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APPORTIO\IMENT OF THE LEGISLATIVE SCHOOL
GRANT FOR UPPER CANADA, FOR THE YEAR 1862.

Circular to the Clerk of each County, City, Town, and Village
Municipality in Upper Canada.

Str,—I have the honour to transmit herewith, a certified
topy of the apportionment for the current year, of the Legis-
lative School Grant to each City, Town, Village, and Township,
in Upper Canada. This apportionment will be payable at this
Office, to the Agent of the Treasurer of your Municipality, on
the Ist of July, provided that the School Accounts have been
duly audited, and, together with the Auditors’ and Local Super-
intendents’ Reports, have been trausmitted to the Department.

The basis of apportionment to the several Counties, Cities,

Towns, Villages, and Townships for this year, is the census re-
turns of 1861, which have been procured for that purpose by
this Department from the Bureau of Statistics at Quebec. This
was not the case last year so far as the townships were concerned,
as the township populations had not then been made up. For
this reason it will be seen that some townships receive a less ap-
portionment and some a greater than in 1861. But by this means
a more just and equitable apportionment has been made to those
new and thinly settled Counties where poor schools have here-
tofore existed, and where the ordinary Legislative and Municipal
grants have not been sufficient to enable Trustees to sustain the
schools during the whole year.

‘Where Separate Schools exist, the sum apportioned to the
Municipality has been divided among the Common and Roman
Catholic Separate Schools therein, according to the average
attendance of pupils at both classes of Schools during that year,
as reported by the Trustees.

The gross sum apportioned this year is about $3,000 more
than that of last year.

I trust that the liberality of your Council will be increased
in proportion to the growing necessity and importance of pro-
viding for the sound and thorough education of all the youth
of the land.

1 am, Sir, :
Your obedient Servant,
E. RYERSON.
Edueation Office,
Toronto, 4th June, 1862,

Apportionment to Countles, for 1862. 3. COUNTY OF LDUNDAS. 5. COUNTY OF RUSSELL.
. - . Townships, Apportionment, ‘Townships. Appurtionment,
Townahin COUNTY OF G“E*\G““{;Y' rooment. MANMR <...ovoonesvenessesscsssasssssssessessnssssnnesen .. 8558 00 | Cambridge 276 0y
Chartoters bureh T s op | Mountain ... . 42300 | Clarence ... B (T
Do, for Se rate SCHOOLS. oo, 858 00 Wnlmmsburgh ..................... 537 00 Cumberiand. . 300 ub
- for Separate Wi T S 470 00 RUBSCH ..ccercrvecriersnrsnsncasscssmrnsrasssssenssanen 203 G0
BIIYON ... veaeeeacvrainirenes -
Lancaster —_ $1988 00 §783 00
Do. for Separate Schools.., 67 00 -
hiel . erreetaraesteeeserarentestansasoebedsue 514 00 Alfred .. - 8. COU\.TY OF CARLETOV <
Do. for Sc par ate Schoo ......... 68 00 Caledonin 124 00 ltzgv: {or sep.‘ntl- S(,hool sw o ... $356 00
Total for County, §2434. 191 00 $2243 00 | Hawkewbury, Bast oooooorovsirinresinsniers - 31600 Glonucester ... veerenions 520 00
- Do. for Separate Scliools. Goulbourn ... .. 835 06
2. COUNTY OF STORMONT. Do Wesb i . 251 00 Gower. North .. 206 09
Corrwall . 857500 | Longmenil............... 1500 | e 304 10
Finch ...... 275 00 Plantagenet, North ......oooeievenevieeneenniannn, 264 00 March R "
OSlABIUCK  cveeeevereceee e eae 648 00 Do, for Separate School . . Mariborotgh - 268 00
ROXDOCOUER. ..vrvtvsevvrrrssnseresnres s ssses 364 00 e LK. I ooy " 00
$1862 00 Total for County, $1834. $136 00 $1498 00 Do. for Separate School ......... 24 00
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COUNTY OF CARLETON—Continued. 13. COUNTY OF LENNOX. 21. COUNTY OF YORK.

Townships, Appornonment, Townships, Apportionment, Townshipe, Apportionment.
Oseoode ..., Adolphustown...., .. 892 00 Etobicoke........., .. . $484 00
Torbolton ... Fredericksbhu w388 00 Do. for Beparate Schoul !

— Richmond......0. e 396 00 Georgina ... 71 00
Total for County, $3344, $10 00 $3304 00 Gwillimbury Kast 444 00
— _ $876 00 K o gll 33
1137 S 27
7. COUNTY OF GRENVILLE. 15. COUNTY OF PRINCE EDWARD, Markharm ™ 95 00
Aueusta.............. . $635 00 AMCTRADUILR oo $401 00 Scarborough. 558 00
dwardsbureh . 6w 0y Athol ., .. - 209 00 aughan
Do. for Separate School Hallowel] ... 374 00 Whitchure
Gower, Sowth ... 125 00 ., Do. for Separal York ...
Oxford un Rideay . 513 00 Hilier "
Wolford....... .. " 317 ov Marysburgh. .,
Do.  fur Separate School ... Sophiasburgh ..
—_—
i $30 00 §2200 00 Total for County, $2160.
Total for County, $2250. o 2. COUNTY OF PEEL, 0
- on..,..... =
8. COUNTY OF LEEDS, 15. COUNTY OF HASTINGS. Caledon 527 00
Bastard ... . 9 Elzovie ... . Chinkuacousy ... 593 00
Burxess South P Hungertord " Gore of Toronto .. . 170 00
Crosby Nortia 243 (40 Do.  for Do. for Scparate School :

Do. South 243 00 Huntingdon . 335 00 TOPOULO v B8
Ehizabethitown 693 00 ’!’:l’:g%%m ?;g 33
Elmsivy South awdon 415 00

Sidney: 584 00
Thurlow. .. e s 537 00
Do,
AL s 2000 97 00
Tyendinaga .. 835 00
Hastings Road "1 e 77 0

9. COUNTY OF LANARK.
Dathurst ..
Beckwith |
Burrwess North.
Daihousie ...
Do, for Scparate

e 8376 00
292
P EUNIT
186 00

Darling ...~ .. 103 00
Drummond .. . 300 00
Ebuslev North 160 0y
anark 331 60
Lavant 32 0y
399 ny
280 (0
471 0p
43 0
PIYSOT 84
Total for County, §3215, $8 00 §3207 00
10. COUNTY OF RENFREW.
Admaston ... e $196 00
Alzona 48 00
Alice 82 0o
Bacot a e 178 0
Buthiield w20 00
Browley co o 0D
Rrudencl) .. 113 00
mllt)il,u,. e 132 w
Horton ., T T - 137 00
McNab, including 307 Wy
Pl‘lllh”l)k('....u... s 09 vy
Petewawa, Buchan 42 00
29 )

Rolph and Wylie
Ross

Westmeath |
W oberforee, T

Total for County, $2171. $12 00 $2159 00
11. COUNTY OF FRONTENAC.
Barrie and Clarendo.: ., . $353 00
Bedford .............. s 160 00
Do. for Separate Scheol . 834 00
Hinchinbrooke .. | 0" e S8 00 87 00
Kennebec ., 49 00
Kingston ., 513 00
Do, for
Loushborouzh ................. o W0 281 00
Miller aud Canont 7 o)
Oiden ............... 50 00
Oso . 40 0
Palmerston JEXV)
Pittsburgh .. e 00
Do. tor Scparate Scl
Portiand ., . 328 00
Stormineton 332 a0
Wolfe Island ™. 358 4o
for Svparaie
—
Total for County, 82879, $144 00 $2735 0p

12. COUNTY OF ADDINGTON.
Amherst Iuland ... .

Anglesea 21 of

Camden Enst ... 000 738 00
Do, for

Denhich and A inger 20 00

rhestown
Adar .
Shettiend,
Do, for Separ;

Total for County, 81914, $49 00 $1805 g0

Total for County, 84131, $11 00 $4090 00
16. COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND.
Alnwick.... ... wen $159 00
Brivhton . 426 00
Cramaho | . M4l oo
Haldimand 7u8 o
Hamilion . . 726 00
Monaghan . 142 00
Murray | - 415 00

erey .. . 880 00
Do. o §24 00
Seymour ... LT v, 441 00
Total for County, g33s2. 82 $3838 00
17. COUNTY OF DURHAM,
Cartwright ... 8313 00
Cavan 563 00
Clarke 756 00
Darlin, 794 00
ope ... 676 19
Mauvers
— 83585 00
18. COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH.
Asphodel e 833
Belmont and M, 83"75’ 300
Douro ... 289 00
Dummer 242 00
Eunismore, 99 00
Gatway ., 49 00
Harvey ... 41 00
Minden, Stanhope and 31w
Mouaghan North 147 00
Otouubey ... " 448 00
Do.  for Se¢para S
Smith 438 00

Total for County, §2242.

—

19. COUNTY OF VICTORIA,

§26 00 82216 00

Anson....
RBexloy
Carden .
Datton
Dikby ...
Eldon .

Emily .
Fenelon | 244 00
Hiudou .. 100
Laxton ..., 46 00
Lutterworth " 56 0
Macaulay and Drajig 2 00
Mariposa ... 632 wy
330 00
70 00
..... 177 w
—_—
o— $2423 00
. $531 0p
. 225 00
920 00
42 00
i 7i4 00
Seots . 249 00
Sctizo Isla; 89 a0y
Thorals ., 186 00
Uxhridge . 452 00

Wity East
Do.  West

Medonte
Mono ...~
Mcrrison and
Mulour ..
Nottawasaen ..
Orillia and Matcl
tor Separate
Sunnidale
Tay and Tiny
Tecnmseth .,
Tossoroutio .
Vespra ...
Do. for Scparate School

S¢

Total for County, $4598.
24. COUNTY OF HALTON,

Esquesing, including Georgetown ...
’:staga\veya e

Nelson ... 524 00
672 00
-— $2349 00
25. COUNTY OF WENTWORTH.

Ancaster ...

Barton ..,

Beverley. ..

Binbrooke. ..

Plambgrough

o
Fla!nhoaollglx West ...,

Glanfor
Saltfleet
$24 00 $3303 00
Total for County, $3327.

2. COUNTY OF BRANT.

Brantford .,
Burford ... ..

Caistor .... <. §280 00
Clinton ..., . 336 w0
Gainsharongh . . 340 00
Grantham.... . 388 00
Grimes s
N A 5
L{)lllll...’t. . 282 00
Niagara,,,... " . 270 00
862 00 $2141 00
Total for County, $2203,

2. COUNTY OF WELLAND,

Bertie....oouuirninron $307 00
Crowland .., .. 187 00
Humberstone . 344 0
Petham .. S04 00
Stamtord 349 00
Thorold 326 00

Wainlleet .
illoughby .........

ALT VPPN




FOR UPPER CANADA.

1862,
29. COUNTY OF HALDIMAND 36. COUNTY OF HURO
ND. . N,
nehips, bi A
&“boro::m A:;xﬁ d... A 0 Apportionmient to Clties, Zowns, and
5‘;@ N Buld:nph‘" veraeens veeee $300 00 Villages, for 1862.
South . Colbor Sv1 00
gu G()»dbo 'n;a 24 00
ot erich .............. eeeieeteneranenrereanee s rreren sl 00 Common [R. C. Sep.
Ones” i Sk G ' LI | o piielct L
R for Separate Schoo) Howick Toronto ........ $3558 00 “815985 00 "
&'“m m .. 243 00 Hullett Hamilton .. 1779 00 s i?: &l 3';}3-2 m
Waie, Da. for Separate School . Kingston . 1123 00 | 457 00 | 15%0 00
o g,.ﬁ,,l‘lwmy ............... 62?::: 1160 00 167 o0 | 1827 00
Total for County, $2354. $9 00 §2315 00 | Morris 268 00 sew) Ml e
_— g:anlluy and Bx_y ficld gg:s 00 $8468 00 | $3473 00 IS11941 00
X . ephen, 4 00
hu-] 30. COUNTY OF NORFOLK. Tuckersinith 370 00
l)} ottevu.e &\rnlwrr{ . 145 00 Towns—
‘dd] awanosh . 882 00 Amherstburgh $124 00
Tou emn Usborne ........ v Barri N $141 00 | £265 00
wM'Nend . Bﬂlw'.....m.. 152 00 92 00 214 00
——— m——— Hevitl B 7
Wxn:fl'.':.l.'.““_’” Total for County, §5478. $26 00 $5452 00 o 3'3; o | 13600 | 2200
Do or G G:'nte Sciion _ —_— }‘l«r»:‘r?ranlviille.. $1200 | ... 312 00
%dhouse and Gore ....ueveeeceer ille - ea B O B
Alhemarle Brockville a2 0i 2 7
o 3 . 52 00 | 120 00 | 472 00
Total for County. $8070. $1900 80500 | Areace! - B | e soo | aww | s
‘:}'.;Tlt‘; 2% 00 . l”i w0 4700 | 143 00
— oy 359 00 0 52 0 120 00 572 W0
Bangryrg - COUNTY OF OXFORD. Bruce . 2800 | Gopnatood o] 1000 i1 o
e ndford . Carrick 363 00 ornwall..... 220 00 | ... 220 00
b,.'{{"‘ - Clil)mss s 236 00 g:l';"“ 202 00 | 12500 ;327 o0
o o. _Separate Schoo ALY o 352 00 3
Lm“” P ;‘-ﬁg :;g Rlderslic ... 204 00 Guderich.. 87 w0 g;f 83
rwich goml,: 304 00 Greenock S T 180 00 g::'ltvhll é“" o0 | 14200 | 58300
) y 9 Sepam chool..... ersoll . 21 0 70 00 29! G0
011;?;‘1 North .. 70 | Huron ... 279 00 Lindsay 9000 | 12000 | 219 00
Enxt .. 314 0 Kincardine . Miltou .. 104 00 104 00
zobr,?" EWM" 4 00 Kinloss ....... g"l\‘”ﬂa’ ........ 218 60
fest . : E ; akville ... 118 00 48700 | 166 00
Do, V;";:t Owen Sound .. 254 s
: » 00 253% 00
Total for County, $2072. Ti. e 27 W 274
v, 07 Perth? " BN
cterborough .. 323 00
Dumfn 32 COUNTY OF WATERLOO. Adelaide 38. COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. Picton .. s.. 163 [T} ]?i; 3(0, j'!;; :"g
\v..,‘,,gg B oY #7800 | Carrados . T l]:‘r)er:rg&pe ol t o0 | agsoo | 307 o
woDo” South Cdvon | Dot 200 | Sandwieh ] 113 0 i 0
Sliexioy . P9 Dorchester, North 463 O Sarnia ........ 240 00 | .
- Do ror Beparate Sohools .88 00 21 00 Ektrid 298 00 St. Catharines 435 0N 237 00 ?i‘,’ 33
Ny O 824 00 1 00 e 2 | o 197
¢ Separate Schools 8500 *08..... 300 L 213
i S o o | foale mt | VRS e | e
Total for o Nissouri, Wes ) V“. tetod | 4 e 0
for County, §3383. $13L 00 $3242 00 Westt(r)ul;sgi;m 30‘;11 g(op ‘Woodstock ......... ?3_83 (1] e _ 383 00
— . 8 $11930
tny,,, 35 COUNTY OF WELLINGTON. Wiltlams, East, - 28100 iy
"luth . b
D 700 Do.  Separ: Incorporated Villages—
v 6155 00" o130 Total for County, $5376. $37 00 $5319 00 A‘sh:\)urnham ........ 8114 00 114 00
e - —— t cereeenens e 83 00 3
u‘,‘r o 569 0y B;ladrnrd : 110 00
...... 00
u,[,,?‘“" 559 00 Aldborough 3). COUNTY OF ELGIN. Brampton 187 00 167
Lutin-r . 825 00 Bayham ... 8%3{ 003 i 130 b
lx?";(:'omugh Jé;: 33 }))on-m.-stcr, South. 00 8,'};7,‘,‘,{;{“" l.:} 3:; ’:‘; 80
pg 1¢+! . 2. 4 ! 4
\'qlh for Separ'm, Sechoot.. 1600 255 00 M":.;"‘T“i(dl:’ . “*1’% m: g:::mﬁ‘.wa ;fs 1)": 125 '3
. . Southwold . 5 0 315 ¢
l"\Du. for Sclmmto “chool 3 00 243 00 Yaruouth, . %g :;(‘: Cotborus H g2 00
Puk 2 573 00 severenees Duunnvill 145 10 145 00
. .. B - - 108 0.
oo e 237 00 $3391 00 Embro 63 10 ltli‘; ::::
P“'hllc parate Sclools c 40. COUNTY OF KENT. Fereus 112 jE- S
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 510 00 C.:I\fnden and Gure ... USRI < 1L X ) Fort Brie. 65 Bl 00
To — hathaim aud Gore .. . 412 00 Hawkesbn 143 0 144
for County, $4820. $241 00 $457Y 00 Dover, East and Wes M3 00 Hespeler 69 00 69 00
i{{ar\v»ch ................................ eceerernes 523 00 _ 85 vo 85 10
84. COUNTY OF GREY: Ourwu{d Iroquois 70 00 71 00
rlord ... KXemptvi 122 0 122
Rakil)xh 112 00 112 u&
o Merrickvil 103 40 '
%«;guwy i Mitchell .. 149 w0 . 1% 33
i ury, East . Morrirbur, 98 uh - 93 00
LT R . l’zaym‘neo 0 187 40 16 00 203 ™)
ewhurgl 110 v
Total for County, $3068. $69 00 $2909 00 Neweastle .. 118 40 — }}3 %
gew Ha\;nltu 99 00 99 00
: ewmarke 109 W
41. COUNTY OF LAMBTON. vk 173 00 B
Pembroke .. 73 00 73 00
lj:ort:moubh 70 00 12 00
" ... reston .. i
ﬁ:::;‘s&(’:)lmn Reufrew 133 m ‘Z;; 3‘(;
Moo B Richmoud .. 59 00 59 10
Plvmpton Smith's Falls.. 130 00 130 00
Sarnin Southampton 70 v 74 W
Total ¢, 2 00 Sowbra 200 | Bt Almrs 19 10 3 40
or Cor . " REY'S . 19 (
unty, $4080. $124 00 $3936 00 Warwick 384 00 Stratford. 323 00 gl:?s 38
—_ Strathroy . 86 00 86 ()
Vangy, g 35 COUNTY OF PERTH. Suri o0 | Mtrestuville 185 00 s
’ g ’ horold 5 40 185 00
w - énldirdon Trenton . 1680 0y 160 00
D G?mcﬂ eﬁlter Vieuur. 104 00 104 00
klli% Mlld:t-oue '&tﬂf ]:‘: 8?) 1;‘; og
% 3
¥| Mal(]l)c?; for Separate School. Yorkvitle.... 180 uh 181 00
||l 8 sesvsrestissinrea eere -
}hblu §5795 00 | $231 00| $6026 00
‘?:n‘ " Sandwich East
W bandwmhﬁ}: ggp&nteﬂchool * The Rf:ports from Niagara and Perth, not having
, d THIbUFY, WSk cuveerieersererusrenns 186 00 been received, the apportionment for the common
log.l for County, §3593. ——-00 S0 00 otal for County, 85319, ;u’l separate schools in those places cannut yet be
A ., etermined,
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SUMMARY OF APPORTIONMENT TO COUNTIES, CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES, FOR 1862.

