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NOVA SCOT!A, NEW BRUNSWICK, & ADJOINING PROVINCES.

YOL. XXI.

JANUARY, 1878.

Neoe. 1.

*Ir I rora®Y TREE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET ITS OUNNING."~Ps, 137: 5.

1874—1878.

WE have approached another era fn our
history—passed another mile-stone in the
Jjourney of life, and are travelling, with
harried steps, over the highway of 1873.
What we sre to meet on the march is
known ouly to the Omniscient One ; whether
we will be permitted to reach its utmost
limit, is more than human wisdom can pre-
dict. Bat, come what may, ot this we are
fully persaaded—that ““all things work to-
gether for good to those that love God.”

The scason is an appropriate one for
wlemn reflection and self-examination.
When the mind wanders back over the
twelve months that have just closed, and
reviews the record of our lives, we see much
for which to thank God—the smiling of His
countenance, the plenitude of His boanty,
the greatness of His forbearance, the won-
ders of His love~much, also, to lament
over and reprove ourselves for. Have we
done “that which it was our duty to do ¢”
Have we obeyed the voice of God in His
Word and in His providential dealings with
ust Have we lived up to our privileges?
Have we taken advantage of the means of
grace, the ordinances of the Gospel, the dif-
ferent spheres of usefulness thas have been
opened up for us in our various walks of
liet Have we given bread to the hangry,

the ““ cap of cold water’ to the thirsty, or
clothed the naked, or visited the sick, or
comforted the dying, whenever God, in His
Providence, gave us the opportunity ¥ Have
we fulfilled our obligations to each other?
Have we done justly, as well as loved
mercy * Have we made our light to shine,
or kept its rays obscured * Have we, in our
intercourse aud dealings with others, ex-
hibited the christian graces or the devil’e
canning? Have we influenced others for
good or for evilt Has our cenduct been
such as to make them ‘‘ take knowledge of
us that we have been with Jesus,”’ or such
as to cahse them to resolve that they would
rather have to do with an infidel than a
professing Christiant Have weever caused
the angels in Heaven to cover their faces at
the iniquity of omr ways? God forbid,
Then, is the world any the better for our
being in it last year?

How have we served our Redeemer?
What proportion of our time, talent, sub-
stance, have we devoted to the promotion
of His cause in the earth? How many
times has our pew becn vacant? How often
have we failed to be present at the prayer-
meeting? How much money have we
contributed to maintain the ordinances of
religion at home? how mach to send the
Gospel abroad? How many wauderers
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have we introduced to the fold? IHow
many weak ones have we strengthened ?
How many doubting ones encouraged?
How many names have been added to the
Church below, and recorded in the Bopk of
Life above, through our instrumentality ?
Of what service have we been to the pastor,
the Sabbath School, the congregation, the
prayer-mceting, the young and the old?
‘What better is the Church for our being in
it during the past year?

And how do we stand before God? Have
we rendered that homage due to His holy
name and laws? Have we been jealous of
His honor, and ardent in the vindication of
His claims ? Have we rendered obedience
to His commands, or rebelled against them
as & yoke too heavy to beborne? Have we
experienced the blessedness of communion
with Him, or tried to hide oursclves from
Him because of our shortcomings? Have
His testimonies been oor delight, and His
promises our song in this the house of our
vilgrimage? Has the Saviour been to us
a3 Jhe “ chief among ten thonsand, and the
altogether lovely,” or have we shat our ears
at the sound of His voice, and wandered
further into the labyrinths of sin? Have
we songht His glory above all earthly gain
—the fulfilment of His commands before all
other considerations ? Have we asked His
connsel in all our plans, His guidance in all
our ways, His presence in all our compan._
ionships 2

Whatever response i3 given to sach ques-
tions by those who may examiae their hearts
and lives by them, let 1875 witness a purer
record, & more worthy discipleship, a nobler
testimony for Him by whom the Books of
Judgment will finally be opened and impar-
tially surveyed, and will give unto every
one according as his work shall be, for

“When the Judge His seat attaineth,
And each hidden deed arraigneth,
Nothing unavenged remaineth.”

Then, as the ceaseless trawp, sramp,
tramp, of the world’s nillions is heard hur-
rying by, and the restless throng push their
way onward, let the lamp of our life make
the way the brighter, and lead to cternal

peace!

(MPORTANT GOMMUNICATIONS FROM THE
COLONIAL COMMITTEE.

We have received the following im-
portant communications, which we un-
derstand the Colonial Committee has
sent as a circular to all our ministers,
and we give them in full :

Extract Minutes of the Culonial Com-
mitlee, referring to the establishment oy
the Chawr of Pastoral Theology and
Church Hutory in Halifaxr, Nova
Scotia.

At a Meeting of the Colonial Committee
held at  Edinburgh, the Sixth Day of No-
vember, Eighteen Hundred and 8éventy-
four :

Inter alia,—

The Colonial Committee having met spe-
cially, and entered upon the consideration
of the resolution passed at their last Meet-
ing, to support for some vears a Chair of
Pastoral Theology and Church History in
conuection with the Theological Hall at
present existing in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
the reasons set forth in Mr. Grant’s Memo-
rial embodied in the Minutes of last Meet-
ing, as also the elaims and qualifications of
such persons as may be deemed fit for the
office ; and being satisfied by report of well-
informed parties, by documents under their
hand, and by personal knowledge of the fit-
ness of Rev. Allan Pollok, formerly of New
Glasgow, Nova Scotia, and presently in
Seotland, hereby appoint him to the above-
mentioned Professorship with a salary ot
three hundred pourds sterling per annum,
as previously determined, and under the
same conditions as all other grants made
by the Colonial Committee; directing him
to proceed 1o the sphere of his datics as
soon as convenicnt, to be subject to the
Synod of the Maritime Provinces, in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland, leav-
ing it with them to arrange for his recep-
tion, and for the efficient discharge of his
duties in the Chair. The Colonial Com-
mittee make said grant upon the ander-
standing, as set forth by Mr. Grant, that
stepa shall be taken in order that, within a
reasonable time, the necessary capital shall
be raised wherewith to ¢endow the said
Chair, and yield three hundred poands per
apnum, fo that the funds of the Colonial
Commiitee may be relieved and available
for their ordinary operations, or for similar
educational underwkings in the future.
They further empower the Copvener to
furnish the Professor with any instructions
that may be necessary to carry out the de-
tails of this arrangement, and express the



THE CHURCH

hope that they may receive from  Mr. Pol-
lok, at least annually, some report of his
lnbours under an appointment which is
earnestly designed to torward the cause of
theological education in the Lower Provin-
~cs among a people who are very dear to
the mother Church of Scotland, and train
up a faithful ministry of the Word ot Goa
for that and many lands.

Extracted from the Minutes of the Colonial
Committee by

Gko. B. WiLsoN, S«cretary.

At a Meeting of the Colonial Committee
held at Edinburgh, the Seventeenth Day of
November, Eightcen Hundred and Seven-
ty-four :

Iuter alia,~

The Convener laid on the table a1 Ex-
tract Minute of Meeting ot the Synod of
the Maritime Provinces, of date 22nd Oet.,
1874, along with letters fron: the Rev.
Robert McCunn, 29th Oct., 187« and the
Rev. G. M. Grant, 3rd Nov. 1874,

These documents having heen 1cad and
vounsidered, the Committee find—

1. That while deeply deploring the threat-
ened division in the Synod of the Mari-
time Provinces, they have uo authority on
the part of the General Assembly, evea if
they were sufficicntly informed in regard
to the elemeats iuvolved in the question, to
judge their brethren as to the painful issue
of their negotiations {or union.

2. That the Colonial Committee exists
for the purpose of promoting the veligrcus in-
tevests of Scottish Presbyterians abroad who
apply to them for assistance ; and that the
progress of their operations ase Commnittee,
with the full approbation of the General
Assembly, supplies ample precedents to
support them in meeting the peculiar cir-
vumstances in which their assistance is now
asked by their brethren in the Maritime
Provinces.

3. That, while expressing no opinion on
the steps which have led to the present po-
sition of affuirs, the immediate duty of the
Colonial Committee seems to them 10 beto
accept the situation as it stauds in these
Proviuces, and under the shelter of prece-
‘lents in their practice, which have received
sanction from the Supreme Court, to pro-
veed as best they can to carry out the great
purpose of their commission from the Gen-
vral Assembly.

4. That the Committee have therefore
no difficulty, on the one hand, in frankly
accepting and recognizing the continued
adhesion to the Church of Scotland of those
congregations in Pictou who have not been
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able to follow their brethren into an incor-
porating union with the other Presbyterian
Churches in the colony ; while, on the other
hand, they have just as little difficulty in
preparing for cordial voGperation, in avy
way possible 1o them, with Churches any-
where in Canada, as in all the Colonies,
united upon u busis satistuctory tothe Gen-
cral Assembly.

5. 'That, with tegard to the special ob-
jee. of couperation refenied to in the ex-
tract delnverancee of Synod trazsmitted by
Mr. Grant, the Colomal Commitiee, in full
accord with the dehberate judgment ot our
brethren in Canada, bave for sume years
past fairly entered upon & policy of ¢ucou-
ragement to the rearing in the Colonies of
their ows: ministry, and of discouragcment
1o the sending ot their students (0 Scot-
laud, or clsewheve, for preparatory educa-
tion ; and nothing that has yet happened
has put the wisdom of that policy in ques-
tion. In pursuance or thet policy, the Cem-
wittee had resvlved to meet advances made
o them, v the unanimous vote of the Synod
ot the Maritime Provinces in conuection
with the Church of Scotland, for cobpera-
tion with the sister Presbyterian Church in
these Provinces in their Theological Hall
in Halifax, by pominating, and contribut-
ing, for a time, to support in that Hall a
Professar of Church 1ilistory and Zastoral
Theology. The Committee further nomi-
nated to that Professorship the Kev. Allan
Pollok, whom now they learn, with lively
satisfaction, the Synod of the Maritime
Provinces, by another unanimous vote, had
resolved to recommend to them for the ap-
pointment. And, in view ot all these facts,
the Colonial Committec arc very unwilling
to believe that anywhiog has occurred which
necd even seriously cmbarrass, far Jess ef-
fectually prevent, the carrying out of plans
carefully laid in the lines of a policy which
our orcthren in Canada have themselves so
cordially approved.

In considcration of the above findings,
the Comunittee further resolve, by extracts
of this minute transmitted as their reply to
the several communications quoted above,
to cutreat all the parties concerned in this
negotiation with them to * fellow atter the
things that make for peace ;" so that there
may torever be cherished sentiments of mu-
wal respect and confidence which shall
wake i¢ easy for them cordially to codperate
with one another, and with the Colonial
Committec, in the work they would attempt
for the spiritual welfare of Scoutish Presby-
terians in Canada.

Extracted from the Minutes of the Colonial
Committee by

Ggo. B. WiLsoy, Secrctary.
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Copy Letter of Instructions from the Con-
vener of the Colonial Commilttee to the
Rev. Allan Pollok, on his acceptance
of the Chair of Church History and
Pastoral Thevlogy in Halifaz, Nova
Scotia. '

GenzrAL AssgMBLY’S CoL. Missiox,
22 QuEEeN St., EDINBURGH,
26th November, 1874.

Mr DSA;I Sir,—

In the prospect of your departure on the
verv important mission you have under-
taken, at the united call of ;he Church of
the Maritime Provinces and of the Colonial
Committee of the General Assembly, allow
me, in the name of the Committee, to offer
you our heartiest good wishes and prayers
for Divine guidance and blessing.

I do not think it at alt necessary to ob-
trude upon you any counsels as to the dis-
charge of duties for which, by their ap-
pointment, the committee have shown that
they believe Kon to be perfectly competent.

On one subject only will I venture to re-
new in this form the Committee’s instruc-
tion as to what is the true meaning and
pmgose of your numination as Professor
of Church History and Pastoral Theology.
And I do s0 in this form, not because the
matter needs to be cleared up as between
you and the Committee, but becanse, in the
present state of agitation in the minds of
parties opposed to one another in the recent
division at New Glasgow, there may arise
the risk of our being misunderstood; and be-
cause I wish you to have the means at
hand in this explanation of preventing our
being misunderstood.

1 take the liberty, therefore, in this form,
of repeating, what you distinctly under-
stand, that by your nomination as Professor,
the Colonial Committee do not mean, on
behalf of the General Assembly, to takeany
side on;the’subject which threatens to divide
the Church of the Maritime Provinces.

The proposal for the nomination of a
Professor was made to us, and we accepted
it, and nominated you, on gmnnds totally
apart from the question of an incorporat-
ing union of the byterian Churches of
the Colony. It was considered by us, on
behalf of the General Assembly, simply as
a proposal for ccoperation in an effort to
perfect the means of completing the Theolo-
gical training of Ministers within the Colo-
ny itself. In sccepting the proposal, there-
fore, the Committee make no change in the
policy of non-intervention which the General
Assembly has strictly adhered to in regard
to the negotiations for union now about to
close. In so far as you represent the
Home Charch as our nominée fo the Chair,

you understand that you are the agent ot
testifying our desire to assist, as best we
can, the efficient truining of a native min-
istry in the Maritimo Provinces; and yon
will lose no opportanity of making it an-
derstood that you are the personal represen-
tative only of a resolution on our part,
amid whatever contending influences on
the one side or the other, to promote the re-
ligious interests of Scottish Preshyterians
abroud —giving every question its” proper
place of due subordination to that design,
as the chief end of our existence as the
Colonial Committee of the General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland.

With kindest wishes for your comfort
and success in your self-denyin, effort to
serve the Church in this mission,

I am ever,
My desr Sir,
Yours very truly,
Roonert H. Muin,
Conyener of Colonial Committee.

The following letter has also been re-
ceived, addressed to the Convener of
the Howme Mission Board :

Tur Manse, DALMENTY, EDINBURGH,
24th November, 1874.

