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The sime is now approacling when
the subject of common schoal education
miust again be brought before the legisla~
ture.  Next scssion shaald give the pro-
vince a uew law, aud who can measure
the influence which that law may exercise
for gond or evil an e destinies of the
country, and on the individuzl weltare of
every pareut and child.  There has been
too tmuch indifference 1o ke importance of
this subject.  ‘T'he peaple do not need to
be toll that wur present plan is detective
{n its support, in its methods of instruc-
tion and its local management.  ‘This is
felt in nearly cvery settlement in the pros
vince. It is only nccessary that every
person should question hinself asta his
personal dnterest in u greater diffusion of
humanising and elevatng training, and
should act accordingly, to bring to bear on
the lenislature a furce of peblic opinion
which would sweep away all the hesitation

of wavering represent;mvewho tear 19 educirion paid for {rom the public pi

mmﬂmm' 18 v; cm;‘m;;qn

vorelk e, CONGRY 1es | vpens
punish them forit.  Toaid in 2xcitinpa
well directed and vigorous cflort in the
approaching ctisis, we shall, even st the
visk of weatisome repetition, again dircet
attention to same of the principsl ohjects
o be cantended fur.

Lirst. We must have public insteue-
tion tor all=-no class disuoctians—n« par-
ty distiuctions— o denominations! distine-
tions, but a broad «lucatonat platform
based on our conmon civilisation and
christianity.  On this grounsd alene can
cound popular education stand and flourish
in small and divided cwmmunities. We
sympathise with the few hunest voices
that ask for reme more direet and exten.
sive recagnition of relipion Man is cone
sistent with leaving the matter of chiis.
tian instruction sulely at the discretion of
the parent; though we believe them o
ba mistaken not only on the grouvnd of
aublic expediency but onthe higher one of
ehristian love and duty.  But it there be
any political pariisans ready to hazard the
education of the peor man’s children for
the infinitely little pain of a linle pelitical
vapital, we trust all good men will deos-
pise and abhar them,

Svondly. We must have 2 geod and
well supported Normal Seninary, to send
well qualified teachers over the length
and breadih of the Provinee, until every
school shall be taught by 2 peraon trained

INOVEMBER 1852. )
in the best methads of conducring  the
work of education.  After 3 few years
such an institwtion will double the value
of the publie and private thuney expended
an the schouls, shurien the time necessary
to oblain a wseful education, and send
forth a much more highly educated race of
young people fram the schools.  “There
are very few persuns not convinzed of the
atility of a Notmnal School; and it is to
bg hoped that its efliciency will not be
cramped by too narrow views of eennainy.
Thirdly, Freeschools suppatied at least
in part by assessment wmust he sccured
before we can hope to have a general dif-
fusion of the Dblessings of education,
This of all educatinual improvegents is
the most opposed—zet i2 must come. The
example of vther culeuies and 1he inter-
estg of the wmass of the pourer pupulativn
must enforce the cknovledgmens ¢f the,
rizht of all ckildren tu 3 cominsg, schaol

duties of trustees, Under all previous law s
this has been muach neglected ; and to thy -
cause we must attribute much of the
invfliciency ot the schonls, ‘The trustees
clected by the people have a large sharo
of substantial power.  ‘This is the hberal
and popular clement in our schont system,
and unless actively worked out to ite true
results, no exertions of oflicers appoints
ed by government can iofuse  satlicient
eneray 1to he schools,

These are the areat objects which we
hiave all along theuaht should be aimed
atn a new hw, and we beg leave now
most urpently to press on the triends of
popular edueation the importance of ine
founing the publie mind and petitioning
the legisfature. To facilitate the laiter
object, and 2t the request of many (riends
of education, we shall ptepare and eircun.
Iste forms of -peotition along with the’
prevent humbey of the Juurnal, and we -
respectfully request thuse who may xdeeives
them i dosiiviidinicomp —
presented to the legislature, respectably
siogned. Persons whao do nut receive
capies, and who are desirons of aiding n
the work of ohtzimng signatures, way
have them by applying 10 the Superinten-
dent of Education

and its protable influerca on  publi.
interests, are now fatnihar to every intelli-
aent man all over the province—let them
set themselves to combat the prejudices of
the ‘znorant, and to sutweigh the influcnce
of the selGsh - Let it be thoroughly utdece
stood that the mteniion is not 1o withdraw
the public grant, butto add to it a sumcenl-
lected frmn property all over the province,
aud employ she united sums in placing a
schanl within the reach of cvery parent,
for just so wuch in addition as he
may choose 10 give ; and that the choice
of tuachess by the peaple or their repre-
sentatives the ttustees, and the independent
management of the affairs of cvery dis-
trict by its o a0 people, wall in no respect
be interfered with, hut on the contrary
greatly extended, while the facilities for
baving pood teachers and sending al) the
children to school will be vasily increased.
Fourthly.—YLilicient annual inspeetion
«f every school by laeal inspectors, acting
under a general head, must be provided
for. This is an important check and
stimulus, and can, on the plan proposed
in the schoal bili of last winter, be
sceured at smail cost.  As it is explained
in another past of this number, no further
remark is nicessary here.
Fyjthiy-~Arrangements fortho regularand
ard o'y electien and perfurmauce of tho

FREY. SCHOLARS.

Tuquivies are frequently wade as to the
number of free schalars allowed by Jaw,
apd the terms of their admizsion On thi-
subject the law is sufficiemly explicit, aud
Trustess shonld be in no doubt us o the
nature of their duties.  The childran of
persaits known to be unable to provide tor
their education have a night o admission,
and should apply for n.  "The Trustecs
cunnot refuse them unless cight free sehu-
lars are already on the histe On she other
hand it is an absolute fraud to make upthe
number of free scholars by admiting clil-
dren whose parcuts arve able to pay. ln
many districis the benevolence of 1eacliers
and trustees adimits more than the requiced
number of free scholars.  In other cascs,
however, there is reason to fear thathere
is a sort of combinating of the teacher and
wealthier parents to exclude the children
of the poor.  Where goad evideuce of this
can be obtained, itaflurds ground for with-
holding the public money from such
schools. Itis to be hoped that ail the
difliculties attending the present distinetion
between paidand freesch :lars will s0on
be removed by the establishmert of Free
Schoals,
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Tho School Bill of Last Ses-
$101. teachera.
(Continued.)

Having given in full the provisions re-
Taung to a Normal School & Assessment,
which are the most prominent now feas
tures in the bill, we shall in noticing the
remaining Sections. refer only to those
clauges which ditfer materially from the
existing law.

Superintendent of Education.— The du:
ties of this officer as principal of the Norp
1al.School have been already referred to,
(No. 1.) As Superintendent he is ro
quested to collect and diffuso information
on all snbjects connected with the im-
provement and prosperity of the Schools;
to supply teachers 1o vacaut districts; 1o
prepare and circulate forms and instruc-
rians: 10 establish Associations and lnsti-
tutes of teachers; to expend the grants
1or school books, apparatus and horaries ;
to report aunually on the staie of the
schools,

In addition to these dcties, he is re-
quired to prepare and publish instructions
for the proper carrying out of all the pro-
visions ot the acl, to print the act and its
accompanying instructions in sufficient
quantity to supply every teacher and
Board of Trustees with a copy, and to
publish an Educational Juurnal for gratu-
itous distribution tv Commissoners and
teachers, The proper performance of
these last mentioned duties alone, will be
of inestimable importance to the cause of
education.

