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The Test.
“ LOVEST THOU ME?"

A Question for the New Vear
“Thus saith the Master : ** Lovest thoume ~
More than the wealth ] have given (o thee 2
More than the mountains of silver and gold,
Than houses and lands, and the flocks of the foid,
Then reach out thy hand, and dispense far abruad
For the welfare of man and the glory of God.
Thus saith the Master : ** Lovest thou me ”
More thag the leisure so pleasing to thee ?
More than thy joyance in sight and in sound,
Than varied z{ciighls whizh are scattered around -
Then work in my vineynrd, a1 home and nhruad.
For the welfare of man and the glory of God.
Thus saith the Master : ** Lovest thou me ©
More than the kindred so precious to thee ?
More than thy father and mother sa dear ?
Or brethren, or children, or wile the most near?
Couldst leave them for me, who withheld not my blood
For the welfare of man and the glory of God 2
Thus saith the Master : ** Lovest thou me,”
Resigning thyself as a sacrifice free?
Still patient in sickness, and steadfest in woe ;
And serving by waiting. il God wills 1t s 2
Thy springs all in me, when carth's founiams wre dry.
Foretastes of fruition that waits in the sky
Oh, yes, Lord 1 1love thee.  Thow seest my heas
And findest thine image, all fair as thou art.
Friend, brather, Redeemer ! The man and the Gl
Who once this poor earth in thy puverty trod *
[ will follow thy footprints alony the eough road,
Til) the fect of the pilgrim shall reach thine alxuls

M AW Conketn Amersan Mesonger

- —_——

A Word from the General Secretary to the
‘Women's Mission Circles.
(For the Missionary link.)

It does not require any extraordinary exercise of mem-
ory to recall the time when the Mission Circles began to
be organized, and when some wise and caufious brethren
shook their heads at this fnnovation, and said what they
could to “nip it in the bud.”
ment a division of our forces? Had it not a disintegrat-
ing tendency 7 Ought not all the funds to be collected
by one agency, and go into one treasury? What right
had the women, as women, to be moving in this matter?
Was it not a violation of the great and sacred truth,
“ They shall be no more twain, but one flesh 7 etc. etc.
1 need not prolong this string of objections. A few, at

Was not this new mave-

" The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightners of thy rising.”—/1. Ix, 2.

(Jan., 1884

"least, of the good sisters will remember how they fought
this battle on many a - 1 was going to say, bloody field;
but there was no blood spilt.  Well, it turned out to be
the old story \

1 sho will sher wil], aid you may dopend en't, .
And If ahe wonl she wont, and thore's s ond on't.”

The women triumphed, the circles lived and flourished
and multiplied, and the cautious brethren were doomed
to see their worst fears not realized. 1f 1 were to confess
that at that time | sympathized a litle with the cautious
" brethren, it would only be saying that | am wiser now
than | was then. To begin to object to Women's Mission
Circles now would be about as sensible as if one rail of a
railway track should begin to find fault with the other
: and to tell 1t to get out of the way, If it did get out o1
| the way the trains would have rather a poor time of it.
And 1t has come to this that our Telugu Mission would
find it rather trying to make headway were it not for the
j generous assistance of the Women's Mission Circles of
I'these province,. Since | was elected to the office of
" General Secretary, and have had to think a little about
wuys and means, | have been in a position to appreciate
all this.

And now what about the wark for 18847 [ mean the
-work of the Circles in rusig maney  Last year the
splendid sum of §3000, was contributed from this source.
+ The yuestion 15, can it be made $3,500 or $4,000 this
yyear-  Cannot enough new Circles be orgamized, and
enough new members added tu those already existing to
accomphish this *  Cannol sume missionary lectures, and
missionary evenings of music, papers, readings, addresses,
etc., with good collections added, be given 1o help swell the
funds. ?omeumes after a society has existed a few years
there comes a lull in its interest and work and effort. . et
there be no lull in any Circle. Your help was never more
needed than it s for this year 1884.  Your mode of col-
lecting money is one which the hard times can not affect
muck. The hard times do affect Sunday collections, and
the gifts of individuals.

Shall it be $4000 for 18841
“Forward ! be our watchword.”

J. W. AL STEWART.
TeLuGU Christians are taught *that every convert

must be a missionary and every lamily a misswnary
society.”
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According to your Ability.

* Every man according to his ability,” is the Christian
rule of giving and of working. It is not very faithiully
obeyed. There are many persons who have great ability,
yet do but little work ; who have ample leisure yet give
but lttte time ; who have large possessions yét make
small contributions. This is an evil that we have all seen
under the sun. And there is another that is like unto it.
There are a great muny people who have some ability
but who do nothing ; who have not much but who give
no time to the Lord’s work ; who have a little money but
who put none at all invo His treasury. Those who have
a little and give nothing violate the Christian law just as
truly as do those who have much and give a little. There
are a greal many persons, young and old, in all our
churches, whose means and opportunities are limited ;
from whom not much ought to be expected ; but they are
able ta do something and they do nothing. They are

transgressors of the Christian law. They otght ta repent !

and Jdo works meet for repentance.

The Unfinished Building.
A LESSON FOR WORKERS.

One Sunday afternoon, when most of my Sunday work
was over, | wa, sitting still, feeling sad and cast down
Turning over in my mind the whys and wh refores of
God's dealings with me, especi dly some trials which had
lately befallen me in connection with my service, and
which sermed to be anything but for the glory of God,
my heart sank lower and Jower. Have we not all at times
such feclings?> Have not those of us seeking to work lor
the Lord our seasons of sadness, when in the depths of
our hearts the words arise, ** All these things are against
me ;” or {what is often more bitter to us}, All these things
are aganst the work we love so much.”