My DEaR Sig,—

I have the farther plessure to inform you,
that, after anxious consideration of all the
documents, and especially the extract min-
ute ot Synod quoted by you in your letter
to me of date 3rd inst.,, Mr Poliok has re-
solved to proceed at once to Halifax ; and I
feel it to be of 80 much consequence that
he should be as soon as possible in Nova
Scotia, that I acquiescu in his resolution,
trusting to your having made all those pre-
liminary arrangements for his reception, of
which it would have been satisfactory to
us to have had some detailed account be-
fore he Ileft us,

am yours, very truly,
Roszar H. Muin.

On receiving this letter, the Convener
made all the requisite arrangements as
desired by the Colonial Committee. He
was met in the most cordial spirit by
the Board of Superintendence of the
Theological Hall. Mr. Pollok’s posi-
tion was secured, and everything was
done by the Professors already at work
to show their cordiality in the new ar-
rangement, when a letter was received
from Mr. Pollok, dated Nov. 30th, in
which he stated, that, after having taken

-his passage for Halifax, fihal affection

made him draw back at the last moment.
The disappointnient is keenly felt, bat
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we still trust that he will be with us
next summer. Al who really know
M. Pollok will judge him generously in
this matter.

Still another communication from the
Colonial Connnittee, enclosing copies of
the foregoing documents, has since been
received by the Convener of the 1. M.
Board. It isas follows:

Tae MaNsg, DaLvueny, EniNpuron, }
December 8th, 1874.
My DgaAr Sir,—

I am preparing to circulate the enclosed
in the Maritime Provinces as next best thing
to their being taken out by M¥. Pollok.

Before this can reach you, you will have
heard from him the difficultics he feels in
his way in tho meantime—and his conse-
quent withdrawal of his acceptance of our
nomination to the chair.

What the Committee will say to the state
of things now—when they meet next weck
—I do not know.

Mecanwhile the steps which, encouraged
by Mr. Pollok’s acceptance, we have taken,
to distinctly define our policy in tie resolu-
tions and instruction, we print for circula-
tion among you, have providentially led to
a solution of the problem proposed to us by
our Brethren in Nova Scotia, which [ trust
may tend to a settlcment that shall prove
for good.

Suppose Mr. Pollok resolutely declines
the chair, what would your Board advise to
be done?

Ever yours, very truly,
Roserr H. Muir,

We fully expected to have been able
to lay the decision of the Board in refer-
ence to this matter before our readers
this month, but, although we have delay-
ed publication beyond the usual time, no
account has been received of its meeting.

¢

It is with much pleasure we are able
to announce the fact, made known to us
just before closing our pages, that the
Rev. Mr. Patterson, the Colonial Com-
mittee’s Missionary to the Maritime
Provinces, has reccived and accepted a
call from the good people of our Church
in St. John’s, Newfoundland. Although
we expected to see him shortly in Nova
Scotia, yet, in the circumstances of that
congregation, we forego the anticipated
pleasure, and hope the richest blessings
may follow the happy meeting.

THE GILONIAL GOMMITTEE ON OUR
PRESENT GRIS!S.

If there is any Body in existence
whose voice should be heard by our
people, that Body is the Colonial Com-
mittee. It represents the Church of
Scotland, and it has acted towards us,
tor long vears, with a generosity and a
delicacy of sentiment that it is simply
impossible to praise too highly. In the
preceding communications from it, we
now hear its wise and loving voice in
this crisis of our history as a Church,
and sure we are that the voire will not
be disregarded by our people. W hat,
then, does the Colonial Committee say ?

1. The Committee declares that its set-
tled policy is to encourage the rearing, in
the Colonies, of their own ministry, and
to discourage the sending students to
Scotland or elsewhere for preparatory
cducation. This does not mean that
none of our younz men should go to
Scotland ; but it dovs mean that if we
look to that source for all or our main
supply, we act unwisely and in opposi-
tion to the policy of the Committee.
We think so teo. And our Synod has
affirmed and reaffirmed the sawe views.
Our sheet anclior must be native talent
educated among ourselves. This, too,
is the policy of cvery other Church in
the Colonies.

2. In perfect accordance with this
policy, the Committee tells us three
times, and underlines the statement
again and again, to call our attention to
the real meaning, that i exists jyor the
purpose of promating the religious inter-
ests of Scottish Presbyerians abroad who
apply to them for assistance. That is
the reason why it does not interfere in
our affairs, as it wonld if we had any
organic connection with the Church of
Scotland. That is the reason why it
will not even offer advice. It says to
us, you are simply Scottish Presbyter-
1ans abroad, in need of our assistance.
You are independent Churches. You
are the best judges of your own affairs,
and of what measures the countr,
that gave you birth is most in need.
We do the lord's work in Scotland,
according to the teachings of His word,
as understood by our Fathers, and as
expressed in the Confession of Faith.
We trust 80 you to do the same in
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Canada. If yon think that the Lord's
-work is best promoted in the Dominion
by a divided Preshyterianism, remain
weparate. If you think that it will be
best promoted by an united Presbyter-
janism, then unite. You are on the
spot; you know the facts; you love
your country ; and we trust yom. In
-either case, we wil} help you; but re-
anember the responsibility 18 on you, not
on us.

The responsibility is ew ws. And
what, then, is the voiee of the €Church
here? -For successive yeats, our Synod
has unanimously declared its mind in
resolutions, which, if truly felt, mean
that the sin.of schism is on us if we re-
main dieunited from owr brethren.
They ask as to reunite on the old
-standard. Can we, in the might of the
‘Great Llead .of the Church, refuse ?

But there is:a minority of our eon-
:gregations oppesed. Dear brethren. in
.matters not of principle but of feeling,
‘should not-the minority be willing to go
in with ‘the majority ? O Lord, we
know not what to-do; but our eyes ave
on Thee !

8. ks the entreaty of the Coloniat
Commitsee that we *should follow after
the thingsthat make for peace,” so tiat
all may oo-operate in work “for the
spiritual welfare of Scottish Presbyter-
ians in Canada.” But how.can this be
done when, by disunion, wegput. stumb-
ling-blocks in one another's way?
These stumbling-blocks wmay not be
fatal to the very existenoe .of churches
in 8 county where all the cpeople are
Presbyterians, and where the snembers
are sufficient for rival <hurches of the
same persuasion; but shey are fatal
everywhere else. For the sake of the
principles of the Churchof our Fathers,
are we not willing te agree with our
brethren ?

The Colonial Comnittee has done
many wise and many gemerons things
for us; but it never did anything wiser
and more gencrous, or it 2 more deli-
<ate and beauﬁfulluy,thn what it bas
now done, not only in ing to pay
the whole salary of a Pr:m:‘;or s in
the Divinity Hall of our Sister>Church
ill we can raise the capital amount re-
quired ; but also in the <lear aud wn-
mistakeable way in which it defines ita
own province and courseof actien, and
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in which it givez to us faithful and lov
ing counsel.

s
COLLECTION FOR THE SYADD'S HOME
Mission,

The Synod appointed this eollection
to be takert on the last Sunday of Janu-
ary, or as soon thereafter as ible, It
should be made some day this month or
next month. ‘Fo umderatand the pre-
sent condition of this fund, it is perhape
only necessary to refer to the Report of’
the . M. Board, read at the anoual
meeting ot Synod, and printed in the
Augiet Recorp.  But it nmay be again
stated that the collectiors are intended.
in the first place. to reduce the amount
drawn from the Colonial Conmittee,
and, in the second place, to assist in pay-
ing the salaviens of eatechists and of mis-
sionaries who are not on the staff’ of the
Colonial Committee.

For the half year endimy Feb. 1st,
Pictoun Presbytery applies for $383 ; Mi-
ramichi will probably require $150, and
St. Jobn nearly as much. We could
easily contribute the whole of this our-
solves, and enough for ths mext half’
year alse, and for all other purposes, es-
pecially if the eongregations that made
no collections last year or yemr before
last would do their duty now, and give
double this year. Ome good collection
from each of our churches would make
us independent, as we ought to be and
could be.

Two Catechista were sent to Ca
Breton Jasf summer, and another is Ia-
boring there now. Fn addition to what
the fe of the different localities in
which they labour give, the Board con-
tributes $288 for this department. Threc
other Cateehiste were employed in the
summer in other Presbyteries, and were
paid entirely by the respective Presby-
teries or from local sources. A nt
'éas l;\lso made o Loch Lomond Church,

We oweit to our self: as
Church to make this collection. And
we especially owe it to the Coloniak
Conmittee now, when it lras shown its
willingness to aid us 8o liberally in the
Theological education of our students
here,—a moasure atkd w0 the
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Church’s prosperity, in the estimation.
not of our Synod only, but of every
Church in these Provinces.
GeorGe M. GraNT,
Convener of Home Mission Board.

eRaE o

IN the third paragraph of the Draft
Act, as priuted in the November Record,
a correspondent suggests the following
alteradon, whieh, he belicves, will com-
mend itself to the approval of the Church
for several reasons:—

Instead of the words * Trustces....
who shall have c¢cased to be members in
communion with the said united body,”
read, ¢ Trustees....who shall have
ceased to be adherents of the said united
body.”

o
PUBLISHED BY REQUEST.)

THANKSGIVING SERMON,

Delivered in St. Andreu’s Church, Nov. 19,
1874,
BY REV. J. CAMPBELL.
¢ Lord, Thou hast been favorable unto Thy
land.”"—P._. Ixxxv. i.

This is & Government Thanksgiving
Day. There are those who refuse to take
advantage of it, and assemble to worship
God and give thanks to His name because
it is a Government Thanksmving Day.
They #ay, “ It has not been appointed by
the Charch, and therefore the Charch
ought to take no notice of it, and refuse to
countenance it.” I need hardly say to those
of you who h:ve made it a matter of care
and anxiety to know me, that any such
thought finds no countenance from me.
The first reply I give to any sach remark
is this —I thank God that we, in Nova
Scotia, have and always had a Government,
notwithstanding what we may say eand
think of it in some respects, and of the
several administrations as they rosc and
reied and fell, which had the feeling of
thankfuloess to Almighty God, and that
sense of the people’s sympathy in this mat-
ter, to give us, as charches, a national
day each auturan on which tv thank God
and make our offerings to some good par-

q

pose. I thank God that our Government
has not been either in sympathy with Athe-
ists and unbelicvers, nor under the thumb
of the Roman Catholics to the extent of
the Government of Qucbec, which, out of
fear of their displeasure, always refases to
appoint such & day as this. Therefore,~
better by far than debating the authority of
the appointment,—lct us thank God that
the men who rule us have been constrained,
by the grace of God, from year to year to
make the appointinent for us. Aand not-
withstanding all that may be said against
it, let me assure those men that we, at
least, would be decply grieved were tho
tim=-honoured appointment to be forgotten
and omitted.

And, after all, what is it that is done by
our Government ? Merely this. A day is
appointed on which all Government employ-
ment is suspeaded. This act, a wholesome
public opinion endorses with heart and mind;
80 mnch so that business is almost entirely
suspended, and lahour for the day ceases to
be.  Government interferes neither directly
nor indirectly with the liberty of the sub-
ject. He can attend Divine Service and
thank God tor His goodness in a right and
public way, like a rational being, or he can
lic athome and eat and drink like a beast.
Government mecrely makes everything as
favourable as possible towards the right en-
Jjoyment of it,as & day of Thanksgiving, and
wisely leaves the matter there. And even
did Government go farther, and compel at-
tendance at public weorship, as a Christian
man and minister I would feel no hrrdship.
It is no curtailing of our liberty to compel
us to do that very thing which of all things
we desire from our heart to do. It is true,
the majority might, and no doubt would,
think it a very great hardship; but I can
only be answerable for myself, aud for all
who think and feel as I do. We think it
no hardship to have the day appointed for
us, and we would give to the hands of the
powers that be much more scope and autho-
rity in the matter than they have ever as-
sumed.

Therefore, as we have no quarrel with
our Rulers on the subject of the appoint-
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ment of the day—ney more, s we are all
thankful to God and them for it—it is ourg
to spend the time to the best possible ad-
vantage while we arc here, in mecting, so
far as wo can, the ends of the appointment,
and in accomplishing the purposes of the
day. As Christians met for the purpose of
thanksgiving, let us endeavour, as far as
possible, rationally and heartily, to give
thanks to God for His goodness, and, inthe
language of the Psalmist, to declare the
goocness of the Lord unto this His 6wn
land.

Much indeed, very much, have we as a
People for which to thank God. We have
had seasons of the year such as, on the
whole, are enjoyed hy but few countries on
the face of the carth. I have no patience
with those who are continually abusing our
climate. They say that our winters are
severe, our springs backward, and our sum-
mers short. True, butare they not invi-
gorating withal ? Our springs are back-
ward, but much of our uneasiness over
them is owing to the fact that we reckon
them by wrong months. Our springs do
not begin till May. If we were but satis-
fied to think so, it would add very much to
our romfort.

