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GOD RENEWETH THE FACE OF THE EARTH.

¢ The bursting buds look up
To greet the sunlight, while it lingers yet
On the warm hill-side—and the violet
Opens its szure cup
Meckly, and countless wild flowers wake to fling
Their earlicst incense on the gales of spring.
Continual songs arise
From universal nature—birds and streams
Mingle their voices, and the glad earth seems
A second Paradise!
Thrice blessed Spring! thou bearest gifts divine!
Sunshine, and song, and fragrance—all are thine.
Nor unto earth alone—
Thou hast & blessing for the human heart,
Bulm for its wounds, and healing for its smart,
Telling of Winter flown,
And bringing hope upon thy rainbow wing,
Type of Eternal Love—thrice blessed Spring !"

The year as it rolls is full of God. Sweet Spring has opened its song of
praise. Its spiritual aspects may well gladden our hearts, as its gentle foot-
steps come stealing over forests and fields. The prospect of a full harvest is
good, yet should it come to a blighted, frozen, dead soul—what gain is therel.
Notes of thanksgiving rise heavenward from myriads of creatures all tasting
of God’s goodness. Shall the laye of birds put to shame the ingratitude of
Man? Look then at the handiwork of God in renewing the face of the earth.
What an aspect of beauty breaks on our view on every side! The boundless
resources of the Almighty stand out before us. An energy that never tires
flings from the fountain of life ten thousand forms crowned with beauty.
Supreme taste presides whero the lily grows ; silvery and golden feathers on
the wing of insect and bird rival the robes of Monarchs,—whose hand gives
that loveliness? No power of a creature could form a blade of grasa, The
skill of the Artist may imitate flowers or fruit, but the life is absent ; growth,
fragrance, usefulness are wanting. The power of God giveth life.

The ceaseless care of an all bouttiful Creator securcs that seed-lime and
harvest shall not cease. God prepares food for Man. ¢ The eyes of all wais
on Thee.” What wide spread havoc would result from a couspiracy among,
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Men to sow no seced—that were madness unthought of—yet without the smile
of God in renewing the face of the earth, sced though sown would rot and
perish. The tenderness and love of God walk forth in Spring clothing the
pastures and hills with verdure. ¢ Ile watereth the hills from his chambers:
the eurth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. Ilc causeth the grass to
grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man : that he may bring forth
food out of the carth.”

To man, the dweller on carth, this renewal of its face presents emblems of
his state. Iluman life is compared to the flower of the field. He cometh
forth as a flower. In spring our senses are regaled with the beauty and fra-
grance of flowers, yet soon they wither away. Human flowers soon fade.
Life is short and uncertain, even as the grass of the field which to-day is, and
to-morrow passeth away. This life, however, is the spring time of man’s
existence. Then must sced be sown for eternity. A spiritual husbandry,
the toil and care of which is of vast importance, is crowded into the spring-
days of our life on earth. What is committed to the soil of the aflections
now, will yicld fruit hereafter. Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also
reap. An opportunity of great improvement comes with the renewal of the
face of the carth. A single seed will yield 2 hundred fold. In the granary
it abides alone; in the soil, harrowed in hy prayer and blessed by God it
bringeth forth much fruit. Spring-work, however, must be done in its own
season ; delay till summer, and vain the toil, it is too late to sccure the end.
Thus with the interests of the soul, Now is the accepted time, it may be too
late on a dying bed to seek mercy, and surely it will be too late to pray in
hell.  In the season of youth it is well to decide for God.

How wmany changes take place in the weather during spring! It is a strug-
gle between winter and summer.  Such is life, a scene of vicissitudes. Here
we have o continuing city. The leaves sosweet, so bright, and green, are soon
to fall.  'We all do fade ns a leaf. The promise too of spring is frequently
much greater than is realized. Fruit trees blossom, the stalk of corn appears
healthy and strong, yet the look of orchard and field may be deceptive : frost,
mildew, rust and other sources of disappointment may set to work. Thus in
life many things which men expect fail them. Iopes prove fallacious.
Promises are forgotten. As the morning cloud, and as the carly dew, the
gooduess that appeared beautiful as the bloom of spring may pass away.

The renewal of the face of the earth ought to remind man of the necessity
of the renewal of the soul. Should the dreary winter of sin last in the heart,
no joy can ever reign there. In the thick-ribbed ice of a carnal mind, no
plant of righteousness can zrow. The snow melts before the breath of spring,
and the soul under the influence of God’s love is subdued. Truth springs
out of the carth. Tor as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden
causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will
‘cause righteousness and praise to spring forth. What hope is there of an
eternal spring? The corn of wheat has fallen into the ground, it does not
abide alone; the death of Christ has destroyed the power of death, ¢ Sweet
fields across the flood, stand dressed in living green.” Christ in you the hope
of glory. The indulgence of this blessed hope is not without a struggle ; as
in spring the rencwal of the face of the ecarth is advanced, frost and cold
4luctantly yield their grasp, so in man’s soul the contest between sin and
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holiness goes on.  The seeptre is ultimately forced from the hand of stern
winter, and so grace leads on to the expulkion of sin from the soul.

The resuscitation of life, in the renewal of the face of the earth, speaks to
the believer of the glorious resurrection morn. To the eye of sense, apart
from experience how unlikely the change produced in spring. Nature awakes
to sing anew the song of its youth. Life reappears after an apparent death.
“Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming in the which all that are in the
grave shall hear His voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resur-
rection of damnation.” The body sown in dishonour shall be raised in glory,
and then death shall be swallowed up in victory.

¢« The seed, the insentient seed,
Buried beneath the earth, and votted in tho soil,
8tarts from its dusty bed,
Respansive to the voice of Spring,
And covers mead and mountain,
Field and forest, with its life,
Myriads of creatuves, too, that lay
Az dead as dust on every inch of ground,
Touched by the vernal ray,
Spring from their little graves, and sport
On beauteous wing in fields of sunnied air,
Shall this be so? Shall plants and worms
Come forth to live again? And O ghall Man
Descend into his grave to rise no more ?
Shall he, the master c{ this world,
Image and offspring of the Foxrar Lirg,
Through endless ages sleep in dust?”

SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

Recent developments in Parliament and elsewhere of the demands and
expectations of Roman Catholics arc well fitted to awaken the earnest thought
and devoted action of the triends of religious freedom and of our Common
School System in Canada West. We utterly disclaim a spirit of religious
animosity to any of our fellow citizens; that, however, does rot demand of
us a cowardly and tame submission to the perpetration of wrongs, and an
indifference to the progress of events which, if unrepelled, will issue in the-
destruction of interests of the most precious character. Qur Common
School System, from which good fruit is justly expected, ought to be allowed
to grow undisturbed without the introduction of what would seriously mar
its results, if not destroy it altogether. That system knows no distinetion of
sect or religious party, but admits all to the privileges of a secular education.
We are not aware that just xud established complaints are entertained against
the working of the system as partial to one denomination and oppressive to
another. Should cases of that character occur means of redress are open and
provided for. The Separate School Bill introduced by Mr. Seott, of Ottawa,
is therefore in our view unfair in its general principle, and in many of its
sections secks to provide privileges for Roman Catholics which are withheld
from others. With deep regret we learn the position of many of our public
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men, and the fecble minority found to resist the second reading of the Bill,
by which, what we must regard ag unrighteous, is intended to become law.

A glance at some of the scctions of this obnexious Bill reveals to an
intelligent reader its true nature and spirit:

FIVE HEADS OF FAMILIES MAY CALL A PUBLIC MEETING.

Sec. 2.—Any number of persons, no less than five, being heads of families, and
free'solders or houssholders, resident within any echool section of any Township,
Vi'lnge or Town, or within any ward of any City or Town, and being Romun
Ca holics, may convene a public meeting of persons desiring to establish a Sepa-
rat + School for Roman Catholics, in such School Sectivn or ward, for the man-
age.uent of the same,

POWER OF TRUSTEES,

Se3. 6.—The Trustees of such Separate Schools furming a body corporate under
this Act, shall have the same power to impose, levy and collect school rates or
sabscriptions, upon and from persons sending children to, or subscribing towards
the support of such schools, and all other powers in respect of Separate Schools,
as the Trustees of Common Schools have and possess under the provisions of the
Act relating to Common Schools.

EXEMPTION FROM COMMON SCHOOL RATES.

‘Sec. 11.—Fvery person paying rates, whether as proprietor or tenant, who, by
himself or his agent, on or before the first day of' March in any year, gives, or
who on or before the 1st day of March of the present year, has given, to the
Clerk of the Municipality, notice that he is & Ruman Catholic, and a supporter
of o Separate Schuol situated i the said Municipality, or in a Municipality con-
tiguous thereto, shall Le esempted (rom the payment uf all rates impused for the
.support of Common Schools, and of Common Sehool Librariee, or for the purchase
of lang or erection of buildings for Common School purposes, within the Muni-
cipality, for the then current year, and every subsequent year thereafter, while
tie continues o supporter of a Separate School. And suchk notice shall not be
required to be remewed annually; and it shall be the duty of the Trustees of
-every Separate School to transmit to the Clerk of the Municipality or Clerks of
Municipalities (ns the case may be) on or before the first day of June in each
year, a correct list of the names of all persons supporting the Separate Schools
-under their management.

SEPARATE SCHOOLS ENTITLED TO A SHARE OF THE PUBLIC GRANY.

Sec. 15.—Every such Separate School shall be eatitled to a share in the fund
annually granted by the Legislature of this Province for the support of Common
Schoole, and shall be entitled also to a share in all other public grants and allot-
mects for Common School purposes made by the Province or the Municipal
-authorities, according to the average number of pupils attending such school
during the twelve next preceding months, or during the number of munshs which
may have elapsed from the establishment of a new Separate School, as compared
with the whole average number of pupils attending school in the samo City,
Town, Village or Township.

This section provides that the pupils be reckoned irrespective of age.

AVERAGE NUMBER OF PUPILS,

Sec. 16.—But no such Separate School shali be entitled to a share in any such
fund, unless the average number of pupils so attvading the same be fifteen or
more {periods of epidemic or contagivus disenses excepted).

HOLIDAYS.

Sec. 21 provides, that the holidays and vacations appointed hy the Board of

Public instructivn * shall not be binding on Ruman Cutholic Separate Schools,
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but the Trustees of overy such school may Preacribe the observance of such other
holiduys and vacstions as they may sce fit.”
ROMAN CATHOLIC CLERGYMEN EX-OPFICIO MEMDERS OP THR BOARD.

Sec. 20.—Roman Catholic Clergymen, who are either incumbents, or have
pastorul charge in missiong, parishes, or other pastoral divisions, shall be, res-

ctively, members ex-officio ufp ench Board of Trustees of Roman Catholic Separate

hools, established within such mission, parishes, or other pastoral divisions,
RULES OF MANAGEMENT.

Sec. 22.—In all Roman Catholic Separate Schools, no other rules shall be
enforced for the government or managemeot of such schonls, and no books shall
be introduced or prohibited without the approbation of the Trustees of such
Roman Catholic Soparate Schools.

The public provision for the training and education of any class in the
community, in the religious dogmas of that clues, is grossly inconsistent with
the declured principle of our legislation, that the union between Church and
State shull be dissolved. We fail to see that this measure is anything else
than an endowment of Romanism. Strongly would we object against any
Protestant community becoming a cliimant on the gencral revenue for the
diffusion of its peculiaritics, but that antipathy to the system that beggars
and demeans the Church of Christ, gathers into intense determination to resist
its progress, when made to extend and diffuse a system in our midst which
has blighted in other lunds the temporal and spiritual interests of men. It
is surely shortsighted policy in any party to join in making demands on the
State purse for denominational necessities, when thereby strength and consist-
ency are given to the foes of truth and freedom. Unity among Protestants is
called fur from the pesition and circamstances of Canada, to watch and resist
the aggressive inrouds of a common euvemy. Yet we despair of such combin-
ation while a struggle is maintained to obtain subsidies and favours from the
state for their own desominational ends.

THE REV. R. K. BLACK’S LOSS BY FIRE.

