
IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-S)

1.0

I.I

\21 121

iiiUi 2.2u m,^ Ebb
lU

i£ 12.0mi
<

IL25 III 1.4 1.6

ff/2

WJ>

^7).

M

PhotDgraphic

Sciences
Corooration

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, N.Y. 14580

(716) 872-4503



l/.x

CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical Micrureproductions / Institut Canadian de microreproductions historiques

^^^

•\



Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The institute has attempted to obtain the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,

which may alter any of the images in the

reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

D

D

D
D
D

D

D

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

r~~| Covers damaged/
Couverture endommag6e

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurde et/ou pellicul6e

I I

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

CcSoured maps/
Cartes gdographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

Reli6 avec d'autres documents

TiQht binding may cause shadows or distortion

along interior margin/
Lareliure serr6e peut causer de I'ombrr ou de la

distortion le long de la riarge intdrieurv*

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from filming/

II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajout^es
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,

mais, iorsque cela dtait possible, ces pages n'ont

pas 6t6 fiimies.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires suppldmentaires:

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilCeur exemplaire
qu'il lui a iti possible de se procurer. Les details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-Atre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la methods normale de filmage
sont indiqute ci-dessous.

I I

Coloured pages/

D

Pages de couleur

n Pages damaged/
Pages enJommag^es

I I

Pages restored and/or laminated/

The c<

to the

Pages restaurdes et/ou peilicul^es

Pages discoloured, stained or foxei

Pages d^coiories, tachet^es ou piqudes

Pages detached/
Pages d^tachdes

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of prir

Qualiti inigaie de I'impression

Includes supplementary materii

Comprend du materiel suppldmentaire

Only edition available/

Seule 6dition disponible

r~y] Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

I I

Pages detached/

rri Showthrough/

I I

Quality of print varies/

I I

Includes supplementary material/

I I

Only edition available/

PsQB* wholly or partially ouscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been reflimed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,

etc., ont 6t6 film6es d nouveau de faqon d

obtenir la meilleure image possible.

The in

possib

of the
fiimini

Origia
beginr

the las

sion, <

other

first pi

sion,

or illui

The les

shall c

TINUE
which!

Maps,
differe

entirely

beginn
right ai

require

methc-

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est film6 au taux de r6ducJon indiqu6 ci-dessous

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X

/
12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



aire

I details

|ues du
t modifier

iger une
9 filmage

The copy filmed here has been reproduced thanks
to the generosity of:

Library of the Public

Archives of Canada

The images appearing here are the best quality

possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in keeping with the
filming contract specifications.

L'exemplaire filmA fut reproduit grice A la

gAntrositi de:

La bibliothdque des Archives
pubiiques du Canada

Les images suivantes ont AtA reproduites avec le

plus grand soin. compte tenu de la condition et

de la nettet6 de l'exemplaire filmA. et en
conformity avec les conditions du contrat de
filmage.

/

j6es

Original copies in printed paper covers are filmed
beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-
sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other original copies are filmed beginning on the
first page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustrated impression.

Les exemplaires originaux dont la couverture en
papier est imprimte sont filmAs en commenpant
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la

dernlAre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration, soit par le second
plat, salon le cas. Tous les autres exemplairos
originaux sont film6s en commen^ant p^r la

premiere page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration et en terminant par
la derniire page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

The lest recorded frame on each microfiche
shall contain the symbol —»- (meaning "CON-
TINUED"), or the symbol V (meaning "END"),
whichever apilies.

Un des symboles suivants apparaitra sur la

dernlAre image de cheque microfiche, selon le

cas: le symbols —»> signifie "A SUIVRE ", le

symbols V signifie "FIN".

ire

IVIaps, plates, charts, etc., may be filmed at

different reduction retios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are filmed

beginning in the upper left hand corner, left to

right and top to bottom, as many frames as

required. The following diagrams illustrate the

methcJ:

Les cartes, planches, tableaux, etc.. peuvent Atre

filmte A des taux de rMuction diffdrents.

Lorsque le document est trop grand pour dtre

reproduit en un seul clich6. 11 est filmA d partir

de I'angle supArieur geuche, de gauche A droite.

et de haut en bas, en prenent le nombre
d'images nAcessaire. Les diagrammes suivants

illustrent la mithode.

»y errata

ed to

nt

ne pelure,

i9on d

1 2 3

32X

1 2 3

4 5 6



L

Two



fiammmwiammmi

.%.

i

L E T T E R

Addrbssbd to

Two GREAT MEK

£ ?rice One Shilling,

}

^

^4^"f' :^,^ |ti-'



i^/f^



fc v^

LETTER
Addressed to

Two GREAT MEN,
O N T H E

Prospect of PEACE;

And on the Terms nccefTary to be infifted

upon in the NEGOTIATION.

.-^0

a

1^

J^Ud qutdem fententld, pact, quof nihil hahttura (it injidia"

rum, femper eft confulendum, De OHic. Lib. i

.

There is a Tide in the Affairs of Men,
Which taken at the Flood, leads on to Fortune ;

Omitted, all the Voyage of their Life

Is bound in Shallows and in Miferies.

On fuch a full Sea are we now a-float.

And we muft take the Current when it ferves.

Or lofe our Ventures* Shakes?.

L O t^ -D O N:

Printed for A. Millar, in the Strand.

Sold by A.KiNCAiD & J.Bell, Edinburgh,
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LETTER
Add resse d to

Two GREAT MEN.

il^LoRD, and Sir,

YOU will be furprifed at an Addrefs made to

you jointly in this Manner ; but as I have

not the Honour to be much acquainted with

cither of you, (tiiough I efteeni you both, at leaft

while you remain connefted), I hope you will for-

give mc for troubling you in this public Way ;

and the rather, as 1 think the Matters I fhall write

upon, to be of very great Importar.ce; and as you

will difcover by what I am going to luggeft to you,

that I am a true Friend to Old England, and a fin-

cere Lover of my Country.

I have long thought that our Minijiers of State

may be much aflifbed, in their Deliberations, by

Perfons who have not the honour of fitting at the

Council-board. The wifell meafures have often

B been

i:-
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been pointed out, in the coiirfe of parliamentary

Debate; and Members of either houfe, perhaps

thole leall confulted by Government, have fre-

c|uently been earlied in luggefting fuch Plans of

public Policy, as Government itfelf has been glad

to adopt. The Extin(5lioii of fadious Oppofition,

the Un.mimity of every Party, and the Acquief-

cence of every Connexion, in whatever Scheme is

propoied by his Majeily's Servants, while it hath

produced infinite Advantages to the Public, hath

deprived thofe vvho dired the Cabinet, of all fuch

parliamentary Inftruction, as their Predeceffors in

Power ufed to receive. You, rny Lord, of late,

fcarcely hear any Speech in the Houfe of Lords,

but that of a Lawyer on a Scotch Appeal ; and the

hereditary Council of the Nation rarely alTemble

for higher Purpofes than to alter Settlements and de-

liberate on Bills of Divorce. And you. Sir, in the

other Houfe, where fo many fkilful Champions
uled formerly to engage, and ftruggle for Victory,

remain fingle in the Field of Battle ; and your

Speaker takes the Chair only to vote Millions and
levy Thoufands, without the leaft Debate or Oppo-
fition.

The Channel of parliamentary Inftrudlion being

thus flopc, no other but that of the Prefs is left o-

pen, for thofe Heads of Advice to which it may
be worth your while to attend. For this Reafon
it is, that I have thought of addrcfTing you in this

Manner. Who I am, it matters not. Let it fuf-

lice, that, unpcnfioned and unemployed, I can vie,

in Zeal for the Public, with thole who tafle the

Sweets of exorbitant Salaries, and unfathomed Per-
quifites. Whether my Knowledge be equal to my
Zeal ; whether my Acquaintance with the World,
and Experience in Bufinefs, have enabled me to

offer any Thing that may be of real Utility, muft

be
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be dctermirjcd by you, and by the Public. Tiiis

I am certain of, that my Intention is honcll •, and
while I pleafe myfelt, I fhal! endeavour, at the liinie

time, not to ofcnd cither of you. SonK- Produc-

tions, in which you have, of late, been jointly ta-

ken Notice ot, proacded from a fatiious Dilpoii-

tion, which 1 am unacquainted with, and clcct'1^.

For, far from wiftiing to difunite and Jcparate your

Interefts, I am fully perfuaded, that without your

perfect Harmony and Union, the great Events

which have happened under your Adminiftration,

will not have thole perinanent good Confcquenccs lo

much to be wiflied for : And it is only from your
joint Concurrence, that we can hope for any of thole

prudent, fpirited, and national Meafures, concern-

ing which I propofe tr» oiler you a few Hints in this

Addrefs.

Confidering the prcfent diflreflird Condition of

France, fallen from its alarming Power and Grcat-

nefs, into the lowcft State of Diltrefs and Im])o-

tence ; unfortunate in its military operations in eve-

ry Quarter of the Globe 5 beaten all Europe over by
Sea and Land ; its Fleets failing, only to be de-

ftroyed •, its Armies m.arching, only to run away •,

without Trade ; no Credit -, flopping Payments,

protefting Bills, and to all Intents and Purpofes a

^bankrupt nation; their King, the Princes of the

Blood, the Nobility, and the Clergy, carrying in

all their Plate to be coined, for the prefent extreme

Exigency of their Affairs ; difappointed and baf^ed

in all their Schemes on the Continent, and taught to

think no more of Invafions, by the Deftrudion of

the only Fleet they had left: — I fay, confidering all

thefe Circumltances, which I have not exaggerated

in the leaft, it is not unnatural to imagine, that

a Period will foon be put to the Troubles of £?<-

rope, France^ unable to carry on the war, mull

B 2 loon
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loon be reduced to the Necefllty of lliing for

peace.

We have had Bloodflied enough. God forgive

thofc who have occafioned this terrible Deftruftion

of the human Species, and fpread Mifery and De-

valuation, for fo long a Time, in almoft every Cor-

ner of the Globe. The great Succefs with which

the Arms of Britain have been bleffed, puts it in our

Power to give Peace to Europe: And it is to the Ho-
nour of his Majefty, and thofe who dired his Coun-

cils, that the Diftrcfles of our Enemies have only

enabled him to give the World a Proof of his Mo-
deration J and to fhew that his Inclination to make
Peace, keeps Pace with the Inability oi' France to

prolong the "War.
" As his Majefty entered into this War, not from

*« Views of Ambition, fo he does not wifh to con-
** tinue it from Motives of Refentment. The De-
" fire of his Majefty 's Heart is, to fee a Stop put
" to the EfTufion of Chriftian Blood."

What was declared, in the above Paragraph of

his Majefty's Speech from the Throne, to our own
Parliament, at the Opening of this Seflion, has fince

that, been notified in Form to our Enemy. The
Rcadinefs of England and PruJJia to enter into a

Treaty, and to give Peace to Chriftendom, which

Prince Lewis of Wolfenhuttle hath been authorifed

to communicate to the French Minifter at the Hague^

will, no doubt, open the Door for a Negotiation,

in a Manner the rioft likely to be embraced by the

Court o'i Verfailles -^ whofe Difgraces and Diftrefles,

too great to be dilTembled, and too extenfive to be

remedied, will difpofe them to liften with Atten-

tion to every Propofal of Accommodation, made
to them by an Enemy whofe Sword was unfheath-

ed only to punifh Perfidy ; and whofe SuccefTes,

as appears from their making the firft Advances

towards
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towards a Treaty, have not infatuated them to pre-

fer unneceflary and ruinous Conquefts, to a realbn-

able and folid Peace.

It is, therefore, to be hoped, and to be believed,

that Peace is not at a great Diftance-, and upon

this Suppofition I (hall beg Leave to offer a few

Confiderations to you^ as to the Perfons on whom
the Fate of this Country depends; Confiderations

which are equally important as they are feafonable ;

and an Attention to which, before you enter upon

any Negotiation, may, perhaps, aiTifl: you (if I

may be allowed to fuppofe you lland in Need of any

Affiftancc) in dire6ting this Negotiation to fuch an

IfTue, as may be equally honourable to yourfelves,

and ufeful to the Public.

In this Situation of Affairs, one of the firft Mat-
ters relative to the future Negotiation, which, n(»

doubt, muft occur to you, will be, the Choice o!

thofe Perfons who are to be truited with the

great Concerns of this Nation as Plenipotentiaries.

And, as much will depend upon this Point, I

fhall beg Leave to begin with giving you my
Thoughts upon it, and the other Topics on which

I propole to trouble you, will naturally arife from
each other, without obferving any other Order^ or

Connexion, befides that in which they fhall prefent

thcmfelves to a Mind intent upon its Subjcdl:.