Taken as a whole, where will you find a
better ?* There are climates where the win-
ters are less dreary, but what of their sum-
mers ? They are simply unbearable. There
are climates where the weather follows
more fixed and definite laws, and where
the inhabitants know to a certainty when
to expect the fair and when the foul;
bat what is the penalty they pay? Noless
a serious one than this, that they
know, from sad and bitter experience, when
to expect their sickly season with equal
certainty. Our winters may be blustry,
our springs foggy; but our summers arc
ncither insafferably hot, nor are they ener-
vating in their effect upon the constitution.
And our autumns! Range the world if
you choose, and find me morc glorious
sanrises, more bracing and exhilirating
breczes, and more gorzeous sunsets, than
we have had this seasson. The Autumn
must be held as conpensating for any

drawbacks that may be connected with
the other scasons of the year. Test your
climate by its effects upon the race. In
this respect we have no reason to be dis-
satisfied witl, it. Our raccis hardy, onr
men are strong and vigorous, our women
are fresh and graceful, and our children
are lithe and merry. In the competition
of mind with mind all the world over,—
whether it be our boisterous air, or the
hardy stock we descend from, or both com-
bined, I am not prepared to say,—but this I
kncw, that, with a fair field an- no favour,
we have never had reason to ve ashamed
of ourselves. Certaiuly if our climate were
an enervating and unhealthy one, we would
not be able to send sailors, brave and hardy,
to every sen on the globe; mechanics,
neat-handed and clear-brained, to bear ho-
nours from every centre of industry on
carth ; merchants, honorable and true, to
make gain wherever buying, selling, or even
barter, is done for wealth; and students,
to every hall of learning eminent at this
hour wherever our tongue is spoken and
knowledge imparted. Have we failed?
Where are the failures if we have? Tell
me that, and I yield you the palm. No, we
have not fuiled. Our Nova Scotians have
studied with Englishmen, Scotchmen, Re-
publican Americans, Frenchmen, Germans,
Danes,Norwegians,Mexicans,and the dusky
sons of far-off India, and behind and below
them we have ncver stovd. Our cold
winds have kindled within us a fire which
will bura out ouly with death. OQur snow-
banks and our summer suns have brought
us the fruits of the field without the dis-
eascs of other lands. And our glorions
autamns have inspired us with a love for
our land that all the wanderings of time
can never drown. Thank God, I say, for
our climate. Thank God for the seasons
of the past year. Thank God for our frost
and our snows, and our fogs, and our
rains, and our gales. Thank God for our
sunshine, and our mo.nlight aud starlight,
and cool night air. Thank God for the
year, and the scasons now going back to
dark, deep, past eternity. God givo us
such as we have had, and we shall forever
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be content ; for surcly, “ Lord, Thou hast
been favorable unto Thine own land.” As
the God of all goodness, he hath indecd
been mindful of us : he hath visited us with
His loving kindness and His tender mercies.
What is it that we desire and require that we
have not? What want is left unsupplied,
what need unprovided for?* Surely, then,
it is not only good, but right, that we should
give thanks to God and call upon His name,
and make known His loving kindness from
day to day. Therefore,
‘“ Let us, with a gladsome mind,

Praise the Lord, for He is kind ;

For His mercies ever dure,

Ever faithful, ever sure.”

Turning now to the year just past, what
record have we to give of the goodness of
the Lord? We often hear men (and those,
too, who have a right to know) state that
trade and commerce have been mnprece-
dentedly dull and backward. They tell us
that, during long mercantile experience, no
such state of matters have they experienced
as the present. Trade has become so pre-
carions, banks have become so exacting,
failures so frequent, and consequent losses
to the survivors so heavy, that it is with
the greatest difficulty thac the very best
houses keep agoing, and many of them do
not do even that,

Now this is true, so far as it goes, and
vet it is not the whole truth. There are
branches of our industry which were never
so flourishing as at the present hour. There
are shipping and shipbuilding in every har-
bour of our Province in which there is water
enough to float a vessel. We have only to
go to any of our smaller ports to see ships
afloat, ships building, ships being launched,
ships being laden ; and we have only to go
out upon the sea to mect them in the trade
of the whole world, reaping rich and ho-
nest and honorable fortunes for their
owners. And never were they more flou.
rishing than at the present hour, and dar-
ing the past year, as more than oue of you
can testify. Here, then, is cause for thank-
giving to day ; this, as well as all other
things, is the doing of the Lord, and it is
marvellous in our eyes.

Surely. therefore, & land like ours, bless.
ed and favored thus of God, having so
much honest and honorable wealth thrown
upon her,—having wealth for the capitalist
and lahour for the honest, deserving poor,
and bread for all,—we can, with special ear-
nestness and zest, repeat the words of the
Psalmist :—* Lord, Thou has been favour-
able unto Thy land.”

And why is it, then, that there are some
branches of commerce in such ay embarass-
ed condition? Just hecause trade has been
overtraded. This being so, the ordinary
and normal means of prosecuting business
had to be departed from, to keep theabnor-
mal and artificial monstrosity, which men
out of courtesy call trade or commerce,
from premature collapse. And God, ral-
ing over commerce as over the universe
by fixed laws, saw His laws departed
trom, let the mushroom feel, in due
time, the breeze of the open air, and it wi-
thered and died. Thus, at the present
hour, I believe, not only in our own land,
but over the whole commercial world,
whatever there is of commercial depression
isowing to overtrading, and all the “ bogus”
abiominations, and commercial and financiat
sins and falsehoods therewith connected.
A man in a subordinate position is eager,
long before he is cither commercially or fi-
nancially competent, to undertake the
charge, quarrels with his employer, gets
credit, and opens an establishment of his
own. Another, on the strength of having
a heavy Life Insurance Policy (or a nam-
ber of them), is taken hy some rich man
aud “sct up,”’—in & short time the friend
gets tired, or his patience gets worn out, by
the frivolity or dissipation (or both) of his
youthful portézé, withdraws his influence
and the youthtul aspirant to fortune and
commercinl honours fails, and sits himself
downon his creditors, paying 74 cents on the
dollar. Another starts in a small way, gets
into the good graces of a number of gene-
rous trusting men, and, by an easy mani-
pulation, leaves quietly for the S:ates.

Now, God has fixed laws of heslth in the
human body : ignore them, and the whole
body sickens. He has his laws of commerce:
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violate them, and the whole network of men, You must settle, first of all, what

trade saffers. 1 believe He is punishing us
in this way just now. Those brunches
that have been over-truded are just the
ones that are suffering most, though, “when
one mumber suffers, the whole budy suffers
with it.” And therefore, much reason have
we for thanksgiving, if God, in His zood-
ness and wisdom, is bringing us back by the
present pressure to the old paths of honesty
and honoar, by which the men of the past
gencration, and of the weneration now pass-
ing, made noble marks in the world, and
acquired princely fortunes.  Aye, and God
is doing it just now, thanks to His name ;
and in this very particular He is more fa-
voarable to His lund than Ile would be in
prospering trade and commerce under these
unhealthy aud abnorma! conditions allud-
ea to.

Aund what is the voice we hear from our
country as to the lunours of the husband-
man? The voice of joy and gladness.
Plenty has been showered down. Rich
and abundant harvests have rewarded the
toils of the tiller of the ficld ; and the hardy
fishermen along our sea coasts have the
same tale to tell. Abundance has been
yielded from the decp, and ready markets
and high prices await their deeply laden
boats as they touch the shore.

This one thing is certain : every honest
hand can earn bread enough and to spare
in this beloved land of vurs. Let us not,
thercfore, indulge in an cvil and wicked
tone of dissatisfaction in our estimate of our
noble and blessed country. There are just
two things necessary to make this Nova
Scotia of ours the fairest spot on carth:—
1. A great deal more cnterprize on the part
of our rich and wealthy capitalists. You
must cease to think of your money as your
own. Itis (God’s, and you maust use it for
Him. Youa must cease to thiak of safe in-
vestments only. You mas: ask vourself,
How can I'use God's gift of money
for His glory, and for the grood of the land
in which I madcit ? and usc it accordingly ¢
And, secondly, there imust be a great deal
more patrioism ou the part of our young

claims your own country has on you before
you resolve to leave her. Take, as ex.
ample, the young men of the neighborinz
R:public. From their very cradies they
are tanght to revere the Stars and Stripes,
and to make the interest of the natiou thei:
interest.  This is the secret of the greatness
of the United States. If our young men
felt this, there would not be sach an exodus
always going out of our ports to the land
of oar neighhors, and our young men
woall b2 content to work as hard here as
they do when they go there.  And if they
would do so, on the whole, the rewar!
would he as great and as lasting, for I be-
lieve, on the whole, our land has been as
favourably dealt with by the Lord as their’s.
ANMEN.

D S A

Artule Contributed.

Isabella Cogswell,

DIED DECEMBER 13, 1874.

There are three types of Christians
found in every community in which the
Church of Christ is established—those
who zealously keep their own  “neyard.
bLut neglect the vineyard Jhout :
those who toil with ceascless care in the
vineyard without, and unconsciously
neglect their own ; and those who labor
with equal carnestness and fidelity
their own field and in that around and
without them. To this last and noblest
class belonged that beloved child of
God, who, as the sun sct on the last
Lord’s day she spent on earth, heard
the jovous welcome of her dear Lond
and Master—* Well done! thou good
and faithful servant, enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord!”

It was a fitting moment : she passed
from earth to Paradise just as the last
faint pulse of quivering light from the
sun already set dimmed into darkening
twiiizht ; the rays falling on earth softly
blending with those which, to her new
sicht, shone forth from the Sun of
Righteousness. As the carthly day
closed, the heavenly day dawned, and
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the prayer which in spirit she so often
breathed, was answered—
Oh! for the pearly gates of heaven,
Oh! fur the golden floor,
Oh! for the Sun of Righteousness
That shineth evermore!

Converted in early life during and
under the ministry of that faithful and
honored servant of God, her brotber,
who, at a tune of great apathy, if not
deadness, in this community, stood
forth, both in his life and preaching, a
faithful and clear preacher of the simple
doctrines of the Gospel of Christ, the
late Miss Coaswell consecrated herself—
her soul and body—to the service of that
Saviour whomn she loved with no com-
mon love. For the love wherewith Lle
loved her, she gave haself as a whele
burnt-offering to Him. One of a family
distinguished for their talents of mind,
she had nearly, if not all, that people
can desire for making life here most
desirable and happy—position, abilities,
education, wealth, — all were hers.
Thirty years ago, she gave them to the
Lord, and, during those thirty years,
she has never taken back one of them.
We have too much respect for her to
wish to make her the subject of a mere
eulogy—richly as she deserves it; but
we do think it a duty, for the sake of
others, to point out bricfly what made
ber life so noble, and, by a proof within
our own sphere of observation, show
how the Gospel of Christ has as much
power in our own day as it has ever pos-
sessed, in bringing the whole body, soul
and spirit, intc captivity to the obedi-
ence of Christ. The sccret of her com-
{l:tc devation to the service of her

rd was her perfect faith in Him as
her Saviour from sin, and her Master
and Counsellor. She trusted Him as a
real, living Person and Friend, as much
as though He was a guest at her house,
with whom she talked face to face.
“ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?”
was her constant inquiry, and whatever
was the answer, whether given in plain
words in_the Scripture, or by some
providential occurrence, forthwith she
wert to do it Self was completely
sunk : lost sight of. Could any good
either for the body or the soul be done ?
‘That was the question. If so, she did it
with all her might All who were in
<hurch last Sunday evening must have

OF SCOTLAND. n
been struck with the peculiar appropri-
ateness, in its every clause, of that verse
which the DBishop quoted as being
applicabls to her: “¥or I was an
hungered, and ye gave me meat : I was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a
stranger, and y¢ took me in: naked,
and ye clothed me: I was sick and ye
visited me: I wasin prison and ye camne
unto me.” It is not one or two or more
of these blessed virtues which are ap-
plicable to her—to every one of them
her life responds. To the hungty she
gave food with the most unsparing
hand; to the thirsty she gave that
bonored cup of cold water, a thousand
times told. While her vwn table was
simpliaity  itself, she provided with
gencrous fulness for the necessities of
the poor—to the weary, worn and hun-
gry, her cheery voice gave utterance in
spirit to the invitation, * Eat, O friends;
drink, yea, drink abundantly, O Belov-
ed.”

“1 was a stranger and ye took me
in.” Who was there worn with toil, or
eufeebled by age, or depressed by dis-
ease, or saddcned by affliction, or
straitened in circumstances, to whom
her house was not an asylum, an hospit-
al, a refuge from care—above all, a hal-
lowed, bright and happy home—a home
where mingled prayer and praise with
rurc joyous langhter, and gentle kind-
y humonr— doing the heart good likea
medicine. What missionary from our
shore did not know that he would find
a warm welcome for himself, and, if
neced be, for his whole family, beneath
her hospitable roof? What friendless
guel, who did not find a shelter and lov-
ing counsel until work and a home was
found? - Naked, and ye clothed me.”
Whose hands for five-and-twenty years
have made the alinost countless
ments that have clothed the poor of this
city, and of hundreds and tens of hun-
dreds outside it? In this one depart-
ment of labour, it would take a volume
to recount her work—to state the facts
alone, without any comment. If this
were all she did, it would mark her as
one of the most self-denying of women
—and these, not a few women of means
and leisure who would not stand appall-
ed at the wmagnitude ot the work, if
called upon to perform it, and it alone !
“ I was sick, ange ve visited me.” How
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true! No disease alarmed her: no
stress of labor suggested an excuse.
Were others timid? No fear worried
her mind. She bad arduous work for
to-morrow ; but she could sit up to-
night, and smooth the pillow of either
friend or stranger. It was an honor
and delight to minister to those in want.
When a contagious disease broke out
in the Industrial School for girls, she
stood in the fore-front of the hottest
battle in line with her faithful fellow-
workers—both in the home and the
public hospital, assuming the duties of
nurse and servant, with the meekness
and unostentation of one who had
known no other calling all her life.
Nor is it too much to say that her life
was closed with the most Christ-like
act which mortals can perform ; she lost
ber life in seeking to save the life ot
others. It was, doubtless, her attend-
ance upon the sick and dying that ex-
hausted her strength, and brought her
life-long labors to a close. For fourteen
alternate nights this ministering angel
braved the danger and the toil: while
through the day she carried on her
systematic wecrk; the strain was too
much—the silver cord was loosed,
and the golden bowl was broken.
1 was in prison and ye came unto
me.” The criminal, the depraved, the
abandoned, condemned by the laws of
the land, were her constant care. Every
week she resorted to the prison, to
warn, to counsel, to entreat, to pray
for the poor misguided creatures who
had been consigned to the cells. There
is, rerbapl, not one living who knows so
well every corridor, hall and grating, in
the abode of the criminal, as this won-
derful woman who had =0 many other
self-imposed dutics to perform. But she
felt it not a duty alone, she thought it
::k honor—fcr it was dome for Jesus’
e.

