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T CATHOLIC SHIELD,

VALEDICTORY,

The present number, as previously intimaited, is the
last issuc of the Carnoric Suterb. Thoe publieation
does not cease for Iack of support, but becanse the Editor.
owing to other demands on his time, cannot longer
attend to its supervision.

Asour little periodieal was not ushered into existence
for the purpose of * filling a want long felt” in the
community, we sdo not suppose there are any who will
have reason to lament its demise; indeed we do notfeel
any inclinativn to weep onrsclves.

They say that “the good die young.” Tt were.
perhaps. moro truthful to say, “the young die good.”
But taking the proverb as it runs, must not we be very,
very gnod, to be thus early romoved from the wicked
company of the printer’s devil !

To omr putrous aud contributors we return our best.
thanks; 1o our brothers of the press, our hearty
scknowledgements for exchanges and other favors

received. Vale! Vale!

OTTAWA, MARCH—APRIL, 1882.

May we rest in peace!

SEPARATE SCHOOL INSPECTION.

We are pleased to vecord the appointment of M
White, late Principal of the Lindsay Separate Schools,
as lnspector of Separate Schools for Ontarvio. Mr.
Whitc is a young gentleman of ability, and his training
and oxperience have been such as to warrant tho
prediction that he will perform the duties of his new
position with success. When Archbishop TLynch
generously offered a reward of one hundred dollars to
the first Roman Catholic student who would secure u
Firat Class Certificate, Grade A, from the Toronto Nor-
mal School, My, White carvied off the honors. We hepe
that he may be of great serviee to the cause of education
generally in bis new position.—Canada School Journal,
March.

Mr. James Francis White, of Trenton, holder of
First Class Grade A, Public School Teacher’s Certificate
and 2t Public School Inspector’s Certificate. has been
appointed to the Inspectorship of Roman Catholic
Separate Schools sanctioned by the Legislature last
sessjon, The chief duty belonging to the new oftice
wis formerly dischavged by the High School Inspectors,
when three in number instead of two as at present.
—Glahe, Marel 25.

Mr. White was until vecently Principal of the Lind-
say Separate School. wkich, under his management,
became one of the most successful in the province. o
enters his new office highly recommended by Father
Stafford and other leading edueationists in that section,
and it 1s confidently expeeted that ho will prove a most
efficient Inspector.

The creation of this office and the appointment of
Mr. White fully bears out our cstimate of Mr. Crook’s
friendliness tawards Separate Schools,and effectively dis-
poses of the counter chavges from time to time trumped
up against him for political purposes. Mr. Crqoks has
always given due consideration to proper representa-
tions from proper quarters in Catholic interests, but
“cranks” like Mv. Bell he descrvedly treats with
contempt.

Probably it will be found necessary ta appeint u
xecond Inspector next year. If so, we feel quite certain
that the Minister will act with oqual promptness, and
select none ut a person equally well qualitied for the
position,
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A LITTLE BIT OF ENGLISIL (MIS) RULE
IN IRELAND.

(Concluded )

Of course there was something to be gained by all
this murdering of Irishmen~-remuneration to be had
for this * putting man and woman and child to death”
so loyally Doasted of by Sir Humphrey Gilbert
(Raleighs half brother) ; and it gives us a rave insight
into the titles of some of the Irish landlords of the
present day.  Raleigh had long wished to seize on the
Castle of Barry’s Cowrt, and the adjoining island,
ostensibly Dbecause it “was a great strength and a
safety for all passengers between Cork and Youghall,”
but in reality because he hoped to get it as a reward
for his services. This estato which extended from
Rostellan Castle to Fota included one side of Cork
harbor. Raleigh thus modestly asks it of Sir Francis
Walsingham in 1581:

«1 bescedn your Honor that I may by your means
“cnjoy the keeping of this Barre Court and the Island ;
“or that it will please your Honor to writ to my Lord
« Deputy, that he will contirm it unto me. Thus humbly
« I take my leve, reposing myselfe and my estat upon
s your Ifonor's favor.

« From Cork tho 25th of February.”

Raleighs petition was not ganted. His want of
suecess did not damp his ardor--in asking. Four yeavs
later, and one year after his first expedition to Amerien,
he asked, and this time obtained from Ilisabeth a
grant of 12.000 acres in the province of Munster. A
marginal note in her own handwriting, on the warrant,
attests the Queen’s anxiety to hasten the completion of
the grant.  * Bis dat qui aito dat.””  Amidst the foreign
undertakers who were devouring the lands of the Barl
of Desmond, and the plunder of tho Chureh, our
[Knight of the Velvot.Cloak was evidently the favourite,
and was allowed to pick and choo~e. Ile began at the
< havan roiall ” of Youghall and at both ~ides of the
river took the best. ¢ Ruleighs broad lands” says M.
Bdwards ¢ were thickly wonded.”  Molana  Abbey,
where Raymeond le Gros is buricd, was granted to
Raleigh the year after the monastery was dissolved.
The Preceptory of the Knights Templar at Rencrew
and the confiscated lands of the order were granted 10
Raleigh by letters patent that are =till preserved in the
Duke of Devonshires archives at Lismare.  With such
renumeration before their eves is it to be wondered at,
tnat the sordid sons of English gentlomen shewed them-
selves such zealous Dbutchers of the Irvishry. With
such a title to their lands  before them, can Jrish "and-
lords of the present day be said to have any ?

Some recent wriiers have sought to prose taat
neither religious animosity nor nationality played any
great part in these Elizabethian excesses in Ireland
The land question (land grab) they argue was the
question of the day  This only lowers these excesses to
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a lower noteh of infamy. The more sordid tho motive,
other things being equal, the more degrading the
crime. That “shop” is essentinlly an English idoa,
wo allow; and is certainly & more degrading one than
“Church.” Granting their contontion wo must look
upon the Elizabethian ountrages as far less excusable
than the Crownwellinm. Meanwhilo poor Ireland as fur
as she was concerned found no great differonce.
Whether down from matives of “shop” or of “ Chureh”
they were tho same atrocities. .

It may be interesting to some of our readers, whilst
it will.illustrate another phase of BEuglish mis-rule, to
know what has become of all those wooded lands, which
won for Ireland from the ancient chroniclers the name
of * Fiodha Inis,” tho island of the trees. In a letter
addressed to Liord Burghly in 1588, Mr. George Longe
in the true spirit of an Englixh (mis) ruler urges my
Lord Treasurer to transfer to lreland thirteen out of
the fifteen glass manufactories then existing in England,
for the reason that *the woods of England wnll le
thereby preserved, and the woods of Iroland wasted,
than which in time of rebellion her Majesty hath no greater
enemy there Gauging this idea with the suppression in
after yecars of the woolen and other teades in Ireland,
we shall find it a principle of Englizh mis-rule to
introduce manufactories in Ireland when they will e
prejudicial, and to suppress them when they will be
beneficial to her—an admirable principle of mis-rule,
and one which throws considerable light upon England’s
modern fear that Galway may become a port of
departure.

Raleigh, still in the interests of moncy making,
brought over gangs of English wood-cutters and saon
made short work of venerable groves of oak and yew,
wherever the waters of Avondue and its tributavies
could comvey timber 1o his ships at Youghall.  As it
was the age of monopolies (the good Queen Bess granted
1 monopoly of ali the old shoes in her dominion)
Raleigh obtained one for exporting pipe-staves to the
continent, and tor years the wines of Fyance, Spain and
even Italy came to England in Raleigh's hogaheads of
Irish wood. When Spencer first welcomed Raleigh to
Kilcolman Castle it was

Bordered with & woad
Of matchless hight, that scem’d the carth to disdaine
In which all trees of honor stately stood.

Ina few jears not a tree was left, and *the wondy
Kilcolman ™ stood bLefore the world a few naked fields
smrvounding the bare and burnt walls of the castle.
Mcet emblem of English mis-vule in Ireland.  Let the
American travelier in Treland, as his eye wonders over
these bleak hills and woodless valleys, keeps well in
mind the fact, that o'er the Saxon invader trod the
land those hills and valleys were clothed with stately
oak and sombre yew; but that when English land
hunger had setiled in her plains, those noble oaks and
sombre yews wers ruthlessly cut down, lest their
mereiful branches should stay  the English sabve as it




fell on crouching child and nursing mother in its
mission of utter extermination. The thought will serve
to nourish in his breast an ardent admiration for the
many benuties of English rule in Ireland.

Lord Grey—that Lovd Grey who was Raleigh's first
master and from whom he doubtless drew his iuspi-
ation,—said, that the only way to deal with Ireland
was by “a Mahometan conguest.” Mr. Froude of cecen-
tric memory is of the sama opinion, and calls it “a
cruel but in the long run a merciful snggestion,””  We
do not know but that Froude is right. Better exter-
wination pure and simple, than to be allowad to inerease
and multiply for a slow death, better the dull heavy
thud of hanging and all over, than the slow silent
steaining of the rack tor centuries repeated: e le
Guillotine ! a bas viva-seetion !

Bat then what a state of governmontal imbecility does
this plea acknowledge? * Dragonwde™ i3 not govern.
ment. Putting man and woman and child to death.”
tears down the charter of the most ancient regime. You
are out of court O Englund, in your government of
Ircland; by virtue of seven centuries of miserable
fuilure therein you are out of court. Would to God you
had intelligence enough to see it! Whom the gods
wish to destroy. them they fivst rendor imbecile.

M. Froude thinks, that had Cromwell lived he would
have completed ‘“a Mahometan conquest,” i. e. a
conguest of utter extermination. And yet it had been
already tried and—failed. Whatever ideas of gain may
have been the ulterior aim of Raleighs acts, there is no
doubt that Elizabeth's Irish policy (and no one felt this
more than Raleigh) was Mahometan. Elizabeth’s reign
was not a short one. From the time when the Lord
Deputy Sussex arvanged with her for the assussination
of John O’Neill down to her last interview with Raleigh
was a period of torty years. During that time the only
servants she rewmeded for work in [reland were the
Mabometan conguest ones. 1t was not  victories, it
was extermination she wanted. Sussex with his hirved
assassing and poisoners was a failure and was rewarded.
Ormond and the second Essex were recalled because
Raleigh thought he had discovered somo thought of
Irish intevests intermingled with their BEnglish work.
Ormond was relentless enough in all conscience, but he
was not prepared with the Gilberts and Cavews to get
the Irish 1o come in from the woods and mountains of
Dahallow, umler pledge of proteetion, and then seizing
then: unprepiu ed, 1o hang them up as Raleigh did from
the North-Gate Bridgo to the Rel Abbey of Cork, To
Ormond the ITrish were human beings with human
rights. To the English they were vermin to be cleared
olf the earth by any moeans that otferod.  And with
what result ? One of Ireland’s most relentless encmies
in thexe our days notes these results with an evident
inward chuckle. *7The cntire Province of Munster,”
says Mr. Froude, * was utterly depopulated. Heeatombs

of helpless crestures, the aged, the sick and the blind,
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the young mother and the babo at her breast, had
fallen under the Bunglish sword: and though the
authentic dotails of tho struggle have heen forgotten,
thoe memory of a vague horror remains imprinted in the
national traditions.”

It is a ploasing picture truly this littlo bit of English
(mis) rule in [reland, and ono well calculated withal to
inspire the Ireland of today with contidence in
buckshot poliey.,

0B

- @ ——

WIY 1 DO NOT ACCEPT DARWINISM.

(POPULARLY STATED.)

Amongst the inhabitants of the sea arve certain fleshy
substances, in form resembling plants or flowers, called
by Zoologists Polypi (we will call them polipods) sud by
others of less sciontitic attainments Sex-anemones, The
stalk, such as it iy, is in reality a stomach, and around a
mouth of no very handsome form, but doubtless a useful
one vnough, are numerous arms, which flont about in
search of prey. Our polypod friend is of so simple a
turn of mind, and so adaptive to circumstances withal
that of youturn him inside ont, as you do your
stocking, the new interior becomes a new stomach, aud
the whole animal cconomy, refusing to be stayed by
trifles, proceeds as usual. To say that those proceedings
are simple in the extreme goes without saying. They
comsist in fact of eating and rejecting, for the food
veturns by tho ovitice through which it entered, u
simplicity of arrangement more to be admired in the
breach than in the practice. {rritate our friend, and he
will imaediately turn himself wrong-side out, (if such
an amiable gentleman can have a wrong side) and will
thus deprive himself of his last meal to please u
ueighbour. Any portion of this curious customer cut
oft from the rest, becomes in a short time a new
ccunomy setting up for itself, and asserting its polipod
individuality with as much assurance and vigour as an
Alexander or a Napoleon.

Now here from the Darwinian point of view, we have
the great progenitor of man, ILeave him alone only
long enough—this pudgey little belly without legs will,
thanks to natwral selection and the battle for life,
become uman,

To ~ay that we do not like Darwinism would not be
to state the trath.  Dramatically, or from the point of
view of pantomine, we love and admire Darwinism
immensely.,  From tho point of view of philosophy and
common-scense (which are or ought to be the same
thing) our love and admiration are considerably
madified.’ .

Popularly stated Darwinism, or what is more pro-
perly called Evolution, supposes man, as the highest
type of animal ovganism, to have been evolved out of
some lower type of organism — this lowor type
to have been evolved in its turn out of a-still lower
organism, and so on until you arrive at the lowest of
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all animal organisms, which for tho sake of simplicity
we will suppose to be owr polypod friend, that demo-
ralized being, all belly and no legs, wo have just
introduced to our readers. In other words, to oxpress
Evolution still more popularly (for we are not writing
a scientific treatiso) man has ¢ loveled up” from the
polypod through the ape to man. Our poots have
formulated this theory with a cortain genial sarcasm.
Lord Neavo puts it:

« An ape with a pliable thumb and big brain,

Whoen the gift of the gab, ho had managed to gain

As a lord of creation establisked his reign
Whicls nobody can deny.”

Iere our poet gives the pith of the refutation of
Darwinism nearer perhaps than he was aware of. But
this s to anticipate. Mortimer Collins gives us the
samo iden in other words and livelier verse :

« There was au ape in the days that were carlier
Centuries passcd and his hair became curlier;
Centuries more gave a thumb to his wrist ;

Then he was Man and a Positivist ”

Now at first sight this theory, though scarcely com-
plimentary to man from an ancestral point of view, is
a very fascinating aud plunsible one. There is always
something fascinating in a self-made man. To see a
milionaire with his palace homo and fairy gardens, his
fast horses and immense balance at his bankers, and to
learn as an hListorical fact, that this merchant prince
has evolved himself, or fo use the more homely phrase
has ¢ leveled up” from the guttor child, through the
successive stages of street arab, crossing-sweeper, boot-
black, coster-monger, fruitdealer, man-on-change, to
the merchant prince is lilke a glimpse of fairy land, or
a chapter from the Arabian Nights, So with Man in
his relation to the polypod. To sco this noblest of
God's creatures, ‘Man, and to learn from him, that
though now so noble, so powerful, so refined, he was
once only adirty littlo sac—eating and spewing and
cating again:—to find him passing from this cul-de-sac
of polypod-dom through all the different stages of
insect, fish, reptile, bird and animal life to man, is a
page of romance never dreamt of even in eastoro story.
T’is a wonderous picture doubiless—but is it true? We
think not—and for this reason.

