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@ THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER PROVINGES.

AUGUST, 18S69.
THE‘{A"FE- MEETIAG OF SYN—dﬁ. The Elders numbered Fifty -M'Z‘otul—()n-c

I This was one of the most pleasant and Iurdred an Fifty. There were Scventeen
B profitable meetings ever held by the Sa- fmmslcrs absent, and Fw‘"ly lLl.ders. Thus
@ preme Court of our Church. There was if all our members were in their places our

B 1ot one case of appeal from any of our number would be upwards of Two Hundred.
eleven Presbyterics. The past must have | Some of “30 ministers were kept at home
been & year of profound peace and good by severe illness, and others by sudden

§ will among our congregations. We have | <alls of duty, seme came up who appeared
_ " seen on former eccasiors several precious | to need unbroken rest and carcful tending

® days taken np with painful and unprofitable rather than the worry of work and tm.vel.

B discussions arising from *“cases that did | Some travelled at lcastthi‘eel:"ndred mlle\;ﬁ

i 3 Newtoundland.

good to no one. Happily there was no- , One came all the way from 2
@ thing of this kind before us at Pictou. . We regret that .the nttendauceof.Elderswas
The Reports presented to the Synod ; not larger.  Itis of the greatest importance

'V: were deeply interesting, as ourezeaders may | that the Eld(.\l‘b: .sheuld .bt.z inspired with a

i well judge for themselves Ly perusing the | true cln'n'cl.x spit—a willingness to .labour

B present number of the Record.  Any chureh | for Christ in His own House of which are

B should be thankful to receive such Repouts ¢ officers. Why should not our Elders SllO‘XV

B s our Home and Foreign Boards present. | as much energy and emterprize in the work
¥ The discussions were all conducted with :Of the Church as they do in business, for
admirable temper, as well as with brotherly | example, orin the management of yeligions

R candourand courtesy. It is neither possible | or other Societies? One reason o doubt
I 0 desirable that men should alwags think | is that the Elder§ do not come with suf-
 clikc, but they can ax least differ courteously | ficient frequeacy into our Church Courts,

and discuss their differences carnestly, | and that thus comparatively few of them

B Lonestly, and kindly. It was thus that our | become acquainted with our forms of
B Synodical discussions were conducted. business and order.

g The devotional element received due pro- Among the delightfal episodes of the late
f winence, Prayer, praise and reading of | meeting was the reception of Rev, A. B\

the Scriptures were @ considerable part of | Kemp a delegate from the Canada Church
fevery day’s exercises.  This was as it | whose address was truly refreshing to all

Rshould Le; although here again it is | who had the privilege of hearing it. It was

g possible that some improvement might be | also very pleasant to hear the testimony of
made in the way of intermingling the busi- | Mr. Robertson, late of Aneciteum, to the
¥ ness with prayer and praise. cffects of our Foreign Mission work in the

B The nttendance was large. The minis- | South Seas. The Rev. G. Lambert of

g ters present numbered One Hundred ; four | Tripidad, was expected but did not arrive
8of these were  corresponding  members. | until the Synod was closed.

!
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Bluch time was spent in discussing the
policy of the Chureh with regard to-Minis-
terinl Education. No new Frofessor was
elected. The arrangements of last year
wers continneds A notice from Dy. King
of his intention te resign at the close of
next Session, called fortlr many warmy tri-
butes to his ivorthy and shewea very plainly
the high value set by the Chureh upon his
services.  The gudstion whether Professers
should be at the same time Pastors of con-
gregations; vras debated very fully, and de-
cided in the negative..

Much anxious thought wans given: te the'
subjees of the Supplementary Fund, and
arrangements made for bringing its claimse
fully before the congregations. The Synod
agreed unanimously to petition in favour of
the establishment of an Asylum for Tnebri-
ates ; and wish vegard to the Temperance
question, the usual earnestness was mani-
fested. A Fund for aged and. infirm Minis-
ters was instituted—not a day too soon.

Bus we need not vefer in detail to all the
business: transacted. FBhe Synod met on
Tuesday cvening and continued s sittings
wntil the afternoon of the following
Wednesday week, nfneteen sittings in all.
Wo arc eonfident that the Great Head of
the Church wes present to guide and bless;
end we truss thet every mewmber of the
Chuch will pray that a great and effectust
blessing may follow the decisions and
operations of the Synod. We hope the
Minutes and Reports will be read with due
care, and that shas theaffairs of the Church
shall be fully understood by all interested
in her prosperity.

Ca
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HOME RIS
SIONS, 1869.

* Our fathers came from the other side
of the flood, in old time,” and engaged
in a mission of love in these provinces,
for which we should be profoundly grate-
fal, to them as agents, and@ to their Greay
Master by whom they were commissioned:
and sustained. This gratitude, if indeed it
#xists in any good degree, will find its
most fitting expression in carrying on the
work whick they began, and this Board,
believing that a sharo both of the honour

aud responsibility of prosecuting Christ's |

work in this land, restson every member
of the charch, and o double measure on the
members of Synod) embrace gladly the
present opportunity of our annual gather-
ing together, to submit a short statement
of cvangelising work, and te-present a few
thoughts which may stir up pure minds by
way of remembranee.

IMPORTANCE OF HOME XMIS3IONS.

We submiv our staterments fully per
suaded has this-department of the ehurch’>
vork must grow in her estimation and eall
forth sympathy and prayer increasing with
every revolving senson.  Associnted to pre-
mote the glory of the Redeemer by saving
the perishing from their sins and misesics,
our first ficld beyond-all controversy is that
which lics nearest our oewnrdoor. If our
fivst work i3 within our own heart and the
sccond within eur own family, the third is
within our ewn country 7 and all that we
niay help to bring the whole world in sub-
Jjoetion to its rightful Proprietor and Lord.