Common |R. C. Sep. Common | Separate Common | Separate
. Schools, | Schools. | Total Senoots, | Senools. | Total Schools. | Schools, | 108!

1. Glengarry ......... 2243 00 | 101 00 [ 2431 00 6317 00 | 115 00 | 6432 00 41. Lambton ............ U471 00| ... 2471 O
2. Stormont 1852 00 e | 1862 00 2831 00 28 00 [ 2859 00 42, ExgeX.....oooenecnes 2150 00 600 22100
8. Dundas..........on. 1988 00 | ... 1948 00 4556 00 4200 | 4598 00 District of Algoma. 208 00 | ... 208 0

4. Prescott 1408 00 | 138 00 | 1634 0O 2349 00 | ... 2349 00 —

5. Russell 783 00 783 00 3303 00 24 00 | 3327 00 8127175 00 | 81898 00 |120073 08

8. Carleton 3304 00 40 00 | 3334 00 2368 00 e | 2368 00

7. Grenville 2200 00 50 00 | 2250 00 2141 00 62 00 | 2203 00 GRAND TOTALS.

8. s ... 3629 00 3629 00 2245 00 | ... 2244 00 -

9. Lauark... 8207 00 8 00 | 3215 00 . 2315 0 39 00 | 2354 Total Counties andi { o
10. Renfrew 2159 00 1200 | 2171 40 30. Norfolk.... 3051 00 19 00 | 3070 00 Districts ...,127175 00 | 1898 00 1120073
11. Frontenac . 2735 10 144 00 | 2879 00 31. Oxford ... 4562 00 | ... 4562 00 “  Cities ... 8468 00 | 3473 00 | 11941 4
12. Addington .......... 1895 00 49 00 | 1044 00 32. Waterloo., 8242 00 | 141 00 | 8383 00 *  Towns... e | 11980 0
18. Lennox... . 876 00 33. Wellingto! 4579 00 241 00 ; 4820 00 *  Villages 231 00 6028/
14 Prince Edward.. | 2117 00 43 00 | 2160 00 34. Grey ... 3956 00 | 124 00 | 4080 00 — =%
15. Hastings ............ 4090 00 41 00 | 4131 00 35. Perth 3570 00 23 00 . 3593 00 8 ... | oo (158080
18. Northumberland.' 3838 00 24 00 | 3862 00 36. Huron 5452 00 26 00 5478 00 Additional sum reseived for any Roman o
17. Durham ..........0 3585 00 ... | 3585 00 37. Bruce . 2917 00 | 55 00 ; 2972 00 Catholic Separate Schools which may ¢ §510
38. Peterhuroug 2216 00 0 | 221200 | 38 Middles 531900 | 5700 5376 00 be established in 1862 ............orvvueem.

19. Victoria 2423 00 | | 242300 $9. Elgin.... 339100, ... ! 339100 0
20. ONWATIO..cvverrninne | 4236 00 | . 4238 00 40. Kent .... 2099 00 | 69 00 | 3068 00 $159500

Notr.—The School Moneys apportioned to the varicus Counties, Cities, Towns, and Villages, as per the foregoing statement, are payable to the Toronto agents of the loc
treasurers, ou the first day of July next. Wherever the apportionment is withheld, it is owing to omissiou or neglect on the part of the local school authorities to comP

with the sciicol Iaw. and to transit to the Educational
ment early in the year.

epartment the necessary reports or audited returns—blank forms ofwhich

were furnished from the Depsi¥
-—-—/

II. Papers on the Lrogress of Education in 1861.*

1. EXTRACTS FROM THE EDUCATIONAL REPORT OF
THE STATE OF NEW YORK FOR 1861.

The following is a summary of the financial reports of the schools
of the State for the year ending Sept. 30th, 1861.

RECEIPTS,
Cities, Rura) Dist; .
Balance on hand October 1, 1860 ...... $490,231.40 $71,443.c§3
Amount received of State apportion-
ment ... 384,838.64 947,063.16
Proceeds of Gospel and School Lands 83.22 20,506.84
Amount raised by District Taxes ...... 1,609,615.07 6521,195.71
Amount raised by rate bills............... 397,215.87
Amountsreceived from all other sources 18,421.56 34,767.19
Totals .....ovvvvvvreiiiiniienininannen, $2,403,189.79 $1,992,197.57
Total in cities.....cc.ceevnnirueennnn. 2,403,189.79
Total in State..........coeeevunennne. $4,395,387.35
PAYMENTS,
For Teachers’ wages................ ....... $1,185,466.06 $1,469,985.65
For libraries ........coovveeiiiiinniniinnn, 7,411.74 26,733.63
For school apparatus ..................... 81,100.59 7,633.02 !
For colored schools ........... e 20,857.62 3,801.22
For expenses of school houses, viz.,
sites, building, hiring, purchasing
repairing and ibsuring ; fences, out-
houses, turnitwre, &¢ ... 427,786.17  228,390.85

For all other incidental expenses ......

214,574.99
Amouut on hand October 1, 1861......

465,992.63

167,029.28
88,123 1

Totals ..o, $2,403,189.79 $1,992,197.56
Total in cities ..................... 2,403,189.79
Total in State .. .........eevnnen.. g‘;_,é%, 387.3;';

Deducting the amount remaining on hand October 1, 1861, and
we have as the totul expenditure for common schools during the
year, exclusive of the cost of supervision, the sum of §3,841,270.81 ;
an increase over the expenditure for the previous year, of §97,023 86,

The statistics of the Department do not give the number of new
school houses erected during the year to take the place of worn out
structures, but exhibit simply the actual number in the State from
year to year. The number reported September 30, 1861, is 11,697,
being forty-seven more than the previous year.

The whole amount expended during the year in the purchase of
sites, building, purchasing, repairing and insuring school-houses,
appendages, &c., is §656,177.02; being an excess of $13,786.39
over the expenditure for the same purposes in 1860,

The steady improvement in the character of the school houses in
the State, is exhibited by the following table :—

. Loe. Frame. Brick.  Stone. Total.
J 3. O : 9,747 876 610 11,666
1838....ciiiiiiiiiieinn, 202 9,775 881 601 11,549
1859 . it i, 281 9,801 903 591 11,676
1860......cccceiiiiiiin vinieen 263 9,866 462 559 11,650
1861....vevineiis s 246 9,918 971 562 11,697

* From reports which have been kindly furnished by Mtrte Superintendeuts m:l
other gentlewen, to che Educational Departuent for Upper Canada,

In the five years above reported, there is a decrease of 87 in the
number of log ¢chool houses, and an increase of 218 in those
frame, brick and stone. -

The amount expended for school apparatus, $88,663,61, of whi¢
$81,100.59 was expended in the cities alone, may safely be regard
as yielding a full equivalent in practical results.

The reported number of children attending the public schools for
a series of years is as follows :—

1856, 1857. 1859. 1860, 1861, 0
10 months and over ...... 53,850 b4,434 52,994 64,302 63,8
8 months and lessthan 10 65,972 53,716 58,639 60,202 60,325
6 u « 8 133,113 117,507 115,832 117,022 117,1
4 “« 6 182,654 179,611 178,069 181,077 176,132 )
2 o« « 4 205,971 221,656 239,708 237,175 239,81
Less than 2 months......... 191,175 215,213 206,390 207,610 215,69
Total.......ovveeneen.. 832,735 842 137 851,553 876,338 872,804

NO TRUSTEES’ REGISTERS IN THE NEW YORK SCHOOLS.
In regard to this subject, however, I repeat the observations made?
" by the late Superintendent of this Department, Hon. H. H. V“;
: Dyck, in two successive reports to the Legislature, ‘‘that not muc”
! reliance can be placed on the correctness of the 1eturns as to atten
ance in the achools, either at this or any previous period. We

dependent for their reliability entirely on the records kept by teac™
ers, and the carefuluess of trustees in transcribing them. In t0°
| many instances these details of daily attendance are kept upon loo®
i scraps of paper—not unfrequently they are lost altogether, ;’1;
. carried away by the teacher aiter serving as the basis of a rate b
! —whilst the absence of actual data at the time of making th.f
annual report of the district, is supplied by the ‘guesses’ of integlol
gent trustees. Could each district be fuinished with a *sch
register,’ substantially Lound, properly ruled, and so divided as t0
show the name and age of each pnpil, the time of his entrance 18
the school, and each day of his attendance throughout the week
month and term ; imsposing little labor on the teacher, and removi®
all excuse for inaccuracy ; whilst it would form a continuous recot
l'of the school for successive years, it would constitute the greab
boon which could ag this time be conferred on our common schod 8.
In no way could the duties of the trustees be so essentially ligh
ened ; in no way could a fruitful source of dissension and litiuatio?
in the districts be so readily removed as by the adoption of
measure proposed. With a permaneut record before them, trust l
would find no difficulty in properly apportioning the rate bLills ; 2"
at the close of the year a transciipt of attendance could be m# o
that would be in all respects reliable, both as a matter of gene
information and an indication of the extent to which our citiz®
avail themselves of the educational privileges of the State.” o
The average length of time that school was taught during thd
year, is seven and-a-half months, a trifle less than the repo"“ o
average last year, although here, as in the case of attendance, Ver
little reliance can be placed on the reports of trustees, who gen® .
ally have no other basis for the statements made than their_
impressions, corroborated by the unreliable memory of the chil

CITY S8CHOOLS : THEIR ABUSES AND ADVANTAGE. )

The cities of our State comprise, as it were, a system within the,‘”n
selves, or rather each is a system by itself, having a local organizat!
through which its educational aftairs ave administered. The scho?

are wade free by means of local taxation, the amount received fro o

the State ranging from nineteen to cighty-five per cent. ouly, thﬂa

sum raised by themselves for the support of their schools; W
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their proportion of the three-quarter mill State tax for school pur-
Poses, which forms a part of the General School Fund distributed,
$xceeds the amount received back from the State out of that distri-
ution, by many thousands of dollars,
t is trus, this departinent of our school system has its abuses as
Well as its advantages. In the control and disbursement of the
rge sums of mouey raisel in many of the cities,_ opportunity is
Yowetimes afforded for unscrupulous men to divert it to other than
egitimate uses ; and in those cities whera the oﬂ"lcq is elective, it
Lot nnfrequently happens that the incumbent prostitutes his posi-
Aon at the back of his constituents, to the promotion of party, or,
lx‘deed, of sectarian interests. Corrupt men have not unfrequently
beey elevated to these places of responsibility and trust, who have
m‘*{le their position subserve, not theadvancement of education, but
Ir own vile and corrupt purposes.

VILLAGE SCHOOLS,

M&ny of the larger, and not a few of the less considerable villa-

of the State, have, under special acts, or under the Union 'F.ree

00l Law, organized upon a basis not unlike that of the cities,

3nd thus, by a consolidated organization, have secured to themselves,
Some measure, the benefits and advantages which cities enjoy.

INDIAN SCHOOLS.
The liberality of the State in its provision for the education of
these unfortunate people, continues to be attended with pleasing

ults. Twenty-fourschools have been in operation during the last
Year, at a total expense of $4,198.96.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

The Institution for the instruction of Deaf Mutes, under the able
Mpervision that has so long and so effectively contributed to its

Ccess, continues to perform most worthily and satisfactorily the
Purpoge of its establishment. The whole number of State pupils
18 275, of whom 253 are now in the institution.

SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES—A SAD PICTURE.
Section 4, chapter 237, Laws of 1838, appropriated the sum of
$55,000 anunally for three years, to be applied to the purchase of
b%ka for district libraries, and by the operation of subsequent
tutes, the same provision has been continued in force until the
Preseyt time. The whole amount of these appropriations, including
t for the current school year, is, therefore, $1,265,000.

It has ever been our pride and boast, that while the corruption
804 venality of reckless and unscrupulous men, both within and sur-
x‘("mding the high places of our National and State councils, have
SXposed the funds of every department of governmental adminis-

tration to the iilegal and sacreligious invasion of peculating officials

rapacious jobbers of high and low degree, our School Fund
Yands forth as the sole bright and particular exception from this
dark and degrading record ; no appreciable portion of its revenues
B ving ever been diverted to other than legitimate and worthy uses.

t when I look for the return from this princely investment, and
nd it mainly represented by a motley collection of books, ranging

character from ‘¢ Headley’s Sacred Mountains” to the ‘* Pirate’s

wn Book,” numbering in the aggregate a million and-a-half of
Yolumes, scattered among the various families of districts, constitu-
Jng 4 part of the family library, or serving as toys for the children
the nursery ; torn, worn, soiled and dilapidated, saturated with
¢ase, offering a temptation to ravenous rats ; crowded into cup-
rds, thrown into cellars, stowed away in lofts, exposed to the
&tion of water, of the sun, and of fire ; or more frequently locked
8way into darkness unrelieved, and silence unbroken, I am con-
ained to believe that no plunder-burdened contractor or bribe-
ned official ever yielded to the State so poor a return for his spoil

% have the people of this State derived from this liberal and

Meficeut appropriation, through their own reckless and improvi-
dent use of 1t.

The darkness of this picture is partially relieved by the fact that
the cities and larger villages of the State, by whom no inconsiderable
Portion of this fund has been received, have been less negligent and
K&teful in its expenditure, and that under the law of 1838, as also

{ the sanction of this Department under a previous statute, much
of the appropriation has been applied to the payment of teachers’
¥ages. Still, in the last five years, $139,798 10 have been expended
M the rural districts for library purposes, while the number of
Yolumes reported has diminished in the same period from 1,288,070
& 1,206,075 ; a loss of 1,995 volumes as a return for the expendi-
Ure named. I think this may be safely set down as among our
Pel'manegt investments of the School Fund from which no revenue
erived !

Whatever system, whether of district or town libraries, shall
Utimately be adopted, its efficiency and usefulness will, in my
OPinion, be greatly promoted by making the grant from the State in
1 aid, conditional upon the raising of an equal or proportionate

sum by the district or town, by tax or subscription, as they may
elect. I believe that any system of compulsory free libraries, to use
a paradoxical though truthful and expressive term, will prove a
failure ; and it is this unnatural and unphilosophical principle that
is the root of our present difficulty. But where the inhabitants of
a district or town havesuftizient intelligence and liberality to demand
a library and to make some pecuniary sacrifizes themselves to o-tain
1t, we may safely trust, that in such a community, a library will be
carefully preserved and adva.ntagenusly used.