In this ascent from the polypod to man, we have
evidently a new accession of power, which the ovolu-
tionists have failed to account for. The evolutionists
have never told us the exact ladder of animal life by
which the polypod has walked up to man. Po-itivists
as they are, or profess to be, they wre not paositive on
this. But they have told us in general terms, that the
asceut has been mado through certain non-speci‘ie!
animals; by a passage from one lower type to o higheir
Now this passage from a lower type to a higher
implies the accession of somo new force. They call it
by the spccious name of “natural selection,” * the
battle for life,” and “a geological number of yoars.”
Call it by what names they like, it is & fresh force—a
force outside the type, and is unaccounted for. It isin
fact the fairy wand of the pantomine, changing the

toad-stool into a blooming rose of gigantic proportions,
and this again into “ a blushing girl of sweet sixteen."”
Now as in the pantomine the fairy wand is something
outside the toad.stool, the blooming rose, and the
blushing maiden, so in the progress of our polypod
friend to man-dom, “ nutural selection,” ¢ the battle for
life”” and “a goological term of yonrs,” are forces
outsido species, and must be accountod for as accurately
as spocies itsolf, if Evolution has to be accepted as a
philosophic account of man. .

Hoere then is our answor to the question, * Why do you
not accept Darwinism ?” because Darwinism implies,
that at every step of the ascent to man, there has been
vostulated a frosh influx of power, a gradual absorbing
of new qualitics; or as Dr. Martineau has expressed it
in tho jurgon of the schools—an aggregate of inappro-
ciablo increments is simultaneously equated—in its
cause to nothing, in its effect to the whole of things.
As Shakespear would put it—* too much bread to such
an inconscionable little sack.,” That would be a poor
Euclid which should have moro postulates than proofs.

There aro notably 'two other processes, wherein the
evolutionists postulate this fresh influx of power; in
other words wherein they constantly fail to account
for the new olements they introduce into their rational
of evolution: first, in the transition from inorganic to
organic life; and second in the long ascent from matter
and mechanical forco to the humar mind and will.

An organic whole i3 not the mere sum total of the
constituent atoms. “The parallel,” says Huxley,
“ between o whirlpool and a living being is as just ag it

s striking. Tho whirlpool is permanent, but the
particles of water which constitute it are incessantly
changing.” The turmoil of molecules in a living being
may, he thinks, be iikened to the vortex of Niagara,
whorein the vortex is unchanged for centuries, whilst
the drops of water which constitute it are changing
every moiaont. Now it is precisely here that Evolu-
tionism is weak and incomplete—it is here again that
it postulates a fresh influx of force without accounting
for it. If the molecules in a living being are always
changing like tho molccules of the vortex of Niagara
and yot that living beoing is ever constituted by atoms
eutering, ranning their course and then going out,
what fresh power is it that makes those atoms a living
being whilst they are running theiv conrse, and leaves
them only atoms hefore their entrance and after their
exit from the animal vortex ? Until Bvolutionism has
explained this power we cannot accept, it as the true
accodant of mnan.
H. B.

THE SECRET OF THE CRUCIFIN*

JY KLEANOR C. DONNELLY.

It hung above a little Western altar,

Within & chiapel vowed to Lima's Saint—
Axylum of St, Rosc! 'twas ¢y dear altar.
Which held that Crucifix, antique aud guaint.

* The incident Of this beautifol poer fs founded on a fact of racent
oecurrence in one of the Iargest citios of the Wesl,—Eo. ** Avx Mara.”
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‘That old and homely symbol of Redemption,
Worn by the touch of time, and dark with age,
Revealing still to reverent attention

The Sacred Wounds— Love’s dearest heritage ;—

For more than thirty years, the white-capp’d Sisters
Had, knedling, bowed before its sacred shrine,
Whence, 1ike the brazen serpent in the desert,

Was lifted up Salvation's mystic sign.

But nonce amongst them, not the eldest daughter
Of all 5t Vincent's band that worshipp'd there,
Could tell whence cume that Cross above the altar,
Or who had throned it in that place of prayer.

But, as the years, (each one a trauquil river),

Bwept with their peaceful freight to God’s great Sea,
Like gentle doves their nest adoning ever,

‘Fle Sisters 'round that shrine wrought ceasclessly.

Aund what with linens and with fleecy laces,
With flowers, and lights to guard the sacred Pyx,
‘I'he sanctunry's fresh and mdiaut graces

uite put to shame the time-worn Crucitix.

And so it chanced, one duy, that some sweet Sister,
Moved by a zeal for God's fuir dwelling-place,

Set a new crucitix above the altar,

And bore away the ancient sign of grace,

And to that spot, that pure and peaceful chamber,
T'he room of the Community,—she went :

Before a statue of our Blessed Lady,

The homely image placed: and was content,

A day clapsed @ but one bricf day, and busy,
When, like & flower, fresh with morning dew,
Fresh with the dews of pmyer, the Saur Assisi
(A little sutfering Sister) closer drew,

‘To the old Crueifix. Aronnd it Hoated

A ruddy glow, as if from fiory heat
Hidden within j—a rusty hinge she noted
Beneath the shadow of the Wounded Feet,

Aund, pressing on it with a trembling tinger,
The Cruciix swung open at its buse,

And in that little secret, hollow chamber,
Beholdl revealed, a tiny silver vase!

A cross upon its lid, its fair enclosure
Fretted with gold,—a long-forgotten shrine :
Within the tiny cup (O strange disclosure b)
‘Lhe Sister taw the Sacuen Host divine!

Borne on the bosom of some missionary

(Whose bones long siuce had crumbled into dust.:
Over the breezy streteh of Western prairie,

‘Thro’ summer sunshine and thro’ wintry gust

The Crucifix had gone upon its mission,
Hid in the breast of pastor brave and bLold,
Bearing the dear Lord in His tiny prison
Unto the sick and dying of the fold.

Until, perchance, the shephend's feet had faltered
Beside some rushing stream, in some dim wood ;
And, one sad day, with visage white and altered.
They found him, dead, in that wild solitude ;

And, searching, lifted from that breast, in sorrow,
The little Crucifix, which gave no sign

Of the great Presence hidden in its hollow,
Under the shadow of the Feet divine?

O Crucifix! thou tellest the sweet story

With the mute speech of every Waounded Limb,
Tellest of onc who perislied for God's glory,
And for the precivus souls redecmed by Him.

And as (tho’ long-couceal’d) thy Guest, nabidden,
Revealed Himself most graciously at Inst.

S0 shall that Christian hero's name, long hidden,
Shine forth, one day. all glorious from the past.

VERONICA.

The Woman Who Handed a Veil to Jesus With Which to Wipe Hts Fuce.

When Jesus was on his way to be eracified, a woman
came out of her house to look ut the procession going
to Calvary, and sceing lim pale, disfigured, and
covered with blood, could not restrain herself at the
sight; but overcome with compassion, she pushed her
way through the soldiers, and presented Ilim a veil
whorewith to wipe His adovable faco. Jesus pressed it
to Ilis countonance and, thanking her, returned it.
Phis woman was callod Bevonice. It was she, accord-
ing to the general belief, who had beon cured of a flux
of blood by simply touching the hom of 1Iis sacred
aarment,.

IHowever oxtraordinavy the action of this pious
‘woman may appear, says tho author of “The Last
Journey and Memorvinls of tho Redeemer,” those who
know the then existing custom among Jewish women
of wearing a woolen, silk or cotton veil on the neck or
head, will not be surprised at it, ns we also know that
it was customary to offer it to friends met in tears or
who were otherwise suffeving.  Thix, then, isin fact the
primary signification of the word shroud, which Bergier
defines in his theological dictionary: “A veil or hand-
kerchief to wine the face.” ‘This woman, therefore,
only contormed to the custom of her country, though
she had to encounter the fury of tho soldiers and the
vough treatment of the mob; and by her charity amd
generosity she was worthy of winuing a pledge of
eternal love. Her action, so full of devotion, will be
extolled in all ages; and pions souls will blews her
uncetsingly for the honor she rendered to Jesus in Iis
painful agony.

A low door at the left side of ane of the streets of
Jerusalem ard a pillav of red granite lying almost at
right angles with the ontrance indicate the houso of
thiz holy woman; *or, to speak more correctly, the
place on which that house was built, for even the ruins
of it have disappeared, and it is now the site of the
habitation of a Greek fumily.” (Geramb, t. i. p. 324.)
Thix is the Sixth Station of the Cross, distant about one
huandred and fourteen paces from whoere Simon began
to help Christ to carry the (rosg; between the two the
road rises moderately.

Entering her house and unfolding her veil this
woman sees, with mingled feelings of wonder, joy, and
tendevness, that Jesus in Ilis infinite power had
vequited her compassion by imprinting upon this cloth
the image of 1Iis divine fuce such as she had just seen
it, pale and distignred. What a precious memorial
bequeathed to her by the Saviour! From that moment
she was no longer known among the fuithful by her
former name of Berenice. but by that of Veronica, a
name camposed of two waords, the one Latin and the
other (sreck—vera, deon, truo image.

Kept during the fivst stages in the Catacombs, this
miraculons image passed into the Constantinian basilica
of tho Vatican. It is now at St. Peter's in Rome, under
the name of Volta Santo. It is preserved with other
relics in ane of tho four pitlars which sustain the domeo
of tho basilicsn.  “The relies, which are shown to the
people on certain days,” says Baron de Geramb, ‘‘ave
preserved in elegant niches above the statues, to whjch
they ascend by steps hewed to the thickness of pilaste rx.
Only the Canons of St. Peter’s can ascend to them; sa
that whoever desires to see them mast first be named
titularly canon of that chureh, & favor which is accord-
ed oniy 10 strangers of great distinetion.  In the year
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1625 Urban VT gave this title to Ladisluns, who
afterwards beeame  King of Dolund, and in 1700
Innocent XIT gave it to Cosmus [I1, Grand Duke of
Tuseany. At an earlier peviod, in the yemr 1425, the
Bwmperor Frederie 1T, being at Rome tor his coronation,
received from Nichofas V' permission to see, in the
habit of canon, the veil of St.” Veronica.” ( Voy. a flome)
In a fragment of one of those numerous works of
pioty mentioned of St. Jerome, which has been happily
tennsmitted to us, St Methodius, Bishop of Tyre, about
the year 311, and soon afterwards & martyr, has pre-
sorved the interesting account of the transiution of this
relic to Rome.  Iloro iy the substance of his narrative ¢
Che fame of the miracles of our Saviour had rouched
the ears of Tilerius through public ramor and the
official reports of Pilate. The emperor having tallen
sicks, desired to see this extraordinary personage whos
was living in Judea. < If e be u god,” ~aid he, « e
can cure mo; if e be aman, He can help me by s
counsel.” Ile called one ofhis officers, named Volu-
sianus, and sent him to Palestine with orders to bLrine
Jesus to him.  The oflicer embarked immediately, bnz
having an adverso voyage, he areived in Juden only
anter the death of our Lord, Not being able to accom-
plish his mission, he wished at least to bring back to
the emperor some memorial of the Nuzavene. e
learned that a woman who was living in the ety of
Pyre had been cured by Jesus and that she pns~6.~.\cd
Uis portrait.  Volusiznus seut for her and obliged her
to follow him with the likeness. On his return Volu.
sianus presented this woman to Tiberins, on sceing
whom the emperor asked herif it were true that she
had been cured. “It is 50," replied the woman,
presenting the image of our Saviour to Piberins, who
was enred on the spot.  Penctrated with gratitnde, the
cmperor repaired 10 e Senate and proposed to place
Jesus among thay number of the gods, The ~enators
refused. upon which the prince, giving way to his
anger and resentment, put to death mauy of the mem-
bers of this illustrious assembly. Ax to the womau of
"Tyre, she remained at Rome and bequeathed the imnge
of the Saviour to I’f)p_c St. Clement, who cavefuliy
preserved it and transmitied it to his successors.
Severnl observations may he made on this tradition :
1st. It says that Tiberios knew the miracles of our
Saviour. Thix faet is also attested by Tertullian and
St. Justin, who say in their Apologies that the acts of
our Saviour, written by Pilate, were preserved at Rome
in the archives of the Senate; apd wo know moreover
that the governors it the provinces used to xend to the
emperors aceounts of all the extraordinary events that
transpired under their  administrations. A similar
practise prevails even now in France, in England, and
in many other countries. Zud It contains no cirenms-
tance repugnant to reasen, or which contradicts known
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facts. 3ed. It affirms that Tiberins, freitated at the
refusal of the Senate 1o have Jesus Christ admitted into
the number of the gods, avenged himself upon that
body by putting many of'its members to death.  Thix
detail. =0 fir from being contrary to history, in reality
aceords with it by giving the veason of o fuet reported
by Tacitus and  Suctonins—that is, the vengeiunce
exercised by Tiberius against the Senate.  lHowever
this tradition ,may be regarded, ono thing is certain,
that the sacred veil has been honored at the Vatican
trom the remotest antiqnity.  As early as the cighth
centary a salemn fanst was established in its honor.

Tt witl be said, however, that tho sacred veil is

honored in several churches, just as certain crities of

our day are not afwid to assort that the budy of tle

samo martyr is honored in many places. We will
briefly voply to these pretended difficulties: 1st. b
imports but little what pases in other churches; it
suftices 1o know that the saered veil is presorved ut
Rome, invested with tho three principal proofs of
authenticity—the antiquity of its tostimonials, the
priovity of its vencration, and the judgment of com-
petent anthority,  2nd. The simultuncous oxistenco of
seversl veils or korebiefs, sanetified by the touch of the
Saviour, is not impossible; indeed, to those who are
acquainted with the history of tho first Christians it
oven scems rrob.tblc. Many may havo been called
saered veils because they contained particles of the
true one. Particles, or even dust of filing«, from the
true cross are frequently deposited in others of varions
materinls,  Now, in the common language of Chris-
tinns, these second nails are called sacrel; and, although
they have pierced neither the hands nor the feet ofvur
Savionr. they are not thoe less objects of'a just veneration.
Many other answers could Le given, Imt we have
already pas<ed the limits of simpte note

The Veronicas venerated in certain  churebes ean
only be fae similes, with perhaps a fringo from the
border of the oviginal; or they may, perhaps, have
simply tonched it T myself’ po-sess one of these latter
fuc-similes imprinted an linen, which was given me ar
Rome. Those who desive more ample detuils of this
holy relic, its anthenticity, the sofemniticn of which it
has been the objeet in all Christian ages, ete., will tind
them fully set forth in the Bollandists” collection, vol.
., pp dad 463, and vol, xxvii, p. ST

On my return from Rome, havine presented one of
these foly Faees to a pious lady, she observed imme-
diately that the holy crown was not repre-cated on it

With the opinion that 1 my~eif” held at the time, that
Jesus wove the thorns trom the Protovium to Calvary,
1 did not kuow what to reply. Some days afterwards,
in reading over the Bollandists, 1 believed T had found
(vol. xxvii, p. 87) the answer to this diflicaity wiere |
read that a veil had heen otfored to Jesus by St Martha
alsa, who, in company with other holy women, were
seeking Him at the moment He camo out from the
grotto of Gethsemani, immediately after IHis agony,
and before being betrayed, and that the same mivacle
asthat performed in favor of Bevenive wis then wronghs,
But I have since, I think, found a better explanation in
the text of the apocryphal gospel of Nicodemus :

* Aud Jesus went out from the Pretorivm, and the
two thieves with Him. And when they had wrrvived at
the place which i~ ealled Golgoti, the soldiess stripped
1im of lis garments and gicded Him with a cloth, and
they put on Hix head a erown of thorns, and they
placed a reed in 3is hands.  And they crucified also
two thicves,” cte.

