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OFFICERS

or TIIK

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADA
f

roB

1861-02.

Chairman.

Rev. JOSEPH ELLIOT, Ottawa City.

Secretarn-Crcasnrer.

Rev. EDWARD EB^S, Paris, C. W.

Committee.
Rev. THOMAS PUlLAR, 
“ W. F. CLARKE,
“ JOHN WOOD,

Mu. WILLIAM EDGAR, 
“ E. H. POTTER,

“ S. IIODGSKIN.
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CONSTITUTION
or TUB

CONtiilEtiATIONAL UNION OF CANADA,

C.nJv the ““ °,thl* Awd«“" k. "T«. Co»™.,,.™ Union on

ofMi„l“,1^Sro“SB,L°SVr Chord,„„„

or (being members of Congregational CWd.^1 ° 1 ,1>a8t,)rttl Office, 
or educational «me,; .p.iroveU aad
dpi. »fc “u^S"ct'“h " Zd^i Tf":"” «“ .«.tindiv. pria. 

Church, to maintain perfect independence’in !?g,lt of ever)' 8CP«rato
and therefore, that the Union s .all not 1 K»vern?e,.,t> and administration ; 
authority, or in any case,Cornea cotroTaHlr1'11"^ W

promote evangelical relmionVn e,"Ejects contemplated in its formation : 1. To 
ation. 2. To^uUWate Drothèrlv0affeeH10n WIî!* ^'onSTeSati<>»al denomin 
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ness for the annual meeting. 1 Mon> and prepare a docket of busi-

at the meetingveil
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the evidence of good standing is suffi,r ,P°n thelr rePort that
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2. The Union slialV meet annually on the second Wednesday in June, at 
four o’clock, r.M., for organization ; to commence with devotional exercises; 
the Chairman of the last meeting, (or, failing him, the pastor in the place of 
meeting) to preside then, and until his successor be appointed,

8. After the above exercises, a Minute Secretary shall be appointed, the 
Roll of the Union called, and a Sessional Roll formed.

4. A temporary committee of five shall then be choeen, on nomination of 
the chair, for Business and Nominations, who shall be required to report at 
the close of public service on the same evening, Standing Committees on busi
ness, Nominations, Membership, Public Services, Finance, and the Missionary 
Committee. * J

8, Tli 3 Report of the Committee of the Union shall then be presented.
6. The Annual Sermon shall be preached on the Wednesday evening, the 

preacher being appointed at the previous annual meeting.
7. On Thursday norning, after the devotional services, the retiring Chair

man shall deliver an address, and the new Chairman shall be elected by ballot 
without nomination.

CONOR

The j'igh 
Canada, 
Wednesday 
the devotioni

The Rev. 
Mr. C. T. Mi

The Sessic

8. The meeting shall be daily opened and closed with prayer; the morning 
devotional exercises to extend to an hour.

cun

9. No motion shall be discussed unless seconded ; no member shall speak 
twice to the same motion, without permission from the chair; and every motion 
shall be presented in writing by the mover, if required by the chair.

10. The roll shall be called, and the Minutes of the preceding day read, at 
the opening of each day’s session ; and the Minutes of the last day at the close 
of the session.

11. The Church in whose locality the Annual Meeting shall be held, shall 
be requested to celebrate the Lord s Supper in connection with such mee*’ng.

12. On the Monday evening during the sittings of the Union, a public meet
ing of the Union shall be held. r

13. Application shall be made by the Secretary, one month at least before
the annual meeting, for statistics of the several Churches, and a brief narra
tive of the state of religion among them, that he may prepare a condensed 
ordered6 °* w*10*6’ ^or t*le ft,lnua* meeting, and for publication if so

Rev. R. O. Bai 
“ E. Barkei 

R. K. Bla 
O. B. But 
A. Bu; pc 
J. T. Byr 
W. Clarki 
W. F. Cla 
J. Climie, 
O. Confiai 
H. Dennei 
J. Durrani

14. A collection for the funds of the Union shall be made annually in each 
Church’ on or near the Lord’s day prior to the meeting. From this source, in 
addition to the other exjienses of the Union, the travelling fares of the ministerial 
members of the Union, and of one delegate from each Church contributing for 

ear shall be paid in full, if possible ; the deficiency, if any, being divided 
by the number of members herein defined as entitled to participate, and the 
amount of such dividend being deducted from the sum otherwise to be paid to 
each such member;—on the understanding that such ministers and delegates 
shall remain during the sessional meetings, except with leave from the chair.

delegates from the Union to Corresponding Bodies, who may fail 
to fulfil their appointments by personal attendance, shall address those bodies 
by letter communicating in substance, such information and sentiments aa 
they would furnish, if present, at their annual convocation.

tin'

£ Guelph. . . .R,
\-Kingtton. .
kJ-iêtowell. .
IMontreal, ) 
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\Pari»..........
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»e Sessional Boll formed, consisting doting the meeting of’ read, at 
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ministerial MEMBERS.

Rev. E. Ebbs,
“ J. Elliott,
“ M. Fenwick,

R. I lav,
W. Hay,
W. Hayden,
J. Hooper,
A. Lillie, D.D.,
F. H. Marling,
D. McCallum,
D. McGregor,
R. McGregor,

Rev. R. G. Baird,
“ E. Barker,

R. K. Black,
O. B. Bûcher,
A. Bu; pee,
J. T. Byrne,
W. Clarke,
W. F. Clarke,
J. Climie,
0. Cornish, B.A., 
H. Denney,
J. Durrant,

Rev. J. McKillican,
“ A. J. Parker,
“ H. D. Powis,
“ T. M. Reikie,

R. Robinson,
P. Shanks,
E. J. Sherrill,
C. P. Watson,
A. Wickson, LL.D 
H. Wilkes, D.D., 
H. Wilson,
J. Wood.—86.

st before
ef nnrra- 
nndensed 
ion if so

f in each 
onree, in 
inisterial 
utingfor 
1 dmaed
and the

id toepai
lelegates 
le chair.

lay delegates.

Guelph. . . .Robert Thompson. 
-Kingston. . . j ^ Massie and
L£ïïtl\' *4 J>. Shell.
Montreal W. R. Hibbard and 

Zion th.\) Alfred Savage. 
•Paris. ... . Arthur Haines and 
U- ,1 1 c- T- Mitchell.
T , o • George Fitch.
Toronto, 2nd ) n ___

Church . . | Pelts.

Belleville. . ,B. B. Ross. 
(Piraf"xa. .Robert Brown. 
Cobonrg . . .George Hague. 
Lanark, 1 st i .

Church . . fJamcs Muir.
Mart in town . i £,cx- McGregor & 

I Peter Christie. 
London . . .J. T. Robinson. 
Trafalgar. .Win. Shane. 
lumberry . .John Brown.—19,
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DELEGATES FROM CORRESPONDING BODIES. 
Rev. Robert Wilson .

Fina 
Folts ai 

The
t* 1 tab] 
Treasur 
Fenwic 
R. K. ]
(ï. Rob

. Congregational Union of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick.

C. W. Torry. . . . Congregational Conference of Ohio.
C. C. Cadwell . . . Convention of Presbyterian and Congregational 

„ Churches, Wisconsin.
W. Ormiston, D.D. Late United Presbyterian Synod of Canada.—4.

HONORARY MEMBERS.
Rev. C. Pearl .... Waterville, C.E.

“ P. W. Muir .
“ John Porteous 
“ A. Wilson . . .

Mr. W. W. Nelles . Agent Upper Canada Tract Society. 
“ J. J. Capper . . London, England.
“ D. McLellan . . Paris, C.W.

. Canada Presbyterian Church.
44 44 u

44 44 44

The hours of session were fixed at from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m . 
and from 2.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. The

McGreg 
The I 
The 1 
The f< 

Rev. C. 
C. W. Ï 

The l 
Rev. Jos

The following Temporary Committee was appointed npon nomina- 
tion of the Union Committee, vis. : Rev. Messrs. Parker, Marling, 
Reikie, Robinson and Wood.

The Secretary presented a Docket of Business, which 
firmed to Thursday evening.

The Treasurer’s Account, for the year ending this day, was 
presented : and Messrs. Hibbarl and Thompson appointed auditors.