It was a suggestion of the late Superintendent, in which I fully
concur, that a portion of this fund might be advantageously applied
to the purpose already recommended, of furnishing each school
with a suitable register. They will thus be with certainty provided ;
uniformity will be secured, and they can be furnished in this way
much more cheaply than by individual purchase.

AMENDMENTS TO THE SCHOOL LAWS,

I would respectfully call the attention of the Legislature to the
following ¥oints, in relation to which the experience of this Depart-
ment has found the school laws, and the power to administer them,
extremely defective.

1. It is a frequent subject of complaint that a sole trustee, whose
term of office is about to expire, engages a teacher whose labors are
to be wholly performed after such trustee shall have vacated his
office ; thus arbitrarily and uunjustly controlling the administration
of his successor.

2. The practice of hiring relatives, often, indeed generally, against

the wishes of a large portion of the patrons of the school, is another
fruitful source of contention and difficulty. The by-laws of the
Board of Education of the city of New York prohibit the employ-
ment of teachers sustaining a relationship within four degrees by
either blood or marriage, to any school officer entitled to act upon
the question. A similar just provision restrains canal officers from
pensioning their relatives upon the State.
3. The causes for which a trustee or other officer may be removed
from office fail to embrace many cases of flagrant wrong-doing that
render his continnance in office a serious obstruction to the prosperity
of the school. This Department has ever exercised this prerogative
with great care, preferring to err upon the side of a very strict
construction of its powers. It is iy belief that its powers, in this
particular, might be enlarged with safety in its exercise, and with
advantage to the interests of education. . . .

4. The statute provides that a trusteegnay present his resignation
to the supervisor, aud if the same is accepted by him it shall be a
bar to the enforcement of the penalty for a refusal to serve. As no
other mode of resignation is provided, the question has frequently
arisen, whether a resignation made at a district meeting, and accept-
ed by the election of another to fill the vacancy thus occasioned, is
a legal and valid proceeding.

5. What constitutes a refusal to serve, or a neglect of duty, such
as to create a vacancy, should be more specifically defined by statute.

6. The statutes relating to the levy and collection of school dis-
trict taxes should be amended and simplified. Intheir present form
any lawyer would achieve eminent distinction for clearness and
sagacity, who should, as a school trustee and collector, conduct the
proceedings of levying and collecting a school district tax, without,
in any instance, or in a single point, rendering himself liable to a
successful prosecution and claim of damages for some fatal omigsion,
or equally fatal stretch of prerogative.

7. No small number of the appeals to this Department relates to
some real or fancied gtievance concerning the levy and collection of
taxes. The rules of this Department very properly require, that on
an appeal being made, all proceedings under it shall be stayed until
a decision can be had ; without such requirement it is plain that the
appeal would in most cases be utterly valueless. Yet the question
not unfrequently arises, what is the power and what the effect of
this rule in staying the collection of a tax ? These have often been
found very perplexing questions, the doubts concerning which the
Legislature alone can wholly dispel. .

8. The restriction of districts to a tax of only $400, without the
consent of the school commissioners, should be removed, and if any
limit is imposed, it should be one better corresponding to our present
increase in wealth and power. L.

9. In some districts it occasionally happens that a majority of the
inhabitants having no children to send to school, and actuated by a
parsimony that would almost lead us to doubt whether they belong
to a race having souls to save, steadily, from year to year, refuse to
vote any taxes for repairs or for building & new house, until the old
house becomes a dilupidated shell unfit for a protection to beasts.
Still the taxes for repair or to build are sturdily voted down.

10. There is no law authorizing any payment to supervisors for
the custody and disbursement of school moneys, but it is customary
for the boards of the respective counties to allow their own accounts
for this service, at a rate varying from one to five per cent., the
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hizhest rate being commonly allowed by those supervisors who are
the most relentless in cuttine down the school commissioner’s bill of
actual expenses incuired in the discharge of his official duties.

11. In my visitations during the summer, I found several instan-
ces in which moneys belonging to the districts that had not been in
operation for several years, were still left in the supervisor’s hands,
instead of being re-apportioned as the law directs. I have no doubt
that thousands of dollars are thus lying idle in the hands of super-
visors throughout the State.

The ditficulty would be avercome by requiring each supervisor, on
the first Monday in March in each year, to forward to the commis-
sioner a statewent of all the schoul moneys in his hands apportioned
the previous year, and not Arawn out on the orders of trustees.
Then prohibit the payment of these moneys, which would simply
re-nain in his hands as an instalment of the next apportionmeut.
The commissioner should then add all such balances to the amount
received from the State for the next apportionment.

12. Chapter 456, Laws of 1860, makes it the duty of the school
commissioner to correctly and definitely describe the school district
boundaries where the same ave defective or indefinite. The duty
thus imposed is a most important one, but the statute is defective in
not empoweriug the commissioner to cause a survey of the boundar-
ies to he made, the expense of which should be equitably borne by
the districts affected.

13. I wonld recommend that the school laws be so amended as to
require the election of school officers to be by ballot. The uncer-
tainties to which the present system, or rather want of system, gives
rise, are a suflicient reason for the amendment, though others quite
as urgent could be named.

14. The apportionment of school moneys upon the basis of the
number of resident pupils in the district, rather than upon the
aggregate attendance for six months, still continues to be attended
by its natural results. It is a practical premium in many districts
upon non-attendance ; for, upon a large number of pupils in the
district, money enough may be obtained from the State to support a
small number of them at school, thus holding out an inducement to
a few, to keep others away.

15. The unfortunate children of poverty that are gathered into
the alms-houses in the various counties of the State, are, it appears
to me, justly eutitled to a proportionate share of the moneys appor-
tioned for educational purposes.

The foregoing are only samples, ¢ specimen bricks,”—which could
be multiplied to an extent that would swell this report to many
times it present dimensions,—of the imperfections in matters of
detail, small in themselves, but great in the aggregate and in the
magnitule of the interests involved, both pecuniary and educational,
which embarrass and complicate the administration of our school
system.

yPerbinent upon this point, and more forcible than I conld make,
are the suggestions of the late Superintendent in his report to the
Legislature, made Janunary, 1860 :—

‘* The whole body of school law needs revision and simplification.
There has been so wuch legislative tinkering of the system, with
patch succeeding patch, often overlapping each other, that the con-
sequeuce has not unfrequently been, that where a leak was thought
to be stopped, the rent has in reality been made worse. The provi.
sions are in sowe cases ambiguous, in others contradictory, and in
very many instances fall short in accomplishing much that is desirable
lowards giving the system harmeny of purpose and action. When
it is borne in mind that there are between twenty and thirty thou-
sand trustees in the State, by whom the school laws are to be chiefly
administered, and that they are not all remarkable for intelligence
and astuteness, the obviour necessity of having the laws clearly
defined and as simple in their operation as practicable, must be clearly
apparent. Au atterapt at compilation, but with no power of revi-
sion, was made in 1856 ; and though I have studied the ¢ Code of
Public Instruction’ long enough to be admitted to practise in the

courts, 1 am free to confess that I cannot yet fully comprehend,"

and far less harmonize, some of its provisions ; whilst a more crude,
cumbersome and disjointed body of law cannot, in my estimation,
be found outside of the State of New York. In this o inion, I
judge myself in sympathy with the Supreme Court, which has
repeatedly declared itself equally unable to unravel some of the
complicated enactments of the school code. As an inevitable conse-
quence, this department is overburdened with letters of inquiry
from all school officers, in relation to matters which should be ren
dered perfectly clear to, and attainable by, the humblest intellect
called to administer the law. It is not deemed necessary to enter
into an elaborate statement of existing defects; but I content
myself with calling the attention of the Legislature to a matter of
grave cowpliint on the part of all who hold connection with the
a'lmir’x,istmtive provisions of the Common and Union School Sys-
tems.

—_—

MILITARY TRAINING IN OUR SCHOULS.

Experience is the great teacher. Events are lessons of life. These
trite maxims are now having a severe and practical enforcement in
the history which, as a nation and people, we are making fromn day
to day. The universal neglect of any preparation, through military
discipline, for the stern realities that are upon us, is now every
where deprecated as weakness and folly.  With this sad conviction,
comes also the suggestion, for presentimprovement and future profit
that a few minutes taken each day from the hours of school, for the
purpnse of going through the simple evolutions of military practice
and the manual of arms, besides affording needed exercise an
recreation, would fix those habits of prompt and concerted action,
that ease and facility of movement in combination and mass, which
would be the best possible preparation of a citizen soldiery for the
sudden exigencies that have befallen us. If it be true that the child
should learn that which he will bave occasion to use when he becomes
a man—and the proposition is too self-evident for denial—then, in
view of the service which the citizen may be called upon to rendef
in defence of his conntry, does that preparation which will make
such service most effective, become an important consideration in
the training of the child?

And, aside from its utility as a preparation for the possible exigen-
cies of war, the discipline would be hardiy less valuable as a prepar-
ation for the relations and duties incident to times of peace. The
soldier, by the discipline of the camp and field, becomes obedient t0
constituted authorites, respectful to superiors, prompt in action,
emulous of excelleuce, faithful to the duty of the preseut time.
These qualities are no less essential to the proper fulfilment of the
relations of common life, and would serve to impart vigor, method
and effectiveness to ordinary pursuits.

How far such exercises may be profitably introduced into ouf
smaller country schools, and what agency the Legislature may pro
perly exert in their promotion, I leave for its wisdom to determine.
In many of our larger schools, it is already becoming an interesting
feature, and with a view to the demand which is likely to be made
for teachers competent to instruct in this important branch of train
ing, it has been introduced as a regular exercise in the Nor:
School.

These simple suggestions contain the germ of an idea, which,
fully elaborated, would lead into a discussion of the policy of estab-
lishing a State military school. Our late experience of the results
of national military schools has been terribly bitter, and should be
eminently suggestive. These institutions have been maintained ab
au immense cost, borne chiefly by that portion of the country found
loyal to-day ; while a large proportion of their graduates, holding
commissious in the service of the United States, resign upon the
first occasion of hostilities, in preparation for which they have been
educated, promoted and paid ; and, as if this were not enough, the;
transfer to the service of our enemies the knowledge and skill whict
we have helped them to acquire ! A more damning record of Llack
ingratitude will never be found inscribed on the pages of history.
than that which recounts the double-dyed treason ofaﬁne pampe:
and peted iugrates, these lordly scions of a military aristocracy-
But the point which we are chiefly interested in considering 18
whether such dearly-bought experience shall inspire us with wisdom
n the direction of our future policy and plans,

Should the Levislature regard as of any considerable importancd
the idea herein vaguely hinted rather than definitely stated, I would
further suggest the propriety of considering it in connection with
such act'on, if any, as it may be pleasetf to take in aid of the
People’s College, already alluded to, by making provision for the
establishment therein of a military department.

.} submit the general subject to your consideration as among the
incidental features of educational development, brought to view by
the stirring events of the present time.

2. NIGHT SCHOOLS OF NEW YORK.
CHARACTER OF THE SCHOOLS—ATTENDANCE AND DISCIPLINE.

There are now in operation in this city forty-two public evening
schools, about half of which are for males, and the remainder fof
females. The number of teachers employed is four hundred, chiefly
selected from those engaged in the day schools, who, by enlarging
the sphere of their duties, in this way receive a slight ‘addition i8
salary. The ‘‘local boards of school officers” nominate the nigh
school teachers.

The object of the evening schools, as distinguished from the
ordinary ward schools, is to attract the voluntary attendance of #
class of persons whose employments during the day preclude their
enjoyment of the daily course of study, and it is a rule that non®
who attend the day schools shall be admitted at night. We musts
then, believe that all those processions of little children which for®
80 large a part of the attendance at the night schools are engag

3




1862.)

FOR UPPER CANADA.

87

during the day in some industrial avocation, and are necessarily
unfit to be kept up late in the evening to drag wearily over unap-
Preciated lessons. The City Superintendent’s report wisely says :
** In my last report I assigned sume reasons for arriving at the con-
clumion “that children under twelve years of age should not be
Permitted to enter our evening schools, and another year’s observa-
tion and experience have only confirmed me in the correctness of
e opinions then expressed.”

CHARACTER OF THE PUPILS.

The attendance at the night schools is to a large extent composed
of foreigners and their children, who are mainly ignorant of our
nguage, and are taught its peculiarities by teachers of their own
Nationalities, who have become thoroughly familiar with it. In the
erman classes especially, the utmost diligence is observable, and it
not unfrequently occurs that elderly men, erudite in the literature
of their own countries, will, immediately upon taking up their resi.
ence here, accept with avidity the advantages offered in the night
chools, and study with a determination which speedily results in

e most satisfactory advancement. ,

The opening night of a term in the evening schools is a period
dreaded by the teachers and order-loving school officers. It is esti-
ated that at least three weeks are required to *‘ weed out” the
Tebellious spirits, who make the tour of the schools in order to test
the quality of the tcachers’ endurance, with no higher aim than

eir own amusement. Their tests consist of various feats of
Agility performed during the momentary ahsence of the teacher,
Buch as piling up slates and jumping upon them, a process which
Interferes with the future usefulness of these articles ; tricks of
egerdemain and various annoyances, ingeniously devised and perti-
Dacigusly adhered to. The schools soon get rid of these rebellious
%irits, and the work begins in earnest. :

Boys and men, of ages ranging from seven to sixty years, attend
the better conducted schools ; the “old boys ” often proving them-
Selves the hardest students. In one school there is a class of
emales, whose ages range from sixteen to thirty years, and whose
Mien and dress indicate their employment in the cleanlier trades,
Buch as mantilla making, shop-tending, &c. The course of instruc-
tion in this school is purely oral,

A class of boys called ‘¢ tobacco strippers” attend the evening
Schools, and are recognizable with moderately developed olfactories
&t a distance of teu or fifteen feet, by the peculiar aroma pertaining

their hair and clothes. They are all employed in the tobacco
lactories, and pass their evenings at school. In another place there
18 ope class entirely composed of men between the ages of twenty
and forty, who are unwilling to be placed with little boys, although
In fact they are far behind soms of the youngest in intelligence and
acquirements. The women of advanced years are not so fastidious,
but receive with patient attention the same instruction which is
adapted to the child beside them.

CIVILIZING INFLUENCES OF NIGHT SCHOOLS.

In Clark street, near Broome, there is a school-rcom furnished
With appropriate objects of ornament and utility, all combining to
Impress the pupil's mind with agreeable associations. A library at
%ne end of the room is well stored with books upon history, biogra-
Phy, travels, poetry and science generally, while busts, pictures and

rawings adorn the walls. At the Seventeenth streetschool, also, a
Renial spirit animates the exercises ; the teachers relieving the dryer
Portions of study by reading to the pupils a story, an essay, or a
E:ssage of history. The privcipal of the school argues that the

rd-working mechanie, for whom these places of instruction are
Provided, would goto bed at home rather than attend a night-school
Where the reins are pulled too tightly upon him. ¢ The Constitu-
lon of the United States” forms one of a series of familiar lectures
Which are now going on at this school, and as most of the attend.
ants are voters, the subject becomes a matter of interest and practi-
inportance to them.

n some of the schools there are large and well-furnished cases of
hemical apparatus, and musical entertainments are also made an
itractive feature. In one of the wards, musical siorees are held

Wice a week, and not unfrequently rendered doubly attractive by

gh artistic talent, which is volunteered for the occasion.

FEMALE PUPILS.

In the female schools there are frequently some noticeable speci-
Wens of matronly scholars. In one school a married woman, having
Bo children, has been a punctual attendant for three terwns, and is

esirous of continuing through the entire course of study. An
‘Tish girl, who had been & pupil, married a Chinese, and made him

come along to school,” so that they passed their honey-moon in
the pursuit of knowledse. In another case, an old man, while
®hgaged in looking for his grandson, was induced to join him in
8udy, and has since become one of the most diligent of acholars ;

and it sometimes occurs three generations are represented in the
same school meeting in the same class on occasions when reviews
take place.

DISCIPLINE.

In many of these schools the rod is still used, and the teachersare
perplexed aud annoyed by the perversity of the younger children
who attend ; but in the best conducted establishments, the whip is
laid aside and the ucholar’s pride is appealed to. The results of the
system of moral suasion are perfectly illustrated in the school in
Wooster street, where flogging never occurs, and where good order
always prevails. One evening recently, we found the teachers in the
femwale departwent of this school in the act of giving the pupils an
epitowe of current events, assisting the pupil’s comprehension of
the movements of our armies by sketching plans of important
points upon the black-board. The male department is conducted
upon a plan of semi-military dis-‘pline, and the boys enjoy the
novelty.

