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A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

’Twas a happy new year upon Egypt’s coast
When the ransomed of God went free,

When Phaiaoh with all us pursuing host
Lay under the deep Red Sea.

And Israel’s people were glad at heart,
Ag each Abib month drew near ;

For Jehovah from bondage had bid them depart,
That first joyous month of the year.

*Twas a happy new year to the sons of toil,
When the labouring six had flown;

And a long long Sabbath gave rest {o the soil,
While it lay in God’s hang alone.

Then the Hebrew bondman went honte in peace,
The debtor had nought to fear ;

As the morning light dawned on the time of release,
And brought them a happy new year.

*'Twas a happy new year, when seven tunes seven
Were memories quickly forgot ;

And Israel's sons, by the mandate of Heaven,
Stood each in his father's lot.

Then over the land, from broad sea to sea,

. The silver toned trumpets rang clear;

“Rejoice ye ! rejoice ! "tis the glad Jubilee,

God sends you a happy new year.”

The year of the ransomed, the yeav of release,
And the Jubilee year is come ;

The bringer,of freedom and pardon and peace,
Is calling His banished ones home.

To all that receive the glad soi-d of the Word,
Far off or by grace brought near,

In Jesus the Saviour, the crucitied Lord,
There awaits you a kappy new year. C.
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REVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR.
The year that is past has been one of comparative peace and prosperity,.
Eventful years, as a rule, are not happy years. No great facts stand forth

upon the record of 1872 ; and, for the interest of the majority, it is well

that this has been the case. In Britain and her colonies the year opened
with thanksgiving to God for the restoration of the Prince of Wales. The
Positivists would not believe that the recovery was due to anything but
natural causes, and seme of the boldest amongtheseunbelicverschallenged thve
Christian world to an experimental trial of the efficacy of prayer. One of
#he best subjects for trial would be the conversion of these infidels them-
selves, The legixlation in the Bennett and similar cases in the Cbureh of
Bmngland drove Mr. Molyncaus and others out of the Establishment. Dr.
Pusey growled but would not be driven out, and the timid Evangelicals, on
their part, show no disposition te give up the loaves and fishes. Areh-
bishop Tait set the heathen sojourners in London on their defence by ealling
attention to the need of missionary labours near home, One of the worst
features in the state of public opinion in many parts of England came pro-
minently forward, in the justification of this contemptible defence by leading
journalists and others professing Christianity. The English Presbyterian
Church celebrated the tercentenary of the founding of the first English Pres-
bytery at Wandsworth, and is thoroughly agreed upon the question of union
witl the United Presbyterian body in England, and in time with the Welsh
Calvinistic Methodists.

In Seotland matters of education absorbed a great deal of public atten-
tion, The union of the Churches is still in the future ; and Dr. Begg, with
the rest of the anti-unioniste, ave fighting vigorously against the Mutual
Eligibility Scheme. Two border raids have attracted-a fair share of notice.
One is Dean Stanley’s visit to the Established Church ; the other, Mr.
Knight's to the Unitarians of England. Dean Stanley was answered by
Dr. Rainy in a manner that may teach him and others the difticulty of lay-
ing a broad Church platform in the Presbyterian Church.  Mr. Knight has
abjured Mr. Martinean. Two distinguiﬁhod men, Dr. Norman McLeod of
the Established, and Professar Islay Burns of the Free Chureh, have been
miesed frum their places.  The tereentenary of the death of Knox was eele-
brated not only in Scotland, but throughout the Presbyterian world.
Evangclistic work in the Highlands and other parts of Scotlaad has been
carried on during the past year, principally by the deputies ‘of the Free
Church Assembly, aid has resulted inmuch spiritual good. In Ireland dis-
establishment is working well for all parties. A greater share in public
affairs is now taken by those who but recently bore the name of dissenters,
and greater activity in matters of religion and Church organization is mani-
fested by the once paid agents of the State. Cardinal Cullen and the Romish
bierarchy have been erdeavouring to get the superintendence of educatien
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into their hands, but have not succeeded. Encouraging success is still met
with in connection with the labours of the Assembly's missionaries to the
Romanists. N

France has had rather a sad tercentenary, that of the Bartholomew
massacre. Father Hyacinthe, spite of his matrimonial alliance, has been
joined by the Abbé Michaud and other men of comparatively evangelical
views. The priests who adhere to Rome, on the other hand, have busied
themselves and occupied the minds of the faithful with pilgrimages to all
sorts of shrines and the revival of miraculous agencies. The year has been
2 famous onc for Protestantism. The first Synod of the National French
Church held since 1660, sat on the 6th of June, and declared itself largely
evangelical. The name of the Count de Gasparin, who in 1849 established
with Frederic Monod the union of Evangelical Churches or Free Church of
France, appears among the obituaries of the year.

Since the conclusion of the war with France, the German Empire has
been disturbed by the violence of the Ultramontane party, at the head of
whom stood the Jesnits. They obstructed the way of the Government in all
its attempts to form and carry out a ‘gencral system of education. The
High Lutherans made common cause with them for the purpose of obtaining
agparate schools. At length Bismarck would endure it no longer, and pub-
lished an edict banishing the Jesuits. The meeting of the Xirchentag, or
Congress of Churches, at Halle, was the occasion of the well-known states-
man, Herr van Bethmann Hollweg, calling for a union of all the German
Churches, and advocating for the United Church a Presbyterian form of
government. The High Church Lutherans are the obstacle at present. At
the same time the Old Catholic Congress was held at Cologne. It was
marked by the careful way in which the conon lawyers of the Church
sought to establish legal ground of action, with a view to state recognition
and the consequent overthrow of the Ultramontanists. The Old Catholics
have gained great strength in many parts of Austria, a land once devoted to
the Pope. *

In Switzerland & great man has fallen in Dr. Merle D’Aubigné, the
celebrated Church historian. His death, deplored throughout the bounds
of the Protestant Church, occirred shottly after the meeting of the Evan- .
gelical Conference at Geneva, by which the hearts of God’s people have been
cheered amid many rationalistic and anti-christian influences. Another
death meets us in connection with Italy. Dr. Lewis of Rome finished his
course with joy, living long enough to see his labours crowned with much
success. A remarkable conference took place in the Eternal City, between
three protestant pastors and three Romish priests, resultm,, in the defeat of
the latter. A branch of the Bible Society has been established in Rome,
and a bonfire of religious books, most of which were copies of the Scriptures,
has been lit by priestly hands in an Italian village. The old Catholics arp
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increasing greatly, even under the shadow of the Vatican, while the Walden-
sian and Free Italian Churches, with many, foreign agencies, are actively
prosecuting the work of evangelization.

The Spanish mission at Toledo, under Mr. Knapp, a Baptist, lost a
pastor, an evangelist, a teacher’and an organist to Rome, and the Papists
have not yet stopped rejoicing.  The other Christians stand fast, and many
are being gathered into the fellowship of the various Frotestant Churches.
The attempt upon the life of the King of Spain seems to have strengthened
the hands of the constitutional party, and the cflorts of the youny monaich
to improve the morals of the nobility have not been without effect.

Holland has not been behind Svcotland, England and France in tje
matter of tercentenaries. The celebration of the taking of Brill, which laid
the foundation of Dutch civil and religious liberty, belongsto the past year.
The convention of Young Men’s Christian Associations was leld in this

- Presbyterian land, whose Established and Free Churches are awaking into

new life, and bid fair to make their influence felt as in the days of the
Synod of Dort.

In Sweden and Norway a strong churchly spirit still prevails, but more
liberality exists than for many leng years has been manifested in Scandina-
via. The Baptists and Methodists are hard at work among the dead masses
of conventional Lutheranism, Lut unbappily the Mormons follow close at
the heels of these evangelical labourers.  Tn Russia the distribution of
Bibles is still carried on with vigour. An Armenian Protestant Church at
Shamaki, on the Caspian, was destroyed by the shock of an earthquake, and
twenty of the worshippers were killed on the spot, while many of the
wounded have since died. The Bulgarians of Turkey have quarrelled with
the Greek Patriatch of Constantinople, and are making advances toward
Protestantism. A revival has taken place in Nicomedia, a region celebrated
in the history of the early Church. The Protestant Churches in Marsh,
on the confines of Syria and Asia Minor, were never in so flourishing a state.
A destructive earthquake in Syria laid the ancient city of Antivch in ruins,

The assassination of Earl Mayo in India has called attention to the
Mabomedan influence still working in that unheppy land. The influence
of undenominational Universitics and Colleges, has led to fears, that while
the Hindoos are heathenizing England, the English may heathenize India.
Missionary labours are abundant; the Free Church schools and colleges
are doing good service in education, and the large numbers of children
thrown wpon the hands of the United Presbyterian missionaries are being
carefully instructed in the truth. Burmal still brings forth fruit in its old
age. The new Mahomedan Kingdom of Tali, within the bounds of the
Chinese Empire, is secking to strengthen itself by Xuropean alliances, and
has opened communications with the wany followers of the false prophet in
the Flowery Land. Mission work gues on vigorously in many places, and

R
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in none with more success than in the Island of Foimosa. Japan seems
thoroughly awake to the requirements of the age. Many of its youth are
gaining a Christian education in the United States and Britain. The edicts
against Christianity , levelled at the votaries of Rome, have been taken down.

Turning to Africa, the last year gives ns the discovery of a valuable
papyrus from Egypt, containing & narrative of the Rameses’ dynasty, con-
firming, in many respects, the Mo. aic history. Abyssinia is stretching forth
her hands for the gospel. The variou® Missions in the East and ;West, of
the American and Scottish United Presbyterian Churches, and of the English
Socicties, report encouraging progress. The diamond fields of the South
have attracted many adventurers, among whom the gospel has been preached,
while the Kaffirs and Hottentots have not been forgotten. The success of
Mr. Stanley’s search for Dr. Livingstone has filled many hearts with joy,
which will not be complete, however, until the veteran Missionary returns
in person. Madagascar is now settling its ecclesiastical organization, a
matter of no little difficulty. It aiready secs the dangers of independency.’

The Presbyterian Churches of Australia and New Zealand are growing
rapidly, and the lack of labourers in these regions has been in part supplied
by Missionaries sent out by the Colonial Committee of the Free and other
British Presbyterian Churches. TFrom Canada Mr. Tait, formerly of Bristol,
has gone to their aid. Another martyr, the Rev J. D. Gordon, has watered
the soil of Erromangain the New Hebrides with his blood. The slave
trade in the same region, carried on by traders from Australia, hag been
checked Ly the activn of the British Government, which took an unworthy
revenge for the murder of Bishop Patteson. Many Protestant natives were
massacred by the Roman Catholic inhabitants of New Caledonia, and the
French Catbolic priests have not succeeded in clearing themselves of this
characteristic stain. A more pleasing spectacle was afforded in Rowan
Catholic Tahiti, where the Queen and her principal officers assisted at the
opening of a Protestant Church.

Sipall missions are now planted in many parts of South America from
Tierra del Fuego northwards. Chili and Brazil are more prominently
before the eye of the religious world than the other States in this respect.
In the West Indiesand British Hunduras the United Presbyterian Missions,
that of the Church of the Lower Provinces, and others, have been much
blessed.  The progress of the gospel in Mexico continues to be exceedingly
gratifying. Many priesis now proclaim the truth, while Bible and Tract
Socicties and Young Men's Christian Associations flourish. The whole of
this Jong neglected land may soon be won for Christ. The year opened in
the United States with the conversion to Christianity of Mr. Hepworth the
Unitarian. Many revivais have taken place in different parts of the country,
The death of Mr. Greeley, one of the candidates for the presidency, and
the great fire of Boston, are recent events unconnected with religion.
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The American Presbyterian Church has been troubled with two closely al-
Yied questions, the raising of which do not speak well for its office bearers—
the demission of the office of the miuisiry, and the election of elders fora
limitec. term of serviee. The whole o1 the Bible has at last been translated
into the language of the Esquimaux.

Among events in the Dominion, we have to note the arrival among us
of the Earl of Dufferin, the new Govornor-General, whose kindness and af-
fability have already won him golden opinions.

