

t'.-ri-li. in

iniLMit have III I'll till' Unman .- ii-iial cvv.

\\< Willi yell

lint this I'll)

tcllii^'ihlt' tn .Ia(i|in -
(' lin. M'lii t'l 111- car in a luuii-

11
I l.in::iia;4v ><( ilirir nun— a iinxturt' >>( InmI Italian ami

'I'lVriu al - this iin|iiirtaiit iii'ws :

1 am Ihi'c 1'^ ..;ir |ini)r bnv is iialihi'il

. W'c >hall mri'i auain."

II ilif niiil-t nj' hi- Jiiy at hasiii^^ thii- triuiii

'I'P an CM' nil

ilinl iiNcr tl

[• ihii . I'dP 111' hiijM'il tn hr ahli' t'l kii'ji iiji riimmiinirat inns,

.'.tl ijiH-:- (nlliii hail a hlnw wliicli iniulit lia\i' killril any other

I

!lri( n 1 n ciistodv I" said he to hiiiiM'lf.

Ill' alniii-I fainted. Till- news was to hiin more terrililo

;! .Ill the rejeetioii of his apix.

i'' I II rniidi niiied to death.

al eould lia\e heeii if he had

.S'lu that hoth the prk-on vans are roUiiii^ alon^' the Qiiai,

till- III ii'M-t of tliis ^torv reiiuin s that I ^hollld add a fi

rd- ah.'Ut tlu' Coiieierirerie. while tin ire inakinL' their

u.iv thither.

II iiiii'—

a

The ( oneierirerie, a lu.-toi'ieal nann—a lernhH

^till more terrible, thiIl^^ i.s inseparable frniu tllU

¥'
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Revolutions of Fraruo, and especially those of Pari?. It lia^

known most of our <rn'at criminals. "But if it is the most in-
tcrcslin^r of the Iniil.linirs of I'aris. it is also the least known-
least known to jicrsons of the upper classes; still, in spite of
the interest of this liist<orical (lij,'ression, it should be as slum
as the journe;- of the prison vans.

What Parisian, what forei,<rner, or what provincial ciin
have failed to observe the ^doomy and nivsterious features of
the ()uai (Irs I.unettes—a structure of black walls Hanked by
three rouiul towers with conical roofs, two of them almost
touchin-r e.Kh other? This quay, bcrinnin.e at the Pont du
Change, ends at the Pont Xeuf. A square tower—the Clork
Tower, or Tour de ITTorloge, whence the signal was given
for the massacre of Saint-liartbolomcw—a tower almost as
tall as that of Saint-.Iac(iues de la Boucherie, shows where the
Palais de Justice stands, and forms the corner of the quay.

These four towers and these walls are shrouded in the black
winding sheet which, in Paris, falls on every fac^^ade to the
north. About half-way along the quay at a gloomy archway
we see the bi'ginning of the private houses which were built
in con.<e(iuence of the c(mst ruction of the Pont Xeuf in the
reign of Henri JV. The I'lace Hoyale was a replica of the
Place Dauphine. The style of architecture is the same, of
brick with binding courses of hewn stone. This archway and
the Rue de Uarlay are the limit line of the Palais de Justice
on the west. Formerly the Prefecture de Police, once the
residence of the Presidents of the Ptirlemruf. was a depend-
ency of the Palace. The Court of Exchequer and Court of
Subsidies compl(>ted the Supreme Court of Justice, the Sov-
ereign's Cimvt. It will be seen that before the Revolution the
Palace enjoyed that isolation which now again is aimed at.

This block, tliis island of residences and official building.',
in their midst the Saiute-Chapelle—that priceless jewel of
Saint-Louis" chaplet—is the .•sanctuary of i'aris, its holy place,
its sacred ark.

For one thing, this island was at first the whole of the city.

for the plot now forming the Place Hauphine was a meadow

HI
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Mtiaclifd to the Royal demesne, whore stood a stamping mill

for cniiiiiiir money. Hence the name of Hue de la Monnaie

—

ihr -inrt leading to the Pont Neiif. Hence, too, tlie name of

..';. n\' tlic round towers—the middle one—called the Tour
(l".\rL:ii!t, which wcmld seem to show that money was origi-

n.illy ((lined there. The famous mill, to he seen marked in old

ii!;!|is of Paris, may very likely he more recent than the time

uhiii money was coined in the Palace itself, and was erected,

rin (loiilit, for the practice of improved metlKjds in the art of

(•(iiiiiig.

The first tower, hardly detached from the Tour d'Argent,

1^ ihc Tour de Montgomery; the third, and smallest, but the

li( -1 preserved of the three, for it still has its battlements, is

tlic Tour Hoidu'c.

The Sainte-Chapelle and its four towers—counting the

clixk tower as one—clearly define the precincts; or, as a sur-

viV(,r would say, the ])erimeter of the Palace, as it was from
tic lime of the Merovingians till the accession of the first

r;i((' of Valois; but to us, as a result of certain alterations,

t!ii< I'alacc is more especially representative of the period of

Saint- Louis.

Cliarles V. was the first to give the Palace up to the Parle-

"'• III. then a new institution, and went to reside in the famous
Il'"'!'.l Saint-I'ol, under the ])rotection of the Bastii'e. The
I 'ilia is dcs Toiirnelles was subsecjuently erected backing on
I" the ll(*»tel Saint-Pol. Thus, under the later Vah)is, the

k\':'s< came hack from the Bastille to the Louvre, which had
lici ;i ilicir first stronghold.

Tlic original residence of the French kings, the Palace of

Saint-Louis, wliich has preservt'd the designation of Lc Palais,

til indicate the I'alace of palaces, is entirely buried under the

I'llais de .Tustice; it forms the cellars, for it was built, like

tl" ('atlicdral. in the Seine, and with such care that the high-

eft floods in the river scarcely cover the lowest steps. The
l,>iiai (Ic niorloge covers, twenty feet below the surface, its

lonriiafmns of a thousand years old. ('arriages run on the

i( vil of the capitals of the solid columns under these towers.
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and formcrlv thoir appcarancf niusl have liarnionizcd with

the clcgaiuoV.f tW Palace, and have had a piftiiri;s(iue offect

over th.' water, Pinee to this day those towers vie in height

with tlie loftiest l)iiiltiin<,'s in Paris.

As we lnoi< down on this vast capital from the lantern nf

the Pantheon, tiie Palace with the Sainte-diapelle is still the

most nionnmental of many monumental l)iiildings. The home

of our kings, over which you tread as you pace the immense

hall known as the ^alle 'drs ras-I'mhis. was a miracle of

architecture ; and it is so still to the intelligent eye of the poet

who happens to study it v.lien inspecting the Conciergerie.

Alas! for the Conciergerie has invaded the home of kings.

One's heart l)leeds to see the way in wiiieh cells, cuphoards.

corridors, warders" rooms, and halls devoid of light or air,

have Ijeen hewn out of that beautiful structure in which By-

zantine, (iothic, and Konianes(pie—the three phases of ancient

art—were harmonizeil in one building by llie architecture of

the twelfth century.

This palace is a monumental history of France in the

earliest times, just as Blois is that of a later period. As at

Blois you may admire in a single courtyard the chateau of

the Counts of Blois, that of Louis XII.. that of Francis 1.,

that of C.aston ; .-^o at the Conci<'rgerie you will iind within the

same preciiuts the stantp of the early races, and, in the Sainte-

Chapelh'. the architecture of Saint-Louis.

Municipal Couiu-il (to you I speak), if you bestow millions,

get a poet or two to assist your anhitects if you wish to save

the cradle of Paris, the cradle of kings, while endeavoring

to endow Paris and the Supreme Court with a palace worthy

of France. It is a matter for study for some years before

beginning the work. Another new prison or two like that of

Lir Ko(piette, and the palace of Saint-Louis will be safe.

In these davs many grievances atllict this vast mass of

huildings. buried under the I'alais de Justice and the quay,

like some antediluvian creature in the soil of Montmartre;

but the worst aniiction is that it is the Conciergerie. This

epigram is intelligible. lu the early days of the monarchy,
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n„i,l,. orinunals-for tl.. viUnn. (a word signifying the peas-

,,„, ni Fnmcb and English alik.) and th- ct.z.ns eanu. un-

,1,., ila- iuri^.liction of tho uiunieipality or ot llioir lu-.' lord

--tlu. lords of the gn-ater or the h's^^er lii'fs, u.re brought

i,,fu,v tlu' king and guarded in the Coneiergene. And as

,|,M. nohle criminals were few, the Coneiergene was large

.„„u-h l..r the king's prisoners.

I, is <liir.eult now to he (luite certain of the exact site of the

,„.vMMal Coneiergerie. However, the kiteh.M.s huilt by ^amt-

1 .'m- .till exist, forming what is now ealh-d the mousetrap;

,,„1 ,t ,s probable that the original ('oiu'iergerie was situated

,„ ,h,. nhue where, till IS-:., the Coneiergerie prisons of the

r,n-l,,i,ent were still in u^e. under the archway to the right

„r the wide outside step^ holding to the suprem.' Court. P rom

,1,,,,,,, until l.s-.T., condemned criminals were taken to execu-

,„„.,. Frum that gate came forth all the great criminals, all

,i„. victims of political feeling-the Marechale d Amre and

,h.. (hi.-en of France, Semblancay and Maleslierbes Danuen

a.nl Dant.m, Desrues and Caslamg. Fouquier- 1
unille s

privat,. room, like that of the i-uhlu' i^ros-mt. now, was so

,,l,.,e,.d that he could see the pruee-ion of carts containing

11,. |„rs<ms wh.mi the Revolutionary tribunal had sentenced

,„ ,leath. Thus this man. wlu. had iKH.une a sword, could give

a l;l^t irlance at each batch.
.

\fter lS-.>r. when Mon>ieur de Peyronnet was Minister, a

.M-, :,t ehange was made in the Palais. The old entrance to

ll,,. Coneiergerie, where th" ceremonies of registering the

crnmnal and of the last toilet were ,.erformed. was el..sed and

nmoved f. where it now is, between the Tour de 1 Ilorlogc

umI the Tour de M.Mitgomerv, in an inner court entered

ihrough an arched passage. To the left is the "mousetrap,

:. ,he right the prison gates. The -salad-ba.kets can drive

i„U, this irreixularlv shajied courtyard, can >tand there and

turn with ease, anil in case of a riot find some protection

lehind the strong grating of the gate under the arch;

whereas thev f-.nnerlv had no rocmi to move m the narrow

,.;.ace dividing the outside steps from the right wing of the

eahice.
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In our day tlic ('<incit'r;r('ri(', lianlly lar^'o enough for the

prisoners coniiiiithMl for trial—room Ix'ing iicedod for al)oiit

three Ijimdred, men and women—no h)iigor receives either

suspected or remnndi'd criminals {>\ceplin<i in rare cases, as,

for instance, in these of .lacijues ('(illin and Lucien. All who

are imprisoned there are committed for trial hefore the Bench.

As an e.\ci'])tion criminal> of the higher ranks are allowed to

sojourn there, since, being already disgraced by a sentence

in open court, their punishment would l»e too severe if they

served their term id" ini|)risoiiment at Melun or at I'oissy.

Ouvrard preferred to be imprisoned at the Conciergerie

rather than at Saintc-lVlagie. At tins moment of writing

I.ehon the notary and the Prince de Hergues are serving their

time there by an exercise of leniency wliicii, though arbitrary,

is humane.

As a rule, suspected criminals, whether they are to bo sub-

jected to a preliminary examination—to "go up," in the

slang of the Courts—or to a])pear before the magistrate of

the lower Ccmrt, are transferred in prison vans direct to the

"mousetraps.*'

The "mousetraps," opposite the gate, consist of a certain

number of old cells constructed in the old kitchens of Saint-

Louis' building, whither pi'isoners not yet fully committed

are brought to await the hour when the Court sits, or the

arrival of the examining judge. The "mousetraps" end on

the north at the quay, on the east at the iieadquarters of the

Jdunicipal Cuard. on the west at tlu' courtyard of the Coii-

ciergerie, and on the south they adjoin a large vaulted hail,

formerly, no doubt, the banqucting-room. hut at present dis-

used.

Above the "mousetraps" is an inner guaruroom with a win-

dow comnuinding the court of the Conciergerie ; this is used

by the gendarmerie of tlie de])artment. and tlie stairs leail up

to it. Wiien the hour of trial strikes tlie siieritTs call the roll

of the prisoners, the gemhirmes go down, one for each pris-

oner, and each gendarme takes a criminal by the arm ; and

tlius. in couples, they mount the stairs, cross the guardroom,

II. .<
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;„h1 arc led along the passages to a room contiguous to the

hiill wlicrc sits the famous sixth chanihcr of the hiw (whose

fim.tions arc those of an Engiisli county c.,urt). Tlie same

ivail is trodden hy the prisoners committed for trial on tlieir

way to and from the C'oncicrgcrie and the Assize Court.

in the Sallo dcs I'as-I'n-dus, hetween the (hn.r into the first

,„n,t of the inferior chiss and the steps heading to tlie sixth,

t!„. vi>itor must observe the iirst time lie goes there a door-

v.-A\ withont a door or any architectural adornment, a s<|uarc

Un\v uf the meanest type." Through this the judges and bar-

risters find their way into the passages, into the guardhouse,

.Inun into the prison cells, and to the entrance to the Con-

cicrgerie.
.

Thr private chambers of all the exiunining judges are on

.litTriTut floors in this part of th<" building. Th.'y are reached

l,v >Mualid staircases, a ni- : i in which those to whom the place

,- uiifan.iliar inevitably lose themselves. The windows of

<n,nv look out on the (juay. others on the yard of the Con-

riiTgerie. In 1830 a few of these rooms commanded tlie Hue

di' la Harillerie.

riius. when a prison van turns to the left in this yard, it

ha> brought prisoners to he examined to the "mousetrap";

v.lirn it turns to the right, it conveys jirisoners committed for

trial, to the Conciergerie. Now it was to the right that the

V. liirlr turned which conveyed dacqucs Collin to set him down

.it ilic prison gate. Nothing can be more sinister. Prisoners

aiui visitors see two barred gate., of wrought iron, with a

epacc between them of about six feet. These are never both

o[,r!i.'d at once, and through them everything is so cautiously

scrutinized that persons who have a visiting ticket pass the

'Kfiuit throuirh the bars before the key grinds in the lock.

The examining judges, or even the supri'ine judges, are not

ailniiued without being identifie<l. Imagine, then, the chances

of communications or escape I—The governor of the C<m-

ciiTgerie would smile with an expression on his lips that

woiihl freeze the mere suggestion in the most daring of

romancers who defy probability.
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In all the annals of the Concicrgoric no osoapo has been

known but that of Lavak'tte; hut thr certain fact of au{,'U!<t

connivance, now amply proven, if it (lor^ not dt'tract from

the wifi'"ri devotion, cfrtainiy diniinished the risk of failure.

The most ardent lover of the marvelous, judging on the

spot of the nature of the dilliculties, must admit that at all

times the obstacles must have been, as tliev still are, insur-

mountable. No words can do justice to the strength of the

walls and vaulting; they must be seen.

Thougli the pavem(Mit of 'he yard is on a lower level than

that of the (juay, in crossing this Barbican you go down sev-

eral steps to enter an immense vaulti'd hall, with solid walls

graced with magnificent columns. This hall abuts on the

Tour de Montgomery-—which is now part of the governor's

residence—and on the Tr " d'Argent, serving as a dormitory

for the warders, or porters, or turnkeys, as you may ])refer

to call them. The nundjer of the otllcials is less than might be

supposed ; there are but twenty ; their sleeping (piarters, like

their beds, are in no respect different from those of the

pistoles or private cells. The name pistoJe originated, no

doubt, in the fad that prisoners formerly paid a pistole

(about ten francs) a week for this accommodation, its bare-

ness resembling that of the em])ty garrets in which great men
in poverty begin their career in Paris.

To the left, in the vast entrance hall, sits the (iovernor of

the Coneiergerie, in a sort f)f otlice constructed of glass panes,

where he and his clerk keep the prison-registers. Here the

prisoners for examination, or committed for trial, have their

names entered with a full description, and are then searched.

The (piestion of their lodging is also settled, this depending

on the prisoner's means.

Opposite the entrance to this hall there is a glass door.

This opens into a parlor where the |)riM)ni'r"s relations and his

counsel may speak with him across a double grating of wood.

The parlor window (ipens on to the prison yard, the inner

court where prisoners committed for trial take air and exer-

cise at certain fixed hours.
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Thi^ largo hall, onlv liphtod by the douhtfi.l -laybsht that

,„L in thr..u.h tin. -..t-s-for the si,,,!., w.ndow to the

,'
, ,„.H is .m.v,H..l l.v tlu- jrla.s otVuv l.n.lt out .» front of

„^|,a^ an atn^ospluM-c an.l a -lno,n that stnk- thr ryo mi

,„,,,,„,, lu.rnmnv wth thr i-ietur^s that iorc. th.n.s.lvc.s on

,, „„„„i,„,i,„;. ltsa.,HH-t i, all the muro .mister lKTau.0,

,. ^with the Tours' d-Ar,ent and de M..nt,o,nerv. you

',.,v..r those nu-sterious vaulted and overwheln.mK crypt.

:,„.,. K.ad to ,!u. cells occupied i>y the (^.een -' ,Ma --

,.:H,,i..tlu and to those known as the secret cells 1 1^ ^ ' ;
-^^

,,, ,na-onrv. after heinj: of old the scene of royal festivities,

,, now the l)asenient of the I'alais de Justice.

,;,,,,„,„ i.s->.-.and ls:5.Mhe o.uration of the last toilet was

„,f„,,„.,a in this ..norn.ous hau, hetween a large stove which

„.^,, „ „„i ,iH, i„„..,. gate. It is impossible even now to

,,,,,1 .vithout a sluulder on the paved iloor that has received

,|„. .hock and th- conlldences of so many last glances.

'l-he apparentlv <lving victim on this occasion could not

p., out of the horrible vehicle without the assistance of two

..ndarnies. who took him under the arms to support him

and 1..1 him half unconscious into the otiice. Ihus dragged

,1,,,,.. the dving man raised his eyes to heaven in such a way

I ,:.uc.ge;t a resemblance to the Saviour taken down from

;... cro^. And certainly in no picture does Jesus present a

,,,„,. .adaverous or tortured countenance than this of the

.h:nn Spaniard : he looked ready to breathe his last sigh. As

.„„„ a. he was M.ited in the othce. he repeated in a weak voice

tl,.. speech he liad mad.' to ev.M-yl.ody since he was arrested

:

.Vappeat to llis Excellency the Spanish Ambassador.

'•You can say that to the examining judge, replied the

""rbn'd :•" said Jacques Collin, with a sigh. '"But cannot

1 have a breviary? Shall I iiever be allowed to see a doctor?

i iinve not two hours to live."
, . , « „_^„f

\. ( "arlos Herrera was to be placed m close confinement

in 'the secret cells, it was needless to ask him whether he
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clainu'd the Iicncfits df tlic pistoh'. (ii- ;i!k)Vc dcscrilicd), [\\:\\

is to say, tlic ri<,'lit nf liaviiijf one of X\\v niums wluTf tlic i)ri<-

oner onjoys siu-li coinfort as the law juTinits. Tlicsc nioin-

are on {\\v other side nf the prison-yard, of wliicli mention will

presently be made, 'i'lie slierill' and tlie clerk calmly carried

out the formalities (d' tiie consignment to prison.

"Monsieur," said .lae(|ues Collin to the (lovernor in broken

FrcTich, ''I am. as you see. a dyiiii,' man. I'ray, if you can.

tell that I'xaminini: judire as soon as possdjle that 1 crave as a

favor what a criminal must most dread, namely, to hv broujjht

before him as soon as he arriv- : for my sutferin<fs are reallv

iinbearaiile. and as soon as 1 .-;eo him the mistake will be

cleared up
'*

As an universal rule every criminal talks of a mistake.

Go to the hulks and (|uestion the convicts; they are almo.st all

victims of a miscarriaj,'e of justice. So this speech raises a

faint smile in all who come into contact with the suspected,

accused, or condemned criminal.

"I will Tnention your recjuest to the examining judge," re-

plied the Governor.

"And I shall bless you, monsieur I"' replied the false Abbe,

raising his eyes to heaven.

As soon as his name was entered on the calendar. Carlo?

Ilcrrera, supported under each arm by a man of the municipal

guard, and followed by a turnkey instructed by the (lOvernor

as to the nundier of the cell in which the prisoner was to be

placed, was led throuirli the subterranean maze of the Con-

ciergerie into a perfectly wholesome ro(Mn, wliatever certain

philanthropists may say to the contrary, but cut off from all

possible communicnlion with the outer world.

As soon as he was removed, the warders, the (iovernor. am!

his clerk looked at each other as though asking each other's

opinion, and suspicion was legible on every face; but at the

appearance of the second man in custody the spectators re-

lapsed into their usual doubting frame of mind, concealed

under an air of indifference. Only in very extraordinary cases

do the functionaries of the Conciergerie feel any curiosity;
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th,' priPonorP nro no more to llu'in tli.ui a l)arl)or"s customers

iH' to liiiii. Hence all the fonnalitio^^ which appall the imagi-

nation arc carried out witli less fuss tlian a money transaction

ai ;, banker's, and often with preatcr civility.

Lueien's expression was that of a dejected criminal. He

Mihmitted to everything, and obeyed like a machine. All the

u;iv from Fontainebleau the i^oet had l)eon facing Ins ruin,

aiMl telling him.<elf that the hour of expiation had tolled.

l',,l,. and cxhauste.l. knowing nothing of what had happened

at 1-tber's house during his absence, he only knew that he was

th. intimate ally of an escaped convict, a situation which en-

a!,l(.i him to guess at disaster worse than death. When his

,„nid .•ould command a thought, it was that of suicide. He

must, at any cost, escape the ignominy that loomed before him

likf ilie phantasm of a dreadful dream.

.Jiicpu's Collin, as the more dangerous of the two culprits,

wa< placed in a cell of solid masonry, deriving its light from

our (.f the narrow yards, of which there are several m the

ii.t, r,..r of the Palace, in the wing where the pul)lic prose-

, utor-s chambers are. This little yard is the airing-ground

for the female prisoners. Lucien was taken to the same part

.,f tlie building, to a cell adjoining the rooms let to misde-

meanants: for. by orders from the examining judge, the Uov-

(nnr treated him with some consideration.

I'.isoiis who have never had anything to do with the action

„r tin law usually liave the darkest notions as to the meaning

nf ...litary or secret confinement. Ideas as to the treatment of

.rm.inals have not vet become disentangled from the old

pirtures of torture chambers, of the unhealthiness of a prison,

m- chill of stone walls sweating tears, the coarseness of the

j;iil,.r« and of the food—inevitable accessories of the drama;

i.iit It is not unnecessary to explain here that these exaggera-

tions exist only on the stage, and only make lawyers and

jihlps smile, as well as those who visit prisons out of curi-

!l^iiv. or who come to study them.

For a lonii time, no doubt, they were terrible. In the days

of the old Parlement, of Louis Xlll. and Louis XIV., the



m
k

II

! I

!l»l> A COl IflKSANH LIKE

no(Mi?('(l were, no iloiilit, iliiiij,' [tcll-iiicll inloii inu pmin iiniltT-

neiitli tlic (lid j;atf\\;iy. The prisons uiro aiiioiiji tlic (Times

of lTh!(, iiiiil it is ciinii^'li only to mt tlic (rlls wiuTc tlu' (^iiccii

aii<l Miidaini' Klizaitctli wcro iiicarcL'i'atfd to coiuciM' a liorrur

of <ild jinliiial proiccdin^rs.

Fn our day, tlioiiirh pliilantliropy ha- liroii;:ht incaUuIalili'

iniscliiff on society, it lias ]iriiduce(l some ^'ond for tlic indi-

vidual. It is to -Napolcnn that \vc owe our Criminal Code;

and this, even more than tlie Civil Code-—which still uri,a'ntlv

needs ref()rin on sonic points

—

will remain one of the ^'rcatest

monuments of his short rcif,'n. This new view of criminal

law put an end to a pi'rfcct ahyss of mise Indeed, it may
be said that, apart from the terrible moral lorturc which men
of tile Ix'ttcr classes must sulFcr when they find themselves in

the power of the law, ihc action of that |)o\vcr is simplt> and

mild to a de<zrcc that would hardly he c.\[)ccti'd. Sus])eeted or

accused criminals arc certainly not lodired as if they were at

home; hut every necessary i.s supplie(l to them in the prisons

of I'aris. Besides, the l)nrden of feelin;:s that weighs on tlieni

dcjirivcs the details of daily life of their customary value.

It is never the liody that suifcrs. The mind is in FUcli a phase

of violence that every form of discouifort or of hrutal treat-

ment, if .such there were, would he e,'i>ily emlurcd in such a

frame of mind. And it must lie admitted that an innocent

man is ipiiekly released, esjiecially in I'aris.

So Lucien. <in entering' his cell, saw an exact reproduction

of the first rooiu he had occupiccl in I'aris at the lintel Cluny,

A bed to compare with tliosi' in the worst furnished apart-

ments of the (^uartier Latin, straw chairs with the bottoms

out, a table and a few utensils, compose the funiitun' of such

a room, in which two accusi'd prisoners are not unfrecjuently

placed together when they are ijuiet in their ways, and their

misdeeds are not crimes of violence, but such as forgery or

bankruptcy.

This resemblance between his startin'r-jioint. in the days of

his innoconcy, and his goal, the lowest depihs of degradation

and shame, was so direct an appeal to his last clK^rd of poetic
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f.rlinc Uiat th." unliappv follow mc-lUMl into tears, lor four

h,,,,^!,,. wept, as nf,n.i' in appcaraiuv as a tij,Mnv o st.mc

l„„ ,„.i„,inf: tlH. sul,v..rsi..n of all his hoi-.s, ti... .tusIum^' of

,11 i„. ...cial va.utv, an.l \hv iitt.T ov.Tll.row ..f Ins pri.io,

Mnarin.-r in ra.l. s.iparatc / that exists in an an.lntinus man

. l„v..r. a su(..r-s. M aamly. a Parisian, a pn.M. a hbortui."

„„1 ;, favorite. Kv. rythin- in hin. was hroken \>y tins fall

;i< lit" learns.
, i i i

, ,rl,w llerrcra. on the other hand as soon as he was locked

„„„ h,< .ell an.l funn.l hims.'lf ah.ne. he-an pa.'in^ it to and

,,„ l,k.. tin- p..lar l-^ar in his ea^'e. He earefully ..xa,n>ned

,1,„ ,l<.nr and assnml hin.s.-lf that, with the ex.-.Tt'"" " ^^

, 1,„1,. ,h,,v was not a eraek in it. Ur s.n.n. I.m all the

;,,11.. 1h. lnnke.l ui> \hr funn.'l down whieh a dim light came,

.,,,,1 !ir Slid to hinis.'lf, "I am sal".- enough !"

II,. -at .h.wn in a eorn.r wheiv th.' .'V.' of a prying warder

;„ ,1,.. ^rrating of the p.vphol.. e.mhl not see him Ihen he

,„„k ntr his wig, and hastilv nngumm.'d a pieee of pajH-r that

,i
,1 ,!uiv as lining. The side of the paper next his head was

. , .M-ea^v that it l.mked lik.> the very t.'Xture of the wig. II

,. l,a.l ...eunrd t.> Uihi-Lupin to snatch ..tT the wig to es-

, ,!.li-l, the id.'ntitv of the Spanianl with .Tae.pies ( ol in he

.,,.ald nev.T liave" tlmn-h twiee almut that pap.T, it h.oki'd

-„ , xa.tlv like part ..f the wigmaker's work. Th.' ..tluT si.le

M .- ^tiirfairlv white, and clean enough to have a few incs

, ,,,„,„ „„ it.' Th, d.'lieate and tir.'some task of unsticking

,, |,a,l iH-en hegim in T.a F..rce : tw.. hours would not hav be.-n

,,.„,. .,„o„.h; it had taken him half of the day hefore. Ilic

w-i-nner hegan hv t.-anng this j)recious scrap ..f papor so as

in iu.v,. a strip f.uir or five liiu's wi.le, which he divided into

MV.ral hits; he then rei.l="-i>J !>*« store ..f l.aper in the same

-tran.'e hi.ling-place. after damping the gnmme.l side so as

:„ ,n::k.. it stiPk again. He f.'lt in a lock ..f his hair for one

of those pencil h-ads as thin as a stout pin. then recently m-

v.,,„d hv Susse, and wlii.h he ha.l jnit in with some gum;

i„. Urnh' off a scrai. long .•n...igh t.. write with and small

c :,o„.^h to hide in his ear. Having made these pn^^rations
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with till' nipiditv mikI ctTtiiitity of Imiul pcfulinr to old con-

victs, wliii iirc iis liLrlil-liii'-'ircd ;ih mimki'vs. .Ia('i|ii<'s ("'ollin

Hat ilnwil on till- ril'^r of III- IhmI to llird ll lllf oil liis 111-tniC-

tions to A.-ic, 111 iMffcrt coiiliilfiicc lliiit 111- slioiild comr across

her, so entirely did he rely on the woman's -reniiis.

"Iliirini,' the |ne,iiiiiiiary exaniination," lie retlected, "I

pretended to lie a S|iaiiiard and spoke broken Krench, ap-

pealed to my Amha-sador. and allej:ed liiploniatic (irivilc^e,

not understanding: anything,' I was asked, the whole jHT-

forma:iee varied hy faiiiliii;:. pauses, si;rlis— in short, all the

vairaries <d' ii dyiiijr man. 1 must stick to that. My papers

are all re^rular. .\>ie ami I can cat up .Monsieur Caiuusot;

he is no <rreat shakes

!

".Vow I must think of T.ucien ; lie must he made to pull

himself to<rether. 1 must <.'et at the hoy at whatever cost,

and show him some plan of conduct, otherwise he will give

himself up. fiive me u|). lose all! lie must he taufjht his

les.son before he is examined. And besides, I must find some

witnesses to swear to my bcinp a j)ricst I"

Such was till- position, moral and physical, of these two

prisoners, whose fate at the moment dcjicnded on Monsieur

Camusnt, examininj,' jud.ixe to the Inferior Court of the Seine,

and sovert'i<,'n master, during' the time {^ranted to him by the

Code, of the smallest details of their existence, since he alone

could }rrant leave for them to be visited by the chaplains, the

doctor, or any one else in the world.

Ko human authority— neither the Kinp, nor the Keeper

of the Seals, nor the Prime Minister, can encroach on 'lie

power of an examinin<r judge: nothing can stop him, no one

can control him. lie is a monarch, subject only to his

conscience and the Law. At the present time, wlien philoso-

plicrs. ]ihilanthroi>ists.and politicians are constantly eiideavor-

inir to reduce every social power, the rights conferr<'d on the

exaniinini: judge- have become the oliject of attacks that are

all the more serious l)ecause they are almost justified by those

rights, winch, it must be owned, are enormous. And yet. as

every man of sense will own. that [lower ought to remain im-
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in ipairtd ; in (rrtaiii lii'i'^, it> CM T( isr can In' mitit-'ati'il liv a

t.i i.iii >,' iiifn>i(>n f caiitinii; hilt sdcifty is alniiil\ ihrrati'in'il

In 111., in. nlitudc^ ami wi-akiu'>s of tlu- jiirv— winch h. in fad,

• rc;ill\ >u|.nni(' ImiuIi. and whicli oii^'hl to Im- conijiuMil

.,(il\ .,!' ihoi<v ami i '.•< led men—and it w<ndd lie in danu'cr

nf ruiii if till- pillar \uu- hn.kcn which n<iw npliold-i uur

ii-iiii n.il
I
in iced I III'.

\rn -I on Mi>|iici<'n i> one <» r the terrihle Imt neies-arv

rs ..f which the ri.>k !<• Hicu'tv is comiterlialam d hv i{>

i!ii"ien>e iin|nirtani-e And hesi«les. disliiist id" the ma;ri-iraey

II. ..iiera ! is a he^nnninj; 'd mm la 1 dissnhitinii. Ilestnn that

-.tiliii Kill, and rccnn>trii(t it mi an- itluT hasis; insist—a«

ua- tli'' cMsi hefore the |{e\ uint loll— t hat jnd;.'es shonid show

:ir; marantee nf fni'Iiinc ; hut, at any ci 4, heiieve ill it !

i)" not iiiake It an iiii. ijre nf -uciety tn he insulteil

rallyihesi davs a jndj,'e. paid as a functionary, and irem

r man. has in the jdaee of his di^niity of old a liaiijxht

if demeanor that seems o(lions to the men raised to he

lU.ll for haii'ditiness is diunitv without a sol d IIII nasi

lenient in the present system. If l-"raiue

led into ten circuits, the mairistracy mi^ht he ro-

it I- I 111 \ iiiollS (

d hy conferriiifr its di-rnities o men of fortune; hut

with si\-and-twenty circuits this is impossinie

'liie onlv real iniprovemcnt to he insisted on m
(f I he liiiWl

the exercise

r intr\istcd to the exaininiiisr jud^re. is an alteration

mditions of preliminary impriMmmeiit. The mere

if suspicion I itiilht to make no ditTeronce in the hahits of

r the suspected parties. Houses of detention for them

c.'lit to he constrncted in Paris, furnished an<l arramjer

nil a wav as prea

"l t<with nLMHl to siispe<

1 in

tlv to modify llie feeling of the public

The law is ffood, and is•ted [HTsons.

iiei'i—arv its application is in fault, and [tulilic feeling

the laws from the wav in which they are carrn 1 out.

.\' :i imlilic o])inion in France condemns perr-ons under siis

111: i.lll.

'^I'C mi

ihile. hv an inex plicablo reai lion, it justifies those

tted for trial. This. jxThaps. is a resu It of the ea-

sel Tiailv refractory nature of the French.
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This illogical temper of the Parisian iu'OjjIo was one of the

factors which (oiitribiited to tlie climax of this drama; nay,

as may he seen, it was one of tlie most important.

To enter into the secret of the territ)k' scenes which are

acted out in the examining judge's chandx'rs ; to understand

the respective positions of the two helligerent powers, the i-aw

and the examinee, the oltject of wiiose contest is a certain

secret kept hy tlie |)risoner from the incjuisition of the magis-

trate—well named in prison slang, "the curious man"— it

must always he remembered that jhtsoiis imprisoned under

suspicion know nothing of what is licing said l)y the seven or

eight puhlics that compose the I'uhlir, nothing of how much

the police know, or the authorities, or the little tiiat news-

papers can publish as to tiie eircumstances of the crime.

Thus, to give a man in eustody such information as Jacques

Collin had just received from Asie as to Lucien's arrest,

is throwing a rope to a drowning man. As will be seen, in

consetiuence of this ignoranc", a stratagem which, without this

warning, must certainly have been equally fatal to the convict,

was doomed to failure.

Monsieur Canuisot, the son-in-law of one of the clerks of

the cabinet, too well known for any account of his position

and connection to he necessary here, was at this moment al-

most as much perplexed as Carlos Ilerrera in view of the ex-

amination he was to conduct, lie had formerly been Presi-

dent of a Court of the Paris circuit ; he had been raised from

that position and called to be a judge in Paris—one of the

most coveted posts in the magistracy—by the influence of the

celebrated Duchesse de Maufrigueuse, whose husband, at-

tached to the Dauphin's person, and Colonel of a cavalry

regiment of the Guards, was as much ii\ favor with the King

as she was with Madamk. In return for a very small service

which he had done the Duchess—an iiiii)ortaiit matter to her

—on the occasion <if a charge of forgery brought against the

young Comte d'Ksgrignon by a banker of Aleii(,on (see Le

Cabinet des Antiques; Scenes dc la vie de Province), he was
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pp.muted from lioing a [)rovinciiil judge to bo prcs^idont of his

foiin. and from being presidi'iit to be an oxiiniiiiiMg judge in

I'nns.

I'.ir cighteon months now ho had sat on tho most im-

[M.iiant Bonoli in tho kingdom; and had onco, at tho dosire

,,r ilir Duchosse do Maufrignouso, had an opportunity of for-

Hardnm tho ends of a lady not loss intluontial than tho Duch-

ies, iianioly, tho Marquise' d'Espard, but ho had failed. (See

till Cuiniiiis.'^ion in Lunacy.)

I.ii.ion, as was told at tho beginning of this Scene, to be

r, Ai iigrd on Madame d'Kspard, who aimed at depriving her

tiur-l.and of his liberty of aotion, was able to put the true facts

1m fr.iv tlio Publie Trosooutor and the Comte do Sorizy. These

iv.o important authorities being thus won over to the Marquis

d l:^pan^s party, his wife had barely esoaped the censure of

ilic r.oneh bv her husband's generous intervention.

On iioaring- yesterday, of Lucien"s arrest, the Marquise

illlspard had sent her brothor-in-lav the Chevalier d'Espard,

\n Mc Madame Camusot. Madame nusot had sot off forth-

uiih to call on the notorious Maniuise. Just before dinner,

on her return homo, she had called iior husbanu aside in the

titilrniiin.

"if yuu can commit that little fop Lucien do Rubempre

fur irial. and secure his condemnation." said she in his ear,

'vuu will be Councillor to the Supreme Court
"

•liuw?"
"Madame d'Espard longs to see that poor young man

jriiillutinod. I shivered as I heard what a pretty woman's

hatred ean he I"

"Do not meddle in questions of law," said Camusot.

-i: meddle!" said she. "If a third person could have

liard us. he could not have guessed what wo wore talking

alM.ut. Tho Mar(|uiso and 1 were as e.xcpiisitely hypo-

I ritKai to each other as yon are to nio at this moment. She

l".LMn l)y thanking me for your good otlioes in her suit, say-

i'-i: that slio was grateful in sjiito of lis having failed. She

.-[leko of the terrible functions devolved on you by the law.

m
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'It is fi'iirful to havo to send a man to the scaffold—but as

to that man, it would be no more than justice/ and so forth.

ThfU slie lamented that such a handsome youn^' fellow,

brought to I'aris by lier cousin. Madame du Chatelet, should

have turned out so badly. 'That," said she, 'is what bad

women like Coralie and Ksther bring .young men to when they

are currupt enough to share their disgraceful profits!' Next

came some fine speeches about charity and religion ! Madame
du Chatelet had .slid tliat Lucien deserved a thousand deaths

for having half killed his mother and his sister.

"Then she .'-poke of a vacancy in the Supreme Court—she

knows the Keeper of the Seals. 'Your husband, madame, has

a fine opportunity of distinguishing himself," she said in

conclusion—and that is all."

"We distinguish ourselves every day when we do our duty,"

said Camusot.

"You will go far if you are always the lawyer even to your

wife," cried Madame Cannisot. "Well, I used to think you a

goose. Now I admire you."

The lawyer's lips wore one of those smiles which are as

peculiar to them as dancers" smiles are to dancers.

"Madame, can 1 come in?" said the maid.

"What is it?" said lier mistress.

"Madame, the head lady's-maid came from the Duchesse

de Maufrigneuse while you were out, and she will be obliged

if you would go at once to the Hotel de Cadignan."

"Keep dinner back,"' said the lawyer's wife, remembering

that the driver of the hackney coach that had brought her

home was waiting to be paid.

She put her bonnet on again, got into the coach, and in

twenty minutes was at the Hotel de Cadignan. Madame

Camusot was led up the i)rivate stairs, and sat alone for ten

minutes in a boudoir adjoining the Duchess' bedroom. The

Duchess presently appeared, si)lendidly dressed, for she

was starting for Saint-Cloud in obedience to a Royal invita-

tion.

"Between you and me, my dear, two words are enough."
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"Vcp, Maflamo la Duchcsse."

"Lucicn do liubeniprt" i? in custody, your hupband is con-

ihifriiifr tlu' inquiry: I will answer for the poor Ixiy's inno-

,, ncf. MH' that he is released within twenty-four hours.—This

i^ not all. Some one will ask to-morrow to see Lucien in

private in his cell ; your husband may be present if he chooses,

-M Imiir as he is not discovered. I am, as you know, true to

i!„,M' wiio do mo a service. The King looks for high courage

III ins magistrates in the ditVicult position in which he will

pivMiitlv lind himself; 1 will bring your husband forward,

:,h,i iv.ornmend him as a man devoted to the King even at

;!;. Ii^k of his head. Our friend Camusot will lie made first

;. .niiiicillor, and then the rresident of Court somewhere or

ntliir.—Good-bye.— I am under orders, you will cxcu.'^e me,

I knr.w?

"Vou will not only oblige the public prosecutor, who can-

II, t -ive an opinion in this atfair; you will save the life of

;i .lying woman, Madame de Serizy. So you will not lack

.<ii[ip(irt.

'• In short, vou see, I i)ut my trust in you, I need not say

— voii know
"

Shf laid a finger to her lips and disappeared.

'•And 1 had not a Ji.mce of telling her that Madame

.i'lNpard wants to see Lucien on the scaifold !" thought the

jui!ge"s wife as she returned to her hackney cab.

Siie got home in such a state of anxiety that her husband,

(in seeing her, asked :

"What is the matter, Amelie?"

'We stand between two fires."

Sh,. told her hus!)and of her interview with the Duchess,

"p.aking in his ear for fear the maid should i)e listening at

the dour.

"Now, which of them has most power?" she said in conclu-

su.n. "The Manpiise was very near getting you into trouble

ill till' silly business of the cominission on her husband, and

wr nwr cvervtbimj to tbr nuchess.

"One nuuie vague promises, while the other one tells you

M-.^



880 A COrUTKSANS IAVE

r
].

ill
: It

you shall first hv ('niineillor iiml then I'rcsidcnt.—Tloaven

forbid I should advise vmi ; 1 will iicvrr meddle in iiiatlers i.f

businosp; still, 1 am ImhiikI to n']H'al exactly what is said at

Court and what goes on
"

"But, Anielio, you do not know what tlie Profet of police

sent mo this morning, and by whom ? iiy one of tho most im-

portant agents of liie suju'rior ])oliee, the Hibi-Lupin of

politics, wli' told me that the Government had a secret inter-

est in this ti'ial.—Xow let us dine and go to the Varietes.

We will talk all this over to-night in '.ly private room, for

I shall need your intelligenee; that of a judge may not per-

haps be enough
"'

Nine magistrates out of ten would deny the influence of

the wife over her husband in such eases; but though this may
be a renuirkable exception in society, it may be insisted on as

true, even i-f im])rol)able. Tlie magist;'-ite is like the priest,

especially in Paris, where the best of the profession are to

be found ; he rarely speaks of his business in the Courts, ex-

cepting of settled cases. Xot only do magistrates' wive?

affect to know nothing; they have enough Miise of propriety

to understand that it would damage their husbands if, when

they are told some secret, they aliowi'd their knowledge to be

suspected.

Xcvertheless, on some great occasions, when promotion de-

pends on the decision taken, many a wife, like Amelie, has

helped the lawyer in his study <if a case. .\ih1, after all, these

exceptions, whicli. of course, are easily denied, since they re-

main unknown, depend entirely on the way in which the

struggle between two natures lias worked out in home-life.

.Vow, Madame Camusot controlled Iter husband completely.

When all in the house were asleep, the lawyer and his wife

sat down to the desk, where the nuigis.rate had already laid

out the documents in the ease.

"Here are the notes, forwarded to me, at my request, by

the Prefet of police," said Camusot.
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"Thiis inf^'"iilual is undouhtiHlly tho man named Jacques

Culliii. kn< I as Troiii]K'-la-M()rt, who was last arn'stcd in

l-^r.i. in the dwelling-house of a certain Madanii^ Vauquer,

uho kept a common boarding-house in the Uue N'euvo-Sainte-

(idii vieve. where he lived in eoncealnicnt under the alias of

\".iiitrin."

A marginal note in the Prefet's handwriting ran thus:

"Ordrrs have been sent by telegraph to Bibi-Lupin, chief of

tile Safety department, to return forthwith, to be confronted

willi tlu' prisoner, as he is personally acquainted with Jacques

Cnlliti. whom he, in fact, arrested in 1S1!» with the connivance

(if a Mademoiselle Michonneau.

"The boarders who then lived in the Maison Vauquer

arc -till living, and may be called to establish his identity.

••'riif self-styled C< ilos Ilerrera is Monsieur I-ucien de

l'i;lifmpre"s intimate friend and adviser, and for three years

[i;i-t has furnished him with considerable sums, evidently ob-

tained by dishonest means.

"This partnership, if the identity of the Spaniard with

.l.jiqncs Collin can be proved, must involve the condemnation

I'f l.ueien de Hubempre.

"The sudden death of Peyrade, the j)oliee agent, is at-

tril.iitalile to poison administered at the instigation of Jacques

( illiii. liubempre. or their accomplices. The reason for

titi- murder is the fact that justice had for a long time been

on the traces of these clever criminals."'

And again, on the nuirgin, the magistrate pointed to this

II 't'' written by the Prefet himself:

"This is the fact to my personal knowledge: and I also

kn.>\v tliat the Sieur T.ucien de Rubempre has disgracefully

trii ked the Comte de Serizy and the Public Prosecutor."

"What do yon say to this. Amelie?"

"It is frightful !" replied his wife. "Go on."

T
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" riic triuisl'oniiiitHiii (if the coiivitt .'iic'iucs Collin into

a Spanish |irii'st is llu' result nt' M)mc crinic iikh'c clever tliaii

tiiiil i)V which ( 'oiirnard made hiiii>e|j' ('oiiite do Saiiitc-

Ilelenc."
"
Lucitn lie Jiuhi'iiipn''.

"Lucien f'liardoii, son of an apotliocarv at Anpoulemo

—

his inotlier a i)eiiinisclle de IJiilienijire^lR'ars the name f)f

Uubcmjtre in virtue of a royal patent. This was granted hy

the re(|uest of Madame la l)lu•he^se de Maufrigneuse and

Monsieur le Comte de Serizy.

"This young man came to Paris in IS'^ . . . without any

means of suhsisteiue. following Madame la Comtosse Sixto

du C'hatelet. then Madame de liargeton, a cousin of Madame
dKspards.
"He was ungrateful to Madame de Rargeton, and cohabited

with a girl named Coralie, an actress at the Gymnase, now-

dead, who left Monsieur Cannisot, a silk mercer in the Rue

des Hourdonnais, to live with Uul)empre.

"Ere long, having sunk into poverty through the in-

sutficiency of the money allowed him hy this actress, he seri-

ously compromised his l)rother-in-law, a highly-respecteil

printer of Angouleme. hy giving forged hills, for which David

Sechard was arrested, during a short visit paid to Angouleme

by Lucien. In consequence of this affair Huhempre tied, but

suddenly reappeared in Paris witli the Al)he Carlos Herrera.

"Though having no visible means of subsistence, the said

Lucien de Huhempre spent on an average three hundred thou-

sand francs during the three years of his second residence

in Paris, and can only have obtained the money from the

self-styled Abbe Carlos llerrera—but how did he come by it ?

"He has recently laid out above a million francs in re-

purchasing the Ihibempre estates to fulfil the conditions on

which he was to be allowed to marry Mademoiselle Clotilde

de Grandlieu. This marriage has been broken off in con-

sequence of inquiries made by the Grandlieu family, the said

Lucien having told them tliat he had oljtaiued the money from



END OF KVIL WAYS 333

lii- l)rother-in-lnw iiiid liis sisirr; but the in format ion ob-

laiiicl. more especially li.v Monsieur Derville. attorney-at-law,

[,i,.vcs tiiat not only were that worthy eouple iirnorant of his

jiaviii^' made this pnrehase, but that they believed the said

i.iiruii to l)e deeply in debt.

-Moreover, the properly inherited by the Secliards consists

nf hciises; and the ready "money, by their allidavit, amounted

l,, ;ilM>nt two hundred thousand francs.

'Lucien was secretly cohabit injr with Esther Oobseck ;
hence

ih, re can be no doub't that all the lavish ;;ifts of the Baron

.]. Nuringen, the girl's protector, were handed over to the said

l.lll-ii'U.

"Lucien and his companion, the convict, have succeeded in

kirpiii-,' their footing in the face of the world longer than

(nimiard did, deriving their income from the prostitution of

1 ill- said Esther, formerly on the register of the town."

Though these notes are to a great extent a repetition of the

.-toiA- already told, it was necessary to reproduce them to show

tlir part played by the jxdiee in Paris. As has already been

N.!i from the note on Peyrade, the police has summaries,

aiiMost invariably correct, concerning every family or in-

il!\i<hial whose life is under suspicion, or whore actions are of

a doubtful character. It knows every circumstance of their

(!rlin(|uencies. This universal register and account of

coiiseiences is as accurately kept as the register of the Bank

r f Friince and its account of fortunes. Just as the Bank notes

tii. -lightest delay in payment, gauges ever>- credit, takes

-tiiik of every capitalist, and watches their proceedings, .so

.! . -^ the police weigh and measure the honesty of each citizen.

V, ii!i it, as in a Court of Law, innocence has nothing to fear;

It li:i> no hold on anything but crime.

However high the" rank of a family, it cannot evade this

-"i iai providence.

\!k1 its discretion is equal to the extent of its power. This

\.'.-: ma^s of written evidence compiled by the polia—reports,

notes, and summaries—an ocean of information, sleeps un-
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(li.«tiirl)P(l, as (l('e[) and (iiliii as the sea. Some accident oc-

curs, sonic crinic or riiisdemeanor becomes aggressive,—then
the law refers to the police, and immediately, if any docu-
ments hear on the suspected criminal, the jndge is iufornied.
These records, an analysis of his antecedents, are merely
side-lights, and unknown heyond the walls of the Palais dc
Justice. Xo legal use can he made of them; Justice is in-

formed l»y theiii. and takes advantage of them; hut that is

all. These documents form, as it were, the inner linini;

of the tissue of crimes, their first cause, which is hardly ever
made public. No jury would accept it; and the "whole
country would rise up in wrath if e.\cer])ts from those docu-
ments came out in the trial at the Assizes. In fact, it is the
truth which is doomed to remain in the well, as it i.s every-
where and at all times. There is not a magistrate who, after
twelve years" experience in Paris, is not fully aware that the
Assize Court and the police authorities keep the secret of half
these squalid atrocities, or who does not admit that half
the crimes that are committed are never punished by the
law.

If the public could know how reserved the employes of the
police are—who do not forget—they would reverence these
honest men as much as they do Cheverus. The police is

supposed to be astute, Machiavellian; it is, in fact, most
benign. But it hears every passion in its paroxysms, it

listens to every kind of treachery, and keeps notes of all.

The police is terrible on one side only. What it does for

justice it does no less for political interests; but in these it is

as ruthless and as one-sided as the fires of the hKiuisition.
"I'ut this aside," said the lawyer, replacing the notes in

their cover; "this is a secret between the police and the law.

The judge will estimate its value, but Monsieur auvi Madame
Camusot must know nothing of it."

"As if I needed telling that!" said his wife.

"Lucien is guilty," he went on; "but of what?"
"A man who is the favorite of the Duchesse de Mau-

frigneuse, of the Comtesse dc Serizy, and loved by Clotilde



BSD OF EVIL WAYS 335

The other must
(le (irandliou, ia not f?uilty," said Amehe

he aiiHwcrablc for cvcrythiiif;."

-r.ul Liicieu is his mroinplicor tried Camusot.

••Take n.v a.lviee." sai.l Ai.ielie. -H. ^lore this priof^t to the

a,,,!oMiatic"eareer lie so {jreatly adorns, exculpate this little

unicli. and iliid some other eriminal
"

llnw you run on 1" said the inajjistrate with a snule. ' Wo-

,„,, K'o to the point, plun^'inK' through the law as birds fly

ihruiij:li the air, and find nothing to stop them."

"I'.ut
•

said Anielie, "whether he is a diploniate or a con-

vict, ih.- Ahbe Carlos will lind some one to get hnn out of

the scrape."
. i

• - •
i

"1 iiin only a considering cap; you arc the brain, saiU

Ciiiruisnt. . .

•W.ll. tlio sitting is closed; give your Melie a kiss; it is

"
"\ml Madame Camusot went to bed, leaving her husband

t„ arrange his papers and his ideas in preparation for the task

of .•xaniining the two prisoners ne.xt morning.

\nd thus, while the prison vans were conveying Jacqiics

C.lliu and Lucien to the Conciergerie, the examining judge,

luivin.r breakfasted, was making his way across Pans on foot,

after tlie unpretentious fashion of Parisian magistrates, to go

tn his chambers, where all the documents in the case were laid

n adv for him.
.

TJiis was the wav of it: Every examining judge has a

h.ad-clerk, a sort of sworn legal secretary—a race that per-

iMuates itself without anv premiums or encouragement, pro-

,1.1, ,ng a numl)er of excellent souls in wh.uu secrecy is natural

a„d incorruptible. From the origin of the Parlement to the

j,r.-cnt dav, no case has ever been known at the Palais de

•iu-tice of "anv gossip or indiscretion on the j.art of a clerk

l,.,und to the Courts of In.juiry. (lentil sold the release given

) V Louise de Savoie to Semhhin.:ay ; a War Othce clerk sold

tlV- plan of the Russian campaign to Czernitchef ;
and these

traitors were more or less rich. The prospect of a post in the
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Palais and professional conscicntioiisncss aro cnouf,'!! to makr
a jii(l;,'f'>

( Irrk a siicicssfiil rival of the toinli— for tlic tonil)
has h(t raved many s.-cri'ts siiico clii'niistry lias made siuli
pro^'rcss.

'J'liis ollicial is. in fad. tlio inaj^'ist rate's pen. It will Im
understood i.y many rea.iers tliat a man may ),r|adly he the
shaft <.r a machine, while they wonder u hy lie is ('(intent to
remain a holt; still the holt is content—perhaps the machin-
ery terrifies him.

Camiisofs clerk, a youn;,' man of t wo-and-twentv, named
Co.|iiart. had come in the morning,' to fetch all the documents
and the jiid;,'e"s notes, and laid everything' ready in his
chamhers, while the lawyer himself was wand'Tin^' alon;; tlic

quays, looking,' at the curiosities in the shops, and vvondernu-'
within himself:

—

°

"JIow on earth am I to set to work with such a clover
rascal as this ,lac(iues Collin, sii])p(jsin<,' it is he.' The head
of the Safety will know him. I must look as if 1 knew what
I was al.out. if only for the sake of the police ! I see so many
insuj)erahle dillicullics, that the hest plan would be to en"-

lighten the Marquise and the Duchess hy showing them the
notes of the police, and 1 should avenge my father, from
whom Lucieii stole Coralie.— If 1 e;in unveil these scoundrels,
my skill will he londly proclaimed, and Lucien will .«oon he
thrown over hy his friends.—Well, well, the examination will
settle all thai."

He turned into a curiosity shop, tempted hy a Boule
clock.

"N'ot to he false to my conscience, and yet to oblige two
groat ladies—that will he a triumph of skill." thought he.

"What, do you collect coins too. monsieur?" said Cainusot to

the Public Prosecutor, whom he f(»uiul in the shop.
"It is a taste dear to all dispensers of justice," said the

Comte de (iranville. laughing. "They look at the reverse
said of every medal."

And after looking about the shop for some minntos, as if

coutiuuiug his search, he accompanied Camusot on his way
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,]nwi\ the quay without its ivcr <M(:urrin<,' In Caniusot thul

..iivthiiiir liiit cliiiiict' had l)roii^'Iit thi'tii to^'cthcr.

N oil lire cxai' iiin^' Monsieur de liubenipre this morning,"

-;;l(! thr I'ulilic I't'oseclltor. "Poor fellow— I likeil him."

'•'{'here are several eharf^'es against him," said Camusot.

•^e^, I saw tlie [lolier papers; hut some of the iiiforma-

limi (lime from an agent who is iTidepeml 'lit of the Prefet,

i!ir notorious I'oretitin, who ha> eau-ed ':ie dea''i oi more

inniKciit men than vou will ever si-nd guilty i. 'n to the

Miiirild, and liut that rascal is out of your reach.

—

Wiihniit trying to iiiihienco the conscience of such a magi>-

tnitc ,1-. you are, I may point out to you that if you could he

p( rfr.tly sure that Lucien was ignorant of the contents of

thiil uuinan's will, it would be .self-evident uiat he had no in-

terest in her death, for she gave him enormous sums of

IlluIlI'V."

••\\( (an prove his absence at the time when this Esther

was poisoned," said Camusot. "He was at P'ontainebleau, on

tli( watch for Mademoiselle de CJrandlieu ami the Duchesso

.!. I.rnuncourt."

••.\nd he still cherishi'd such hopes of marrying Made-

iiioi^.jle de Crandlicii," said the Public Prosecutor—"I have

It troiii the Duchesse de (Irandlieu herself—that it is in-

fi.Mceivable that such a clever young fellow should com-

pnnni-e liis chances by a perfectly aimless crime."

••\<c." t:aid Camusot, "especially if Esther gave him all

i'erville and Xucingen both say that she died in ignorance

of ilic inheritance she had long since come into," added (Iraii-

Vilkv

"i'-iit then what do you sui>pose is the meaning of it

a!l ?" a^ked Camusot. "For there is something at the bottom

of it."

"A crime committed by some servant," said the Public

ri'oseciitor.

"rnfortunately," remarked Camusot. "it would be quite

like .Jacques Collin—for the Spauisih priest is certainly none
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otiicr than llint ('scjipcd cuiivicf— to Ikim' tjikft) possession of

till' Mvcri liiiiidriMl anil (il'tv tlionsiuiil francs (ltTi\ctl frutn

Ihe sale of tlic (triit'uatc of sliarrs ^'ivcn to I'];-tlu>r by Nu-
cinf^'cii."'

'•\V<'i>,'li fvcrytliiiig wiMi fare, my <lrar Caiiiusot. He
prudent. The Alilie Carlos Hern ra has diplomatic connec-
tions; still, an envoy who had committed a (rime would not

he sheU<;ri'(l hy hi> |to>iiion. Is he or is he not the Ahbe
Carlos Ilerrcra? That is the important question."

.And Monsieur de (Iranville Imwed, and turned away, as re-

(juiriiif,' no answer.

"So he too wants to save Lucieii I" thoufjht (^amnsot, going
on hy the (^uai des Lunettes, whih' the Puhlic Prosecutor
entered the i'alais tlirou<,'h the Cour de Ilarlay.

On reaching,' the courtyard of the Coiicit^rjxcrio, Camusnt
went to the (iovcrnor's room and hd him into the middle of

tlu' f)avement, where no om' could overhear them.
".My dear sir. ilo tne the favor of jroini.' to La Force, and

inijuirin^' of your cojlcai^nie there wiiether he happens at this

moment to have there any convicts who were on the hulks at

Toidon hetween ISIO and ISl,"); or have you am imprisoned
here? We will transfer those of La Fone here for a few

days, and you will let me know whether this so-called Spani-li

priest is known to tlu'in as Jaciiueri Collin, otherwise Tron)p(>-

la-Mort."

"N'ery ^jood. Monsieur Camugot.— Hut Bihi-Lupin is

come .

"What, already!'"' said t!ie .jud;re.

"He was at Melun. He was told that Trornpe-la-Mort

had to he identified, and hv smiled with joy. He awaits vour

orders."

"Send him to me."

The (iovernor was tlien alile to lay hefore Monsieur Camusot
Jacipies Collin's reiiuest, and he descrilu'd tlie man's de-

piorahle condition

"I intended to examine him first." replied the mapistrato,

"but not on account of his health. I received a note this
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tii'iriiiii<^ from the (invcrimr of La Funi'. Will, tliir- laxal,

u li" i|i -criln'il liimsflf ti) }nii lis having In en il\ in;; fur I «fiily-

f. ur liniir- past, shpl m> foiimllv lliai ilu\ \m in mtu lii.s

li lliriv, with the <liK'tor for wlmm the (loNcriinr had sent,

uiihniii hi> hcariii;; thfiii; th'' ilm hir iIhI not cvtii feel his

p il-i. hf li'fl liiiii to slcf|»

—

whiih |)ro\r.-. that his coiiscit'iicc

I- .1- Imi^'h as his hfaltli. I shall acicj)! this ffi^riicd iliru'ss

Mi,l\ -u far as it iiiav fiiahlc iir' to .-liuly my luaii, " added Moii-

MCllI' ( illllllSot, Sllllilll;,'.

"\\r live to Icarii cvorv (hiy with these variouH fjrades of

pn-up. r.-."" said the (iovt'riior of the prison.

The I'ri'fccture of iioliee a<ijoiiis the Coiicier^'erie, atid

ilir !iia_Mstrates, like the (io\(Tiior, knowing; all the sub-

tirraman passaffcs, can yet to and fro with the f,'reat(!st

rajiiijity. This explains the miraeiiloiis ease witli v.hieh in-

f'Minaiioii can he conveyed, durinj.' the sitting of tlie Courts,

iM ilic olliiials and tlie presidents of the Assize Courts. Aiidhy

ihe tune Monsieur Caniusot had reached the to|) of tlie stairs

I.kIiiil: to his clianilHTs, liihi-Lupin was there too, having

(.im hy the Salle des l'as-1'erdus.

"What zeal!" said Caniusot, with a smile.

"All. well, you .«ce if it is lti\" replied the man, "you vnll

Ke ynat fun in the prison-yard if hy chance there are any
eiil -tairers here."

"Why?"
"Tiiimpe-la-Mort snoakod their rhipp, and I know that

liit\ have vowed to he the death of him."

Till 1/ were the convicts whose money, intrnsted to Trompe-
l.iMort. had all heen made away with hy him for Lucien, as

li.i- h^rn fold.

"Could you lay your hand on the witnesses of his former

ani'.-t ?"

"'iive me two summonses of witnesses and I will find you

^ lUic to-day."

"<'n<|uart," said the lawyer, as l;e took otf liis gloves, and

i'l i((d his hat and stiek in a comer, "ilil up two summonses
I V niousieur's dircctious."'
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Uv looked at liiiiisi-If in tlie <,dass over tho cliimnoy sliclf,

where stood, in tlic place of a clock, a basin and jug. On
one side was a bottle of water and a i,daps, on the otlier a

lamp. He rang the bell; his usher came in a few minutes
after.

''Is anybody here for me yot ?" he asked the m.m. whose
business it. was to reccivt' the witnesses, to verify their suiii-

nioiis, and to set them in the order of their arrival.

'^'es, sir."

' I'ake their names, and bring me the list."

The exauMning judges, to save time, are often obliged to

carry on .several iiKpiiries at once. Hence the long waiting;
intlieted on the witnesses, who have seats in the ushers' hall,

where the judges' i„.]i.>^ jirc constant I v ringing.

"And then," f'amu.sot went on, '-bring up the Abbe Carlos
Uerrera."

"Ah, ha ! I was told that he was a priest in Spanish. Pooh !

It is a new edition of Collet, .Monsieur Camusot," said tin-

head of the Safety department.
'There is nuthing new I" rei)lied Camusot.
And he sigr)ed tlie two for?nidai)le documents which alarm

everybody, even the most innocent witnesses, whom the law
thus requires to appear, under severe penalties in case of

failure.

By this time Jacques Collin had, about half an hour since,

finished his deep meditations, and was armed for the frav.

Nothing is more ])erfectly cliaraeteristic of llrs type of tlir

mob in rebelli(m against the law than the few words ho liad

written on the greasy scraps of pa])er.

The .sense of the jirst— for it was written in the language,
tlie very shing of slang, agreed upon by .Vsie and himself, a

cii)her of words—was as follows:

—

"Go to thcDuchcsse de Maufrigneuse or Madame de Seriz\

:

one of them 7nu>t sei' I.ueien before he is examined, and give
him (he enclosed paper to read. Then find Europe and
l'ac( ard : thosf two thieves in:ist he at my orders, and ready
to play any part I may set (hem.
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"(in fo RiiPti^Miac; tell him, froi;! t. m.-in Ii.- inrt at tlio

mIm im-IimII. to <(iiiH' iuiil swear tliat [h- Alilir CaVlns llcrrcni

',!- iici ri'.-('tiil)laiifi' t(t .lac(jiit's Collin wiio was apiirt'Iiciuli'il

\ ,iii(|iu r's. Do tlif saiiif with Dr. Ilianclion. ami <,a't

I. Ill iiiiV tuo woiiicii to work to tlic same end."

(•;i tlie eiiejoscd fra<Miieiit were tllese words in trooil

|.ii( iiTi, confess nothing: alioiit ine. I am the Alihe Carlos

ilcinia. Not only wiP tills lie your cxetiliiatioii ; Itiit. if

\n\] ijn not lose your head, yoii will have seven millions and
\ii,ir lioi lor eleari'd.

rii(~i' iwo hits of paper, fjunimed on the side of the writing

^11 a- lu look like one piece, wcri' tlicn rolled ti^ditly, with ii

ill Mcrity peculiar to men who have dreamed of ^ettiiif,' free

ti'iin llie hulks. The whole thinp assumed the shape and eon-

^i-b ii(y of a hall of dirty rui)hish, about as hijx as tiic sealing-

u,i\ heads which thrifty women stick on the head of a large

IK '.!!.• when the eye is hnskt'n.

If I am exan)ined first, we are .saved; if it is the hoy, all

i,- |.i~t."" paid he to himself, while he waited.

II i< jili^ht was so sore that the stron<; man's face was wet

uiih white sweat. Indeed, this wonderful man saw as clearlv

I'l his -phere of crime as Moliere did in his sphere of

ihiinaiic |)oetry, or Cuvier in that of extinct or^'anisins.

(iiiiiii> <>{ whatever kind is intuition. Helow this highest

iii:]iiil\^tation other remarkahle achievements may he due to

i.i!''rii. This is what divides men of th<' first rank from tliose

I" llle second.

( riiiie has its men of genius. ,Ia<(|ues Collin, driven to

hi\. had iiit on the same notion as Ma<lame Camiisol"s arn-

i' I'.'ii and Madame de Seri/,y"s passion, suddenly revived l)y

k of the dreadful disaster which was overwhelmiIK
len. This was the supreme I'ifort of human intellect

iiiv( ted auainst the steel armor of .histice.

On hearing the ras])ing of the heavy locks and holts of liis

(1 i.r. .1,

Vi.l-

iciille: C<.ll in resiinuM I his mask ot a (Ivini/ man
111 Ipcd in thi^ hy the intoxicating Joy that he felt at the
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Boiind of the warder's .shoos i.. llic passnjro. ITo had no idoa

how Asic wuiild iri't mar him; hut he nlicd on incctinir her

on the way, especially after her jironiise given in the Saint-

Jean gateway.

After that fortunate achievement she had gone on to the

Place de (Jreve.

Till is;i() the name of F.a (ireve (the Strand) had a moan-
ing that is now \i»{. Kvery part of the river-shore fnMii llir

Pont d'Arcolc to the I'oiit I^ouis-I'lulippe was then as nature
had made it. excepting the jiaved way which was at the top

of the hank. When tlie river was in tloml a hoat could pass

close under the houses and at the end of the streets running
down to the river. On the (puiy the footpjith was f )r the

most part raised with a fiw steps; and when the river was up
to the houses, vehicles had to ])ass along the horrihie Hue io

la Mortellcrie. which has now heen completely removed (o

nuike room for eidnrging tlu' Hotel de \'ille.

So the sham costermonger could easily anil (piicklv run
her truck down to the bottom of th(» ipiay, and hide it there

till the real owner—who was. in fact, drinking the price ot'

her wares, sold iiodily to .\sie. in one of the ahiwninahlr

taverns in the K'ue de la Mortellcric—should return to claim

it. At thiit time the <,»uai I'ellctier was being extended, the

cntranck' to llie w<irks was guanled by a crippled soldier, at; !

the harrow would be ipiite safe in his keeping.

Asie then jumped into a hackney cab on the IMace do

FHotcl de \'ille. and said to the driver, "To the Temple,
and look sharp, I'll tip yo\i well."

A woman dressed like .\sie could disappear, without aiiv

questions being asked, in llie huge market-place, where ,dl ilif

rags in f'aris are gathered together, where a thousand cosi.t-

mongers waiidir round, and two hundred old-clothes sellir-^

arc chaffering.

The two prisoners had hardly been htcked up when she

was dres>ing herseir in a low, damp entresol over one of those

foul sho|is where remnants are sold, pieces stolen by tailor-

and I'ressnudvcrs—an estaltlishment kept by au old maid
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kii'iun iiP La Romotto, from her f'hriptian tinmi' .Icroinctto.

I„i I.'uiiH'tto was to the "purcliasor? of wanlrnl.i's" what these

auinni lire to tlic bettor class of so-oallcil hidics in ilillioultics

Madame hi Hessniiree, that is to say. monev-lenders at a

huiidnd per cent.

•\n\v. child." said Asie. "T have <rot to l)e fi^jred out. T

iiii-i lie a liaroness of the Faubourg Saint-(iermain at the

'. !V Irast. .\iid ;-har|)"s the word, for mv feet are in

111 i nil, Vou know what ^'owiis suit me. Hand up the

r.ii;_;r-[Mii. lind me some iirst-class bits of lace, and the

^ua'j>:iTc.-i jewelry yon can ])iek oui.—Send the girl to call a

c aril, and have it lironghl to the back door."

"^1.-. madame." the woniiin re|)lied very humbly, and with

t!;i- 1 ai:i rni'.-s (d' a maid wailing on her mistress.

\( '
1 re had been any oin- to witness the scene, he would

lia\i mull ivtiiod that the woman knoun as .\>ie was at home

"I have Iiad -ome diamonds olfered me," said la Komette,
-:i' ^\^^ -Mil AsicV head.

•Sinlcn?"

"I >liiitilil ihink .-o."

'"Will. then, however cheaj) Ihey mav be. we must do with-

er 'ein. W'e mu.^t light shy of tin.' Ipmiv fur a long time to

I' uill now be understood how .\sie ci)iitri\t'd to be in ihe

S.iiie des I'as-I'e.dus of the Talais de .lu>tice with a summons
i iter hand, asking her way along the ])assages and stairs

! I'lng to the examining ju<lg" s chamber-^, and iufiuiring for

V'' -I'lir (anin>ot. about a iiuarter of an lumr iiefore that

;:• 'iiieiiian's arrival.

A-
• was not recognizable. After washing off her "make-

<'•' - :;n old woman, like an aitre-;>. she aj>pl'ed rouge and
]"-.t\\ jiu\' der. and covered lur head wiih a well-made fair

vwL". l»ri--ed exactly a> a, lady ef the Faubourg' Saint-

'" t'i!ia:ii might be if in se;ir(-h of a dog -lie had lost, ?ho looked

- I'lTly. fur she shrouded licr feature- iiiider a splc: lid

'"
• K lace veil. A j.iair of .stays, severely laced, disguised her
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cook's nLrnrc. Willi very pun] lHov.- iui.l ;i ratlior larp^
hnstlf. sli." pxhiilcd the pnrfuiiics n\'

. ..wdcr // /a Mareclialr,
riiiyiii<r with ii l),i;r mounted in <r(.ld, .-iir divided Ikt attciitm:
lictuccii thr \vall> nf ih,. I.nildinj:. wlirre >\u- found herself
evidently U>v the fir.-t fiine, niid tlie slrin<,' hy whieli she led

Ji dainty litth' si.anieh Such a iouji.uer conhl not fail lo

attract the notice of the hlaek-rohed natives of the Salle (je<

i'as-Perdiis.

liesides th" hrieth'ss lawyers who «vveep this hall with their
powns, iind speak of the leadinir advocates l.v tlieir Christian
names, as iine penileinen address each other, to product^ tlie

impression that they are of the aw>toeracy of the law, patient
youths are often to he seen, hanpers-o;i of the attorneys, wait-
ing, waiting, in ho| f a case put down for the end of the
day, which they may iie so liiekv as to he ealled to plead if \hv
advocates retailed for the earlier eases should not come out
in time.

A very curious study would he that of the differencep he-

tween ihe>e various hiaek trowns. paein<: the immense ha'l

in three-;. <.r som. times in fnin^. their persistent talk tilliiii:

the plaie with a lund, eehoinir hum—a liall well named in-

dee.l, for this s|,,w walk exhausts the lawyers as much a^

the uasli .,f uord~. I'.iii smh a stiidv has its place in tin

volumes destiiie<l to reveal the life of Paris jileaders.

Asie had counted on the presence of these vouths ; -lie

Iaii;,died in her sleeve at s<mie of the pleasatitries she over-

heard, and iinally succeeded in attraetiiiir the attention -f

i\Iasso|. a yoiinir lawver whose time was more taken iqi bv
the l'nh,-i' <lii:i'llr than hv client-, and who came up with a

lauLdi in place himself at the service of a woman so eh'i^anrly

Hcenled and so handsoinelv dressed.

Asie put on a little, thin vouc p, explain to this ohlitrni:,'

pentlcman that she appeared m /mswer t.. a summons fruiii

a judiT'' named Camusot.

"(»h ! in the [Juhempre ease?"
So the atfair had its name already.

'•Oh, it is not my atfair. It is mv maid's, a -rirl named
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Kiinifir, who was \\i\\\ iim tw.-iit;. -fmir hours, ;in(l wlm
!',

! V, hrn >ht' saw my st-n uit brii!^ in a \nvv pf stamped

p ;>• r."'

I !iin. Iikf ;iny ^lil » -nmn who spciuis htT iifc jj«issiping

i; liir (l)iniiii'y-c-x)riiiT. firompi •<! l)y Ma^sol. >iir pound .mt

'ii. >tnr\ of luT unc- H ill) her iir>t liu^lmjiii, ono ..f th.' tlin-i'

hifcctor- of ilu' '.ii!3 rcviMiioic. Slif con-iillcil the voiinir

i\v\. I- .i- to ulu'tlur she wotui <]<> well io ciilcr or, a lawsiii!

aiili litr >oii-in-laM. the (Mititc dv (iror-s-N:irp, who niiidi' htr

;:i!iL'fiiir very ruisiTahk'. ami wlictiuT tlic law allowed iicr to

i!i-[ii.-*' of Ikt fortune.

I I -Mil" of ali Ills ciTort-, Ma>-ol could not Ik' sure whotlicr

•r -uminons were addrc^-s-d to tlic niistrcss or the maid. At

1! llr-i iiionii-nt lit' liad nly irlami'd at this Icj^jil document

nf r.r-\ familiar asjioct : for. Id ^•a^c time, it is printed, and

i!ii- inaLii^lratcs' clerks have only to iill in llu' hianks left for

til' names and addresses of the witnesses, the hour for which

tin '. ;ire called, and so fortli.

A-ie made him tell her all ahout the I'alais, wliicli she

km u more intimately that the lawyer did. Finally. >he in-

jiiind at what hour Monsieur Camusot would arriv'

"Well, the e.vaniinin^ judges gen(;rally are here hy about

\> ' (..lock."

It i~ now a (juarter to ton," said she, looking at a jiretty

ill' '• uaieh. a perfect gem of goldsmith's work, which made
M.'- "\ say to liiinself

:

"W here the devil will Fortune make herself ;i' liome next I"

\\ ihi^ moment Asii' had come to the dai'i, hall lookiiiir

"Uf "w I lie vard of the Conciergerie. where the ii--liers wait.

"'1 -e.ing the gate through the wi::dow. >lie exclaimed:

"'A Jiat are those high walls?"

That is the Conciergerie."

"•'li! -o that is the Conciergerie where our poor queen
•'' '

1 >hould so like to see her ceil I"

"i aipo>sihle, Madame la Jiaroniie." rejilii'd the young law-

vct. en whose arm the dowager was now leaning. "".X permit

h uidi-peiisable, and very ditlicult to procure."
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"I havo boon told," she uciii on, "that I.ouis Will, liim-

solf (oniposfil tlio in>(ri])tion that iss U> be seen in Marie-
Aiitoiiicttc's coll."

"Vos, Matlamo la Maronnc."
"Ilou much I shunl.l lik." to know Latin that I ini^ht studv

the words of tliat iiiscri|ition !" said she. "Do you think
that Moiisinir Carnusol could ^'ivo nic a permit ?"

"That is iioi ill his power; hut he could take you thoix'."

"Hilt his business " objected she.

''Ob I
' said .Mas-.o|, "prisoners under suspicion <'an wait."

"To be sure," said she artlessly, "they are under suspicion.
— Mut I know Monsieur de (iranville, your public pro.'^e-

cutor
"

This bint had a majrical otFoct on the u.shors and the young
lawyer.

".\li. you kn<iw Monsieur de Cranville?" said Mas.sol, who
wa- incliii. to k the client thus sent him by chance her
nail;.- and , ;dri

"I often .'e '

Mad. line (1

]{oiii|uerol'

"Well, i!

sai<1 an u.-b .
"

" ^.' s; I A

lile_\ jil

till' to|

know II -ie,

I ion bci tin

tliroiiLfb \\ Inch

It my friend Monsieur di' Serizv's house.

is a connection of mine through t!:;'

wish' s to go down to the Conciergerie,"

ro?

•iy

d t lawyer Mcro allowed to pass, and
•\ t! -elves II; the little guard-room at

- 1- ' to llie "niou.-ietrap." a spot well

has been said, a post of observa-

i'i the Court of the Sixth ('hamber,

is obliged (o pass.

"Will \')U a-k r ^ iir ( 'aniusot is come yet ?" said she.

t^i'cing >M!iie gen 1 1, in In - p laving cards.

"^|-. iiiadaiih
,
he ba- just come up from the 'mouse-

trap.'
"

"The mousetrap:" -aid >he. "What is that ?—Oh ! how
*^tii|'"' "'' loe not to ba\e gone straiglit to the Comte de (Jran-

vill' i''i
:

I lia\e not time now. i'ray take me to speak to

Mon.-ieur I'amusoi before be is otherwise eniratred."
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•Oh, you havo plenty of tiiiic for scciii^' Monsieur Catini-

.-•I, M; issol If you send Inni in your riini, lie will

'.Ifr you the disoonifort of w.-iitinf,' in the aiitc-rooMi with

!!i. witnessL'S.—We can lie civil here to ladies like vow.

—

^ >'U have a card alxmt yon f"

\' this instant A>ie and her lawver were exacllv in front

1(1..I I 111 window ot the irnardrooni whence the ^^^'udarines coun
• I1-. r\f the gate of the ('oncier;,'rrie. The j,'endarnics,

l.iMim'ht u|) to respect the defen(ler> of the widow and
Mil nr[)han. were aware too of the ])rerogative of the gown,
t'l for a few minutes allowed tlu' lianmess to remain there

i-r.,iit(i hy a pleader. Asie listened to the terrihle tales

uhii h a young lawyer is ready to tell ahout that prison-gato.

>!!! would not helieve that those who were condemned to (leath

\w IV [uvpiired for the scatfold iicliiiid those hars; but the
-I r^fi ,iiii-;it-arms assured her it was so.

How much i should ' ke to see it done!" cried she.

And there slie remai.ied, prattling to the lawyer and the
- iL'iaiit. till she <n\v Iac(iues Collin come out supported
I', two gendarmes, and preceded hv Monsieur Canuisot's
.

'. rk.

'All. there is a chaplain no doubt going to prepare a poor
uiv!, li

••

"Not at all. ^radanie la Baronne," said the gendarme.
||' I- a prisoner cjuning to be I'xamined."

A\ hat is he accused of?""

lb is concerned in this poisoning case.''

"Ii I I should like to see him."

A I'll cannot stay here," said the sergeant, "for lie is under
' I'M .irrest. and he must pass through here, ^'ou sec. ma-
i <•<". that door leads to the stairs

""

'
'li

! thank you !"' cried the Haroness, making for the door,

ni-h down the stairs, where she at once shrieked out, "Oh I

^- '-• re am I

?""

This cry reached the ear of Jacques Collin, who was thus
' '^Hi d to see her. The .sergeant Hew aftt'r Madame la

i'.iiMiiiie, seized her by the middle, and lifted her back like
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a fcatluT into the iiiul.-t of a ^'roii|) of fh,. irciidnrnios, who
^tal•|((l ii|i as OIK- Mian; for in that j^iianlp.oni o\crvfhiii^' is

rc^'anh'd as siis|ii(iiuis. The pnKccdiiiy was arhitrarv. hut
thi- arhitrariiii'ss was nccc-sarv. 'I'h-^ voim^' hiwvcr liitiiM »'

had crird out twice, 'Madaiiif! iiiadam.' !"
iii his liorror, so

much did he fear litidiiij,' hiiiiwlf in thi- wronjj.

The Ahbe Carlos llerrera, half fainting', sank on a chair
in the f,aiardrooiii.

"Poor man !" said the Baroness. "Can he he a oriniinal y
The words, thniijrh spoken low to the yoiinj,' advocate, could

bo heard l.y ail, for the silence of deatji rei^Mied in that ter-

rible ^'uardrooni. Certain pnviletred [xrsons are soinetinifs

allowed to see famous criminals on their way throu);h tlii.<

room or throii^rh the passafjes, so that the clerk and the jren-

darmes who had char<re of the Ahlie Carlos nuide no remark.
.Also, in conM'(|uenee of the devoted zeal of the serjrcant who
had snatched up the i'.aroiu'ss to hinder any communication
between the pris(.ner and the vjsitor.«, there was a consideral.lc

space between them.

"Let us go on,"" said .(ac(|ues Collin, making an efTort te

rise.

At the same moment the little hall rolleil out of his sleeve.

and the spot uhere it t".|l was note(l by the Haroness, who
could look about her freely from under her veil. 'J'he little

[X'llet. being (!am[) and sticky, did not roll; for such trivi.il

details, apparently unimportant, had all been duly considered
l)y .(acipies Collin to insure success.

When the prisoner had been led up the higher part of the

steps. .\sie very unalfccltdly drofjped her bag and picked it

nf> again; but in stooping she seized the pellet which had
escaped notice, its color ln'ing exactly like tluit of the dust

and mud on the floor.

"Oh dear!" cried she, "it goes to my heart.—He is

dying
"

"Or seems to be," re])lied the sergeant.

"Monsieur," said .\sie to the lawyer, "take mo at once to

Monsieur Camusot; 1 have come about this case; ain]



END OK KVIL WAYS 349

he mi^'lit be very glad to sec rue befdre exumining that poor

I hf lawyer and the IJaronesp left the puardrootn, with its

;,'riii>y. fulijriiHUis walls; but as soon as they reached the top

(if till' ctairs, Asic exclaiincd

:

••i>li. and my do<j I My poor little do^'!"' and she rushed

(iir iiki a mad ercatiire down tin- Salle dcs i'as-l'enlus, askinj?

I VI r\ iiiif where her do^ was. She <,'ot to the corridor beyond

(1,1 (ialiTie Mareliande. or Merchant's Hall, as it is called),

.nMJ lliu to the staircase, saying, "'I'liere he is!"

These stairs lead to the ('our d" llarlay, through which
A-ii'. having played out the farce, passed out and took a

hill kney cab on the (^uai dcs (>rfe\ res. where there is a stand

;

liiiis ^he vanished with the summons rci|uiring "Kurope" to

aiipiar, her real name being unknown to the police and the

I.I u vers.

"Ii'iie Neuve-Saint-Marc," cried she to the driver.

\-ie could depend on the absolute secrecy of an old-clothes

piiniiaser. known as Madame N'ourrisson, who also called her-

"\i MiHlamc <le Saint-Kstevc ; and who would lend Asie not

till ii iv her personality. i)ut her shop at need, for it was there

tiiiii Nucingen had bargained for the surrender of Ksther.

\-ii was ipiite at home there, for she had a bidroom in Ma-
iliiir.e Nourrisson's establishment.

>!ii paid the driver, and went up to her room, nodding to

M I'l.imc N'ourrisson in a way to make her understand that

-i'l had not time to say two words to her.

\- -lion a-i >he was .sife from ob.-ervation, .\sie unwrapped
!';> piipiTs with the care of a savant unrolling a palimpsest.

\riri' nading the instnictions, she thought it wise to copy
'i !• lint- intended for liUcien on a sheet of letter-paper; then
"' went down to Madame N'ourrisson, to whom she talked

">!'li I! little shop-girl went lo fetch a cab from the Boulevard
i!'-- Italiens. She thus extracted the addresses of the

i'luhcsse dc Maufrigneuse and of Madame de Serizv, which
uiTe known to Madame N'ourrisson by her dealings with their

maids.
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All this running' iiliniii .iml .lain. rate liu.-iiics'^ tnok up more
thill) l\Sn !lMll!>. M.Mi.llllc la l»llrll..-.-C ilc' M.i U l'ri^'lK;UM',

wliu liM'.l al ihf Inp ,,r 111,. Fa, 1 1, ,, 111.,' Sami-lluiiuiv, kept Ma-
• l.iiiii' lie Saiiil-K.-lcvr uailiii;; ,11, iiHur. alllii.u^r|, t|„. huh".-
iiiaiil. aft.r kii,„kiii- al the lMM,.|..ir .Lmt, had haiiilrd m' to
liiT ini.-lrf^s a canl willi M.i.lainr ,!,• Saiiil-K.«l.\. > naiiif, on
wliicli A.-ir hail wrilt-ii. "Callr.l ahoiil |.n>.-iii;,' i.iiMiu>si cou-
trniiii^' i.iu icii."

Hit lir.-t -laiici' at tli.- DiicIk'ss" facr >li,.«,'(l hiT liow ill-

tiriifil luT MMt Miii.-t !»: -h,. a|.ol,,oix,.,| (m- .JiMiirhiii;,' .Ma-
dame la I )u( h, >,-< wh.n .-he uas rcstiiii:. on tliu pk'u of the
daiiu^T in uhiih l.iicicn stood.

•UIh) art- vour" asked ih,- Ducluss, without aiiv pretttiou
at politi'iM-s, as .-he l..ukfd al Anr I'l-oiii h.ad to foot; for
Asic, tliou<;h she iiii>,dit l.r taken for a Maroin -s hv Maitre
.Mas.-ol 111 the Salle -les ra>-l'er.lii<. uheii ^he stood on the
rarpet in the lioiidoi of the Hotel de Cadi^qiau, h oked like
a s|i|ash of Miiid on a white >aliii ^'ouu.

"I am a dealer in ea>l-oir ej, he>. Madame la De •hessc;
for ill siK h matters every lady apjdies to uoraeii who?.'
Inisiness n>t- nu a hasis (d'

|
ri. it .-eereey. | have nover lie-

trayed anyhody. ihoii^di (lod knou> how le iiiy groat ladii'S

havo intrusted their diamonds t<. me hy the inofilh while
wearing false jewels made to imitate them exactly.'

'•^ou li«ive some oihei- name:" said the Diieliess, smiling
at a reminiseeiiee recalled to her hy this replv.

"Vesi, Madam., la iMieh.'sse. I am Madame de Saint-
Estt've on great (.eea>ion>. hut in the tra.j. I am Madame
Xourrisson."

"Well, well," said the Duchess in an altered tone.

"I am ahle to he of great service," A>ie went on, "for we
hoar the husbands" secrets as well as the wives". I have done
many little jobs fur .Monsieur d(. Marsay, whom .Madame la

Duchosse
"

"That will do, that will do!"" cried the Duchess. "What
about Lucien ?"'

'"If you wibli to save liiiu, iiiadame, you must have courage
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ftHiu^'}i tn lose nil tiiiir ill ilrcssing. Hut. indood, Madaine

i,i I hiclicssi'. yiiii coiilil not luiik iiiuri' charinin^' than you do

, ! ihi- iii'Piiiciit. ^'<)U arc sweet eiioii^'li t<> (lianii aiiylMidy,

\.'.'-., ;iii 'Id woniaii'i word fur it I In short, inadariie, do not

«,i t I'l.r vnur carriap'. ImiI ^'et into my haekney coach. Conio

t- \1.m!;i de SerizyV if vuii hope to avert wurM' misfortunes

l! :ih ilie death of that clieruh
'

••(ill oil. 1 will follow you." said the Duchess nftcr ti

iii'iiiKiii's he.-itation. "nctwccn us we may }:i'c Loontino

-iiiii I'.iiraL'e

\..iu iili-tandinir lli'' really deiiiniiiai .il activity of this

li'iiiie ol the liidk>. the clock wa> >trikiti^f two when she

iiMJ llie I >iiclic».«e de Maufrii.'iicu>e weiil into he Conili'sse

I
• Si'rizy's liouse in the Uue de la

( 'liaii.-.-ee-d".\ntin. Once

ilii ii thanks to the Duchess, not an instant was lost. The
t'.\ii wiiiMii were at once shown u\\ to t!ie Countess, wltom

ti I \ fiiiind reclining on a coiich in a iniiiiatiire chalet, sur-

fiMMiliil liy a ixardeii fra^'raiit uith tlie rarest tlowers.

•T(i:it is well." said Asie. looking: ahout her. ".No one

t i ii\riliear us."'

oil! iiiy dear, I am iialf dead I Tell me, Diane, wliat

1 .i\i' yon doner" cried the ('oniites<. startiiiir up like a fawn,

.!!iil. -eizin^r the Duchess hy l!ie -lioulders. she melted into

I' .,r-.

'< -iiK . come. Leontiiie; there are occasions wlion women
I

''• li- must not cry. hi act." said the Ihicliess, forcini: the

< i;i!|c-« to sit down "i the sofa liy her side.

\-ir -tiidied the Countess" fa (• with the scrutiny peculiar

!•' ilioM' iild JKiiids. which pieiio to the -oul i)( a woman as

'' iiiilv as a surgeon's iii^^lnimciit prohes a woumll ,7ac<|ues

''!"> iilly at once di-^ccriied the .-tam|i of one of the rarest

1''1ii'l:> in a woman of the world: real .-orrow I—the sorrow

'! i:!a\es ineradicahle lines on the heart and on the fea-

' r. -. She was dre>-ed witiiout the least touch of vanity.

"•
• w.is now fortv-tive. and her printed muslin wrapper,

' iiniiliMl and untidy, showed lier hosom without any art or

' vcii <iay.- ! Her eytvs were set in dark circle>, and her mottled
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checks showed the tracvs c.f bitter tears. She wore no sa^h
round her waist: thr cmliroiderv on her ppttier)at and shift
was all enunpJed. 11, r hair. kii..tte<l up uikI.t a lace cap.
had not been combed lor foiir-aiid-iuciitv lioiirs, and showed
as a thin, short i)lait and ra-r^^ed little curls. Leontine had
for<rotten to put on her false hair.

"You are in love f..r the Jirst time in your life?" said Asie
sententious! V.

Leontine then saw the woman, and started with horror.
"Whojs that, my dear Diane r" .<he asked of the Uuchesse

de Maufrigneuse.

"Whom should I brinrr with me but a woman who is devoted
to Lucien and willin<( to help us?"'

Asie had iiit the truth. Madame de Serizv, who was re-
garded as one of the most fickle of fashionable women, had
had an attachment of t(>n years" standiri-; for the IMarquis
d'Aiglemont. Since the Marijuis" departure for the colonics,
she had gone wild about Lucien. and had won him from the
Duchesse de Maufrigneuse, knowing nothing—like the Paris
world generally—of Lui'ien"s passion for Esther. Li the
world of fashion a recognized attachment does more to ruin
a woman's reputation than ten unconfessed liaisons: how
much more then two such attachments? However, as no
one thought of Madame de Serizy as a n'sponsible person,
the historian cannot undertake to speak for her virtue thus
doubly dog's-eared.

She was fair, of medium height, and well preserved, as a
fair woman can be who is well j)reservcd at all ; that is to say.
she did not look more than thirty, being slender, but not lean!
with a white skin and llaxen hair; she had hands, feet, and a
shape of aristocratic elegance, and was as witty as all the
Honquerollcs. spiteful, therefore, to women, and good-natured
to men. ILt large fortune, her husband's fine position, and
that of her brother, the Manpiis de Ronrpierolh^s. had pro-
tected her from the mortilieations with which any other wo-
man would have been overwhelmed. She had' this great
merit-that she was honest in her depravity, anfi confes.sed
her worship of the manners and custom-^ of the Kegency.
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Now. nt forty-two, this worniiii—u li„ had hitherto rc-ran!,.,!
null a^ no more than ph'asiiiK F>!.iytliin-s. to whom, indml,
-lie liii.l. Strang, to say, ^rrant,.,| much, rc^rardiiiir l,n-o as
MM iviy a matter of sacrifice to train the u|,por hand,—this
\^"ni:Mi. Mil first seeing' Lucien, had l)oen Mize.l with such a
I'.i-ion as the Baron de Xucin^^eirs for Esther. She had
InuA. as Asie liad just told her, for the tlrst time in her life.

I his |.o..tponement of youth is more common with Parisian
uonien than mi^^ht be supposed, and causes the ruin uf some
\:rni.>uv souls just as they are reachinir the haven of forty.
I lie I'uchesse de Maufrifrneuse was the only person in the
Mrnt of the vehement and ahsorlun-r passion, of which the
.pn^. from the frirlish suspicion ,.f first love to the preposter-
(Hi> luilics of fulfilment, had made Leoutine half crazv and
iiisalial)le.

riue love, a« we know, is merciless. The discovery of
I.Mli.r s existence had been followed by one of those outbursts
"t ra-:,. uhich in a woman rise even to the pitch of murder;
'li'n came the phase of meanness, to which a sincere atfection
liHmhles Itself so frjadly. Indeed, for the last month the
< .Mmn.ss would have given ten years of her life to have Lucien
.ii:;iin tor one week. At last she had even resigned herself to
•"•' ..pt Ksther as lier rival, just when the news of her lover's
finv^t liad come like the last trump on this paro.wsm of
UlVdllKII.

T!,c Countess had nearly died of it. Her husband had
liiniMif nursed her in bed, fearing the betraval of delirium
;in.l i(,r twenty-four hours she had been living with a knife in
her heart. She said to her husband in her fever:

•S.ive [.iicien. and 1 will live henceforth for vou alone."
"liHJ.rd. as Madame la Duchesse tells vou, it is of no use

•" make your eyes like boiled gooseberr'es," cried the
•'""Ifiil Asie, shaking the Countess by the arm. "If you
V' 'ni In save him, there is not a minute to lose. He is iuno-
• eiit— I swear it by my mothers bones!""

;'V."s. ves. of course he is!"" cri.-d the Countess, looking
'niitr kindly at the dreadful old woman.

23
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"Rut." Asio wont on, "if Mnn?iour Camusnt qiipstions him
tlu' wroiiK way, ho can "^aivo a ^.niilty man of him with hv(.

M'liloiiccs; so. if it is in your power tit jjot tho Conpier<'oric
opciifd to you, and to say a f.'w words to him, go at once,
ami ;:ivc him tlii? papor.

—

JIo will ho roloasod to-morrow; i

will answer for it. Now, got him out of tiie sorapo, for yon
got him into it."

"I?"

"\os, yf)u !

—
'^'ou fine hidios never have a sou even when

you own millions. When 1 .allowed myself th luxury of
koepin^^ hoys, they always had their p(")okots full of gold:
Th.>ir amu.soments amused me. it is delightful to ho muiher
and mistress in one. .Now. you—you let th.o men you love
(lie of hunger without asking any (piostious. Ksthor, now,
made no speeehe-

: sjic gave. ;;( tho cost of perdition, soul
and hody, ihe million your Lueirn was re<piirod to show, and
that is what has brought him to this pass

"

"Poor girl : Did sh.. do that y I love her !" said Leontino.
"Ves—now!" said Asie. with freezing ironv.

"She was a real lieauty ; luit now. my angid. yc.u are better
looking tliaii she is.—And Luciou's marriage is so oifoctually
broken off. that nothing can mend it," said tho Duchoss in a
whisper to I^eontine.

The ofTeet of this revelation and forecast was so great on
tho Countess that she was well again. She passed her hand
over her brow; she was young once more.
"Now. my lady, hot foot, and make haste!" said Asie, see-

ing tho change, ami guessing what had caused it.

"But," said Madame do .Maufrigiieuse. "if the iirst thing
is to prevent Lucien"s being examined by ^Monsieur Camusot,
v.^' can do that In- writing two words to the judge and sending
your man with it to the Palais, I.eontin.e."

"Then come into my room," said Madame^ do Sorizy.

This is wliat was taking place at the Palais while Lucion's
fuoiectrossos wore obeying the orders issued by Jaccptes Collin.
The gend.irmos placed tho moribund prisoner on a chair fac-
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barl)arisn.s i.avo aliva-ly wcitrht,.,! this Srrnc too murh to
allow of ihc iiitro,lii,ti,.ii .,{' other sniterurs no h-ss (lilliciilt
to rciid, jhkI hindoriti.t,' the rapid profrrcss of tli,. tah-.
"Then you have papers to prove voiir rij,r|,t to the di^miti.N

of which you speak?"' asked Cainusot.
"^es, monsieur— iriy ])assp()rt. a letter from his Catholic

Majesty aiilli(.riziM,ir my mission.— in sli.u-t. if vou will but
send at once to the Spanisii Kmba<sy two lines, which i will
write m your presence. I shall I.e identified. Then, if vou wi<h
for further evidence. I will write to His Kminence the Ui^h
Almoner of France, and he will immediatelv send his private
seeretary."

"And do you still ]u-eti>nd that you are dviiiir?" asked the
magi.4rate. "If you have really <rone throu<rh all the suffer-
ings you have eomplained of since your arre.^t, you ought to
be^dead hy tiiis time," >aid Cainusot ironicalhC
"Vou are simply trying the courage of a./innocent man

and the strength of his constitution," said the prisoner
mildly.

"Co(|uart,ring. Send for the prison doctor and an infirmarv
attendant.—We shall he obliged to reniov,- vour coat and pnv
ceed to verify the marks on your shoulder,"' Camusot went ou.

I am in your hands, monsieur"
The prisoner then in(|uired whether the magistrate would

be kind enough to ex])lain to him what he meant I)y "the
marks," and why they should be sought on his shoulder. The
judge was prepared for this (piestion.

"You are suspected of being Jac.pies Collin, an escaped con-
vict, vvhose daring shrinks at nothin;:. not even at sacrilesre!"
said Camusot promptly, his eyes fixed on those of the priso"iier.

Jacfiues Collin gave no sign, and did not color; he re-

mained quite calm, and assumed an air of guileless curiosity
as he gazed at Camusot.

"I, monsieur? A convict? ^fay the Order T belong to
and (!od above forgive you for such an error. Tell me what
I can do to prevent your continuing to olfer sudi an insult
to the rights of free men, to the Church, and to the King
niv master."
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rhr j.ul^ro mndc no rei)ly to <I,is. hut cxplai.uMl to tlu' \b!„'.
'!'" 't li" liad Inrii bnind,..!, a pcnallv at ti.at time inllntnl
1'^ '•'" "II ••ill convids sent to the hulks, tlic letters could hi-
ni.Mlr to show hy fi^iviM^' him a slap on the .-hnuM, i-

••"li. ru^msicur," s.id Jaf.|ues Collin, "it uoul.l iinl.rd he
"Nl-rtunate if „,y devotion to the Koval cau.^e should |)r.)v.>
f.iiiil to ine.""

'

-Kxi.Iain yourself." said the judge, "that is what vou are
li' ri' lor.

Well, monsieur. I must have a great manv s.ars on mv
Im'^-. Inr 1 wa.s shot in the hack as a traitor to mv country
uImI- I was faithful to my King, hy constitutionalists who
li li tiie lor dead.""

•'> nu were shot, and you are alive !"" said Camusot.
""I liad made friends with some of the soldi(.rs. to whom

'•'Ti'in pious persons had sent money, so thev placed nw so far
'II ''i^il only spent halls reached me, and the men aimed <at
11.

V
hack. This is a fact that His I'lvcellency the Ambassador

i:iM I'car witness to
"

I Ins <levil <>i' a man has an answer for everythin" ' How-
'V. r. so much the better," thought C'amu.sot, who a.s'sumed s,,

iiHK h seventy only to satisfy the demands of justice and of
"'" [">li'''. "How is it that a man of vour character" he
^y
M "II. addressing the convict, "should have been found in

"^'' li"ii>e ot the Bar.m de Xucingen's mistress—and such a
iiuMress. a girl who had been a common prostitute!"'

•"
I his is why I was found in a courtesan's hou.se, monsieur "

i;'l'""l da«iu.-s Collin. "Rut before telling vou the reasons
l-'i n.y being there, I ought to mention that 'at the moment
'^fi' II I was just going np.stairs 1 was seized with the first at-
'•' k "f my illne.ss. and I had no time to speak to the .^irl I
kn.u of Ma.lemoiselle Esther's intention of killing herself-" 'i yi~ V'ung i.ucien de Hubempre', interests were involved'
•I'Kl

' liiive a i)articular aifection for him for sacredly secret
r-.i^niK.

1 was going to try to persuade the po<,r creature to
|:i\< |i[. the idea, .suggested to her bv despair. I m.-ant to tell
'•r that Lucien must certainly fail m his last attempt to win
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Madcnii.iscllc Clotildc i|r (ininiilifii ; and I tiMprd that by
telling her >|ic h;id inlicritrd seven inillioiis of friiiie,-, I might
j,'ive her eoiiniLCe to live.

"I aiii ((mvinced. Monsieur le .Inge, that I am a martvr
to the secrets eonlided to me. ik l!ie .-mhleiiness of my ill-

ness I helieve thai I had heen |ioi>()ned that verv morning,
hut my strong e..n>titution ha> ,~a\ed nie. 1 know that a cer-

tain agent of the j)olitical police is dogging me, and trying to

entangle me in ^ome discreditahle hnsiness.

"If, at my n(|iie>t. \on had sent for a doctor on my arrival
liere, you wonid have li.id amjile proof of what I am telling
yoii as to the state -d' my health. Believe me, monsieur, some
fx'rsons far ahove our heads have some strong interest in got-

ting me mistaken for xinie villain, so as to have a right to get
rid of me. It is not all profit to serve a king; they have their
meannesses. The Church alone is faultless."

It is ini})ossih!e to do justic(> to the |»lay of Jacques Collin'.s

countenance as he carefully spun out his speech, sentence by
.si'ntencc. for ten minutes; and it was all so plausihie. espt'-

cially the nieiition of Corcntin. that the lawyer was shaken.
"Will you conlide lo me the reasons of your alfection for

Monsieur Lucien de liuhemprer"
"Can yen not guess themy I am sixty years of age. mori-

sieur— I implore you do not write it.— It is becau.se—must I

say it
?"

"It will be to your own advantage, and more particularly
to Monsieur laicien de Huheinpre"s. if you tell everything,"
replied the judge.

"Hecause he is—Oh, (iod! he is my .son," he gasped out
witli an elfort.

And he fainted away.

"Do not write that down, Coquart," said Camusot in an
undertone.

Cofpiart rose to fetch a little pliial of "Four thieves' Vine-
gar."

•if he is .facques Collin, he is a splendid actor!" thought
Camusot.
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lie K'ul)rm|.n'!" imirm.itv.l Carli,.-. "Ah: i|,,,t was one ..f t}i(.

Krc.'ilrst sins of inv life."

Il<' rai,-r,| \u> rw.< lo Iicavcn. and \,y ili,' nin\,i,irnt (,f Ins
lips scciiifd Id !«• iilii riiii,' a t'.T\(iit |ira\(T.

"Hilt if v,ii arc .la..|iic> (..||i,i, an. Ml' hr was. and kticw
that lu' \va<, ilic ii'ni|ianinn ot an i'>ca|i|.(| convicl. a sacri-
l.'Kn.iis wretch, all the crimes nf which he is suspected l.y the
lau- are more than prnhahlv true."

Carlus llerrcra >al like iu'..iu<. as lie heard tins spec, h. vcrv
cleverly .Iclivered hv the jnd-e. an.l Ins uiilv replv t., tlir
words ••/.-inir llnil hr ir,is" and "rsni/ir,! vuiivivr was to lift

liis liaiids to iiea\cii with a Ke>ture of noble and di^'iiitied
sorrow.

"Monsieur iWiihe." CainiiM)! went on, with the jjreatest
politeness, "if voii arc Don Carlos Ijcrrera. vou will for^rj.,-,.

us for what we are ohli^jcd to do iu the interests of justice and
truth.""

.lae.pics Collin deti-cted a >narc in the la\vvcr"s very voice
as he >pokc the uords "Mon>icur r.Vhhc."' Th.' man's fare
never chan,i:-ed; Camux.t had I.M.k.'d f.,r a irlcain of jov. which
nii^ht have heen the tiivt indication of his hcmir a Convict,
hetrayin.: lli,. ..M|ui^ite >ati>faction of a criminal deceivin-'
his jiid,ire: hut this hen. of the hulks was strong' in Machiavcr
lian dissimulation.

"I am acciistoiiicd to diplomacy, and I helontr to an Order
of very austere dix iplme." rcplh'd .lacipics Collin, with apos-
tolic mildness. '"I nnder-tand evcrythini:. and am inured in

suirerin,!,'. I sliould he free by this time if you had di.seoverd
in my room the liidiii,::-place where 1 kech' my papers—for 1

see you have none but unimportant documents.''
This was a linishini: stn.ke to Camusot : .Tac.pies Collin by

his air of ease and simplicitv had counteracted all the sus-
pici<ms I

, which his appeara'ic.>, unwii^yed. had ^nven rise.
"Where are those papers ?""

''I will (ell you exactly if you will rr(>t a secretary from the
Sfianish Kmbassy to air<>mpany \our messcn^rcr. He will take
them and be an.swerable to you for the documents, for it is to
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<lt inr.

III.' a mntt.r .if cunfidciiliiil .Im \ — ,li[,l,,tii;it i,. srcnt^ wliidi
uMiil.l .uiiiprnttiisf hi.- I.iic Majr-^tv I..MIIS .Wlli.-lndc.-d,
!n'ii-i<nr, it would he U\\rv llowcv.T. voii arc a riiaj,'!,-;-

""' ""'. ''fi.r all. ilir Anihassadnr, l.. whom I ri'forUie
uii.ilc i|iii>tioii, iiiii>l dccidi'."

At thi> jimiturc ih.' u-Ii.t aimoiiiKrd tlic arrival of tho
d'H 'or .ind till- inlirmarv attendant, who cainc in.' l-iii'Tiiin;.', .\Ion>irnr l,.'hrnn." v-nd Caimisot to the

| have sent for voii to examine the >;tate of liealtli
'i ihi- prisoner under sii-pieion. lie sa.vs lie has heen
[i-Mi.'d and ai the point of death -inee the .lav hefore yester-
d i\

: -.y if there is any n>k ia undre.-siiiM; him t.) lo..k f..r tin;
hran.]."

I''"f.'r Lehrun t.)ok .lae.|U.'s Collin-s han.l, f..|t liis puLse,
i^k.d I., look at lii> ton;,Ma'. and serutinixed iiim steadily.
'ilii> in-pe(ti.)ii la.-t.'d ahout ten minutes.

"'"'" r'isoner has I n suir.Tin;,' s.'verely," .said the medical
"liiier. ••hut at this in.)ment he is amazin<r|y strong,' "

That sfiurious eiierfry, monsieur, i.s due to nerv.)us oxoite-
"lent .aus.'.l hy my stran^i- positi.m," said ,Iae.iue.s Collin,
Uilli the di^niity .>f a hishop.

-That is p.)ssihle," .said M.msieur Lehrun.
At a si;r„ f,.,,,,, Camusot the pri.soiier wa.- stripped of ovorv-

iliiMi: hut lii> tr.)U,sers, even of his shirt, and the spectators
ini-lit admire the hairy t.^rso of a Cyclops. It was that of
111' I'arn.'se Hercules at Naples in its col.issal cxa^^.jrerati.in.

i""r what dm-^ nature intend a man of this build:'" said
!•' I'nm I.) the .ju.l!,''c.

Th.' usher ljrouj:ht in tho chony .stalF. which from time
iiinnemorial has hecn the insijinia of hi.s ollice, and is called
lii> rod: he struck it several times over the ])lacc where the
•\erution.r had branded the fatal letters. Seventeen spots
'f'i"ared. irr.-rularly distributed, but the most careful
- riitiny ould not recognize the s|,;,pe of ;,nv letters. The
'|^i.'•r indeed pointed out that the toj) bar ..f tlie letter T was
Miowii hy two spots, with an interval betw.^eii of the len<rth
"f !!iat bar between the t'»vo j)oints at each end of it, and there
^••a- mother spot where the bottom of the T sh.juld be.
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in thr cXpiV-Mn,, ,,r llir ,,ri„,t; .luclnr'- .nlllil,.,,!,!,,...
"

('irlu, Im-u'.'J Ihr,,, I,, „,;,k.. ,1,., „,, s,M.n„|..ni ,,„ tli.

"""'^''""'''^'""''t"' ll.-riii^l.Mk. Ahnnt litt.r„,n..,v
HMh >,-,,r. ,i|.p. n.l. uln.l,. ;,, ,|„. Sj.nu.inl^ ,v,|u,..t llw
''"'''"'•"•"''•' nutrnf:;,,,,! ,,..|,r,„„HnHr,|i!,;,,

1 1,.. ,n;i.r- h.-i.-k

'""',';"'•" ^" '-M^'lMSrlv M,,M„.,| l,\ Uu,M,K ||,;,| III,. \,r.uu\

An utlir.--,|rrk now ciiiir n, rn.iii il,,. |*,vtV,iiitv .-mi.'

]uuu]v,l > ,„,(,. In .\In„„.Mir CjimiNut. iv,, ,„ -, n,^r ;,„ ,,,„„,,

r

Atlrr nM,|,,,i, ,, ,|„. I,,,,,,,, ,^,,„, ,,, ,|,,,.^|^ 1^^ C.iiurt. I.iil 11,

sn( Il ;i |,,U- Vnic (hat |... .Ml," i(ill|,| ,:il, h :| uunj. ()„|v. I,y a
ginn.-.. I'min CamuM,!. .(a..|iir. (',,lh„ ..niM -„.- thai'M.'inr
inforniatmn c.i,, rriiin.i: limi iia.j Ih.-ii mmiI In ihr I'lvfct „(
I'olicc.

'•'rii.'t I'lM 'hI nj- IN.vra,!,.-. i> .till at inv li.-.l-," ihoii,rl,t

.'•i.-'in-^ (•..111,,, ••it',, Illy I kiu'W hmi. I umu1,| ^h n.i nf Inm
iis I ,|„| nf ('MntniM.,,. If niilv I ,uuM Mc AsiC 0,1,-,. r,i..rc!"

After si-nini: .1 \>:t\H'v uniini h\ ('n(|iiarl. tlic jii<i-c put it

into illl .•IlVrlo|M. iiild liamlid 11 In |1„. ,.|,,,.|^ ,,f II,;, I),.Kur;,,r^
ollicc.

This is an iiiJispcrisahlc anxiliarv to justice, [t is iin.ler
the (linrtioii (,f a pnli,-,. cnninii-iotH.r. and c.nsi^t. of pcacc-
ollicers who. with the a-s, stance of the |.o|ie,. eoMiniissionei-
of each (lislrut. .arn- into elfect onlers for seanhinu' Hi-
houses (,r apiU-ehelKlin.!: the per^olH of thn-e u ho are .u^i'mvIc!
of r-oM.plici'.y in crimes and felonie<. Tln-e fnnct nmarn-
in authority save the exaniiniii.ir nia,i:is! rates a ^rreat deal of
very precious time.

At a si;,Mi from the judire the prisoner was dressed by Mon-
si.'ur l,( hrnn and the at-endani. u ho then Milhdrew with the
usher, .'amusot sat dou n at his tahle and olav.d with his
jH'n.

"You iiave an aunt."" he >ii,ldciily ^aid to Jaecpies Collin.
"An aunt:"" edi I |),,ii ('ar|o,< llerrera with amazement

"Why. monsieur. I h.avc no relations. I am the uuackiiowl-
I'dL^'d son of the late Duke of ttssuna."

But tu luinself hf said, "'riiey are huriiin-""—au allusiou
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ion you had had. and tlie favor

10

ou as

lie ,-U|)

.\ll tl

plied victim

eii-

loj-e dehauch-

!>ukes d'Ossuua

ii.s prisoner, is not much like the di'niitv of tl ic
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"Do you persist in vour deiiial?"

JaoiiK'^ Collin sat listcnin-: to Monsieur Caniusot, and
thinking' of his happy eliildhood at tlic Colleizv of tiie Ora-
torians, where he had hccn hroUi,dit up. a meditation which
lent him a truly aiui.zed look. And in spite of his skill as a

practised oxaniiner, ('ai;i;;;nt could l)ring no sort of expression
to those j)lacid features.

"If you have accurately recorded the account of myself
I gave y.iu at first." said ,Iac<|ues follin, "you can read i*

through again. I cannot alter the facts. 1 never went to the
wonuurs house: how should 1 know who her cook was? The
Iiersons of whom you speak arc utterly unknown to me."

''Notwithstanding your denial, we shall proceed to confront
you with persons who nuiy succeed in diminishing your assur-
ance."'

"A man who has been three times shot is used to anything,"
replied Jactpu^s Collin meekly.

Canuisot proceeded to examine the seized papers while

awaiting the return of the famous Bibi-Lupin, whose expedi
tion was amazing; for at half-past eleven, the inquiry having
begun at ten o'clock, the usher came in to inform the judge
in an undertone of Bibi-Lu|)in*s arrival.

"Show him in." replied M. Caniusot.

Bibi-Lupin, who had been expected to exclaim, "It is he,"

as he came in, stood puzzled. He did not recognize his man
in a face pitted with smallpox. This hesitancy startled the
nuigistrate.

"It is his build, his height." said the agent. "Oh! ves. it

is you, .Iac(]ues Collin I" be went on, as he examined his eves,

forehead, and ears. "'J'here are some things which no dis-

guise can alter. . . . Certainly it is he. Monsieur Caniu-
sot. .Facipu's has the scar of a cut on his left arm. 'i'ake off

his coat, and you v.ill si'e .

Jac(pu^s Collin w.is again obliged to take off his coat: Bibi-

Lupin turned up his sleeve and showed the scar he had
spoken of.

"it is the scar (»f a bullet," replied Don Carlos lierrera.

"Here are several more."
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"All
:

It is cortninly his voico," cried Bibi-Lupin

: 2nZr-'"'^'^
'"^^ ''''"'"^"'' "'^ ""^'^'^ ^" "P^-'«n; it

;-| k/io«- that," said Bibi-Lupin with deference "But I
ill l.r.».^ witnesses One of the boarders from the Maison
^iUMUer ,s here -.Iready," said lie, with an eve on Collin
I'i'i the pr.soner-s .set, calm face did n(,t move a muscle
•;>huu the person in," said Cnmusot roughlv. his dissatis-

^- j-
n iM-tray.ncr „self m spite of his se<-min^r -indifference- H.r.tat,on was not lost on .Jac.,ues Collin, who had not

"'I -! on the jud.cre s sympathy, and sat lost in apathv. pro-'-I i-.v Ins deep meditations jn the effort to guess wliat the

I hv usher now showed in Madame Poiret. At this unex-
r;"'' appearance the prisoner had a sli^d.t shiver, but his
';-•"'-., was not remarked by Camusot, who seemed to

' 'vi made up his mind.
• W lw.t is yoiir name >" asked he. proceeding to carrv out the<-- I nes introductory to all depositions a^id examinations
^ '•'"';; IV>.n4 a httle old uninan as .hite and wrinkled

- .. Mwe bread, dressed in a .lark-blue silk gown, gave her
;'-• - ( l.r,..tine Michelle .Micbonneau, wiiVrof onf PoiJl^t

,
;

'"
' — ces 1 oules at the c-orner of the Kuo des'

k., ,„,,
'^ ''"" '^"''"^''^'^ ^^'"^ th^t of lodging-house

•Iji i'-lS and 181!)," said the judge, "you lived, madame
"

•
l-..rd.ng-house kept by a Madame VauquerV
v.. n,.,„s,eur; it was there that 1 met Monsieur Poiret- -1

"''-o-f 71,0 became my husband, and whom I hxve

^"\ t'.id, and ] cannot be long away from him"

-'r'fr:rrgaiit!!r^^ ^ *°^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ -^ ^ ^--^le
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"^|>ll helped to ir,.( lijin arrested ^
'"I'liiit is not true, sir."

••V..U are in ihe preseiiee of the Law; bo careful," said
Monsieur ('ainusot severely.

Madame I'ojret was silent.

"'I"rv to renieniher." Cainnsot went on. ''Do you recol-
lect the nian? Would vou know him a.i^^ain?"

"I think so."

"Is this the man?"
Madame I'oi ret put on her -oye-preserver.s" and looked

at the .\l)l)e Carlos llerrera.

"Itis his huild, his hei-ht; and vet—no—if- .Monsieur le
.'•>,Ue, she said, "if I could see his chest I should recognize
him at oiiee."

"

The maj,nstrate and his clerk could not help lau"hin>i nnt-
wifhstan.im^r the -ravity of their ollice ; .lacpi.-s Collin ioincd
in their hilarity, hut di>c.v, ,lv. The pri>oner had n<n put
on his coat after Hihi-Lupin had remove.l it. and at a sijrn
trom^ the judi:,. he obliirin.i^ly (,pened his shirt.

"Ye.*, that is his fur trimmini:. sure enouo;h !—Rut it has
worn ,<rray. .Monsieur \'amnn." cried .Madame Poiret.

"Uhat have you to say lo that?" asked the iudce of the
prisoner.

"That she is mad," replied Janpies Collin.
"Bless me! If 1 had a douht-for his face is nltored-

that voice would he enou-li. He is tlie man who threatened
me. Ah! and those are his eves!"
"The police a.irent and thi.s w,)man." said Camnsot. speak-

ing! to Jacfpies Collin, -cannot pos>ihlv have conspired to -av
tlie .same thm- for neith.r of th,,,, had ,v,m vou till now.
How do you account for that ?"

"Justice has hlundere.l more conspieiioiislv even than it

does now in accej,) ins the evidence .d' a woman' who reco>nii/ef
a man by the hair .m hi.^ chest and Hie .uspici.ms of a police
agent, replied Jacpies Collin. -I am said to resemble ,i

great criminal in voi,-e, eye>, .and build; that s(>ems a littlr-

vague. As to the memory which would prove certain relation?

i:>
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I" !Hc..n Ma.liiinc aiul ...y 8osk--whi<h she f]o<..s not hlush to--n-VMU yuur.s.lf lauKii.d at. Allow ,„., .no.iHeiir, i„ the
i;i' I' -I- ol truth, uhich I am far mor*' anxious to ostal.lish
f'- '-} 'j^wi sak. than you can h, for the .ak> of justice, to
•i-.v ilii> I.Kly—.Madame Foirct

"

••I'nirrt."

Vnv.i^-vxcmc me, I am a Spaniard-whether she remem-
l-i> !Ik' n,h..r persons who lived in this-what did vou eall
Wir lldlNl' .'

A I'Mfirdiii^r-house," said :\Iadaiiie Poiret.
"I 'I" ii'it know what that is."

^

-A linu.-(. where you can dine and breakfast by sub.'^crip-

"Vnii .irv ri-ht," said Camusot. with a favorable nod to''-!"- ("Ilui. whose apparent ^ro.ul faith in su-.ri..,i„„
'.'

•

' 1- In arrive at some conclusion struck him ^'reatlv" "Try
';

I'

"1. Mil,,,- th.> hoarders who were in the house when Jacque"s
' "lii;' ua> apiireliended."'

*

'T!. re wen. Monsieur de Kasti-nac, Doctor Bianchon, Pere'-'I. Mademoiselle Taillefer "

;'''^" «ill 'In." said Camusot, steadily watchinsj Jacques|-M^ uhns,._expressi,)n did not change. '-Well, about this

''I i^ dead." said :\radanie Poiret.
M.mHVnr." said Jacques Collin, "I have several times met

^' --'"',!.. iJa.ti^rna... a frimd. I believe, of Madame ,le
'^'•'1 >: and ,f ,t is tin- s-.nnr, he eertainlv never supposed
i- li'<' convict with whom these persons try to identify

^'"M<iei,r de Kastignac an.l Doctor Bianchon." said the
|'^i-:-li;ale. -I.nth hold such a so<.ial position that their evi-"

• '' il i-^ in your fav(»r. will be en

I' 1

III"."

n'ii'.i-c
( luart. fill u ]• a summons for each of t

h to procure vour

"'iialities attend;;!- Madame Poiref
hem.

'*• '' "\iT in a ft w iniiiutes :
('

I"' had made of the littl

!'- y. iMit il H' prisoiu

examination
piart read aloud to her the

<' ^^cene. and she signed the

'111.- of French I

r refused to sign, alleging his ignorance
1 law.

if
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^^

''That is enough for to-.lay," sai.l Monsiour Camu^ot
You must 1.0 wanting food. 1 will liav you taken hack to

the { onciorgerie."

"Alas! I am suffering too much to he ahle to eat," said
Jacques ("ollin.

Camusot was anxious to time Janjues Collin", .eturn to
eoincidr with tlie prisoners" hour of e.xercise in the prison
yaixi; hut he necd.'d a reply from the (Joveruor of the Con-
ncrg.rie |u the order he had given him in the morning, and
he rang lor the usher. Th,. usher appeared, and told him that
tiH' porters wife, from the liouse on tiie (^uii .Mahupiais, liad
iin important document to communicate with reference to
Monsieur Lucien de Ruhempre. Tiiis was so serious a matter
that It put {'amusot"s intentions out (.f Jiis head.

''Show her in," said he.

"Beg your j.ardon
; jiray excuse me. gentlemen all," said

the woman, courtesying to the judge and the Ahhe Carlos by
turns. "Wc were so worried hy the |,aw—my hushand and
nu—the twice when it has marched into our 'house, that we
had forgotten a letter that was lying, for Mou.sieur Lucien.m our chest of drawers, which we paid ten sous for it, though
it was posted in Paris, for it is very heavy, sir. Would you
please to pay me hack the postage? For Cod knows when' we
shall see our lodgers again !"'

"Was this letter handed to you In the postman?" asked
Camusot. after carefully examining the envelope.

"Yes. monsieur.""

"Co(|uart, write full notes of this deposition.—Go on. my
good woman

; tell us your name and your business." Caniusut
ma.le the woman take the oath, and then he dictated the docu-
ment.

While these formalities were being carried out, he was
scrufini/'ing the postmark, which showed the hours of posting
and delivery, as well as the date of the dav. And this letter.

left for Lucien the day after Esther's death, had beyond a

douht been written and posted on the day of the oata.s'trophc.

Monsieur Camusot's amazement may therefore be imagined
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u!ii

il.

iimi I,

•I he road this letter written and si^rnd |,v Iht whom the
lau bflieved to have hwn the victim of a crime:—

"Esther to Lucicn.

"Monday, Hay 13<A, 1830.

"My last day; ten in the morning

'-.^h LuciEN,—
1 have not an liour to live. At eleven

Work I ^hall hv d.'a.l. and I shall <lie witliout a pan- ] have
V>^''\

tilty thousand francs for a neat little black currant, con-
'.nniii- a po.soi, that will kill nic with the swiftness of light-
" ' ,^.

And >o. niy darling, you niav tell vouvself. \Mv little
I -'Mr had no sutrenng.-And yet I shall sulfer in writing
ih'M' pages. °

I ii" monster who has paid so dear for me, knowing that
'!'> when I should know myself to he his would have no
' 'U— Nucmgen has just l«ft me, as drunk as a bear with

II full of wine. For the first and last time in mv life
I

'
:'\.' h.Ml the opportunity of coniparinsr mv old trade as a

>!'..- Uu..y with the life of true love, of phR-ing the tender-
>^-;^ uln.l, unfolds m the infinite above the horrors of a duty
"''^'ii i'-.igs to destroy itself an.l leave no room even for a
••' " '»iily such loathing could make death delightful

.

' l''ve taken a bath; 1 should have liked to send for the
'^' ;;' 'ontessor of the convent where 1 was baptised, to have
'"n..;^Ml and washed my soul. Hut I have had enough of
i' ;-!!"t,on

;
It would be profaning a sacrament ; and besides,

I '• -nvself cleansed in the waters of sincere repentance.
* "iii.-t do what He wdl with me.
!;'" -nough of all this maudlin ; for you I want to be vour

--|;i- t- the last moment, not to bore you with my death, or
';' ""i:x, or God, who is good, and who would not be good
^; '!; "'Te to torture me in the ne.xt world when I have en-
'•'"•' >'i much misery in this.

• I '';'vc lK'f"re me your beautiful portrait, painted bv Ma-
' f M.rbel That sheet of ivory used to comfort me in

^
• '* I HHce, 1 look at It vyith rapture as I write you my last

(,
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tliDU^'ht,-^, and tell you «»r the \;i^\ tlin)lil)iii(,' of niy heart. [

shall ciicio.-e the luiiiiature in this Idler, for I eaiiiiol hr.jr

that il .-liould he stolen or sold. The mere tlioii;,'Iit that wlia;

ha.-i heeii my ^n-rai joy may lie lielnnd a .-hop window, mix.!
up with the ladie.- and ollircrs of the JMupire, or a [uiri'ei of

Chiiii'.-e idtsurdili.'.-, is n >mall death to me. Destroy liial

picture, iny sweetheait, wijie it out, never ^'ive it to anv one—
uule.-s, indiid, theiril't mij^iit urn hack the heart of tluit walk-
in;,', well-dressed i!iay|>i>lc, that Clotildc dc (Irandlieii, wiio

will make you Mack and Iduc m hci' deep, her hones are so

sharp.— ^•es, to that 1 consent, and then 1 shall still he of

some us(' to you, as when 1 wa- alive. Oh I to ^ive you
pleasure, or only to make you lau^^h, I uould have stood (uer
a hrazier with an ajiple in my mouth to eook it for you.—.So

my death even will he of service to you.— 1 should have marred
your home.

'Oh: that Clotilde! 1 cannot undciMand her.—She mitrlit

have heen your wife, have home your name, have never left

you da ,• or ni^ht, have iielonircd to y(iu—aiul >he could make
dillicultie.s! Only the KauiKiur<T Saint-dermain can do that I

and yet she ha.s not ten pounds of llesh on her hones !

'ToorLucien! Dear amhitiou> failure! I am thinking of

your future life. Well, wcdl ! you w-ll more than once repret
your poor faithful do;r, the ^'ood ^irl who would tly to .^erv<'

you, who would have heen (lI•aL^lred into a jxdiee court to

secure your happiness, whose only occupation was to think of

your pleasures and invent new ones, who was .'^o full of love

for you—in her hair, lur feet, her ears—your hallerina, in

short, whose e-ery look was a lienedietion ; who for six years
has thou^rlit t nothin,<r hut you, who wa.s so entirely your
chattel that I have never heen anythintr l)Ut an eilluenee of

your soul, as liprht is that of the sun. Jiowever. for lack of

money and of honor, I can never he your wife, i have at any
rate provided for your future hy ;,nvii!<r you all I have.

"(-'(une as soon as you ^^et this letter and take what ynu
(in.l under my piUow, f..r I do not trust the peopl(> al)out lae.

I'nderftand that I mean to h)ok heautil'ul when 1 am dead.
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I ii.ill go to bi'd, iiiid liiy iiiyscU' llal m an attitude—why not ''.

I h' n i .-li.ill Ijrcak the little pill aj^Miiist the roof of my
i;; ii;ili, .111(1 >liall not he dislignred hy any eoiivultioii or hy a

iiiJK iilon> position.

•\lail;inie di' Serizy has (jiiaiTeled with yoii, 1 know, heeause

.f i!ii-; lull when slir heaiv tiuit 1 am dead, you see, Avav pet,

-!.. uill I'orL'iw'. Make it up with her, and she will liiid you

:i -iiiLililr wife if the ( i I a iidl ieiis jieivist in their refusal.

M\ ilrar, I do not want you to grieve too nuieh when you
li>;ii- (if my ileatli. 'I'o hegin with. I must tell you that the

li iiir n| ilfveii on .Moiulay morning, the thirteenth (d' May, is

I ' !\ ilir end of a long illness, which hegan on the day wlien,

I'll ihi' 'I'lTraee of Sainl-( leniiain, ynii threw me haek on U'y

f'"!!!!. r |in<- of life. The send may he siek, as the body is.

I'll! the soni cannot submit stupidly to sutrering like the
1i'h|\

; I he body does not n[)hold the soul as the soul uphold.s

i!h- hnilv. and the soul sees a means of cure in the relleeliou

\\\\u\\ lead- to the needlewoman's resource—the busliel of

' n;in,,;il. Vou gave me a whole life the day before yesterday,

«li( M you Slid that if Clotilde still refu.-ed you, you would
iM,iii\ iiie. It would have i)een a great misfortune for us
l'"ih; 1 should have been still more dead, so to speak—for

I'l. It an- more aiul less bitter d'aths. TIk; world would never
iii. c recognized us.

"i'lT two months past I have been thinking of many tilings,

I 111 nil you. ,\ poor girl is in tlu' mire, as I was before 1

U' !i! into the convent ; nu'ii think herhandsome,they make her
-"r\e ilirir pleasure without thinking any consideration neecs-

^:|lv: lliey pack her otf on foot after fetching her in a ear-

n.'L'c: ,r they do not spit in her face, it is only because her
I"

.

!i'\ jife-erves her from such indignity : hut, inor.-iily s])eak-

iJiL'. \\\<-\ do worse. Well, and if this despi-ed creanire were
I" iiihi rJt live or six millions of franc.-, she would Ite courted hv
!ii!ie-. liiiwed to with resjieet as she went ]»ast in her ear-

nai:'
. and might choose among the oldest names in Franco

iiii! Navarre. That W(u-ld which uould have cried Unca to

u>. oil seeing two handsome creatures united and happy,
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r

always did honor to Madame de Stail. in spit.- of her "ro-

mances in real life," because she had two hiiiidrvd tlioiisiimi

francs a year. The workl, which grovels hcfMrc inniicy nr

gh)ry, will not how down hcforc h;ipi>iness or virtue—for 1

could have done f,""id. Oh! how many tears I would have
dried—as many as 1 have shed, I believe! Ves, I would have
lived only I'or you and for charity.

"These are the thoughts that make death beautiful. So do
not lament, my dear. Say often to ynurst'lf. 'There were two
good creatures, two beautiful creatures, who i)oth died I'or

me ungriidgiii^Hy^ j,„j „.],„ adored me." Keep a memory
in your heart of I'oralie and Kstlier, and go your way and
prosper. Do you recollect the day when ' you pointed
out to me a shriveled old woman, in a melon-green bonnet
and a jhicc wrapper, all over black grease-spots, the
mistress of a poet before the Revolution, hardiv thawed
by the sun though she was sitting against the wall of the
Tuileries and fussing over a |)ug^the vilest of pu^sr
She had had footmen and carriages, you know, and a

fine house! And I said to you then, >Ilow mueli better to be

dead at thirty !"— Well, you t!i(4iglit 1 was melancholy, and
you played all sorts of pranks to amuse me. and between two
kisses I said, 'Every day some pretty woman leaves the play
before it is over!"—And 1 do not want to see the last piece;
that is all.

"You must think me a great chatterbox; but this is my last

effusion. I write as if I were taiKing to you, and I like to

talk cheerfully. 1 have always had a horror of a dressmaker
pitying herself. You know l" knew liow to die decently once
before, on my n^turn from that fatal opera-ball where the

men said I had been a prostitute.

"No, no, my dear love, never give this portrait to anv our!
If you could know with what a gush of love I have sat'losiiijr

myself in your eyes, looking at them with ra})ture during a

pause I allowed myself, you wrruld feel as you gathered up the

iitfeetion with which I have tried to overlay the ivory, that the

soul of your little pet is indeed there.
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"A (lifiil woiniiii ciMviii;,^ jiliii-! 'I'lml i> a funny iilra.

—

<',i[iii'. I iriust Iciirn (> lii' (|uict in niv um-.-ivc.

^ nil liave no idcn Imw luToic iii\ ilrath w.uilil seem ti' soino

I'.". I- if they could know Xu.inuvn la^i \\ii^]\\ uUVtihI nie two
millions of franis if I would lo\o liim a- i lovcyou. He will

I'f haiiiNoMicly rohlpid wlicii lif hears that 1 have kept iiiv

""I'l 'Hid dicii of him. I tried all I could >till to hrcathc the
air \ou hivathc. 1 said to the fat scoundrel, •i)o vou want me
I'i I'.ve you as you wi-hy 'I'o promi-e even that 1 will never
-e. 1. Udell airain?'—-What must 1 dM?" he asked.

—

Miive me
ilic luo millions for him."

—

\n[\ >hould have seen his face!

1 could liave lau;,died. if if had ?io| jieen so tr;i;:ical for nio.
" ".^iiarc yourself the trouhle (d' refiisinix,' Siiid I ; "I seo vou

r;in- UKU'e for yonr two millions than for me. A woman is

.ilua\> irlad to know at what she is valued !" and I turned my
hark on liiin.

"In :i few hours the old ra.-cal will know that I was not in
j.-i.

"Who will part your hair as nicely as 1 do? I'ooh I— I will

ill, Ilk no mnre of anvihintr in life; 1 have hut five minutes,
I -'ivc ihem to (oid. j »o not he jealous of Him. dear lieart

;

I -hall speak to Him of yon, hesecchiii;: Him for vour hiippi-
iic>-. a- the jirice of niy death, ami my ])uiii.-hmeni in the next
^^"'i'l- I :iin vexed eiiouLih at having to l'o to hell, I should
lii!\c hkcd lo see the angels, to kiMw if thev are like von.

<M,iid-hve, my darling, good-hye ! 1 give vou all tl'.e

h!'"iiigof my Woes. |.;ven in the giave I am vour Kstlicr.

|l i> 'striking eleven. 1 have said my la.-t pravers. I am
L'-'M- lo hed t(, die. Oiirc more, fari'well! I wish that the
w.MiMih (d' my hand (nuld leave mv soul there where I [)res;'

•
I l.i-t ki> and once more I must call you my dearest love,
'hnii-li y,,u are tiie cause of the death of vour i'lsther."

\ \:<L'\u' feeling of .jealousy tightened on tlie magistrate's
l:c.irt a- he read tins letter, tlie only leijer from a sulfide he
lid ever found uritlen with s.ich lightiie-^. tlioii<rh it was a
fi'v, rish lightness, and thi' last effort of a hiind alfection.
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•WIi.ii i^lli.rc in ihc niim ihal li.-iin!i|,l Kr |,,vc<No vdP"
'

|"n,:;l,l In, si v ui- ulut cs.tv man sn- uhu ha.. ,,..1 th,. uift
"I altiMi iini: \\..nicii.

" "

"" >"" ''" l""^-' nut „„,vly Ilia! ^uu arr ,„,| .la,-.,.!...

,"' '" ^';;''
•'" '-''M-'l <"nM<-t. I>ul iha. N,,„ a,v m fa,! D,.,,

;"'.''" ""'''•'. '^n r Tni,.,in. .mhi M.,.,vt ,,,\uv ,,r i,,,
>Ia.MM.v h.nlM.aiMl VI |.." >n,.l hr. a.;,|,v-„n^ !„. (.n-on.T

V"
"'" '"' '•l"^^-'i- |-"MlH. iM,,,arl,.,l„v .1.. „|.,| l,v >„v

","' '•''!""' ^""' Il.vniitha. I hav,.,hN,nu,Mr„t n.-'rivril

" ''•''' ^^'•'""
1'.^ Ma.|.M,n,..II,. KMl:,,-(i„l,-,.,k. „. whirl,

>lic drrhnv. I,.,,, nil, .11,,, „ of kiilin- hn-Hf. an, I ..N,,n...(.s
M.^IMUnn- a, tn hrr .MTNa!,!-. whi. >, Vullhl -.,,„ In ,,„i„t fu

'''";';.;!^'';'"""^'-^^'-!'^'^""ia,l,.o!ru,ih.l v,.n hun.lr..,!
iiiMl lihy (h.iii.-aiiil I'l'atK

-."

.\- Im' ^|M,k,. .M,,nHr;,r (•.niin^ni « a- . ..inpaMn- thr uritiiL'
"'.' "''"''^•"1' •''" "f!l'''U)ll:aMl ,, H..na,i lu hnn sdf"
fVKlrnt Ihal the .sinir |M!>,,|| ha,l UnI|,.M h:,|h.

"""•''"': '!' ii"! !" In. I;a-iv ,:i h.-MrMn- 1,1 ,, ih,.ri.-
.""'''"' ^''''I

< ^'"in^.a. ~,ri:ti„i/i„^- ,h,. ,,ri>un..r with a

''^" ""' >"pf..M. ii,;:i I ,.,,„ .nmi.i-MiiiiHn- inVH.ir hv t..||in.'

>':"'""" ''" -'"" '"^'.^ l"-~'My 1„. n.,.„v,.,v,l." sn.r.lacma^

V""'"-
"lal.in;:- ihr

j a!-,. lual.T-iaiMl that h^^ .^-iw hi., .ih-
'"'' •"' ''''""

I
••.-"i "'i^

1 h l-'.v.l l,v lhoM.ah„iit luT-
""' '' ' ^^ ''• ''"•

I ""tihl nialrrlak,. i., m,,,-,!, fur |hi.
""""'• ^^ '"''' l".,!u„l! lM.l,„,i:-inih.'h,.;n^-

I
!,,^,, :, i„ ,|„.

":;'''-'" "-"•"'! ^\Vm.^,,uannWM^.to'^a,| that L.ttwit
"'" '"" 'a!^"l"M-? ll i~rM,|..nr,.n''„iv,h.a,-h,,v-. i„n,„rnr..
-->"" '•'"""' I' " "''••it I >l!all .|r,<tn.v i|_„nrihal I ..1

'""•> ''""" i' : I .-mi ill ,-uliiarv cunfiiicniM.it."
'" '""-'i'ic.nrni: Vol, will h,. .„ no h.n-cr." wlvd fhr

""^';'''""-, ;'' i^
' ^^ii'Mi,u>t h,-,N,,u !up.t'w,.!la^so„„a^

i"'"~''''"- ''''" •" .\"iii- aniha.^s.aiiur if vuii .-ho,,.,.
"

•\"'' '" ''•"i'i-l lli''l.n,.rtu,la,-i|.as'('oil,„. Cannisot was
-'^"' '" '"••"" "' " 'lii'i-iillv. tn hf ahh. t„ sali^fv the iMihli,'
I'n's.Tui,,,.. AlrMhi.nrs tK. Maurri^^n.'U.u an.I do si^ri/v. V.'v-

nai

m
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111

(illnliss. lie sliidird his [)ris()!icr .^ Tire \\\\\\ mid (iin(i>iiv

uhiii ( ulliii rcjid l-isllicr's Icttir; in >pii n{ tl

'rliilill(llr-» u l' I'll' rrclJMi'S il

! .l|i|i.l|-rtll

r\|iri>>cil, llr sliil Id lllliiM 1

111 II 1^ 11 hire WnrlllV (.!' llic IllHk-. M I ihr .si!

Il^il 1- tllC WilV III I'lV I'l .-ilH I .l;l(i|llf' t ulllli. Ii'l

lllr li IliT. And 111' .-llOWl'd ( ';ll Illicit il fill' ll.'ll

iinniig

ii'il 111 li'.ii'.-.

Iv Null kiicu liiiii," In- wi'iit on. "mi \iiiil lil'iil, -.1 imiii-

M ;.i ,! ,-oul, M) >|i|riiilidl\ liaiidMimi', a child, a \)n,-{ '. -Tin
iiiipni-i' to .-.acrificr mii'M'lf In him is irri'sistilih', to Miii>t'v Iiiv

ii^lilr-t ui>fi. 'i'h.il dear h

( 111 M -r

is SO Tascinal iii^' wlin 1 lir

1^1 r

Ami Ml," said llif ma'.'islratr, iiiakiuj,' a final iH'ort to dis-

(111- truth. •y<n (aiiiiol possihly he .lacijiirs Collin
"

Ilinn.-U'lll'. rrliJH'd tllr coin ill.

Ami .)aii|iir~ Cnllin was niorr ciil irdy Dun Carlos Ilcrrcra
i'':i!i '^cr. Ill hi> aiiMi'ty to ci.ni|)|ctc his wm'k he went up to

lli< jui!i:i', led him to the wiiidmv. and ^avc hiniM'lt' the airs
"I' •! 1 1

ri I ICC of the Church, a-siimiiiLr a conlidential tone:
•I ^'1 lond oj that hov. nion^iciir. that if it were neeill'i

I" -iMi'e thai idol III mv Inart a mere lii.-i omrorl e\en. that

the criminal \on taixc me for. I w oiild siirrcndei'.

li'l I''' III an nndertone. "I uoidd follow tlie e\am|i|e nf ih,.

! i:iii who ha- killed her-cM' for hi.- heiietit. And I he^r

>"'!• iiMinr. to Lrrant me a fa\or— namely, to >e| Liicieii at
lil" itv I'lirihwith."

M V duty foi'hid.- it," said ('ainnsot verv <food-iiatiiredli

'!i! il a Miiiier may make a conipi'omise with hea\ei:. jiisii

1
- 1 1 - -1

1 1 1 e r s 1

1

i|.

ind if \on can ;.;i\e nic siitlicient lea.-oib

ik : voiir woi'ii> will not he taken dowi

A\ill. then." .Iaci|ne> Collin went on. taken in hy ('amii-

| know what lliat [loor hoy is sntl'er-
'! - ippaix-nt iroodwil

ii'L' :it tin? moment : he is canahl e III trvini' to kill iiimself
uln'ii he li:i il.-

•nl

iim-cif a pi'isoner "

1- a.- t.i that . said Camusot with a shruir.

'Villi do not k now whnin yoii will ohli--e h\- ohliirini: m
aii(iie> Collin, t r\ inir to liarii on another string'. "V oil

liii I
>

lie (lollILT il SI rviee to others more [lowcrfiil than iiiiv



.1^

"

.m !

<

«.

1-' M-*-\

V
fl

::1
•if

s

I

^*"
-^ ' '" l;i l:s.\\ N III J.;

••Mv.,ni,.;'::r;;.:;':::'.':'.'".;
''''' "''"''

'i-w-r.'^ il ;.'u.h| iii'-ini>|-\ ."

-MonHiiir," .,11, 1
(.,,iiiir-c.(. •ili.n

"I5''li.'v.. riic. il,,..,. I kiiwv, Lii.H

;i- iMiii h iniiTi-tcii in tlh

'.":;"•" ; •'•"••""I .'i -u.lu.nn,. u„| , ,,..,.i.,„,„,, ,„.

'"'••' I-'"".''-.' '' -I nn „n l„.;„l ,h,.H. SIX v.;n. m-i

jo ^>n.. ,„v >,,„.- My ,„.,•...„„„• .a. a. ,,v„,„|..r your h

'•Wli.il. Coiviitin:-"'

'•Al.: I. I„> ,>.„,.. Corrnlin? Tlu.nk von. ,nonH<M,r. WrV

"A "..|.uri>f,,,I,.
,, „ „l;.k,. ,in'pro,niMS.-_(V„,„a,.(

t,,ll (!„.
;"''"^^""'."- -'"'- ^ "".u ,i„. p,.i..n, •

1 y
ro,M ,.,d,.Wpl,...H,,v u,, ha sli^lu „,,.!,,.

^.NM,kU fa...,n..-r,,||,M. iv,|n..st, ami r..nH.ml„.ri„.r l,„.,v

' •l'-';'-<I-lllKn!,,..i.!,,.,l,,,h..,,,annn,.,!!i,., a<;ppv.
' -•"-lnsstap.„r,,„ah,, ran,,,..,-, suspn-i.,,. .,..,• a. ':!

/"'•^ ""'•'"'"-' '! '!l-tvi,.,!,|vin,:ma„u-a.M-aikiM.'
"" -"' "- •^•'•-..!. of a ll-rcul... hav.n. aband,,,,,..! ll

V ( rv



'•l/%SAteiil'
t"'l >»''"l I

I'M* <>i- r:\ It. \v\^s
.-jTj

l!i' !ri(k- 111- had ap. i| -. \m|| ,,ii ai>iManii^' hifori' the iiia"iri-

IMI..

^lll-i^n^
!"

J.H i|iii- (
'illiii tiinud n'lnul.

••\"i\villi-.|aiiiliii;,' \niir n I'li-al to si^rn tin- (lo.iitiicnt. my
'

'' '1^ ^* ill ''''^kI vnii till' iiiMiutf- nf your cxainiiialiuii."

TIh' iiri-iiMi- ua- .Mil, .nil;, in r\cr||..til IkmIiIi; tlif r.'ad-

I'i. -- \Mili wliicli lie ,'aiiic hack, am' -al (h.wii h\ tlir tUik,
ua- I rrv-li li.jljt |.i ihi' riiaL:i-liMlc"> miml.

•^Mii ha\r i.r(i( u.'ll \rrv .-ii(|(liiil\ !" sai.l ('armi-<>I.

•fiii'.'hl : ihuii-hl ,lac.|ih- (Mllin: am! h.- ivpli.Ml:
•'"}• inniiM.lir, i, ll iilv paiia, ra.-Tlial h'llrr, tllr prnnf

mT nirinciKv ,,t' uhnh I ha.l iii> (h.iihl - - iht -! arc tlic -'raiid

I!'" .ili'L'i' kipl a iiicdifativc cvi' ..ii the prisoinT wlicn
_''• ''-'i''' -I'l'l ''" -'""' ''.'. a-aiii tn.ik hiiii ill char;,'!'.

Tim II, uiih a >tarl likf a \\ milt man. he |u->rd lv<tlicr's h-tkT
ail'..-- lo ihc lahh' whiTc hi~ ( h-ik -at, .-avin;,':

'< '"|iiarl. ( opy that h'tl.r."

l! II 1- natural i<> man tu hr sii-picii.ii- as t<i sonic favor

"I""''' "I' 'li'ii wh.ai it i- anla.u'oiii-.tic to lii> iiitrrcst,- or
';' ''"!>• 'I'l'l >"inr|imr. .\,.n uhm h i< a iiiattrr of in-
;•;'''''"'• ''"' ri-cliii;. i- law to an csaininiiii.r iiia.ijist rate.

I • moiv this pi-i-oiicr- uhoM. identity \\a~ not v/l a-ccr-
-'-"''_ p'linir.l to chmd- on ih.' horiz-m in the . sent of
\ju:ru'- Im-iiii: lAamiiicd. the moi- ii.'<',-:-arv did the int.T-
'"-'"""> ;'''"! '" <'.iimi-ot. hlvrn if tin- formalitv laid not
'••' 'I i-'i|iiind hv the {\h\,' ami hy ccninioii [irarii.c. it ua> iii-

'h-.Hiisihlr ;,- hoariiiLT on tlio id.aitili,ai loii (d' tlic .M.hf'.

' "'"-_• 'I'Imiv is in cMTv walk of life ihc i,u-im— coii^ciciifc.
'' '''r.inlt of ciirio-itv Caiini-ot would liav (Naniiiivd laua'cn
'-

'' ''"' <\iniiincd .lacim- Collin, with all tho cunniiiir
'''''^ ih>' nio>t hoiicM niairi-trato allou> Inm-.jf to u-c in
-•! f' • a^... Thhe scrviii'-. ho nii;_dit rcml.'r and hi- own iiro-
II'-'llMli \\,-y

i:i

I- M'condary in ('anni-oi\ mind to hi- anxiety to
or L'la— the irnili. i-\cn if ho -hoiild nev.-r toll it.

-tooil di-uinnui ii; on the \vnidov,-p,ii!c uhilo foUouin'

tH:'
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ll"' riv..r-!ik„ ,,,n-,.nt .,f hi^ cnnj,,-! ,ins. ior in tli.-c ,„o„d.
',""-'" '^ ''''^•' " ^"''•"" ll"\^iM- il,r,,u-h inanv .nuMtnr^
.\I..-i-inil.... ,n love unh Inilh. .,, !ik,. j,,,lo,is un,,,,.,! th-v
-''" "'' '" •' ll'""~^i".l ii^puiiuM-. ,„,.| pn.hf liu.ni uiiM
'
" 'la;^;r.T-j.Hni of su~),i,inn. :,> ,1,,. sacrili.-in- rric^t .^f

••''lpi--r;n,.,l l,i. \„nn,>: i1hi> ihw ,-nTiv... nnt' ,„.rl,aiN ,,i
tn.tl,. i,nt ;,t pn.l,,,l.,l,ty. .,,.1 .t 1,m ., thr tn.th In-von,;
•A uuiuan .rn^-Hinr-non. ,1,.. „,;,„ .i„. i,,,,,. „< tlu' jud.'o cro<..
''"' ,"""^ ' '•''•""I'll- In Micli a rranic,,r ,nni,|.'a -rhimr a
''"'''; ',""" "' '">-'• >!" sl-.L'lili'.t hesitatiou is ,.nou.rh t„
••^'lily il,.. 1-1.1,1,., I fa,l-tiv,-,.,,„ or .Time.
./''''";'>'' '" "'"'Il !" 'l'r"H'<l his .Ipvod.a. t,. liis soii-
'

'"''-l"^ >""-!> 'Hon;:!, to MKik,. „„, ,l,i„k tliat la. was ia""•-"'^ '"'"- '" l-"l' •'" «;>' "M the ],lnn,l,.r; and nev,.,-
s"s,,..,.t„,.Ml,at tlu.,!,.a,lu aifs jmHou- ,-ov,.,v,l a will, hr n,.douk ann.x, ,1, l',,,- hi. son, th,. «-v,.n !,und;v,I and fiflv th,.„-
sand Iran,- a^ a pn.auti,,,.. That is uhv i... can proniisc to
n'c,)V(T Inc nionrv.

-M. (Ic K'iilK'ni|.r,'. ,,u,'. il In hi, us,. if and t,. justico to a(-
c(»iint l,.r hi> fath, ,•.. |„,,-ii„„i ,,, th,, \\nrhl_

'

;'A,i,l h.. oir,.i-s 111,. \\h- in-oi,.,.|i,,n of his Order— His Order!— i' I 'h> not ,.\anii,i,. Lii,i, n
""

This ihoii-ht .Lravo him jianv,..

•^V"
'"''"/'''"•

^' "lii^'Mrat,. .-onduets an ,.xan.ina(i,„i
'•x^nlly a. he think. [.,-,,|„.,.. ||,, ,. „ i,,,,,,,^, ,,,

,, ,^^^. |^.^

""""' •"• '"' 'il-liil'lv hlunt. An .xaniination n,av he
•\<'i-y!iiiii- or 11, .thin- 'I'hi.ivin li,.. tii,. fa\,n'

*';'"'''-" ''"'- Th,. n.|,..r ha,l r,.ii,n,,,h I!,. ua< s<.nt to
'''7'./^'""~""'' ''""" '!' l.'iilHininv uiih an mjunetion t„
I'l^-iii;"' h- ^i'eak,:,;:- t,, anyh,„|y ,,„ hi^ uav np.

'

It was l,v
th'- inn,, (wo j,) ill,. afi,.rnoon.

-Tlie-v ,,..,,,„.,,.,,VI." sai,l til,.
.
in, i,u,' I,, hini-,. if. "and thar

^''''' ""'' '" ^''> "'il'"iiant. .Mv aniphihn.iH frie,i,l -
^'"". ''',

'^
'''"i'"^ ^'"^'- "'"• --ila,'. nor eonviet. n^r

^l.ai,Ja,,|. i,„.u,^l, |„. Hap,t> t,, h:,;,l, r h,. pr./r.,- f,-,,,,, lettin-
'";' ^"""'i">;^^l>-''''"|-^n-:ir;:n,.. ,h„-:-TlH. p,:,.t I, weak a,;:!
'll''""i'.'i'-: lie 1.^ not l,ku nie. a ll,.,vul, .- m .lipio„iaev. and
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y..ii vnll ciisily wriii',' our swret from him.*—WHl, wo vill
-

! ( \rlTtllill<r out ot" tllis i 11 IliXCIlt ."

AimI he Silt tiippiiij,"- the ,;];j:i' of h\< (a!,],, with the ivory

j
,;iiii-kiiil'c, while ('o<iii;irt cupicd Iv-t!icr'> letter.

Ihw whiiiisiciil is tlie action dl" oiir raeullie>: ('Miinisot
Kiiueived of every ei'iine as |io-~ilile. ai:i| uxrrluoked the only
ene liiat the jirisoiier had now eonmiittcd—the jor^^erv of tlie

\mII fnr laieienV advanta,t;e. i.ei thuM' \vho>e en\"v venis
UmV; on niairistrale- think for a moment of their life ^p/.nf
i.'! per|ietual sus]Meioii, of tile tormeiii.- tJieM' men mu-t inlliet
"!! i!i''ir minds, for civil ca.-es are not less tortuous than
cnniinal exaininations. and it will occur lu them perhajw that
tile juiesl and the lawyer wear an e(|ually heaw cdat of mail,
"jiially fiinu>lie(l with spikes in the linin^^ However, every
pi"lV^>ioii lias its hair shirt and its Cliinese puzzles.

It was ai»out two o'clock when Mon^ieur Caniusot saw
I.iiiieii de K'nhempre co in. pale. worn, hi- e\e< re.! and
-vw.lhn. in short, in a ,-tate of dejeelion which enahhil the
in.i-i-trale to compare nature with art. the realiv .hni- man
V' th h,:- -tap' perf-rmaTieo. Hi- walk fi'om the ( •oncierixerie
' Mie jud,i:e"s chaniliers. hetuien two -endarme^. and pre-
' '

'd hy the usher, had put the cruwn Ijii.-- tnuch to laeienV
'|- -jMir. Jt is the poeiV nature to pivfer exeeution to con-
'' :!i!iat ion.

A- he saw thi- hein,<,^ so completely |...,,a'| „f t),,, ,||,,,.;,|

'"iira,L^e which i> the es>ence n\' a jialLre. ,i!:d wliieh ih.. Ia>t

i'n-nner had so stron,i:l\ uianii'isled. Mm -ieur Camii-.a dis-
'ii!i"d I lie ea-y victory: and this scorn ei .ihled him t., .-trike
•i 'i"i-i\e hlow. since it left him. on the -/ound. thai h..rril)le
'(•irne>< of mind whieli thi' mark-man feel- when he i- firinj,r

It ! puppet.

•''"licet yourself. Monsieur de K'uhempre: v.ui are in the
i

! -enee of a maj;-istrate who is ea,i:<'r to repair the mi-chief
•i"iie involuntarily hy the law when a man is taken into
''^-t."!v on suspicion that has no foundatinn. j helieve y.^i
'" !" innocent, and you will .<oon he at libert v.— Here is the

-rz
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i-vi.|..nc.-.,f v,„ir innu,...n.r: i, I.;, Irii.r k,,,t f,,,- vu,, ,|nnn-
VMur ah.rM,,. |,v y,nv [.nrirrV u,|V: .hr I,.- jiiM 'hnMuhi a
iu'iv. In the (•Miiiin(,ii.,n ,;iii>,.,| l,v tiic visimiidn of jii>tic,.

'""' ''" "'^^>"r vnur;irn-i :it l',,m,nn^.M,.;ni. Ilirunnum for-
^^nl ih,. |,.|i,.r wliuli \\,-i^ urilicii l,v M;m1, in,,,.,.]],. I.;,!],,.,. (;,,!;.
t-Ccis. — K',.;|,] it

!"

'^'"'•'" '""i- 'I"' l''l'''i-. rr.i.l it. .•,!,, I ni,.]|,.,| iiit,, |,.;ir< n,.
'""'''"''• ""! '""I'i I"" -!> • HI!-!,. unr,l. Ai til,. ,.,mI ,,r a

'i"'"'''''-"!''"! liuiir. (liiriii- ulii,], 1,11.. „. I, .villi ^mv^i (liHiculiv
ivnn,..v,l In. >,.! r-,.,,i, „,|. ,],.. ..j.'iiv I^hI l„.r,.|v huu tlir ...pv
')t tlir l,.|i,.r. ,n„l Im..--,.,1 liin, t,, ,j^r„ ., f,„, ,,„„,. ,,.,.,it\ j,,;,

th.it llir ,M|,y u.i. nnihrul (,, ,!„. ,,r,Mii;il. ii,i,I „ii-l:i 1,.. UH.,"|

in Its >I,.;|,1 -,,1, ;,]] ,K(;|.-.i,,||. Ill tii,. rulir,-.,. ,,f ||,;, |,i ,.]
i „, i iiiirv

111 :iii!T. ,-i\in._ iiini il ,|,i„,„ ,,r ,.,,,,,,,.,,.;, ,^. ,|„, ,^^.,,. i^^^'^

Lllclcll, n\\-nur^r. took ( 'o,
, ,,|;i ri V- v.,,|-,i (nv i|., ;|,.,-u pacy.

"•^'""-''"'•'" -!!'l 111'' l.-iu\,.r. V, III, rri..;i,|iv -,„„] nntiirc. '"it

IS iicv..rili,.|,.. ,iii|„,-..,l,i,. thai I .1,,,;|],| ,,,],,.,.,. \,„i xvitl,„„t
carrying,,!,, ,!„. I,.:al rnn:;al,| i- -. at;,l .-kiii:: ^, „;.,„„,. ,|ii,.~-

tmn-.— it i-alii,,.! a> a u ii n..--. i nai I iv,|1imv vm, to aiiswrr,
'•'" ^"'-l' ••' "i^i" •- .v'li f i'liiik i, |. alnn.i inin,.,-,...arv i

P""" '"" 'I''" ll-''>;,ili .., !,.|l ,!,,, uiio!,. triitli is not i„'t],,s
case a inciv app,al to \our ,-,,MM-i,.||.,(.. I,ut a tnrr.-sity for
your ou-ii .~akc. y,,iir |H,Mti,,n li„\ii.- I.o,.,, f,,,- a tiin,. s.hih--
what anilM-ti,ni.. Tl,,. tniii, ,;:„ ,'o \,„| ,„, hanii. !„ it what
It may; falM.],,.,,,! v.ii] H-ii.i \,,i, i,, inal. an,l ,,,ni|M.| m,. t,i

send yon hack i,. t h,. ( •o.,,-,,.!-^.,.,,.
; .,.|„.|va. if you aiisuer fully

to inv (|U(.>li,,M<. y,,n uiil ^l,.,-,, to-n,,-!,! in 'v.^ir nun lioiise.

and Im. ivhahiiitato,] l,v ilo- [Mi-a-iaph in ih',. pain.rs: -Mon-
si(.iir (1,. h'nl.oiiipiv. uh,, ua~ .inv-to,! vc>t,.nlav at F,,iitain,-
hlraii. was s<'i at lihorlv al'i.T a \(ty l,|.,,.f ,.\aininati()n.' "

'I'liis .[>(.,.(h Iliad,, a doi.p iiii|nvssioii on l.iieii'ii ; and the
jud^-c, M.,.in.j- tin. t,.ni|„.|. ,,r hi^ |M-i>on,.|-. add,.d:

"I may ivpcat l,, you that y,»u w.rc siispoctcd of hciiii:

accessory to the muni, r hv poin,!, .,1' this Demoiselle Iv^thrr.
Her <ui,-ide is cl,.arlv i,r,,\,.,|. and llicr,- i. an (.ml of that : hat
a Slim ,if si'vcii huiidiv,! ami lifiy ih,msand francs has hccu
.'-toh n, which she lia.l disposed of hy will, and vou are the
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-.it.r. This i> '1 l<'l"n>-.
1 he cniiic \v;is iicrjictnili'd hd'orc

ll,i' iIiM Avrcv (if tho will.

•A.'Vi 'hnv is rcii^nn fn mi|i|m)>(' tli;i( ii |iit.-..ii who luvo
;.'; .!- iiinUi ;is vmi |,,\(.(i .MinlriiioiM.II,. I'ImIlt cniniiiitlcd
iiH til. ft fni' your liniclit.— | )i

i iiiirrrii|i| me,'" CainiiMit
«.':! <.ii. -cciiii: tli.it Liicii'ii \\;i< aliuiil lo -iiciik, aiid cuni-
II ,i:,.|:i!l:' hIcik.. hy a -vMiiiv; "I aiii a>kiiii: ymi iniihin;,' sd
i.:r. I am aii\itiii> lo niakr yuu undt'iMaiKl how (!fc|i|v vour
l;-li.a- I- conccl'IH'il III tin- i|tlc>llnii. (ii\,. |||, ill,, r.-ilM.";!,!,!

'""'•"ip'i''l'' ii"ti"ii nf till. h,,iinr |,iiidiii,i; two a(roiiii.lie..s,

•imI lf!l ihr wliolt' truth."

Ti.r r'.iilrr iMii>i alivady haw olKcrvcd the ivxircinc di>-
l>i-|.Mri oil of the wcapoii> ill tlii.- coiilli,.! iuMwirn th,. prisoner
Ii': i.

I ii~|)icion and ilic cxaniiiiini: .jndi^^c. .\h>o|iiir dcmal
\H.. li -KiM'iilly u>c(! ha> in its favor it> po-iiive siniplicit v,

.iiid -iillicicntly defend.-, the criniinal : hiil it is in a uav.'a
'•'.ii 'i| mail which htTonio < rii.-hinw- a> >oon as the ^til('tto
"f

' i'—-e\aniinalion lind> a joint lo it. .\> suon a- niero
'!' M::il i> iiicll'cctiuil in face .d' (rriain jirovcn fads, the cx-
.i!iii!i(v i- cnlircly at the judLrc's iiicrcv.

\.'w. Hippo>in^' that a sort of half-criminal, lik.- [.iioicii,

in-i.i. if he ucrc saved fr.aii ihe lirsl siiipwreck of his hon-
'-;•.. amend his ways, and hcco a iisid'ul luemhcr (d" socict v,
'' ^^ " he lost ill the pitfalls (pf his cxaiiiinatioii.
The judge has the driest posnhic rcc.,n' drawn up of the

pr-.e, (lings, a faithful analysis of the ,pie>iion> and answers;
i' ' M.. trace remain.- of his in,Hdiou-.|y paternal addresses or
h- 1,'plious reinon.-t ranees. >uch as ihi,- .-peech. The judires
'I' ili< superior c(,urts s,.,. il„. resiilN. hiit see nothing 'of The
"''"- Ili'iK'', as s- ne experienced pers..iis have thought.
!l "":h! !» a good plan that, as in Kngland. a jurv slKuild"
''

'
!he examination. For a short while France enjoved the

'"'••! 'd" this system, Vnder the Code of F.runiaire' of the
.'"'' I\.. this hody was known as the examining jurv. as
'!'-'iii-!ii^-!ied from the trying jury. As to the fiuTil trial, if
^'" ~'i"'^ihl restore the examining jurv. it would have (o
! ;h'' function of the su{u>riur courts without tiie aid of a
jury.
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.'!,S2 A coritrKs.ws mfe

l! m

'•An.] nnu." ,,„l Canui.ut. niUT , pause, "u-lmt is your
niiiM...-

- Aurntin,,. MuMHcur ( o.|uart !" suhI l.r t.. tlie cler'<
I'UCKMl Chunldl] ,]r I,'uIm.ui[iIV.""

"And vnu uciv liorn 'r"

^^^^•jA- Am;:ouIO>,h..- An.l Lucn, nam.d (h. day, month,

'^ on inlicrilcd no fortune?"
"Xiuic w liati'vcr."

"And v,.i. du.in,^^ vonr fir^t roMdnur in Pari^. you ..p.nt
a,i.nvat d,ai. a.^ ...nii.nvd uitli v.ur .mall inconu.---'

.'^;-: nH-MHou-: hut at that tnn. I had a most d...,,,-!
''•">"' '" .M:nhann,H.||,. Corali,, and I was so unhappv .•,-

It was ' '•
• •

• •I'untrv

"Tlial is riLTlil. nn

o lose ln'r.
' "•'" '"> .-'"I' ••" Ii«T .l.'ath that niadr v,r

return lo my <nuntry hnnic""

onsicur." sai.l ('amuM,t; •] eommcMl
vuirfrank-n.>s:

,, will h,. t hornuddv apppriated
"

^^

I.uemn. It wdll,,. seeiK was prepared to make a .-lean luva-t

'•On \<mr return ti> I'aris von l.vrd even more e\pe)i>i\, 'v

ik(

incs a veur.""

