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T THE MEMORY OF

MY FATHER

WHO LOVED THE ISLAND WHERE HE LIVED FOR FIFTY YEARS

JNTILL HiS DEATH.




\

7 4
BB
>

<
S

been
impo:
for th
of his
Tecor!
voyag
begin
histo
to 17.
with
been
and |
much
there
resou
Cana

SECT
1

[T
IV

v
v

VE
VIl




CAPE BRETON AND ITS MEMORIALS.

PREFATORY NOTE.

Since the beginning of the present century Cape Breton, once known as Ile Royale, has
been to the world at large very little more than a mere geographical expression, and the
importance which it possessed in the times when England and France were struggling
for the supremacy in North America has been long since forgotten except by the students
of history. In the present work it is the object o1 the writer, a native of Cape Breton, to
record briefly’ the main facts in its history from the days of its discovery by European
voyagers in the remote past down to the present time. when a stream of travel is already
beginning to find its way to an island abounding with so many features of natural and
historic interest. In the narrative of the days of the French régime, especially from 1740
to 1758, stress has been naturally laid on the important position Ile Royale once held
with relation to New France and the old Thirteen Colonies. Maps and illustrations have
been added to give completeness and clearness to the narrative. Many pages of critical
and bibliographical notes are appended, with a view of relieving the mein text of
much historical matter chiefly interesting to the students of the past. In these notes
there are references to all the literature which I have been able to find relating to the history,
resources and industries of this valuable and interesting section of the Dominion of
Canada.
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ERRATA.

Page 19, line 8—Omit [Race].
« 43 ¢« 5—In note 2, for 1761 read 1751.
« 63, “ 4—Insert New before “ England.”
« 66, “ 4—From foot of text for Abercrombie, read Abercromby.
LS o £ “ insert after the word carried, ““ upwards of 12,000 men besides.”
“ 77, “ 9—For nine read eleven.
« 80, “ 3—From foot for Wallis DesBarres, read Wallet DesBarres.
“ 98, note 2—For the Ulloas, read DeUlloa’s Voyage.
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“We have no title-decds to house or lands
Paia s abl

Owners and occupants of earlicr dates

s A 159 From graves forgotten stretch their dusty hands

160 And hold in mortmain still their old estates.”

162

165 The words here quoted from the poet Longfellow have more than a poetic meaning
ol 169 to one who studies the nomenclature of the island of Cape Breton in the light of the his-

e Ll toric past. Not only the name of the island itself, but its bold headlands, its spacious

bays, its broad estuaries and harbours, connect us in the present with those adventurous
fishermen and mariners who explored its coasts and waters centuries ago. Basques,

9 Bretons, Normans, Portuguese and Spaniards have made an impress on its geography
: 20 which its continuous English occupation for a hundred and thirty years has failed to
25 remove. Traditions of Norse voyagers hover around its shores, and we are carried into a
(dicating realm of mist and shadow when we endeavour to solve the secrets of its past It is quite
ace page G0 probable that Biarne Heriulfsson, a son of one of the Icelandic settlers of Greenland, found
SRl 3 himself off the coast of Cape Breton during his voyage of 986, when, attempting to join

110

his father in his new home, he lost his course and was tossed by adverse winds into
yre Hall,

unknown waiers where he saw a land, which appeared from the sea flat and covered

ShC 11” with trees, and may have been some part of the southern coast of Cape Breton which
116 . .o . .

163 presents features very different from those of the northeastern and northwestern coasts,

S . 1565

so remarkable for their lofty headlands and mountains. Fourteen years later Leif Eriesson,

a son of Eric the Red, an Icelandic jarl, who was the first coloniser of Greenland, made

i a voyage to find the lands of which Biarne had brought home vague reports. Learned
writers have devoted themselves with much enthusiasm to the study of the sagas which

are now generally admitted te show internal evidence that the brave adventurers of

the north of Europe have a strong claim to the honour of having first visited the continent

of America. But while these writers have given us ground for believing in the anti-

quity and authenticity of the sagas, they have not yet succeeded in satisfactorily solving

the mysteries of these old manuscripts of the north and identifying beyond dispute the
countries and places to which the Northmen gave a name. Labrador answers in a measure

to the description of the dreary land which all the way from the sea as far as snowy
mountains in the distance appeared one field of snow, and which the voyagers called Hellu-

land on account of the “flat stones which they saw in that country of no advantages.” The

vague description given of Markland, or forest-clad land, to which Leif came next,—a

= relatively level country, covered vsith trees, and having white sandy beaches—applies to

)00 men besides.”
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many parts of the southern coast of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia, from the low island of
Scatari, to Halifax harbour and even as far west as Cape Sable, when sighted by sailors
in a passing ship. One learned searcher' into American antiquities, while exercising his
ingenuity to trace the route of the Norse voyagers, ventures to go so far as to express the
opinion—a dreadful heresy no doubt to some American scholars—that Cape Ereton was
the northern part of that Vinland to which Leif came at last, and where he and his
companions made a temporary settlement. So far it must be admitted that the most
thorough investieation made into this subject hardly bears out such a conclusion, but
rather points to Cape Breton having been comprised in the indefinite description given of
Markland,” and to some part of New England lm\'in:_;' been the land of vines and of sweet
honey-dew, of which the travellers told such pleasant tales on their return to Greenland.
A curious mound, or some rock with mysterion, marks, a deep bay resembling the gloomy
fiords of the Scandinavian lands, low sandy shores, or snow-capped hills, are all so many
texts on which to build theories, and write elaborate treatises to connect the present with
the story of the sagas; and one often rises thoroughly perplexed from the perusal of these
laboured disquisitions of some of the students of times so enshrouded in mist.  Be that as
it may, the northern adventnrers have left no memorials of their voyages on the shores of
Cape Breton, and the bistorian in these days must be content with the conjecture that
they were the first of European voyagers to see the eastern portions of the wide expanse
of territory now known as the Dominion of Canada.

Neither does history record the exact time when the adventurous Basque and Breton
fishermen first fished in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and anchored their clumsy vessels in
the bays and harbours of the island which there is some reason to believe they visited even
beiore the voyages of the Cabots to the continent of America. It is not often that we
find evidence more conclusive in support of early exploration than that which conneects
the name of Baccalaos, the Basque for cod, with the countries in the gulf where that fish
is found in such abundance. It requires little or no imagination to suppose that these
brave Basque fishermen and sailors who, from time immemorial, have made their home
on the deep, should, at last, have found their way to the waters of eastern America. We
see the name of Baccalaos in the oldest maps ol the sixteeuth century, and it is claimed
that the Cabots heard the name among the Indians of the lands which they visited at the
close of the fifteenth century.”

In all probability the Cabots, John and Sebastian, were among the first Kuropeans
after Biarne and Leif Ericsson to coast along its shores. Jn a map of 1544, only dis-
covered in Germany in 1843, and attributed to Sebastian Cabot, but not accepted by all
historians as authentic, the northeastern point of the mainland of North America, pre-
sumably Cape North, is put down as “prima tierra vista;” and there are not a few his-
torical students who believe that this was actnally the landfall seen by John Cabot in
his first memorable voyage to this continent. In the controversy which has

gone on for
years as to the first land secn by Cabot ud his son—whether the coast of Labrador,
! Professor Gustav Storm, in the * Mémoires de la Société Royale des Antiquaires du Nord ’ for 1838. See App.
I to this work, where references are given to various writers on the Northimen and their voyages.
2 «The more general opinion,” says Fiske, “ Discovery of America,” i. 164, favours Cape Breton or Nova Scotia.
' See App. V to this work for the origiu of the name Baccalavs, and its extended and uncertain use in old
maps of Eastern Amorica.
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or the northeastern cape of Cape Breton, headland on
the eastern shores of Newfoundland —many pages of speculation and argument have been,

and will probably continue to be

or Clape Bonavista or some other

advanced in support of these various theories; and the
reader who wishes to come to seme definite conclusion on this vexed subject only rises
from the study of these learned disquisitions with the feeling that a great mass of know-
ledge has been devoted to very little purpose except that purpose be to leave the question
still open, and give cmployment to learned antiquarians for all time to come.  One may,

however, easily arrive a‘ the conclusion, after a perusal of these coniradictory views of
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East coast of North America, from the Sebastian Cabot mappe monde, 1544.
the Cabot voyages to Eastern America, that the claim of Cape North or of some other
part of the eastern coast of Cape Breton to have been the landfall of Cabot—the prima
tierra vista—is as strong as the claim of any part of Labrador or Newfoundland, to the
same distinction. Indeed unless we are prepared to reject the map of 1544 as a fabri-
cation—and certainly the evidence on the whole is to the contrary—we should give the
island of Cape Breton the benefit of the doubt and believe that it was the first land that
9
. O
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John Cabot and his son saw in America early in the morninz towards the last of June

—without doubt in 1497—when they had made their way from Bristol to the unknown
conntries of the West. The northern part of Cape Breton iu many respects corresponds
with the general features of the description given of the new land, of its inhabitants, of
its animals, and of its fisheries, in the legend or insecription' on the map in question—a
legend which has also given rise to much speculation as to its authorship and authen-
ticity, but which nevertheless must be taken into the account unless we ignore the docu-
ment in its entirety. The people clothed in the skins of animals—that the voyagers saw
on the shore—were probably the Micmacs who were a coast tribe, and must have fre-
quented the northern parts of Cape Breton in considerable numbers in early times on
account of the abuadance of game. The great deer—cicuros muy grades como caunallos—
were no deubt the moose which in great numbers roamed among the hilly fastnesses and
fed on the barrens—the tierra muy steril—of northern Cape Breton until they have been in
the course of time almost exterminated by reckless hunters. The advocates of the claim of
La“rador argue that the mention of the appearance of white bears ix this new found land
of Cabot is in favour of their contention, L .t itis not at all unlikely that these animals
frequented the northern coast of Cape Breton in those early times when the island
contained great numbers of wild creatures, many of which have entirely disappeared with
the progress of scitlement. It isa powerful fact in support of the Cape Breton theory
that, in a work written by one Pichon on the island of Cape Breton two centuries and a
half later than the Cabot voyages he tells us in his chapter on the natural features of the
country that the bears of Cape Breton and of St. John are “much the same as those in
Europe, and some of them are white "—a statcment which is almost ccaclusive on the
point at issue.® It is quite probable too, that the ice-floes that have always come down

' In App. II to this work will be found the Spanish inscription on the suppised Sebastian Cabot mappe
monde, but for the information of the reader the literal translation is given here: “No. 8. This land was dis-
covered by Joh . Cabot, a Venetian, and Sebastian Cabot, his son, in the year of the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
M.CCCC.XCIIIL, on the 24th of June in the morning, which country they called ‘ prima tierra vista;’ and alarge
John because they discovered it on the same day. The

island over against the said land they named the island of §
inhabitants wear skins of animals, use in their battles bows, arrows, lances, darts. wooden clubs and slings. The
soil is very barren, and there are mauny whiw bears and stags as large as Lorses, and many other beasts ; likewise
besides a great abnndance of the

great quantities of fish, pike,salwon, soles aslong as a yard, and many other so
18, eagles, partridges, redpoles, and
joining the first two letters
i. 5, 10.

kind called baccalaos. There are alsc in the same land hawks as black as rav
many other hirds of various desc M.CCCC.XCIIIL is an error, corrected by
after XC at the bottom, thus making a4 V, and M.CCCC.XCVIIL. Fiske, “ Dis. of Am.,”

2 White bears in early times were probably found in considerable numbers in the northeastern parts of
Canada. Sagard, “ Histoire du Canada et Voyages” (i. 147, ii. (32, ed. of 1866, Paris), tells us taat in the time
(1633-4) he wrote his work that “they inhabited not only the island of Anticosti, but also the country at the mouth

of the St. Lawrence, which was frequented by very few Indians, but the places where th y are generally found is
e’s ed., iv.

among the high mountains and very cold countries.” See ulso Champlain’s works, Abbé Laverdi
ueh,” which means the place where they take bears.

1088. The Montagnais Indians call the island “Nat
Ib., i. 67, note by Abbé Laverdi¢re. The monntainous, wild district of northern Cape Breton would most likely
centuries ago be the most southerly limit of these animals. The fact that it is only on the northern parts of
Labrador they are now seen, and .. .rdly at .ll on the Atlantic sea-board of that dreary region, shows how their
habitat has receded north in the course of several centuries since Cabot entered the Gulf.

Many animals that fermerly existed in the Gulf have disappeared within a century or two. Dr. Patterson in a
paper on the Magdalen Islands (‘ Trans. of the Nova Seotia Inst. of Science,’ Jan. 181}, shows that the walrus which
was once found in such numbers on their sliores—a place is siill called Vache de Marine--18 now practically extinct.
The same animal was found on tiie southern shores of Cape Breton and on S8able Island.
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CAPE BRETON AND ITS MEMORIALS. 11
the gulf even as late as June from the great icefields of the north, brought with them
bears to the northern shores of Cape Breton in days when they were quite common
enough from the entrance of the St. Lawrence to the Straits of Belle Isle and beyord.
Much speculation has been indulged in whether Prince Edward Island was the island
adjacent to the new found land and named St. John by Cabot in honour of the Saint
on whose festival he discovered it. An argument, however, might be advanced in favour
of the well-known cape, from which the island of Cape Breton derives its present name,
having been actually the first landfall of Cabot in American waters. All the European
sailors of old times naturally made for this easily reached landfall when they came to the
Caulf.! and eventually it became like Cape Race, ene of the most important land-marks in
the waters of eastern America. Quite close to this noted cape, in fact adjacent to it and
in this respect answering to the description in the legend,—una isla grade que esta par la
dha tierra—is the barren, triangular island of Scatari, which in form much more resembles
the island given in the supposed mappe monde of Sebastian Cabot than does the present
Prince dward Island. But against this theory, which certainly has some arguments in
its support, must be placed the fact that the position of Scatari, or in other words its rela-
tion to Cape Breton, does mnot correspond to that given to St. John’s Island on the map.
As long as we accept the map as authentic, and its legends as entitled to credence, we
must give the priority to Cape North and Prince Edward Island.* Without dwelling
further on the point and perhaps adding to the perplexities of a sufficiently intricate
subject, we may come to one conclusion in which all will agree, that the voyages of the
Cabots commenced a new era in the history of North America. In the beginning of the
sixteentl century the Portuguese discovered Labrador to which they gave a name, and
probably explored . considerable portion of :he coasts of Newfoundland, Cape Breton,
and Nova Scotia, and there are even those who in their enthusiasm advance the theory
that thess European voyagers were the first to enter the Saint Lawrence ;* but whilst there
is 15 doubt that they sailed through the straits of Beile Isle and visited parts of the gulf
of Saint Lawrence, including C(ape Breton, many years before Jacques Cartier found
his way to the same waters, no mere speculation can diminish the fame of the latter as
the discoverer of the noble country which must be always associated with the name of
the bold sailor of Saint Malo. As the Cabots laid the foundation of the claim of England
to a large portion of the North American continent from Cape Breteu to Florida, so Cartier
gave to France the valley of the Saint Lawrence, and prepared the way for the courageous

! Sir Humphrey Gilbert, for instance ; see infra, sec. XL

* See App. II to this work, where refercnces are given to t' 2 principal authors who have made the Cabot
voyages their special study, and have with morc or less success worked out their respective theories.

“r. Kohl, in his work on the Discovery of Mzine (¢ Hist. Soc. Coll., Portland,’ 1869), expresses the opinion that the
“prima vista” of the Cabots “ would not probably have been the northern point of Cape Breton but the small island
of St. Paul near it which is generally the first land made by sailors entering the Gulf of St. Lawrence.” On the con-
trary, if “ prima vista” was not the cape from which the island is named and generally the first point made in old
times, it was most likely Cave North, and not St. Paul, which is ten miles distant in a direction quite opposite from
the course clearly taken by John Cabot. After he sighted the northern head of the island, he made ncxt for St.
John island according to the inscription on the mappe monde. If he entered the southern entrance of the Gulf,
he must have made either Scatari or Cape Breton or Cape North—certainly the evidence so far as it goes sustains
the theory that his course took him to the later point.

’ For an able statement of the Portuguese claim, see Rev. Dr. Patterson’s paper in the ¢ Trans Roy. Soc. of Can.,

{(1890), vol. viii, sec. 2. Also, * Magazine of American History * for May, 1891, See App. 111 to this work.
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Frenchman of Brouage who, a few decades later, made on the heights of Quebe= the com-
mencement of thut dependency which France, in her ambition, hoped would develop
until it could dominate the whole continent of North America.

Though it is not likely now that the true course of the Cabots in their first voyage
to eastern America and the actual locality of “ Prima Vista” will ever be cleared up to
the satisfaction of all students of history, there is no doubt whatever that Jacques Cartier,
on his return from his second voyage in 1535-6 to Canada, discovered the passage to the
Atlantic between Cape Breton and Newfoundland, and sighted the bold headlands and
picturesque cliffs of the northern part of the former island. It is probable that he gave
the name of Lorraine to the cape which in the course of two centuries has become Cape
North, aptly called “the watch-tower of the gulf.”! We are told in the accounts of his
voyage that he saw another cape “ towards the south,” and gave it the name of St. Paul’s,
and although there is much difference of opinion as to its exact situation, the weight of
authority goes to show that reference is made to a point on the eastern coast of the island
to the south of Cape North, assuming the latter to be Cape Lorraine. Tt is not unlikely that
Cartier saw in the distance the bold headland which in later times was Smoky Cape (Cap
Enfumé), on account of the cloud of mist which so often envelopes this storm-swept land-
mark of the gulf® It does not appear, however, that Cartier ever landed cn the coast of
Cape Breton, and the statement that is found in some books that he built a fort and lived
one winter on the island has no foundation in fact. The same assertion has been made of
his friend and patron, the Lord of Roberval, who was chosen by the King of France to
settle the new country discovered by the sailor of St. Malo. It is now well established
that Cape Breton was mistaken by some writers for Cap Rouge, near Quebec, where both
Qartier and Roberval—the forme: in 1541, and the latter in 1542—erected forts for the
defence of the infant settlement.”

We have abundant evidence to show that, during the greater part of the sixteenth
century, French, Spanish and Portuguese fishermen probably frequented the coast of Cape
Breton, but it was not until the close of that century that English vessels were found in
any number engaged in the fisheries of the gulf. It is now claimed that Baron de Léry’s
abortive effort of 1518 to establish a settlement was made at Cape Breton, and not at Sable
Island, as generally supposed, but this is an entire mistake.! The Portuguese made an
attempt in 1521 to settle a colony on the coast of Cape Breton, and the best authority at hand
seems to point to the little bay of Inganiche, on the picturesque northeastern shore, as the
site of the infant settlement, which Champlain tells us was very soon deserted on account
of the rigorous and inclement climate.” But while Spaniard and Portuguese ventured into
the bays and rivers of the island, and in all probability attempted to establish temporary
posts for trading and fishing purposes, they have not given to Cape Breton the name it
bears. The origin of this name is even a matter of controversy between those who claim
the Basques or the Bretons to have been the discoverers of the island. Some claim that

i Judge Haliburton, in his “ History of Nova Scotia,” ii. 231.

2 See App. VII to this work, where reasons are given at some lengih for the opinions set forth in the text.

' See App. VII (last paragraph) to this work.

¢ Fiske (“ Disc. of Am.,” ii. 492, n) cites Le Tac, “ Histoire chronologique de la Nouvelle France,” but the refer-
ences (pp. 40, 57) are unmistakably to Sable Island.

»See App. VIII (4) to this work.
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it was the Basque fishermen who first made the cape' on the eastern coast, and named it
after a Cape Breton in that very Basque country which, in the earliest times of which
there is any record, sent many adventurous sailors to Newfoundland and the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. On the other hand, it is urged that the name is only a memorial of the voy-
ages of the Breton and Norman sailors and fishermen of Honfleur, Dieppe and St. Malo,
who sailed in company to eastern America even before the days of Columbus® In sup
port of the Breton claim we find on the oldest maps of the sixteenth century that the cape
is described as Cap de Bretton, Cap aux Bretons, Cavo de Bretonni, and the mainland,
afterwards Acadie, as the Terre aux Bretons, or Terra de los Bretones, or Teirs de Breto.
In a Dortuguese portolano map, the date of which is believed to be either 1514 or 1520,
there is a country described in Portuguese as * the land discovered by the Bretons.” On
the authority of a  great French captain,” supposed to be Jean Parmentier of Dieppe,
whose narrative is credited to 1539, the Breton and Norman voyagers are described as
having visited the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence as early as 1504, and given the
well-known headland of the island its present name. The entrance of the gulf, between
Cape Breton and Newfoundland, is described in Allefonsce’s map of 1544-5 as “ L'Entrée
des Bretons.” Inview of the vagueness of the Basque theory, which is chiefly supported
by the fact of the existence of a Cape Breton on the southeastern coast of France, we can
hardly fail to come to the conclusion that the Bretons gave to the cape the name it has
always borne. Indeed we may well believe that the two capes in France and America
owe their same name to these very adventurous mariners, who have from immemorial
times hovered off the coasts or anchored in the harbours of the Bay of Biscay and of the
Geulf of St. Lawrence as well.

But while there is every reason to believe that the cape wvas named early in the six-
teenth century, we have no authentic record of the exact date when the island itself was
called after its most eastern headland. I.eaving the realms of mere speculation, which
orly bewilders and never satisfies a practical historian, we must content curselves with
the fact that the name of Cape Breton has always clung to the island so long frequented
by Basque and Breton fishermen. During the first forty years and later in the sixteenth
century the name is found on old maps which have come down tous.* Itis given either to
to the most eastern point of the mainland, a region described as Terre d.: Bretons or Terra de
Breto, according to the nationality of the map-maler, or to a little island adjoining. It is
interesting to note to how many makers of the old maps of the Gulf of St. Lawrence the
existence of an island occupying the present position of Cape Breton appears to have been

! “Cape Breton, better known to the mariners of the coast by the name of Port Novy Land, from the small
adjacent islet of Puerto Nnevo, is the most eastern and also the lowest part of the coast. It is singular that this
point, exposed to the continual fretting, dashing and ebullition of this peculiarly restless sea, and placed at the
mercy of every storm that sweeps the Atlantic, should yet bear so little evidence of its power, The firin materials
of its composition seem scarcely to have been worn by the effects of centnries; and though so low, bold water
forming its margin, instead of reefs of scattered rocks and other marks of ruin, is a proof of its unbroken strength.”
Haliburton, “ History of Nova Scotia ” (Halifax, N. 8.,1829), ii. 213-214. Some call the island in question Porto
Novo, which would indicate a Portuguese origin.

* Sce App- VI (last paragraph) to this work.

'See App. VI to this work, where a summary is given of the old maps on which Cape Breton as a cape or
island is marked. Extracts are also given in App.VII and VIII from the accounts of the voyages of Cartier, Cham-
plain, Bellinger (1583), Sylvester Wyett (1594), Charles Leigh (1597), Nicolas Denys (1672}, in which mention is
made of the island and the cape from which it was eventually named.
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Inown. In a map of 1544-45 by Allefonsce, who accompanied Roberval to Canada as his
pilot in 1541, and was the author of a well-known work on cosmography, the island of
Cape Breton is roughly defined, and the entrance to the gulf, as I bave previously stated,
is distinguished as the Enfrée des Brefons. In the later map of Mercator, which shows a
distinct advance in cartography and in the knowledge of these waters, evidence is given
of the existence of a large island on the eastern coast, although the name itself is still
only affixed to one of its capes. Year by year, however, as the maps of the sixteenth
century cleariy show, especially after Cartier’s famous voyages, a knowledge of the coast
lines of the eastern parts of North America was steadily growing, and from the coming
of Champlain to this continent we must date the commencement of a new era in the
colonization and the geography of America. His map of 1612, with all its defects, gives
the most accurate description of the general features of Cape Breton which had appeared
to that time. Although no name is given to the whole island, its leading natural charac-
teristics, especially the great arm of the sea which nearly divides it into two parts, the
large isiand on its southwestern coast, afterwards known as Isle Madame, Englisk Har-
bour, now Louisbourg, Inganiche and its northern cape, Saint Loran, now probably Cape
North, are delineated with some degree of correctness. The Strait of Canseau is defined,
but it is distinguished in a note as the Passage du Glas, whilst Canceau, from which it
subsequently took its name, is accurately placed on the southeastern shore of Acadie or
Nova Scotia. In Champlain’s later map of 1632 the general features of the island are bet-
ter still defined than in the former case, and the Strait of Canseau is given the name
which it has generally borne, while the rocky islet of St Paul,which was incorrectly placed
in 1612, begins to find its proper geographical position. But even on this later map the
island is not given the general name of Cape Dreton, though the present Prince Edward
Island is called St. Jean. In fact, it is not clear when the name of Cape Breton was given
by geographers to the whole island. As previously stated, the name of the land of the
Bretons was for many years, in the oldest maps, given to a large ill-defined country which
was afterwards known as Acadie. In L'Escarbot’s map of 1609, which is by no means so
accurate as Champlain's of threc years’ later, the island is described as Bacaillos, tie
Basque term which was indifferently applied during the previous hundred years to New-
foundland and Labrador and the countries generally on the gulf where tle cod is most
plentiful, and which in these later times has disappeared from those lands and now clings
only to an islet off Conception Bay, latitude :8° 6”, and to a cape on the western coast of
Nova Scotia.! Champlain, writing in 1603, calls Cape Breton the island of Saint Laurent,
“where,” he adds, “is le cap Breton and where a nation of savages called the Sourequois
[Micmacs] pass the winter.” In his account of his later voyages, however, he wries of
the island of Cape Breton (ile du cap Breton). It would seem that the name was not well
established for some time, but that it gradually became the custom to apply the name of
the cape to the island itself. We see that is the case in the accounts given of two
voyages made by two English vessels in 1594 and 1597, in which there is a distinct refer-
ence made to the “Island of Cape Breton.” A French writer® of later times tells us that
the island was * first of all called the Isle du Cap,’ and afterwards the English Harbour,”

! See App. V to this work.

¢ Pichon alias Tyrell, author of a memoir of Cape Breton. See App. IX to this work, where the curious his-
tory of this erratic person is briefly told.

4 In Herman Moll’s Atlas (London, 1715-20) Cape Breton is called Gaspey Island. See map 4 showing north
parts of America claimed by France.

the la
later,

Engli
have :

empir
rich fi
throu
the re
seven
engag
Engli
ent h:
many
of the
T
claim
Cabot
first 1
shores
his ex
his tr:
the sa
whicl
sands
either
Ralei
won 1
and tl
who 1
de Cl
centu
Amer
of Flo
over t
18

the mer
sion of
virtue y
Queene
and a t
Mr. Ed
ed., Edi
Breton,
Louishc
* Se

the Pay



to Canada as his

hy, the island of
reviously stated,
, which shows a
vidence is given
me itself is still
of the sixteenth
'dge of the coast
Tom the coming

new era in the
its defects, gives
ich had appeared
o natural charac-
o two parts, the
ne, Englisk Har-
w probably Cape
nseau is defined,
wu, from which it
10re of Acadie or
he island are bet-
given the name
ncorrectly placed
1is later map the
t Prince Edward
Breton was given
? the land of the
2d country which
s by no means so
as Bacaillos, the
ed years to New-
the cod is most
s and now clings
western coast of
of Saint Laurent,
L the Sourequois
ver, he writes of
me was not well
ply the name of
s given of two
s a distinet refer-
mes tells us that
nglish Harbour,”

vhiere the curious his-

nap 4 showing north

C‘APE BRETON AND ITS MEMORIALS. 18

the last being the old name of Louisbourg, which, in Champlain’s time and many years
later, was the favourite resort of English fishermen. It was in the reign of Elizabeth that
Englishmen began to show that spirit of maritime enterprise which was afterwards to
have such remarkable results in later times by the establishment of the greatest colonial
empire which the world has ever seen. In the course of the sixteenth century, when the
rich fisheries of Newfoundland and the islandsof the Gulf of St. Lawrence became knewn
throughout Eurcpe, English fishermen ventured into the waters which had long been
the resort of the vessels of France, Portugal and Spain, and by the beginning of the
seventeenth century there were probably over two hundred English craft of various sizes
engaged in this great industry. Louisbourg, easy of access from the ocean, invited the
English, at an early date, to malke it their port of call. The Spaniards preferred the pres-
ent harbour of Sydney, which is even yet known as Spanish River, and the French for
many years sought shelter within the safe haven of St. Anne’s, embosomed in the hills
of the northeastern coast of the island.

The discoveries of Verrazano in 1524 and of Jacques Cartier in 1535 gave France a
claim to Acadie, Cape Breton and Canada.  England’s title came {rom the voyages of the
Cabots.  Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a relative of the bold and chivalrous Raleigh, was the
first Englishman of note who ventured, towards the close of the sixteenth centary, to the
shores of Newfoundland and took possession of the island in the name of Elizabeth, but
his expedition had no other results than a barren assertion of a claim of sovereignty ' and
his tragic death at sea on his return to Europe. The Marquis de la Roche, a little later in
the same century, made an abortive attempt to establish a settlement in the new domain
which France now began to claim in America, but his hopes perished in the relentless
sands of Sable Island. It was not watil the beginning of the seventeenth century that
either France or England was able to make a permanent establishment in the new world.
Raleigh, above all other Englishmen of his time, saw that fame and fortune were to be
won in America, but his first attempt to found a little colony in Carolina entirely failed,
and the historian for centuries since has speculated on the fate of the unhappy people
who landed in 1587 on Roanoke Island.* The attempts of Sieur Chauvin and Sieur Aymer
de Chastes to colonize New France were equally unfortunate, and the seventeenth
century opened without a single European settlement on the whole coast of North
America except the Spanish post of St. Augustine at the extreme point of the peninsula
of Florida. At one time, indeed, it seemed as if the lilies of France would have floated
over that southern region and Protestants would have found in those times of oppression

! Sir Humphrey Gilbert, on the 5th of August, 1583, in the harbour of St. John’s, Newfoundland, “summoned
the merchants and masters, both English and strangers [of the ships in port] to be present at his taking posses-
sion of those countries. Before whom openly was read and interpreted unto the strangers his commission, by
virtue whereof Lie tooke possession in the same harbour of St. John, and 200 leagues every way, invested the
Queene’s Majestie with the title and dignite thereof, had delivered unto him (after the custome of England) a rod
and a turffe of the same soile, entring poss

ssion also for Lim, his heires and assignes for ever.” Sce report of
Mr. Edward Haies, gentleman, and principall actor in thesame voyage,” Hakluyt's Collection (Edmund Goldsmid’s
ed., Edinburgh, 1889), vol. xii, p. 337. Sir Humphrey does not appear to have entered any port or land. 1 in Cape
Breton, if indeed he ever made the stcoa. See infra, sec. X1, for a claim that one of his vessels was wrecked in
Louisbourg harbour.