Home mission work then in its widest
significanee, will ombrace all Christian
effort to bring the people of these Pro-
vinces to serve loyally the Lord Christ,
and may therefore fairly imclude the la-
bours of our 120 pasters, of our 800 clders,
of our 1300 Sabbath school teachers, of
our city missionaries, cur colporteurs and
our zealous, energetic, Young Men’s Chris-
tian Associations; as well as of our 16,000
communicants—cevery one of whom has
given & sacramental pledge to act in the
spixit and to follow the example of the
Galilean fisherman, who, having gained s
satisfying intimacy with the  Messiah,
straightway sought out and brought his
own. brother to- Him.. Home Mission work
in this wide significance will also include
Micmac and Acadlan Mfssions, the last
being sdded tor our schemes duving the
past yeay, and we welcome the addition.
That the labourers are increasing in all
these departments, that the light 1s being
diffused, that the true salt is pervading and
penetrating, and thas tae leaven.is extend-
ing to all parts of the maes gradually and
with some increase of power and progress,
must_give joy tor all Christian hearts.
Coul@ we outline the whole work and lay |
is before this Synod we are persuaded that
the narration would be hailed as a message
of good news. Wisely refraining, how-
ever, fyom stretching beyend our line we
tur to notice the proper work of this
Board in effoxts to supply vacaut charges,
to reach our people whe may have gone
beyond the limits of our established con-
gregations, and to send the Gospel to s
clnded communities and to inguiving eg°
and careless men wherever they can bs
foucd.
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Qur Home Mission work is not casily
set forth in detail. We cannot give &
minute deseription or particulars respeet-
ing all the ficlds of labour cultivated, and
it would be iuvidiows to give prominence
to a few. What our missionaries have said
and done cannat be reproduced in the writ-
1en report, but the assenbled clders for
whom this report is prepared, know well
that they are engaged in the same kind of
work, with the 70, with the apostles, and
with the Son Jesus Himself, as a Preacher
of the Kingdom of grace. Their office is
truly apostolic, for they are seat forth by
the church and by the Lord 1o search out
the Jost and the wandering in the dark and
cloudy day, aud to bring them back to the
fold of the great and loving Shepherd.
They have often to work on am:idst great
Jdiscouragement, mnot only without ap-
planse, but without much spiritual co-ope-
ration, and without satisfving evidence that
the Lord’s work is prospering in their
havds, but we know that in the Home
field ave hearts which beat as loyally to the
Great Head, and hands and tongues whick
serve as faithfully as any who stard in the
high places of heathendom.

LABOURERS.

One year ago the Board had at its dis-
posal ten Home Missionawies, with six
English catechists or theological students,
chiefly of the second and third years, by
whom the difteront Presbyteries were fur-
nished with a fair though certainly not a
full supply during the summer season;
but when the month of November arrived
our force was greatly diminished. Severel
had accepted calls, and had been inducted
as pastors of churches. Rev. Messrs.
Logan, Hoegy, Lawson and R. Cumming
were thus withdrawn, and about the same
time the students rcturned te prosccute
their theolugical studies. At the close of
the yvear we had but eight, and asone, Rev.
B MceNab, was located at Mahone Bay,
and another had aceepted, with the Beard’s
coneurrence, an invitation to assist Rev.
Mr. Thorburn with mission work in Ber-
muds, only six remained for the supply of
all the vacancies of the Preshyterian
Church of the Tower Provinces.

At our small and diminishing numbers
we looked with fear and wembling, more
especially as we were soon to be farther
reduced by the settlement of Messrs. Glen-
dinning and Chase. But Jehovah Jireh is
the name of our King, and on the mount
of the Lord we have all seen with wonder
and joy that the Lord will provide. He
has provided a goodly number of our va-
cant charges, wigf efficient, carnest pastors,
and our Home Mission field is almost as
well provided for as ever. Within the last
tvo months Messrs. A. B. Dickie, J. F.

Layton, Edward and William Grant, aund
Mo, J. Burgess, have been licensed, and
these, with three students from our own
hall and two from Prirceton whose «ore
vices were tendered and acerjad, make &
noble accession of ten ovangelists whe
iave entered since the Leginning of April.

LACK OF GELIC PREACHERS.

The deepest regret of the Board has been
their inability to mect to any appreciable
extent the yequirernenis of the Gaelic pop-
ulation of Cape Breton. Instead of two
missionaries for cach of the Presbyteries in

i that island, the Boeard during all winter

and spring had net one to divide between
the two.  Gnly now in June are they re-
ceiving Mr. William Grant, Licentiate, to
be fellowed in July by Mr. Samuel Gunn,
student of the second yeor. But what are
these among so many ?  Either they can
stay but a few Sabbaths in each place vis-
ited, or while some cnjoy the lnxury of a
few months of the preacher’s labours;
others will be left in sorroviful silence and
loneliness. ‘1 he Board cannot pass from
this sabjecr without asking this Synod to
ke the existing great and clamant and
incressing spiritual destitution in this most.
inte esting portion of our Zion into serivus.
and prayeriul consideration. If in the mul--
titude of counsellors there is safety, surely
the earnest pleadings and counsels and
Jjoint efforts of the many members of this
Synod will not prove wholly unavailing
for good in the premises. The Board
would humbly suggest : First, that the
Synod should consider how it can make
the best use of the Gaclie tongues belong-
ing to it, during this the best season of the
year for travel and for evangelistic work,
tongues alas which for want of exercise,
are fast losing their capacity and fluency
and felicity for proclaiming the good news
in the sacred and expressive language of
old Caledonia. Secondly, That whoso-
ever of the ministers, possessing of course
the most excellent gift of speaking to the
Highlanders in their mother tongue, may
be sent on & mission to Cape Breton that
they be instructed to set forth the claims
of Christ’s canse and church to the young
men of piety on that island to qualify
themselves for the work of preaching
Christ to their own countrymen. Who
can tell what results may flow from such
appeals, our ministers and people mean-
while all helping by special prayer ?

CATECHISTS AND PROBATIONERS.

In this connection it scems in place to
report that the I’resbyteries in the island
give testimony to the value of the labours
of the Gaelic catechists, and request con--
tinuance of their allowance. It affords
cqual satisfaction to hear as the Board
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have heard frequently, unsonght and disin-
tevested testimony to the zeal and labor-
jousness, alike of the probationcy and of
the theological stadents employed in she
work, while no whisper of any wrong doing:
or cven impropriety has been heard m any
ease.