The readers of this Magazine will be grieved to Jearn that on the forencon
of Thursday, the 15th May, the residence and out-houses of the Rev. R. K.
Black, at Middleville, Lanark, were entirely consuined by fire. The premises
had been insured, but the policy, which had lately expired, had not been
rencwed ; so the entire loss, amounting to about eleven hundred dollars, falls
upon our worthy brother. The house was bis own. In a letter communicat~
ing this painful intelligence, he adds, as a gracious alleviation, ¢ But the Lord
has mercifully spared to me my family, and most of my furniture and effects.”

We shall all with hearty sympathy comply with his request, that we should
pray for him, that this severe struke may be sanctified to him and to his
people.  The Lord often afflicts His Ministers for the Church’s sake, that
their wministrations may be enriched with fresh unction, and with deeper
experimental adaptation. If we could see how greatly the Church is bene-
fitted by the discipline through which her Ministers are often brought in the
school of' personal afiliction, we should recognize in such expericuces a publio
character, as ¢filling up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ for
His budy’s sake—the Church.” The labours of our afflicted brother have
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been in former years remarkably blessed to the Lanark people. May this
severo Joss result in their great spiritual gain, that our devoted brother may
have to rejoice abundantly on their account.

Sowme will be likely to contment on this lamentable loss, that after all it was
selfimposed, through neglect of the proper precaution iu keeping up the
insurance. This is by no means a matter of course. Many ministers are so
straitened in their resources that they cannot command the requisite amount
just at the time the policy expires. Besides the inadequacy of support too
often given them, there is not unfrequently a deluy in paying even the smali
quarterage that bas heen promised. Where such a loss as this arises
from that cause the minister may be wholly frec from the responsibihity, and
in the Divine regard the people may be under moral obligation to indemnify
their Pastor’s loss. These remarks are not designed to apply to this particu
lar case, further than to parry the force of the upbraiding supposed. by sug-
gesting some possible explanation or extenuation of the omission. The duty
of keeping up the insurance policy should be foreibly impressed on us by this
recurrence of the frequent coincidence of a policy having luteiy expired when
the property is consumed.

No less than four of our Ministers have of late passed through this fiery
ordenl, and in fwo of these instances the insurance had just run out! It
cannot be presumed that they permitted this through indifference or forget.
fuloess, for as a cluss, ministers give abundant practical evidence of their
appreciation af the importance of insurance, and certainly they are generally
too well trained in fulfilling appointments, to forget this matter. Yet our
Ministerial brethren will do well to lay to heart these sad lessons from the
experience of some of their own circle, and be doubly careful not to suffer
their little all to stand exposed for a single kour without an adequate irlzaszzr-
ance. R

Trans=Atlantiv Befrogpect.

Eleven years have passed since the Great Exhibition of 1851, and this
May-day has witnessed in Londor aunother of those grand, imposing spectacles,
which once seen can never be forgotten. The world has grown wiser during
these years, and although some of the lessons it has learned are bitter enough,
they will be blessed in the end if men will but heed and be guided by them.
We all remember the day-dreams in which we indulged about the Pulace of
Glass, we named it the Temple of Peace, we thought that those who breathed
its atmosphere would thenceforth be filled with love to all markind; all
hatreds and national jealousies; old sores, and hitter recollections were to pass
away, melted and dispersed by the May-day sun which shone through crystal
walls. Flags which bad too often met in hostile array hung peacefully side
by side ; the representatives of every nation under heaven interchanged salu-
tations, and from the dying swell of the organ there seemed to arise again the
angels song, *¢ Peace on earth, good will towards men.”” And how has the
dream heen realized? How have the years fulfilled the prophecy ?  Ah we
all know ! probably during no similar space of time have there been wars in so



TRANS-ATLANTIC RETROSPECT. 373

many parts of the world. Europe has witnessed thousands fall upon the
sunny plains of Ttaly and the bleak Crimea ; Asin—the terrible Indian mutiny,
two Chinese wars, and a Burmese war; Amerien, the present fratricidal and
relentless conflict between North and South.  What then shall we conclude,
that these exhibitions are useless and should be abandoned ? By no means,
but simply that they can never take the place or do the work of the religion
of Christ; it is the spread and prevalence, the thorough triunsph of that alone,
which shall ever make the nations *¢ beat their swords into plough shares and
their spears into pruning hooks.”” Trde and commerre—mutual interests
will do wuch, but they will not reot out those cvil passions from whence come
wars and fightings, which have, and will, in the absence of nobler princi-
ples, still afifict and desolate humanity. We rejoice to hear of the suceessful
opening of this second Exhibition, and we carnestly hope that all the good of
which it is capable, directly or indirectly, may be accomplished by it; that
many who visit London this summer from Pagan, or Mobhammedan, or Cathelic
countrics, may carry back with them the pearl of great price, and be the
messengers of the everlusting gospel to their erring countrymen.  And in the
interests of universal peace we also hope, that if any of us are spured to
pass through another decade of years, we may see it far more free from wars
and rumours of wars than that which tollowed the Great Exhibition of 1851,

The visitors to the English Metropolis this summer will have one privilege
which they can get in no other city of the world, that is, of attending the
May MEETINGS, those noble manifestations of the piety and liberality of
the churches of our fatherland. We who cannot attend them must however
be coutent with a report of their labours, and as the space we can give is
smull, and the number of socicties which demand notice very many, we can
but furnish the briefest synopsis of the operations of the larger ones, in raost
cases little more than an abstract of the report. We believe, however, that
this wil) gratify many who have not access to a niore extended account of
these anniversaries. We begin, as is fitting, with that uoble institution the
BisvLe Sociery. Some fears were entertained this year for the harmony and
success of the meeting in consequence of the withdrawal of many Episcopal
Ministers from its labours. We are gratified to find that the meeting was as
fine in every respect, in numbers and in spirit as any previous year.

The Karl of Sbaftesbury worthily occupied the chair, Among those pres-
ent were the Bishop of Bangor, the Bishop of Cashel, the Dean of Carlisle,
Rev. B. W. Nocl, R. W. Dale, &e.