The words of this text plainly lead us to believe that
the horrible farce of the Pretorimin was re enacted on
Calvary, that the reed and the crown, as well as the
inseription for tue eross, were borne at the head of the
procession as trophies of chastisement and as a proof
of acensation, snd that consegquently Jesus had not this
crown on when Berenice met bim. To give more
weigzht to omr supposition let us add a word on the
import of the apoeryphal writings which we have just
quoted. lischendorf and Thilo, two of the ot learned
Protestants of our day, find nothing in this gospel
indicating an origin posterior to the acts even of Pilate
and a pseudo-gospel of St. James,  There is no passage
which may not have been writtea by one ol the tuithtul
living in the first ages of the Church, Nor e we
dissent from this opiion,
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SIX WEBERS IN IRBLAND IN 1881,

BY AN ENGLISHMAN,

(From the Catholic Worll.)

We had aill been thinking, talking, and arguing a
great deal about Treland for many mouths past. Parlia.
ment hiad reassembled some weeks cearlier than was
usual, on the grounds that immediate and speeinl
legislation was imperatively vequived for the sister
island,  No soouer did Parlinment meet than the Ivish
members, and the obstraction to ordinary  business
which they thought well to organize, were the subjeet
of wotnlerment to sympathetie Fnglismen, and of exas.
peration to the more common type who would erviticise
and  condemn  any  condnet of the Irish  wmembers
merely beeause the actors were  lrismen.  London
conversation tor a fornight was divided between discus.
sions on the colduess of the wenther and the warmith
of the debates; and whilst the outer world was frost-
bownd wd snow covered to an extent almost unprece.
dented in England, some alleviation for the unusual
reverity of the winter may have been found in the
heat engendered by the exeiting and fiery talk, both
within and without the House, touching obetenetion,
coercion, ontrares, landlordism, and  land-bills.  So
things went on Jor some months, the philo-Irish dwell-
ing mainly on the absnrd exaggerations generally to be
found in the accoants of outeages; on the tevvible pro
vocation which had gouded the poor (enants to comnit
acts of revengl atmost justitied by the injustice allowed
by English mado law, Euglish inditiorence, awl English
misgovermnent, They teminded us, too, that if'such mis-
government was now slowly striving to mend itself it
wits Sl only amelioated o e as and when, by
violent and alinost Liwless agitation, England’s atten.
tion was forcibly divected to the sores aud wounds of
the people whose lwgiver and roler she had ignor
antly and presmnptuonsly dared to eleet hevscit.  The
anti-lrish, on the other hand, conld dizscuss nothing
bevond the general mirensonableness of & whele people
taking the Iaw into their own hands; of the horior of
omtrages; of the ernelties practised on defenceless
animals; of the power of Englwd, which they were
longing to put forth; of her sharp sword, which they
would gsladly <ce reddened with the bload of * those
Lrish,” yebels in heart it not actually indeed.  As their
words tonchiug a people the very clements of whose
charneter they misunderstood and of whose history
they were protoundly ignorant inereased in violence.
they heightened the excited hatred from which they
sprang, until we have listened to talk, concerning those
who e ~omewhat ironically considered as forming
part of o united Lingdom with oarselves, by the side
of which the most violent anti-English declamations of’
a Parnell or an O Counor, or oven the incendiary
speeches of 'Donovan Res<u, beeame the mere com-
monplaces of jastilinble potitieal ditferences,

Feeiing the difficulty of avriving even at an approxi-
mution to the truth, wot exactly of the two views of the
Irish difficulty-—tor these had their root in the tone of

mind and charawer of those who held them—but of

the facts on which. however crroneously, they pro-
tessed to Le bassel, we decided to combine the holiday
which isdue to every English man, woman, and child
in August with the prospeet of acquiring in Ireland
itzelfa dittle knowledge of what was really woing on
in Dieland, and tor the tivst time to malke a short tour
in the island which i~ comparatively so little visited
by English tourist-,
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Finding onvselves in the west of ngland, we ventur-
ed to risk a twenty houws' erossing from Bristol to
Cork—a step we should not recommend any to take
who are =erivusly inconvenienced by the seu, for the
Channol is rarely quite smooth and on th.+ oceasion
was decidedly vongh,  The steamers, too, on this route,
though fine and comfortablo boats, cannot compare
with the really magniticent mail-packots which ply
hetween Holyhoad and Kingstown. ™ Allills, however,
have an ending; and, though vather behind time, we
stemmed safely into Queenstown Imbor on a fine Au-
ust afternoon,

The tivst «litapse of [reland which meets the eye of
I

those who chooso the above crossing is typical and
characteristic of the comntry, A magnificent modern
athedral stands ont in bold relief on the top of the
hill, while below and aronnd it are specimens of the
habitations of the poor-=habitations the poverty and
misery of which, at least in the country districts, are
perhaps unequalled in the world. The lrish eabins
alone are one ever-present reproach to the alien people
whose misvule has allowed itz vietims to be housed in
g0 wretched a tashion that we may confidently affirm
no English gontleman would sutfer the like even for
his ox or his ass. 1t is 2 mark, however, of the reli-
gious fercor which has always characterized the Ivish
-ace that as tho iron grasp of oppression has bLeen
relaxed and somo measure of prosperity has been deve-
loped in the istand, the earliest signs in which it has
manifested itself” have been the erecting of beantiful
churches and the founding and endowing of veligious
housos, whilst the homes of the poor still remain ag
spualid as ever. The fivst-frdits of a returning pros-
perity have been devoted to God; and we may rest
assured that in his good time he will not fail to remems-
her and prosper, even in this workl. those whose scanty
sirnings have not been dovoted to easing their own
wretehed condition until bis honor has been secured
and his worship inaugurated in : building worthy of
him to whom it is dedicated. We must cver bear in
wind that the tine modern churches which we see in
every Irish town are not the olferings of the few and
isolated rich. but are built entirely by means of the
pence of the peor. .

There is o lnrge emigrant ship at anchor in Queens.
town Harbor thix alterncon, and as we gaze on its
crowded decks, peopled with many who will never
aguin zet foot on the well-loved soil of their native
Land, the eathedral crowning the heights above the
port assumes u new amd melancholy intorest. To how
wny - exiles of Evin”’ must not this sacred pile have
been the last vision and the last memory cavried with
them across the Atlantic of their well-loved countey
As they steam out to the West it must still keep
within view when all else has vanished; and when
their misty, dew wet eyes can no longer descry the
green tields of Ireland, civaring away the teurs which
dim their vision, they way yet behold the consecrated
anel consecrating figave, the Marie Stella, which sheds
her gracions henediction $rom afar, and, remembering
and re echwing the prayer which perhaps an hour ago
they prayed beneath her shadow, 1mplore Our Blessed
Lady’s help and intercession, it forr the futare life
before them, yet still more fervently tor that land and
for those loved ones the parting from whom is tearing
their very heartstrings,

Qur steawmer does not stop at Quecnstown,  but
quietly makes its way up the magniticent harbor, half
sea, halt viver.  The bunks are ornamented with num-
berless villas and country houses, and the beantiful
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green lawns and woods which swrround them combine
to make Cork Harbor one of tho loveliest in tho world,
The verdant green is striking even to an English oyo
fresh from an English pastoral county. The scenc i3
so peaceful that itis with diffieulty wo cun vealize that we
arereally gazing on the country disturbed which haslate.
ly roused such furious passiohs inour fellow-countrymen,
It is evident that all the cattle have not perished at
the hands of « Captain Moonlight ” and his associates,
ag the excited imaginations of somo have funcied; for
herds are quitely grazing in the sunlit meadows as
peaccfully as if houghing and maiming had never been
practised sinco the first Saxons vanquished the original
Celt. When, however, we stop alongside the wharf
the steamer is boarded by some officers of an unusual
appearance. As no custom duties exist botweon the
two countries, we are rather surprized to see somo
trunks fixed on and forthwith opened and examined.
Our luggage is not touched, owing, no doubt, to the
innocent and tourist-like appearance which we present;
»0, being free to leave the ship at once, we select a
powerful-looking and very dark Colt from amongst a
crowd of eardrivers who arve noisily clamoring for a
fave, and indicating our box, which he quickly should-
ers, follow him to-his car and for the first time mount
the national conveyunce.

*“Why are they examining the luggage?” we ask
us we drive oft, alrendy half guessing the answor.

“ Arra, bnt shure these bo such busy times they are
hunting for firearms,” answers Paddy; and we ave at
once reminded that after all, and in spite of the peace-
ful aspect of the country, there has been repressivo
legislation, and that the Arms Act is an oxisting fuct.

After securing a room at the hotel we sally forth to
have u look at thoe town. The streots are wide and
the shops are handsome; but Cork, like all the Irish
towns we visited, is neither picturesquo nov attractive.
The ruin of the old has been too complete, leaving
neither the moss-covered walls nor the ancient gubled
houses which in the majority of European cities contri-
bute so much to the jrregular beauty of the streets.
From its madern aspect Corl might have been bnilt
vesterday., We had heard rvumors that an unusual in-
cident, typical of the times, was just now taikng place
—viz,, the unloading by the miilitary and the consta-
bulary of the “boycotted ” ship, The Wave. We has.
tened, therefore, to the spot were we were told that
this strange mingling of the arts of war and commerce
was proceeding, and found that in this instance report
was based on substantial fact.

With the original merits of the story we need not
trouble our readers, Obstinate selffwill il tenucity
oflegal rights on the one xide muy have been balanced by
overstained sensitiveness aud personal hatred on the
other. Sufficient to suy that the inhabitantx of Cork had
decided that if the unlucky vessel succeeded in dis-
charging her cargo it should be by means<of no help
from them, and that no fellow-townstman of theirs
should lend a helpiag hand to assist Mr. Bence Jones
out of the difliculty in which he had placed himself.
Ile had, therefore, obtained the assistance of the mi-
litry and the constabulary; and whilst we watched
the unloading all was proceeding as quietly as if it was
the natural Lusiness of soldiers to unload a cargo of
bricks and timber, and of artillery wagons to cwry
them to their destination,

The ship was anchored close to the headguarters of
the constabulary, where a troop of dragoons and a
detachment of the Rifie Brigade were mounting guard.
"The snrrounding bridges and wharves were peapled by
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# quiet but somewhat sullenlooking crowd of meon,
who watched the proceedings with calm though far
from uninterested eyes. They romained quiet, how-
eve, only so long as thoy saw that the soldicrs nlone wero
at work. The apponrance of a civilian, who was
whecling abomt a truck apparently in the interest of
the enemy, was n signal for the quiet to chango itself
into ungry hisses and groans.  On several oveasion no
sooner did this individual in blue shirtsleeves appens
on the wharf' thuan the cries and derisive shouts were
renewod, and although he way safe whilst at work,
surrounded and gnarded by the united forees'of Great
Britain and Irelnud, weo feur that as soon as this protec.
tion is romoved he may suffer somo rough usage at the
hands of those whose feelings he is now outraging; for
ho iz no more nor less than a Cork man who is disobey-
ing the order to have nothing to do with the boycutted
ship, and who has thrown in his lot with his towns.
men's enemy instend of with his fellow-townsmen. 1f
it was tyranny on the part of these last to object, we
fear that it is a tyranny that has been and always will
bo largely practised where a community is divided into
masters nns workmen, or & country into the conquered
and the conguerors.

Our time being limited, we were unable to devote
many days to Cork. There is, however, one excursion
which none ought to omit, and that is a drive to the
citstle and groves of Blarnoy. The distance from Cork
is but a fow miles, and a car will convey the traveller
thither in an hour. Wo refrained from the attempt
to kiss the Blarney stone, and thus lost ot chance of
exchanging our Suxon slowness and dulness of speech
for tho tire and readiness of Celtic eloquence.

In tho city itself there are numerous haundsome
churches and religious houses to boe seen ; nor must we
forget the world-famnous butter-market and other evid-
ences of the commercial activity of Cork. Its com-
parative proximity to America gives this city oxcep-
tional advantages in this last direction; indeed we may
say specially of Cork that which is morve or less true of
all Ireland—that its interests, hopes, and expeetations
are all fixed in a westerly direction, snd that it dveads
and hates all that comes to it from the east. Nor can
this be wondered at, for all the sorrow, oppression, and
injustice under which this poor country has for =o
many centuries groaned have originated in the east,
From the east in the ecarly days of its history came
the savage and desolating Dane, and with reckless,
ravaging sword destroyed a promising mnd already
far-advanced civilization. When, after a ficree strugule
of three hundred yeurs, he was finally vepulsed, he was
succecded by the proud and not less eruel Anglo-Nor.
man, who again appeirs on the scene with tho rising
sun.  And so through the middle ages down to the
peviod of mocorn history—a history the beginning,
midd'e, andd (1ill our own day) ending of which may be
said to be the story of Ireliand’s oppression, contiseation,
massacring, and ruin at the hands of the hated English.
man, who again comes across the lrish Channel, and
not across the Atlantic, to work his evil deeds.

All Iroland’s foes have come from the east; whilst,
in pleasing contrast, from the west have come sympa.
thy and substantial help in time of trouble, and cheap
and useful wrticles of commerce in time of plenty;
whilst the ponr Ivish feel that when driven to the
sorast straits by grinding poverty they have but to let
their need be known to those who arve already in
Amevica, and they will be relieved.  Again, most [rish
believe that in the vague fatuve Ireland and the United

- States will in some way elasp hands ocross the Atlantic




even more closely thun they do today.  Thoe millions of
Trish in Americn never forget the land of their fathers, if
not of their own birth; whilst the Irish in Iroland feela
sort of melancholy comfort in the thought that, shod
hard fate drive them to dexert their passionately Joved
country, thoy will tind a welcome and material comnfort
amongst tho~c who have preceded them to that land of
plenty which comes only second to their own conntry
in their aflections, - We were surprised to find how
completely all Tvish hopes and interests contre in the
New World; and we woroe told that the intense hatred
of England and everything English which animates the
nutive Irish pales before the =avage contempt and
loathing agaiust the Britisher with which the [vish.
American is imbued. The two branches of the Celtic
family have strong bonds of sympathy, both in their
common love of Ireland and their common hatred of
Sngrland, the selfish misgovornment of whoxe rule the
first may truly consider as the cause of their misery,
and the second hold responsible for their exile.

