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House of Commons Bebates

THIRD SESSION—EIGHTH PARLIAMENT

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
TaURSDAY, 3rd February, 1898.

The Parliament which had been proro-
gued from time to time, was now command-
ed fo assemble on the 3rd day of February,
1898, for the despatch of business.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

PRAYERS.

A Message was delivered by Réné Edouard :
Kimber, Esquire. Gentleman Usher of the!

Black Rod :
MBR. SPEARER,—
His Excellency: the Governor General desires

the immediate attendance of this Honoura.ble;

House in the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly, the House went up to the;

Senate Chamber.
And the House being returned,

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to in-
form the House, that I have received from
the Judges selected for the trial of Elec-
tion Petitions pursuant to ‘ The Dominion
Controverted Elections Act,” certificates and
reports relating to the elections :

For the Electoral District of London ;

For the Electoral District of the County of
Brant ;

For the Electoral District of the West Riding
of Assiniboia ;

For the Electoral District
of the County of Simcoe ;

For the Electoral District of Champlain ;
For the Electoral District of L’Assomption ;

For the Electoral District of the North Riding
of the County of Ontario ;

. For the Electoral District of Beauharnois ;
For the Electoral District of King'’s, P.E.L ;
For tho Electoral District of Richmond, N.S. ;
For the Electoral District of Lunenburg.

By which the said elections were dis-
missed- and the sitting members declared
duly elected.

1

of the Hast Riding

] VACANCIES.

i Mr. SPEAKER. 1 have also the honour
: to inform the House that during the recess I
'have received communications from several
| members notifying me that the following

1

. vacancies had occurred in the representa-
! tion, viz. :—

Of Joseph Lavergne, Esq., Member for the
! Electoral District of Drummond and Arthabaska,
by the acceptance of an office of emolument
under the Crown. ‘

0Of Charles Eugeéne Pouliot, Esq., Member for
: the Electoral District of Temiscouata, by de-
cease.

Of J. B. Romuald Fiset, Esq., Member for
the Electoral District of Rimouski, by being
summoned to the Senate.

Of William Lount. Esq., Member for the Elec-
toral District of Toronto Centre, by resignation.

Of Fabien Boisvert, Esq., Member for the Elec-
toral District of Nizolet, by decease.

. I accordingly issued my several warrants
i to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to
make out new writs of election for the ~aid
. electoral districts respectively.

|
! Mr. SPEAKER. I have also the honour
ito inform the House that the Clerk has

i

ireceived from the Clerk of the Crown in
. Chancery a communication under date of
: 14th January, 1898, owing to the absence
from Canada of the Speaker of the House,
that he had received notice that a vacancy
had occurred in the representation of the
electoral district of Quebec Centre, in coun-
sequence of the azceptance of an office of
emolument under the Crown by Francois
Langelier, Esquire, and the Clerk of the
lCrown in Chancery, in accordance with
subsection 2 of section & Chapter 13 of 49
! Vietoria (Revised Statutes of Canada) issued
a new writ of election for the said electoral
distriet.

NEW MEMBERS,.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have further the hon-
our to inform the House that during the re-
cess the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery
has received -certificates of election and
return of the following members :—

Louis Lavergne, Ksq., for the Klectoral Dis-
trict of 'Drummond and Arthabaska ;

Charles Auguste Gauvreau, Esq., for the Elet
toral District of Temiscouats ;

REVISED EDITION.
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Jean Auguste Ross, Esq..
District of Rimouski ;
George H. Bertram, Esq.. for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Toronto Centre ;
Joseph Hector Leduc, Esq.,
District of Nicolet ;

Albert Malouin, Esq.,
trict of Quebec Centre.

\IL\IBERS INTRODUCED.

for the Electoral

for the Electoral :

for the Electoral Dis-:

Jean Augmte Ross, Esq., Member fer the !
Electoral Distriet of Rimouski, by the Prime
Minister (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) and Mr. Guay. |

Albert Malouin, Member for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Queches Centre., by the Prime Vlmlster
(Sir Wilfri:l1 Laurier) and Mr. Belcourt.

George Hope Bertram, Esq., ‘\Iember for the§
Electoral District of Centre Toronto, introduced !
by Sir Louis Davies and Hon. Wm. Paterson.

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 1) respecting the Administration
of Oaths of Office.—(Sir Wilfrid Laurier.)

THE THRONE.

SPEECH FROM

I hm'e the honour to!

Mr. SPEAKER.
inform this House that when the House:

attended His Excellency the Governor Gen- |
eral this day. in the Senate Chamber, His;
Excellency was pleased to make a Speech ¢
to both Houses of Parliament. and, to pre-
vent mistakes. I have obtained a copy of
the Speech, which is as follows :—

Honourabhle Geatlemen of the Scurte
Gentlemnen of the Honse of Commois :

1 have observed with great pleasure the remark- |
able advance in the political importance and
material prosperity of Canada during the year
- which has just closed.

The loan recently effected has shown that the
credit of Canada has never stood so hxgh in

European markets, and affords reasonable ground |

for expecting that the burthens of the people
will, in the near future, be materially reduced
by the substituticn of a much lower rate of
© interest on our indeb‘edness than that which
now exists. ‘

I congratulate you upon the exceedingly cor-
dijal reception accorded to the representatives
of Canala at the Jubilee ceremonials, and also
upon the warm appreciation manifested every-
where throughout the Mother Country in refer-
ence to the conduct; of Canada in materialiy re-
ducing the rate of duty upon goods imported
from the Unit2d Kingdom into the Dominioan.

The action of the Imperial Goverpment in
denouncing the treaties with Germany and Bel-
gium also affords most satisfactory evidence
of their desire to fasilitate your efforts to pro-
mote the closest possible commercial relations
between Canada and the remainder of the Em-

Bir. SPEAKER.

i been favoured by a benevolent

' tained,

pire, and will, I trust, contribute materially to

" the development of Imperial trade.

'The extraordinary gold discoveries recently

' made upon the Yukon and its tributaries, appear

likely tc result in an enormous influx of peo-

' ple into that region,.and have compelled the

Government to take prompt action for the pre-
servation of law and order in that distant and
almost inaccessible locality : measures will be
laid before you for that purpose.

A contract has been entered into, subject to
yvour approval, for the completion at the earliest
possible moment of a system of rail and river
communication through Canadian territory with
| the Klondike and principal gold fields, which it
is expected will secure to Canada the larger
. portion of the lucrative traffic of that country.
which we have
Providence has
contributed greatly to the increase of our pros-
perity, and I am glad to note that the trade
and commerce of the Dominion, and more espe-
cially the amount and values of her principal
c¢xports, have increased greatly during the past
eighteen months, and there is good reason to
believe that this improvement may be main-
if not augmented, during the remainder
of the prz2sent year. ‘

I obsarve with pleasure that certain Govern-
ent contracts recently let contain provisions
calculated to suppress the evils of the sweating
system.

The bountiful harvest with

-

Gentlemen of the House of Cominons :

The accounts of the past year will be laid
before you.

. The Estimates for the succeeding year will
likewise be placed upon the Table at an early
date.

Honovralde Gentlemen of the Senate :

Gentlemen of the House of Coumons :

Measures will be submitted to you respecting
Superannuation, the repeal of the present Fran-
chise Act, and a plebnscxte on the question of
Prohibition.

These and other measures I commend to your
earnest consideration, invoking the Divine bless-
mgs upon the important labours on which you
are again entering.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) moved :

That the Speech of His Excellency the Gover-
nor Geaneral to both Houses of Parliament be
taken into consideration to-morrow.

- Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 have no de-
sire to interpose any objection to consider-
ing this Speech, but I think it would be

more convenient to pursue the usual course
and adjourn until Monday.



ot

[FEBRUARY 4, 1898]

6

The PRIME MINISTER. That is not
ihe usual course; the usual course has
always been the contrary, to take into con-
sideration the Speech from the Throne on
the following day.

Sir CHARLES
particular objection,
not the ordinary course.

TUPPER. I have no
but I think that is
Does the hon.

gentleman propose to adjourn the House.

until to-morrow and take up the consider-
ation of the Speech to-morrow, or to pur-
sue the usual course of consideri‘ng it on
Monday ?

The PRIME MINISTER. My hon. friend

i in error, the usual course is to adjourn
the House until the following day, and this !

is the course which I propose to foliow on
the present oceasion ; this has Dbeen the
course in every other instance, so far as
my memory goes. 1 need not say. how-
ever, that if it would De more convenient
to my hon. friend to take it into consider-
ation on Monday, I would be very well
disposed to oblige him in that respect.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am in the
judgment of the House. but I think that
was the course. pursued on the last occa-
sion.

Mr. SPEAKER. On the ‘last occasion a
similar motion was carried.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. If that be
the case, I will not interpose any objection
to the consideration of the Speech to-
MOITow.

Motion agreed to.
SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

The PRIME MINISTER
Laurier) moved :

That Selezt Standing Committees of +his
Bouse for the present session be appointed for
the following purposes :—1. On Privileges and
Elections.—2. On Expiring Laws.—3. On Rail-
ways, Canals and Telegraph Lines.—4. On Mis-
cellaneous Private Bills.—5. On Standing Orders.
—~6. On Printing.—7. On Public Accounts.—8. On
Bauking and Commerce.—9. On Agriculture and
Colonization.~—whnich said committees shall seve-
rally be empowered to examine and inquire into
all suchi matters and things as may be referred
to them by the House ; and to repert from
time to time their observations and opinions
thereon ; with power to send for persons, paprs
aund records. ‘

REPORTS.

Report of the Joint Librarians of Par-
liament.—(Mr. Speaker.)

Report of the Department of Marine and
Fisheries (Marine Branch).—(Sir Louis
" Davies.)

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) moved the adjoumment of the
House.

Motion agreed to; and at 3.55 p.m,, the
House adjourned

13

(Sir Wilfrid :

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 4th February, 1898.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

| o’clock.

Pravees.

UNITED STATES REGULATIONS IN
THE YUKON.

-Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Mr. Speaker,
before the Orders of the Day are called, I
should like to draw the attention of the right
hon. the First Minister to the great anx-
iety felt by the people of this country, and
especially of British Columbia, respecting
the arrangements that have been made by
the United States of America regarding
communication by the Chilkoot and White
Passes. 1 shall he exceedingly glad if
the Government will lay on the Table any
information on that subject, so as to re-

!lieve the public tension that exists in re-
- gard to it.

It is quite possible the Gov-
ernment may be able to give the House the
information now, as the matter is of a very
pressing character. I am told that parties
who have gone from Victeria and Vancou-
ver for the purpose of fitting out for the
Canadian Yukon gold fields, are now re-
turning and going to Seattle to get their
supplies, because they think it better to
pay the Canadian customs duties on Amer-

! jean supplies when they reach the border

1 attention.

of Canada, than to be subjected to the on-
erous and oppressive regulations that at
present exist. So far as large companies
are concerned. it is a matter of vast import-
ance. Every member will see that where
hundreds of independent individual miners
are going into a country it becomes a most
cxasperating and oppressive condition for
them to be obliged to pay $9 a day, as a
telegram from the Board of Trade of Vie-
toria states the people are called upon to
pay. for a person to escort them through

a few miles of American territory—I will not

say American territory, because it is prac-
ncalb disputed territory, and the question
whether' it belongs to the United States or
to Canada should long ago have been set-
tled. 1 am quite sure the First Minister
will see the great importance of this matter
and will give it that prompt attention whlch
its importance demands.

The PRIME MINISTER (er lefrid
Laurier). I quite realize the anxiety that
is felt, not only by my hon. friend, but by
the whole of the Canadian public in regard
to the subject to which he has just called
I am quite sure the hon. gen-
tleman realizes that the Government have
not been derelict in their duty in that re-
spect, and that they hove done whatever it
was in their power to do to bring about a

{ more satisfactory state of things than that ,



-3

[COMMONS]

which now exists. I am not in a position -

&t this moment to make any communica-
tion on the subject, but I have reason to,
hope and believe that at an early day, per-:

haps early nex: week, the Government Wm;

be able perhaps to make some communica-
tion.

THE CANADIAN YUKON RAILWAY.

Mr. FOSTER. May I ask the attentionl

of the Prime Minister to one other matter? .
I see among many important points touched !

in the Speech from the Throne there is one |

with respect to a Yukon railway, about

which we have no information before the:

House and no papers. Does the bhon. gen-
tleman consider we are to discuss this sub-

ject without that information, or will it be:

given to the House at an early date?

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier). As my hon. friend has observed,
the Speech from the Throne refers to this

matter, and proceeds to say that the con-.

tract entered into by the Government is
subject to the approval of Parliament. The
intention of the Government is to proceed

with that measure at once. to have the Bill

introduced on Tuesday next, and of course,
all the papers will be laid on the Table of
the Hcuse.

Mr. FOSTER. In the meantime we shall
have to discuss the Speech without .them.
We shall have to depend on the * Globe,”
as usuoal.

The MINISTER OF MARINE
FISHERIES (Sir Louis Davies).

- perhaps do better without papers some-
times.

ADDRFSS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCEIL-
LENCY’S SPEECH.

AND

The House proceeded to the considération ]

of His Excellency’s Speech at the opening
of the session.

Mr. BERTRAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise with
some degree of diffidence to perform the
task which now devolves on me in moving
that an humble Address be presented to
His Excellency in reply to the Speech from
the Throne. When asked by the leader of
this House to assume this respousibility, 1
was deeply conscious of my inability to

worthily perform such an important duty ;

but I realized that in being asked a compli-
ment was being paid to the constituency
which I have the honour to represent. and
under those circumstances I could not do
otherwise than show my appreciation by ac-
cepting. even though that acceptance brought
witlk it an obligation which J hardly hope
to satisfactorily fulfil.
however, by the fact that a new member
speaking for the #irst time in this Fouse
under such circumstances has always had
‘the hearty sympathy and kind attention of
all members on both sides of the House. 1

- 8Sir WILFRID LAURIER.

We can:

I am encouraged.

venture to rely upon that same sympathy
: and that same attention while I proceed to
. make some references to the Speech of His
- Excellency.

The Speech opens with a reference to the
:ineleased importance and material prosper-
ity of Canada during the year that has
'just closed. I am sure we all rejoice at
{ the prosperity of Canada. and we also re-
‘ joilce most heartily that Canada occupies a
larger place in the British Empire than
she ever occupied before, and that she also
occupies a larger place in the eyes of other
nations than at any previous time in her
 history ; under these circumstances we
may fairly congratulate the country on the
gposition we now occupy in this respect. It
+is also most satisfactory to know that the
: credit of Canada is continually on the as-
i cending scale, that on the European mar-
ket her credit stands higher than ever; and
as we continue to borrow money at lower
; interest and our eredit steadily improves,
- these will tend to lessen the burdens of the
‘people and at the same time supply us with
money to open and develop the latent re-
sources of this country.

The cordial reception which was accorded
to the Canadian representatives at the Jubi-
i lee rvepresentation, I think, should afford
this House a great deal of satisfaction. The
magiuiticent recaption tendeved to the
Prime Minister of this Dominion at the
Jubilee was one that I am sure struck a
chord in the hearts of the people, and al-
 though I frankly admit that the command-
ing personality of the Prime Minister had
something to deo with that reception, still
on the other hand we all know that the
action of this Parliament at its last session
in seeking to bring about closer relations
with the mother country and giving the
mother country a better opportumty to se-
cure trade with this Dominion, especially
as regards exports, as compared with some
other countries, alse touched a chord in
the hearts of the people of Old- England,
and this action of the Dominion Parliament
was rapicly followed by the abrogation of
the German and Belgian treaties, a result
we Lad never been able to accomplish, but
which was the response made by the
mother country to the action of this Par-
liament. In that respect the action of the
Canadian Parliament, followed by the ac-
tion of the mother country, succeeded in
cecomplishing that -which previous Parlia-
ments had been trying to secure for a con-
siderable period, but had never succeeded,
‘and this was the response made by the
people of England to the action of this Par-
liament on that particular occasion. -

The Speech alludes to the Carnadian Yukon
Railway contract, and as this question has
attracted considerable attention and is one
of very great importance indeed, I desire
t¢ make more than a passing allusion to -
that portion of the Speech of His Excel-
‘lency. It is one in which we are all inter-
ested ; it is ome relating to a matter of the '
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greatest consequence to the country at
large. and it is one which should be ap-

the purpose of ascertaining, as far as we
possibly ean, what is best for the interests
of the country, and when we have arrived
at that conclusion, of proceeding at once
to act in accordance with the eonclusions
at which we have arrived. I think the
House will agree that the Government de-

‘present moment that our own country is

it.lmost, inaccessible through our own terri-
pmached in a calm and judicious spirit for-

-on goocds purchased in Canada.

serve great credit for the active measures .

adopted by them to have law and order
administered in the Yukon districet. because
a mew preoblem had to be solved.
mendous number
there during last year, and a very large
number are going in this year. and some-
thing had to be done for the purpose of
maintaining law and order in that couniry.

o “channel at the commencement,
A tre-:
of people had gone in°

tory, and our people on their journey to the
Klondike are submitted to many incon-
veniences such as the imposition of duties
'The pro-
klem was one which our Government had
to deal with and to deal with at once. be-
cause time is the essence of everything.
ard i my humble judgment we could not
afford to allow even one year to pass. We
all know that when trade rumns in a certain
it is likely
to develop in that channel and it is a work
of great difficulty to divert it afterwards.

I say, Sir, that it is the first duty of our
-Goverrment to secure that the trade of the
: Klondike should pass through its natural

the people for the prompt and hearty way

in which they looked into and dealt with
that matter.

] “taken into account.
a result particularly due to the.

Minister of the Interior and his actions in-

that connection.
ment in this country, which, as I have said,
is a matter of very great importance in-
deed. Although of course there is no way
~of arriving at the actual figures, yet it is

We have a new develop-

. channel, through Canadian territory, so that
‘and the Government deserve the thanks of  a g " y

we may reap the advantage of it.

Another important consideration has to be
Ve all know that min-
ing booms do not last for ever, and although
1 have no desire to reflect upon the reports
made by any one, yet we have no right to
suppese that everyvthing said regarding that

Sterritory will be found to be absolutely true.

estimated on somewhat good authority that .

from fifty thousaund - people to two

hundred and firty thousand will be wend- -

ing their way to the Klondike territory “their way with supplies, over the mountains

during the year 1898. Whether that be the
case or not it is difficult to say. but one
fact is generally agreed upon. and that is.
that there will be a tremendous rush of
population into that district. If 100.000
- people go to our mining regions this year.
the vclume of business that will be de-
veloped will surpass anything before ex-
perienced in Canada. Tt is. therefore, a
matter of very great conqequome to our
whale people that active measures should
he immediately taken to secure to Cana-

Each one who runs in quest of gold does not
tind it. and there can hardly be a doubt that
a gr-it number of people who go to the
Klondike will be disappointed. During the
past vear thousands have been wending

and through the passes of that region, and
when that number is increased by a further
fifty thousand people, or perhaps a hundred
thousand, it is absolutely necessary that pro-

- vision should be made to enable large num-
"bers to get out of the country rapidly and

safely. 1If there was not a means pro-
vided of enabling people to return., there
would to my mind be very great danger of
disaster befalling a large number of the

. people, should they be unable to return if

dians the enormous trade which will follow :

in the wake of this great influx of people.
the last few months ?

order to secure that trade.
the people of the United States for doing

everything in their power to secure the com-: > Ry .
merce of that region. and if they have ad- Klondike trade ;

ch in some respects we do not: : .
vantages which in P :opinion upon these points,

possess 01 Account of our having to pass . will not dwell at greater length upon them.

over American territory to enter the Yukon!

district. I do not blame the Americans for ¢
availing of these advantages to the utmost: 1Pon which perhaps there may be a differ-

extent of their power. On the other hand
the people of Canada are most anxious that
sieps should be taken to secure this trade
for them. That is the idea that is dominant
ir the minds of our people at the present
‘time. They believe that every effort should

be put forth to secure that-the trade of

the Yukon should be turned to the profit
of Canadians, and not to the enrichment
of the people of the United States. We have
the great difficulty to contend with at the

thinegs do not turn out as they expect. It
is therefore +well that our Government

Now. Sir. what has been going on during “should consider this particular phase of the
.- y ‘. o © s\ - : S

We have seen 2
struggle. waging for some time past in.
I do not blame

question. . I need not dwell upon the great
necessity for a railroad into that country
over Canadian territory, nor need I dwell
upon the vast advantages which the people
of Canada will derive from securing the
these are facts that are
There is no difference of
and therefore I

ratent to all

I shall now proceed to deal with a subject

erce of opinion, and in respect to which a
course might be taken which the people
and the Parliament of this country would
1.0t endorse. Under ordinary circumstances,
I believe it is the duty of every government
to consult Parliament before e.ntermg into
any large contract at any particular time.
That. I be]ieve, is a principle which shouid
at all times be held to be sound. and I have
no desire to withdraw from it. But at
the same time, if circumstances arise which
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make it impersative that iinmediate action ’ the action taken by the Government was

should be taken for the purpose of carrying
out the principle of the greater good to the
greater number, for the purpose of pro-
moting the interests of the whole country,i
then I say that the Government should net
hesitate to take such action. We know
perfectly well that some of the best things
that are accomplished in business are ac-
complished by men who have pluck and
boldness in their natures, and the same thing
applies to the government of a country. A
gevernment that is bold and plucky in doing
what they think is best will satisfy the peo-
ple of the country better than a government
destitute of courage, and which is afraid to
act promptly. I agree also, that in the
case of any large contract, it is a most
important thing that we should advertise
for tenders. That, I think, is fair and
right. It is a sound principle, and the
question which this House has to consider
‘is, whether the Government was justified
under the present circumstances in letting
& contract without calling for tenders, and
doing that without consulting Parliament.
We will have to come to a conclusicn on
these questions in accordance with the facts
and in accordance with what we think to
be best in the interests of the country at
large. There is one thing in connection
with the letting of that contract which 1
think is unprecedented. "There may be.
some members of this House who know to
the contrary, but I am not aware of tenders
ever having been asked for the construction
of any railway or any great work, on the
Pbasis that no money was to be paid for that
work. There are few contractors indeed
who would feel inclined to tender on any
large work with the understanding that
they were to be paid in something that it
was difficult to attach a monetary value to.
I therefore say that this extraordinary and
unprecedented circumstance had to be taken
into consideration. It may perhaps be
said that the Goverament should have given
a liberal cash bonus for the comnstruction of
that road, and should have retained the
land, but I believe the principle laid down
by the Government in this respect will be
-supported by the country at large. That
- principle is, that that great and inaccessible
~ region which is fit for nothing else than
mining, should itself be responsible for the
'cost required to develop it. After all, we
must remember that the building of a rail-
road into that country is not like building
through agricultural lands, where for years
‘there would be permanent sources of reve-
nuve- to such a road. We may build  this
rallway into the Klondike and something
way happen which would render it to be of
less value afterwards. It is therefore a
most important thing that  that country
-itself should be made to pay the expenses
of building & railroad through it. That
‘being- the case,.I believe the: great mass of

that  such

‘than that

'heen puarsued.

land to

‘wut: of the lands,
them ;

the people of this country will agree, that
'Mr. BERTRAM. " Agres, that

proper. I am inclined to think that if the
Government had called for public tenders
on the same basis that they have arranged
for this contract, there being no money
payment, there would be few tenderers in-
deed. I am sure that the business men
of this country will recognize that the
Government would have had very little
chance of receiving tenders and of pro-
viding for the immediate construction
of this railway on such a Dbasis.
What would have been the effect of the
Goverument advertising for public tenders

for the construction of this railway on
. the basis that no money shculd be paid,

but that it should be paid fer in mineral
lands ? It would look very much as
it the Government of Canada themselves

'had no faith in that country, because they

were pot disposed to put any of their own
money into the work. Therefore, I claim
a1 course would have been
fraught with great risk and danger. More
had the Government failed to
ontain a satisfactory tender for the build-
ing of the railway on that basis, it would
have been ten times more difficult for them
afterwards to negotiate a contract for its
construction than if such a course had not
The arranging of a con-
tract on such a basis, with no money pay-
ment, had to be a matter of negotiation.
from the necessities of the case ; and there-
fore, 1T believe that the action of the Gov-
crnment in endeavouring to ascertain by
negotiation whether a satisfactory arrange-
ment could be arrived at for the construc-
tion of the railway will meet with the ap-
proval of the people of this country. 1
maintain that the ecircumstances of the
case called for immediate action. We could
not afford tc lose one year’s trade of that
country, which certainly would have been
lost if the Governmment had gone about
the matter in the usual way. by calling for
public tenders: and for such a loss the
people of this country would bhave held
the Government responsible. 1 know that
when you look at the number of miilions
of acres of land given to the contractors
for the building of the railway, the figures
look large.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

Mr. BERTRAM. But when you look at
the map, and see the quantity of land grant-
ed, compared with the size of the whole
country, it does not look so large after
Moreover, what does that grant of
‘a4 company mean ? In my
judgment, it means simply the adding
of so much to the mineral development of -
the country at large.  We know that the:
coupany, to be. able to get anything at all
1 ands, will' require to. develop
m ; -or, if they sell them to another
company,  -that company will have to de-
velop them ; and I maintiin that the de-

- .
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velopment of those lands will not interfere ’
with the development of other lands, while !
their davelopment will add tremendously to
the business of the country at large. Some '
c¢xception may be taken to what bhas beeb .
cilled a monopoly to the railway contract |
ors in the provision that for five years:
no other railway shall be built into that
country. Now, it seems to me, ir reading .
over that contract, that the Government
have simply made provision that no railway | |
into that country will be bonused or char-
tered by this Parliament for the next five !
years if it comes from any part of the!
Americin territory We kEnow that a gre:at
‘nany companies are applying for railway |
charters for railroads intended to rum into
the country from the Pacific coast over!
Anerican telutory ; and the American Gov. |
ernment, by means of customs duties, would ;
have power to control the business of such |
railways. I do not believe that this Gov-
ernment or this Parliament would be justi-'
fied under any circumstances in bonusing
a railway running into that country with
an outlet in American territory. Therefore, |
I say that it was of greéat imporiance that
the Government shounid see to it that any
railway assisted by them should pass over
Canadian territory. The unavigation of the
Stikine River is feee : the territory over
which the railway will run from Glenora to |
Teslin Lake is Canadian ; ; and from Tes
lin Lake to Dawson City. I understand.
there will be nnbroken nawvigation. Ko !
that when this raiiway is built we shall|
lave a means of access into that country ;
which will redound greatly to the trade
and credit of Canada. Allow me further
to say this, that to ask any contractor to
make a deposit of $250,000 as security that
the contract shall be completed within the
time specified, when the contractors them-
selves are not recciving any money for the
- worlk is. I think, something unprecedented
in the hi%mn’ of railway construction in
Canada; and from the character of the
contractors, I am inclined to think that
that railway will be completed within the
time. If that is dome, it will be one of
the greatest feats ever accomplished in:
this country, and will make the pecple of
other countries feel that after all, when
action or work of any kind is required.
Canada can do her share, and her Govern:

ment can be relied upen to act promptly. |

Another fmportant feature of this con-
tract iz that the Gcvernment reserve alter
- pate blocks c¢f land, so that when the com
pany engage in prospecting or development
work, this country wwill get the benefit of
it without any cost to itrelf; <so thu
~whenever the company add value to their
. own lands, they will add value to the Gov-
~ ernment land« which will repay this coun-
fry to a great extent. In that way
I believe the country will reap more bene-
fit than it would have done if the Gov
ernment had proceeded to develop these
lands itself.

iin the revision of the tariff.
'ness people of this country a confidence

Reference i8 also made in the Speech
fiom the Throne to the bountiful harves:
iand to the increase in the trade of the
country. In this congratulation I think
. we can all most heartily ;loin We all know
that a bountiful harvest is necessary to

i make th2 country prosper and to increase

manufgceturers and mer-
lad a very satisfactory

the business of our
.chants : and we
lL.arvest last year.
But there is another matter which, al-
tthough not afluded te in the Speech, 1
| desire to refer to very briefly, as having
contributed to the material advancement

'.md business of this country, and that is

the mauner in which the Government have
' dealt with our fiscal policy. I am sure.
{ Mr. Speaker, this House will agree with
‘me whea I say that Dbusiness can-
1ot be done., business cannot be develop-
| ea dand expanded. unless there is contidence
' threvglout the land, and 1 maintain that
this Parlinment, by its acidon last session
gave the busi-

which they did not possess to the same ex-
tent before. There was an impression among
a certain class that the fiscal policy of the
Liberal party was not as sound as it ought
to be.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear
Mr. BERTRAM. But now that it is com-

plete——— ]
"Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh'! Oh'!
Mr. BERTRAM. There was an impres-

sion, I do not deny it, in the minds of some
business people and manufacturers that the

| fiscal policy of the Liberal party could not

be relied upon to the same extent as the
fiscal policy.of the Conservative party. I
admit that—but a change has since come
cver those men. The manufacturers and the
business men of this ccuntry now realize,
more than they ever did before, that this
Government, that the Liberal party, mean
no harm whatever to the business interests
of the country. That feeling of confidence
has permeated the whole land. and helped
to create new channels of trade, new busi-

‘ness and new developments, and therefore

I say that the fiscal policy of this Govern-

‘ment has been of great benefit to the Do-

minion as a whole.

It is not my intention to go at any length
into that particular question, but still I
would like to set myself right, and 1 wish
to say that while I do not pretend to be
gble to agree in every respect with the
Government, or that every member of the
Government will be able to agree with me
in everything 1 say, I shall none the less
give it a generous and an ardent support. ‘
It does not necessarily follow that I am
called upon to endorse everything that
comes from it—for I do not suppose it claims

‘infallibility—but I have no hesitation in en-

dorsing the fiscal policy of this Government.
I go further than that, I say that the
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pledges which the Liberal party made to
the people of this country regarding tariff
revision have been redeemed in every par-
ticular. I am quite well aware that such is
not the opinion of the hon. leader of the
Opposition (Sir Charles Tupper). I had great
pleasure in reading the hon. gentleman’s
speech. made at Winnipeg the other day, be-
cause whenever the hon.
speak, he speaks eloquently and forcibly,
and I always like to read what he has to
say. In that speech I found the following
paragraph :(—

Who is there that does not, know that these

gentleman does:

this respect. What did it accomplish in
the tariff revision of last year * The
duties were greatly reduced on a long list
of goods—I feel disposed to make this state-
ment because such substantial reduction is
not generally known throughout the coun-
try. The duties under the old tariff were so
mixed up on the specific and the ad valorem
basis that nobody could tell what the per-
cantage of duty was. But when you com-
bine these duties and convert them into a
percentage on the value, you then begin to
understand what the reductions really
were. It is not my intention to go into the

: - here
entlomen wont peer thiy B oW o o ,partxculars, but I have the document
g y ghtewn | o o prove what I say.

years denouncing the policy of protection and &0 : I say that the
declaring that every vestige of protection should | l.iberal party last session reduced the tariff
be uprooted and scattered to the winds, and that  on a great many goods manufactured in this
a free trade policy should prevail. i country to the extent of 10, 15, 25, 35 and

Now, I quite agree with the hon. leader of : 40 per cent. I call these heavy rgductions
the Opposition, that if such had been the it the tariff on goods imported into this

‘O 't of the Libers ArtLy ine eix .y | country, and I say. therefore. that the Gov-
conduct of the Liberal pavty during vx‘:.htetn:é ernment have fulfilled their pledges to re-
tduce the tariff as mueh as possibie,
‘and T am inclined to believe that no
;one thought for a moment that the
i Government would have lowered the
i duties to the extent they did. The tariff
i was pared down to a revenue basis. which
}is the basis on which the Liberal party has
i always held our tariff should bhe imposed.
! Extreme protection was struck off entirely.
The ordinary requirements of the country
were considered. and the tariff reduced to
a4 revenue hasis. That revenue tariff
benefits all the interests and industries
of the <couniry much more effectually
than could a protective tariff. In that
| respect I claim, therefore. that the tariff
i has been reduced materially and levelled
down to a revenue basis. and in so ddoing
the Government have fulfilled the pledges
they had made. because it was never for a
moment contemplated that these duties
should be entirely struck off and the manu-
facturers of other countries admitted free.
I desire also to repeat here what I have
sald elsewhere. We have had a tariff agi-
tation for a long number of years. we had
a revision last year, and the time has now
icome when we should have perman-
jeney and stability. Permanency and
i stability are required in the ta~iff of
i & country to enable its trade and business to
i extend : and pow that a new era of pros-
! perity and business revival is dawning
rvpon us, it would be a great mistake in-
deed to discuss impending changes in the
tarif. 1 do not mean to say for one mo-
ment that there should be no change what-
ever for some years to- come, or a consider-
able time to come. New conditions and
clrcumstances may arise which will require
some changes in the tariff ; but what 1
say is that the tariff revision of last ses-
sion was 87 complete and satisfactory to
the country at large that even many mem-
bers of the Conservative party have been
unable to ind very serious fault with it,

years, that party would be unworthy
the confidence of the people. But I do not
agree with the hon. gentleman in his state-
ment of fact. By putting an extreme inter-
proeiation  upon  some  particular catch
phrase. by carefully selecting some para-
graph from some particular speech, he
might strive to create the impression that
the speaker thur quoted was in favour of
absolute free trade. and that sueh was the
policy of the Liberal party. But all that does
not alter the outstanding, the under-
Iying fact. that the Liberal party never
had any intention of abolishing the cus-
toms duties of this country. The old Lib-
eral policy did not do anything of the kind.
The Liberal party was in power before,
and it had a tariff policy of about 173 per
cent. That was not a free trade poliey.
That could not be called a free trade pol-
icy which imposed a duty on goods import-
ed. What I understand by a free trade
policy is a policy which would allow the
manufactures of other countries to come
into this country free of duty. A policy of
that kind is an impossible one. one which
never was intended and never was ex-
pected. We all know that even the old Lib-
eral tariff of 173 per cent would not now
meet our requirements, the expenses of the
country had been increased to such an ex-
tent that it was impossible to go back to
that tariff; and it became necessary to raise
the duties in order to imeet the increased
requirements of the country. But what did
the Liberal party promise ? 1t pledged it-
self to reduce the tariff ; it pledged itself
to do what it could to apply freer trade
principles to our tariff consistent with a
proper regard to the interests and the re-
quirements of the country, arl it pledged
ftself also not to overlook the fact that we
had not as free a hand to deal with the
tariff as we would have had if there had
been no protection during the past eighteen
years. And I claim that the Liberal
party has carrled out its pledges
Mr. BERTRAM.

in
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and that being the case, we ought to have
permanency and stability in our tariff. But
on the other hand, we ought also to he
ready, when new conditions arise, to make
eny further changes which may be geces-
sary. ‘

- Allow me to ijllustrate what I mean in
that respect. Take, for instance, the duty
on lumber. We know that the tariff was
revised last session, but American lumber
is admitted to this country still as it was

before, free of duty, while Canadian
lumber which was formerly admitted
into the TUnited States free of duty.

is mow dutiable. In the discussion that
went on it was impossible to regard
the log and the lumber duties other-
wise ithan as interdependent and affecting
opne another, and it is most reasonable that
the legislation of the United States on this
subject of the lumber duties shounld be re
garded in deciding upon the legislation upou
that subject for Canada. This question has
been before the public for a considerable
number of years. At present. while Ame-
rican lumber comes free intoc Canada. there
is a duty of $2 per thousand on lumber
going into the United States. Thus a new
condition has arisen, and. while I do not
say that a duty should be imposed upon
“American lumber coming into this country,
I do say that, new conditions having arisen.
the Government will be bound seriousiy
to consider the question in the light of
‘those new conditiors and decide the pro
blems that are thus raised so as to promote
the best interests of the country at large.