"':";;"''""< 'nn.M.i woni mi. "Vnu lived like a manul
ini;,dit haw ahout .-i\ty tl siml I'n

"^ I'S, mnii-icili'.'"

"Who supplied y,,u wilh the lilotlev:-"

"My pruteeinr. the Ahhe ('arl.>s Hc^rrera."
"\\ here did yuu inei't liiin

:-""

"We me, when travelin.e-. jus, as I was alum, to he quit of
Jlle ny eommilt lutS suieide."

"Vn,, never Ilea I'd Inm ,sj>nken of by vour fainilv—hv your
nioilier.-' ^ . J

"Xfve.."

'';'" >•">' nanemher the vvar and the umntl, when vou
ni-st heenme <'ninieele,| with Madenmiselle K^her"'"

„ '"''""'"V^r
""' *'"'' "' '"-• ''< '' ^niall ,heain. on the

i>oule\ard.

"A, first she wa- an ixpense to von?"
"^ e-, mniisieui'/"

"l.ateh, in the hupe of luarryin- Mademoiselle do Grand-
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iiiii. villi piircliasi'd the niin> dI' the ('hatciiii dc Riil)('mj)re,

_..Mi ;i(iil('(l liiiul Id till' value <i( a iiiillioii I'laiio. and vnii lokl

ill" f.iiiiilv lit' (iraiidlifii ihal ymir sister and vour liroiher-iii-

!av, had jii>t (nine into a cimsideralile t'nrtiine. and that llioir

!;!•! laliiy had suiijdied vuu with I lie inimey.— Hid you tell the
I.! .'idiieiis this, iiionsieurr"

"l ' -, inniisieur.""

"li'ii ill) not know the reason wliv the rnarriai^'e was hroken
..ir:-"

A"' in the least, ni<>n>ieur.'"

"\\'ll. the (irandlieus sent one id' the most re-peftal)lo

.ii^'iiHV.- ill I'aris to MM' your hrother-in-hiu and iii(|iiirc'

!''" the t'aet>. At Anuouleine this lawyer, fniin tln' statc-

I'
'
UN nf yi.ur sifter and hrother-in-law, learned that thev not

H!;i\ had hardly lent you any money, hut al-o that tiieir iii-

);• iitaiH-e ron-isted of huid, of some extent no douht. iait that
i-i' "hole amount of invented eapital was not more than ah'Uit
''*' iiniidi'iil thousand francs. — Xnw you eaniiot wonder that
": '

'1 I'-ojde as th(> (irandlieus should reject a fortune of
v.liiili the MHirce is more than douhtful. 'I'liis. monsieur, is

"'Ml a lie lia< lerl to
"'

l.u. !in was petrified hy this revelation, and the little pres-
"" "!' mind he had preserved doerted him.

I'lineniliir." said Camu-ot. "tliat the police and the law
^^'"'- dl they want to know.—And now." he went on. recol-
!'• Ml- 'aci|iies Collin'^ assunied paternity, -do you know who
>' - I'!' teiidcil Carlos Ilerrera is?"

'i'-. n >ieur: hut I knew it too late."'

I '' late I IIow !' Ivsplain vour-e|f."
' 'h !^ iiol a priest, not ,i Spaniard, he is

"

\;' M-aped convict!-'" said the jnil,:,^' eau'erlv.
"'>'-." replied laicieii. ••vhen lie told m,. th, fjtal secret,

i '-'- ahrady under ohli-ation- to him; I had fancied 1 was
'" '''id-d hy a resjiectahle prie>t."

"•'•,ii|Ues Colliu " said .Alon>ieur Camn-ot. he^inninf^
''iiicc.

'^'~, «iid I.ucieii, "hi- name is .)ac(iue> Collin."
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•V'I'V ;rn,,<I. .(;|cnl|(.s Cell ill li;is jiisl ii.)\v luvn idcniifio]
l>.V Jinotllrr prlsnii. .Mill ihniiLrll lir i\rn\v< it, lie do
iM'licw. ill yuiir iiii,.,v>i. Hut i Jinked ul
^^lio llic iihiii i.- in (ii-iKr {<, [.rn\c

iriipii-iurr.-."

I-llcicll \'r\\ ;|, i||,,n-h hr lia.l I

licani thi- .•il.iriiiiiiLT >latctiH'iil.

Irliicr Villi kiiru-

aimihrr of d.ir-ijiics (\illiirs

i"I M'oii 111 lii> iiisidi. iis 1,1

•I). ' \"ii hut kiHiu."" ( 'aniiisdt ucn; (m.-ihat
('"lor ! ill,. .xiraMrd inarv allVciKm |ir ||,.i> |

in order to ^ri

or Voll, lie (I

• •laiv- iii;it h,. I, \,,,i|- f.-iilifr:-"

••lie! Mv faiiior? -Oi

'II l\l' >o|| ;||l\ MHlli

that he ii.~rd !,, (^n,. ^,,11

I. iiioiisiiiir, (lid li,. I,. II vou that ?

|MCio|l of uh.'iv Ihr |MO||c\ caillt' (v nil

I'- il' I am to lM-Iir\c III,, cvid,
"'' ''" ''""' .^"11 li'ivr in vo,,r !i;,nd. ihal |io,,r -iri. Ma^!
inoi^cli,. [;.||i,.r. iniiM jiav,. doi„. v,,„ |,.|,,,lv ,|„, .;.„„

as ( oralii' foniicrh rmdi'rcd \oii. Mil

(' SCITICI'S

or -OHIO \i'ars, ;i>

vou havo jii.i adinili..d. von lived \erv liand>oi,iel v' will
rceeiMiiiT anuliiii-- from her.

Ill

Il is I who >!i(iiiid -i.)

pet their 11 i<iiif\- .1;

X \oii, iiioii-ieiir. whence convict^

I'K'l'K'''- ind I,r imi liiiiM iiit,, ,

I'l"''- ' oliiM mv t'atiier!— (iji, niv
1

MHlP

•('
"l'_''"''- ''I'i "111 1" tl'e [iriM.iior that part of (\-niw

K
lerrera s examination in w hieli h

uiiempre was hi- son.

' -.-lid that I.iiei(

T !* |'"et iKtened in sileiiee, and with a look that was ter-
rible to helioh

"I am done for . he cried

'A man is no| d

loiior and triit!

"I)iit von wi

• 'l"'i'' for who is faithful to tlio path of

^aid the jndu'e.

voiiiiiiit d.-u-.pie^ Collin for trial?" said
.iieien.

"rildolihtedl

iUcieii tall

y.

"Sue,-!

aid C iiiiu-.I, who aimed at riiakin;;

e.ak out.

H lit in <pite of all his ik^p(M-suasion and roinonstranco?
-neieii would sav no mon' ^lleet i"n had enn.(> too late.

'; '' 'I'"- i" '!! "i-'i «!io an- th.- slave, of imi.idse. TIi
lies tile differviiee hctwtrii the poet and 'he man of act

ere

en

:
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.,|M 'JWf w;iy to fccliii^r t,, ivpniduc- it in liviiii: iiii,i-,..«. Ins
ji.'!_ii-' .It rninrs in iift.T; th.' olJHT fuels ;iih| .jim-r. bntli at
n|i(r.

'''^''i 'ctiiiiincii pale and -Inoniv ; ii.. saw |,iniM.|r al ilu'
i'"'^'"' ;' till' piTcipicc. (|,,un ulihli III,, rxaniininir jn.|-(. had
" :'"! iiiin liy the appaivnl candur uln.-h had cnlrappcd his

- -'"li- 111' had hrirawd. n.ii hi> h. ni'factnr. I,ui an ac-
' 'i^'i'-"' who had (hd'riidrd I heir p.,>iiiun v^ll I hr couraj^v <>['

' l^'"i. •Hid a .-kill (hat >h.,ur.I no Ihiu". Whnv ,lac(|Ur> (",||i,i
ii-i -iwd ,.\,.nil in- hv hi> darin- Lncicn. th.- man of I. rains,
''"; '"-" •'' ''.\' I'i^ l'"i< 'd' iiil.Hi-cM,,. and rrll,.cii,,n. Thi.-i
""'' "- !" Ji.i-'iiinst uhich hi- rr\(.llcd had .M-rcmrd a wt
I'-'Ti- iiifaniniis truth.

'•NI-lv ,n„f,„|n,|,.d l,y the jllduvV .kill. , ,VcrpoW, MV.l hv
ii:- . nwi d,.\t.-nty. I.y the .-uifliu-,-. ,.( ij,. |,|,,\v.- hr had dealt
!''i'| ^^!Hie inakiii^r „.,, „j- ,iie ,.,-n.r.- of a life laid hare as
!''!- to .-eareh his eon-cuMiee. Lneien >at like an animal
.^^-" !'>'• hiitcher's pole-axe had failed to kill. Vn-r and
111!!", rnt ul„.n lie cam,' lud'ore th.' ju,l-.'. in a m,mieiit his own
ii'"^>.il h;id made Inm f,-,.] criminal.

I"
'

!"«!
1 ;iil. as a final irrav,. irony. Camnsot. cold and

'"' |'"iiiTe,l out to i.ueien that his .-elf-het rayal was the re-
! ini.s-ipprehcnsion. ('amM-,,t \va^ tninkin.^' of .lacpies

' '
-i - wnii,,uneinj,r him.M'lf as 1. Helen's father: while Luei,ai,

"'-'., ah.-.,,rhed \,\ his fear of seeinjr his eonf,.,lera,.v with an"
'- ip'd fM,nviet made imhlie. had imitat-'d the famous iu-
'"•• ri, ;i,\ ,,r the murderers (d' Ihveus.

Oi;,. ,,r K',iver-('ollar(rs mo.-t fani-ais aehie'Vement- wa.s
'" ' '•i;"iiii,Lr tlie constant triumph ..f natural feelinir ov,a-

'i"d -..ntim,'it>, and defendin- the cans,' of .anterior
;i"ertin,ir ;h;it the law of hospitality, for in-tanee.
h,. reixiirded as hindini: to the jioint of neuiit ivinir

-'•It ion
^
of a judicial ontli. H,. promulirat.'d this

1'^' I'-- III th,> face of the w,,rl,l. from the Freiieli trihime: he
iit'held conspirators. sh,)uini: that it was hnman to
to friendship rather than to the tvran'ii,-al laws
"lit (d' the social ar.-enal to i»e adju-ted to eircum-
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8tiinccs. Ami. imlci'd, niilunil ri<,'lil- Iiiim' laws wliicli liavc

never' lirell indifird. lillt wlliell ilPe ninre elfeetlllll ami hetler

kimwii lliaii tlm^c lnjil dnuii liv Micidw Lucieii liad iiii-

a|i|ii'f|iemlrd. Id |ii> cii-t. ilii' law <\\' inliesion. wlliell ri'ijuiiid

liiiii 111 lie ,-ilrnl ami leave .laei|nes Cnlliri In proteet liimsell';

nay, niore. he had aerii.-ed hini. In his own interests the niaii

iiiiu'lil a!ua\< III he. Id him. ('arlos Ijerrera.

.Miin-ieiir ('amii-i'l wa-^ n-jdicinif in his trimiifili : lie lia'l

secured |\M> criminals. Ih- had crushed with the hand m'

ju>ti<e (i!ic ..f 1 he faM.rili's n|' rashinii. and he had fmind th^'

UndisCdVerahje .laei|l|c< ('ollin. lie Wiiiihl he l'ei,''ar<le(| jis on,'

(if the cleverest n( cxamininLT jndLrcs. So he left his ])risi)iur

in |ieaic; hill he Via- .-iiidviit;,' lliis si,|.,'clile-s consternati"!!.

and he saw drops of ~\\cat collect on the nii>erah|e face, swell

iiiid fall, mingled with two stream,- of tears.

"W'hv should yoll Weeji. Mollsielll' de IJllhelilpI'e? \ n\\

are. as I have loj.l vmi. ^Iademoi^el|e Iv-ilicr's IcLratee. she liav-

in,!,' no licii's nor ii'ai- relation-, and her |iroj)erty amount.- hi

nearly eiudil niiilion,- of francs if i|ie lost seven lumdred ami

llfiy 1 hoii,-.:inil fran. - are i-ceovcred."

This was ihe la-t hlovv to the p^or wretch. '"If you do

not lo>e voiir head lor |i n miiuite-."' .lac. pies ('olliii IchI sai-i

in his note, anil I.ucieii hv JNeepini;' cool wiiiiM have trained a'l

his de-ire. He miiflit have |iaid his deht to .l.acipie- Collin

and have i in liim adrifl. h.ive heeii ridi, ami have inarrieii

]\IadeiiioiM'lle de (iramllieii. N^ihiim' could more eloipienliv

denionst ?Mii' till' powii' v'.iih which i!ie examinimr judL'.' i>

arnicd. a> a con-eipicm c of ihe i-ol;ition or se[)arati()n e(

[lersoiis under su-jiic ion. or ihe \;ilue of such a communica-
tion as A-ie h.id conveyed |o daciples ('ollin.

"Ah, monsieur I"" replied I ucicii. with the satirical hitt'T-

ness of a man who makes a pedestal of his utter averthrovv,

'"how appropriate is the jihra-e in IcumI .-lani,^ 'to nmliTijn ex-

amination.' I'"or my ])ar' if 1 had to choose between the

physical torture of past aL'es and the moral torture of car

day, I Would not he-itale to prefer the -ull'eriiiLrs inllictcd nf

old hv ihe cNccut inner.—What nioi\' do you want of me''"

he addi d hau'ditilv.
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•III tins placr. iiioii>icur." said llic iiia;,M>ir:itc, aii.-uiTiiij:

III. jiiM-i V priilc Willi iiinckiii;^ iiiToir;i,icc, "I aldiH- lia\r a riu'lu
' '

. •;. '|iicsti(ms."

•
I iiiil the ri;/ht to rcfiiM' to aii>\V('r tlicin." iiiiiticivd tlic

- I.urit'ii, \\\u»v wits had ronif liack to Inni uilli [i.Tfcct

"' '"iiiiirl. read the iiiiniitcs to the |iri>oncr.'"

i .1111 till' priMiiicr oikc niniv." ,-aid Liicicii to liiiiix'lf.

'.\!iili' the clerk was rrailiii;:. l.n< n n came to a deieriiiiiia-

' uiiiili compelled him to -mootli down Mon-ieiir Camu-
\\\i<;\ ('oi|uai't's drone cea-ed. the pod Parted like a

ii...n uiio ha- .-lept tliroii-h ;i noi-(^ t,, wlinh he ears are ae-
'--'iiiiil, ;ind who is nm-ed hv ii< cc..^atio^.

• Viii have to si;:ii the report n{ voiir examination," said
tl.. .ilM-e.

"\':'' •I'll I at lihert\ :-' a,-ked Ijicii'n. ironical in his turn.
"'^"- .^''- -''li'' <'atniisot

: "hiit lo-inorrow. after hi'itiLr fon-
!

'A ilh .lac<Hles ( 'ollin, yon will no donht he free. dus-

Y'
'!'!i-l now ascertain whether or no voii ai • ac^csorv to

tt" 'Mines this man may have connnittcd since his e-cape so
I"! -' a-M ,1- iN-j(». However, _\on are no lonp'r in the -ecret
''''"

I ^^ ill write to the (lovernor to irive von a hctter room."
">'::i:! I find writiiiir materials!'"

' ''I <aii have anytliin,i: supplied to von that \oii a>k for;
i i! -ive crdcrs to that eircct h\ the usher who will lake

•
' '';i. k."

' ' •'
" iMcclianically siu'iieii the minutes and initiah'd the

'<
' h<'dience to CocpiariV indications with the meekness

'-'i:-:icd victini. A siii;,dc fact will >how what a state
- Ml hctter than the minntest description. The an-

' "i''iit that he would he confi,)iiird with .Ia(.pies Collin
''' "t!'c dried the drop- (d" sweat Troni his h,-, •, ;|,td his

•

•
- L'-littercd with a tcrrihic liudit. In short, he hecnme,
'•Mant a> hrief as a li.Ldit iiin,i^- lla>h. what dacipics

I

: a \\[\.— ;| iiiaii (d' iron.

'- lii'ii uhose nature is like i.iicicirs, a nature wliich
•''"- r,.llin had .s,» tliorou-.;lilv fathomd, the>c sudden
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Ir.'iiiMtinn- fn.n, ,, M.Hr n( .il,-,,|u,.. ,|,.niMraii/;itiuM to onr tliaf' '" '" 'I"-''''- "iH.ilii,. „, ,.\iiv„M. :> ll„. |,.n>i,„. nf ,.\„rv
'"'' '"''"' '"•'' !!" '""-1 -liirtlin- |,l„.,„,ni..iu of ni.nr.l
^"^''".^- Thru, II -nru- up lik,. Hi,. |,.M «;,|..r~ „r ., .,„.i,,„.
It .lilIuM. ,t„.lf ihn,,,:,!,,,,,, ,!„. „m,l,i,„.rv that ]„•< n ;,.iv
''"' ''" """" "I' 'i'" llnkllnUM IM;,M, ,• t!,;,t ,-, ,n-t i I II I ,- it : ;|,Hi
"''" ''"' '',"'!'-'• I- ' mail a-aiii. an, I il„. i,mn ni.|„.s m, full
• if (iMTL;-) l',ir a ^Mjirrinr -irii:.'-:,'li..

•'•";"" ''"! I'-ih-r-. iHl.r nrM hi^ l„.art, with th,' ininiii-
""'" ~'"' ''^"1 '-""inH.! !., hiiii. Th.i, h,- haii-htilv hnw,,! i„
M'-nHnir CainiN,,!. am! \.,.mi n,]' wnh a linn Mrp ,]„u n tli..

(orriiliir>. h,'t\v,'in i\m, tf'ii'laniM-.
'''''''"

'^ •' '''•!' M"M,;,1|V|:- .,,,,1 ,i„. jlL^r,, ,„ |,i, ,.l,.,j^ j„
av.T,.i.o. hiniM.ir f,,r th,. , rn-hm- .,,„„ th- j.,),.! had ,h-
j'l.-m.l. -11,. Ihnn^ht h,. ini-lit <a\,. hiin^.^lf hv hrlraviatr
Ills acf i)iii|iliii'.""

•"f the i\v,,.- .,,,,! C.Miniirt tinii.llv. -'ih,. c^nvicf i- r!i,.

tiKist thi)rMiiL:l]-|,;ii ,.i!/*

"Vnii an. fivr r,,r thr iT-t nf Ih,. ,!av. C.Hiuart," saio the
'"">"'• "^'"- ''•^'' 'l'""' <ii,ni-h. S,.ii,| awav anv .-a- ihif
IS waiiniLT. lu h.. ,.aih..l tn-„i,,iT.,u-.— Ah ! aiHrv..n n,u<t .'„ ;it

on.'.' to th.. piihl,,. pfoMriilorV chainlM.r. aii.l a'^k if he i< -till

ill. !.: if >o. a-k him if he ,aii i:i\,. m,. ;, f,.\v „iiniitc^ V.-^-
li.' Will not Ih. ,-n,,,..- h,. a.i,l,.,I. ln,,kin- at a commoi, , Inrk
111 a \v..H|rn .av,. paiiittd .irivcn with ^ilt Jm.'s. "It is hut a
quartcr-jiaM three."

IlK'se (.xamitiati.>n=. whirl. ar.> so f|ni..k]v mu] h-.h!"
writ!.. II .loun at full |..n-ih. ,|iirstioii. and answefs alik;.. i.ik'

"1' '"1 .•noi.mnu> am, ,111,1 nf time. 'I'hjs is .,ne of the na^.ms
•
if tlie >h,wiie.. of Ih,..,. |.f,.|i„iinr,ri.'s to a trial ami of i',,...

iin|,risonments -on ^ii^pi,-;.,,!." To the poor this is ,-nin, to

the rich it \~ (]i-i:fa,-e; to them onlv immediate r.'lea-,. .-anm anv de-re,. r,.p,.,i,., „, f;,,. as po<~ihl(.. th.. .lisaster of ,.,n

arr.'-t.

Thi- i.^ whv the two scenes lu.re relal-,! had taken nn iho
whole of flu. (,„„ sp,.nt hy .\sie in d..eipherin,<,' her ina^UTS
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'iilii-.'-. in -..ft,,,.;,-, |.u,.|i,.«, „„t nf lur hn.i.Ioir. .•m.l imiu,,,.'
-'•in.' i'l\rr<:y int.. MihI.-IMic .Ir Srl-i/v.

^' ''''- """' <'^imiiM,i. u|,„ u:isn;iNiuM> ,„ ;r„, ,|,, ,-„|,

';"'","' '"^ 'l.'Vrr,H.~<. tn,,k II,.. !uu,|„,,nn..nt>. ,v;„| ,1,,,,.
':"""-'• '""' !"-'""iM.,| Inn,.,. If thi.t 1„. u,.„l.| show (!„.,„ f,
':" !'"'"' I"''- 'HI, ,r,.,„.| ,;,!,,. !„>.,,„ninnon ll,..„i. I)nri„.r
]'' - ''"'";•" '''-"^''•''•^ni„.|.,.„.k.n|,.ll!,i,nil,;„ M.uhuu'
'' '

-nitr.-,. ,1,. srru.y s inai,-M.,n;,i,t in<i>t,..l on >,M.;,k,n- uit
'"in At.n.Ml rr„n, Cnn,.,,,.;, ..,,,,,,1 ..,„ „n,v..rv"r„n,.-
'"•'""'\''' "''^' "' "" "-'"'•""'I 'I'-nnt tin. ,na.M.t,..i.. an.l

"'I',':."'

'"'•• "" '"""" "' >i«'ak,n- to Mon>i..nr ('a.nn-

''»'-."
iv|,ln..| the liiwvcr and Iiis <-|,.rk

<.Mn.N.,t ,u„k :, note uhid. ihv MTvan! nir.,-...! !,i.n. an.]
I" :i'l a- |.i||(i\\ s :

—

If

th

•I "I- Hi- -;ik.' r,f many inl.Tr-N ^yhuh u,li |„. ol,vio,i. to
}"] 'Hy_ ,!,.;,, Cnnin-.t. ,lo nut ..v.niin.. AIun>i..Mr ih
;"";"!"" \\"'';'v,. l.rou;,ht an,,,l,. proof, of I,,, innomico

"I), ni: M \ri.|;i(;M.:t.si.;.

"''. ni; Ski;izv.
"'

.

'^-—Burn this noto."

m,n>nt nnd.TMoo,) ,t o„,o tiiat i,o l.a.l hlnndoml nrp-
l"-''i-n.|y ,„ lavin,ir>naivs for I.,,,,,-!,, and I,o I,,..,,, I,v ol,ov-:: ih,. tuo (Ino ladi..s_lH. lighted , ,;,,„.,.. ;,,id inirnrd the
';::;„"'";;"'- 'I- l>nH,o>s. Th. nnu, l,o.vd >v-p,.c.,fnliv.

I 11' n Aladanic dc Serizv 'adanic dc >(.nzv is co iniiiir Irtc- a-Krd I atnu-

riairi' was hcintr l)rou!:ht ronnd."
Ill' ( ar

iliis moment ('
"luart canic in to tell ^ronsip^r C

('•:M

' "• I'liMic pi-o<r,.||tor ..xpcf.tfd liim.
'•'"•'-''d hv thr hlnndiT he Jiad
""I'ltiMn, thc.u-h to i|i,> I„.ti,.r..nds of
'""" "''" .^''i''-" ••vp'Ti.'nc.. had prrf.v|,.d th. si

imusof

'unmittcd, in view of

,iiistic.>. the lawvcr.

mil.: to a man wl,o in liis pra.ti,-,. Iia. had to niea

larpriess

aire

fej'jft

f

'3 J
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11 -^

li<« w, s a;|,n..l Ihr ,/n-/^^ uf I'nr.s. was ai.Mun^ to l,,n,.
^.^..m.• .In. 1,1 ;,.,,„M ,|„. ,v-..„|,n..nt ..f ,uo uo.nn, „f f;,>|„n„
"';'"'" '" ^^''"'' '" •'"I I"'.-,,..,! ,!„ nut.. uasM.II al,..|.i'

'"';' ';• ;""' " '--•l -P tl.,. I ),.!„... .l. M.n,fri,n..M,V:

som.uli.ii \,,liiii!iiiMii- r.,rn.v|M„i(lciicc.

1'^'"" '" «;ilt,,l ,„, ilir ,„|hiir |,n.MTlitur.
''''" ''^'l'"- 'I" -'i.MM,. „ ;, ,,..r,,|..x,n. Min/.. of l„iil,lin.r.

'"''•'' '";'-''--;, .,h,.r. ~n,.,. ti.„. ,mm| .I,:r,„li,.,|. ntlwiN vm-
;;"'";;';:

"I'"'"
''';''""'''' ''^ "^'^"'-'i^ ",.,... 'ivs.ii;.

l<^ .-Iu-,|m~ ,.. ,!„. h.,-,-,.., k,„.uM l,;,il. I,u,„- nak.,lnr.s
^;

'"''"""7 •""'''"' "'-""'^^'- TIm-v:,-, (;„i.,.,i,..i„r,h,.

:-''-'M.-M,-Mn:,...a!,Ml,. l,.,r.,.r,lKn, ,1,,.,, nf,|,,,(V,,„,,,,,
','""'7 ^""' "":'"• " •' '"- .ImmM,. ,|,„„., Th,. .,,.,„. 1„,„1

:;'";' '"";""' ''" a---*'".,,-,. .„.! , i,.,„. .,-„,„ ,„„.

.'^iMmt: nl iwn l;, nclir-a.

^i"M. I,v ;,n. the iMihli.. ,.n.s,.nifor-s olli,...<. tiic atfornrv^r-n. an, hl,n,n, ,lH..J.un!.rsnf,l...,,..nH.v-...n..n
li".<.. „f tl,..,,,iMM. |u-...,.,.ntnr-<.|r,,uti.... All .:;.. „,ln.n^

<" y~" .-1 ;,'.'M.TH« trrrn. .nnu,nini,;u.> !,v u-.iwnyv .pi,,,] .„;,.;

nHi.h.'^ark,.;,.s,p.-.^vI,H.|,;,n..,||..,.;n.,.,,.,h,.,,vl,,,...(ur,.

"'-' of an> nnlv. Lnt of ail Fian,,.. Tl,,. int.n.r arran-.-
.""nt of tin. ..„^,.,.,.,.„ ,,„„,, .,f i„.,i,,„ ,„„,,,„^ ,„„. ,.^^^^^^

'""" ";•" '^•""-' '"-' '- Tin. u-nlor .I.MTii.in,^ o„r ma,.-
'XTs jin.l ..u.t,.n,. uo,.!.! .l,,ink IVo„, thv uvr.^.lty nf ,\.p\rf.
|"i^t!i<'s.,ualM|..„rri,!„r„|;,|„„na n.Mp. i„ ui,i,h. ,„ ul,i,h
ti,.. u-,tn,...,.s uait in fl,,. S„,H.nor ( 'rnninal Court. \. fo tlio
^N.v.^ uUIi uarm^tlH. ,.,„n.t it..lf, it woul,] .iis^rra... a -af.^
on )!io r.,,iil(.vani Mnnt I'an,, ,.,-(..

''"' r<-'li'- |u-..<ouilor-s private room fnnu< part of an
"'^i^'"" wni,^ llankin- tli. (Jal^ri,. Marrhan,!... I.„ilt .mt n-
•"">!y iM ,v^anl !., tl„. a-,, or ,1„. stni.tinv. ovr llio prison
}an.. nntM.i,. ih,. uornoiiV (iuarters. All tin. part ,.f the
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>.H..t.-( ha|„.||,.. \n,| ,,|| i. ,oi n,n ,,,,.1 - ' „(

,'-"•"' "' ''" ""•"'I I'^nl.,,,.,,!. ,>,,„|,| p,,t I,,,,,. i-,,,s

''/''"""' '" '"" ''''"' <'""H~..t. .11,1 thr |U.|..,.-- ,„r-s,.M'.
' " '''"';-''' '"'" '"'" ""• i."^-lnnl,,rv MNp..,V,. ul,„l, u.nN
'

'
'" "r "" '''" "" '"•""-'-' ",,n,l-, II,. I,.,. I I „

^';"'V"
"" """-"-I'nv of h. unval,. ,•,„,„,. I,.. ruM- and

H'lk-'l H,, an(|,l„un. fur h.-u,,.^ |,„.v,v,| ,„ ,1,. nM.nun.M,.
,"'''"!'' <'^"""-"- !"• I.mI r.„nHi hiMMluilufa,,,,,.,.!,,,,:,;,,.

\'!i| this was u hv.

i'" .i';/n,tvnr In. |,,.|, fnnHion- fo,-l,a,I.. 1„. atf.mplin.
'' '•"'"" 1-rlV.t i,H|,,„.,„!,.,„v .,f,|„. ,„f,.,.i„r i„.i... an.l
"' "','- "•';'! n.arlviuiuin,! tl,,. hunnr an.! ^.hh! na,n.. nf his

,,
"'"'"' •""' "iniM-i support..,-, ih.. <',„„t.. ,!,. s,'.ri/v

M::.i^t,r.,| Slat,.. nM.,al...rnf,l„. Pnvv C.,,,,,,.,!. Vi,.,.-Pr...i-

;;'',"' .""• ;^'^"" <''iMi.,l. av.i pf.wpr.tiv.. (!,aiH-..||,.r.,f the
",'" '" ""•'^'•"t •.rth,..i,.alh.,r,lH. „„!,!,. „|,] „„„ ,,,„
• 'I '1'^^' ^",::„M nlli,.,.. I, uas MMM^iMir .!,• S.'n/v-. ,nis." '" •"'"'••' ln> uilV -thf.,,!-!, (in. ail.! ual.T.*' a,,,] j,,.

'"•'!'';;•' '"' ^*"'i lii' prH,.,.i„„, \,,u- ,h,. pnhlu.""'" '""^- """''•'M...Hi Ih. ;.,. ,:!,!,. f,,.. ,„„ ^^.,„,,,, ,^^,

^ " '" ''"' "'"''' ••""' ^" """' il'.-i .ritn.. ^huiihl i„. pr.,^,,|-^'~(
;. HUM. uIh.m. .larn,. ha.j I,..,,, .,. ..A..,, an. I s., tnalj.^-
Inik.,1 uitli that ..r 111.. ("niiii(,.,s.

'' :'"li-si:rli..|. fohlin- hi-anns. -ror.n.Tlv th.. snpn.tn^.': '""I'l l.-'l^'' n'r.ip. in at. app,.ah X-.ua.lavs oi.r'" .'piaiitv-— Im. .lair.I n..t sav /-„• L;,.,/:fi/ ,,s a
^; "••"'" n, Ih,- ChatnluT roiira-.-aNlv a.linitt.-.ja sl,.,rt
*W^

:. >!lu,._-"is (h,. ,],.;lth ..f lis."

''^i~ !M.!.|.' tna-istral.. kn,.u- all ti„. fa^.-inafion ami «ho T,.i«-
• ' '"' '''"" '•'"!Mi,..nt. j.Mh.T an.) Ln.-i,.,,. ,. ,,,.' !i.-"l tak.-n Ih-. f.„uns wh,.,-,. th.. C.mt,. ,],. Cnm-
'l_li\'<l s,.,-,vtlv .1!. .-..nniihia! t,.rms with Ma.l.Tn.,i^.'M,.
;f'.'"l'". ni.l uh.ti.-.. .h,.ha.| n..,] „„. (lav, lure.l away
'•iin. {^ve A Doiihle Marrnn/c)

'
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Ai th'". vorv ,n..rn..„t ulirr, ||„. ,„,!,!„. ,.rosr<.,itMr was snvin.-
"'mn-,.|r. ••(,,„„.„( i>s„n>tol,,.,v,. <l„m. snnH.tlnn^rsiilv-

tiH. ..^a,„m,n;, nK,;:iMn,t,. knoc-kcd tu-uv nt the door of hi.

'W I, niv fl(

1 spnKc I, I 11,,^ inni'iiiny
'

"<r C.-unii-f.t. how is that rase n-oiriLr on fhnt

^^^'•lia.liv. Monsieur le Co,,,,.: read and jud^e for your-

.

"'|"!'l""t tii-n.innt,.. .,f ,he|uooxaminat,on. (oMon-
''!';

''''/''^•''V'';'-
"'''• ''''''^ •'!• 'n-v,.,,h^s and went to , he

^^':.":'" '"'-''"•"• "..ha.N
, rnn.hrow.hthe,,,.

,,, ''''„V'^:'

''';;''•>''''• '''''.^^^•i'''l'''<''M,nt in an a^itnte.1
""•'• ' -•ll"VT. T!,.. law nin-, lakv i,s eo,,,-.,,; Y.,..
''^'v->hnunM,nn,.-hskm. ,hatyonn...d n.v.r f.ar hein-^ de-
'"'"''' "' >"ii'' •ilipointni.-nr a> . xaniinin- ju.!-,.

"

n MM„>i,,,rd,. Cranvill,. had slid to Canni..,,! '-Von will
'••nK,in an .xannnin:: jnd,,. In ;,o,.r d^ in;: d:,v." I„. eould not
;';''• '"''" "'"•'• "^I'li'-it ihan in niakin- ,l,is polite sneer
an:i!M,| wa~ ruM in il,,- verv niarrou
"^'•"I'l'ii.- i.i niah.sH' dc' MaiifriiMie

riniili. had d'--ind ine

-peeeh.

iirnense. to whom I owe

Seriz\

Oil ,v'-. Ih,' Durhr.^H. ,1.. Manfri-n.UMis'' is ^radani(> de
".,.n,|. Slid CranviMe. ii,p.rrnptin- hi,n. "To heHure.-^ on have allowed noihne,^ to inlinen.-e von. I pereeive

•\";'.^';" '-i'l urll. .ir: von ^-ill 1,., a .av,! n,;,:.i>t,-ate
"

,

^' "'!'^ '";-"" ''" <'""'" •>'t:ive d.. P.anvan oponed ihe
*h-ru,,hn,„ la.orkin- an.l -aidto,he^on.tede(;ra^ville•

'• havo hron^htyon a ^nr h.dv. ,nv doar fallow, who da]
n-'t know whul, way !o inrn: >he was on ,he point of IosIikt
iiei-sell 111 onr lai)yrinih " ""

And Conn,- (),.,ave led in hv the hand the Comto<,o do
^eri/\. who ha,] hoen wan.leriiiir ahont ihe place for the ],a<t
•liiartor ,,|' an luau-.

"What, ynn \u;;'. niadanu I" excdainied Ih.- puhlic prose-
'""'"'• ';"-'""- '''""^"'' ''i^ "«" arniehair. "and at thi<
|nn,nen,..

] ]„.. ,„adan:.. is Monsi.air CaninM),;- ho add^d
H'trodnein- the jnd-e.—-lianvan,-' .sdd h.e lo the d-



i;m) ()}• ^.\'\^. w \YS nm
fini:iii -}u,]

':: Ml I!

"lini-N'riiil nnitn,- ,,f ,|„, }{,,,(, ,r,.,(

!! !u-c>i(|cni
lOll, Willi t'

(•liniiihcr>
; \]f i>

ir

!iil tlicrc, and F will

' ill!)'' (»(( 1\(' (|(>

!' Ill liir wav. hill I
I

;.( \]

-II-'' !'•>! leaving: liij; . ,,.,,_

M;:(!:niii' i|i' S^ri/y I,' 1
i ,

!! I'lihii- (1,. .fi|.<;,.,. i„ ii,
,.

1

i"'"i'''--' l('!li and rn;,t-(.f-arin-^.
I

i' "-^todd jlijit lint

'i-i.'iir d . ( 'faiivil It' waiiti'd a?i

III:"!'' ilii' inistaki' nf (•"Illllll,'- to

I!'! n\n rciMinicii in luvrdi

'i'i'i>.inir caiTia-f uilli ;, I,],,,.

Iff i-iiar!niiaii in i:nld hi,.,-.

aprl Ml
-larlinir \-

»fiprkiiiM-<_ dii^t

''' ' l'"r lakiii^i: the liar].

' llllpIV^^.(d ,,!! Ill,, !„,, ^,,.,,.|, ]^

1st as

idh'-^ llic

•Mvcd. and >li(

ik wa- (if

"ptiiiir tliv <n>tn,;ic whiil
'I'C In IllCM. 'I lie (

i"'.v '•'Dell ill w!ii,li -lir an,! !li<. D,,,-!,

ivi-c in<i<|,.,] (Ml LiKa'cn's

1
is to women wliat a irrav

Id;

omii,.-s wore a tilain
^ -liau'l. an 1

1 a \i'|\ct
iUrr- Inn

1 !li!''k hhv veil

'"'•'11 ivii;.i\rd. and ih,. uli,,]

Town
'""i"ct frniii uhicli
' coMavd n|i imdiT

^
">i ivccivcd iiiir note:-" saic] <li,. m ('

'f iv.-|ic(iriil admiration.

llllHl.-ot, whov,. <li.-

^ •!-' lait t,M) l.ii,.. M,
^'!i"-r ta.-t and wii fail

idamc la Cornt I'ssc. n 'plit'd tl

ilHl III |1 rcscnci' of a ]irisom'r.

'H iniii cxcoptin^r j,, jij^ chambers

low

Ncd at Monsi,,,n. ,|,. riranvillc, and
tten in his f;

saw foiistcriia-
ICC

•i']i]i'(], ill th,. tone id' a d

eanitot ho. it must not he I oo

iiii-ii. pretty women, in fl

iire tile spoiled children of |

"I' other countries knew what

lo po-ition of Madai ne (|(;

"I-, a \v(

iH'ticli rivilizalioii. If the
ii woman of fa^]

III' an

"i.'iii of wealth and rank, th.-v w,.iild all
11 ''Ujoy that splendid rovaltv. T

Hon IS 111

want to

iio hoiids hut those of

le Wfinii-n ul

'''nrr wliich has I

>rof)ricty. no law hut

//

>vou more than nii

petty

t'-.

'•''I iiv num.
in an

iniHiinr as the ladies" ChIc. lau-h at tl

hey say everything, tliev d'
V iilundcr or htvsjtate at any follv, for tl

<' alluded to ill this

le statntef;

' not shrink

my all accept
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iU. hvi th;„ ,h,.^ ,,n. ,nv>,HM,Mi,i,. h.n.^s ai.>w..n,l.!,. l',„

,';,?''""•-'"' "'"''' '"" ''"",- n.|,nn. .,,,1 Hum,- .Inl.hv,,
liu'V s.y tl„. „„.., |„v,.,,^,,,,Mi< ,1,,,,^. uill, ;, Imu^I,. ;ni,i an.
',""•';"'"'• ""^'^'"^' I'MVJH.ai Ihr.,,,....!, M,a,lr ,„ tlH.rarlv
,':"' "''""''"' IM-I.v,>,vnv .Ma,!,-„ |„ IJaiuan to Iut

:;;,';"" "'""" ^'"' <""" " tVi.l, auav rmn, tl„. |';,|a,.-
-M;iK'' liar-!,. ai)(| |.a.. .-niirnr,.. .-nnl r,,,,,,. auav."
^'^'•'^""••;" >ai.l ilic i-nhii,. ,,ruM...ui,,r. •Mn„>i.nr lairim

,'• '''''""'l'>v .. nu, .un.liv,.„l„.r,,r,.„l,l.,.rv„rur,H,isnnin.^-
1'>H M;;nH..nrCa,mi>n, h,,. i,.,| h„„ ,., ,.o„r,.s a >t,ll -rrcatu"
Cl'IIIH.. "

"'Wliat i> ihal ' s!i(. a-ki ,|.

"11. a.knnul,..!;:..,!." .,„, M„„.i,.„,. (•„„„,„ i„ ,,.,,. „^,,.

'"'< i".,. ,|„. fn,.„,ian,i pn|,il nf ,,„ .na;..,! ,.„nv,Vt. Ti„.
-\l'l"' <arl.,- IL.rn.ra. tl,,. Sp.Mnanl w.ih ul,,,,,. I... I,a^ I,,., n
^vj'i^ j'M' t!,.. I.M .,.,.„„ V..,,,. i, t,,^. „„„„,„„^ ,,^„^^ ^^

loll in. '

M..!aM.,. .],. S.^nzv r,.l, a. ifi, w.-r. a hW fron, an in.,,
;"l ^it .•a.-I, u„nis,,nk,.n |,v .1,,. j,„|;:,, |„„ this nan,. wa< tl..

tiiii.-liiiii: stfokc.

"And the npshdt ,,1' all liii^:-" .jn- sii,].
iiM nioiT iliai, a invath.

•;I>. Mnn~i,.„,. ,1,. Cranviil.. w,.nt „„. finishini: tl,. ('„„„,-

"X
^'"•''"" ". an ,n..l.,-i,„H., -iliat ll,. ....nvu-t 'will I,. ,.,„„-

""'"'' .'"'' "''''• "^='1 "'^" 'Hani,.,, i.„ol ,•„„„„„„,,] ^vithhi.M
''- iunn,^ ,„-ulii,..| a., ,„ ;,..,„..„,, ,„ ,,„. ,„^,„.^ ^,,,.,_^^,^ |^;,

"Hi^t a|,j„.aras a witn.^s ^rvy <,.,-io„<|v ,,„„, „-,„„i<,.,l"
'"'•'""'• ""^''" -I'" <-nV.l alninl. will, a,na/in- fl,a.

-

"••ss -J.,,,, my pa,.t. I >l,ouI,l not hPsitat- L.tuc,.,, ,1..„1, ,,;,!
til'' dHaH..r,.( s.M„i:,., ,„,,„ whntn il„. wo,.|,l I,a. k„o«n m 1„.

niw].an..t f,a,.n,| .l,.,lan.,i hv tlu. h-.n,!, to I,. ,1,. a.-canplir.
nf a <.ony,,.,.-Tla. K,n^ has a ^...a' r.^anl fnv n,v 1,,,.-
hanci—

"^^a.h,n!(.•• said Ih,. ,,nl,!i,. p,.n.,.,.„t,,.-. aJM, ah.iHl. and u 111.

' ^niil". ".lu. Kin;: ha. not th. ^nialL^t pouv,- over ,ho
In.midrst (.xannnin,i:j„d.-,. in l,i< kin;rd<an. ,„„• nv.r th. pn-
^•'•'-lin-s ,„ any roni.t of jusi,,-.. That i. ih,. errand f.at.uv

in a voic.. ihal was
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"f 'iiir iifw C'(i( ipf ;i\vs. I iiivM'ir

' .iiiiii-ot .111 iii- vkjii^

•<»li his rl

ll^l\" jll>t COIl^^ri.iilnl.ili.^]

IIIII.-IIIC >:iu\ ihc ( oiiiit,... .-iKirnK il

" tliaii lii> altacliiiiciit to l-i.-i!

iiT far
HT.

II .'•"11 will Wiul il

' |.ll-Mlcr~ liy .Mn||>i,.in- (

'!- i- ill li.'s lianils

' "iiii;"'- "f ll \aiiiiiiaiiuii ,,f t||.

-iiniiMii. yuii u ill Mr iliji cvcTV-

\i'u- tlli> V''-'lU Illr oiilv lllili;r ||„. ,,|,|,|

\'iiliirv (.. vay. and a tia.-li ,.|'
f,

:i'A'. .r-li K<—<llinill!-. lie „,.„, ,,, .|,^. ^j,,,„,. ,1

pulilii- [iniM'ciitor

"lllllll'' -<W. il' vnll Uill,

r-'iii.l MM 111,- ll, ,.,..]

I'il. ll'-ilM!
I'liil. Ml' ail(lc(

'•'I'M' iiic, iiiailainc : I I

""• 'raii>lai(Mi l,y ih,. ,i,,riMi

ia\c I ui,' U(irM> I

V \vi->

i''i ' '||IHI-(i|.

'I" '1'" «;nit to wiiiit'ss tl

" -.-iy l'> l!aiiva;i

ri'll\.'\.M| I,, [I

H' -fcnc bctwiMM
1 VI I u

\\

!i!

•" I- iliis f.xaminatioii f

II Mil V In (

!: .• V,

II tiu.-inc-

l"lll>"t. will) .>tlH.(l ,|.>«i

aid Lrnnti 111' ViTV

" III iillf nf th

iia>! Ill II |iri~i'llct' nf
'ii",-t iMiiinrtaiit |M.r,>o,i,.|:_r,,s i„ the

il'i'latiir. said ('

liia,_;!-l rale's iiiii'-t|in>liniis and t

">i">iii. "a ,.|,.rk wriirs ilnvn all tho

i;ii-nl I- si-ii

" |ili-n;uT s IV
rdin- thiM-lrrk. I,v t he .iud;;v. and liv" tl" i'^iw iiiatiTJal of thr suhscqm.nl

vidtiico is tl

ins ijoeu-

!' priM'iKT.

11 It III!' a.TiiM.d aiv cnimiiiiird fnr trial.

I'll

w
pi'iir hclnr,. ll,,. Criminal Court.

iiniii'ar

iuciil j)r.)((

ami rnuaiidci

llii'ii, said IK', ••it t: H' t'vuloneo wero i'UU-

•(}
". inadaiiic, that is a
'}' coiiiiiiit—a criii

cniiu' which m. mai:i>iratt' could
H' a^'-anist Micu'tv."

a lar uor:

H' nconli'd; still, at this

I' <-i-inu' a-ainst me to him cviT allowed

iliat [

leien. C
"1"111< lit II IS the oiilv evidei

'UK', read me the minuie, ,,t' 1

iitiinsK

'iiiiy see ll there is still

iir. I do not speak f

lee

li- I xaniina-

or us

'l"i!y kill myself—but Monsieur.!
at slake."'

•'iiy way ot -alvation f,

'• niyselt' alone— I should
e >ierizv"s happincs



"i>t;iiHr. ||,|,| iiiH|,Tl,il„.n tin-
Iiick I

mil, 1,1

> r „;';;,;:';:",-,';";:'?:;, '";'-

;;:;;„;;;":-"' - "—u. i.u,,,.,,', ,.„,,„„. „,„„';;

'\Vli;ii : my I,. 11,,,.,
;••

iiir

"I'' < ->iiilrs. ,1, I,,.,. -.^nnUnu r

••A li-hi

11- ,i.^ If .i ' ll.lM UVCU III

.ml >li,

'"•1- 111 ;| h|;|v,,. tui>tiM-'" '••-' '""< tn HT\,' ,-1. ,-, |,,.,vl..

-'1. ^'^^^,u.,n!^7:^7'';:'''^'''77'•'''''''''''''•'''-'-

V

'•lit (';nini.oi ,^;n,.|| |iMllPtl'-v i-n I,, ,1 I ,
'

'
'" "I III!'

'-'7-^- '''''-'•'••'• ''ranvill. .„<],,,,,,,,,,,,,,;g-7

•'ii'.Kl. l)nint lirr .Iclirato skin !ikv ,i moxn
•\' I:)>1 C-lllilNot. ullMS,. f;n.r,,r< .,],

th" fire .,.,m„ 1,1 " "''''' ^""iHniir fn.mtl>- fuc, .eomed to !. ..ha.a.d of the position; li. let th.



of-.

1.1 \'

our

cr

i:m) ok km I, WAVs

|'.i|"-r.- ;^n: ihriv u.-is nmlini^ M', ,,f ,1,,,,,, i,,,, ,|,

'"'' ''""'• '!''" »l'"l'' >''nr ha, I lakrri Ir^- lini,. i"l

:«)7

[IDll lOIlS

!' llaiiH' cniild not.

I" ivad (hi
i;iii IS

iiiroiiiit ,,1 II.

1 iiai 'l;Mil~^i(ln can iia\i

:\ .- Ill

il' iMiv ih,. 1;

' liii~lian.l a-kid ,.r CaniiiM,!.

iirixMi hctuccn vnii and .Madaiiu

'• l-ollld ivplv. ih,. ('

:i""l~ in liic caiidlf and lluvu i!i,.|n on tl

r~. u liii-h uciv not lailirol

'iiiitcss ai'ld ih,

f I'l'iiiaiiis of

iiall ],' I'D

\' (on^nnii'd
!n|i(ll <d. >aid ('

i-.iiii-l .\iadanH' la ( 'onitr-M

iiniiMit. ••(() lay a loinplaint

I I'll.' Whal ha,- ,-hc d,

^- lii'Tiialclv al liio hid\ an(! tl

'III'.' a,-kcd the piihlic pro.-ccut or.

i\'' hiiriH'd ihr record of ||

''•i~'ii"!i uiih a lan-h. >,, ol

I'' iiiaLnsIraic.

io c,\aniiiialions.'" said the
i.-cd at her liii,rhdi;

''"' ''"" •^'"' -'i'l ""I Vci f,v| ih,. p,,,n nt' the I

r iiiii.q i^vl his od

IIKled

I! 1- a crime— \\el|. nion>ieii
•If

" liii'ii oui au'ain."

oiirns.

loiH .-crawl

\ erv I! '• -aid ( aniiisot. trvinL-- 1^

\\''!l. ucll. ..Miv ^,,,,1 ,,,,^, end,, uell.-" -ai.l

I fc'cover hi- ilifrniti

I

;

nil! \ ill >iil. iiiv dear ( 'oiinh

M onsiciir dc

iU;i ilherllcs with Iht

• hai Veil are.""

\l

-. .\oii niii-l no! often la
;!«

:
It tiii^li! fail to discern wi

Ke

lo and

ii-iciir Cainii.-ot valiantlv re-i.-|

'"-i>t
:
the Honor -d" the |{(,he is .-afe

.'""

said tl
nr.an. lanL:llin^

eil a Woman whom none

le Comte

deed: M
iMi

onsieur Cainusot
pi'o.M'ciilor. laiiirliinir

\va< resist iiii,'* aid tlie

i >hoiild not dare resisf the Count

IS a I
' IS a hrave man in-

Aiid thus for tlw moment thi- -erions afTai !• wa.s no moro" > l-retty womaifs jest, at which Caniusot himself must

n-i M. nsienr de (.'ranville sa

N'ot a little alarmed l.v the Comte do S
' •I'l'i expression. Iin friend led |

W.v dear fcdlow," said he in a wl

" one man who was not

erizv's at-

iim a-Mie,

-per, "voiir distress per-



liUS A <'<»II{T|.:sA.\s
I IFK

'^na-|,.snH.r„rtl„. firM;,n,innlvt„n.
will I niv <liiiv.

'I" III IIIV lifr to foil iproijiJM.

"" piiMiV |.rn.M(iu..r im,,..- .,,„) ,. „. ,

J::::z.tr'--
" ^-'^ .:;.:,, ... „„

-'';"^::t':;:::::,;ri;::,,,;;-'
;'-•' -: -

T]".— ';•' -"H :;;.,;;;;•,';,
:"",i-':7:'";-

.n,.in.
'"~ '"I";!-, .li. nun, uwil m,.:,, ih,. ,^„.u-

-'<'':;^/^'';n^,;;';;:;:,:;;:;V;::;;;-

<-vn,i„.,,,,.,,,,, :!,:;•' ,7--'- .l;lv i„v..ti,at..l.

"•^•>'n>..lv,..u-llk,..nan:
"':'''''' '""' '^•"- "- ^,,,1

'"^ '••'II ••) .MMn-t,.r,.f S
'''

'^^ '"':"- '''••'^'^viilihiniin

d.' AI.ulV,.,H.,<'.
''''•'''''' '''^ "•'''' ''"J the Duohes..

to nl'''^
"'''" '""'-•^l-^'-'oran..^

.

"•^" 'Jji-^ uill take von al.oui I,., if i

11 ! iiaii-jia-t three; vuii w II
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Mill lliul >n,nv ju.lo,,, ,,|„.„, |_,,, „^,, ,,,,,,^^. jj. ^,^^^j ^,^_^ ^^^^1 ^^_

inl" "I insullicirnt .vhIcmc..—,„• Ln,i,.n niu,-t' uait tiH lu-

""'""-"' '"'^^"l '" iIk' i",„;>;iii_v and uvnl : l.ul .Madaiu.'
^. ii/v, ulin ua^ MillVrin.u a ,^ 1 ,|ral fmni li,,- Iniriis did

; iviiirii his iM)\v.

^

\iMnHr,ir d,. s.-.i/y, who liad >ii,hl..nlv rushed auav sv\v]v
''! I"il'li«' pn.M.iUnr and ihr nia-i>lratc were talkin-^ lo-
oiImk. pn.H.ntiv tvinrnrd. hav,,,:: iVhl,,.! a small l^v „i
^M-,n wax. Whh ihis l„. dn-MMJ !„> uiIVs fin-crs. simut
I' Ml undi'i'loni'

:

^
. ,-

,

''"I"""'- "li.v did v,m vuinr l„.,v without iHiin- ni..
KIP.',! .-

'^

•vMv drar.- rv,di,,| .h,. i„ ., whi>|H.r. -for-ivo me. 1 ..vni
'^'"'•.'"" nidrrd vnur uitrnxs u..,v a,^ nii.di involwd a.
iiii;i' .

•'-^•- this yonn.i: fellow if fatalilv n.,|uiivs it, in.t do
"'"-N'l^n vour pa.Mon to all ih,. uorhl/" sai.l tl,e luekless
liii-liaiid.

^UVII. ,ny d,.ar Conntess.- siid Monsieur de (iranville, who
;'•"! '"•'" en-a,Lr<'d ui conversil ion with Conite Octave '"l

'"'";'."' '"''>•'"'<" ^I"">i''"r.:e|{,dieniprehonu. todmewith
V'l.i Ihis e\eninij-."

r.'^i^ li.-ilf pronii-e prodneed a reaelion; Madame de Serixv
'iMii' II inio (car.-.

•' 'f'"n^ln I hnd no tears |,.f,." .aid >he with a smile.
''"_'->'l«l you not Uvuv^ Monsu.ur de lln empre to wait

"ill try if 1 can (ind ushers to fi't, h him, so tl

en under the eseort of the ^vndar
Kit he may

V
ie (iranville.

'11 Jife as <,food as (lod I" eried

iiies," said M on-

|~ ni.ii made her voie

he. with a «,ni>h of f,eel
V sound hke heavenly mus!

ne>e are tile women,
i.-itin^^r, irresi^tihle!""

aid C'omle Oetav ^\ 'who are

Ai,.i lie hivai

// "ItOI inc.)

lie melancholy as he thuu'dit of lii> nvn wife.



J00
•\ <<»! i;ri;s\\s likr

.\-

li

"' ''•'' III'' n.Min, M,„

^\'iiili' lic,iiiti,.s

-;i\c" :i-—
N:';;:;;';:,;:;i::';;r;^:;;":

—--pirnii.'
'I.-- ••!' III.' C.in.'icr-.-

[XT tililt

;!a.•.,^,...^,,,,n,.:M,,.,:;^,;:;;::;;;:/^'-7'-'^

•l"'-lnr,-. M.i,.„i,. , ,„
\'-'-'-'Imi., to ,.,.r,;,i„ ,„,,!-

'•'•^"1 M,;,nv tin,,,, i,,,,,,, I
,

• ';"'"'
' '"""''•• '••"l :uul ,v-

with JnlM.f/^
i-,.;„..,Mrnp|

r K'„„K„. ,,,„,^, ,„ ,„,

'''lii> is uliiii \w wrut,.:—

'''""f '" iu'..vi(l,> for.

"And I c-iriu'^dv i,,.,r M,,,, -: , , , .

fi

"'rr' "!
""

f ."> ^1.., -,.. ,„„. „„„„.„„„ ,„„^
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•|'M->t, t.. Mm.H'ur |-.\l,i„-. Carl,,. ||, .,.,,,,. I duvet tlir

i"'^'""" "I III" Mill! oflhiv.. Iinn.ln.l ihuusiu.l fr.-.iu- S,.-
;-l' . '•• .MnM>i,.nr I,. |;,-,nMM|,. Nurin^vn tl,,, MiMM.r fnurt.vM
""""''.'' """-•""I f'-an,>. |...~ .,.v,.n hun-ln.,] .-mhI tICtv tlmu-

••A- NiiiscNil l.-ai,v ,o Madrnini.M.ll,. KmIut (;„!,M.rk I

,

'' '"iiiraih li,.. >„,„ ,,f -,.vni Iniinlr,! ;nid >ixtv tlicw---' tianr, „,,1,, l;nnnl„r.\Mliun-nr P;,,,. forilir fuuiuli,-
"'""'•"'lN..v,.,,„.,,,|u (lr,lu.n,.,lt<MlH.n-,.n|',MiMi,-„n.s-

""''V^''"'"''-"'"'' "•'"~^'l^'''li"i'-lif.'nf,,,.,,,„!nii,.
-I .Uu l.,.,,u,,,il, ,u ih,. .\~vlnn,. M'l'.n- ;I„. M„n of monev

'""
'

""''' .'"' ""' !""•' li.-i- "f a crrlitlrair fur .lividnuls f. the
'

'
"' ''"''. l'""i--nMl rraiM-iirr.iinnnn ii, (Ivr prr (vnt^

"'".'''''' """"" '" !" 'l-'\nt,.,l ,.v,.,.v >ix ni.Mlllw to thr ,V-
I ;.i,M,n.T^ lur .!, l,i> not .Acvdm- Iwo iho„sind fran<-.

1- l-i'''l "I Am In,;,. 1,, scl.vt th.. iuo>I IVsp,vtaM,. of Mich

-i 1"^: Mon>i,.nr d. Seri^y ,o devote th,. si,,„ of fnriv
-.i>,ii„i trail, -s 1,. ,.,v,tiii^r ;, ,nMniiin,.nt t,. Ma,l,.ni,)iM.lk.'-''• i" 'I';' I'.^iM.rn eeinet,.rv. an,l I deMiv to h,. h,iri,.,l hv
'" "" "" '""'I' » '" I'" liK,' an aiiti,,ii,. tomb -^.niare
'":'"";"'-,"" 1.v>m;x th,.,voM. in uhiten.aHd,.. the h.^uN ,.n
!-'">-. ili(; ha.i.l.- foh!,,! and raised to iieav,.n. There is to
•'" ''" ni-trioiioii whaU'Xcr.

-i 1h :s MonM,M!r d,. S/ -izv to -ive to Monsieur ,1e I?asf i.i^nac

my room as a reiiienihraiiee.

^y

- '" loil,'i->,>l that

• An'l .T- a n !P,.„,hran,-... I h.-^r ,„v exeeiKor to a,r,"„t my
i-.irv Ml hM,,ks a.- a -ift fr,,in ui,'.

•'I.I
( ii:v ('ii\i;i)()v f)i: Rfi!i;.\ti'i;i:.'

'

'"-^ Will was inelosed in n letter ai

''•anvill,.. Puhlie Pmsi
~sed to Monsieiir

ill I'ariM a< foil ou's

:

ofutor in the Supreme

i: Li: r'oM'j'i':.

—

!'' I'lv Will in V

f -ha!!

our han,l<. W i''!i you op,'n this
no nior,.. [„ niv ,leM-re to l,e free. I mad

III



I
lO'J A CUllirLSAN-.s I,UK
such r.,u;ir(ll\ rcjilh- in MMii^niir ( 'aiiiii.-ni'.- iii.-itlions ([ii.'..-

'"'"-> lli'll. ill >|illi Ml |||_\ iniindlirr, | ||m>, HimI inv-rll' ,.i|.

••'";^!'-'l 111 -.1 (ii-L.M;ii I lul in.il. i'i^rii if 1 \\i\v a.i|uillnl, ,i

lii.lIIMlr-- hl'r Uutlld ll. Ill rjurlll i,V I 1 11
) M i -m I , || |n II,

,
111 \l,A

t'T llir .ijUIUiili.- ,,l' ihr Unriil.

"I lii'ir VDii to tr,iii--iiiii ihf nil Iu-mI Iriiir i,, ih,. Aliij.'

C.irl".^ Ilcnvra uiiimnt njKuii!- il. mil ili'li\,-i' (., .\|,,iim,.ui

( Wlllil-.l ihr I'ulliKil 'Vlrailliill 1 al-u rlicln-r.

"I ,-iiji|iM-,' no ,,iu uill ilan- In iiiv-iK ilic -..il ,,[' a |>aikil

ai|'llV--.<i| 1,, s,,|i. Ill lill> lirlicf I lii,| \.,!| n.ilcll. nirrnil- \.i||

lll\ lirH Iv.-j.K I- r,,r ihr \u~\ tlllir, ami Li-'-.n^r \,,l| to lif||r\f

liial III u ritih- lo Will I am v:'i\ in- }oii a tiik.ai of inv m'alitiiili'

lor all \\\v kiiiiliir,-,- \ou lia\c .-liouii to \oiir d.vra-fil huuiijlc
KTvaiit,

1.1
I 11. N i)i; li."

"To till' .[lilir Ciirlix llifni'ii.

"Mv iii:\i; Ai;i;r:.— I havr iiail onlv JM'ia'lit- I'roiii vnii. ami
I lia\o II. ira\id voii. Tjiis iii\niii.itar) iM-raiitinlr i> killing
iiio. an.l u Ian von ivail tlir,-r Imi- 1 >liall lia\r rra.-i il to cxiM.
^ "U aio llol hriv \\i>\\ lo -.wv iilo.

-Voii hail ;,M\r!i 111- I'll!! lilMftv, if 1 >li,,iiM linil it a<l-

v;iiita.L'i-ou-, toil.Mroy voii l,v ll iiii:iii-- voii on ih,. Kroiniil likr

a ci^Mr-ianl : Imi< ! ha\r ruiM.Nl \o|i I ;, Mnnd.T. 'j'o ,-, ajic

from a iliniciili_v.il. iinloil hy a clc\cr i|iii>tioii from thccvaiiiiii-

'".- ,jiii|-v, yoiii' ..,n hy ailo|i!inn ai'il •.<:v\Ur vr\i\ over to ihc
sidi' of thoM' who aim at kiliin- \oii at am,- i-o-t. and iii>i.-t oii

provin;: an idcnniy. uhi,|| 1 know to he iinjio~,-ihlc. In'twcen
yon and a ['rcnch villain. All i- -aid.

"Hctuccn a man of \onr calihiv and nu.— iiic of whom voii

tried to make a -ivalcr man that 1 am ca|ialdc of hciiii,^— no
foolish M'niinient can conic at the iiiomriit of linal ]>artin_'.

^ "II hop.d to make iiic powcrfnl and famous, and vmi lane
tin-own nie into ihe -nif ..f viii,.|d,.. ,],.|t i- all.' I have
loiiL'' licard the hroail [Hiuoii> of that verti.iro boatiii"- over
uiv head.

fc. \
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A:- \n\[ liaVl' Mirilcl illir- >.lul, lInTr ;.- lllc |in-IiTit\ of ClMl
.1:1 ill'' |"»lfnl_v of AIh'I. Ill I he :iT;it liiiin.iii drama Cam

:i .ippi.r-itin!i. \,,\i aiv (jr., n. . ,| rrmii Aiiaiii llin»ii<rh

' ilil'. Ill ulll. h ill.' iJi'Vll >llll I'.lli- llic lirr nl' willcll till"

-jMik ua.- iiuii;,' on Kw. AiiiMh;; ih,. i|ciii,,n~ ,,1" thiii

" '. I loin time to Illlir Wf -re uMc of >! II Jti'lldoll,- JioWcr,
•

: ii|i c'MT\ I'lTiii of human i'iM'r;:\, ami rocmMnii,'
i' o i. li lii'ii-t-. ,,f ilir il>'.-ri't, u lio-r \ iialitv iloiiiaml- the
-;'!''- llii'V liial tliiTi'. Siuli men .im a,- ilan;,^i'n«us as

"Hill Im' 111 iisi' hoarl of .\..rmaiHl\ : tliev mu.-i have
:''',> ami ihrv ijovoiii- conimon nioii ami n-op tlir moiicv

•• '"''• 'lii'ir -|H.ri is >u (laiipToii- that at last tlu-y kill

!, ' h :!ti!.|.' (io;.r whom iliov liavc takfii for a comjianion ami

'^^^'11 it is (ioiT.^ will, tlusc tiiy>(.rioiis hciiij^'s mav ho a
^•'

- -m .\llila. Cliarli'mauMii'. Maliom.-I. or Xa|Mi|coii ; hui

;
ill- leave- a Lifncral mn of ihe-e >tii|)endous tools to rust

' -' lioiiuni of ihi' oeean. the\ are no uKjre than a
i' j.iiM-li, I. a l-'oiielie, a l.on\('l. or the Ahbe Carlos Ilerrera.
'i

!
'! uilh imnienx' [xiv.er o\er tenderer soul-, tliev entra[)

''' ami maiie-le tlii'iii. it is ;.'raml. it is tim— in its wav.
I' I- the poisonous plant with ^'orLTeou.- coloring that
' - il'ales ehililren in llie woo(l<. It i- ihe poetrv of evil.

1' 'i like you oU,i;llt to (I'Aell in eave> and ne\er come out of

l'"i!- V.iii ha\e made me live that va>t life, and 1 have had
id III', -hare of existence: so 1 mav very well take mv liead
"^' "f the (lordian knot id' your policy and slip it into the
''

' '^iii.u' knot of niy era\at.

"To repair the mi>cliicf 1 ha\e done. T am forwardinir to
''< pal. lie prosocutor a retraction of my depo-jtion. You
v.:l know how to take aiKantatre of this document.

"'" \irlne (,f a will formally drawn up. restitiitioji will
I'e made. .Monsieur r.Mihe. of the moriev- lielon.Ldnir to vour
"''''' chilli you so imprudently devoted lo mv use, as a
^•':'' iif your paternal aifection for me.
"A:id so. farewell. Farewell. eoIo<sil imaire id' luil and

' -: ip'.ion; farewell—to you who. if started on the ri<dit

f '•Ih

1

3



l>H A «'<)iini:sANs Mil:

v<<u<\. nil-Ill li;i\r 1,1,11 ;,'rc,ii.r liiaii X iiiini,-. ^rivai.T llt.iii

''"'"'"'"•
"> "11 li:i\i' krj.t \,,lir |.ru|||l-r-. | |iii,l |||\-,)f

""•'• '•""'' Jii-f '- I ^wi.- ]„ |,,iiik- ,,{ ill,. ('Ii.iniil.., -itNT
fi'j.iviii;r. !) >niir li,||., ill,. I'll, haiiliii, •III- ,.1' a ,lr,.;iin. Hat.
IIMlnltini;i|,.|\. ii |, ,,,,( ,,,,„ III ill,. „;,|, ,., ,,|' ,11^ |,,|I|\,. |,!,,,,.

'''" ' -''•'II 'il'.V.ll III,. , IT,,!-. ,,r ;| |„,\ ; !,,,( 1,1 III,. ,S,.||„._ .,,„|

iny ii,i|i' I, a n-il i:i thf ( Dm u'i-i^iti,'.

"""" ""I I'.uM'i 111,-: iii\ I i.iiiiiiijii r.,r \,)ii is a- L,Mval a-
iiiv .iiliiiual pui.

"I-n ii.N."
" fic'iintiili'iii.

''I. tlir uihliT-iu'iH',!. h,-ivl,v ,|,, laiv thai I ivtrait. uiili.iiit

r''>''nali..ii. all ihal I ,1, |„,>,-,1 at ,||\ ,'\,,ni i ii.il i,.ii ln-,|;u i„

-

I'"!',' \|((ii-iiiir ( '.timi-,ii.

"Th" AM.,'. C.irl... ij, rivi-.a .ilu,i\ ~ lall,.! Iiiiii-r| f mv ^[urit-

"li'l I'iiili'T. an.
I I \v,i^ ini»l,,| \>^ i!,,. \v.,r,l lailu-r ii-,,| m

•"'"•'"•' "'•II-'- l'.\ 'li'' .|i!i1l;v. II,, ,|,,ula uii(|,r ,i iiii,-a].|,ivli. ii-

Moll.

"' 'ii'i •nvarr ihat. f..r poliiu-.-il I'liil-. ami I,. (|ii.a-.|i ,-,Tlain

Mr."l> , .,iHcrnin- tia' (\ii,iii.'i- ,,f S^ain am! ..f liif 'I'liilia-irs

.«(>iiic nh-.-iiiv i|;|,|,,|ii,ini- auiail- Hi,, I i,, ^]\,,\\ ilmt ih,. ,\\.{„'

Carlos II,Tr,Ta\\a> a rnr-rriiain,(l.lar,|iir.-( ',,1111: :l,iil llicAl,!,,'-

Carln- Il,nvra m\,'rio|il im' an\ ihiii:.' alion! ih,' nialtfr .'X-

''|"il',-' 'll'lt Ii'' \^:i- 'IniliLT lli- 1h-1 1,, ,,l,laill cviiliMlcr ,,t' lllf

ilea ill tir of ihr cipi iiiiicil (.\i>i,ai( f iif .laiijiii',- ( nil in.

".\T TIIK ri,NrlF:i!,;K|;ir., .V,,/ v,th, is:!o.'

"LrciiA- III; K'liiKMiMii'.

Tin- fcvia- fur -iiicid,- Imil u'ivi'ii I.iicii'ii iinnn'ii-f elcar'n'--:

"f iiiiiid. ami tli,' -u ifim-< of liani! familiar \i> aiitlmrs in the

f,'\,'r (if cnnipi.sitioii. Tlir iiii|ictn- wa.- sn stnuiLT uitliiii liini

that ill,-,. f,,iir ,|,„i!iiirn!> \\cri' all urittcn uitli'in lialt' in

lioiir: li,. fiiji!,.,! ilu-rn in a wrapin'r. fastened with wiifirs. on

wliiili li,. imprc--, ,1 wit!) i!ii. -frcnLrlli of (Iplirinin tlic cMat-

of-anii- ,.ni.'-ra\,.(! ,,ii a -,.:i|-rin:_r 1|,. wm.,.. ;iti(l h,. ihcn jjiKi tlic

pack..| very (•nii-[»i<-!ic,ii>!\ in Hi,, riiiddlc ..f the llimr.
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Crri, Hilly if winild |i;i\,. |„.,.|| iin|i....|Mf tn cnrnlu. t luiii>. If
.wii, -ivaliT .li;:riit>. Ill III,, r.,1 ,. |„,-iti,.ii to uhuh ,iil llii>

'"".^ ''•"' '''I I'liii: lir U.I. ivMiiiii;; 1,1- iii,in..r\ fr„„, „|,.

'lllilli. .111.1 IV].;|irill- llir iniurv .l.,llr \n Ins ilM'..in|.lur, >,,

1 !• Ihr Wll of .1 111,111 ,,|' th,. u,,| 1,1 , ,,1,1,1 ,|||||,|\ ,1,,, ,.,.,,,1, „(•

V'> t- tnistfuliio-.

il l.ii. i-ri li;id lirni i;ik,.n Imi k In oiw <,( ih,. i,,u.r v<\l<,
ilM Imsr ImmII Ulr,k,,| ..|i |||, 1 1 1 ,

|
„ ,- , I M 1 1 1 X nf calTMII-

M- iiii.iHioii-. r.ir thuM. liMX,- ,,f iiM-niin h'.ivc n.. ri'irm"
'

i'Hl a >ort uf cillip-lMij ;||h1 ,-, |,,||| f,,,. ||,,,.,,,|,-v UM->.
"""'' '- ""' ' "•"!• Il"l ' < liair. IIMl r\r!| ;, Moul. 'nir',;irn|.-
'I I- >M liriiilK livd ih.ii II I- iinpn.Mhl.. lo 111. .v.- II null, lilt

" •'""mil >'{ |,-,|„,r tlijii ,|„, u.inl.T umij,! i„,i f.iil |.. ,!.-[r,i,
"' ii-nn-l.,iriv,| |irr|,liiilr i.v aluiiv> u|icii. Iinlrnl. it" a

-•"• r IIInIlT Ml-|.|< Mill ^rjv,. ,.,.;|..,,„ f,,|. ||n,.a>|ii,.-s:. h,. j,

'1 l'\ .-I ;.'ri!(iarim' nr a rnii-i,il,|,..

'" '" !"'i\ali' Ilium- fur wlnrh |Mi-u|ir|-- j,av. aii.l in that
'! I.ii'i.ii h.iil |„,.n iMnvr\r,l In the jud,L'.'",- ciiurtc-y in

' ''- '"'" l"'l"!i-li:- lu Ihr lipjMT r.mk- ,,( M.cirtV."tlli'
'']' '"''• 'iil'l''. ^iii.l .hair iiiiirlit -m.. t.) ,;irrv ..iit lii> piir-

'
I' -iii.i.Ir. ili.amli ih.'V har.llv ina.].. it ..i-y.' Lucicii u.uv

'
'

'I :: hliic Mlk 111., klif. iin.! nii hi- way h.a, k fnun cxaiiiina-
';"' '" ^"'- ili'''a<lv in.Mlitalinu' .,n th,. iii..aii- hv uhi..Ii
I'l' h..-ni, 111. .IV ,,r |,.>- \..!iiiit,irilv. i.ii,|,.,| his .Jav^. Srill. t..

• hiiii-..|r. a man imi-i lin.j ji pimhaM.. 'a,i,l lia\c a
III >pa.-.. h..|u....n it an.] l!i.. -nniml f,,,. |,is f,.,.t i,, tjml

' " -iinixirt X.,u- ih.. uin.|,,u- ,,f |,|- ni..,ii. lo.ikiiii: ..iif «ni the
" .'''''• ''"' II" lian.!!.. t.i th.' ra<t.'iiini:: ami ih,. h.-irs,

f\...| ..iitsi.l... \v..|.,. ,livii!.-.| fi-,,m Iii< reach hv ih.. tliick-
r the wall, and could ii..i h.- u>i'i] f..r a -iipporf.

I IMS then, wa-^ tli.> [.Ian hit ii|.on hv Lii,.i,.n to put hiin-
:; ..f th.' \v,,rhl. Th.. Ii.KirdiiiLr of th.' hiuvr i.art ..f tli(x

^

'''^. whicli prcv.nic.l hi- s.M'iinr niit into tli.. van]. al<..
••!<.] flic warders oiit-i.l,. fn.ni sivini: uliat \va',- dnii,- in

'y !""in: hut wliilc the I.uv.t p..rtinn .,f tlic uimh.w wa- ro-
"l hv two thiik p]ank<. tli.' !i[ip..r part ..<" h.,ih liah.'^ stili

-1 "illi -mall jiaiiep. licld in place liy tlic cros.-; pjeoe.-^

'W

1 1

I
;
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iii uliicli they were m'I. Uy .-taiidin^' on iiis table Lucicii

could i-cach the glaznl jiarl of llu; ujikIow, aiul take or bivak
oiil two panes, .-.i a^ lo have a liriii pdiiit nf attachment in

till- any-le ol' the hiuir bar. liduiid ihis Iw wuuld tie Ins

eiavat, luru ii'iiiid once to ligiiirii it round his ii.m k

J'lrr securing it liindy, and kick the taide Troni under his

feel.

He drew the taiib' iii) un.lcr ilic wiiidi'u wiihutit niakiii"

any ikh.-c, todk nif hi^ coal and v,ai>t(oat. and g(it on the talik'

unlie.-itatiiigiy tn bnak a pan.' aho\c and one hdou' llic inui

crii>.— Iiai'. .Siandiiig im ihc laiili'. l,c cMiihl hmk out aem-s
tlic yard on a magical wt-w, wlmh he ihcii hchcM for the

iir>l time. 'I'he ( i.i\rriio|- of iho jii';>o:i. in dcrrrcnec to .Mmi-

si-'iir <'amn^.it"> rc(jiic.-t ihai he .-houhl deal as leniently a.- jmk--

sihle Willi Ini( icn. had led him. a- wc have seen, thi'oiigh the

daik pa-.-agc- ot' llif ( 'oiii-iergirie. entered from the dai'k

vault oii])o>.iie the 'I'our d'ArLJiiit. thus avoiding the i\-

liibilioii of a \oi:i!g man of fa-liiuii lo tlie crowd id' |>ri>oiirrs

airing liH'm>cl\e.-- in ihe yanl. It \\\\\ he I'oi' the readrr to

judge whether the a^jjcct of this promenade was not Midi as

to appeal deeply |o a pot'tV solil.

Tlu yard (d' the ( 'oiiciiMgerie {'\\(]< at the ipiai lietweeii lln'

Tour d'Aigeill and the 'I'olir iiollbiM-; thus the dl-tailce he-

tweeii them exactly >ho\\ .- fi^mi the out>ide the width of the

]ilot of gi'oMiid. 'I'he coi'ridor calird die (lalerie de Sain.t-

Louis. Viiiieh oMiTid- from the (ialei'ie Marchaiide t<i llie

C'<iurt of Appeals and ihe Toiir llonbee— in which, it is said,

Sainl-I.oni-' room >iill r.\i,-is—may enable the curious to

estimate ihe depth of the \ard. as it is cd' the same leiiglii.

'J'lm> the dark cells ami the pri\ate I'ooms are under !l;c

Galerie .Mardiand". And (^)iicen Marie .\iitoinette, win--.'

du,;geon Avas umb-r t!i.' |)iv>ent ivlN. was comliicted to ihc

pre,-.eiice of the le'voliitionary Tribunal, which held it- -::-

imgs in the place ulimv the Coiirl of .\ppeals now perfi'ini';

lis solemn function-, up a horrible tlight of «iop>, now ii'^'i'

UM'd. ill the veiy ihickni'-s (d' the wall on which the (iab/nf

Marchamle is buiii.
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On,, side of the i^rijon-yard—ihat on which the Hall of
>,!iiii-i.nui.- r.iniis the iiiM lloor—displays a loiii,' row ol"

(r.iiiic (uhmins, hciuccii wliiih ihr arcliite(t> nf 1 know iiol

uii.ii jM riod have buili uji two llo.irs of crll- to actoiniiiodali;
.i- hi,my jirisoniTs as iinssiblc, by chokiiig (he cajHtals. lite

.in ::i-. ,i;:<l ihi' vault- <if this iiia;,Miilic('iit cloister with phisUT,
l'.'ii..l l..ii|iii(i!(s. jiiid iiartitiui;.-. Ctu^.r the room kiiuwii n.
Ill- r.ii.iiht (1(. Sniiit-Louis, in tiic 'i'dur lloiibce. there is a
^[''''<' -''lii' b'adliii,' to ihcst. th']\>. 'l'lii> (Icu-i-adalion of oiio

"! iii'' iiniiii'iiinriiil biiiJdiims (.f France is hideous to behold.
Ii-'.'n I lie hei.ulit al wliieli l.tieiiMi v.a- .-lauding'- he saw

liii- rluiMrr. anil the details of ibe buildiiii,^ iJuit joins the
lu.. ii,uer<. ill >liar|) [ier>|,eetive : befi,r(. Iiim were the pointed
i:)p- of iJH. towers, lie .-.tdod amazed: bis suicide was jiost-

|'"ii'd III Ins admiration. 'I'be plienonieiia of balliieiiiation
lie Ml ihc.-e days -I) fully reco;:iiized by the medical faculty
i!.;il ilii> iiiirauv ef tl;e senses, tliis straii^^. illusion of the
iiiiiid i- beynnd di:-|mt,\ .\ ma;i under llie stress of a feeling
uliirli liv its inteii>ily ha> become a monomania, ofti.n finds
iiiiii-clf in tile frame of mind to uliicli opium. lia.-lic(.sli, or
i!i<- |iinlic\yde of azote mi^-lit hav(. biviuu-lit him. Spectres
iiyiMi-. pbantoms and di-eains take >liape. lliini:s of the past
I"-'' .laain as once tluy were. Wbal was lait an image of
I'l' I'l'.-iin liei-uiies a mnviiiir or a living objei-t. Scii.nee is

i;"'' lieginning to believe that under the action id" a paroxysm
"i' ii.i--ion the blood ruslio to tlie brain, and that such con-
^i-ii.^n lia> llie terrible etreet> of n dream in a waking state,
-.i^ii.'i-M. ale we to re;:ard tliouglu as a jiliy>ieal and geiiera-
!:w I'.irce. ( ,Sc(. Loi(l.-< Laiiiljvrt.)

l-.!iien >aw tile buildin:: in all its pristine beautv : the" 'ilea- v,ere nev,-. >lender and bright; Saiiit-i-ouis" Palace
'""' b. fore him as it had once a]»peared : lii. admired its
'• ' I'l'iiaii prnporlions and Oriental I'aiiey. He took this

' :::i-ile vi>io)i a> a poetic fareweli rmm civilized creation.
\' vii making his ar'angeineiits to die. be wondered how this

' -r architecture (oiild e\i>l i;i I'ari- mi uiierh iiii-

a. lie was two Lucicns—one Lucieii the poet, wander- n
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irifr tliroii,!,^! the Middle .\'/y< mulvr the v.iults and the turrets
of Saiiit-J.ouis, the other J.udeii ready for juieide.

Just as ^^lltl^ieur dc Granvilh' had ended ;,nvinj,' his in-
stnietioiis to the youii^' srerdary, the Covenior of Uie Coii-
eier:,^(Tic eaiiic in, and the expn-sioii of liis face was sueli as
to <x'\\v the puhlie proseeiitor a pre>cntiincnt of disister.
"Have you nn't Monsieur Camu-ot r" hi' a>k<'d.

'•X<\ Tiionsicur."" said ihr (i.iwrnur: -hi.- eln-k ('(M|uart in-

stnietod nie to .-rive th.' Ahhc' Carlos ;i private room and to
liberate >ronsieur de Ii'uiienipre—hut it is too late."

'(iood (i(„| : u hat has hap|)ened 'r"

''Here, monsieur, is a letter for you which will explain the
catastrophe. 'I'he v.anler on duty in the pi'i-on-vard lu'ard a
noi>e of hreakin.LT .-lass in the upper rM.iui, and Monsieur
LMeien's next nei.Ldihnr >hi-iekin.Lr wihll\, for he heard the
youn.ir man's dyiii;,^ >iru.iz-l( -. The wai'der came to me pale
from the >\;j:M that met hi- eyes. He t'ound the prisoner
han.ired from the window hai' hv his necktie."

'I'liouLih the (io\( i-'ior spoki' in a low voice, a iV'arful scream
from Madame de .Srrizy sliowed thai under stress of feelinir
our fai-ullies are incalculahly keeu. 'I'he Countess heard,
or ^nies-ed. I>efnre Monsieur de (liMiiville coMld turn round.
or Monsieur de i!auvan or her hu>hand <(aild >top hov. -hi'

lied like a Hash out of the door, and reae!:,.d the (ialerie

M;ircliande, whei'e .-he ran on to the stairs leadin.u' out to the

i>ue de la liarillerie.

.\ pleader was takin.s oil' his <:o\\u at the door of one of the

shops which from time immemorial haw choked up tin-

arcade, where shoes are sold, and ,<:owns and caps kept for

hire.

'I'he Countess asked the \\:\y to the Coneierfrprie.

'•(io down the step- and turn to the left. The entrance
is froui the (,)iiai de rilorloire. the fii'st archwav."

'•'i'hat uoman is vvazv." said the slu^p-woman; "some one

ouLdit to follow her.""

But no one could hav(> kept up with Leonfino; she flew.
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A physician may explain how ir is tliat these ladies of
f.i-lii.in. \vh(.se stren-tlj never finds enipinymeiit, iv\eal sueh
|i' u. r- in ihe eritieal niotncnts df life.

The Countess niched >o >uifily thnni.irh the archway to
iIm' ui.ket-;:ate that the <,n'ii(larnie on sentry did not see her
N.iv-. She Hew at the i)anvd irate like a t'.'atlier driven hv
ill'' wind, and shook the iron bars with such furv that she
iriukc llie one ^lle ;:raspcd. 'rhc hent ends were thrust into
li-r hreast, making ilie hlood tlow, and she dropped on the
.iTMiiiid. shrieking. "Oprn it, open it I" in a lone that struck
|| \-rnv into the warders.

The gatekeepers hurried on
'•pen the gate— the |)iiblie prosecutor sent me—to save

I ill' di'ad man !
"

Wiiile the ("ountess was going round hy the Kue de la
li.inllerie and the (,)uai dc rilorioge, Monsieur de (iranville
ii'i'! Mnii^ieur de Seri/y went down to the Conciercerie
'!nn;ii:li the iinier pas>ages, uspecling I.eontine's ])urpose

;

I'lii Mniwithstaiuling iheir haste, they only arrived in time to
^'v !ier fall fainting at the outer gate, w'here she was picked
lip hy two geiidarines wiio had come down from the guard-

"II seeing the (Jovernor of the prison, the gate was opened.
•"•! Ill" Countess was carried into the ollice. Ijut >he stood up
Hill ill! on lier knees. cla>ping her hands.
•Only to see him— to see him! Oil! I will do no wrong!

I'lii!
1

1' \(iii do not want to see me dii' on the spot, let me look
•i! I.iaien dead op living.—Ah. my dear, are vou here?
(I...,.,. Intween my death and

"

~^'"e -ank in a heap.

^ "U are kind." she said : "I will always love yon "

'''.irry her away," said Monsieur de Banvaii.
'•\e. we will go to Lucien's .-ell." said Monsieur de (Jran-

^ii'e. reading a fiur])ose in Monsieur de SiTizy's wild looks.

And he lifted up the C'ounti'ss. ami took her under one
i!in. while Monsieur de Bauvan supported her on the other
-ill".

:t.
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'•Mnnsu.n-- >ai,| ,|„. („„,,. .1,. s,..,xy to .h. (lov.rnor

'"'."'"", -^''^ ^"''^ 'I'"
I'

• man, and whil,. .l./i. „„.

' ';"'^"1'^" l'l'">'ui.t,"n.,.l,:..l,l„.(n„nt; "IVav s,.ml

^j\V...n.au.|n,nv..,;-sn,l,lH^

-j'h
'

u "^
'''''^'''"' ""' ""-l"''^-' I-'- '•-Hl^.iiific aic uav. nl ivslorum- \i\'< -"

,,,;!;;:'/'"
''''^'^-"'' "" -^^•l-'mn, alon^r, .ryin. to th.

'•('ol I"' on, conir fa.u.r—on,•' sc(()i;,| may cost tliive

-.•-,,an,n,,asHH.n,l,l,:.Ho,h..,.,,,,,.,,,n,,,,^^^^^^^
IH

.na.l..a.i,mi,-,,,uan!.|,,n,a.,r,,.,,,,.,,ra.vl,iman,ldnr:

;;,::;'';
i';'^'-

;'''/''' ';'•'•-
• iino,..i,i,.n,o,i;..;.;:^

Miiick>an.l a m.m ,,1 panic in h,.,- i!,n,at
i-u.n,,nn,c ,a,c._,h,..a.U.in.,ak^
>.a

n,lH.(o,:n,.,.a^•,a,,..l,.,l^.i,an,ikn,v|,n,lnl,c,
M

.

^Inn.,..,M-.l,. ianvan.,.nloir,o,V,,.h a.!..,,HMo.iv,."" 'IK' <ari >Ii(. needed.
The (;,nen,,,rcrH,e(^,„eier^,,,:,, ,,,,,,,„.,,,,.,

^

m-ihenni.T-ale. and s'i\ m- lo In'. , lerk •

„,.';^;;
?'"•"' "''^ N-'-"''^ "- '^^".are .,f wn.nd.t iron.

>
u epn,i..rlv,e.,ed.ande.,MahM-,.esnn,:and\eMl,,:.,.

".I- ;i llau- ni tiiat liar.

^I-nnenr de,;nn,. die onreiurnin;.,,^
>... ,ons,o^,ve,„h,.pnva,eseere,ary. MassolJ.appilv.Had noi \et arrncd. ' 1 1 .

S.-n after Monsieur de CJn.nviIJe had left, anxious to ^ro
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.. "< Mniisi.iir (Ic S,ri/v. .Ma.v-ol ,;mii(. and found !ii.< ally
' li.ir-rliM'iir in thr |iiil)lic pfii.M'cntDr's Court.

••.M\ drar friluu."" >aid ilic ynun.i,^ .M'crciarv. "iryou will do
111.' .1 -ivai J'a\or. _\nu will |,iii what | <liitatr to you in your
iri::'/r to-niuii-nu ui'.dri' ihc licadiriir of Law Reports;' you

' in ( ''MijioM' tile hradiii-'. Write now."'

Aiid he dictated a> lullows:—
-ll ha> Ixvn a.-crrtaincd thai tlic I)cin<H.--cllc K.-tlicr (iob-

-vk killed iier>elt' of her own (vi;- will.

•M"n>ieiir Lueien de IJuliein|ire satisfactorily proved an
"''"'• •""' 'll- innocent ( leaves hi.s arrest to be re;,'retted. all
li.e more hecau>e ju.-t ;is the exaininin.i,^ .jiKiu''' liad ^Mven the
"pi. I- l'.)r his release the youn-- -cntli'inan died .-udtlenly."

"i iiicd not point out to you," said the youn;,' lawyer to
M:--M, how necessary it is to preserve al/solute sileiiee as
1" liic httle service re(|uer-ted of von."

">in.e it i^ you who do me the honor of so much con-
I d.Mce. replied .Massol, 'allow me to make one oh.servation.
'llii- ['ara-raph will <;ive rise to odious conunents (ui the
I .i!i''M' (if ju>tice

'•liiMiee is stroller eii,,u,i:h to hear them," said the voun<r
..M.iriie to thi' Courts, with the pride d." a comin.L-- nui,i,n.vtruto

"•liihd l,y .Monsieur de (iranville.

•Allow me, my dear sir: with two sentences this dillieulty
t'l^iv he a\oided."

\ -d ll]

-The f.

el

c journalist-lawyer wrote as follows:

—

nils of the law have nothin.ir to do with this sad
I. '1 he jKist-innvlcm e.xaminaiion, which was at once

'I-'!-, proved that sudden death w
:n>m in il^ last st,

'•! lieeii up-et hv his arrest, deail

as due to the rupture of an

{uhempre>n-ii'ur Lucieii de 1

1 mu>t have ensued sooner.
are iii a position to stale that, far fn. in heiiu

I'll into eustodv. t!
I at bein^if tak

lanient. only !au,udied at it. and told those wl
'III F'oiitainebleau to I'

(lis

ic youni: man, whom al

lo t^scorted

d.

lit before a iiui„'istrat

;iri.- that as >ooii a^ lie \\:\Y

e bis innocence would be acknowl-

Hil
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''That saves if, 1 (liink?" said Massol
lou arc pcrlVctIv ri.rht."

X..U t,. tl,; ,rn.a, „.,|,.,ity, as to ,1„. n.uro choice roa-W

mo c .Hul J a.ranl, u. sp.te of tiu.,- villainous lives ,„,;

furiosi t v.
^ ^'"o.iKh to make their fate u matter o"

'"!;;/••'"" ^^i"' >Ii"se of ,h,. hi.,,;,,, ,,,„,-"
I'om the hulks

..;^^.r':i';r;:';r;:!;:'::r::;;'-r-r

H'!. END OF PART I.

lii;
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INTRODUCTION*

iMili'iirrajiliic;!) iiif(.riii:ii

1 in-inriiijl i:>ii (|(. \',-iiiinn"

i"ii uith n-,inl lo "La Dcrniere
li.is \nvn ,i:i\t'ii ill the 1 lit rod lie-

ti"ll to the |MV(c.(|iii^r \,,lii|lM.. iis well iis inf
L'.IP! Im |||,,-t ul" the 1-1

• '•li'lllr.- ('(ill

oriiiatiuii with ro-

I'lniclirs. Uilii-Liipiii, ih,. pivaj of
in, Mill hi' inci a-ain in '-IVtc Ooriot" ; Srlrrier

il-il'-SiMc. will li,. iiifiiii iiiii'd iic.)(].)iv Calvi will
.ii'!";ir in

•

i!'i I'urtlicr

play

/.' - /, III I ill

-\.v D.'piit.'' (r.\rcii5," hut iiiusl. (»i tli(> ((.iivic

l>loi/fs was first printed in La Pnssr, July Ml,
T tlio title of '-La 1

li •ip|ii-;irril

t'liiiiii' Siipericurc." In 1S;5S

in two volumes aloii^' witli "La TorpiJIe" ( see
irs vi Miseres") jind "La Maison Xwcin^ren." It

ili'd into ihrce jiarts, containinir in all twelve chapters

•nil a eoncliision, not liitlierto

l.'^lti the storv entered the

suppressed. In this f(

. was added

de la Vie V iirisienne" under the title "Les b.

V i;,ii

"I la Feinnie Superieiire."" the .suh-tifle d

ni-

'/M' inserted ill it f

isa])peariii^'

onie IrauMiients 1 mni his sketcii.
'" I iiNsiolo'^e de .niiiiove o far as the

vmn], few otluT books in the "t'oinedv" eont,

characters

"'!';- at least no other story of the same lenirth d-

"' i'" lit do not reajipear— f(

Ml le. l.audover. M;

nil so

oes. Some
)r example. S6bastien de la Hoche

my are encountered airain in one

an b

d the two other stories specially concerned with th
oil r^'eoisie

—

'•('esar IJirolte; ui and "Les Petits

'Copyriglit, Uw, l,v Tl iiiinas V. (Towfll i Conin

(ix) (Vol. XXIV
I
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''"""•-'"'-' I'-aii.l.nrr (,n,.i.in,n,,i in ••(„uh.. I',,,,,",
*""''^'"'''

""""'I- ''l'"n. <.'"i,,Mi, .Minunl. I'h.-||,„n
''""'' <-'" '''- '•'•'''>• <-n..t- .,,,1 -S,,!,,.,!,.,..'. ,,

Mi.-iv>
). SailLinl. .ml Ti.iiillirr ;,!| fi^r,,,,, j„ ||„. laii.T

""^"'-
''^' l'.m.-,nl,r,v (M... .1.,, -I,.. (•h„„,-,n>"), M„..i

>!inr. >,n||;,n| uill l„. ,,„-,mnl,.n.l n, th. r,,rinrr. Snu.- l,k.'

•'"'"" ^""' l.'.'l-'inlin. .-iiv n,,Hl,. „.,. ,,r i„ |.,,ili M„„.
'"''"""''"'^ nam, ha- ;,l,v.,lv I,...,, .,., i„ " 1/1 n,,.,.,!;,-,,.,,,

"

V"""
'''^"''^ "'" '" ""•' iii •/. M.iiv.i-." liMlaiil, , alias

'"^'"""'* '''•^ '"•'" 'ri.Miinii.n.l .,r in,.niin,uMi in "I.a Vm-
''"'""• '•^' '^'"-"" '^•" -"•" .-nHl -rnr Fill,. ,rK\v.- an,I
will li.^i.n. in ••(•<-..:,• Bin.ttL'au.- His fri, n.l (i„l,...,-k i^ al-
'••i'iy i<M„u n an.

I

Willi,,. ,.,;..!, UH. ,,f in "(V-ar {•.ir,.tl,.a,r a,„l
"I'fiv (i,,ri,.t." r,,r .Martin Fall.ix. ., • -[.a Mai^.,n
Xn.-iM-,.,,,- r,,r .Ia,,|i„... -Sph.n.l, ,;rs ,., Mimt,.- and -JIh-
«"i'''- 'l''s Tni/,..- AM.,-. <;a,„ln,n l,a> Inrn >rrn in ••i|.,n„r-
'"' '""' ''" "'l'"> -lans la Vir"; La Uri.-.r.. in -M<n\v<i.
Mi.i-MHHi

; Cl.anlin ,l,s Lupraulx m -Sphndrnrs ».t Mi..-.,v-"
•""' "l^"'^^ !"•'': 'l>i r.rucl in •lllu>i„ns lVr.lu,.>- aii,l ...v.thI
"ll";'- M,.n,.-. S,.|MnM,T an, I Hixi,,,, ar,' now .,f cniim. v, rv
familiar p, rM,nai;,s. Mnin.'. ,1,' <'ani|is was Mine. Finniani.l

Afl.T what Iia< I,,..'!! >ai,l ahoilt -Splmdcurs v\ MIkt,-- in
-*'"''•'' ""•'' ''^ l"l'" '"-'1 to .lilalc Mp,.n llu. nuTits of ••|.,,

I'tTiiiiT- Tran~lurn,a!i,,n ,1,. \-autrin- in par.iriiiar. Tl,.'

^•'.-ml pan .,f,|,.. ;,,vat n,.u.| h di^t in.a,i-|„.,]. amon:: „t!,.r
'l'>'iii-. I..r il^a.lnnral,!,. han.llni- „r a f,„.ni „r li,.,i„n ,.Url.
"'"'' ''"'• ''.^- ''" ^""1 <i;ilMM'iau-il„. ,l..i,.,.tiu. ^„„.v. win.h
H;ii/a.-,||,| n.a atl,.n,p, ,n ils pniv and sinipl,. f„rni Juit win, h
'"' '•'"l"''"'l P'-'M... Th.. i!nr,l pan i. ,lisi inLMiisI,.,) hv ii-

>vn,arkai.l,. ,i...,.ripi i,,n ,.r il,,. int,.n~,. slni^-lr lliat talc- pla.v
'"'""" " '"'''^ -'' "" l.-iu- m,] a p,.rson a<T„s,.,| „f a
mm,.. w!„.„,|,a<p,.r.H, Isa.Ta.-p„.<('„IIinan,nK,ta [.u,.i,.n

•!< i.i.l,..mp,v. T),.. f,.urtl, i.< i.,|ually -iistingulslu,..! fnr tk-

(Vul XXIV)
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in

- ' " '''•'•- ii|'"" |"'i>"" lilV. upuii tlic hill. its of malc-
.
:;- .Ii l.ii'p', iiiid u|M.ii ilic ciiihiirnissiiionts tlmt privati-

/ ivM.- nfiiii tliniw ill ih.. \\iiy (if the lllilli^.t(^s of justice.
Ur !i,i\r .ilivinlv Hvii that it iiii-iit have liccii bcttiT if Hiilziic

ii.i'i n- ,1 ilii> [„irt as a .M'paralc .-lory .-(Tvin^' as a Sfijiifl to
I'"

' vrl proper; hut tliis fact slioiiM not jirovcnt us from
'" "' '''•'' i" itj^flf "I.a Deriiierc 'I'l-aiisfortnatioM de V'au-
'n' i; a piece of lietioii eniirely worthy of its author. Ho
li.!.- i.iiviv or never Lciven lis a l»etter worn, than that uhicli
!'-ri'"-. Naiitrin's deseeiit into the prison yard, his nianipu-
l"!j"ii . r his ohl a.-social(>s uho recojuMiize iiini, his smcossfiij

' .-a\e Theodore Calvi, and his complete frustration
Id enemy, Hihi-I.iipin. ivvceUent too are the page.s

ii.it .l-.M-nhe the (in/,>t of the tliieves and tlie murder com-
I! 'P d i:y Calvi— udiieh reiidnds us, hy the way, of the ulfairc

i-'-ii of the "Cure de \'illa^rc.;- Almost eriually pood
inlerviews helween dac(jues Collin and (iranvifle, andI' ihi' e\-conviei and his three subordinates—his aunt,

:
1

!!(. Servicn, and I'accard. .(aecpies in roco.iriiizing

_

'
• -I pays the latti^r hack for the ill turn de.-crihed in one

; ' 4 scenes in iIk second part, and in t!i(> conver.-ation
• ^' ineiii he J. roves himself to he the better man of the

»"• \t I he lomh of Lucieii he .sliows, what we liavo known
!
'l-ii::, that he lias soul as well as intcdligonoo, and tiiat he

' y to I)ecome an in.<1runient of tliat justice which he
. i.erto -.jH'iit his life in circumventing. The jiart he

:• Mnie. lie Serizy's he(]sid<> is not C(pial in interest to

I'l.iyed by that lady when phe burns the incriminating
'•-: !nit allliou,i:h it lacks a great climax, the ^torv t.houM

'

1
!o receive careful attention from students of lialzac,

1' .1st cursory attention from all readers who care for
vwll-niaiiaired fiction. Ft cannot be praised so un-

n. ilv as the other parts of the novel of which it is a far
I 'ejral member, but this nece.-^sary (iiialitication bv no
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nicaiis involves (ii.-|iraisc. It is (il)\iuii.-.|v iiiorc nuli^tic than

its iiiiiiiiiinioii sfiiioiis, yl this i.» |i(nli,il)l\ liih riLirc In ,i

cluiii;;!' of sulijcct iiiiillcr iIniii 1i> .i inii-iinu- . Iiaiiii' iii I'mI-

ZiH-'f Itli'liliKJ III' (nitlllU'Mt.

'I'm iilli;: IliiW to 'l.t'.^ Iitllji|u\('-" Ur liinl (iur-rl\'.« ollllii'.l

to a,-k Hllctllcf It lIcMfVCll ill' ri tl>lln' (r! ill.' j-'MllcrS Ol 'j'i

J'rtssi wlioiiiT ri'l'i-rri-i! to in tl.'' I'nll'iu niu' pa-^aLi'- takci, ;V.rm

It Ifllrr I'l Minr. Ihin>ka tialcil .Iii!\ >. \>'.'i',.

"\ on will ri;iil soiiH' (l;i_v Lii I-'i iniin ,<iipirii iir^ . and if \. r

J have li.nl iiml of a 'I'l'ioii-i anil j-iii.rrr opinion iij" n a coni-

positioii. It i,- ii|(on thai. 'I'lir iHw -imjicr ^'ci- tui'iiiy letter.- uf

(oiii|ilaint |H'i' (lav f|. . |i.'()|il(' \\\\i, ,ir.' -!o[i|iinL' ilie'r hi',-

script ion>, etc., savin^LT that iiothiiii;- i- more w.^arisonn . that

tile storv is mere in.-ipid halililin'.--—ami ih'- . 'ii c semN iii"

tlio^e letters. There is one perxni. aiiioii;,^ other-, who i'Vn-

ft'sses hiin^elt' my ^rreal admirer, and (amioi e(ineei\.' the ^-iii-

pidiljl itf u siiitilar cDiiijiii.^itinii. It' that i> the ta.-''. I havK

deceived myself liiiu'ely."

I'crhap> >ome latter day readers not at all inlere.-ted in

matters rclaiiiiL' to heannx'raey. whether at honi'' m' ahroad,

will a,i:ree with the indi;:nant ^uh.-. rihei- to />// I'rrs.-ic.

especially since i5al/.ac seems to havi' devi-lupid and au.:,'-

Jiicnted the heaurocratic parts ot' his .-tory allei- it.- puiilica-

tion in tho new-paper. Anyone who doires "a storv tli.n is

a story'" will most likely he disappointn] in this one, which.

8o far as the main intri<^ue is com .ir.ed, is distincily

padded. Ikit the i^eiinine I'.alzacian atid the loNcr of trui;

realism will proliaMy ,i:ive a ditlVreni wrdiet. 'i'hev will say

not only that has Ilalzac seen wiih marvelous clearness the

chief evil.- of iieanrocracy and siiLr.irested i;(»od remedies for

them, liut that he has nowhere else in the "Coinedv"' <rivon a

larp'r nniiiher of fine realistic sketches. They will not per-

liajis claim that ontside id" the I'.ihoiirdiiw, Liipeanl.s, and efi"

or two .'iher (ii:nres, indiidin^;,' that (>f Bi.xiou, the practi-al

(Vol. XXIV)
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jnlstr. liiil/iic lins ifciilcil hull;: < iianutcrs. lui) tlu'V will uf-

l",,il he h.i- -kcl. Iii'il III ;i iii'i-l iiiii^lii'ly luiiiiiifr llif

- n( ilir "llivi.-inn I'.illiirtlui'
'

uiili ihrir rr>|ici live

(inr i.> -iiuiilv .i-idiiiMli-.l at till' iiiiinlMr .iikI llir iht-

l' tlir»c -ki'Ichiv-, ii.- \si'll ;i.- at llal/.ai'.- [cTl'tct ai-

,^ , I li ,1.11 . u nil ihr dilaiU uf ullicial lit'.'.

ir ^^, iiia\ jii'i-'- I'roiM 111- l'n>t lill'\ '"l.a T'l'innn' Siiju'Ti-

r.al/a, >liiltri| ihf (iiiirc ><( ,i:ra\it_v <<( In- .-ton. «>i>

:,..,,-,. .III. I uilh ju-iuT. fidiii ill.' iiitri;:ur- caiTii'd on l)y

'i! ., l;al...iiiiiiii ti) till' lii'aiinicrarv in wliicli ^ill ilc-iri'ij t<>

,, !r liii-l.aiiil ii'lxaiicc'il. I'»itli tin- ••Miinrior wnman'" ami

••r iiii-iMinl aiv urjl ilrawii, a- i> .il-" ill'' r..iuili>\fr iioiisi'-

i„,!,l, atnl llir i lit ri;,'llf> aiui rniilltrl' illtri^Uo AW ucll iiiaii-

:...!. A- >'i I'l'lcii ill till- ••('iiiiu il\." .1 iiiatlcr nf -mail cdii-

,,,;;,, ,,,.,. .>;,\(' In till' |iartic- iiiiiih'iliat('l_\ cciiicfriir.i i- inadf

1,, .M iip\ til.' ivailrrV alli'iiMnii as tliuii^h lli<' iin\,list wen"

^' -. iM.iiiir till' taking' nl' a nty. A^'aiii tlir Ixnir^'roi-ic i- iiiadi'

li'r -iilijrrt III' kfcM, irniiira! aiial_\>i>, and a.i,Miii tln' iiicuiiipc-

t p; 111, in. -ii|i|)nrtri| liv iiH.ncvcii inti'ri'>ls, ;rain- tlic asccii-

• hii. , M\rr lii> di'M'rviii.u: ri\al. It i- a di-illusioiiing .-tudy of

,111.1 p.dilical life ill iLii- .l.'in.MTatii- (ciitiiry that Bal-

,, ;,!,- uivi'ii 1I-. an.! p.Thap- iIk.-i' critic- ar.- riLrht wh.) rc-

);-, t,,
, ,,l| it a iiiivi I :n ill.- ti-ac scii-c of tli.' t. iiii ; but it at

1. I-! -'i.iw.- r.ak'.ac at his li.'i;:lit as a realist, and it i- a worthy

i''i.!aiit. as M. Uairicrc has well .shown, id' that notai.l.' ex-

i„..:: f ihc !ioiiri:.'oir- character, "Cesar Ilir.itteau." lieiii;^

!".,i!. I. "s. it is i)t' coiir,-e full of striking pagi's ; a-, for example,

III'.- ilc-crihing the p.art playd liy the "repDri" in >rovern-

11..'.Ml aH'airs. the eotnlilion of the siii)ernniiierarics, the lovo

ct 'ii. 111.111 of forty, and the signature of the usurer Gobseek

i ' I'.m's interest in chirography.) It adds two anihitious

ii. the galk'ry in which the portrait of Mm . Cainiiuot

Mir\ ille i> perhaps the nia-teriiiee(> /-ar r./v (7/('/(r,'. it doess

; i:\ 1. 1 liakae's opinions on ecunoniie subject.-. It shows his

(Vol XXIV)
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daring—for dcjos lie not reproduce boldly Bixiou's jokes an,]
wilticisiiis

( !) instead uf merely tellin- us that the carica-
turist was uiliy at tlic expense of his colleagues? In short ii

1- a typical thoii-h ii(,t a tiioroughly great work of the man
who asjjired to fill tin- place of Secretary of Society.

VV. P. TaKNr.

hi

iii

(Vol. xxrv)
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SCENES FROM A COURTESAN'S LIFE

VAUTRIN'S LAST AVATAR

•\\n\T is it, Madeleine ?" asked Madame Caiiiusot. seeing
It liKiid iniiie iiiti) the room with the particular air that ser-
'..i'!i- ii~Minie iti critical moments.

•M.iilimie."' said Madeleine, "monsieur has just come in
i:"iii Court ; hut he looks so ujjset. and is in such a state, that
I tiiink peihaps it would he well for you to go to his room."
'Hid he >ay anything:-'" asked Madame Camusot.
\". madame; hut -ve never have seen monsieur look like

iIm;
; he looks as if lu re going to be ill, his face is yellow

—

!.' ' eins all to pieces
"

M idauH' I'aniusot waited for n,. more; she rushed out of
in r 101,111 and Hew to her husband's study. She found the
li^w r sitting in an armchair, pale and dazed, his legs
Mivi,.||,.(l (,ut, his head again.st the back of it, his hands hang-
II!::' liiiip, exactly as if he were sinking into idiotey.

"What is the nuitter, mv dear?" said the voung woman in
.ll.lMll.

•Oh! my poor An.elie, the most dreadful thing has hap-
!" iH d—

1 am still trembling. Imagine, the public prosecutor
- II". Madame de Serizv—that is— I do not know where to
h-in."

"1
'".1:1 11 at the end," said ]\radame Camusot.

'Well, just as M(>nsieur I'opinot, in the council room of
'!" lirsl Court, had put the last signature to the ruling of
'n!-!it!i(ii.iit cause' for the a))prehension of Lucien de Hu-
i" !!'i'n' on the ground of my report, setting him at liberty

—

i" I" 1. the whole tiling was done, the clerk was going off with
i!i' minute book, and I was quit of the whole business—the

(1)

~ fff'

f "- f
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l*ri'>i<|cnt of ilic C.Mirl cainc in .ind tunK up the papors. 'Ymi
i"v ivIciiMM^ .-I (lend tn;iii." siii-l lir. uiih chillv irony ;

'llu'

yollM.L: lll.-IM is a-,, 11,., ,,> MollHrlir ,1,. |;,,;i;||,! >;iv,~. to'iljjprar
I'l'l'oiv lii- n.iliiral .linluv. ||,. ,|i(.,| ,,f ;i|,op|c.N\-^ '

"I lMv;iih(d ;i;:;nii. tliiiikiiin- jt wji- -iiddcn illness.

'•'A- I iiiidri',~t:iii,| yoii. Mnii-inir li. Pivsidcnt." saici M,,n.
sicur I'opiliot. 'il i~ ;i (•;!-, of ;l|iopl(.\V l.ko I 'irln -nrs;

••<;,. ml,. Mien." >iiid 111,, riv^ddit ihcn. \iv\ -mvelv, 'v.m

'""^j idr,-iM. lo lipdc I'-!,,,,,] ,i,,i, f,
„. ,|,,. ,,i,i,j,i;, \.,,„.|,i 'i^,,,:,-,,,,

di' ii'iihriiipr,'. ,]],., \
,,|' .||| ;i;;,.in-i.,|i."

\\'' :ill lo .kcd ,il ciK li oiIhm-. •X'lTV .irrcat people are cnn-
renied in Ihi. d. |,!-mM,. i,ii-.;!!,..s.- Slid the l»reMdellt. -(hkI

isruut for \oiu- sake. Mon-ieiir ('aiiiUM»t, llioii;:li you did mo
li'>s ihaii your i]\i\\

. ili.ii M.-danie do S.'rizy iiiav not ;x<> nuul
iVoin ill.' ~lio,-k >!!, lia- had. She uas eaiTied awav alimwl.
<lo:id. I ha\e jii-t iiie| oiir pnhlie proM.,Miior in a paitirul stat"
ol dospai!-."— -•^,,11 h.-n,. niade a iiiev- of it, my dear Caniusoi,'
li'' added in my ear. - I a-Mire von, tnv ilear. as I came away
1 conld har.llv stand. M v h-s ,! k so that I dared not
ventnre im,, ih,. Mreet. 1 went ha,k to my room to re.^t.

'I'licn ('("pnirt, who was piittin,ir aw.iy the' papers of tins

wretched ease, told me that a very liandM.me uonian Iiad taken
the Coneieriri'rir' hy slorin. wanlin.L^ to >ave Lneien, wliom >h"
was (piii,. crazv al.onl. and th.il >lie faint, mI away on se,.iiii,r

lum han.irin.o- l,y \t\^ nei-ktie to (h,. window-h.ir (d" his rooiii^

'I'lio idea that ih,' way in which I oih'>tione.l that iiidiappy
yonn.if fellow—who, iM'tween oiir-clves. was <:iiilty in many
ways—can have h'd to hi~ committinir sniciile has haniitcd
nie ever .hiic,' I left the Palais, and I feel constantlv on the

Jioint (d' faint in^ir

""

'•What next ? .\re yon iioiiiir to think yonrself a inurdercr
l)ecan>e a suspected crimiinil hanirs Jiimxdf in prison ju>t a-

yon were ahoiit to rehase hinir"' cried .Madame ('anin-ot.

"Why. an examiiunu- .jnd-v in smdi a ca-e is like a jxcncral
uho-e li,,r-.e is killed uiidcr him !—That is all.""

Such a compari.-nii. my dear. i> at hi-t l.nt a jest, and
jostmg is out of place now. In this ca.-c tlit; dead man

-m^^'W'&jrT. ''^ ^i
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(liiMirs \hr liviiii,'. All (iiir Ik.jxs arc Imricd in LuoitTi's

|!i'l''il !'" said Miidaiiii- ('aimi.~ot, uitli deep iroiiv.

••^|<. my carcci' is cln-i'd. | ^luiH |„. ,,(. hkhv tliaii an
< -.Miiiiiiiii: jiid-c all iiiv lilV. I',rf:,iv ilii> fatal Imainaljori
M"''Mr!ir (1,. (;canvillr was aiinny.-d al the larn llic pri'linii-

iMi!'- Ii.nl lakcn : lii> spiTcli to mir I'lv-id.nt makes inc .|uilc

"''='11 'li'i' ^" l"n,L:' as .Monsieur di' (ii-anville i< pulilic jirnsc-

' 'i''-y I sliall ::ei im pi'onioi ion."

'''"iii"'i"ii
• 'I'Im' ItrriMe Ilimi^dit. wliidi in tlic^f davs

I: .iki - a jiidi^c a mere fuia tiunai-v.

l^niierly a ma,i;isl rale ua- in.ide at once wlial iic was to
f'lnain. 'I'lic liuve or fonr presidents' cajr- .-atislied the ain-
i'MM.M- of lawvcrs in each I'lirlrminl

. An apiimiitmenl as
"iiiKiilor \va> cnoiiLdi for a de IJivivm'- or a Mnie. dl |)iiMn
:i- nmcli as in Pari-. 'I"lii> ollicc. in it>elf a fortune, iv.piircd

' N.riniie hrollLlIlt to it to keep it np.

In l'aii>. outside the I'drlriurnl . men id" the lon.i: rolic conid
'"lie onlv for three snprcinc appointments: tlio>e of (

'oii-

Mnller-to iicral. Keeper of the Seals, or ( 'hancelhir. Below
Hi' ('triniinil. in the lower ,Lrrade>. the president of a lower
"'liri th.iii.dit himself (piitc (if siillieient impfirtancc to l.c

"'I'li'iil to till his ehair to tl ml of his davs.
'"nipare the position of a coni'.cillor in the lli^rii Conrt of

•''''"' I'l i'ari-. iii I.N •.".», who ha,> nothiii-- hni his :-alarv,

^^"li ili'il of a coinicillor to ihe r,iri('iiicii( in li'.'!). How
.-!.at i~ the dillVrencc! In these days, when ncv is the
ii-!\er-al social i:iiarantec. ina;;istrate.- are not rc(p'iircd to
'^i'->-~-n< they u>ed to ha\(

—

line private fortnnes: lieiicc wc
• 'lepiiijcs ami peers of France hcapini,' olliec on ollice. at

'" magistrates ami lei^nslators. l)orrowin.ir di.^'iiitv from
"'ii'i' I'ositions than those which onglit to i,rive them all their
) lance.

i'l -liori, a ma.iristrate tries to distin.LTuish himself for pro-
' "'I 'Is men do in the army, or in a (io\ernmei]t ollice.

i 'II prcvailiii;: thoniiht. even if it does not ail'eci iii> inde-
l'''"i'iice. is so well known and ,-o natural, and it> elVecti nvv
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BO »n-i(l('rit, tlijit the law inovilably loses some <if its niajcsfy
ill the eyes of tlic pul.lic. And, in fact, the salaries pai'i] hy
the State makes priots and iiia^i^nst rates mere (iNphii/f.s. Steps
(o he j:ained fu>ter ambition, anil)ilif)n eni^eiiders sui).-ervionc'c

to power, and inoilern (Mpiality i)Kiees the jnd;,'e and the per-
son lo he jud,-,'ed in the same eate.i^ory at the har of society.
And so the two pillars of s-.eial order, I{eli;,n„n j,,id Justi.'e.

are lowered in this nineteenth century, which asserts it^ If

as pnii^ressive in all things.

"And why shonld ,ou never he promoted?"' said Amelie
Camusdt.

She looked half-jestingly at her hnshand. feeling the ne-
cessity of reviving the energies of the man who endmdied her
aniliitions, and on wliom she c(.uld play as on an instrument.
"Why desiiair?" she went on. with a shrug that snlli-

ciVntly e.\press>>d h. r indilTereiice as to the prisoner's end.
"This suicide will delight Lucien's two enemies, Madame
d'Kspard and her cousin, the Comtesse du Chatelet. Madan;
d'Kspard is on the hest tertns with the Keeper of the Sea!>;
through her you can get an audiem^e of His Kxcelleney and
toll him all the secrets of tliis business. Then, if the head ef
the law is on your si.je, what have you to fear from the pivM-
dent of your Court or the public prosecutor?"

"But, .Mons(ur and Madame de Serizv?" cried the pour
man. "Madame de Seri/y is gone mad, J tell you, and li.r

madness i~ niy doing, they say."

"Well, if she is out of her mind. O .judge devoid of jud--
ineiit." .Slid Madame Camusot, laughing, "she can do vou nn
harm.— ("ome. tell me all the incidents of the day."

"lUess me!" said Camusot. "just as I had cross-quostioneil
the unhapjiy youth, and he had depo.sod that the self-styled
Spanish priest is reaily Jacques Collin, the Duchesse de
Maufrigneusc and Madame de Serizy >ent me a note bv a ser-

vant lugging me not to examine liin'i. Jt was jdl over!
"

"But you mu.st have lost your head 1" said .Vmolie. "What
was to prevent you, being .-o sure as you are of your dork's
fidelity, from calling Lucien back, reassuring him cleverly,
and revising the examination?"

;i
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"Wliv. you arc as bat] as Madame dc ScTizy; you laugh

i;i>!i(i^' to scorn," said Canuisot, who was incajiahlc of llouling

h;- |iinl'fssi()n. '•Machunc dc Scrizy seized the minutes and

ihrrw iIk'Mi into the fire."

••That is the right sort of woman I Bravo I" cried Madame
Cinnii.-ot.

M.idame dt' Scrizy deehired i-Iie would sixuier sec the

i',:l:ii- lih)wn u|) than Icjive a ynuiig man who liad enjoyed the

lawii> 111' tlic Duihesse t\v Maufrigneuse and her own to stand

,i; liic har of a Criminal Cdurt hy llie side of a convict I"

•j'.m, Camiisot," said Amelie. unable to suppress a superior

^!!l;^. ••your position is splendid
"

•Ah ! ye-. spU'iidid I"

•Villi did your duty."

••j'.iil all wrong; and in spite of the Jesuitical advice of

)! .;i-ir ;r de (iranvillc, who mot me on the Quai Malaquais."

••This morning I"'

•Till.- ninrning.'"

•.\! what hour?"

•.\i iiine o'clock."

•oh. Camusotl" cried Amelie, clasping and wringing her

!,.i! il-. •"and 1 am always imploring you to he constantly on

i!ii ihrt.—(Jood heavens! it is not a man. but a barrow-load

-I' -;.>iu> that I have to drag on I—Why, ("amusot. your i)ublic

|.n.~irutor was waiting for you.— lie must have given you

-nil- warning."

^ I - indeed
"

'. Villi ymi failed to understand him! If you are so deaf,

\"!i uill indeed be an examining judge all your life without

.i:i\ kiiiiwh'dge whatever of the (pu'stion.

—

M any rate, have

-' ii-i ' nniigh to listen to me," she went on, silencing her hus-

1 umI. u lin was about to speak. ''You think tiie nuitter is done

)"r:"" >he a-ked.

Cimiisot JiMiked at his wife as a country bumpkin looks at

a 1 unjurer.

If the Duchesse de Manfrigneuse and Madame de Scrizy

IP' 1 ompromised, you will find them both ready to patronize
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jnu;-saM!.WlH.. -Ma.laMu. .1,. S.n..^ u Hi .., vou a<lmi..Hon ,..,1„. K,.,.,,.., „r ,„.. S..,..|.. .,,,1 ^„^ „,|| ,..11 him ,he-'•V
li.M,u-y..r,lH.,,ir;nr:,lH.ni,,.w,lh,,MU..,|,..

Ki„.,,,l.

>
c. Man. a, n,

,,-,n,.,,,lH..I. II, ....f,.,!, , h,.,.. uHM„. ,

-^•--^ tu h^n- ..nlu.r ,]„. puhli. pn,..,.u,.,r or Mun.icur de

.

"What a tivaMiiv siiHia wif. is :"
,.,.ir,i ,1,,. hnvvcr r.iu.k-n.up..,,,,,..,,,.

••An..,.an.,hav,.,,,„..,.,h.„,.,a..,iK.s;Ci;;';
... >., hnnn.hHa..,.,,nn, a, ,h,..Wiz..(Wtandnn:

"""'"• ""''•^''•""'l'li.VM..a| pnw.nMi.n in.ouhuh h,- h.

- ..M,,n,l..,.,.,l ,,,,,....,:,,.,
I,.. Xou-v,.uan.i,|„nI;,.;!

"i;r '1.- iiiiKii (,, ih,. ,;iiii.,._.\-.,„ ,|,,,,

dear.""

stare.

•^-lUi: \t,iiv way a;raiji. niv

^'"''>i^i>lrat...tun,lu|.. lo.,kin;:a, hi. u,|\. uithastnp.i

riH' Kin- and il,,. K, ,,,,,,,. „j- ,,,„ ,^„,!-. vill i„. ,d
• lonht. ji) l,,i,,\v ,1,,, ,,.||||, ,,,. ji

tunc iini<h ann(i\
I- hii>ini-,:, and at tl

Id. no

H' same
•" " ^''''"'.i-' IIk' lauvrrs.ni t!„. Liheral si,|.

Ill-

all

' ^U..^ nnpnnanr persons to ,l,,.h,,.,r ,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,A- .(onr, hy ,!„.„• spenal |,l..ad,n^-- .„,•!, people a<Manln.m.u>es the Sen:as. and the (;randl,ens: in'.hor,
^^l.;. are dtm-tv or in.lireedy ^,i^ed np with this ea.e

••

..vareal in,,:l h.ve m all !" cried ( 'annisohm^(ynn>o, wall, .dnp and down, he ,.,,o,nnkeS,a,nnvlle

l-l.n. .\ni..he.- .;„) he. stand, n;r in front of his wif...

,:^,;•'''';^;•'V''^
'''''-'"'"'!-' 'nne,n,,..lf.lH,,, in mv

('".-iinm. (d \ ital nn|iortanee.
••''"''1':^". -MV dear, that tl,:^ .Iae,p,es CdJi,, j, , „i„.f ,.f-nun,

1

dH.nndaMo„ d- deeei,.--ne is--what-;;:^^
K^ --nH-

(

ron.weil ol li.e hulk>:-I never tne, sneh a seonn-
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(inl ; he jiliiiost took iiic in.— Uiit in fXiuiiiniii^ u (Tiiiiiuiil,

A Imlf inil of tlirfjid leads voii to ilnd a hall, is a cliii' t(j tin?

i!i\...-ii::ation (d' tlic darkf-l ((m.-ciciirc,- and Mli-riircst facts.

—

U ii. II .lai ijiic- Collin saw nic tnrninj,' over ilic letters seized in

l.iM :rii de liui»enij)re".s lndL:inL^-, liie villain glanced at them
\\!ih liie evident intenliuii of .Mxin;^- whether >unie particular
[i;i(iM I weri' anioiiif them, and he allowed liinis(df to irive a
M-iiiie e\|)|-essioii of satisfaction, 'j'liis look, a- of a thief

\.ihiiii,ix his hooiv. this niovcmeiii, a.- of a man in daii,iri'r

.-;i\ III-- to himself. 'My wea|)on> aiv safe," lietra\e(l a world of

lllill.I^S.

"ttiilv you women, hesides us and our exannni'es, can in ii

sii!-|e |!a~h epitomize a whole scene. revealin;j trickery as
r.iiiipjicatcd as .sifetv-locks. A'olnmes of suspicion mav thus
!» I Miiiniunicated in a second. It is terrifyini;-—life or death
Ii'- in a wink.

•Said I to myself, 'The rascal has more letters in his liands
lii.iii ihcse:"—'J'hen the other details id' the case filled my
iiiiiid: i overlooked the inciileiii. f,,r 1 thouuht I should have
iMV iiicii face to face, and clear up this point afterwards.
iiiii II may he c'onsidiM-ed as (piiie cei-tain that .Iaci|ues Collin.
111'!' r I lie fashion of such wretches, has hidden in some safe

I'l.ic- the most com])roinisin;r of the younj,' fellow's letters,

nilMTi d as he was hy — "'

"And yet you are afraid, Camusol ? Why. you will ho
I'l'-idciii of )i„, Supreme Court much sooner tlian T ex-

i'
' hd I'" cried Madame Camusol, her face heamiii". ''Xow

111' 1!. you must proceed so as to '^'wv satisfaction to everyhodv,
l"i' I lie ma;ter is lookinir so s'M'ious that it miirht ipiite possi-
l''y ],< snatclu'd from ns.—Did they not take the proceedini^s
"It of I'opinot"s liaiuls to place them in yours when Madame
e i.-|i.ir(l tried to p't a Commission in Lunacy to incapacitate
I' ; iiu-hand?" slie added, in reply to her luishand's <xesture of
ii-tniii-hnient. "Well, then, mijjlit not the puhlic prosecutor,
u!:>i take- such keen interest in the honor of >ronsiour and
M.;.!,iinr de Serizy, carry the case to ihe I'pper Court and get
cuihicilhjr in his interest to open a fresh inquiry?''

m

,»-i'..i'2'^.*T.1v.'*»i>'». .>• .%••.
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will ,„ul,.rt;,k,. to ,lenl will, ,!,<• la.lios-dT:.nar,l ,1.

outor. MonsKM.r do (Jninvill,. is a pk,,, uI,o do.,, not live with

she'
^^^^1^^ M ' "T '""• '"'^"<''""<'' r-luldn.n-didn-t

ot or, ho can h,- wo„ ovor; ho ninst ^rive a hold souunvhoro-you must d.soovor tlio woak spot an.l flattor ]„„, • a^k ifad'V.00, po,nt out tho dangers attondin. tho easo; in sho yto pot h,m into tho s.nio boat, and ^- ,., will ho^ " ^

r oupfht to kiss your footprints!" exchiimod rnmusot in-
orrupt,nff h,s wifo. putting his arm round hor. a d pro "^ir^horn h,s hoart. "Amolio, you have savod n.o I"'

^ "^
I brought you in tow from Alont^on to Mantos and fronMantos to tho V.tropolitan Court," 'ropliod Amolio 'weT,

T*%ASL t'. ?. •"'»^'s.»ii^P'^f^:i»'r3rr^_«s^r%fl
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^u'U. 1.0 qiiito oasy.'—T i„t, „,1 to 1.,. ,.all..<l Madarno la Pre-'i-
'l-lc within five .years' Wuh: But. niv drar, pray alwayg
li.iiik over evorythin- a I.m- iir.io boforo you vmne to any
'Irfrnimation. A jiid^'e's l.nsincss is not that of a fireman-
yuiir ,,aj.ors are never in a IUwa', yon have plentv of time to
lliink; so in your j.hue hhinders are inexcusable."

'•The whole strength of mv position lies in identifjine the
>!Mrn Spanish priest willi Jacfpies Collin," the jud.'e said
"(!''• ii lon<r pause. "When once that identity is established'
•A'H if the H,.Meh shonld take the < redit of the whole atfair,'
that will still be an ascertained fact which no nia^ristrate,
,|.|dj,'.-, or eou.Killor can f,'et rid of. I shall do like the boys
v.ii.. tie a tin kettle to a cat's tail ; the in-iuirv, who..ver car-
ri('s It on, will make -Facciues Collin's tin kettle clank."

'•Hravol" said Ainelie.

"And the public prosecutor would rather come to an under-
standing with mo than with anv one else, sine 1 am the only
man who can remove the Damocles' sword that hangs over the
heart of the Faubourg Saint-Cennain.

'•Only you liave no idea how hard it will be to achieve that
n:a,-n,ficent result. Just now, when I was with ^ronsieur de
(.ranville in his private onice, we agreed, he and I, to take
lacMi"'^ f'ollin at his own valuation—a canon of the Chapter
<.f Toledo, Carlos Ilerrera. We consented to n^co-nj^e his
P'-ition as a diplomatic envoy, and allow him to he claimed
t'v the Spanish Embassy. It was in consequence of this plan
(hat I mad<> out the papers by which Lucicm de Kubempre
•-^is released, and revised the minutes of the examinations,
waMiing the prisoners as white as snow.
'•To-morrow. Kastignac, Bianchon, and some others are

("be confronted with the self-styled Canon of Toledo- they
will not recognize him as Jacques Collin who was arrested in
t.Mir presem,. ten years since in a cheap boarding-house,
^* '"Tc they knew him under the name of A^-iutrin

"

There was a short silence, while ^fa.lame Camusot sat
tiiinking.

"Are you sure your man is Jacques Colin ?" she asked.

1 :i?r -' 1 M.. 'i»hif>» i.-1V.v^''?i:j. 1.' '4'T '̂4. ^MVIJU/A
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""•
I" 'i^'I'- ' ii'^'v liiiii hjiii uiih the .Man|ui.-c (I'Kspanl."

',"'"'•"' ^'
'

-|'>'"viy Willi a lo,,k of a.hniratiou that
' .I'l'- hi- kiinu ;::: u if, .mhjIc.

-Xnu-. ,,.;,ir In (liniir, aii-l }u' r!i, vrf II
I." said she in ronclu-

•!"M. ••\\ hy. y.iii MM'! We have I,,... 11 Mills two vears in Paris
'.-"•' '"'''' .^'"1 "' "" 111'' lii-lirnail In hr niaderoimcillor In--
'"' ''" ''"' "' "' }"•••"•

I
''.1-1 liial to the i're.Hleiicv of a

<'"'• "i.\ 'leaf, th re is no -ulf hut uiiat some political ser-
\.'i ' may hridi^'c."

'I'ln- c.njii-al sittin- >linws how -reaiiv the deeds and
^'; K-Iilest words of ./ae.iiu.s Cnlli,,. i|„, |„we.^f persuna^n. j,,
'!"- 'Irania, mvoKcd llic Imnnr nf the families amo„g whom

' •el planted his now dead protci^'c.

\i ihc ('nneiei-v,„. i.ii<aen-s death and Madame de Serizv's
'"''"-""

''•"! I'i"dllerd sll.h a Mnek in the wheel-, nf t'lle
iHiiery that th.. (;oNcrnor had for-mten to remote the

-'•"a i'!ie-t troni liis dun;j-eoii-i-e!l.

"'"";-'' """' 'i''"! "II'' in>lance is on re.-or.l of the death
- a pM^oiier dnrie^r hi,.; pfeliiiiiM,.,,.v exaniination. it was a
""' i"iilly i-are event to di-turh tl,e uardei-. liie , !eH<. and

''"^'"""'- '"I'l liinder ilieir woikin- with tlie.r IiMial
' ''ity. At the -ame time, to them the important f:u-\ wa-

'
''''' !iand>ome y..l,i!^' r,.||oW Ml >:'ddei||y heco,,,,. a Cori^e.
' ' ''i'''iika-e of •he wroiieht-iron l,;ir e'' ihe outer |.r on
•'> 'li'- I'fad liaa.h ol' a line ladv. And i .ed. a- soon a-

_
/ ''li<- proM.cnior and Cointe Octave de Han\an had • a;e

'' '^ilii .MoiiMeur de Seri/y ami his mi, .nsciou.- uifefthe

Ij
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Mi.

•I. "

t..

liiiJ

n

!

5»

''vrrnnr.
,

.rk, ;nMll,,n,k..vs;:ath.>v.lrn„,Ml,|,,..al,. afhr
•'•-,,,,.„, .M..„.,..„rl..|.nu,,, I,.., ,n I„.„.r. ul„: h,„| ,„..,,

:;;"';
'i'

•'
^r'-v'-:

" '-"-'-"^ •!-"' - ...,„.,.,. w„i, ,h,.

,;;''';''-'•;'•. -'''I- 'I-' '•:''. ,,uln,iMh,.Mnr,,n,u,atc.vou,h
nail Im'cii |(ii|j;iiiir,

';'''"•'-• ""•'"••'I'-.nh ,!„.„„••• i^lh,. ,n,..!H.aInni,.,,. ul.n..
|lMI^^,>i>in,.a.lMl,Mn^tto,v.Mu-.|..a,h.an.|.v,,,h,,Hl..,^

W„h ,lH.rap„l n,^,;,!,, for u In.!, h. ua^ knou„. MuMHrnr
I.- (.nnv,ll,. I,a,| ju,l„.,I „ n,...,..-an. r,.,. ,!,.. h.,n.,rof,h,.
'"."\'""' ;'•""'' "• l'"^-' ilH'.'.Ttilual,. of Lurirn-s .l..a.l,

•l'r-;;'l^n -In. )lana...rn..,|,MnH ,uwln..I,,i,M^„ai M^^^^^^^

;''7-^'''-^V''''''''''^'-'''
''•''' ''''''''''•''•'• ••'-''''•--

.
M..|'n.. ulu.n., I,.. ,.,.,,.. .ua. ,,.!,,.,,,.,. I. ^InnM..,- d.*''-''• ^'""^""''l''''ansill,.V prnat.. >,.,.,vtarv l.a,|;;ni.-.o, ,...nV..,. TIh l,,,.|v .as ,^.,, Man.fun,! n,;

'•|'n«m,„nn^,lH.ni,l„. Tl,. ... ,,,a,-v ua. .LmivW ,„ .„
;'

"!'':'-""l ><'"l an.T, a, ,l„. Main.. uMlMh.. ,,an>h a?,.

-n ,.l„„,s .1,.. r„n,.,al u„ul.I Mar, fr,.,„ ,h..n,...;a,ul <
"•rn.l. u„ul.| l,..nnit..,| ,1,,.,.,. \W thr rnviunuy

^.., ulu.n ra„,„>,.,. his min.l a, ..im', uas .i.nn.r ,l.,u„ ,„

.^t.H,n,M.n,sH
.,|...,,H..|,,.,ailn,.Ml,.. nU,li,v..fi,.., ha.

an.l ih.-.str(.n-th.,rhi.li..s in h.v...
" >n u.u

".\'<«<),i,. kii..us." siiil ih<. .|,,.i,,r I,, M„
;ii) aiiioiitit .)1" nervous l'..rc..

n.-iriir (iaiilt. "uhat
'•''' '- I" -•' man woiuhI iiu I.i41, 1 • 1 , . ,

lii .1 IIJ,I II \\ II H III) II

.^luHl I.T and uh„.h a.-connts r.irth.. i,.ml,l.. ,.hv<iVal <Uvu^nU
Pnt (,ir,h.i„M niiu- hy that litt h. u.-nian -

'"'""-'"
''•;' ''7''-"t "••• -niMli.MHi.nr (;an|,. -T,,, I an, .. r,.u|-

^ .-^
11

!ak.. an inlm.., in u.ii.n,.,,Hn
:

I ,1,, „., hdievc. ,n It.but It iii.v.-iiljfs mo.

;|f

r^M^'m^im offli^E^g^'Sinrc V r^ii
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\ |ili.\-iciaii wild iiiii;;ii(ti/r,s- for tiler.' arc riicii iitniin:,'

I.- \\\\n l»llr\c III lllil;.'l|i'tl>lll." I.clirilll M.'lll nil. "(itTciTil Id

.•vjt.'nillrlll (III llir 111 l.n.nl' df ,1
| ,li( •llumrlldll 111. It In- ijccniird

•I I il"iili|.'(l. (ill-lull- III ,Mc with my uwii eves diii- of tin-

-Iran:,'!' -ML- ..I' ihtniiii.. irii-iuii \,\ wIikIi thr .Ai-icii. c df
lii.iu'lHli-lil i> (i.ii:nii>lrii|,.(l. I idii>c|i||.(l.

••Till -f aiv tiir |"arl,-.~| ,-lidiil.l \irv iim. li hkc Id kpow
\.lii: niir Cdllii^r df Mi-iliriiir wiiiilil .-av if cadi df it- mciii-
!m r- lit turn unv -iiliji'dcl t,, il,,- mlliir winch lcavc,< iid

!""|i!iu|c fur iiicrcdiilii \.

••\i> dl.j friciiii -ihi- ilurldr."' -aiil D.njdr l.i'lirnn [larcn-
I'l' 'i'all\. ••!> an dl<! man |icr-c(iih il fm hi> dpiiiioii- -incc
\|i MiH-r .- tunc liv nil the fariillv ; he i.- -r\,iii v nr >cvciitv-lwd
v.ar- df auc ami lii> naiiic i- r.diiNanl. Al llir profiil dav
l:c 1- ihc |iatriarchal rc|iiv,MMilat iw -if tlic llicdrv df animal
in.!.-iirii-ni. This pidd man iv-ard.< m.- ,i- a >dii ; i owe my
MMinin;,' Id him.— Well, this wurthv did I'.diivanl it was who
j'lMji.i-i'd Id |ird\r Id iiir ihat m r\i'-t'dit .• |iui m nidtidii hv the
inauii.'li/A'r \\a>, imt iiidml inliiiiic \'ny man i- under imniiita-
i'li laws, iiiit a jidwcr ai till': like other power.- df nature who.-^i-

'i'liMlilal es.-ellee e^eajieS (iiir dh-erva I Idll.

• "I'dr insiaiKc." >aid he. -if mmi pLiee your hand in that of
i Miniiianihiili.-l \, iio. when av.ake. can pre-- it dulv up to a
' rl.iiii a\( liiire of tmliine>.-. yon will >ee that iii the soiiimiin-

i'iih-!ie stall— a- It i.- stupidly teriiu'd— hi- flii>,'('rs can chitcli
^ke ,1 \i-e screwed up hv a hjacksinilh."— Well, monsieur. I

i'l'i'"' iii.^' Ii.-iiid in that df a woman, not a-lcep. for iiduvard
'' i'ci- the Word, hut iM)late(l. and when the old man hid her
'met ..e my wri^t a> lout: and as ti<rlitly as she could. I he^'j:ed

' ii!i lo -lup u hen the hlddil was aliiidst liiirstiin: frdm mv
''-''''

'il'-- ' ^- .^"1' 'ii'i ^<'f the mark <>( iier clutch, wliicji

I -!'.';I not lose I'lir Ine-i' three iminths.""

'riie deuce!" exclaiined .Mi)n>ii'ur (iauit. a.- hi' sau a hand
"I liiiiiM-d tle-h. Iniiki; .: like ihe scar of a inirn.
^!\ deiii- Caiiit." ihe doi tor went on. "if mv wrist had
n -ripped ill ;iii iinii manacle .screwed ti^rlit hy a locksmith.

•I""il'l ""I li.ne leli the hracclct of metal so hard as that

1 .,

mn
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M A COriJTKSA.NS M (K
w o.tK.n's fln-crs; Iut l,,-,„.l was .,f
•••"HMICkI lll.ll ;.|

ii.v liaiiij fidin 1

1

ciisilil

II' cm;: 'I h;i\c iTiisI

"ii.vi.I,|,,i- steel, and f am
"'' '"> iioiics and l)rok

y. iMcrca^

-';iiill\ added In III,.
(

1 more circcliial
i

^^illnmt iv|a.\ii).

liL' jilVSMiri', heir
on

i'"i"i,v^ fdino ' iii-

)CC|
"'"i''r;,'Mp: a t.

((.!( IMV.—To „„..
I

i;in thai

•
'''-'' ''"'••I' licin^r ,.,,||.

"""i'lii'l ''Mild not have
:iii(| n>rd as

iiill Uiilce III

lel'elorc, il s(ciii,-

'" I'lstriimen) of

l"'iiil and raised t

l''i-->i"n. ulii.l, is i)„. „.j)

l""\'''i lii.-it Milder t

I

iis ih,. ,11 ir

" '111 iiualrnlal)l(
<"i:eeiiirated

le

on one

'iM-ecl hi,, uli

"lie oT his or;

'li'lll \.irielic..

<>!' Ml ah IV,

l"'\"'i' "I ;iiiiinal forei
"I "'livlrie toivr aiv al."

.ins.— \,,u-. ti

"'' despair, h.id eoneentraied
|

^^li'llier ior attack or resist,
'"> 'i'lle lady, under tl

'>• Mian niav

nice,

•SI K' iinisl hav
KT vital l\

e stress of

liiir, said I,

e il ,y-()(i(] deal 1

1

•<'• i!i her hiinds

Tl

if e

'"re un,- a

";•' «;inler. unh a shake ,,r t|

''» hivak a wroii-ht-iiro.i

i\^ 111 it," M
le head

to II

•'" '"> l"ll-|."" s.li,| ihe d
ervoii.- foree

'•"-ifiir (iiiiill ul,-,.rved.

dare ,i>MLrn no |

oeior.

'••He Iheir ehil ilrell. eai) ,

\!id indeed It l~ i,\ Ihis tl

unit

('"•'I"' "III re a (at uni,M
ii;i,-iieiize hnn~. elinili. in a t

at iiiothi'iv lo

'lleilts lliat

M'lrel (if I

""""""- •illcnd ehildhirth.

""' \-iiMire. and endure tl

H'c. iifoiii

le lor-

le .•lllenipls made h
In this I

^'•iin their hheri\. T
niik

'"iiviets and
les ti

nou n : i lev are iiai

''III <>i out- \lla! el

prisdiiers to

leryies is as V(

re-

ii id

.n;::^;::;;;-:cv;;:;:'v:,;;';"'""''"'^r
'"'• '-

(II.. ....-r..! ,.,11. , „ ,: J:
' '", ' ''";-",.. \,„„i„.,. ., ,;,

'' -i-i--- ..M..I u.:. ,1:,:'I.
'-"" "^'-'i-i--.-

''''''•'• >.iid Ihe (ioveriK,!-.

::|;'>l;-^''l-viMl,_.,nlns,hr(,a,.--r,,,l,ed,hen,an
" '- l;M'oe|(,.k. .aid the,l(„.tor- -I h.neh.„l „ r

.-,„„l„;
'"'"• -'i'l M„nMe!,r(;,,„it to the do,,. w.

I ."I.. :::/:;,:;;;,;;;;;;:;;:':
''''"'' """"'--

a.- .- '^
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'i s'lu- Iiiin IIm- m, iniiii-." ivplird tin' .loctnr. '•Monsieur
faihUMit >.Mit \;>r nic to <r\\r rvidcncc ;is 1,, th,. state of the
i.iM.il s liealtli, and I tnay a>snre you that !.< is perfeetlv well
•'"I '"'lid make a Tortune l.v playiu;;,' the part of Hercules in
ii ir..ii|ie of athletes."

••'•'ihaps he wants to kill |,i,„M.lf too," said Monsieur
'"r)h. "Let us Loth p. down to the e,.|ls to^^,., j,,.,.^ f,„. I

-r-!il to ;,ro there if ..nly to transfer him to an upper room
M"n-,rur Camusot has given orders to mit^-ate this anony-
!'•''>- ,::enileman"s conliiiement."

•I^'"|n'> Collin, knoun as Tnunpe-la-Mort in th.' world of
"- hiilk^. who muM heneeforih he eall,.,| „nlv |,v 1,;^ ,,'al
''•"I.e. had -on., thnmi:!, t.^rrihl.. distn'^s ,>{ min'.l sine." after
H.Mnn^Mamusot-sor.h.r,

1,,. ha.l h.rn lak,.M ha.k to the un.ler-
,^,-,,!,i,d ,,11—an an-ui~h su,-li as he had uv^>r h,.f,„v kno«-n
•<' ill" i'-in>.. of a lif,. div,.rsi!i,.d hv manv .rin.,-. |,v (hree
'-.ip,..~. ami two s,.nten,M.s -m th,. .\^^iz,.s. .\u,] js th'er,' n,)t
-'-HihiM.u- monstrously tin., ii, ll„. ,h,^'-|ik,. aitachnM.nt sliown
'"""• '"^'>' '"' l'="l ma.lehis friend hv this uh't. h in wlu.m
^-i- ''Mi,-,.ntrat..d all fh.. lif,., ,|,„ ,„,„,,,.., ,i„. ,,,;,;,_ _.,^,| ,,,^.
(i-H;n~ of thf. hulks, who was, so to sp,.ak. th,.ir hi-diesf ev-

W
'
k,<l. infamous, an, I in s,. manv wavs horrihl,-, this al.sn-

!"' u,u-hip,,f his i,|,,l n.ak,.> him s,. trulv in(,.restin- that
•'-' >ni,lv. lon.^r ;,^ j, i, ,.,|,,,;idy. wonhl se..m in,-o,np|,.C. and

'
ill ^l:-!-i It Ih,. elo>,. u( Uu> criminal rnvrrr did not ome as a

7'!";' '" ''"•"'' '!'• I.'n'"'Mipr,'.-s ,.,m1. Th,. litll,. spani,.] h,.in.'
;.'"' .",",.^''''"" '" '^"""' \^!H'lh-i' his t,.rrihl,. plavf,.IL.w the
l-'ii will Iiv{. on.

'" ''•^il lit'', in s,..i,.|y, .N,.ry ,.v,.nt is so in,.vital,lv litd<,.d
'" "tn,T ,.vep,!<. ilijit ,„„, ,.;,,inot o,'cur wii!i,,nl ih,. re':-t. 'I"he
''>'"< "I' the -r,.at riv,.r forms a .M.rt -d' llui-l IhH.,-- m.t a
" iv.. huw,.ver r,.lM.lli,m.. houvver hi-h it mav t,ws itself l,„t
'! l-v.,Mi,!l ,.,vst mn-t sink t,. th.. h-vl ,,f th,. ma- ,d' wat.-rs,
-I'Tm;,;. hy tl„. niom,.ntum ,.f it> e,,i,rM. than th,. U'v-dt of the"'-''

i! iM'ar's with it.

\i"l jn>i a.- y,,u wat,h ih,. ,urrenl ll,.u, sei'in.; j,, j, ;, j,,,,,.
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m
III

I

'

Jl

•!li

li

V .n tnr.
,

to hv hnv f.-.r a^^,y tl... .vl„.lli,.„s ,.<|,lv will |„. ,.,r'•;'<^ron,s ost,;n,dwlKa,h,MMKlwilll.,M.fthisn
I

.

,."

.•an (hat heavenly gnico pcTi.!,, Uen ia
" '^

ucTrt.
Ii'' iiiosi, ciuikerff

on

t

t

Tins w,v,..lH..| .o„vi<.t, ,.,nho.hi„. ,h, p,.,,,, U.at ius snul,.,l
" Jn.ni.N a pn., s faiuy-on Moore, o„ |.„n] livron on M.

o hell to ref,v.I, lum w.-J. ,K.us MuI,.,, fn,,,, heaven _th
.
acques Colhn u-,ll ho .eon, hy the n.nle,- „h,. ,,,. ,

|

'..til>a iron.>ul to l^nesaenneed his..,Mi.V,;,,.:; :;past His va>t pouers. ahsorl,e<l i„ L,„, ,,, ,,,,.,, ,„|,,, . .

,.--.; he, ivea in his pn>,n.s.,,i, ,..,..,, .^.:Ji,hnn Liieien „as his .nni snul ma,!.. v-,l,|e
Jt was Tron,pe-]a-Mnrt who ,l,ne,l u,tl, the (irandlie...^oh. ,ntoh„]K.s'ho„,i„„.s.„„M„v...i

i.;,,h.„.,. p,..,r ;;r.1 HI Luuen he.,u-.l„,,Hs Colli,, v„„m.. ..nil .J
i''.We,an,lr.s,n^Iolhe.|i,,,,,v.,|'n,,

.niha'ssadur-
^''•-''l-la-.Mortha.l realised, he. iennan.npeMition of .1

oiiie

:' V '
;'"; 'r"'^''''"""' -.nenU.l.ave

.
1

loed. who hav..r,Mhe,,..,,,
I ,,,..,,.,,,,,,, at of, he

N .lore, who have l,ve,l hi- li,„. .,„,|,„, ,,,,,,., ,,
" a'nous happv ,.r unhappv. .,l,seure or l,nll,ant : who in
•''''''7-;t

'
'><amv, l.ive n.i, a pain in ,heir 1.,^ HMie ;. V

7-''l;''l-:-ho,riu.ra:dU;.d„e, ,,avel,;.„awan.o;•

,

•;",,;'"''"'":' ''^'•"'^""•'•'"anut..h,.i|.dHlnotnee<lte
'" '"''1 I"' was inifaiihfnl lo know it.

^

As he went haek t( his cell. Jae-iues (

"'I'he boy is heitlir e' a 111 i Ilcl."

And he .hivered- he who ,lHH,,d>t no more of killin.^ aman than a lahoivr 'loes of drinkin-
~

^Mh'mv'",'
'7'" ""'/'; ^"" ''" •^'-'— >" I- wondered.

^
aun sn,.,.,„ded,nea,ehn,.

, damned n.maie.^JIave ,lu.>e |,„..h,..,, and Countesses he^tinvd (hen.selve-

iiii sanl I.) himself,
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iimI [trovrntcd liis Ix'iii^' cMniiiiicd :- Has T.

rtriicliiiiis: And if iU-Jiuk will have it that h

ucion hiid niv in-

'iiiiMi.iiicd. h.iw will he carrv it oir? 1'

e IS cross-

in'iiL;lil liiii' to till?

>i" liov. and I liavi

-mope wild have caused all t

It IS that rascal I'accard and that

' u n iiiiiidred and fil'iv tl

ifi;-:''ii y-ave Ksther. That

IIS niiiipus In cdllarin"-

ll:.' l.-l-t

I'liisaiid francs for the criilicate

jirccidiis pair tripjicd ii- ii|i at
K'p; l)nt I will make theni pay dear for t

<»iic (lav more and I

H'lr iir.iiit

.ncien Would have I

i-h! have married his Ch.tildc .Ic (

)een a rich man

\ U'.nld have hei^n

irandlien.-~'rheii I |C

111! my own !—And to ti

'I'l" lids Oil a look, on a hhisli of 1.

link that our fate

'y. u \\i> M'f-^ evervtliinj:, and I

ucieii s under I'aniusoi"

i"r uhcn he showed lue the letter.-

V. ink ill which we look each other'.- d

las ail a jiidire's wits altnit Iiim

liiii i ean mal

We tipjied eaeli otlier a

le.i-ure. and he •ruessed
Ke I. Helen aoy-hivcs furk .mt.

Till- .-nlil(M|uy hi-ied fur tlnve hours. His t.

-ivat that they were too much fur thai frame „{
acuues {

irmenls were

iron and
<'ilin. wDose hraii It on fire with iiisaiiilv,

up
•d -iieh fearful thirst that lie iincun-ciou.^i v drank

-! ''< water coniaiiied in ..n- of the pails with wln.-h tl

"11 u.T- supplied, formm-, with the ImmI. .dl its furniture.
If h,. Ic-cs his I lead. V ha I will h,

liKi lias iiot 'i'heod.

»econi< of him ?— for lii

ire .- teiiacil

iown on the caiiii,-i)ed—like a oed

.-aid he to hinisell, a.-

'n .1 LHiard roMii)

ui.rd must here he said ahoiit this T
•hiroiie- C.llin at ueh a critical monieni. T

leodore. remelllhiTed

"111- Corsican, imprisoned f..r life at the a^. of ei-|
<" \'n murders, thanks to inlluential

ieo(|ni-e ( 'ah I

iteeii

^1 \^iM -ums, had h

interference paid for

in. lo whom ii

en made the fellow convict of .1.

e was chained, in l,s]<t and |,s-.'u. J,

a.-l ajie, one of hi> liiiest invi'i;ti

ii ipies

iiMiues

or he iiad
li-'iaiised as a ^^emlarme Icadin.i,^ Thcodnre t ,a!vi as h

' eonviet called hefure she commissarv of
Ifeel I'd in ihe ,-eaporl <>( U'uchefo'-t

,

jioliee- -had
where Ihe eoMVlct?

o/eii-. and u hi iv, ii was hoped, ihe-c two dan; :er-

8=*-
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'l|t|

m

OU.S rasrals vvoul. l.av. ..„d.,1 th.ir davs. Though thoy o.

M pnratr Ph, re wa. ..n^.^,^ ,„d r.stom! t„ ,|,, l,ulk<

)on Ca .. Ii,,,vra. .(a,.|u,.^ C.ll,,, ,vas on his uav to look

Italian. uas„t ..„„•>, .acnlind to th. ,„.«• idol
^

ind.vd. a lilVuitl, l,u.H.n. a youth ,n„o,rnr of all orini.
-1>'> l.-l onlv iiiin,.,. sins on hi. ..on>n..n..,.. dawn-d „n L
ii.-^ l)rio;iit and ^^dorioiN as a ^'i'i"n''i-^iiii: while witii Th.-odur...

im

mi

•m<T a f-arcT of indispcnsahlc vx\\w<
Th,. thoii.ht nf di.i.t.T a. a n.nh'.f I.u,.i.nV w.aknos.-

I'.'Y
turn, d hi. hniin-took vast proportion^ in Ja<n,„.. r.,].

,

"'""'• '!'"'• <""t<'niplatin- ,!,<• prol,ahil,ti..s of ^uHi .

,

'""""• ""• ""'"'PI'v nian Mx hi. ru.s fill with r.nr.
',

.-..n.„o,,,h:,t|,adl n ntt.Hv nnknou-n tn him .nc. .his
•'IMM'.t chlldhond.

••! mn-i 1„. in a furious iVv,.,-." sai.l he to hmisHf: -andl-P^if ..,df,,r,hod,,,.,orandom.rhim ahandsonio
'""• ''; "'" I"" "" "1 .onnnuniration uith L„.-i..n

"

At tin. n,o„„,„ ,h,. nn-nk.v hrou-ht in hi. dinner_" - 'Pnl.. iiseles.. my l.„v : I cannot eat. Tell the ...v-^ -r ,. , ,,. p,,,,,, , „,„, „,., ,,,„.^„,. ^,, ^^,^, ^__^, lamverv
ba.l, and I j,,.!,.,,,. „,v last hour has eorne

"

Hearuii, the ^nittnral rattle ,i,,.,| aeeompanied these word^
.w.rderl,oweda.du,.„,. .lae.p,,. ToUin el„n. uildlv „>

I...; liope
:

In,, udien he .,av the doeter and the Governor e..:ne
Jn o.ether. he pereeived that , he,,, ten,,,, u-a< ahortive. and
c'oollv awaite-l thenpsho, of the visit, h.ddimront his wr,--
1<ir tile d.K'tor lo fi-id his piilse.

"Tlie Ahhe is f..verish." said'the doet..r to Monsieur Hanlt.
IJtit It Ls the type of fever ue always find in inoulpatod pri-

;J1
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r^^—and to hm'," hv ad(i«>.i in thv ^'<»vernor'

;n.- . sijjn uf m)Ji»- •K'^tc^ uf ixuilt."

h,< then thr ^'<ivt ni«»r. t.. vvimni \hv public p'ost'ciitor liad

<'ar, "it is

mtrB.<f<'d Lfflcieu's i'lUT l.. I ivfii 1.) .laniu'j;^ Collin, loft
!l» .JuLior and tho prssom-r tu:retlicr uiitier tlif iruanl of
U::^-^i.T. aiKl Wfllt f.i f,-tch I he JH:

the

»'r.

i']i>M- ur, siiHl .lacqucs CoUin. s.'oin;: the ward.r outside
;\i

(i'"ir. and not imdiTstandinc why the ^
Ml. "i -hould think notliint: nf thirtv thmisand

iiii:,'hi Willi (ivc liiii'> to [,

ffovt-rnor had it ft

francs if 1

( v\;!l nui roh vou of vour

cicn dc l{ulicni|irc

nioiH'v.

•"' in this wor
•aid i»octor Lchnii

rid can ever coniiininicali' with him
iiraM'-

N iiK'.' said the prisoner in aniazi
•11' has lian^'cd hiinsclf-

\" tiirrcss roiihcd of I

nicnt. •\Vh V.-'

icr u helps ever startled an Indiai
Mi:

to hi:

th a yell so fearful as that id" d
feet as a ti-rcr rears to sprin^r. and lircd a 'dn

H-qlK - ( 'ollin. will

nee at
'!'• doctor as scorchin- as the Hash nf a falling thunderholt.
I'll li'' tell hack on the bed, exclaiming:

' di, mv son !

•''""I- nian !" said the doctor. niov«'d hv thi< t <>rriiic convul-
natiire.

K-t.Ii:
(•

II I he words, "Oh. inv

the first explosion gave wav to siich utter coH Ipse
son. wrvc hilt a niiirniur.

is this one going to die in our hands too?"' .^lid the turn-

•No: it i< inipossihif cijues rollit) went on. raisin<^

1.

^clf and looking a! the tw.. witnesses ..f the scene with a
I. '"Id eye. "Yon are ini-tak''n : it is nm lau-icn ; you did

.\ man cannot hang liimstdf in one of these cell ,

answer
-how could I iiang mvself li,.re? All Pari^ shall

'• 111'- fnr that bov's life! Cn,]

I'll'' warder and the dnct

"Wes it tn IIH

I'l- were amazed in their tiirn-
hom nothing had astonished f,.r nianv a lon^' d

' '!l <((

li'IK-c 1

'ing th
av,

e governor. dac-.|nes Collin, crushed hv the verv
'f this outliurst of grief. seciiH'd .-omewhat calmer.
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;;['•'".. F,,„.irn:'-s,i,l J.„.,|u..s Collin.
1 •^, iiinrHiriir."

'- not t!i;it voiiiiLT mail-

i:;:%r^-"^ --•
-..t^:;n-rr;l;;":;

"Voii cjin. if VI

rcrnnvc v.Mi from il,,..,. ,vU<: V(

'"nliiirnicnt. iiioiisifiir."

;;'

'il<"- ;;'k,. his n,n,„, f„, I li,,-.. ord-rs to
'"' '"''' "•> '""^rcr in .such close

.fr.i.ltop,o„to;;hi:J,;'''-'''''"''^^'^'"*'>'-'n'-null,ow.s

fo |,K,.- ir i , I

• '"' '•'''"'" >'" 'i<iv no

If Ml h iivi' chililrcn. .-'•ntl.'ni..n," siid .lacquos Collin.

.

I

.
Now ,< .or.. ,o ,„,.,!.,„ d,.,.,,i,:lHit von"

r , "T-"'^- ''^'" if ^-"'n' fathers. ,t

.M''»sMl.l..,o,.,vorv.,,,i,Myfro„,thou.||stnt!,o

^

•..,>. Ili^'tuosoi.of roonisan. <livi.M hv .-m un-

' /' :''7'-^^'''''''''''<i<ilmVMa,vluml,..asitis'alM
i:

I'd hy the dortor,

iicioM was lying

it, seizing it in
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.1 -].-n..rntp mil.rii,'.. with a passion and impulse tliat ma.lo
til - -[.i-ctatori slinddcr.

"Tli'iv." said the doftor to Monsieur (lanlt. '-that i^ an in-
M,-,.,(r nf what I was lellin- yn.i. Yoii s.v that man . 'hitching
111' '"-dy. and you do not I<mow what a corns.' is' it is

•I..;ivc mc ahmc!" said Jacrpios C.Hin in a sniothcrod
>'"-: ••! liiivc not huij,' to look at him. Tlicv will take him
;iU;iy to

"

II'' paused at the word "hiirv him."
^''ii will allow me to have some relic nf my dear hov

'

Ui'l you 1)0 so kind as to cut oil' a lock ..f his hair for mc,
iii"ii~iriir." he said to the doctor, "for 1 cannot "

'II'' wa- ccrtaiidy his son," s;:id Lehrun.
I'" ynn think so?" replied the jrovcrnor in a meaning

l-ii'-. which made the doctor thoughtful lur a few minutes.
"

TIk governor gave or.h'rs thai the prisoner was to l.c lef(
1'^ 'Ih cell, and that some locks -d' hair shouhl I.e cut for the
s'!t-^tvled father hefure the JM.dy should he removed.

\i half-past five in the month" of May it is easv to read a
!'"M in the Conciergeric in spite of the iron h;ir^ and the

'

! '^'' wire trellis that guard the windows. So .lac.pics (",,|-

hi; ;v;hI the dreadful letter while he slill li^.h! lai,-ie„-. hand.
I >'< Mian is not known who can hold a lump of ice f,,r ten

'"I'lles lightly clut<hed in the hollow ,,f his hand. The cold
!'• nrir.M,.s f,, the very life-springs with mortal rapiditv. I'.ut
''"'il.ct ,.f that cru.d chill, acting like a poi!^(m, is as nothin.'
! 'hn whieh strikes to the s,.ul from the e„|d. ri.'id liand n?
';";i'''"l thus held. Thus Death speaks to Life; it" tells many
" ' '. M.Tcts which kill many tVcling.-; fur in maiters of fcef-
in- I- not change death ?

A> we read through onee more, with .Tacpies Collin,
' " '

II ~ hist letter, it wiil strike u,s as being what it waa tJ
'ii ^ man—a cup of poison:

—
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'To the Abhe ( arlos fhrrrrn.

Mv DEAn AnnK,— r have hnd onlv bonofits from you, and
I havo hot ram] y..u. This involiinrarv iriirratitudo is killing
mv, and whon you m.d thosp linc^ 1 shall have ceased to exist,
lou arc not here now to save nic.

"Yon had piven me full lilxTty. if I phonid find it advan-
ta<roniis. to destroy yon hy flinfrin^' you on ili.^ ground like a
ngai-eiid

; hut I have nimed you hv a blunder. To escape
from a ditlieulty, deluded by a clever question from the px-
amininjr judge, your son by adoption and grace went over to
the side of those who aim at killing vou at anv cost, and in-
sist on proving aii identity which I know to 'bo impossible
iMnween you and a French villain. All i.-; said.

"Between a man of your calibre and me—me .,f whom you
tried to make a greater man than I am capable of being—no
foolish sentiment can .ome at the moment of final parting.
\ou hoped to make me powerful and famous, and vou have
thrown me into the gulf ..f suicide—ihnt is all. 1 have long
heard the broad pinions of that V(Ttigo boating over mv head.
"As you have .sometimes said, there is tlH> posterity of Cain

and the yostcrity of Abel. In the great human drama Cain
IS m opposition. Vou are dc^cmd.-d from .Vdam through that
line, in which the .l.vil still fans the fire of which the first
spark was flung on Kvc. Among the dcuKms of that pedigree,
from lime to time we .^ee oni> of stupendous power, summing
up every form of human energy, an.l resembling the fevered
beast.s of the de.«ert, whose vitality demands the vast spaces
they ^ind there. Sinh men are as dangerous as lions would
be in the heart of .Vormandy ; tlicy must have their prey, and
they devour common men and crop the monev of fools. Their
Bpori is .^o dangerous, that ai last they kill the humble dog
whom they have taken for a companion and Uiade an idol of.
"When it is (.iod's will, these mvsterious beings may be a

Moses, an Attila, Charlemagne, Mahomet, or Napoleon; but
when He leaves a generation of these stupendous tools to rust
at the bottuui of the ocean, they are no more than a Pugat-
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mIii'IF, ;l Fouclu', il li

liil't.d uith i

'UVL'i, or till.' Abbe Carlos Hernera.

lilrlii ;i Mil man
niinense {.ower over tenderer souls, they entrap
i«le th

ll i.> Ihe

it'in. It is ^Tfind, it is fi ne in its way.
pui.M.nous plant with ^r„rye..us colorinK that fasci-

iiaii- (liildreii in the woods. It is the

\-H h

vou ou^'lit to dwell in aw
poetry of evil. M

lavi' made me li\e that vast lif

es and never come out of tl

en

lem.

