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No. 6. MONTRIEAL,

A NEW WOLK ON TH1 BIRDS OF |
CANADA,

We linve received 2 copy of * Les Oiseaux

WILLIAM COUPER, Editor.

!
du Canda,” by Me, C0 FL Dionne, eurator of -
the Zuolugieal Museam of Laval University, |
Quebee, 1t is a neatly printed volome con-
taining nearly three hdred pages amld several
woud ents, The author has adopted the elas-
sitication and nomenclatuee of Doctor Coues,
amld gives a short deseription ot cach species
with notes upon their disteibution, ete. From
the title of the work it ix evidently intemded
not to be Joeal 5 we woubld like to have seen a
mare complete aveonnt of the birds of the,
Domiinian, many species veenrring in Manitoba
aud other western portions not being included.
In note to Brown Thrashery Mr. Dionne states s
* Phis species is probably nol fonnd in Quebee
though common in Ontariv.”  This is a mis-
take, ns during the past few years these
Thrushies have been abundant in the neigh-
bonrhood of Montreal and breaed here regularly,
The Yellow-throwel Vireo rather
common here in the spring, and the Logger-
head Shrike very comuion, breeding insuitable
loealities throughout the island,  The Meudow
Lark is also foumd in many places in the
Vastern Towns=hips, Nuwmerous other errors
ot distribution al=o appear Lut we are not sur-
prived at this, el must expeet some years to
clapse before Joeal urithologists will study up
the birds oeenrring in their respeetive lueali-
ties amcl furnish muterinl from which can be
compiled o stamdand work upon the subject,

With resurd to the Cow bird, Mr. Dionne
states ¢ < Quelgques naturalistes ont atlirmé
gue PEtournean ne somstrmsait point de nid,
quil déposait fartivement =es arufy dans oles
nids e Pinsonz, de Funvettes, ete.  Clest une
erreur, comme le remurque M. Pablé Pro-

is also

JUNE, 1883.

vuncher, qui a eu veension de voir Ini-méme

Vor. LI,

plusicurs de ces uids ef presque tonjonrs duns
les coniléves, 1 potd 5 ou 6 enfs blew tendre,
tachetdn de roussitre”

That this bird shonld have abandoned the
habit of depositing its eges in the nests of
otlier bitls nod taken to vest-huilding, we are
not prepared to eredit.  If Mr. Dionne can
corroburate his statement, it will prove an
interesting fact {or ornitholugists, it not, it is
a serions mismke tor o writer to muke with
regard to one of our hest known birds,

FOX.CULOURLD SPARROW,

my summer visits to the Island of
Anticosli and the north shove of the St. Law-
rence. | have hind many  opportunities  of
watching this beautitul sparrow. In fact it
wax on the Labradorian const that 1 first heard
its delighttul song, and althongh the notes are
few, they are given in a sweet, c¢lear, distinet
tone ; but when several mnles are responding,
they =eem to cheer and add life to their dreary
surroundings ; the eall is ceriainly pleasant to
the ear of man, more especially when he is
alone in a region whiere the sung of no other
bird is heard.  All this class of birds have
their peeuliar nuptinl - votes— that ot the
White-throated Sparrow is said tu represent
the words: — Farmer-puy-the=renl=py~the
renl, while those of the Fox-coloured Sparrow
soundsto my ear like, O-dewdewrpretly-prelty
I do pot think it has been found
aesting in the Province of Quebee, west of
Godbont.  As far as I could discover, its
summer retreal is in the bays of Anticosti
amd the woudlands skirting the north const of
the Lower St. Lawrence. It seldom est on
the ground, as those which T found were in
gimull trees on the margin ol rivers or ereeks
not lar from the zen,  Before the nesting sea.
son when pairing, the wmales will frequently
fight as vigonvously as the Lnglish house

T

During

erealnre,
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Sparrow is seen todu in the streets of Montreal,
While  culleeting inseets ar - Kllis Ray
Aunticosti, two male Fox-colonral Sparrows
wete having a laule within o yanl of
where I stood, and  they  were
carnest in the atthir that 1 canght  them!
in my insect-uet; they apparently had oo
fear of iny presence. 1 gave the litle pugrilists |
their liberty. and in & tew minutes
both were singing as cheerfully as
had happened . —C.

THE GOSHAWK.
Clstur alrivapillng.)

LU
]

awerwand, |
it' nothing’

A very fine adult female or this faleon was |
sent from Coaticenk o Montreal, early this |
month, ¢(July). We do nat treguently see it

THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALIST.