With regard, then, to the Choice of Plenipoten^

tiaries^ I cannot but lament the Difficulties you
have to encounter, before you will be able to find

fuch as the Public will have Reafon to thank you
for.-— I am not totally unknowing in the Charac-

ters and Capacities of many among the great. But
when I caft my Eyes around me, I own that I am
furprifed, greatly lurprifed, but (till more grieved,

to find fo few among us, capable of conducing the

arduous Tafk of making a Peace. Whether this

hath

I
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hath arifen from Negledt in the Education of our

Men of Quality; or whether the Qualifications

which fit them for Statefmen have been negledled,

in Comparifon of fuch as fit them for Arthur'*^ or

Newmarket', or whether it be owing to the State-

policy, fo fyftematically adopted, of late Years, of

giving Places, not to the Perfons who can beft exe-

cute the Bufinefs— but to thofe who can beft do a

Job. Whatever be the Caufc, the Fad is certain ;

and it is Matter of Amazement that there fhould be

fo few in this Ifland, who have given any Proofs that

they are capaMe of conducing with Ability, much
lefs with Dexterity, this important Bufinefs of a Ne-
gotiation with France, Men who are verfed in Trea-

ties, knowing the Interefls, Pretenfions, and Con-
ncflions of the feveral Princes of Europe •, (killed in

the Principles of public Law, and capable of ap-

plying them on every particular Occafion ; ac-

quainted with tht Commerce, the Colonies, the

Manufadures of their own Country ; Matters of

all the Inftances of Infradlion of former Treaties,

which occafioned the War we are now engaged in

:

In a Word, Men whof? Rank and Confequence

amongft ourfelves, may command Refpedt, and
procure them Authority, among.', our Enemies;

and who to every other Qualification, already

enumerated, can boaft of an Integrity not to be cor-

rupted, and a Steadinefs in fupporting the Inter-

efts of their Country, which no Difficulties can dif-

cciiiage, and no Temptations can Ihake:-

Such are the Men, whom you muft endeavour to

employ, in the approaching Negotiation, and fuch,

I hope, ye will be able to find ; though, I own,
I am puzzled to guefs on whom the Choice will

fall, none being, as yet, pointed out by the pu-

blic Voice, nor, perhaps, fixed upon, by yourfelves.

Times have been, when we might have expcded
to

i^
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to fee One named to fuch an important Office, mere-

ly becaufe he was a Favourite, or a Favourite's Fa-

vourite *, becaufe he was ronnedled with this Mini-

fter, or was a relation oi that great Man. But if

we have too frequently trifled with our national

Concerns, by trufting them in fuch Hands, I need

not fay that there are Circumftances at prefent

which give us reafonable Ground for hoping that

the fame Sagacity, and Defire to ferve the Public

which hath found out, and employed the propereft

Perfons to condud the Operations of the War, will

be exerted to find out the propereft Perfons (few as

there are to be found) to condurt the Deliberations

of the Treaty.

And very deplorable indeed muft be the Inabi-

lities of the Perfons we (hall employ, if their Nego-
tiations for Peace be conducted fo awkwardly as to

rob us of the Advantages we have gained by the

War. If we may judge from late Events, Frame
feems as little to abound with Wifdom in the Ca-

binet, as it doth with Courage and Condud in the

Field, And if the Negotiations at Ulrechs, in

which almoft all the Advantages of a War equally

fuccefsful with the prefent, were given up, be ur-

ged as an Inftance of the fuperior Dexterity of French

Politics, it ought to be remembered that this was

more owing to our own Divifions, than to their

Sagacity, and to the inabilities of our Plenipoten-

tiaries at Utrecht, though we had no great Reafon,

God knows, to brag of them. What, therefore, may
we not expe(ft from a Negotiation to be begun in

very different Circumftances; when there exifts no
Faction whofe Intereft it may be to perplex and de-

feat it ; and when that national Unanimity to which

we, in a great Mcafure, owe the Succefs of the

War, will ftill continue to exert its bleffed Effe6ls,

till it make us happy with a fafe and honourable

Peace ?

HI

i

,
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Peace ?— However, favourable as thefc Circum'.

llances are, the Choice of fuch Plenipotentia-

ries as may be likely to condu6t the Negotiation,

with Dignity, Dc:xterity, and Integrity, becomes a

Confideration which the Public will cxpeft fliould

be weighed with the utmoft Attention. And, if

fuch Perfons cannot be found amongft us, (which I

hope may not be the CafeJ there is a very defireable

Alternative ftill in your Power. Fix the Scene of

Negotiation, where, indeed, for the Honour of

our Country, I could wifb to fee it fixed ; name no
other Plenipotentiaries to condudl the Peace but thofe

Minifters who diredled the War : And a Treaty of

London, in fuch Hands, will make ample Amends
ior our wretched Management at Utrecht,

But let Peace be never fo well made; let Mi-
nifters plan Treaties with the grcatefl Sagacity, and
Plenipotentiaries negotiate the Articles with the ut-

moft Skill and Dexterity, yet we know from Hifto-

ry and Obfcrvation, that they never can be perpetual,

and, moft commonly, are not lafting. Princes, too

frequently, feem to own no other Rule of A6tion,

than prefent Convenience ; and the Law of Nations

is fcldom appealed to, but to fandlify Injuftice, and
fave Appearances. Nor are the pofitive Compadls
folemnly agreed upon between Nation and Nation,

better obferved. For how feldom do we fee a

Treaty religioufly adhered to, by the Parties whofe

Intereft it is to break it, and who think they are in

fuch Circumftances as to be able to break it with

Impunity?— If fuch Infidelity be too common a-

mongft Princes in general. Experience, long Ex-
perience teaches us, that the Nation with whom we
are foon to treat, excel 1 us, at Icaft, in this Part of

Policy. For no Cords are ftrong enough to bind

them.

Gallic

i
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Gallic Faith is l^ccome proverbial, and the Neigh-
boL^rs of France can reproach her with innumerable

Inftances of a moft profligate Difregard to the moil:

foicmn Treaties. And the Reafon feems to be ob-

vious, without fuppofing that Nation more perfi-

dious than others. The Power, the Populoulhefs,

the Extent, the Strength of the French Monarchy,
free them from thofe apprehenfions which bind the

weaker Side to be faithful to its Engagements-,
and depending upon the Inability of their Neigh-
bours, con fidered fingly, to procure to themfelves

Juftice, this, too frequently, has tempted them to

the moft fhameful and barefaced Inftances of na-

tional Breach of Faith.

It well becomes us, therefore, at this Juncture,

when the DiftrelTes of France will oblige them to

confent to Ternis of Peace, unflivourable to the In-

terelt, and difgraceful to the Glory of their Mo-
narch, to take every Method in our Power to fe-

cure the Obfervance of thofe Conceflions they may
make •, and to infift upon their giving us fuch

Proofs of their Sincerity, before any Negotiation

be entered upon, as may give us fome AlTurance

that they mean to be more faithful to their fijture

Engagements.

What Proof of their Sincerity, I would recom-

mend it to you to demand, what Conceflions it will

be neceflfary to infift upon, I fliall beg Leave to

mention •, after having firft fatisfied you by a De-
tail of fome Particulars, that fuch Demands as I

would propofe cannot be looked upon as the Info-

lence of a Conqueror, but as the wife Forefight of

a People whom dear-bought Experience hath taught

the proper Way ofdoing itfelf Juftice.

It may not, therefore, be unncccffary to place

before your Eyes, fome of the moft' remarkable In-

ilanccs of French Perfidy, which have given Rife

C to
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to all the Troubles of Europe for above thefe hurir

dred Years.

The Peace of WeftphaltA , while it fecured the

Liberties and Religion of Germany^ alfo laid the

Foundation of that Power which hath made France^

ever fincc, the Terror of Europe. By this Treaty 3,

the Upper and the Lower Alface, a Country of

great Extent, and of infinite Confequence in Point

of Situation, was ceded to Frame, In this country

there were Ten Imperial Cities^ whofe Privileges

and Liberties were in the mofl foleniii Manner fe-

cured by the fame Treaty, which exprefsly fliys,

^ that they Jhall preferve their Freedom^ and that the

King of Fra.nce /hall not ajj'ume over them^ any 'Thing

more than the bare Right of Protection. How was

this Article obferved ? The ten Imperial Cities

were foon humbled to receive the French Yoke, e-

qually with the reft of Alface^ and remain, now,

lafting Monuments what others may expedl from
Power unreftrained by Juftice.

The Treaty -f of the Pyrenees flill enlarged the

Boundaries of Frajjce, efpeciallyon the Side of Flan-

ders \ and the Spaniards thought themfelves fafe

from farther Lofies, by the Marriape of their In-

fanta to Louis the XIV. who, upon wi.
' Occafion,

jointly with her, made a formal Renunciation of

P.11 her Rights, to fucceed to any Part of the Spanifh

PofTeffions. And yet, with unparallelled Infolence,

feven Years had fcarcely elapfed before Flanders was

again attacked, on Pretence ofthofc very Rights

which had been (o lately renounced, and which,

even though they had not been renounced, muft have

* 1648. » Article 73. & feqq. ^ Article 88.
Le Roi de France ne f 'arrogera fur les villes de la Prefe<flure,

c)ue Ic fimple Droit de ProteAion, qui appartenoit a la Mailbn
fd'Autfiche. f 1659.

appeal e4
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appeared chimerical, iink-fs a Sifter can have a

Right to fucceed in Fiefercnce to herBrotlier.

The Peace of Nimeguen | reftorcd the Tranquil-

lity of EuropCy which the Invafion of Holland by
the French hud difturbcd. But fcarcely was the

Peace figned before it was iliamefuijy violated* The
Decrees of the Chambers of Re-union, by which
hewis the XIV. feizcd fo many Territories, to

which he has not the Icalt Right-, the Surprifal of

Strajhurgh^ and the Blockade oi Luxtmburgh^ /hew-

ed fuch a Wantonnefs of Perfidy, as no Hiftory of

the moft barbarous and unpolifhed Savages could

well exceed •, and juftly drew upon the common
Oppreflbrj the joint Vengeance of otfended Eu
rope.

Who is ignorant of the Story of the Partition

Treaty ? Solemnly ratified and agreed to preferve

that Tranquillity which the Treaty of Rejwyck had

juft reftorcd to Europe^ it was no fooner made than

it was fhamefully abandoned by the Court of

Frances and for fuch Realons as will, upon every

Occafion, juftify every Injuftice. The Letter of

the Treaty, indeed, was violated, they muft own ;— but the Spirit of it was what ought to be attend-

ed to. And by fuch a Comment, worthier of a

pitiful Sophifter, than of a moft Chriftian Kir-g,

his Grandfon was allifted in placing himfclf on the

Throne of Spain.

The Politics of Lewis the XV. have been fiiith-

fiilly copied from thofe of his Great Grandfather*,

and the Behaviour ot France^ upon the Death of

Charles the VI. ir, a tr.fh Proof, of how little Ufe

are the moil Iblemn Treaties, with a Power that

knows no Ties but thofe of Intcreit.—The Treaty

of Vienna had, but two or three Years before *, an-

rJ

ti. s '

I ^^79'
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Dutchy of Lot'-nexcd to the Crown of France tl

rain-, a CeiTior. which was purchafed, and purchased

cheaply, by the Guarantee of the f Pragmatic

Sandhon. By this Stipulation, France was under

the mod folemn Engagements to fupport the Qiiecn

oi Hungary in the Pofleflion of all her Father's Do-
minions. But how was the Engagement fulfilled ?

Pofterity will fcarccly believe fuch bare-faced Per-

fidy was polfible, as our Times faw was actually a--

vowed upon that Occalion. Germany was, inftant-

ly, covered with the Armies of France, to aflift

the Elector of Bavaria, in an Attempt to overturn

the Pragmatic Sancton fo lately guaranteed by them,

and to dethrone that Princeis whom they were

bound by a Treaty, fworn to in the Name of the

Holy Trinity, to proted nnd defend from all her

Enemies.

i have brought down this Sketch of French Faith

to the prefent Times; imperfed indeed*, bur, as

far as it goes, flridlly conformable to Hiftorical

Truth. "— What Confidence, then, can France ex-

pedt any of its Neighbours will put in her, after

fo many and fuch flagrant Inftances of national Per-

jury, as Ihe appears to be guilty of? The Ca-

talogue of her Infidelities will (till be encrcafed v

and the little Reafon that our Ifland, in particular,

has to truft Her, will (till be more apparent, by
reminding you of fome of the many Proofs, which
Great Britain itfelf can appeal to, of French Inge-

nuity in Treaty-breaking.— I fliall go no higher

than the Peace of Utrecht, becaufe the Inltances in

which it hath been violated hy France, ha^ve produ-
ced the prefent War v and becaufe the Enumera-
tion of them will lead me, naturally, to thofe Hints
which I mean to throw out, as neceflliry to be at-

»i

ctes.

f Treaty of Vknna, Article lo.

tended
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tended to in our future Negotiations; and which,

ifnegledled, will lofe to this Nation all the Fruits

of thofe Succeflcs, to gain which, we have flrained

every Nerve, and loaded ourlclves with a Burden

under which it is a Miracle that we have not alrea-

dy funk.