Such a repert sheuld awaken gratitude,
and should not be assumed as o thing of
course, Our Heme missionaries have been
sustained by grace, and we should seck
more grace for them and for their succes-
sors. ‘T'he most of them are young and
inexperienced, and yet they are often sent
into the most difficult places, and to do the
most difficult duties. They meet first of
all with the indifference and spiritual dead-
ness of the great body of their hearers in
most places, and secondly with the infi-
delity and practival universalism of somxe
of the more skeptical and talkative and
active, in most villages and s:tilements.
In words used by Dr Wagland more than
forty years ago, in his famous seymen in
moral dignity of the missionary enterprise;
“Itmay be truthfelly affirmed that con-
summate wisdom, perseverance, self dental,
courage, faith, ave 2l requived to make a
successful missionary.”  But all these
good gifts come Aown from the Tather of
lights, and to Him must we all go, seeking
that our missionaries may be thoronghly
furnished with then nute il geod werks.

FINANCIAL.

Our yeceipts for the year have been
$3073 61, all of which we have uwsed and
a little more, for while our opening balance
was $507 35, our closing balance is $491
49. We have paid 8175, which belonged
to former years, and over $600 for supple-
ments, The first half year’s payments,
those in New Brunswick excepted, having
been made from the Home Mission Fundon
the first of July, while the Supplementary
Fund scavcely existed. While the Board
feel therefore that they have bheen well
sustained by the,chureh, and consequently
have met all Presbyterial demands in a
liberal spirit, they have felt that their funds
were solicited occasionally for congrega-
tions which were really able to pay their
own way, and that greater efforts should
be made at least by some Presbyteries to
induce congregations when they become
vacant to keep their financial machinery
in motion, and to prevail upon them if
possible on the first day of the weck to lay
by them in store as the Lord has prospered
them, easting it into the Treasury, that
their gatherings msay be completed before
the Probationer departs.  When the Board
declines payment, as we were constrained
to do, more esperially at one time when
our funds were all but depleted, the inno-
cent Frobationer is the first and chief suf-

ferer, and were it not that he would suffer
injustice, some bills pass which otherwise
would be retumed.

We are bappy to notice that the work of”
Gospel maintenance and Gospel extension
among our people is gaining o bicher place.
‘Thig is seen in the sinultancous working
of the Mome Mission and Supplementary
movements, the former having to do chiefly
with Gospel extension and the latter witly
Gospel support, and both appealing to the
Christian principle and liberality of our
people.

HOJME MISSIONS AND PROGRESS,

Our Home Mission work is cssential tor
she }ie and progress of the churceh, and is
therefore of priveless value. It Hes at_the
foundation of all our movements, ¢ Give
us Home Missions,” says Dr. Hedge, “for
without them Foreign Missions die,” and
the eminent John Angell James said a little
time before his death, *“ Iff American Chris-
sians see their duty aright they will for
some vears to come give their main strength
to the cause of Home Missions.”” If this
was sound advice tothe Republic of Amer-
ica, who can doubt that it is equally so to
the Northern Dominion, and especially to
the Maritime Provinces with their unsur-
passed facilities for intercourse with the
world. If we owe a grent debs for ow
spiritual heritage to a race who did much
with small means, shall we not with greatly
angmented resources carey on their work 7
What would this land have been without
the Gospel 2 What would it specdily be-
come if the golden candlestick were re-
moved and its light withdrawn? What
apostles did for Judea sud Phenicia and
Syvia and Asia Minorand Iraly and Greece
and Spawm, what the Culdees did for the
British lsles, what the ecarnest Christians
of England, Scotland and Ireland are do-
ing, what the American Christians are
doing for their land—it behooves us to de
for ours, to go up and possess it for the
Lord Jesus. .

We have an admirable system of free
schoels, for which under God we owe &
debt of gratitude to the labours of our de-
parted hrother, the late Dr. Forrester, we
have many schemes for reclaiming lapsed
classes, and for ameliorating the coudition
of poor and aftlicted oncs, we have lectures,
magazines, and religious newspapers, the
colporteur and the written page, and the
Lord multiply and bless them an hun-
dred fold, but the weapon by which our
Lord world win the world to purity and
peace is the Gospel, and chiefly the Gos-
pel made known throagh the foolishness of
preaching. Let all good agencies he en.
couraged, bet the preaching of the Gospel
must ever hold a first place among these
agencics and sanctify them all. The ex-
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press command of our Lord, his own ex- !
ample and that of the Apostles, shew that
a first duty of the Christian church is to |
hold torth the werd of life to all around
her. No church which negleets this or |
cmploys it merely as sccondary to some
other ageney, can expect to enjoy the
Master’s presence and  blessing.  Home
missions should thercfore be dear to us as
they were to our Lovd and to him who had
continual heaviness of heact for his breth- |
ven after the flest who were living without
Christ. As Clristian men and patriots, l
we should sustain them. Our contribu-
tons should support, and our prayers
should follow the men who go forth to .
preach to_the dispersed on the sea shore, |
and to those who dwell solitary in the
wood. They should feel that they have
the church’s sympathies in their work of
faith and labour of love, and that many
hands and hearts are lifted up on their be-
haif. Let them feel that their work is
ours, and ours theirs, so that both he that
soweth and he that reapeth shall vejoice
together,  Qur fervent prayers may thus
vefresh them *“like a soft cool wind amid
the heat and burthen of the day.” They
not only may, but they will come hLack
upon us, and come down upon them as
showars which water the eacth, and as the
rain which falleth upon the sced which has
Jjust been sowed.

All which is respectfully submitted.