At home, every thing about her had
the stamp of self-denial impressed upon
it. Her account book is a striking
rocord. Down the long columns of the
expenditiire of a large income, her gifts
to charitable institutions and churches
and needy people stand in strange con-
trast to the sums expended on
« Hundreds™ of dollars for the welfare
of others, here and there some paltry
triling sum set down to “self” or
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“house.” Withal so bright and cheer-
ful. Her entrance in a sick room was
like a ray of sunshine : her very tone of
voice gladdened the gloom. How many
to-day could rise up and called her
Blessed! Some see a mystery in her
death, at an age when she was yet in
full vigor, and wonder why God should
take away one so useful. Is it strange
that her Lord and Master should wish
to have her with Himself, and give her
her reward? Was it not wondrous
kind to us to leave her here so long?
He saw that she had done enough, and
He took her home. He knew bher toil,
and so gave her rest.

We might say more—say it without
the slightest fear of exaggeration—for it
is seldom that there is so little danger of
averstepping the bounds of prudence. But
we forbear, lest the great object should
be lost in the subject—lest by too much
thinking of her, we lose sight of the
lessons of her life. Compare your life
with her’'s—your work with her's. Does
it not humble us to think of it ? But
while she has gone, her works do follow
her. In ber death, as noble and gener-
ous as her life, she has made provision
for carrying forward the work of
God. Leave money out of sight; her
influence still lives. Those institutions
so dear to her—the Boys' Industrial
School, the Girls' Home of Industry,
the Home for the Aged, the Orphan
Asylum, the Bible Society,—in fuct, one
and all good Institutions have had much
of her spirit infused into them—those
principles which never die. “ Feelings,
thoughts, imaginations pass; work re-
mains.” They tell us that « not a sound
has ever ceased to vibrate through
space; that not & ripple has ever been
lost upon the occan. Much more is it
true that not a true thought nor a lov-
‘ng act has ever been uttered or done in
vain.” Her true words and Christ-like
deeds live on for ever, and,

Tho' the Christian’s sun is set,
Her light will lingrer rouad us yet,
Bright, radiant, blest!

. e 2
A copy of the “ Presbyterian Year

k and Almanac” came to hand {ust
as we were preparing for press. We
shall be y to despatch all orders
about the 20th of the present month.
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Yreshptery Wnwtes,

Presbytery oiT Halifax.

St. Marraew’s Caorca, HaLirax, }
31st December, 1874.

‘Which time the Presbytery met by cita-
tion from the Moderator, and was consti-
wted by prayer. Sederunt: Rev. D. Neish,
Moderator; Revs. J. Campbell and G. M.
Grant, ministers; Jas. Potter and Jas. S.
McDonald, elders.

The Moderator explained that he had
called the meeting to consider the applica-
tion of the Rev. C. Naiswith, a minister of
the Presbyterian Church of the Sonthern
States, to be received as a missionary with-
in the bounds of the Presbytery. The con-
duct of the Moderator in calling the meeting
was approved. A Jetter was read from the
Rev. J. F. Campbell, explaining that his
absence was caused by a congregational
engagement made before receiving the
Moderator’s notice of meeting. Rev. Mr.
Grant was appointed Clerk, pro tem. Mr.
Grant made the application on behalf of
Mr. Naigwith, explaining Mr. Naiswith's
case fully, and laying on the table copies of
his papers: including certificate from the
Presbytery of Austin, Texas, and recom-
mendatory letters from several well-known
{athers and brethren in Scotland.

It was moved by Rev. J. Campbell,
seconded by Mr. Potter, and unanimously
agreed, to veceive Mr. Naiswith as & mis-
sionary, and he was appointed to supply
Spring Hill and Ambherst, (if needed,) to
the next meeting of Presbytery—these places
w0 give $10 & week for supply, the Presby-
ury giving 82 additional.

Closed with prayer.

Ggo. M. Grarr, Clerk pro tem.

L‘A

Che Subbatlh School,

This lesson should have been in the Dec.
Recorp, but it was overlooked. We tiust
it will still be in time for teachers.

FIFTH SABBATH—JANUARY.

SuBsEcT:—Jericho taken, Joshua 6: 12-20;
Golden Text, Hebrewa 11: 30.

In our last Jesson we read ofthe preparation
tor conquest _that the Israelites made. This
lesson records their first conquest. But to
get the full account of the taking of Jericho
we must read the entire chapter. Verses 2,
3 and 4 record the Lord’s m to Joshus,
telling him first _that the city of Jericho was
delivered into bis hand, then how he was to
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proceed in taking it. AN the men ot war
were to go vonnd about  the city once a day
for six successive days, the priests going in
advance of them, but on the seventh daythey
were to compass the city seven times, &c.
This command Joshua impar(s to the priests
with the people forimmediate execution. {Vv.
6,7.) And now our lesson for to-day records
the execution of the Lord’'s command.

Vv.12.—The ark of the Lord. (See Deut.
81: 25, 27.) When it is called the ark of the
covenart of the Lord, it reccived this name
because it contained two tables of the law.
Whether it contained anything else or not is
matter of dispute. (See Kings 8: 9, and
Heb. 9: 4.) It was a sacred thing and when
carried from tgl:ﬂ:e to place was carried under
a canopy so that the people might not see it.
Num. 4: 5,7. It was borne by the priests,
or rather by the Levites. (See Deut. 31: 25.)

Vv. 13.— Trumpets of ram's horns, made of
ram's horns, were instruments of a rude age,
giving forth a lond noise. Mark the number
seven, seven priests, seven trumpets, seven
days.  The order of procession was (1)the
armed men, (2) the seven priests with
their seven trumpets, (3) the priests with
the ark (4) the remaining warriors as a
rear-guard.

Vv 15.--They rise earlier on the seventh
day for they have to compassthe city 7times.
The circuit of Jericho cannot be exactly
known. Probably it required an hour or
more to make it. S¢ the marching round its
seven times would occngv nearly, if not quite
the whole day, and the fall of the walls would
be towards evening The seventh day was
the Sabbath.

Vv 16.—Joshua and all the people obeved
the command of the Lord in every particular,
and the Lord in every particular, and the
Lord gave them the city as he had promised.

Vv. 17-20.—And the city shall be accursed,
&c., i. e., devoted to the Lord. ** A devoted
thing was that which had been doomed to
the Lord, which no man might employ to his
own use, but was either put away and de-
strayed utterly to the honor of God as the
men and beasts in this passage, a propitiation
as it were to the divine justice that thus
might be glorified, or it was consecrated to
the special service of God.” For the first
sense of the word see Deu. 7: 2, and 20:17;
for the second see Lev. 27: 21, 28.

Rahab only was to be spared, and the rea-
son is given.

V. 18 coatains & waming which Achan
to his own and his family's destruction ne-

glected.
LESSONS.

1. God's ways are not as man's ways. It
seemed foolishness to compass Jericho’s walls
in the hope of levelling them, but the foolish-
ness of is wiser than men. So yetin
in avercoming the resistance of closed hearts.
Ged's ways are the best. We must keep
sounding the Gospel trumpet.

2. Obedience to God's commands insures
success. Jerichos will yet fall if we are be-
lieving, faithful and obedient.
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3. Power belongeth to the Lord. Men are
but instruments in the Lord's hand; the Lord
himself is the agent.

4. That which is devoted to the Lord is sa-
cred. It is not to be used by us at all.

The teacher may also refer to what is said
of Jericho in the Gospels. (See Luke 19:5-9;
Mark 10: 46-53; Matt. 20: 28, &c.

LESSONS FOR FEBRUARY.

FIRST SABBATH.

SusJECT: Achaa's sin, Josh. 7., 19—~26,
Golden Text, Luke 13, 15. Par. Passages, 1st
Tim , 6, 10, Eph. 5, 3, Col. 3, 5.

Let us consider, 1st, The sin itself. From
chapter 6, we learn that the Lord, by Joshua,
had forbidden the Israelites to take for them-
selves any of the spoils of Jericho. Every-
thing that lived was to be killed, and the city
was to be burned with all thatit contained,
except the silver and gold and other metals,
which were to be dedicated to the service of
God, It was intimated to the people that
the violation of this command would bring a
curse on them and on their future undertak-
ings. Achan, however, finding an opportuni-
ty to secrete several valuable articles when
no human eve was upon him, could not re-
sist the temptation. He thus committed a
gross act, first of disobedience, second, of sac-
rilege, because the stolen articles were to
have been dedicated to God's service—and
thirdly of treason against his nation because
it suffered on account of his crime.

2ndly. The consequence of his sin, (a) fsrael
was troubled,—the expedition against Ai, as
we learn from the first part of the chapter,
disgracefully failed, and severni innocent
men punished. If expiation hsd not been
made, other and more terrible revarses would
have followed. Sin’s most fearful character-
istic is, thatits attcndant evils can pever ix
be confined to the sinner himself. Adam'’s
sin ruined unnumbered millions. The drunk-
enness of a father plunges his children into
degradation and misery. Who can calculate
the amount of sin and suffering that inay re-
sult, during the lapse ot ages, from onetrans-
gression? This is true, indeed, not ouly of
sin but of holiness. The first is an awful, the
second a delightful thought, but both should
induce children to forsake sin and to seek af-
ter holiness. (8.) The offender was discorered.
The tribe of Judah, the division of the Zarhi-
tes, and the family of Zabdi were successive-
ly taken by lot ; and we can imagine how
Achan's heart died within him as the finger
of God thus pointed nesrer and nearer to
himself: and how great would be his remorse
when at length he stood revealed as the cul-
prit, before the thousands of Isiael. How
terrible is the thought that a dav will ar-
tainly come when the sins snd follies which
we how fully 1, will, they
are repented of and pardoned, be proclaimed
betore an assembled universe.

3rdly. The Confession. It was late, in-
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deed, but full, free, and without any attempt
at extenuation. Joshua's address to Achan
suggests two important thoughts. He calls
him *‘ My son” showing that whileas a judge
he must punish, he still pitied the criminal,
and felt for him as a father, thereby setting a
noble example to all who are called on to ad-
minister justice. In calling on him to give
glory to Grod, he also points out to him that
y confessing his sin before the people he
would glorify God's omniscience in revealing,
and his justice in punishing bis sin; and from
this we learn that the humble confession of
our gins is highly pleasing to God as well as
necessary to our spiritual welfare. Achan
describes the art'cles which he nad stolen—a
Babylonish garment—or, as Josephus writes,
[ roz:l garment woven entirely of gold--such
a robe as princes wore, and perhaps belong-
mg to the King of Jericho, Two hundred
shekels in weight of silver would be abuut
$112 of our cusrrency, The words ‘‘I saw,”
**I coveted,” **I took,” point out the rise,
progress, and consummation, not only of
Achan's but of all sin; and should warn usto
banish every thonght of forbidden pleasure.
Let us use the prayer of the Psalmist: ¢* Turn
away my eyes trom beholding vanity.”
4th. The punishment. Achan and 2ll his
family were stoned to death and afterwards
burat, with all their possessions. The crime
was heinous, it was brought home to the
offender, not only by his confession, but by
the discovery of the articles in his tent, and
required a terrible punishment—especially as
it was necessary to teach the Israelites, just
commencing their great work of conquest, a
lesson of implicit obedience. As children
}m Deut. 24, 16) were not to be punished
or the offences of their Futnts, we must be-
Ligve}.hat Achan’s family were implicated in
is sin.

SECOND SABBATH.

Sussecy:—Ebal and Gerisim. Joshua 8:
30—35. Golden Text, Deut. 30: 19. Read
Leut. 11: 29, 30; and Deut. 27: 2—26.

israel had now crossed Jordan and had
taken Jericho and Ai. The land was new
befuce them. The two cities just mentioned
were the first fruits of the conquest: the full
harvest would assuredly bLe gathered in.
Hence Is ael must now remember the injunc-
tion of Mores twice gven, must go to Kbal
and Gerizim, a:4 must in oue of the grandest
national acts, if nov tue grandest ever per-
formed, declare their heany assent to the
truth that God's blessing might be expected
on a people's obedience, but Lis curse upon
their disobedience. Iu this solemn federal
transaction, too, they @ust renew their cove-
nant engagements, be encouraged to go for-
ward to conquest, and be reminded by what
tenure they hold the Jand. .

It was fitting that in the very outset this
solemn transaction should ttkeemce. Some
think that the scene was not so far from
Jordan as the localities now known as
Ebal and Gerizim, alleging in support of
this view that it would be dangerous
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for the people to go so far at once into the in-
terior of the country. To this view it may
be replied, 1. Uniform tradition is in favor
ot the present kbal and Gerizim; 2. God
could easily put the fear of the Israclites upon
the inhabitanta of the land; 3. Ebal aud
(ierizim were in the very heart of the coun-
try, and they might be regarded as represent-
ing the whole country; 4. This was hallowed
ground. It was the tirst spot where Abraham
reated, and where he erected an altar, (Gen.
12:6,7. See also in connection with Jazob's
Listory, Gen 33: 19.)

Matthew Henr:- remarks that the reason
why the alter was crected on Ebal, the
mount on which the curse was put, Deut 11:
2¢, was to signify ** that there, where by the
law we had reason to expect a curse, by
Christ’'s sncrifice of himself for un, we have
peace with God; He has redeemed us from
curse of the law, by being made a curse for
us. The curses pronsunced on Fbal would
immediately have been executed, had not
atonement been made by sacrifice.”