The War which was clofed by the Peace o{ Utrecht

had been undertaken with Views confined, altoge-

ther, to the Continent of Europe, and carried on,

though at an imnienfe Expence, more to gain Con-
quefts for our Allies than for ourfelves. However,
in the 1 reaty of Peace, fome Advantages and Con-
ceflions were ftipulated in Favour of the Crown of

Great Britain^ and its commercial Interefts.

By the J2th Article •'^, All Nova Scotia or Acadia,

with its ancient Limits, and wit.b all its Dependen-

cies^ is c^ded to the Crown of Great Britain,

And by the 15th Article, The SuhjeSls of France,

Inhabitants of Canada, and elfewhere, fhall not diftiirb

or molefl, in any Manner whatever, the Five Indian

Nations which are fubjetl to Great Britain^ nor its

other American Allies,

Let us now fee how thefe Articles have been ob-

ferved. The French ieem to have had two Capital

Views in all their American Schemes, ever fmce

they have thought Trade and Commerce an Objcdt

worthy of their Attention. The firrt was to ex-

tend themftlves from Canada, Southwards, through

the Lak6s, along the Back of our Colonies •, by

which Means they might anfwcr a double Purpofe,

of cutting off our Communication with the Indian

Nations, and of opening a Communication for

themfelves, between the Rivers $t Lawrence and

Mijfifippi^ and thus to join, as it were, their Colo-

• Not having, in my Pofleffion, an Original Copy of the

Treaty of Utrecht, I have made LTe of LamUitt\ Tranllation,

nies

m
,i;,|

Ml
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T)k^ of Canada and howfiana. The other Part of
their Plan, equ?Ily important, and more immedi-
ately fatal to our Intercfts in "North America^ was
to gain a Communication with the Ocean ; the only

Accefs they now have to Canada^ through the Ri-

ver St Lawrence^ being fliut up half the Year.

Full of this favourite Projedl of American Em-
pire, foon after the Treaty of Utrecht^ they began

to enlarge their Boundaries on that Continent, in

dirccl Violation of the folemn Concefiions they had
fo lately made.

As long ago as 1720, they feized and fortified

the moft important Pafs in America^ at "Niagara ;

in that very Country of the Five Indian Nations^

from which the 15th Article of the Treaty of 17-

trecht had excluded them. The infinite Confe-

quence of Niagara made them lefs fcrupulous, no
Doubt, about Treaties. For by Means of this U-
ibrpation they, in a Manner, became MaRers of

the Lakes, and could, at Leifure, extend tliem-

fclves to the Ohio^ and carry their Chain of Fcrts

and Settlements down to the MiJJiftppi,

The Plan of Ulurpation on the Back of our Co-

lonies went on gradually and fuccefsfully from

Year to Year ; the Indians owned by the Peace of-

Utrecht to be our Subjedls, were debauched f^-om

our Intereft, and fpirited up to mafTacre, and fcalp

the Engli/h; and in 1731, the Infolencc of the

French grew to fuch an Height, that they ere6ted

their Fort at Crown-Point, in a Country indifpu-

tably ours ; whether confidered as in the Centre of

the Five Nations^ or as actually within the Limitf of

New-Tork. And whoever calls his Eye upon the

Situation ofthisForr, in the Map, will ''^e how
greatly the PofTeflion of it tacili fated the Comple-

tion of the great Objed of opening a Communica-
tion with the Ocean-, and how much it expofed

our

I
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©ur mofl: valuable Colonies to Indian Maffacres and
French Invafions.

If it Hiould be aflced. What was our Miniftry in

fff^/rtw^ employed about, during (uch mftances ot

French Perfidy ?—the Anfwer mult be, ("though 1 widi

I could draw a Veil over this Period), That our Af-

fairs were then conduced by a Minider who was

awake, indeed, to every Scheme of Corruption

;

eager to buy a Borough, or to bribe a Member

;

but flow to every Meaibre of national Importance

and Utility, His firft, his only Objeft, was, to

prefervc bimfelf in Power-, and as, in Prolecu-

tion of fuch interefted and mercenary Views, he had

adtually engaged this Nation in an Alliance with

France^ in Europey (to pull down the exorbitant

Power of our old and natural Allyj, it was no Won
der, that he heard unmoved, and fuffered with Im-
punity, the French Ufurpations in l^orth America.

Let us next trace the French Infidelity with Re*
gard to Nova Scotia or Acadia, Though that Pro-

vince had been yielded to us at Utrecht^ we had

taken very few Steps to fettle it efFedually, till

1 749, after the Peace of Aix-la-Chape/le. And then

the French Court gave us a Specimen of Chicane

worthy, indeed, of thofe whom no treaty ever

bound, in Oppofition to their Convenience. They
began to fpeak ou% and to tell us, nay to infifl up-

on it ferioufly in Memorials, that the Country ce-

ded to us under the Name of Nova Scotia^ com-
prehended only the Peninjula^ and did not extend

beyond the Ifthmus, Whereas the Charters of
King James I. to Sir William Alexander ; and
Sir William^ own Map as old as the Charter, de-

monftrate that the ancient Limits of the Country fo

named included a vail Tradl of Land, befides the

Peninftila^ reaching along the Coaft till "t joined

New England 'j and extending up the Couri^ry till it

] ij
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WAS bounded by the South Side of the River St

Laurence. 01 luch Extent of Country they had

formed a l^lan to * us-, hoping, no Doubt, to

iind the lame Supinjnefs in the ^r/V/yZ? Admin id rati-

on which had overlooked their former Encroach-

menis. "With this View they defired that Commif-
ihries might meet to fettle the Limits, promifing not

to ad in America, till thole CommifTaries fliould

agree, or the Conferences break up. But how
was this Promife obferved? While the Com-
millaries trifled away their Time at Paris, the U-
furpations went on in America; Incurfions were fre-

quently made into the Peninfula of Acadia, the Pof-

feirion of which they did not pretend to difpute with

us : Forts were built by them in feveral Places,

and particularly a moft important One to com-
mand the Ijthmus ; thus deciding by the Sword,

in Time of full Peace, that Controverfy which

they themfelves had agreed fhould be amicably ad-

julfed by their CommifTaries; and furnifhing a lad-

ing Warning to us, that a Treaty which leaves Points

of Confcquence to be determined by any after Con-
ferences, only ferves to light up another War.

While the French Ufurpations went on fo info-

lently in Nova Scotia -, the Plan was carrying on

with equal Perfidy on the Banks of the Ohio-, a

Country, the Inhabitants of which had been in Al-

liance with the Engiijh above an hundred Years

ago-, an Alliance frequently renewed; to which

alio we had a Claim as being a Conqueft of the

Five Nations, and from which, therefore, the French

were excluded by the 15th Article of the Treaty of

Utrecht above recited. But what avail Treaties when
Intereft comes in Competition ? The PofTeflion of

the Ohio was abfolutely neceifary, that the great Plan

of conneding Canada vvith Louifiana might fucceed

;

And,
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And, therefore, they began their Hoftilities again ft

us, in that Country, the very Year of the Peace
of AiX'la-Chapelle ; oppofed our Plan of a New Set-

tlement, (which had been thought of by us above
forty Years before), infulted our Traders, plun-

dered and made them Prilbntrs-, and in 1754
having defeated IVafhingtony and deftroyed our

Fort, they built their Fort Du ^ejne -, and
Troops were fent daily from France to lecure the

PofTclTion of this, and of their new and important

Ufurpations.

No Doubt the French Miniflers flattered them-
felves that England^ inattentive to the Interefts of

its Colonies for fo many Years before, and who,
fo lately, had fubmitted to a Difadvantageous

Peace, would not have the Spirit to oppofe Force
to Force, and do itfelf Juftice by other Weapons
than the Complaints of Lord Albemarle, and the

Memorials of Mr Mildmay, But the Hour of

Vengeance was, at laft, come; the Intf«cfts of the

Kingdom were attended to by thole in Power 5 the

infinite Importance of our American Colonies was
underflood, and a Refolution taken to have Re-
courfe to Arms. And thus England^ which, for

half a Century, had been engaged in every Body's

Quarrels but its own ; wafting its Millions, and
lavifhing its Blood, to obtain a Barrier in FlanderSy

which thofe for whom we conquered it could not

defend, or rather did not think it worth while to

keep •, began the prefent War, a War truly NA-
TIONAL.

If there be Merit in this fpirited Condudl, tell

your Enemies, My Lord, that you, and a near

Relation of yours, (whole Memory always will be

refpedfed) had then the chief Diredtion of public

Bufinefs. And you. Sir, will pardon me for pay^

ing this Compliment to thofe who began the War

A-

u

D Wi th
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With Spirits while I, at the fame Time, declare

it as my Opinion, that your coming into Power

after it was begun, has contributed to its being car-

ried on with a Succefs equally glorious and important

to the Nation.

But before I make the Application of the above

Dcdudion concerning * our American Complaints,

(which I (hall, by and by, make U(e ot, when

1 come to fpeak to the Terms which it will be ne-

ceffary to infifl: upon at the approaching Treaty) it

will be proper to mention another moft important

Inftance of French Perfidy in Europe.

Dunkirk^ by its Situation almort oppofite the Mouth
of the Thames, had done amazing Mifchief to the

Trade of England, during King H^illiamh and Queen
Anne^s Wars. The Demolition of Dunkirk, there-

fore, very naturally became a favourite Objeft of

the Nation ; the Parliament, in 1708, addreffed her

Majcfty to make no Peace without this Condition -f •,

and though after a War \o fuccefsful, much more
might have been obtained for England than really

For the Particulars of the French Encroachments in AmerU
eot which I have only given a Sketch of, fee the Memorials of

our Commi/Taries, Dr Mitchell's Contell in /America ; the Doc-
tor's and Mr Evans Maps, and many other Treatifes.

+ Alarch z. 1 708. The Lords having fent down an Addreff
to the Commons for their Concurrence, relating to certain Con-
ditions to be itififted upon, as the Jine qua non of a Treaty with
France, Mr Secretary Boyle reprefcnted, That the Briti/h Nation
having been at a vart Expence of Blood and Trcafure, for the

Profccution of this necefTary War, it was but juil they (hould
reap fome Benefit by the Peace : And the Town oi Dunkirk
being a Neft of Pyratcs, that infefted the Ocean, and did
infinite Mifchief to Trade, He, therefore, moved that the

demolifhing of its Fortifications and Harbours be infiAed up-
pn, in the enfuing Treaty of Peace, and inferted in the Ad-
drefs, which was unanimoufly approved of, and carried back
10 the Lords. See Chandtei% Debates of Parliament, Vol. viU

p. \zz,
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was, this Point was carefully infifted upon, and the

ninth Article of the Peace of Utrecht obtained.

By this Article, The French King engages to de-

moUjh all the Fortifications of the City <?/ Dunkirk -,

to ruin the Harbour ; to break the Dikes and Sluices.—
The Works towards the Sea to be dejlroyed in two
Months^ and thoje to the Land in three Months af-

ter •, all this to be done at his own Expence •, and the

Fortifications^ Harbour ^ Dikes ^ and Sluices^ never af-

ter to be rejlored. Could Words be devifed, in all

the Extent of Language, to ftipulate, in a ftronger

Manner, the elFedlual and ipcedy Demolition of

this Place ? And yet all Europe faw with Amaze-
ment, and England beheld with Indignation, the

Peace of Utrecht violated, with regard to this

important Condition, almoft as foon as it was
figned.

By the Article above recited, we fee that Dunkirk

was to be demolifhed within five Months after the

figning the Peace *, and yet, near an Year after, I

find Mr PFalpole, in our Houfe of Commons, in-

filling that the Peace had already been broken with

regard to Dunkirk •, Jince^ in/lead of ruining the Har-

bour, the French were then a^ually repairing the Slui-

ces^ and working on a new Canal *. And though the

pacific Inclinations of the Miniftry in 1713, when
Mr Walpole pufhed this Affair, over-ruled the Inqui-

ry, the Fa6ls on which it would have proceeded

were certain.