The following is an abstract of the report read by Mr. Jackson :—

“The details of the past year’s operations justified them in the sanguine view
they entertained of the society’s hallowed viork, and pruved that God had blessed
them, and that the smile of llis countenance still rests upon them. In France
the issues of the past year had exceeded those of the year preceding and had
reached an agzregate of upwards of 88,000 copies of the Scriptures, In Belgium,
although there had been a diminished circulation of the Scriptures, there had
been abundant cause for thankfulness to that God who continuad to bless their
efforte. In Holland the ngents had been able to furnish favourable reports hoth
us to the issue of the Bible and of the labours of the colporteurs. At Cologne
the number of copies issued wae 71,000, while 36,000 copies had been sent from
its depot to otker agencies. In Frankfort the proceedings of the agency had been
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marked by considerable nctivity. The issues had been 83,000, and there was an
increase in tho receipts of £136. At Berlin, the committoe rejoiced that the
present Kiog, like his predecessor, had expressed himself as favourable to the
gociety, and as taking a lively interest in its welfare. In Donmark considerable
progress had been made in the distribution of 1™ Seriptures, and the issucs,
which last year amounted to 6,000, amounted this yoar to 10,000. 4,300 copies
of the Scriptures had been circulated at Christinnia, and at the other depots
there were also indications of steady progress. In Sweden the circulation, which
the agent thought last yenr had renched its maximum, had excoeded it by 19,000
copios, the total issue being 91,000, In Spain, the action of the society was alto-
gether suspended in consequence of the opposition from the Government and the
violent persecutions to which the recipents of the Bibles were exposed. A simi-
lar course had been pursned with regard to Portugal. With regard to Italy, it
was impossible to tago even n hasty glace over that laud, so long the scene of
moral degradation and sgi-itual darkness, and to mark the contrast between its

resent position, and its ast, without exclaiming, * This is the Lord’s doing, and
1t is marvellous in our eyes.” Wherever the good seed of the Word was sown in
that country there were indications of a speedy harvest. In Lidia the work was

roceeding with some vigour. In Caleutta 29,000 copies of the Scriptures had
geen circulated, missions were multiplied, and the Christian element was being
recognized to an extent that has never ({et been koown. The report then
reviewed tho operations of the society in India, China, New Zealand, Cunada, the
United States, and other countries, and concluded with the following statement :
The receipts of the year ending March 31, 1862, have exceeded those of any pre-
ceding year (excluding the special funds). The amount applicable to the general
purposes of the society is £30,923 3s. 8d., being nn incrense of £6,668 12s, 4d.
over the preceding yenr; while the amouat recetved for Bibles and Testamenis
has been £76,570 17s. 8d., or £6,148 17s. 7d. less than in the preceding yenr.
The total receipts from the ordinary sources of income have amounted to £167,-
684 1s. 4d., being £519 14s. 9d. more than in any former year. Yo the above
must be ndded the sum of £63k 13s. 8d. for the Chinese New Testament Fund,
and £128 0s. 5d. for the Special Fuand for India; making a grand total of
£168,443 158, 5d. The issues of the society for the year are as follows: From
the depot at home, 999,957 ; from dopots abrond, 595,291—1,595,248 copies. The
total issues of the society now amount to 40,910,474 copies. The ordinary pay-
ments have amounted to £140,808 5s. 8d., and the payments on accoun: of the
special funds to £3,943 1s. 9d.; mnking the total expenditure of the year to
amount to £144,751 7e. 5d., being £20,711 4s, 9d. less than in the preceding
year. The Female Bible Mission had also been of signal service, the numZer of
missionaries being 166, and the number of copies ciroulated by them during the
year being 8,500, at a ovst of £917. A space has been obtained in the lnterna-
tional Exhibition for the society’s publications, and there are exhibited there 196
versions of the Bible in 135 dialects.”

Amouog the speakers was our old friend, Rev. Lachlan Taylor, late of the
Upper Canada Bible Society, who made one of his usual florid addresses and
was warmly applauded. The greeting of the Dean of Carlisle when he rose
to speak was not without significance as marking the approval of the mescting
at the course he has adopted, so widely differeat to Dr. iifiller and other of
his brethren.

WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The annual May meeting of this society was held on Monday, 5th May, at aleven
o’clock, in the great room of Exeter IHall. Dr. Smith having been called to iko
chair, in opening the proceedings said that the more he looked at this society,
both at home and abroad, the more he felt they had to the full the Divine blessing.
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After some carnest remarks ho urged that every exertion should be made to in-
orense their resources, and he saw no reanson why they should not raise durin
the present year 150,0000. Dr. Hoole read the financial statement and genera!
summary, from which it appeared that tWe contributions to the society for the
year ending 31st December, 1861, amounted to 137,2801 0s, 7d. The home re-
ceipts were 35,6604 19s. 10d. ; and the foreign receipts, 35,6664 19s. 10d., being
an advance on the receipts of the previous year. New donations or annuities,
amounting to 3,125, have also been received, but not reported as income until
thoy become available. The payments and general expenditure, including the
cost of the China mission for the year, 136,067L. 13s. 4d.; special contributions
for the extension of the mission in China, 2,500L ; the balance of 1860, 2431, 7s.,
made together 138,811L 4s. 1d,, leaving a balance of 1,6311 3s. 6d. due to the
encral trensurer, There had been among the donations one from & Wesleyan
ady of 1,000 ; John Robinson Kay, Esq., 1,000l ; Thomas Farmer, 700/ ; in
memory of the late R, Ripley, Esq., 500/ ; by Mra. Ripley, for the same purpose,
1050, ; anonymous, 500L; &c. The legacies amounted to 5,7204. 12s. 10d. The
Rev. Mr. James rend the report, detailing the progress of ths various missions
throughout the world. The report was adopted, and several resolutions, expres-
sing the importance of the society’s operations, were then carried. A vote of
thanks to the chairman terminated the proceedinge. .

SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION,

Tho annual meeting of this society was held at the Institute in the Old Bailey ;
Mr. Watson in the chair, The secretary read a very lengthy report, which com-
menced by detailing the operations of thc union in the colenies and in America,
which hiad been very successful in their results. It then referred to home opera-
tions for the past year, durinﬁ which period sixty-three county unions had been
visited, and 101 communicated with. A return had lately been procured by the
committee, by which it appeared that in the metropolis, at the close of 1861, thera
were 858 Sunday-schools, employing 16,431 teachers, and containing 183.700
scholars. Of these teachers 9,000 were church members. The sum of 17,260L.
had been received at the depository by the sale of the publications connected with
the Union, and during the year 1,500,000 copies of the monthly papers had been
distributed. The value of the stock of books and publications on hand wae 5,0007,
A training college for teachers had beea instituted, which promised to become of
great utility, and lending libraries had been established in different districts with
much success. Grants had been made to 320 schools, containing more than 5,000
scholars. ‘The receipts for the year had been 9,318, and s balance of 1,820/ re.
maioned oo hand. The receipts of the benevolent fund had been 1,280/, and the
expenditure exceeded that amount by 36/ Considerable expenses were about
being incurred by the committee in extending the usefulness of the Union, and
they hoped to meet with a corresponding liberality. Mr., Cassell moved the adop-
tion of the report, which having been seconded, was unanimously agreed to.

TURKISH MISSIONS AID S80CIETY.

The eighth annual meeting of this society was held on Wednesday, April 30,
at Willis’s Rooms, St. James’s, the Ear) of Shaftesbury in the chair. The Rev.
Mr. Birch read the repert, which, after alluding to the early death of the late
Bultan and the elevation of his succossor to the throre, congratulated the sociely
that under the sanction of the present Ottoman ruler the missiouary work was
going on successfully, and the Bible allowed freely to circulate through all parts
of the empire, The receipts of the society for the past year, including a balance
of £250, were £5,104 18s. 4d.  There had been expended in grants and aids to
missions during the year £4,928 §s. 1d., leaving a balance in hand of £176 13s.
3d. The report then entered into a variety of statistics, showing the great pro-
gress making by the American and Armenian missions, giving some very inter-
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esting extracts from the missionaries’. reports, from which it appeared that
churches, schaols, and missionary stations were rapidly rising throughout the
empire, and that many thousand natives had been converted to Christianity,
whose numbers were duily increasing. The sale and distribation of the scrip-
tures and tracts, printed in the different lnoguages of the empire, had been very
large, and were bought with avidity by the people. The missionaries, as a rule,
w(;zre rgceived with the utmost kindness by all classes of society. The report was
adopted.

S0CIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS.

The 161st anniversary of this society way marked by a full and impressive meet
ing of its friends and supporters in St. James’s Hall on Friday, 2nd May. Since
the first missionaries of the society—the Rev. G. Keith and the Rev, T, Gordon—
sailed from England on the 24ith of April, 1702, upwards of £5,000,000 have
been expended in the promotion of its avowed objects, and more than 3,500 cler-
gymen bave ministered to above 2,000,000 members of the English communion
in remote parts of the glohe, where 150 years ago scarcely a dozen divines could
be found. On this oceasion the Bishop of Litchfield presided. From the report
which was presented it appeared that the receipts in 1861 were £83,885, and that
since September last, when it was stated that 419 clergymen and a great number
of lay teachers under the direction of thirty-three colunial bishops, were main-
tained wholly or in part out of the society’s funds, the work had been extended
in various directions. The Bishop of St. Helena proposed, and Sir S. Nurtheote
seconded, a resolution to the effect that the progress which had been made in the
furtherance of the gospel by the multiplication of the society’s missions in heath-
en lands was the best encouragement to further efforts in the same great cause,
Other resolutions, declaring that the society was entitled to the confidence and
support of all Churchmen, and that the awakening of Christian men tv their
great missionary duty was one of the most effectual means of kindling their zeal
in behalf of their poorer brethren at home, were moved and supported by Earl
Nelson, the Dean of York, the Rev. W. A. Newman, and Mr. Hope, and unani-
mously accepted by the earnest listeners whom the speakers addressed. Ample
details were given of the society’s operations in Indis, China, British North
Amerien, Africa, Australin, Constantinople, and the West Indies, and a vote of
thanks to the chairman brought the proceedings to a close.

The other Societies will be noticed next month.

Oticial,
CANADIAN CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Dr. WILKES has requested to have it intimated through the Canadian
Independent, that during his absence in Great Britain, T. M. Tavror, Eeq,
Broker, Montreal, will act in his stead, in receiving and paying wouies for
the Canadian Congregational Missionary Society.

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL
UNION OF CANADA.

This assembly will be convened at Ilamilton, on Wedunesday, June 11th,
at4 ». M. At 71 o’clock Divine Worship will be conducted in the Congre-
gational Charch, when Rev. James T. Byrae, of Whitby, will preach the
Annual Sermon,
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The Commitice of the Union, consisting of Rev. J. Elliot, Chairman,
Revs. T. Pullar, W. F. Clarke, J. Wood, Messrs. K. H. Potter, W. Edgar,
and OS Hodyskin, with the Sceretary, will meet in the Vestry of the Church
at 10 A, 1.

ANNUAL COLLECTION FOR THE UNION.

Pastors and Deacons will please exert their influence to procure liberal
Collectivns for the Union on or before the Lord's Day previvus to the
Meeting . e. the 8¢k June. Extra funds will be required this year to cover
the expense of a wide distribution of British pamphlets upon the Bi-cente-
nary Commemoration of the testimony for conscience and priucipies borne by
the 2000 ejected clergymen of 1662.

Let all, even the poorest, and Churches unable to send any representative
to the meeting, be mindful of the Collection. The amount raised should
be forwarded immediately, if by wail, to the Secretary-Treasurer at Zumilton,

SPECIAL STEAMBOAT ARRANGEMENTS,

T ne Royal Mail Steamers will convey parties attending the Meeting at the
following special rates, Meals and State-Rooms tncluded :

From Montreal to Hamilton and back cveeceeeererieiisicrnencenaness $13 00

“  Prescott and Brockville do. ..ocvereiiiiiiiinne. cireeees 800
“  Kingston o, ceeienes ererieeneenen veeeee 6 50
“ Cobourgand Po.c Hope do. .occcveernniiiinnnianenns w400

Ministers having half-fare privileges on the Grand Trunk Railway, have
their choice. But others, along the Steamboat line, will find it the cheaper,
there being no special arrangements with Railways.