The Church of the Luner Provinees has to report an iuteresting work of
grace in Cape Breton, where labourers are much needed. A good work has
also been carried om amony the Acadian French by colporteurs from Montreal.
The question of union iasettled, as far as the two Churches of the Lower
Provinces are concerned, and they are simply waiting for the completion of
negotiations by the larger bodies in the West.  In the Churches of Ontario
and Quebec there. is still somne hesitation, cansed principally, but not alto-
gether, by difliculties connected with educational institutions. Instru-
mental music in our own Church is now a congregational question. The
ranks of the ministry have been recruited hy many welcome arrivals from
the mother country. The Churches there have come to the help of our
missions with men and means. These are all prosperous. Manitoba has
Deen reinforced by the addition of labourers from our own Church, the sister
Church in connection with the Church of Seotland, and the Irish Presby-
terian Church. Its College, under Professor Bryce, is succeeding well.
Mz, Jamieson’s report from British Columbia is gratifying. Mr. Nisbet, of
the Saskatchewan Mission, at present on a visit to Ontario, has at length
gotan cfficient fellow-worker in Mr. Vincent. Mr. McKay, the missionary to
Formosa, is progressing rapidly with his preparatory linguistic studies, and

. will soon be able to proclaim the Gospel with ready tongue to the simple

natives. Valuable aid has been rendered to the Home Mission Committee

- hy the Students’ Missionary Societies of the Colleges in Toronto and Mon-

$real.  The Church i» taking up the ground to the north of Lakes Superior
and Huron, forming a link in the chain that is to stretch from the Atlantir
10 the Pacific. Father Chiniyuy still prosecutes his evangelistic labours in
Kaukakee, and occasionally in Canada; and the work of French evangeli-
sation in Lower Canada has already resulted in mnch good, aresult to
which the instructions of Professor Coussirat, in the Montreal College, have
pot » little contributed.  Tn various places, the year that is past has been a
vesr of grace. The Synod of Montreal, by means of it evangelistic depu-
tations, has done mueh, and will yet do more to quicken religious life within
jts bounds. 5 The Colleges at- buth in a flourishing state, deficient in the
numbers, indeed, but net in the zeal and cficieney of their professors, and
Blessed with a body of caracst and intelligent students.  The acceptance of
a call to New York. by Profeseor Inglis, left a blank in the stafi of Knox
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College, but happily, the election of Professor Gregg by the Assembly in
June, made the defection a less serious one than it might have been.
‘Bhree names of ministers appear among the obituarics of the past year—
those of Dr. Boyd, and Messrs. Daniel Clarke and Francis Duncan. So
wifh the years men pass away. “Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as
ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.” The year on which, by the good
providence of God, we have entered, is one that calls for great wisdom,
cnergy, and liberality on the part of all connected with our prosperous and
united Church. May the prayers of God’s strongones be with the workers,
ard the power of the Man whoem He has male strong for Himself and
for us.

““RHE SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTION AND QONVERSION OF THE
CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH.”

(4 puper read before the Presbytery of Ottawa. )

No Christian parent or pastor can fail to entertain deep solicitude for
the spiritual welfare of the young committed to his care.” But what are
the best means of securing, under God, the end in view? How shall faith
in the Divine promises best find a fitting expressiun in the spiritual uptrain-
ing of the chilgren of the covenant? Some would urge the duty of prayer
in the consecration of their offspring to God, as an effectual means ; and in
the offering up of earnest, importunate, supplication at a throne of grace
they would consider parental obligation fully discharged, leaving results to
Him alone who can turn the hearts of men as He turneth the rivers of
water. But as prayer itself is only one mode of expressing our faith, or
rather the offering up of our desires unto God,—it follows that prayer alone
does not cover the whole ground of Christian respensibility and daty.
Rather, we are to vivw prayer s 1esting upon a basis warranted by Divine
testimony - so a3 tu ~ceure the fulfilment of the Divine promiise.  This basis,
we conceive, is the tnstruction of youth in the things of the Kingdom.

All along in the history of God’s Church, the conversion of children and
youth is predicated as being based upon their moral instruction. An en-
comium was pronounced on Abraham because he commanded his children
and household, and instiucted them to keep the way of the Lord. The
Israclites were enjoined at the giving of the law to teach all the words
which Jehovah commanded “diligently uunto their children.” One of the
proverbs of the wise King was to the same effect—* Train up a child in the
way he should go ; and when he i3 old, he will not depart {rom it.” And
besides the off-repeated cxhwriation addressed to Christian parents to Lring
up their children in the nurture and admonitivon of the Lord,” we have left
onrecord the godly example of Lois and Eunice in training up young
Timothy, who, from early c¢hildhood, was instructed in “the Scriptures,
which are able to make wise unto salvation,” .

To neglect this duty, then, is to run counter to the will of God as made
Ynown in Scripture. It would be going as much in the face of Providence,
to expect the converston of a child In answer to prayer, without the employ-
ment of other means of moral culture, as it would for the farmer to expect s
crop of grain without sowing the seed. The genial warmth of the sun,
and the fertilizing rains of heaven, would all be lost without the sowing of
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seed. Our Father in heaven works not but in the usc of means—whether
in the natural or spiritual kingdom. Conversion, no doubt, is a moral
miracle, but it is one which we have no right to expect without employing
the means ordained of God. And while He is Sovereign in the matter of
salvation, to whom uf right belongs the gift of the Spirit,—yet if the parent
or the Church, or Luth, are in the uxercise of a faith which must have
respect to the Divine commniands, training up the children of the covenant in
the way of the Lord, they have reasonable ground for expecting the conver-
sion of those children, and of cloiming the fulfilment of that precious pro-
mise in Isaish: *I will pour my Spint upon thy secd, and my blessing upon
thine offspring.”  The reaping will invariably correspond with the sowing.
The incorruptible seed of the Word deposited in the virgin soil of young
hearts will (by the Spirit's blessing) Le productive of saving results—an
that in meet proportion tv the measure of effort and amount of toil expended
in preparing the heart for the good seed of the kingdom ; so that in some it
will produce thirty-fuld, in others sixty, and in more even an hundred-fold.
Next in importance to moral instruction, as well as next in the order
of nature, is the furce of erample. The Bible order is first nurture, then
admonition ; and included under this latter is example. In the moral traiz-
ing of youth, with a view to their conversion, precept without example
would be of little avail. The eye and the ear of youth are both sensitive
orgams in the imbibing of moral impressions. Proverbially quick to observe
the faults or inconsistencies of others, children will profit little by word-
teaching, when their instructors convey the idea that their profession and
practice are in diametric opposition. The legitimate outcome of such a
course of training must and will be hypocrisy. ~No training at all would be
better than this, in sv far that the virgin soil of unbruken ground would be
there to operate on by right influences, instead of having the soil pre-
occupied and rankly crowded with the weeds of hypocrisy, religious for-
mality without the puwer, worldly-mindedness, and sin. There is great
danger in an age when we are free from persecution, and when the current of
worldly aims is so powerful, of the Church of God drifting into a con-
dition of luxurious case, and among the more prominent defections of the
present day, the sin of which lics at the dvor of parents, is the want of

Sfamily training—including, as that term does, instruction in religious truth,
godly example on the part of parents, and the right government of youtk.
The old sin of Eli, in * not restraining his sons” when they ‘“made them-
selves vile,” is too common, alas! among professors of Christianity, while
the faithful conduct of Abraham in commanding his children and house-
hold, instructing thein in the way of the Lord, 1sfar from being the uni-
versal practice of the Church visible. The loosened rein i: too often thrown
over the neck of children and youth, and the result is that many are rushing
madly on {o destruction.

. It is not, then, in any spasmodic effurts that the remedy fur existing
evils isto befound. It is not, we humbly think, in any speeial or occasional
services for the young, hewever well-intentioned, that a moral panacea
existe. The root of the evil lies in the want of well-directed, systematie,
prayerful effort in the family, and on the part of parents! The family is
the nursery of the Church. This is why God in His infinite wisdom
ordained that the fameily, assuch, should bLie placed in (dose justapesition
with the Church, made a part of the covenant Isracl of God.  We have the
most abiding faith in this Divine method of dealing with the children of
the covenant, in its wisdom, its adaptation to the wants of socicty, its ulti-

.

A
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mate success.  And if God has threatened to pour out his fury upon the
families who call not upvn His naine, as well as upon the heathen who pro.
fess not His nanze, has He not also promised to pour out of His Spirit upon
the sced of Jacob, and His blessing upon their offspring, that they shall
spring up as amony the yrass, as willows Ly the water-courses? And as the
result of observing the Divine command in the proper uptraining of child-
ren, and claiming upor believing ¢ffort the fulfilment of Divine promises,
var hearts will be cheered and the Church perpetuated and religion revn:ed,
by secing our youth entering into covenaut with Isracl's God, one saying,
I am the Lord's, and another calling himself by the name of Jacob, and
another subscribing with his hand unto the Lord and surnaming himself by
the name of Israel” \ L

The sum of the whole matter may be expressed thus—the religious in-
struction of our youth, the gudly example of parents, family government
and discipline exercised in a firm but Christian spirit,—these, accompanied
by believing prayer for our cluldren’s spiritual welfare, are the grand means
which our Ea%her in Heaven hath ordained, to the end that he might secure
to the Church “a godly seed.” All other means are only subsidiary to these
—s8uch as sermons to the young, Subbath schools, and other moral influences
outside the family. Even the Sabbath school, however useful in some re-
spects, mure especially in gathering in the outcast and the neglected from
among the youth of our un-christianized population, should never be allowed
to usurp the place assigned to family instruction and training. The
tendeucy, on the part even of parents who are professors of religion, is to
transfer the responsibility of instructing their children in religious things
to Sallath school teachers, tuo many of whom are unyualified for the office,
both hy nature and by grace, and do not realize any special responsibility in
the matter. Moreover the kind of instruction often communicated, more
especially in our rural districts, is unsatisfactory and of a fitful intermittent
nature, vecurring only at dutervals, gencrally but once a week, and often
vnly for the summer months! At best aud under the most favourable dreum-
stances, it is only une hour vut of seven days in the week that the Sabbath
school teacher hus to reach the mind and conscience of his pupil, with not
unfr.quently a femrfal odds to contendd against from adverse influences.
How inadequate such & provision to mect the wants of these who are perish-
ing for lack of knowledwe.

In conclusion, it is suggested that ministers give special prominence in
their pulpit addresses to the dutivs incumbent on parents, that pastors make
conscience of speaking persunally to the youwh of vur Church on the subject
of religion, and further that the aucient practice be 1evived, which has well
nigh fallen inty disuse, of holding divts fur itechetical exawination, say
unce a year, in connection with pastordl vositation, and as @ part of it. ~ The
most beneficial results for the Church and society may be anticipated from
such a course; o that, were all the churches throughout the laud to act
upon the suggestion, suon would *the wilderness and the solitary place be
glad for them, and the desert rejoice and blossom as the roe.”

If need be, let there Leamore frequent exchange of pulpits, that pastors
may find time and strength to devote their energics mote than hitherto to
pastoral visitation in conmection witle the young of families. Let the
Shorter Cutechism f.r more advanced dildrn, wnd some simpler book,
such as Brown's Mother's Catechivm, or Willisen's, for the very young, be
]put within the reach of every family, which shall Le trained in the know-
edge of Dible truth, and thus paepared for the annuad catechetical diet.
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If we would revive religion in our land, we must return to primitive
methods, as in the days o! the Apostles and of onr Scottish forefathors in
Reformation times, when ecpusitory teaching furmed so prominent an elemént
in the iustruction of the masses. We live in a_practical age, in which the

sopie who are asking for the bread of life will not be satisfied with the

usks of a dead formalism, or have their souls fed with the outer shell
of Christianity, but with the living kerne! of gospel tiuth. The carnest
prayer ot pastor~ and of parents, am,f of all church members, should be the
cry of the prophet in the valley of visivn; “ Cume from the four winds
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they max live;” or in the
language of the Church in Svlomon’s Sung, * Awake, O north wind, and
e, thousouth ; blow upen my garden, tliat the spices thereof may flow
fort”  Asex. ° W. McK.

ATHANASIUS.