.•II'C 1) e.Mstence: so 1 niav v

'<•, and 1 liave had all my
iTv well take mv head out of the

'-nlian knot of your policy, and slip it into the running knot
"1 iiiy iravat. "

••T- repair the mischief I have done you. 1 an. forwarding
'' Ih' l-nbhe prosecutor a retraction of niv deposition. Vou
^wll know how to take advanta-o of this .ioeument

•• n v"-tm-of a Will formally drawn up, restitution will be
"'^'l''. A.M.s.eur

1 .\bbe, of the moneys belon^nn^ to your
'"d.r which you so imprudently devoted to ,nv u.<e a. a re-
Milt ni your pateriuil afrrcii.,,, U,r ine

••And so farewell lareuell. colossal ima^e of KvU and
< '.rruption

;
farewell to you, who, if started on the ri^rht road

.....In have been ^r,.,a„,p t\v,n .Xinienes. -:reat..r than Hiche-'
i-n \nu have kept your prnnuses. 1 ll„d ,nvself (mce tnore
J^-l ^'> was on the banks of the Chaivnt... after enjovin- bv
>'''•

!"'l'. the enchantments of a dn an.. Hut. unf..rtunatelv
';

- not now m the waters <.f my native place that I shall
'"'-n the errors of a boy. but in the Se.ne. and my hole is a
" in the C(mcier/rerie.

1'" not regret me: my contempt for you is as great as my
•i'liiiiration. '

"LUCIEN."

A little before one in the morning, when the men came to
.- '

away he body, they found Jac.|ues Colli,, kneeling by
'' .Kd the letter on the floor, dropped, no doubt, as a sui,.ide
'';'l'^ the pistol that has shot him; but the unhappv man <till
i

•' i-ucien s hand between his own, and was praying to God
'" -^'-""ig tlus man, the porters paused for a mo.nent. for

'.>- looked like one of those stone images, kneeling to all eter- pi

r--"
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nify (111 :i rii. •,!!;, \;i| i,,,,,!,. il,,. u..ik ..f sumc -toni'-ciirv.T's
^'••lilU!-. 'I'll,' -liJiii, [III, -1. Mill, rvi-. II- lillu'lll il- il tl-.T"s. 1,111

.Miircii.il into Mi|., iiim Hill n,ui(lil,\. -. imprc-M'ti the ni.'ii

tliiil Ihi'v i;- iitl\ !,i,l linii ri,-c.

"\\li\ ? Ur ii>k.(| iriij.liv. The iiii,lii,i,,iis 'rr<)iii|K'-lii-M(irt
Wiis il- iiuck il- II child.

The if'Scnior |m,i;i1c,| jnni ,,iit \i, Mmi-irh, d.. CJiiir^ri'lMiiir
;

Jill.
I
hr. r. -|»(I|||- Ml.ll ImC. :m(i hclirx ill;r I|,,.,| .li|«(|Ut.s Col-

'"' "•'- I'l.itcl III,. |,ii,-i 11,. c.ill,-,! hiiiiM'lf, cxpiiiiii,.,! til,.

'"'"'''- .-'^'H I'.v M'iiiMiiir '!, (iriii.Mll,. unh iv>r;ir.I t,. ih,.

liiiHiiil s,r\i,c iiiKJ .Mriiniiviihiii,. .-hownm- th.ii n ^\;,< .,|,^,,.

Iiilily ii,,r-iin iImi ih,. |„„ly -h.Mil.l 1„. tniM.-r.Tiv,! i„
i.lHI.'ir.- I.MJ-in.t;--. (.Mlili M;il;M|||i|i-, uh,!V ih-' |)ri.-Is WtTf
wailiii:;- In Wiiiih \>\ ii Inr ih,' r,.>t ,,t' ih,. niLdil.

"Il i> wi.nhy ,.r ihiii ji ml, iiiiinV \\,||-kii<>vMi iiiii;,rniin-

iii'ity." Mii,i .l,i,,|ii,.> CMJiin -iiillv. "T,.!! 1,.|,|. iii,,n-i,M,.
,

t .It lie iiiiiv i-fly Mil iiiv LMiiiiiml,.. Y,.,, | ;,in in ii |.,>-itinii

In <iu him ^'iviit ?;, rvicc. j),, ii,,t |',,r--, i i!i,.„. u..nls; ijicy iitv

of III,' iitiiiii« iiiipii; liiii,.,. |.i hin

"<»li. iniiii-niir! -i iiin-,' riiini-,, ,.,1,1,' ,.vcr ii iiiiin's spirit
when i',,, -('\i'ii limir- h,. Iiii- wcpi ,,\,.i- ^ucli n .-,111 iis he
And I >hiill Ml' I 111 111, Ml-, I"

Aflcr uM/iiii: uncc iiimc iit I !|.i,.n with im cxpiv.-sioii of;!
iiiothcr iiir, ft of 11, r <.|iil,r> |-. niiiin-. .Iii('.|ii,.s Collin .sink ni

il liciif,. .\> h,. siu Liu irnV l„iil\ , iini,.,] jiuiiy, he uttorcd ii

^roiin thill iiiiiili' III,. Ill, 11 Imrrv nil'. Th,. pnhjic prns<.ciit<jr">

priviit,' H'cn.tiirv iiiid ih,' -nvmi.,!- nf ihc pn>,)n hii,| ahviiily
Illild,' llicir ,'-,iipi' fiiiiii ll ,. xi'Mr.

Wliiit hiid h,'i',,ni,' .,r ih'ii i,',,;i -uiril : of ih,' ih^ci-ion whirh
WHS ;i niiitch in .-uiftn,'-< t'nr ih,' ,y,': ,,r t|„. niiliiiv in wlii.li

Ihouuht iind ii(.|i,,ii llii-hcd f,,rt!i io-viIht like on,' fliinic: <,f

the sill, 'ws liiird,.|!,'d hv thiv,. -pi'll, ,,f hdn.r nn th,' hulks, iimi

liy three I'siiipcs. the niu-,!,'- whiili hii,| :ii.||iiin'i| the iiieiiillif

tcnipiT ,.f n siivii-i'"s liiiil,-' ln,n will \ u'hj to 11 ceriiiin

itinoiint of liiininieriiii: or pi'i-i-i,'iit pre-siire: its iiiipeiietriiiili'

iiii,|,'(.|il,'-. pnrifii',1 iin,| niiid,' liniiiotrfncoiis l,v iii;ni. niiiv he-

collie di-iiitruriiti'il. mid uilhnnt hiinL' in :i -tiitr of fusion llic
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ii;rl;i! li;is lost its povv.r ..f iv>i>i:iii(.'. llia.kMiiiths. |.,<k-
M.nlli-. luol-iniikiTs son;, tiiii.'s .\|.iv-.- tlii> -lalc l,v >,iviii>: the
1I..I. I. n/ti,„j. appnipnalm- a w..nl aj.|.li..,| rv'.lnsiwlv I..

ii. Mi|.. wliicli is rnliic,..! to pulp aixl libiv l.v maceration.
U. II. llu- luiinaii soul. or. ,f v.,,, ui||, ,1,,. ilnv.fold povvxTs of
i""!;. Ii'iirt. and intcllc, i. uih1,t (fitaiii ivpfatcd >hocks. ^rvt
iiiiu Mi.il a coiidilioii as liliroiis iron. 'I'licy loo arr disintt"-
L'lat.d. S.ifncf and law and \\u- puldic'.Mck a tlioiisainl
I. Ml-.', fur the tfrrddf (•ala>ir(.pli(s on raduav- vitu-ri\ |,v tli.'

nii'iiiri' of an ir..n rail, that of IJcllrvno lMin,L' a fanion's in-
staiuc: hut no one lia.> a>kcd llir cvidrn.c of ih,. rral experts
in Mi. li matters, llie Mack.Mniilis. u ho all >av the sune thin;;.
Tile iron was strin^'y!" The daii-er cannot lie f..rese<-n.'

M. Ml that lias K«>iu- .-oft. and metal that has pre.-erved its
I' .Miity. iiotli look exactly alike.

I'ri. -Is and examining' .jii(l;,'e,- often find -xreat criminals in
III:- -lal.'. 'I'lie awful experi.Mu e- ,d" tlu' .\.-M/e Coiirl .ind the
•l.i-l lodet" (ommonly produce tin- di>-ohilioii of ihe nervous
>^-icm. even in the >lrong,>t nalure.-. 'i'iien confessions are
I'iiin.d hy the mo-t lirmly .<ei lips; then the lou;;!,,.^! hearts
i'l.'.ik

; and. >lraii-v to -ay, alwav.- al llie inoineiit when thcM'
•
'iif.— ions are usel, -s. when this weakness as of .ieatli

.-nai.lii- from the man the mask of innocence wlii.h made
•'mm ICC unea.-_\— for it always i> uneasy when the criminal
lii'- \ullioiit confessiiijr his crime.

\ M.lcm went lhroii;.di this collap.-e of everv human power
<i licld ()( Waterloo.

Al ei.irht in the nioriiinj:, when the ward.'r of lli.> lietier
<ll- cnleivd the room where .lae(|iies Collm was coiitined,
'" l';ii"il him |)iile and lalm. lik" a man who has colkrled
ill! I'ls streiifftli liy .-hecr determinalion.

•Ii i- the hour for airin-,' in the prison-xard." said the tiirn-
i^'>

; "you ha\e not hecn out for three days; if you clioo>e to
i^iKc air and exercise. v>iu niav."

•'anpies Collin, lost in his alisorliin^' tlioiijrht.-, and lakini,'
1" intcnst in himself. rcLMrdinir himself as a irarm.Mit with
11^' JK.dy in it, a jierfect raj:, never suspected the trap laid foi'

I-.
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Ik

cor-

"ic

Th.. „„|„pj,v „.,„ u,,„, ,„„ „„rh.ni.allv. alorur the

APiH.i>. lln. pa.s,-,,v joins tl,;.( ofll,.. iK.ttrr crlls •

uihI i,

/.''" '^' f^;'''>- ''•'"''' i''tlH. Tour (!onlK.,.,h.r,. is a.pinlstauvas. ],.ad,n. fmm tlu- dark passa^.. and s.rvi,./ 1

on uioir way iroui or to tlio yard.
Kvry prisoner, ^y]n^\m eonnnitt..d f.u trial or aho'uh--nt,.„,.d and tlu> pr.sonc.s nnd.r s„spi..i..„ uLlfh

r.'pr,.v..d fron, tlie dosc.t ,...iis-in J,-i. .vrv on, infin.nu.nt ,n the Con<.i<.r;:.ri,. takes exer.ase in ,1 < •

|;;;-i-.rtyardrors<,nH>l,.nrsevervdav.e.pee,allvi,,: ;li""rs ot sun.n„T ,„ornin..s. T!,i. nvrea. ,.„ ,.. , .,,IIS nvrcalion ^Tonnd. the
-jprnon.tothesea,ro,dor,,u.ludksononesid..;

,h:
.lm..t.j,lu..orldnn.ou,lMlH.p.dann.^

iM. ..n.l the
. sMze Cnul. I, strikes a -Mvater ehill perP^.an even the sealfoM. The sealFoM „,av he a ped.lta

to M.ar to heav,.n fron.
: l.ut the prison-vani is everv' infanivon earth eoneentraled and nnavnidahh'

\\lH.,herat I.aFnreenra, Pois^v. at Mel„n or at Saint.-
l'I.>i-M<'. -.i pnson-yard is a pri>on-yard. The same det.iU
-;-"'l,v repeat.!, all l,n, the e„l„r „r ,he walls, .,-.

-^ .

an the .paee eneh.ed. S,. „„s S,ndv „f Mi,!;;
;•'••''.' - '"';" '<• ;ts nan,., if it ,1,] „„, i,„.|ude an exaet
<l<'-^<Til'linn nf this I'an.h.niuniinn nf i'ari<

'';;''•'• '!'' '-li^rhlv vaulln,^ wh,eh >nppor,. the hnvor enur,-
';'•---•'-'' Appeals then, is eh.,. ,.Mhe,-,.nr,hareh.
>onesai.us,.d ..Sa,n,-I.on,.. Mis>aMl. n.rt^in

„ alms and do,„^ d,„y ,n nnr day a. a eonnter for (heMie of eatable, to the prisoners. So a> >oon as the pnsui.-
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\:ir ] i> (ipcii to till' ]..,s()iuTs, they <,'ath('r round this -loilc

lui>]r. wliich (lisphivs such ilaiiitics as jail-hin].- dcsin

;i.i!!'l\ . rum, and the like.

iii

Thi' (ir-t iwo archways on that si(!c of the yard, facing tl

iitiiic corridor

—

the oiilv vc>ti<rc now (d' Saiiit-l^ouir

le

ir l>\/.:\

iiMt [jahicc— I'oriii a parlor, where the prisoners and
i!h'!I' cuiMisel may meet, to whieli the |)risoners liave ac

thi'iHiuh a t'orniidalil e 'latewav—a ilouhie nassaj :e, railed o tr

a'lnous hars. witiiin the widlli of the tliird arcliwav.

double wa\' If like the t em!>o rary passa;,'es arraiii^ed at

II, r <ln(t r of a theatre to keep the line on occasions when a
_M' al .--uccess hriii'r-; a crowd !s parlor, at tlu' very end
i'( ilic vast entrance-hall of the Coneierirerie, and liirhted hv
l""ji-lio!cs on the yard side, has lately heeii opened out towards
till' iiack. and the ojieninjjf tilled with j.da>s, so that the inter-

viiu- of the lawvers with their clients ire under supervision
i')i- innovation was made necessary hy the too <jreat fascina-

hrouLrht to hear hy pretty women on their counsel.ii.iii-

W ions are like

ion, where

iiv will morality stop sliort ? Sucli ])recaut

i!ir icady-madc sets of (juestions for self-examinat

I'Wi'i- iniaiiinations are defiled hy nieditatinir on nnknown and
iiiiiii>t rolls di'pravity. In this parlor, too, parents and friends

e alloweil hy the authorities to meet the ])risoners,

«l!i ilier on remand or awaitinji their sentence.

tnav li.

le reader mav m)w nnderstand what the jirison-vard

till- two hundred i)risoners in the Coiicier^'-erie : their

a irarden without trees, heds, or th

irar-

wers— 111 sliort. a
I'li-on-vard he parlor, and the stone i f Saint-Lou is, where

'i i'ooij ;in(l li(|ii()r as are allowed are dispensed, are the onlv
-ilile means of comiiuinication with the outer world.

he onlv time when theTl II' hour spent ill the vard ]>•

i"'i~"ii' ! is in ilie open air or the societv of his kind : in otlier

pn-oiis those who are sentenced for a term an- hroU'dit to-

hi'i' in wo
ill

rk.-hops : hut in the Coneier<,'-erie no occupaf ion
oWf( 1, e.\ceptin,<x in the jirivilcp'd cells. There tlio

;ti-'iiljing idea in every mind is the drama of the Assize
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(our,. .,,.,,. „„. ,.„|,,,„ ,„„„., „„,,, ,„ ,„ _.^^,^^^._^^^, ^^_, ^^^ ^^^

i..™::,r":'„::.,";;''::„"""''-
' '-'"""^ - « '-

, ,

"i.Hiiiit.' tile civniii u M„. ,.),• ^ri,,....

''?'•"""•
''•'•'''^'•-"•'-^'•.v.n,-rn,.lnh.n, 1.,,,, ,;,,;.

V

'

:,^V''7''V''^'''-'''
'M' into ...llOa lo,l,(l..at,ons o„

^n
, ,, l,.,,l „f .Tnnin;,!... ,]] uu-,uW M.^pi.ions nl" ..r-h other

u.nos.t
,
an.l ,l,.s,.„r, face to fa.v ui,h that (Wrad,.,! m-w

All ,> .,Hvc-hi,.><-,lu. walls an.l „„.„•> .•,„,.,.„„..>. To .1,,.,.
;l'-nva,n,v. Wan,.Mn.s..v..vuh..,v:.,x....p,i„,.;,,:

Joitii,.,!. ihcv (huv not tfii.-t .Mcl, „th.T
Tin. p„!i,.,, al|-p,.na,lin.. pn,s„ns th. atn.osphoro an.l

''•'^" '"'" '"<""'"' A.nnvi.-t uho„„.,,^lnsn,nsi fa,,,,!

hr'nnl''''"''';'
'""'"""' '" -"V not hav.. n.p,.„t;.,| ;,„h,u. n,a,lram„t...,ontosavohislif... Thi. a!,s,MU-o of ,0,

ir

Hill

1-

if liiicffv. alroadv >

fi .u,h..,va.lot fho ,.../,,„„, H„ .....anvauvs,
I M..^. of ,1„. p,-,son-yaf,l. Th. "nafk" (in French, h-Vouf.n or /. ro<i,i.ur) is a spv who atr,.ets to ho senteno-dW >o,,u. s,.n,H„ ,.nv„eo, a,id whoso skill eonsists in pretend-

'"^^ I- !.- a .hum. The ''chum,-' in thieve." slan-r, is [ skilled
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llurl'. a [)rofi'j:siniml wId Iim, cut liiin^'ll" ailril't from socirlv.
iii'l Ml' .ins to rviuiiiii a lliief all his (lav>. a;iJ .•.intimics faiif,.'

111! ilirnii-h tliick and ihin to the laws of the suvll-inol).
Cnnu' an.l niadnc-s haw a (rrtain iv-^aniihi'ic,'. To sec

i!ir prisoners of iho ( 'oncirrircric in the yard, or ih,> madmen
lit llie -iirdrii of an a^vlum, i- nnirh tlir same tliiiii:. i'ris-
eiur- and Innatio walk to and fn,. avoidin.LT eaeh other, look-
i.'i;: nn with more or le>,- stran-e or \ ieions .glances, aecord-
'"- '" ''"• "I"'"' "f '111' moment, hut n-ver elnvrfnl. never
_-;. e; they know each other, or they dread eaeh other. 'I'he
"IH' !|''l'l"" "f llleir sentence, renior.-e. a;:d ap|.rehensioll
~'^'' '" •' ' "!<'" "M'l-eisin,-:, the anxions, furtive' look of the
nisan.'. !)idy the most e<m.-nmmate criminals have the an-
'!.i'ii\ thiit ;ipe> the (iuieuide of re,-iiectahiiity. the sinceriiv
'!'

.1 elt-ar conscience.

A- men of llic hotter class are few. and >hame keeps the
hw uhoM. crimes have hrouirht them within (lo,,r>, the fre-
Mii.Mi'er- of the prison-yard an' for the mo^t p.irt (hvssed as
v.'.rknien. I!loiis<'s. lon^- ;|,id short, and velveteen jackets prc-
!'' id. rate. Thc.^e coarse or dirty Lrnrments. harmonizing?
"!ili ilie coarse and .minister faces and hrutal manner—som,C
hIiiiI Mihdiied. indeed, hy ttie -lo(,my retlections that \vei;,di

MiMiirn in prison—everythinL;-. to the'sileiice that rclirn^, c(m-
i';i'iites to strike terror or di<i,nist into the rai'e visitor who, i)y
li L'!i iiilliiencc, has ohtained the |>rivile,ire. .-eldoin .sxranted,
ef unitiir over the <'oiicieri,rerio.

'ii-t iis the sie-hl of an anatomical miisoiini. where foul
'I - iM- are represent.'d hy wax modrl>, makes the voiith who
II '' I'c tak.Mi there more chaste and apt for nohler'and purer
!->', ^n the sio:ht ,,f the C.iKa'cr-erie and of the [»ri<on-vard,
' '!"! -^ith men marked h.r the hulks or the scalfold or "some
tii--!;:.-efiil punishment, inspires many, who mi;,dit not fear
'-" Hivine .Tu.stice whos- \ ,i,-e s[)eaks so loudlv to the
""-' H'lu-e, with a fear of Imman justice: and thev eoine out
i''!"-t men for a long time after.

A- the men who were exercising in the prison-yard, when -'It
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tlnn .1,,. 1
^ "''/'"'""'/ "i"f 'ii^' \\"ul.l be rxc-.Ued, not Ir-

iv.-ov,.r..,l T.\-..n f f
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fioin Ihc Pulilic l.il.nirv; for tlir uiiliapijv |rii(l..ii(y of our
;j' i> lo niiikc ,1 iiiiiidiT tlic more int(^(^lil,g m proportion
I' ill'- ^ivaicr >uiii of rnoiirv >cciiit(1 hv it.

I.:i i'oiirailk'. a siiiall, lean, dry man, with a face like a
MTU. Inrlv-fivf _v(.ar> old, and one of ihc (.IcI.rMies of the
pri->]i.- he had Miccc^sivcly lived in siiici' the H'^v of niiiotwii,
i ii'u .fa((|ucs Collin well; liow and wliy will be <vvn.
Tun ntlKT coiivicts. hrou-ht Willi hi I'ourailk' from l,a

1
-I"- uithin tlu-.-c twcnty-fonr hours, had at on.r acknowl-

"i-v(l and mad.- ihc whole j)ri>on-yard aeknowle.l^'e the
M;|.nniacy of this pa>t-master sealed to the scatrold. One of
tiir-r eonviets, ii tieket-of-leave man. named Nelerier. alias
l'Aii\ef-nat, I'ere IJalleau, :iii<l le l{(,uleur. who in the sphere
l-.i.'iun to the hulks as the swell-nioh wa< called Fil-.ii'-Soie
(r -ilkcn thread)—a nickname he ^wt-tl \,, the skill with
uiii.ii he -lipped through the various jhtHs of the Ijusiiioss

•*.is an old ally of .Fae.pics (,'o'liii's.

Trumpr-la-Mort so keenly suspected Fil-dc-Soie of phiving
' 'l"iil.le part, of being at once in the secrets of the swell-

spy paid by the ])olice, that he had supposed him
lie prime mover of his arrest in the Maison \'au.pier in
/.( I'ire (hiriol). Selerier, whom we must call Fil-dc-

I'ni. and a >

!m1h. the

t

"^-ie. as we >hall also call nannepont la Pouraille, already
-' iiliy of evading surveillance, was concerned in certain well-
l.-.wn roliberics without bloodshed, which would certainly
'

•' iiini back to the hulks for at least twenty vcars.
|''i'- "ther convict, named Higanson, and his kept woman,

'

''"'vn as la F.iffe, were a mo>t formidable couple, members
'•! i!i.- .-v,-ell-mob. Riganson. on very distant terms with the
l'"l •' from his earliest years, was nicknamed le Biffon.
i' i^»i \\;;s the male of la jjitre— for nothing is sacred to the
-«, ll-iM,,b. These fiends respect nothing, neither the law nor
'•!:-.-i"n. n(.t even natural history, who.-e solemn nomencla-
''''. It is seen, is j)arodicd by tlunn.

ihre a digression is necessary; for .Jac(pies Collin's ap-
!"'^n:nie<. Ill the pri.-on-yard in the mid-t of his foe-, as had
l"|'!i -o cleverly contrived by i'>ibi-ljipin and the exainiuin<r

^P

Iti" 1
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lU'IlSlljlr ami i||,|,n^Ml,|,. V>lll|nut N.lih' CNIllaililli.iII ilS t(. fh,'

uorM ,,|- Him v,.> a,,,l ,,1 il,,. hulks, its laus. ii> inaniicrs, ami,
;'l'"\«' .-ill. il.- lan-na-v. its iii,l,.,.iis [i.^riiivs of ^JM..rll Liciiig in-
(lis[>ni>aMr ill ihi- ji(,iii,,ii of iii\ lalr.

So.liisl of all. a iVu- uords iiiu>l be slid us to tlir vocal. iilary
<<( .-harpci-s. pirkjM.ckcis, thicvo. and iniird.TiTs, known as
Arirot. or thieves" ,aiii, uhieli ha,- of hiie |„.eii iiitrodiiecd jnio
lilcralure with so iniicli suece.-s that inoiv than one word of
tliat stran-e Ijn^'o is familiar on the rn,y lijts of ladies, has
'"''11 li'ard in <,Mld.'d bomjoir-. and heeo-ne the deli;,dit of
lu-inces. who Iiave (d'teii pfoelaiined themselves -(h.ne In-own"
(/lour) I Ami it mn>t he owiad, to the surprise no donht
ol many per>uns. that no lan<:iia;:e Is nioiv vi^r,,,.,,i,s or moiv
vivnl than that of ihis iinderirroiiml world which, from ihe
iH-iiiiiin,:,^': of cmuiiries with capitals, has dwelt in cellars and
shuns, in the third IJmho (d* society cveryu Ihtc {Ir troisinn,-
drssuus. as the expressive and vivid sian,-,' of the theatres has
It). For is not the world a -la.ixi'? /., froisinnr ,i,'ss„u.^ is

the lowest cellar under tlie sla.i^e at the Ojiera where ilh'

machinery is kept am) the men >tay who work it. whence the
fnotli^dus are rais.'d, the -ho.-ts, the hhie-devils shot up from
licll, ami so forth.

Kvery wofd ,,f this lan.i:ua<:e is a hold metaphor. in,irciiioii-

«r iiorrihie. A manV hrecches are his kicks or trucks
{iiiinilttnlr. a word that need not he explained). In this

laniruaire you do not >leep. you snooze, or doss {pioncrr—and
note how vijrorou»ly expressive the word is of the sleep of the
hunted, weary, distru>tfiil animal called a thief, which us
soon as it is in safety drops—rolls— into tlie <r„lf ,,f d.vp
sluniher so necessary under the min^htv wini^s of suspicion
always hoverin.ir o\er if. a fearful sl.vp. like that of a wild
Iteast that can sleep, nay. ami snore, aiul yet its ears are alcrl

with ( auiioii ).

In this idiom evervthiuLr is sava^'e. The svllal)les wliirh

hcLrin or end the words are har>li and curiously startlin^^ A
woman is a trip or a nioll {niie lanjtw). And it is poetical
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'tr.-iw is la plumr dn li,rtlllri'

li. unni iiiKlni-lit is |),ira|iliriiHd I

ii I'.irtiiyanl fmtlicr Ii..,i.

>v tuchi
il iiiiikc? (iiic .-iiiviT I Ji

liM(i> >lrikiii'

iiici r niii- iiiiiibrioli' i.- |i

'I',
tu ntlc a ro.iin. Wl,,.,, ;, f,,,.|

III K.nipMriMiii with "t(. dn.-s" (/

I .-(Tew tilt'

lie r\[)rc~.~iii|| i- (n "(
i \i,

ill). What nici

iimissir. Miakc a i\r\v

iirc.-.i|iic iiiiaircr'v I \\ "Vk \niif (liiriiinoc
niiiis) IS lo ra t : huw can tncii cat uitli the pr.li (('

.il I 111 II- heels"

AiM Ihis laii-ua-e ,s aluavs -n.uin;^: il keep- p^.v uiH,
"^'l'-'-^"l'"l- "11(1 IS eliriehe.l u,|h M,nie Hew exp;v.<i,,„ |,v
'••> " flesh liuenll.m. Tl,e pn.atn. Jim ovefe,! mimI intr.Mhieeil
1'^ l.-ni^.\\ l.atid I'anneiilier, uasal ..,„, ,lnhhr,l i,, Kreii.-h
.-l:i!l- a- the pi-r-s (.rail-e {UnUH/r n (\,rln,ns)

I

the ll'l-h liaVC
'"'!"l ''"'" 1"'^' ora,i-,..|. i!;n,k,iM|,.< ;,iv nivente,! • the
""•''

"' <")(•( call til..,,, Fli,„H,.. (/„/',//.. ,i„n,t.-.< frn„i
'•'"•''_ 'Ik; lia.iie of tlie ea-liier wiinM. sii^iiatiiiv tliev hear).
I -I'-;' {t"/i"f.) Caiiiict yuii hrar the i-ii-ile nf tii,. thin
!;:"i' 'I'he thoiisaiul franc-iiote is male tlini-v (i;,
I ""lit. the five Iinii.ire,] frane-tu.te is the IVinale; aiid c,,,,-

l^^iy^ill. v.ni „iay hesiire. find s.,i,ie whi„,>ieal nanie f,„- tin-
''i''"!i-''l and two hundred ri-anc-iiotes.

I" I"'"' <-uill(.tin invenie,]. with humane inrent the ex-
l"l:n..ns machine whi.-I, >nlved all the dillicultie.; involved
"' !'"• P'-nhlem of cai.ital punishmenl. Convicts and pia'.-
""•- fnm, the hulk> forthwith invesli-ated this eontrivan.-e.
'MMiini- as ,r did on the monarchical horderlan.l of the old
rv-Mn an.l the frontier of modern le-islalio„: thev instantlv
-'" i' The name of rAhbayr de M^mtp-a-Rciri't. Thev
l"-^-l at the an-le f,„.„icd hy the ste.d hhide, and de<,.nhed
'N .Mt.on as roapinor (fnuchrr) : and when it is rememhered
t-! t,i,. hulks are called the mea(h)W (/,• pn), philologists
|i''^' ::.linnv the inventiveness of these horrihle v,H'nhk^, as
' *-'!l' - Xodier wmihl have said.

'1^" 'n-h antiquity of this kind of >lanir is also note-
^^-'''iv. A tenth of the words are of old Ifomanes,,,,..
'' M-,, another tenth are tlie old (.'aiilish Krenrh .,f Ral,c|ais
l:u.,ndnr. to thrash a man, tu yive him what for: otnlundm; 1^

IIM
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to iiniH.v or to ".pur" him; nnnhriuin-. .Inin- anvthiiiK i„ ;,

r<nnu,i,nhn-t, nimirv; (linnnlr, a licinitv (tli,. iKiin'r of a ruvr
ol \MUii\ivAnv)

; fuui/lonssr. a pocket—a ••,.lv'--^an' all French
of the fnurteenth ami (ift.'cntti centuries. 'i"he u-„r.| „lf,'
""'"'ui,- life, is nf the highest ar.thpniv. Fr..,u -///V am'
thm-that Jisturh. lite ,s caile.l „//r, > (a muin- or sc..!,l„pr')
lieiice njjrnir. anvlhin.s,' that trniihlcs lif<'.

About a hiirwlre.l u.,nls are .lcri\..,i rm,,, the lan^Mia.'e „f
l-'iMurfxe, a name svmholixm- ih,. penpje. f.,r it is denvKl
from two (ireek words si;:nifviiijr All-workin^^

Science is clian-in,!: tlie la,'e ,,f the world hv cnnstnictirur
railroads, hi .\r-..t the t,,n,. i. /,• nnihnil Vif. the IJattl.r"

I lie name -^ven to the head ulnle still on the <houMcr.
—la .Sr,/-/,„/„M—^hows the antiqn IV of this dialect which i^

mentioned hy very earlv romance-writers, as Cervaiite- tii^'

Italian story-tellers, „„„ Aretino. Fn ail aires the moll, iho
prostitute, the heroine oi so many old-world romances, h;i^
'"•en th.. j,rotectre>s, coinpaninn, and comfort of the sharper
tlie thief, the pickpocket, the area-sneak, and the hurj^lar

I restitution an.l n.hhery arv the male and female forn,.
<d protest mad., h the natural state a.uain.st the social siah'
hven philos..phers, the innovators of to-dav. the huinaii-
itanans with the communists and Fourierists in their train
come at last, without knowing it. to the same conclusion-'
l.rostitut.on and theft. Th,. thief ,loes not ar^nu" out .nies-
tn.n.s of property, of iid.eritanee. and social resp„nsil)ilitv in
sophistical books; he abs„lntelv i-imres them. To him theft
I*' i.J.propnatin- his own. He ,|„es not -liscuss marria-e- he
(lues not complain of it; he does not insist, in printed rn.pian
dreams, on the mutual consent and bond of souls which can
neviT become gen.^ral

; he pairs with a vehemence of whicli the
bonds are constantly riveted by the hammer of necessitv
•Modern innovators write unctuous th ories, lumr .Irawu. and
nebulous or philanthropical romances: hut the thief acts He
is as clear as a fact, as logical as a blow ; and then his stvlel

Another tinner ,vorth n.^tin-: the world of prostitutes.
tluoves. and murderers of the galleys and the prisons forms
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:i |'"liiil:iti..n (irHlxiiit sixly ton^rlitv iIii.ii.shhI i^oiib, men ;uul
"'""" •'^'"li •! »"'l'l i> nut to 'be (liMlaiiini in n pictun-
'' iimmI. Ill iiuimicr,- ;in,l a lilcrarv iv|.rn(|iicii,,ii ,,1" tlif social
'""'.^- ' '" '""' '•'• ^^'Milarincni'. and ihc |>..li(c ciirislitutt'

i i''"lv almost r.jual in huiiiIht; is iioi that ^traii;:.' y Tins
aiiia.'uiiiMii (,r |.(T>niis i»T|M.tiially >.M.kin;,r ;„|,| avoiding each
"lii'i. and lighting ji vast and highlv dranial ir .In,.]. arc what
nir -krtchrd in this Studv. It has hccn tlic same Hung wilh
ihi.uiig and pill. lie harh.trv as with the stage, the police,
i!ic ime-iliood. and the gendarmerie. In the>e six walks
!' If" the individual contracts an iiidehl.le character. He
'111 II" longer he hiinseir. The stigmata of ordimiti(jii arc as
"I iiiutahle as those of the .v(ddier arc. And it is the same
I'l "til' r (allings which arc strongly in opposition, s^troiigcon-
ira-i- uith civilization. Tlio" violent, eccentric, siiiirnlar
-i_Mi.-,w// yc/(c/-(N—are what make the harlot, the rohher,
'!!• imirdcrcr. tlie tickct-of-lcavc man, s.. easily rccognizahle
i'.v iheir focN the spy and the police, to whom tluy'^ are as
i.;inir 1,, ihe ^p,,rtsman: tlicy have a gait, a manner!! a coin-
i'i'M"ii. a look, a col.ir. a smell— in shoii, infallible mark.s
•'

' ''"'"• Hence the highly-developed art of disguise
\' iiirii I he heriK's of the hulks acquire.

<'Me Word yet as to the constitution of this world apart,
^^iii'h the abolition of branding, the mitigation of i)enaltics,'
md the -illy h.niency of juries are making a threatening evil!
i'l iil"nt twenty yeai> j'aris will be beleaguered by an"army
-I l"iiy thousand reprieved criminal>; the department of the
>• III' and its lifteen hundred thousami inliabilants being the
';'•!> I'liict' in France where these poor wivtclics can be hid-

To them Paris is what the virgin forest is to beasts of
li!'

^

I li'- >wc||-mob. or more exactly, the upper cla<s of tliioves,
'

' 11 IS the Faubourg Saint-lJermain. the ari>locra<y of the
'''"' liiid. in ISKI. after the jicacc which made life hard for
•-" ••"i.\' ""''I. formed an association called les <jrnnd.-i

t""!'hlrls-~thv (ircat I'als—c<.nsi<ting (.f the most noted
'iM.-i-r-ihicves and certain bold spirits at tliat time bereft of

°* '-M
l
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;ni> inr.ii,. nf livm- Tin. «,„.! ,.,,1 ,„,.,„. Lmthrr. fnr,i,i
"."';""''"'" ^'11 IN ""... A. Hi iImm. ••(;,v;il I'.i,," .1,.. ,.,,an.'
-I lUr tli,..\n,^, rn.i.rnitv. lu,- „„„v il,,-,,, luvntv years w..,v

'7 *
'""' "' ApiM'a!. ih,. l„-m„t,. .,r I.,.;,rrnnu'. .-i.,.! ti...

Clii.inl.rr .,f |',,.r> ,,r ihis cuniiiiuiHtv. Th.-r ,,,,11 ;,li I,.,,]

tlu'ir |,n\;,h. ,M,iin>, vwlll rillHl. n, rn,,,,,,,,,,, ,ui,| ,i .-o,],. ,,1

lli.'ir oun. TIhv knru- .iMli ..thrr, .-.n.! ur,v j.Iv.LomI t„ h,,„
aiKl Miccnr ,,M h ,,il„r ni .lnIicnltM .. Ari.l thrv wrtv all vn

l;''''""" ' 'ii-k>nr Mun>.,r flu. |..,|m.,, h,„| a rharfr'^.f
tlifir nun. |ia,->v,Mr,ls ;in,| >i-n> ,,f r, rn^ri,,, ,, .,

''';"" ''^'"' '" '"'' ''"-'• ''"!-- ^""1 \"'V< of tl,.. pn^nn
wori.l li.id l,,rni..| tl,,. i'mmui,, ,.,~.,„-i;,tiuii uf i|„. Tm-tliousnhl
(>... /,. /',/.,. (;„riof). H, >tv|,.,l l,s ,.,,,.on nfan .i^'ivrMu-iit n
virlu.. nf uliMh ,„, |,,|, „a> tn I,.. iiiHl,.ri)ik..M i.y w!iu.h It.-^
than tell ihuiiMiinl iVanc- « M 1,,. --ni.

At that \rvv III,,,.. ,,, |>-j:).;;(,^ „„;„, „„.„|,,irs „..!•.• l)roii.'lit

'"" '" "''"'' ''" "'ll'-t'^" r-nv ,,! ti,i- a.-nriatinn an.Ml,..
naiiirs nf il„. h.nl.r,- u.iv |,ul,li>lir,i |,v a l'iiii.,iis uu'uAn;- ,.f

the p.,li..i.-forco. It uas l.Trifyiiig tn tind tlnTo an anny
of ^killr.l rn-iH..-. nial.. and f..|nal..; >,, niinh.|.niis. -.„ ,.|,.\,.r

M) (.nii>iantly In, kv. that Muh thirws as i-aMnurri. Cnllnn.v'
<.r Chnnaux. i,i,.„ nf Hfty an,! >i\ty. wrw .IrMnh...! as niitlau-'
]rn„, ,M„.„.tv fnui their (.arlH.M v.-ar^! What a (nnf,.s.inn
••» "" iiu.ptitudc -.f jiHli.-,. that n.gn,... so nl,| shni.kl he at
lar^'e

!

.fa(.inies Cnllin ha,] lM.,.n the eashier. tint nnly of iho "Ton-
tlK.u.sin.l," hnt al.M. ,,f the ••(u-.at I'aU," the' hernes of tlx
hulks. ('nnipet..nt aiithnniies admit that the hidks have al-
ways nuned lar,tresuiiis. This eiiri,. its faet is (mite cmfdvablr.
Stnleii e.,n,ls aiv ii,.\er i-eeovere,] hut in very sinj,ndar cases.
The (..ii!d,.iiiiu.d eriininal. ulin ,.aii take iinthing with him. i.

('hli',M.d to triiM soiiiehudy's honest V ai ,1 eaiiaeih-. and to ile-

))osit his m,.n,.v as. in the world of 1 nnes't f.,lks, money is

piaeed in a hank.

I>nnL^ a.iTo r.ihi-l.upin. n,)w for ten years a ehjef of the
^!epartm..nt ,if I'ni.li.. Saf,.ty, had Im-c'ii a tnemher of the
anstneraiy .d' •I'als." Ui^ avasou had resulted from of-

l\'
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f''inii(| pride; lie had Ik

fiirn
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til <nii>tantl
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1' III (nviir

fi\f~- ;i:.'aiii

li'iii|i;,'i(iii-i

M .1, ICUUi'S
icf, al-i

• iTl.nii <i>iiiprniiii,-i > |], t ,(.11 U iiii-

l.iq'iii ind lii^ (,|d .-iiripaiiiuii,. win, h (l,,. iii;i.i:i-liMt(s wen
i" ifiiitiiiiL;- in tiikf -( ritiii.'

in liis doirc fur viii^'r.iiHc, to ulii.Ii t 11' •vaminiiii'
J'" u:\i\ LTlMMi 'l.|\ ini-l.-r tlf nr(T-,-itv n{ i.lrnnrv n,:

''"i"'- < "ilni. Ihr .liirf „( III,. "Santy"" li;id very skilfully

li.i

r..-. II III- ,lill,.- I.y >cItillo; |a I ',,11 ra I ll,'. Fll-,I,.-.S,M,.. ,111. 1 lo
'I nil the >li:iiii .Spa iiiii .(N- |nr la |',,iiraill,. and Fil

'III lM-|.ii:j:(d to the "'J\ii-lli..ii,-and."' and Ic Hill',

do-

'M.ii I'al.

I.i Hille. I<' l5iiroi,-s rarinidnl.l !• trip, U III) \(, tlii- ,!;

illlMlil .if the p,,lMc |,\ ]uv >k|||

"II \va?i

I'. i'\aiii'n

I'! lii-irui-ii

MS Utilll.l'l, \\ llii -11
illy, ua- al liltcrty. 'i'

''|iii-,-. a ciimt,.,— . a haroius-. k,',.p- a

r-rir

i-iiit-. Tlii^.li

ii'f--l llil\- ,ip,'-:

carria.Lr,' and nifii-

•<juc- Cnlliii in jii'iiicii.iis i- the ,,nl

mipari' with .\-ic. .1

\' Woman
lr,|ll,s ('

Aii'l. in fact, every hen. of t'l,. Imlk^ j< |,

ini s n:,'lit liaii,

U..'!i;iti. r
iikiil |ip li\ a a,'d

n.-oii rcciiids and the
!li't- will tell voil tl

seeri-I papers III' th,- I, IW

ilut ..fa I

n>^ ; III- h'.!i,'-l \Miinaii's 1'

I i'\^i>{ lor her spiriiiiai diiv, t,,r, lias

'I '11' llii' aiiaelmieiit of a ini-ti e.-s who vhares the
•1 -'' at eninilli

>\e. iiut e\('n

e\iT lii'i'ii Lrreater

fdaiiLrers ,1

Wol, th ese men a passion is almn-t aluavs th,' fir-t

II' ilarinj,'- enter|iri>es ami nnmlers. T
(.institutionally. a> ih-. d, :t,,rs sav—mak

!• -l-t|li|,. t,, th,.,,11. calU e\er\ iii..r,il ai

cause

le exccs-ive love

es Woman

""erlnl natures in

id pliy>i,'al force of
to action. lliiiei' the idleness

'i cMii-nmcs tlu'ir dav^. f,ir e\

d restorative food. Hence their loathing of

ces.-es oi pas>i,>n iieeessitate

all work.
n:iL:- these cri'atiires to have
•'•"i: money. And yet. the in-ed of a liv

Vlu ent as it is, is hut a trill

recourse to rapitl ways of

injr, and of hijrh

e in comparison with tlu
r:i\ai:aiice to which these ireneroiis ]\Iedors

'} ill'- mi,-t

ire jirompteil
ress to whom they want to give jewels and d
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and ul,o-alu;>,vs ^rn,,,,i,__,„,,,
,i^.|, j.^,,_,,, ^,^^_ ^^

wants a s h:avl. ,hH..vu. su.als i,. and tluMvo„,an S..S .n^lu
a prool (if love.

This is how r..l.l„.ry lK..ins; and rnhlHTv, if we exa.nino
the human soul :hn,ugh a l.ns, will U- >vvn U, h. an alnuKt
iiiitiiral msliiict in man.

nnhUvry U,nl. m mnnl.r. an.l munirr h.nls tli,. Iov.t step
I'.v >ti'i> to the scall'old.

'

lll-iv^nihn.d |)hy>i,al desire i^ therefore, in these men if
MX' may heheve the medieal laenlty, at the root of >ev,.n-temhs
ol the erimes eonunilted. And. indeed, the proof is alwavi
found, evident, palj.ahle at the post-morfem exatnination of
IH" ernninal att.r his exeeution. And the>e nionstrous
<»vers. tlu- seanrrows of soeiety, are ado.vd hv th.ir n,,^-

tre*>es. It IS this female devotion, s-iuattiiit,' faithfullv at
the ju-isoH .ate, always ,.a^.,rly halkin- ,lu. ;,,„„i„ . .,(• „,,,
i'-y.i.nner. and ineorruptihiy k-epin^' th,. darkest secret^
Mliicli make so many trials imptmetrablo mvsteries

I'l tins, a^aiii, lies the struic,,], ,, ,,,,,1 a. the weakness
ot tlie aeeused In the voeahulary of a prostitute, to b^
lo.iest means to break none of the laws of this attachment.
to give all tier money to the man who is mhbrd, to look after
his «miforts, to he faithful to him in everv wav. to undertaKe
'I'.ything lor his sake. The bitterest insult one of the^e wo-
men eau tling in the teeth of anothor wivt.lie.l creature i>
to accuse lier of infidelity to a hner //, ,/""'/ ( in prison) In
tliat case such a woman is con,>id,.red to have no heart

La Ponraille was passionaf.jy in love with a woman a<
Will be ^t'i'u.

Fil-de-Soie an egotistical ),hilosopher. who thieved to pro-
vide for the future, was a good deal like Paceard, Jacques
C ollia s satellite, wh<, had lle.i with Priulence Servien and the
^ven humhvd and fifty thousand fraiio between them Ih
iul no attachment, he contenin..d women, and lo^ed no one
but l-il-de-Soie.

As to le IJitl'on. he d.'rived his ni.kname from his connec-
tion with la ISUfo. (La Bilfe is scavenging, rag-picking.)

T-y-
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i^niishcd iiiciiihci-s (,r hi /unite pinrr the
All. I ihcsc llircc (li^tiniriiislici

liri.-iMi-r;

•'",
,-

*'""'"' '•"•"•Its that wnv s,„n,^\vhat"l.anl"tii"l,rinlJ

\.. w... hut tl... .-aslnVr ,.o„l.l knnu- I,ou- ,„anv of l,is clients""V Mill alive, and what ..adi nianV share w„„hl ho The'-"a ht.v to wliieh the depositor. ..to peeuliarlv iiahle had
'"'""•'l^i l>as.s for Tron.poda-.Morfs ealouhuions when he
n - 'U.'d to enine.zl.. the fund> f-.r Lu,-ie.,-s honeflt. Bv keen-
i:;- iiiniself out of th.. way of ,ho poli,,. and of his paN forMH^ ;rar> Jae.,i.es Collin was ahnost oertain to hav,. fallen''. l,v the terms of a-reenimi a.non- the assooiates
t^; >;v.-tlurds of the dopositors. Rosides. could ho not
'"' ':' """ In- h:- repaid the pals who had heen sera--ed'^
^' ''"•'• "" "He had any hold over tl,o>,. arr„i />„I,'^^\U.
|"'^"-.i'i"> rnisted hini hy eonipulsiou. for (!,. hunlod Hfo lod
^'>

'
''ivu-ts necessitates the ,nost lo],oaie confidence h.tween

''-•.-..try oft!, .Tew of savages. So Jacques Collin, a de----'• "• M hundre.1 th.,usand crowns, nii^ht n,.w possihlv
'•' '1^'" '"•;' i""Hlred tlH.nsand francs. At this moment, a's
:" ".•• '" i "-.raille. one of Jacpios Collin's creditors, had
'"'' ".notvdays to live. And la I'ouraille. the possessor of
;'

'"H vaMly greater, no .louht. than that placed in his paFs
'•I'Mi-. would prnbahly prove easy to deal with.

""•• -f the infallible si.irns hy which prison i^overnors and•" ^ii:"iits. the police and wardcTs. re.-o:rnize old sta-ors
<;"'""' '/' irfnur), thai is to sav. men who have aln'i.lv
'"-' l>r'i„s (Irs ./onn/aNf.. a kind of hari<-ots pmvidcd for
i" -"II farv). ,s their fannliarity with prison wavs; those who
'^'' '-'H '" iH'toro. of onurse, know the manners and eiis-
'''•••- IlK'y aiv at homo, and nothing surprises them

\iid .lac.|Uos Cnllin. thoroughly on hi.- gnanl. had. until'"" !'''i>'''i Ills part to admiration as an innocent man and
-i.wi,:,.r. hoih at La Fonv and at tho C.mciertr(Ti.' Hut
;

'•• '"-"Ken by cjriof, and by two doaths-^f,,r h,. had .liod
'••"•^ over durin- that dreadful n,;:lu-he was Jacques Collin
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onc-c iiK.iv. The unrdiT was astnundrd to find that the
^ininiAi prh-t nr..drd „,. irlli,,- as i.. tl,,. way l„ the priM.ii-
}uv>\. Hw iMMlV.-i actor for-ot his part; h,/weiit duun the
'"'•kHrru- >tair.- ,„ the Tour i'.onlKv a.- oi,c who kn.'w the
( omicr^icrie.

-I'.il.i Lupm is ri-ht." >aid the tunikrv lo lii, „>,][•; "lu- is
an old ^ta-('r; In- i.- .Iaci|ii,.., c.llin.--

At the nioiiKiit when 'rroiiiiK-hi-M,.ri apiM^arrd in the
sort of IVaiMc lo his li-mv made in thr door into ilir tower
tlic j.ri.-oiKTs, jiaxin- made tli.ar iiurcliascs at the stone tal,l,'

eaUed atter Sanii-Lo,:i.-. wen- .scattered ahoiit the vard. ai-
uavs lo,, Huall lor tlicir ninnbcr. S,, iln. newcomer \va> >rrn
by all of ih,.ni at onee, and all the more pronipilv. b.raine
iK'thin- ean compare lor i<ccnMcs> with the ev<. of a prisoner
who iM a priMMi-yard iVc|> like a spi.h'r wat.'hini: in its web.'
-And this compariM,ii is malheinatieallv exact: for the raii-e
nf vi>i.m hein- limited on all >i,les by hi-:!, dark walls, the
i'l-L-oners can aluay> >ee, even wiih.mt hjokin- at them' the
doors ihroii-h which tiie uarder> co,,,,. and -o. the wimlou<
"l the parlor, ami the >tairs .d' the Tour IJonbec—the only
e.\il,~ ironi the wird. In this utter ix.jati xery trnial
inenh'tii i> an event, everything- is i nl crest i ni,^ ; the t'ediuni—
a tedium like that of a ti-er in a .a-e— increase., their aleri-
liess tenfold.

Jt is necosaiy to note that .lacipies Collin. (ires>ed like a

priest who i.- not strict a> to ci,>tume, wore black kiirc
hreeehes. black stockii,->, shoe- with .-iher biickh's, a black
waistcoat, and a hm- coat ,,( dark-brown ,doth of a certain
cut that belra\s the pric~i wliaie\er he may do,esp,'cially wlini
the~e detail> are compleied by a characteristic ,-tvle of hair-
euttin.ir. dacpies Collin's wi,^^ wa.- eniinemly ecclesiastical,
and uonderfull\ natural.

'•H.-dlo.'" Slid la Touraille to le BilToii, "that's a bad si,i.q! I

A rook! (.iiunilivr. a priest). JIow did he come herer""
"lie is one (d' their 'narks" '" {Irws, spies) "of a iieu

make." rcjdied Fil-de-Soie. "^oine runner with the bracolef,-"
(ntarrhainl ,lr /(<../,>- -cpiivalent to a Uow Street nmner)
"looking out for his man."

lii^

Fill:
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Tlir -rcndarriic l.oast- .if many iiaiiic.-- in Froncli slaiii:';

\dh II lu' is afl.T a tliirf. hv is ••riic man with tlir bntrrhlV'
{iin!i;lnni,l ,/,' hictfs): ulicn he lia.- Iiini in char"-,', lu' is a
I'-:-'! uf ill-dincii {hinnhlrllr ,/r hi (;n'i< )

liiiti io tdc sc air

« iiiMi he csciii'l

Hlll.ni,' I; n'lii)

I •JlnHnlhlC ).

in 111 \\\v <;i\\\\\ou\\i,'" {hussard tk

T < (uni Jilctc our >\\u\\ of tli<' i)ri>on-\ar(|, two inoiv of
III.- n! i~oncrs iiiu,-l be liaslily ski'iclii'd in. Srlrricr, (tl

r.\>i\.i-iiat. nlids Ic iVi-f K'allcau. <all(Ml I,. Rnnlciir, aJh

Ids

las
-i|. ->,>!, — lie liail lliiriv names.

iinccfortli he snok
and a~ manv nassiiortt

pokcn ol In- tin> nam (' onlv. as he was
n.v no otlRT amonir i If swfll-mol).

i!"'-"|incr, w

fi'ii'iv* of alioiit live fret

ln> saw a :-j)y in ihc >liani priest, was a 1

profound

)rawny
ci^'ht. wli..-e iiinM-les were all marked

l.\ -iran.L^' bosses. He had an enornmus head in which a pair
ill'-ehised eyes sparkled like lii'i— tl V e\e> of a liird of

j-'V'}. uith >rra.y. dull, skinny eyelid-. Al a first glance I

xnilded that of a wolf, hi,-

u.s

ind proimiient ; hut the eruelt

d Ity this likeness were counterh,

.iirerness (d" his face, thoui,di it w

jaus were so liroad. f)<)wer-

Tl e inari,nn o f eaci

y and e\cn lerocitv sucj-

daneed hy the cunning
:is .se;irred hy the suiall-

1 sear l)ein«r sharply cut. '^iwi^ a sort
"I wii to jus e.\i)ressu)n ; it was seamed with ironies. The
iili I'l' a crinnnal—a life of huii^-er and thir>t.

i'iwii!.K-kiiu

ot niii'lits spent
nil the (puiys and river tiaiiks. on hridi.'! and

ind the orjries of stron<: drink l.v which
' 'i'l'i' lied— had laid, as it

111 d.-S

sufces.-es are
were, a \ariii>h over these features.

nie. if >een in his umli.-iniisi'd person. \\ini]i\ have h
ii-K. d hy any consfilde or «rendarine as liis piw : hut 1

'
li mil for dac(pies (_'ollin in the arl^

'''-1 now Fil-de-8oie, in nndrc:

een

le was

'I up only on the st '"•f. wore a sort

I' el' hiUtoiis, and wh

of inake-ii[i and dress.

like a i:reat actor who is

>tin.i,'' jacket

>les >ho\M-dise ripped InittniidK

'<i;;sers now'•niiK liniiifT, squalid green slip|.ers. nankin ti

' ;:v gray, and on his liead u cap witli(jui a peak, under
an old bandana was tied, streaky with rents, and

I'd out.
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ii

II

Ii

•
'"!'

;, -.,„Mvlv on v, r.v Inu.dy l.^s, was alarming to boh-ld

ami k i„ll,,n .houhl lawn „n la I'nuraiik.. Th. man kai-nu.wlK.re ludd..n .wo l„n.lr,.d and lif,v thousand taJ^^^^^
^ 1<1Jms .han. of ,h. spod fund in ,h. house of th. tVo,^

« VMtnns, n,m.usi>a,u.r,.hra... What a spkudid fonunJ
1-..' o.wopals.,hou.hthe,wooldst:,,.rlu,>uhllK...„r
k to tlH. galkvs w.tiun a few days! Le Billon and FH-

''':r""- "'.";''' ''* ^>'".encvd for a Unn of lif,,.,,, vc.u-. f,.,-rohlH.ry w,th vn-len.-e, without j.re.judice to the ten years"

1 U ,d ,.„t,n,. short. So. though one had twentv-tuoand he " '"t twen,y-s,.x years of nnprisomnent to look fur-W ,n
!'"-^''""'

''"'m
' "

^""^^^' ""^ ^"•"^' '^"^'k to find la
1 ouiaille s mine of ts,,](\,

iitit the "Ten-ih/.usand man" kept his secret; he did n.t
..e h.. u.e of ...llin, it l.fore he was sen.enck ^ ij....d to the upper „.n nf , he hulks, and had never be-

M' h.sa....ompl,e.s His ,en,per was well known; Mon-

V ,

'/,''"
;

'"' '''""'"^•'' '''"'• '""' "»^ '^^'^ ^'ble to
A,'et a.iythin.i,' out of hini.

This t,,T,l,le trio were at the further , .id of the prisn,,-
}nu\. that IS to say, near the better class of .tIIs. Fil-do-Soie
^^as .iv,,,,. a lecture to n you,,;;- man who was in for his fir^t
oiren.-e. and who, ln.„^. certain of ten u.ars" penal servitude.
^|'i^ ^aintng inlurnu.tion as to the various convict establish-
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"WvU, mv bov,"" Fil-(1.-S()ic was saving sontontiously as
,i.Mii. :- ('(.Hill api.caivd on ili,. .mviic. -ilic dillVrciRr betweeu
111 - 'I'niilnii, and liDclicl'urt is

"

-W.li. old cMck:-"" said the lad, with thu curiosity of a
Ii"'v U

Thi-
I
.isoiuT, a man of good family, accused id' forgcrv,

d I'liiic down from the cell iic\t tu that where Lucieii had
I', rll.

".My son." Fil-(K'-Soie went on, '"at Brest you are sure to
^'ii -niii,' beans at the third turn if you dip your sjioon in the
l"'\>l; at Toulon you never get any till the liftli : and at
h'-'iiclnrt you get none at all, unless you are an old hand."

iliiMiig spoken, the philo.-^opher joined le r.ill'on and lu

l'"Hr:iille. and all three, greatly puz;ded In- the ]»rie>t, walked
'!"uii ihe yard, while .Jacques Collin, loM in gri^d', came up
I!. Trompe-Ia-Mort. absorbed in terrible meditation.s the
liMilit.ilions (d' a fallen eini)eror. did not think of lumself as
t)ir eenire of ojj.servation, the olijeet of general attention, and
!i' u. 'ked slowly, gazing at the fatal window where Lucien
l;.id li.inged hiin.-eif. None of the prisoners knew of this
'ii.iMi-o[)lie. since, for reasons to be presently e\]ilained, the

y .111!- f.irger had not mentioned the subject. The three pals
;u!'id to cross the priest's path.

lie is no priest," .said Fil-de-Soie; "he i. an old stager.
I k \\i'\Y he drags his right foot."

1
1

IS needful to explain hen—for not every readi'r has
li.id .1 fancy to visit the galleys—that eaeh convict is chained
i" aiiurher. an old one and a young one alwa\s as a couple;
'!"• \\iigbt of this chain riveted to a ring ahove the ankle is

-<i LT'-al as to induce a limp, which the convict nc\cr lo.-es.

b'lng obliged to e.xert one leg much nioiv than the other to

'!!''!U lliis fetter (uiniiirh' is the slang name for ,-;ich irons),
^'i" prisoiK-r inevitably gets into the habit of making the
'il'Ti. .\tterwards. though be no longer wears the chain, it

•' N upon him still; as a man still feel.- an amputated leg,
' lonvict is always conscious (if the anklci. and can never

,-•
'
over that trick of walking, lu police slang, he "drags hirf
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Hnlu. An.] tin- H,M,. ,-,. udl known to ,-onviofs ,„nnn«

,

';":'^'""^" ;>'"ll-,.nlu..., ,.V,.M ir,, .lo,.snot iK-lpto
"","",> '•' '""""i-. .It .iny nitc-onlinns nro-,,,,!,.,,

.'I'

I ron.,M.-la-.M„rl. ul,„ 1,;„1 .scnp,.,! ..i-ht 'vars sinro fhi<
,'"

I"
'' ^"" "^""' ""iinlV:i,ntjnM "now, lost in n-

;:
;;•''^^ -'-''--'' -I'- -:.i^'.l.'nn/ pa... th^;.

^i'n It .-IS tl,.. |!,n|, „,„, „ ,,,, ,,Mkin;:lv ..vi.h.nt to s.. r.rm-

<J'"« <-"VM.ts. aiwavs ,ln„un tu;,.,!,..,-. as ,1,..^ „u,st |„.. an.l
iH'yr l.avM,.,^ any -mi.. ..1... to sin.ly. will so t'h.)r..n,rl,|v ],,,,
"•''•• '•'''•'''•'' -''''••r-s la, ... an.! air^'n ran..,., .hat ...'rtain' tr,,k<
will li.-i^.; in,j,n..M.,l ila.n, ulu.l, n.av ..^.-ap,. thnr sv>t..matu.
loi-s—spu.s, -.MLlanncs. an.l p..|i.-..-in>p,.(i,)rs.

Thns ii wa. a p,..ul,ar twii.-l, of il„. n.axillarv inusrl.N
"' "':' l''" •["••k, nvo.^nnz.-.l l.v a convi.-l wlu, was s.-nt t»
an.vH.w.,1 'I,.. L,.,ionof ii„. S,.in... wl.Khh.dtoth,. arn-t
of llic ].eu.,.nant-ro|„n..| of that , ,rps. the famous CWnanl-
l->-. in sp,t.. ol i!,l,i-Ln,,Jn-s ,.onll.I,.n..... tli.- police ooi,l,| n.,t
(Ian. Ih.Iu.v.. ,l,at th- Co.ntc. I'ontis .k- Sainte-Holrm. an.i
(-oi;,Miar!l wvrv one an.i the same man.

.

'-ll'" i> our Ih.ss!" (,lai> or ma.-t.T.) said Fil-do-Soie, sh--
in- ,n .Ia.-,pn.s CoIlinV ,y,. ,]., va,,nu. y:huuv a man sunk .u
tli'spiiir casis .111 all liis surn.un.lino-s.
-IW .lin;^,,! V,.>. ,, i, Tr.,mp(.^a-Arort." sai.l ]o RitT,.n.

;"''';"'- '"^ '""''^- ^'-
" i^l'i>'"M.isl.ui].I: hut what

li.-i^^ li.' .Ion., to himM.ir;- 11,. looks .piit.. .lillVrcnt
••

-I kiiou wlial h.. is up to!" ,.ri..,| Fil-.h.-Soi.. : ''I,., has .,>m.^

!:'•'," '." '" '"•"'• "' "-^"it- to s..,. tho I...V" (,s« /„;,^)
wh.. i< to !„• ..\|.cut(.(l l„.fon, loiiiT."

Tlic pcrs.u.s kn,,wn in prison slan,<r as /«„/"• or aunf.^ mav
'X' l"'>t .,..<.-nh...l ,n th.. in,ur..nious wonls of tli.. -..vornor of
;"!. .,f ,h,. .uivaf pris.ms to th.. lat.' Lord Durham, wh.n dur-
jni: Ins Slav ,n l'an~. viM,,.,] ..v.-ry pris.ui. So curious w;,>
IH' to s,.,. ,.^,.,.v ,l..tail .,f Frrn.h justic... that hr even ncr-
sua.h.d Sanson, at that tin,., th.. .x.-.-uti..n..r, to oroct th-
S.-.-I r..ld and d....api(at.. a living, .-alf. that he mi-ht thoroucrlilv
iin.lcrstand the w.,rkin- of the maehinc made famous hv th.'

.li:

1-1
ri;
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iti"ii. The ^Mvcninr 1 ia\ iiu H'un liiiii cvervtliirytlung-
li" work.^hups. ;,,„| ih,. iiniln-rMuu.l ells—pointed

.1 part of the Imild li'% iliHl SJIKl I I'.f'd lint lilk
'•""'-iiip ihiTc: it is the ,/l,„,iirr ,/,,«; t„i,/

l.-i'l iMirhaiii. •uhni are ihev :'-—
••J'li^. il,i,.,i .

•Oh.

e your

siiJ

-\mI ihev are jroi

e\. Ill',- Lord.
II'' t.

-ii( h a iu'eity t)oy .' And
'Ml a loss to soeiet v

' >era;,' I heo.h.re! " said la I'oiira llle.

«Ui h a li-lit h.iiid: sueh clieek

leodore ( iih i j- van
'11. -Ills tr

a L'reat net.'

lining' his last meal," s

ip.- uill pipe their ever, I'ur the little I

aid le

)e''''ar

vo.rre here, eld chap:-" said la I'oiiraille to J;
''"lliii. And. a

l!!'- ujv to the lie

ie(jues
nii-in-arni with hi- iv,, neolvt'-. he l>arred
\v arrival •w

japanned .' Uv went on.

ly, boss, have you got your-

hrar von

I'- KiiFoii added, in a [\

have iio|)j)|e(l om- [lile" (st

V
ireatenmg toiK

oleii our money),

"U liave just i^ot to slu iiiji up the Iml" aid Fil-de-

li' three cpie.stions were fired at him like tlireo pis-tol-

I'n not make <rame of ;in iinha|.py priest sent here I

"•'jues Collin replied iiieehanieall v, r

IV

I iii'ee eonirades.

That i.- the sound of I

eeogniziii'

iiiu.sr, said la Pouraill

lis pipe, if it is not (piite the cut

C.i
e. layin.i,'- Ins hand on1 (ill ,),

iHiiilder.
le^ple^

Th:^ aet ion, and the sight of his three eliunis. startled
nit of lii> dejeetion, and hrought him hack t

i.-rie--: of realitv: for di

liii'l ]n>t hiniM'lf

the

o a
iriiiiT that dreadf:ii night he

111 the infinite >piritiial world ol' feeli
• i!:l: some new road.
| •'! not hlow the irair on

I'l i h'.Jlou- threat

II tr.

in

li Th

!uek.

your r.o-s!" sii'l Jae.|ues ("oil

ening tone, not unlike the low growl of a

icm make fools of th(_>m-

10 is awfully down on

reelers are here; let tl

am faking to help a jial w
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"' A COT'RTESANS MFR
"' >|-k- will, ,1,.. .nufun ul' a prirst trying to convert

•'•';-•'- '-'^ -'-I .M^.^k sdn..lMh.l,..d nun.i the yard, took
;... ^.n.M.nMd,.r ,1. anlnvay. and pointed Vn/,:^
Willi ii wink l(. Ii,> ilnvr coiiiiMninii,..

•\iv th,.,v ..„ nark. .I,„ut ^ K,...,, your peepers open
-""1^1 .<li:

1. ..,nl„..k. |.„„-, know n,e. Nanty paruarly, Ld
yui ni.^i,.. anil vuiir iiliinl.

jWhai. ,:o ynu funk -mr Mahbing:-" said Fil-de-Soiellaw y.,:< i-nnv Id liclp _v,,iir Imiv Io guv:'"
'•.M.-HKIeine is gelling ivady to" he turned otF in the Square"

(tlic I ku,. ,Ie (ireve), said ki J'ouraiJIe.
^^•Thrudun-r said -laniues (oJl,,., .vpre.sing a start and

••Tiny will have his nut oir." la IV.uraille went on: "hewas hn„k,.,l i-,„. ,1,,. „,|,i-,,|,i („,, inuiiths ago."
.'ae^K's Cnllin iVIt si.k. his knees alnio'^t failed him; hiit

his I in.e eon.radrs luld hin. up. ar.d he had the presence ufmmd ioela>p Ins lian.ls with an ..xpressiun ..f eontrition. L,
•o'lrailleand le IhlTu,, n.~p..eiful|y supp„rted the saerilegiou'^
l'-""ilH-Ia-.\l.,rt, while .r,i-d,.-Soie ran to a uarder on guard

iit the gate leading to the |)arlor.

-Thatveiierahl.- prie.i wants to sit down ; send out a chair
for liini. said lie.

And su IJihi-Liipin's plot liad failed.

''''•'""l'<-i.i-.Murt. hk,. a Napoleon reco<rnized by hi.
sn duTs. had won the submission and respect of the^hrco
Iclons.

1 wo words had dune it. Your molls and vour blunt—yniir women an,l your nionev—epitoniixing everv true if-
Icction ,.f man. This threat was to thr three eonvi,-ts an
iiHlK-iition of siiju-eme |,ower. The Boss stiil had their for-
'•'>"' in Ins hands. .Still omnipotent outride the prison,
their i'.o.v. 1,;„1 not betrayed them, as the false pals said.

Their ehief-s immense reputation for skill and inventive-'
ncss siiniiijaled their curiosity ; for, in pri>on. curiosity is rho
oniy goad ol these blighted spirits. .\nd Jae.pies Collin's
d.ir.iig de,i.ui.-e. kept up even under the bolts and locks of
the t'oneiergene, dazzled the three felons.
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I r

"I have bocn in clo.s' cuiifiiicineiit for I'dup ilav.- and did
ir I kiH.u ili;i| Tlu'odoiv was >., ii.-ar the Ahhai/r.- said da. -iiics

*
"ilni. "I raiiic III lu >avc a punr little cliaii "i"' .~<Ta;,^r,,|

liin. .-ir lu'iv yt.stfr(la.\ al four ..,|,„-k, and now hnv i.-Tan-
"''"

' n.;>l'oriiiii,.. 1 |i;,w iioi an a<v in mv hand
"'

•|''M.r old hoy!"' .-aid Fil-dc-Soi,'.

••••Id Scratcli lias cut uw'r .n,.,! .la-qucs Collin, toarinj,'
i.ii:iMlt lice from his supportrrs, and drawing' liim.clf im
v.iii a licrtr look. "There eo.nes a time whon the world is
I'"; 'I'aiiv lor lis! The beaks ^-'blde us u[) at laM."

Tile ^rovernor of the ('oruier^r,.,.i,,^ infonned of th.- Spanish
pM- -I > weak slate, came himself to the prison-vard to ol..-<Tve
*""i; !!' made him sit down on a eliair in th.' sun, stiidvin-
I'iiii uiih the keen aeumen whieli inerea^-o dav l,v dav in" the
(nHli-,. of sueh funetioiis, thou>rh hidden umier an'appear-
an.. ,.[' indiirereiice.

••!i: Heaven!" cried Jacques Collin. ''To he mixed up
unh Mieh creatures, the dre-s of society—felons and m„rd.-r-
n- -lint (Jod will not di'sert His servant! Mv dear sir
'n\ May here shall he marked l.y <],>>]> .,f chariiv which shall
i^\'' m meirs memories. I will convert tlie<e unhaj.pv crca-
IM,-. they shall learn they have souls, that life elenial'awaits
ti"",. and that thou-h they have lost all on earth, thev
Mill inav win heaven— Heaven \\hicli they may purcha>e In-
"•II.' and ^'eniiine repentance."
Turiily or thirty prisoners had «:athered in a -roup behind

li
'

three terrible convicts, whose fenH-ioiis looks had kept a
>\>:u- .,f three feet between them and their in.piisitive e..ni-
l''HiM.iis. and they heard this address, spoken with evan<adical
UMcficn.

•V'. .Monsieur Gault," said the formidable la I'ouraille,
"^*'' \Hil listen to what this one niav sav

"

"I bave been told." .Fae.pies Collin went on, "that there
' in ibis prison a man condemned to death."
"Ibe rejection of his aj>peal i> al this monii- < beiiif'- read

1" bun." >aid M.msieur (b-iiill.

"

"I do not know what that nuans," said .Iac(iiies Collin, art-
I' -:' lookiui' about him.
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•'H>nn.> >,iuv. IkhI a-krd FU-.K-Soi.. .|„.,u (1.. I.^aris ,.„ ,l„.

"Whv. it ni,.;,n> lli.u l„. i, tn |„. Mr;,-M,| t(.-(iav or to-

••Srn,;:^,.,lr"a,k..,|,,,, ,. c,,!],,,, u I,,,-,. a,r nf nu.o.vinv
"'"''•-'""""'• ''I'-'l li-llnv,. |,aN mil, ..hnin,!,.,,,

••In llinrslan,-.- .,,.1 ,l„. ^.,v, ,„„r. -iha. niran^ that h.
"'" 7l'''''li"l»-'allv.,r,|,,Ml,. Ifil,,. ,.|,Tk is iva.iu.Ml,,.
"'I''"'''- •'"' '^''•miuiicr uiM ,„, ,|,,iil,i li;n,. ,,nl,.r- f,,,- th',. ,,^
'•'"""• '''" ""''^'l'l'V"ia,.l,a<|.,,>iM,.nllv.vf„M..|,lH.olli,-,s
• >i tlic cliaiilaiii.

"Al.: .M..„.i,,,r I,, |)i,,„.t.ur. this i. a snul to sav'" .ti..,!
•'"<--|n.s Cnllin. ami ih. .a.-nl. ,ui,,us wivtcl, .-lasp,.,! |,is hand.
with lh,...X|„V>Hnn nfa ,l,..pain,,i,r InV.T. whi.I. to th.. NVat.ll-
liil -nv.Tnnr M.incl iiMihin- lr-> than divi,,,. f,.rv,.r "

\h
n.on.u.ur." Trn,„,M.-la-M,.ri w,,,t on. -I,! „„ prow to v.,.'
vhat lam.a,Hlhow,nn,h

I can ,lo. l.v alh.u n,.^ ,„. to innl,.
"'^" '""'l'"r,| hrart lo rrp,.nian.-... t;,,.] has ^'jver. m.- a
i'ou,.,- ,.( p,.,.,.h „ hirh pro.ln.vs nrrat ..hanuvs. 1 oru-h ninrs"•an- I ,.p,,, lh..rn.--\VhaI arc vou afraid of? Srrid ni,.
VMlh an ....ort nf nrndanncs. uf i nnd<cvs—whom vou will

-

I wi I nw|„,rc u hell,,,- the pri-on chaplain will aUow vo„
to lake Ins jdacc. v-iid Monsieur (;aull.
And Iho irovrrnor withdrew. Mniek l.v ijie expn-ssion. per-

Ictl.v nulill'ereni. lhou,i,d, in.p.isiiiv... with wlneh iheeonvid.
iiiHl th.- pnson.'rs on r.^mand standi at this priest whose
uiietu.His tones lent a charm to his half-Fren.h. half-Spanid.

'•Ifow did you come in her... Monsii-ur rAlihcy' asked the
youth who h„ ! .pi.wtioned Fil-de-Soie.

••oil. I'V a mistake!" r.'plied Jac,pi.>s Collin, .-vin- the
y-'un- -.ntleman Inmi h..,.] to foot. "I was fouu.l in tl'.-

house ol a .-ourt.'san wh.) had di.HJ. and was imnu'diatelv
r<.bhcd. It was prov.'d (hat sh.' ha<l kill,.] herself, and the
thieves prol.aldv the s..rvants—have not vet been cau<Tht

"

'•Ami It was for that lh..ft that your v.nin- man haiiLvd
mmcolf.'

' *^
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Thr poor Ix.y, no (l..iil)t, (mini imt nuliin- tl

i;; tjli'Mitcil l)v

4U

M' Illi)Ui,'l|t

M..it.

IIS nnjii^t iiiipnsoiiiiunt." >,iid 'I'mmj.
niismi,' Ins fvcs i.» lien en

\^. Slid tl If yoiiii;,' iiiaii ; '-ilnv w
ti.r jii.-l ulini he Ii^kI killed hmi,--f

ire (•(iiiiiiii: tl) sfl liiiii

Uliiil i>;hi nil
"nly miH.cc|lt Hilll.. ,i||i |„. Iliiis unli«d nil |,v tl

JHI.llKill. Silid ,1

-'•I la ill., thrfi.

itir im-
iMl .J.u(iurs ('(.llin. -rnr, obserw. lu- was tli

I '"'' """'' "InlhV uas it:-" a.-ked Kil-di.-Snir. tllr d.
iinU 1 iiiiiiiiif,'.

Veil linndrcd and fiftv tlinusatid fn
iin niaridlv.

inc: lid .lacijiii's

lir Ihrcc convicts looki^d at rad
Mir I'V' lip that liad ^'atlicrcd

I oth.T and wiilnlivw from

MTcui'd tlic niol

ill .1 \v)iispcr to Hitr

I'oiiiHJ thf sham priest,

plac.' Iiiiiiself :" sail! FiI-d,-Soie

lis ill a
on, "and t|i,.y ^ant to put

i, -,.,,>).

I'inik for our tartwheds" (Uiia'ns ,lr ballrs. livv-f

"lie v'ill always 1h> the lioss of tl

i!ille. '-Our pieces arc safe cnoii,;:

I' I'oiiraillc, wishiiM' to find s

ic swells," replied la ]'

anc

oll-

iii'l III

>nic man he could trust,
II interest in considering,' ,Iac.pi,.s Cdlin an Imnest man.'

prison, of all jilaccs, a man helicves what he 1lopes.
i.v yon anything-, he will come round the hi.r ]{,

a:'.! SI \e his cl luin !" said Fil-de-S
OSS

oic,

lofs that." said Ic iiiiroii, "thoutrh T don't helievi
11 lie does tha

rvally Cod, he must certainly 1

1 ratcli, as thcv sa\.

avc smoked a jiijie with

•Oil-

dn't you hear hi

l-de-Soie.

in say. 'Old Scratch has cut ine

fried la Poiiraille. "if only he would si

t' ••! time I would have with my whack of the si
"" vdlow hoys T have stowed."

what he bids you!" said Fil-de-Soie.

ive mv m!t.

liners and

lo

'^ oil don't say so.-* retorted la Tourailh-, looking at IIKS

'.Vhat a flat you are! Vou will lie booked for the
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'

1

M
Iff

so A (;<)fUTKSANS 1,11 K

"'^"^ .'11 riKh.,- su.l la I'.-uruHi,.. "TIm.iv ,s not on,.

'••AihI Iu.'II .in II t.M,,-onr,j Fi|-,|,..s„if.

Till' l.ii.t >unp;ill,.ii,. n.i.lM-. nil,, has in> |(ity Cor this

<;•"'"• "",l,n,,- hnnxlf l„,u,...„ ,1,.. ,|.,„| |„„,, ..,• „,,. ,
,

:''"' ""• ""'iMiHMi ,,h1 .,, i„. ,„.„„„. „ ,.,_ ,,
,

,-";

ImkIv ui' 'rii,M„i,,iv

Inriuir r<imni(|c-t|i|. dcnl

"'""' "'""•""I'Mr.n.nhnan .1,. ,.,,,..-; „.sn. lum would""'''<•• nnnul..;lM,l I,, was tlunkuM^ of „
i'-'rllM.|.Ht,.r..,,m,Mvl,,.nM,,,,

,,rul.at.la..,m.sr,,||i,, p^,,-

;','"" ";,'"," '""-' '"'••'" n.Hark,..! ,hat n.uni. vr.n .,,,,, ,1, ,,,,, ,,..,,, ul„. ,„„,,,.,,„.. .all.vs. arc MO, .,
fo M,lal,l. ... .s ..n.rally Mi,,po...|. \V„I, a' f-u- nnv .^-
- I' '-•- h... .,,,.„uvs ar. all .owanls. in .•o„M.<,„..,Hr no
;;;;''':''';'-;'-s.an, alann. ulnd. wn,l, on,lK.,rsp;rU.

"- "- I-". p.ri,<.,uallv on the >t,v„.|, in tlucnn,.
•'"' Ilu'_>ncT,.ssn| a Mroko of laiMn-ss ,|..p,,,.l.n- on th. ..^-

; """ ,"*
'^''^- ^ ""' '"'-<""han.a.lnH.»of wittonialH,^-r dc....rMy ofhand. anu an al.rtno. u|„H. ..xha,j; thl!mr^ous sy>t,.,n

;
tl,... ^ n.I.n, ...Non.on. of will on.r ov.t. tl„.v

b..c.,n,o.,„pHl, j„M a- a s,„;,., ,,,• a danc.r drops .,uih. .v-
h. n>„..l alhr a lan^u.n, ;.,.. ..,./. or on. of tl.o... troLndou.
UUr s whn-h niodrrn ..nnpoMr> infiin on the pul.lic

-Malcfa.-iors arc, in fa,-,, so .ntirdy l...n.f) of ,-on.,non sonse.
or so nnuh opprr>s,.,l l,y f,.,,.. ,l,a, ,h..v lH.,.onK. al,M,lutrlv
chiM,.l, (,„,|„,,„. ,„ ,|„. last .|.-m>. th.v are .au^h, In
tl.o Ian!- Inn,, of th,. >in,pl,>t snan-. \Vh,Mi thev have (l-.n. a
smrcsslul joh.^h.y a,v u, Mirh a state of prostration that
iev M„nH_.I,a!,!^ ru>l, mho t!,,. .l<.i«,i.cl„.n,.s thev crave for:

tlu.y get .Irnnk on wine and >|,ints, and thnnv thoiii^lvo^
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n!,..ily iiiin III.. ,,nii> .-f ih.ir uur.icn to nrour ((imposurr l.y
-111 "I .Ai,a.i>iin- thru- .-irn.-ili, nv.A t„ f,,,-^,,., ,|„,r crime
'v l-'r-clliii;,' ill If na.-Mii.

""" 'i"y an a! ll:,. uuwy of ,h.. ,„,1...,, \Vh,.„ onro
ll.>.\ arc II, (Mi.-t.Mlv Ih.v |„M. ih, ir li. ,i,l. .in, I I,,,,.- fur licno
'" '''"""> '''" ''"'^ '"l'^'^" anyiim,-; ,;„i,.,.,|. ih-.n- is noih-
11^ Inu al.Minl r,,r liiui. i,, a, .cj.l it. An iM-taii<v \v,|| sullico

" -''•'' ''"^^' '"• !!• Miii,,h.,iy .,r a cnii.nMl ul,„ has l,,-,.,,

'"''"''"' "'" '"•'} iiMii. i;ii.i-Lii(,ii,, iini i,„i_. i,.r,„v. h;i,i
.M!,Htr<| a cunC. -.i..:i I'rMMi a iniir.l.'nr ..l' iini-'i,., ,, hv"„iaL.
"'- '"'" '"'l"'^'' liMl ho ..,„• lllalrr a-r \va, ..Nrr ..M.<-lllr,|
U.I. 1, iliis la.

I
was lraii>rrriv,l to il,,. ( 'on. irr-m,' to h,. s.-ii-

'" I il'l'-r iIh' fjcctioii .,r his apiuMJ, this trrrihh,. man
".iiiir to N.'c him.

\ IV \U II Mirc you aiv not yd twenty:'" .sai.l h...

"i '-. I am (inly nin.-i.vn and a half.
W' II. iIhu/" rc|.lir.l I'.ihi-laiiiin. "you ni.iv !,.• .juito s ./e

•' ""' iliin^'—ynu will nt'V( r i-cf twciiM "

Why:'"

•|"<-,iuse you \ull !m. scra^'^'e.l within thr.r .lav-^," rrpli.d
till- i^nliic a;:cnt.

'•" nmr.l.Mer, who had h.ji.'v. d, evn aftrr s..nief ; was
i'--"i. that a minor w.Hild n.ver h.' .\(vu!rd, collap-.M! liko
.•III "iinlr/l,: soufjtec.

Mii'i men, erui'l only from the nee.'.^ntv for Pupprespive
•'"!' i"e, f'T they nmr.ier only to <x,^t nd of witne..^..(.s (and
II 1^ i- oii(. .,f the ar-uments adduced hy t!io.-e who desire
'''' ^!'ro-ation of capital puni..hnicnt ),— ih.-.-e <:ianis ..f .l.'x-

'"-;• .ind .-kill, who>e sici-hi of hand, who.-e rapid sij,dir,
Mliu-,.

, \,,rv M-nM. is as alert as ihiil of a sa\a-e, are heroes of
Hil ..,|jy on the st,-i-e of their exploits. Xot onlv do ihdr
''-" iil'ies l)..j:i,i as .<ooii as the crime is c.-mniilted, for they
•••' I- much iiewildered hy the m,,! f, .. cmh, ,.arni<r the Ptolen
^"'••>h ,1^ they w.'rc depressed hy ncoMly—Imt They are as
^•''K a- a woman in diiidhcd. '{'he velicmcne.. of their
."'-"III.- IS terrilie; in su.-eefS ihev hc.ome hke eliildreii. lu
^ "or.h their ualure is that of the wild hua.t—easy to kiU

('. It
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wlion It ,s full f..d. In prison th.so stran,ro beings aro mm;n djssnnul.,H,n .„.! in ..cretn-cne.s, wluc^ nevofvioL tSfn' 1-. .Hunu.n,, .lK.n lh.v are crushed and brok n bv ^tediiun (d irnj)ris<.miicnl. "

it "!-^- I'-H-^' be understood how it was that the three con-N ms e;Hl ol h..tray,n,r thHr oluef, were eager to ..rvon
,
and a. ,1,.^- H,.,HvU.d he Mas now the owner of ,MoKn .even ],undred and fif,y thousand franes, thev adnnr^

^'.1"' i'" l^.s <;alni resignation, under b-dt and bar of the Con-ciergen,., believing him capable of protectiug them all.

When Monsieur (.'anlt left the sham priest, he returnedhrongh the parlor to h,s olliee, and went nt seareh of Sl-upn., who for twenty minutes, sMire Jacques Collin had
J^on.. downstairs, had been on the M'ateh with his eve at a pe.^

'

i'"i»' la a window h,okin<r out on the prison-vard
'

'Not one of them re.ognized him," said Monsieur Gault.and Aapolitas, who js on duty, did not ..rar a wor.l Tl.opoor pnest all through the niglit, in his deep distre- ,l,d
not say a word whieh eould imply that his gown cmvr.
t'ae([ues ( ojlin.

^

^'-That sh,.ws that he is used to jirison life," said the police
cl^(. ill.

N'Mpolitas, liibi-Lnpin's secretary, being unknoM'n to the
cTinnnals then , the Coneiergerie, was plav.ng the part of
tile y.)iing gentleman imprisoned for forgcrv.

"Wrll, but lie wish(s to be allowed to hear the eonfes.ion
of ihe young fellow who is sentenced to death," said the
governor.

"To be sure! That is our last chance," cried Bibi-Lupm.
I had forgotten that. Theodor.. Calvi, the voung Corsican

"as iho man chained to Jac,|ues Collin : they sav that on the
Hulks .(ae(|ues Collin made him famous pads'

'-"

The convicts on the galleys contrive a kind of pad to slip

'

betwivn their shin and the fetters to dead.m the pressure of
th.. iron nng on their ankles aT.d instep; these pads, made of
tow and rags, are known as patarasses.
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•'Wliu is xvardcT over the inau?" asked Bibi-Lunin.
••

>' IIP la \'ir<)li'.""

-\ri-y well; J will ^r,, and make up as a irendanne. and
I" -M ihe uatch: 1 shall hear uhat they >av. 1 uiU hv ev.-u
lU'': ilinii."

••lint if it should he ,fac.|iies C.lJin are voit not afraid of
•> r.ro-nizing you and throttling vou:-" said tlie governor

i'^lii-l-upin.

A- .1 gendarme I shall have niv sword," replied tlie other-
•.H..I. lH..„k.s, if 1,,. ,,, .Iae.,iies Colli,,, he uiU never do anv-
il.ni- ihat wdl risk his neek ; and if lie is a priest, 1 .-hall

I'iH-n you have no time to lose." said Monsieur Cault •

•ii I- half-past eight. Father Sauteloup has just ivad thJ
''V<: I" his appeal, and Monsieur San>oi, is u'aitin<^ in the
"I'irr foiim."

'^

-^
: -, it is to-day's j.,!), the -widow's hezzars' "

(Irs /nissnnls
'' •' ''"(>, another horrible name tor ih.' functionaries of
'i

.

-uillotine) "are orden;d out." r<.,)li,.(l Hibi-[.upin. "Still
I '^^^'iiot wonder that the pr..s..ei-tor-g.M.eral should hesitate'
til' !-v has always declared that he is innocent, ainl there is,'

111 niv npini,,!,. no eonelusive evi(,cnce against him."
-11' i> a thorough ("oriscan." said Monsieur (ianlt; '-ho

T!i

il -^lid a word, and has held firm all tl

-t words of the governor of

iroi,udi.

'-iii.il tale of a man condemned to
niong the living bv law IK'lon

lii. !:,

i! i'ri

the prison sumnu'd up
• lie. A man cut otF

g- to the l!<'iicl,. 'I'ho
ii IS paramount: it is answ..,'ahle to nohudv. it obevs its

he prison belongs to the I

'oetry has fake,, p(,sses<iuii of this social

>i! ' ,,iisc,enee.

'\ .ibsojlllelv.

. "t!

•ciK h. w hich con-

<• man eom],..,,,,,.,! t,, ,]c;ith"— a subject truly apt
lie imagination ! And po,'trv has 1

<'-'!:jb to held it-

lias no resoi,i-ee bi,t fact : -till, the V.{i'\

o '11 aij:aii,st ver~e. '|'be

teen si,bl,[,ie o,i

IS appalling

('"';'!' rnni d man whr. has not confessed 1

<'\istcnce of a

Ul' 'iMIl

"inpliees. is one of fearful t(u-ment. T
bouts, of water poured into the stomach, or of I

IIS crime, lie !)et,-aved

ns ,s no case

iinbs

Ii

ii.-'i
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rnvki'il In iu,!,.,,,,.. uunlnurw : u is hl.Mci and, s.. to ^uv\k
'"-'' '\'' """"•'• 'I'l"' 'nlHl.-lMiU.,! UlVI.-h ,S ^r„,„ ,„,, „;
liHii.-.'ll Willi a .,,iiii,,ini.Mi uhniii li,. caniint Init di.^lru.-t

''"' "'"'''il"> "' iiinil.Tii |)liihnil!ir..|.v laiicirs it ha> un-
''''"""""' ''" 'iKadl'iil |,,r„i,.|it nf i.uhiiiuii. 1,111 tin. is a in,,-
lak,'. Si.,,-,. tl„. alH,ln„,n uf mnuiv. iIr. 1!,.,uIi. i„ a „;„„,,„
JIMMCIV In ,Va>MllV !l„. tun M-llHliw , n,| ,,.|,.n(cs u( lllr j U TV
Ii.'hI ,uur>M,i ulial a irvvU.U- auxiliary iN,laIi,»ii uoul.i j',n,u"
li> jii~tiic ill .-('coiidin;,^ iviiii.rM..

•^"'""'''' '^ ^"i'l; '"id natmv has as -ivat a Imrmr of i

incwal \,,„1 a, ,[„, [,,, „r a |,l,vsi,-al vanunn. .Sn|iii„i,. h
.'';'''"^'''''' ""ly '" ••' 'M,,„ „f .^vM,,i> ulio ran |..,.j,|,. it uiih
"''•'"• ''" '-I'll'l''''" "! ill- >|)ir al unrl.l: nr to cnc v '•^< .-mp-
''•liil'la'o 111- v.n,k>,,r,|„.C;val..r. t„ ul,,,,,, it is l,ri,.^|,i wuli
';" '!-!'! "I li''.-ivrii. ali^,. v.itli 111,, hivath and v.aVr of (;.„1
Kxc.pl in- Inn lirM- lunJH.in-s— >,> nrarto I'aradis,.—soIhu.Ih
iMnllH-nniid uhal Inriun. is K. ih,. l,ndv. IVluvcn solimd,.
•""I '!" torliii,.-rl,an!l,<.r llinv is all tlu- diir.'nai.M. that iIhtp
1.- Ih'Iu.vii a ii,.r\nii> malady and a siirLri<-al .li.casc it i^

Miirrnn- i,Miiiij,li,.d l,y infinitude. Tlu- hodv b.u'dprs ,m
'!" '"i'li'l,. ihrnu-h ii> nu-vcs. as thr spirit 'dors tliro!i>'h
"""'-'"• -^"'l- ill I'l^'. in ih.- annals ,,r ih,. l>aris law
<'".n-|. iIr. crinnnals v>li„ do not .-oiiR-s .-an he casijv counicd.

Tins irrrihlc siinaiinn. which in ,-onu' cases assunus ap-
l-alhim- iin|M.rlancc— in pnlitics, f,„. in^ancc. when a dvuaslv
",' •' ^"'"'' i^ iuvnhvd— uiil lind a place in the hVmvn-
* ;'-^'i-!'V- I'lil here a dc-cripihui .d' ihe >t..ne l»o\ in wiiirli.
'"'' '.'"• >''>l'"'^ili<ii. ihe law .hill up a man condeniiici to

d-.-illi n: I'ari:-. i,ia> ser\e \u -ne an idea of the terroi> nf a
''Inn > la.-i da\- on , anh.

.

''"fore the U'cnilili,,,, nf .lulv lhe,v was in tile Cen-
'"'''-'•'•"• "!'' i'"i''('d iheiv si ill i.. a .ondenined cell, d'lii^

room, hack-in- on ihc -u\cnior-s mlice. :> divide-l frnni i; In"

a thick wall ii! strop- masonry, and the nlher side oi' it is

f-rnicd hv a wal! -even nrci-hl IVei ilm-k. which >upporl. one
''"' ''" ''"' 'inmeii^e Salle >]:'< i'a~-i'erdus. I| is enn nd
tlirou-h ihe ilr>i dnor m the lun- dark pa^.-^a-e m which iho
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u i''^^*^it^o]fwlu>nIuokn,KlVo„Mk.,ni.l,!lc.,,t-,h..
vaultedpn, U.V. lus ill-n„H.,u.,| room i. 1,^1,,,.,] bv a funi,.!. harrod

';>
'^ l"nn,.labh. .ratin.r, ai.-l lianlly i.envpt'il.l. o,, <^nnvr i„to

'^''-
<
'--W'r.e van

,
for u lu,s i.,..n ,,i.r.vd in iL na^^^^^^^-"" '"twr-n ilR. oilKx. window do.e (o th. railing „f the

^:n. u.n. and ,h. phuv wIut. the oliic-e clerk si,.-a den Hko
.' H,pl,„ard contn\ed hy the architect at the end of the en-
traiii ! ( iiiirt.

Tl.:> position accounts for the fact that the room thus cn-'-;i -'^v-'" n four jnuncnsoly tiuck walls should have heen|i.-
,1.

.hen the (onciergene was reconstituted, to tlS'-'- . and funereal service. Escape ^
', impossible. Tlie pas-

-^.. l.;Hl-ng to the cells for solitar confinement and to\he^— '.'-^ 'iuartcrs, faces the stove where gen.Iarnies and-M;!.r. an. always collected together. The air-hole, the only
'- -' lo the oj.en a,r, is inYe feet above the floor, and look's"- - the hrst court, which is guarded bv Mmtnes at the
'-"^ ^:.ne. >.o Inunan power can make any in.pression on' II- Besi.hs, a man sentenced to death is at once--- n. a stnutwaistcoat, a gartnent which precludes all;.-^.,e hands; he is chained by one foot to his can.p bed,
•::' '

ha.s a. fellow pr.son.r to watch and attend on hin.ii -..>,,
p^^

'•'I n Is hard to see aiivtlnn"-.

'• i-^ impossible n,H t; fe, fchiHed to the marrow on going
;;-:-''-, though f,u- siMeeu years the c.il has never'bef

-n' "f (-nnunals u„d..r sentence. Luagine th- guiltv
'- -tv w.th his n.,nor.e f,.r c,,n,pany. in sil.nce and']arl<:

'"• '^^" ••lo.nents ot horn.r, and you will wonder hou- he ever
t"^'omad. What a m.turenn.^t that be whose temper

-H^f such treatment, with the added miserv of mforeed" -- and inaeti(m.

vK Theodor, C-Hlvi, a Corsiean, now twetuv-seven
'

:^^';. liiullled, as it wen., in a >hn„ul ,.f .bsufute n--"1 l"r two months held out against the ellVvls ..f this

^^ ^

^=^|Ktd the msidiou. chatter of the prisoner placed to

i„il,.,l

Ai.l



nfi A COrUTESANS LIFE

Those woro !hc stnii);,'. .•ircun,>tanco. uudor which the
<- oisK.an had h,rn oondcnnicl to drath. Though tho ca«e i,a very oil nous n,u., nur acc.uiit of it must be brief It i,
".p'-s^'l.lo to imrodu.r a long digression at the climax of anarrahve aln.ady so mueh prolonged, since its only interest
IS in so far as it eoneerns Jacques Collin, the vertebral col-umn, s.. to speak, which by its sinister persistency, connects
J^ I>rc Gonot mth llh,„ons pcrdurs, ard lUu.ions p,r.dnrs with this htudy. And, indeed, the reader's imagi.a-
on will be able to work out the obs.uro case which ir

this moment was causing great uneasiness to the jury ,',fthe sessions before whom Tlu'-odore Calvi had been tVied
± or a whole week, since the criminal's appeal had been
re.iec cd by the Supreme Court. Monsieur de Granvillehad been worrying himself over the case, and postponing
f.on. day to day the order for carrying out the sentence, so

fTe'ir Tm ; ? "TT'' ^'^' J"''-" ^y announcing that on
the threshold of death the accused had confessed the crimeA ,,oor widow of Xanterre, whose dwelling stood apartfrom he township, which is situated in the midst of the
mfertilephnn lying between Mount-Valerien. Saint-fJerinain
tht' hills of .Sartrouville, and Argenteuil, had been murdered
and 7-obbed a few days after coming into her share of an un-
expected inheritance. This windfall amounted to three thou-
sand fra) .. a doxen silver spoons and forks, a gold watch and
chain and some linen. Instead of depositing the three thou-
sand fran.^s m T'aris, as she was advised bv the notary of the
wme-nuTchant who had left it her, the okl woman insisted
on keeping it l,y her. In the first pi ice, she had never seen
so mueh money of her own. and then she distrusted evervbodv
in evei^v kind of alFairs, as most common and country folk a.\.
Alter long discussion with a wine-mercliant of N'antcrr- a
relation of her own and of the wine-merehant who had left !kt
the money, the widow decided o,, buving an annnitv. „„
selling her house at Xanterre, and living •

the to.ni ef
haint-Cermain.

The house she was living in, with a good-sized garden en-
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'V a sliylit \>..(,(l,.,i ffiuc. WMs tlu. pour snrt of duollin^
-^'-iv l'"'H .y suKil] lan.i..u„,.rs i„ ,h, .u.i^^l,l,nrh.,u,l o?

.1;-. It_ had iHrn hastily ...n>triulr.l, uith 110 anhitoitural
"''^-"; "' •''"''•"^ '""' '-"I'l'l''- tlu. mal.M-ials cuintMonlv um.!
-^'i- I.'ins. whcv, as at Xantrrr... thcv arr cMn.nH.lv' ahun-
'i.^^ii. 111.' ^roiin.l h..in- ..vcnuhm. hrokcn hv .laarrios op.n
'ili">ky. J Ins IS the „nli„,ry hut of th,. riv,iiz..,l sava v!- 1hmi>,. consisK.i of a -rou,„l ilo„r an.l onr floor ahov..'
uiili .irarr-fts in the roof.

'I'l"' M";nTyiuan, her doccas,.,! hnshand. and th,> huild,T of
ti>- ;lv..'lhii- had |)„t stron- iron bars to all tlu- window.-
'•'' ('••M.t door was remarkably thi.-k. Th- .nan knrw thai

'

v..<> alo.K. there 111 the open ,-o„ntrv—and what i .•ountrv'
1

i- <u-toniers were the prineipal master-masons in I'arN 'so
"!' """•' Hiip<,rta n,at..r,als for his house, whieh stood
^^'!"ni hve hundn.(i yards of Ids ,p,arrv. had been brought out
i!i li- own earts retnrnin- emptv. He e„„ld choose <ueh as
>'nu;l him where hmis.'s Were pulled down, and -ot tln'm verv
''I'- I bus the window-frame>, the iron-work, the .lo.ir^
^fnilhrs. and wood..! littin-s were all d..rived fn-ni sanetione.l
['orin-. presents Irom his eustomers, and <rnod one< eare-
ni!^; Hiosen. Of two window-fran,c.<. in- rouhl take tlu- better

I
•• bouse, entc.red from a lar^e stabl.-vard. was srnvned

' '"'I';' '-"ad by a wall
; the -ate was of stron- iron-railin-

\;^^': l;-i"irs were kept in the .tables, and a little .lo^ ind..nr;;
- M -hi. llHU-e was a -anh'n of more than two a.uvs behindf- w.h.w. without children, lived nere with onlv a woman
-n.Mi!. 11,,. sale of the (|uarry had paid off the owner's
'!•'-: !)« l>a<] been <l(-ad aimut two years. This isolated house
^^- iiH. w.dows sole po.cssion. and she kept fowls and cows,
- -'.i: the ..cTiTs and milk at Xanterre. Jfavin- no stable-
'"' '"•"arterorquarryman—he, „u hand had ma.le them do
"'," '"'"' "f ^\-">-k~she n.o lun-er kept up the -ardm • «he
•;•' -itbered the fosv ^rreons and roots that the stony <rrou-d
•i'l''Wrd to <rroA- self-sowu.
The prif,. of the house, with the money she had inherited,

Mould amount to seven or .u^ht thousand francs, and she



.

'"''' •!">' .•nvinn.t;,,.,.,... il„,,. ,,,,,• , .,„,,,,„ ,,
. ,

;:r:,r
"'-*'• ^''"" ••-•- -<' "' -.^ .,.., ;,.!;";'::

U.UII.I;;!' |)\ \ lull lici'.

"" •""nn..- llu. lir.Miu,.r ruu,„s. ,h.. „„ .isiratr- ,1,.

of ..a.lana.h..u,.,va.an,^l,,..ap. Tl„. ,luv. ,h.u.an,l
'-;'M^.on.^unlMl,.Mlv..r-pla...an.l,l,,.,nnk.,..

'IV

•Hill di a lariri' \ac(i-(|,ii;-.

'Hu. v. .nlc.n ,K.1,M^. ,niu..arW.„ W..V ..xannn,.! :„,.,,. u,.,v
'""''^.^"- 'l-pn-.l-n,,a>h>.l,

,i n,. , racv ,.rr.„.,„„p. y,,-KMraUM on.hM, pn

y- 1,1 „.I.n...ot into tlu.l,onK.y Tlu.l,a..k,lour-,otk.
U -nla.

anoun.r.„anl,,f,hn.i,-o„I,ars,un,njure.l:an,l
''';:''''': '^'^"•'.'"'''• l'-kn.s,,K, as in the iron,, J,,,.r.All lu-M. iM,p,wMl.,l,iH.s liavin- Inrn dulv noh.l Lv M,..,-Mour i".p,no,, b, I3.I..Lupn,, ul.o .tay.d tiie.v a da/ to.x-
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.iiiiitif every (Ictiiil, liy tlic public i)n.<c(iit(ir liiiiiscif, uiu\ \,\

lii. -(r-c;iiit of the <r(.|i(l;iriiicri.' Ml is Miil.-rrc, lliis iminl.T !,(-

r.ii.i' .111 ii;^italiii^r iiiyst.rv, in uhieli llif Law nnd tlif I'oIr-c
u> r,- ii(.iij)lii>sc(l.

'I'ji> (Iraiiiii. luildislicd iii the (liizclle ,lrs TrUiiuntu.r, took
[li.-hc in llic wiiitrrot' l,s-.'S--.'!». (;,„| iilonr knows wlial cvcitf-
tii'Mi tins |Mizzliii>r cniiic o(ca>ion((l 111 l'ari>: lint l'ari< has
ii i" u drama to watch very lllol•llill;.^ and for^'ets evcrvthiii^r.

11" i'^'iicc. oil \\\v contrary, I'or^rets notllinJ,^

I 'I'c nioiiihs afler thi> friiilli,~s ini|iiiry, a ^Mrl of the
|.'\v!'. \dio>|. (..\ir;rva,i:aiice liad mvitrd the atleiitioii of I',il,i-

I. ipiii'.- a-eiit.--. uho walchcd her a- hein;,-- (he ally of >cvcr;il
'i !' >e.-, tried lo |)(.r>iiade a woman >lic knew to pled-c ludve
''^' >|ioeii> and fork- and a L^old u,-urh and chain. The
I'-'i 'I ivfiiM.d. This came to I'.ihi-Lnpiirs ear<. and he iv-

"""''" i;''l llie plate and the watch and cl-ain >tolcii .-n \;in-
1' ''• 'I'he .ommi-sioncrs of the Mont-de-i'iiic. and all the
.'''-<i\i rsid' stolen ^-oods. were warned, while Mnioii la IJIonde
v..!' -nlijccled to imreniitl iiiLT serntinv.

I; wa> very soon discovered that .Maiion la iilonde was
""'''I i" l"\e wiih a yoiiiii: man wlio v,;is i',e\er to he >ccii,

'"' ^•'^ .-npposed to he deaf to all the fair .Manon's proofs
"f.N\otion. .My-tery on my>ierv. Ilouever. this youth, un-
';'' 'li'' dili,L:-ent att<'niions (d' j". ice sph's. was soon >een jiiid

I'l'iilified as an cM-aped convict, the famous hero of the
'•'-:<an vemletta, the handsome 'I'heodorc Calvi, known as
M;:d. leiue.

\ man wa> turned on to entrap Calvi, one of those doiihle-
'"'''- hn\ers of >t(den u- |^ \vli,> vr.'Ve the llli.'Ve, ;ind the
!'" ce h,,t|| at once: he promi>ed to purclia>e the silver and

• ":!' h and chain. At the moment wlieu the dealer of the
'

'

>^aint-(iiiillaiiine nas countinir out tiie ca.-h to Theodore.
-'I a- a Woman, at lialf-pa>t six in the evening:, the ix.liee

-! -md M'ized 'I'heodore and the prnpertv.
iiiipiiry wa> at once he.LMin. On >ucli thin evidence it

- inpo-Mhle to jia.v- a sentence (d" death. Calvi never
- '"'d, he never contradicted himself. He said that a

.4-r
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GO A COITRTESAXS LIFE

mttul at Nanirnv Im.l slunvn hirn the .lan-cr of kivnin.

S-f.r;:ii;;--;;;':-;;-i;s

u re I til ,ak..n mtu custody; L,.t, aftor a u-.vk\s irupri.on-

fi 1, 1

7"^ ..nplv proved that neither the husband no t e^ufe had been out of their house at the time. \Iso C ! ;

£SdEXt;-:^"^^''*--^-^--^-^-^S

yvh\oh TJ," 7 , V
•^'''' '""''^^'^

'^^''"f^' t''e eighteenthv^h,oh Theodore had committed, he was condemned to d'Tth

1:^ Ti;;;;; ir,ri'f ': '^ ^''''^- "^ ^'- ^^uuu ^rt":i
ZT'h 7 ,

""^ recog„ize the wine-merchanfs wife

ved I'lr" ''r''"-V-«^'--l ^'.n,. The in.uirv dnnul, hy tlie evuleneo of several witnesses, that Theodore

. ht ; .„.. ^"'*r?' ^'^f
^''^ "'" ^"pp»-j t« i^'^ aboutu^litun .eats old, and for the whole month he must hue;-n^„urs.ng that brat (nourri ce poupon, i. e. hat^hi^g C

chiTnn '"T''
''""'-''^ '"' ™"^^ '"'^•" '>''"^ aeeompiices. Thecbauney-puts were measured and compared with the size of
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Mn.rn \^^n]uu.]r.\nniyt....,i;.\,.,,,nU]h.,.^nr
,n that

";'"' ';.'';''"> i"i"'s «i,id,, ,„ „„„i.,,„ i,u,i,in,^.„. „,k,. ihf
f''"";'t the v,-i>t .luiniK.vs „f „l,|-f„.|,i„nr,| housrs. P.ut for
!'.'- -!ii::i.lMr a>..| ami..vii.u .lilli.„lty. Thrndun. u„nM have'" '^''""-1 "nlnn a s.vrk. Th. ,,r..sn„ d>a,.hun, n ha.I""! >''H, loiild make iiothiii^r ..f him.

\l! this husm.ss. and tlu; nnuu- of Calv,, ,„„st havo ,.soapod

I" hi

I', r.i

-,'^'""""l;''-"''i".;s('ollin, win,, at Ihrtn,,... wasahsorU
• >Hnd,.-hand..dstru.-l,. u„h (•nnt.n>on. Cuv,,.,,,. and

,
,

"'' "'"'•' ""'•'"' '"'" " point with Tru,n,H.-h.-.Mort
"• ly'- as larasimssihU. hisrh.nnsan.lall that had t„ do

;

I' '" "''" .'""'•ts: h. dn.a,h.d a nu...tin,^r ,,huh shouhl b.in-
-•' '-'• tn I'.- with a pal who nn;,ht d.mand an account ,;f
!i- l"-s which ( ollm conhl not |h)>siMv render

If." uovernor of the pri.MU, went forthwith to tlie public!"'-""""•.- n.urt, wher<- he found the Attornev-lieneral in-'- nation With Monsieur de (Jranville, an .mier for the

;;'
';"'"

'"'f ''•""I-
^I-nsicur .ie (;ra.,v,lle. who ha.l spent

";_:^!-l-n.^htat the Hotel de Seri.v. was, in conse.p.'nce
- m> unportant rv.e, ohl,<,ed to ,,Mve a few hours !o h,s
'

IHS thou.rh ove- vhehned with fali^.M.e and ^rief; for the
-;--«ans couhl not yet promise that (he Countess wuuhl
I" <'\<.-v her sanity.

'^",T ..peaking a few word, to the ^rovernor. Monsieur de,

;;:';,'': ';'"*' /'" ''"""'" '"'"•" ''" "»<"--3- ^'".1 placed a
"1 ' '•inlt s hands.
'•" "" '""<f-i- proceed." said he, '-unless some extraordi-

;'-^ 'inunistances should arise. Of thi> vou nu.s, pnh..
'/;';•" .V'"nM.Hl>:ment. The M-alVold iKvd no. he .tccU.I
',

;

ill-!'.i<t ten, so you still have an iiour. (>„ such an occa-
-;' i-urs are crntures. and .many thin-s mav happen in a
^.'""^ ,"" not allow him to think he is repriev,.]

; prepare
^' ':^in J<,r execution if n.-cessary: and if nothiii- comes of
•-^^ive bansou the warrant at lialf-,,ast nine. Let hiiu



I'd

•"", l"'',''' '•'-*•' ''"'•"i"l''"nMM|,Tiiuinul till Hibi-I.uum
nniMy .l,.^n,.,,l a> a ^.n,!,,,-,,,... ha,; lak.n th.- j.laee „f

••litin.ir," said the man with pcrfiv

'^ A COnKTESANS LIFE

A. ilu. KnvtTnnr ui ,1,,. pnM.n Ll'i il,,. puUic- pn.sccutn,-.
n,,n,Hlu-tlH.ai.huav ol' ihr ,.a.,sw. n,I.Mlu. hall 1,,. ,nr,U.iMM.r CaiMUM,!, »hu ua> -"'ii^' thr.v. IK- ...xchan.ad a

'"^^ ''-'n^d ^vurd. u,th .1... ..xannnu,;, jnd;rc^and alU.. ,..11-
i"- iiin uhal had Ikvu ,1„„.. at llu- ( •uimmt.^.tu. with r.-,r,|

'V
'''"'I'H^ r-llin, hr w.nl on „, u„n.>, th. .lu.-t,,," „|

'••"ni"-la-.Mnrl and .Mad.k..,u.; an.l h. d.d uut allow ii„.

adiii

thf priHiiHr I, 11 ,„ vimv^r „{ ih,. vuim- (•,„,„,,„
So u.,rd. ,ai, .Irx-nlH. ,1,,. aiMa/in,,.,,! nf ,!„. thnv i.„.rvuts

;,""••' ;^
•"''"• '.'"„ iM iVi..|> .la.,|,Hs Cnlln. and h.i hn.i lo

t H. ..oi,d..nnH.d .•,.!!
: \\„h „„. ..,.n.,.nt ihrv n.du.d up ,„

tile chair on uh.Vh .lacpirs Coll.n was sittiiiL'.'

'To-day. i.Mi't II. nionsifur:'- asked Fil-de-SoiL' of theward IT.

'•^'es. Jack Ketch is w;

indiircrciUM

<'/"n-h.l i. tlu. name hy which the exeeuiioner is know,, to
the populace an.l the prison world m Paris. The nioknaine
dales Jr-iiii the lie\oliit ion ,,1" HMi.
The word, prndu.cd a -,vai sensation. The prisoners

looked at each otliei'.

"It isallmeruhh hini." the warder wn, on ; "the warrant
has hcen delivered to .Monsieur (iault, and the sentence h,„
ju.-t heeii ri ad to him."

••Aii(j_>o ih,. fair Madeleine has reci'ived the hist sacra-
neiils.- said ia I'ouraillc, and he >wallowed a deep mouthful
ol .-ill'.

'

'•I'"'"- little Theodore:- cried |c P.ilTon ; "]„, j,, a prettv
chiip too. \\ hat a pity to drop uuir nut'- (rlrrnuer dans le
vuii ) "'so yoiiii^'.

The warder went towards ihe .trate. thinkm^r that Jac(|iie.s
(-Mlim was at Ins heels. Hut the Spaniard walked v,tv slewlv
and when ho wa> ^ct, mi; near to .luhen he tottered and signed
'" la I onraille to -ive l;im his arm.

-Mlei. a murde:vr.".;,;d
^^v'-'.^^ !' tl*. priest, pointing

to la I'ouraille, and oirering hi.< own arm.
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"So, to riic lie

Clliii

'. " riio II,. ,< a„ u„|,;i,,;,y wivtrh.- npl,,..] .In,.,n„>s
•"'"' .''"• l"-'-<u-. u|- Mi. ml .m.l il,,. uiKli,,,, Ml- il„.

y' "'',""
I"-

1'^",' '"•" wTv M.>,Hc...u> lYom 111,. lirM. Thn,

II Mi 111,.

i|M)liia.-,

'1 '" 'ii> I'-ils 111 ail iiii,l,.rt,,iu11,.;

I I-
n„ til,. i„,n,,ii. ~i,.|, ,,r ,|„. Al.k.v.. ,1.. M,H,.,.-a-l{...T..l

' ' '
-">'" •.•„„•: I uill.l.uu v,H, l„.w u..il I kn.,ul.,.w'

:.""";.''"""' !"• '"••''-• I "u-an tuMuhl, ,lu> l,„v-s nut
ii-ni ill. ir jaus.

•'•'• lla- sik,. ,.r 1„. |,r..,.,.Ii..s:" Slid Fil-d.-S,,,.. wMh a

•\\'(

I' wil

:;|

;;';•'''
'^"•n. Ills s,.„l,,.|,..av,.n!--n.,.,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,.<., ,,,,,,

i

:

^- ^''";-'""' """•' l'ns,.i„.rs al,.„n Imiii. \n,| h.

""',-'",''' "• ^"^'' ^l'Ml,l..|n,..-- sanl |m|-.I...S„„.

'^"'"'^^- '"•'":' -'ark K.-t,.|,V,„,.Mar.. uaitn,.' |

•'" '^'" >'' th,. ki.l," ,.!,j,.,.i,.,| I,, |;,n-,„

;|;;-'7-l-.>M!.is.Ml,.r-,.i.,,.,lla IN.iiraill,.. -11,.
, lam,

,
,

"'"•, .^''\"''' "' ^ '-" l'"Md „fl,i. ,.M ,l.a,n.' W,.
;• '-'"l'"lnm! Tl„.yu.n„.,l,,.,„ak,.,„|,l„u,l„..„r
'"•-';•"" >n.-li Hat.: ir l,.. sav,.. ins Ahnl.l,.,,... I ^iM'' ''•"! .dl my scci.,.|s.""

,''' '""'.';•' "">>l--li«-n^ In ,n,.n.aM.,|„.,],.v,„i.,„..f,
I,,'"""'-iMrt.. t.. tluMi- I,,,..: t',.ra- il„> „„„„, "

iii ir iiiiiM'
ICIll 11,. was ;

-Mn|s(,iMHi. ,,,.,,,,.. of Ala,],.l,.i,H.V,H.ni.di,l „,,,!•,,, t

'"'"•^ """ "" "•"'l-'- li^i'l t- t-ll him. "This uav th-

', " "•'•;'7"'^'"' " '"'I' ^"'•" man l..a„in;:,m,h,.stuv,.. with
•
''- nW la,.,, imt uiihnnl di>tim-ti(.n : it was Saii<,m

„,;''"-7'' '^;li-l.aplain-sa„l h,.. .„i„. ,.,uards hiru
'"ipl,. cordiality.

.',. ""'"''' '"" ""' ^'"" '^i"i^ tliai il fp,/,. ,|„. hvstandors
^

•
'",.,iM,ur, s.i.l8aus,.m:-i hav,. ,.,1.,.,. funetion..-'

"

iiirP'i



B=

(!!!

•^;'''7''-'''-'''''l''rnf ,1,,. |,..t..xnul,oM,.r,,f th.tnan,,.-

';;:/;;:.:;:i::,';:::::JxVv''Tr
nili... ,1 1

''"'•^^'- •^"" '"indiitniir. ,,r i..n.(iii,irv

T; "I' '
""'"""'••'"""••''•"• 'Hh. Sa„..n. urn. u

•1'" ••vs,,| ji,>ii,v I'inn, I'.uh.r t,, ..,,

Il'll I" TnlV hl'illir [irufll,,!, ,|

larricil nut the

„ ,
,

,

'" --"I'"' III.' Iliirtccnth (Tii-

",".'" •' '^""•"' '"" 'lunn- SIX (riilunr.
'"> ^;'un;r HUM l,,,.| 1,,.,, ,, ,„„ ,,,,,,,,,1,,.

H>(..,.T,n.M.|,..l.,nln>
!,,.],, ,,Ml,.,.:,,.,,at,n.MlM.k,M./T,'

;;;;;;;->-;-v-i.--...:u,i,..i.„.,.,.,.,,,.,,,^
/; „

.>tlH.
,.nnHlal.l,.|,,.,.a,l,l,an.|,|,H.ku..ssoflu>hamls.

UVII

';''7''''''--'''''^-''-<vrnrlus,,oMt,..„asan,,..„an
iiii cIccKu-, and an ciiii "i-ia.Mic llnn.t. tins tall. l,ra\niv nmri

1; ;'r^
^'' '''•'''-'"'''

'•— " ra.luT than :„,

no ^?';'^' '';'"'' ''"'•^' "'''''' '''•'-'''^' '•-•'• f^i'-"

;;;,;;;„""
'""'^''^•' ^^ *'"'' •'"'•i-^'s con,,. had i,H..n„o„aiiv

;;He is no onnviH :•• saMl ,h,. h,.ad ward.T to tlu. ^ov.Tn,.r.

nod to tlii't otlicial.

•'m-,|u..sC„||i„ wa< l,.d ,o ,h. ,.,.|la,-lik.. room whrr. IV.-

l^n, ;;/;";'' '"'; ^'••-'I-i-^'-'-'-d.ratra,;;!..,

Coll n nT'"''-';! '"'x-
''"'" ""^"" 'taliano,-said Jacqu..Collin Nory rapidly. "X fugo d ..alvur."

1-
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' •' ;'''-""i|«-li'-.Mnrt. Talk our Ih.lnni. I liav ,.„mw to

II.

'-' I""
< hiiin^ uantrd i,, .si\ ||,„i. ,,|' miirsi'. to ho in-

'

'''''''' '" ''" I'lvi'iMlnl ;.'rml,irinr; ;uhI a^ Kil.i-
I.., .11 V,,|- I, fl |„ ,||,,,..v ,,f Ih,. |,n:-n,l...-. |„. ,n,ll,| ,|,,t IraVO
I:.-

i
— i. 'I hr rnaiiV I'lirv ua- .piif mdr-.TilMl,!,..

'I ''""! "'• <'ai\i, a \.,iiii- inaii uilli a pai- nli v.. roti .,|.-\i..n
''-"' ''•"'• ••""' '"-ll"". 'lull. \,\ur rsr,. WrII 1 ,11 1 1 1

.

' h H 1 1 H-
|'r..ii-iMii- >trvii-t|, „,„|,,,. ,|„. 1^ ,„,,),.,,„. i,|,,H.a,aii(i. that is
""I "H.. .,„,„,,!, 1,1 Sniiili,.ni..|s. u-ni.l.l lia\.. Iia<l a .liarminK
''" •"" I'"' til" >tn.n;:l\-,.„v!i..| ,v,.|„-..u. ami |m« r,,,vi,ra.l

-i^'' liiiii a Miii>|,.r ,.\|.iT.-HH,i, ^.arlrt lip- n{ >avat;.'
'"mI a twitclmi;: of the i,iii,M-|r- |Mvii|iar |m (

'orsicair:-,

- Iliat ..\(i-H\r irntalulilv ulinli mako them ni
("' " "' I" l<ill 111 any ,>ii(l<!cii s(|iialil>l.'.

T;-..,|,,iv. ^tartir.j „l the xmiikI nf that s, ,„.,•. rai.-r-l I, in
' "'• ""! '" lir>t th.Mi-hl hiniHJf Ih,. v„.||,n ,,(• a ,|,.h!sioii ;

'- ' ih,- cxiHTifiKv ,,r tu,, iiiouihs ha, I a<-,MiM,,Mi,,| him to
' '

'Mrkn.-^> ,,f this ^tnur l,o\. he l.„,kr.l at the >ham pri.'st,
^1- -uiicJ (icply. II,. ,|i.| ,,,,( n.c,,;,rni/,. .Ia,.,|ii,.< C.lliii.
'••

'
t.ne. M-anv.l |,y th,. applu.ati,,!! ,.1" Milpluiric a,i,l. was

!
' i! "(' hl> itji] \„,<<,

n> V'.iir .la.-,|ii,.r; 1 am v,.iir ,-,„il',..M,r. .-.•;,! liave
••': I" p'l y,,ii ,,ir. I)., ,„.,i I,,, su, 1, a ninny a> i,. know m,'

;

:
' -i".ik as if y,,ii w,.r,' makin.i: a ,-oiif,.ssi,,M." II,. s|H.k('

'' " •'" iiIiiH',-f rapidity, -'i-his youn.^' f,.!low i. v,.rv much
'I: Ih- is afraid i,) di,., h,. will cinfi.-s .'wi-vihiii^',"'

-'
1

.1.1,
-.ill, •< Collin, ad.lrvssin;: the .irendarm,..

I' i-.'.upin daivd ii,.t say a w(,rd f.,r fear .,f h.^in" reeo.'-

-^vv v,.m,.thiii;r t„ show III,, tliat vou are he; you have noth-
I! - ''^'t 1)I> V,, I, ;..•• slii] Thi'.odore.

^

'^ "I --e. p,„,r |„,v. h,' assures m,' that h,' i^ inn,„',.nt."' ,^aid
'- f'ollin I,. i'.ihi-Lupin. wh,i dare,! ii,,t speak for fear
' - ''1'coi.niized.

ail.

//•' nn.- sai,l .?ae,|ii,>s ivt iiniiii,ir close to Theodore,
;".ikiii^' th,. w,u'd in Iiis ,.ar.

i

;l
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*''^' A COrRTES.WS LIFE

;'>V;///>/r /,•." ,-,,,|i,,,i TlK.udon. giving the countersign
II'-. }'iV. .IIT III,. |„,<^ .' o

"Hit' }nii (1,, iin. irick:-"
"^..^.•

''';" "-" "'- ^;l"'I" story, that I may soo what can he done

^^^
;,^;;;;;;;;-^''="'

^" ""-• l^ndt .Un,n and pretended to he anout

lMh,-Ln|,m did not know .hat to do. f,.r the ,-onvc.rsat,on

- .OHM. ,na, ahardly,,,.ka.n,,a.h,,nu.a.,tdo,.ro
';"',"• "' '1">-- haMily ,„ld all the detail, of the erune
'd "hi.l -lar.i.n.s r,.liin knew nniliing.

'

,j„'^'|l['''

•"' -*"^' "'^•''' ^^'^l'*-t "'ithont proof," he said

your h'u!:.!:!'-"'""
'" '"'^"" ^'''^" ^''^^' ''' ™''''S to eut off

,l,,;;'i"
'

"'-'"'"'^.','""•' -"' '"^P-H't the wedge.-And
tliat Ls

, :„ v,,v ,noy judg,. yo„ .'-and in Paris too'"
Hut hou- did yuu d„ ,!„. j,,|,v-

,^|,^.^, .f,_,^^_^^ ^^,_j^^_^l^^^^

,,i,,-^^
''':''•;:'''

^''^--f
''''''''''"• v-'u J n.ad..a...,uain.aiK.o

"'"''•-"-""f^'-'"- I "HI wlu.n 1 .-aniet,, I'ar's
"

"Mon who an. siu-h f.,,,ls as ,o lov. a uonian." ,.,,..! Jae,|aos
^ "":", "'"''>^ '""^'- '" ^^n.d- that wav. Th..v aro ti.'.r^
"" "'< l-"^r. tig,.,., who olah and look at themselves m^lh.
glass.— '^ oil wcTt. a gahv

"

"Ihit
"

"\Vcll. what good ,1m1 she do you-that eurse of a moll''"
Ihat diukol agirl-m, tallorthana hinidle of firewood

n^ -iJM-n- as an e.l. and as nunhle a> a nionkev-got ,n at
tiK. lop ,,| ,h, ov,.n, and opone.l the fnmt door. The do.r.
wen. uv

1 ,.nn.inu.d with hall, and as dead as herrings. ^IsetlU hoiuowonu.n. Then when I go, the >uag. Ginetla
locked ,ho door and got out al,^•lin l.v the oven

"

,"''"'''

V'""''
'•'"l^" 'i'-''^<'>^ lil-e." said Jaeques Collin.

•Hlnunng ,lu. ,.x....u.ion of tlu. ,nn,e as a seulpior idn.ires the
ino(i|.|iii;.r of a fi'^nre.

"And I ua< fool .^iiough to waste all that eleveruess for a
tliou.smd erowus

!
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>ii.
N'.\ fur a wuiiian."" ivplicd .I,i(i|iics Collin. --I tell \-<

• ilc|»ri\r 11- (if iiil Miir uii>."" ami .la(M|iic> CnHin 'r\vd
"(Inrf wiili ,-1 ila-liiim- irlaiicc n\ coiiiciiipt.

i!ii! you were lioi tlii-iv!" >aiii the ('or.-ican- 'T was all

!l(| ilo ynu Idvc tile -hit

I ill' iT|]riiach uas a jii>l on

!lM<r(l .'a((|ii('s Collin, fivlinjr

"li ! 1 wall! to livo. Kilt it is for \>n I now rather than for

''• '(iiilf oasy. 1 am not called Truiniie-la-Mort I'or nolh-
iiKlertake the ca-

wi lat : lit'er"" (Tied the lad. lil'iiiii,' his >uaddl
the damp vault ot' the cell.

I'd liaiKls

My little Madeleine. |ire|iare to he lai;-,i:i'il for life (penal
iinde)."" replied .laiipies Collin, "^'oii can expeet no
:
they won't ei'owii \uu with ro.,.> liko a failed o\. Wl
lir.-t set us down for l«o( ort. it w
il to he rid o{' us I Hut if 1

'II. you cat) i^et out aiH

len

IS iieean~e they

an uet you tieketed for

eonic hack to I'antin ( Paris),
''

i will find you a tidy wav of livimr."

\ M,^h sueh as had rarely iieon heard under that inexorahio
; Mruek ihe st()iie>, uhidi mmiI ha.-k th" sound that
"« ill niiisie. to the ear of the a.-tounded Bilii-r.upin.
Ii i> the cllVct of the ahscjlution I pronii-ed him in ret

lias no

nis re\clai lon,- aid .lae(|ues C
urn

illm to the irendarnic.
>rMeans. nion>ieur, are full of faith I liur h e IS a?

nt as tile Immaeulate liahe, and I mean to trv to save

I

•iod l,|f>s vuu, Monsieur TAhhuI' niid 'riiuodoro in
.ell.

rompe-la-Mort. more Carlos Ilorrera. more the en non
':^^ii ''^er. left the condemned cell, ru.-lied liaek to the hall

• ippeared before M oii>ieiir (iaiili in aU'ei-led horror.
iHleei

^'
' I he iruiltv per:

-ir, the younjx man is innocent: lie has told mc
on I.- 11 e was reailv t o (lie

It of honor—he is a Corsican I (

i\<^

o and be:

f.>r a f,

the puhli
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i'n>.c,-ut.M' t,. ^r,,,„t „„. |i\ nnntu.-.- ii,i,.r\ i.'w. A[,,n-iM,r
''• ''•'"villf iMni.n! rrfuM- to liM,,, ;,t ,kuv i„ .-, SpaP J,
pn.'M «l,.. ,> suir,.rin- s., .nu'lly I'runi ili,. \,\um\vv^ .,1'

,|,,
J" rt'iich piilicc.

'•I will -.).•
>-,i,| Mnii.iViir CniK. to tl„. ,.xt,vi,u. ;,>toin.h.

ment ot all th.' uitiu^M-,. (,r this cxti-aonliimrv scni,'.
••And mraiiuliil..." .ai,| .»ac,|in>, •Vciul m',. hack to tli,.

pn>oii-yai-.l uIimv
| .„,, (in,>h tlu' ronwrsio,, ,,f a <Tii.ii,i,i

«Ih>m. M,.a.-i I hax- tourhr.l al rvadv-H hrv ha\r hra.'K tlii-e
Jiooph'!

' '

This >p..,.,.h ].rn(iiicc(l a sensation in all who heard it Tiic
KiMKhu-ines. the r--i>tiT rlvvk. Sa.iH,!,. the uanl..|-s. (lie exe.u-
tioiiers a-Mstani—all auaitiii,u onh'i's i,) ^n, and .r^t ih,.
scallold ready—to ri,- np ih,. niaehme, in pns,,n slan^r^alj
th.'se penpl,., usually ^o inditl'erent. weiv ai^Mlated b^ vei-y
natural e-iii'iositv.

Just iheti the rattle of a earria^^ with ldj,di->teppin<r horsrs
was heard; it stopped \ery sii--v>tiveiv at the irat"(d' tlu'

(•"iieier.ireri,. on the .piay. The door wa> opened, and the ^tep
IH down in sn<h haste, that everv one supposed that ^nn„.
great per>ona-e had arriv.-d. I'n.senlly a ladv wavin- a
sheet ol hlue jiaper eaine forward to the outer '-rale of't!]..
prison, followed hy a fooiman ami a rhassrur. Dressed verv
handsomely, and all in hlaek. with a veil over her hoimet. <Iie

was wi],in;,r („.,• ,.y,.s with a Ih.ridly emhroi.lered handkerchief,
dae-pies Collin at omc reeo.iriiized .\.-ie, ,„•. to -rive liu'

woman her true name. Jaeipudine Collin, his aun". Tlii.<
horr;!>le old woman—worthy ,d" her nephew—whose thouirhts
were all centered in the pri.M.ner. and who was defending hiin
with mtellievin.p and mother-wit tlnit were a inateli for the
power> of the l;iw. had a permit made out the evenin^r hefeiv

I"
""' "•'>i;<' "f 111" Drnhove de Maufrigneuse-s waitin-niai.l

by the re.|uest (d' .Moii>ieur de Senzv. allowin<,' her' to see
Liuaen de I.'nhempre. and the Abhe Carlos Merreni so .soon as
h" should he hrouj,rht out of the .-eeret cells. On this the
("olonel, who was the (JoM-rnor-in-Chief of all the prisons,
liad written a few words, and the mere color of the paper re-
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rful inlluciuc; for ll u'st' jtci'iiiit.-. Iikf tlicatrc-

llrki I-, tiin'cr in sliii[w ;iii(l ;i|i| )iMr;iii(M'

iirnkfX' hn.-li'iM (I in n\ III ilir 'jl-Ali:. (>piM lallv wlic

in --AW till' r/nissi'iir willi his |i1iiihi'> iiml an uiiif'Tiii nf '^rwn

,111,1 -I'M a> dazzliiiu' .- a Kii-siaii (icncral's, pniclaiminji: a

iiiih mI' ari>to(Tatic I'aiik ami alnin,--t mval hirili.

••(111. iiiv (l(ar Alilirl" cxclainird tin.- Hue lady, shcddin,!;

;i jorri'iil of tears at the si;,dit of ihr pric.-t, "\\'i\v cmilii any

think of putting sucli a saintly nian in here even hy

IMI-Iakc

III.' (iovcrnor took the permit and icad. "Iiiii'oduccd by

|-Arc||cncy the Comtf dc Sefizy.""

\iil Madame de San-l']stelian, Madame la Manpiise,"

d Carios llerrera. "what adniirahie de\otii>ii !'"

I'ait. madame, such inti rviews ace auaiii,-l tlio fujes," said

( lovernof, And intel'( epteil the a Ivanee of

l'.::- li.ile of hiaek watered-.-ilk and lace,

Jiii! at such a distance I" said .laeqiies Coll in, "and in vour

an( 1 he looked ronnd at the irroiin.

Ni>' liiiil on. tiesKie.- a

ihs aunt, whose di^ess nii.^ht well da/zle the cliTk, the

inA'-rnnf, till' warders, and the j^'eiidarmes. stank of mnsk.

thousand ei'owns worth of laee. a idaek

i'ldia ea.-liniere shawl, worth six ihou.-and fraiu-:'. And her

rehing up and down oiit>ide with the inso-

k iirr nf a lackey who knows that he is esseiiiial to an eNactint;;

i!!'iM( r^s. lie fuoke never a word to the footman, who stood

I /(/>-•'///• was ma

I.-, i! I' LMite on the (|uay. wliieh is alwa\s ojieii hy da^

Wlial do von wi^li? What can I do?" >aid Madame di

i^tehan in the liniro a<fn'( upon by this aunt am
llrpln'W.

is diah'ct consisted in adding: terminations in ar or in

m '// or in ; to every word, wheths r Krench or slanir. so

leniiiLr it. It was a diphmiatic cipher;i.' t" ih^i;'iii>-e 1 t bv leiijftl

d to ^pee ell.

It all the letters in some safe ])lace : take out those that

:in' iip.-t his'elv to conniromise ilu' lai

''li'. j.ioorly.

lies: come hacK. uresseil

to the Salle des ras-lV'rdu-, and wait for nv:
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Asic, oflicruisc .liiciiiicliiic, knell ii> if to n'ccivc his hless-
iiiK. .111(1 ihf >liaiii prifsl blcsM.d his aunt with cvan^'clical
uiutioii.

"Ailili'i. Miircliisii." siiil he aldiid. "And," he added in

their |.ri\;itr lan^Mia-v, 'lind Kiiinjie jmd I'aeeanl with the
ses.'M liundrvd and liti\ thoiisand I'rancs ihey ha-ged. We
inu>t have tlirm.""

"•raerard i> out there," said the ]>\n\\> .Man|uise, pointin.i,'

to thr i/i,i-,sil/r. hi'I-e\i-- full (if teal's.

'l'hi> intiiili\c e(ini|irelienM(in hroiiuhl not nierejv a sniil.^

1" ''!• man"- 1i|k. I. hi a -•e-iiiiv <,\' siirpri-e ; no (uie eould
ast(ini>l; !iini Ian lu> aunt. The .-ham Mar(|iM.-e turned to the
hvstander.- uilh the air df a uonian aecn.-tnined lo ^'ive her-
self airs.

"lie is in (li-|)air at heiiiiz- unalile to attend liis soifs
funeral," .-aid >!ie in hniken i'"r( neli, "fur tlii- monstrous
mi.-carria-c ef Ju-p,-, ha- Let rayed the saintly man's secret.

—

I am ,<:uin;r ),, ,i„, f,,;,,.!',,! ma-..— I|,.re, monneur,"" she added
to the (i(i\ern<)i', handing,'- liin; a pur-e of <rold. -ihl^ is to ^mvo
your [loer [irixaier- -unie ( 'Miif,,rt>.""

"What .-la|>-uji .<tyle!"" her ne]ihew whispered in approval.
Jae(|Ues Collin tlieii folleucd the warder, who led him hack

to the yard.

i^ihi-Lupin, (|uite de.-perate. had at last eau.irht tlie eve of
a real ^'•eiidarnie, to whom, >ince .lae(pies Collin had ^'one. he
'i'"l l"'''ii addres-in,i;' -i^Miitieaui •.l//(///.s'." ; id who look
his place on _L'-uai(l in the condemned cell. But 'I'rompe-la-
Moia"s sudrn foe ,\as relea-ed loo late to see the ercat huh.
ulio (h'ove olf ill her da>hin;:- turn-out, and whose V(.>i(V,

thouiih di-^-ui-ed, fell on his ear uiih a \ ici(Ui.- twanl,^

•'I'hree hundred shiners for ilie hoarder^."" said the h(>ad
warder, showinu' liihi-iaipin the pur.-e. which .Monsieur Ciault
had h.anded over to his clerk.

"I,et"s see. Monsieur dacomety,"" said liibi-I.upin.

The police ap'iil took the pur.-e, poured out the money
into hi< hand, and examined it euriouslv.

"^e.-, it is gold, sure enough.'"" said he, "and a coat-of-
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nrni'; on tlic purse ! The Mouiulnl ! llnu ilf\( r lio is I What

.111 ail-niuud \ilhiiiil lie due- ii.- all l::nuii——aiul all the

llinr! lie OUf^dlt to !)(• shnl (jnWII lilvc a lin^'!"

••\\ hy, what's llir iiialtcr?" a.-knl ihc clerk, lakiii;,' liaek the

iliu||r\.

••'riie matter I Why, llie hu>sy stnje it I" erieil Itibi-l-iipin,

.-l.iiiipm^ wiih ra.iXe "\i the Ha;,'- nf ihc ;,Mirwa\

The wurds prcjdiieed a ^real ,-rii>at inn aiiinii;,^ the ^peetators,

\\\\n were staiidiii;,' at a little di.-taiice ivmn Mdiisirtir Saiisdii.

ih. lull, was >iill >Ialldill;.^ lii> hack a;,fain>t tiic larire -tnve in

ih" middle of the vaulled hall, awaitiii.ir the (irdcr tn eini)

liii- fehiirs hair and erect the scalfnld on ihc Place dc (;ic\c.

On re-enterin^y the vard. .lac(|Ues Collin wciii toward.- his

(!iiini> at a pace suited lo a rrci|ucntcr of ihc ,:;allcy>.

"W hat have you on youi' nniid?" >aid he to la I'ouraille.

""My jrame i.- up." >aid the man. wii^m ,laci|uc> Ciiliii led

iiiio a corni.T. ""W hat 1 want now i^ a pal i can iru.-t.""

"What for?""

I.a Touraille. after tellinj: tlic talc of all hj> crinie>. hut in

!liic\cs" .-lan^r, ji'a\e an accouiil of the murdT and I'ohiici-y nf

liie two Crotlats.

'"Von have my res]»cct," said .Iaci|uc- Cullin. "The joh

\v,i> well done; hut you seem to mc to have blundered after-

Aard-.""

""In what way?"
""Well, havinji" done the trick, you oudit to have had a

h'u--ian j)assport. have made up as a liu^.-ian prince, houudit

a line coach with a coat-id'-arm^ on it, have Imldly dcpo>iied

\oiir money in a baidx., liave '^oi a letter of crcdii nn liamiiur^',

arMi then have m'1 out po>tin,i:- In llaniimi'ir \*ilh a valet, a

huli<'>" maid, ami your nnstros di>ji-uised a> a i;u>-ian prin-

i-C". At lland)ur^r you should have sailed for Mexico. A
chap of s|)irit. with two hundred and eiirhty ihou-aiid francs

IP Liold, oui,dil to he able to do what he ])lea^l'^ and i^o where

!:• p!ea.-c.-, llathead!""

nil yes, von have such notions because you are the boss.

Viur nut is always s(iuare uu your shoulders— l)ut 1
""
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-ill >liMrt a uoni ,,1' ^r
i ,„lvic,. i„ vnnr position J. Ijko

';""' '"^' "•"I nian," .a..lJa.-.i..r. Cnll.n, umI. a .-.rpc.nt-
lik' >(a/..' at lii> ol.l |,al.

'

"Tni.. inon^rli :- .;,„1 h, |'.,ura,ll,.. looking' .hil.ious "But
^'iw'm.. ,l,..|.roih. alliiH..snn...

I f it do., not .uit my «tom-
aili, I tan warm m\ tVci in u

-

;";'"•"" '"•" "^'^''"'' '•> 'I'" '"^"-. ^vi,l, llu. rohhrri...
"'"' '''>'< nninl.T,,. the latest of thun tl.,-,. ,,r ,uo rich a,„l
'^''^'"''•'"' '""^^-

• • •
'^"--

.i'"-'.> .lo not I,k.. to .V
rrsprrlahl.. toik> kHlr.l. V„u u.il I,., p,,, ih,,,,,^, xW ma-
cJiinr. and iliciv is not a (haiicc fur vou."

"I li"v. lu'ani all that," sai.l la i'o.irailK. lamctitaMv.
My aunt .Janiurlims with whom J ha\r ju^t rxrhan.n.,1

a trw \w,r,l. ni thr oilirr. ami who ,s, as vou know, a mothrr
to tlm pal>. tohl n„. that the authorities mean to he nuit of
you; tliey are so much afraid of vou."

"15"t I am r,eh now," ,s„d la I'ou. ,IIe, with a simplieilv
whieh showed how eonvin,,.! a thief i. of lu> natural ri-hr
to st.'al. -W hat are tliev afi'aid of?"

-W.. have no time for philoM,pl„zin-," said Jaonies ('oj.
t"i- ' I o come back to \ou

"

'•What do w,u uaiii with me?" said la Pouraille, ititer-
niptin^'- hi.- ho>s.

'•^on >hall >ee. A dea.l do^r j^ still w.uHi soniethin.r"
•'lo other peopl..." said la i'ouraille.
'1 take you into my ,i:ame !"

said .Iae(|ues Collin.
"\\ell, that is somethinii-," >aid the murderer "What

next r

"

''I do not ask you where your nion.'v is, but what vou mean
to do with it Y'

l.a I'onraille look..! into th.. eonviefs impenetrahl.. eve
••ind Ja<-,,u<- eohllv went o,,

: ••I|„v.. vou a trip v.,u are ^uve.
upon, or a .-liild. or a pal to he he|p,.d? I shall be outcid.
within an hour, and I can do n,u<-h for anv ono vou \,ant to
bo irood-natnT'ed to."

La I'ouraille still hesitated: he wa^ delavin- with indeci-
sion. Jaccjues Collin produced a elinehin;: nr-ument.
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''Yunr wliac'k of our money uuuld In- thirty {housaiid
lriiM<. Do you U-avc it lo ihc palsr Dn vmi bcqufiitii it t..

:tii.\l-ily? Yniir .lian i> salV; I -an -i\.. ,i this evening to
:iii\ ntif you leave it ti Z"

i'hf rinif.lerer ^Mve a little start of satisfaction.
I have hini!" ..ai.l ,lae.|ii.> Collin to hiins.lf. "Hut we

''•'' "" tuiH to play. Con.M.hT,- he went on in la PourailleV
'•I- •^^'- lia^r not leii niinuie.^ to ^j.aiv, ohl ehap ; the piihlie
I'p-rnior IS t,, mmmI for inr. and I am to haw n talk with
liiiii. I have him >alV. and eaii nn- the ohi ho.s" m>'k. 1 am
"llaili I .-hall ,sive .Madeleine."

I I you save Madeleine, my good hoss, vou can just as
cii.-llv

"

•I'oirt waste your spittle," .said .laeques ('oHin shortly.
M.ikr your will."

-Wrll, then—
1 want to leave the nionev to la (ionore," re-

pli'd la I'ouraille piteou.-ly.

'What! Are you living with Moses" widow—the Jew who
I'-'l liie swindling -an- m the South?" a>ked Janpies f,;llin

l-r 'I'rompe-la-.Morl. like a great general, knew the per.s.n
el \iry oiu' ill his armv.

Tliat's the woman," said la i'ouraille. much tiattered.A pretty woman," said dae.iues Collin, who knew exactly
l!"U to manage his dreadful tool^. -The moll is a heauty
she I- u..|l inlormed, ami stands hy her mates, and a lir>t-rate

"ies, la (ionore has made a new man of ve.- ' What
I). Mil

•< i'.ii you must he to ri.-k your nut when vou have ,, irip like
1"|- -'t home! You noodle; vou should have ..et up some ro-
srei:.hh. little ..hop and lived quietly.-And what does
slil llo.'

">he is settled in the Kiie Sainte-Barhe, managing a

•And -^he is to bo your legatee? Ah, mv dear hov. this i«
|vfiat such sluts bring us to when we are siicii fools as to love

'•Jo?, but don't yon give her anything ^ill I am done for
"

it IS a sacred trust," said Jacqutc Colli o very seriously.
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"Ami Mill hiii^' 1(1 I hi' |i;il.-
!'"'

"Nni liiii^ I I l;i\ Idduiil ilic ;i,iir \'i>v u\i\" aii.-wcri'd la

I'uiiraillr \ Nulu I I've i\.

"Willi ili'l'.' Sh.ill I -crsi' "cm mil!'" a-kril .)ac(|iu's ('i)lliti

fa,ui-ri\ . Ir\iim- in m.u-c ihc la~i -ciii iimiii liiat >iirviv(.'s in

llii.-r -uiil- till ilii' hi~i In, 111'. "W'liH kiii.A-, (ihl |ial, iiiit I

mi;:lu al till' .--aiiii' lime ilu lliciii a liad tiii-:i ami ,-rr\<' ynii with

till' [Mililic jUdMcnicir r

'

Till' miinli'i'i'r iddkrd al In.- Im,-- with ama/nl >at isfactidii.

"Al lhl> llliiliiciil." thr hu-- r('|illii! I'l lhl> r\|irr.-M\c hiok.

"I am |ila\iii,u 1 hr ^Mm>' niil\ I'^r 'riii'"iliirc. W'lirii tlii> t'arci'

is |ilau'tt iMit, nhi l">\. I iiii;4lit (1(1 Wdudcr- for a (•liuiii— I'dr

\(iu arc a (hum nf iiniic."

"If 1 X ( that vou really can jiiit olT ihc cn!.'ai,'cmciit tnr

llial |i(idr litilc 'I'hcddiirc, 1 will dd aiivtiiin;,' voii cIkkisc

there:"

"Hill llie trick is (1(1111.'. ! am sure (" sa\e his head. It'yini

want Id :;cl diil <t\' llie scra|ic, y(ai .-ee, la I'diiraillc, you mii,-l

he ready to dd a i^ddd turn—wc can do nothing sini^'lc-

hamlcd
"

"Thai",- I rue." s;rirl the feldll.

llis cdiirKleiice wa.- ,-d -ii'dii.L:". .Hid lus t'aitli in the boss so

I'aiialical. liia' lie no lonucr he-ilaled. La I'diiraille re-

scaled llie liam(> df hi- accdl!i|illce>. a -ec-.'t hitllcrtf) Well

ke|il. Tin- wa.- all .);ic(|acs needed to know.

"That 1^ the whdle sidi'y. liullard was the third in the jdli

with me and tlodet
"

"Ai'ra( hc-Laiiie ':"" cried .lac(iuc; Collin. ;:i\in^ Kuiranl lii^

nickname anidii^u the Liaii^'.

"Tliat"> ih" i.iaii.— .\!i(l the hlackLniards pcaclicd honiiis^

I knew where they had hidden their whack, and they dhl not

kudw where mine wa>.""

"^"oii arc making it all casv, mv clicnih!"" said .Iac(|U('S

Collin.

"Whaty
"Well." r('|iiied the master, "vou s('(^ liow wise it is to trust

im entirely. Your rcwnge it now [lart (d' the hand 1 .an
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.i.lUll;:.- I ilo not ;i,-k Vnll [,, [v\\ me ullciv ihr dll.^ ;in'. VnU

.III I'll III.' at Ihf hi.-t iiiciiiK'iii ; \nA Icll m.' all aii'iul |{uiranl

• i I'l.

•^
II arc. and vmi ahvav.- wil iif, I'ur l.n~.; I 1lavf no

-r. 1. I- Irniri vnii. iv|i|i,.d la I'ouraiilr. "Mv iiiuiii'y i.-^ iu the
I -iLir at la ( iuiiDrr'-."

•
\iii| vnii lire imt at'raiij (.1' Iht trllimry-'

•Uli\. isi'i )iloii;^r; siu know- iMiiluii;,^ ahoiit tnv littlo

^ !

' ivj.lii'd |;i r,jiir;ij||,.. "I iii;i;.,' hiT drunk, till. null -he
!- "f tli.' xirt that uoiild mvcr idaK t\r]i uiih hrr head under
liii' knit'c— r.nt .-ncli a jni ot' ,i;idil I""

"'^1-. tliat tnrii> the milk of the piirc.-t cuiisLirnci'." rrplifd
.1

:
'jll'.- ( nllin.

>"
I ciinld do the Jul) with no [Mi'inr- to spv nif. All the

'i:''!..!!- Were iroiic 1,1 roi,;-!. 'jlir .-iiiiitr- aiv iluv.- (rr\ nii-

>!' 'rr.iiind behind -onie u ine-lxjti le>. And I >|)i-iMd .-onic

' - and mortar o\er iheni."

<""h1."' said .la(()ue> Collin. "And the otliei'>;'""

h'utlard s |)ieee.- are wiih ia (ionore in the pnor uoman'>
'••^'"'11'. ••Hid he ha.- In r ii;,dit \>y ihat. r,,r >he nii,t,dit he
!i itii'ed as aceessorv after the faet. and en,l her da\- in Saint-

Tiie villain ! The reelers tea( h a thief what'.- what." said
.1 i. -jues.

'""!'•' ''I'l lii.- pieees at his sL-ter's. a \\a>iu'r\vonian ;

!;"iie-l j^ii-l. siie may he eaiiLihi fur |i\i. year.- in I.a i'nree witli-

"t dreamin^r ..f it. The p.il rai.-ed llie tile.- id' the lloor. put
t*' Im haek 'i.traiu. and i.ni\ed."

\"W do _\oii know what 1 want yon to do?" sani .lacijues

' "'-'I- \\illi a niaj^nietiziiii;- -aze at la I'miraille.

wiiat:--
'! A.uit you to take M;ideleine"s joh on vour shoulders."'
I i'oiiraille started .pieerly ; lint he at oiiee recovered

I:'';:- M and .sio(,d at alti'ntion under the bo.-s" eve.
>,, you shy at that? '^'ou dare to spoil my lmiuc? Come,

"V. ' I'our murders or tlirce. Does il nut cume tu the same
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'Pt'rliiips.'*

"liy till' (inil 111' t:'M.(l-t'ill,,\v«lu|i, iliciT i> IK) l)l()o(| ill your
\rin.-! Ami I u;i- lliinkiiii: "I >.i\iii;,' \oii I"

-I lour"

"lillol. if \\r pI-Mlili-f hi ;.M\i' till' tnniir\ li.li k ti> till' fiUIlllv,

vnii will only III- hiii^^cd fur lifr. I \\(iiilii not <^\\i' h picci' f'.p

>"iir nut if \\i- kcrji till' Ilium. Iiiit at tin- iiininfiit vmi arr

worih M M'n liinidrnl tli'iiisiml fr.iiK -. v^u ilat."

"(Ii.iiij fur \(iii, lin,-- !" rfHil la I'liiiraillc ill ureal i/li'i'.

"Ami tllrll," >aii| .lar(|t|r- < ,111111. ••Iir-iilc- 'a-tllliX all till'

iiiiinlii - (111 Kfiilianl i)iiii-l,ii|ini will lir llndv j-nld. | havr

liini till- I iiiii'.""

I.a ruiiraillr ua- .-|irri|i|c-- at thi- ^iiirLToI Hill ; his cms
t^iu-\\ ruiiml. ami lir -! I lilxr an iiiiaL'i'.

lie hail hi I'll ihi'T iiiunlh- in rii-|u(h. ami \\a> iMuniiiitlcil

fur trial, ami hi> chiini- at i.a r'uni'. lu uhum lir had iirwr

inriitiiinrd hi^ arruiii|i|ii i*. had Li'iM-ii hiiii >uih ,-iiiall (•(Miil'nrl.

that III' \\a.- I'tiliri'ly hu|ici,'-~ aflrr his cxaniiiiat imi. iiiid tliK

.<illl|ilr cXIirdirlil iiad lirdl (jUllr u\ rr-|u(iki'il li\ ihi'sr pri-^'ill-

ridden iniiid>. 'I'his M-iiih|aiire i<\' a Impe alimist stiipefi'd

his hrain.

"Have k'lilVard and (iudet had tlnir -|iree yet ? Have tlicv

fiirked (lilt any uf ihe ylluu huvs?" a>ked .la(i|ue< rolliii.

"They dare imt." leplied la I'mii-ai lie. "•'jdie uretclics an'

waiting,' till i am turned nif. 'I'ha! i> what iiiv iiiuli si'iit mi'

Uiird h\ la I'lllVe when >lie eaine tn -ee le I'.llfiill."

"\'ery Well; we will have their whack uf iinmey in twciifv-

fuiir liiiur-."" -aid .laei|iies Cullin. 'i'heii the lihicki,nianl-

caniuit |ia\ up. a> yni will: ymi will euiiie uiil as white a-

snuw, ami tlie\ will he red with all liiat iihind I liy my kind

olliee> Villi will seem a iiunil ~urt <if fellow led nwAV hv them.

I shall ha\i' inonev enmiuii of \uiirs tn jirove nlihi.i on tlii.'

(ither eiiunts. and when ymi are haek mi the Imilks—for yii

iU'e huiiml tn ^^o then— \ uu must see iilidiit ('sca|»iii^'. It i.-^ a

do<r's life. <ii!i it is life!"

La l'iiiiiailk'"s cyc^ ^rlitterec] with suppressed delirium.

"With >even hundred tliuusand frauvs vou eaii Jii't a <rni'il
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ii.ii , ilrink>," mihI ./a((Hlt^ Cullin, inakiii^' lu^ pal ijuite

iiinik Willi li"|M'.

'.\\. a\, Itosf^I"

i I :it| haillltiMi/lc the Muil.-tcr (if JM>ti Al 1. tin Huf-

i.!i>l A ill >!iiil (lilt lu do I'd!' a III 111'. liilii-I-npiii IS fairly

r\ piixj. it i« a har^raiii,

^ nil ii|(|i'r, ami i <iIm\

aif I la i Diiraillf with >avago

\ h| he liU'T'Tcd .laciiiio Cullin in In- aiiii- wliilf f'ars (I

J..1
-I 111 It! Ill 111.- cyo. Ml llcijicful iliil lie fi rl iif -a \ II ill. h

riial is ni>t all." ^ai(l .la( 111.'.- Cull III ; "I 111' iiiilihc iii'iiM'-

•- iiiil swailnw cMTv lliini,'. smi kii iiU . I --1 11 rialK when
.1 l!l-\\ ciiiint 1.- I'lilcn (! aj^Minst ymi. 1 Ih' inxt thiiiL,' ir> to

\'\n<j: a nmll into tlir cax' iiv iiluu niii' tlu' ''alf.

M Imu . and \vha< iny

'1 a- I iiKl Mill ; \ 111 I will M Al id 1 rnMi|>('-la Mnrt
!(ll'. lujd the srcrrl n\' llic NailtrlTt' iniirdrr.-. .-lliiu iiii;- luiii

u :!iir»ary it \wis to llnd a unnian ulin wmilil pri'tiiid to

Ciiirita. Tlicn 111' and la I'luiraillc. nou in ^^n,n\ --jiirils.

I ! ai rn.-s to if '.itVnll.

^iin« liow swi'ct you iiix- oil la

iliis man.
Hiir. .1 .)

on s ('\('s was a tiiiri'ililc noi'iiiTl'i- 'Ajirosion in Ic HilT

\\!ial will she do uhilc voii ari' on ihc hulk

11(1 .(aioiic

-il.lc

Col-

\ ii ar >\n\v klrd in Ic liill'on".- lirn-i' cvi

\\ ,11. >l||i|)o.-c I wcri' to ;:(•( IliT lod;.MIl2'> in the Lorn fr dci

(the woini'ii's l.a j-'orcc. (. ». ji-s .\ladi'loniK'tti'.s or,ii-.;ii.

zaro) "for a strctcli. allouiiiL' t!.at linic for voii to

itcnii'<l and sent tlicrr, to arr

•V.s

in li;i'

•ol

i\t' and to i'-capc

11 you cannot work sudi a niirarU-. She look no jiart

joh."" rcplipd la I'.itl'c's partner.

1. 11 IV llooil i?itron, -aid la I'ou raiilf. "oiir lioss is rnoro
V- rill I than Cod .\]nii<ditv.

Wliat is your password for her?" asked .Facijiies Cidl m.
^'tili iiie assurance of a master to wliom nothiiiLr can lie re-

f!

<-(]U€ a Panlin" (ni^dit in Paris). "If you sav that >lu)
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kiu>\v> you liiivc ((.IMC from inc, mid if you want lu>r to do :i>;

you 1,1(1 !uT. >li.,u- licr ;, liv.-rrauc pi.cc aiid .-iiv Tondif."
-She will I,,, involved in the .-cni.'Mcr ..n l.i' IN.uniilit", ;i!i,l

Iff oir with a y,,,r in .|Uo,l f.w snilrhin- " said .laoqucs Colli.,
lookin-- .;i la I'onrailif.

J-;i I'ouraillc und.rstood his Loss' scheme, and hv a sin-He
l"ok pn.iiiiM.d to persuade le HilFon to promote it 'hv indue-
I'l.u- la I'.iliV to take iipu,, herself this eoniplicitv in tJie eriinc
J;i I'luiiaille wa,-. prepared to eonfe.-s.

I'aiewell. my ,liildre„. Y„i, will ,,resentlv hear that 1

h.tve >a\ed my hoy from Jack Keieh." said Troinpe-la-Mort.
'•^es. Jack Keich and his liairdivs>er were waitin" in the
olliee to ^a.t Madeleine ready.—'i'h,. re." he added, "they have
eomc to feteh me to .iro to the |)ulilie ]>rosi'enior."

And. in faet. a warder eame out of the .^ate and heckone.l
to this extraordinary man. who, in face of the voiiiif: Corsi-
ean's dan^r,,,.. j,;ni p^,f,,vered the sava-e j.ower whicircnahled
liini to hold his own against his own society.

It is worthy of not(> that at the moment wlien Lucieirs
l"Kiy was taken away from him. Jae.|iies Collin had with a
erownm- ellort. ma.le up his mind to attempt a last incarna-
tion, not as a human being, hut as a llil„,i. IK, had at hi<t
taken th.- fateful step that Napoleon took'on board the boat
wlueh conveyed him to the BcUerophon. And a strange con-
currence .J- ..vents aided this genius of evil and corrup'tiou in
nis undertaking.

liut though the nn!o(,ked-f.,r conclusion of this life of
crime may perhaps be deprived of some of the marveh.us
ellect which, in our day. can be given to a narrative onlv l)v
mcredibie improbabilities. ,t is necessarv. before we accom-
pany .laetpies Collin to the public prosecutor's room, that
we should follow Madame Camusot in her visits during the
time ue have spent in the Coiieiergerie.

One ,d' the obligations w-hieli the iiistorian of manners
mie^t unfailingly observe is that ,d' never marring the truth
fur the ^ake of dramatic arrangement, especialiy when the
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triiiii is so kind ns to 1k> in itself romantic. Social nature,

p.irlii iiliirly in I'aris, allows of such frcakr- of chance, such

(•i'iii|ili(aiions of whimsical ciitaiij,'l('mciits, that it constantly

..iitiliics the most inventive inia^nnation. The audacity of

fart-, hv sheer iitiid'olialMlitv or iMdeci)ruin. rises to heiiihts

(.f "-iiiiaiion" forlnildeii to art. unless they are softened,

I li ,i'is>m1, and purified i)y the writer.

Madame Camusot did her utmost to dross herself for the

niMniiii^' almost in ;rood taste—a ditlicult task for the wife
i.r a jud^fe who for six years ha^ lived in a provincial town.

II' r (li)ject was to i,'ive no hold for criticism to the Marquise
dl'.-pard or the Duchesse de .Maufrij;neuse. in a call so

'.!ilv as hetween eiirht and nine in the mornini:. Amelie
Ci'i ile Camusot, nrc Thirion, it must be said, only half suc-

i'"li(| ; and in a matter of dress is this not a twofold blunder?
l-ru i)eople can ima^jjine how useful the women of Paris are

tn ambitious men of every class; tlicy are e(|ually necessary in

i!
'
world of fashion and the world of thieves, where, as we

have seen, they fill a most important part. For instance, sup-

[• N' that a num. not to find himself left in the lurch, must
.1! -"lately get speech within a given time with the high
f'initionary who was of such immense importance under the

!!• -ioratioi), and who is to this day called the Keeper of the

.^ais—a man, let us say. in the mo-t favorable i)osition, a

j al-''- that is to say, a man familiar with the way of things.

lb is cnrnpclled to seek out the presiding jmlge of a circuit,

"V -Mine private or oilicial secretary, and prove to him his iu>ed

' f in imitu'diate interview. I?ut is a I\ee])er of the Seals

-
•' ' vi-ible "that very iinuute"? In the middle of the day,

if ii is not at the ('hand)er, he is at the Privy Coniu'il, or

."iL-Maiig papers, or hearing a casi'. In the early morning he
i- "Ut, no one knows where. In tlu' I'vening he has public

a'"i private engagements. If every magistrate could claim a

iH'iMaiit's interview under any pretext that might occur to

l!:a:, the Supreme Judge would be besieged.

I v-f purpose of a private and immediate interview is ihere-

I 'p -ubmitted to the judgment of one of those mediatory

*

kll

L.
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potentates who are hut an obstacle to be removed, a door that
can be unlocked, so long as it is not held by a rival. A wo-
man at once goes to another woman ; she can get straight into
her bedroom if slie can arouse the curiosity of mistress or

maid, especially if tiic mistress is under the stress of a

strong interest or pressing necessity.

Call this fcmah' pdtentate .Madame la Marquise d'Espanl,
with whom a Minister has to come to terms; this woman
writes a little Hcntcd note, which her man-servant carries

to the Minister's man-servant. The note greets the ^Minister
on his waking, and lie reads it at once. Though the .Minister
has business to attend to, the man i-^ enchanted to have a

reason for calling on one of the (Queens of J'aris. one of the
Towers of the Faiil)ourg Saint-Cerniain. one of the favorites
oi' tlie Dauphiiiess. of .Mada.mi:. or of the King. Casiinir
Perier. the only real statesman of the Revolution of Julv,
wiuiid leave anything to call on a retired (ientleman of the

Bed-chamber to King Charles .\.

This theory accounts for the magical effect of the words:
"Madame,— .Madame Camusot. on very important business,

which she says you know of." sj)oken in ^Madame d'Espard's
oar by her maid, who thought slie was awake.
And the Marquise desired that .\melie should bo shown in

at once.

The magistrate's wife was attentively heard when she be-

gan with these words:

"Madatne la Manpiise, we have ruined ourselves by tryini;

to avenge you "

"IIow is tliat. my dear?"' replied the :Marquiso, looking at

Madame CanniJ-ot in the dim light that fell through tlip

half-open door. "You arc vastly sweet this morning in that

little bonnet. Where do you get that sliape?''

"You are very kind, madame.— W<'ll, yon know that Camn-
sot's way of examiiiing Lucien di' Hubempre drove the yomti;
man to despair, and he hanged himself in prison."

"Oh, what will become of Madame de Serizy?'' cried 'h,.

Manjuise. affecting ignorance, that she might hear the wIkjIo

storv once more.

j:
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"Mils! Ihcy .«ay slu' is quite iiiiid," said Aint'-lio. "Tf you
niiM pcrsnadf the Lord |\ccp( r to send fur my Inisl)and this

r:iii!ut(', l)y siH'c-ial iiics.-cii;ivr. to meet liiiii at the I'alais, the

.M!iii>t('r would licar >()iiif .-traii_t:c mysteries, and report tliem,

I!" 'loulit. to till- King. . . . Then Cainu.sofs enemies
u.Hild lie reduced to silence."

••I'.iit who aie Camusot's eneinies?" asked Madame d'E«-

j.ird.

''i'lie puhlie j)roseciitor, and now ^[onsieur de Serizy."
•\ cry c;(iod, my dear." replied Madame d'Kspard, who owed

!. Miin.-ieiir de (Iranville and the Comte de Serizy h(<r defeat

ill ilic disjrraeeful ])roceedinjrs hy which she had tried to have
ii' r lin-hand treated as a lunatic, "I will protect you; I never
I'l'iLT' t eitlu r my foes or my friends."

•>!](• rail",'; tlie maid drew open the curtains, and davlight
tiodiliil the room; she asked for her desk, and the maid
lii";ii:iit it in. The Marquise hastily scrawled a few lines.

Till (iodard to go on horseback, and carry this note to

d:c ChancellorV otiice.—There is no reply," saiil she to ine

iM.-iid.

T!ie woman went out of the room quicklv, hut, in spito of
ilii nrdcr, remained at the door for sonH> nnnutes.