The evening schools, as a whole, are excellent institutions, and
are doing a good work, affording to persons of all ages and nation-
alities the full benefits of gratuitous elementary education. They
are generally well attended, and the teachers, with few exceptions,
are capable and earnest.—New York Evening Post.

3. REPORT OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE PENNSYL-
VANIAN COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM, DURING 1800-61.

The year which cloged with the 2nd of June, 1861, was a period
of comparative quiet and prosperity in educational affairs,—except
the last few months, during which, in common with every other
interest and relation of the community, they exhibited considerable
disturbance. But the school arrangements in neaily all the districts
having been made, and in many of them completely carried into
effect, before the breaking out of the existing unhappy troubles, no
falling off is perceptible in the general results of the year now to
be reported. Fortunately, also, for the cause of education and the
claims of the rising generation on the school anthorities, the alarm
caused by the rebellion burst upon the country at a period the
least injurious to the then ensuing season for operations. It com-
wenced, culminated and had measurably subsided into calm deci-
sion, before the period arrived to make the final arvangements for
opening the schools in the present year ; and when that time did
arrive, directors had generally taken a brighter view of public
affairs and acquired a more realizing sense of their own responsibi-
lities. Hence, it is hoped that little curtailment in the aggregate
results of the system will be found to have happened, when the
operations of the current year shall come to be ascertained. The
effect will be, probably, rather the absence of the usual proportion
of progress in school aflairs, than any considerable degree of falling
off.

Ordinary Statistics. —Inclusive of like totals in the city of Phila-
delphia, the following statement exhibits the grand results for the
year :

Whole number of Schools ......ccccveveiiiniiineninns 12,245
Whole number of Teachers .........ccveevnveviiiininnns 15,494
Whole number of Pupils . .....ccooviiniiiieninn 660,295
Average attendance of pupils..........ccooeeiiiieniins 439,278
Average length of Term .............cocinneeen 5 mo. 18 days
Average cost of pupil per month............. 60
Total cost of Tultion.....covinveiiuiiniiiiiiiieieceiannns 1,773,666 07
Total cost of Fuel and Coutingencies 266,124 (9
Total cost of School Houses.............. coeeeeenis JoTe 627,909 60
Total cost of System, viz : Total of taxes levied,

tincluding cost of collection,) amount paid by

Philadelphia, and State appropriation ............ 2,900,601 60

Qualifications of County Superintendents.—Heretofore, considera.
ble embarrassment was expex'icq‘c/ﬁi! from the fact that no rule had
previously been adopted by th¢ wyartment, specifying the qualifi-
cations necessary to enable a 13,401 to hold and discharge the oftice
of County Superintendent. But, as the tri-ennial convention of
May, 1860, had been held without such 1ule, it was not thought
proper to afterwards frame one and apply it to the persons selected
by those bodies. These nominations and the cases of vacancy oec-
curring in the cffice up to October, 1860, were accordingly disposed
of without any settled rule. But in that month, a set of regula-
tions was adopted and publi-hed in the School Journal, which has
since been adhered to in making appointments, with the best results.
These reqnire, in all cases :

1. An irreproachable moral character.

2. The possession of a teacher’s full certificate. o

3. Practical experience in teaching, within the preceding tix
years,
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4. One year’s legal residence in the proper county, next before
the appointment.

5. A personal interview with the Superintendent of Common
Schools.

To insure a more regular and methodical discharge of the duties
of the office, in November, 1860, the practice of requiring monthly
reports by the County Superintendents was commenced. It was
some time before it worked into regularity and fu'l usefulness ; but
it has now overcome all difficulties and is affording valuable and re-
liable information to this Department, as well as vindicating to the
people the useful and laborious nature of the office itself. The
items of these monthly reports,—shewing the number of teachers
examined, schools visited, institutes attended, miles travelled, and
other acts of duty performed,—are entered in a book kept in the
Department for that purpose, and afford a ready means of ascer-
taining the condition of the office in every county in the State.

A BRIEF STATEMENT OF THE SUCCESSES AND SHORTCOMINGS OF THE
COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM.

The preceding account of the Common School System in every
branch of its operations, in connection with the appended reports
of its local officers, aud the tables therefrom constructed, will afford
a full view of its condition and results up to the commencement of
the current year. As was before remarked, the system has become
a permanent social institution, and its results should now be in rea-
senable proportion to the means devoted to its progress and support.
While it was somewhat in a state of uncertainty as to continuance,
and in the process of assuming its general form and developing its
necessary parts and essential agencies,—it was not only good policy,
but mere justice to so important an enterprise, to hail every step of
its progress with approbation, and not to expect from it either per-
fection in operation or unquestionable fullness of result. But it
has now been in existence over a quarter of a century, and should
therefore bear the most searching scrutiny without risk to its exis-
tence. It expends annually nearly $3,000,000, employs over 15,000
teachers, occupies the tine and tasks the public spirit of 10,000
directors, is entrusted with the instruction and formation of the
character of 669,000 youth, and is the hope of 3,000,000 of people ;
and therefore, in coinmon justice to all, it must be made to do full
work.

In seratinizing the part of the system with reference to the future,
great successes and important shortcomings are both obvious.
Amonast the former are :

1. Iis own existence and unquestioned right to continue.—Estab-
lished auainst very considerahle opposition, and, perhaps, premature-
ly in reference to the condition of some parts of the State,—the
grandness of the idea involved and its perfect adaptedness to a
republican people, have overcowe all local or temporary objections,
and placed it foremost amongst our permanent temporal social
agencies. .

2. The broadness of its foundation and liberality of its scope.—
It undertakes to cducate all, without reference to the pecuniary
means of any to contribute to his own education. Fitness of age,
want of instruction, and residence within reach of a school, are the
ounly qualifications for adwission. Means for its support are of
course indispensable ; but they come from the same source with
those which sustain owr other public institutions,—the taxable pro-
perty and industry of the whole community. Yet not even the
payment of a tax, much less of a rate or tuition bill by the parent,
18 necessary to enable his children to enter the schools. To have
impressed upon a community this simple but grand conviction, is in
itsclf a great triumph.

3. Its entire control by the immediate representatives of the parents.
~—The location of the school house, the course of stndies, the choice
of teachers, the length of the term and all the chief powers of the
system, are in hands of directors ﬁ{x’osen by and respounsible to the
parents of those to be educated., _ o't a single power of system has
been unnecessarily withdvawn from: xra¥ ‘'safe source, or withdrawn
any further than is indispensable to.s existence as a public agency.
Hevein are its chief siren~th and the main cause of its acceptance,
as woll as another of its successes in developing the true idea of a
republican system.

4. The vastly increased proportion of the youth of the State bronght
tuto school. —1t is safe to assert that this proportion is twice as great
now, as it was during the years immediately preceding the estab-
lishment of the system,

5. The finnrovement of the Teachers.—Without stating what they
were before the Common School was opened, it is now an unques-
‘tionahle fact, that, in moral character the teachers of the system are
gecond to no class or profession in the commuuity ; while in profes-
sioaal kil and standine they have greatly advanced.

6. Provision for the due professional preparation of Teachers,—
Not only have measures for the accomplishment of this indispenca-
ble portion of every complete system been adopted, but they are

such as are in exact conformity with the establishments for other
professional training, and have, at the same time, in themselves the
capacity to increase with the wants of society. .

7. The improvement of the school houses.—In most of the large
towns, the finest buildings are now the common schools, while in
every rural district such progress has been made in this material de-
partment of the system, that good houses are frequent and are
every where admitted to be essential.

8. 4 body of experienced Directors.—It is true that every mem-
ber of this body of the most important officers of the system, does
not yet realize the vast responsibility resting upon him. Still, in
every board there are individuals who dv ; and all are now acting
under an increasing wakefulness of public attention, which will
ultimately impress them with a full sense of their duties. The
younger men, too, who have themselves been pupils of the common
school, are rapidly taking seats in the boards, with a full sense of
its wants and the determination to supply them.

9. A more adequate administrative Department.—When the sys--
tem was established, it depended for organization and guidance upon
an inexperienced board of directors in each district. These pro-
cured the houses, determined the studies, examined as well as employ-
ed the teachers, and visited the schools ; while the central adminis-
tration of the system was an unappreciated incident to another ,
executive department of the government. Now, Directors are not:,
only better fitted by experience for their own peculiar duties, but”
are generally beginning to realize the importance of an efficient
District Superintendency, to which they are detailing their secreta-
ries. They are also effectually relieved from the portion of duties
they were least qualified to perform, by the creation and agency of
the County Superintendency ; while the whole is harmonized and
combined into more efficient operation by the influence of an inde-
pendent State Superintendency.

Other successes and great results of the system might be specified ;
but these are sufficient to justify the twenty-five years of time, and
the thirty millions of dollars expended to effect them. On looking
at them closely, however, they are found mainly to be improvements
in means to effect results, without being, to an adequate extent,
themselves those final results and matured fruits of a perfect sys-
tem, which we ought at length to be realizing.

If this be so, there must also be defects—causes of this failure to
produce proper results,—which it is the part of wisdom 1o detect
and of duty, if possible. to remove or amend.

Obviously the system has some defects, which nothing but time,
co-operating with patient and continued effort on the part of its
officers, can correct. Such are,—existing imperfections in school
houses, furniture and apparatus, want of proper gualifications on
the part of many teachers, and a lack of sustaining interest in the
community. In regard to this class of deficiencies, all that can be
done is to adopt the best practicable means for their correction, and
then await the effect of time and circumstauces upon public opinion.
This having been doue, the friends and agents of the system can
only hopefully watch the slow progress of reformation, being, at
the same time, ever ready to throw in their assisting efforts on all
suitable occasions,

There are, however, other shortcomings of the syste:n, not only
of a more serious nature in themselves,—for they are in its most
essential results,—but exhibiting for years so little amendment as
almost to warrant the assertion of its opponents, that the common
school is capable of nothing better. These are :

1. The insufiicient attendance of its envolled pupils,—It is true
that the statistics now presented show a slight improvement in this
respect, over those of the preceding year. But there is litele en-
couragement in this ; for the average of attendance has long fluc-
tuated, apparently without rule, being within the last seven years
sometimes higher and sometimes lower than at present, This is &
most disheartening fact, and one well calculated to raise the suspi-
cion, as it does in many, that the possible proportion of common
school attendance has about reached its maximum. When to this
is added the other fact, that this proportion ouly averages two-thirds
of the large number whom, during the past seven years. the system
has had credit for teaching,—the result becomes startlingly unsatis-
factory.

2. The insufficiency of the Term of Instruction.—Here again the
same state of affairs presents itself :—a slight improvement last
year, yet barvely equalling the term attained seven years ago ; the
same unprogressive fiuctuations in the interim ; and the annual ave-
rage term of instruction for seven years, only five months and five
days :—not two-thirds of what it should be.

Just in these two practical results—fnll attendance of pupils,
during a sufficient term of study to benefit them—are we to loo
for the nseful fruits of any system ; and failing to find them herd
or even that growth from year to year, which promises to produce
them, it is imperative upon us, if possib'e, to detect the operating
causes, It would be in vain were it proper, and dishonest were 1

{
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possible, to conceal from ourselves these startling shortcomings of
our system. It is the duty of the public ofticer to present them in
their full and naked truth, and it will no doubt be the pleasure of
conscientious and intelligent Legislators to reso:t to every proper
means for their remedy. .

Upon a close exumination of the system itsclf, and of its opera-
tive agencies and their adaptedness to the work committed to them,
—it will be found that the deficiencies now presented to atteution
are the effect neither of the want of fitness nor activity. 1t is ad-
mitted, that our school houses with their furniture and apparatus
for teaching, are incomplete,—only about one-third being sufficient
and the other two-thirds either radically unfit for their purposes, or
not yet rendered sufficient;—that only about one-eizhth of the
schools are so graded as to incite the pupil to proper effort for im-
provement, while all the rest are without this strong incitement, and
one-seventh of them positively without any classitication of the pu-
pils whatever ;—that only one-tenth of the teachers are, in qualifi-
cations, up to the legal standard, and nine-tenths are below it,—
many of them not even attaining the medium mark between profi-
ciency in the branches enjoined by the law, and its opposite ;—and
that directors and other local officers do not yet discharge their im-
portant functions, with that regularity and efficiency indispensable
to full success. All this is true ; but two other remarkable facts
are equally true ;—one is, that there has been great improvement in
all these agencies within the last seven years—so great as to be ad-
mitted by every candid observer and to have even attracted the
attention of other States ; yet, the other is, that there has been no
correspondent improvement within the same period, in the two
results that have just been indicated as the true tests of a pro-
ductive educational system.

There is no escape from the conclusion to which these facts lead
us. The systemn has now its full working machinery, or nearly so,
and in as good working condition as the period it has been in prepa-
ration for use will admit of. Most of it has been in operation for
seven years, and confessedl)_f improv:ing in efficiency all that time. —
Yet the people do 1ot appreciate the improved condition of the schools,
thus effected, by providing for a longer term of instruction, nor pa-
rents by causing nor pupils by volunteering u better attendance, than
the tubles exhibited, in both cases seven years ago.

It is painful, and were there not the certainty of remedy by pro-
per efforts within reach, it would be humiliating to make these
admissions. It would be far more pleasant and much easier, to
glorify our great State by lauding her noble Common School
System, pointing out its beautiful arrangement, and telling of the
$3,000,000 it anunually expends to educate its 660,000 scholars. In
the past, this was all proper, and towards the past, it is still but
merited praise. But we have now to do with the future and its
loud and urgeut claims, When we find that only two-thirds of the
scholars are actually in school, and only for two-thirds of the time—
at the lowest allowance—they should be there ;—we are counstrained
to admit an enormous waste of money and time, and, worst of all,
of the best opportunity this imwmense body of youth will ever have
for preparation to meet the duties and responsibilities of life.

It has been shown that these failures in result are not attributa-
ble to the system itself and its agencies—or at least, that those
agencies, admitted to be admirable and efficient, have not remedied
them. The causes must therefore exist elsewhere. The help must
come from beyond the system itself ; it must be drawn from every
educational element and all the elevating forces of society.

4. EDUCATION IN THE STATE OF WISCONSIN IN 1860-61.
STATISTICAL SUMMARY :

Whole number of children between 4 and 20 years of
299,133

age
Whole number of children between 4 and 20 years of

age, registered in schoals..... ......ccooeiniininnnn.., 194,264
Number registered under 4 years of age . .. 2,013
Number registered over 20 years of age .................. 2,166
Total number in attendance ....................cccoeeee., 198,443
Number estimated as in private schools .................. 8,000
Whole number attending both public and private

8ChOOIS  ..uiitiei 206,443
Average number of months schools have been taught 6
Estimated number of male téachers ...................0... 2,400
Estimated nuinber of female teachers .................... 3,600
Total number of teachers, (estimated) ..................... 6,000
Total number engaged in teaching at any one time,

(estimated) ........oovvvviiiiiiiieniinnn, e 3,600
Average monthly wages of male teachers .................. $23 00
Average mouthly wages of female teachers ............... $14 62

Amount of State funds apportioned in Dec. 1860, and
June, 1861...cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniireeee $131,636 03

AMOUNT RAISED BY TAX.

From tax levied by County Board ........cc.cecuvuun...n...n. 171,697 27
District tax ; for teacher’s wages...........cccoeevvvennnnnn... 330,766 24

“ for school houses ...........coccovvvnrnnnnnnnn, 123,356 09

« for contingencies ..............cccceninnil 97,300 65

Total taxes raised .....cooovemviniiieiiiviniinenriniennes $723,130 25
Number of stone school houses ......ooevuvrvnvnnnnenn.., 172
Number of brick schoul houses ......ccooeeviiveerennn..., 204
Number of frame school houses ......c.ocoevvrveveennsnn.. 2,478
Number of log achool houses ..............cccoevvvuennnnn. 1,357
Total number of school houses .............. ............ 4,211
Number of sites containing less than one acre ......... 3,230
Number of sites uninclosed .............. coeeouerrinn..nn.. 3,037
Number of school houses without blackboards......... 874
Number of school houses without outline maps ...... 2,985
Total valuation of school houses . .............cocoun.... $1,302,732 00
Highest valuation of any school house .................. 33,000 00
Lowest valuation of any school house 03
Average valuation of school houses....... ................ 309 50

School Attendance.—Of the 299,133 children entitled to school
privileges, but 194,264 are registered as attending the public schools
any part of the time. Thirty-five per cent. of the whole number
have not entered the school room at all.