The law, probably only the ten command-
as being the sum of the whole, was written
upon plastered stones. This insacription, with
the altar of rough stones on which the sacri-
tice had been offered, was lelt on Mt. Ebal.
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him of what God had said concerning the fu-
ture ownership of the district visited by the
spies. (See Numb. 14: 24.) It is well for
us to remember God's promises, and expect
their fulfilment. Forty-tive years had elapsed
and yet Caleb had not forgotten the promise,

Vv. 8.—Caleb whollv fullowed the Lord his
God. He was not half-hearted. He was not
unbelieving. His fuith was strong, and_his
expectation high, notwithatanding the diffi-
culties in the way. And the Lord honoured
him,honored him in recording his stedfastness,
in sparing him and Jo.“ua alone of all the
people over 20 vears of age to enter the pro-
mised land, and in giving him a goodly heri-
tage in a green old age. Here then is anim-

rtant lesson for the voung. They should

ollow the Lord wholly. They may at one
time be laughed at, and at another threaten-
ed, for their piety. But let them cling to the
Lord in all simplicity of faith ; and shou!d they
be spared to an old age, it will be pleasant
to review the past, and for themy the future
can have no dread.

Vv. 12.~Caleb asked for a tract possessed
Ly the Anakim, a powerful people who had
fenced cities. Look at this man’s faith. God
promised him this district, and these Anakim
are as nothing. Look, too, at hishumble de-
God - if 30 be the Lord will

In the valley hetween the ins the
Levites stood with the ark of the covenant,
while six of the tribes stood on Ebal and six
on Gerizim. The tribes on Ebal responded
with simultaneous * Amens'” to the curses,
while those on Gerizim answered to the bless-

inga.

Nablus, the ancient Shechem lies between
Fbal and Gerizim. The valley has beensup-
posed 1o be too Lroad for the purpose stated in
this , but a gentleman long resident
in the neighhorhond has asserted that s voice
can be heard without difficulty across the
valley separating the two points in question.
Gerizim is said 1o be 2600 feet high, and
Ebal about 2700.

DOCTRINES.

1. Nations should remember that right-
cousness will exalt but sin will destroy. Read
history for illustrations.

2. God is good in so faitfully ard solemnly
setting before all who have the Bible, the
blessing and the curse.

3. Let us ehoose the blessing. And for
this purpose muy we first come to Christ for
pardon, and then trust in God for Chaist's
sake to keep us from falling.

THIRD SABBATH.

SuBJIECT :— Calel’s Inheritance, Joshua 14 :
6—15. Golden text, Jobn 12: 26. Read also
the 14th chapter of Numbers.

Eleazer the priest, and Joshua the son of
Nun, and one prince of each tribe were chosen
to divide the land by inheritance. Of theiribe
;\f J :ddlh Caleb the son of Jephunneh was se-
ected.

Vv. 8.—Before the work of division com-
meaced, Caleb came to Joshus and reminded

d upon
be with me, then [shall be able to drive
them out as the Lord said.”” He was not dis-
appointed in leaning on Jehovah's arm.

mt our faith like Caleb’s he ctrong. Has
God promised anything? Let us expect it.
We should never say, ‘‘ The Anakim are
there,” *‘There is a lion in the way,”
&c. But at the same time let us be
humble. Should we ever in our own strength
go against Anakim, we must fall.

Vv. 14.—Great emphasis is rut upen Ca-
leb's following the Lord wholly. m
Numb. 14: 24. Because he follwed the Lord
wholly he obtained Hebron. We should at-
?dll: great importance to a life of stedfast
aith.

The city of Hebron itself was given to the
priests and was made one of the cities of re-
fuge, but ** the fields of the city, and the vil-
lages thereof,” were given to Caleb. Hebron
is one of the most ancient cities existing,
(Numbers 13: 12,) and its Listorical associa-
tions are most intercsting. Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob spent much of their time in its
neighborhood, where they were all entombed.
But 50 long as it lasts the name of Caleb the
son of Jephunneh wha wholly followed the
Lord God of Israel shall not be forgotten.

FOURTH SABBATH.

SunirCT:~— The land dirided, Joshua 13: 1
~ 10; Golden text, Psalm 16: 6.

In previous lessons we had studied the con-
quest of the land of Palestine, now we come
to the division of the Jand among the twelve
tribes. Besides the picreribed leason it will
be necessary to read Chron, 14:1-5,and &

part of chapters 15, 16, 17.

Vv. 1. Shiloh, for location see Judges 21:

19+ It was situated in the centro or midst of
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the laad. Conrvenicent, therefore asa rallying
point, and sclected apparently for that very
reason.

The Tabernacle of the Congregation. Hi-
therto it had Leen at Gilgal, but now that the
people had advanced into the country it is
removed to a more suitable place. At Shiloh
it remained till the days of Samuel.

V.2—S8even tribes had not yet received
their inheritance, the other five, had, and as
follows: (The tribe of Levi is not counted. It
had no inheritance among the others, (Vv. 7)
See also Joshua 13: 33.

Two tribes and a half had their lot on the
east of the Jordan, viz., Reuben, Gad, and
balf the tribe of Manasseh. For particulars
concerning this consult Numbers 32nd chap.
Of the the apportionment of the lots of the
remaining two and a half tribes, viz., Ephra-
im, Judah, and the western half of Manasseh
we have not so clear an account, and cannot
exactly tell when and where the apportion-
ment was made. For the !ot of Judah see
chapter 15: 1, 13; that of Ephraim see 16: 5
~10, and the western half of Manasseh's lot
was on the north of Ephraim. The tribes
that had not yet received their inheritance
were Benjamin, Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar,
Asher, Naphtali, and Dan.

Vv 3.—Joshua reproves these tribes for
dilatoriness, and urges them to diligence in
taking possession of the land.

Vv. 4-7.—Describe the way in which the
work was to be done  Each tribe was to se-
lect seven men; and these chosen men, twen-
ty-one in all were to divide the land that ve-
mained into seven parts. Judah on the
south and Ephraim and Manasseh on the
north were not to be interfered with. And
after they had divided the land into seven
parts, they brought the same— the divisions
they had made—to Joshua at Shiloh, and he
apportioned them by lot.

. 8, 9.—Joshua is obeyed, hiscommands
are carried out, and afterwards at Shiloh the
apportionment is made by Joshua. At Stiloh
because it wasa sacred place, and it had to
be done before the Lord that it might stand
wviolably.

For the teaching of this lesson & map of
Palestine is absolutely requisite.

LESSONS.

1. God provides for all his people & better
inheritance than Canaan was for the Israelites,
even aa inheritance that is incorruptible, &c.
1 Peter 1: 4.

2. He disposes of it as he will, and to
whotn he will, for it is his.

3. But he gives to each a portion, nons
are overlooked or passed by.

—-—W—
St. AxprEW’S Church, Halifax, was
eutered by some evil-disposed person or
rsons one night last month, who over-

auled the wardrobes of the vestry, and
stole several articles from the building.
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Hews of the Chureh.

Nova Scotia.

NEW YEAR GATHERINGS.

It has been customary, for some time
past, for the Sabbath Schools connected
with the Church of Scotland in Halifax
to meet, on the first morning of the
New Year,in onc of the churches, to
engage in services appropriate to the
day, and witness the distribution of
prizes to deserving scholars. The usual
practice was departed from this year,
and each school held its own anniver-
sary in the Church to which it belong-
ed. Indeed, the increase in numbers
and interest has been such that some
arrangement of the kind becawe almost
anecessity, as, in favorable weather, it is
doubtful if any une of the churches would
contain all who would like to be present.
And the experiment proved a decided
success. The work of making and carry-
ing out the arrangements was more
equally divided among all the teachers;
each congregation felt a special interest
m its own school, and assembled in lar-
ger numbers; the giving of prizes was
less tedious to spectators; and the pro-
ceedings were more lively than they
couldhave been if all were concentrated
in one building.

The teachers of St. Andrew’s school
provided a most enjoyable entertain-
ment on New Year's Eve, when alinost
every scholar connected with the school
was present and sat down to a bountiful
Tea. The basement was very neatly
decorated. Bunting bung in graceful
folids upon the walls; entwined about
the pillars and over the doorways were
fragrant evergreens; mottocs met the
eye on every hand; next trimmings were
suspended from gasalier and ceiling ;
while over the speaker’s stand were the
words, *“ Welcome; we wish you a
Happy New Year;” and before the
chairman stood a magnificent vase of
flowers that dispelled for the time all
thoughts of the piercing frost without.
About seven o’clock, the scholars re-
assembled in the basement, and a large
number of parents and friends entered
and occupied nearly all the remaining
space. Rev. John Campbell, the
pastor, presided, addressed the audience
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at intervals, and carried out the pro-
gramme in such a way that two hours
passed by ere the slightest symptoms of
weariness became visible. The Super-
intendent, Mr. Johin Cook, several of the
teachers of the school and elders of the
congregation, and the pastor of St.
Matthew’s, gave short addresses, which
were interspersed with some of the most
delightful vocal music imaginable, with
organ accompaniment, conducted by the
scholars with a heartiness and correct-
ness that showed how eftective bad been
Mr. Mitchell's course of training.
About quarter to nine the distribution
of prizes began. 29 books were given
to a8 many scholars who did not miss
one Sabbath during the whole year; 14
to as many more who failed in being
present only one Sabbath during the
year; s cial prizes of merit were also
given by the pastor, secretary and
others, for special objects; several of
the teachers also gave presents to the
scholars of their classes, numbering
about 40 volumes—thus showing the
prizes awarded to be between 80 and
90. Besides these, there was presented
to Miss Taylor, the accomplished organ-
ist of the school as well as of the congre-
gation, a costly set of Jewelry,—tender-
ed, in the name of the Trustees of the
Church, by Jobn Gibson, Esq., who ex-
pressed, in appreciative terms, the senti-
ments of the congregation regarding the
value of her services; and a very pretty
Card-case was also presented to Miss
Calder, by the scholars of her class.

The proceedings came to a close
about quarter East 9, after singing the
National Anthem ; and sure we are
that the Benediction was never given,
on a similar occasion. to a more gratified
band of christian workers, or a happier
company of the youth of the church.

RicumonD.—-The annual gathering
of the Richmond Sabbath School was also
held on the afternoon of Thursday—the
last day of 1874. Despite the extreme
cold, most of the children were present,
as well as many of the parents and
others. The first part of the proceed-
ings took place in the church, and con-
sisted of singing and prayer, addresses
by Revs. D. Neish, of Musquodoboit.
and J. F. Campbell, the pastor (who is
also Superintendent of the Sabbath
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School), and the distribution of prizes,
which, as in the city churches, are given
for regularity of attendance. Mr. Neish
spoke of the truth that we are not our
own, but in duty bound to serve God
with all we are and all we have. Mr.
Campbell applied to the case of his
hearers the words of God to Joshua re-

arding the entrance on a new stage in
the progress towards possession of the
promised land :  This book of the law
shall not depart out of thy mouth; but
thou shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein:
for then thou shalt make thy way proe-
perous, and then thou shalt have good
%xccess. Have not I commanded theeﬁz

e strong and of a good courage;
not afrait,l;, neither begot‘;lou dir:r;ayed;
for the Lord thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest.” Twenty-
four prizes were given this year—twelve
being to scholars who had been present
every Sabbath in the year. This
means more in Richmond than in the
heart of the city, where there are good
pavements and comparatively good
walking throughout the year. 1t is also
worthy of remark,—as showing that the
principle on which the prizes are given
i3 not an unreasonable rewarding of
scholars for being conveniently situated
as regards attendance,—that half of those
who received prizes live at considerable
distances from the school, and that some
of them are very young.

In connection with the distribution of
prizes there were two presentations—
one of a tastefully and well-bound
Bible, to Mrs. McMillan, from her class
of young women ; the other, also of a
superior copy of the Bible, from the
minister and teachers, to Mr. Walter
Bennett, expressive ot their very high
appreciation of his services as Secretary
and Libarian.

At the conclusion of these more form-
al exercises, an adjournment was made
to the Sabbath School Hall, to which
there is a passage from the Church,
through the vestry, and there all were
proviaed with a comfortable tea. First
the younger scholars sat down; thena
beautiful Christmas-Tree was stripped
of its load of articles of clothing, toys,
illuminated text-cards, etc., which were
given not only to members of the infans
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class, but to the younger scholars, pre-
ference being given to the more meritor-
ious who had not received prizes ; then
the scholars were dismissed, being
served with apples as they left the
Hall ; after which the teachers, parents
and older scholars who had been assist-
ing in serving, sat down to enjoy their
own tea in a quite manner, which was
agreeable by way ot contrast—though
there had previously been quite as good
order as s generally kept by a large
number of children around a Christmas-
tree, the strange froit of which is being
plucked and distributed among them.

The North West Arm gathering has
not yet taken place.

The scholars of St. Matthew’s school
were summoned to their annual gather-
ing, in accordance with time-honored
custom, at 10 o'clock on the morning of
New Year's Day. Although the hour
was early, and the mornng bitterly
cold, they met at the church with com-
mendable promptness. About 350 were
present. Rev. G. M. Grant presided,
and conducted the cxercises. Music
and addresses, distribution of prizes,
and the dismantling of a magnificently-
adorned Christinas Tree by the Infant
Classes, composed the programme, after
which all were treated to bountiful
supplies of those good things which
‘“sweeten” the recollections of this
Jjoyous scason. Rev. D. Neish, of Mus-
quodoboit, opened the wmeeting by
engaging in devotional exercises, and
Rev. J. Campbell, of St. Andrew’s, and
the pastor of the congregation, impress-
ed suitable words of counsel upon
young and old. From Mr. Grant’s ad-
dress we were pleased to learn of the in-
creasing prosperity of the school. Hav-
ing, in the person of Mr. Lindsay, 2 most
thoroughly efficient and devoted super-
intendent, the work is systematically
and faithfully conducted in all its
details. There are also 60 teachers and
office-bearers, every one of whom are
members in full communion with the
church, and zealous co-operators in all
Sabbath school work. A large number
of the scholars are also communicants—
in some cases, whole classes sitting
down to the Lord’s Table beside their
parents. Among the 400 scholars on
the roll are children of four years of
age, and en of forty, and, doubtless,
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the number would be larger were the
accommodation sufficient. = Mr. Grant
appealed to the wealthy people of the
congregation for funds to e¢nable them
to build a commodious school-house, in
order to extend the operations of the
school, which, we trust, will be libemlly
responded to.  Another source of grati-
tude was the liberality of the offerings
of the school. Last year there were
§400 raised for various objects; on the
last Sabbath of the year, 370 were
realized by a collection for the poor.
‘Lhe total number of prizes awarded was
109—24 of which were given to scholars
not connected with the church, but who
attend the Sabbath School, and merited
the gift. Of the 109, 70 were for at-
tendance during every Sabbath of 1874.
A very valuable set of works, compris-
ing 24 volumes, was presented to Mr.
John Cook-—now Superintendent of St.
Andrew’s. ‘These were given by mem-
bers of St. Matthew’s, in token of their
appreciation of his services as precentor
of the congregation and the Sabbath
School for the past five years. Mr.
Cook replied in terms of gratitude, and,
in closing, conveyed to the school the
fraternal greetings of St. Andrew’s,
according to resolution passed at the
latter’s entertainment on the previous
evening.  Miss Hesson, the amiable
young organist of the Sabbath School,
was also the recipient of a beautiful

it. The proceedings closing with the
‘lz\Tational Anthem and the Benediction.