P, G. McGrecox, Sec’y.
Hiavrrax, June 14th, 1869.

e o

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF FOREIGN
MISSIONS, 1869

The Board of Foreign Missions present
their aunual report to Synod vnder a deep
impressicn of the sacredness of the work
over which they have been allowed to
watch for another year. They believe thag
their missionaries weat forth respousive to
& heavenly call and that they arc engaged
in doing the Lord’s work, and that the
whole charch is hononred in being allowed
aplace amony their bretbren in the evan-
velization of the world. o draw back
from this work, or to pursue itin a luke-
warm and skeptical spirit, without zeal or
fervour, would involve unquestionably the
forfeitave of the blessing of Him who was
Himeelf the model missionary of whom it
is written, ** The zeal of thins house hath
caten me up.”  Let us vather with feelings
of devout eratitude to Him for christian
light and divine ordinances, now speak one
% another about the Lord’s work in those
dark portions of the carth whero our mis-

sionaries are holding forth the torch of
trath,

The Board, in commencing their report,
would record their gratitude to the author
of all mercies for sparing all their mission-
aries and their families in life, and for al-
lowing them, our dear brother Morrison
excepted, to continue in the enjoyment of
health for prosecuting their work, and for
granting some gracious tokens of His pre-
s]cn(-c and blessing. We tumn at once to
the

TRINIDAD MISSION.
My, Morton’s report, at the close of 1868,

presents the most_complete exhibit which
can be given in short compass of his first

i year’s work among the Coolies, and though

we have }ntcr word, yetall the main facts
ave contained in the following summary :

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT.

Ierk ViLLiGE, TrINiDAD,
Junuary 1, 1869,
To the Board of Foreiyn Missions, Presbyte-
rian Church Lower Provinces B, N. A.

After the letters which have been for-
warded during the yeav, and published in
the Record, itis conceived that it is only
necessary to make this report o statement
of facts.

We reached Trinided on the 3rd Jan.,
1868 While the premises were being re-
paired we remained in San Fernando, going
among the Coolies in the town and neigh-
bourhood during the week, and preaching-
at Jere village on Sabbath. = Feb. 20th—we-
removed to Jero village.

THE ENGLISI SPEAKING CONGREGATION

Consists of black and coloured people, and

u few planters and overeeers. There are

fiftcen communicants and two clders. We

held a prayer-meeting on Sabbath morning

at 6} o’clock—average attendance, 20. At

1 o’clock the Sunday School met,—attend-

ance, 26. The average attendance at Sun-

day School promised at one time to be-
much larger, but a number were Roman.
Catholics, and they all left at the command

of their conscience-keeper. At 2% o’clock

we met for public worship—attendance, 40.

On Thursday afternoons, at 4 o’clock, I

held o class for the religious instruction of
the children atiending the Ward school, at.
which there was an attendance of 20, A

prayer-meeting was held the same evening,

atiendance 22, There were four members

who took active partin the prayer-meet-

ings, and tke conduct of the communicants

was generally satisfactory.

THE COOLIE SCHOOL

Was opened in the beginning of March, and
kept up with scarcely any interraption tilli
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the 11th Dee. The average attendance
was 18—on the roll 33, At first we tanght
every day in the weck, but after July we
gave a holiday on Saturday. The hours
were from 8% to 30 o’clock, aud from 12 to
2. Ounly two knew their Jotters when thry
came, now three are reading in John’s gos-
pel.  Another very promising boy weuld
have been reading with them, but his mo-
ther died in October. and he had to stay at
home to take care of a sick Lrother. His
father promises to send him back when his
brother gets well. Ten are reading in
words of trom three to four letters.  Of the
remainder some came lately, others have
attended somewhat ivregalarly frem the
first. I writing they have used nothing
but slates and pencils. Eight can wake
from memory all the letters, small and
large, and write a faic round hand. Dur-
ing the last three months a youung Hinduy,
about 23 years of age, has worked his
task every morning and come to schiool in
tire afiernoon.  He was able to read words
of two letters when he came. He is now
reading in John, and writes very weil. Re-
ligious instruction was cormmunicated in
the week day school as well as in the Coo-
lic Sunday school which met at 8 o’clock.
The attendance on Sunday was always
smaller than during the week. This was
eaused partly by the visiting which is kept
up amonyg the coolics on  Sunday, and
partly beeause those at a distance would
not come for one lesson, which was all we
«could give them. Others who were near
showever, often came to the Creole Sunday
school and to public worship. Henry
Martyn, a Coolie, had assisted in the
school for four months. Since the first of
August I have carried it on without assist-
ance, and latterly. during the illness of
Mrs. Morton, I adopted largely the moni-
torial system. A good deal of our time
and strength have been devoted to the
school. But we felt from the fivst that
something should as ence be attempted on
behalf of the children with a view to a
general effort for their education.  We
found it pleasant work, and Gave been
encouraged by the progress made by them.
In behaviour they are very much improved.
They have been taught traths which, if
held fast and followed, will make them
both wiser and better than their fathers.
‘The progress made by them in speaking
English hag been very marked, and will of
itself e a lifelong blessing to them. And
T have learned almost as much Hindustani
from them as from any other source.

THE LANGUAGE

offers considerable difficnity, There are
few good pundits here, and the expense of
employing one is far beyond a missionary’s
means. I have, therefore, made pundits of

! the children and of every good natured
coolic F conversed with. “I'his is the more
| easily done as most of the coolies under-
' stand some English.  Ore diffienlty arises
from the fact that the Hindwstani is 2 com.
! wite Tanguage. The Urda dialect, spo-
' gcn by the Mohammedans, contains a large
i namber of Arabie and Persian roots and
! phrases, while the Hindi, spoken by the
+ Hindus, has very few, betng alinost pure
Indian.  The difficulty here is not so
much that the Hindus do not understand
as that they dislike the Urdu. The forcign
words seem to excite their prejudice; and
it is almos:. anpossible to avoid the use of
such words, especially in reading to them.
On this accoant the best books which we
.obtained at considerable expense, were
fownd to be nseful only to a limited extent.
We have, therefore, written to DBrimin in
the hope of obtaintng the Bible in Hindi,
printed in the Roman character accommo-
dated. In this chavacter I can read the
language freely, and this character I hope
will supersede both the Persi-.Ambic and
.the Nagari. It is easily learned by one
who canr read Iinglish, and it introduces
only to good books, while the others intro-
duce to the puerilities of the Koran and the
dispusting songs of Hinduisnv. Besides
reading the Janguage, I am able to converse
about common things i it, and tell & per-
ishing sinner the way of eternal life. ‘The
pronunciation I have pretty well mastered.

The natives of Madras are not very nu-
merous, and I do not think of learning
their languages. The only thing X can do
for them is 10 speak to them in English,
which they scem to learn quickly, to try to
get their childven into school, and to those
who can read, give the Scriptares in their
own tongue. I distributed twelve portions
of the Scriprures to Madras eoolies during
the year.