From the last reports of several States, I derive the following

facts as to attendance upon public schools :—
8chool population
attending >chool,

In MiSSOUTi...c..vviivieniiniiinenieiieeneiennnns 44 per cent.
¢¢ Pennsylvania, nearly .............. c........ b ¢
CTOWa it e 59 ‘

6 WISCONSIN .ovuiniieiinriiiie e 65 ¢
€ New Jersey ..o..oocvvnienminnacieniinnnicnnns 66 ¢
“ New York, nearly .......ccocooeeeniiiniinnn, 66 s

¢ Ohio, nearly .....cccovveviiiiviiniiiininn wee 77 ‘“
¢ Upper Cunada ....cccoeenevneiiiviiieniannnnn. 78 é
“INOIS ..einiiiiiie e 86 “

In the calculation made above I have selected such States as come
nearest our own in number of years of school age.

Vagrant Children.—Making all due allowance for those detained
from school by physical disability, either of themselves or parents,
and by necessities growing out of extreme poverty, o some sudden
misfortune, and those very few, who by the nature of their appren-
ticeship are in possession of advantages equal to those afforded by
the schools, we are constrained to believe that more than one-fourth
of our children of proper age, are receiving no instruction, except
that furnished by the school of the street, a school in which every
lesson is at war with the vital interests of our people, in which
pupils make rapid progress in disobedience to parents, prevarication,
falsehood, obscenity, profanity, lewdness, intemperance, petty
thieving, larceny, burglary, robbery, and murder, whose graduates
become a prey upon the citizen and a constant tax upon his pocket.
The mere failure on the part of these absentees to secure book
knowledge is not so serious an evil, (though bad enough) as the
corrupting habits which the apt pupil forms all the more readily
because of mental inactivity and imbecility. Should one-fourth of
our State, by legislative enactment, be deprived of all school
priviliges, a perfect storm of indignation would be aroused through-
out the three-fourths that might be the better accommodated by this
deprivation. All would cry out against the establishment of such
a school of barbarism within the limits of the State. Every effort
would be put forth to secure the repeal of such an odious act. Is
there any less occasion for effort when popular apathy has produced
as great a resnlt as the most carefully executed law of the character
named ‘above could produce under circumstances the most favorable
to its administration ? Is there really any less danger, when the
fourth of our population tending rapidly to barbarism are uniformly
scattered throughout our State, instead of being confined to one
particular part of it ? Will the leaven of vice and profligacy work
any less effectually when diffused throughout the mass, than when
occupying its own space in a corner by itself? Nay—is not the
greater effort demanded, and is not the danger more imminent
to-day than it would be were the legislative enactment suggested
actually in force? Let thinking men answer these questions for
themselves,

Irregular Attendance.—What is true of those, who are absentees
from our schools, must be true to a greater or less degree of
irregular attendants. Not more than 60 per cent. of those regis-
tered are reported as constant aud regular attendants. Could all
our school-rooms be visited at the same moment upon a day of
average weather, not more than 117,000 children could be found at
their studies. Where are the remaining 87,00 whose names appear
upon the register  Some are idly dozing away time under the plea



90

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

of resting from some unusual physical exertion, or recovering from
fatigue attendant upon some unnecessary conviviality ; some are
moping abont in their effort to execute an errand trumped up as an
excuse for absence ; many are endeavouring to reuder earnestly

roffered assistance to too indulgent parents, who accept offers of
Eelp when it is not needed, rather than cvoss the wishes of their
children ; many are roaming the streets in search of enjoyment not
found in their hooks ; while some are skulking about, shuuning both
parents and teacher, while they play truant. 'To all these forms of
excuse the children are agreed and delight in them often. But the
whole truth is not yet told. Many, who would gladly be in their
places, are absent because of their parents’ indifference or careless-
ness. Avarice has had its inflnence tooin depriving the school room
of happy faces, and willing minds, and joyous hearts. The little
earnings of the child on the one hand, and on the other the slight
saving in books and necessary clothing, to make the child comfortable
at school, have, through the father’s pocket, made a more forcible
appeal, than the earnet look and beseeching tone of the little child
thirsting for knowledge, combined with the father’s conviction of
duty in regard to the mental and moral cultivation of his offspring.
Many a child has been sacrificed morally, mentally and physically,
to the pecuniary interest of the parent. Society has a claim upon
the child as well as the parent. The State has undertaken to
educate the child. The appliances are all provided. They must be
kept in constant operation, whether there is material to be operated
onormnot. A very large portion of the means necessary to carry
forward this work of education is wasted by reason of irregular
supply of matevial. The State should secure a more efticient use of
her means, and if necessary, guard herself against the inroads that
avarice or carelessness will make upon her prosperity. Just what
course should be pursued, I cannot now point out. Were the Con-
stitution not in the way, I wonld recommend the apportionment of
school moneys wpon school attendance.

Length of Schools. —Six months is the average length of school
for the State, against 6 2-11 months last year, a decrease of only
3 per cent.

Wages paid teachers in Wisconsin may be compared with wages
paid in other States, by the follewing table for 1860 : —~

Av, Wages Av. Wages
id Male paid Female Ratio.
‘eachers. Teachers.
Wisconsin ......ccveveveninvnvennnen, $24 20 $15 30 .63
INhoois ...oooeiiviiiiiiines 28 82 18 80 ‘613
Towa ..o 27 68 17 16 .62
New Jersey .....coocvvevneeiinenis 32 60 19 17 693
ORI oo, 27 81 16 25 59
Pennsylvania .........ccooeeenenn. 24 20 18 11 T4}
Upper Canada* .............c....... 38 10 20 18 .53

Apportionment,—The whole income subject to apportionment
Jan. 10, 1861, less expenses for clerk hire, printing &c., was
$106,327 71, of which the following disposition was made :—

Apportionment $92,497 92

Library Fund, 10 per cent. ......... 9,249 79
Jourual of Education ............... 3,380 L0
Purchase of Dictionaries ............ 1,200 00

— $106,317 T1

5. PRIMARY SCHOOL STATISTICS IN THE STATE OF
MICHIGAN, FOR THE YFAR 1861.

School Inspectors’ reports for the school year ending the first
Mouday of September, have been received frow six huudred and
fifty-eight townships and cities ; an increase of ten over those report-
ed the previous year. Detailed exhibits, by counties, of the statis-
tics reported, will be found in the tabular statoments at the end of
this volmpe.  The following is the general summary for the year :—

Number of school districts in the State..................... 4,203
Increase for the year............coooovvieiiiiiiiiiiinnninnn.., 109
Graded or union schools (included above).................. 103
‘Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age...... 252,533

¢ previous year, between 4 and 18 years _........ 246,684
Whole nwunber attending school. .........coceuv o, 202,504
Iucrease for the year.....................cccoovnneee. . 9,667
Average number of months of gchool.........cceeveevvnans. 6.1
Number of qualified male teachers.............cc..cecenn.n, 2,326

€ ¢ female teachers..............cccunennn. 5,485
‘Total number of teachers...................iviiiviiininiinnnn. 7,811
Number of districts reporting no rate-bill ............... , 004
Increase for the year........ ..... e 219

* From this table it would appear that the average galary of teachers in Upper
is very such greater than in thesix States named. 4 pe

[June,

Number of teachers examined by Inspectors ............ 7,429
¢ certificates granted .............................. 6,629

¢« meetings of Boards of Inspectors ............ 3,090

« Inspectors’ visits to schools..................... 4,703

¢ volumes in district libraries..................... 103,747

¢ ¢ township ‘¢ ...l 07,982
Whole number of volumes in libraries .... 161,729
Number of township libraries in 1860 .... 178
¢ district “ e, 2,287
Value of school houses and sites ..... ............... $1,710,834 35
Increase for the year ....................cccoceeeeneis 205,218 00
Raised by district tax to pay teachers ............... 88,989 43
Excess over previons year, by district taxes ...... 28,378 62
Voted for libraries from two mill tax ............... 3,058 04

The following financial statement, exhibits the revenues and expen-
ditures for the year, for educational purposes :—

REVENUES.

Primary school interest fund, apportioned

$103,457 30
Received for tuition of scholars, non-resident in the

districts .........c. s 11,361 73
Raised by district taxes ................ccoveenirnennes 329,463 81
(L two mill tax........ooeiiiiiiiiiins 278,350 68
Received from fines, &c., library fund ............... 7,293 90
“ R S 56,469 29
Amount paid from township funds to Inspectors... 8,452 63
Total..couviiviierieies v $795,149 34
EXPENDITURES,
Paid to male teachers ..................... $248,797 11
« female ‘¢ ... 251,256 55
———$500,053 66
Paid for building and repairing schoolhouses......... 122,715 62
‘¢ on past indebtedness.............. ceceeeirnarenneen 61,488 79
‘¢ for Inspectors’ services ...........coeeeeeervunnnenn. 8,452 30
‘¢ for books for libraries ...............c.ccceuniinnni. 10,6501 94
¢ for contingent expenses, payment of district
officers, fuel, &c........c.coovvrive vennvrnnnennnnnns 91,787 13
Total.......cos vrieniiiiren cereneneeniins $795,149 34

To show the total cost of education for the year, we should need
to add the value of the board of teachers who ¢boarded around,’
the fuel furnished by districts, the cost of school books and appara-
tus, and the amounts expended for the University, colleges, acade-
mies, private schools, Normal School, and Normal Institutes. These

gml(l)unts would doubtless swell the aggregate to over a million of
ollars.

The average time for which the schools were taught, was six and
one-tenth months.

The enumeration of school children embraces those between the
ages of 5 and 20 years. Heretofore the school census has comprised
only those who were between the ages of 4 and 18.
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The number of different teachers employed falls short of the num-
ber reported last year by 131. :

The average wages, per month, paid to male teachers was $26 06,
whilehthe average wages of female teachers was only $13 52 per

onth,
mThe amount raised by the two mill tax was $278,350 8. The
mill tax of the several towns which failed to report would probably
swell thisamount to over $279,000. Adding to this the $103,457 30,
apportioned from the primary school interest fund, we have a public
fund of $382,807 98 for the support of the schools. The total
wages paid the teachers of these schools was 500,063 66, of which
$117,245 68 must have been raised by district taxes and rate bills.

. Numger between 5 and 20 years of age.




1862.)

FOR UPPER CANADA.

01

TOWNSHIP AND DISTRICT L1BRARIES.

The reports do not show any considerable growth of this import-
ant department of our educational integests. The number of voluines

reported in the d.strict livraries, was 103,747 ; an increase of 3,768

for the year. The number of volumes in the township libraries was
67,982, showing a net addition of only 447 volumes during the year.

It cannot be concealed that no very general popular interest is felt
in these iibraries. This is evident from the small sums appropriated
for their support. Each township is allowed, under the law, to ap.
propriate, by a vote at the annual spring elections, so much as it

chooses of the two mill tax, for the suppurt of the libraries. Out,

school districts was deemed of great importance, and even essential
to our school system. 1t was urged by the earliest members of the
Board and by its first Secretary with much earnestness and elo-
quence ; and contemporaneously with the orgauvization of the
Board, April, 1837, au Act was passed authorizing au expeuditure
by each distrios of thirty dollars to establish a library, and ten dol-
lars annually for its increase. The districts were merely permitted,
not required, to raise and appropriate money for this purpose ; and
the selection of books was to be made by the school committees.
Arrangements were made for the preparation and publication, upon
private responsibility, of two series of wcrks suitable for such libra-

of 658 townships making school reports, only 85 voted any appro- 1 Ties, of fifty volumes each; one series specially adapted to young
priation for Iibrx);ries, and the a.ggrpega,té amsc;unt thus vo);edplwa.s readers, and the other to advanced scholars and their parents.

$3,058 04.

One may well wouder at the apathy exhibited by many of the
districts and townships, in regard to so valuable and economical an
educational agency. A brief consideration of the subject will con-
vince any unprejudiced mind of the value of the libraries, and that
a true economy and wise policy demand that their maintenance be
placed upon as solid a basis, and be as regularly cared for, as that
of the achools themselves. The libraries conduce to the same ends,
and are the necessary adjuncts of the schools. The one is incom-
plete without the other ; and it might even be questioned whether a
district without a library is not as defective in the means for a.tho-
rough enlightenment of its children as a district without a school.
If it be replied that the children will ind some books at home for
reading, when there is no library, it might be answered that they
would also find some instruction at home if there were no school.
The truth is evidently this; children need both school instruction
and library reading. The school teaches to read; the library fur-
nishes the books for reading. The school teaches to think ; the
library furnishes the food for thought. The school awakens the
mind to an active desire for knowledge ; the library is the open store
house of knowledge. The school aims to awaken a taste for literary
pleasures ; the library is the only means by which this taste can be
gratified. Thus these two—the school and the library—stand over
against each other, and are mutual helpmeets and co-workers in the
common work of educating men. If the school gives to the library
intellizent readers, so on the other hand the library sends back to
the school interested pupils. The school furnishes the seeing eye ;
the library affords the illuminating light, and the former can no
more say to the latter, ‘T have no need of thee,” than can the latter
retort, ‘‘ I have no need of thee.” ,

Ten dollars expended in increasing the district library, will often
contribute more to the education of the district than twenty dollars
paid for teachers’ wages. How utterly unwise, therefore, is that
policy so prevalent at present, of devoting the entire amount of the
public moneys to the support of the schools, and refusing a dollar
to the maintenance of this equally importaut agency of instruction.
I am aware that it is often urged that the children have books at
home, that reading matter is so abundant that the necessity of the
library,is done away. But these statements are made without suffi-
cient inquiry or reflection. Books, and especially books suited to
the wants of children, do not generally abound in our homes. Let
any one who doubts this statement, visit any ten families taken in
order, in any district, and make an investigation of their literature,
The eagerness with which the children even in our large villages,
and from our best families, crowd to a well sustained district library,
is a sufficient proof of the need of these libravies.

The value of the district library to the adult citizens of the dis-
trict is not taken into account in the foregoing argument, though
that would abundantly justify all necessary expenditures for the
support of such libaaries.  No community can well afford to be with-
out an agency so refining and enlightening as a public library ; and
every city abounds in public libraries, though there, if anywhere,
the people may be supposed to have books enough at home. The
library is the lecture room of the great and wise of all ages, and in
its silent but speaking volumes, each auditor may choose his own
hour and theme, and listen to what mind he will for instruction or
recreation.

6. EDUCATION IN THIIENSTATE OF MASSACHUSETTS
1861.

The Siate School Fund was established by Act of the Legislature,
in 1834, for the aid and encouragement of the Public Schools. The
first payment made directly to the cities and towns was in 1836,
amounting to $16,176 02. In 1838 no payment was made on
account of a change in the time for making the annual school
returns from November, 1838, to April, 1839, when a payment of
income for a year and a half was made, amounting to $35,806 03
The aggregate received by the several cities and towns to 1860
inclusive, is $807,618 90.

District School Libraries,—The introduction of libraries into

Although large expectations were entertained of the usefulness and
success of the scheme, the people did not readily encourage it.
After the lapse of two years 1t was found that scarcely any of the
districts had availed themselves of the anthority granted by the Act
of 1837 to appropriate money for this object ; two years later, it
was reported that there were only about ten thousand volumes in
all the district school libraries in the State, while at that tiwe it was
estimated that there were more than one hundred towns in which
there was not a single town, social, ar district school library. As
the measure had thus far failed to enlist the interest and codperation
of the districts, the Board, in order to encourage the formation
of district school libraries, once and again submitted to the legisla-
ture the expediency of furnishing a pecuniary motive, by granting
aid to districts from the income of the School Fund. 1In accordance
with this suggestion the legislature, by a resolve of March 3, 1842,
granted the sum of §15 to every district which should raise and
appropriate an equal amount for this purpose ; and a supplementary
resolve of March 7, 1843, extended the previous resolve to every
city and town not befure divided jnto school districts. Under this
legislative encouragement, and within the year 1842, a fourth part
of all the districts availed themselves of the bounty of the State,
and instituted libraries containing, according to an estimate, from
thirty-five to forty thousand volumes, at an expense to the State of
$11,355. The sum drawn for the second year was $11,295. The
amount annnally drawn rapidly diminished till 1850, when the prc-
visions of law authorising Statc aid were repealed, after an experi-
ment of nine years. As nothing could be received from ihe State
treasury for making additions to the libraries after having been es-
tablished, and for a proper managewent of them, they soon ceased
to excite interest, and fell into neglect by the districts,. Thus the
scheme, after a fair trial and ample encouragement, proved a failure
in Massachusetts. The amount paid from the school fund in aid of
it was $31,260, representing 2,084 libraries; and as the districts
paid an equal sum, the aggregate expenditure was $62,520.

Normal Schools.—The first State Normal Schools in this country
for the professional training of school teachers were instituted in
Massachusetts.

The origin or actual establishment of Normal Schools in this
State is immediately traceable to a donation by the Hon. Edmund
Dwight, of Boston, of ten thousand dollars, presented through the
secretary of the Board, to be expended for qualifying teachers for
Common Schools, on condition that the legislature would grant to
the Board an equal sum for the same purpose. By resolves passed
in April of the same year, 1838, the legislature complied with the
condition. Normal Schools were established as follows :—

The first at Lexington, which was opened July, 1839 ; transferred
to West Newton, September, 1844 ; and from thence to Framing-
ham in 1853. It receives as pupils only females.