Annual Report showal that though the stu-
dents ot this branch ot Nawreal History in
Montreal are few in number, the interest of
the meetings ix well kept up. Six original
papers were rewd during the year, and many
observations on the inseet lite of Montreal
tand on record in the minutes of the Suciety,

The tollowing gentlemen were eleeted - oflivers

for the ensniug vear: G. J, Bowles, President;
W, Conper, Viee-President; F. DL Caalfield,

Neerctary-Trea=urer. Membersof Council, H.

Ho Lyman, J. G, dack, W, Shaw and |1,

firves,

Me. WHITCHER OX FISHL CULTURE
CANADA.

We have beture usy 2 long letter from Mr,

IN

in summer, It is generally more abundant Wo F. Whitcher in % Forest amnd - Strenns,”
between the munths of October and January.  hicl is both astounding aml instructive at
i this instunt when fishealturists trom all parts

' 3 EN SH JSESPPALRR v
THE ENGLISIL HOUSE SPARKOW ot the world are assembled at the Fisheries

Dr. Elliot Coues, an eminent Mmerican
ornithologist zays that no step now likely to
be taken can eml in the extermination ot these
bimds ; they have wnltiplied so rapidly since
their introduction on thi= side of the Atlantie,
that it is useless to Yy the experiment. Sume
time ago the Corporation of Montreal were
anxious to have the sparrows detroyed, =ug-
gesting poigon as a meansto kill them.  They l
could never succeed by this mode, as the binds |
are now extensively diztribnted over wmperate ‘I
America, therefore a continual supply wonld
come from adjacent cities and towns, and it
would take years to get rid of them. Thei
English Sparrow is preyved upon, since hix |
introduction here, by cuts, hawks, owls and |
ghrikes; he survives, enjoying the climate
and our habitations, and not particular as to;
the kinds of food he cats.—C. :

MONTREAL BRANCH, ENTOMOLOGICAL -
SOCIETY OF ONTALRIO.

The tenth annual meeting ot this Society .
was held on the 8th May last, at the residence ©
ot H. H. Lyman, Exq., President. Thei

Exhibition in Londae,
Mr, Whiteher

vars can be ar

Snglaml.  OF course
substantintes  the fact that
titicially fecunduted 5 that their

cora have been suceessfully transported from

Awmeriea to Furope, aml are there being
developul into living fish.  But ¢ what remains
yet to be done = to convinee the world that a
proportion ol such  pmlitic hatchings and
abundant distribution, commensurate to the
prodigions numbers  hatched anld  libernted
alive, has reached maturity and reappeared in
commereinl and industrinl channels as a com-
wodity of trwde and an article of” supply to

. sneh an apprecinble extent as the faithful are

juatified in expeeting.  The multiplication of
the marketuble foal tishes, as evidenced by
the actual eateh, is what remmins (o be

proved.  There can, I presume, be no doubt,

“that the public tax-payer haz a right to
“demand this proof'; and Cannda, Parlinment

aml the press are already asking for it in

“somewhat impatient terms” It is not our

wish to dizpurage Me. Wilmots enthnsisstic
eflorts a= a fish-breeder, but honestly speaking,
Mr. Whitcher is correct in nlluding tv ¢ prac-
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tienl results,™ when lie savs 4 the druest in-
terest of the enlarged  propagation of fish, and
the immense inerease of fckl which we anti-
cipate from artiticial methods and their auxi-
liavies, that we should now begin o consider
serionsly the cconomic: as the chief of ¢ prae-
tical resnlts" "

Fish hatching commeneed in Canada about
filfeen years ago; now there are vleven govern-
ment fish hateheries, cight of which are ocen-
piedd in developing salmon wre only 3 two are
emploved in hatehing =ahnon, white fish al
tront emees, and one halehes whitetisl al pike-
pereh, and the entire cost of these pnblic
establishments to date i=3239,100,  We will
look turther into this matter in @ future issue,
but in the meantime it is evident that Mr,
Wiitcher has given n elear statistieal states
ment showing  that we have leen wasting
maoney without reaping the fruiis,

PROTECTION FROM TNSECT ATTACK.

Mr. J. A. Lintner, the New York Stale
Eatomologist has sent ns a pamphilet wherein
he propounds a new priveiple in protection
from inceet attack. 1le says ‘it will In
rendily coneeded that the wse of preventives,
whenever practicnble, is more  economicul,
more ellective, and often more convenient than
a resort to remedies.”  His object i to pre.
vent inseets from depositing their cggs on
their food plants, and he «ayvs it can le anld
has Leen done with perleet suceess in many
instances, By applying to the plant or to the
soil certain odorous suligtances which are dis-
agreeable to the inzeet, amld therefore to drive
it awny ; contending that the laiger proportion
of the inseet world are gnided in their natural
linbits by the sense of smell.  The popmlar
ilen that many insects attacking vegetation
select their foad plants wherceon to deposit their
eggs by the sense of gight is evidently errone-
ous, nnd not in accordanee with his investign-