The fpirited Remonftrances of Lord Stair at

Paris^ on the AccefTion of George I, concerning

this Infraction of the Peace, were the laft Inftanccs

of Humiliation which Lewis XIV. faw himfelf

expofed to*, and, perhaps, he would have found

himfelf obliged to do us that Juftice, by Nccef-

* Chandler's Debates, Vol.8, p. 69.

D 2
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fity, which the Regent^ who foon after came into

Power, willingly agreed to from Views of private

hitereji. Though the Peace oWtrecht had obliged

the Span'flo Branch of the Bourbon Family to re-

nounce their Right ofSucceflion to the Crown of

France^ <he Duke of Orleans^ who, by this Regu-

lation, faw. only an Infant's Life between him and

the Throne, knew well, that though the Renuncia-

tion had been lokmnly fworn to, the Dodlrinc of its

Invalidity, of its being an AcV, void, ah initio, had

been publicly avowed. Torc)\ as appear? by his

* Correfpondence with Lord BoUnghroke^ very

frankly made no Scruple of telling the Englijh be-

fore-hand, that this Expedient, which had been de-

vifed to prevent the Union oi France and Spam un-

der one Monarch, would be of little Force, as be-

ing inconfiftent with the fundamental Laws of

France \ by this Declaration giving us a very re-

markable In (lance of the Weaknefs, or of the Wic-
kednefs of our then Minifters, who could build the

Peace of Europe on fo fandy a Foundation, and ac-

cept of Terms which "France itfelf was honcft enough

to own were not to be kept.

However, the Regent was refolved to fupport

his Claim to the Crown oi France^ in Exclunon

* See the Report of the fecret Committee, p. 13. The fol-

lowing Extract from a Letter of Monf. Torcy to Mr St John is

remarkable. " The Renunciation defired would be null and
" invalid by the fundamental Laws of France ; according to
** which Laws the moft near Prince to the Crown is, of Ne-
" cefiity, the Heir thereto.—This Law is looked upon, as the
" Work of him who hath eftablifhed all Monarchies, and we
*' are perfuaded in France that God only can abolifli it. No
** Renunciation, therefore, can dellroy it ; and if the King of
** Spain fliould renounce it for the Sake of Peace, and in Obe-
" dience to the King his Grandfather, they would deceive
^* themfelves that received it as a fufficicnt Expedient to pre-
** vent the Mifchief we propofc to avoid."

to
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to the Spanifh Branch ; and as the Support and

Afliftance of England was necelTary for this Pur-

pofe, it is not to be wondered at that he fhould

court the Friendfliip of a Nation from whom he

had fo much to expedt ; and, therefore, he was

wife enough to do us Jufiice, by carrying into Ex-
ecution, in lome Degree, the Article relating to

Dunkirk,

The perfonal Intereft of the Regent was die on-

ly Rcafon for this Compliance: But fucceeding

Adminiftrations in France not being influenced by

the fame private Views to adhere to Treaties fo-

lemnly ratified, Dunkirk began gradually to rile

from its Ruins ; its Port again received Ships

;

its Trade fiouriflied ; England faw itfelf deprived

of this favourite Advantage gained at Utrecht •,

and fuch was the Alcendency of French Councils

over thofe of this Ifland, at the Period I fpeak of,

that we were actually engaged in Alliances with

France^ while that Nation was thus openly inl'ult-

ing us, and iniiilting us, without Obftru6lion, in

fo efTential an Article. We all remember what

paffed in Parliament in 1733, relating to the Point

now before us. Such was the tame Acqui-

efcence of the BritiJJo Adminiltration, that Dunkirk,

by this Time, ftood upon our Cuftomhoufe-

books as a Port, frouj whence great Imports were

made •, and when an Inquiry concerning this was

propofed in the Houfe of Commons by a great

Parliament Man *, fince dead, the then Minifter

hung his Head, in the Houfe, for Shame. And
who could have believed it poirible, that the fame

Pcrfon, who had been fo ready to promote a par-

liamentary Inquiry into this Violation of the Peace

in 171 3, fhould obltrudt fuch an Inquiry, when he

1'
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himfelf was in Power, though the Reafons for it had

become much ftronger ? Who could fee Him,
without Indignation, fhut his Eyes to the Re-efla-

blifhment of Dunkirk^ and obflruft the propofed

Inquiry, by getting from Cardinal Fleury^ (who
then governed France^ and, I blufh to fay it, Eng-

land loo) a delufive, minifterial Letter, promifing

what he knew would not be performed ;— and ob-

tained, perhaps, only becaufe the Cardinal was af-

fured, that the Breach of the Promife would not

be refented ?

While England remained fo averfe to do itfelf

Juflice, no Wonder that France improved the

Opportunity. At the Time when that Minijler

was obliged to retire from Power, the Re-eftablifli-

ment of Dunkirk was completed. For, within a

few Months after *, we find a Memorial prefent-

ed by Lord Stair to the Dutch, complaining of

this Violation of the Peace of Utrecht, and urging

this as a Reafon for their joining us againft France,

And as it is for the Honour of the Adminiftra-

tion then entering into OfHce, that they began

with Meafures fo fpirited and national, it is equal-

ly remarkable, that the fame Perfon, who had

threatened Lewis XIV. in his own Palace, for his

Slownefs in demolilhing Dunkirk, lived to be again

employed by his Country at the Diftance of near

thirty Years, when the Reftoration of Dunkirk be-

came an Objed of national Refentment.

The two Nations had not, as yet, begun the

late War, when wc faw, in One Inftance, both a

Proof that Dunkirk was again a Port, and a Port

which may be made Ule of to endanger the Safe-

ty of Britain. At the Time I now fpeak of f, wc

* The Memorial is dated Ju/y I. 1742.

t In 1743-4.
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beheld the Harbour of Dunkirk crouded with

Tranfports to embark Count Saxe and the Preten^

der to invade us. And, if that Invafion had then

taken EflFedt, from that very Port which was to be

no Pori^ (happily the Winds were contrary to the

Fleet from Brefl), the infinite Mifchief which this

Nation may iuffcr from its Re-eftablifhment, would
have been fatally experienced.

Though we have no great Reafon to brag of the

Treaty made at the Conclufion of the laft War,
(which I am afliamed to call a Peace, as it fettled

nothing that was before in Doubt between the twq
Nations), the Peace of Utrecht concerning Dunkirk^

was, neverthelefs, in its moft elTential Part, re-

flored to its full Force. I fay, in its moft EJfen"

tic^l Part \ becaufe, though the 1 7th Article of the

Treaty of Atx-la-Chapelle left Dunkirk in the State

it then was, with regard to its Fortifications to the

Land ; the fame Article revived our Right, to the

Demolition of its Port, by ftipulating, ikat ancient

Treaties are to be obferved in regard to the Port^ and

the Works on the Sea-fide

Little or nothing was done between the Conclu-

Qon of the Peace, and the breaking out o^ the pre-

fent War, towards carrying into Execution this

frefh Promife. On the contrary, the enlarging of

the Fortifications of Dunkirk^ is mentioned in his

Majefty's Declaration of War, three Years ago,

as one of the frefli Heads of Injury offered to Eng-

land, And whoever reflects upon the Tranfadlions,

fmce that Period, will fee that Dunkirk is reftored

to its original Importance. Its Privateers have

done infinite Mifchief to our Trade; a Squadron of

his Majefty's Navy, in vain blocked up its Har-
bour lately, to prevent the failing of Thurot's

Fleet; and, it is well known, that the long

threatened Invafion of thefe Kingdoms, which

France^ in Defpair, certainly meditated, would

have
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have been attempted from this Place, if the De-
Itrudion of their Ships of War by Hawk, had not

taught them the Abfurdity of invading us in their

much celebrated flat-bottom Boats, which, we may
well fuppofe, will hardly be tried, when their

Fleets, really formidable, have been deftroyed in

the Attempt.

The above Enumeration o( French Infidelities, in

general, and in particular their Behaviour to England

with regard to Dunkirk^ and with regard to North-

America, fo naturally points out the Expediency,

and Necejjlty of the Hints I (ball now offer, that, in

propofing them, I may well hope not to have them
ridiculed as the Reveries of a chimerical St Pierre,

but rather attended to, as the fober Didates of

Prudence, and of a Zeal not altogether devoid of

Knowledge.

Firft, Then, my Lord, and Sir, before you enter

upon any New Treaty, or liften to any plaufible

Propofals whatever, infifl: that Jullice may be done

this Nation, with regard to former Treaties. Shew
France the ftrong, the folemn Engagement Ihe

entered into at Utrecht, to demolifh D««^/r^ ; put

her in Mind of the am.azing Perfidy with which

Ihe,- from Time to Time, eluded the Performance

of that Engagement ; and demand immediate Juflice

en that Article, as a preliminary Proof of her Sin-,

cerity in the enfuing Negotiation,

Be not deceived any longer in this Matter. The-
French will, no doubt, affure you, that the Demo-
lition of Dunkirk (hail be an Article in the New
Treaty. But let them know, you are not to be fo

impofed upon. They will, to be fure, when this

becomes a new Article, reckon it a new Concef-

fion on their Side, and expe6t fomething in return

for it,— perhaps Guadaloupe, or fome fuch Trifle,

as they will call it. But tell them, with the Firm-

nefs of wile Conquerors, that the Demolition of

Dunkirk
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Dunkirk is what you are intitled to by Treaties

made long ago, and violated ; and that it fhall not

be {o much as mentioned in the infuing Negotia-

tion, but complied with, before that Negotiation

fliall commence.
Or, admitting that no Concellion fhould be re-

quired by France in the New Treaty, in Confide-

ration of a New Article to demolifh Dunkirk, place

to them, in the ftrongeft Light, the unanfwerable

Rcafons we have againft putting any Confidence in

them, that fuch an Article would be better executed,

than that in the Treaty o^ Utrecht has been.

If they refufe doing us this immediate Juftice,

previous to the Peace -, aflc them, how they can ex-

pedl that we fliould have any Reliance on their Sin-

cerity to fulfil the New Engagements they may
enter into, when they afford us fo ftrong, fo gla-

ring an Inftance of Infidelity, in an Article of fuch

Confequence, made fo many Years ago ? Can you
have any Dealings with a Power, who, if he refufes

this, at the very Time he is treating, affords you
fuch manifeft Proof, that his Word is not to be re-

lied upon, and that you cannot truft to the Exeeu«

tion of any Promife ever fo folemnly made?
Perhaps France may think it "k Difgrace to them,

to comply with any Thing previous to the begin-

ning of a Negotiation. Tell them, that adting

honourably, and doing what Juftice requires, can

never be difgraceful. But if it be a Difgrace, tell

them, with the Spirit of honeft Men, that we owe
it them, for the greater Difgrace they put, not long

ago, upon us, by requiring us to fend two Peers

of this Realm to remain in France as Hojlages, till

we furrendered Louijl'ur^ ; an Indignity which I

cannot call to mind, without Pain ; and which, I

always thought was fubmitted to without Necef-

fity.

E It
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It is now our Turn to vindicate the Honour of

our Nation ; and as Dunkirk was put into our Pof-

feflion before the Treaty of Utrecht^ as a Pledge of

the French Sincerity, and to continue in our Poflef-

fion, till the Demolition fhould be completed \ let

fome fuch Expedient be now agreed upon -, with this

Difference only, that inftead o^ five Months after the

Peace^ the Time fixed, for the Demolition, at (/-

trecht^ let no Peace be figned, at prefent, till this

Right acquired to us by former Treaties, and of

which we have been lb perfidioufly robbed, be ac-

tually carried into full Execution.

However, if any infuperable Difficulties fliould

attend the doing ourfeJves Juftice, on this Head,

before the Peace ; if, for Inflance, which perhaps

may be the Cafe, it fhould be found, that it cannot

be complied with, unlefs we confent to a Cejfation

cf ArmSy during the Time of Negotiation ; rather

than give France that Opportunity of recovering

from its DiftrcfTcs, and of being protedted from the

Superiority of our Arms, before we have, finally,

obliged them to accept of our own Terms of Peace,

('which was one Caufc of the Ruin of our Negotia^

ation at Utrecht) I would wave infifting upon the

Demolition of Dunkirk^ before the Treaty, and think

it fufHcient to demand Hojiages from them, as a Se-

curity that it (hall be faithfully complied with, with-

in a limited Time after the Treaty fhall be conclu-

ded. The Pari/ians had two Englijh Milords to ttare

at, upon the lafl Peace ; and I do not fee why the

Curiofity of onr Londoners Ihould not be gratified,

in the fame Way ; and Two Dues iS Pairs of

France be fent as Hollages to England^ till Dunkirk
ceafe to be a Port.