From Cork we took theregular tourist’s vond through
Bantry to Glengaritt, aspot of wild and rare loveliness,
where, however, to all but the most callous the enjoy-
ment of the beauties of nature must bo sadly marred by
the wretched poverty of the inhabitants. No doubt
the bare rocks and steep mountain-sides which add so
much to the beauty of the scenc are largely responsible
for the misery of those poor people—ior, as we have
vecently been told by an enthusiastic admirer of the
state of agrarian law which, thank God! ix how &
matter of the past, *“ Boulders will not grow turnips”
{although, by the way, landlords have contrived that
they shall yicld thom handsome incomes)—yet wo
cannot doubt that under a more equitable land tenurve
the inhabitants of tho wilder parts of Cork and Kervy
may yet enjoy, if not actual comfort, yet at lenst some
alleviation from their present state of unexampled
wretchedness,

Anxious to see for ourselves the actual habitations
(it were mockery to call them houses) of this part of
Ireland, which, we had been told by one who had
visited well-nigh every corner of the globe, including
the wild islands of -the Pacific, were unequalled in the
whole world for squalor and misery, we spent some
days in vieiting aund tulking to the people in the cabins
and hamlets around Glengarift, To any who are at all
acquainted with the Irish peasant [ need not say that
we were cordially and kindly welcomed by all whose
houses we entered. The courtesy and intelligence of
the Irish are ouly cqualled by that of the bright, high.
bred Halian peasantry, and both may be said to belong
to the aristoernscy of nature. We had, however, not
been mixled us to the condition of these people. If,
stepping off’ the highroad, you follow sometimes a path,
sometimes 1 few stepping-stones ncross a bog, some.
times a mere track, or no track at all, to the cluster
of hovels which constitute an Trvish village, your worst
expectations will be realized. One such near Glen-

* gariff stands a quartor of 4 mile from the main road to
Bantry,  Skirting here and there a pateh of barley or
potatoes, but having to walk carefully 10 avoid stnmb.
ling over tho looso stones and hard rocks, amongst
which the nimble Kerry catile somehow contrive to
sick up a living, we veached a village which, wr had
-een told, was typical of this distriet. It consisted of
an irregular circle of a dozen or ftiftcen cabins. A
rough’ and slightly rai-ed foot-path van rvound it, and
this cwabled ns 1o enter the hovels dry-shod ; for
although it was a fire Angust aftcinoon, bad it not
been for the path thix would have been impossible,

:
1.
|
|

THE CATHOLIC SHIELD. 169

.

Tho operr space round which the village was built was
evidently the play ground and most tuvored wallowing.
pit for the collective pigs of the hamlet, and we ware
glad to bo spared the necessity of even crossing it.
The ground was a deep mass of black, tilthy mire, and
i1 this dirt the pigs volled and waded, und, 2fter their un-
savory bath, would unchecked enter the open doovs of
the cabins and again tako up their position as honored
members of the cotter’s fumily. ‘There were no win-
dows or chimneys to the majority of the cabins, and it
is difiicult to nnderstand how these poor people enn exist
in the cold winter weather when it must be necessavy
to keep tho doors shut. To-day they are wido open;
yet in spite of this, and of the bright sun shining
without, we could hardly =ce on entering the first
cabin wo visited, and the smoke from the peat-firo burn-
ing on the chimnuoyless hearth still further darkened
the dim little room. Wo deservied, Powever, a fow
women, one cooking and two or thres move squatted
on the carthen floor, and a voice bade ns welcome,
whilst a hospitable hand contrived to find a rickety
stool where no furniture had been visible to our eye,
and on which we sat down, not without some misgiv-
ing that wo should shortly find oursclves resting on
a still lower level.  As our eyes becamo accustomed to
the half-light we discovered close to our hand a black
cow, whilst a second was lying a yard or two off. Close
to tho fire was a rough pen, from which issued sounds
of loud cacklijng, and which we found to be full of hens,
who are said to lay moro oggs when thus confined in a
warm corner than if at large; whilst soveial children
filled up any space in tho hut nct yet oceupied by their

olders or the live stock. :
This household may be taken asa fair specimen of
the south.west part of Ireland; and a worse-housed,
worse-fed, and worse-clothed people it wounld bo im-
possible to tind on the earth. In this case the father
of the faniily farmed a fow acres of s0il, much of which
he had himself rendered capable of producing oven the
oor crops which he was now engaged in harvesting.
“or his lund cabin together he paid six pounds a year
to a landlord who, althoug resident, was havdly known,
and who seemed neither loved nor respected. At the
time we visited Glangaritt he was guwrded by two
policemen; and however disagreeable this may have been
1o himself, it wasat fact which told still more against thix
him than if did against his people. We found, whether in
the case of landlord or agent, that thoso alone considered
themeolves in danger or took precautions of defence who
had by theiv harshness, it not by their positive in-
justice, justly carned the hatred of those amongst whom
they lived. TFar be it from us to excuse or to palliate
the manner in which the injured peasants have occa-
sionally taken the law of vengeance into their own
hands and worked 2 rough-and-veady justice for them-
selves, Yet we found that the mero fact that a land.
lord was specially protected was evidence that he was
specially and deservedly hated by tenants whose friend
and protector he ought to have been. We visited many
a kind master, and conversed with charvitable and
considerate agents, and these we found moving freely
about the country, both by day and by night, with no
fire-arms concealed in their pockets and with no con-
stabulary watching their coming in and their going out.
These, too, had received rents which, if not quite up to
the nsnal mark, were yet as much as those to whom
they were paid were convinced that the people counld
aftord, whereas the former class in many cases received
nothing. In many parts of [relund during the last two
years the old yet ever-true sentence, © As we sow s0
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shiall we reap,” has been vividly contirmed and excm-
plified.

To veturn, however, to our typical cotter of Glen-
garift. The six pounds rent ho did not pay in actual
money, but in Iabor, Ile was half tenant-farmer, half
farm-laborer.  is labor was puid at the rate of ten-
pence aday without food, ar five shillings a week; it
wis therefore only after twenty-four weeks'—nearly
one-half a year's—work that he was able to devote
himself to his own little homestead.  Morcover, the
ladlord was at liberty to eall on him for each of his
one hundred and forty-four days’ work on any dayr he
pleased; and the peasant bitterly complained of his
manter’s choosing all the fine days and leaving him
ouly the wet ones at his own disposal.  The tenant's
crops rotting in the ground whilst he is harvesting nis
landlord’s unpleasantly veminds us of prevevolution
Freaeh daysand the ancien régime with its corvées and
similar tyraunies. We did uot find that in this in.
stance the rent had been very recently or exorbitantly
ritised, but certain grazing rights on the hillside had
been curtailed.  How the poor man and his family
munaged to exist is wonderful.  Even in prosperons
vears there ean never beea tood enough grown on the
little plot of ground which we saw to keep alive the six
or seven people who where supposel to live ofl it;
whilst any fuilure ol the crops or unseasonableness in
the weather mast have brought them face to force with
actual starvation. Nodoubt heve. as in the general vun of
such cases, body and soul are kept together by the
extrt helps which ninst Irish  peasants reccive. A
brother or son is perhaps already in America or in tho
calonies, and will yearly remit three or four ponnds to
those in the olid home. Or the father will come over
to England forat couple of months' harvesting work,
and return with from six to ten pounds jn his pocket,
which he will husband with almost miseriy eare. Then
Paddy’s true triend, the pig, will also come to the
resciic; and in e eases the sale of a pig will pay the
rentof the cotter, whilst his hiens’ eggs, =old toan
itinersnt cxge merchant, are also a source of small gain,
Nevertheless, when all profits are told the peasantey
along the cousts of Cark, Kerry, and Clare are miserab-
Iy pour; and thought no doubt the security of tenure
which the reecent Lund Aet has given to the tenants
will fwduee them to vecltim more land—and in this
way their condition may be slowly amemled—we yet
tfear that the inhabitants of that lovely but larren
district will never enjoy ease or real comfort. It
remains to e scen whether the genciation which is
wrowing up and being well eduented will be comtent 10
continne 0 hard a stigegle for existence  as their
fathers have had,  With knowledge comes power, ald
with recent legislution o certain amannt of independ.
cinee; and wo doult both these factors will ot be
withont their influence on the futumie Irish peasantry—-
a peasantry which even todday is remarsable forits
brizcht intelligence and clear far sighthedness,

The eabius at Glengaritis slthougl owned by different
landlords, are very like one another. The poverty,
“the want of furniture, aud the fack of all sauitary and
event decent surangement were e same in eacli; and
when ouce the primary and fundamental question of
the land is pat on a satisfactory footing we triast that
it will'not be long before the legislature takes steps 1o
cnsure the dissppearance of habitations which are a
disgrace to onr civilization.  The moral as well as the
physical results of livinge in such abodes make the
guestion: of the dwellings of the poor only second in
impostanee to that of the s arian Yights of the poor.

THE CATHOLIC SHIELD.

From Glengaift we took tho lovely road over the
mountaing to Kenmave—a road the wil«% scenery  of
which is only cqualled in Europo by that on the
heights of the Swiss passes, whilst from the lrish moun-
tains yon obtain glimpses of the sea, glistening in the
=un i below yon, which add &t charm that is wanting
in the beanties of Switzerlind,  Wo stayel a few hones
in Kenmare, in ovder to visit the lady commonly
koown as ¢ the Nun of Kenmare,” to whom we had an
intraduction.  The hand~ome new chureh stands close
to the convent of the Poor Clares, amongst whom
Sister Mary Francis is distinguished not ‘only for her
literary labors, but still mort honorably for her phi-
lanthropic zeal and for the charvity with which she
hias esponsed the eanse of the poor and the oppressed
Irish.  Especially during the famine of two years ago
was her energy well divected; for she then by her
zealous efforts collected fourteen hundred ponnls to feed
those who but for her care and forethought must have
starved.

From Kenmare the highroad winds over a second
pass o Killarney.  The scenery, though at fivst hardly
equal to that uear Glengarifl, is of much the same
character; but when once you have reached the summit
of the hill a tresh and almost unrivalel panorama
opens before you.  Amongst wild mountains lie, nestl.
ing at their feet, the lovely Lakes off Killarney.,  With
ane éoup il you take in the whole beauty of the Irish
lake distriet. The color of the mountains is rich
brown, aud the Water isa soft blue green; both are
mellow, and though wanting in the britliuncy of tone
which would gild such a scene in Italy, the harmony of
the whole is perfeet; whilst the fine outlines of tle
mountains add the beauty of form to that of color.
This view breaks on you swddenly as yvou crest the hill,
and is o Jovely surprise.  But though apparently Iying
cloze below you, 3t yet takes two hours to drive to the
principal Inke, on which is situated the town of Killar-
ney - stdeive, hiwever, through such sylvan wools of
arbutus, oalk and fie trees that you in nn way regret its
leaerth.

Killavney is no exception, in one yespeet, 10 most
Irish town-, A grand modern cathedral, designel by
the elder Pugin, has been luilt here, whilst a bishop’s
paltce, 2 reminary, more than one new convent or
school-house, are to be seen resting under the shalow
of the huge chureh. The activity which has-been
shown of late years both in chuveh and convent build-
i, and equally in all matters connected with eluea.
tion, in lreland is. as we have slresdy  noticed,
remarkalle.  The thirst for knowledge is unquencha-
bel. [t may avise partly from 2t reaction against the
penal tanes, when edueation was a1 erime and 2 price
was set on the head of the schoolmaster; ar pechups
from the feeling on the part of pavents that sy duy it
wiaty be their children’™ ot to xeek their tortune arross
the Atlantie, and that, in America, without e lucation
sueeess s impossible; or it may be cansel by the
natural delight of a quick-witted peaple at tiuding any
opesing for  the development of their iutetligenee,
Whatever may Le the reason, the et yemains that,
however humble the hamlet, there is alwsys a schonl,

~amd that in the wildest moantain distriet the apparent

solitle is ofien disturbe ) by the familiar sall square,
white-washed house which the eve soan gets avenstoam.
ol to expect anl to recognize as the * Nutivnal schoul.
honse,”  Mthongh a strunger may suppose the distriet
to be fave and uninhabited, vet from uear ad from
afar a suflicient number of young scholars will always
e fonnd o Gl the sehool room. We heand nothing bat




gatisfietion expressed on all side as to the edneation
given in thewe ~chools  Btis legally undenominational,
but is practically in the hands of the prie-ts, and we
may therefore confidentdy hope that the rising geneva-
tion of Trich will in no way Le interior in religions zeal
and faithfulness to their foretathers,

Space forbids onr dwelling on the beawtiful exenr-
sions to be made rom Killarney, aud even with maost
graphic pen scenery which onght to be seen to be enjoy-
el is with ditlieulty bronght befire the reader by mere
word-painting. Maoreover, it was with the idex of
stady fege the complieated political problem which i~
now distraeting lrelaml, more than with a view of
enjos ing the seenery, that we had planned onr trip;
so we will not a1 % onr geaders to linger cither at the
Teish lakes, nor ot the pictaresque bathing village of
Kilkee, nor, again, along the wild coast of Clare, whese
the magnitivent rorks off Mobler rise six bhundred or
cight hanmbied feet stenight ont of the sea, thaush all
the west of Treland will well repay any who visit it
with the hope of seelng tine seenery.

We will tzansport onr readers, withont any lingering
on the way, to a wild spot in County Gggway where we
again s some aspeets of the land question. Thew, it
less painful to the tender hearted than the cases at
Glengarid, were handly more ~atistactory, if we view
them as showinge the want of any sound or Lealthy
svstem of land tennre, or in the commercial relation
which must e always one element in the conneetion
between Janmllopd and tenanm. We were the guests of
a landlord who, whilst owning laud hardly more fertile
than the wilils of Cork, was vet honored, respeeted, and
loved by his tenants, W visited in his company 2
serivs of eabine on a bare hillside, the inhabitants of
which were brt littie more prosperons than  the
peasants of Glengaritic thongh tie habitations them-
selves were not so discarefully wretched. Our ap
proach was the sigmal for all within doors to rush out
and ~ce their fandlord, who Lada kind word for all
and who was welcomed with appazently senuine gomd
feelimg, At the door of oac ealian our host was met by
an unfinniidar face, a tine strong yYoung woman's who
had bat recently married one of his tenants, * And
what inedueed & houdsome young woman like yon to
maery a fellow BEeing on this wild Lili 27 he asked,
Sure, then., la it was your honor's character that
nitic me be him” was the prompt answer, ¢ Y
see.” explained our friend, = they look more to their
ha-bamd’s landieed™s clarneter than tn his owa in
nmaryving.” Nl tndee Lin this instance the andlord
well deseirved his good veputation. Conscious of the
prople’s poverty, he bl not enforced the payment of,
or ¢.cn askel for, hi~ reat iwhiel was below Grifliths
valuat ony, in one ease at least, fire the Jast twelve
yerrs,  He tobl us he knew they could not pay, and
therefore hedid nt go through t ¢ form of endeavoring
W get that which was Jawfally his own, Surely a
svatem mu be bty which, i the case of a kind
hearted man. deprives him of his income, and which,
on the other Tan b allows the hard hearted to holid the
very existence of his tenants in his hand<.  Indeed, in
Iveland the sevmmulated wrongs of ages scem visited
on those nuow living; and the misdeeds of centuries
will hardly ke less than geumations to undo,  May
the amendment which has at length been set going at
any rde be in the 1ight divection?

Although we travelled for ~ix weeks throngh that
part of Ireland which was considered the most disturb.
cd, wo may heve remark that, beyvond the appearanee
of an unusual unnaber of the constabulary and soldiax,
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we saw no signs cither of outeage or riot.  Nodonht
onteages have been committed, and since we left the
country, awl the government have changed their tacties
both towards the people and their loaders, riots have
ovenrred ; but the number aml geavity of hoth we
believe to have been grossly exaggerated.  Certainly
st autwmn tourists—ladies included—conld wander
through the length and breadth of Irveland without
running thoe risk of any danger, or even of any annoy-
anee,

With the present short days we ave no doubt brought
face to face with an unusual and alarming amount of
erime, and, in spite of the suspension of the laws of per-
sonal liberty amd the suppression of the organization
which Iast year was held responsil’e for every misdeed,
this xcems on the increase.  No doubt the present is a
disheartening state of things for Englishmen to con.
template as the renlt of 2 session’s work devoted to
the pacitieation of lreland.  Bat if we consider that, in
the exes of most Trishmen, the first half® of the session
was devoted to exasperating Irelund, it is less diffiealt
to anderstand : for we may truly assert that the majori.
1y of Trishmen were morve emaged by the Coercion
Act than they were gratitie] by the Land Bill.