Perhaps often, too, we feel that our trial is harder to
beir ani less likely to brin: blessiny thin any other.
enr fellow labrurers, we know that these are unbelieviig
thouyhts, we are ashamed of them at the tme they arise,
but they do come ; and, alas, we ofien give them enter-
tainment. Thank God the One with whom we have to
do is very pititul; He knoweth our frame. We may
argue with ourselves, we may repeat over and aver again
all (hat we Anonw is true, as to the Lord’s ways and
thoaghts bewny so much higher than ours ; as to the end
being so sure and so perfect, that when we see it, we shall
wonder how we ever doubted that He was ever leading
us by the right way ; but [ believe there are tumes of sore

trial and disrouragrement, when only the Lord Himself,

speakiny to pur souls, can put to flight the army of subtle
foes that seek to disturb our peace, and hinder our effect-
ual service for th= Muster.  He knows exactly the trial;
He knows hw much physiral weakness and overtaxing
may tend to increase 1t.  He knows, t .0, when the trial
He has sent is so real and deep and bitter that on/y He

can help, and when the word “ comfort " seems mockery '

except when saoken by His own blessed lips.

This Sunday alternoon the lesson came in a very simple
way ; but the comfort from it was so deep, that | knew
He had given 1. and 1 ionged to pass it on to some dear
ones. tried and cast down, weary and ready to faint.

Just outside the room in which | was sitting, a new

i the building ?

out of several of our rooms, and the dusty and upset state
of every thing was very trying.

Then the building itself, how unsightly it looked that
Sunday in its unfinished condition—scaffolding, pieces of
boards, flooring half finished, met the eye, and, instead of
a pleasant room, nothing <but bricks and planks and
broken pieces of wood were lying about. W as /s the
increased comfort we were to havcg?—less room than ever !
any amount of dust and disorder; an ugly half built
wall ; a room without doors or roof ! Nay this was
indeed the present view of things; but how silly, how
short-sighted, to say because of this di~comfort, * We will
give up the building altogether ; instead of increased
comfort there is less comfort than ever.” And yet, dear
friends, how often we think such thoughts of God’s build-
ing. in which He says we are workers together with Him.

Only just before | had been feeling, “ Could 1 have
known of this trial, had | been able to foresee this hinder-
ance, | would not have undertaken this branch of work.”
But what a flood of light and comfort came into my soul

: when | thought, " Why this is only my present view of

things ; when I see the whole, how perfect and beautiful
it will be ! These days of perplexity and weariness and
difficulty are necessary, or the great work God has in view
would never be brought to perfection.” Then the thought
arose, “ But the things that try me most just now are
things that seem directly to hinder the work I love
sowell.” Isitso? Wasthepulling down of the ald wall,
and the clearing away of the rubbish before beginning
the strong firm walls of the new rooms, a hindrance ta
Was it needful?  And soour God in His
infinite wisdom, which we are so unable to cowaprehend,
often seems to allow hindrances, the pulling down of our
dearly-loved plans, the rooting-up of our mostchgrished
wishes, which at first appear to undo all we have been
trying to do for his cause.  For what?>  Not to disappoint
us in the end, but that He may give us a more glorious
and blessed and perfect fulfilnent of our desire to do His
will ; a gran'ing of what we have asked for above all we
could ask or think.

The way of the Lord 1s pesfect.  Oh ! how imperfect,
how poor, how unfinished would the work be were it left
to our planning, to our doing, even with our hearts really
warm and true to our Mester:  Let us rest ourselves on
his strong guiding hand, @nd even as it will be a// praise
soon, let us now by His grace seek in everything to give
thanks, and being of “ good courage,” He will * strengthep
our hearts”

** Hus purposes will ripen fast,
Unlalding every hour ;
I'he bud may have a buter taste,
But sweer will be the flower,”
W.F W.-
tn " Woman's wark in the (ireat Harvest Field”

- —

The Indian Village.

HINDUS live in villages and only in villages. We
should as soon expect tn find the cells of the honey-bee
scattered singly here and there, as to find Hiadu dwell-
ings 1solated and scattered throughout the country, as is
the custom in other Jands. A farmer will go to and from
hs fields for miles, but in the village he must and will
live. The reason generally given for their objection to

building was gonz up; it was to add to the size and | living in isolated places is, that they are afraid of rob-
comfort of our house, and we had been looking forward ' bers; but India is not more given to this kind of outlaws
to the pleasure and convenience it wo ld be when com- | than other countries, and there must be some other rea-

pleted.

But for days we had been suffering much di- | sons for this universal custom, the strongest of which

comfort from builders and carpenters ; we had to move = probably is the custom itself.



The ordinary Hindu village consists of two distinc!’
sections, which may be separated by only a wide
street or by a number of fields. The larger and better 1

section is regarded as the village proper, including Brah !

mans, Sudras, Mahommedans and others of equal caste |
grade. In the smaller and poorer se tion live the Pa- |
--sriahs and other out-caste and non-caste people. For-
merly the inhabitants of this despised section were not !
allcwed to enter the streets of the village proper, but |
latterly caste distinctions are by no means so strictly |
observed. '
APPEARANCE.