Friends arriving by the Royal Mail Steamers on Wednesday, who have
forwarded their names to the Committee of Arrangements, as requested, will
be directed, immediately on landing, to their several places of entertainment.
All others are requested to report themselves at the Gongregational Chureh,
corner of Hughson and Henry streets, where the Commistee will inform them
of their respective destinations.

EDWARD EBBS,
Secretary C. U. of C.
Paris, 16th May, 1862.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE.
ANNUAL MEETINC.
The Anuual Meeting of Subseribers will be held (D. V.) in the Congrega-
tional Church, Hamilton, on Friday, June 13, at 10 A. M.
SUBSCRIPYIONS RECEIVED SINCE APRiL 30.

Paris, per Rev. E. Ebbs, additional .............. veveranas Ceecesenessrsene vreeseesee D11 00
Brantford, per Rev. J. Woud weeevuvvverenerieeicnerneneseironnne. cecvsencoreoreecee 20 00
Listowel and Molesworth, per Rev. R. McGregor .......... veesvasnsressenareses . 500
Eramosa, per Rev. J. Brown......... ceresrsanes o sesesnen ceevenn creerresesanosaraes 10 75
Rev. J. Elliotucveciiecsticisinanereerensennees trreteaseesrsesatartsrtensrasaies ceeeee 200
Lasark, 1st Church, per Rev. R. K. Black.ivecrvreirerernceneennnnns veervesseenes 20 58
Manilla, per Rev. D. McGregor ..vvveenenenas seee sasesssacsressiersasensansarses ee 21 00
Eaton, per Rev. E. J. Sherrill....ccoeviverenes tresessanssestsensatsossasnreasronneran 9 00

F. H. Marvixe, Secreary.
Toronto, May 26, 1862,
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WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND.

The Anoual Meeting of the Members of the Congregational Ministers’
Widows and Orphans Fund Society, will be held in Hamilton on Wednesday
afternoon, the 11tk Juoe, at 2 o’clock.

Churches who send delegates will please furnish them with certificates of
their appointment for this purpose. Ministers who intend to apply for admis-
sion as Beneficiary Members are requested to communicate their intention to
the undersigned at latest by the 8th June, to prevent confasion.

P. W. Woob, Secretary.

Montreal, May 24th, 1862.

Corvesponence.

BROTHER BLACK'’S LOSS.

To the Edilor of the Canadian Independent.

My DEAR Sir,—Some years ago, the Rev. R. K. Black, of this township,
after various unsuccessful attempts to obtain suitable accommodation for
himself and family, put up a house and outbuildings at Middleville, being to
& small extent assisted by his people in 8o doing. Last Thursday, all these
buildings were destroyed by fire. This is the more to be regretted as they
were partly encumbered with debt, and the insurance policy on them had been
allowed to expire. The loss will be at least $11,000.

Already persous in this village and in its vicinity, chiefly the former, have
subscribed upwards of $150 for our hard-working brother. I hope the
churches and brethren of our body in this and the Lower Provinces will aid
in relieving him from his serious embarrassment. I somewhat fear that unless
this be done, the loss resulting from the fire, along with diminished pecuniary
resources, will tend to his removal from the field which he has so long and 8o
faithfully occupied. I trast, however, this will not be the case.

’ Yours affectionately, PHiLip SHANES.

Lanark Village, C.W., May 23, 1862.

MISSIONARY MEETINGS IN 1861-2
In the Nova Scotia Section of the N. S. and New Brunswick Missionary District.
To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

DzAr BroTRER—You and your numerous readers will no doubt be glad
to hear something of our progress in these Atlantic Provinces.

Our first meeting was held at PLEAsaNT RivER in the month of Decem-
ber.  Brother Rawson visited them, attended the monthly meeting of their
ckurch on Saturday, the 14th, and supplied their pulpit on the following day.
On the Monday, the writer proceeded thither, and assisted him in holding
the meeting in the cvening ; the chair was taken by Mr. Eldridge Burnuby.
The meeting was addressed (after reading some extracts from the Report for
1861 by the Sccretary) by the members of the Deputation, and also by the
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Rev. Jeremiah Bancroft, Baptist minister, then preaching in the neighbour-
hood. The meeting was tolerably well attended and the people appeared
interested. The collection amounted to 84 44.

The people at Pleasant River have for some time indulged the hope, that
they might soon have the more extended services of some one of our minis-
ters. Brother Rawson and I, since the meeting of our Union at Keswick
Ridge in 1860, have sought to supply for them occasionally, as nearly as
possible on one Subbath in every two or three months. Our visits have nob
been without a blessing. One result has been, that the people have been led:
to guarantee the sum of $60 towards the support and meeting the expenses
of some young Brother from Canada, who could lehour there during the
summer months; accordingly, an application was made through our District
Secretary for such a labourer.

Our next Missionary meetings were appointed for Chebogue and Yarmouth.
To assist our Brother Ritchie in holding them, I had arranged to go, and up to
Sabbath, the 17th, I fully expected to have gone, having everything prepsred
for the journey of upwards of 100 miles with my own conveyance; but om
that day we were all taken ill with influenza colds and alarming symptoms of
diptheria. Brother R. has favoured me with the following account of the
meetings, under date February 20. He writes :—

« We held a weeting last evening at CHEBOGUE, and though the notice of
the meeting could not have been very widely circulated owing to a very thin
attendance on the previous Sabbath, by reason of bad weather, we had never-
theless 2 very encouraging congregation, Mr. Sykes (schoolmaster, and an
acceptable local preacher connected with the Yarmouth church) and I con-
ducted the exercises. The thing being entirely new to them, there was not.
that preparation and arrangement which bave so much to do with the interest
of such a movement, as we might otherwise have had. The result of the
meeting, however, i3 beyond my expectation; the collection amounted to
11s. 2d., but Mr. Sykes obtained upon subscription papers more than two
pounds in addition, and as much more, he thought, was promised by those
who would not sign till they were better informed as to what this Missionary
matter meant. Some of the little boys present, taking the hiot that I had
given, signed their sixpences and yorkshillings, which they mean to earn by
the time the collectors call for subscriptions. We advertised the meetiog at
Yarmouth for to-night, but we had an old-fashioned snow storm to-day,
which necessitated a postponement till next Thursday. I “iope to obtain on
that occasion the presence of those who expressed their willingness to aid me
this evening.” In a subsequent letter, dated March 19, he reports concern-
ing it: * We postponed our Missionary meeting in YARMoUTH for a week
on account of the weather. So after all it was providential that you did not
come. Wereceived in collection and subscriptions five pounds, which is very
good for a beginning.”’