* See an interesting paper, “ The Lost Colony of Roanoke : its Fate and Survival,” by Professor 8. B, Weeks, in
the Papers of the American Historical Association, 1891; also, in Mag. of Am. Hist. for Feb., 1891.
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‘ a refuge from the treachery and bigotry of kings and priests in Europe, but the Huguenot Cadie
settlements of Ribaut and Laudonniére were soon destroyed by the greed and fanaticism Terre
v W ; of the false Spaniard, and, when a new century dawned, the Spanish flag was the only was d
g ‘.»' sign of European dominion from the Gulf of Mexico to the frozen rezions of the north. Euroj
) : During the first decade of the seventeenth century there happened three remarkable Inean
s events in the history of the continent of America. In the western part of Neva Scotia, ex:up
then Acadie or Cadie, on the banks of a beautiful basin where the tumultuous tides of aster

; the Bay of Fundy ebb and flow, we see a sleepy old town which recalls another world to it
: and another century. In the June days the air is redolent with the perfume of the réginm

y apple-blossom and the hawthorn, the bells of ox-teams tinkle in {Ye quict streets, and the I
whole town bears the aspect of a dignified old age, which, having had its share of the Nava
world’s excitement, now only asks to be left alone to spend the remainder of its years in as Cac

: placid ease. There it was, in the beginning of the seventeenth century, Sieur de Monts deseri
\ and his French compatriots laid the foundation of the old settlement of Port Royal, which walkiic
: . & was long the capital of Acadie and the beginning of the French régime in the great region of or Sh
\\‘ ‘v New France. Two years later, in 1607, a little colony of English ventured into Virginia, grows
AN and although in thesc days the only vestiges of that settlement are a few tombstones and The r
grassy mounds, which are themselves rapidly disappearing beneath the encroachment of Acadi

the tides, the site of Jamestown must ever be interesting to the historian and the states- the is

man as the commencement of that remarkable experiment of colonization which has Bretox

established a federal union of over sixty-four millions of people, distinguished for their remai

energy, their enterprise, and their capacity for self-government. Only a year later, in tion o

1608, Champlain, sailor, explorer and statesman, founded the colony of Canada on those never

picturesque heights on which, in the course of nearly three centuries, a city has grown, A

h so remarkable for its natural beauty, its capacity for defence, and its memorials of the ion of

; history of France in America. and a

1 The first decade of the seventeenth century will ever be memorable for the found- After

ation of that “Old Dominion ” which must receive honourable mention as the pioneer Franc

coleny in the plantations of English America, and for the genesis of that new Dominion no tin

which, two centuries and a half after the seitlement of Quebec, was to stretch between king :

two oceans, and comprise an area of territory almost as great as that of the nation which own g

ras boru at Jamestown in 1607. to an

Port Royal, known in later times as Annapolis, in honour of a not very brilliant of En

English queen, is therefore the first permanent settlement maae by Europeans between all the

: Florida and the Arctic regions. Nova Scotia and Cape Breton have the oldest history of was ¢

any part of the Dominion of Canada ;' for thereis little doubt that their shores were visited Earl o

by the Norsemen, the Basques and Bretons, the Cabots and the Portuguese in the course Nova

o{' those adventurous voyages whose dim traditions and uncertain records have long per- Canad

plexed, and must continue to perplex, the students of the ancient annals and cartography that t)

of this continent. Indeed therc much reason for the theory, to which I have previously intere;

referred, that John Cabot first made one of the capes of the island ; but without dwelling . his gr

again on this vexed question, it is sufficient to know that Cape Dreton and Acadie or when

= 14« Ag early as 1504 the fishermen of these latter people [Bretons and Normans] seem to have been on the ! Se

northern coasts, and we owe to them the name of Cape Breton, which is thought to be the oldest I'rench name in eastern

* Se

our American geography.” Justin Winsor, “ Christopher Columbus,” p. 555.
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Cadie, included in the mysterious regions of Norumbega or Norembeque, o Arambec,' or
Terre des Bretons, were visited by Europeans long before the valley of the St. Lawrence
was discovered by the Breton sailor. Indeed it is contended that fhe first attempt at
European settlement in Canada was on the island of Cape Breton—at St. Peter’s or
Inganiche ; but we need not dwell on this interestin s suggestion of the antiquarian,
except to say that the Portuguese had no influence whatever on the colonization of the
eastern provinces of Canada, and the old town of Annapolis may always point with pride
to its grassy hillocks and willow-stumps as so many relics of the days of the French
régime.

It is in the letters-patent and commission given in 1603 by Henry IV of France and
Navarre to Sieur de Monts that we find the first mention of Acadie, which is also described
as Cadie, obviously a Micmac or Souriquois affix used in connection with other words to
describe the natural characteristies of a place or locality (ikide). For instance, Numach-
wakide is a place where fish is plentiful ; Anagwakade is White Point ; Segubunakide
or Shubenacidie is the place where a root known as the ground nut or Indian potato
grows; and £0 cn with any number of places in the old home of the Micmac Indians.
The royal papers just mentioned give the French a jurisdiction over “the whole coast of
Acadie, the lands of Cape Breton (du Cap Breton), the bays of St. Clair and Chaleurs,
the islands of Percé. Gaspey, Mettan [Matane], Tadousac and the river of Canada.” Cepe
Breton, which is not definitely mentioned as an island, but is called after its cape, long
remained in obscurity, and it is Port Royal that alone for many years attracted the atten-
tion of the historian. The record of this little post in the Bay of Fundy is the record of a
never ending conflict between the English and the French for the dominion of Acadie.

According as the New England colonies increased in population, the French possess-
ion of Acadie was regarded by them as a constant menace, and all their efforts were, time
and again, for more than a century, directed towards driving the French from the country.
After the foundation of Quebec by Champlain, Canada became the favourite colony of
France and Acadie obtained a very small degree of recognition from the parent state. At
no time, indeed, in her history did she evoke that interest and attention {rom the French
king and people that would have enabled the struggling colonists eventually to hold their
own against the energetic and sturdy New Xinglanders. In 1613 Port Royal surrendered
to an English adventurer named Captain Argall, and Acadie remained in the possession
of England until the treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye, when it was restored to France with
all the countries and places which Great Britain held in New France. While Acadie
was occupied by England, a Scotch gentleman, Sir William Alexander, afterwards the
Earl of Stirling, obtained a grant from King James of the country which was now called
Nova Scotia, as well as of New Brunswick and St. John’s Island, of a part of Lower
Canada and also of Cape Breton, which was called Baccalaos in his patent ; an indication
that the present name was not yet generally recognized in Europe. This patent is chiefly
interesting to us from the fact that it gave him the right to establish settlements within
his grant, to which was appended the title of baronet. In these prosaic, practical days,
when everything is brought—too much so in some cases—to the test of commercial value,

! See infra, sec. IX, and App. IV, for references to a probable survival of this curious name on the south-
eastern coast of Cape Breton, in the immediate vicinity of Louisbourg.
* See App. XI1I to this work for a list of Indian compound words in support of the assertion in the text.
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we recall with some amusement the efforts of mer in unes, when the virgin forest held
the mastery in America, to reproduce the titles 1 trappings of the old world and create
a new wuoblesse to gratify the cravings of ambition which could noi be satisfied in Europe.
On the banks of the St. Lawrence, seigniors held estates of princely inagnitude and
imitated the feudal customs of their old homes across the sea. On the Hudson, patroons
assumed the dignity of great manorial lords, and in South Carolina an English philo-
sopher attempted to create grandees under the high-sounding names of lords-palatine,
landgraves and caciques. Even in the little island of Prince Edward, when it had passed
away from its first French proprietors, Znglishmen had their ambition to become lords
paramount, manorial lords and barons.! In Acadie, the dignity which was to be attached
to grants of land for the encouragement of settlement never took root, and though the
title has been long retained in Scottish families as a purely honorary distinction, it has
never had since the days of Stirling any connection with the province from which it was
named more than two hundred and sixty years ago.”

One of the persons who obtained such a right was Lord Ochiltree, who built a fort
in 1629 at Baleine, a small port to the northeast of Louisbourg, with the object of colon-
izing that section of Cape Breton, but he was very soon forced to leave the place by a
number of Frenchmen under the leadership of a Captain Daniel, who claimed that the
Scotch nobleman was a trespasser on the territory of France. After destroying the Eng-
lish post, the same Captain Daniel built a fort and commenced a settlement at St. Anne’s,’
then called Great Cibou,' by the savages. This first atiemnpt to found a French colony on
the northeastern coast of Cape Breton was unsuccessful after a few years of struggle. The
Jesuit mission, which is said to have existed there in 1634, was withdrawn and the
settlement almost deserted two or three years later, when an energetic Frenchman came
to the island and established a post in the same place to carry on the fisheries.

The history of Acadie from 1632 to 1713, when it became a permanent possession of
England, is one of a never-ceasing contest between the rival chiefs, La Tour and Char-
nissy, for the supremacy in the country where both of them claimed to have rights.
New Scotland, in those days, in fact, was the scene of such feuds as kept rival chieftains
for centuries in a state of constant warfare amid the glens and mountains of old Scotland.
In Cape Breton an enterprising Frenchman of the name of Nicholas Denys, Sieur de Fron-
sac, a native of Tours, attempted to establish himself at St. Peter’s, on the isthmus between
the sea and the Bras d’Or lake, on the southwestern extremity of the isiand. For many
years he also built trading posts of some importance at St. Anne’s on the eastern coast
of Cape Breton, at Chedabouctou Bay (now Guysboro), and at Miscou on the coast. of
New Brunswick ; but he, too, suffered from the greed and lawlessness of rivals. It was
easy enough, in those times, to obtain grants of land and the right to trade in those
countries from the authorities in France, who knew nothing of the geography of the new

story of Prince Edward Island” (Charlottetown, 1875) 20-12; Bourinot, * Local Govern-

! See Campbell’s ¢
ment in Canada,” Johns Hopkins “ Un. Studies,” Baltimore, 1887.

2 Murdoch’s “ History of Nova Scotia” (i. 68-69) gives a description of the insignia of the order.

3 Ferland, “Cours d’Histoire du Canada,” i. 259. This historian (i. 238) falls into the error of confusing Lord
Ochiltree’s fort at Baleine with the one which Daniel subsequently built at St. Anne’s. Murdoch, in his “ History of
Nova Scotia,” (1. 72) also makes the mistake of placing Ochiltree’s fort at St. Anne’s. See Brown, ¢ History of
Cape Breton,” pp. 74-84; Champlain, iv. 1283-8.

* See infra, sec. IX, for meaning of this Micmac word.
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world, and took little or no pains to ascertain whether they might not interfere with pre-
vious charters. One Le Borgne, who was u creditor of Charnisay, the former rival of
La Tour and governor of Acadie, professed to have obtained anthority from the parliament
of Paris to take possession of all his debtor’s property in the colony. He claimed that
Denys was an intruder on the domain over which Charnisay had lerdship, and in a most
high-handed manner took possession of all the property owned by the former at St. Peter’s.
On appealing to France, Denys obtained a patent in 1654 from the king. appointing him
governor of the extensive country extending from Cape Cangeau to Cape Rosiers [Race],
Newfoundland, Cape Breton, St. John and other adjacent islands. Hardly had he obtained
this redress from the authorities in France, to whom he at once appealed, than he found
himself harassed by the lawless conduct of another commercial rival named (“-iriludiél'e,
who claimed to have received from the Company of New France a grant of the coast in
Acadie, which included Denys’s concession and fort at Guysboro’. The Canadian Com-
pany subsequenily repudiated Giraudiére’s acts and revoked their grant to him, but
Denysreceived no compensation for the losses which he suffered at Chedabouctou from his
rival’s treachery and falsehood. He was compelled to give up his post in Acadie, and to
retire to Cape Breton, but even here his misfortunes followed him. At last, when his
fort at St. Pierre was destroyed by fire, he retired altogether from the island to the Bay
of Chaleurs, probably beforc 1659, and is believed to have returned to France either in
1671 or 1672, disheartened and worn out by his struggles in America.'

Whilst in his native country, Denys published the first book which refers at any
length to Cape Breton since its discovery, and gives us some interesting information
respecting the natural features of those parts of the island with which he was best

! Mr. Hannay, in his history of Acadie, gives a well-written account of this memorable feud which lasted for
many years in the early days of Nova Scotia, but he appears to have fallen into some slight errors with respect to
Denys and his difficulties with Le Borgne. Ie tells us (p. 187) that Charnisay broke up Denys’s establishment in
Cape Bretow, whereas it was Le Borgne who laid claim to all the former’s rights in Acadie as stated above. When
Denys first came to Acadie he established a shore fishery at Rossignol (Liverpool) in partnership with De Razilly,
then living at La Have, and a merchant of Auray, in Bretagne (Murdoch, Hist. of N. 8., i. 87; Denys, Amérique
Septentrionale, i.86). On account of the loss of his principal vessel he appears to have left Rossignol and estab-

lished himself in the vicinity of Razilly’s fort with the intention of carrying on a lumbering business, but on the
deathi of Razilly, Charnisay obtained a transfer in his fuvour of all the latter’s estates (Murdoch, i. 96) and forced
Denys to abandon his enterprise in disgust (Denys, i. 94-104). Denys then established himself in Cape Breton,
and after some time was attacked by Le Borgne. Hannay also informs us (p. 194) that the latter destroyed
Denys’s establishment at T.a Have in Nova Scotia, but this does not seem accurate. It appears that after Denys
went to Cape Breton Charnisay or D'Aulnay, as he is indifferently called, removed the inhabitants of La Have to
Port Royal, and according to a French Canadian historian they were the beginning of the ¥French Acadian race
(Ferland, i. 851, n.; Murdoch, i. 163, 114; Denys, 4). La Have, it seems, was again settled after Charnisay had
rerroved the original inhabitants, and Le Borgne’s party, after their attack on Denys in Cape Breton, and on their
way to Port Royal with him as a prisoner, destroyed the houses, not because Denys had any claim to them, but
apparently because Le Borgne did not recognize the right of the new people to cecupy the place. (Murdoch, i.
125; Denys, i. 6.) Subsequently Denys obtained his liberty and acknowledgments of his rights, while Le Borgne’s
son took possession of La Have and constructed a fort of timber for the purpose of carrying on business at that
point (Ibid, i. 10). The letters-patent of 1654, defining Denys’s limit of government (Brown, 92, Quebec Doc., i.
141) speak of Charnisay having expelled him from his forts, but this must he a mistake for Le Borgne or a refer-
ence to Charnisay baving driven Denys from La Have. Denys, however, is remarkably obscure in narrating even
the facts of his own history, and it is easy to understand why Brown, Hannay and others zre often perplexed and

misled. I have endeavoured to study out the facts with the results as T have given them above—hesitatingly, I
admit.
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acquainted.! But whenever he takes up subjects of which he has no personal knowledge,
his statements are very perplexing on account of their vagueness. We can see through-
out the book, however, that he had much confidence in the capabilities of the island, and
deeply regretted that his misfortunes had prevented him from carrying on the enterprises
which he had in view for its settlement and development. During his residence in Cape
Breton, he tilled not only the land around his post at St. Pierre, but had a fine settlement
at St. Anne’s, where he cultivated even fruit successfully. Consequently he wasable to write
with some knowledge of the resources of Cape Breton. His departure was a serious blow
to the island, which remained for years neglected by his countrymen. Not a single Euro-
pean settlement was made within its limits until the first years of the cighteenth century,
while the total population of Acadie itself did not reach a thousand souls, including the
little garrison at Port Royal. Denys appears to have been in Quebec in 1679, for there is
documentary evidence® to show that he was blind at that {ime and was pressing his claims
for consideration on the government and asking an appointment of master of forests for
his son, very likely the father of that M. de ]a Ronde Denys, whose name sometimes occurs
in the later records of the island when Louisbourg was founded and Isle Royale became
at last a valued possession of France’

II. CAPE BrETON As ILE ROYALE, AND THE FOUNDATION OF LOUISBOURG.

During the seventeenth century it was a question whether Acadie was destined to
be an English or a French colony. At times the red cross of England, and at others the
Bourbon lilies were raised over the little fort at Port Royal, and it was not until the
victories of Marlborough had humbled the pride of the great monarch, and crushed the
armies of France at Blenheim, Ramilies and Oudenarde, that the country now known as
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, passed forever into the possession of England. The
treaty of Utrecht' was the first check given to France in her designs to colonize America

! See App. IX (first paragraph) to this work, for a bibliographical notice of this very rare book. I give alsc, in

App. VIII, a translation of the chapter referring to the island specially, as it has never before been printed in

Englisli. It shows that Denys had only a superficial acquaintance with the geographical and natural features of the
island generally. His knowledge was confined to St. Peter’s, the Labrador and the coast between Inganiche and
Cape North.
? Quebee Documents, i. &
3 M. de la Ronde Deny

rrandson of the old governor, a captain of infantry, who took part in the settlement
of Cape Breton in 1713, sent a description in that year to the French minister having charge of the colonies, in
which he calls St. Anne’s the finest harbour in the world, and presses ifs advantages over any that Lounisbourg
could offer as the chief port and fortified place. “My devoted grandfather,” he wrote, “bad a fort there, the
remains of which are yet to be seen, and the Indians tell us that he raised the finest grain there and we have
likewise seen the fields which he used to till ; and there are to be seen in the place very fine apple trees, from which
we have eaten very good fruit for the season........ We sce by experience, my lord, that New England, which is
not worth a tenth part of Cape Breton, h w that colony flonrishes; for I know of certain knowledge that there are
built in the counwy of Boston, every year, more than 1500 vessels, from 15 tons up to 800 tons burthen. One sees that
there is nothing to hinder us doing the same thing. We are deficient in nothing required.” It is quite true that
when we look at Cape Breton, with its unrivalled situation for the successful prosecution of the fisheries, its
remarkable mines of bituminous coal, and its relation to the rest of the continent, we can well believe that its
natural advantages are far superior to those of the New England States ; but its want of wealth, capital and enter-
prise and of connection for many years with a great and prosperous country like that to the back of New England,
have kept the island always in a very inferior position until the present, when its prospects at last seem brighter.
* For text of this treaty so far as it relates to Cape Breton, see App. XVI to this work.
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Trans. R. S. C., 1891. Map of Acadie and Cape Breton, by Governor Denys, 1672, e
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and the inauguration of that series of victories which ended at last in driving her
entirely from the continent. * At the time of the Armada,” says an English historian,
“ we saw England entering the race for the first time ; at Utrecht, England wins the
race. . . . The positive gains of England were Acadie in Nova Scotia, and New-
foundland surrendered by France, and the Assiento compact granted by Spain. In other
words, the first step was taken towards the destruction of greater France by depriving her
of one of her three settlements of Acadie, Canada and Louisiana, in North America. From
that moment the rivalry in Americais between France and England. . . . The
decisive event of it is the Seven Years’ War and the new position given to England by
the treaty of Paris in 1762. Here is the culminating point of English power in the
eichteenth centary; nay relatively to other states, England has never since been so
great.” !

Cape Breton, from this time forward, commenced to be an influential factor in the
affairs of New France. DBefore the close of the war and the cession of Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland to England, the attention of the French government was directed to the
importance of the geographical position of the island and to the expediency of making
one of its harbours an entrepot for the trade between Canada, France and the West Indies.
M. Raudot, intendant of justice and police, and his son, who had charge of finance in
(Canada, recommended, in 1708, that the island should be made availabie for commercial
purposes, and very strongly pressed the necessity of fortifying one of its harbours, which
“ would afford a safe refuge for vessels chased by an enemy, driven in by storms or in
want of provisions.” Such a harbour would, in their opinion, * form a suitable rendez-
vous for cruisers and privateers, while France might monopolize the codfishery on the
coast of Acadie by means of a few small frigates, always ready to drive off foreign fisher-
men.”* So far the island had been neglected, and Plaisance—the Placentia of the Portu-
guese—was the headquarters of the French fisheries in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. At this
time Newfoundland was inhabited by a considerable number of English traders and fisher-
men, chiefly on the coast between Cape Race and Cape Bonavista. Both the French and
English had now a large flect of vessels of considerable size engaged in these rich fisheries,
the annual catch of the French alone being probably half a million quintals. When
Newfoundland was given up to England in 1713, the French officials and inhabitants

removed to Cape Breton, where English Harbour, from that time known as Louisbhourg,
was chosen as the capital. The island itself was named Ile Royale, St. Peter’s became
Port Toulouse, and the fine port of St. Anne became Port Dauphin, and seemed likely at
one time to be chosen as the seat of government. The first governor of Ile Royale was
M. de Costabelle,” who had held a similar position at Plaisance, in Newfoundland. The

! Seeley, “ Expansion of England,” pp. 132, 133, 138.

* For a very fuil abstract of this able memorandum of the Raudots, see Charlevoix, “ Histoire Générale de la
Nouvelle France,” iv. 129-142,

' The following is a list of the French governors of Ile Royale from 1713 to 1758 : M. de “‘ostabelle, 1712-1717 ;
M. de St. Ovide, 1718-1735 ; M. de Brouillan, 1736-1738 ; M. de Forant, 1739-1740; M. Duquesnel, 1741-1744 ; Major
Duchambon, 1745 ; [the English governors from 1745 to 1749 were Warren and Pepperrell (joint), Commodore
Knowles and Colonel Hopson;] M. des Herbidres, 1749-1751 ;: M. le Comte de Raymond, 1751-1754 ; M. d’Aillebout,
17545 M. de Drucour, 1754-1759. This list is made up from M. Marmette’s summary of papers in the French
archives relating to Ile Royale. (*Canadian Archives,” 1887.) M. de St. Ovide was also known as M. de St.
Ovide de Brouillan, and it is a question whether the same person was not governor from 1736 to 1738, but I have
not been able to clear up this doubt.

e
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island, in the course of years, received small accessions of population from Acadie, but,
generally speaking, the inhabitants of that country showed little disposition to remove in
any number to the island which Firance now began to value since she had lost so much
by the treaty of Utrecht. It is interesting to note that in the negotiations that preceded
this treaty England was desirous of holding Cape Breton in common with the French, on
condition that neither power shounld raise fortifications on theisland. If this proposition had
been agreed to, we might have had in these dayssome such complications as have arisen
from the unfortunate clause in the treaty which gives the French certain fishing rights
on a portion of the coast of Newfoundland, to the great irritation of the people of that
island, who are now suffering from the consequences of the blunder on the part of Eng-
lish statesmen, quite indifferent to colonial interests in those early times. The French
government, however, not only succecded in hampering the future development of
Newfoundland, ! y obtaining this important advantage for their fishing interests, but they
refused to agree to the proposition which was made by Saint John, afterwards Lord
Bolingbroke, partly on the ground that as it was desirable “ to establish a perfect good
understanding 7 between France and Great Britain, it was impossible to preserve it in
the places possessed in common by the French and English nations;” but the chief rea-
son was no doubt the one also urged that it was pradence on the part of the French King
“ to reserve to himself the possession of the only isle which will hereafter open an entrance
to the river St. Lawrence.” In this way. by the foresight of the French, Cape Breton was
spared the troubles that might have arisen had the English suggestion been hastily
adopted, and the treaty of Utrecht finally provided that this island, “as also all others
both in the mouth of the River St. Lawrence and in the gulf of the same name, shall
hereafter belong of right to the king of France, who shall have liberty to fortify any place
or places there.”

That we may understand the importance of Cape Breton in the contest between
France and England for dominion in America it is necessary that we should survey the
state of the colonies of the two nations on this continent. The English settlements
extended from the Penobscot to the Spanish colony of Florida and were confined to a
narrow range of country between the Atlantic and the Appalachian range of mountains.
When George the First ascended the throne of England, soon after the signing of the
treaty of Utrecht, the total population of these colonies had reached 375,750 white inhabi-
tants, and 58,850 blacks; in all, 434,600 souls, and was increasing with great rapidity.
Their commercial activity and industrial enterprise had already created a total annual
trade of imports and exports, probably to the value of twelve millions and a half of dollars.!
The colonies of Massachusetts (which then included Maine), New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Virginia and the
Carolinas (then comprising Georgia) enjoyed representative institutions based on those
of England, and local government in a very complete form. New England from its

natural situation had, since its early settlement, watched with jealousy and dread the

growth of the French settlements in Acadie and Canada, and when their villages were

destroyed and their people massacred from time to time by the raids of Indians and
French, they were nerved to make powerful efforts to seize Quebec and Port Royal.
Phipps made an abortive attack on the ancient capital of Canada in 1699, and Admiral Sir

! Hildreth, “ Hist. of the U.8.,," ii. 278, 329. Bancroft “ Hist. of the U. 8.,” ii, 238,
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Hovenden Walker never succeeded (1711) in getting beyond the mouth of the St. Lawrence,
but after a loss of eight transports and nearly nine hundred men decided to give up even
the project of attacking the little French post of Plaisance and to return to England.
The whole expedition was destined to failure from the very start, as the chief command
of the veteran regimen‘s which had followed Marlborough to victory on the continent of
Europe was actually entrusted to a notoriously incompetent brother of Mrs. Masham, who
had supplanted the famous Duchess in Queen Anne’s affections. The Duke had refused
to give him a colonelcy on the ground that he was a “ good for nothing,”* but court favour
foisted him, at last, upon an expedition whose issue reflected disgrace on all concerned in
it and sadly discouraged the English colonists who were looking forward anxiously to its
success. Their hopes had aiready been considerably raised by the advantage previously
gained by General Nicholson—an able man long connected with the government ot the
colonies—who succeeded in 1710 in taking possession of Port Royal.’ From that time
Acadie ceased to be a French possession, and the people of New England felt that the first
step had been taken towards ridding themselves of a dangerous neighbour in America.
Half a century, however, would pass before all their hopes could be realized and England
reign supreme in the valley of the St. Lawrence.

! It appears that Sir Hovenden was forced by public opinion in England to retreat to South Carolina and to
write a book in his defence :—“ Wien I perceived myself unworthy to serve my,own nation any longer [see p. 21 of
his Journal of the Expedition] I thouzht it more consistent with my principles, and indead more honourable to
retreat to the most distant part of the King’s dominions, and pass the rest of my life in a private state of solitude
and retirement.” In concluding his apology or defence (see App. XV to this work) he consoles himself with this
poetic outburst : —

To conclude.

“ How thoughtless is the Man, and how unblest!
Who suflers Fortune to invade bis Rest:
Who vainly grieves at Injuries of Fate,
Which eases none : But does more Ills create :
Fondly pursuing Methods, for Redress,
Which ruflle, and destroy his inward Peace.

Man is a world, and to himself can be,
The Seat of Happiness, or of Misery :
Whose reason, is the Monarch of his Mind,
And uncontroul’d should rule and unconfin'd;
What boots it then, tho’ fickle Chance deprives,
Of outward Benefits, Chance only gives ?
Tho’ all the States on Earth should be at Jars
Involv'd in foreign, or intestine Wars ;
While his small Kingdom, undisturb’d shall be
From civil Discords, and rude Tumults free;
Fortune’s Insults, he'll treat with just Disdain,
And she'll attempt his settled Peace in vain.

:

Let him secure a calm Repose within,

He's safe : For Sorrows only then begin,

When headstrong Passions dare rebellious prove,
Aud reason from the Throne, by Force remove.”

* Bancroft, “History of the U. 8.,” ii. 200, 201 (N. Y., 1888, author’s last ed.).

* The French Governor Subercase, who surrendered Port Royal to General Nicholson, had a commission from
the French king as “ Governor of Acadie, Cape Breton and the adjacent islands and countries.” By his surrender
then Cape Breton came also into the possession of England until 1713, when France awoke to its importance.
Douglas, “Summary of the British Settlements,” i, 345-346 ; Murdoch, “ Hist. of Nova Scotia,” i. 318.
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Realizing, at lasi, the serious mistake they had made in neglecting the defences of
Acadie, the French government, after a few months of hesitation—quite intelligible in view
of the disasters of the great war—set to work to adopt the wise advice of the Raudots in
1708 and to make Louisbourg a centre of trade on the Atlantic coast, and a bulwark of

their dominion in Canada. Unlike the English colonists, the French on the St. Lawrence
enjoyed no political liberties, but were governed by an aristocratic, illiberal system which
crushed out every semblance of self-government and placed them entirely under the rule
of the king and his officials in the province. Their only trade was in furs, and the
country gave no evidence of that commercial enterprise that distinguished the English
colonies, where ship-building, the fisheries and tobacco cultivation were among the staple
industries. In 1714 there were only two towns of any importance in Canada, Quebec and
Montreal, and their total population did not nearly equal that of Boston. The whole
population of Canada did not exceed twenty-five thousand souls, or about one half that
of Massachusetts, of which less than five thousand were capable of bearing arms.
Although the commerce and population of Canada were insignificant in comparison with
the English colonies, the French governors were ambitious to extend French dominion in
America. Men like Joliet, Marquette and La Salle represented the spirit of enterprise
which carried coureurs de bois, missionaries, traders and gentlemen-adventurers into the
mysterious west which Frenchmen had discovered and explored forty years before Gover-
nor Spottiswood and his gay following of Virginia gentlemen had crossed the Blue Ridge
and saw the beauty of the Shenandoah Valley. The only practical result of that holiday
trip of an English cavalier was the presentation of a pretty golden horseshoe to the
gallant gentlemen who, in honour of the occasion, were named the “knights of the golden
horseshoe” ;' but La Salle actually explored the country of the Illinois, descended the
Mississippi and gave to France the right to claim that great valley, which is now th:
home of many millions of people, inhabiting a rich country which scemed, at one time,
destined to become a part of a mighty French empire in America. When the House of
Hanover gave a king to England, there were already French posts and missions at
important points on the great lakes and in the northwest, discovered by the French
explorers during the closing years of the seventeenth century: at Frontenac, on the head
of the St. Lawrence River; at Detroit, between Lakes Huron and Erie; at Ste. Marie,
between Lakes Huron and Superior; at Mackinaw (Michillimacinac), between Lakes
Huron and Michigan ; at Fort Miami, on the Si. Joseph at the foot of Lake Michigan ; at
St. Louis, on the Illinois ; at Kaskakia, on the upper Mississippi; at Mobile, on the Gulf
of Mexico.” These posts were the evidence: of France's growing power in North America,
the first steps towards the realization of that ambitious policy which, in the middle of
the eighteenth century, laid claim to the Ohio Valley and attempted to confine the Eng-
lish colonies between the sea and the Alleghanies.