I know well, that Political Opinions, concerning

the Importance of any particular Obj((5f, are as

frequently diclated by Whim and Falhion, as built
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on folid Reafon and Experience. Perhaps, fonic

may think, that this is the Cafe, with Regard to

the Ncceflicy of demoHfhing Dunkirk. But though
it may not at prclcnt be lo tavourite an Objed of

National Politics as it was in the Queen's Time,
this has rot been owing to any real Change of Cir-

cumfttlnces, but to another Caufe, to the American

Difputes between the two Nations, which have

been the great Objeft of the prefent War, and
fcarcely permitted us, hitherto, to refledf, in what
other Inltances, the Infidelities of France mufl be

checked at the enfuing Peace. But as this defi-

rable Event now approaches, we cannot forget, or

forgive the Behaviour of our Enemies with Regard
to Dunkirk •, and it will be equally necelTary for the

Honour and for the Intereft of this nation to make no
Peace, without obtaining full Satisfadlion on
this Head. It will be ncccfTary for the Honour of

the Nation to infifl upon this, if it were only, to

fhcw to Europe in general, and to France in parti-

cular— That we have too much Spirit not to refent

Injuries ; and too much Wifdom not to take Care,

when we have it happily in our Power, to prevent

them for the future.— But the Demolition of Dun-
kirk is alio necelfary, if we would take Care of

the Intereft of the Nation. Such hath been our

Succefs, in deftroying the Navy of France ; and fo

unable doth that Kingdom now appear, to carry on

its ambitious Proje6ts by Land, and to vie at the

fame Time, with England^ for Dominion on the

Sea ; that we may reafonably fuppofe, there is an

End of Brejt and Toulon Squadrons, to face our

Fleets; and a future War with England^ will leave

the French no other Way of diftrefling us by Sea,

than to lie in watch for our Merchant Ships, with

numberlefs Privateers. In fuch a piratical War,
Dunkirk^ if its Harbour be not now deftroyed,

E 2 will,

Ul

ir;l
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will, too late, be found to be of infinite Confe-

quence*, and we (hall fatally experience it again,

what it was in the Queen's Time, and in the Lan-

guage of her Parliament, a Neft of PyrateSy in-

fejiing the Oceariy and doing infinite Mijcbief to

Trade *.

For thefe Reafons, therefore, I am fo old-fajhion-

ed as to expcd that our Plenipotentiaries will have

this Point properly ftated to them in their Inftruc-

tions, and that De/enda ejl Carthago^ Demolijh Dun-
kirky will be a Preliminary Article in the enfuing

Negotiation.

The War having begun, principally, with a

View to do ourfelves Juftice in North Jmerica^ the

Regulation of Matters, on that Continent, ought

to be, and no Doubt, will be, the capital Article

relating to England, in the coming Treaty. It

will be neceflary, therefore, to give you my Senti-

ments on this Head \ and while I do K^ with all

becoming Diffidence, I Ihall, at the fame Time,
fupport what I may offer, with Reafons appearing

io ftrong to me, as may perhaps recomriend it to

your farther Confideration, though it Ihoukl fail of

producing Conviflion.

Nov it is with the greateft Pleafure I would
obferve, that with regard to North America^ wc
have nothing to afk, at the Peace, which we have

not already made ourfelves Maflers of, during the

War. We have been blelTed by Heaven, with a
Succefs, in that Part of the World, fcarcely to be

parallelled in Hiftory. The Raflinefs of Braddocky

the Inexperience of Shirley, the Inadlivity of Lou-
doun, and the Ill-fuccefs of Abercrombie, feem only

to have been fo many neceffary Means of producing

that Unanimity in our Colonies, that Spirit in our

f S«e above p. i S»

Troops,
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Troops, and that fteady Perfeverance in our Mini-
fters, as hath not only recovered from the Enemy
all his Ufurpations, but Louijburg is an Englijh

Harbour ; ^ebeCy the Capital ot Canada^ is al-

ready in our PolTcffion ; and the Reft of that

Country will fall of Courfe. It is a Profped ftill

more agreeable, that by deftroying the Naval
Force of France^ our Ntrth- American Conquefts

cannot be retaken ; and the Principle I would now
lay down, and which I would recommend it to you
to adopt, /J, not to give up any of them. And I

I fhall now endeavour to prove to you, that fuch a
Demand may be in fitted upon, without giving the

Enemy any Pretence for accufing us of Infolence to-

wards them ; and cannot be omitted without

giving the Nation juft Reafon to Complain, that

we have c6nfented to a treacherous and delujive

Peace.

It cannot, furely, ever enter the Imagination of a

Britijh Adminiftration, to make Peace, without,

at leaft, keeping in our Pofleffion, all thofe Places,

where the French had fettled themfelves, in Viola-

tion of former Treaties, and from which we have,

fortunately, driven them. Upon this Plan, then,

we (hall, at the Peace, be left in PoflTeflion not only

of the Peninfula of Jcadia, but of All Nova Scotia^

according to its old Limits; the Bay of /7«;^/, and
the River St John,— The important Conquefb of

Crown Pointj and Niagara, will not be relinquifh-

cd ; and Fort du ^efne, and the Country near the

Ohio, will remain Ours. They are already Ours •,

the French know they cannot get them back during

the War, and they do not exped that we Ihall give

them up at the Peace.

But though Care fhould be taken to keep all

thofe Places juft mentioned ; fomething more muft

be done» or our American Colonies will tell ycu, you

have
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have done Nothing, In a Word, you muft keep
Canada, otherwife you lay the Foundation of ano-

ther War,
The NecefTity of this may be placed in fo ftriking

a View, as to filence the French Plenipotentiaries,

and to convince all Europe^ of the Jujiice of our De-
mand.

Afk the French, what Security they can give

you, if we rellorc Canada to them, however re-

ftrained in its Boundaries, that they will not again

begin to extend them at our Expence? If the

Treaty of Utrecht could not keep them from En-
croachments, what Reafon can we have to fuppofe

the future Treaty will be better obferved ? If the

French are left at Montreal, aad the three Rtvers^

can we be certain they will not again crofs the

Champlain Lake, and attack Crown Point? If the

River St Lawrence be ftill theirs, what is to infure

us againft an Expedition to Niagara ? Can we flat-

ter ourfelvcs, that a People, who in full Peace,

ereiled thole two Fortrefles, in dire(St Violation of

their Faith plighted at Utrecht, will be reftrained,

by any future Treaty, from attempting, alfo in

full Peace, to recover them ? After having feen the

French csirry'iDg on a regular Plan of Ufurpation, in

North America, for thele Forty Years pad, fhall we
be fo weak as to believe that they will now lay it afide ?

No, depend upon it, if the French think it worth

their while to afk back that Part of North America,

which was their own, they mean to take a proper

Opportun ity, of Elbowing all our Colonies round about,

and of rcfuming the fame ambitious Views of Er>-

largement which the mofl facred Ties of former

Treaties could not reftrain.

The Truth of the Matter is, they were tired of

Canada, The Inclemency of the Climate, the

difficult Accefs to it *, and a Trade fcarcely defray-

ing

Kl
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ing the Expcnce of the Colony, wo'jld long tgo

have enduced them to abandon it, if the pUn of

extending its Boundaries, at the Expencc oi the

Engltfh^ and of opening its Communication with

Loui/tana and with the Ocean, had not made them
perfevere. • Canada itlelf is not wortn their a(k-

ing i and if they do dtfire to have it reftored to

them, it can only be with a view to repeat the fame

Injuries and Infidelities, to punifli which, we en-

gaged in the prcfent War. Unlefs, therefore, we
be refolved, with our eyes open, to expofe our-

felves to a Repetition of former Encroachments;

unlefs we would choofe to be obliged to keep great

Bodies of Troops, in America, in full peace, at an

immenfe Expence *, we can never confent to leave

the French any Footing in Canada. If we do
not exclude them, abfolutely and entirely from that

Country, we fliall fbon find we have done nothing.

Let the Treaty be drawn ever fo accurately ; let

the Boundaries between Canada and our Colonies,

be defcribed ever fo precilely, and regulated ever

fo much in our Favour; what has happened al-

ready, ought to teach us what we may cxpedt a-

gain; the future Treaty will be obferved no bet-

ter than the former have been ; Ufurpation and
Encroachment will gradually revive ; and thus fhall

we have thrown away all our SuccefTes ; fo many
Millions will have been expended to no Purpofe

;

and the Blood of fo many Thoufands of our brave

Countrymen fpilt, only to remind us, that though

we knew how to conquer, we knew not how to im-

prove, perhaps, the only Opportunity we fhall ever

have, of putting it out of the Power of France to

violate its Faith.

I take it for granted that, in the future Nego-
tiation, the Ifland of Cape Breton will follow the

pate of ^etec ;'* I Ihall only obferve with Regard
to

I

\\

i
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to it, that though the Harbour and Fortification

of Lowflmrg^ be of infinite fcrvicc to France •, it

can be of little or no Ufe to England^ if Canada

be left to us. It is of Confequcnce to France^ as

a Retreat to their Ships fifhing on the neighbour-

ing Banks of Newfoundland \ and as a Security to

the Entrance of the Gulph oi St Laurence. But the

PofTefllon of Newfoundland itfclt, makes Louijburg

of no Utility to the Engli/h^ in the former Rcfpe(5l \

and Halifax, where we have a good Harbour, an-

fwers very nearly the latter Purpofe. Upon this

View therefore, may we not hope and expedl, that

the NeccfTity of garrifoning Louijburg having end-

ed with the Conquell oO^iebecy its Fate will be de-

termined, without troubling the French Plenipoten-

tiaries ? Without waiting tor a Congrels, let Orders

be forthwith fent to demolilli it, fo as not to leave

one Stone upon another, of the Fortifications \ to

remove the Inhabitants to Nova Scotia, a better

Country ; and to leave the Idand, a bare and bar-

ren Rock ; the State it was in, before the peace of

Utrecht gave leave to France to fortify it. If the

Right given to the French by the 1 3th Article of

the fame Peace, to fifh in fome Parts of thofe Seas

fhould be continued, (and I could wilh to fee it

continued, as the Refufal of it would be rather un-

reafonablej, let Cape Breton unfortified, and ungar-

rifoned be left open to them ; and a few Men of

War kept at Halifax^ will effedlually prevent Lou-
ijhurg*^ being again made a Place of Strength.

If you adopt this Meafure, I fhould be inclined

to think, France will fee that you know your true

Interefts ; and that you are refolved fteadily to pur-

fue them. And If they fhould make any Remon-
ftrances againfl it, tell them they may follow our

Example and demolifh, if they pleafe, the Forti-

fications of Mahoni which we fee them pofTefs

with
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With as great Indifference as we remember the Cir-

cumft-ances of its Lofs, with Shame: Which, as

being of no Ulc to them, they will not dcfire to keep,

and which, having been kcpr, by us, at an Ex-
pence not counterbalanced by its Utility, we lliall

not be very langiiine about recovering. Or, rather

tell them, that in demoliihing Louijhur^^ before the

Peace, we only copy a iormcr Example given us

by thcmfclves, when their 1"roops were employed
in dirmantling the frontier Towns in Flanders, at

the very Time that their Plenipotentiaries at Aix-

la-Chapelle were conlcnting to give them up.

The Plan which I h^ive had ihe Honour offketch-

ing out to you, befide: being fo reafonable in itielf,

is pcrfcdly agreeable to that Moderation exprcffed

by his i!vlajefty, in his Speech, of not having entered

into the War with Vieias of Ambition, The Poflcl'-

fion of Canada, is no View of Ambition ; it is

the only Security the French can give us, for their

future Regard to Treaties. Wc have made other

Conquefls, of great Importance, our Management
of which will give us fufHcient Means of fhewing

our Moderation. And though I fliall not prefume

to give any Opinion about the future Difpofal of

them, I think, however, I may be allowed to hint,

that *' the PofTcfTion of Guadalupe** an additional

Sugar illand, when we have lb many of our own,

ought not to be infilled upon fo ftrenuoiifly as

to rriake it a neccfTary Condition of the Peace. And
though " Senegal and Goree** are of real Import-

ance in the Slave and Gum Trades, our own A-

frican Scttleinents have hitherto fuppiied as with

Slaves, f iflicient for our American Purpofes: And
the Trade for Gum is, perhaps, nor of Confc-

quence enough to make us Amends for the annual

Mortality, which we already laaient, of our brave

Countrymen, to guard our African Conquefls. The
V People

i
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People of England, therefore, wili not, I believe^

blame the giving them back, for a valuable Confi-

dcrarion,— provided Canada be left to us.