The second was opened at Barre, September, 1839 ; was sus.
pended in 1841 ; and re-commenced in September, 1844, at West-
field, and receives buth sexes.

The third was opened at Bridgewater, September, 1840, ard
admits pupils of both sexes. /

The fourth and last Normal School was established at Salem,
under resolves passed April, 1853, and opened September, 1854,
and is for females only. .

Evening Schools.—The rapid increase in our cities and larger
manufacturing towns, of a class both of foreign and of native extrac-
tion, who bhave been deprived of school privileges in childhood,
attracted several years ago the attention of the beuevolent, and led
to the opening of evening schools for their benefit. In most cases
these schools were taught by volunteer instructors, and supported
by private subscription. Gradually, as their objects and results
attracted public attention, they received municipal aid. Countinu-
iug to increase in importance and in public estimation, they became
in 1857 the subject of legislative enactment—(General Statutes,
chapter 38, sections 7 and 8)—which settled all questions respecting
the legal right to make appropriations for the support of a class cf
schools hitherto unknown to the law, and served to attract public
attention still more forcibly towards them.

Nowhere in this country, has the experiment of evening schools
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been more fully tried, and with more satisfactory results, than in
the city of New York. Six schools were opened in that city in the
fall of 1847, and continned to the middle of March, *for those
whose ages or avocations are such as to prevent their attending the
day schools established by law.” The whole number of pupils
registered was 6,976, and the average attendance was2,190.

In 1853, when the public free schools of the city passed under the
control of the Board of Education, the number of evening schools
had increased to 25, with an attendence of 9,313, and an average
attendance of 3,319 ; and was supported at the cost of wore than
$17,000. The male pupils were engaged in 259 different employ-
ments, the female in 75.

The reports for the year 1860 give the number of schools as 44—
23 for males, 19 for females, and 2 for colored persons. The num-
ber of registered pupils was 16,069—the average attendance. 8,576.
Cost of the schools, $73,312. Fifteen per cent. of the pupils were
over 21 years of age—some of the number being over 50 ; and
thirty-six per cent. were between the ages of 16 aud 21. The
remainder were composed of youuger persons, who, from orphanage,
the extreme poverty of their parents, or other unfortunate circum-
stances, were forced to spend the hours of daylight in labor.

The schools are in session five evenings in the week from six to
nine o’clock, and from the first of October to the middle of March,
with a recess during the holiday week.

‘‘ They are largely taught by teachers of the day schools, selec-
ted with special reference to their fitness as instructors and discipli-
narians.”

The branches taught are reading, spelling and definition, writing,
arithmetic, geography ; and to the older classes, grammar, algebra,
drawing, and history. Vocal music, compositions and debates are
also introduced.

Evening schools have likewise been founded, and are now in suc-
cessful operation in Brooklyn, Providence, and in most of the
principal cities of the Northern States.

The results are declared to be most beuneficial to the persons
attending them, and most satisfactory tdé the city in the marked
reduction of poverty and crime which they have effected.

England also furnishes a noble example, in the institution of
evening schools of various grades, and of her efforts to educate her
working classes.

In 1858 it was estimated that there were in England and Wales
2,036 evening schools, distributed through every county in the
kingdom, with 80,966 scholars, ravging from 53 in Radnor to 15,263
in Lancaster, in which reading, writing and arithmetic were taught.
But not only to the mere laborer is evening instruction made
accessible and useful. ‘‘The evening classes in King’s College,
London ; the evening classes for young men in the city of London ;
the classes in counection with the London Mechanics’ Institution ;
and the Working Men’s College, in which in all about 2,000 students
enjoy the beuefits of a superior education in the evening, are
admirable examples of the adaptation of this class of schools to the
wants of society.”

Large evening classes of adult persons of both sexes are taught
in the seven other working men’s colleges which have been estab-
lished in different parts of the kingdom within the last twenty years ;
and great numbers of children are admitted to similar classes in the
districts, of which there are in Yorkshire alone about 138 institutes,
with 24,600 members, and 7,699 children in the classes,

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR 1860-61.

Number of towns in the Commonwealth ............... 334
Number of towns making returns (all excepting Tol-
land) ............. T v 333
Number of School Districts... 2,607
Number of Public Schools ................................. 4,661
Increase for the year..............................
Number of persons in the State between five and fif-
teen years of age, May Ist, 1860 ................. 231,480
Inciease for the year ........................ 7,776
Number of scholars of all ages in all the Public
Schools in summer...... .....coveveiiiiiiinin 212,786
Increase for the year ........................ 4,847
Number of acholars of all ages in all the Public )
Schools in winter ..............cccoevevineinnnen oL 220,010
Increase for the year ............c......... 2,676
Average attendance in all the Public Schools, in
BUMDICT  o.oitetit et ittt et iiannrenessansonsnnnas 166’714
Increase for the year ....................... 3,929
Average attendance in all the Public Schools, in
WINEOT o.ouititeeei e e 175,035
Increase for the year .......................... 453
Ratio of the mean average attendance to the whole
number of children between five and fifteen,
expressed in decimals ......cccoeeerirninrinnnn,n...., 14

Number of children under five, attending Public

Schools w.e.iiiiiiiii 10,104
Decrease for the year.........ccoooceuiiian... 324
Number of persons over fiftedh .......ccocoeieerenn...... 24,900
Increase for the year ...................... 1,5
Number of teachers in summer ; males, 429 ; females,
4,793 ; total L., 5,222
Increase of males, 5 ; females, 116 ; total, 121
Number of teachers in winter ; wales, 1,498 ; females,
3,845 ; total ... 5,343
Inc:ease of males, 14; females, 119 ; total
INCTEASE .....ovvei i ceei e e e, 133
Number of ditferent persons employed as teachers in
Public Schools during the year ; males, 1,573 ;
females, 5,841 ; total .................... ... 7,414
_ Increase for the year ........ .................. 174
Average length of the Public Schools, eight months,
Increase for the year........................ 2 days.
Average wages of male teachers per month, including
board ... $47 71
Decrease for the year...........ccvueeeennn. $2 85
Average wages of female teachers per month, inclu-
ding board .......cevieriiiiiiiiiiei e s e $19 95
Decrease for the year i ...$0 03
Amount raised by taxes for the support of Public
Schools, including only wages, board, fuel, care
of fires and school-rooms............... ............. $1,475,948 76
Increase for the year ............... $47,472 74
Income of surplus revenue and of similar funds ap-
priated for Public Schools ...................co..co $7,062 44
Amount of voluntary contributions of board, fuel,
and money to maiantain or prolong Public
Schools, and for apparatus .............coceeiiii, $30,971 01
Increase for the year .................. $1,312 87
Income of locul funds appropriated for academies
and 8chools.........oooiiiiiiini e $49,904 53

Amount received by cities and towns as their share
of the income of the State School Fund
Amount paid for superintendence of schools and
printing of school reports
Aggregate returned as expended on Public Schools
alone, exclusive of expense of repairing and
erecting schoolhouses, and of the cost of school-
books
Increase for the year................. $47,720 01

Sum raised by taxes (including income of surplus
revenue) for the education of each child in the
State between five and fifteen years of age—per

$45,807 15
$53,034 40

$1,612,823 76

child. .. $6 41
Decrease for the year........................ $0 01
Percentage of the valuation of 1860, appropriated
for Public Schools (one mill and sixty-five hun-
dreths)..... cooooos i e, .001-65
All the towns in the State making returns, except
one which has a large local fund, have raised
more than the amount ($1.50 per child between
five and fifteen) required by law as a condition
of receiving a share of the income of the State
School Fund.
Number of towns that have raised by tax the sum of
$3 or more, per child, between five and fifteen... 300
Increase for the year...................c....o. 10
Number of High Schools in which the Latin and
Greek languages are taught.................cceeeneen. 105
Number of incorporated academies returned ......... 63
Average number of scholars ............ccc..coreruuvnns 3,425
Amount paid for tuition ..........c.ceeenieniiiiininn wunes $84,379 00
Number of Private Schools and Academies.. 638
Estimated average attendance................. 16,401
Estimated amount paid for tuition..........cc....ouvvuu.. $349,5633 43

7. EDUCATION IN UPP]%% T(%ANADA AND MASSACHU-
S.

The school system of the State of Massachusetts is often claimed
to be the most perfect in America. Judging by the results—that
is, taking the statistical returns, without reference to the amount of
instruction imparted or the nature of that instruction—Massachu-
setts does not seem to be entitled to the credit which is generally
accorded it. Pennsylvania presents a much better return ; and the
system which has been established in Upper Canada by the present
Chief Superintendent of Education, 8o far as the results in figures
g9, is much superior to that in operation in either Massachusetts or
Pennsylvauia.
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A blue book has just been published by the Board of Education
of Massachusetts, which does not show the most gratifying results.
Whilst the increase in population in the Old Commonwealth fell off
one-third in the decade between 1850 and 1860, the increase in the
number of schools for the same period fell off one-half. The re-
turns of the average number of scholars of all ages in the schools
of the State, show & similar downward tendency, but to a much
greater extent. The falling off in the decade between 1850 and
1860 was nearly 50 per cent., when compared with the decade be-
tween 1840 and 1830. But when the returns are examined a little
more closely, it will be found that the attendance at the schools, of
children between the ages of five and sixteen, has not been so great
as would appear from a comparison of the increase in attendance
with the increase in population. For while the increase of the
average attendance of all scholars upon all schools in the State had
fallen off 50 per cent. in the decade previous to 1860, the ratio of
increase of the number of children of the school average in the
State had increased one per cent. in the last decade. This may ap-
pear somewhat paradoxical ; but the explanation is simple :——The
children increase faster than the average attendance upon the
schools. What the entire attendance is, we do not find in the re-
turns before us ; but we learn, by reference to the last report of the
Chief Superintendent of Education for Upper Canada, that in the
year 1860 it was 246,419. The returns now published simply state
that the attendance of children under sixteen during the year 1860,
was 76 per cent. of the entire school population.

Turn we now to Upper Canada. From the report of the Chief
Superintendent of Education already referred to, we learn that in
the year 1860, the school population of Upper Canada was 373,589 ;
and the attendance was 315,812, or something like &4 per cent.,
being 8 per cent. more than that of Massachusetts. The ratio of
increase shows a much greater disparity. The per centage of the
increase of children in Upper Canada during the decade of 1850-60,
was 45; and the per centage of increase of children attending
school was 108. That is to say, the increase in the attendance of
children at the schools in Upper Canada was more than 100 per cent,
greater than the increase in the school population. In Massachu-
setts, on the contrary, it will be seen from what has been already
said, that the increase had fallen off 30 per cent. during the decade.
This, however, does not afford much ground for congratulation, so
far as this Province is concerned ; for the population of Upper
Canada is increasing at a vastly greater ratio than that of Massa-
chusetts. This will be readily seen when we state that, while the
school population of Upper Canada was only 259,258 in 1850, it
had increased to 373,589 in 1860. In Massachuretts the figures
stood in these years respectively, 215,926 and 223,714—showing
but a very trifling increase. The conclusion at which a Boston
paper arrives, on a review of the educational statistics of that State,
is, that ¢ the actual amount of instruction, in proportion to the
number who ought to receive it, is less now than in 1850 or in
1840.” This is a very serious matter for that State, which, more
than any other in the Union, has been remarkable for its encourage-
ment of education, and the number of scholars it has produced.

There would seem to be more than one cause to which this result
is to be attributed. When a country arrives at that condition in
which it receives but small additions to its population by immigra-
tion, and the wheels of society come to run pretiy wuch in a beaten
track, the same increase in education, as in other mutters, will not
take place as duwring that period when the country was.in a transi-
tion state. On the one hand, property becowes centralized ; and
on the other, the aggregate of poveity reaches a greater magnitude
than previously. This seews to be an inevitable state of things ;
and where poverty increases, there education will of necessity de-
cline. A noticeable instance of this is apparent in the returns from
Massachusetts. During the year 1857, when the whole continent
of America was involved in financial troubles, the number of scho-
lars over fifteen years of age dropped down from 22,857 for the

receding year, t 16,394 for that year, but went up again in 1859,

assachusetts has since then enjoyed its share of prosperity, and
the cause to which we have alluded would not be sufficient to ac-
count for that decline in the matter of education which has taken
place in the State. There is another cause at work. The manu-
facturing system of the Old Commonwealth has been developed to
a large extent during the past ten years. The consequence has
been to draw a large number of children of school age to the fac-
tories, and thus deprive them of the advantages of early schooling.
This is, no doubt, the principal canse of the decline.

The Boston Post, in order to remedy this state of things, suggests
compulsory attendance. ‘‘All children,” it says, ‘‘must be kept
in school that can be made to attend.” The remedy which occurs
to the Post is no new one ; and in this Provinee it is advocated by
many persons of education and inflaence. From the Bench in this
city, this remedy has been broadly hinted at ; and in the Board of
School Trustees it has caused a lively discussion. It is impracti-

cable, however, in a country like this or the United States. Com-
pulsion in anything—aud in education as much as in anything else—
is opposed to the genius of free institutions, Even in France, the
scholarly Guizot, than whom no man of his time has paid greater
attention to the subject of education, has on several occasions
raised his voice against it. Tn Austria or Russia, or even in Prussia,
it is possible to work a compulsory system of education ; but in
Anmerica it cannot be doue.

That a large class of the juvenile population of the country should
be allowed to wander about the streets, deprived of that education
which is afforded them by others, is a thing to be regretted. That
it will always continue to be to a lesser or greater degree, is, we
fear, unavoidable. The remedy for its mitigation does not lie in
compulsion ; but the adoption of some means to lessen the evil is
much to be desired. He who discovers that means will confer a
boon on society.—Leader.

R

8. EDUCATION IN NEW BRUNSWICK, IN 186i.

From the Report of the Chief Superintendent of Education for
New Brunswick, for 1861, we learn that, in spite of hard times,
the schools of the Province show favorable symptoms of progression,
in the matters of the number of pupils, superiority of teachers,
accommodation in school houses, uniformity of text-books, and lo-
cal payments, though in all there is much room for improvement.
There are still far too many miserable school houses and incompetent
teachers in the Province, where amidst dirt and discomfort, impure
air and backless benches, the children are condemned to the hard
task of acquiring the rudiments of a common education, reading,
writing, and arithmetic from masters who murder the Queen’s
English by mouth, and disfigure it when they attempt to handle a
pen, and whose acquirements in accounts go no further than sum-
ming up their government allowance. The Report points cut the
deficiencies and shortcomings of the common schools, plainly and
unsparingly. Under the system of continued inspection and annual
reporting it may be expected, however, that the tendency will be
towards improvement, and that yearly we will hear less of school
houses squalid as styes, of school-masters, whose education is only
sufficient to expose their utter ignorance, of pupils remiss in atten-
dance, and of parents so indifferent to education that they look
rather to the cheapness than to the character of tuition.

Trained teachers are more and more taking the place of those
who set up for school-masters when everything else fails, (there were
517 of the trained class employed Jast year, to 316 wntrained), but
still a great amouut of the Government grant is wasted, and worse
than wasted in maintaining worthless schools. The total Provincial
expenditure under the Parish School Act for 1861 was $97,364 96,
an increase over that of 1860 ; the local contributions for the
teachers’ salaries, however, kept pace with the disbursements from
the public funds, the former being %108,919 99, exceeding the grant
by $25,428 36 ; both together proving the expenditure on education
to be 206,284 dollars aud some odd ceuts, and this not takiug into
account the sums expended on new school houses, in repairs, in pro-
viding furniture, text-books, black-boards, &c. .

The number of schools in operation during the first term of 1861
was 801 : teachers employed 810 ; in the second term 824 and 834,
a decrease of 17 schools and 12 teachers as compared with the cor’-
responding term of 1860.—The Chief Superintendent, in commeut-
ing on this, aays :—* This diminution of schoolsand teachers during
the last term of the year, occurring, it"is believed, among those of
general inferiority, is really no matter of regret, especially as the
general attendance has rather increased than fallen off.”