The fortifications of Louisbourg® were commenced in 1720 and cost the French nation
thirty millions of livres or about six million dollars, or taking into account the greater

! See Cooke’s “ Virginia,” in the American Commonwealth Series (Boston, 1884) pp. 314, 315; Hinslale’s “ Old
Northwest” (N.Y., 1801) i. 17, 18; the latter quotes Waddell’s “ Annals of Augusta Co.,” pp. 6-9.

? For a brief sketch of the colonization of the Northwest, and the establishment of a chain of fortified posts
between the lake country and the settlements on the St. Lawrence, see Hinsdale’s “ Old Northwest,” i. 38-54.

¥ See large plan of the fortifications appended to this work. .
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value of money in those days over ten million dollars of our money, and even then they
were never completed in accordance with the original design, on account of the enormous
expense which far exceeded the original estimates, and of the reluctance of the French
king to spend money in America when it was required to meet the lavish expenditure
of mistresses and the cost of wars of ambition ii: Europe. The walls of the fortifications
were chiefly built of a porphyritic trap —a prevailing rock in the vicinity.,! A considerable

French Medal struck at foundation of fortifications of Louisbourg.”

portion of the finer materials used in the construction of the brick and stone masonry of
the fortifications and buildings was actually brought from France,—as ballast probably in
the fishing fleet from year to year—but it is also well known that a good deal of the
timber and brick was purchased from traders of New England who had no objection to
carn an honest penny, even among a people whom they at once despised and hated, and
some of whom, in all probability, helped at a later time to demolish the very walls for
which they had furnished materials.” It is stated with such persistence by French
officers, that we must believe that there is some truth in it, that the {ortifications had been
constructed carelessly and worthless sea sand used in mixing the mortar. It is quite
probable that in Louisbourg, as in Canada, the officials in charge of the works cheated the
government in every possible way in order to amass enough to get out of the country to
which many of them had a strong aversion.

! Dr. Gesner's “Industrial Resources of Nova Scotia,” p. 308. “The quarry,” he is writing of a visit to the rains
in 1849, ‘“ is seen about half a mile from the town. Ilie stones were employed in their rough state. With them
I found a handsome cut rock, closely resembling the Portland stone of England. I have been informed that this
rock was obtained by the French at Mira River, but I have never seen any like it in America. Pieces of fine
polished marble were also found among the ruins of the governor’s dwelling.” See App. XVI to this book for a
reference to Dr. Gesner’s work on Nova Scotia.

! From the collection of sIr. MeLachlan, Montreal. See App. XII to this work.—No. 1 in list.

' The New England merchants were al«

s ready to take advantage of their position and make money out of
England and I'rance according to existing circumstances. Sir Hovendei: Walker, admiral of the fleet that met with
disaster in 1711, while in the Gulf of St. Lawrence on the way to attack Quebec, (see supra sec. XT) tells us in his

account of the ill-fated expedition, that while in Boston, ivr the purpose of obtaining supplies, Mr. Belcher, a rich
and leading man of the province, refused to continue his contract to furnish provisions, because he could not get
the exorbitant prices he asked. (See pp. 64, 65 of Journal.) Some of the captains of the ships expressad the
opinion that “ Belcher designed to buy up all the provisions to be had in the country to enhance the prices and so
make the whole advantage to his own private interest.” Mr. Peter Faneuil—a famous name in Boston still—was
also remarkable for * the exorbitance of his prices.” (See pp. 11,12 of Journal.) Puritan and Profit appear to
have been often synonymous terms in the sarly history of New England.

.
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The harbour of Louisbourg lies on the southeastern coast of Cape Breton and is a port
very easily made by vessels coming from Europe. The cape from which the island takes
its name, and which was always the landfall anxiously looked for by the Breton, Basque
and English mariners in the old times to which I have referred, lies only about two
leagues in a northeasterly direction from the most easterly point of the harbour where a
lighthouse has always stood since the days of French occupation. The harbour runs
from southwest to northeast and has a length of about two miles and an average width of
half a mile. It hasadepth of from three to six fathoms of water, and affords safe anchorage
at all seasons for a large fleet of vessels. It is rarely blocked by drift ice compared with
other ports on that coast of Cape DBreton and is open all winter, the little northeastern
harbour being the only part frozen. It has a remarkably easy entrance from the sea of
probably o third of mile in width between the rocky shore of Lighthouse Point and a
chain of islets and rocks which form an impassable barrier to any approach from the
ocean to the oblong neck of land on the southern shore of the port, where the fortified
town of Louisbourg was built by the French. This point rises gradually from the
harbour and forms a slight acclivity where the buildings stood, and then gently declines
into the low ground, made up of swamp, rocky knolls and scrub, which lies between it
and the great bay of Gabarus, which stretches to the southwest for a distance of from a
mile and a sixth to four miles from the fortifications, White Point being the nearest and
Freshwater Cove the furthest in this direction. At the southwest extremity of the har-
bour there was and is still a little barachois—a name generally given to a pond connected
with the sea,—while the nort narrows towards the northeast and forms an arm between
the western shore and a rocky promontory, covered with scrubby spruce, averaging from
a mile and a quarter to half a mile in width. This sheltered arm has been always the
favourite anchorage of the fishing boats and schooners from the earliest times. On the
most prominent point of the promontory, at the entrance of the harbour, stands the light-
house, from which a most magnificent view of the Atlantic can be had on a clear day.
On the northeast side the French had a careening wharf where men-of-war could heave
down and be repaired. On the opposite shore there were a large number of rude stages
where the fishermen made their fish. The shore of the promontory is exceedingly rugged
and precipitous in places, but between the lighthouse point and Cape Breton there are
three picturesquely formed coves or small harbours, which have been always the resort
of fishermen, and one ot which is memorable as having been the scene of Lord Ochil-
tree’s abortive attempt to establish the first British colony on the island. The western
side of the harbour has a very gradual ascent into the interior of the island, and was
covered with a thick grove of small spruce, except where it had been cleared to make
room for batteries and buildings and to prevent a cover for an attacking force too close to
the town. The hilly country, which practically commands the town on this side of the
port, stretches as far as Lake Catalogne, and beyond to the beautiful river and bay of
Mira, a distance of about twelve miles. On this river, in the course of time, French
people had comfortable farms and even gardens, and here and there the visitor can still
see the narcizsus growing among the ruins of their old homes and the stumps of old
apple and plum trees which had been evidently planted by these early inhabitants of
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the island.! On the same river there was also a settlement of Grermans, probably from
Alsace-Lorraine.?

The fortifications enclosed an area of over one hundred acres, and had a circumference
of about two and one-half miles. They were planned on the best system as laid down by
Vauban and other great masters of engineering skill, and were intended to be, as indeed
they were, despite their faulty construction, the most complete example of a strongly for-
tified city in America. Writers have constantly referred to Louisbourg as  the American
Dunkirk,” and it is no exaggeration to say that its fortifications can be best compared to
that powerful fortress which was for so many years a menace to England on the French
coast. The strongest portion of the fortifications was necessarily constructed on the land
side, stretching for two-thirds of a mile from the Dauphin or west gate at the northwest-
erly angle of the walls or the southern shore of the harbour to within a short distance of
the rocky shore at Black Point, and facing the country which stretches to Gabarus Bay,—
necessarily the weak side since any attack by land must come from that direction. TIf we
survey the general features of the fortifications, as set forth in the plans and descriptions
which have come down to us, we find that the glacis was perfect on the southwest, or
land front, as far as the shore extremity of the walls, and a ditch at least eighty feet in
breadth extended throughout this distance. An escarpment rose above this ditch, but it
was necessary to cross a bridge over a little stream before entering the west or Dauphin
gate, which was protected by the Dauphin bastion and a circular battery mounting six-
teen 24-pounders. Following the walls we come next to the King’s bastion and citadel,
which was protected by the glacis, a covered way, and a moat connected with the town
by a drawbridge. The citadel was a long, oblong building of stone, and contained apart-
ments for the governor, a barracks and a chapel. In the bastion there were also an arsenal
and a magazine, a place d’armes and a parade. Passing on for about five hundred feet,
we come to the Queen’s bastion, and midway between it and the Princess’s bastion was
the Queen’s gate, which connected the town with the place d'armes at that point by a
bridge over the ditch. The Princess’s bastion formed the defence of the extreme south-
western point of the wall, facing the rocky shore. From this point, for a distance of about
two hundred yards, the defences consisted only of a rampart for small arms and a palisade,
the rocky shore and shallow water being here well covered by the fire of the bastions. In

! James Gibson, who belonged to Brigadier-General Waldo’s regiment in 1745, gives an account in his journal
(see App. X to this work) of two fine farms on a neck of land in the west-northwest part of the island, about
twenty-five miles from the Grand Battery. “ First we came to a very handsome house, with two large barns, two
large gardens and fine fields of corn. * * Theother was a fine stone edifice, six rooms on a floor and well fur-
nished. There was a fine walk before it, and two barns contignous to it, with fine gardens and fields of wheat.
In one of these barns were fifteen loads of hay, and room sufficient for sixty horses and cattle” As Gibson
speaks of a house “ situated at the mouth of a large salmon fishery,” Brown (“Hist. of C. B.,” p. 222n) is probably
right in his conjecture that the farms were situated near the confluence of the Mira and Salmon rivers—a fertile
and beautiful country.

* Writing to the French minister in 1753, M, Prévost, the intendant, has the following remarks on the subject :
“T had the honour of announcing the location of the German village on the border of the Grand Lake of Mira. Tt
is there Count Raymond told me he wished to p'ace it, but [ have since then indirectly heard that the settlement
had been changed to the grand Mira road, one league from the lake and at the foot of the Devil’s Mountain. 1
hope I am wrong in this particular, but it is in the knowledge of everybody that the poorest land for the purpose
has been chosen, and the grant of one arpent [nearly two English acres] as frontage to each lot is far too narrow.”
See “ Correspondance Générale, Archives Coloniales de la Marine” (Paris), vol. xxxiii, ¢. 11, fol. 100.
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the siege of 1745, however, it was considered necessary to add a picquet line for addi-
tional defence. The Maurepas and Brouillan bastions protected Rochefort Point, from
which stretched to the southeast the rocks and island which guarded the harbour from
the ocean. Beyond the Maurepas bastion there was a large pond, over which was built a
long bridge of timber, communicating in a northwesterly line with the battery de la
aréve, which mounted ten guns and was the most important work on the harbour front
of the town. The heach between the latter battery and the Dauphin bastion formed a
little cove, which was protected by the cross-fire from those points, and over which
stretched a boom in 1745 to guard against fireships and to prevent the English from
landing from boats on that side ef the town. The wall around this cove was made of
stone and earth, with a banquette and parapet for the use of musketeers. Here there
were four gates communicating with the shore, chiefly for the purpose of bring-
ing in supplies. Close by, within the walls, were the ordnance and general store-
houses of the town. Accounts vary as to the number of cannon that were actually
mounted within the circuit of the walls, but there were at the time of the first siege in
1745, embrasures for one hundred and forty-eight guns, and at the time of the second
attack, thirteen years later, additional defences, including a battery of twenty-four guns,
were erected at Rochefori Point. The town itself was well laid out in regular
streets, six running east and west and seven north and south, crossing each other at right
i angles. A fine hospital and nunnery, built of stone, stcod about the centre of the town.
Connected with the hospital of St. Jean de Dieu was a small chapel. The residences of
the people were generally small wooden structures on brick or stone foundations from
5 six to seven and a half feet from the ground. “In some houses,” says one writer who was
in the town in 1745, “the whole ground floor was of stone and the stories of wood.”"

If we are to judge {rom a return of the buildings used by the military establishment
in 1753 the accommodation for officials of the government and the officers and soldiers
of the garrison was in many ways unsatisfactory. The barracks and officers’ quarters
were too small and otherwise inadequate. In a place of the importance of Louisbourg,
one would expect to find all the public buildings constructed of solid masonry, and every
means taken to render them as safe as possible in times of war. The return in guestion
shows, however, that the public buildings erected by the French themselves were for the
most part of stone masenry, and that the wooden and other structures of a flimsy char-
acter in the town had been hastily erected by the English while in possession of the
place from 1745-49. In most cases these buildings were allowed to remain in use until
1758, when the guns of the besiegers made sad havoe in the wooden erection known as
the English barracks. Shingles were largely used on the roofs of public as well as
£ : private buildings, and the dangers of the inhabitants in times of siege consequently
increased to a criminal degree. As a matter of fact, Louishourg appears to have been a
town which, in its original design, was intended to be a place of impregnable strength,
but which, through the parsimony of the French government, and the mismanagement

and dishonesty of officials, had not realized the ideas of its founders in point of security.

'« A Voyage to South America, etc.,” by Don George Juan and Don Antonia de Ulloa, (see infra, sec. V, and
App. X to this work), the latter of whem describes Louisbourg in 1745.

?See App. XVII to this work for an official (French) enumeration of the officers’ quarters, barracks, guard-
houses, powder magazines and other houses connected with the military establishment of Louisbourg in 1753.

d
after

ten y
taint;
have
a tem
proba
was

arus,
reach
statio
at Po
poun
situat
quite
moun
work
the rc
the fo

1
subor
who -
four ¢
counc
Tslanc
supre
who |
had ji
the k:
civil «
court
thoug
Grant
comin
from -
the at
where
tions
loosel
execu
man,
writer



et line for addi-
efort Point, from
he harbour from

vhich was built a
the battery de la
he harbour front
bastion formed a
and over which
he English from
ove was made of
sers.  Here there
arpose of bring-
d general store-
at were actually
the first siege in
1e of the second
wenty-four guns,
out in regular
ach other at right
ntre of the town.
The residences of
foundations from
e writer who was
es of wood.”!
wry establishment
icers and soldiers
. officers’ quarters
‘e of Louisbourg,
asonry, and every
eturn in question
1ves were for the
of a flimsy char-
possession of the
main in use until
rection known as
»ublic as well as
ege consequently
's to have been a
-egnable strength,
+ mismanagement
point of security.

, (see infra, sec. V, and

rters, barracks, gnard-
ouisbourg in 1753.

CAPE BRETON AND ITS MEMORIATLS. 29

The fortifications were indeed only completed a year or so before 1745, and then,
after it was given up by the English in 1748, it was in the possession of the French only
ten years. Under the circumstances there must have been always a considerable uncer-
tainty as to the fature of the town, and the merchants who frequented it could hardly
have gone to any heavy expenditure in a place of which they expected to make only
a temporary home. Dauring the years it was in the occupation of the French, there were
probably, on the average, nearly two thousand people living in the town, but this number
was increased in the time of war by the inhabitants of the surrounding country—Gab-
arus, Mira and Lorembec—who came there for protection. The garrison, in time of peace,
reached one thousand men, and in addition to the force there was a detachment of troops
stationed at the royal battery, one at the island battery, one at Port Toulouse and another
at Port Dauphin. The island battery just mentioned consisted of thirty-two forty-two
pounders, and protected the entrance of the harbour. The royal or great battery was
sitnated on the western shore of the harbour, immediately facing the entrance, and was
quite a formidable work, constructed with a moat and bastions on the land side, and
mounting forty-four guns, twenty-eicht of which were forty-two pounders. Both these
works were intended to be important auxiliaries in the defence of the town, and had not
the royal battery been suddenly deserted at the very commencement of the siege in 1745,
the fortress would hardly have fallen so easily before the attack of Pepperrell and his men.

[TI[. GOVERNMENT AND S

ATE OF CAPE BRETON DURING THE FRENCH REGIME.

The government of Cape Breton was modelled on that of Canada, to which it was
subordinate, and consisted of a governor, generally a military man, a king’s licutenant,
who was also commander of the forces, of a commissary, of an attorney-general, and of
four or five councillors. These officials formed a governing body known as the superior
council, which had also jurisdiction over the island of St. John., now Prince Edward
Island. The governor was the president of the council, but, while he was nominally
supreme in military affairs, he was controlled in financial matters by the commissary,
who had also charge of the military chest and of all the military stores. This same officer
had jurisdiction over the administration of justice, in accordance with the ordinances of
the king and the parliament of Paris. An inferior court known as the bailiwick tried
civil suits and breaches of the peace, in accordance with the coutume de Paris, but the high
court of justice in the colony was the council, to which appeals could be had in all cases,
though their decisions might be reversed on reference to the supreme council in France.
Grants of land were made in accordance with the king’s instructions by the governor and
commissary. The members of the council, exclusive of the officials, were generally chosen
from the leading persons of the colony. A court of admiralty, composed of a lieutenant,
the attorney-general and a couple of minor officials, acted as a customs’ establishment,
where the merchants entered their goods and where any infractions of the port regula-
tions could be punished by confiscation or fines. Justice, however, appears to have been
loosely administered, since the officials were very inadequately paid and had no means of
executing their decrees. One writer complains that “ there was not even s common hane-
man, nor a jail, nor even a tormentor to rack criminals or to inflict penal tortures.” The
writer in question, Thomas Pichon, who lived for some years in the town as secretary to
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Count Raymond when governor of the island, does not express a favourable opinion of
the mode in which the affairs of the colony generally were conducted ; but while he is
obviously prejudiced in his comments, especially against the clergy and religious orders,
one who remembers the peculation and jobbery prevalent for years in Canada during the
closing years of the French régime may well believe that the officials at Louisbourg were
equally corrupt, especially when we know that the commissary at Louisbourg for some
time was Bigot, whose financial administration subsequently at Quebec nearly ruined the
Canadian province at a time when it required all its resources to meet the great crisis in
its history.! As was always the case in Canada, there was a constant conflict of authority
between the governor and the commissary or acting intendant in Louisbourg, whose respec-
tive powers appear to have been arranged for the special purpose of creating difficulties
and making one a spy upon the other. The fact that the government of Cape Breton was
subject to that of Canada did not help to maintain an orderly and peaceful state of things,
since in case of dispute weeks and months generally elapsed before a decision on the point
at issue could b o tuined from the vacillating authorities at Quebec. Pichon gives ns
some examples of these divisions between the two chief officials. * Whatever the gover-
nor proposed,” he says in one place, * was sure to be contradicted by the commissary.
The latter used to deny that the case was so urgent as to require his compliance ; neither
would he, without an express order, deliver out the public money, which he has gener-
ally in his custody. In the mecantime the fortifications were neglected, and a dangerous
enemy was ready and able to take advantage of our divisions; so that before the quarrel
between the two rivals in ambition, authority and interest could be decided, the proper
precautions were likely to come too late.” Though one could hardly blame the
commissary for refusing to pay public money except on an express order from the nominal
head of the government, it is certain that there was great looseness in the conduct of pub-
lic affairs as well as a decided conflict of aunthority among those in office. Unhappily,
too, for the colony, the officers of justice were often appointed without reference to their
legal qualifications. When they were not military men, they were chosen from the
inhabitants according to the caprice or favouritism of the governor and intendant, who
had joint control over such appointments. At one time, for instance, the judge of the

“

admiralty, who was also the judge of the inferior court of justice, had been a * journeyman
wigmaker.” It is quite easy to believe, then, that *this magistrate and the others of
subordinate jurisdiction grew extremely rich, since they are interested in different

branches of commerce, particniarly the contraband.”

The religious wants of Louisbourg and of other parts of Cape Breton were under the

ministration of a nuinber of missionaries, some of whom laboured for years among the
Micmacs, when there was probably not another white man on the island. In addition to
the priests, there were ai Lonisbourg some members of a religious community in charge

1“With the fall of Louisbourg, wiere he had acted as commissary, ete., coincides very closely the arrival in
Canada of Intendant Bigot, who, by his shameless robberies, prepared the way to the abyss of ruin into which
New France was to be precipitated eleven years Jater. This degraded being would seem to have inoculated his
subordinates with all his ow2 vices as s on as he reached Canada; for, previous to his coming, we find again and
again in the letters of the governors and intendants reference to the probity and zeal of Varin, Morin, Marte! and
others, all of whom were aiterwards the accomplices of the infanious intendant.” See Marmette in “ Canadian

Archives,” 1887, exxxv.
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of the hospital, as well as several nuns belonging to the Congrégation de Notre-Dame,'
which had been founded by the pious Sister Bourgeoys in the infancy of the Canadian
colony, for the education of young girls’ The hospital brothers also acted as physicians
for the whole community in the absence of any regular doctors and druggists, apart from
the surgeons of the troops. No mention is made by any writer of schools for the children,
of whom there must have been a considerable namber since there were, at least, between
three and four thousand people in the island at one time and another from 1748 to 1758.
In all probability, in Cape Breton as in Canada, education was exclusively in the hands
of the priests and the religious orders.

The codfishery was of course the staple industry of the people, and was carried on
chiefly at Louisbourg and the adjacent bays. During the French occupatior, New Eng-
land fishermen were also largely eng

ged in the deep sea fisheries, and had for years a
depot at Canseau, and many of them were in the habit of selling their cargoes to the
French, although it was contrary to the French regulations. Nearly all the staple articles
required for the use of the colony were brought from France. Before the place fell into
the possession of Iingland in (758, the anticipations of the Raudots were in course of
realization, and Louishourg was obtaining some importance as a port of call for the West
Indian and Canadian fleets. In the autumn of 1744, the fleet that sailed from Louisbourg
consisted of three men of war, six India ships, thirty-one other ships, nine brigantines,
five “snows”” and two schooners, mostly engaged in the West Indian trade. A small
trade also grew up between Louisbourg and the West Indies and the ports of Boston and
New York, although botli the Iinglish and French governments prohibited direct com-
mercial relations between the island and their colonies, since it was the practice of those
days to confine all commerce to the vessels of their own nations. The French authorities
on the 1sland, however, for their own reasons, winked at an illicit trade in fish and various
articles of English and colonial production, and a good deal of smuggling was carried on
for years at Louisbourg and other ports of Cape Breton. Sugar, coffee and tobacco from
the French West Indies, and wines and brandy from France, found their way on board
New England vessels in exchange for codfish, brick, boards, meal and various colonial
commodities. As early as 1725 we find there were a number of New England vessels
carrying on this trade regularly with Lounisbourg. One of them, we read, took a whole
cargo of claret and brandy for the use of the people of New York, who were, even in
those days, as fond of good living as they are row.!

The value of the fisheries and commerce of Cape Breton necessarily varied from year
to year on account of the constantly recurring wars between France and England, and
the consequent derangement of trade in the French possessions in America. Elsewhere®
will be found some interesting details of fisheries and trade gathered from official sources
of information in Paris. The French government took great pains to obtain regular

gregation. whose parent house is still in Montreal, has now branches at Sydney, Arichat and West
Arichat or Acadiaville. (See infry, sec. X.)

* See Faillon, “Histoire de la Colonie Frangaise en Canada” (Montreal, 1865), ii. 284-286.

* A “snow” is described in the nautical dictionaries as “a vessel equipped with two masts resembling the main
and foremasts of a ship and a third small mast just abaft the main mast, carrying a sail nearly similar to a ship’s
mizzen.” But Preble (New Eng. Hist. and Gen. Reg., 1868, p. 396) says the largest two-masted vessels were sometimes
called “snows” or “galleys.”

* Murdoch, “Hist. of N. 8.,” i. 430. 5 See App. XVIII to this work.
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reports from its officers in America of everything tonching the government, and the social,
religious, and commercial condition of every one of its colonies, including Cape Breton.
One estimate of the Cape Breton fisheries—a “supputation,” as it is called in the French
document—obviously from an English source, gives 560 as the total number of brigantines,
shallops, and other craft, and 3,400 as the total number of men cuiployed in that branch
of business in Cape Breton, previous to the taking of Lounisbourg in 1745. The total
quantity of fish yearly made in the island is estimated at 186,000 quintals, valued at
about £93,000 sterling. The total value of the fisheries of the Gulf and Newfoundland,
more or less dependent on the possession by France of the Island, and the maintenance of
a strong fortress at one of its ports, is ziven at £€981,692.10 sterling. At the time in
question, it was estimated by the same authority that there were at least 414 vessels and
24,520 men engaged in the Gulf fisherics, and that the valae of the annual catch was
probably £1,152,000 sterling. This estimate is evidently calculated with a view to give
the English government the most favourable view of the importance of Cape Breton, and
to prevent them restoring it to the French.! The official statements of the French, now
ace

ssible in the French archives, do not bear out the large estimate just mentioned. The
o

official report of 1753* to the French government gives the following siatisties of the
value of the fisheries and trade of Cape Breton in that year :(—

THE FISHERIES.

Vessels of all classes employed ...ceecoee.onn.nn ¥ Vimtiatied ettt e e ve 300
5o < 08,450 quintals

Produets:, i v e e Lol '”'""""""""""{Il,ﬁlTlnlnlxuf'ui]
Estimated value in French livres...... ey S s e Cieesis 1 2084450

The difference between the imports and exports, 645,395 livres—and a similar state of

things existed in most years—indicates on the face of the return a large balance against
the colony, but it may be accounted for in several ways. First of all, the imports
probably include a large quantity of provisions, clothing, and other goods sent out by the
government for the use of the garrison and officials, and which of course demanded no
commercial returns. A good deal of the merchandise entered at Louisbourg was sent for
sale on commission, and no returns were made available until another year. A considerable

! Brown (“ Hist. of C. B.,” p. 340) gives an estimate of the French fisheries which is obviously very much
exaggerated. The whole catch before 1758 is given at nearly a million of quintals and the number of decked
vessels at 726 and of shallops at 1555, employing altozether fifteen thousand men. Louisbourg appears by this
statement to have alone employed 600 vessels and shallops and 8,400 men. This estimate is so much beyond

7

even the “supputation” mentioned in the text, and so entirely at variance with the several official statements
given in App. XVIII to this work, and all others that I have been able to consult in the English or French archives
that it is impossible to accept it as authoritative in any particular. Brown received the statement from a well
known resident of Cape Breton, but it will be seen that the original source of information is not given by him.
It is just possible that it includes the French vessels that came ont every spring for the fishery and returned in
the autumn to France ; but even so, it is altogether improbable that in the two years before 1755—a time of war—
the fishing industry should have been prosecuted with so much energy ofi Cape Breton. The fgnres we give for
1753, from French official sources, assuredly illustrate the most favourable conditions of industry and commerce from
1749 to 1758 in the island.

2 See App. XVIII (IV.) to this work.

5 A livre was worth about 1s. 4d. of English money, or 1fr. 66 centimes of French money, present values.
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amount was also paid for in cash or by bills of ¢xchange on France. West Indian goods
were largely sold to New England vessels for specie or in exchange for a small class of
schooners (goelettes) which Cape Breton fishermen and traders found well adapted to
their coasts and business. The value of these vessels in 1753 was 284,230 livres. The
value of the codfish exported from the colony in 1753 appears alone in the official returns
of exports, and does .ot represent the value of the total annual catch which, according to
the figures given above, was only 90,000 livres below the value of the total importations,
which, as already conjectured, included goods paid for by the government in France and
representing no obligations on the part of traders. TIn all probability the merchants as a
rule carried on a lucrative business iu times of peace. 1t was only the fishermen who
suffered and were left in a state of dependence on account of the high prices they had to
pay for their outfit and provisions.