A NEW YEAR’S STORY FOR THE YOUNG.

More than fifteen eenturies ago, just three hundred and twelve years
after JC s Chiviot wuo boin i Bethilehem, a number of buys were playing
on the sea shore, ticar the wieat city oi Alexandria in Egypt. It was the
month of January, but Junuary in Alexandria is very different from the
satue month in Canada, for all the flowers and trees are in Lloom and icaf
when T, wogus.  among tnese boys, who played upon the sandy
beach of vhie Mredivertanean oe, tuere was one who seemed to be the leader
of their sports.  He was a bright, fearless lad, about fourteen years of age,
and the other Luys called him Athanasius. His Christian parents had
given him 2 beautiful name at his baptism, for in Greek it means the
undying. immortal one. But. I fear. thev had not instructed him very
well in the truth of Gods Word, which tells us how reverent we should be
in worshipping Him that made the heavens and the earth, and who is high
abuve them all.  Young Athanasius called his companions to join
him in a game they lad often played at Lefore. It was to make
believe that he was their minister, and they were elders and deacons
and the congregation, all met together to worship 'as on the Sabbath
day. While this was going on, & good man called Alexander, whe
was bishop of Alexandria (fur there were bishops at this time
Blacc«l above ministers, although the Bible says this ought not ta

e), was looking out of a window 1n a house necar the spot where the beys
were playing. hen he saw what they were doing he was shocked at bheir
imitativn of things divine, and sent at once for the parents of the children,
among whom he specially wished to see the father and mother of Athanasiua.
After they came, Alexander told them, that since their sons delighted even
to imitate the work of the Guspel ministry, they should train them up to
be true and fuithful ministers of Jesus Christ when they came to be men.
So Athanasius was put under learned and pious teachers, who taught him
the knowledge of the une gieat Book which tells us of God the Father aad
His Son Jesus, and whicl makes the fuolish and the sinful wise and good.
He liked, above all things, the story of Jesus Christ. e knew all about
Hum as the hittle Babe of Bethleln, the wonderful Boy of Nazareth, the
Teachersent from God who wentabout continually doing goud,and the Man of
Surrows that hung upon the bitter cross ; but be luved a}iso tv think of Him
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as King Jesus, the Father’s only begotten Son, the brightuess of the
Father's glory and the express image of His person, who had said, “1 and
the Father are ome.” gs soon as be became a good scholar, Bishep
Alexander took him into his house and made him his secretary. But
Athanasius wished to be able to preach ubout Jesus Christ ; so at last the

ministers were called together and he was made a deacon. Now, it is not,

the business of a deacon to preach the gospel, but to take chage of the
buildings and the money of the church and look after the poor pepple in it.
They did many things even in these early days, however, that God’s Word
never told them to do, and to make a deacon preach was one of these. So
Athanasius became a deacun, and preached to the boys he once had played
with, and before Alexander and many more, that Jesus Christ the Saviour
is the only begotten Son of God.

Now neatly all who called themselves Christians believed whet

Athanasius said about Christ, because it is so plainly written in the Bible.
But, for more than seventy years there had been people in Asia Minor and
Syna and Africa who did not believe, or said they did not believe (because
people don’t always believe what they say) that there are “three persons in
the Godhead, the same in substance, eyual in power and glory.” There wag
such a man in the Church in Alexandria ; his name was Arius, and he was a
presbyter or elder ; for the word presbyter means elder, and the Presbyterian
Charch is the Church of the Elders. He was' much older than Athen-
asins, who was only a deacon, and would have liked to be bishop instead of
Alexander. Because he was not elected, he quarrelled with Alexander, and,
Alexander was not & very good friend to him. Indeed, where there are
bishops set over ministers, there are nearly always quarrels, for many of the
ministers think that they have as good a right to be bisho%? as another, and
when one is appointed, the others don't like to submit. Every minister in
the Presbyterian Church is 2 bishop, so that there is no need of quarrelling

about who shall be first, Well, this Arius began to teach the Eeople that =

Jeaug Christ, although very great, is simply a creature, and not iie only be-
gotten son of God,—juct what the Unitarians do to-day. Alexander disputed
with him, and Athanasius helped him with proofs out of the Word of God,
like those we find at the end of the answers in the Shortcr Catechism., At
last the great Emperor Constantine, who ruled over the world, and who was
the first Christian that sat upon the throne since Jesus Christ was crucified,
called all the principal ministers together in the city of Nice in Asia Minor.
More than three hundred of them came from many parts of Europe, Asia
and Africa, and sat down before the Emperor iu the great hall of his beanti-
ful palace.  Among them were Alexander the bishop, Arius the elder, and
Athanasius the dearon. The Emperor made an orativn, telling the ministers
how glad he was to see them all there, and Alexander delivered a speech
against Arius after he had been questioned about his doctrines. Then a
clever man called Eusebius rose and defended Arius, and others followed
him, all meking excuses for what Arius had said, until Athanasins conld en-
dure it no longer. He was a deacon, and only twenty-seven years old, while
most of those who spoke were bishops and old men ; but the Emperor und
the Council allowed him to speak for Christ. So Athanasius arose with
mueh trembling, for he was & very modest man, although bold for the trath,
and began to speak. Soon his heart became warm, and he 30119, with grea;
boMness, as he tuld how Jesus was no creature, but God’s onlybegotten Son
and’equal with the Father. All the bishops and elders listened to his
€lognent words with great attention and earnestness, and when his speech
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was ended, most of them said *The dearon is right, and the doetrine of Arius
is contrary to the Word of God.” Then Arius was put out of the Church,
and the ministers went home again, all speaking of the bold and eloquent
young deacon of Alexandria, who lov 1 the Lord J esus, and whom God had
Taised up to le a defender of the faith.

Eusebius and the others fiiend~ of Arius were very angry with Athan-
asius for getting them put out of the Chureh. The vear after the Council,
Alexander died, and Athanasius was made bishop in his place. You may be
sure that he would not allow any one to preach Arianism near him. Nine
more years passed away, and during all this time his enemies were busy
againsthim. Atlastthey said that he had killeda l)ishnv called Arsenius,and
had cut off the dead man's hand. So the Emperor called a Council at Tyre
Lo gee if this was true. Athanasius did not know what to do, for certainly
Arsenius had disappeared, and nobody seemed to know what had become of
him. But he put his trust in God, anl went to Tyre. 1is enemies brought
the hand into the Council and said, «‘This is the hand of Arsenius, whick
Athanasius cut oft,”  Athanasiussaidit was nottrue, hut no one would believe
him, for nearly all the ministers in the Conneil had had their minds poisoned
against him by the followers of Arius. While they were preparing to con-
demn him, Archelaus, the governor of Tyre, came to Athanasius and said,
“Be of godd comfort, all will be well.” Then Athamasius praved to God
again to help him. Soon Archelaus returned with some soldiers, who led
in & man wearing a long cloak ; and Paul, the bishop of Tyre, cried out, as
he came in, “This is Arseniug!” And so it was, He bhad been hiding in
the city, waiting, I suppuse, to sce Athanasins condenmmed and perhaps put
to death for killing him.  Then Athanasinz said to his accusers, “Is this
Arsenius " and they had to reply, “ Yes, it is indeed he.”

¢ Is this his hand which you have laid hefore the council ?”

They replied that it was.” Athanasius drew aside one fold of the long
clonk and showed Arsenins's 1ight hand, and afterwards he drew aside the
(_)ther fold and showd his left kand.  Then he <aid to the council, “ Arsen-
ins, as you see, is found to have two hands ; let my aceusers show the place
whence the third was cut oft.” In spite of this, the enemies of Athanasius
would not leave him alone; and the next year they prevailed on the
Emperor to (banish him far off to the city of Treves in Haul. But that
same year Arius died a sudden and awful death, and, hefore the next was
ended, Constantine appeared before God’s judgment seat.

It would take me a long time to tell, and you to read, of all the persecu-
tions and banishments of Athanasius, He suffered them all beeause of his
loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ. If he had been willing to abate ever so
little of the glory of the Saviour, the emperors that succeeded Constantine
would have made a great man of him; but God made him a greater man
than any or all of the kings of the earth were able to do. Twenty years of
persecution passed away, ﬁuring which he had been al'owed now and then

_ to remain in peace for a little time among his people, who always celebrated
his return from exile with great rejoicings. Then the emperor Constantius,
the third son of Constantine, who was an Arian, sent an army against him.
His people were assembled with him in a church in Alexandria, although
it was night, to worship God. Scme, who were outside as sentinels on the
watch, came into the assembly and told Athanasius that a general and five
thousand men, armed with swordsand clubs, bows and arrows, were coming
to take him prisoner and put him to death, according to the Emperor’s
orders. Athanasius sat still on his seat, and told one o%the deagons to read
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the 136th Psalm, while the people answered to every verse, “ For his mercy
endureth for ever.” As they were answering, the soldiers came into the
chureh, and the people about Athanasius begged him to leave them and
make his escape. But he offered a prayer to éod and thien dismissed the
congregation, for fear that they shouh suffer on his account. It is better,”
he said, ““for me to mcet the danger alome, than that apy of our people
should experience the least injury.” After the congregation, weeping
because of their bishop's great danger, had nearly all left the church, an
the soldiers stood round abvut him, thinking that he was quite safe in their
hands, some of his friends laid hold of him and hurried him guietly out.
When the officers went to the place where he had been sitting to take
him away, no Athanasius was there, so wonderfully had God blinded these
men. But, although Athanasius had escaped and was in safe hiding in the
Egyptian desert with others that had fled from persecution, many of his
people who loved Christ remained, and these endured dreadful sufferings at”
the hands of those who denied their Lord. The worst of their persecutors
was the new bishop, who had taken the place of Athanasius. He was an
Arian, a very wicked man, generally called George of Cappadocia ; and,
strange to say, it is this wicked persccutor of them that honoured Christ
who is the patron saint of Englaid. He is the famous St. George, and the
dragen thas he pierced was the holy Athanasius. What a pity that Christian
England should have its name coupled with that of this bad man and cruel
persecutor.

Two years later, and the whole of the Churches became Axian, while
those who honoured the Son equally with the Father had to flee info desexts
and far off places, where the rage of their enemies could not find them,
Many councils were called, and, although some good men who sat in them
gave their consent to doctrines which they did not understand because the
Arians had artfully worded them, most of the ministers were afraid of the
Emperor and denied their Lord, whilethey condemned His exiled servant,
Athanasius. Even his old friend Hosius, of Corduba, a bishop of Spain,
who had long stood side by side with him Dattling for the truth, signed an
Arian creed in his hundredth year ; and the bishop of Rome was glad to
buy peace with the Emperor by deing the same. He was all alone, it .
seemed.  So Elijah once thought, but God_told him that there were seven
thousand men in Isracl who had not bowed the knee to Baal, and doubtless
there were more than seven thousand in the world at this time who still
said, like Thomas to Jesus, * My Lord and my God.” But Athanasius felt
that God was with him, and “if God be for us ; who can be against us i
What if all the world was against him, the truth was on his side, and Christ,
for whose glory he suffered all, was his strength and his shicld. So he
spoke the true brave words, the like of which I trust we all will be able to
speak when we find ourselves alone on the side of truth against its enemies,
however many and wise and powerful they may be,—* I, Athanasius,
against the world.” What a spectacle for the angels in heaven was this one
loyal stout-hearted man alune standing up for Jesus, while Church and State,
bishops and emperor, all that was great and noble and learned 1n the earth,
stood up in arms against him ! And what a sight to inspire us as we look
ba_ck’;"t,hrough these fifteen long centuries and say, “I believe with Athan-
asius,

When Constantius died, he came back to Alexandria again; but Julian, the
new Emperor, who is called the Apostate because he became a Pagan aﬁqr
being educated in the Christian religion, banished him once more. “This *

—
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is a cloud that will soon blow over,” said Athanasius, as he went forth to.
exile, surrounded by his weeping flock.” “ The son of the carpenter is
muking a coffin for you,” answered an aged minister to Julian, who had
asked him why he should be afraid of Jesus, secing that He was only a
carpenters son, Julian went out to war with the King of Persia and a
jovelin laid him low on the field of battle. Some old writers tell us that
he filled his hand with the blood from his wound and threw it towarde
heaven, crying, “O Galilean, thou hast conquered.” Then Athanasius

returned from his last long bunishment. He was never forced to ﬁ{ fﬁl '
the

away after this, although another Arian emperor named Valens ordere(
prefect of Alexandria to break into his church with an armed band, and
caused him to conteal himeelf for four months in his father’s tomb. The
people had so learned to love the noble old man, that, when the Arians
again pressed the emperor to banish or kill him, they banded together foi
his protection, and Valens was afrid, and left him alone, One of the laet
things that we read of Athanasius doing was to put a man of great powel
and influence, the Governor of Libya, out of the Church, because he lived
a sinful and vicious life. As he honoured Christ, so he honoured the
Church of the Saviour, and would not allow the unholy and Eroﬁmo,
however high in ecarthly rank, to rtemain in her membership.
At length, worn out with lis many labours and trials, he fell
asleep in Jesus, we trust, to be honoured in heaven by Him who says
«Them that henour me, I will honour.” He died at Alexandria, in the
month of January of the year three hundred and seventy-three, just fifteen
hundred years ago.  Although all these centuries have gone over his grave,
there is not, among the great fathers of the Christian Church, a greener
memory than that of the boy whom we found playing the minister on the
s‘e.a ghore of the Mediterrancan-- Athanasins, now fruly one that shall never
aie.