Tue Truro Sun gives the following
account of the New Year gathering of
Rev. Mr. McMillans Sabbath School in
that place, which, we are glad to learn,
is in a first-rate condition :—

% On Monday cvening last the good
folk connected with St. Paui's church
Sabbath School had their annual
festival, and a good one it proved to be
in all respects, the little people enjoying
themselves to their hearts’ content. The
large and spacious Association Hall was
comfortably filled with men, women and
children, the latter, of course, largely pre-
dominating. Everything that their in-
senuity could invent was appropriately

one by the teachers and fricnds to the
end that the children might enjoy them-
selves, and in this they were not mis-
taken, the happy smiling little faces that
were present on that occasion bearing
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ample testimony in that direction. One
of the greatest oljeets of intevest was
undoubtedly the large and handsome
Christmas tree, which, apparently so
natural, caused some of the wee ones to
wonder how it got there; later their de-
light knew no bounds, when its prolific
branches supplied a present for every
child in the hall.  During the evening
Mr. MeMillan, pastor of the congrega-
tion, was the recipient of a valuable
pair of fur gloves and collar, together
with a very handsome lamp, a present
from the pupils in onc of the Bible
classes of the school. The gift was
accompanivd by an appropriate address
admirably spoken by a lad of very ten-
der years, named Murray, who did him-
self much eredit by the mannerin which
he discharged the duty devolving on
bim. Quite a number of books and
other presents were given by teachers to
deserving boys and glvls in difterent
classes. The proceedings were inter-
spersed at intervals by music, speeches
and recitations, and the entertainment
was in all respects 2 decided success.
The report of the Superintendent, Mr.
Samuel Archibald, proves that the
school isin a decidedly flourishing con-
dition, and in this way, and by their
zeal 1n other respects, we are fully sensi-
ble of the fact that the auld kurk, in this
town, is ‘lengthening her cords and
strengthening her stakes’ in a most
commendable manner.”

This congregation scems to be the
most prolific of gifts of every conceivable
kind that we have within our Synod, for,
besides the above and numerous others
already chronicled, we believe Mr. Me-
Millan has recently been presented with
a fine cow costing $42, and sufficient
fodder to maintain her for the winter.

PICTOU.

At the usual Tmrterly meeting of the
Presbytery of Pictou, held Nov. 26th,
the fullowing appoiutinents were made
for the current quarter :—
W.B. E. River. Sab, Jan.{17—Rev. Mr. Dunn,
b " Feb. ¢ Herdman.
E. B. E. River, Sab, Jan. 10—Rev. Mr. Mc-
Kichan.
E. B. E. River, Sab, Jan. 31—Rev. Mr. Mc-
Cuan.
Gairloch, Sah., Jan. 31—Rev. Mr. McColl.
- ¢ Feb. 14— ‘¢ ** Murray,
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NEw Grasgow.—The Congregation
worshipping in St. Andrew’s Church,
New Glasgow, bave introduced an organ
into the Church. We believe it met
with comparatively little  opposition.
The music is much improved since its
introduction.

WestvinLe.—We hear it whispered
that it is also intended to get an organ
into St. Philip’s Church, Westville, not
so much from their love of instrumental
music, as from their belief that it will
greatly help the choir.

SartsprINGS.~The Rev. W. Me-
Millan has received a call from Dal-
housic. Mills, and Cote St. George.
Ont., guaranteeing a stipend of 1000,
exclusive of two manses and two glebes.
His present stipen 1 is $720.  The Salt-
springs Congregation, on hearing that
the call was coming, held a meeting,
and unanimously resolved to record
their appreciation of Mr. McDM's services
as their pastor, and express their desire
that he <hould continu« to labour among
them, and, in proof of their sincerity,
they further resolved to add $120
annually to the stipend,—thus increas-
ing it to $840 per annumn,

\We belicve Mr. McMillan is proot
against the temptation or the ¢ larger
stipend ” and other pecumary advan-
tages offered by the Church in Canada,
and will continue to labour among a
people who have, before this last sub-
stantial evidence,given frequent proofs of
their attachment to hiw.

E. B. East River.—It is rumour-
ed that the “ Kirk” Congregation, and
congregation of the P. C. L. P%, are
seriously considering the propriety and
advantages of uniting under one pastor,
the pastor to be chosen by the United
Congregation.  Such practical Union
will bless and be blessed.

W. B. East River.—We have not
learned thai the West Branch Congre-
gation bave yet made up their minds as
to whom they shall entrust their banner.
We bope they may soon rejoice in hav-
ing a pastor “ after God’s own heart.”

River Jony 1s having its season of
refreshing.  Rev. Mr. McCunr: has held
a series of Evangelistic Services in his
church, which, we have reason to
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believe, have been much blessed. The

meetings were largely attended, and the

services were solemn and impresive.

We understand that {Ir. McCunn was

::cent!_v made the recipient of n gift of
69.

Roorr’s HiLL.—The spisited con-
gresation of Rager’s Ilill have, of late,
vastly improved their Church both out-
wardly and inwardly, and can now wor-
ship in it with comtort and some degree
of pardonable pride. Tae work has
been done by the skilful, tasteful hand
of George McKenzie, Esq., of Four Mile

.

McLzrran's MounTtaIN.~We learn,
with much pleasure, that the Rev. W,
Stewart, of McLellan’s Mountain, has
returned from his native land, after an
absence of three months, improved in
health, and invigorated in spirit.

CAPE BRETON.

It rejoices us greatly to learn
the good news presented by Mr. Me-
Lean in the following Report of his
labors there, as to the interest manifest-
ed by aur attached people in the ordin-
ances of religion. It is to be heped
that ere long they will be able to wel-
come one among them who will regu-
larly break unto them the Bread of
Life :—

To the Editor of the Record:

Drar Sia:—It is now so long since I
have left Cape Breton that an account of
my work seems to be out of place ; but, as
some of your readers may be anxious to
know what I was doing, and as my delay
in wriing ‘was unavowdable, 1 will, even ay
this Iate hour, send you a short repart.

After I had falfilled my appointment to
River Inhabitants, I went to Loch Lo-
mond, where I was to labour during the
rest of the summer. 1lere I received, from

oung and old, the Highland welcome,—

Se bhur leathudk an dughaich. Around
the Loch are settled about one hundred
and twenty fawilies, all of whom are Pres-
byterians, but, as a matter of course, some
belong to the “auld” and some to the
now Kirk. They have two churches, both
of which are finished ousside, bui the ia-
side of each is found wanting. In the
Kirk, {8t. Columba), we assembled for
public worship twice every Sabbath and
once tach week. It may be interesting
and profitable to some of the readers of the
to know how these mectings were
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attended, and what sacrifice some had to
maka to he present at them.

On Wednesday afternoon, at about o
quarter to 5 o’cluck, you might sec men,
women, and children, wending their way to
the place of worship. Some of these walk-
ed four or five miles to be present at the
prayer meeting ; and, after we had poured
out our common supplications at the
Throne of Grace, they re-walked every step
of the way home. Durinyg the busiest sea-
soas, they scarcely ever missed a meeting. It
has often been said that it is easier for coun-
try people to attend religious mectings than
it is for city people. This will be readily
acknowledged if it can be proved that it is
easier to walk five miles than it is to walk
one quarter of & mile. As for other things,
there is no difference. A dollar in the
conntry is worth a hundred cents, and it 3s
warth no wore in the city. Sixty minutes
invariably make one hour in the country,
and, if I am not mistaken, when I lived
the city, sixty minutes never failed to
make an hour. But let us ook at the
Sabbath-day attendance when city and
country people are ou equal footing, as tar
»» dollars and cents are concerned. At
Loch Lomond, ncarly every Sabbath, wes
ot dry, every inch of the church was occa-
pied.” Even, the aisle was at times s
crowded that one could scarcely press
through from the door to the Bihle-stand
opposite at the end of the building. I
have even seen so many that we had to
leave the church and conduct the worship
ontside. But how far did they travel &
attend public worship? Thero was one
familv—father, mother, and threc or four
children,—who travelled fiftcen miles to
church regularly cvery Sabhath. The
father and one of the boys rode on horse
back, hut the vest walked. To accomplish
this task, they had to get up at 4 a’clock
in the morniag, and leave ac six. They
always waited for the afternoon service,
which dismissed betwecn five and six, and
then verv often walked home aguin that
night. Besides, the road they had to
travel was principally through woeds, and
was so bad that city people eannot form
any canception of it. Different families
walked twelve and ten miles regularly
every Sabhath morning to chorch, and
they were always in gond time. Tt is doubt-
ful if one of & hundred of the city people
would ever hear the Gospel it they had to
walk fifteen miles for it.

The attention paid to what was spoken
was as remarkable as the attendance.
Even lads, I have been told, when they
went home at nighs, could repeat in order
most of the addvess. From these circum-
stances, we would naturally look for some
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good results, and it is with no small degree
of confidence and pleasure that 1 can say
that some were Jed to embrace Christ,
others were revived and encouraged. Some
wrote me Jetters, eaying they wished to
turn to God, and asked to be prayed for;
others reut word, saying that they wished
to be spoken to personully about their
souls salvation.

1 have alresdy veforred to the unfinished
state of our church at Loch Lomond. It
would not he so if the people could help
it, for never have I seen a body of mea
strive s0 hard to finish their place of wor-
ship. When any work can be done, they
doat like men, but the loss they sustained
from the pgreat gale of the 24th August,
1873, was so grear, that they could not
subscribe any moucy this year. Under
these circumstances, it was with grateful
hearts the trustees reccived the handsome
sum of sixty dollars from their fricnds in
Halifax. I may say that all the materials
required to finish the church are on the

vound ; and, if the trustees had abiout one
undred dollars more added to their funds,
they could go on with the work.

All that the people were expected to
contribute tawards the support of the
Gospel, they gave without being once
asked for it. But we must reriember
that what they gave, in many instances,
was not what they could spare, but what
they very much needed themselves.

Joun McLean.

ExrrLaNATION.—In some unaccount-
sble manner, an interrogation mark (?)
on the proof-sheet of our last issue, got
into the wrong place, and made a very
awkward impression. In his Report
on Cape Breton, Mr. Gordon referred
to the well-known hospitality and kind-
ness of Mr. I). M. Sutherfand at Port
Hastings ; but the unfortunate intervo-
gation mark insinuated a doubt either
about Mr. Sutherland’s kindness, or the
testimony of the ministers, ar both, which
of course, surprised and annoyed both
Mr. Gordon and ourselves. We feei
that this explanation is due to alf con-
cernced.

s onen.

P. B Island.

Tur congregation of Orwell Head,
rt of the congregation of the late Rev.
. McDonald, Tately presented the Rev.
P. Melville, M. A., B. D., with a purse
containing Forty-eight Dollars, accom-
panied with a most friendly and enthu-
siastie address, showing that Mr. Mel-

ville's labours among them have been
productive of much good. In Mr. Mel-
ville's reply, teference is made to the
pleasure he enjoys from time to time, ag
the duties of his own parish permit, of
going among this flock so long without a
shepherd.  We use Mr. Melville’s own
words when we say that it is wot the
first nor the sccond time the same peo-
ple have shown their liberality within
the past year. Mv. Melville promises a
Report of his labours in his own parish
for next Record. As usual, we shall
hold space at his disposal.

New Brunswick.

CurisT™AS IN NEW ST. STEPHEN'S
Cuvrcn.—~The managers of this church,
under the genial intluence of the scason,
took it into their head to add #5060
to the salary of their pastor, the Rev. D.
Macrae, who was settled in the church
in July last. They not only raised
8500 from willing contributors, but $262
in addition, which, with the former sum,
they handed over to the pastor, the lat-
ter sum being a Christinas box, and the
former a permanent addition to his
salary, which becumes now $2000 a
year. These facts are most creditable
to this thriving church, and also to the
pastor.  Since My, Macrae’s settlement,
the attendance, membership, collections,
ete., have greatly increased. His ser-
mons have fully sustained the excellent
reputation which he brought to St.
John, both as regards their elevated
style and their solid contents, while as a

astor, Mr. Macrae is a general favorite.
Ve congratulate pastor and people on
their progress.—3t. Jokn Telegraph.

Upper Provinces.

LEGISLATION WITH RFEGARD TO
UnioN.—Legislation is required by our
Church in old Canada preparatory to
Union, because our Churcl there is an
incorporated body, and holds half a
mittion dollarsas a Tcmqoralitieo’ Fund,
besides other property. With us, legisla-
tion is only required to protect the ex-
isting rights of congregations.