Hindu villages are all made after the same patie o

Though rarely well shaded, almost every village has m !
. and around it @ number of palins, bangans, maryosas or

other trees and when viewed from a distance, 1t presents
beautiful and inviting appearance. | his is emphatically
one of the scenes where distance lends enchantment to
the view. The beauty vinishes in di ect proporuion as
we come nearer, until dust, dirt, and suling odors make
us-eager to retrace our sleps or to pass quickly by, No
sanitary regulations disturb the serenity ur 1ax the pockets
of the village fathers. No garbage wagons disturb the
early slumbers of housekeepers, .nd even the farmers are
too stupid or too listless to utilize the retuse of the streets
in fertilizing their fields

The houses are of one story, mud wabls, and thatch or
tile roof. The latter is an exiravagance which only the
comparatively rich can aflord. Uy wayv of decoranon,
the front walls of the houses are sometimes panted n
verticle stripes about a fuot wide, red altemating wih
white. More commonly, however, utility take- prece-
dence of ornament. and the front ol the house 15 covered
with cakes of cow manute, stuck there for drymyg m the
sun, $o as to become Ot for fuet

But bittle attempt is made at culuatug shade-trees or |
flowers. The small space surrouading the house ts vcou-
pied as cattle-stalls and gram-b.ns

The village tank, a large reservou, not far away, (or
watering cattle, washing clothin;, and trigating fehds,
the village well, which only those of the higher castes are
allowed to approach, “ the bazaar” or marketplace, !
where the few commodities required by the frugal res:-
dents are sold, a jew stray donkeys grazing on the com-
mons, a scraggy forlorn pony, which for some myste !
rious reason i1s hobbled, an occasional mangy starving
’ariah dog, and numberless dusky youngsters 1n nature’s
garb, all enter into the picture of an ordinany 1hindu
village.

GOVERNMENT

The village rules and regulations are umque and mter
esting. In former days and for thousands of years in suc-
cession, the village administration of India was a marvel
of peaceful working and quiet stability. Every detail was
regulated by custom which had come to be law, every in-
dividual had his place, knew it and kept it.

The present government being more vigilant over the
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the repeated interference on the part of government has
to some extent destroyed the influence of the local offi-
cials and the peaccful administration of former days,
when the Headman s word was final Jaw, and the clerk’s
bribery more public but less oppressive.

The old village system had much more community of
goods and servants, and much stronger cohesiveness
than we should have expected to find compatible with the
rigid caste distinctions of the people. The offizers were
these, and to a great extent they are still the same.

1. The Munsug or Headman, who has limited magis-

" terial authority by law, and much more by custom. He

is held respansible for the general good behaviour of the
whole village, miust report delinquents to the police or
magistrate, 1s expected to furnish supplies to travellers

. and government officials, and give information concern-

ing the a sessment and collection of taxes. We have ob-
served that he is generally the largest man in the village,
his house the best, and his family the most influential.
He is usually one of the farmers and can seldom either
read or write

2. The Aurnam or clerk. [his office is nearly always
in the hands of Brahmans, the reason for this being that
formerly they were the only class able 1o read and write.
The village clerk has an important post, and though his
nomioal pay is small, rupees, houses and lands gravitate
towards him in a remarkable manner. His position sub-
jects him to many temptations to bribery and oppression,
while his moral character 1> usually such as to af?ard him
littte rest ting power. His chief business is to collect the
revenue and pay it over to the government. He is also
the private sccretary of everybody in the village who
needs one.  He has to write all the letters, complaints
and pections of the villagers.  For this he receives fees
and presents, but what is of more value to him, he knows
everybody’s secrets and is a witness whom it is warth
while to buy.

3. The Motart s an ofhicial of infenor rank  His busi-
ness is to assi<t the Munsig and the Kumam 11 carrying
out their orders. His position carries with it some dig-
mty, a small salary, and a few perquisites.

4. The Vettymen are the lowest village servants. They

. run hither and thither at the bidding of the other officials,

act as scavengers when necessary, show the way to pass-
ing traveliers, and make themselves generally usetul to
the village 1n a menial capacrty.

5. The Watchman is a functionary of considerable im-
portance, though since the introduction of the modern
police system his ylory has somewhat departed. The
watchman was formerly the guardian of boaundaries
public and private ;: he was the chief of police, and was
expected to know all suspicious characters, and in case
of theft find the stolen property, or trace the thief to the
boundary of his township.

Then there is the money-changer, whu supplies the
villagers with coins, large or small, as may be required,
and lends them small sums of monev at a high rate of
interest ; the goldsmith, who keeps the jewels in repair

rights of individuals, and having no hesitancy in inter- - and makes new ones when required, 1s ready to prepare
fering with established usage where improvement is, a ta/f or marriage badge whenever a wedding comes off,
called for, the influence of officials has been conuiderably | and turning his hand also to coarser work, suppl'es brass
lessened, and the even tenor of the old Indian village sys- 1 vessels for household use ; the carpenter, the potter, the
tem has been somewhat disturbed. ! shoemaker and thr washerman, who are all indispensable

Under the latest orders the village officials have been  and are considered in a manner village servants. The
made sal ried officers, receiving their pay direct from | same is true of the barber, who combines with his ton-
government. It was thought this arrangement would in- sorial profession that of a surgeon. He is supposed,
spire them with more fear of the higher authorities and | moreover, to be a sort of intelligence office, ready to
have a tendency to check oppression and bribery. It has | retail all the news of the village, whether good or bad,
probably some advantages, but it cannot be denied that ' general or perso al.
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Another group of servants whom for digunity and im-
portance we ought to have mentioned earlier, are the
priests for performing religious ceremonies, the school-
master for insiruciing a few favored youths, the astrolo-
ger for prescribing auspicious times, the pbysician for
watching over the health of the community, and the
genealogist, who is the standard authority on family trees,

All these arg considered village functionaries, living
and laboning for the good of the community, and ready
at any time to receive a present from any one in recogni-
tion of their public services

The village Punchyat, or * Council of Five,”is an in-
stitution worthy of notice 1t consists of a commitiee—
either permanent or temporary—of five of the chief men
of the village to decide cases of a moral nature, and
especially those relating to the violation ol caste rules.
They fix punishments of fines and penances, and the
offenders have no alternative but to acquiesce. Should
the action of the council be disregarded in such cases,
the moral suasion which follows is of a very serious kind.
The offender is deprived of caste privileges. No one is
altowed to give him work, water, food, or fire, nor is any
one allowed to converse with bim until he relents. The
same orders are at once communica ed to his caste-fel-
lows in other villages, and whoever disregards them
becomes a partner in his crime. It is a punishment
which few have the courage to face, and the decision ot
the punchyat is therefore generally implicitly obeyed.
Such a council is also sometimes called 10 report in con-
nection with the Munsif on cases of sudden death, rob-
bery, etc.