The people of Lounishourg lareely depended on the French Acadian settlements at
Bay Verte, and ¢ the island of St. John eventnally, for supplies of meat and vegetables.
Only at Port Touloase, Mira and a few other places was there ever any attempt at culti-
vation of the soil.! Some years, however, before Cape Breton passed into the possession
of England by the treaty of 1762, the French were beginning to learn that the islaud was
not the bleak, inhospitable tract it was at firs® believed to be, but had fine agricultural capa-
bilities. The farms and gardens, however, were very few in number during the French
rule, and the principal occupation of the people was the fishery of cod. Around Louis-
bourg the soil and climate forbid any extensive cultivation, and even now the grass only
grows in luxuriance above the ruins of the old town. Many of the fishermen, from all
accounts, seem to have eked but a poor livelihood from the fisheries themselves. Tt was
then, as in later times of the history of the Cape Breton fisheries, a battle for existence
between the fisherman and the trader who supplied him in advance with the means of
carrying on his industry. The prices charged for supplies to this class of toilers were
always enormous, and as a consequence they were never out of debt. Very many of
these fishermen were brought out from France, on certain conditions, for a fixed number
of years, and were on that acconnt called “engagés.” It was found necessary for the
government to encourage the employment of these men, as the French were very reluct-
ant to leave their old homes in France, and seek a livelihood in the island. The fisher-
men of Bretagne and Normandie have for :enturies risked their lives on the coasts of
Cape Breton and Newfoundland, but they have always returned to France in the fall
when their work is completed. The French system of colonization was never calculated
to build up a great colony in the days when Canada and Cape Breton were French
dependencies® But under no circumstances was there ever the same readiness on the

! See Brown, “ Hist. of C. B., 4
* “The fir-t thing which strikes one on reading the correspondence of the governors and officials at Ile Royale

is the neglect invariably manifestei by France towards the new colony, from its foundation in 1713 down to the
fall of Louisbourg in 1758. Then the indolence of the settlers is another point which soon becomes evident. In
place of seeking their support frcm the soil, we find the people trying to live almost wholly by fishing, while the
upper class strove to live at the king's expense. Fishing. with its srompt profits and ezsy returns—at that period
particularly,—first attracted the attention and absorbed all the energies of the first settlers on the island ; for we
find M. de St. Ovide de Brouillan, the governor, complaining to the minister as early as 1717 that the inhabitants
paid but little attention to the cultivation of the soil. 'This improvidence increased with the lapse of time,and later
on we find the authorities at Louisbourg making constant appeals to the court of France and to the intendanis of
Canada for Lelp and grain at times when the latter colony was itself in the throes of famine, resulting from suc-
cessive bad harvests.,” M., Marmette in “ Can. Archives,” 1888, exxxvii.
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part of the French peasantry and middle class, as there was among the English, to seek
their fortunes in the new world. The greatest inducements that the French government
could offer to immigration to their colonies had placed only some eighty thousand people in
the valleys of the St. Lawrence and Louisiana when they passed from the possession of
France in 1760, against nearly a million and a quarter in the English settlements on the
Atlantic coast, which had been left to fight their own way, under the inflaence of that
indomitable spirit of colonization which has always distinguished the English race since the
commencement of the seventeenth century, when they first. entered on the conquest of
the continent of America.

The Indians of Cape Breton belonged to the tribe of Micmacs or Souriquois, who are
members of the great Algonquin family, whose representatives were found scattered over
half a continent, even at the foot-hills of the Rocky Mountains. The Micmacs frequented
the eastern portions of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, ar their number
probably ranged from three to four thousand while the French occupied those countries.
They became converts to the Church of Rome, through the instrumentality of the Recol-
lets, and were always afterwards firm allics of France from the beginning to the end of
the conflict with England. It does not appear that they ever lived in any number on the
southeastern part of the island during the French occupation, but only made their appear-
ance at Louisbourg at certain seasons for the purpose of trading or communicating with
the French governor. Their favourite resorts were the islands and shores of the Bras d'Or
lake, and they were accustomed to go to Port Toulouse to sell their furs and obtain sup-
plies of provisions and ammunition. They are generally described by the old historians
of New England as having been more cruel and vindictive than the majority of the Cana-
dian Indians, but in all probability they were no worse in any respect than the other
savage tribes who were constantly making raids on the English settlements. They had
a deep affection for the French, who took every pains to cultivate their alliance, and
never treated them as a subject people.  The Roman Catholic Church had always the
same remarkable influence over them that it has exercised over all the Indians

whom its zaalous, sell-sacrificing missionaries have ~ome into contact in America. Living
with them from year to year, ministering to their spiritual and physical wants, acting as
their friends and advisers in all their affairs, suffering the same privations that they did
in times of destitution and war, making their very superstitions subservient to the pur-
poses of religion, the Roman Catholic missionaries were able to exercise a power and
influence among the Indians that a Protestant priest has never possessed. No doubt
some of their priests, like Le Loutre in Acadie, and Rasle on the Kenuebec, were the
persistent enemies of the English settlements, and always led the Indians to believe that
the French would eventually triumph in America.

IV. OriGIN AND HisToRY oF THE NEW ENGLAND EXPEDITION AGAINST LOUISBOURG
IN 1745.

During the thirty years that elapsed between the treaty of Utrecht and the breaking
out of war again between France and Great Britain, the people of New England found
that the merely nominal possession of Acadie by the English was of little security to
them, while the French still held the island of Cape Breton and had the fealty of the
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Indians and Acadians who were always looking forward to the restoration of the conntry
to its former owners. It was with feelings of apprehension that the English colonists
saw a walled town slowly rising on the southeastern coast of Cape Breton. The accounts
that were brought to them from time to time by New England vessels of the formidable
proportions of a fortress to which there was no parallel in America—not even in Quebec
from a purely engineering point of view—showed them that they had after all achieved
but little when they had captured the relatively insignificant post of Port Royal. As
long as the French had control of Cape Breton and were able to maintain its fortress,
there was no dependence to be placed on the Acadian French, who, very reluctantly, after
the cession of Acadie, had been persuaded to toke an oath of allegiance to the Inglish
sovereign, and then there is no doubt with a reservation in some cases that they should
not be called upon to bear arms in the case of war against theli old compatriots. The
Acadians, it was evident, would be restless as long as the French flag floated above the
citadel in the king’s bastion of Lonisbourg. From 1720 to 1745 the Abenakis of the east,
instigated by French emissaries, tomahawked the helpless English colonists that had
made their homes in the present state of Maine, in the vicinity of the Kennebec and the
Penobscot. From Annapolis to Canseau the Micmacs destroyed life and property, and
kept the English posts in constant fear. The French governor at Louisbourg endeavoured
to divert from himself the blame for the acts of his Indian allies; but the evidence is
clear that the Micmacs belicved that they were doing their French friends good service,
and assisting to restore to them their old rights in Acadie. New England took a signal
revenge at last on the cruel and treacherous Abenakis, and inflicted on them a blow from
which they never recovered. With them perished the dauntless and unselfish Rasle,
who for his fidelity fo his religion and his country is a hero to the Frenchman, and for his
supposed hatred of the English and the protestantism of the colonists is the object of the
contumely of the English historian of those days of trial. A peace was then made between
the colonists and the Indians, but New England felt she had no eflicient security for its
continuance while Acalian and Indian could look to the great fortress of the Cape Breton
coast as the representative of France on this continent, and as powerful evidence that she
was not yet willing to give up the contest for dominion in America.
We have now come to a period in the history of America and Europe when events
were shaping themselves for the humiliation of France and the trinmph of England.
Despite the strong resistance of Walpole, the great peace minister, England had gone to
war with Spain in 1739 in response to the clamour of the commercial and middle classes
who were bent on breaking down entirely the trade monopcoly, so long enjoyed by the
Spaniards in America. The treaty of Utrecht had given England a share in the infamous
slave trade, and was the first blow against the mercantile monopoly of Spain. It was
now determined to destroy her power on the Spanish Main and open her ports to the
cominercial enterprise of Englishmen. France looked with dissatisfaction at this effort of
ingland {o extend her trade and inlluence in America. Iiven the great minister Fleury,
despite his desire to maintain peace, was forced by public opinion to prevent England
from appropriating to itself the entire commerce of the West Indies. “ France,” he said,
“ though it has no treaty with Spain, cannot consent that the Spanish colonies should fall

"1

into English hands. Statesmen looking at the state of Europe at this critical juncture

! Bancroft, ¢ Hist of the U. 8.,” ii. 8(0.
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saw that the great nations were on the eve of a general war. The question of the Austrian
succession had been a menace to Europe for years, and it was at last to culminate in a
conflict which, despite the short truce of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, never ended until the
treaty of Paris in 1763. France had been pledged to the Pragmatic Sanction by which
Charles. VI, Emperor of Germany, provided that his hereditary dominions should pass to
his daaghter Maria Theresa. When the Emperor died, France believed that the oppor-
tunity had come for breaking up the dominions of her great rival and increasing her own
power on the continent of Europe. We can sympathize with the ambitions and necessi
ties of the Austrian queen fighting for her kingdom and her child, but we look in vain
for generous or honourable motives among those who were either her allies or her foes in
the progress of that memorable war. France coveted the Netherlands, and Spain, Milan ;
Frederick of Prussia had no higher desire than to grasp Silesia and to drive Austria from
Germany. The king of England was jealous of Prassia and thought more of his
Hanoverian throne than of his English crown. It hecame the interest of England to
assist Austria and prevent the success of France, now the ally of Spain, forced to defend

her colonial possessions in America. It is wearisome to follow the intrigues and compli-
cations that the history of these times presents, and their only interest for us is the effect
which the war that broke out between England and France in 1744 had on the destinics
of their respective colonies on this continent. From 1740 to 1744 England had no reason
to congratulate herself on the results of the war either in Europe or ‘ierica. er fleet
met only with disaster, and her commerce was destroyed on the Spauish Main. Four
years later she won a victory over the Spanish fleet in the Mediterranean, but hardly had

her people ceased celebrating the event than they heard that the combined forces of

Hanover, Holland and England under the Duke of Cumberland had been badly beaten at
Fontenoy.

Those were days of gloom in England as her statesmen and people surveyed the situ-
ation on Europe, and saw their interests sacrificed by the stubborn ambition of the king
and the incompetency of his ministers. At last when the prospect was darkest, there
appeared a glimmer of light above the western horizon across the seas. “ We are now
making bonfires for Cape Breton and thundering over Genoa,” wrote Horace Walpole,
“ while our army is running away in Flanders.”' For the strongest fortress in French
America, Englishmen heard with amazement, had surrendered to the attack of four thou-
sand colonial fishermen, farmers and merchants, called suddenly from their industrial
occupations, to achieve one of the most aundacious acts in colonial history—certainly the
most memorable in the records of the colonies until the war of independence thirty years
later.

In recording the history of this famous episode of colonial times, writers have some-
times hesitated to say to whom should be attributed the honour of suggesting a project
which, when first seriously mentioned, seemed to be too bold to be realized by men who

were ignorant of those scientific rules which were absolately essential to a siege of

fortifications illustrating the genius of the best engineering skill of those times. It is
admitted on all sides that one of the first persons to advocate the scheme was William
Vaughan of New Hampshire, who is described by one writer as “a whimsical, wild pro-
jector,” words which have been before applied to the originators of projects which have

I “ Letters to Horace Manu,” July 26, 1745.
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It is also certain
that Lieatenant-Governor Clarke of New York, as early as 1741, in a communication to
the Duke of Newcastle, dwelt on the advisability of taking Cape Breton, and of main-
taining there and at Plaisance in Newfoundland, a sufficient number of ships and troops
to guard the fisher:>s and to cut off the communications between Cznada and the Mis-
sissippi, so that eventually that country would become an easy conquest.! In all prob-
ability the necessity of capturing Louisbourg was a subject of frequent discussion in
those days when the English colonists surveyed the situation in America, and its
importance in the scheme of French domination, but no one in authority seems to
have moved in the matter until Governor Shiiley of

Massachusetts, a man of great s:

eventually achieved a success never anticipated when first mooted.

acity and energy— .
one of the ablest statesmen of early colonial times—
placed it in a practical shape before the people and
the legislatures of the colonies. One thing is quite
certain that the success of the enterprise {rom its beginning to its end must be attributed
to the energy and daring of the colonists, and no English statesman ever ventured to
rest it.

If ever there was an instance of the truth of the old adage that “fortune favours the

sug

brave,” it was the case of the New England expedition against Lounisbourg. From the
moment of the declaration of war until the capture of the town there was a succession,
and, in fact, a combination of events which aided the success of the project. Although
war was declared in the March of 1744, the news reached Louisbourg at least two months
before it was known in Boston, and the result was that the French governor, Duquesnel,
contrary to the orders of the government of France, immediately sent out an expedition
in the expectation of surprising the English ports in Nova Scotia, and bringing the
country under the control of Fiance before the Iinglish could take adequate measures for
its defence. At that time there were only some seventy or eighty soldiers altogether at
the little port of Canseau, which was soon forced to surrender. The garrison and the few
inhabitants in the place were at once taken to Louisbourg on the understanding that they
would be allowed to return to England or to an English colony within a year. It was the
intention of the French then to attack Port Royal, where there was at the time only an insig

nificant garrison in the old fort, of which the ramparts and works generally were in a
wretched state. A body of some three hundred Micmuc and Malecite Indians, led by two
or three Frenchmen, among whom was the bold and unscrupulous priest, Le Loutre, one
of the most inveterate enemies of the English in America, made their appearance before
the fort on the first of July, but happily, Colonel Mascarene, the governor of Nova Scotia,
then in command at Port Royal, was a man of great spirit and determination, and he
succeeded in repulsing the savages who, like all Indians, never showed any disposition
to attack the most ordinary fort defended by cannon. Happily for the English, the fort
was well mounted with guns and when at last reinforcements, for which Mascarene had
managed to send to Boston, made their appearance, the Indians retired ; and on the later
arrival of the French under Duvivier, who had previously taken Cansean, Governor
Mascarene was able to resist attack, and his men felt additional confidence from their

PYNCYL Col. Doe.,” vi, 184, (See App. X to this work.)




38 CAPE BRETON AND ITS MEMORIATS.

previous success in beating off the Indians. Duvivier was a descendant of the La Tours®
who had been, in the previous century, seigneurs of Acadie under the French régime,
and he confidently expected, on coming into Nova Scotia, he would find the Acadians at
Chignecto and Mines, where he lingered for some days before going on to Port Royal,
quite ready to supply him with men and provisions, but to his dismay the people received
him most coldly, and refused his overtures that they should join his expedition. His
peremptory and threatening manner, when he found the Acadians unwilling to aid him,
oniy helped to make his visit a thorough failure, and he was forced at last to proceed to
Port Royal with only half a dozen men or so, whom he had persnaded, or forced at
Chignecto to join hkis force. Duvivier found Mascarene more than his match, and he was
obliged to return to Louisbourg where he was received with cold looks and sneers for his
mismanagement of the expedition. On his return to France he was censured, not cnly for
breaking the king’s orders at the outset, but above all for his tardiness in moving against
Annapolis directly after the capture of Cansean when there was a prospect of surprising
the garrison. Had he succeeded in taking that place, his disobedience cof orders would
probably have been soon forgotten, and he would have received praise instead of censure.
Nothing wins like success.

But all these events had their direct influence on the expedition which New England
sent in the spring of 1745 against Louisbourg. The prisoners who had been captured at
Cansean had remained until the autumn in Louisbourg, and the accounts they brought
back of its condition gave Shirley and others reason to believe that il an expedition was,
without loss of time, sent against it, there would be a fair chance of success. Not only
did they learn that the garrison was small but that it was discontented and a mutiny had
actually broken out on account of the soldiers not having received certain additions to
their regular pay for work on the fortifications, in accordance with the usage adopted
since the occupation of the fortress® The ramparts were stated to be defective in more
than one place, gales and other causes had delayed the arrival of the ships which arrived
every year with provisions and reinforcements. The ill success of Duvivier in his attack
ist

on Annapolis, and the avowed reluctance of the Acadians generallyat the time to ¢
their countrymen in Cape Breton, were facts which gave additional confidence to Shirley,
Vaughan and many influential men who had already conceived the idea of striking a blow
at the French which would give the English control of the whole coast from Cape Sable
to the entrance of the St. Lawrence.

‘When Shirley first laid his scheme before the general court of Massachusetts in secret
session it was rejected as foolish and chimerical in the extreme ; but no wise disconcerted
by this failure the politic governor immediately obtained a petition largely signed by
New England merchants complaining of the injuries that they had received from French
privateers which found a refuge at Louisbourg. This petition induced the general court
to reconsider the subject with the result that the project was carried by one vote.
Previously to this, however, Shirley had sent a communication to England asking for

! M. Duvivivier was son of Francois du Pont Davivier, a French officier at ’'ort Royal, who was married there
on the 12th of January, 1705, to Marie, danghter of Jacques Mius, seigneur de Ponbomcoup, et Anne St. Estienne
de la Tour, who was a daughter of Charles de Ia Tour. He was at that time capitaine aide-major of Isle Royal.
He was consequently grandson of the original La Tour, and had mary relatives in Acadie. See a mémoire on
Acadie, 1609-1735, believed to have been drawn up by M. Duvivier, in 1731—Murdoch’s “Hist. of N. 8."i. 508-510.

' The leaders of the mutineers were severely punished on their return to France. See App. IX to this work,
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protection for the fisheries of Acadie and New England, but he had not given any defiuite
information with respect to the plan that was then forming itself in his mind. Without
waiting for an answer from England he sent cireular letters to all the colonies as far
south as Penusylvania, setting forth the nature of the project and the prospects of its
success. Everywhere except in New England it was regarded as a wild Quixotic scheme.
Franklin looked upon it as quite impracticable. The issue was that Shirley found
himself obliged to depend entirely upon the colonies of Connecticut, Rhode Island, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts. It was on the latter that the great burden of the expedition

fell. It was exclusively a New England affair, and none of the other colonies can claim
even a reflected glory from its success. Pennsylvania and New Jersey are said to have
promised to send some provisions and clothing.!! New York did a little better, for
although Governor Clinton could not get any assistance in men from the legislature with
which he had some differences at that time on a question of salary, he succeeded in
obtaining a loan of ten pieces of small ordnance with carriages, and a quantity of powder
and provisions, for which he does not appear to have been ever adequately repaid by the
colony. Governor Clinton was evidently determined that his efforts to assist the
expedition should not be lost sight ol for in his letter to the Duke of Newcastle he called
attention to the fact that without these guns “they could not have undertaken the affair,”
and he had the pleasure of telling the minister © that these very cannon greatly
contributed to the reduction of wLounisbourg, for which he received the thanks of the
general court of Massachusetts Bay in a public manner, though he could hardly get any
one to pay for the transportation of them.”* Some allowance must, however, be made
for the strained relations between the governor and the legislature, and besides it is not
surprising that the members of the laiter should hesitate to incur very heavy expense in
a matter in which none of them had any confidence. When even the general court of
Massachusetts agreed to the scheme by enly a majority of one, it was hardly to be expected
that the legislatures of other colonies, where the plan did not originate, could be animated
by enthusiasm in favour of an undertaking which appeared so likely to end in disaster.
The expedition was ready to sail on the 23rd of March, and consisted of 4,070 men,
of whom Massachusetts contributed 3.250, New Hampshire 304, Connecticut 516. Maine,
not then separated from Massachusetts, contributed nearly one-third of the whole force
on account of the great popularity of Colonel Pepperrell of Kittery on the Piscataqua, in
the villages and towns of the districts where he lived. Rhode Island had promised a
force of 150 men, but unfortunately for her share in the glory of the expedition it did not
arrive until the battle was won. Pepperrell had command, with the title of lieutenant-
general, and it would have been impossible to have made a more judicious selection in
the colonies. He had become wealthy in commerce, and held some of the most important
positions in New England. He had pleasant manners and thoroughly understood the
independent character of the people and the best way of managing them. He had no
military experience, but he was a man of excellent judgment and undoubted courage, and

! See Usher Parsons, “Life of Pepperrell,” p. 57 ; Hildreth, “Hist. of the U.S.” ii. 395. It would appear,
however, from the statement of Hutchinson (“ History of Massachusetts Bay,” ii. 380, n) that these colonies
contributed money and provisions only after the reduction of the fortress. Belknap (“History of New Hampshire,”
ii. 212, n) makes a similar assertion.

? See “ New York Colonial Documents,” vi. 280, 284, 285.
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those were the qualities not the least necessary in the conduct of an expedition which
was in every respect a bold ventmure not governed by the ordinary rules of military
projects. The majority of his olficers and men were accustomed to bhrave hordships on
sea and land, and were composed of the same materials that afterwards ai Bunker Hill,
Saratoga, and on many a hard fought field of the revolution showed regular troops that
there were other qualities necessary to win battles in America than those possess:d by
the mere machine soldier. Many of them, it must be remembercd, were accustomed to
the use of the gun, and were exceilent inarksmen. A new England writer!
tells us that the militia of New IHampshire, as far back as 1725, “ was completely
trained for active service; every man of forty years of age having seen wore
than twenty vyears of war. They had been used to handle their arms from the
age of childhcod, and most of them, by long practice, had become excellent marks-
men and good hunters. They were acquainted with the lurking places of the
enemy, and possessed a degree of hardiness and intrepidity which can be acquired only
by the habitude of those scenes of change and fati

cue to which they were daily exposed.”
But in 1745 the New England colonies had been at peace ior many years, and the
majority of those who took part in the expedition had never seen actual service. All of
them certainly were ignorant of the simplest methods of siege operations, or of the use of
heavy ordnance.  The expedition was not only very defective in necessary materials of
war for such important operations, but was withont a sufficiency of military store

They had only some picces of ordnance which they obtained from New York and Castle
Island with great difficulty. The next in comma to Pepperrell was General Wolcott
from Connecticut, who had served with Nicholson as far back as 1711, when the invasion
of Canada was ccntemplated, and although well advanced in years was full of life and

energy. Samiel Waldo, of Boston, who had cxpericnce in the militia and was also a

member of the general council of Massachusetts, was named brigadier-general. He was

privateer of larze «ize a short time before, was chosen as commodore of the little fleet of

at first chosen as secoud in command, but the position was
afterwards given to Wolcott, then deputy-governor of
Connecticut, on the express condition made by that state
in furnishing its contingent. Captain Edward Tyng, a

capable New England seaman who had captured a French

thirteen vessels, carrying in all two hundred guns. One of the most useful officers was
Richard Gridley, on account of the aptitude he afterwards displayed for artillery service
during the siege. '

! Belknap, “ Hist. of New Hampshire,” ii. 82, 83.

! The officers in Pepperrell’s army are given by Parsons, “ Life of Pepperrell” (App. B.), as follows:

1. York County, Pepperrell’'s Regiment.—Colonel Bradstreet, Lieutenant-Colonel Storer, Major Cutts. Captains
Peter Staples, Ephraim Baker, John Fairfield, Bray Dearing, John Kinslagh, John Harmon, Moses Butler, Thomas
Perkins, William Warner, Moses Pearson.

2. Connecticut, General Wolcott’s Regiment. —Colonel Burr, Lieutenant-Colonel Lothrop, Major Goodridge.
Captains David Wooster, Stephen Lee, Daniel Chapman, William Whiting, Robert Dennison, Andrew Ward,
James Church, Henry King.

3. Cumberland County, Colonel Waldo’s Regiment.— Lientenant-Colonel Noble, Major Hunt. Captains Samue!
Moody, John Watts, Philip Damarisque, Benjamin Goldthwait, Daniel Hale, Jacob Stevens, James Noble, Richard
Jaques, Daniel Fogg, Joseph Richardson.
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The preparations for the sailing of the expedition resembled a crusade against the
hated French. The conditions of the times were in many respects favourable for enlisting
men. Not only were the commercial interests of New England deeply at stake in the
reduction of the Freuch fort, and in obtaining possession of an island which con-
trolled the Gulf of St. Lawrence, but the religious instincts of the people had been not
very long before stirred up by what has ever since been known in colonial history as the
“oreat awakening,” which, like revivals in later years, rushed like a powerful wave of
religious sentiment, and even of fanaticism, among the masses of the people. Deep. in
the hearts of the descendants of the Paritan settlers of New England, was a hatred of
Rome and its adherents, and when the call was made against Louishourg, no doubt it was
better obeyed than if there had been no stimulus given to the protestantism of the people
by the “great awakening,” to which Whitlield, at the time in the country, lent the power
of his clognence!!

The old Puritan spirit of the colonies asserted itself at this crisis, and supplications
went up to Heaven on all sides in the churches and the homes of the people for the sue-
cess of an expedition which was to crush Romanism and its superstitions. The troops
were volunteers “in the service of the great Captain of our Salvation.” The eminent
preacher, Whitfield, who was still in America, had not given Pepperrell much encourage-

4. Brigadier Dwiglit's Regiment.—Colonel of Artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas, Major Gardner.

5. York County, Colonel Moulton’s Regiment.—Lieutenant-Colonel Donnell, Major Ellis. Captains John Card,
John Lane, Christopher Marshall, James Grant, Charles King, Peter Prescott, Ami R. Cutter, Samuel Rhodes,
Bartholomew Trow, Estes Hatch.

6. Worcester, Colonel Willard’s Regiment.—Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, Major Pomroy. Captains Joshua
Pierce, John Terry, John Alexander, David Melvin, John Warner, Jabez Homestead, Joseph Miller, James
Goulding, James Stephens.

7. Essex, Colonel Hale’s Regiment.—Lieutenant-Colonel Eveleigh, Major Titcomb. Captains Benjamin Ives,
Daniel Eveleigh, —— Titcomb, John Dodge, Jonathan Bagley, Jere Foster, Samuel Davis, Thomas Stanford,
Charles Byles.

8. Bristol, Colonel Richmond’s Regiment.—Licutenant-Colonel Pitts, Major Hodges. Captains Nathaniel Bos-
h Pratt, Robert Swan, Fbenezer Eastman, Cornelius Sole, John Lawrence, Nathaniel
Weston.

9. Colonel Gorham’s Regiment.—Lientenant-Colonel Gorham, Major Thatcher. Captains Jonathan Carey,

worth, Thomas Giibert, Josi

Williams, Ebenezer Nichols

Elisha Doane, Sylvester Cobb, Israel Bailey, Edward Demmick, Gershew Bradford, Samuel Lombard.

10. New Hampshire, Colonel Moore’s Regiment.—Lieutenant-Colonel Meserve, Major Gilman. Captains
Samuel Whitten, William Waldron, True Dudley, Tufton Mason, William Seaward, Daniel Ladd, Henry Sher-
burne, John Turnel, Samuel Hale, Jacob Tilton, Edward Williams.

The colonial fleet was composed as follows: Massachusetts frigate, 24 guns, Captain E. Tyng commodore;
Shirley galley or snow, a two-masted vessel, 24 guns, Captain J. Rous; Cwesar, 20 guns, Captain Snelling. In addi-
tion there were the following: One snow and three sloops, 16 guns each ; one sloop, 12 guns; one, 14 carriage guns
and 12 swivels; one, 14 guns ; two, 8 guns each; a privateer of 20 guns hired from Rhode Island. Massachusetts
provided nine of these armed vessels at her own expense, besides one hundred transports. Parkman gives the
Massachusetts and Shirley only 20 guns, but the actual force appears to have been 24. See Drake, “ Five Years’
War,” 246 ; “ Nar. and Crit. Hist. of Am.,” v. 437, n. ;
“ Hist. of Massachusetts,” ii. 141. The whole number of guns was 204, according to DParsons, “ Life of
50.

Parkman, ¢ Atlantic Monthly’ for March, 1891, p. 322. Barry,

Pepperreli,’
! “This religious revival began to make itself felt in 1734, under an impulse from Jonathan Edwards, and later,

under the ministrations of George Whitfield, the wild passion—for it became scarce else—spread through the

»

churches and communities of New England.” “Nar and Crit. Hist. of Am.” v. 133-135. “The expedition,
Parkman, (‘Atlantic Monthly’ for March, 1891, p. 321) “ had
emphasised by the lingering excitation of the ‘great awakenin

says

in fact, something of the character of a crusade

6
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ment when he was asked for his advice, but later on he suggested the motto for the flag:
“ Nil Desperandum Christo Duce’ *

A clergyman who accompanied the troops is said to have carried a hatchet for the express
purpose of destroying the images in the French churches This was one of the inspiring
motives of a large number of his companions, who, whilst they looked, like the Iron-
sides of Cromwell, to Providence for special assistance did not neglect to look after their
powder and to take other worldly precautions necessary even in the case of those who
believed that their tenets of faith and mode of worship particularly commended themselves
to heaven compared with the dogmas and superstitions of Rome. One devout colonial
soldier,” at the commencement of the siege, informed the general in command that he had
achieved a notable success—the occupation of the royal battery—* by the grace of God
and the courage of thirteen men.”

V. THE SIEGE AND TAKING oF LOUISBOURG IN 1745.

Whether the designs of religious enthusiasts to destroy the symbols of religion in the
Roman Catholic churches recommended themselves or not to a beneficent Providence, it is
quite suflicient to know that the stars in their courses fought against the French Sisera.
From the starting of the expedition until it appeared before Louisbourg the French acted
as if they had no warnine whatever of the attack that was to be made upon them.
When the fleet of one hundred vessels arrived at Canseau in the early part of April the
colonia! leader found that the whole eastern coast of Cape Breton was blocked with ice,
and that it was impossible to enter any of its ports and bays. While the harbours to the
north of Scatari Island, which lies to the northeast of Louishourg, may be full of drift ice,
that place as a rule is generally clear, but in 1745 there appears to have been unusual
quantities on that coast to stop all communications with the port. The colonists had
already detailed several armed vessels to cruise off’ Louishourg and preveat any news of
the proposed expedition reaching the French garrison.  One French frigate, the Renommeée,
fell in with the fleet off Cansean, but succeeded in escaping to France. While at Canseau
Pepperrell built a block-house in which he stationed a small force and a few cannon.
The French post at Port Toulouse was destroyed by his orders, and some vessels were
sent to Bay Verte to prevent provisions and men being sent to the fortress. On the 22nd
of April, a week before the expedition left Canseau, the English frigate Eltham arrived
with the welcome news that Commodore Warren was on his way. On the following day
he made his appearance with three ships to the great joy of the colonial troops. While

! “Whitfield, with a good deal of worldly wisdom, cautioned Pepperrell that if he failed the blood of the slain
would be laid to his charge, and that if he succeeded the envy of the living would pursue him.” T. H. Higginson in
“Memorial History of Boston,” ii. 115, n.

See account of interview between Pepperrell and Whitfield in “Tyer-
man’s Life of Whitfield,” ii. 150.

He had not a few sympathizers, like John Gray of Biddeford, who wrote to Pepperrell : “Oh that I could be with
you and dear Parson Moody in that church [Louisbourg] to destroy the images there set up, and hear the true
gospel of our Lord and Saviour there preached!” See Parkman, “Capture of Lounisbourg by the New England
Militia,” ¢ Atlantic Monthly, March, 1891.