The small minonty opposed to Union
ia old Canada resvlved to oppose the lo-
gislation. They did so last month in On-
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tario, but without the slizhtest measure
of success. First, an injunction in
Chancery to be served on the Synod,
forbidding it to go to Parliament, whas,
after full discussion, refused. The
Legislature was then petitioned not to
pass the bills; but the bills have passed
theic third reading without one man
voting against them.

In Quebce, things move more slowly,
as becomes a French province with its
three Estates. The House has adjourned
till Jan. 12th, but every thing is favour-
able, and no further opposition is appre-
hended. As far ns we know, only one
congregation in the Province of Quebec
has voted against Union, and there is
therefore less excuse there than in On-
tario for delaying the legislation that
may be required.

Rev. A. II. Cameron, of New Glasgow,
was recently ordained and inducted
into the pastoral charge of the con-
gregation of Mountain and South
Gower in the Ottawa Presbytery.
The services were of an unusually
interesting character. The Rev. Daniel
M. Gordon, B. D., of Ottawa, de-
livered an eloquent and appropriate
sermon from the words of Saul, * Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?” The
Rev. Mr. Smith of Chelsea, (after the
ceremony of ordination had taken
place), addressed the minister, after
which the people were addressed by the
Rev. Mr. Mullen of Spencerville.” An
opportunity was then afforded to the
congregation of becoming acquainted
with their new min‘ster, and, from the
many kind wishes that were expressed
for his welfare and success, it was quite
evident that they received him gladly.

The Preshyterian gives an interesting
summary of intellizence respecting the
various conarerations of our Church in
the Upper Provinces, which we condense
as follows :

The Rev. William Masson of Russel-
town has received a unanimouns call to
St. Andrew's church, Galt, vacant by
the translation of Rev.J. B. Muir to
Huntingdon ; immediate steps will be
taken by the Presbytery of Hamilton,
to give effect to the wishes of the people
at Galt.

Old St. Andrew’s Kirk, in Toronto,
has taken a new lease of life, and the
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Congrezation, imitating the good ex-
ample of other churches around them,
are manifesting a like degree of activity.
The pews are filled, and there is a heart-
incss about the services that is refresh-
ing. But thatis not all. Plans have
been drawn, and contracts entered into
for the erection of a new Church edifica
in the Western part of the city, on the
corner of King and Simcoe streets, and
immediately = opposite  (Government
Houve—one of the most eligible sites in
the city. The foundation walls indeed
are already built level with the ground,
and the structure will be proceeded
with early in spring. It will be one of
the finest churches in this city of fine
churches. The old church is to be com-
pletely venovated, and it is confidently
believed that there are ample materials
for the support of both, while the Mis-
sion Church, to give place for the new
one, has been removed still further west,
and will, under the superintendence of
the Rev. Mr. Barnbill, the Colonial
Committee’s Missionary, become the pio-
neer of a third congregation.

Montreal has about a dozen large and
influential Presbyterian Churches and
Congregations, and others are in course
of formation. Mission stations are to be
found at every ontlet of the city. St.
Andrew’s Church takes charge of the
« East End Mission,” where a site has
been acquired for a church. Sr. Pauls
Church, by means of its Forfar Street
mission, keeps ward and watch at the
northern approach of the Victoria
Bridge. St. Mattnew’s Church. enlarged
the other dry to twice its former capa-
city, will Loon be quite too small for its
increasing congregation.  St. Gabriel’s
is flourishing. An important improve-
ment has been effected in connection
with St. Mark’s, where a new Sabbath
School, very nearly, if not quite, aslarge
as the church itself, has just been com-
pleted. The Congregation are indebted
to Mr. Joseph Hickson, General Manag-
er of the Grand Trunk Railway, for the
valuable piece of ground on which the
building stands, and to Mr. Robert Kerr
and his staff of Sabbath school teachers,
who, with the liberal assistance of mem-
bers of the Congregation, devised the
ways and means, At the opening cele-
bration, a Soirce and Concert were
given, when there was a very large at-
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téndance, cvery available space bein,
oceupied.  Addresses were delivered,
and the Choir, under the leadership of
Mr. Pow, discoursed excellent music.
The outlay connected with this under-
taking was stated to be about $4,600.

The Presbytery of Montreal, through
its Home Mission Committee, takes the
oversight of the outlying stations.
Among these are Beauharnos and Cha-
teauguay, Laprairie and St. Lambert,
and the settlements north of the Ottawa
river, known as the augmentation of
Grenville. At Point Fortune, a branch
of the Chatham and Grenville Congre-
gation, a substantial stone Church, seat-
ed for three hundred, was opened the
other day by Dr. Jenkins and Mr.
Campbelf'oi Montreal, who had very
arge audiences on the occasi The
people of Russclton have finished the re-
pairing of their church at an expense of
over $700. The funds, with the excep-
tion of a few dollars for eztras, having
been raised by the unaided efforts of the
Congregation. The old church looks
“ a8 a8 new,” and, to crown all, it
has lately been presented with a bell
weighing 460 pounds and custing 8276
—the gift of a young man who left this
lbuarter a few years ago to settle ir ihe

nited States, who succeeded in buvi-
ness, and has taken this method of testi~
fying his continued interest in those
with whom in boyhood he worshipped.
His name is James H. McDowell.

From the Queen’s College Journal
we learn that three of Queen’s divine
ity students, Messrs. R. J. Craig, M.

cGillivray, and J. L. Stuart, have
gone for the winter to Old Scotia, with
the intention of prosecuting their Theo~
logical studies at the University of Ed-
inburgh.

Recent letters from Professor Mac-
kerras give encouraging accounts of bis
bealth. By this time he will have ess
tablished himself in his winter 11uarters
at Mentone in France, beautifully situ-
ated on the Mediterranean. On the
approach of spring the Professor will
move south, towards Rome, where be
will have a fine opportanity of turuin
to the best account his classical lore, an:
of having his enthusiasm rekindled at
the fountain head.
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Scotland.

Tae Rev. George J. Caie, formerly
of St. Stephon’s, St. John, has been ap-
pointed Colleague to the Rev. W,
Stevenson of Arbroath Parish Church.
In this pepulous Parish and large Con-
gregation, Mr. Caic will have ample
scope for the excrcise of those talents
which wrought such good results in his
former sphere of labour.

Tuz aboution of Patronage has al
ready began to produce good results.
The Established Church is now able to
hold out inducements and terms towards
Union ou an honorable basis to those
Churches which, mainly through * Lay
Patronage, “ went out” from her. In
the Presbytery of Perth¢ an interesting
discussion on the subject came up,
which resulted in the following resolus
tion :—* That the removal of Lay Pat-
ronage renders it incumbent on the
Church of Stotland to seck, by all pro-
per means, the healing of the unhappy
divisions which have been occasioned,
in whole or in part, by the operation of
the law of Patronage now repealed.”

The Rev. Dr. Nisbet of West St
Giles’, Edinburgh, is dead. He wasa
fait -ul and influntial clergyman of the
Church, and his Joss will be widely felt
and deeply regretted. His death, we
fear, will be seriously felt in the Home
Mission work, to which he devoted him-
self with zeal and success. The Edin
burgh Presbytery adjourned its regular
monthly meeting, out of respect to the
deceased.

Mg. Matnigson of Buccleugh Church,
Edinburgh, is again figuring before the
Church Courts in his old role. We
should fancy that the experience of a
former Assembly would have tauglt a
lesson in the proper quarter, but we
fear it has not.

IN THE PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOW,
the Rev. Mr. Hutchison, a minister of
the English Congvegational Church in
England, made application for admis-
sion to the Church of 8eotland, having
“ on practical and other grounds, been
led, under the Providence of God, to
abandon the system of Congregational-
ism.” The application was, like all
other similar ones; referred to & Com
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mittee, whose report will no doubt be fa-
vorable to admission.— We turthernotice
the licensing, by this Presbytery, of
Messrs. Gordon and Murray. Wehope
that these gentlemen will lose no time
in making their appearance in our
midst. Now is the time for * vacancies”
to be up and doing.

Dr. Story, of Roscneath, in the
Presbytery of Dumbarton, objected to
certain of the queries issued by thg Com-
mittee of Christian Life and Work, par-
ticularly those on Statistics,—the col-
lection of which. he maintained, was not
the work of the Church, but of a Gov-
ernment official.

Tag Rev. THoMAS ScotT having
been appointed to a charge in New
Zealand, the Presbytery of Edinburgh
met in Newington Church to forward
the appointment. The Rev. John All-
son conducted the serices.

Dunpee PResBYTERY.—On Wed-
nesday a meeting of this body was held
—Rev. Mr. Nicoll, Moderator. Rev.
Dr. Watson, Convener of the Committee
on Overtures, reported regarding an
overture having in view the pro-
moting of unity and friendly rela-
tions among the various Churches, in fa-
vor of allowing ministers of other deno-
minations, and who held the vital doc-
trines of the Standards o! the Church,
to officiate in Established Churches, the
minister of the congregation having af-
terwards to report to the Presbytery
the fact of the stranger’s officiating,
along with his name, &c. Some discus-
sion took place in the matter. The
committee recommended the adoption
of the overture. It was moved that the
committes’s report be approved of, and it
waspro that the overture be approv-
ed of, with the part of it deleted regarding
the minister having to report on astran-
ger occupying Lis pulpit. The averture
as it stood was agreced to by a majority
of 9 to 6.

PrRESBYTERY OF CarrstoN—THE
Patrovace Birr.—The Presbytery
ot Cairston, Orkney, at its November
meeting on Wednesday, unanimously
adop! for insertion im its rccords
the following deliverance anent the
abolition of Patronage:—“ The Pres-
bytery of Cairston, cousidering that,
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since their last ordinary mceting, a
bill for the abolition of patronage in the
Church of Scotland, and for vesting the
clection of the parish minister in the
congregation, as was petitioned for by
this Presbytery in 1871, has been intro-
duced and passed through Parliament,
did unanimously resolve *o record their
thanks to Almighty God for so ausgio
cious an answer to the prayers of His
servants. The Presbytery hail the re-
peal of the Act of the tenth year of
Queen Anne, chap 12, as removing
what has been & prolific source of weak-
ness in, and sccession from, the Na-
tional Church, and a barrier to reunion.
They rejoice to observe how fully, in
the Patronage Abolition Act, the spirit-
ual independence of the Church ie ac-
knowledzed anew by the British Legisla-
ture, and how much more has now been
granted than was insisted on by those
esteemed fathers and brethren who, in
1842, petitioned the Crown for deliver-
ance from the grievance of patronage,
and in consequence of the unfavourable
response which they received, seceded
from the Church of Scotland in 1843.
The Presbytery rejoice that, in this
matter, Parliament has done all that
could, after the lapse of thirty years, be
reasonably expected fromit. Consider-
ing also that, in accordance with the
Woestminster Confessicn of Faith, it de-
volves, not on the State, but on the
Church, to open up to those whoi pa-
tronage has repelled from her pale, bur
who still adbere to her principles, and
choose to return to her communion, the

rivileges ot the Establishment, the
’resbytery heartily concur in the rela-
tive overture recently adopted by the
Synod of Orkney, and anticipated by
the similar overture sent up from this
Presbytery to the General Assembly of
1871 The Presbytery likewise hereby
express their gratification at the manner
in which not only the adherents of the
Church of Scotland, but also many ad-
berents of the Free, Original Sccession,
and United Presbyterian Churches
within the bounds, true to the distinc-
tive principles on which their denomi-
nations were constituted, signed the pe-
titions in favor of the Patronage Aboli-
tion Bill. The disinterested manner in
which many patrons, by concurring in
the bill, facilitated the passing of it, is
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also peculiarl tifying; and while
noting the fne{ thga?tht{ bill passed with-
out a division through the House of
Lords, of which House the patron of all
the parishes within the boundsis a mem-
ber, the Presbytery would likewise
accord their appreciation of the support
given to the bill in the Houte of Com-
mons by the Hon. John Charles Dundas,
Lord-Lieutenant of the County, brother
to the present, and nephew to the late
Earl of Zetland, and also their appreci-
ation of the patriotic manner in which the
Lord Advocate originated and carried
through Parliament & measure so highly
conducive to the best interests of the
Church and people of Scotland.” The
clerk was authorized to send an extract
of this deliverance to the patron, the
Earl of Zetland, the Lord Licutenant of
the County, and the Lord Advocate.

Tue 181st annual report of the Wid-
ows’ and Orphans’ Fund of the Presby-
tery of Ayr was vead and approved. A
similar report was before the Presbytery
of Greenock.

THE members of the College Mission-
ary Socicty of the University of Edin-
burgh have undertaken the work of the
Old Talbooth Parish during the tempo-
rary absence of the minister, the Rev.
Mr. Wilson.

A beautiful stained glass memorial
window is in course of erection in the
parish churchot Streathblane, in memory
of the late Dr. Pearson, with the follow-
ing appropriate inscription :—* Search
the Scriptures® ; and * Erected by the
Parishiongrs of Streathblane in memory
of the Rev. James Pearson, D. D., for
thirty-one years the much-respected
minister of this Parish. He was born
12th August, 1818 ; ordained here 7th
July, 1842; -nd died 17th December,
1873. A good minister of Jesus Christ,
1 Tim. iv., 6. * What thy band findeth
to do.od'? it with all thy might’; Ecc.
iv., 10,

The Very Reverend Principal Caird,of
Glnﬁow University, by invitationof Dean
Stanley, delivered a lecture on “ Chris-
tian Missions,” in Westminster Abbey,on
the occasion of the intercessory services
for ign missions. He contended
that Christianity was the one system
which owned no limit but that of human-
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ity itself, and which was fitted and des-
tined to convert the world. Its truths
did not depend for their recognition upon
any external authority or sign, but sin-
ply upon this, that through them the
Spirit of Gal spoke to the spirit of man,
and the spirit and conscience of wman
everywhereandat all timescould respond
toit. Like Professor Max Muller, who
a‘)oke on the same subject in the same
place some time ago, Dr. Caird deliver-
cd his lecture under the nave, and not
from the pulpit of the venerable Abbey.
The unusual scene of a great Presbyte-
rian divine lecturing in an Episcopal
cathedral attracted a numerous gather-
ng.