The suliect of the relation between the two counntries
is 2 long one, and far ton important to be brought in as
mere finish to the foregoing pages. We ourselves
belicve that the most stupendons and all but uncon-
querable diffienlties exist a< to the finding of any
happy modus vivendi Letween the<e two peoples, differ-
ing as they do in race and ereed, in disposition and
temper, in aims and expectations, and in hopes sl
fears, amd who are yet loeally placed in such un-
fortunate geographical proximity®to one another as to
explain the fact that the stronger has always wiltled to
hold the weaker in subjection

Six weeks in Irelund, though u short time, was long
enengh to impress on us strongly the radieal difference
between  the mees. Neither anderstanids the other.
The Englishman, conscions of having at length repent-
ed of his former sius aud Leing anxions to undo the
past, is irvitated at tinding his best intentions misun-
derstood and s plans for the prosperity of lreland
fra~trated by what he considers the impractieability of
the people.  He fRils ta vealize that it is not the being
well governed from London that will coutent the Irvisl,
but that their happiness as #people reguires that such
government should cease altogether. Goad laws coming
from the hand of the hated oppressor are only one de-
degree better than bad ones originating at the same
sonree.  Irelunl wishes ucither for our good-will nor
for omr illwill. She wishes that we should simply
tgnore her and let her wark out her own salvation or
her own ruin in her own way.  Even England’s best
cllorts at good government she mistrast<; and, con-
silering the unfortunate results of some recent well-
meant acts of Pacliament, this is not swrprising. An
Engelislnvan, again, feels aggrieved that as fresh and
more liberty is given to Ircland by England it is
mainly welcome as allowing freee agitation against
England.  DBut it we persist in goversing a rcoplc
hating our rule, is it wonderful that they should e
agtinst us the weapon of liberty, even it put by ous-
selves into their hands 2 All ix fair in war, and none
can afford to be generas. Liberty and =eltigovern.
ment such as are happily enjoved in England implies a
willingness to Lo ‘governed; but iff this clemont is
absent surely selfigovernment is a contiadiction in
theory and ends in an absurdity in practice  Xreland
has the ~ame form of government as England; Lut
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gecing that coorcive and repressive legislation has beon
fifty times resorted to during the lasy cighty yoars, and
that at this moment her most trasted representatives
are imprisoned by England, surely it iz only the form
that iz similar; the substance is something very
different.

England finds herself in an unpleasant dilemma,
The foremost champion of liberty all over the world,
yet if she will maintain her anthorvity in Ircland sho
finds herself driven to hold down by military force s
hostile body of her subjects at her very door. This is
one result of trying to do the impossible—of trying to
govern these who hate and distrust us after the manuer
which succeds with thore who love and trust us,  All
right-thinking  Englishmen  detest the means  now
taken to hold Ireland; whilst Ireland herself considers
that she lies chuined and manacled by tyrannical force
—a force that changes thoe very uature of things and
calls virtue vice, and patriotism a crime. She longs
for and looks for a saviour as no happy people huve
ever looked and longed. Any who will ptomise her
freedom from the hated power of England is welcomed
with fanatical joy, only cqualled by the bitter reaction
which follows on the failure of cach vain and fruitless
cttort. The intense longing for separstion which exists,
added to the feeling that a whole people is mourning
its captivity, is certain painfully to strike an English-
man fresh from his own happy land of liberty. Asin the

ast we mourned with the Jews in Babylon, with the
Greek held in bondage by the Turk, or the Venctian by
the Austrian, so would Ireland today have us mourn
with her. We will conclude this slight sketch of a
hasty tour by giving an instance of this longing which
met us at the very commencement of ony trip. On
first entering Queenstown Cathedral we were struck by
once tomb around which several persons were praying
devoutly. It was that of the late Bishop of Cloyne, aud
attached to the railing round the menument were the
following ver-cs:

« Hibernia has reasons to Le broken-hearted,
And bitterly gricve for the loss she's sustained,
In his 2ad demise who this life has departed,
Awd who hier just claims for 2 long time sustained.

~Deatl’s frozcn hand hath that spitit prostrated
Which was always a steanger to falschoml and foar:
Leaving poor Erin, with her proepects fruatmated,
Tu shied to his mcmory hoartrending tears.”

These verses may be un-noteworthy as poetry, but we
cannot but look on them as a straw indicatiag from
which quarter the wind blows and we may contidently
axk, In what European comtry in the yeur 1881 ifwe
except Poland, wauld such words tind mn echo in the
heart of a people ?

Friend. when the mountain’s reached which you must
[climb,
Stand not repining o'er itz towering height,
Mount withs the feet God gave yon, lingering not,
Sighing for eagle’s wing to speed thy flight.

The steep aml rocky path shall have an end,
Courage ! press onwand to the distant crest;
Only the toilers, who with patient steps
Rench the green summit. wear the crawn of rest.

THE CATHOLIC

SHIELD.

THE IRISUH QUESTION.

d

HY RT. REV. HPE. QILMOUR, OF CLEVELAND,

(From the Catholic Universe.)

In cvery country the land tenure must ever by a
question of vital inportance to governments and poli-
tieal ceonomists, fior the simple reason that in thoe laud
lies the wealth of 1 countey. [s the swil rich, the
country is rich; are the people industrious, the people
are happy. This i the normai state whero the-e two
conditions are found.  Where you find the soil rieh, the
people industrious and genernl poverty then there is
something wrong in the renure of the land

In the first settlement of a country the lanl aml all
contained within its limits is the common domain of
the country, and is held by the government for the
common weal.  Ax the population grows the lard i
partitioned out among the people, each one paying for
the improvements miude; i no improvements have been
made then nogprice is pail.  Society never pays for the
tirst possession of land, that i~ God's gift to the people
of the country and is not paid for. Men pay for the
improvements men have made in the Innd and for the
protection of lite and property given by the govern-
ment, but not for the land.” Man cannot sell what man
does not own, and man neither owns nor has created
the land, God has. The land of the country being
then the commeon inhieritance of the people of 2t conn.
try, cach member of the community who i~ willing to
work has o vight to a part of this common  inhieritance,
wherely he may earn 2 livingg for him=clf” and fzmily;
or if he is willing to work in other brnches o Jabor
equally necessary and useful for the general welfue
of his country, then he hax a right to require that the
land shall be =0 distribnted and managed that those
who till the soil shall be able to bavter its products at
such price as will fairly balance his labor apainst their
Iabor.  Thaus the balance and equaliztion of lubor in 2
comntry is fairly distribnied, and if the country has
reasonatble natural resonrces, then the people are happy
and comfortable. When this bulunce hetween  the
ditfferent productive clements of sovicty is unevenly
distributed, one branch getting the better of the other,
or capital widaly accumulating in the hands of 2 fow,
or legislation faworing one cluss at the expease of
another, then yonr kave politieal enuflicts, cliss an.
taganisins, social upiurnings, and untional conlests,
The possession of the soil and its prodaets uwderlies
every contest, private or puistic, pational o individuad,
In the history of the workd torce and fpjustice hae
disturbed  the balance of =ociciy. For a time  this
i~ borne with, till the burden becomes oo great, when
pent-up injustice tinds vent in revolution, and in the
moment of maddened vengeance the innocent are often
leveled with the gnilty.  This can handly Le aveided,
yet is not thereby justified.

In Amerien, where a man buys Jand and forever is
master of 12, it is hard to realize the lznd tenure in
Irctand. Here we purchase land and forever own i,
there a man rents Iand and tinever hasoi master. Here
there is every incentive to improve the land; there,
I there is no inducement ; on the contrary improvement
means an increase of ent, systematically xrated up
under rack rent o the starvation point, so clely ba-
lanced that the least failure in the crops mean beggary.
death, Begeary and starvation is the pre ent normal
state of Treland.




Why ? will be naturally asked.  Is Ireland barven ?
No. Are the Irish lazy? No. s Ireland no e
pucity  for commerce? She has. Why  then do the
Irish starve 2 Why iz Irelund in o state of chronie re-
bellion ? Let me expluin: The area of Ireland is
20,000,000 acres, of which 6,000,000 are bog and moun.
win, leaving 14,000,000 acres of arable land ; that is,
Ireland is less than Olio by 5,000,000 acres, while all
Ohio ix arable.  The present population of Ireland is
5,500,000, thus giving to each inhubitant two and a half
aeres of wrable Iand from which to raise food and cloth.
ing. Thix land is almost wholly held by s class known
as Ladlords, who were bronght in by the English when
they invaded ITrefand. The<wo landionds paid nothing
for the land; the majority of themn do not live on the
land, they have made 1o improvements on orin the
land.  They never spend a penny to enhance the valne
of the lawd, nor do they labor on the lind.  The naked
condition of the Trish Jandlord i sjfmply  this—the En-
glish subidued Ireland, kille-dor banished the native chief-
tain~seized their lands, distributed them amongst sue-
cessful soldiers or kingly favorites, who in turn vented
the fand to the natives.  From the beginning the lvish
landlord was a conqueror, without svmpathy with the
tenants cither in religion or race.  The Irish landlord
reduced to his< native deformity is simply a leech, that
has sucked out the life and energy of Lrelund to such «
point that it has left the Irish pople but potatoes for
food and mud hovels for houses. To this add Ireland has
no commerce ; ho home industries; no mannfactaric<;
no exports; not a single channel by which teade or
mouney is brought inte the country. Not that Ireland
could have nothing to sell. or could not have manufac-
tures, uor teade nor comworce. Al the-e she could
have. She has most fertile soil.  coal, water-power,
rivers, harbors, magnificent griwing capacity, and is
capable of one of the finest linen and woolen trades in
the world.

Fxery one of these has been tried and found a
suceesy; but Ireland'’s suceess was so mueh taken from
BEugland’s praducts, so trade and munafactures ave by
law furbidden.  Even the fish canght in Irish waters
must needs o to English or Scottish ports ta be beand.
ed ere they could ot into the markets of the warld,

It is but yesterday that an Irishman could get ont off
his native conntry unlesss he fisst went to England,
from whenee he shipped.  Everything must go through
Enhiish porta. thoueh Ireland isasea-begivt i<laml with
some of the best harbors in the world,  Trade in Ire-
land there is none, nor under present or past aws can
there be manufitctures or commerce.  Add to this that
the gereater parvt of the vaine of the land is drawn out of
the country and spent in Eagland or the continent by
un abrentee lindlmdism. and you have in full the troe
cause of Ireland’s permanent beggary and chronic re
belion,  Far the better understanding of this whole
subject let me enter a little more into detail.

In feadal times Europe was parcellad out among a
cluss kuown as Feadal Londs, who governed ther do-
mains with almost regal power.  The tenanty, or serfy,
ax they wers called, were attached to and owed allegi.
ance to theie Fendal Lond, he in turn to the King.
The scrf was attached to the soil aud shared its pro-
ducts with hiz lord, each shaving in abundance or
rearcity. A< Feadalism  passed  away the land  was
divided—in France by a revelution whose horrors
appal the world ; in Germany, and Spain, and Ttaly, by
legislative actiom. The xame latcly in Russia. In
Eugland and Scotland the xystem still vemains—the
Iast of Feudalism in Envope. At best, Feudalism was
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hossible only when the lord, or landlord, as he is now
)wtler known, resides on his estates, is of the tho sume
race and religion as his tenants. spends his money
among them and feels his interosts inked with them.
But a system utterly intolerable when the landlord is
alien in religion and yace, improves not his lands and
spends his rents elsewhere than on his estates,

In England and Scatland the landiord lives on bis
estates, spends his vents there, is of the same religion
and race as his tenants and sympathizes with them.
The English and Scoth tenant has fixity of tenure and
is sure that for a given number of years his rent will
not be raised; besides, the improvements he makes
are his own, and if he were turned out tha landlovd
would be required to allow for them.  In Jreland there
is no fixity of tenure, nor right in the improvements,
The tenant makes the improvements, and they belong
to the landlord 5 the tenant has no tixity of teuure, and
is linble at any howr to be twrned out.

To land culture England and Scotland have added
manufactures and ¢ommerce, by which the overplus
population is provided for. In Ircland there are
neither manufiictures nor commerce, thus forcing the
people to depend solely upon the land.  But & country
without manufactures is necessarily poor, und a tenant.
ry without rights in their improvements is necessarily
indolent.  The spur to labor is selfinterest. Say to a
man the fruit of yonr labor <hall be takon from yon
ard he will not work. s well expect & slave 1o bo
industrious as to expect a man to wark without motive.
The Irish tenant has no motive, kKuowing as he does
that the improvements he makes will be taken from
him, and the more he improves his land the higher
will be his rent.

Ireland has all the disadvantages of Fendaliam with.
out u single advantagee,  The Irish Jandlonl is almast
wholly alien in race and religion: geuerally a non-resi-
dent without a single throb of sympathy with the
people; seldom  visits his  Iands; Lunws not  his
tenunts; sees not their condition; spends his rents in
England or an the countinent and is represented by au
agent who finds favor with hix employer in proportion
to the amount of rent he can quarterly remit.

Again, tanants in Ireland hitve no ricchits in the land,
neiter NIty of tenure nor right in improvements.
Ther build, they draiu, they clear. they fence, they
manure, they reclaim bog, or mountain, ar barren land
only to have their rent raised or e turned our. The
landlon] makes no improvements, will make none. It
the cabin of the tenant becomes tidy the rent is raised :
if" the tenees and fields ook elean the rentis miseld; if
the farmer begins to laok camfortalile, and his wife and
children begin to dress well, his rent is raised. In
Treland industry is taxed : cleanliness is taxed, tidiness
is tuxed 1 every endenvor to improve the land is taxed.
Tarkey aud Irelmd are Llighted with tax, in the for-
mer levied by the Government, in the latter by the
tandlond,

in Ireland there is alsolutely no encouragement for
industry, beeatse there is no rewand for labor, The
Irish tenant is without mative or incentive to Iabor
beyond rising a bare sutliciency to keep him from
starvation.  On the contrary he has overy motivo to
be idle because he knows the moment his place begin<
to look neat hix rent will be raised. The Irish are
illiterate becanse schools were forbidden and & price
put an the ~choolmaster’s head. By English legisla-
tion Jrelamd hax been veduced to 2 state of slavery.
The Southern slavemaster hiad invested his mondy in
his slaves, and hal consequently to the extent of the
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money invested an interest o keep his slavo in condi-
tion to work for him; but the lrish landlord has no
such interest; the Irish tenant may live or die, but the
rent must bo paid.

Add to thiy, tho Irish lanlord is a conqueror; the
tenant conquered ; the landlord is hereditary foe and
oppressor, identified with every curse and misfortune
that has befullen Ireland and the Irish people; sits in
2arliament to legislate aygainst the tenant; is backed
by soldiers and police to eviet; is both law-maker and
law exceutor.  Lvery penny saved by the tenantis a
penny’s loss to the landlord.  Ilis interest is to keep
the tenant poor and ignorant, and he hns most suceess.
fully succeeded.  There ave, of conrse, exveptions, but
they are against both law and custom,  Ireland, of all
the nations of the world, is the only one where it is
the interest of the ruler to keep the people poor and
ignorant.  In both, Eglish rule has  etiectually sue-
ceeded.