Elphinston in s History of India, pays the following
enconium to the Hindu village system :

" The village cbmmunities are little republics, having
nearly everything they can want within themselves, and
almost independent of any foreign relations.  They seem
to last where nothing else lasts. Dynasty alter dynasty
tumbles down ; revolution succeeds to revolution ; Hindu
Patan, Mogul, Mahratta, Sikh, English, are all masters
inturn ; but the village community remains the same.
In times of trouble they arm and fortify themselves ; a
a hostile army passes through the country ; the village
communities collect their cattle within their walls and let
the enemy pass unprovoked. [f plunder and devastation
be directed agamnst themselves, and the force employed
be irresistible, they flee to tniendly villages at a distance ;
but when the storm has passed over they return and re-
sume their occupations.  If a country remain for a senes
of years the scene of continual pillage and warlare, so
that the villages cannot be inhabited, the scattered vil-
Jagers nevertheless return whenever the power of peace-
able possession revives. A generation may pass away,
but the succeeding geaeration will return.  Tb@sons will
take the places of the lathers; the same sie for the vil-
lage, the same positions tor the houses, the same lands
will be re-occupied by the descendants of thuse who were
driven out when the viliage was depopulaied  The union
of the village community, each one g)rmmg a little state
in itse.f, has | conceive, cuntributed more than any other
cause to the preservation of the people of India through
all the revolutions and changes which they have suffered
and 15 in a high degree conducive to their happiness and
to the enjoyment of a great portion of freedom and in-
depeadence:"— From * Euveryday Life in India” by Rev.
A. D. Rowe, M.,

There is a past which has gone forever, but there 1s a
future which is still our own.—F. W, Robertson.
The cry o distress lays hold of our Lord’s omnipotence.

Parting with a—I:oved Preacher for the Sam-
ulcotta Sehool.

Rev. . N. Thomssen, of the A, B, M. Union, writes ;
After a refreshing sleep we arose early on Sunday morn-
ing to make preparations for a preaching-service. A tent
was pitched in a grove of trees near the bungalow, and
by rolling up its »ides we had a spacious chapel. Mats
were laid on the ground for the people to sit on, while
three chairs were brooght for our use. About 7.30 o'clock
a large number of Christians from Addunky and other
villages and some heathen had gathered to listen to the
preaching of the word of God. ’

Preaching to the Telugus is quite different from preach-
ing to an assembly of people in Europe or America, First
ofwll, the confidence of the people is to be gained. They
are very shy ; and as Mr. Maplesden and I are strangers
tp them they keep at a distance : but by going up to
them, and talking pleasantly with them, and letting them
feel that there is a tie that binds our hearts in mutual
love, we soon overcome this {eeling of strangeness. The
smile of Christ’s love on a Christian’s face will steal its
way into any man's heart !

Now we are ready to begin. The people have taken
their seats on the mats, the head men of the Christians
sit on one side of us, Philip, the native pastor, and his
wife, with the school-children, on the other. One of the
strange yet inspiring hymns to Jesus is sung by the peo-
ple, and Mr. Clough prays. We have all been lifted up,

and have been brought nearer to God  Philip reads the
| 121h chapter of Romans ; and Mr. Clough gives an expo-
sition of it in his happy, characteristic manner, and no
ione can forget the grand lessons taught by the Apostle
Paul in this chapter. Another hymn, and then Mr,
Clough rises to preach. His text is John iii. 3: “ Verily,
iverily, ) say unto thee, except a man be born again he
, cannot see the kingdom of God !" Christ’s doctrine of
! the new birth was expounded, and the Brahmanical doc-
itrine of the transmigration of the soul contrasted with it ;
and the people were shown that Christ's teaching is light,
the Brahmans' darkness. Jesus gives joy ; theirs glves
pain. How dreary and dark must th.t system be that
tells men if they be meritorious, give alms, etc., they may
hope to be born again, perhaps in 3 cow,—to live again
in some animal ! Is it to be wondered at that such a sys-
tem should degrade man?

After the sermon a short business meeting was called,
Philip and his lovely wife Sarah had been four years in
Addunky ; Philip preaching the gospel to the pzople, and
Sarah teaching the village-school. They were entwined
in the affections of the Christians in and around Addun-
ky ; but the day had come when their connection was (o
be sgvered.  Philip had received a call from the Rev. J,
MdLAurin, of the Canadian Baptist Mission, to come to
Samulcotta, and assist him in preparing young men for
the gospel ministry in the northemn part of the Telugu
country. After much prayer it was decided to go; but
the peop'e declared this could not be. We reasoned with
them, and tried to persuade them what evidently seemed
to be God's will; but they said, —

“Nol we cannot give them feave 1 go | Since Philip
and Sirah are among us our women do not quarrel and
fight, the men have given up their evil habits, our child-
ren are learning to read, and can sing  Are we to be left
alone?”

On being told that another man would come
were constant in prayer they said,—

“ We do not want any other man ; we want Philip and

}'f they

Sarah, his wife "



THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.

37

co- | It seemed as if [ were to be hindered, for the rain came
ple were working themselves up to a great pitch ufpcx- down for two or three days heavily. [tlooked very much
citement, s0 the subject was dropped, a d after prayer | if the great north-east monsoon had come in good earnest ;
by Philip and several other brethren the meeti ~g wasdis- | still there was a doubt. I took acvantage of the doubt
missed. and toured for fifféen days. There were a good many

We returned to the bungalow, and there recerved many | showers but the monsoon did not come upon us till we
callers, both Christian and_ heathen We had pleasant | were on our way home, twenty miles from Cocanada.
conversations with them, and the ume fHew very fast® The two nights | was iravelling bome it ramed as if the

The Telugu mind is peculiarly excitable ; and the

After dinner, about five o’clock 1n the afternoon, we re- |
assembled with the Christians at the tent for a devotiona |
meeting. Several of the brethren prayed, and some short !
addresses were also made.  Then the subject of the morn- |
ing was again taken up for discussion ; and we were both
amused and instructed by the speeches of different men
trying to Frove to Philip and to us that it would not be
God’s will for him 10 leave them, and take up the work of
teaching.