Objcations hava bean made to the union
of the offices of Superintendent and Prin-
cipal of the Normal Schuol. These have
been already answered under the head
s Norinal School,’’ and we need ouly
state here that the arrangement is believ-
ed to be quite practicable, and recom
mends itself on grounds of economy, and
on account of the unity of management
whichit secures. 1f, however, the Len
gislature should prefer, and be willing to
remunerate a separate Superintendent—
there can he no doubt that even i our
amall Province he would have scope for
eaertion in the improvement of education.

Comumissioners and their Clerks.—The
appointment and duties of Commissioners
are in the main the same as in the
existing law. In dividing the school sec-
tions they are required to attach to each
a permunent number, which is necessaty
1o gnable the trustees to perform their du-
ties aright, but this has been neglected in
wnauy districts—the districts not having
been numhered at all, or the numbers fre-
quently changed without notice to the
rustees.

in examining ‘or license the commis-
sioners are required to proceed under a
prescribed furm for each class of tcachers.
This is intended to obviate the injustice
at present inflicted by the variable char-
acter of the examinations before different
Boards, and before the same Board at
diiferent ectings, as well as to give a

They sre also authorized to
cancel the hcense of every teacher fuund
to be guilty of grussly immoral conduct.

In the distribution of she public grant
an important imnprovement is contemnplats
ed. At present the only tangible critor
ia are the sums contributed by the peuple
and the time the school has been kept ;
but is evident that these grounds of diss
trihution often have but a small conneca
tion with the relauve merit and vsefulness
of the schuols, and it is only by referring to
the characler of the instruction —number
of free pupils and other cousiderations of
a somewhat vague and uncertain charac-
ter, that an approach to justice can be
made.

In the new Bill it is provided that the
Comumissioners shall distribute the Provin.
cial grant and also the county assessment
as fullows:

1. To erery school taught by a first
class teacher at the rate of four shillings
per pupil for all pupils in regular attende
ance over 12 weeks.

2. To every schoo! taught by a second
class teacher at the rate of three shillings
for everg pupi! in attendance overi2wesks.

3. The remainder in accordance with
the efficiency of the schaols, and the sums
raised by the people for theic suppert;
provided that the Commissioners mnay re-
serve one sixth of the tunds at their dis-
posal, ta aid poor districts on such terms
as they may think reasunable.

In other words, atout one haif the pub-
ltc money is to be distfibuted in accord-
ance with the number of scholars and
class of teacher, second class teachers
receiving three fourths of the sum per
scholar allowed to first class teachers.:—
the remainder to be distributed on the
same grounds now employed for the dis-
tribution of the whole. Oa this plan it
is evident that a greater induceinent will
be held out than at present to hire the
best teachers. and to send as many children
as possible to school.

Since last winter a new provision in
reference to this subject has come into
operation in Upper Canada, and perhaps
would be found to be a farther iinprove:
ment. It is the distribution of the Pub-
lic money according to the average altend-
ance at the schools.  This is the most eq-
uitable method possible, and if the returns
of thisyearshow t!  pretty peneral atten-
tion 1s being paid to the keeping of school
registers, it may be well to intreduce this
further improvement into our new law.

High Schools, or Granmar Schouls,
are 1o have teachess who, “‘in addition to
first class common school qualifications,”
must be “competent to teach Algebraand
Mathematics, with their practical applica
tions, and if required by the Commission-
ers, Classics and Agticulural Chemistry,
or one of the modern languages.” Such
schoois 210 1o receive from the county
assessment & sum equal to the Provincial

grant, and tho people vt the district are
required to raise an equal 2um. This
will give as the loweat salary of grammur
achoul teachers, £75, and as the ardinmy
salary, £100. ‘T'o obviate the difficods
ties arising from the excessive varicty of
labor at presant requited of grammar
school teachors, it is provided that when
both clussics and wathematics are auglt,
or where children under 8 are adunnied,
there shall be an assistant entitled 10 a
share of common schoal money fur wll
pupils over 30 ; perhaps it might not be
too much to give the allowance fur one
half of the pupils, whatever their nnmber.

1liah schools are o be esiablished fur
a half yoar only, if necessary, as sone
districis are quite unable to furnish the
necessary number of pupils in summer;
and 1he rumber of pupils necessary to
draw the grant 18 to bereducad from 10 to
8. ltishoped that both these arrangements
will better ensure the efficiency of theso
schools and render their support casier.
‘This will be more especially the case if
assessment  be inttoduced.  Particular
directions are also given in the new Act
for settling in an equitable manner the
difficulties which may arise where two or
more sections corpete for the grammar
schoo} allowance.

A very impoutant additiun to the powers
of Commissioners js made in section 40,
which empowers the boards to engage
itinerant teachers for the paor and scat-
tered districts, many of which are now
entirely excluded from the benefits of the
school Act., The commissioners are
also authorised to apply the High school
grants to this purpose, in cases where it
proves impossible 1o establish High
schouls. It has been objected that this
may tend to injure the High schouls.—
This, however, cannot be, as the commis-
sioners have no power to divert the
money from its otiginal destination, unless
after it has been found that no grammar
schoul exists 10 receive it. Further, the
very counties which cannot sustain gram-
mar schools are those which have the
greatest proportion of destitute districts ,
and by the appropriation of the money
10 those schools which they can sustain,
they are only placed on an equality with
the older and wealthier districts ; whereas
under the present system these counties
altogether luse the High school prauts.

‘The dutics and powers of clerks of
commissioners are somewhat extended,
and more exactly defined; and in
event of county assessment, and more
especially when they hold the additiunal
office of schoal inspector, their emolu]
ments will also be larger. From the
nature of the case, many important dut-
ics fall on these officers, and it is desira-
ble that the uffice should be made more
worthy of the acceptance of men of
education and sbility, Under the present
law, the whole managem.ent of the schools
is vasily improved in the districts, (and
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they are nat tew,) winch have able and
wtelisent elerks,

Sehool 1 isitors. —This partion of the
bill gives to all clergymen, commissioners
uf sclinals and justices, the right of visit.
ation, and of advice in the managemery of
the schoole,

Schoal Inspectors —Under ks head,,
an inspector is provided for each districy
under o, board off Commissionezs. e s
o be selected by the Superintendent, and
13 to visit cach school annually, provided
with a. form of questions, prepared by the
soperintendent, ‘These furms, when filled.
up, Lo is to p-esent. as his report to the
comnissinners, by whom they are to be
forwarded 10 the superintendent. He is
alsn, to du all in his power, to diftuse in-
fsrimation, especially sueh as may be
furnished to him fur that purpose. Heis
w receive s for each school visit.

Without these officers, there caunot be
any useful and general school inepection.
‘This was pointed out by the present
auperintendent in his first report, and be
then insizted on the necessity of local
inspectors acting under a general head, as
in Upper Canada and several parts of the
American union,  Since that ime, Lower
Cunada and New Drunswick have adopted
this method of inspection, convinced of its
necessity from the examp.e of the coun-
tries which had previousty adopted ¥, and
there can be no questinn that 1hey will
soon feel its beneficial irfluence, both on
the teachers and supporters of the schools.