The Secretary presented an Abstract of the Statistical Report.
After prayer the meeting adjourned till 7.30

was con-

UponP.M. Friday v 
Dr. \\ 

whcreupiAt 7.30 p.m. assembled for Divine worship.
The Rev. \\ m. Clarke, in the absence of the appointed preachers, 

delivered a discourse upon Matthew xvi. chapter, 18th verse : “And 
1 say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” The 
Rev. Messrs. Sherrill and McKillican assisted in the devotional 
exercises.

At the close of the service, the Temporary Committee reported: 
whereupon the following committees were appointed :

Business committee:—Rev. F. H. Marling, Convener: Revds. 
W. *. Clarke and J. Durrant ; Messrs. Massie and Haines.

Nomination Committee:—Rev. J. T. Byrne, Convener; Revds. 
W. Clarke and McKiJlican; Messrs. T. Hendry and P. McDougall.

Membership Committee : — Rev. J. Elliott, Convener; Rev. 
Messrs. Ebbs, Sherrill, Robinson and D. McGregor.

Public Service Committee : — Rev. K. M. Feuwick, Convener; 
Rev. Messrs. Climic, Powis, Baird and Macdonald.
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Finance Commi t* : — Mr. W. K Hibbard, Convener; Messrs. 
roit8 and Thompson.

The following nomination of Missionary Committee was laid on 
table, to be ballotted upon to-morrow morning, vis. : Secretarv- 

frcasurer, Itev. Henry Wilkes, D.D. ; Home Secretary, Rev. K M
hT'hi1 A- '-iih DD- w- Hay, A. J. I-arkcri
K. K. Black and R. Wilson; Messrs. A. Savage, W. R. Hibbard,
<r. Robertson, 1). D. Campbell, P. McDougall and W. Massie.

nd New

V 3
gational 

ida.—4.

/

Thursday, June 13th, 1861.

Hie I nion met at 9 a.m. for devotional exercises. Rev. R. 
McGregor presiding.

The Rev. Dr. Lillie, retiring Chairman, delivered an address, 
ïhe Minutes were read and confirmed. The Roll was called.
^y/°Jï°W'n" ^legates from corresponding bodies were presented : 

îiiir ri ' Cad well, General Convention of Wisconsin ; and Rev. 
C. W. lorry, from General Conference of Ohio.

The Union proceeded by ballot to the election of Chairman. The 
Rev. Joseph Elliott, of Ottawa City, was elected.

Upon report of the Business Committee a docket of business for 
Jbnday was adopted.

Dr. Wilkes presented and read part of the Missionary Report; 
| whereupon, r 7

Jtooli rd, That the Report read by the Secretary-Treasurer of the Canadian 
Congregational Missionary Society be adopted, and printed, with the addition 
of material in the hands of the Home Secretary.

Messrs. Alfred Savage and W. R. Hibbard were appointed audi-
Missi a of the Treasurer of the Canadian Congregational

Dr. Wilkes read a communication from the Committee of the 
Colonial Missionary Society. Also, a paper, prepared by himself, 
on our Mission Work and Relations.

Session concluded with prayer.

0 P.M.,

omina-
arling,

is con-

y, was 
ditors.
ort.

*

ichers,
“And
build

The
itional

irted ;

tevds.

levds. 2.30 P.M. After devotional exercises, Minutes of the morning 
session were read and confirmed.

Secretary presented a letter from Mr. E. A. Noble, which 
referred to the Membership Committee.

Union proceeded to elect the Missionary Committee by ballot, 
lhe nomination was confirmed.

ugall.
Rev. was

ener;
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The Rev. K. II. Fenwick read 
Missionary Society. a Paper on the History of our

Resole 
opinion i 
ally to « 
to diseoi 
espeeiall 

2nd. 1 
weighty 
of tneir 1 

3rd. T 
row, that 
patronize 
miseries 
traction < 

4th. Ti 
deeper re 
the land i 

5th. TI 
Sabbath i 

Resolvei 
simultané 

Resolvet 
bath in 
Spirit apt

Resolvet 
of special

The l 
Indepenc 
session, e

Z

t

him „„.l ,l,c R,,. g „ 'F„S. Prtpmd bj
agreement between the views entertainedJ «‘V v n< • V"*,1 there is 80 much 
held by ourselves; and hereby desire th/lW 18,1 b»*thren and those 
Marling, Ilcikic and Dr T ni;« ♦ Mowpi, XV. ( ’larko Ebbs.ion, and report «S^rdÏymÆg^ ° ^ to -« —X

The session then closed with prayer by Rev. R. Robinson.was

At 7.30 p.m. the Annual Missionary Meeting was held.

Friday, June 14</t, 1801.
the Rev. E.^Shaen^,UrthPet:: n^'T!1 c,xe,rcises- conducted by 

on the question, « Why have we'not filvnnA an addref*
The Roll was called, 

confirmed.

9 A.M.
2.30 p 

were read 
The Si 

the Congi 
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Union of 
behalf of 
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the Gener 
in behalf 
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Freewill ] 
last docurr 
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gate from I 
whereupon 

Resolved,- 
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The Minutes of last session
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Wf ■«,“!»" ........ .. oftoi .b,l!,"^d totil ,"SrZ.
îÆrç=* - ‘^55 2C

2nd That we earnestly entreat parents and guardians in view nf tk„;,
* m,l“ *“"“«■ u'd' «" '*». -a its

SS®»--»1''*

SÎ"SBSS.W“™“=W.:

8abLathT!ntl>ecem£9 * * pm,ch on the "*>«* on the third

ne the

for his 
> allow

mdian
onary

ionary 
■ed by 
much 
those 
Ebbs, 
union- *£~2é£î2 Bftt^würassïAi*»

Imih în' \^’—Tl|‘at the Cburche8 be recommended to observe the second Sab-
•Æ,”' v-.,-u,mgo7r,aS

Rrsolved, That the last Thursday in February be recommended 
of special prayer for Colleges and Schools of Learning

The Union rose in order t' enable the friends of the Canadian
^•Xtd cled ' *ft" ’",ich ,he U"i0“

m.

as a day

1.

1 by wcm,e«d“„d ““ °fl“‘

a letter from the Rev. F. W. Cox, on behalf of the Congregational
SSSl °f l ,h;VUTTtraIlaV also from llev- W. Ormiston, D.D., in 
behalf of the late United Presbyterian Synod of Canada : also a
letter from the Rev W. B. Hammond, in behalf of the General 
Association of New lork; also from Rev. G. S. Hoyt, in behalf of 
he .eneral Association of Michigan; also from Rev. B. G. Willey, 
n behaif of the General Conference of Maine; also a letter from

tWw?MeH v7er.’ m. namc of the Union Quarterly Conference of 
f reewill Baptists, inviting correspondence with that body. This
last document was referred to the Business Committee; and subse-
i Spïï ^3^V.h„™S,îmX°mmi,tee ”f th° U”i0”’

wheereuponthe GCnCral Conference of Ohio, addressed the meeting :
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friraXhf"<ï?t" °! Slat’7y i and wou,d record its testimony to the cordial and 
fr end.y feeling towards the Federal Government, in its present dSties 
which preva,Is everywhere on British soil-a filing which we imve bècn 
lately surprised and pained to see questioned amon-r our neighbors Our
r;srh#11 continue *?r\nd t,,the ho^shUbSs
Slavery! ‘ aglng’ may result ln the utter extermination of the system of

The Auditors of the Union Treasurer’s 
accounts audited.

The Finance Committee reported ad interim. Report accented 
and adopted ; authorizing the payment of 75 per cent P0f traveHinz 
expenses of minister and one delegate. °

The session was closed with

The 
subject 
The Re 

The I 
Thee

2.30:
confirme 

The Î
It woul 

Nova See 
Colonial 1 
field, if, i 
Brunswie 
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Secretary 
by its Cot 
separation 
the publia 
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The C< 

the letter
Committc
Marling.
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another bi 

The Fi 
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After di

Account report the

prayer.

Saturday, June 15lb, 1861.
i ^te.r an hour spent in devotional exercises, conducted
S*5r ■ârtük'the ”6r J-c,i”-

The Secretary of the Union read a Narrative of the State of Reli- 
gmn m the Churches, and a Statistical Summary.