"Tlicre are great mysteries going f'lrward then?" asked
Miiihnne (FEspard. "Tell me all ahniit it, dear child. Has
• l.iiildc d,. (Irandlieu ])ut a fing(>r in tlu^ pie?"
^ "11 will know everything from the T^ord Keeper, for my

lii-l'aiid has told me nothing. He oidv told me he was in

liniLTcr. It Would he hetter for us that Madame de Serizy
^il"ilI(l die than that she should remain mad."

•"i'oor woman I" said the Manpiise. "Hut was she not mad
:.';v;„!v?"

Women of the world, hy a hundred wavs of pronouncing
''^' <aiiie phrase. illn>trate to attentive hearers the infinite

\:niciv of musical modes. The sonl goes out into the voice as
J! '\nv< itiio (lie eyes: it vibrates in light and in air—the ele-

': 'N actei] on by tlie eye-; and voice. I>\- flie tone she <ravo

t" ;';! two words, '"Poor woman I" the Manjuise betrayed the

^
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jov 111' .^iitislii'd halnd, l\\v phasuvc nl' triuiiipli. Oil I what

W(n> (lul >lic iidl ui.-li to bel'all Liicicii".- iirotcc; l•^'^^. Kcveiiur.

whicli iKiiliini,^ can assiiaj^c. wliic-h can survive iln' pciVMU

lialcd, lill.- us with dark liTiors. And Madame CaniiiMH.

tlioiigli har.'li hi r.-cll', vindictivi', and iiuanvl.-dnu'. was oxcr-

whclincd. She cuidd lin.il nothing' to say, and was sih'iit.

"Diane tnid nie that I.ediuine went tn the pi-isoii."" Madame
d'Ksjiard went nn. "'rhe dear Diiche.-s is in de>i)i:ir at -iich a

scandal, tnr she i.- sn roolisli as to lie \ei-y fond u{ Madame
dc tSerixy ; hi)wevef, it is C(>in|ii'eheii>ilih' : they hoth ailored

that little lool Liieicii ai al)i)Ut thi' same tin;e, and iinthiiii;

i^o ctrcctually liinds nr severs two women as wdrshipiiie' at tiie

same altai'. And onr dear friend spent two hoiii-s vc^terdav

in Lcontinc's room. 'I'iie poor Coiniless. it seems, ,-a\s dread-

ful tlnngs! I heard tliat it wa- di.-u''n>t inir I A woman m|'

rank oui^dit not to .i:i\e way to >neh attack-.— IJah I .\ purelv

physical passion.—The liiieiies.- cami_' (o see me as pale as

deatii ; she really was very lira\e. Tiiei'e are nion^lroiis tlii!ii,s

connected with this lMisine~>."

"My hii^hand uiM tell the Keepei' ef tj)./ Seah all h(> knows

for his own jiistilication. for they wanti'd t;) sa\e l.iicicn, and

he, Madame la Maripiise. did his duty. .\n e\aminin,if jud^re

always has to (piotioii people in private at the time fixed liv

la
•

' lie had to ask the poor lilt le wretch somethinir. if oniy

for formV .-akc, and the yoimji; fellow did not iinder.-land,

and eoiife-sed thiiit,'--

""

'"lie wa~ an impertiiUMit fool I" said Madame d'Ks])ard in ii

liard tone.

The judu'c's wife kept silence on lieariiiL'' this sentence.

'i'honirh we failed in the matter (d' the Coimiii-^'on in

Lunacy, it was not I'anutsot's fault, I >hall never formt

that."" >aid the ^Mai'ipiise after a pause. "It was f.ucieii.

Monsieur de Seri/.y. Monsieur de I.auvan, and .Monsieur il"

(iranville who o\erihrew us. With time (iod will fie on mv

^;ide : all tho-e people will come to e-fief.— !)(• (piite ea>y. 1

will send the Chevalier d"l'!>pard to the Keeper of the Seal-

ihat he tnay de-ire your hu^hajid's prei^cnce inimediately, if

that id <d' anv ii?e."'

I
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( Hi I iiiiiilainc-

•|,i-|.ii.
" said the M.irfjiiisc. '"I promise ynu tlip ribbon

(,i ih. I>r^i(iii (if lliiiinr al (iiue—to-murrow. It will bf u

I i,-iii( uiai- tc-liiiiniiial (if sali.-i':u-li(>n willi your conduct in

ill - .illair. "^ C-, it iinplic- t'nrilicr blame on Lucicii ; it will

|:..w luiM ^niillv. -Men do not coiuinonly banii tlicni-

.r!\. - for the i»lca-urc of it.—Now, good-bye, my pretty

'I'd; minutes later Madame Camusot was in tiie bedroom

ni ihe lieautiful Diane de Maiifri'Mieu-e, wbo bad nol iJ'one to

ill niic. and at nine o clock bad not vel >lenl.

IIowever insensible due lesses mav oe, ev( n tl lese women.
\\'.:-'~r liearts ai'c (»f .--tone, c-annot se(> a friend a vielim to

I: ,ii|)ic-- uiibout beiii,!,' painfully impre- ed iiy it.

And iic.-ides, tbe connection bctwt'cn Diane and iiUeien,

iln-iiiili at an end now ei;,diteen montlis since, bad left such

I'ltiiinric- with tlie Dudleys that the j)oor boyV di>astrous

'-' '\ l;ad been to her also a fearful blow. All ni;,dit Diane

!
.I'l ~ien VISIO

|i"' Meal, who bad

ns of the beautiful voutli. so cliarminir. so

hceii so (l( li'ditful a lover

—

painted a<

1, -Millie depicted bim. w'tli tbe vividness of wild delirium.

>:i iiad letters from Lucieii ibat >be bad kept, intoxicating Ict-

;i r- uorlliy to compare with Mirali<'au"s to Sophie, iuit more
hicciry. riHU'e idaboi-ate. for LtieienV letters bad been dictated

l'\ iiic mo>t powei'ful of passions

—

N'anity. Ha\ing tbe most

Ullcblllg of ducbe>

1! aii\- follv foi' bit

foi' lii> mi>t re>s. anil ,-eeing her (-om-

II— M'cn 't foil le-. ol cowi'Se bad turnei

leail with lKii'Iune.~s. The lovei's piide bad in-

.-i'li'd ibe poet. .\nd the Diube^^ bad Irea.-ured ihe-e toucli-

i:.L 'liirr,-, as s(,.iie nld men keep indet'cnt prints, for the sako

r cxtravaLranl ni'iiisc ot al! that ua.- lca>t ducbe ^-lik(

r nature,

le (lied in a s(|ua lid prison . cfii (I sUe to lir'rself.

i"j. ihe letters auay in a
j

cmi; m ntU' at Inr door.

lanic u neii ,-he neanl her man

•.\l; line ( 'amusoi. lid the woman, "cm business of tho

III poitance to you, Madame la DuchessO.

I
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T)iiiii(' spraii",' to Iut feet in terror.

"Oh! crird she, lookinir ;,, AiinMic. who Imd assuinod a
duly cnmlnliiii,' air, '"I .n;iicss it all—my letters ! It is about
my letters. Oh ! my letters, my letter.-

!""

Siie sank on to a coiu-Ii. .She ivmemiuM-ed now how, in

tlu' e.\trava,l,^•^lee of her jiassion, <\h- had aii>wered Lueien \n

the same vein, liad lamled the man's jioetry as he liad sunt;
the charms ol" ihi' woman, and in what a strain I

'"Alas. yes. madame, 1 have come to >ave what is dearer tn

you than lift—your honor. ('om|iosc vourself and ^n.t

dresM'd. \U' inu.-l <;o to the l)uehe^^e de (irandlieu; hapjalv
for you, you are net the only |ier.~on eompronii.'^ed."

'•lUit at the Palais, ye.-tt niay. l>eontine Ijurned, I am told,

all the letters found at poor i.ueien"- "

'l>ut. madame, behind laieien tht.e was ,Fac(pies Collin!"
cried the nia^Mstrate's wife. "Vou always f(»rp't that hor-
rible companionship whicl: beyond (piestion led to that charni-
in^' and lamented yoim- uv.in> end. That .Machiavelli of
the galleys never lo.-es his head! Mon>ieur Camusot is con-
vinced that the wretch has in some safe hiilin.ir-place ail the
most compromisinij: letters written iiy you l.ulies to his-

"

•iJis fi'iend," the l)uehe>s lia>iily pnt in. "Vou are riu'lu.

my child. We must hold council at the (irandlieu.s". Wr
are all concerned in this matter, and Serizy happilv will le.al

us his aid."

K.\trcme peril—as we have observed in the .<ci'nes in lli.'

Concier-erie—has a hold ovtr the soul not less terrible tl;aii

that of powerful rea-rcnts over the body. It is a meiiiJ
Voltaic battery. The day, perhai)s. is not far off when ihe
proro8!i .shall be discovered by which feidiiiir is chemically c .n-

verted into a fluid not unlike the electric tluid.

The phenomena were the sam(> in the convict and the Diidi-
ess. This crushed. half-dyin,u woman, who had not sleiit.

who was so particular over her dressing, had recovered ihe

strength of a lioness at bay. ami the ju'i'sence of mind ..i' a

general under fire, Hiane chose iier gown and irot throuiili 'i.T

dres.-ing with tlu' alacrit_\ of a gri.-etle who i- her own uait-
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intr-UDnifin. It wiis .-^o astoiiiidini:, that tho lailyV-maid
.!(H,(| fur a iiioiiuMit stock-still, so f^i-catly was she surprised
In Hf hir luisircss in licr shil'r. not ill jilcascd pcrlijips to lot

till' juil,irt"s witV discern tlirou>:l) the thin cloud of lawn a
f'Tiii as wiiite and as perfect as that of Canova's \'enus. Jt
u;i- like a jreni in a fold ,,f tissue paper. Diane suddenly re-

in' inlier((j where a pair <d' stays had heen put that fastened
in fi-oiir. >iiariii^r ;, wonian in a hurry the ill-spent time and
fiitiLrue (d' liein^r laced. .She h;id nrraii^^ed the lace triniininor

'if hrr -hift and the fulness of the ho>oin hy the time the maid
lia'i fetched her petticoat, and crowned tlie work hv putting
"I! Ii'r^^own. While Anielie. at a siLrii from tho maid, hooked
!ii'' I'oiiicc hchind. ihe woman hrouirht out a pair of thread
-;'" iMii.i:-. velvet hoots, a >liawi, and a honiiet. .\melie and
ili' maid each drew on a stockinir.

^ "II are the lov(dicst creature I ever saw!" said .\melio,
iii~iilinu>ly kissing Diam^'s elegant and polished knee with an
I U'T im|mlse.

\ladaiiie has not her match I" cried the maid.
"Tln'ro. there, dosette. hold voiir tongue,"' replied tho

i'ii'lir^-.—'•jhive you a carriage:-" >lie went on, to Madame
' -111,1-01. "'riu'ii i-oine alonir. mv dear, we can talk on the
r.'.i,l."

Ai'il il-o DucIkvs ran down llie -ivat stairs n[' the IlAtel de
< 'li-:!i;in. putting on her gloves a- slie wi'Ut—a ihiiiir she
li'i'l I'l'wr heen known to do.

"I., the lint,.] d(. (irandlini, and drive fa>t." >aid she to
"'I' "f lier mon. Mgimig to hmi to get up l)ehind.

I'h'' footman hesitatr.l—-it wa> a hackiu'v coach.
"All! Ma'lame la I »iiel!e-<e. yon ne\cr told me that tho

\"!n:L' man had letters of vours. ()therwi^^e Camusot would
'i!'' proceeded diirerei'.llv . . ."

'|."onime"s >1alo so oicupied my thoughts that T fort'ot
"';''' ''iitircly. 'i1ie poor woman was alnio-l crazv the day
'•'"!•• \e-lordav: imagine the eiTe.-t on her ,,( \h\< tragiial
'' ''"''ii'"i""- If yon could 'inlv know, child, what a morning
"' "'lit throuirh yesterday! l! is enough to ni.ake one for"

%
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.swear love I

—

Yi'slirday Lrontiiic iiiid 1 wire (!rii;:;,'cH] across
I'ari.- iiv a liDrrildf did uoiiiaii, an nld-( iuilic... Imvcr, a doiii-

iiiccriii;: (rcaliMv. Id thai slinking and l.lnnd-~iain<'d -tv thrv
••iill \\\r I'alacc nf ,ln.-licf. and i .aid |.. Ii.r ;,^ 1 Innk lic'r

''"'": '!> Hot ilii. ('iinii^li to make n> fall mi ni:i- kiu'c- and
(TV Hill iiki' Madanic dr N iiciii;:r!i. uiirii -{], went throiiu'h

'"If id' ilinx' aul'ul Mcditcri'a'iiaii -li.rni- on her way tn

Xapli's, '"Dear (idd, >a\i' inr llii- liinc, and iic\cr a;:'aiii I"
"

''I'licM' t\vi( day,- udl ciTiainlv lia\i' -hnMcned inv life.

—

Wiial finds \vc aiv ever lo u liir ! --lint |u\i' |ii'iiiii]its us; wu
receive |)a;:es tiiat lire the heart lliinu-li 'le ew.-. a-ul overy-

thin^ i- ill a hiaze ! ] flKlrlKc ,|,.M'rl> i; \vc IVlllv-

*'i)iit wh\ reply when \(iii can act r" ,-a:d Madame Caniu-
sot.

'it is .i,M'and to l<)>e ..ni'-elf nitei-|y I" cried the i)u(diess with
pride. "It i> the liiMiry uf the mmiI."

"Heaiitiful wdiiieii are cNcusahie,"" -aid Madame Canni-
Hot iUM(jc-ily. "'I'liey ha\f iiKire upjiiirt n n it ics nf falliiiir than
we have.

'

The I hlcjlcss -miled.

'•\Ve are always tor pMieroiis." .-ai<! Diane ,], Maufri<,meiise.

'i shall do jiist like that odious Madame d'i^spurd."

"And what does -lio dor" aski'd the jndp-'s wife, very

curious.

"She lias writtc'ii a thousand jove-noirs "

"So many!"" exilain'oil .\inelie. interrnnt iii-- the Duehess.

"Well, niv d.ai'. and not a vi'i'd that could comproiuise
1 'r is to hi' fuiiiid in any one of thiiu."

">ou would he incapalde i,f maiiitaiiiim: such c-ohjues-:.

Ksn(h caution." >aid .Madame Camusol. "^'ou are a woman:
vou are one of those auirtds who cannot st-and out a^'^ainst the

devil
••

"1 ha\i' made a vow to write no more hiters. [ never in

my life wrote to auyhody iiut that unhappy laicien.— f will

keep his letters to my dyinir day! My dear child, they arc

fire, and s(,nie(ime- we want
"

"lini :f thi'y were found I" said .\iMelie, with a little slioekcd

cxDression.
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•Oh llDlllii >:l\ I \lr\ Wi'ff jiiirt "I ;i roiniiiiif 1 w i> wnl-
II. u: t'"i' I liii\r ((iincil iliciii ;ilK iii_\ dciir', and hiirncd tl

•tih. iiiailaiiic. li- a ri'waid alli)\\ iih' tn read llirm."

i'l ilia|.-, child." .-aid tlic J)iiihi'S.-. "Aiid then

10

von
\m\'. ->'

l.luldilH'

lli.'it lie did iini urit(,' .-lull letters as thuse t(

li;;- -[leei li \\a> uiiiiiau all tlie world over, of everv as^'

i\iy\ land

Madame Caniusoi. like tlie froir in la Fontaine's fahle, was
iv,i(i\ In hiir,»i her skin with the Jo_v (>( '^<)']]\i: to the (irand-
hi ii~' in the sot-iety of tlii' lieaiilifid Diane de Maiifriu'iiense.

|;i:- iiiMrnin;,' die W(add \'"r<^v one of the links that are so

ii"dral to ainhilion. She eould alread', hear her-elf ad-
i\v d ,1,- Madame la Pn'-ideiite. She felt the iiielTaiile ^dad-
1'" •!' triiimphiiiir over stupendous ohstaeles. nf which the
;.;ia!.-i was her hu.-hand's ineptitmle, as vet iinrevealed. hut
\v l|i [ We vnnwn. .i< win success tor a .-ecumi-rate man!

to a woman—as to a kini;-—the deli^hl which tempts
itnrs v.hcn thev act a had plav a hundred times over.

verv drunkenness ni' ei:oi^m. It IS 111 a way the
raalia of powe:

I' •\\'T can prn\e itx'lf to itself oidy hy the stram'e niis-

•ii'i'iication which leads it to crown some ah>iird per- )n \vi th
I:" !aarei> id success v.liile insultinir irenius—the l)nl^• stroiii,'-

! "M uinch power cannot touch. The kniLditin^ nf ( 'ali^Mila's

i"!-. an imperial farce, has heen. and always will he, a
I.i'-aa'c performance.

!! a I'vw minutes Diane and .\mclit' had cxchanu'cd the
''-::"! disnrder of the fair Diane's hedroom fer tlie <o\vro
l-'t liiL-iiified and splendid austerity of tlie Ducjusse de (irand-
la- niom.-

I'nrtiiLrnese, and very pi(nis. alwavs ro-c at eii,dil to

mass at the little church of Sainte-\'ale re, a chapelry
'" "^aint-Thoinas d'A(|uin, standin;r at that time on the es

I'-iiade of the Invalides. This chaj)el, now destroyed, was

I
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n'hiiilt in tlio Rue .1,. I'xmip.mlmi.'. iimdin^' the l.iiiMing of ,i

(iothio cliurcli to \h- (|((li,;it,i| to S;iintc-( 'lotihic.

On h.iiniiir the (ii-t words -pokcn in licr ,.,ir I.v Diane
<1< Mfiufriirncusc, lliis saintiv lady wcnl to lind Monsicnr dc
(Jriindlicii. and hronL'iit him Lack at oikv. 'I'hc hnkc threw
a fliisliini,' h,ok at Madame Cannisot. one of tliosc rapid
^'hinccs with which a man ni' the worhi can ,i:ue-^s at a wliole
existence, or often read a >onl. .\melie"s dress .trreatlv helj,, d
the Dnke to decipher the storv of a niidd!e-<dass life, frnni
AlctK.on to Miintes. and from Mantes to Paris.
Oh! if only the Javvver's wife conld liave nndersto' d this

gift in dukes, -he couhl never liave endured that litclv

ironical look: she saw the politeness only. I^;iio,ance shares
the privileir<'s <d' tine hreedin;:.

'•'i'his is .Madame Camusot, a dautrhter of 'riiirion's—-one
of the ('al)inet u>hers. said the Duchess to her hnsl.and.
The Duke howed with extreme politene.-s to the wife of a

l('<:al olllcial. and his face hecanie a little less ^'rave.

The Duke had runj,^ I'.u' his valet, who now came in.

"(io to the Rue Saint-ilonore: take a coach. Kini: at a

mh door. No. 10. 'I'dl the man who opens the door that I

lieg his master will come here, and if the u'cnlleman is at
home, brini,' him hack with you.— Mention my name, that will

removo all dillicultii's.

"And do not he gone more than a (luarter of an hour in

all."

Another footman, the Duchess" servant, came in as soon
as the other was srone.

"(io from me to the Due de Chaiilien. and .send up this

card."

The Duke <rave him a card folded down in a particular way.
When the two friends wanted to meet at once, on any urgent
or confidential husiness whicdi would not allow of noto-writ-
ini.'. they used this means of communication.
Thus we .<ee that similar cnstoms prevaii in everv rank nf

society, and differ only in manner, civility, and small details,

'i'iie world of fa.shion, too, has its argot, its slanu; h'lt thn
slani: is called stvlc.
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'•.\rr yon (|iiilc siiri'. iii.-nlniiic. (»f tlic i'\i>|rn(r i)\' the letters

\..ii siy wcri' written hy MMi|riii<ii-rllr Clolililr dc (iraiMllii-u

I" till- yoiiii^' iiiiiii !' Slid the Due dc (!|-iiiidliiMi.

And lie cast !i look at Madame Caiiiuxit a> a >ail()r casts

;i MMiiidini,' line.

"I liave not -ecn tliein. Imf tlierc i> reason to fear it,"

rriili.,1 Madame Camnsoi, (|nakin_-.

M\ dau;,ditcr can liavc wriltcn notliin^^ \\v would not own
I'i

!"
>ai(l the I hicliess.

•"i'lMir Duellos'" tlioUi,dif Diane, with a ^danceat tlic Duke;
t.'iMi I'^rritied him.

What do yoii think, my dear little Diane?" said the Duke
If! a ulii>|)er. as he led her away into a recess.

('Intihle is so crazy ahoiit Lucieii. my dear friend, that slie

iiiid made an assiirnatioii with him lud'ore leaving:. If it had
II"! hern for little i,enoneoiirt. .-iie would perhaps have i;one

eir uith him into the forest of Fontainehleau. I know that
l.iii ieii ux'd to write letters to her which were cnou^di to turn
''' liiain of a .siiiit.—We are three daiiLditcrs of lOve in the
"mI- n( the serpent of letter-writing'.""

Tile Duke and Diane came hack to the Duelios and Ma-
'!:iiiie Camusot. who ucre talkin;: in undertones. .Aim'lie,

I'lllowinir the aiivice ni the Duehcsse de Maufri,i,nieu>e, af-

h i!((| piety to win the jirond ladv"s favor.

"We are at the mercy of a dre Ifiil e.-caped convict I"" saiil

i!ie Di'ke. with a peculiar sliru^-. "'riiis is what comes of

"i" ! iiii: one's lionse to jicople one is not ahsohilelv sur(> of.

i'' ("! admittiiijr an acipiaintance. one onirlit to know all

.•ii"'ur his fortune, his ndations. all his previous liistorv "

Tins speech is the moral of my story— from the aristoorutic
pi.i'ii of view.

'That is past and over," said the Dudiesse de :^^au-

f':,':ieu.-e. ''Now we must think of .<avin<,' that poor ^radarne
T >^''rizy. C'lotilde. and me

""

"We can hut wait for Henri; I liavc .-ent to liiin. But
' r tliinij ri'ally depends on the man fientil is jjone to fetch.

'ed arrant that man may he in Paris I—Madame." he added

^VH
•^'

1^^,

i-fl*

'.'..- K -j

11



i

^ A COI IMKSANS MIK
to Ma.lainr CiumHnt, -ihaiik yni >„ ,„u. I, fur having lli.uijrht
of us

' "^

Thi> ua^ Ma,l,u„r CaiHUM.r. .Ii^mi^sil. 'I'l,,. daiiuhtrr of
tlic (•(.iirt ii-h.T lia,| uit ..|i,,iin|, i„ iiii,|,.r>taii(| tli,. Duke; .-h,.

'""• '^'" "" l»i"l'.»r iU- .Maiilri^nni-... wnh ,1„. rrwhani-
iii;r -ran. «lii,.|| uuii li.r .m. rui„ li rnni,|-|ii|, an, I ,ii-crcli(,n
I""k Aiiirli,. |„ t|„. 1i,,,h1 a^ if In ,linu lirr, in a ua\, i„ ih.
I'likf and l)ii(iif..>.

••On inv ..UM a.r.auit." snd ^h... -fo sav iinilnn- of I,.,-

Iiavm- l„.,M ,||. iMlurr .la\lMvak I,. >a\,. ii> all, I nia.v a^k
for nicHv than a n^narnhran.-.. f,,r inv lilllc .MadaiiR. Caimix,!
In III.' Iir>l |,lar,.. .h,. |ia> already d,mc luv Mi.h .mtvIc,. a^ I

(•iinii..t Inr-cl
; an<l llici, >|i,. is ula.ljv (IcvoLmI (,, ,„;.• id,.

sli- aii.l her Imd.ind. 1 have pm.MiM.d that lirp Cann.^ni"
Khali hav.. advaii.,.„„.nt. and I he- you ahovc .vrrvlhin.i: tn
hfl|> him (111, tiir inv ^akc"

"^oii lUM.d IK. .Midi ivcuiniiMiidatioii," ^aid the Diikctu M.i-
daiiic ('aiiins,.t. -Thr (irandli.ns always iviiu.inlK.r a ^.r-
VI. e don,, thrill. 'I'll,. K,n^,-s a,ilu.ivnts will ..iv i,„i- hav.. a
chance ,•! di.^tiii-ui.-liin- tli,.i,ise|\v.

: tlu.v will he eallcl ii|.,„i
to prove their devoti-.n; your hiishand will h.. placed in the
front

'

.Madame ("anius-.t witlidivw, pn.ii,!. happv, piiir..,! up to
sufrocation. Sh,. r,.a,.h,.,l ho,,,., inunipliant; >he a,lmin'.!
hoivelf, she ma.l.. li-ht of th,. puhlie prosecutor's hostilitv.
bhe said fo hirs(.lf :

".SupiMisin- we were to sen,l .Mon.ieur th' (iranviUe tlv-
ing

••

It was hiirh tim.' for .Ma, lam,. Camiisot to vanish. The
I)iic de Chaulieii. on,. ,,f iIr. Kin^r's ,,nni,. favorites, mot the
bulir[Ji'iiisr on the , niter .-leps.

-Ih.nri," sai,l the Du,. ,!, (iraiidli,.u wh-'ii h,- heard his
friend announ,-,.,], "mak,. lia-t,., 1 heir of you, to jret to tiie

Chateau, try to >,.,. the Kini;—the husiness is thisf and he
led the Duke into the wiiid,.w-recess, where he had been talk-
in;; to till' airy and ,.harmiii,ir l>iane.

Now and then the Due <le Diaulieu glanced in the direction
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(if till lll.L,'llt\ I>llllu'>S, \\\\u, ullllr Miklll;: lo ill.' |lii)ll- Ducll-

( - ,!lhl -l|lll(littlllJ,Mii ill- I. (Ill II 1 1. ail-WiInl I III' I )Uc (!« (ll.lU-

\lv (If. If I llllil.
"

-;ilil till' |hl( .|.' (ilMlliilii'U to her' ilt liist,

I'' ././(/. Iirlllji I'llil'il. "liii ill' Uuuil ! ('iillir. IIUW," nilli lit!

' l>Mllc's llflll.!>. "nli-i r\r tin |i|ii|i|-|cl ii- lif life, (lit imt

jif^Miisc yiii •>i'!l' iiiiy iiinn'. write hm Irllt-i'^. Lcltcr.-, my
t!',ir. Iki\i- i,1II~i-iI ,1- llMlill |in\;ili' Um- ;l- pulillr llli-i'lllfr.

U li:il !lllL;llt lie cxcli-;!! |r III II ;.'ifl llki' ('lot llih'. III Io\.- I'lif ill'-

li -f iitiH . Iinil iMi I'M ii'i' III

"Am '<\<\ Mililii-r wliM liii- lidii utitliT tirr," >iii(l Ihaiic willi

'I'll:- L'riniaci- hihI tin' Iiiiihr--* y-\ lirniiL'lit a -iiiilf to tin-

111! "f llic I ut> iiiuch-l iiiiililnl I )iik('s, anil III' llir [lidii- |)iifli-

.-- l|ir>iir.

"itnl I'l.r I'liiir . lars 1 lui\i' ikvit writti'ii a liilh t-ihin.r.—

•

\!' \'. ! -a\i'i| ?" a-kcil Diaiii'. wlm I ml In r ciii-insity iiiiilcr tliir;

I !iiMi-lmr>>.

\'i| yit." saiil till' Itiir lie Cliaiilii'ii. "^'lUi iiavr no

im!i"M lii'W (lilUfult It IS to (In an ai'luti'ary thin,:,'. In a

I '.;-: lint innal kiiij: it is what inlldilitv is in a uit'r: it is

' ^''^•"

' hf t'a>ciiiatin,<: sin," -aid tlif iMu- lir (Irandlicu.

"! .rhiildcii i'nnt I" said Diaiir, >niilin:x. "( )h I how I

M-l: I were the Hovrrninfiit. I'or I ha\i' nmu' nf that fruit

! ;'i I have cairn it all.""

'•li! my ilrar, my ilcarl"" .>-aid llic fldcr Dmlics-, "you

• ' iil'. L'li too far.""

'i'h'- two Dukes, hearing: a coach stop at the door with the

' '.iM.r i.f hoi'scs checked in full Lralloji. bowed to the ladies

:>' '! I' I't tliciii. ^roiiii,'' into the i 'lie {]*• tlrandiieu"- study.

'•Iiii'ii r came the jxcnlleman from the Ifnc ilonore-Chevalier

-I" le-- a man than the chief of the Kinjj;"s private jiolicc,

thr .li,,,!!!-,. hut ]iuissant Corentin.

"'ep (111," said the l)uc tie (I i-aiiillieii ; "1:0 first. Monsieur
'! '^aiiit-Denis."'

' "vntin, surprised that le Duke -liould have reineiii-
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bcTc-a Jiini, wont forward after bowing low to tlie two noble-
men.

"Always about (lie same individual, or about his concerns
my dear sir," said tlie Due dc (irandlieu.

"Jiiit be is dead," said C'orentin.

"Jle lias i,.ft a jiartnor," said the Due de Chaulieu, "a very
tougli eusloiiier."

"Tbe eonviet Jae(|ues Collin," replied Corentin.
'-Will you speak, Ferdinand?" said tbe Due de Chaulieu to

his friend.

"That wretcli is an objeet of fear," said the Due de Grand-
leu. "f(,r he bas j.ossessed binisell'. so as t.. !.< able to lew
blackmail. (,f ij,,. letters written bv Madame de Serizv anil
Madame de Maufrigneuse to Lueien Cbardon. that man's tool.
It would seem tliat it was a matter of system in tbe voun>r
man to extract passionate letters in return for bis own,' for ?
am told tliat Mademoiselle de (irandlieu bad written some-
at least, so we fear—and we eaiinot find out from her—slic
is gone abroad."

"That little young man," replied Corentin. "was incapable
ot so nuieh foresight. That was a preeaution due to tin-

Abbe Carlos llerrera."

Corentin rested bis elbow on tbe arm of tbe eliair on which
he was sitting, and bis head on his hand, meditating.

^^

"Monev :—'I'jie man bas more than we have." said he.
"Esther (iobseik served him as a bait to extract nearly two
million francs from that well of gold called .Nueingen.—Gen-
tlemen, gel me full legal powers, and 1 will rid "you of the
fellow."

"^

^|And—the letters?" asked (he Due de Grandlieu.
"Listen (o me. gentlemen." said Corentin, standing up. bis

weasel-faee betraying bis excitement.
He thrust his bands into the pockets of his black doeskin

trousers, shaped (.ver the sIk.cs. This great actor in the his-

torical drama of (he day had only stopped (o put on a waisf-
-oat and frock-coat, and bad not chang.-d bis morniiiir
trousers, so well he knew how grateful great men can be

t>*i

mKtsd^^smrm^:. :#«'vT-^« lt>.^is-.'2ffi9a
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for iniinodiiiti' action in certain cases. U.. walked up and
|l"un the room rjuitc at liis ea.-e,, liaranguin^' loudly, as if
li<- li.pl been alone.

•II.' i> a convict. He could be sent oir to Bicetro without
II! il. and |)nt ill solitary coiilineinent, witJK.ut a soul to speak
i". Hid left there to die.— lUit he ,„ay have -ivcn instructions
li' ii^- ;idliereiits, foreseeing tin.- |w,ssibilit v.""

"IliM Ih- was j.ut into the ^'cret cells.'- said the Due <lo
''i,:ii(ilieii. "the nionient hv was taken into custodv at that
\»'iii,i!i"> house.""

•I- there such a thing as a secret cell for such a fellow as
!" I-- said C'orentiii. "lie is a match for—for me!"
'Ahat is to be done?"" said the Dukes to each other by a

We can send the scoundrel back to the hulks at once—to
i-' ' li' fort

;
he will he dead in six in..nths: Oh ! without com-

'iMMin- any crime."" he added, in replv to a ges'-re on the
!'"t nf th,. J)uc de (irandlieu. '"What do you u^et ? A
''•n\n I cannot hold out more than six nionths of a hot sum-
":' I- if he IS made to work really hard among the marshes of
'!" 'iiarente. Hut this is of no use if our man has taken pre-
'•' 'Hnns with regard to the l.-lters. if the villain has hoeu
^ i'l' loiis ..t his foes, and that is probable, we must find out
"''^=1 sleps he has taken. Then, if the present holder of the
I-' i> IS poor, he IS open to bribery. So, now, wo must make

I

'M>'s (ollm speak. What a duel! Ho will boat me.
' 'i-tfer phiii would be to purchase these lelters by ex-
•'' uv tor another document—a letter of reprieve—and to
I';-' ''"' "Kin in my gang. Jaccpies Collin is the only man
"^ "lio IS clever enough to come after me, poor Contenson
^i"l '!' ar old IVyrade both heing d.'ad ! Jac.pies Collin killed
". *^'" ""rivaled spies on purpose, as it wore, to make a
pl:"'' f-r himself. S
•' !i-"- hand. J, ic(|Ues (

o, you see. gentleiiieii. vou must give mo

Monsieur de (iranville 1

• lilin IS 11^ the Conciergerie. I wil

n his Court.
<".:r \, ii can t rii>l to meet me there, for I must 1

someSend

uivc a letter
'u to .Monsieur de Cranville, who knows notliin-' of mo.

.JSEmUL W«Kii'WS.'7^W:',JISKi^'>
'
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1 Will hainl the letter to llie rrcsidciit of the Coiuicil, a very
iin|»re.->ivc sponsor. You have half an hour helore you, for

1 need half an hour to dress, that is to sa.v. to make myself
presentable to the eyes of the jmlilie prosecutor."

".Monsii'ur,"" said the Due de Cliauln-u. "l know your won-
derful skill. I only ask you to say ^es or Xo. Will you be
hound to sue( eed ':"

"Yes, if I have full powers, and your word that I shall

never he (pie^tioned about the matter.—My pbin is laid."

This sinister reply iiuide the tuo line gentlemen shiver.

'•(io on. then, monsieur." said the Due de Chaulieu. "You
can set down tlie ehartres of iJi,. ,;,,-( among those you are in

the habit of undertakin;^:."

Corentin bowed and went away.
Henri de Lenoncourt, for whom JMrdinand de (Irandlieu

liad a earria-re brouirht out. went off foiihwith to the Kini:.

whom he was privileged to .see at all time.s in right of lu-

olliee.

'i'lius all tlu' vari(nis intep'sts that had got entangled fnim
the highest to the l^we^t ranks id' society were to mcH't ])n>«-

eiitly in Monsieur ile (iranville"s room at the I'alai-. all

brought together iiy iieee>sily embodied in three men

—

.lus!i(r

ill Monsieur de (Jranville. and ilie family in Corentin, f,i(.'

to face with daeipies Collin, the terrible foe who represented
social frime in its fiercest energv.

^Vhat a duel is that between justice and arbitrary will-

on one side and the hulks and cunning on the other I Tl-
hulks— -yndiolical of that daring which throws off calcula-

tion and rclicctinn. which avails itself of anv means, whi.li

has none of the hyjirocrisy of high-handed justice, but is tlic

hideous outcome of the starving stomach—the swift and
bloodtliir'^ty [>rete\t of hunger. Is it not attack as against

s(df-proti>etion. theft as against projiertyy The terrible

quarrel between the social state and the natui'al man, fought
out on the narrowest possible ground! In short, it is a ter-

rible iind vivid image of ihosi' compromises, hovtilc to soi la!

interests, which the representatives of authority, when tliey

lack power, submit to with the fiercest rebels.
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W liiii ^lousieur ("a

^ir si,i,nic(l tlint lie should be iidmittcd. M
iniisot was aiiiiounci'd, the public pros-

tp':l!l\ ll had foreseen t

onsieur
lis visit, and wished to coiue

de

to an
r-i.indm<r with the exaininiunr jud<re as to how to witid

i':i- liUHiK'ss of [,ticieirs death. T
!l;,it oil which he had decided t!ie dav bef<

le end could no longer

('nil

>i! do

)t, before the suicide of the hapless poet

re m ajxreeinent

e napless poet
iwn. Monsieur Caniusot." said Mousieuc de (Jran-

'i'l'.
dioppin<,' into his aniicliair. The fiublie ])rosecutor,

.i!..iic V. ith the inferior jiid,:j:e. made no secret of his deprossed
N.ii.-. Caniusot looked at Monsieur de (Irauville and observed
ii:- aliiiMst livid pallor, and -iich utter fati.irue, sucii coin-
I'^i'' |'i-<ist ration, as betrayed i,M'eater sulferin^' perhaps than
lii.it of the condemned man to whom tlie<'Ierk had announced
li' "jVrtion of his api)eal. And yet that announcement, in

l"tiii~ of justice, is as much as \c sav,
! -i-t lioiir has come."
i uill return later. Monsieur Ic Comte.
iiih the l)Usiness is prcssini:

"

\'i. -tay." replied the public prosecutor with dignity. "A
iMiate. monsieur, must accept his anxieties and know how

'
=

';i'' iIh'mi. I was in fault if you s ,u any traces of agita-
i! Ml me "

< iii.iiixit bowed apolo-retically.

•<""l irrant yon may never know th(>se crucial pprplcxitics
"iir life. A man nii-rht sink under le.<.s ! I have just
'' 'III' night with one of my most intimate friends.—

I

Iwo friends, the Comte Octave d.> Hauvan and the

ill.

\-'

'•T

Ill:i

I

1

'rcfiare to die;

said Camusot.

ml!:;r.

(
.!

(

11, ,],. Serizy.—We sat together. :Nronsieur de Serizy, the
III- mid r. from six in the evening till six this morning,
''j:n m turns to go from the drawing-room to Madame de

»'dside, fearing each time that we might find her
irremediaidy insane. Desplein, Bianchon, and

- •'! "ever left the room, and she has two nurses. 'J'lie

i''i worshit)s his wife. Imagine tlie night I have spent,
'"i a woman crazy with love and a man crazy with

'
'I- And a statesman's despair is not like that of an

I^^^Ht t
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idiot. S('rizy. as falin as if he wvro sitting in bis placo in

council, cliitcln>(l his chair to force iiiiiiscU' to >how us an un-

moved countenance, wiiih' sweat stood over the hrows hetit l)v

so niucli hard thought.—Worn out liy want of sleep. I dozcil

from five till half-past seven, and 1 had to he here hv half-

past eight to warrant an execution. Take my word for it,

Monsieur Camusot. when a judge has heen toiling all uight

in such gulfs of sorrow, feeling the heavy hand of (iod on all

human coiu-erns, ami heaviest on nohlo sonls. it i> hard to ^it

down here, in front of u dok. and say in cold Idood. 'Cut off

a head at four o'clock! L>esIroy one of (Jod's creatures full

of life, liealth, and strength!"— .\tul yet this is my duty!

Sunk in grief myself, 1 must order the scalfold

''The condemned wretch cannot know that his judge suffer?

anguish ('(pial to his own. .\t this moment he and I. linked

by a sheet of jiaper— I. society avenging itself; m . the crime

to he avenged

—

eniliody the sanu' duty seen from two sides;

we are two lives joined for the moment hv the sword of the

law.

'•Who jiities tiie judge's dee]) sorrow !•* Who can soothe

it!' Our glory is to bury it in the depth of our heart. The
priest with his life given to (iod, the soldier with a thousand

deaths for bis -^mnti'y's sake, seem to ine far happier than

the magistrate with bis doubts ami fears ami aj)palling re-

sponsibility.

"Vou know who the condemned man is?" Monsieur de

Granville went on. "A younir man of seven-and-twenty—
as liandsome as he who killed himself yesterday, and as fair;

condemiiiil against all our anticipations, for the only proof

against him was his concealment of ihe stolen goods. Though

sentenced, the lad will confess nothing! For evenfy day*

he has ludd out against ev(>ry test, constantly declaring that

be is innocent. For two months I have felt two heads oti my
shoulders! I would give a year of my life if he would ron-

fess. for juries need encouragement; and imagine what a

blow it would be to justice if sonu' day it should be discovered

that the crime for which he is punished was committed by

another.
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•III Paris fvcrvtliiii;: i.-; so terribly iniportaiit ; tlie most
liiM.il incidents in tiic bin courts liavc poiitiral consc(|uenccs.

••The Jurv, an instil ,n rc;:an!c(l iiy tiu> Icunslators of
ih. ic'volution as a sourci' (»r strcn<riii, is, in fact, an iii-

.-inniMiit of social ruin, for Jt fails in action; it does not
Miilinrntly protect society. The jury tritles with its

iiiiM t!(iii>. The class of jurymen is divided into two
p.niic-, one aver>e to capital punishment; the result is m
i'lal upheaval of true c(piality in adminis;ration of the
!.u. Parricide, a most horrible crime, is in some depart-
in.m- treated with leniency, while in others a common miir-
.1-r. M, to speak, is punished with death.* .Vnd what would
li.ipp'ii if here in Paris, in our home district, ai! innocent
man .-hould be executed I"

lie IS an escaped convict," said .Monsieur Camu.^ot,
• li!liilently.

The (opposition and the Picss would make him a paschal
liiiul''." cried Monsieur de (iranville; "and the Opposition
uuii!.] enjoy white-washing'- him, for he is a fanatical Cor-
M..in. full of his native notions, and his murders were a
I • /'/'//,/. Ill that island you may kill your enemy, and think
y"i:i-. If. and be tliou;:ht, a very ^'ood man.
•A iliorou(.di-paced nia<,nsirate. I tell you, is an unhappy

i!^in. They oufrht to live apart from all society, like the
!

!iii!r> of ol(L The world should never see them but at
':^' 'i hours. leavin<r their cells. <rrave, and old. and venerable,
!':i->in;r sentence like the hi<,di priests of anti(|uity. who com-
l-:

'! ill their person the functions of judicial and sacerdotal
;ii:iii"rity. We should be accessible only in our liigh seat.
A- It is, we are to be seen every day. amused or unhappy,
h!-" otlier men. We are to be found in drawing-rooms and
;n ! .iiie. as ordinary citizens, moved by our passions; and we
^" IP. pirhaps. more frrotesipie than terrible."

'I!ii> bitter cry. broken by pauses and interjections, and
<ti'iH!:i>-ized by irestures which <rave it an eioquence im-

• r:i, r.' aro in ixnal =('rviiu<l.' Iwoiify-tliree parricides who have Ijeen allowiJUie
t»!'ii;t of fxtenaating circuimitances.
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possibl(> to reduce to writing, made Cainusot's blood run

chill.

"And I, iiioiisieur,"" said he, "hcgan yesterday my u])-

pri'iiticfshij) to tile siill'eriiigs ol' our calling.— I could Iiuvl'

died (d' that young IVilow's deatii. He misunderstood my
wi-ii to he lenient, and the poor wretch comiuitted him-

self."

".\h, you ought never to have examined him!" cried

Monsieur de (iianville; •'it is so (>asy to oblige by doing

nothing."

"And the law. monsieur ?" replied Camusot. "He had

iieen in (•u^tody tuii days."

'I'lie iniMhi(d" is done," said the puldie prosecutor. "1

lia\e done my hc.-t to remedy what is indeed irreinediahlf.

My earria^-e and servants are following the poor wiak [xii't

to the grave. Serizy ha> sent his too: nay. more, lie aeee|il.>

the duty imjiosed (ju him by the unfortunate bov. and uill

act as his executor. Uy pionnsing this to his wife he won
from her a gleam of returning .sanity. And Count Oelavc

is attending the ''uneral in jierson."

"Well, then, .Monsieur le Comte." said Camusot, "let us

com])lete our work. We have a very dangerous man on our

hands. He is Jacques Collin- -and you know it as well as I

do. The rulhan will be recognized
"

"nien we are lost I" cried Monsieur de Granville.

"He is at this moment shut up with your condemned uuu--

derer. who. on the hulks, was to him what Lucien has i)>'t'U

in Paris—a favorite pralfjii: l>ibi-Lnpin. disguised as a

gendarme, is watching the interview."

"AVhat business has the superior |ioli(e to interfere?" ^aid

the public ])ro.<ecutor. "llo has no business to act without

my orders I"

"All the Conciergerie must know that we have caught

Jac([ues C'dlin.—Well, 1 have come on purpose to tell yeu

that this daring felon has in his possession the most coni-

pronnsing letters cd" LncienV ( (U'respoiulence with MadaiiR'

de Serizy. the Duehesse de Maufrigueuse, and Mademoiselle

Clotihlcde (irandlieu,"'
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"Alv you sure of tliiitr'" ii>k(<| Mi.n.Minir dc (iranvillc, his
f.ii i- lull of |iiiiiic(| siir|)ii,-c.

'I nil shall iitar, Moii-icur Ic Cointc, what ivascii I liavi- to
l-.ii- -II. h a. iiii.-l'oi-tuiK'. Whrii I iiiui.'d ihc papers found
:i lii'' .\''i">«' liianV rooms, ,lai(|ii(s Collin <,mvc a keen look

..; liif parcel, and smiled witii salisfaetion in a way thai no
' \inii)iii!ir jiid^'e could mi-iinderstand. So deep "a villain
;i- .':iM|iies t'olliu takes irnod tare not to let sueli a weapon
-lip !hion.L,di his fin^^ers. What is to hi' sai.l if these docu-
iM. Ill- >!iouid he [daeed in the hands <d' counsel chosen hv
Hi :i ni-r.il from ainon^' the foes of the ^rovernment and the
^in^u, laey!—My wife, to whom the Duehesse de Maii-
iMuiieii.-e has shown mueh kindnos, is ^one to warn her. and
i'} iin> time they must he with the Grandlieus lioldin«'

'|;!i! we cannot possihiy try the man I"" cried the puidie
!: -'" iilor. risin;,^ and stridin<r up and down the room. "He
i!)ii>! have put the papers in some safe place

"

"i kiiou uhere," said Camusot.
r'ie>e words finally en'ace(| every prejudice the puhlio pros-

" "'I'T had felt a;,'ainst him.
•\\rll. then said .Monsieur de (iranville. sitting' down

.•-';i!ii.

""II my way here this mornin;;: 1 retlected deepiv on this
i!ii-'!al)le husiness. Jac(iues Collin has an aunt— an aunt
'.'> nature, not putative—a woman concerning whom the
>'i;> ri.a- police have coinmunicatt'd a re|)ort to the Trefei'ture.
!!• I- this woinanV pupil and idol; she is his father's sister.

!" ;• name .lac«iueline Collin. This wretched woman carries
'"1 ! iiade as wardrobe purcha.^^er. and by the connection
-! - I'iiMUess has secured her she <;ets hold" of many family
-" ! '-. If .lacijiu's Collin has intrusted those i)apers, whicii
"' -M lie his salvation, to any one's keeping:, it is to that <if

'ii - ' ]raiure. Have her arresteii."

Tl... mil

;i- !'i ,-av.

h.' i- -li'll y.

IC prosecutor >:ave Camusot a keen look, as mucli
"This man is not such a fool as I tIiou<,dit him;
ung, and does not yot know how to handle thi
ice.
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"But,"' riimusot wont on, "in ordrr t„ snccord, wo nui^t
give HI. i.ll tlK- plans we laid yi'stcrday, and I caine to tak.
your advice—your orders

""

The |,wl)lie prosecutor took up his paper-knife and tapi.cl
It a-anist the ed-e of the tal.h. with nne .,f the tri.kv n'ou-
n.ent.- laniiliar to thougjuful men when they give them>ehiN
up III nuditatioii.

'•Tlinv nchh' faniilies involved V he exclaimed. "We niu<t
not make the .Moallest hlun.h'r .'— Vou are right: as a lir^t
blep iK us act on Foucht'-s j.rin.ipK.. 'Arrest !—and Jac-iues
(-ollm niu>t at ,.nce h(. sent hack to the secret cells."

"That is to proclaim him a convict and to ruin Lucien's
memory I"'

^

;-\Vhat a desperat.' Imsiness !" said Monsieur de Granville.
'J here is danger (in every side.

'

At this instant the governor of the Concierircrie came in
not wMhout knocking; and the privat.^ room ot a pul.lie pnw-
ocutor IS ,.o well guarded, that onlv thuM. concerned al.out
tlie courts may tvcn knock at the door.
"MoiiHcur ie Comte." .slid .Monsieur (Jault, "the prison

calling him.«.ir Carlos ll,.rn.ra wi.-hes to speak with von."
"Hiis he ha.

I communicati.m with anvhodv?" asked .Mcn-
piour (Ie (iranville.

"With all the prisoners, for h.> has heen out in the vard
since About half-past sevn. .\n,l he has seen the condcnmed
man. who would .^ecm to have talked to him."
A speech of t'amu.-otV, which recnrred to his mind like a

flash of light, showed Monsieur de (iranville all the ad-
vantage that might he taken of a I'onfession of intimacy be-
tween Ja((|ues Collin and Theodore Calvi to obtain the letter^.
The public prosecutor, glad to have an excuse for postponiiiiT
the execution, beckoned Monsieur (ianit to his side.

"F intend." sai.l he. "to put off the execution till to-

morrow
: but let no one in the prison suspect it. Absolute

sdence! Let the executioner seem to be superintending tli"

preparations.

"Send the Spanish priest here under a strong guard; (lie

if'/^N^i&'^fiW^Mr'iv^'^ «^i&^
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Sp:im-i, Kml.issy ,I,;i,us hi.> i^orson ! Ocndarmos can brin-
1.,' !!" scll-styk'd Cnl.^s In unir back- stairs so tliat lit- iiiav
-. I- one. Instruct llic men cadi to liold him |,v one arm

:
IK nrvir lot Inm -o til] il^.y rracli this door.
• Aiv you .jiLU. ,,nv, Monsieur (lault, that this dangeroua

t-n i^riicr lias spoken lo no one but t!ie prisoners!"
•Ah: ju>t as he came out of the condemned cell a lady

I i'M.' Ill .1 ( him
"

Tiir two ma-istrat.'s exchanged looks, and such Iooks !

Wliai lady was ih;«;:-"' a.-ked t'amusot.
-nne of his penitents— a .Mar.|uise.- npljcd (iault.
\\..i>e and worse!- said .Monsieur de Cranville, looking

It ( aiiiiisol.
°

••>lie M^ave all the fcendarmes and warders a sick hoad-
alH'. said .Mon>i,iir (iault, much puzzled.
-X.uhiii- can be a matter of indiirerence in your business

"
•'id il'c public pn.>eeutor. '-The Concier^'erie has not such
^•"n-Mdous walls for nothing. How did this ladv yet in?"

;'\\:ili a regular permit, iiionsieur," rei)lied tlie governor.
In- liidy. beautifully dressed, in a fine carriage with a

1 "nnan and a cliassciir. came to see her confes.-or before
L-'.n:- to ih<' funeral of the ].oor young man who.^.- body you
i-i'i ii.id removed."

ilring me the order for admission," said Monsieur de
' I !.:.'! \ die.

"li uas given on the recommendation of the ( onite de
^'w.y.

'

What was the woman like?" asked the public prosecutor.
>\if seemed to bo a lady."
Mid y(.u see her face?"
>!ie wore a black veil."

Wiiat did they say to each other?"
V.ell—

;, pious person, with a praver-book in h.T hand—
^'

!

•! '
"idd she say ? She asked the .Vbhe's blessing and went

"1^ !ier knees."

"I>id they talk together a long lime?"
\"( live minutes; but we non. of us understood what

til!: tli.v spoke Spanish no doubt."
thej

EM'ww-^'.Fgss^' i^i^rs[^m
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'-'lyil us ovorytliiii;:, monsieur.- ihr piiMi,- prosecutor iri-
H1SI..I. "I r..p,,at. the very si.nillrst iUv.nl ls to us of the lirst
iiiiportarice. Lei this he n caution to you."

"Siie wjis (Tyin<,'. monsieur."
"Iieiilly weepiiii,'-;'"

"'.'l'^" "•' <">'I<1 "ot see. she hi.l h.r face in her handker-
fHiel._^ .she left thar iiun.ln.l fran.s in .^ for the ori.-
oner>. * '

-Thai was not she!" said Camusot.
'•I''iln-l-npin at onee said, '.She is a thief:'" said Monsiei^it'ur

(iaiili.

"lie knows i!ie trihe," said Monsieur de (iranvijle—"C't
onl your uarrant." he a.ld.'d. tun.in- to Camiix.t. '"and h.ive
seals phieed on everythin<T in !„,• h..M^r—at oiiee ' Hut how
'an she have -ot hold of Monsieur de Serizv's reeomnienda-
|,on .^Urin- u,e the ..rder-and -o, Monsieur (Unih ; .<end nie
thai .\hh.. nninediafeiy. So h.ni,' as w,. have him safe, the
dan-er cannot he -reater. And in the course of two hours-
talk you 1,'ct a loiitr way into a man's mind."

"Kspeeially such a puhlie prosecutor as vou are" said
("armisot insidioiislv.

"There will he two of us," replie.l Monsieur de Granville
politely.

-And he became discursive once more.
"Theiv ou-ht to lu- eivated for everv prison parlor, a pn.t

of superintendent, to he ^mvcii with a -ood salarv to the clev-
erest and nio>t eiiei-etic poli,,. ..iliccrs." said hv, after a Ion.'
pause. •i'.d)i-Lupin o.i^rht t,, ,,„d his davs in sucii a pla<-."
'I hen we should iiave an ,ye and an ear oi! the watch in a de-
parinieiit that need- cJuht supervision than it ^r,.t.s._:\loii-
sieur (iault could tell us nothin,<r positive."

"lie has so much to do." said Camusot. ".Still, hetwe. n
these se<Tet cells and us there lies a .trap which outjht not te
exist. On the way from the ( 'oiicier-erie to the jud'^'es' rooms
' KTc are pa>~a-es. courtyardN and stairs. The attention of
III'- a.irents caniiui l,c nntla,ir<ring, wluTcas the prisoner is al-
ways alive to his own atfairs.

iirr~jr-T-»yv
^BSm" ^m'^j^Mii^rfw.i:ms;^r'^imwwsy' \}i
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••I uas told that ii lady had
Ml, ..|' .Faxjiics Cdllin ulicii li

ill li' rxaiiiiiii'd. 'I'liat

l.'|. 1 [lie narrow >-tairs from the moii

III', .iiid I blaiiu'd tlic Lrciidariin's."

alrcads pl.u.'d hcrsolf iii the

• .a.- itroii^lit i;|i In.m tlir cells

woman ;;ot iiilo til'' ;,'uardro<)m at itic

•ctr.ip; liif ll^tMr^ (old

< >l\ '. till' I'alais lu'fd.s ciiinv n'coiistnict

'i.nivillc. '-Hut it is an

ion," said Moii-icur

llMII dll-t t

iiillav of t\V( iilv Im lliirtv iin'ii oil

ry a.-lviii^' lli.- ( liaiaixr,- for thirl v miliioiiM
f..r the iiiori' di'cciit accomiiiodatioii of .lustier.

Till' >oiiiid of many foot.-icps and ii .latter of arms fell on
ll.'ir ra

Th

r. If would he .lae(iues Collii

[Miiilie |)roMrutor a^Muned a mask of ''ra\itv th;
' hid

iccjues Collin came

'' man. Cainusot imitated his ehief.

Ilii- ttllii-e-hoy opened the door, and ,1;

!. ijiiiie calm and unmoved.
"i "U wished to >|i.ak to me," said A^m.^iour d

1 iiii ready to listen."

M"ii-ieur le Comte, 1 am Jacques Collin. I surrender
t'.iimi.-ot started; the public prosecutor was immovable.
A- you may .Mijijtose, 1 liave my reasons for doiii'^ t!

e 'i ran VI lie.

•'.icijues Collin, with an ironical <j;lanoo at the t

IIMl.-.

li!.-ill!rd

Ih

WO InaJrl^

must inconvenience you <rreatlv; for if I hail

iv

a Spanish |)riest, you would simply have packed nu*
Mill an escort (.f Kemlarnu's as far as the frontier hy
'line, and there Spanish bayonets would have relieved

v.'ll (,1 111,.,

I'h

M"ii>ieiir le Comte," tl

lawyers sat silent and imperturbabh

•Ii ii

le convict went on, "t! le rea.sons
ive led me to this stej) are yet r

I'vilish personal to myself. 1 can tell tl

iiiii \(iii. vou are afraid-

nore i)ressin;,' than this,

lem to no one

Afraid of whom? Of win aid the Comte de Gran-

lii altitude and expression, in the turn of his head, hi
Mnan

li^"M,. 1 :i

- With t!ie

or and his look, this distin>,'uished jiid^^' was at this
living' embodiment of the law which nu^dit to sui)plv

noblest exanipl - of civic courage. In this brief
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"Ma, t u. was .„, . |,.ul u,th ,h.. ,na^M..nn,.s of tl.r oM

l"VM.|.nt.s luuMcl thrm..U,.> fa,,. ,„ ,„, nni, .Lath an,l. Mini

oiniiu'iiiorali'
tliclll.

'•Al'niid I,, |„. aluiio uilli ail CMaiMd musut l"

^^^'•I.<inr u., M.M.Mrur Cainu.-.,- sml ,1,. ,,„|,li, ,,ros„n.tor

••I \*a> ahui,! ,,, „i-;;,.st that vou sh.mld hind tnc hand

coninM!'T"''
''/':"""•• ^"" -"' "'v .'stoHn. but vou n„w

cunuiiaiid inv iidnuratioii.

with ii look ol suprciiic eoiitfin|,t.

"'/'///yA- iMvsclf for.nidahh:'" irturtnl the convid. -Whv
think about it? 1 am, and I k^..^^• it."

.'ac<iUos Collin tnok n ,ha,r and sat down, with all tl,,. c.hoof a man w ho l..,.|s hiiiiM.if a „.at.-h fur his adv.r.sirv m ;n,mtiTVH.w whoiv they would t.vat on (.|nal t-Tins
At this instant Monsieur ( aniusot, wh.. was on the point of

closing tho door behind him. turnod ha.k. ,.am., up to Moii-
siinir .1.. (.ranvillo. and handed him two foide.l papers

of tlV,^,'.

'""' '" ^" -^'""''^'"' '^^' ^™"villo, pointing to ono

•'(•all back Monsieur Oault !" oried the Comte de (iranv.ll.
as he read the name of Madame de Maurrigneuse's maid-iwoman lie kiie\\'.

The governor of the prison oanie in.
••l)eseril,e the woman who eame to .see the prisoner," said

the public prosecutor in his ear.
;;Sh..rt. thiek-set. fat, and s,,uare.- replied Monsieur Ca.dt.
Ihe woman to whom this permit was given is tall and

thin said .Monsieur de (iranvillo. "How old was she'^"'
About sixtv."

"This concerns me, gentlemen?" said Jacques rollin.
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<""IIH'. (|(M!i)t pllZ/lc Vdlir llcil.l-. 'I'liul
I

\ir\ |il;iiisil)lr jiiiiit. ii wdtiiiin. jiid

Mtl! .1 L'ri'.lt llfill of trnllli

MI'MIII IS IIIV illlllt, !l

Ml ii|(| WnlllMII. cm Mivc

III'

L'' 1 liirufinlcr.

' lii'o-i'. If \vc Im.h alHHit till' 1)1

'I will never find mv iiiint

i>n. we >lijiil never

••M'ln-i.'ur rAhhe has h><\ his Spiinisli iiceent," ol.served
\1' :!-ieiir (Jfiiilt ; "ii,. (i(H's not speak limken Knneh."

•li'i.inx. iliin.i:s are in a desperate nie.-s. my dear Monsieur
<..iu!!." replieil ,lac.|iie> Collin with a hitter smijo. as hf ad-
i!iv-..,i| the (ioveriior hy name.

-ieiir (iaiilt u.'iit (juickly up to his chief, and said in a

It' IS madU l,;-|M r. '•Beware of thai man. .MoiiMcnr Ic romtc; I

r.i'jv

I'll!

n.\ I hat Ik

sK'iir de (frariville grazed slowly at .Ja(<|iies Collin, and
was font rolling' himself; hut he saw,too,that what

the -overnor said was trne. This treacherous d
' no ifie cold |)ut tcrril

•'•I'l'ies Collin's eve;

cmcanor cov-

ncrvous irritation of a .sivaL'c. I

I'crc the lurid fires of a vol
l;>rll. Ill

came criin-
:• fists were clenched. He was a tiger ;rathering 1

lip to sprin,!,'.

ng liim-

\.'ii\v us," said tile Count fjravely to the prison govornor

•'i"U did wi.sely to send away lAiiien's murderer!" said
•''•'I'"- I'ollin, without caring whether <'amusot heard him
"I- no; -1 could not contain myself, [ should have stran<ded

Monsieur de (iranville felt a chill; never had he seen a
.'• n - eyes so full of blood, or cheeks so colorless, or muscles
-., ., I.

And what good would that murder have done you?" he
'>' 'tlv asked.

•"I'-n avenge s(,ciety, or fancy you avi-nge it. everv day,
':

• -i'ur. and you ask me to give a reason for revenge? Ifavp
"Ii never felt vengeance throhhing in surges in your veins?
I'^n

! you know that it was that idiot of a judge' wh<, killed
'-ni^-— For you were fond of my I,uei(>n. and he loved
}'"> ' I know you by heart, sir. The uear boy would tell me
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^

rtlun,. at n,. Hulu.Uu.c-aMn.nKlu.nl to put him tobe.! as a nur>.. tu.ks up a clnl,]. and I ma.K- hua trl „... over
J|;;^M^. ^'<' ->>'i-i<.l .-rv.lnn. to nu, ™ Ins iJ" :;;;::

-Tlu. I..M of .nn.lHTs n.v.T lovnl an onlv son so toudcT.'^1 lov...lthaIan...|:
1 f onl vvou knew !

"

AH ,l,ai j 1
^l-n,^u,Mnln>l.anas,l.uvrs.,...nM!u.,iHds.

I."ve..k,
,waslnsoMlvfault,w,.aka.,lu.strn,^ofalvrc.

wl

^.^;:^.'Th:
'";'^"""- '^"'--""-..."sM.;:tn

naiurt'.-, ihcir weakness is < ninlv t 1, ..•„„. t
•

Dtaut\ (,o(! has iiiaif tor ..,.,„ ;„ ., .i , ,

111

1-

i:

ul

n.

-"- .ou nas n.a.l. lor man in a ,h„„.n,d shapes!- In

S..n^:f.Lopn,. to save Jlin,. He had ...ne with llin, hefore

A Hood i.f tears fell fm,,, J,e eonvi..fs li.d.t tawnv eve."'"'';•'-""- l'-'^l'"vdl,ke, ho fau,.M'.,a? h-,^
n.onthssm..n.,hephnn.of,he,knnne^ „.

^
J, I,;-

-

,./'''''•'<";'"''''>''•" to n.thin.^ and he killed rhe 1,0V •--

,^'";;'-;:''''f;''''l-''''''r--n-inn.vtears.en-h.
'"t o the Power I do no, know, and whieh is ahove us'all'
1, wlu) do n,,i he iev" ill (;,„l ' i w .. c i

'

i* I I

,,*''"'* ^
"''^' "<>'' material-ist. I should lint he liiv-elf )

iJ.'ii 11.11

nave to

-nonnn .";• ""^ "'""' ^"^"'"^- Vou don't known .nKMow.wa,.iirenn.is.
1 ah.ne know i,. The (iiv

'-M. NowIean.heea,.eiree|,lia,voueannnder>tan,l

.
' -'V^""-""":-Mhere.iu<, now. an Iiiia.v of JusfiVe

'-'• ""•"^"••"- '"''V <-d-forI .-na heirinnin.Mo helieve i,;

'ni.--p.v^,TM.y.i„ from ever h^ini, as hereft as I am' Tlia-
-^-.^l^dp. has rvhhed nie of niv ..„,, Aronsieur ^(^m,;: •

A n< moment ,liev are humn. ,„y life, mv i.eautv. n.'ue n,v..on.e,enee.alln,ypower<! lma:,„H. a do, fnu.
• H-iu-thadex,,.a..,ed,liehlood.--That-sme: lam
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\n.l that is uliv I I

> Collin, and t () <ri

lavij come to tell you il at I am
vc my.-tlf up. 1 made up my mind

I- it I hi.- mornin^r when they came and carrii'd away the body
I .'.:- kissiii<r lil^,. ji Miadmaii

—

like a mother—a;- the N'irgin
iii.i-; iiave kissed .le>us in the tomb.

•I meant then to >,MVe myx'il' up to justice without driving
liargain; but now 1 must make one, and you shall know

uli

.\rv you speaking to tlie judge or to Monsieur de (Jran-
Mlb'-" a>kcd the magistrate.

i'ii' two men, {'nine and Law. looked at each other. The
111. I. .-irate had been strongly moved by the convict; he felt a
•^ :i nf ilivine pity for the unha|)i)y wn'leh ; he understood
v>!i i; lii> life and feelings were. And besides, the magistrate
- I a magistrate i> always a magistrate—knowing nothing
' ' .la(i|ues ('ollin"s career since his escape from pri.<on,

1- - ;i d that he could impre-s the criminal who, after all, had
"•:\\ l»M-n sentenced fur forgery. He u.mld try the effect of
P : iii-ily on thi< nature, a compouiul. like bronze, of various
'

'' i! e!its. of good and evil.

\jiin. .Mon>ieur de (Iranville, who had readied the age
'• Miv-lhree without ever having been loved, admired a teii-
'' -"111. as all men do who have not been beloved. This de-

' ''" l"i I'f many men to whom women can only give
'-!"Mi and friend-hip, was perhaps the unknown bond on
i|':Mii ilie strong intimacy was ba.-iMl that united the Comtes
'' i'Miivan. de (Jranvilie. ami de Scrizy ; for a common mis-
! i'uiie brings souls into uinson ipiite as much as a common
.i"v.

•')"ii have the future before yi.u." said the public prose-
'iii'ir. uith an iiii|iiiHlurial glance at the lejected villain.

i 'i' man only exjtressed bv a slirui: the utmo>t ijidiircrence'
• - fate.

i'leieii II,;,,],. ;, will by which lie Icives voii three hundred
• ''-.iii'l francs."

"I'""f. po,.r chap! jx.or br.v :" ei-j,.,) .I;,,-,pi,., (",illin. "A1-
''" li..ncM' 1 wa> all wicke.lne.-.. while h,. was good-

f'^T--'-'
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nfss-n..l, ... iKMutiful. sul.I ! s.ul, lovrlv souls cannot b
sjx.ifd. 11.. \uu\ takn, nMll,,,,;: r,,„„ ,„,, ,„„ „,,. ,„,„,^.^._ ^j^.,

llns utt.T and ,nn.|.!..t,. .uwv.uU-v n( Ins indivi.iualitv
wl.uli th,. ma-istrat.. vainl.v .tnnv t.. rallv. so thoron-rhiv
pn.vn] In. .In.a.lfnl unnls. ,hat M,msH.„r ck- (HMnviJic-'^as
won over to til,, cnniinal. The piiMir ]T..sr,„tnr n.niain.'d '

'•If you ivally care fur notlnti-" ..aid .M..n.-icur dv (iran-
vilh'. ••uhal did you want to >a\ to m,.:-"

"Well, is ii not ...uiftliin^r that i iiavc -ivrn luv^clf un'^
"ion w.Mv ovttM)^' wann. i,iit vou had not -ot ni.. ; hesidcs vuu
wouhl not hav(. known what to do with nu>

'"

''What an anta-oni>t I" said the nia-istratc to himself.
Monsieur ].. ('oi„t,.. yon arc ainnit to ,ut off tiic head of

an innocent man. and 1 havr dis.-ovcn.d th(. culprit" -lid
Jacques C.^Iiin. wipin- away hi< teaiv. "I hav.- eome here not
for their sak.-s. hut for ymn-s. I have come to spare vou n-
iiH.rse, for 1 h>ve all who took an interest in Liieien. just a- I

will ^r,v,. ,ny l,,„n.,l full plav a-ainst all who l,elp,.d to ul nif
his iif(—uK'n or women I

-What can a convict more or lc>< matter to mer" he went
on. after a siiort paiiM.. ".V c.uviet '> n,. motv in mv eve.
Mian an emm..t is in umrs. I am lik. the Italian hri-and^ -

tine nu'i, tlioy aiv! If a travh^r is worth evr so little more
than the ,hari:e of their musket. Ihev shoot him .1. ad.

"I thou-ht onlv of y.m.— I ^r„t tjie voiin- man to make a
clean hreast of it; he was I. „1 ,„ ,nist me. wo iiad Inni
chain..d loLTether. Theod,,,',' i> vorv -ood ,-tnir-. he ih,„p.|,t
he was doin,>,r I,,,, mistress a u'ood turn hv uiid-rtakin-r to -HI
or pawn th.. >to|en -oods: hut lio i. „o morv iruillv of il„.

^anterre jol, than you aiv. He is a Cor^iean : it is tlieir ((,iv
t- n.ven-e th..mse!v..> and kill each other like tlie.. 1,, |,,,|v
and Spam a nian's lifr i> not respecte.l. and the rea-nn ,>

plain. There w are hojioved to jiaxo a sou! in our own una -;•

whi.^h surMve< u> .-nul Inv. for r^rv. T.ll that to vour an-
alyst

: It i> ,,t,iy anion- atheislieaj or philosophical' nations
that thos.. wlio mar human lif,. aiv mado to pav so doarlv;
and with reaM.n fro,,, Hu.ir p.uni of view—a belief onlv in
matter and in tlu. present.

H>j
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ir Ciilvi hiu] told you .vlio the woiiiiiii \v;is from wlioni he
•Mirir.l the stolen .^n<nh, you wouh] not haw found the real
ini.ivr: He is already iu your hands; bat his aceompliee,

li'-n. poor Theodore will not I.etray heeause she is a \vo-
Well, every eallm.sr has its point of honor; oon-

"
'
' Mill ihieves have theirs!

•Amu. I |<„ou- the murderer of those two women and the
i''.'''i'"rs of that h.dd. stran.ixc plot; 1 have h.'en t.,ld eve.-y
'! i.ii!. I'o.-tpone Calvi's e\..eution. and you shall know all';
' '' " ..I, must ,<rive 111,, your word tliat he shall he sent safe
I'i'k I" the hulks and his [.unishment eomniiitcd. A man so
i:- i.iMr as 1 am dors not take tho trouhle to lie—vou know
ti I' What I have told you is the truth."

••T- vou, Jaecpies Collin. llion,-h it is de-radinir Justice,v
.

' nii-ht ii.'vcr \n ...ndr^rrnd to ^ueh a compromise. I he-
!•'•

i mav relax iho ri.uiditv of my oHie,- and refer the case
t" !ii\ -superiors."

"\\ 'M v(.ii L'laiK UN ih s life'-"'

-I'. "ll)lv."

•M ii-^irur. I imploiv wMi to irive me voiir word ; it will he
*-'!'ii:':li."'

'l-n-irnr (H-anvillo divw liim>rir no u,t!, ctrrndcd prid.'.' i">hl ill my han.l the honor nf thn.. familirs. and you
'"' 'h' !i\e< nf three convicts in yours.- said Jacpies Collin.
"I

.
' the ^tronircr hand."

I''i'i >'Mi may he sent hack to the dark rrU<: then, v hat
^^''' '""I ''"'" >aid tlie puhlic prosecutor.

^

''»^^' «c arc to play the .irarif .,iit then I" sai.l Jacques
' " "' ^^•''

N"''''""'!!.-,' as man to man- I was t.dkinf to'" ''' 'inmvilie. i{„t if i!„. ,„d.lic prosecutor is'my
"•-an. I take II!. i!ie cards and hold them clo<e.-—And if

"I had LMven me your word. | wa< ivadv to L,n\e you
=

;_
li'tters that .Mademoi>elle Clutilde de (irand-

^

Ih,- ua< sai.l witli a tone, an audacitv. and a h»,k which
^••."! Monsieur de (Jranville that a,t,'ain.<t su<'h an advers;
'1.

1 'I-! idunoer wa-^ datiKerous
in'
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"And is tliat all ...u a>k:'"' siid th,. iii;i;,riwtrat»-

'•1 will speak for invs.jf new," sai.l .)a,",u,.s. "The honor
of th.' (iraiHllieu family „ to pay U>v tli.. ...nurnitatiou of
llu.o.iuiv s smtfiiir. Jt i.s^iviii- mncli t., u, t vcrv little. Vw
what IS a fuiivict in pe„al scrviHi.].' for jif,' If ]„, ..m.-iih-
you .-an so ,,,Hly s-tth' the Mor,.. It ,. drauin- a bill on ll„"
KUlllotl.U.: Only. ;!S i,.,. ua. .•on.M-Mrd to K'orhefort with ,1,,

amiable intention^. _\uii niu.-t |M-omi>e me that he .-hall Uv
•piartered at Toulon, and well treated thi-re.

'•Now. f,,r my.-elf, 1 want Munethin- m<.re. 1 have the
packet.- of letter.- fmni .Madame do S/.ri/v and .Madame dr
Maulripieu.s..—.\nd \Uiat letters!— I tell vou. .Monsieur le
r..mte. prostitutes, when lliev write leit.T-. a.-iime a style oi
K'Htunent; well, sir, line ladie-. who are aeeu.-tomed to' <lvle
and sentiment all day hu,-. uril.' a. ,u-o„titutes !,..havi.
J hilo.<ophers may know the rra.-ons i,.,- ilii- eo.itrarines>. 1

do lu.t care to .-eek them. Woman is .m ml',. nor animal : -he
1.- ruled by |,er in-tiiiet-. To my mind, a uoman ha> no
lieaiity who is not like a man.
-So u.ur M.iarl diiehe->e-. uIm, are men in brains onlv

write ma,-lerp,e,-,... ()|,: ,!„„, ,,, .-pbaidid from be-MnnuiL'
to end, like I'ironV famoii.- ode'

"

"Inderd:"

"W.mld you like to .-ee them?" -aid daecpies C(dlin, with
a hr.iirli.

Tim tna.iristrate tVIt asbanud.
"' ''•"'""' .^^i^'- 'I'fiii lo you lo read. T.ut. there; no n.ai-

sen.<e; tin.- is bu-in.-s and all above board. I -uppuse r— V ui

must ,uiv III.- Ikh k the Irtlei',-. an.l alb.u no ,,ne to pbiv llv
spy or ^) folbiw (U- to watch the per.-oii who will brio^r 'tju'in

to inc.""

••riiat uill take time." said Monsieur de Craiivillc.
'•X't. It i< half-pa-t nine." re|)lio,| dacipies Collin, lookiiiir

at the e!.,ek: "well, in four miniiles you will have a letter
l'i'"iii <'a(li of the.-^e l.adies. and after readinir them vou will

'•oiinterMand the ;,milloI me. If mailers were not as i hey are,
you would not see me takin^^ things .-o ea>v.—The ladio-
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:n.'d iifivr ii;i(l warinnjr. — Moiisu-ur tie Liracvillf wa>
- .:l.(l.— -'I'lirv inu>i he iiMkiii.ir a >iir bv now; thev un^

- I'. I)nii>,' ihc Krcprr ,,C tii,. jv.ils im ihc fmv—th.-v
"" ;ipjH'al In III.. Kmjr. \^!,,, k lows?—Couii'. no»-, will

- •
ii,<- y(Hir udi-d ili;.i \,,ij Ail! [ur^.-i ;,jl that ha^

-I'^il iK'illiT lollnw. nor r^eDil anv :nL- to follow, that
' !'"!• a u lidlc hour?"

i ''I'tiiisc it.""

\"-\ wfl!: you arc t,,.! tiic man u. dm'ivo an o-^'apt-d
'

'

'

'
'' "" "•»' ' '''ip "f '1h' l)l<»k of w-uch Tuminc- and

< -:i'l- arc ina.lc. and wnnid keep vmr- u-i.rd to a lliirf.— In" Ndic ,\r. !-as-|',.niu> tli.T,. ,s at mis nmmeni a l„.-r:ir
v...nKP: in ra.u-. an nld uotnan. in the v, rv niidd!.. ol' tli.. hall.
-

. - pr.h.ihly -n.sipinc: with „uv of lli,. puhlic uritors. alw.uf
'iUMii! ov,.,- a pariv-uall prr!iap>: .S'nd vonr ollicc
-•' '•• !'''' ii li''i-, .-.iviiiu^ ihr-,. uords. -Dahor li Man-

'
ilii' linss uanis yon). SIh' will come.

'>' 'I" not he unncccssariiv .riicl. Kith.T von accept n)v
i"nii^ "!• yen do not , h,.<.s,. to he mixed np in ;,' Inisincss with
•'^

"|^ t.—
I
am .ndv a f-u-ircr. yon will rememher !—Wdl,

'! I''a\e Calvi to -o thron.irh the terrors .d" preparation
\-" !!„• ~,

He already couiitermamled the .vrciil
'II- Ai- (iranvillc to d

i'>n."" said ^^

t!..' h
leipies Collm. "I wunid not have d

ath yon iii diirnii \.

on-

us-

'|i!e< Collin leoked a! the puhlic
[

nient. and saw him niu
irosccutor with a .sorl

\\:!l

hell.

"HI yi>n promise not t,

I -i^::!! I,

Tl Ili.-e I

liislieil. (io jMld t',.|ch tl

•M-ape!' (;ive me \(>nr word, and
ic woman.

")V came in.

i\
. -end away the <:cndarmes,"" said .M onsicnr de (iran-

Ues ('(d! in was con(piere<l

ilii-^ duel with the ma^rj.^tratc ho had tried to he the
the .-tl'i •n^^er. the more mairn
id crushed him. .\t tl

minious. and the mair-

ll!!i;-..ir Ihe

le -anie lime, the convict fell

MiperKU', inasmuch as h e Had tricked the Law : Ik
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had convincod it that tlio guilty man was innocent, and luul

f<)ii;,'lit for a man's lu'ad and won it ; l»iit this advanta<,'e must

be unconfcssc'd, -I'crct and hidden, whih' tlio magistrate tow-

oivd ab()\r him majestically in tiie vyv of (hiy.

A- daeijues Collin left Monsieur (k' (iranviile's room, the

Comtc lies I.ii|ie;inl\. Se( retary-in-Chief of th<' I'roidein of

the C'ouneil, and a de|)uty, made his a|)|»earanee, and with him

a i'l iilo-looking. little old man. This individual, wrapped

in ii |iiice-e()lored overcoat, as though it were >till winter, with

powd red hair, and a cold, pale face, had a gouty gait, mi-

stead on feet that were shod with loose calt'skin boots; le;ni-

ing I' a y-okl-luaded cane, he eai'ried hi> hat in his hand, and

W' mw of .-even o' ler> in his hutton-hole.

;ii is it. my de.ir >le- liUpeaulx !'"" a>ked die ])ublie pros-

ecui

"1 onie i I >ni the nn
'You liave I'irtc hi nfh

^ladame <le Seri/.y- M

mois( le Clotllde il

arrangi'iiieiil with i

"Who is he ? a>k .\;

'"There a I lo m' t-

said des 1/ lib

Maje-ty -le-, .- voi

of this all'air ai eoi

I to me I he ;es-.

going to tell the lee '

not needed this u'l'lltlei

Coi'entin. '! will waii mi

replied I'ieroiinf. in a low vnire.

voii can only get the letters—

de Maufiigneiise's and Mndi-

eii'- ^'ou may come to mumc

man
""

eii- d. (iraiiville. in a whisper.

-Veen 'I iind nie. my dear sir."

i> t^ I'amoii- Coreiitin. Hi-

yoi If tell li ill all the details

•Ml- lece.-s."

1' public prosecutor, "nf

ler is settled, that I liiivc

-istance,"" and he turned to

Majesty for his coinniiiiids

with regard to the |;i-t >tep in tlii' matter, wliiidi will li"

v\illi the Keepi'i- ipf tin Seals, as two ri'prieves will n^i'd

siiiiiing."

'^'oii have been wi-e to take the initiativt'." said i\i'^ I-H-

peaulx. shaking hand- uitli the Coiiite de (iraiiville. ""I'll

the verv e\,- nf a LM-eal II iidcrtakiiii,'' the i\ing is most aiixiiuis

that the |)fers ami the great families should not be shown up,

fW'
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li!"»ii upon. It ooascs to lie a 1

;i! .iir.iir iif State."'

tlW •Tiiiiiiial case; it becomes

11 tell the J'rince tliat by the t

illr,

Inif you came it wag all

.'a I IV
(•'

I l"-|ieve so.

II yon, my dear fellow, will 1)0 Keeper of the Seal
lie present Keeper is made Cliiineeil

s as

lor-
iMve no aml.ition." replied the magistrate

- Liipeaulx lan;rhe(l. and went away.
'f tlH' I'rince to reipiest the Kin-' t o ^rant me ten

'iH.iH,.. and.encr at ahout half-past two/' ,dde<i Mon
•'JMiiville. as ]

sieur

(Imir.

le aeeompanied the (".mite de.s Lupeauj.v to

voii jire not ambitious!"
II M oiisienr de (iranville. "(

lid (les Lupeaul.v, with a keen

'11 would like at least

"11 have the letters, M(

"II '. you have two ehil-

iii\ i^i<rvenf ion IS iinne(

lie ma(ie peer of France.'
•iisieiir le l»rocureur General.

with Monsieur de (J,

essary," .slid ('orentin, findin.r him-

^'r.> nafiinij euriosit'

ranville, who looked at 1 liiii with

".sii, !I'M a man as yoii can never b
replied the magistrate

ir'l "P Lrile>sed cvervthinir.

i' j^iiperfluous in so delicate
scein^r that Corentia had

•III in bowed with a i)atroniz
\on know the n

iiiir air.

•'I'S .M(

laii 111 question, monsieur:
msienr le Comte, it is ,!

'II 'I'housand I-

-ittleinent.s. a

il in concea

rancs A:

<oiivict who. for (1„. last fi

iHques Collin, the head of

(;ir!,

uii'-ii u,. have all

•sociation,' the banker for three
'11". for the last five vears, has

lin^^ himself under the robe of (he Abbe
ever came to he intrusted with a

pain is a (piestion

ircra. JIow h(

' '" 'Ih' hit.' Kinj: fr.)m the Kini: of S
puzzled ourselves with trvim,' to an

:l !|..t

^^ •xpcetin^T information fr.mi Madrid', wliither 11
convict holds the secrets of two

an.l a man. That

swer.

lave

man of mettle and t eiiijier. w e liave on ly tw.

:i
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I

:;^!l

^:!!

iMiurscs npcii (n u-;,"" <aiil tin- piililic |.i-o-c( utnr. '"Wi^ iinist

Hciiif h\> lldflilw nr ^'ct liiin out of llio way."

••Tlic -ainr idea has slnnk u- l.ofli. ami that \~ a <.nvat hoimr

f,,r inc.." -a;.! CoiviUiii. "I am oldij:'''! to liavr so niiiiiy idiM-.

;iii(| for .- 1 many pco|.l.'. lliat out of thmi all I ou.irtit occasioii-

:,llv to iii''i a clcvrr luaH.""

lie >l'olso >o (Inly, and in so iiv a tone, tliat Mo!isi(>ur 'l-

(iranviilc mado no ivply. and |.ro(vc(l.-d to atti'ud to soiur

Iircs>inLr matters.

Miidrmoiscllf .lac.iurlinr ('ollin"s amazement on seeing'

.Fjic(|ue-. Collin in tlie Salle ih- I'as-l'enhw is beyond ima-.nn-

inu^ She ^tooil s(iuare on her ftvl, iier hand- on her liips. f"r

she uas dre-sed as a (o>|ermon^^er. .\((Ustomed as slit- wii-

to her nephew's conjui-inu- li-iei^-. lhi< heat evei-ythin.i:.

"Well, if voti are LToinu' to stare at me as if 1 were a natural

liistory show." slid .lae(pies Cnllin. tnkin,Lr hi^ aunt hv the arm

„„d leadinj^ her out of tlie hall, "ue >hail he taken for a pair

of (•iirious''sp.'(imen>: they may take in into eu>lody, aih!

then we sliould lo^e titne.

Ami he went down the >tairs of the Calerie MaivhaiHk'

leading' to the I.'ue de la I'.anllerie. "Where is I'aeeard ?"

"lie is waitin.ir for tne at la Hous.-^e'.s walking; up aiiJ

down the tlower marki'l."

"And I'rudi tiee?"

".\lso at her hou-e. a- my pod-daugliter."

"T.et us ;,'o there."

'M.ook pumd and see if we are watche.l,"

l,a h'ou-^e.a liardware dealer livinjron the <,)iiai nnx Fl.nir?.

uas tlie willow of a famous murderer, one of the "Ten 'Hkhi-

sand." in 1--1!'. ,lae(|ue-^ Collin had faithfully handed "V, r

t'wentv tl; lusmd francs and odd to this woman from luT

lover." aft. r he had heen executed. Trompe-la-Mort was llic

onlv i.erson who knew of his pal's connection witli tho ;,'irl, at

that time a milliner.

-I am VMiir voun- man's boss," the hoarder at Madamo

Vau<iner'^'luni fold her, havinir sent for luT to m.'et hiiii at

the .l.inlin des IMantes. -He may has. mentioned me to you,

#i

rriiiix-y-.-^- . y-Hy-
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ilonr.—Any one wlio plays m<' \'u]-r i]\r< within n year;

lltc iitlicr hand, those who an- true to iiic have iiotliiiij,' to

- if I'lom inc. I jini stamich tlirou^'h thick and thin, and

lihl <lii' witiiont sayini,' a word that woiihl ((iniiironiisc any-

I' .is I wisii well to. Sti<k to nic MS a soul sticks to fhi- Devil,

..ill \ui) will (ind llie hcnclit ot' it. 1 pronii>e(l yonr poor

\ iiTH.-tc thai you .-honld he hajipy : h(> \\iintcd to make you ;i

anaii. and lie ;,'ot >(raj.'i;cd for your sak(

•'n't ( ry : li>tcn to nic.

t(

N, ) one III the world knows thi:t

.ked\. :; Were niistn-- to a (onvict, to tin' mnrderer tliey elioKet

(If la>t Satiirda\ : and I shall never tell, ^'oll are two-nnd-

i\w Illy, and preit\. and yoii have twcnty-^ix thousand francs

'! iiiir own; l'or;.'et .\ui:ii.-te and mt married; he an honest

Miiiian if yun ( an. In return for ])eace and (piiet, I only ask

' .n lo >erve nie now and then, inc. jind any one I may seiul

. •;:. hut without >toppinjr to think. I will never ask yon (o

•
:

' anMhin;;- that c;in iret yoii into ti'ouhle, yon or your chil-

!!v!i, ,ir your Inishaiid, if you u'ct one. or your family.

"In my line df life 1 often want a safe place to talk in or

! ! i'ie in. Or 1 may want a trusty woman to c.irry a letter

"' I o jin err.'ind. ^'ou will lie one of m\- letler-lioxes. one of

porter.-'" lodLTcs, one of mv mosciiirer.-, neither more nor

^ou are too red-haired; Auj,'uste and I used to call you hi

i;- i^-i : von ciin keep that name. .My aunt, an o|d-clothe.s

li'.ijer at the 'remjile. who will come ami -ee yon, is the only

i'-iiii in the world yoii ;ire to ohcy : tell her e\erylhinLr tliat

' ii'jien." to vou ; >he will lind _\ou a hushai'd, and he very u.-e-

; ' 'u you."

\ii(l thus the harijain was struck, a diaholical conijiact

' that which had for so Ioult hound I'nulcnce Servieii to

.'
. .:ue- ("ollin, and whicli the man never failed to ti;:hten;

1 . like the Devil, he had a ]iassion for recruitinir.

hi i'lliout 1S".'1 .Iac(iiics Collin found la K'oiisse a hu>hai!d

1 i!i.' person of the chief shopman under a rich wholesale tin

' hant. This head-clerk, haviin,^ purcha-ed ]\\< ma-^ter's

' of husiiR'ss, wao now a pi'osperous man, the fatliir of
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two cliildron. aii<l out- of tlic district Miiitv'^ doputifs. I.n

Hoiissc, now Miidanie PR-lard, had iifV.T had ih.' ,-malh>i
ground fttr coinplaint. I'ithcr of .la((|ncs Collin or of his .iiiiit :

8till, each time she was rccpiircd to help th •m, Madanic I'rc-

lard (piakcd in every limb. So, as she saw thi' terrible eoupl,
romo into her sliop. she tiinu'd as pale as death.

"We want to speak to you on business, madame," said

.FHC(|Ues ('(dlin.

'".My husband is in tin re." s.iid she.

"\ cry W( II; wc haw no immediate need (d' you. I never
put peo|ile out (d' their way for not hint:."'

"Send for a hackney coach, my dear," said Jaecpielinc

Collin, "am! tell my <,''Kl-dau,L'hter to cmc down. I hope to

place her as maid to a \ery «,M-eat lady, and the steward of the

house will take us there."

A shop-boy fetchid the coa( I

. and a f>'\v minutes hiler

Europe, or, to be rid of the nam- under which she had served

Esther, I'rmlenee Serve ii, I'aeeard, .)ac(|ue- Collin, and his

aunt, were, to la IJonsse's frreat joy. packed mto a coach, nr-

dered by 'rnunpe-la-Mort to drive to the Harriere d'lvry.

I'rudence and Paccard. ipiakin^'' in proeiui' of the boss, felt

like giiijty souls in tlie presence of (iod.

"Where are the seven hundred and fifty tlnai.-and francs:-"

asked the boss, lookiui,' at them with tlie char, penetratmi,'

Raze which so effectually curdled the hlnnd of the.-e tools ef

his, these (inics (Imniifcs. when they were eau,i,dit trippini:,

that they felt as though their scalj) were .^et with as luanv

pins as hairs.

"The seven hundre(l and ///(/•/// thousand francs," saiil

Jacqueline Collin to her nephew, "are quite safe; I gave them
to la Komette this morning in a sealed packet."

"If you had not handed them over to Jaecpielino," said

Troinpe-la-^fort, "you would have gone straight there," and

he pointed to the Place de Greve, whieli they were jn-t

passing.

Prudence S(>rvien, in her country fashion, made the sign of

the Ooss, as if she had seen a thunderbolt fall.
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•I forjjivc yoti." siiid the \u,<< "(III conilitinn nf your coni-
iiiiitiii;: no more inistnkcs of this kind, and of vonr IH'lnjj

hand

IK. forth to me vvhiit th(~c two (in^jcrs nn- of niv n-dit
ami he j.oint.d to tiic (r>t iind middle (ln{,'('r?, "f

i> ;.'"od wotiian is the thumi)," and lie slapped his aunt
i!; -hoiil

for

on
(icr.

I' 'I'l

l!.l!l(

i.i-lcn to nic," he went on. "Von. I'accard. ha\.' nothin/j
In fear; von may follow yonr nose ahont J'lnilin { Paris)

\<'U pleas,.. I frjve yon leave to marry IVndence ServicMi."
i'.ieiard look Jaecjnes Collin's hand and kis.^cd it re!<i«?ct-

iv.
'

"And what innst I ih '' said he.

Notliin;:; and yon will have divjdond.^ and women, to yav
'l)iii^r ,,(• your wife -fur yon have a toueli fif the Hetjcncy
'III you, old hoy!--'|'hal conies of heinir sneli a line man!"
I';hiard eolored under his sultan's ironical praises.

^ on. Prudence," Jac<|ues wmt on, "will want a eareor,
•'Mlion, a future; yon must remain in my service. Listen
me. There is a very ;rood house in the i{ne Sainte-Barbe
iii^^in;: to that Madame de Saint-Ksleve. whose name mv
occasionally horrows. It is a very ^jood business, with

' ty of custom, hrin^Miijr j„ fifteen to twenty thou.sand
a year. Samt-ivMevo puts a woman in to keep the

"i.a tloiiore," said .Fac.iueline.

poor la I'onraille'.s moll," said V:< ani. "That i.s where
Itcd to with Kurope the ihy thai

j )or Madame van Bo^r.
died, our mis'ess."

Who .iahhers when I am speakini,'?" said .TncijUes Collin.
i' rfect sileiu-e fell in the coach. Paccard and Prudence
i not dare look at each other.
' i'h. .>;hop is kept hy la (Jonore." Jacques Collin went on.

i 'iiat is where you Went to hide with Prudence, I see,
ird, that you have wit enou,<rh to dod,<;e the reelers (mis-

' ihe jiolice), hut not enou.<rli to puzzle the old ladv," and
'Poked his aunt's chin. "Xow 1 see how she mana<,'ed to

'! you.— It all fits hcauti fully. You may go back"to la

4

I
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1

(ioiiiirr.— 'I'd <:<> i>ii : .I;ic(|ii('liiic will ariiiii;^c willi Madame
.\<)urri>M)i! ti' puniiaM- her Ini.-iiio^ in the liiic Sainti'-i5iiriM',

and if vnii inanaLif wdl, cliild, you may iiiakr a fortune oui

of it."" he -aid to i'rudiinc. "An Ahlii ^^ at vour a.^r I It is

wdi'iliy of a 1 >aii>,dniT of l-'rancc" In- addcil in a hard tone.

rrudcncc llunu lui' arni.- I'ound 'ri'oni|n'-la-.Mori",- neck ami

liu.ii'Ui'd liini; Imi llir boss llun^ licr olf with a >har]i blow,

t-liowini: hi.- cM raordinaiT strcn^nh. and hut for I'accard. the

{,diTs head would have straick and broken the coacii window.

'"I'aws oiri I don't like .-uch wa_\>, " -aid tin- l)oss t^tillly.

"!t is di.-rr-]ic(i ful to nil'."

"Hf is ri,uht. child/" said I'aciard. '"Why, you sec it is as

thou;.;-h till' bo-s had niadi' you a |;rc>t'iit of a hundfi'd thou-

sand franc.-. 'I'lic ^ho|) is worth that. It is on the I'oiilevanl.

oppo.-itc the iiyninasc. Thf pi'o|)lc conic out of the tlic-

ati\
-

"1 will do more,'" said 'I"riuiipc-la-.Mort : "I will buy the

house."

'.\nd in si.\ years uc .-hall be tnillionaires."" caied I'accard.

Tired of bcini;' inlcrrupled. 'rronipe-l:i-Mort ,i;a\c I'accai'd'-

shin a kick Iiard enou.udi to break it ; Init the man's tendons

were of india-rnliber. and hi> bones lA' wrought iron.

".Ml riirht, boss, muni it is." said he.

"Do you think I am ciamminji- you with lies?" said Jacques

Collin. pert(i\ iui:' that Taccai'd had had a few drop- too mui'li.

"Well, listen. In the cellar of that house there are two litiii-

drod iind fifty tliou-and I'rancs iii .ixold——-"'

A^Min silence I'ciuiicd in th.e coadi.

"The coin is in a very hai'd bed of masonry. It must be

got out. and yo;i !ia\e only three ni^dii- to do it in. .laci]no]iiH'

will help you.— .\ hundreil thousand francs will buy up the

l)iisines<. lifty tliou-and will pay for the house; leave the re-

mainder.'"

"Where;" .-aid Taccard.

'"In the lellarr" a-ked rrudeiu.-t.'.

"Silence '." cried datiiuelme.
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'Ves, but ti> <;('l till' l)ii.-iin.'>s li'aii.-ffiTfd, Ul' illUSt llil\(' tilt'

iMii-fiii of tlu' pulicc aiuliurilio,"" I'accard (ilijcctcil.

\\r ,-liall have ii."" .-aid 'rrniniir-la-MdiM. •Don't iiicd-

ili' III uliut docs iioi concern von.""

.Iac(|ncliiic lookcil at her ncphcu. and was struck Uy tlie

.ilinaiion in liis face. vi:-il)lc 'limuirh tlic stern mask niuler

ulnrli tile stroiiif man .generally hid his feeliitfrs.

^oii. ehihl, " said lie to I'rndciice Servien, "will ret-eivo

iMm my aunt the seven hundred and fifty thousand
I raiic.

"

'>cven liundred and thirty." said Paceard.

\ery ;,'oo(l. seven hundred and thirty then," said Janiucs
C.illin. "Von must return this ovenin.i; under some pretext

In Madame Lucien's house, (iel out on tiie nxd' throutrh tlie

-iv\ iii,dit ; jret down tiie chimn(>y into your mis"ess" room, and
i.idc the packet she had made of the nu)ney in the niat-

".\nd why not by the door?" a>ked rnidenee Servien.

"Idiot I tliere are seals on everylhinjr."" replied Jac(pies

I ••llin. "In a few days the inventory will be taken, and vou
Alii he innocent of the theft.""

•fiood for the boss I"" cried I'accard. "That is really kind !"'

"Sii.p. coachman I"" said .laci|Ue.- Collin's powerful voice.

The coach was close to tiie staiul by the Jardin des
i'Liiites.

!'>'• olf, younif "uns,"" said ,)ac(|ues Collin, "and do nothing'

-di;, ! He on the Pont des .\rts this afternoon at live, and
i:iy aunt will let you know if there are anv ordi'rs to the con-

'Miv.

—

Wr must i)e i)repijre(l for everythiui:." he whispered
I" Ins aunt. "To-nu)rrow." he went on, ".lacipieline will tell

'"U how to diif up the ^^old without any risk. It is a ticklish

I'a'cart! and Prudence Jumped out on to the King'.s hij^h-

i. . a- haji]>y as reprieved thieves.

'What a irootl fellow the boss is!"" said Paccard.
lie would be the king of meu if he were not m rough on

•iiien."
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"Oil, yi'.-I He is ,1 sufet crcatiiiT," .-.nd I'iicfiird. "Did
you sec lii.w lie kidscl .,!.:' Well, we dcMTVcd to lie st'lit to

old Nirk; for. al'ln- nil. uc i^ot him intd tlii> x'nipe."

"I i" (inly lit' docs iidt di';i;,r u.-. iiiio some dirtv joh. and get u-

packt'd oil' to the hulks yd." said the wily i'rudcncf.

"Not lif ! If he had that iu his head, hi' would tell us; yon
don't kiu)w hiui.— lie has providiil haudsdiuciy for you.

Hero we are. citizens at larire! Oh. when that man takes a

fancy to you, he has not his UKitcii for j^'ood-nature."'

''Now, my Jewel," said .laeijue.s Collin to ihs aunt, "you
must take la (ioniu'e in liaiid ; she mu.-t hi' liuud)U,ir,i:ed. Fi\c

days henee she will he taken into custody, and a hundn-d and
fifty thousand francs will he found m her nnuns, the renuiins

of a share from the rohhery and nnirdcr of tlie old Crottal

couide, the notary's father and mother."

"She will <jet live yt'ars in the .Madeloniiettes," said Jacque-
line.

"That's ahout it." said the nejihew. "This will he a reason

for old Xourrisson to ^^et rid of her lious-; >he cannot imui-

ago it herself, and a manager to suit is noi to hi' found overv

day. You can arrange all that. We .shall have a sharp eye

there.—But all these thnv things are secondary to the busi-

ness I have undcriaki'ii with regard to our letters. So unriji

your gown and give me the samples of the goods. Where are

the three packets?"

"At la l»ou>se"s. of course."

"Coachman." cried .lacijues Collin, "go hack to the Pahiis

de Justice, and look sharp
"1 promised to he (piick. and I hav(> heen gone half an hour:

that is too much.—Stay at la IJousse's. and give the s(>alcd

parcels to the odice clerk, who will conu' and ask for Madame
(Ir Saint-l\-teve; the dr will he the f)assword. He will say

to you, '^[adam(>. F have conu> from the public prosecutor
for \ho things you know of.' Stand waiting outside the door,

staring about at what is going on in the Flower-Market, so

as not to arouse I'relard's susf)ieions. .\s soon as vou have
given up the letters, you can start I'accard and Prudence."
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'( >ce what \<>u iirc at," said .laciiucliiic ; "you imaii to >tc|)

into Hibi-Lupiirs .-lioc.-. 'I'hat hov's dcalli has luriu'il your

liiain."

"Aiul there is I'heodore, who was ju>t .LTninir to have his

iiair en>|)|)ed in be sera^j,^'d at four this afternoon I" cried

.';!r(|UeS ( 'oilin.

"Wi'll, it i.- a notion I We >liall end our days as lionest folks

i;i ,1 line |iroj)erty and a delit:hlful climate—in Touraini'.""

"Whal was to hecuinc of nu'? i.ucien has taken my sou!

uii.h him, and all my jo}' in life. 1 have thirty years hefore

I!!' to l)e sick of life in, and I ha\e no heart left. Instead

' t' i"in,<r the boss of the hulks, I ^hall lie a Fijraro of the law,

I'd avenp' Lucieii. I can never he sure of deniolir-hin^'

( "niitin o.\c(>ptin<,' in the skin of a ])olice au'ent. And so lon^

::- I liave a man to devour, I shall still feel alive.—The pro-

f' "ion a man follows in the eyes i>( the world is a mere sham ",

!!!! reality is in the ideal"" he added, strikinir his forehead.

—

Mow inucii have we left in the cash-hox ?"' he asked.

"Nothint:,"" said his aunt, di.-mayed hy the man's tone and
in;i!iner. *M jxave you all I had for the hoy. La Ronictte ha.-^

!!•! more than twenty thousand francs left in the husinos?.

i ini.k everythinjx from Madame Xourrisson ; she had al)nut

>!\iv thousand francs of her own. Oh I we are lyinj; in sheets

liiai have not heeii washed this twelve nionlhs jiast. That
i"iV had all the pals" blunt, our .saving.s, and all old Xourris-
.-iin"s.""

-Makintr—-?'

"l-'ive hundred and sixty thousand."

"\\e have a hundred and fifty thousatid which Paccard
i;iil I'rudence will pay us. I will tell you where to fliul two
iumdred thousand more. The roinainder will conio to me

' 1! '.f Ksther"s money. We must rej)ay old Xourrisson. With
1 "dMre, I'accard. Prudence. Xourrisson. and you. T shall

s<p' II lijive the holy alliance T recpiire.-— Listen, now, we are
!

' arly there
'"

"Here are the three letters." said Jacqueline, who had
tini-lied unsewinir the linin'r of her rawn.

r

m
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••(.'mtr ri;,'lit," said ,liii(|uc> C^lliii, hikin- tlic tlim.
J)rr(i(,u> (Idciiiiicnls- -auinm;i|ili IctbT- .m \,.||iiiii |)a|Mr, aiitl

mil sti-un;;l_\ .-(Tilled. "'I'liroilorc ilid the .Naiiimv jiib
"'

'•Oh: It ua> lu'.""

"''"'I' i'l'l^- 'I'lliif is jirccioiis. lie uaillcd In o-Jvc ih,.

I)nic-.T,1> to a iiitic Cnr.Hcan -|.aiT(.u- naiiMMl (iiiicila. \un
inu.>l set old .\"uiiiri>snn to lind Ik r: I uill i:i\,. vmi ihc iir,

-

• •ssaiv inroi-inalion iii a h'ttrr uhidi (iault uill ,-i\c von.
('niih' for it to til,. -ate of tilt' Coiiciri'Mvric ill tuo hours" linir.

You inii.M placr Ihc -irl ujlli a waslicrwoniaii. (iodrtV sisirr;
siie uui.l .rem at lioi,,,. thciv. (Jodft and Ruiranl uvr,. con-
(•eriR.d uilh la i'ouraiH,. in fohhmo and tmirdoriiiL' the
Crottats.

"Tilt' four hundivd and liftv tliou.-aiid rraiics arc all >afV,
one-third in la (ionorc"s cellar— la I'oiiraiilc's share; the
second third in la Connrc's hcdmoin. which i.- i;iill'ar(l"s ; and
the rest is hidden in (lo.lct's ,-istcr"s hoii>c. We will hc-in
by takiii;:;! hundred and fifty thousand francs out of hi Pou-
raillc's whack, a hundred thous.-ind of (indct's. ;i;i,l ,., j,,,,,.

(Ired thousand of IJulfanrs. .\s soon ;,< Co,],.! and I!iif-

fiird are iiahhed, they will he suppo.-cd t,, have i^ot rid of
what is inissin,<,r from their shares. An.l I will make (i.ulet

believe that 1 have saved a hnndred thousand francs for liiiii,

and thai la (lonore has done the same for la I'oiiraillo and
RufTard.

"rrudeiice and Paccard will do the joh at la (JonoreV: you
and (iinelta—uho .^^ceiiis to lie a smart hiissy—must lnana,^'
the ioh at (_iodct"s sister's place.

'•And so, as the fir.-t act in the fa.rce, 1 can eiiahlc the public
prosecutor to lay his hand on four hundivil ilioiisanJ fruiK'^
stolen from the Crottats, and on the c-ujliy panic-. Then I

shall seem to ha\e shown up iIk^ N'antcriv nnird.'ivr. We
shall ^'ct hack our shiners, and are hchiml the scene.- with the
jiolice. We were the ganie, now ue arc the hunters—that is

all.

'<iive the ilriver three franc>.""

The eoaeli was at the I'alais. Jaeiiueliiie, speeehless with
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.(iiiiisliiiiciit, |iiii(I. 'rroiii|M-la-M()rt wriit up llio steps to

ir Jiublic proSCCillors I'DOIII.

A rniiipU'tc chiinL'i' III" life is so vidlcut i\ crisis, that .Tarquos

('liiM. ill s|)it(' dl' lli> rcSdlutinll. Illulllllcd the Sti'ps l)llt

-!!« I), ^i'oiii;; lip I'fDin tiic liiic (lc hi I'm ri

I

Icrii' In I Iir ( iaicric

Mall liaiuir, wlicrc, iindrr the ^fjuoiny jii'ri>tvlc nf tlir (oiirt-

! "iiM'. is the (•ntrancc to the Court itself.

"^^'iin' civil ca>(' ua< ^'oini,' oii which hail hrniiL.'hf a little

r'.iuil to;:etlier at tln' Toot of the doiihle stairs Icadiii^^ to the

V-M/.e Court. Ml that the coin id. lo>i in tho!i;,dit. >looil for

-"inr iiiiiiuto. checked hv the thi'oii^r.

'I'll the left of ihi> dmihle tli^dit is one of the iiiain>lavs of

f.r liiiihlin;^-. like an eiiornioi's pillar, and in this tower is a

liiil'' door. This door opens on a s|iiral staircase down to the
(

.iiicier,i:erie, to which the piihlic prosecutor, the i^overiior of

liic priMiii, the pre>idiiii,' judi,'-es. Kin^'V couiicii, and the chief

-I' I he Safety departnient have access by this hack way.

i! \\a^ up a side staircase from this, now walled uj), that

Miiie Antoinette, the (,»ueen of France, was led iiefore the

li'iMilntionary tribunal which sat, as we all know, in the great

iia'l \\heif appeal; are now heard i)efore the Supr(>iiie Court.

Tiii' Ilea 11 >iiik> williiu us at tlu' sight (d' these dreadful stops,

VM'ii ue think that Marie 'J'herese's ilaughter, whose suite,

:'r.<l iicad-dress, and himps filled the great staircase at \'er-

-:iiHe>. once pas>t'd that way! I'erhaps it was in e\])iatiou

'

'
!ier iiiollier's crime— the atrocious di\i.~ioii of I'olaml.

I !- -iivcT-eigns who commit such crimes evitleiitly never think

'

:' liie retribution to be exacted by Providence.

When Jaci|ues Collin went up the vaulted stairs to tlie

I

iii'lic pros(HUtor"s room, Bibi-Lupin was ju>t cnniing out of

liii- iitt le door in the wall.

I he chief of the "Safetv" had come from the Coneiersrorie,

:i!i'i was also going uj) to Monsieur de Granville. It was easv

:' iinagiiie J3ibi-Lupin's surprise when he recognized, in front

"flum.the gown of Carlos Ilerrera, wliicii he had so tlioroiighlv

-'I. lied that morning; he ran uu to pa.~s him. .facipies Collin

m

I
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luriH'fl rduiul. and tlic cncMiics were I'ai c lu !"acc. Kach stfiml

still, and the soif-sainc look l!a>lird in Imlli jiairs id' eves. ,-.>

diircniil Ml llicni,-cl\c.-. a- in a du'-l two pi.-tids ^^) otF at (In-

same in.-ta.nt.

••'i'his tinii' I have j^di \nu. ra-cal I" -aid the chief of the

Safely Deparlnient.

'"All. Iia I" replied .laeiini's ('(dlin inmieallv.

It lla-hid llirnii;,d) hi- mind that Monsieur de (iranviilc

ha<l >ent -onic one to waieli liini, an. I, .-tranire to sav. it paimd
liim to ilimk till' nia;,M,-trate less nia;,Mianiniiins than he had
SUpposiil.

liild-i.ujiin liravely flew at daeipics Colliirs throat : l)ut he,

keepiiiLT his eye on the foe, jfav<' him a slraiLdit hlow, and srni

him sprawling' on his hack thive yards oil'; then Tronipe-la-

Moit wiMit calmly np to Jiihi-hiipin. and held out a hand lo

helj) him to rise, exactly like an l-;m,disli iioxer who, sure uf

his superiority, is ready for more. liihi-Lupin knew bcttrr

than to call <nit ; hut he sprantr to liis feet, ran to the entraiitv

to the passai^'e. and signed to a ireiidarme to stand on j^niard.

'J'hen. swift as liiriitniuj.'. he came hack to the foe. who (juietlv

looked on. .fac(pies Collin had decided what to do.

"Kitlier the puhlie [jrosecutor has broken his word, or he

has not taken liihi-i.upiu into his ednlideucc, aiul in that ( ase

I mu.-t <:el tlie matter explained," thou^dit he.
—

'"Ho you mean
to ;irre>t me!'" he a>ke(] his enemy. "Sav so without lunre

ado. l)ou"t 1 kuMU that in the lu'art of this |)lace vou are

stronpr than I nui'f I could kill you with a well-placed kick,

hut I could iKit tackle the treiidarmes and the soldiers. .Vou",

make :io nnise. Where do you want to take lue?"

"To M(Uisieur Camnsot."

"Come alonir to Monsieur Canuisot," replied Jaeciiios Col-

lin. "W hy should we not u'o to the puhlie prosecutor's court?

Ft is nearer." he .added.

Bilii-I.upin. who knew that he was out of favor with the

upper ranks of judicial authorities, and suspected of haviiitr

made a fortune at the expi'use of criminals and their victini?'.
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u,i< not iniwillinjr tn Au)\\ liiin^'U' in Court with so notable
I •;i|i|un'.

All ri<;lit, we will ;,n, ilinv," -aid he. -But as you suf-

p mlfr. allow inc to lit you with bracelets. I am afraul of
'"iir i-laus."

Ami lie look tlie liandcullV out of l:is pocket.

• '.I' qiies Collin iicbl out lii> band-, and Hibi-i.u|)iM si.apped
": llle luailiicles.

"Well, now, since you are feeling so frond," said he, "tidl

II' liow you ^'ot out of the Concier;,'erie?"

r.v the way you came; down the turret str.irs."

Tlicii ba\c you tau;,dit t!ie ^'eiularn;es ^auK' new trick?"
Ad. Monsieur de (Iranville let me out on parole."

'^ ou are pammoninfj mey"
'lou will see. Perhajts it will be your turn to wear the

l'!;|.-r||.IS."

• Iii-t then Corentin was saying to ^fonsieur de (iranville:

'Well, monsieur, it is just an hour since our man .-et out ;

:!!. vou not afraid that he nu'y have fooled vou ? lie i> on
H:. road to .S|)ain perhaps by this time, and we shall not find

liiin ihere, for Spain is a whimsical kind of country."

Jlither I know nothini; of men, or be will come back ; he is

i''!Mid by every interest ; he has more to look for at my hands
i!;:!i: be has to pive."

ll:bi-t.U])in walked in.

"MonsieTir le Cointe," said he. "I have good news for you.
• ' lies Collin, who had escaped. ha> been recai)tured."'

"\iid this," said .Iac(pies Collin, addressinir Monsieur de
'i :'iville, "is the way you keej) your word I—Ask your double-
1 '.,] airent where he took me."'

When'?" said the public prosecutor.

Close to the Court, in the vaulted passaire," said Mibi-

l.Miiin.

"Take your irons off the nuin," said Monsieur de (iranville
.'• iiilv. "And remember that you are to have him free till

f ii)her orders.—Co!—You luive a way of moving and acting
a- r you alone were law and police in one."'

SI

A,
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Tlu' i)iil)lic piMSdiilnr tiinii'il his li.icic mii l>il.i-l,iipin, who
liciaiiic (Iciidly [ijilc, I -jicri.illv iil ii Im.k rmiii .liiii|iic.> Collm,
ill which hi' iiMi] (ii~a>liT.

"I liavc Mill Imcii iiiM nf this rnoiii. I ('\[iim1ci| \Mii hmk.
mid \'iii (iiiiiiipi (|(jiiht tli;ii I hinc kc|i! in\ ',',(ir(l. ,i . sou ki'iit

ynlllV." ~A\{\ .Monsieur (\f •ir-:in>. lllr in I hi' I n||\ li'l.

"I III' II iiioiiiriit 1 ilid dmihi \Mii, -ir, ^md m im phici' per-

h;iji> Mill 'Aiillld liavi' lhnll;.;hl il~ ! did, hul uli rrHrrHnn I s,iw

that I ua- iiiijn-t. I hrii,^' v- u iiimv ih.iii vmi ran j^'ivr inr;

\i)ii had Mil iiitiT'^t in in'I ravin;,'- nii'.'"

'I'hc nia,L:iMral(' thi^hid a Innk al ('Mnntiii. This ;rhiiirc,

wliich (iiidd iml c^capi- 'rnniijii-hi- Muri, wlio ua- watchini'

.M(in.-irnr dc (iranviHc, dincti'd hi- alti'iitiuii \n ihr .-Irani:.'

littlr iihl man siitiiii: in ^m ariiH hair m a ruriirr. Wariii'il

at (iiKv li\ Ihn swift and an\inii- in-linrt ihat smits the

prcsi'iu-i' III' an cni'inv, ('ullin r\ani;tpi! llii- (iuMirr; hr saw al

a i,daiict' that the eyes were not -^i nid as tlie cu-tunie wmjlil

.-ii;.'-;,'est, and he (h'teeted a di.-uin.-i'. In <ine .-eeniid .Faei|iii'S

('(illin was ri'ven:,''ed mi ('nretiiin I'.rr the rajiid in>i,i,dit with

uhieli Cnrenliii had nnina-kid hiiii al Tevrade's.

"We are not. aluiie I"" said .laeipus Collin to .Monsieur dc

(iranvilie.

"No," Slid the ma^istrat<' drilv.

"And this ;,'entlenian is one of niv oldest acijnaintaiiccs, I

b('lie\'e,"' replied the eon\ ici.

He went forward. reco,uMii/ini:- Corentm, tlie real and euii-

fe.'-sed ori^'iiiator of |,ueien"s overthrow.

dacipies Collin, whose face was of a hrick-ivd line, for a

scan-eiv pereeplilih' inoineiit turned w hit' . almost a.-hv : all his

Idood rii>lied to his iieart. m) furious and niaddeiiini; was lii-

lonirin^' to sprin;,' on this dan,u-erons reptile and crush it : l)ut

he coir "oiled the hrutal inipiil>e. suppie,--inir it with the forn'

that made him so formidahle. He put on a jmlite maniK r

and the tone of ohseipiious civility wiiiih he had |iraclis.M

since assiimin-- the Lrarit of a jiric.-l of a .-uperinr Ord.-r, au'l

lit' bowed I'l th.e little old mail,

"Mun.-icur Cureiitin." said he, "do I owe the pleasure "i
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[111- IIM'ctili;,' to (llJIIlcc. (!'• ;i|M I >M llilpjn J> In Uv lllc clll.-f of

; Nir \ i.-ii Imtc r"

MiMlMiMir <ic (ilMIIMlIc'.- ;l.-!ulll>lil|lrlil Uil> ;it ils llri;,'(il. iUlll

!- ri iilil iKii hclj) -liiriiii,^ III the lun riifii ulm liii,| ihii- cnim-
'

'

I" I'l"'- -'ill ijiirs ('(.llin's lii'liiivior Jiiul I he tunc in whidi
• -|Mikc ilcii.itril ,1 ( '•i-i-:, jiritl hi' was tiirii)iis to know the

•I'l'i',^ iif it. I'll li.Mn^'- tliu> >ii(M.Mily jind niiraiulnii.-lv

!
M:,'ni/,(|, Corcniiii iln-w liiniM'll' u|i like a snake when vou

I'. ,1(1 uii ii~ lail.

'"\is, it i> I, ni\ iliar Aliln' (arln> ilirn'ra."

•\nil .iic \i)\\ lure."' >ai(| 'l'ri>ni|i«'-la-.Miiil. "to intcrfi^ri'

I' MiiMii inuh-icur the [nililh- |in)-r(ntnr ami iiic? Ami I so
1

1

:|i|iy a< i(( Im' the (jlijcri iif i .nr of I Iid.-c nc^^ot iations in which
nr lali'nls ^llin(• so l)rij:hll\ ?— lifiT, .Mon>iriir \v Conitf."

li.' rnn\ id wrnl mi, "not to waste time so precious as voiirs is,

I' ml llie>c— they a I'e samples ol' mv wari's."

AmiI he held oni to Mon-ieiir ile (iranviiie three letters,

«h[i h he took out of his hn-ast-pocket.

"Ami while yr)ii are stii(lyin«r iheui. I will, with your per-
ii':--i(>n, ha\i' a little talk with this ;,''ent leiuan."

•'loll do me ^M-eat honor," said C'oreiitiii, who cotild not
f 'ip Lnviiii; a liltie ,-liiver.

"'loll achieved a perfect success in our liusiness." said
•'m. [lies Collin. -I was heateii," he adile<| li;,'htly, in the tone
el a ifamhler who has lost his money. ••|iii' you left some men
"i I he (ii-ld

—

vuiir victory cost vo: dear."

'le.-. said Coreiitii), taking' uji tlu' jest, "vou lost vour
M.iii (11. and I lost my two ca-tles."

I'll! Conten.-on was a mere pawn," said Jaeipies Collin
S' 'riifully; "you may easily replace him. Vou reailv are—

•

iiHew me to praise you to your face—you are, on inv word of
li"i or, a inaLrniiicent man."

\. no, I how to your superiority," replied Corentin, as-

in>r the air of a professional joker, as if he said, "If v
i-''.!n luimhuii-, hv all moans hiMnhii"-! 1

ou
have overvthinfj at

lonimand, while y..ii ai'c siiiLHe-lianded, so to speak.
oil! Oh!" said Jacijues Colliu.
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;

"Ami \nn uciv MTV mar uitiiiiiiK ll'" ila.v '."
siiil Cori'iitin

iiutK 111- ihr c\( liiiii.iliMii. -Wni arc ,|iiitf tlic iiio-t rxtraor.li-
nan iiiaii I ^\,i i,„ l m my lil'r. ami I lia\r mvii niaiu sny
«'\tianr.|niarv mm. Tnr ilm,-,. 1 has.' (,, work uitli m,. arc ali

rniiarkal.lr lur ilmim ami huM Mli.'iMiiH'

' "'-• '"' iii> -111.-. M'l-v iiilimalc with the late Dii,

•iOlraiitn; 1 havr uu!k<(| I'm- L,,uis X \ III. wli..n h,- was ..a

tlic tlin.iir; .tml. \i ii.ii h,. uji, ,.m|,.(|, fur the Kmiicror iiml for
''" I'll-''. i,,i\. V,,ii have llir triiadly ,,( |,(,ii\..|. iIr. |„.-t

polilir.il iiiMnnmiii I r\,.r met uiiIi;'|mi1 v-u arc as sii[.|.:..

as the prince nf ,1: j,|M.,mic.. And whal aiixiliari.'s v.ui iuuc'
I uuiihi -iw 111,;:

;, a ||,,„| I,, ihc ,-iiillutiiic if I c,,iiiil have in

iiiv .-crvKc ihc OMik \\\u, lived uiih jhM.r liitjc Iv-thcr. .\n.i
where .In y,,.i liiul Mich hcaniiful crciiiirc- as the woman ulio
took the .Icuc-^" pla.e for Moii>iciir de .Xiiciii.^eii y I (loni
know where (,, -e| ihem u hen I want tlieiii."

'•.MoiiHciir, inoii>ieur. \ou o\cr|M)Wer mc," said .)ac(|iir-

Collin. ••.Such |)rai>c rrom you will turn mv head
"'

••It l> de-er\ed. Why. yoli t..ok 111 I'cyr.idc; he helie\e.|
you to he ;: |,o|i,v otlicer-^he!— I tell you what, if VOU ll.lil

not had that I'ool of a hoy to take lari." of. voii would lia\i'

thrashed its."

"Oil ! iiionsicur, hut you an- ror;.'('ttiiii: Conten.son dis;riii-e,|

as a mulatto, and I'eyrade as an Kn<,dishiiiaii. .\ctoi-s ha\c
the sta<,a' to hcl|) them, hut to he so perfect hv daylif,dit. and ai

all hours, no one hut you and your men
"

•'Come. n()W."'>aiil Cort'iitin. "we arc t'ullv convinced of our
worth and merits. And here we .-tand each' of us (piite alone.

1 have lost my old friend, von your youn<: companion. I. t'.ir

the moment, am in the stroiijr.-r |)o>ition. why should we imt
do lik ' the men in l'.\iihrr(]>- (/<> .\,{nl.<* I offer you my
liaiid. i nd say. 'I^et us emhrace. and h-t hy^riuies be bygones.'
Here, ill the pivseiiee of Monsieur le Comte. I propose tc sivc
you full and plenary absolution, and you shall be one of my
men. the chief next to me. and perliaf)s mv successor."
"You really ullVr nie a situation?" said daeiiues Collin.
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\ iiKc sitiijifidti iin!i'('(l!~ out of the tlr.' inti) tlic f

121)

ryiiij(-

I uill he 111 ii >|ilirn' uIhti' yniir tiilciits will he lii:.'lily

.ii('<| jiiid well |mhI fur. ami ymi will act nt vuiir rase.

'\iTiiiM(Ml polid' an- mil frcr frum [utiIs. I. as voii

.i\c alrcaiK Imch iiiipri>()mil t WlCC, III II I am iinm
r-i' fur that. And wc travi'l, uv arc uliat uc cIiuum' ((»

r We [inil liic wire* (if jiolitKal (lrama>, and arc
'.Mill pnlitciicss liy very ^'I'cat jicnplr.—Come, my dciir

~ ( iiiiin. (Ill \iiii .-av vcs !

a\i' vtiii (irdcrs Id ad in tiiis iiiatlir; lid tile con-

iiid.'" replied ('crcritin. di'li;,'lit(Ml at ills
ia\c a free lia

ipiiy idea.

ti air trilliii;,' with riic ; vmi an- vcrv -lircu'd. and v (111

i\\"W that a man mav \i- suspicions (if vmi.— Vdii havt

niurc than otic man hy tyin;,' him up in a sack after mak-
iiini l:o into it of jijs own accord. I know all voiir ^'reat

lie^—the Moiitaiiinn case, the Siineiise husiness—the
.MiireiiL'o of espioiiap'

iitor

aid Corentin, "you have some esteem for the puhlic

lid .hnques Collin, howinj; respectfully, '"I admire
le character, his linnness. Ids dignity. I would jrive

IV life to make him happy. Indeed, to he<rin with, I will
1^ tn end to till' dangerous condition in which Madame

ri/v now 1?

Mi-ieur de (iranvillo turned to liim with a look of sat is-

Iheii a>k him," Corentin went on. "if I have not full
r to snatch you from tlie degrading position in which you
i. and to attach you to me."
: is <|Uite true," said Monsieur de (Iranville, watcl
"II' ict.

ve ahsoliilioii for the past

euce

ling

aliv and truly ! I mav h

iiroimise of succeeding to you if I give sullicient evid
intelligence V"

t:'
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•i«'t\vccii two such iiini a- uc jiiv tliciv can bo no mis-
iind.T.Maiuliii-," s.hI Cuiviiihi, with a l^nllv air that mi-'ht
have lakcij anvhi.dv in.

" "

•And the j.iicc <,f tlic hai-ain is, 1 su|.p.,K., the surrender
ol tlK.sc tlirce packets of Icitcrsr" said dacjucs Collin.

"1 did not think it \.ouhl he necessary to .siv so to vou
•'

"My dear .Monsieur Corentin;" .siid'TroniiH-la-.M'ort, witii
irony worthy of thai wiiicli made the fame of Tahna in the
part oi Xiconiede, "I l)e^r ,„ ,le,line. I am mdehted to -on
lor the knowK'd-e of what I am worth, and of the iniportaiur
you attach to seeing me deprived of mv weapons— 1 will iievcr
forget it.

'•At all times ami for ever I shall be at vour service, but
instead uf >a\iiii: with i{o!>ert Macaire, -Lei us embrace:' I

I'inbrace you."

lie seized t'orcntin round the midille so sudilenly that the
other could not avoid the hug; he clutched him to' his heart
like a doll, kissed him on both cheeks, carried him Wke i

feather with one hand, while with ih,. other he opened ti:

door, and then .<et him down outside, .piito battered bv thi^
rough ireaimeiit.

"(iood-bye. my ,lear fellow," said Jac(|ues Collin in a low
voi.r, and m Corentin's ear: "the length of three corpses
parts you In.m me; we have measured swords, thev are of the
sime tem]u.r and tlu; same length. I.cl us treat" each other
with due re>iMvt; but 1 mean to he vour wpial, not your
subordinate. Armed as y(ni would he. it strikes me you would
be too dangen.us a general for your lieutenant. We will
place a grave between us. Woe to vou if vou come over on to
my territory !

"You call yourself the State, as footmen call themselves
by their master's names. For my part, I will call niv.<elf

-Justice. We shall often meet: let us treat each other with
'hgnity and j.ropriety— al! the more because we shall alwavs
remain—atrocious blackguards," he added i i a whisper. '-I

set you the example liy emiiraeing you
"

C.uvMtin stood nonplussed for the'lii-.-t time in his life, and
allowed his terrible antagonist to wring his baud.
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"If ,«o," said lie, "l think it will be to our interest on both

-(li> to rcin;iin chiiins."

\\'e shall be stn)n<,'t'r each on our own side, but at the

-.iiiic tiint' more <laii^^<'rous," added Jac(|Uos Ciillin in an un-

li'i'lnin'. •"And VDU will allow nic to call on yuu to-morrow
!" ask for sonic pledge of our agreement."

'Well, well," .-aid roreiitin amiably, "you are taking tlie

r;i-e out of niy hands to place it in tlio>e of the public pros-

Kiiiur. '\ ou will helj) Iiini to proinnlion : but 1 t'anuol but

eun to you that you are actitig wisely.

—

I'.ibi-i.upin is too well

kiii'U n ; he has served his turn ; if you get his place, y<iu will

ii.ive the oidy situation that suits you. 1 am delighted to see

;. I'U in it—on my honor——

"

Till our next meeting, very soon," said .lacipies Collin.

"n turning round, Trompe-la-.Mort >aw the public pros-

' ntor sitting at his table, his head resting on his hands.

"Do you mean that you can save the Comtesse de Serizy
':oiii going mad';'" asked Monsieur de (iranviUe.

"In five minutes," said .Iac<|ues Collin.

"And you can give me all those ladies" letters?"'

"Have you read the three?""

"^es,"" said the magistrate vehemently, "and I blush for

:lie women who wrote them."'

'"Well, we are now alone; admit no one, and let us come
'" lerms,'" said .Jacipu's Collin.

"l-lxcuse me. Justice must first take its course. Monsieur
I iniusot has instructions to seize your aunt."'

"lie will never find her,"" snid .lacipies Collin.

"Seareli is to be made at the 'remple, in the house of a

li'iiioiselle Paccard who superintends her shop."

"\othing will be found there but rags, costumes, diamonds,
.liiforins However, it will be as well to cheek Monsieur

' .iiiiusot"s zeal.""

Monsieur de (iranville rai'g. and sent an ollice messenger
'•' ioire ]Monsieur Camusot to ccunc and ^peak with him.
"Xow," said he to .lacipies Collin, "an v'nd to all this I I

^wuit to know your recipe for curing the Countess."

hm
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U

"]\Ioiisi('ur lo Conite." siid tlie convict very gravely, "I wms,
as yon kiinw. sentenced to live vcars' ponal servitiido for
forgery. Hut I |.,ve my l.lM-rtv.--This passion, like ev.rv
other, had defe.ned Its <,\vn end. for lovers who insist on ador-
ingeach other loo fondly end hy (jnarreling. Bv dint of es-
cai)ing an.l heing nraptur.'d alternately. I have served seven
years on th.^ hnlks. So you have notJiing to remit but tli."

ad.ied terms I ..iirne.l in quod— i beg pardon, in prison. I

have, m fad. serveil my time, and till some nglv job can hr
proved again>t nu—which I defy dustice to 'd(>. or even
Corentm—

I
ought to be reinstated in mv rights as a Frem h

citizen.

"What is life if I iim banned from Paris atid subject to tlio

eye of the |.oliee? Where can I go. what can 1 do? Y.,i,
know my capabilities. You have seen Corentin, that store-
houM' of treachery and wile, tnrn ghasilv pale before rne.

and doing justice to my pou.M-s.—'i'hat man has bereft me nf
everything: for it was he, and he alone, who overthrew the
edifice of i.ueien's fortunes, by what means and in whose in-
terest I know not.—Corentin and Canmsot did it all

"

"No recriminalions," said .Monsieur de (Jranville; ".tjv,.

mo (he facts."
^

"Well. then, these an> the facts. I.ast night, as I held
in my hand the icy hand of that dead youth, I vowed l-

myself that I would give up the mad contest I have kept up
for twenty years past against society at large.

"^ on will not belie\e me capable of religious sentinientalitv
after what I have ^aid of my religious opinions. Still, \i\

these twenty year< I have M'cn a great deal of the seamy si.lr

of the world. 1 have known its baek-stairs, and f have di>-
cerned. in the march of events, a Power which you call Provi-
dence and I call Chance, and which my companions call Luck.
Every evil deed, however quickly it mav hide its traces, is

overtaken hy some retribution. In this strug;:],. for existence,
when the game is going well—when you have quint and
qnatorze in your hand and the lead—the candle tumbles
over and the cards are burned, or the playiT has a fit ef
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;'['.. [.l,'\y I

—

'I'liiit is Lucifii's story. 'I'hiit hoy, that an;,'(>l,

' J not committed tin- sliadow of a (riiiir: ln' let liimst'lf lio

j.^i. he let thing's 'ro I lie was to marry .MadcmoisclK' do

iirandlicu. to be iiiadf marquis; he liad a line t'ortuiif;—
\\<'\]. -,] prostitute poison.- herself, she hides tiie ])riee of a

riilieate of stoek, and the whole structure so laboriously

iiiiilt up crumbles in an instant.

'.\nd who is the first man to deal a blow? A man loadtMl

u]i!i secret infamy, a monster who, in the world of finance,

!,,i- committed such crimes tiiat every coin (d' his vast i'or-

inni' has been diiiped in the tears of a whole family [see la

.]!-:isoii Xiicinijt'ii\—by Nueinucn. who has been a l(';.^ali/'-ed

.1; i|iies Collin in the world of money, llowcvi'r, you know

li- well as I do all th" iiankruptciis and tricks for which that

mill deserves hanjiin<r. My fetters will leave a mark on all

III'- actions, however virtuous. To be a shuttlfcock between

tuu racquets—one called the hulks, and the other the jiolice

- is a life in which success mean.s ncvir-ending toil, and

v< -Mr and (juiet seem cpiite imjxissible.

'.\t this moment, .Monsieur de (iranville, daciiues Collin

I- iiuricd with Lucieii. who is bein^ now sprinkleil with holy

uaiiT and carried away to J'ere-Lachaisc. What I want

- ;i |ilaee not to live in, i)ut to die in. As tlunjzs are, you,

n jTcscnting Justice, have never cared to make the released

(p!i\i(tV social status a concern of any interest. Though
I'll- law mav be satisfied, -ut-icty is not : society is still sus-

! ^ous. and does all it can to justify its suspicions;

1 regards a released convict as an im|los^il)ll creature;

: ought to restore hiin to his full rights, but, in fact,

'•' jirohibits liis living in certain circles. Society says to the

I r wretch. 'Paris, which is the only place you can be hidden

111: Paris and its suburbs for m) many miles round is the for-

ii'iilen land, you sliall not live there I' and it subjects the

I iivict to the watchfulness of the ]ioliec. Do you think that

'ifr is possible under such conditions? To live, ilie convict

' 'i4 work, for he does not come out of prison with a

1 'rtune.

• i

.
-'

uMiiLji
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'•Vol, .mn;:,. ,„an,T> >,. ,hat h, is plainly tickcU.,! nro|;^n..,l. In. ,., nannl. and .h.n v,.„ L. tl.a, lus n:il ^
<'<'';.^ Hill M-uM Inn,. ul,..n s.-cHv an,l j. -icr a„d .wor an..,,, ,„n..,,.no,. Von ..„..„„ l.iln t,. st™,!

"'I h- '

'

will, ,

One ci

of ti

on

li-iii. 'I

pr..-

W'Hof.nunW ln,nv.u. Hi. ,,,.„, „„,i,„ „,,„„,,„..

•
Hi

(
pn,..,,.. .vha, l,Mva..l,:f,„.,l„. |,.,„.,s.vh,..han>n;

'"""""; Pl-v ,n. „n an alhv wiil, ^on-1, ('.'
,.

;' >""• •'-^-"•'' -ihn.. I.,,,.,. ,.„v ,n von,: ,,„w..r. Yo„;
""•-„,,.., ,nay I,.,,-!, ,1,.,,.. a,Ml ,ln,v w,il in' .nvn un t.

n-s win .. ,,;.,n,.Mlv wi.i„ng ,„ .i,,. np ,|,i. stru>-I,.
''''"''";''•':"'''

'i'''''>'M-l--ro,.,nvM.ll'nnd.T,h,.:un'

^,.,,
""'•^•••''';""'^"l"-n tonn. that i. to' l.ron,.. ,|,e s(tv-^oUhe pow..,- ,„a, u.n.l„.s „.

;

,nd a. .oon a> tl,i. nl.a dau
;>n.n...,..l.ou...,'.,,iH,l.p,,k..,,,,,,,,.,„^

n,y.. .,,„, ta,n,li,.s a,v at my .n.aw. Ho not sun-

111,,,.

"I ask no pri.v |',,r ,)i,„i; 1 d,, „,,t sell , i"in. Alas! M,,ii-

•;'•. I ,|H.n,|„ ,h„ L„M..n,n...l.t>onu.davlH. indan...,•'

1
a >and,adu.^o,n,.'-^,M^w,tl,apa.~po,^I..^

W,,..aandl,v,.,n,l,oudd,.,-n,.ss.
1 l.a^o all ,1,. d.anu't.r-

it-lics ol a .~ava,u('.

"TI,oM. ar. ,h,. ilionghts that ra,n.. to .nc in tin- ni-dit-our
. .,.k„o d„nl,t. ,.a,.,.,..d v., a n.o.a,.. I s.;;hv

•

V\ Ip I .au u ha, p,v..aut,n,,s yon took to save Lncie,,-s"'>",.
.y

Iron, .ny Main, i ,|,.di,.,,t,.d n,v l.fo to von-a no.,-.W,, ,...,no,,.n,.,...a,..d.orit:-it.^^^^^^^^^^^
-iC ,i,o,„ ,1„. ,a,- that ,av. i, l.ght. th. happino>s
l'.'t,don(,rd„. tl),. ,h„n,h, ,h,.„ gav. „ Manning, thrpPK-

1" ^'l\c yni Ihr lluvc park,.|> ,,r Irttfl'S "
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Morisit'ur (k' (Iraiivillc lioucd liis head.

•| ut'iil (Idwii into llif pri.-nii-yanl. and tli<rr 1 t'oimd the

II. r-Hii^ ^uillv id' llu' Naiilcrrr cmni', a.- well a.- my littio

(hiiiii i(>in|iaiii(iii witlnii an imli <d' the cliuppcr as an in-

\M;;inlar\ ai-ci^.-orv al'lrr the fact,"' JacijUrs Cullin wml on.

-! discovered tlial l>il)i-l-u|iin is I'lieatinj,' llu' aulhorities.

tii.ii one (if lii.- intii niurdri'rd the Crutiat-. Was not this

j.rip\ideMlial, as vdu >a_v r— Sd I perceived a reiiiule pos.-iliility

.
i
ilninLT pioil. of turning' my .udfts and the di.-mal experience

I l;.i\i' irained to account for the iiendit of society, id' liein.ir

i,M I'ld instead of nnst-hievoiis. and I ventured to confide in

\.iiir juduint'id. your ircnero.~ily.""

Tile man's air (d' candor, (d' arlle>>ness, id' childlii<c siin-

jiiiciiv, as h(- made \n> confes.-ion. without liitterness, or that

|i|ii!o~opliy of vice winch had Intlierto made him so terrihle

In JK-ar. was like an a!)solute t ransi'ormaiioii. Ih' was no

l.'iiL'cr himself.

•1 have sucli implicit tru>t in yon,"" he weid on. with the

liiunilitv of a jienitcnt. "that I am wholly at your mercy.

\'<\\ see nie with three roads open to mc—suicide. America,

niid the Hue de .ler^l^alem. liihi-F.tipin is rich: he lias

served his turn: ho is a doiihiv'-faced rascal. .\iid if you

set me to work a.uainst him. I would catch him red-handed

]\] some trick within a week. If you will put ine in that:

:-iieak"s shoes, vou will do society a real service. I will he hon-

1-1. I have everv (piality that is needed in the profession. I

am hetter educated than i'.ilti-Lu|)in : I went throu;:li my
>!'noolin<i: up to rhetoric: I siiall not hluiider a> he does: I

imve verv <:ood manners when I choose. My sole andution is

''I hecome an instrument <d' order and repression instead of

\:r\uix tlie incarnation of conniption. I will enlist no more

I'lcrints to the army of vice.

"In war. monsieur, when a hostile j:cneral is captured, he

i- not shot, you know; his sword is returned to him, and his

iriison is a larjze town : well. I am the .<.'eneral of the hulks,

:ind 1 have surrendered.— I am heaten. not hy the law. hut

hy death. The sphere in which 1 crave to live and act is

I

'^^^^1
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|1..' onlv om. tlu.. is M„t..,l to me. :uu] tlu>ro I can dovolop tlu-

"Dccid..."

AfHl Ja,-.,,;,... Col!,,, stoo,] in ,•„, MtiUuh of diir.dcnt <i,1,-
nii>si(iii.

"Vou place the j.ttrrs i„ ,„v haiMJ.s then?" said the puhl,.

-Von have ,„lh to M.nd lo,- the,,,; thev will he deliveivd
to vour ,ii,.>.M.,i^,.i-."'

"Hut how-:'"'

,,;!,''!''"'''
^'*'"'" ''''"' ''" '"".-'^^'•"f'''-^ "dnd. and kept up tl.p

"Von pron.ised n.e to ,.o„„„„to the capital ,entencr on
talv. for twenty years" pn.al s.rvitude. Oh, I an. not re-mindm^r you of that to drive a l.uvain," he ad.led ..a-erl-p'ln^ ^ onMeur ,1. (;,.anv,ll..-s expn.ssion ; -.hat life should
t«' sate for other reasons, tin. hid is inno.vnt "

"Mow nn, f to .irct ,he h-tters?" asked tlio pnhiie pro-.-
ofu o,-. "I, ,, ,„,. ,,^,,„ ^,„,, „,^. ,^„,,„^.^^ ^^ convinee nns,.|f
tha you are the nian yon say y„u are. 1 „uist have vou
without conditions.

".Send a .nan yon can trust to the Flower Market on the

T7u ?V T/'"'"
"'" " ""'"""'^

'^''"P, under the .iuu of
Ach.lles' shield " "

"That house r"

_

"Yes," ,s.i<l Jaecpies Collin, sniilin- hitterlv, "mv shield
IS there.—

>. our n,an will ..re an old won,an"d,-es.<;,l, as I
t<.Id you l,ef..re, like a fisl.-wo.nan who has saved nioncv-
oarr.n^^s ,n her ,.a,-s. and eloth.'s like r rich market-woman "s

n.' mnst a k lor Madan.e de Saint-Esteve. Do not omit
tlie dr. And no must say. 'I have eona^ from the puhlie
p.-osee„tor to tVt.h you know what.-Y,n, will imn.ediatelv
receive three sealed ])ackots."

"All the letters are there?" said Monsieur de Granville
"filer,, js no tr.ekin.ir you; you did not get your plaeo

te.r nolhinj,r: said dacques Collin, with a smile "1 h'O
you still think me capahle of testing vou and givinc. you so
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iiiii'ii iihiiik paptT.— \(.: you (I,, not kimv inc." slid lie. "I
iiii-i Mill ii> fi .-on tru.-t.- his fallicr."

•^ 'Ml will be taken hack to the Coiicicr; rii'." .-aid the mag-
iMr.itc. -and tliiTc auait a decision as to VDiir I'ale."

MonMciir iU- (iraiiMlle ran^, and said to the oHicc-boy who
.i:>\HTcd :

inir .Mon-icui- (larnerv to come here, if he is in his.

llcMdes the fort y-cin^ht jiolicc eoininissioncrt; who watch
'>ci I'ai-is like forty-ei<,dit petty Providences, to sav nothin<r of
ilic -iiardians of I'uhlic Safety— and who Iiavi" earned Ihe
nuknaine of ijuart il'nil. in tiiicves" >lai!,ir. ii <juarter of an
<\'\ hecanse there are four of tlieni to each district.— bcsiij-js

I'
•
-'. there are two coinini.->ioners attached ei|iiallytothe police

^iii.j lo the le-.il authorities, whose duty it is to undertake
lie ne;.'otiation. atul not fn fiuentlv lo serve as d(

:ie cxainiiiin:: jud^a's. The ollice of liiese t

I'olice coiiiniissioners are al^o nia<:istra

puties

wo ina^nst rates,

es, is known as
i:.. Iiele<,rates' otiice ; for they are, in fact. deh'^r.,ted on eacl

Ml. 11, and fornially einj)owered to carry out inijiiiries or
(.1-. ,1

HIT. -I-.

'i'iiese functions demand i lien of ripe ai:e, proved iii-

1- iiiu-eiicc. ;rreat rectitude, and perfect discretion; and it is

of the miracles wroujrht hy lleawn in favor of I'aris
tlrii -ome men of that stamp are aluavs for

liption of tile I'alais de dustice wuild b

thcominif. Any

V. :;!i(iiit d

II' 1 ncomplete
lie mention of these jircreitlirc olliciaU, as thev

called, the most powerful adjuncts of the law ; f

1 it must be owned that the foreo of circutnst

'i-o^jrated the ancient pomp and wealth of justice, it

or

mcesi

IIMi

aterially piined in many wav:

•hinery is admirably perfect.

In P iiris especially

Min>ieur de (iranville had .sent his secretary. M.»nsieiir de
' ' luelKcuf, to attend Lucien's funeral; he needed

for this
siilist

business, a man he could trust, and Mon-
ii- (iarnery was one of the commissioners in the Delcrates

e'liee.

1
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"Moiisioiir,"' >ai(l .laopic^ Celliii, 'i have alnjidy proved
to you that I have a -ni-r n( iimior. Voii let iiir <^<i free,

and I lamc back, lly ilii.- iinii' ilic I'lmcral inu.-s for liia i.h

is I'luii'd ; tlii'V will lie earning' liiiii lu the ^'ravo. Iii>ir;nl

(4 rciiiandiii;,' iiic In the ('nii(irri:i ric, ^rivc me leave to inj.

low tile li(i_v"s hi.ijy In i'ere-l.aeliai>t'. 1 will come back aud
surrender iii\>eir jiri.-dnei'.""

"(lo," >aid MniiMcnr de (iraiiville. in tlie kin(le>t tone.

'"One word more, moii>iein. 'i'lie money ljelon;,Mnj: to

that <:irl— LiicienV mi.-tre>

—

was not .-tnlen. During the

.short time of lilierty you allowed me. I (|m>tioiied her M-r-

vants. I am >iiie of th'/ni as you are id' your two coninn^-

sioners of the i )e!ei;ate>" olli(e. The money paid for ihe

certificate sold hy .\ladcmoi.-elle hNther (Jobx'ck will cer-

tainly he found in her room when the seals a'-" removed.

Jier maid remarked to me ihat the deceased wa ;,iven to

mystery-making, and \ery di-i rn-i fill : she no doulil hid the

banknotes in her bed. Let the hi'-L^tead be care'ullv ex-

amined and taken to |)ieees. the mattresses un.sewn— the

money will be f-iimd."

'^'oii are sure of that
!'"'

''1 am (juite sure of the relative honesty of inv raseals;

they nevtT jday any tricks on me. I hold the ])ower of life

and death; 1 try and condemn them and earrv out inv

sentence without all your formalities, ^'ou can .see for vour-

self the results of my authority. J will recover the money
stolen from Monsieur and .Madame (fottat; I will hand ym
over one of IJihi-hupin's men, his right hand, cauglit in the

act ; and I will tell you the secret of the Xanterre murders.

'I'his is not a had beginning. .\nd if you only employ nie

in the service of the law and the police, by the end of a viar

you will be satisfied with all 1 can tell you. I will be thor-

oughly all that I ouglit lo be, and shall manage to succeni

in all the business that is placed in my hands."

"I can promise you nothing but my goodwill. What yu
ask is Hot in my ])ower. The privilege of granting pardons

is the King's alone, on the recomnn'ndation of the Keeper
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i>( the Seals: and tlir place \()ii uivh {,, li,,|,l i^ in the gift

nl liir I'ret'et of I'lilice."

"Mi'ii-ieiir (laniery." llie ollici'-bdy aiinnuneed.

\! ;i nod from Mnii>ieur de (Iranvdie the l>eleL'att' eorii-

!i.:--."nir eaniu in. ^^lanced at .laeques ('(p|!ni a^ one who
kr- U-. and >rnl|ied down hi- astoiii.-hfiieiit on hearing: tiio

U''d "(io!" ^j)uken lo .laeqUfB Collin by Monsieur de (Irau-

• \ll<i\v ine," said Janjiies ("(tllin. "to remain here till

.M"ii-ieur (iariierv has retnrned uiih the d(»cuments in

\*''''h al! m\ .-ir-'mrlli lie-, thai I may take away with me
.-"i;ie e\))rev.-i()n (if \(inr .-ati^facti(»ii.'"

Thi- ah.-ohite luimility and >ineerity touehed the public
jii' -I ciitor.

"'ill. said he; '"I can (le|)end on vou."

'ii'|nc> ('(ijlin lidwcd humbly, with the submissivenoss
el an interior to his nia>ter. 'i'en minutes later. Mon-ieur
li' iiian\ille wa-; in ]>o>-e»ioii of the letters in three .-caled

I'i'''l- Ihat hail not been opened I l'.ut the importance
"I !!ii- point, and .facipu-s Collin^ avowal, had made liini for-

i:<-, the convictV promi>e to cure .Madame de Seri/.v.

U hen once he was outside, ,)ai les Collin had an in-
li'-t rdiable i-eri-e of sat i>faetion. lie felt he was free, and
l"Mn to a new pha>e of life. He walked (juieklv frnm tiu'

!' :i~ to the Church (d" Saint-(;ermain-ile--|'re>. ulicrc ma.-s
'*n- uver. The collin was beino; spri)|,|,.d with liolv water,
in-'i he arrived in time thu.- to bid fareucij. in a Christian
ta-'iiuu. to the mortal remains of the voulh be bad ln\id so
*^' ' 'riieii he Li'ot into a earria;,'e and dro\e alter the body
I" !he cemetery.

In Paris, nnhss on very e.veeptional occasions, or wlien
-aie famous man has died a natural death, the ernwd that
pi!!iir- about a funeral diiiiini-hes by de^revs a- the pro-
" --ion approaches i'ere-ivachaise. People make time to
-!!"'. themselves in .Jiurch: but every one has his business
I" .:;iend to. and returns to it as miou as ]J^l^-ible. Thus of

II

-
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nouriiiriir carrinLrcs. diilv I'diir ^^^I(' occt
liMi.' they rrarlicd I'nv-I,

U il"/i|l rnlloUcr-, ilMlol

ipiiil. My tl

!i'liai-f tliii'c ucfi' not iiiorc t lan

Thiit

1,1; ulioiii UK- liaMi;;na(

ri^'lit
; it is Weil ih.ii \n,i ;irc faithful to 1

i-ai.i .larijiir- Cdlliii I,, lii^ ,,|(|

Ulll,

ac'iiiaiiitaiii'

l>a-lmn,ic -larlcl uitii >iiri)n>o at xcin^' \'aiit rin.
lalin. >l.i il"\\-l,.,;,r<i(T at Madame

^ '""li"''' - "I am voiir >l;,vr. ij' milv lHM;,ii>r i (iml von hvK.
)'> '"•'!• '- ""' '" <l'-i'i><(l; I am. nv .hall |„.. „i„r.. powrr-
1"1 tlii'ii .^cr. W a >li|,|MMi your .ahl,.. ami ynu .li.l it vry
<-l*-wrly: hut .\ou iiuiy ii,r,l uw yrt. ami I will always he at
your -ITS id'.'"

"J5ul \\ liat ari' \ou ^oiu^r to i]n'f"

'•'I'o Mipply i;„. hulks with l(Ml;r,.,-s instead of ludi'in'^
there.'" rrtilird .la(i|Uf> Ci.llin.

Ha>ti^niac '^nw a -liruii' of <lis^Mist.

"iJut if you wi'H' rol'hid "

Hasti^rnac hiirrinl on In i,r,., ;,way from .hx'ciucs Collin.
"You (1.) not know what (•ir( umMaii.r,-. vou niav lliid your-

self in."
'

•'

They -In,,,! hy the .irrave du-- hy iho sid,. of K^lher's.
"Tu-o b.'in.irs wh,. lowd rarh oihrr. and wh,. were happv

!"

said .lae(|ues Collin. -'I'lirv aro unit,d.— it is som«' comfort
to rot to;r,.|||,,,..

I „.|i| |„. |,,|,.j,.,| !„,,.,,.••

When l.ucieirs hoily was hiwcr.'d into the Ljrave, Jaequcri
Collin fell iM a .Irad faint. 'rhi> sinm- man e,add m^t m-
<linv the hn-h, raliir nf il„. ^padrfnl.^ of ,arth thrown hv the
grave.li,L-ers on the eoilin as a hint for their pavment.

'

.»ust then two men .d' the eorps .d' Tuhlie SalVi\' came up;
they leeoirni^ed Jaeipies Collin, luted him up. and carried him
to a harkiicy eoacli.

"What IS up now:-" askod .Fae,jue> Collin when he re-
covered consciousness and had lookeil ahoul him.

Ho >a\\ him-elf iietween two constahle-. (uie ,,( whom was
Kulfard

; and he ^rave him a look winch j.ien-ed the niurdeivrV
soul to the viTy depths of la (ionore"s scent.

"\\hy, the public prosecutor wants you," rei)lied Ruffanl,
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iiii| wf have hfcii liiiiitinj,' for you rvcrvwInTf. and fninnl

}"ii 111 llir cfMii'lrrv, w licrc vnii li.id iioiirlv takcti a header
11;1.> ih.lt Imi\ > ;.'l.i\e."'

.I,hi|iie^ Ciilliti \\a> -ileiit l(ir a inuineiit.

•|-
il i!il)i-l.n|iin that i> after ine'r" he a^ked i he otlier

In 111.

\". .M()ii>ieiir (Janierv heiii iis to liiul v<>ii,"

"And lie told von imthiii;,'?"

I he iwo men looked at each other, lioldiii;,' council in e.x-

i'!'--i\e jiantotninie.

'< 'inie. what did he say wlicn he ^Mve \(in yonr orders?"
lie hid us fetch you at once,"' >aiil K'ntlanl, "and said we

.-hiiilij lind you at the Churth of Saiut-tu'rinaiii-des-l'rt's;

:. if the funeral had left the church, at the ( fnietcrv.''

"The puhlic proHcuior wants me?"
i'd-haps."

"That is it," said .(acijue-; Collin; "he wants my assist-

\i:d lie relapsed into silence, which j,n-eatly puzzled the

! >
- t unstahles.
''

'
iiliout haif-pa>t two .Facipies Collin once more went up

I M'insiciir de (iranville's room, and found there a fresh

iiriiMil in the person of .Mon>ieur de (iranville's predecessor,

I > Ciiinte Oitave de Bauvan, one of the J're.-ideiits of the
< " iit of Ap[)eals. «

^ nil forijot Madame de Serizy's dan^'ennis condition, and
1! .: \ou had promised to save her."

"A-k these rascals in what state they found me, mon-
>;• !ir. said .Jae(pies Collin, signing to the two constuhles to
(••iile in.

"I nconscious, monsieur, lying on the edge of the grave
ef i!i'' young man they were hurying."

">ive Madame de Seri/.y," said the Comte de IJauvan,
" 'I'l vdu shall have wliat you will."

I II -k for nothing. " said .Jacques Collin. "1 surrendered
'•' diMretinn, and Monsieur de Granville must have re-

u,.ed "



142

1B»'V

A roriMi.sws [.||-K

-All llM.|,.tt..rsu.." a,,], !„• „,.;,,.„..,.., -Hu. y.,,. prom-

;l Hill ,1 vain liua-' ';"
ii>"n. Can Will ? W,i,,

"'.'",'l"' '
''"•" ''pli...l./a,.|u,., Cnlhn m.Hlr.-tlv.

\\<'ll. Ili.'ii. .,.,„. uiil, „„..••
,s,i,| (•

,,. n,!a\,..^"' "''"^";'--
' ^^'11 '-, I,. -.„,, ,„ ,,„, .„„„ ^

^^,:""1'^" ;-'-;-""— '• 1.:-.....!,„. .TV..,..
;•'"•

'
"'I "" l-;-'in In- ,h-.n.,|„,n^' „. (.,. i,a,.k ,,. ,.„.

'--'•-.I u, 111,,. ,|,.n. .,.,„, ar„,.;.„. T,.lllH.r I.,., ..,;•.

p' '^'•""'' '-"-HM^' „.,.... I,,,., I.,. AM,,-. CaH,,. Il.nvn-

'V',"""'":"""
"' '".^ ^'-" ^^'11 '-',.!.,. ;,n ,m,.n..H..„ ..„ I,,.;

-n^lu. I.I.. par. ,,| a Span^
... .lo s<w,.u..h

"I >li.ill flinl v„„ iIht,. a( al„,ut r,.„r o-r!,„.k;" sai.l M„n-

ixfcpcr rii ( ii,. N,.a|s.

.'p|U<.<C„lh„ u,.ni ..ir.„(I„,| ln< Munf, win, W.S w.>t,n.^
'"' '""1 "" III'. <.>iiai aii\ n,iir,.

^^JS.,
y„u l,av,. ^n..,, s„urM.ir „,, ,„ ihr aulhontu-s ?" .an!

"Vrs."

"it is a ri-ky wainc."

-X": I nu,.,| i|,at ,H,„r Thro-Iur,. his lifr. an.] ho is n-
pri(.\,.(i.

"All, I Mill y
•l-i sliall I... uhat I nwju in hv. I shall nhvavs ,n;.l..
-'•t>h:ik.. Ml, ,„.,,. .Ih,....--|;,„ u,. MUlst ;,,.! t., work. C,

'I'ld 1,11 ra,can i,, I t]' a^ f-i-i .,< |, ,, , i
,

hiin.p,. ,|,M.s a- I i,i!i| h,.,-.

."7'l'"
" '' "'"'•

'
''""^^' '"•^^' '" '''•••'I "ith hi (;.>,„,:.

•

;:'"' ;'" "''''''• •'•'• 'l""lni''. -I liav.. n„t l,....„ wasting i.'v
tinif li(.r:. aiii.iMLr ji,,. Mil|jtl,,„-,.rs."'

'

"I.'T (.iMHia. ,1„. (•.rsH-an ,:irl. 1„. f,„MKl hv to-iuorn,w."
./acpi,.. ( ,,||,,i „, lit ,,,1. .--iniliii.u at his aunt.

"I sliall want s,>in,. clii,.."'

"V<ui .an ::,.t i, ,hr,„i-h Mannn la nin„,l,," said Ja<.mi,.s.

oiir >(
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VAITUINS I, AST AVAr.VIt 11.-;

'•
I'll. II W(. met tlii. I'M'lilli;.'." n|.li,..| ill, ;illtlt. "vull ;i|i' in

Mil ii I 'lillcc 111' a lll|||\. |. ihcli' il fill jnli (I'l !'"
"

••| uaiit to l.r;:i(i «iih a >tiukr that will I,, at ovcrylliiii^'

lliMl i'.ilii-l.iipiii ha- v\rr (inn,.. i |ia\(. -|„,krii a f.u wcids
' '!'• I'i'iitc who kilir,] l.iicifii, and I li\r ,,iih for n'Vfii;,'!'

!

I Milk- to our poMlion-. hr and I -hall h.. ..,|iiallv -Iron;:.

-
,-illv |pro(f(tc.|. It will taki. \,ar- to -trk.^ llii' hlow, hut

I uivich ,-linll liii\i' it ,-trai;:hl m lli,. lnMrt."
II' must liii\c \ou,.(| 11 |{,,|an<l for \oiir (>li\cr."' sii.l the

.i.;!ii. "t'or he has tiikm chari,'!' of l'c\ra<l.''s ilau^'lilcr. thf j^rirl

uh.i ua- sold to Madam. N'oiirri—on, \ou know."
I'lir first p.niil mu-t ho to liii.l hini a siTvaiit."

riiiit will he dillicnit; he iiiusi Im- t..|.rahlv wi.l.'-awakc."
.•l,-.'twd .lai<(Ufliii".

Wrll, hatrt'.l kf.p- .mo aliv.^! W.' mii-t work lianl."

.I.h.|ii.'s Collin to.ik a ca am! drov.' at .im . t.i lh.> (,»iiai

M.!i.i.|uais. to the lilt I,' r.i.mi h,. |,),'.r,,,|
i|,_ ,||||,|, <,.[,aratc

I'l' in Liicii'ii's ai.arliii.'iit. 'i'lic |iort.'r. irrcallv ast.mi-li.'d
:it -..in;,' him. wanted lo t.^li him all th.it ha. I ha[)|.fn.'.|.

•'I know cVfrythin.L'." -ai.l the Ahh.'. "I hav.^ I ri in-
^'-"' '" 'f- i" ''I'it'' "f my saintly r.'|mtation : hiit. thanks
I" 'I:.- intervention of the Spanish' Amhas-a<l.>r. I haw h.vn
r. !, ,,~,.,|."

ii. hurried up to his room, where. fr..m uii.l.r ih.' eover of
:i i'r.\iary. lie took .nit a letter that !,iie;<.n had written t.i

Ml!:, in.. .1,. Serixy aft-.r that lady had di-,ar.led him on
-• 'Mi: him at the op.^ra with Iv-ther.

'"'''•"• in lii^ di-pair. had deeid.'.l oi, n.it sendin;: tin's
'''!. lM.Ii,.vin,<: himsi'lf (a.-t ..11' f.)rev.-r: hut .Fae.pies r.>||in
'•"' ''^I'l the littl.. masi.'rpi. •...; and a- all that Ijici.ii wmtc
" - !o him siieiv.l. h.' had ireasured the h'tti^r in his prav.T-
i' '. I'o- its poeti<'al expres.-i.ui of a passi.m that was elii.'nv
^•'' i.v. Wh./n Monsieur d.' (;ran\ill.. !o|.| him .,f Ma. lame
'I' >.'rizy's e.mditi.m, the keen-wilt. «! man had \..rv wi-.dy
'"'" liided that this fine lady's de>|i;iir and frenzy must he
!'" r. -ult of the .piarrel >he had allowi'd !.> .-uhsist lu'twocn
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li^)

licrsiir ,111(1 Lucicn. lir knvw uonicii ;is iiuiijistratos know
criiiiiiiiil- : he yiu .-.-cd ilif nin^t ;-rcict iiiijMil>(> of tlK'ir liciirt>:

i"l<l 111' lit IMICC Ulli|.T.-lu(,(i ||i;il ill,. ('i(UllIr-> |)n:li;i !i| V

iiscril)f(l IjUcifiiV (li;iili |i;iril\ id Ikt (luii .-ivrritv. and iv-

proachcd luTsc'll' hitirilv. ( »l,\ i(,u>l_v a man nn w liom -h,.

had shed Iht 1(,\c uoiild n,.\,-r have tliniuii awav his lit'r!—

To know that In- had hivcd Imt >till. in >pitc of Ikt criU'liv.

iMi<,dit rcstoi-c lici' ffasoii.

If Jacinic.-. Collin wa- a lirand ^fciicral of (on\i(t>. lie \v,i~,

it must iio ounrd. a not Its- >kilfid pliw-ician (d' souls.

Tin- nianV arrival al ihc mansiun of tli • Srrizvs was at

once a di-.uracc and a ]iroiiii-o. Stu* imI pi^r.-on^. tjio t'oum,
and llio doctors wwv a>.--rmlilod m lii.' litllo drawiiii^-rooin

adjoiiiiiii^- ill,. Coiiiiii'-s" Indrooin; hut to -jiaro him this stain

on lii> sold",-, honor, llic Comic di' l'..iii\an di-iiii^x-d cvrrN-

liody. and rfiiiaim d aloiu. with his frii.iid. It ua- had niouuh
cvi'i: iii(.n for llic \'i( c-riv-idriu of ;ho I'rivv CoiuK-ii to ^f
tins iiiooiiiv and >ini~!i.r visitor coinr in.

dacijuo Collin h;id chanuvd hi- drcs-. He was in hlai k

with Iroii-ir-. and a ]ilain froi k-(.oa|. and his piit. his look.

and his manner v.v\-f all that ((Uild he wislu.d. il(. Iiowi.d tn

the luo -lait.-iiu.n. and a.-kod if he nii,u'li! iic admilii'd to -ec

the ('oiiiiii.->.

"She awaits you with impatieiiee,"" saiil Monsieur dv'

IJauvan.

"With impatience! Then ^he i> .-avd," said \'\f dreadful

mauieiaii.

.And. in fa(t. after an ii!i(.rview of half an hour, Jaeipies
( 'oilin op( nod tl."- door and >aid :

"Conit. in. .Mon.-ioiir le Coiim : ila.n. is nothing' fiirihtT

to fear."

The Counto-> had lh(. li'iter clasped l(t her heart: she was

calm, and seemed to have foririveii her-clf. The Count .lM'*''

expression to his joy at tlie si,i,diC

"And thc-c arc the men who -I'ttle our fate and the fiile

of nation-." ihoii^h! daeipit.- Collin, shrnui^-iiiir his shouidfrs

behind the iwn men. '".V fi.malc has hut to .-i::h in the wmiii:

It f
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'.vav to turn tlioir l)raiii as if it wore a j^'lovc ! A wink, and
•; ]"-.(' tluar head! A pfltifoat raised a little liif,'hiT,

I little lower, and tlicy rush round Paris in despair I

Tl:i' whims uf a

lllUi hst

woman react on the whole country. Ah,
roni'er is a man when. like me hi' keeiis f[>s tar away

111 this childish tyranny, from honor ruined i)v passion,
:.'! ihis frank mali.trnity. and wil(>s worthy of savaf,'es

!

!i;;]i!. uitli her ^^'iiius for ruthlessiies, . her talent for tor-

;. is. and always will lie. the marring,' of man. 'I'he public
.-'< ni.ir, the minister— here tliiy are. all hoodwinked, all

'\i!i^' the spheres for some letters writ! en tjv a duchess aiic

a. lilt, or lo sav(> the iea-o;i of a woman who is more crazy in

in lier ilelinum.l.'.r ' iidit mind than >he wa
Aiid he .^mih'd hau'^ditily.

' \y,"' s;::d he to himself, "nnd they helieve in mo! They
IP t "n my infonnal ion. and will have me in power. I shall
.-;el Mile the World which has oheyed me these tive-and-twentv

iii'ii' '(

pies ("oilin had ])rou<:ht into play the overpowering
'e had exerted of yore over poor Esther; for he

let'ch, the look.
li,!i!, a.- has often h^en fhown, the mode of .,

-' I'tioii which ipi.'ll mailmen, and he had depicted I.