I am very glad to find a reference in the
Speeck from the Threne to the fact that the
Government has abolished, so far as Govern-
ment contracts are concerned, the sweating
system, This shows that this Government.
after all. is alive to the interests of all
classes of the people and seeks to do what
is best for all. I am glad to see, also, that
there is some reference in the Speech to the

questions of superannuation, the Franchise

Act and the ‘plebiscite.
of the pledges of the Liberal Government
and the Liberal party and I am glad to
find them mentioned in the Speech of Iis
Excellency because it is an indication that

the Government Iintend to redeem their:

pledges with
questions.

It is not my intention to take up the time
of the House much longer. I look to the
future of this country with great confidence.
There was never a time in our history
when the pecple were so confident of the
future of the country as they are now. It

regard to these important

These are a part |

that confidence is a prime cause of
“increase of business. And so we look for-
ward with hope and confidence to the de-
_velopment of the latent resocurces of the
" country to the greatest extent possible..
"And with such an immense territory, with
‘such an epergetic people and with such an
efficient Government we may expect great
‘things. We should be proud that we are
living under such a free system of govern-
ment. and under such good institutions as
we erjoy. I know of no country under the
‘sun in which I would rather live than in
this beloved Canada of ours.

Mr. GAUVREATU. (Translation.) In
, vising to second the Address to be presented
to His Excellency in reply to the Speech
from the Throne. T must confess, at the out-
set, that when asked by the leader of this
"House to accept that very honourable task,
-1 did somewhat hesitate to assume the
“onerous responsibility of the duty devolving
“on me: and the more so, as in rising for
the first time in this Ilouse. to address the
representatives of the people in the Com-
mons of Canada, methinks T hear, Mr.
“Speaker. a warning veice issuing from the
seat vou oceupy, or rather I faney I hear
- still echoing through this House the voices
_of former speakers who have achieved such
brilliant oratorical triumphs under simiiar
“ecireumstances ; and. although deeply con-
scious of my own inability, I crave the in-
“Qulgence of all members on both sides of
- the House. )

I know. Mr. Speaker, that there is a two-
“fold obligatien involved here: that of
seconding the Address which now devolves
i on me. and that of listening to the few re-
~marks I am about to make, a task which
“devolves on yvou. I shall perform my task
“to the bhesi of the ability which divine Pro-
_vidence has imparted to me; and, as to the
“hon. gentlemen on both sides of the House,

the plaudits which have just greeted me, as
“nlso the experience of the past, warrant me
‘in believing that they will hear me through-
‘out with that kind indulgence they have un-
. failingly bestowed on those who, like me,
‘have craved the same. under similar cir
‘eumstances. o -

The hon. member for Toronto Centre (Mr.
: Bertram), who has just taken his seat, has
;30 exhaustively covered the ground that
'there remains but a few ears of corn for
' me to glean in the otherwise extensive field
‘of the Speech from the Throne, and at the
i risk of repeating more or less correctly in
‘French what the hon. gentleman has so
' well said in English, 1 will perform my task

is a great satisfaction to me ; it is a great  to the end, within the limited space of time
sutisfaction, I am sure. to the Liberal party | alloted to me. The year 1897, that has just
and to the country at large to find that the . closed. will be recorded in history as one
prognostications of .our = friends of the|pregnant with the most memorable events
Opposition as to what would befall the |of this latter part of the nineteenth century.
country if the Liberals came into power Were history to record nothing but the

have not been realized. @~ We know that |celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of

confidence reigns throughout the land, and! Her Majesty's ‘reig‘n. the majestic propor-
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tions of which are being emphasized as we | nay. more, on the day when it was given
recede from it, that event alone would! < 1o see a scion of that people who, in
sutfice 1o immortalize the year 1897, the; 1837-38% had risen in arms against the (mv-
precious remembrance of which will be‘mnma-m of the day, intrusted with the mis-
~handed down to the remotest posterity by | sion . of representing at the foot of the
poets. historians and orators. as an unpre-! phone of Her Majesiy—and how nobly he
cedented celebration in the history of man- flllfl.u(‘d his mission. with what d; ity and
kind. when it was given us to witness i} onour tfor himself we all KNOW-—1 - colony
genuine outhurse of loyalty and devotion on: iin which the British element predominates,
the part of the English people. and of the! g the French Canadian element is in a
outlying portions of the Empire. which were’ minority ; on that day, Mr. Speaker. I say,
so worthily represented at the foot of the: British statesmen undoubtedly must have
Throne of Her Majesty., and in particular,” bheen satisfied that 2 eolony where such tol-
the Dominion of Canada. represented LY | pant views and harmony prevailed., where
our most distinguished Prime Minister. the ! preligious, political and civil liberty were so
right hon. Nir Wilfrid Laurier and Lady | well undorstood amd applied. without auny
Laurier. | ot those terrible strugeles. the offspring of
In after years., when serutinizing the his- ‘relizious bigotry, being engeundered through
tory of civilized countries. many a one Will the diversity of religious creeds ; undoubt-
pause in wonderment hefore the apotheosis  ediv., 1 .sav. on that day. these statesmen
conferred by a narion on a woman we all! lntx;‘t have' come to the conclusion that such
admire, and ler me add. Mr. Speaker, a’' 34 colonv was ripe for liberty and the mo-
woman we all love, and with the poet of 'y ent had come for that peaple to take rank
oll. the student of history will then oy amonz the free states in the greatest Em-
out : Stop. traveller. you are travelling on piyre oi the world. with the power of making
sacred ground ; Sta. viator. “their own traaties, and weighing enough in
I may perhaps. in my turn be allowed | ihe balanee to be able to ex:u'ft. :uul bring
to look biack at past events. as far baek as’ about ihe  denunciation of treaties by
the outset of the present reign. which did . which trade was being h.nuhc-nmwd and
not begin under very auspicious cireum-: 1he development of the natural resources of
stances for our country. In IX3T a most the country was being retarded aud checked.
gloomy period of our history, when the 1837, 1867, 1807.: these three epoch-mak-
- crown of ‘Great Britain was being placed.' ing dates are pregnant with lessons not
perhaps with a trembling hand. on the head . only for us. men of the present generation,
of a girl sixteen years old. this coun- but also for those who will come after us.
try., wlm.h has heen called the finest jewel Now. Sir. I ask. what positionl do we occupy
of the British Crown. threatened to be: to-day in the eyes of the world, on the very
buried under the ruins of a domestic strife morrow of the Jubilee celebration. of the
that had developed into a bloody revolution. grand apotheosis  conferred by a  people
and the great Papineau. who might be called gathul‘ed‘ from the four corners of the globe,
the Canadian Daniel O'Connell. was then: on that sublime woman, Queen Victoria,
thunderinz out his tiery philippics. protest- . Kmpress of India ? I amn woll awnare that
ing against the abuses of the authorities. ! 1807 is the Jubilee year: but I am also re-
and arraigning the provincial government minded that it was marked by the dis-
for their arbitrary and tyrannical course.i covery of the Klondike gold mines. an un-
The constitution of 1791 was then tottering . hoped-for and most weleome discovery of
under the repeated blows of its assailants.: cuntold wealth, and one well calculated to
and amidst the bitter strife of the contend-' fill with hope the breasts of all Canadians
ing factions, the dawn of the era of 1841 P who wish to sce our eountry rich and pros-
could be foreshadowed. with the union of : i perous. The gold fever is raging in every
Upper and Lower Canada. which, in the ! quarter of the globe. and is spreading
mind of its author, was calculated .to give i among the most enlightened people of the
the death blow to the French Canadian:old world. Powerful syndicates are heing
nationality : a consummation which was' formed. at the head of which appear the'
happily averted. through our being brought leading men in financial, commercial and
into daily contact with a people as much  aristocratical circles of Great Britain. and
distinguished for their energy. their spirit; those -powerful syndicates are going to in-
of enterprise as for their love of progress : | vest theiv capital in this country and thus
I mean the British people. assist the exploiting, on a large seale. of the
Through the radiancy or rather contagion mbulous wealth of the gold fields of our
of good example, a miracle has been|new Eldorado. As the Jasons of old, the
wrought ; and instead of our nationality be- | gold-seekers. from the differant countries of
ing buried in the grave prepared for it, a|the world are about to rush to the con-
new life, on the contrary, was infused into; quest of & new golden fleece, the access to
it. As years rolled by, many prejudices dxs—i which is perhaps still more difficult in our
'mpe‘ired and on the day when it was!days than it had proved in times gone by ;
given us to see a French Canadian occupy-| but I am sure it will give better and still
ing the exalted station of adviser of the| more remunerative returns. I would fain
Crown and Prime Minister of the countrv. borrow the pen of the author of tlie Arabian

Mr. GAUVREAU. o | , .
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Nights and possess the talent of the great
masters of oratory to set in a proper way
before this House the enormous advantages
accruing to the country from these dis-
coveries which are fast assuming the pro-
portions’ of an international event, owing
1o the inte:ase excitement they have aroused
‘throughout the civilized world.

Now, Mr. Speaker, fortune smiles on us
and wealth comes 1o us from several other
quarters. There really seems to be a con-
spiracy of political events to produce pros-
perity. as if the Government of this coun-
try had inherited from some good fairy the;
conjurer's wand. 'Through their wise and,
enlichtened policy, 4 new impetus has been !
given to trade, and by a readjustment of,
the tariff on just and equitable lincs, a new !
era of prosperity has been ushered in. a |
consummation so long wished for by the|
people of the Dominion. Were you to put|
the question to the farmers of this country.
a most interesting and necessary class of
our population. they would. I am sure. tell!
vou that the country is blessed with pros-'
perity and that everywhere the fires of con- !
tent are blazing upon the hearthstones. To |

dispel every vestige of doubt. Mr., Speaker. i
let us hearken to the voice of the people .
speaking  through the
have been held within the year. and here !
we have a decisive. and
swer to the question.
say this: that the hon. gentiemen who..
like myself, have the honour of represent-
ing in this House purely agricultural con-
stituencies, know very well that their con-.
stituents are contented and full of hope.:

Why. Sir, is it ot a fact that agrienltural:
products are fetching most remunerative
prices ? Is it not a faet that wheat has’
reacthed an unhoped-for price 7 Is it not a:
- fact that the sale of our cattle is fetching:
very good prices., compared with those of -
previous years, thanks, undoubtedly. to the’
wise policy inaugurated by the, hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture (Mr. Fisher), in con-
nection with a very ticklish matter., the!
abolition of the quarantine with the United ;
States ?
to tender, in the name of the country. my |
heartfelt thanks to the hon. Minister of Ag-|
riculture for having established a cold stor- |
age system which has proved a complete
success and the advantages of which are |
now before the country in such a way as|
to carry conviction in the minds even of !
those who shut their eves to the evidence
of facts. '

Now, if we turn to the manufacturers. a
most important :actor in the commercial
development ¢f a young country like ours,
they will also tell us honestly thaf pros-|
perity is ours again. It would. forsooth. he
an idle task for them to deny it, in the face
of the increase that has taken place in our
foreign exports, as shown by the statistics ;|
nay. more. they would tell you, Sir, that
they have felt all their doubts dispelled.

authoritative an-:
But let me rather

: no international imbroglio to fear ;

by-elections that:

- suspected.

| developments.

And let me seize this opportunity i‘

to.
ing

and confidence returning with the positive

assurance given them that in this matter of

tariff readjustment, no rash change should
be attempted, but, on the contrary. every
change in it should be cautiousiy made. as
warranted by the exigencies of the hour.
Let us glance at the table of the failures, a
most infallible barcemeter of the iocrease or

decrease of uational prosperity. and one
which shows us whether we are on the

ascending secale in the comm-reial sphere,
or whether we arve slowly verging to hank-
ruptey. I do not think I am zoing beyond

: the mark in stating that there was a de-

crease of 15 per cent in the number of fail-
ures last year, compared with those of the
previous year. Those statisties are more
cloqueunt than all the speeches we could
make on this side of the House. .

Mr. Speaker. although I do not take much
stock in the statcments of newspapers, how-

“ever, allow me to quote in this connection,
"the words of & Montreal paper, * La Patrie)”

which has an extensive circulation in the
country :

Canada is truly a privileged country. \We have
our institu-
tions are working harmoniously ;| every day we
are discovering new resources, and at this time
of writing. there is no country in the world on'
which the eves of Burope are riveted with more

" interest than on this land of ours.

As the impartiality of such a statement,

' coming from a Liberal newspaper might be

let me refer to another great
daily of tie city of Toronto, a Conservative
newspaper : and here is what the * World ™
said in the same connection : :

We are antering upon an era of great, immense
Within the next decade, we are
sure, our population will have doubled. The
vear which has just commenced will be marked
by astounding progress throughout the west,
British Columbia and the Yukon.

There is no gaiusaving it, Sir, the discovery
of the Klondike gold fields and their work-
ing on a large scale will rapidly increase the
tide of immigration to this country. and
secure us 2 large and healthy eclass of
settlers. and Canada. which bas so much
gain by such a movement, far from try-
to check it will. on the contrary, do her
best to develop it by all the means within
her power. Immigrants from all parts of
the civilized world will come to swell our
population. develop our Ilatent resources,
and build up the ccuntry., while our fertile,
limitless and attractive prairies of the
North-west will witness a large influx of
settlers who shall make it their home, secur-

ing thereby. if not wealth, at least a certain

eomfort and an assured future. History re-
peats itself, Sir, and once the gold fever is
over which. anyway, cannot but be tem-

.porary, it will be the turn of Manitoba and

the North-west Territories to benefit by this
movement : and then, with a wise, honest
and economical Government. which means
a Liberal Government, at the head of the
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affairs of the country, with a system of
laws than which nomne is better,
rapid growth of populaticn and, meanwhile,
a steady develepment of our wealth, then,
‘1 say, will come the day when yearly de-

pluses, the application and effects of which
for this country cannot be ovmestxmated at
this remote date.

Mr. Speaker,
exodus has been checked. that the financial

interest to the addresses just delivered by

with a

the hon. member for Centre Torontn (Mr.

"Bertram) and the hon. member for Temis-

~couata (Mr.

Gauvreau). I congratulate the

; . House very heartily upon at least havin
ficits will be replaced by wonderful sur-' S y up eas g

present. in the able representative of Centre

"Toronto. the gentleman who is responsible
(for the existing tariff of this country. We

equilibrium has been restored, but I must !

come to a conclusion, as I realize that allow-

ing myself to be carried away by the mar- who has just,

‘us his opinicns.
raising the curtain of the future, I am apt; ! 1° o
to forget that I am taking the time of the :
House and I must not abuee the.mdul‘“once i connected with machinery and hardware :
Let me, Sir, before 1:

vellous things which meet my gaze, when.

of thge hen. members.
resume my seat. tender my thanks to the
Government of this country

idle hopes. I know that the hon. gentle-
men who now sit on the Treasury benchee

are not satisfied, as was the case under the:

Conservative rule, with a deluge of words in
a desert of ideas, but. on the contrary, that
all promises are redeemed. I know that
the Government are not satisfied with gov-
erning. but that. they make it a point to
forecast events, and through that political

foresight not only is the stability of a gov-:

ernment secured. but our finances and com-
mercial prosperity are likewise made stable.
Truly, fortune smiles on us; wealth is
ours ; and to quote the words of the hon.
gentleman who was at the time the young

and talented member for Drummond-Artha- |

baseca. we are no longer threatened with the
chastisement of Tantalus. but rather with
the effects of the over-indulgence experi-
enced by Gargantua. At all events, pros-
perity is ours once more. and if I rightly
understand the utterances which re-echo

from all parts of the country. peace, union.

harmony are going to prevail in this coun-
try. Allow me, Mr. Speaker, to give expres-
sion to a wish from the innermost depths
of my heart, and it is this: may the day
soon dawn over this country we all love so
much, when we may be enabled in a com-
~mon feeling of brotherhood. all and every
one of us, men of British, French Canadian,

Scoteh or Irish descent, whether Protestants.

or Catholics. may we. I say. all repeat in
unison. so that they may re-echo to the re-
motest .corners of the Domimon that sublime
message sent by heaven to the earth, those
~ sublime words which" re-echoed throughout
the heavens of Galilee under the light of the
Star of Bethlehom: * Glorv to God in the
highest, and on earth peace. good will to-
ward men.” who have it to heart to make
this Canada of ours a rich, free and Pros-.

perous country, through the union of all our’

fellow-countrymen, irrespective of the di-
_versity of creeds and languages -

Str CHARLES TUPPER. Iam éure that
:'the House has listened with very. great

Mr GAUVREAU.

:had a good deal of curiosity to know how
I could further say that the <uch a remarkable production was brought

. about

but we were informed, during the
election campaign in Centre Toronto. that

‘the architect of the tariff was the gentleman

with so much ability, given
We knew that he was a
distinguished manufacturer, we knew that
he had a very large and important industry

but we did not know, until the revelations

- made during the discussion in that election,

and congratl- 4.+ the hon. gentleman had constructed.

late them for having given us more than:

line by line. the present tariff, that there
was fot a sinzle article from A. to Z. that

i had not passed under his careful inspection,

‘model prepared

admission

do if they got into power.
j cause of that consternation, what was the

and—I think he went very far towards
saying—received his imprimatuar. Now,
Sir, it is always a satisfaction to know who
is responsible in these cases. But I was a
little surprised that the gentleman, although
the architezt of this great tariff, and having
the advantage of having a very admirable
beforehand for uim to
follow, should make the very remarkable
that he did make during his
irteresting address. That. admission was
that there was a great deal of consternation
throughout this country caused by antici-
pations of what the Liberal party would
What was the

reason for it ? 'Why. the reason was that
there were a number of people in this coun-
try who believed that these gentlemen were
sincere, that they reuslly meant what they
said when in Opposition. and that if they
obtained power they would carry out the
pledges they had given to the people.. And

'1 think I can tell the hon. gentleman (Mr.

Bertram) what relieved the public mind,
what it was that gave that buoyancy to
the feelinzs of the business men of this -
country that he says they at present enjoy.
The reason is that these’ business men
found that they were mistaken in supposing
that the Liberals were sincere. The busi-

‘uess men found that these gentlemen who,

during eighteen years—except for a brief
period when they were advocating unre-
stricted reciprocity and the taking of the

tariff of United States as a model, for Can-

ada—had been declaring that it the.y ob-

tained power they would tear up protection
| root and branch, who had been saying, in

the forcible: language used by the right hon.
the First Minister (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) on
the other side of the water that protection '

‘was a curse to.Canada—instead or redeem-

ing their ‘pledges had called in. a ‘bloated.

;manufacturer who had been fattening upon ; 
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the vitals of the country to frame a tariff
for this Dominion.

That, I think, ;nust in some measure av-
count for the tariff that has been construct-
ed. I can only say. Sir, that the pre-

sence of that hon. <feutlem.m in this House '

to-day. the speech made by him as the archi-
tect of this tariff, as the man upon whom
the Government depended for its construc-
tion.

Finanee Minister (Mr.
was only an initial step. and that thev
were going straight on to redeem their free
trade promiscs, wese a mere delusion ; for
we now learn that the tariff is a finality,
that for ten years. as the hon. gentleman
promised the people of this country dur-

ing rthe Centr: Toronto election. no change

was to be made in this tarift. And there is
no doubt that he was warranted in saying

so, because the right hon. the First Min-

ister, on returning to the shores of Canr
ada, stated, in the first public announce-
irent that he made, that one of the great-

est ilajuries that could be inflicted upon|

the country was the tinkering of its tariff,

and that it.must rest where it was. Now.

I do not know whether that would quite

satisfy the hon. members who sit behind

the Government and who have been led to
believe that the few reductions in the tariff,
slight as they were, were only the entering
wedge which was to be driven steadily
in-uniil a free trade tariff was attained. 1
do not krow how these gentlemen will
be pleased, but I think that the people of
Canada will read with great satisfaction
that there is to be no more tinkering witl
the tariff, and ne further reductions made

in it. They know that Canada has attained
oper- |1

its present position under the
ation of a tariff very much like that which
the hon. member for Centre Toronto is in
favour of;
Canada owes its present position to such a
tariff ; that by its means it was lifted out
of the slough of despond into which it
sank when those hon. gentlemen were in
power before, at a time when poverty and
want were stalking through this country
until & protective tariff was brought for-
ward. They know that under the protec-
‘tive tariff every industry in this country
was re-invigorated, that hundreds of indus-

tries which it had been impossible to carry

. on previously, were brought into existence,

that labour has been employed, and that

- money and wealth have been distributed
throughout this country in virtue of that
protective tariff.  'Therefore, I say that it
i no. wonder that .the intelligent. people
of this: country acquainted with those facts,

were. greatly dismayed at the promise made

 to. implement the pledges that had been
‘given ‘to Parliament -before those -gentle-
men: came into power. Now, however, ]
* think the people  are becoming reassured.
f;But what ‘does - the hon gentleman say ?

and the declaration that he has made. .
#1l prove that the statements made by the
Fielding) that this

they know very well that

‘bigh price of. wheat.
branch of industry that owes one jot or

Does he mean to tell us that the tariff
of the Conservative party was not sufficient-
Iy protective, because, as one of lhis first
steps. h# has had thie duty on coloured
cottons increased ? If we are to under-
stand that. it will be another evidence to
the country of the power of that hon. gen-
tleman, and ancther assurance to the coun-

try  that while he sits in this House he

will not permit of any trifling with this off-
spring of his that he is so proud of hav-
ing brought into existence.

Now, Sir. I am unable to follow to any
great extent the very eloquent address de-
livered by the hon. member for Temiscouata
(Mr. Gauvreau). I understand that hon.
gentleman is a poet, and although I was

‘1ot able to follow his address in the French

language as closely as I would like to have
done, I understand that he attributed the

‘existing prosperity of trade in Canada to
‘the present Government.

Well, Sir. they
say that there is a license permitted to
roets in dealing with hard facts which is
ot permitted to ordinary individuals, and
1 think the hon. gentleman must have been

-exercising largely his poetic license when

bhe made that statement. The hon. member
for Centre Toronto frankly stated that one
of the chief causes of the present prosperity
¢f Canada, at which we all rejoice, because
we ave all equally interested in it, was
the bountiful crop with which Providence
had favoured this country. I do not sup-

pose that even a poet would consider it
quite right to claim ecredit to the Govern-
nient f91 what Peovidense had done for the
country. But there is something else which
was not referred to, and which has also
had an important beauna on this question,
and that is the high plice of wheat, the
fact that wheat, one of the great staple _
exports of this country has within the

last year, doubled the price which it has
commanded for seversl years prevmusly
Does the hon. gentleman claim crediz to
the Government for that fact? Does he
mean to say that they are responsible for the
famine in India, or for the drought in Rus-

‘sia ?—because, unless he does, he is not able

to claim credit for the Government for the
Sir, there is no cne.

tittle of its prosperity at this moment to
any act of which this Government has been
guilty. ‘

Now, Sir, I propose to come to the bpeech
itself. T. find that the first matter men-

ficned here, and to which allusion was made.
by the hon. member for Centre Toronte, was =
the loan i1ecently negotiated by the Finanece

Minister in London. I do not hesitite to

'eongratulate that hon. gentleman upon the

success of his loan.. We were all rejoiced
to. learn that the loan was negodiated vjen -
terms S0 favourable, that is a mitter of -

common congratulation to the couasry. But
I do not think that anything that has oc-
curred in that eonnection w.u'r-mts the -
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statement in the Speech *“that rhe credit
of Canada has never stood so hich in Euro-
‘pean markets.” I deny that. [ say that

when the late Governmant went out of

oftice. and when the hon. geuntieman went
to London. he found the eredit of Canada
stapding just as high as it sta.auls to-day ;
therefore that statement is not justifiedl by
the facts.

the Finance Minister. and we are all de-
lighted with it. But it is not true to say

that ho obtained a price better than the

2 per cents yvielded at a premium of 7, at
which they stood when we left powar, and
at which they stood when the nhon. gZel.-
tlerman went across the Atlantie. 1 ap-
peal to the hon. gentlem:n who was for-
merly Finance Minister (Sir Richard Cart-
wright) in verification of the statement

that the great improvement that took jlaze

to the credit of Canada in rhe money mor-
kets of the world. took place when we were
able to pass from 4 per 2ents 10 3 per
cents, and obtain the price that we did,
and under the administration of the Con-
servative party those 3 per ~2e¢nis :wradually
reached a premium of 7 per cent. But
there is another point in rezard to that
loar to which 1 want to e¢all the aten-

tion of the House., and particuiariy of iy

hon. friend the ex-Minister of Fingeee ‘Sir
Richard Cartwright)., and that is that I
am able to claim that the action taken by

‘the present Finance Minister supnorts a
view that I held in a very strong contro-
versy with the then Minister of Finance, and.

that was in regard to the question vhether
it was best, in the interests of Canada, that
a loan should be put on the British inarket

at a fixed price. or at a minimum price,

and tenders asked for. The hon. gentle-
man and I had a very fierce controversy
on that subject, as he will no doubt re-
member, and I claim that the present Fi-
nance Minister is a convert to my riew

rather than to that of the hon. gentleman

with whom I discussed the subject.

Now we come to that most interesting of
“all subjects, the Jubilee, and I am certain
there is no member in this House, and
. there is no person in this country, belonging
to any party or any class, whose heart was

not thrilled with the liveliest emotion at that

wonderful celebration. The spectacle ex-
hibited to the world of Her Majesty the
Queen surrounded not only by millions of
her loyal subjects vieing with each other in
devotion to her throne and persom, but
surrounded by representatives of all the
sreat outlying portions of the Empire, was
“a spectacle that will not soon be forgotten.
-1 say more. jeve , it]
.ot power manifested when Engiand, with.

‘out: drawing a ship from a foreign station,
without drawing a ship from her great fleet.

-in: the Mediterranean: presented to.the world
“a display of naval power such as had never

“before been witnessed, was a spectacle not

_ . Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

The loan was a creditable one,
it reflects credit upon the countev and wpon

‘tained.

tation he yielded to it.

‘than the PBritish public.

I believe that the exhibition:

only calculated to excite feelings of loyalty
and satisfaction in ewery British heart, but
to contribute to the peace of the world. I

‘wish to take this opportunity, and in doing

so I am representing the feelings not only
of every member on this side of the House
but of every individual in the country. to
tender my hearty congratulations to the
richt hon. leader of the Government, who
represented Canada on that occasion. on
the distinguished honours which he ob-
I could not. however, help wonder-
ing, when in common with all the rest of
us, I yesterday gazed with admiration on
the right hon. gentleman bedizened with the
order of the Grand Cross of St. Michuel
and St. George. and the Grand -Cross of
the Legion of Honour of France, iwhat his
democratic friends thought, those who used
to be roused to wild enthusiasm when he
{denounced with scorn those as tin pot titles.
I am afraid when the temptation was placed
before the hon. gentleman he was something
like Bob Acres with his courage—his demo-

cratic sentiments oozed from his fingers’

cnds, and being unable to resist the temp-
However, Sir, 1
lcok upon it as a matter of advantage to the
country that the right hon. gzentleman,
being now duly installed ia a most noble
and distinguished order. will be prepared
to maintain that which is not the least im-
pcrtant of British institutions, by which
Her Majesty marks her appreciation of
services rendered to the Crown by the be-
stowal of these important orders. Every-

one will agree with the reference made by
‘the hon. mover of the Address to the distin-
‘guished personality of the right hon. First

Minister. We all appreciate it. and we
were all gratified to know that in the person
of the Prime Minister the Dominion was
represented on the other side of the water
by one whose personalily was such that we
could all be justly proud of him. We all

recognized the force and truth of that ad-

mirable portrait painted by the great Latin
orator of Cambridze University. Professor

'Sandys, when he declared that the right

hon. gentleman spoke eloquently in two
languages. His eloquence gave him addi-
tional force, for there are no people in the
world. with perhaps the exception of the
French, who are more affected by eloquence
But before I pass
on, I wish to make one observation that
escaped me in rezard to these orders. I

‘observed with some little surprise from the

decorations worn by the right hon. gentle-
man, that he bad accepted the Grand Cross

of the Legion of Honour of France. 1 could

vot urderstand it—I cannot understand it
row.. I had a similar honour tendered to

‘me by the King of Belgium when I had the
‘honour of representing Canada as commis-

sioner at the Antwerp Exhibition. Knowing,
as- 1 did, that no British subject could ac-
cept a foreign order, except with the con-
sent of the Crown, I went to the Colonial
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- was the Chancellor of the Order of St
Michael a1d St. George, if I remember
uahﬂ},‘ at that time.
mission to accept an order precisely similar,

other from France, to that received by the
right hon. gentleman. That permission was
refused ; and it was not only refused, but
Sir Robelt Herbett placed in my hands a
statute which declared Her Majesty had not
the power to consent to the acceptance of
4 decoration from a foreign power except
for services on the battlefield. I do not
know whether

!

Office and saw Sir Robert Herbert, who such as 1 have ref‘er‘red to.

The answer

fof the right hon. gentleman to me was:
cWell, T am a free trader, but I am not

I applied for per-;

so fapatical a free trader that I would

;‘not be perfectly willing to adopt that pol-
except that one was from Belglum ana the:

icy to accomplish such a result. Mr. Fos-
ter unfortunately died, and a number of

ithe members of the Imperial Federation

i League were not so emphatically in favour

my hon. friend won his:

decoration on the battlefield ; but unless

he did so, I canaot understand why
should appear as Prime Minister of Canada

wearing a decoration that I understand to;

be prohibited by the authority of the Crown,
except in cases in which Her Majesty is
able te give consent, and that alone applies
to a distinetion won on the field of battle.

To pass to more serious subjects. I regret |

that the eloquenc2 with which the right
bhon. gentleman enthralled the people with

whom he came in contact on the other side !
of the Atlantie. was not used in the interest i tain that it had something to do with the

; dissolution

of Canada. I watehed narrowly the course
which the right hon.
during the time he was representing this
country, and it is with the deepest regret

that in the discharge of the duty which I;

owe to this House and the countiry. T am

compelled to say that instead of having:

used wisely his eloquence, which at such

& time might have accomplished more for;
Canada than perhaps at any other period in

our history, the right hon. gentleman forgot
what was
‘turned back not only on Canada but on
himself, and used the high authority with

which he was clothed to' do the greatest!
injury to Canada that it is possible for any |
I dare say

man to do. What was that ?
this House has not forgotten that the sub-
Ject of prefereatial trade has been discussed
in this couatry. What is preferential trade?
Preferential trade is the policy of adopting
an arrangement between the British Gov-

ernment and her colonies under which colo-

nial products will go into the markets of
England free as at present, while the pro-
ducts cf foreign countries coming into com-
petit;ion with them will be subjected to
du

In 1884 the Right Hon. Mr. Foster, one
of the most dlstm«uished men who ever
adorned the Llheral ranks in the United
Kingdom, founded the Imperial Federstion

League with a view of drawing more close- |

- 1y together the colonies and the mother
- country. He did me the honour to con-
sult me on more -tharn one occasion, and
I told him that after giving the subject
the closest consideration, I had arrived at
the  conclusion that what would bind the

colonies and the mother country indissolubly

together, was. a policy of preferential t raﬁs»

owing to the Dominion and ]

he

1

gentleman pursued

of going as far as he would in that direec-
tion. I had not takem much part in the
Lnperial Federation League from its forma-
tion down to 1889, but in the latter year
1 was pressed to attend the annual dinner
of the league, and to give my view in re-
ciard to the status of the question in Can-
ada. I repeated there that in order to
cement the tie that bhound the colonies to
the Crowm, it was in my judgment necessary
to adopt a poliey of preferential trade under
which the interests of Great Britain would
be greater in her colonies, and under which
the colonies in return would evipce their
gratitnde by giving a corresponding advan-
tage 1o British products in the markets of
Canada. That hecame the subject of a
very lively discussion. and I am quite cor-

of
At

the Imperial Tederation

League. all events, the difference of

;npmmn that arose in the league on that
coceasion led to the formation of the United

i

Empire Trade League in March, 1891. That

Heague was formed by leading gentlemen of

hoth parties in the House of (‘ommons and

in the House of Lords. who advecated by

all means in their power the adoption of
this policy of preferential trade on the
basis I have stated. 'They waited on the
Marquis of Salishury in 1891, and put be-
fore him the great advantages that would
accrue to the Empire if Great Britain adopt-
ed the policy of placing her colonies on a

: better footing than foreign nations in . her

markets.
plied :

The Marquis of Salisbury re-
That is a very grave queetnon v it is

one for which the public mind is hardly

prepared, and he told the deputqtmn to
go forth and promulgate their views, and
that- if the people of the country were
converted to that doctrine, then their bat-
tle would be won, because the Government
would offer no opposition. As a result of
this. at the close of the last general elec-
tion in England, those gentlemen were able
to go to Lord Salisbury and point out to
him that a very great number of the repre-
sentatives in Parliament had been elected

‘as avowed supporters of preferential trade

Lord Salisbury then said that it would be
impossible to take up the scheme unless
some plan were put forward on business:
principles. Our Parliament in 1891 resolved
that when the British Government would
admit to the United Kingdom the products
of Canada upon better terms than those ac-
corded to the products of foreign countries,
then Canada would be prepared to make a
corresponding reduction of duty in favour
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of British goods in her markets. In 1894

the historie conference took place in Ot--

tawa, at which were represented Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa, Canada and
England, and after full discussion a resolu-
tion was adopted affirming the principle of
the resolution passed by the Parlinment
of Canada, and asking that Her Majesty's
Government would favourably consider the
question.  Unfortunately., it fell to the duty
of the Marquis of Ripon to reply to that ap-
peal. and 1 need not tell any person who
i acquainted - with English  polities  that
the Marquis of Ripon was Colonial Secre-
try in a Government which rested upon
a very narrow majority in the House of
Comumons, 4wl which, however otherwise
well disposed. was not in a position to deal
with such a question as that.  When the
members of the United Empire Trade League
went back to Lord Salisbury in 1896, and
pressed him to give effect to the declara-

tions that had been so thoroughly sustained

throughout the country at the general elec-
tion, he told them he wanted a scheme.
In that year I came to Canada—as I dare
say some hon. gentlemen will recollect—and
I was invited to deliver an address before
the Moutreal Beard of 'Trade. In that
address 1 endeavoured to show the practi-
cability and the feasibility of the adoption
of that poliey, and I urged it in the strong-
est possible manner.

of commodities within. the Empire, consistent
with the tariff requirements incident to the main-
tenance of the local government of each kingdom,
deminion, province or colony, now forming part
of the British family of nations.
That was very specific and very clear. An
hon. gentleman who is now a member of
this House. although he was not then. Mr.
Osler, was sent to represent the Board of
Trade. and to press this resolution 1 have
only read the last clause of it. because that
is the most important; and when he had
put that resolution hefore the Congress of
the Chambers of Commeree of the Empire,
the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, the
(Colonial Secretary, who opened the con-
ference. made a most important and strik-
ing speech. in whicli he substantially en-
dorsed the resolution passed by the Board
of Trade. and maintained that the poliey
was  perfectly practicable of accomplish-
ment on those terms He said: ‘

If they (the colonies) desire, as we desire,
and as we believe they do, this closer union—
if they are willing to make some sacrifice of

. their present arrangements and convictions in

order tosecure it—let them say so. Let the
cffer come voluntarily from them, and I be-
live it will be considered in this country, not in
any huckstering spirit, but that it will be en-

" tertained as part of the great policy which is in-

EY

rgr y T Ay, Y ”* . )
The "Toronto ** Globe, . Majesty throughout the world.

the organ of the great Liberal party in:

this country, criticised my action. and said :
Why should Sir Charles Tupper waste his
time and his breath in advocating prefer-
ential trade in Montreal, when it is a pol-

icy which every man in this country will

hold up both his hands in support of ; and

thie * Globe’ further said : The battle has:

to be fought in England. Well, the “ Globe " will admit that no more solemn obligation

was right in that. I have no hesitation in
saying that when on this great Jubilee oc-

represented by the leader of this Govern-

ment. that battle would have been won if ing power at their hands.

it had been fought in England by him.
Sir. I shall give you my reasons for en-
tertaining that opinion. My answer to the
“Globe” was: It is quite true that the
battle must be fought in England. and that
is why I am here urging upon the boards

of trade at this meeting in Montreal, and:

all over Canada, to send delegates to re-
present them at the Congress of the Cham-
bers of Commerce of the Empire, and press
there this question of preferential trade.
The Toronto Board of Trade passed a reso-
lution affirming the policy in the strong-

est and most emphatic terms, and suggest-

ing precisely how, in their opinion, it should
be carried out. That resolution read as
follows :— ‘

Resolved, that, in the opinion of this confer-

ence, the advantage to be obtained by a closer.

union between the various portions of the British
Empire are so great as to justify an arrangement
as nearly as possible of the nature of a Zollver-
ein, based upon principles of the freest exchange

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

- ter.

tended to unite in the closest bonds of affection
and of interest all the communities which are
under the British flag and all the subjects of Her

The next authority we have on that im-
portant question is no less distinguished a
person than the right hon. the First Minis-
He was then appealing to the people

-of this country to give him power, and

was stating io the people what he would
do if they clothed him with power; and
I think that every member of this House

can rest on the shoulders of any public

casion, Canada had an opportunity of being DB2a1 than the obligation to redeem hon-

ourably, honestly and faithfully the pledges
he gives to the electorate when he is seek-
This is what
he said at London, on the 17th of May,
1896 :

In regard to this question of preferential trade,

| Mr. Laurier desired to say' that Sir Charles Tup-

rer was no more favourable to the idea than
himself. ‘
He went on to say:

My hope is—nay, my conviction is—that on the
2:rd of June the Liberal party will be 2t the
head of the poils ; and then it will be the Lib-
eral party, with its policy of a revenue tariff,
that will send commissioners to London to ar-
range for a basis of preferential trade.