The Minutes of the last session were read and confirmed.
Presbyterian ^nod™cl7aj,”wi’„g p'^ nZc^d th^wcetinf

of £zss^ MK ’
viïlo ^Al rrafal^ar> thc Church at Osprey; the Church a/Belle- 
ville. Also, on recommendation of the Membership Committee

Jttts srsriïïsriSwaîr,he R*v- e- *
On recommendation of the Business Committee, 
1.H°,lhc Chu"h >" «"dltontomeet
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2.80 p.m. After devotional 
confirmed.

exercises, the Minutes were read and
rt the

The Missionary Committee presented the following Report •

N,“.-Si.tenJdl°N,sr£SL,lMf ît - “• **> *
Colonial Missionary Society of w .'. i. j more accurate estimate by the field, if, instead of £?£&^c°9t °f doin5 il «■ tl»t
ti,r.tnr^k 8h°hUld TTHU‘ 6 n'.i8si«>nary comiTtL .nd°» end New

ccpted
veiling

for

gregational Union of Nov. Scotia an$ New S^SSST* ^ °f the Con-

561. Report accepted and adopted
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the’ZTmdirg to ,d0',tim °f
M°Zg!“ ,,,poi°,ed 10 prep,re ,he d™ft. wM f. ir
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?ILe r" l *d0fttj.; .and tlcrebir 1 d«P“‘»ti=- to the Com-»•, . of j® .Çolomul Missionary Society and the Churches nf

After devotional exercises, adjourned.

Inited 
eting. 
Pearl, 
bllow- 
iown; 
; the 
lielle-
se,
Noble,

i them

ids at Sabbath, June 16th, 1861.
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J. Wood, A. Burpee and W. F. Clarke. 7 ’
Ai the evening service, the Rev. C. W. Torry, delegate from 

1.U JK'g ^V0b,rn": “Are ">• “nidation, of God

süî srJLis- cJz7 ,nd **A-wkkro"- “ ° •
At the close, the Union, by invitation of the Kingston Church, 

S,”%id*-g “ celebrati0” 0f ‘hc Urd’" 8-PP«r, the

To i
Rev. T 

To I
prim an

To G 
Rev. A 

To ( 
primary

To C 
primary

To G 
primary 

To P 
—Rev. '

Monday, June 17th, 1861.
To 0

He” aXKfi chair. ’"d d=Wi"'"1

e °" “ Emincnt Pie'J
The Minutes were read and confirmed.

aPpTobtSwe“J;r“i,,“rePOrted; Where"l,on ,heMk™«

Rev. R.
To Cc 

Rev. R.
To Co 

D.D., pr
The L 

Wilkes t 
Union oi 
mously c

It beii 
England, 
Autumns 
Wales, it

Resolved 
F. H. Marl

MISSIONARY DISTRICT COMMITTEES.
Western District :W Har n m n ReVMSl Wl SIarke’ W- F- CIarke> E. Ebbs, 

u . Hay, D. McCallum ; Messrs. W. Edgar, C. Whitlaw F F
Blackadder, E. Yeigh, J. Livingstone, and Rev. J. Wood, Secretary’

Middle District: —.Revds. A- Lillie, D.D., A. Wickson, LL.D.,
AT H' iAJaïin?; M- Reikie- J- Unsworth, W. H. Allworth • •

E' “ S,“i,h* J- ^ B,,.’

n/vte™ ÿ***--rRevds. K. M. Fenwick, R. K. Black J 
Clmne, W. Hayden, P. Shanks; Messrs. T. C. Field, B. B. Ross 
J. Roberson, AY. Massie, G. Hague, and Rev. A. Burpee, Secretary’

Lon r Canada District : Revds. H. Wilkes, D.D., G. Cornish; 
B.A., Messrs. C. Alexander, A. Savage, W. Moodie, W. R. Hib
bard, and. J. Baylis, Secretaiy. * 0
Dnffa*r”l TZr'hÜ)S %Cti0H °£ ditto -—Revds. D. Dunkcrley, A.
Duff, B. J. Sherrill; Messrs. S. A. Hurd, L. Tuck, P. Pomeroy,
S. L. Hungerford, and Rev. A. Macdonald, Secretary. J

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick District .—Revds. G. Ritchie,
B. Smith, J Howell, G. A. Rawson, G. Sterling; Messrs, 

g 11 tsborn» Burton> T- R- 0. Burpee, and Rev. R. Wilson,

Upon r 
roents wei 
11th, 186

Annual 
Baird, alti

SablaL 
primary ;

Sécrétai
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sidération, 
Revds. Th 
E. H. Pot
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ongrega-
Durrant, DELEGATES TO CORRESPONDING BODIES

priL^z! jAiw;xf«.”1™chlM‘t8 :-Re'-J-cliD,ie'

To General Conference of Maine 
Rôv. A. J. Parker, alternate.

prLyt'ÏS' A0SfX,tJem0°‘ A- 
P^r.MX,^'' YOrk:-lkr F' CUrk., 

prima^XiTS,: ^ A' »^e,

—Rev1ir>C8Mnri|IQ aDd .CoDSrcg«tional Convention of Wisconsin : 
-Rev^D. McCallum, primary ; Rev. C. P. Watson, alternate
Rev” I? a'ÏjÎTaX.”/ Mich'>--»=’'• »• KM”, primary;

Rev0RH^““fere“MOf'°h“^BW-W‘ «V- Pri“«-n
To Congregational Union of Nova Scotia. &c. :—Rev II Wilke* 

D.D, primary; Rev. K. M. Fen.ick, alternate. ’

mously chosen.
■ Fnlu^i"8 Undlr8to°d that the Rev- W- F- Clarke would be in 

a gland, upon his own personal business, about the time of the
utumnal Meeting of the Congregational Union of England and

IL Wilkes, D.D., and

ite from 
of God 

i LL D.,

• Rev. J. McKillican, primary ;
Church, 
per, the

861.

rctional

t Piety

llowing
Congregational 

The Rev. F. H. Marling was unani-

Ebbs,
F. F.

retary. 
jL.D., 
vorth ; 
1 Rev.

Wales, it
RnoJvrd-.That he be associate) with the Revds. 

r. It. Marling, aa delegates to that body.

was

APPOINTMENTS for next annual meeting.

ments dominations Committee, the following appoint-
11th, 1862. d f°rthe DeXt annuaI meetin8 at Hamilton, June

J- T- B^e’ Primary; Rev. R. 0.

Pr0fM"r G- C””k"- « A-

Secretary- Treasurer :—Rev. Edward Ebbs.

sideraOrm onK‘nal appointment,£2 ti! ^drawn, and the Allowing parti 
Revds. Ihomas Pullar, W. F. Clarke, J. Wood/
E. H. Potter and S. llodgskin.

ck, J. 
Ross, 
ctary. 
rniah, 
Hib-

Upon

1, A. 
icroy,

tchie,
essrs.
ilson,

upon re-con
ies chosen, viz. : 

Messrs. W. Edgar,

4
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Upon report of the Business Committee, it was
-Tbat the raising of the requisite funds for sending the denotation 

tofintam be referred to the Committee of the Union; the delqratos from
tor his elxiwnseenlfylng ***** ** JuW Dr WiIkea S°- his people would provide

i^l80: Th»Vhe Ch”*” »t Montreal and Toronto, whose pastors have 
been appointed on this deputation be respectfully and affectionately requested 
!? " ? ; severally to the absence of their pastor on this mission ; and that
pu[p!^ y "* "T*1**,klr

remove 
other I 
from tl

A oc 
when, 1

That l 
and proj 
this gooi

The1
compris

Messi 
report t 
be print

After

from the Colonial Missionary Society, and our reply thereto; Dr. Wilkes’ 
paper in relation to the Canadian Mission Work and its relations ■ and the 
UntontlVe °f th° Statt °f Religion iu the Churches, by the Secretary of the

be held on the Thurs-Also : That at our next annual assembly, a meeti 
day evening to receive the Secretary's Summary of Statistical Report and 
bodies'™ °f t le 8Ute °f Itcli8ion ! and t<> hear delegates from corresponding

Also: That the arrangements of the Secretary for daily addresses before

1

At 7 
Joseph ]

Rev. ] 
Scotia a 
Barker a

TheC
friends ; 

The M 
1‘rayei 

to Hamil

«nHCwwTd;rTh'‘* îhe Secre^ry he instructed to print the Statistical Report,

«1.10 “e”1”"

that the new scEeme is founded, no lew than the one formerly before,T£ 
ZL%7roCCir" denominetional ^ant». •gainst which we can never

SS1sml^Sî&^xe^jlS5M5E-,
A free conference was held on the Constitution of the Missionary 

Society, and the district divisions of the work ; after which it
these questions be laid on the table, to be taken up next

Edwai

was

B
T ïhe JoSepîî HooPer was heard on behalf of the Canada 
•Indian Missionary Society.