One good old brother—one of the peddeiu, or headmen
of the palem—arose, and addressing Mr. Clough, said—

*“ Ajah (sir), can a tree be transplanted after growing
in one place for four years, and having its roots firmly
fixed in the soil? If you transpiant, it wi.l certainly die ! |
How can Philip leave us after having been planted among
us for four years? He will certainly be ruined. ™

" Doragaru (master),” said another, * what do you think
of a gentleman who takes a man from his work who has
gone into the jungle, cut down the trees, prepared the
ground, ploughed and sowed it, and the scecrns springing
up, and gives promise of a very fine crop? Philip and
his wife have dor.e such work here, and they must stay
and reap the fruit of their labors "

A number of similar speeches were made ; but the one ;
answer Mr. Clough had for all of themn was, ' Ichchethi, |
durekethi ! i. €., ¥ The fact of your giving w1l be fact of !
your receiving ' But the people wouid not give 1n ; they '
grew more clamorous.

“It is not God's will, it is your will'  Mi chittam, mi i
chittam, your will | your will ! " was heard on every side. |

Mr. Clough arose and said, “ Who am | that4l should '
set my will over against God's will > Brethren, you know '
that God could strike me down; and | fear to do any-
thing against His holy will. | did not persuade Philip
and Sarah to go, nor is it my will that they should go ;.
but 1 told them to pray over this matter, and, f they feh
(God was calling them, then, and not before, they were to

0; and, if they felt man was calling them, to stay here
s not this what I said, Philip?"

* Yes, sir,” replied Philip, “ that was your advice. We'
feel God is calling us ; and, as the Apostle Paul did not
fear to go to distant lands to preach the gospel of Chnist
crucified, neither will | fear to go 1"

By this time the people were consiierably quieted ;|
but still they were as et not wholly convinced that it was ;
their duty to send Philip and Sarah, and to pray for their .
success. i

e —— |

OUR INDIAN STATIONS.

Cocanada.
AN INGATHERING.

(From the Canadian Baptist. |
Dear Sir,—Same of the readers of your pages may
remember a letter which aEpcnrcd some months ago as
to the way our mission work has been started about forty
miles from here through a trader, Gundum Kondizh.
Well, the middle of last month I got ready my tents
and called carts for a trip into the region of Gokaram, etc. |

i asking for teathing.

windows of heaven were opencd.

I had a grand good time in Konaah's region and four-
feen were bapuzed.  Awmony these were Kondiah's
brother, his wile and his young wife put away when he
became i Christian, and other imembers of his household.
Two from the Malas came and were baptized. One, an
old man has long been called by the name Vasu Dasu
(Stave of Christ)—the other, a young man, who says he
has loved Christ for five years. Thedav after his baptism
his wife left hun, but he was able to induce her to return
to him.

When in Gokaram some Koyas, Hill Men came to me
] went to several of their villages
and talked tosthem. Theyare- erv much hke the Karens
of Burmah when the gospel first came tothem. From
Gokaram we went away to Elashmaram w the eastward
thirty miles.  Up to this time in 4)l that region there had
been no Christians.  We travelled the most of two nights
to reach the place.  The second night a wide treacherous
river took us two hours 1o cross. It was hal'-past four
Sabbath morning before | got the tent pitched and, worn
out, threw mysell on my cot dor an hour. On Monday
evening, 2gth October, | bapuized just at dark in Lingam-
purly, eignteen men and women. | have never had any-
thing like this on my Coranada field before. The head
man of the village of nearly two hundred houses, his wife,
son, daughter and sister were among the number.  There
were others 10 come and they wanted me ‘o stay another

day. ] could not do w0, and the same mght we turned
homeward
AV TIMPANY,
November 2nd, 1883
OUR ZENANA WORKFR T0 THE (0OR. SEC. 0F ONTARIO.
My dear Mry Rose, AR ¢ This, | think,
15 the day of your Annual Meeting, s 1t not? May the

Master whose presence, [ trust, will be manifest in your
midst grve you much wisdom and direct you 1n making
many and efficient plans for the carrying on of His work
here. We will need n,y small sum of money for our
Zenana work, and were | sending now tnstcad of two
months ago for my appropriations tor the next year, |
wauld ask for more than $50. The work 1s apparently
crowdmg tself upon me much sooner than 1 expected,
and my dear sister, | shall need very much wisdom
which [ am daily--and [ know many of you at home are
also --asking God to give me inorder that st may be done
successfully

1 look over this great town with 1ts thousands of per-
ishing souls and wonder how it 15 ta be divided up, so
that we may give the Ligh! 10 as great a number of
people as possible. We shall need 1) have quite a number
of native workers and one or two Eurasian ladies. There
is 2 young lady belonging to one of the best Eurasian
families in this town preparing (or zenana work. She will
be ready to begin the first of the year, and if the ladies
think it well toengage her Iwillduso. * * She seems
to be one whom the Lord has chosen for our work, and
I have given her some reason to hopg that she will be
engaged, but avoided doing so as long as possible, and



38

THE CANADIAN IMISSIONARY LINK.

not until she came 1o see me and asked what she was l

todo. | had been praying about it and only a few days
before had received a post-office order lor $50 from \he
Winnipeg (Manitoba) Circle, which when cashed brought
128 rupees. Then | had also received your letter and
one from Mrs Freeland, saying the $60 1 had written
about had been left 1n my hands by the ladies of the
Boatd, tobe used in whatever way | thought best. Sol
have $110 already in hand, besides nearly envugh of the
money left of my travelling expenses to pay my munshi
another year.  Will you please thank the ladies for me
for the $60?