To confider this Affair in its proper Light, it

will be necelTary to reflect on the infinite Confe-

quence of North America to this Country. Our
Colonies there contain above a Million of Inhabi-

tants, who are moltly fupplied with the Manufac-

tures of Great Britain-, our Trade to them, by em-
ploying innumerable Ships, is one great Source of

our maritime Strength ; by fupporting our Sugar

Klands with their Provifions, and other NecefTa-

rics, they pour in upon us all the Riches of the

JVeft Indies ; we carry their Rice, and Tobacco,

and Fifh, to all the Markets of Europe 5 they pro-

duce Indigo, and Iron ; and the whole Navy of

England may be equipped, with the Products of

Enghjh America. And if, notwithftanding our

having lofl feveral Branches of Commerce we
formerly enjoyed in Europe and to the Levant, we
have flill more Commerce than ever *, a greater De-
mand for our Manufactures, and a vaft Incrcafe

of our fhipping; what can this be owing to, but

to the Trade to our own American Colonies ; a

Trade which the Succefles of this War will render,

every Day, more and more advantageous ? If this

MattLT, then, be confidered, in the above Light,

by thofe whom I now addrefs, they will make our

North American Conquefts the fine qua non of the

Peace, as being the or\ly method of guarding our

invaluable PofTeffions there, from Ufjrpations and
Encroachments; and they will look upon every

otl'.er Conqueft, we have made, or may make, in

otner Parts of the World, as Inftruments put into

our Hands by Providence, (to enable us to fettle

Affairs on the Co.itinent of Europe, as advainage-

oufly to our Allies, as our Gratitude could wifli,

and as their Fidelity doth deferve.

Here,
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Here, then, let me change the Scene, and ha-

ving fettled our Affairs in Canada fwould to God
they were fo fettled at the Peace

!) permit me to fi-

nifli my Plan of Negotiation, by giving my Senti-

ments on the Part we ought to adt, to obtain a pro-

per Settlement of Affairs in Germany,

If a great Number of Allies can make them-

felves formidable to a common Enemy, during

the Operations of the War, they are apt to ruin

every Advantage they may have gained, by quar-

relling amongft themfelves, when they begin their

Negotiations for Peace. Like an Oppqfition^ in

our Parliament, carried on againft an overgrown
Miniftef, all Sorts of Parties and Conne(itions, all

Sorts of difagreeing and contradiiftory Interefts,

join againft him, at firft, as a common Enemy

;

and tolerable Unanimity is preferved amongft them,

fo long as the Fate of this Parliamentary War con-

tinues in Sufpence. But when once they have dri-

ven him to the Wall, and think themfelves furc

of Vidlory ; the Jcaloufies and Sufpicions, which,

while the Conteft depended, had been ftifled, break

out ; every one who (hared in the Fatigue, expeds

to fhare in the Spoils j feparatc Interefts counter-

ad: each other; feparate Negotiations are fet on
Foot ; till at laft, by untimely and mercenary Divi-

fions, they lofe the Fruits of their Victory, and

the Objeft of the common Refcntment is able to

make Terms for himfelf*. This was exadtly

the Cafe, in the Conteft between Lewis XIV. and

the Princes of Europe united againft him, before

the Peace oi Utrecht ; and the unhappy Divifions of

the Allies (Divifions too likely to have fprung up,

* The true Hiftory of the Tranfaiftion here alluded to, may,
pofTibly, fome Time or other, appear ; though, as yet, we are

perfuadcd, the World knows very little of it.

F 2 even
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even though there had not been a Party in Englanr^^

who to gratify their private Rcfentments, blew up

the Coals of Diflcntion) gave the i'm/r^ the Means
of procuring more favourable Terms of Peace, than

they could well have hoped after fo unfuccefsful u

War.
I have mentioned this, with a View to obfervt,

that the Circumftances of the prefent War on the

Continent are very different; no fuch unfortunate

Difunion feems poffible to happen to us, though

it may happen amongfl: the Confederates who are

engaged on the fame Side with France, againll Ha-
nover and the King of Pruffid.

It may be colleded from more than one Hint
dropt in the Courfe of this Letter, that I am no

Friend to Continental Meafures in general -, efpeci-

ally luch continental Meafures as engaged us du-

ring the three laft Wars, as Principals •, when we
feemed eager to ruin ourfelves, in Support of that

jlujlrian Family whom we now find, with unparal-

lelled Ingratitude, and incredible Folly, in clofe

Alliance with France. But the Continental Mea-
fures now adopted by England were necejftry, both

with Regard to Our Honour and Our Intereft.

Hanover has been attacked by France, on a Qiiar-

rel entirely Englifh •, and though Care was taken,

by the Afl of Settlement, that England fhould not

be involved in Wars on ficcount of Hanover \ yet

Gratitude, Honour, the Reputation of our Coun-
try, every Motive of Generofity, bound us, not to

allow the innocent Eledorate to be ruined for Eng'

land^s American Qviarrel with France^ In Regard
to our Intcrefl", no Englifb Minifter, however in-

flexible in his Attachment to his native Country,

could have devif:;d the Means cf making the befl

Ufe of our American Conquefls, if the French couM
have treated with Hanover in their Hands. It was

with

I
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with a View to prevent this, to oppofe the French

in their Projedls in Germany^ the Succefs of which

would have been fo detrimental to England, that

we honejUyaitidi wifely have formed and have main*

tained the Army now commanded by Prince Ferdi-

nand', and have entered into an Alliance with the

King of Pruffia.

Bat though this was a Meafure of Prudence, it

was fcarcely pofTibie for the wifeft Statefmen to fore-

fee all thole great Confequences which it hath alrea-

dy produced. The Efforts which the French have

made in Germany^ and the Refiftancc they have

there met with by the Care of the Britijb Admini-
ftration, have contributed more than perhaps we
could expefl, to our Succefs in America^ and other

Parts of the World. Full of the Projed of conquer-

ing Hanover^ France faw herfclf obliged to engage

in exorbitant Expences -, Armies were to be paid,

and maintained in fFeJiphalia and on the Rhine ; vaft

Sums were to be advanced to the Court of Vienna

always as indigent as it is haughty \ the ravenous

Ruffians^ and the degenerate Swedes^ would not

move, unlefs allured by Subfidies; and the Mouth
of every hungry German Prince was to be ftopt,

with the Louis D*ors of France, Involved in Ex-
pences thus enormous, our Enemies have been

prevented from ftrengthening themfelves at Sea,

where England had mod Reafon to dread their be-

coming ftrong.

The infinite Advantages which this Nation hath

reaped from the German War, are indeed now fo

well underffood, that we have feen the greateft

Enemies of this Meafure acknowledge their Miflake.

They now confefs, that if we had not refiftcd

France^ in her Proje6ts of German Conquefts, her

beft Troops had not been deftroyed ; her own
Coafts would have been better procefted ; flie

would

i. '
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would have been able to pay more Attention to

her American Concerns; England might have
been threatened, fo ferioufly, with Invafions, as to

be afraid of parting with thole numerous Armies
which have conquered, at fuch a Diftance from
Home. In a Word, that univerfal Bankruptcy,

which hath crowned the Diftrefles of France^ and
gives England greater Reafon of Exultation, than

any Event of the War, might have been prevent-

ed. It is entirely owing to the German Part of the

War that France appears thus low in the political

Scale of Strength and Riches -, that Ihe is found to

be a finking Monarchy, nay a Monarchy already

funk. And, perhaps, it might be an Inquiry wor-
thy of another Moniejquieu, to affign the Caufes of
the Rije and Fall of the French Monarchy ; and to

point out thofe filent Principles of Decay which
have, in our Times, made fo rapid a Progrefs,

that France, in 1712, after upwards of twenty

Years almoft conftant War, maintained againft all

Ei^rope, was ftill more refpectable, and lefs exhault-

ed than it now appears to be, when the Jingle Arm
of Great Britain is lifted up againft her, and the

War has lafted no more than three or four Years,

If this then be the State of the War in Germany ;

if England be bound to take a Part in it, by every

Motive of Honour and Intcreft ; and if the infinite

Advantages it hath already produced, be ftated fair-

ly—the Inference I would draw, and which I believe

the whole Nation will alfo draw, is, that we fhould

continue to exert thofe Endeavours, which hitherto

have been fo effectual in defeating the Defigns of

France, to get PofTcfTion of Hanover,

His Majefty, as Elector of Hanover, has no

Views of Ambition : His Country has been attacked

only becaufe it belonged to the King of Great Britain :

and nothing more is required of us, but to be true

to ourfelves, by neglecting no Step that may pre-

vent
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vent Hanover from falling again into the Hands of

France, after having been fo miraculouily relcued

from the Contributions of the rapacious Richiieu,

and faved from the Military Defert of Belleijle.—

I

need not fay any Thing of the Glory acquired by that

Army, which notwithftanding its great Inferiority,

hath driven the French twice from the IVefer to the

Rhine, I fhall only obferve, that the next Cam-
paign (if another Campaign fhould preceed the

Peace) will, in all Probabilicy, lofe us none of the

Advantages we have gained, on that Side ; if our

Army, ftill headed by Prince Ferdinand, who has

already gained fo many Laurels, be rendered more
formidable, as I how it will, by fending to it jome

Thoufands more of our national Troops ; who now,
fmce the Conqueft of Canada, and the Defeat of

the long threatened Invafion, have no other Scene

of A6lion left, but to cor -ibute to another Vidlory

in Germany,

It would be a very pleafing Profped, if we could

fpeak with equal Confidence, and Probability of

Succefs, concerning the future Operations of the

King of Pruffia, However, when we ref^edl on
the amazing Difficulties he has had to ftrugglc with ;

attacked on every Side by a Number of Confede-

rates, each ofwhom, fingly, one would have thought

an equal Match for his whole Strength •, bearing

up, at the fame Time, againft the formidable Power
of the Houfe of Auftria ; the brutal Ferocity ^f the

Ruffians ; the Attacks of the Swedes ; the Armies
of the Empire 5 and, at one Time, having the ad-

ditional Weight of the French Arms upon him;
when, I fay, we refle(fl on the uncommon Difficul-

ties this magnanimous Prince has to refift, we muft

rather expreis our Wonder, and our Satisfadion

that his Situation is ftill fo rel'pedlable, than indulge

our Fears, that it is likely to be vvorie. The feve-

reft
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rell Checks he has met with during this War, have

only ferved to Ihew how calm he poirefles himfelf

under Diitrefs, and how ably he can extricate him-
felf. The Hour of Advcrfity has called forth all

his Abilities, and if he has failed fometimes, from too

great an Eagernefs to conquer, he has always bcca

able to retrieve his Affiiirs, and like AnteuSy gained

frcfh Strength from every Overthrow.

And, upon this Principle, I flatter myfetf, his

Pruffian Majefty will dill be able to fecure to

himfelf the greater Part, if not the whole of

Saxony for his Winter (garters, and to recruit

his Army, no Doubt much fhattered with its

LofTes anc! Fatigues, before the opening of an-

other Campaign. It is to be hoped allb, that

befides the amazing Refources he has dill left

in his own unbounded Genius, and the generous

and effedtual Support which his Connexion wkh
EnglaniU affords him •, the Power of the Confedera-

cy againfl him may be broken, by difuniting the

Confederates. Hiftory fatisfies us how fcldom a

Confederacy of many Princes, has ever ruined a An-
gle Power attacked. I have given one Inflance of

this already, when I fpoke of the Grand Alliance a-

gaipfl Lewis XIV. and the League of Cambray
^^gainflthe yenetiam^ in the 16th Century, is an In-*

ftance (lill more remarkable.

Bur, if contrary to our Hopes, our Wifhes, our

Endeavours, this fhould fail j if his Pruffian Maje-
fty, like a Lion caught in the Toils, ('after a Re-
fiftance already made, which will hand him down
to Poflerity as the greateft of Men), fhould at laft

be unable to defend himfelf; let him not defpair

while he is in Alliance with Britain: For I would
inculcate ^ Dodtrinc, which I think will not be

unpopular
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unpopular amongft my Countrymen, and which,

therefore, I hope, will not be oppofed by our Mini-
fters. That whatever Conquejis we have made^ and

whatever Conquefts we may ftill make^ upon the

French, except North America, which muft he kept

all our own -, Jhould be looked upon as given back to

France for a moji important Conjideration, if it can

be the Means of extricating the King of Pruiiia/row

any unforefeen Diflre£es.