After prayer by Rev. H. D. Powis, adjourned.

At 2.30 p.m. resumed session : opened by devotional exercises. 
The Minutes were read and confirmed.
The Secretary was instructed to write to Revds. R. V. Hall, J. 

Fraser, E. Cleaveland, A.M.,and H. Lancashire, stating, that, having

>

f

■r*

;
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a
other bodies, and that fai 
from the roll of members.

sputation 
»t#H from 
1 provide

be dropped

iss**
After prayer adjourned till closing sendee at 7.

ors have
•vijuested 
and that 
ing their

huirpm-
uigazine, 
lie letter 
Wilkes’ 
and the 
y of the

e Thurs- 
ïort and 
'ponding

Md- Ifc«”«v.

%%******•
Marker and Rev. J. Wood.

s before 
hour of 

lar office of Nov» 
an address; also Rev, E.

i Trunk 
s of the

fc’ ,0rda 10 the K,“^to-

The Mmutes of the day’s session were then read and confirmed

(Signed),
Edward Ebbs, Secretary.

Report, 
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e us, on 
n never Joseph Elliott, Chairman.
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•ing the 
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nd.
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narrative of state of religion in churches.

“PATIENT CONTINUANCE IN WELL DOING,"
Which constitutes the chief material furnished in the reports is not

W;,;-,,,, s,mply M, to Li, .. ....

1 puy restored. Another, speaks with encouragement of ,r..jnin.r 
ground in the confidence of the community; but adds, “Our pro-Tcss is 

work ! Our band is small; but, Î believe devote Pffl„ 
be no doubt that God will give us a blessing." Another devoted pastor 
who has patiently toiled in the same field since his entrance upon the 
ministry, now more than eight years, and during the last two has with 
his beloved people, been grievously straitened by commercial reverses 
rei* ’"emova! of many valuable help!; yet fhW hoSS? JridThS 
Z?;1 Propos®18 to make known his necessities to the iionary 
X « rites thus : These temporal difficulties have affected injure

1 ft”' b0t!i.paft0r and PC0Ple- They should have led us to God • 
but they have rather kept us from Him. Still there arc ami have been
?orT£ th\ Wih° C yCac ,,nimy carncst souls constantly crying, ‘How Ion- 
Ve! J? *T 0f thtimLnot earnest, but beU^ JdhopS 

e are altogether more hopeful than we were : conjugation? 
improving and so is the attendance on weekly means^S vet 
pursuing ! may be token for our motto, if you pfcasc." ‘ 3

The pastor of another church says : “ The past hath been a cold season

keeps I,s secrets to see what this cold winter pun,ns ; and I get no help 
oui Him in that direction. Only He 8avs 4 preach thp Hrnr/t. ^r1 ."“wh.iZaktJLf!,,, „w"

' Wi,h ! I“d l"»"ncrs enough to ci,’,
' I , me- an<1 ask no questions! Christ has kept me within

îsrJiSzzSzsiXüP *—•*- & w
Our good brother’s last remark suggests numerous other references to 

IMPEDIMENTS.
The pastors of Eramosa and Innisfil have also suffered serious inter- 

ruptions from loss of health. The former, speaking of his three months’
™,CCL0n aCCT(lK sa-v1 hi8 people tried to keep up the servees. 

but broke down. “Where," he asks, “are our lay preach era ?" The 
same brother also mentions a small ehapa debt as a troublesome incubus ;

with us.

serious

Eviden
standing

f

e
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Wï
Amabel; laments the difficulty in the u,v r -A^marle and
•ny from the cxceaeireiy hard labor 4^'ïihKïïlg'Se S

J"Æ,ïn Se*^t:SS”k,J.vhc "TT -««««i»
much to the detriment of the cause U‘ bCVeraI dl'ita,lt places,

several individuals; and «othî ££XÏ Îk®fc“die". besidea 
than thirty-six dismissions granted besides fifieen I™ y,ears’ no lcss the additions during the saL Whik

0f »trTi «Zcffirft rh°f "“rSin lh= '«‘«"tl-n of the 
while nothing in îhe nïZ „S,* ° ^ T ““"“"f -embm;

feebler church report! having !" " J'°WeVcr' anoth^ and a much

increased, and is now at times larver ’ °Ur. “"gregation lias
ment here. At our lint church mil,.,. g.""” "t
«gSn T.^ «gjrgT?.y «■» !«n,r„i c«rc« „f KCUAa,

S£Z £S£?2s T„ r
1829, says: “There'hL beèn ïo occup,ed. his Present field since 
an<T are* working ïï:S“r?

S£ft;
sris s .T;
abroad and a protracted meetim? Th w months have a preacher from 
country places, tends to divide ^the s, "“n*,ber of^enom[nations in these 
ought to combine, and makes it dtffl n *; Weak^s thc band* » i,ich 
controversy.” ’ makeh “ dlfflcult to avoid entirely sectarian
of « «Ligr?l?.TT T™ P«tog notice. The pastor 

much seriousness for a while- under tl am°,ng l.h® y°unK manifested

beyond a douht a fresh ininetus fmm th' DT‘?g,n^t'cular,received

Ê SSÜSSSyïî ïiSSHEz zrM

Pv-1 , ,. spiritual prosperity.
-UnigTeVtire KfnT’K’»
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8t ^ta;,4tMLS0Uth' “A marked improvement has token 
place in the spiritual condition of the church during the last year \ 
prayer meeting was commenced in October, which was continued every

scnsions m former years) has had a year of perfect peace, much comfort 
and hearty cooperation. Four Sabbath services are conducted in the 
town and suburbs, at one of which the pastor is relieved by a la v preacher
a^Lnri,rn, e58,S V‘KL°U,i’ largcr atten<l»nccat week-nigntservieea, 

f e®c'ent Sabbfttb 8cbo°l; At Cold Spring» the venerable father 
ho for sixteen years has continued to minister in word and doctrine

ftnna^nH H “T .re;"arkably g™d i youthful hearers numerous, and 
apparently deeply interested. At a rural station, three miles from 
Era moon, devotional services have been held for a length of time in a 
private house, and were still kept up while the pastor was absent on a
nrovai T V»T 0\aceount °Lf his health. A most serious feeling 

thrCe W^° Wurc there brou8bt to Christ now stand prj 
posed to the Eramosa church. Others are still enquiring; while, alas 
some of whom hopes were cherished, have gone back to their former vain 
conversation. The pastor of the Scotland church speaks of the past 
year as gmng occasion for deep thankfulness, affording a sense of 
security and steadfastness. This brother has inspired his people with
llThn!18!1 lf hItS °Wn 8pl?k °f Nteadfastness and resolute perseverance, 
lie has labored among them nearly fourteen years; has a church
Ron chiefly from the worlds now numbering 98, with a congregation 
of 200, and a Sabbath School of 109, in a little village of but few inhabi- 
tmts. The church at Bur/ord, under the same pastor, is also in most
nirami fjue,P^eni°yH spiritual prosperity, as the followin
paragraph from its worthy pastor fully shows. “ Though we have n
substiiil'toktna ofT8 S Ch;°niC,e* thcrc havc bcen 8omc of thc most 
“ t®ke"a ®f thc Spirit s power in our midst, such as may well

S - «12 *M
iwïïï and praise m our hearts. The congregation has steadily 
increased, compelling the provision of additional accommodation. This

ttin s ” X 6 crccti0n of galleries, containing about 110
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church L enjoyüi l»rtohiSTp-m«y

perous condition. The weekly lecture has been very encouraging ^Thc 
lecture room has been quite full. There is an interesting prayer meeting 
of the young people on Sabbath morning, an hour before* thc public 
service ; and during the week the laborious and faithful pastor has three
EnS,ofg» /7 • I*** 8a>'S ,norcovcr: “The appointment by th

ni°n of a day for special prayer for the out-pouring of the Spirit
an occasion of much good. We set apart the whole week (Saturday 
Hnr. a aod 80 largely were the meetings attended, that these special 
services w ere continued for five or six weeks. The Master was with us,

c
was

excepted),
At Melt 

painted ar 
grounds h«

A
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Much

and several striking instances of answers to prayer were £nWn,i

entire, for U «erj-ltom i,7Æ3, ^7?” P>
tmetness, and comprehensiveness it is a beautiful model revity’ dls"