There are many patiently waiting for me to visit them
whea [ have mastered the language. [t 1s very stow
work, and some patience is needed | can assure \ou,
panticularly when the work 15 so pressing.

Last Sunday morning a man of ‘he Sudra castgcame
to Mr. Tupany and asked him if | would go up to his
house and teach Ins daughters and niece English and
fancy work. 1 was engaged with my class at the time, so
Mr. Timpany told him tw come «n Monday morning.
He came and we talked the matter aver. I told him that
I would go it he would allow |Jesus to go too. | said,
“ My only motive 1n going to the zenana will be to teach
and make known the religion of Jesus. That is my call-
ing, and that is my work, and that is the reason [ left my
home and came to India* He said he was willing for
me to teach his women about the Saviour, but | would
have to begin very gently, for they were very ignorant
and worshipped idols.  He told me to bring itin with my
work. He also said they were very untidy, and did not
know how to keep their huuses clean, und sked me 1o give
them lessons in that as well. He urged me to go and
make a beginning] and said there were many more who
would be wilhng 10 have me go to their houses after a
ume. He took me home with bun and introduced me to
his wife and children and others, and | .arranged to go
three umes a week

Mr. Timpany thinks this 1 4 grand opening as this
man ha, one uf the highest positions 11 government in

Cocanada, and 15 one of the most influential men, and !

while this is the case there may be many who will follow
his example, and want the renana missionary to visit
their homes 100

Thank you for the copy ot the m~morial which you
sen to the QYueen. | need aot tell vou how glad [ was
that you were doing so, for we who are 1n India see what
an awful sin child-marnage 1o

My Sunday morning cluss i~ sull very interesting and
brings me plenty of work. One of my young men I
think has trusted 1n fesus.  Others are seeking Him. |
had some benches made out of my packing boxes for
them. [ had benches brought from the church before.
e M L FRrITH.

THE WORK AT HOME.

Ontario and Quebec.

THE DIALOGUE FOR MISSTON BANDS,

May | take advantage ot the Link to write to those
who have been sending for my Dialogue? It 1s so difh-
cult for me to write, owing to il kealth, that | weuld be
gl d to make one letter du for many. The interest of the
Dialogue is much increased by being recited in character,
and as the costume 15 inexpensive it can be easily ob-
tained. A judicious use of pins can supply the lack of

skill in arranging it. The dress consists of a red cotton
jacket with sleeves above the elbov, and a piece of cream
coloured mull muslin, or white cotton about five yards in
length. “The width of the cotton forms the length of the
skirt, and in putting it on start at the right side and work-
ing towards the left pleat the waist line to allow for suffi-
cient fuliness ; wind two or threé times round the body
and bringing it loosely under the right arm throw the end
aver the left shoulder covering that arm to the wrist.

The Telugu translation of the hymn was kindly written
by Mrs. Armstrong, and wul be fond easy to sing to the
familiar tune, as it contains the same nimber of syllables
in each line as our hymn.

If those sending for the dialogue, who intend to have it
{ recited, will kindly state so, | will send three copies in-
stead of vne

A MUk,
Montreal, Dec. g, 1883.

THE RECORDING SECRETARY of the Uniario Women's
Society hus recently changed her-name. It is now
Mrs. J. Denovan, Jr, instead of Miss Dexter, as formerly.
Her address is the same, No. 10, Carlton St., Toronio.

OLIVET MISSION CIRCLE, MONTREAL.

The annuval Chnistmas entertuinment was given by the
young people of the Mission Cucle, Fnday, December
r4th, and was very successful.  The schoul and refresh-
ment rooms were tastefully decorated. In addition to the
fancy table, there was a good colle: ion of curiosities on
view, and .« magic lantern exhibion.  The programme
consisted of ** Christmas Carols,” by the Sunday School
Choir. A reading by Mr (pham, entitled, “ A Zenana
Bazaar,” and a Dialogue * A Telugu Gisl's Story ¥ Luk-
shmi, the Telugu girl, was personated by Miss Ella Mc-
Kergon, whose rendering of the character was excellent.
She wore a native dress sent from lndia, kindly furnished
by Mrs. Famne.  The prohable receipts of the entertain.
ment will be $160.

i HuLL, QUe—Uur Circle in Hull held an entertain-
ment on Friday evening, December i4th.  The pro-
gramme consisung of recitations, readings, solos, ad-
dresses and a missionary dialogue was very successfully
carried out. ** Sister Belle” was present and gave one
of her earnest, Inspiring addresses or “talks,” as she
calls them. We used Mise Muir's dialogue entitled
“The Telugus.” It is full of imlormation and always
takes well. Although few in number in Hull we have
good meetings and we trust we have sume enthusiasm in
this work  We had a plate at the door, for offerings,
and received $20.71.
Dec t8ch, 1883

(DA WHITCOMB, Sec.

b —.—
|

Our Mission Bands.