This was William Vaughan, one of the projectors of the expedition. See infra, third page.
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at Antigna he had refused to give any aid to Shirley without orders from England, and
it was with some dismay that the colonial commanders heard the news on the eve of the
sailing. They had determined to keep it secret from their troops until they had reached
Louisbourg. Happily, however, the expedition was not put to this trying test, for it
appears that as soon as the Duke of Newcastle had received Governor Shirley’s letter
informing him of the necessity for protecting the English fisheries, he sent orders to Com-
modore Warren to sail at once for Boston and arrange measures “for the annoyance of
the enemy and his Majesty’s service in North America” While Warren was on his way
to the colonial town he intercepted a Boston schooner and heard the news of the departure
of the expedition. Thereupon he changed his course for Canseau.

It was the intention of Shirley that the expedition should arrive off Louisbourg at
night, that the troops should land, march silently over the rocky, mossy ground, creep in
some mysterious way up walls at least thirty-six feet high, and then surprise the sleep-
ing and unsuspicious garrison. All the elements were to combine to ensure the success
of this absurd project, which was conceived in the same imaginative vein that originated
the genii of the Arabian tales. The surf was to cease to roll on the beach of Gabarus Bay,
and the darkness of the night was to be the means of enabling the troops to perform a
marvellous march over an unknown and dangerous tract of country. Shirley, however,
was not alone in suggesting wondrous agencies for the surprise of the town. One
ingenious person proposed a flying machine that would enable the troops to scale the
walls before a bridge was made. Vaughan had proposed an equally easy plan of march-
ing on snowshoes over the drifts that in the winter were frequently, according to him,
These very schemes of the fertile New England
intellect were so many evidences of the prevailing opinion that the enterprise was very

level with the ramparts of the fortress.

hazardous and not likely to be accomplished by the ordinary means at the command of
the expedition
extent practically taken by surprise.

As it happened, however, the garrison at Louishourg was to a great
One of the inhabitants' of Louisbourg has given us
the testimony that the authorities, * though inforr” ( v1 the preparations [in New Eng-
land] from the first, lost precions moments in useless deliberation.” It appears, however,
that “nothing to the purpose was done, so that we were as much taken by surprise as if

the enemy had pounced upon us unawares.” Governor Duchambon,’ by some strange

fatuity, had not taken the most ordinary precautions to keep himself thoroughly informed
In his

of every movement on the coast which might indicate the approach of an enemy.

! “Lettre d’un Habitant de Louisbourg,” ete., cited by Parkman, ¢ Atlantic Monthly’ for March, 1801. See
App. X to this work.

* M. Duchambon appears to have been king’s lieutenant (““ Can. Archives,” 1887, ccexiiii), and took command
of the fortress on the death of M. Duquesnel in the antumn of 1744, but it is not certain that he had received his
commission as governor when the siege of 1745 ended in the loss of Cape Breton to the French. His son, Ducham-
bon de Vergor commanded at Fort Beauséjour in 1755, when taken by the English. M. Marmette comments in
this sarcastic vein on the application made in 1761 by the latter for the cross of St. Louis (“Can. Archives,” 1887,
cclix) as a reward for his services: “ Doubtless because he was to surrender on the 16th June the fort of Beau-
séjour, almost without striking a blow, after a mere shadow of a siege, which evil-minded people designated by the
humorous appellation of ‘sic¢ge de velours” And, again, this is the person who, when commanding the fort at the
Coves, allowed himself to be captured in his bed, and gave so easy an entrance to the English trc ‘)irs to the Plains
of Abraham on the 13th September, 1759. It was not the cross, but rather the hangman’s rope which these two
scandalous affairs ought to have gained for him.” Both son and father are clearly for suflicient reasons not popu-
lar in France or French Canada.
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communication to the French minister, written after the fall of Louisbourg, he attempted
to show that he had made a feeble effort to obtain news from Port Toulouse of the pres-
ence of an enemy in that direction; but although he had some information that there

were strange sail on that coast and vessels had been even scen hovering off the port of

Louisbourg itself for weeks, while the ice was blocking the eastern shores of the island,
he appears to have lulled himself to sleep and to have awakened to a full consciousness
of his danger only three days, according to his own account, before the ileet arrived in
force on the morning of the 30th of April® in the roadstead of Gabarus Bay. His blind-
ness for weeks before the attack actually took place was characteristic of a man who had
persisted in refusing assistance from Quebec, when it had been offered to him by the
governor of Canada in the autumn of 1744. One colonial historian asserts that there was
a ball in Louisbourg the night before the fleet arrived in Gabarus, and we could well
believe this to be a fact when we consider the many evidences before us of the indiffer-
ence or ignorance of danger shown by the governor until the English were on the very
point of landing, Then, with the fleet in view of the ramparts, bells were rung and
cannon fired to give the alarm to the people of the adjacent settlements, and to bring
them into the town. Dull Duchambon at last recognized his peril. He made a feeble
attempt to resist the landing of the colonial forces by sending a detachment of 150
men, under the command of Monsieur Merpain and Sieur Mesilac—the former a famous
“ corsair,”—but it was unable to accomplish anything, through a ruse on the part of the
officers in charge of the English boats. While the French were preparing to prevent a
landing in the vicinity of Flat Point, the English quickly retreated and made for the
shingle beach of the little cove some distance higher up the bay, known to the French
as Anse de la Cormorandiére, and to the English as Freshwater or Kennington Cove.
Here, before the French detachment could reach the ground, the English colonists sue-
ceeded in effecting a landing under the fire of their ships’ cannon. The French were
forced to retreat precipitately to the town, after a short engagement, in which they lost
several men, killed or taken prisoners. Among the latter was Monsieur de la Boularderie,
one of the inhabitants of the island.* One writer places the French commander among the
number, but Monsieur Duchambon does not give his name, and it appears to be incorrect.

When we review the history of this memorable epoch in the history of America
we find that fortune, favourable so far, continued to smile on the expedition until it
achievea its object. The whole force of four thousand men were landed without difficulty
by the 1st of May. If Pepperrell and his officers were not skilled in the scientific methods

of investing a fortified town, at all events they acted with judgment in the steps they’

took for its reduction. They made their headquarters by the side of a little stream of
fresh water which descends near Flat Point, or Artillery Cove, about two miles from White
Point® In front of their lines rose the formidable walls and bastions constructed on the

'In the printed accounts of the operations there is great confusion as to dates. Most, although not all, of
this confusion will disappear if it be borne in mind that in 1752 the new styie of reckoning time was adopted, but
that its use crept in gradually, some retaining the old, others using the new, between which there was a differenca
of eleven days. Consequently the two dates of landing [at Gabarus Bay], 30th of April and 11th of May, agree
when we take the Cifference between the old and new styles into account. “Can. Archives,” 1886, ix.

2 Qee infra, sec. 1X, for an account of the La Boularderie, who has given his name to a well known island at
the entranca of the Bras d’Or lake.

' See Plate TV at end of this work giving plan of the fortifications and the siege operations of 1745.
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plans of the best engineering skill of the day. It was impossible with their limited force
of men and weak artillery to attack the whole range of fortifications which extended from
the Dauphin or west gate to the shore, and therefore they confined their efforts to effecting
a breach in the fortifications between the Dauphin’s and the King’s bastions. With this
chject in view they constructed four fascine batteries which were respectively situated at
distances of 1,550, 600, 440 and 250 yards from the walls. The last, or breaching, battery
was made eighteen days after the landing and did great exeention on the west gate.
Before this work, however, was completed another fascine battery, named Titcomb’s, or
the northwest battery—one of the most effective, according to Duchambon—was erected
on a rising ground on the western side of the barachois at the southwestern end of the

harbour. By the construction of this battery the men busy in the breaching battery
were enabled to finish their work more rapidly, since it kept up a furious fire which
engaged all the atter*ion of the men who defended the walls at the Dauphin bastion.
But at the very commencement of the siege, on the second day, there occurred an event
most fortunate for the besiegers. The grand or royal battery, situated on the western
shore of the harbour, and a very powerful auxiliary in the defences of the town, was
found suddenly desciied by the Frex.:h.  The Englishand French narratives give different
reasons for this hurried evacuation of an important work. The English accounts have
been to the effect that when Colonel Vaughan went on a reconnoitering expedition around
the harbour, during the afternoon of the 1st of May, he set fire to the storehouses at the
northeast arm, and as these contained a large quantity of pitch and other combustible
goods, they made great volumes of smoke, which enveloped the surrounding country and
produced so much consternation among the troops in the grand battery into which it was
carried that they supposed the whole army was about to attack them, and carelessly spik-
ing their guns they fled precipitately to the shelter of the town. When Vaughan was
returning to camp the next morning from his expedition he was surprised to see that
there was no flag flying over the battery, and no smoke coming from its chimneys; but

! This list of signatures shows the Colonial and English officers who were present at a council of war held on
June 3, 1745, on board Warren’s ship the Superbe. “ Mem. Hist. ¢f Boston,” ii. 118,
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afraid of some trick of the enemy he would not venture near uantil he bribed an Indian
with a bhottle of spirits to approach as close as possible, as if he were drunk or crazy.
Finding everything perfectly still the Indian climbed into an embrasure and found the
battery deserted. Vaughan and his men took possession, and as they had no flag with
them a lad climbed the flagstall’ and fastened his red coat at the top.! The colonists held
the battery successfully until reinforcements arrived, althcugh the French commenced at
once firing on them from the batteries of the town, and a number of men in several boats
attempted to land and reoccupy the works which had been deserted in so cowardly «
manner. These boats, it is probable, were sent for the purpose of completing the spiking
of the cannon and carrying off the stores in the battery.

This is the story that has generally found currency in English histories of the siege,
but it would appear from the very candid and evideutly truthful narrative of the inhabi-
tant of Louisbourg to which I have previously referred, that the French troops in the
battery were seized with fright the moment Vaughan's force made its appearance on its
way to burn the storehouses, and immediately evacuated the works without waiting for
the enemy to fire a shot, and show an intention to attack.* The French governor, on the
other hand, asserts that Captain Thiery, who had charge of the battery, evacuated it in
accordance with the decision of a council of war which was called to consider his state-
ment that it could not successfully resist for any time an attack by the enemy. We are
also told that Monsieur Verrier, the chief engineer, objected to the proposition to blow up
the battery, and the council yielded to his advice, the force of which it is impossible to
appreciate when we consider that, if left intact, it would be of some use to the besiegers.
One thing is quite certain that the French left the battery in great haste, and did their
work of spiking the guns so ineffectively that these were soon made available for the
purposes of the siege. The history of this affair affords of itself evidence of Ducham-
bon’s carelessness and incompetence. The fact that the storehouses were left, with all
their contents, to fall into the possession of the besiegers, shows that the officials had
lost their heads as soon as the enemy had made their appearance in force. These store-
houses should have been immediately destroyed as was done in 1758. If the battery
could not be held, as Captain Thiery believed, it should have been blown up on the
instant. As it was, however, the English colonists obtained easy possession of a work
which was immediately used against the town, and the first step was taken towards facil-
itating the entrance of the ficet into the harbour, of which this battery formed one of the
most important defences. By another lucky stroke of fortune, thirty cannon were sub-
sequently found near the careening cove on the east side of the northeast arm, and were *
used in the execution of a project which the besiegers found was absolutely necessary to
the reduction of the fortress, and that was the construction of a battery at Lighthouse
Point to silence the guns on the island, which effectively prevented the English fleet from
coming into the harbour, and attacking the town at close quarters. The difficulties of
constructing the works of the besiegers and carrying cannon and materials over the rocky,
swampy ground around Louishourg were enormous and entailed great hardship on the
! William Tafts, of Medford, aged 18. Samuel Adams Drake, in his short account of the ‘‘Taking of Louis-
bourg,” (Boston, i. 1890 falls into the error (p. 113) of making this exploit of a courageous New England lad an
episode of the disastrous attempt of the party, headed by Captain Brooks some time later, to obtain possession of
the island battery. See infra, next page.

* Parkman, (“Atlantic Monthly,” April, p. 517) cites the words of the inhabitant of Louishourg.
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colonial forces, however inured to severe labour many of them might be. One of them
successfully devised a plan of dragging the cannon by sledges over the uneven snrface
between Flat Point Cove and the besiecing works.  From the beginning to the end of the
siege, however, the colonial troops showed an amount of endurance, patience and cheer-

fulness in carrying out the orders of their officors that no regular troops could surpass.
The men engaged in rough sports even while cannon balls were whizzing around them,
and one severe critic of the expedition has written thal “this siege was carried on in a
tumultuary manner resembling a Cambridge commencement.”' Many of them could
not be provided with comfortable tents in consequence of the dearth of suituble material
in some of the colonies;* and were obliged to find protection in camps rudely constracted
of sod and spruce boughs. They performed their duties with a recklessness and an indif-
ference to danger which was probably in a measure the result of their inexperience in such
affairs. They laughed at the scientific instructions of Bastide, an eminent engineer, who
arrived, late in the siege, from Annapolis to assist in the operations against the fortress.
Indeed, no regular force coald hardly have performed the same labours with as much
confidence and zeal as these men animated by religious as well as patriotic motives, and
feeling the honour and prestige of New Lngland so deeply involved in the success of an
enterprise thoroughly colonial in its inception and execution.

By the eighteenth day of the siege the batteries began to show their work on the
walls at the west gate, the principal point of attack. Then occurred another event ot
even greater importance than the evacuation of the grand baitery, and that was the cap-
ture of the French man of war Vigilante, manned by five hundred men and armed with
sixty-four guns, which had arrived off’ the harbour with a cargo of stores for the town,
and which had taken the place of the spring ship that had been accidentally burnt in
Brest harbour during the spring of this vear. This success raised the hopes of the land
forces, who were beginning to feel that unless the island battery was destroyed and the
fleet enabled to enter the harbour to join in a combined attack on the fortress, the siege
might continue indefinitely until succour could arrive from France and Louishourg be
saved from its perilous position.  An attack that was made on this battery by a large
force proved a disastrous failure, and sixty men were killed and one hundred and sixteen
made prisoners by the Freo-h. This unfortunate expedition appears to have been under-
taken chiefly to satisfy the pressing demands of Warren that no time should be lost in
making a simultaneous assault by the army and fleet on the fortress, as there was every
likelihood of succour reaching the French at any moment. The confident and impetuous
Vaughan appears to have been among the ardent promoters of this enterprise, the practic-
ability and wisdom of which were doubted by the majority of the colonial officers except,
strange to say, by the cool and judicious Pepperrell himself. The expedition was composed
mostly of voluatecrs from the troops and transports, and was headed by a Captain
Brooks whose head, according to one account, was split in two by a cutlass as he was at-
tempting to haul down the French flag in the battery into which it is believed he and a
few other brave feliows succeeded in forcing their way.

! Douglass’ *“ Summary,” i. 352.
*“All the ticklenburgh and small canvas in the provirce was purchased by the committee of war, but for a
great part of the tents they were forced to buy common oznaburgs.”—Belknap, “Hist. of New Hamp.,” ii. 377 n.
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It became then an absolute necessity that a battery on Lighthouse Point should be to s
built without delay, and after herculean exertions cannon were dragged over the preci- all
pitous hills and dangerous morasses to the chosen place. A mortar was brought to sup-
plement the ordinary artillery, and then day by day the battery and fleet kept up a heavy arn
cannonade on the island work until its fire slackened, its walls began to fall, and it was con
becoming rapidly useless. By the eleventh of June the fate of the town was practically bas
decided. The French garrison, worn out by their exertions, saw the breaches at the west a fc
gate and the adjacent defences daily widening, the guns of the circular battery almost E ag
silenced, all the buildings in the town riddled with shot and hardly fit to live in, the the
island battery on the point of total destruction, and the land and naval forces of the enemy g Fre
making preparations for 4 combined attack on the fortress. It was just at this juncture Fre

that Pepperrell and Warren decided on a piece of strategy which they thought would pro- S
bably be effective in disheartening the French garrison. A body of Indians having not

( )
long before barbarously tortured and killed a few of the colonial troops whom they had i
surprised at Petit Lorembec, it was determined to bring this fact to the knowledge of .
M. Duchambon by means of the late commandant of the Vigilante, whose loss, the Eng- :llh“
lish saspected, was still unknown to the French. This officer, the Marquis de Maison- >
fort, was given proof of the kindly treatment of the French prisoners on board the English rems
vessels, and was then asked to write informing the French governor of the fact and asking subs
similar treatment for the English prisoners. When the French commandant and his offi- fortr

cers received this information they expressed their surprise and consternation in the pre-
sence of the bearer of the letter who they thought was ignorant of the French language.
M. Duchambon in his reply disavowed all responsibility for the cruelty of the Indians !
whom he would do his best to warn against committing such acts in the future, while at

shal

the same time he dwelt on the fact that the English prisoners in his hands, sick or wounded,

had always received as many attentions as if they were subjects of the French king. The

flag of truce, however, had the effect which it was intended it should have upon g
the garrison and people of Louishourg. As if their condition was not already suliciently ha
distressing, they heard now for the first time that the ship which they had been hoping

might evade the blockading fleet and make its way into port, was actually in the posses- -
sion of the enemy, and its very guns directed against the town which it was intended to l:r\
assist.  Without a prospect of speedy assistance from France, the situation of the French

became more gloomy, while that of the besieging forces was improved by additions to the take
ships. Warren had been reinforced by vessels from Newfoundland and England, and had be:
now under his orders a fleet of eleven ships armed in all with five hundred guns, includ- " delir

ing the Vigilante, and e:clusive of the colonial vessels.! It was decided to make a general
assault on the fifteenth of June and accordingly all the ships were ranged in a line off the and
harbour, and the troops mustered in full force, when Duchambon, recognizing the use-

lesszess of further resistance, opened negotiations with Pepperrell and Warren, and agreed Tepy
ER AT asinen 5 bour

! Douglass, “Summary of the British Settlements” (i. 351, n.) enumerates the English fleet as follows: Com- exce
modore Warrer’s West India fleet—the Superbe of 50 guus, the Launceston of 40, and the Mermaid of 40; the then
Vigilante of 64, manned after the capture on May 19 by New England men mostly. May 22, the Princess Mary then
of 60 and the Hector of 40, from England via Boston. June 10, the Chester of 50, from England. June 12, the sent
Canterbury of 60, the Sunderland of 40, and the Lark of 40, all called in from Newfoundland ; the Eltham of 40, = ‘\llx)\‘;:
called in from convoying the New England mastships for England. Phis
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to surrender the town on the condition that the garrison were allowed to march out with
all the honours of war.'

On the afternoon of Junc the 17th General Pepperrell marched at the head of his
army through the west or Dauphin gate into the town, and received the keys from the
commandant, who, with his garrison drawn up in line, received him in the King’s
bastion. Warren, after taking possession of the Island battery, which had so long proved
a formidable obstruction to the entrance of the fleet, came inio the harbour, and then amid
a general salute from the ships and batteries the English flag was hoisted on the walls of
the Fren-h fortress. As soon as the city was formally handed over to the English the
French flag was kept for a few days on the citadel with the view of deceiving any
French vessels that might make the port. This strategem had a remarkable succesg, for it

1 The express terms of the capitulation are set forth in the following ultimatum from Pepperrell and Y/arren

to Duchambon:
¢ Cayp perons LouvisBoure, 16th June, 1745.

¢ 1st. That if your own vessels shall be found insufficient for the transportation of your persons and proposed
effects to France, we will supply siach a number of other vessels as may be suflicient for that purpose; also, any
provisions necessary for the voyage which you cannot furnish yourselves with.

“9nd. That all the commissioned officers belonging to the garrison and the inhabitants of the towr may
remain in their houses, with their families, and enjoy the free exercise of their reliz

ion, and no person shall be

suffered to misuse or molest any of them till such time as they can convenieatly be transported to France.
“3rd. That the non-commissioned officers and soldiers shall, immediately upon the surrender of the town and

fortress, be put on board his Britannic Majesty’s ships, till they all be transported to France.

“4th. That all your sick and wounded shall be taken tender care of in the same manner as our own.

“5th. That the commander-in-chief, now in garrison, shall have liberty to send off covered wagous, to be inspected
only by one oflicer of ours, that no warlike stores may be contained therein.
son which may desire shall not be seen by us, they

“6th. That if there be any persons in the town or gar
shall be permitted to go otf masked.

“7th. The above we do consent to and promise, upon your compliance with the following eonditions:

“1. That the said surrender, and due performance of every part of the aforesaid premises, be made and com-
pleted as soon as possible.

“2, That, as a secarity for the punctual performance of the same, the island battery, or one of the batteries of

ssion of his

the town, shall be delivered, tozether with the warlike stores iherennto belonging, into the poss
Britannic Majesty’s troops before 6 o'clock this evening.

#3. That his sai? Zritannic Majesty’s ships of war now lying before the port shall be permitted to enter the
harbour of Louishourg without any molestation, as soon after »:ix of the clock this afternoon as the commander-in-
chief of said ships shall think fit.

“4, That none of the officers, soldiers nor inhabitants in Lonisbourg, who are subjects of the French king, shall
take up arms against his Britannic Majesty, nor any of his allies, until after the expiration of the full term of
twelve months from this time.

“5. That all subjects of his Britannic Majesty, who are now prisoners with you, shall be immediately
delivered up to us.

“1In case of your non-compliance with these conditions, we decline any further treaty with you on the affair.
and shall decide the matter by our arms, and sve, ete.”

Governor Duchambon accepted the terms on the conditions set forth in the following letter from General
Pepperrell :

“Sir, -1 have yours, by an hostage, signifying your assent to the surrender of the town and fortress of Louis-
bourg, and the territories adjacent, ote., on the terms this day proposed to you by Commodore Warren and mysolf,
excepting only that you desire your troops may march out of the garrison with theirarms, and colours flying, to be
then delivered into our custody till the said troops’ arrival in France, at which time to have them returned co
them—which I consent to, and send you an hostage for the performance of what we have promised-; and have
sent to Commodore Warren, that, if he consents to it, he wounld send a detachment on shore to take possessic of

the island battery.” On the same day Commodore Warren agreed to the same conditions, “ on consideration of

your gallant defence.” Parsons’ * Life of Pepperrell,” 95-00, and the Quebec “ Collection de documents relatifs a
I'histoire de la Nouvelle-France,” iii. 221-226, publish this correspondence in full.
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led to the capture of several ships laden with valuable cargoes, valued at £175,000 he m
sterling ; but the most itaportant prize was the frigate “ Notre Dame de la Délivrance,” eight
laden with cacao under which were hidden nearly two millions of Peruvian dollars, writt
besides a considerable amount of gold and silver in ingots and bars, probably four miilion fact t
dollars altogether. Among the passengers was a distinguished scientific man, Don Antonio fallin
De Ulloa, who had been assor fated with some members of the Royal Academy of Sciences it mu
at Paris in measuring an avcof the meridian under the equator in South America. Two that s
other French frigates, the Marquis d’Antin and the Louis Erasmé, which were in com- islanc
pany with the Délivrance, had been captured with their rich cargoes of gold and siiver tured
by some English privateers five degrees to the westward of the Island of Flores, and the detai.
captain of the Jatter vessel, which received much damage in the action, considered it most consi
expedient to seek safety at Louisbourg, where he confidently expected tu find a consider- cer, §
able French fleet at a time when France was at war with a maritime power. DeUlloa and T
has left us an interesting account' of his voyages in South America, and of his visit to easily
Louishourg under circumstances disheartening to men who thought they were in safety the ol
until they found their vessel was a prize to two English men-of war, the Sunderland and mand
Chester. DeUlloa was treated with every cousideration due to so eminent a man, and all gover
- his scientific papers were carefully preserved ard handed back to him on his arrival in and {
5 London. erally
When the English colonists surveyed the state of the town they had abundant evi- hund
i 1 dence of the execution that their criillery had done in every part. “ All the houses,” says his in
& one eye witness,” “ one only excepted, had some shot throngh them more or less ; some had all th
their roofs Leat down with bombs ; as for the famous citade! and hospital, they were almost cxped
demolished by bombs and shot.” much
- B By the articles of capitulation the garrison and residents of Louishourg were to be i
transported to France as soon as possible on condition that none of them who were sub- amon
jects of the French king should take up arms against England or any of her allies for news
‘ twelve months from the date of the dorument. Altogether six hundred and fifty veteran victol
troops, thirteen hundred and ten militia, the crew of the Vigilante —five hundred and were
sixty altogether—and two thousand inhabitants, as far as can be ascertained, subsequently tTo0pt
embarked for Rochefort. A discrepancy exists between the English and French accounts was (
as to the number of French killed during the siege. Duchambon states it to be fifty, and ahroa
adds that ninety-five were wounded and very many ill on account of the hardships they while
: suffered. Il is generally believed that the number of killed was greater, but there are no sions
3 reliable data at hand. The total loss of the English, including the number of those who' new
e died from dysentery and other complaints, due to exposure and severe toil on the damp a few
" 1 ground in the vicinity of the town, is given at one hundred and thirty men in all. the q
B Seventy-six cannon and mortars, and a considerable quantity of provisions and munitions Britis
i of war fell inte the hands of the English. Duchambon declares also that he had only a ignor
- o b small quantity of powder left at the time of the capitulation, and that he had actuclly torian
& used sixty-seven thousand kegs, but, as an historian® of the siege very truly says, thi.s Smoll
statement is incredible, for supposing that each keg contained only twenty-five pounds, in his
: —spe
See App. X to this work for a reference to his work giving his impressions of Louisbourg but h
Gibson, “ Journal of the Siege.” 2 i
Brown, “ Hist. of Cape I‘)u-l‘nn,' p. 234 15
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he must in this case have expended seven hundred and fifty tons of powder in forty-
eight days, or fiiteen tons per day.” Wiuen we carefully read the governor’s report,
written on the 2nd of September, it is quite evident that he endeavours to exaggerate any
fact that may create the impression that he made every possible effort to prevent the town
falling into the hands of the English. Whatever mistakes he made previous to the siege,
it must be admitted that he fought bravely for the town afterwards, despite the difficulties
that surrounded him. He was unable to obtain any assistance from other parts of the
island. The settlements of Port Toulouse, Port Dauphin and Inganiche had been cap-
tured by the English, one before and the others during the progress of the siege by vessels
detailed for that purpose by Commodore Warren. The governor's attempt to recall a
considerable number of Canadians and Indians who had been sent under a Canadian offi-
cer, Sieur Marin, to attack Port Roval was unsuccessful. Some small bodies of French
and Indians attempted to harass the colonial troops, as the sicge went on, but they were
easily repulsed and scattered. The soldiers and militia fought courageously, but it is said
the officers had no confidence in their men since the mutiny and prevented the com-
mandant from ordering more than one sortie, and that was practically a failure. The
governor, however, does not hesitate to ““ render justice to all the officers of the garrison
and to the soldiers and to the inhabitants who defended the place, all of whom have gen-
erally supported the labours of the siege with a courage without parallel during the one
hundred and sixteen days it lasted,”—the figures here given being another evidence of
his inaccuracy in all matters of statistics. The brave conduct of the garrison cannot, with
all the evidence before us, be denied, and had Duchambon shown any foresight before the
expedition arrived, the colonial troops would probably have found the task before them
much more difficult of accomplishment.

The siege had lasted in all forty-seven days and must always be remembered as
among the most glorious exploits ever achieved by a body of volunteers. When the
news reached England and the colonies there were general rejoicings at so great a
victory. Bosten, New York and Philadelphia were illuminated, and public thanksgivings
were offered in all the churches of New England for this memorable trinmph of colonial
troops. In the parent state it created much enthusiasm at a time when the public mind
was dismayed by the news of disaster on the continent, and there was a spirit of unrest
ahroad throughout the British islands. Cannon thnndered from the Tower and the Park,
while the city was ablaze with bonfires and resounded with the huzzas of joyous proces-
sions of citizens surprised and delighted at the sucecess of their fellow countrymen in the
new world. It did not take long, however, for this victory to be forgotten ; for when,
a few years later, the American colonies had asserted their independence of England, and
the question of the capture of Lounishourg came up incidentally in a discussion in the
British Parliament, it was attempted to give all the credit to Commodore Warren and
ignore the all important part performed by the colonial expedition, Some English his-
torians in later times have not thought it worth while to mention this victory, which
Smollett considered “the most important achi~vement of the war of 1745.” Even Green,
in his “History of the English People”—a work remarkable for its scholarly and lucid style
—speaks of the capture of Louisberg (sic) by Amherst and Wolfe as “a brilliant success,”
but he forgot in the previous part of his work, when writing of the year of Fontenoy, of
its suceesses and failures, to mention the triumph of the colouial troops on the western
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continent. The writer has now before him a new encyclopzedia' just issued by the

European press, and turning to the subject of Lounisbourg we find that “it was strongly
fortified under the French but was taken by the British in 1763”"—a statement not only
remarkable for the omission of any mention of 1745, but for the inaccuracy of the date
given in the second instance. Sic fransil gloria mundi, especially when the matter is one
requiring some knowledge of the history or the geography of a colony.

As respects Pepperrell and Warren, it is not necessary for us to depreciate the claims of

one, in order to elevate the reputation of the other. We know as a matter of fact and

not of controversy that the expedition was conceived, carried out, and actually on its way
to Louisbourg before Warren made his appearance. In fact, when it had started, Pepper-
rell heard of the refusal of the English Commodore to sail without orders, and there was

no guarantee that he would come at all. Like a true English sailor, when he joined the

expedition he supported it with all his energy and ability. Without his blockade of the
port, the Vigilante could not have been taken. Infact, so effective was the blockade, that
during the siege only one small vessel, “a snow” from Bordeaux, succeeded in eluding the
vigilance of the fleet, and entering the port on a dark and stormy night. His presence
not only gave confidence to the colonial troops but worried the garrison, who felt that as
long as his fleet lay off the harbour there was little prospect of aid reaching them from
Canada or France. All the heavy and dangerous work, however, fell on the colonial
troops, and had it not been for their successful efforts to erect a battery on the Light-
house Point, and mount it with cannon under great difficulties, they wonld never have
been able to weaken the island battery so as to enable the fleet to take part in the general
assault that was contemplated when Duchambon decided to surrender the town. All
that Warren was able to do for the land forces in the conduct of the si

oe operations was
tosend them a few gunners and supplement their supply of powder which very soon ran
short.” On the other hand, it is fair to state that had not the colonial expedition received
the hearty co-operation of the fleet, the result would have been problematical, thoush,
when we consider the spirit that prompted the colonial expedition and the determination
that was exhibited from its beginning to the capture of the fortress, we can well believe
that they would not hastily have given up the contest. All this, however, is mere spec-
ulation in the face of the fact that the colonial troops achieved a brilliant victory as a
result of their hardihood and pluck, and while Warren did his duty as a brave sailor and
his fleet was most necessary to the success of the expedition, it is after all to the land
force and not to him that the chief honour is due. It was then only an act of justice to
the Inglish Commodore that when he presented himself with General Pepperrell in
Boston, nearly a year later, that they should be both handsomely received and publicly
thanked by the general council of Massachussetts’ Bay for the great services they had
rendered to England and her colonial peoples.