THE ADULTS

we found accessible, both men and women.
Without cntering into particulars which I
have supplicd in letters, ¥ need only sum
up. For some months I met the coolics in
their houses, or by the road side, and held
meetings among them as ¥ conld get them
together. Toward the end of the year I
held meetings “egulaxly called for worship.
On one estate we met in a very comfort
able hospital, which was unused, and the
attendance was about sixty. At other
estates I held some pleasant meetings, but
with smaller audiences. Three meetings
have been lately held in the church here,
with moderate success. On the last two
Sabbaths of the year X held meetings al
Plaisance estate, ecleven miles from ¢his
while enjoying a change of air in that
neighbourhood. X
We have thus proclaimed the glad tid
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ings to hundreds who never heard it befove,
and some of whom have already passed
from earth.  'We have spoken “this word”
unto then..  Some have-opposed it—some
made light of it; some hawe heard it gladly
and said ““ it is good.” A few have cursed
s, some hlessed us, and many flatterad ws.
But our mind is _ta go an cheerfully, leav-
ing the result to Him who kath said “ Son
of man, speak my words to them ....
avhether they will hear or whether they
will forbear.” il

All which is sespectfully submitted by
sour missionary, .
Joux Morrow.

There are a few additional fuets of inter-
est, but the Board forbear from extending
written statements, as they anticipate the
presence and address of Rew. Mr. Lambert,
the warm friend of our mission and mis-
sionarys and they prefer that bis intimate
acquaintance with the mission in all its
aspeets awd his anxiety for an addition to
our labourers in Trinidad should find ex-
pression, and that full time should be af
forded him to shew cause why a companion
shonld be seut to co-operate with Mr. Mor-
ton. Some ministers of this churck have
teen prayerfully eonsidering the call, but
o definite offer has yet been roccived in
zesponsc to the notice placed in the Jecord
nearly a year ago.

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

In glancing at the New Hebrides mission
we have oot many details respecting the
work carried on, on the islands occupied
by our own missionarics. Dr. Geddic’s
annual statement, though on the way, hus
not yet come to hand, but we know that
the doctor’s time has been greatly oceu-
pied with the general work of the mission,
the settling of Mr. Neilson on Tanuna and
the visitation of groups of islands lying to
the north, M. Morrison, it is well known
has been quite unfit tor active employ-
ment.  When last heard from be had nr-
rived at New Zealand, intending to revisit
his people on Fate, and to arrange his
affairs there, not knowing what the will of
the Lord might be as respeets the future.
Our brother has been called to endure the
great trinl of being laid aside from work
dear to his heart, to find his strengtl, de-
clining rather than returning; but thanks
be to the Father of mercics, the God of all
tomfort, he and his like minded partner
have been enabled to possess their souls in
puicnce and calmly aud confidingly to

U —

await the issue. The Board have written
to their 1 gent in Sydney to furnish what-
ever means may he neecssary to promote
the comfort of Me. and Mes. Morrison,
during the continuance of this their great
trial, ~ They have transmitted expressions
of thanks to Rev. I, McIntyre and Wm.
AWVright, Esq., for their great kinduess te
our missionary in his sickness, and we have
ouly to add our full persuasion that “our
God will supply all his need, according to
his riches in glory by Clwist Jesus.”

ERRONANGA—MR. GORDOXN.

In Erromanga the Rev. J. D. Gordon
was employed toward the close of the year
in preparing for the opening of a new sta-
tion, in removing his property and com-
mencing his work there. When lhe had
removed to Potinin Bay, the Dayspring
called, but in Mr. Gordon’s opinion, it was
200 late for the accomplishment of his pur-
poses to go to Espirtu Santo. He pre-
ferred remeining and trying what could be
done in this new and hitherto untried field,
where he literally pitched his tent, and
alone commenced providing for himself a
habitation and establishing friendly rela-
tions with the natives. At the close of
the year 1868 Mr. Gordon’s official con-
nection with this Board and Synod termi-
nated, his transference to the Synod of
New South Wales taking cffect with the
commencement of the present year. His
friends in the Lower Provinces will not,
however, lose their interest either in the
missionary or in the man, and will cor-
dially approve of the resolution adopted
by the Board when they agreed * to recerd
their sense of the zeal and devotion to the
work of the mission which Mr. Goldon
has manifested under great and protracted
trials, and to assurc him of their fervent
desires and prayers for his success in the
same glorious work in connection with the
sister Preshyterian Church of New South
Wales.”

AR. MACNAIR.

Mr. MeNair continues to occupy Dillon’s
Bay and to work on in faith, his letters
confirming all that has been written hy the
Messrs. Gordon to the effect that the work
of evangelization there carried on, against
great hindrances and opposition, nas be-
gun, bat has made small headway. The
labours of the wwo pioneer missionaries
there were not disowned by the Great Head
of the church. Souls were won to Christ
and formed into a church, but the growth
of the word was, and still is, hindered by
wars and superstitions, and especially by
the dread of sickuess and death following
the new religion  Four teachers have been
cut off by death there within the last thir-
teen months, some of them the best sup-
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ports of the missionary. Strange and mys-
terious providence to us,” writes the mis-
sionary, when there is so much to do and
so few to do it, a remark which is followed
by the well timed and significant request,
Brethren, pray for us.

Things on Brromanga, Mr. McNair
writes, look as faveurable and as hopeful
as we could well expeet. ‘Three or four
couple go out on Sahhath to preach in
heathen villages.  On some days very few
come out to hear, while on others ns many
as you could well expect.