;i' !,,. villi: died with the Countess' imaire in his heart.

linen

woman can resi>t the idea of haviiiir heeii the one be-

>u now
v.,rd-

have no rival." had been this bitte- jester's last

remained a whole hour ahme and fori.'otfen in that
room. Monsieur de (iranville arrivinl and found him

iv-. ^landini,^ up. and lost in a brown studv. a^ a man
Wril he wlio makes an isth Briimaire in hi- !if(^

.

'( piibiie prosecutor went to the door of the Countess'
r-'!'!, and remained there a few minutes; then he turned to
•' '^ ":•< Collin and said :

I 'lu have not <

^o. monsieur.''

han<red vuur miud?'
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"Well, then, you will take Bibi-Lupiris place and Calvi'»
sentence will be commuted." ^

'
'"

"And he is not to be sent to Rochefort'"
"Not even to Toulon

; you may employ him in your service

nTnVf! ''^T'''
""^ ^'^"'' «PP"intn»™t depend on yourconduct for the next mx months as subordinate to Bibi-

Crl'?? "T'f
Bibi-Lupin's new deputy had helped theCrot at family to .vrover four hun.lred thousand francs andhad brou^rht Kuilard and (lodet to justice

'

The pri.e ..f the certificates sold bv Esther (]obseck wasfound m the courtesan's mattress, and Monsieur de Seri.v

franc, k-ft to him l.y Lucien de Kubempre
The monument erected by Lucien's orders for Esther andhimsel „ consi.l.red one of the finest in Pere^Laehaise, andthe earth beneath it bc-lon^^s to Jacques Collin
After exercising his functions fot about fifteen yeanjJacques Oolhu retired in 1845.

^

AxMiterlM?.
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To the Contessa Serafina San Severino,

nee I'orcia.

|!i inuohliged to read t-vorythin};, in the endeavor to repeat nothing,

I ( i,:iii. ril,the other <hiy, to turn over the fiacesof a collection of three

ii'ii.lnil iiinreor le.sf" hroiKlly hninorons tales written by I! Handello,

,1 - \tfiitii <eiitnry writer, hut little known in France, whose works

Ik.'.i ,.iily ' itely been reiniblislied in extenso in the compact Fluren-

tii.i.ii! ientitle<l " Kaccolta di Novellieri Italiani." As I ^'lanced

('
I t!ie first time throuj,'h II Bandello's original text, your name,

^l.i'!:in;e. and the name of the Connt, suddenly c'auglit ntyeyes, and
;ii.i if So vivid an impression upon my mind, that it seemtd that I

l.al artually .^een you. Then I discovered, not without surprise,

;!i.tt .very story, were it hut tive patres lonjf, was i)refaced by a

fiJiiiiiar letter of dedication to a king or (pieeii, or to one of the

!i:-! illustrious personages of the time. 1 .saw the names of noble

''ii-.s of (lenoa, Florence, Milan. an<l 11 FJandello's native I'ied-

III' nt. Sforze, Doric, Fregosi, ami Fra.«catori , the I>olciniof Man-
tii:i. the San Severini of Crema, the Vi.«conti '>f Milan, and the

''ill I'hiini of Tortona, all appear in his pages; there is a Dante
Vi jMi-ri (some one of that name was then, it seems, in existence),

-! I •- are inscribed to liueeii Margaret of France, to the Emperor
! '

" iiiiaiiy, the King of Bohemia, the Archduke Maximilian.
liK r.-are Sauli, Medici , N>derini, Tallavicini, and a Hentivotrlio of

r"'i'-'ua; there are .S'aligeri and C'oloune; there is a Spanish Car-

••!.i; and as for France, Annede I'olignac, I'rincesse ile :\Iarcillae,

'! ' f'onitesse de la Hochefoucauld, the Marignys, Cardinal d'Ar-
li' i-'iiuc, and the Bishopof Cahors—all the great comiiany of the time
' -hoft—are <lelighted and flattered by a corresiK.ndence with Boc-

'
1

'S successor. I .saw, likewise, how much nobility there was in

li I'aiidello's own character; for while he adorns his pages with
(147i



^^^ Tni; (i(»vi:it.\Mi:.\T cMniKs
^nrh il,„s,rin„s „a,n..s as th,...., h. is tru.. tn his p.Tsonal fri.n.i.
Hln,,s. Af...rtlH.S„„,„.a.iall,.n,na, („„>,„...„(• n.,.^an,n, ,.„M,..Mh,.
nan... „f a .iort.^r (., ui„.,n l,,. insrril.,.s his talr ,,(••

l!,,,,,..,, .• , „„.
''•"=':• aft.rth.. •M_'n.,ra, ,„„h„ MK.^rnilira.

'

' Ilipolita Vis,.„nti ,.,!

AttHlana follows th. .uune of Livio J.iviana, a sunple .a,,ta,„ „f
hisht .avalrv; a i-narhrr su,..v,..ls th.. I'nk.. of ( .rl.-ans. an,l ,„-M i„
on!-.- aft;.,- o,H> Kiarioyo,, ,i„,l ••M...s..r,ua^M:,i,.o,,.irohm,or„
^aro. nuTran,.. I.n,vh,.s.., " a virtuous ,,..r>o„ for ,,„os. h.n.fn h ,s
narrat..,! how •• „n ^-nrilnonu, ..avaivsc sposa una rh,. .Ta sua m.-.II,
' Ou'huola. no„ lo .ap,.n,l,.;- .h. suhj.., !„.i„.- fumislu-.l hv the
(iui'tMi of Navarre.

TlH-n I thouv'ht that j, lik.- II Ha„.I,.llo, „,i,.ht put o„eof ,nv .toru.
"n.l.rtlu. protcvtiouof " una virtnosa, ^....tiiis^irna iih,stri..i,Ma "

Confssa Seratina Sa„ S,.v..ri„o. tHlin^ hrr truths that n.ida Ivtak.n
for tiattm.... Why shouM I noi -oufVs^ that I a.n proud to l.ar n.v
t-stuHouy h..r.. an,l ..U.wh.Mv to ,h,. fart that fair a„,i nohi.. fri..,,!-
^I'.ps. uow. as i„ ,h,. sixteenth eentury, are and have hee„ th-
H..laee of n,en of ].,,ers wherever th<. fashion of the -lav n,av rank
then.V that in those friendships ,|,ey have ever foun.i 'eonsolatio,,
for shmdor, insult, and harsh .ritieisn,, while the approval of .nrh
a..an.l,en..e enahles them to ri^e ahove the eares and vexation^ of
the literary life'. .Xnd heeause you found sueh pleasure in the
mental aetivity .,f Pari., that hrain .,f ,1,,. uorld: heeause with
yourXenetian subtlety nf intelleet, yon understan-l it so well •

boeaus,. you loved (ierard's sun,ptuous salon fnow dosed to u^ . in
wht.h all the Kuropean eelel.r.ties of onr ,,„arter of the eent'nrv
m.irht he seen, as we see tlun, in II Handello's pa;:es ; invaase the
^reat an.l .lanf:erous Siren's fete, ar.d tna^ieal <vreni.,nies struek von
wUh wonder.and you .ave me yo,r in.pressions of Paris so simplv-
forall these reasons, surely, you will extend your proteetion to this
p.etnre of a sphere of lif,. whi.h you ean„o, have known, ail.it
It IS not laekinyr in ( hara( ter.

' '-"I'l wi^h that . had .o„,e .reat poe,„ to offer in.stead to v m
Whose outward forn, .s the vi-ihle expression of all the poetrJ in
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ymr hiart and soul
; l>ut since a punr writer of jirose can only jjive

u! .,1 III- luis, the iniKleiinacy of tile oli'eriiis.' may jH^rliaps be

ni.
.

nir.l, in your eyes, hy tlie respectful lioniaj.'e paid by a deep
uti'l "iiuere aduiiration, such iLs you can insj)irt'.

De Balzac.

I';ins, wliert' thcro is a certain family lik('n(>s> among
'i'lits and thinkers who jiv [kIct similar fondit

iiii;-I ha\e .-t'cn manv faci

ions, von
not unlike M. IJahourdin's at tlu

i! at which thi,- Inslo i-v lal !'s 11)1 his career. M. H ihour-
II that time \va? .i cliiel' clerk ill a most important (iov-

<r::incnt department. He was a man of fortv. witli hair o
'ivtty a shade of ^M'ay. that women nwiliy might love to

ens the expressionIt so; It wu s just the tint that .-(d't

"f .1 nielam-holy face. There was plenty of light in the blue
eve-,; his comideMoii. though still fair, was san-^iiine. and
there were little patches of bright red in it; 1

,-';-;ive; his nose and f

II.- mouth wa?
oretiead resembled th

tint

traits of Louis X\'. In
]

feat ures in

•erson he was tall and spare, as
1, indeed, as if he had but recent Iv recovered from an ill

11' -s; his (rait suggested sometliling of a lounirer's in
:iiln tiling too of the meditative mood of a busv

dolonco.

if tl

man.
lis portrait gives the man's character by anticipation,

istiime may contribute to set it further in relief; Kabour-
iiivariably wore a long blue overcoat, a black stock a

hle-l rea>te(l waistcoat */ In h'nlh V'icsiiurri' ilack trousers

and low -hoes. At oijiht

k. le sallied torth dul

wiilinut strajis. gray silk stocking

''ly morning, punctual as the cloc

-n:i'.e!i iiiid ballasted with a cup of coiFce, and w.Mit. always
Ml'tiLT the same streets, to the ollice. looking so prim and tidy
ti. It you might have taken him for an Engli-hman on the

\\\ (he.se tokens vou discern the father
t'l his embassv

Milv, a man that has littK- of hi^

n 1 plenty of business cares to worrv him at the office

own \va\ in his own

vi t withal sullicient of a philosopher to take life as it

nest man. loving and servinir \m
IS

:

(•(tnntrv without blink-
^- I he ditlicultics iu the way of getting the right thing done

1

t i
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a prudont man, since hv knows somrtliinK of human nature-
a man whose manner to women is excinisitelv i)olite h.'cauJ
ho expeets nothin^r of them. Ustlv, he w;.; a man of verv
consHlerable attainments, kindly to his inferiors, aj)t to Iwu
hi« o(juaks ;u a .iistancr, and to btand ou his di-„jtv •>vitl, I,,,

chiefs.
<-' J

At this period of )iis life you would have noticed that hewore a certain resi-rned, indilfere'it air; he seemed to have
bu. .,i his vouthful illusions, aiul renounced personal a.n-
Htions; certain si^nis indicated that thoiitrh diseoura.^d he
had not yet jriven up his eariv projwts in dis-iist. hut he
persisted u, his work rather for the sake of employing hi.
lacuities than from any hop,. ,,f a doul.tful triumph lie
wore no "decr.rations," and o.rasionally hlanied himself f,r
the weakness .,f vy..ariii-r ,l,e (),,],., of the Lily ,n the early
days ot the Hestoration.

There weiv certain mysterious elements in Kahourdm's
life His father he had neyer known. His mother had lived
111 luxury and splen.lor; -he ha.l a fine carria^a', she was al-
ways heauiifully (Ires^e.l, Imt life was a round of .^.liety

•

her
Bon rememhered her as a marvehmslv beautiful and sel.'h.ni-
seen yisimi. Sho |,.f, h,',,, scarcely anythin- when she di.d;
(Hit shf had -uen him the ordinary imperfect school edu<a-
tioii which d..yelops jrreat ambitions and little capacity f.r
realizing them. Then he left the I.ycee .\apo|eon only a few-
days belore Iht .lealh to enter a <;o\enimcnt ollice as a super-
numerary at tl,.. a-.' of sixteen. Sonn- unknown inriuonce
promptly obtained the position for him. M twentv-tun
Kabourdm be-anie senior .-lerk : he was ..hief el,rk at twentv-
hvo. .\tter this, the patrona-e which had brou-ht the y(,ung
fellow thus tar .m in life showd itself in but one more in-
stanee. It procuird Inm an entrance to the house of one M.
Lepnnce, a retired auetionetT, reputed to he wealthy. M.
Leprince was a widower with an only daughtor. Xavier
Kab(mrdin fell .ner head and ears in loye with .Mile. Celestine
Leprin.r, then a^ed .^eyenteen, and endowed (so it was said)
with two hundred thousand francs for her portion. Mer. m

I-" H
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th' lii>,'lu'st p()8itio)i might well turn their eyes in the direction

"I ;i;i.- y<>uii>,' hidy. A tall, iiiin(l.M)me girl with an admirable
tii: III', she had inlieriled the gifts of an artist mother, who
Li-ii^hi hiT up carefully. Mile. Lepriucc spok- several lan-

^r.i.i^r.-, and had ac(juired some smatterings of learning—

a

(l,i!i;:riuus advantage, wliieli compel."- „ wonuui to be very
i; 111! it' .-he would avoid any appearance of pedantry. And

t.;. -line's mother, blinded by unwise temle'-ness, had held
nut liopi'ft that eouhl not be realized; to hear her talk, nobody
^• ri nf a duke, an ambassador, a marshal of France, or a
(il !itt minister could give her Celestine her rightful social

j
iM'ii. And, indeed. .Mile. Lepriucc".- manners, language,

,:'A'\ vays were fitted for the best society. Iler dress was too
lijiiiii-oine and elegant for a girl of her age; a husliand could
i:<.\r Ci'lestine nothing but hapi)iness. .\nd. what was more,
ti.' niotiier (who died a year after her marriage) had spoiled
h' r uith such continual indulgence, that a lover had a toler-
;! 'v ijillifult part to play.

A !iian had need have plenty of courage to undertake such
11 V. ifel Middle-class suitors took fright and retired.
.\:i'. ;er. an orphan with nothing I>ut his salary as thief clerk
in ,1 (idvernment otlice, was brought forward by M. Leprince,
i::! ("V a long time Celestine would not !iear of him. Not
!' V Mile. Lejirince had any objection to her suitor himself;
!i '.s .- young, hand.^omc, and very much in love, 1 ut she had
II' nnnd to be called Mine. Raljourdin.

Im vain M. Lej)rince told his daughter that Rabourdin
".1- "f the stuir of which cabinet nnnisters are made.
<V!,siine retorted that a man of the name of Kabourdin
V'".:l:\ never rise to be anything under the Bourbons, with
!

1.. il more to the -^ame purpose. Driven thus from his in-
tr. '11 hments, her parent was guilty of a grave indiscretion;
!i' liinted to Celestine that her suitor would be Habourdin de
s 'tiiwhere or other before he could reach the age that qualifies
f

: the Chamber. Xavier was sure to be a Master of Re-
qii'sSs before very long, and Secretary-tJeneral of his de-
pii'mcut. After those two steps, the young fellow would be
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lauiiclu'il into the uy]HT iv^'ioiis of the iidmiiiistration Sitme

diiv ; lioidcs, U'jilioiirdin would iidirrit ii fiuliini' .•iiid a name
\)\ a tcrtain will, a.- Iir ( Lrprinci') knru of his own knowl-
I'll^'f. 'I'lic Miarna^'r took jilacc.

IJalioiirdin and lu.> wife liclicvtil iti the mysterious power
diseoveri'd to tlieni In the old auetioneiT. Hope and the

improvidence counseled In love in tiie early days of married
life led the yonni: couple into e\|)en^e; and in five vears M.
and Mme. Habourdm hail .-pent nearly a hundred thousand
franc- cd' thi'ir pi'incipal. Celotiiie not unreasonably took

alarm wlicn promotion did not eoiue. and it was hv her vvi^h

that the remaining: hundred thou-iind fraiio of her {)()rti(in

were put into land. 'I'he investment oidy ])aid a very low in-

terest ; hnt then >ome day or other old .M. I.eprinee would leave

his money to lln'in, and their lu-udent self-denial would re-

ceive the reward of a plea.-ant competence.
But old M. Leprince saw that hi> son-in-law had lost his

interest, and tr'-d, for hi.- (lau;:hter"s sake, to repair the secret

check, lie risked a part of his <'a]iital in a very promising
speculation; hut the ])oor man hi'came involved in one of the

li<piidations of ilic (inn oi N'ucin^ren, and worried over his

losses until he dird, ieaxin;: uotiiin^-- behind him hnt some ten

(ine pictures which adorned his dau.<:htt>r's drawinjj:-rooii..

and a little old-fashioned furniture which she consigned o

the attics.

.\fter eiixlit years of vain expectation. Mme. Hahourdin at

last grasped tlu' idea tluit her hnsbaiurs fatherly providence
must have died >uddeidy. and that the will had been mislaid
or supjtresM'd. Two years befdre LeiirinceV death, when the

place of the head of the division fell vacant, it was given to

one M. (le la Billardiere, a relative <>{ a depntv on the Riglit-

hand benches, who became a niendier of tln' (lovernment in

18v';{. It was enough to <lrive a man to resign. Hut hnw
could Hahourdin give up a salary of eight thousand francs

(to say nothing of an ( .i-asional bonus) when he was living

up to his income, and three-fourths of it came from this

source? Besides, would he not have a right to a pension
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Ttcr a few years of iiaticiicta

uiiiiuiii wlifisf

Hilt what :i fall was this for

\)\''

a

h nrrtcii--i()ns at the (Hil-ct urrc alinnsi

jii-liliabic, a woinati wlio wa> ^ll|l|Ml^((l tn lie (lotmnl for

git at tiling's!

Mint'. Hahouniin fiilfilh'd the prdiniM' ut' Mile. I.i|)rinr(\

S!i

I'lia^rs in socit

[inSSCSSCtI tllC ell

•tv; 1

iiicnt.- (if ail aji|iar<'iil >ii[irrHirit v wliic

UT 'Teat acnuii-ciiiints fiialilrd Ikt to

ik t[M ak to fViTV niic m Ins ou ii laiijruaiC"' Ami her aialit v was

;.'inumf; slic liad an iiKlepcmlrnt iniiid of nn ccniniinii nrdcr;

!n r cdiivt Tsation was as chariiiiiiL'' for its variety as for the

orii^niialitv of lier ideas. .Such iiiialities woiilil ha\e shone to

\aiitagi' and prolit in a (jiieeii or an a!iiiia-~a(

)rtl

liv>>: tl lev

uiiT worth little in the iiievitai)ly huindnini routine of

il'iiuestie life. If peojile talk well, they are ai)t to want an

aiidieiiee; they like to talk at leii<,nh. and sometimes they

^vnw Wearisome. To satisfy her intelleitual craving's. Mnu'.

rdin received her friends one dav in the week, andilioU

iw nt a good deal into society, for the sike of tlie admiration

to which she was accustomed.

j'l.o.-e who know life in I'aris will undrr-tand what a wo-

I'Mii of this stam|) mu>t sutfer wlini she continually feels the

{liiuh of straitened means at home. In spite of all the sense-

hetorical al)use of iiioiiev, voii must take \oiir stand, if

\ou live in I'aris, at the foot of a column of tiirurc^s: you must

h'<\\ down hefore arithmetic, and kiss the cloven iooi of the

(.nldrn Calf.

(iiven an income of twelve thousand francs a vear, to

Hurt all tl:){' expenses of a household eoiisi>t ini,f of father,

iiiotlur, and two children, with a housemaid and a cook, and
tii live on a second-iloor Hat in the Rue I) utiliot at a reii t of

dred loiiis—what a problem was this I IJcforc you lie^nn

til est 1 ma te th

fc

e irross ex pend 11 un o.f the I lolisr. VI )ii must d(

hut the wife s expenise.^ for dress and liired arriaLTe t for

ilrc~> is the iirst thing to consider* ; then sec how much re-

naiiis to pay for the education of two ciiildren (a irirl nf

siVcn and a hov of nine, who already cost two tliou'^and

francs, in spite of a free scholar.-liip), and you will find that

I
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Minr. h'alMMinliii ,oul.| l,,uv|\ allow Ii.t Im.-hiin.l thirtv francs
'' "i"'i'li- M"-l iiiarii.cl 111(11 in I'aiis arv. m ('ad", in the
satnr |.n..]i.aiiiri,t if ili,-v ,|,. imi u,.!, |,, l„. ilin,i;,r)„ ,huu*Ut^
ol iriK llv.

Aii.l M> it had (Miiir to jM.^ thai (he woman who hi'Vu-wii
that -hr uas horn |,, .hiiM' as ,,w of ihc ,|ii..,.ns of soci^tv
wa> ol,|,-..l to ...Ncrt her nilrMr,! and all Ii.t pou.rs in

',

-^onlnl Mnii:;:!,. for uhuh ^\u- wa. .|iiit,. iin[.r.'|Miv,l- -a dailv
wTr>tlin--nial(li uiih arr,,nnt hook,. And .a,.,, so there iiaii
hifu hilt.T niorlilications to MillVr. Sh.. had di>niiss..d hw
riian-.-.rvant afdr Imt father's death. Mom woni.'ii f^rou
wearv of the dailv strain. Thev ;:riinihle f,,r a whileraiid
then Vlehl to their fate; hiit ('ele>tllie-~ anihilion. .-. far fre,„
deeliiiin;,'. was only ineiva-ed hy the diilieiiji i,.^. If ,.h,. ,,,„!,

I

not overcome oh,<tacl.'s, slie would clear tlieni from her path.
Such eonijdications in the machinery n{ ,.\i.tenee .nitrht to
'"• •i''<'li>li"d: and if the Cordian knot could n^t he untied,
^renins should cut it. S,, far from accepti,,,- the shahhy |ui"

of the h,W,.r middle-ela>.< hoUM.uife. (VleMine -few impatient
hecause her ^'reat future career was dela\ed. Fate had not
• lone fairly hy lier, she ihoui^dit.

I'"r Celestine honestly hrlie\cd that she was moant for
great thin<,r.. .\nd p.Thaps >he was ri.Ldit. I'erhap> m i:reat
oireiimstanres she miirht iiave shown heivelf ;r,.,,;it. l>criia|K
she was not in her pla.v. Let us admit that am(m>: wom.-ii,
as amon^tr men. thi're are certain types that can mould .society
to their own wi.h. Hut as. in the natural world, not evcr'v

youriL' sa[>!ini: sho(,ts u]> into a tree, and -mail frv are niop.
numer.,u< than fnll-,i:rown fl.h. so. in the artificial world
called society, many a human creature who niiuhi hav(^ (]nno
'^n-ui thin.Lfs. many an .\thana-e (Iranson.* is doomed to
]>ry\.U undeveloped like the seeds that fall -ui >to.iv i/round.
(>t cour>e there are domesticated women, a^-reeahle womc;i.
and costly r-minine works of art ; there are women iiorn to If
mothers. \viv(-. or mistre^>cs: there are whoHv intelh>ctu:d
and wliolly niaicrial women; eve!i as anions nien there are

Sff La Vkitli Fill'.
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.i.Miir-, il^ti^t^, iral'l>iiu n. iii.itluiiialiciaii-. iiicrchiiiits, poctH,

.1 k! null wlio iindiTstainl iintliinL,' Im'wukI iiiuncv-inakin^,

,i_'ii' iiltiMf. nr ptiiilic husiiH'-.-. Ami llim ilic irniiy of fate

i,.iii(- ill ami uiiik- -Iran;:!' ciintraiiictiMii* ; maiiv arc called,

hit I'l'W ( li"Mii, ami tile law ol' .-piritual election holds

i'|ii,illy ;.M(ii| in wurl.lly cmiecrii-.

Mine. Raiii.iiriliM. in licr o\s ii (i|)iiiiiin, was eminently fltlcil

ii r.ainsel (1 -tatcr-nian. to kimlle an arti-t"- sniil, to further

iIh iiilerests of an inventor, ami to help him in his stnij.'i.'les.

Ml lo devote hiT~e|f to tile lia 1 f -|i< d i t ica 1 , half-linaiieial

- li.'iiie-: of a Niieinireii. and to niake a hrilliaiit liiriirc with a

l.ir.'e fortune. I'erhaps tin- wa- !iow she trieil to account

!•! Ler-elf for tile di-u'ii-^t lliat >\)v felt for laundress' hills.

I' r ihe daily xhemes of kitchen expenditure and the small

e. !.ii,,iiii, - jiiid cares of a small e^tablislunent. In tho lifi*

tiiMl -he liked she took a lii;rli place. .\iid .^incc she was

keenly M'li.-ilive to the prickinjr> ">f the tliorn> in a lot which

nnL'lit he conipare(] with the position of St. I-awrence npoji a

L'ndiron. some outcry surely was only to he c\pe( ted of her.

And -o ii hefell thai in paro\y.-ni- id' thwarted ainhilion. dur-

uii: -liarp tlirohs of pain, j^iven hy woinidcd vanity. Celestiiio

llirew the hlanie upon Xavier I'ahonrdin. Was it luit in-

' uinhent upon her hushand to ^ive her a suitahle po.cition?

If >lie had heiii a man, she certainly would have had

nil r^'v enou^di to realize a fortune quickly and make a much
I'lVrd wife liajipy. He was ''too honest," she said; and this

!<prM,ieh in the mouths of some w-^nen is a; jrood as a

!' itifieate of idiocy.

I'i'lotine wonld sketch out maLniificent plans for him,

ii:!i"iini: all the practical ditlicultie-^ put in the way hy men
and circum-tances ; and, afliT the manner of women when
iindrr till' inlhience of intense feclin.<:. she hecame. in theory,

n"re machiavellian than a < iondreville. and .Maxinie de

Tiailles himself was liardly -uch a scoundrel. At such times

rr|e-tiiu''s imajzination connived all possibilities: slio saw

!'<-r-elf in the whole extent of her ideas. I'ahonrdin. mean-

\-!iile, with Ins practical expierieiice, wa^ unmoved from the

I
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M' u;i- apl h

iir 111 ll IT 111

i.-li.'~. ;iikI -1k' \i;i- :i( r:ihi ti I Ill-C I III'

^ll.' Ilil'l ku.>\\ n ri'nlll ill.' M'I'V (ll'-l .!

lif'' tli'il i.'.|i..'iir.|iii ;ii|iiiin'.| ;iiiii li"-"i

p.irl wil.

ll.' I ri'iin ij
I

i\ - "t tln'ir inarrii

vi'd licr; ,111. 1 I Jirri'l'Mi'i

mil Willi (Mpi'li'-^ -I'ciirilv. Shi' .rt herself al

'll' ill. law - nf iiiarrii (| life. :nii| tl

'•'il\i'l;r all her little -hnrtenliiiii-. In I,,

IiailK' '<{' i.n\e: ,i?i,| ;is she I|e\er cnrr.'ited hei-M'lf.

lllilVi

1.' eniirte-ie^ n| laiiiiliaril

anlniieil in t

h 1.1 Ikt uav. A
lie aluav-

lliail in llii, [in-illnli is ;|, il U|.,-e. enllfrnllf-
ill:,'- a -I llnnliii.i^ler u Im eallllnt nr will II. )l hel I'Ve that III.

Wlimii l,e u-i'.j I .1 K.'l [I 111 nl

S»ai.|

hlTSlI

1
1. 'I lias i.'r<t\v

awe ri((l\eii

. 1

II lip. As M
a remark' ma.

IV I'Xelaimim: hefnre ;, uhnle rnninflll nf p.'iiph

me. (!i

.' liv a "iTivaliT man than

I.I

y<m kimu that vim have \\\-\

8() Mm.'. Ii'allahnlinlill wnlll.l s;lV nf her hil

.1 -niii.lhiiiir v.'i'v pri>f.iiin<l '.

DaiKl h.Te IS SnllH
fim.'s >eiiM' III uhal he -av-^!" (ira.lii.illv h^ • epinh.., ,,f

Xavi.'r iM'iran In .hnu- ilH'lf in little w.ivs. Th. le uas a lark
'if revjieet ill her maiiii.'r .-iml attitmle tnw.ird^ him. Ami all

lIlienllMlnll^ly sh.' InW.'I'id hllll ill till' .'V'.'.- nf nllier-. fnr .'Verv-

li.i.i.v all ihe wnrl.l over lake- a uif.'"; eslimale iiitn .ipeniint

III fnrmin;; an npininn nf a 111.111: it j- th.' imiver-.-il rnle m
taking' .-I nr.'eni:iiitinn nf I h.'ir.'ieliT : iin /iri>iris. as the (iencvese
say. nr. in h|. nmr.' aeeiinile. //// pri,ti-i\sr.

Wh.'ii K'ahniir.lin ^aw lln' misl.-ik.' lliat h.' had nia.le llirmi;,']!

hive, it v.-as Inn lal.'. Thi' heiii h;i.! heen taken: lu' sutfer.'.!

in silence. In -^nnie nire n.-iliir.'s thi' |inuer to fe.d is as e-r.al

as the pnuer .if thnULdit. a lmv.-i! >.iii1 snpjileiiients a hi.<:hlv

"rL'.'inix.d hrain: and. .'ifler the m.'inn.T nf lhe.se. Rahnurdi!-.
WK- hi. wif,."s .'idvneaie at ihi' har nf hi-^ jiKl-ment. Natiir.-
(hr mid himself) had .riven her a r.'de In pl.iv: it was enfirolv
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!- f;ni!t that >\[v li.nl l"i n iIm alid ,,\' iirr piirt. Sin- was

a^ imt lia|i|i\

irl full of Hints—
I'ldk 111' iilaim uiinn liitnx If. in

III- wife ll.-nl IIKH lll.lll ll llllll Uif'l ll'T 111 ln'f ill InTSl'lf

lit iif r('|uatin;,f ilir >aiiic tliiiiu"- over ami nviT aj:ain.

ari' infcctiini- in family lit'i-. 'I'ln- !Mli 'riirrmi'lur, 'ikf

iithri' piirli'iiluii- cvi'iil^. \\a~ liriiiii,'lit almiit liv fi iiiiiiiiii'

ii-iiiii-iiif

li-Ti'il mi 111 thi> wav ll V (I'li-t iiif s amiiitimi, IfalMiiir-

i!m li.nl loll;.' hrcii Mil liialiiiL'' liow to ^ati-fx it: Init lie lin

' hMiic- fnnii lirr to .-a\(' lirr ihr lormml of -u-ih'ii-i'. Hi

mailr ii|i Ins iiiiml. ;,'moi| man that lie wa.-. Ii. m.i kr 1 ll^

ii|i\'.anl> in the ailmini-tral ion !> knockiiiLr a vcrv ron-

.1. f.-ili Ic hole in It. Ill' wantiil. in tlio lli'-t

11 a rt'Miliitioii in llif en

plari'. to hrini^

ll Mi\ ice, a railii al rrfoi-ni of a

1 :ii'l iliat juit- a man at tlir lir.iil of >m|iic M-cimn df soi'icty;

lie \\a> in(a|ialil<' of sclirmiiiLT a L'lairral oMTtiirn for

particular bciHlit, lie \va> rcMiUiii;,' project.- of rrform in

t.iit

! I- ..U 11 iiiinil ami ilrcamiii^' of a triiimpli lo I )( iioiiiv won.

lira \va- hot I u-rin'roii- iimi amiiitioib 1 - f(rrliaii- tew

raipliiu''.- have not llioii;:lii of Mich plan-; hut anion;.' othcials

;i- aiiioiii,' arti.-l.<, thnc urc iiianv ahortivc (li>ii:ns for om
tn.-it -I'l - the li-ht. W hicl I >a\ iiii hriiiirs 11- hack to iJulFon ri

'111 licLi'm. "• ii'iu!!- i.- nai hiii i

h'aiiourilinV po.-iiioii eiialilrii Imim io -tmlv itie I-'reiicli ail-

i;i!ni<trati\c sy-tcin anil to watch it.- \iorkinL'. Chanr.' set

111- -pecu!ati\e faeiiliic> nio\iiiir ni the sphere of hi- practical

e\:'i I'leiice (this. h\ the way, is the secret of many a man's
;i' liiNeiiients), ami Kahoiinlin imenied a iie\\- ^v^tem of ail-

ii,,in.-tration. .nowinir the men with whom he hail to do.

tie re-pected the machinery then in exi-tence. -till in exist-

xistence for a lotiir while toI n and likelv to remain in (

111-. I'Very ^'eiieration heinir siared h\ tin ilioiii;lit of re-

i-tniction : hut while Kaliourdin re.-pccted tin' mcchaiii; m
'hole. nol)ody. he thouijht. could refuse to simplify it

llim- to employ the same eiiiTiry to hetter purpose—hero.

hi> thinkinir, lay the prnhlem. IJeduced to its simplest

i
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f.xprcssK.n. his plan cunM.Mcl ,„ n.liMril.utui- th,. biirdeu c?
I'-v=U:on ,n>urh ;, w.-u timi n .l„,ul,| fall l..» lusavilv n,, Iho
iiatu.n. uliil,. ,|„.n. ,l,„ul,| 1,.. nn falli,,.' „ir m ih,- ;v^..l,i^..
ol thf Mal.san.l. furthcnnun.. in ih,,.,. ,lavs wh,.,, ilu- bud-.-t
provoked >u..l, frann,. d. .•„..„„,. !:, nnan. ,o ,„ak.. tl,e un-
(liinini.-lu.d nali.mal iiuuni,. -,, nvtvr a. lar a- hrfoiv

I-n- pra..tu-al .^,„,„.,u.,. had mad. „ dear to Rahoui.lin
"'^" i'"'-<''*;.':'" •> ;:n,.!ually attained hv a MU-cr.-.ion ofHnipe niodiliratio.i.s. Jv.nnnniv ,> >.,„pl,!i,aiion. Jf vou
Mnipl.ly. yon .Ii-ponM- with a Miperlluou. « heel : and con..-
M'""tlv. >onu.th,n;;- nmsl ^n. H,, .yMctn. therolon.. mvohvd
changes uhuh found oxpn^s-.n ,n a ur^v ad,n.nist,-at,vo
noHK-ncdaturv. |[,,v,n. pr.,l,aldy. yot; niav lind the tvason
ot tiie UJipopidaniy nf tiie innovator. Xeu-arv ^num:-
M-n> ai-e taken aim., rmni the mit.M.t ; ihev threaten a da~^
whiel, duo. not readdy adapt itself to a ei.an-e of euvimri-
"H'lit. Kahourdii, .< ival -ivatness lav in thi.^-^h.e iv^traiiied
'IH' inventors entlHi>,a>n,, uhik- he souuht patientlv to <h,,,
"-'• im.isure into another so as to avoid unnee,.>sarv frieUon
••''Hi l.dl tune and e.xperien.-e to -l.nionstrau. the exe.dleneo
ol eaeh sneeessive inn.ldication. This idoa of the -radua!
nature of the ehang,- nni>, not he lost si-hl of in a rapni
survey ol the system, or it u ill seem .mpo>s,l,le to hrin- about
«. i^reat a re:-u!t. li ,. worth while, therefore, incomplete
as Kabourdin s diseln.ures were, to in.luat.' tlie start.ncr-ponit
from wliieh he meant to .mbrace the whole admini.tratnv
Jionz.m. Ill,, ae^.ant uf hi. selieme. moreover. hrin<rs us t.,
the very core ,d' the intn-ues of whieli it was the cause au^l
mny tnrow a li^ht besides upon smne present dav evils.

iwibnurdm had been .Krply impies-od bv the hardship.
<•! tlie lives of subonlinale oiliual-. II>. a.k:.l himself w'lv
Ilicy ^vme failing into di.en-dit. He seaivhed into th.^ eau-e-
o thnrdeelme. and found tlum, ,:, the I, tile M.mi-revolution-.
the ha,k .-ddirs. as it w,.,v. of the -real siorm nf \:^[) Ui<
toriaiis ol ^Mvai .-o.-ial muvonienis have iievor e.xamined int..
Ilie.... thou-h. as a matter of faet. tliev made our manners
and euftoins what they are.

Ir*

II

J
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111 foriiuT t nni's. umlir the nii.)ii;ircliv, aniuc: jf ulllciaU

iid not c.xi.-t. ThfV \wvv llirii IV'U in iiuiiihi r ami under the'

liiTct ciintrol nl' a priinc nlini^^(r. wlm v.a- ab-.a'.s in i oni-

Miicalioii Willi tlu' tr'i\M.

hi aid to scr\i I

.

In t

.r -1

U> WAV the

no,-t diri'ctlv.

;licial

'1"

-lalT

chut's

ilii

iir.

.-c Z(.'alou> stTV

>t clerks. In a!

r n'.- W'T:' -iui[M_\ plain i/niii I, rs ruminis

.artiiiciii." lot uiulcr ili.-; Majesty's

I control -ucli a ;\i' I, r instanco—tno stall were
iiifir c hiffs {irt'liy jmul as iiif I'R rks HI a countintr-

i,"ii-c arc to tlicir tiiiploycr; ilicv were roeeiviiii: a training

viliuli was to j)nt thi-m in thr way of ircttiiij^ on in lilV. In
1! - uay every point in the otlicial eirciimference was in elose

iMiiiircnon with tin ntre. and r(,'ceive( 1 it^ uniii'tus there-

I T' < M I L'onseuuentlv, tl lere war- devot ion on one side aiu

ii-i on the other in tho^e dav>.

I have I
>:iiec ITM' the State, or if you like ti

I- taken the place of the sovereign. The cler

t so. I.a Patrie

ks no louirer

t.iKe their instruction^ direi-tlv from one of the lirst niaijis-

irales 111 ilie rcali.' Ill our day, in spite (d' our line ideas

la atrie. thev are <!:overiiiiie!U cmi Moves. V. h le tl

re drifted hither and thither bv evcrv wind that blow

a (luarter known a; the mmistrv. and t le nunistrv can-

to-dav wlicthcr to-morrow will find it in e.xistc nee.

A- routine business must alwav; lispati nere is al-

a lluctuating number of supernumeraries who cannot

•used with, and v et are liable lo dismi.-sal at a nininent

'iliee.

;.rks.'

All of these natural v are anxious to lie

And thus JUireaucraey. the jriaiit jiower

aiiiisiied

wielded

pi.u'mies. eanie into the wor Id. Possiblv Xai.oleon re

il its intlucnce for a time, for all things and all men
forced to bend to his will: but none the less the heavy

ilain of Bureauerac v was ( Irawn between the ri'dit thins;

le (lone and lie ri'Mit man to do it. H ureaiicraev was
iinitelv organized, bowe\er, under a eonstitutional

th

govern-

a natural kindness for mediocrity, a predilection

and reports, a go\ei'iiiiienl a> fussy

meddlesome, in short, as a small shopkeeper's wife.

:i|it Wl

1 categorical statement?
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('iil)ini't niiiii>l(Ts' livrs \u;-.\uu' ;i contiiuiiil >tni<rgIo with
t'niin' Iniir huiiilnMl [Mitv iii;ii(l> Km! by a ih./cn or ^^o of iv.t-

le^s and intri-iiin- ^pini-. It wa> a^leli^rlnful spcctaclo for
the rank and til.. ,,f thf scrvici.. Thev liastciicd to make
tlH'ni.-cl\,..~ in(li>|)cii-al.lr, lianipiTino- vuvvisv with docuimnitj,
thnvln- <-ivatinj,r j, ri.< ii,n-li,r, .«tyled tho l{cp,.rt. Let us
I'Xplain the li'rjKirt.

When kinL'> had inini.-tcrs. and thi'V only briran this prae-
tic" under l.mii- W., ili,y wnv vvont"to liavo a report drawn
"i'_"ii ill! iniporlant .piotiniis, instead ol" takin.ir eniinsel a;;

befnre witli thr ,irival inrn of tin. realm. I mpereeptil)lv. min-
isters were ennipeUed by th(.ir un(h.r>l rappers to follow the
royal exanij.I.'. 'I'lu.y were so busy hol(lini,r tlieir own in the
two ('hainb,.r,- nr at Cotirt, that thev allowed l!i(.mse!ves to
he ^MJid.d by the b .,d i nir-st rin.i; ,,f ilie If.. port. If anvthin-
of eon>..,|ii..n.c earn., up in the a.lministratb.n. the mini>-i..r
had but on., an-wer t.. ili,- ni.ist pressing (piesti.)n—"I haw
asked for a rep..ri." In this way the Report beeani.. f..r m.'n
in ollle... and in publi.- bu.ine^s ,>renerally. pretty mneli what
it IS for the (•hainb..r .d' D.'pulies an. I tlie Legislature, a sort
of eonsrdtali.)!! in tli.. e.,i;i-.e oi which the reasons for and
against a inea>ur.. are - l forth wiih more .)r h.-^s impartial-
ity. 'I'h.. jnini^ter. li,.- the Chamljer, after reading Jt, is

very nnieh wiiere he was b. fore.

Any kind of deeision must be mad.' instantaneously.
Whatever th.. preliminary proec.ss, tlie moment eom.'s when
yon must mak.. up y.)ur mind, and tin. bigirer th.' arrav of
argunu.nts. th.. harder it is t.) eonu. bv a wise decisi.)n. The
greatest deeds were d.^ne in Franee b|.f.,re re[-orts were in-

vented and .h'eisions were mad.' .)ut of han.h The supreme
rule for statesman. Iawy..r. .u- physi.-ian is th.' sam.'—he must
ii'l"Pf a d. 'finite formula to .-iiit each individual ea<e.

Kaliourdin, who th.ai-ht within himself that "a minister is

there to give d(.eisi.)ns. to understand publi.- business, and to

dispatch it." ludield the r.'p.u-t .ar/ying all bi.f.uv it. from the
'"lonel l<. the marshal, fr..!)) tli.. commissary ..f p.dieo to the
km-, from tb.. prefect t.) the eai)inet rninistor. from the Cham-
ber til the j)olie..-eourts.
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S-i' ISOS (>\ ntliiii,u- !i;i(| ln'cn nu its trial: cvcrvtliiii"

ILMlcd ;ill(! jinlKlcrciI in cnllVcl'Mlt inn. llMiiks. ;inil lli'W;

jKiii. i-. mill cMTv (li>rii^sii)n took liln-arv >li.i]ii'. I'"r;mcc wa-
li>-riMat loiis instt'ail ol actiiiL'. ni (I rami' to 1 1ll' tin nk

'f :iii!i 'II ~|>ilr of llii'-i' line n'jiorts. A million nf ll

III' ilrauii up 111 a vi'ar iii tliosi' ilav Wh.'ivt'

irlll

lire

U^iri amracy ;,''ot llio iipiuT liaiid. i 'ort fol ins. Ii'ili'i'-lili-s.

v,,i-i. ji i|Mi-. (lociiiiii'iii-. ami viiui-liiT.-. without wliirli l-'ranci'

V'"iiM III' lo>l. ami cirriilars wliii-h >|ic coiilil imt do wiilmut.

nil I' a -I'll and midt ijilicd aial waxrd ii ntio-iii!. lurcaiiiTacv
!''! ii^ own ends romi'iitcd tlir ill-l'irjin:;- liri u coii ilic ri'ioipts

jimI 'Xi'inditiirc, and calumniatid the admini-trai ion for tin'

i'l'iil:! of the administrator. liiiroamrai-v di'vi-i'd the

l.ili.pni laii threads which chain I'^raMc to I'ari-ian cmiral-
i/.:iii.iii: a- if from I-Mhi to Imiu r'nincc had manaL'cd to do
ni'ili;!::.'- without thirtv thoiisiiid uovi'i-nnicnt clci'k-l And

•n.'r had the ollicial fa-toned mi ih

ii;i-iii'ti.i' takes root on a iiear-U'ee. than I

ii\i rnmenl a^

e cia-i'd to take aiiv

111''!'-! Ill hi- work, and tor the following- I'e.i-on-:—
Till' I'riiice- and the Chamher- conqiellcd the mini-irrs to

!;:'-:• ihi ir <hare of resjion-ihilii y in the hiidL;vi. hv in-'-tinu'

i'':.ii tiieir names and the amounts of >alarii'- paid \>y and
t'l tlii'iM should apjiear in di'tail ihi-rciii. 'I'liev were Jiki-

K- iil'liu'ed to keep a •^lalf of clerk-. Therefore thev di'-

. ri'.M d the salarie-. while thev increased the imniher of

i-iiik-. m the holief that a pnernment is so much the >iron'_ri'r

t',,r tl
r till' niimhor of people in it'^ employ. The e\ait conver-c

1- an axiom written Iar<ze for all eVe-; to -^ce

ii.P'.'l;,t o f cneriTv seenred varies iiiver-elv with the niiiiiher

a.'i 111- le Minist('riali>m ol icstoration made ;i

as Ihe event proved, in Juiv ls;i(). If a L'overn-
i::i

I ' ;- to he firmly rooted in the heart of the nation, it mu-t
I". • :i hy attachimr individual-, hut hy ideiitifyinsr itself with
till leiifcsts of the eouutrv.

i '' ollicial elas>; was led to de-pise the LToveriimcnt which
their salaries and lowered ih a! position : in

Trl ! .; ion they behaved as a courtesan behaves with an elderh

ti 1
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If ^F'

iiil(ir(T. They ^mvc llic crown an ;Mli'(iu;itc n for tlirir

salaries. If \hr ,i,'()\rrniiiciit an<l tliu.-c m .'ii,|.l()v dad
dar.'d to tVcl ench ollh r',- [)ulsrs; if th,. l,i^^ Nilan. - had !,„i

HtillftI the v..i(v- of the Imlc ,„)>>. tlu; >itnaiiui, w,>iiM \unl
'"''" '•t'co.i^iiizcd a-^ .M|iial!y iiilnlrrahlc (,n citlHT >ulv. Ac
ollicial pivf lii> uholc inin.l tu iiiakiii;,' a luiii-: to ilrau'

;i'

salary lili hr ,-,,i,l,] n'acii a i.ciiMoii was lii> mir ol.j..,i
; and

to attain tliat -rrat n-iilt. anvtliiiij,' (in hi- npin'iun
) wa-

perniis.Mble. Such a .-tatc nf 'hin-s made a >cr[ of a drrk:
It was a source of never-en,lin,Lr intn-tic.- in the d.'i.ariiu.ni.-';
and to make matters wor-e. a rIc.Lrenerat.' aristocracv rricl i,i

I'nid pasture (.n the liouri^voi., common lands, usiiiir ,.||| j,,

i'llliience to <:vt the he.-t j)l'aec,s fur spendthrift son.; and with
these the poor civil servant was oi.lii^ed to compete. A reallv
;d)le man is hardly likely to t r v t(. make his wav in \\w>r
tonuous maze: 1m' will not <-rin-e and wriu-;:le ami craul
thi-ou.irli inu.ldy by-palh> where the appearance of a man uf

ttrains creates a ,>.'vneral -care. An and)itious man .)f ireniu-
nuiy >^'row old in the ell'nrt to reach ihr triple tiara, hut Ik-

will not f(dlow in the foot.-teps of a Si.xtu-^ \'.. to be a ciiirf

clerk for his pains. If a man came into the department and
stopped there, he was either indolent or incomi)t1ent. or fX-
cessively simjile.

And so, l,y de,::ret's. tlio administration was reduced to a

dead level of mc,li,,crily. and an ollicial liierarehv of p.ttv
minds became a standing' ob>truction in the wav (if natienal
prosperity. A proj.rt for a canal, which would have ,1,-

voioped the industries of a pro\ince. mi-iit lie in a piLvon-
holc for .s'vcii yeaiv Bureaucracy shirked .-verv (pie<ti,m,
protracted delays, and perpetuated abuses the bet'ter to pro-
tract and perp.'tuate its own existence. Kverv one. even to

the mitiister in ollice, was kept in leadini:-trin'j:s : and if nnv
man of ability was rash enou.irh to try to do without bureau-
crac\. or to turn the lij^ht upon its 'blunder-^, he was incon-
tinently snuffed out. The list of j,en>i(uis had just

been ])ublished. liabourdin discovered that a retirfJ
ollice messeiiger was drawing a larger sum fnjin the Govern-

if
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111. Ill thiUi tnanv a di-al)

rlit

Ir(i colonel. Tilt' histnrv of Imroau-

th'if read at lar<,'f in the i»cn>ion li>i

ii'iihiiinlin altrilMilfi] tlir lurkin.L' ilrinitrali/atioii in part

ti' iiioihcr i-vil. uliicli lia.< its roiit~ in mir niodi-m iiianiifrs
;

t!i. IV 1- no rral .-iiiiurdinalion in tiic siTvicc. A coiiiijk'to

i!JI\ iirt'xails Iroiii I ic iicait o 1 the ilivi.~i()ii to ilif lowt'jt

<lfrk : and one man i.- as i^'ond a^- anoth.'P in tiif arena,

avesit.lie takes a lii^'li place oul.-ide, V poet.lull wlieii lie l(

,;: ,ii-ii-!, and an ordinarv clerk are all alike employo; iliey

iii.ihc no distinction.-- anionj,^ tlieni>el\e>. Mdiication dis-

IH l| lIllt'M II ininalely brinirs aho

t the son of a minister"

lit the natural result?

liall-]iorter dccn ie the fate of

11 -r-ai mail or >ome landed proprietor for whom his father

li-' '\ \<> Opel) tile door : Tl le latest collier ilieretore can coin-

itli the olde>t. A wealthv >uperniimerarv drivin<: to

lamp ill his tiliuirv with a pretty woman 1)V his sidlue,

>l- out the head id' his ollli-e to hi- companion witli Ids

\\]-'\< Thei e jXoes my cIlK f!" 1 e says, and ins wheels spl asli

t' • jioor father of a pooi' family who niu>t .1:0 on foot tliroiigh

I'l" -tIVct>. The I. iierals call tl irt of thini: rro:_Tess

:

li'..i"Mirdiii looked upon it as Anarchy in ilie core of the ad-

ii:'i:i.-tration. I) id he not see the re-u lt> of iiy— t !ie re-tless

i:"r:i:iiin,^' as of women and eunuch-- in the liariin of an elTete

.-iilian. 1 he
]
let tines.- of lui^ot^, the underhaml spite, the scliool-

l"'V tyranny, the feats on a level with the tricks of porform-

; ili-as. the >lave"s petty reven.ixes taken on the minister

i: I! -elf, the toil and dijilomacy from which an amliassador

" ;:ld shrink dismayeil—and all undertaken to gain a bonus
' increase of salary? And meanwhile the men who really

': ' i!ir work, th(> i'l'w whose devotion to their conntry stood

"iii ui ,strong contrast again-t the background of incom-

!" Mice.—tliese were the \ictin;< of ])arasitcs, these were

•d oil t of the lield i\- sordid trickerv. .\- liigii places

no longer in the gift of the crown, hut went by interest

arliament. oHicials were certain, -ooner or later, to be-

t^i;ie wheels in tlie machinerv of L'ovcriimeiiIt: tl lev won Id be

i'l nil re or less abundantly grea.-ed, asid that was all they
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K!.

ll"llic tn in.iiiv 11 -,„„! Wnrkrr; it ||;|,1 siipiUTvM'il |||;i,ir :,

"'••iiinii.-il .uiiMirnlinii-lv 11 iidcri ;i krii (miu a HM.-c <<{
,l,',.|l-

•^''"''' ''^''-^ it \\-.'- 'li-liiartcnin- maiiv a I.raw man, an.

I

'•"rp.lin- ili<. inu-i \i-,,rou> IimucMv ; lli.. hdtcr >nr\\\rv
.-n.uini: urarv nf injuMicc: (Innl-rrv Irfi tlirm li^tits^, an^l
llicy d'a-inl In carr.

A Mn-lr nil,. ,,!' l,'otlis(iiii,rs clrrk-s iiiaiia.Lrcs tlic wlxilc nf
llif Kn-li>|i r,.rn-.|,un(lcn,-,. „i' tla- firm; a -in.irlc man in a
-"'''""""' "!li''' '"'iM nmlrrtakc ilic wliul,. of the corn-
•'("""''""' "III' ill'' I'lvtVctniv-. r.iit uluavas tlir fir>t man
is Irarnin- ihr .mliincnls nf ih,. ,,,, ,,f inatin-- dii in th.
wnrh!. the laltcr is ua-pnir lii^ time, liraltli. an<l life. Ilep'.
.i.irain. the -r-aiml ran.:,^ lic.||.,\v.

'"' '""'-.. a nalmn is ii,)t t liival-ni.d uilli r\tin<-tion U-
"'"'-''

=' ''U'iil'l'' 'I'l'lx rctiiv^ and a tliinl-ratr .man tak>'S Iii>

|'I--Hv. Inlnckily I'm- iialmns. it wnnid xvin tliat no man.
i< indi^iMH.^ahlr to ilirir cN istciicn : iaif ulicn all men haw
''""• ''"'^" '" •' 1"^^- i"Vr!. Ill,, nalinii di.^apprars. If anv
"II'' «.ini^ an in^t rmiix.. ,.\aniplr. !i,. ,-an .o-.i to Vcni.v.
Ma.lrnl. .\mM.rdani. Storklmlm. and Ifomr: tli.. jilaccs
^^'"'''' " "I" iiinmaiM. pou.r iim-,] t,, shin.' (-"nspicnons arc
'rumhiin- riiMi.-. dcsln,\..| l,v (M.!tiii(..s uliicli (.orrod,.d ii^

Wil.V till It IVarll.d IliiTJl pi;,,,..; ,|i.,, I, ,.,,,,1,1 „,,j fj|,_ ^y,^^,jj

111.' da.v (,{ -trn,L:,i:lc ,am.'. cviaTtliiiiH- coijap.-^cd at the first

threat id' attack.

lint what a ^ Hictilt prohlcm \va< this! To rehabilitate
lli"' ollieial at a time when the Liberal pi^ss was elamorin-
thr.m,uii exerv w.,rk~hop that the nation was bein,<T robbe.]
year bv vear to pav ollinal salaries, ami rwrv headim,' in the
hml-et was n^pre.^ented a.- a Imrsedeeeh. -What was the
,i:ood mI" payinir .1 milliard of ta.xcs everv vear?" cried the
Faherals.

To M. Rahniirdiirs ihinkin.L'. the ,<ri>vernment employe
wa^ to the nali.mal e.xpeiiditure what the li-;,,,,!)!,,^ j^ <„ |i„,

^'amblm- salo..n—whatever he takes awav in his pocket he
brin-s back again. A good >alarv, in his opinion, was 11

i
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Hii] invcstiiH'iit. If \Mii I. Illy pay a man a lliiiu>aiiil francs

M-.\y. and a-k fnr his whulc time i!i> ynii ihH us i.'i><'i1 as

•;:'aiii/.f tliri't ami lui-iTv':' A ciinvic! cm-i- you very iirarly

^ much, and dncs laihcr less uui'k. IWit if the ( invcriiiiiciit

In- a man a >alary '<\' twrlvc thmisaiul fi'aiics. ami cxjiccts

iiMii tn diMitc him-clf ill i-ciiifii to till' siTxicc. the cuiitract

iihl pay hnlh ,-idc- ami t'u' pfii>pcct ()ii,t;iit In attract really

i;iiilc men.

i'he>e retlectidiis thereiipnn ji'd l.'ahoiirdin to recon>titute

•he <iall'; to |ia\e fewer clei'ks. .-alarie,-. trehli'il or iloiihled.

ii'.d pensions >iippr(>-ed. 'The ( io\enimcnt .-lioiild follow
'; c\am])le >et hy .Napolecm. Loiiis .\I\'.. Richelieu, and

\ iiiciie-. and employ younj.i- men: luil the ynimu'' men -hoiiM

•w ohl in ! he >er\ lee, 'I'lie luLiher po>t- and di-tinclioiis

' 'iiihl |ji.
I he reward.- id' their cai-eer. 'I'iie-e were i he capi-

; i! piiintv of a refoian hv wliieh the eovernmeiit and the

' :iii;|| -taiV Would jjike he henelited.

It i.- not ea^\ to enter into details, to take heading hy

idiiiLr. and .i^o throimh a -chenie of reform which em-
Meed the uhoh' of tile hllii-rt and descend, d into all the

M;i:illest ramilications of the admini-lration. so that the

hole mi;^lit ln' hri»u,i:lit into harmony. I'erhaps, too, an

licaiioii of the principal reforni> will he ciioii^di for tho;-!'

ho know tiic a(lniini>ti'at ive >ysteni— and for tho>e who do
'•'. Hut tiiotiirh the iii>torian Venturis upon dangerous

• iind when lie ^i\{'s an account of a sdienie that has very

nil the look of armchair poliev. he is nmic the h'-.- hound
' i:i\e a rouirh idea of IJahoiiidin's nrojci ; I'.ir tlie sake of

' liiiht v.'hich a man"- work throw- on hi> character. If

' account of liahoiirdins lahor,- were omitted, if this his-

Man conreiited himself with the simple statement that the

I'f clei'k in a government otlice possc^ssed talent or an-
' icity. ymi would scarcely feel pre]iared to take his word
:-r it.

ii'ahonrdiii di\idrd up the administration into three prin-

pal departments. [Ie thoiiiiht that if in former titnop

hi-ri- were heads capahle of controllinjr the whide policy of I

i
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the ;,'(.v..rnmrnf ai hn,,,,. ,.,,,,1 ahm,,,!. i|„, K,,,,,,,. „f ,,, ,|.,^.

siirclv M„iil,i „„t |,-i,k ,, .Ma/a,-ii,, a S,„vr. ;, s„|Iv , Ci,',';
t^tMiJ a CollMTt. tn ,],,,,, r,,r la,-,.,- ,|,.|,,,,'tn,r,.t. lha„ ih
of Il.r actual >v^,.„,. K,,,,,, , ,., ,„.,,., n, ,..„al ,„„„, „f vp.u-
nionov.T. thnr „ii„i,h.,v wn„l,| u-,„.k |„.m,.,- i t|„.r ,1,,„'

svv,.„ ar„l til,' ,ha,i,,.s „r ^.r,,,,,^. ,,,.,,„^. ,„ ,,„, ,,,„,„.,. ,^_.^. _.^ _

''"'''''• ;^'"l''- "^ •' 1^'-' <"nM,l..,'ati..„. th,. ,.,-ou„ w,n|.i |,„

>p.-nv>l il.,' .|„l,. „r ,1,,,.,. p,.r,H.,„,.,l ,.han-,.s „f n.inistrv ul,i,l,
"lak,- ,1 „n|M,.MM,. tua,|l,..,v i,, anv ,-,.„>,-|,,i, ....ur.,: „f f„r-n-n iH,|„.v, ,„. ,,, ,,,,.,.v ,l,r,.,i-l, n.f,„',ns at Iim,„,.. |„ \„..
tna. wl„.,v ,liir,.,v„, „ati,,„aliii,.< piv.,.,,! a |„-,,M..,„ of ,|,r,Vr.
out l„t,',VM> mUr !•,.,„,„ ll,.,l a.„l fl,,l|„.,v,l |,v th,',T„wn ,u„
Mal,.>„„., ,.;,^^ the uv.dil n( ,,„l,|,.. |,„~i,„..s uith..nt li,.,,.'
mvrl.u,-,!,.,,,.,!. Wa. Ki-an,-,.

, ,,,•,„ politL^al >ana.:t v than
(.i'vnumyr Th,- Mn1i,i,.Mt ly >illv fan,-. ,.„titl.-.l •('„•„.,!,„.
tional hist.tnt,,,,,.." Iia^ hp,- I,,-,.,, ,.arn,.,| ,., a„ „n,va-„n-
"'''^' ';'""'• ""' 'I '"1 "f it.a>,.v,.,-vl„„lv kn„ws. ha^ Im..,
a .n.-!t,j,l„.ati,„i ,,f ,M,„,>t,.,ual i.,.rtr,>li„. t,'. satisfy the umL-
sprcad ai,ihitioii ,,f tli,' iMuirp-.M-i,..

In r]„. first ),|a,-,.. it .,.,.,„',.,! natiwal ,„ Rah„.in1in t<. r,-
unit." tl,.. .\,l,„i,-alt,v an,l th.. \Va,- Oili,.,, Tl„. navv. lik.. the
art.lhTv. .-avalry. i„fa„tfy. an,l ,.nl„a„f.'. was a' >,.,.n,|,n.'
depart„„.nt„f .!„. \Var,»,ii.,, I, uas M.nlv an a.Km.alv to
k<r,, ;Hl„„rals an.l „.arshals „„ a M.,M,-at,. fo^ti,,!:. whc,; all
worke.l t.,-,.tli..r for a <..„n„„„i ,.,i,l—to wit. tli,. ,l^.f,.n,.,. of
"" '-""""T- till' prnt..rti.m ..f i.al.,,„al i>r,.p,.,-tv. an,] wa,- nf
a-'ros.,o„. Th.. Mi„i.t,.r .,f il„. Int-rior was to pn-si,]," „v,.r
""' '"''''' "'"'''••"l''. th,' i',,li,.,.. a,,,! th,. KN,.h,.,i,„.r. tl„. h,.i-
<;>• to ,l..s,.rN,. lus „a„i,.: whil,. ,h.. Mi,ii>i,.r of Fon-i-ni \f-
^iH-s .•o,,tr,,||,.,l ,h,. a,hM,„i.t,'al.oM of j„,ii,.,.. the" n>val
h">i>.|h,.l,!. a,„l ,.v,.rylhin- in th.. i„t,.ri..r whi.-h .>oTK...r,;,.d
ait.. f,.tti.rs, or th.. .r,-a..,.>. All patrona-.. was to How ,]i,N.,.tlv
trn,„ t|„, c.r„w„. Th,. la^i-nan,..,l nmii.t..,-. hv virtue of h-
on...... was also Pr.'si.h.nt of the ( oun.-il ,.f State. The work .,f
•ach ot th,..,. ,l,.par.lu.e:its w.,iil,| ,.,.,,„ir.. „ staff of two him-
Uiv.1 e,e,.ks at „,o>t at h..a.],|;,a,.t,.rs ; a,i,l !.'ahou,-,]in pro-
posed to houtie tlieiii all in one buiidiu-. as ,,. former dav^
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iiiiiirr the iiiimiircliv. Ii'i'ckninii.r ih,. >alarics at

lut'hc llioii>ainl francs, the ex

an avpfa/je

|H'n-(' o t lliis item in tl 10

II Ills, as apuiist twentyIj'L'cI WDiild a littir cXLt'cd M-vi'ii mill

I .lih'ri> on the ,1,-t ual >\stcin.

Ii\ rciluciii^'- ih,. iiiiiiilMr nf tlic (lc|Kirtnicnts to thrpc. Ha-

lllr CIlonniHl.'^in sii|>j)r(ssc(l wlinir (livi.-ion.-. ami >a\('(l

III' their iiiaintrnani-i' in I'aris. Ilr |ini\>'il tJiat an
'"mli-senu'iil nii^'li! to he workeij hy ten im n, aiul a [>re-

iiiiv hy a dozen at most; on whieh computation the total

llllliel' ot ijnviTummt olliciaU cmplovcd all over Frai lee

:c army and courts of law excepted) would onlv amount
ihout five thousand—a niunlicr tl icn exccrdcij li\- 1 111 -tatr

iri> alone On t

province of tlie clerks of the var

lis plan. Iiowi'ver. iiiortirai iici-ainc

ious courts : the staff of
!;ii-el for tile crown {inliiistir'- j,)ili/ir) in each court uouid
di'rtake tlie rc.unst rat ion of lilies and the superintendence

'

I he i-rown lands.

in tills way ifaliourdin concentrated similar functionp.
f 'rtirafres. dcalii-diie^, and rcLM-tralion of titles remained
ihin judicial spheres, whiii- tlnee suiiernumeraries in each
'irt, and three in the ( 'ourt-K'ovai, sulliced for the extra

I'.v the consistent application of the same princi]ile, Ra-
irdin j)riiceeiled to financial refonn. He had amali:a-

lU Imperial taxes in one sinirle tax, levied, not up
ierty. hut upon commodities consumed. .\n

!! consumption, in

on

a~-e<>eil tax

union, was the onlv wav id" nii:^

J ilie national revenue m times of ])eaee, the land-tax hein^
-' rved for times of war. 'I'lieii. and then alone, tlie State
-lit demand sacrifices of the ow n;Ts of ijie sml i'nr the de-

ter times it was a ;,'ri)ss [)olitiealif the soil ; at otl

lier t o \ex the land with hurdens levond a certain limit

n•thing should he left to fall hack uiion in ^^reat crises. O
-anu' princij)le. loans were to he ne,t:otiateil in time of
c, hecause they can then he issued at par. and not (a.s

iimos) at fifty per cent ili-count. Jf war hmke out,

nd-tax remained as a resource.

d
m
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I<;s rrir «.o\ i;i;\.mi;m ,| i:,;kj.

'"•""-"•"..I ,1, li„-u,-,v „ ,n,-,k,. ,., ,.|.,,„ ^u,...[. ,.f,|.,.

'"", ^'l'^"-''"'- i"'' 'I- -'M.-,,,„n ,,: ,,„|,,„,, ,J,., ,,„

"' "''''"- """ "" I",,,..n;,l ,,x ,l,„„|,| i„. ,,,n,la!,..l

'III' .IIMMlllll li v,,.,|

''" l'lin|.II-.|,|r||,.~> ,,f -I ,,,^ ,|,„„
"''"'''- iMl.lllllllI l||;|| \,,|| ,j

11". Mr((.~>arilv mean in

Ml-l-

''""' '';""""•""; ^'"' 'i- ">-l,.l:,.,Mh,.!,„;,|,.n.!,,-
:^~

';
"""^"•""' ' '•'''-Iv.a.Hlulnl,. ,1k. nHl,vHlual,.av

" "• .'K' >i:iii' ,-. I- ni.)iv. '

.

''.''hi'UiIm,,. a~ lin. ,vr„n„ n.av m.,,,. „ „as ,,MTi.,| ,.„,

'"^'^''>-"i;'- '-'"'- I^H„.nnln, ,n,.U',„.al,aJ',;:,;;!
--m.nt. ,n;.,

.

I,v ,1„. Inland Ifi'U.nu. n..|,ar,n„M„ and t!,-

H .,,,,,, |.nn,.,M>.nanaH.al,lva,.,a.ra,,.^^^
"'"" "' '" ""•"""^ "' ["'i^.-"- ndivHlna!- and ..TvanNW..~. and ..M-na^... l.nd ,l.,.n,H.h,s ,„ .Mmial.s for ,1,;

lvx.h..,u,.r. Il„u>,.. and .h,.,- ,..,n„.n,s ^arv v.rv li,,,. in
v.arlvvaln,. and. l,.nn,,.a-,lv d, .,,,,,„„-. Kal.n.rdm ,,.,ini, .1

'"."'' ""'I';"!"l'"l|l.-.in,n.-,n,,n. N.,.a,.,„n^ .vl iin,. ,han tin,..

"." "' I'V.Ih. Kx..h,.,|u,.r (nun ( so-..all..d ) indin.,1 ,av„iun

on I'.-icli nidiMilual laxpavcr.

•^" ''"l"nal ..'.v is a
'

[U'Lliminary cliar-p paid on thin-.
-. f-r<n,H. and panl nnd.T mnr. or l.s. spinous dis-nn-,^
Such di.-ui.... w.re u.ll mcu-h for purpose., uf extortion;
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lit surely tlwv iiiv .t\<-uu\ in ih,'^,' .|;i\. ulicii ih,. chi^-cs
.Inch liciir tlic Ipiii-d.-u "( i;i\,iiiun ki.uu |M.ri\.||\ ur|| u|,v
rh'' ni'iiii'v i> u;iiii. il .'ilnl \\'<\\ il !- r;ii-(i|

t. lllC ImhI'T; 1> iml ;| -I rdjiu-hipx. iMtl II r il j- ! \' ^iiiTiiiir-

'I ; ii> it is lillcil ^iihl ill,, u.ii. r ii:M iiliiiicd, I

i.i\paycr> in m-

iH', ii.r 111^1:111. 1.. ilwii ilirr,. \M

M' cnlllllrv

Vr M \ IlllllUlllii

v (irciini-t;i!ii !- .ind l.'.ilh ,ii ril iii wa:
nr<\ to -how ihai M) niaiiv (.\i~|,(|. if il,,- n, h I;

|.r.

\ [laviTs ucro
'I'lt'il III ihi' llUIIlhcr- U.illld il liul ]„ hitliT. ||l.-lr,-|i| ol"

I'iiiiiii:^- a vcxaliiiii- ia\ oil wiiir h_v liii' LMlhm. to a>k ihc
•n-iiiiHT to pay a lixnl -iiiii pri- aniiuin to ihr < ifivcniiiiciil ?

>.:r|i ••uiii(.-(liic>"" w.nihl imi h,. iii,,rv oilioii^ than ihi' ilnor

.imi uiiiilow ia\, whMc ihry u-ailil \n-r.\<j: m a hiiiniivil mill-

(nM.-ll|lljit inn Wire

ii-i' rciii. laih iii-

liiiai uduld iirliially pay Ir-- ; tlic ( MiMi-niiiciit wduM
\\r 111 ihc cn.-t- (if ccincctiiiii : ainl thi' ((iii-iinii T wiaiM Ix'iic-

it hy an iiiinn-n.-c rrduciicui in i'

'll> to the K\c!ll'(|lliT. I f i.thi r |;l\r- nil

M VMM' a>M.--ci| 111 jiriipMii icii In ill,, h

II' prii'.- <il ('(ininiMilitics

I) fiulh'^s vexatious ri'i'ii-
i. inch no longer wnuhl hi- .suhjecicd i

'' :! inns.

HaiMiiirdin roerved a ta\ nn viiicvard-. hv uav uf a safe-

guard a,irain.-t nvcr-pruihiel ion. .\iid. the hriicr to reach the
j""!!' ('(iii-iinHT. the ehar.LTe for retaih'r-" lieeiiM's \va- made in

'piirtinii to {\\i' popuhilion (d" the di>trict. In tlu'se tiiree

.'.:iy> tile |-;.\

icav\ expciiM

eliei|Uer wiaihl rai.~e an ennrniniis siiin without
('. and i!o auav witti a tax w h (h was not onlv

V expen.-ive to collect.
" xalioiis and iiiirdcnMinie. hut also ver

T'le hurden would fall on the rich instead of torineiitin^' tiie

:.-ior.

'i'ake anothor instance. Suppose thai tlie diitv on salt

'''k the form of one or two francs levird on each taxpayer;
iiiodcrn f/iibfjlc would 1 le aiioli: iicil. tile poor population

.Ver'

I a.:rncnlture ^xenerally would f(>el ihc relief, the revenue
dd not he diinini>he(i. and no taxpayer would coniphi in.

taxpaytT indeed, whether farnu-r

il he (|uiek to rccomii

or niaiiiil.ictiirer,

lions of liv

zc the iinprovetnent if ihe cond
ing grow easier in country places, and trade in-
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'''':"'•
,;^'"'-'" '-'•""^^'•"'w"ul.|-..<.an,nrn.a<r „Mh,.

" ''' -" '". -'^ I- --'?",. .u:,v ,1,.. ..un.nlh"""^ -I'l^n-.ilM- |„, ,|,„ ,.„||...,,„„ „,• „„,,,,„„ ,^,,,.„,„

^'"V"'""""
"'!'"" ^' .^—•',„„.„(, :,,„.! I„„h ,1,,. T,v..Mv

;""' l"'^-;"'".^luHln:,l.- u„nl,| l,.n,.,i, Uv ,h,. ,.,.,.,„.„,, ^|-,;

^^-. nn.lennp„u,|,.,. u..n. „. I... ,.„ un,!.-,- . r-V-', U.,,..,!,

p'
"• -!"';""-;'''-,.. Tl„. .y,. ...,...,. ,1,.,.!,,,,..., „,., ,

;;"
''''^'""•;^ -ia,n,-,n^,!;,„ ,i,„ i,„ ,, ,, ,,^,^„,,^,;,

"' '"'"ir,. nil,,.,' Ili.n, nf -uV,.r,|„H.„I
IV S,..,„. ,h„uM ..n nn ,,r„p,.r,v: thnv .h.nH.l 1... „.

S,,l..,.nt,.rpn..,
11,,. s,,-,,,. ;,. , luuh,^^u.v «,,.,,„ „|„„n

•'-'"iw..n,.M,.lv. ,n lf.l.u„,.,|,n-. „,„„„,„. TU. Su.tr hnn<
;';"|;:;"'-""''^''. an.i -v,,..,. ,„.,,..-: ,i„.,.., „ , ,,„„,,,;.

'— -T,. .Inuvr: .n,|. i„.H,l,.. ,|„. S,;,„. ,.,„k ;, CrLu

'" 1'- f'" "11.,.,. M,;,nut,-,.-tun.r. vvhn p,.,v ..X,.,. N jt ,h,,

lv,;'.''^"
'"""•"' ""-nun„.,un. or /o..n, n,.. nu.nu-

-.ny M,.n.ntl.n,,l.,,f«.,.al,l, a. p,.Hi,l..an.,.,va,,.,l''

:"'"''': ''^':""^. "'" ^'^"— i,h..r k....p, ,lu. ,„o„..v i„Hv .«„!,,!,„«,„;:„ n....|l,..lvrro,n..,n.ula„-,„).orpnts
;;'"':' '""'•'>' a; a ra„. .i,],,.,- I,,,!,.,- .„ 1„„,,,. „„,/„„.
';

'"i/."""'"^'
'"'"'"' ""•""i^''^'l:-,ak,nK an i^noM. pn.'i,

;''';^-rvanNn,,!H.,onn,T..a.., .-paying num. than

.

-Hy. ,t at any „„u. th,. S,ap. ,|,.pos..s oMh.. mass of (.a.„:

a ttTriiik' baukniptc-y.
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'I'lic Iaii(l-t;i\ v\a- mil In hi' Unhr aw.i\ uilli altiii'i lliiT.

Ii'..!"'iiii|iii alliiuiil .1 \,]\ -mall aiiinuiil In ivmaiii for ih

-,IK'

.1 uar.

['Ill r-.

'[iiii;,' tlir mat liiiMr\ in unikin;;' uidci- in ca-c n.f

>Ul ( ll'arU |l|n(l||(r \\nail.l I M' iiri'. ,imi nianula(if;i

limliii;.' clirai) fau iiiatrr lal-. ( <iuli

'iiiLincr witlidiit llic in-nl

1 I ,,|ii|..ti' Willi the

lull- an! i'\{ lU'iiln I |.i|

riic ailiniiii>tration of thr i|i'|parl mciil- udiiM If iimlcr

Mil LrralllltnU-lv hy tin- Uc|l-lu-i|n, a |lii-Mlllr prrfa;:!' lie

liclij mil a.- an imliui imi I. Ma-iMral i>. ami tliiir ^iiii-

alni'ii. ami the liai'ii

Tl

rd jiiiiii'-.~|iih-. ,-(|,,uii| ?iiii\c iiiin.ir> as

riTuiii|M'iiM'. I lir cnn-nliTaliuii in uliidi trnM'rnriii'nt

I Mi a Is ucrc lii'ld would lie imiiunsci \ imrcaMd li\ ilic iiii-

n'Tliiliri' (ij IJH if liii-t- ai i| cnii-hlcraiiir >alaiMi'-. arh

iii;rr

\- il

111' llunkini,' (if lii> raici-r and I'ranci' uoiild im |(.ni.'<T

fruMi till' ptiision caiiciT.

II' Miitiiin M' of all till-, l>al)(iin-din r-iimabd ilial lli'

rxiM-ndiliirc would he fi-dinvd lo -cmii liumlfd millions,

uliili' the rcccijiis wmild amounl. a- lii'j'.in-, |o tuiK.- Iiiiti-

dti'd million- (d' fram-.-. An annual surplus of ti\c millions

'add \>r mailc |o trll more 'irri-lnallN on llir h'ld llian tlu'

j'.dlry Sinkiiij.^ Fund, id" ulmh tlio fallacy had !"-''n i-lcarly

^ilown. By est

.i fiimlliold

ddi.-hiii''- a SinkiiiLr l-'uml, llir Sialr lifraini'

or, a.- wi'll a^ aII land. wiioi- and manufariuri'r.

I.a>tly, to carry out his project without undue friction,

and to aviud a St. Hartholomcw of employes, Kahoiirdiii

i-ki'd for twenty year^.

'i'hi'se were the iiialiired idea^ of the nian wlms'

n Lnveii to liii' incompcicnl M. de la i:

e tdace liail

arilicre

Hem e so \a>t in appearance, vet mi -imple in the woi

irojcct winch .-wept away luorc than one .real oiiiciai

ml su

A
kin,!,'.

>tair,

ppresM'd nian\ an eipially n-i-lr— liiti.' piaei-. reipiired

ntinual c-alciilatioii, lUiiirate >tati.-lie>. and the i Icare-t

pr-of,-. to suh-tanliate it. For a hm^' uhile IJali.'Urdin had
-tudied tilt' l)udiret in it- i.louhle a-peet. that of wav- ami
means on the om' side, and exjiendit lire on ih<- oihcr. iii.s

did not know how iiiauv ni;:iils h a\e to tl letjc

;ioughts

,' tHi-J.vV
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Aii.l v,t to liav,' n.n.viv,..! (|„. pn.j.vt and siiperimnos..]

\\
;"' ''" ''^"1 '""'r "! '!" iHliniinstnilinu was as nothin-

'''•-""'I'" liM.l SI III to li„,| a inini>hMTa,,aM,.nfai.[.nviatin..r
"s rH, „•„,>. Il,s >,„,.,.>. clrariy ,K.,.cn,|...l ii,.,,,, a .|niot pn-

'"'"••'' ""tinuk. an,! tiir limes unv still iiiis.tth.l He „mIv
;-"»s„k.n-.l tliat the iin^rnuumt was finallv Mrnre wlu.;,
tliiv.. hm„liv.] .iq.ntics lia.i tin- cMira-r to fi.rni thom«ol\vs
I'ltn a s.,li,| >vst..inatii- ininisfrialist inajuritv. An admin-
istration ,.-,ai,|i.|H.,l ,.„ iiiat l,a<,s had l.rn inau/^uratcd
suuv l.aliuunhn cnnii.lrtt.d his schcin... Tlu' splendor of tlu-
tun., ol pear.. ,lne to fl,,. Hourh.ms ...dipse.! th.. militarv
sj.lnidof. of ih.. hrill.ant .lay^- wlu.n Fran.-., was one va4
'•""I' ""<! yietori,... ahn.a.l w..r.. r.dlow,.,] bv ..xpendituro an.l
'li>|'lay at liotne. After ih.. Spanish .ainpai-n. the Covern-
""•'it s....„„,l as if it u.iv snn.lv enterin- lipon a p.^acful
''' 1" ^^liieh -..od Miiirht h,. ,lnn..: an.l. in.l..e.l. h„t thr..e
i.mnths h..|un, a n..u- r..,^m ha.l l...,^nin uidianip..re.] hv anv
ohsta.les. an.l the Liberals of the L..ft hail...l Charles \'

vi,h
as nuieh enthusiasm as the partv of th.. lU^n{. It wa-
onongh t.) .|..e,.ive tlie most (d.-arsi,irht..d. (\mse.n,ontlv themoment >..,.ine.l propiti.uis t.. Kahour.lin; f..r if an" ad-
nnntstration t..ok up >„ ,::,.eat a s.hem.. ,d' ref.u-ni. atul under-
took t.. carry it thr..,,::!,. it must of necessity ensure its own
eontmuatic.. in .jHic...

X.'wr !,..f.)r,. ha.l l.'ah.uirdin s.^eimd m.-r.. tliou^rhtfuj ai'.l
im.occupu.,1 as he walk,.,! to hi< .,nice of a nwrnin- and
cam,. I.a.k a-ain at half-past f,,ur in tli,- aft..rn..(m." At.d
.Mill,.. I.al.ounlin. on h,r m,1... ,l,...pairini: ov.'r Ii,.r spoilt life
an.l w..arv ..f w..rkin<: in privat,. for s..m.. tVw luxuries el'
dr..>s. ha.l n,.v,.r s<..iu...| >.. s,)urlv .liscmt-.nt. Still «he wh
atta.^h...! to h,.,. hu>l,an.l: an.l th.- sl,am,.ful ni!ri..n>..s l,v
which th.. wiv..s n( „tl,..,- olIi..ials suppl..n,en...d an inadequal..
salary. n-,.r... ,,, !„., opinion. unw,)rthv ..f a w.unan so mu.h
al'ove th.. ..r.linarv l,.v,.l, For this r,.ason she refused U>
l-..-iv.. anytlni.ir t,. ,lo with Mm... ('olh.vill... who was intiniat..
with I-ran,;oi. Ke||..r. an.l ^av,. ..nt..rtainments whi,.h
i'<.lip>,-,l th(. parties in the liuv I)u])li.)t. Celestine to.)k tlie
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iiiipiissivc iniiiiiur of the piilitiml tliiiikcr, the iiiciilal \nvw-
. liiMliim of a hiird worker for the listlc-s iipatiiy of an otiicial

ii'ud.L:-!' \vli().-c suiril has liccii l.rokfii \>y routiiu': sli.- tlioujrln

I'.rv husliaiul was suliiiiittiii<x to lln' yoke of tlic mor-l hateful
|"ivcny of all—the poverty of straitened means that just en-
;iMes a man to live. She sighed to think that she should
liave married a man of vo little enerL^v. Ami so. ahout this

time, she determined that she would make her husliand's fiu'-

liiiie for him ; at all c-o.-ts. she would launch him into a hi.irher

.-jilirre. and she woidd hide all the sprin.irs of action from
liiiii. She set about this task with the oriLMiialitv of
li"ii winch distiim-uishi

h.T>elf

II r from other Women sh

coneep-

' iirided

on risiuir above their level, on totallv disretrardinir

iiicir little prejudices; the barriers that society raise

i • I' sex shouhl not impede her. She would flirht f

bout

ools with
own weapon. he vowed in her frenzv lie wouN

Make herself upon the issue if there was
-loft, she saw things from a height.

Tiie moment was favorable. M. de

no Oilier wav.

!a Billardiere wj

'ineie ly ill. and must die in a few da' If Kabourdin
ceded to the place, his talents (Celestine admitted 1

ininistrative ability) would be so well appreciated that tl

M of Mast er o f R ('duest; promised before) would
-'iven to him. Then he would be Koyal Commissary, and
ring forward the measures of the government in the
'lamber. How she would help him then! She would be

lis M'cretary; if necessarv. she would work all niirlit. All
ihi that she might drive a charming ealeche in the Hois dc

iiloiqi i". and stand on a footing of eipiality with M
l''lphine de Xueingen, and raise her salon to a

Mnie. {'ollevilleV. and be inviteil to hiirli Ministeri

me,

level with

il solcmni-
and gain an appreciative audience. People should call

"Mnie. Hahourdin ilc Something-or-other"" (she did
I; 'i know vet wlicre her estate shoiih 1 be). just as thev said

llic d'Kspard. .Mme. dWiglcmont. or Mme. de Cari'd
-hort. of all tl

lano.

l!Il_'S lie W

iiiie o f Kabourdin out of sight.

ould put the oilious-soundinu
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Thcs'SÔ0 soerrt aspirations pr<..luc,.(l cortain corrosnondin<rchanges „, ,h,. |„n,s... M„„, ,;,,„„,,,(„ ,,, , ,,, ^Sn.s<.lut,.ly ,nto deb,. She engaged a n,an-servant a^d' ^^h n nno an ,neons,nVuons livery, brown with red pipi

'^
Sho renewed son,e of the furniture; papered her n n ^

'
h r '"' ^;'"' '"<-^-"'<^ ""^n in fashion; wini;

.h,fh'' '";''' '""^V;;/'*-'f"f"'J to dress m a nlann.ru rth „f |..r ambitions. The various tradesmen who s,n,.pdh..w„h the munitions of war discounted her ei.tions She ,i,,,v.. a dinner-party n-nh.rlv every Frida v the
J,'ues,s bun,. ...peeted to eall to take a eup of tea o .V^'f,-m. ^^edne,sday. .V„d her dinner .na.ts worr^^^^^^^^^^^

Jt I .••th or ,ndnv..tlv promote her interest... PeoplemjoVd thos. ..v.nmgs very much ; or thev profe.s.^ed to do

t"v p"'-
"T' T " """^'' '" ^"'•aet'guests In itis

•
fo, Kabourdnu he was so intently oeeupie.l with the eo„-elusion of his "Teat l-ilmrs tl,.,t ', • ,

or luxury in his holis!

'"""' '"''"^^

And so it came to pass that th,. husband and wife all un

^^

Xow there tlourished in those davs a certain secretarv-tren

•"'"tlN. It a storm arises, h,^ and his l,ke are swept awn'

nowVirf""-'
''''

I'r
^^''^"''''' '^'^ "•^' ^Hor:'h;::

knnus hou lar away. Hut even so the hulk has a certain air't nnportance. The traveler wonders whether the k

;;-
-ntanu'd vahtable merchat.dise. wh^^^

;' > <'" .-".n- great occasion, took a .share in a jzreat sei-

1">«J> "i a king. At this precise juncture Clement deslT

.-.k

'*'
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p.'.'Uilx (tlif Liipoiiulx had absorbed the Cliardin) had
ivai hcd his aj)()<,'cc. In every life, however illustrious or
mIim ure. in the careers of dumb auitnals as of seeretaries-gen-

• i.il. is there not a zenith and a nadir?—a period when <,doss-

I'u >- and sleekness reach a climax, and prosperity reaches its

niiiin-t radiance of '^h>v\'f In the nomenclature of the fab-
iiiiM. de.- laipeaulx Ixdonged to tlie liertraiid ^'enus, and his
uiinjc occupation consisted in discovering: batons. As he
happens to be one of the principal characters in this drama,
Ih' deserves to be dcscrilx-d tlierein, and so n\uch the more
fully because the Revolution of .Inly abolished his place: and
a secretary-general was an eminentiy useful institution for a
institutional minister.

It is the w(nit of the moralist to pour forth his indi<,nia-

ti^n upon transcendent abominations, ("rimes t'or him are
'I'lds that brin<f a man into the police-courts, social subtleties
I -'ape his analysis; the ingenuity which gains its ends with
tlir Code for a weapon is either too high or too low. he has
iirither magnifying glas< no) telest-opc; he must have good,
-tmng-colored horrors, abundantly vi-ihic to the naked eve.

And as he is always occupied, as one may say. with the ear-
iMvora. he liad no attention to spare for reptilo: so. luckilv
I'.r the satirists, the fine shades of a Chardin des [.upeaulx
are left to them.

Selfish and vain; supple and proud: sensual and glutton-
"iis; rapacious (for he had debts) : discreet as a toml) wbich
kreps its own secrets and allows nothing to issue forth to

LTivc the lie to the inscription meant to edify the passing
traveler; undaunted and fearles,- in asking favors: amiable
arid witty in every sense of the latter word : tactful and ironi-

< li at need;—the secretary-general was one among the crowd
ol' mediocrities which form the kernel of the political world.
As a politician, he was ready to leap gracefully over any
^Lream, however broad: he was the kiml of man that can do
you more harm with a kiss than by a thru-^t with the elbow;
hi' was a brazen-fronti'd sceptic that would go to mass at

Saint Thomas d"Aquin's if there was a fashionable coiiiircifa-
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10" th, n.. I),,. |.up..,n,lx s knoul.c]^.. r-onsistod in knowing
what otlirr ,...o,,l,. k„..u-: h. |,,,,| dios..,, the ,,rof,.>sion of
oaves(ln.,,p(T, .nul n.v.r ,!i,l ,„v „f tl„. ....nfrahTnitv nav -imon; strut attcntio,. „, I,„hm.s.. In his fare not to am',,..
suspu-,.n h. uas naus..atin.|.v fuIscMt.; subtle as a porfinno
can'ssinir as a uoinan in his manners.

Chardin .les Faipraulx had j„st completed his fortieth
.v.'Mr Il,s youth had lun-r lurn a s.mree of allhVtion to him
lor I'.' felt mstiuelivrlv that -mly as a deputv e.add he lav a"

s.ire foundation for h,> fortun... I)o,.s anvone ask how' he
find mad<. his way:- In a verv simple manner. I)..< |,„.
peanix was a pol,ti..al Honneau. Ij,. undertook eommission<
of the de heate kind win,], ..an neither he driven to a man that
respeets him.elf. nor yet to a man that has lost iii^ s(.|f.r,..
speet. Krrand> of iI,mi M.rt arr u.uallv undertaken bv c,>n-
ous persons of somewhat doubtful auihoritv. whom it is (,,.v
to flisavow should oeeasion re<|uire it. lie was eontinuallv
compronn.^ed. that was his .-Mlli,,;:; ,,nd wh..ther he failed or
sueeeeded. he jjot on eipialh- fast.

The Hest..ration was a time of compromiso; compromise
between man and man. and between aeeomplisli(>,l fact. an<i
comin,<r ,.vent.<. In all pnblie business, in .^hort. there wa< ,
perpetual pn.eess of jriv,. ,,,,1 ,ake. Des Lupculx irrasp.'d
the Idea that authority ..tood in need of a .harwmnan.

'

Let an old woman once ^vt a footing in a house- let her
l';ani how to make the bods ajul inrn them down to satisfac-
tion

:
l..t her know where tho spoons are kept, wh.'re to ^^^-cov

refuse, where to put th.' soilod linen, and when" to find it- let
Jut ae,|uin. th.' arts of pa.Mfvin.i: dun^ an,l -listin-uishin-
th<" riirht kin<l of y.orson lo admit : Irt her orur -ain her foot"
111^'. I rep,>at. and such a woman mav haw her faults yet
were she tooflil,.ss. erookrd. uuc-leaniv in her person "and
habits—nay. wer.. she addicted to tlio lottery and in the habit
of appropnatini: thirty sous .laiK- for her stakes therein—h.T
••niplovpr< ar.. iKed !o hor wavs. and d., not care to part with
her. Thov will hold coun^H on the most delicate familv
allairs in her presence: she is on hand to remind them of r-
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>Miir(cs and io scent out scents; slir l)rin;,'- the ruM,ire-|„,i and
'I,.' -Iiaul at the [ovc h(»|(),i:ieiil nioniciil : >hv allows them to
M->M lier. lo l)un(llc her downstairs; h\n, |o ! nr.\t niorninj:,
:•' lh( ir awake^ill;,^ she eiit.T.- -'ailv with aii r\,rlh'iit eiip of
l.r..|h. ll()we\cr ^Teat a statesman mav he, he too needs a
' '!.ir^M>man, a faelotiim with wliom hr ean show himself
'.rnk and irfesolute; soinchody in wliose piT.-cucc he ean

11 his (h'stiny. put <|uestioiis t,, himself, and answer•
.;]'

Ihi'tii, ant

iiiil ihe s

serew Ins eon ra^--,' lip to the stiekiiiir-poiiit. l)i

ava^a. <r,.t sj)arks \,\ iiihhinir u hit of hard wood
;ii,'ain-t a softer piece? Many a hriirht genius is kindled on
tlie same principle. Napoleon f(mnd ^ucll a partner of his

j^y- and cares in Herthier. IJichelieu in Peiv Joseph; des
l-iijieaulx took up with aiiyhody and everyhody. Did a min-
!er tai from power:- Des Lupeaulx kept on i^ood t erm^

e outi'oiitir aiK
^Mi.h him, actin<r as intermediary hetueeii th
inenming memher of the <rovernment. soothin.<r the f
' ;ii a i.artin-,' piece of llattery. ami perfuming: a first

I'liiiient for the latter. Des Lu[)e;iul\. moreover, understood
'" admiration those little tritle.- of which a statesman has

ormer

com-

li leisure to thmk. lie eoidd ri'i o,:,nii/:e a necessity ; he was
a|i! in ohedience. lie enhanced the value of hi> k iiaverv In

,i:ain its full nrici
itiir ;he iirst to laugh at it, the hetti

!d he was al.vays ])articii!arly careful to perform serv
a kind which were not liki

lees

in-!ance, peoj )ie were obliged to en
111" l']mpire and the Restorat

ly to he forgotten. When, for

the gulf fixed hetween
ion ; when evervhodv was look-

\ 'Ai

ahout for a plank; while all the curs in the I

ling over to the other side with vwere rusl

m|)erial ser-

olulile profes-
>{ devotion, des Lupeaulx had niixd large sums of the

•lley

wi

denders, and was cmssing the f

IVill

ronticr. He staked all

n all. lie hoiight up the most pnssini: minor dehts
tracted in exile hy His Majestv Louis XVIll.; and heing

rst in the field, he contrivid to ilischarge nearlv three
ions at twenty per cent, for lie had the g(iod Juck to

I II

"rate in tlie tin ck <d' the event< of IS]) aiid ]A\r,. The
its were swallowed down hy .Messieurs Gohseck, Werbnist,

12

I
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..J-^.,M1
ill1
^ ^p

and (Jigoniu't, the croupiers df the eiU(Tpri?o; but des Lu-
pcaulx had j)ri)iiu.-('(l as much to thorn. He was not playing
a slake, hv was vtiitiiriiig the whole bank, knowing well ijiat

Louis .Will, was not the man to forgot such a whito-wa.shing.
Dos Lupoaulx received the appointment of Master of llv-

(piest.s; lie was made a chevalier of St. Louis and an olHeer of
the Legion of Honor. Having once gained a fouling, the
adroit climber cast about for a way of maintaining iiimself
on ilie ladder. He had g.iined an entrance into the strong-
li'dd, but generals are nut wont to keep any useless mouths
for long. And then it was that to his i)rofessiuns of useful
help and gi)-hetwcen he added a third—he gave gratuitous
advice on the internal diseases of jiuwer.

He discovered that the so-called groat men of the Restora-
tion w L prufuumlly uno<|ual to the occasion. Events were
ruling them. He overawed mediocre politicians bv going to

them in the heiglit of a crisis and selling them tlmse wahh-
words which men of talent bear as they listen to the future.
ion are by nu moans to suppose that such watchwords orii^n-

nated with des Lupoaulx himself; if tlx^y had. he would hau'
been a genius, whereas he was simply a clever man. Ber-
trand t'lomont des Lupoaulx went everywhere, collecting
opinions, fathoming men's iiuur eunsciousness, and catching
the sounds they gave forth. Like a genuine and indofati"
gable political bee, ho gathered knowledge from all sources.
He was a Hai/li's Didiuntinj in llesli and blood, but he im-
proved u])on his famous prototype; be galbered all opinions,
but bo did not leave others to draw tludr own conclusions,
and he had the instinct of the bluc-lly ; he dropped down
straightway upon the most succulent mor.sels of meat in the
kitchen.

For whioh reascms des Lupoaulx was supposed to be in-

di.^jH'iisablo to statesmen. Indeed, the idea took so deep a

root m people's minds, that ambitious and succes.-ful men
judged it expedient to compromi.so des Lupoaulx, lest he
shoidd rise tuu high, and indomniliod him fur his lack of im-
portance in public by using tlieir iutorost for luiu in private.

^i.'



•X.. :' '*- # 'w ' \;.
.'

V

Tlir: (iOVEUNMENT (I.KRKS 17!»

Xcvcrtlu'lcss, as soun n. tin.- fi-licr ..f ideas fell tliat he
ii,,- -nuTallv suppoiinl, \\r iiad insisted updii fanu'st-iiioiu'y.

Ih' ilivvv his imy as a >\:\i\ (.iliccr ol' the Xational (iiiard, in
iUiidi lie hehJ a sinecure at the expense of the eitv of I'aris;
iir was a ^^)vernnieiil (•nninii>sinnei' for tlie superiiiteiideiice
'( :i joint-stock company, and an inspector in the Roval
11 'ii>ehold. His name appeared twice hesides in the civil

l:.-l as a Secrctaiy-( ieneral and Ma>ter of i?eipiests. At this
iM"iiicnt it was his ambition to he a cnnimander of the I,e<:i,.ri

"f Honor, a .;rentieman of the iie(hhami)er. a count, and a
d'|iiiiy; hnl for this ia.-t |)osition he had not the necessary
<|uahlications. \ deimty in those (hiys was hmmd to pay a
!li"U-aiid francs in taxes, and des I.ii|.eaiilx"s mi^erahh' place
m the country was scarcely worth five liundrcd francs a vear.
Uhriv wa.- he to tind the niuiKy to i,uild a count rv-liouse ;

I" -iirround it with respcctahle estates, and thmw dust in tho
I }' - id' his constituents?

At the openiiiir ,,f this Scene he had scarce anything: to call
h- -nvii save a round thirty thousand francs worth of debts,
I" uhich nolMMly disputc.l his title. Des Lupeaulx dined out
''•IV day. For nine years he hat! been housed at tlie e\-
I"

!iM' id the State, and the inini>ters" carria^^'s were at his
||-!"'>''l- Miirria^-e nii,irlii set him afloat a^'ain. if he could
ImiI I'lit the waters that threatened to submertre him; hut a
-

' uiatch (h>])ended upon advancement, ami advancement
li'l'iiided upon a seat in the Chamber of Deputies. <'a-ti,ur

:
i"'!it f.ir some way of breakin-: throu,i:h the viciou.* circle, he

-iH but one expedient—to wit. >onie -nvat service to he ren-
'!r.d t„ the <,'overnnient, or snni,. protitabJe hit of jobberv.
l!m (onspiracies (alas!) were played out. The Hourbon's.
I" -ill appearance, had triumphed over faction. .\nd a,~ for
,! '''l|iTy !—the Lcd't benches, imlinkily. were <loin,i,' all that
" tiiein lay to make any ,i:overnment impossible in France;
i"!' -cveral years pa.~l their absurd di>eus>inns luid thrown
-'i-b a searchin;: li<rht upon the d.iiii,i;> of the >ro\ernm(>iit
'-'! irood bits of business were out of the question. Tlie last

c! been done in Spain, and what a fuss they had made about
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It. 1.) ,n,un .11. ,|,.> |,u|M.n,|x 1,;„| Miuliinlir,! .lillionltHs
or hitrisrlf. |'„.|M.M„n- ,„ ,),,. ,„i„i.„.,,- f,.j,,,„i,iii f,„. ,,„,!
'" inii.>u,|,.ni|_v...s,,n-M.,| iMs.lr.-iiv tu h,. .M.Ur.l on thv mm.
isl.Tial lM.n.li..s. 'I'll,. .Mini>tr\ was not sl„u- t.. [HTtrivo the
ori;,Mll nf (Ills (loir,.. |),.s 1, iM"'""\' nu'jiiit to stri-ii^'thcii ;,

';''' "'""'•' l"'^'"""- ""! '" !" II" iMi.-rr (K.pcMdent up,,,,
ticn I, v,.s ilu. rrvoli of ,|,.. l,o,n„l n<:mu,i the liunt.r
uii.T..|,,iv. il„. .MiiiiMiv -jiv.. l.im now a nit or two witii th,'
whip a, Ml ::.,u a ,an.>s. Thry raisr.! „p riv.ls unto hi.a.
Hut .lr> I.up,,nil\ l„.ha\,.(l lowar.ls thr.M. as a .-Irvrr courtL-
Hau ircai. Mrw.omu's ,n h,r pn.f..ssi<.„ : h.- spn,,(J snarrs,
^"'>' ''"

' " ''i''""- '""1 !"• iH'i'l'^ th..,,, ftvl the conso.Hk'rKrs
prHty prompt I V. Thr n„„v h. f.-lt that his position was un-
sal... ih,. iiion- li,. c.uL.l a p.^rmaiK'nt i,rrtii; but clearly he
"'MM n,,t shou his haml. j,, one moment he mi-rjit lo.e
i'\enl nn- A single >iroke of the pen would clip away his
cohmels epaul,.tt,>. Ins ,„ni roll,.,--s ,,h„,, 1„, sinecure w,!h
tlie .|,)int-sto.k cmipany. an, I In. ,uo posts besides, with their
a,lvama^,.>-Mx s.lar.e. i„ ;,ll. ,.nnnin-lv preserved in the
•'•'•"' "' ''"• l^iw a-ain>t ciimiil.it iw boldin-s!

X'.l unrr...p,enily ,!,> Lnp,.;mlx would hold out a threat
over In. niinisler, as a miMre- fri-hiens her lover; he wa^
""I""" to niarry a n,h «,d,.u." an.l .h.n the minister would
coax the d..ar iU^^ l.upeauK. || uas during oni' of these ,v-
•i(;HaI> ol love that ti,e seeretarv-eneral nreived a promi-,.
ot 111,' iMst vacancy at the Academic des Inscriptions ,t
H'Hes l.ettres. It was en.niul, (,, k,,,,, ., i^^p,,. j,j,„„^ ,,^. ^.,j,j

Element Chard.n des Lu])eanl.\ fb.urished like a tree set in
••on-riuai soil. II.. f„un,i sni.faction for his vices and vir-
tues, bis fancie> and d(.fe<ts.

Xow f,.r the burdens „{ his dav. First of all. out of half
ii

' ozen invitations to select the be.sf dinner. This bein- dr-
*'".'<''l- '" "'It the lir.t thin- m the m,irninir to amuse the
mmistcr and his wif,.. and fondle and plav with the children.

'

1
liMi he usually w,,rketl for an Ixmr or two; which is to sav

he spread lnms,.|f out in a comfortable, arnirbair to read tlic
p;q"Tc. d„.,ate th.. -ist of a Ktfr. i-eceive all comers in th,J
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ii'MiiMcr's iil.sciicc, hiy ,|,,uii the iuiii:li niitliiii' ..f ila' day'ri

i-iiiiM-. nrci\(. and -i\.> |iroiiiiM's ilmi incanl iintliin^', and
(
:' '.\,T petitions uiih his cvc-rlass. To ihf.-r he soiiu'tiiia'S

: "d hi:- .-i;,MiaImv, which, hrin;,' iiitiTpivicd. iii.Miit, "ho
>'ii lik.' al)niit till:-; I don't caiv." Hvcnbody kn.u thai

:l •!.- Liiiicaul\ uciv rtally iniirc-tcd in a niatt.'r, lir uoiihi
iiii. rt'.Tc in person. Some eontidential dial on delu-aie

I't'' - "•!> v.iiuh-afed to the upper ehM'k,-., and he listened to

!!; ii' .:,'os.Mp in return, livery now ami airain he went lo the
Tiiileries to take orders; then lie waited till the minister
I. line hack from tlie (haml.er to s(>c if there was anv new
liiinoiivre to invent and siipi'rintend. 'I'hen this ministerial
.-yliarite dre.-sed and dineil, and made ilie round ,,f twelve or
lil'l'-'ii salon> hetueen ei,:;ht in the eveiiin;,^ and tliivr in the
'ii'-riniif,'. Jle talked with journali>t- at the opera, for with
III. til he was on the best of terms. 'J'liere iiad heiii a con-
t:iiiial e.\eliaii^^' of small i-er\ ices. He ^ave out hi> false
11' us and swallowed down theirs; he prevented them from
;iMarkin<r sueh and such a miinster on sueh and such a point
- n would j,nve real j)ain, la- slid, to their wives or inis-

!l> -ses.

Say that the j)ropo.sed nieasun' is no irood. and prove it

if vnii can; hut you must not say that Mariette danced hadly.
i'iil the worst eoiistruclion, if you like, upon our lo\e of our
!!• 'Lihhor in petticoats, hut do not expose the pranks we plaved
ill our salad days. Hani: it all! we have all ciit our eapi'rs,

nv.i] we never know what we may conie to as time- ijo. Vou
i!'al are spioinir your para.u'raphs in the ('•ni:<tiluti'iinol may
! ! minister yourself some .>f these davs

"

\iid (les Lupeaulx (iid the journalists a ltooi] turn at a
I'liich; he withdrew oh>tac]es put in the wav of pi'ddueini:
:i I'irce; presents or a irood dinner were forthcominir at the
'*^'nt moment, and he vouM proniis*' to facilitate the eon-
''"-ion of a pi(>ee of iuisiness. He had a likinir for litera-
•'ire and patronized the arts. He had autoixraphs and
-! 'endid alliums and sketches and pictures, nnitifi. And h(>

'ill artist:? much service by refrainin^r from doing harm, and

ICr^
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support ill;,' tlji'iii (111 iiccii^iiiii.- uhi'ii llu'ir siiiiilv iliTiiandiil

ii >ali>ruiliiiii wliich cn.-l him liillc or iiolliiii;,'. U'licicrnre

111- Uii- pnpiilar ill llir v.ni'M ,,( jnii I'lia 1 1,-1 ,~, arti.-I-, ami actors.

I^i'tti 111' ami tlifv, to \<v^\\\ witli, uriT inl'ci-inl \i\ \\w saiiiu

vice- ami the ^aiiu' imlolcmc; ami ilnv cut Joke- >o iiitTniy

at other proplcV c\pi'ii>c o\cr their t up> or hetwecii two (i|-erii

<Iaiicer.-"hou- tliev ?-li(jiil(l not ii;i\,. liceii I'ricmU? If dvi

Ltipcaulx had not heeii a .-ecretai;v-;,'eneiiil, he svoiild have

heeti a journalist ; for which reason des Lupeaulx never re-

ceived M) much as a scratch through those hfteeii vear>, while

epi^'rani was liatterim: the hreacli throiieh which insurre<'-

tioii would I'liter in.

The small frv of the di'partmeiit u-ed to see him plaviuj;

at hall in the ;,'ardeii with his lord>lnp"> children, and wouM
rack their hrains to discovi^r what he did and the secret of

his intlueiicc: uhile the liilons riii/i/i'.<. the courtiers of nieii

in o!lii-e, looked upon ,\r-. l,upeaiil\ a^ the most daii^feniiis

kind of Mejihi.-tophcli's, and houed the knee to him, and paid

him hack with usury the llatteries that he himself was wont
to lavi>li on his hetters. liHleci|>hcraMe a> a hiero;4lyj)!i

thou^di 111' nii;:lil he for small men, the secretary-^eneral'.-

uses were as plain as a pro|Hirlioii sum to tho-e who had auv
interest in discoverin;,' them. A i'riiice of Wa^q-ain on a

small scale to a ministerial .Napoleon, he knew all the secrets

of party politics; it was his huMiics- to >ift advice and ideas,

and make preliminary n^ports; he also eonlirmed weak-
kneed sujiporters; he hrou^dil in propositions and carried

them out and hurieil them; he uttci-ed the "Yes" or "So"
which the minister wa- afraid to pronounce, lie hore the

hriint id" llie lir-i explosion of de-pair or aiievr; ho lau,<:liej

and mourned with his chief. A my-teri(Ui> l,iik in a chain
that connected many peopleV iutere.-ts with the Tuilerics,

111' was discreet a< the confessional; jometiine- he knew
everythine. sometimes he knew nothiiiif; sometimes he said

for the mii,i-ter wl n the minister eouhl not >ay for hinii^elf.

With till- lleplKe>tion. in .-liorl, the minister nii^dit dare

to show him^df as he was; he could lav a?ido his wijj and
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t .l-r t.rth. ..tal,. I„> M ru,.i,.>. ,m,i ,„. .ir..»M,^.-;,.,nvn an.l slip-
i'l-. unim.MHu Inin.-.ll' „i h,. .-i,,.-. ami lav l.aiv ihr u.mii-

N-l that .k> Lupraiilx lav rxacllv un a l.,..! nf ms... It
-; ,1"^'1"<V to tlatl, ran,! a,h,M..,o ;,n..„K „•,.,„ lia.^u..,.
'" '•""•'}' ""'I llall.rv 111 tl,,. |:,n.i of a.jvi.v. J'„hi,.iatis
.1 <•.> |.n.tl.SM„ll u,.,v apl I„ Inok \rl|„u ,.i,„u^rl,

; ,„„! tlic
-i)~i.uil l.al.it ul iiu.Min- t„ H-iiify approval. .„• to appear
'" ''

^"'r';:"': " I"''"'''"' ""• t.' tlu' iMacl. Su,.h ,„,,, would
'It'-v'' iii.liir.Trnth ail ihat was sai,! h,.fon. thc-m Their
l.-^^na;:.. lMi>tl,.,l wi,h ••|nu..- -liow.v.T.." and '•nrnTtho-
!• -- ;i>id lun.iulas .udi as •for nn ow„ part," ami -i,, v„u
i'l^'". win.h pav,. th.. way to a rontrarv opinion; tl„.v wo..
l'"iMularly foud. !« it notnl, of tlio "oxprrssion "in your

r

re

I'l.i

as

s

rou-

_

In pcrso,,, Clc.nu.iit des Lnpraulx mi^dit ho .loscrihod „„
' " nuiani. ol a fin,, nian: fivr f.rt four inriios in lioi-Iit. not
un.-onsoiona ,ly hit, with a .oniploxion warniod hv ^^ood liv-
i!'.-^ -'^ iM air. a p..wdfiv.i Tilus, an.l small ovr-las.,.. sot
|n a >l.n,l..r Iraiuo. Ilo was pro-oMimoiitlv a h'lon.i, as his
l^and indioiMod; It was a phunp liaml liko an old woman-H. a
;"; "7,'^''!"' '"'•'•"I'S and short in tho nails-a satrap's
i'in'l. Ills foot woro not wanting' in distinotion

\fl|r hvo o-dook ,n tho affrnoon ,ios Lupoaulx alwav
'*" I'lack sdk opon-work stockin-s. low shoos, hlaok tnni
-'-. a korsoy.noro waistcoat, an unsoontod oanil.rio hand-
'•''•'"''. a ooat of royal Idur. with on-ravod huttons. and a
^•"li <d ord..rs at his buttonhol,.. h, tho nioriiin- lio ap-
-^'•'<l in a short ol..>oly-huttonod jaokot (riot inappropriato

'
•'" nitriKmT), and a pair of .'roakin- ijoots hidd.'n hv ^ray
iisors. In this oostunio his Inarin^r suL'^'..stod a crahv at'-

ij'-.v rather tiian tho donioaiior of a minisfr. Hi<"ovos
>l ;:rown glassy with tho uso of sp,.otaclos. till ho looked
;•'•' 'lian ho really was, if In aooidont ho renio\od tho.o
- to weak st^d.t. Shrewd ji,,!;,^,.^ of iu.nian nature and

r.<i-ht forward nu.n who only f<.ol at ease when truth is
!' ken, found dos Lupoaulx intolerable. Ilis gracious mau-

M
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'vi,,P ,'"?''''; ""
l"^'^

'•""• -^'"f "'"" tlu. fair

'"' '"'-'"""'- '"'"""• ^^i- .. ip.i n,-. ,„ .,,. ,, _ t
l'';''^-'-ra,..|. .n,lr,|l,,,.,n.lv.n;:lun.. Wa-,h, ...
"'"";•-'"""' '-l'''^' \V..u!.l >I,.. ,lnn la,h l.-arif',,'

ln..n..,du llinusin.l In tuvh. ihousMni IVan.-. a -
,

•-

SI,,'
jw..n,.nnl,n„rv„,„„a„. SI,,- f,. „,„,, ,),a, -h. ..„nl,i !.„M a
l.b.k^n.anl,,„|,n..,an „> ,,!av. A.nl ., ,t .-an,,. |„ ,, ,^- ,[,,,A..K'> l-ii|ya„lx ua.„. . ,„„... x,..n, a. :,„>,. .,r,h,.,. M,.;.g.ml .N|M.n.|iiutv nl ,1,,. |{al,.,unl,n hnu-,.|„,l,|

','"', ,''"'; ""I''""- '""I' '" '!" "MH. nf ,|„. Kn.p.n. ,< ...
"a-kni.,. h,ra^u,M|,„any ..r> uf ..l...ani ai,,,,.,,..;... an,i
a. a rule iluwr intc.r...r. aiv .•nMv,.nu.„t. .M,„... i{al,.,unlM •-

lal »:"-'^'''ll';n>lyarran.v,l. ana.lvaina^,. uhM.h.lu... „„.!,

M iH-M'n.ly .pannn. ant,.-..han,l„.,.. |,.1„.,| tV,.„. 't,,.. ;,,„,,.

.

d you ,.n,,.n.d ,1,.. hn-;,.Mlraui„.-rooM, uln.lUooked upon
>. .-ti.H _l.al.M„nl,n> r.,om an.) Ins -,u,|v lav at tl,,. fur-""' ''"' "' ''"•' ' to the n-ht. aiHJ !„.., ,„;i at a ri-!itan-ic ua.- ih.. .hnin-n.,,,!! ulii,!, lav t., vuiu- l..ft a^ v-mi

V""''.'''

'I'" ""••-<-lia.nI„.r. A .1 • ,0 ih,. l,.f, .,f t,,,', .,„,,
.iraum^r ,,„„„ ^,,„. a.lini.tan.v «. M.,,.. Rabunnli,,-. 1,,,]-nH.m an,ldn..,n-rn„u,. a,H!l„.|„n,i.al a nH„ an.d. wa-

a

,"'',.''"'"" '" "I"'-'' ''-'• dan.Hit,.,- ,1,.,,,. \\-|,„„ M,„, ,,,,.

'"7^''"'
"r-^'

""""• l-r l..dro,„n a.d Ral...urdin-s Val,,-
";•'""'':• ;'"'"^^''"I-H. Th..>pa,...,.Ma!,l...ll„.rt..rm.,v,M,>-
"'"' ""'""" -'''«n„r ,|„„,, ,j,|i,,„,,. „|,,„, ,^^,^^^,,^. 1^^^^ __^_

ci.ptions u,.,v „nt l,k. ..,.r,a,n unfnri.uiat- att.rnp.s'at .nvn-
;;'"'

''•"".'"• ^^''-;" "" '"^"••v i. , ,v„I.„tlv assumed f.r
tlir .Hrii>„m. and ,nvnh,.> a ^amfi, f dailv "hahit?.

'" drawinj:.r..o,„ had l„.,.n n.ulv hnni: with vollow sUkand hrou-n ornaMi.-nts. M„„.. l.'ahnnrdinV n.o.n'wa- dr, „-



•"! uitl, rvn\ Ki.^trrn , hn,iz. an.l tlir rurniturv uns i„ tli.-

"• >lvl.-. l:i.lH.i,nl.ir> si ink iiih.Tilr.l th,. ,|,.,,,nlc(l
'M--tn,.,n lii.ll-ll,-,. uhlrh h.u] ImvII . Irail.-(1, iliul I.,--

'"i.,.s lit,,. |,i.nin> ,Mlnn,...| III,, ualls. Th,. |,.,t.. „urti,„„.,.r
|'i<!«'<! u|> >n„ic ,.|i.liiiiiiiii^' KaM.rn ,ar[i,t> C.r iritliii^'
-. Ill- (liiii;,'lit,r now turn.Ml ili,'tii to accuiril m tlif din-
"""". fnn. mi^' ili,.|„ ,„ ,,ri.-.l,-> .,|,l ,.|.n,iv. \V,„i.irr-
l'"'iil(. M.l..|.,,ar(l.. alH. piirvliiiM.,] h\ t|„. Iat.. auctiomrr

',
'''•'• •'"• "''ll^. '"1(1 in iIk. ,„h1m „,„„1 a t,.rl..is,.-sl.,'ll

.' -k-<-a.-c itilai,! with <,r|,.aniiMf: l.ni.-s Mn.il-wnrk ; ihr t\r<i
"•"n|.i.' ..f Jl .«.|'""''-.-l'.-'l"'<l <in.k uhl.h rra|.[M;,rc(l i„ ,1„
'•-r t(. thr scv(.iit,rntli (rmin-y. The .lir was fra^MMMt
''" liif scriit .,r llowcrs; the nHiiii.- w.rc tjistcfiil aiKf full
^ I'.imifiil fhiii^rs; .vcrv litll,. tinner j,, ,i„,,„ „.,„ .^ „,,,.,^ ,,(•

•"•' ni itsflf
: ..vcrythiiiK \^'is pia.cl (,. luU.udn^v, ami in ap-

!•" t'late siim.un(Jinj,'s. An.] Mnir. Uahuiinlin h.-rsclf,
'li'--'i Willi Ih.. siinpliciiy and ori>;inalilv which artists can'
:.-••_ I...,kc<] as ihuii^rh all these plca.sint tliinj:^ were a" "1 lier life; she never sp..ke ,.f fheni, she left tli,' .•harm
f lier conversation t,) cmplete the etlVrl produ.v.l l.v the
«.i,,i,. Thanks to her father, since rococo cainc" into
'
:-'i|oii, Celestine had ac(|iiired ( elebrity.
!•- i-iipeaulx was acciistonied to all sorts of sph^ndor-Mm and real. I.ut Mnie. U'ahnurdm-s house wa^ a surprise'

'• lii'i. An illustration may explain the nature of the
''inn that worked upon this Parisian Asmo<leiis. Suppose
-'' i travel, T had M'eii all the hot heautv „( Italv. Brazil.
''" India, till he was weary; supp,)se that ,.n lii> return to
'•"i'" his way hroutrht liim past s.une lo\,.|v littl,. lake, tlio

l-it^' "f Orla. under Monte U'usa. for instance, with its island
' •" 111'' midst of .piiet waters—a spot covlv hidden and left

I'^l'iire. a wil,l ^rarden. a l,)nely hut not solitary island with
--ipely ,irrov,s ,)f trees and piclures.|ii,.|v |. faced statues.

li!" -liores all round ahoiit it an- half-wild.' half-cultivated;

j

'"'I' ur and unrest encircle it : hut within ev.Tvthinj: takes
- "lan proportions. Here in miniature i.- the' w,,rhl that
^ir traveler has <rvn already; hut that w,)rld has .rrown



mu

lit? (

'

!

18(J THE «;o\ KUN.MKNT ("F.KHKS

rno,l..st .ml pun.; it> inllunuvs suotho I,is son] : the (l.lioate

all kinds of ii..>n(iiitinns ,nul hnrmnuum> r,li,H's Jt is •,

ll(TIlllt:li:(\ ;in<l yet it is life.

II l.n.n,a|.pcn..! a fru .lays pivvi..u>Iy that Mnio. Finniani
'i|"''ii'l^ of Minr. It'aliM.in!inlM. M inc.

had siMikcn in dcs I

Kinniani. .„„. .4' th,. nm.t .harniin- ^umivu ..l" li,,. Fauboui-
Niu.t-(K.n„an,. lik.d .Mnic. Kahourdin. and n.rd to rocoiveIKT at iKT house, and on this ocvasion she had a>kcd do. I u
poiutlx simply for ,h,. purpose of sayin- '-Whv do voi, not
eall on Mnic. Hahour.lin ?" (indicating CV.|,.stinr)

"

'"Ihr
c'vcnni^r partH.s are drii.irhf ful ; and, what is more, her din-
ners are-het„.r than mine.- I),. Lupeaulx aeeordin-dj
nllmve.l a promise to he extra,-(ed from him hv the fair Mm/
«nbourd,n (uho rais,.! her eyes to his faeo for the first time
as slu. sp..ke), and went to the Kne Duphot. Is there any
"*;<-l to say morev \v,„Men have but one stratagem, as
l-i,<rarr, enes; hut it never fails.

Hes Lnpeanlx .lined with this ,„,.re eliief elerk, and n-i..
er..,l a vow to ;ro a^rai„. Thanks to the d..e.,rous and ladv-
Iike strate.iry of the .harmin- woman wliom .M,,,... Collevilk-
«1"1>IhmI '•! he (Vlim.-.ne .d" th.- i{ue I)uph<,t," he ha.l din..!
there re<,ndarly ev.^ry Friday for a month past, ami went of
his own a.ror. tor a eup of tea ..„ We.hiesdavs. ()„lv during
the last few .lays, aft.T mm-h .l,.|i,,,l.. and "skilful t"vin- of
he -n.un.l Mm... IJah..urdin ha.l .-om.. to the con'elu^ion
that she had toun.l tin- safe and s..li,l spot in the plank She
was sure n,nv .,t su.r..ss. The j.,y she f.dt in the depths of
her soul ean ..nly 1... un.l.Tst.HMl in lmus..hol,ls that know
what It IS to wait three ..r four years for pn.motion. and to
plan out an increase ..f comf.)rt when th,. f..ndlv-(^lH.rishe.l
Hop., shall In. r..aliml. What har.lships that hope mak..s
b(_.aral.J..

.
'What jirayers are put up to the powers that b..!

What visits paid to gain the desired end! At last, thanks
to her spirited p..li.y, M„u, T?ahourdin was to have an in-
f-om.. .if twenty thousand francs instead of eight. The hour
had struck.

r-ilft?*9«'^WKaffiB3Br^'%-S.:lK5cr^'A"»»HK 1^ ^Mfl&Z^M^W'- st^x ^firmssuL'^m
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"And I pliall luivt' iii;;iia^'c(l it very well," sho told herself.

"1 ii.ive gone to Sdiiic iiitle expense, but iie()j)le are not on
tir lookout for hidden merits in these days: on the oon-

ir.iiy. if a man puts liimself in evidenee iiy goinj,' into so-

(iiiy, ixceping up iiis conneetions and making new ones, he is

>ut;- to get on. After all, the ministi'rs and their friends

I'lilv take an interest in peo])le whom they see, and Rahour-
iliii knows nothing of tlie world. If I had not got hold of

ilii-e three dei)uties, tlu'y might very likely hav(> wanted la

I! il.irdiere's plaee ; hut now that they come here, they would
ill

I ii>hamed to try to take it. 'i'hey will lie our supjjorters,

iM'i "iir rivals. 1 have had to llirt a little: it is lueky for me
;l::ii there was no need to go further than the first stage with
ih' Mirt of follv that amuses men."

l>ut a contest, as yet unforeseen, was about to begin for the
|i!.:ie: and its aetual (•(unmeneemetit may be dated from a

iM!!ii>terial dinner, followed by an evening pai'tv of a kind
\Miiili ministers regard as piddic. The Minister's wife was
-iUHling by the fire, and dci^ Lnpeaulx was at her side. .\s

hr i<"ik his cup of coffee, it occurred to liiin to include Mme.
K'i'"iurdin among the seven or eight really remarkable
U'liien in Paris, lie had done this before: iime. i'abour-
iln. like ('orj)oral Trim's Montero cap. was alwavs coming
u[> in conversation.

"l>on't say too much about Iier. my (bar friend, or von
"il -poil it all," the Minister's wife returned, half laugh-

N<| woinaTi likes to listen to another woman's jiraises: thev
'' :ind all keep a word in reserve, so as to put a little vine-
- '' to the [lantgyric.

"I'oor la IJillardierc won't last long,"' rennirked His Kx-
" ll'-iicy : "Halxuirdin is the next in succession, he is one of
I M" I Icverest men. Our predecessors did not liehave well to
!•'! i. although one of them owed his prefeeture of police
i!'i'!' r tb(> lunpire to a certain personage who was paid to
i - bis influence for Habourdin. Frankly, my dear fellow.

MKv>. j^'^ru^rmmKEsmm
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''in. nillanlH.n-s ,,l,„v i. I?.l.nnnli,rs forumlMini^
I

won,an n,,n-n..| .I.s Lup.aulx. ,!,.. i,.o„v i„ His "v'
'"••ys (ones had not osraj....! Inn,: -Mill, jf Mnie. la C,,,,.
tcssc fares to jn.J^r,. f,,r herself

"

"I .Mu ask her to ,.v next hall, that is it, i. it not? Y„„-re.narkahle un„,an u„„l,l fo„,e when e..rtMin la.lies will |„

no;^,ed.-''"" "^ """ "'" '"""- ^'"- '^^''"'-Jin' ""

"Rut -lo not ,he,v announee Mn>e. Firnn.ni at the ho,,..in ttie Minister of l-orei;rn Airairs?"
;'A l)orn ra.li.nan! " the newlv-n.a.le ("o„nt broke ,-

MU.ekly. wuh a witherin,^ ..dan.-e at his seeretarv-.n-ne,,-,!
-Neither His Kxee||en.-y nor his wjf,. uas nohle

"

'\ ,.„„.many ,H.rs..ns the.^ht that son.ethin^ important was .Ci,,,:
forwar-l I ho.e who had eoine to a>k favors kept to il,;.

now n;;'l r
'': """• \"'"" ''' ^^'"''-'•^- --

'
-t, til.now-made Conntess tiMned to her lu.sband with, "Des I u-poaulx must l)o in love, I tliink."

'Then it will he for the fhst time in his life." returned th..
Minister, shrn^r.^Mnj, his shoulders, as who sh.nild sav that do.
I^upeanlx \.as i,„t taken up with sncli trit!e<
Then the Minister l,e],..|d a dep„tv of the UhM Tentrp

en ..nn^^ the room, and h-f, his wife to eoax over a falterin.
vote. But It so happene.1 that the dep„tv was overwhe!,,,,.!
-van unforeseen disas.er. and wanted t.'. secure the Mo,i-
I'i

^ infa.enee hv eoiiim- to annonne.. in strict eonfiden,.,.
thathe would he fureed to send in his resi.mation in a f.^v
'l;i,vs time. An.] His Kxe,.II,.nev. warned in time. eo„ld M
h.s hattenes into pi -,y hef„re the Opposition had a ehanre.

The Minister (whhi. is to say. des Lupeaulx) had in-
cluded amon.ir the dinner rruests a persona-e who is prarti-
onlv appointed for life in every ...nernment deparlment
his individual hein.^r „„( , Uj,,.. p,,,,],,,] ,„ ,,„^^^. ^^.,,^,, ^^

do with himself, and au.xious to give himself a countonaiu'e.
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!i:i|.!Mnf(l to stand [(laiilcd on hoth fret will

-. ^'>. r. \crv iiiiicli al'tcr th,. inaiiricr <i|' an !•:

1 lib \v<i> close to

rvpiiaii tcriiiiiial

I- wailinj:. near tlic licartli. for an n|i|H.rtuiiiiy of
liis thank

I'X-

iiilil retreat made l.v tliat wortl

to tlie secretarv-;;eniial ; indeed, the
IV to(

jii-i .b he was alioiit lo formulate Iiis liiil

iini hy surprise

lunetiouarv in (Miestion

the easliier o f tl le (|(

e eouipliinent.

uas. in fa<-t. none other than
|iartment, the one employe who never

in his shoes r.ver a ehanire of ^'overuiueut. In those
lamher did not hi,i.'j.de over the hu(L'et as it is wontlh( (1

in tiie pri'sent dr^eurrate times; it did
!!;• iinohiments of olliet' to elfeet w

I ot cut down
lat mav Ik

ii: economies" in kitchen phrasec

called '•(•het

tloL'' V. Kvo
nninif into otlicc roeeived

rv minister

!' !:io\- al." It costs as much, alas I t

ixed .-um for "expenses of

lie; and tl

o come in as to go out
le installatiiiu entails expenses of overv sort

i! de.-. ription wliich need not hi recorded here. The al-
u.iiice for oxpensos used to consist of twenty-five pretty
-!' thousand-franc notes.

u' ordinance appeared in the Moniteur, while all
\\!icn t

-W

. ;,^reat and small, were f^roupei

•arths. as the case mi'dil he. revoli

It is this one L^oinji to do? W

about their stoves or

viiiix the (juestions

—

he increase the nuniher

« '.il- all this wav

Or will he dismiss two and take on three ?-

li-'i to liri

going forward, I say. the placid cashier

iMLMMviiM' a

ng out twenty-five notes and pin them together,
joyful expression meanwhile upon his headle's

!i' eiiance. 'Hiis done, he skipped up the staircase to tl

lence. and was admitted to Ilis Kxcellen
iliing in tlu- morninL^; for servants an

cy's presence the

wont to confuse
notions of the power of money with the custodian thereof.
<.i>h-hox with its contents, the idea and its outward and
Ic mam fe.iat ion. The cashier, therefore. always can-.e

111 n ttie ministerial couple in that first Mush of rapture
'' n a statonian is in a henign humor, and a good fellow
t- 'he nonce. In reply to the Minister's inquiry, "What
'1 ' you want?" the cashier j)roduced his bits of paper^ with a
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.>-|MvH. to t)„. c.|r,.,t that he li.ul lu.stonod to bring Hk \\.
''•ll'Muv tl,,. custnnuuy indHi,„ity; l.e then explained the
wl.y aiH ulu,vfnn. „{ the all.nva;,. ,• „, the astonished and
.lelightrd la.ly, ul,„ never faihd ,„ ,ake some por.um, and
.'nt unire.pienily lunk the uliole. An indenmitj iW vk-
{.H.ses of ivinoval ..mh.s uitliia ih. ,Mnv,nee of housek.rn-
n.^'. ihe easluer turned his n.nplnuent, slipping in a f, '

v

I'li'nsos for the .Minister's JMnelit. "If ||i, Excellemv
v<.ueh.ale,l ,„ ,.,„„i,,„ him in his ap,„.n.tment, if he u.u
Kltlshr.i with the purely meehaiiieal MTvire uhieh," etc elcAnd as ih,. man ul,,, brings tucnly-(ive thousand fran'.« ,
"l«.''vs a go„d pul.lie xTvaiit. the ea>h,er nev-r failed to re-
t-ene the deMivd eonlirmaiinn m a p,,>t uh,.|,ee he wateli.d
imnisters eunie and go and eonie again for a .piarter of a
century i'hen he wouhl put himself at ma.lan.e-s .Hsposij-
iH' would hring the thirteen thousand franes ..verv month 'it

the cnnvenient time, a little earlier ..r later as re.p.ired, and
tlins to UM. the aneient moiiastie expressi..,,, "he kept a voic
ill tlie eliapler.

The Su.ur Saillard had l.een a hook-keep.T at the Treasurv
while the Ireasury kept I k. ,.„ a sv.ten, ..f douhle-entrv'-
hut the plan ua< afteruanls given np, and tiiev gave him'

a

easluer. plaee l.y uay of eompensation. H.,ok-ke..ning was
]u^ one stnu.g point: he ua> li„|,. ;:„od ,^ anvthing eL<o.
!!< w.-.s a burly, fat old gentleman, round as a figure 0, and
«n,ple ,n the extreme; he walked like an eh.phant at a moa.-
un.d pae,. to and from the Plaee h'oyale, where he lived in a
l'"use nf Ins Mun. lie ha.l a eompanion on his daily wavm the slu.pe ,d his son ,n-lau-. M. Isi.lore Baudoyer, the ehnf
clerk m.M. .le la Hillanhere-s .livision. and in eonse.mence Ri-
I'oun ,ns eolleague. i'.an.loyer had marri,.d Saillard-.s onlv
•^iughler K 1,/abeth. an.l. naturallv. took up his abode on a
ll'-r above Ins falher-mdaw. Xobo.ly i„ ,],, whole depart-
;>''" 'loubted Saillard-s stnphlitv. hut nobodv at the same
time kmu- how iar Ins stupidity would g,; it was so dense
."'^" '"> "'" ''"idd insinuate a fpi,..tion into it ; it ha.l no h-d-
iow .-ounding spot.: it absorbed eNerything, and gave uothnKr

V m
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out. I5ixiou (fi cli'i-k <if whom iiiciition will prosontly In'

II. ,!!) liiul drawn a cancatiiro of the cashier, a bcwi^'j^rd

ii.r! .-iiiinoiintiii-: an .-- with two tiny jc^'s heiH'ath.Tn.l
t!;. :!i~i riptiun—-i;,!!-!! lo pay and rcccivi' inonty without
!i:.i;-. 11- a nii.-takf. A litll,. |(.>s luck, and lie wmdd have
i" :i i i'"rt(r at the !!ank nf France: a little inore lUHhition,
.i;M III" (iovcrnincnt would have thanked him for his

T" Pluru (o the Minister. At this prcsi'iit moment ho
V..- ionkm^r fixedly at Ins ca.siii,.r. „iuch as he mi;,rl,t have
<;a.'d ,ii a hat-iie,;: or at the ceijin;,'. without ima^'inin^r. tliat
1- I" siv. thai tlie pe^r ,,,u!,| licar wlial ii.' said, or understand
a -inuif wor'd.

"i iim so miicii the more anxious that evervlhiiii,' sliouid
!" .MTiin-cd with tile j.ref.'ct witii the ntmo-t '.e.-reev," His
h.'-llriicv was sayitif,' to tiie retirin- (lr|nitv, -heeau'se i\vA
Li.i-anlx lias some id,>a of the kind. Ilis IhI ,,f a [.lace is
>nii„«li,.|v in your part of tlie count ry, an.l we d,,n"t want
liiiii ill the House."'

M" has not ih(^ electoral <|ualiflcations. and !!< is not o!d
ii!"uL:li,"" said the dejnitv.

•lliat is .so. hut you know l:ow Casimir I'erier d( ridr.l
w:!n i-epird to tile age limit. As to animal inconi-. des l.u-
I"ii)l\ has something, tlnnigh it doesn't anioiini to nimh

;

I'll! I lie law made no pro\ision for iiicrea>e of landed pn.p-
'i!'. and he might huy more.— (

'ommittees give a good fo.,t-
i'"^'l I" a de|.uty of the Centre, and we could not .,p,.niy
"!:' -'• the goodwill that i)eoj)le would show to .servo our dear

'l''it wliere would he find the money to l.uv land:-"
ilou- dill Manuel l)ecome the jxisscssor" of a house in

i'''''-r'" retorted the Minister.
i'ne hat-peg meanwhile was listening, and li.^tening very

M..iaiiily. The two men had lowered their voices anil
;'• •:.• lapidly; hut every sound, hy some as y,.t unexplained
;i ' -r acoustics, ri'achod Saillard's ears. Anil what were the
't' .iigs of that worthy, do you suj.po.se, while he liMened to
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are lu.t intend,..! in |,r,-,r if t|„.v i„t,.„ i ,

"''>'

"-^^- - -- ii^li'liil !',::„' ';;,;;;:';•

"< i.scrttion If Ills Ivx,rll..M.y l.a.l but kn.-un (11^ il,

hcnnnin.r t„ ;ii ,..;,i

:"ii''r< >,iu tli;.t the rooms ucre

|..^..;:';;:i;;i:t:;::-;;:::-,:;™:,:-^
turned to tlie I'l;,,,. Kovale.

and rc-

b(

Wlnle old Sadh.rd wa. making hi. uav ae
'l()ve( lizaluili and I

ross I'aris, 111!

H)ii-inda\v wrre en-a-ed ,n ,w;.v.niK i' virtii„M> j,ranH. of l.oston with th.. \l,l
' r

''
"

d;r....r, ;,,,,, y ,,,,,,,,,,,,, jr*,^:^^^

At tlio ago of Um,u->,-n.„. Ma,- .„||,,ij. |,,i„„' ,„.
'

,°;

of her own npon Falleix, a thi.'.s.t suarth •

o'n ! Vl
active, .harp-witted. and honest. She wa; I^U h^i

'"';:
cording to her ideas, the edu..ation consisted it;.;,/tojrood Anvorgnat to play hoston, to hold his rd n

'
1

^
low no one to see his hand; to shave and wash 1 h di^vUh coarse r.^u^on soap before ho came to them; or ^

.--sr'-'

sr ••^
1 1 1 il l ! II Bgriirr'nr-ni^TTniTirTnnimTiTmr- -^T^iinm' iiMi i ii iimi
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fp.ii! -UTiiriri<r. to spciik French as thcv spoke it. to brush his

! :
r rrcct iiistnid of tliitt('iiiii<j it down, and tu (lisciini shoes

'"' '''' i"id siickeloth shirts for nilico. Only a week siiieo,

I.'/.iiieth Handover siiceeeded ill |)er-iiadiii,<,r FaMeix to ^'ive
iii' i\Mi hiii^e flat earritti,'s like (ask-h(M)|»s.

•\"n are <,'oin^' too far. Mine, llando.ver." ,siid he, as she
nj.iirrd over I his saeritiee; "yon are ;,'(! tin;,' t,,,, mueh as-
i.ii.l.iuy over me. V(.ii make me hrn>h iiiv teeth (uhieh

'-lii - them)
: hefore lon.ir you will make me hrush mv nails

iirl my hair, and that will never (h». Thev doii't like
•ry in our line of husiiK

Saill ird, was a type tliat al
i-.h/alteth IJandoyer,

(-.,i[,rs the artist liy lli

V'r. nevertheless, such li;,aires ought to he sketched, for they
n[n-ent the lower middle class in i'aris, the rank just al

very fact that it is so coi

wavs

ninonpiaco.

•11-to-do artisan. 'I'heir merit,-

l)ove

tivn
are almost defects, and

is nothing lovahle about their faidts; but the
humdrum and uninteresting though it is. d

itain character of its

(ir way of

oes not lack
own.

l:li/aboth had certain puny unwholesome look, which
^v:!- not g()„d to see. She was barely four feet hij,rh, and
iliiii that her waist measured scarcely half an i-

features were crowded into the middle of her fact
t!

' nam vague resemblance

Her

a weasel was the result. SI
- tiiirty years old ami more, but she looked

-f .si.xt

le

more like a
een or seventeen. There was little bri<'ht ness in

hina-blue eyes under heavy eyelids and lashes that met
Kverything about l-]lizal)eth was in-

linv sur-

anh of eyebrow;

ilii'ant; she had pale flax-cob. reil liair: the tlat si

i.:m - (|l her forehead seemed to catch the ii<'ht ; her
M'iii was gray, almost livid in hue. The 1

com-

'! face was triangular rather than oval in shaix' 1

)wer part of

lire

pe. but her
iienerally sfxaking, were crooked, and the outl

-'nlar. Lastly, she had
(r:.,ll;'li ranm- of intonat

a sub-acid voice, wit

lon,-

e-cia-type of the lower middl
lushand at night from her pill

13

ines

I a pretty
iizabeth Haudoyer was the

housewife wlio counsels

uw there is no merit in

If

sm
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h.T vnrtncs. n.. niotivr ,„ Iut aMihitio,,. it is simply a dovclop-
im-nt nl ,l,„nr>t„. ,,:,„,,„. j,- |.;|„,,|„.,|, i,,„i jj^^.j ,,, ^1^^
I'n.viiKrs, .h.. uoul,| |,,n,. tnci t.. n.uiid .,iit tlu- nroiuTiv
us Iht Imshan.i haj.p..n...l to \.v in a (MivrmiicMt ..like J,J
wantr,! a.lvan.vnu.nt. Tl... m.tv „f Kli/ahethV cluldhoud
"'Hi .i,'irliio.ul uUI KririK tlir wliuir woman Urlnn you- it is
llK- liiMory (.f tlif Saillanl caipl,..

M. Saillanl lia.I married the dan-liter <.f a socond-li.uid
fiini.tiire dealer, .me lii.lault, wh.. s.^t up hiisin.'ss uiid.'r the
an'u.l.s u{ tl,.. (uval Mark.^t. M. and Mme. Sadlar.l had a
J.ard stru--!.. in ih..^,. early .l,,\>; hul r..nv, afl.T thirtv-thnr
year> ,,i marrird liir and tuvntv-nin.. <d' uork at llij olliLr
the l-.,rtnn.. ..f ••ij,,. SaiHanls" (as tlu'v uvr.^ eall.-d by their
a(-.|iiaintane..>) .Muisiste.l of sixty thousand fraiies in Falleiv'^
husiiu.ss; th.. hi- liou.e in thf I'la.'.. l{..val... pundias.,! for
Inrly thousin.l fran.'s in 1804; an.l ihirtv-six thousand li^pr.
pai.i down as their ilaii-hlerV niarriair.' p..rlion. Al.out tifiv
thousan.i I'ranes uf their .apital ha.l .-om.. to them ..n tiie
d.Niih ..I W i.low Hidnult. Minr. Saillard's moth.T. Sailhird's
post had hn.ii-ht in a >t.,,.h in.-oni.. of four tli..iisan.l five
lun.lr...! iranes: „ e e.,v..t...l his phi.e for a l.mg while,
beeanse there weiv no pro>peeis .,f promotion. This menev
ha.l been sav.'.l up, s..u by s..u. by sor.li-l fru-alitv, and very
caretnlly piii out t.. inteiv>t. As a matter ..f fa.-t, tli.^ S.iil-

hir.ls knew i>{ but on.- way of inv.'stin- money: tlu'y u-.-d to
tnke their savin-s, live thousand francs at a tim.',' to ih.'ir
notary. M. S.irln.'r, Car.ioi-. pr.Hbress..r, aii.l he arran-.'d
to l.'ii.l It .>n murtjra-es. They were always earefiil t.) take
the. hrst morlpi-e. with a further -uarantVe seeured ..u the
wit., s prop.'riy if the borrower wen. a married man.

At this point ..f th..ir hifctory their hi- lu.use was worth
a liundn.d th.uisan.l fnuies an.l bn-u-ht tlumi in ei-ht thmi-
f^and. Falleix ].aid s..ven jier cut on his capital before
reekonm- up lli.. j.n.fits. whieh w,.n. ...|ually divided. Al-
to-..ther. the Saillanls pos>e>.M.d an in.-om,. of 's..vent<.en thou-
san.i fran.-s at lb,. b.,>t. T,. hav.. th,. ( n.ss and retire on a
ia'iisiou wa^i old Sadlards one anibiliuu.

NyVr
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i;ii/jilM'th".- \Miit!i liiid

.-Illllt

IK' II .-|K'iii III coiiiiiiial <lrii(l;L,'<'ry

I" I'.MIIllv Willi ,-llrh l;lll<)|l(.ll^ hill. its illld Silt ll IlillT"W idcis.

. ".i! \\.IS the (iis(ll>.-inll |)rf,,lV the plircllMSC nf 11 uvw hat for
>i i:.ii(l; the ciircrr nf a ((.at \va> reckoned l.y year.*; um-
;;i:,i- were cafel'iilly liiiri;: ii[) fn.in a brass ring.

\'i repairs had he.ii made m the iiiiii.«e >iiM' isOt. The
>, .l.ii-d.- ;:r(iinid-ll(M.r llat was preei>. ly in the (M.iiditidii in
i

.
h liie prevh.ii- (.\uiei^ left 1 I. lit the ;,Mldiii;,' had de-

:
::"i froiii tlie fraiii.- of the pi. ;-n|a.-e>, and the painted

M .- (.\er the d.M.r- u.re almost iiivi.-il.l. h.'iieatli fht> ar-
' :i!:ulaleil griliie (.f years. 'I'jie <rreat si)aei..ii> rooms, with
'I'd marble ehirnney-pieees and ceiliii^rs U(.rtliv ..f Ver-
- --. were filled with t'" fiirniliire left l.y tiie Wid.tvv
l^'i'inlt. This consisted (.f easy-chairs ..f walniii wo.id. cov-

with ta[)estrv, rosewood chots of drawers, old-fashion, d
I- with bra.~.- rims and i r nked wiiite marble-toj.s ; and

.1 cli.ios of liarfjains. in short, puked up by tlie furnitiire-
'i'-ii'i- in the (ireat Mai'ket. .\iiionjr these was a superb P.oulc
|':n'.iii. to which fashion had not yet r.'storcd its proper value.
'Hi'' pieinres had lieen selected .iiiirely for tlu'ir haiid.-onip
fniiii.-; the chinaware was distinctly hetero;:en.'oiis ; a set of
i'i' iidid Oriental china dessert plates, for instance, was eked
"lil "iih porcelain from vwvy possible factory; the silver was
.1 . ilectioii of odd loi^: the cut glas- was old-fashioned; the
'!

' linen fine damask. They slept in a lonib-.«liaped bod-
^I'.id with chintz curtains hiiii<r from a coro^ial.

\niid all these relics of the pa.-t, Mine. Saillard used to
li^' in her low, modern maho,<:any armchair with her feet on
I

!
''I warmer, every hole in the latter article of furniture

I

!. nvil and blackened. Her chair wa> drawn up to the grate,
«' n- a heap of dead aslies took the place of a fiie. On the'
'' •iihey-piece theri' st..o(I a ch.ck-. ,ise, one or two (.Id-

l.;-Mi..!ied bronze ornaments, and .<ome flowered car Ue-
-"'ic.>. These lasi uere empty, lio\'.'Ver. Mine. Saillard
! :• ! .1 iiuuiiiiii for her own um'. a small, flat lir.i ^ candlestick
" :;li a l-.ng handle; and the candles she u.-^ed wer. long tallow
';•]'- that guttered as they burned. In Mine. SaillardV

I
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ftH H^.nl,^ .,,.1 .mrrou -,„,n,|r,ln, ,> ; ,„.vil,..r u„l, . fair .,.

-""'"
'I''-' ,.f a H..ar ,...„..,..„.... V.u ,nav .... fa !t

J-mpu..,..| l,v „,M,r.. ainun^r |H.rtran> uf ,1,,. un... .,f Fl,,,,, ';

lH.r;.nn,aM,.rs:lKa,lH>Ha,,..ran.,.IaJn,.,,|,.„,|,,,v.lvH
,pr.v,ous ..„,!.. Min...Sa,llanlu..,vn,.M:iMol...s. S

.'

T"' '" "';•,;:'''-'-'- '1 ^Mnn,.„,. knnun as o.//, / ,:"-nly an,l r.,„ra,n,.. ..,,,.1 as rulill.,,. ..v.t ,1.. n., ,,

'"• l;a.;k au.l s„l..s. Tl„.„pp..,.p,..,, ,„•„..,• p..,..;, 'was In!

l.k. .1... ..uuTllv ,.ap. ,,,,.1 l„.|,-h....|...| .1 uhu.h.h...
i

|..>i-i.lan.ll..,....nun,l,. .SU..II. An.l ahhou.h si
''v-s.'v..nv..ars.J.|

.n.iraM-lv,.n,,,l.dt..liv..ar..as.an^^^
I r laWu.us s,rn,..U.s wui. .|..,u..stie econon.v. .iu- ns..,| ,0k

.
aft..,-

,
u. „.,nn..r .,f nMn,tryw„„u.n, as">l,.. talk.,| orNwntal„mMlu.

huu>...„rstrolK..|,,,un,ltl...Kar.l..n .„• (u„k i

P-1Mn,..,u.ki,..|K.M.,,s..|MMvtlun,^su-..n. !:,.„,. ,h.'n'
NiK^^.n h.u.ss, at first ,o,np..li,.,l by painfnl n.r..>s,tv had-"'.u;ahah„u„h tlK.SaUlanis. Wh.., ol.l S,,, Hani ram

^.H.k.n. It was a pretty j^Mnl,.,, ,liv„],.,| .,ir fVn,,, ,he vard

n If 1,|„,|h,,|, |,„| ,„,„ „„,k.,i„. ,,t,, ,,,, „,„j,,„^

^..iMurat,..,,; h„t ..|.i Saillanl .naintaino.l that fur sorvm^^ , n

n:ir,hur!:i.'-'''"^*'^'^'^''^^""^''-^^^^

As so..n as Klizal-.th .0,,].] hold , ,k,„,|,, ,,„, „„„,„, „,^„,,,

hrMu.m]h..rfatlu.rs..I..,h..sa„,ltlH.hnus,.
!,,,..„. Tho ,,»^^as ahvav> l,„sy as a s.rva„t ov.-r a servanf s w,.rk •

.h. n." t

rSouk;ar(] ,le
1 eniplo : cons..,,,„.„tly, th. (lalto. tho Ambi-'u-
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r ii.|m'. mill Friincuiii's u.iv cIksc iil liaiid. and ihc Porte
-^ M-.Miiiliti III. I vi'H fill iiuav. \i I i-;ii/.iilK'tli had lU'VtT Ihcm

' 'III' IiImv."' W lien the faiii V luuk Iut "In >i'f what it was
M. llaiidiPM r, \i\ \\,\\ i,{ di'iii;; thiii;:> haiidMHiirlv,

.
Ill r til ihi- ((prra >n ihat Aw mi;.dit sir thr fiiiot play ctf

I \I. <iaiiilri)ii haviii;:, id' iinir.-c. ;,n\»'ii |••rIllis^il.ll ). 'I'hcy

.'< -'ivin;,' Ar l.nhiiinrnr I'liiimis at that lime. Klizalu'tii

;v ,_ht "ihc I'lay" a> dull as dilihwalfr. She did iidI want
i • _ ' a;,'aiii. (»n Siiiidav.-, aflcr >\w had ;,^>iif fmir tiitic« to

liii lii'twctn Ihi' riaiv liiiyalc and llic Cliurili of St. I'aid

lirr niniliiT >au that .-he was ])iimtiial in tlu' practice of
' _ii.iis duties and pnT(pt>). her father and inolhcr took
'

!
I., ijic Cafe Turc, wluri' they seated tlieiiL-ilvcs mi chairs
"i iiilwi'cii a iianicr and the wall. The CatV- 'Pun- at

r; I iim- was flic resort of all the heauty and fa:-liion of the
Mr.iis the Fauhouri: Saint-. \iitoin<'. and .idjacciit nci<.'lil)or-

' I-: 'lie Saillard> always went early to secure their favorite

fill" . and then amused tliciiiseives hy watching the passers-
l'\

.

I.lizaheth had never worn anythinfj: hut print i,'owns in
i-uiiiiiier. and ineriiio in winter. She made her own dresses.

Ilr mother only allowed her twt'nty francs a month: iiut

1.1- father was very fond of her, and tempered this rigor
\* til occasional proeiits. Of "profane literature." as the
AMi'' (iaudroii (curate of Saint I'auFs and the family oracle)
u I- pleased toi|ualify it. l-llizahelh knew nothing whatsoever.
T!;- >v>tem had horne its fruits. Compelled to find an out-
1' fir her feelings in some pa.ssion, Elizaheth grew greedy
: irnn; not that she was lacking in intelligence or per-
si'iiacily. hut ignorance and her creed had shut her in with
;i I Mile (if hrass. She had nothing on which to exercise her
fi iiliies. >ave the most trivial affairs of daily life: and as she
!i '1 fi'w things to think about, the whole force of her nature
^^a- lirought to liear on the matter in hand. Her natural in-
ti iiiiTince, being shacklel hy her religious opinions, could only
<^ri itself within tlie limits imposed iiy ia-ui<trv. ana
i:i-!iislry becomes a very storehouse of subtleties from which

m
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l''"il 111.. |i„u. of K|i;^;,l„.lh-s "larria-,., th,. S,,ilhinls sawno visii(,r< ,.\ivi,t til,. \ii - <'
r 7

'^""liinis saw

;=i:;,::';;:::;:,,l!;:-:,5---r''"^^

pt;;^l:'i;:;i;,i;:;;;:;:;:i;::i;:;::;;t;:,7; ^.-.

i.»j.....,.,i ,,„„..,,„„,, ,'„';,,
, ;,

;;,,:;f
';;

'-- -'-

.,.111,.:,
,

•
'":',""•: ^'" /-''''>•"'•//"/•./

1... us..,i ,„'"'', tllick slii,(.s wil 1 <ivi.r l,.i,.l-l,.. , I

"""'l-k,n.|usu.y,ntla.stro.l. M. Iji.h.ult wont .
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tiic liill-disfountin-r li-i. ,ii tli.' yi-ur II. of tlio Hcpuhlie with
;i hiitiliinan, the 8iour Wfrhrust, a croiiy of (iobsftk's. for

111- |).irtiUT.

ihoc. it ha.s been anid, wcri" at one time the .Saillanl^' only
\i.-iiiir.-; hut afterwards, ohl Sailiard striicl< u\< an aeijuaint-

;iiiiv with M. and Mine. TranMHi in the ehiireh-uardenV pew
;i' Si. l'anl\s. The TraiiMins, whoh'.-aie earthenware dealers

111 ihe Iiue de Lesdi^^uieres. took an interest in Klizabeth,

ami It wa.. with a \ iew to tindinj,' a husliand for her that thev
lueed vonng Isidore J?aiidoyer to the Saillard.s. TheuilriK

r i understanding between .M. and Mine. Handover and the
S.illiird family was conlirmed by (iigonnet's approliation.

II- had I'lnployed Mine. JJandoyer's brother, the Sieiir Mitral,
;i- hi.- Iiailiir for nniny years; and about tliis time Mitral was
liniiking of retiring to a jjretty house at Ile-.\dain. .M. and
M nie.

.iihi

Baudoyer, Isidore's father and nniilicr. re.-jieetalile

r-dressers in the Hue Censier. had put by a link' ley

iiy year in a jog-trot bu: ^ine^ W hen thev had inarriei

lousand Iranes to him.

Duntrv ; it was thev,

ihfir oidy son and made over tit'iv t

ihi \ also thought of going to live m the (

ii'l'vd, who had fixed ujHin lle-.\dam, and attracted .Mitral

l'< that spot; l)ut thi'y still eaine freouentlv to Paris, where
t!:t V il.ii keiit a i)U'(l-n-tcm: in the iiDUse in tlu' li ue ( 'eiisier

uiiii h Isidore received on his marriage. The Handovers had
me of a thousand crowns still left after providing for

!l

!1C0

II 11' son.

M. Mitral, owner of a sinister-look ing wii:, and a visairo

color of Seine water, illuminated iiy eyis nf the hue of

nish snuff, was as cool as a well-rnpe; he was a

iM'iiM'-like creature i no ( me k new alinnt

-e<retive,

is nionev : iiut he

I
'"hiiblv did ill lii> corner as (iiwiniiet did in the (.)

i ;ii-.Marliii.

i'lil if the familv circle grew wider, their idi'a.-

hiartier

and habits
liMlcrwent no corresponding change. Thev kejU all the
t.Hiiily festivals; birthdays and ..cdding-dMy.- ; all the saints'

' •;- id' falber and niother. son-in-law. daughter ai'd u'fand-

'! .ghter; Easter, I'hrisimas, New dear's Day, and 'i'uclfih



ill

^iglU. .\nd as ,!u.s. ncrasio^s always d.n.an.l.,! a em.tu opn,. and ...Moral cl-anu,. ..f .iu- iu.us., .lu-v nu^tml to n,„.l>nu. p,.a..,u.al u„lnv u„h ,lu. jnvs of d.it.es,Mc Jlu., on, can... ,!,.. ^,n.,.n^,: ,„,f„, .i^,- p,,„,,u..d w h

u ..
,
a pair of s,lk Mn.ku^. or a wlv, >kull-,.ap for Saillan •Hd ..arnn^s. or sihor pla,. f„r Kl.xai,..,!, n her lu i(^r who,,, the,- w..n. ,„ak„„ „p , ,„„,,,,„„ ,.,,,i^.^. ; J

th u l.,,,lhy,,, thopa...... And l.,.fon.,h. presents we

th;.;\!'r::;'i:;r,r:'''"-^'^-''''
--i-™!...

"(Jiiess what we are jroiii^^ to <,dve vou !"

in six. 'J'l l.-.v used to H,„r „,,,, ,,,.. ,,,,^^,,^,_ ^,,,^, „,„,
,

.
"

w,l.enth.,.as,,,an,,dw,sl,esf..rall^

;''''''.' 'l'-;F>n'>ens were ,.n v,,.w. and all , he f,M,,.s,s nin.t

^'^'•''";:f'T"""""*^''^'"'- <»"thedavof,heu.lvet.kuil-
c..^Sa,ilard™ti,ear,iele,n,p^
I't des.e,t. to the ..a-ne.-al sa, isfa., ,on. 1„ ,1,.. ,v,.n,nj,. more
'-1"7'"^-;'—nein.andadaneerollouvd. A Mn^l.^^ n.du d,n, for a ha,,d for a Ion, wh,le:h„, for. h;L:;.^^

t .• .dndl sonnds o| a th-,,..ole, ,o ,he IVmivuv. The eook.Mne. handover s,en..,-al >ervanl. and old Ca.herine, M
.S.nlards ,„a,d. stood h.ok.n.^ on ,n the dnor,..,-,v with the
I-'-<"r.iMd h,s wife: and a e.'own of ,h,v. livre:.' was .nvento fhein I., hny wine and eoir.v.

''''"' "'! '""'''.^- •''•'•'< n-,,rd..d l?a,nlov. r and Saiilard
^.s M,en of ,,.anseendent ahi!i,y:thev . ..,-,. in , ,nplov „f
h.'<.overn,nent: thev ha.l ma,),- ,he,rMav hv she,.- m^n. ;

ti.ey work...l n, eoneert with the .Minister, so „ was said
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th.'y owed their succe.<s ontircly (o their talents. Baudovcr
u;i> ^^'iierally considered to be tlie more eapahle man of the
lud. because his work as chief eleri< was allowed to be more
:iiilii(nis and complex than book-keeping. And besides,

l-idore had had the genius to study, although he was the
M.ii of a leather dresser in the Hue (Vnsier; he had had the
iiiiiiacily also to give uj) his father's business to enter a (iov-

• niiiieiit ollice, iind had reached a high |)osition. As he was
.: man of few words, he was supi)OM(l to be a deep thinker;
• ill' would perhaps represent the eighth arrundissciiient some
ilay," said the Transons. And as often as (iigonnet heanl
this kind of talk, he would purse u\) lij)s that were
>;illi',iently pinched already, and glance at his grand-niece
iilizabeth.

As to physi(|ue. Isidore was a big heavy nuin of seven-and-
ihirty ; he perspired easily; his head suggestfil liydrocephalus.

1: was an enormous head covered with closely cropped chest-

inu hair, and joined to th neck by a thick Ihshy roll that

liiled UJ) his coat collar. lie had th.- arms of a Hercules,
i!ie liands of a Doinitian. and a waist girth which -mIht living

k lit "within the limits of the majestic," to <|uiti< Brillat-

S.ivarin. In face he wii- very mi'ch like 'he Kmperor .\lex-

iMiliT. Vou recognized the Tartar Ivpc m the little eyes,

in a nose depressed in the middle aii.J rai>ed at the tip. in

li.i' chilly lips and short chin, lll^ foreh. ad was narrow
iiid low. Isidore was of lymphatic temperament, but time
ill'! no whit abated an excessive conjugal attachment, in

-pite of his likeiu'ss to the hamlsome Uu>siaii Kmpcror and
i!ic terrific Domitian, Isidore P)amlover was notiiing but a

-'.!\e of red-tape; be was not verv fit for the post of chief
I'l-k, but he was thoroughly accu>toined to the routine work,
!i'l his vacuity lay l)eneath such a thi(k covering that

! .. -calpel as yet had probed it. He had displayed the patience

- ni .-sagacity of the ox during those days of liard stiidv; and
iiiis fact, together with his square head, had deceived his rela-

tives. They took him for a man of e\;:-aordinary abilities.

At the ortice he was punctilious, pedantic, pompous, and
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f\i^>\: ii iirrfcci inn. I in In. ,lrrk>. He u;i^ iilways makinjr
ol.scr\;ili(.ii- I'l.r ili. r iMiirlii. uluavs iiisiMin;: u|'<iti njiniiias
iiii.l full >|n|,>. ;i|u.,v~ ;, MKkl.r (,,r rii!.'< and iVLMiliitiuiis.

and s(. tcrrd.lv jxiiicni.d tlini n-.i onr of thr clt-rks faiird to k'
in ids pliKc Ill-fore lie canii' m.

"""'"}'' »> ' I" w<'ar a ,.Mt ..f coriillow.T l.iur with
yellow I. nitons, a hull' «ai.-l:M,al. -rav irnii>er>. and a c-oloivd
^'"<'''''- "'• 'liiil i'\u^ feel, ami hi- Imh,!- titled Immi l.adl.. Hi.,

u.ileii (ham wa.- ad-.i-ii.d wiili a hu.ire i.iineli .d' -rals and
trinket-, anion.i: whieh he still retained liie "Aie.-riean s,.cd,,"

'^liiili Used to he the fa.-hion in the war \dl.; and this ni

'i'he restraint- .d' relitijon and ri-id hahits of lif, wer.'

forces that hound !hi- fanidv to,i:.'ther: li.ey had, nioreowr.
one eoninion aim lo unite ihein--ihe iliou«rhl of inaki-iL'

nionev wa.- the eoinjia-s uhieh unii<led tiieir course. I'llizaheih

I'.aiidoyer was ohli-e(i to con, i, nine uith herself for lack of
any one to cotnprelien.l her id.a- : for she felt thai she «.i.

not anioiii: i-ijuals who (.mid understand thein. Facts had
eotni.elled her lo form her oun conclusions of her hiishand,
I'ut .!- a woman of ri-jd |irinei|de she did her iie-t lo keep m.
M. KaiidMver's ivpulaji.m: -h.- showed profound respect f.,r

lii'ii. honorin- in him ilic faih.T of hrr child and her hus-
ban.l: the •temporal p.e.-., r." m -hort. as the .\hi,e Caiidmn
pni it. For which rea-on -he uonid ha\e thou.irht it a deadly -m
to .allow a -irainrer i.i n ad lirp na I npimoti of hrr vajiid inai.'

in any ;:lanee. or ,^c<iure. or word. .Sh,. ,.\en professed a

passive ohedienec |n 1,,- \vil' in all ihin.Lr>. liuinors of the
onier uorld nached her ear-, -he noted theni and made her
own comjuirison-: .umI -o sound uas lier jud-nieni of men
ami atfairs. th.at -he heeanie an nrade In in-ivate f,,r the \\\<>

funclionarii-. Indeed, at ih.- time when this hislorv he.irii;:^.

they had uniMUMioiisly reached (he point of doim,/ nothi!!;,'

without coiisiiltine- h,.,-.

''^'"'
'> 'i ^'I'lrp Miie. i- l':iiza!H'th:"' old S.iillard ii.s'd Jo

say inL'cnuou-ly. I'.iii Ilandoyer was loo much of a fool not
to he pulfcd up hy his ill-foun<le.l reputation m the (^uarlier
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:; Alltt'.'iL'. 1|. Uiiulii lint alioU lllUt lll> VMli' U a> clfVlT,

i'' hi- -.irru'ij h<.,r i N vfrin— ii> ai;fi)iii!l. Kliz.ilx-ili fflt

HK^d that h»T uiu If Bidault, uliufi (iipwmct, miisi be
li aiaii, ii apitaii-: vvnli an eiiornioii- turiiuviT. \\\ tlie

!' self- 11 rest, .-ho H'ail (1«~- I-ui)fiiuJ.\ licit, r ihnu the
r rrai.. n-ni. he .siw I hat -lu' was tiiati-d with a fool

n-'.v(ll -u.-(ii-(i(.,| liiiii lit' liii,::!,! |i;i\,. I,,

!iir(Teju tor her: hin slu- {iretVrr>-«l ti

n siimr'thitij,'

I leave iliai iiii'Ttit-

-ir." unexploie.i. Ail t lie o>.n; i>- ,itreetinn> -'i' Ki /abelh's
- tniuiii -aii.-fa.iioi! Ill luT (lauL'hter ; ^h.- sjiared her

i!i.- .^'irl th,- .Inidu'Tv that -hr hail kimwn ; .-lie i^ved her
ind tliou'dit li lal till- ua- all ihat eoiild hr (ApiTicd of
il --v IS for thai dau;;hier.- -^ake that she had persuaded

ii.-r atliir to lake the ordiiiarv >teii of iroiiiL,' into iiarlnersl

ih Kalleix. Fallei.x liad

lip

>iuauil, wiio lent jniii iiionev on pled

[en iiitrodiued to the family by

iiiit aiieix

I liis old fellow eoiiiil rymaii too dear; he cotiiplai'ied

niiieli candor before the Saillards I hat (iiicoiinct \v

;i-iMn,i,' eighteen per cent of an Auvei^riiat. Old Mine. Sail-
l.i'd NVeiit >o far as to reproa. h 1her rilativi

I! IS just l»cau.-e be is an .\u .. i-i,qiat that I onlv ask
_::iitcen per cent retorted (ii^nmiiet. It wa.- alxait that

that Faliei.x. a;j:ed tuenty-ei^dit. had hit upon a new ii

\' l.lloll. x'ciiied ti aiilar<l. to wllolil he explained it.

liMl the \oiin>r man "talked ^i rai.<.dit"" (to use an e.\[)re.-sioii

liMin Saillard's diet e'tia ry ), and that there was a fortune to

ribeili at oiKc conceived the

Minier" i'.ir iicr dau^ditcr, ami
le wa- lookini^ seven \ears

made out 111- :.li

>n of keep ng I'al iei\ to

I'Tniing her son-inlaw hcr.-elf.

'^'•ad. Martin l-"allci\'- n-.-nei i l^r .Mine, j

inids; he recot:

!'l made million>. hi' uouid -nil have I

>aii(|o\-t.'r Knew no
ni/ed lior iini^H.-rtnal -upcriorit\. If 1 le

lecll de\(iied to 1 he

the lamilv Circle. iiza-
i-e. uherc he was made one

ii's little )s\v\ had I.e.. 11 lau^dil already to till his glass
ililv and to tak e 111.- iia t when 1 ic came,

hen M. Saillard came home after tin. Muiister's dinner
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party, the pame of boston was in full swin-,'. Elizabeth was
advising' Fallcix

; old Miiir. Saillard, knitting in the fireside
conicT. was looking over the curato's hand ; and M. Baudoyer,
impassive as a nule-stone. was exert in;,' his intcllif^cnce to
discover where the cards were. Mitral sat opposite. He had
come up from He-Adam for Christmas. Nobody moved
when Saillard eanie in. For .-everal minutes ho walked up
and down the r i, his broad countenance puckered by un-
wonted triciital exercise.