Our meetings in this quarter were held during the past two weeks. Oa
Sabbath, April 13, Brother Rawson and I exchanged pulpits, preaching
Missionary sermons at Milton and Brooklyn, which we also did at the former
place and at Liverpool to our own people, at the subsequent services of the
day. On Tuesday, the 15th, 7.30 ». »., we held a Missionary meeting at
BrookLywN, Captain George McLeod in the chair. After his opening address
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extracts from the Report were read by the District Secretary, and the meot-
ing was addressed by the two ministers present; a good feeling seemed to
presail.  The meeting was not so largely attended as we desired ; the collec-
tion amounted to §3 453, and a subscription list is going round.

The next evening (Wednesday) we held our meeting at MiLToN, which
was tolerably well attended. The chair was taken by our worthy friend, the
Hon. Freewan Tupper, M.L.C., and Custos Rotulorum of the County, who
is a member of our church there. We were also favoured on this oceasion
with the company of the Rev. Mr. Porter, now supplying the Milton Baptist
Church, who gave us an effective speech; the meeting was also addressed by
the Pastor and the local Secretary. The people appeared greatly interested.
The amount of the collections and subscriptions is not yet given, but we fear
it there and at each place in this district, the amounts will not be equal to
last year, owing 1o the great depression of trade consequent upon the Ame-
rican war.

On the following evening we held our meeting in Lrverroor, when the
chair was taken at 7.80 by Rev. James Melvin, who, after praise, and prayer
by Brother Rawson, opened the meeting with a somewbat lengthy speech.
After brief extracts from the Report by the Scerctary, the meeting was ad-
dressed with varied interest and effect by the Rev. Messrs. Johnston, Wes-
leyan; G. A. Rawson ; D. Q. Parker, Baptist; and by Brother Bryning, who
had that morning arrived from Canada, via St. John, N.B., and Annapolis,
on his way to our church at Pleasant River, where he has been appointed to
labour by the Missionary Committee during the present summer.  His unex-
pected appearance among us, and so opportunely, added much to the interest
of the meeting, for though fatigued, he spoke well and to the point. The
attendance was very good. The choir being in attendance, also added to the
interest of the evening, by singinz some appropriate pieces, accompanied by
the Organ. Our collections and subscriptions in Liverpool we hope will be
nearly equal to last year.

Brother Bryning's appearance among us not only added interest to the
character of the above meeting, but led also to other services of equal interest
and importance. As soon as 1 heard from the Rev. R. Wilson, Home Secre-
tary of this Missionary field, that our good Brother had been appointed to
Pleasast River, I wrote off urging that if Mr. B. had not been ordained as
an Evangelist, that it should if possible be done prior to his coming into the
Provioce, in which the members of the Sectional Missionary Committee, so
far as known, fully coucurred ; but finding that (through the time clapsing
before letters from these Provinces reach their destination at this season of
the year) this had not been effected, he and Brother Rawson met at my house
on the following day, and after much thought, and careful deliberation, we
concluded that it would be wise and prudent to conduct such a service here,
prior to his entering on his new field ; and consequently we resolved to pro-
ceed with this solemn and interesting service on the following Tuesday at our
church in Milton. We considered ourselves to be freed from the possible
charge of “laying our bands suddenly” upon our Brother, in setting him
-apart thus, in public to this work, from the facts that, haviog finished his
eollegiate course with credit to himself, and being recommended to the atten-

-tion of the churches in the Provinces, as worthy of their confidence, by the
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worthy Principal of the College on his own behalf and on behalf, as we con-
sidered, of the Committee of the same ; having also been a fellew-student of
Brother Rawson, and therefore well known to bim; and having been pre-
viously employed by the Missionary Committee, and now again appointed by
them to labour in this Province; while the comfort and usefulness of our
Brother without such a service would have been greatly impeded; we felt
that we could only yield to what seemed to be to us the necessity of the case,
and resolved accordingly, that our Brother might, without let or hindrance,
legally and ecclesiastically, enter upon the duties of that sphere of labour.

Our young Brother supglied our pulpits at Milton and Liverpool at differ-
ent parts of the day on the Sabbath following, with much acceptance; and
on the Tuesday evening, according to the notice given, a large congregation
assembled ot the church in Milton to witness his ordination. The order of
the service was as follows: after singing a suitable hymn, a portion of Serip-
ture was read and prayer offered by Rev. G. A. Rawson; who then, in a
brief address, explained the nature and object of the service, and subse-
quently proposed the usual questions, the replies to which were very satisfac-
tory, and given with much modesty and feeling by the candidate. The
ordaining prayer was offered by the writer, accompanied with the imposition
of hands; after which the right hand of fellowship was given by Brother
Rawson, and the charge to our newly-ordained Brother by the Rev. J.
Howell, founded on 2 Tim. chap. iv. v. 5. The proceedings of the evening
closed with singing the Doxology, and the benediction by our good Brother,
the Rev. Joseph V. Bryning.

The engagements of the evening, it is understood, were counsidered very
interesting by the friends who were present, and very satisfactory to our
young Brother, who, we earnestly pray, may be acknowledged by the Great
Head of the Church as one whom e has called to the work of the ministry,
in being owned as an instrument in His hands of great and extensive useful-
ness in saving souls and building up His kingdom wherever it may be his lot
to labour. Qu the following day Brother Rawson took him with my horse
and buggy to Pleasant River, and introduced him to some of our friends
connected with his new sphere of labour. They were very thankful to hear
that his ordination had taken place. We hope that his labours ameng them
will lead them to feel more and more the value of our Missionary Society.
For eight years or more they have been as sheep without a shepherd, snd
consequently much scattered and peeled. We trust that our Brother will
prove an instrument in the hands of the Lord for bringing them together,
and preparing the way for a more extended sojourn among them, when he
has finished his medicsl studies, or for some other Brother whom the Lord
may incline to take up that _ld and cultivate it for Him.