“ The leading points to be noted__
* a' I)tacc nnd unity in the church.
»o . ,ch enlarged congregation.
a 4 rl*,PP"en,tly dceP interest in the services of the sanctuary 
„ Î' att®ndanco at Prayer meetings. &r} 1

proton (M in TKn °Zf

prayer 
rred, of 
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8. Most encouraging liberality in giving ”
Montreal. “* ^ that this rcport is frw”' the pastor of Zion Church,

sexes separate

INTERESTING INSTANCES OF CONVERSION
Mon S^5»SSï!:r,t”‘ "“'«her, in.,-
has the special delight of sœinThS./h con^t'on and bible class,

». &aSS.Ttr= -<2
-on that the Zg Æn “ *"»"M "» «“> »„,ic.

sss? o7jsz s-* usl*:^ s&sfts z ssütas &^j£zrzr?& "Szror
and has actually bin bnm k • ,^d ,0ppo8,“on to the Gospel,
2nd Church, Toronto Sequent Jdmi« °U' i*" °Wen Sound anJ in the 
Sion; and the pwtor«fSlÜT? have occurred upon profes- 
quirers arc at present seeking hi hur^h 8taf*s that several anxious en- 
converting grace of the SWi L H v,nstructi°n and help. The
out upon thThearers hf our^n^? 7 b?“ m.ore generally poured 
previous years. ‘ ^ gat'°ns than m either of the two

The a new
eatly
hose
pros- 
Thc 

îting 
iblic 
hree 
r the 
was 
'daj' 
sciai A» u i. „ material IMPROVEMENTS.

pain JlT^h’ C' E ’ thou*h ^thout a pastor,
, and otherwise renewed. At Eramosa. 

grounds have been improved, and in the latte^’
church has been 
Georgetown, the 

case large sheds built
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At Guelph, galleries and at Paris a spacious and well-furnished lecture 
!» ha,:CzAT ad,le,d, .New <'h^hcs have been or are E eStJd 
and A b'*l! ’ Mimi,lla (Brock)- Molesworth, and Ospring (Erin) ■
?' ! *ach case the people in the several localities have cheerfully con-

tVt • ,f n<? fluite> the requisite amounts. Funds are also
»55E3£r Ch*'* ■* K"™' *' ~ <* -he M."t

shephe 
formed 
the uni 
which i 
ment, c 
Their o 
church.

The! 
Stanstei 

Rev. 
Hope cl 
hcncefoi 

Rev. 
pastoral 
three im

FINANCIAL EXPERIENCES.

oflf(tonhTbMrevoM tobhUthU0f **’ S°* *20’ $30’ 140 An increase

-V “*« sixz&tzrii things ”2nThChrTh’l T0r0nt°’ “com,nunic»tc to him thaf tcacl.eth 
in ail things Their funds are raised on the Divine plan of “ weeklv

U Thc Guc!I,h church has recently adopted it also The pastor
efficiency of th^Divi^118 f"<?n;incinf'y Proves thc wisdom and

<x,ng^rSi^r^*m:“,efo',<,wingb>- '

For local purposes............................
For denominational home work.. !!],
I or foreign missions....................... ’
I or sundry catholic religious objects

Our cl 
numbers 
confessei 
bination 
it is belit 
of one in 
interest 1 

On th< 
known t< 
importan 
from this 
does not 
assembly 
an intcrei 
Septembt 
76 young 
ducted, ai 
encouragi 
euggestioi 
pastors b< 
tunity ma 
in general 
in this ma

that

$3,444
946

1,674
1,824

V

$9,788
NEW GROUND.

hribee" madc in occupying new missionary fields At 
Blue Vale a church has been organized, resulting in great measw»*™» 
theardm^usevangelistic labors of Rev. R. Mctiregor of Éîstowel a! 
Meaford a church has been formed, and both these infant A
the present supplied by students from the college during their a;Y
preacWngTtehons^wher^601100 " th° ,.attor churclb are three regular 

1»» lately been commenced, but no dmrchï yetSi ' “"“10n

causes are for

DESTITUTE CHURCHES.

t!,& ESft&WS Z'ipS’HoXrfng th® Iast named P,ace* destitute of the preached word
One rej 

preachers, 
being thus 

Another 
found to b 
means of p 
of the brei 
private me 
consist of 
Christian <

MINISTERIAL CHANGES.

By an ûnevp£° proriden1 nVmmediate Pr°spect of obtaining one. 
y unexpected providence, they were ere long supplied with a

The Rev. W. 
himself: “

/
f .V
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lecture 
irected 
Erin) ; 
iy con- 
re also 
of the

the united churches of Barton and Glanford, to Markham and «touffue
Ill4h are l1lnitt‘<1 once more under one pastor. Speaking of this arramn»' 

ment, our brother remarks “StouflVUle needs now a i£i<L„t master" 
ihe.r out stations cannot be dropped without inflicting an injury on the 
church. But so it must be ! Pickering is dropped ^ '
sJnst(^dVfie1d.T' Pattih0n’ ,UlS become Mr McDonald’s colleag

uo in the
think 

my he 
of his 
rmous 
crease 
idness 
in the 
iclieth 
eekly 
iastor 
i and 
ring.” 
treal; 
t that

GENERAL SOCIAL INTERESTS*
number^'hS? t‘hd ^ ^ Ml 8harc’ in P^Portion to their

" £36 ïzr60

important reformation in most of the reports arisen in ..ii ,, i i -r*d«” nf nsji ‘2 tsistos.'a t six,in,é f fr
S&S^vs.'g; E

ductol „ much„ possible, ^SZSS,\ tJ£*2Z£Z S 

encouraging. These meetings have been quite enthusiastic x/tiT

kC^i?t5£3S5îMjacl*,,Wwi
AGENCIES AND MEASURES.

r«Port makes emphatic reference to the valuable services of lav

U S15S3 2Tft£ SSr ■*“ fi**-*

consist oftimr^nî^ial^wîh8 0nC• & m°ntit Thc exercises 
Christian ex^riencT conversation on Bible truth an,I

Edward Ebbs,

Secretary of C. U. of C.
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year, i 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR YEAR ENDING 6th MAY.

"r *7 1W Jun, Th.

service. P' " y °”Upy 182 pre*cllme »“»"», conducting «27 weekly

^SBSsSîBaSïSSS

0n?h^°^t^T^J8drh^"enhro,ln'«fP“to"-

SSSSSeir~=»sitoUl"""Schools connected with no denomination 6 *“7’ “* "’6*gcd ln
4Î rattiflSSUS T**s»ï -T t -0

of chapel sheds. Only 19 h.,c j7 uranc'm „„

o

K

^ CONTRIBUTIONS REPORTED.
^lulr<c^1C9 ^or Local Purposes..................

61 “ for Home Denominational.*.'.**".............
for Foreign Missions.........

L> “ for General Catholic Objecta .".",'.". " \ *

Total reported................

128,070
4,268
1,902
2,497

$36,737
COMPARATIVE VIEW.

mu™ 1-ZTi ™“il *ppe"* 18 —»year, and 74 th ™ê Thl iSk / ha^ «ported themselves last

sEgSsSSSE-™
by 2;ist5
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year, and 212 this year. The total additions are 23 more than in the

^;-?sarttaa c «
net increase of the previous report was 90 ; this year it is 150. 
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LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE COLONIAL 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Bloomfield Street, May 21, 1861.
To the Minister» and other» composing the Canadian Congregational Union and 

Miuionary Society, in their Annual Assembly.

Dear Brethren,—Before entering on the subject on which we are 
about to address you, we beg to offer you our sincere and fraternal greet
ing, and to assure you of the deep interest we feel in your personal and 
social welfare. It is our earnest prayer that in all your meetings, at this 

* your annual gathering, you may realize the presence of our divine Lord 
and Master, and be guided in every matter that may be brought under 
your notice to such decisions as will advance the prosperity of the 
Churches, and tend to the glory of God, whose servants you and we pro
fess to be. We cannot contemplate the history of Congregationalism in 
your Province without discovering much cause for devout thankfulness. 
It is in Canada that some of the earliest efforts of our Society were put 
forth ; and although there may be some things to lament, there are, we 
think, more to encourage, and, we will add, none that may not by faith 
and prayer be remedied if wrong, or be strengthened if weak. May your 
present assembly prove a season of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord, and, when you return to your respective spheres of labor, may it 
be under a holy impetus, promoting you to increased diligence in seeking 
to bring souls to the Saviour, and so to build up our Zion in every part oi 
your land.