In the face of this condition of things is it any
wonder Ireland is poor, its people ignorant, commerceo
and trade dead, the laud covered with the mist of
death, beggary in tatters, and the people in rebellion ?
The wonder is not that the Irish grumble or oceasional-
Iy shoot an agent or landlord, the wonder is they do
not shoot nearly every agent and landlord in Treland,
Were it not for the Catiolic religion they would. The
Catholic religion says;, ¢ thou shalt not kill,” ¢ thou
shalt not steal,” and the Irish people have preferred
famine and death rather than robbery and murder.
Waoe be to the Irish Iandlord the day Ireland forgets
her Catholic conscience and plays the role of France
maddened by oppression and recking in blond.  1f ever
a people were justitied in rebelling against oppression
the Irish ave.  On the guestion of the right of Ireland
to rebel ageainst England there is no question  Ireland
has the right to vebel against England.

England holds Ireland by the right of conquest.
England has oppressed and crashed Ircland as no na-
tion has ever been; destroyced her laws and language ;
destroyed her commerce and industry; crushed out
the energies of her people and reduced them to 2t state
of Legrary 5 torbade them education and by the most
atrocious cruelty would, if she could, have rolbed them
of their fuith. Faith and life are the only things
England has not taken from Ireland. Ireland's right
10 rebel against England is wot a question. Ireland
hus o right to rebel, and it to.moerrow Jreland eould
throw ofl’ the yoke of Eugland, Ireland would be justifi-
e in so doiug nor would there be bishop or priest who
would say nay.  But Ircland can not suceessfully rvise
ageainst England.  She has neither arms, nor inoney, noy
men, nor wer supplies. To vebel merely to he slangh-
tered is folly, is crime.

It is not the right of rebellion that i~ in guetion, at
the probability of suceess. Twa things are needed to
justify rebellion—a just eanse amd 2 rea-oaable poos-
peet of suceess,  The fivst Treland has, the sesond she
has rot. Theretore the folly and criminal med
those who would  conrsel  vebellion and diive an
wmrmed people to certain slanghter aud radace them
1o condition worse than at present.  fu this you have
the answer to the folly and criminad m vluess of the
Fenians and sSkirmishiers who seek to gowd on the peo-
ple to rebellion and coertain slugghter.  In this also you
Larve the oppm-ition of the Trish and American bishops
and priests, ad xensible men, to any attempt at rebel-
lon, or any measure that would bring Ireland int»
armed contliet with Encland,  For rvebellion more i
uecded tha the blustering braggadacio al the dyna.
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mites or the ridiculons invasion of Canada,  Rebellion
mens sterner work, and  wiser heads, and more honest
hauds than so fir have presented themaselves us the
representatives of the dynamito folly. or ¢ no rent-abso-
lute.” It [reland is to sueceed she must resort to other
forces than armed yebellion or French communism,
Irehand’s eause is altogother too sacred awd Ireland’s
present ~truggle altogether too important to be en-
dangered, as it at present gravely seems to be, by the
infusion of any unlawful priveiple or dishonest war-cry.
It Ireland is to succeed, .~‘|c must suceeed on the justice
of her cause, and Goad  know she has cause enough,
and justice cnough to carry her to vietory, and free her
from the tyrmy of landiordism.  But  Ireland
must be calm md sober in her struggle, and in patience
and unity agitate and discuss,

I ask, then, has Ireland no hope? Is there no means
of uniting her people aud culisting the ~olid co-opera-
tion of her leaders, lay and clevie, bishops and priests,
and presenting an anbroken frout to the cuemy ?  Is
there no legitimate and feasible Lattle-ery under which
heland ean fight with success? Isay yes, T say yves,
with every fibre of force [ have of Lody and mind,
Ireland has a battle-cry, a legitimate battle-ery, that if
properly used will carey her on to victory ; will give
her people fond and clothing and make her as she
ourht to be, a land of free men, not ot ~aves,

What ther is yonr battlo ery, you will natvrally ask ?
I answer, the Land Leagae now, and Home Rule
heveafter.  Under these two battle-cries—Land Leugue
tirst, Ifome Rale next—Ireland will and must succee:d.
Her right to both is indisputable. No sune man dis.
mies cither and every saue man will say God speed to
{mlh, aud by money and talents, and all permissible
ways, do his best for their success. The Dnish havea
right to the land of their conntry ; they have a right to
selfgovernment.  The former, however, they must buy
at o fair price, the Intter they mast be able 1o maintai
Liet us cadmly and dispassionately discuss both subjects,
more especiafly the former.

No movement since the Repeal under O'Connell has
~0 excited Ireland as the Land League agitation,  Re-
peal was pevhaps wmore uweisy. The Luand League is
mate intense, and comes neaver every man's door. The
Land Lengue has uniiied Ireland and excitel the sym.
pithy of the world, Pwo years ago the crap failed amld
Ireland was & heggenr befine the world,  The oceasion
gave the Irish leaders an opportunity to bring the con.
dition of Ireland lbefore the world,  Pablie opinion
forced England to look the matter in the thee: the
press discusseed it 2l Engiish sittesmen were faveed to
consivier it. The Land Leagne woull not dowas, Treland
had gained the cur of the world, aund for the dirst time
in years eelnd fareed England to listen to her, and for
i whole session off Parliament discuss the lrish gues.
tion, aad in the thee of most bitter opposition pass 2t
Land bill, that if passed ten years ago woall have set
Trekund mad with oy but today has but whetted her
appetite for e,

Now wheaee this rerent pawer to stiv up Eagland to
her centre and fix the eves of the world on Treland ?
Nut iu her ery for independence, that was raise i in the
vepe] novement; not famine, that raged in "3 and
exelted 19 such foree ; 1ot any dew oppression, o new
appression has been inangurated. 1 ask, then, in what
consists this new power? Wis it a0 mere change of
Home Rule for Land Leagne 7 Names are not power
unlest names involve principles.  This the  Land
Leagne does. It embodies a prineiple easily unde
st that appeals to the common honesty of man-
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kind, viz., that tho profits of a man's labor should be
his own and that the land of the country belongs to the
Jeople of a country, ‘
The-o ave principles &0 clear aml simple that nono
an doubt or gainsny them. Tt is the clearness and
justice of these principles that gave the Land Leaguo
its power and toreed Pngland to heed the voice of
Ireland und give hor some mensure of justice.  As long
as the Lund  League recognized the vights of the land-
lord as woll as the rights of the tenant, the Land Lea-
gue was simply irvesistible,  In the beginuning the ery
of the Land League was ¢ [air rents,” *live and let
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live” It plunted itsell on the broud principles of .

houesty—honesty to the tenant, honesty to the land-
lord. It recognized the rights of property. and agreed
to pay u fair vent for the uso of the land, but justly
demanded for the tenant fair compensation for his
Inbor and improvements.  With such a battle-ery the
Land League united Ireland, forced the attention of
England, and commanded the sywmpathy of the world.

The better to understand this whole matier let me
state some principles,  First, then, 1 hold labor is the
souree of all wenlth,  Second. the land of a country
belongs to the people of the country, not to 2 class,
Third, every man has a right to a portion of the land of
Qs country, if he is able and willing to purchase it.
Fourth, T further hold when a man has acquired 2 just
title 10 property, it cunnot Le taken from him withont
a fair compensation, but T further hold, it'the public
good requires a man’s property. then the publie good
is above the private and the public may take this
private property, but the public mast pay a fair price
for what it takes, Fifth, Lalso hold every eountry has a
right to self: government.

Under these principles T hold: First, the Ivish people
Lhave a right to the lund of their country, but they
must buy the improvements on it. Sccond the public
ool veyuives the Irish landlonds to sell their Jands,
but they must hie paid a fuir price fir them.  Third,
Ireland has a right to selffgovernment and shonld have
it.

Now, there ave two ways to buy property—one by
paying  fair rent, another by paying afaiv price. In
the first case the landlord gets a fair return for his
investment, and in the sccond, a fair price for his land,
which he can invest in trade or spend as he pleases.
Both ave just and as long as the Land Leagne held
these priuciples, the Land League was fvresistible. It
might by force be snppressed ; its advoecates imprisoned ;
juils Le filled; soldiers and police overrun the land;
discussion be gagged and the peaple silenced, but the
Luand Leagne would not dewn. nor would its principles
be ~ilenced.

PTeuth will not down, justice will not down, and no
canae founded on trath and justice will down. 1t may
be ~ilenced, bat down it will not, and i time it will
and mast rise. It was this—teath and juaice--that in
the beginning made the Land Leagae irvesistible. So
longe as it revognize:d the rights of others and was will-
fng to pay a faie vent itx manch was trinmphantly
anward and wpward, nor wonld it have vested till it
would have foreced ®fair-rents”™ now, and in tme
possession of the fawd. With the battleery, «fair
rents now. and a tair price bereafter.” the Land Lieague
would not anly have won 2 land aet as 2 paetial instal-
ment, but i time fairer rents, and in the end the
breaking up of the present iniquitous lanl system of
Ireland, and the sale of the estates in fee simple to the
tenants, s has feen done in Fragee and Germany., aml
eliewiere in Lurape,
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that on tho basis of “ fair rents now, and a fair price
hereafter,” the Land League would and must sneceed.
Under such 2 cry Iveland would be united—bishops,
priests, leadors, people, one. A whole people united,
with justico and teuth as their guide, will win. must
wgn, and on that basis the Tand League will win, must
win,

What is the presont condition of the Land League
agitation? The leaders divided; bishops and priests
ing out; the people confused; turmail, division,
wenkness, prospective defeat.  Everywhere fear that
one of the tairest chanees Treland has ever had is abont
to pass away, and the Tand Leaguy is to be another of
Ireland’s fatlures.  Thix is a grave state of attaivs, and
one not to bo met with a hureal, or # down with those
who are opposed to us.”

1 ask, then, why should any one cry halt to the Land
League, or now hesitate to co-operate with a mexsure
so full of hope, so fair, so powerful as this was in the
beginning, oxciting not only the active sympathy of
the world, but forcing Englund to her feet ? What has
one wrong with it that so many are beginning to ery
halt or to =av [ eannot go with you ? Something sorious
indeed when so many of the Irish bishops and priests
are erying halt; when such meu as Archbishop Croke,
o pronounced as a leader and patriot, and =0 many in
Ameriea are erying halt. Something serious indeed
has gone wrong, What is it ? The answer is given in
the two words  No Rent.”  From the day these un-
fortunate words were uttered. the Land League has
steadily declined, and theve iz grave fear that it is
woing to fail. God grant it may not; yet there is much
canse for fear.

Now, what is “ no rent?' On what is it buased ? In
its naked deformity “ no rent™ means that the tenant,
under the plea that he is poor and the landlord rich,
will pay no rent for the use of the land he occupies.
But this is theft—clear, unquualified theft, and is based
on the communistic doctrine, * property is robbery.”

On the sume plea the rvobber is justified. No viler
doctrine was ever promulgated in the streets of Paris.
It is un.Catholic, it is un-Irish, and it continued in and
forced as a part of the Land League doctrine, then the
Land League is doomed, and no power on earth can or
ought to save it. No special pleading nor plausible
theorizing can conceal the fiact t]lmt “no rent”’ mceans
robbery.  As well take 2 man's puarse, as take his land.
The cause of Ireland is too sacred to be wantouly
drageed into the gutters. or the fair flag of Erin be
tarnished by robbery. There is too much that is holy
in the oviginal Land League movement to require any
of the mad doctrines of Paris to give it strength. Keep
the Land League pure zay I. Keep the styin of rob-
Lery from it Let it stand upon the right of the tenant
to i support from the land he cultivates. to a right in
the improvements he makes, to fixity of tenure at «
faiv price now _and ownewship hereafter, and I pledge
suceess to the Land League, and «t no distant future
an cned to Jandlordizm in Ireland.  With the battie cry,
- fuir rent= now and a fair price hereafter” the Lund
League must win, beeause it savs “justice to the
tenaut, justice to the Ludlord,” and under such a
bLanuer there will be unity, and strength, and victory.

There ave two forms of the “no rent” policy—une
“no rent absolute,” the other “ no rent velative,”  The
tirst is “robbery absolute,” the second *no rent con-
ditional.”  The first ean not be accepted, the sceond
may or may uot acconding o circumsiances,

Catholic theology teachies that where a person has

To me nothing ia clearer than | been cheated or robbed, he has the vight to vecover to
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the extont of the injury done him—by force if neces.
sury. 1f' he can wot recover oponly then he may
privately. Now no one doubts there are thousands of
tonunts in Ireland who have been robbed by their land.
lords and 50 would bo justified publicly or privately in
withholding the vent as a just compensation for the
injury done them. Where such cases ave clearly estab-
lished the tenant is entirely justified in refusing rent
till such time us ho in fair measure has repaid himself
tor-the injustice dono him by his lundlord. But this
compensation ¢un not extend boyond the injury done to
himself’; it eannot extend back to the injury done his
forefathers.  Nor can the fact that landlords as a
cluss have done inury to a people as a whole be made
a reason why individuals sl\ou d hold the rent. The
injury must huve been done by the individual landlord
to the individual tenant ere the individnal tenant would
be justified in holding the rent. General injustice will
not justify privato injustice. Compensation must be
from the particular indiv-dual injuring to the identieal
person injured. That the Irish landlords as a body
have done injury to the Irish people as a whole, will
not justify individuils to withold the rent where the
landlords have been unjust. Individuals inny withhold
rent to the extent to which they bave been injured.
But to groclaim “no rent” as a general principleis
not tenable, and if persevered in will bring fuilure on
one of the most sucted movements ever inaugurated in
Ireland. This must not be, shall not bo, and every
man and woman here or elsewhere who has a particle
of love fur Ireland and the tenants’ cause should rise
in his might and cry out # it shall not be.” The fair
name of lreland must not now be tainted by robbery.
Herctofore Ireland has been houest, even if poor. She
has preferred death to dishonor. Norv will she now
write dishonor on her flag or place horself' before the
world as a robber and thief. Pray that the Land
League muy stand; that the principles it advocates
may stand, and that foliy may not destroy so much
that is commendable. Resist the present system of
land tenure, break it up if you will. but recognize the
rights of the landlord. Cease not in your efiorts till
the people own the land and exch man c¢an put his
foot upon a piece of ground and say wind and rain
may enter here but the landlord may not.” And I
believe the Land League is capable of doing all this.

To accomplish this you will nawrally ask what I
propose. Well, then, [ propose: First, for the pre-
sent the tenant shall pay a fair rent, but no moro.
Second, the landlord =hall give the tenant fixity of
tenure.  Third, the improvements made by the tenant
shall be the tensnt’s. Fourth, in time the lundiord,
shall bu forced to sell the land to the tenant for which
the tenant shall pay a fair price.  Fifth, Ireland shail
have Home Rule, and thus be enabled to develop her
own resources, establish manufactures, and open up in
her own way cominerce which the world.