Rlissionary Yntelligense.

L)
NOTE FROM REV. JAMES NISBET.
To the Editor of the *“Record.”

DEeAR Sir,—Will you have the goodness to notice in your next issve,
that cireamstances having rendered a visit to Ontario at this time absolute-
ly necessary, and as I must spend the present winter in the provinces, it
will give me great pleasure to visit such of the congregations of vur church
as may desire to have more full information respecting our mission to the
Indians of the Saskatchewan than it is possible to furnish by means «f
letters to the REcORD.

Meantime I may only state that before leaving the mission I had the

isfaction of welcoming the Rev. E. Vincent, and I am truly thankful
sat t at last a second missionary has been appointed.

Up to the time of my leaving, 32 families had settled around the mission,
all of which, with a very few exceptions, are cither Indians or balf-breeds.
The communion roll contains the names of 30 members, 12 of whom are
Indians; all the others except 5 are half-breeds.

A substantial church was built last summer with 120 sittings, which
n:l? be increased to 150. The attendance on Sabbath mornings 1« neatly
104, -in the afternoon, about 0.,
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In the settlement there are 40 children of school age, and 30 unpder
that age. 26 children attended school during the past year. At the time
of my leaving 8 children were kept by the mission, but since thay time [
have learned that two have returned to their parents ; those that are still
with us are orphans, and not likely to be romoved.

The fixed and movable property of the mission (including the church
j;st, er;:ct«ed) amounts in value to not less than seven thousand dollars.
($7,000).

The Indians are now generally well disposed towards the mission, and
there is evidence that not a few are convinced that ours is the hetter way,
g}ough as yet they are not prepared to come boldly out on the gide of

irist. RN
The ministers of congregations that wish to be visited will oblige by
communicating without delay, cither with yourself or with me, 50 that [
may be able to make appointments in such a way as to involve the leaat
possible expenditure o}) time and money in travelling.

(Address), REV.JAMES NISBET,
Toronto, Dec. 17, 1872. Oakville, Ontario.

FREE OHURCH MISBIONS.

In the December number of tne Free Church Record, Mr. Stevenspn,
of Madras, gives some intercsting notes of missionary travel in Southern
India. He bears testimony to the spread of English infidel literature among
educated Hindoos. The journal of & Jewish colporteur in Hungary, which
agpears in the same number, shows that the Jews have not altogether lost
the spirit of enquiry, and holds out encouraging hopes that many Israclites
may soon be found in the ranks of the Israelof faith. Mr. Wisely, of
Malta, writes of the great success of the Harbor Mission, the object of which
is to furnish the Scriptures and religious literature to the ships of all
nations which visit the ports of that ancient island. R

Sir David Baxter, of Kilmaron, Bart., has left the sum of $275,000 to
the missionary and other benevolent schemes of the Free Church.

Mr. McGregor, of Canterbury, New Zealand, gives the gratifying news
of the rapid spread of Presbyterianism in that province, and indeed through-
eut the whole colony.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS,

Thia vigorous parent Church is looking out for new fields to conguer in
the Japanese islands. The Foreign Mission Committee intends laying the
matter of this Mission before the patrons of missionary work in the Church
as it did in the case of the Indian and Chinese Missions, being
confident of a hearty response. The young people of the Church are to be
interested in the work, and much is looked for from their united co-operation.
A Now-Year’s _j‘uvenile offering has heen asked for on behalf of the Walden-
sian and Free Churches of It.aiy. The lattér of these churches, although
evangelical in doctrine, is unsettled in government, the present system
being an unhappy compound of Presbytery and Independency. This will
s0on be remedied. Mr. Shoolbred, of Beawr, India, reports the conversion
of Ram Dass, a Rajpoot priest. The following account v f his reception into
4he Church is interesting : — ' )
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“ When after my address I called upon Ram_Dass to rise and read a
statement, which he had prepared, of the gronnds of his change of faith
and desire of Christian baptism, very decp interest was aroused, and every
eye was flxed un our convert, After slowly rising and allowing his eye,
bright and steady with the light of firm resolve, to drink in all the detail,
of the crowded schoolrovm, as if secking to accustom himself to the un-
wonted scene and pusition, hie began to read in a voice clear and powerful,
showing scarce a trace of his recent illness. The paper, which of his own
accord he had prepared, had, on the previous day, been read over to me. I
exposed the falseness of the Ram Snch and other Hindoo religions, and the
impostures of their priests; briefly contrasted with them the simple and

ike doctrines of the Christian faith; and affirmed in language of glow-
ing enthusiasm the peace and satisfaction which the reception of that faith
had brought to his spirit—a peace and joy which neither as neophyte, nor

riest, had he ever known from his former faith and vaunted saintliness.

nowing the proneness of men in his circumstances to long-windedness,
was glad to assure myself that the reading of the paper would not occupy
much more than ten minutes, but to my surprise and chagrin, I found Ram
Dass treating it as he had been nccustomec{) to read his shasters. Every
sentence was made a text for along extemporaneous commentary, very gond
and telling Tadmit, and thoroughly enchaining the attention of his audi-
ence, but threatening to prolong the services till far on in the night. T was
therefore obliged, however re?uctantly, to cut him short, and ask him to
confine ])imsel? strictly to his written statement.

That finished, he responded in a firm, manly way to the questions of
the formula ; and having invoked the divine blessing on the solemn rite, |
baptized him into the faith of Christ, of which, God grant that he may ke
long spared to be a living witness and a powerful and successful preacher.
Since his bapti-m we have been much pleased with his quiet and consistent
conduct. The threatened return of his former ailment kept him weak and
unfit for & time for work ; but with growing strength he has heen eager to
cngage in some active service. Besides bazaar work, he is teaching the junior
classes of our orphan boys, and steadily preparing himself for teaching the
senior classes also. In this his aid has come most opportunely, as the grow-
ing activity of our lithographic press already demands James's almost un-
divided attention.”

ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN MISSIOXNS.

For the first time in five years the MessENGER is without news of the
Chinese Mission. It gives, however, the following notes upon the small
Indian .lission of the English Presbyterian Church :—

«It is some time since we have said anything about our small but not
unfruitful mission at Rampore Bauleah, in Rajshaye. The serious illnes
of our native missionary, the Rev. Behari Lal Singh, during last winter
threatened the discontinnance of our mission; but that period was
admirably tided over by the indefatizable labours of his wife, Mrs. Singl,
and since then the work has gone on as formerly. Behari, though aged I'y
his late illness, is in good Tealth, and is sanguine that there is spiritual
work being done which will appear hereafter. 1fe remarks in conneetion
with this, “When God’s servants are deeply and sincerely conscious of
their own insufficiency they are sometimes exceedingly near to the gladness
and power of God ”—a sentiment to which all true servants of God will
heartily respond.
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At an examinati.n of the girls in the orphanage lately, at which the
Lieutenant--Governor of Bcug:ﬁ happened to be present, there was a large
attendance of the peuple, and the following day a number of them ex-
ressed their desire that their own children might have the benefit of the
industrial training given to the orphans. This has opened to the mission-
ary and his wife a wide prospect of useful work in the district should the
means be supplied tu cnable him to extend this industrial and Christian
training.
Be%mri has passed through the rainy season without suffering in health,
Lut he is much in need of & furlough ; and both Dr. Murray Mitchell and
Mr. Fordyce, of Simla, urge on the Commitiee the necessity of obtaining
for him some relief. :

Genernl Beligions Antelligenre,

THE IRISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Certainly Joes nut seem to become more Protestant. No doubt at many
of its Diocesan Synods resolutions were passed expressing approval of the
labours of the Revision Committce. Bat in some cases the satisfaction
seemed rather with their moderation than with their thoroughness. And
there are indications that Ritualisin is making inroads and receiving sup-
port, especially in influential quarters.

At the opening of the Dublin Synod the Rev. Travers Smith preached
by special appointment of the Archlishup, and proclaimed the Real Pre-
sence, the Power of Absolution, Baptismal Regeneration, and Apostolical
Succession. A few of the clergy ventured to utter a protest. One of them
attempted to introduce a motion of disapproval intv the Synod, but the
Archbishop’s assessor ruled it incompetent, and Mr. Smith was elected to a
prebendal stall as a punishment for his Romanizing tendencies !!

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

Is still agitated by the Bennett judgment. The Rev.C. J. Bird, for twelve
years Vicar of Christ’s Church, West Fordington, has resigned his living.
The Rev. Capel Molyneaux received a hearty greeting at the Conference of
the Church Association. He expressed his belief that if the establishment
were broken up to-morrow, the evangelizal clergy would hold their own ;
but if they allowed things to go on for a few years as at present the Ritu-
alists and Romanists would have it all in their own hands. He was aston-
ished at the apathy with which the Bennett judgment was received. These
were words of true wisdom, but they met a poor response. The majority
of the Church Association and of the Evangelicals are utterly opposed to
gecession and disestablishment.

THE ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Is likely to fall in with the movement fur disestablishment in consequence
of the Bennett judgment. At a meeting of London Presbyterian ministers
and office-bearers, un the Sth instant, Dr. Fraser, in an able paper, declared
that Presbyterians must now pronounce fur disestublishment, “lecause
there seems tu be no other way to deliver the State from complicity in the
spread of deadly error, and to give the Protestantisin of England a clear
field and fair play.” Mr. Dykes, Dr. Edmond, and the rest of the mneeting,
woncurred in t{xis view of the matter.  The London Presbytery hasappoint-
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‘ed a cotmittee to consider and report what steps the Church ought to take
in conscquence of the Bennett decision.

RELIGIOUS STATIATICS IN ENGLAND.

The Nonconformist has been collecting and publishing statistics regard-
mng the comparative strength of the several denominations in the principal
towns of England. In the fourteen largest towns, excluding London, each
with a pnpuﬁttion of above 100,000, only 540 places of worship belong to
the Establishment, and 1,135 to the various Nonconfurmist bodies. Since
1351 the per centage of sittings fwrnished by the Establishment has declin-
ed from 42 to 40.2, while the per centage supplied by Nonconformiste has
wsen from 58 to 59.8. During the last twenty-one years the Tstablish-
ment b increased its sittings by 36.5 per cent,; Congregationalists by 46.3;
Wodevaus by 26.9; Romaaisty, by 63.7, Primitive Methodists, by 98.9;
and Pieabytetians, by 106, In twenty towns, with from 50,000 to 100,000
inhabitants each, the Eslablishment has 202 placea of worship, with 222,-
878 sittings; and Nonconformists, 809 chapels, with 443,565 sittings,
Since 1951 the proportion of sittings provided by the Establisti?
ment has fallen from 38.3 to 33.4 per cent., while the proportion provided
hy Nonconformists has risen from 61.7 to 66.6 per cent. The Church of
Eugland las inereased it sittings since 1851 by 40.9 per cent.; Cougrega-
tionalists, by 97.2; Baptists, by 63.6; Primitive Methodists, by 1i2.1; and
Presbyterians, by 258.2 per cent.