"It is always the way when he dines with the Minister;
luckily, it only haj)peiis twice a vear. or they would just kill
him ontriudit." remarked .Mn.c. Saillard. "Saillard was not
made to he in the <,'oviTnmcnt •" .Moud she added, "Sail-
hird, I say, T hope you arc ii,)| ^r,,infr to keej) vour best clothes
on. your silk breeches, and Kll.ciif cloth coat? Just ^o and
take yoin- things off; doirt wear them out here for nothin.';
mn mere."

••There is .soniethin,-: the matter with your father," Baudoyer
remarked to his wife, when the cashier had gone to change
IS clothes in his tireless room.
"P. rhaps M. dc la Billardicre i.- dead." Elizabeth n-

••irned Miiijdy
; "he is anxious that you .should have the place,

md thiit worries him.""

••If an be (if service to you in any way. command me."'
urate of Saint PauTs. with a bow : "I have the hoimr
"wn to Ime. la Dauphiiie. In our times all othccs
e filled by devoted subjects and men of staunch re-

!g' rinciple.""

'incl sai<l [•"alleix ; "do nien of merit want patrcn-
tliey arc to get dm in your line? I did the right thins,'

\v I turned bras>-founder; custom comes to find you on]
if oii make a good article."

••'riie (Jovernin.nt. >ir. is the Government," interrupted
Baudoyer; ''never attack it here.""

"Vo,i are talking like the Constilutionnel, in fact," said
the curate.

'••Fust the sort of thing the ('oiisfihifioiniel always ?a.y?,"
assented Baudoyer. who never saw the paper.

- lid tl

-hou

!
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T!ic cnsliicr fully bclifvcd that his son-in-law was as much
i.Viliniinlin's superior in intellect "as God was above St.

( ri>|>in" (to use his own (.\i)res>ioii ) ; still, the pood soul's
i| .-ire for fhe step was a guileless wish. He wanted success;
hi' wanted it as all employes want their step, with a vehement,
intense, unreflecting. i)rutal desire to pet on; but, at the
-.iriii- lime, lie must have it. as he wished to have the Cross
"( ihe Lepion of Honor, to wit, entirely tlirouph his own
II • rits. and with a clear conscience. To his way of thinking,
if a man had sat for twenty-five years behind a prating in a
public oHice, he might he said to have piven his life for his
rniintry. and had fairly earned the Cross. He could think
• f 11(1 way of servinp the interests of his son-in-law. save by
|M;itiiip in a word for him with the Minister's wife when he
\'>nk her the monthly stipend.

"Well, Saillard, you look as if you had lost all your rela-
ii\f-! Sj)eak out, my hoy, pray tell us something," cried
Mjiir. .* lillard when he came in apain.

Saillard turned on his heel, with a sipn to his dauphter,
iiiiiiiating that politics were forbidden while visitors were

[iri'-etit.

Ulicii M. Mitral and the curate had taken their departure,
Milliard pushed hack the table, and sat down in Iiis arnuliair.

M. had a way of seating himself which meant that a piece of
<'•.••!• possi[) was about to be communicated; a seipience of
n'i'vcnients as unmistakable as the tlirce raps on the stage at
'.'•< Coinedic-Francaise. First of all, he i)ledged liis wife

'I dauphter and son-in-law to the most profound secrecy
( I'T however mild tiie possip might he. tlieir places, so he
HIS wont to say, depended upon their discretiun) ; then he
i'l'.iiglit out his ineomprehensihle riddle. How a deputy was
^i'"nt to res-ign ; how the secretary-general, very reasonably,
lilted to be nominated to succeed him ; how the Minister was
; nvately thwarting the wish of one of his firmest supporters
lid most zealous .servants ; and lr=tly, how the age limit and

I uriiary ([ualifications had been discussed. Then came ar.

> 'ilanche of conjectures, washed away by a torrent of argu-

»
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nimts .„, th.. pan uf ||„. tw,. uflK ,mIs. wl... kept up an exrhiuiL-n
-' l-iM,rn„. hanal,i„>. As fur Kl,/.al„.tl,, slu- a.kfd Imt
three (jUestioiis.

••'f .M. .les I.upeaul.v 1.- f,.r us, ean he earry BaudovfM

"l^iiini! IJepid. he .uuld 'r ,ned the cashier
Klixaheth p..ndeivd tln>. "In IM f. V uvl liidault and Instneml (,ul,se,k .,hl,^r,,l h,,,,.- she thou^'hl. Ah.ud she a^ked|> lie Slill ill drill

?'

"^ es-s-. • said ihe ra>iner. with a <l.defui proh.njjation of
""• '"'al silMhn.I. •Thevtriedioattaeh ins sah.rv, hu. they
"^ere .i„pp..d hv an nrd.T fn.,„ h..a.l.|uarters, an "injunetion
at Slight.

'

•"I'lien. uhere is liis estate of the Lupeaulx'"

''Q"i''"'
l-.^'M.i: Vn„r Krandfather and ^'roat-un..l.

Hi.lault ,an,e Im,,. the pla.e. sn .hd Kallnx; it is not far
iron: Ihe an-on.],s.en,e„t ,,f tins deputv that is eorniuK „ir

When her enlossus nf a hushand was in !„.,]. Klizahcth hent
over hnn.and tli.u.;:!, h.. ha.i Mieered at i,er questions fur
erotelirls. -he .sii<l:

"I»e;ir. perhaps vou are ^^oin- to hav M. d.. |a Biliardiere's
phiee.

^

"Then, vn.i are a-ain with vour faneies!" cried Fiaud.ner.
.'nst Icav,. M (iau.lrou to speak t.. tiie Dauphiness, and don't
meddle with the olhee."

At eleven oVIock. just as all was quiet in the Place Rovale,
M. d^'^ hiiiH-aulx Icf, tl„. (>p,-,.a ,., .„ ,., t,,,, ,{„„ „ ;,,,,f
It chanced to Ik. one of .M,„e. Rahourdin-s ,„o>t hrilliant
Ue,lne-.,iav>. A -o,,d nian.v frequenl..rs ..f hrr house had conu-
'" •'"' ' '!"• ""••"'.• to Mwl! ilu. ,.,.oup> alreadv a>send,led in
li'T """iM>. and n.anv ,e]ehrili..s w,.re th..re: (Vinalis ti,e p..et,

'
" '"""'•' ^'•'""..er. l»r. P.ianchon, i.ueien de Uuhenipre.
!''''''^" '!'•;•""!'>• llie Conit,. .!,. (.ranMUc. the \womW dc
'"'naine. du |{ru..l. writer of vaiidrvdles. Andodie Finot the
journalist, Dervdle, one of the longe.>tdieaded lawyers uf the
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TiiK (i()vr:i{N.Mi;.\T cljiuks 1»»»7

(l;i\ ; the Conitc dii CliAtclft. and dii 'I'illct tlir l)ankor, wore nil

|.rr-fiil. with scviTiil yoiiii;,' MICH of ra>liinri like I'aul do
MiiH rviilf and tlu- yoiiii^r X'icninic di' i'urtcndiu'Tc.

< 'ilc-tiiic was dis|»Mi>in^' tea wlicn tlir ,-f(n'tarv-f,'('n('ral

(aim in. Hit dress suited licr well tliat evcnin;:. She wutv

tly ])lain black \clvct f,'i>wn and a Idack irauzc scarf;.1 iirrli'l

!' r hair was carefully sinnotlicd iicncatli a lii;,'li cnrnnci of

il:nl-, rinjjiets in the l']nidi>li I'a-hii.n fill nn cadi side nf Iut

Her cliict" distiMction war- ail arti^l s Italian ne^Mi;,'enc(

t!ir ca.-e witli which si le undcrstond e\er\ thiiit:. and her

:nicinus wav o f wel ciiininir her friends" |ca>t u i>nc NatIt lire

:i'l ;:iveri her a slender liirure. so that >he could turn swifih

ir first 1 1 nest ion in;,' word ; lur eves were Oriental in shape

<|uely set in (^hine-e fa>hi)n, so that thev could n-laiun

:! I

aiMl oltli

ards. Her soft. insinuating' voice was so well under
iirul. that she could throw a car

viMid, I'voii her most siiontaiieous utterai

essill;:: eharill lllln escrv

lei'S; lier leel \U're

:( h a s you only see in portraii-. fop in this one respect

iters may fhittor their sitters willioiii sinning' a.u'ainst th

of anatomy. Like most hninettcs

»w hv davli'dit. Itut at iii<,dil her comnlexi

okeii a little

ion was daxzliit''.

tlmj,' otf her dark e\es and hair. i,astlv. tl le lirin. slender

les (d' her form jnit an artist in mind of the \'

!!:' Middle .\;:e- discovered hv dean <

tauircd hv Diane de I'mliers.

(Ml

enus of

jon, tile ^'reat sculptor

uav, am aileil Ills's Lui)eaiil.\ stopped in the door

ider a^'ainst the frame, lie wa~ acciislomeil to spv out

ilca-'iire of >pv-

d him far more

III' iTs ideas; he could not refuse himself the
]

)man"s feelin<'s: for Celestine intere-tiiiL' a W(

l! in anv woman had done hefore .Xlld lies i.ll peaulx IKK

lv:i, h

V. iiite

ed an age when men claim much from women, '{'he first

hairs are the si^Mial for ti.e last passions; and these

• :i. the most tumultuous of all, for they are >tiniulated hy the
!-' heat of youth and the sense of exhaustion. The fortieth

}• ir is the a^'e for fidlies. the a.<,'e when a man doires to he

i '-eil for his own sake. '!'" love at fortv is no loiiLjer ^iillieicnl

Itself, as it u>ed to I le wlieii 111' was vouii'', and could ho
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happy Ml falling in love at nnulorii in Cheruhino's fasliion
Al forty iiotl.iii^' less tliaii nil will satisfy a man, and lie is

afraid lest he should ohtain nothing; whereas at fivo-aii.]-
twenty, he^has so niii. h, that it is not worth while to exert
his will. There is so nmeh stren>,'th to spare at five-and-
twenty, that it may he s.|iiandered with impunity; hut ;it

fnrly a man t,ike< ahiise „t' >tn-ngtli for vi -or. The thoii^'lits
that lilled des LuiMNiuK's mind at this moment were sun'lv
nielaii.holy ones, for ilu- elderly heau's countenance li;i(l

visil.ly len-theiied: the a,i;reeable smile which lent expression
f«. his face, and <lid duty as a mask, had ceased to contract
his featiin^; the n d man was visible; it was not a pleasant
siglit. Ralioiirdiii noticed jt.

"Wliat has come to him:-" he Wondered. "Is he in di.s-

Ki'ace:-"" Hut Ihesecretary-^'.'iieral was nu ndy reflect injj that he
had been dropj.ed oik , before s ewlial too j.roinptlv bv pretty
Mme. Colleville, whose !iile;il miis bad been preciselv ijie shihc
.IS Celestine's ou n. Uabourdin al.-o saw that the would-be
ftatesmairs eyes were (i.cd upon his wife; and he made a
note ()f their exprosiou in his i; -mory. Rabourdin was ton
clearsi-liled an observer not to se.' through dos Lur^aulv;
in.le.'d. i.e f.|i the most thorough contemp' for the secretary-
general

;
but if „ man much engrossed by .>iome pursuit, his

feelings are less apt to rise lo the surface, and mental' ab-
sorption in the work that he loves is e(pii\alent to the clever-
est dissimulation (d" his attitude of mind. For this rea.-on.
Jtahonrdin's opinions were like a sealed book to <les Lupeaulx!
The chief clerk wa> displease.l i,y the up.-tart politician's nres-
ence in his house; but be had not cared to cross Celest'iiie"?
will. He hapj)ened to be chatting conlidentiallv at tho
moment with a supernumerarx, a young clerk destined t(.

play a part in the intrigue set on foot by la HillardiereV n\,-

liruachiiig death, so that it was but a wandering attention that
he gave to (Ydestine and des Lupeaulx.
Some account of the supernumerary ought perha|)s to 1h>

given biTc for the benefit of our nephews, and, at the .sanio
time, for the edification of foreign readers.
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illlMTlHIflMTillT is ti> the ,1<1

'I l-liT 1)()V is to the (lull

iiiiiii^ti'iitiiin what tin

'li : uliiit til"' tliiM of il u' ( i>iii|)aiiv

t" ilK' n'.iriiiiciit. .11- llir • r.ii" ti. ilic ihraliv .1

III bfirii:, il civatiiiv lilindcd hv ill

11 iiiLri'Miiiiiis

ii-ii>iis. Ilciw far
il uv j,'(> without illii.-ioii-^;-' On the Miviiu'lh of illii>

Ur >lMll.'ulr W Itll t M' liinM Ullir- of ail whilf \\

ions

If scanx kfCM
ll'<' umII li-oin t

'lii I'ail 11 drawn from ll

11- lloor, \\r (IlLTr-l ihc rild
I IMi'Il t

- of t

II' !-aMii' Mdircc

IC >CH'I1('('S

lll'ioi;-. mean un-
>ii;i< lid faith, and the sii|Mriiiiiii.'rar\ ha- faiili in tlu' ad-

ii'ini-tration. He doc- not lakr it fur t

hard-hcariod .•.\>i('rii that it

11' iiiilcciin'' col

i>.

Of -ii|>criniiiicra! ics, there an- but two kind- the wcll-io-
ind the poor. 'I'hc poor i|M'riiiinici',iry i- rich in liopc,

irv i- p'lor in
.iMil II

I'jillil V IS SO

i'cd< a hcrth; the well-to-do -npcrniiiiicr

-pint, jiiitl has need of iiolhin;.'. No wcll-lo-d.

Jiipic a- to put a man of brain- into the adiiiini.-tralion. 'I'lie

ui ll-to-do sn|M'rniiiiicraiT 1.- \i-i;ally comniiti d to ih.. <.are of

I've of a director-L'eiieral.-••ino r clerk, or placed under
I-. 1 iMi|er<:o ^ll^ initiation into the ••pure cwniedv" of the civil

!\ K e. il- Il would he St vied hv that prof. • iiiiil |)liilo-o[iiior

Ili!l)iM|iict. 'i'hc hor:.Ms id' prohatioii are init i;:;itcd for liiin

ii'ilil he receives a deliiiiti iippoiiitineiil. (ioveriiiiient ollices

never iifraid of the well-to-do siiperniinicrarv. '{'he clerks
'^'i"\^ "li'il Ih I- ii"l lit ;ill diinp'rou-; he aiiii> at notliiii<,'

Il of the hi;,dlest pl;i( cs in the -eivice.

'What -hall wo
e- of L,'ettill:^ oil in

\t tin- tinu' niiiiiv fiiniil

our ho\

!i'< Wcl'e a-klll'.

here were no cIliik

t^i" :irii:V. ^pei lii! (•areer>. >i!ch ii- the navv. the mines, civil

•
iiii! military eiiLMneerinLr. and profc-,or-hi[is. ii

l"'','ed ahout with fcLMlliltiol;-. or clo-ed 1

re eitlu'r

IV compctit ion
I'ea- the rotiitoi'v niii\li'M'lllelit whicll lllel.llliorphose-: clerks

I'' il L'o\ernment olllcc mto prefcci-, -nh]
d controllers of tax e-. ami 1

ri-tcct^. Ml' receivers

le Ilk,' ( III mm 11 the -anie Wiiv

iltle fiunires re\olw 111 a m;c:-ic-laMtern ).—this tiiovc

It. to rcpciit. i- -llhjecl to 11" rules, iliid th

keep. 'rhroiiLrli tli; : holi ;,! ihc ad i,ini-1r

ere ,ire no terms

ilive sv-terii.

ri'jorc, helii

14

lie W( ll-t. o -iipeniiimeriirie- einerife
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no TUi: (U)\VAlSMi:ST CLERKS

those are young men who drive cah.- al)oiit town, and ura.
good elothes and nioustaehes, and behave, one and all of them
as insolently as any self-made upstair The well-to-do siiiMr-
nnmerary was almost invarial,ly a luphrw or a eousin or a
relative .,f >onie minister, or civil >er\aiit. or of a very in-
lluential p..er. Journalists um^I in l„. .„vitv hard upon him-
not so the e>iahli>lied .-lerks; tliey aided and ai.etted the voiiie.
gentleman, and nuule interest with him.

_

Hut the p,,or siipemumerary (tl,,. ,,m1v -muine kind) w
in nearly .-very case, a wi.lowV son. l[i> father before hi,,,'

probably was a eh-rk in a gov,.rnmr!!( ..jlir,.; hjs motlicr liv.s
on a meagre pe„sin„. and starv,-.. I,.,.. If i,, s„ppnrt her bnv
til he can get a permanent p,..~t a^ .opvin- clerk: she die<
while he IS within sight of ibat mar.liar.- bAion of the pre-
iession— the post of draiigliting ,!, rk. with a prospect of
drawing up reports and formulatin- nrdcr^ fm- the term of
his natural life, or even a probb-niatical chanrc of becomin.'
a senior clerk. This kind of .-.up<.n,iMn..n,rv alwavs live^ i,"^

some iieighbo,-li,Mu] where ivnts aiv lo',> . anil leaves it at an
early hour. For him the .tale ..f tl,.. uvaih-r is the' real
La.stern (^lotio,,. |I,. „i„.t ,valk tlic w!,,,!,. wav to the office
and keep his bo,>ts clean, and take care .,f hi< cloilic> ; \w mu<t
make allowance for the time that he is like to jo^e if a heavv
shower forces !iim to take shell,.,-. The >„pernunierarv lia's

plenty to thmk about! Pav,a,ients in the streets and' ll'n-
stones along the <|nay> and boulevards were b„„ns indeed for
'uiu. II any siiMngv chance .be„ld brio- vou out into the
streets ot I'aris bctw,.,.,, half-pa^l seven and eioht o'clock of a
winter morning, when there is a sharp froM. or the weather
IS gen.Tally unpleasant; and if. furtheniioiv. vou happen to
see a pallid, timorous youth walking alonir u'llhout a ci'^ar
in n,s niouil,_|n,,k at his pocket: vou are pretiv sure to (fi-
cover the outlines of the roll which his mother <:ave him whe„
ie left home, so that he might hold out. uifhout damaire to
Ins internal economy, through the nine Ion;: bours that sepa-
rat.' breakfast from dinner. The period of unsopbisticaied
innocence is. however, but short. Bv the light of a very little

2If ii SSfe"'
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k!'"V .fii^rc of life ill Pans, a lad soon ac(|uiros a notion of tlu'

;iAi'ir li.-taiHi' In'twceii a supcrnmiicran' and a coi)\in^ ck'ris

;

:, ^;,-i-..<i(i' uhicli iicitluT Arcliinu'dt's. nor Xcuton. nnr Pascal,

i.-i' I.-.'iliiiitz, nor Kepler, nor l.aplacc, nor any (.tlier niallu'-

jii.iiKian can c<ini]iutu. It is tlir dilfenjiict.' Ijeiucen /cro and
till unit, lietwecii a prolileniatii-al bonus and a rc^'ularlv paid
.-a'aiy. The superMunierary aecordinyly is prettv (piiek to

>" ihe inipossil)ilitie> nf the eareer; lie hears the talk of th.e

ri. ik,-: they explain to him how So-and-so was proiiKited over
!!!':i' heads. \',y ai:d liy he discovers the intriirues uf ^^DVern-

iii''iit ollices; he lind.- out iiow his superiors were proinotod,
iihI the extraordinary circunistances tiiat led to their siic-

ft .-,-. One. for in.-tance. married a youn;,' ladv with a past;
aM'itlier took to wife the natural daiiLdiier of a mini^ter: vet

ciiii'tlicr took a heavy responsil)i!ity upon hi.- shoulders; whiK;
ii fourth, an extremely aiile man. impeiilid his health with
v.-rkin^r like a <:alley-slave : hut thi- hi.-t employe had the
]"r>evrraiice of a mole, and not every man feels himself
'ipalile of perforiiiiii_i: -ueh feats. J^verythin.i.'- is known
!•; I he ollice. Sometimes an incompetent man has a wife with
i'li'nty (d' braiii>; she hrou^dit him thus far: it was she who
Nciiivd his nomination as a deputy: and tiioii^di he has no
r;:p,iiity fcir work, he can inlrijrue in a small wav in the
I i.iiniher. So-and-so has an intimate friend in a statos-

n.iii"- wife. Such-an-oiie is in league with a formidable
.i"!!inalist.

i'iieii tlie supernumerary is disgusted and hands in his

I' -'gnation. 'riiree-fourihs of the supernumeraries leave be-
l'"ie they secure permanent i)ert!is. 'J'hose that remain are
iMJiir dogged young men or simpletons that say to them-
-' ivt-. "1 have lieen here for three years. I shall get a berth if

i ~ia\- on long enough I" or those that Teel conscious of a

\'";itinn. Clearly the sup.;-numerary is. in the administra-
i!'!!. piX'tty much what the novice is in religion-; orders. ITe

.- pa-~iiig ihroiigh his probation, and the trial is severe. In
'ii' e"iir>e of it the State discovers the men that can boar
i. :nger and thirst and want without giving wav under the
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-tnnn :„„.,: ul„„n ,lru.|;„.n ,1,,,.. ,,..1 ,li.^„.,
: tl,. f,,nrH.r,

'''-'' ''''M'^.Mr,,nMi,..U...,lni;.,ii. ,,..-.. i,,,!... Mara,
"
"T V:.

"""-'•— >i-k of ,, ,,;,.,„„::

':'";•
'\v:'''''

"'''''' ''^'''^'^''' '--'''--'-- pi-

Ylo^..l.Mll..v„H..a),,.,lu,,.M,Hl,a-n,l.l...r.an,lh,...xlnl,n..,|

;V': '"'V^'"'^"'''";
"^^'^'''•' P'— n,.i hn.l„

""^^ "' -l-nnn, !,a,r. N„u :n.l .^:un ,!,. p,,,.- In.v wo„MM;-i;.dan..,.:„ A,„„ ,.,,., .„,,,;,, -Wha, !, U.au,ifnl w.,-

'"""•".-'" "I 'In. fairviill >lr,.,, ,ln>,.,| hi. ..v..<
Wal-ur,!n, s,u- ,1,;., S.M,aMi,.n l,a,l ,1„. making of a .;

-r.ou.lv. ,!,,,
. ,..r ..1,.,-k was v.rv nnu-h i,,,,.,'.,,.,] i„ .l.

';;;'"
^"'>'-

,

•^"'' '"" ""'>• -• '- I-.-hI ma,]., a pn.t.v ournv,

r
" ;'"' '"";''> '" *'" '"'"" -I' '' |"-r wi.lou- with ..

ns,onnt..,,I,u,Hl,v,lf,,,:,,..;Sol.aMMa, had not Ions l..|:

'"' '"^'•'^';" >nn,, ,„v,.ssirily hav .at.n into h, r^.n.n- >o hahnnnlm h.,! 1 „ ,,„!,, ij,,,, , |.,„,„,. ,„ ,,,
sniHTMnm-rarv

:
hr ha,l of,,.!, .,„. oui of his wav at th,. h.-...,l

t" i-vt a hn„„s for hin>: sn„„.,i„K.s. h,,]..,.,!. lu.'ha.l paid ti,..

;'""""'""
VV'r "^"^ l""'^''' "'"•< tl'" argument had gru.;>t"M v-ann uitli the di.trihnt,.i-nr favor.
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'I'li.'ii he licapcil \rMik iiiMiii S,M,;i,|ii';i ; h,. \va< training- him ;

!:' M.adc him (ill ihi I'.nirl'- place; ami .jii l'>nu'l, a plav-
"' -'ii kiHAui Id ihr (li\:malic wo-ld ami ilir piiMic l,v tlu,'

p-'-'iMii\m ,,i' ,],. Cm'-v. paiil S/La-i iim a liumlrvd cniwiis
"I! "f lii.- .-alarv. Mm,.. ,|,. j;, j;,,, |„. ;u\<\ Iwv -mi ivpinlfd
i;.!!.-ni-iliii as a _i:rcal man, a uMiaiiliaii aiiLTri and a Ivraiit

:
' di (I in one: all llicir hopes dcpiMidnl ,,u him. Si'^ha-iimi

;i -.:.\- Innkcd t'ofuard l<> the lim.' when \\r -hunld he an ts-

i,i:'i;-lir(l clerk. .\h ! ii i- a .utcm da\ \\,v the .Mipcrnumcrarv
Ullrli he sii,r,i> his !Vcei|.| (ny h,, ^,||,|,'\ f,,,' llie (1 rst time.
M.e:\ a lime he has fin-cred iiie ni.Miey I'mi- the lir>l nimith.
id ''"' whnle III' it i, n>a paid liver to the mutluT. \'eniis

-Ii i'-^ upon the>e lir.-l paymeMi> I'rom the miiii-terial ca.-h-

i' - 'I'liis hope could only he ivali/ed for Seha.-tien hv M.
h'.d'..iinlin. his only pmiecior; and ac(iirdin,^-i\ , the lad's
''^"ii"ii I" liis ehiif ua> nnli.mnded. '|"u ice a month he
'':"' ill I'll' Hue Knphot: l.iil oidy with the I'amilv. ami
h'.ih'Mn-diii always hro!i;^hi him home. Madame never ir.-.vc

iiMH an iii\itali(iii except to hailv, \, hen danciii;: yoiniu' men
ve i-e wanted. At the si-lil of the a\iriil de^ l.iipeaidx his
!"'ll'' '"'lit fiist. One of the .MiniMcrV- l alTiaL... ii,ed {,,

•"''<!' T'lr <U'> iaipeanlv at half-pa-l four. juM a- he him.-cll"
•"•!- epenin,!,' hi> iimhrella undei' the airhway hefore M'ttiiiLT
'•'' I'll' ih.e Marais. His fate depended upon the secrejarv-
-ciieral: one word frmn t!ie man in the doorwax (oiild ^ive
I'Mii a liertli an<l a >alary of Iwehe hundred franc-. (Twelve
!ii;':dred francs: It wa~ the hei-hi of hi- amhiiion: he and
I- niolher could live in comfort on >U( h a .-tiueml.) .Ami
'•!. the secreiary-;:eneral did not know Idni. He- l.upeaulx
• i- -carc(dy aware theiv wa- micIi a per-ou a- S,'.ha-tic!i de hi
'''"'I''- 'f ':! Hillai'diere",- xm, a well-to-do >upernumerarv

i'lauiloyers <illice. chanced [d he umlei- the .-inir'av at l!te

-;i!ie tune, dcs Lupeaulx iie\er failed tn LM\e him a friendly
''"i: l>in then M. i'.enjamin de la I'.ilhirdiere wa- the sou of
''iini>ter"s cousin.

\: iliis jiarticular moment I.'ahourdin wa- .riNiuu-- poor little
•"' a-tieii a seoldin<:. Scha<licii was the oidv per-im wholly
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HI 1... S..T.1 of Ual,„un],„-. va.t lah.,r. : S.-|,a.ti.n had ro.M.-dami nruj„,.,| thr la.nuus mrniurial ,„, a Imn.lnMl ami fifiv
>lu'.'t» nt loulscap. In >ay nm!,,,,^. „f lalailalrd >iati^(i,-< ,n
supiH.,1 ..r tlu. a,-,n,u.n., al,.!ra,-t. .,;, Ions.. Laves, whole
'•"lin.ui.- ol hnnkHr.l .•aK-ula.,,,,,-. hr:u\\u^, i„ oapital iHt.r-
|ni.l s„l,-h..a,l.n^r, i„ ,„„„j ,,,,„,_ .,.,,,,

„„.^.,,^,„i^.^,, ^^^,., ^j^-
hr i.lami ,n a -r.at .l,.si;,n> had k.ndird nitlnisiasm in the lad
"t twenty, I,.. un„i,l ,.o|n nut a who!,, tahl.. a-ain after a
""-''• '':'-^'"'''- '" '""1^ " I'Hde i„ handuTitin.' thnt
eo.nited l,,i-sninet!,in;: j,, <<. ;r,,.al an enieihriH.

Selmsti.n li^-lheen m, ,hn,,^.h,l„ss as (n tak,. ,1,,. ,„nst ,lan-
geroiKs rnn.i^d. draft nf all tn il,e nili,-,. i,, nnkr m linish the f,ir
f'opy. I lu> was a li>t of all the men in ihe h.ad otll.es in
fans, with notes of their i.rn>i.eets. tlM.Jr i„v>ent .in-
stances, and private n.cnpati.ins aft. r linurs.

M..st eivil servants in Paris ..k ,1 th..ir silari.v hv .n,ne
Hupph.nientary in..th.Ml of .irainin- a livelih.m.l ; „m1..:. like
Kuh.uir.lin, ih..y |,n^s,>s patriotic ainl.ition or mental siineri-
onty. lake M. Saillard, th..y h.-.-nni." sl,..pin.^ partners in a
hi.smess, an.l -o thr.ai.^h th.. honk> at ni-lit.

'

A irood nianv
'•Icrks, apim. marry seam.tivs.e.. ,„• mana-, n-^.s of lotterv'
o.lices, or their wivs ke,.p inhae.-nnists' sh,,p. or readin-
rooms. Srmio, like Mine. rnll,.v, lie's hushand (Mme. ('..Ile-
vill... It may he renieinl...tv.l. was ( •el..Min..-s rival) hav a
place in a theatre orelu'stra. Vet oth.T-s, lik.. .In Briiel for
instanc... write plays, .-emic ..p.Tas. and inel.)drainas. or take
o sta-e-mana-enH.nt. Witn.-s M....r.. S,.wrin. PixercVo.nt.
Han.ir.l ami others as instances in point. Pi-anlt-Lchrun,
Ins. ami I)iivic,|m.t hel.l p.,sts in the ,ivil service in their
time; ami .M. Scrihe'.s fir.<t puhlisher wa^ a Tivasury clerk.

Ifal.ainliirs inventory e.)ntaine.l ..th.-r .lefails. 'it was an
m.iniry into ll... personal characleristi.s nl' individiiaN Some
statem.mt of their mental and physi.-al .apacities must of
necessity he m.-ln.led in the surv.^y if the (iov.Tiiment was to
rcc^iiiz.. those who comhin.'d int<.lli-..n. < ami aptitude for
wnrk^with <rand health. f.,r these are three indispensahl
•lualilications in men who must bear the hur.len of puhlilie

\m-
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!iii-ii!oss and do ovcnthiiif,' wvll and (|uickh. Tlif inventory
>•• r- ;i -rent i.iccc of work; it \v,i^ tlic oiitcoinc of ten years
'i l.i!'"!'. and a ioiis^r <..\|MTieiue of men and atl'airs aciiiired
iM liif eourse of intimacies with the luads of oijut depart-
iifiii-; l)ut still it would savor soniewiiat of •spiou-m.'. if it f|.||

iMi" I lie iiands of lho>e wiio did not understand the drift of
II. Ilntii,.r<'yes.si\va siii-le .-licet. M. Hahourdin ua- ruined.
>'li;iMi(irs admiration for his einef was unbounded, and lit;

kii.A nothing' as yet of the pt'tty spito of huroaueraev. He
tii'l ii.id tile di>a.lvanta,u( > of siniplieitv as well as its charm.
S-. allhoii;rh I,,, had just heen .^eoided for taking,' l!ie sheet
'" in,- ..nice, he had the coura-e to make a full confession.
Tlic ruu-h draft and the fair copy were at the otlice at that
"MMicnt

; he had put them away in a case where no one could
p'i>-il,|y find them. I'.ut as he saw the .gravity of his mistake,
til" tear.- came into his eves.

•••'ome, come, sir." K'ahourdin added good-naturedly, "let
'" have no more imprudence: l)Ut do not distress vmirseif.
•|" down to the otlice very early to-niorrow niornin-,'.

'

Here is
l.v- key of a hox in my cylinder de>k ; it lia- a letter lock;
':»'i It with the word rirl. and put the rouuh draft and the
cji\ ,-afely away."

Tins piece of cunfldence dried the lad's tears. His chief
'nil to induce iiim to take tea and cake.

•Mamma tcdd me not to take tea hecausi' of mv di.<:esiion,"
>:iiil Sehastien.

•\cry well, my dear hoy. here are some sandwicho and
' •im : coint- and sit beside me," said the awe-inspiring^ Mme.
h' 'i"'urdin, ostentatiously gracious. She made Sehastien sit
i'. her side at the tal)le; and the light touch nf the goddess'
'!r. - as it brushed his coat brought tlio poor i)oy"s heart into
.

- mouth. Hut at this moment the fair lady saw dc- Lu-
! i!il\. and in.-tead of waiting till he came to her, ^he went

' ;!ling towards him.

'Why do you stay there as if you were sulkin;: with us'"
>iic asked.

' i was not sulking."' he replied. "IJut when I came to

m
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'"•I".- :"" ! I'l' "f - I i>"u-. I '-111.1 ',,.1 |„.|,, iliinkin- N)

Ill\>clf lh;il Villi UiMllfl \h- |||,,|-r ilMcl lluw til, 111 r\.T. I f.,n'-

^•i"' I'l'i' -1^ iii"iitii.- hriid' I -liuiiM Im' ,iliiin~i :i -tnmirrr t„

>""• '^": ^^''
' iiiniut clu|"' ( .11 h M!li,.r--y(.ii liavr i<m. niiU'li m-

'''"'.-'"''- 'li:'!
' "11 'll\ M(lr ll.-IW ll;|i| {no inil.h r\ |MT|CI1CP

— f haw lirrli lakili III |no ,,f|r:i. if \(,|l lik.' it Ii.'tliT. ^'.ilir

'ml is aliaiiifil ; \\ li,i~ cnM vmi nntliinn; |,||| >riiilcs anil a IVvr

^MMriiiiis U(ini-

'•Dupr
( adi olli, !:"

~l|.' ivjiralcil. a|i|KlIvnllv half .ilfrlKlxl ;

"uliai ill! \.iii iiiciiii
;-

''^ '-. .M. !' 1,1 l!ill;inliriv i< \V(ir<i' a'j-;iiii td-dav. ami
'"'"I" "'I'li 'li-' Miiii.-liT -aiil u> III.', vniir hn-hiiMci is ci'rt;im

ti) 111' lic-nl (if ihc (li\ i-idii."

Ill' -avc hrr ihr hi.-tdi-y of his "mvih'"' with the Miiiisicr
(fnr M, h,. u,|, |.lia.r,| In ,;||1 il ). ,,f llic Cniinl, 'Ss' jralnusv.
ami what -he !i,i(| -.lid uith rcM'ard l<. the invitation.

"Muii..i, ur ,],.- |,ii!H'aii|\."" the lady fct iiriicd with diixnitv,

'•iMTinit III.' ti) point niit to you tli;il my hii-hand is the iimst

caiiahlc ihirf clrrk; that ho stands lii>t in soiuority; that o!i|

la l?iliardi(Mv"s ajipnintnioiit uvcr his head niado a si'iisatimi

all thruii-h ilir >rr\i,r: that Iw h,is d.,ii.' tlio unrk of tlio hrad
of the division f,,r the p,iM ludvo niontli>: aiul liiat wo have
neither coinitet itor nor rival."

"'I'hat is true."

"Well." >lie eoiitiniied. with n smile that disphaved tlic

prettie>t teeth in the wnrjd. "(an mv fiiend>hi[) for voii he

f-polted with .any ihoiiirlit of >elf-inteiv>i :- Can yo'i think iiic

eajiahle of it y
l>es Liipeaulx siLj-nilied hi~ iidniirinir inerediilitv.

'"Ah I erad -he. "a woiiianV iieart will alwa\s U a secret

for the clcvriv:-! of y.iu nil n. Yes, 1 have seen vf)nr visits

here witli the ijfe.ite-t pleasure, and tlieiv wa~ a thou.trht of

self-intei'.-t at the hack of tlie pleasure."
••Oil.'"

"^ on have ,in unhonndcd future IxTdiv von." sho C(in-

liniied. jiiwerini: Inr v-ic,. fur hi- eai'i -'yuii will l)e a dopiitv

and a minister soiiie day!" (ll,,\v pleasant it is to an ain-
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li'!:"!i> man In hii\c >ii(li uiiiil- a- ihr-r iiiiM'iiiiii'. il ii: 111- car

1. .1 jirrliy \\ninaii uiili a (lianiiiii^- mhci!) "Ah! I kiMW
'

; li.'llrr than \nll kli.iU \n!ir-c||'I !i,iliMll|-i|in will hr iin-

' • -I
1 \ iimI'iiI Id \uii in \iMir larni'-. Iir ul|| de ihi' work

>\ [r Mill arc at ihi' ('haniln-r. Ami wliilc mhi arc dt't'aniin'

* 'akiiii!' niliii-. I wani liahiinnlin tn hi' a >tali'-riiiinciilor an.i

'

il I |(ir-,i:<'nfral. Ilcic wrrr two men uhn niicht he very

-'
,

il III Diic aiioihrr, while llicir iiil(rc.-I> luiihl inArr i-ia>li.

I iniik It into my hiail tn hriii;,' lliciii lipi^dlirr. That i.- a

nan'- part. i> it iint ? ^'nn will Ixitli ;,''ct mi fa-ter as

i . ;;il-. and it i> t line llial ymi holli >li(Hild .-ail jiliead. I liavc

in I my iinat.-," >lic a'ldrd, -milin^' at iiiiii. '\'nn arc not

.1- irahk with nic a- I ai>i with ynii."

•Villi will iKit li,-lcn to inc."' lie returned in a melancholy

i.'ie. in >|Hte (if the >ati-raciion thai her words ,i:a\e tiini in

I';.' ilejiths of ills hcai'l. "W hat ^u'nod will yoiir |ironii>cs of

pi'iiiiot inn do ine if vmi i|i,-mi-s mc here:'"

S!:e turned on iiini with a I' iri^icnnc s <|nickne>s

'llcfore I listen to yon, we niu.-l he in a po-itioii to uiulor-

lic -aid. .\nd ^hc Icl't the elderlv (!ox-.iiid each other.

iMiii am I went to talk to Mine, dc ('licssci, a provincial coiiiit-

I,-.-. who made as thoiiuli ^iic meant to <'t>.

"Slie is no ordinary woman 1" lhoiie|it dcs Lnpcaiilx. "I

:||;! iKif myself when I am with her."'

\nd it is a fact that this reprobate who had kept an opora-

ilirer SI x years aj^o. and since then, thank- to his positi( )ii.

Imi| made a serajrlio of iircltv women for himself anionji tho

)f tl» i\e< oi iiie ciiiDlovcs, am livcil in the world of actresses and
iinialists.—this jaded man id" forty. I repeat, was (lianiiiiig

iili Ct'destiiie all that evciiinj^-. and the very last to leave her

,:|iin.

"At last I" thoiiirlit Mine. Rahonrdiii, as site went to ued.

\l last we shall have the place. Twelve thousand francs a

• ar. hesides extras and the rent of the farm at (irajeiix;

iveiiTv-tive thousand francs alto;i-ethcr. It is not comfort;

ill >till it is not poverty."

Celestine thought of lier dehts till she fell asleep. They

mt
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c^oul.l I... p,u,l oil u> tlir.r vvar. bv pulfnK a.,.1.. six thou.uKl
ram-, a ^..ar. SI,, wa. far fn.,,, una^i.un^. a> sl„. ,„„klal,„unl.n> ,.rn,n„M.,.., „ , ;,rai,i,.,|. ,l,a, >„„u.whrn. ,„ ,l„.

Mara,, a 1M,|.. .l,,vu,.l,, ..|,-.....k,n;,. h,;,.,,..,! 1...,,.,,,,, ,1,;,
l'"d 'Hw, ,.., |,.,„ ,na.al,.,, a u..mau w,th„ut »>ll,a.n,v „r.-nm.rtH.n.. was ilmikin^ „{ r.nym^ tl,.. pla,-,. I.y st„nuAmi ,1 Mrnr Uabuunl.n rnul.l iuu. .hv,, Mm... liamWr >h.:
^^""''' '''^" '1'>|MM.1 luT an.a^^mist; .In- ,i„l ,,,,1 know ,he
[•"^^••' "' i-llmr>.s th. ,H.HiralM,,r inn. „l' ,h,. ^nH. il,a,
l'n>.^'> duun tiR. <.l,„-inv by tra.„,^r , ,,n^r ,„„u.,. t),.. |„,i,

" ","'.''"'"'"''''' '" '"'''""''" n,ak.. „M. nf tb,. mam.
^cop. .,i a l..uuvnbn.k. a MaljM.^bu nr a Ha>,M,l. as llnllmnm
ol kTlmalh-mpi..,) Iu.b.;i|-. lurtbm-mun.. \uu .oubl ma-iufv
'1.1 draw ibr WnMn ibal brou.ubl llolbin.i wilbiu a liii^^T';
bn.Klib nt ..M,,„.iinn by -nawii,- ibnui-b tbc .Ivkcs. nrrbaiw
you mi-bt s(v sunu-lbin- witbin a Imlr n-snnblin-.^ tbc o,,,',;
^'lamrs (.1 Mr^simirs (ii^^^oiumt, Mitral, Hau.lovor, Saillani
""''••"". I^'ll''ix. Trans.,,,, (Ju.lanl a,„l Cumpanv. Th,s,'
buma,, trrc..l„s, at a„y rate, sbowcl wbat tli^v .•..„ld ,|o ,,. th.
"'"'";<•' >''ar oi- tins ni„rt,.,,,lb .v.iturv. a,,.! mow ,s thr
ti>"(. lor .l,.-play,„^r ,i„, „ni,,,j ,^.,.^,,|„_ ^;^ ,,^, ,^^^^^^^^^.^ .^^

^^^^
publR- olbces wbtM-f uio.t of the scvne,, in tiiis history will take

At Paris all public .,m,.tvs arc alike. Xo matter to what
departmct y„„ may betake yourself to ask for the redres. „f
a gnevau.v, or for ibc smalle.-t fav..,-, vou will iiml the sa.ao
gloomy eorrulors, the same dimly-hgbted ba<kwavs the simo
rows oi doors caeh w,th a., emg.i.atieal i„si.rip,-io„, and an
oval, glazed aperture like an eye; and if vou look through
hose windows, you may see fantastic scenes' worthv of Calht
\\ hen you discover the object of your search, vou pass iirst .,f
^"11 through a„ outer room, where the olhce' messenger h1<
mto a secorul. the general ollice: the senior clork-s sanctum
les t,. the nght or left at the further end of it, and either
beyon,!. or up ab.,ve. you lind the room appropriated to the
use o{ the ehiet clerk himself. As for the immense persoua^T
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il the licad of llu- (livi^imi uiidfr ilic Ijnpirc, the ilirwtor

: ihc Iti'stonition, nml llic Uvud dl llif d IV l.-ln|i oiKc liinri.'

.1' .1,1 y, he is liousccl cithrr ii|» alinvc or down lirlow lus two
iiiiir suites of olliccs; liut o((a>ioM,dl\ hi- idoni ins hcyoiul
!i 111' olio of tiif chief (Ink-. A.- a ridr it i- ri'niiirk;il)le for

111 jidsiiiitiiL'f not a litlli' pii/cd in these

(• known a> a '^overn-

iicioiisne.-

iioiieycoiiih ecll- of tlic hi^' hiv

\i

df|iartiiifiil, or a ilirtctor-^^eiierars df|iartiniiil, if liiere

" -aid to he siK li a ihiiiif a- a din'ctor-^ri'iiiT.il.

he iireseiit day aliim-t e\ery d^ |iartiiirnl ha- altsorln-d

h'.-ser adiiiinistialioiL- uhuh iimiI t,, ln' >c|,arali'. |5v

mientration the dirrct ors-L'fiieral lia\i' bei'ii >hoiMi o

ilinr sph'iidor in the shain- of hoii MT\a!il.-, .-|)a(ii>Urf

r^niii-, and litth' coiirlyards. Who wouhl ri'co;.'iii/.r ihi' Coiu-
ii;i-ioner of Woods and Forests, or tlie ('.iinplroUer of K.\-

I .-.•, in a man that conu's to tlie '!'rea-iir\ on fnot and eliinhs

till stairs to a seeond Hoor? (Jiiee these diLniit; irifs Were eoun-
cil'ii-. or minister.-, or peers (d' I'raiier, tlicy wrrc hoii>ed in a

-|i|iiidi(l iiotel ill tlie Hue Sainte-.\\ovc or thf Rue-Saint-
.\u^u>tin. Messieurs l*a.<i(iiiir and Molr, anion!,' othiTs. were

'iittiit with a eoiiiptronfr->reni'ral"s post aft fj- thrv liad lieen

>\]\v>\ thus illustratinjf the remark inadi: !»v ihr Due d'An-
lo i,oiiis XI \'.. "Sir'(', when .lesus (' in ! ( K'd on a Friday,
uas .sure that on Siimhiv Jle >hotihl n.-i' froi II I 111' (h'ad

•iiiptroik-r-geiieralV sphere of activitirs !iad increased

!i! lAiciit wlieii his splendor was ciirtai ('(I. iicriiaiiH

!i:iiiii would have Ijeen d<

no great

)iie; i)Ut iiowadav- it is wilii great
iclll ly that this per.-oiiage iiecoiiies a .Maslir of l{i(j,iests

:lli a paltry twenty th<iiisand francs a year, li e is sutferei

!" rciaiii a synihol of his vanished jiowcr in tlic shape of an
ii-iiiT Ml small clothes, silk stockings, and a cut-awav coat, if,

iinlied, the usher has not latterlv been reformed out of u-vist-

'I'lie staif of an otiice consists, in administrative style, of a
!'—enger, a mimlicr of supernumeraries who work for noth-

j for so many years, and the established clerks; to wit, the

rs or copyiug-clerks, the draughting-clerk-s and first orV. ":l(



2i'o Tin: <.o\ i;i;\\ii;m <i.i:iiks

•\ 'hr,.,.„ u u.ih .,„M|.n>,> lun ,„ ,1 .,,,, „„i,.,.,
,
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;|"- ;"i'>- r-.M. ,„h,,l
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M'.,.'.r. „ ,.|,.,1 lik.'lh.. ,,.-s„., ,1,.. u;,IN:,n. ,.,.,.,v,lu„l, ,
'''';•;''' i'''!'"'-- 'I'" I'M-niiur,. ..,,„H>i- nf ., Mnv,. a |,,. 1,., i

'"''''••'" '"'-'•""I.hhI |..n-, unh M,n,lr\ h.nv l„,„ h.^f,,,",

,'

';:'""';""'^" '' ""• i'"''i- n-t '1....... .n,.,,,!.,,..,. ,i,„,..

'"'"'
"" ''

'"' '-' ^""""'"-. iM .nl.lin,,,,. il„.,v ,-;,

"""'"" ''-"'"-l'-^l'"'i.M'.n-,H„.n,. U |„„,1 ...,;. ^,J
;'";; ^i""'!'";"-; '';l""'i''l'l^i..-. !.!.. ,n,,l„„;„,v,. npl,.,.,.!-

;'";'""• "•;' ;"!-' 'i'r.n-t.n,.,,,.,! In,nn.> a,v .,,|,n.,,n,.,„.,i
';;''"•" ';'";''''•' --""""-1^ '"-'I--,,,,,. Tl„.i.„.J
"''""'-

'"I'l' -'I ui-lia ^'ov.M)H.,,i,„. , .„„.,•> ,h,., .|,n„n..-"'""'"-•" "'"'' '"'I'l-'.- ... I.,.:, ,1,,,.. Ti„. u,.,|l-|M,.,.r ,«
N^'^ilK Mhnn ,.v,.„,„.|,,„,,, TU. uUU: ,n- „n>Uu-k\ 1

•^

'''••'V
.""'"-"^ "'^'> '" I"-" V ar,„r,.l,.lv ,:„„..,] In In.

Mnnn,.,;,,, n.uA.n, luu.rlL A .lullv .,I,J..,, .,11 1.,.. .
'^""' "' "'""''" '"'"•'•-l; llu' nun nf iHlM.n.-.iMunnn.. t,n,-
IKTarn,.,,,

,. ,.„„.,.nt uul, . .,,;,u ,„a, : ,1,,. lvm,.i,at,.. man
''<'liv... n,h.aru| ,|,,n,.lil. ,.,,..,, .lnur>.uro,|,,.r..au..> or,
'•'" '" 'ii-"'n,p,.ral,i,v. u,l! n,InM„.|, lm„-,.ir l„.!,i„,l ..^ |„,|,.

"''ulnl'
'"'"''"'''''^'--'''"'•—

•^p!'^a^l..,n.ul„.n

-Iht ;:,.„• uMh,. ..ran an. k,.|„. Tl„. .lumn.v-,.,;.,... i. al„M-.
^'I«;',^s ,,a,|,.. ui,l, ua„.,-l,„nl,.. and da-... an.l i!„. yr-''"nsn M„„,.h,.„n-:a lam,. ,nay 1,.. f.nnul ,n sn,„,.

, lark ,,.,-
n.Ts. I

".I.,..r,,|,l„.a-~i-,anr,san,.tnmns„allvstam!>aiar.
- llmt thai ,..M|l,.nan niav k..,.,, an ,.v. nn ,!,.. .r,.„,.,.al otlU
pn'v,.„n„„,n„rlMalk.an.|,o„u.nul

t,. n.nlVr u'ith the' cWk^
111 LTi'al i-iiiiTi;cn(i,'~.

V"u 'MM ,,.11 ,lu. ,,„aM.y uf ,Ia. ollinal a. a pi,,,-!, lV„m
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till- tuniituri' In- [pi.rii. I

.! "! ("iiir,.,! Miiir.

lulaiii- \,ir\, -diiir jirr uf
"IIM' HIT (Olhin. -nlii,. .|||^

; ill,. , li.ii,

( ni'[r\ -«• IT lli.llhi^r,!,,,,
_ ;|,,,| ,, (..^ .,,.,j,

'! i-ii-liiMii,..l u 111: I, :i|||rr; llir \vall-|.;i|

''•'"• ''"I 1" uii.it'M r li'iMrtiii.Mit till- kiii.l of nublu

I'll. "I' iqiliul-

M r- life lllMlC

I'l^pirly mix iIumk r lu h. ii'illiiii;,'' can I'mk nntn
1 ll'jr, \V lull ri'li|il\ III I rum ii~ -inroiiiiilii

!; • "I' fiiMiitinv tliai li,i> -. cii -o I

II!' !il ami I- 'iiir ilii.Mi-li ,,, iiiiiil

nam rliaii;

I'.'-. I liaii a (iilli

>r iTiiMTii

I riai;j:!i livalnirnl. Of all
r'inu\al- 111 I'an,-. ihr nu-ratiMn ,,|-

,, |,,iMir ,.i:i,,. is ihr nu.-t
'|llr lit Ulllii'--. 'I'l f L.'r!llll- I. Ii'lliriaiiii, that lii''li

-I i.f ll 11' iin[in-.-ii.|r. I Mill, I II,, I invent aiiMliniL' in niv
**-""-"'i'- '"^ '• niiacdMiMlal.Ic cliaii;.'!' i- u rnimrhi m ii,,.

li.iM.I-cart,-. 'I'll,, vawnin;,' |.a>tflM.anl ciim- h'asr a track u|"

Hi-i a

''. air.

Ii'ii^' the Mircl : ilif tal.li- ap
Tl

liar « nil thi'ir ca-i in- III

-had.

HTc i> M.nii'lhiiiL,' ili-inaMii;: in thf a-; d I <>( lin

i.iiii-liai-kjc ariiicliair> and iiir Tualih i.dil

till- .nlininislraiinn <>{ France j-

niiiiiiil- vuii (iT a Iiirii'iut of ili

"Ii!''!'- (if the >I(ick-iii-traiie (,{

ar uitli utiicli

carried mi. In xnne wavs it

i-k

tu y letteriiiLi- which trmil

e |)ru|ieriie-; ol' a thcaliv, in

an aciDhal. V.m-w sd, uimhi
Villi may helinld trace.- n|' inteliipMit |iiir[io,- C III

!»'> ymir iiiia^inatinn. after
ui.iit nf iimM thin;:- <if uliich ymi caniint discern the end.

\d la-tlv. the^.(' 11 :eii-ils frmii the adniiin-trat ive kit

" "Id. SI) hattered. -,, fadid, that the dirtiest arniv -.f

pan- uiiuld he an inliniiely ninre plea-iiiLr -pcctiich

clicii art!

pi't.-

ti>reii:n and provincial readers would i

d' the inner life of a pnhlie ,,|Viee ai I'

mianliere - divi-ion,-nllice to dcserihe M . de |;i |

'I charactcri-lic- arc coiimi,,!!, n,, donhi. t,

hiiiiii-traiions.

i ir-t and forenio<t. picture, to -nit

orni an accurate

!iri>. it may, per-

for its

iiiropeaii

III- set forth in lar^rc t\pe in the .1

vonr fancy, the per.^on-

iinimirr

Mi: .!) oi- Tin; Division : M. 1,.
j

||Hi!i: (.\thana-^e .I,.aii |m- IIICO!

-I of the I)

>aron i- l.-iinet de la lUi.

Michel ). forinerlv (Jrand
cp.irtmcnt of tlic ( 'oriv/e ; (lentlernan in Or-

H[k
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dinary of tlie ChaiubcT; .Master of Kei|iR'sts Extraordinary,

I'residcnt of the Electoral College of the Departnieiit of the

Dordogiie, otlicer of the Legion cf Honor; t'hevalier of St.

Louis, and of the foreign orders of Christ, of Isabella, of St.

Vladimir, ete., et". ; Mi^niber nf the Acadeniie of Gers and of

many other learned ^oeieties, X'iee-l'resident of tlio Soeieu;

des iionnes-Leltr •.- ; Meinlier of the As.-^oeiation of St. Joseph,

and of the Prisoners" Aid Society ; one of the Mayors of Paris,

and M> forth, and so forth."

Tlie man that took np so much space In print was occupy-

ing at tliat moment some live feet and a half by two feet six

inches on the bed wiiereon he lay, his head achtrned witii a

cotton niglitcaj) tied with llame-colored ribbons; with '

'ts-

l)Ifin, the King's surgeon, and young Dr. Bianchon to visit

him, and two elderly kinswomen t(j mount guard over him

on either side; a h(»st of phials, Ijandages, syringes, and otiier

instruments (d" death encompassing him ab<nit, and tli' r-mv

of Saint-Mocii ever on the watch to insinuate a word or two

as to tlie salvation of his soul.

I'lvery morning liis son IScnjamin de la Billardiero wouhl

meet tlie two doctors with the I'ornuda, "Ho you think that 1

shall be so fortunate as to kee]> my father?"' It was only tiiat

very thiy that, liy a slip of the tongue, he had brought out the

"word "unfurtuuate"" instead.

La liillariliere"s division was situated below the latitude

of the attics by sexcnty-oiic degrees (d' longitude, measureil

by the steps of tin- slaircaM'. in the d<'partmental ocean of a

great and imposing ])ile of imildings. It lay on the north-

cast side of a courtyard, a space formerly taken up by the

stables, and now oeeu])ied by Clergeot's division. The twu

distinct sets of ollices were dividc'd by the breadth of the stair-

head. .Ml the doi>rs were labeled along a spacicnis corridor

illununated In borrowed lights. The ollices and ante-chani-

hers beloiiging to the two chief clerks, Messrs. Rabourdiii

and Haudoyer, were below on the second iloor; and M. de la

Billardiere"s ai.te-elnunber, sitting-room, and two jirivate

ofllces lav innnediatelv bevond .\I. IJabourdin's rooms.
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Tlio first floor was diviili

\\. ICnu'st dv la Uricre w
(1 in two by an fiitrcsol, and liere

as fstal)li>lu'd. M. Knifst dc la

;ii,rc was an occu Itllower which nai bf (IcM-nhcd m a ffVV

n Is f(ir lif certainly deserves a parenthetic mention. >>o

- as the Minister was in oHie(

,.ite secretarv. For wliieli reason his room oommunie
tins vounji; man was lus

ated

I'cret door wi ih His KxeelleiHV s sanetu m. I lis Kxeol-

m \-
one o f tl

be it said, had two private cabinets:

\\h\g with the stale apartments in wlueli lie

lese was

received

rsonatres in the
, and here he cont'erri'd with <,n-eat

]

'of his secretary; the other was the study in whieii lie

to work with iiis private secretary and without wit-

Now a private secretary is to a sin<,dt minister what

JIIK aulx was to a wliole rovernment. I'.etween younj,'

riere and des Lujieaulx tliere was iu>t llie ditl'ereiice that

i;ll'a

:\ate

and

tc.- tlie aide de camp from the chief of the staff. Th

^ecreta^v is a ministers ap])rentice lie takes liinise f

reappears with his patron If the minister is still m
f he has lio]ies when he <;oes out of ollice, he takes

,.>• „;ti> i.ini ,iiil\- tn lirinir liitii hack aL^ain. If it is

or 1

retarv wi !i him, oiilv to briii^' him back again

'i .rwise, he puts his protnjc <out to gra? ome adminis-

:il ive la si 11 re—

m

v]rv where secretaries wai

tlie Audit l)epartm"nt, for examjile, that

I till the slorm ]»asses over. .\

;nif "entleman in this i)osition is not precisely a statesman ;

is a man of politic; sometimes, too, he re])resen ts th

I tics ( )f a man. When vou come

!iiTs which he inu;

• "r occujiations, i^

to think of the (luantitv of

f hi

'id l)e extremely ex]

t open and read, to say nothing of his

it not evident that such a commodity

lensive under an absolute monarchy ?

\! I'aris a victim < f tliis sort can be had for an annual sum

.nvin": from ten to twen

has the benefit of the ministers cam;
tv tliousiind francs; b\it the young

lires, boxes at the

lire, and invitations. 'i'hc !•: inperor o f IJussia would 1)'

d to •'ive liftv thousand francs a year for such a mar-

luslv groome( 1 and carefuUv curled Constitutional i)ooai(.dh.

; sue

le anima

h a <i-nod truard ; such an amiable, sweet -temt>er."

1 ; so fond and—faithful ! Hut, ala^ ! the private
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secret.-iry is not to lie ^m'u\mi. {''hiikI, ili,-( overed. m- develn'i.il

aiiywlierc mivc in the liuiln'ils nt' a rrjire-i'UlatiM' .^nverniin nt.

I'ndcr an al).--nlnli' ninnarcli \nn lan nnlv lia\e cdurticrs and

ser\ iidi's ; wlici-eas with a Charter, tVcr men will mtvc vmii,

and Hatter yim, and law n lijiun yon. Where fore inini>1er> in

France ai'c nmre I'orliinate than women oi' ci'ouncd kin;:^;

they have somi-hody to iinder-tand them. l'erha|»s, at iIkj

same time. ]n'i\ale scci'etarie.- are a~ much to he pitied a-

women or while paper

—

they mn^t take all that is put ii|i<in

lliem. lake a virtuous uit'e. a private ^eereta?'y is hound to

display his talents in ]ii'ivate only, and for his minister. If

lie cxluhils hi> ahililies in p\dilic, he is laiined. 'I'liend'ore a

j)i'i\ate seeretai'y is a friend uiven hy the (iovernment. But to

return to oni' (iovernment otllees.

Three oliiee-niessenucrs li\ed in harmony in la Rillar-

diei'c's division, to wit, one m<'-senLCer for the two oHiees:

another shared hy the two chief < lerks ; and a third f.u' thi'

head of the division e\elusi\(dy. Ail three wer(> clollieil ar.i!

warmed at the public expense; all three wore tlie same well-

known li\cry~royal blue with a scarlet pipinix f'>r an undress

uniform, and a wide red-white-and-hlue iraloon for state occa-

yjons. l.a Hillariliere"s man had heeii put into an usher's uni-

form. 'I'lie seeretary-ucnei'al, willin;^ to tlaltii' the sidf-lnve

of a minister's cousin. permitted an encroaehmeiit wliich re-

llccted .i:lory upon the administration. The-e three mcsseii-

<rcrs were veritable |iillars of the department, and experts in

bureaucratic cu-toms. 'I'hey wanted for nothinji: they were

well warmed and (lotlied at the expen-e of the State; and

well-to-(h). because they wei'e frui^al. 'i'hev probed every man

in tile department to the (piiek ; for the one intere-I in llieir

lives consisted in waichin,ir the (derks and studyinir their hob-

bies. Wherefore they knew exactly how far it was safe to

p) in the matter of loans, performing'' their eonimissions with

the 111 most discretion, underta!<iim' ei'rands to the pawnbroker,

huyiiiir jiawn-tickets, leiidiiiu- money without interest. No

one. however, iiorrowed any sum however trillin,<r witlinut triv-

in;: a eratnity; and as the loans were usually very small, the

practice was eijuivalcnt to the payment of a nsuri<>us interest.
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I'hc tlirw iiiastc

ir.iiio

ilcs< x'l-vaiits had a salarv of nine lumdrcd

1 llNew Year's lips and |)cniiii>it('s raJMHl llic inctmii

luclvi' lniiidr( .! ; and llicv wviv in a position to make almost

nine ai:ain oni ot ilif cli i-ks; for all t If hrcal 'asts of

akfastcd passed llirou;rli their liands. In some

menl oHiees tlie doorkeeiier actually provides the

ikra>ts. 'IMie doorket'jKT"s place in the finance department

ili"-e uho hrc

( ..Arl'II

d l> CM worth something like four thousaml francs to fat

d Inn llier iiior, \vho>e son was iio\^' a clerk in la Bi

iidiere s division.

li'ce ^ll

Sometimes attendants feel a tive-franc

l)ped into the i)alm of their ri^dit hands if a petitioner

rence which they take with rare im-

v-iliilitv. 'I'lie seniors oiilv wear their uniform when on
in a hurrv, an occui

Ilif' and j;o out in plain dothes.

The messenirer of the «'-eneral ollice was tlie Ix'st olT, for li

I M iloilcd the stall' of clerl 1 e was a thick-set corpulent

man I d" sixtv. with hrislliii''- white hair, an apo|)lei tie neck.

mmon pim|tled countenance, gray eyes, and a mouth liki

-tove-door : here you iiave a sk

II .-.-eiiirer in the deiiartment

etcli of Antoine, the oldest

Antoine had sent for his

rr|,lu'ws from Kchelles in Savoy, and found places for them;

Laurent with the chief clerks, (iabriel with the head of the

.ii\i-^ion. The two Savoyard- v>ere dressed like their uncle,

n hroadcloth. As to ap[)eai'ance, they were simi)!y ordinary

- rvants in uniform. At night they took checks at a suhsi-

lived theatre (la Bilhirdiere had ol)tained the phicos for

liicm). Both had married skilled lace-cleaners, who also un-

I'u rtook fine darning and repairs of cashmere shawls. As the

'iiirle was a hachelor, the wlnde family lived together, and

ivcd very much more coinfortahly than most chief clerks,

fiahricl and Laurent, having only been a matter of ten years

ill the service, had not vet learned to look down upon the

"vernnunt costume ; thev went abroad in uniform, prmid as

.I'amatic authors after a success from a pecuniary point of

' '-A-w. The unc!e. v.hom they took for a very acute person,

aiul MTVed with 1,'ind devotion, gradually initiated them into

iiie mysteries of the craft.

15

Wim
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The tlirt'f had just opfiu'd the oilices. Hetwccn seven and

eight they used to sweep out tlie otliees, rea ' the newspapers,

or diseu>s the ]iolities of tlie division with ot. er porters, after

tile manner of tlieir kind, witli due exehange of iiiforniation.

Modern doniestie servants are perfectly accjua ted with tlie

atlairs of the family ; and the servants of the department, like

spiders in the middle <d' a weh, could feel the slightest dis-

,

turl)an(e in any part of it.

it was a 'riuii'.-day morning, the day after the ^linister's re-

ception anil Mine. l{aliouidin"s At Home. I'nele Antoiiie,

with the assistance of his nephews, was .-liaving in tlie ante-

chamher on the second floor, when the arrival of one of the

clerk> look them all liy surprise.

"Thai is .M. I»iil(i(ij." remarked Antoine; "I know him by

the way he comes sneaking in. He always goes about as if he

were >kating, he docs, lie (Imps down upon you before ymi

can tell wliicli way he caiiif. Yesterday, he was the last to

leave the dtlice, a thing that hasn"t haj)peiied three times since

he has been here."

.\ man of tl'.irty-eight. with a long visage of a bilious hue,

aiid close-cropped woolly gray hair; a low forehead, thick

eyebrows that met in the middle, a crooked nose, compressed

lips, light green eyes that never looked you in the face; a tall

figure, one shoulder slightly larger than the other; a brown

coat, black waistcoat, a silk handkerchief round the throat.

buff trousers, black woolen stockings, and shoes with mud-

bedraggled laces,—here yon have .M. Dutocq. senior clerk in

Kabourd ill's otlice. l)utoci| was incompetent and indolent.

He detested his chief. Xothing could be more natural. Ka-

l.ourdin had no weakness to tlatter. no vice to which Dutocii

could jiander. The chief was far too high-minded to injure

a subordinate; but, at the same time, he was too clear-sighted

to be duped by appearances. I)utoc(j only remained on suf-

ferance, through Kabourdin's generosity; there was no pros-

pect of advancement nnless there was a change of cliiri'.

Dutocq was well aware that lu' himself was not fit to fil

hi 'Tlie r post, but he knew enough of (ioverninent offices to

dhne
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iln-.-tiind that iiuoiiiia'tciuc ilocs not pn'vi'iit a man from

\iii<' his t^igiiatiirc to tlR' worl others, lie uouhl iret

if the (litliriiltv liv I'milin",' a Haliourditi aiiion.i,' the

ihiiii'MitmK <-'le

-in kin; an

rk,-

d d

alor

isastrouj

lillardiere uroniotion liail hrm
iliiect h'ssoii to tlie depart inent.

Spile when coniliiiied with .-elf-interest is- a very fair suhsti-

titf for iiitellifience; and Dutocq was very spiteful, and very

n;;irli htnt on his own inlert' -ts. Wherefore he had set him-

W to eonsoli(hite his ])()sition hy taking,' the odiee of spy upon

iii-elf. After IHIG he heeanie a bi<?<)t of the deepest dye

oresaw that pe r.son? then indiscriniinatelv lalieled

-.IfMiits," hy fools that knew no hetter, would shortly be in

liv.ir. He belonged to the C'on^rtVatio;., thov.jih he was not

r cireles. He went from otliee to otiice,
;iil!ii itted to its innc

iinded consciences with coarse jokes, and returned to jjara-

•reports" for des Lupeaulx's benefit. Dcs LjliraM' hi-

;

'auK wa;

(IP ; and. i

kept informed in this way of everythiiifr that went

iideed, the serretarv-fjeneral's profound knowledj^e

1 I he ins an

liiiliicii in ^o(

d outf )f alfairs often astonislied the Minister.

)d earnest was th(> iionneau of a yiolitical Bon-

I'aii he was intri'mi nir for the honor of takin;,^ dos I lU-

•aulx

I'll an c

secret niessai^'es. and des Lupeaulx tolerated the un-

time make him

f^reat person out
reature, thiiikin.LC that lie mi.^'ht some

;onKwere it only to gel hn iisi If or

• ': a scrai)e t)y some shameful marriage. On some such good

filune indeed Dutocii was reckoning, for ho remained a

ii i hejor. The pair understood one another. Dutocq had suc-

cvilfd M. I'oiret senior, who retired to a boarding-lionse, and

\v,w jiut on a pension in ISl J, at wliich time there had lieen

.1 irrand general reform of the stalf. Dutocq lived on a lifth

t! "ir. in a lumsc with a jiassage entry in the Rue Saint I.ouih

Siint Honore. As an enthusia.-tic amateur of old prints, it

\\:!s his ambition to possess complete collections of the works

i

' b'embrandt, Charlet. Sylvestre. Audran. ('allot. Albrechl

I'lrer. and others; and, like most collectors who live hy

'
< luselves. he aspired to pick these things np cheaply. r)u-

I'M ,| took his meals in a boarding-house in the Hae de Beaunt,
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and spent his evciiiiij,'^ at t!n' Palais U'oyal. Siiiiictinics lie

went \i) llir play, tlianks to d i Bnicl. who uoiilil ;.''V(' him an

authm's ticket every week. A wdril a- to dii Briiel.

Du liniel came to the olliee >imply for ihe >ake of drawing;

his salary and helievin^' and -ayinu' 'hat he was the riiirf

clerk'- a^^i.-Ian^ ; hut Sebastien did his work, as lias iiccn

M'eii. and riceived a very inadeijiiate return for it. Du iirr.cl

did llie minor theatres for a ministerial paper, for which he

also wrote arlicles to order. His po-ition was known, de-

iined. and unas>ailal)le. .Nor did In- fail in any <>( tlie little

diph)matic shifts that j^ain a man the goodwill of his fellow

ereature-. He always oll'ercd Mme. Rahourdin a box on a

(ir;'t ni;,dil. for instance, and called for her and took lior

back in a carriage, an attention (d" w liich she was very sensible.

Kahoiirdin was very easy with hi> subordiiuites, very little

i^nven to toriiientin;: them; >o \\c allowed du llrnel to attend

rehearsals and to eoine and .u'o am! work at his vaudeville;;

]irettv much as he please(h M. Ic Due de Chaulieu was aware

that (111 iJriiel was wrilin.ir a novel, and meant to dedicate the

book to him. i)ii liruel accordingly dressed as carelessly

as a vaudevilliste : in the morning:' he appeared in footed

trousers and thin-soled shoes, a superannuated waistcoat, a

frreeiiish black ^q-eatcoat and a black cravat, but at ni^^ht he

was fasbionaiily arrayed, for he aimed at beiiiLT a <reiitleman.

Du Hruel lived, for siillicieiit reasons, with Florine. the

actress for ulioni he wrote jiarts; and Florine at that time

lod^^'d with Tullia. a dancer more remarkable for iieauty than

for talent. This arran,uH'ment permitted liini to se(> a f^ood

deal of I ho Due dc lihetoiv. oldest >oii of the Due de Chau-

lieu. a favorite with the Kinjj. The Due de Chaulieu h;id

obtained the Cross of the Letrion of Jlonor for du Bruel after

his eleventh play on a topic' of the hour. Dii Hruel—or de

Cursv. if voii jirefer it—was at work at the moment on a

drama in live acts for the I'"ran(ais. Srba^tieii had a strong'

likinjr fur the assistant, who sometimes irave him an ord'T

for the pit. Dii I>rnel i\>i'>] to point out anv doiil)tful passai'''-;

beforehand, and Sebastien, with the sineerity of youth, would
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,i|i|)iaii(l witli 'ill liis mi^^ht ; lie rf^iiinlcd dii Bnicl as a f^rcat

n ,111 .pf letters. ()iie( it liaitpeiied tliat a vaudeville written,

11- ii-iial, with two lollaiii'i'ators had been lli^sod in several

The pu'hlie lliid out tlie parts written in eoljahoration,"

-j , r.iuel remarked next ilay to Sel)astien.

\\ liy don't voii write it all vourM'lf?" Si'^hastieii answered

ii 'lie siniplicity of Ids heart.

Thrre were excellent reasons whv dn Brnel should not write

I'lr whole hiniseli'. lie was the third part (d" a dramatic

,,iiilior. Few people are aware that a dramatic author is a

miiipusite l)einf(. I'"ir,-t. tiiere is the Man i>{ Idra>; it is his

liitv to iind the subject and construct the framework or

-. .iiarin of the vaudeville; the I'lodder works out the dia-

|..-iie. while the Man of Details sets the couplets to music,

.inaiiufs the choruses and the accompaiiimtMits. and "(rafts

li,i- -o!ii,r-, into ili(. plot. The same |)ersona,i;'e also looks aftiT

ilif piactical a^jiects of the play; he sees after the drawing

i;!i of the phicards, and never leaves the nuinager until he

i),i- definitely .^eciiri'd the representation of a piece written

!. i!ie three partners for the followin.i,^ day.

I'll liruel. a iiorn plodder, was in the habit ()f readinir new

iiiH.k- at the ollici'. and pii-king out the clever biL>; he made

:i mile (d' these, ami embroidered his dialogues with tiu'n'.

I ;ii-v (that was his iittm dr ijni rn) was held in esteem l>y h s

r 'ihdiorators on account of his impeccable accuracy; the Ma'i

.
; Mras coidd feel sun' that Cursy woidd comprehend hiiii,

1 miirht fold his arms, llis pojiularity amontr the clerk^^

:;- >utli<-ient to bring them out in a bodv to applauil hi^

lirci-. for he had the reputation (d' a "good fel'ow." and he

-. rved it. lie was free-handed; it was never very ditlicult

- -I ii'w a l)Owl of punch or ices out of him. and he would lend

id'iv francs and lu'ver ask for the money. Du Urnel wa< a

I I. ill ..f regular habits; he had a house in the country at

Aiiliiav. ami found investmeuts for his money. Besides his

-.i.irv of four thousand five hundreil francs, he had a jicn^ioii

- iwclve hundred frum the civil list, and eight hundred

-.4

i
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frail.-.- oiil of tlif liuiidrctl lli<iii>iiml < rowns voted l)y tlic

CIuuhImi- for tlio t luourii.iXi'iiiciil of llic arts. Add to tlic-u

viirioii- -oiinr- of iiicoiiic -omc nine tliou>and francs l)rou;,'lii

in h\ I lie "ihin^." ••fourtli-."" and "lialv.-" of vaiidi'villr- at

ihnc ditrcniil tlicatri's, and voii will iindi'r.-tand at once lliil

du r.rn.l was l.i'oail, roUmd. ami fat. and looked like a man

of -uli.-iance. A> to lu- morale, lie was 'rulliii's lover; and, as

iiMial. Iirlieved tiial he wa- preferred lo her proteclor, lln'

hrillninl Due de Uhetore.

Dutoe.i heheld, not without dismay, the linl.'Oiii (a- he calleil

it) helweeii de.- iai|)eaul\ and Mine. Kahourdin. His siiiolli-

I'lvd fiirv was incivase.l. What wa> more, his ]ir\-in,i: eyt-

could not fail to detect that l^ahoiirdin wa^ throwing' hiin-elf

into some ;.M'eat work out>ide hi- ollicial duties, and lie dc-

spaired of lindin.L: out anything' ahout it, whereas little Sehas-

tieii was either wholly or partly in tlii' secret. Ihitocii liiid

tried succe.->fiilly to make an ally of M. (iodard, Baiuloyer's

assistant, du BrueFs colleaj.Mie: tlii' hi^di esteem in wliich iHi-

toc(| held r.audoyer liad led to an aci|Uaiiitance. Not that

l>iitoei| wa> sincere; hut hy cryin.i: up liaudoyer ami sayitij;

nollmi^'of Kahourdin he sitisfled his s|deen, after tlie fa-lmm

<d' Jieily minds.

doseph (Iodard was MitraKs cousin hy the motlier's side.

His relation-hip to I'.aiidoyer, therefore, was distant enoiiL'h,

hut he had founded hopes upon it; he meant to marry Mile.

I'audoyer, and conse(|Uently Isidore was a hrilliant fxenius in

his eves, lie ])rofe.-i'd a hi.L'h respect for l-'dizaheth and Mine.

Saillard. failiii.e; to perceive that Mine. i'.audoy«T was ".-ini-

merin.L'"" l-'alleix for her dautrhter ; and he used to hrin<r little

presents for Mile. r>audi>yer

—

artilicial llower>, sujxar-plinns

on New Yt>ar"s l»ay. and jirctty ho.xcs on her hirthday.

(iodanl wa.- a man id" -i\-and-t wenty. a dull plodder, well-

conducteil as a youn;,' lady, humdrum and apathetic. Cafes,

cii'ars, and horse exercise he held in ahhorreiice ; he went t'l

bed rc^LMilarly at ten, and rose at seven. \\\< various social

talents hroiiLrht liim into hiiih favor with the Saillards and

l}audoyer>; he could play dance music on ihe ihigeolet ; and iu
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111. N'iitional tiiiiird lie tixik ii life in tin- liaml l. 1 IUJ,'llt-

llc lul-
iii\. Natiinil hi,-lnn wiis (IndardV ^iniinl liMhbs.

,!,,] iiniicfiil.- and >hclls; lu' cuiild .-lulV l.:rd-: In,- rooms

,iichou,-i'S of (urio.-itics |M(krd up i"r >iiialt >nni>; lie

dfis (d' iiiiliici- in (Mik. \aniius [letn-
arrr w

!ki(1 l.iiidM'aiif-sloni's. ni

jfcts from the sprinj.^^ of Sain I Alls re al (UTinnnt

. \ii\. r-iw). and tlif like tiodani u-.'d lo Iniy n|) ^ccnt-

i.:-:iir- to hold his >|KTimfii^ of l.aryta, liis Mili)hati'>, ^alts.

ii,.,-iir.Ma, coral, and the likr. lie kijit colltrtions of l.uttcr-

l!ir- m frames; he coMTcd the walU with dric(| li>h--kins and

1 siii'C iimlir('lla>.

(,udard lived with his si.-ter, a tlowir-makcr in ihc Rur <lo

!,'!, hrlieii. Kilt thonjrh this model vonn^' man was much ad-

Iliired I) V mothers of dau'rhtt it is a fact that he was held

m muchContempt hy hi^ sister's work-^'irls, and more parlicu-

luiv hv tlie you n,<r lady at the de.-k, who had jon-r hoped to

iiuaiiule him. He was thin and >lim, and of avera^^^ hei^^lit

;

tlirre were dark circle:= ahout his eyes; his heard was scanty;

],]< lireath wa> had (according' to Hixioii). .losejih (iiuhird

!'"ik little pains with him

t^.UMTS were lar'fe and l)a,L:,i;'v ; lie wo
Ins cioiiics ( id not lit liim. his

re white ^toekimr^ (ill

vear rouiK 1, a naridw-rimmeil hat. and laced sin At

t!ic otlice he sat in a cane chair ith the seat hrokeii throu.i^h.

I'.nd a round leather ciisliion on the top of it. lie com[)laineil

;i L'owd deal of indifiestion. His principal failini: wa-^ a ten-

li' !irv to propo>e picnics and Sunday excursions in the sum-

!;..r to M(mtmoreiicy, or a walk to a dairy on the Boulevard

M'liit rariuisse.

A Tier the acquaintance hetween Hulocii and (iodard had

1 !-ird for some >ix nK.ntliN l)uloe,| he-an to «•) now and a^'ain

!. Mile, (lodard's, ho])iii<; to do a jiiece of business in tho

.; si-e, or to di>cover some feminine treasure.

And so it came to pass that in Dutocii and Codard Bau-

: . r had two men to sing his praises in tlie otlice. M. Sail-

i was incajiable of discoverimr Dutoccfs real character;

- M'liines he Adiild droj) in to s!)eak to him at his desk.

ing la P.i!lardiere, one of Baudoyer's supornumorarios, be-
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*»j^»> 'ini; <;o\ i;i{.\.Mi;.\i ci. kicks

l(>ii;,'('(I \i> till- -ii. (Iivcnr nifii l;iu;.'lii(| nnt a little ai the

alliaiirr cif (imlaKl. l»iiliMi|. and llauduMT. Himhii tliililiid

it /(/ 'rriiiih- siiiis I'.sjiril, anil cliri.-tciird littlr la liillarilicrp

"thr I'a.M hal Lain!.."

'^ Mil air ii|i rally, " >aiil Aiitoiiic. u illi a laij;:li. as I»iiIimi|

cariii' III.

"Aiiii a- fiif Mill, Aiiloinc." i-t'tiinii il I)iitiMi|. "it i> |iliiin

that the nru ,-|ia|Mi'> >niiit'l iiiic> ciiiin' licri'ic \iui '^\\v tliriii tiut

to 11^.'"

"It lia|i)iiii~ -n ti-(lay."" said Atitninc, iiu* a uliif di.-cnii-

crrti'd : "ilitv ncsci' (oinc in at llu' same titiic I'nr two davH

lofictlnr."

'I'lu' ncplit'u^ Iiidkrd t'ui'ti\ily at one aiinthcr. as if to .-;iv

adiiiiriiiiiiy, "What a cimiI hand I"

"lie hriii;:,- iiic 111 two sun,-. (Ill his hn'akfa>ts,"' imittind

Antninc as I)ntMci| «.hut the dnrir. "l,ut | wmild as soon be

witlioiit it to have him ont of tin' di'|iartnii'nt."

"Ah I yon arc not tin- [\vA to-day, M. Srhasticn,"' he re-

marked, a (piarter of an hour afterwards.

"Who .wr can have eonie?" the pour hoy asked, and his

fact' turned wiiite.

'".M. l)ntoei|," said l-aurent.

\'iri_Mn natures [lov-cs^ an niui>iial de;,'ree of that iiiex-

j)li(alile power of second sii,dit which perhaps depend- upci

an unjaded iiervous .-ysteni, upon the sensihility (d" an er-

iranization that may he called \,rw. Schastien iiad irnes-cd

that l)ut<ic(i hated the ven^ rateil liaiionrdin. So Laurent

had scai'cely pronounced the naiin' hcfore an Ui^lv pri'seiiti-

nient flashed upon the -^U} 'rnumerary.

"I suspected as much," he exclaimed, and he was olT like

an arrow down the corridor.

"There will he a row in the ojliees."" remarked Antoiiie.

shakiii,<f his white head as he put on hi- uniform. "It is ea-v

lo see that ^r. le liaron is jroinj: to his last account. Ves.

Mine. <;ru;:ef, liis nurse, told me that h" would not live the

day out. What a stir there will lie here, lo be sure. Go an.!
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V,.- tl till' >I-'\''- lll-f liUniMIU- ll|.. -nlll.' I'f \'MI. S'lhrr ilrhiiis!

,,i\ ni ilii'iu will cMiiii' lmiil>liiij: 111 ii|.Mii u- in ii miimtr."

-I'll,.
I

• Intl.. \(iiiii;:-l.T u.i» 111 ;i 111!!' tiikinu' 'aIk'H he

|,,.,nl ihiit tli^it .Ir-ml -r n M. l>iiin>.| ua- in Im'Tmit liii.i.

,i;i,l iliiit's II fact," cuiiimciitrd LaiiiTiit.

•U.ll. I fur oiii' liasr l(il<l liiiii ( f'T, afi- r all. nii.> . au't tlo

I,— ihaii I.'ll a ^rnoil liiiU ihc Iriilli. ami what 1 rail a ;:n.Kl

, i, ik 1- a fK'rk irk.- tlii> vouii-M.t. that pay- u|. In- ten francs

-iiarp nil New VcarV l)a\ ). 1 lia\c |..M him. I -av. -'I'lic iimrc

.,,1 <\<K the iiiMiv they will uaiil ;..ii \n d,,. aiul ihcy will Icav.-

\..u uhciv ynii arc!'" r.ut it i- no LTnud. 11.
• will not listm to

!,,.. 11.' kills hiiiiM'lf with Mn|i|Mn,Lr nil liv.- o'clock, an Imiir

,,lt.r .•vcrvh.Klv v\>v" (Ant.niif ^hrll,L^i:..l !iis sh.nildcrs).

•\il iK.iiM'ns.'- that".- nut the way In ;;.'t ..ii !
.\iid here's

|,|.,„,f of it—iinthin- has hcii sai.l y.'t of takiiiL' .>ii tlu' ixmr

l,..v as an .-tahli-lied I'lerk. and an exc-'llent one he would

make. .\fl.T two year- i"-' It sets your ha. k up, upon my

•...rd!"

-.M. Kal>.)iirdin has a liking' for M. Srhastieii." .-aid

rent.

•Hut M. Kahouniin is not a mini-t.T,'" retorte.l .\nt.>ii..'.

Ii will be a hot .hiy when h.- is a minist.T : tli.' fowls will

,ut ih.'ir te.'th. Ue'is mu.li too— nev.M- niin.l what: Wh.Mi

I ihink that 1 take round the inuster-nill of salaries, to be re-

,,ipted l)v liumhuL's that stop away ami .lo wh.it th.'V pleaic.

uhil.- little la Roche is workin^' himself to dcatli. 1
wonder

v.Iirther <;.»! ;:i\''s a thon.u'lil to (iov.rnm. nt oHiccs. .\nd as

)•„. these pets ..f M. le Man'chal and M. le l>u.-. what do tli.'V

_,i\,, year—Tliev ///'//(/,• y.m" (.\ntoine madr a patronizin,^

;..»]).' •• 'Thank's, my .l.'ar .\nt..ine."— .\ i^ack of do-n<->thinu's;

!.i them work, or they will hrin^' on anoth.'r IJ.'volution !

Vnu >]ioulil have seen wli.'ther they came it over us like this

i!i M. K'ohert l.iii.let's time: f.n-. such as yon .-ee m.'. I came

I- this sho]) under M. Hohert Lin.ld. Th.,' clerks u-.'d to w..rk

•Iienho wasliere! You outrht to have -«nn those .|uill-driv.rs

ratcliin-i awav till mi.lni^dit. all the stoves .irone out. and

ohodv so mucii as noticing it : but for one thiii,<.'. the guillo-
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tiiif ua.- thcrr till.; ;iiul no ii.vil iu siv. il \\.i> a v.rv (iitT.T.'ni
tiling' fiuin Miii|il\ lakiri;,' dnuti liicn- n.iiiii« a- vw d,, ,„,«
\\ llrli I hey i iiliic laic."

"Hm.I.Iv Antuinr," l,c;:an (.ahin I. ••.-iii.. \,,ii aiv ui a talk-
in;r liiiinnr tin, iii..niiii-, ulia .In \,,ii mak.- (.iit thai .1

cli-rk i>r"

••A clrrk:'' Aiit'.ii,,. iviurii.il nwnrh. "X .l.rk is a nun
tliat -II, 111 an i>{]\rv an. I vi.-ilc,.- What am I .siviii;,':'' \Vh.|-,.
sllnllhl uv h,. Ullhnllt clrrk,:- ,l„,t ,_r„ .,„,[ Inuk 7lft(T \(Mir
^t..v.•s ami n.-\rr >ay a v,,.,-,! a-aiiiM the ( lrrk>. 'l"h.. stovV m
\\\v Uw^i' room (irau, hk,. fun. (iahrid; von uiu>\ Ann oil
noiiic ot' thr drautrht."

Anloiiir took lip hi- |io,itioii al thr airhrad. m) tliat he
coiihl .-.V all Ihf .Irrk- a, thr\ .anir m utulw the arch.,!
^alcway. He kmw .AiTvhody 111 r\rvy <il1iir m the dcparl-
tMriit. and UM'd to u-atrli lluir uav- ami iioii,.. t!,,. diir.Tcn.-.'^

Ill their diT,v<. .\ml l,,.,-,., hcfniv .nienn- upon \\\r drama, il

i.s nc.c.siry to ^riv,. port rail, in ..iiilii.e of ili,. principal actors
in la IJillardicrc's divi-ion; lor iioi m, rdv uijl the read, r

make the ac<|iiaiiitance ..I' ihc varmiis type ,',|' the 7^ »m,v clerk.
hut he will tind 111 them the .ju>tili<'al'ioii of i.'al.oiirdiii's oh-
sorvatioiis. ami likewise the title <d" this es.-ciitiallv Parisian
Study.

And (.11 this head, let there he no misapprehensions; from
the poiiil of \icw of poverty and eccciiiricily there are clerks
and clerk-, jii-t as there are fa.ir.LTots and fa,i:,i,'ots. hi ilu'

first place, yon m.i>l (listin;,qii,h hetween thcClerk in I'aris
iirid his provincial hrother. The provincial clerk is well otf.

He is >pacioii,ly hoii,cd ; he Pas a ^Mrden : he is comfortahle
as a rule in his ollice. Sound wine is not dear; lie does not
dine olf liorse-sleaks

; he is ae(|iiainted with the lii.xury of
de>>erl. People may not know precisely what he eats," hui
evcrv one will tell y,,ii that he does not "eat up his salarv."
^" '"' ''''"'! niniiin.i,- into deht, h.' po,itively .^aves on hi-
i'"<'"ii'- If he is a hachelor, mothers (»f dauj,'liters gred
him as hr p;is,es; if he i, married, he and his wife <j() to hall-
at the rccci\cr-,Lrcnera!"s, at the ju-efeeture, at the suh-prefee-
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tun Pcojilf l.ikf ail ii!t.n-t ill 111.- ilmrartiT; li.' in Iki''*

.IKilll -t- ; lir lia- a ni'U

,1\ he I'.'lt ; Ihr ullnli- Inuil

laimii l'"i' iPtflli^i'iH 1' ; In- !'>-- wnnld

K'HIW III, am 1 lake- all

(i. n-t 111 111 \\ i U aiiiil\ . lie ;.'ivi - 1 vtiilll;: |i.irtli'.- ;

!. iii.iv llCCIlll M (jiiiiiU il 111' ha -
!

,1

i-iii-law i> iiJ ta-y circuin-taiK i

irivatr l^^all^i. ami Ins

Ills wifi' i- alwavH

i„!, , ihr iiimulr ami i'ii<iiiiMlivr >|>v -v-tnii of a small town ;

' lifi', he knows it, wlitTi'iis
.1 1 \r I;

I I' rl

iiiiroiliiiial< 111 ill" manic

at I'ari.- i- H"!

i..i-ilv. Ilif |iroviii(ial (

iMiuml In hear of liis mi-fort iim-.

•ik i> 'Voiii.lMxiv." vvliilr th.' I'ari.-iaii

I- .11 mo>t "iiolioilv.'

Thr iic\t (omiT wa- a .lraii,::liliii^'-ii<'i k, riii'llion liv iiaiiu'

talilc I'alhrr o f a f. imiiv. Ill- wa:- ill Ifiiliounlin's onicf.

1 nbiaiiifil (iliualii'ii for i-ach of his

half-cost at the ('o11i\l.'i' llriiii IV.. a wi'll-tinuHl
11- . hiffs iiilliiriicc liai

>v.- at

for I'lifUioii lliircl (lull ;i i,Mii, w!io was hniij;

imattd fri'f of t\|if •• m
iinllicr pivc music jc-MMis, am

a l)iianli!i;.'--cliool where her

1 Iter father taiiu'ht history ami

_.. phy of an . vcniiij,'. I'hellion \\a- a man of f.irty-five,

.1 a ser>,'eaiit-major in the National C.iianl. lie was very

r..ii|y to j.'ive sym|i.il hv. hut he never had a farlhin- to spar

liveil, not vciv i.ir from the Soiinl-Miiel-. in tlie Hue (lu

r.iiilinur;,' Saint-.li. jnes. en a

lis p;acc

fram s.

larlied. I

.r hiimlred

.-itioii. and rejnii-cd in Ins I"

tlcKir of a h"U.-e. with a i,'ardea

onlv cost\n U>e hi- ou n c\jire--ion,

'I'll.' dr:imjlilin,u^-clcrk wa-
i

worked imlii

roiid of his

-triou<lv for

(lovernment, hehe tliat lie wa-

hoasted of his imlitVereiiee to imrty

r\ \n<^ his country,

Molii ie-- ; he locikcd

Mntliini: hut .\rriiimrr'i .
Sometime-, to hi< delitrht, M.

iiinhn woiili 1 a.-k him to stay

pieci' of work. Then I'liell

i>l III the Kile Noire l>ame d

rht music, aud say to the Deiiioh

for half an hour to finish

inn would ,<:o to the hoarding-

( 'hamp-. " here liis wife

elles l.t (I rave with whom

dinei

.Mfairs compelled n av late at llie illice, mesdemoi-

s. When a man is m the servue o

his own master."

,f the (idVemiiK'iit, he is

1

^1
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it

IMit'llion had (•(dnpilcd variou.- siIkidI-IiooIo in tlic form of

question and an>\viT Tor the nx' r.( lad'cs" .-chools. 'J'iicsi>

'Vinall hut condensed treatise-."" as he e.dh'd llieni. weiv on

sale r.t the I'niversiiy hoiik>^'lhT"s uiidci' the name of "His-
torical and (ieo-raphieal C'ateehisius."" lie felt it ineumbent
upon him to j)re>ent .Mme. i.'aoounlin with each of these works
as ihev came out. lakin;,' a eopy pi'iuted on hand-mafle paper
aiul liound in crimson morocco. (»n tliese occasions he ap-

peared m tlie line Duphot in full dre^,-: silk small clothes,

sdk >(oekin,u-. .-hoe.- with oold huckle-. and .-o forth. M.

J'lh'ilion p!Ve heer and Jiatty soireo on Thur-dav evening's

after the lioarders had --one to bed. They ])layed houillotte.

with ll\i' sons in the pool; and in ^pile of the ^len(lernes- of

the .-takes, it once fell oul thai M. i.:Miili--eoi-. n re^Mstrar"s

clerk, lo.-t tell francs in an e>eniMi,r |,v reckless iranihliu".

TIh.' walls of the siitiiiir-rooiii wci'c co\cred with a i^reen

American paper wilh a red Imrdci'. and adorned with ]iorIrait-

of the nyal family. The visitor mioiit iichold His .Majc-iv

the Kin,o-. the 1 )aiipliiiie-s. and .Madame: with a pair of

frameil cnurav in^^-. to wii. .l/.r. ,///»/, after Horace X'criiot.

and 'I'/n /'iiii/ii r's i'luiirnl . afier \'it;neron. This last-iiaiiicil

work of art. aceordiiiir to I'liellion. wn.- "siihliine in its con-

ception. Ii oiio'lit lo console the lower cla-ses hv reniiiidiiii:

tlieiii that th.ey had more devoted friemN than men. friends

whose aU'ections ui) li,y,iiid the o-|-ivc."" I'"!-!!!!! '.hose words
you can ;:ties- that I'liellion was the >nrt of man to take his

children to the Cimeiiere de rOiie-t on .Ml Souls" Dav. and
j)oint out the twenty sipiare yanl- of earth ( purchaseil "in

tierfietuity""' where his father and hi- mother-in-law lay

huried. "We -hall come here sonic dav."' he ii.-ed fo sav, to

familiarize hi- olT-prini: with the idea (d' death.

ft was one <\^ I'heilion's ;,n'cal aiMU-emeiit- to e\[>]ore I'ari-.

He had treated himself to a map. .\nton\. .Vnaieil. Hievre.

Fontenay-aii\-iioses. and .\iilnay. ail of tluan famous as tlie

abode of more than one ixreat wril-'r. he knew already bv

hc'art. and he hoprd in lime to know all the siiltnrhs on the

\ve-t -id<'. Hi- elde>t son he destined for the service of the
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(iovrrniiirii

1|: often II

t;tl 10 sct'ou' i was to L'n to the fit olc polytcclinHiue.

st'd to sav to liis eldest. "When you have tlic honor

l,r ciiiploved by the (loveninuM

Mi^j)eeted tlie hoy of

il
:' hut. at the same tune,

a turn foi' the e\ael M-ieiices, and

ruUPM' Ol

hi,- uavs.

to repress the tendency, holdin.i: in reserve the extreme

leavin" him to shift for himself if he persisted in

luilion had never ventured to a-k M. Hahourdin to dine

ith him, tliou>rh he would have re^anied .-ueh a ilay as one

[e UM'd to >ay that if he could

f M. Uabourdin,

rid. He dinned

iif ihe irrcatest in his lile.

1, ;i\e iilie of his sons to walk in the fnot>leps o

lir -hnuld die the happie-t father in ihe wo

|ii'ai>es o f the \\orihv antl nnich-n>j)ecte( 1 chief into the

. of the Denioiselk's la (irave, till tlio.^e ladies

M. Itahoiirdin. as a lad niijiht crave a ,i,diiup>e o

W'Ji'd to

f M. de

ihileauhi'iand. Thev wouh ui\c keen Ncrv

lie intrusted with the education e

d. they said,

f his "vounLT ladv." If

t. 1'
ill.- Mini>ter"s carriauv clianced to c..ine m or out, I hellKui

tunk olV his hat very re<peclfuliy whether there wa^ anvhody

d said that it would he well f'lr France if ev( rv-
,

ii i)v not. an

I.mIv lield authority in sullicicut hoiKu- to revere it even in its

When ijahourdin sent for him ••downstairs" to ex-

plain his work, riicllion summoned up all his intellitreneo,
in-iu'iiia.

d li>tened to his ( hiefs liixhtest word as a dilettante listens

! > ail ai r at the Itaiicns. lie sat silent m tl hi- feet

d aloft on his wooden foot-rot : he -'ever ^tirivii Iroin

hi- place; he conscii-nt iou^ly pive h i> mind to lii< worl In

iiiuistrative correspondence

iiiuitv. he took everythin.sx seriously:

ti

le exi>resse(l liimself with

le emphasi/ed the

liiii-ter's (wder-^ hy tran<latiii,i: them into jiompoii- jihra-e-

. Iml'-v. Vet. .irrcat as he was upon propriety, a di-a-troii- thinir

i.!.| happened once in his career—a disaster indeed. In spite

nf the minute care with vhich he drafted his letter-, he (uu-e

'|!. wed a phra-e thus coneeiveil to escape him. ••Vou will

i.ivfnre repair to th.e closet with the neees-arv papers."

']"': eopvin.tr-clerks. deli.irhted at a chance of a laii-h at the

.\pense of th.e hanule-,- ereatiiiv. went to consult Hahourdin
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behind Plu'llion's Ijack. Rabourdiii, i. louinjx his draughting-

ch'rk's c'liiinictLT, could not help sniilinir as he endorsed iho

margin wilh a note, "^'ou will appear at tlic private ollicc

with the diii-inncnt> indicated." 'I'iie alli'ration was shown to

Phellion; lie >tudied it, pondered, and weighed the dilTercnci

hctweei; the e.\pre>sions. and candidly adnntted that it would

liave taken liini a eoiijile of houi's lo Hud the c.piivalents. "M.

Halioiirdin i.- a man of geiuusi'" he •rictl. lie always tliought

that his colleagues iiad shown a want of consideration for

liim by referring the matter so ])roniptly to the chief; but ho

had too much re>[)ect fur the e>tai)li>lud order of things not

to admit that they had acted within their right, and so much
the more so since ' '. l'licllio!i. was absent at the time. Still,

in their place, be him>elf wuuld have waited —there was no

j)ressing need for the circidar. Tin- affair cost him several

jiights" re<t. If any one wished to make him angry, they had

only to remind liim of the accur.-ed ))hi'a.--e liy a.-king as ho

went out. "ilave Vdu the nece.-sary i)njiers!-'" At which cpies-

tioii the uiu'lhy dniughting-clerk would turn and give the

clerks a withering glance. "It ;-eems to me, gentlemen, that

your remark i< e.xtri'niely unbecoming."" One day, however,

he wa.xed so wroth that h'abnurdin was obliged to interfere,

and the clerks wei'c fnrbidden to allude to the alTair.

M. Phellion locked rather like a meditative ram. Mis face

was somewhat colorless, and nuirkcd with small|io.\; his lips

were thick and undei'hung, his eyes were pale blue, and iu

figur(> he was rather above avtTage height. Xeat in his person

he was bound to be. a- a master of history ami geography in

a ladies" ^choul; he wore good linen, a pleated shirt-front, an

ojien black kerseymere wai-tcoat that e.iroi'ded glimpses of

the i)races which his daughter cmbroidereil for him, a dia-

mond pin. a black coat, and i)lue tron>ers. (n winter he

adopted a nut-bi-dwn bux-coat with three cajies. and it was his

Wont to eai-ry a loaded cam—'"a precaution rendered neces-

sary by the extreme loneliuc.-s of some jtarts of the neighbor-

bi-iwl."" lie had given u|> the habit nf taking snulf, a rcforiu

which he was wont to cite as a striking instance of the com-

il
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liijiiii 1 that a man may ,i:ain over himself. Ilavinf:' what he

to ascend staircases slowly,;,i|.(l a "fat chest, '

it was Ins woin

I'll- iVar (if contracting an astlima.

!!,• -aiutcd Antoine with dignily.

\ (<,|(ving-clerk, an odd contrast to this exemplary worthy

iiMiirdiatelv followed. N'imcux was a young fellow of five-

;i:!ij-t wcntv, \Vl th a salary of liftccii hundrei I francs. He was

made and slim-wai ted :
his eves. evel)ro\v.- id beard

i)la( k as .]- t ; he had good teeth and sweetly pretty

;ii!(N, while Ins moustaclu' was so luxuriant and well cared

Mi' liiat its cultivation miglit have heeii his principal occupa-

iii life,

alwavr

inieii \"s aptitude' for his work was so great that

liiu shed it long liefore anvbodv else.

IS a gilted young man

siw

i!i th

V'imeux cro ss his h

rest of his time.

' IMiellion would exclaim, a?

It a loss to know what to do

And look!" he would sav to du

;;;c|. "how e.\(iuisitely neat it is I"

\ i!ueu\ breakfasted off a roll of bread and a glass of water,

!;r(l at KatcombV for twenty sous, and lived in furnished

.i.niigs at twelve francs a month. Dress was his one joy and

!.a>ure in life. He ruined himself with wonderful waist-

liis. tight-iitting or semi-fitting trousc

f^iilv-cut dials that outiiuec

'doves, and hats Hi

r:

thin boots, care-

1 his figure, bewitching collars,

and was adorned by a signet-

legantrhich he wore oiit>ide his glove; lie carried an e

U.UKitU :-cane, and did best to lixih am tieli ave like a

«',, ihv voung man. ooth

t!j<' 111

I'H.kiiu

iiin allev in tin UlK

pick in hand, he would repair to

cries (lardens, and stroll about,

frfor all the world like a millionaire just arisen trom

He had stu.lied the art of twirling a can- an d ogling

i!) an eve to business. /; Vamfricainr. as hixiou said for

iieux lived in the hope that some widow. Englishwoman

ireign lady might be smitten with his charms: he used to

set of teeth; he went without socks to

rv day. Vimeiix laid it down as a fixed

le hunch-backed girl must have six

would take a woman of five-and-

;^li to show Ins line

111: hair cur led eve

il)le that an eligil)

and 1 IV res vear

;
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fortj- with an iiuniiu.' of ei^hl llKuisiiiiil. or an lOngli^sh wommi

with a thousand crowns. I'ht'llion took foinpassion on ilii^

yonni;' man. lie wa.- >o nnich pli'ax'd with N'inicux's pen-

inanship 'ha! he I.M-tnrfil him. ami trird to persuade him to

turn \vnlimr-ma>ler : il was. he said, a re>peetahh' j)rofe^^il)ll

\.hi(h m';_ht amidioiTiie iii> exisleure and even render it

a,L;'reeahle. ile prumi.-ed him the seliiiid i\epl In tlie Deinni-

.-elles la (ii-ave. \\\i\ X'imeux".- Ix'lief in his star was not to

he shaken —it was too tirnily fixed in hi.- head, lie- eontinuod.

therel'ore, <o e\liil)it lliniX'H' hke one of CheVel's stur^'eonj;

alheii lii> luxnriaiil nioustaelie had heen displayed in vain for

three v,.ar-. \'iineu\ hiwered hi> eye- every time that ho

pa>,-ed .\n;oine; he owed the |ioi'ter thirty francs for ]n>

i)reakfa>ls, and yet towards noun he always asked him to hnng

him a roll.

Italiourilin had tried several times to jint a littU.' .v''

sen>e iiitci the vouii;:- fellouV fo(>li^h head, hut he pive 'pat

last. \'imeux's father wa> a clerk to a justice of (he pcair

in the department of the Xord. Adoiphe N'imeux hail •rivi-n

np dinner- at Kalcomh's latel\, and lived entirtdy on hread.

He was .-avini:' up to huy n pair of >purs ami a riding-swileh.

In the (ithce thev jeered at his matrimonial calculations, cal!-

in,i;' him the N'iiliaume pi^^icoii ; hut any scoif at this vacuous

Amadis cnuld only he attrihntcd to the mockin,<r s[)irit tliat

create- the vande\!lle. for N'iineiix was a friendly creature,

and nnhiidy"> enemy hut his own. The trreat joke in hoth

ollices wa- to het that he wore stays.

\'imen\ liri^an hi- career under Haudoyer, and intri,i,nie(l

to he t r;iii>fei'red to K'ahourdin, !)ecau>e P>au(hiyer was inex-

orahle (HI the matter of 'Mnudishmen," for so the clerks called

duns. 'I'hc "l-hiu-lishmeirs.'" day is tlu' day (Ui whi(di the puli-

lic i,- adh.iUed ; the rreilitors. heinj^ suro of findin;^ their

dehtor-. Ilo-k thither lu worry them, askinix when they will In

paid, threateiiin.ir to attach their salaries. Ban(h)yer the in-

cNorahh eompilled his clerks to face it out. "It was theii

all'air." in said, "not to _t.''et into del)t": and he re;:arded hi;

scveritv a- a thini,' necessary for the puhlic welfare. Rahuiir-
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liin. nil tlio otluT liand. -todd lniwicn his clerk;; ami tlioir

.iriliiiii's: duns wciv put mil :it iln' dtxir. "(lovcrnniont

111' siiHl, were iKit iiicaiil t'.ir llic traii>acti()!i of
i

\,i!t' Itll.-IIICSS iOiKl was till' scollm^- vvtifii \ iiiuuix clan

iri-

ikcd

Ins i)(>()t
'

I III' .-lairs and alon^' IIh- lorrKlm-s uitti sjiurs on

ixinii. practical joker to the dcparinuiit, drew a caricature

\ iiieiix' rnoiiiiti'il mi a pa^li'lioanl liohby horse, and sent

Irawinfj oirculatiii'' tl;..nii,Mi Clt'n^'eot s anc Mill; ir-

vV divisions. A suliscri|)t ion list was attached. M. Hau-

i'- name was put tlown for a hundredwci<,dit of hay from

-luck supplied liir his own private I'onsuinption, and ail

ilrrks cut ,<,nl)(s at their neii^hlior'- expriise. Viineux

iM if, like the u'ood-natiiri'il fellow tli^ii he was, subscribed

name of ".Miss Fairfa.x.""

an(l>ome clerk of \'imeu.\"s stamp has iiis post for a

1 his face for his fortune. He i.- a faithful supporter

al-tide. thoui;-!! >ometinics even there

r the

am
-keij halls at earniv

m1> in hi> (|ue>t. A ij;ood many of iii> kind give up the

h. and I'lid by marrying' milliner.- or old women; sonie-

- -onie young lady is rhamu'd with his fine person, and

her he s[)itis out a claiuk>tine romance that ends in ni<.r-

•. a love story diversified l>y tedious letters, which, liow-

. produce their etl'ect. Occa.-ionally one here and tliere

- bolder. He sei'S a woman drive past in the ("ham[)s-

rociires licr address, hurls impassioned letters at

argain which, unfortunately, encourages ignoble

)f tl

. -ers. )

I. II lids a

'Illation ot tins liind.

1 he Hixioii ( pronouiiecd Bisiou) mentioned above was a

.iturist: Dutocij and iJabourdin, whom he duiibed La

''iriisi' Udboiinliii, were alike fair game to him; Haudoyer

'ailed La I'lucr-Hiinilitiii r. \>y way nf summing up Ids

• r- commonplace charaitcr; du i'>ruel was christened

'Inn. Ki.xiou was beyond (juostion the wittiest and clev-

' : man in the division, or, indeed, in the department; but

- was a nionkev"s cleverness, desultory and aimless. Bau-

r and (iodard protected him in spite of his malicious

. because he was i'.\t reniely u.-eful to them; he did their

i6
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Udi'k for tlicin (lUl <if liiiinl. II'' wanted dii linicl"- -ir

(jodardV phuc Imt lie .-tund ill his own li;ilit. Soiiii'tiiin'.—

tliis \vas u lirii lie liad done smnc i^nod stroke of business, sudi

as tlie portraits in the l-"ii:ildes ease (wiiieli lie drew out .f

his own head), or pietures of the ( 'asliiin^^ trial— he tuni.'il

the service to ridicule. Soiiietinies he wouhl he very indiis-

trioti.- in a ,-iidden lit of de-ire to ,t:et on: and then ajfaiii he

would nculeet the work for a vaudeville, which he never by

any chance liiiisluMJ. lie wn-, moreover. s(dfi>h. close-listed,

and vet e.\irava;:an! -, or, in otiier word:-, he lavished money

onlv upon himself: he was Tract iou-. aLrL;ri'^>ive, and indis-

creet, Miakiiiir ihi>chiid' for }»ure love i>\' mi>chief.

liixiou was esjiecially lmvcii to atiaekin,:,' the weak: he

respec-ted iioihiutr and no one: he helieved neither in Krance,

nor (iod, nor .\rl, in neither (iri-ek iioi Turk, nor ('haiii|)-

(TAsile. iKU' in the Monarchy: and he made a poir.t of jeering

at everythin.ir which he did not understand, lie was the very

first to put a hhick prie-t"s cap on Charles .\."s head on tive-

frar.c pietes. lie took olf Dr. (iail at his lectures till the

mo.-t clos"lvd)Utloned diploiiiate niii.-l have choked with

lauiihter. It was a ^tandin;,'' joke with ihi- formid'ihle wag

to lieat :!ie ollice stovt's so hot that if any one impnidently

ventured out of the sudatorium he wa.^ pretty certain to catch

cold: while llixiou enjoyed the further satisfaction of wast-

ing the fuel siipfdied hy the (iovermneiit. I)i.\iou was not

an ordinary iiiaii in his hoa.xes ; ho varied them with so nnich

i:igeniiiiv that somebody was invariahly taken in. Uegues.-ed

fverv one's wi>he>; this was the secret of his suc^'oss in 'dii-

line: he knew the way to every castle in Spjiin : and a man i;

easv to hoax through his day-dreams, hecause he is a wiliin,:;

aceoinpliic. IJixiou would draw you out for hours together.

And Vet, ihou-ii liixiou was a profound oh-erver. though lu

displayed extraordinary tact for purjioses (d' ipii/.zing, he could

not apply his aptitude to ilie piir|Ki-e of making other iiier

useful to him, n-.r to th-' art (d' gelling on in life. lie likec

he>t of all to torment la IWUardiere junim-. his pet aver-iot

and niL'hlniare: hut neverthelo: he coaxed and Haltered llu
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\Hllll< fellow the licttcr to (|uiz him. He list d to seiul him

Iters >l^'Iie(l

"". iiiiikinu' iiii

( oinlesse (le M- or 'M irq uisc (le

ii|i|ioiiilmeiil iiiuler tile eloek in tlio fdi/i'r

nf \\n' ()|ierii iit Shi-oveliile, and then lifter ni;ikin;r a public

, \liil]itioi, of the young man he would let Ioom' a ;,'ris('tt('

KjiMii him. lie made euiiunon eau.-e witli Diitoei) (whom he

;.. allied a.- a .-erious hoaxer) : he made it a lahor of love to

lij. Ill liim in his (U'testation (d' Uaitoi'rdin and his praisc'^

; jiaudoyer.

.lean .la(,;ues Hi.xiou was the <rnindr-on of a Paris proper.

Ill- father died a.- a colonel in tin' army, leavinjf the hoy

!:. ihe care of hi.< ;.,M'andinntlier. who had lost her husband and

iii.irried one iK'M-oin,irs. her >lioi)man. Descoin.LTs died in

i^-.".'. When lii.xiou Ud'l school and looked ahoiit for some

::.aii> of earninj: a livelihood, lu' tried Art for ii while; hut

'i -iiitc of his frieiul>lii

ildhocid, he <it\\'v up
1

p for Joseph IJridaii. a friend of

) jiaintintr for caricature-, and vi'Micttes,

;inid t!

i.-tratioii.

1 of wnrk Ki;o' ii tw"ntv veai s afierwards as hook

'he intliicr.c*' of the lin.s de Maiifrigneuse and

Khetore (wlmse aciiuaintanco he made throii.Ldi opera-

iiicers) iiroeiircd him his place in lSl!t. lie was on the

~t oi' terms with i\r^ hupeaul.x, whom he met in society as

i'lpiai ; he talked f.imiliarlv to du ]5riiel he was a livmj^

:]<)( of Hahoiirdiirs ohserv.-itions on the cnnlinual process

1 dotriKtion at work in the ailiiiini>lra, :\e hierarchy of

I'lii,-. when a man ac(|uired personal iiniiortanee outside thi'

:]:>-v. Short hut well made, small of feature, remarkalde for

;. \a.i:ue resemblance to Napoleon; a younj,' man of tweiity-

i .III, with thin lips, a flat, ]ierpcndicular chin, fair hair,

urn whi.-kers, sparklinjj: eyes, and a cau>lie voice—here

I have I>'..\iou. All senses and intellect, he :-poiled his

;. rr bv an uniiridled love of plea-iiro, which iilunired him
> continual dissipation. He was an intrepid man of plea--

; i'.e ran about after gri.^ettes, smoked, dinetl, and ^ujiped,

. ; tiild good .-tories, everywhere adapting himself to his

npanv, and shining behind the ^cenes, at a g-isettes" ijall,

tlie AUee di's N'ciives. At table or as one of a j)leasure
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parly Hixinii was (finally a>t(iiii>!iin;.' ; lie was tvnially alirt

and m spirits at niidiii-iit in tin; strcci, (ir at his iirst wakiii;;

in till' inornin;:; l)Ut. like most .^i^cat coiiiic acturs, lu' uns

frli)i)iiiy ami (Irprr-.-ccl when liy liiiii,-cll'. I.aiiiirhcd t'nrtli iiii.ia

WDi'ld oj' aclors, aiii'i'sM's, wi-itcrs, artists, and a tcrlain kind of

wniiicii whose riclic- are a|it to take w i)ii,'s,he liv»'d well, he wmt
to the ihealre willinut ])aynuiit. he jilayed ;il l'"ras(ali's. aii'l

ol'leii won. lie was, in iinitli, itroroumlly ati artist. Itiit only

hy ila,-l!e>; life I'mI' him wa- a ,-ort cd' ,-uinLr on whieh lir

swa. ed to ami I'ld w ithciit irouhliii;^ hiln^el^ about tiie inonieiit

when the eord would hreak. Ainon.u' peopjo aeeu>toined to a

hrilliant di>play of iiiiellrei. Bixiou was in i,M'eat re(iiiesi Inr

the sake of hi- liveliness and prodi;,'ality (d' ideas; hut iioiio

of his friends liked liini. lie could not re>i.-t tlie leinptati'iii

(d' an epiirrani; he saerilieed ids neiuiihor en either hand at

dinner heforc ihr tir-i cuurse was over. In spite of his supcr-

lu-ial j^aieiy. i certain secret discontent with Ids social po^iti^ii

t'repl into his ( oii\cr-al ion . he a-|>ired to ,-oniethin.ix hell' i.

and the fatal lurlsiii;^' imp in hir- eharacler would not periiu:

him to a>>unie the u'ravity which niake> so much iin|)ressinu

on fool>. lie li\ed in ehamhers in the K'ue de Pontine';, it

was a rri^iilar Invouac; the three rooms were ^i\en U|i to ,l,.-

di.-order of a haelielnr e.-tahli.-hmt'iit. Often lie woid-' talk

of leavini,^ !•" ranee to try a \iolent assault on fortune in

America. No fortune-teller eould have predicted his future,

for all his talents wei'i' incomplete; lie could not woi-k liani

and steadily; he was always intoxicated with pleasure, alwav-

behaving as if the world wei'e to i-ome to an end on the nm!'-

row.

As to dress, his claim was that he was imt ridieuloii.s en

that score; and. perha[ts. he was the one man in the de])art-

menl id' whom it would not be said, "There fjfoes a (Joverii-

ment el^rk I" lie wore eleirant boots, black trousers with

straps to them, a fi.ocy waistcoat, a cravat (the eternal gift

id" the <:risette), a hat from l>andoni"s, and dark kid jjiove-.

Hi- bi'arini,' was not utiiTraf-eful, Ixdni: lioth easy and iin-

affeeted. So it came to pass that when summoned to hear a
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I iiriinand Irnni di - I.u|)faul\, lifter caiTN in;,' liis insolfiici'

A.ini tlic Uarnii (Ic la liillanlii'iv a little too far, lie was

• ii lit li> rejoiii

ni\ cliithes."

•v
All

nil Willi h\ al<e me (111 auaii

,li|ieaUl\

1 for the saki

could not help laii;,'Ii-

nio>t hlea.-iiu hoax e\('r iieriietratiMl hv Ui.\.iou in tlie

1- was <ii vi.-ed for (iodard".- heiielit. 'I'o him I'ixiou j
ire-

lied a I'hiiieM' hiitterlly. wliieli the seiiioi- elerk put in lihs

lection, and exhihits to this dav ; lie has not yet found

tliai it Is a
I
liece of painted paper. IJixiou had tho

e to elahorale a masterpiece for the sake of playiii;; a

upon the chief ch'rk's as>i>tant.

iiixioii with a victim. Baudovcr'sik'Vil ahvav> provides a

accordiiii:ly ciwitained a liutt, a poor coiiyiiiu'-eU' rk.

i
two-and-tweiii V. .\ii^uste-.Ieaii-Fraiii;ois Miiiard, for

ilred
v\ a.- Ill s name, uas in riMciiit oi ;i salarv ol titieeii nun

had marrie(| lor hive liis \vi was a (loor-

per

II le lor

's dau;:liter. an aililieial-llouer maker, who worked at

Mile. (Midard. Miiiard had seen the j;irl in tho

the Kiie de IJiclielie

re Her marria;;'e. nai

Zelie l.oiain, ill tlic days

I many dreams of changing: her sta-

'1 111 life. She hail hceii trained at the Conservatoire as

'irer. singer, and aetros hy turns: and often she had thought

doing as many other girls lid. hut the fear that things

-lit turn out hadly for her. and she might >iiik to un-

'.ikalile deiiili-, had kept Zelie in the paths of \irtue. She

- revolving all kinds of ha/.y projects in her niii'd when

ard came forward with his otfer of marriage and gave

in a definite shape. Zelie was earning live hiindreil francs

ar: Minard had lifteen huiidreil. In the helief tliat two

;-nns can live on two thousand francs, they were

ied without settlements ami in tlie mos< economical fash-:rru

Tlu' pair of turtle-iloves found a nest .m a third lloor

r the Barriere de t'ourcelU's. at a rent of a liundied crowns.

;
':. i-e was a very neat little kitchen, with a cheap jilaid ])aper

:' iifteen sous the piece Upon the walls, a lirick iloor as-

hiouslv beeswaxed and polished, walnut-wood furniture,

i

i
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and white culldn ( iirtaiiis in lli.' uintlou>-. tlioiv was a room
in wliirli /(lie iiuulf lur lloucr.^; n parlur hcyoiid, with a

roiiiul lahU' ill the miihih', a h)ukin,i,'-^'hi>.- on tlic wall, ,i

chick n|)rf>riiiin^^ a n \ul\ ui;,' cn.-tal liunitam, (hiri< hairdoili

(hail--, ami _^ill iaii(ll.>i uk.- ill ;^au/.t' (.'omts; and a hluc-and-

whilr 1h (li'ddiii. uiih a iiuihn-aiiy hfd.-tcad, a luircaii. a bit

of >triii((l laripct at the licd-rnni, hall' a dozen easy-chairs

and fuiir (hair-, a:id a litlie ( herrv-woud eot in tlie eorncr
where the little (iiie-, a hoy and girl, ii^ed to sleep. Zeliu

iiui'st'd her ehihlreii herself, did the cooking and th<' work ef

the house, and made her llowers. There was soiiiethiiig toiuli-

ing in their hiippy. hardworking, nnpreteiidinu' eomfort. .Vs

soon a.s Zelii' felt that .Minard lowd iier, she !o\ed him with

all her he;irt. Love draws love; it id the "diep calling unto
deep" of the Dihle.

.Minard, poor fellow, \ised to leave his wife a>leep in bed
in the niorning and d') lu>r marketing for her. lie took the

Cnisluil flowers to the shop on his way to the olliee of a morn-
ing, and bought the materials as he came home in the after-

noon. Then, as he waited for iliniier, he cut or stamped out

the ])etal.s, made the stalks, and mi.\ed the colors for her.

The little, thin, slight, nervous man, with the curled chestnut

hair, clear liazel eyes, and dazzlingly fair but freckled com-
plexion, jii^ssessed a tjuiet and unhoa.-ting courage below th?

surface. lie could write as well as \'imeii.\. At the olliee

he kept himself to himself, did his work, and inaiiitain(>d tlu."

reserve of a thonghtfiil man whose life is hard. Hixiou. the

pitiless, jiickna d him "the white rahhit," on account of

his white cyela-]i(>s and scanty eyebrows. Minard wa> a

IJabourdin on a lower level. He was burning with a desire

to put his Zelie in a good position; he wanted to make a for-

tune (|uiekly, and to this end he was trying to hit upon an

idea, a discovery, or an impniveinent in the ocean of Parisian

industries and cravings for new luxury. Minard's seeming
stupidity was the result of mental tension; he went from the

Douhh' J'i'ite (Irs S)illa>irs to CcplmUc Oil: from i)hos])horu3

bo.xes to portable gas ; from hinged clogs to hydrostatic lamps,
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i|H' the ('III ire riiiiinl n| the 1 nrihilr-niiallv >iiiiill ili'tails

il.Tial ciN ili/alKMi. Ill' l"'M' r.iMuu'-. |cM> ii!- a bii.-y in ail

ih ll iiiz/iiiL:' 'il a 11 \ hi' iH'M r- cMii lot hi- ti'iiip''

i r,l\|..ll. .lUhk-\VIIIr,| l!|nu:/ll lie U.i-. llrV.T .-llr|H'ct<'ll t ln

t that .Miiianl h!' lur liiiu. Mitiard re

.|..l

I <'nllt('Ml{

a (inaiTi I uitli liixinii a> a wa-ti' ><( iinif. ami m) at

^ili he had tinil "iit hi- |).'r-riiii(ir.

Minard «a.- vrrv iihiinl) (|m--c(| al ih,' oilier; he wo

iMf> <if (inll till Oclnhcr, ^lli,r- ailM aiti

re

ii mohair

-Irciat, a licaMT-iiiil h ( oa 1 III wiiili-r aMi! iwill in >mniiiiT,

a ^tla\^ or silk liall aciorMiiii: to liH' M'a>nii, for Zt'lif was

irnli' Ic would lia\o L'o iH' uilhoiit food to hiiv a lu'W

lor licr. lie lircakfa^lcd at Iiouk iih lii> wit'c, and

ii..lhin<: till h-' r •turtird. ( hicf a iiioiiili he took Zt'dii'

the I hratri' with a ticket iriveii hv dn i)ruel < <v Bixioii ; for

1
; .i.iii did all sort,- of thin;:-, even a kiiidne-s now and a^'aiii.

II: the-e oeea^iolis /el:e"> mother left hi'r porter's I II to

fler the bahv. Mlliard had Mieeeedi'i

11 Handovers olliee.

1 to V iiiieux s

iiiii'. ani 1 M. Miiiard |

I . ar I); IV.

laid their call-; in person on

f

New
I'eople UM'd to womli r how the wile ot a poor

1 fraiies a \ear could inana,iro to keepik on lifleeii humlrei

: Im.-haiid in a suit of black, ami alV.ird to drive in a can.

to wear cnibroidered nnisliii dre.--e.-. aiu 1 silk petticoat>

'riiscan straw bonnet with (lowers in it, |)runi'lla shoes,

;jiiiliceiit fichus, and a Chinese i)ara>o!. and yel be virtuous ;

lie Mine. ('ol'e\ille 'ir Mich ami >U'h a "lady" could xarcely

ike both eiid> iiieel on two thousand four hundred francs.

Two of ih.' clerks were frimd- to a ridiculoii- deirree, for

lliinj,' is iiiatlcr for a joke in a (lovernnieiit olhce. One of

-e was a senior draiif^iitiiiji-clerk in liaudover's otliee ; he

;d been chief clerk's assistant, and e\en cliii'f clerk, for

'lie considerable time during: the l{e>ti>rat ion. t'olleville,

that was his name, had in Mmc. C'olleville a wife as much

..,,. the ordinary level in her way as Mine. Habourdin in

ther. CoUeville, the son of a iir>t violin at the Opera,

d been smitten with the daughter of a well-known opera-

I



MS THi: «;o\ i:ijN.Nri;NT ci.intK.s

• liiiiccr. Sniiir ( lc\(r iiml ( li.iiinntL' IVii i -irnnis cmii mak
tlicir Iiii-Ii;iihU \>'>\'\>\ uiiImmii Iu-imlT l!i''ir lilirrls'; IJim
CullfVlllf U.l- iilM- nf lli.M', Sill' lll^llll' ( 'ill;.'\ lllc's UoUm'
lllfrtlII,U-)i|;li !• \'i>V nllllnr- n{ the ( 'liii Ulliri' aiiil llic hfnt RTt'iM
"•' 111'' <lii.v. l'(D|i|c uciv iipt to fMr;.'(l liM.v hiinililc a pliic

Cnlli villi' n((ii|in.|| in Ins ou ii hoii-c I'l.uic Wiis a little td

jinililic ; licr (ninliirt nil'.Tiil -lull a haiiillc In ;;n--i|) tliut Mint
Haliniiidiii hail ivI'iimiI all Iht invitation.-.

('olli'\ illr"- frii'iiil, mil- 'riiiiilliiT. wa.-i si'iiinr ilraii^jhtiii^

rlrrk ill li'alriiiiilm'.- ntlirr; ami wliih' lir (w ciijii.'il [ireciM'l

the >anir iio-ilinii. Iii- laniT in thi' -rrviir liaij iircn i iit .".Imr

for llif .-aiiii- ivaxiii-. If aiiv mir kin'w ( 'ollrv illr. hi' kiu'\

'riinillirr. ami rl' r ii r^<'i. Ii liail .-u r.illm out that tin'

holli miiTiil ihc (illiic 111 ihi' .-anil' tiim'. ami llirir frirml-hi

aro.-c out of this i oiiuidcm r. I'lctty Mnir. Collcvilh' (so i

":i>* >-aiil ; nL-- tin' cln-k-) hail iml ri'|Mil.-i'il 'i'huillii'rV n^

siduitii',-. 'riiiiillirr".- uiff hail hrniiL'hl him no chihlnTi

'rimillicr. othcrwiM' 'iJcaii 'riiiiillicr." h.nl hicn a ladv-killi-

in hi,-; voulh. ami now \vas as idlr a- ( 'olli'\ illc was imiustrioii,-

•'ollrvilli- nut oiilv plawd th,' lii'.-t clarium't at the Opora
('oniii|Uc—he kept tnidi'.-nion's hooks in the niorniii;: hcforc li

wrnt to the ollicc. and worki'd \irv hai'd to hrinij up his faiiiil

alllioiii:h 111' did not huk inlliirini'. wihc. r";:ardi'(i iiini a

a vcrv shri'wd individual, and so mmh the more so hceatisc h

hid his anihitions iimlcr a si'tiihlaiu f inditTcrcmc. To al

appcaraniT hr was saii-finl uiili his lot; he liked work: h'

fonml ('\i'rvhiiily. even to the rliirfs tiiriii.-i'lvrs, iriclincd to aii

so hravi' a .-irm^Lrlr for a livi'lihood. Only rn-cntlv. witliii

till' last iVw davs in I'arl. .Mnii-. Collcvilli' had rcforniod ln'

way-, and .-ri'imd to hi- ti'ndiiijx towards ri'liLrioti; wlu'rcupoi

a riinior unit ahroad llii-iaiL.rh the olliccs that the ladv meant !>

hetakf hi-i'.-rif to the CoiiLrreiralion in .•^eanh of soiiit> iiion

eertain .-upjiort than the famous orator l-'ramnis Keller. ("

his inlliience hitherto had failed to pronire a ^^ood [)Iaee f"

I'olleville. Flavie had previously addn-.-ed her.<elf (it w.i

one of the ini-iakes of her life) to des I.upi'aiilx.

Colleville had a mania for readiii'' the fortunes of famou;
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Ic liy lliiif iiiiini-. lit' would ^jinul

riL' til' Ifltcr- li> (lis-

111 ;iMaj^raiii> iiim

,• iii(iiilli> in iirran.L'iiiu' an •rarr.iiiLn

Millie >^ii'iiiliram ! m tliciii

ivcrt'c 1 / /( ( 'iirsr hi /iI turn

W ,nc- ill' \'i;,'iii ni>, ranliii

I i> ri/r ill' son iitiin in

- II I itni iI{i. iiclh-irs nil

i:h
, iiislti lint in Catlianna lir Mnlui-

I ll.lllo (iiMir.-I till- AMm' who-.' liJL' llii-i'

I >7 /'M'7'' ;('•;

aiim-i'l ilii' I'Hi'

iiiiiri'L'iit' Ml nun h at the Ciiiiri nf l-iiui> M\ . All an,i

I- kiinwii til hi-liTv had -it ( 'cilli'villc winnli rinu'. Ili

in".- t'ali' ( an n\-i\
.1 ilic |ilav I'll wnnU iiitd a sciriuc ; a in

luiii ) W.i^ wnitin ill a jihra-r cniii |iii.-r(l III" I 111' Irl It'l'S

iia nu'. -ts Ir, anil titii- I'isi'i- -iiu'c Cliarl \. ranu' \>)

iln'niii' hr iiau ln'in Im-v w nil that iiiniiarcir.- anaLrrani.

1 ! ;iilli('r iiiaintaiiu'il thai an ana ;,Mani \va,- a inin in li'lirr-

Thiiillirr was ratluT ^'ivni

niii> nature, was ImhiikI Iiv a we

tci puns. ('iille\ ille. a man ut

ihle t'ra'inl--ii!t:ii inili>-iiii

til 'rhniUier. a i»attern nf an I'-m^i ! it was an insuliihh

Mi'iii. tliiin;.'h many of the elerk> e-.ji

..itimi that ••'I'hiiillier is well tu ilo. am

heavv iiurilen ul, truth 111 sav,

d to sUjiplelllent tllS sahl

-t. Men in liusiness u

I
i 'riiiiillier wmilil I'll iliiw

II in ttie eiiurivaru

laineil it hy the

1 Cdllev ille's family

'riiuillier wa- su|i-

rv hv leinliiii: inmiey mil at iii-

t'teii sent to a-k to >|ieak with him,

11 for a fi'W minute-" talk with

enhut tlie.-r inters '"W- "I'l'i' lllli leriak

ai enii n1 of his sister. .Ml Iniiliier. le frienil>hii)

Milidateil hv time was ha-eil ii|iiiii eseiiis ami attaeli-
I' 1- eon

ii"'!its that came aim it natnrallv enmi rh ; lull ihi' -tor\ 1 la-

;.Mven elsewhere/'- ami erilir- iniLdit eoiii|iiaiii

imis lenirfh of it if it wi'i'e n

nil while to point out that win

jirali'il. Mill. It !- Jierliaps

le a Lrreal ileal was known in

olliees a s to Mine. Colleville lile fieri -eareelv KIlknew

! there was a Mm
h a hiinleiisonie

'huillii'r. Colleville, the active man

familv of chililren, wa > fat. tloiirishiiif:.

,1 joliv ; will! huiUier. the -1)111 k of the I'jniiire." with his

ways and no ajiiiaivnt cares. wa< slender m figure

51,'ard. and almost nielaiu'hoiy t o lielio Id.

»Iu Lt.i I'etUs liounjoii^.
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"We do not know uiidlirr our rricnd:-lii]i> .-prin^ from our
uiilikfnr>s or likoii<\-.- to ciiL-li otlu'r.' I,',il)i,ur(liii would .,iv,

III ;illu>ioii III tlir |i,iir.

('Iia/rllc jiiid i'aiiiuiirr, in di-rct coiitrii^t to tlic Siam.-c
twiii>. unv aluiiy.- at war \nlli racli oiIum-. One of ili,.ni

•""i"ki'd, llic other took .-luiil'. ;iiid ihc jiair ijuar-dt'd iii-

(i'>sintlv ;i.- to the hot way of u-iiii;- tohacco. Oin' failiii'.'

''"iii'iioii ii, Inith made them oi|i!aII\ tiro-nnic to tlii'ir I'i'r,,v-

I'lci'k— they were |icr|)ct iia I Iv -(inalildin.: o\(r tlio co.-! nf

c-oinniodiiKs, the priic of .uTtri! pra,- or inackor.'l, the amounts
paid Iry th;'ir concau-iifs for h.il-. l,o.i,>. i;rAl>. umhrfihis tic?,

and ^io\r,-,. I'lach hra<,f-vd of h;^ n.-.v dixovcric-. and aiuays

l<<'P' '!"'" '•> hiinsolf. ('haz(!lc coiu'ctt'd ljook>clh'r"s pnij-

pcctu-rs and pictorial placai'd- ami dr-iLrn.~; hut lie iirvcr

suhM-nhrd to aiiythin-. I'aulmi.'r. ChazcHo'.- fdlow-chattcr-
i)o.\. umit once to the -real iMiirnit to conirratulate hini 'm
hrin.u'in.u- out h;)oks printed on hot-prr,-,-fd paper witli pnn'.iil

cov.n-<. and hade hiin pm'sev. iv in thi' path of inifn'ovemcnt.-

—and I'anhnier had not a hook m liis po:-M'>.-ion ! ('hazci!(>.

hein^ir lio:ipc( krd at hom.', n-iod lo -iM^ hini-i'lf indopcndfiil
airs ahroad, and .-upplied i'anlmirr uiili midh's^ ;,Mhes; wiiilf

I'aulmier. a l»acheh)r. fa^tld a- fre(pirniiy as \'inieu\ hiiu-

M'lf. and liis Ihreadharr (loihes and thiidy (hi-,irni.-ed poMTtv
furni-hed Clia/.elle with an uicxhauM ihh- IcM. Cha/.eile and
raulniier woro h.ih \isihly iiureasim: in \\ai.-t <rirt!i:

Chazelle's .-n„.ll, I'otund, pointed >toniach ! id the iin!>iidciice.

aceordin;,' to IJixiou, to be aiuay,^ lir>l. I'aulinier".- lllictnat. !

from n.iiiit to left ; llixiou had them measured ome or >o m ,i

<piartcr. IJoili wciv hotwceii tiiiriy and fortv. and hoth were
sullieiently \apid: they did nolliin^^ aftei' hours. Tlu'v were
specimens of your llioi'ou,i,dd)red tiovernmenl clerk

—

their

!)rains had hcen addled with seril)l)lin,u: and loiii:- continuance
ill the servile. Chazelle ii.-od to d,,ze over h.is work, wiiile the

P"n whiih he still lield in his hand marked his i)rr;ithinir.s

with liltir dots on the paper. Then Paulmirr would .-ay that

Chazells Wife. ua\i.. Jum no rest ar ni^'hi. And vJiazelle

would retort (hat I'aulmier had taken drug.- for foui momh.s



THF COVKKNNfFAT CI.KUKS

,|, lih >'\' liiin. Whrrtup 111 I'anliiiirr svniilil driiioiislratc that

( i;;;/rllc was ill the liaim nf niarkiii^r tli'' aliiiiiiiac uliiii Mine.

11,. .-Iiowrd hrr-rl* . .M:Mtlai:-a.it. i\v dim nf \va-^!^ll,^'
I

;

,,/l

:r ilirl V liucn in ,
^li'liMl tii:'"iiiii' jiartH-ular- >

r-\ \r Ulr at dlU' a i

::iiuTal ( niiU'iMj '

it their

ted-Uh']- '.!n' pair had wini a faii-iy-iiion

•] )u v-ii Mkc iiif I'lT a Chazcllc

a remark thai niu an ei;: '•• i wearisome di-eii-^iou.

M. I'niret junior wa- >o ea led to di.-tiii>nu.~h him from an

r hmiher wlm had hd'! I'.ie ser\ u i'. I'.nivi ,-e;iior hi

red \i) the Mai-.iii \aiii[iier. at which i>nardin;j,--h

r ne( a-iiieiiii \ (iiin •d, iiu-aiiiiiir likewi-e

iu>e I'liiret

to retire thither

. (hiy fur piiH.l. i'Miret junior had heeii tliiriv year^ in tlie

irinieiit. i-]verv a( ti"ii m» liie ]toiir creature's life was part

routine; Nature her>Il' i- more variahle in her revolu-

~. He alway- piil hi> tiling's in the same place, laid hi:^

o!i the same mark in the ii'rain of the wood, sat down in his

|i|.!ei' it the >aiiw hour, and went to warm him>elt at the

It till- san,' minuH'-. for hi- oiu' vanity consisted in

iirim:' an i iifal ,ihle watch, tlioiiuli he alwavs st

loek of ll le Ho tel de \il which he pa^-eti on

1 it ilaily 1)_

Ids wav

ir-u! Ihi' line (Hi Mart roi.

tv.een si\ a ml e!i:ht o"eliick in the mornin,Lr I'oirei made

ui> the \u,nK>

.\:iinine ; fron

d' a laru'e draper" siion 111 the 1 \ue Saiiit-

~ix to ei,i:ht in the evenm.u- lie a^L';iin acted as

in the Kue de> IJourdoii-Inntk-keeper to th.e tiriii of Camn.-ot

ii:ii-. in this wav he made an income (d" a thou>and crowns

:< vear. iiicliidiii.tr liis .-alary. I'.y this time he was within a

•
:: month- o[ his retirement upon a pension, a.id tlierejore

;i',iled olliee intri,i:ucs with much inditrereiice. i.'elirement

! Ill already dealt I'oiret senior his deathhe.w; :t;:d prohahly

-
'

I'll I'oiret junior ^ll0ldd no lon^^er he ohlij^cd t<> walk ilaily

M the iiue du Martroi to the olliee, to sit on !i'- chair at a

\:ihU- and cupv out docnir^eiits daily, he too would au'e very

I, ;icklv. I'oirel junior col!(>cted hack m.mhers ,,l' the

'•: nili'iir and of llie iieu>pajM'r to which the clerks -uh.-cribed.

II- acliie\ed this with a collector's enthusiasm. If a nuiiiher

M
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was ini-!,iit|. or if oiu' nf ili,' drrks to ik aw.iv a copv and
ror^'nt lu liriii;,' it liack a,Lrain, I'oirct juniur wvnt I'ortliwith

to llic i;cu -inijuT ollicc to a>k for another coin', and retiininl

(IcIiLrlni'd wiiii tlio (.a^hicr's pohtiaicss. lie always came in

contact uith a cliarniinjx voini'' fellow; ioumalists. acconliiif

to liini. Were |ilea>ant ami liltit' known people. I'oiret junj'ir

wa- a man of avera^v lieiu'lit, with dull eves, a feehle. color-

lev- e\pre--i(in. a tanned >kin [niekered into <:ray wrinkles

with >niail liliii>li .-pots ,-eattei'ed over lln'm, a -nuh noso. ami

a siMiki'ii nuMith. in wliieli one nv two hail lei^ih still lini^'end

<in. 'rhiiilliir u-ed to say tliat it was u^ele^-s for I'oiret to

look in tile mirror, heian^e he had lo-t his eve-t(>eth.* Ili>

|im,L'. thin arm- teianinated in \i<r^ haml> without anv pp-
tcn>ioii to wliitenos ; his ^rav hair, flattened down on liis head

\>y the piv--iire of Ins hat. uave him something.'- of a clci'ieal

appearaiiie : ,1 I'l'.-enihlanee the less W(dcomc to him. bocaiise

tiion::h he was not a!)le to L^-ise an aeeoimt of his rcdiiii'HH

opiiMon-. he hated pi'ii -t^ and eeelesiastics of everv sort, and

description. 'This anlipatli\. Imwrver. dii] not jir. voiit him
from feidinL' an extreme altaidiment for the (Jovernmcnr.

whatever it miuht 'tappen to he. iv.eii in the verv cidde-t

weather, i'oiret m ^ r hultem'd hi- old-fasiiioned ,irreatcoat.

or Wore any hut hieed dioes ,,r lda(k tron-er<. lie had Lfojic

to tlie -ame shops for tliirtv yeai's. When ins tailor died, lie

a-ked f.ir ha\e to lto to the funeral. sho(d\ hands at the

Lrra\-e<ide with tlu- man's son. and a—ured liim of Ins enstoin.

I'oirei wa- on frieinlly tirms witii all liis trade-nuai : lie teok

an intere-t in their alVair-. (dialled witli »hem, iistcmed to

(lie tale of their iTricvaiiees. and paid promptly. If lie iiad

oecasion to write to make a (dianu'e in an order, iie ol)si'r\e(!

tile utnc^-t eeivmotiy. datiuLr tlie letter, and he<rinniii<x with

"Monsieur" on a s('|nirate line: tlien lie took a rouirh ciipv,

and kept it in a pa-Iehoiird cast\ lahidcd "Mv ( "orre-poiideiiee,"

No life eoiild he iiiiu'e I'let lioilicai. I'oiret kept every

• /''ir. / >ji('i! 1,1 V, Tiiiinit jiHf ilf'I'ui!' ('If ilnitf). Ilcrr. as in iiiniiv ntliiT inetaiiO'S,

it is only ixi-siMr l.).<iii!.%'-st in Iho Knplisli version lliat a pun lias lit-vn maiii' in the

l-YciHh. -Tr.

S't.
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[,,. iplcd Iiill. .iiwrvcr ;-iii;ill llic ;iiiiMiiir, ; and all liis private

,1 ...inii iiiHik.-. wiw iiy year, >iiui' Ih' came int" thi' ulliii',

v>. !• pill away in j)apur covrrs. i!r iliiied for a ti\ril -mn jirr

iiiMiiih at till' >aiiH' caiiiiLC-liniiM' (ihc ^i;,^l (if the SinLiiiri

i\i'\ III till' riacc dii (iialrlcl). and at the sainr talili' (the

!> used to ki'i-p hi> p!a( 1' U>v liiiii) ; and a- lie ni'Ncr 'MVl!

/ (i'lhlcii Cdiduii. till' faiiiniis Hilk-tiirn-iT's (•^tallli^lH^l'Ilt,

,M inuili as live niiniiir- innrc ihan the due time, lie alway:^

y, ,;, tird tile Ca t'l'' i )avid, till' iiio.-t faiiinus cafr in the (^liiartcr,

.' linlf-pa:-t ('i.Lrlit, and >Iay((l iIutc till eleven n"c|iKk. lie'

I'lir thirty yeai's, and

t half-past ten : listc Iwj; to

iiii.l freipirnled that cafe liki'.vj

|.:;!:i i nal Iv tiiuk liis li<tniriiisr at half-|

i!,i political discii-^ions with lii> arm- ero-.-ed on his walkinj,^-

.-!.rk. and his chin on hi- riuht hand, hiii he ne\er took part

11! ihi'iii. The lady at the dok \va> ihe one woman with

u "III 111' liked to convcrM'i to her ear- he confidid all the

hull' cvinl- of his daily i'\i>leiice, for he -at at a tahle (dose

ii.-;dc hef. Somi-linie> he would play at dominoes, the one

_':i;ni' that he had iiia!;a.L:''d to Icarii ; Imt if his partners failed

ii .:jiprar, Toiret wa- oira-ionally M'eii to do>c. with hi.- hack

,i-.iiii-l the panel-, while the newspaper frame in his hand

-;i '\ dow II on the >hili hefore him.

i'l'iret took an interest in all that went on in I'aris. lie

1 Sundav in !"okin>r round at huildin<rs in ( onrse < f

'-t riict ion ; he would alk to the iieiisioiier w lio sees at m
roes in>ide the lioardiii.es. and fret o\er the dejav-. tin

of moiie\ or of hiiildiini material-, and other oh-tacle^

u! ; lie wav ot the areiiitec lie was heard \' ) saw have seen

l'' i.oiivi'e rise from its ruins: I saw the lirst he^ri linings of

Place (111 Chatclet. the (,Miai aii.\ Fleurs. and the Markets."

W' and hi> lirotiu'r were horn at Troyes; their father, a clerk

<
; a farmer of taxes, had sent them both to I'aris to learn

a (iovernmetit otlice. Their mother hroiiirlil\'.'".v liiismess in

ilorioiis li fe to a disa-t rolls h)-e ; lor tlie i)rothers learnei

;heir sorrow that she died in ilie Inojiital at Troyes. in spiti

reuiient reniittanee: .\nd not niereh did ihev vow then

ai"i there iievi r to niarrv. Init held cliildren in ahliorreiue

J
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ilicv ciiiild ni't I'nl ,i; I'lisc wiili ilicm; they . .red iliciii nnv
;i> dtlici'- nii;:hl IV;ir luiuilics. .-ind >crutiiii/i'il iIimii u it

lui^L^i:.-!!'.! cM's. l)!'ii(li:('rv Imd (tusIkmI nil I he lilc out n|' i!ni

lidtli in i>nlii'r't Liiiilft"s tiiiii'. 'I'lic ( iiivcnuiiciit li;id tn

Irt'.-ilid tliciii jii>tl_v, hut thov thoti^^dit tlu'tn.-clvcs lucky to ktr

their i,i :id~ on their ;-houldei>. ;nid onlv ^^'Uiiihled botwce

lhelll-ei\e- al the illi,M'ill it ude of the ad 111 i II i.-l IMt ioU— for lilt

had "orL'.MHZed " the 'Ma.Mlimiir' ! Wlieii llie hefore-liiei

tioued li'iek \va> jihiyed iijinn I'iiellioii. and his fanim

^eiiteiiee ua^ taken to liahoiirdiii for correct ion. I'oiret too

tile draiiLihlii'Li-elerk a.-ide into the corridor to >ay, ^ m

may l)e sure. >ir, thai I opiioMi] it with all uiy might."

I'oii'et had iie\er hi ell oul>ide l'ari> since lie came inl

the city. Hi' hcL'^ni from the llr>t to keep a diary, in uiiii

he >et (Mit tlu' jirincijial cNcnts of the day. !>ii ilriiel to]

liiiii that liyroii had done the >anie: the coni|iariso!i ove

whelmed l'(nret willi Joy. and induced him to hiiy a copy i

('ha^topalli's translation of I'.yi-oirs works, (d' which he in

dcr>toor| not a word. At tlic o|]ice he was often seen in

melancholy attitude; he looked as if he wei'e meditatii

decplx'. hut his mind wa.- a hlank. lie did not kno\\- a siiiir

mil' (d' iii> fcdlowdoil^cr.- : lie went almut with the key of li

room in his pockets. (»n .\ew Year's |)av he left a cai

liimself on ever\' clerk in the di\ision, and paid no vi-it

Otice. It was in tiie do,u'-days, llixiou took it into li

licad to urrease the insiilt' of I'oirct's hat with lard. Poir

junior (he was tiieti llfty-two years of a;.'c ) had uorn li

liat for nine wiiole years; i^ixiou had never seen him in at

oilier, iiixiou liad dreamed of tlie hat of ni,::hts : it was hefo

liis eyes wliile he ate; and in tlie intei-i'~is of his di^t^estie

lie maile up hi- mind to rid the otlice of the unclean tliin

I'oiret junior went out toward- four o'clock, lie went 1:

way tliroueh the .-treet^ of I'aris. in a tropical heat, for t;

sun's ray- were retlected hack ai:ain from the walls and t

pavement. .Suddenly he f(dt tiiat ins head w.as streamii

with per-|iir;!t ion : and lie sehjoni per>pivi(l. l>eeinin_ir tli

he was ill. or on tlie verjie (d" an illne,->, lie went home inste:
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rial ring to till' Sii'lnini Cnlf. took (uit his diarv, and made
owing I'liliT :

11.- (lav. .lul V .)r(l is-j;'). ^urprisfd 1)V an unacconntable

j.> r-|iiratioii, i)<i>~il)l\ ;i ,--yiii|iioiii of the sucating sickiif:

iiMlailv

Miilrv.'

pt'ciiiiar in < 'liaiii|iai.Mi liicimo to coiL-ult Dr.

ImiM felt the attack liy the Quai dT: <_•('

(Icniv. a> he wmtr liarcliradrd, it stnirk him that tho

i-cd -wcat arose from soiiu,' extc'rnal ca ii.-i', \l (' winet

ii,:.tfiiaiic-(' and oxamincd \u> liat ; linl ho did not von! iiro

undo the lining, and could make notliiiig of it. Subse-

'!ilv he madf anolhci' entry in the diarv:

Took the hat to the .Sieiir 'roiirnan, hatter in the i{ lie

i-.Martin ; M'einir that 1 ^u^IH(•t t lat >om(.'thini,'' el>e causei

-weat. whic-li in that ease would imt he a <\\eat at all. hut

.]> the .'IT

Mllv made
et of an addition of Mune kind. more or less

M. Tollman immeiliati'lv detected the ])resence of a fatty

, -iaiice olitaiiied hy distillation I'r.im a hog or sow. and

Hied it out to Ins customer. I'oiret departed in a hat

t my M. Tollman till the new one should he ready for

; hut heftu'e ho went to bod ho added another sentence to

- diary :

it has been ascertained that my hat contained lard, other-

..-e hoir".s fat."

riie iiioxplicahie fact occuj)ied I'oiret's mind for a fort-

::iit ; lio ni'Ver could understand how the phenomenon had

•I brought ahmit. There was talk at the oilice of showers of

^:- and other canicular portenis; a portrait of .Napoleon

d boon found in a elm-tree root; all kinds of grotes(|uo

' aks of natural hi.-tory crop[)td up. \'imeu\ toid hini one

y ihat he, \'imeu\. had had bi> face dyed idack by his hat,
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iind ;i(li|r(l that InitliTs Mild tfi'ril)lf ira-li. I'dirct went vrv-

iTiil tiiiir- aflcr tii.-it In Sidir 'riiiiriiaiiV to rca^surt' his iiiiinl

a- 111 thr priMcv^o (if !iiaiiiil'a(i\in'.

'I'licrc was yet annthcr clerk in liahoiirdiirs ollicc. Yliis

|ii'i-.-niiaLri' a\nuiMllv liail tlir coiii'a'^r (if his ii|iininns. profc-M'il

the poliiic- .if ilic l,r|'i Cent:'-, and wnrkccl liimsclf into iri-

diLMialiiiti nvcr tlic iiiiliirky uliitc slavt\~ in IJaudovcr's iillicp,

lid a'Min.-l llial -vnt iiiiian"^ tyi-aiuiy. i'"lt nrv upcnlv lunk

111 an ()|i|iii-ili<in ,-Iiim1. wmv a uidr-liriniiufd -:ray fell !i;it.

hliic irnii-i r~ witii I'rd >iri|ii'>. a iiliu' \vai>tc<iat adnnicd with

^:ilI liiiniin-. and a dniililc-lirra-lrd .iviTcuat thai iiiadi^ liim

lonk liki' a i|iiariiriiia-tiT in tlu' .iri'ndariiicric. His principles

rctn-iiiird uii-liaki'ii. and ihr adniinistratinn ncvcrlhclcss ii

1 1 11 "I'd t.i I lllpl<i\ hini. ^^l he pnip!ir>iid r\ il I if the (IcViTl

iiii'"' if II pi'i---i~ti'i| in niixini: pnlilic- and rcli--ion. II.

niaiji- iin -nrcl nf hi,- prcdilcct mn fur Xapoicdn, f-pciiailv

sinif llir ureal man'- dcalh made a dead letter kI the law

ayaiiiM all parti-an- nf the "nsiirper."" Fleiirv, e^x-i-aptain uf

a re.einie!!! >]' the hue under the l-linper-ir. a tall. fine, dark-
liaireil felliiu. was a niuiii'v-taker at tlie ( 'inpie-()lvin[)ii|Ur.

Hi\imi had never indiiliicd in a (arieatiirc of liiin ; for tin'

roneli trn(i|iei' wa> nut only a very ^ood .-.hni and a lir^t-rafe

sworiNnian. hut he nppeaivd eapalde of LToinL' td hrntal ex-

tremities upon occasion. I-"ieury uas a zealous suh>cril)cr to

I icl'Jirts el Ci.injiiifrs : hut he (K'clined to pay, and kept the

i>sues as -hey app a.red. liasiiiir his refusal >ipon tlic fact that,

the Miiniher >tated in the prospectus had heen exceeded.
He uorsliiped M. lialjdurdin. for M. Rahmirdin had in-

terfered to >ave iiiin from ilismi>>al. A remark once o-^caped

the ex-warrior, to the ellVct that if anything:- should come lo

M. h'ahourdiii throujxh anyiiody else. lie. Fleury. would kill

that some one cl-e: and Duloci] ever since went in sucli fear

of Meury. that he fawiad u[»iin him.
Fleury was overl)urdened with dehfs. lie played hiscreditors

all kinds of tricks. Beinj: i>xpert in the hnv. he never hv anv
chance put hi- name to a hill : and as lie himself had attached
Ills salarv in the tiaines of lictitiou- creditor-, he drew prt'ltv

nearly the whole of it. He had formed a vcrv intimate con-

*
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tidii with a >u]M'i- :i 1 ill.' l'orli'-S;iiiit-M:ii-liii. and liis furni-

]\ llHAcd l(» lUT IliiUX', So lir |il.l\( iii'ti' jii\(iii,~iy,

Ii;iriiic(l Mirial ^MlluTin.L'.- \\itli In- taN'iil>: lie rduld

ull' a ,L:la>s nf cliaiiiiiaunr at a draiiLrlit uillioiit inoistcii-

s l>v licart. His
I'l' and he knew all lii-ran-tT s M>n^r

ua- ^liil line and Miiii.|-nii> til' alJDWcd U In lie ~rv\] tlull

linnH I of it. Ill- tlirrc irivat iiirii v.cfc Xapnli.ilfon.

\[\.iv. ami r)('i-aii;:;cr.

i
, I II jii\cil his cstfi'iii.

Vi>\\ l.atlittr. and <'a-iniir Hidas i,<:ne

l-'l.Mir\. a- \Mii i;iir>-. ua^ a man of

nil ; he \\a- pn'tt\ >iiiv \n rvA a> thr rc.-|inii.-il)lc editor

>uw LihiTiil ])a|H'r.

ii-M-ov> was till' m\>trrion> man of tlic division, llr ruhlird

iid.'i> with no one. t.ilkfd Imlc aiid hid hi- lit'r >o -iic-

-''lilv that no one knrw wlinv lir livrd.norlmw he lived. imr

iifotecl >rs were, ^eekmi: a rea-on tor thl> -lli'llee, some

I)e>roys was one of the Carhonari. and -ome that he

OrleaniM : -o-ue -aid that he was a ^|iy, others that he

I deep indiviuual Hut l)e.-rovs was sim .Iv tl le .-on oi a

r (d' the CoiiNeiiiion who ha ,1 noi voted for the kin^

Keservei I and cold l.v tem|ieraim-iit. he had formed hi

oncdusions of the world, ami lookt'd to no one

Kepiihliean in -eeivi. an admirer i

iiut himself.

t" Paul l.ouis Coiirter.

friend of .Michel Chiv-t ienV. he wa< waitiiiiz- till time

liie majoritv should hrinic alxnil the
lie eomllloll-sen.-e o

ih of hi- ]i(diii.ai o|)inions m hiiro|l']iiro;»e. Whend'on

Ireams were of ^'ounir (iermanv am 1 ^'oiini,' Italv. Ili^^

-welled hi'di with that iiniiitelli::eiit colle

1

•live afl'eetion

-[leeie-, which niii-t he railed "hv;"! nitariani-iii. cU

Id of a d(d"nnet i.hiloso])]i\-. an aiVeclion whiidi \>

ivme eharit V ot the Catholic ndiirion as -teni is to art.

a-oiiiii'' h to effort. This I'onscientions jioliiical Tiiri-

ihis aposili- ol an iniiio--ini(> .i|uality. re;'ri •tted that

;rv for( him lllti! the service o f the (ioverninent ; lie

irviiiLT to uet employment in some coach ot^ice. Lean and

nrcisv and serious, as ;i man may he expected to be if

c|- that he may he calleil upon souk

the ^M'cat ohjei

17

da V to .uMve his liead

t of his life. Desroys lived on a page of

s-^f
i
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X'ulnrv. >tuili'(! St. .lu-t, n'i'l \\:i- (ii^M;.''r.l iipnu ;i rdialnlila

tion "if li'nlii ,~pirrrc, ((in.-nKiril ii> a cuiil iiniri- <A' the wurk of

Jesus Clirisl.

Oiif ni(ii-c ain(in<,' tlir.M' ])rr~<n).-iL:r^ ilr~,'rvc> a .-tmk.' or

tui) nf ihc iiciuil. 'I'lii.- is lilt If la l>illar(lii''n'. l'"ur lii,

iiii.-l'oi-niiic \u' hatl |ii,-l lll^ iii.illuT. lit' had iiiliTcM uiili

the iiiini.-tcr; \\<' ua- cN'nipt rnnii the roii^'li and ready t rmt-

incnt thai he >hiniM have rei. ived I'ruin "In I'I'K i -li'iii'hiii' r ;

iiiid all llie iiiiiii-lenal .-alnns were e|ieii to him. l-Aenhody

lint,..-ted till' \niitli \'',y his i!i-(i|ellee and cniieeit. Head- of

dejiiirtliK lit- were ei\il t(i llilll. hilt tile elefk.- had jUlt llllll

heV.Old the ji.-lle 1,1' o,„,,l frl low -h, j ]
) With a eTote-i|lle ]

|( .1 i t I'liesS

iiueiited r.ir hi- heiielit. Little la llillardieiv was a tall,

slim, wi/.eiied \oiitli of t wo-aiid-t went V. with the manner- ot'

an Iviu-Ji-hinaii ; hi- dai'ilv"- air- we re an atlVoiit to I lie .iiV;,. .

ll|. cjme In It >e,iiled aild elirlei!. willl impeeeallle eoll;ir- aiul

jirimrn-e-( ol.ireil elo\e-. ••iiid a eon.-taiitly reiiewei] hat lining';

hi' eari-Hil an e\e-la>-; he hreakfa-ted at the Palais 1'm\;i1.

A veneer of lILIIlIler whiell did not seem alto^r,.!)),.]. to hek.ii^f

1,1 liMii t-..\,ivd hi- natural -liipiiliiy. lieiijamin de !:i

I'.illardiei-e had an e\eelleiit opinion id' liim-eH': he had every

ari-torr,it ie d^ I'fii. and no eorre-pondinu' ;i'raee-. He telt

.pijte .-lire of lieini: ••-omehody."" and had ihoii^diis of writm,-'

a hook ; he wmild .u'ain tlie Cro-- as an aiulior and set it down

to hi- lidniiiii.-lrative talents. So he eajoled Hixioii with a

\ iew to exploitiiio' llllll. hill as yet lie had not ventured to

hroaeh the -iihjeet. Tliis iioiile heart was waitin,ix impatiently

f,,f the death of the father who had iiul lately heeii made a

haroii. "'I'he Chevalier de la l>illardiere" (so his naiiit' aii-

peared on hi- card.-) had \\\< ariiioi-ial heariiii:> framed ainl

liunu- up at the oiliee. to wit. siilili\ two sword- saltire-wi-c

on a ehief ii:iir,\ three >tar-. and tlie motto: .v TOf.iori:-

riiii:i,i;. lie had a craze j'or talkin.i,' of lieraldry. Once !u'

a-ked the voini_r N'ieonite de I'orleiiduere why hi- aniii^ wt ri'

hia/oned tliii-. and drew down upon himself tlu' iii'ut reply.

"It .va- unv.f of my doin;,'." Litile la P>illardiere talked

iniuli of hi- de\oiion to the Monarchy, and of the Dauphiuess'
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'r;u in|i>iic>> 111 tilili.

.n|M.iiil\. II 'irll lilr:ikt,l-ti'i| U I

liTlll* Willi <lcs

lii hiiii. iiiiil l)i'lic\t'<l llial lit'

\\i\~ nil \t'r\

l.iiji. auh. u;i^ In- fiiniil. r.iMnii, pii-iii;4 ;i,- li

I'
,|' ri(li|iiii:' llii' ili\ i>iiiii. ;iiiil ! niMi ' likru i-'

iiiiMiInr. \\;\i

if ti 11'

\niniL;' (11 xcniiili I IV |iluiiLriii;r 111 111 iiilii ill~-ili:il mil il II ; ;IIhI 111' liniili'

Un -rl I'l'l i'\' III.- Illlrllllnn.-.

li wriT liir |iniiri|ial ri;,Min'> in la IlilLinlii-iv'- divi-ini^Ul

.nil' iitlli'I'^ llirl'i' VMTi -nil - u hill I iiiiiri' 111'

I'n, .,. i\|,('- 111 lialiil> nf 111'- nr iiiipi'.iraiiri r.ainli

appriiariu'ii

iNi'T "^ Dllict'

.i-ii-il \aniiu> cxaiiiiilr- nl ll|i> lTi'MII-- I li rk in liiviT- lialil-

i;,.;i'r(i. cliilK iiiorlaN. Willi I i-aim- wi II wailiii'il rniiiiil with

liiinii'l. 'I'lu'-f iniiivnliial> carriril ilinrii--l uk-. v.nrr lliivaij-

i.iri' I'lutlif.-. ami never wm' m'.'ii uiiliniil a;i iiinlin'lla. TIu'V

niii'il a^ a mil', on nltn II'-. ai'i 1 ciillivaMl ll iwrrs at

ikiii !u'i;:lit. Clerk- iif llii^ tvpr rank liall'-vay lirlwci'ii the

,il,.i- ;iii(| ihc nnilv arii-a;i: ilnv are Imi> I'ar
i-lHTiiU- |i

M-iii the ai|iiiiiii-lrali\c ci'iiliv In Impi' I'm' any pnininl mil

!,at-iii'\i'r ; llirv are pawiH iip'Mi the liiireaini-atie <-hi'—hnanl

11 their llini entiles In en ii 1 iriiai'il. tlieV rej.ilee t'l ;_'et a

a\\a\ i'rniii the nlllee. i here i> imthinu' that tiiev wil

I .111 fur extras, llnw thev e\i-t at all their vei-y eiiiphniTs

iihl he |)ii/./.le(l to say. their live- ai'e an imliel ineiit a-ainst

State that a>-iireilly eaii.-es the nii-ery hy aeeepirn.i:- such

..nditmn of thiii.L^s.

At .-iL'-ht of their >ti-anp' faees it is liai'il to ileeiile uhether

-e (piill-heariiiLT iiiaiiiniaU hecoiiie ereluinu,- at their ta>k.

uhether, on tl iher haiul. they wmihl never have nmler-

•n It 1 f thev hail not heeii, to MJiiie extent, eniiii fy mi

liviile tl
nil. Perhaps .\atniv ami the (iovernnieni may t

-jinnsihility hetv.em them. -Villap'r-." aeenriliiiL.'- to an

known writer, "are suhinitted to the intluemrs of at-

i-pherie eomlitions ami ^nrroiimiinu' eireiini>laiiei'-. Thev

no I seek to explain the fail to them-eUes. 'I'hey art' in

h their natnral siirronniliiigs. SIiianncr iilentifieil with

1 i!npercei>tihly the ideas and way^ o." feelin^ix n wakened. Iiy

we surroundin'-s will |.ermeati' their hiin.L'. and eonie to

.. surfaee of thi'ir lives, in their personal appearam-e and in
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lllrir Jicl inli-, \\\\]\ \:il-i,-|| ion- i'o|- i';n-ll i lnl I \ nl ll;i I nr;,';nil/:l!lnn

;iin! tiiii|MTjniiM!t. AikI lliii-. if ,imv -tinlcnl I'itI- ;ittrartn|

to till- lilllf kitnuu iiihl I'niiirul li' III of |ili\>iM|nLM<';il ini|uirv,

uliii h iiichiiii,- till' rlTc'i t>^ |)rii(liiii'ii l,\ ixtiTiuiI ii;itiiriil ii^'i nN
ll|iull l|ll|Ii;lll clllllMi'liT. I'mI' hiiii llii' silhiui^- liii-nnics i| ||l"^r

iiitdv-liiiLr iiii'l t ru-!\\nrl liy liunk.'" lint fi,|- ili,. ciniil'.vi'.