Great dissatisfaction was felt in consequeuce of the army receiving no share whatever
of the great treasure which was captured in the Délivrance and other ships, and was
divided between the Crown and the British officers and sailors in accordance with the ordi-
nary naval rules, which might well have been modified under the exceptional circum-

stances. The colonial forces were also disappointed in the amount of booty they found in

' “The Modern Cyclopredia,” (London 1890-01) edited by Charles Annandale, M.A., LL.D,
*Sce App. X to this work.
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Louisbourg, where the inhabitants were for the most part poor and had few valuables
which their captors could steal ; but as a matter of fact Pepperrell and Warren promised
that the inhabitants and their families could depend “on meecting the best treatment, nor
shall any person be suffered to give them the least disturbance.” Not only were the col-
onial troops disappointed in not finding any *“loot "—to use a word familiar a century
later—but the government of Massachusetts saw itself in extreme financial difficulties,
largely on account of the heavy expenditures incurred by an already crippled province
for the Louisbourg expedition. It wasnotuntil over three years had passed away and it was
decided to restore Cape Breton to the French, that the imperial government found it expe-
dient to appease the colonists by reimbursing them for their expenses in winuing a vie-
tory, rendered worthless by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. In 1749, the sum of £183,649
sterling arrived in Boston, in the shape of six hundred and fifty three thousand ounces of
silver, and ten tons of copper, which were carried in waggons through the streets of
Boston and subsequently divided among the governments of New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Connecticut and Massachusetts—the latter deservedly and legally receiving the
areater portion. Those were days of paper money, when men thought they could get
rich and pay their debts by the fresh issues of paper whenever the treasury was empty,
and chiefly owing to the efforts of Thomas Hutchinson, the historian, a wise and energetic
public man who was speaker of the house of representatives at the time, and subsequently
royal governor and chief justice during his residence in the colony, the money paid to
Massachusetts was used to buy up and cancel the depreciated paper currency.!

Before we resume the history of Cape Breton and narrate the events in Europe
which led to its eventually becoming a permanent possession of Eneland, it is but due to
the men who took part in this memorable episode of colonial history to tell something of
their subsequent career.  The colonial forces, for the greater part, were obliged to remain
in Lonisbourg all the following winter until the arriial of a garrison of regular troops
from England. Imwmediately after the fall of the town, the weather, which had been
remarkably fr2e for seven weeks from fogs and rain, became damp and unhealthy, with
the unfortunate effect that the troops, worn out by fatigne for weeks, succumbed to
dysentery, and several hundreds found a grave on a point of land between the town and
the rocky beach, known as Point Rochefort. In the spring, as soon as troops arrived
from Gibraltar, Warren and Pepperrell, who had acted as joint governors until that time,
went to Boston, and, after receiving the thanks of the citizens, the former proceeded to
England. Before this, however, he had been promoted for his services at Louishourg to
the rank of rear admiral of the blue. In 1747 he disticuished himself in the great naval
fight off Cape Finisterre, in which he and Anson defeated a largce French fleet under
Jonquiere and St. George. A monument to his remory in Westminster Abbey, that
Walhalla of England’s great men, tells us that he died in the forty-ninuth year of his age,
‘“a knight of the Bath, vice-admizal of the red squadron of the British fleet, and member
of parliament for the city and liberty of Westminster.”? Captain Tyng, who commanded
'See Parson’s * Lifo of Pepperrell,” 207; “ Hutchinson’s History ¢ ii. 394-306; ¢ Appleton's Cyclopmdia of

American Biography,” art. “ Hutchinson.”

Usher Parsons, in his “ Life of Pepperrell,” is not correct when he gives a baronetey to Warren. Belknap,
“ History of New Hampshire,” ii. 223, makes the same mistake. Murdoch quotes the epitaph in Westminster

Abbey (History, ii. 69-111), and says that the distinction of the Bath was “but rarely bestowed ” in those days.
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the naval contingent of the New England expedition, does not afterwards appear in the
history of the times; but the officer next in rank, Captain Rous of the Shirley galley, a
two-masted vessel, with twenty-four guns, was of great assistance to the royal sloop
Mermaid in the capture of the Vigilante,' and after the capture of the town he carried
duplicate despatches communicating the news to the government of England, where his
vessel was taken into the British service, and he himself received a commission as post
captain in the roval navy. He took part in various expeditions for the reduction of
French America, and assisted in the second siege of Louisbourg. It was on board his
ship that General Wolfe issued his last order before proceeding to ascend the heights of
Quebec. He became, in later life, a member of the executive council of Nova Scotia, and
settled in the city of Halifax, at the foundation of which he was present as a commander
of one of the ships that accompanied Governor Cornwallis to the province. Of all the
officers o! the colonial land forces General Wolcott was the most advanced in years, but
he lived to speak of this memorable expedition until the ripe age of eighty-nine, and to
fill the responsible position of governor of his provinee.” Iis name has been rendered
famous, not only by his part in the Louishourg siege, but by his grandson, who was one
of the signers of the declaration of independence. Lieutenant-Colonel Moulton, who had
seen much service in the wars with the Indians previous to 1745, filled several important
positions in the town of York, a place full of historic memories, in the state of Maine.
Among the tombstones of the burying ground, where the grass grows rank and matted,
there is one on which can still be deciphered, with a little trouble, the name, and part of
the epitaph, of one of those stern old Puritan ministers who accompanied the expedition
to Louisbourg. The whole epitaph once read as [ollows:

“ Here lies the body of the
REVD. SAMUEL MOODY, A. M.
The zealous, faithful, and successful pastor of the
First Church of Christ in York.
Was born in Newbury, January 4th, 1675.
Graduated 16!

Came hither, May 16th.
Died here November 13th, 1747.

For his further character read the 2nd Corvinthians,

3rd chapter and first six verses,”

This old clergyman of York, an uncle of Mrs. Pepperrell, appears to have been remarkable
for the length of his prayers, and it is related of him, that, when he was called upon to
ask a blessing at a banquet given by the general to his officers at Louisbourg, in celebra-
tion of its capture, the guests awaited his perfermance with fear and trembling; but
greatly to their surprise, instead of the long, tedious grace they expected, he contented
himself with a few memorable words which appear now to have given him a position in
history that none of his prolix sermons or supplications could possibly have done.

' A galley is described as usually a snow, as the largest two-mested vessels were often called, and would seem
to have carried all her guns on a continuous deck, without the higher tiers at the end, which was customary with

frigates, built low only at the waist. See ’reble, “ N. E. H. & Gen. Reg.,”

1868, p. 396, cited by the ¢ Nar. & Crit.
naccurately given credit to Tyng for this exploit.

Mr. D. Brymner (“Can. Archives,” 1886) appears to think Wolcott was governor when ho joined the expe-
dition ; the best authorities mention him as deputy-go—ernor.

Hist. of Am.,” v. 438, n.  C. H. Smith (ib. 411) has
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“(Good God,” he said, “we have so many things to thank you for, that time will be
infinitely too short to do it ; we must therefore leave it for the work of eternity. Bless
our food and fellowship upon this jovful occasion, for the sake of Christ our Lord, Amen.”

Lieutenant-Colonel Meserve, who originated the plan of moving the cannon and
heavy material of war by sledges, was engaged in 1756 in the expedition commanded
by Abercromby and Winslow and subsequently took part in the second siege of Louis-
bourg in charge of a number of ship carpenters with the rank of Colonel — he being
himself a ship carpenter by vocation—and died there from an attack of small pox, which
also carried off many others. Colonel Bradstreet made his name famous in after years by
his military genius, first developed in the siege of Louisbourg. Ile became governor of
Newfoundland, and was actively engaged in the campaign for the reduction of French
Canada. In 1759 he took and destroyed Fort Frontenac on Lake Ontario which, says the
eminent historian of those times, was ** the heaviest blow, next to Louisbourg, that the
French had yet received,” since it meant that © their command of Lake Ontario was gone,”
and “ New France was cut in two and unless the severed parts could speedily reunite, all
the posts of the interior would be in imminent jeopardy.”' Colonel Richard Gridley,
who was the artillery man of the Louishourg expedition par excellence, distinguished himself
at Bunker Hill when in later fimes, the same undaunted class of men who followed
Pepperrell to Cape Breton stood so successfully the shock of their first great encounter
with the regular forces of England. Brigadier-General Waldo, who was third in rank at
Louisbourg, commanded one of the Maine regiments which formed part of the unsuc-
cessful expedition that Massachusetts organized in 1746 and 1747 under the inspiration of
Shirley, for the object of laying siege to Crown Point, and died on the eve of the great
struggle which ended in the loss of Canada and Louisiana to France. Colenel Titcomnb
who gave a name to one of the most important works of the besieging forces, served in
the Seven Years’ War and died a soldier’s death in the memorable battle at Lake George,
where William Johnson* of New York—a nephew of Admiral Warren and a famous
character in colonial history—and Phineas Lyman of Connecticut—a lawyer by profession
and a soldier by the necessity of those times—defeated the Baron Dieskau at the head of
a large force of French and Indians.

Nor can we well pass by, in this connection, the name of another officer—Captain
Cobb of a Massachusetts regiment—who afterwards took part in the siege of 1758, and
occupied a somewhat prominent place in the early history of Nova Scotia. Sylvanus
Cobb of Plymouth, New England—sometimes incorrectly called Sylvester—was a captain
in Gorham’s force. It is said that his company was the first that appeared in Boston in
response to the call for men to take part in the expedition. He served with distinction
-hroughout the siege and subsequently remained in the public service of Nova Scotia.
He commanded a provincial armed vessel that was ordered to cruise in 1747-8 in the Bay
of Fandy 1In 1758 he conducted Wolfe fo make a reconnaissance of Louisbourg. As
they neared the shore under a heavy fire—the General and Cobb alone standing on the
deck, the latter at the helm—General Wolfe observed that they had approached as near

Parkman, “ Montcalm and Wolfe
* Usher Parsons is incorrect in saying (p. 352) that Sir W. Johnson was appointed “governor of Upper Canada,
1796." General Simcoe was lieutenant-governor of that province at that time. See ‘4 ‘yelopeedia of Am. Biog-

raphy” (Art. Johnson) where the inaccuracy is pointed out.
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as he wished for his purpose. Cobb made another tack, and as they went about the Gen- of som

eral remarked, “Well, Cobb, I shall not doubt that you will carry me near enough.” neglect

Cobb went back to Plymouth after the campaign, but he was heard of subsequently at connec

Liverpool, in Nova Scotia, where he is said to have built a house. He died of a prevalent frequer

epidemic at the siege of Havana in 1762, expressing his regret that he had not met a sol- on the

dier’s fate at the cannon’s mouth.' > Fr

The leader of the New England forces, without whose personal popularity, excellent & as the

judgment, and cool courage the expedition could never have been successful, was belore 1

rewarded by the English government with a baronetey, the first distinction of the kind . of Fra

ever given to a colonist. His subsequent public career until his death at the age of sixty- tered t

three, on the 6th of July, 1759—only a few years before the outbreak of the war of died of

independence—was distinguished by the same fidelity to the British erown and affec- Th

tion for his native country, that had induced him to attach himself to the expedition of familic

1745 He gave up his time and expended much of his money in assisting his country- which

men in their effort to drive France from America, and through his instrumentality one of and pr:

3 the finest frigates in the British navy, the America, was built in a shipyard of New Eng- & have hi
2 land and a royal regiment raised to assist in the operations in North America. No man ever early ag
died more universally regretted in the English colonies than this eminent representative should

B 3 of the sturdy and resolute New England character. e died before he saw his country torians
: precipitated into a war with England which he loved and revered. His only son had harbou
: died in early manhood, and his once great possessions, which stretched for nearly thirty numbe
I i« miles from the Piscataqua to the Saco, were scattered by confiscation and sale among [t has,
( & those who did not bear his name. His grandson, William Pepperrell Sparhawk, whose for any
¢ mother was the only daughter of Sir William, and who had been adopted by his grand- biers * »
o father as heir to his estate, on condition of dropping the name of Sparhawk, was permit- that he
ted eventually to bear the title asareward for having remained faithful to England during the du
the trying times before the war of independence® He lived the greater part of his life in to Loui
England—from 1775 to 1816, when he died—where he received a pension from the govern- | Par
ment, and was always noted for his kindness and hospitality to all his countrymen who g 4
claimed his aid and sympathy. Two of the older Sir William’s descendants — his work is g
daughter’s grandsons—in later times were “only saved from the poorhouse by the bounty e
& : ks p vl of Septen
! His only daughter married Colonel W. Freeman of Liverpool .; their descendants are well known in i\:r‘f'\xll ll‘ll.ll

the western part of that province. Ilis younger brother, Jabez, also settled at tl

ne same ]vf.lw\'. See Dissell's 1
CH L R o bushel ¢
¢ History of Plywaouth,” 189; Murdoch, “ Nova Scotis

3483 Akins's “ Archives of N.S.,” 182 n,

5 In more than one American account of Sir W. Pepperrell there is an error as to the way the grandson s »llfmf
obtained his title. Parsons (p. 337) writes of the old baronet, on the death of his son Andrew, having adopted his 1.‘;."‘;‘”"‘\'
grandson “ as heir to his estate and title,” and adds that the latter actually succeeded t» the title in October, 1774.
3 As Sir William’s only son died unmarried, and his grandson, William Sparhawk, was only the sccond son of his
‘f daughter, the title became extinct on his death, since it could descend by heirs male alone. If the grandson
f had had a legal right to the title, it would have descended to him in 1759, when grandfather died, and not, as
Parsons says, in 1775. The fact is, he received the title fifteen years after Sir William’s death as a reward for his .
fidelity to English connection. He inherited the estate in accordance with his grandfather’s wiil, and assumed
the name of Pepperrell by an act of the Massachusett’s legislature. See Ward’s account of the Pepperrells in the
appendix (p. 619) 1o “Journals and Letters of Samuel Curwen” (ed. of 1864). In Appleton’s “Cvelo. of Am,
Biog.” it is actually stated that the grandson assumed his grandfather’s title by an act of the colonial legislature, —From
when not even the imperial parliament could have conferred such a dignity—it is a prerogative of the sovereign, “Thanks|
= £ “the fountain of honour ” under the English constitution. L Quie
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of some individuals on whom they had no claim for favour.”' His tomb even was
neglected for years, until at last it was repaired by a New England lady who claimed a
connection with his family, and it is now an object of interest to the curious tourists who
frequent the pleasant summwer resort that has grown up in the vicinity of his old home
on the picturesque shore of “ hundred harboured Maine.”?

France had heard with dismay of the loss of Cape Breton which she now recognized
as the key to her possessions on the St. Lawrence, and made two efforts to recover it
belore the war closed in 1748. One of the noblest fleets that ever sailed from the shores

of France, under the command of M. de la Rochefoucauld, the Duke d’Anville, was scat-

tered to the winds while on its way to the island, and the unfortunate admiral himself

died of an apoplectic seizure while counting his losses in the harbour of Chebouctou.’
The unfortunate nobleman was a member of one of the oldest and most illustrious
families of France, immortalized by the author of the famous maxims and memoirs
which still remain unequalled for their literary taste and style, and their wealth of astute
and practical philosophy. While distinguished for a highly cultured mind, he appears to
have had no experience at sea, though he had entered the naval service of France at an
early age. It is easy to understand that the disasters that overwhelmed his noble fleet
should have so disturbed his sensitive brain as to canse his sudden death. Canadian his-
torians have heretofore given his place of burial as a small island at the entrance of Halifax
harbour, generally believed to be George’s Island where Cornwallis in 1849 landed a
number of settlers and a fort was subsequently erected for the protection of the new town.
[t has, however, recently come to light that the duke’s body was not allowed to remain
for any long time on English soil. It appears from an official report of Monsieur Desber-
biers * who became governor of Cape Breton after its formal surrender in the July of 1749,
that he obtained a promise from Coionel Hopson, the English governor of the island, that
the duke’s remains should not be disturbed at Cheboucton, but that they should be sent
to Louisbourg, if the place of burial could be found. This promise, the French governor

! Parson’s “Life of Pepperrel ;
S. A. Drake, “Nooks and Corners of the New England

work is given a bibliographical and critical review of the &

? (N.Y., 1875) p. 147. In App. IX and X to this

h and French authorities on the siege of 1745.

The news of the sailing of this expedition created great consternation in New England, and towards the end

of September, says an eye witness, Dr.William Doug

1or of “Summary of the British Settlements” (See App.

X to this work) 6460 men from the country, wel

med, appeared on the Boston Common ; some of them from
Brookfield travelled 700 miles in two days. each with a pack (in which was provision for 14 days) of about a
bushel corn weight.” Supplications went up from all the pulpits for assistance in the hour of need, and Rev.
Thomas Prince, who had a year before preached a thanksgiving sermon on the fall of Louisbourg (See App. X.)
now fervently prayed in the old South Church at Boston, when he heard the windows rattle with the coming of the
storm.
“ Oh Lord ! we would not advise,
But if in thy providence For my soul was all on flame,
A tempest should arise, And even as I prayed,
To drive the French fleet hence,
And scatter it far and wide,

This was the prayer I made,

The answering tempest came,
It came with a mighty power,

Or sink it in the sea Shaking the windows and halls,
We should be satisfied, And tolling the bell in the tower,
And thine the glory be.” As it tolls at funerals.

—From Longfellow’s “Ballad of the French Fleet,” October, 1746; Mr. Thomas Prince loquitur. See Prince’s
“Thanksgiving Sermon on the Salvation of God in 1746” (Boston, 1746.)

t Quebec Documents, iii, 455-456.
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informs us, was promptly kept. The ship Grand Esprit,
brought the body to the French port, where it was received with all the honours which
were due to the rank and birth of so distingnished a man. It was buried in the parish or
king’s chapel, at the foot of the altar in the sanctuary, with all the solemnn ceremonial of

i the month of September,

the Roman Catholic Church; and here his dust, in the course of years, mingled with the
ruins of the citadel which was levelled to the

oround when the fortifications
troyed in 1760

wer: des-

But the misfortunes of the French dia not cease with the sudden death of the un-
lucky duke. His successor, M. d Estournelle. committed sui
and the remnant of the areat fleet which was to restore th

ide in a fit of despondency,

» fortunes of France in America
returned home without having even succeeded in capturing the half-ruined fort at Anna-

polis. Another fleet under M. de St. George and the Marquis de La Jonguiere—-the latter
of whom had accompanied the former flee

and was afterwards governor of “anada—
never reached its destination but was defeated, as already stated, off Cape Finisterre by
admirals Anson and Warren, and it was for his services on this o

:casion that Warren was
made a knight of the Bath.

VI. REVIEW OF EVENTS FROM THE RESTORATION OF CAPE DBRETON TO FRANCE IN 1748
UNTIL THE SECOND SIEGE AND TAKING OF LOUISBOURG IN 1758

1

But while storm and battle kept the French from Cape Breton, English diplomacy,

careless of colonial interests, restored the island to France by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle !
in return for the commercial | <t of Madras which had been captured by the French in
the east where England and France had already obtained a [oothold

[t is asserted that
extremely unfavourable accor nts, given of the island by Commodore Knowles,” who suc-

ceeded Pepperrell and Warrenin the government of Louishoure, had s
the British ministry in inducing them to
while they attached little importance to a spot which they ieved to possess a barren
soil and exposed to constant fog and storm, it was the persistency of the French to regain

anada that forced the
English ministry te restore it at a fime when the nation was disheartened a

o
of the war on the continent and inclined to call a truc

me influence on
give it up so hastily

but in all probability

possession of so valuable a bulwark to their great dominion in C
t the results

It was only a truce in Europe, “a mere pause in the strugele, during which botl
parties hoped to gain strength for a mightier conflict which they saw impending.” * In
America it was not even a cessation of hostilities until the war was again formally pro-
claimed between France and England in 1756, If we briefly survey the situation previons
to the great contest which ended in the destruction of Louisbourg, and in the loss of
Canada to France, we can see that the latter had been steadily aiming for years {o attain
the supremacy in America.

During the two decades which preceded the loss of

' See App. XVI to this work for text of this treaty so far as it reiates to Cape I

This was the same Knowles, afterwards Admiral, who on a visit to Boston in

wvember, 1747, sent a press
gang ashore to seize men for his ships, in place of a number who had deserted on their arrival.

the result, and Knowles was obliged to let most, if not all, of his recru

Hildreth, “ Hist. of the U. 8.,” ii. 399-400 ; Hutchinson, “ Hist. of Mass.,”

Green, “ History of the English People,” iv. 164.

A gerious riot was
), while he sailed off with his squadron.

il. 386-388.
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(‘anada she was fortunate at having at the head of affairs in that country men

of cool judgment, admirable sagacity and mnational ambition like La Galissomiticie,
Duquesne an” Montcalm. The bravest of them all, Montcalm, was destined by relentless
fate to efface forever by his death on the battlefield those plans of supremacy in America
which the men who preceded him in New France had conceived and inseribed on the
carly page of Canadian history. TIll-supported as La Galissonniere and Duguesne were
by the king and his ministers, engaged in a colossal and losing struggle in Europe, and
more ready to listen to the blandishments of mistresses like the false, worthless Pompa-
dour, than to the claims for aid of the struggling colonists in America, they carried out
their design of establishing France in America with great skili and energy, despite the

relatively feeble means at their command. We have already seen how much had been
achieved before the first fall of Louishourg in establishing forts and means of communi-
cation between the distant possessions of Canada and Louisiana, and confining the Eng-
lish colonists between the Alleghanies and the sea.  If we take up a map of the continent
as it appeared seven years after the restoration of Cape Breton to France, we see clearly
outlined her ambitious designs in the construction of forts and posts at particular points,
chosea with great discretion, on the great lakes, in the Ohio and Mississippi valleys, and
at the entrance of the Gull of St. Lawrence. Conscious of the mistake that was made in
restoring Acadie, they now claimed that its limits did not extend beyond the isthmus of
Chignecto, and proceeded to construct the forts of Gaspereau and Beauséjour on that neck
of land, and also one on the 8t. John river, so that they might control the land and sea
approaches to Cape Breton from the St. Lawrence, where Quebee, enthroned on her
picturesque heights, and Montreal, at the confluence of the Ottawa and the St. Lawrence,
held the keys to Canada. The approaches by the way of Lake Champlain and the Riche-
lien were defended by the fort of St. John, at the northern extremity of the lake, and by
the more formidable works known as Fort Frederick or Crown Point—to give the better
known English name—at the narrows towards the south. The latter was the most advanced
post of the French until they built Fort Ticonderoga or Carillon on a high, rocky pro-
montory at the head of Lake Sacrament, afterwards called Lake George by General
Johnson—a sheet of water always famed for its picturesque charms. At the foot of this
lake, associated with so many memorable episodes in American history, General Johnson,
in 1755, erected Fort William Henry, about fourteen miles from Fort Edward or Lyman,
at the great carrying place on the upper waters of the Hudson. Returning to the St.
Lawrence and the lakes, we find Fort Frontenac, already mentioned, at the eastern end of

Lake Ontario, where the old sleepy city of Kingston now stands. At the other extremity

of this lake was Niagara, the most important key to the west. At Detroit, Mackinaw
and . > Sault the French continued to hold possession of the great lakes. Their commu-
nications, then, between the head of Lake Superior and Quebec were perfect, but between
the great valleys of the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi, over which they claimed
exclusive rights, there was another vallev which became of great importance in the
execution of their scheme of continental dominion. This was the valley of the Ohio,
into which the adventurous men of Pennsylvania and Virginia were already slowly feel-
ing their way in the years succeeding the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. Virginia had received
from the Iroquois a deed which gave it, as its rulers belicved, a sound title to the Great

West, and a company was already formed to occupy Ohio. It was in this valley that we
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find the famous son of Virg nia, George Washington, first entering upon the theatre of

nationa! action, and endeavouring to vindicate the cluims of his countrymen io that rich
region. The astute Duquesne, in furtherance of the plans of his able predecessor, La
Galissonniere, built posts at the northwest approaches of the Ohio, and scized the Vir-
ginian forts at the forks of the river, where the French erected a fort to which they gave
the name of the French governor of the day.

The French and English colonies joined
issue in this valley, which formed so necessary an avenue of cominunication between
Canada and Louisiana ; and when the Seven Years’ War broke out the French had won
the mastery, and their line of communications was complete from the Gulf of Mexico as
far as the shores of Acadie and Cape Breton, by means of a chain of forts at points in the
Mississippi, the Ohio and the St. Lawrence valleys; in fact, from New Orleans to Louis-
bourg.*

The French Canadian plans were developed by high statesmanship and carried out
with military genius, and had there been enough men in Canada to hold the country
and contend against the combined forces of England and her colonies, the deminion of
France might have been assured in America.  The thirteen colonies might well fear the
future, as they saw their security threatened by the posts of France slowly closing around
them, shutting them out of the Ohio valley and on the way to confine them to the narrow
range of country which they occupied between the Atlantic and the Alleghanies, Hap-
pily for the future destiny of the Iinglish colonies, Canada was very much inferior in
wealth and resources to those countries, and incapable of carrying on a long and exhaust-
ive struggle, while France, busy with her ambitious designs in Rurope, gave but a
meagre support to the men who had dreams of founding a mighty empire in America.
When France and England met for the last great struggle in America, the thirteen colo-
nies had reached a population of nearly a million and a quarter of souls, exclusive of the
negroes in the south, while the total number of the people in Canada and Louisiana did

not exceed eighty thousand. In wealth and comfort there was the same disproportion

between the French and English colonies. The foreign trade of the thirteen colonies in
1753—that is to say, of the imports and exports—was estimated at over three million pounds
sterling, while the commerce of Canada could not have exceeded half a million of pounds.
The combined forces of Canadian militia and regular troops were always much inferior
in number to the Dritish and colonial armies when united for the invasion of Canada,

with the support of a powerful fleet; but the great strength of the French colony lay in

the natural barriers between the English colonies and the keys to New France, Quebec
and Montreal, and in the skill with which the approaches by way of Lake Champlain

had been defended by forts at every important point. If the French force was insignifi-

! For an interesting

statement of the French posts in America at the time «f the final strugzle for the supre-
macy on the continent, see Hinsdale, “ The Old Northwest,” i. G4.