" tions.  He has watched # the incomprehensible
acuteness shown by nn inseet in the discovery
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of the partienlar species of plant upon which
alone the yonung caterpillars could feed, in the
discovery of a single individual of a rare
species oceurving in a certtin loeality, and
growing in such a manner as eflectually to
hide it from human obzervation.  When its
e af puld plants extemds beyond a species
to all the members of & genns, how could it
detect all of the greatly diflering  forns?
When a still browder range embraces the
several genera of an extended order, a still
greater varioty of form are presental, which
the rude inseet brain mast gronp and classily,
and claim within it provinee,  How amnzing
such knowledge withunt previous instruction.
[t had no purents living as in the class of
Vertebrates, which might teach it by example,
It had no ancestors o whit wiser than itself’
from which to learn.  The deposit of the cgs
in its place may have been but the second
voluntary aet in its imago lite, reganling that
of light for the parpose as the first.  Perhaps
a plant trom some diztant shote, of which not
une of itx uncestry coulil have nny knowledge,
i hrought within its range of wing; its flight
i unhesitntingly divected to it, and its precious
bunlen of ez, without a shadow of mistrast,
ix at once commititel to its leaves,  Sach
knowladge has never been attained by our
most distingnishol botanists, and it is heyvoml
the scope of iuman intellect. We have eallal
its displovs jnstinet, a word convenientty
framed Lo cover manifestations in other elusses
of animated beings which we are ntterly nn-
able to explain.  Asn pantinl explanation of
these wanders, it hax been suggested that to
the inseet world may have been given senses
differing in vnmber and in kind (rom those
that we posseas, But all the wonderlul pheno-
menn attendant npon  inseet oviposition by
selegtion, is readily explnined under the rujs
position that it is guided nnd controlled by the
sense of smell, and  notwithstanding  (he
laborions investigations in inseet structure,
comndueted through a century Ly some of our
most distingnisheild scientists, we ure utterly
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unable o peint ont with positive eertainty
the precise loeation and watnre of the organs
of smell.”™  Among the adorons substances
which Mr. Lintner mentions are, kerosene oil,
canl tar, napthaline, earbolic acid, gas-dine
and bisulphide of earbon, vs have
been successfully usel 0 change the nataral
odor of the plant with which the inseer =
familiar, awl while the latter i< nentralized,
ages will not be deposited on the plant, i will
be preserved fan saeh attack a

These he =

< utlvetually
ts it 00 were inclosed i oglass” Mo Lintuer
deserves onr thanks for this contribution 1
enconomic entomalogy, mnd we trust that he
will continne the experiments. Tt would Te
serviceable to Hovticulture it somne 1rinls wore
first made on the inseets infesting the fruit
trees, By enlorising the apple, pears plum aml
kindred zpecies during the season when their
inseet enemies are on the wing, some interesi-
ing aml probubly important discoveries may
be made.  We know that several onr
injurious insects are not partienlar what kil
of fowl they eat, and the checkmating of an
insect enemy on one fruit producing tree may
compel it to attack another of equal value, ir
its allor leads the insect it
polyphemus which has been recorded Ty My,
W. Brodie. of Toranto, to feed on forty-nine
distinet plants,  Can it be possible that plants
belonging to the Orders : Tiliaceae, Rosavear,
Grossulacene, Hamamelilacene, Cupmliferae,
Juglandaceae, Betnlacene, and Salicacene, have
similar odors to attract this moth? That in-
sects possess orgnns of smell have been repear-
edly illustrated. the diffienlty
their Jocation,

[n=tance 7elea

i= to discover
It i+ indeedd enrions 1o notice
the mode in which some inzeets seloet fod-
plants for their progeny.  They appear to go
directly to the plant, imt whether they discover
it from olor or the sense of =ight remains a
mystery. Our experience is that when we
visit o swamp in snmmer, femnle mosguitoes

pounee on us greedily, but if a mixtare of

conl-tur and olive oil is rubberl on onr hands

aml face, we remain there without being’

'I'Tll~ C AN \DI AN SPORTSMAN

AND NATURATAST.

anneved by inseet parasites, They will cor-
showing elearly
sighit, but they

ailvet< them,

tainly come amd toneh nx,
that they do <o by means of

leave whin the adar of c.-nl-l:u'
Mosquitoes are dinvaal aml noctuenal in their
tlighi,
tinies,

and can be very vigorons adnring both
night,

abighting on your faee at i=
their all

=nited g daylight and Jdarkness,

cvents, are

Why i= it
that Mack tlies which are =0 zevere inopen
air in daviight, will wor toneh a person within