These were the terms in which the hon.
gentleman pledged himself to carry out the
policy of preferential trade if he obtain-
ed power. Under these circumstances, had
we not a right to expect that some effort
at all events, on his part would be made to
show that he had not attempted to delude
the people of this country with false pro-
mises, only to trample them under his feet
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and to turn his back upon them after they
- had accomplished the purpose of securing
~ for him his position of power and infiu-
ence ? The hon. gentleman had the op-
por tunity placed in his hands, and T hold
in my hand the speech with which he was
met by His Grace the Duke of Devon-
shire at Liverpool on landing, on the very
threshold of his entrance into England, on
which occasion, as hon. gentliemen know,
the Duke of Devonshire made a speech
which brought down upon him next morn-
ing the denunciation of the extreme free
traders and Cobdenites all over the United
‘Kingdom. They declared that he had shown
on thdt occasion that for the purpose of
meeting the views of the colonies he was
prepared to turn his back on free trade
and adopt a preferential tariff between Eng-
land and ler colonies. He said:

Very few disciples of free trade fifty years
ago would have believed for a moment that at
this time France and Germany would be carry-
ing on an enormous trade under strictly pro-
hibitive conditions, and not only that they would
not have opened their markets to us, but they
would be competing over us for the possession
of as large a portion as possiblq of the surface

of the earth, not for the purpose of opening it

up out of the universal benefits of* free trade,
but for the purpose of excluding from those por-
tions English trade. The world has not become
the commereial paradise which was predicted in
the early days of free trade opinion, when it
was hoped that free trade would bind all the
pations of the earth so closely together that it
would be a matter of comparatively little im-
portance by whom they were ruled, or under
what influence they were governed. We have

since learned by painful experience: that no old

nor new markets are being thrown open to us
by the influence of free trade alone, and that if

we want to provide for increasing commerce,

which is neczessary for the support of our in-
‘¢creasing population, we must find those markets
for ourselves, and must use every opportunity

either of expanding or consolidating our colonial |

possessions.

Here was the evidence, given in the strong-
est terms, that His Grace was prepared to
follow in the lines so admirably laid down
by Mr. Chamberlain, of adopting a policy
of preferential trade within the Empire.
Sir George Turner, the Premier of Victoria,
was present on that occasion, and I will
read as short an extract as possible from
his speech, although I should like to read a
longer one. in order to give the House the
spirit of the position he occupied :

If proposals be made to us which will show
us that the whole of our trade, the whole of our
dealings can be on fair, just and equitable
terms conducted with Great Britain, we wili
only be too willing to enter into that bargain,
because we know that that will be manifestly
for the beneﬁt and advantage of all of us who
are part of this great Empire.

The Premier of New Zealand, the Hon. A.
J. Seddon, said :
I am proud that it has been reserved to us to

listen to the admirable address which His Grace
has given this afterncon. Since thirty years

2

ago, when this matter was first discussed, there

' has gone forward a movement which will in-

creasef in strength and volume until all doubts
be removed, and that, instead of that, which
you all require going to foreign nations, we can
givel you that help ; we desire to do so. Help
us to do it and you are doing your duty to the
great Empire to which we. all have the honour
to belong. ILet me remind you of what took
place at the conference in London in June last.
There the thinking men of our nation, those
who command cur manufactures, those who com-
mand the commerce and trade of our country,
showed that'they desired to put to the} world,

| apd to put to those in charge of Imperial af-

fairs what their views honestly were upon this
subject. And he who is at the present moment
at the head of colonial affairs—I aliude to the
Right Homn. Mr. Chamberlain—said : ** Let the
colonies come to us with a proposal or propos-

" als, and it shall not be treated in any huckster-

ing spirit.”” Nothing was done under that until
recently, but there was a conference held of the
Prime Ministers of Australia at Hobart, and a
resolution was passed in which we said that we
had not arrived at that stage at which proposals
should be made, but that the situation is so

- grave and serious that, in the interests of the

colonies and of the Empire, it should be in-
quired into.

I regret to say that instead of the right
hon. gentleman realizing what every hon-
est man in Canada looked to him for, in-

 stead of doing what he had solemnly pledg-

ed himself to do, he turned his back upon

- Canada, he turned bis back wupon . him-

self, and rejected this very proposal at the

' outset, which, I have shown, step by step,

accumulated such tremendous cogency and
force. These are the terms in which he
spoke :

I claim for the present Government of Can-
ada that they have passed a resolution by which
the products of Great Britain are admitted on the
rate of their tariff, at 12% per cent, and next
vear at 25 per cent reduction. This we bavs
done, not asking any compensation.

Are there any terms in the English lan-
guage which the hon. gentleman could
have used that could be more opposed to
the pledze he had given ? Because the
whole question was one of compensation,
and that was a question which Mr. Cham-
berlain declaredi would be decided in no .
huckstering spirit. If the colonies, he said,
would make a proposal to give benefit to
Imperial trade, the British Government
were ready to consider the advisability of
giving that preference to the products of
the colonies in the British market which

was of such vital consequence to Canada.

The right hon. leader of the Government
Went on to say :

There is a class of our citxzens—-——-—

Mark, Mr. Speaker, the sneer. What did
the * Globe” tell the right hon. gentle-
man ? The “Globe” told him that every
man, womau and child whe was old
enough to know and realize the importance
preferential trade would be to Canada was
of one opinion, and that was that it was
most desirable to get it. And yet we have

REVISED EDITION..
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from the right hon. gentleman this sneer, !
not at the Conservative party alone, but, if
the * Globe ” stated the truth, at every in--

telligent person in the country.

There is a class of our fellow citizens who
ask that all such concessions should be made for
“ quid pro quo.’

But that is, Mr. Speaker, the very basis,:
the foundation of preferential trade within

the Empire.

The Canadian Government ha
such sentiments. Lo

‘Was that the language the right hon. gen-

tleman held in London, Ont.,, when he said
he woee# as strong in favour of preferential

trade as I was. or the language he used at.

Toronto when he said that his best efforts

wouli be used to ob*ain that preferential

trade. of such vital importance, on the lines

suggested by the Rizht Hon. Mr. Cham--
The right hon. geatleman con-:

berlain %
tinued :

We have done it because we owe a debt of grati- -
tude to Great Britain. We have done it because,
it is no intention of ours to disturb in any way

the system of free trade which has done so much
for England. ‘ :

If the right hon. gentleman were in a posi-
tion to cut adrift from the oblizations which -
he solemnly assumed and which rested upon
him, if he were in a position to place a:
value upen a Cobden medal that was over :
and above all the interests of Canada, then
it wounld have been all right for him to use.

such language. No terms that can be found

in the Iknglish language more -calculated
to violate the pledge the hon. gentleman .

had given to the people of this country as
to what he would do when in power. And

when he was clothed with power, and on:
that great jubilee occasion, when the Eng- '

lish people were ready to give us every-

thing for nothing almost, he had no right:
to say on behalf of Canada that he was:

looking simply to thic mess of pottage

which he had made up his mind to secure.

I shall not have to labour much to bring

every unprejudiced mind in this House to
the conclusion that the hon. gentleman did:

not realize our just expectations and failed
to discharge that duty towards his country
which his country expected him to dis-
charge. Again, at Birmingham Mr. Cham-
berlain, in glowing language, showed the
vital importance of adding the tie of inter-

est to the tie of sentiment, of having a:
mutual bond of self-interest binding the:
colonies and the mother country together, :

of recognizing this prineple of commercial
confederation. But what language did my
right hon. friend use ? He said : ‘

Many schemes of uniord had been suggested,
but they all had the fatal objection of interfering
with the freedom of trade of the colonies.

Does the hon. gentleman say that we want
such freedom of trade In the colonies as
will prevent our products, when sent to

ignored all:

now ? 1 think that such an interference
' with our trade would be welcomed by
every man of any intelligence. My right
hon. friend continued :

The colonies had already granted certain con-
cessions 1o the mother country, but they asked
. for no ‘ quid pro quo,” no pound of flesh.

I have, Mr. Speaker, been tighting the
battle for preferential trade actively since
: 1889 down to the present hour, at the
. boards of trade all over the United King-

dom, and in every section whenever the
- opportunity offered, and the bitterest op-
ponent of preferential trade never took
grounds stronger, more emphatic, more de-
termined against it than the right hon..
gentleman took on this question, which, the
"organ of his party declared, was considered
by every man of intelligence in Canada as
fof great importance to our country, and
which he had himself endorsed in the full-
-est possible manner. Let me quote still
- stronger language which the hon. gentle-
man used, as if he were determined to
break down, at once and for ever, this agi-
tation for preferential trade between the
~mother country and her colonies :

What we give you by our tariff we give you
in gratitude for the splendid freedom under
which we have prospered. It is a free gift.
We ask no compensation. Protection has; been
the curse of Canada ; we would not see you
come under its baneful infiluence—for what
weakens you must weaken us.

Now, Sir, this is the mode in which the
hon. gentleman disappointed the just ex-
. pectations of the peowle of this country
.in reference to this vitally important ques-
.tion of preferential trade. I leave it to
‘the judgment of this House, I leave it to the
‘candid consideration of every intelligent
‘man in this country, whether I should not
fail ir my duty as a ma2mber of this House
ard as a citizen of Canada if I did not draw
"attention tc the facts.

But, Sir, the right hon. gentleman seems
:to be equal to any fortune. When I eame
from England, I was interviewed on tha
: subject of what had taken place on the
- other side of the water. and I then gave
i expression to the view I am expressing
'now—that the leader of the Government
when clothed with power to represent the
Dominion on this great jubflee occasion had
utterly failed to redeem the promises that
he had made. And the hon. gentleman
himself seams to have come to the conclu-
sion that I was not very far wrong. He
attended a banquet at Toronto and made
a speech there. Let me contrast that
speech with his previous utterances. 'The
 hon. gentleman, having performed the acro-
'batic feat of taking a double somerssult
| between Canpada and Great Britain had
i returned to Canadian soil and now found
fhimself face to face with the men he had
betrayed. I do not use too strong a term

the great markets of the United Kingdom,| When I say that he had betrayed the men
obtaining higher prices than they obtain 1 who took him at his solemn pledged word

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.
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and gave him power to accomplish thxs¥ As I have said before, that is diplomacy
great work for Canada, seeing that though, ! with a vengeance. He went on to say that
having such an opportunity as a man does | he had got the denunciation of the treaties,

not have more than once in a lifetime to do |
a great work for his country and gain a|

S

that there was nothing now in the way,
that the coast was clear and the ground

reputation that would live through all:ready for discussion, and that the discussion
time in the hearts and minds of Canadians, icould go on with the hope of obtaining
vet he, dazzled with this Cobden medal|some satisfactory solution of the problem.
craze and desiring to add this brilliant de ; Where is he now ? He has turned his back

caration to the othars he had obtained, ; upon free trade and upon Cobdenism. Re-
turned his back upon himself and upon:turning to his own country he gives it as

Capada. But, when face to face with thg
men he had betrayed, what did he say !
He said :

I have only this to say with respect to this
charge of these self-constituted diplomats——

Well, Sir, I have never called myself a

diplomat, although the hon. gentleman was

good enouzh to ceafer this distinction upon
me. I hope I hive not proved more un-
worthy of it than the right hon. gentleman
himself proved in his great diplomatic
feat with the United States when he un-
bosomied himself to a newspaper reporter
and paraded a long series of matters that
he intended to discuss with the American
republic.

that he has come to the conclusion that i
- was right.
of it.

of Trade and Commerce (Sir Richard Cart:
wright) has begun to rise, and we hear him
saying at least that we must stand upon
our dignity. I do not wish to be under-
stood as sayinZ that the right hon. gentle-

man (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) has no diplomatic | &, vicsioners as well a8 to Ambassadors.

talent, because I find that, after this good-:

patured sn2er at your humble servant on
the subject of diplomacy, he endeavecured
to show that he was a practical diplomat,
that he had, in fact, exhibited an amount of
diplomacy that was really remarkable and
most creditable. I can only say that I will
give to the House the language of the right
hon. gentleman on that occasion, which will
show the kind of diplomacy he was pre
: pared to use. He said:

preferential treatment in the markets of Great
Britain, I would not/ only have been wanting in
patriotism, but I would have have been wanting
in reason—I simply would have been an idiot—
if I had failled to obtain such  preference.
(Laughter and applause)

1 have not used any language so strong as
that which the right hon. gentleman has used
towards himself. But I cannot contradict
him, seeing that it is exactly what he did.

23

And, by the way, I told the:
hon. gentleman at the time that that kind
of diplomacy would not pay, that it would
not do to attempt to accomplish a great
~diplomatic feat in that way; and I think;

the only excuse why he did not try to get
preferential trade that he could not get it.

| One is reminded of the old quotation :

It was all very well to dissemble your love,

But why did you kick me downstairs ?
Though he dissembled his love for Miss
Preferential Trade, there was surely no

' reason for kicking her downstairs as an

evidence of his affection for her. But the
ught hon. gentleman is not altogether want-

ing in diplomatic talent, for he has really

adopted the policy of his great Krench
diplomatic prototype. We all know that
the name of Talleyrand will be handed
down to future generations as that of one
of the most accomplished diplomats that
ever lived, and the basis of Talleyrand's
diplomacy was that ambassadors were sent
abroad to lie for their country—that an
ambassador could not be expected to tell

‘ihe truth.

He has had evidence enough
He and his colleagues have been:
down to Washington, they have virtually:
been on their knees time and again to the
Government and the Congress of the United .
States, and have come back utterly discom-:
fited. so snuch so that the ire of even the
great jover of the United States, the Minister ;

- 8¢en.
Certalnly, it 1 thought I could have obtained |

for my country, for the products of Canada, &

I observe by the conversation going on
between the lead2r, the hon. gentleman
opposite and his colleague (Sir Richard
Cartwright) that I am being subjected to
some criticism. I may possibly have at-
tributed the saying to the wrong person,
but we know that Talleyrand’s maxim was
that a lie was all right if the truth could
be reached by means of it. :

The MINISTER OF TRADIE AND COM-
MERCE (Sir Richard Cartwright). I was
just wondering if the motto the hon.
gentleman has quoted applied to High

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Now, having
questioned the right of the hon. gentieman
to the character of a diplomat, I had oc-
casion to run my eye over the history of
Talleyrand and find some remarkabie
likenesses in the right hon. gentleman, to
him. No doubt, he will be deeply grati-
fied to hear what I say, for he knews that
1 am comparing him with one of the most
astute diplomats that the world has ever
Those who are interested in the
matter will ind in Appleton’s encyclopedia
of biography, under the title Talleyrand, the
following :—

Here the question occurs, therefore, What
were his convictions ? Faith in what any single
party might understand by principle Talleyrand
bhaq not ; yet he possessed some rare quality of
mind which to him, supplied the place of such
a faith, and which has been aptly designated a

‘ supernatural indifference '—an indifference not
to his own fate, but to whatsoever event mighs
befall the men or the institutions surrounding
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him, so that his own schemes remained buoyant.
Napoleon’s summary judgment of him is per-
haps nearer the truth than any more laboured
criticism, and his words are these : ‘ Talleyrand
was always in a state of treason, but it was a
treasonable complicity with fortune herself ; his
circumspection was extreme, he conducted him-
self towards his friends as if, at some future
time, they might become his enemies——"

I think there is a little resemblance there.

——*and towards his enemies as though they
might become his friends.”

I think we have had some evidence of that,
toe, not very long ago.

This, after all the apologies we have read of
him, seems to, be the sum of the matter, and
however admirable such & character might be as
a minister of foreign affairs, there is surely too
much of the Mephistopheles element in it to sat-
isfy any lover of homesty ; it is a judgment,
also, by no means ex parte in character, for the
fact stated is implied in the very apology for
him. What else is the argument that he shifted
from one party to another, lest he should par-
take in the threatened corruption of the body
of which he foresaw the decay, except another
way of stating his treasonable complicity with
fortune ? and what would any cause be worth if
all its supporters were in this state of perennial
treason towards it ? What, again, is the meoral
worth of that man, however great his capacity,
who osupports a cause on condition of its suc-
cess ?

Now, Sir, I am quite sure that the hon.
gentleman will accept that in full of any
criticism of him as regards the likeness
that I have discovered between him and
his great French prototype. But, Sir, the
Toronto “ Globe’ came to his rescue. They
found that the hon. gentleman was in a
very tight place. They knew that he had
declared in Toronto what he would do if he
got into power, and they knew that he had
done the very reverse of what he had pro-
mised, that he had done everything that
man could do to prevent any person har-
bouring a sentiment favourable to preferen-
tial trade. The * @lobe* came to his rescue
with a falsehood—nothing more or less;
and I will prove that, because it was not
merely a misstatement—the ‘ Globe” un-
derstands this question too well to be mis-
taken. They came to his rescue with this
statement :

It iz jJust as well that the real facts of the
matter should be known. During the visit of
the coionial premiers to Great Britain, Mr.
Chamberlain made the proposition that there
should be absolute free trade between Britain
and her colonies, on condition that the former
placed a small customs tax on commodities from
foreign countries.

I8 that true? The right hon. gentleman
knows that it is false. He knows that no
such thing took place between the Premiers.
What did take place between Mr. Chamber-
lain and the Premiers is on record. Mr.
Chamberlain has placed it on the Table
of the House of Commons, and has
given the most emphatic contradiction
to the “Globe”. Now, I will quote the

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

hon. gentleman against himself and against
the * Globe,” and I will show that the
statement made in the “ Globe” that Mr.
Chamberlain’s policy was one of absolute
free trade. is the very reverse of the truth.
Mr. Chamberlain declared in the presence
of the assembled Chambers of Commerce
of the Empire, that he adopted the Toronto
resolution, which was in favour of a
revenue tariff, and that is the construction
that hon. gentleman placed upon it himself.
Now, Sir, the First Minister. in Toronto, on
the 4th of June, 1896, is reported to have
said—speaking then as leader of the Op-
position :
Now, the statesmen of Great Britain——

I ask the atiention of tbe House to this,
because it sums up the whole case with a
clearness, a perspicuity and an accuracy
that I think are calculated to excite the
admiration of the friends of preferential
trade.

Now, the statesmen of Great Britain have
taught that the governments of the colonies
bave come to a time when a new step can be
taken in their development. What is that ? That
there should be a commercial agreement be-
tween England and the colonies. That practical
statesman, Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, has come
to the conclusion that the time has come when
it is possible to have within the bounds of the
Empirs a new. step taken which will give to the
colonivs in England a preference for their pro-
ducts over the products of other nations. What
will be the possibilities of such a step if it was
taken?

The hon. gentleman was then seeking
power, not abusing it after he had got it.

We sell our goods in England. We send our
wheat, our butter, our cheese, all our natural
products, but there we have to compete with
similar products from the United States, from
Russia and from other nations. Just see what
a great advantage it would be to Canada; if the
wheat, cheese and butter which we would send to
England should be met in England with a pre-
ference over similar products of other nations.
The possibilities are immense.

Then the hon. gentleman was seeking the
suffrages of the people. But not so when
he begged England to turn her back upon
that policy and to have nothing to do with
preferential trade because it involved pro-
tection, and protection had been a curse to
Canada, and he, as a Canadian, was anx-
fous that England should be spared any
such misfortune.

England does not expect that; we should take
her own system of free trade.

There is the answer to the * Globe,” there
is the true answer, there is the policy of
Mr. Chamberlain, as outlined In the clear-
est terms.

England does not expect that we should take
her own system of free trade such as she has it ;
but T lay it before you that the thing the Eng-
lish people would expect in return is that, in-
stead of a principle of protection, we should
adopt a revenue form of tariff pure and simple.
boo'l‘hese are conditions on which we can have that

n.
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The hon. gentleman said that his policy'
was a revenue tariff policy, and that he
was in a position to obtain that. Now, Sir,
I think we have disposed of that question !
for the moment. We have shown that the:
right hon. gentleman has utterly failed to.
1ealize the just expectations of the people.
and the Parliament of Canada, but that, on
the other hand, he has done all that man
could do to strike down a policy that
every person knows is of vital importance
to this country. When it is remembered
that the United Kingdom consumes a hun- .
dred millions of bread and meat more than
she can raise and that, under that policy,
we could furnish the whole of it from Can-
ada, ‘ just imagine,” to use the eloquent
and graphic illustration of the right hon.
gentleman, just imagine the possibilities of
such a condition of things.

Now, Sir, I come to that clause in this
Speech in reference to the Jubilee, in which
we are asked to congratulate ourselves

——upon the warm appreciation manifested
everywhere throughout the mother country in
reference to the conduct of Canada in materially
reducing the rate of duty upon goods imported
from the United Kingdom into the Dominion.

They did not do it, Sir. Not only did they
not do it, but there never was a more com-
plete delusion iwinposed upen any country
than that imposed upon the people and
press in England in reference to this pre-
tended policy of preferential trade brought
forward at the last session of this Parlia-
ment. We drew attemtion to that at the
time. There is no doubt that it served a
purpose ; there is no doubt that almost the
whole of the I.ondon press and of the pro-
vincial press through England caught at
the prospect and became wildly enthusi-
astic in favour of that nolicy. And why ?
Why. Sir, as a rule, it was understood that
the resolution proposed by the Parliament.
of Canada was one to prevent any country
that did not do as England did, accept the
goods of Canada without any duty at all,”
from enjoying the same advantage. A gen-
tleman wrote a long article in one of the
quarterlies, and the whole basis of his ar-
gument was that the policy of Canada had
been laid down emphatically, that no other -
country than England could enjoy this ad-
vantage, because no country could enjoy it
unless she received the goods of Canada
upon the same terms that England did. The
whole thing was a complete delusion. but it
was considered to be a most wonderful ad-:
vantage to England. Merchants and manu- .
facturers in the United XKingdom, all those.
who are anxious to sell their goods, were led
to believe that Canada was offering a mighty
boon to the people of England. without
money and without price, that a great reduc-
tion was being made in the duties, which:
would be the means of building up and in-
creasing trade between that country and the
Dominion. All this was based on a complete
delusion, which was thoroughly exposed in
this House last session. But I must say

-—

ithis to hon. gentlemen opposite : all this
furore, all this excitement, all the interesc
created ou this subject in the United King-
dom was due to us and not to you. Where
would you have been with your preferential
tariff if we had not fought you to the death
at the polls in 1891, and prevented you
carrying out a policy of adopting the tariff
of the United States as against England ?
1f you had not been defeated and driven
back, if the country had not been rescued
ard saved from the treasonable attempt to
undermine the British institutions of this
country as well as her commercial policy,
You would not have had it in your power to
take off one-eighth of the duty on goods
coming in from the United Kingdom. Did
I use too strong a term in designating it a
treasorable policy to British institutions ?
What did we hear the other day ? Hon.
Edward RBRlake—why he did it I cannot
quite understand—travelled through this
country, reminding the people that when an
attempt was made by the Liberal party to
Lreak down what he regarded as British
institutions and adopt an American policy
in this country, he had abandoned his party
and had left their ranks. The Liberals
having been defeated at the polls by the
Conservative party, the country had been
rescued, and the Liberal party had been
able to adopt a policy which would enable
him to sleep with them once more. I think
the right hon. the First Minister will admit
that one of the ablest of the premiers who
attended the International! Conference was
the Right Hon. Mr. Reid, Premier of New
South Wales.  What did Mr. Reid say ?
Let me read as neat a bit of sarcaism-—-it |
consists of only three sentences—as 1 ever
heard. Speaking at a meeting of the Cham-
bers of Commerce, he said :

Might he make a startling announcement ?
His friend, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, had announced
by the Canadian people a reduction of the some-
what heavy duties as a recognition of the prin-
ciple that bound them together. He honoured him
and the Canadian people for that step. If he had
come to tell them that one of the most flourish-
ing parts of the Empire—New South Wales—
was about to open her ports to British commerce
with a tariff fairer than her own, they would
hail the announcement with great pleasure. Un-
fortunately it occurrsd two years ago. (Cheers
and laughter.) If it had only occurred in tkis
memorable year of the Jubilee, he had no doubt
that the Premier of New South Wales would
have been the fiscal lion of the hour. (Laughter.)
But he had the misfortune to achieve his free
trade victory in the mother country of Austral-
asia two years ago. (Cheers.)

' Canada was about to take off a percentage

of the duties on English goods imported
irto the Dominion, and there was wild ex-
citement, every merchant, manufacturer
and artisan thinking he was forthwith to

' be made rich. Members of this House know

the result. ‘The New South Wales Gov-
ernment had removed, not one-eighth, hut
the whole of the duties from goods coming
into that colony from England, and yet
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their action bhad never excited a word of!
commendation or an expression of satisfac- |
tion for the benefit conferred. ‘

It being Six o’clock, the Speaker left the |
Chair. :

i
i

notwithstanding the fact that they submit-
ted that clause to the House and ainended

| their Bill, declared without any hesitation

or qualification that this was done as an
act of caution, that there was no doubt as
to the Government’s position, and no hon.

‘gentleman was so loud and pronounced as

After Recess.
|
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. [ regret very:
muchk to detain the House at such length,
but the subjects brought before the mnoticc .
of the House by the Speech seem to make .
it necessary to do so, and after all perhaps |
it is the most convenient mode to deal with !
these gquestions in order to save the time of |
the House. When you, Mr. Spesker, left.
the Chair I had come to the proposal of the:
Goverprment last session in regard to pre-|
ferential trade, aad it will be in the recol-|
lection of the House that a very sharp issue
was made between the hon. gentlemen on:
the Treasury benches and those on this side:
of the House. We have now reached the:
peint when we are in a position to deal:
more effectively with those questions than .
we were then. When the Government
proposed, with a great flourish of trumpets, .
to show their loyalty. by establishing a;
preference in favour of goods imported |
from the United Kingdom, we joined issue.
with them. and told them it was imprac-,
ticable under the measure they proposed to
accomplish anything of the kind. The !
House will recollect that we were met on
that occasion by the uniied phalanx of the
Treasury benches, who held that those
treaties did not apply. The resolution
offered tc the House read as follows :—

That when the customs tariff of any country
admits the products of Canada on terms which,
on the whole, are as favourable to Canada as
the terms of the Reciprocal Tariff herein referred
to, are to the countries to which it may apply,
articles which are the growth, produce, or manu-
facture of such couniry, when imported direct
therefrom, may then be entered for duty, or
taken out of warehouse for consumption in Can-
ada, at the reduced rates of duty provided in the |
Reciprecal Tariff set forth in Schedule “ D.”

The first point we took in respect to that
measure was, that the Government could
not pass it, that they could not obtain the
assent of the Governor General to it, tha:
ke would at once tell them that under his
iastructions it was impessible for him to
pass a measure of that kind. That objec-
tion was treated with great contempt by
hon. gentlemen opposite. But in the course
of a morth they grew wiser, and they re-
turned and very quietly proposed the clause
which we sald would be necessary in order
to enable the Governor General to give his
sanction to the Bill or to any Act whatever.
This clause provided for the Introduction of
all the countries which under treaty with
‘Great Britain might be found to be entitled
to the reduction. Hon. gentiemen opposite,
. 8ir CHARLES TUPPER,

the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, and
in referring to that hon. gentleman I desire
to say that I learned with pleasure of the

- honours conferred on him by the Crown and

I hope he will iong live to enjoy them. That
ben. gentleman scouted the idea presented
from this side of the House., and he de-

| livered a long argument, which was herald-
‘ed in some rather important journals in

England as an important deliverance on

. this constitutional question. It was stated as

an explanation of the fact that no reply was
made to the refutation of that hon. gentle-
man’'s argument, that although a young man
of some prominence, the hon. member for
Halifax. had made a reply, it was not neces-
fAry to answer it as the Government were

s anxious to close the debate. 1 believe the fact

is that th2 argument presented by the hon.’
member for Halifax was se overwhelming
that the Government sought in vain among
the legal talent of the opposite side of the
House for any one to undertake a reply. I
think I am correctly nformed when I
say that the answer the Government re-
ceived from their supporters in the legal
profession was that the answer of my hon.

i friend was overwhelming and unanswerable,
jand that is the true reason why the debate

was allowed to close without a reply being
attemmpted. What has been the result ? The
result has proved, notwithstanding the loud-
m-outhed afiirmations of the Minister of
Marine, that there was no foundation for
his argument, that it was a mass of so-
phistry and perverted the historical posi-
tion of the question, and in fact there was
nothing in it. It will be remembered that
when the First Minister asked what his
view of the question was, he rose and gave
it with great confidence. He said the Gov-
ernment had examined azll the treaties of
the world, every treaty of every country,
and had found that Englapd was the oniy
vcuntry that would be entitled to preference
under that clause, and therefore it would
give a cowmplete preference to Engiand.
That was the position taken. Hon. mem-
bers on this side of the House asked whst
about Belgium. The reply they received
was that Belgium was excluded, and the
Government were quite certain there was
1ot another country in the world except
England that would come within the pre-
ferential clause. After two or three days’
discussion the Government ascertained that
New South Wales would be entitled to it.

as its tarlf was absolutely lower fhan that

of Bngland ; that aske could not be exeluded,
but she was the only exception. We sug-
gested that  Holland, Japan and - cther

counirles could clalm the benefit of  the
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clause, and that it would be impossible to
shut them out. What has been the result ?
Here we have a sheaf of Orders in Council
extending from 23rd April to 5th November,
containing what? Day after day the
scales have fallen from the eyes of hon.
gentlemen opposite, and they bhave learned
that all the statements from this side of the
House were absolutely correct and could
not be controverted ; country after country
has been admitted and order after order
has been passed, and hon. gentlemen oppo-
site find they have only succeeded in throw-
ing the business and trade of this country
irito inextricable coufusion by their absolute
inability to deal with a question that ought

pot to have required the slightest discussion !

at the hands of any intelligent man who had
anpy knowledge whatever of public affairs.
Thut is the position that these gentlemen
are in, and what is the result ? Whera, I
ask hon. gentlemen oppeosite, is this vaunted
preference for England that was heralded
far and wide by them ?

that they have admitted country after
country to the preference.
there was no excuse for the Government.
They had under their own hands, in the
archives, all the data that would

have prevented them experiencing all these

humiliations they have suifered, and all the:
confusion into which they have thrown!
- the business of the country. As I pointed:

cut at the time, Canada is a part of the
International Customs Union, and in con-

sideration of the money pail by this coup- |
try, the Government receive from day to!

day, from the Central Office in Belzium,
any alterations which take place in the
customs tariffs of those countries which
come within the purview of the Inter-

national! Customs Union. The Government:

have no excuse for the manner in which
they acted.

country in the world except England that
was entitled, under that resolution, to this
preferential tariff, has beem proven to be
utterly foundationless. This pretended
preference for England has proved to be an
ntter delusion zpd a snare, and all this
furore which was caused in this country
and in England as to the preferential tariff
being valuable t¢ the mother country, has
been demonstrated to be an absclute farce.
That is the position in which these hon.
Zentlemen &are. When the Minister of
Finance {atroduced these tariff resolutions
te the House, I ventured to say to him:
You cannot give this preference to England
alone. and biz auswer to me was : Well, we
have done ii..  V7ith all the arrogance that
the most profound {gnorance would warrant,
. ithe Finance aainister said : You must not tell
me, we cannot do it, for we have done it,
aad to-morrew moraning every customs-
houge within the Dominion of Canada

S

Theyv adiuit them-
selves mnow that it has no existence, and:

In all this,

cenable
them to deal with this subject in 2 business-:
like manner. and attention to which would :

The declaration of the right
hon. the First Minister that there was no.

—

from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean will
enter British goods at a reduction of one-
eighth. I told the homn. gentleman then:
You are only humiliating yourself all the
more ; you will have to admit twenty other
countries to this same privilege, and you
will be forced to the humiliation of in-
structing your officers, whom you have now
inisled, that they will have to refund every
cent of duty that all these countries have
paid in excess of the duties charged on
English goods. That is the predicament of
the Government to-day, and one more
humiliating it would be impossible to ima-
gine. Read this sheaf of instructions sent
out day after day, as the scales fell from
 their eyos, and you find that they have dis-
- covered tuat twenty-six countries, in addi-
i tion to Eazland, are entitled to this privi-
i lege. This is the result, notwithstanding

ithat the First Minister declared witk all
- confidence that his Government was per-
fectly satistied that there was not another
country in the world but England which
was entitled to the privilege. That is the
- humiliation which has fallen upon the
Government of Canada in connection with
- this pretended preference which was put
‘upon the Statute-book, and which will
stand there as a monument of the utter
incapacity of this Government to deal with
ra  question which no intelligent person
' could possibly be excused for pot knowing
I am not quite
i sure that it was altogether incapacity, but

- how to deal with properly.

it is either an evidence of the most crass
' ignorance, or worse still, it was done with
. knowledge of the fact, and was an attempt
to mislead the House and the country in
reference to a most important fiscal ques-
tion., As the Minister of Customs (Mr.
Paterson) is well aware, the Government
provided that all these goods from Great
Britain must be direct importation. They
rchanged that, and any person who goes
through this sheaf of explanations and in-
structions ziven to Government officials wiil
find, that they countermanded all tkese
orders and provided that when goods came
from Great Britain. whether direct or in-
' direct importations, they must be admitted
at the reduced rate. As a resuit, the most
inextricable confusien has been imported
irto the whole business.

I am giad to see the Finance Minister in
his place, because he has ne doubt a vivid
recollection that when I ventured in my
modest way to suggest, that there was
doubt as to the possibility of such a thing as
he proposed to do under this resolution,
he retorted : We have done it. Well, Sir,
you did do it, and what did you do ? Why,
You piaced on the records of this country,
evidence of the incapacity of the Finance
Minister of Canada to understand the first
principles of a fiscal questicn with which
he had undertaken to desl

The MINISTER OF FINANCE (Mr.
Fielding). I am glad I came in time.
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Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am glad the
bon. gentleman did come into the House,
because I should not have ventured to say

that unless he were present. The hon.

gentleman (Mr. Fielding) told us last ses-
sion, that he had given a preference to

England, but what does he say now ? He

sees that he stands face to face with the
fact, the startling and astounding fact—-

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. In saying this,

I am only quoting the language of one of the
most eulogistic papers this Government
possesses. I refer to the London “ Cana-

dian Gazette,” the columns of which are

filled with the most fulsome flattery of this
Government individually and collectively.
'This London * Canadian Gazette,” the
subsidized organ of this Government, on

the 16th of September last heads an ar-

ticle :

The tariff in operation.—A startling result.
And it says:

The Canadian preferential tariff has now been
in operation for four months, and what is the
effect ? We published the official figures 1last
. week for the vear so far as expired, and let us
see how the record of British experts to Can-
ada stands for tke four months at the lower
tariff. The result is at first sight a startling
che.
These are the w ords toe which the hon.
gentleman took exception,
they were mine; but they did not originate
with me. They are taken from their own
gan as a cordemnation and exposure of

or
what was done. They state that there has

been a decline. and then they go on to give
the amount of the decline month by month
and August, totalling

for May. June. July
£171.363 sterling less than for the same
period of the previous year. And yet this

was the mighty boon given by the prefer-
ential tariff, which was to make everybody |

in England rich, and which caused such a

wild fen our as to what this country was

doing.