See Map No. 1 of Northern D

v I'rance, showing the position of the French posts and forts from Louishourz
to the Mississippi and the Ohio, with the dates of their foundation. 1 a

am indebted for the main outlines to the

map given in Parkman, “ Montcalm and Wolfe,” vol. i. Hinsdale has also a map (vol. i, frontispiece) giving dates
For instance, the
sonneuve founded Ville Marie in 1642, (See Faillon, “ Hist

No doubt Mr. Hinsdale h

of forts, but they are not quite accurate.

f Montreal is given at 1611, whereas M. de Mai-

e la Colonie Frangaise en Canada,” i. 439 ef seq.)
1 1611 commenced a clearing on the island of
Montreal at a point called La Place Royale, but nothing came of his scheme of making an establishiment there.
It was on the same spot that Maisonneuve erected the fix
(Faillon, i. 124-132.)

as been misled by the fact that Champl

st fort for the proteciion and shelter of his litde colony.
But that does not give Champlain any valid claim to be the founder of Ville Marie.
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cant in number, they were as a rule skilfully managed, and in the early part of the
struggl
if there had been even a quarter million of people in Canada the contest could never

the English had no commander to compare with Montcalm for military genius.

have ended so suddenly on the heights of Quebec. In some respects the French Cana-
dians were more manageable in war than the Enelish colonists.  They had none of that
independenee of feeling and disposition to rebel agaiust military discipline that was often
shown by the English colonists, especially of New England, when they accompanied the
recular forces on a campaign. The French Canadians were always ready to obey the
orders of their military governors and chiefs. No legislative bodies existed in Canada to
interfere with and thwart the plans and orders of military commanders, but the whole
(anadian people acted as aunit to be moved and directed at the will of the king's officers.
The Indian tribes from Acadia to the Mississippi, the Ohio and the Illinois were, with the
exception of the Five Nations, always friendly to the French since the days of Cham-
plain—the warm allies of a people who fraternized naturally with them, and it would
have been an unhappy day for the English colonists had eighty or a hundred thousand
(‘anadians been able to arm and, under the skilful generalship of Montcalm, swoop down
with their savage allies on the English colonial settlements. Bat the French of Canada®
were never able, as a rule, to do more than harass, by sudden raids and skirmishes, the
English of America, and at no time in colonial history was the capture of Boston or of
New York by a land force from Canada among the possibilities. The great current of
active thought and enterprise which developes a nation was always with the English
colonies, and though large schemes of ambition stimulated the energies of the bold and
adventurous men to whom the destinies of France were entrusted from the days of
La Salle to those of Montcalm, their ability to found a new empire in America under the
lilies of France was ever hindered by the slow development of the French settlements, by
the incapacity of the king and his ministers in France to grasp the importance of the
situation on this continent, and by their refusal to carry out the projects of men like the
astute La Galissonniere, who at once recognized the consequences of such neglect and
indifference, but found no one ready to favour his scheme of establishing large settle-

ments of rench peasantry in Canada and Louisiana.  France, we see now, had her great

opportunity in America, and lost it forever at Quebec in 1754,

Before we proceed to the record of the second fall of Louisbourg—the first in a chain
of events which led to the conquest of Canada—it is necessary that we should briefly
review the history of the period which elapsed between the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle and
the commencement of the Seven Years’ War. When Enclish statesmen were informed of
the mistake they had made in restoring Cape Breton to France with such reckless haste,
they began to reflect on the best means of retrieving it as far as possible ; and at the sug-
gestion of Nhirley and other colonists they set to work to bring an English population into
Nova Ncotia and to make it a source of strength instead of weakness to the New England
communities. In 1749, the year of the formal surrender of Louisbourg, the city of
Halifax was founded on the west side of the harbour, long known in Acadian history as
(hebouctou—a harbour remarkable for its spaciousness and freedom from ice in winter.
Here, under the directions of Governor Cornwallis, a town slowly grew up at the foot and
on the slopes of the hill, which was in later times crowned by a noble citadel, above
which has always floated the flag of Great Britain.  Then followed the erection of a for

p
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at Chignecto, known as Fort Lawrence in honour of the Eaglish officer who built it—

afterwards governor of Nova Scotia and one of the commanders at Louisbourg in 1758—
and intended to be a protection to the province, constantly threatened by the French and

Indians, who were alw-

ys numerous at the French posts and settlements on the isthmus.
The French constrncted on the northern bank of the Missiquash a fort of five bastions
known as Beauséjour, and a smaller one at Bay Verte, with the object, as previously
stated, of keeping up communications with Louisboure, which they were strengthening
in some measure. At Fort Beauséjour the treacherous Le Loutre continued to pursue his
insidious designs of creating dissatisfaction among the French Acadians and pressing on
them the necessity of driving the English from the former possessions of France. In the
spring of 1755 an English force of regular and colonial troops, chiefly the latter, under the
command of Colonel Monckton,who has given his name to a prosperous citv on the isthmus,
and of Colonels Winslow and Scott, captured the two French forts, and took a @ood many
prisoners, among whom were a considerable number of French Acadians, induced by the
French to assist in the defence of Beaus¢jour. Le Loutre succeeded, during the confusion
on the surrender of the fort, in evading capture, but only to find himself eventually taken

“prisoner by an English ship while on his way to France, and sent to the island of Jersey,

where he was kept in confinement until the end of the war, and from that time disap-
pears from colonial history.! During this same year General Braddock met with his
terrible disaster in the forests west of the Alleghanies, and the Ohio valley was, for the
time being, secured to the French. An expedition, led by Shirley acainst Fort Niagara,
never reached its destination through various misadventures, and another force under
Johnson and Lyman defeated Dieskau, but was unable to achieve the ohject for which it
was formed, the reduction of Crown Point. But the most memorable event of the year,
which has been the subject of warm controversy between French and Eng

ish historians
and the theme of one of the most affecting poems in the English language, was the expul-
sion of the Acadiun French from Nova Scotia.  When Halifax was founded it was decided,
as a matter of necessity, to bring the Acadians more entirely under the control of the
Inglish authorities. They had probably increased since the treaty of Utrecht to at least
ten thousand souls, living for the most part in the Annapolis valley, on the Gaspereaux
and Avon rivers, at Grand Pré at Mines, and at Chignecto. When they were asked to
take the oath of allegiance by Governor Lawrence, they refused to do so unless it was
qualified by the condition that they should not be obliged at any time to take up arms.
It will be remembered that many years before a considerable number, if net the majority,
of the same people had taken this qualified oath, although no one had legal authority to
make such a condition with them.* The feeling of unecasiness that the presence of so

' Dr. Akins in one of his notes to his “ Selections from Nova Scotia Publie D
of the leadin

p. 178) gives a resumé

facts in the life of this inveterate foe of Encland

1

1de use of the A«

1 t unserupulousiy
wiia. Parkman in descr

ng the English from A i

(Montealm and Wolfe, i. 113, 114) says he “was a man of |

to carry out his insidious designs of driy in character

I s egotism, a violent spirit of domination, an

intense hatred of the Engl

, and a fanaticism that stopped at nothing.” He appears to have been a treacherous

soldier in the guise of a priest. His ecclesiastical superiors rebuked him in vain-- he cared little for their approval,
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England.
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French inhabitants of the Annapolis

river an unconditional submission ; but with this excepticn the Fronch wonld never take the oath of a

without an express exemption from all liability to bear arms. It is cert

iance
1in, however, that this concession was

large
alwa
the :
actue
were
whil
of se
and
and
the |
the 1
aoreatl
1)1".\‘
tion
wher
Prote
time
(hl'\‘\'
to rel
(ana
land
lister
tion ¢
have
lead
purp
in A1
but,
desir
cate
Ingl
their
La T
not
men,
and r
wher
100 O
|
the [
the G
laid «

never !
officers
A cadia




ilt it—
[758—
:h and
hmus.
stions
iously
ening
ne his
1 on
n the
erthe
1mus,
many

y the

asion

aken

TSey,

isap-

1 his
' the
rara,
nder
ol it
year,
lans
pul-
ded,
the
east
aux
li:tb
was

ms.

CAPE BRETON AND IS MEMORIALS. 683

large a body of people, undoubtedly, and naturally, in sympathy with the French, had
always created among the English colonists, was not only intensified Ly the obstinacy .
the Acadians in this particular, but by the knowledge that a number of them had been
actually captured at Fort Beaus¢jour with arms in their hands. The people of England
were much prejudiced against them, and believed that they could never enjoy any security
while the Acadians continued to maintain their attitude of nominal neutrality, but actually
of secret hostility to Ingland. They Lad always supplied Louisbourg with provisions
and helped to build the French forts on the isthmus, and it was difficult for Lawrence
and his officers to obtain any assistance from them in the same way. The war between
the French and English had never really ceased in America, and it was well known that
the hollow truce in Europe would be broken at any moyaent ; and in the presence of the
great danger that threatened the English colonies, they had some ground for fearing the
presence of a large body of people who assumed the extraordinary and unjustifiable posi-
tion of neutrals in a country which was England’s by rights of conquest and treaty, and
where they could and did enjoy an amount of political and religious liberty which no
Protestant enjoyed in Catholic Europe. The English authorities refused to allow them
time to remove to French territory under the natural fear that such a step would only
directly strengthen the French in Canada.  The position of this people in Acadia, it is well
to remember, would have been very different from that alterwards occupied by the French
Canadians during the war of independence. In the one case it was a war between Eng-
land and their old mother France, and it would have been difficult for them to refuse to
listen to emissaries, who would be certainly urging them to take up arms for the restora-
tion of the old régime. Their neutrality, under all the circumstances of the case, would
have been extremely trying; indeed. in this last supreme strugele their hearts would
lead them to take a part.  In the second case, France had disappeared to all intents and
purposes from the new world, and the war was between England and her own children
in America, and there was no possible hope of restoring the old days of French dominion,
but, on the contrary, the people saw in the Quebee Act the evidence of a unanimous
desire to treat them justly. Dut while there are some extenuating circumstances to miti-
gate the unfavourable verdict which history scems generally disposed to pass against the
English authorities for this hasty expatriation of the Acadian French from their homes in
their old Acadian land where they had been living since the days of De Poutrincourt and
La Tour, one will always regret that the men who represented England in those days had
not run a risk on the side of human clemency, rather than have driven thousands of
men, women and children from their pleasant homes by the sides of the beautiful bays
and rivers of Nova Scotia, and scattered them far and wide among the English colonies,
where they were so many sad-hearted exiles and unwelcome strangers, to whom charity
too often doled out a pittance with a reluctant hand.

In 1756 the war between France and England was publicly proclaimed. In Europe
the four great poweis of France, Spain, Russia and Austria combined to crush Frederick
the Great, whose sole ally was England. The basis of the present German Empire was
laid on the field of Rossbach where the great representative of Protestantism defeated and

“ate
officers, their action was repudiated by their superiors.” ¢ Nar. and Crit. Hist. of Am.,” art. on “The Straggle in

never made by anyone in authority ; and in the two instances in which it was apparently granted by subor

Acadia and Cape Breton,” v. 409.
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almost annihilated the French army by an effort of the most remarkable military genius A
that the world has ever witnessed, but it is not in the old world, with its conflict of and t
dynasties and national ambitions. that the war resulted in consequences of the most undex
moment to mankind. If Frederick prepared the way for the unity of Germany by his bour ¢
successes, we must at the same time place among the results of the Seven Years’ War the energ
conquest of that wondrous eastern empire which, from the earliest times, has attracted the decrd
admiration of nations. India with its great shrines of faiths, which were old when chris- Amer
tianity came to purify the world by its humanizing influences, with its glittering stores the E
of diamonds and its barbaric ornaments of gold and silver to excite the rapacity of con- war—
quering armies, with its palaces and monuments of curious architectural skill—India was late tc
won at Plassy by the genius of Clive ; and now from Ceylon to the Himalayas an English {orce
viceroy represents English order and law in his white marble palace on the banks of the Henr)
Hughli. One hundred and thirty years after the victory of Plassy there was living in his {l¢
this castern palace a viceroy ' who had come there direct from the old French province in fleet,
America,—[rom that Canadian coantry which, under the rule of England, has grown up ments

: to a vast dominion extending between two oceans since the days when it was won on the

Cape
field of Abraham by Wolfe, whose name must always be associated with Quebec just as

the memory of Clive must ever live in the great province of Bengal. India, the United
States, and the Dominion ef Canada are the heritage of the war which drove France from
the eastern and western hewispheres.

Whilst Frederick was laying the foundations of an empire, which was a century
later to hurl a French emperor from his throne and inflict a tremendous blow on the pride
of France, the conflict between England and her great rival in America was chielly

I
7
~

sig
remarkable for the incapacity of English commanders on land and sea. Earl Loudoun* ([l,\i‘l:"}’\
the commander-in-chier, arranged a campaign against the French on Lake Champlain and e
against Louisbourg which ended only in disaster wnd humiliation for England. The forts Yoot
at Oswego, the most important on the frontiers of the Iinglish colonies, and always ‘]'tl*"
regarded with great disfavour by the French who cccupied Fort Frontenac on the opposite 0 .\‘1
side of Lake Ontario, were successfully attacked and destroyed by Montcalm. The ener- ]11;\1117‘
getic French general then procecded, a year later, to storm Fort William Henry and largely i
owing to the incapacity or pusiliuniinity of General Webb who could have marched to the g

assistance of the besieged from Fort Fdward, the brave S

: A of cop
Scotch officer, Lieutenant-Colonel !

. lrae . : ‘ . contre
Monro, then in command of this important defence of the northeastern frontier, was )
: g . - 3 : % epoch
obliged to surrender. After the capitulation of this fort a large number of helpless men, E
g : . ; \\'uu](
women and children were barbarously murdered by the body of Indians that accom- Yool
: 2 ¥ Sy F ot e Z colom
i panied the French—one of the saddest episodes in American history, which must always \
| : ; : : : ey : ; & y
: dim the lustre of Montcalm's victories, though it is now generally admitted that the :
: A \ { = vy . i tion o
! French general himself was not responsible for the treachery of his Indian allies, but
used his most earnest efforts—even at the risk of his own lifoe—to save the Enelish when S
! the savages were mad with lust for the blood of their enemies.
§ bringin
{ ! This special reference here is to Lord Dufferin, who was a very popular governor general of Canada from 1872 The ¢
§ to 1878, but in addition to him two other distinguished governors-general have occupied the same exalted posi- forced t
; tion—Lord Elgin thirty years ¢ and the Marquess of Lansdewne since 1888, the con
‘ Of whom it was said “ he is like St. George on the signs; always on horseback, but never rides on,” Frank- to cons!
lin’s Autobiography (Sparks), vol. i. p. 219. the tre:
. > s 1 - o 4y s ” = 16 ”
' See Parkman’s graphic account of this disgracef:| affair, “ Montealm and Wolfe,” i. 474-514.  Capt. Jonathan histori
§ . : £ X P s R orie
Carver has a narrative of the massacre (“ I'ravels through the Interior Parts of North America,” ed. of 1779, pp. :

205-308), to which he nearly fell a victim.
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At sea the results were equally discouraging for the English. Filteen ships of the line
and three frigates, under the command of Admiral Holbourne, and twelve thov sand troops
under the command of Earl Loudoun himself, assembled in the har-
bour of Halifax in the July of 1757, but owine to the absence of //ff%
energy and celerity of movement from the very day the project was M g Y
decided upon in England, until after the arrival of the fleet in %
America, the French were able to get reinforcements of ships and men into Louishourg, «:nd
the English admiral and general came to the resolve—so strange for Englishmen in time of
war—to run no risk in attacking the fortress. Loudoun returned to New York but teo
late to retrieve the ivjury he had done to the northern colonies by withdrawing so large a
force from the frontier at a critical period, when Montcalm was marching on Fort William
Henry wifth such unfortunate results for the English interests. Holbourne sailed wvith
his fleet for Louisbourg, and alter an unsuccessful half-hearted attempt to draw the French
fleet, then safely moored under the guns of the town, into an engagement even the cle-
ments combined against him, and when he had lost a number of his vessels on the rocky
Cape Breton coast, he returned to England to tell the story of his discreditable failure.!

It was time indeed that the genius of Pitt should be enlisted in the service of his coun-
trymen. The qualities of a mere political trickster like
the Duke of Newcastle were not those that could save
England in this hour of her necessity, when her colonies
in America were threatcued by the intrepidity and skill
of the men who were endeavouring to carry out the bold

desions of France with the limited resources that their country placed in their hands.
Pitt 71)0'\.5(‘»“(1 all the qualities necessary at this national crisis.  His impassioned eloquence
touched a sympathetic chord in the hearts of his countrymen. His self-confidence inspired
hopefulness in all those with whom he conferred. His cool judgment and energy of char-
acter enabled him to carry out successfully the bold designs his fertile brain conceived.
His popularity rested not on the favour of the aristocracy, but on the support of the great
middle class of the people. It happened with England then, as it happens almost always
in a great national emergency. The necessities of the times gave birth to a man capable
ul‘mni}illu’ successfully with the difficulties of the situation. It was Pitt’s good fortune to
control the destinies of England at a time when she was entering on the most remarkable
epoch of her history ; an epoch which was to be famous for victories in Asia and America,
would place her in the foremost rank of nations, and make her the centre of a vast
colonial empire such as the world never saw, even in the days when Rome was mistress’

When Pitt was recalled to office in July 1757, it was too late to prevent the humilia-

7
tion of England through the incompetency of Holbourne, Loudoun and Webb, and the

See App. X, (last pacagraph,) to this work for reference to authorities on this unfortunate expedition.

“« \When the disasters of the war drove Newcastle from office, in Nov., 1756, Pitt became secretary of
bringing with him into office his relatives, Gecrge Grenville and Lord Teruple, as well as Charies Tewns
The Fouse was full of Newcastle's creatures, the King hated him, and only four mounths after taking office he was
forced to resigii. The Duke of Cumberland insisted on his dismissal in April, 1757, before ke would start to take
the command in Germany. In July, however, it was necessary to recall him. The failure of Newcastle’s attempt
to construct an administration forced the duke to a junction with his rival, and while Newcastle took the lLiead of
the treasury, Pitt again became secretary of state.” Green. “ Hist. of the English people,” iv. 177, The same

(=180

historian has an excellent review of Pitt's character and ability, pp.
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year 1757 closed with Montcalm triumphant in America. But while France, governed

by an impure woman, neglected to give adequate support to her brave sons in Canada,
Lngland rallied to the support of Pitt and the whole nation felt a confidence in the future
which it had not felt for many years under the administration of his predecessors. On the
continent of Europe Pitt contented himself with giving the largest possible subsidies of

mouey to his great ally, Frederick, and by entrusting the command of the English and

Hanoverian forces to the hest of his generals, Ferdinand Prince of Brunswick, in place of

the incompetent Dnke of Cunmberland. The viciories of Rossbach, Leuthen and Minden

were the answers that Frederick gave to the great nglish minister for the confidence he
reposed in his ability to cope with the four great powers, then combined with Saxony Lo
destroy Prussia and bring England to the t

et of France, by invading her territory and

orable victory on the

marching into her very capital. Hanover was saved by the me
Weser. and England was spared the humiliation and perits of an invasion by the destrue-

tion of a French fleet by Admiral Hawke in Quiberon Bay.

VII. SiEGE AND TAKIN oF LoUISBOURG 1NV 175% BY AMHERST AND BoscAwEeN

‘While the military genius of Frederick and the inspiring statesmanship of Pitt were

successfully thwarting the ambitious plans of Frunce and uer ullies in Europe the Eng-

lish minister had decided on a vizorous camp.ign in

VA4 : : . ; .
/ b, America.!  With that intuitive sagacity vwhich he poss-
/ : /& 9‘" essecc above most viem for recognising ability in others

for the purpose in view, he chose General Amherst,

a2

/4 Adwiral Be-rwen and DBrigadier-General "Volfe as pos-
sessiv @ those gualit o, the want of which in Loudoun and Holbourne had brougut disaster
vpon the English arms. Unhappily he was forced, for =

the time being, by strong influences around him to retain /[(d ﬁ?(}d Cé M
General Abercromby at the uead of on: of the expedit-~~ A

ions in America, but he hoped wiih ot! that the advice an? co-operation of Lord Howe

~ would keep up the courage of the

% ’ LTI LE 7 army, and prevent any blunders
on the part of the slow and obtuse

soldicr in command. 'The plan of the campaign wlich opened i 1758 was to send three
expeditions simultaneously against the three all important French positiors held by the
French in the Ohio Valley, on Lake Chumplain and at the entrance of the Gulf of St. Lo w-
rence. General Forbes, a resolute Scotch veteran, was to march on Fort Drquesne,
General Abercrombie was to lay siege to Crown Point and Ticondew ga, and Geneiul
Amherst with Admiral Boscawen was to ait -+ X% the fortress of Louisbourg, which was
acknowledged as the key of the St. Lawrence. That formidable fortress once reduced,
the French would have no place of rendezvous at the mouth ¢! the gulf, and the English

! “He [Pitt] felt that the stake he was playing for wa~ something vast=r than Britain’s standing a. wng the

powers of Europe. Even while he attacked Frederick in Germany, his eye was not on the Weser bt on the Hu

1

1

and St. Lawrence.” Green, “Hist. of the English People,” i~ 195, See Parkman, “Moutcalm and Welfe,” i. 39,
105 1i. 380,
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fleet and. army could proceed with greater security to the siege of the capital of Canada,
on whose rocky heights the French believed themselves almost impregnable.

Whilst Louisbourg had been in the possession of the English until the peace of Aix-
la-Chapelle, they had repaired the breaches in the walls besides erecting a large wooden
barracks in the Queen’s bastion, but it does not appear that they strengthened the fortifi-
cations in any essential respects. When the French regained possession of the town,
the engineer Franquet was sent out by the government of France for the purpose of mak-
ing it more capable to resist the attack which they knew must be made upon it some time
or another. An additional battery of twenty guns was erected at Point Rochefort, and
another at the lighthouse to command the shipping and assist the island battery in pro-
tecting the entrance to the harbour. Both of these defences had been contemplated in the
original plan of the works, but they were not constructed when Louisbourg was first

besieged by the New England troops. The original plan also contemplated a battery of

fifteen guns near the entrance, to the southwest of the careening cove, but it does not
appear to have been built before the second siege. Between the Maurepas and Princess
bastions there was constructed a curtain of masonry and another between the Princess
and the Queen’s bastivn as those were relatively weak portions of the defences. It may be
that Franquet was not well qualified to perform the task assigned to him, but at all events

there is some probability in the accusation which French writers have made that there
was great neglect on ithe part of the oflicers in charge of the works, as well as peculation
practiced by the officials generally!!  On the whole, we may come to the conclusion that
while theie were doubtless defects in the fortifications, from the causes just stated, it is
quite certain that they were in a much better condition to stand a prolonged siege than in
1745. The fortifications were well defended by cannon und mortars, and there was a large
fleet in the port and a considerable force of regular soldiers and militia in the town,
althiongh, as the issue proved, the whole strength of Louisbourg was quite unequal to
keep up a defence forany length of time against the military skill which led the English
army and fleet. Had France been able to cope with England on the sea, Louisbourg
might never have fallen and Canada have been saved to France, or, at all events, it would
not have passed so easily into the possession of England. The fleets that were intended
for the relief of Canada were intercepted and defeated by the naval skill and indomitable
courage of the English sailors. The incompetency and pusillanimity shown by Hol-
bourne, when it was contemplated to attack Louisbourg in 1757, were very rare in Eng-
lish naval annals. Indeed, Admiral Byng was sacrificed to the public opinion of the day
that if English sailors were beaten thiere must be gross negligence or cowardice, only to
be wiped out by disgrace and death. In 1757, Admiral Osborn prevented a French fleet
from passing through the Straits of Gibraltar on its way to America, while Admiral
Tiawke forced another, just sailing to Louisbourg, to find protection under the guns of
the fort of Aix and in the shallow waters of the Charente. Had these naval expeditions
reached Canada, Quebec and Louisbourg might have long resisted the attacks of the Eng-
lish naval and military forces, but happily for Boscawen and Amherst, only a few ships
had arrived at Louisbourg before the English fleet anchored in Gabarus Bay at daybreak

on the 2nd of June.

I See the very muifavourable estimate of Franquet and the officials generally in a memoir attributed to a Scotch

soldier of fortune, Chevalier Johnstone—App. IX to this work.
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When this event happened, there were in the harbour fourteen French men of war ; two
carrying 74 guns each, four 64, one 50, three 36, one 32, one 30, and two 16, or an ageregate
of five hundred and sixty-two guns. Nearly three thousand men composed the crew of
these vessels, which, had they been managed with the same intrepidity and skill which
the garrison of the town displayed, Amherst and Boscawen would have found the task
before them much less easy of accompiishment. The governor and commandant, Chevalier
Drucour, had ander his orders a regular force of about three thousand four hundred men,
besides officers, and seven hundred militia drawn from the inhabitants of the island,
beside a considerable bund of Indians whose exact number has not been ascertained, but
probably exceeding three hundred in all.' In addition {o these fighting forces, there was
in the town a population of four thousand persons, men, women and children belonging
to Louisbeurg and adjacent harbours.

Since 1749, when the island was given up to the
French, the French population of the island had considerably increased, and there were
altogether in 1758 from three to four thousand people living at Louisbourg, Port Tou-
louse, Spanish Harbour, St. Anne’s, Mira, Ile Madame, Inganiche, and Labrador as the
Bras d’Or was then called. Communication had been opened with Port Toulouse, the
most populous and flourishing settlement outside of Louisbourg, at a very great expense,
by the Count de Raymond, when governor of Cape Breton, but all the writers who refor

1 to this subject unite to condemn it as a useless expenditure, calenlated to give facilities

\ to an enemy to attack Louishourg by land and obtain possession of the heights which
command the town. The town was well supplied with provisions and military stores, as
the English found after the capitulation. The walls were defended by two hundred and
eighteen cannon and seventeen mortars, and there were forty-four large cannon in reserve
for a time of need.

The English naval and military forces that made their appearance off the Bay of
Gabarus on that June day were the most formidable in ships, men and armament that
have ever appeared in the eastern waters of the Dominion. The naval force was com-
posed of twenty-two ships of the line, sixteen frigates, a sloop or corvette, and v o fire-
ships, which carried in the aggregate cighteen hundred guns, and was under e orders

4 of the Hon. Edward Boscawen, who hoisted his flag as admiral of the blue on the Namun,
i i a noble ship of ninety guns. The second in authority was Sir Charles Hardy, vice-admiral
of the white, whose pennant flew {rom the masthead of the Royal William, a ship of
eighty guns. One hundred and twenty transports carried a train of artillery and some

companies of colonial rangers and of carpenters —the latter under the Colonel Meserve

' The French forces, exclusive of inhabitants and Indians, were coniposed as follows:

The Second Battalion of the Regiment of Volontai

e Artois . ..

e

Bourgogne ..........

“

Cambilge ¢oiiivive

Totabe.cde i PR CTRA e  Es 3,400

Jrown (“ Hist. of Cape Breton ) and Parkman (* Montcalm and Wolfe ”
giving 3400 and the latter 3,080. Murdoch (” Hist. of Nova Scotia”
account of the si

) differ as to the number—the former

) agrees with Brown. The author of the
ee, generally attributed to Clievalier Johnstone, (see App. IX to this work) places the strength of
the regiments at 3,740 (“ Quebec Doe,,” iii. 485.)
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two already mentioned in the account of the first siege. These forces were under the com-
gate mand of General Amherst, and were divided into three brigades, under the orders of
w of 3rigadier-Generals Whitmore, Lawrence and Wolle, respectively.
hich The expedition reached its destination full of enthusiasm and without any accident
task ' after leaving Halifax. Soldiers and sailors had complete confidence in their officers, among
alier whom Wolfe already occupied a conspicuous position for his great courage, his remark-
men, : able resolution and energy, despite his feeble health, and his determination to win fresh
land, laurels for his country on a continent where its armies had so far met with few suc-
but cesses. The issue proved that Pitt had made a wise choice when he took that young
was soldier as the hope of England in the conflict which was now to be fought out to the
ging bitter end on the continent of America.
- the Although the fleet arrived off Gabarus Bay on the 2nd of June, it was not until the
were 8th of the same month that a landing could be effected. It is rarely that there is no surf
Tou- rolling on the noble beach of shingle and sand that stretches for several miles around the
the 5 =

; ! The following is a list of the ships composing the English fleet :

the The Naviir 90 ouns .. { Admiral the Hon. E. Boscawen. | Devonshire ........ 66 guns .. Capt. Gordon.
nse, i s st i Capt Buekles Bedford “ e

f Rear-Admiral Sir Chas. Hardy. | Captain “« ., % Amherst.

ofar Royal Williata... S0 < o S i :
[(“illl. Il\{lll‘\},I o S Prince Frederick... 6+ “ .. «  Mann.
) . . : Con o i ell. . - i
res Princess Amelia.. 80 “ { l'«y}[ I]“l}‘));.;)\'-‘ S shieh Pembroke -....... O X ¢ Simcoe.
apl. bre .
e =i < T e Kingston..... Lol P R L e
hich Perpible - covi-vs a0 onnt. Colling; > 5 : Sy
; : o e YOIk el P e i LT
S, as Northumberiand.. 70 ¢ .. “ Tord Colville. e : :
2 = B Prince of Orange ... 60 “  Ferguson.
and Vanouard. . ...... 0 Swanton. : o
an : - 2 e Peflianca. - oo o 0. 60 e Lo~ Baird:
Oxiord. o s 70 T Spry. S :
oYve Basford g« i b Nottinghane . ... 60 % ¢ =% Marshall
L Surford < vociii il g . ¥ ier. 2 i
: = Genturion: o wioi b Saace & Mantell:
Somerset o0 . a0 e e Finohen : S ? i z
S - « S 1 Sutherland .......<b0 © .. Rous
- ot Lancaster ....... 70 Edgcumbe.
/ O

1 The Dublin, 74, which brought Amherst to Louisbourg was sent back to Halifax, and the general went on
that board the Namur. In addition to the large ships, there were the fricates Juno, Gramont, Nichtingale, Hunter,
om- ‘ Boreas, Hind, Trent, Port Mahon, Diana, Shannon, Kennington, Scarborough, Squirrel, Hawk, Beaver, Tyloe (sloop-

of war) and Halifax; the Etna and Lightning fireships, and 118 transports, carrying the following land forces,

e
e according to Brown in his “IHistory of Cape Breton,” p. 295:

lers 1st Regiment, Royals. ..ccoee vouuves Seties R . 854 | 45th Regiment, Warburton’s..... .... AL 852
1ur, ; 15th % Amberste o i G A 763 i7th 5 Basgelles? clisis it G aldan 856
iral 17th b ForheRt oo o L R S 650 | 48th ¢ Webbia st st isonn 7982
, 22nd 2 Whitmiore's o oo o or e . 910 | 58th o Anstrutherc oo s s Gornn 615
» of 28th & Brapmicos ssutoi it G s 627 | 60th i 2nd Battalion, Monckton’s........ 925
me 10th = HoOpSON'S scos scvves sasansvescsees 655 | 60th 44 srd 12 Lawrence's........ Sl4
o S5th £ OfwayB rcaciisaiine o, e T D = EPRZOFR Lol v Laiia s e . 1084
Also five companies of Rangers, a brigade of artillery and engineers and 200 carpenters, altogether exceeding
12,000 men, exclusive of officers and troops left for the defence of Halifax, consisting of the 43rd Regiment, under
Colonel Kennedy, of 659 men, and detachments from the 1st, 29th, 35th, 45th, 47th, second battalion of 60th and
78th Regiments, and artillery, in all 1,600 men. Brown’s acconnt differs from Parkman, “ Montealm and Wolfe,”
ii. 56, who puts the whole force of soldiers, including Provincial Rangers, at 11,000. Entinck, * Hist. of the Late
War,” iii. 221-222, gives the number at 11,936 ; Knox, in his “ Journal,” i. 127, at 11,112, besides officers, artillery
and Rangers. Murdoch, “ Hist. of Nova Scotia,” ii. 337, follows Entinck, and adds 324 artillery, or 12,260 in all.

Mante, “ History of the War,” is probably correct in the statement that only 9,900 were fit for duty.
Entinck, (iii. 227, n.) describes as follows an important part of the land forces: “Our light infantry, High-
landers and Rangers, the French termed the English savages, perhaps in contradistinction to their own native
Indians, Canadians, etc., the true I'rench savages. * fome were dressed in blue, some in green jackets and
oh drawers, for Atlu‘ easier brushing throngh the woods, with ruffs of black bear-skins ronnd their r'un-k.s: the beard of
e ansir upper 11|.».-, some grown mln‘\\)n»gker?‘, others not so, but all \\’f‘.li smutted on that part, with little round hats
L of like several of our seamen. *  The Rangers are a body of irregulars, who have a more cut-throat savage

appearance, which carries in it something of natural savages; the appearance of the light infantry has in it more
of artificial savages.”