A hwnse ?

evidenee that eves al

I have seen the panes ol glass in
the T<lamd of
insecisy It they

Antivosiic covered
did net annay

honses
with

vhn
ihese
the peaple while inside the louse,  The eves
of the Black ty are appacently ingendad e
hght alone. as ey
ol ni_-_'hl.——C.

retire on the approach

THE CoW RBIRD.
Modotlirus aler, Boddd,

Alore than wsual inferest is attached (o the
ol thi= bird from the peenline habit
sessed by it of depesiting i1s cges in the
nests of other hinds, leaving 1o them the dary

of inenbation Altho
tew arnitholos : o eow bind
“inthe aet ol :lvpn-llnw itx egrsl 0 is well

known that this 1= .m'urnphslml in the ordi-
nary wanner, during the owners abeenee trom
the nesty The doster-parent= seleeted  are
wsnadly birds of 2 sl size, aned it is inter-
esting 1o observe the actions ol the vurions
species 1o whose care has been conlided the
apparently not agrceable task of bringing up
the oflsprime of ‘this vagmhond bird, Simne

_species apper o view the introduction of the

strunge with more  complacency  than
others. Dir. Brewer mentions a ense in which
a Red-eved Vireo hatchal three of these eews,
without baxing any of her own, asl as many
as five have Iw(-n dizeavered in nests ol the
Black and White Creeper and Towhee Bunt-
ing.  Itis seldom, however, that mare than
ane e is deposited i nonesty espeeinlly those
of sch small birds as the Warblorsor Chip-
ping Sparrow. this ix usually lnild soon after
the eompletion of the nest, <ometimes hofore
the owners are ready to lay, in which ease the
nest ix often almndoned, The Summer War-

v




bler althongh us snally nevepting the introdue-
tiom of the strange when some of her own
hve been laid, has fregoently adopted  the
ingenious deviee of adding another storev 1o
its neste thus electually getting rvid ol the
olmoxions ey | have alwo on one aeeasion
fonml the nest of a R =0 constnetsl,
the lower stovey containing i single oo of the
Cow birdoand the upper four of it owne . Nao
rurther proot” teed be regquired of the antipathy

ol these binls o ineubate omes other than
their own, e we eannot bt admire the .
extraordinary intellgence displayed in thns-
l-ln\m'r the intruder, thongh the renson for”
thetr Being compelled 10 aceept a0 sk sa
abnoxions remains as maeh uomystery as
ever. Db been alleged with regard 1o the

Cuckoo of Faropes whose lathitz are similar,
that the eges matmre st lone inteevalz, render-
ing it inconvenient for the bird (o construet a
nest and attend 10 nu ubition in the ordinary
manner. thns jus l||\ e ton eertain extent s
conduet in lll'lulrllllll its o in the nests ol
other hinds.  [owever preity, or true, this
may be with re
think the Cow hird is less prolitie, or regadar
i this vespeet tham other birds,
Iny several eggand al ordinary intervals, can
lmrqll\' e dontbted from the o ompaentive sear-
¢ity of the birds in some places amd the

vumber of nests fonmd containing their egus,

Whether more than one ewe is deposited i a
nest hy the same bind, it i impossible o state.
the thaet ol finding 2 greater nnmber does not

prove them to have been laild by the stime:
female, thongh from the similarite of the:

<ol ditlerent eges Jonnd in the same
nest, il has heen thomght that wore than one
has sometimes been il by the sume bisd,
The Red-eved Vireo appears o show |
coneern nbont the reception of the e than
many others, and two eges are wequently
tound in nest= of this species, Tt hax not Teen
detinitely stated by ornithologisi= whether the
Cow hird removes the egies of other hinds in
orler to make room lor her own. Fhe Cuckoo
i# enabled to do thiz in the =nme manuer in
which she sometimes deposits them, Ty earey-
ing in her bill, or feet. From the dificrent

marki

construction of the bill of the (‘n\\' bird
would be impoxsible  for it fo- convey an e
in this wanner, yet I o mnvlm-(-nl llu-\'

sometimes cither yemove or destroy them, as

it is very rare to discover nonest containimg
more than the normal number of « in-
cluding the Cow binds, A tending to confivm

N
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,.':II'11 to the ('Ilt'l\‘uu. I do not

That they:

2 H

thi= apinion I will mention the ease of a nest
of the Bel-eyed Vireo eontaining when dizeo-
1. fwo one of which was a Cow
on vikiting this nest three or four days
found that the g of the Virco had
Cow him's

nes,

later 1
. been removed and two anore
Chad been laid, the Vireos in the meantime ad
commencerd inenbation nml were lll|l:ll'('llll\' s
solicitons tar the safely of the nest as if the