We fear the letter wc addressed to you last year, on the renewal of the 
grants in aid of those stations assisted from the funds of our Society, has 
been somewhat mistaken. It was not our intention to refuse pecuniary aid 
to such Churches as were really progressing, though their advance was 
slower than either you or we could desire. But there were some that 
did not appear to us to be making any progress at all ; and wc imagined, 
where this was the case, it would be better to relinquish such stations, 
and strengthen others of greater promise. We were led to look back to 
the records of the Society, in order to ascertain the amount of grants in 
aid for several years, and the following is the result of such an examina
tion. In the year ending May, 1857, the gross amount of assistance was 
£1530 6s., less your Missionary collections £720 4s., the difference £810 
2s. being the amount contributed by British funds. The following year 
the total was £1618 6s. 8d., less your collections £820 8s. 8d, our 
portion therefore being £708 8s.
£1,802 19s. 5d., your collections being £802 12s. 6<L, leaving the increased 
amount from our resources to be £1090 6s. lid. And for the year 1860, 
the gross amount was £1898 5s., your collections being only £758 16s. 7., 
leaving the still larger sum supplied by us to be £1189 8s. 6d. This 
was no doubt occasioned partly by the adoption of some new stations, 
which at the commencement were of necessity somewhat expensive, as 
Ottawa for instance. Still it led to a careful examination of the stations, 
as given in your annual statistics, when we found some that had been re
ceiving grants for 15 and even 20 years, and it awakened a fear lest these 
grants were operating like an endowment, and preventing in some in
stances those advances towards self-sustentation which it is at once the 
duty and privilege of the Churches to make. A writer in yonr Canadian 
Independent, signing hmself “E,” whilst arguing the matter very tem
perately, says, “ The connection has hitherto proved highly satisfactory 

the Canadian Churches and Pastors." We are encouraged by such

The year 1859, the total reached
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a testimony, as it has ever been the study of the Committee that it 
should be so. And you may rest assured, dear brethren, that there will 
be no abatement in the affection we cherish for you, or the effort we put 
forth on you behalf. Your correspondent “ E” judiciously argues against 
returning to the former arrangement We have no wish that you should, 
as we are thoroughly convinced it would be productive of immense or 
even insuperable difficulties, hazarding the very existence of not a few 
of your Churches. Your correspondent most justly remarks, “ There is 
quite as much danger of the Colonial Missionary Society’s subsidy de
generating into an edowment incubus, in its influence on contributor», as 
upon recipients of aid.” This is the very thing we fear ; and if it be a 
fact that your stronger churches were better able to double their con
tributions than the weaker to make up the 20 per cent, that in every 
case might be deducted, and that your “ prosperous farmers could double 
and quadruple their contributions with advantage to themselves,” wo put 
it to you, dear brethern, whether there is not some ground to justify us 
in bringing this matter under your serious consideration. Receive once 

our assurance that it is not our wish to deprive any of our beloved 
missionary brethern of the slightest comfort they enjoy. We admire 
and thank God for the zeal and self-denial they practice; and we far rather 
add to the amount they receive, could we feel it right to do so, and the 
state of our funds w-ould allow it, than abstract a single dollar from any 
of the grants proposed. Whilst our proposition is to lessen the grants 
to Churches that have for so long a period been on our list, there is a 
proviso that “ special cause may be shown,” in any given case, why such 
a diminution should not be made. It may be therefore that such Churches 
as are situated in your Eastern Province, surrounded by Popish influences, 
and exposed thereby to difficulties not easily surmounted, may be except 
tional cases—especially as by removing the brethern from such stations 
the only light that shines there would be followed by total darkness. 
We ask you then, dear brethern, calmly, prayerfully to consider the 
whole question. It is one which regards the prosperity of the cause which 
is dear alike to you and to us. The glory of God, the extension of the 
kingdom of Christ, the salvation of souls, are involved in it In seeking 
these objects, objects which alone arc worth living for, we have hitherto 
worked harmoniously together. We have nothing else in view in the 
proposition before you. If you can devise a better method of procedure 
for the future, let us know, and it shall receive our maturcst consideration. 
AY e desire nothing but the good of the churches, the comfort of our 
brethren, and the promotion of the great object for which our much loved 
Society lives and labors.

YY e are aware of some of the difficulties with which you have to struggle, 
especially the noble stand you make for the purity of communion, which 
no doubt in some instances is a hindrance to your progress. But this is 
the grand feature of our ecclesiastical system, which must never be lost 
sight of. The addition of a few dollars to the income of a Church would 
lie a poor compensation for the admission to membership of those who 
give no evidence that they are truly converted to God. We admit that 
some allowance must be made on this ground. Then it is also said that 
the tendency in your population to migrate from east to west weakens 
your churches in the former. This we can easily suppose may be the 
case, and might in some measure account for the continued feebleness of 

of the Churches in that part of your country. But, as it appears 
to us, whilst this migration weakens the cause in the east, it might be 
expected to strengthen it in the west, which your statistics do not show 
that it does.
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But dear brethern, we forbear entering further on the subject, and 
would leave it in your hands, not doubting that you will give it that 
consideration which its great importance demands. It is our desire and 
prayer that the “ wisdom which is profitable to direct” may be vouch
safed to you ; and, by looking to the only source from which that wisdom 
can be derived, we cannot but express our hopeful confidence that both 
you and we will be guided aright, and that such an arrangement will be 
devis-id as will be satisfactory to all the parties concerned.

Allow us, in conclusion, again to assure you of our sincere Christian 
affection and our earnest prayers that a plentiful effusion of divine in
fluence may be poured upon Pastors and Churches throughout the land, 
that so the word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified. We 
subscribe ourselves, in the name and on behalf of the Committee.

Yours in the faith and fellowship of the gospel,
James Spicer, Treasurer.
Thomas James, Secretary.
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REPLY OF THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION TO THE COLONIAL 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

le
iy
ta

Kingston, C. W., June 15, 1861. 

7b the Committee of the Colonial Missionary Society.
a

•h
is

Dear Brethren,—The members of the Congregational Union of 
Canada, acting also for those of the Canadian Congregational Missionary 
Society, assembled for their annual meetings, have received with deep 
interest your communication to them of the 21st of May. Be assured 
that we most cordially reciprocate the fraternal sentiments it contains. 
We never think of your Society but with lively gratitute for its signal 
services, during the past quarter of a century, in the planting and water
ing of Congregational churches in Canada. We need no assurance that 
you have the prosperity of our cause thoroughly at heart. With all the 
candour inspired by these feelings, and by your oft-repeated declarations 
of confidence in ourselves, we now proceed to take up the important 
questions on which you have addressed us.

We are very glad to find that your present communication relieves us 
of much of the uneasy sensation produced by some expressions in your 
letters of the 4th September and 6th December last, to our Missionary 
Committee. You are already aware that brethren here were startled at 
the peremptory tone in which it was announced that the Sliding Scale 
“ must be adopted for the future and this while we occupied, as 
distinctly agreed, not an auxiliary, but a co-ordinate position in respect 
to you.
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regard to the sliding scale itself we cannot too emphatically 
state that the opinion of those who are on the field is unanimously and 
most decidedly adverse to it It has been weighed in the balances and 
found wanting. Its very name is suggestive of the most dismal recollec
tions. It would extend this letter to too great a length, were we to enter 
minutely into the reasons of this universal conviction. But amongst us 
it is so strong, that if you still feel it incumbent upon you to insist upon 
it in relation to your contribution to the Canadian work, we shall have 
to consider the question of a dissolution of our existing missionary 
partnership, and a reversion to the former separate mode of operation. 
This alternative you deprecate—we should do so with tenfold urgency.
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It is due to you also to state that the announcement of such a policy 
lias, to an alarming extent, unsettled the minds of several of our most 
valued and successful missionaries, whose cases would come under the 
operation of the new rule. Nothing could more clearly demonstrate to 
our minds the unsoundness of the principle, than the effect produced on 
such men, labouring in spheres spiritually hopeftd, but pecuniarily 
dependent.