B ANy L
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exposed bay which has witnessed two of the most memorable episodes in the history of
British North America. A southeast wind invariably makes a landing almost impossible
for days. In curious contrast with the good fortune that attended Pepperrell’s expedi-
tion, the weather was in every respect unfavourable for nearly a week. The commanders
were eagerly looking every day for an opportunity of obtaining a footing on the rocky
coast which was defended at important points for five miles by batteries constructed of
earth and trees, so arranged as to conceal a large force of some three thousand regulars,
inhabitants and Indians, which Drucour had stationed on the appearance of the fleet to

prevent a landing. At last, on the Sth, the weather became sufficiently favourable, and

the three brigadier-generals in command of their respective divisions made all their
arrangements for a landing.! In order to distract the attention of the French from Fresh-
water or Kennington Cove, where it was decided that Wolfe should make the real
attack, the divisions under Lawrence and Whitmore proceeded at first as if they intended
to try a landing at Flat Point and White Point. Freshwater Cove was defended by a
large force of French commanded by Colonel St. Julien, and hidden behind intrenchments
cunningly devised of spruce trees with their tops outwards so as to deceive an enemy at
very close quarters, and the moment the English came within range of the guns they met
a furious fire from the French. Wolfe faltered before the fierce cannonade and actually
gave the signal to retreat, but by one of those remarkable incidents that sometimes change
the whole current of events three of his officers in the hoats, Lieutenants Hopkins and
Browne, and Ensign Grant—whose names deserve to be always remembered—misunder-
stood the signal, advisedly it is thought, and took it as an order to advance quickly.
Consequently they moved forward impetuously and succeeded in landing on some rocks
which were so situated as to protect them for the moment from the fire of the batteries to
their left. The little body of a hundred men, under the comniand of these three officers,
succeeded in obtaining a foothold among the rocks, and here they were joined without
loss of time by reinforcements under the orders of Wolfe who, like a skilful general. at
once seized the advantage which had been accidentally won for him. A Major Scott was
one of the first to obey the orders, and although he found himself in face of a force very
much greater than his little band of ten that he rallied around him on the rocks he sue-
ceeded in maintaining his position until his comrades joined him and enabled him to
drive off his assailants who were coming up in hot haste to crush him. From the moment
the English made a stand among the rocks, Wolfe recognized the necessity of supporting
the movement and the first success was won. The batteries were very soon taken and
the French seen in full retreat on Louisbourg with a loss of seventy-four prisoners,
including two captains and a considerable number of killed and wounded—probably less
than one hundred—whilst the English loss was fifty killed and fifty-nine wounded, a
small loss when we consider the risk they ran in attacking a large body of well-armed

! The first or right division was composed of detachments of the 1st, 17th, 47th, 4Sth, 55th and 60th Regiments,
led by Brigadier-General Whitmore, Colonels Burton and Foster, and Majors Prevost and Darby.

The second or centre division consisted of detachmenis of the i5th, 22 th, 40th, 45th and 60th Regiments,
under Brigadier-General Lawrence, Colonel Wilmot, Lieutenant-Colonel Handfield, Majors [Tamilton and Hussey.

The third or left division was made up of the 78th Highlanders, five companies of Rangers, twelve companies
of Grenadiers, and a corps of Light Infantry consisting of 550 of the best marksmen to be found in the different
regiments, led by Brigadier-General Wolfe, Colonels Frazer, Fletcher and Murray, and Majors Scott, Murray and

Farqubarson. See intinck, ii. 227, 228 ; Brown, 298,
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men successfully concealed behind cleverly constructed earthworks. By the evening
June the 8th the troops were landed on the shore ol Gabarus Bay, but it was not for
several days later that the artillery and stores could be successfully taken ashore at Flat
Point Cove in consequence of the bad weather and heavy surf.

The encampment of the army was made on a range of low rocky hills just beyond
the reach of the artillery of the town. The lines commenced at I'lat Point Cove and
formed almost a quarter circle of about two miles. The headquarters were placed at the
centre of the encampment which had the advantage of not only the vicinity of a stream of
fresh water but was almost invisible {rom the fortifications on account of the lay of the
land. As soon as the French found that ‘he English had landed their forces, they des-
troyed the grand battery, spiked the guns in the lighthouse battery, and burned down
the storehouses and other buildings around the harbour. General Wolfe immediately
proceeded to the lighthouse point, and took possession of the battery where he mounted
cannon for operations against Goat Island opposite. He established a base of operations
at the little harbour of Lorembec in his rear and erected 2 battery close to the careening
cove to harass and destroy the shipping in the port.

It took several weeks to land all the stores, to build block-houses and redoubts, dig
trenches, and make the investment complete.! DBy a month’s time, however, despite the
furious fire kept up day after day by the besiegers, the investment was complete and the

situnation may be generally described as follows:

At sea the fleet under the command of Admirals Boscawen and Hardy effectually
blockaded the port.

At lighthouse point, and half a mile to the westward of the careening cove, there
were two batteries armed with heavy cannon.

The lines of the encampment to the west of the town were protected by two block-
houses on the left flank to prevent any attack on the rear.

Wolfe constructed another block-house on the Mira road, to secure communication
between the camp and the northeast arm where there was stationed a small detachment
of troops. Three redoubts were erected about nine hundred yards in [ront of the camp to
protect it from any attacks in that direction

The first parallel or intrenchment was constructed from the water’s edge ecast of the
barachois for a distance of five hundred yards and came within six hundred yards of the
nearest salient of the King’s bastion. To give easy and secure access to this work an
epaulement or rampart was constructed of earth and sods mixed with gabions and fascines,
its height being nine feet, its width sixty feet, and its length a quarter of a mile.

The second line of trenches wasnext constructed to the east of the barachois for a dis-
tance of six hundred yards, within four hundred yards of the walls.

The third line of entrenchments was pushed forward from the extremity of the second
line towards the left in an oblique direction, and when completed came to within sixty
yards of the glacis of the Dauphin bastion.

' T have not ¢

the harbour and fortifications in addition to those appended to this work. By reference to the plan of the siege of

1745 the reader can easily follow the short account I have g ven of the operations of 1758, I do not attempt to do

more than describe the salient features of this siege.

1 a special plan of the operations of this siege, as it seems superfluous to give another map of
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A fourth redoubt was built on a little acclivity called n Hill in the vieinity of

the extremity of the epaulement to the first parallel

A fifth redoubt was built by Wolle on the north side of the harbour at the head of

the barachois on a little rising ground, and did very effective work against the Dauphin
bastion.

A sixth redoubt and entrenchment were constructed from six to seven hundred yards
of the Queen’s and Princess’s bastions to divert the attention of the besieged as far as pos-
sible from the Dauphin’s and King’s bastions, the chiel points of attack.

The work of constructing the trenches in front of the foregoing bastions was greatly
facilitated by the fact that Wolfe on the 16th day of July obtained possession of a rising
around, known as hauteur de la potence or Gallow’s Hill, not far from the curtain between
the west gate and the King's bastion. Here the English were able to entrench them-
selves scarcely three hundred yards from the Dauphin bastion, and approach eventually
within two hundred yards of the ramparts.

At the very commencement of the operations roads were constructed from Flat Point
Cove to the headquarters and to the redoubts on Green Iill, in the direction of the
first parallel.

All these works took several weeks to construct amid all the difficulties arising [rom
bad weather and the nature of the ground, which made the construction of roads and the
hauling of the heavy guns and materials very laborious. Indeed the last trench was not
really finished until the day before the town itself capitulated. In the mean time, how-
ever, the besieging force drew nearer every day, and the town was practically condemned
before the construction of the last parallel, as it will be easily seen when we review the
main features of the siege, which lasted in all forty-cight days from the landing on the
shores of Gabarus Bay.

The cannon on Wolfe’s batteries on the rocky hills at the entrance of the harbour,
soon silenced the island battery and forced the French ships to draw closer under the
guns of the fortifications. When the island battery was destroyed, Governor Drucour
recognized the danger of the English ships coming up the harbour, and sank four ships
across the entrance, with their masts fastened together by a strong chain.  Subseqaently,
considering this protection insufficient, he ordered two other ships to be added to the
number. By this time there were only four ships of the line and one frigate in the har-
bour® Two ships, the Bizarre and the Comete, had succecded in getting out of the port
soon after the commencement of the siege, and another, the Echo, also escaped the guns of
the lighthouse battery but only to fall into the hands of the blockading squadron. The
Aréthuse, a frigate of thirty-six guns, commanded by a gallant officer named Vauquelain,
was for some time anchored close to the barachois at the southwest end of the harbour,
and greatly harassed the besiegers engaged in the trenches and other works. If the
Marquis Desgouttes, who commanded the fleef. had shown the same courage and resolu-
tion which Vauquelain displayed, the English would have found their progress greatly

retarded, but he notoriously exhibited either great pusillanimity or remarkable incapacity.
At the very beginning he wished to make an effort to return to France, and when Mon-

! The “ British Encyclopaedia ™ (9ih ed.) commits a blunder in saying that “the siege operations were brought
to a successful issue after an investment of six months.”

* For a list of the flest in the port in the first week o: June, and the fate of the vessels, see next page.
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c

sieur Drucour refused to grant him permission to leave the fortress to its fate, he allowed

the great proportion of the officers and crews of the ships to find shelter in the town, to
the discontent of the garrison who found them of relatively little use in the defence.
The commander of the Aréthuse, however, soon found his position near the barachois
too hot as the redoubts and works of the English made progress, and alter making some
repairs to the vessel, he succeeded in evading the Eneglish fleot and reaching France,
though he fell subsequently into the hands of the enemy whilst cruising in the Chan-
nel. Of the five ships that remained in the harbour, three were afterwards destroyed by
fire. which originated from a bomb which fcll upon one of them from the Ene-
lish batteries. The two remaining vessels, the Prudent and the Bienfaisant, were
captured during the night by six hundred sailors under the command of Captains Lefroy

and Balfour, and despite the perfect rain of missiles from the French batteries the Eno-

lishmen destroyed the former as soon as it ran aground and carried the other successfully

out of the harbour.! Then not a single man of war was left out of the fleet of fourteen

vessels that had hoisted the French flag at the commencement of the siege? It is rarely
that one is called upon in the history of naval warfare to record a more sional destruction
of a squadron which effected nothing for the defence and is only redeemed from the
charge of cowardice or of remarkable feebleness by the bravery of Vauquelain, who
proved that had he been in command instead of incompetent Desgouttes, he would certainly
have shown that there were enouch brave men in the little fleet to vindicate the honour
of the French flag and give substantial aid to the hard pressed garrison.

Day by day the lines grew closer to the falling town, the breaches in the fortifications
be.zme larger, great masses of wall began to tumble, and the cannon were dismounted

und rendered useless. Several sorties were attempted, but only one against the sixth

redoubt and entrenchment, constructed by Wolfe to the westward of Black Point, had any
uccess. The French surprised a company of grenadiers that -were stationed in these

'“The renowned Captain Cock, then serving
nt,

Cook subsequently distin

:r on board of one of the British ships of war

co-operated in this expl

d wrote an account of it

1e’s * United States,” iv. 28.

ied himscif at Quebec and he explored the interior,

then entirely unknown to the world. See “ Encyclopadia B

civing a very accurate
account of his great services as a navigator, does not notice

presence at Lo 1758.

The following statement shows the names of the French men of war in Louis

June 1, 1758, and their
subsequent fate:

La Prudent, 74 guns, burned by English in the - 64 guns escaped.
harbour.
L’Entreprenant,74 “ blown up by accidental ex- La Di

50 ¢ sunk at entrance.

36 y o
plosion. Le 38 £ %
Le Capricieux, 64 * set on fire by foregoing acci- I 16 :
dent. I 16 ¢ & v
64 * set on fire by foregoing acci- I 1 escaped.
dent. I 32 captured while attempting

Le Bienfaisant, 64 *  captured by English in har- to escape.
bour. Le Comdte, 30 ¢ escaped.
The foregoing statement is made up from the most authentic sources. It appears that six vessels were sunk at
the entrance of the harbour by the governor’s orders—five men of war as above, and another, either La Ville de
St. Malo (a merchantman) or an English prize, to which allusion is made in the memoir attributed to Chevalier John-

stone (App. !

The same memoir gives the number of sunken ships at five, but Drucour and oth

18 place it at
six altogetl

four on t} s first occasion and two subsequently. Parkman (* Montealn and Wolfe”
an imperfect list of the ships in the port, the 1’

i. 54 n.) gives
beira omitted. Murdoch (“ Hist. of N. S. il 337,”) is also

incorrect in some particulars.
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works, and although it was much inferior in numbers, it kept back the assailants until
they were drawn off’ by reinforcements from headquarters. In this affair there were con-
siderable losses in killed and wounded on both sides, Lord Dundonald, who commanded
the grenadiers, and three captains of the French force being among the number. The
situation of the French in the town became more desperate every day, and there was no
prospect of aid coming to them by land or sea. A French officer, M. de Boishébert, was
during the greater part of the siege at Mira with a force of at least three thousand French
and Indians, mostly from St. John’s Island, but the English had warning of their
approach on the night of the 11th of July, and a detachment under Major Sutherland
easily beat off’ the advance party—not more than one hundred men, it is said,—and that
was the last that was heard of M. de Boishébert and his companions. So furious was the
fire of the besiegers’ batteries that it destroyed the greater portion of the stone citadel,
affording accommodation for the principal barracks, a chapel and the governor’s quarters,
the last being alone saved from the flames. Bombs and shells fell even into the hospital,
so that the surgeons were obliged to stop constantly in the performance of their oper-
ations. The large wooden barracks in the Quecn’s bastion was burned, and even the
casemates in the King’s bastiou, in which the women and children huddled together,
became unsafe. When at last the fortifications were tumbling down in all directions on
the west front, and great gaps were visible in the Dauphin’s, Queen’s and King’s bastions
and not more than a dozen cannon were reported as really serviceable, the French gover-
nor decided to capitulate. The crisis had come at last in the siege. The English admiral
and general had determined on a general assanlt when M. Drucour came to this con-
clusion. At first he asked for the same honours of war that the French had eranted to
Greneral Blakeney and his garrison at Port Mahon in 1756, but the general and admiral
would not entertain the proposition. The governor was prepared to maintain the siege
still longer, and sent a messeneer to comnunicate his intention to the Enelish. Then M.
de Prévost, the intendant, on behalt of the citizens, strongly urged him to surrender, as it
was clearly impossible to hold the town for any length of time, and the consequence of
further resistance would be a useless waste of life. The messenger was recalled before
he reached the English headquarters and authorized to take back an answer accepting the
terms which Amherst and Boscawen had laid down in the first instance. These terms
provided that the troops in Louisbourg and St. John’s Island should be prisoners oi’ war
and be carried to England in British ships, that the artillery and stores of all kinds in the
islands in question should be delivered up, and that the inhabitants of the colony who
had not carried arms should be sent to France at the first opportunity. On the morning
of the 27th of July the English took possession of the west gate, and the cross of

George was hoisted on the ramparts of a fortress whose days of glory were ended, and
which was destined very soon afterwards to disappear from the pages of history.'

U Articles of capitulation between their Excellencies Admiral Boscawen and Major-General Amherst and his
Excellency the Chevalier Drucour, governor of the island of Cape Breton, of Louishourg, the island of St. John
and their appurtenances :

“I. The garrison of Louisbourg shall be prisoners of war, and shall be carried to England in the ships of his
Britannic Majesty.

“IL All the artillery, ammuaition, provisions, as well as the arms of any kind whatever, which are at present
in the town of Louisbourg, the islands of Cape Breton and St. John's and their appurtenances, shall be delivered,

without the least damage, to such commissioners as si.all be appointed to receivs them, for the use of his Britannic
.
Majesty.
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The English obtained possession of 221 cannon, 18 mortars, 7,500 muskets and a great

officers and men, of whom 3,301 were soldiers

quantity of stores and provisions;
and 2,606 sailors, became prisoners of war. In addition to the men under arms there were
in the town a large number of inhabitants, merchants and fishermen with their families,
and these persons were eventually sent to La Rochelle, in France, and Louisbourg forever
bade farewell to the people who had been living for years under the flag of France and
sharing her fortunes on the American continent.

England had won her first great success on this continent in the campaign commenced
under the inspiration and genius of Pitt. The news was received in America and Eng-
land with many rejoicings, and the eleven stands of colours that were won at this gateway
of Canada were deposited in St. Paul’s Cathedral amid the roar of cannon. Thanksgivings
were offered to heaven from the Puritan pulpits of New England, loyal toasts were drunk
round many a festive board in New York and Philadelphia, bells pealed from the towers
and steeples, towns were illuminated from Maine to Virginia; and in the English posts

)
S e
—
English medal struck on eapture of Louisbonrg.'

of Acadia, in the camp of Lake George, where Abercromby was [retting under the
humiliation of defeat, wherever the tidings came, Englishmen rejoiced and predicted a
speedy end to French power in America.

When we recall this victory of the Seven Years” War let us not forget to do justice to
the men who achieved it. Wolfe distinguished himself from the beginning to the end of
the siege and was the soul and impulse of the enterprise.——

“ Wolfe where'er he fought,
Pat so much of his Leart into his act,
That his example had a magnet’s force,

And all were swift to follow whom all loved.”

“III. The governor shall give his orders that the troops which are in the island of St. John’s and its appur-
tenances shall go on board such ships of war as the admiral shall send fo receive them.
“TV. The gate called Port Dauphin shall be

given to the troops of his Britannic Majesty to-morrow, at eight

o’clock in the morning, and the garrvison, including all that carried arms, drawn up at noon on the Esplanade,

where they shall lay down their arms, colonrs, implements and ornaments of war. And the garrison shall go on
board to be carried to England in a convenient time.

“V. The same care shall be taken of the sick and wounded that are in the hospitals as of those belonging to
his Britannic Majesty.

“VI. The merchants and their clerks that have not carried arms shall be sent to France in such manner as
the admiral shall think proper.”

Murdoch, ¢ Hist. of Nova Scotia,” ii. 343-544, and Entinck, “ Hist. of the Late War,” iii. 246-247, give the
articles of capitulation in full.
! From the collection of Mr. McLachlan, Montreal. See App. XIII to this work, No. 8 medal on list.
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Ambherst and Boscawen conducted their expedition with skill and prudence, and the
number of their men killed and wounded during the operations was exceedingly small—
five hundred and twenty-one in all." The French, on the other hand, lost according to
tke Iinglish accounts upwards of one thousand, although the Chevalier Drucour repre-

sents the number at only three hundred and thirty, but he does not include the crews of

the ships. The French governor, it musi be admitted, conducted the defence with great
energy, and he was well supported, according to his own statement, by the garrison, who,
despite the great dangers and discomforts to which they were subject during the opera-
tions, “did not display the least discontent.” The governor could not praise *too highly
the exertions of the officers who had defended the town and had done their best to delay
the surrender.” Frenchmen and Englishmen, all accounts of the siege tell us, emulated
each other in paying the tribute of their admiration to Madame Drucour, wife of the
governor, who, during the siege, even fired off cannon with her own hand to nerve the
soldiery to fresh efforts, and who was able when the fight was over to obtain some favours
for her countrymen in recognition of the respect entertained for her courage and patriotism
by the English general and admiral? It M. de Drucour was unable to prevent the town
falling into the hands of the English, at all events he succeeded in protracting the siege
so that it was impossible for the expedition to proceed up the St. Lawrence to attack
Quebee with any prospect of victory that year; and indeed he states in his report of the
siege that he had this object steadily in view while engaged in the defence of the fortress.

Comparing the facts of the siege of 1758 with those of 1745, it must be admitted that
Pepperrell’s success was the more remarkable of the two. In the one case we see a famous
admiral and experienced generals, skilled in the art of war on land and sea, at the head

of a great force of soldiers and sailors, of an army of twelve thousand well trained soldiers,

30 officers, 320 privates. Wright's “ Life of Wolfe,” 455, n
One must regret that Dr. Kingsford, in his History of Canada, should have thought it necessary to devote a

' Killed, 21 officers, 150 privates ; wounded

long foot note—a page almost—to throw doubt on the often quoted story of Madame Drucour’s conrage and devotion

during the siege. (See vol. iv. 142.) It is true, as he says, Pichon is the authority generally cited f  the state-
ment, but there is no reason to doubt its truth since he was certainly not disposed to pay many cor ‘uts to his
countrymen

and had opportuniti s t

hear stories of the siege from participants both on the Enzlisii wnd French
side that the Canadian historian cert

inly has not had. Canadian history records the story of Madame de La Tour

(Hannay's Acadia, 170-1

), who defended the French fort on the St. John against her husband’s foe, D’Aulnay
de Charnisay. An Amer

ter, Mary Hartwell Catherwood, has recalled Madame de La Tour's devotion to her
s relentless enemy in a romance, true to history, and fi:ll of the light and

colour of the past,—“The Lady of Fort St. John " (Boston, 1890)

husband’s cause and the treachery of

We find on record many other evidences of the
devotion of the Canadian women of old to King and Country. Every Canadian remembers the story of the heroine
of Verchéres. (See “The Heroines of New France,” by J. M. LeMoine, in “ Canadian Leaves,”

read before the Canadian Club of New York ; New York, 1887.) But Pichon is not the only French writer who

Fhe Abbé Raynal, who wrote his ¢ Philosophical and Political History ”

or aseries of papers

refers to this interesting e atatime
when he probably heard the story from a ' rench witness of the siege, refers to the incident. “ Madame Drucour,”
he says, “ was constantly on the ramparts, th ropur nol hand, and, firing herself three guns every day,
seemed to dispute with the governor, her husband, the glory of his office” The words in italics (ignored by Dr.
Kingsford) are not in Pichon’s relation, and go to show that Raynal had probably other anthority for his state
ment. Wright in his “ Life of Wolfe,” p. 444, «

tes from “ Anecdotes Americaines,” Paris, 1776.  Under all these

circumstances why donbt Madame Drucour’s heroism when no statement to the contrary can be found anywhere ?
That Wolfe did not mention the story in his letters is no evidence in fovonr of Dr. Kingsford’s contantion. Wolfe’s
letters are hastily written and show irritability of temper. It i3 a pity that the Canadian historian was not more
chivalrous in view of the fact that he has no evidence on his side when he assumes the role of a doubting Thomas.
Parkman (“ Montealm and Wolfe”) relates the incident and bears testimony to the conrtesy with which the

English commanders treated the brave woman.
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and of a fleet of at least fifty war vessels, the noblest that ever appeared in American
waters ; with officers theroughly trained in the use of artillery, and with a great store of
all the machinery and munitions of war necessary to the reduction of a fortified town.
In the other case, we see a relatively insignificant body of men, a little over four thousand
all told, without regular military training, unskilled in siege operations, poorly provided
with cannon, tents and stores, perfectly ignorant of the use of heavy artillery, and led by
men taken {rom ihe counting house and farm. These colonial troops were supported by
a few small vessels of their own, and an English squadron which consisted of only four,
vessels at the commencement and did not exceed nine vessels, including tlie captured
Vigilante, at the close of the siece. It is true that in 1745 the walls were not in as good
condition to undergo a protracted siege, and the French garrison was chiefly composed of
colonial militia. Duchambon had no fleet to assizt him, bnt it must be admitted that with
the exception of the Aréthuse the vess'!s in the harbour in 1758 were of no material aid
to Drucour. Still despite the great odds in favour of the second expedition the siege
lasted for as many days as that conducted by Colonel Pepperrell. M. Drucour was a
more cfficient commander than Duchambon and had the assistance of a fine body of officers
and regular troops, and was able to prolong the sieze -nuch longer than the other could
possibly have done under the circumstances. The weather too was favourable for the
success of the colonial expedition, but curious enongh during the progress of the second
siege it was remarkable for rain, fog, and wind. However, despite the good fortune that
attended the efiorts of the colonists in this and other respects, their success deserves men-
tion among the most remarkable enterprises of the war. If we compare the operations
during the two sieges, it will be seen that Amherst and Wolfe closely foliowed, whenever
possible, the same plan of attack that was adopted so successfully in 1745. The siege of
1758 was conducted with that scientific skill and precision which were necessarily want-
ing in 1745, but the scheme of attack against the King’s and Dauphin’s bastions was on
the same basis as that of the first siege and led to similar results. It is on record that
Wolle's operations at Lighthouse Point and at Lorembec were in accord with the sug
tions made in 1757 to the British government by one of the officers who took a prominent
part in Pepperrell’s expedition.'

The capture of Louisbourg was but the prelude to a series of events which gave
Canada to Iingland, and Louisiana for some years to Spain, and laid the foundations of
the United States of America and of the Dominion of Canada. These events are inscribed
in letters of gold on the pages which relate the triumphs of the administraiion of Pitt.
Abercromby was beaten at Ticonderoga, and Lord Howe, described by a great statesman
as “a character of ancient times and a complete model of military virtue,”* met an
untimely, though a soldier’s, death at Lake George. On the other hand, Ferbes drove
the French from the valley of the Ohio, and Bradstreet, whose services are mentioned in
a previous page, won Irontenac and gave to the English the control of Lake Ontario.
After the conquest of Cape Breton the English took possession of St. John’s Island, and
the greater part of its inhabitants were sent to France. Wolfe destroyed the French

settlements on the bays of Gaspé, Miramichi and Chaleurs, and when he had completed

! Samuel Waldo to the Rt. Hon, W. Pitt. See Can. Archives for 1886 p. clii. For references to the authorities
on the operations of 1758. see App. IX and X to this work.

? 1L Grenville, “ Correspondence,” i. 262,
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this unpleasant duty he could not refrain from writing to Amherst that they had “done
a great deal of mischief, to spread the terror of his Majesty's arms through the gulf, but
have added nothing to the reputation of them.” Colonel Monckton destroyed the posts
and scattered the French in the valley of the St. John river. Amherst himself hurried to
Lake Champlain, on hearing the news of the disaster at Ticonderoga, and assumed the
command which had been so unfortunately entrusted to Abercromby. In the following
year he fovced Montcalm to retire to Quebec, and here the latter met his death on the
same battlefield where “died Wolle victorious.” It is a memorable fact in the history of
Louisbourg, which may well be noted here, that within a year after the capture of the
fortress another noble fleet and army assembled in the port and made preparations for
the conquest of Canada. A fleet of twenty-two ships of the line and many frigates, under
the orders of Admiral Saunders, and an army of nine thousand men, gave life once more
to the harbour, which was still full of floating ice from the vast fields that had been
passing down the gulf for weeks previously and barring the entrance to the eastern ports
of the island. When the colonial contingents had arrived and all the necessary arrange-
ments were completed, the last arcat fleet that has ever entered the harbour, once so
famous in history, sailed for the St. Lawrence with much enthusiasm and a stern deter-
mination in every heart to plant *“ British colours on every French fort, post and garrison
in America.”' Quebce fell, and the English by their ever famous victory gave a new
colonial empire to England. Levis, after the death of Montcaln, struggled to sustain the
honour of his country, but his victory over Murray at St. Foy could not save Canada from
her inevitable destiny, and in 1760 Montreal was surrendered to the English and Canada
was lost to France for ever. A remnant of Acadian French that still lingered by the bays
and rivers of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and by the St. John, caused some apprehension to
the government of Nova Scotia after the fall of Louishourg and the destruction of their
settlements by Wolfe and Monckton, and it was found necessary to remove as many as
possible to the vicinity of Halifax. Subsequently a number of these people were sent to
Boston, but as the anthorities of Massachusetts would not receive them, they were forced
to return to Nova Scotia. Many of them went to the French islands of St. Pierre and
Miquelon and engaged in the fisheries, but eventually they came back to Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, and, having consented to take the oath of illegiance to the English
sovereign, settled down quietly in the country. So, after a century of uneasiness, and of
misery towards the close, the old colonists of Acadie found a resting-place for themselves
and families, and in these later times their descendants are a quiet, if not encrgetie, class,

engagea in farming and fishing in the maritime provinces of Canada.

VIII. CgssioN oF CAPE BRETON To ENGLAND BY THE TREATY oF PARIS IN 1763 AND 178
HISTORY AS AN ENGLISH POSSESSION.

In 1763 the treaty of Paris * was signed and France ceded to England : © Canada with
all its dependencies ws well as the island of Cape Breton and all other islands and coasts
in the Gulf and River Saint Lawrence and in general everything that depends on the said

countries, islands and coasts with the sovereignty, property and possession, and all rights

! Knox, “ Historical Journal of the Campaigns in North America (1757-1760),” i. 279,

For textof this treaty so far as it affects Cape Breton see App. XVI to this work
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acquired by treaty or otherwise which the most christian king and the crown of France
Cape Breton has

have had ti)l now over the said countries.”” From that day to thi
remained in the possession of England, and for many years after the remarkable event of
1758 the island was a forgotten spot in that vast colonial empire, which was wen by
Clive, Wolfe and Amherst in Asia and America. A few months after the capture of Loui -
bourg the British government gave orders to raze the fortifications with all the works and
defences of the harbour so that none of the materials could be used for the same purpose
at any future time. It was also ordered that the houses of the town should not be dess
troyed except so far as might be necessary for the full and complete execution of the orders
for ** totally destroying all and every the fortifications thereof,” but * in the demolition of
all the works” an eye was to be * particularly given to render as far as possible the port
and harbour as incommodious and as near impracticable as may be.” These orders were
carried out during the summer of 1760 under the directions of General Whitmore who
was then in command of Louishourg, and with the assistance of a company of engineers
who were sent for that purpose to Cape Breton.! In a few weecks the work of many years
was destroyed and the fortifications were levelled to the ground. All the artillery, muni-
tions of war, and stores of various sorts were taken to Halifax, and considerable quantities
of fine tufa and Portland stone which formed the foundations and ornamental parts o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>