One of the most discouraging facts connected with the school
system of the Proviuce, is the irregularity of the attendance of the
pupils. —The rolls may show a long catalogue of names of scholars,
but the registers prove that little more than half of the pupils
entered attend school regularly. By table Cin the report—shewing
the decimal ratio of attendance—it appears that 56 per cent. is the
average for the whole Province, thus ‘‘ while professedly educating
27,500 children, we have been giving instruction to no wore than
14,000 ; or the schools have been open and paid nearly the whole
year for doing little more than six months’ work.” Bad as this is,
1t appears that it is still worse in Maine, where last year the average
attendance to the whole number of scholars was 46 per cent. One
of the encouraging facts connected with the school system, is the
increase of superior schools, and their heightened general character
and standing ; 19 in the first term and 21 in the second were in op-
eration last year. 1162 pupils were registered in summer, 20 per
cent. of whom were over 16 years of age. The average attendance
was 62 per cent. of the numbers on the registers, 6 per cent better
than the general average of all the schools. ¢‘From,” the Chief
Superintendent says, ‘‘ the general character and standing of these
schools therefore, I am induced to renew my former suggestion
that the pupils of superior schools be allowed to compete with those
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of the Grammar schools for the county scholarships in connection
with the University.”

From the general report on Grammar schools, it appears there
are 12 in the Province, that are classed 4 good, 3 middling, and
4 decidedly inferior. Only three of these are really good, the others
are all mean, though there is a gradation in their meanness. In
saveral there is an absence of proper discipliue and systematic or-
ganization, and a want of energy on the part of the teachers ; and
the internal condition and arrangement of the school houses them-
selves is in keeping with their internal discipline. We should think
that the plain and in some ways not very pleasant statements of the
report, will have the effect of rousing up the teachers of Grammar
achools to greater exertions, and to making extensive improvements
in themselves, their pupils, and their school-rooms.

Appended to the Report of the Superiutendent and Inspectors,
are a number of tables, and abstract of tables, and tabulated reports,
which give the minntest information as to the nuber of schools in
every county, what schools have committees, and blackboards, maps,
and globes, and what schools have neither, what schools use the
authorized books, and what schools do not, as to the religious de-
nomination of the schools, the standing and sex of their teachess,
the compensations that the schools receive from the State and their
local district, as to the numbers of pupils on the register, the number
and sexes of all under and above 16 years, together with their aver-
age attendance, and the numbers that attend the various branches
taught, together with a description of the school houses, in what
state of repair they are, and whether public or private, and various
other items of information.

9. EDUCATION IN THE CITY OF TORONTO.*

The annual report of the Local Superintendent of the public
schools, which has just been published, gives sowe interesting statis-
tics in reference to the educational interests of the city. The census
of last year revealed the fact that the school population of Toronto
—~—that 1s, the nuwber of inhabitants from 5 to 16 years of age—was
then 11,695, Of that number it is estimated that 8,818 received
instruction of one sort or another. Upon what kind of calculation
this result has been arrived at we are not told ; but the figures
which are of more particular moment to the public are those con-
nected with the Common Schools. During the past year, ¢ 4,888
individuals have received some instruction (though 590 have re-
ceived less than 20 days) in these schools, while 2,180 have been
an average allowance during the school year.” The Local Superin-
tendent says it is pleasant to know that so many children received
education in that year; but we think it will strike most persons
that the average attendance bears a much lower proportion to the
number enrolled than it ought. The ratio of the average attend.
ance at the public schools to the entire school population of the
city is said to be greater than in England or Prussia. This may be
true ; but we doubt whether we should feel satisfied with such a
result. No country provides much move largely, taking all in all,
for the education of its juvenile population than Canada; and
though the results atford ground for congratulation, there is still
room for i.nprovement.

The report reveals this important fact, that 2,777 persons of
school age receive no education at all. When the number who
receive but a limited education is added to this, it will be readily
seen that a large proportion of the population does not avail itself
of the means of education afforded to it. The Local Superiu-
tendent frankly acknowledges that this is a condition of affairs
which is anything but pleasant ; that this lavge nunber of persons
become ‘¢ enemies of social order, and a source of increasing alarm
to the country ;”” though he does not see his way to suggesting »
remedy. A letter from the Chief Nuperintendent of Education
embodied in the report shows that he has not overlooked the im-
portance of the subject. Whilst not going so far as to recommend
whut is generally known as ¢ compulsory attendance,” he goes the
extent of recommeuding what he considers the ¢‘ narrow and nnob-
jectionable limits ” of simply empowering ‘municipal corporations to
pass such by-laws as they may deem expedient to secure the attend-
aunce of children, who are not employed in useful labour, and who
attend no school, ‘‘by such fines or penalties on the parents or
guardians of such children, or on the children themselves, as it
might judge expedient.” .

In Boston the evil is partially met by the appointment of four
truant officers, named by the corporation ; but their duties only ex-
tend to those children who have at some time or other been enrolled
on the school books. If the truant is not an inveterate one, he is
simply admonished and excused ; but if otherwise, he is brought
before a justice, and sentenced to the House of Reformation. The
aumber of convictions vary from fifty to seventy-five a year, In

® Third Ansual Report of the Lo-al Superintendent of Public Schools in the Ci‘ty
ot Torouto, for the Year euding 3lst December, 1861,

England the fee paid to children for 200 attendances in the year,
also, in a measure, tends to lessen vagrancy, though that does not
appear to be the primary object of paying the children for attend-
ance. 'The time has come when the question ought to be fairly met
in this Province. Its discussion might produce some good, and
enable those to whom is intrusted the educational interests of the
Province, to apply a remedy to what is daily becoming an evil of
greater magnitude.—Leader.

III. @Aueational Yutelligence.

—— Unxiveesity or Torozro.—The Annual Convocation of the Uni-
versity of Toronto took place 8th inst. in the Convoeation Hull, At three
oclock precisely, the graduates and under graduates eotered and took
their places at each side of the Hall. Then followed the Professors and
members of the Synod. In the absence of the Chancellor, Vice-Chancel-
lor Paiton took the chair. Ob the dais were sented the Rev. Dr. McCuul,
President of the University, and the different professors of that institution;
Professor Leiteh, Principal of Queen's College, Kingston, the Rev. Dr.
Litly, Judge Morrison, and several of the exuminers. The proceedings of
the Convocation were opened by the Rev. Dr. Lillie offering up prayer.
The following students were then admitted to the varions degrees—those
in Medicine being presented by Dr. Thorbure; in Arts, by Mr. Crombie,
M.A.; in Law, John Roaf, jr, M.A., B.C.L.; Civil Engineering, by Prof.
Croft ; and in Agriculture, by Prof. Buckland :—M.D.—J. Wanless, M.B.
M.A.—W. A. Reeve, B.A.; J. H. Hunter, B.A. LLB—J. F. Smith
R. B. Osler, M. C. Upper, H. D. Stewart, J. W. Holecomb, M.A., F. A.
Read, S. G. Wood, J. F. Cress, J. F. Joseph, A. Marling, E. Peuton,
A. H. Staurt. M.B.—J. Bolster, G. P. DeGrassi, T. B. Ecklardt. B.A.—
J. M. Gibson, S. Woodsy, J. Loudon, W. Tytler, J. A. McClennan, W. Craw-
ford, G. Cooper, J. Fisher, J. M. Buchan, R. A. Reeve, R. T. Livingston,
C. McFayden, W. McWiiliam, W. M. Roger, H. F. H. Gibbon, H. J. Strang,
A. L. Wilson, C. Hagar. Civil Engineering, Diploma.—B. Ivwin, W. G.
Bellnirs. Agricultural, Diploma.—J. E. Farewell, J. B. Thompson, C.
Forneri. Mr. J. Campbell, the Prize Essayist in English verse composi-
tion, then ascended the dais, and recited the following, eutitled,—

“OUR WIDOWED QUEEN.”

“ Our widowed Quern, oh sadly falls | “ Aud when thou layst the sceptrodown,
Thy name of mournine jately breathed ; | And t k't into thyself a prize
Dark is the veil of grief that palls i More ziorious far tuan earthly crown
Thie throne of Kinus, now cypress wreath’d, That ever dazzled mortal cyex.
~hory sighted inour present bliss, ! Ln the bright light of heaven’s own love,
We lived in peace, onr direst ferrs ‘With himn thy love shall perfect be;
Ne'er framed to thee a name like this, A nation kuows no iove above,
Thy title to a natiou’s tears. The peoplo may not follow thee.

O, never has our own fair Jand “Our homage is of little worth
Been blessed with prince wore loved than 96 comtort thee in all thy woe,

he, Or call the love that, lox X
\Vhose earuest mind, whose fost’ring hand,! Now makes the w‘:}; (l,orkz,&(,‘;:,:: ‘;‘1},‘,_

A widowed people mourn with thee; And therefore would we humbiy pray
No consor t worthicr to share To Him, who in all time has been
The wlory of thy u ighty sway, The widuws’ and the orphans’ stay ;

Or show forth all a father’s caro ¢ God bless our widowed Queen.’
Has ever pass: d from carth away.

“ : s “ Gorl save and bless thee, long to reign
?,::;I‘,?Idowed Queen, well may’st thou! , (00 1ot rerened, a nation's pride,

The stroke of death ; what anguish sore | And rule the hearts which not in vain

Thy tender heart has bravely borne, Thiie own true beart has sought to

Yet more shoukl we his loss deplore. T zuide, . .

Witit us alone his name and deeds That in thy people’s sympathies

No trifling lecacies remain, H ih";“t may’st "“io“‘”» “W"L““:m lean,
Fhilst o'er thy he dow” { And from our loss mny yet arise

X'u{' mﬁ,;;int 11‘{1,,],2::8 L‘}ﬁe{"ﬂﬁ‘,‘{" weeds i New cause to bless our widowed Queen.”

The following ure the successful medalists and prizemen:—FacuLry or
Mepicise.—J. Bolster, gold medal; G. P. DeGrassi, guld medal.  Facuvry
oF ARTS.— Clussics —8. Woods, gold medal ; W. Crawford, silver medal ;
G. Couper, silver medsl. Mathematics—J. Loudon, gold medal; J. A.
McClennso, silver medal ; J. Fisher, silver medal. AModern Languages.—
J. M. Gibson, gold medal ; J. M. Buchan, silver medal; R. A. Reeve, silver
medal. Natural Sciences.—W. Tytler, gold medal; R. A, Reeve, silver
medal.  Metap'ysics, Ethice, Logic and Civil Polity.—J. M. Gibson, gold
mednl ; R. T. Livingstone, silver medal; J. A. McClennan, silver medal.
Civil Engincering.—B. Irwin, prizeman. Agriculture—J. B. Thompson,
prizeman.—The following gentlemen were presented with scholarhips :—
Facurry oF Law.—First year, R. W. Smith; second year, J. Idington;
third year, R. Sullivan. Facorry or Mepioive.—First year, 8. B. Smale;
second year, J. F. Rolls; third year, S. F. Ramsay. FacULTY oF Aris —
Oreek and Latin.—Fiist year, G. Hill; second year, J. W, Cinuor; third
year, N. McNish, Mathematics —First year, G. Lout; second year, T.J,
Robertson and J. 8. Wilson ; third year, A. M. Lafferty. Modern Lan-
grages.—First year, J. Cawrphell ; second year, F. E. Seymour; third year,
W. Oldright. Natural Bciences.—~Second year, E. F. Snider; third year,
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W B. MeMurrich. Ethier, Metaplysics, dre.—Sceond year, J. McMillan;
third year, W. G. McWilliam. GExrmaL Proriciener.—First year—1,
W. Fitzgerald, 2, S. Foster, 8, G. S. Goodwillie, ufld 4., W. W. Tamblyn;
second year, W. H. Vandersmissen ; third year, J M. Gibgon. . . . .

The Vice-Chancellor then addvesced those present. He said it was cus-
tomary 1o close the proceedings of Convoeation with some remarks from
the Chancelior, who usunlly presided ; but he regretted that to-day they
were deprived of the presence of the Chancellor, who was unavoidably
absent. . . A compavison of the siatistics of this year with those of
years past would show that there was a steady progress in the University
of Toronto. In 1861, the number of students who received the degree of
B.A. was 13; this year it was 18, being an advance of 5, In Law the
pumbers weve equal; but in matriculants there was a large increase,
the number last year being 47, and this year 88. . . . . He
{hen veferred to the Application Act of 1853, and shid he was happy
to be able to state that, from a movement which had taken place in dif-
ferent quarters, and especially from the great interest shown in the
matter by the learned Priucipal of Queen’s College, and _o\hers, the
Jifferent colleges in Upper Canada were now about to be affiliated to tb'is
University, so that all the colleges might be placed in the same position in
regard to it. This was no secret, he enid ; it was now a matter of public
notariety. and in a very short time would be cireulating through the Press
of the country. Queen’s, Victoria, and Regiopolis,.nnd he belic?ved he
might say Trinity College, bad agreed to the offilintion, not only in name
but in reslity. Having spoken a few words on the advavtages which
would result fiom a common standard in examination, the Vice~Clmncel_lor
called upon the Rev. Dr, Lillie to close the pmceedin’gs with prayer, which
being done, the convecation was declared to be dismissed.

Tae Disner.—The University Association, composed of graduates of
the Upiversity and under-graduates of Uni\'ers‘,ity Co\leg:'e, g.:we tl{eil
regular annual dinner in the large dining-room in the Uuiversity Build-
ings, in the evening after the close of the convocation. There wcr? sbout
sixty present. The President of the Assceiation (Dr. Patton) presided.

— Unxiverstty or Vicroria Corece.—The Annual Convoeation of
the Uuiversity of Victoria College took place on Weduesday afternoen.
14th ult, at two o’clock, in the large Assembly Room of Victoria Hall.
We were glad to cee that the maguificent room waB ﬁl!ed with a most
respectable and intelligent audience, whose deep utteutl‘on proved even
more strongly than their presence the strong interest which nb? cause of
Uuiversity Edueation has upon the minds of our population. The
platferm was well filled with the representatives of learning and spe-
cially of wedical science, who were ranged on each side of the worthy
President of the College, who, of course, occupied the chair in the centre.
In addition to the members of the Faculty of Arts, we noticed, Dr. Can-
niff, De. Berryman, and Prof. Sangster, members of the Medical Faculty
of the College, J. G. Hodgins, Keq., LL.B., Deputy Superintendent of
Edueation in Upper Canada, Dr. Lavell, Professor of Obsterics. de.,
in the University of Queen's College, Kingstun, and the Rev. James:
Spencer, of Biampton, and one or two other gentlemen. The first
business, after the offering of the initiatory prayer, was the delivery
of the following Escays:—Man versus Fortune—Wm. S. Downey, New
toton. Robinson. Philosophy of Life—Jobo W. Frost. Owen Sonnd. The
Clock of Destiny-—Jiho J. MacLaren, Manningville, Canada Eas.
Custom—1ihe Queen of the World—Edward Morrow, Springville. * Where
there's a will, there’s a way "—Jola Salmon, Montreal. The Triumph of
Truth—Wm. H. Schofield, Brockville. Justice mny Sleep, but never dies
—George Wright, Cooksville. Vuledictory—Alfred Raynor, Quebec. It
would not be cither judicious or becomiug to criticise orations delivered
under circumstances so embarrassing to the speaker, and ther fore we
will enly observe generally that their liternry excellence reflected grent
credit on their authors, The Valedictory appears to have won especial
favor from the audience, aud we cannut suy we are surprised at the
verdict, delivered ns it was with 8o much good taste and feeling. In a
week or two we hope to be able to publish it. Our 1eaders will then be
able to judge in sume degree of its merits. he following Degrees were
then conferred by the President :—B.A.—J. J. MacLaren, Gold Medalist ;
A. H. Raynor, Silver Medalist; W. 8. Downey, J. Frost, E. Morrow.
J. Salmon, W. H. Schofield, G. Wright, G. Young. M.A. hon.—Rev.
Wm. Lumsden. M.A. ad enndem.—Rev. 8. 8. Nelles, Elijah P. Harris.
D.D.—Rev. John Lomas, Ex-Presdeat of the British Weslevan Con
ference ; Rev. Charles De Wolfe, Professor of Theology in the Wesleyan
Institute, Sackville, Nova Seotin. M.D.—Jobu Nichol, J. B. Tweedale,

Francis Oakley, D. J. Van Velson, J. G. Davideon, J. C. Ray, A. Rolla’
A. Fleming, O. Rupert. R. M'Intyre, E. M Earl, L. W. Brock, T. 8. Hodg-
ckin, J. E. McCully, Jas. Mc\Laughlin, W. A. Vardon, C. M. Aikmen,
A.J. Collver, A. C. Duncomb, D. Bonnar, J. H. Comnfort. R. A. Alfred,
M. Philips, S. Allison. The presentation of Prizes was next in order,
and as the Prince of Wales Gold and Silver Medals for 1861 were not
manufactured in time for presentation to their winners at the lnst Convs-
cation, those gentlemen had the honor of publicly receiving them upon
this occasion. Before presenting them the Rev. President reminded the
audience that the Medals were given to the first and second best students
in Arts, taking into consideration the whole four years of the Universily
course, Prince of Wales Gold Medal, (1861) Alexander Burns, Prines
of Wales Silver Medal, (1861) Wm. H. McClive. Prince of Wales Gold
Medal, (1862) John J. MacLaren. Prince of Wales Silver Medal, (1862)
Alfred H. Raynor. Ryerson Prize (1st Scripture History) Robert
Hardy. Webster Prize (1st English Essay) Alfved H. Raynor, Hodgins
Prize (20d English Essay) John B. Clarkson. Mr J. Sailsbury's Scripture
History Prize, Howard C. McMullen. Mr. W. W. Dean's Metaphysical
Prize, Johu Salmon. Matriculant Scripture History Prizes—Alexander
Gordon Harris, Jobn Sanders, John James Hare, each first in his own class,
The Benediction was then pronounced and the meeting adjourned. On the
evening of the same day the Literary Association of the University gave
a Conversazione, which passed off with great eclat. Most of the members
of the Faculty of Arts and a large number of the alwnni of the University,
were present and enjoyed themselves to the (ull. It is to be hoped that
the Conversazoine will become as staple a part of the programme of the
Convoeation exercises as any other. Nothing can be more delightful than
the meeting with old and valued friends in this wiy, and how many
there are who, but for such pericdical visits to their common Alma Mater,
would never meet each other again. We will only add that on the
Tuesday evening preceding the Convocation an able Address on 7%he
Simplicity of Truth was delivered to the Alumni by the Rev. Albert
Carmap, M. A, Principal of Belleville Seminary.—Cobourg Star.