QL]

Ceaes had been their own, However disagree-
able the first discovery of the alien cge may
be to some birds, it e evident this teeling is
soon forsotien, and the yonng Cow hind never
lails 10 pod est attention, no matter
to what species his foster-parents may belong,
§When deposited in the nest o a Warbler or
other =mudl bind, it (requently happens that
the of the Cowhird nmlmiu'r early, the
~|n.1|lq T are broken hy the voung oeen-
_pait. o, owing to his superior and wapid
 development, the more delieate voung are
cerowded ont o destroyed. This does not
cappear too ocenr from an inherent desire to
destroy the more leeble birds sl remiain =ole
ienpant of the nesty as is the ease with the
cAhe Burgean Coe koo, but is no donbit due ta
Cenperior bulle and strength alone, s, when
brought np in nest= of hinds of more equal
size the yonng Cowbind remains a peaceful
ovenpant, enjoving equal privileges with the
rest of the Lrood until all are ready to leave
the nest.  laving  no duties o perform
respuiring  the close associntion and co-uper-
Stiom ol the =exes, it ix not surprising that this
weies should be polvgamons, anld they are
ulto more or greanrions heing n=unlly
=cen in small flocks throwshont the scaxon.
W. W. Dexnor,

o

Il'Hrl

Montreal. Jfune '.!.'»l]l_. [RR:,

ON ’I Hl' RED-SHOULDERED
ITAWK,

The nesting of [awks in the viginity of
Hyde Park has heen mneh disturbed  this
soason,  More than seventy eggs were taken
and | have preserved o lnege number of' spw-
cimens  of Bed-tailed,  Red-shouldered  and
Coupur's Mawks, The Red<houldered Tawk
(Buleo linealns), i= the most common spegies
breeding herey nrviving in March,  They are
evirllently mated when they fir=t appear sl
may be heard almost any day in the vicinity
of their old nestz. When close to n nest, |
have on feveral oceazions known the male to
Lewoop down within a few feet of my head.

NOTES
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The approach of the hind ix silent. the first

notice being the whirr of its wings as it tnrns
upward after its downward headlong hight,
Then both birds will rise, sereaming alove
the tree twops awd eirele aronnd for =ome time.
Frequently the sitting bivd will silently leave
the nest before itean be shot at, and in a few
minutes return with i< mate when both will
make a great noise. Sometimes 1 hawk will
sit very elose not leaving the nest until one
strikes the tree tor some time with a laree
stick or club, | have no knowledee that
hawks of any kind build entive nests ot their
own. Al those noticed by me were obl erow's
nests repaired.  Sparrow Hawks lay in the
holex of Golden-winged  Woodpeckers amld
other hollows in trees. A Red-zhouldered
Hawk will adil o lot of sticks 1o n erow’s nest
tilling the centre with moss, grass, leayes,
bark =trip= and sotmetimes old rugs el paper.
lnone nest 1 found a twrd or sod with foug
arass on it which altogether would weigh
several puunds, Souictzmes, Tind deel mice in
the nest, and on one vecasion, alive o which
the hawk had bronght for it mate. The nest

s bulky being usually about atont deep-

and eighteen inches in dimeter.  In=ide there
is only a slight hollow just deep enongh
prevent the cges frum rolling ont,
the wsnal number of cges Jaid ; sometimes
two, and a #et of four is a vare tind,  They
build wherever crows nest at all elevations,
The highest nest [ have taken was eighty-
soven feet: the lowest twenty-two leet, the
latter wa= in a small hirch tree and | otook
five crow’s ¢ from it the
Climbing for nests ix sometimes very dunger-

feet in ddiameter, It [ have suecewlad in
reaching every hawk's nest | have yet fouml,
The eges of thix hawk vary very wmuch, both
in size und colonr.  They are generally white
or ereamy, dotted, blotehed, or splashael with
umber and reddish brown,
of the egus in & set is pure white,

April, und when robbed, they will repair

another uest not far from the tirst one and lay !

weain in about three weeks, bnt the egas of

this nest are rarely more than two, and 1 have |

not known them to Iny a shind time during
the =cason.
not disturbid, they will lawd yenr after year

'l-irnls ul any kind,

Three-is.

Cplace in immense numbers,
hefore,

t amet Lmenee Hying north
ous, the trees being often from three to four

_haul entirely censed.
; [pigeons were esting  somewhere sonth of
Ocensionally one”
I genvrally
find them fresh from the Tl to the 25th of

Like mo=t other hawks, when ! were avell repaid,

MAN AND NATURALTRT,

They are wmongst the las
wigrants in antmnp, thongh onee in a while,
one may be seen in mid-winter, These are
some of my own olwervations, 1 eondl copy
considerable abont hawks ot of works o
ornitholiey to which I have aceess. bt preter
to give my personnl experienve,
doux Al Morpes.
Tyde Park, Out,

THE ¢ SAMSON FOX."