Bat My. McNair is anxious, as Mr. Gor-

don was and_still is, to gain a farsher ac-

quaintance with other portions of the island,
and has expressed an carnest desire for a
mission boat which he himself counld sail,
and thus explore these portions of the island,
and visit the people contiguous to the coast
line. Before tho Board had an opporti.nity
of considering his request, they noticed that
he had applied to Rev. George Mackie, one
of the conveners of the Victorian Commit-
tee on Foreign Missions, and it is probable
that his application will be responded to by
some of the wealthy werchants of Mel-
bourue. In the Christian Review for March,
Mr. Mackie writes, “ Next vear I intend
to have the veauest of Mr. MeNair grati-
fied, viz., to send frce of all cost to him
such a boat as his nccessities require.”
The Board would now propose that in
the event of this expectation being realized
to recommend that a s .nall annual grant, be
authorized to a1d our missionary in keep-
ing her afloat and in sailing trim. MMr.
McNair succeeds men of faith and courage
at Dillon’s Bay, and in these respects has
already proved himself worthy of his posi-
tion. He takes a sound view of the state
and character of the savage races to whom
he has been sent with the Gospel ir charge,
and with manly zeal faces the perils and
grapples with the difficaitics of the situa-
tion. Mrs, McNair has been mercifully
restored and strenathened, and by her very
presence and still more by her co-opera-
tion and work fairly begun among her own
sex, her husband’s prospects of usefulness
and success have been visibly increased,
May the Lord give his people at home the
Holy Spirit, the author of cffectual forvent
prayer as a pledge of the success of His
own work on this da~k isle of the occan,
and may the brethren who now eccupy
different sides of it be strong and of good
courage. May they be stedfast and wnmo-
vable, always nbounding in the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as they know that
their labouy is not in vain in the Lord.

SETTLEMENT OF MR. NEILSON ON TANNA.

One of the most joyful events of the
{Icar past has been the settlement of Mr.
cilson on the istand of Tanna, It will be

remembered by tho members of Synod that
last year Rev. Dr. Geddie, Rev. John
" Ingles aw) Rev. Thomas Neilson visited
i Tauna in expeetation of settling Mr. Neil-
!son at or near Port Resolution, hut they
met with unexpeeted hostility. It is now
known that this vepulse was the effect of
forcign influence and intrizue.  Men of our
own nation and claiming the Christian
name had more to do with it than the poor
 deluded Tannese who were tools in their
1 hands.  Providence having called away one
i of these enemies of the Gospel by death,
v and the other havipg left the island, the
opposition entively disappeared, and M.
| Neilson has since landed accompanied by
i Dr. Geddie, and has hccp trcmc_(l in some
! cases with Kindness and in all without any
| hostitity, e is making progress with the
I languaire, and has regular meerings with
!"such of the people as chovse to attend, the
! andicnee heing vaviable.  Two Auneiteum-
i ese extend teachers’ visits to some neigh-
’ boving villages.
! The Tannese are engaged in fighting.
While traders sapply the belligerents with
powder and hall and muskets, in return for
sulphar found in the vicinity of the vol-
cano, Mr. Neilson has heen repeatedly sent
for to visit and exert his skill in relieving
the cufforings of the wounded. e has
thus penetrated some ten miles into the
iuterior, seeing the conniry and gaining
aceess to, and aequaintance with, the peo-
ple.  He has found the interior land fertile,
and the population move numerous than he
expeeted. The latése word is that even
the contending parties in the war continue
hoth friendly to the missionary, aud that
he feels warranted now in going out per-
sonally to surronnding villages along with
the Ancitenmese.  In this commencement,
all, but more especinlly those who kuew
most, of the opposition of Satan and his
emissaries on that island in time past, will
feel o thrill of joy, and winle they rejoice
with trembling, will ving M. Neilson’s
position and ecfforc before the Master in
prayer.

FUTUNA.

From other islands we hear of progress.
From Futuna, Mr. Copeland writes : “ Our
work is more hopefal now. We can see
a change, the beginning of which we can-
not precisely date. 1t has been quite
warked for the last seven weeks (letter
dated Nov. 20th).  The number of readers
has incereased, and also the attendance on
Sabbaths. “Three httle girls expressed a
wish 1o live on one premises. One man,
the son of the high priest of the island,
has cut off his hair {onc of the badges of
heathenism), and has began to speak in
tavour of Christianity. We hold servico
at three new places, making six in all
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We have to supply these five Aneitemneso
teachers, but only one knows the language
to use it with cifect.  Till very lately, we
thought only of helding our own, as we
could not understand the natives nor speak
intelligibly v them. Now, lowever, we
act on the aggressive by going to their
public meetings, and by taking the Gospel
1o those who don’t come ta it. I nothing
outward befall the cause we hope when the
season for the worship of the gods of the
éslands comes vound in February and
March, that at the least they will po
through their ceremonies with less heart,
€ecling: that their glory bas depavted sud
¢hat their temple may net azain be re-
paired.”
ANIWA,

Mr. and Mrs. Paton, in their communi-
cations to the Victoria church, both speak
of progress among the Aniwans. Through-
out that island the peopls shew a readiness
o receive instraction, and, with the excep-
tion of cight or ten ubstinate ones, attend
the service held in their neighborhgod.
fven of these, three have lately come to
church for the first time. Mes. Paton men-
tions a pleasing trait of the natives of this
island, whomn she visits oceasionally with
her husband in his preaching excursions :
“The people never appear tu such advan-
tage as in their own villages, for they have
some idea of politencss and are particular
shout being civil and kind when we are
visitors. Their love for children is a bean-
tiful feature in the character of these sava-
ges. I have scarcely seen one who, though
erass to us, had nat a smile for the children
and yet they are sometimes cruel to their
own here.”  Aboug 100 attend divine ser-
vice at Mr. Paten’s centval station, 40 each
at two_other places, and 30 at a fourth.
Several schools are apen at which the peo-
ple are being taught to vead,—one, con-
ducted by Mr. Paton himself, one by Ms.
Paten, onc by an Auciteum teacher, and
another by a native chief.

. FATE.

The istand of Fate or Efat contains two
main_ stations,—Pango. under charge of
Mr. Cosh, and Erakor formerly under Mr.
Morrison. How fares Mr. Morrison’s sta-
tion in his absence?  For a time Mr. Neil-
son had charge, but lately it has been
under Mr. Cosh, and his report is the latest
and most reliable intelligence. He says:
‘At the village of Erakor things move on
much as before. I visit it regularly once
a fortnight, and I do what I can to keep
them in good heart. A month ago they
bewran to make & new church for themselves.
It is to be of wattle and plaster. A shed
of reeds witl no longer smic them. They
devote every Wednesday to the work, and

the progress they have already made with
it is lor them considerable. Before this
time their beloved Morrison will be among
them, and wu eaus imagine with what feel-
ings of gratitude to God, and hope for the
permanence of the Lord’s work, he will
look on this effort on the part of his weak-
ened and bereaved people.