The following item is full of inferest in cunnection with the fact that
the first English Presbytery was formed at Wandsworth on the 20th of
November, 1572,

+- LoNDOK, W ANDSWORTH.—The first meeting of this congregation wa
held on the 7th Nov.—Rev. John Matheson, Moderator of Session, prosid-
ing. ‘There was an attendance of about 120, and the meeting was charze-
terised by a heartiness of tone which gives good ground for hope for the
future. A report from the provisious? committee, in which the history of
tise station was given in detail, was read and adopted. Resolutions were
proposed pledging the congregation to the erectivn of aChurch and evangel-
iatic work. The resolutions were proposed by memburs of the congregation,
and spoken to by Professor Lorimer, J. R. Robertson, Esq., and the Rev.
R. Taylor, Camberwell. The site of the proposed new Church is in Leba-
non Gardens, Morton Road. It is planned to accomodate 520 persons on
the ground-floor, and will cost about £5000.”

The American Minister at Peking has this winter acted nobly in fwo
cases. An American missionary had been beaten at Yu-chow, in N W, of
Chili-li. Mr. Low represented the matter at the Chinese Foreign Office. The
viceroy of the provinee, and Mr. Low’s private sccretary, Mr. Holcombe,
were deputed to investigate the matter. The culprits were convicted ; five
gentenead to wear the cangue, and other two fined most heavily. The other
256 Was a3 follows :—The Americaw Methodists bonght a temple in the
gouthern half of Peking. The mandarins of that juarter itaprisoned the
farmer awners and middlemen, and so the msssionaries gave hack the build-
g, After that they bought a property in the Bouvhaeller Street, in that
same quarter of Peking.  The mandarins again set to wotk as before.  The
misstonaries thereon complained to the Minister. He went to the Chingse
Fareimn Ofice ; and the Government ordered the prisvuncis to Le released,
and the propersy quickly made vver to the purchasers. The French Gov-
. ernment have also declated that they will permit no infringement of the
treaty ; 30 that the toleration caus is sefe. ¢
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Fome Ecclesiastioal Futeligence,

CALLS, &ec.

Rev. D. 4. McKuay has received a call from the congregation ot Latona;
Rev. R. Moodie has received and accepted 2 call from the congregation of
Stayner and Sunnidale; Rev. J. Thom, B. A., has received a eall from the
congregations of Port Perry and Prince .4 lbert; Rev. E. Cockburn has bees
called %y the congregation of Uxbridge; Rev.John McRobie has been called
by the congregation of Petrolic ; Rev. J. Ross, of Brucefield, has been called
by the congrgation of Indian Lands; Rev. W. Armstrong, M.A., has beer
called by the congregation of Poiat Edward. g

INDUcTIUNS.— Rev. W, Caven, Tilsorburyh and (wlloden ; Rev, D. D.
Mcleod, Ancaster and Bartun; Rev. J. L. Murmy, Hoodeills; Rev W.
Bennett, Springeille and Bethany Church; Rev. D. Taylor, Spencerville; Rev.
D. McDonald, .{2ther, Rev. R, H. Hoskin, Daadus; Rev. R. Fairbaim,
Oro, Essin Church, and Wellis Church.

CHURCHES OPENED.

Canrtwriasir.—The congregation of Cartwright, under the charge of
the Rev. C. Windel, bave eiected a neat and comfortable place of worship;
which was opened for the public service of God on Sabbath the 15th
ult., wheu\'cr]y excellent and appropriate sermons were preached—in the
morning, by the Rev. Johu Lwing, Mount Pleasant, in"the afternoun by the

astor of the congregation, il Rev. Wm, C. Windel, and in the cevening
Ey the Rev. Wm. Mitchell, of Milbrook.

The andience on ea h o casion was large and devout, but especially
in the evening wa- the church filled to its utmost capacity by a goodly re-
presentation of all the religivwe denvminationsof the neizhborhood.

In the afternoon and vveuning of the next day, a tea-meeting was held
in the drill-ched in Williamsburgh, when between six and seven handred
persons hal tea. Thereatter, the people were invited to the new B. (.
Chureh in the village, whizh ud been kindly offerel for their accommoda-
tion: and to a- many as ¢ uld il stan ling or #itting room, -pirit-stirring
and instructive addresses were delivcrcﬁ by the chairuan. the Rev'ds
Messre. Ewing and Mitchell, and the Reve W, Logun, M. A, lately minister
of the Church of England in Cartwright, but now of Foneln Falls,

The building committee have realized in connection with the opening
services, the very handsome amount of about six huandred dollars, which
will leave their church free of all lebt; and certainly, the minister and con-
gregation have reason to be cheered anl encouraged Ly the countenance,
sympathy and aid manifested taward them by the whole community around.
—Communicated.

Boxp Heap.—The new _huatch at Bond Head, erected during the last
season for the first Canada Pre.by tezian congregativn of West Gwillimbury,
under the pastorate of the Rev. W. Fraser, was vpened for Divine sexvice on
Sabbath the 15th ult. Able and eloguent discuurses were delivered
on the occasion, by theRev'ds Prufessors Gregg and Cuven, of Knox College,
Toronto—Professor Gregg preaching in the morning, frow Isaiah iv., b,
and Professor Caven in the evening, from Psalm Ixxxiv., 10 .

At both diets of worship, the house was crowded to its utmost capacity,
and in the evening a very considerable congregation not finding reom n
the new house, assembled in the o1d chwieh adjuining, whei. an additional
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service was kindly given by Professor Gregg.. The collection inaid of the
huilding fund amounted to $73 27.

The new chureh, the plan and specifications of which were furnished
by Smith and Gemmell, architects, Toronto, is built in the Gothic style, of
red brick, with white brick dressings. The outside dimensions are 56ft. by
35. A portion of the interior is partitioned off for vestry purposes—the
andience chamber being 43 fect hy 32. .

Altogether. the new cditice presents a fine appearance, and speaks very
creditably for the taste and liberality of the congregation.—Cont.

Scarsonro’.—The new and very handsome church erected by the con-
gregation of Knox's Church, Scarboro’ was opened on Sabbath, 20thult,,
the serviees Leing conducted by Rev. Johi Laing and Rev. D. . Fletcher,
cach of whom had formetly vecupied the position of pastor of the congrega-
tion. The congregations were large,and the services appropriate and im-
pressive.  The chureh, whichis of brick, with its elegant spire, is a promin-
ent object in the neighborhvod. It isin every way most creditable to the
congregation, and we trust thabt in taking possession of it, under a new
pastor, the comgregation will enter on a’fresh career of prosperity and
progress.

-

Rev. C. Cimisiquy.—In another part of the RECorD, a list appears of the
amounts received by Mr. Chiniquy while on his late tour.  Of the amount
received in Toronto, the sum of $25 was contributed by the Congregational
Church, Bond Street, through Rev. F. H. Marling.

Gotup StrzeTr, ToroNTo.—The annual missionary meeting of this
congregation was held on the evening of Monday, 16th. The proceedings
were highly interesting. From the report, it appeared that the sum of
81457 27 had Leen raised for the schemes of the church, and $1903 26 for
church extension in the ecity. In addition, the sam of $200 had been
raised for missionary objects by the Sabbath Schools connected with the con-
gregation, making a total of 83360 53,the contributions of the congregation
for objects outside their own bounds. Addresses were delivered by Prof.
Caven, Rev. W. Inglis, Rev. J. Nisbet, Rev. Dr. Waters, and Rev. J.Camp-
bell, M. 4,

KNOX OOLLEGE.—CIRCTULAR.

DEear Sir,—In the name, and by request of the Board of Management
of Knox College, I desire to remind you of the claims of that institution
upon the prayers and the liberality of the Church.  Its work is not in any
respect less important than that of the general and ordinary missionary
schemes of the Church ; yet, as doing that work quietly, and not so much
in the public view, it is apt to be overlooked, or at least not to receive
from: many that amount of support to which it is legitimately entitled.
The Board, therefore, as entrusted with the care of the financial affairs of
the College,expects that every minister, in presenting the claims of the Col-
lege, will take the opportunity of strongly recommending the same to the
sympathies and interest of his people. If this were attended to in our
?oillgreguti(ipsdgcnemlly, 1 believe that all that is necessary would be cheer-

ully supplied.
_ It is matter of congratulation tha¢ the income last year was larger than
in any previous ycar, amounting to $8394.67. It is surely not too much to
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indulge the coufident hope that this year there will also Le a corresponding
increase, so as to enable the Board not only to meet the expenditure, but to
clear off the floating debt of scveral hunda ed dollars, which still remains as
a burden upon the ordinary revenue,

The estimated expenditure for this yoar is

For salaries, 87,200
For other expenses about, 1,300
For debt at beginning of the year, 369

In all, §3,365

It will Le necessary then to aim at the sum of €9,000 for this year.
And if our congregations were to give au average amount of $30(not by any
means an unreasonable expectation), this aim would B attained.

Desides those in the literary classes, aud at the Cuivensity, as students
looking forward to the ministry, there are upwards o f 40 strietly theologi-
cal students,  From the charadter and attainments of these generally, there
s reason to entertain goud hopes as to their future usefulness, and as to
benefit to the Churceh, if God is pleased to spare them.

A deep and growinyg interest on the par of the people in our Theo-
logical Halls, would not only be a great encouragement to Loth professors
and students, but would assuredly he instrumental through the blessing of
God, in leading a larger number of devoted young men to give themselves
to the noblest of all services—the service of Jesus Christ in the ministry of
His gospel.  Not unly €0 the nicessities of onr own rapidly extending
Dominion demand this ; but the larger field, which s the world, presents

Jts urgent claim.  The Lord hath necd of them.
1 amn, yours respectiully,
ALEXANDER TOPP, Chairman of the Board.
Toronto, 18th December, 1872. ’

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE MONTREAL.
STUDENTS’ MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Annual meeting of the Students’ Missionary Society, Presbyterian
College, Montreal.

This society held its annual meeting on Saturday last, the 30th Nov.

After listening with pleasure to the reports read by the four mission-
aries employed by the socicty during the past summer, viz.: Mr. Amaron,
at deRamsay, Q.; Mr. MacGregor, at Summerstown, and South Branch,
Ont.; Mr. Pelletier, at Cambridge, Ont.; and Mr. MacLennan, at Alexandria,
Ont.; and also the Treasurer—Mr. Wellwood’s report, (which showed a bal-
lance on hand of $237 09, the receipts for financial year being $1007 90y,
the society proceeded to the election of officers for 1872-73.

LIST OF OFFICER'S NAMES,

President :—Mr. G. Gibson, M.A.

First Vice-President :—Mr. C. Brouillette.

Second Vice-President :—Mr. James Cameron, B.A.

Recording Sec. :—Mr. R. D. Fraser, M.A.

Treasurer :—Mr, James Wellwood. .

Cor. Sec.:—Mr. D. H. MacLennan, B.A.

Executive Committec:—3Ir. W. J. Day, B.A.; Mr. J. 3. Meclntyre;
Mr. D, MacRae ; Mr. T. Brouillette ; Mr. R. Watt, the above officers being
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members ex officio.  Our society is at present in a flourishing conditien, and
everything seems to augur well for 1its future prosperity. Owr mectings
which are monthly, arc well attended, and fitted to beget and prumote a
missionary spirit in those attending thereon. g

Yours truly, &e.,
D. H. MAcLENNAN,
Cor. Sec. Students' Missionary Society, Presbyterian Colleye, Montreal.

f
WEEK OF PRAYER, 1873.

The officers of the various branches of the Evangelical Alliance have
again issued an invitation for a week of united prayer ﬁxrotlgllont the world
from 5th to 12th January, 1873, The invitation is in the following terme.
Beloved Christian Brethren of all Nations, |

The time Las arrived for sending you our usual fraternal Invitution to
observe the Annual Week of Prayer at the commencement of the New
Year.

For the last twenty-six years God has put this honour upon His people
associated in the Evangelical Alliance, viz, to bring together in “ prayer
and supplication™ all, 1T every land, who call upon “the same Lord, both
theirs and ours.”