Perhaps my Notions on this Subjedl may feem
to border on Enthufiafm ; but, however, I can-

not but be perfuaded, that Things are come to

that Pafs in Germany^ that the Ruin of the King
oi Pruffia will be foon followed by the Ruin of the

Proteflant Religion in the Empire. The blind Zeal

of the bigotted Aufirian Family will have no Chcck>
if the Head and Protector of the German Proteflants

be deflroyed *, and the War begun only to wrefl Si-

lefia from him, will, in the End, be found to be a

War that will overturn the Liberties and Reli-

gion of Germany, If, therefore, the noble Per-

feverance of the King of Prujfia deferves the Efleem
of a generous People ; if hi . Fidelity to his

Engagements, which has contributed to flive

Hanover and to ruin France^ can demand our Gra-

titude i if the Danger of the only Proteftant So-

vereign in Germany,^ able to preferve the Privileges

of his Religion from being trampled under Foot,

can call forth the warm Support of this Proteftant

Nition ; may I not hope, may I not be confident,

that our Minifters will didate, and our People

approve of Terms of Peace in his Favour, though

they (hould be purchafcd by relinquifhing ibmct

of our Conquefts •, while the PolTcfTion of Canada

will be fo reafonable a Bound to the Demands we
may make for ourfelvcs ?

G I
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I have dated this Point, upon a Suppofitbn'

that the Event of the War may turn out to the

Diladvantage of the King of Prujjia, But if the

Fortufie, the Capacity, the Perfevcrance ot that

Great Prince, fhould enable him (as 1 think we may
ftill hope) to extricate himfclf from the Dangers

that furround him it may be aflced,. What
is to be done with the Conquefts which, befides

Canada^ we fhall be in PoiTcfRon of when we treat

of a Peace ?— My Propofal is honcft, and per-

haps will not be treated as chimerical : Employ
them to recover out of the Hands of hrance thofe

Towns of FlanderSy gained for the Auftrian Family

by the Valour, and at the Expence o^ England

\

and which have been fo perfidioufly iacrificed. A
Britijh Adminiftration mud tremble at the Pro-

pped of feeing Newport and Oftend become French

Property, and, therefore, fhould ufe their utmoft

Endeavours to prevent this at the Peace *, though

thofe Endeavours may ferve the Court of Vienna,

whofe Ingratitude to Britain never will be forgot-

ten ; though at the fame Time, I mult own we fhall

draw no Imall Advantage from it. We fliall learn,

for the future, to prefer our own Intereft to that

of others •, to proportion our Expences on the Conti-

nent to the immediate Exigencies ot our own Coun-
try, and never to afTifl a new Ally, without remem-
bering how much we did for our Old one^ and what
Return we have had 1

I have, now, nearly executed my principal De-
fign, in the prefent Addrtfs •, which was to give

my Thoughts on the important Bufinefs of the ap-

proaching Treaty. And if it be conduced with

as much Ability, as the War has been carried on
with Spirit and Succeis, there is great Room for

flattering ourielves, that the Voice of the Public

demands no Advantages or Cefllons, in Favour of

England,
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England^ which the Miniftersof jE«'^/^«iarc notrc-

IbIvcd to infift upon.

But amidfl the fignal SuccefTes of our Arms,
which give us fo realonable an Expectation of an

honourable Peace, and have exalted our Country
to the highefl Pinacle of Glory and Reputation

abroad— 1 wifh it could be faid that our Co«/?//«-

tion was not greatly in Danger of being hurt, andal-

moft loft, at Home.— I iliall beg '
'c to take this

Occafion of touching this equally melancholy and im-

portant Subjed, with a View, not to blame, but

to lament; not to bring any railing Accufation againft

thofe who are now in Power, but to exhort and to

excite them to endeavour, before it be too lite, to

add to the Services they have done their Country, in

faving it from the open Attacks of France^ the

ftill more important Service of faving our Conftitu-

tion, which fome unhappy Circumftances of our

prefent Situation have already greatly changed, and
feern to threaten with entire Deftrudlion *,— nay, I

may fay, would have adually deftroyed, if it were

not for the good Heart of our gracious Sovereign,

who fcorns to take Advantage of them.

Confiderably above an hundred Millions of Debt-

the Sum we muft be obliged to fit down with, at the

End of the prefent War, is a Burden, which,

however immenfe. Experience has taught us, con-

trary to all Theory, we (hall be able to bear with-

out Bankruptcy. As our Expences have increafed,

we have found, contrary to the Predidionsot gloo-

my Politicians, that our Abilities to bear them have

increafed alfo.— But though our Debts be not too

great for the Riches of our Country, they are

much too great for the Independency of its Confti-

tution. For, when I cor.fider the infinite Depen-

dence upon the Crown, created by Means of them,

throughout the Kingdom, amongft all Degrees of

G 2 Men *
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Men ; when I •'efledl on the many Thoufands of

Placemen, ot every Denomination, who are em-
plovcd in the Collcftion of the vaft Variety of

Tares now levied on the Public, and take a Re-

view of a h\i greater Number of Servants of the

CroA/H, both civil and military, for whofe Sup-

port fo confiderablt a Share of the public Revenue

is fet apart, too many of whom, I fear, might be

tempt'-H 'o afTift in extenrirg the Influence of the

Prciog.'.rive to the Pr jndice of public Liberty ;

wliei) [ cunfider our vail Load of Taxes, in this

Point of View, I cannot help obferving the ama-

zing Revolution in our Government which this fin-

^t Article has brought about i nor enough lament

the unhappy Circumftances of Affliirs, and the

NecelTiries of the War which have forced us to an

annual Expence, unknown to former Times, and

which will almoft be incredible to Pofterity. I

believe I can venture to liiy upon Memory, that

the Expences of the War, for all King fVilliamh

Reign, about 1 3 Years, were not, at a Medium,
above 3 Millions and a Half a Year *, and Queen
uintje\ though the lafl Years were exorbitant, were

Jittle more than 5 Millions. What they are now I

f]gh to think on. Twelve or Fourteen Millions

are demanded without Refcrye*, and, what is fVill

more, voted without Oppofition. Nay, of fo lit-

tle Confequence is it now thought, by our Repre-

fentatives, to deliberate on the weighty Bufinels

of raifing Money on the Subje6l, that fcarcely can

J'orly of them be got together, to hear the Efti-

mates for at kali 0^/e hundred and four/core Thoujand

Men, for fo many we have now in our Pay ; and
to borrow Eight Millions, the Sum by which our

Expences exceed our Income.

Thcfe are alarming Confiderations j but another

ObjedV, no lefs threatening the Rum of our Confti-

tution, alfo prefenis itfelf.

lam
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I am old enough to remember what Uneafinefs

and Jealoufies difturbed the .Minds of all true Pa-

triots, with regard to (landing Armies, and military

Eitablifhments. Principles of Liberty in g^ne-
• ral, and, in particular. Whig Principles, excited

this Uneafinefs and produced thofe Jealoufies, which,

from Time to Time, have been a fruitful Source

of Parliamentary Debate. It was no longer ago

than the late King's Time, that the vcfting Courts-

Martial^ in Time of Peace, with the Power of pu-

nifhing Mutiny and Defertion with Death, was car-

ried in the Houfe ot Commons by a fmall Majority *.

Nay, that a Court-martial, however limited in its

Jurifdidlion, was inconfiftent with the Liberties ofa

free People in Time of Peace, was the Dodrine of
"Whigs in thofe Days-, it was the Do<5trine, in par-

ticular, of Sir Robert Walpole then in Oppofition

;

whole remarkable Expreffion, in this great Debate,
*« That they who gave the Power of Blood, gave
" Bloody* never can be forgotten. And though

afterwards, when he came to be a Minijier, he was

better reconciled to (landing Armies and Mutiny-
bills, in Time of Peace, feventeen thoufand Men,
was all the Army he durfi afk; yet even that

Demand produced an annual Debate ; and the

annual Reafon, on which he founded the Neccf-

fity of his Demand— being the Danger from the

Pretender and the Jacobites-, was the ftrongeft

Proof, that even in Sir R, fValpole*s Opinion, the

Redu6lion in the Army fhould take Place, when
this Danger from DifafFedion fhould ceafe. But

how are things changed?— I own indeed that a-

midft the Dangers of this War, and the threats

of an Invafion, the vaft Army now on our Efta-

,
t In 1717-18 the Numbers on the Divifion were 247 to 229.

blifhment,

lam
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blifhment, is neccffary : But what I lament is, to

iee the SentinienisoF the Nation fo amazingly recon-

ciled to the Prolpeft of having a tar more nume-
rous Body of regular Troops kept up, after the

Peace, than any true Lover of his Country in for- «

mcr Times thought, could be allowed without en-

dangerinjy the Conftitution. Nay fo unaccount-

ably fond are we become of the military Plan, that

the Eredtion of Barracks, which, twenty Years ago,

would have ruined any Minifter who fhould have

ventured to propofe it, may be propofcd i'afely by
ODr Minifters now a-days, and, upon Trial, be

found to be a favourite Mcafure with our Patriots,

and with thfc Public in general.

But what I lament as the greateft Misfortune

that can threaten the public Liberty, is, to fee the ea-

gerness with which our Nobility, born to be the

Guardians of the Conftitution againft Prerogative,

follicit the Badge of military Subjedion, not merely

to ferve their Country, in Times of Danger, which

would be commendable, but in Expedar.ion to be

continued Soldiers^ when Tranquillity fhall be re-

ftored, and to be under military Command^ during

Life. When 1 fee this ftrange, but melancholy In-
*

fatuation, fo prevalent, I almoft defpair of the Con-
ftitution. If it ftiould go on in Proportion as it

has of late, I fear the 1 ime will, at laft, come,

when Independence on the Crown, will be exploded

as upfafhionable. Unlefs another Spirit polTcfs our

Nobility, unlefs they lay afide their military Trap-
pings •, and think that they can ferve their Coun-

try more effedtually as Senators than as Soldiers,

what can we exped, but to fee the Syftem of mili-

tary Subordination extending itfclf throughout the

Kingdom, univerfal Dependence upon Government

influencing every Rank of Men, and the Spirit,

nay
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fiay the very Form of the Conftitution deftroyed ?

We have generally beaten the trench^ and always

been toolifh enough to follow their Falhions; I was
in Hopes we fhuuld never have taken the Fafhioii

of French Government ^ but from our numerou'

Armies, and the military Turn of our Nobility, »

am afraid we arc running into it as faft as we can.

And, unldls Ibmething can be done, to bring back,

out Conftitution to its tirft Principles, we Ihall find,

that we have triumphed, only to make ouriclves as

wretched as our Enemy ; that our Conquefls arc

but a poor Compenfation for the Lois of our Liber-

ties ; in a Word, that, like IVolfe^ falling in the

Arms of Vidtory, we are moft gloriouily

—

undone

!

• But though I have drawn fo melancholy a Pic-

ture, of the Dangers which threaten us with the

Lois of our J ibcrties, it is with no other Defign,

than to exhort thofe who are placed at the Helm,
to fet about the Repairs of our Mattered VelTel,

as foon as (he can be brought fafe into Har-
bour. After the Peace is once fettled, it ought to

be the great Objeft of our Minifters, to devife e-

very Expedient, and to adopt every Plan, that

may extricate this unhappy Conftitution from the

Dangers I have defcribed. Confidcring the low
Ebb of France, we have fome Reafon to hope that

when Peace is once reftored, upon folid Terms,
it will not foon be interrupted. Much, therefore,

may be done during thofe Years of Tranquillity •,.

if our Minifters be diligent and faithful in this

great "Work of reviving the Conftitution. The
facred and inviolable Application of the Sinking-

fund, which the Increafe of our Trade, and other

Circumftances, have fo greatly augmented, and
muft ftill augment, will operate gradually, and e^
fe(5tuaHy. Univerfal ana invsiriablc Occono.iy,

mufl
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muft be introduced into every Branch of Govern*
ment ; the Revenues of the Kingdom may be

vaftly increafed by adopting Schemes that will pre-

vent Frauds, and kf^hn the Expence ot Collec*

tion ; innumerable unneceflary Places may be abo-

lifhed, and exorbitant Perquifites, in thofe ;ve leave,

may be rcftrained ; Attention muft be had to the

Morals and Principles of the Nation, and the Revi-

val of Virtue and of Religion will go hand in

hand, with the Revival of Liberty. But no Objed:

will deferve more Attention, than our Military

Encroachments on Conftitutional Independence,

When this War fhall be over, there will be lefs

Reaibn, than ever, for numerous Armies. The
Kingdom now happily being united, and DifaflPec-

tion to the Royal Family at an End, we need fear

no Rebellions among ourfelves; and Invafions from

France are lefs likely than ever. Bcfides, by the

Care and Perf^verance of fome Patriots, we have

acquired a new internal Strength, a Militia trained

up to be ufeful, and confequently, we may without

any Danger to the Public, reduce the Number of

our Guards and Garrifons, fo low, as to deftroy

great Pare of the huge Fabric of Military Influ-

ence and Dependence. But whatever you do, if

you mean to reftore the Conftitution, you muft

fecure the Dignity and Independence of Parliament.