I believe all this can be ultimately accomplished if
the Land League movement is not destroyed by the
folly that has started this unhallowed “no rent™ cry.
By persistent agitation all this can be accomplished ;
net ina day. but in time it can.  Sixty years steady
dgitation have given lIrcland emaucipation, cnlarge
nent of the frafchise, schools, a Catholic university,
Maynooth, disestablishments, the encombered cstates,
and the late land act—a clear, marked, decided advance
since 1329, when O'Connell was the first Catholic to
enter the English Parlinment since the Reformation.,
Ifas much be accomplished in the next sixty years,
Ireland will be well on to planty and happiness, her
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tenants proprictors and hor Parliament in Dublin.
But rebellion or robbery will bring weither. The
former will end in dofent, the latter in disgrace. Eng-
land ix not to be frigh oned by the threat of rebellion
nor will she open her jails at the cry of * No rent.”
The cry will mako hor stronger and Ireland weaker.
But givo the tenant fair rent, fixity of tenure; give
him, in Leinster, Muunster, and Connaught, the tonant
rights of Ulster and in twenty yoars I[reland will be
changed from a land of death and desolation to a land
of comparative comfort, and in forly years tho tenunt
will bo able to purchase the land. Then forco the
landlord by proper legislation—recognizing his rights
while enforcing the tenant’s-—to sell at a faire prico
such portions of his land as ho will not till. Let the
landlord work as well as the pensant. This is not a
world for drones, Let all men carn their bread by the
sweat of their brow. If the landlord will not work let
him starve. He is no better than his neighbor. To
king and pessuant alike Gol has said work.  When the
land is taken from the landlord, let him be paid for it,
and with this cash capital let him start manufactures.
There is no reason why an English or Irish landlord
shall sit in idleness or eat the bread of oppression.
God has given him no such privilege. The Irish peo-
ple have a right to bread ; they have a right to so-
mething better than potatoes and a mud hovel, often
not fit for a pigg.  They have a vight to the land.  Thoy
have a vight to an cducation. They have a right to self-
government.  But for their bread they must work, for
the land they must pay, and for selfgovernment they
must agitate. By these means they will succeed, but
they will never succced by robbery or rebellion. « No
rent” will kill the LandLeague, strengthen the land-
lord and fling Ircland back for years to come. * Fair
rent, fixity of tenure, right in improvements, ultimate
ownership and Home Rule,” will unite Ireland. honor
her canse, and bring victory. Which will you choose ?

The condition of tho tenant in Ulster is vastly better
than in any other part of Ireland, and because the
Protestants are mostly in Ulster it is claimed theiv
religion s the cause. This is & mistake. The re-
ligion of the tenants of Ulster has about as much to do
with their prosperity as the Emperor of China had to
do with the last cclipse. The cause of Ulster's pros-
perity is in the tenure of the land there, not in the
religion of the tenants.  Let me explain,

During the veigns of Elizabeth, James L., Chatles 1.,
and Cromwell, the Irish chieftains were defeated,
murdered or banishe], their lands contiseated, and the
people driven to « Connaught or hell,” as it was said.
Then English uand Svotch adventurers, or kingly or
queenly favorities were brought in, the lands divided
and Protestants imported from England or Scotland
with directions that they be ¢ planted.” that is that
they Le 80 vouded in the soi'. -hat they would remain.
For this purpose fixity of tenuve and right in the im-
provement of the lands were ganaranteed. Thus the
tenant had motives to work, for his savings were his
own. e bad fixity, hence had motive to improve.
As long as he paid his venthe wax practically immovable.
I the lanlord wished to dispossess him, he must com-
pensate him for his improvements, and often the im-
provements were of more value than the land. To
this was, and is duc the prosperity of Ulster, not to
the religion of the people.

In the other province of lreland there is no such
protection. There the tenant is absolutely at the mercy
of the landlord. e has neither fixity of tenure nov
right ju his improvements, nor inceative to indu try,




THE CATHOLIC SHIELD.

177

- T ——

nor motive to cleanliness; on the contrary shiftless.
ness, dirt, squalor, are all at a premium for the simple
reason that the lenst sign of improvement means a riso
in rent. Henco the houses of the Irish peasantry ave
hovels, their clothing rags, their food potatoes aud
their condition beggary.

In Amerien monopolicsare becoming grave cause of
fear; monopolics .in  manufucturers, monopolies in
railroad, oil, coal, iron, lund. Thoe most dangerous of all
monopolies is that of land. But in Ireland the land is
the one grand und all absorbing n-aiopoly divided
among n class of men foreign in race anu religion; with-
out sympuathy ov interest ni lheJ)eoplo; ubsentees, who
spend their money in England or on the Continent.
Most of these nndlovds hold thousands, many of themn
tens of thonsands of acres, and that in a country where
there are but two and a half acres of aruble land to
vuch inhabitant, and that taxed to the starvation point,
and the tenant liable to be turned out at an hour’s
notice. Nay, many of them living on a perpetual
natice to quit as was the case with -the late Lord
Leitrim, who regularly served his tenants with a notico
to quit at the semi-annual payment of rents, and at
whose hands, it is said, no comely woman was safe.
No wonder he was shot, yet his death was murder.

To remedy thero evils was tho Land League started,
and in honestly seckinyr their remedy is the strength of
the movement.  Yhe object of the Land League ix to do
what has been done in France and Germany—divide
the land among tho people.  alf the population of
France lives by agriculture.  Fivo million farms there
are of less than #ix acre<; half a million average ~ixty
aeres; and there are only fifty thousand that average
six hundred aceres. The peaants of France in great
measure own their own fisms.  llence their wonderful
industry and extriordinary wealth, that enabled the
French people to pay so promptly the frightful in-
demnity exacted by Prussia at the end of the late
Franco-Prussian war., The like is unknown in the his-
tory of the world.  Even we, with all one wealth and
wonderful expansion, could not have done what France
did. The indemnity was the savings of the French
farmers and the strength of Prussin was her peasant
yecomunry. nearly every one of whom was a {rechold
farmer. )

Asin France, nearly half the population of Prassia
lives by firming.  In both countries the land is divid.
ed into small compaet farms, that in their clean and
neat appearances give both countries the appearance
of a highly cultivated garden, The cause in both
countries is the same.  Tho people own the soi), hence
have a motion for industry. The same is in Italy and
Spain.

In the year 1811, Prussia following in the line of
France, abrogated medieval serfdom, bought up the
land from the land owners divided in into small farms
and then sold them on enxy terms to the people. The
same is now bring done in Russia, and thmlg‘x not yet
accamplished. Russin is on tho right road.  1a a few
years Russin will have transformed her booys into
independent land-owners.  In this will be hor strength
and with the geace of God the end of her Nihilism.

The same must in time come to Ireland, England
and Scotland—to Ireland first, because there land
tenure is worst.  The great mannfactures of England
and Scotland have, so fur, saved these countries from
a laud revolution but with the prospective decadence
of trade in England und the rapid development of our
orade in Awmerica, the land question cannot long be
telayed in theiv country.  Peaple will not starve while

landlords riot in wealth. The Land Lesgue is the
entoring wedgo for land reform in Englunff and Scot-
land. The movement has alicaly begun in Scotland
and promises to be one of the questions in the coming
Parliamont. In the face of theso facts it behooves
every lovor of Ireland to see that Land Leaguuv move-
ment in Ireland be not outlawed by the insane and
dishomnest ery of “norvent.” Let honesty give strength
to the struggle and unity give ¢ourage to the timid,
then there will be hope for the tenant, hope for the
landlord, and hope for Ireland. If the cause of Iroland
is entrusted to the madmen who form the radical wing
of the Irish party, then her cause is done for, and the
Land Leaguce will be ruined by the usual cnemy of
Ireland—disunion.

As ever in such movements there is in the Land Lea-
gue agitation a class of mad, irresponsible men, without
means or position, which nothing to lose and all to
gain, adventurers—who under the plea of patriotisms
awe constantly pushing themselves forward and assum-
ing that they ure the voice of Ireland, and are the only
and true cxpounents of the Irish cause. They are ever
erying blood and thunder, and to hear them talk ono
would suppose the British lion would be torn to pieces
in a week. Dynamite and bluster is their stock-in
trade. They have u wonderful iteching to handle mo-
ney, are constantly erying for more, and when asked to
give an account for monies 1cceived they have no
tecount to wive.  If any one questions their doctrines
or doubts their motives, such person is covered with
abuse, denounce:l as a traitor to Iveland, anti-Irish and
in leagne with England to crush Iveland.  As a clasy
these men never will accomplish anything, but will
damage any cause in which J:cy are engaged. Their
doctrines are untenable, their actions dubious, and they
end in ridiculons Tronut River expeditions. They
bring ridicule on Ireland and the Irish cause, mako
men disgusted with their dynamite farce.  Witness the
late proceedings here in the vile attack, made on Arch-
bishop Croke and “others” because they condemned
the “no rent” policy. No man donbts Archbishop
Croke’s patriotism, or his earnest, honest eflorts in
behalf of his country. No man in Ireland has said
noblor words than he in behalf of the people, but be-
cause he wonld not accept what cannot be aceepted—
“norent” &s a battle cry, then he isa traitor to Ive-
land. These men are a scandal to Iveland, a weakness
to her cause, and will bring dizunion and defeat wher-
over they ave. Their maxim is “ rulo of yuin ™ and for
self' they would sucritice theo most sacred cause. 1f the
Lund Leagne fails, they, and they alone, will be the
cause.

In conclusion, let me present in eondensed form the
results of all I have said: First. I hold the land of @
country belongs to the people of the country, not ton
class.  Second. All men must work, and thus be a
factor of wealth in the country. Third. Where men
hold large tracts of land to the grave detriment of
sorjety and will ueither till it themselves, nor at a fair
price rent to others who till it, then in such case society
in selfdefence has a right to take from such landlords
the land thoy hold and give it to those who will 4ll, but
socicty in such case must pay the landlord a fair price
for their interest in it.  Fourth. Where laud is rented
as & pevmancnt form of land tillage, then there must be
fixity of tenure, at a faiv and moderaie rent gumranteed
the tenant.  Fifth. The fruits of labor must acerue to
the laborer, clse theiris no incentive to work; henco
the improvements made by the tenant must belong to
the tenant. Sixth. No man should be permitted to
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aequire wealth at the expense of another, nor is it safe
for society that any one man, or class of men, should,
by legislation or otherwiso, be afforded the meuans of
aequiring & monopoly in cither land or trade. Sovonth.
The people of u country havo aright to solf government,

Guided Dby these principles, I hold : "First. The
people of Ireland Lave u right to the Jand of their
country, but they must pay a fair price for it; orif
they rent, then a fitir rent for tho use of' it, the improve-
ments made by the tenant being guaranteed to the
tenant, Second. The [rish landlords, having abused
their trust, oppressed the people and refused to cultivate
their lands, slmll be forced by proper legislation to xell
their lands for which the people shall pay a fair price.
Third. Ireland shall have Ilome Rule,

All thig, I believo, can be obtained by steady,
judicious agitation, and is embodied in the principles of
the Land League. Hence, 1 hold by the Land Lengue
in its originull: form, which means “the Land for the
people and lome Rulo for Irgland," but I refuse to
fight under the battle cry of “No Rent.”

0

EDUCATIONAT NOTER,

CATHOLIC SCIOOLS.

From Lenten Pastoral of Rt. Rev. Kilian Caspar Fluseh, I). 1)., Bishop
of LaCrosse, Wis.—(Catholic Litizen)

A more thorough Christian education of our Catholic youth is
becoming acrying necesgity und calls for our immediate atteution.
A great deal has alrcady been done in the diocese iu this regard.
In 26 congregations good Catholic schools are established and
supported.  But there are several congregations able to support a
school thut have not as yet made any cndeavors to cstablish
one,

Christian parents, if in this time of indifferentism and infidelity,
you wish to preserve in your chiliren and hand down to posterity
the precious treasure of your holy faith. you must provide for the
more thorough Christian training of yvour children. You must
cstablish Catholiv schools  We must make the training and edeica-
tion of our children thoroughlv Christinn, Loth in the school-
room aud in the family at home. We hardly nced to advert to
the fact that schools which exclude religious training, as our pu-
blic sehools do, were repudiated by the Chureh long ago.

« The school of a Christian people cannot bie separated from the
Church  without sin*' Caid, Manning). Your children are
Laptized in the Catholic faith, and by the grace of holy laptism,
were made children of God.  As such, they possess & strict right
to instruction in their holy faitli; astrict right to the training of
their conscience by the knowledge of the divine precepts; a strict
right to the means of grace. Ther are strictly entitled to an
education whicl is based upen the doctrine and the cxample of
our loly Redecmer. The children claim this right by a title
divine and holy, which is far superior to any claim which they
mRy have to temporal gouds or inheritance in this world. ‘The
place where this divine right is seeured to the children is the
Christian school. There is no othier chance for a sufficient Chrix-
tian training and cducation of our youth 1t is & mockery to say
that the parents should instruct their children in cat chism at
home and prepare them for the holy racraments. They have
neither the time nor the paticnee, and frequentdy not the abitity,
for such a task. Nor are the so-called Sunday rchools in any way
sufticient for the requirements.  For smaller missions where it is
impossible to cstablish a Catholic school, these Sunday-schools
are good and even necessary, because it is better to bave some
instrnction than none at all  But in larger congregations having
arcsident pastor, both the pastor and the people should strain
every nerve to establish and to keep up o good Catholic school
for the Christian training aud cducation of the children  Parents,
sve your children! They arc the most precious and rezponsible
trust divine Providence has confided to your care, Those that
neglect the Chridinn cducation of their children, gin gricvonsly
and make themselves unworthy of the hioly sacraments,

In canneetion with the foregoing, we beg to advert to the power-
ful influence of thu press on the winds of onr youth, which is so

. ——— ——

fond of reading. By the agency of an irreligious press, the sced
of indifferentism and infidelity is sown in the unwary, irreligion
and corruption of wnorals are spread among our reading youth,

We, therefore, eshiort pastors of souls and pavents of children
in particular to be on their guard, lest the cnemy sow cockle in
the Master's ficld—tho hearts of those intrusted to their eavro. Do
vot, beloved brethren, support by your moucy such papers as
poigson the minds of their readers, mock religious belief, and
ridieule whatever is holy and dear to you. On the other hand it
is a duty on the part of Catholics to support their own Cotholic
papers, which labor to counteract the evil influence of a corrupt-
ing journalism and which furnish sound and instructive reading.

PHILOSOPHICAL SEANCE Al' THE UNIVERSITY COl.-
LEGE OF OTTAW.A.

Yesterday being the feast of St. Thomas it was appropriately
celebruted by the students of philosophy

Mr. Edward O'Sullivan, of Lawreuce, Mass., delivered the first
essay, entitled, The Philosophy of the Holy Fathers. The speaker
developed this cokxpamti\-cly difficult essay ina munner which
evinced & scriour study of the principles of the history of phito-
sophy and of the philosophy of history. These principles he
applicd by demoustrating his thesis with all the piecision and
profoundncess of an ardent student of philosophy, by showing the

- origin, progress and glorious triumph of schiolastic philosoply in

the doctrine of St. Thomak “«quinus  Mr. Ed, O'Suilivan proved
by his abie management of his subjcdt that beauty is but the
splendor of truth; for the graceful charms of his style were but
the natural accompaniment of the solidity of the doctrines by him
laid down throughout the course of his Jecturs

Mr. Constautinean, of Ottawa, then pronounced an alle dis-
course in the beautiful langunge of Bossuet and Fenclon. His
subject was ¢ Progress**  He asks what is progress, and answers
that true progress of man consists cssentially in the right culture
of his intellectunl facnltics, and the proper direction of his will,
ITe proves that man was not created in n savage state. that he did
not lose his natural knowledge by the fall of Adam, bat that evil
passions and the habits of a nomadic life wer: the cause of this
great loss which man was obliged to rep ir by making scrions
offorts towards the acqnisition of a neressary knowledge  Then
taking a historical view of hig subject, Ly comparing the different
stages of society, the essayist clearly demonstrated that rocicly
has ever heen progressing in the varions branches of scientific
knowledye and in the attainments of art, Speculative science
attains its highest points during that period of history called the
Middle Ages.  Art rises to its culminating point towards the . Wl
of the same epoch. Natwmal sciences have come forth in the
bright effulgence of thair glory during our ovwn age.  ‘The younyg
orator suceeeded in establishing these different parts of his essay,
and, while he proved his thesis, he at the same time kept aloot
from all exapgerated ideas in treating his subject.