1t will be in the resembrance of many of you that at the formation
the Alliance in 1846, among the resolutions unanimously passed by that
ureat Assembly of Christians, of many different Nations which niet in Lon-
don, was the following :—

“ That it be recommended that the week beginning with the fin..

“ Lord's Day of January in vach year be observed by the members and

“ fyiends of the Alliance throughout the world, as a season for concest

“in prayer on lehalf of the grand objects comtemplated by the

« Alliance.”

That recommendation went forth throughout the world, and was at first
t0 a mere limited extent, but afterwards very gencrally adopted. In coa-
sequence, cach succeeding year has been ushered in with the simultaneous
offering of United Prayer in almost every land, by Christians of all Nations,
“agreed tou:hing the things they ask of God.”

Known to y.au ulv), Beloved Brethren, isthe still inereasing observance
of this Annual Week of United Prayer.  How hallowed and refreshing have
been the meetings of Christians of ¢every name united in Christ, and 1united
in the true Chureh of the living God. How remarkable also have been the
cevents of Divine Piovidence, continning our belief in the pronise, that the
united prayers of Gud's peoplé shell nexer be presented in vain. In peoof
of this, and as ealling for devout and grateful acknowledgment, we would
veature to remind you of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the
Cburches, more especially manifested in the religious awskenin and
revival which have visited diffevent land. ; the opening of doors “wide and
effsctual” for preaching the * Everlasting Gospel” in Italy, Spain, France,
Sweden, Austria, and elsewhere ; the overthrow of Slavery in America,
Holland, and Russia ; the weakening of Papal Supremacy, and of the power
of Antichrist among European Nations; and ‘the progress of rehr.;ggnus

iriking

liberty thronghout the world. Although we do not appropiate these s



THEB CANADA PRESBYTER!AN CHURCH. 23

il
passages in Divine Providence as the immediate or the special consequence
of our sapplications, no devout mind will fail to see in them grvat encourage-
ment to renewed prayer. “ Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God
Almighty. Thine is the greatness, and the power, and the vi. tory, and the
majesty ; now, therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious
name.”

Thus encouraged to continue the good work which the Church of
Christ has put its hand unto, we invite you in much affeetion and earnest-
ness to “ come boldly unto the Throue ol Uraee,” un suceeeding days of the
first week in January uext, te come in fellowship with all who leve our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, “remembering that His presence is promised
wherever two or more assemble in His name ; and that juassing cvents, and
the spiritual wants of all our Churches and of all Natious, call upon us at
this time to unite as ore h ot to ery mightily vnte the L1 § ever mindfd
of Hi~ sommand that supplications, pruyers, ant intcice-sions, and giving
of thanks be made for all men, for kiugs, and for all that ave in authority ;
for this is good and acceptable in the sight of God owr Savicur, who will
have all men to be saved, and tv evine unto the krowledge of the truth.”

THE FOLLOWING TOPICS ARE SUGGESTBEBD AS SUITABLE FOR EXIIOBTA'I..‘ION
AND PRAYER ON THE SUCCESSIVE DAYS OF MERTING :

Sunday, January 5.—SERMONS : Subject :—The foundation, sceurity, and
universal extension of the Christian Church.

Monday, 6.—DEvouT ACENOWLEDGMEXNT : — Remembrance of
God’s mercies to the Nation ; to Families, and to the
Churches ; Providential and spiritual blessings to
ourselves ; Confession of Sin.

Tuesday, < 7.—PRAYER :—for Christian Churches ; their increase in
love, activity, fidelity to the truth, and the clearer
manifestation of the unity in the faith ; for Ministers,

: Missionaries, and Evangelists.

Wednesday, « 8.—PRAYER :—for families; for sons and daughters of
Christian parents ; for a blessing on home influence,
and on the services and ordinances of ¢ the Church
of God;” for Schools, Colleges, and Universities ;
for Children at Sea or in Foreign Lands ; for young
men in business and professions ; for servants; an
for all in sickuess and tribulation.

Thursdey, ** 9.—PraYER :—for Nations; for Kings, and all in
authority ; for the maintenance of peace; for increase
. of righteousness ; for the spread of religious liberty;

for the growth of sound knowledge ; for contentment,
concord, and good will among all classes; for the
discernment of God’s hand in national judgments;
and for the removal of intemperance, immorality,
and the sins which are *“ a reproach to any people.”

Friday, .. 10.—PRAYER :—for Mankind ; for the circulation of the
Holy Scriptures, and the spr.ad of pure literature ;
for the overthrow of all forms of tyranny and oppres-
sion ; for the removal of every form of Antichrist ;
for all prisoners and captives ; and for the increase
of that Kingdom which is “ righteousness, peace,
and joy in the Hely Ghost.”
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Saturday, *  11.—Praver:—for Sunday Schools ; for Missionary,
Tract, and other religious societies ; for the raising
up and sending forth of more * labourers into His
harvest,” and for the removal of hindrances to the
spread of the Gospel, and the Conversion of the
World.

Sunday, ¢«  12.—SErMONS:— Let the whole carth De filled with His
glory. Amen, and Amen.”

Proceedings of Lreshyteries.

PRESBYTERY OF CoBoURG.—This Presbytery met at Port Hope on the 26th
of November.

Mr. Beattie's resignation of his charge at Campbeliford was first considered.
After Mr. Beattie had stated his adherence to his resignation, and after a state-
sent by the Treasurer of the congregation, the following motion was carried
unanimously :

That Mr. Beattic's resignatién be accepted, that the congregations of Percy
and Campbellford be now united into one pastoral charge, that the clerk be in-
structed to give an order on the agent of the church for $100, making up the
arrears of salary due to Mr. Beattie, and that Mr. Young preach at Campbellford
on the first Sabbath of December and declare the charge vacant.

The Presbytery next proceeded to dispose of the call to Mr, Murray from thea
congregation of Woodville. After the papers in the case had been read, and
commissioners from the Presbytery of Ontario and the cungregation of Woodrille,
as well as representatives of the congregations of Baltimore and Cold Springg,
had been heard, the members of Pres%yttry expressed thoir views. Mr. Murmay
then briefly addressed the court, stating in effect that he considered it his duty to
accept the call to Woodville, It was then unanimously resolved that Mr. Muiray
be loosed from his present charge and transferred to the care of the Presbytery of
Ontario, to be by them inducted into the pastoral charge of the congrgation of
Woodville.

The committee appointed to draw up a schedule of missionary meetings,
submitied & plan which was adopted and ordered to he printed.

Through inadvertence. Mr. {Irquhart’s resignation of his charge at Perry-
town was not noticed in a former number of the REcorn. The resignation wis
laid on the table at the September meeting of Presbytery.  Parties Thaving been
lieard, the case was considered at great length. 1t was tinally resolved, though
with much reluctance, and to the deep regret of all the brethren of the Presby-
tery, that the resignation be accepted and Mr. Urquhart released from his charge.
W. DONALD, Presbytery Clerk.

Presuvieny oF Torosto.—This Presbytery met on the 3rd inst., when
fhirteen ministers and five elders were present. A report was submitted and
read by Kev. J. M. Kg, from a committee appuinted at the foregoing mecting
to prepare a plan for holling mis fonary mectings throughout the bLounds in the
course of the winter.  The report was received and adopted, with instructions to
the committee that they have the report pninted and send copies thereof to the
various Sessions connected with the Presbytery. A petition was read from cer-
tain heads of families and others residing at Vivian and its vicinity, in the
township of Whitchurdh, praying the Preshytery to take steps for the erection of
a mission station in that locality, in connection with the congregation of Mount
Albert. After some consideration it was moved and agreeﬁ to appoint Rev. J.
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Dick and Mr. Fotheringham to visit said locality, to make enquiry anent the
propriety of the step proposed, and to report to a subsequent meeting.  Professor
Caven reported that, after due notice, he had gone and preached to the congrega-
tion of Weston, and moderated in a call which was in favour of Mr. Robert Pet-
tigrew, preacher of the Gospel. The call was read, and was found to be signed by
35 members and 34 adherents. The call was sustained, and put into the hands
of Mr. Pettigrew, by whom it was acee pted. - The moderator and the clerk were
appointed a committee to assign to Mr. Pettigrew subjects of trial for ordination.
1t was agreed that the Presbytery meet at Weston on the 8th of January, at 10.30
a.m., to receive Mr. Pettigrew’s trials, and proceed with the services of his or-
dination at 2 p.m. The resignation by Rev. R. Monteath of the pastoral charge
of York Mill and Fisherville was accepted. The Presbytery expressed their high
regard for the Rev. R. Monteath, and their best wishes for his welfare and con-
tinued usefulness. The following is the minute adopted by the Presbytery :—

The Presbytery take this opportunity of expressing their high regard for the
Rev. R. Monteath as a Christian brother, having frequently experienced in their
intercourse with him his kindness and courtesy, and that a charity which thinketh
o evil, which rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth most in the truth ; asa
minister, who has been for so many years in connection with the Church, in the
land of our fathers, and in this land, they would bear testimony to his faithful-
ness in preaching the gospel, to his patience in enduring hardship as a good
soldier of Christ, and to his numerous and unwearied labours in the cause of the
Master ; as the clerk of this court, they have to bear testimony to his diligence,
faithfulness, and punctuality, and in respect to the manner in which he has kept
the records, they have to exgress their high approval of his despatch and accuracy.
And in conclusion, the Presbytery express tﬁeir hope that the way may soon be
opened up for Mr. Monteath to enter again into the active service of the Chureh,
in some sphere which God in his providence may appoint. It was agreed that
Mr, Monteath be continued meanwhile as clerk of the Presbytery. Rev. Mr.
Reid introduced the case of Rev. Donald Fraser Sage, a licentiate of the Free
Church of Scotland, and son of the late venerable Mr. Sage, of Kesolis, who had
arrived lately in this country. It was agreed to receive Mr. Sage as a proba-
tioner of the Church.

PrespyYrERY OF PARis.—This Presbytery met at Woodstock on 17th ult
We give the following items of business transacted. Arrangements were made
forinduction of Rev. W. Caven as pastor of congregations of Tilsonburgh and
Callodin. On the reading of a circular from the Presbytery of Manitoba to the
effect that they would, at the next meeting of the General Assembly, ask leave to
receive, as a minister of this Church, Rev. N. McDougall. of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland, it was agreed to
correspond with the Presbytery of Manitoba for fuller information.

A circular letter from the Presbytery of Brockville was read with reference to
the reception of Rev.J.Douglass of the Congregational Body, and Mr. Boyd of the
American Presbyterian Church. A very favourable report of a congregation
being formed in Burford was presented. The report was received and a committec
appointed to organize the congregation, which is to be connected with Mount
Pleasant, at present under the charge of Rev. T. Alexander. Rev. W. Reid was
nominated as moderator of next General As:embly. Rev. J. McTavish was
nominated as mission agent. Notice was given by differcnt members that at next
meeting there would be nominated for the chair of Systematic Theology in Knox
College, Rev. W. McLaren, Rev. J. McTavish, and Rev. W. A. Hodge, of Al-
leghery.  On application the Presbytery unanimously restored Rev. S, Balmer t
memtership in the Church.