In Pangoe, toe, Mr. Cosh, while sowing
the seed in fairh and prayer, has been grind-
dened on opening an enquirer's class to find
two men and eight swomen come forward
asking to be taught the way of salvation
more perfectly, and 2Irs Cosh writes,—
« Evidently there 4y a change for the bettey
coming over the poople of Pango. At
night the village is hushed, and all is quiet
around us.”

ANEITEUX,

Haviug glanced suceessively at the sita-
ation, work anit prospeets of Rev. Messrs.
Gordon and MeNair on Evromangn, Mr.
Gordon at the North, and Mv. MeNair at
Dillon Bay, of Mr. Neilson on Tauna, of
Myr. Copeland on Futuna, Mr. Paton on
Aniwa, and Mr. Cosh ou IFate, let us now
return to the centre of light and of evan-
gelization in the New IHebrides, the island
of Anciteum, and as we visit iz in imagina-
tion we do see great cause ““to thank God
and take courage.”

Twenty years agoe there was oase inis-
sisnary on the group. Now there are nine,
Mr. Wart going out in the Dayspring, and
doubtless ere this making the ninth. The
Lovd’s supper is being dispensed at Aname.
Let us go over there, Rev. J, Iugles is
aided by Bev. Mr. Cosh. Fifteen new
members are admitted, and 15 children
are baptized. There is a candidate’s
class of 30. There have been admitted
500 members in that congregation. One
hundred and eighty ave dead, cut off to a
large extent by the epidemics, meazles,
influenza, diptheria and whooping cough,
leaving 320 on the communion list. Ilere
are 12 clders and 12 deacons. Nor are
these men ciphers. The former ave true,
spiritual, otfice bearers, watching over the
flock. The latter have been able to report
£55 stg., raised during the year in this
congrepation, for the payment of the teach-
ers of schools, while the teachérs themselves
made a contribution for the teachers on
other islands amounting to £156 stz.  This
is additional to work done for the.mission
during the year the roofing and repairing
of mission buildings and keeping all their
own school houses in repair. Besides,
they are preparing to put up 2 house for
Mr. Watt, and a chief with 100 men, stands
ready to cross to Tanna or wherever he
may be settled, and to put up the building
on the shortest notice.

Now if it be a fact that the spiritual
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state of the other side of the island nnder '
" without let or hindrance, a traffic in men

Dr. Geddie is equally prosperous and pro-
nising, and such we know is the faet, then

must we not say with joyfal hearts, ¢ What

hath the Lord wroughit?*”

Now let us cross to Anelicauhat, after
the communion has been enjoyed at Aname.
Dr. Geddie is not as home, but everything
is orderly as in a civilized community.
Meetines and classes are helit as if the doe-
tor were at home. Neither the Dayspring
nor her captain is in port.  Dr. Geddie™s
letter of Angnst 3d gives us the shortest
and best explanation: ¥ hope 1o spend

and am under appointment also to spend
the mouths of Gctober and November in
making an exploratory voyage among the
heathen islands ot this group.
absence from my own station will interfere
materially with my work here, but it is
unavoidable  ‘There is a great work to be
done on these islamds, and there are fow to
do it.”

EXPLORATORY

By the good hand ot God upon him,
upon the captain and crew, this intended
voyage was successfully carried out. The
Dayspring arrived at Futuna, the first

YOYAGE.

nappers, who are prosecuting, and so far

whicly is disgracetul to the flag of the coun-
tries under which it is conducted :md tole-
rated.  To expose this wicked traffic by
which natives are deladed and decoyved, and
then carried away to Figi or Queensland
into a condition of semd servitude, our
nissionarics have nably exerted themnselves.
They have spoken at public nrectings,—
Mr. Gordon at Sydney, for example ; they
have united in memorinlizing the Coloniat
aathorities, and in sending representations
to Ier Majesty”s Governmment ; they have

. H ot I 2 ) day Y
this month between Tanna and Erromanza, | written in the Seealar press, Rev. J. Inglis

very latelv and powerfully; they have ac-

" cumnlated faets of the wost startling ¢har-

So much .

' Latona.

stage in her journcy, if we may so desig- ¢

nate it, on Qctober Tth, and after the doc-
tor and Captain Frser had visited the
Cupelands, and inquired after their welfare,
they called on the Neilsins at Port Reco-
lution, on the Patons at Aniwa, and on the
MeNairs at Dillon’s Bay.  They next
landed goods for Mr. Gordon at Potinia
Bay, which the Dayspring had brought
round fram his station, and sailed for Fate,
and dropping anchor atv Fil Harbour paid
a visit to Mr. and Mrs. Cosh at Panwvo,
or Ebang. Leaving Tate on Octoher 9th,
they reached Espirito Santo on the 13th.
We can only here state in brief that the
reception met with wherever it was known
that this was & mission ship, was most vivil
and cncouryging, aud the same vemark
may be made respecting the visit paid to
the Jarge island of Ambrim and to the
smaller islands of Tonzoa and Awas, Ma-
kun aud Ngunu. This exploratory tour
proved most suceessful, and the doctor
thinks there are six or cight or even more
openinygs for missionaries which might be
filled 1f men weve fortheoming without any
delay,~~two on Espirito Santo, two on
Ambiim, two at Tongoa, and wvo at
Ngunu.