N -
S o

Intellipenee,

A very intercsting and encouragi
Report of the Frencl?Aczdian Mision“lgs
given by Rev. Mr. Paradis in the Record

of the sister Church. He has been cheer-
fully aided by the people of the Church
of Scotland and U. P. Church alike, as

well as by other denominations. He
says, * Thousands have heard the claime
of the Acadian Mission represented to
them, and now, so far as I can judge,
there is no fear for the support of ¢
mission. * ® ® | feel encouraged
to think that, if it be the will of God, we
will s0on enter into & handsome house of
worship, and fres from debt. The cost,
besides the necessary outlay for stoves,
lampe, &c., is $2,700. The total amount
collected by myself is $2,854.64, besidos
subscriptions amounting to about $100.
From this total amount expenscs have to
bededucted. ®* ® *  Our hope is in
the young. We are anxious that a day
school shouldl be established & few miles
above Grand Falls, ard the house would
serve as a Mission-house for preaching
the Gospel.” Mr. Paradis gratefully
acknowledges the liberality of christians
of every name, who have manifested a
deep interest in the mission. God
perit! Inour next we will give one or
two incidents detaled in the Report,
which show the kind of work Mr.
Paradis is e in, and the opposie
tion with whic! has to contend.
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The religious services in connection
with the Week of Prayer bave been
largely attended in Halifax.

A Society has been forined for the de-
fence of the Church of Scotland. A pub~
lic meeting was held in the City Hall of
Glaseow, * of those favourable to the Dis-
establishinentofthe Church of Scotland,”
at which strong * resolutions” were pass-
ed. It appears that the abolition ot Pa-
tronage has not in the slightest degree
altered the estimate held by the oppo-
neats of the Church of Scotland, though
in former years it was the pet theme of
their denunciations. They say, “ The
Church of Scotland now clects her own
ministers, therefore she ought to support
them by voluntary effort.” The logic
of this sentence we refer to schoul-boys
to correct ; and yet we have only to add,
had logic and all,* Yes; give the Church
back her own lands and  money, which
she gave to the State at the Reforma-
tion (on the strength of which she now
receives State pay), and she will support
herself, and give every minister in Scot-
land—Frce Church, U. P. and all—one
half more salary.

A similar meeting was held in Edin-
burgh. An influential seciion of the
Free Church also take up the matter
with vigor. Dr. and a few other
Free Churchmen have all their sympa-
thies with the Establishineut, aund an
effort is being made by them to pave
the way for an honorable return of the
Free Church Highlanders to the Estab-
blished Church.

At the same time, a meeting of the
Theological Society of the Glasgow Free
Church was held, at which the following
resolution was passed, notwithstanding
those of the * Disestablishment Meets
ings” : « That the grounds which led to
the Iisruption of 1843 have been re-
moved by the Patronage Act of the pre-
sent Government.”

We observe the name of the Rev. G.
M. Grant as a contributor to Good
Wourds for 1875. His name is classed
amonyg the most eminent contributors in
Great Britain.  We might also add that
his book * Ocean to Ovean,” has been
published by the firm of Sampson, Lowe,
Marston, Lowe and Scarle, who have
brought out a fine, high-priced edition
of the work.
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Beach Street Presbyterian Chureh,
Boston, has been sold to the city autho-
rities for $115,000. The street is to be
widened.  The congregation intends
building & handsone place of worship
on the corner of Berkely Street and
Columbus Avenue, south end, nearly
opposite the vencrabe Dr. Blaikie's
Church. Rev. Mr. Graham's congrega-
tion (Reformed Presbyterian) has a very
comfortable building in that vicinity also.
We observe that Rev. Mr. Dunn is about
undertaking the editorship of a new
union wonthly paper to be called * Pas-
tor and People.”

Tue Cuunrcit AND THE QUERN.—
On Sabbath, Oct. 26th, Her Majesty
the Queen, heing at Balmoral Castle,
attended Divine service at Crathie Par-
ish Church, accompanied by Princess
Beatrice. ‘The Rev. Dr. Leces officiated,
preaching from Matt. xi., 2.3, and had
the honor of dining with Iler Majesty
in the evening.  The Rev. Mr. and
Mrs Campbell had the honor of a visit
from Her Majesty at Crathic Manse on
the forenoon of the following Friday,
and Mrs. Campbell Lad the hononr of
receiving, from the hands of the Queen
herselt, an elegant China Tea-service.
Tiis was no doubt a real * surprise
party at the manse.”

Itis in ways such as this that Her
Majesty has endeared herself to the
minds and hearts of the Scottish peo-
ple.  Long may she be spared to enjoy
the love and confidence of the nation,
which she has so worthily secured.

Dr. Vaughan, the Roman Catholic
Bishop of Galford, has been dencuncing
Gladstone’s pamphlet. He accuses its
author of being * 1rnorant of the science
of Catholic Thcongy 7" asks how le
should know “ the sacred science unless
he had been taught it;” and charges
him with “ asto:nding folly in attewpt-
ing to interpret it.”

RitGarist. — St. James's Chapel,
Brighton, England, of which the late
Rev. J. Purchas—whase name is so
closely connected with the most cele-
brated ccclesiastical case of modern
times—was the minister, has come to a
sad end. [t has been entirely demolish-
ed, and the altar, which was formerly
connected with so many ceremonics—
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which was argued about in the Church
Courts and the Common Judicial
and Privy Council—~has now been sold,
and is used for a taproom table in a
Brighton beershop, and the stalls which
were occupied by the choir are doing
duty at a neighbouring cating-house.

The Ewperor of Germany's opinion
of the Evangelical Alliance Conference,
is shown by the following letter from
Baron von Schloezer, German Minister
at Washington, addressed to Rev. Dr.
Schail, one of the editors of the volume
containing the Addresses delivered at
the Conference :

“Rev. Sir,—You have had the courtesy
of sending to His Majesty the Emperor,
the proceedings of the general Confcerence
of the Evangelical Alliance held in New
York in October last. It has pleased His
Majesty to express his satisfaction with
the rich results of that conference, and to
accept with great interest the volume as a
witness of Evangelical faith, brotherly
harmony and Christian love.  His Mujesty
has accordingly commanded me to express
his thankfulness to you. In complying
with the command of my Sovereiga, I take
the opportunity of assuring vou, reverend
sir, of my profound esteem.”

Muxtrrcext Lecacy.—The widow
of Henry Sibbald, late of Edinburgh,
has bequeathed £10,000 to the Free
Church of Scotland, to be equally divid-
ed betwecen New Cullege, Edinburgh,
and the Sustentation Supplementary
Fund, which goes to ministers of church
extension charges.

A writer in the Princelon Review of
1830 says: * Ministers have devoted an
undue proportion of their labor to those
that are grown up; whilst the voung, by
far the most hopeful part of their con-
gregations, have been almost wholly ne-
glected.”

Rev. De. Ashbel Green, shortly before
his death said : * If [ had m:y winistry to
go over again, 1 would give far more at-
tention to the children.”

Rev. Dr. Samuel Miller, in his seven-
ty-ninth year, said : ¥ After the observa-
tion of a long life, I have come decisively
to the conclusion that it 1 had my life to
live over again I would pay ten timncs as
much attention to the children of wmy
charge as] ever did when I had a charge.
1f 1 were now about to undertake the
care of & new or feeble church, I would
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consider special attention to the children
and young people of the neighbourhood
as one of the most certain and effectual
methods of collecting and strengthening
a large flock that could possibly be em-
ployed.”

ProressioN axp  Pracrice.—Some
time since Father Ignatius was abont to
reach at a well-known church. A popu-
Ku- hymn of Dr. Watts’ was sung before
the sermon, and when itended the preacher
repeated slowly the last line, ¢ Demands
my soul, my lite, my all.” Do vou know
that altogether you only put fifteen shillings
into the bag this mormng t—Ch. Herald.

We acknowledge receipt of No. 5 of
the Queen’s Colleye Journal, published
at Kingston, Ont.

B o

Poetrp.

Lost on Schiballion.

{A few vears ago the incident here alluded
to actually occurred, in all its details, in the
case of a poor woman, weak in health and of
failing mind.} :

SHEPRERD.
Oh, wherefore cam yc here, Ailie?
What has brocht you here?
Late and lane on this bleak muir and eerie,
A wild place this to be
For a body frail as ve,
Wi' tie nicht and yon storm-clouds, sae nea,
ve.

ATLIE.
Oh, dinna drive me back,
I canna leave my track,
Though nicht and the tcmpest should close
o'er me.
The warld I've left behind,
And there's nocht I care to find, .
Save Schihallion and high heaven that are
afore me.

SHEFHERD.
Oh, speak nac word o’ driving._
But wherefore art thou striving
For the thing that canna !:e, puir Aille?
Ye had better far return,
Where the peat fires bienly burn,
Aud vour fricnds wait ye down at Bohalie.
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The warld below is canld and bare,
Up yon's the place for prayers;
There the vision on my soul will break clearer,
My friends will hittle miss me,
And there’s only One can bless me,
To Him on the hill-top I'll be nearer.

SHEPHERD.

Schihallion's sides sae solld and steep.
And his snow drifts heap on heap,
What mortal would dream the nicht o’ scaling ?
Gin the heart pray below,
From nae mountain-top will go
Your prayer to heaven with cry more prevail-
ing.
AILIE.

Weak am I and frail, I ken,
But there's might that's not of men,
To bear me up—sae na mair entreat me;
Be the snow-drifts ne'er sae deep,
T have got a tryst to keep
Wi’ the angels that up yonder wait to meet
me.
t & & 2 * 2 @
The Shepherd home is go:e,
And she went on alone;
Night cam, but she cam not te Bohalie}
They socht her west and east,
Neist day, and then the neist,
On Schihallion's head they found pair Allie.

8tiff with ice her limbs and bair,

And her hands fast closed in prayer,
And her white face to heaven meekly turning ;

Down tbey bore her to her grave,

And they knew her soul was safe
In the home for which sac long she had been

yearning.
J. C. Snamrp.

= Bunday Magasine.
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. BULBS AND SEEDS!
Hlegant Illustrated Catalogue,
CONTALSING

EIGHT OCOLORED PLATES,
Mailed to agy address upon the receipt of 10
cents.

SEEDS, BULBS, &c.,
Faxsn and RELIABLE, sent by mail to any

part of the Dominion.
CHASE BROTHERS & BOWMAN,
Toronto, Onts
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ACEKNOWLBDGMENTS.

e
FOREIGN MISS810N FUND.

Col by congregations of Woodstock and
orthampton ..........e..

Col. by cony. of Roger's Hill...

o **  CapeJdoha....

Wallace.......

Wallace Ridge. 3 20

Fox Harbour.. 2 46 11 &4

Tuabusintac and Burat

" "
" “
. .
.“ “

ol ghurc fPHG
ol. by cong. of Port Hastin er (.
L.Gort'i‘on .......... .gs,p .. 10 00
Col. by cong. of St. Andrew's Churc
PiCtoU. . v ereaneasacnecnanssesss 41 81
$112 28
Jas. J. BREuNkR, Treasurer.
Halifaz, N. 8., January 4, 1875.

Mr. John McLean, Kingston, Ont., desires
gratefully to acknowledge receipt of a Post
Office order for Nineteen Dollars, being & Cg‘lft
from the young men of River Inhabitants, C.B.

PAYMENTS FOR “ RECORD."”

J H. McRobbie, St. John, N. B......8
D. McDonald, Senr., Bridgeville......
W. D. Mortison, St. John's, N.F. ...
Jas. McLeod, Glengarry .......o0000.
H. Findley, Vernon River Bridge, P.EL
Alex. McLennan, Roger's Hi [N
J. McLennan, Middle River, C. B.....
D. Stewart, Deltousie, N. B..........
A. McKenzie, Plcasant Valley, Glen-
Rev. J. Robertson, Tabusiutac, N. B..
John McKay, Millville....cc.ovevvnnnn
W. McLesn, St. Andrew's, N. B......
A. McPhie. Oxford, River Philip......
John J. Duff, Westville...ccoceinsnns
Donald McKay, Wallace.............
Miss Margery McMillan, Boston.. ...
W. McLeod, North River.... .......
W. B. Angus, Fel Creek, Cumberiand.
inabﬂislgp, l"ilgtou ...... po

. ubart, Tatamagouche .........
Js Fnrger, Watervale?.g.o.. teecevascann
A. A. Davidson, Newcastle, N. B
C. G. Gunn, Brozd Cove, C. B.... ...
A. Sutherland, Wentworth.......... .
Rev. A. B Dickie, Sheet Harbor......
Rev. W. McMillan, Saltsprings.......
Hugh Mclatosh, Elmsdale ...... cees
W. Croekett, Fredericton, N. B.......
Alex. A. McLean, Earltown.ceo......
Mrs. Wm. Crook, Lawrencetown .. ..
Mrs. Reid, Bedford.......
A. Orqubart, Folly Village. ......... .
Alex. McQuarrie, Hardwood Hill..... 3
Rev. Jas. Anderson. Newcastle, N. B.. 90 08
Jobn Murray, Spring Hill ....... .. . 93
A. McEachern, m, Inverness, C. B. (0}

Hualifaz:—J. 8 Cunnabell, J. Costley, Alex.
Troop, Mrs. Proudfoot, Geo. thun Watt,
M. Bethune, John McCalloch, G. McLauchlan,
Corporal Scott, A. G. Bremner, J. Taylor,
elder, J. Reeves, sr., 60 cents each.

W. G. PENDBR. Sec'y.
18 Blowers 5t., Halifaz, Jom 9, 1876,
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