Mr Farrell McGovern. of Almonte, next ¢ame forward in an
csray on thie Eve and Ear,  The worthy representative of the first
vear's course of Mental Philosophy produced an elaborte amplifi-
cation of the thesis—sensitive knowledge. What hie said of the
cye and the car conld be proved of the other senses with the sanie
evidenee, did the establishing of such proofa fall within the scope
of his cexay A thorough knowledge of physiology, an eatruor-
dinary familiarity with the theoties of light and sonnd alsoa
correct idea of the theris of semsitive knowledge were shown
forth by Mr. M+ .rn in the course of thiz essay, which was
treated in & masterly wmanner by the yonthful student.

With this essuy - which was a striking proof of the usefuiness
and necessity of a gerious study of the naturul seiences, in oide
to attain any degree of high perfeetion and wnrked distinetion in
the acquisition of the queen of them all, mental philosophy —this
interesting seance closed its proceedings.

Leaving aside as unworthy their cflorts, the superfivial study
of natural scicnces, these students have xeriously profited of the
boun of & complete curriculum of studies, cmbiracing all the diffe-
rent brarcher of scicnces which prepare the hCristmn youth to
take his stand in the world at the end of his course in a manner
which can Lut reflect the highest cradit and hanor on the cause of
Chrdstian education.—Ottawa £, ee Press, March 9.
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« THE SCHOOL QUESTION.

—

The frequent references made to the Separate School system
during the session of the Ontarlo Parliament receutly terminated
shows that public attention ix being directed in a very marked
degree to the present status and efticiency of that system. Fora
long time 1t was the practice of certain of tho cnemics of Catholic
cdueation to deem the eaistence of Catholic schools v matter of
too little moment to-require attention, Others, again, when
deigning to refer to them, indulged in cither violent condemon.
tiou of the system or in prophecy of ies speedy downfall, ‘There
is now quite s change in the attitude of the non-Catholic public
in regard of our schools, The number of friends of Catholic
cducation amongst non.Catholics has year by year increased, till
it may be said that in the Province of Outario a lange wajority of
Protestant citizens is well affected towards the Scparate School
system. It bas, lwwever, numerons encmier, some guiescent.
nwaiting a well-timed opportunity for assault, others as loud and
pronounced in condemnation as ever. It is well, in our estima-
tion, for the friends of Catholic education in Ontario that it
should have its enemies, for enmity ever makes friends vigilant,
active, and carnest, The time may come--we cannot say how
soon—when all the vigilance, activity and earnestness of the friends
of the Ontario Separate School system will bie called into play. It
is our duty to prepure for that time by giving the condition of our
schools, the causes of their inetficiency—wherever incficney

exists—and the furtber legal protection demanded for their |

growth and solid development, such consideration as may lead to
their being placed on a solid and unassailable basis. The present
condition of our Catholic Schoolr affords just ground for sclf-
congmtulalion. When we compare theitpresent status with that
of twenty years agu, we see on every side evidences of marvellous
progress, impervious to the most adverse criticixm:  Tn every city
and town of Ontario where Separute Schools existed in 1863, there
has been, w8 our readers well know, o very decided an improve-
went in the condition of onr schools as to Jead to the hope that in
the next twenty years & much more declded improvement can be
cffected.  There has been advancement in the cliaracter of school
buildings, in the number and quality of teachers, and in the
intellectual trainiug of pupils which even a comparison with the
progress of the public schools in that time cannot but bring into
fuller light, The cunses of the mpid progress of our schools in the
1ace of adverse legislation, and of ill-disguised if not open hostility
on the part of school officialy, ax well as the indificrence of a large
number of Catholics themselves are .1) the thorough devotedness
und noble self-sacrifice of the Catholic ity of Ontario in the
orgrnization and support of Scparate Schools-—(2) the ceascless
snpervision and active assisiance extended to the schools by the
hicerarchy and clergy of the Province, and (3. the untiring though
nunterially ill-rewarded Jabor of the Catholic teachers, lay and
religious, in the furtherance of the moral and intellectual welfare
of the Catholic youth of Ontatio.

Wherever inefliciency now exists, it is due, as has always been
the case, to either oue of these causcs, the absence of adequate
legixlation, the hostility of departmental and municipal officers,
the indifference of Catholic schools-supporters, resulting in unwise
sclections of trustees, the cmployment of ill-qualified teachens, the
wa"(tl of necessary scliool requisites, and the irregular attendance of
childien.

Several amendinents to the School Jaw have beer. of late years,
maude in u direction beneficial to Separate Schools.  These amend-
ments should be utilized to the fullest practical extent, and others
ucces:ary—and there are some very necessary—called for and
vigorously insisted upon. The hestility of government depart-
wental apd municipal officials should never le allowed to pass
without ready exposure and severe vondemnation, Many of these
persons find a particular gratification in impeding the work of
Catholic education. Their conduct ahould mect with s0 sterna
reprobation on the part of Catholics a8 to lead, if at all possible. to
their official decapitation.  Too mnch attention cannot be given by
Catholics to the selection of Sepumte School Trusteen. Au inef-
ficient board of trustees, cithier in whole or part, alwayvs excrcises a
most deleterious cffect on the schools under its care.  If thoronghly
devoted Catholics only be appointed to these important charges,
there will be carnestness in schoul manngement, wise seloctions
wade of teacliers and o ready provision of all requixites called for
in progressive nod eflicient schwola  We have now in this Province
2 body of Catholic tenchiers second to none in the Dominion. By
their fruits are they known, Many of themn have grown gy in
the noble work and have the consolation to know that throngh
their assistauce 8 generation of patriotic citizens has risen, a credit
to country and religion.  Others are but Leginning what mnst be s
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useful and honorable carcer,  All of them, whether lay or religious,
in view of past services and present merit and efficiency, require
and should have generously extended to them the ready and
undevided suppait of every section of the Cutholic population of
Ontario — Cutholie Record.

TUREE IMVPORTANT QUESTIONS.

1t i= a difticult thing to convince many parents who
are not indifforout in religious matters—who hear Mass
aud appronch the Sncraments—that their children
would not suffer temporal loss by attending a Catholic
school. Catholic a8 these parvents claim to be, the
question of temporal gain or loss is paramount. It is so
important in their eyes, that the spiritual question,
“ What doth it profit 8 man to gain the whole world
and lose his own soul 2 weighs, in comparison, very
light.  But it is a sad trath, the application of which is
not confined to nominal Catholics, that the supposition
that 4 boy or a girl is bettor fitted for the steuggle by
tho public-school process, is widespread. The parochial
schoals in this city ave overcrowded, it is true, not
becruse the number of children in the parishes is
proportionately represented, but becnuse tho school-
wildings are inadequate to hold the comparatively
small number of children that attend them.

1literate people are most cuger in defence of the
public schools. Eduacation” to them means some-
thing rich and rave, mystorions, high and incompre-
honsible. The more red tape there is about it, the
more valuable it becomes in their oyes. lence the
onforced lack of “ book-learning " among many of our
*)eoplo, who, deprived of all their rights and privileges
oy the despotism of England, are really incapablo of
truly  defining what this dazzling mirage, modern
ciucation, is. 1t is odd to find Irishmen who gloriously
sacrificed all tho advantages of learning rather than
give up that Faith which was dearer to them than life,
or anything that life could give, willing to imperil the
spiritual welfure of their children for something which
they are by no menans swre will bring these children
cven the coveted ““mess of pottage.”  Esan sacrificed
less, but gmined more than these people. It is honorable
to Jrish faith and Irish firmness that so many of the
race are ignorant of those things which a blind world
vulues as most precious. It is shameful that so many
of that race, illustrious. wbove all, for its devotion to
the Church, should follow the counsels of o blind world
and allow their children to risk the Faith for which
Ireland sutfored all sorrows and all wrongs. There aro
mauy reasons why a parent in this country should
value education highly. It is supposed to be the key 1o
all temporal good; and s0 it would be, if it were real
education, but it is not. 1f it gave a child’s hand skill,
if' it guided and helped him to concentrate his thoughts,
if it trstined him for those tasks for which he is'best
titted, it would be worth wsucrifice, but not the sacrifice
which many Catholies are willing to make for its
counterfeit.

There hax boen an casy, go-as-you-please air about
many of the Cutholic pavochial schools which contirmed
ignorant or carcless parents in prejudices that their
inclinations led thom to adopt with readiness. Lax
pastoral supervision aund incompetent teachers have,
1n some localities, made parochial scheols words of
roproaick, and  created an antipathy  towsrds  them
which yours of cavnest amd zelous work only ean
remove, If all Catholic purents knew their duties and
felt their responsibility. a badly-managed Catholic
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school would be impossible; for the interest and en-
couragement of the pavents would so spur on managers
and teachers, that neither the propor spirit nor tho
necossury means would bo lacking, But in some Cath-
olic * parishes "—the word is & convenient one and
expressos what we moan—tho parochial school scems
to bo an exotic, oxisting beeause the Church insists on
Catholic edueation, supported, though grudgingly, be-
cause of that fuct, and governed intermittently by
anybody who will teach for the least money.  The
Pastor may make his periodical appeal for funds and
upils, but, so long as the school be managed in a half:
earted way, the people, ignorant of their duties and
dazzled by the public-school’s superfivial show, will not
respond.  His appeals will not move them, unless he
can show that heis giving them someting in return
for their contributions. It is useless (o say that these
people have not the true Catholic spirit. [t is admit-
ted that they have not. Novertheloss, their childrer.
must be saved ; and tho children will convert the par-
ents. Parents who believe that their children can
learn as much Catechism during an hour on Sunday
as they learn during five hours in school on week-days,
believo as well thav the dry bones of the Catechism
shall cause their children to live. If they had the true
Catholic spirit, they would not hold this article of a
popular and perverted creed. A Catholic school which
teaches only tho sentences of the Cutechism is a Cath.
olic school only in name. Itis better than a public
school, where even the “Supreme Being " is morely
acknowledged, but it is not what it ought to be; and it
ought to be a centro of Christian knowledge, where the
spirit of Catholic teaching should reign over every act
and word. It should give the child the means of de-
fending his faith. It should heighten his reverence
and intlame_his zeal by those practices and examples
which the Church presents to us. Every other olject
is second to these, and all other knowledge accessory.
-The cause of Catholic education in this country
has hud two obstacles to overcomo—the ignorance
or carclessness of the peaple, and the incfliciency
of Cutholic schools, Inach helped the other. It is
only of late that the nced of systematizing Catholic
parochial schiools has become apparent. And who that
reads Bishop Elder’s very practical cireular in this
nhumber of tho Freeman can doubt that it has become
apparent? Bishop Ryan, of Bufialo, and othor eminent
prelates have attempted to organize a Catholic school
system in their Dioceses which will give Catholic
scl;gols the intelligent and constant supervision they
need.

‘There are thousands of Cathalie fathers, practical men,
with good intentions in the main, who would liberally
respond to any appeal for assistance to the canse of
Catholic edncation, provided that the parochial schools
gave the thoroughness in the rudimentary elasses
which is to-day so rare in every branch of instraetion,
Business-men of common-sense and moderate means
want their sons and the boys whom they are compelled
to employ to have a thorough grounding in the three
great Rs, which include spetling. They do not ask for
superfluitics. Awmerican boys, whose schooltime is
generally limited, need thorough, ])mctical grounding
in what are called the * radiments.” If a hoy have time
for geometry, it iy well for him to learn it, since in
some trades he may find use forit. But during the
short time which the avernge Awerican boy spends at
school, ho does well if hie learn how to apply readily
aud cffectively the threo Rs to tho practieal purposes
of life. A school which doos not prepare him to earn

his living is practically a worthless sehool, since he
must waste time in unlearning what he has learned.
Tho questions before Catholic edncators aro these :
Iow to make parochial schools Catholic 2 How to make
Catholic schools practical 2 How to convince Catholics,
religious and lay, that it is not necessary to accept the
public schools s models ?7—2N7 Y. Freeman's Journal.

THX LINDSAY SCHOOL.
The Cunada School Journal, in an article on the Lind-
say school, says: *¢The separate school for boys is
attended by about two hundred pupils and has attained
8 high degree of efficiency during the past four years,
during which it has been conducted by Mr. White, the
gentleman who won the prize offered *hrough the -
berality of his grace Archbishop Lynch to the Roman
Catholic student who first obtained n tirst-class provin-
cial certificate, grade A.  The separate school for girls
“i8 one of the best school buildings in Outzrio.  Every-
thing pertaining to the health and comfort of the
))upils has received duc attention in its construction,
The furniture and fittings throughout ure of the most
approved modern pattern.  The intellectual and moral
culture of the pupils in both schools is attended to with
the greatest possibde care, but PFather Statto.d has
recognized the fuct that it is not in vither of these
departments that the schools of the country are weakest,
and has wisely made the most thorough arrangement
for the recreation and physical development of the
children attending these schools. The  boys’ school
has a large, wellfitted gymnasium as well as a good
playground, and the girls have a lage ficld surrounded
y o high board fence, in whinh they are encouraged
to enjoy in u real, hearty manuner games ot ball and
other exercises which have too long been misnamed
“ manly sports.” These girls have an organized ¢ suow
shoe club,” and their large field aftords ample oppor-
tunity for practice-tramps during the winter scason.
Father Siaflond claims to be a leador in introducing
this and other games calling forth vigorous physicial
exercises into givls' schools. Su far at least as snow
shoeing is concerned we think he is emiitled w the
credit of first introduction. Foot and base ball, e.c,
have for some time been practised in approprinte cos-
tume in Vassar and other schools for young ladies.
We cannot too highly commend the wislom and justice
of the man who recognizes the fuct that the physical
constitntion of a1 human being is a most importaut
clement in deciding his success or failure in Dite, and
who believes that one of woman's best rights is a
vigorous body.  Su-h aman Father Stattird is, and he
never alows a theory to grow cold or stale betore put-
ting in into practise.

Mr. Bell, Orangeman and M. P. P.. Toronto, would,
we funcy, not make such an exhibition of himsolf were
he to become conversant with the workings of our
séparate schools. IHo wonld discover that in Lindsay
and other places of Ontario, his “ backbone ” inspectors
could learn mauny usecful lessons from such men as
Father Stafford, and ho would also tind that sepurate
school children arc able to hold their own in competi-
tion with pupils of the Common schools—Ed. Catiolic
Record.

A. Burcay, Printer, 170} Sparks st., Ottawe. |