This is, we say, startling It is certainly not
what we had been led to expect.
And what was the result ? The year closed
with a decrease of $3,567.554 of goods im-
ported from England as compared with the
previous year. That is the gigantic pre-
ference thut was given to England. 1 might
draw attention to another fact which is

~ rather striking in view of the very bold,
high tone taken by the Government in this

House as to how they were going to treat
the United States of America.

back here bursting with indignation, and
threatened in tones of thunder on these
benches what they were going to do to that
country. They were going to treat every
muntry as it treated Canada. Waell, Sir,
England treated this country with opan
arms, admitting everything that we could
send to her without let or hindrance.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

| country.

believing that |

They had.
met with a repulse there, and they came

She ,

‘has taken millions more tlns year, without a
farthing of duty, than she tock in the pre-
vious year. although that was the greatest
year for the exports of this country to

'the United Kingdom in the history of the

And, Sir, what is the position
of the United States ? Why, Sir, while you
have a decrease in our imports from Eng-
land of over $3,500,000, you have an in-
crease of over $3,000,000 in the imports from
the United States, the country which you
were going to teach to be careful how ‘she
offended this Government. Well, Sir, the
hon. Finance Minister went down to Shef-
field, where he made a speech and ailso gave
an interview ; and what did he say ? Did

he say that they had done it? No; he
said they had not done it at all. He said :

In this way, not by any act of ours, but by the
effect of these Imperial treaties, the preferential
tariff as between England and the continental

nations, came to an end. For the present, there-

fore, there is no preferential tariff inn Canada

{ for British goods.

That is the humiliating position the hon.
gentleman was obliged to take there. But
he gave them a little comfort at the same

‘time, and I trust, for the honour of Can-

ada and for the honour of the hon. gen-
tleman himself. that his words will be madde
good. What did he say ? Why, Sir, he
said that when the treaties came to an erd,

then Canada would give Great Britain the

preferential tariffi—that as soon as the de-
nunciation of the treaties occurred and took
effect, on the first day of August next. the
result would be that Canada would hon-
ourably carry out her proposal to give a pre-
ference fo ‘Great Britain.. Am I correct in
saying that the hon. gentleman in England
led the British public to believe that would
be the case—that when the denunciation cf
those {reaties took place, the tariff of this
country would give this preference to Eng-
land ? -

The MINISTER OF FINANCE My hon.
friend is quite safe in assuming that any
statements I made to the British public
were entirely correct.

Sir CHARLES TUPPPER. May I read
something for the information of the hon.
gentleman ?—because I think he got a hint
from an hon. geptleman not a hundred miles
away from him to be very careful what he
sald; and it is evident that the advice
was not lost upon him. He said:

After the firat of August, 1898, the Beigian and

German treaties will come to an end, and thus
all obstacles to preferential arrangements be-
tween Engla.nd and her colonies will disappear.
Then the terms of the preferential tariff will ap-
ply to the products of Great Britain, and to such
of her colonfes as are willing to adopt a liberal
trade policy towards Canada.
’.l‘hese were the words of the hon gentle-
man, and as he says that what he said
in England may be relied on with the ut-
most confiljence—

The \IIWISTER OF FI\A\CE Or in
Canada. :
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Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I do not think
in Canada, because in Canada he said they
had done it, and now he says they have not
done it.

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. If my
hon. friend quoted me fairly, he would find
that 1 said that we had done it, but by

“the action of the Imperial authorities, not
by any action of ours, it for the moment.

came to an end.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.
gentleman forgets that in the position he
occupies he ought to have known then, as

he knew afterwards—and if he did not know |
unless
it was the Minister of Marine and Fisheries

it, I do pot know any cne else,

(Sir Louis Davies), who was equally obli-
vious te the fact—that those treaties were
binding. The hon. gentleman said :

1f there were no treaties to interfere with us
there would be to-day one-eighth off, and on the
first of July next there would be another one-
eighth off ; but the treaties will check us until
the first of August, on which date the two-
eighths reduction will have come into operation.

The hon. gentleman kunows that it cannot
come into operation under his clause even
when the treaties are terminated, for he has
been told so by the highest authority. The
Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain has told
the Premier, and he has laid the statement

on the Table of the House of Commons,

that under that clause or any similar clause,
no preference can be given to the United
Kingdom, and he has explained why. Be-
cause, he says, of a clause in all the most-

favoured-nation treaties which England has.

in the world—and Canada, he says, is bound
by many of these treaties': and they can-
Dot be denounced, because there is no period

specified for their denunciation. A treaty
which has no time specified for its denun-
ciation can only be terminated by war—

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh.

- Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Or by com-
mon consent. The Right Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain, the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, has explained to the right hon.

the First Minister that under no such clause
as that can any preference be giver to Eng-
land—why ? Because the most-favoured-
nation treaties declare that whatever is
given by one country to another must be
given to every country which has most-
favoured-nation treatment. Mr. Chamber-
iain explained this so plainly that a child
of ten years old could understand it. In
fact, I was ashamed, almost, when I read
the explanation to see the mintiteness which
he appeared to think necessary in order to
make it perfectly plain. He has main-
tained that Canada cannot give this pre-
ference by any such clause as has been
put on the Statute-book, which provides that
any country which has as low a tariff as
the minimum tariff of Canada is entitled
- to come in, but that Canada must pass an

But the hon.

'that medal was given.

Act giving that privilege to the goods of
Great Britain, nominating and giving it to
nobody else. Is the hon. gentleman pre-
pared to do that ?

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. Had not
my hon. friend better walit for the budget ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. No, I have
the answer now. I have the hon. gentle-
man here in black and white. I have here
his own duclaration that that is what ihey
intended by it; and as that is the only
means by which they can do it, T take it
for granted that they will do it. ‘

But there is a very serious difficulty in
my hon. fri:nd’s way which he has probably
not thought of, and of which, in justice to
him, I ought to remind him. A very

important interview took place Tecently, on

a very int2resting oecasion in I.oudon, be-

tween the right hon the First Minister and
‘the Cobden Club

On that oceasion my
hon. friend was decorated with this medal
which he seems to value more than the
keeping of good faith with the people of
Canada, and these are the terms on which
Lord Farrer, the
most hitter foe of preferential trade that can

' be found within the British Empire, a most

able fee. and one who is s¢ determined a
free trader that he denounces every form of
reciprocity as one of the most insidious and
improper forms of protection, made the
speech of presentation, and these are the
terms on which my right hon. friend was
decorated with the medal :

Thers is a party amongst us who would will-
ingly discriminate against German and Belgian
goods, and who look upon the denunciation of

.the German and Belgian treaties as a step to-

wards what they have been pleased to call the
commercial federation of the Empire—a system
under which commercial union in the different
parts of the Empire will be fostered by laws
excluding or discouraging foreign goods. If this

| were to be the consequence of what you have

done. I need hardly say that we of the Cobden
Club would not have been here.

This language is very signiﬁcant
Farrer went on to say:

It is because we believe that your efforts are
founded on the ‘opposite principle, and will be
followed by opposite results, that we, followers
of Adam Smith and of Peel, of Bright and of
Cobden, are here to congratulate and to thank
you.. You do not ask us to abate one jot of our
free trade principles.

An hon. MEMBER. Hear, hear.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Let my hon.

Lord

‘ﬁ iend list>n to what follows and see whe-

ther he will endorse that statement :—
You ask for no preferential treatraent——

I do not hear my hon. friend say * hear,

hear®” to that, and I am very glad of it,
becausd it proves the accuracy of the
“ Globe's” statement that every man in
Canada, of every class and party, is in
favour of preferential trade. Lord Farrer
continued ,
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You ask for no preferential treatment, you
make yourselves as large a step in the direction
of free trade as your present circumstances will
permit, and you desire to treat the rest of the
world a8 you are now treating us.

What does my right hon. friend think of
that ? Does he not see at once that the
medal which decorates the right hon. leader
of the Government and which he seems to
value so highly, is a barrier—complete bar-
rier, so far as be is concerned—to the carry-
ing out of the pledge he gave the people
of Sheffield. That pledge was that Canada
would honourably carry out—and T trust
that the promise will be redeemed even if
this medal would have to be surrendered—
the prefereace he had avowed on the floor
of Parliament and in face of the world that
he was desirous of giving to England, and;
England alone, for the First Minister de-
clared that England was the only country
that was going to benefit from the prefer-
ential treatment. 1 say. Mr. Speaker, that
Canada would be humiliated te the last
degree if, under these circumstances, we;
would hesitate, when these treaties are de-
nouneed, in carrying out the pledge given
by the Minister ¢f Finance to pass an Act,
under which that preference could be given g
to Eagland and England alone. As I have
said before, it is a very serious matter for |
the right hon. the First Minister. The]
medal must go. My right hon. friend, in-!
stead of drawing back on that occasion '
and explaining that there had been a imis-:
apprehension. when these vital terms, so’
far as the interests of Canada are con-:
;eerned, were stated to him, spoke as fol-
oOWwWSs - —

Canada has adopted freedom of trade, ¥ hope |
and believe, as her guiding star. Other coun-;
tries may follow, and probably we may expect
that all countries issued from England wiil one |
after another follow her example. I was a free !
trader before I came to Efigland, I ara still more |
a free trader after seeing what free trade has:
done in England.

Nothizg covld be more conclusive. The
contrdct was sealed and signed. The presi-
dent delivered the medal and pinned it to the ;
breast of my right hon. friend, and therefore
it is impossible that any step eazn be taken
bty him for preferential trade with Great
Britain except on terms which will compel
Lim in honour to return that medal. Hav-
ing received it under false pretenses, he is
obliged in honour to return it, and the
sooner he does so, the better, in oy opinfon,
it will be for him. I believe it is made
of gold, but whatever the metal msay be of
which it is composed. that hon. gentleman
will find that that medal! will be a milistone
around his neck and will drag him down to
destruction in the presence of the free and.
enlightened electorate, if he continues to
wear it on the terms on which he has
‘received it. I cannot conceive a more
unfortunate position for Canada to oceupy
- than that of baving the right hon. gentle-
- man, after all this shower of decorations,
- Sir CHARLES TUPPER. -

iurn around and say : Well, we did not in-
tend it after all. We simply humbugged
you and gained our object in the meantime,
but have no intention of carrying out what
we preoposed. ,
Now, I have drawn the attention of the
House to what this preferential trade
amounted to last year. There was the
striking fact that instead of having done
anything for England. this mighty boom,
for the giving of which the hon. gentleman
was held up as a saviour of his country,
when on the other side of the Atlantie, had
the effect of reducing the exports of Great
Britain to Canada to the lowest point they
have reached since confederation. Suppose
the people of England had known that at
the end of the year, British exports to Can-
+da would have been reduced by three and
a half million dollars, they could have
concluded that no people would have been
so insulted and misled by the statements
of any public man. Here is a striking
article that came from London on the 21st
of September, when the people over there
began to get their eyes opened and to find

' out that their trade was decreasing instead

of increasing. The able and diligent secre-
tary of the London Chamber of Commerce
issued a circular in which he said :

The expectations of the free traders have un-

doubtedly been disappointed by the extension,
to practically all countries except the TUnited
States, of what was supposed to be an exclusive
British preference.
. 'The English people thought, in the innocence
. of their souls, that when the First Mlirister
'of Canada stood up in Parliament and de-
‘clared thati under that clause no country
except Great Britain could exjoy the benefit
of it his statement was correct, but they
found out how little dependence could be
put on it.

This has tended to check the expected diver-
sion into purely British channels of trade now
done through Britain with France, Germany, ete.

Another retarding infiuence is the absence o?f
exact official information as te the: intentions of
Canada after August next. Will the preference
then be exclusively British ?

They had not then seen, I suppose, the
speech of my hon. friend at Shefiield.

The great difficulty is the lack of exact officlal
information as to the intentions of Canada.
That is the question which the hon. gentle-
man has got to answer, and the answer to
that guestion involves the character of the
Government of Canada, it involves the con-
fidence of the British people in the word
of a Canadian Minister.

I pass on now to the denunciation of the
treaties. On the other side of the At-
lantic the right hon. the First Minister held

‘up this preference everywhere as a mighty

boon. He told the people there of the

population of Canada, of its enormous re-

sources, of ity great wealth, and he stated
how delighted the people of Canada were,
without any quid pro quo, refusing to ask
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anything in return, in pure love and affec-
tion, to give this mighty boon to Great
Britain. The hon. gentleman has the most
remarkable faculty of any public man I
ever knew for never making any two
speeches alike on any public question.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier). I know some who have quite a
different quality.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Quite so, and I
would rather be known to the end of time
as one who repeated the same sentiments
than to be fairly charged with never making
two speeches alike, and never maintaining

a pripciple a second time, but always making :

every speech a contradiction 6f a previous
one. I have watched the hon. gentleman’s

career, and have studied his public speeches |

with the greatest care and attention. 1
ask any hon. gentleman on either side of
the House to name .a single principle, a
single public question., upon which the right
hon. gentleman has affirmed anything with-
out afterwards turning his back upon that
position and aflirming exactly the opposite.
In my judgment. this is a fatal character-
istic. If there is one thing more than an-
other of vital importance to the country it
is that there should be faith in the state-
ments of public men. I charge the right
hon. gentleman here and now with having
violated every principle he ever professed.
I know not a single exception, I am open
to conviction, and if it can be shown that
1 am wrong updn a single point and if the
hon. gentleman can name a single issue
upon which he has not repudiated his own
utterances, I siand ready to tender him an
apology. On the other hand. I can narne
a score of the most important public ques-
tions on which he has at one timme advanced
"one opinion and at another time the very
contrary, just as I have proved that he
did with regard to the question of prefer-
ential trade. In England he told ‘them
that this preference was a great boon. I
wonder if the hon. gentleman does not think
that the intelligent pecople of England will
call to mind the old maxim * Timeo Danaos
et dona ferentes.” Does he not think that
they will begin to wonder how ‘this was
paraded as such a boon to them when they
find that it has been followed by the re-
duction ‘of their trade with this country
of three and a half millions below the worst
vear they ever experienced before ? But
the hon. gentleman again, in that wonderful
acrobatic style of ‘which he is past master,
-vaults to the other side on his appearance
in Canada. In England this was a mighty
beon given to them. but he no sooner
reaches Montreal or Toronto than he pre-
sents it in an entirely different aspect as
a great sacrifice that England was asked
to make for Canada. that they had to
sacrifice 60 to 40 per cent in order to de-
nounce the treaties. And thus on the same
{nstrument and with the same theme he

plays an entirely different tune on this
side of the Atlantic from that he played
on the other. 1 do not think that that
style of policy will last very long. It
may do once, but I do not think that you
can repeat it with the intelligent English

i people ; and I think that great’humiliation

is in store for Canala when the English
people learn, as they are learning by bitter
experience. that they have been completely
deluded, and that, notwithstanding all the
furore, this preferential trade with Canada
which was to have been such a boon was
not merely a myth, but the very reverse of
an advantage.

Now, not to show any undue partiality,
I desire to say a few words to my hon.
friend the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
(Sir Louis Davies). I dare say that hon.
gentlemen opposite remember that there
was a great convention of the Liberal party
held in this city in 1893. They then set-
tled what was to be the policy of the
party. Many policies had been discussed
and promulgated through the country, but
now they came together and made a policy
or pretended to do so. Then the hon. Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries was sent as
a missionary to the maritime provinces to
explain what the change in policy was. He
told them that there had been a good deal
of misunderstanding with this unrestricted
reciprocity with the United States, but this
was all settled, and the party had agreed.
upon their policy for the future—it was to
be a pure free trade policy. Speaking in
1893, he said :

Well, gentlemen, I say no more. Whatever

doubts or differences there may have been about*
our trade policy in times past. there is none
now. Our platform is clear and definite. To-day
the people stand face to face with such an issue,
and the next contest is to be won between free
trade and protection.
He wanted ‘to show what free trade was.
He did not mean absolute free trade—no-
body supposed that—but a revenue tariff.
He said :

A 17% or 20 per cent tariff was high enough to

give protection to the manufacturer. If it were
not, the manufacturer should go down.
Why did he allow a manufacturer, the hon.
member for Centre¢ Toronto (Mr. Bertram) to
make a 30 per cent tariff ? I am glad he
did so. as 1 think it was in the interest
of Canada. But the hon. gentleman when
he does that,” must not claim to be a free
trader. But what does the hon. gentleman
suppose is the rate of duty exacted by the
Government of Canada upon English goods
under this preferential policy during this
vear ? It is no less than 30-G9 per cent.
The hon. gentleman declared that a 17}
per cent -tariff was enough, but upon the
goods brought from England the duty charg-
ed was over 30 per cent.

My hon. friend and I had a little contro-
versy on the question of discrimination, and
I dare say that he remembers it. I thought
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then that he was serious. When this great
Liberal Convention made a declaration to
the world that the tariffi of Canada dis-
criminated against Great Britain, I thought
the hon. gentleman was really serious. But

-1 said then it was not true, and I hold
I not only said it,.

that opinion still.
but I proved, as I think, to the hon. gen-
tleman when he discussed this question,
that he was entirely wrong, and that he
. had based his impressions as to discrimina-
tion upon erroneous data which examina-
tion showed to be unfounded. But that did
not cure him. The hon. gentleman, in Lon-
don., committed himself to the same de-
claration where he said :

In 1895, the last year to which he had access
to the tables, Great Britain took $460,000,000)
worth of Canadian products, while the United

States took only $40,000,000. Canada took from

the United States $60,000,000 worth of her pro-

duce, and only $30,000,000 worth from the mother |

country. When the Liberal party came into
power in Canada——

Mark this, Mr. Speaker.

——they thought something shouid be done to
reverse these figures, this state of affairs. It
it had been brought about by natural causes,
those causes might well have been left to work
cut their own results ; but when they saw that
they were produced by artificial means, they de-
termined that all the obstacles in the way of

development of trade between Canada and the,

mother country should be removed.

What does the hon. gentleman say to that
now ? Was that sound or was it unsound ?
Was that all a delusion ?—as T told him a
year ago it was a delusion. If that is good

‘argument, then the Liberal party having

brought about a change in those figures,
the discrimmatxon if discrimination there
- has been, has been increased by this Gov-
ernment, because the figures show that the
very reverse of what he promised in
- England has taken place. Now, I call
the hon. gentleman’s attention to that, be-
- cause I trust it will make him a little more
- careful when dealing with subjects of this
kind that really require some attention.
-~ I now come to notice another branch of
the subject, and that is a declaration made
by the First Minister at the Board of Trade

- meeting in Montreal. I wish to invite the
attention of the Minister of Trade and

Commerce to this subject also ; and 1 take
- this opportunity, Mr. Speaker, of telling
that hon. gentleman how glad 1 am to find
that he has reached that higher stage in
the order to which he and I have the hon-
~ our to belong, and also express the hope that

the hon. gentleman may long live to wear

the Grand Cross of St. Michael and St.
George with all the dignity which is so
natural to him. The hon. Minister of Trade
and Commerce, on a recent occasion, made
& speech which was in most remarkable

- contrast to the speeches ‘that hon. gentle-

~ man has been in the habit of delivering for
' | the past twenty years.

: Sir CHARLES TUPPER

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE (Sir Richard Cartwright). I am
afraid you have not read all my speeches.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I never lose an
opportunity of enjoying a thing of that
kind. The hon. gentleman absolutely was
gracious enough, and I thank him for it from
the bottom of my heart, to say, at a famous
gathering in Toronto on a recent occasion,
that Providence had had some little share

' in the blessings that have attended the

country during the present regime, and he
referred to it as a happy coincidence. I
have no hesitation in saying to the hon.
gentleman that I would prefer to see them
sit on that side of the House till the last
hour of my life, than to witness any check
in that prosperity and progress which every
man in Canada knows are vital to the ad-
vancement of our country. But, Sir, the
hon. gentleman made a statement, the ac-
curacy of which from such a dGistinguished
source, as he knows, will become historical,
and he will admit with me that when an er-
ror is made in statements that will be hand-
ed down to future generations, it is impor-
tant that the error should be corrected. He
is reported to have said :

- Among the many pleasing incidents that had
attended the celebration of Her Majesty's Jubilee
last summer. not the least pleasing was the man-
ifest recognition of the right of Canada to pre-
cedence among all British Colonies, so amply
.shown by the magnificent reception accorded to

' Sir Wilfrid lLaurier.

I say to the hon. gentlem'm that that is
not true. I tell the hon. gentleman that no
person witnessed with greater pride and

| pleasure than myself, the position occupied

by the right hon. gentleman who represent-
ed Canada on that occasion. But that he
had any precedence that Canada has not

enjoyed for many long years, I deny. 1 say

that Sir Alexander Galt, who represented
Canada as High Commissioner in the city
of London. was accorded by the Crown,
by the Mansion House on every great

social and festive occasion, the first
position as belonging to the premier
colony of the Empire. When Sir Alex-

ander Galt was appointed High Commis-

sioner for Canada, he was at once unani-
mously elected by ail the representatives of
the self-governing colonies in London, to be
their chairman. When I had the honour of
succeeding Sir Alexander Galt I received

the same precedence at the hands of the

Crown, I was unanimously elected to the

‘same position, and during my twelve years,

more or less, of residence in the eity of Lon-

don, no person was ever sustained in a
more loyal, a more enthusiastie, a more kind-
ly manner than 1 was as the representative

of Canada, the head of the self-governing

colonies of the Empire. Under these circum-"

stances I say that it is not just to attempt,:
to change an historical fact, and to make .

it appea,r that any change took place in
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that regard. As I said before, the right
hon. gentleman who represented Canada on
that occasion naturally took the place that
has long since been assigned to Canada as:
the first colony in the Empire. ;

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-|
MERCE. More than a colony.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It is more than |

a colony, and from the time that she became
more than a colony down to this hour, with-
out any question on the part of any other,
portion of the British Empire, the first rank
and position have been accorded to who-
ever represented her on every occasion. 1
say that was the position Sir Alexander
Galt occupied, that was the position that I.
had the honour to occupy. and that is the
position occupied by Lord Strathcona and
Mount Royal to-day, whether at the Man-
sion House, or at any of the great Guilds or
on any royal function—whatever it be, he
takes his place as the representative of .
Canada at the head of all others. Although
this is not a matter of great import, I still
feel bound to put my hon. friend right on -
that point.

The First Minister addressed a banquet
at Monireal on December 17th, and 1 find
some reason to criticise what he said on
" that ocecasion. He spoke as follow.s —

If T may be privileged on this occasion to say .
one word of my own personal self, I would say :
that for many and many years it ‘has been my:
hope that I would not close my eyes, that I
would not sink into the grave, before I had seen
Canada 1lifted up to the state of & nation.
{Cheers.) Well,
T have seen.

No person Would regret more than I that !
any such fate should befall the right hon.
gentleman, for w~ shall always have the
most sanguine hope that the Liberal-Con-
servative party will c8me into power when !
an appeal is made to the people, provided
the right hon. gentleman continues to lead
the Government. He further said :

1 was in Paris, in the land of my own a.nces—}
tors, when the telegraph wires flashed the news
that England had denounced . the treaties which
she had for twenty years and more with Ger- |
many and Belgium.
tkat day ? On the continent of Europe what was '
it—in France, in Germany, and everywhere,
else ? Simply a name—simply a blotch on the:
map, and nothing more.

Did any person ever read such transcendant
nonsense—that Canada, until the denunciaw
tion of the German and Belgium treaties,was |
a blotch on the map and nothing more. I do|
rot know what stage of the dinner had
been reached when the hon. gentleman de
livered his speech, but it must have been
late. Again he said :

But when the day came: that, at the instance
‘of Canada, England, a great natxon, denounced
ker treaties with——

The POSTMASTER GENERAL (Mr. Mu-
lock). Hear, hear.

I may now die, for this day:

‘What was Capada before |

. right

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. My hon. friend
says ‘ hear, hear.” 1 will prove to him that
the statement is not true, and that it was
not done at the instance of Canada. He has

' gone off at haif-cock. Again:

| ——Germany and Belgium, and signified to the
i German Zollverein and to Belgium that twelve

months hence those treaties would cease, on that

: day I felt a proud citizen, because on that day

my dreams were realized, and Canada became a

. factor among the nations of the earth.

The hon. gentleman must be a veritable

- Rip Van Winkle ; he must have been asleep
~during the last twenty years if these are the
.opinions he holds as to the position Canada

occupies. The right hon. gentleman stated
on another occasion that the reason why
Canada was a nation was because she was
free. Would freedom make a nation ? Are
the Manxmen a nation ? They are tolerably
free. Does the bon. gentleman really mean
to say that freedora makes a nation ? It is
not freedom. Freedom is very well for a
nation, but it is only a constituent part.
What more ? Did confederation do noth-

“ing to make a nation of Canada ? Why were
- the hon. gentleman’s lips sealed in face of

the fact acknowledged by the civilized

‘world that the confederation. of the
British  North American provinces was
one of the mest iwportant events

that ever ftranspired? Why had he
no word to say in favour of confederation?
Was it because it owed nothing to him ?
Was it because the party to which he be-

. longed, the Rouge party of Lower Canada,
: fought confederation to the death, and had

they been able to maintain their views and

! sentiments, there would have been no Can-
. adian confederation to-day and ne nation
“f¢r the hon. gentleman to talk about? It was

to that great, powerful, brave., deter-

.mined and patriotic French Canadian, Sir

George Etienne Cartier. probably above all

others, that we owe confederation. Had Sir

George Cartier not had the courage and

- patriotism not only to take up that measure

but to fight it through in spite of all the
opposition that the party to which the
hon. gentleman belongs could

' give him, confederation would nct have be-
; come an established fact. Instead of recog-
‘nizing the services of the man who had

done more to make Canada a nation than
! perhaps any other man in British North
1 America, they never ceased to persecute
him untﬂ they hounded Lhim into an un-
timely grave.  That was the recognition
| given to the man to whom the national posi-
tion of Canada to-day is due. Had the con-
struction of the Canadian Pacific Railway
nothing to do in making a nation of Canada?
When T went to Washington at the invita-
tion of that eminent and elogquent Ameri-
can, Mr. Bayard, a gentleman who recently
occupied the position of ambassador from

' the United States to England, I was the Sec-

retary of State, he met me and tdking me by
the hand, sald: “Sir Charles Tupper, the
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1
confederation of Canada and the eonstruc-f Wilfrid Laurier) say to the position I oc-
tion of a great inter-oceanic line of railway I cupied in Paris in 1893, when for the first
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. has made ; time in the history of Canada, or in the
Canada a nation and we might as well re-: history of any part of the British Empire
cognize tha fact.” ‘Those measures which  outside the British Islands, a representative
statesmen of the first rank in England treat: of Canada took his seat at a great Inter-
as of the most vital importance to the: national Conference on equal terms with the

mother country, never pass the lips of the
right hon. gentleman, I believe., from the:
day he set his foot on the shores of Great:
Britain and France down to the time he left.
What about the Treaty of Washington ?,
Had we no national status when the Imper-'i
ial Government sent as one of the joint High:
Commissioners to Washington Sir John:
Macdonald to deal with the fisheries ques-;
tion and to protect Canadian interests. And
when it was provided that that treaty,
which settied all those great questions be-:
tween the United States and Great Britain!
at that time, could not come into effect ex-!
cept by the Parliament of Canada giving its'
ratification thereto, was there no national-
significance in that arrangement 7 The
right hon. gentleman knows there was. I
need not refer to the occasion on which I
had the honour, as one of Her Majesty’s
plenipotentiaries, nominated by Canada, but
representing Great Britain as fully as did.
the Rigiit Hon, Joseph Chamberlain  to-
visit Washington, where after three months .
we succeeded in negotiating a treaty that
received the unanimous consent of the Par-:
liament of Canada and was only defeated :
by a party vote in the Senate >f the United :
States. but which treaty and the modus .
‘vivendi established under it had been the;
means of settling all questions touching the
Atlantic fisheries in a satisfactory manner:
and so as to remove all friction. Had Can- .
ada no natioaality when Her Majesty's:
Government, for the first time in the history -
of a colony in the Empire, decided to take:
a Canadian, a person nominated by Canada,
:and appoint him to the position of plenipo-
~ tentiary representing Her Majesty’'s Gov-:
ernment and charge him with the duty of
negotiating a treaty between France and
Canada ? Was there no national character-
istic in that act ? The right hon. gentleman

talked a good deal in Paris regarding im- .
proved trade relations, but I do not think he
mentioned the fact that the Government
svhich preceded the present Administration
had negotiated with the present foreign
Minister of I'inance. M. Hanotaux, a brilli-
ant and able statesman, commanding con-
fidence not only in his own country but in
other countries, and that a treaty was ne-|
gotiated between that statesman and my-
self. I think I know why the right hon.
gentleman did not refer to that treaty : it
was because on that question, as on every
other, so far as I am aware, he has been
~on both sides. He voted against it, and
when his following was going the other way
he changed his vote and supported {t.
That was Talleyrand’s idea of diplomaecy.
What does the right hon. gentleman (Sir |

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

- funection ®

i upon the fair

i map.

‘made Canada a natiof.

representatives of Russia and of Germany,
and the representatives of the other twenty-
four pewers whoe joined in that confer-
ence ? Was that, or was it not, a recogni-
tion of the national position of Canada ?
It was: and the hon. gentleman Lknows
that cempared with that, the denunciation
of the Belgium and German treaties is
utterly insignificant. Thus, at Brussels. at

- 8t. Petershurg, at Vienna. and in Loudon.
" Canada was represented by a person named
‘by the Government of Canada, and took

his place on equal terms with the other
representatives of other nations. What does
the right hon. gentleinan (Sir Wilfrid Laurier)
say to the international arbitration on the
Behring Sea question in Paris, when on
the nomination of the Government of Can-
ada, Her Majesty's Government selected a
Canadian to act as agent of the Imperial

~Government, and selected the late Sir Joun

Thompson to sit alongside Judge Hannen
as a representative of the British Govern-
ment. Was not that a great international
Were we a mere bloteh on the
map then ? The hon. gentleman could not
dare to have intimated any such thing to
the statesmen whom he met in Paris. be-
cause they knew differently. It is a libel
ame of Canada and the posi-
tion she occupies to make such a bombastic
speech as the Premier did in Montreal,
wherein he said : We were a bloteli on the
It appears to the hon. gentleman
that it was simply the denunciation of
the treaties with Belgium and Germany that
But the hon. gen-
tleman must have forgotten a speech he
made a few weeks before his visit to Mon-
treal. Let me read it to see if he really

;did think that Canada was a mere blotch on

the map. This speech was made on the 19th
of June, and as the treaties were not de- .

‘nounced until the 30th of July, therefore
‘Canada was still a blotch on the map. Sit-
. ting alongside of His Royal Highness the
: Prince of Wales at the Imperial Institute

did the right hon. gentleman. speak about
Canada as he did at Montreal ? -Oh, no;
he said then:

Sir, the colonies were born to become nations.
In my own country, and perhaps also in England,
it has been observed that Canada hsas a popula-
tion which in some instances eXxceeds, in many
other instances rivals the population of indepen-
dent nations, and it has been said that perhaps
the time might come when .Canada might become
f.mnation in itself. My answer to that is simply

s: ‘
You can imagine, Sir, and I can imagine,
anq I' imagine. with pride, the manner in
which my right hon. friend would drasw
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himself up to his full height as he gavei
utterance to this magnificent sentence : %

My answer to that simply is: Canada is a|
nation, ;
It was a Dblotch on the niap then. but yet:
the hon. gentleman, under the warming in-:
fluence of the Imperial Institute dinner, !
thought that it was really a nation. Ie;
continued ;

Although Canada acknowledges the suzerainty .
of the sovereign power, I am here to say that in- .
dependence would give us no more rights than

we have at the present day. :

Put that alongside of the speech at Mon-
treal, in which he declared that Canada
was a bloteh on the map until the treaties
were denounced, and I think the right hon.
gentleman will find that he will have to

curb his eloquence, and allow his judgment

to control it a little more. 1 ventured to
criticise rather strongly the statement that
these treaties were denounced at the in-
stance of Canada. The hon. gentleman is
a spiendid opportunist ; he never loses his
chance, he avails himself of every opening.
He happened to be in Paris when the Bel-:
gium and German treaties were denounced.
and if you read his pathetic speech on that
occasion to the people of Paris, you will
find that he said that he had accomplished
the denunciation of the treaty-—he did not:
say anything about Belgium—with Germany. .
And then, when the right hon. gentleman
went a little further, and—master of that
acting. whieh I think must be sincere, he-
cause T can hardly imagine any one doing'
it so perfectly in insinceritv—when he point- .
ed out with choked utterance and tears:
streaming from his eyes, how he had stood :
before the monument at Strasbourg ; then.’
although he did not say it, he left it to be.
inferred that he had the pleasure of aveng--
ing that blow on Germany by the denuncia-
tion of the treaty. At Halifax, having seen ;
my criticism, the right hon. gentleman said : .

Sir Charles Tupper was quite right in saying :
‘““T did not get the treaties denounced ; it was:
Mr. Fielding.” :

I beg pardon of the Finance Minister fori
naming him, but this is a case which really !
requires it. The Premier there stated it
was entirely due to Mr. Fielding. He ex-|
plained to the Halifax audience : ;

But when Mr. Fielding came with his tariif .
and gave a preference to British goods, then, Sir,
the British nation, finding that we were making
the sacrifices ourselves, and doing it without
asking any reward, generously came forward
and granted what had been heretofore refused.
This credit, I say, is due altogether to my friend,
Mr. Fielding.

Now, we have it at last, that in the person
of the distinguished Finance Minister of
Canada, we see the man who was in at the
death, the man who succeeded in the de-
nunciation of the :German and Belgian trea-
ties. But, Sir, that is not true.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Sir CHARILES TUPPLER. Yes, 1 will
put my hon. friend the Finance Minister on
the stand to prove that there is not a word
of truth in it. Some people may imagine
that when treaties are denounced, it is
not an important matter to know who de-
nounced them. But in my mind, it is im-
portant. and for this reason: I say that
Canada obtained the support, as she has
been in the habit of obtaining for the last
dozen of years—I speak from personal ex-
perience—and the enthusiastic and active co-
operation of every representative of the

" colonies in Great Britain. I say 1 would
r be an ingrate if, after Canada had enjoyed
cagain and again at my instance the co-

t operation, and the successful co-operation—
I An hon. MEMBER. Ilear, bear.

 Sir CHHARLES TUPPER. What does the
i hon. gentleman wish to call attention to ?
: Does tue hon. gentleman think that, if one

'is dealing with a question in which he has

: heen
-thing objectionable in stating the faet ?
: think not,

Sthat kind.
‘and again, on occasions of the greatest im-
- portance to Canada, I invited every repre-

personally  interested. there is any-
I
At all events, it appears to me
scarcely seemly to make an interruption of
I say that at my instance, again

sentative of a DBritish colony to meet at my
oftice, where 1 put before them the mea-
sures which I wished them to support, and

- obtained for those measures their hearty
: support and co-operation :

and we went in
a body to the Colonial Office, or to the office
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. or to
whichever office the question to be dealt
with appertained ; and I say that 1 would
be an ingrate if, after having secured the
combined influence of all the representa-
tives of the colonies. given by them most
heartily and fully, I threw them aside when
I ceased to need themr any longer. 1 say
nothing would be more unseemly than for
any person to put forward on behalf of
Canada the claim that this thing was done
by or at the i1nsiance of Canada alone, which.
a8 1 have said before, is not true;: and 1
now give the proof of the hon. Minister of
Finance of what I say. He was speaking
at the Cutlers’ feast down in Sheffield. in
the presence of gentlemen who would have
resented it if any attempt had been made
to claim for Canada the exclusive credit of
the denunciationa of those {treaties; and

i this is what he said :

In conclusion. T have to say that the action
of Her Majsty’s Government, at the request of
the Colonial Premiers—influenced possibly by the
action of Canada—the action of Her Majesty’s
Government in denouncing those treaties, which
seemed to be a barrier between the mother coun-
try and the colonies, is one which deserves and
receives the profound gratitude of the people of
Canada.