The painful fueling prevailing among us has been heightened by the 
recollection of the hindrances to our Indian Mission work found in your 
Constitution. While, of course, we leave the provisions of that instru
ment entirely to the judgment of our English brethren, our own mission
ary constitution is framed on the principle that we can make no distinc
tions of race or colour in preaching the gospel to every creature within 
our field ; and it is felt that there is no valid reason arising out of our 
connection with you, why we should be under the necessity of forming 
separate organizations, involving so much additional labour and expense, 
for objects which beforehand we pursued under

^ win, W« are sure, pardon the further suggestion, that we feel our 
combined operations embarrassed by the facts, that the circumstances of 
the colony are so utterly different from those of the mother country, and 
that you are unavoidably so entirely deprived of the advantage of local 
and personal acquaintance with the cases of application. Reverse the 
positions, and imagine English Home Missionaries placed under a Cana
dian Board, and you will realize our case exactly. This difficulty we 
know is felt, as it has been often expressed, by yourselves.

In dwelling upon the danger that missionary grants, long continued, 
may degenerate into virtual endowments, we think you cannot have given 
due weight to the precautions we take against any such result, viz., the 
requirements of annual application, the fresh examination of each 
before a grant is renewed, the frequent reduction of the aid given, the 
urgency with which each church is plied by letter and in person with 
regard to self-support, and the cutting off of such as are deemed too weak 
to live. We arc satisfied that if you could once witness in person the 
administration of the missionary grants by our Committee, any impres
sions as to slackness in this matter would be effectually dispelled. Such 
is the influence of the continual pressure exercised upon our missionary 
pastors, that they regard dependence on our aid as a heavy burden and 
gr.cvous to be borne, and hail the cessation of it as an emancipation from 
the house of bondage. Some of them urge their people to call themselves 
“ self-sustaining" too soon, supplementing the deficiency by new personal 
labours or privations. It is the earnest desire of us all, pastors and 
churches, individually and as a denomination, to be as speedly as pos
sible independent of all aid from Britain.

To us, however, it is abundantly evident—and we are certain that 
were you on the ground you would see it as clearly—that there will be 
churches in Canada, which Christ would have preserved, unable to come 
up to the point of independence in the five or ten years you propose to 
assign as the term of assistance. And although you would allow of 
exceptional cases, we have no doubt that the right course is to leave the 
question unfettered by any exact rule, each case being dealt with on its 
own merits, in the spirit we have just described.

I)o not let tlic fact of recently increased demands from this quarter 
lead you into a condemnation of plans that, on the w'hole, have wrought 
so well. You seem to have overlooked the increased number of labourers 
in these more costly years. Examining the figures you quote by this test, 
the following results appear : In 1857, 33 missionaries were aided, at the
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formerly, whdc, as you know your outlay is far less. Let the higher 
drafts you refer to, then, be credited to the rigorous expansion of the 
work, not to a faulty method of administration. On the other hand, our 
T. , , . , th“ y®" wi11 be considerably less than those of 1800.
three churches hare declared themselves independent of further aid, and 
several others apply for diminished grants.

Since you refer "officially to the opinions of “E.published in the 
lanaduin Independent, allow us to remind you that these were the 
news of an individual, whose correctness was disputed by another cor
respondent of the Magazine, “ K. M. F.,” in the following number. In 
estimating the ability and disposition of our friends, in respect to sub- 

. scnption, regard must be had to the habits of the surrounding com
munity. Our statistics show an ascertained contribution of 4'2 6s. 
sterling per member. Does not this 
liberality ?
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id In regard to losses by emigration from the East not increasing the 

Western churches, we may explain, that by “the West" wo mean an 
area of many thousands of square miles, including all the Western States 
ot the American Inion. Our migrating members are lost to us in this 
wide expanse.
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A word as to the comparisons that have frequently been drawn between 
the progress of our churches and those of the sister colonies in Austra- 

jn(1®Pcndently of the mineral resources of those territories, the 
indubitable fact is however accounted for, that a much larger proportion 
of emigrants of the middle class—in which, we need not tell you, the 
strength of our denomination is found—has proceeded thither than in 
our direction. Those colonics arc younger than ours. Congregational- 
lsm (here a late arrival) took early and deep root in them ; it lias been 
strengthened by continual additions from the mother country ; and if it 
be stronger than with us, the difference is thus to be explained. Wc 
rejoice without a particle of envy, in the proverity of our brethren at 
the antipodes. Hut let not their more favoured condition be an argument
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Having thus noticed the chief points of your letter referring to the 
future'6 n°W advCrt t0 it8 rc<IUC8t for suggestions in relation to the

Some propose that you should annually grant a sum of money—the 
amount to be fixed by yourselves—for the work in British North America 
caving the several appropriations to he made by our Missionary Com

mittee, without further reference to you.
Others, again, would prefer a continuance of our present system. 

Imping that, the power of initiating all grants being exercised o. our part 
with all possible fidelity, and that of revision on yours in your wonted 
fraternal and suggestive style, we may be able to carry or the work with 
mutual satisfaction.

A modification has been suggested of this characf- r: that appropria
tions be made definitely by our Committee, at the beginning of each 
year, and reported in detail to you—your comm< nts thereon coming 
under the consideration of the Committee for the follow ino year. By 
this course, the uncertainty in which missionary brethren arc kept for 
three meutos of every year, till your opinion on the schedule arrives, 
would be prevented. From this plan, however, new stations could be 
exempted, as agreed with you at the beginning.
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We do not here indicate a decisive preference for either of these plans, , 

or enter upon a full discussion of them; because we are taking steps to 
adjust our future arrangements in “a more excellent way.” We have 
long felt that we have suffered comparatively in your regard, for the lack 
of personal bonds of connection with our brethren in Britain. We are, 
mostly, unknown to you by face. Our ministry is largely of Canadian 
origin and education, while nearly every pastor in the other colonies is 
from the fatherland. They not seldom visit you again. You know them 
better—it would not be wonderful if you loved them more. Now, in 
order to remove this disability of ours, as far as may be, and come to a 
full understanding on all matters of mutual concern, we propose shortly 
to send to you the Secretary-Treasurer of our Missions, beloved and 
honored equally by you and by us, together with one of our younger 
brethren, a former student of our own College, the Rev. F. H. Marling, 
who, face to face, can, better than by pen and ink, let you know our 
affairs and how we do. We know how heartily you will welcome these 
our messengers, and we earnestly hope and pray that in free conference 
every difficult question may be so adjusted that we may work toge 
for many happy years in promoting Christ’s cause in British N 
America.

Signed in the name and on behalf of the Congregational Union of 
Canada.
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LETTER FROM CONG. UNION OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Adelaide, South Australia, January 22, 1861.

To the Congrega tional Union of Canada.
Beloved Brethren,—Your fraternal epistle, dated April, 1860, came 

duly to hand in August last, and gave great joy to the brethren forming 
the ( ongregational body in this Province, when read in the Executive 
Committee, and at the public meeting of the Union. I am sorry to say 
that the reports to which you refer have never reached this place ; which 
failure, however, will not discourage us from sending to you various 
documents connected with South Australian affairs.

Allow me to give you some information on points in which you appear 
to be interested, but seeking further knowledge. Victoria, the sister 
colony, has a Congregational Union and Home Mission in one organiza
tion, but very recently called into existence, and of which, I think, the 
Rev. W. B. Landells, of Collingwood, is the Secretary. Tasmania has 
a similar organization, and the Rev. J. Nisbet, of Newtown, holds the 
office of Secretary. Western Australia has no organization. I am 
ignorant of the state of things in New South Wales, and the youngest 
of Britain’s offspring in Australasia. Queensland is as yet too young, I 
presume, not being a year old, to have formed such an union. We have 
in this colony a Congregational Union and a Home Missionary Society ; 
the former fraternal, conferential, and embodying the sense of the 
churches for extra-colonial action ; the latter chiefly to raise funds for 
grants to weak churches throughout the colony, and to bring into efficient 
action lay service for the neighborhood of the capital. Each society has 
a district official staff. The following are our most recent statistics :— 
Population 120,000. Congregational ministers 28, of whom four are
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unattached. Places of worship 49 ; being chapels 28, rooms, halls, &c., 
where worship is regularly maintained, 21. Sittings 6,873. Attendance 
4,265. Membership 858. Sunday scholars 1,865, taught by 249 
teachers. Many of our places are very small and feeble, and necessarily 
so, for the people are few and sparse. We perceive, brethren, by your 
letter, that you labor under some false impression as to our state, for 

predicate certain great things of 
our Great Master, because of our golden treasures. We are quite inno
cent of gold in this colony, except in a coined or manufactured state ; 
unless indeed we could give the name of a gold-field to a small patch of 
auriferous soil employing a score or two of people. Our adopted land 
is one to which the description of the Jewish legislator will apply with 
singular correctness, “ For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good 
land, a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pome
granates, a land of oil, olives and honey, a land wherein thou shalt eat 
bread without scarceness, and thou shalt not lack anything in it, a land 
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig copper." 
We live under as free a constitution probably as exists in the world, and 
in which all state aid to religion has been abolished long ago, mainly 
under the able leadership of the Rev. T. Q. Stow, who still labors in 
word and deed in our midst