1t has been ohjected 1that the remuner-
atjon proposed is tov small. It is based on
that given in Upper Canada, and is the
same in pregortion to the labor required.
If thought desiiable, however, no friend
of ecducation would object to the same
remuneration provided in 1ke new jaw of
New Brunswick, which is as follaws :—

‘¢ Salaries, or remureration for
such inspectors, ° shall in no  case
exceed seven shillings and sixpence for
each inspection made, except in counties
where the 1emuneration by such compen-
sztion would amount to less 1han fifty
pounds, which shall be the mimumum
allowance per atnum for the inspection of
gchiools in any one covmy.” ‘The last
clause would not suit our stoall counties
vr districts.

School Trustces — Under this head are
seee of the must impostant improven ents
mn the new law.  The nustees constitnle
the popular élrment in cur sckeol sysiem,
and represent that ripht of freely selca.
ing  instiuciors for their children, and
managing the aflzirs of their sekiculs,
which the jeople of every fice covnny
should regard as one of their must pre-
eions rights. The (ffice of the trisice
thus becomes one of high irojostance, atd
where itis nrglected the sflains of ke
scheols are eiher miimanaged or they
fall cut of the contiol of the peaple into
that of the «fficers aprointed 1y the
geverswent, or itto the Langs ¢f a few
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self umsmulcd lt.aderﬂ. Any of thcse
results materially impairs the prosperity
of the schools, and diminishes the public
interest in them, and it is to this cauvse
that we must attribute a large proporticn
of their present defects. The rewmedies
proposed. in the new law are wainly
borrowed. from the school Jaw of Camado,
and are as fullows :—

I An annual district school meeting at
which in the first instance 1he trustces are
to be elected, and in all subsequent meet-
ings, oue trustee to s sply the flace of a
valiring member. The trustees must
1eport to this meeting on thelsr manage-
ment during the past year, and must pre-
semt an estimate of expenses lor the
ensuing year, an which the meeting may
decida as to its amouny and the manner of
collection, bus eannet reduco below the
lowest amouns which the trustees may
deelare to be necessary to the efficient
maintenance of the echool.

2, The trustees must appoint 2 secre-
tary, who may be one of themselves or
any other person, and whose duty it will
be 1o collect and pay school manies, keep
the accounts, &c. ‘This officer wili receive
a commission on his collections of 5 per
cent. This last provisian is nccessary in
order to inducu competent persous to act
with energy,~—as experience has amply
shown that in smail cotnmunities like
school districts, the onerous and thankless
duty of collesting school monies will
rarely be properly performed gratuitously.

3. Full directions are given for the
performance of the duties of trustees, in
crecting and repairing school houses, hir~
ing teachers, exawining the school &e.,
g0 that there will be no excuse for the
nunsperformance of these duties on the
ground of want of information.

4. A few clauses have been added to
accemodate the provisions for the perform-
ance of 1the duties of trusiees to the cate
of towns and villages.

With proper exertion on the part of the
superintendent and commissioners, the
provisiens relating to trustees would in a
few years come into universal and active
operation, and would imroduce into the
affaits of the scheols a degree of unifora
mity, premplitude and certainty, aliege.
ther unatainable inthe present Jax and
uncertain cordition of ke legal provisions
telating to tle election a1 d duties of these
important « flicers.

Tiachars — Vuder this head an attewrpt
has teen made 10 specily sume of the
mole imjporsnt culics of 1hie tezcl e~
Mest of these reguire to zemmk 3 lut
cne of shaw is toe injostant 31d delicate
to be passed over withiut a few renatks,
This is his duty in refexerce 1o the all
jmwportisnt mater of 1eligicn. Cn 1this
subjiet tke law 1eguites that he thall
“jreuleste by precept ard (xsmple a
1epect for telipion ard ake principles of
christian n:orality,™ **but that he thall rot
give deneminaticral inehivetion, except by
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desire of the parenls. “This ehoru.lauac
which agrees in substance with the provi-
sions of the law of Canada and New
Bronswick on the same subject, when
taken in conneetion with the other provi-
sions of the law,. leaves the whole sub-
ject of religious instzuetion within the
oonmtrol  of the parems in eaeh school
distries,  'L'he commissioners-are required
to satisfy themselwes of the geod moral
character of the teashers. befura linensing
them. 'The trustees, aeting for the
people, are bound to eclect a teacher who
shall be unexceptionable to the whobe or
the majurity in his meral and religious
eharacter, The teacher on his part is
bound to inculeate thuse great principles
of christizn tyuth.and morals on which all
christians are agreed. This gives him, if
a guod man, a wide and- usefu}. scope. In
addition to this, however, he can give all
instruction of a more particular character
which the parents may requite, and which
his own. religious views may make it
possible for him to give. It must be
remarked, however, that it is a very
mistaken view to suppese that the whole
or even a very large portion of the work
of religious instruction devolves on the
common school teacher. Ilis placc as a
religious instructo: must always be subor-
dinate ta that of the parent at home, and
that of the clueeh, through its ministers,
In this respeet, tho teacher of a day
school is in a very different position from
that even of the head of a boarding
schoal, who has the children always sndor
his care. Taking this limited view of
the teachers’ duties in this department,
which however in no respeet derogates
frem the responsibility of his position, we
think that every christian should be
disposed to admit that the provisions above
referred 10 pive all the guarantees for
religiovs instruction poecible in the eirs
cumstances.  The only otlier alternatives
are the adoption by the legislature of somo
form of instruction as the religion of the
state, or ibe division of the school toney
among the several zects.  The first, even
thoze who believe it desirable, know to be
impossible.  The secend would dissipate
and weste the small mears available for
public insttuction, would deprive many
peor distriets of schoonls, and would
excite an incalculable amount of politico-
sectarian  animosily.  We subjoin  for
ccmparison the provision of the new law
of New Brenswick on 1he subjeet :—
*Aleo 10 exert his best endeavors hoth by
exauple and precept, 1o impress upon the
minds of hisecholars the principles of the
christian religion, morality and equity,
pravided that no child shall be reguired tn
read or atudy in or frem any religious
Leok, or to juin in any exercize of devo.
tion or religion which shall be objected to
by his or her parents or guardiang.”
Here we clese for the present our
comments on the new szcheol law. It
propoges nothing ewtopian or untried, bug
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vnly attempts to introduce improvements
approved by experierce, in conniries
whuse circumstances resemble thuse of
our own. If it have a fault in thie
respect, it is that of nut going sufliviently
far in those directions in which the schoul
systems of all parts of this continent are
now steadily advancing, /s already
stated, sonie of its details will require
modification to adapt it 1o the growth of
another ycar, but in its main provisions it
is hoped that it will prove acceptable to
the intelligence of the country and to &
majority of the legislature.

REMARKS

On the Climate and Soil of Nova Sotia, in

reference to their agricultural capatilitics.
(Comtinued from last number.}

Admitting, however, that the annual
produce of the svil in Nova Scutia, will
b:ar comparison with that of the best
gramn growing districts in America, our
farmers may still be liable te sume disude
vantages from the nature of the climate,
and cspecially from the length of the
winter.