Four or five yeurs tgoo my dogs killel
a fox near 8t. Lne. St Johns' Coo Que,
whose fur was short, dull eolored, w lieny
reddish white, and having the singyv appearanes
vou wention. (May vumlber)  The farmer
with whom Fwas hunting, called this a ¢ Sam-
son Fox” but dild not kuow why it was -0
ealled  he suppused it to e an onivary Bl
Fox ** ont oof condition ;™ i had every appear-
ance of heing ~uch,

W.HL R

THE PASSENGER PIGEON,

Stw—Tn reply o Mr. LeMoine’s gnery in
your Mav number vegarding the nesting of the
Passenger  Pigvon Clinteangaay - Fone

il
Corners, State of New York, ap o 18351

I ey to say that in the summer ¢ |
ur 1865 [ was spewling a lew days at a plaee
alled AMtona, un the Ogdensbure and Plats-
bury Railway. Pizeons” were flying uver this
Before sunrise
hundreds of flocks of female binds would con-
to teed mml continnal
to do s0 for an hour ortwo @ by that time they
woubl begin to tly south again; the female

Cbinds were then sneceedel by the males.

Towands eight or nine oelock, nan.. the tight
As it was evident these

Altona, I decided to find the locality it pos-
sible, Huving secured the services of a farmer
residing in the vicinity, to act as guide, T =t
out early one morning, and, by folluwing the
direction in which the returning birds were
fiving—after & toilvome march through the
woods of some five or gix milee—finndly came
npon the nesting gronnd aml truly my exertions
Long before renching the

s lirst o the nests, the nuise made by the Linls

in the sume nest. The food of this hawk | eoning, chattering and fluttering about, could

Cong

#t of frogs, snnkes ad small quadrupeds, | be distinetly heard. The nests were boilt in

Ihave not known them to attack poultry orla heavy hardwood bush, each tree having from
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five to filteen or miore nests init. - The groun
was covered with droppings, unhatehed birds
uml broken eggs, the smell from which was
most oflensive. T penetrated about ball aomile |
or mare further into the wouds and found o'
diminution in the number of nests, bt mther

the reverse. [ was informed afterwards, but

with what tenth 1 cannot sy, that this nesting’
sronmd covered ten squave miles; the place is

distnnt abont one hundeed miles from Cha-
tenngnay but is in the sume range of wonds,

Wild pigeons were plentitul that yenr, after|
the hatching  scason, in the wowls about!
Terrehonne amd elsewlivre in this vicinity.

W. IL. Ristovr,
Montreal, June 1853,

- THE ORNITIIOLOGY OFF WESTERN
ONTARIO,

Sit,—lu the Janwarey number, Meo Me |
Hwraith twkes exeeption 1o two statements in
onre list of birds of Western Ontarin, On
looking into these =ubjects we tind that he is
right in both justances ; we can find no recond
in our note-hacks of” the Raby-crowned Wren
wintering with n=, even in the mildest winter,
therefore that statement st be regarded ns a
slip due to the cluse assoeintion of 1his species
with ealendula.  Our error concerning the
wreat Northern Shrike arose from the suppusi-
tion, which we find is fncoreeet, that  the
young of erenhilorides pesembled the aduh,
and when we found nests in which the young
had the breast o' the adult horenlis we junipel
0 the conclusion that they were borealis
We have lew winter speciimens ot this bind, all
being cither spring or tall linls, nothwith-
standing the tact that Buglish sparrows are
very common here in winter. Tt will he
rememberad that in =peaking of the yellow-
bellied Flyeateher, Mr. Mellwrmith sid that we
would wdoubtedly find it befiee long,  Judg-
ing v this spring’s experience it is prolmble
that this has been o common bird a1 along,
us of five small Flyenchers colleeted  in
London, three are Yellow-bellied and two Lenst.
In his summary of the work done on the
ornithology of this region he made two slight
errors which he corrected in the nest namber, |
lenving the total number of spesies two hun-
dred and filiy-eight to which we have now (o
wld two species.” In Toronto, Mr. Sandy™s saw
twa specimens of the Ry, Mucheles pugnee,
which hud been killed in the bay at that place;
und in the tull of 1881, Dr. Garnier shot a

‘n

Sandwich Tern, Nteraw cantiven, on o mill-
pond wenr Lucknow, which is new in Mr.
Morden’s coliection. This brings the totul
nimber of species ek to the original poini
af two hundred wid  =ixty, and here we must
he content to let it rest fur the present with (he
hope that (he ornithologists of our seetion will
not lunge allow it to be ationary,

Jons A, Moapey,
W. BB Savxnens.