Xaliifc i- ri'|ilai'i'il liy llir <>\'. <
\

]\'\< linrixnii i- ImmiiiiIi'iI iiji'in

all Mile- liy Lii't'i'ii pa-li Imaiil i:i--i<. i"nr liim at iii(i-[ilicric in-

llui'Uci'- iiiiaii ilic air nj' ilic (iir'riil'ii'-. ilir ~tiiir\ al iiiii~|i||iri'

of iiii\ I'll! ila!''i| roiiiii> wlicfi' ini'ii arc (ImuiIiiI |m'_;ti lirr' ; a!;i|

tin' odur of paiiir ainl i|iiilN. A lln.ir nf |,;ir.' hrick- nr

Iiai-i|iiit ry, lir-iiTwn wiih ^iimh-c lilicr. a'ld l»',|iriiikli'i| |'r..ia

till' Mil --(iiLTr",- \\a!criii;^-can. i> tin' mtmc of liis lahors : iii>

t-k\ i- I lie rrililiL'. to U llirll lli< \ a W 11 - i'ri' ai !i 1 1 r>-''il : hi- rlr-

iiiriit i~ ilu-l. 'I'll!' aliMM' ri'iiiark- on tlir xillaLfi'i' iiiii:ht liavc

lii'iil nil alll I'-'l' ihi' ( ji'l-k -. Ilr Ini) i< ••iili'iii itlrir" wiili Ilis .-iir-

roiiiiilinL''>. 'i'lii' ^llll M-ai'ii-ly ,-liiiii'S into tlir liorriil ik n-

kiiow II a-^
I

III 111 ir iiillci'- ; the I liiiikinLT jiowrr- of tlirir occupants

arc >t rictly ciiiifiiicil to u inoiiMtuiioii- roiiml. T'lci r protot\
i"',

till' mill-lior-i'. yawn- liii|.-ii\i-|\ o\rr mhIi wor'k-, ami caiiimi

^taml it for IomlT. Ami >iiiii' -i-vcral Icarin'il iloilor- -I'c ria-

son to liirail till' clTcrts of >iii|i liall'-liai-haion-, lial f-civili.'< ''

snrroiiiKiJni:- nprni the mental con-tit uiinii of liiimaii liciiiL.'-

]icnl ii|. anioMLr tlii'in. Kahoiinlin -nrdy \\a- profoumllv ri^'ht

wlicn III' |>!'opo-cil to cut il. .11 the iininlicr of the -talF. ami

.•i>kc(l for hea\y salaries am! liaid work for them. Men are

not horeil when tlicy have irrcat tIiiiiL''s to i\>.

As LTo^ernment o|1ii-es are at pre-ent con^t iinted. four hour-

out of the nine which the clei'k- ari' sini|io-ei| to irive to the

State are wa-ti il. a> will pi'esently he <c{'u, over talk-,

anccilotcs. ami s,pi;i!ih!es, ami. more than all. over ollicc in-

triLT'ic-. ^'oii ill) not know, unless you frei|uciit <xovcrnnicnt

ollic(-;, how much the clerks' little world rescmhics the worM
of school : the similarity sti'ikcs you wherever men live to-

frether; and in the army or the laws-fourts you find the school

fiffain on a rather larLTcr scale. The hodv of clerks, thus pout

up for cieht hours at a stretch, looked upon the nlTices as



Tni: (;(»vi-,u\\ir.\r ri.i.uKS 'j<;i

.-roiir IIS in uiiiih a rrrlain aini'unl --.1I!< IIMWt !)•t \>-

The ina-lci- nti i!u!\ l!|r,| ill- hrad nl' tl

I i -inii : f\t ra )iav \"<<k

.\ aiu;iv> frll td l'a\iirii(

(.iiHhut iin/.is.

r. anil v(

ni'ni. cNi'ii M>

'I'll!', tra-iMi ami 'li -liki''! i-m\\

,1' -MiM|-l'cl!i.\v-!ii|i aiiiMii;; tlifin

ll v.,|~ innl.'r llia!l llir rlHIH- I'' '''1 1 11;,' ill il

1 ilin-c \\a^ a -I'l't

iiiriit : aiK 1 ill ihi' ri'i:Mii(iit, a;.:ain. i

airKiiiLT >ctiiiii|iiM\ -.

<>\>< witll 111- ''Vn\\\

A- a mail aihaiu''- in IM''.

ll ami -larkr'' - the -«( nmlarv

I i- iiiit Ml >tr"ii,;: iH

r:.'i)i-m

lie-; of

1 mil. What I- ail ,lli,.|.. ill -Imr'. Kill a \\ny\i\ in iniiii:i-

,.|,1 u iili it- iiiiai' ,,initaiMr ItvaU-. i

lia

-a wii

in-d-. It- ciiw am

il- rririHl-lii!

I'ldnt ? I hrlr, l(Mi

ml. ami (-l>iniiap' llial m\

1
|_fii', li. il (.ml innal iiin\cmriit to

i- ihc h-lit talk llial make- many a

!•!• CCI-I

\i ilii> iiarliciilar moment Hie whole (li\i-ioi

\1 !, HaroM <le la r.illanli.Te wa- >liaki ii li> an

n lt(ail><l liy

\i raordimirv

ilioii ; ;iml. imleed, eomill;: (
veil!- flllU Jll-li(ii'il tin

,lemei't. lor head (lis i-ion- <lo iio! ll',!' \erv iia\ ; •iin

itiui) can caleiilate the prtiliMliili-
ililme lli-iir:iliee a-soei

,r life ami death with more ^auMiHv than a o\er;im< nt

In e-overiimen 1 clei'k-. as in eliiMren.

\es no roo

oil.

Ill for |>ily; Itut the clerk has hyiHMri>v iii iu

^e!t'-illten'st

1-

Towanls (ii.dit o'clock {'.amloyerV >talV \\ere lakini: their

wlicreas Kahoiiniin'- .lerk- had M-an elv heL'iin to put

at nine: and vei the work wa- done niiieh
an appearance

• re (piicklv in the latter oliiee

:- ,if \]\< own for arrivini: earlv.

I> nloeii ll ad weiLThtv rea-

'\ati' o

; of co])\i

nice the niir

He had -tohn into tlic

lit hefore. and detcicd Sehasticii in ttio

nu' old paper- f(ir liahoiirdin. lie liad hiiM en

and walcheil Seha-tieii isn out without the pniMTs;

f tlmliiiL'- a i(deral)lv Inilky roiiLdi draft
then. teeliiiLT >iire o

d the fair copv. he had liiinie.] thron-h one pa slehoard f-iise

T another, till at la-1 he found the terrihle li-^t. Iliirrym<:

av to a litlioL'rnplier's c-^tahlishinent, lie liad Iwo imi»res>inns

the slicet taken otT with a copviiiL'-pre-s and in this way

,.;,„„, possessed of Uahoiirdin's own handwriting, 'riicn.
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III

uc.-' 'iiii; tinv i:i:NMi;\r ti.i:i;Ks

til hrcM'iit >ii,-|iM Hii'. hi' uiiii 111 llic I'liiii' ilir lii''t thin;.' lii

tli<' iiinrniii;,' .•iimI [mii iln- imii;.'Ii (Ir.ifl li.n k in tln' i;i>c.

St'liii.-Iirii liaii >lii\iil till rnnliiiL'liI m lln' If"'' l'u|iliut. In

spite nl' llis (lill;:iilc 1 . Ii:il|cil \\;|- In fulrll:! ml uitll lillil.

llatn-il ilwrjt ill till' l.'iK' S.iiiit Lmiii- Saint- 1 Inn, .re'', whcna.')

(IcMitinn li\til in till' liurilu li'ui I'iir. m liir M.ir.ii-. I'alHiiir-

(liii wa- III t'c'l till- ill'fi t
111' llial trivial il.lav tiiriiii;,'li tlic

rc>t lit" lii> lit'i'. Si'lia-l ii'ii Iniiin •! in ii|irii tin' i a-',, found all

in nrdir. nnd Im krd up tin' fuii.irli dral't and uniiiii-lii'd cnjiy

in llis ( llirl".- t\v-k.

On a iiKifiiin;.' Inward- tlu' iMid nf I In cnilirr the li;;lit Is

ii-uall\ dini: in mir nilii cs. mdiid, tlii'\ iifini \Mirl\ li\ laiiip-

li^dit until ii'ii ii'i link. Sm S.'lia-t it'll dnl nut nnti'i' tin' mark

nf till- stum nil thr pa
^

ii -f : 1 Ml t at half -pa-t iiiih', w Iumi IJahmir-

dm innki'd rln-i'|\ at lii- draft, lir ,-a\^- that it had hriii .-iih-

rn it ted In -I III in ( iip\ I
112' pl'nri-- ; Iln \\ a - till' ninrc I ikrlv tn Ml'

thn train.- Ill' tlln -lah. Iini;|ll-n nf hltn he had linnll inllcll ill-

ti'fn>tid 111 ('\pnriinniii - in litlinLrrapliN , t'nr Im tlmii'dit that a

prn-> miiiiit dn till' wnrk 'A' a cnpx in.ir-cli'rk.

i.'aliniirdiii snatnd liiiii-nir ill hi- (hair. So dnnply was hi'

ah>.irlind in In- ri'lln tmii-. that Im Innk llm tni;;:s and h<';.MFi

t(i liiiild up the lim. 'rimn. ( iirinii> tn kn.nu into uliat lianiU

lli> x'lrnl had fallen, he -e;it hu' Si'ha-t ieii.

"Ihd aii\ line (•nine tn thenlliei' hefiife yiill ?
"

"Ve-: ^i. I»iltn<i|.""

"(Inuil. lie i- piinetual. Seiid .Xntniiic to rnc."

Hahniirdin wa- Ini. nia.Lii'anininus tn (aii:-e Sehastien need-

less di>tre.-- h\ rejirnaehiiiL: hiiii imu that the iniM-hief was

dmie. lie -aid nn iimre aliniit it. .Vntniiie eaiiie. liahnunliii

asked if aii\ nf the clerks had -laved afler fmir o'elnek mi the

prevmus dav. Antniiie said that M. |)iitiHi| had .-tayed even

later than M. de la l.'nehe. Ihihnurdin iindded, and resumed

the eiuirse nf his relleetions.

''rwiie I have prevented his di.-nii.-sal,"" he said to himself,

"and this i- uiv few ard I

Imif llahniirdin that nioriiini: was tn l,e the sulemn crisis

Alien j-'reai captains decide upon a haltle after weigiiiiig all

III*
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(nIl>C<|Ui'Ill<'S.

•|Mf.-; lie

-jih'llil.l,"' "

, lliicilbl l\ :

W.I- pl'l'

N.i uiir 111 tttr knew till' uiiUMT of tlu'

fritlv iiwaiT tliMl iiiiMliiiiK rfsfiiibliiij,'

,r t;llc-trlllIl.L' I- II" It""'''
I''

'I'll.' 111,111 lli^il ' :hi

ll'(

Irll t.ll

iniii .1 l.v ili'i-k- tliiin I'v

III iu> ( iiiir.inr- 1-

n; -izr.irn I, ruim tl. iiiiil liMilnriil ;
mini -I If.- Ill -mil a ra-f wil

,!i their iii.-tniiiuMi t. .\i:\ man in Iih' m t \ i(
!• uuili r tiii'.-o

UIII: laiin.-, M-ml> m In- P-i-nalHUi \\'> n'li'T 'uiio.' i-

lu liim ; Ilium lii> iimn ,r ill! r. Ill,- a -tain that < an iha'T

(1 uiit. i'lxiilanaliuns .iir n-i'jf iinliMilv wanl- them.

i Mil Is- u 1 II h-trll In IImIH. A ( alnticl miiii-t'-r m H"' iil^«'

a-r IS a '^yr\i

,1 ic .>-iil)iir(li

'' i\r> ma\'

t man ; il i> "i

milt' i- takrii

S llll-l!li'>- t" <

fiir a -|i\, ii'i

liuM.-e mi'ii ; !ml a

niaUir what his

hi.. Mvcn uhili- ilahuiir.lin m.-.i-mvil tii-' mipli-

,r ih,. fnllv. hf saw ill.' .1^1. ih- i.r It ->u Inn. that 111

,11-t sinl ill mil -I) mm 11 "Vi!i i.MTwhiimiil a- taken hv

rnri-i' : sn hf sat |"m

ailiT, ami kiu-w not

Irn IL' 111- 111 .-I ( iiiir-i' "1 III lull 111 till'

iv {\\v news

liran

M I latc tin' immrii-i'

Mi,'aiiuhili' ill tilt'

-jirclivcly known a

hiii^f i.f l!ii' riimiiintloll rail-i'il m llir

,r ilii'"iliaili nf M. ill' la r.illanlii'iv till

la I'.rii I'l'. whu cuulil ap-
1 ul' il through \oiiiiL' I

v.illlr 111 the rim f iIitI

am liiM I-':- (illlir ( I'l'f II"' < IT ks urn

>loll was LMMIlU' I

r I lie liclH'II

^ ll„. |i;iiiil.,\..r- ami tin' llatumrilins )

_ ,1„- ili'lail- lif la l'.!!!ar.li.'iv'- la-t moimai!-'

I urMiiianl. l>.-rH\-, M. (ioilanl (uln-m Im luul

l)utii(i|. A ilmihlr motive
hrd out nf hi^ >amium), ami

sen t the la.-t-naiiK'il imlivnliial liurn in,;,' r In ihe H;ai-

.Vlf.

'.ixior (

)lnr l„ Ihr fin- I. dnj ll>r .v-/''s). -'riiis innriim- at

a-t .-even I Went to ini|nii-e a I'ler niir wnriliy ami revereii

Chevalier of Chn-I. ei ea'ler.i.

-hnllhl ihink ,-e,, ;:niii!emen ;

:ri eior.

i indues-,

.iroll was a senre (I

>i even a ^^nverninen

e hail hail. Ins luir-e. w

I'".t eietera' M^

mlv ve-li'i'ilav the

I" , / ml, ras. ami imw in-il;i\ he i- nntimi.t:.

1 elerk. 1 askeil what -nrt of a nijrht

ho (Ini- not (lin. hut .-nrreihlers,

il me that toward live o'eloek this IllnriUIl.i he had felt un-

isv ahout the Uoval Faiiuly. lie ^nt soim hodv to read over
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the iiiiincs of those lluit IumI scut to liiakc iii(|uirics. Tlion lir

said, 'Fill iiiv >nuiV-lMi.\. izisc me llu' iicu>]ia|ivT. liriiij,' iiic my

fllasst's. and cliani;!' uiy rilibdii ol' tlu' Lc;,n()ii of Honor. I'^r

it is iirtliui; \vv\ dirty.' (lie wears his order.- in lied, yn
know. ) So he \\a.- I'nlly eonxinns. you .-ee, i|uile in the posses-

sion of all his faeuliies and haliitnal iih'as. I'.ut, pooh I tdi

niinule- afterwards the watei- had pine up. up, up; up to his

hear! and into his lunics. lie knew he was dyini: when hi'

felt the cvsts hrt'ak. At that supreme moment he showeil

wiiat he \va>—how ^ti'dn;,' his eharaeler, lii> intellect how vast I

All! some of us did i\ot appreciate him. We u>ed to JatiLrli

at him: we took him for a ilunce; for thi' veriest dunce, did

we not. M. (.iodard?"

(ioDAltl). "For my own part, nohody could have a liighcr

opinion of M. de la l>illardiereV talents than I."

Bixioi . "^ ou understood t'ach other."

(iouAiJii. "After all. "iwas not a spitefid man. He iievi r

did aiiyliody harm.""

liixiol . ".\ man inu.-t do something if he is to do liarni.

and he never did anythin,ir. 'I'iieii if it was not you that

thought liini iiopelessly inep'. it mn>l have hci'n Minard.

MlNAHl) {.sliril(/(/!li(/ his sliouhkrs) . "\'f'

Hl.XIOf. "Weil, tiien. it was you. Dulocii. (.I.s Pntnni

mtd-cs .>/////>• of vchciiiiid jirnlrsl.) What!' you none of yea

thought so? (ioodi Fvi'rylHidy here, it >eeins. took liim for

an intellectual Ilerculo? Wry well, you were right; lie

made an end like a man of talent, an iiitelligeiil man. a groat

man. as lie was. in fact.""

r)i;sK()Vs ((iniiciini iiiijinlieiil). "(iracions me I wliat has he

done that is so extraordinary':' Did he make confession?"

Bixioi'. "^'es. sir, and expressed a wi.-h to receive the

Faoraments. IWit do you know how he i-eci'ived them? He

had himself juit into a court suit as (ientleman in Ordinary,

he had all his onlers. he even had his hair powdered : tliey tied

u|i liis (pieue (poor (|Ueue I) with a new rihhon (and it is only

a man of some cliaracter. 1 can tell yon. that can mind Ids

p'.s and ipieues when he lies a-dying: thoro are eight of us
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:,. IV. and not a sin^rlc one of us couM do it). And that is

• :.; ;ill ; vuu know llial (rlclir.itrd men always make a last

-iHvcir— that is the Kiiirli.-h word for a parliamentary gag—

>ii;i, he said—wliat did lie .-ay now?—all! yes; lie said, M

..;i:,lit >urrly to put on my hot to ivceiw thf King o( Heaven,

v.iirn I have so many tinns dressed witliin an ineh of my lifo

!o ;iav my respeets to an earthly sovereign!" Thus ended M.

,; ia iJiiiardiiTe; he might ha\e done it on purpose to justify

\'. siving of I'vthagoras that 'we ne\er know men until they

, .1,'ad.'"

"

Coi.i.Lvii.i.i; (njiniii;/ in). ".Vt last, gentlemcMi, I have a

fiinous piece of news for you

(iM N i;s. '"We know it."

Coi.i.icvii.i.i:. "I defy you to gue>s it ! I have heen at this

.\.i- >inee His ,Maje-tv"s arcosion to the throiies of France

u'A Navarre; and I iini>lied it laM night. It hoihered me so

li.ii.h that Mine. Colleville wanted to know what it was that

\s ! Tied iiH' so niiieli. "

IM •IOC*,). *i)o vol! siippo>e that anyhod\- ha- time to think

-: vour anagrams when the highly-re>pee;. d M. de la Billar-

liii re has just died?""

Coi.i.KVii.i.i;. "I reeognize r)i\iou"s hand, i have only

i -i heen to M. <Ie la Hillardi^re"- ; lie was >lill ali\e. hut he

i- not e.\]ieeted to la-t loin:."" {(loihinl ill.^r'inr-: llml lie hii:<

I // IniiLi-cil, anil (lura Imrk in tlisiiiisl In lii-< siiiiclin,/. )
"I'lit.

: iitleinen. you would never gue>s the events that lie in that

--ramental jihrase"" {h'llil^ out a juijiir). '('lhiri>.< !>i.r. inr

,
./;()'•,' (/(' Dli-it. roi (Ir Fnunc 1 1 ilc X'lvirn'."

CoDMfl) {rohiiiKj back). "'Out with it at once, and do not

\>,i-le their time.""

I'oi.i.KVii.Li-: {triuiiiiiliaiifh/. difpl'ii/iinj llic folded end of

/' ' sheet).

A. If. V. '' r(,/r/v;

Di S. ('. /. '/. jiartira

En ii'inf I'rrrrn

Decedc a Oori.r.
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"All tlio letters arc ilicrc: ''1'" H. \'."
t li'iiri \ .) iic will

yield" (his crown, that \>) ; 'l"roi!i S. C. \. d." (Saint Cloud)

"'ho will set forth; On a hark" (tlial means a lioat. skilf, vessel.

whatever you like, it is an old Freneh word), 'on a bark he

will wander aliroad

l)lr()(•(^ "What a tissue id' ahsurdities! IIow do vou

make it out that the Kin;,^ \nll rv>\'j:n his crown to Henri V..

who. on vour showing,', would he his ;,n-andson, when there is

His liijrimos the Hauphin in between? You are prophesy-

in,ir the Dauphin's death anyhow."

i'.ixior. "What is Ciorix? A cat's name?"'

Coi.i.Kvii.i.K (Ni'tllvd). -It is a lapidary's abbreviation

of ihe naiiu' of a town, my dear friend; I iooked it up in

]\Ialte-r.run. (iorix, the Latin (Juri.rin. is situated somewhere

in r>oheinia <u- llun,i:ary ; it is in Austria any way
"'

liixioc {'iDii'miptiiKi). "Tyred, I'.a-fpie jjrovinces. er

Soutl) America, "^'ou ouirht to have looked out an air at tlio

same tinu' so as to ]day it on the clarionet."'

(ioDAKD {xlinujijiiKj his shuuUh'ffi lis he goes). "What

rubbish I"'

Coi.i.KViLLi:. "liuiihish 1 rul)iii.-h ! 1 should be very ixhiil

if vou wouhl take the trouble lo >iudy fatali-m, the rtdi;,'ii)!i

of the l'Jn])eror Napok'on."

(ioDVKli {nrtllid III/ (''tl!rrill<-'s h,ne). '"M. ("oUevill^

J?onaparte may In' styled " l-'.mperoi'" !)y historians, but in a

(lovernment olliec he ou^ihl not to be reco^niized in that char-

acter."

jJixiof {siiiiliini). "Find an anaL'-ram in that, my >joed

friend. There I as for ana;,M-ams, 1 like your wife better.

(solhi rocr). She is easier to turn round.— Flavio really

<ni,i,dit to nuike vou chief tderk at some odd moment when ,-he

ha< time to sj>are. if it were only to [lut you out lU' reach of a

(lo(l.n'd"s siu|Mdity
"'

l)rT(M(.^ [v<niiui<j It) Gtubtrd'A siippurt) . "If it wasn't all

ridil)i-li. vou miLrht lose your j)laee, for the thin.irs you l^ro-

]ilie~y are not exactly pleasant for the Kinji;; every good

l\o\al!-i i- hnimd to ii-~ume that when he has been twice in

exiie he has .-een enough of foreign parts.''
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Coli.kvii.m;. ''If tli<'\ took :i\v;iy my post, Francois Keller

Minister" {dirp silence). '-Know,
ttnU III walk into vour

M iMcr l)ut(»e(|, that every known ana^n-ani has In'fn fulfilled.

ik liere: (1( )n*t vou inarrv. ihiTc i iijii in your name

r.i xiou. "And 1) T left ov r for "iletestahh

I M-TOC(i (not app'trenlhi piil uul). '"1 would rather it

!t 110 further than mv name,

'Ari.MlKU {aside to 'Desroijs). >4Iad you there, Master

( ,!lcville:

I 'ITOCQ (to Cullrcille). "Have you done, Xavier Ea-

,iinlin. chef de hiirenti
"

Coi.KKVii.i.i:. ''Kgad. 1 have."

r>i\lor (cnllinij (I [irn ). ""A ml wlia t (lid vou make out
9"

Coi.i.icvii.i.i:. 'it makes this: D'uhonl n'm hnreaux. E. U.

Ho vou take it?—/::/ (7 eul fni rirhe. \Vhi<'h means that

he ehueked it over to make
trinninji in the eivil serviee

elsi>.

. r l»e,

fortune somewhere

DiTocii. "It is funny, anvho\

IliXlOl'. •And Isidore li.,,ldolji

( 'ni.l.K\lI.l.E (iin/sl''rionslij). 'Vl WOllll 1 rather not tell

kIv hut Thullier.

'.IXlOf net vol! a lireaktakf;^ wil tfU vou what it is

Coi

r.i.xior

.i.r.viii.i;. "1 will pay if you llmil out.

lu'ii Vol! arc L'oin^- to stand Irral : l>ui don l I )e

\i'd, i\vo artist; ^luli as VOU am I I will di auiriiimr.

hdlire imuitoijtoiler jrives His d'uhoijeiir d'oie. he iaiiLdis at the

w till t harks at a <rooso

Coi.l.KVii.i.lc (liiiinderslniil'). ''You stole it!"

IllXlOU (sti/Jhi). "M. ColleviUe, do nu' the honor to he-

that i am so rieh in folly that I have no mrd to steal
A(

• 111 mv neitihhors

i;\ niOYKK (« tetter-jile in his hand). ''Talk just a little

I ]n-j:: von will hriii;: the olli'-e into -rood
tkr. frentleiiieii

T. The eMinialile .M. Cleru'eot. who did me tlie honor t.>

il tlie henetit of
•lie to ask for some information, lias ha»

:ir conversation"" (.'/'"•• t" dodard's edlirc).

\niOi-Ai (aside to Biso'U). "I l.'ave Mimethinf; to say to

• i."

A

1
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IJixior (fiihjrriinj Diiloiii's iniistroiil). "Yoii lire \v(ariIl^'

a neat \vai.~lc(iat wliicli cd.-t. \o\i iir\t In iiDtliini:, no doubt.

Is that llic srcrct
?

I)^•|'0(l^ "Whaiy N'cxt tn iiolliiii.u y I never ga\e so

niueli for a \vai>trnal l)i I'oiv. The >tnlV costs six francs a

yard at tlic \>\-j: ^Imp in llic line de la l'ai\ ; it is a fine dull

silk, just llic tliiiit: I'tir (Inp iiKinrnin.Lr."

liixior. '•^'(Pll iindcivtaml |iiinls. luil you do nol know the

rules <!!' ctii|iictti'. One camint kiHiw cverylhin;:. Silk is imt

the prnpcr ihin^: to wear in dccji innnrnin^'. That is wliy I

only Wear wool niy>cll'. M. iiahnindiii, M. C'lergcot, and tln'

^lini>tcr are all-undl; the i'"anlii)mL: Saint-(!eniiain is all-

wool, i-lvcrv one ^-ucs ahoiit in w.h.I cxci-pt .Minard; he i?

afraid llial people w ill lake liini f^r a ^heep. styled liuwjfr in

rustical Laiin ; and on that jireteM he di>penM'd with mourn-

in.u' I'nr Kiii.u^ i..uii.-; .Will., a i:ivat legislator, a witty man.

till' auilior of the ''harier, a kni^^ that will liidd hi- own in

hi.-l<>r\. a- he iu'iil it evervwhcre el-e : for—do yoii know the

line>t iniich of ciaiiaeter iii his life? Ne?— Well, then, when

lie received all the allied sovciHM^i;!!.- at liis second entry, he

walked out lirM lo lahle."

l'\ri.Mii;i; [ludiytiii/ nl Ihdonj). '"1 do not m'c
''

1 iri'o( c,i {lodltlnij (it t'fUibiilir). "No more do I.

r.ixior. '•Von do iie,i uinliM^iand r Well, then; h(^ did

not re<4ar<l him>elf as at home in hi- own hon^e. It was m-

irciiions. iireal. (.'piuranimat ic I The allied sovereiirns under-

stood it no inoi'c than you d'>. ever, when ihey put their heads

toueiher lo make it oiil. ll i- Irne ihal they wi-re pretty

nearly all of tlum stranpT-
"'

riAinoVKi; (('// A.'-s (i^si-^liint (h'rl,'< sinnliun. irln'ri' hi' lias

hi'i'ii ciiiirirsiiK! Ill (III iiihl( rhnic lusulr llir I'Tr. irlnic the t'llk

irciil (III i,iil>:lil(). "\v>. our \\<n'lhy chief is hreathiiii,' his

lasl. lioth Mini>ter- aie thoiv i" reei-ix.- hi^ latest siirh ; iny

falher-indaw has jii'-l heeii inf'i'iiied of the event. If you

wish to do me a signal -er\ice. lake a c.-ihriolet ;iiid go to

,Mme, i;aiido\er with the new.-; M. Saillanl cannot leave his

desk, and 1 dare uut lea\e the otlice to look after itself. Put
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mr Hcir ;it Mine. IJiimlnycr's di^

1 ImIicvc, ;ni«l ini^nit \«<-<\\ 1\ \u-

ill ; >hr h;i.- her own vicu's,

li to take .-cvcr.il .-liM'S

llaiK'(Ui>lv"' (///'// '/" ""' ln;l''lli''>')-
i:.ll

i,nli.\i;l). ".'> I. I

V')ii takr III

> I \ I ( 1 1
1

,

am IcaviiiLT the otlicc

I'.MDOVKl; (h)i)kut,j Ininijiihi ill Hi.noii).

iii-iilt nif >!i(»iil(l occa-inii rc(|uiic it.

r.ixior. "'I'liis liiiir. la UiUanlhTr i> rrally dead!

If till' (lav,

^'oii iniufht

lurucy {irliixjh In li i.fifii )

.

•|,M,,k hcn-l Xow i> the

I'd]- coiiiiiij^ to an mill' r.-tainliiiL

iiM' that voii an.' chicr ilrrk aii'l

aln.iit prttiii^' on.

a— i>tant ; wliat do

av

IllXlUl' (.s7/ /«//.'/'",'/ /"> sIlDlllilcrs) .

( nllH', 11 o nonsense

I M KK {j. "I t' 1> ludosci- pi^ the appoiiitiiient, Hallahoiirdiii

1! \\.' stav on ; he will >ein 1 in hi.~ re>i;,Miation. l.etween

s. !')aii(hi\er is so iiieoiii|ietent tiiat if yoii and di

iiiil will not help him lie uill he cashiered in Uvo months
;i!-elV(

!f 1 can pi t two and two to-vlher, we wil have tlirei

It [ilaees ahead of lis.

xiof. "Three places that will he given nway nniler our

tliev wi 1 I'-o to sua •-hellied ioadie>. llunk ey>. SI )ies.

f the •('onirreirat ion" : to CoUeville here, whoso

has Tone the way of all pretty women, to—a devout end-
iiiil men o

i:;,l:.

DiToct;. "It will <X() to yon, my dear fellow, it lor once in

life voii care to emjiloy your wit^ ten I hi" (.s/(y;)-

/'".'/ •<liort III tiolv III!' (•[['<-t (if III'' 'iilnrli iipmi /"s listener).

•t us lie o|)en and ahove-hoard.

;ixioi; (hnpn-hirliubJii). "What is yonr ,irrame

I )rTO((;.

-!,-tant a

•I'^or iiiv own ])art. i want to

ml not hiiiir el>e. ;iiow mvsc

l)c chief clerk's

that 1;now

\e no t the aliililv to he cliief. and ihat vmi havi l)u

1 mav l:i t la Ilillardii'-reV place, and

r clm-k under him. lie will haxi' yoii

then voii would ho

his herth when ho

.- fVathered III.- nest : ami a- l<y me. with vou to protect me,

-tiall iiotler aloi'LT till i 'M m\ pension.

Bixior. "Sly dog. iiut iiow do you mean to bring this

I
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througli? It is a iiiiittcr of forcing a Minister's hand ami

f^pittiii^' out a tiian of lalciit. lid ween ourselves, Haljounlin

is tile only man that is lit lo lake the (livi>ioii—the (le|iart-

nieiil, who knows? And you propose to put tiiat xpiare l)l(ifk

of >tiip^ lily, that euhe of in(oni[ietenee. /.'( J'liUv-Jidud'iijir,

in his stead
?'"

l)iTo((; (hrifllliii/ uji). "My dear fellow. I ean set the

wiiole ])laee a,L;ain>l Ualiourdin? Vou know how f'leury loves

hinir Well and ^'•<iod, Fleury shall look down upon him."

IJiXMir. "'I'o he despised hy Fleury I"

Dl r(i(\i. •"Nohody will stand hy him. The elerks will po

in a body to the Minister to complain of him; and not our

division only, hut Cler^^'ot's division and the lioi.s-Levaiits,

I the departments in a mass."

Hi.Mor. ".Iu>t so; cavalry, infantry, artillery, and horse

marines, all to the front I ^Ou are oil' your head, my dear

fellow I .\nd what have I. for one. to do in tiiis?"

J)i"r(n;y. "Draw a euttiiitx caricature, a thing that a man
eannot get over."

Hixior. "Are you going to pay for it?"

1)1 T<;;'c/. "A hundred francs."

Bixiof (lo liiiiisvlf). "There is sometliing in it, then."

l)i"T()('(^ "|{ai)ourdin might he dre.-sed as a butcher; but

tiu' likeness niu>t be niimistalvable. Find out points of it-

st'inblaiK'c between an ollice and a kitchen
;
put a larding-

knife in Kaboiirdin's hand; di'aw a lot of poultry, give thiia

the heads of the principal clerks in tlu' de|)artment, and piil

them in a huge coo|) with "Oispatch Department' writl'U

over it. and Jiahourdin must lie supjiosed to he cutting tli'ir

throats one after another. 'J'liere should be geese, you kini\',,

and din-ks with faces like ours; ju.-t a sort of a likeness, \"ii

understand I JJabourdin ought to have a fowl in liis hand

—

liaudoyer, for example, got np as a turkey."

Hixior. "•Laughs at those that bark at a goose'" (sl'in.<

a Ittiiij icliilr (il Duliic'i). "Did you think of this yourself'.'"

Dl i'<K (^ "Vts."

Bi.xioL {Il> h'unsclj). "Violent hatred and talent, it seems,
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ivarll th aiiio OIK1!" (To Dalooj) '"My drar fellow, I will

It"' (I)ul(ir<i starts with Jdij in spilr of liiiiise If) "if

I i'lnsi)

:\ \oii (

.\!

- -if 1 know whom I can look to to Itack im- up; for

1.) not siietri'd, 1 >^hall Ioh' my l.n-th, and I must live.

tl-natuiv is somewhat singular,what is more, your got

\ dear colleague."

IdioCQ. "Well, do n^

iiin to you-

)t make the drawing until success is

ixiou. "Why not nuiko a cK an hreast of it at onoo?"

DiTOCQ. "I must scent out how thing- are in lie oiriccs

i-t. W e w ill talk of this again aftt'rwards"" (ijors).

IWxiou {left slanJiiKj by himself in the corridor). "That

i-i[>\\ (f^.r he is 1nore liki than a man), that !)u-

1.1 (
1
has got hold of a good idea. I do not know where he

,iind it. It would be funny if La rUur-liaiuloiitr got la

.illardiLTe"s place; it would be better than funny; we should

t something bv it." {Goes Inivk to the ufjir,'). "(Jentle-

il, SOme famous changes wi 11 be seen here directly; Daddy

I'.illardiere is really dead this time.

honor

ir revered chic

.iitedl"' {Minard, Dcsroijs, a

1,1 drop their pens

Xo luiml)Ug' Word

! There goes Uodard post-haste on an errand for

f Baudoycr, heir-presumptive to the late la-

/ Collrrille raise their heads

in astuni • liiaenl: Collerille It!'.

.) •home oi us wlill get a step Coll eville

I IS

is ''oing to

' as>i.-tant clerk at least ;

aUL;liting-clerk; why not?

Miliar

11

d. perhaps wi 11 b first

e IS I verv l)it ar at a fool

am. If

rancs-

leasc

liev,

vuu were rai:e(

-vourmilliard

d, and you niigli

1 to two thousand live hundred

ould be liiielvlittl wile

t buv vour^elf a pair of !)0(jts.

('()1.i.kvii.i.'e. "lUit ijou have not two th(»usaiid live hun-

d francs vet.

l'>lxi()U. "M. I)utoc(i gets as much as that in the IJabour-

Why should not 1 within the year:

(inver-

bO IKK 1 M. Bau-

ithroLLKviLLK. "That was through M. halliards mtluence.

Mt a single draughting-clerk gets so much in Clergeot's

: vision."
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'55 Ml-

I'Aii.Miiilf. "l')V the \va\ 1 M. Cuchiii. mny \h\ hi\> not

tliiVL' thoiisaiid ? He .-ti(( rnlcd M. \'a\a>Miir, ami M. \'a\a.-

sour was hcri' fur tni scar.- i!ii.l<r iln' limpir'' on four tli'Ui-

sam!, Iir was cul dnu n t^ llircc lli^n.-aiid un the lirst rriiini

of tlu' Jiourlxms, and dinl mi two tiioii-.-iiid luc luiiidivil,

J'.ut M. Cncliiirs l)roilicr"s inllucmc rai-rd it, and so lie gfls

three."

(-'ui.i.KVii.i.i;. "M. Coi'liin .-i'.:ii> liim-i'lf E. I-. !-. II. Coeliiii;

liis name is I-'.niilo Lnni> lanicii 1 jiinianurl. .nid hi,- aiia,Lri'aiii

},'ives Cncliciiilli'. \\<\\. and hr hcciinf a |iaili:i r in a dnii:

husiiie- n til'' li'n-' d'- l,niiih,-ird-. a:id ihr lirni of Matii'al

made nionrv \>\ s|r'( iilaliii;: in tliat |iarliiular colonial

{iroduet."

Bixiof. "Matifat, |'Mi>r man. he hail a ynv <>[' I'dorine."

('t)LLi;vii.i.i:. ('oiliin .-on Hi in II'.- coiia > to lair |>ai'lies, for

he is a tirst-rale |ie!'fornici' on the violin."" { 7'o IVi.rinn, irlio

hiis n(i( hriinii Id ii-'ifL). '•You (ii',L;iit to i(onc to (lur eoiieert

next Tiic-dav. They will play a iiuai-irllo \)\ lu'irha."

Bixior. "'riianks. 1 would ratlkT lonk at ilic score.'"

('()i.i.i;\ii.i.i;. "Ito vol! say that fni' a jol-.i'r l"or an artist

of your attainiiiciits ouj^dit .-iirely to he fund of music."

Bixioi-. "i am jroini:. Imt it is 'i-.v niadanie"s sake.""

liMlKjYia; {n turiiin;/). ".M. Chazclle not here yet ? (iive

him my com|dim"nts, ;icntlcmen.
"

Hixiiir {/I III) IhiiI I'lil a hut on ClnKillr's jiliici' a.v .•^onii as

III' liiiinl Ilnuil'iiii i'.< (iiuhliiis). "Wv^'/wv^ your ]iardoii. sir,

he has i^one to make an in(|iiiry of the Kahourdiirs for you."

ClIAZKl.l.i: (I'lhiiiiij III irilii his linl on lii--< Inml. iiii.<,^i:s

Biiiiiliiii.r). "Old la i'.illardiere has ;:i>w. out, -xentlemeii

!

Kahonrdin is head of the di\i>ioii. and .Master of lJe(iuest>I

He ha- fairly earned hi- slep, he has I

""

BAiDoVia; (In Clor.rlh), -Yoii found the appointment

in your second hat. sir. did you i\<>\ 'f" ( iiiiiiiliini to thr hnl

on ('linz'lh''s ilrsi,-). •'Vh\- i- iiie third time this month that

vou have come in after nine o"cloek : if you keep it up, vou

will get on. hut in what sen>e remain- to he S(>en."" ( '/ '/

Bivion. irhu IS ri'iidiiiij tin- lu'irspaijvr.) ".My dear M. Bixiou,
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v.vro wanted in the a(lniiiii>triitinn. The niainunl and the

i ::lt. tootlilesr= old men. unhealthy fellow? like Paulniior. and

-hort-sighted people got on rapidly. The lycees r^waniwd

18

rmm:^BK*-i
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with l)oys, and fnniilirs were dn/zlcd with tlic hrilliaiit pro.^-

piH't. A yiiiiij,' rcllow ill -|ir(tMil( s wurr ii l)lii(' ('(tut. and a

red rilihoii hhiziii^' at lii- hiitton-holc, mid dn'w a thousand

or so (d' francs cvcrv nioiilli for -i>cndiiij.' a few lioiirs cvcrv

(hiy at sonic ollicc looking after sonu'tliin<r or other. He went

hitc and came jiway early; he had hour- of h'isure like I,ord

lUroii, and wrote iio\cl>; lie ^tmlh'd in the 'I'uilcries (!ar-

(h'lis with a till of ;i sua,<:,!-'er ; lie wa< on cxhihition at ball-

and theatres and everywliere else; he was admitted into tlic

best societv; lie ^pciit his salary, returning to |-'r;ince all that

France jrave him. ; d even dojucf soinetliiiiLr in return. In

those (lavs, in fact. > iii|doycs (like 'riniUier) were jK'tted hy

pretiv women; thev were >ii[>po>ed to he intelli,i:ent. and liy

no nieaii-; overworked thcniM-lve- at the oHice. Kmnres-es,

(liieeiis, and ])rincesscs had their fancier in tho>e happy days.

All tlio-e nolile ladies had the pa>.-ion of iiohle nature-—they

loved lo plnv the protector. So there was a chance of fillinu'

a liij:li position in twenty-live years or so; you niiirht he au-

ditor to the CoUiK il of Slate; or a Master of Re(]uests. and

draw u|) report-; for the Ktnju'ror, while von amused your-elf

with his au.uni.-t family. People used to work and play at the

Kanie time. {•Iveryiliini,'' wa> done (piiekly. I»ut nowaday-,

since the Chamher hethou^iht itself of eiiti'rinfx the expediture

under separate items, and the lieadintx 'StalT.' we are not

fven like private soldiers. It is a tlnuisand to one if you iret

the smallest appointment, for there are a tiiousand .sov-

ereigns
""

Bixioc {rr(iiniinfi). 'Thazelle must ho crazy. Where

does ho discover a thousand sovereijrns? .Vre they by any

chance in his pocket ?
""

Cn-\zi:Li.i:. *'^et us reckon them up I Fotir hundred at

the further end of the Pont de la ("oneorde (so (ailed be-

cause it leads to perpetual disc(u-d het ween the Riirht and

the Left in the Chamber) ; three hundred iiku'c at the top of

the Hue de T( niion. So the Court, which oUi:ht to count

for three hundred, is oblij:ed to have seven hundred times

tlie Km]>eror"s streiiLTth of will, if it means to give any place

whatsoever hy patronage——-"

••i.'-' .
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FiKfitv. '-Wliirh all iiu'iins thnt, if ;! cNrk has no intorost

„l ,1,, on.' to licl|. liiiii l.ul hiiiiMir 111 a .uiiiitry wliero there

thousand to om*
three centres ol ]> ',ver. tl

III a colli

ttiiiL' is a

il he Will Iie\( 'I- iTi't aiiv tiirlher.

I'dNlor (hjiiLiii'i frmn Fh iinj in Clnnrlh-). "Aha! my

ildreii, \oii have vet to learn that to he in tlu> servuv of the

;lt(. is to he in the WolVt ^tate of al

i"i.i;i liv. ••Becaii>e there is a Con ititutioiial (invernment.

I'oj.i.ivVii.i.i;

r.ixiof. "1

•( clltleiiiell. It t us not talk politio

leurv IS n i,'ht. If vol! serve the State in thosi

ifentlenieii, voti do not serve a |iniiee w ho rewards and

.iinistie-.

lAcrN

'l"he State i^ uiviiodv anil I'lvervhodv. Now,

-> I-\e

hndv cares for Xol.odv. If yu -erve Kv.'rvhody, you

hout Anvhodv. A civil
N'ohodv ; am )cidv cares a

rsant lives'between these two negatives. The world ii= piti-

nd thou'dilless; Kvcrvliodv is self-
heart Ic hrainloss, a

-h. Kvervhodv for.L'ets the services of yesterday. You are

M. Baudover) an administrative genius from a most

the Chateaiihriaiid of reports, the Bos-
( like

!• ndi V a'^e ; vou are

•t of circular^, the ("aiialis o f memorial the ihliine

liild" of the (li>l>att

law a

u.l,_in vain! There is a disheartening

ihancement
<'-ain^t administrative genius; tiie law ol a

I! the average.

That fatal average is woiked out from the tahles of the

w oif promotion an il the tables of mortality. It u certain

t if you enter auv department whatsoever at the age of

larv of eighteen hundred
'diteen. vou will not have a sa

mc till von an thirtv vears old : if vou are to get six

.iiii 1 hv the time vou a re ilftv. ("olh'ville's career prove

thou-

that

lough V(ni have a geiiiu

:if 1

s for a wife, and ttu- support of vari-

is peers of !• ranee, ami

it. it ])roiiteth y

idled the humanitii

,f (livers inlluential deputies to

ou nothing. Ket a young man have

let him he vaccinated, exempt from

litary servict am:1 in full posse on of his wit- wc11.

I ere is no free and independent career in which, without a

an scendent intellect, such a man (ould not put hy a ca})ital

irtv-five thousand francs of centimes in the time. 1 hat

m
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tiiiiii \MHilil liriii;: III .1 vi :irl\ iiiti rc-i i'(|iiiil i-. our -,i!arv, itii'l

it MiMlId he ,1 |irr|irl tl;il llliniiir; \\liirr;i- .iiir wihirifb lire In

tlli'ir llilllll'f llllll>itnr\. \\r li;l\( lli.l i Mil ulir Imt!1\>. >iU(l! .i-

they iirr. I'nr |i)r. In iIm- -,iiiii iihh', m tr.iilcsriiiin would liiiu'

iiiiiiicv |Mil nut to iiili'ic-t, ami .in niiir|ii'iii|( iil incuinc n( t.^n

tlloll^:lll(| I'ranrs, he UmIi'iI |i;i\c tilfd In- -rlii'dlllr Ml 111'

wmilil III- a |iii'-ji|rnt nf ,lif cniiiiiirrcial (iiirl. '. |ianii.T

wniild ha\i' ruM'ird a M|iiarf mil.' nf (aii\a- uitii |iaint ; lif

VMillM iMllirr Wear lllc Cfur,* nf llli' Lr;_'iiii: uC llnllnl', ill' -ct

llji I'll!' a lll'L'lfi-|(d L'l'Hill^. A Iliail nf Irtti'l- 'Anuld I"' a plii-

f('.->ni- nf -iiiiii'tliiii;,' nr ntlicr : nr a j'niiriialifl. p.hd at tlu' lati'

of ii Iniiidfi'il fraiH- fn|- a ihnii^-aiid line.-; nr lu' i- a fi ntllf-

toimlsli , nr -niiir !",.,- da\ 111' i> landril ill Saiiii'' lV''la^'if i-ix

writing; a iiimmrnu- |iaiii|ililct uln-li di-pli-a^MJ i:..' .If>uit-:

his \aliii' iiicniil iiHiil Iv )S*'^'^ ii|» t rcnicndnii.-K , and thf

paniplilcl inakf- a pnlitiral |)rr>niiaL:c nf liim. Indi'd. ymir

idler that ni'\rr did anything' in hi- lifn ( fnr llirn' an' idlers

that t\'^ >nini'tliiii;r. and idlers that i\n nnihinir). ynnr idler lia-

ina<ie di'lil.- and fniind a is idnu to |ia\' lin'in. A prie.-i ha-

had time tn lirenme a lii-l|n|i /// jiiirhl'll<. A \aude\illisti' is

a landed |irn|irie|ni-. exee if. like dll i>|-|lel. he ne\er urote

a whole vaudeville l)\ hini>elf. If a <teady. intellip'nt yoiin^'

i'.'llnu >Iart> III the inniieN deiidiii.' hhe With a Very small ca]"-

ital (like Mile, 'riinllier. fnr in-laine). he can hiiy a fniirlli

of a >toekhrnker"s ennneetion in tue|\e years. Let lis {."i

loucr ilnuii! .\ |)elly clerk bei miih.- a notary ; the raj^pickcr

has a thoii>and erowiiv of iiide|ieiiileiit iiuoiiie; the workin.i,'

man at Mnr>t has maiiaued tn sei up fnr himself; wliiTeas.

in the niiil-t <^\' ilie miainry innMineiit id' that civilization

whiih takes inliiiite >uhdivi>inii ini' |irn,:,M'e>s. a ('ha/.<'lli' has

hceii e\i>liie:- nil twenty-two mmi- per lieail. lie arj^nies with

his tailnr and shoemaker, he is in deht : that's iiothiiij:—he is

(•rrtiiii:i(l '— (nine, ireiit lelliell. one ;:inrioll< tnovellKMlt ", let

u> >end ill mil' resiiiiiations in a hndy, hey ? I'"leury and ('ha-

zelle. make a plun^^' into a new line, an<l lieeonic ;,'reat men

in It !

('ii\/i;M.i. {idhiniiij iloirn innlrr Bixion'it discourse).

"Thanks' {ijnicrul laiuihlrr).

t
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r.iMor. "^'nii an' unui;:, Iti \"\n- |in-ilii-ii 1 Ui«lll(! hf

hiiii.l with 111"' sririt.irv-<it'niral.

Cm vzi.iJ.i: (
ininisilji ). "W

r.|\ll)l-. "()(lr\ Unll

ill I

It lia- he tn -ay In iiic .'

,1 I. .11 \Mii. rlia/' II'-. \Mlli MiMiv clianii

i
put into

he iiuiMiicr III' ihr iilliii;: tiniii ii<- l.ii|Maul.\

ilir MliMTvatinii. liiat till' uiu' plan' <>[..

.!. 1,1 ( 'olli-nnii'.'

I'vilMlKU (ihispiiKi lilt shiri p'l"'!-

.ill ii'it liavi" jiily nil ynii. that i-cnlaiii

I'l I I li", . •'Anuilirr thiiiLr I" pm up w i

\.,U . tllrl'c'^ a (pK'tT ll-li t"'ir ynii

•II to \iiu i- the I'lat'i-

•|'",>jail! Uauduvcr

til ri'uin liaiultiycr.

piilk mI' M. KalMMinlin

I !i. IT I- a mail! TIk' ""ik lie piil <>\\ iii\ i^il'l'' tn-day u<ni 1(1

!l irt'c I a\> in tlii> iithri' lull 111' will haha\(' It hv ftiur

i'.ut /'( I- lint alua\^ at my \n to

). ••(ii'Mlli'iiicii. il' aii\liiiiiy has a

Iclll n r lilt

Icrk t!ii> al'tfi'iiMiiii.

ip my chat with fncinl

r. \n)()Vi;!{ ( ri liiriiin'j

.1,1 to HikI fiiiilt with lln' iiarliaim'iitary s\^

., ,ciliii^'> of the ailmiiii.-tratinii. ynii mu-t admit that Jlii

liui till' proper p
' vou lii'fi'. i-ir?"

ii;v (l-isolrnth/). "To advise these ^eiitlemeii of a

hue for siuh talk."" {To i'lninj) "Why

I.I

•ral move! 'I'he Se.i'etary-deiieral \\:\> miM tor du l.rui

M lia> L'oiie too. Kvervh kIv i> woiideriii.:^ a hoiit the

>iiitmeiit.

hat. >ir. IS no
r. \nK)Vi;i{ (ntiiniiiKj).

,, liaek to voiir olliee, and do not iipM'l mine

husiiiess of vours.

i.i ;ii;V ( from llif hmni-'iii I. 'It would he I nniendoiisly

lair if Iialioiiidin were to lie done oi It of it. M V wiirii 1

11 (1 leave the >erviee ((•„„/r.s liiid-.) "Did you luaki

;i voiir anaL'ram. !•:

('()1.IJ:VIIJ.K. "^e-.

liMv ( ollrVllle

liere It I-

V (/I'lUninj iiri'l Cy//, ('/'/''.»• '/''-•/'•
Fi.i:ii

iiiioiis !

. It- hypoeritieal line."" (divrs irnrniN;/

anions

it will he sure to happi'ii if the (iovernmeiit kei'p:

to the (itlnrs Unit

luildiirr 's iDitcnnii/

.l!l(

) "If the (ioverniiient ojH'idy stated

teiitioiis with(mt an afterthoniiht. then the Liherals

1 see wliat thev would have to do. Hut wlien u (ioverii-

I

.m



'-mw^:^:^

278 THE COVP^UNMENT CLERKS

s

4
s

ment sots its best t^i(•ntl^ a^^aiiist it, and ^uiids such men as

Cliateauhriand and Ifoycr-CoUard and tlio Debuts into oppo-

sition, it makes you sorry to see it."

Coi-i-KViLLii {after a look round at his fclluw-clcrks).

"Look here, Fleury, you are a good fellow, Imt you must not

talk polities here. You do us more harm than you know."

FLi;ri{Y (drily), -'(.iood-day, gentlemen. I will go to my

copying." {Cuuies back and sptaks tu Bixiou in an under-

iiinr.) "They say that Mme. CoUeville is making allies

auKUig the Congregation."

Bixiou. "In what way?
"'

FiJoriiY {brcakinij into a laugh). "You are never to be

caught napping I"

CoLLKVim.E (unmsili/). "What are you saying?"

Fi.KriiY. "Our theatre took a thousand crowns yesterday

with the new pieee, though this is the fortieth representation.

You ought to come and see it. The scenery is something

superb."

^Meanwhile, des Lupi'aulx was giving du Bruel audience

in the secretary's ro()ni>; and I)utoe(| had fcdlowed du Bruel.

Des Lui)eaulx"s man l)roug]\t the news of M. de la Billar-

diere's death, and the Seeretary-deiU'ral intended to please

both Ministers l)y inserting an obituary notice in that even-

ing's paper.

"(iood-day, my dear du Bruel." v.as the semi-minister's

gre(>ting. as he saw the clerk enter, and left him to stand.

"You know the news? l.a Biliardiere is dead: the two Min-

isters were present when he toek the sacrament. The <^ld

num strongly recommended Habourdin ; said that he could

not die easy unless he knew that his successor was to be the

man who had filled his place all along. It wcnild seem that

the death-agony is like the '<piestion,' and everything comes

out. . . . The ^linister is so much the more pledged

to this course because it is his intention, and the intention

of the Board likewise, to rewaid M. Rabourdin's numerous

services'' (wagging his head)—"the Council of State desires

the beneiit of his lights. They say that .M. de la Biliardiere is

vi^T'i-v- *^yS8c*'SS ^^^iv '^<* Aj^'Hii

.

m>ms8^«,mK9 < mjii..mms!^>< i9m'--^j?rss
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to be transferred to tlio Seals, which is as good as if the King

had made him a present of a huiuh'ed thousand francs—the

|,lace is like a notary's conne.tion. and may be sold. That

v\viv of news will hi- received with joy in your division, for

•hcv mijjjht imagine that Benjamin would be put in there.

—

Mil' Brucl, some one ought to knock olV ten or a dozen lines

.,!,out the old bov, bv way of a news item. It will cune under

i!„. notice of their Excellencies. Do you know all about old

1 liillardiere?"' he added, taking uj) the papers.

1 )u Hruel made a gesture to signify that he knew nothing.

••No?" returned des I.upeaulx. "Oh. well, he was mixed

up in the la VeiubV business; he was in the late King's conll-

,!. iicc. Like M. le Comte do la Fontaine, he never would

runie to terms with the First Consul. He did a little in

( Imuannerie. lie was born in Brittany of a parliamentary

Minily; but their dignities were so recent that he was en-

nobled by Louis XVIIL See—how old was he now? Never

mind. Just p"* it projierly something this way: 'A loyalty

iliat never s\\ ed. an enlightened piety'— (the poor old

I...V had a craze for never setting foot in a church). Give him

uu'l for a i)ious servant of le Crown. Lead up nicely to the

remark that he might have sung the Song ot Simeon over

the accession of Charles X.—The Comte dWrtois had a great

r-teem for him. fi>r la Billardiere unfortunately co-operated

with him in the (^uiberon affair, and took all the blame upon

iiirnself; vou know, of course. . . . La Billardiere justi-

lied the king in a pamphlet which he wrote to refute an im-

iMTtinent Ili.~i<>ry of the Ri'volution got up by some journal-

i.-t. So you can lay stress on the devotion. Finally, weigh

your words well, so that the other papers may not laugh at us,

and bring me the article. Were you at Habourdin's yester-

day?"

"Yes, my lord," said du Brucl, "that is—I beg pardon

"There is no harm done," des Lupeaul.x answered, laugh-

i ng.

"His wife is delightfully pretty," continued du Brucl.

'There are not two such women in Taris. There arc women

,'-»

%ia»*'?i.'. .oAfey •.:>%.-i-.
«

'

• '^i-j* .V ".';%
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as flovcr. hut tlicy an' not so clianiiiiiji: in tlicir clovorni'??;

and there may lie a uoniaii as liandsonie as Ceh'stine, hut

seareelv one so \ai'inii< in hei' l)eaulv. Mnie. I'ahourdin is far

In liiuel. for lie ronxsupei'ior to Mine. ('olle\ille!" a(hleil (in liniei. lor lie ronicin-

heied an old story aiioiit des Lnpiaulx. "Flavie is wliat she

is, tlianks to her intercourse witli men, whih' Mine, liahour-

diii owes everythiiiLT to licrself; she knows everythin;^; you

could not tell a se( ret in Latin hefore !ier. I sliouhl tliiiik

that iiothinjx ^vas heyond my niuli if I liad siuii a wiic."

'"You liave more hrains than an autlior's allowance," re-

turned des laipeauK in a tlirill of i^^ratilied vanity. Ami
turning'- his lieail. he >aw l)iitoe(|.

"Oh I good-day. l)iitoc(|. ! sent to ask if you would len<l

me your Charlet. if it i.s complete. The Countess know.*

nntliin^ of Charlet."'

Du I>ruel withdrew.

"Why <lo you come wlien you are not called?" des T>ii-

peaulx asked in a hard voice, when they were alone. "Why
do you come to nie at ten o'clock, just as 1 am about to

breakfast with His Excellency!-' Is the Uovernment in

danger?"

"Perliaps, sir. If I had had the honor of an interview

with you this iiK^riiing, you certainly would not have pro-

nounced the Sieiir Kahonrdiirs panegyric after you had read

what he has written of you."

Dutocf] unhuttoned his greatcoat, and took out a quire of

))aper. with an impression on the side of the sheets. He laid

tliem down on de.- Lupeaulx"s de>k and pointed to a jiara-

grapli. Then he holled the duor. as though he feared an

explosion. This wa> what the Secretary-Ceiieral read against

his name:

—

"M. i)i;s l.ier.Aii.x.— .V Covernment lowers itself by em-

ploying such a man openly. His proper jjlaee is in the diplo-

matic police. Such a person may he pitted with success

against the political buccaneers "f other calMiiets. It would

be a pitv to }iut him into the ordinary police. ... He
stands above the level (d" the common spy; he can grasp a

9rj-ni9r?«?TT;5'BssfVAX >>y.BK:̂ f ^<JLm'.^ '>wiiiii

^

mfir
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ho could carrv on

--i'ullv. ami oovcr

t ii nccrssarv liit of ilirtv \\nr k >in

his retreat with >k\\\," and >o forth and

l)e.- Lupeanlx's cliaraeler was Miccinct ly analy/.ed

III

,rtii.

ive or six sentence: i:al)ounlin -ave the '/i>{ <>\ the hn)-

.j.hif-al sketeli at tlie lirtriiinin;: of this liistorv.

At the first words tlie Secretary-tienri'ai knew tliat he had

! . . II wei<.died and t'oimd want

, . n rinined to reserve hini>eli for a

V an aliler man ; hut he

further examination into

piece o

utinjr J'lif

f work whicl 1 went hotli Iulmi and ta r. without ad-

h a man as Dutoct] into his conlidi nee Tl le

S. ( retarv-(ieiieraL like harristers. ma.iristrates, diplon Kite;

il others, was ohli^'e( to exphire tlie li uman lieart ; like

III III too. lie was astoni>lied at nothinL^ He wa- accustomed

treachery, to the snares set hy hate, to traps ol a 1! kin(

id reci'ive a stai) in, COU

iinteiiance.

the l»a<k without a clian.ire of

I.U

So it was a calm and ;:ravi

jieaulx turned upon the ollice >py.

ounteiiance that

How did vou iret hold of ihi> document .' lie a ske.l.

|tut()C(| ,trave tile history of hi iTOud lucK t»ut L

I" an

I Miise(|U

x"s face showed no sij^ii of aiiiirova! while lie listeiiec

entiv the storv he-'un in high tnumpii was v 111 led in

,ir and trembling.

ai have pu t vour finixer between the tree and the hark.

hiilocq >as the Secretarv-Oenerars dry comment. •Oh

rve the utmost secreev as to this affair, uidess you want to

ake very pow M-ful enemies; it is a work <>f the greatest im-

irtaiice, an*1 1 have cognizance o f it."

And des Lupeaulx di>missed Dulocii with a glance of a

id which sjieaks more than W(H-(1s.

Dutocci wa

said to himseli

s di>niaved to find a rival in his rh Al

that scoundrel of a iJalMUirdin is in it

He is a stalT-oiru r. while I am a p rivaie sohlier. 1

• ou Id not have believed it.

So to all his previous motivi s for detest ill',' IJaliourdin.

added another and most cogent reason lor liaP -th

loiisv that one wo rkmaii f'''!- of another in the same Iradt

When des Lupeaulx was left alone his meditations took a

I

^m^.wir^jmmE. -m^ •IAiR^^1r\^',il^^m't^^m}^fm''':!mslkmmlms
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siuf^nilnr turn. Ifabounlin u;i> an iiislruiiicnt in the hands

of sonif power; what power was it 'f Slimild lie profit ijy this

surprisinj,' (hieiinienl lo rnin the man? Or should he iiso it

the better to >uc(ee(i witli tlie man's wife? Tlie mystory was

perfectly obscure. Des l.upea\il.\ turned tlie pages in dis-

may. The men whom he knew were summed up with unheard-

of sagacity, lie adnurcd liabouniin, while lie felt the sti b

to the heart. lie was still reading whin breakfast wa^ an-

nounced.

"You will keep His Excellency waiting if you do not go

down at once," the Minister's footman came to say.

The Minister breakfasted with his wife and children and

des Lnj)eaulx. There were no servants in the room. The

morning meal is the one moment of home life that a states-

man can snatch froju the all-ai)Sorhing demands of puhHc

business; but i:i spite of the barriers raised with ingenious

care, so that one hour U'ay be given uji entirely to the family

and the atfections, many intruders, great and small, ilnd ways

of breaking in upon it. I'ublic business, as at this moment,

often comes athwart their enjoyment.

'T thouglil liabouniin was above the ordinary level of

clerks; and lo and bihold I ten minnte> after la Billardierc's

death, he takes it into his heatl to send me a regular stage

billet through la Briere." said the Minister, and he held out

the sheet of pajier which he was twisting in his lingers.

Rabourdin had written the note before ho hoard of M. dn

la l)illardiere's dcuh through la Briere; he was too noble-

minded to think of the liase construction that might be pm
upon it, and allowed la Hriere to retain and deliver the mis-

sive. Des Lupeaulx read as follows:

—

"MoNSKifiN'KrR,— If twenty-three years of irreproachahlf

service may merit a favor, I entreat Your !''\cel!ency to grant

me an amlience this very day. !t is a i.uitler in uhich niv

honor is involved,'" and the note ended with the usual respect-

ful formulas.
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Poor man!'" Siii.l .le^ Luiu-aulx, in a pitying ton.', wliuli

;
111,. MiniMiT still iindrr a iiii-a|.|.ivlu>n>i.>n ;

"wr aiv by

imIvos let him .onif. Vou -o to the ('..iincil alt.T tlu>

iiM' risos, and V"ur Kx(rll( ihv i> bound to ^'ivc an answer

,|„. Oitpo^ition to-dav; lliis is tho only time that you can

hini-
'

Dr. Lupcaulx roso, sent for tlu' usher, said a word to him,

iiiid (.-anic l)a(k to tho tal)l<'.

••! am adjourning,' him to the dessert." said he.

Hi. Exeellenrv. like most other ministers under the Hos-

...lation. was j.a^t his vouth. Tlu- Chart.T -ranted by Louis

Will., unhukilv. tied the Kin-'s hands; he was forced to

. ^^ the destinies of thr country over to (luadra-enarians of

':• , Chamber oi Deputies and peers of seventy. A knifj had

, ,1 power to look wheresoever he would for an al)le political

i, der and to put him forward in sj.ite of his youtli or pov-

,.r. Napoleon, and Nai.oleon alone, might employ young

men if he chose ; no consideration, led him to pause. And so

,. fell out that since the fall of that mighty Will, energy

1 :„| deserted authority. And in France, of all countries in

; ir world, the contrast between slackness and vigor is a dan-

vrou.« one. As a rule, the minister who comes into power

i,,i,. in life, is a mcdiocritv; while young ministers have been

1 . .rlorv of European kingdoms and Kep-blics. The world

- ri'iKnn-r yet with the contest between Pitt and Napoleon;

;i,d thev!iike Henri IV., like Pichelieu. Mazarin, Colbert,

i nuvois". the Prince of Orange, the Due de (hiisc. Francesco

,i..lla Rovere. and Machiavclli, like all great statesmen, in

^hort whether thev come of low origin or are born to a

ri.rone. began to govern at an early age. The Convention,

:h:.t model of energy, was in great part con,po>ed of young

L.ad- and no sovereign can alTord to forget that tlu; Con-

,, iition brouudit fourteen armies into the field against Europe ;

liK" policv t'hat brought about such disastrous rc-ults for

absolute power (as it is called) was non- the less dictated by

rue monarchical iirinciples, and the Cunveiitu.n bore itself

,.- a great king. m
Mi

M
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Al'liT ten (ir Iwclvc ycnrs of p.irliMincMinrv >(rifi'. afi-r

j^oini: ii.iiiiiii iiiid ;ij::iiii omt the -nine Lrrdiiml I ill lie j^fi-w

jiidcd. ilii> |);iiMi(iil;ir iiiinislcr liiid been, in truth. |)iil in nilio.

hy ,-1 |);iily «l:icli rcuiii'dcil him ii> its nian nf lMi,-inr».

Fdrtiinalrly (m him. he was iicai'cr sixty tlian lil'ty year-

old; if he had .-how n any >i.^''ns of yonlhfnl eiieruy. he wonlij

ha\i' eoMie |(rom]itl\' to j,'rief. But iieinif aeen-loincd |o l'^im'

way. to heat a retreat, ami return to the ehar^e. he conlij

stand a:,Min>t the hlou s dealt him l>y all and -uiidry, liy tlic

Oj)[)osition or hy hir- own >ide. hy the Court oi' ilu' eleriry;

opposin.u' to it all the (/>• iiitrtiir of a ^o^t hut unyielding;

sulistaiH-e. In .-hurt, he enjoyed the advantajzes of his mis-

fortune. Like -ome old harristi-r that has pleaded e\ery

coiiceivahle cause, he had ]>a>-ed throu_L.di the lire on countless

([Ue>tioiis of ( Jowrnment, till his mind no lont^er retained

till' keen ed;.;'e prt'>er\ed hv the s(ditary thinker; and he lacked

that faculty of makini; jtrompt decisions, which is acipiired

carlv in a life of a(lioii. and more opeeially in a military

career, ilow shoidd he have heeti other than he was? All

Ids life lout; he had juLi'^ied with ipiestions instead of u^iiiLT

Ills own judLTnuMit ujkui them; he had criticised clTects with-

out goin,:; into the causes; and hoides. and above all this, his

head was full of the eiidhss refm'ms which a party thrusts

ui)oii its lead<'r; he was hurdeiied with proixramines desiLTued

to gain the private ends of various personages: for if an

orator has a future before him, he is sure to be embarrassed

with all kinds (d' im(iraeticahle schemes and unpractical ad-

vice. So far from .-tailing fre-h. the minister was Jaded ami

tired with marches and counter-marchi-s. And when at la.-t

lie reached the long-ilesired heights, he foumi his ])aths be-el

with ihiu'ii^ on every !-ide, and a thoii-and contrary di--

j)ositioiis to be rccoiu-ilcd. If the statesmen of the Hestora-

tioii could but have followed out their own ideas, their

capacities wmild no doubi be less exposed to criticism; hui

while their will.- were overruled, tlu'ir agt' wa- llie salvation

of ihcin: thev were phv-ically incapable of contemling. as

vouiiiier men would have dmie, with htw intrigue in Iiigh

'5I?S?I!i^!^!S???!!SES^!!?^f^vH^^i^
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iiitri'nii's wIik li -dhu

-liH'iijrlli <i a lilciirluil.

tiiuc- pi'Kvrd loo iiiucli ovi'ii for

To <m-\\ knaviTV in a loutT

•re ualioiinlin \va> ali'Ui I to fall a victim. To tho throes

.,irl_v stru<rL,'l(- riicrcctlid the ilii'oo of oIVkc, for iiu'ii not

iiiiu-li old iis ajicd 1» I'-iv ilic tinu'. And so. just as they

dfd the keen ^i>,'hl of tln' ra-h', their r_\v> were growing;

II : and their faculties were e\hau>ted when their work

led for redouhled \ i,uor.

irdin ant to eonlide his

1 to hear the ino.-t inp'nious theories
Th. M ini>ter to whom Ivalioi

•me was aecu>tome(

Miounded to him (hiilv hv ineii of umiue>tioiied a

mes more or less a|i|plieal)le. or inapiilieahle. to
}

hilitv;

hiii)U

:-mess in r ranee were niroii<Mil coiilinuallv l)etore nis eyes.

hei r promoters had not the remole.-t eon (elitlon o

unities o t <aneral noliev : ihev used t o wavlav till' M
f the

inister

V, i!ll

his return from a pitched liattle in the llou>e. or a struggle

t I'onrt ; thev a>sailed liini on

tht

foil V iielund the ^cene,~ a

eve of a wrestling-hout with iniblie oinnioii. or on llie

iii'ow of soin

ijit in three.

diph mat ic (plot 1' 111 (jii which the Caliiuel had

A statesman thus situated naturally lias a

readv to apply at the iirst hint id' an improvement in

stal)lished order of thii ii£s Daring >pec ula lors and men

>!ii hi'liind the scenes in polities or in aiiee were not wont to

•t round a diniier-iahle m tho>e days to sum up the opin-

s of the Stock E\<-hange am
V ill some utterance It

1 the Money Market, together

t fall hv Diplomacy, in one profound

-viiig. The Minister had, however, a sort of privy eouneil

!:i his (irivate ^e^•reta^y and secretary-general: they chewed

li'i' end of retleetioii, and eoiit rolled and analyzed the inter-

.~is that spoke through so many insinuating voices.

It was the Minister's unfortunate hahit (the invariahle

! ihit of sexagenarian minislers) to -liutlle oiu o

(luestion wa

f diHicultiei

\. s fairlv faied; the (iovt'rniiieiit was (juietly

lead <d' strikmi: opeiilv; it wasn 111•iving to gag joiirnali>i

'ading the (inancial ipiestion; temporizing with the eh-rgy

- with the National I'roperty dilliciilty. with laheralism as

> nil the control of the I'liamljcr. Now as the Minister in

was&^^ik' •'Ji'T'SKaaBSfflPFi'tvx^iy ^r?*J^^?^-"tV.:?'
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seven years liiul outtliiiikcd the powers that In', lie considered

that he coiild eoiue round every ijuestioii in the- «anie w;u.

It was natural that a man should try to keep his position hy

continuing to use the methods hy whiih he rose; so nattind,

that nobody vi'iitureil to eriticise a system ilevised hy

mediocrity to pleasi' mediocrity. The Restoration (like ilio

Revolution in I'oland) clearly showed how much a great man

is worth to a nation, and what hap|)ens if he is not fortii-

coming. The last antl greatest defect of the Restoratii>n

statesmen was their honesty, for their opponents availed tluiii-

selves of slander and lies and all the resources of political

rascality, until, by the most subvcr>ivc methods, they let

loose the unintelligent masses; and the large body of the peo-

[)le are (piick to grasp but one idea—the idea of riot.

All this Rabourdin had told himself. Still, he had decided

to hazard all to win all. much as a jaded gamester agrees with

himself to try but one more throw; and fate, meanwliili',

sent liini a trickster for his opponent in the shape of des Lu-

peaulx. And yet. however sagacious Rabourdin might be,

he was better skilled in administrative work than in parlia-

mentary perspective. He did not iuuigine the whole truth;

it had not occurred to liim that the great practical work of

his life was about to become a theory for the ^Finister, or that

a statesman would incvital)ly class him with after-dinner in-

novators and armchair reformers.

His Excellency had Just risen from table. He was

thinking not of Rabourdin, but of Francois Keller. His

wife detained him by offering him a bunch of grapes, when

the chief clerk was announced. W'n Lu|)eaulx had reckoned

upon this preoccupied mood; he knew that Ilis Excellency s

mind would bi- taken up hy his "extempore" speeches; so,

seeing that the .Minister .vas engaged in a discussion with

his wife, the 8ecretary-(!eneral came forward. Eabourdiii

was thunderstruck by the first words.

"We. ilis Exicllency and I. have been informed of tho

work ''" which y()U are engaged," said des l^upcnulx, lower-

ing his voice; "you have nothing to fear from Dutocq, or

'KSsmsTJ^i^^i^By: VT^^.-W"
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k

Ml any oro whalcvcr." he acUk'<l, Hpraking tlio last tVw

vi\< aloud.
. .. . ,

|)<) not worrv vmirsclf in aiiy way. I?iilMmnliii."' His h\-

\\\c\ i^i\U\ kin.ily. l)Ut lu' made as thoii^^di \\v would ro-

•it.

Itabourdin came forward respectfully, and tlie Minister

.•.'„] not choose but remain.

•Will Your Excellency ( ondescend to permit me to say

w words in private?" said Uahourdin, with a significant

IIIICO.

|1ic Minister looked at the clock, then he went towards a

mkIow. and l{atioiirdin followed him.

•When may I have the lioiK.r of sulimittin? the affair to

Miir Kxccllencv, so that I may explain the scheme of ad-

PMistration to'which that paper relates? It is sure to be

-. d to sully
"

•A scheme of administration," the Minister broke in,

11 ling his brows as he spoke. "If you have anything of the

!!d to lay before nie. wait till the day when we work to-

!ier. Ihave to attend the Council to-day. and I must

ike a replv to a (piestion raised by the Opposition yester-

\ just before the House rose. Next Friday is your day;

, did no work yesterday, for 1 had no time to attend to the

:-inePS of the "dei)artment. Politioal affairs stood in the

:iv of purely administrative business."

-I leave my honor with confidence in Your Excellency's

;iiids." Rahonrdin answered gravely, "and I beg of yon to

member that 1 was not permitted to offer an explanation

: the missing document at once
"

"Why, vou need fear nothing." broke in des Taipeaulx, aa

, came between them ; "you are sure of your nomination in

week's time
"

Tlie Minister began to laugh: he remembered des Lu-

.aulx's enthusiasm over Mine. IJabourdin. and looked slyly

! his wife. The Cniintess smiled. This bv-play surprised

,';il)ourdin: be wondered what it meant; for a moment be

a-ed to hold llie Minister wiili his eye, and His E.xcellency

!.ok the opportunity of escape.

IN

fe'iivm-^'
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"We will tiiUf ,! (lull li.^rclh.T over nil this," silid <!,•-

Lu[ic;iiil\. when i{;il)i,iiriliii. not wiilimit hfwildcniiciit, fdiiinl

liiinsrir ,il(.iic with tlw Si.civ|,-irv-( Inicnil. "iiiit do not licar

mjili((' ;i;:iiiii>t l>ut.Mi|: I will .iii^wi r t'nr liiiii."

'•Mine, {{jiboiirdiii i> ;i chariiiiii;: wnnifiii." put in tho Count-
ess, for the siikc (if -iiviiiLT -oiiicthiii^'.

'i'hc children pized (iirimisly .it the visitor. Uiihounlin
'I'l'l I " l>repiire(| for n ;r,.,.j|t drdeiil; now he felt ils if h..

were ,1 hi-.' (ish taken in lh(,' toils of u line net. lie striigj,'k'd

wiih hini>( If.

"Mine, la Conitesse is verv kind," lie said.

'•^lay 1 iiiit lia\e the pleasure n\' xciii;: yon on one of iiiv

Fridays?" cdni imi,,! th,. l,.|,|y ; "hrin^' y^iir wife to us, \nu
will do me a fa\nr "

"That is Mine. l,'alioiirdin"> ni^dit," put in des [.upeaiilv.

knowin;: what ollicial Friday- ucre like; -hut -ince vou aiv

so -rood. \ou are ;:iviii.Lr a small evening party soon, I he-

lieve
"

The Miiii>ter"s wil'e <ecined aniioved,

"Vou are the inasicr of the e. renionies," she i-aid, addros-
iiig (h'> Iai|ieaiil\ a> -he ro>e.

In thoH' aiiihi--uous words >iie exjires^ed her vexation; (ks

Lupeaulx was intrudin.L^ ,i:ne>t- upon one of her small parties,

to which none hut a select few were admitted. Then, with
a how to lialiouidin. ^he went, and t\v< Lupleaux and the

chief clerk were left alone III the little hrcakfast-room. I»cs

f.upeaulx uas cruiiiplin;: m liit of pa|ier hetwcen his fingers;

Wahoiirdin rc( ognizcd his own conlidential note.

"^ oil do not really know me,"" the .'~^ecrelarv-(!eneral heirau

with a smile, '"tdi Friday evening we will come to a thor-

ough understanding. J am hound to give audience now ;

the Miiii>ter is juniing cveryihing on my .-hoiilders to-d.iv.

for he is preparing f..r the Chamher. iUu. Rahourdin, veil

have iioihing to fear, I rcjieat."

Slowly K'ahoiirdin made his way downstairs. He was he-

wihlercd hy the iiiicvpeci ei| lucn til. I tilings were taking'.

-He believed that l)utoc(| had deiiMiineed him; ho was not nil-
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n ; llu- li>t in w huh <\r~ \. Ipr UlK Wli- -O SIMTt'lv iTitici^

>- imw m till- hiiiiil- nl" ih;il wuriliv. aii.l y.i .Ics [.w] it'jiiiK

- Ihitt.riii;: Ills jiKhic Ii \\,H Iii.[.rlfr.sl\ hrwihlcriii-:.

- Miu'hifnruiird iHopIc (iml it luird to -im- (hfir wjiv lliroiiL'li

'f intrit:iir. !ii!il I.'uhoiir'in h.^ hiiiivrlf in ;i hihyrinth
"iiijcctiirc. hut fnihil to iiii(lcr.~taii(I the SucrctMrv-CJcii-

•rather h<' h;i- ih I rcni 'ic artich' upon hitMsclf. or li<'

ill love will) my u it'i'."

'i'licsc words 'vn-c tlir tlioiiLdits ih:il i roHLrlit hiiM to ii «tiind

,1- h.' crossi'd tile roiirlMird : ;ind the ;,'h-iit(c cNchiiiiL'iMl hctwccii
I 1,'stin,. and ih':^ \.\\\n-.[u\\. ii!;d intercepted hist ni;,'ht,

:I..-lied like JiLrlitiiin'' npon his tnemor'v,

Miiriiii: K.I 1)01 in! ill's nlisenee hi- olllce liad. of course.

-.''.led from a sudden accession of veliement c\( , rtnent .

il'' rehitions hetween I'le upper powers ami siihordinates
.!." very iiiiicli laid down hy rule; ami sjTeal. therefore, uas
!::'• comment u len an ii-lier appeared! from Hi- K\ce||encv
I" a-k for tlie chief clerk, especially as he came at a: hour
\i''!i ministers are invi.-ible. As tin- e\traordinar\ com-
!:; nieation coincided, moreover, with the death id' M. de hi

r. :!iirdicre, it seemed peculiarly siixnincant to M. Sai!!a'-d

uiiiii he heard of it thr(uii,di M. ( 'lerLTcoi. I|i' went to <-oii! >•

uiili Ills son-in-law. Bixiou happei'ii] to he workim: wn
iii- chief at tlie time; lie left I'.audoyer with lii- relative and
!"!".ik himself to the IJahoiirdin-. 'Vork was sii-pemled.

MiNloi' (conniif/ in). "You are takiiie^ tliinirs coollv here.

- liemeii! ^ ou don't know what is jjfoin^' on downstairs.

/ ' Vrrturiisi' litihdiinliii is in for it ; yes, cashiered I A pain-
I I scene with tlie ^Minister."

i»(TO('Q {looking at Birion). "Is that i fact'""

l')i\iou. "Who will he any the worse? Not \..m for one;
<: I'.ru(d will he chief clerk, and you his assi>ta!tt .M. liau-

iJ'.iT will he head of tlie divisiui."

i'l-Kl-KY. "I'll hel a hundred fraiu- ihal P.audour will

I • \er he head of the division."

ViMKLX. "Will you join us, M. I'oiret, and take tli • l)€t'"

19

I!
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PoiRET. 'i ^M mv |M ii.Muii on tlir 1st of Jiiiumry."
BlXlDl-. "Ulinl. -ii;il| uc ii(\cr iiioiT liclioM ynuV -hui'.

laces I What will liic ilcinirtiiiiiit do willimii ynii':' Wlm
will take my l»tt 'r

"

Dl T(»r(^. "Not I ; 1 vjioiilil 1(0 iM'ttiiiLC oil a criainty. M.

Hahouniiii is ii.niiiiialr.I. M. d,. |a I5illanli.iv. mi lii>'(l.ii!|i.

Ih'iI. ncoiiiiMi'ndcd hiiii In ihf tuo iiiiiiislrr>, and >aid tiial hf

had drawn llir pav while Uahoiirdin did all I he wuik. U,.

had .-(Tuples (d" ennscieiiee ; so. suhjeet to order, fr.nii al)ovi',

they promised to nominate IJahoiirdiii to e.i-e his mind."'
HiMoc. "(leiitlenian, all (d* yoii lake my wairer; llicru

ari' seven of yon. for yoii will he one. M. riiellion. ! Uv\

yon a dinner id' IIm- hundred francs at ihe lloiltn- dr Cnhvlr
that Kahoiinlin will not j,'et la Hillardiere's place. It won't
cost you II hundred francs ai)ieee. whereas I risk five hiiiidml.
I'll take you siii;,de-handed, in short. Does that suit? Will
you <r(i in, du Hrucl y

PilKi.ijoN (Idijinij (loini Ins j,fii). "On what, mosieiir,

does your contini^ent jiropo.sition dciM-nd? for continp'iit it

is! hut I err in usiii;; the word 'i)roposition,' I mean to say

'contract.' A wager constitutes a contract."

Fi.iifUY. "Xo, you can't call it a (ontract, the Codi'

docs not recognize ii wager; von can't take action to cufono
it."

DuTOCQ. "The Code recognizes it if it makes provision
against it."

BlXiou. "Well put, Dutoc(i, my boy."

PoiHET. "Indi'ed!"

FLi:ruY. "That is right. It is as if you refuse to pav
your dehts, you admit them."

TiiuiLLlKlt. "Famous jurisconsults you would make I"

PoiUKT. "I am as curious as il. Phellion to know wluit

M. Bixiou's het is about
"

Bixiof {shouts across ihe office). "Du Bruel I are you
going in ?"

Di- Bitt'Ki. (shoiriiig himself). "Fiddle-de-dee! gontlo-
meii, 1 have something dillicult to do; 1 have to draw up the



THK (iOVKItSMKNT CLKUKS a>i

iiiiiuncetiicnt of M. tic la Itill.iniiriiV iltiitli. Fur nun ;\ .-,

. . a littlf <jiii('l ; yuu had bitter laugli and lu't al'tcr-

Till III. ii;u. "Metier licl ! vdu are infriii^'in;,' on mv puns."

lllXKM (<l<iiiiij mill ilii Itriiil's iifjiirf. "Tile nld Ih)_v"h

iM!ie;.'yrie ii^ a very liard tliiii;^' to write, dii l>ruel. ami that ia

.1 1.1(1 ; I would .-(Miner liave made a <ariealuru of liini."

I »i lliiri;i,. "1)(> help me, liixioii."

I'.iMor.—"1 am ((iiite willing, though this sort of thing

• .iM( r lo do aftiT dinner."

I M r>i!i i:i.. "We will dine together." (liriuls.) "'Kvery

K( ligioii and the Monarehy lo>e soiiu- one of those who
liu'lil for them in the time of the l{evolution

""

l'>i.\i()i'. "Had. 1 fhould put
—'Death is particularly

, \ among the olde.»t champion.- cd" the Monarchy and the

-I faithful .servants of a King, whose heart hleeds at each

:

. -h blow.'" (Du Unul irrili-s luistllt/.)
"

'.M. le Haroii

i itnet de la Hillardiero died this morning of dro[)sv on the

-t, brought on by heart com])laint . . ." You .«oe, it

'f .-oine eon.>ie(|uence to prove that a man in a government
•
((• has a heart ; you might slip in a little j)a(ldiiig almiit

i'" emotions of Royalists during the Terror, eh? It would

I ! be amiss. Yet—no. 'i'lie minor newspapers would be

-iiiig that the emotions struck not the lieart. but regions

! ur down. We won't mention it.—What have you put?"

l>i BuLKL {reads). "'A scion of an old parliamentary
,1, ' »>^"ck

Hixiou. "Very good! That is poetical, and i7c»cfc i3 pro-
]' undly true."

1)1' HiUKi, (cotitiinteif). "'—in whom devotion to the

ihrone, no le>s than attachim'tit to the faith of our fathers,

WIS handed down from generation to generation; M. do la

liillardiere '
"

Hi.XioU. "I should put '.M. le liaron.'

"

Du Briei,. "Hut he wasn't a baron m 1T'J3."

liixiou. "It is all one. Don't you know that Fouche, in

t.'iu time of the Empire, was once telling an anecdote of the

-~w -e
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It

Convention and Ifoiicspifrrc ; and in the course of it lie saiil,

•i{obespieiTc said to nu\ "Dui: d'Otraiitc, go to tlie Hotel du

\'illcl"""— -i> tlirrc is a precedent."

l)L- r>i!i i;i,. ".hisi let ine jot that down I Jint we must
not put "tlie Baron" here: 1 am keeping all the favors ihe

Kiiii: showered upon him for the end."

Hixior. ".Ml ! right— it is tiie dramatic effect, the curtain

picture of tiie article."

1)( iiuiKi.. "It comes here, do you see?
—

'By raising M.
de la Billardiere to the rank of Baron, by appointing hiru

Gontleniaii in Ordinary-
""

lil.Moi' (asiili). "\'ery ordinary."

Dr BiUKi.. "'—of the Bedcliamiier, etc.. His Majesty

rewarded the services of tlie provost who tempered a rigorous

performaiu-e of his duty with the habitual uiiidness of the

Bourbons, and tiie courage of a Vendean who did not bow
the knee to the Imperial idol. M. de la Billardiere leavei

a son who inherits iiis devotion and his talents," and so on

and so on.""

Bi.xioi . ".Vreirt you coming it rather too strong? Isii"t

the coloring too rieh ? There is that poi'tieal Higlit 'the

Imperial idol" and "bowing the knee"; I should tone it down
a bit. Hang it all! \'au(K'vil!es spoil your hand, till you

cannot write |)edestrian pro-e. / should ])Ut
—'He belonged

to the small numi)er of tlio.^e who," etc. Simplify; you have

a sini])li'ton to ileal with.""

Di r.uiKi.. "'Phere is another joke for a vaudeville I You
would make your f<irtuiie at writing for the stage, Bi.xiou

'"

Bixmr. "What have you ]iut about Quiberon ?"" (Reads.)

"That IS not the thing! This is how I should draft

it
—

'In a Work recently ])ul)lished, he took all the re-

spiMisibilil V of the 111' fortunes of the (^uiiienui expedition

iifion liiiii-eif. thus givinir the measure of a devotion which

shrank from no sacrilii'c."—That is neat and ingenious, and
you >a\e la Billardiere's eharaeter."'

Dr Bi!ri:i,. "liut at the expense of whom ?"'

i>i^ loi I <: nulls lis ti jirii<i ii> 'I iniljiil). "Of Hoche and

Tallieii, of (oiirse. Why, don't you know your history?"
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Di; Bruei.. "^^•'. I have subscrihed to llu' Baiuliiir.s" col-

lirtiuii. but I lia\e not had tiiuu lu look into it: there; are no

^iil'jcctb for vaudeviUes."

I'liici.LiOX (('/( tlic doorwaij). "M. Bixioii, we should all

1 kr to know what it is that ean induce yon to lielieve tiiat M.

ll:il)onrdin will not lie nominated as lieail of the division,

V. lull the virtuous and worthy M. liaijounliii lias taken tlie

!r-|iunsil)ility of tliu division for nine months, and stands

'.'.v-: in order of seniority in the departments; and the Min-

i-!i r no sooner comes baek from M. de la IJillardiere's than he

.-I mis the usher to feteh him."

r.ixioi:. "Daddy I'hellion, do you know geo-rraphy?"

I'liKi.i.lON (swelling visibli/). "So 1 tlatter myself, sir."

iiixioiT. "History?"'

I'liKi.T.lox (luudcsily). '"Pcrha])s."

i'.ixioi- {luoklii;/ at him). "Your diiimond is not pro])-

rlv set; it will drop out directly.— Wfll. yon know nothing;

cf iiuman nature; you have gone no furilier in that study than

ill your explorations of the snl)urbs of Paris."

1'oii{i:t (in n low voice to Viunnx). "Sniuirbs of I'aris!

I ihou-fht that we were talking about M. Habourdin."

IWxior. "Docs Rabourdin's oflice in a body take my bet?"

Omxes. "Yes."

liixiou. "Du Brucl. are you going in?"

Dt; BuUEL. "I should think so! It is to our interest that

(Mir chief clerk should be head of the division, for all ilie

iv>t of us go up a step."

'rilfilJ.lEii. "We all go a-hcad!" (Aside to Phrllion).

That was neat."

P>ixior. "I bet ho won't: and for this reason. You will

'iiirdly understand it: but T will tell you why, all the same.

1; i- right and fair that M. Habourdin should get the ajipoiiit-

•i.nt (tool's at Dufocq) ; for seniority, ability, and i>robity

'v recognized, appreciated, and rewarded in his person. Be-

llas, it is. of course, to the int(>rest of the adrni;!! tration to

iipnint him." (J'hrllioi/ .
I'rdrrt. and Thnil'ier, listening

ithout comprehending a word, look as though they were tnj-

.Ik
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tn^, to sec thruiKjIi tliirl,ni:<x.) "Well, l)cc'iiiis(> liic appoint-

ment is (ItMTVi'd and so suitable in all tlu'sc ways, [ (isiiow

ing all till' while how wise and just the iiieastire is) will hct

that it will not ho taken. \o; it will end in failure, liki' iho

Boulogne and Russian expeditions, tluui^di genius had left

nothing undone to ensure succetfs. 1 am playing the devd's

game."

I)i' HiUKi.. "But whom else can they appoint?"
Bixiof. "The more I think of r.atidoyer. the more plainly

it apj)ears that in the matter of (|ualilieatioiis for the post

he i.s the exact opposite of Hahdiirdin. ('onse(piontly. he

will he head of the division."

DlTOCQ {(Irirci, Id uin iinlies). "Kut M. des Lupeaulx
gent for me this morning tn a~k for my Charlet : and he tnl.l

Jne that ^1. l^-ihourdin had just heen nominated, and voiini:

la liillardiiM'e was to he transferred to the .\udit Ollice."

Bl.Muf. '"ApiJointed : appointed I The nominalion will

not he !^o much as signed for ten days to come. Thev will

make the appoint 'ucut for Xew Year's Dav. There. I. k

at your chief down there in the courtyard, ami tell me if l.a

Vcrtucuse Rabourdhi looks like a man in favur! Am '»:!•

would think he had heen cashiered." {Fhuri/ ni.tlns fo the

window.) "(iood-ilay. gentlemen. I am just going to an-

nounce the nomination to M. '{auth.ycr: it will infuriate

him. at any rate, the hn|\ man! And then I will tell him
about our bet. to hearten liini up again. That is what we
call a jnr'niati'vi on the stage, is it not. dii Bruel ?—What dn.s

it matter to me? If i win. he will take me for a.^.sistant

clerk?" {(jucs out.)

I'oiKKT. "Everybody says tliat thai gentleman is clever:

wi'll. for my own part. I iievcr can make anything out of his

talk" (irritiiuj as he sjiiuil,:-!) .
"[ listen and lisl.'ii. I h.'ur

words, and e;innot grasp any sense in them. He bring in

the suburbs df Paris when he is talking abunt human nature:
then he begins with the Hdiilogne and Russian expeditions,
and says that he i.- playing the Devil's gaini'." { /.in/.< dmni
his pen and yocs to the stove.) "First of all, you must

Wttm

riS- -^HT
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:i>,-iini(' that tho Devil ,riiiiil>l('.-;, then fiiu] out what game he

plays! First of all, there is the j^aiiie of dominoes "

(
hloirs Ilia iiosc.)

I'l.Ki'iY {inlcrrupliiKj him). "Old Poiret is hlowing his

iMi.-i' ; it is eleven o'clock."

Ill- Bhukl. "So it is !—Already ! I am off to the secrc-

iiiy's ollice."

I'oiUKT. "Where am I
?"'

J'liL'iLr.iEU. "Doniiiiij, which is 'to the lord': for you
Wire talking of the Devil, and the Devil is a suzerain v.ithout

:i rharter. But this is not so much a pun as a [ilay on words.

Anyhow, 1 see no ditference between a play on words and "

[Srhasticn cuincs in to collect circulars to be checked and
.<i'Jlird.)

Vi.MKUX. "Here yon are, niy line fellow! Your time of

'rial is over; you will he est.-.blislied ! M. Kahourdin will

j.'i the appointment. You were at Mine. i{al)ourdin's

!
irty yesterday. IIow lucky yo\i are to go to tliat house!

I iit'y say that very hiuidsonie wcnien go there."

"-^i;iiA.sTiiiN. "I do not know.
"

i'i,i:tuv. ".:\re you lilind .-"

Si:H.\sTiiiN. "I am not at all foj.d of looking at things
V !( n I cannot i:aw them !''

l'iii;i.LioN (ilelifihte,!). -'Well said, young man."
\'iMi:ix. "Yon surely look at Mine. Rabourdin. Why,

:Dig it all ! a charming wonum."
l'i.i:i"i!Y. "Pooh ! i\ thin figure. T have -cen her at tho

T.ileries (iardcns. Percilliee, Ballet's mistress and C'as-

inmg's victim, is much more to my taste."

riiKi.i.io.v. "But what has an actress to do with a chief
^' rk's wife?"

l»iT()(Q. "Both are playing a comedy."

li.i.titY {loohiiuj askance at Dutoai). "Tho physical has
' 'iliing to do with the moral; and if hv that you under-

,-,,„d
"

DirotQ. "Fi>r my own part, I understand nothing."

Ki.EiHV. "Which of us will be chief clerk? who wants
ii! know?"'
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Omni-s. "'l-.l! ii-:-

l''i.i:rin. it \i ill he ( 'ullcvill,'.""

Till ii.i.iKi,. "W In
-"

l-'l.l.nCl . "MlIM-. I Ml|(Mlir ||;|> illi.illv tilkfll tll«' ^llOI•t''-l

\Vil_\---l!ir-nll;rll ill,- ~;|i fi-! v

.'"

'I'm II i;i; ('Inhn. "I .nn P-,. ||ll,.ll M. < 'nnev lllr".- rnrli'i.

M- !• Ii-n i\ . lull lo liru' 111' \ uii I'l ri I'iMi I! t'ri'iti -jiciikm^r ||j^r)|| |y

(if !i:.- w I I'r."

l'lll:i.l.lMS. "WnriKll. \\]\i, Ii;l\i' 11" \\;\\ 'if ilcrfni|!v.r

tlifiiiMl\i-. -IhhiIiI iir\cr li.' thf .-iiliji-.T ,,f ,,|ir cirufr-i-

tioiis
'

\'iMi.i\. "Ami -n iiiiiili iiii. |c--. ^|nr(• iircM' Mini' ('.illr-

villi' uniiiit 'imi ;i~k l-"li'iir\ 1(1 her Ihhi-c: mi In iihickcii,- In r

(liai'ililcl' \i\ \\;\\ 111' lr\cliLri-.'"

|-i,i:ri,"t. "Stir uuiild imi I'li.ivf inc un iIh' miiiii' fiii.tiii„'

;i^ 'I'liiiillicr. lull I Willi -

"

I'll I I i-i.ii:i;. "W'luii: Wlii-ri'' CiuIit Iht n iii<li(Uv'-'"'

l-lrlirv- -UJL^-iT lll.lilr llllil -i i I'l iMIl nklhli ;l |MT-ii!l ill ill.'

iilliir. i!i:ii i\.T\ will' u;i- -iir|iri-.i| uhni hr i...ik 'riiiiillnr'-

l:i"' wiinl. Ill- iT-iL;ii:ilii>i' i'.ul it- -mircr in ;i lull I'ur t«'i

llMIldlv.! ri;i!!(- Willi ,1 |.,|rr:llil\ i|u||litf!|l ~i,i,'IIM t 11 Tc. ulll'il

ilni lltiH III 'rilinliiir W,!.- 1.1 |i|V-r!|l 1,, |)|^ -1-1. T. A .l.'.'li

silciici' -111 i.tiIim! Ill ihi- -kiriiii-ii. l-lvrrv Imilv v...rki'.l I'imiii

«Mii. ii"i-|..rk III! ilnv. |ii; j'.riiil dni iml .niii.- hiirk.

Tr.u.inl- li;iir-|i.i-i ihrr.' |iii'|i;ir:ii i.iii- I'.ir .;. ji.innrc wv
Tll;l(lr-"-liril-liil,- ..f ilil!- ;|||.| ili;l ml; m^r uf r..;lt . Wrllt un

siiniill;in.'ii!i-|v nil ihrnii-li ih.- i|: uari m.Mit. 'I'Ih' .!i.Ti>!i..i

li.-ilf-liuiir iliii- -jicni ..|i -iiinll i!.iiii.'-i i,- larr- -li.irt.'iinj lli.'

uurkiiiir il::\ l.v inv,;-, |\ liiiriv inniiil.-. Tin- ti-!ii|i.T;i| in.

nf oVitIic-iIimI I' ..Hi- f,|| -...I'.ll il.'uMTi--. ||i, (iil,,r |ir,-nllir

1.1 iitli.i - i-\,i|iiir,ii, il : -I I,.
1 11.' -rtili-il ijiiwii i.nii' mkut ; niid !.v

f'.lir ...I.Kk ll.ilic WCIT jrt'l liil! lllc |i;|| W.irktT-. lllr cli'lk-

\\\\i^ ii.i.k tli.'ir iliitii- ill f;iriif-t, A Miiil^lrr niiiv know ih.-

iii''ii lli.il <l.' ill.' work nf ill.' ilf|i.irtiiiciil l)v iiiakitiL' m rniiii.!

tliiTi..!' |iurirniaii\ al f.iiir n", In, k : luit -iidi Lrrcat and -rrinii-

I'lT-nii- nt'v.T liy aiiv rhancc inilu!;.'e' in rsfiinna^fi' of this

kind.
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\' 'hMt li'ur <1 !\'*rs ( *!•! ( !''vks m-i -k h nt' KT 111 tlHtil

IV'i tard aiits t'Mtta

;ill\ -jitiikllii:. a- !'tr\ u

I* ir nli':i- oil llir ilay - fvctit

alki'il .iiT hy tui)> an<i tlircfs.

ni)i«.ji wa> !!i favMi if IlalMUiriliri ; !iiil a f'W nl.i ~ta;^iTs,

1- M. <
'l('rL'f>». W(Mil"! -iiakc lltcir head- with a "U'lbvnt

i ni ///•
^ ' Saiilarii :ui«l I i..'''liivrr vs.-rc loiiricdusly

Niiixiih kiH'u "III':''" '. hai III -a\ III :lirii: ahi)ut

- ilcaih, and cv.n iiiitiv i'lli lliai Jlaudovcr nililht

l»-rlh iiMUiLMi III' fu-ia III' riLThl III it

.

rhc la>l Ti.iiiHil I'air iiail lit'l ihc liiuhliiiLi!? some

This iri ii'itil. Siiillan! hfiilu' -ilciici- uith

W I I! for \"U, iii\ n. iiit|i>\i-r.

(.Ill til iiiii|"r-i.iiiii uiiai I'.h/alii ;a i- i 'iiiikiiiix abmil

li Iiinl l:i- sDii-iii-lau , nr >"ii I (inilanl i»ii>t-hastf for

"I'ol I f.ir Tail C

a I r a

idaril .-aiil that, artiiii,' on

i

!•

I lick

il\i(i'. she hirii' a im-l-i liai-i'. ami i-'allfix is on tho

lack to III.- ouii riiiintrv at tlii> iiioiiiciit.

mirtliiii'' coiincctrd with tln' husiiii 111) il'iii bt. .-am

Hard.

hr iHii,-t liriri'iit hii-iiii'-- f'T II- just now is to find a

if ;:ill iii„' M. dr la l»iiiai'li.Tc"- |i!arc."'

l-lliiiion'-. till In thisiiiiir aimiLi till' l>iif >ani

ih' \ had ivarhi'd tln' I'alai- l»ii\al. l>iitii(i| r'amc up

|-ai-rd lii- hat.

If I can he I if an \' ii-' in \oii, -ir. iiiidi'i- tlif rircii instances.

•av iiiininaiii! inr

I li .-- (h'Viiii il t

h

111 -aiil. :l ililn^sin Ham ilViT. I am
an M 'iiidard i>i mhw intiTcsts.

Smii an uvcrtiin ;! aiiv rati', a rnnsnla! inii. rflurncd

MHtovcr :
illr ha- thi' i'-l""iii iif hiiiH-! |irii|ilc.*

If \nii ui!l iiindi--r''iid '1 ii-f \iiiir intliicni-c in |ir>icnn'

plan' iif .1— i-iaiii-rlrrk uiidiT \oii. and tin' cliiff Icrk

liii- M
thof r

Mil. \ll|l W ill inaki' till' fortniii'- of '\\ men.

iciii arc capai f di lint: aiuthintr in secure vour

\atinn.

.\rc von laiiudiin!.' at us, sir?" a-kcd Saiilard. ii|>cninf: widt

i-1l.-ll v\r

i-'ar he the thoU'dil from m said Duti 'I h ivo

If.;
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m

ju-st IjoL'ii lo tiiki' the obit nan iiuticf df M. dc la Rillardiere
to thr iicw.si.apcr ollicc ; M. d^.s l.iipraiilx .-ciil me. I have
the liiglu'st ropctt l<»r your talents al'lcr rcadiii^r the article
in the paiHT. Wlu'ii llic time v>>\m-> i'ur making an oiid of

Haboiirdin, it is in my power to strike the linal blow; con-
descenil to recollect that."

l>utoc(| disa|)pear('d.

"I'll be hanged if I understand a word of this," said Sail-
lard, as he stared at Baudoyer, whose little eyes e.\])ressed m
common degree of bewilderment. "We must .send out for

the paper this evening."

When the pair entered the sitting-room on the ground
floor, they found Mine. Saillard, Elizabetlu M. CJaudron, and
the vicar of St. Taul's all seated by a large fire. The vicar
turned as they came in; and Klizaiieth, looking at her hus-
band, made a sign of intelligence, but to little purpose.

"Sir." the cure was saying. "I was unwilling to delay my
thanks for the magnificent gift with which you have adorned
my poor cliunli; I could not venture into'debt to buy that
splendid monstrance. It is fit for a cathedral. As one of
till' most regular and pious of our parishioners, you must have
been particularly impressed by the bareness of the high altar.
I am just going to see M. le Coadjutcur ; he will shortly

press his satisfaction."

"I hav- done nothing as yet " began Baudoyor, but
is wife 1 I'oke in u|)on him.

"M. le Cure," said she. "I may betray the whole of his
ret now. .M. Handover counts upon conijileting -.vhat lie

i,a- begun by giving you a canopy against Corpus Domini.
But the purchase (ii'pends, to some extent, upon the state
of our linances, and our fiiumccs depend upon our advanee-
xiient."

"(iod rewards those who honor Him," said M. Gaudron,
as he followed the cure.

"Why do you not do us the honor to take pot-luck with us?"
asked Saillard.

'•Don"l go, my dear Uaudron," said the cure. "I have an
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invitation to dine witli the (iiiv of Suiiit-Uoch, yon know

,111 take M. (It HillardiiTc's funeral service to-mor-

MU'.

•M. le Cure de Saint-Hocli might say a word for ns, per-

l:iil)s!'"' began Baudoyer, but his wife gave a sharp tug at liis

(iiat-tails.

'Do be quiet, Baudoyer!" she whispered, as she drew him
:;i(i a corner. "Vou liave given a monstrance wortli live

liiiii

liV aiu

isand francs to our parish cliurch. I will exjjlain it all

IJaudoyer, the close-fisted, made a hideous grimace, and

ijipeared pensive throughout dinner.

"What ever made you take so much trouble to get a pass-

port for Kalleix? What is this that you are meddling in?"

hi' a>ked at length.

"It seems to me that Falleix's business is. to some extent,

>>• IS,"' Elizabetli answered drily, warning her husband with

:i glance not to speak befon.' M. (iaudron.

-Certainly it is," said old Saiilard, thinking of the partner-

.-liij).

''You reached the newspaper oi'.ice in tiim'. I hope," ron-

liiHied Elizabeth, addressing M. (iaudron, as she handed him

;i plate of soup.

"Yes, my dear madam," the cure replied. "The editor

iiiude not the slightest dithculty when he read ihe few words

irohi the Grand Almoner's secretary. 'I'hrough his good

"tliccs the little paragraph was put in the most suitaiile posi-

lion. I should never havo thought of that, i)Ul the young

;ii;ui at the news])aper otlice wis very wide awake. The
, hampions of religion may now comliat infidelity with eqinit

I'lrces, for tii.'re -s imich taleiit shown in the Royalist news-

jiapers. I hava every reason to believe that success will crown

\iur hopes. But you nuist renieuilier. my dear Handover,

!o use your influence for M. Colleville. it is in him that

His Eminence is interested, and 1 rcciived an injunction to

mention M. Colleville to you."

"If I am heail of tlie division, he shall be one of my chief

ilerks if they like," said Baudoyer.
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'I'hc line ti) the fiiltlli' Uiis dixoN rrTil aft(.'r diiuicr wli.'ii

the |M.rl(T liiiiic ill with tlic iiimi>lfriiil jiii|iiT. 'I'lu- two fol-

lowiii,^' |iiii;i;:ia|ili> (called ,/ilrc'/ilr/-< in jdiirnalistic lan-

gua^'c) a|i|i<;ii((l ihcrciii anion;,' the items of lU'ws:

—

"M. i.i; l'>\i(()\- i»i: i.A liii.i \ifi)ii:i;i: ilicj this tiiorniii.ir after

a loiii,r ami paiiit'iil illno-. In iiini iln' Imii;,' loses a devolnl

servant, and the Chiinh one of the iii(»i pious amoni,' her ciiil

dren. M. de la I'.ilianlieic's end \\a- a worthy erouii of a

^'feat career, a lilting'- termination of a life that was wliolly

demoted |i> |(eriloii~ inivMoiis in jierilous time-, and siili-

sei|iieiiil\ to ihe fiilliliiieiit of verv dilliciill diili<'s. .As jrriind

jirovosi ot' a department. M. de la l'.illardiere"s foree of cliar-

acter triiimplu'd over all oli-i,iile-; rai-iil l)\- re! leliion ; ami
later, when he accepted .in arduous |io-i as the liead of a de

partnieiil. Iii> in-iLrlit \\a> nut less ii>efiil lliaii hi< l-'rencliiiian'

ndiiet id' the wei^^hty alfairs transaclcdiirlianily in the eo

in his province. Xo rewards were evi'r lietter deserved tliim

those iiy which Hi- Majc-ly uas pleaded to crown a lovaltv

llial never wavered under the usurper. -'I'he ancient family

will live a;,Min in a voiin.iri'r .-cion. who inherits the talent

and devotion of the excelleiil man whose los- is mourned iiv

.<o many friends. His Majoly. with a irracioiis word, lias

already ^nveii out that M. I'.enji.min de la liillardiere is to he

one of the (ieiitleiiian in Ordinary of the Hedchainher.

>illaiiliere"> numerous friends

. and nia\ not receive them in

•.\iiy id' the late M. de la i

who have not yet received card-

time, are informed tliat the funeral will take place to-morrow

at Saint-iJoch at four o', joi k. The funeral sermon will he

preached hy M. TAMie I'onlanon."

"AI. IsiiKii!!'. i*. \ci)(ivi:u. representative of one of tlio oldest

biirirhir families in I'aris, and chief clerk in the hi liillardiere

divi>ion, lias just reviveil mi'inorie- of t1ie old traditions of

])iety which dist iiii-niished the i:reat hni'ijrln-r houses of olden

times, when iili/e!i> uci-e so jealous of the pomp of K('li<,n'on,

and such !n\er> of her monuments. The Chureli of St. Paul.
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,j liii.-ilica wliitli \\v (.we t(» the Sim icty of ,Jc.-us, lackcM a

: .ii.-liiiiK't' ill kc<'|iiii;,' uiili its arcliitfctural splendors.

N.iiIkt llic vtslrv imr the iiicuiiilMiit cinilil atVnnl tu j^ivi>

I an ailornnirnt tn tlic altar. M. r>aniin\rr has just jtrc-

- 'it((l till.' |iari.-li uitli till' nion.-lraiii I' tiiat many persons have

.iiiiired at tiie e>Iaii!i>linient ot' M. (ioiiiiT. liie i\inj^"« ^'old-

-iM!li;aiid. tlianis.- to pn'ty tiiat did not sliriiil< rruiii so !arf,'e

; -mil. tile Cliiircli of St. I'aiil iiow possesses a niasterpieee

\ ilie 'Mld>niit!i s cral'i. fXi'iMitrd I I'oni .M. lie Sotniiiervieux s

Hunis. W e are irlad to luiilieitv to a fact which sliow:

alisiirditv (d' Lilieral iHinilia>t as to the .state of feel-

ainonj; the I'ari-iau iMiiirneoisie

1

lie II Plior nil

liaises liave iieeii lioyalist tiirou;,ni all tune, aiul alwavt

i>!iive theinselvos IJovalists at need."

ddle

will

"The price was fi\i' tlioiisaiid francs." said tlio .Xbhe

• i.iiidron. "Iiiit for ready iiioniy thf ('oiii-t ^old-iiiilh lowered

!;;- ileinands."

"IJeprescntative of one of tile oldest liiir^lier families in

"Tliere it i> 111 print, and in thes I repeated Saillaril

lal pajHT too I"

'ear M. (iaudnm. <\< inv father to think of ^i'nw-

nniijr to s!i|i into the ('ounte-~ ear when he takes her the

.'!:.. nthly allowaiici—just a few words that -ay everylhini,'. I

^^!ll leave voii now. [ niii>t l'o out witli riicie Mitral.

mid voii beli('\e it I could not llnd I'nrlc l>idanlt.

W'lat do.ir-hole can he he livin<{ in I .M. Mitral, kiiowiiiir his

V. ,i\s. sail 1 that all his hus iness 1; done hetween eii^lit o

.i:d noon: after that hour he is only to he {'(tiind at a place

i:ii!ed the Cafe 'I'heinis—a (|iieer-soniidinir naiiu

"Do they do justice there?" the .\hhe a>ked. laiiirhintr.

"How does he LTcf to a cafe at the corner of the (,>iiai des

\uL''iistins and the |{ue Daiiplline if plays a i:aiiie o f

i!"ininoes theri« with his friend M. (loli-nk every ni.Lrht. tliey

iv. I don't want to iro all hy myself, hut uncle will talce

IMC and hrintr me hack airain."

.\s she spoke. Mitral shoved his yellow countenance beneath
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ira^l

if

a wi;: tliiil iiiii;lil !ia\r Ihumi iiiadr 4 t\vilcli-j;rafs and
pliiftcri'd (louii (111 till' tnp ,,f his liciid. This wnrthv iiintic

II -i^Mi, whuli. Im'im^' iiittr|intr(l. iiicjiiit ih.it hi> iiifcc had
hfltiT tniiic at (iiicc, wilhoul riirlhcr wUftc of time which
wa> paid at I lie rate »i tw.t francs an hmir: and Mine. I?au-

dincr Weill a((nrdin;^'lv, without a word ni explanation to

liir father or liiisliand.

Wluii Klizah th liad gone, M. <iaudron turiied to Bau-
(hiver.

"ilea\eM." ohserved he, "has hestowed on von a treasure of

prudence and virtue in vour wife: -he is a jialtern of wisdom.
a (.'hristian woman with a divme ^\\'\ i>{ iniderHtandinjj.

Ueliiiioii ahme can form a ciiarader so eoiiiplolP. To-nuir-
row I will say the iiias> for the s!icce>> of the p>n<;l canso. In

the interests "f th^' Monarchy and i{eli,<,'ioii yon must bf ap-

poinicd. M. W.ihMiirdin is a i.iheral; he stihscrihos to the

Jditnitil ills /Jiiiiits, a di-asi roils piilijicatioii that levies war
on M. le Comte de XilhMe to serve the inti'rests of M. i^

Clial auhriiiiid. His Kn leiice i- -lire to see the paper this

eveninif, if it is only on acconnt of his poor friend ^^. de la

liill.irdiere; and .Moiisei;.Mieiir le Coadjiiteiir will he snre to

meiiiioh vuii a' I Hahoiirdin. I know M. le Cure; if any
one thinks lA' his dear ( hurch. he does not l'orf,'et them in hia

sermon; and now, at ihi- moment, he has the honor to dino
with the t'oadjiiteur at the house of M. le Cure dc Saint-
K'odi."

At these words it heiran to dawn ui)on Saillard and Haii-

doyer that Elizaheth had not been idle since (Jodard brought
her the news.

"She is a sharp one. is Klizaheth!" cried Saillard. lie

could appreciate his daiitihter's (jtiiek. moli'dike progress more
fully than the Ahiie could.

"Site sent (iodard to M. Hahourdin's to find out what news-
papers he takes." continued (iaudron, "and I gave His'
Imminence's secretary a hint ; for as things are at this moment.
the Church and the Crown are bouml to know their friends

and their enemies."
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'•'rticsc five liiivs I liavc iurii tryiii;,' to ilimk of soinftliing

!> r.i\ to His K\((llrii(_v"s wife," saiil Siiillanl.

ILimliiVfr <iiiilil licit take his eyes otr tlif papLT. "All Puris

n Ml I in;,' that." lie siitl.

^ uiir praiM' i n.-ts us four tliousaiid v['^\\\ huiidri'd francs,

-''Mii\ I" ^aid .Miiii". Saillard.

"^(lU have adoriifd the hoUfO of (iod," put in tln' Ahh/-.

'\V«' lui^'iit ha\c saved our souls without thai iliuu^'h,'' re-

iiiriicd sho. "\\u\ the place, if I>ando\tr ;,'ti- it, i- worth an

rvtra cij,'!!! thousand francs, so the sacrilii"' «ill lot iir ;,'rcat.

And if he docsn"!? I'^h ! ma mirv !" Aw (•oiiiiiiucd, as ,10

I'Mikcd at hi r husband. "If lu- doesn't—what u drain on

II:
I'

"Oil I well,** cried Saillard, in the enthusiasm of the

inniiient, "(hen we should make it up out of the hiisiness.

i .illeix is poin^f to expand his business. He made his brother

;i stock-jobber on purpose to make him useful. Mli/aljeth

nii;,'lu as well have told us why Fa!lei\ hail tlnwii otf.— Hut

iit us think of somethinfj to say. 'I'liis is what 1 tliou<,'ht

nf: 'Madame, if you would only .>ay a word to His K.xeel-

leticy

"'Would only'"" broke in Oaudron. "'If you would

. "ridescend" is more respectful. Besides, you iiii:-t fir-t make
-lire tliat Madame la Dauphine will use her iutluiiiie for you,

!"r in that ca.se you niifiht insinuate the notion of falling; in

til Her Royal lliijhness' wishes."

"The vacant post ought to be expressly named," >aid Hau-

ioycr.

"'Madame la C'omtesse.' " began Saillard. :is he rose to

liis feet, with an ingratiating smile directed at his wife.

"(iood gracimis, Saillard, how funny you look I Uo take

care, mv hov, or vou will make her laugh."
"• Mad am"c la C'omtesse!' . . . (Is that better?)" he

asked of his w ife.

"Ves, ducky."

"'The late M. de la Billardiere's place is vacant; my son-

in-law, M. Baudoyer
"
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"'A man of tali'nt ainl U>{\\ pict}.'" prompted (Jaiidron.

"Put it down, Baudoy. " cried old Saillard; "put it

down I"

Baudoyer, in all t^iiiiplicity, took iiji a pen and wroto lii<

own pane^ryric witliont a hjiisli. prec-JM^ly as Nathan or Canals
nii^dit review one of his own hooks.

"'Madame la Comtesse." ""
rejnated Saillard for the tliinl

time, then he Itroke oil'; "you see. niotlier, 1 am making \m'-

lieve tiial yon are the Minister's wife."

"Do yon take me for a fool?" retorted she. "I see that

(]uite well."

"'The late worthy M. de la I?illar<liere"s ])lace is vaeain ;

my son-in-law. M. liandoyer. a man of e(m>ui'imate talent

and lofty piety
"

He paused for a moment, looked at ]\I. (iaudron, who seemed
to be ponderint,'' somethinir, and then added:

"'Would be very prlad to -let it." 11a I not bad; it is

short, and says all we want to say."

"But just wait a bit, Saillard! You surely can see that

]\I. IWhbe is turnin;i: thin,<j:< over in his mind." exclaimed his

wife, "so ilon"t disturb him."
" 'Would be very haj)py if you would deign to in-

terest yourself on his behalf."" resinned (iaudron; '"and by

saying a few words to His Ivxcelleney you would be doing
Mme. la Danphine a particular ])leasure. for it has been his

good fortune to find a protectress in her."
""

".\hl M. (Jandron. that last remark was well worth the

monstrance; 1 am not so sorry now about the four thousand
eight hundred francs.—Besides, Baudoyer. 1 say. you an
going to pay for it. my boy. Have you put tliat down?""

"1 will hear you say that over, night and morning, ma
mere." said Mme. Saillard. "Yes. it is very well hit off. is

that speech. How fortunate you are to be so leanunl. M.

(Jaudron ! 'I'hat is what comes of studving in these

seminaries; you are taught how to speak to (!od and the

saints."'

'He is as kind as he is learned."' said Baudoyer, {iraspiping
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(hf AI)I)('V hands as ho spoke. "Diij you writo that article?"
hi' coiitiiiiicc]. poiiitintr to the paper.

••Xo," rctunu'd (Jaudron. "It was written hv His
iJniiieiK-e's secretary, a youn<: fellow who li,.> uiid.T i^reat
"Mi.irations to me, and takes an itUcrest m M. Collevill'e. J

paid for his education at the Seniinary."
"A uood deed never loses its reward." commented Bau-

ii(iyer.

When these four personal's sat themselves down to their
that .t-'.'ime of boston. Klizaheth an.! I'lu-lr Mitral h.id reached the

Cnfp Tliriiiis, talkin.sr hy the wav of the business <m hand.
Klizaboth's tact had discovered the most powerful lever to
f.irce the Minister's hand. Uncle Mitral, a retired i)aili(V,

was an exi)ert on chicanery, in b'^'al expedients, and precau-
tions, lie considered that the honor of the family wa.« in-
volved in his nephew's success, .\variee had led hini to cast
an eye into (Jigonnet's stron<r box ; he knew that all the money
would po to his nephew Baudover; and therefore he wished to
see Baudover in a position that befitted the fortunes of the
Saillards and Gi,i,'onnct. for all wonld come some diiv to Eliza-
beth's little daughter. What may not a irirl look for when she
has more than a hundred thousand francs a year? Mitral
had taken up his niece's ideas and <rrasped them thoroughly.
So he had hastened Falleix's journey by explaining that you
can travel quicker })y post. Since then he had reflected, over
his dinner, upon the proper curve to be given to a spring of
I^lizabeth's designing.

Arrived at the Cnfc Thfmis. ho told his niece that he had
better go in alone to arrange with *;igonnet. and left her out-
side in the cab till the time should come for her intervention,
lllizabeth could see (iobseek and Bidault through the window-
panes; their heads were thrown into relief by the bright ye-l-

!ow-painted panels of the old-fa^hioiuMl cofTee-honse : they
looked like two cameos; it seemed as if the cold, unchanging
exy)ression on their countenances had been caught and fixed
there by the carver's art. The miners were surrounded by
aged faces, each one furrowed with curving wrinkles that

20
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started from tho nose .'iiid hroiiylit the <,'laz('(l cheok-bonoi^

into proiiiinenci— wrinkles in which tiiirty per cent diseniinr

seemed to he written. All the fiiees hri<j;htened uj) at sight

of "Mitral; a tigerish eiirinsity glittered in all eyes.

"Heyl hey! it is Daddy .Mitral!" cried Chahoisseau. a

little old hill-discounter, who did his husiness among pub-
lishers and hooksellers.

'"My word! .<o it is." replied a [taper merchant, hy name
Mt'tivier. "Ah! 'tis an old monkey, you eaift teach him
any tricks

!"

"And you are an old raven, a good judge of corpses."

"I'reci; ly .<o," said tlie stern (Johseck.

"Why tiave you coiiu' here, my hoy? To mib our friend
Metivier?" askea ('.igonnct, pointing out a man who looked
like a retired porter.

'"i'our grandnieee Elizabeth is outside. Daddy Gigonnet,"
whispered Mitral.

"What":' Anything wrong?" queried Bidault. The old

man scowled as he spoke, and his air was about as tender as

the exj)ression of a headsman on a scaffold: but, in spite of

his Uoman manhood, he must have felt perturbed, for his deep
carmine countenance lost a tritle of its color.

"Well, and if sonu'thing had gone wrong, wouldn't you
help.SaillardV child, a little thing that has knitted stockings

for you these thirty years?" cried Mitral.

"If security is forthcoming, I do not say no," returned
Gigonnet. "Falleix is in this. Y(uir Falleix has set up his

brother as a stockbroker: he does as much business as the

Brezacs: with what? His brains, no doubt. After all, Sail-

lard is not a baby."

"He knows the value of money." remarked Chaboisseau.
And one and all the old men waggeil their heads. A man
of imagination would have shuddered if he had heard those

words as they were uttered.

"Besides, if anything happenf to ny kith or kin, it is no
affair of mine," began Bidault-* ngonnet. "1 make it a

principle," continued he, "never to be let in with my friends

u.
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-r rclativop; for you only pot your death through vour vvcak-
-t spot. Ask (;ol)sofk; ho is soft."

All tho hill-discouutors apj-hiudod this doctrino, noddiiiL'
:'M'ir niotallio hoads, till you ini-ht have listouod for the
r- iikinp of ill-prcasod machinery.
"Oh. come now. (iip.mnot." put in Chaboissoau, "a little

•' ndorness, when your stockings have hc(>n knitted for you for
ihirty years."

'.\h! that counts for soinothinp," commented Oohseek.
"There are no outsiders liore," pursued .Mitral, who had been

Mknip a look round, "so wo can speak fr.rlv. I have come
brrc with a pood bit of business

"

•if it is good, what makes you come to us?" Gigonnet
interrupted sourlv.

••A chap that was a Gentlenuin of the Bedchamber an
"I<I Chouan, what's his name— la Billardiere— is dead"

'

"Really?" askod Gobseck.
"And here is my nephew giving monstrances to churches'"

Slid Gigonnet.

"He^is not such a fool as to give, he is soiling them.
'.;>ddy,- Mitral retorted proudly. "It is a question of
P-tting M. de la Billardiore-s place ; and to reach it, one must
Mize "

"Snizrf Always a bailiff!" cried Metivier, clapping
Mitral on tho shoulder. "I like that, I do I"

"Seizing tho Sieur Chardin des Lupeaulx between our
.laws," continued ilitral. "Xow, Elizabeth has found out
ii'iw to do it, and it is

"

"Elizabeth!" Ciigonnet broke in again. "Dear little
< reature

!
She takes after hor grandfather, mv poor brother

i'-idault had not his like. Ah! if voii had onlv se<.n him at
'!d furniture sales. Such an in.stinct! Up to evervthing'
—What does she want?"
"Oh, come now! Daddy Gigonnet, vou find vour familv

^-.tfections very quickly. There must be some cause for this
phenomenon."

"You child !" said Gobseck, addressing Gigonnet, "always
too impetuous."

I
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"Conic, my masurs. (;(il)>c(k and (iiir,)iiiict Ijotti, you need
dcs Lii|piMiiK : you n-collcct how yoii plucki'd liiiii. iind you
are al'mid thai Ik may ask for a little of his dowu again."
said M it rah

"Can ui' talk of this liusincss willi him r" fiobsock askeil,

indicating' Mil rah

'•-Mitral i> one of u- ; he -.vould not phiy a trick on old cus-
tomers" 1.mined (ii;:(.nnet. "N'ery well, Mitral. Between
ourselve-." he continued. lowerin<,' his voice for the retind
baililfs (.-,)':, -ue three have just Iteeii buying up certain
debts, and the admission (d' them lies with the Committee
of JJ(inidation.""

"What can you (onceder" airked Mitral.
"Xothing," .-aid (ioh-eck.

"Our name- dun't appear in it," added Gigonnet. "Sa-
maiioii is acting as our fence."

"Look heri'. (iigonnet."" began Mitral. "It is cold, and
your grandniece is waiting. Til put the wdiole thing in a

word (u- two. and you will understaiui. Vuu two between
you must lend Falleix two hundiv(l and fifty thousand
francs, without intere.-t. At this piv.-enl imunent he is tear-
ing along the road thirty leagues away from Paris, with a
courier riding ahead."

"Js it ])ossible?'" asked (iobscck.

"Where is he going?"" cried Gigonnet.
"Why. he is going down t(. des I.upeaulx's fine estate in tlic

country, lie knows the neighiwrhood ; and with the afore-
said two hundred and fifty thousand francs he is going to
buy up som<' of the excellent land round about the Secre-
tary-(;enerars hovel. Th.' land will always fetch what was
given for it. And a deed signed in the presence of a notarv
need not be registered for nine days—bear that in mind:
With these trifling additions, des Luj>eaul\"s 'estate' will pav

,

a thousand francs per annum in taxes, h'rijo. des Lupeaulx
'

will be an elector of the 'iiniii'l <-()1/r;/i'.' (pmlitied for elec-
ti<m. a Count ami anything that he likcvs. Do vou know the
dej)uty that backed out of it?"
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Tlip two usiirors noddud.
"Mi's I-np.'iiul\ Wduid cut niT a Ic^' to bo a doputy," eon-

iiuu^d .Mitral, -iiut ulicn we sliow liim tiu' contrai'ts, ho
.'ill Ix' for havin^f tliciii made out in his iia ; our loan to
li" iharfred. of courx-, as a iiiort^Mi,^' on the land. re.serviiig

!lio right to soil. (Aha! do vou tako nicy) First of all,

>v(' want the place for Haudoycr; afterwards \vc hand over
!es Lui)eaul.\ to you. Falleix is stopping down there, get-
iing ready for the election, so through Falleix you will have a

fii-lol held to des laipeaulx's licad all through the eleeti.iu.

f'lr Falleix's friends are in the majority. Do you see Falleix's
hand in this, Dadily (Jigonnet Y'

"\ poe ilitrars too," remarked Motivier. "'The trick i.s

neatly done."

'•It is a bargain," said Gigonnet. "That is so, isn't it,

'iob.seck? Falleix must sign counter-deeds for us, and have
the mortgage made out in his own name; and we will pay
des Lupeaulx a visit in the nick of time."
"And we are being robbed." put in (Joijscck.

"xVh! I should very much like to know the man that robs
you, daddy," retorted .Mitral.

"Why, no one can rob us but ourselves." returned (ii-

gonnct. "Wo tliought we were <loing a good thing when we
iiought up all des Lupeaulx's debts at a discount of sixty
jter cent.''

"You can add them to the mortgage on his place, and
have yet another hold on him through the interest," ro-

iiirned Mitral.

"That is possible," said (iobsock.

Bidault, alius (iigonnet. exchanged a (juick glance with
• iobsock, and went to the door.

"Go ahead. Elizabeth !" he said, addressing his niece.

We have your man fast, but look after details. You have
made a good beginning, sly girl ! tio through with it, vou
have your uncle's esteem " and he struck his hand play-

fully in hers.

"But Metivier and Chaboisseau may try a sudden stroke/'
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said Mitnil; '•(licv ini^'lit j,'m t()-iii;,'!il to >()iiic Ojiposition

jjiijicr, ciilch the Imll at a rclininiil. ami \in\ ii.- I)a( 1. fur iIm.

Miiu>ttriali>t artulr. (in luirk l.y _v<iiir.-c!f. child; I will

not Irt thii.-c two ciiiiiioraiit.- ;,'o out uf sight.

"

And he rt'tiirncHl to tiu' CatV'.

''l'o-Miorro\v the iiinncv ^hall go to its dotinntion tlimugli

a word to the rcct'lvcr-gi^iifral. We uill raisf a hwndnd
thousand ciowns" worth of his |)a|Mi' hikuiuj friends," taid

Gigonnt't, when Mitral came to sjtcak to him.

Xoxt day the readers of a l,il)eral paper in wide circu-

latit)n lielu'ld the foildwiiig paragraph among the items nf

news. It had l)(en iiiMTtcd hy command <>\' MM. ("habois-

fceau an<l Melivier. to whom no editor coiild refiiM- anything;
for were tliey not shareholders in two news|)apers, and did

they not also disccjunt the hills of publishers, printers, and
paper-merchants ?

"Ye.-iterday," so ran the paragrajdi, "a Ministerialist

paper evidently pointed out M. le I'.aron de la I5illardiere"s

successor. M. I'andoyer is one of the most eligible citizens

of a tliickly popidated district, where his beneticenco is not

less known than the piety n|)on which the Ministerialist

sheet lays so much stress. I Wit mention nnght have been

maile of M. Baudoyer's abilities. I>id our eontemporarv
remember that even in vaunting the antiipiity of M. Bau-
doyer's burgher descent (and an ancit'iit burgher aneestrv is

as much a noidesse as any other), in the matter <if that verv

burgher descent she touched upo!i the reason of the probabK>

exclusion of her candidate? (iratuitous tri'achery! The
good lady, according to her wont, flatters those whom she

destroys. ^I. Baudoyer's ap[)ointment w<iuld be a tribute

to the virtue and lapacity of the middle classes, and of th"

middle class wi' shall always be the advocates, though we

may see that oft(>n we ari' only dcfciidiiig a hwi eau«e. It

would lie- a |iiccc of giw;d policy and an act of ju-^ticc^ to nom-
inate M. Baudoyer to the vacant post; so the Ministry will

if
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;ini pormit it. 'I'Ih l,'fli^i,,iis >lir..t for once s!

-.•use tliau Its iiiii>ur> ; it will <r,.| im,, tmuLlo

311

lovsud iiioro

The next -lay wns Fri,hi.v, (!,. dav u{ M„„.. Rai.o.inlin'a
'! niKT-party. At i.ii<liii-l,t ,, TlinrMlav ,l...s l^upraiilx had

II Ikt on ihr >t,nriaM' ai ..nullnn>.' uIutc >Im. stood, in
I radiant l.caiity, her Iv . on Mm,., dc Camp-' arm ('for

Uiiif. Firmiani had nrcnily itiarriwl); and when the old
::lHTtinc canic to hini>,lf ;,uai„, his ideas of fvcngo had
'iilnu'd d„\vii, or ratiirr ihc.v had grown t„oi,T— lu' could
!mnk of iiolliing hut that la.-t ghince oxehanged with Mme.
Kalxiurdiii.

"i uill ;nak-c sure of Kal)ourdin." he thought, 'in for-
giving him in the first instance; [ will he even with him later
"M. At present, if he does not get his step. I mu-l give up a
^^nman who might be an invaluahle ai<l to a great'political
success, for she understands evervthing; she' shrinks back
from no idea. What is more, in t'hat cas,. I should not find
•nil this administrative sclieme of Habourdin's until it was
i.ii<l before the :Minister. (^ome, dear des Lupeaulx ; it is a
luestion of overcoming all ol)staeles for vour Celestine.
You may grimace. Mme. la Conitesse, hut y^.u are going to
invite Mmc. IJabourdin to your next smallwdeet partv."
Some men can ]nit revenge into a corner of their hearts

till they gratify their passions; des I.upeaulx was one of
liiein. His mind was fully made up; he determined to carry
IJahourdin's nomination.

"I am going to prove to you, dear chief clerk, that I do-
•^erve a high place in your diplomatic galleys," he said to
'limself, as he took his seat in his private otjice and opened
iiis newspapers.

lie had known the contents of the Ministerial sheet only
'oo well at five o'clock on the previous day. sm he did not
•are to amuse himself by reading it through ; hut he opened
it to glance at the o!)ituary notice of la Hillardiere. think-
ing as he did so of the predicament in which du Bruel had
jiut him, when he brought iu the satirical perfonnance eom-

-n
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;i

poMd iindcr I5i\iuii"s idiiMr>lii|i. lie <niiM ii,,i h,.]|( !aiif,'!i-

111^' ;l~ III' |MTII»C(| ihc lH(iirni|ill\ i.f till' late Cnllllr (Ic !i|

I'oiiiamr. ail:i|ilc(l ami |-i'|iriiitcil, afirr a U\\ iiiDiitii-' iiiiir-

Viil. tor M. <lr la {{iilardinv. 'I'lini, all of a .-n.lili'n. his

eyes um' ilazzlcd \<\ the naiii.' nf Uaiii|M\riI With I'lirv

hi' read llic .-piriniis arlii Ic ulii(h (iiiiiiir.din^cd the (Irpari-

IIK'Ill. lie raii;,r (hr hell \ ii:i U'nl'.-lv aild >fMl fur |)lltu(i|,

iiicaiiiii^f to >ciid htm to the iicus|ia|jir oni( c I'.nt what wa-
liis astoiii.-hiiiciit when he fcad tlif ivply in the Opposition
paper, for it so happened that the Liiu'fal .-lieet was tlu- fiiM

to come to hand. The tiling was ucltiii^^ serious. He know
the ilo<li:i'; it >c('ined to him that the ma^t(•I• hand was mak-
in;,^ a ,|„,,< ,,t' his cards, and he took hi- opponent for a

(ircek of the lirst ordef. To di-po-c so adfoitly of two
jtapers of opposite politics, and that at once, and on the
same evcnin;,'; to Iic^mh (he ;ranie, inofcover. hv truessinfr at

the Minister's intention.- 1 He fancied that lie recognized
the hand of an ac(piaintance. a Liheral cdi'or, and vowe(l
to (pie-tion him tliat night at the Opera. Diitocci appeared.

'"Head that," said des Lupcaulx, l,(>ldin.i,' out the two
papers while he ran his eyes ovit the rest of the !)atch to sec

whether Jiandoyer had jiulled other wires. "Just go and
find out wIki it was that took it into his head to coniproinise
the departmenl in this way."

"Jt was ii(,t M. Handoyer. anyhow," replii'd Dutocq. "Ho
did not leave the otlice yesterday. There is no need to go to

the ollice. When 1 took your article yesterday, I saw the
Ahhe there, lie I'anie provided with a letter from the Grand
Almoner; you your.-elf would have given way if you had
seen it."

"I)iitoc(|. you have some grudge against M. Rabourdin.
and it is not right of you. for he prevented your dismissal
twice. Still we eannot hel|) our fi't'lings: and one inav
hap])en to dislike a man who docs otie a kindness. Onlv,
hear in mind that if vou permit yourself the smallest at-

tempt at trcacliery against him until 1 give the word, it will

'le your ruin; you can count me as your enemy. As for my
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;'!>iul iiml liis iicv. -|i;i|i( r. Id iIh' (IimihI Aliiiniiry >iihs(Tilu

i- (lur iiuinbir nf (oiiic-. if il> ((iliiinn^ an- to \>v diAottMl

: ' llifir i'Mlu.-i\f iiM'. 'I'll.' \,iir is aliiio-t al an fud, tlic

i,i -linn of siiliMfi|)liun> will 1m' rai-iil .lirrdlv, and llicii

^ ,-liall !•!(', As I'm- la liillanln'ic's |mi-i. tlicro i- (iiic '.vav

r imtiin;; a sin|) t(. tlii.> surt of tiiin<,', and that is, to iiiako

i'lf appMiiiIincnt this mtv dav."

Diitiaij wont Lack to liic odicc.

"(icntli'incn." lie rcMiarkni, "1 do tint know wiu'tlicr

r.i\iou has till' ;rift of riadiii^' the t'litiirr; hut if voii liavc

not strn the Ministerial i>a|irr. I rccoinnn'nd the paraLrraph
on liaudoyiT to your caiid'ul allcniioii; and thrn as M.
I'li'iiry takes the opposition paper, you may see the douhje
"f it. Certainly. .M. Rahoiirdin is a clever man; hut a man
uho ^jivcs a moii-trani;' worth six thousand francs to a
I Inireh, is deuceiljy ch'ver too, as times ;:o."

iiiMof (riimiiit/ ill). "What do you say to the fir-t

I iiapter of an epistle to the Corinthians in our relii^'ious

paper, and the epistle to the ministers in the Liberal sheet?
How- is M. Hahourdin, du Hruel i'"

Dv linvKh {i(jiiiiiiii ill). "I do not know." {Drmrs
Hi.roii into his sainiiiin ami luinrs his n^i'v.) •'Mv dear
fellow, your way of helpin<r a man is iiiieommoidv like tlie

lian^'iiiairs way, when he lioists you on his shouhh'rs the bet-

ter to l)reak your neck. Von let ine in for a whipping from
des Lupc'aulx. and i deserved it for my stupidity. A nic
iliinj.' that article on la IJiUardiere ! It is a trick tliat I

-hall not forjxet ! 'i"he very first sentence as ^^)od a- l(dd tiie

l\in>r that it was time to dii'. .\nil tlie account of tlie i^ui-

i'eron affair clearly n.eant that His Majesty was a

The whole ihiw^ was ironical, in fact."

Hixiuu {burst in;/ into a IdUf/h). "Oh, come! are you
L:ettiiig cross? Cannot one have a joke?"

Di' Buri;i.. "A joke! r joke! When you want to be
I liief clerk's assistant they will put you oil with jokes, my
dear fellow.

Bixiou {with a threat in his tones). "Are we getting

cross ?"
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IJlMoi i.lnhi). "Vrn u.il. -,, iniirli ili,. worx' fur yotl."
Dl Hi;i I.I. (rr/l,(li,i,j iiii,,i>ilin. •Cuulil Mill ;r,.t over it

W)iir.-ri|"r'

i'.ixioi {n,.inii.i/,n,/l,i). -ivom A fri.-iMi:- | Au,nUl
Ihiiik I ,-.,iii.|.- {//, nr;/'s roir,' is Innr.l ni ll,r niiicc.)
'•'I'Imiv i^ I'lniiv riii:-in;,' I'.iiiid.nrr. It ua- a n.Mt Irirk,
'"vr |;au.|..\,.r ui|| ;:,.( (),. Mr,,- ((nifi,ln,lialh/.i
"Aflrr all. .. inn, h lli,. lM.tt,T. I'",,l|,,u up tlif („ii.-.c,ni,.ii'c,.<

'firrfiillv. <iii |!iii,.|. |{al„,iii,lin u,,iil,l >|i,,u a p.u.r spin!
il" lie st,,pp,(l ,,M under l'»aiu|.,.\.T; lie uiil rcsi:.:!!. and tlia;

will )ra\,. lu,, Nacaiit places. ^'ou will he chief ,-1,.,^. and
vou will take ine with \.,ii as a.-i.-tani. We will write vaud,-
vilh> III c,,llahorati,"i, and I will fa^' f.,r v,.u at the ollicc."

Ih HMEL {hn;,/,lrnui;>). "l .s,y, I did'not tllillk of tillit.

l',M,r l{ah,,urdMi: Siili. 1 >h,,uld h,. s<,rrv."
liiMoi

. ".Ml! M, that i... how you love him I" (Cha,>qin,i
Ins I, „!,'.) -Oh. u(ll. I do not pity liiiu either. After all,
lie IS uvll t,> do; his wife ^ives parties, and does not ask iiie,

wh.n I
;.r,, ev,.rvwlH>re: C.nie, j,'ood-hye. n,> malice, du

J^-u,l; there is a ^m.,k1 fellow." {(hirs out iiilo tlir (/nirnil
o//in:) ••(;,,od-,la\. L'eiiilenieii ! Did I not tell you vester-
(iay that if a man ha> nothing' hut jirineiples and'ahility. h,j

wijl^ always lie v,'rv ha.lly olf. ev,'ii with a pretty wife?"
FLiifKV. "^,,11 are rich yourself!"
Hl.Muf. -.Not had. d,ar ( iminnatus ! 15iit von are pi-

in^' to frjve nie a dinner at the /iurlnr dr Cancalv."
roiitKT. "I never know what to make of M. Hi.xiou!"
PiiKi.l.KjN {rnrfitlhi). "M. |{ahour,lin mi seld,,m read.,

the papers, that it may he worth while t,) take them in for
him. and to do without them ourselves f,,r a bit." {Fh'urii
hands orrr Ins slwrf ; Vimrux jiasses tf,r. nnrspajjcr taken
bij the of/icc; and I'hellwit (/oes out with them).

At that moment des Lupcaulx was going downstairs to
breakfast with the Minister. As he went, l«e was wont' t-
lug withm luuLseir whether prudence did not dictate that
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'• -!i(uil(] fiitlinrn t!io wifo's licart l)ffur< i|i-|)la\ iii^^ fhi' fini'

wrr of ^((lUlulri'll-lll f .( l)|r llU^l.iMlcl. Mini lllilkr -iirr, fir-il

f all, that liis ticvution umild h." nwanlid, ||r u,i- fit I-

ii: till' liltic pill-:*' tlial ^iill tliriililicil m Ins I'-art. wlicii lie

iiii't liis (itlorin V on the .-tairiiiM', ami uas ;.'ri'c!i'(l wifli, "A
.uiril or two Willi you, my Ion! I" littered with tlic siiiilin;?

lamiliiiritj- of a man who knou^ thai he is imli-pciisiil)lc.

"What, my <li'ar IK'.-hk In - !" cxi laiiiictj the politi.iaii.

What has hapiiriird ? Thc-i' propic lose their tempers;
iliey ( aiiiiot do as I do, ami wail."

"I eamc at otiee to ^qve you warning,' that your hills arc

II the hands of Messrs. (iobseck and (li;,'oiiiiet, under the

name of one Samaiioii."

'•.Men that 1 put in tho way of makini: eiiormoii- amounts
i.f money I"

"Look here I" coniimied I)e-ro(he< in lowered tones;

•(ii;;oniiel's name is Uulault . Si.dhird your ea^he-r is his

iie|»liew ; and Sailiard is !)e>ides the father-in-law of a eer-

lain liaudoycr who thinks he has a ri<;lit to the vacant post

ill your dtpartuieiit. I had eau>e to ^nve you warnin;,', li;'d

I not ?'

"Thanks," said des Lupcaulx, with a nod of good-hye and
I knowing' trlaiue.

"One stroke of the pen and you j;et a receipt in full," said

Desrofhes, as he went.

"That is the way wiili these immeii-c >acriliees. you can't

-[teak of them to a woman," thou^dit dc-. Lupeaiilx. "Is

('elestine worth the riddance of all my dehts? 1 will j^'o and
see her this morning'."

And so, in a few hours' time, the fair Mine. Hahourdin
was to be the arbiter of her husliand".- destinies; and no

[lower on eart'i could warn her of the importance of her re-

plies, no dan;L(er si<rnal liid her (ompo-e her voice and man-
ner. And, unluckily, she was conlident of success; she did

not know that the ground beneath Kabourdin was under-

mined in all directions with the burrowings of teredos.

"Well, my lord," said des l^upeaulx, as he entered the
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Ijroakfast-n.oiii. -havp you seen tli.. i.,ira;r,,,pl,s on Raii-
uoyor?"

"For floavcii-s sak.", my dear fallow, l.-i noiinnatioiis aloii,.
for a minute," n.tuni.il thr Mmisi.-r. -1 had lliat iiion-
stranco flun- at my head y.^i.rdav. To s,.<un. IJabourdii,
the nomination inii>t -,. iM.foiv the board at once; 1 will ,„,r
hay., my hand fonrd. Jt i> cnoimh lu make one sick ,,f
public hie. If we are to keej) h'aliourdin, we must nroniot,.
one Collevilli " '

"Will you leave me to mana^'e ibis farce and think no
more about il ? 1 uiH ,„uise you everv mornin- with an
account .d the uu^,^> in a -anie of chess with the Gran.l
Almonry, said des laijieaulx.

"\ory well." rei)lied the .Minister, '"work with the chbf
ot the staff. Doirt you know that an ar-unient in an Op-
position paper is tb.. most likelv thin- of all to strike the
Kinirs mind? A Y. ister <.verniled bv a I'.audover; just
think of it.'" . '

J

"A bigot and a driveler," said des Lupeaulx ; "lie is as in-
com potent as

"

"La Billardiere," it in His Excellency.
"La Billardiere at least behaved like' a Gentleman in

Ordinary of the Bedchamber," said des Lupeaulx.—'-Ma-
dame, • he continued. turnin,<r to the Coumess. "it will be ab-
solutely mw.ssary now to invite Mine. Rabour.lin to vour next
small party. I mu^t point out that Mme. de Camps is i

friend of hers: they were at the Italiens together vcstordav
and she has been to my knoulcd-.. at the Hotel Firmiani-
so you can .see whether .^he is lik..lv to commit anv solecismm a salon."

".Send an invitation to Mme. Kabounlin. dear, and let us
change the subject,^' .^ai.l the .Minister.

"8o Idlest ine is in my clutehes !" des Lupeaulx said to
lum.selt. as he went iq. to his rooms for a morning toilette.

Parisian honseholds are eaten up uiih a de.-^ire to he in
harmony with the luxury which surrounds them on all sides;
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l!i<)?c who are wise ciioiii,'!! to live as tlicir im-oiiu' prcscribeti

AW in a small minority. Perhaps iliis failin^r js ai<iii to a
\er_v Kreneli patriotism, an ell'ort to preserve supremaev m
matters of eostiiine for France. France lays 'Idwn the law
I'l all Enrope in fashions, and everyhodv in the country ro-

L'ards it as a duty to jireserve licr commercial sceptre, for

Trance rules the fa.~liions if Hrilaiii rules the waves. The
patriotic fervor which leads the Frenchman to sacrifice

rverything to "seemlincss" (a- dWuhiirne said of Henry
III.) causes an imnienx! amount of hai'd work behind the

-cenes; work that absorbs a l'arisienne"> wlioK mornini^,

cs|iocially if, like Mme. l{ai)()urdin. she tries to live on an in-

(onie of twelve tlKUisand lis res in a style which many
wealthier people would not attempt on thirty thousand.

So, every Friday, the day of the weekly dinner-party,

Mnie. Habourdin used to a»i>t the housemaid who swept
:ind dusted the rooms, for the cook was dispatched to the
market at an early hour, and the man-vrvaiit was btisy

'leaning the silver, polishing; the ^dnsses. and arranging the

table Jiapkins. If any ill-advised caller bad escaped the por-

ter's vigilance and climbed the stairs to Mme. i{aliourdin's

ibode, he would have fouml her in a most unpicturesque dis-

order. Arrayed in a loose morning-gown, with her feet

thrust into an old pair of ,-li])])ers, and her hair in a care-

icss knot, she was engaged in trimming lamps or arranging
(lowers, or hastily preparing an unromantic breakfast. If

the visitor had not been previously initiated into the mys-
teries of Paris life, he would certainly learn there and then
that it is ine.\j)edient to set foot biliind the scenes thereof;

iiefore very long he would be held up as an example, he

would be capable of the blacke.-t deeiU. A woman surprised

Ml her morning mysteries will talk of bis stupidity and in-

discretion, till she ruins the intruder. Indulgent as the

PariscniK" may in- to curiosity that turns to her ])rofit, she is

implacable to indiscretion which (iiid> her at a disadvantage.

Such a domiciliary visit is not so much an imlecent assault,

to use the language of the police-courts, as flat burglary,
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iind theft of tlic (Icnrc-t trcnjiiru of nil, to wit, Cmlit. A
woiuiiii may liavc no objection to be diseoveivd half dressed
with her hair about her shoulders; if all her hair is her own.
she is a ^^liner i)y the incident ; l)Ut no woman cares to h,"

m'u sweeping out her rooms, there is a loss of "seomliness"
in it.

Mine. Hahonrdin was in the thick of her Friday prepara-
tions, and surrounded by provisions (islied up "from that
ocean, the (Ireat Market, when M. dv^ l.ujieaulx made his
pnrreptitious call. Truly, the Secretary-! Jeneral was the
last person wlioiu the fair Kal)onrdin expected to see; so
hearing his boots creak on the stairs she cried, "The h'air-
•Ircsser already I" If the sound id" the words .«truck un-
])leasantly in des Lupeaulx's ears, the sight of des Lupoaulx
was not a whit more agreealtle to the lady. She took refuge
in her bedroom amid a terrible muddle, a perfect Shrove-
tide assemblage of motley furniture and heterogeneous ele-
gance, which had been pent thither to be out of siglit; but
the negligent niorning-dress i>roved ^o alluring, [hat' the
l)old des Lupeaulx followed the frightened fair one. A
vague, indescribable something tantalized him; glinip.ses
cauglit through a half-fa>tened slip .srined a thousand times
more enticing than a full display of every graceful curve,
from the line traced round the shoulders' by a low velvet
bodice to the vanishing point of the pretticst^rounded swan-
like throat that ever lover kissed before a ball. If your eyes
rest on a splendidly developed bust set off bv fulf dress," it

.suggests a comparison with the elaborate dessert of a great
dinner; but the glance that steals under cambrics crumpled
by slumber will iind dainties there on which to feast, sweets
to he relished like the stolen fruit that reddens among the
leaves upon the trellis.

"Wait
!
wait !" cried the fair lady, bolting herself in with

her disorder.

Sh(> rang for Therese, for the cook, for the man-.servant,
f'>r her daughter, imploring a ^hawl. She longed for stage
machinery to shift the scene at the manager's whistle. And
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the whistle was given and the Irant^fnrination worked in a
l.Aud'a turn after all. And bciiold a new plienonionon

!

Tlic room took on a picjuant air of morning which harmon-
i.'d with an imin-omptu toiU'tte, all drvisrd for the gri'Mter

-i.Tv of a woman who, in this instance, clearly rose superior
to her sex.

•Vou !" she exclaimed, "'and at this hour! Wliat ever can
li Ije!'""

"The most sciious thing in the world." returned des Lu-
|Maulx. "'J'o-day we un\>l arrive at a clear understanding
>d each other."'

Celestine looked straight thnuigh the eyeglasses into the
iiian's thoughts, and understood.

"Jt is my chief weakness," said she, "to be prodigiously
f.-iiiciful; 1 do not mingle politics and airection, for instance;
l<t us talk of politics and business, and afterwards we shall
-<'. And besides, this is not a mere v.hini ; it is one conse-

• jiieiice of my artistic taste; I cannot jjiil discordant colors
!!• incongruous things together; I shun jarring contrasts.

W I' women have a j)olicy of our own."

Es-en as she sj)oke, her pretty ways and the tones of lier

\oice produced tlieir effect; the Secretary-denerars hi-utaiity

u.is giving place to sentinienlal courtesy. She had recalled

I'.ini to a .sense of what was due from him as a lover.

A clever, pretty woman creates her own atmosphere, as it

Were; nerves are relaxed and sentiments softened in her

; resence.

"Vou do not know what is going on," des Lupeaulx re-

turned abruptly, for ho tried to persevere in his brutality.

Read that!"

Des Lupeaulx had previously marked the paragraphs in

rill ink; he now held out the newspapers to the graceful
V. iiiian before him. .\s Celestine read, lier shawl slipped

"[•en; but she was either uiu'onseious of tliis, or successfullv

.'('igned unconsciousness. Des Lupeaulx had reached the age
'ilien fancies are the more ])otent beeau>e tlu'y pass so

.-.'.iftly; l)ut if he fdui-.d it dillieult to keep self-control,

I'elestinc was e(pi:illy hard put to it.
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"AVhat !" Slid she. "Wl.y, this is dmidfiil ! Who is this
Biuuloyer y"

"A jackass," returned des Liipoaulx ; "i)ut, as vou see, he
carries the relies, and with a ek;ver liand on the bridle' he
will reaci his f^oal."

.Mine. halK.urdiii's dchts mse up lud'ore her eves and
dazzled her: she seemed to m'c one li;,ditiiiiijr Ihisli after
another; tlie Mood sur^-ed tliron>:h ln'r veins till her ears
rang with the heavy pulse heats; she sat in a stupor, stariii"
with unseeing eyes at a bracket on the wall. Then she
turned to des Lupeaulx.

"But you are true to us?" she said, with a glanee like a
caress, a glance that was meant to hind iiim to herself.

"That depends," he answered, returning her look with an
inquisitive glance that brought the ri'd into the poor woman's
face.

"If you insist upon earnest-money, you will lose the full
payment," she said with a laugh.

'

"I imagined that you
were greater than you are. And as for you, vou think fain
very small, a n.ere schoolgirl."

"Vtm did not understand," he said meaningly. "I meant
that 1 cannot serve a man who is going against me, as
1 Etourdi thwarts .Mascarille."

'"What does this mean?"
"This will show you that I am great," ho said. And he

gave her Dutoc(j"s stolen list, pointing as ho did so to her
husband's shrewd analvsis of his character
"Head that !"

Celestino recognized the handwriting, read, and turned
pale at this bludgeon blov.

I^All the departments a'-e in it," added des Lupeaulx.
"But, fortunately, no one but you possesses a eopv. I can-

not explain it."

"The thief that stole it is not so simple that he would not
take a duplicate; he is too great a liar to confess to the copy,
and too intelligent in his tra<le to give it up. I have not
even asked him about it."
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lik (' a

can-

"Who is lie?"

'•^'our first (lr;ni;rlitin<i-(lork."

i>ut()0(i. Y<m ai'i' never piiiiishod cxropl for dnin^r a

iiiiiliH'.-i.*.—T?iit he is a dn<r tluil wants a liotic" -lie .Hldcil.

"Do you know wiiat a tentative offer lias Ix'en lield out to

III.', poor devil of a Secretarv-Genoral that 1 am?"'

-What?"'

'i owe a miperahlo thirty tlionsand odd francs. Yon will

;;' unee form a very poor o])ini(>n of rne when you know tliat

I iiin not more in (leht ; hut, indeed, in this respect I am
.Miiail ! Well and good. Raudoyer's uiiele lias just l)ought

ii[) my debts, and is ready, no doubt, to give up my bills to

llie."

"I?nt all this is infernal."'

".Vot a bit of it; it is monarchieai and religious, for the

i.i.ind .Almonry is mixed up in it
"

"What are you going to do?"

"What are your orders?" he asked, holding out a hand
uiili an adorable charm of manner.

To Celestine he was no longer plain, nor old. nor frosted

\ntli powder, nor a secretary-general, nor anything unclean;

I. lit she did not give him iier hand. In her drawing-room
-he would have allowed him to take it a hundred times in the

'lurse of an evening; but sr.ch a proceeding in the morning,
A hen they were alone, was as good as a promise; it was
'Mther too decisive—it might lead her further than she

iiH'ant to go.

"'.\nd people say that statesmen have no hearts!" she

?ied. trying to soften the refusal with a graciou.- speech.

'I'liat frightened me,'' she added, with the most innocent

•iir in the world.

"What a slander!" returned des Lupeaulx. "One of the

most impassive of dijiloniatists. a man that has kept power
' ver since he was born, has just married an actress' daugh-
ter, and imposed her ujion the most rigorouB of all Courts in

lie matter of quarterings."

"And you will support us?"

21
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"I work till' rioiiii nations. Hut nn trickery."

She held out iicr hand for him to kiss, and gave him a

li;,di» tap on the clietk.

"^'oij are mine," rihc said.

])es I.iipcaulx .idinirod that speech. (Indeed, the cox-

C'oiiih told tlie story that evcnin",' at the Opera, after his own
fasliion, as follows: 'A woman did not wi.-h to tell a man
that slie was his. an admission that a well-ljred woman never

makes, so she said, '^'oii are mine!" Wliat do you tiiink of

the evasion y")

"But you must he my ally," he heiraii. "Your hu.shand

said soniethini: to the Mini,-ter aliout a scheme of adiiiiiiis-

tration, and this list, in whicii 1 am handled so gently, is

connected with it. Find out. and let me know this cveninj,'."

''It shall lie done," said she. She saw no ^^^reat importance

in the matter that had hrouj:ht dv> Lu])eaul\ to her house at

such an early hour.

"The hairdresser, madajne," announced the housemaid.
"He has kept niv waitinjx a very loiii,' time I" -he said. "I

do not know how I should have come tlirou<,di if he had heeii

any later." she thought within herself.

"You do not know Imw far my devotion goes." said <le?

Lupeaulx. rising to his feet. "Vou are going to he invited

to the Countess' next s])ecial and intimate jtarty
"

'*()hl you are an angel," she said; "and 1 see how much
vou love inc. You love me inlelligentlv."

"This evening, dear child, I am going to the ()])era to find

out who these journalists are that are conspiring for Bau-

doyer; and we will measure weaj)oiis."

"Yes. hut you will dine here, will you not? 1 have or-

dered the things ydu like."

"All this is so miu-h like love," dcs Lupeaulx said to him-

self as he went downstairs, "so nuich like love, that it wouUl
be pleasant to he deceived in such a way for a long while.

But if .-he is laughing at me, I >liall find it out. I have the

most ingenious i.f snares ready for her. so that I mav read

her very heart hefore I sign. .\h I you kittens, we know
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yi'ii; for, after all, uomL'ii jiit jii.-t as wr arc. Twciity-ciglit

ir.- did and virtuniis, and lure in the Kuc Duphut I It is

.1 r.iiv pii'cc of luck which i.- well worth the trouble of cuiti-
v.iiion."

And this oligiidc Ijuttcrlly fluttered auay down the stair-
c;i.-i'.

"Oh, dear! that man yonder witiiout his spectacles must
1 'k very funny in his (irc.v-in--;:()W ii uiicu hi? hair is pow-

:
led!" Cclc.-tinc wa> .-ayiiig to herself meanwhile, "ili'

i :,i> the harpoon in his back: lie is going to tow liic at last to

]'.} goal—the Minister's house, lie has played his part in

my comedy."

When Rahoiirdin came home at five o'clock to dress, his

uil'e came into the rooiri and l)rouglit him the list. It

- it nied like the slipper in the Antliinn .\'i<jlil,'<— the unlucky
man was fated to meet it everywhere.

-Who j)ut that in your hands:-" Habourdin asked in
liiiazement.

-M. des Lupeaulx."

"Has he i)een here?" asked I{;d)ourdin. A guilty woman
u 'uld surely have turned pale beneath the look that he gave
.'; r. but liis wife met it with marble brows and laughing eyes.

"^es, and he is coming here again to dinner." said she.

"Why do y(m look so h(.rrifiedr"

"Dear," said Kabourdin. "I have given des Lupeaulx
iii'U-tal olFence. Men of that sort never forgive; and he is

' irt'ssing me I Do you think that I cannot see wliy ?"

"It seems to nie that he has a very discriminating taste,"

.-iic said. "I cannot blame him for it. After all. I know
'f nothing more ilattering to a woman's vanity than the

knowledge that she stimulates a jaded palate."

"A truce to jisting, Celestinel Sjiarc an overburdened
:
.an. I eaiuu)t speak with the Minister, and my honor is at

-•ike."

"Oh dear, no I Duioc(| shall have the promise of a place,
. :.d you will be head of the divi>iou.''
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"I >.( uliat vuu mean, darliii-." sn^l I{abMiirili:i ; -hut
you aiv i.laym;,' a -aim. Uial i. .|iiin. a> .li,-linn,,rin- as if _v,,i,

nifaiit It in .anu-t. A lir is a lir, aii-l an hun^.t
uoiiiaii

"

"I'ray Id me make iim- of the uvaj.r.n,. tliat they tiiin
iif,'ain>( lis."

••Ct'lcstiiic. wli.Mi tliat man scrs li..\v foulislilv hv lias fallm
into the Miaii', he uill !.(. all the more furious against niu."
"And liou if 1 u|)S('t liim

?""

Kahounlin staivd at iiis uifo in nmazonuMu.
"1 am only tliinkin-,' of your advaiicniciit," oontinuid

Cek'stinc, '•ami it is lime I (iid ,-,.. my
|

• l,,v,.._|',ut ymi
aro takin^r th^ sportin--do^r f,,r ,i,^. ^rai,,,.;' ^\^^. added after a
pause. "In a few days* time drs I.upeauix will liave ful-
lilleil Ills mission very sutlieienily. WhiK. vou are tryinj; to
f^ay a word to the Minister, and l.efore vou .an so mueh as
we liim. / shall have liad a talk with him. You have
strained every nerve to l.riiij,' out this sehenie that vou have
kefit from me: and in three months your wife will have donr
more than you have done in six years. Tell me about this
groat projeet of yonr>."

So Kal>ourdin, a> he shaved himself, b.-an to explain his
scheme, first nbiainin<r a pi(,mise that liis wife would net
say a sm^de word of his work; warnin.i: her. at the same time,
that to ;:ive des Liipeanlx anv idea of it would he So -^ive the
cream ju- to the eat. Hut at the liftli .-eiitenee CeloJtine in-
terrupted him.

"Hal)onr(lm, why did you not -peak to me about it?" >lie
paid. "Why. you would have ^nwl vonr.-elf useless tr()ul)le.
I eaii imaiiine that one may he i)linded bv an idea for a min-
ute; l)iit for six or seven years !—that" I cannot conceive,
^ou want to redu.-e the estimates? It is a eommonplaee.
ponny-wi.<e economy

! Kather we should aim at raising the
income to two milliards. France would be twice as great.
A new system would be tliis plan cried up bv M. de xliein-
gen. a loan that would send an impulse ihroinrh trade
through the whole country. Tlie poorest exclie<iuer is the
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lino that lias iiio.-t francs lyin^' iillc. It is the Kiiuiiice Miii-

icr's iiiissidii t" llint: iiMiicy mit cif tlu' wimlows, and it

. .UK'S in at his (cliars. And yin wonld liavc liiin aociinui-

itc s])<'ci(' I W'liy. instead of rrducin^ the niiinlii'i- of posts

, iidcr (lovcriiincnt. yon oiiul;! lo imrrasc thfui I liistiad

if payin;,' oil" the national di'lit. you should increa.so the

;iunili('i' (d' fund-holders. If the Hour'hons mean to rci^rn in

j'cacc. they oiii,dit to have funddiohlers in everv township;

ind, of all thini,'s. they should hi'ware (d' i 'ising foreign

i -ans. for foreigners will l)e sure some day to re(iuire the ro-

;>;iynient of the capital, whereas if none hut l-'renchnien have

money invested in the funds, niMtlier France nor nationdl

' ledit will perish. That saved Knglaiul. 'I'his plan of

lurs is a little shopkeeper's scheme. .\n and)itiou!< man
^iiould only present hini.-elf in the eliaracter oi a second

Law, without Law's ill-huk; he should explain the resources

"f credit; he should show that wo ought not to sink money
Ml extinguishing principal, hut in pa "mcnt of interest, a«

Mie Knglish do
"'

''Come, C61c?tinc," said Rahonrdin, "juni!)lp up ideas to

L.'ether, make playthings of them, and contradict yourscdl"

I am used to it. But do not critici.se a piece of work befoi

you know what it is."

"Is there any need to know what it is, when the gist of

' matter is to carry on the administration in France with

i.\ thousand olFicials instead of twenty thousand? Why, my
dear, even if the seheu'e were invented hy a man of genius.

I King of France would lose his crown if he attempted to

rarrv it into elTect. Vou may suhjugate an aristocracy by

-triking ofT a few heads, iiut you caiino*^ (juell a hydra witli

a thousand claws. Xo, no; insignificant folk cannot be

crushed, they lie too ilat beneath the foot.— .\nd do you mean
to move all these men through the ndnisters? Between our-

selves, they are very poor creatures. You may shift men's

interests, you cannot sliift men; they make too much outcry,

whereas the francs are dumb."