1. T'here may be a deficiency of time
for farm wotk. Prof. Johnston on inguic-
ing into this subject in relation 10 New
Brunswick, finds that the avecape time of
latest plovghing is the 17th November,
and the average time of earliest sawing
the 21st Apnl.  1le infers frum thie that
the average duration of summer, includ-
ing under this term the working time of
apring and autumn.is 8ix mouths and iwens
ty-two days,  Ho then takes three mouths
and 17 days as the averape time required
for the growth of spiing grain, aud cal
colates that the time for spring and au-
tunn work before sowing and atter veap-
ing, is thice months and three days.
‘I'hese numbers are ¢qually applicable to
Nova Scotia, takjug the average between
the earlie~t districts in the western ecoun~
ties and the latest parts of the eastern
hills. On comparing these detes with
those for western New, York, Prof. Juha-
ston finds; “1st, that the winter in West-
ern New Yoik is 22 days’shorter that
that in New Brouswick; 2ud, that this
shottuess consisis in the addinon of 21
days to the cpen weather of fall and une
day to the open weather of spring.”®  Ta
counterbalance this advamiage, he finds
that the New York farmer has a somer
what larger number of rainy days, which
reduce his extra time in fall to between
10 ard 15 days, Thesc facts would in-
duee us to conclude that the advantage in
regard 1o apen weather in New York and
Vpper Canada us compared with Nova
Scotia, does not exceed 20 working days
in the year, and this almost altogether in
the full.  The faniners in those cuuntries
appear to have as much 1eason to coutn-
plain of short springs as we have.

There can be no doubt that the period
for out of duor lsbour in Nuva Scotia is
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much shorter than in Fugland or Seat-
land. It must be remembered, howover,
that the number of rainy days in those
countries is much groater than with s,
and that the action of the frost on the
suil here tende to allow the farmer to dis-
pense with the repeated plunghings nvees-
sary there. Itappears from the meteviolo.
pieal rogister of Mr. Puoje, of il.2 Albion
Mines,that we have an average nuinher of
114 days of rain aud 60 of snow, This is
greater than the number fue New Bruns.
wick as given by Juhnstin, but cons.der-
ably less than that for must parts of Brit-
ain. O this subject Juhnstor. remarks:

“The number of days during which
rain impedes the operativns of the hitish
farmer is notoriously very great. In
some Cuounties, which possess svils of a
peculiacly tenacinus character, it brings
in another cvil than that which attends
the New Brunewick winter. It not only
shortens the perwod during  which the
work uf preparing the land can be done,
but it alsv makes it heavier or moe diffis
cult 1o do.  ‘Fhus the furmer’s eXpenses
in Great Britain are considerably increased
hy the precarious nature of the climate he
hves i,

But in New Brunswicl: the climate is
more steady and equable.  Rains duv not
s0 constuntly fall, and when they du des-
cend, the soils in must parts of the Prov.
ince aro g0 poraus as readily to allow
them to passthrongh.  “Thus the vut-doot
operations of the farner are less impeded
by rain, and the disposable time ke pos-
sesses, cotnpared with that of the British
farmer. is really not to be measured by
the pumber of days at the disposal of
each.”

2. The winter tnuy exert injurious ina
flucaces un grass lands, on stock and on
the emptoyment of fabour, which may
seriously dimimsh the Furiners’ profits.
On the former of these subjects 1 qaote
the fulluwing temarks frem Johuoston

“ The substance of the cvils produced
upon grass land are—Chat when the
winter is changeable, sv that a thaw
cores on and fills the ground with water,
which freczes afterwards, or when the
ground, hefore bicing covercd with snow,
is subjected 1o a severe frost, the grass in
uld pastures and meadvws, and the clover
in artificial grass lands. is lable to be
thrown oot and winter killed,~—that for
the same rcason winter grain cannot be
sown,—that this effeet is less on dry and
light lands than on such as are wet and
heavy, and that carly spring rofling very
much remedics the evil in grass lands,—
1hat when uncovered the fine soil is some-
times drifted before the winds in winler,
—that the melting of the snows in spring
oceasionally chills the svils, causes ihem
10 run to moss, aud sometimes washes
them and diminishes their strength.

‘The cvils complained of here, except
the last, which is doubtful, are expe-
rienced hy New Drunswick in common

with all the uorthern parts of America.
They are unly occasiunal, however, and
incidental, aud o a certain deg e cannut
ke prevented.

The inability to grow winter grain ia
not unfrequent in smune parts of Scoland,
owing to a similar action of the frost, and
the winter killing of the clover is very
generally complained of both in Bagland
and Scotlaud, and wany unavailing rem-
edtes have been tried to prevent it,

Only twe methods can bs depended
upon, as likaly 1o be eflicacivus in lessen-
tng the effects of the alternate frosts and
thaws, .

‘These are, first, a thorough drainage
of the land mnst subject 1o be winter
killed or chitled in spring, that the water
in1y have a more specdy escape, and thus
to a less exteot linger and frecze jo it
The other is the eariy rolling in spring,
recumnteided by Mr Fusmer of Charlotte
County, and practised with so much
advantage in the old country. Where
land is in gaod heart, these two methods
will often preveat the evils complained ol
but for the vecasional scorching eflects 0.
the cold winds, which, like the north west
winds in the uneighbothvod of Saimt
Andrews, sweeps over the ground when
naked, and appears actually to lurn up
the grass, there is un«other remedy, iu
regard to which T may here intruduce a
few general observations, which may
apply also te ~her cuees similar to the
present.

Ou the farms of New Brunswick,
wood is 10 a certain extent considered a
nuisanee which it is desirable to get rid
of, and hence it has aknost every where
been cut duwn indis riminately, and few
attemnpis have bevn m de to plant belts or
clumps of trees. wh+h in Great Britain
are every where fou.d necessary for the
purpose of shelier.  The consequence of
this is, that almost every cleared section
of the country is expused 10 certain culd
or prevailing winds, which scarcely fail
every now and then in producing evidently
injutions effects upnn the farmer’s crops.

Against these winds it is very desiva-
ble that shelter should be procured. If
belts or clumps of the original forests
refuse tu withstand the winds to which
they have bean unaccustomed, when the
trees winch sheliered them have been cut
dow., as I understand is very penerally
the case, then plantations should be made
actoss the course of the prevailing «or
most injurious winds.  Tu witl surprise
persons who have noexperience as to the
effect. of such shelter, to sce how much
goud is produced by it. Notonly are the
stuck kept wann, whizh feed in pastures
so protected, but the herbage and all tho
other crops are remarkably bencfited by
it. 1 know of one formeily unsheltered
locality in the north of Fngland, not
expused 10 the sweep of the sea breeze,
but to the sweep of the wind coming
down a wide valley, the grass upon which
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for paslure, was ralsul from 5s to 40s. an
were of yearly rent, solely by the planting
of belts of tices 8o as to turn off the
prevailing winds.”

With respect to the cffccte of the
winter un"stack  we have these to contend
with in common with all the inhalntants
of the northern parts of Ameriea and
Tlurope: and though this difliculty must
always to a greawer ur Jess degree be felt,
it wav and will be greatly lessencd by
attention to the fullowing puints. B,
Mure comfortable housing of catile, wlhich
will cause a less consumption of fuod.
2, The more cxlended ecultivation of
turnips aud other green erops for winter
feeding. 3, Greater attentivn to the
saving of manures and collection of com-
posts for the purpose of promoting the
growth of green craps, hay and straw.
1t 1s no exaggerstion to say that with as
little attentivn to these pmlll‘! as tlmy
usually reccive here, the winter keeping
of stock would be nearly as difficult in
Scotlaud or IHolland as in Nova Scoua.