I endorse every word of this, which was
uttered in good taste ; and it was infinitely
more to the interest of Canada that a state-
ment of that kind should be made and that
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credit should be given where credit was.
due, than that anybody should attempt to,

grasp the whole credit for Canada.

of Finance.
the floor of the House of Commons by the
Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, who

But I
have a higher authority than the Minister  has to say to the statement he made to the

I have the statement made on :

environments of colonists across the water
are apt to turn their heads sometimes ; but
I want to know what the hon. gentleman

St. Jean Baptiste Society. and the following

- statement which he made before the Lon-

ought to know, as it was he who obtained

the denunciation of the treaties.

He nar-'

ates the facts, and there they stand on re-:
cord to give the most emphatic and com-
plete contradiction to every one of those-
statements which the hon. gentleman has,

put forward here, there, and everywhere,
that Canada has done
does she say ?

this thing. What:

unanimously and earnestly recommend the de-
nunciation at the earliest convenient time of any ;

between Great Britain and her colonies. This was
the unanimous wish of all the self-governing
colonies, and it was accompanied' by a most im-
portant and significant resoluticn, which was
this : * That, in the hope of improving the trade
relations between the mother country and her
colonies, the Premiers present undertake to con-

fer with their colleagues with a view to seeing |

whether such a result would be properly secured !

by preference given by the colonies to the pro-
ducts of Great Britain.”” On receipt of these re-
solutions the Government decided to withdraw
their aiherence to the treaties.

T call attention. to this statement, and it is
an important one, because it is only justice
to every man who had a part in a measure
so important to this country and all the
other colonies, that it ought to be recog-
nized ; and I do not think it will be neces-
fary very soon to say anything more on
that subject. But, as I said before, the
hon. gentleman never appears to be able to
maintain any single principle for any
length cf time. On the question of Im-
perial Federation, what did he say? At the
St. Jean Baptiste Society here, on Novem-
ber 7, 1891, he said :

There are people in my country who say that
an imperial federation, that is, a federation be-
tween England and her colonies,” would be the
Lest alternative for Canada. As far as the Mon-
rce doctrine is applicable to Canada, I am in
favour of the Monroe doctrine. I do not want
any European interference in our affairs, and it
would be suicidal on the part of Canada to en-
gage herself in a federation that would force us
to take part in all the wars that Great Britsain,
on account of her position, is obliged to undertake
in all parts of the world. I consgider that this
fact alone suflices fo turn the Dominion from
any such idea.

On a very important public question, the
question of a closer combination and fed-
eration between the mother country and
this country, these were the views put on
record by the hon. gentleman in a formal
gspeech to people who were hanging on his
words and treasuring them up as jewels
beyond -ail price. Well, Sir, what did the
same hon. gentleman say in England on the
same question ? I will not refer to Mr.
Goldwin Smith’s insinuation, that the soclai

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

don Chamber of Commerce—I think, at the
Hotel Metropole. The hon. gentleman will,
no doubt, remember it, because he will re-
member the enthusiastic cheers which
greeted his every utterance from the time
he rose to his feet until the time he sat
down. The hon. gentleman said :

At no distant date it was manifest to all that

the parting of the ways would be reached by
England and her colonies, and wheni the parting

The Premiers of the self-governing coloniesf of the ways should have been reached the pro-

blem would be whether the colonies would
be more closely united with the mother land or

treaty now hampering the commercial relations | Whether their relatious should cease altogether.

The colonies had a national pride, and no tie and
no bond would be permanent in the colonies un-
til it.gave to its pride the greatest possible ex-
pression.

What did the hon. gentleman mean by that?
Is that what he meant when he was talk-
ing to this St. Jean Baptiste Society ?

In Canada they had unbounded faith in their
own country. When she had reached the full
development of her manhood nothing would sat-
isfy but Imperial representation. He knew that
this guestion was not free from difficulties, but
it was the part of strong men to undertake diffi-
culties.

Well, Sir, I dare say the House remembers
the story of the man in days when people
used to prepare a little for the bon-mots
which they used at dinner parties. He
said to a friend: “I am going to say a
clever thing to-night.”” *“ What is that,”
asked his friend. ‘‘That I cannot tell you,”
be said ; * but when there is a little lull
in the conversation, just say : ‘ Samson was
& strong man,” and see what will happen.”
At the dinner party his very obliging friend
walited till there was a lull in the conver-
sation, and from a seat at the end of the
table Le called out, “ Samson was a strong
man,” but the other did not pay any atten-
tion. He called it out in a louder tome.
and then his friead looked up and said :
“No doubt he was, but you must be 2a
deuced sight stronger to be able to drag him
in here without either rhyme or reason.”
It will require a veritable Samson to ac-
complish what the hon. gentleman says.
Does not the hon. gentleman know that the
subject of colonial representation in the
British Parliament has been discussed for
Years until at length it has ceased to be the
subject of discussion, because every one who
has examiaed it knows right well that the
difficulties in the way are such as to render
colonjal repres.ntation in the Imperial Par-
liament absolutely impracticable. The hon.
gentleman was not there in his individual
capacity but as representing Canada. Where
did he get the mandate to say to the people
of England that Canada is prepared for
a Parliamentary federation of the Empire—
that she is prepared for Imperial confeder-
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!
ation ? What did the hon. gentleman mean?
I know that he attempted to qualify his
statement on another occasion by saying
ibat of course such representation must not.
involve the giving up of any part of our
But my right hon. friend will ex-.
cuse me when I say that that is absolute non-

autononiy.

sense¢ and absolute contradiction of terms.

There can be no representation in the Par-.

liament of Greater Britain by the colonies
¢xcept such a confederation is formed as
exists in Canada to-day. And then all

these great questions that now devolve for
scttlement on the Federal Parliament of:
devolve upon .

Canada would necessirily
that Imperial confederation ; and the people

of Canada, before they can become a party .

to an Imperial Parliament., embracing the

colonies, held at St. Stephens, four thousand
miles away from where we are now sitting,

must e¢o21me to the conelusion that the
Dominion Parliament will occupy, as regards
the Imperial Parliament, the position that
Nova Scoiia, and New Brunswick, and

Prince Edward Island occupy in relation to.
this Parliament. Is there a man with a head
on his shoulders within the domainof Can-.
ada who would entertain such a proposition :
for a single moment, even if practical ? But -
it is utterly impracticable, and when the

hon. gentleman declared a policy in direct
opposition to the language he used when

speaking on the same subject in Canada. he -
showed that he entirely forgot himself in-
The'
hon. gentleman brought this subject of IErIn-=

e .
regretted that he could not hope to live to.
its fruition, but that he hoped some

the midst of the Jubilee celebration.
perial federation up again and again.

see

- other French Canadian would live to teach:
freedom to this Parliament of Greater Bri-:
tain in days after he was gone. It appears.
to me that the hon. gentleman entirely forgot :
I am happy to say that I am:

himself.
very near the conclusions of these criticisms.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I have no
‘doubt that it is almost as unpleasant tc
hon. gentlemen opposite to listen as it is
for me to speak, but, Mr. Speaker, I have a
duty to perform, and when a gentleman,
who has been clothed with the great power
and responsibility of representing this coun-
try in England, did not discharge that duty
as he should have done, I should fail in the
performance of my duty if I did not rise
to comment on his extraordinary course.
Here is another case in point of the same
change of front, to which I have felt it my
bounden duty to call the hon. gentleman’s
attention s0 many times. He said, at the
same meeting of the St. Jean Baptiste
Soclety, held on 7th November, 1891—not
so long ago : .

It has also been said that we should establish
a line of steamers between England and her pos-
gessions, by virtue of which trade could be culti-
vated between Canada and the British Empire

3
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to the exclusion of the rest of the world. I have
only to say, with regard to such an idea, that it
is absolutely absurd.

Those were the right hon. gentlcman's
views on the fast line.

For my part, I prefer the Yankee dollar to the
British shilling, especially when the dollar is so
near and the shilling is so far away.

Put that speech of the hon. gentlemau along-
side the brilliant and eloquent eulogy of
the fast line service which he gave the
other day in Toronto, and you will see, Mr.
Speaker, that I am not beyond the mark
when I say that I have searched the records
in vain to find the hon. gentleman speaking
twice on the same subject without speaking
each time in a different voice. That change
of face policy, no matter in what direction
the face is turned, is a dangerous one. The
man who is capable of holding to a policy,
~who, bhaving carefully examined it, boldly
avows it and stands by it, is the only man
"who can reasopably expect that an intelli-
zent people will long continue to follow
him. I am doing, I trust, a great service
to my right hon. friend when I call his at-
tention to the fact that the record he has
so far made is one that renders it absolutely
“impossible for any intelligent man to place
-the slightest confidence in anything he may
say at any time and at any place. What
did he say in Quebee, the other day, on the
sune subject of the fast line ? He said :

Thera was, gentlemen, one question which agi-
tated for a long time public opinion in this
~~unrtry, and especially in the city of Quebec.
That was the question of the fast line. You have
heard it spoken of for a long time. You know
! that promises were not wanting, but that nothing
‘ was done.

Was that true ? Will any man in this
House who knows anything of the question
~dare to tell me that nothing was done by
i the late Government ? Why. we took this
| question of the fast line up. Parliament
{ devoted one hundred thousand pounds per
i year to it for ten years. It was found that
!the promoters could not do anything, and
i Parlianment, at the suggestion of myself,
i after communication with the Duke of
i Devorshire, increased the subsidy to $750,-
000. A year was expended by a very
energetic man, Mr. Huddart, who has the
contract between Australia and Vancouver.
I had been instructed by the Government
to give Mr. Huddart all the aid I could, and
did so. I saw the great shipping com-
panies, I saw the great naval construction
armaiment company, of which the Duke of
Devonshire was chairman, and Lord Brassy
a director, T saw a large number of gentle-
men deeply interested, . who would have
given anything to take up the question of a
fast line between Great Britain and Canada,
but they all said it was absolutely impos-
sible to finance the scheme upon a subsidy
of that kind. What, then, did we do ?
The hon. gentleman said that nothing was

EDITION.
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done. I ask him if nothing was done when,
under those circumstances, representing

Canada. I went to the Rizht Hon. Mr. Cham- |

berlain, the Colonial Minister, and got from
him a pledge to contribute from the Brit-
ish exchequer <£75,000 sterling per annum
for ten years. Was it doing nothing when,
under the authority of this Parliament, we
advertised for tenders, and obtained one
from the Messrs. Allan, including the
Glasgow Allans, people of immense wealth,
and who sent one of their partners over
here to mnegotiate the matter. We got a
tender, and everything was arranged, and
the only thing wanting was the signature

of the Governor General to the Order in

Council accepting the tender, subject to
ratification by the English Government.
Was that doing nothing ? It is true that

His Excellency refused, although he knew

that the Order in Council was drafted un
der the authority of Parliament, for the pur-
pese of saving time, and although there

was no excuse for refusing to sign,
- because the contract provided that it

was subject to the approval of the House, |

- which was then to meet in three weeks.
Yet it was refused. My right hon. friend
(Sir Wilfrid Laurier) came into power. 1
put my dignity in my pocket and when I
went out of office I wrote him a letter and

begged him to get the signature of the Gov-

ernor General to the Order in Council, as
it would save a year.
two years. By the first of May next, that
fleet of fast steamers that the hon. gentle-
man now declares to be so eminently im-
portant to Canada would have been cross-
ing the Atlantic, shortening the time and
making Canada the highway and thorough-
fare for the mail communication and
travel of a great part of - America
and Great Britain. But the hon. mem-
ber did not do it. He took a very extraor-
dinary course. Nothing was done about
signing the Order in Council. But the hon.
gentleman did something. What was it?
One of his colleagues came out at a public
meeting at the Board of Trade of Quebec
and denounced the fast service and said
that it was not wanted, and this was the gen-
tleman the Prime Minister sent to England
to negotiate for the fast line service. Is it
any wonder it failed ? He knows., and the
Minister of Finance knows as well as I do,
that when the hon. member for Quebec
West (Mr. Dobell) left England, and when
the Finance Minister left England, they de-
spaired of accowmplishing anything with re-
lation to this contract. Two years have
been lost, and not a keel has been lald. A
. contract may have been made, and, after
' a great struggle, the securities may have
been got upon the pledge to return them ; I
do mnot believe they could have been got
upon any other terms. But ‘where is the
work ? Not a blow has been struck. Two
vears have been lost, and you will have to
begin de novo,
yourselves of what we secured, and that

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

1t would bhave saved

and vou will have to avalil

is the aid of the Imperial Government to
the extent of £75.000 sterling per annum.
I have only one more remark to make in
regard to the speeches of hon. gentle-
men opposite. and I regret that 1 am com-

 pelled to make it. I read with amazement

the following statement made at the Cana-
dian Club dinner by the right hon. the First
Minister :— ‘

The time might come when Canada might
claim a more intimate union than at present, but
so long as England sent to Canada as represent-
atives of the Crown such men as they had had
he did not think there would be any desire for
change on the part of Canadians. (Hear, hear.)
Canada had been exceedingly fortunate in the
men who had come out there to represent Eng-
land, and Lord Aberdeen had endeared himself
to all Canadians. ‘ ‘

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Will any man
in this House say * Hear, hear” to the fol-

' lowing sentence ? 1 do not believe it. Sir.

I do not believe there is a man so lost to
propriety. ‘
He had shown that he could pass through a

- crisis, keeping an even balance among all par-

ties.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear. hear.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. That oniy
shows what hon. gentlemen are capable of.
I ask the First Minister, I ask him in the
presence of this House and of the country.
whether he knew or did not know that
when that change of government occurred
in which he said the Governor General
showed that he could keep an even balance
among all parties, the Governor General's
conduct was denounced by the press repre-
senting more than half the electors of Can-
ada ? ‘ ‘

Some hon. MEMBERS. No, no.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Almost every
portion of the Conservative press denounced
the course pursued on that oceasion as a
violation ef th> constitution. I proved on
the floor of this House by evidence that no
man could meet, by evidence that the First
Minister did not meet then and cannot meet
now, that he had violated on that occasion
every PBritish and every Canadian prece-
dent. Under the circumstances——

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I think that
the hon. gentleman should withdraw that
remark. ‘ ‘ )

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I did not know
that I was out of order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. There iSs a

‘rule of the House, which is well known, no

doubt, to the hon. gentleman (Sir Charles
Tupper), that nothing is to be said disre-
spectful .to the Governor General.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. You entirely
mistake me, Sir. I am not saying anything
disrespectful of the Governor General, be-

‘cause the First Minister assumed the re-

sponsibility of the act. and I have the right

‘to deal with it and to find fault with him
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for supporting a violation of the constitu—§
tion. !
Some hon. MEMBERS. Order. Chair. !

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I would like to |
ask—- !

Some hon. MEMBERS. Order, order.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. When gen-|
tlemen opposite have a weak case they|
never want to allow the other side to be!
heard. I always feel that 1 occupy a strong:
position when they will not hear the truth. g

Some hon. MEMBERS. Chair. |
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 would like toif
ask you, Mr. Speaker, if it would be in:
crder for me to read a speech delivered in .
the interest of the Liberal party by the|
Governor General of Canada a few days§
ago in Toronto, a speech supporting the;
policy of my right hon. friend (Sir Wilfrid !
Laurier) and opposing the policy of the Con- |

servative party. b

i

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. The reason I/
called the hon. gentleman’s attention to the:
rule is that, as I understood him, he said.
that the Governor General had violated the!
constitution. Perhaps I misunderstood him. :

Sir CITARLES TUPPER. Mr. Speaker, |
if you will read the debate which took!
place on the change of government in this |
House, you will see that 1 not only stated
that. but proved it.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I ask the hon.!
gentleman to withdraw the expression he
has just used with regard to the G‘rms'ermorI
General.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 can only say
that if hon. gentlemen will refer to the.
debate I speak of, they will find that., with
the Speaker in the Chair, I was allowed to
- speak for over an hour and to lay before
the House reasons to show that. in my
judgment, the coastitution had been vio-
- lated. ‘ B

Some hon. MEMBERS. Chair.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. T expect the
hon. gentleman to withdraw the expression
he has used with regard to the Governor
‘General. We are not referring to the
debate which took place last year.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am perfectly
in order in referring to a debate which
took place last year. o

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I do not dis-
pute that, but I say that the hon. gentle-
man should not use the expression I have
referred to. : :

Sir CHARLES TUPPER, If the hon.
gentleman does not find that in the debate—

Some hon. MEMBERS. Order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I expeet the
hon. gentleman to withdraw the expression.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. If the hon. gen-
tleman does not find that, with the Speaker

3%

. —

in the Chair, I was allowed to debate that
question, 1 will be quite prepared to with-
draw that statement. And i am quite sure
that my hon. friend will see the justice of
that remark. Now, I propose—

Some hon. MEMBERS. Chalir.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 propose to
close very shortly.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Chair.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I do not think
hon. gentlemen will improve their position
by these interruptions. They will find that
nothing will be gained by trying to stifle
debate. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have all but
done— ‘

Some hon. MEMBZIRS. Chair.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. But there are
one or two subjects to which I wish to re-
fer. ‘

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. 1 do not think
the hon. gentleman will say that 1 am mis-
taken in saying that the rule I have re-
ferred to exists. It is absclutely against the
rules of the House to speak disrespectfuily
of the Governor General, and I think it is
contrary to the spirit of those rules to say
that the Governor General has violated the
constitution. |

! Sir CHARLES TUPPER. What I say,
rand what I did say, was that, in my judg-

ment, such was the case, and that the re-

i sponsibility was assumed by the hon. gen-

tlemen opposite. I have been in this House
for a great many years, and I have heard
this question discussed again and again. I
can refer you to a case where Mr. Mac-
kenzie was the leader of the Government

'in this House and when a question arose of

a similar character. I only wish to maintain
the rights of the members of this House.

‘and I wish to do so with all deference to

the Chair. I should be very sorry to say any-
thing that was not entirely in accordance
with the rules of this House. But I differ
on the question of fact, and you cannot
make me say that I do not think that the

' Governor General violated the constitution.

I could not conscientiously say that, be-
cause I do not think that it would be true.
I say, therefore, that when the right hon.
gentleman assumed responsibility for the
act, I deal with him. The hon. gentleman
maintains that 1 am wrong, that the Gov-

‘ernor General did not violate the constitu-

The PRIME MINISTER. That is a very
poor subterfuge.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The hon. gen-
tleman may think it is a subterfuge.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I understand

‘the hon. gentleman will not withdraw the

expression svhich he has used against the
Governor General. \

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am not pre-
pared to say that, in my judgment, the
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Governor General did not violate the con-
stitution. 1 say that when this matter was

a subject of debate, I was permitted by
the Speaker in the Chair to go a great deal .
further than anything that 1 have said to-.

night.
Mr. WALLACE.

call attention to a point of order, you called :
the attention of the leader of the Opposi- .
tion to the fact that he must not reflect:
upon the Governor General, and you sat
Then, Sir, because a clamour

down, Sir.
arose on the other side of the House, you

got up again and asked him to take it back."

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.

upon the decision that I have just given.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

remarks as soon as possible.

Speech.

Mr. CASEY.
point of order. The Chair bhaving ruled
that a certain expression is out of order,

it is imperative that the gentleman who
has used that expression, should withdraw :
it, else he cannot continue his speech, ac-.
cording to the rules of this House. It is:
also distinctly out of order to discuss the:
ruling of the Chair after it has been for- .

mally made. ‘
Mr. BERGERON. That is what you are
doing now.
Mr. CASEY.
affect that decision. I ask you whether the
hon. gentleman is in order in proceeding
- with his speech after refusing to withdraw
the expression which you have ruled to be
out of order.
tain me in raising that point of order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. 1t
much to be regretted that the hon. leader
of the Opposition will not withdraw the
expression which he has just used concern-
ing the Governor General. But I under-

stand him to say now that the Government :

is responsibie for the Governor General’s
action, and that the attack he has made
was directed against the Government. Con-
sequently, I understand him to withdraw
any exprassion which is injurious to the
Governor General himself. '

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Hear, hear. 1
pass away from that disagreeable subject
with great pleasure. Befcre I sit down I
want to—

- Mr. CASEY. 1 rise to a point of order.
I want to have it understood from the hon.
gentleman himself that he withdraws the
expression complained of. Does he say
that he withdraws it ?

.Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. He bhas just
declared that he withdraws any expression

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

[COMMONS]

If T might be aliowed
to say a word—when yon first arose to:

I do not think-
that the hon. gentleman has a right to reflect

I have very,
little more to say, and I will conclude my :
But 1 want
to say a few words with reference to the
Yukon Railway, as it is mentioned in this:

Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to a

No after-discussion can:

I think the House will sus-.

is very |

thic‘h was injurious to the Governor Gen-
. eral.

Mr. CASEY. Has he said so ?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. He has said
. 80,
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. XNow that the
great constitutionalist on the other side of
: the House has been set right, I will pro-
ceed. I am a little surprised at reading the
next paragraph in the Speech :

The action of the Imperial Gover-nriznt in de-
nouncing the treaties with Germany and Bel-
- gium also affords much satisfactory ¢vidence of
their desire to facilitate your efforts to promote
. the closest possible relations between Canada
and the remainder of the Empire. ‘

- Now, Sir, what does that mean ? Can any
_person on the other side of the House tell
me what is meant by “ the remainder of
the Empire” ? It gces on to say: *“and
will, I trust, contribute materially to the
development of the lmperial trade.” Now,
Sir, I Dbelieve that paragraph indicates a
rwant of knowledge on the part of the Gov-
fernment of what has taken place and of
what the denunciation of the Belgian and
- German treaties means. If the First Min-
ister wrote that paragraph. 1 could under-
stand it, because we know that, notwith-
standing all the discussion that has taken
place in reference to the German and Bel-
 gian treaties, the right hon. gentleman has
never mastered the subject and does not
- know wh:t those treaties involve. I held
;in my hand a speech made by that hon.
. gentleman at Quebec on his return, wherein
‘he said : ‘

There can be no doubt of the advantages which
Canada will gain from the denunciation of those
treaties, the greatest, undoubtedly, being the.in-
creased fiscal independence for us as a mnation.
Those treaties were in the way of the fiscal ar-
; rangement which we could have made with the
; sister colonies, or even with foreign nations, be-
, cause the moment any such arrangement has
been made, Germany and Belgium would have
to step forward and claim such arrangement
without giving anything in return.

Now, I beg to inform my right hon. friend
that he is entirely mistaken, that the Ger-
man and Belgian treaties have no more to
do with arrangements between Australia, or
South Africa, and Canada, than they have
with  China. What prevented trade ' ar-
rangements being entered into between
Canada and t;;e other colonies, especially
Australasia, was this: that in the constitu-
tion of the Australian colonies, there
was a provision that they coald not make
any d:fferential fiscol arrangemaents with-
out the assent of the JYome Govern-
ment, and consequently they could not even
‘make arrangements between Victoria and
New South Wales. Some time ago the
constitution was so amended as to enable
them to.make interprovincial arrangements
within Austrslasia; bat the fact remained
that no Australian colony could make trade
arrangements with Canada. In consequence
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of the resolution passed by the Ottawa: propose the prohibitory law which apples to
Conference asking that these difficulties in . the whole North-west Territories, and when
the way of interprovincial arrangements Minister of Customs I carried that measure
‘should be removed, the lmperial Govern-‘through Parliament; and I was in a posi-
ment introduced a Bill into the Imperial tion to say, at a temperance breakfast to
Parliament which made it possible to make which 1 was invited in London on one oc-
‘whait arrangenents we pleased between ' casion, when they were talking about pro-
Canada and apy part of Australasia. A - hibitory enactments and their practicabil-
treaty was made between New Zealand and ity, that I had the honeur of obtaining
Canada years :ngo. Under that Act of the from Parliament a prohibitory law cover-
Imperial Governrent, all diftienltiecs were ing the largest portion of the earth's sur-
removed. ‘ face to which such a law was ever ex-
I desire to refe1 for a moment to a very tended. Gentlemen present asked: Was
interesting part pf the Speech, and it is that it carried out, did it do any good ¥ I an-
which refers to the Yukon. There is a par- swered : Yes, it did a great deal of good,
agraph in the Speech which reads as fol- and you will see it was vigorously en-
lows :— " forced when I tell you that on board of a
Canadian Pacific Railway train the pocket
of a member of Parliament was searched

ﬁ?gﬁ, ‘{20,’?6;3& ‘1[1111 k;,;l ;‘,‘,‘fr:n‘iu‘;‘?,‘,‘éﬁejg 7,‘;‘;;?; by the Mounted Police, a flask found and
into that region, and have compelled the Gov- its contents emptied on the ground. This
ernment to take prompt action for the preserva- Will be further apparsnt when 1 tell you
tion of law and order in that distant and almost that at a great banquet tendered to Lord
inaccessible locality ; measures will be laid be- Dufferin, after his visit to the North-west,
fore you for that purpose. - the only liquor obtainable ip which to drink
Of course, 1 will not discuss the arrange-’ Lkis health was Perry Davis’ Pain-killer;

ments that have been made with respect to thus you will see how vigorously the law
the preservation of law and order there, Was enforced. This guestion came up be-
‘except on one point, and to that I desire to- fore the company of which I was chair-
draw the attention of the Government for Mman. and I said to them: I am under the
a moment. I dare say, some hon. members impression—I have had nothing to do ‘.‘jth
have discovered that there is somewhere an the subject for some time-—that there is a
Ottawa liar., that occasionally statements Prohibitory law in force there. [ sent a
are sent to the press over this country from message to Mr. Blount. my private secre
Ottawa which are entirely false and un- tary. who applied to the Government and
founded. I read one of them. It is dated Aas told that a prohibitory law was in
January 28, and was sent, not to Toronto force and mno person was allowed to take
or Montreal. where it would immediately ; Hquor into the North-west. This was con-

have met with contradiction. but to British ¢lusive evidence and closed the subject. 1
Columbia ard the North-west Territories, May say. for the information of the Minis-
ter of the Interior, that it was added that.

f;‘,’f gﬁ %‘;mrl;f;fégg 2? vitngpﬁ{:ﬁé’ j‘;;;",i‘ sb‘fﬁgfé ‘as the Minister of the Interior was a strict
there is any possibility 1o contradict it : prohibitionist, there was every hope he
; o 'would maintain that principle. I can only

While parties have been here wire-pulling at say that he will have my hearty evmpaﬂlv
Ott?,wa. for weeks back to obtain permits fOl‘\ in every possible effort to prevent the in-
;zli‘&“é‘o “l’gfgygég 5ggnatsgl %’i‘:’fﬁnggg’m;gﬁ trodnetion of liquor inre the North-west
obtained for the Klondike Mining and Trans- Territqrie§ . In my jtudfi.':utlen; ttl;ere Is g‘le
portation Company a permit for the sale of 50,000 SAme objection to its introduction in the
~ gallons from the British Columbia Government. | Yukon disirict as in the other part of

It will be taken to the northern boundary of the the North-west Territories. One of our
province and shipped from there as the pur- strong reasouns for prohibiting the manu-
chasers see fit. It is computed that the company ' facture, use or sale of liquor in the
can make several hundred thousand dollars on 3 North-west Territories was the danger of
the venture. . inflaming the minds of the Indians and
I say to this House that this statement has | | leading to trouble, for at that time there
rot the slizhtest foundation in fact, that 1, was a very small number of whites
never applied for a permit to send a gallon i and a very large number of Indians iIn
of whisky to the North-west, Klondike. or | | the territory. In my judgment. onc of
anywhere else. It says that I applied to | the great difficulties to be apprehended in
the Government of British Columbia. That, respect to the Yukon country is an influx
government has no power to grant a per-: of 100,0060. 150,000 or 200.000 people from
mit to take a gallon of whisky into the!all parts of the world. including many men
North-west Territories, as every member of | of very lawless character. and I believe
the House knows. The statement was: all measures the Government can adopt to
simply a falsehood manufactured without  prevent the introduction of intoxicating
the slightest basis. I probably would be: liguors in that country should be taken in
the last man in Canada who would do any- | the interest of the country.
thing of the kind, even if I had an oppor-| T now come to the eontraot for a railway
tunity. And why ? I had the honour to|from the Stikine to Teslin Lake. I do

The extraordinary gecld discoveries recently
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not intend to discuss this subject uucil!
the papers are laid on the Table. It
would be premature for any hon. me:mnber:
to arrive at a settled conviction in cne!
way or the other until the whole case!
- has been presented to the House and we
have heard from the Minister of the In-:
terior, and obtained the papers so as to!
know the ground on which the action adopt-:
ed by the Government has been taken. But:
I want to refer to a slanderous attack made
on myself in referenze to that matter. The .
character of any member of this House is
of importance to every one in it, to which-
ever side he may belong. and whatever can |
be doiae should be done to discountenance
unfounded, slanderous statements calculat-:
ed to affect the character of a public man.
I refer now to the *“ World ” newspaper of
Toronto, an! 1 characterize the stateents:
there made as the most cowardly attewipt
- to slander the character of a public man;
I have ever met since I have been in public
life. If the * World ” had had the courage
or manliness. instead of dealing in mali- |
cious. lying inuendoes, to make a statement .
to which they could be held responsible. [
could forgive them. because I would sup-.
pose that, believing they had good ground:
for the statement they made, they felt war-!
ranted in the public interest in making it.:
I say that mno more serious personal'
attack can be made on the character:
of a member of this House than to:
charge him with b-:ing corruptly concerned
in any contract given by the Government.
The publiec man—I care not who he may be'!
or what member of this House he may be—
the public man who can be shown to be
corruptly connected with any contract in!
which public money or public property is|
to be used. is guilty of an offence that ought |
to deprive him of a seat in this House, '
and to drive him out of public life.

§
i
i

I
may say for the information of the House, |
that since the House rose, and while I was:
in my room, some kind friend sent me a '
copy of “TLa Presse.” and I will do “La:
Presse” the justice to say that they have |
not exhibited the contemptible cowardice |
that the Toronto * World ” has exhibited inf
dealing with this subject. *“La Presse”|
charges me distinctly with being a party!
to. and with being personally interested in |
the Mann-Mackenzie contract. One of my
French friends will read it to the House
more accurately than I could, but I read
French sufficiently well to at once under-
stand and to appreciate the slanderous
character of the statement in that paper.
‘Che moment T read it. I addressed the fol-
lowing telegram to Mr. Donald McMaster,
Q.C.. of Montreal :(—

Please sce *“ La Presse,” Feb. 2nd, fourth page,
second and third columns, where it is stated
among other things, that I am personally inter-
ested in the Mann-Mackenzie contract, and that
with Messrs. Blair and Sifton am conspiring to
profit out of it at the expense of the country.

‘Demand immediate retraction and apology ;

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

otherwise desire yqu to institute criminal pro-
ceedings without delay. ‘

These gentlemen will now have an opportu-
nity in a court of justice of showing what
foundation they have for this slander. Dur-
ing the last five minutes in the House, T

i have received the following reply to this

telegram :

Montreal.—I have your telegram about *‘ La
Presse,”” and it is receiving my’ best attention.

DONALD McMASTER.

. That is the course which I am prepared to
take with any responsible man in this coun-

try, or any responsible newspaper in this

scountry, that ventures to attack my public

character in relation to a matter of this
kind. ‘ o
Before 1 sit down, Mr. Speaker. I wish
to state to the House exactly what I know
in relation to this matter. When bhon.

'gentlemen opposite were good enough to
-relieve me of the responsibilities and emo-

Iuments of office, I found it necessary to
turn my attention to business, and 1 could
not think of any business in which I could

cengage that would be more valuable to
; Canada than to endeavour to use the in-
: fluence that 1 had obtained by long residence

in London. ameng financial and commercial
men, in drawing British capital into Can-
ada, for the development of our country.
I hope. Sir, there is nothing in that course

cthat does not commend itselt to the ap-

Well, Sir. having
in meeting with a
application for

proval of every person.
been very successful
generous response to my

. money from capitalists in England., I felt

it my duty to use every effort in my power
to secure a wise expenditure of that capi-
tal and a satisfactory return, because I
know that on the result of dividends being
paid, it would be possible to obtain any
amount of capital for Canada, to be used
for so important a purpose. Well, I visited
British Columbia, and 1 went carefully
through the gold. and silver, and copper, and
lead mines in the Western Kootenay and
Slocan district, with the result that I came
to the conclusion that the mineral wealth
of British Columbia was almost inex-
haustible. and that all the impressions I
had previously formed had fallen far short
of what I now believe the reality will prove
to Dbe. One of my companies being
the Kiondike Mining, Trading and Trans-
port Corperation, I got all the information I
could with reference to the gold fields of
the Canadian Yukon, and I came to the

conclusion, after giving the subject the best

consideration in my power, that it was of
vital importance to Canada that we should
establish an all-Canadian route. The hon.
the Minister of the Interior (Mr. Sifton)
visited the Chilkoot and White Passes, and
I must say that T had no hesitation in pub-
licly commending his energy and his at-
tention to his duties in that regard, be-
cause I felt that was due to a public man,
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who at a good deal of personal inconveni-as well

I Dbelieve now that the im-
ence visited the country to obtain the:portance of that work cannot Dbe
knowledge which was necessary to enable |overrated, and I will tell you why. Every

him, as a Minister of the Crown, to formu- one who has paid any attention to this sub-
late his policy. Under the conviction!ject knows that although the loss of life
that 1 owed it to Canada to do!bas been comparatively small, yet the suf-

everything in my power
to what 1 had come to the con-.
clusion was absolutely essential to the best !
interests of Canada, I called upon the Hon.
Mr. Sifton, Minister of the Interior, as soon
as he returned to Victoria. 1 told that hon.

{ L disgrace,
| tention.

to conduce ! ferings of those going to the I\londlhe have

been intense, and the destruction of horses
' which have died by the thousands on these
. Chilkoot and White Passes was a perfect
and attracted a great deal of at-
But what was more. 1 felt that

gentleman the conclusion at which I had as the Government of the United States

arrived. 1 told him that from the best
information 1 could get from well quali-
fied sources, I had come to the conclusion :
that .there was one route, and one route
alone, which in the first instance it was
absolutely essential should be taken up'

P claimed
vor sixteen miles on both of these passes,

the territory over sowe fifteen

:they were in a position to offer such ob-
stluctxon. and they did offer such obstruc-

511011 to Canadian enterprise and Canadian

fenergy as to make it vitally important that

by the Government and developed, and ;dn all-Canadian route should be obtained.

that was the route on the
River, going from  Telegraph Creek!:
to Teslin Lake and thence down by the
waters. 1 pressed that upon him very
strongly. with a view of getting the earl iest
possible means of communication with Daw-
son City, because 1 had a discussion on the ;
matter with Major Walsh, a very able offi- |
cer in the service of the Government. as

to the probability of his getting in, and;

krowing the difficulties he had to encounter,
I Dbelieve it would take him a very long
time. 1 told the Minister of the Interior:

Stikine ; So that, instead of having to go on any

s {erritory claimed by the United States, they
. should be able to go from Victeria., Van-
(,OIIVOI oI any other p.u‘t of Canadu into that
©country without touching American territory
fat all. I may have overrated the importance
cof it, though I do not think I did. But 1
felt it my duty as a public man to take the
‘position I did ; because there are solue ques-
tions that are higher than party. Of course,
' from a party point of view it is desirable
i that the Government should make all the
mistakes they will; but when it comes to be

that 1 believed it would be found practi- ,a question between Seattle or San IFran-
cable to send an ocean steamer to the mouth | ¢isco being the base of supplies for all the
of the Stikine River when the ice had;thousands of people that will go into the
formed, and with horses and sleds and pro- | Canadian Yukon territory instead of Can-
visions and equipages of every kind, to go|ada, I say it becomes a matter of the most
up on the ice to Glenora or some portion | vital importance to the whole country. Un-
of the upper part of the Stikine River, :der these circumstances I pressed on the hon.
and by a sled trail go down on the ice to { Minister of the Interior the importance of

Teslin Lake long before navigation would |
be open at all. 1 pressed on that hon. |
gentleman in the strongest and most em-,
phatic manner I could his duty as Minister
of the Crown to spare no effort to endea-’
vour to accomplish a connection in that way.