! Lowdon, O., June, 1883,

LOF SHRIKES IN A STATE Ol
NATURE.”
Coanlinued from page 236.)

O several ocensions [ have seen it in
the aet of sereaming in this manver, wlhen
it would swldenly dart from its porch into
thicket, trom which there wonld imme-
distely is=ne the real eries ot o bind on
which it hal seized” Dy Buchman further
states that the Loggerhead  has other mines
than  the eating =omuds Awdubon  attri-
butes to it :— During the bresling season,
und indeal newrly all «wmmer, the male
weeends some gedar or other tree, and makes
an eflort at o song, which T eannot compure
to anything nearer than the first atlempt= of
a oy Brown Thrash. e seems w lnbonr
hard, making as it were almost painful
exertions. At times the noles are not nn-
pleasing, but very irregnlar’  Many lnter
observers concur in - attributing  moderate
mnsical nbility to the Shrike, and T considor

the fact established thongh 1 hLave never
inyrelf heaed o bind of this kimd sing,  But I
wn very  sceptical respecling  his assertal

powers of inimiery; for the lew allegations ol
mockery we possess seem to be traceable to
uie or two sources, amd to demand further
contirmation.  But we complete the purtraiture
ul’ no bind’s lite and character amtil we place
the nest. in the foregromd of the picture, with
all it natural surronndings,  Onr two kinds
of Shrikes, indeed, breed wide apuart, aid in
some of the liude details of their domestic
cconomy they may ditler, Imt the general
conrse of events is the same in ecither ease—
el non aninewn mutant,’ whether they be
Loggerhenrds in South  Cirolina or - greater
Butcher-binls in the northern  wildernese,
Knowing our bied as we do now, we might
suppose thal he wonld make fove or war with
equul assurance of success, and there is no
doubt of the fuct that a Shrike is an impetu-



ons and an audancious wower. The mitin
wint is, however, that in operations of 1his
dind he has 1o deal with oo shrinking,
tetritied Lark or Sparrow, glad o make any
terms with the (vt bat with 2 hind who
proves (o be his mateh i every particalar,
SRet n Shrike to tume a shrew—pit a pirate
aginst a virago=—mnl the whole neighiborhowl
may be congratnlated when the stormy seene
ixuver.  Abaut the time the conrtship grows
a little monotenous, vour gy ook thrangh
the vonvenient thicket, where the sapling
bushes, and weals arve grown up elose tosether,
or along yonder hodeerow, with its lattice-
work of creepers aml _‘_"l'l‘\‘lllll'il'l'. 1o il the
nesting-place of the redonbtalde conple, Tt
will not le hiard 1o tindl for the binds build
low, nud make n strocture as bulky in pro-
portion to their size nsa Hawk= nest, v is
contmenly boilt ina bnsh or sapling, within
arms’ reach troin the ground, the west proper
resting upon an extensive basement of stout
s, rather lousely laid toeether wnd bristiing
in all direetions, Vpon 2nch s support, the
inner nest s builtcob an endless variety of
sulty tibrous, vegetable substances, =uch as
tems, woeed-tops, bark-strips. entkins,
leaves, mosses, lichens,  &e, all matted
together in such guantity that the cavity
within is greatly reducal by the thickness of
the walls. Svine nests, al=o comain feathers
or fur telted in with the rest of the materials.
There seems to be a gowl deal of differenee in
the steacture of the nest, not o muel aceond-
ing tu the =pecies, as 1o the climate. The
northern-built nests are n=ually fonnd to he
wore compactly built, with a greater quantity
ol soft, warm naterial, than those of the
Lugrerhewd in the Southern States, which are
smaller, more vpen, amld rather looscly woven
than closely felted. In such o bulky amd
mther rude receptacle, thongh o very sul-
stantal one, no tewer than five or six
wmy be deposited, for o Shrike is as mng
emnest in these matters as in the other alliirs
of lite.  Thes=e vary in size, of conrse, acconl-
ime 1o the species, the ¢ggs of the Northern
Shrike being about 1.10° Ly 0.80 iuches
while those of the White-rumpal, or Lugwer-
hend, vnly mensure, on an average, linle i
any over an inch in length by three-tonrths

A much in breadih, They are shaped and ;
colural exuctly alike, however, heing  of!
rounded vval furm, quite blunt at the smnller |

end, and go profuscly gpeckled or marbled all

PTIHE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALINT.