I THE ~ Busy BEES™ oF GUELFH, ONT.—Dear Link,
| - We have much pleasure in forwarding to you the
, first remittance from our Mission Band. As soon as
| we organized, we begn to work to make articles to sell
at an entertainment to be given before Christmas. As
E our Band was formed on the 1oth of November, it did not
i give us much time, but the ladies of the chuich very
kindly sent articles for our table. OQur entertainment tock
place last evening, and the basement was filled. We

I took $11.00 by collection, and $29 0o by the table, mak-

ing $40.00 which you will find enclosed. A good pro-
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%{,ammc of inission pieces was given by the * Busy Bees.”
e have all felt it a great pleasure to do this and hope
the intrrest in our work will increase.
. ALICK EVANS, Sec. Trea.
“ WILLING WORKERS" + ¥ WINDSOR, N.S.~ An enter- .
tainment, consisting of recitations and singing, was re-
cently given by this Band, an account of whose method
of working appeared in Jast month's Link. It was very ;
successful and added $g tu the funds I

HALIFAX, NORTH CHURCH MISstoN BaND, We
thought perhaps some of your readers might be interested
in hearing how our Mission Band is progressing.  Weare
justthree years old  Qur Band is not unjustly called * Will-
ing Workers.” The first year we had one hundred mem- ‘
bers and® raised $70 We support a young man from |
Chicacole who is attending the Seninary at Samulcotta,
and who spent his vacation in preaching and teachlng‘
among the natives. Various means are taken toaise the |
money. At one time part of the hour for meeting was |
devoted to making fancy and useful articles. \While some |
sang, recited or read, the listeners were busv with their |
fingers. Then we had an entertainment inrhe church, and |
sold our articles during the internussion and afier the ex-
ercises closed At another time we made an autograph
guilt.  The blocks were sewed ar the meetings ot the '
Band, then the names written upon them charging ten
cents each. 1he quilt was afierwards presented to the
President. Duriny the summer our meeungs are discon-
tinued, owing to so many leaving the city. We have
commenced again, had 6o present at the first meeting,
A short time ago our President gave us a parlor enter
tainment. It was pronounced a great success in every
way. We are always interested n hearing from other
Mission Bands, as to their success and how thewr meet-
ings are conducted, for where children are concerned
there rhwast be constant change and vanety to keep up the
interest. “One thing, howev r goud, soon fails to create
enthusiasm, | hope the tme will soon come when in
conneckon with our Link twhich 1s invaluable as 1t s we
may have a department exclusively devoted to Mission '
Bands or a separate paper such as the Little Helpers
We take this pap.r and have been using the exercises
given there ; but feel how much more intere-ted the
children would be. 11 these were concerming our own
missionaries and their respective ticlds of labor. 1 hope
that very many Bands may be organized during the com
ing year, and that not one Cuircle will rest satisfied unul
they have one ; for the good results cannot be estimated. *
It is certatnly like good seed sown upoun good ground. - |
“ Sure will the harvest be

S ) Mansin, |
December 10, 1883, |
———

India’'s Women.

ONE OF THE most interesting characters i India just
now is Ramabia, a gifted and hiwghly educated youny
Brahmin widow, who hiis undertaken the difficult task of
creating a public sentiment aganst the social customs
which bind down [ndian womea.  She has already |
achieved a great deal. Her lectures in Bombay have
created a wide interést, not only from the novelty of a
woman assuming such a position, but from her scholarly
and forcible manner of placing her views before the pub-
lic. Sheis spoken of as on the “ border line of Chris.
tianity,”and her influence in-certain directions can scarcely
be overrated, altaough it 1s hardly likely that the object

- she has no doubt been married several years.

care generaliv unhappy |

she has at heart will be accomplished during her lifetime.
She is a remarkably gifted linguist, and her knowledge
of Sanskrit inspires the learned Hindoos with respect.
Her lectures are attended as largely by men as by
women.

WIDOW MARRIAGE
Mrs. Jewett writes . - From time to time in our paper,

the Madra« 7imes, appears a cheering note from Rajah-
mundry, a large Telugu town north of Nellore. The

! Western Society has dane so well 1 sending a memonal

to the Queen, 1 feel that | want to send you, as its secre-
tary, the following from the 7imes of August 15—

ANOTHER WIDOW MARRIAGE AT RAJAYMUNDRY.

A Komati virgin widow marriage was celebrated last
might under the auspices of the Local Widow Marriage
Association.  This is the ninth widow marriage and
second Visya marnage. I'he bridegroom is thirty years,
and the bride sixteen. % % % ¥ *

I should say the Komat and Visya mentioned in the
article are very high caste.  (vod seems 1o be stiering up
the minds of great numbers of hiv servants just now, in
reference to the wonderful things he 15 prepaning to do
for the millions of [ndia’s women. Their “ great wrongs”
are constantly being suffered before our eyes. When
my school of eighty caste girls was closed for vaca-
ton it was well known that the bughtest and best of
them could not return, because she was tweive years old.
During the last few weeks, she had attended both day
and Suiday-schoot by stealth only, whenever her father
was absent fiom home. l.ake many others in the school
They do
not call it betrothai, as i used to think they did  Dear
littie Paraih girls are taken out sumilarty, f thor parents
are not Chnistians, and marned to heathen men against
their will

11 MUST NoT sk sUprosen that the women of India
that they regard themselves as
slaves . that they long for independence ; that they pro-
test aranst seclusion, that theg-hanker after knowledge.
They are too feeble minded and apathetic to be conscions
of deyradation, 100 wedded 15 ancient customs to repine
under absence of freedom or wut of education.  They
e teem 1t an honar to way on then husbands.  The ne-
cessity for privacy, and the undesirability of a woman's
leacniny letters, are 1deas s et rming led with their ear-
liest feelings s interwoven w i the whole texture of
their moral being  that, they have become cherished
customs with the women themseives. They are more
than customs ; they are sacred rebygious obhgations. Seo
far from submitting to these restrictions from compulsion,
no respeciable woman would, as a rule, show herself in
public, or allow herself 1o be taught reading and writing,
or any feminine accomplishment, even if permis 10n were
accorded her. She has no conception of any benefit to
be derived from a knowledge of letters, except for the
romotion of female intrigue ; and she would prefer to
¢ accused of murder than of learning to dance, sing or
play on any musical instrument.  She loves ornaments,
but she regards (norance as her truest decoratton.  She
considers herse) disgraced by stenlity of body, but glo-
ries in sterility of mind. Edncation, music and dancing
are suppased to go together, and are to her badges of a
life of infamy. When a sister s observed imiiating a
brother’s first chiidish «ttempts at penmanship, she is
peremptorily ordered to desist, and that, too, by the
womeu of the household. - Pras M. Williams.