Education is aided by a Parliamentary grant of £16,000 for the current 
year, which is distributed to schools on certain conditions, such as, that 
there be so many scholars in attendance ; that there be no other govern
ment school within a certain distance ; that the school be favourably 
reported of by a government inspector as to teachers qualifications, 
school-house, Ac. ; that the Bible, cither authorized or Douay, be read 
daily, but not used as a school-book ; that children whose parents object 
may be absent during such reading, Ac. Ac. Hitherto the system has 
worked with some degree of efficiency, notwithstanding some theoretic 
inconsistencies, but on the arrival of a new Roman Catholic Bishop a 
pastoral was issued by him denouncing the system, and declaring that 
nothing less than the handing over a fair proportion of the grant (about 
£2000) into his hands Lr exclusively Catholic use would satisfy him. We 
have, however, such confidence that the state-aid question is thoroughly 
settled here, that we do not fear his success in the slightest degree.

We have no regular agency for training ministers in this colony, 
esteemed friend, Mr. Stow, once gave instruction to three young men, 
who are now laboring usefully in the rural districts, and we contemplate 
the renewal of elementary instruction to pious young men to occupy 
country posts. Our dependence has been hitherto, with the exception 
above named, on England, and by the agency of the Rtv. J. L. Poore, 
thirteen ministers have been introduced into the colony during the last 
three and a half years, of whom nine remain with us.

As to the state of religion among us, we have, as probably the people 
of God always have had, to mourn over a low state of piety and to cry 
before God “ My leanness, my leanness, wo unto me. We have, as 
probably have all colonial churches, to mourn over colonial laxity. But 
still we should be ungrateful to God were we not to acknowledge a 
measure of his favor to the churches of our land in the general attention 
to reb'gious worship, respect for religious character, and support for 
religious ordinances—truths sufficiently attested by the maintenance of 
one hundred and thirty-nine ministers of religion (besides a considerable 
body of lay preachers) among 120,000 people.

AVc have had delight and profit in uniting with the Christian world 
in the “ week of prayer," and have had gatherings in the city of a most
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gratifying character during the week from January 6th to 13th, in which. 
cmwSr ., mg hC SCTmty °f the heat’ our West chapels were nightly

Vhnst-that sinners may be converted, and in short that our Divine

to pole shall unite with angels above in rendering “Blessing, and honor10 hü“ *5 Sth'-h -P0» lb- Ibton»: 

May these blessings be both to you, brethren, and to us. 
meeting 081116 °f ^ Lnion' by 1116 authority of the last half-yearly
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I beg to subscribe myself,
Your’s in the Lord,

F. W. Cox,
Hon. Sec. Con. Un. S. A.
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LIST OF MINISTERS ASSOCIATED, WITH TIIEIR POST OFFICE
ADDRESS.

Ij
îe
y Adams, L. P., Fitch Bay, C. E. 

Allworth, W. H„ Markham, C. W. 
Armour, John, Kelvin, C. W.
Baird, Robert G., Sarnia, C. W. 
Baker, Thomas, Newmarket, C. W. 
Barker, Enoch.
Black, Robert K„ Lanark, C. W. 
Bucher, G. B., Granby, C. E.
Burgess, William.
Burpee, Archibald, Cobourg, C. W, 
Byrne, J. T., Whitby, C. W.
Campbell, John, Athol, C. W.
Clarke, William, Dresden, C. W. 
Clarke, W. F„ Guelph, C. W.
Climie, John, Belleville, C. W. 
Cornish, G., (B. A.) Montreal, C. E. 
Denny, Hiram, Trafalgar, C. W.
Duff, Archibald, Cowansville C. E. 
Dunkerly, D., Durham, C. E.
Durrant, John, Stratford, C. W.
Ebbs, Edward, Paris, C. W.
Elliot, Joseph, Ottawa City, C. W. 
Fenwick, K. M., Kingston, C. W.
Hay, Robert, Woodbridge, C. W.
Hay, William, Scotland, C. W. 
Hayden, William, Coldsprings, C. W. 
Hooper, Joseph, Owen Sound, C. W. 
King, S., Ryckman’s Corners, C. W. |

Kribbs, L., Albemarle, C. W.
Lillie, Adam, (D.D.) Toronto, C. W. 
Marling F. II., Toronto, C. W, 
McCallum, D„ Warwick, C. W. 
McDonald, A., Stanstcod South, C. E. 
McGregor, Dougald, Manilla, C. W, 
McGregor, Robert, Listowell, C. W. 
McKillican, John, Martintown, C. W. 
McKinnon, Neil, Kincardine, C. W. 
McLean, John, Erin, C. W.
Parker, A. J., Danville, C. E.
Pearl, Cyril, Waterville, C. E.
Powis, Ilenry D„ Quebec, C. E. 
Pullar, Thomas, Hamilton, C. W. 
Raymond, Ari, Bell Ewart, C. W. 
Reikie, T. M., Bowman ville, C. W, 
•Robertson, James, Sherbrooke, C. E. 
Robinson, Robert, Dresden, C. W. 
Shanks, P„ Lanark Village 
Sherrill, E. J., Eaton, C. E.
Sim, Alex., (A.M.) 8t. Andrew’s C. E. 
Unsworth, J,, Georgetown, C. W. 
Watson, Charles P., London, C. W. 
Wheeler, Joseph, Albion, C. W, 
Wickson, A.,(LL.D.)
Wilkes, IL, (D.D.) Montreal, C. E. 
Wilson, H., St. Catharines, C. W. 
Wood, John, Brantford, C. W.
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Toronto, C. W.

* Since deceased.

LIST OF ASSOCIATED CHURCHES.

Abbotsford, C. E. 
Albion, C. W.
Barton A Glanford, C.W. 
Belleville, C. W. 
Bothwell, C. W. 
Brantford, C. W.
Brock, C. W.
Brockville, C. W. 
Broome, C. E. 
Bowmanville, C. W. 
Burfard, C. W.
Caledon, C. W.
Caledon South, C. W. 
Cobourg, C. W.
Cold Springs, C. W. 
Danville, C. E.
Durham, C. E.
Eaton, C. E.
Eden Mills, C. W. 
Eramosa, C. W.
Erin, C. W.
Garafraxa, C. W. 
Georgetown, C. W.

Granby, C. E.
Guelph, C. W. 
Hamilton, C. W. 
Ilawkesbury, C. W. 
Hillsburg, C. W.
Indian Lands, C, W. 
Inverness, C. E. 
Innisfil, C. W.
Kelvin, C. W. 
Kingston, C. W. 
Lanark, 1st Ch. C. W. 
Lanark Village, C. W. 
Listowell, C. W.
Little Warwick, C. E. 
London, C. W. 
Markham, C. W. 
Melbourne, C. E. 
Martintown, C. W. 
Montreal, 1st Ch., C. E. 
Montreal, 2d Ch., C. E. 
Newcastle, 0. W. 
Newmarket, C. W.
Oro, C. W.

I Osprey, C. W.
Ottawa, C. W.
Owen Sound, C. W. 
Paris, C. W. 
Philipsburgh, C. E.
Port Sarnia, C. W. 
Quebec, C. E. 
Russeltown, C. E. 
Scotland, C. W. 
Sherbrooke, C. E, 
Springford, C. WT. 
Southwold, C. W.
Stan stead South, C. E. 
Stratford, C. W. 
Stouffvilîe, C. W.
St. Andrews, C. E. 
Thistletown, C. W. 
Toronto, 2nd Ch., C. W. 
Trafalgar, C. W. 
Turnburr, C. W. 
Vaughan, C. W. 
Warwick, C. W.
Whitt y, C. W.
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