Johuston’s epinions on these subjects
ars well worthy of attention,

“I is acknowledged at present by
chemical physivlugists that warmih is
cqual to a cerfain portion of foed—1tLat
an animal which 1s exposed to more cold
will cat more—and oue that is better
housed and warwicr kept will eat drss.—
‘I'okeepan animal cotfortable therefore is
to save fund, and this alone ought to be a
sufficient ingucement, where a scareity «f
winter fuod is complained of.

In my tour ihrough the Provinee, 1
have frequently observed how litile atien-
tion appeared to he paid to the proper
housing of the stock. Wide chiuks be-
tneen the boards or logs, of which the
cattle houses or barus are huilt, or lacge
operings about their fret, too ofien admit
currents of cold air in the winter scason.
Tho most of the prevailing winds alse
find tlicir way through the walls, and the
comfort of the cattle is ihus continually
liable to be deswroyed, the chance of their
thriving iuterfered with, and their cone
sumption of food increased, Those wha
allow such a state of their cattle Louses
t continve, unjustly blame the winter
for what ariscs from their own want of
care.

One of the opinions regarding the
winter, which J have iunseried above,
makes it a matter of complaint that much
cate, atlention and experience are required
to keep cattle in condition while the winter
lasts ; this is no doubt true, but the same
qualifications are necessary to success in
any other branch of husbandiy; and he
who is unwilling to Uestow all he poss
seeycs of them upon the businees in whish
he is engaged, may happen to thrive, yet
scareely deserves to prasper.

Accurding to some, an acre of Jand in
turnips will go three times as far as the
same acte under hay. Crops vary so
much, however, that no general 1ule can
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be established. It is certain unly that by
feeding cattle partly with turnips, and
partly with ha, or other dry tood, not
only will the same extent of land support
marc stack, but the same amount of food
will go further than when eihiecof the twe
is given to cattle singly.  Nor is the good
conferred upon the farmer by large green
crops confined to the immediate influence
upon the catile and upon the extent of
land necessary to support them ; but the
manure of a rich quality which they
arc the weans ol placing av the farmer's
dispusal, enables the same extent of laud
to produce more carn than before, 8o that
in & double sense he is benefitted by this
culture. UHe wpploys less land than
befurs in feeding his cattle, and he grows
more corn per acre on the remainder of
his farm.”

By these and similar improvements
in hushandry, the winter may in fact be
shortened, or s evil cflects on stock
removed.

The dfficulty of finding profitable
employment fur the farmer aed his hired
ien in winter is ofte,, uraed against the
capabilities of our country, espesially for
farming on a large scale. ‘That there is
some difficulty in this need not be denied.
‘There ate, however, many necessary parts
of farm work which with prudent and
industrious men  occupy tauch of the
winter,

Faither, niuch more time should he
spent on manurcs and stock in winter
than is usually given to them. No time
is batter for hauling bug, marsh and sea
mud, and nothing tells more on the im-
provemnent of a fatrm. The saving and
keeping topeth:r of barn yard manure is
also a most important department of lubor,
requiring much attention in winter. The
cutting of siraw and eleaming and buil-
ing of wots fur caule, vegular feeding
and attention to their comfort and clean-
liness, are also mast profitable depart-
ments of winter farm work.  Flax, hemp
and wool, if cultivated in sufficient quan-
tity, conuld alune be made to give profit-
able employment to all the spare time of
winter. ‘{he winter might alsv afford
time for the prosecution by the farmer of
handicraft trades, in the manner so com-
mon in Germany and New Fagland ; and
we must not lorget that the winter is
precious fur the opportunity it afideds of
mental improvement, and that a severa
winter is a good schuol fur a hardy aud
cnergelic people.

The above considerations are sufficient
to shaw thal our long winters are blamed
fur much that is the rosult of our own
ignorance or carelessness, and that it is
our wisest courseé not te condemn our
elimate till we have tried eainestly and
skilfully to break in the winter to 2 uses
ful place in our system of farming oper-
ations. Above all, every wvoung man
sheuld be cautioned against the fuolish
error that there is any where a perfect
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clunatc, or that there are many not in uue
way or anuther subject to drawbacks more
injurious than those of ours.

REPORT
Of the Buperintendent of Education,
{For Tux: HALF YEAR EXDING JULY 1, 1852
HON., JOSEPiI HOWE

Sin :—1 heg leave, in accordance with
the Schanl Act, to present, through you,
to his Honor the Admwinistrator of the
Guverament, a shoet Report for the half
year ending July 1, 1852,

Afier sending in my report for 1851, 1
was occupicd fur some time in completing
the statistical tables and appendices, corn
recting the proofs of the report, preparitg
a draft of a new school Act, issuing a
fourth number of the Journal of Bducas
tion, and attending on the educational
Committee of the House of Assembly.
In the hope that the legislature would
take up the subject of education, and
believing that the whole characier and
efliciency of the schools would ba affected
by the nature of the Act which might be
passed, and that the people were anxi
ously expecting a change a the system,
I devoted much timeto the explanation of
the provisions of the new Bill, buth
orally aud in printed noes. 1 trust that
the time thus spent may not be without
good effeets in the future discussion of the
subject.

In the present advancing state of
education in these colunies, there is much
r.ason to regret that the suhject could
not be satisfactorily diepused of in the last
cession.  “The delay has now left Nova
Scotia in the rear of all the neighbounay
colonies. The law of Upper Canada was
taken as a model in the proposals made
last winter. The Act of 1851 has given
to Lower Cunada all the improvements
contemplated in our late school bill. New
Brunswick and Prince Fdward Islard kave
also in the past winter advanced beyoud
our present law, in making provision for
inepection, training schuols and assecs.
ment.

These facts, so hopeful in their promice
of colonial progress, but so humiliating
10 us as 2 provinee, show that the meas.
ures which 1 bad 1be honor to recommend
in my last report, were not eutvpian or
premature, but on the contrary sbsolutely
necessary 1o enable us to keep pace with
the progress of improvement. Lower
ground could not have been taken with.
out imputing to the legislature an unwor-.
thy pusillanimity, or to the peaple whum
they rcpreecnt, a degree of ipnorancs
and backwardness not found in the athicr
provinces. I trust that the ensuiry
session will show that Nova Scotja is it
unprepared 1n taka & leading place in
providing for the mental and moral trajn-
ing of the young,

In the latter part of March and in
April, 1 visited 27 schools in parts of the
countics or Iali%ax and Pictou, whicl
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had not been ablu to reach in the previous
autumn, and closed up the business of
the educational year, preparatory to the
intended resignation of my office,

Since the first of May, 1 have been
acting ender the engagement entered into
with tho government, by which | have
undertaken to perform, gratuitousiy, all
the duties of the office except thoee of
school inspecticn, and holding educational
micetings,  Uader this arrangement the
fullowing ubjects bave engaged my attens
tion.

Forme of Commissioners' retwrns and:
schoal distrist returus have been prepared
and circulated. A few ehauges proved.
by expericnce 1o bw useful, bave been
introduced into these forms ; and to ensure
uniformity I have supplied the elerks with
printed foxms for all the sehouls.

Books for distribution ts poor schuols
liave been selected and ordered, and have
been in part yeceived, and it is hoped hat
the whole will be ready for distribution
early in automn.  As in former years, 1
kave endeavored, by contracting with the
publishers, to expend the grant for this
purpese as economically as possible. 1o
consistency wilh procuring useful and durs
able bonks.