40

THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.

Sister Belle's Corner.

( For the Little Folks who read this Paper).

DEAR Bovs aND GirLs.—The LInNK for December
had good news in it for us  Three new Mission Bands
formed since the meeting of the Women’s Convention in
October. Seventy.three boys and girls are the members
m these new Bands. We gladly welcome tlese little
workers to our ranks, and pray that God will bléss them
as they try to be a blessing to others. On Friday night
I attended a missionary meeting in the City of Hull,

where the boys and girls gave the best things on the

programme. Their missionary dialogues and recitations
were said in such an earnest, wide-awake manner, as if
the hearts as well as the heads had learned the lesson.
That is the secret of a good meeting—having our hearts
init. [ am sure you were all glad to read the letter of

. owr missionars, Mr. Craig, about the fine large building
Just opened in Akidu for a girls' school.  $15 will keep a
girl in this school for one year ; and oh, how much good
it will do her!  We will all pray for the school at Akidu
as well as for the others in which we are interested. The
more we pray, the easier we will ind 1t to yive, even if
the giving means a doing without something we wish for
ourselves. Here 15 a recitation about that -

A thoughtful child was seen one day

Turn frum ber toys and her careless play,

With a questioning glance of sad su prise,

And o far away lu-%( w her dark brown eyes |,

For something s strunge she nad heard them say
Those laches while talking that summer day ;

They thought she had come for a fond caress,

Nor dreamed that their meaning the child could guess.

She hstened, while shadows came down apace,
Then crept to her playthings with earnest face ;
And there in the twilght she told it all

To one hitle hearer —her best-loved dull
*Why, Fanny, my dally, across the sca,

Are mtllons who never can Christians e

Til sumebody 1ells thew of Jesus' Jove,

And how they may go to His hoine above

** And [ heard mother say that 1o lands afar,
A packet 1v gongr - The Mormng Star)”

To carry the Gospel, 1 B heve she sad,

[ people to grnng are onty led.

Now [ have ten cents that I meant fur you
To buy you, my dolly. a nob . Bue,
But perhaps st would heip them il ih
We'll grve it,” she sanl, with quivering up

BRI
A

I'he mother bent low at the cvemmy prayer,
(V'er the form of her dasling kneehoy there.

And lovingly stroking the curly head

She hearl these words so soltly ~aid, —

* Dear Jesus, my doBly and | are glad

To keep the poor heathen from being bad,

And some time will hetp them, I hope, again,

{ know you will bless them, dear Lord  Amen.”

And then in the staclight a silence deep
Betokened the coming of quiet seep ;

But the head unthe pllow turned vnce more,
And a puzzled expression the child-lace wore
1 want to know, mamma, what word [ hear{-
Fhe meaning of saerefice--that's the ward,”

She answered, ** My child, I'll explain 1o you,
Your sacrifice, dear, was the ribbon blue.”

She had given Yo send to those afar
The wonderful light of the ** Moming Star,’

f

, Then into her soul did the Saviour shine

. To beckon her on to the life Divine ;

And so in her girlhood’s suaniest hour

She yiclded her heart to the Spiril's power,
And she kept her desire of greatest worth
To send the Gospel to all on the earth.

i
And out into maidenhood’s hopes and fears,
Far out in the whirl of the rushing years,
She remembered the lesson learned that day
In the happy hours of her childish play.
The cents to dollars had now increased ;
The blessing of giving hod never ceased ;
And her sacrifice often took shape anew

In another form of the ribbon blue.

This poem has filled our corner, so the rest of the
things I wanted to say must wait for another month.
May we all learn for ourselves the meaning of this word
* sacrifice,” when giving our money to foreign missions.

. SISTER BRLLE

480 Lewis Street, Ottawa.

God's Promises to Cheerful Givers.

! “Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the
. first-fruits of all thine increase ; so shall thy barns be
i filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with
new wine.” - Prov. iii. g, 10.

“ Give, and it shall be given unio you ; good measure,
! pressed down, and shaken t.gether, and runming over,
"shall men give into your bosom. For with the same mea-
i sure you mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”
~Luke vi. 38

* He that hath pity on the poor lendeth unto the Lord,
iand that which he hath given will he pay him again."—
| Prov. xix 17.

“ He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly ;
and he which soweth bounuifully shall reap also bounti-
fully "—2 Cor. ix. 6.

PN

WOMAN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY OF ONTARIO.
Reaepls from November 29th, to Decemer 2, 1883,

Guelph, M. C,, 525 {to make Mrs. Thompson a life
member, proceeds of a reading given by Miss Hart);
"Sarnia Township, M. C,, $12 (proceeds of social $8, fees
$4), Jarvis st glg 65; St George, M. C. $8.80, (quilt)
$5.80; Cheltentam, M. C., $3; Belleville, M. C..$1084,
Hquilt) $175 1st. Lobo, M. C,, $tt; London, Talbot st.
“M.C L1887 M. B, $5.22, (quil) $6; Guelph, M. B. $40;
"M. K. C. 32 (per W. Craig, Port Hope); Miss Payne,
Montreal, $7.75.  Total, $192.93.
, JESSIE L. ELLIOTT, Treas.
. 267 Sherbourne St. Toronto.
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Communications to be sont to Mra M. Froeland, Box 8, Yorkville, Ont
Ordors and remittancen to be sont to Miss J. Buchan, Boxd, Yorkville, Ont.
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I Dudley & Burns, Printars, 11 Coldorna 8t., Toronto.

Discouragement is not a fruit of humility, but of pride.
—Fenclon.