I told him I had interviewed the Govern- |
and they bhad:
assured me they were prepared to co-operate !

ment of British Columbia.
with the Government of the Dominion in
opening. in the first instance, in the absence
of the railway. a sled trail, to be made into
a trail as soon as- the snow went off. 1
went further ;
Interior : You heard me make a very strong
speech’ last session on the floor of the Com-
mons in opposition to Government aid to
railways. I said : I am prepared to take it
all back so far as this road is concerned.
I said: I am so convinced of the vital im-

portance to Canada of at once establishing

a railway connection between the Stikine
River and Teslin Lake that, so far as I am
able to judge, if you will take the scheme up
vigorously and put it through at once as
a Government work—I believe you will have
the hearty support of the Parliament of
Canada and the people of Canada

 perhaps through some  espionage—no,

1 said to the Minister of the |

‘using the best means in his power to secure
' the end in view. The paper to which 1 refer,
‘the **World ” newspaper, had brought out,
it
‘could not be that, because the statement

Lwas false. It stated that I had an interview

with Mr. Mann and Mr. Mackenzie in Van-
couver. I met Mr. Mackenzie in the train.
I met Mr. Mann in the public hall of the
Vancouver Hotel. He never was in my
room ; I never was in his; I never had an
interview with him or with Mr. Mackenzie ;
and when that contract was signed and
sealed, T was as ignorant of it as any man
in this House. When it was made public
by the papers in Montreal, I happened to be
there on business—and my hon. friends
belind me know pretty well what that
business was. I certainly did not know
that anything of the kind was going on.
After coming back here I called on' the Min-
ister of the Interior and asked him what
prospect there was of getting this sledge
road through at once, because unless the

 werk was done at once the ice would be

wone and the opportunity would be lost. The

' hon. gentleman told me that he was not in

a position to inform me, because it was a
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confidential matter ; but, he said, “y expect ; carried on as a successful industry for
to be able to give you information in a very | many years, the royalty on gold is two per
few days.” That was all that took place be- | cent. I believe that if the Gevernment will
tween the hon. Minister and myself. He ‘ give this subject their careful considera-
gave me no information; I did not know ! tion, they will come to the conclusion that
the Government were negotiating with ' there is no act they could do that would

Messrs. Mann & Mackenzie at all, or that
they had a contract, or that the Government
were not going to do the work themselves. I
feel it my duty to make that frank state-
ment to the House.

I do not intend to take up the contract‘
itself until we have the papers hefore us; ;
but I think the Government may well tum
their attention—and the sooner they do so‘
the better—to the mining regulations of that ;
country. One of the gravest charges made
against this eoniraci—and it is a very etmng,
charge—is that while a wealthy and power-
- ful body of contractors have only to pay a |
royalty of cne per cent, ten per ‘cent is ex-
acted from the miners. I may say that:
what took place between the hon. Minister |
and myself in British Columbia 1 stated!
pubhely at a banquet given to me in the,
city of New Westminster, and I did it de-'
signedly, for the purpose of bringing public .
- opinion to sustain the pressure which I was’
endeavouring to bring upon the hon. gentle-
man. 1 took great exception to the mining .
regulations, and I am glad they have been
modified ; but I am satisfied that when the |
matter N examined, it will be found utterly‘
indefensible to exact a royalty of ten per.
cent. Why, Sir, what does it mear ? You.
must remember that tixe mining in that ;
country is not carried on by capitalists ; it is
poor man’s mining. It is a description of
mining in which a man with a vigorous con-
‘ stltutmn and a year’s provisions to sustain
- him, and clothing, and a pick, a shovel and
an axe, possesses all the appurtenances he
requires to carry on the business. Suppose
a man goes in at the risk of his life, as
many did, or at the risk of his health, as;
many did, and takes up a mining c]axm S
- and suppose, by dint of great industry he ;
 takes out in the course of a year $22,500 |
worth of gold. Wages are enormous, the
cost of living is enormous, the circumstan-
ces under which the work is done are of
the meost terrible character, and it is not at
all unlikely that it will cost him $20,000 to
take out the $22,500. What is the result?
The result is that you deduct the first $2,500
pefore you assess “the product ; that leaves
- $20,000, on which ten per cent is $2,000 and
‘the man has $500 left for his year’s work,
- while the Government has $2,0600. That in
brief is the argument, and I think that
what would meet with the most hearty ap-
proval of this country would be the reduec-
tion of the royaity imposed on the miners,
if not to one per cent, certainly to not more
than twe per cent. In the province of Brit-
_ish Tolumbia, & poor province, where there
are an immense number of mines, the royal-
ty on gold is one per cent. In the province

of Nova Scotia, where. gold—minmg has been
’ Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

meet with more hearty approval in this
House or out of it, than a great reduction
of that heavy charge.

There is another point of grave import-
ance, and as there are probably some nego-
tiations going on in reference to it, I want
! to direct the attention of the House to fit.
It is this. The Government of this country
have an opportunity which they never have
had before and never will have again, of
dealing with the unjust labour laws of the
United States of America. Every person
recognizes, and it came to be recognized in
this House, that the right hon. First Mirister
was oblized to pledge himself at the last gen-
eral election, that, if he could not obtain a
modification of the repeal of thuse labour
laws that were found to be so oppressive to
Canadians along the border, or to Cana-
dians who wanted to go into the ¥United
States for work, this Parliament would be
asked to retaliate by passing a similar act.
Now, Sir, no country can complain with any
foundation if =no‘her countr v adopts its
own legislation ; and what I would ask this
House and the Govemment seriously to con-
sider in the interest of Canada, is to pass a
law to provide that the same laws shall be
applied to the citizens of any country which
that country applies to Canadians. While

‘the United States shut us out from obtain-
ing a free miner’s license or from working

in a mine in the United States, I would not
allow a citizen of the United States to work
in our mines. I would simply adopt their
own legislation with reference to alien 1la-
bour, mining and everything else that af-
fects the mutual rights of the two people.
If they complained of it, they would com-
plain without any possible ground of jus-
tice ; and I take this opportunity of draw-
ing the attention of the Government to &
matter which I regard as very important ;
and that is the desire and determination of
the United States to capture to a large ex-
tent the gold and trade and business of the
Canadian Yukon district. I belive this
Government have an opportuity that
will never occur again. Now, Sir, 1
am sorry to have taken up so much
of the time of the House. but I shall
close in very few words. I am delighted
to find the Governinent are going to bring
in a Saperannuation Bill. I believe that
the frightful injustice perpetrated since the
Gevernment cam» into power must con-
vince every member of this House that the
sooner the superannuation law is changed
the better it will be.

With reference to the Franchise Act, I
would iike to take this early opportunity of
saying—I do not know that I am able to

‘speak for every person, but certainlv Ican
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speak for myself and a great many other
members of the party—that, in my opinion. 2
universal suffrage law based on a satis-
factory residence in the country and con-
stituency, with a cheap form of registration.
would solve this difficulty whieh, I frankly
admit, exists, of a very expensive Act, and
would avoid the humiliation proposed of our
people electing members to this Parliament
on different franchises in different provinces.
I beg to apologize to this House for taking up
so much of its attention, and I must express
my regret to my right hon. friend for not
having been able .to conclude my remarks

at an earlier period. and thus giving us

earlier the pleasnre of listening to him.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier). I have listened, Mr. Speaker,
without any astonishment to the extraor-
dipary harangue—I cannot call it a speech
—in which the hon. gentleman has vented
out the spleen and disappointment which
have filled his soul ever since a certain day
in the year 1896 which I shall not further
harrow his feelings by mentioning. Well,
knowing my hon. friend, having had a
long experience of.his ways and methods, T
must say that I was prepared for a very
large share indeed of wild and extrava-
gant declamation, but I must pay him the
compliment—doubtful though
uporn this occasion h:e has fairly out-Heroded
Ferod, or. to speak more accurately, out-
Tuppered Tupper. But such is the high
estimate which we have formed, on this
side of the House, at all events. of his
vower of vituperation. of his recklessness
of statemeat, of his faculty of distortion.
that. for my part. I repeat it again. T heard
it all without any astoaishment. My hon.
friend is not in a happy frame of mind ; he is

angry : he is choleric; he is wrothy—and

‘the cause is not at all far to seek. I once
heard upon the floor of this House our
friend Joseph Rymal declare that there
was not a she-bear deprived of her cubs
half so ferocious as the Tory party when
deprived of office. If that was the cause
of the hon. gentleman being choleric and
wrothy., we can easily account for the ex-
traordinary outhreak of disappointment and
bittarness we have just heard from him.
There are many things in the speech of
many hours to which perhaps 1 might re-
ply..but my hon. friend will pardon me if
T say that the speech of five or six hours
to which we have listened this afternoon
and evening, was well characterized this

afternoon by the hon. gentleman who sec-.

onded the Address, when he spoke of a de-
luge of words in a desert of ideas. I must
say for my hon. friend that I cannot follow
- him in everything he has said. I cannet,

for instance, follow him in the statements

he made, - which were decorated with such
adjectives as * want of ability,” * humilia-
tion,” *‘ incompetency ” and “ prefound ig-
norance.” After all, we must all submit to
‘the laws of fate. The laws of fate are in-

‘lation :

it be—that

trumpet and singing his own praises.
T must confess to my hon. friend that in

! exorable, and painful as it may be to us,

it is evident that it is our fate as a Govern-
ment not to come up to the expectations of
my hon. friend. My hon. friend is not the
first man who, smarting uuder a sense of
disappointment, finds some solace for him-

i self in reviling those who are stronger than
' he.

Shakspere has shown us Thersites,
deformed and scurrilous, venting his spleen
on account of his deformity, in the camp
of the Greeks, by abusing the leaders of
the army ; and after a more vicious tirade
than ever. conciuding by this pious ejacu-
“T have now said my prayers ; let
the Devil Envy say amen.” It would have
been quite in order for the hon. gentleman,
when he concluded his speech, to have said.
like Thersites: Now that I have finished
my prayers. let the Devil Envy say amen.
My hon. friend has weighed us and found

us wanting. and he has seen the signs on

our walls of our condemnation. 1 must say
that such a judgment and such a verdiet.
uttered in so solemn a manner. might prove
disqnieting and disturbing were it not for
the fact that we know. from many an ex-
perience. that whether as a judge of events
or as a prophet. my hon. friend is the very
reverse of a Daniel. Where in the world
has he scen the signs of condemnation ?

Mr. SUTHERILAND. The Toronto
“World.” '

The PRIME MINISTER. I must confess
that T have not thought of that. but the
Torcnto ** World ' evideutly does not com-
prise Toronto Centre. which sent us, some
few weeks ago. so able a representative as
the one to whom we have had the pleasure
of listening this afternocon. Neither has he
seen signs of condemnation in Temiscouata,
which elected by acclamation my hon.
friend (Mr. Gauvreau) who seconded the
Address. Neither has he scen them in

- Rimouski, where my hon. friend was also

elected by acclamation, because hon. gen-
tlemen opposite did not dare try the issues
with us. Neither did he see any in Drum-
mond and Arthabaska. where the hon. gen-
ileman’s friends did try the issues and
were snowed under by a majority of over
700, Neither did he see them in Nicolet, an
old Conservative county. which was carried
by its present renresentative in 1891 by
one of a majority. which he lost in 1896 by
130, or something like that, and which he has
now carried by a majority of over three
hundred. Neither has he seen signs in

Quebec Centre. where my hon. friend (Mr.

Malouin) has just been elected by acclama-
tion. My hon. friend has spoken in some-
what extravazant language. There might
perhans be something to retort to, if one
were blessed with the hapny faculty, which

is so natural to him. of blowing his own
But

that art. in which he is past master. I am
absolutely incompetent. I must further
confess—and I do so with due humility—that



83

[COMMONS]

84

if he judges us from the summit of his own
estimate of himself, he has very good rea-
son to be severe upon us.

It i3 not every man who can say that he
has made Canada. ,
- gave the testimony to my late lamented

friend, Sir George Etienne Cartier, that he

had been one of the foremost promoters of

the confederation of Canada. But I must
tell the hon. gentleman that in doing this
tardy justice to Sir George E. Cartier he
was very unfair to another gentleman, he

was very unfair to no less a person than Sir

Charles Tupper, because we have it upon
ihe authority of Sir Charles Tupper himself
that he it is who made Canada. On a
certain occasion he spoke in this manner :

My history is the history of the Dominion of
Canada ; my history is the history of the con-
federation of Canada ; my history is the history
of the progress and prosperity of this country.

Sir George E. Cartier was one, Sir John A.
Macdonald was another, George Brown was
another who, we were all under the impres-
sion, had had a good dexal to do with the his-
tory of confederation, but they were simply
puppets in the hands of my houn. friend ; he,
and he alone, did it. Well, Sir, I have only

this to say to my hon. friend : Every thing

is relative in this world. I will not com-
pare him to ourselves, but I will simply ans-
wer him in the language of a celebrated

gentleman in the old Parliament of France

in_the time of the revolution, in the language
of L'’Abbd Maury, who being taunted ouce

by Napoleon that he thought a good deal

of himseif, said : “ No, I think very little
of myself when I judge myself, but I think
a great deal of myself when I compare my-
self with others.”
'~ What shall I say now Sir, of the un-
scemly attack, of the most unseemly attack,
which was made by . the hon. gentleman,
without auy provocation Whatever, upon the
representative of the Queen in this country,
- upon the Governor General ? Sir, I ecan
always forzgive a man for speaking hard
words in the heat of debate, but I cannot

forgive a man for making a deliberate at-

tack upon a gentleman who cannot defend
himself, and then sneaking out of the con-
sequence through a poor subterfuge such as
we had an exhibition of to-day. However, Mr.
Speaker, we can allow this to pass. That
attack will do no harm to the august person
against whom it was directed. Neither
the honour of Canada nor the credit of

Canada will suffer by it; if anybody is to

suffer by it, it is the hon gentleman who,

fforgettnng himself, forgetting his station,
~used the unseemly language which we have

.- heard this evening.

- Now, Sir, my : hon. friend told us this
afternoon that he was not a poet ; ‘but I
- {bink he showed us that he could. take many

" licenses, : though they were not poetical.
~.But ‘I must give him this credit, that he|
, did not- -attempt to challenge the ﬂgures and

sn- WILFRID LAURIER.

To-day my hon. friend

blessings iu this respect.

‘beyond that claim.

to the peopie of Canada.

the statements brought forward by my hon.
friend from Centre Toronto (Mr. Bertran)
when he spoke of the prosperity of this
country. Canada is prosperous as it never
was before. The fact is that ever since
this Administration came into office, Canada
has gone forward with leaps and bounds.
The hon. member for Centre Toronto this

afternoon said nothing but what is well

known, when he said that Canada occupies
a prouder station to-day, not only within
the Empire but throughout the world at
large. than she ever did at any previous

| period of her history. The fact is, Sir, that

Canada has seen more progress during the
last eighteen months than she ever realized
at any similar previous time in her history.
When the historian comes to write the
history of this country from confederation
up to ihe present time, he will make a jump
from the year 1867 to the year 1897, and
will date from the latter year a new era
in the national development of this country.
Neither dil my hon. friend challenge the
statement, though he has denied many

things. that Canada has been blessed by
I'rovidence with a bountiful harvest.

In
the days of the old regime a good harvest

would have been attributed to the National

Iolicy. I have heard that said. ' We
simply give ecredit to Providence for our
But if we have
good harvests we have also good prices.
My hon. friend hastened to say that it was
not due to the tariff. If I were to use the
same kind of language formerly used by
himself and by his friends, I would say
directly that the price of wheat is due to the

tariff. Why, Sir, has not wheat risen to the

price of $1 per bushel, and have we not

| heard the statement made by followers of
the hon. gentleman that $1 a bushel was
the Grit price of wheat.

We have got back
to the Grit price of wheat. But we do not
claim anything of the kind. We never
claimed that the prices of the products of
the land could be regulated by the tariff.
What we do claim, however, is this, that
the tariff has been revised in such a fair and
judicious manner as to give confidence to
the people of this country, and to make it
possible for them to take advantage of
every opportunity that offers to increase
our trade with the world. We do not go
But, Sir, the hon.-gen-
tleman had still some little blame to cast
upon my hon. friend who framed the tariff.

‘He claimed that what changes we have

made in the tariff had proved unprofitable
Let me quote him
an authority which he will admit apon this
point, as strong and valuable as any au-
thority that can be quoted. Mr. Edward
Gurney, the late President of the Toronto

‘Board of Trade. This is the way he Spoke

of the ehanges which have been made in the

‘tariif L .

I believe that in a large measure the conﬁ-

“ldence ot to-day i3 ‘attributable to the able and
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intelligent treatment of this question by the:
Government of the day, which, while it has not |
pleased us all, and has in some instances seem- !
ingly sacrificed interests in a way not readily:
appreciable by a business man, has on the whole ;
been broad, coherent and consistent, and a dueg
regard for the present and future of Canada .
should restrain Ministers of the Crown and:
others from intimating that the tariff has in it
no stability, and that the safe position for busi-
ness to assume is that which I once discovered
on a tombstone : ‘* Stranger, be thou all eye, all .
ear, all expectation, lest death steal upon thee in |
an unwary moment.”

Now, Sir, the‘hon. gentleman did not speak
very long upon that subject. Bué he de-|
voted some three or four hours of his;
speech to discussing the question of pre-|
ferential trade, and especially in an effort;
to show my own derelictions in that regard.
The hon. gentleman was Kkind enough to
speak of the manner in which I had en-
deavoured to represent Canada at the Ju-

bilee celebration, and I thank him for the:

kind words that he used in that connection.
But at the same time he did me the honour
of attacking me personally for the course!
which T had pursued in England in refer-;
ence to the matter of preferential trade.
T must say, however, that the attack which
he made upon me was very moderate com-
pared with the attacks which are made
every day by the press which supports him.
In the press which supports him I am
represented every day as a traitor.
Treascn is a word which I find in almost
every article of those newspapers. And. by
the way, I may mention that even the hon. !
gentleman made use of the same expression
in one portion of his remarks. Well, Sir,
the word treason does not affect me very
‘much. I am getting accustomed to it. Why,
Sir, in the press which receives inspiration
from my hon. friend, in my own province.
for months and for years I was daily de-:
nounced as a traitor to my race and to my |
religion ; while in the press that supports
him in the other provinces. the theme upon
which they enlarge is that I am a traitor
to the whole country. Al T can say is
that there is about as much truth in the
one charge as there is in the other. But
what is the mnext charge brought against
me by the hon. gentleman ? He says that
I have turned .my back while in England
upon the cause of preferential trade. Let
me give him my answer—it will be direct
and simple. My answer is, that if to-day
the idea of preferential trade is no longer
a vain and idle one, if there is any spark
of living truth in it, if it is ever to become
an accomplished fact. the first step towards
‘the realization of this idea was taken last
summer when T was in England. Sir, the.
‘hon. gentleman knows it quite well. Let
me put a question to him. Is it not a
fact that up to last summer all theories
of preferential trade within the Empire were
met with one insurmountable difficuity ?
The insurmountable obstacles was the ex-

difficulty by cutting the knot.

istence of the German and Belgian treaties.
The hon. gentleman Lkpows it right well.
The press that he inspires knows it as well
as he does. Why, the boys in the streets
that sell the newspapers know it as well
as. he does, everybody knows it. But in
order to bring him once more fresh to the
attention and to the knowledge of his blind

~and deaf followers, let me give them here
.now the very text of the treaty with the

German Zollverein :

Article 7. The stipulations of the preceding ar-
ticles, 1 to 6, shall also be applied to the col-

i onies and foreign possessions of Her Britannic

Majesty. In those coloniesf and possessions the
produce of the States and the Zollverein shall
not be subject to any higher or other import

! duties than the produce of the United Kingdom
" of Great Britain and Ireiand, or of any other

country of the like kind, nor shall the exporta-
tions from those colonies or possessions to the
Zollverein be subject to any other or higher
duties than the exportation to the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland.

It is quite plain that so long as these trea-
ties were in existence, all idea of a pre-
ferential tariff within the Empire had to
be abandoned. Sir, the fact is well known to
the hon. gentleman and to his friends, be-
cause they have laboured also to obtain a
repeal of these obnoxious treaties ; but they
laboured in vain. they laboured perhaps with
more zeal than discretion o judgment. We
all recollect the most pathetic speech de-
livered by my hon. friend last year in this
House wherein he recited the efforts which

- had been made by his party to obtain the

denunciation of these treaties, the efforts

made by Sir Alexander ‘Galt when High

Commissioner in London, the efforts made
by himself while he occupied the same posi-

tion, the efforts made by Sir John A Mac-

donald. by Sir John Abbott, by Sir John
Thompson, by my hon. friend from York
(Mr. Foster). Yet all these efforts, all these
solemn protests and petitions made in sea-
son and out of season, were without avail.
Sir, according to an old Greek legend the
Empire of the world was promised to the
man who could untie the Gordian knot.
And there were ambitious nen at that time,
there were Tuppers in those days as there
are now, and the Tuppers of those days
wore out their fingers in the attempt to
unloose the intricate cords. They failed,
every one of them, until at last Alexander
of Macedon came, and he simply solved the
Well, Sir,
the Alexander of Macedon who has solved

' the question in our day is my hon. friend

the Minister of Finance. It was he who
solved the difficulty by cutting the knot

when in his tariff last year, he assumed the

position that England had authority to de-
nounce the treaties, or he could refuse the
offer which we made to her. Such was the
position when I left for England. If I had
followed the example of the hon. gentle-

‘man, I should have gone about to advo-

cate preferential trade. I should have asked
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for the pound of flesh.

he failed. But [ persued
policy.

the pound of flesh,

thago.”

England, and heaven knows I made a good .

many. I never failed to impress upon the

British publie that they should give us help
in obtaining from the Government the de--

nunciation of those treaties. Well. Sir, on the

1st of August last, the treafies were denoun-
Now, the hon. gentleman stated this’
afternoon, repeating what he has stated be-
fore in still more forcible language than-
he stated to-day, that after all we had ob- .
tained no advantage for Canada, that our:

ced.

policy had proved a complete fiasco. that

though we had obtained a denunciation of .
‘the treaties we deserved no credit for it. .
against the hon.
I will call against him no :
less a person than the “ Ifon. Sir Charles:
M.P, Ot-:
and ex-High'
The treaties:

Let me call a witness
gentleman here.
Tupper. Bart., G.C.M.G., C.B.
tawa (late Prime Minister
Commissioner for Canada).”

were denounced on the 1st of August. On

the 7th of August there was issued a pros-:
pectus of the “‘ British Empire Finance Cor-'

poration, Limited,” and at the head of the

board of direetors I find the name of “Hon.

Sir Charles Tupper, Bart, G.C.\M.G., C.B.,”
and all the rest. Let me read the opening
words of this prospectus :

This company was formed to acquire and de- .

velop within the British Empire, and under
the security of British laws, industrial under-

takings and other enterprises of a sound char- -
acter, and ‘to assist in opening up the resources

¢f the colonies and dependencies of Great Bri-
tain.

the restrictions hitherto existing upon prefer-
ential inter-British/ trade, will have the effect of
developing enormous and profitable resources
hitherto neglected in the colonies, and will throw
opent new fields for highly remunerative invesi-
ments.

that was not enough.

that if we had advocated the cause of pre-

ferential trade and ask24 for a quid pro quo, |

asked a preference against all other nations
we would have attained it. Well, Sir, he
has said s¢, he has said many things.
is a prophet after the event. he has been
often a misguided prophet.

man staked his reputation on the statement
that our policy was an a,bsurdity, was a

Sir WiLFRID LAURIER.

If I had blundered
as he Dblundered, 1 would have failed as’
a different .
I did not go about asking for:
I did not go about
advocating the cause of preferential trade.:
Instead. 1 adopted the tactics of old Cato:
in Rome, who never made a speech in the |

Senate without in some way bringing in;
~ his famous denunciation * Delenda est Car-,
In every speech which I made in:

The recent denunciation of the German .
and Belgian treaties, and the removal thereby of .

He!

- On the 29th!
of July. not more than two days before the !
treaties were denocunced. the hon. gentle-.

blunder. and the day would never come
when it would be anything else, it would
always remain a blunder. Two days after-
wards he had received his own answer in
‘the fact that the treaties were dencunced,
and the week afier he could make the state-
ment which has just been read. But, Sir,
the hon. gentleman goes further. He says
that in taking the position that I did take,

I went bhack not only upon my
policy, but upon = myseif. The bhon.
gentleman stated I  had abandoned
‘the cause of preferential trade. What I

stated in Canada was. and by the words I
“stand, that if ever the cauvse of preferentiai
‘trade is to become an established fact w/ith-
in the boundaries of the British Empire, it
can only be upon the lines of free trade.
The hon. gentleman has quoted in sppport
of his doctrine the authority of Mr. Cham-
berlain. I take issue with the hon. gentle-
man. Mark my words, let them be marked
‘on the other side. I say neitber my hon.
friend nor any one of the apostles of pre:
ferential trade on the other side of the
House would accept preferential trade on
the lines laid down by Mr. Chamberlain.
The only man in England who has thor-
oughly studied preferential trade, given at-
tention to it and taken an intelligent and
statesmsanlike view of it is the distinguished
gentleman who is now at the head of the
Colonial Office. Before I proceed further, I
should like to know from hon. gentlemen
opposite whether they are protectionists or
not. Would it be an unfair question if I
were to ask the hon. leader of the Opposi-
tion if he is a protectionist, or if the hon.

. mmember for York (Mr. Foster) is a protec-

- tionist, or if the hon. member for West
York (Mr. Wallace) is a protectionist, or the .
hon. member for North Bruce (Mr. McNeill),
who has always been a strong apostle of
preferential trade, is a protectionist ? No
doubt they will one and all say they are
protectionists, not only for Canada but also
:for England. Now, let me quote the lan-
-guage of Mr. Chamberlain. That hon. gen-
“tleman spoke several times on this ques-
tion, but his mast notable speech was that
delivered at the Canada -Club dinner in Lon-

‘ ‘don on March 25th, 1896, and this is the
8ir, this is the result of our policy, acknowl- ;
edged by the hon. gentleman himself when :
he had more interest to speak the truth:
than he has upon the present occasion. But:
After that victory:
had been achieved. the hon. gentleman says '

speech from which hon. gentlemen have
often quoted. Here is the very language
used by M. Cham‘berlain‘:—- ‘

I have laid down four propositions which [
think cannot be controverted.- The first is that
; there is a universal desire among all the mem-
‘ bers. of the Empire for a closer union between
the several branches, and that, in their opinion,
as in .ours, this is desirable—nay, it is essential
for the existence of the Empire as such. My
second proposition is that experience has taught
us that this closer union can be most kopefully .
approached in' the first instance from its com-
mercial side. My third proposition is that the
euggestions which ‘have hitherto been made to
us, although we know them io have been made
in goed part, are, when considered from <he
point of view of British interest, not sufficienily
' favourable to be considered by this country.
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My fourth proposition is that a true Zollverein§ Canada have her mills been so fully em-
fg" th% Etfn‘lt’ll;" e,Ethap. a f{ff trid‘;‘t e‘s‘fggﬁs?d | ployed. Let me go one step further. Let me
thrcughou e Empire, althou n-: , ‘ :
vol‘vegthe imposition of duti‘esgagainst foreign flake the .proPOSiﬁon O;f Mr. Oha,mbeﬂam a8
countries, and would be in that respect a deroga- | 1€ made it. No one will deny, every one will
tion from the high principles of free trade and ; @admit that there is grandeur in his pro-
from the practice of the United Kingdom up to posal. I do not discuss it from the economic
the present time, wculd still be a proper sub-| point of view, but simply from the political
ject for discussion, and might probably lead to a ! point of view, and I do not hesitate to say
Sg“.Sfac“’rY JArrangement, if '.tfl‘e ?fl"“ies on : there is grandeur in the idea of a galaxy of
their part were willing to consider 1t. ! nations acknowledging the same allegiance
Now, who in the Opposition is willing to and all bound together by the ties of free
come to the question on this basis, that trade. But is that the idea hon. gentlemen
there should be mo customs duties within @ opposite have in their minds ? No ; they
the empire ? Let him rise in his place. Let cculd not rise to the high conception pre-
hon. gentlemea opposite tell the people of . sented by Mr. Chamberlain, but they would
Canada that they are prepared to advocate ! drag him down to the low level of their own
a system of preferential trade on the basis: paltry conception. The truth is that the
that there shall be within the empire no  question of preferential trade at the present
customs duties whatever. Let them say :time has to be discussed from the point of no
they are willing to give up our customs  customs tariff existing within any part of
duties against Great Britain, I do not say  the empire, and I do not say that Canada Is
against Germany, France or the United : DJ.)‘W ready for it. Canada is nOt ready to
States. Among hon. gentlemen opposite give up its customs tariff, and so long as
none will prove to be so loyal an apostle of i Canada is not ready to give up its customs
preferential trade as to say that he and his ' tariff, it is no use to preach the doctrine of
" associates are willing to give up protection ' preferential trade, whether here or in Eng-
against Britain. Do we not kuow that the ' land or anywhere at all ‘
National Policy, of which even at this lute: I have not much to say in regard to what
date we heard a eulogy on the floor of this ' ‘he hon. gentleman has stated with respect
House to-day, was intended to stab the :to the Klondike Railway. I rather commend
trade of Great Britain ? Let me proceed: the course he has taken on this occasion on
further with my quotations from the this subject. There is a good deal, however,
speech of Mr. Chamberlain. This is how | to say with respect to the mining regula-

he concluded this part of the argument : ' tions, which aiso can be deferred to a future
‘ i oceasion. I am not prepared to say that I

But the principle which I claim must be ac-' ih evarvihin ‘ N
cepted, if we are to make any, even the slightest agree With everything said by the hon. gen

> . tleman in this respect, though I am strongly
ress, is that within the different parts of the: " . e
%x;g%iggs protection must disappear, agd that the : Of the opinion that we should endeavour by
duties must be revenue duties, and not protec-; all means to keep that far distant part of
tive duties' in the sense of protection, for the  our country for our own people. Great de-
products of one part of the Empire against those | velopments have taken place since last ses-
of another part. : sion. Capada has at all times been able to
This is very plain. Mr. Chamberlain says boast that it is endowed by Providence
in so many words that withip the empire with many rich gifts. Her fertile plains and
there can be mo protective duties by one | valleys are certainly not surpassed in any
part of the empire against another part. other country ; her forests are not equalled
Are hon. gentlemen opposite ready to assent by the forests of any other land ; her fish-
to this proposition ? They will not have ' eries are rich; but suddenly gold discover-
the chance of making declarations contra- | ies have been made in our own territory
dictory to the position they occupy. The: Which, if they prove as extensive as
answer was made by the hon. leader of the: they are supposed to be, will no
Opposition last session when discussing the jdoubt ~—make Canada ome of the
effect of the reduction of 25 per cent which | Diost famous gold producing countries.
we were offering to Great Britain. This is: But this discovery .has been made under
how he characterized it :— ‘ - very exceptional circumstances. It had

o . - _ i been supposed up to the present time, that
‘ The industries of Canad&.( built up at suc:l‘ gold was, as it were, a product of the sun,
enormous cost, industries. which have made Can- | v po found only in these regions adjacent

ada what it is to-day, industries that represent ‘ ‘ . -
ak: enormous amount of capital invested,industries | [0 the equator. The discovery in Canada

that have enriched Canada by the progress and has been made well within the land of the
prosperity she has enjoyed while they have been | Iidnight sun, the land of almost perpetual
in operation. These industries will become par-| winter. The same has taken piace in this
alyzed again when exposed to @ reduction of 25| case which has taken place at all times in
per cent on this general tariff, and one after| history after a discovery of gold., from the
another they will succumb. | | time that Jason and the Argopauts went in
I must say the hon. gentleman has again | search of the Golden Fleece down to our
proved a false prophet. Although a reduc- | own generation, when the discoveries of
tion has been made, not of 25 but of 12} per | gold were made in California and Australia
cent, never at any time In the history of | —thousands of men rush at once in search
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of the precious metal. If we. remember
that this Yukon district, but for its gold, is:
absolutely barren, and that it does not pro-.
duce a pound of food, we cannot be sur--
prised that it should have engrossed at once:
the attention of the Government in order to:
give it in the first plice something like a-
substantia! judicial administration, and
then in the second place an easy and speedy
means of communication. 1 thank my hon. .
friend (Sir Charles Tupper) for his com-
mendation of the efforts put forward by .
my collecague the Minister of the Interior:
OMr, Sifton). The Minister of the Interior,:
at great inconvenience to himself, proceed-.
ed at once to the ground to find out what
was the best means and the shortest route
to obtain immediate access to these gold-
producing regions, and he eame to thecon-:
clusion. which I am glad to say is shared
by my hen. friend (Sir Charles Tupper).
viz., that a line of railway from the waters
of the Stikine River to Teslin Lake would
be the most expeditious route, I have seen
it stated somewhere that the route should .
proceed from the interior. T do not say that
this would nnt be a good idea if we were
calculating only what should be the ulti-|
mate route to be selected. But I do not|
give this present route from the waters of
the Pacific to the waters of Teslin Lake and:
and the Yukon River as a finality. It is!
simply a route for immediate communiea-
tion. and it is intended to provide food and:
supplies next winter for the thousands of
men who will be in that region. That is.
the object. and the only object we had in .
view. It was not to establish a perpetual;
permanent route for a communication.
which might be more in accordance with:
the interests of the country—that has to:
come later. At the present time the only:
thing we had in view was that the thou-,
sands of men who should go into that coun-:
try the coming summeor would not be ex-
posed to starvation next winter, and that.
there should be an easy and speedy mode’
of communication to reach that far-distant,
land. ,

I shall not now discuss the contract:
which we made, for it is not opportune at.
the present moment to enter into such a dis-:
cussion. Let me say further. that one of |
the characteristics. and one of the most im-;
portant objects of the contract which we!
made, is not only to have a railway com-:
munication completed on the first of Sep- |
tember, but to have a sleigh road opened
by the first of March. That is one of the
great objects we wished to accomplish. I
shaill imitate on this point the action of my:
hon. friend (Sir Charles Tupper). and I shall
not discuss the subject further, because as
1 stated this afternoon, the discussion shall |
commence not later than Tuesday next.

. Now. Mr. Speaker. T am glad to say that

there is one point. if only one, in which 1
am able to agree with my hon. friend" (Sir
Charles Tupper), though he spoke some five
or six hours. I agree with him, and most

Sir WILFRID LAURIER.