PRESBYTERY OF SrRATFORD.—This Preshytery nict at Mitchell ou the 17th
December for ordinary business.  Out of sixteen miinistors, tw lve were present,
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together with four elders.  Session Records not yet produced were again ordered
for examination. By circulars Presbytery was informed of the intention to apply
for nermussion to receive as ministers of this Church Mr. Neil McDougall of the
Kirk, Mr. James Douglas of the Congregational Church, and Mr. Boyd of the Ameri.
can Presbyterian Chureh. A scheme of missionary meetings was adopted. A,
Mitchell presented an instructive statistical report, of which a summary was
ordered to be printed for circulation anwng the congregations, 'The deputations
about to address missionury meetings were instructed to submit for consideration
the importance of congregational Libraries, and to urge the duty of hearty co-oper-
ation in the general work of the Church.  Mr. Drummond gave mnotice that at
next meeting he would move that the ordinary 1neetings of Presbytery be held at
(iratford ; and Mr. Musgrave, that commissioners to General Awsembly be elected
¥y ballot. The name ot the congregution ab Stratfurd was changed to ‘ Knox
Clwrch, Stratford,” and Presbytery gave ats sanction to mertgaging its church
property to secure money for paying debt thereon. A Presbyterial Conference
was held on Subbath school work, which was opened by Mr. Hamilton reading a
paper on the subjeet. He was requested to publish it, and procure 3000 copies
for circulation among the congregations, A committee was appointed to prepare
sugaestions for the improvement of Sabbath Schools. A motion of condolence
with M. Hall on the decease of his partner in life was adopted. ~The clerk stated
that Mr. Hall, being unabie to be present, had requested him to lay before Preshy-
tery the overture he had intended to propose. 1t was laid on the table till next
neeting, and is as follows:  Whereas, considerable dissatisfaction is believed to
¢xist on aecount of the present 1acthod of appointing the standing committees of
the Chureh, and whereas, it is believed that the interest of its members and
office-bearers in its affairs would be promoted by some change, it is therefore
humbly overtured to the venerable, the General Assembly of the Canada Presby-
terian Churel, that it would adopt the following, or other such rules as it may
deem requisite. First : That the nominating committee shall consist of one
member to be appointed by cach Presbytery—the convener to be designated by
the moderator.  Secoad : That the uominating committee shall submit a list of
the standing colnmittees as proposed for the ensuing year, and also an alphabetic
list of all the nuames contained in the same, together with the names of the various
committees on which they are vespectively placed, and shall cause these lists to
be posted in the hall of the place of meeting not later than the first Friday of
assembly.  Thesd : That the assembly siall vote the standing committeds on the
next Wednesday.,  The remit on the standing of retired ministers was approved
simpliciter.  Mr. Gordon gave notic e that at next meeting he would move that
Alr. John McTurish of Woudsiock be nomiuated Profussor of Systematic Theology
in Erox College.  Mr. Thomas Mclheson was nominated moderator of next
General Assembiy.  Preshytery adjviizel to meet for ordinary business at Strat-
ford on the second Tuesday of Murcl uext at eleven o’clock, :
JOHN FOTHERINGHABM, Clerk,
PrESES fRRA OF S1Mcus. —Tis Probytey uiet in the Burie Proshyterian
Church, on the 17tk Docember, 2t 11 oclo k aam. Flevn ministers and four
elders were preseat.  The chief itue of business wer» as follows - — & eall was
submitted frora Stayn-. and Sunnidale in favour of Mr. R. Maodie, 11t~ of Tecum-
seh, and was sustainedl. A stipend of §600 besides a free house was promised.
(Mr. Moodie has aceepted the call).  The state of the Muskoka Mission was con-
sidered ; nd since, from ghe poverty of the people, the students who laboured
thers last summer, have only been partially paid, the Presbytery resolved to effect
a temporary loan to pay up the students’ claims, The next ineeting was
appointed for the first Tuesday in Mareh next, at 11 o'clock a.m., in the Barrie
Presbyterian Church.  Steps were taken to effect the payment of a sum of money,
due by Guthrie Church, Oro, to the Rev. M. Fraser, of Barrie. An application
from, Willis Charch, Oro, for a supplement of $50 was recommended to the
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General Assembly’s Home Mission Committee. Proceedings were taken for the
bl of raising the stipend of each minister within the bounds to a minimuan:
of 3600 and a manse.

A new station, named Duun's Settlement, opened by the Rev. Thos, McKee,
in the township of Essa, was entrusted to his charge. The Records of Sessions
were orderod to be laid on the table at next meeting.

Mr. D. B Cameron gave notice of an overture to the CGieneral Assembly to bo
szbmilted at next meeting, anent the appointment of the Rev. J. McTavish, as
Professor in Knox College. Mr. G. Burnfield gave notice of « similar overture,
n‘sﬂccting the appointment of the Rev. J. M. King, M.A., as Professor in Knox
College. The Preshytery approved of the appointment of a missior ageut and of
the duties Inid upon him by the Goneral Assembly, and unanimously nominated
the Rev. R. H. Warden, of Bothwell, as said agent.

The report of the Sabbuth School Convention, held last September in Barrie,
under the direction of the Preshytery, was read, and thanks were tendered to the
Committee of Manugement., JOHN GRAY, Purs. Crurk.

Gonmunications.

———

ST. ANNE MISSION.

Mg. Eprror :—It has been my privilege, these last two months, to
visit 26 congregations, in order to be enabled to continue the Evangelical
work which the Providence of God has trusted to my fechle hands, and the
inclosed. aid will speak muore eloquently than my words of the Christian
liberality of the dear brothers and kind sisters whom I have addressed:~—

Oodorich voovvveeereiiicssnneneeene. $26 00 Finch, South.......ccooovvnnn..... 17 00
Smith Hill.. ... 12 .00 Vankleekhill... v, 28 65
Clinton ... 30 8 Indian Lauds............ c.......... 16 10
Seaforth ..... .. 2500 Kenyon .........ccccevvvnnnnnnnn . 730
Brucefield o 1700 Kirk Hill ..., 97 70
Milbank............ ... .. 26 00 Alexandria.. ........ e e 14 20
Cromarty ...... vooeeeeee .. 32 25 Martintown ... ccooeeieeenn. 3 00

Fu ... 1600 Lancaster............cccceceee. ... 24 00

Avonbank... .. 83 00 Napanee.......ocoo. s eeeee. 7 00
Shakspeare.... -« 11 70 Hamilton ......................... 44 80
Agincowrt .....oviiiiiiiinnaninn, 112 00 A friend, through R. Byrne .. 4 00
Tapenburg... .......... ... ... 24 00 St. Catharine’s ..................... 30 50
Colquboun...........coceeiennnnn. 22 00 Toronto . . 104 60
Morrisburgh .....ovvieninns il % 30 00 London .......... ... ... 20 00

Allow me to thank and bless them publicly.
77 One of the objects of my hard labour of these last two months was to
" be enabled to pay what remained due for the incessant prosecutions with
which the Bishops of Rome had hoped to destroy us and paralyse our
Evangelical work. As the only reason they had to prosecute us Wa? the
hope that, sooner or later, we would be completely ruined ; and that, being
wable to defend oursclves, we would be condemned, though innocent, we
have every reason to hope that they will cease those shameful and cruel
suits, for they will see the stern determination of the Protestants to defend

their sacred cause.

Yours traly,

St Anne, Kankakee Co., 11k, Nov. 25, 1872, C. CHINIQUY.

s
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Aotices of Lublications.

Tnp PRESBYTERIAN QUARTERLY AND PRINCETON REVIEW, OCToBeR,
1872,

The first article in this October number of the Presbyterian Quarterlyis
from the pen of Dr. Henry Neill, on ¢“ The Righteousnessof God” as'set
forth principally in Paul’s Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, &e. Dr,
Neill is “ compelled to aver that the ¢ Rightcousness of God’ referred to is
that righteousness of which God is the author ; which gave character to the
life, and made inexpressibly valuable the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, as the
Son of God beeame obedient unto death ; a righteousness demanded by
justice and satisfying it ; and which, when revealed to a believing soul, is
revealed as belonging to it by divine constitution and lordly gift ; and as
truly as if wrought out by itself, securing for it salvation and everlasting
life.” Dr. Neill objects to the definitions of McKnight, Barnes, and others
of the governmental school, deems that of Moses Stuart too narrow, and
that of Lange and Olshausen,who embrace in it regeneration and sanctifica-
tion, too broad ; but agrees with Calvin, Haldane, Chalmers, and Hodge.
Professor Welsh, of Union College, Schenectady, contributes a second paper
on Faith, its plan and prevogative. He is led to combat the views of
Spencer and Mill and the whole school of Positivists whom Comte called
into antagonismi to natural and revealed religion.  His arguments are those
of morality and moral fredom, of order and design, of universal helief, and
of the affirmations of reason. On these he establishesa place for faith in
God. A subject of a totally different character engages the attention of
David Magill, of Princcton, “Florentine Philosophy in the days of the
Medici.” In his interesting essay he passes in review the Greek Platonists
Gemistius Pletho and Cardinal Bessarion, Marcilius Ficinus, and the
martyr Saronarola who taught him to preach the gospel, whom the writer
shows to have been no mean philosos)her. The Rev. G. 8. Mott, of Flem-
ington, N. J., takes for the title of his paper, “ The Annihilation of the
Wicked,” and places at the head of it the names of five books by Landis,
Hudson, Bartlett, George, and Constable, attacking or upholding the theory,
Mr, Mott traces the theory from Origen downwards. He shows that the
fundamental principles of the system are ; 1st, that God did not endow
man with a soul essentially immortal ; and 2nd, that the grand and final
penalty of sin is extinction of being. These two propositions Mr. Mott
very satisfactorily proves to be false. “John Wesley : his character and
opinions” is contributed by Professor Gillett, of the University of N. Y.
It is a review of Tyerman’s Life and Times of Wesley, which has already
occupied the attention of the Edinburgh and British Quarterly Reviews.
The sixth article is the first part of an outline of Dr. Dorner's system of
theology. It bristles with scientific terms which, though valuable for the
clags-room might possibly furm unpopular preachers if too closely adhered
to. The Rev. Asa S. Colton, of Brinceton, on Japan, gives a pleasing
sketch of Japanese politics and religion. Another historical article follows
by the Rev. Tillman C. Trowbridge, missionary in Central Turkey—*The
Early History of the Ottoman Turks,” from the days of Ortogrul to the fall
of Constantinople. The notices of contemporary literature, theological and
literary intelligence, are as usual complete and full of interest.
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STUDENTS' MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MbN’l‘REAL.

Statement of contributions received by this Society during the past summer :
By Mr. D. Campbell,

L

[

Donald McCrae,

Chas. Brouillette,

John Allan,
Finlay A. McLennan,

C. B. Amaron,
(Missionary),

E. D. Pelletier,
(Missionary),

John Melntyre,

G. Munro,
J. Wellwood,

G. Gibson.
W. M. McKibbin,

D. H. McLennan,
(Missionary),

Hugh McGregor,
(Missionary),

N. McPhee,

G. McKay,

A. B. Cruchet,

T. Brouillette,

. D. D. McLennan,

H. Sinclair,
J. M. McAlister,

Wm 0. Soucy,

from

4

3

Riviere du Loup......ccoee . $28 00
Chateauguay .... -
Indian Lands ...
Rockburn .. ...ocoouviennnnnn
45 66
Grand Freniere ......... ... 21 25
Belle Riviere .... 5 00
St. Eustache .... 2 00
St. Therese ....... 3 00
31 25
Leeds, Quebee ................ 17 23
Lake Megantic .. ...... . 19 00
South Winslow .. ... ..... 9 00
28 00
De Ramsay ..o e, 50 50
Cambridge, col. by Miss J.
Cameron .oooien oo 14 00
{ Woodville ...ecuvnnernnnnnee. 61 00
{ Col. by Mies M. Hunter., 36 25
97 25
N. & C. Bruce......oeeerunnens 72 00
Montreal ....... .
z Gananoque
Montreal......ccoeevinies v o0
Cote des Neiges ...... ........ 22 50
( Alexandria .................. 60 00
{I(I?rlg)ngarryl
SOriginal ...l
| East Hawkesbury ...... Ef_'_]_o 164 70
Vankleek Hill .. .. .....
§ Summerstown and
¢ North Branch.. ....... «, 123 00
Lochiel.....ccovveeen v . .. 6 00
Euphemia 26 02
Howick cerense. 200
{Chrysostome e e e 200
—_— 400
3 50
Lucknow... ... ....
Teeswater............... ..
——— 24 03
Lingwick, 18 07
Danville......... ............ 11 00
Inverness...........cooeuuiees 4 50
15 00
Quebec.....coeneeenn... 19 00

J. WELLWOOD, Treas., S.M.8.
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MONEYS RECCIVED BY WARDEN XKING, MONTBEAL, BINOE JULY.

BUILDING ¥UND.

George Rogers ..o $300 00
Fdward MeRay......ooooon

John Mcl.ennan .
Jadge Torrance ..