[ have published the first number of
the second volume of the Journal of
t:ducation, and have the second nuorber
i press. The Journal is as heretofure
distibuted gratis to comwmissieners and
teachers, 1t is 2lso offered to subscribers
at a low rute. In the present year the
Journal will contain, in addition to gen-
eral educational information, the schual
Lili of last session with comsents, and
stch parts of my replies to inquiries in
reference to the operation of the present
law, as may appear to he ot general
mterest.  In order more widely to extend
an interest in school improvement, I have
also arranged with the editors of seme of
thie tost widely circulated newspapers to
publizh asticles taken from the Journal of
{ducation, .

1 shall endeavor, during the course of
e sepmer, to prepare a digest of the
provisions of the new schoo! laws of the
British Provinces and the United States,
ard  to  imtroduce inte my annval
report a careful eonparison of them with
the measures which have been proposed
tor adoption in this prevince, with the
view of submitting fer the cousideration
ul’ povernnent such amendments as ths
fapec of another ycar may have sug-
gested or rendered uecessary.

TFrom notes collected in the past two
=care, with the 2id of recent reports on
sther covntrics, | have in course of prepar-

ation a pamphlet on the agriculture of the
provinee, which I propose to publish in
autuinn, and which I trust may give
additional stimulus o she introduction of
agricultural education into the schools,
ard may., in gome stall dearee confer on
ae povinee hencfits similar 1w those
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which New Brunswick has darived from
the admirable report of Professer John-
ston

I trust that by the above and similar
effurts, the subject of education may be
kept befote the public mind, and that by
the Llessing of an overruling providence,
the delays which have ucci.rred may
ultimately serve the true intoress of
populas iustruction.

I have the honur to be, sir;

Youur obedicnt servant,
J. W. Davesox
Picton, July 30, 1852:

Teachers’ Associations::

YWe occasionally hear of the state of
these soeigiies.  Some are flourishing
and doing good service to the cause,
Quhers are languid,. Now, in the begin-
ning of winter, is a geud time for teachers
who love the work to infuse new life
into them, or to intrnduce them into new
places. At the instisute at T'ruro it was
proposed to take steps toward a general
provinciat union of teachers. Can anz of
our friends nform us if anything hae
been doue in this.

Woe shall be glad to receive from the
Se.rctaries of all the Assuciations reports
of their condition to the clese of the summer
half year; and if short and pithy. to
make ronm for some of them in the school
report for the present year.

Undrawn Grammar Sebool Monies-

Petitions Laving been presented to the
lepisiature fram two districts in reference
to monies of this deseripion; the Com-
mittee on Education, at the suggestion
of the Supetintendent, agreed to recoms
menda general plan for the reappropriation
of theso monies.  The following reso-
1otion was accordingly passed by the
Legislature.

“That the manies heretofore granted
to grammai schools in the several counties
of the Province und remaining undrawn
from the ‘I'reasury, except the sum of £25
to Barringten and £37 10s, to Annapolis
hereinafter mentioned, be granted and
placed at the disposal of the Superintend-
ent of Iiducation, to be emplayed in aidiag
such Grammar Schools as may be hereaf-
ter established, or purchasing bouks and
apparatus for the same ; but no Caunty,
to receive mure than fifty paurds in any
one year.”

Under this resolution any af the dis-
tricis entitled to Grammar Schauls, which
have failod in establishing such Schools
during last nr ihe previous year, and
whose Grammar School Grants are conse-
quently in whole ar in part undrawn,may,
so soon as they have established. legal
Grammar Schouls, draw.from the treasuzy
through the Superintendent their undrawn,
monies for the past years; and seeure an
amount of Bouksand Apparatus sufficient
1o place their schools in these respects on
a most respectable fuoting.  Tiisto ba
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hoped that this substantial hunnty on the
establishiment of Errammar Schools, will
indmce 1the peodle tu make an ¢t to
preveat this important part of the School
Graut from being lost tu  tliese atricte,

Among the districts having undrawn
mmies and in which  wo  believe
schools have not yet been established
are  Southern  Inverness, Richmond,
Parrshorough, Clare and Argyle.  In il
of those districts there ave places which
wmight easily support Gratnmar  Schouls -
and it will certamnly beo discreditobto 11
with the additional inducement now offer-
ed by the Legislature they fail 10 da s,

Boards of Commissioners having une
draww munies, and in whose disiriets
Grarmowar Schouols have been eatablished,
ara beyely vequested to certify the Super-
intendent of the fact, and to state in what
description of Apparatus or Biuks the
monies granted vnder the above resolutioy
may in their judgment be most usefully
expended. This may very well be done
at the regular Nuvember mwetings.

New Publications.

1. A course of Map and Terrestrial Glote
Lessons, with a Seripture Gography
written and compiled for the use of the
Pupilsof the Amherst Female Seminary,.
by K. Yules; {43 pages, 3 maps and a
Srontispicce )

‘This liule work contains a well arran-
ged series of Lessons for the Terrestyial
Globe or map of the hemispheres, and 3.
usaful sketch of Seripture Geography.
It has the rather unusual feature of giv-
ing the pronunciation of all difficult names,
is neatly printed, ard we think well de-
serves the attention of teachers.

3. Bawsen's Map of Nova Scotia.

The secund edition has just been pub.
lished. As a few copiex have been sent
to each Bvard of Commissioners, teachets
will have an opportunity of judging of its
merits for themselves. A new edition of
the Handlook of the Gragrayhy of Nova
Scotia, with a reduced copy of the Map,
and much improved in printing and binds
ing, is now ready, and will e on sale
abou! the 1st November.

3. Rhode Istand Educational Magazine,
Wa have received a few numbers of

this publicatian, which like our own jour.

nal is intended to be circulated gratis a-

maong the educatinnal officers of the State,

and js offered to suvscribers at 50 cts. per
anrum. It coutains much educational and
general information.

4, To be publisked in December or Ja-
nuary—*"*Scientific contributions toward
the improvement of Agriculture in Nova
Scotia.’’  ‘This work wil) include the re-
sults of inquiries and odservations made
by the Saperintendent in. his educational
tours, and a varjety of - useful matter col-
lected from other sources. It is intended
to aid teachers of Agricultural Chemistry
and farmers in applying modern scientific
prinviples 1o the circumstaiices of the Pro-
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vince. It will be a pamphlet of about 50
pagos oclavo,

5. \Welave received specimens of the
following  Educational Warks, published
by Burgess & Co., New Yourk,

Smith’s Quarto Geography.  Neatly
aot up aud tlustrated by goud mape ; but
charpeable with the same fault that has
induced ns todiscountenance all American
Geographical hooks exeept Morse, 1 de-
votes 14 pages of letter press and 11 maps
to the Upited Siates, and only 5 pages
and 3 maps to the whule of Tarope, in-
cluding Great Britain.  Wo should not
Like a view so distarted to be given to the
children of Nova Scotia, and we think it
not desiranle even for thuse of the United
Stutes. A ganeral Geography should give
a well proportioned view of the whole
world ; and the inhabitauts of each coun-
tey should atudy the geography of their
awn partion of the glube in sepurate works
specially devated to it.

Smith's Nlustrated Astronomy. A good
work, well brought up to the latest disco-
varies. and presenting great fucilities for
the study of the heavens as seen iu this
latitude. lts illustrations are numerous
and very well esxecuted. We should
have preferred tt, it the inatter had been
arranged in another form than that of a
catechisinj but on the whole we can re-
commend it to all teachers who pive in~
strictions on astronomy,ot may be desirous
of introdocing it as a general or vecasional
exercise,

Tower’s Intellectual Algdira or Oral
excrcises in Algdra.~—~This is something
quite new to us, aud intended, the author
«ays,io take in Alpebra the place which
Lolburn’s mental Arithmetie has long oc-
cupied in that  studv. We have no

doubt that it may be made to furhish many
useful and pleasant exercises to Algebra
classes.