On somne islands they dare not land, and
the same hostility was evineed at some
poris of theisles on which they did land.
But they were persuaded that it was in all
cases heequse they were mistaken for traders,
and the people were exasperated by the
outrages of the British and American kid-

acter, and have 1aid them before the navat
authorities, the latest and most divect ex-
ample being My, MeNuir’s report to Com-
modore Lambert of the anscerupulons course
pursued by Captain Smith of the schooner
At this distance from the scene
we can perhaps do liztle more than join in
a protest against outrages which are a dis-
grace to civilization and a severe hlow
and heavy discouragement to the glorious
work of winning these islands to the Lord
Jesus.
REV. MR. GOODWILL.,

This Synod had scarcely adjourned last
year when we all heard the pleasing report,
and that report speedily confirmed, that the
Rev. Mr. Goodwill of the Church of Scot-
land, had tendered hisservices to the Synod
of New Brunswick and of Nova Scotia as

a missionary to the New Hebrides. Pleased |

and thankful as we all were when we learned
of the success of our brethren: far more
pleased and thanhfal were onr missionaries
when this intelligence reached them.  Mr.
Morrison expresses great satisfaction.  Dr.
Geddice savs, Jan. 9th, “T have just heard
of My, Goudwill’s appointment.  Fhis i
eheerung news to us, as I had almost begun

to despair of more Nova Scotin wmission- -

aries.”  Mr. Goodwill has since his arcep-
tanee, attended & medical session in Philu-
delphia, and has since his return, nealy
completed the visitation of the churches of
the hody to which he belongs, and will be
ready to sail probably in abont two months.
The Board have opened commaunications
with the missionary committee under which
he a-ts, aud have offerered any information
or service which we can give, and the
Synod will be gratified to learn that Dr.
Geddie has anticipated us, having hefore he
heard of the appointment forwarded to the
committce of the Synod of Nova Scotis
and New Branswick his official veport of
his exploratory tour, which will as a conse-
quence first appear in their Record. "Those
offers have heen received in the most cor
dial and brotherly spirit.

&

I O shbaes | ny g



The Pome and

Foveign Weeard, 207

‘INCREASE OF SLLARIES.

The Board have unanimously agreed to
wecommend to Synod an inerease of salary
0 the missionaries, both in the New He-
Wides and Trinidad. The mission comn-
<il at their annual meceting last year at
Ancitoum, agreed to acpresent to the re-
spective churches the needl of inerease in
conseguence of the growing espense of
fiving, connected as they were with the
zold coloriics of Australia, from which they
receive their chicf supplies, where ninisters
receive high salaries, antl they submittef.a
scale by which there should be an annual
increase till the salary, commceneing at
£150, should reach X250 stg. per arnum,
The Rev. John Inglis, by appointment of
the mission council, wrote to this Board.a
letter of explanation. After the fullest
inquiry whiich zhe Board could make, they
considered the request Tor an augmentatien
zeasonable if not meeessary, hat did not
approveof the propoesed sliding scale. The
sesolution adopted is as follows :(— After
Jull consideration of the whole subject, it
was ggreed to be recomnended to Synoit
that from the commencement of next yea
¢he salaries of eur missionaries in the New
Henides shall be £150 stg. per annuw,
with allowance -of £4 stg., payment to
Widows’ Fund, with £5, as fermerly, for
aach child living with the Parents en the
land, anit £10 sty. for each child abroad.”
The Victoria Church and the Refermed
Preshyterian Church have come to sub-
stamially the same conclusion as that now
zecommended.

Rev. Mr. Morton having ebout sgight
waths ago iaformed the Board that hav-
ing found the purchase of a horse and cax-
ciage necessery for the prosecation of the
work, he could net meet his expenses on
thesalary of $900, the Board dirccted the
Secretary in remitiing the half vear’s sal-
ary in advance from Jennary Jsg, 10 remit
at the rate of 810350, and in the mean time
20 write for farther information. On e-
~<2ipt of informatien shew i the high price
of living, and that the European mission-
aries thore were 211 in reccipt of £25 ste.,
the Board agreed to recommend that Mr.
Morton’s salary be raised to £250 ste., hut
without additional allewance for chililren
o Widows” Fund. The Board have not
sashly matle these recommendations. They
are following in the footsteps of other

- churchies whe have found such an increase
Aecessary 6 20 act of justiceto their agents.
The following extract from an appeal of
the American Board of Commissioners for
Yoreign Missions issued last year, brings
forward the facts which render such in-
wease inevitabie.  In explaining to their
patrons the canses of their financial em-
“arassments, they select two points, the

! one is &s we might expect their depreciated
currency, but the other is their stated, viz. :
“'That there has been a large dncrease ¢f
prices even upon the gold basis, in nearly .
1 all articles, the world over, which has in-
i creased the expense of living and of all
? operations probably more upon .the aver-
| age than 20 per cent.”

THE DAYSPRING.

The Board are happy to notice that the
Pagspring, her captain and crew, continue
to give .general satisfaction to all the
charches interested in her support. Our
limits render it impossible for us to follow
her in all her veyages, bat we have alrea '~
noticed her exploratory tour .from wl
we anticipate good results. In ¢hesnd of
November she sailed for New Zealand, and
en the 2d January the captain writes of
arrival in port at Bunedin, from whence
she proceeded to Wellington. In both
places she was 2 great attraction. In
Duneden the whele Synod of Otago and
Southland went in a body to the vessel
Qn anether day about 14€0 children he-
lenging to the Sabbath schools, including
parents and tcachers, went also on-a-visit.
JIn Welkington the Governor of New Zes-
land, 8ir G. Bowen, was:also -on beard.
Wherever she has gone, the impression is
Icft thar she is a must efficient nyission
vessel. Her captain «lischarges the dauties
of Mis positien in such a way as te com-
mand the coufidence of the missionaries
gencrally .and of the charches. By the
aead haad.ot God she -has been ssiled for
snether year without aecident. Her crew
haxe been in ber new for three years, and
have shewed their iaterest in the work
in which she is empleyed by prescoting
a capstar and a force pump, the twe artd-
«cles befng valued at £22 stg.  We are
happy in being able to add that the chil-
{ dren of the chureh heve without any spe-
¢ ciul appeal provided all that was required
20 meet our share of.ordinary outlay.

DAYSPRING TRSURANCE FUND.
The co operation.ef this Board has been
sclected by the Rev. Don. McDonald and
by Rev. Dr. Stesl, os agents of the Ans-
tralian churches, to raisc.a Dayspring in-
surance fund of £3000 stg.  1f this pro-
posal be carried into effect the annual out-
Jay far insumuce can be saved, the interest
of the £3000 will go o lesgen her runuing
expenses, while in the event of a total Joss,
that amount will be.on hand to replace hee.
Two thausand pounds were.on hand at the
date of the latest communication, for this
purpose, .aud 