After pafling fuch Laws as may ftill be neceflary to

preferve the Freedom of E'.eftions, from Influence

of every Sort ; to puniHv Bribery both in the Elec-

tors and in the Ele£ied\ ibmething, perhaps, may
ftill be done by Way of Place-bill, to leflfen mini-

fterial Inflaence over Parliaments, without having

Recourfe to an Oliverian SdUdenying Ordinance;

or to fo total an Exclufion of Placemen as was cfta-

blilhed, in the originj»l Adof Settlement.

And
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And an Houfe of Commons thus chofc^n, and
thus made independent, now that Jacobitijm is

rooted out, can never be formidable but to thofe

who have Reafon to tremble. Such an Houfe of
Commons will co-operate with the Adminiftration

in every Plan of public Utility, and at the fame
Time inquire carefully into the Abufes of Govern-
ment 5 Supplies will be voted j but only in pro-

portion to the veal Income and Abilities of the Na-
tion ; and we may expcdl: to fee, what we have
not feen above thcib forty Years, a Parliamentary

Commiffion of Accounts ereded to inquire into the

Difburfement of near ^wo Hundred Millions,

And unlefs we fee this foon, I fhall look upon our
Conftitution as loft for ever.

Thefe, and many fuch Regulations, as thefe

may, under an honeft and virtuous Adminiftration,

be adopted when once Peace is reftored : And the

Profpe6fe of feeing them adopted, and fteadily pur-

fued, keeps me from defpairing altogether of the

Commonwealth.

To yon, therefore, whofe Power, moft likely,

will not terminate with the War •, and whom I

have prefumed to addrefs, with Regard to the

Terms that fhould be demanded, to fecure us from

a perfidious Foe \ to you. My Lord^ and 5/r,

let me earneftly recommend, the ftill more impor-

tant CarCy of faving us from ourfelves •, and as you
have with an Unanimity, that doth you both great

Honour, direfted our Councils, fo as to humble
France^ let me intreat you to prcfervc your Union,

till it re-invigorate the almoft loft Powers of the Bri'

ti/h Conftitution,

If you have any Regard to Virtue, to Liberty,

to your Country •, if you would live great, and die

lamented 5 if you would fliine in Hiftory, with our

H ClarendQfis
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Clarendons and Southamptons \ let not this Oppor-
tunity, perhaps, this laft Opportunity of favihg

Briti(h Liberty, and Independence, be thrown a-

way. You, my Lord^ whofe Rank, whofe exten-

five Influence, an-i Perfonal Authority, have given

you th ' Pre-eminence, in public Affairs, as it were

by Prt 'cription -, much will depend upon you, in

the carr :ing on this important Work. But when
I dired my Addrels to you, Str, you mull be con-

ibious that befides the general Expedlations we have

from you, as a Lover of your Country, we have

your own repeated Proniifes, and Declarations, to

make us flatter ourfelvcs that you will not flop

fhort, in your Schemes ot national Reformation.

Not tutored in the School of Corruption, but lifted

from yo'-ir earlieft Years, under the Banner of Pa-

triotifm ; called into Power, by popular Approba-
tion, ard ilill uniting the uncommon Chara(5lers

of Minifier and Patriot ; favourite of the Public

and Servant of the Crown 5 be not offended. Sir,

if I remind you, not to Dilappolnt that Confidence

the Public places in your future Endeavouis to

prop the finking Conftitution. Nor let it ever fall

from your Memory, that the Nation expeds from

your Virtue, your Oeconomy, your Plans for Li-

berty, during the tuture Peace, as great Advanta-

ges as we have already gained, from your Spirit,

your bold Councils, and vigorous Efforts, in carry-

ing on the prcfent War.
Perhaps I grow too warm on a favourite Sub-

je6l •, and, therefore, from Schemes which cannot

take Effed, till the War be clofed, let me turn

your Attention again, for a little whife longer, to

the Objed immtdiately before our eyes,— the in-

fuing Conferences for Peace. And, with Regard
to thefe, though I fuppofe, they will begin^ before

the Winter be over, I thipk there is foiiie Reafon

for
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for being of Opinion, that we mufl have another

Campaign, before they can be finally clofed.

France is too low, to think ferioufly of a Peace,

without making fome defperate Effort. She never

would have expofed her Weaknefs to all Europe^

by fo fhameful and fo humbling a Bankruptcy ;

She never would have ruined her public Credit,

and melted her Plate, the laft Refource, when
every other has been exhaufted, only to receive

Terms from England. No, flie knows fhe is un-

done for ever, if fhe gets no footing in Hanover
'y

and, therefore, we may expect to fee another At-
tempt made for that Purpofe. But, if we are not

wanting to ourfelves, another Atterrpt will end,

as unfortunately for her, as the former have done \

and her Ruin only be more confirmed. In the mean
while, T make no Doubt, the Plenipotentiaries will

meet at a Congrefs ; but the Events of the Field

mufl regulate the Deliberations of the Cabinet.

We, no Doubt, fliall be firm in our Demands,
whatever they are ; and the French will endeavour

to gain Time, to know whether there is any likeli-

hood of obljo^ino; us to offer x.\\tv[\ better. In this

Situation, then, France muft hear with Terror,

that without breaking our national Faith, without

injuring private Property, without giving exorbi-

tant Premiums, we have already provided immenjely

for the Supplies of another Year (and Supplies for

Tear^ may (till be had) to meet them—not in Ame^
rica ; there they are no more ;— not on the Ocean—
the Deflrudion of their Fleets leaves that Empire
free to us— but once more, on the Plains of another

Minden, again to feel and to confefs the Superiority

of Britijh Valour.

1 have only a Particular or two, to add, be-

fore I conclude. And I cannot help congra-

tulating the Public, on the WiiUom of our

H 2 Manner
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Manner of Opening the Negotiation for Peace,

I mean to obfcrve, that our Minifters have hap-

pily got rid of a Set of very ujelefsy or very per-

nicious Gentlemen called Mediators^ by apply

»

ing dirtdlly to the Enemy himfelf. Nothing
can be more rid'culous than the Figure of the Pope*%

Nuncio, and the AmbafTador of Venice^ a<5ling the

Farce of Mediation at JMunJier^ for feveral Years,

while the War went on, till its Eventj regulated the

Terms of Peace. The Mediation of tnjignificant

Powers is therefore abfurd ; and the Danger of cal-

ling in a powerful Mediator, who may threaten

to declare againll you, if you do not fubmit to his

partial Decifions, is too obvious to V . infifted upon.

You have done wifely, therefore, to .:eep the Ne'
gotiation in your own Hands \ the Nation, from
this Inftance, has a full Confidence that her Inter-

efts, are fkilfully conduded ; and, therefore, 1 fhall

only add another Particular, which however fub-

ordinatc, will, no Doubt, be attended to by you

;

though Jome late Negotiators of ours, with France^

neglected it.

The French^ by taking the Lead in Europe of

late, have of Courfe, been able to introduce their

Language as the common Vehicle of the Senti-

ments of other Nations, in all public Negotiations
j

fo that, perhaps, the French is the only Tongue,

by the Channel of which Plenipotentiaries and Mi-
nifters of different Countries, can converfe. But
when the Negotiation is to be put into Writing,

and to be drawn up in that Form which is to be

binding upon ail the Parties, and figned jointly by
the treating Powers, neither the Honour, nor the

Interell of the State, ought to allow us to accept

or the Original Treaty in the Native J'ofigue o^ ouv

Enemies. The Honour of the Nation forbids thisj

as it would be a Confeffjon of Superiority, to which

Britain^
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BnSain, at no Time, much lefs after fo glorious a

War, fhould fubmit ; efpecially as we cannot Ibb-

mit to it, without givii'g the Enemy a real Ad-
vantage, and laying the Foundation for future

Cavils.— Cardinal Mazarine^ m his Letters, bouHs,

that by a latent Ambiguity and Nicety in tli-r hcn.b

Stile, he had been able lo outwit Don Lo,... Ja

Hare, in the Conferences at the Pyrenees. And a

much later Inftance, in which we ourfelvvS -v.^re

partly concerned, (hould confirm us m oui Kciu-

fal to treat with the French in their own Language.
— I mean the famous Capitulation . of the Dulcb

Garrifon jf Tournay in 1745; which, though only

reftrained from adting for a limited Time in any

of the Barrier Towns ,. as the DuUb believed,

when they accepted of the Capitulation, was foon

after interpreted by France as tying them up from

ading in any Part of the World ; and might have

been fatal to this Country, if the Rebellion in Scoi-

land^ to affift in quelling which the Dutch lent us

thofe very Troops, had been fo fuccefsful as to

oblige us to put our Foreign Allies to the Teft.

We have no great Reafon, no more than other

Nations, to truft Gallic Faith, as appears from the

many Inftances of their unpalliated Perfidy which I

have collcded above. Let us not, therefore, be

fo weak as to give them Room for obtruding upon

us, any fallacious Interpretations of the Words, in

which they plight their Faith. They are too ready

to break it when the Terms are ever fo clear ; and,

therefore, let us take Care not to give them that

* I have not the original Capitulation before me, but I re-

member, pretty exaftly on what the Cavil turned. The Troop*

were not to aft, I think, for two Years, in any of the Places /«

plus recuUes de le Barriere. The Dutch, no doubt, underltood,

d'e la Baniere to be the Genitive Caie, but the French faid they

nieaut it in the Ablative,

Advantage



-m
-<;

tii

.,-1.
.,

[ 54 ]

Advantage which ftiperior Ski!! ir their ov/n Lan-
guage, naturally confers, and which upon fome
future Occafion, they may improve to our Detriment.

Let the original and authentic Copy of the Treaty,

therefore, be in a dead Language, the Phrafes of

which cannot vary, and whofe Meaning is equally

underflood bv both Parties. We had once a very

learned Plenipotentiary in Queen ElifabetJo*s, Time,
who, in a Negotiation with Spain, when it came
to be debated in what Language the Treaty fhould

be made, ludicrouDy enough propofed to the Spa-

ttiard, who was giving himfclf Airs of Superiority,

to treat in the Language of his Mafler's Kingdom
of Jeru/aletn. But leaving the Hebrew^ for our

Divines; I would only have our Negotiators treat

in Latin: Which feemed, as it were by Prefcrip-

tion, to have a Right to be the Language of the

Public Law of Europe ; rill fome late Inftances

have fhewn that the French was beginning to be

fubftituted in its Room; by the Lazinefs or Neg-
Itd: of thofe who treated. As we are languine in

our Hopes of a much better Peace than we had at

Utrecht, with regard to the Terms ; let it not

be worle than that at Utrecht, which prellrved the

old Cuftom ot fettling the Negotiation in Lati?!,

Wc- then had aBifhop indeed, as Plenipotentiary; but

without having Rc^courfe to the very learned Bench,

or chufii'ga Menipotcntiary from Camhria^e, (I hope

in a little Time one may join the other Univerfity,

without giving Oifence), the Negotiarors at the en-

fuing Peace may be accommodated with Latin

enough for the Purpofe I mention, at a very mo-
derate Fxpcnce— if their Secretary or Chaplain can-

yiot afTid thi'm,

B-t wiien I begin to be ludicrous on fo ferious a

Subjert, it ib Tmie to have done : And my Ad-
drcis has already iwclled to fuch a Size as furprifes

myfelf
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myfelf as much as, I fear, it will tire the Reader.

However, the vail Variety of Fa6ls, and Particulars,

which naturally olTered themfelves to me, and which

could not be admitted without hurting the Connec-

tion, and weakening my Argument, will, perhaps,

procure Indulgence for fo long a Pamphlet : And,
for the fame Reafon, I flatter myfelf, that if I

fhould happen to have been mifl:aken in any Thing
I advance, to have erred in a Date, or to have

mif-quoted a Treaty, fome Allowances will be

made to me, as I have been obliged to trufi much
to my Memory, for want of a proper Opportuni-

ty of confulting many of thofe Books, which fur-

nifh the Materials I have made Ufe of. However,
I believe, a candid Reader, will find no capital^ at

leaft, no ivilful Miflake.

I am far from the Vanity of thinking that my
Notions on the important Subject of the Peace,

are a regular Plan or Syflem for the Adminiftra-

tion to proceed upon. I throw them out, only

as loofe Hints for my Superiors to improve as they

may think proper. Should there be any Weight
in all, or any of them, you, my Lord, and 6Vr,

will be able to work them into Utility for this

Kingdom. If they are not worth your Notice;

as I am an anonymous Writer, and hope never to

be known, I can neither lofe nor gain Reputation

by them. All I can fay, if they are negleded, is,

Operam et oleam prdidi,

I am.

My Lord, and Sir,

Yours, ^c, &c.

FINIS.