prrpli=h =hades that the grecnishegray gronml-
color is scarcely pevecptibles Should nothinge
romni=s, it i not long Chudubon sayvs tifteen
davs in the case of the frcalis) betore the
nest is crowded with o clamorons ond vore
aciorty brood, whose want= are an ineessant
tax upen the energy and devotion of (e
parent binls.  The eare of the youngsters
world see togive them all they ean attend o,
leatvinge no time wor honse-cleaning: for, ~honld
voir come upon o family of Shrikes, well
erown atd soon to leave the nest, von wonld
tind thing= inan esiremely untidy - condition,

One nestiul atter ancther beine thus el
loose npen the  worbl, the tribee o Shrikes
waxes. Leing proditie s and having tew enemnies
tesides ey they are common binds in most
portioms ot the conmtry, and we readily por-
ceive that they play an important 6l in
natnee's ceonomy. [ st contess that  have
not drawn altogather the qnoest tlattering
pietare, even thoneh Fhave given the donglay
warriors full credit for theie miliaey oper-
atlons3 and 1 min theretore the wore anxions
o show what extremely usetul binds they are,
trom the most practical standpoint possible,
So tur us the Shrike's relations with onrselves
are converned, the balanee is ontively on one
side of the ledger, We ure enormou=ly in
deln o these etlicient destrovers of” ioxions
inseets and injurions quadrapeds,  Thoteh
they Kkill many a bind we shauld wish to five,
the whole resalt in this reond is practieally
nothing to otlret the check they put in the
ageregate upon grasshoppers el other -
desirable forin- of in~cet life.  Nay, more,
the Shrike is entitled to our speciad thanks
aml most fiwvorable  consideration, tor his
interference in onr behalt against the hind-pest

-

of this vountry—the Furopean Sparrow.  In
taking connsel with hersclf, that she might

Lt the Talanee ol her turees, which we so
fantously interfered  with when the Sparrow
mindness seized ue, she bethonght herseli of
the Shrikes, aml in her own mysterions way
she stmmonal these trusty allies 1o her aid,
The Shrikes, nothing loth, went rihit o work,,
amd were abating the nuisanee very pereepti-
bly, when Bostonese idiocy  contronted  them
and eut =hort their righteons warfare.  Men
shot them down in the very nets of destroying
parrow after Sparrow; at each  muarderous
dischinrge ol the gan, o noble Shrike was
martyred in doing his best for the good ol the

over with varivus brownish, reddish, and |community.”
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BRAZILIAN
COFFER STORE
No. 16 Victoria Square,

1s now Open with a full Stock of pure

BBAZ[LIAN COFFEES

~— AND —

TAPIOCAS

J'EESE ARE T'ar COrFEES,!

Samples of which were distributed at the

INDUSTRIAL EXUIBITION IN SEPTEABER.

GOFFEES AND TAPIOCAS

Guaranteed Absolutely Pure.

WARNER?’S

Safe Liver and Kidny Cure,

A SUPPLY JUST RECELVED.

RICHELIEU RENAL MINERAL WATER.
Nature’s Remedy for all diseases of the
Kidneys and Bladder. Seud for pamphlet.

HOM@OPATHY.—A full stock of Medicines
and Books nlways on hand, Agent for
Boericko & Tafe's well-known Medicines.
Physicians supplied.

Humphrey’s Specifics and

Pond’s Extracts.
Country orders promptly filled.

J. A. BARTE, Druggist,

400 NOTRE DAME STREET,

‘GENTLEMEN'S SUITS.

HEAD QUARTERS

—FON —

Shooting, Fishing, Hunting and Sport-
ing Suits of every description,
at the lowest prices.

Suits always ready or made to order
at the shortest notice.

We employ the best workmen ; keep-
ing the most staple and serviceabls
goads. To allourreaders we commend

TH B

BOSTON GLOTHING HOUSE,

Nos. 41 & 43 St. Joseph Street,

As the Establishment to obtain the best
material for the ready money.

FISH & GAME PROTEGTION CLUB

OF THE
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

OFFIORRS ¢

E. €. Monk,,. ...Pr_'en'dem.
I A. Boyer,. +ees Vice-FPremdent.
Thos. ]Imm, ............ T'reasurer,
G. H Matthews, ,..s.00

COMMITTEE :

F J. Brndy, R. I Kilby, H. R. Ives, J. H. Stearns,

Cross, W. S. Macfarlane, F. Henshaw, Alderic
Delchlmpl, E. B. Goodacre, J. 0. Nelson, John Nelson,
V. Parker, Gustave Drolet, H. Rintoul, and Geo.
McKinnon.

Notioces of infractions of Laws for protection of Fish
and Gume should be sent to the Seoretary.
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SUBSCRIPTION, ONE DOLLAR PER ANNUM
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