L was

cordially join him in the flattering and well-
merited compliments which he paid to the

mover and seconder of this Address. My
hon. friend from Toronto (Mr. Bertram)

was preceded here by his fame as an ora-
tor, aud he has shown us to-day that he can
discuss all the questions which affect this
country oi ours, as intelligently as any old

parliamentarian could. My hon. friend
from Temisconata (Mr. Gauvreau) has

shown us, fromn the literary speech he has
delivered, that we can expect a great deal
from him. ‘

"My houn. friend from Temiscouata (Mr.
Gauvrean) dilated eloquently upon the les-

" sons to be derived from the Jubilee celebra-

tion. ‘ : ‘

The Jubile2 celebration was remarkable
chiefly for two distinet and characteristic
features. In the first place, it was above

call things a tribute of devotion and per-

sonal attachment to the Sovereign, to the
noble woman who during the course of a
long life in the most exalted station has
ever displayed those qualities which grace
her sex, zentleness and generosity, and who
at the same time has shown that she was
possessed of those sterner attributes which
made her the model of sovereigns, as she
already the model of women., and
which have so much endeared her to so
many millions of subjects. Of all the touch-
ing scenes which were witnessed on Jubilee
Day. none was more touching than the
singularly warm. singularly sincere expres-
sions of devotion, of love. and of affection,
which spontaneously went forth to Her
Majesty from her subjects in the poorer
quarters of the great metropolis,

From another point of view, the Jubilee
celebration was as suggestive as it was im-
pressive. It was a revelation of the won-
derful development which has been attain-

ied by the British Empire. a revelaticn of
“its strength. of its extension, of its cohe-

sion. Those who saw the Jubilee procession
from Buckingham Palace to the Cathedral
of St. Pauls. could not but have their
minds carried back to the ancient days of
Rome, to thosa famous pageants where the
victorious general ascended the Via Sacra
in a blaze of glory and trinmph. It was a
trinmph indeed. was that procession from
Buckingham Palace to the Cathedral of St.
Pauls ; but it was a triumph, how differ-
ent, how widely different. from the tri-
umphs of ancient Rome. Here was not a
warrior coming after a campaign, laden
with the gory spoils of many provinces, or
many Kkingdoms. or with thousands of
slaves and prisoners fettered to his chariot
-~the triumphant in this case was a woman,
a woman no longer in the flower of youth.
but already marked by the hand of time.
and in her cortege were the men of many
lands and of many religions—men from the
black races of Africa, men from the yellow
races of Asia, men from the mixed races of
the West Indies; Christians. Mahomme-
dans. Buddhists—but free men all. Free
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men all, some of them wearing the uniform
of the British army and proudly marching

to the strain of England’s martial airs. And

when in front of the noble temple, under
the canopy of Heaven, the vast throng re-

God for the aged Sovereign and her vast
dominions, a thrill passed over every one

present. and each felt in his heart the con-:.

viction that, as the Roman Empire had
been built up by force and violence. so it
had been destroyed by force aund violence :
but that the British Empire lived. and
could live ever, upon the eternal laws of
freedom and justice.

And as it is for the British Empire as a
whole. so it is for every componant part of
that Empire. That is the inspiration which
shall ever guide us in the discharge of the
duty which the Canadian people have en-
trusted to our care, and it is with this re-
solve that we. on this day. meet the Com-
mons of Canada. ‘

Mr. MACLEAN. Mr. Speaker, I think I
owe it to myself and the newspaper with

the Government’s Yukon policy, Sir Charles
said : ‘1 notice with very great pleasure the
announzement that the Government have
promptly provided for the maintenance of an all
Canadian route to that great gold mining centre,

verently invoked the blessing of Almighty | [oWards which the eyes of the world are now

strongly directed. I have no doubt that the mea-
sures that they have taken to secure the prompt
construction of a sled road between the Stikine
River and Teslin Lake, to be made into a good
trail as soon, as the snow disappears, and foi-
lowed by the construction of a railway to be
opened by September next, will meet with the
approval of Parliament. I regard these mea-
sures of incalculable value to Canada, and shall
be only too glad to give the Government the
best support in my power on a question of such
vital importance at this moment.”

:Then the hon. gentleman got on a car and

‘came to Ottawa.

some reference to the statements made here

to-night by the hon. leader of the Opposi-
tion. That hon. gentleman has referred to
slanderous statements. 1 can only say this,
that we have had on the floor of this House
to-nigit., in connection with the Governor
General, something that is slanderous, some-
thing that is disereditable to the hon. gen-
tleman who vilified the Governor General
as he did to-night. This is not the first
ececasion on which that hon. gentleman has
been criticised by newspapers. If I can
gather anything from his speech to-night. he
is saying something against the “ World”

end in favour of a newspaper which dubbed !

him “a&a political cracksman.” Now, if the:

to blame.
the day when the * Globe” newspaper an-

rounced the terms of this Yukon deal, the;

hon. gentleman found himself in Montreal:

early on that day. He went into the
“ Witress ” office and asked to be inter-
viewed. and on that oceasion he made this
statement,

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Mr. Speaker,
I wish to tell the hon. gentleman that 1
ngver was in the *“ Witness” office in my
life. )

~ Mr. MACLEAN. It is the *“Gagzette”
I intended to aliude to. The hon. gentle-
man went into the office of that paper to be
interviewed, and was interviewed, and this
statement was published in the “ Gazette”
~of the following morninz and also in the
“ World.” It is dated, Montreal “ Gazette,”
Friday, January 28, and it says:

Sir Charles Tupper left for Ottawa yesterday
(Thursday) afternoon. Before returning to the
capital he granted an interview to a * Gazette

_representative. Questioned with reference to

Here, the same night he
sent fcr the reporter of the Toronto “Mail”
and gave out an interview with himself.
showing an energy that is more than sur-
prising in order to get his views before the
public and his approval of the deal. and in
the ‘“ Mail ” of the following morning there

i was this announcement :
which I am connected that I shouid make:

Ottawa, Jan. 27.—(Special.)—{Thursday.] Sir
Charles Tupper was asked by your correspondent
to state his views regarding the Yukon Railway.
As to the arrangement made with Messrs.
Mackenzie & Mann, Sir Charles Tupper said
that they were men who had the capital, re-
sources and energy to carry it out. They were
probably the only men in Canada who could put
the undertaking through in the time that it was
specified. Sir Charles gave the Government
credit for acting with such vigour as it had
shown, and asserts that the opening of the Cana-
dian route strongly urged by him upon both
governments interested is the proper course to
pursue.

On I'riday morning that interview did not
appear in the * Citizen” of Ottawa, but in-

hon. centleman has been misunderstood in' Stead of it there appeared this rather omi-
regard to this question, he has only himself :

On Thursday of last week, on:deal:

rous sentence in an article on the Yukon

And then, think of the tremendous influence a
corporation thus richly endowed will be able to
avield in the lobby. There may be found sup-
porters of the deal in unexpecied quarters. The
Government itself has priceless favours at its
disposal in the administration of the Yukon gold
fields. ‘

The hon. gentleman in making that state-
mnent, which he did in several interviews, as
leader of the Opposition, to my mind com-
mitted a serious blunder. If the Opposition
have a case against the Government’s policy
in regard to the Yukon, it is because first
of all they made that contract without
consulting Parliament. That is our conten-
tion, and I hope it is a sound one. But
there is another contention which I will argue
as being at the basis of parliamentary gov-
ernment in this country, and it is this, that
not only is a government bound to consult
Parliament, especially within six days of -
the meeting of Parliament, but the leader
of an Opposition is bound also to consult
his followers, and not te commit them to a -
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pclicy upon which they have not been con-| regret was that the bargain was not more
sulted. We have already had an exampie ] speedily entered into, because a great deal of
of this in this country, and the reason the useless expenditure has no doubt been involved
Conservative party sit on this side of the | PY the delay.

House is because the Comnservative leaders | Has the hon. gentleman only one regret
undertook to “ jolly ” their party into ac-|pow in connection with that contract ?
cepting a measure without consulting their| I hope he will have a great many, and
friends in the House, as they were in duty|that he will present them to this House.
bound to do. I stand here to maintain | The *‘Globe” then goes on to quote the
that principle. The leader of the Opposi-|‘ Herald” as follows :— :

tion should have called his followers to- . :
o et ‘ . Col. Tisdale, another member of the late Con-
get,he}' before committing them on this servative Administration, who happened to be in
question, and most of all he should have| Montreal was also interviewed. He said: ** It was
awaited the announcement of the full policy; | necessary to place the work in the hands of reli-
he should have held back ; he should have ' able and energetic men, and the Government had
suspected something wrong on the part of | certainly succeeded in doing this. In the matter
hon. gentlemen opposite rather than to have of time, he thinks the Government was fully jus-
run in and approved of what he is not now | tivﬁeq in acting promptly and in not waiting for
quite sure he will approve of when it comes | P?r}éaglenttaff’ et ,Delay was to have been

before the House. Now, what happened in  *' o oo @ |azarcs. o
Montreal ? Why. on Friday night, the; And Col. Tisdale seems to have the idea
“ Herald,” the organ of hon. gentlemen op- ’ that tl}ere‘ were not other * reliable and
posite, quoted Sir Charles’s statement, which A energetic men” to do the work. Where is
my hon. friend, the member for Glengarry ?

appeared in the Montreal * Gazette’ of i ]
that morning, and proceeded to use it to| Does he say that there is only one firm in
this country which can do this work—that

bolster up the case of the Government. ! .
‘no one but Mann & Mackenzie can do it ?

Their case apparently required a great deal: |
pD d = Why. Mr. Speaker, there are scores of

of bolstering. The Toroute * Globe” took ‘
up five columns on the first day to bulster up | contracting firms in Canada who can do
this deal, and the Minister of Marine and, that work just as well and who would do

' TFisheries, I think, took great care thati no,it much cheaper. I protest against the
person should get information of this deal | hon. leader of the Opposition (Sir Charles
except the *“ Globe” newspaper. Tum;c;]r)tta:k;ng advgntage Olfdh(lls pcilsmon to

The MINISTER .OF MARINE AND ls)?crausg hgrltguggg(eiveﬁ; Ol}lalf tgetc:sgv f]f:l:t
FISHERIES (Sir Louis Davies). Nonsense.' wil] be urged against the contract when it

Mr. MACLEAN. The “ Herald’s " article : comes up in the House.

of Friday night was quoted later on by the: On the same Saturday “ La Patrie.” the
** Globe,” and what does it say: organ of the hon. Minister of Public Works

 (Mr, Tarte) took occasion to reply to what
No one will appreciate better than Sir Charles: * Lia Presse ” had stated on Thursday even-

Tupper the hsupre?e impcrt‘aincefand :givanﬁgg;‘ ing. “La Presse,” said “La Patrie” is

which attach to the unusual safeguards whic 7in ) : R

the Government have obtained as a result of the E;lig,i; 0 destroy the right hop. Slr Wilfrid

" caution apnd firmness with which they have '
moved. : Some hon. MEMBERS. En Francais.

Now, the hon. gentleman seems se anxious|  py, MACLEAN. The word used is
to approve of this project—I hope he is; . gotruire.” and 1 suppose, according to the
going to condemn it later on—that he sup-|yney, gentlemen, the prorer translation of
plied the Montreal “ Herald” with all the . getruire” is to knife. “ La Patrie ” went
ammunition it required. There was a lot op to say : .
more in the * Herald ” that night. It had ‘ '

“an interview with Col. Tisdale approving of - La Presse ” objectd to the Yukon proposal

- : se interviews apd ! at the very moment when Sir Charles Tupper,
the transaction, and the the ‘Conservetive chieftain, had proclaimed that

the editorials based on them were quoted . , i
' : , . this contract would be of incalculable benefit to
by the “ ‘Gmbfe ” of Monday, as folloWs :—~ | Gapada and that he would be only too happy in

The Montreal ** Herald  has been interviewing helping the Government in this measure.
public men on the Government’s Yukon Railway | Does the hon. leader of the @pposition mean
project. Sir Charles "Tupper was among those | to say that the monopoly clauses in that con-
who gave his views. He had no doubt the mea- | tract, are of vital importance to this coun- -
sures iaken would meet with the approval of| {ry, and that he will do all in his power

e v ot 1o PP

Parliament- ‘ . , | to endorse hoth of those transactions ?
I have some doubt whether they will meet| Will he stard up. to-day and say, as he
‘with the approval of Parliament. says in his interviews, that he endorses that

‘ ‘ land grab and that monopoly ?

1 regard these measures,” he said, “as of| Thep, on Saturday “ La Patrie” felt iu

-1 res A ¢ , , sti-
incalculable value to Canada, and shall be oniy | foq jn publishing the following edigorial

‘ 1ad to give the Government the best sup- {
;%‘:‘tgin my giower on a question of such vital | from which I quote for the benefit of the

importance at this moment.” Sir Charles’s only , House: -
~ Mr. MACLEAN.




97

[FEBRUARY 4, 1898]

98

The sagacity and the energy of our friends In
Ottawa in this msdtter have been recognized by
Sir Charles Tupper himself—

The great leader himself recognized this—

—and by the Hon. Mr Tisdale and by other
Conservative chiefs.

The * Globe” has been getting its whole
defence of this deal from quotations from
what the hon. leader of the Opposition has
said in its favour, and on January 29th it
said :

The general tone of the press—
Which I deny—

—including Liberal-Conservative and Indepen-
dent, is favourable to the Government plan for an .
all-Canadian route to the Yukon district. The!
‘* Mail and Empire’’ says the route is that fav-:
oured by Sir Charles, and in an interview pub-|
lished in the Montreal °‘* Gazette,”” Sir Charles !

gives his unqualified approval of the scheme. |
On behalf of the Conservative press of On-!

Mr. MACLEAN. The hon. gentleman will
not deny that when the hon. leader of the
Opposition was seeking in every way pos-
sible to commend this contract, the writer
of this article signed “Onlooker” was
busily arraigning the Government for this
Yukon deal, and I can only tell the ex-
Finance Minister that this article is the
clearest and straightest indictment of the
Government that I have yet read in con-
nection with this transaction.

Mr. FOSTER. That is good for “On-
looker.”

Mr. MACLEAN. And i. is to his credit,
and I direct the attention of the leader of
the Opposition to this article and the
charges which it contains against the Gov-
ernment, and I would ask him to say whe-
ther he was faithful to his duty and to his
party—and be, as leader, has a duty to his
party as well as we as iare privates—in
rushing headlong to approve of a transac-

tario—and I think I know them, and I be-: tion which is condemned, in the article to
lieve they respect me—I desire to say that . which I refer. However, I do not propose to
they are opposed to that deal, that they are' read it to-night, because a great many have
opposed to the monopoly clauses and abqve; secen it but there is one phrase in it which
all opposed to the principle of not putting: the writer, describing the Toronto * Globe,”
up that great contract to tender. But what: appeared to be describing a politician well
occu:ved in this ecity of Ottawa ? The I known in this country :

* Citizen” of Friday last bad the paragraph |

I have already quoted; but on Saturday
morning, instead of using the interviews:
given to the **Maijl” it published this ar-
ticle signed by * Onlooker,” and the writer
of which, I believe, is not very far away
from the hon. gentleman.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Name.
Mr. MACLEAN. Al T can say is that

Alas, the Toronto ‘ Globe’’ has descended to
be a prospectus writer to every doubiful Gov-
ernment proposal, the advance agent as it were
with its posters—flaring and grandiloquent—for
each succeeding scheme of wasteful expenditure
and monopoly.

And all this occurred at the very moment
when the Conservatives of Ontario were in-
terested, more than at any other time, in

the ex-Minister of 'irance was met on the | What I have called before to-day the trans-
streets of Ottawa by a friend of his—at | portation problem. 1If there is one thing
least so I am told—who went up to him and | Which struck the Conservatives of Ontario
congratulated him on the excellent article, | more than another, it was the indecent way
and the hon. gentleman was so pleased with : il which at the close of the last session of

the compliment that he did not deny the
authorship.

Mr. FOSTER. If the hon. gentleman
would allow me one moment, I desire to say
that there is net a word of truth in that
from beginning to end.

Mr. MACLEAN. Does the hon. gentie-
man say that it was not his article ?

Mr. FOSTER. The hon. gentleman may
be very smart. I was not referring to the
article, but to his statement.

Mr. MACLEAN. 1 gave the statement on
hearsay. But I now give him the fact that
he was the writer “Onlooker” of that
article, and now give him the opportunity
of denying it.

Mr. FOSTER. My hon. friend is a journ-
alist, and he knows that as such he is not
doing a manly thing in trying to get a secret
which is a secret of the editor and the
writer alone.

4

RHEVISED

the Ontario legisiature, two subsidies were
rushed through, which, we have now found
out, were for the benefit of the same people
who control the Yukon Railway. The Con-
servatives of Ontario were discouraged ;
they saw some connection between the sub-
sidies voted at Toronto and the Yukon deal
at Ottawa, and looking forward to the elec-
tions about to come off in our province,
they expected the Opposition at Ottawa to
expose the iniquity of all these deals. In-

‘stead of that, however, they found the Con-

servative leader of the Opposition rushing
forward in the most anxious way to ap-
prove of the policy of his opponents. This
grab at Toronto is in the interests of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, as is also this
Yukon monopoly, and the Conservatives in
Ontario and elsewhere in Canada are get-
ting tired of finding their party and espe-
cially their leader approving all these pro-
Jects for the agrandisement of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, -Introduced in this House
by hon. gentlemen opposite. :

HDITION.
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Last session many Conservatives were
very sore at the fact that the Crow's Nest

Raillway job—I' call it a job—had the un-;

qualified endorsement of the leader of the
‘Opposition. We who were here wished to
oppose that project; we thought the hon.

gentleman would see his way to oppose !

that project. But an effort was made to
make of us a registering machine for the
decrees of hon. gentlemen opposite. I do

not wish to be put any longer in that posi- |
' be stirred, and sometimes they have to

tion. When the Crow’'s Nest Pass was up,
the leader of the Opposition closed his
speech then in these words :

I do not intend to detain the committee in |

listening to my very voice further than to say
that I regard the measure now submitted to the
committee as of such great importance that I
am not disposed to deal with it too critically,
nor have I the means at my disposal to do so.
I can only say that if this is the best proposal
that can be submitted to secure the prompt
construction of the road, I for one am prepared
to give it my humble support. ‘

Wiien is this perpetual support to these
Canadian Pucific Railway deals to end, es-
pecially when they are proposed by hon.
gentlemen opposite aund supported by our
friends on this side of the House ? We
have got to decide on some settied policy
in regard to these matters on this side of
the House. )

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr. MACLEAN. Yes, and the first plank
of that policy will be to trust Parliament
and to give every contractor in this coun-
try a fair opportunity to tender for Govern-
ment work. The people in Ontario are alto-

gether in favour of a change in regard to!

the policy of the Orposition on railway
matters..
We propose—at least some of us propose—
to educate the people in regard to these
railway questions. We are trying to intro-
duce something that is progressive and in
the interest of the people, and not in the
interest of the great Canadian Pacific mo-

nopoly. We propose to condemn such un-

constitutional prépositions as the one now
before the House. If it had not been for
such papers as' the Toronto ‘‘World,”
which had the courage to speak out, which
had the courage to check the hon. gentle-

man, the Conservative press of this country

‘would have been silenced in connection
with this deal. Indeed, an effort was made
to silence the Conservative press, an effort

ras made to drag them into this deal, but
thank God. there is not to-day a Conserva-
#ive paper in Canada that appreves of the
deal, and there is not a Conservative paper
in Canada that approves of the con-
duct of the hon. gentleman in rushing
forward to sanciion this project, or his con-
duct in going about the country to give it
his approval, as he did in Montreal, and
especially when his own friends, like the
writer of that article signed * Onlooker,”
when newspapers all over the country were

Mr MACLEAN. :

We have got something at stake. |

getting ready to denounce this most iniqui-
tous proposal, as I consider it to be. Now,
Mr. Speaker, it is a matter of some pain to
me to make an explanation of this kind. It
requires some courage in a member of this
House or in a newspaper to state frankly
and boldly what he or it thinks. The
“World” may not have said what it de-
sired to say in a way that would please the
hon, gentleman. Newspapers have got to
act quickly sometimes ; public opinion must

say things that they cannot directly prove.
But if the hon. gentleman has any com-
plaint to make. he must blame it on him-
self, and especially must he blame himself
when he finds the Toionto ‘ Globe” pub-
lishing a cartoon which shows the leader of
the Government on one side and the hon.
gentleman on the other, sanctioning the
Government’s policy. He should not blame
the “ World " newspaiper for what has hap-
pened : he should blame his own indiscre-
tion, and most of all he has himself to
blame for not trusting his party. for not
consulting his party before he endeavoured
to commit them to a policy that is against
the publie interests of Canada. which is
against constitutional practice, and which,
if continued, will end in olacing this coun-
try in the power of the monopoly of the Can-
adian Pacific Railway, the greatest, the
strongest, and most dangerous monopoly in
this country to-day. :

Mr. FOSTER moved the adjournment of
the debate. ‘

Motion agreed to. and debate adjourned.

The PRIME MINISTER moved the ad-
journment of the House, ‘

Motion agreed to, and the Hduse ‘ad-
journed at 12.05 a.m. (Saturday).

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Monpay, 7th February, 1898.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

Prayurs,
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) moved ‘

That the Order .for the consideration of the
motion for an Address to His Excellency the
Governor General in reply to his Speech at the
orening of the session have precedence over all
other business except introduction of Bilis. ‘

Motion agreed to. ‘



101 [FEBRUARY 7, 1898] 102
GALLICIAN SETTLERS. 'in a position to make such a statement at
a very early date.
Mr. DAVIN. Before the Orders of the

Day are called, 1 should like to bring to the |

attention of the Minister of the Interior a

report that appears in *“ Le Manitoba ™ of |

2nd February, from the Rev. R. P. Page, who
arrived the day béfore in Winnipeg from his
mission among the Gallicians established in
the neighbourhood of Yorkton. He reports
that they are in a state of the greatest des-
titution and are  without the necessaries of
life. The report is in French, but I cau
summarize
gives the idea that these peowple are in a
state of want.
of the Minister of the Interior has been

called to this, and I should like to know!

from the Minister whether the report, which

is verv serious, as to the condition of these |

people is well-founded, and if so, what steps
have been taken by the Government.

The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR|

(Mr. Sifton). The Immigration Commis.
sioner at Winnipeg has full instructions
from me to take such measures as may be

necessary to prevent any  destitution
amongst these people. An officer of the

department is stationed at Yorkton Who is
especially aecquainted with every family

among the Galliciaas settled there, and he

has the matter under his personal supervi-
sion. I think it quite impossible that the
report which the hon. gentleman (Mr. Davin)
refers to, can be correct. but I will take im-
mediate steps to have inquiry made.

LIEUTENANT-GGVERNOR OF NORTH-
1 WEST TERRITORIES. :

Mr. DAVIN., I should like to ask the
Prime Minister, whether the rumour which
is now widespread, that the hon. member
for North Wellington (Mr. McMuilen) has
been promised the appointment of Lieuten-
ant-Governor of the North-west Territories,
is correct ?

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier). The rwnour to which my hon.
friend (Mr. Davin) alludes cannot be wide-
spread, because it never reached me.

UNITED STATES CUSTOMS REGULA-
TIONS AT SKAGWAY AND DYEA.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Before the

‘Orders of the Day are called, I would like

to ask my right hon. friend the Prime Min-
ister.whetlher he is in a position to make any
communication to the House in regard to
the question of the customs arrangements
in force at Skagway and Dyea ? The right

hon. gentleman said he. would give us the|

informatio1 as early as he poss‘ibly could.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wiifrid
Laurier). I am not in a position to give
the information to-day, but I affirm what

T stated the other day, that we expect to be

43

it by saying that Mr. Page|

He says that the attention |

THE CANADIAN YUKON RAILWAY
CONTRACT.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 would like

{to ask whaether my right hon. friend (Sir

Wilfrid Laurier) expects to lay on the Table
of the House to-morrow, the Mann-Mac-
kenzie contract for the construction of the
railway ? I

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
' Laurier). Yes.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. In connection
with that subject it would be very interest-
ing if we could have an estimate ; if only
a probable estimate, but the most correect
estimate that can be given, of the amount
of gold that has been taken out of the
Canadian Yukon country, and as far as may
be possible, what proportion of that has
been taken out by Canadians, and by per-
'sons from other countries. ‘

The PRIME MINISTER. I am not sure
‘tp what extent we can supply the informa-
tion just now asked by my hon. friend, but
I am sure that the Minister of the Interior
(Mr. Sifton) will do all in his power to give
every possible information on that subject.

THE UNITED STATES RELIEF EXPE-
DITION TO THE YUKON.

Mr. FOSTER. Before the Orders of the
Day are called, I woull like to ask the
Minister of the Interior, or the First Minis-
ter, whether he can give any information
to the House as to whether the TUnited
States Relief Expedition has started into
‘the} interior of the coantry; if so, from what
point, and if any United States troops are
Ep accompany it beyond the Canadian fron-
ier, ' :

_The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR
(Mr. Sifton). The information in my pos-
session is to the effect that the United States
relief expedition was to sail from some
American port for Skagway on or about the
first. of February. Since then I have re-
ceived no information. The question of the
gecompanying of this expadition by United
States troops has been a subject of com-
munication between the Government at
Washington and the Government here.

United States troops under arms will net

accompany the expedition over Canadian
territory. ‘The qu-stion of whather United
States troops not undar arms shall be sl-
lowed to be sent over Canadian territory,
for the purposz of more expeditiously reach-
ing American territory on the other side of
the 141st meridian, Is now under considera-
tion and mnegotiation between the two Gov-

ernments. ‘
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ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCY’'S SPEECH.

The House resumed the adjourned debate
on the proposed motion of Mr. Bertram for
an Address to His Iixcelleucy the Governor
General in reply to his Speech at the open-
ing of the session.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr, Speaker, in some re-
spects the position assumed by the First
Minister on I'riday last is uniQue in the
history of this Parliament. I suppose not
the most cynical Grit sitting opposite to me
would arise in his place and deny that it is
of the utmost importance that a public man
who leads a great party in this country,
whose record extends through many years
of opposition tc 2 Government whose policy
he did not approve of, and who had made
public and repeated pledges to the elector-
ate at various times and in various places
—that it i, I say, of the utmost importance
that a public man under these circumstan-
ces sheuld honestly and thoroughly keep
his pledges. and when ke came to power, if
to power he came, by virtae of the suffra-
-ges of the electors, that he should, as the
leader of a Gov:rnment and entrastad with
power to carry out the policy which he had
previously advoeated, at least keep faith
with the electorata and carry out those
policiles which he had deliberately and
repeatedly promised from time to time
when he was seeking the suffragzes of the
pecple. If that be true—and I think both
gides of this House will agres in maintain-
ing it—the leader of the Government, now
that he has be2n a year and a half in
power, and able 10 emhody his policy in the
active work of administration and in public
enactment, must have expected to be called
upon to listen to a criticism of that eighteen
months, and must have felt that it was his
duty to have answered the chief points in
that criticism. But, Sir, instead of that,
the hon. gentleman seems to have been sur-
prised—mere than that. to hav: be>n some-
what galled. He seems to have felt that it
was almost treasonable that my friend the
leader of the Opoosition should- have pre-
tended to call him to account for his one
and a half years of stewardship—should
have placed before him the pledges he had
made, and pointed out their non-fulfilment,
and urged with force and strength and logic
the position of thc Government as agains
that - of the Opposition in this respect.
But, Sir, my hon. friend, as I said, appears
-to have beea surprised that such should
‘have heen even thought of : and it did
seem to me, whan he arose and accused my
‘hon. friend of being in an anzry and dis-
appointed mood. that he hiinseif offered to
tais House a spectacle of almost childish
“anger in the position he took with reference
to. the criticism that had been made. The
' hon. - gentleman must not allow the adula-
tions and houours which have bheen his

Mr. SIFTON. '

meed for some eighteen months now, to
lead him to suppose that he is above criti-
cism, or that, when he takes his place in
this House, he is not to stand on a level
with every other representative man, and
give reasons for his actions, and reply to
chirges which are made against him. If
he does have that idea, sthe sooner he di-
vests himself of it the better. Now, Sir,
what did the hon. gentleman give as a re-
ply to the able and exhaustive, and I am
bound to say, the temperate arraignment
by my hon. friend the leader of the Oppo-
sition of his policy during the last eighteen
n:onths as compared with the pledgcs of
seventeen y2ars ? He comm :nced by show-
ing his anger, and by administering what
he supposed was a severe, but what seemed
to me to be a some what childish castiga-
tion to my hon. friend. He thien went on to
boast of many things that had been done,
without thinking it worth while to prove
oue of th>m. He made a meagre and some-
what unfortunate statement as to the pro-
posed Yukon deal. That. he declared, was
after all but a temporary measure, intended
to get in supplies for next winter. He gave
a confused and altogether inadequate ex-
planation of the position he took in Great
Britain with reference to preferential trade,
on which point he was most strongly ar-
raigned by my hon. friend, and will be held
to account in this country from one end
of it to the other.

And then, like a good generai—no, Sir, but
like a man who aspires to be a general,
and has never stuflied the true tactics and
science of war, he seeks by a display of
rockets and fireworks to divert the atten-
tion of his own followers, at least, from
the paucity and meagreness of the reply
which he has made to the criticisms passed
upon him. It is just as if he had a guest
who came to him in the morning, stayed
with him all day, and got neither dinner
nor suppper, but whom, late at night, the
hon. gentleman took to the door of his
hospitable home, put a Roman candle in
his hand, touch it off, and as his guest
of the day saw it splutter and explode and
watched the green and blue lights far off
in the heaven, said to him: Au revoir,
monsieur, you must now consider you have
had an excellent dinner and a good sub-
stantial supper, and I wish you a pleasant
night’s sleep. Well, that is all the right

it | hon. gentleman's followers got from him.

Are the hon. gentlemen who sit beside my
right hon. friend satisfied with that answer
of their leader ?

 An hon. MEMBER. Yes.

Mr. FOSTER. One man—one man out
of the whole following fis satisfled, and
he a Minister of the Crown. Well, Sir,
if the party opposite is satisfied with that
answer of -the leader, the Opposition on this
side can afford to be thoréughly satisfied,

But 1 propose, even though I have to
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travel over some of the grounds traversed
by my right hon. friend (Sir Charles Tup-
per)—and he went over the ground very
fully—to make sowme points, even on the
same line, as strongly as I can, in the faint
hope that possibly some one of my right
hon. friend’s colleagues, seeing tbe utter in-
sufficiency of the reply of their leader, may
essay to do something worthy of the oc-
casion. Now, with reference to the Speech
from the Throne, upon which this debate is
proceeding, we may sum up the first part
of it as being an assertion with regard
to the political importance, the material
progress and the good credit that Canada
enjoys to-day. Well, that political import-
ance and that material progress and that
good credit, whatever it may be, gentle-
men on this side most heartily appreciate
and are thankful for. But to say that
certain things exist is one thing, and to
say that they exist hecause the party ovn-
posite is in power and because my right
hon. friend leads that party, is quite an-
other thing. Who made it possible that
Canada shonld have this distinguished poli-
tical importance which she enjoys in the
British world to-day, this material pro-
gress and this good credit ? I think all
will agreec with .me that three conditions
are necessary, and these do not spring up
in a day or grow up in a night. These
are stable political conditions, good traus-
port facilities, and a varied indus-
irial development. These

—not of the mushroom type which spring up
in a single night—and we have to clearly
ard honestly see the difference between the
existence of the fact itself and the attri-
buting that existence to certain causes. My
hon. friend may boast of these three at-
tributes which Canada possesses, and in
boasting of them do honour to himself and
bis country. but when he seeks to make it

apparent that these are in any way the:

results of the action and policy of his
Governwent, then he makes a claim which
we are perfectly justified in discussing.
Stable political conditions are necessary,
every one will admit. But what would
have heen the political condition of the
Dominion if a certain agitation, begun in
a certain portion of the Dominion, carried
on by a certain gentleman who to-day oc-
cupies the position of Finance Minister (Mr.
Fielding) had been successfyl ? We can-
not forget—it was not more than fourteen
~ years ago--when a gentleman by the name
of Fielding. a resident at that time in the
province of Nova Scotia, entered upon a
propaganda which had for its pirpose the
taking of Nova Scotia. and If possible New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island out
from this confederation and the. formation
of a union amongst themselves of these pro-
vinces. It is fortunate for us that the
good sense and lonz-headedness of the peo-
ple of New Brunswick and Prince Edward

thiee condi-.
ilons are of steady, solid and long growth

Island did not allow them to go the length
of even sympathizing with the views of the
hon. gentleman, and it speaks well for that
caution of the hon. gentleman, which is,
perhaps, t0 a large extent, his best charac-
teristic, that when he saw it was hardly
possible to accomplish his purpose, he let the
agitation die out and it has never been
heard from since.

But if Mr. Ivielding, the Finance Minis-
ter of to-day, had been able to work out
his sweet will, this Dominion would not
be what it is to-day, and these stable con-
ditions, which contribute so much to our
political importance and good credit, would
not exist.

Memory takes me back also te the agi-
tation. not many years old, participated in
by my right hon. friend and his colleagues
to his left and his right, when the Liberal
party bowed before Mr. Erastus Wiman
and his commercial union scheme with
the United States. and which they carried
on with might and main, even after the de-
fection of their strongest man and old-time
leader (Mr. Blake). who charaeterized it as
likely to dissever the good relations which
heretofore existed between Canada and the
mother country and lead to intimate politi-
cal connection with the United States. The
good. hard common-sense of the electorate
of Canada balked the attempt. but if it
had not been balked, if these hon. gentle-
men opposite had been successful, where
would be now the stable conditions which
gives political importance and good credit
to Canada in the Jubilee year of Her Ma-
jesty ?

Sir, with reference to good transport fa-
cilities, who does not know that one of
the best indications of Canada'’s credit in
the old world is the quotations of Cana-
dian Pacific Railway stocks. 1t is almost,
if not really, as good as the quotations of
Canada’s Government securities, and why ?
The quotations of Canadian Pacific Rail-
way stocks is the barometer of the com-
mercial credit and expansion of this coun-
try, and they go up as monied men and
business men in commercial centres read
into them the progress and expansion of
the trade and tratfic of this country. Where
was the Liberal party, under the leader-
ship of my right hon. friend and his
predecessors, when the fate of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway was hanging in the
balance. waiting upon the vote of this
Parliament, when it was fighting for its

existence, and when the Dominion of Can-

ada felt through and through that as
fortune went on, that occasion, so would
the weal or the disaster of the coun-
try and of the whole Canadian people.

It had at that time assumed such an -
portance, was of such a nature. that if it
had failed, it would have been a faliure of
Cansda, and would have been so regarded
in the different countries of the world.
When the battle was fought for industrial



107

[COMMONS]

1G8

improvement in this couniry, the National
Policy was started in 1876, where were
hon. gentlemen opposite, who to-day talk of

the political importance, the material pro-

gress and of the good credit of ‘this coun-

try ? They were banded in complete and in -
utter opposition to both the principle and .
practice of protection. They foliowed the.
game course from that time, but were.
thwarted agsin, by the goed strong com-.
In

mon sense of the electors of Canada.
1887, their former leader bowed his head to
the ineviiable and counselled his party to
accept an established fact and make the

best of it, but was thrown over for giving

that advice, and the battle went on under
a new leader until—strange nemesis—in 1897
the new leader in the hour of victory turned

around and embraced that very principle.

and practice which for seventeen years his
party had denounced.
things which have made Canada a country

whose political importance, material pro-:
gress and credit are noteworthy through--

out the world and are regarded with pride
by every Canadian.
Another point that

tant hope held out that the burthens of this
country shall be decreased. How ? De-
creased, Sir, by reason of the good credit of

the country standing on the foundations.
which I have spoken of. We are told that:

the credit of this country will enable the

Finance Minister, when the present loans:

fall due bearing a comparatively high rate

of interest, to renew them with loans bear-:
So that the
present Grit doctrine with veference io.

ing a lower rate of interest.

lightening the burthens and reducing the
taxes of the people takes an entirely new
form ; it is to be measured by the de-

crease in the rate of interest that can be-

got when we come to renew our current
loans.
we are told that all pledges have been kept.
Who of us is there whose ears are not still

ringing with Grit denunciations of the Libe-
Who does not:
clearly remember their hot and streaming:
for the overburdened :
electors ? And what did they premise to.
do, these true knights of financial science .
who had bared their swords aud buckled:
on their armour and who were going inte':

ral-Conservative party ?

tears of sympathy

the contest to rescue the overburdenesd
electors and to release them fromm their
shackles of over-taxation and expeunditure ?
‘What was their doctrine then ? 'They cried
that the burdens of the people were mon-

strous and must be alleviated. How ? By
lessening taxation, by economy, by reduction .