"But, Celestino, if you talk all the time, and if you aim
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,vnnr \nl umIc „f ,|„. ni;,rk. uv shall :„.v.r iirriv. nt nn iin-
ilrr.-hiinlinif "

.

"•^''
• '

^''' ''" ''''il'' "f '''I' nii.ilvsic uF ,n,.,r< iKliniiii.tni-
tivc .-iIhIiIv. • >lir «,.Ml ,,;.. uitliniH ii>t,.nin- to Imt huslmr,!
'*'"'"'"'-• >"" li'i^'' I II -liMrpmin- the nxr for voiir^rlf
>''//y//r \„r./,' uhv .IhI _\nii nut cnnMilt me ;^

I wuiild at
.•ni.v r.itr l:a\c piwrnl..! v,,ii fn.m [.iitliii- m >iii(r|,. Ij,,.. „n
'""I"'''- '" " ''"• "'"-' if VOU Ui.llril to I|;,v.. tllr riU'rilu-

'•""'""I- I »"iil'l Imvr en,,,,..] It inv-rlf. ill„| It .hnllhl n..^,.^
''"^'' '''' ""- l""l-- oil' "l-'ir. uhv ,|,.| vnu saV IH.thi„.r
*" ""•''""" II :- -''HI lil>-.'.-i niaii! A .n.uM;,,, slivp h,.s„l?.

fi>suil,.a!Mlkr,.|,a,M.,.n.t f.,,- x.vm vatv! ||,,,,„ hi(l.« hiin-
sclt Ifum h.f. |M»,r thill-, rurscvni wars iiiid .hnii.t h.T (l.^vo-
tioii.

"Hut." pr(it(-t(d 1,'ahniinliii. "whcn<.vcr I have tri.'d to
discus, aiivihiii- uiih vn„. \\,y ,h,..,. ,.h.\v!i vars, von haw
<'iit 111,, shun, and iiiiiii..diatcl,\ hioiiLdit out Vour oVii ideas
instead. ^ ,ui know nothiii;.'- of mv UDrk."

"Xothiii-:' i know all ahuiit "it
!"

'•Tli.'.i. pray, tell me aho-.n jt," erie,] Ifahourdin, losin<'
his k'tiiper tor the (ir>t time siiiee h,. marria-e

"Th.Te- ,t i> JKiir-past six: sha\eyouiselt^,„d dress" <hr
retorted. aii>uerin- him after the wnnt nf u,„nen uh,.,, press,.,i
upon a point on uhieh ihev aiv hound to he sih^nt • "I will
finish .Iressin- aiul we ^^ill postpone tlie ai-ument. for I

do m.t want to h,. worried on mv reeeption .'lav— ()], dear
in.', poor man" .he said to lu.r.elf as she went, "to U.it'ik
tlKit _iie should toil for sew n years to hring ahout his ownnun

. And put no trust in his wife."
She tiiriieil hack.

"If you liad li~te,„.d to me in tim,.." she .said, "v.m would
not have interfered on hehalf of vmir first elerk • he n,.
douht. took the enpirs of that niihukv li..t. (iood-hve clever
nian I

"

Hut .seein^r her hu^handV jKiin in his tn.-ie attitude, she
Ht that she had -one loo far; sjie spran- to him, and put

'"'• arms about hau lovingly, all covered with .soaj. as he
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"Dcnr Xiivicr, t\n llcil Im' MAciI," >lir -;iii|. •|lus I'M'Ilill^r vvo

ull jZn llirnll;.'ll Vnlir xhrlllr; y,\\ >|i;il| |i|lk ;it VMlir CIIM',

nd I am ^'i)iii^' l<> li>i(ii a- Imi;,' iintl a- ailnii iviU as \oii

I'li-ast'I— Is that nice of nir:'' 'I'luiv. I i|u not n-k luttn- ilian

f'l lie .Matidiiict's wife."

She l)(';:an to laii;xli. ami lialioiiniin ( oulii not 1hI|i lani,'li-

in^' too. for ('rlcstinc's month \\a> white uiih >oa|p, while
there \vn,> a weahh of tlie truei-i and mo-i jierduiahl. all'eetioii

HI the tones of her voice.

(lO and dress, little one; and of all thiti^'-, not a word of

lliis to des Lniieaul.\I (iive me your |ironiiM'. That i> the

only j)eiiance 1 rei|uire
"

"JiCijitircf Then I wun"t make any [iromi^e at all."

"Come. ('ele.~tine, 1 spoke seriously llion;,di I was Joking'."'

"T()-ni<f!it your secretary-<,^'neral will know the foes with

Uiom we niu>t (ij,'ht ; ami I know whom to attack."

"Whom?" asked I'ahourdin.

"The Miiii.ster," she said. ;;rowing two feet taller for her

uords.

Hut in spite of Celestine's winning' i harm, a feu painful

ihou^dits occurred to Ra' 'in in >])ite of hiniMlf, am'
darkened his forehead.

"Wlu II will she learn to appreciate me !-" he lhouj,dit.
"^

liid not even understand that all this wdrk was done for i,

.ike. What waywardm ss I and how iiitelliirent she is I— If

i were not married, I should lie very well <

" and in a hi<,di

;insition by this time. I should have put hy li\e thousand

j'ranes a year out of my salary; and hy inve^tinu' the money
'arefully, I shonhl ha\e an independent income of ten

ihousand francs at this day. I sliouhl he a iia'.-helor; 1

.-hould stand a chance to become ^omebod\ ; thi'ou<,'li ji

marriage Ves" (he interrupted himself), "hut 1 have
lA'lestine and the two children."

He fell back upon his happiness. Even in the happiest

married life, there mii~t always be some moments of regret.

He went to the drawini,'-room and looke<l round.

"There are not two women in Paris who can manage a.->

J
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hIic «!()».-. All this (III i«,.|\.. tliMii>iiii.l Ii\rv, a v.-ar!" he
tll.)ll-,'lll. fl, |l,Kl"l!(r.| al thr j;.r. I'll ij n{ tluU.-r.-, llll'.l t ll..ll;,'Ilt

«»f tlic (•..initi;,' |.|(ii-iiiv nf -ralillr.l vaiiils. -Sli,. ua, mcnut
tolu'a Mimi.m.tV uilV. All. I uhni I think llial inv Miiii.strT-s
Wiff l.s of nu ll.-f In Inni - -h.. juuh, hk,. a ^t^lll hn'm.lv lloUM.-
wif'i- and ulun >lif .,'"'.^ to \\u- 'rnih rif>, to other "pwpli'i
linii^c>. >li(

'

Il( (onii.iv..M..i his lips. A \iTv hu-y man'.. i.l.Ms of housc-
l«v|,iii- aiv X, \a,uur. that it i< .mm l-, p.i-uadr hini to !/.•

Ik'Vc thai a Imndiv.l thousand fianc- uill .Jo cvcfN lluu.' ,,r

imthiii;:.
" "

Mm ihoiiKh dr.- Lii)MaiiIx \va> inipaticnilv cxih'.i,.,!. th.)ii-h
thf .liiiiuT had hfc.i d.'MKiicd to tickh' liir |.alati> ..f a pn-
fcss.'d .•|.Hiirv. Ir. oiih- cainu in at niidni;:hi. at whi.h hour
{•onvfrsitioii is wont to ^fdw nioiv |)(T>onai aii.l confidoiitiai.
An.].). In I'mdI. journalist, \va> th.iv likc\vi.-t'.

"1 kn..u all ahoiit ii." h.-an dvs Lup.Mulx, wIrmi lu; was
conif.)rtahl.' .-,.iil..d on th.' >fit,.,. hv tin- tiivsi.l... with a cui
of tea in hi- lian.l ; and Mm,.. l.'a'h.Mir.lin .-tno.l lH.f,.iv hni
holdin,ir out a plate full .d" ^an.hvi.hes an.l sli.rs of tli.'

wei^dity suh.-taii.c not inappropriately kii.iwn a- poimd-eak...—"Fin..!, my .l^ir an.l iiiL^lli-cnt I'ri.n.l. v.mi inav .1.. ..iir

praei.nis .pi.vn a ^eI•vlee hy lettin- |..ose >,miv .d' vour pa^ k
on s.)ni.. men wh..ni I am ^'..in^r t,, nienti.)ii."--Then tiirniiii,'

t.> .M. l{ah..nr.liii, ami l.,u.rin-- his v.m.-.. -,, that the w..i
"

Hhoul.l nol trav.d heyon.l the three p..rMms to wh..in tliev w<t.<
addn^.v-...!. he emitinn.d—-Von hav.. ih.- in.>nev-h.n.lers an.l
the el.'rtry, capital and th.. Chnreli. a>:ainM v.)ii. The para-
frraph in the I.iheral pap.T wa> iiiMM-Ied at lli.. instance of an
ol.l hill-.li>eouriter; th.^ pr.,pn.t.>rs lav nn.ler s..me ..hli.'atmii
to him. an.l ll,,. littl,. f..||..w thai actually di.l it di.l n..l"thiiik
thai ll maltiT, .1 very mu.h. Th,. whol.' stalT ..f ihe paper is to
l»e re.M,nstilui,.,| i,, thn„> .lay> ; w.. -hall irel ,.v..r that. Th.'
Royalist ()pp.)sition (l'..r. thanks t.. M. .1.. ('haleaiihriand. w
n.)W have a K'.yyalist ()pp.)sitioii. whi.-h is to sav. that there are
l{ova1i<ls half-way .n.-r t.) th.. I.ilMTMl<: ,,iit <!,, not let us
talk of mighty maitert; in poliii,.,-),_ti„. if^val Opposition,
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I Miy, liafui^' Clmrlfs X. willi a (Icadly liati-, luivf promisod
;lii ir i-ii|i|»oi tovdU, if \m; uill |ia.-,s dill' i)f llifir aiiiiiiilnn'nts.

\il iii\ Ijaticrifs art' in tlu' (lilil. If tiny try to forcv Haii-

!"\' r iiiM.ii us, wo will t-ay to tii.- (Iraiid AiiiK.iiry, 'Such and
'! Ii iii'U-jia|Kr.- and Mcs-rs. So-aiid-.-o will atta< k tiiiss law
M.il \oii want to \ni», and }nii will havt' the wliolc prt'ss

j,iin«t \uir ( inr tli> Ministerial |ia|p<rs undtT my contrf)!

I. ill 1)1' deaf antl diiinlt; and as tiny arc iirctly nntcli deaf
lid dunil) already —rh. Find /—that will ^'ivc them no dilli-

• :'iy). •Xoininate Hahuiirdin. and u>n will haw public
imiion with you.' To think of the poor simple provincials
ii.il inlreiuh thcni>el\es in their arniehairs by the fireside

.ind rejoice over the independence uf the orL'ans of opiuion !

la! ha!"

Ir! lu'! he!- cliiukled ' mot.
"So hi' quite easy," continued drs Lupeaulx. "I arran^'od

it all this evening,'. The (irand .Miiionry will give way."
"I Would rather havi' ^'ivi'ii ii]» all hope and have had vou

liere at dinner," C'elestine wlii.-[iered. and the look of reproach
111 her eyes nii>rlit casilv have hcen taken for a lovc-distrau-dit
.'lance.

•"Here is .-(.incthin^' that will ohtaiii my pardon," returned
lie. and he i,ra\e her the invitation |',,r the partv on Tuesday.
Celcstine face lii;liled up with tlii^ reddest ^dow of pleasure,
as she opened the envilope. .\o deli^^ht can ho compared
with the joy (d" vanity triumfihant.

"Do you know what a Tuesday is?" eontinued des Lu-
fHiiulx, with an air of mystery: "it is an inner circl"; it is

lo our department as the l'etit-( 'liateaii is to the Court. Vou
will he in the very centre. The Comte.-se Feraud will b(!

iliere (she is still in favor in -pile of the death of Louis
XVI 11.) ; Delphine de Xucin^'en. Mine, de Listoniero, and
the Marqui-se d'Kspard are invited, so is your uear de Camps;
I sent the invitation myself, so that you mi,<,dit find a sup-
porter in her in case the other women should 'hlack hall' you.
I should like to see you among them."

Celestino tossed her head; she looked like a tho'-ouofhhrpd
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before the imcc. .\;j::\\\] >1ic i\',i(1 ilic ciinl, as [{jnidoyer and
Saillanl hail rcail iIkii- |ianima|ihs in ihc papiT; u:h1, liko

them, she cmihl iml .irr.i.-ii thr incaiiiiiL;- nf the uords.

"This !irsi. and .-unir d.-iv thr Tuili-rics I"' >hc said, turn-

in <r to dcs lin|i('aul \ w ilh >ii(h a mint inn and contidcni-e in hrp

tone and manner (hat >ln' >i nick di>inav into him as lie h)okeil

at her.

'llou if I shonhl only he a stcppin<,^-st()iie for her?"" he

aski'd hiniM'ir.

11l' roM- 1.1 hi> feci and v.rni in her licdrooni ; she followed,

for she iindtTstood liv his A^^w llial he wished to speak with

lier in |ii'i\ate.

"Well, and I he >-ehenie
!'"" he lieLTan.

"I'ooh I an liuiie>t nian"s folly I lie wants to put down
fifteen thousand emplnyes and keep a .-lalf of (ivc or six thoii-

sainl. \ in\ could not iniauiiu' a iiioi'e nionstrous absurditx' ;

! nill u:i\e \iin lii> nienioranda to I'cad when they arc- copied

<Hit. He is (piite in earne:-t. He made hi- analytical

eataloi,Mie with the hest (d' motives. The poor, dear man!""

Des Liipcaidx felt ihe more rea-sured heeause genuine

laughter accoinpanied ihe light contcinptnoii> words; a lie

would iioi have decei\ed liiiii. he w ,- * ii
, old a hand, hut

C'cle>tine was >incere while >lle thus spoke.

"Ihit. after all. there is .-..mi'thiii:' tt the bottom of it all,"'

he rejoined.

''Oh. well, he want,- to do auay with the land-ta.x and

replace it hy a tax upon article^ of consunipticui.""

"Why. l-"i-. -M-ois Keller and Xucingeii hroiighl forward an

a!mo~l identical plan a \ear ago; and ilie Minister is think-

ing of I'cmoNing the liurden from lln' land.""

''i'herel I told him tlnil there was nothing new in the

idea."" laughed Cele-tine.

"Yi's : hut if he and tiie great liiiancier of the age. the

Xapideon of finance (I can -ay so lie!\\(M'n oiirsi'hes ) . if he

and N'ueingen have hit upnii liie ,-anie idea, lie must at any

rate liav<' Minie notion of the way of carrying it out."

"'J'lu' whole ihin^' is ccinnionpiace."" she said, pursing up
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hor lips (lisdaiiil'nllv. "llf waul.-

lim k i;f it !) uitji fivo ..r six tliou.siml

lilt' contrary, it ougju to hv to [\\v ini

llif country to maintain the in

:t>\iTii iTancc (ju!-t

I'mpliiM''- ; wlu'iij on
I rest llf t'Vri-y pcr:^on in

11- cumiiry lo niainiaiii tile prcstMit ;:n\ crnini-nt.

Dcs Lu])caiii.\ sccnifd relieved to lind that ilic rhicf
n he took fur a man of cxi

cicrl
u no

nK'du)cntv after al

raordmarv abilitv, was a

"Are
to take a

VdU niiitc sure of til o apiHiiiitmcnt 'o von care

•V

|)i('C(' of wnmanV advii a>k('(i >, !•

ou Wdiiifii understand the art of piilite t reaeliery better
than wc do,'" said >]><, i.ujieaulx, sliak;:ii: liis liead

"Vcrv well : -ay •!!

as to hAlinonrv, so

write 'liaiioiirdin.

iiudoyer" at Court and al tlie (Irand

1 .-ii>pieion; but at the la^-i nioinent

Some Women sav "Y
'Xo" when he has

so long as tliev iieecj a man, ai d
vvM'il tlicir tnri].'" ivmarki'd des i.ii[»eaul\.

are

i know tlieiii," ('(destine an-wered. laiigliiiig. "lint they
very silly, for in politics _\ou mn>t e(;me across the same

>ple again and again. It is all \ery well with fools, but

n my opinion, it is the great-<>u are a cU'\er man. I

.-t possible mistake ii 1 lite to cHiarivl wnb a ne.dlv clever
man.

"Xo," .<aid de.s Luiieaulx. "I'or he will forgive. 'F'liere is

lo danger except with petty ranci.rons mind- that have noth-
ng to lio but plan revenge, and 1 .-pend mv life on that.

W hen every one had gone, [,'abourdin staved in his wife
i'lnin, begged her to listen to him for once, and Luik tl

)portiiiiit^ of explaining hi.- scheme. He made ber under-
no intention of diminishing the e-timates;-land that he had

U' contrary, he gave a li>t of public eiiteriiri.-e.- t
n tl

arried out with the puhhc money: private enterprise or hx.al

provements should be subsidized hv a government grant of
• m
)ne-third or one-fouilli of the total outlay, and the.-e granb-

Id set money in circulation. In >hort. be made it plain

[>aper

^vou

o Ills wife that h\< scheme was not so much a llieorv on
a practicable plan to bo worked out in hundred.s of ways,
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Celestino's onthusiasiii frrcw ; s^lio spranj^ to licr lni?:ba!i(l and
put her arms ahout him. ami sat on hi? knoo beside tiie fire

"Ai i so, after all," she said, '"I have found the husband
of whom I dreamed. My iuMioraiue of your worth saved you

from des l.upeaulx's ciuteiies. I slandered you to hiii!

aiiuizinu'ly, and in jjjood earnitt too."

There were liappy tears in Habourdiirs eyes. And so at

last he had his day of triumpii. He had undertaken it all

to please hi.s wife: he was a groat man in the eyes of iiis

public.

''And for any one who knows iiow good and kind and loving

and ei|nal»lr xoii are. you are ten times grr;iier I lUit a man of

genius is aluay.- mori' or less of a child, an', you are a child,"

slie >aid. "a dearly-lo\-ed child."

She drew out her invitation card from i' hiding-place and
showi (1 it to him :

''Phis is what I wanttnl." she continued. "Des Lupeaulx
lias brought me in contact with His Ivxcellency, and His

Excellency shall be my servant for a while, even if he is made
of bronze."

Next day Celestitie was a1)sorbed in ]ireparations for her

introduction into the mner circle. It was to be her great

day. her success. Xever did courtesan take more [)ains with

herself than this matnm took. Never was dressmaker more
tormented, more sensible how much depended upon her art.

Mine. iJabonrdin overlooked nothing, in short. She went

herself to choose a brougham for the occasion, so that her

carriage should be neither old-fasbioni'd. iu)r insolent, nor

suggestive of the city madam. Her servant, as became the

servant of a good house, was to look like a gentlenuin.

Then, about ten o'clock on the great 'I'uesday evening,

^Ime. Habourdin emerged in an oxipiisite mourning toilet.

In h(>r hair she wore bunches of jet grapes, of the finest work-

manship, part of a complete set of ornaments ordered at

Fossin's by an Plnglishwoman who went away witiiout taking

them. T!ie leaves were tliin tiakcs of stanipcul iron, light as

real viiie-lr.-ivc-. and the artist had not forgotten the little

graceful tendrils that ciuug among her curls, as the vine-
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t. ndrils olint,' to cverv hrancli. Tlio hracclct-: and earrings
Acri- of "Hcrlin iron,"' a^; it is callrd; but the delicate
arahesquos from Vienna nii<,dit liave hccn made by the hands

• f fairies for some task-mistress, some Carabos.-e with a passion
:

>r collecting,' ants" eyes, or for spinnin^r pit^ccs of stuff to
jack into a ha/.el-nnt. CelcstincV dnss had been carefully
rut to bring out all the grace of a slcn(hT (Igiire. which looked
-Icnderer still in black. The curves all stopped short at the
i!nc round the neck, for >\\v wore no shoulder-straps; at every
moment she si^emcd about to t'lncrge like a buttertlv from the
-lieath; yet, througii tiie dressmaker's skill, the gown clung
lo the lines of her ilguie. The material was not yet known
n Paris; it was a inoiissrlitie de hihic, an "adorable" stuff

iliat afterwards iiecanie the rage. Indi«ed. the success out-
lasted the fasiiioii in France; for the practical advantages of
a thin woolen nuiterinl, which saves tlie expense of washing,
njured the cotton-spinning industry and revolutionized the
U'ouen trade, ("elestine's feet were daintily shod in Turkey
-atin slippers (for bright satin could not be worn in nmurn-
ing) and fine thin stockings.

C'elestine looked very lovely thus diH'ssed. Her (complexion
was l)ri!liant aiul softly colored, thanks to (lie reviving m-
ilueiice of a bran bath. Hofie had tlooiled her eves, her (puck
intelligence sjiarkled in them; she Iooke(| like the woman
of a superior order, of whom des l.upeaulx spoke with such
[iride and pleasure. She knew how to enter a room; all

women will appreciate tlie meaning of that phrase. She
i)ow(>d gracefully to th(> Minister's wife, deference and dignitv
blended in the right proportion in her manner; and wore her
air of majesty witliout giving olTence. for every fair woman
IS a (pieen. With the .Minister she used the pretty insolence
that women are wont to as; '.me with any male creature, were
lie a grand-duke. .And as she took her s(>at. she reeonnoitered
llie ground. She found lierself in a small, carefully chosen
'ircle in which women cati measure each other and form ac-

urate judgments; the lightest vord re\erlierat(>< in all ears,

'very glance makes an impression, and conversation becomes
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a .luH lirlnr.. uitn.>M.s. Anv ivmaik |,itclir,i ,„ tlie onlinarv
k.'V .-oiiinU (lal ; ,-i;,.l -o,„| i,-,|k i> ,,uirtlv a.-ccpl,.,! a> a uiain.V
of cours.. al that intcllciiial Icvrl. U'aljourdm betook liim^
w'lf to an adjoinm^r ,.ar,l-r,.,,ni. and tlu-iv rnruiincd, plaiitod
0.1 Im.i1, 1\.(.|. to uatdi thr play, which proves tliat hv was u-.t
wanting' in ,-cn>c.

'-M.v dear." said the Manpiiso d"K>pard, tiindti<,' to th,-

( oinloM. IV.raud. Louis XVIII/s la>t mistress. -'Paris is

"'"'i'"'- '^"'•1' \^'"iicu as llii> >|ai1 up in i| .pm,. uiicxpwt-
cdly Irom no one k-i.,ws uliciv. and scciuinglv thrv have the
will and ilif power lo do anvtiiiii::

""

"And .dir lia> the will and thr power to do anvthin<r." said
des l.upeaidx, l.ridlin- a.- he spoke
The eral'ty ( Vlcsi inc. mcanwiiili.. was j)a\inj,' court to the

Miiiister-s wife. Drilled \>y de> Lupeaul.x' on the previous
day. slie kiU'W all tli.' Connlr.s- u,,ikn(-.-^es and flattered
them, without >ei'niin.i: lo touch upon ih,.,,,. An.d she was
silent too at the ri-ht ino.,, ,., ; fMr ,],.. Lupeaulx, in spite
«d" his infatuation, had ;.-,ii(rd Celesline-s shorteondncrs
"lid varned her a-ain^t iheni. "Of all thin-., do not lidk
too niueh!" he had .siid the evenin- ludore. "Twas an ex-
traordinary prn.,f ,,f ailaehnieni. llerlrand ISanviv left be-
hind hiin the Miblinie maxim. -Xever interrupt a woman with
ailviee while she is danein,:,':"" which, with the supplementary
apophthe.c-m here subjoined. -Do not liud fault with a wo""-

uian for scattering her pearls." may he .-aid to complete tills
article of the code feminine. The eonvcrsation became jren-
eral. From time to time Mme. Habuurdin i)ut in a word,
much as a well-traineil cat touches her mistress' lace, with
sheathed claws. T],,. Minister's heart was not verv suseopti-
ble: in the matter <•( -allanlry. no statesman of tlie Restora-
tion was more accnmpli>lied : the Opposition Mirolr. the
r<nnlurr. and the r!,„,ro eoiild n-.t reproach him with the
faintest acceleration of the pulse. His mistress was l/Eloilc;
stran.L'e to s.-.v. .he had been faithful in adversity, atid
j)ro!,,il,ly was reapin- the beneiii e\en at tin moment.' This
Mme. Hybourdin knew, but she knew also that people change
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their iiiiinls in old chateaux, so she set herself tf) make the
Minister jeaioi,^ .,1' siieh good fortune as des LupeaiUx ap-
i^ared to ..njoy. At tliat momeiK des Liipcaulx was expatiat-
iig iijx.ii ( ele.-tiiie, for the henelit of the .Manpiise (riv-panl.
Mine, de Xiicin-en. and ih,' ('omite>.-.; he was trving t,, ,„aki'
''"in i:n(ler>tand tliat Mine K>al.oiinliii innst !»• adiimi,.] into
ilK'ir coalition

: and Mn,,.. ,1,. Cnnips. the f..nrili in the .pia
tetto of listener., was supportin- hiin. At the .nd .d' ;

hour the .Mm.-ter had Iwrii well stroked d,,wn ; h.^ wa> ph'a.-ed
with Mine. IJahourdiii's wit. and .die had channel lu.- wife;
indeed, the Countess wa^ so enchanted uiih this siren, that
-ho asked lier to come whenever siie plca-rd.
"For your hii.d.and will vcrv soon he !: .id ,,f the division,

my dear."" she had ,siid, "and the Mini-!er intend.-, to hring
Imth the divisions under one head, and then vou will he one
I'f us."

His Excelh'iiey to.,k Mine. Ifahourdin to sec ..ir. of the
rooms. His suite (d" aparlin.-nts was famous in tho^e days,
for Opposition journal!,-m had mad.' ii^-cif ridiciihius l)y de-
nouncing the lavi.di di.-play ilierein. li,' -ase his arm to the
lady.

"Indeed, madaine, you re- lly ought to faxor us. the Count-
'>s and my.-elf, hy coming freipiciitiv "" and His E.\cel-
leiicy hrought out his .Miip.^terial pretty -pivihes.
"Hut, mnnscigneur." demurred ( 'cle.-i'iMc. with one of the

L.dances that women keep for emergeiu-ie.- ; "hut, monseigneur,
that depends upon you, it seems to me."
"How?"
"Why vou can give me the right to do so."

"Exj)lain yourself."

•'Xo. When 1 came here. I .slid to mvscif tliat I would
not have the had ta.-te to solicit your inte'rc.-t."

"Pray. sjH'iik ! P'^icrls of this sort aic ncvtr out of place,"
the Minister answered, laughing. And nothing amur-cs voi'ir

soriously-minded men so much as this kind of noM^.-nse.
"

"Very well: it is rather ah.Mird of ;, chief clerk's wife to
ome liere often, hut a directof-s wife would not he 'out of
place.'

'
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"Never mind tliat." said the ^^iIIist(r, ''we ciiniiot do witli-

out your liii.-band ; lie lia.s heeii noiiuiiati'd."

"Keally and truly:-"

'"Will you eoiue to my .study and see I'.is name for your-

self? The tiling is done."

It seemed to her thai tliere was somcthiiig susjiicious in the

Minister's eageriu',-.- and alacrity.

"Well," she .slid, as they stood ai)art in a eorner, "let nie

tell you that 1 ean repay you
"

She was on the jioint of unfolding her husband's schemo,

when des I.ujk.iuIx cainc forward on n|itot' with an angrv
little eougli, wliuh, being interiuTtrd, meant th 't he had

been listening to their conversation, and did not wisli to Iw

found out. Till' Minister looked in no pleasant humor ai

the elderly coxcoinl) thus caught in a Imp. Des Lupeaulx
had hurried on the work of the slalf bevond all reason, in

his imjialience lor his con<pie-i ; he had put it in the Min-

ister's hands, and next day he intended to bring the nomina-
tion to her who ]iassed for his mistress.

dust at that moment the Minister's foottn;in came, and
with a mysterious air informed des iaiiieanlx that hi- own
man had brought a letter to be delivered to him immediately,

adding that it was of great importance.

The Seeretary-tieneral went to a lamp and read a mis-sive

thus conceived:

"Contrary to my liahit, T am waiting in an ante-ohambor;

there is not a moment to lose if you mean to arrange with

your servant

iSBC

The Secretary-General shuddered at the sight of that

signature. It would be a pity not to give a facsimile of it.

for it is rare on th(> mark(>t. and should he valuable to those

persons who discover character in handwritinij. If ever
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iMcrocrly,,}, n'pTv.vuiril all mii.nal, siirrlv tl.i^ name. uitl. n.
",'"' '•""! 'i'lfil Llirr, Mi-v~l> ll„. \,,ra.in,;- i„sU:ai,lr jau^
.1 11 shi.rk, jau.-^ that a.v aluay> a-ap... aluav- .•aidnn- huM

I 'lu. Mrun.^' an.l tl,,. uvak alike, an.l -..M,ii„^r ih,.,„ ,|„,vn.
'' lias 1.,.,.,, l.nuHl iMipos.-ihl.. to ivprn,!.!,,. ihr uli,,l,. „.,;, ,;
HMMiilc, f:,r the liaii.lwnti.i- tlM.ii-l. .-Icar. is t,. ,->nall aiul
lj'.~.' 1111(1 Inir; 111,, wliul,. s..ntUH-c, in,|,.,,l. ..nlv lills ..„< li;i...

Mi..>|.int..n,ill-dis(M,untiii-alon(',-„ii|,! iu<i>\vr <n in.-„l.Mitly
"MHTativc, s.) cnirlly irn-pruacliabl." a -vu\r,u-r : an cxplica
''' """-^-'''n'liiital .Matcinnu. uliid, i,,M all vet ivwalr.!
^".''''"^'- If VMI, ha.

I ur^.v hrnvd .,{ ( i„l,-,...k' hrfor,.. vo.i
n.i.-ht have <ru.-s._.,l what manii.T of man it \va^ that wn.t.,-
iiat hii,.; and xm the iniplacahlc m.M'rv-lrn.lrr nf the Rn,.
•kvs (Irt's, wli,,

, .,,1,1,1 Mnniiions \uu into I'li. j„v-,.m-,' vvitlKHil
-..ndiii- an order. Accord m.uly. .l.-s !.„,., .aniv ^rrai-htwav
' i^ap[.,.are,l, hk.. a .h.;r v.Ii.mi ihe ^j,..,i>nian .alls hini otY
Ml'' .-'-eiil

; ami 'avmi |,. his .lu,, al,,,,!,.. |„,n,l,.r!n- hv the wav.
Ills \vli,,le jiosition M.ein,'<i (,, he ,-ni,ij,r,,nii.,Ml. '{'ictur,. io
..oiirself the s,.ii.-atio!is ..f a -eneral-in-,-lnVr v. Ii,'!i his ai,l,-,!e-"Hp aniiouiuvs that ••ih,. ,.n,.i„y uiih ihirtv thousand nu'ii.
,ill fresh tnxips, is takiiii: us in I'lank"! A \w,r,l will ,.N|,lai!i
ihe arrival of Messieurs (;i.u'onnet and (ioh^nk u|)(Ui th,- tield ;

I'or hoth tIi,,so worthies \wre waitin.i: ii|m,ii ,1, s Lu[hmuI\.
At ei<,dit o\h.ek that eveiiln- .Martin Kall,.i\ had arriwd

on the win.irs of the wind (ihaid^s lo ilw.,. franc-s per sta-n.
ai!(! a p,,>tilion sent on ahead). 11,. Iia,l hr,..i_dii the eon-
M-aets. \vhi,-h Jl iM,reyest,'rday"s ,late. Mitnil to,>k th,. ,1,),mi-

nients at ,,ne.. i,) the Cafe Tlu'ini-, th,.v uvr,' ,lnlv han.h.l
"ver, and the tu,, inoiHy-leiider^ luirr:-.,! nil' i,, ,|,.s l.upeaulx.
I'hey \v,.nt ,,n fo.,t. ho\v,.\,.r. 'Hi,. r\nrk Mru,-k e!ev,.n.
Des l.npeaulx shii,ld,.r,.d as h,- watch,.,! the tw,) sini-t,.r-

'•.okin- fac,-s li-hl up with a -l,...rul .'xpivvHon. and >aw a
look that sh,)t ,)ut strai-ht a> a hull,.t, and blax,.,l like the flash
of powder.

"Wi'll. my ina.-ters. uhal is th,. matt,>r:-"

The tw,) iiiuiiey-jeiider.- sat inoti,.nless ami impassive.
22
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(ii<,'oi)n('t gliiiucii i'min liis Imndlr df [^iprrs to tl»o man-
servant.

"Let us <,'() into my r^tiidy," saiil dr.< l.iipi aiilx, dismissing
the man willi a .-ij:jr.

"^'nu undriMand I'rfiicli admiialily." n>markcd (lijronnct.

"Have you come i > lornicn! a man that |)iil von in the wav
of tnakin-,' two huadn-d tliousaml fram a|iiiM'c?" asked
dc- Lupeaulx, and in spite of liim-df his <,a'>tufe was dis-

dainful.

"And will put us in the way of making; more, I hope," said

(ii/;onnct.

"Is it a hit of hiisint^r.? If you want mo. I have a

memory."
".\nd we liavp int'niofanda of voiir-." ripo-tn] (ii^onnet.

".My dchts will he paid." d.s l.upcaulx ivlurned loftilv.

lie did not wi.sli to ho h-d into u di.scussioii on tliu sub-
ject.

"Truly?" asked (iobMck.

"Let us fro to the jioint, my son,"' said (ii^'nniiet. "Don't
you draw yourself uji in yoiii -tiick iik.' that : it wun't do with
us. Take these conlracts and read them throuirh."

I>es Lujieaidx read with surpri.-e and amaxemeiit ; an^r^-ds

mi^dit have lluiiir tlio.-e contra, -ts down frum the cloud.s for

him; and me<inwhile the j.i'r louk stuck of his l,^^n\.

"You have a couple of jiitelligeni men <d' husine.<s in us,

liaven'i you!'" askeij (ii-diinet.

"l<ut to wl'.ai do I (lue such ingenious co-ojx'ralion ?" des

Lnpcinl.x in(piircd unca.-ily.

"We knew, a week a^'o, what you will not know till to-

morrow uidc-s we tell you: the I'roident of tiu' Commercial
Court linds that he is (djliged to resijrii his .seal in the

Cliamher."

lh> Lupeaul\"s (.yes dilated till they grew as large as

meadow daisies.

"Your Miiuster was phaying this trick upon you," added
(ioh.-eck. the curt-spoken.

"You are my nuisters," said des Lupeaulx, saluting the
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I'liir with ii pnifoiiiHl n>|M(i in which ihfiv was a ecrtuin
iiu'^f (if irony.

"i'n'i'iscly." >.ii(l d'oiisiM-k.

"I'liit ;irc villi ahniil t(i >lr;iiiL,'h' me?"'
"Thiit is |i(i>sihh'."

•\(rv well, then; -ct iilioiii it, ymi cxerutioners !"
re-

-i'ii.mI the Sccrcnirv-driic-iil with ii >iiiili'.

'•^oiir d.lits."" h.-aii (ii^roiiiu'l, "arc iiiMrihcd ahjiig with
:!ic hiaii lit' the iinrcha-i'-mniicv, vmi sec"

•I''''' iirc the ihvil-.,"' aililc.i (i,,l,.,.(k. as !u' drew a huiulle
i' liiiriiniciits rnuii ihr [nickel of lu> f,i,|,.,l <rr(>atc()at.

"Aiul Villi iia\e thi'cc years in pay the Int." said (liLTonnet.
"''"" "I"" 'i" .\"ii ivant:-" asked des Lupcaiilx, tiiuch

.il.-iriued iiy sii iiiiich readiiu'ss to dhli^e, and i^iich a fancy
-itlh'iiiciit.

'i.a I'.ilhirdiereV place fur liaiidoycr,"' tiigonnct answered
i|!iickly.

"It is a veiy sinali thiiiLr." returned dis Taij)eaul.\-, '"though
I should have to do the inipussible. 1 iiivself have tied my
lands."

"Vdu are p.inj; to enaw the cords with your teeth," said
'ligoinicl.

"Tliey are sharp eiioUL;li .'" added (luhseck.

"Is that all?"

"We shall keep the contracts until these cdainis are ad-
mitted." said (iijxonnct. iayi;;.- a statement under the Secre-
iary-Cieneral's eyes as he spoke: "if these are not recognized
uithin six days hy the coinirittce. my nami; will be filled in
instead of yours on the deeds."

"Vou are clever." exchrnied des Lupeaulx.
"I'recisi'ly," said (JoliM'ck.

"Aud that is all y
'"True," replied (iohseck.

"Is it a ha'-irain:"" demanded Oigonnot.
Des Lujieaul ... nodded.

"Very well. then, sign this [viwer of attorney," said
'iigoiniet. "I!audoyei-"s nomination in two days; the admis-
>-iou of the claims in six, and "
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"And wliiit ?"

"We ^'ll:ir;inl('(' VOII
"

"Wtiiil !' ctii'd (l<'s LuiMiiiiK. niDfc ,iii(! mop' astoiiislud.

) <nn- iiniiiiii.-iiiuii." fcplii'd (ii'^uiiiict. >ucllin'_' with prid''.

'•\\c ;irc -.(lire of ;i iii.ijoi'il \ ; til'lv-twn tcnaiit-riinticis ,ind

'radi -iiM'ii aiv icady lu vote at the cli'clioii as the k'luler <>(

liif liiiiiH'S iiia\ dircci."

I>«- Liipi'aulx ;,'ra-|)('d (;(ilwr(k's liaiid.

"\\v ail' I he only |)('i.|di' aiimn^; wliom iiii-aiiprchcnsioii-:

arc iiii|"w..iM,.. 'I'lij, is ulijit you may call Ijii.-incss. .So I

u ill tlirow ill a iii.il\c-uciL;lil.""

'|'rc( i.-cly" ( from ( loli>c( k ).

"Wlial IS il til licy a-kcd iJiu'i'iinct.

"'i'lic crii-< fur yuiir oaf of a nc|ilicw."

"Mlood!"" >aid (iii,'ojiii'i. "\ tn\ know liim."

With that llic pair took their leave. Dcs Lupeaulx went
with tliciii to the .-tair-.

••'riio-e are secret envoys fr<im some foreign power!" said

the footmen anioni: themselves.

Out in the -treet the moneydcnder-- looked ill each other's

face hy the li<.dit of a lamp and lani:hed.

"He will have to pay us nine thoii-and francs per aiiiiuni

in the >haiie of intcre-i, and the land scarc.dv hriiigs in fivi'

thousand iieit."" cried (iij,'oiinct.

"He will he in our hands for a lon.t: while to come." said
( iohscck.

"lie will he;rin to hnild; he will do fooli,-h thin;,'s," re-

turned (iijroniiet. "I^'alleix will luiy tlu' land."
"lie wants to be a dq)uty ; the wulf {le loui') "laughs at

the rest."

"Kh! eh!"

"Kh! eh!"

Till' dry cliirpinur exclamations did dutv for lauj,ditor. Tlio
usurers returned on foot to the Cafe Themis.

Dcs I.upeaulx went hack to the drawiiiL-'-room and found
"Mme. l\al)ourdiii in all her udory. Slii. was charmini:. T)ie

^Minister's . ..iintcnance. usually so melancholy, had relaxed
ami ''rowii iiracious.
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"Slic is U(,rkiii,u^ nnrad.-." ,\r. \ upciiuK .-.iid I,. luniMlf.
"U hat an iii\aliial.|r uummi ! One imi>l \)v<\>r \„ ihc l.uilniu
iif lirr luiil't."

'•Voiir lull,' lady will (IccKJ.dly do very udl indeed,"" said
ilie .Mar(|ni.-e ; "V-lie \\ant> riihinu' I'ul \.iur name.""

"^es. >lle i> ,-in aneliuneer"s dail-liler; it i, ih,. ,,,11' thillj,'

a.iraii,.' her; iier want ><( inrih will I,,' ih,. min nf jut." Des
l.u|ieanl.\"s air i<( (....i indillVivnce (nntraMid >Iran,i,'ely witli
ins warnilli nf a I'eu' minutes a;.'n.

Tlie .Man|iii>e d"IN|,anl Inuk.,] st,.adil\ i.aek .it hirii.

"
I lie ;,danii' \.,u ;.'a\e tliein jn,-t nnu' was nut lo.-t upon

nie."' she said, indieaiini; the Mini-tir am! Mnie. Raboiirdin
;

"it piereed thrmi-h the ini.M ,,( \,,ur eye;:lasst's. Vnu are
ainiisinj:, vmi t\vi>, to (jiiarrel over that hone."'

As the .\Iar.jui-e made her way ].a>t the door, the Minister
hurried acros.s the rnom to her.

"Well,"" said des Lujieaulx. addres>in^r Mnie. Hahourdin,
"what do you think of our .Mini.-ter'r""

"He is eharmiu^. K'.'ally."" she added, raisin,;,' her voiee
for the heiiellt nf His ivvce||eney"s wife, -reallv. the poor
ministers must he known to he apiireeiated. 'I'lie minor news-
papers and the slanders of the Opposition </i\v one such
distorted ideas of politicians, and in the emi one is iii-

lluemed. But the prejudieu turns in their favor when you
meet the!n."'

"Uv is very j)lea.<ant."

"Well, 1 can assure you that one could lie very fond of
him.'" she returned ^food-jiumoredlv.

"I'ear child." said de- Lupeaulx. assuininir a .^'ood-naturcd
and in<,n-atiatin,>r air, •"vou have achieved the impossible"
"What :-" aske<l she.

'You have raised the dead to life, i did not think that he
had a heart; ask his wife! He has ju>t enou^di to defray
a passiuLT fancy, hut lake advanta^'c of it. Come this way;
do not he .surprised.""

He led the way to the boudoir and sat down Ijeside her
on a sofa.
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"V..II ;mv rr.iflv.- hr .,,1(1. •-.mmI I Ilk.- y,u |||.- I„.tt,.r r,r
It. Ik'lUci'll nlll'-rUr-. \,,|| ,HV t|(> (.nllli;irV Uulllilll. hr,
LuprauK nitr..,|ii,,,l \,.ii liriv. ;im<I Ih.iv i- iiii ,-nil uf h.in ;

iii it not .-(i:- Ami Im-;,!,-, v\h,.|i u,. ,i(-i.lr |m 1,,v,. C.r n
ttTot. a limil.-IiT uf ,-r\,.|ii\ I- til III' |.iv|,| |V(| I,, ;| >r,rrtai
KfiKial «{ fnily; il |,a\> licttir. ami i^ I,-- iii-.m... I «,,,
fVf;^la>.-.'>. ami iiis lia:r i- |M,u(i.'tv,|. ,, iil I am tli.' w,,,-m- f,,;-

il life i.f |.lra>uiv; a rMinaiili, |u\r atlair it UMiild !,. • Uhl
I lia\r tuiil mv-cif all ihi^. If ,,ii,. aii>uiiii,.|s m,|^t. .n,.
Iliakrs M)|1H> r i--|,,li I,, til,. II.,. rill. |„|t I .hall IlcV.T !)(•

the a;:r.v;il.lc. -hall I? .\ laaii in mv iM-iliun uciiM !„• ma.

I

''" '"• 'li'l I'"' l""l^ .It It Ip.iii all M,!,.-. \n\\ can confess thr
triilli, ami ^liou m,. tlic l.nii,,m "{ \,,iir l;,.arl. \Vc an' two
I'iirtii.T-, imi lu.i ioM.r. : .-ir,. u,. ,|,,| ;> | f ,|,,,,,, .^ „„||,, f.^^^^,^.

nil my siiic, yuii ri-c >npc,'ior to Midi tiallr-; von will j)ass it

'"'''' I" iiir; \.Mi arc not a iiiilc iMianiin--- iiooi mi.-s. nor a
lra<li-.inair. wife |'r,,m the ifiic :>aini-l »cii, . i',„,li : uc aiv
.•il'"vc iliai. \ou ami I. Tlicn- i- tli.. .Mar-niisc (rK-panl. now
leaviii- the room, du yon Mi|,j,n.-c that -lie ihwik- oihcruiM?
\\r cainc to an umlcrMaiMlini; two \,ar> a-o" (tlic co\c,mih:),
"a'Kl now she iias only i,, v, ntc mc a li;ic. ami iml a \crv hm-
otic—-'My dear dcs Liijicai;l\. wni will ,,h|:-c mc hv .loiiii;

so-aml-o- - ami the ilim- i- ih.i.c f, nhwiih. \\\. ;,n. tliink"^

'"^' <»(• hrin.i.Mii- a petition C.r a (oininisMon in liiiiacy on her
'"'-''''''''

' '"'11' - ' ;
li:i\<' aiiMhin,'.' liiat von will at tlie

'ost of plea.Miiv. Well, tlicii, ,|,.ar i'hihi. take Mis ivvceljcnev
with your wiles: I uill iiclp y,,ii. it i- to mv inten-t lo do -"..

">(-. I slioiiid like to have iiini under a woman's inthience; lie

would never >lip lliroiiLdi my lin.L^crs tlieii. as he soinetiiiics
«ioes. and iiatnrall). f..r I .mlv kcp a liold on his e(kjnrnoii-
seiise. Iml uiiii a juvtly woman to help me, I should have him
<)ii his weak nde. and that is the Mirest. So let ii< hi. '^ !

rriend- as hefnrc. ami divide the credit tliat yon will L'ain."
-Mine. !,'ahoiirdiii heard this -iiiL^iilar profession of rasealilv
with the iitmn^^t a>toiii:-hm,.nt. '!'),,. l,aref;ice(| .-:imp]iclty
of tlie p.iliiical hn-iiicss t ransa.t ion |nit any idea of expres^'-
iii,ir siirin-isc .luile out of the .pi,.stion. She fell into the
t^iiaro.
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"Do \()ii think I lull I lia\r iiiiidi' ;iii\ iiiijirc-'.-iioii uuoii

iiiiii y .-III' iokiil.

"I kiH-u _\uu haw, I am ^iin- i^l' it."

"Is it tnif thai lialiuiinliir.- a|ij"iinltni'iit is si^Micd?"

"I |>>i' ill'- yv\\>>Y\ liif.iic liini iln- muriimj,'. Hut it is

iMitlii'v I" lit' tla' Iliad iif the division; lie must \n- Ma.-lur

'I' !>' (iiotf.'"

"V.s."

••\iT\ well, i_ni Ml ai,'aiii aiid tlirt with ll!> Kxicllcricy."

"Iiidcril." .-lie -aid. "I iic\( r rcallv kiicu vuii till ti iiiudit.

I'hcff i^ iiulliiiiu'' riiiiiiiiuii|ilai ! aliniit \.ii,.""

"And -11, wx- arc two old l'nciid>, ami tlicrc i- an end of

tender aii'> and iire-ome !o\e-iiiakin;c :
"•'•< niHier-iand things

,IS tllev ll.-ed lo do iiiid'T (lie l{.'g.'ne\ ; liii\ had plenty of
.-(•n,-(' ill tho>e da\>."

"\'nii are in li-ulli a gn-at man. I adiniiv \,,a." die -aid,

.-rnilin^' at liini a> .-he held out her hand. ••^.
ii -hall know

iliat a woiiiaii docs more for her friend ihaii (•<•: her
"

She left the sentence nnliiu.-hed and ueii.

"Dea."- little ihiiii:! |»e-. I,ii|i,aal\ I I 1
•.! in, r,. morse

over turning again-i y.w," ,-aid her com|ia;:i'.;. ;;. ji.- w,-itciied

her cross the ro'iiii to i he .Minister. " i'o-in.a-row evening
when von hand iiie a cup of tea, voti v. ill oH'im- inc .-.>iiie!hiii<f

I Ise which I shall iioi e.ire to take.- -'I'her'' i- ito more lo ho

-aid. All I when ;,oii come to vonr fo.aieih \ear, uomen lakt?

»oi! in ; it i- to.) late to hi- ioved.'

I)es Lii|)eau|\ also went hack to the drawmg-roiaii, >c:i;;ned

him.-elf in a mirror, and knew that he was a verv ii'ie t'.llow

for political fiurposcs. Ijiit unmistakahly -iiperaiiiniate(l for

ilie Court of Cytherea. .Mine. I'ahoiirdiii iiu'aiiwhile was
working up her clima.v; she meditated taking her departure,

and did her he-i to have a last pleasing iinpre--ion upon
every one |U'csent. Slie succeeded. .\n iinwonled cM'lama-
tion of "Channing woman I"" hroke from everv one a- -ooii

as she had gone, and tlie Minister went with her to tho

fartliest door.

"1 am ([uilc sure that you will think of me to-morrow,"

%
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it?

hv said. alliKliiiLT In l!ir noMiiiniti.,.).—"I am (juilc sati>li.(l
with our ar.|iiiMtJnn. noi niaitv lii-h nllicials have >iicli chanii-
'".- \^i\i-. lit adil.il. a- 111 caiiii' hack Im the rouiii.

""" }">! not ihiiik l!ial >\\v i.- incliiitM! [,. nicroacli a littler"
(Ii-^ Liipcaiilx lir-aii. lie .M.aiicd rallicr ].iii ,,iii.

Tlic Wdiiicn I'.M-haiiovil iiiraiiiii;: ;rhmccs; ihr rivalry \h-
twcrii ila- Srrr.;ar;,-(;,i!,Tal and \h' Mini-trr aiui!.-cd {Iw

.

And forlliwiiii thrv lic-an f \hn-r rliaianinir inwlifi,
ti(ais in uiii.h ili.' I'anHrmic (-,,,.1.. Tluy all Ih-i:,,;i' t.. la
al)(iiit .Mine. ilalMamlin : ihcv stirred up ilir Mini^.-r and il.

'^"l"'"i!^- "iir lady tii.Mi-h, Mnu: K'alxairdin lu.) studied.
^1"' ;iiiii('d t... inurli at wii: an..t!irr lic-an to roniparc tli.'

jrraccs (d' lb,. 1. a;r--..,,iHo wltii t!:,. niannrrs of perMms oi'

fiishion. (ritl( i-in;r »'olc>lin<' In iniplication : and i\v< Lu-
[H'anl.x dcl'cndrd iUr niir-tn-.:,- ami!. aid to liini. hnt Ids d,-
I'rncc \ a- (d' a hmd rv-crvid cMlu^ivcly in polite society for
abs(ait enemies.

"I'rav l)e fair io her. nu-daiiie-' Is it not an extraordinarv
thin- that an aiuiioneei "^ dan-ht-r ^lioidd he vi charnuii-':'
'i'on see whi I'e -]]< come- fr and u iaav >h<' ]<: and .^!ie wall

K') to the 'i'liilci-ic,. .-I,,, i. .•,iini..M- ill thai, ^he lohj me x).""

"And if ^he i,- an anciioheir"- danuiuer." -ml Mme. d"f:s-
pard, Miiilinir ovcr her word., -hou .-lionld that injure her
Inisiiand's priispec! -

!'""

"-\s time. arc. you nrican;-"" ad<ed the Minister", wife, purs-
iii,!,^ up her lips.

'.Madame." the Mini.ter said sternlv. turnin-r on the Mar-
• i'li^e. '-such lantiua^LTi' hrin-s on •e\olutions. ami. unfortu-
Tiatelv, the Con.t .pares i!o one. ^'ou would not helieve how
much the heedlcne-s of tlie upper cla..es di-:p]eases eertain
(dcar-^iditcd persons at the ChaSeau. If 1 were a irreat lord,
instead of a little [irovir.eial (d' -ood familv. set here, as it

would ,-cem. to do vour iiusine.s f.u' you. the Monarehv
shoid,! rc^t on a fiiancr iia^i-^ than it doe< at present. What
\m!1 he the end if I he throne cannot shed its hntre upon its

repre^intative.;- We are far in.leed from the tirne^ when the
Kin.ifs will eiDiohled a Louvois, ;i Co!l)ert, a Kiehelieu. a
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•Ifiiniiin, a Vill.Toy. nr ;i Sully. V,... SnUv in th.' h.'-inninu:
was iK.thin.ir UK, IV than I. 1 ..prak in llii> \Vav JMraiiM^wp ar"
nuumy: oui'mK,.,.. ainl 1 ^lHMil(| !„ Mnall in,!,',., I if 1 t(,(,k nf-
[ViU'e at ,-U(h trill, >. It ,,.-1,- uid, us aiul isot with ,,tluTS,
to make a <xfcat iiaiin' l\,v ourselves"

"^ou have the ai,]H,iiii ineiil. dear." said (','1,'stiiie, S(iii(>ezinK
iuT hiishaiurs haiuL -I I' n ha.l nut Ijceii fnr d,.,- Lupi^aulx"
i .ould have e\[,lani,'d your pnijcet t<> the .Mini>tcr: l)iil that
must he left till v.vw 'I'ur-ilay now, and y(,u will he Master
t)f Re(jiiests all the s(„,n,'r."

There is one (hiy in every \v,, man's lit'e in which she shines
in all her -rlory—a ihy that -];<• riaucinher.-. and l,,v.'> t,> re-
nieuiher. as lon^a; as she lives. As .Mm,". IJaheurdin undid
lier artfully adju.-ted ornaments one l,y on,', she went over
tliat evenin-,' airain, and reckon, mI it anion- tli,- ^dorious days
"f lier life. Ail her beauty ha, I Ihvu .j,'alon>ly note,!; the
Minister's wife ha,l ])aid her conijilimenls (.-li,'"\vas not ill-

pleased to jiraise the !;,v.comer at the ,v\p,'nse of her fri,'nds)
;

and inoro than all, sati.-li,-d vanity ha.l r,-d,.un,lcd t,) h,'r lius-
bau,l"s advanta^tre. Xavn r"s a.pp,,intmcnt had heen made!
"Did I 11, ,t look well to-nii:hi:-" she a>ked her husband,

as though tlu.Te uere any need t.j kindle his ailmiration.

At that very nioinent Mitral at 'lie Caf,' Th,Mnis saw the
hvo usurers come in. TJicir impa-sive faces gave no sign.

"Ifrnv are we getting on?" h,' a-ked, when thev sat down to
the table.

"Oh, well, as usual," >:u<] Cigiuinet, rubbing his hands;
"victory is on the side ,>f the fi'anes."

"That is so," remarked (iol)M',-k.

Mitral l,i>t no time. He took a cab and drove away with
the news. Th,' L'-am," of ho^toi' had b,rn long drawn out that
night at the .^aillards", hut vwry one had left exeept the Abbe
Oaudron. I'alh'ix had gone to bed; he was tired out.
"You will get tile appointment, nephew, and there is a

surprise in store for you."
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;isI<(mI Saillar'l.

"The Cni.-s!'" •v'r,\ Mitral.

"(1(1(1 i- wjih lii '-( thai care t'nr His altars!" c tnontpd

(iaiidri'M.

Aid tliii> \'.a;- ilir 7'r Ihimi ciiantcfl with cfinal joy in

I'll her caiDp.

X('\l (lav '.\a-; i'f'das. M. iJa'tdiinliii was to <:n 1o the

M ill i.-I If, I'lii- ii,' h (1 ilo:;r tlic V rk of tii" li< ad cf ll'.c division

( \.T .-I!] .' ilic la:i la !'>il!ardi(' r.' l'<M ill. (»" jImh' oceasioi;s

till' (Iffl.;- \\,-v:: iv:iiarkai:!y |ai:iilua!, llio i.lll. c-iiiosctifrcrs

VauI .ii- ;iMl ,;;''iiiiv;'. fnp oil -i;o!:;t ui'c day- t'l" (inir"S ai'o .all

III a liurfy. Why and v, hcrot'^c r .\i body kii' ws. Tluj

Uu'cc inc ,-oii:j"r> air.;rdini:Iy w. i-o ;;ll at ihoir po-t-;; they

llatlrivd tli«'ni-i'l\( > tliat l'''os (d' ^.aao ,-..ri v.o i:d cirn.' their

\\a_\. I'la' niiii irs (d' .M. llahoiirdiirs apiioiiiiiiiciil had hccii

sjn'oad aliroad oii ihc prcvioti- d.ay hy (h'> Ijijicaulx. So

I'lulc ,\iiloi!io ;ii;d l.aiirciit v..a-i' in full di'-- a! :>. i|uarli'r

to ciLdii whiai l!;c ."^ciTi'tarv's im -sciiir' r caiia' o\('r with a

Hole, a.-kii!;,' Aiitoiii'' to i:i\o if, in ]iri\ato, 1o ]\r. Dntoc([.

The St'crclary-(i('iu'rad had hidden him take it rotiiul to the

first (dcrk's house ;it se\(ai (mIocI;. ".Viid I don't know liow

it hap[)eiu'(l, old man, hut 1 >leMt (ai and on, and I am only

just awake now. He would e-ive iiu' an infernal hlowin.Lr up

if he knew that the note luul not <:o!ie to the private address;

'stead (d' uhieh 1 shall t( 11 him a-; how I took it to M. I)u-

toefjV'. H is .a irreaf ;-e(a'el. Daddy .\ntoiiie. I '"u't say any-

thing: to the (l(a-k>: or. my word, lie would turn me away.

I should lose my place if I said a word ahoiit it, he .said."

'"Why, what is there inside it?"

".VothinLT : for I looked into it, like this-—there I"

He [iressed open th(> folded .-heet. hut tluy ((luld only sco

while paper inside.

"'ro-(Iay IS a ,i:reat day for you, Laurent," continued the

Secretary".- iiie-xai^^'r. "You are i^'uni: to have a new direc-

tor. Tliev will retrench l)(>yond a douhl, and juit hoth di\i-

sions under one director; mes.^en,i:ers may look out I"

"^'e-I nine el( rks pensioned olT." >ai(l i)uto(^(|. coming up

at the momenl. "liow came you feiiuwi to kuow that?"'
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Aiiloinc liandcil over the Iciici-. |»iii,,c,| i,|ifMr(| ii, .irul

U-hcd hcjldlnli;,'- dnv.n Ihc >|;iin ;i..r !,, iUr S,-|v| ,i rv"> rdiMIIS.

Since the (i;iy n( M. ,|,^ 1,., | '.i 1 1,.| r,|HTe'> d,;illi. ||,',. Ital,,,!!!--

iiiis and I'.iiuduvrr^ Iiad ^ri[U<\ dov, ;i l.\ di-T.v.- mid thrir
'."iitcd uay.-^ and the ^/o/rr-f.n-iiirri- lial>it- of adinini<l I'a-

|\c I'outinc. 'i'luTf had l)rcn idciit' <d' -n-xiii at iir^t : i)iii

-ill accos of iiiiliistry n.-ually .-ct,, ,,, amnr.i^r ||.,, ,.|,.,-ks to
v.anN the end of the vcar, and the doorkeepers and iiie.v-en-

.:]> lieeoiiie more tmctiioiisly ol)se(|ui(.n-- about the >a!-.' time.
I'vervliody was imiietiial n( a ninriiin-. and more fare- miLdit
•-e si'i'n in the oiliee afti'r four o"e|oek : for the honii- at the
\e\v "lear is apt to depend upon the liual iinpre»ion hd'i on
'tie mind (d' your c-hief. Then rumor ,-aid that the hi \V\\-

;irdierc and der-vo, <livi>io::s v.cri' to he hrou^dit under one
•lead. Tile news had eau.-ed a lluiler in the department on
:he previous (hiy. The nnmher of eh.ik-- to he diMiii-.-ed was
:nown, hut no or,e knew their names a.- vei. It ua- [u-ettv

rtairi that I'oiivt woiihl not he replaced-- th.'V uoiild etfecl

III economy over his sahiry. ^'ounir la Dilhardier.' Iiad --one.

Two new supernumeraries wen comi;!'.r. a;!i! hoik, uri'e >oiis

••{ deputies—an appalling' ( vum-iroue. Tiii> tidini:- Iiad

irrived jusl as they were <,'oin-- av.a\. It .ii'uek i-rror into
\ery con.-cieiice. Am! >o for the ;i.--t half-hour. ;i- the
Icrks were dr()]ipin,Lr in, thuv wa.- talk round ahoui the

-!o\-es.

Des l.upeaulx was shaviiiir w he:i I)utoe(| apjieared ; he did
not put down his I'azor as he i^ave iJi,. derk a .Lrhmcc with the
.lir of a ^'eneral that iv-ues an order.

'"Are we hy ourselves?"

"^'es, sir."

"\'ery well, (io for Rahourdin ; walk ahead, and hold nn.
Vou mu^t have kept a coiiv of that list."

"Yes."

"///,/,• /,-,/—yoii understand. We must Iiave a general hue
111(1 try. Try to invent sometliinij; to raiso a (daiuor."

"I can have a caricature drawn, but 1 have not five hundred
:'nii;cs to pay for it."
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'"Will) will (jr.iw il Y'

"iiixioii.""

"' ^li^'ll 'I iIiiiii.siikI fnnic.- ;iii(l \\u' n-.-isIant's phn-r
Ulldcf CnilcVliii.'. ( ollcvillc Ulll (.illlr lo ;in Ulll liT.-l aildi II-

Willi him."

'iiiit he will lint li.'li(-\i' nil'."'

"V'Mi u.nil 1.. iMi\ nil' ii;. Ill il [HTJiiips:-' It is that or
nnthiiii:— (III vciii iiDilcrslaiul !'"

"If M. Haiiilnvcr i> (luvcidr. lie nii^rlit |i(i>>ili|v Jend tin.'

iiiKiicy
""

^i'^. I;c i> 'j:n\]\'j: !(i \,r d:r(Ml(.r. Leave me. and he (|iiiek

ilholll 11. l)oiri seem a- if y>\\ had heen to .-ee Iiie. (in dowi!
liv till' iiack >tairs.""

l>iitiici| went liaek tn the diliee, his lieart thfohhiiii; witii

joy. lie was wiiiHK'riii;: Imv, ;n rai.-e an oiiterv aii'aiiist hi-

(-Inef without eommittini: him.M'lt', when 15i\inu looked in

just to wi-h his friend- ih,. 1,'ahourdin.- e-,„„|-dav. Ilavini;

^iwii up his waii'er for lo-t. it plea-ed tliat pradieid joker
to |ioM' as \ hoimh he had uun.

iii.viof (iiiiiiiii'h-iiiij rill Hit, i/'s vmc). ••(ienlleineii, I pre-
sent m\ eoiiipjinients to you. and wi-li y.ai colleriiselv a ;:ood-

day. I appoint the eoiiiinL:- Sundav I'ui' the dinner at the
Jioi/nr ,lr Ci/u'ilr. I'.iit ,1 seriou.- dilemma presents it.self;

are tlie relirin,i,' clerk.- to come or not
''"

i'ii|i;i:i-. ^e-: even llio-e thai are pensioned otF.'"

l^iMoi. "it is all one to me-. 1 .-hall not have to pay for
it (;;riifni/ iiniiiziiiK'iil }. "i'/aiidoyer has lieeii appointed. 1

.-hoiild liive lo hear him ealliiiu'' Laurent at llii- moment."
{.l/(;//(r.s- Hituiluji, r.) •••Laurent, lock up my hair--hirt. and
my seourp' alone- with it

!'
" (ji.iils af hnii/lihr froiii lh<'

cli'rl.-s.) •'h'is ,/'(ihoi/riir il'nir! '{'here is sense in Colieville'.-

ana,i.'rains. for .\a\ier IJahourdiir- name makes O'lihtinl r< ra

hnn'iit.r r i, /;// rli'lif. you know. If my name happened to

lie •('iiarle.- .\.. hy the irraee of (Jdd l\in<r of l-'ranee and
.Navarre,' I .-liould (piake for fear lest my ana.m-ain mi_i,dir

come true likewise."

TiiLii,i.ti:u. "Oil, come now, you want lo make fun of it I"

m
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nixrni- (I, ni,//,;,>;/ in A /v /•„,,). /,' is-n >i-hi i'l ' (rl:-itii-

•''[ 'I'li'it i> ^">U I>:hM,v 'rimiilirr, fni- \,.u nn- imt -,,..,1-

'nkiii.i:. l.'ali.-iiMiliii i-; M'lidin-- in |ii> rrvii,Mi;ir ion in a J'nrv
ffciiu.-c I'.aiidiiycr i^ di m-inr."'

\'iMi:rx i,;,!,,:,,;/ ;,/). "Whiit vliiir: I Imw Ju^t l„vn rc-

;':iy\wj: AiUniii.. ilnriy ,,r fui'iy (nuu-. and \u' t'rll< \w that
M. iiud .Mnir. l.\iliMiirdin wciv al ilu- Mini-:|,>r'~ |>rivatc [.arlv
.1-1 iii-'ii. and Mopped ill! a i|naricr In twvlw. IIi> Kwd-
Vncy canic as I'ar ,18 i\n- stairs wiili Mnic Kah.uirdin. She
'.;is divini'ly dn-M>d, it sri.tns. lie i< dir.'cior in fact, ami no
•iii.-tako. h'iir,'', the conlideiitial cniiyin-Ticrk. >tn|)|«.(l lato
n liiii.^h Ih.' ivjiort sooner. 'I'hnv is no rn\-irry ahunt it now.
M. ('1(T-(..,| is retiring. Aficr thii-t\- \ear- n{ .-em ice. it is no
di-u-racc. M. Cochin, who i- \\cll-tn-do "

liixiur. "He makes eochincal {ror/,riilllr)
. according-- to

•'ollcvilh'."

Vi.Mi;r\. "Why, he is in tlie (oehineal trad. : he is a
|>artnor in Matifat's hn.-ine- in tho IJi-,. do, Lonihards.
Well, hi' is lo i.'-o. ami I'oircl i- to iro. Xohodv eUe i> coniinj,'

"11 iiisl.'aiL 'I'hat imich is [losiiivc. \o i,i,,,-e is known. .M.

Iialtonrdin's .-iiipointnient came this inorninir. 'I'hrv aro
'ifraid I'f inirii^iies."

liixioi'. "Wdiat sort of intriLrnc-!'"

Fi.Kiiiv. ••r>audoyer. I)ei:a.l ! Tlie (dcrieahs arc hackin.i?
him np. There is soincthin<,^ new here in the l.ihcral paper;
:! is <iidy a couph' of lines hut it is funny"

—

(rr,i,!.<)—'"In
ihe fni/ir of the Italiens ye.-lcrday there was sotne talk of M.
de CliatcauhriandVs return to oHicc. This helief wa.- founded
iip'ui the appointment r,f M. IJalionrdin to fill the nost orij,'-

mally intended for M. Haudoyer— M. Rai)ourdin hci'n.ir a pro-
tcL'-c of the X'icoiiite's friends. Th<' clerical pariv would
never liave withdfawn except io make a com]>r()mise witli the
,-reat man of letters." Scum of the earth!"

DfToct; (voincs in after listniiiuj ouL'<i(lf). '-Scum I Who?
Ifahoiirdin. Then you liave heai'd the news?"

FiJ-fKV (rulliiuj III. ci/es fiercely). "Hahourdiii !—scum !
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lliur you tiikfii Icavr I'l' yniir wits, Dutuciir And do vui
want a Imllfl I'm- lialla.-t in ynnr inain.-!'""

1)L•T(>(^^ "i (liil nut ,-ay a unrd against M. Ilaboiirdin
;

only jn.-t now, mit in \hv courl \ard, it was told .no as a seen t

that he hail hccn inrdfniiiig against a good many of the stair,

and had given notes; in short, I was told that ne had sent in

a re])ort of iIh' deiiarlnic^iits, and we are all done for; that is

why he is in lavur
""

I'liKi.i.K'N {sl,oiil.-<). "M. Kalioiinlin is ineapahie "

ilixiin "Hcic IS a nice state of things! I say, Dutoeq?''
{'riiijl r.n/ii/ii;/i' II irurd or (iro, mul i/o uitl into the corridor.)

iiixiDi'. "Whal e\iT(an have h.ijipencd i'""

Hi rnii^ '"lio \uii r.imnilii r she carieature?"
iiiMiM . ••'i'l .- : wiiat ahont it r"

1)1 TO( IP. -hraw ii. and you will he chief clerk's assistant,

and ymi will get son:ei!nng handsome he.-ides. ^ nu .-ee, niv

dear fellow, dis-eiL-imi lias been sown in the n|i|)er regions.
'The Minister is plnlged to IJabourdin: hiii if he dues not

aii|HMiil liauiJnuT, he will gel into troiilile with the clergy.

l)on"i Villi knou r The King, the l)aii|iliiii. the 1 )aiiphiness,

the (icand .\lnionry, the whole CniiM. in fact, are for iJau-

doyer; the .Minister \\anl> liahDiiriJin."'

JilXlOU. '•(Jiinil!

DL'Tocy. "'i'lie .Minister has hegiin tf) see that he must
give way. hut he niu.~l get ipiit of the diflieiiliy hefoiv he can
go over. He wants a reasun for ridding himself of Rabour-
din. So somebody has um artbed an old ri'pnrt that he made
with a view to refurniing the service, and Mdiie of it i> gettiii"-

about. That i> how 1 try to explain the thing to myself, at

least. Do the drawing; you come on in a match played
among great folk: you will do a si^rvice to the Minister, the
Court, and all concerned, and you get your step. Do you
understaiul ?

J5i\i(>l'. "J do not tmderstand how you can know all this,

or whether you are .just making it U])."

I)lToc^^ ••Would you like me to show yon your para-
graph :''
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BlXIOlT. ''Vr^."

1)1 TocQ. "\rrv wvll. conic ruiind to in.v place, for I want
: ' put the report 111 .-uiv haiid^."'

i'.iM.n-. -(m. I,_v _voiir-cl|- {./ors luirlr l„ ihr l!,thi,urdins)

.

I'cnj.lc iirc iiilkiii^^ of iiothiii- hut ilii> ncu.~ that Duloccj has
r>nv^\\{: upon my honor. M. Ifahoiinlin's noics on ilie men
:at lie meant to reform out of tlie >er\i(c can't liave heeii
- ry eomplinieniary. Tlial is the .-ecret of his promotion.
\oihin- a>tonishes us in t!,e>e days" (slnkrs an allUudr.
:: hr 'J'li/iiiil ).

" llhistrions hi'ads liave fallen liefore voiir eyes.
Ami yet, oh senseless men I ye show .-nrjui.-i'

•- if somehody point- out a rca>on of thi- >ort when a man
I- inti> fa\or: Our i;aiido\cr is too stupid to make his way

.
such methods. Accept my coii--ratulation.-, gentlemen',

-ii are under an illustrioii.- chief (-/(/cv).

r<)ii;!;r. "I -hall rci iiv fivm the >cr\ ice without under-
-•aiidiiig a sin-,de thin,:,' that that >,'entlemaii has sai<l since

•' came here. What does he mean with his falliiii,^ heads?"
l-'i.i;il!V. "The four ser-eants of La Ifochelle, e^ad ! IJer-

i"U. Niy, C'aroii. the hrothers i-'aiicher. and all the nia--acres."'
I'liKi.i.Ktx. •lie says risky tliin,>:,- in a tlippant manner."
i-|.i:i i;v. '-Why don't y.ui say at once that he lies: that lie

:ulhu^^syou; that truth turns to rmlri/ris in hi.- throat r"
I'ui'i.i.iuN-. "Your remarks transnjress the limits of polite-

I'icss and the eon-ideralion< due to a c()lleai,ri|,.y

\ lMi;fx. "It seems to me that if what he .-avs is fal.se,

•ich remarks are called slander and defamation of character,
'hI the n.c". who utters them deserves a llor.sewhlJ)pim^"
Fi.KrijY (ira.riiu; invthfiil). ''.\nd if a frovernnieiit oHice

'ere a public place, it would he an indittahle offence, and go
-iraight to a court of law."

I'llKLi.iox (nN.rions to uruid a i/imrrr!, ciidcur'irs tn vlmnije
'':i" subject). "Calm yoursi-lve-, genth'inen. i am at work
lipon a little tr^ati-se on moralilv, and have just come to the
,,,ul— •'
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l-i.i:ii!V (iiil, rnti>t'nni). •\\li;it ,|M_\,,n .^v Im n. M. I'lit

WowY'

ril);MI(>V (frhliiH/ fill, ml). "(,>/!, <! lull.' \\'\\:l\ i~ t:

-nlll lit' lIKIll ?

• Wiisir, r.-~.\ sjiirilual oil,-!;,,,,,, uhidi tl'iiik- ;iii(l re
-oils.

Tim ri.i.ii.i;. "A -|,irii n.il Mih-faiicc ! Vmi ini^rht ;,s wr
Siiy ;ill cthi rr;|l lil.irk 'if -Iu|||.."

I'oilM.T. •-.111-! \,-\ hiin l:'.. n\\
""

PlIlJ.i.luN (,<,/,//„//,.s). u_ ••When, V (oiric^ the soul

made ii >ini|iic ami iiidis i~il,|,.. ,u!iH.|ii..|it 1\ it:, d^'.-tnict
llililV l- l!!l-li|lr, l\;[l,',-. ,[[,,\ ||,. ||,.|^ ^||j,|

'"

I'olK'KT (/h irihirrni). ••(,',,,1 ''

Plli:i,i.ii)\. "^ ,.,. iiK'i-inir. Ii'aditidii >avs -n."
Fi.i:i i;v ( /,, /',,;/•, /). •i»Mirt y,,u iiitriTiipt !'

I'iii:i.i,i,)\ {r.^u,:n<). • ha- Slid that llmvatcd it in
iiKirlai. uhirh i.h:iii, that il will iH.\cr ,\u'.

"
'{>
—

'I'd uliat end dill's till' -mil i'\i-ty

''.I.^Tii iom!|iiv!i,.|m]. to will, ami Im ivin.Miihfr ; it con
]iri-^c> till' ll!i<lrI-,l;i!l(linL:-. Ihr will, and thr III.'IIK.IT.

"'(J.
— 'I'm wh.ii cud havi' wc 11 iidiT-tamliiin' y

"VI.—That \\v may kiidw. 'I'h,. timlmv-tandim: is tho ev
Iff the sdiil."

"

l-'i.i:i I."!. And tile -md is the fVCMf uhat'""
I'liKi.i.ioN (rnNlliiiini,/). " 7,;.—Wlia t js I lir uiidiTstand

in^f !)()iind to kimw 'f

" .l.--Thc tnilh.

"
(J.—Why has man a will?

".T— 111 ordri' that !ic mav love irood and cscliew evil
"'(A—What is trnud:-

-!•
—

'I'll'' sdiircc III' man's ha|i[iin('ss." "

\ iMKfx. "And arc von writinir thi- for voun;r ladio*:;?"
T'llKl.l.iON-. "V..S- (.„;,//;/,,,.). • 7.>.—How iiuuiv kind:

of <rood art' there?"
'"

I-l.i;i i;v. ••Thi- is prodiLriouslv itiifirojier
!"'

PilKi.i.ioN {indiijunntlij). -Oh ! niusieur" (roolin;/ down)

m ma



'J'lii; <:<)\i:i;.\\!i:.\ r ci i:i;ks ;!.-;•.

II'TI' is tllr ,11I-V,rr. ;ilixl, ,A. I i ,.| \ ,
• c,!,,, (n if- (,.,wJ,v)—

.I.—TllrlV illV !U,. kl!,,l,- ..( -.mmI— trlliporill .^uud aiul ctlT-

l'"ii;i.r (//;/// ,; run!, .,./,hi,.N. mini Ir,nun ,) . •And will
li' !< !'! a -rr;ii ~,i|,. f,,i- /,,///•

'"'•'i'"'^- ' SMitiiivt,,l;:,j, .,,. I, ,.,;..,- a |,,i .,r„„-i)tal
•xciviM. t(, k(v|. np a >_vM.i;i ..f ,,ii,.-i i,,ii. ;ii|,l ;n,-u,.r-; that
^*as uliy I a.-kud ynn lo ailuu- i,,- i,, ihmk. I'or llic j 111-

-ucr,-

ili'Ui-ii."

I'"ii;i:r. -l- n a piin:-"

.''"'"•'"•'•• ""V'-.-. 'I'hrv nil! M-ll III,, -aininon without
-piiiacii.""

''"'•'•'I"^- •' \^a> \crv Wrn'i;;-. I|p!.,,I, nf liir (,, int.T-
'llpt Vnii.- {/lir.'s In ,inn,„.i Ills j>,!sl,i,n,',,! ,,is.s.-fu IdtH-
-'//'.) Hill ihi'v ha\i' I'ui'-MiirM M. j;,;!,;,i!iiiri.""

MiMuwIiilc a >ri-,\,' ihai tuuk |,!ac.' Iirtwrn ih,. MiniMcr
111(1 (ir> Luj.caillx (jc.'ldni l,'al),,iir(l,ir,-. \':.K Tir >.mIV! a rv-
''•ncral v.viii !,. liud iu~ c-liicf in hi. mh.K i,, f,,. I,ivakl'a>t.

^oiir IImcIIcmi V i- noi ]ii:i\ inu' aljM\, l,,,,-!;,: ,,;;!: in-,"" h,.

'''^:''"- »•''!' li'' ha<l niau.' miiv that la i'.ri.Tr ...iiid hrar
lHlthilll.^

'lli'iv. '-A- i- Moin-- i.» .|iianvl with inc." ihM!i::!i; ili,- Min-
i-liT. •|)cc,Mi-c hi.- iiiiMn-- ilin,,! \'. ji!, hm- \.-iifda\ .'" Ahaid
he said. ••! i\n\ :;,,| ihink- thai y.iii wciv .-u.li a hn\', mv drar
Iriciid."

•Friend, npi-at.-d the Sr(ivtarv-( Lncpal : "I >hall ^ouii
.iiiiw ahmit that.""

'I'lii' Miiii>tiT iunkrd haiiLihtilv at dr- iaiii, aulx.

\\i' aiv by oiii'-chi-. .-<. w can ha\c an c\|H.!Mai imi. Tlu'
deputy for the district in \\liich mv ,'>iatc id' i\r^ i.upeaiilx
is situated -"

••'J'lien it really is an e.-taler" laii-hed the Mini-^ler, to hide
lis surprise.

"Kuhir^^ed by purchaM-.- to the extent cd" (wo hiindfed thou-
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Kiiii! I'l.tiK
-." (!(•- I, ii|ii;iul\ milled ( ^in 1,-^|\. ••Vipii knew li'Ti

(lii\> .1-1) lli:il ihr (li'|Mil\ u;i- -..in- [n n -,-u In.. ,,.;it. ami \nii

said !ln!!il||-' !) Ill" w.(| u, iv 1,1. i I. mi;,, I i,i ,|.| -,, ; -lill. \,,il

knew \' rv udl iliat il i.- my u i-!i |.> ~:i i,ii []„ (
',.|i! it lirticlii-.

I'll! Mill imt ilniik thai I iiii;,'lii I'lrnu in in\ hii \;iili ihi'

tlniliii .-iiri'-. llii' [larlv llial will i ai \.mi ii|i. Mniiar Iiv ami
iill.

! I' ili'\ .-iiv aliiiuid III rri-niit ail llir aMr men ili.it vmi
.'^iii.'lil ? I).. \.iii ma Kiiiiu thai iIhtv aiv uul iiinr" t!:;in lirtv ur

siM\ ilaii-ii.iii- lii'ad- ai a liiin' i:i a naln.n. ami lliai in llio-i>

lil'l\ ur -:\l\ ihf iimi'IKtI i> uii a |.'\i'l v.iili llii' aiiiliil imi r

'i'lii' V. Ii'.lr all 111' _rii\('rnim'nt (ui:-!-!- in limlniL,' out tlin-i'

ti<''i'i-. -" i!i;il V" ' !> ''"> lii''iii •" ' lil lli'iii i.ir. 1 iIm iiui

k\u>\\ uhi'ihiT I |: \r laicni, Iml I !ia\i' ainliil inn ; ami Mm
iiiaki' ;i liiiimlir ul-i n \,,ii (],, nui nmir |.i an nniji r-landin-
"illi a man vrlio mran- nnlliiiiL'' Iml mi-.d in v.iii. 'I'jn. cim-
nalMiM i|.i//lcd \,ai I'm;- ,i iin niilc. Iml \\\\;t\ i'lilinu-;-' 'J'hcuar
<>r uiiiii- a:;d armiinciii - will ln-in a,:,Min am! LTrmv iiioit

acrmii.iiiiiu-. Wi^li. :-i, \';,v a- vmi arc mmrrmd. vmi dun'!

fiii'l im' Ml till' Lift Crnliv. luli.M' mi'l \n<\;- |iM-|Vrt l!a>

li:"l 'imiidi-iilial iii.Mrm I ;i.;i,- nu d.ml.l. Imt. in ^pili' of lii<

iiiammuiv-. I am >urc nf .i majnriiy. ll i- limr thai ui-

'^iiiir III a llmrnn-ii nmii'i-iamliiiLr. Sumct imi',« jii'iijilc an'
l"'ll'r fimaid- afli r a little -'/// ,h' ./,ini'f<: I -hall hi a

<'<>iinl. ami the <,iMiid Cr.-^ .-f ila' i..'-inn will ii i
1,.. nd'n-nl

al'tiT mv MTMii-; Imt I in-i-i n.ii -u miii!i nn (hoc tu.i

pi. ml- a.~ n|i;in ,a lliird wlm h \mir iiiihi.'iK ,• lan ihiiilc. Vmi
lia\c ma \il a|i|)(iinl,'il K'ai.miidin : I have had Mi'ws llns

iniirn,.'!-: ymi 'm1I -Im' -via imI ,-aI ; -^1, ; i.in hv uuiuinaling
ilamli.viT "

" Hiiiiii'.i/rr'" cMdaimid tin' M ini:-!m- : •vmi kirnw liiin I"

''i't^.'" .-.aid iir> laiiii'aiil\ ; "h;;l v. la e, h,. -^.^sr- [u-onf of his

inrmiilHii inc. Mill iiin Lict rid of him hv a-lviim' lii~ palnnis
!«' lake hiin into their ciiiploy. 'I'limi vmi will have an iiii-

l"""l'i'it
i'<'-!

in your -il'l. and iliat may I'ai-ilitatc a coiiipro-

ini-c Willi >iimr amhit inns man.""
"1 li,i\i- LMvcii my word to IJahoiirdin I""

'^i>, hill I do not ask you to chan;;!' Mnir mind at once.

If n
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I know Ihal il i- il,i;i-rr<ui. to .siv '^
<

>' mnl 'Ni.' ,,ii [\,.- siinc
'l'l>- ^\'l'". •Ill^l >''! i^'ll -l-ll tlic ,|,|\ ,,ri, r l,.-|i|nl|.iv\. UVII,
•'I '^^" ''•'>- lllll'' ,»Mll SmII mv |1|;i| il ]- |||1|,.|.-mI)|c \., k.M|,

l''.il'"iir.|in; ah;| LomIl'.-. Ik- uiII liu^c .-cnl iii in- iv.Mj,Miiiti(iii,

iiiin|i :iiii| |il,nii."

'Iic>i;jnali()ii ?"

••vviu-y

"lie lia- l,fiii at Wink for m»iiic pnwrr nnkiiMuii, [(hniii^'
'lie >|i\ .111 a iai-- M-alc all 1 hrdi-li tlir .!>|.arl innii -. Tin^
^^'^ l'"iiial "HI ii\ iiccidiiii ; Il ||;|, ^r,a ,il„,iit, a,,,] ill,, clrrks
aiv rurioii>. fur mmv"- -ai... ,!., ma u,.rk uilli limi tu-dax ;

ll'l lllr liii.l an r\, ll-r. (,,) lu lilr Kill-, I ajll .MIIV you will
iiiid ihal (<riaiii jMi-ai,- uill Iw |,'ra-iMl i,y \,air coiic's.-idii

a-^ I" l!aiiiln\ri-, aihl \oii uill -vi .m ilnn-^ in cxcliaii;,'!'.

Ill''): wai Will >livi!-llirii \, .{'.] piiHllnii l.ihT un 1)V i,^rltili;,J

'i'l "I' III.' fniil, >;x'inir liial 111- ha- lnvii I'uit.'iI iqiuii vnii, as
'iiif nia\' ,-av.""

'What made urn < liaii,t:r your miml about liabounliii in
I his wa\ y
"Wouhl wHi a->i-t M. (Ir Chali'auhriaiiil to writ,' an article

airaiii-i the Com iiiiii.Mit : Well, ihi- j- how liahoiinliii treats
nie in hi> rc|MUl."' -aid d^- Luprauh.. liaiMlini: hi- n.ite to tin'

.Mini>ter. "11. 1- ivoi'^aniziiii:' tii.' whole -y-iem. no doubt,
l'"i' ibe beii.'lil of a i-oiii'. ilerati..M which ue .!.) n.it know. I

-hall k.'e|) on fi-je'idly |.'riii> with hini, -o a- t.. wateh over
hini. I think 1 will do -oni.' ^r./al -.rviee |.) th.' <io\^'riinieiit,

-o a.- t.i reach the peiTa-.- a luvra-,- i- jh,. ,,.ic thin;: that 1

eare ab.)iii. I d.. not want oliic.', nor anytliin^^ cIm' that can
ero>s your path. I am aiinin^LT at the [..'era-v ; tlaai 1 >hall be
in a j)o>itioii t;) marry som.' banker's daii-hter with two
humlred thou^aml li\iv- a y.ar. S.) Ivt m,. d,, v.>u some
.i,M'eat M.'rvice. so that the Kin^- can .-ay thai I havi' saved the
throne. This Ion- time pa,-t i lanv >ai.l, -Liln'ralism no
loii-i'r meet- u- in the li.ld ; Iabelali^m li.is ^^iven up con-
.-piracy, the ( 'arb.inari. ami viol. ail m. tho.!-:" it is undermin-
ing us and prepariii- to ^ay once for all, Mjet tlice lieiice that



i
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' '"•'>• '''-' i''^ I'i'"'
'

l»" .\"ii il'iiik ih.ii I ,,;iv (.>nrt tu a
'''''".""'''"'- "''' I'"'- «'^ |>i..iMin.:- \,,; I I,.,. I iiirnriti.Mi.m'
''^" ''"' '"-''•'> ll" I-' II'' 1^^" Ihiiii:^ ii„. ;i,|j,,iirniii,i,i ,,r H,,.

"""""•'"""' .111,1 \Miil- >//,,,/, .-.llj.pnri Ml IIU rl.',!,,,,,. At
""' ''"' "'' ''"• -'--i'"i \'M. ^IkiII ^,.. \Uic1!ht 1 i,;i\,. nut paid
ln\ ilrl.t V, iili iiitnv-i."

'•'"'• 'ill an-u, r ih,. Mini. I, ,• han,],,! ,,\,a' ilir iv|M,rt.

"^"''
' ^^'11 ''11 l'''il 'Iiii ilia! \.Mi [M.MjM.ii,. 1,1,11 till

Saturilav."

''''" ^liiH-'ri- ,in,i,|,,|. In a f.u iinniih.^ th,- mr^M'W^ry
'''"' ''"--''I III' IhiiMiii- ami inlu, iiir,| l.'al„,iiidiii lliat"li.'
""''' .-" '" ll"' Mini-lcr (,ii .Saiiirila\

; f-.r iljal ilim i],..

*'''""'"' ^'""I'l !" 'ii-.i-v,| uiili |.rtii„,!i-, and ilir Mnii-irr
^^"iil'l li^iv llii' uiml,. ,|a_v al IiImtI\.

.M''iiiiulii|,. Saillard u.iii ,,ti lii-, rrraiid lo ili,. MmishT'-:
^^''''' ""' -lii'!"'l ill In- -!...( h. In ulii, li i!„. |a,h n^plir,]
''"'' 'l',uinl\. Iliai di.. ,„;,a- i.,r.MI,,| m Sia!,. aHair-, and
''"'""''•-• -!" I''"l l"'ir'l lli^ii i;a!...iiidin \ia- appMini,.,!. Sail-
'"''1 I" •il'ii'iii \*''i'l I'i' t" r.and..wr'.. ..ilicv. and llinv r,,iiiid

I'utocn. ( Idilard. and I'.ix lull ill a -laic id' i'\a-pciMiiiiii wiiit'h
word, tail I., dr-, ril„ : t'-r ihrv unv icidin- ihr n,u-li draft
of lialidUfdin'- li iiiIpIc rf[i,ii1.

^

liiMoi {jn,int;„,, In „ j„is^„,/, ). -11, Tc vuu arc. Sailliird:
•Saii.i.m;!.. ('adiirr> t,, !„ -i,|,inv,~..,.d i Imiu-laMii. 'I'h,. d,..

I''"'"'"'"^ -liniild k,,.|, aciunnl.- cinvnt uiih ihr 'I'lva^-
'•"'.^. ^•I'll^ird i- u,.ll-tn-dn. and du,., ,|,,t n,...d a pm-
•''""• \\""''i .^"11 l'l^' I" -"' V'lir M,!i-iiidau :'• (/,,r„v ,,,-;•

//"' Av//-.) -ll..,-,. h,. ,.: i!\iiM,M:,i._ri|,,|y iiUM,n,iM.t,.nl
l)i.-nii>. uiiiiniit iMiiMnn: hr i, uvll-l„-du.- And uur IVimd
(iddard {hn-n^ „rrr miull,.,- Imf). ••

'( wm. \i;i,.- - 1 )iMiii>>.
I'cn-nin nnr-ihird nf piv^ail ^ala^.• In .Imn. w,. aiv all
'"'''• "'•'•' •I'll 1—'An iirli-t f. !.• .anplnved at tlir Oprra.
thr Mcnu-lMaisii-,. or ih,. .Mu.,.nni. with ii .a^arv fmni thr
^ivii I.i,-t. I'liniv ,,]• alalitv, not \,.rv .tca!>. im i,,ahlc of
''l'l'li''itH.n. a rr>i!,..- di>p„.-iiiMn.- ui, '

I

'

xmII .jivi- voii
I'lKui;:!! i.r ihr arii>t.'"

Saii.i.ai;i.. -Ca-hnTs to h,. mi

thf man i> a nion-lLT I'

iipprej^sfd r . . . Why,
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Till: <;o\ i:i;\\ii;.N i < i.i;i!k.s :r.7

'*'^_"" 'I'll li.i- I"' !' -.l\ ,iImmi| inir tll\-|.-rhili. |)rs-
!M\«;'" [Tiini.-s tin l.^if ,n,.l r.,i,l^.) •• i t|;-i;..i ^. - .\ daii-
''''"1- 'll'lll. Ill lll-il li-' IimI,!- .|lli\i i-i\.- |.niMi|,|,.- lliMl (•;i|lllnt

!' .-Iiaki n. A- ;i .-Mil ,,r .1 III, nil,,. r ,,|- ||,,, (
,,n\,.nti,in he miI-

liin> Ih.il lli-lltllli.,11
; lir ||i;i\ i„,,,|il.' ,1 iMTIlii lull- puli-

iici.-t.'

I'>\| |H)^ i.i;. --A ,1, t,., lis,. I, ,„,, „, ,.|,,\,.r."

''"'i'\i;i'. "I -liai! L'u ;il (III,,' |., ill,. S,Mrri;irv-(;riiriMl aii'l

''"'-''• ' '"iii|ihiiiit in fnrin. IT ili.ii iimii ,.> nuiininitr,]. ut-

"ii^'lil .ill lu r, -i-ii III A l),„lv."

"i I'"".'- l.iMiii. .L'l'iiil, iih'M : 111 II- I,,. j,ni,i,.iii. If \,,„

''•\"ll .-11 "ii'v. w,- >li,,iil,i |„ ,i,-, iiM-,| ,,r |„i-,,|,,i: III,, In,.- ,"iimI

I li'-MT I'.ir ivMii-c. N,,. 1,1 !|,,. rniii,,,- -p,, ,,1
•

.,,,,1 ^^||,.„

ilif uliitlc -ci'Mrc n-,- in |ir,ilr>t, \oiir pnn imiIhiu- uiII inert
\\\\\\ ;/cliiT;il >ll|,|i,,rl."

'''!'"'"'<
• '"i'lii,,,,! \\<,vl~ mi th,. [,i-in, ipli - <,f ih,. -iiblim,,

lin<>IIli > ,::r,jl ,,/•/,/ ill l;.i~:;ii,,, whnli |(n>\f- tluil the l||i;.'litv

"""!'"-'' '^ 'I |>i'lill,> lil;i!i. Till- -,,.||i- 1,, III,. |,, 1„. f;,,,. .,|,,'|

'•''•i-'"i'i''l''- I tiiink III' Ir.iMii- iii\ ,,inl ,,11 M. Iliilinunlui in-

inurr,.\\ iihU-iiiiiL; ; 1 .-lull lui\,. t|,u, n.iinc ,11- r;r.,.,| ii|„,n it,

•iii'i till' mil'.- iinilfriHMtli : i'.i\ioi.— NKi \,.|\ -t,.||,|\. in-
i.i|iiilil>' III' a|i|ilicii! i,ii!, ri -li,.-- ,li-|),,-it i,,!i.'

"

<inl)Al;|). "A L""'",,! 1,1, .^1. i;. Ill I, 111,;!. |,i| u- ;i|| h.ive i.tir

ranis iirniiiMJ, innl IJ.il, ,|ii,. .||;,|| ji.i^,. ij,,.,,, t,,-tn,,r"f)\v

ll|nrilillL,r."

i'>.\i nnvi:i(. "M. |;iM..ii. uill von iinihTiakr ilu-,. Iitijr

ilflaiU, ami .-ec inai ilic plali'- aiv il,-| r,.\rii .ifi,.r ;i sin:,'lt'

lai'il has lii'i'ii |iriiit('i| rruni caili;"

l)iTi>C(,i (/'//,/,,/ /;,,,/.,// ,/>•(,/,' I. ••\\V11, will \,,ii ilrau that
I'ai'icatiin' imw ;-

'

HlXKH. "I -,•(. niy dear iVlhiW, that yn;i havr Imtm in the
-((•ret fur Icii (la\-."' { L-„,l,:< him full in I/,,' jinr.) "Am
I i^'ijii:: til I),, chicl' ( li-rkV a>s!stant i-"

DiTdr.^). "V,.-. iij„,ii 111'. u,,id nf hniior, and n thousand
franc- in-idi-. a- i I, .Id \oii. Von ij., not know what a nir-
vicc yon are iloiiii: to iiow.rrnl inTsonagfs."

Hixior. "1)0 vou know them';'"
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niTOCQ. "YlS."

Hixiou. "Very v.cll. tlicii, 1 \\;iiit In >])>-.\k willi tlicrii."

J)rr()C'(j {(Iril/i). "\h> ihc inrii.-ilun' ov let it iilnin'; you

will lie chief clii'k".-- a>>ist;int. ny ynii will nut."

HlxloL'. •Well, liici!. 1(1 11.- -('(' llin-c t li(iii>;ini] francs.

DiTocc^ "^'(111 shall ha\c them .:,:;aiiisl the i] rawing'."

l)i\i(M". "(io ahead I The caricalui'f .-ha!! i:<> the rimiiu

of tiic otlicn's to-iiKiri'du. So let Ur make fnol- of ihe Kahuui'-

diiisl" (Td SiuHiiril. (Im/iinl. iiinl IhmJiiiii r. irlm .ire coii-

firniiij ill ivlti.^jirr.<.) "Wf are iiuiiiu- to set our iK'i.aiil)()r.-

iii a rei'iiieiil. " ((jais mil trilh Diilni^j. mnl crnssis arrr hi

Iiiihiiunlin's uljicv. A I si'/hl nf him, /•/•uri/ miil I'liuUlor

ghtiir signs of excilihtrut.) "Well. ire:itleiiieii, what is the

matter':' All that I told yon ja-t now i,- so true that you may
liave ocuhif (leiMoiistfatioii at this niomc;;! of the most shame-

ful delation, do to the oiliee of tlie virtuoas, lioiiot. esti-

mahle. Uju-i.uht. and jfious IJaudeVi-i'; he is 'incompetent,"

at any i-ate. in such a business as this! Your chief has in-

vented a sort of -iiilh^tine for cleiw-. that I> ( ertain. (io and
look at it. follow the croud, tlai'i' is noihi:);:' to pay if you are

not satisJied, yoii >lia!l ha\e the full heni'iit of your mi>for-

tune r/n/Z/.s. W'iiat i- more, the ai.poiiaie.ci.t - have hern posi-

poiied. The ollices are in an uproar; aiid Ifahourdin has

just heard that he is not to work with ihi- .Mini.-ter to-day.

—

Just j:o I"

I'hellioii and I'oiret stayeil l;ehiiid. I'hellion was too much
atiached to iiahoiinlin to u'o in seardi i.' jn'oof that mi,i;iu

injure a nuin whom he had no wish to ju'i;_e, and I'oiret wa-

to retire in five days" tii:ie. Just at that moment Seiiastic:!

came down stairs to collect >onie paper.- to Ih' included with

the documents for siL'i'.ainre. lie wa- '^uliiciently astonished

to find till' oliice empty, hut hi' showed no si^rn of -urprise.

I'lli;i.l.lo\ (risinij In liis ferl. ,i rurr rrrnt). ".My youn,u'

friend, do you know what i- :;oinir on? what rumoi's ari' cur-

reiii V. iih re>pecl to ^losieur Ifahourdin. to whom you are at-

tached: for ul'.om"" (lijirrriini Ium rnirr fur S'lrisl icii's ear).

"for \>lioin mv all'eetioii is as yreat as mv esteem':' It is said

-4L,^
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that he has Itccii so iin|iriiil(iit a- to haw a report of the

clerks lyi'iLT about -omcwhrrc '"
(shijis smhli iih/ sharl. fur

Scbtislifii turns ,is ji.i'r lis (I irliiti /'/^r
. It, I, I sinks inhi a iliair.

I'IhIIioii is ithli'iiJ I'l liii/il liiiii in iiis hills, nJtir nrms.) "I'lit,

a key dnwu his ' nk : Mrsiiiir I'niivi ! have you a kev r"

I'oiliKT. "I al.vays carry n.\ .loor key." {OhI I'uirrI,

jiniKir. jiiislii's /lis i.-i ij •Inini .'^rlmsliin's ciiUnr; I'lirl/iitn

hruii/S it i/liiss of Cnlil irnh r. 'I'lir jiuur hull djii'iis his ri/is.

null/ In sluil II tnrrriif i,f Imrs; hr ,'ni/s iiis lirnd uii I'lnUiun's

ill sir, jliiKjs liiiiisr/f dijiru ill II h'liji ns if slrickcii liif lii/lil-

iiiin/. iiiiil sobs ill sitili n lirnrlri niliinj fnsliion, iritli siirji a

iji'miiiic oiitjiniiriiui i/f i/rirf. Ilml I'nirrl. for the first Hmr in

Ins lifi'. Is tijiirhi'il irllh (hr snrrmr nf n fcUiiir-rrinlnn.)

l'iii;i.i.i()\ {rait<iiii/ his min). "('oiiie. coine, mv vouiil,'

t'rieiid I bear up I One must liave eourau'-e in a ;;i-eai erisis!

Vou are a man. What is t!ie matter? What is there to up-
.-et you so in this alTairr it is out of all reason."'

Si;iiASTii;\ (lhr,,ii;/h his sobs). "7 have mined M. I{a-

hourdin! I h-ft the paper about : i had bei ji (•(ipviii;,^ it; I

havii ruineil my benefactor. This v, ill kill me I Sueli ;i great
man! A man that mi-ht have licen a Minister I"

1'oiI!i:t (biniriinj his inisr). •'rheii he really made the

rejjort
?""

Skmastiicv (thrniiijh his snhs). "I'.u! it \va- for

TluTe I I am telling ids secrets now I . . . OhI that ,ids-

erable I)utoe(|. he took it

""

At that the tears and sii|,s began afre-h. ami grew so vio-

lent, that Habourdin came out of his ollicc, I'ecogni/ed tlie

voice, and went upstairs, lie found Sebastien, half swoonitej-,

Hk(> a tigurc of Christ, in the arms of IMiellion and I'oiret;

and the two clerks, with couMiemiiU'es distorted bv eompa.s-

sion. grotes(|uely playing the parts of tlio ]\Iaries in tin.' com-
position.

Kaij()i;i!I>i\. "Ayhai i.- the matter, gentlemen?"
Si:uAsrij;\ [.^Inrlimi up, fulls mi his l-iins brfnrr Raboiir-

iliii). ••(Hi. >ir. 1 !ia\e ruined you! That list I Duioeij U
.diowing it aboui. lie found it out, no doubt

!""

.it 'J
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K.viiorKniv {onnpusvdhi). -I kiu'w it." (Unices Sfba^-
tini niul .Innrs Inn, <nnij,.) -My frirn-i. voii ;iiv ;i child I"
('/''; J'lii !/i'.:i.) "Will. IV ,-nv llu'v ;|l|

:-••

l'iii:i,i.i(,\. ••'|'li,.v ]ui\r -n;i,. I,, M. r.aii.lovcrV study, sir.
to look ;it ii ii>t ulijcji is ,-;iii|

^

K.Miori.-I.I.N. -TIkiI V.lil ,|n- (,jors nul wilh Sflm.ticjl.
J'oinl ,nnl I'll, linn,. i,v<rr.n„r wUh ns/oin.-lnurNt

. look at one
(iiiolhir. '(,!,, /ih III// III n l(jss).

I'oii;i;t (/„ I'liclliou ) . ".M. I.'uhnurdiii ! . . /'

I'liKi. I.K.N (/,> I'uirrl). "M. K'nlMMinlin! . . ."

1'oii;i:t. -Wrlj. if ever: .M. IJahniu'din ! . . ."

I'liKi.i.ioN. "Did yuii >,.,• Ii,,u li,. l.M,kcd—(|iiitc calm and
'li^iiiilicd ii. spile ,,r c\crytliiii-r

'"

1'()||!i;t (////// ,/ ,/'''""" i:ilnnl,,l fin' a hi),j,iin,i air), 'i
^''""''' ""> '"• 11 'til MirpiiM.d if ihciv wciv ,M)iiiciiiiim- at thc
iKlllnill nf all llli-.."

l'iii;i.i.ii>\. --.X inan ol' Irin.ir. l.iaincicss and staiidcs.-;
"'

I'uli;i:f. ".\iid hew alM,i;t |)m,H(|:'"

I'iii;i.i.i(..\. -.Mn.i,.,;]' I'niivt, uai tliink as I think about
l)iitn( ,| : iln \,,ii iin! niidiT-iantl wwY'

l'nli;i.r (inth lir.> „r I In; . lilllr Imoirlinj uoi/s). "Yes."'
/ i>r dill I I < III III ! Iiilil,'.

Im.k I i;v. •'I'lii,^ 1.-. .uniiii-- it >ir,,n^: I h;,vc <vv\\ it with
my .,v.ii cy(-. and vd I .-an-i iu.|!,.\c it! M. Kalmui-din, the
'"'^' "I iii^'n! l|,.,ii n:y wnfd. if >ncli as he can play the
sneak. It i^ enou-h ti. Mckeii ymi wiih virtue. I used to pat
Kaixmi-diii am(in,:i- I'lutarih's heroes."

ViMKi X. •Oh! it is true."

i'oiiiKT (bilhiiihiiiij liiii/si'If Ihitt he has bill five days fo
sf'U/). "j'.ut. ncnileiiien. what do you sav ahout the man
tliat lay in wait fur M. ijahourdin and stole tiie papers:-""

l),itiii<i sHii.< mil tij till' ruiiiii.

I'"i.i:i 1.^. ".\ diula- l~cari(.t .' Who i,- he?"'
I'liKi.i.io.N (iiilniillij). "He i> II, ,t anion.L' us. that is cer-

tain."

\i.Mi;i.\ {nil iilfii br(iiiiiiiiiij (o dawn upon him). "It is

J)utoci( !"
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PlIELLIOX. "I liii

W
\f >('''ii III) pmuf ulijitovcr, mosiciir.

nil' ynii uciv out of tiir room, that yonii.i,' ffllow, M. dc la

.'ochc. caiiic ill a, id was nearly licarliirokm owv it. I.ook
vou sec ins tears on niv dcsl.

PoiiiKT. •!! (' swooned ill our anus Oh ! niv door-kev
dear, dear! it i> >till down his li

Vim i:ix. ••The M
'/i/r.^ (I >'t.)

i!)oui(liii

iin>ter woiilil not woi'k to-dav witli M.
lie iK ai 1 of the ^tair

to M. Sailhird : M. Hand'

eaiiie to sav a word or two
.\er was advised to make a[i|i!ieatii

for the Cross of tlie I.eLrioii of Honor: one will he --ranted to
tlic division at New Year, ami it is to -o to ^[. I'.audover.
is Unit cleary M. ilahourdin i- .-aerifieed hy the vcrv peojile
for whom he worked, 'i'liat is what I*>i\ in' -a VS. W t' were al
dismissed exeei.t riiejlion and Ŝeliastlell.

I)r Hill KL
(

Til

(11 hi IS III •\\\ 'III leiiieti. is it trui

lil.l.lKl!. "Mrietlv Inu
l)r HitiKL. "tiood-day, -entleincn" (//»/>• un his hat ami

i/oi's oat).

Tm I I.I.I i:i! hat vaudevilli-te does not wjiste ti nie on
fil('-ilrin<r: ho is otr to the Due de Kh.'ioiv and th<' Due d.

Maufrij,nioiiso, hut he iiiav run ! Colleville is to I )e our eliie

tlioy say.

I'llKl.MON-. •Vet he <eenied to he attached to M. K'a-

hourdin."

Poiiirr (irfiinis). "I had all the troiihlo in the world to

^rot hack my door-key. The youiij^sler is ervinif. and M. 1,'a-

hourdin has coiii|)letely di-apjioared. (Daturi/ aad Bi.ri.,ii

i-omc ill tvi/rthrr.)

BlxiOL'. "Well, ;ieiitleiiien. ipieer thiiiijs arc happoninir
in your otlieo ! Du Bruol !""—

(

lijuk.< into du Brad's caljiiivt.)

"(iono?"

Ill

Tnrii.ijKi!. '•Out."

Bixioi;. "And Rahourd

Fi.iUKV. "ilolted away, evaporated, vanished in «moko

!

To think that such a man. the hestest of men
)n;i;T (In Datorii). "Tliat yoiinirstor Seha-tion. in hi

un-ief. accused vou of takinij ihi Wol'l ^I. Diitocq, ten days

a>'o-
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r.iXHM (li)i,L-ui(j at Ihilutq). -.My dfiir IVIIow, you must
rk'iir yMiii'Mlf (nil l/ir clrrks sittn- ni Uiilonj).

l)UTUL(j. ••Wlicrc is the little viper that was ciipying it r"

HlXlof. '"JldU do yuii kiidu- that lie was copviiij,' it?

Notliiiig 1)111 a (liaiiu)ii(l can cul a (liaiiioiid, my dear fellow!"
{lJut(>< ij ijiics mil.

)

i'()ii;i;r. '•j.ook liefe. .M. IWxioii ; I have only five days and
a half to slay in the ollice, and I shinild like f(ir once—ju-t

fur oiiei—to lia\e the jileasuie nf iinder.-taiidin,:,' you. ho
me the lionoi' to e.xiilaiu where the diaiiiniid ednies in under
the eireiunslaiH cs."

iiixioi
. "It means, old man (for I am (|uile willing,' to

descend to your le\el \'ov iniee). it means tliat as the diamond
alone can i)oli>h the diamond, so none but a pry is a imitcli

foi- ills like."

l-'i.i;i i;v. • '{'ry' in this case heiiiLT put for 'spy.'"

roiliiCT. '•! do iKil umlerstand
"

Bi.\iou. "Oh, well, another time you will."

.M. Iiahoiirdin had hurried away to tln^ Minister. Hi? Ex-
cellency was at the Chaniher. 'riiiiher, accordin-lv, K'ahour-
'iin wi'iit ami wmte a \\-\v lines, hul the Mini.-ter was on hi.-

lejis in the iii.dsl (if a lint di-eii.-siun. K'ahoiinlin 'vaited, not
in the Salle de,- Coiif.'reino, l.iit out.-ide in ilu' courtyard;
he decided in s|nle of thi' cold to take up his po.-t l)v Hi.
lv\ccllency"s carria-e, and to -peak with him as he came out.
The serireaiit-at-arm-. io|,l hiiii that a .-iorm had heen hrewe.l
hy the nineteen meniher.- of ihe IvMreiiie Left, and there had
iieen a >ceni' in the lloii>e. h'aiioiirdlii nieanwiiile, in fever-
ish excitement, paci d up and down in the courtvai'd. He
wailed for live mortal hours. M half-pa.-t -ix the llou.^e ro.-^o,

and the .Minister's ihas^cur came out with a message for the
coachman.

"lley, Jean! Jjis Excellency has gone to the Palace with
tlu> Minister of War; they will dine together afterwards.
W e are to fetch them at ten o'clock. There is to be a meeting
of the council."
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Slnwlv IiMlxmrdin ualkctl Ik.me w^ava hi a -iaii nf cxlianr-

lioii ca.-v to iiiia,Lri:ic. It was .-cNni o'clock, lli' Im.1 laivlv
time to (lr,>s.

"Well I his witV' ci-ii(i jnyou.-ly, a.- he caiiic into i!;c ilravv-

iii^'-rooin. "You liaw ilic aj>|i(iiiiliiiiiii now."
Halioiinliii rai^cil his hrad in inchuicholy aIl^'ui^h. "I am

very mucli arrai<l tiial I ,>liall never set foot in tiu' olliee

a-,'aiii."

"What I" cried his wife, trcinhliii;,^ with cruel anxietv.

"That nienioranduni 'd' niiiie on the r-taif has hccti the

round of \\w depariineul ; I tried to >)ieak with the Minister,

and could no!."'

A vision tia-lied hefore Celestine's eyes; -oine dmion llu;iu-

a .sudden lurid liniit ujion her la>t (onM'rsiI ion with dc>

Lupeaul.x.

"If 1 had hehaved like a vulirar woman." she thought, "we
i^liould have had the place."

Slio gazed at Ualiourdin with som(>thin.Lr like an,i:nish.

There wa.s a drearv silence, and at dinner i)oth were ah.sori)e(l

"And it is our Wednesday I" A\r exclaimed.

".Ml is not lost, dear ( '''h'~t inc." he an>wered, [lutlin^ a

kiss u])on her forehead: "I may jieiiiaps see the Mini.-lcr to-

morrow morning, and all will he cleared up. Schasti(-n sal

up late last night, all the fair eouie.- are made and in order.

I will ]iut the whole thing uii iIk M!ni>ter"s dc>k. ami lug him
to go through it with n\v. l.a l!iai''re will hel[( ine. .\ man
is never condemned without a hearing."

'T am curious to see whether .M. d.es l.upeaulx will come to

us to-day."

"lie I—Of course he will come, he will not fail. There i;-

something of the tiger in him—he loves to lick the hlood

after he has given the wound."

".My ]ioor love, 1 do not know liow a man that could think
of ,<o grand a reform should not K'c. ai thi' same time, th.-it

no one niu>-t hear of it. Some ideas a man muM keep within

himself, hecau.se he, and he alone, can carrv them out. You,
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in voiir spli.rc. .-hould liavc (]..i,c iis Xiipol,.,,!, did in liis- Ii,.

ixMK ,nid tui>t,,l ;in(| ,rau Ird— vcs, crau lod !— f,,r Honaparti-
inarruMi l",arra>" rni>tiv>s lo -aiii a comiiiaiid. Von slioidd
haw waittil; voii slimdd liavc luvn ..|,ci,.d as a d.-putv vuu
slinuld hasr watchrd the poliii,,,l rhan-,.s. „„w i„ the trou-di
• •f th.. .ea. now on the crest of a wave; von shonhl ha"e
ii«l"pi.'d M. de Vdhde-s Italian motto (',>l l^po, otherwise
rendered, 'All thin;,'> eonie round to him that will but wait

"

For .-even v.ars it lias heen M. de VilleleV aim to he in olliee
ho took tile lirM step in ISl 1, when he was just vour present
iifre. with a protest a.i^ainst the Charter. 'I'hat is yonr mis-
take: yon have heen ready to act nnd.T order> ; "vou wore
made lo is^iie them."
The arrival of Sehinner tlie painter pnt an end to this talk,

hut K'ahoiirdiii ;;rew tliou;,dii t'lil over his uil'e"s words.
Sehinner ^Masped !iis hand. "An artist's devotion is of verv

little u^e. my dear fellow: hut at Mich time's as these we are
staunch, we arti>t-. I .^ot an ,.venin,- paper. Handover is

to he director. 1 see. and he i> to have the Cross of the U^L'ion
ot Honor."

"I am first in (u-der of enioritv. and I have heeii twentv-
fonr years in the service." >miled Rahonrdin.

'•1 know .M. le Comte de Seri/y. the .Minister of State,
pretty well: if you like to make n:-e of him, 1 can sec him"'
t^aid Sehinner.

'

The rooms weiv tilled with persons who know nothing of
the movements of the adminisfration. Dn Hriiel <lid not ap-
pear. Mine, h'ahourdin was more channinir, and in hi'dier
spirits than UMial : the horse, wounded ,m the hattlefield,'\vill
siiinmon u|i all its stren.irth to carry its master.
The women hehaved charinin-lv 'to her, now that she was

defeated.

"She is wvy brave." said some.
"And yet .^he was very attentive to des Lnpeaulx "

the
Baronne du ChAtHet remarked to the Vicomtes.-e de Fon-
taine.

"Then do von think "
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"If so, M. Ifalioiudiii would at least have iiad tho Cross,"
said MiiK'. d(j (;aiiij)s, dcfcridin^r |„.,. f|-i,.„,|.

Toward.- ten oVloik drs Lupcaulx aji|H'arcd. To '/iw an
idea of his appcaraiicc, it can only !),. siid that his spectacles
h)oke(l inelanchoiy. while tliere was iaii.uiiter in his eyes; tlio

,t,'las> veiled their e.\j)re>>ion so coinplelelv, that no one but
a pliysio<rnoinist could have seen the dlahnlical m],,;,,,, ;„
iheni. lie <,ria-ped Kahourdin's hand, and Kahourdin could
only sidjniit to the pres.-ure.

"U'e must have some talk to,<,'ether hy and by." he said,
as he seated himself hesjde the i'air Kabourdin. who behaved
to admiration.—'-Ah! you are ;rreat." he >aid, with a side
glance at her; 'T find you as 1 imaKMned you—sublime in
defeat. Do you know how very seldom people respond to our
exj)ectations of thr'ni! And so you are not overwhelmed ijy

defeat. Vou aii' right, wc .-hall triumph," he continued,
lowering his voice. "Vour fate will always be in your own
hands so lon<,' as yon have an ally in a man who Worsliips
you. We will hold a council."

'•But I>audover is appointed, i.- he not?"
"Yes."

".Vnd the Cro.s;;?"

"Not yet. but he is <roin<j to have it."

"Well r
"Vou do not nnderstiind policv."

To .Mine. I?abourdin it .-eemed as if that pvenint: would
never come to an end. .Ah'anwhile. in the Place K'ovale a

comedy was being played, a com(>dy that is always repeated
in seven diirereni salon- afler every change of government.
The .Saillards" sitting-room was full. M. and Miiie. Tra?ison
came at eight o'cloek. Mme. Trauson kissed Mme. P.audover
lire Saillard. .AI. Bataille. the captain in the Xational (Juard,
came with his wife and the cure of Saint-Paurs.

".M. Haudoyer. I want to be the first to congratulate vou,"
said Mine. Trauson: "your talents have met with their

deserts. Well, you have fairly earned your advancement."
"So now yon are a director." adch'd M. Transon. ruljbing

his hands; "it is a great honor for the (Quarter."

r

II
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"And uitlidiit MliciiiiiiLr I'nr it, one m.iy s;iv indeed."" eried

f)Id S:iill;ird. "We iire lint iiit ri^niers ; iff do not j^o to tlu;

Mini.-tiT"> |i;irl ie.-.""

liii le .Mili'.il nililicd ills no.-e. ji!id smiled iiii<l looked at

his niece : Klizalieih \v,i> lalkinir wiili (Ji^nnni't. l-"allei\

(lid not kniiw wli.-it to iliiiik of the Mindne-s of Sailhird and
llaudovrf. |)n|oi(|. IliNJon. dn linid. and (iodai'd caMic in,

i'olinucd hy ( 'o|lc\ illi', nii\\- chirf clerk.

"What chumps !'
>aiil l')i\iiai, in an nndertonc for du

IliMiel s hcndii. "What a line cai'icatnre one miL'ht make
of tliem- a jot r'i Hat ii-h, ,-tock-(i-h, and winkles all dancing'

a sarai)and."

"M. Ie 1 )irccleni',"" heiran Collcville, "i have come to roii-

trratnlate vou, or rather we all conirratulate our.-elvt'S upon
your a|ipointmenl, and we have come to assure you of our
Zealous eo-opci'at ion."

M. and .Mine. I'.audoyer, Isidore's father and motlier, wore
there, to enjoy the triumph of their .-on and hi< wife. I'ncle

liidault had dined at home; his little twinkling eyes dismayed
JJixiou.

"There is a character tliat v.ould do for a vaudeville,"" lie

said, pointing him oui to du Uruel, "What does that fellow

si'll? Such an odd li.-h ought l.i he hung out for a Hgn at

the diiiFr of an old (Ui'io.-ity >liop. What a greatcoat I 1

tiioughl that no (;!( hut I'uirct could keep -ucli a thing on

e\hihiiion after ten year.- of e,\po>uii.' to the iiieleuiencies of

the seasons.""

"liaiuloycr is tmignilieent,"" said du Hruel.

"Stunning I'" reliirued IJixiou.

"(ienllemen."" said llaudoycr. "this is my own niiolo, ^[.

.\ritral ; and this is my wife's great-uncle, .M. iiidault I""

(iigoiinet and Mitral looked ki'cidy at the clerks; the

metallii gleam of gold .-eeined to glitter in the old nicir.-*

eyes; it impresseil the two -colfers.

"Did you take a good look at that pair of uncles, eh?"'

asked ISixiou. as they walked under the arcades of the Palais

Jioyal. "Two sjieeimeiis of the genus Shylock. They go the
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]\rark('t, I will Im' IkhiiuI. imd lend iiinncv iit ii liimdrrd per
iciit per week. 'I'licv lend nu plrdi^^r-., iratlic in clntlics. «,'u|d

laci'. clicc-c, women and chiidrfii; they 1„. Aralis, Hn'V In-

lirci'ks, tiii'V lie <icnncsc-(;ciH'VcM'-Li)niliiird .It'\v>; iirdii^^dit

forth ]>y 11 'I'iirlar iind .-iickliMl l,y a -lic-woir,"

"rncie .Mitral was a iiailili' oikc, 1 am certain," said
•iodard.

'"Tliere, von seel" said dn I'lrnel.

'•I mast jnst iro and >ee tlie -heels pulli'd olT," eontinuod
I'.ixioii ; "hnt 1 shonhl (h'arly like to make n carefnl studv of

M. IJahniirdiii's salon; you are \ery Ineky. dn l>riiel, sou can
tro tluTO."

"!!' said dn I'.rnel ; "uiiat >iionld I do there? My face
does not lend it>elt' to the expression ol' eonduleiice. And Ik;-

>ides. it is very vnlirar nowadays to dance attendance' on per-
sons out of oilicc."

At midni;,dit Mine. I'ahoiirdinV drau in,i:-room was empty;
three ju-rsons oidy remained—des Lupeaulx and the master
and mistress of the house. When Sehinner went, and M.
and .Mine. Octave de Camp-; had taken tiieir leave, des

laipealx rose v»ith a mysterious air. stooil with his hack to tlu^

(lock, and looked at the hushand and wife in turn.

''Xothin;: is lost, my friciKK." he said, •for we remain to

you—the Minister and I. I)ntoci|. jmt hetwecn two powers,
<liose the stron.^-er. as it si'eiiie<l to him. lie ^rv\i'i\ the (Irand
Almonry and tlie Court and played me I'aL-e; it i-^ all in the

day's work, a man in politics never coniplains of treaeherv.

Still, Jlaudoyer is sure to Ite ca>hicred in a i'rw months" time
and transfei-red to the I'refecture of Police, for the (Jrand
Almonry will not desert him."

With that, des l.upcauix hroke out into a lonir tirade over
the (Jrand Almonry, ar.d expatiated on the ri<ks run hy a

(iovernment that looked to the Church and the .Jesuits for

su])port. Still, it is woilli while to point out that, thouirh
the r,ilienil papei's laid such stress ui)o!i the inihience of Court
]iatrnnap' and the (irand Almonry, neither of these counted
for much in Baudoyer"s promotion. Petty intriirue died away

h

m
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in the lii;,'hcr >|.li(.|vs hcciiii-r -ivat.T (|ii. -tiniis wwc ;it sink.
rcrliiips M. Camlrntrs iiii|i(.rtiiiiiiir> cMnrtr,! ji f.-.v unit]
in HaudnuT-s (hm„: hut at llir .Mini>i,.r"> lirM ivinark tli

matter was allnwcl i,, .Ir-.p. I'-A^hm in ii-clf ,|i,| ih,. u,)r
of a wry clli.icnt s|,y atMnii;,^ ,|„, „|,.„ilM.r> ..f ih,. (

',,i,-,v;,'a
tion: thcv uscl to (Ininiiii.c each nii,rr. .\ii<l -^iirvlv it wa
|HTinis>iM,. to n|,|,n.,. that >,u;r\y to |!|,. 1 ,ra/, .1, - fruii t ci 1 fra
teriiity of Ih,. ,l,„trii'. <iiiiuiir,| n|, |,v ih,. fnnmila, •Ilcavci
liHps him who hrlps hiin>..ir." .\> f-.r ihc ociilt pouvr ex
iTfiscd hy tlic Con-f-Valion. it wa- I'ur ihc nio-t part wifhlci
I'V siihonliiiato ul M.l ihr iiaiiic ,,r ihnl h,„lv to CMiijur,
with for their prnato r.,,!-. L,|„t,i| raiienr. ii: fa'n. .l,iii:hi,.c
to reprornt thcCraiid AliiiMnry a-^ a .riant ; in puhii,-, i„ th(
a(liiinii>tratioii. in tho army ..r the civil >. rvi.c. Vrnv alwav;
niaki's idols for it.-. If. At this mom.'iit !",an.iMv..r i),.li,.vcd ir
III.' (iran.l Alm.mrv. and all the uhil,. tl nlv alnioiirv that
l»'drifn.l,.(l him h.j.l ;i> .,-!,,;,.< at th.. CalV. Th.-mis. Tlu'r.
arc timo in th.^hir-tory ..f ij,,. „,.rld wh.Mi .'viM^vthin- thai
liappon- aini>s i> m1 d,,uii to ih.' a.voiint •>{ .umc one in-
stitution, or man in p.,u..r: n.,h-Mlv \m1| o|\,,

i],,.,,, ,.,.,,jij

h>r tiirir alMliii..s. ih,.v ^rvM- as ,-vn.mvms and ..|nivalcnt
term.- |,,r era- .-tupi.lity. A.- .M. .1,. Talicvrand was sup-
po.-cd to hail cv.fv jtolitical cvfiit with an .piij-ram. .-o in tlic
same inaniwr th.^ (iraiid Alin.mry .lid and nmli.l .•vrrvtliini: at
this period, riiliickily, it .lid ami nndid nothimr whatever.
Its iiillii..n,.. ua.- not in tli.' hands ,,f a Car.linal I{iclH>li..u
or a Cardinal Maxarin : it f.jl. .,n the .ontrarv. t.> a sort of
Cardinal KIciiry. the kin, I of man that i- timid f.ir five v.'ars
and ra>h for a day. .\t Saint-Mcrri. at a lat.T dav. the
doetriiic ali..v.'-inent ioncd did v ith impnnitv what Charl.'s X.
only att.'inpt.'d to d.) in July is:?(i. If the provis.> as to the
censorship hud n..t Imch so stupidlv ins.'rt.'.l in th.' n.'w
Charter, joiirnali-m al>o woiiM have seen its .Saint-Merri.
Thi. r)rlcans i'.raneh uniij.l ha\r carried out the -clu'ine of
Cliarles X.. with ilie law at its ha.-k.

"Stop on 1111. Ii'r r)aiidover. summon up .-..urai:.' for that,"
continued .les l.upeaulx, "he a true politician, put generous
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thoughts and impulses ii>i(l... .nnfi,,,. vuui-df t,, voiir rliitv
say not a w,,r.] to your .liiv. tor, n.'V.T -ivc iijn. a.h i'.r. an.l art
-nly upon lus orders. In llircc niontlis' time Ilaiidnvr will
k'avf the <lrpartni..nt

; they will ritlicr dismiss him or transfer
Imn to some other sphere of a.tivitv. IVrhaps he mav -o to
tlio Household. Twiee in my life I have I „ huri..! under an
avalanche of folly in this way; I let it -jo hv."

"\es/' said Kahonrdin. "hut yon were not slanderod.
your honor was not involved, vou w.t.- not eompronus,.d

'

Des Lupcaulx interrnpte.j |ii„, with a peal of iintnerie
lau^'hter. "Wjiy. that is the .h.ilv l.read of .-verv man of
inark in the whole fair realm of Fran.r ! There are' two wavs
of taking It; you ean go under, whi.h means vou park your-
self ofT and plant (•ai)l)agcs somewhere or other; or you rise
ahovo It, and walk feark-ssly on without so much asturnin<T
your head."

'^

"In my own case." said Hahourdin, "there is hut one way
of untying the slii)-knot wliicli .'spionage and treachery have
tightened about my neck; if is this— [ tuiist have an explana-
tion with the Minister at onc(.; and if you are as sincerely
attached to me as you .«ay. it is in your power to hring me face
to face with him to-morrow."
"Do you wisli to lay your phin of administrative reform

before him?"
Rabourdin bowed.

"Very well then, intrust your projects and memoranda
to me, and he shall spend the night over them, 1 will en-
f?age."

"Then let us go together." Rabourdin answered quicklv;
"for after six years of work, at least I may expect the -rratifie;!-
tion of expbiii ing it for an hour or two to a member of ]]\<
Majesty's (lovernDient. for the Minister cannot choose but
commend my iierscveranco."

Des Lupcaulx hesitated for a moment ; Ral)oiirdiirs tenacity
of purpose had put him on a road in whidi IJien- was no cover
for duplicity, so he looked at Mine. Habourdm. "Which

24
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shall turn iln Mali'?" i. a^kl.| luniM'lf "iiiv liatrctl i.f

hiiii. my likiii;: (>>r licr
?"

'If Mill iJi! !iiit Irn^t iiic," he ri'turiKil aflcr a jiaiiM', "I

(Jill M'c ilial, .1- far a:- I atii i hik irinil. \ini will alwav- \>v tin

writiT (if thai 'm I rri tmli'. -(lunii-iivt'. riiaiianir."

-Mini'. I{ah.)iiriiiii i.owcd idhlly. ( .li'^tiiic ami Xavirr wi'iit

In ihiir (luu iii.iiii.-. Mithiiiii a unnl, su hcasilv ihnr iiiis-

furliiiu la. ii(Min tlK-m Thr uif< .hniij^ht of Iht own uii-

plca.-ant |iii-iii.in. 'I !. r\]\t'\' clerk wa- making' ii|i his mind
ui-\<v 111 >(I f<"it in the otliii' a^'ain : he was li>.-l in far-rcadi-

in;.' thiiii^dit^. This step was In ( haiif,'r the coiirx' of Ins

life; he mii.-i -Ink ii a iicw path. He sat all ni.'^lit hi-fori'

lii> firr; ( 'rlc-i i!i. in her iiiLrht-drc-s, stole in on tiptoe now
and ,i;:ain. luit he diil nut M'e her,

"Since I mn-t <:<< hack lor the last time to take away my
})aper- and to put li.iudoycr in possession, let u- trv the clfecl

(if my resi;,'iialiim.""

He draftc(l his ri'sifriiation, meditated over his expressions,

and wrote the followiiii: letter:

"M(>\si;i(;vi:t'i!.— I have tlio honor to enclose inv resigna-

tion in the same cover; hut I venture to helieve that vmir
Excellency will recollect that I ^aid that 1 had placed my
honor in ymir hands, and that an iinm(>diate explanation was
neie-- try. 'I'he explanation which 1 implored in vain would
prohahly now he useless, for a fratrment of my work has heeii

surreplitiou.-ly taken and di,~torte(,l and misinterpreted hy

iiialevolencc. ai:d I am compelled to withdraw hefore the tacit

censure of those in authority. Your h!\cellencv iiiav have

thou_i:lit. when I tried to ol)tain an intcr\iew that morninj,'.

that I wished to speak of my own achaiucment. whereas [

was thinkiiiLr only of the honor of your Kvcelleiicv's depart-

mei;t and the pllhlic good; it is of some consecplellce to me
that yoiir Ivxcellency should lie under no inisapiirehen-

sioii on this liead," and the letter ended with the usual

formulas.
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Hy half-past (st-vcri ii( l.x k I lie sacrificr lunl been raadi'.
thi' wliolr niaiiiiMTipl liihl Ihtm l.iirii.d. 'I'lnd out with
thought ami umtioimc by moral .-iiirfnii;;, K'aboiinliii foil
iiit<. a doze, witli his h.'ad nstniK <•» I'l" l)ack of thr iiriiirliair.

A strau^ri' M'lisatioM auaknud him; he f.jt hot toars falling
on his lianiis, ami saw his wife kiifclmg In'sulr him. (Vli'stim;
had comr m aii.l ri-ad the lottt-r. Slie uiidcr.-tood the full
• xtt'iit of their nun. They were rcduct-d to live upon four
thousanil iivn-s; and r.'ckonin^ up her di'iits, .she found that
thoy amount«'d to thirty-two iliou.-aiid francs. It was the
most sordid poverty of all. .\nd tlir noblo man that had
[)Ut such trust in her had no suspicion of the wav m which
she had abu.-^cd his confidcnct.. Celcstinc, fair as the
.Magdalen, was sobbing at his feet.

*"l'he misfortune is complete," .Xavier i xelaimed in his
dismay; "dishonored in the department, dishonored "

A glc^m of stainless honor tiashed from (elestino's eyes;
she sj)rang up like a frightened horse, her eves flashed light-
nings.

'i, I?" she cried in sublime tones. ".\m I too an or-
dinary wife? If 1 had faltered, would you not have had
your appointment? Hut it is easier to i./'lievo that than to
Ixdieve the truth."

"What is it?" asked Raliourdin.

"Vou shall have it all in a few words," said she; "we owe
thirty thousand francs."

Kabourdin caught her to him in a frenzy of joy, and made
her sit on his knee.

'•Never mind, darling." he said, and a great kindness that
slid into the tones of his voice changed the bitterness of her
tears into someiliiug vaguely and strangely sweet. "I too
have made mistakes. I worked for my country to very little

purpose; when I th<.ught. at any rate, I might have done
something worth the doing. . . . Now [ wjjl start out
on a new path. If I had sold .-pi.cs all this while, we should
be millionaires by now. \'ery well, let us sell spices. You
are only twenty-eight years old, my darling. In ten years'
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time, hard work uill j,mvv you haik tl:c luxury that you love,
though we must -ive it up now for a little while. I too!
darling, am not an ordinary husband. We will sell the farm ;

the value of tiie land has been going up for seven years; the
surplus and the furniture will pay nnj debts."

In Celestine's kiss there was love given baek a thousand-
fold for tliat generous word.

"And then we shall have a hundred thousand francs to
put into some business or other. In a month's time I shall
find an investment. If Saillard happened upon a Martin
Fallei.x, ehaiue cannot fail us. Wait breakfast for me. I
will eome baek from tlie Minister with my neek free of that
miserable yoke."

Celestine held her husband in a tight clasp, with super-
human force; for the might of love gives a woman more than
a man's strength, more power than the utmost transports of
rage give to the strong. She was laughing and crying, talk-
ing and sobbing all at once.

When Habourdin went out at eight o'clock, the porter
handed him the burlcscpie visiting-cards sent in bv Baud- -r.

Bixiou. Godard, and the rest. Nevertheless, he went to ...e

office, and found Sebastien waiting for him at the door; the
lad begged him not to att(>mpt to enter the place, a scurrilous
caricature was being handed about.

"If you wish to alleviate the bitterness of my fall, bring
mc that drawing; for I am ju.-t taking my resignation mvself
to Ernest de la Briere, .so tliat it may not bo twisted out of all
knowledge on its way to headcpiarters. I have my reasons
for asking to see the c iricature."

Kabourdin waited till he was .sure that his letter was in
the :\Iinister's hands; then he went down to the courtvard.
Sebastien gave him tlie li;hograplied drawimr (of which a
sketch is given here). 'Vhwv were tears in the boy's eyes.

"It is very clever," said Habounlin. and the face that he
turned upon the super lumnary was as sereiu' as the Saviour's
brow beneath the crown of thorns.

He walked in quietly as usual, and went straight to Bau-
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(ioyer's general office to give the necessary explanations be-
fore that slave of red-tape entered upon his new duties as
director.

"Tell M. Baudo}-er there is no time to lose," he added
before Godard and the clerks. "My resignation is now in
the Minister's hands, and 1 do not choo.se to stay in the office

five minutes longer than I can help.""

Then catching sight of Bixiou, Rabourdin walked up to

him, held out the drawing, and said, to the astonishment of
the clerks:

"Was I not right when I said that you were an artist?
Only it is a pity that yo'i used your pencil against a man
whom it was impossible to judge in such a manner, or in the
offices. But people ridicule evervthing in France—even God
Himself."

With that he drew Baudoyer into the late la Billardicre's
rooms. At the door he met Phellion and Sehastien. Thoy
alone dared to show that they were faithful to the accu.sed,
even in this great shipwreck. Rabourdin saw the tears in
Phellion's eyes, and in spite of himself he wrung the clerk's
hand.

"Mosieur," the good fellow said, "if we can be of any use
whatever, command us

"

"Come in, my friends," Rabourdin said with a gracious
dignity.—"Sebastien, my boy, send in your resignation by
Laurent; you are sure to be implicated in the slander that
has driven me from my place, but I will take care of your
future. We will go together."

Sebastien burst into tears.

M. Rabourdin closeted himself with M. Baudoyer in the
late la Billardiere's room, and Phellion assisted him to ex-
plain the difficulties of the position to the new heaa of the
division. With each new file of papers displayed by Rabour-
din, with the opening of every pasteboard case, Baudover's
little eyes grew large as saucers.

"Good-day, monsieur," concluded Rabourdin, with ironical
gravity.

-.v:'Av«,>:^V^':
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Sebastien ineantiiiio made up a packet of pupi'i> Itclon^nin'-

to tlic ohjef clerk, and took them away in a eab. Kabourdm
crossed the great eourtyanl to wait on tlic .Minister. Ail the
clerk.s in the building were at the windows. Uabourdiii
waited for a few minutes, but the Minister made m sign.
Tiieii, accompanied by Piiellion and Sebastien, he we.)! out.
Pliellion bravely went as far as the Kue Duphot with the
fallen olHcial, by way of expressing his admiration and
respect; then he returned to his desk, (juite satisfied with
himself. He had paid funeral honors to a great unappreci-
ated talent for administration.

Bixiou (as Phellion comes in). "Victrix causa diis

placuit, scd victa Catoni."

PiiELLiox. "Yes, monsieur."

PoiRET. "What does that moan ?"

Fleuky. "It means that the clericals rejoice, and that
M. Kabourdin goes out with the esteem of ail men vif

honor."

DuTOCQ {nettled). "You talked vcrv dillVrentlv vester-

day."
•

- '

Fleury. "Say another word to me, and you shall fe(>l mv
fist in your face. You sneaked if. Rabonidin's work, that
is certain!"' (Dutocq goes out.) "Now, go and complain
to your M. des Lupeaulx, you spy

!''

Bixiou (grinning and grimacing like a monkri/). "I am
curious to see how the division will get on. M. Hahoiirdin
was such a remarkable man, that he must have had some-
thing in view when he made that list. The department is

losing an uncommonly clever head" (rubbing his hands).
Laurent. "M. Fleurv is wanted in the secretary's otlice."

Omxes. "Sacked!"
Fleury (from the door). "It is all one to me ; T have got

a berth as a responsible editor. I can lounge about all day,
or find something amusing to do in the newspaper ollioe."

Bixiou. "Dutocq has had poor old Desrovs dismissed
already ; he was accused of wanting to cut off people's
heads "
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TiiuiLLiEii. -Lcs U'lcs dcs roi.s:'" (Di-sroys.)
Bixioi-. "Accept my oii^ijratulatioiis. fliat is neat"
Entrr Voluaiua- (crullant). "(Jentlenion, I urn your

chief clerk
!" ^

Tm-iLi.iKu {nnbrariiuj him). )li. niv friend, if I were
chief myself. I siimild not he so

j asedl""
Bixior. "His wife did that stroke of business, but it is

not a master-stroke."'

P()I1{;;t. "I should like to know the meaning of all this."
Bixiof. "V(,ii want to know:-—There it is. The Cham-

ber is. and always will he, the ante-ehamher of the Adminis-
tration, the Court is the boudoir, the ordinary way is the
cellar, the bed is made now more than ever in the little by-
ways thereof."

PoiHiiT. "M. Bixiou, explain \ourself, I beg."
Bixior. "I will ,<rive yon a i)araphrase of mv opinion. If

you mean to be anythiii;: at last, you must be "everything at
first. Obviously, administrative reforms mus* be made; for,
upon my word and honor, if the employes i b the Govern-
ment of the time tluy ou^rht to -rive to" it, tlie (Jovernment
robs them in return to make matters even. Wo do little be-
cause we get next to nothing; there are far too manv of us
for the work to be dcme, and La Vrrlncnsn Rnhnnrdin'saw all
that: That great man among the scribes foresaw the in-
evitable result, gentlemen, the 'working' (as simpletons are
pleased to call it) of our admirable Liberal ir.stitntions. The
Chamber will soon want to meddle with the Administration,
and ofHcials will want to be legislators. The Government
will try to administer the laws, and the Administration will
try to govern the country. Laws, accordinglv, will be trans-
formed into rules and regulations, and reirulations will be
treated as laws. God made this epoch for those that can enjoy
a joke. T am looking on in admiration at the spectacle set
forth for us by Louis XVHL. the greatest wag of modern
tinier (qrnrrnl nmnzement). And if France, gentlemen, the
best ailministoind country in Europe, is in such a Avay. think
what a state the others must he in. Poor countries! I won-



'-fiv-TT'^iV'
' m

THE GOVERNMENT CLERKS QTt

der how they get on at all without the two Chambers, the
Liberty of the Press, the Keport, the Memorial, and the
Circular, and a whole army of elerks !—Think, now, how do
they contrive to have an army or a navy? How can they
exist when there is no one to wejcrh the pros and cons of every
breath they draw and every moutiiful that they eat?—Can
that sort of thing be called a government or a country?
These funny fellows that travel about have stood me out
that foreigners pretend to have a policy of their own, and
that they enjoy a certain intluence; l)ut,"there— I pity them!
They know nothing of 'tlie spread of enlightenment"; they
cannot 'set ideas in circulatioir : they have no free and in-
dependent tribunes

; they are sunk in barbansm. There is no
nation like the French for inlelligence ! Do vou grasp that,
M. Poiret? (Poiret looL^ „s if he had received a sudden
shock.) Can you understand how a country can do without
heads of divisions, directors-general, and dispense with a
great staff of ofTicials that is. and has been, the pride of
P^rance and of the Emperor Xapoleon, who had his very
sufTicient reasons for creating places to fill? Rut, there—
since tJiese countries have the impudence to exist ; since the
War Office at Vienna employs scarcely a hundred clerks all
told (whereas with us, little as they expected it before the
Revolution, salaries and pensions now eat up one-third of the
revenue), [ will sum up by sugfresting that as the Acadcmie
des Inscriptions et Belles Lettrcs has very little to do, it

might as well offer a prize for the solution' of the following
problem: 'Which is the better constitut(Ml— ibp State that
does a great deal with a few officials, or the State that does
little and keeps plenty of officials to do it?'

"

Poiret. "Is that your last word ?"

Bixiou. "Ja. mein Herrf—Oui. mnn/tieurf—Si. signor!—Da! I spare you the other languages."
PoiRKT (raising his hands to heaven). "Good Lord!

and they tell me that vou are clever!"
Bixiou. "Then did you not understand after all?"
PiiELLiox. "Anyhow, there is plenty of sense in that

last remark "

I
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BlxiOLF "It is like the Ijudgc't, as ooniplicatod as it seems
to be simple; and tiiu> I .<et it for you, like an illumination
lamp uj>()n tlie edge of that hreak-neek precipice, that hole,
that abyss, volcano, or what not, which the Constitutionnel
calls 'the political horizon."

"

PoiKET. "J would rather have an explanation that I can
understand."

BixioL-. "Long live Kabourdin !—that is my opinion.
Are you satisfied ?"

Coi.i.iivii.i.K {(jravdy). "There is only one thing to be
said against M. Kabourdin."'

I'oiKKT. "What is it?"

CoLi.KviLLK. "lie was not a chief clerk; he was a states-
man."

PllELLlOK {planting himself in front of Bixiou). "M6-
sieur, if you appreciated .M. Kabourdin so well, what made you
draw that disgus—that inf—that shocking caricature?"

Bixiou. "How about that wager? Do you forget that
I was playing the devil's game, and that your office owes me
a dinner at the Roclier de Cnncale?"

PoiRET (niiirh ruffled). "It seems to be written that I
am to leave this place without comprehending a single idea in
anything that ^I. Bixiou says."

Bixior. "It is your own fault. Ask these gentlemen!
Gentlemen, did you understand the gist of my observations?
Were they just? Were thev luminous?"'

Omxes. "Yes, alas!"'

"Here is proof of it: I have just sent in my
Good-day, gentlemen; I am going into busi-

MlXAUD.
resignation

ness "

Bixiof. "Have you invented a mechanical corset or a
feeding-bottle, a fire-pump or pattens, a stove that gives
heat without fuel, or cooks a cutlet with three sheets of
paper ?"

MiXARD (going). "I shall keep my secret to myself."
Bixiou. "Ah, well, young Poiret, junior, these gentle-

men all understand me, you see
!"
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PoiUKT {morlificd). "M. Bixiou, will you do me the
honor to (losceiul to my level just for once

"

liixiou (u-ink-iny at the olkcrs). "By all means. Be-
fore you go, you nuiy perhaps be glad to know what you
are

"'

PoiRET (quick-ly). "An honest man, sir."

Bixiou (shrugging his shoulders). "To define, explain,
explore, and analyze the employe. Do you know how?"

PoiuiiT. "I think so."

Bi.xiou {twisting one of Poirrt's buttons). "I doubt it."

PoiRET. "An employe is a man paid to work for the Gov-
ernment."

Bixiou. "Obviously. Then a soldier is an employe?"
PoiHET (perplexed). "Why, no."

Bixiou. "At any rate, he is i)aid by the Government to
go on guard and to be passed in review. Vou will tell me that
he is too anxious to leave his [mst, that he is not long enough
at his post, that he works too hard, and touches metal too
seldom (the barrel of his gun always excepted)."
PoiUKT (opening wide eyes). "Well, then, sir, an employe,

more strictly speaking, is a num who must draw his salary
if he is to live; he is not free to leave his post, and he can
do nothing but copy and dispatch documents."

Bixiou. "Ah, now we are arriving at a solution ! So
the government otRce is the employe's shell? You cannot
have the one without the other. Now, what arc we to say
about the tide-waiter? (Foiret tries to stamp in vexation,
and escapes; but Bixiou, having pulled off one button, holds
him by another.) "Bah ! in the bureaucratic world he proba-
bly is a neuter. The customs-house official is a semi-em-
ploye; he is on the frontier just as he is on the borderland
between the civil service and the army ; he is not exactly a
soldier, and not precisely an employe either. But look here,

daddy, where are we going?" (twists the button). "Where
does the employe end? It is an important question. Is a
prefect an employe?"

PoiEET (nervously). "He is a functionary."
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HiXiOL- "Oh ]y,m ar,. cuMuM^r ,„ „ ..untra.Iictioii in terms!
>N> a functionary is lu.t an i iiipluv.' I"

fLon^f lY' '",""' ''-''""'''''^-
•'•'^I- ti'Hlard looks as

tlioii>,'h he had sonifllimjr („ sav."
CuHuiu.. -Th.. ,.,nplou'. n.,„Vs.nts Ih. onl.T, th,- function-arv the f,'('ii us.

Bix.oi;. "drvrr .s.//.-onlina,..
! I should not havethought you capahle of ., i„;,..„ious a d.stin.tion."

roiUKT. "Whnv aiv we <,'oin;rV'

Bixior -Tiu.n.. da.hly. In „"
„nt (rip ..urx-lvs up withwords. L,s,..n a„d uv .hall ..„„,, ,., „', ,„„,,„,„„,,? '^

!>< end Look luT,.. uv u,ll ..taid,>h an axiom, which Ibequeath to th. otlicr-The functionary h..,.ns wlu.-.. the em-ploye .-nds, and ,1,.. fn„..,ionary Laves olf where the states-man he,Mns There are very few stat^.n...,!. however, anion,
prefects. So the pref..et would seen, to he a kind of neu^^amon^. sup.nor orders of l,en,,^: he is iialf-wav hetween thestatesman and tlu- employe. nuH-l, as the tide-waiter is notexactly a soldier or a civilian, but somethin- of h„th Wt uacontinue to unravel (he^e lofty questions.- (/'„/;,/ nroZ

^frtliv ? iV , 'r
'" ";/"' ^*^'^^' *'"' "'""- •" « theorem^orth^ of la Hoeheloueauld:- When salaries reach the limit

l.ne of twenty thousand francs, the emplove ceases Hencewe may lo<:i,.ally deduce the" first corollarv-The statesman
n^veals hunself in the sphere of hi^h ..laries. I kewS
this second and no less .n.porta-.t corollarv-It is possi ,Sfor a director-general to be. a statesman. Perhaps deputiesmean something of this kind when tliev think within fhem
solves that <it is a fine thing to be a director-genS'
deniv-^''' ' '''' '^" ^^'""'' '""""'"-^'' '"'^' ^^'' ^'''^-

1>0I«ET (comrMehj fascinatrd b„ Biriou's /i,ity of gaze).The French language I—the Academy !

'•

y>'^\oi: {twhtbuj off a second button, and seizhin nponthe one ahove U). "Yos. in the interests of our noble C
giaage. your attention must be called to the fact that if achief clerk, strictly speaking, may still be an employe, a h ad

"» xcy
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of the division is of necessity a liurciuu rat. These gentle-
men"— (/(//vu/zy tu the (/(/•/>, (/;/,/ huldinij up I'uirei's third
butlon fur their iimpcrtioii )~'-lhvM' ;,'i-iitlenien will ap-
preciate all tlie ilclicacy of iluit snl.lle .-lia.le of <]istinction.
—And so, I'apa Poirct, the employe en. Is absolutely at the
head of a division. So liere is the (pie>tion settled onee for
all—there is no more doubt about it ; t!ie employe, who might
seem to be indelinable, is delined."

roiKET. "iJeyoiid a (loul)t, as it seems to me."
BlxiOL-. "And yet, lie so far my friend as to solve me this

problem: A jud^T is permanently appointed, consequently,
according to your subtle distinction, he cannot be a function-
ary; and as his salary and the amount of work do not corre-
spond, ought he to be included among employes:-'"

PoiUKT {(jaziiuj at the ceilinij). "Monsieur, I cannot fol-
low you now

"

Bixiou (nipping off a fourth button). '] wanted to show
you, monsieur, in the first place, that iiotliing is simple; but
more particularly—and wiiat 1 am al)out to remark is meant
for the benefit of philosophists (if y<ai will permit me to
twist a saying attributed to Louis XVI II.)— I wish to point
out that, side by side with the need of a definition, lies the
peril of getting mi.xed."

PoiRET (wiping his forehead). "I beg your pardon, mon-
sieur, I feel queasy" (tries to button his overcoat). "Oh!
you have cut off all my buttons

!"

Bixiou. "Well, now do you understand?"
PoiRET (vexed). "Yes, sir. Yes. I understand that vou

meant to play me a very nasty trick by cutting off my
buttons while I was not looking."'

Bixiou (solcmnhj). "Old man, you err. T was trying to
engrave upon your mind as lively an image r.f the Govern-
ment as is possible" (all eyes are funird on Bixiou. Poiret,
in his amazement, looks round at thr others with vagiir un-
easiness)

. "That is how I kept my word. I took the
parabolic method known to savages. (Xow listen!) While
the Ministers are at the Chambers, starting discussions just

:Jlt?Fat)IUM ^< ^w "^
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about as profitablo ami conclusive as ours, the Ailiiiinist ration
is cutting off the taxpavors" buttons."
Omnks. "Brav(», Hixiou I"'

I'oiHKT (as lie begins to cuiiijJirlund). "I do not grudge
my buttons now."

Bixior. -And I shall do as Minard does. I do not care
to sign mripts for such trilling sums any longer; I deprive
the department of my co-operation" {yocs out amid general
laughter).

Meanwhile another and more instructive scene was taking
place in the Minister's reception-room

; nioi'e instructive, be it

said, beci'.Mse it may give sr.me idea ,.f the wav in which great
ideas come to nothing in lofty regions, aiid how the in-
habitants thereof find consolation in misfortune. At this
particular moment des Lupcaulx was intnxlucim,' M. Bau-
doyer, the new director. Two or three .MinisteriaiU deputies
were present besides :M. Clergcot, to whom His Kx.ellenoy
gave assurance of an honnrahle retiring [tension. After
various commonplace remarks, the event of the dav came up
in conversation.

A Deputy. "So Rabourdin has gone for good."
Des Lri'EAfi.x. "He has sent in his resignation."
Cleroeot. "He wanted to reform the service, they said."
The Mimster (looking at tin- ,lr/>nfirs). "Perhaps the

salaries are not proportionate to the services reijuired."
De la Brierh. "According to M. Rahourdin, a hundred

men, with salaries of twelve thousand francs apiece, will do
the same work better and more expeditiously than a thou-
sand at twelve hundred francs."

Cleroeot. "Perhaps he is right."
The Minister. "There is no help for it! The machine

is made that way; the whole thing would have to be taken
to pieces and reconstructed: and wlio would have the courage
to do that in front of the tril)une and under the fire of stupid
declamation from the ()i)position or terrific articles in the
press? Still, some day or other tliere will be a disastrous

'::^^^^:vf^ fWf^^^n
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hitch somowhfTc ltd .icn tin- {joveriimeiil iiml Ih.' AdtnmiB-
tratinn.

"

Tin; iHi'LTv. "What will happiTi
i'"

TiiK MiMsii u. "Sornc Miiiist<'r uill set- a jxi»m\ [\\\n<i to

Ij<' (ioiic, ;ui(l will bf luiablc to lio it. Vou will have eroatcd
intcniiinable delays k-tweeii le>,'islati()ii and earning the law
into etFeet. You may make it iMi|>o'.sihle to steal a fi\e-frane

piece, hut you eaiinot prevent collusion to ;,'aiii [)rivate ends.
Some things will nev( r he done until <laiuli'>-l inc >tipulation8
have heen made; and it is very ditlicult to deled mkIi things.

And. then, ever\ man on the stalF. from the chicr douii to the
lowest ( h'rk, will soon have his own o[>inion on tlii:- matter and
that; they will no longer he liands directed hy a hrain, they
will not carry out the intentions of th(> <;overninent. The
Opposition is gradually giving them a right to speak and vote

against the Government, and to condemn it."

B.vcDOYKit (('/( (I li'ir voice, hii' not sn Unr as to be in-

audihlr). "Hi.s E.xeellenoy is suhliniel"

I)i;s Lri'KAii.x. "liureaiieracy certainly has its had side;

it is slow and insolent. I think; it hampers the action of the

department overmuch; ' ^milTs out manv a projct; it stops

progress; l)ut, still, the 1- rench ;^ 'ministration is wonderfully
useful

"

Baudovicu. "Certainly."

Des Lii>i:aii,x.
"

if nly as a support to the trade in

stationery and stamps. And ii like many excellent himsewives,

the civil service is apt lo he a little hit fussy, she can give an
account of her expenditure at any moment. Where is the

clever man in business that would not he only too glad to drop
five i)er cent on his turnover if some insurance agent would
undertake to guarantee him against "leakage."

"'

TliK Dki'CTY {a iiiaiiufaclitrer). "Manufacturers on both

sides of the Atlantic would he delighted to make a bargain

with the imp known as 'leakage' on such term-; as those."

Dks Lri'lCAii.x. •Well, statistics may he the weakness of

the modern statesman : he is .t to take figures for calcula-

tion, but V f' must u.se tigures lo make calculations; therefore,
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let 118 ralrulat,-. If j, s.„i,.tv i< Imh.) .„, ,no,wv and si-lf-
int.Tcst. It takes lis staii.l ..ii li-uns, and sucrtV has I „
thus l.ascd SIM... the Cliart.T uas ,!rauii up; >,, I thmk at
It'Hst. Aim!. III..,.. Ihcrc is notliiii- like a .•olm.in ..f fi^n'mN
for oarrymjj cmviction t.) tli.. •iMtclli--,it ma^srs/ Kvcry-
thing. in fact, so say ..iir statt'sm.'ii of the I,,. ft. can \n> ro-
solvod into fi^Mircs. So to f,^r„n.s Id ii> l„.t;,k,. ourM'lws-
(thf Ministrr lahs am- of tl,r drpntirs nsiJr nml lu-./ins lo
talk xu a Inw vou-,'.) "ilrn.. in Kraiuc, tlicn- an- ahont fortv
thousand nion in the employ of the (;ov(.rnMi..nt ; not rount-
mjr road-niondcrs, erossin-sw....p,.rs. and ci-arcltp-niakers.
hiftmi hundnul francs is il„. avcr.i-.. amount of a salarv.
Multiply fift<-cn hundred fran.'s l.v fortv thousand, and vou
Ket sixty millions.—And Ix^fotv wc -:.. anv farther, a publicist
niiKht call the attention of China. Austria, Russia (where
civil servants roh the (lovernment). and divers American
rcpul.lics to the fact that for this sum France ..btains the
fussiest, most fid<jety, interfcrin-. imiiiisitive, meddlesome
pains-taking. categorical set of scribblers and hoanl.Ts of
wastepaper, the v.-riost old wife iunon- all known administra-
tions. Xot one farthing can be paid or received in France
but a written order must be made out. cheeked off bv a
counterfoil, prf.diiced again and airain at every sta-^e of the
business, and duly receipted at tlu" end. And afterwards
the demand and the rec..ipt mu^t be filed, entered, posted and
cheeked by a set of men in spectacles. The ofTieial under-
strapper takes fright at the least sign of an informality, for
he lives by such mi,n,ti,p. Well, plentv of countries would
be satisfied with that

; but Xapoleon w(..,t further. He great
organizer as he was. re-established .Mipn-me ma-istrates in
one court, a nnK,n.. court in the world. Tb.se functionaries
spept their days in checking off all the bills, pav-sheets muster-
rolls, deposit certificates, receipts, and statements of expendi-
ture, and all th.' files an<l bundb's nf wasteoaper which the
staff first eovercfl with writing. Thn<e niistere jnd-res pos-
sessed a talent for mimificv. a g.>nius for investigation and a
lynx-eyed perspicacity in book-keeping, which reached such an
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oxtrcmo, that tluy unit llir(.ii;,'li cv.'rv coliiiiin of additions
in tlu'lr (|Ufst <.f fmii-l-. Tlicy wtTt- Mililinic martyrs of
arithiiiotic; they woul.l mm.I hack a ^tuU'iiifiit of acrount,
to a supcrintondriit of aiiny ^mns Lccanst; thoy had detected
an error of two faitliiii^'> made (wo years previously. So the
Freiuh adminiMratiun i^ tli,. most incornipiililf service that
ever ueennndatcd wastcpapcr on tlic snrface of the fi\nho;
theft, as Tlis Kxcellciicy ohxTved just now, it all hut im-
possihle in Frajiee, and malversation a fi^rnieiit of the imag-
ination.

"Well, where is the ohjection? France draws an annual
revenue of twelve hiindred tnillioiis. and she spends it; that
is all. Twelve hundred millions come into her eash-hox, and
twelve hundred millions jjo out. She actually handles two
milliards four hundred millions, and only pays two and a
half per cent to <,niarintee herself a^'ainst leakapc. Our
political kitchen aecouiu only amounts to si.xty millions; the
gendarmerie, the law-courts, the prisons, anddeteetives cost
us more and do nothing' in return. And we find emplovment
for a class of men who are fit for nothing else, you may he
very sure. The waste, if waste there i<i, could not be better
regulated; the Chambers are art and part in it; the public
money is squandereil in strictly lejral fashion. The real
leakajje consists in onlerin^j public works that are not needed,
or not immediately needed; in alteriiij,' .soldiers' uniforms,
in ordering men-of-war witliout ascertaining whether timber
is dear or no at the time; in unnecessary preparations for
war; in paying the delits of a state without demanding
repayment or security, and so forth, and so forth."

Baudoyek. "But the employe has nothing to do with
leakage in high quarters. ;Niisnianagement of national
affairs concerns the statesman at the helm."
The Mimsteu (his conversation bring concluded).

"There is truth in what des Lupeaulx was saying just now;
but" (turnintj fn Rattdoi/rr) "you must bear in mind that no
one is looking at the matter from a statesman's point of view.
It does not follow that because such and such a piece of ex-

^
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peiiditurc ua> limvi.-i' oi- cn^ii iiH'k'f^ lliat it was a ca,- :<[

iiialadiiiiiii>tratiiiii. In aiiv la.-c, it si'tf^ iiioiicv (inula-,
ami 111 Ki-aiuc, nf all rouiilrics, .-ta^Miaiioii in trade is i'ati:;,

bc'caii.-o the prol'oiiiidly illooi,;,] Juiliit ,,)• hnardin;: ( i.;. i~

so pivvalciii in the •.ni\ iiiccs, and so iiuicli <;uld is kept out of
firfulatioii as it is

"

Till: I)i;i'iTV (irlio luhs bim lislrniii;/ in dc.f LupcauLr).
"Hut it xTUis to iiu' that if Your Ivxi cilciicv is rii^ht. and
if our witty friend here" (hikuuj ,!,.< Lui'r,ii:i.r Inj //" nnn).
"if our frii'iul i> niit wrong, what ..iv wc to think:-"

l)i-:.s LffioAii.x {iiflfr cirluuii/iiH/ a </',•//, • iritli the Min-
ister). ••Suiiieihing iiiu-t he dnnr. no donhi."

I->E l.A Bi{ii;i;i; (diljuhnlhi) . 'Then .M. IJahourdin is

right ?"

rm-; Ml.\isri;i;. "I am uuin;: tu m'c Kahnnrdin."
Des Lfi'KAii.x. "The jxior man wa- >.. misLMiidcd as to

constitute hiiii,-elf supreiin' jud.-v ..f tl;e a<imini^tration
and th(> stiff; he wants to have no mere than three depart-
Jiicnts."

'J'lit-: .MiNisTKi! (iiiternipliin/). "Why. the man is mad I"

The I)!:im TV. "Uew is he ;:oiiit,r t,, r-pre^-ni the dilTeront
parties in the Cliamher:-"

H.\fl)OYl-;i! (irifli (HI air tintl ii i.nr'il In l,< L-nowimi).
"Perhaps, at tlie sanu' time. M. liahounlin is chanLrinj,' the
Constitution which we owe to the Kiii;r-[,e:rislator."

Till-: Ml\isTi:i; ('iriminq tl,,,i;ylilfiil. /,d-fs ,'- l-t !h-i,'rr

hi/ the arm and steps aside). -I should like to hx.k at F{a-

bourdin's -elieme : and sin(e \-ou know ahoiM it

"

\h: i.A Hkikhk {in the enhimt). "He has Imh'ikmI it all.

You allowed him to he di>honored: he has ivsiLrned. You
must not suppose, mv lord, tli:!' h-.- entertained the jtreposter-
ous idea, attrihuted to him hy des I.upeaul.v. ..f makinir any
chanofe in tin' admirahle <-enlra!izaf inn ,,f authority."
The MiNtsTElf Itn himself). •'! have mad, a mistake."

(.4 moment's ivniw). ••Bah ! there will never be any seareity
of schemes of reform

"

De i.A !ii;in;!:. ••W.. have ideas in plenty, we lack the
men that can earrv them out."

I
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Just then dcs Liipoaulx, iiiMiiualiii- advocalc of abu^e!>,
entered tiie cabinet.

!i^.^'",*f*^'"^'
^^""'" ^" "'>' ^'""^stituent.s Your Excellency."'

"Wait!" returned His Excellency, and turning' from his
private secretary, he drew dcs Lui)eaulx to a window. "tJive
up that arrondis.senicnt to lue, my dear fellow; vou shall
have the title of Count, an(' I will pay your debt.-".

And—and if I am .-till in ollicc after nc'xt'election, 1 will find
a way of ])ultiiig you in with a batch to be made a peer of
France."

"\ou are a man of honor; I accept."'

And so it came to pass that Clement Chardin des Lupoaulx,
whose father was ennobled by Louis X\'., and bore iiuartcrlij

;

of the first, anjcnt, u wulf s<ihlr, nuissuiil. carniimj a lamb,
gules; of the sceoinl, piirpiir. three bitek-les anjeut. two and
one; of the third, barrij of sir. ;ju!es and ar^init; of the
fourth, gules, a euducens wingnl and wreathed with serpents,
vert; with four gritlins' claws for supporters; and i:\ i.ci-i-s

IN iiisToKiA for a motto. mana,<:cd to surmount his half-
burlestpic escutcheon with a Count"s coronet.

Towards the end of December ls;5(), Jxisiiiess brought Ra-
bourdin back to his old ollicc. The whole department had
heen shaken by changes from top to bottom; ami the revolu-
tion affected the messengers more than anvbodv else they
are never very fond of new faces. Kimwing all the people in
the place. Ral)our(lin had come early in the morning, and so
chanced to overhear a conversation between Laurent's
nephews, for AntoiiK- had lieen pensioned.

''Well, how is your chief?"

"Don't speak of him: I can make nothing of him. He
rings to ask whether I have seen his pocket-handkerchief or
liis snuff-box. He does not keep people waiting, but ha> them
shown in at once ; he has not the least dignity, in fact. I mv-
.«elf am o])liged to say. 'Why. sir. the Count, your predecessor.
in the interests of authority, used to whittle his armchair with
a penknife to make people believe that he worked.* Tn short,
he makes a regular muddle of it; the place does not know
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itself to my thinking; h, is a \ery poor creature. How i

yours.''

"Mine? Oh, I have iranu'd him at hist; he knows wher
Ins pajXT and ..„v(.io],es an- k.-,,., an-l where the lireuood i.and all h,s tlun^s. .My other used to swear; this one is good

ordo. at h,s hntlonhoh. J like a ehief to have an order

mortif n,g. II., takes home otli.e stationery, and asked me i:

'?!'
, ^'*J

^" '"' """^' "• """ "t ^^•"'1'^' parties."
^^.\ti. what a (Jovernnient, niy dear fellow !""

"^ e!<, a set of swindlers."
"I wish they may not nibble at our poor salaries"
I am afraid they will. The Chambers keep a sharp look-out on you. They haggle „ver the fin-wood

" ^

^^^JOh well, if that is the .4yle of them, it will not last

"We are in for i! ! Sem-bodv is listenin.'"

_

"'Oh! it is M. hVibourdui tha't um^I t,, be.
sir, I knew you by your wav of (oiriii!" in
want anything h.Te, ih.n" is n..bu,]v" thai wi
rospeet tha, is owu,g to vo„

: ther. ,< nobo.lv of vonr time
loft now but us. M. Coll,.,!.. ,.,„d M. Baudover did notwear out th:- leather on the,r .I.Mrs after vou went Lord '

tlLHt Pari!./'

'""'^^ *'" ^"' ''•I^I-'"*--^-^ - --vers of

PabU, July 1838.

. . Ah

!

• If you
know the