Reports of Commissioners for 1852.

To avoid unnecessary trouble and post-
age, the clerks of the Commissioners are
roquested to send their rewwrns for the
present year 1o theSuperintedent in Pictou,
as hic will probably be in.that place while
prepating his report.

It is to be hoped that the returns will be
forwarded pusictually “on or before the
31st December” as requived by law, us
mueh inconvenience was experienced Iast
vear in consequence of the long delay of
some of the returns.

Some of the Boards of commissioners
append to their statistieal renort, very
interesting notices of their proceedings, and
of the state of Education in their districts.
‘This appears to have been oontemplated in
the law, and it is much to be desired that
the practice should become gencral. Bug-
gestions in reference to a new law might
also be very appropriately added to the
reporls.

District Assessment.
It would appear that Cape Breton is
taking the lead of Nova Scotia proper in

the intreduction of assessment for schools
ander the prescat law. The following
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extract frum a letter refers to the school
at Coxlieath, near Sydney :—

““Chis school is one of the few in the
Island which is supporied by lucal taxa.
tion, this being the second year of s
being in aperation on that system, and so
far it warks well; there weta oaly tiiree
dissentinent voices at tho last meeting,
and they were parties who had no rela-
tives to educate.  There are 27 families
in the distriet, upwards of 80 children,
46 on the register, 30 average daily attend-
ance in summer 38 in winter”

‘The numbers in attendaace in this ease
are not so Jarge as usual in cases of as-
sessment,  'There is probably sowme local
reason for this of which we are annt
informed,

Industrial Statistics of Nova Scotia,
From the Census of 1851,

Professions and  Trades.—(lergymen,
288;Lawyers, 143: Physicians, 1453 Mer-
chants, 2,415; Persons employed in Manu-
factures, 3,200; Mcchanies, 8,8¢5; Farmers
31,604; Fisherman, 9,927; Seawen, 5,374;
Lumbevers, 1,234,

Buildings and  Properly.—Inhabited
houses, 41,4553 Uninhapited houses, 2,028 ;
Mouses building, 2,347; Stores, Barns &e.,
52,7583 Churches,H57; Schools, 1,096; value
of Real Estate, £8,050,923,

Agriculture—Acres of dyked land, 40,
012; other improved land. 799,310; 1Torses,
48,789; Neat Cattle, 160,857; Milch Cows,
86,8565 Sheep, 282,1805 Swine, 351,333 3
bushels of Wheat, 27,1673 Bavley,196,007;
BRye, 61,438; Oats, 1,384437; Buckwheat,
170,301 Indian Corn,37,475; tous of llay,
287,837; buelels of Peas and Beans, 21,
633 bushicls of Grass Seeds, 3.686; bushels
of Potatoes, 1,086, 785 bushels of Turnips,
467,127; other roots, 82,0235 pounds of
Butter, 3,613,800; pounds of Cheese, 632,
069,

Fisheries.—No. of Vessels, 812; Tonnage,
43,3335 Men, 3,681 No. of boats, 5,161 ;
Nen, 65,7135 Nets and seives 30,1513 cwt of
Dried Fish.196.434; barrels of Salmon 1,669
do of Shad, 3,536; du of Mackavel, 100,047
dy of Herring,53,209; doof Alewives. 5,343;
hoxes of sioked Herring, 15,409; value of
Fish, £217,270; gallons of Fish 0il,189,250
value, £17,704.

Manufuctures.—Na. of Saw Mills, 1,153;
Grist Mills 398; Steam Mills and Factories,
10; Tanneries, 237; Foundries, % Weaving
and Carding establishments 813 Handloowe,
11,086; yards of fulled cloth, 11%,698; yds
of unfulled cloth, 790,1045 yds of Flanuel
219,352; Browovies and distilleries, 173
other Factories, 1315 value of Agricultural
implements,Cabinet Ware and other wooden
manwfuctures, £56,519; Dricks,2,815,400;
vatue of soap. £28,277; Candles, £ 21,210:
pounds of MapleSugar, 11,4415 no. Vesscls
bu';lt 486; Tonnage 87,7765 No of bozts 2,
G4,

Mines, Quarries &c.—~Chalidrons of Coal,
114,992; Tons of Gypsum, 79,7453 .casks of
Lime 28,6033 Iron, 23U tons; Grimdstones,
37,100 tons.

In addition to the above there are large
exports of timber, deals, Dattens, Loards,
building stones, frwit, &c., the amount of
whieh is aot stated

Cumberland has the lavgest number of
Manufacturers, and Halifax of Mechanics,
Pictou of Farmers, and Queens of lumberers.
Cumberland esceeds other counties in cx-
tent of dyked land, in buckwheat and but-
ter.  Dictou hias tho greatest extent of im-

proved upland, and raises the lavgest quan-
tity of wheat, onts, grass seed, and peas and
beans, and has the greatest number of neat
cattle, sheep, horses, and swine.  Colchester
i3 the greatest grower of hay. Cape Breton,
including Vietoria, exeels in mileh cowe,
Jatnenburg excecds the others in barley, wnd
Kingg is tho greatest producer of potatacs,
and Aanapolis of turn‘:}»s and other roots,
ue well as of chieese und simoked  herving.—
Slhielburne cuves the largest quantity of dricd
fish, and prepares the lavgest quantity of
fish 0l 5 Guyshoro of herving and salmon,
Colchester of shad, Halifax of mackerel, und
Invernese of alewives.  LColchester smelts
most Iron, Pictou raises most conl and lime;
Hants quarrics most gypsum, and Cumber-
Innd most grindstones 3 Halithx manufie-
turer most leather, bLricks and male aml
distilled liquors; Inverness most fulled
cloth ;Colehester most not fulled; und Pictou
most flannel.
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Practical Lessons on Schools from
Boston.

1. The repsect in which teachers ot
youth are held, and the value attached to
their Jabors. ‘The teachers «f the public
schools in Boston rank with the wembers
of the Legal and Medical professions ;
and several of thoso teachers receive
larger salaries than the Governor of the
State. The Bustor city Superintendent
of Schools (having the oversipht of 210
schauls) receives a salary of $2,500, or
L6256 per annum.  Thie Secretary of e
State Buard of Education receives a
salaty of $2,000, besides his travelling
expenses. ‘The Salary of the Governor
is only $2,500 ; and that of the Suvcretary
of State §1,600. To no auffices or des
partinents in the State is higher impont-
ance and valve atached than to those
connected avith public common schioul
education.  The daughter of the present
President of the United States awas tavo
ar three ycars sinoe a Normal School
Swudent at Albany, and since then a
Teacher at a prblic school in Buftylo.—
Governor Sgwarp, of New York, vas



45
unce a common school T'eacher ; ard a0
was Dr Jsnep Sparxs, present President
of Havatd College or Cambridge Univer-
ity 3 and 80 was the great Danir, Wen.
srzr, who was so rematkable fur the
accuracy and precision of Lis language
when a teacher, that certain young iadies
gave him the cognomen of Mr ¢ St
Specclie”’ These dintinguished men exerted
themselves as much by their industry
and character tv honor and make honor.
able 1ho position of cominen  echaol
teacher, as they have since to do hunor to
the more promaent, though not more
Loworabl -, positions to which they hava
beer called by the voies of their fellow
c.lizens,