—— University or Queex's Corireg, Kixastox—The Annual Con.
vocation of the University closing the proceedings for the Session 1861-62,
took place in the Convoeation Hall on 24th April. The proceedings, which
were of a bighly interesting character, were presided over Ly the Very
Rev. Dr. Leitch, Principal of the University. On the platform were
seated the University authmities, the Trustees of the College, the Profes-
sors and Lecturers in the Faculties of Arts, Theology, Medicine and Law,
the Trustees and Teachers of the College and Grrammar Schnol ; and there
were likewise present most of the prominent citizens of Kingston, gradu-
ates from a distance, the Chairman of the Board of Tiustees of Common
Schools, &c. The proceedings were opened with prayer by the Prineipal,
after which the prizes and scholarships were nnnounced and presented to
uccessful competitors, and degrees were conferre.l in Arts aud Medicine,
The Secretary of the Senate reported that after Jensthened oral and
written examinations on the various subjects preseribed, the Senate agreed
to admit the following gentlemen to the dezree of Master of Arts, and the
degrecs were formally conferred by the Principal:—Donall MeLennan,
(Honorary), Alexander McBain. Donald Ross (with honours), Walter Ross,
And B.A. upon the following :—John Bell, Alexander Campbell, James F.
Fergusen, Thomas F. Harkness, James A. Hope, Archibald E. Malloch,
with honors in Classics and Mathematies: John MeMillan, with honors in
Moral Philosophy, Classics and Mathematies; Alexander N. McQuarrie,
with honors in Moral Philosopby ; George Milligan, with honors in all
branches; Duncan Morrison, with honars in Moral Philosphy and Mathe-
muties ; John R. Ross, with honors in Moral Phitosophy ; William Sulijvan,
William B. Thibodo, Rubert Thibodo, M.D., Hornce Sumner (ad eund-n
gradum). Eighteen students have passed the ordinary University exami.
nations for eession 1861-62. Law Faculty—Five students passed the
University examinations for session 1881-82.—Priz& List.—~FacuLty or
Arts—Classical Depart uent—Junior Latin Class.—1. William Mo-
Genchy ; 2. Lachlan McAlister; 8. Donald Fraser; 4, William MeLen-
nan and William Bethune, equal. Order of Merit.—Danlel McGillivray,
Alexander McLennan, James Wylie, Neil W, MeLean. Junior @reek
Naxs—1, William McGeachy; 2. Lachlin MeAlister and Donald Fraser,
equal; 8. William Bethune; 4. Willin McLennan.,  Order of Merit,—
Daniel MeGilliveay, James Wylie, Alexander Melena n, Josinh J. Bell,
Neil McLean. Senior Latin Class, Junior Division.—1. Robert Jardine;
2, Alexander Jamieson; 3. Henry Edmison; 4. Bildwin Frualick. Order
of Merit.-John V. Nocl, George A. Yeomaus. Senior Greck Class,
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Junior Division,—1. Robert Jardine; 2. John V. Noel ; 8. Henry Edmi-
son; 4. George A, Yeomans, Order of Merit.—Alexander Jamieson,
Baldwin Fralick,. Senior Latin Class.—1. George Milligan; 2. John
MecMillan ; 8. Archibald E. Malloch ; 4. Jumes A. Hope and Jobn Reid
Ross, equal. Order gf Merit.—James F. Ferguson, William Thibodo,
Duncan Morrizon. enior Greek (lass—Senior Division.—1. George
Milligan ; 2. John McMillan and Archibald E. Malloch, equal ; 3. William
B. Thibodo; 4. James A. Hope. Order of Merit.-John(}Zeid Ross, James
Forsyth Ferguson, Duncan Morrison. For Essays writien during the
Summer reress.—Robert Jardine, James Simpson, George A. Yeomans.
Junior Muathematics.—1. William McGeachy ; 2. Donald Fraser, Lachlin
McAlister and William McLenoan, equal; 3. John Mudie; 4. Daniel Me-
Gillivray. Prize Exercises.—Donald Fraser, William McLennan, William
McGeachy, Lachlin McA‘lister. Senior Mathematics and Natural Philo-
sophy.—1. Robert Jurdine; 2. Heury Edmison ; 8. Alexander Jamieson
and George Augustus Yeomans. Prize Ezrercises—Robert Jardine.
Senior Natural Philosophy.—1. George Milligan; 2. John McMillan; 3
Archibald E. Malloch and Duncan Morrison, equal. General Merit in the
Class.— Alexander N. McQuarrie. Essay.—* Refraction of Light.” Dun-
ean Morrison, William Henry Sullivan, and Jobn Reid Ross.  Moral Phil-
osophy and Logic.—1. John R. Ross ; 2. John Mudie; 3. James A. Hope
and Duncan Morrison; 4. James F. Ferguson; 5. John Bell. Natural
History.—1. Robert Jardine ; 2. Baldwin Frulick; 8. Alexander Jamie-
son. THR0LOGICAL DkPARTMENT.—~ Prize—James B. Mullen (for missionary
duty). Hxerew.—First Class.—John Gordon, B.A. Second Class.—
Donald Ross. M.A. Third Class—James B. Muilen —Scuorarsrirs.—
Theological Faculty—Second year—To be held during Session 1862-63.—
Donald Ross.  First year—To be held during Session 1862-63.—Charles J.
Cumeron. Faculty of Arts.—Third year~To be beld during Session
1862-68.—1. George Milligan, Allan Scholarship; 2. Joha R. Ross, do ;i
Duncan Movrison. Second year—To be held during Session 1562-63.— |
1. Robert Jardine, Kingston Scholarship; 2. Alexander Jamieson, Aber-
deen, do.; 3. Heory Edmison, Montreal do.; 4. George A. Yeomaus.!
Foundation. First year—To be held during Session 1862-63.—1. Wiltiam |
McGeachy, Foundation; 2. Lachlin McAlister, Toronto Scholarship; 31
Dovald Fraser ; 4. William MeLennan, i
Uxstversity oF McGitt CorLecr.-—~The annual meeting of Convo- ]
cation of the University of McGill College, was held at three o'clock on
the afterncon of Monday, the 5th inst., in the Hall of the MeGill Normal
School. The Rev. Canon Leach opened the proceedings by prayer, after
which Mr. W. C. Baynes, the secretary, read the minutes of the last meet-
ing of convocation, which were confirmed. Professors Howe and Craik
being appointed serutineers, the following gentlemen were elected Fellows
for the ensuing yeaar :—Faculty of Law: W. B. Lambe, B.C.L. Faculty
of Medicine: Walter Jones, M.D.  Faculty of Arts: Brown Cbamberlin. |
M.A, BC.L. The Vice-Principal then read the list of prizes and bonours in
the d-gre¢ of B.A.: George Ross, Robert Anstruther Ramsay, Charles
G. B. Drummond, and Francis Gilman. Graduate in Civil Engineering.
James H. Gould. Honours and Prizes, Graduating Class: Chapman me-
dallist, Ross; Prince of Wales medallist, Ram=ay. Ross, First Runk
Honours in Classics, Prize in Rhetorie, and Prize in German. Ramsay,
First Rauk Honours in Nataral Science. Drummond, First Rank Honours
in Nutursl Science. The Rev. the Vice-Principal also announced that the
following geutlemen, Graduates in Arts, having performed the exer'cises’
rescrib-d by the University, were entitled to the degree of M A —
.J. Plimso I, B.A. of 1858; J. A. Perkins, B.A. of 1858 Jumes Kirby.wi
B.A. of 18569 ; and C. J. Mattice, B A. 0l 1859. The degree «f M.A. was then
conferred. The Principal announced that the Honorary Degree of LL.D.
had b-en granted by the Corporation of the University to the Rizht Hon
Sir Kdmund Head. Bart, M.A.; the Rev. De Falloon Pro.cipal of St. Francis |
College, Richmond ; and George Lawson, Esq, Ph. D., Professor of Natural |
Hixstory in Queen’s Cullege, Kingston. |
Fuculty of Medicine—1he number of matriculated students in the past |
sessivn was 159; of these 92 were from Lower Cunada, 62 from Upper
Canada,- 1 from Nova Scotia, one from New Bruuswick, 2 from Prince!
Edward Island, and 1 from the United States. The number of students |
who passed the primary examination, which includes the branches of
anatomy, chemistry, materia medica. and insti utes of medicine, wus 22.
At this convoration, 28 gentlemen received the degree of M.D, C.M.,
Prizes,—Tne three prizes granted by the Guvernars were awurde s as|
fo'lows: For ti.e best Thesee—Richard Maurice Buck, Sarnia, U.C. For
the best exnmination on the Finul Branches—~John A. Stewart, Charlotte- |
town, Prince Edward I-land.  For the best examination on the Primary
Branches—John J. Marston, L'Or ginal, U.C.  1he Professory’ prize in
Muteria Medica was awarded to Mr Joha W, Bligh, Quebec. The I'ro-
fessors’ prize in Clinieal Medicine, for the best anewers to written que~-
tions, to Edward H. Tien olne, Trenholmevil'e, L.Q. ; and for the best
report of cases, to Riciard Muurice Bucke, Sarnin, U C.  1n Botany an:
Zuoology, the prizes awarded were:—For Botany and Zoology, to Mr. T
Bigeluw, Whitby, U.C.; for Botany. to Mr. Edward P. Hurd, Eron, L.C ;
for Zoology, to Mr. Kenneth Reid,” Huntinedon, LG The prizes baving
been preseuted, the degree of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery was con
ferre(}) by the Principal upon the twenty-three gentlemen nawed above —
Mr. Charlee Howard Church, M D., then delivered an able valedictory.
Faculty of Law—List of Graduates: Jumes Kirby, M.A., Moutreal ;
Juha P. Kelly, Montieal; Irvine Allen, Aylmer; Athanase Brauchuud ;
Victor R. Sicotte, St. Hyacinthe; Sarsfield B. Nagle; Melbou ne Tair,
Montreal; John Josepr Curran, Montreal; Robert Cowan Cross, Moutreal ;
and A. P. Adelard Dorion, It was announced that the hovorury degtec
of D.C.L, had beeu conferred upon Alex, Morris, Esq., M.P.P., aud Chris-

topher Abbolt, Feq. Mr. A. P. D-rion read a portion of an essay end a
valedictory, in French ; and Mr. J. P. Kelly read a portion of an essay on
the “Laws of Lower Canada” and a valedictory, in English.

Prineipal Dawson, in making the soncuncement for tbe pext session,
spoke as follows :—The business of this meeting «f eonvoeation is now
closed, and it on'y remains to sum up the work of the pa<t session, and to
make a few aonouvucements for the next. In look:ng back on the past ges-
sion, we have reason for deep thankfulness to G- d, in that nq breach |ag
been made in the ranks of our officers, and that our lahours have pros-
pered. The staff of the College proper now numbers twenty-five profes-
sors ; and reckoning the masters of the High School and the prefesscra of
the Normal School, the total number of instructing officers in actual em-
ployment is thirty-six. For this large body of able and paiostaking in-
structors, not surpassed, I am sure, in these respeets, by that of any other
Umiversity, the extent of our course of study and the number of our stu-
dents afford ample occupation. In the past session, the returus of the
several faculties show an attendance of 65 students in arta, 158 in medi-
cine, and 45 in law, or a total of 268 college studenis. In the Normal
School we have had 62 students. In the Hizh School there are 271 pu.
pils, and in the Model School 310 ; so that in all 900 persans have, in the
past eession, directly derived edueational benefit from this University. It
i further to be observed, that such is the unity of our system, that the in-
fluence of our highest officers is more or less feit even in the humblest
department of our work, and that indireetly th:ough its influence in other
schools, and the labours of thuse who have gone forth from it to teuch
elsewhere, it is much more extensively useiul than the above numbers
weuld indieate. At the present meeting of convaention, degrees in course
have been conferred on forty six geutlemen, and there is a prospect of a
still larger number in the next ses-ion, more especially in the kaculty of
Arts.  The annual eal-ndar of the Univer-ity will be issned in a few
weeks, and wilt Le circulated gratuitously o all who may desire it; and [
would eurnestly desire all parents and all young men desirous of qualify.
ing themselves in the b-ghest degree for the business of life, to consider
earnestly the advintages which it holds forth to them. There is happily
now no reason why young men in Canada, desirous of a liberal eduction,
should seek for it abrond rather than at home; but th 're are many and co-
gent reasons, Which were ably pointed ont by Dr. Leach yesterday, for
their availing themselves of the highest education to be obtnined in their
country. The openiog of next session will, we hope, be signalised by the
formal inauguration of the William Molson Hall,—a ceremony which, we
trust, will be attended by as large a number of students and graduates as
can make it convenient to be present, and which we hope wiil be the pre-
lude to a more than usually prosperous session. In connection with the
completion of these buildings, I cannot refrain from congratulating the
Faculty of Arts, not merely on the increased conveniences and the addi-
tional prestige resulting from the completion of 1ts building-, but on the
important addition made to its sphere of usefuluess, in the eonstitution of
the chuir of applied chemistry, Ever since 1 had the honour of being con-
nected with this University, I have urged the importance of such a chair,
as specially appropriate to a University constituted like that of MeGill,
and to a great school of medical science, and centre of manufaciuring in-
dusiry, I rejuice now to see this project reali~ed, and I rejoice still more
that we have been able to secure a Professor whose name is a guarantee
of success, nnd whoze original ** Remarks on Chemistry ” are an honour to
this country.  With such a teacher as Dr. Hunt, a subject of so extensive
an application to the pursuits of ordinary life, and more expecially to
medical science and the development of the indusirial re-ources of this
counury, must attruet many students, and cpable us at once to erect a
flourtshing schoul f praciical and applied chemistry. These are the
prineipal points in refercnee to the past nnd the approachiug se-sion, to
which it is my duty to direct the attention of the convoeitien and the
friends of the Universty here assembled. Let us thank God and take
courige; humbly hoping that we shall be blissed and prospered as in 1he
time pasr, and that suzh wants as remam muy be suppiied, and such iffi-
culties as =til oppose our p-ogress may be removed,

The meeting of convocution was then concluded by the benediction,
pronounced by the Rev. Professor Cornish.

TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION OF CANADA WEST.
HE NEXT ANNUAL Mr~EUING o1 the above nanmed Assuciation
will take pluce in the Mrcuasics’ Harn, HAMILTON, on TUbS-
DAY, the 5th of August, 1862, The business of the Couvention wiil be

‘opeued by the President (the Rev. Dr. McCaur, of Toronto), who wiil
“deliver an Address; and, during the Sessiou, kssays will be read by =ome

of the most emment Teachers i the Provinee, on subjects of gieat in-
terest bearing upon Edueation  Mach piofitable discussion may ulro be
expected on watters ot import vee to the Seholastic profussion gene:nliy ;
and it is earnestly hoped that ali who are already Members of the Associa-
tion will he present.

It is believed that ALl Tenchers will best ecnsult their own interests
and thore of edueation, by enrvclling therr names.

§F™ Female Teachers who may attend the Convention, will be provided
with accommodation duriug 1h ir stay in Him lton. By order,

June, 1852, J. W, ACRES, L.R.C.P., Recretary I' A.C. W,
S—— O

ADVERTISEMENTS luserled 1 Lhe Journal of Educdalion lor 2) cents per
line, which may be remitted in postage stamps, or otherwise,

All communieations to be uddressed to J. Grorer hoveing, LL.B.,

Fducation Ogfice, Toronto,

LOVELL AND Glusub, ¥KINIbKs, XUAuK 0iKKET, TORONTO,