Sir, these are the’

is taken up in the.
Speech from the Throne is a promise—no, .
not a promise, but a hope, a somewhat dis--

Oh, what a fall was there! And yet

?teen years. Ah, no, I must not forget that
i there is. another method. The valiant
iKnight of Denunciation of former yeare
spoke not long ago since in the city of To-
ronto. He had but littde hope for decreas-
ing expenditure then. He must have felt
that new light had dawned upon him, for I
doubt if ever before he had stood on a
platform when the staple article of his
speech was not a denunciation of the bur-
dens put upon the people and asseveration
of his desire and his intention to lessen them
by doing away with over-expenditure and
lessening the taxation. When he spoke at To-
ronto he had not even thought of this pa-
tent device of the Finance Minister to hold
out the hope of a little lightening of the bur-
“dens of the taxpayers in future years when
our current loans are renewed., which wiil
' be soon, but he was going to decrease the
burdens of the people by bringing in popula-
i tion. Last year he sympathized with some
gentleman on this side of the House belong-
ing to the maritime provinces and depiored
. the little increase in population as compared
‘with former times. But to-day, Sir, this
voung and lusty Knight intends to endeav-
our in every way he can individually and
coliectively with his party to increase the
population of the country and so lessen the
pzr capita burdens of each individual.

The next thing referred to in the Speech
is the reduction of duties, that is the tariff
measure which was introduced and carried
through this House last year and which pro-
duced, it is said. such a favourable impres-
‘sion in England. And the reference is not veil-
ed but open that one of the great merits of
that measure was that it produced a wonder-
ful feeling of sympathy in Great Britain.
Sir, 1 sbould think that this should be one
of the last things in the course of their
history as administrators of this country
that bon. gentlemen opposite would allude
to, for, if there is anything which was com-
menced under false pretenses, which was
based upon false grounds and which has led
in every case to humiliation, backdown und
disaster, it is that particular feature of the
tariff legislation which they carried through
the House last year. What are the facts
with regard to that so-called preferential
legislation.? In the first place these hon.
gentlemen legislated In the face of treaties
which were well known and which for
thirty years had been on the records of the
- Imperial Parliament and had been sanc-
- tioned by statutes of that Parliament. They
legislated in the face of despatches which,
-over and over again affirmed the scope and
- validity of those treaties and their bind-
ing character. They legislated in the face
of actual decisions worked out in the practl-

of expenditure and of the debt. But we have : cal business of customs administration. Can-

heard nothing of that within the last eigh- | ada had been in one or twe or more in-

teen months. ‘All that has passed away into | stances reminded of the existence of these

tbat-not-very far-off oblivion where lie buri- | treaties. and asked that she should adhere to

ed side by slde the many pledeges that the ! them in good faith, which Canada did do.

Grit party has made within the last seven- } They uttered their legal dicta, those gentle-
Mr. FOSTER. '
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men, some who were lawyers and some who
were not, with the greatest assurance that
they were right and that every one else
was wrong. Why, even the Minister of
Trade and Commerce (Sir Richard Cart-
wright), though disclaiming to be learned
in the law, thought that as a man of com-
mon sense he might venture his opinion,
and he did. His opinion was that as
these were not preferential in their nature,
that as they were wide open. so to spealk,
and forr the acceptance of all under condi-
tions which were specified, they did not
partake of the nature of discrimination,
and consequently they were not in violation
of those treaties, and would not so be held.
The hon. gentleman differed from some of
his colleagues as to this legislation. .On the
ore hand, many of his colleagues declared
then and have declared since that this was
preferential legislation, a preference for
Great Britain alone; but the Minister of
Trade and Commerce declared that it was
not preferential in essence, that it was not
meant for Great Britain alone, but was
open to the whole civilized world. He
|ayS :

But I say with respect to the offer we now
make, that it is not a preferential offer at all
in the true, legal sense of the word. That offer
is open to all the whole world. The Americans
may avail themselves of it, and so may the
Germans and the Belgians. The whole world are
welcome to avail themselves of it on the same
terms and the same conditions on which Eng-
land may take advantage of it.

And then in another part of his speech,:

he says:

If the Americans were willing to give us full
and fair reciprocal advantages, I would recom-
mend trading with them for the benefit of Can-
ada and the Empire, too ; and I think the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Foster) may find out before he is
many years older that very probably, although I
admit it is a little round-ahout way, this is not a
bad way to get it.

So thdat the Minister of Trade and Com-
nmerce had this idea, that it was not meant
for England primarily or particularly, but
that it was open to the whole world. and
that under its operations he expected to
ccmpass the round of the nations, taking
them in one by one, and amongst them.
and not the least, the United States of
America as well. But, Sir, the right hon,
gentieman who leads this Government gave
his legal opinion, too. Of course, the hon.
gentleman has been a long time engaged in
politics, and political strife is not very
consistent with the daily duties and
readings of a law office ; but such knowledge
a8 he had, and such legal iore as he
could summon, were brought to bear upon
this question, and when I asked him
across the floor of the  House if he would
tell the House before we were called upon
to vote whether :

.He considers that if this resolution passes and
becomes law he 18 bound to give the same treat-

ment to Belgium and Germany and other coun-
tries that have with Great Britain most-favoured-
vation treaty clauses ?

He said :

-If you want my answer now, I decidedly say
that it does not apply to either Belgium or Ger-
many.

But, Sir,.- the climax was reached when
my hon. friend the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries (Sir Louis Davies), as the legal
luminary and Ajax of the party. set his
gigantic legal intellect into evolution, and
forcibly—speaking in the physical sense—
made his points. one by one, to the dis-
comfiture of all opponents, and of the Law
Lords of Great Britaiu. He said:

I thereby submit that in the face of our cus-
toms autonomy, and in the absence of any such
restrictions as exist in the Australian Constitu-
tional Acts, and in virtue of the limitation on
the treaty-making powers of the Crown, and the
absence of Imperial and colonial legislation giv-
ing effect to these treaties, they do not apply to
Canada. * = . * T say that this reso-
lution neither discriminates nor differentiates,
it attaches no terms which are not common to
Great Britain and to all countries, and if Great
Britain’s fiscal system entitles her, as it does, to
the immediate benefits which are daily flowing
from the acceptance of our conditions, and if
Germany and Belgium do not get the same ad-
vantages now, it is not because of our legisla-
tion or our offer, but because of their own re-
fusal to covnp]y with the conditions which we
have put in our offer.

And when the hon. leader of the Oppoei-
tion ventured to say that there had been
some little legal argument made upon this
side of the House, my hon. friend rose

{ indignantly to reply :

He was supported in his position by the cther
Ministers, some of them, not altogether undis-
tinguished as lawyers in the locality from: which
they come.

Of course, not comparing with my hon.
friend, but then they were not altogether
undistinguished. But he said:

Can the hon. leader of the Opposition produce
the opinion of a prominent lawyer, or even of &
fledgling lawyer, endorsing the absurd and ridic-
ulous statement ? He, the leader of the great
Conservative party, is, I am proud to say, alone
in the position which he takes.

Well. Sir, this legnl Ajax of the Govern-
ment took himself, and his arguments,
and his title, and went to London. He ar-
cued the case forcibly and learnedly before
the Law Officers of the Crown. He urged
all that he had urged here, and I suppose
a great deal more. And, Sir, what was .
the result ? That after a little time
the answer came, and a tolerably distinct
answer it was. The Law Officers advised::._

That the Crown is bound by the German a.nd-
Belgian, treaties in respect of trade between.

these countries and Canada, that the obligation" '

in these treaties that the produce of Germany.
and Belgium shall not be subject to any higher
or other duties than those which may be im-
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posed upon similar articles of British origin, is
absajute and ungualified, and as the United King-
dom has been admitted to the benefit of the Can-

adian reciprocal tariff, Germany and Belgium are {

entitled to it also. * # ¢ The Law Off-
cars advise also that on the admission of Ger-
many and Belgium, the benefit of the reciprocal
tariff must be extended to all countries entitled
in Canada by treaty to most-favoured-nation
treatment in tariff matters. Notice was given
on the 30th of July to terminate the treaties, and
in the meantime effect should at once be given
in accordance with the undertaking given by
your Ministers to the Law Officers’ decision, tke
excess o! duties levied should be repaid on de-
mand. Despatch follows by malil. :

That is the answer, that is the humili-
ation, that is what I consider the disaster ;
because it can never add to the prowess and
standing of Canads when its Government
takes a position so adverse. 80 patently
adverse, to great treaties and enactments,
and finds afterwards that objections had
been fairly taken to it. A better way than

that might have been found, and I will!

point it out by-and-by. But nothing daunt-
ed the valiant knight. He came back,
wearing the laureis of his defeat with a

jaunty air, and was tendered a banquet at:

Charlottetown. He waxed elogquent while
speaking ; metaphors and similes crowded
into his brain, and he declgred :

The germ planted in 1892 has growr and fiour-
ished into a green bay tree, and to-day the
birds of the air, not only in this ccuntry, but in
the countries of FEurope, are
branches.

It seems to me that when I read Bible his-

tory in my school days—-
Some hon. MEMBERS. Obh, obh.
Mr. FOSTER. And the reckless jollity

with which some hon. mermbers meet this®
judging from them-
selves, they have little faith in my reading'!
it when 1 am grown up--it seems to wme:

remark shows that,

when I read Bible history, that a green bay
tree was something to which the wicked
were likened ;
out kunowing it, was most appropriate in
the simile which he used.

right hon. leader, because bhis leader de-

clared here on Friday that the first step was
taken in this matter when he was in Eng-i
laxd last year and when the treaties were:

denounced. Now, it appears thar his hew-

tenant declaced at Charlottetown that the!

geros had been planted in 1892, that it bad
grown for five years until it had come to be
this mighiy bay trce. Aund to what par-
pose was this mighty bay tree prostituted ?
The birds of the air, not only in this coun-
¥y, but in European countries, nestled in
t8 branches. Later on in his speech the
fon. gentleman, wegring stil], 1 say, with a
[aunty air, the laurels of defeat, said some-
‘hing Hke this:

With reference to the prefarential trade résolu~
fon, he had bheen appointed to argue the case

Mr. FOSTER.

lodged in fits

and my hon. friend, with-:

But my hon.
friend will have a quarrel soon with his.

before the Law Officers of the Crown. He would
1 not weary his hearers with a synopsis of the
I argument. Suffice to say that he had been suc-
cessful.

1 “ And now the unity of the Ewmpire is &
| proclaimed fact, ringing up and down the
-universe,” he added. My hon. friend has a
" disposition which I envy him. In success
" he can smile and be jubilant ; in the biiter
t hous of defeat he smiles equally and is
| equally jubilant, because he thinks he has
 been successful even when he has been de-
| feated.

! So much, then, with respect to the legal
' position of the matter. But, Sir, there is
. something which is more blameworthy than
i this. The hon. geatlemen opposite created
;a false impressiion at home, whichk means
' much, and abroad, which means more, with
' respect to this clause in their tariffi. The
| impression they created was that it eman-
ated from the desire largely dominant in
: the Canadian heart for exclusive trade rela-
tions with Great Britain and the British
Empire, and they heralded it abroad in
: Canada and in Great Britain, as being a
'measure which gave its advantages to
Great Britain, and te Great Britain alone.
. That was the impression which was sought
to be created in this eountry, and which
“hundreds of thousands of people believed to
be the true state of things until the whole
matter was sifted and explained. Tt was
“the impression it produced in Great Britain.
which ran into the Jubilee celebration andg
which lasted somewhat longer than the
celebration, but reached an ingloricus end
at lIast when at length the result of the in-
vestigation of the faets came 1o be known.
No less a person than Mr. Kendrick Mur-
ray, the secretary of the L.ondon Chamber
of Commerce, says that

The expectation of the f{raders has undoubtedly
been disappointed by the extension to practi-
cally all countries, except the United States, of
! what was previously supposed to be an exciu-
; sive British preference.

} Mr. Kendrick Murray simply echees the
rimpression maie everywhere and cultivated
sedulously in Great Britain, that this was a
- meed of benefit given solely to Great Bri-
'tain and her traders. T think. Sir, that it is
very unfortunat: when hon. geatlemen, be-
cause they cannot agree among themselves
as to & definition of their policy,~add two
"meapings to it and arrange to adopt either
of them by which they will be able at the
time to do the most good ; to argue that
! the elause is not preferential exclusively to
| Great Britain, when they have to meet men
in favour of wider commerce; that it is
exclusively for Great Britaln, when they
have to meet the sentiment that asks and
longg for the closest exclusive trade rela-
tions between Great Britain and all her
colonles. It is particularly unfortunate that
Great Britain should ever have the experi-
ence of finding out that a Canadian ‘Prime
| Minister and a Canadlan Government were
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so unfortunate in the expression of their
policy, to say the least, that they led the:
British people to believe they gave one |
thing when “in fact they were giving an-|
other and a very different thing. !

But what has been the effect of this.
course ¥ Hon. geantlemen opposite have:
béen shown to be all wrong in their action ;:
duties collected have had to be repaid, with ;
the attendant cosis ; the scope of the clause!
was larger than they had intended, and if:
one says in excuse: Well, when notice was
given by Great Britain that the treaties |
would be denounced, it was found by the de-
cision of the Law Officers of the Crown that:
until the denunciation became effective the
most-favoured nations’ goods had to be ad-
mitted under that clause, if any one as an.
apologist of the Ministry makes that argu- .
ment now, I ecite him the other fact, and .
that is, that under that clause the Minis-.
ters themselves have opened up the benefits ;
of it to nations and countries which have
ne most-favoured-nation treaties with us at:
all, and are entirely outside the pale. Hon.:
ganilemen opposite first denied that the!
effect of the vclause would go further than |
England. 'They were wrong. They then':
deried that it would go further than Bel-:
gium and Holland at all events. They were
wrong. They next denied that it would go:
further than the most-favoured treaty na--
tions. They were wrong. Japan and the:
Netherlands came and demanded entry for !
their goods under this clause, and they!
were accorded entrance., To-duy, as Mr.
Kendrick Murray states, there is not a great
country in the world whose commerce is:

worth much, outside the TUnited States,
which is not having the advantage of the!
same clause ; and yvet hon. gentlemen were
Jubilee heroes and took Jubilee honours:
which largely came to them on the faith:
they inculecated that Canada had in the
Jubilee year made a magnificent and ex-:
clusive gift to Great Britain out of good:
keart and geod will alone.

What have been the results of this ac-:
tion ? It was stated that it would make a
great change in the commercial trend, snd
that Great Britain’s trade with this coun-
try would increase under this preferential -
advantage of one-eighth first. and later of:
two-eighths or one-fourth. Has it? The:
Pacts have a right to speak, the facts must:
be heard ; and as the facts were against
hon! gentlemen in those other particulars I
have mentioned, the facts are equally:
against them in this respect. The truth is|
that the Imports from Great Britain
to this country have suddenly fallen:
under the one-eighth advantage which!
those bhon. gentlemen claimed they had.
given to Great Britain. We have, un-
fortunately not received the last quarterly:
report of the Minister of Trade and Com-
merce, which should have been due on 1st
January, I think, and so there is nothing to
go on in the way of public record but the
first gmarterly report and the English re-

turns.
first.

Let me take the English returns
I find by the English returns that the

| exports of Great Britain to British North

America for the nine months ending 30th
September, 1896, were of the value of $12,-
800,000. For the same period of 1897 it was
$11,765,543, or a decrease of 83 per cent In
English trade so far as England’s exports
to this country are concerned, assuming
that the imports to Newfoundland were
equal in both periods.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-

| MERCE (Sir Richard Cartwright. I did

not catch what my hon. friend (Mr. Foster)
is quoting.

Mr. FOSTER.
30th September.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-

The nine months ending

"MERCE. How are you making your com-

parison, for 1895 or 1896 ?

Mr. FOSTER. 1836 and 1897 are the
two years. :

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. I thonght you said 1893 ?

Mr. FOSTER. There was a decrease of

183 per cent in English trade with us. In

cotton goods there was a decrease frowm
$1,729.353 to $1,450,241; in linens from
$573,347 to $446,579; in lces, silks and that
like, the reduction was from §33,823 in one

i case to $20,911, and in the other from $114,-

936 to $77,739. Iron and steel goods de-

i creased from $2,309,000 to $1,669,900, and
tapparel decreused from $1,395,642 to $1,-
1152.314, and so on through the list that is
‘given. Now, I am free to admit that this
i takes in but five months of the actual work-
.ing of the preferential tariff, but at ali
:events that is the state of things as de-

veloped by the Trade Returns from Great
Britain.

How is it then with reference to the im-
ports from the United States ; because one

. great glory of this new legislation was, that
it was to increase British trade with us and

to decrease TUnited States trade with us;

"at least to change the relative proportions

of the two. From the United States, dur-
ing the eight months up to the 31st of
August of these two periods, the import of
corn in the last period increased to $2,267,901
as against 81,761,230 in the preceding
period. The imports from the TUnited
States of manufactures of iron and build-
ers’ hardware, increased from $379,546
worth to $389,015 worth, and so on through
a considerable list. I canmot avoid upon
this peint, calling the attention of my hon.
friend the Minister of Trade and Commerce
to an argument that he once made; seri-
ously made I have no doubt. 1 want to
present it to him and to ask, if he will
seriously make it again. - I krow his stub-
born adhesion to a thing he has once said,
even though it be wrongly said, but I have
yet hope that in this case, the thing is s¢

patent and so clear, that my hon.  friend
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will say that he has erred. In 1897, in
this House (“ Hansard,” p. 1244) Sir Richard
Cartwright said : .

England and the importation of England’s goods
was discriminated against to an extraordinary
degree. In 1896 we exported to England, appar-
ently, $566,000,000 worth of our products ; to the
United States, $44,000,000 worth. We bought
from England, $32,000,000 ; and from the United
States, $58,009,000. There, it you will, is a
genuine practical discrimination to an enormous
extent against England and in favour of the
United States, under the policy of hon. gentle-
men opposite.

Now comes an afterthought; it struck
him and he gave it vent:

I have always said that the National Policy
was a Yankee device imitated from the Yankees,
and in fact 2 benefit to them chiefly, and there
is the proof of it.

Well, Sir, if the tariff of his opponents,
the National Policy tariff, discriminated, as
he cilled it, and discriminated to that ex-
tent against England in favour of the Uni-
ted States, what is the result of last year’s
Liberal tariff ? It is astounding. 1t is
that in 1896 we exported $66,000.000 worth
of products to Great Britain and $44,000,000

to the United States; and in 1897, we ex-|

ported to Great Britain $77.000,000 and to
the TUnited States $49,000,000, being an in-
crease in exports to Great Britain of $11,-

——

!under this new tariff—without protection,
iand when all its robbery and attendant
i piratical influences and effects were swept
‘away, and the new and rejuvenated tariff

¥

;of the hon. gentlemen was brought in—the

' total reduetion in the percentage of duty in
, the three months compared with the three
i months in the preceding year (in which
: first three months the preferential tariff
:was in vogue) the total reduction of duty
-amounts to the enormous sum—and now
:the burdened taxpayers will surely breathe
: freely—the reduction in the rate of duty
'amounts to the enormous sum cf 70-100ths
- of one per cent. If ever that old Latin quo-
- tatioun : “ the mountain laboured and brought
‘forth a ridiculous mouse,”” ought to be re-
' suscitated for use, this is the proper time
 to call it to the attention of my hon. friend
(Sir Richard Cartwright). But, S8ir, the
‘hon. gentleman went still further. The
:IMirst Minister, the Miaister of Trade and
: Commerce, the Minister of Finance, and
‘every one of the Ministers. and all of those
. who echoe:l their words have declared, that
‘the tariff nas been revised from the old
- protectionist basis, and that now we have
; practically a rovenue tariff.

¢ The right hon. the leader of the House
isaid on Friday last that he had fulfilled
| his pledge : that there should not be a
tduty for protective purposes. but simply for
i revenue purposes. I take the goods which

wo.OOO’ and an inerease of exports to the: were impot‘t(‘.d and which 1 referred to in
United States of $5.000,000. But when we: the illustration when 1 was comparing the

come to the discriminatory part. it stands
in this way : That whereas in 1896, we took

from Great Britain $32.000,000—and so dis-;

criminated against Great Britain enormously
according to the Minister of Trade and
Commerce—yet in 1897 we took only $29,-
000.000. And, whereas we took from the
United States $58,000.000 in 1896. under this
preferential tariff which was to remedy this
gross discrimination against Great Britain,
we actually took $61,000,000 of their im-
ports.

Now, Sir, the logiec in the case is irre-
futable. If there were an enormous dis-

crimination against Great Britain under) Minister of Trade and Commerce ?
! member his impassioned deliverances of

the former tarilf measure, to the extent of
these imports relatively, it is still greater
and still more enormous under the new
tariff, because under it the imports are less
from Great Britain and the imports uare

greater from the United States of America.

But, Sir, it was stated that this new tariff
would reduce the taxation ; that is, would
reduce the rate of duty. Has it done so ?
Taking the three months’ report of my hon.
friend. the report from July to September
of 1896, I find that the total Imports were
$17,690,000, the duiy paid $5,210.000, and
the percentage of daty 2956 per cent. That,
Le it remembered, was in 1896, under the
old tariff. During the three months under
the new tariff the imports were $17.764,000,
the duty was $5,127,000, and the percentage
rate of duty was 2888 per cent. That is,

(imports from Great Britain. and figuring
:out the percentage of duty under this tarift,
‘what is the result? Clothing is now
31 per cent. Does my hon. friend mean
io tell me that 31 per cent is only a revenue
duty, and that there is no protection in
it ? Dress goods, 323 per cent—is that a
revenue duty. with no protection in it ?
Knitted goods 32 per cent; hats and caps.
30 per cent; cottons, bleached, dyed and
coloured, 31 per cent; coal, 23 per cent—
is that a revenue duty, may 1 ask the
Minister of Finance ? Rice, 59 per cent—
is that a revenue duty. I may ask the
I re-

many years ago against that rice duty:
jand here we have—I am not sure that it
is not concealed under the mechanism of
a double duty—a duty of 59 per cent on
the people’s rice. Manufactured cotton
zoods. 273 per cent—is that a revenue duty ?
Cutlery and hardware. tools and imple- -
ments. 2734 per cent. Pickles and sauces,
32 per cent; provisions, lard, meats. &e.,
fresh, 323 per cent; and coal ofl—I  for-
hear to wound the suseceptibilities of my
hon. friend the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries (Sir Louis Davies) by stating just
what the amount of that duty is; but I
beg leave to call his attention to these
words :

It was a specific¢ duty of seven and one-fifth
cents per gallon at that time, and Mr. Davies

2
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asserted that the rate amounted to a protection
of 123 per cent on the coal oil imported into
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. He concluded
with a touching appeal to the House for sweep-
ing away this enormous anomaly. He said : “I
plead on bzhalf of the mass of the people—not |
on behalf of the rich people in cities and towns,
who have their electric light and gas—but for
the great mass of the people who are obliged to
huy this oil. This is class legislation of the
worst kind. It bears most seriously upon the
Maritime Provinces, and it bears with enormous
weight upon the poorer classes in the Maritime
Provinees.”

And yet this is a duty for revenue pur-
poses, and there is not a vestige of pro-
tection in it ! Shall I go any further in
attempting to prove the statement with:
which 1 commenced, that in the whole;
outcome of that legislation the Minister's
words and predictions have been falsified
in every respect by the decisions of the;
law ofticers of the Crown, by the arbitra-
ment of .the facts, and by the course of
business history during the last six months ;
and to-day., Sir, we have a tariff - law in
effect which gives privileges to nine-tenths
of the foreign countries in the world, and
withholds them from nine-tenths of our
sister British colonies, all in the name of
kinship and imperial unity. We have, Sir,
a tariff under whose operation we ﬁnd
that Great Britain's trade decreases. that!
that of Belgium increases, and that that
of Germanv increases. and despite which.
the trade from the United States mcw‘mes,
as well. But, Sir, they say, look at the;
increased exports; that is a proof that this |
policy has Dbeen successful. Is it? Let
us see. The increased exports are in round
numbers $16.900,000 this year. 1 am going
to say nothing about the higher prices,
and nothing about famines and causes for.
these higher prices ; every one understands
them. But I am going to subject to seru-
tiny that argument which they have been
vaunting throughout the length and breadth
of this country’ as a proof of the wisdom
of their policy, that though the imports
have fallen off, the exports have increased
by $16,900,000. Well, Sir, I do not suppose
that the very fact of hon. gentlemen hav-
ing put this clause in their tariff late in
the year 1897, made apples four times as
great a crop for exportation as they were
in the year before, and gave $1,000,000 of
an increase in exports. 1 do not suppose
that clause or that tariff legislation was
the cause that the export of butter was
doubled. giving a little over $1,000.000 to
the good of the export column ; that wool in-
creased in export by twice as much, and add-
ed $600,000 extra to the volume of exports ;
that hides added $500,000 ; that grain added
$6,000,000 ; that flour added $1,000,000 ; that
the mines added $3,200,000; and that the
forests, including manufactures of lumber,
added some $4.000,000; making in all $17,-
500,000 more  than the total inereases in
exports. Not one of these articles was

:of confidence in the Liberal

—

affected in the remotest degree by the
tariff legislation of last session; and in
reference to every one of them, if any effect
can be claimed for any policy, it can
be claimed for the policy which was

| initinted and established by the Govern-

ment which preceded that of hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, and which they had the
good sense to follow out and not to destroy.
Wherever these gentlemen have fufilled
their pledges, they have hurt the industries
of this country. They have not hurt as
many industries as they otherwise would
have done, 1 may call to the attention of
the hon. member for Centre Toronto (Mr.
Bertram), because they have not kept those
pledges which he was naive enough to say
had caused a feeling of distrust and want
policy all
through this country. Nor, Sir, has their
tarifft in any respect lessened the burdens
of the country. A rather peculiar thing
which is worth mentioning, is this. 1 find
that the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
was in London, and whilst there he ad-
dressed a meeting ; I am not sure but it
was a meeting of the Chamber of Com-
merce ; and in the course of that address.
he made several statements which call for
'notice. In the first place, he effectually
{ condoned all his sins of fifteen years in
'affirming that this country was burdened
beyond redemption by the debt which had
been piled up. by declaring to an audience
of business men in the heart of London :

While it might be mentioned that the Govern-
ment had to some extent mortgaged its future
by reason of the large expenditures which had
been incurred by developing the illimitable nat-
ural resources of the country, they did not, how-
ever, face the future with fear and trembling,
but with confident hope and assurance. They
felt that what they had incurred they would be
able to pay.

And what they bad incurred was for the
purpose of developing the illimitable natu-
ral resources of this countiry. But, Sir,
he went further : .

They felt that what they had incurred they
would be able to pay ; and in the present year,
by making both ends meet, they had given the
best answer to those who had asserted that they
had acted too hastily.

Did the Government make both ends meet ?
Had the Finance Minister 8o certified to
the Minister of Trade and Commerce ? Was
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries under
the impression that he was electioneering
somewhere in Prince Edward Island under
the shadow of that green bay tree, under
which the wicked too often shelter them-
selves, and was just as oblivious of what
ought to be truthfully stated there as he is
sometimes the electioneering campaigns
in this coun He stated to the business
men, the financiers of London. that this
Government were making both ends meet
this year, and so were erecting for them-
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selves an imperishable monument. HawI
did they make both ends meet ? By spead-
ing the largest sum on consolidated funds|
account that has ever been expended in:
ihis country—by incurring a deficit of $519,-;
981 ou current consolidated expenditure
account alone. Yet, he says, they made:
both ends meet. And over and above this,
they have spent on capital account $4,000,-
000 and increased the debt by over $3,000.-
000. And yet this kind of reckless state- |
ment is made in financial London 1o the:
statesmen and business men of Great Bri-:
tain, that this Government had made both
ends meet, and so had earned for them-.
selves the plaudits of all good men. But.
there were some other admissions. There!
was, at one time, he said, in the Domi-|
nion, arising from causes which he could:
not explain, a sort of desire or premonition .
that the future of this country would be;
bound up with the future of the United:
States. Did my hon. friend try to explain!
that ? Did he try to investizgate the causes?
Could he not have found them ? Could:
he not have found them in the campaign of:
1801, in which he and his party ran full tilt:
for discrimination against Great Britain and
the closest commercial relations with the:
United States, as being the foundation of
such an impression ? And yet my hon.’
friend, again sheltering himself under the.
shade of that green bay tree. naively put
it aside as something too deep for his ex-
planatory powers to grapple with.

Sir Loui3 Davies is also reported as hav-'
ing said : ;

i

He observed that Canada, small as was her '
population, had fought the battle of life under a
system of fiscal government that he did not ap-:
prove of. He was a free trader.

Now, some one said the other night, in.
the course of this debate, that there were!
no free traders amongst the Liberals. [
think it was the hon. member for Toronto:
(Mr. Bertram). If he did, I now ask him
to revise, his statement. When & man!
stands up in the middle of London and says .
to his audience : “1 am a free trader,” what !
does it mean? Does it mean that he is:
a revenue protectionist to the extent of:
29-86 per cent? Surely net. But one;
impressioa could be given, namely, that he
was a free trader, as the term is under-
stood in Great Britain—a free trader of the
could -be that he stood on the very same
platform with his leader Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier, who was so good a free trader of the
Cobden school, that he put away from him
and Capada—which is the most serious
part of it—the best opportunity we ever
‘had of getting trade relations with the
Empire which would be invalpable to us.
He also teok up the ,argument of the hon.
Minister of Trade and Commerce (S8ir Rich-
ard Cartwright), that the policy of the past

good old Cobden school. The only impression ;

had been discrimination against Great Bri-
Mr. FOSTER. |

tain and that the policy of this Government
was just the reverse. But I have shown
you how this Government has &cted to-
wards Great Britain. ILater on, he went
on to say, much the same as his leader :

That England has protected us with her army
and fleats, she has given us civil and religious
liberties, she has never asked us to contribute
one cent towards that army and fleet. Out of
the fulness of our heart and our love we have
now Yyielded to the desire to cement more
strongly the bond of uniecn which cught to unite
the mother country and the colonies, and are
prepared to propose a preferentia: tariff, the re-
sult of which will be that British goods will be
admitted to Canada much lower than any foreign
goods.

Now, the date of this meeting I do not
know, because it is not given here, but I
take it, that it was probably after—yes, it
was, as I see by the context—after the
decision of the law officers of the Crown,
that we were bound by the treaties. Now,
if there was any meaning in that sentence,
it means that these hon. gentlemen, having
found out that they were mistaken, and
baving run through with this comedy of
theirs, are now wvrepared, at the earliest
date this session, to excise that article from
their tariff and to place in the tariff a
clause which shall give to Great Britain,
and Great Britain salone, preferential ad-
vantages—not admitting any other country
to a participation in them. I mention that
to clinch the argument made hy my hon.

. friend the other night and to add weight

to it. But if we are to believe that, what
are we to believe with reference to the
statement of the hon. Finance Minister,
who. when asked at Sheflield whether there
would be any change in the tariff, de-

i clared :

We do not believe in tariff tinkering ; it hurts
business. Therefore, although I did not go so far
as my free trade proclivities would have carried
me, there will be no more important changes
made at the next session.

Now, if this change is made, it will be a
most impoertant change ; and there is, there-
fore, diametrical opposition between the
statement of my hon. friend the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries (8ir Louis Davies) and
the statement of my hon. friend the Minister
of Finance (Mr. Fielding). : ,

In another part the Minister of Finance
was asked squarely the question : “ Do you
intend to give Great Britain exclusive pre-
ferential advantages by legisiation” ? And

my hon. friend, with that caution which he
-exercised over much, because sometimes ft

does not conduce to clearness or perspicuity,
replied pretty much in these words : I must

tell you, Sir, in answer to that question,
that having put our hand to the plough, we

do not Intend to turn back. Now, Mr.
Speaker, that may be either a negative or a
positive or nothing at ail. [ wish we
could get a definite reply from my hen.

friend. I suppose that if I were to meet
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him some very cold morning and say to.
him : Good morning, it is a very cold morn-
ing, he would not say ‘“yes” or “mno,” but
would say : Well, I think we will have to be
vuided by the reading of the thermometer.
He would be very careful not to commit
himself.

Now I proceed to another branch of the|

subject. It is brought out by the assertion |
of the hon. member for Centre Toronto (Mr. | |
Bertram) that the Ministry have fulfilled:
all the pledges they ever gave. That was!
his statement. XNow, the hon. member for
Centre Toronto is tolerably past the years;
of youth. He is not an old man, but old
enough to know the importance of the
statement that he makes. Had he really
looked into the matter, had he read the!
pledges, and had he come to the conclusion !
that he could stand in the face of the House !
of Commons—not on a hustings platform—:
and make the statement that the Ministryx
had fulfilled every pledge they had made ?'
I am afraild my hon. friend will have to*
revise that position. Let us see one of the!
pledges that the Ministry made. Here, I'
may say that pledges can be made in two!
ways by a party in opposition. They can}
be made by the trend and meaninv of !
statements impressed generally upon the peo- |
ple, or they can be made, in so many de-'
finite words. clearly declaring for certain.
things. In both those respects, the gentle-:
men who to-day are governing this country :
have made pledges, over and over, to the!
people whick they have not pretended to!
implement and which they do not propose.
to implement. Why, what shali we think of
the position taken by my hon. friend the:
Postmaster General, and the later position
taken by this Government of which he -is |
such a distinguished. clear-headed member.

My hon. friend, when he was a membar
of the Opposmon, fought hard and loag,
he observed widely and keenly, and came
to the conclusion that one of the most dan-
gerous elements in the political life of to-|
day was this facility with which govern-
ments could modify or control the actions
of the members who supported them, by
dangling offices before their eyes. I am not
- going to say he was wrong ; but if he was
right then, what business has he to sit in
the Government which viclates that prin.
ciple to-day ? No reason except that of
preferment and emolument. If a man be-
leves &s a cardinal prineiple that it is cor-
rupting and debasing to the politics of this
country that members shall sit behind the
Government with promises of offices in their
pockets, he has no business to remain in a
‘Government which does that thing. Are his
words not fresh before the members of this
House :

Sir, if the Government of the day can dansle
public offices before their followers, and induce a
few, and perhaps an increesing number, to as-

pire to these positions, instead of mmenting
their constituencies here and exemlsing an umn-

biased judgment and a wholesome influence upon
the Administration of the day, they become mere
parasites upon the Administratior and cease to
voice the opinlons of their constituents. Not

i ¢nly do they do that, but moving among their

colleagues, they become, as it were, corrupting
agencies among their own ranks. And so, a
small percentage of persons in that position are
likely to impair the independence of the whole
body. So it has become, in my opinion, a erying
abuse, and Parliament is cast down from its
high position. And not only is the will of the
people being interfered with, not only is Par-
i Hament being subordinated to the Administra-

| tion, but there is even a worse evil growing out

of this abuse. All through the country the elec-
torate, noticing these things, are coming to the
conclusion that the highest aim a man can have
in seeking public life is that he may, through
Parliam~nt, find his way to a comfortable posi-
tion for life. If that becomes the highest aim
of those who seek public life, then public life
i becomes a means, not of advantage to the public
but of private gain. And thus we shall have
coming into public life office seekers., place-
hunters, instead of those ready to make sacri-
fices for the love of their country, and ready to
vndertake the labours of public life for the good
they can do in the interest of the people. So
tkat whether we view this evil with regard to its
influence on the existing House, or with, regard
to its demoralizing influenca upon public opinion,
in either case, I submit, it is of such pernicioms
character as to demand the earliest interference
cn the part of this Parliament.

He introduced & Bill, and in advocacy of
that Bill said :

How can a member of this Hou