2. The iuterest and affection with
which every man of every  prafessian,
pursuit and condition regards the common
sclioolz, is another circumstanes which
wust impress the mind of the ubserving
visitur at DBoston,  1n his converastion
and inquines, he will ind there no class
of hterary, professional or public men
who leok upon the comman sclivals as no
cncern of theirs, as a matter beneath
their attention, if not as an inuovaling
uuisance.  Frum the Governur downa
wards, every man with whom yon meet
sud converse on the suhject refers to the
cymmun gchools as the glmy of the city,
the fiest and wost vital interest ot the
State——that 10 whieh all other interests
are quite sccondary—the first and most
potent fever of civihzation, and the palla-
divm of public liberty.  You will find no
differencz of sentiment on this subject,
and little diversity of fecling.  Iivery man
feels himsell as much wubiigated and cone
cerned to support the public schouls, asto
support public order and libenty.  Sucha
f+cling is the enul ot erfightened patriot-
1m, and is the great desideratnm in ovr
country, Tty prevalence and predomin.
ance would produce an amazing revolntion
i1 (he poblic press, and elevate and ex-
paud the entire public heatt to the gener
ans and neblest impulses of an intelligent,
industrious and free peoplo.

3. A third circumstance, impressive
and suggestive 1o the Canadian visitor in
Boston, is the system of palice in res-
pect to juvenile affenders.  They aresent
to schonl and set at work, under a system
uf oversight and discipline, parental,
jadicial und christian.  Truancy at schoul
and vagraney in the streets are Jegal
oYznces, and are surg to place the young
offznders in a corrective schoo} of instrue
tion aad employment adapted to weaken
every viciaua propensity, and develope
anl strengthen virtuous principles and
habits. Some most respectable citizens
commenced their carcer of vintuo and
guccessful industry in these schools of
cerrection and reformation,  Thus is vice
npt in the hud, the number af criminale
r:duced by scorez, the number of useful
cilizens proportionably increased, the
prevalence and influecce of crime and the
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expenscs of criminal jurisprudence vasly
reduced,  Political economy, un less than
Chnistian philanthrephy and benevolence,
requites sometiing of the same kind to be
done, to prevent the maltitudes of idle
and vicious youths in our citics, towns and
villages fiom becoming a giant race of
criminals, expensive, miserable, and dan
gerous, insicad of being made imelligent,
happy and useful citizens.

4. Another circumstance which “mth
attrac!s the eye and arrests tl ¢ attenton
of the visitor in Boston, is the cconomy
and taste evineed in public school architee-
ture.  'The school hovses are nut indved
the most expensive, but they are among
the most beautifully eitnated and the finest
huildings in the city— removed from the
uotses of the  #eets, ecatral in the
districts fur which they have been esected,
—plain but elegant without, admicably
arranged,  completely  turnished, and
prrtecily clean within—cach costing abent
$10,000, Lesides the grouads, and each
accomadating {rom 800 to 1,000 prmls—
cach having a head master with several
assistants, mostly females—each includ-
ing a primary, iutermediate, and grammar
(ur lnglish high) schuni—the premises
throughout neat, and the pupils cleanly
and orderly. Rt is the result of long
experience in this model city for schonls,
that 11 is much cheaper to build oue larae
house for the accomodation of 1,000
children, than to buoild ten houses (or the
accomudation of 100 each, or five houses
for 200 each ; that it is much cheaper to
warm and furnish one such house than ten
sma!l ones; that it is much cheaper to
emplay one able head master with reve:al
assistants, for one large school, than to
employ ten head wacters for ten swall
schouls ; that 1,000 pupils can he more
advantageously classified, according to age
and attainments, taneht and- advanced
from division to division, from class to
class, and from schoul to schionl, when
collected in one large house, and under
one master and syttem, than when divided
in ten buildings, under as many different
masters, if not systems.

5. Should a Canadian visitor who is
familiaz with the methads of traching
pursued in out Normal and Madel Schools,
enter one of the spacinus school-houses
in Doston, and witness the excrcises
aud examination of the pupils he would
be struck with the similarity of the me-~
thads of teaching adopted in Boston and
being introduced into Canadian schools,~—
the methnd of teaching to observe, inves-
tigate, and think, and not merely to re-
member—the method of teaching princis
ples and things, and not merely sules and
words, of exercising all the faculiies, ra-
ther than loading the memory, of drawing
out and developing the powers of the
raind, rather than of crammieg it. There
are also two other features of the Buston
schools werthy of rote and 7 1itation—
namely, the pron inence given to vocal

-
music and lincar drawing ; buth taught to
an extent traly credituble cnd really sur.
prising, and that without the lexst mters
ferenca with wiher studies—thus faniliar-
ising the eye and the haud with the hand-.
iwork of nanre aud art, and attuning the
hieart 2ad vuive tn the praise of sature’s
God.~Jour. of Edu,

“Wehear: a Sage."
We heard a sage of eur Fugland say,
“She is strovg hy forge and loom,
But where will the suutl of the cldevday -+
In these trading times tind room—
e soul that hath gotten our land renowt

By the patriet's sword and the martyr'«
crown ?

“Banner and battle-lng ave fmled,
Glory aud valor wane,
We have come to the workalay of the warld,
To the times of toil and zain,
The song and the symbol loge theiv hold ;
Ourhandsz are trong, hut our hearts ave celd,
For fith hath come to the beught and sobd,
It s only these that yeign.

$Our pecple’s sport and vur children®s play
Fhey have sounds from shop atd schicol,

And ever the ol of youth grons grey
With the Reckener and the Rule,

With the husks of knowledge dry and dead.

With the strite for gold and the ey for bread.

S that half-seer spak2,—and n.ore
Had said, but one who passed
The twilight stand of his narrow love
Replicde=*¢ Leok forth at last [page
From thy bounded school and thy tiusted
On the breadth of thy Jand’s brave heritage

Tt is rich with glovious victories
0’er the ol aterial powers,—
"The Titan gods that from cldest Qay
Have warrad with us and oury,
It hath conquered the might of time and
space,
Tt hath braken the baws of clime and race,
It hath won for human treedom place
From life's dusty wants and dowers.

“Great hearts of ol by the Druid’s tree
In the towers with vy gremn
Have pined away in the wish to sce
The ihings that we have seen.
Yet never had Englind nobler scope
For the martyr’s taith or the patviet’s hape.

“Her march is swift, Lut the way is fur
f'o the goal where conflicts cense :
Fer wide g the search and long the war
That niuet wak the world’s release.
But strength and clicer to the humblest haml,
To the feeblest step in that van-ward bamd
Who have won such conquests for our land,
In tho battle-fickds of peace !

Tondon, 1852, Fraxces Browx,

A Child's Evening Prayer.
Jesus, Heavenly Shepherd, hiear me,
Blesa thy tittle lnmb to-night 5
Thraugh the darkness be thon near me,
Wateh wny »lecp till morning light.

All this day thy hand has led me,
And I thunk thee for thy cave 3

Thou hast warmed, and fed, and clothed wo
Listen to my evening prayer.

May my sins be all forgiven §
Bless the friends I love 8o well

When I die take me to Heaven,
Happy there with thee to dwell.