Ales, Clerk .

R. B]aokhum .................... 2
Prescott Congregation ... ... .. 17 00
David Robortson ........ . 30 00
James Ogilvie . L 20 00
Jamos ROSS ... oo cere o 20 00

James Russell e e .. oo
THomas White .. ...ooooonn 3 50
James Middleton .. ... ... . 10
David McKay “

H. J. lohnstone ...
J.J. Roy
T. J. Higgins ...
Mrs, Cochrane .........
Q. 1. Wood, M.D.
M. Dickson
George Thompson...
James Gill ...
Mrs. Jane Redpath .. .. ... .
Wm. Robb....o..coes o
D. T. Fraser ...... ...

Alex. Mutchmor ... .
Alex. McDougall ......... ...,
James Court
James McLaven
John Sterling
John Watson... .... ...
Alex. Walker
J.C. Holden ... . ...
W, Chalmers............
W. Young.
€. Bailie.. ..

TUEOLOGICAL CHATLR.

R. Blackburn ... ... ... RITT
Prescott Convrov.mou ............ 8 09
Darie & Sont .. ....oovininl 10 00

James W. Russell.... ... s 10 00
James Hyde ... ... ... ..
Rev. W. MclLaren

Hiram Robinson ........ wees 1900
A. MeKinnon .. ... . .. 10 00
Mrs<. Dr. Boyd ...oovveviio 10 00
John McArthur.. ... ............. 100 00
W. & D. Yuile . . 50 00
Peter Redpath . . 400 00
J. M. Garland ... . 25 00
Alex. Mutchmom .......... 20 00
Hon, M. Cameron ............ ... 10 00
ORDINARY REVENUE,
Kennebee Road . e e 5 50
Knox Church. Ottawa ......... 106 387

Peter Dodds .. ..... .. ...

T. & R. White .. . . 6 00
W.&D. Yuile.. ... 50 00
St. Peter Cong., Madoc .. 30 90
A. Robertson.. [ 43 50
Waddington ..........eeeee 50 00
ENDOWMENT FUND,
James Inglis ... 24 60
J. C. Becket . ... 26 00
A. Robertson ... ....... s 310 50
FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.
Sabbath School Class, Mrs. P,
Mclaren..... ..ceiveneenen... 3 25
W. Harkness, Missouri . .. 500
w. Andcrsou, Sabbath School.. 5 00
St. Therese ...... . covveernnrn.s 30 00
Presbytery of Ottawa ......... . 1500
Krox Church, Warwick 270
Chalners’ Charch 2 65
Nepean ..........oee o u 700
SCHOLARSHIP FUND.
Mra. P S Rosseviniins e, . 50 08
BURSARY FUND.
Rev. G. H. Wells, ... 1500
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MONEYS RECEIVED UP TO 21st DECEMBER.

ASSEMBLY FUND.
Toronto, Gould Street
Clinton
Beaverton
Paris, Dumfnes Street..
Saldfleet ..

............................

€aiBLOT ..ot it e
HOME MISSION.

Richmond .. . ... coovvvieerneee. 925
Qentre Bruee ..vvveeicieiines ceeenn 4 33
Raris, Dumfries Street............ 100 00
Hember Knox Ch., Toronto. .. 4 00
Columbus ....ccocvren eeeennes e 36 50
Kirkwall ........ . ...... 60 00
Owen Sownd, Division St. ... 31 45
James Nxchol bal. of Legacy... 50 00
B O i 5 50
North ‘Gower and Gloucester

Thankoffering ........ ......... 14 00
Lucknow ...... coeenennns .. 3700
Hespeler...... oveen ceivennees conn. 325
Wellandport ......oooeeein v e 3 68
Saint Anns ... 412
Wroxeter ... o.oovevnrienveniineenans 9 50
Lisadel ...... 4 50
Fden Mills.....ccooo.. i 6 70
Chippawa .. e .. 500
Hastings.......ccoeeeen o .. 825
merook S. School . 6 00
Guelph, 1st ..o Ll 45 00
Montreal, Chalmers’ Ch. . 12 49
Teeswater & Eadies’............... 13 00
Lden Mills & Rockwood ...... .. 6 85
Ivy, Cookstown........co.uee. . 169

WIDOWS’ FUND,

Streetsville uovviiiiiin i 10 00
Fast Tilbury 4 80
Mille Isles... ...... 771
Toronto, Gould Street. 48 00
Shakespear.... 11 30
Nairn Church 5 60
Thames Road....... .. ... . 12 75
Kirkton .. e . TS
Duff’s Ch. MLKIUOP ........... 4 25
Member, Knox Ch., Toronto.. 2 00
Jarves,. e 4025
Ashburn & Utx«.a .......... 24 00
Wellington Square ..... ... .. 510
Framosa. e 3 50
Paris, Durnfries Street 20 00
Waddington, New Yoxk ..... . 20 62
Lucknow ..... ... 11 00
Saltfiect 2 41
Binbrook .......ccoc. iis ceeieeeeee 8 56

With rates from Rev. T. S. Chambers,
Rev. J. Davidson, Rev. Wm. Grabam,

Rev, L. Cameron, Rev. A. A. Drum-
moad, Rev. Archd. McLean, Rev. Henry
Gracey, Rev. A. McDiarmid, Rev. X.
Hamx{‘,on, Rev. A. D. McDonald Rev,
Patrick Gray, Rev. John Mornson,
Rev. James Middlemiss, $24; Rev.
James Pnnile, Rev. G. Brcmner Rev.
J. Hastie, Rev. W. Scott, Rev. J. M.
Gibson, Rev. J. Morrison, Waddington,
Rev. R. M. Thomton, $16; Rev..J,
Fotheringham, Rev. John (:my, Kev.
A. Kennedy, Rev. A. Dawson, Rev.
George Cheyne, Rev. William Meldrun,

ForricN MissioN.
Lnghsh Settlt, S. School ..
Proof line S. School..

5 48
4 04

Belmont ......coccven vveiin v 24 25
Member of Allan Settl’t Cong.. 50 00
Huntersrille 8. School for Sas-
katchewan ...........c....oevs 2 50
Kuox Church, Ayr China........ 15 00
Member of Knox ¢h Toronto.. 2 00
Columbus .......cecoe veveennne 28 00
Eramosa S. School for Saskat’ o 4 50
Do do for China. . 4 00
i 31 60
9 60
150
Ayr Stanlcy st 8. School, China 12 75
‘Warrensville S. School Saskatm 6 52
Balance of Legacy, Jas. Nichol 350 00
North Gower and Gloucester
Thank-offering......... e 14 00
Wakefield ... 31 85
Binbrock S. Schoo] .......... ... 600
Lachute Henrys’ Church......... 22 32
AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS FU'ND.
COoOKSLOWR ... evveveeereieneieinns 2 45
Fullarton...ccoe. v coeiniinin e 10 00
North Gower and Gloucester
Thank-offering ......... ... 6 00
Rev. A. Kennedy.............. .. 10Q
KANKAKEE MISSION.
Mille Isles.....oovveeiiniienens o 3 90
Warrensville Franceston . ...... 20 34
Cookstown .. 165
Knox Lhumh Ayx 17 00
iend ...oooeennnen ceens ... 100
Smxths' Fulls . 22 62
Shakes . 20 99
Nairn blmrch 8 0v
Member Knox Clmrch Toronbo 2 00
Kirkwall..
Cambray....... cinees
Friends at Indian Lands.........
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Wroxeter ...oooviiviininiiieiiinn, 25 40 Essa, first..co.oiiiiiniien. 8 00
Lisadel....cocoovvinvinnenn ciiee e o 460 Ivy.. ... . 268
North Gower and Gloucester Mille Isles. 2 60
Thank.offering ............... 14 00 Huilet... 8 50
Egmondville.......cco.... . 800 (,ooLstown 180
Miss McDonald 5 00 Ayr Knox Church....... 14 51
Lunenburg & East Osnabruck.. 15 50 Clinton............ ... . 1200
Culross....coovvvnninrnnniiniieneniinn. 10 25 Kenyon .. .. 500
Dumburton 10 00 Vullcyﬁeld & St.” Louis de Gon-

Wakefield. . 10 00 ZBGUC... evees crrinreneninns cae
Grimsby .. 6 36 Shakespear ... .....c..cccccennnnne
Muirs Settlement. 2 64 Verulam and Bobeaygeon........
Eden Mills......... 8 00 Knox Church 8t. Vincent..

4 40 Manilla ..

Binbrook 8. School
14 53 Member Knox Church Toronto 200

Lachute Henry’s Churc

Kast Gloucester..... . . .... 600 English Settlement................ 1Y 80
FRTTET) | DRSS 6 00 Proof line......coovoveeencinnnennnnns 6 83
Eramosa......ocoovevieeniiininanne 12 00
KNOX COLLEGE. Do 8. School..... e 300
Westwood coooveeeeeereeiieaneee 4 75 Kirkwall .. oo 10 00
North Bruce..co.cevcevnnenennnnnns 11 50 Paris Dumfrxes Street ...oovreins 25 00
Member Knox Church Toronto. 4 00 Georgetown.......ccovvevernrnenn... 16 00
Cookes’ Lhurch, Toronto......... 75 00 LimMEROUSE ..vvovr vorvorionariasns 5 50
Nassogaweya ... sreecemne. 16 00 North Gower and Gloucester
Lucknow .. .....coeeenee. ... 50 00 Thank- oﬂ'enng 14 00
Dumbarton .....coveieiiniin, 10 00 Kilbride .. 300
I)umb'u'ton 12 00
FRENCIHl EVANGELIZATION, Eden Mills .... 300
Streetsville .covovveicieeeeeie oo § 6 530 Pakenham 9 00
'I‘nlsonburgh ............. ... 38 06 J.G. Lindsay on act. of bequest
Culloden. . 2 94 per Dr. Clark.... ... 10 60
Stornngtou .5 84 Birbrook S. School . 439
Pittsburgh.....cooo voeeeeiivinnl 2 41 Saltfleet. ... i 3 89

BEOEIPTS FOR RECORD UP TO 22nd DECEMBER.

Mrs. B., Prescott, 81 ; J. McL., Williamstown, 50c. ; D. C. M., $1.20,
H. McD., 60(, D. R, 8L 80 Martintow n; A S, Esq, West McGllle
$1.80; G. F. B T(nonto, 50¢. ; Rev. W. C., 600, J. Q. 60c., Valleyﬁeldy
Mrs, H Laol\ut,e $1; Rev. A, MclL, Strmane, 60c. ; M. J Bmtonvxlle,
60c. ; Rev. J. I. Mille I des, 60c. ; A, R., Turtle Lake, 60c Rev. A
\IcD Seafor th,Sl R. J., Woodbridge, GOL, ; Miss M. S, Toronto, 50¢. ;

Pnrplevxlle, boc . N J., Leuton, 600 ; J. W, Thxstleto“n, 60c. ; G.
W W').lpole 6te. 3 J. W, J'u'\es, 6oc. ; D. MceG., Pomt Fortum, 81, 25
J. O Sable, 60c.; Rev. P. G, 50c.; J. H, btran"ford 35¢. ; WL T
Toronto, 50c. 5 S. A. .y Aldbro, 60c. ; W, M, vacnhurst, 60c. ; ; W. R. T
Port Dalhousie, $1.25 ; A. N. Toronto, oOu ; G.F R, \Vf\ddm"ton, $060
W, McG,, Prince Albert, 35¢. ; 4. McK.; South /orr'a, 50c. ; 3. H., Saint
Leboire, $1°> H. P, \Vardsvﬂle, 60c, ; J. L., Clachan, 81 D, MecL.,
(Clachan, §2; J. McK,, Rodnev 60c. ; D. MeN., 60¢., D. ‘\[cG $1.20, B
Q., 60c., . 1., 8220, Aldboro’ ; ; R 'I‘ SE‘IfOI‘th Q}2) H. M Holen,
600 R MelJ., 'lomntu, 50c. ; A. D. Beme 60e.; J. D 60c., J McG,,
60¢., D Mel,, C60c., Milton ; J. Y., Amamnth, 81.50; Re\' A. K., Dum-
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