The last of our Missionary mectings was held at my station at BeAcm
Meapows last Monday evening. Brother Rawson and I were the only min-
isters present. The attendance, owing to a cold easterly wind, bad roads,
and some misunderstanding of the time, was not so good as expected. The
whole subscriptions we hope to collect in and forward the amount to the
Treasurer betore the close of the present month.

In reviewing the meetings of the year, aud the improving state of the
churches as regards their ministerial supply, and their internal condition, we



381 REVIEWS.

4

sce much that gives hope for the future; and as the spirit of Missions is the
spirit of Christ, we desire and pray continually that the churches here and
everywhere may become more fully permeated by it—that thus increasing
spiritual prosperity may be secured, and the Kingdom of our Lord widely
extended,

I am, dear Brother, yours very faithfully,

JaMEs Howerr,
Secretary N. 8. Section of Missionary District Committee.
Liverpool, N. 8., May 1, 1862.

Webicws.

Bartism : Tne CoveNANT AND ThoE Faminy. By Rev. Philippe Wolfs
late of Geneva, Switzerland. Boston : Crosby & Nichols.

Thiz English edition of Mr. Wclff’s book on baptism has been translated
freely from the French by the author. It has therefore all the freshuess of
coming from the press as if written at first in our own language. No end
scews the destiny of this controversy and of books connected with it. Our
author sets many points in a clear light, yet we cannot agree with his view of
¢ Baptism always before faith.”” The instances of the three thousand on the
day of Penticost, of Lydia, of the Jailor of Philippi, and others, appear to
us clearly against such a theory. Tieaders on the much disputed points of
this question will look into this book. 1t would have beez much more to our
liking had greater regard been paid to the ¢ Suavitor in modo.”

Tne Way To Lire.  Sermons by Thomas Guthrie,D.D. New York : Robt
Carter & Brothers. Toronto: Rollo & Adam.

We have read more than half of the sermons in this volume, and find
them clear, pointed, fervid, evangelical; the rest we feel sure are worthy of
the fame of the Master in Isracl, whose name they bear.

Toe WorDS OF THE ANGELS, OR, THEIR VISITS To THE EARTH AND THE
Mgessaces THEY DELIVERED. By Rudolf Stier, D.D. Edinburgh : Alex.
Strachan & Co. Toronto : Rollo & Adam.

This volume contaius a full and exhaustive discussion of all the words
addressed by angels to men, and recorded by the Holy Spirit in the New
Testament. It cannot fail to be deeply interesting to the student of God’s
word.

HEAVEN our HoME. WE HAVE No SAVIoUR BUT JESUS, AND NO HoME
BuT Heaven. Edinburgh: William P. Nimmo. Toronto: Rollo &
Adam.

This volume bas been favoured with immense popularity, thirty-four thou-
gand copies have been issued within nine months. In the preface the author
says, ¢ Richard Bazter's heaven, depicted in his ¢ Saints Everlasting Rest)’
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is an cternity of holy repose, free from the sins and troubles of earth. John
Howe’s heaven, delineated in his ¢ Blessedness of the Righteous,” isa ealm
intellectual eternity, spent in the beatific vision of God. St. Puul's heaven
is a bring throuyh eternity with Christ. St. John’s heaven, exhibited in the
Apocalypse, is a great and gorgeous temple crowded with the worshippers of
God. The heaven I have attempted to delincate is a home with a great and
happy and loving family in it.” The subject is presented in three parts; in
the first, heaven is treated as a locality ; its types—Eden and Canaan, a tem-
ple, a city, a home; in the sccond, the recognition of friends in heaven is
discussed ; the third i3 designed to demounstrate the interest those in heaven
feel in earth. The book will prove highly profitable to the general reader, its
pictorial language pleasing to many tastes.

News of the Shurehes.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, COWANSVILLE.

At a meeting of this church, held the 8th May, a unanimous call was given
to the Rev. J. Farrar, of Rotherham and Cavendish Colleges, England.  Mr.
Farrar had officiated, since the cessation of the Rev. A. Duff’s labours, three
months, ou trial, with every satisfuction. The call was accepted, and he
entered upon the regular labours of the pastorate on the 11th May.

RUSSELTOWN, C. E.

An interesting reunion of pastor and people has recently taken place here.
The Rev. Henry Lancashire, who formerly laboured in this field during a period
of four or five yenars, has now, alter an interval of eight years received and accept-
ed a unanimous invitation to resume the pastorate of the Congregational Church.
May this union abide, and be for the furtherance of the Gospel in that commun-
ity, long blessed with the preaching of the truth as it is in Jesus. Mr. Lanca-
shire’s P. O. address is Franklin, C. E.

ATPEAL TO THE FRIENDS OF THE FRENCI CANADIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

It is deemed necessary that the friends of this Society should be aware that the
Committee have felt much difficulty in obtaining the funds necessary to carry on
the important work of the mission.

The sources from which our income is usually derived, both on this Continent
and in Europe, have to a large extent fuiled us this year. Adverse circumstances
of trade, commerce and agriculture, have operated everywhere to limit our receipts.

The Treasurer has, with his usual liberality, advanced upwards of one thousand
dollars to meetimmediate claims, and a further sum must, it is feared, be borrowed
to carry us through the remaining months of the summer. Not until the fall of
the year can we expect our ordinary income to come in to any exteant.

What, then, under these circumstances, can the Committee do? Shall they,
under the pressure of necessity, close the schools at Point aux Trembles, and re-
call the Missionaries and Culporteurs from their deeply interesting ficlds of labor ?
Surely such a painful course as this will not be forced upon them. They have
already limited their operations to the minimum. The greater part of the boys
attending the mission schools will be sent home for the summer, and only a limited
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number of the girls will remain; only such missionaries and colporteurs have
been sent out as are deemed necessary to retain the old ground oceupied by the
Society. The Committee, considering the present state of the finances, have not
folt warranted to enter upon any new fields of labor, however inviting they may
appear,

pThis state of the funds is more to be regretted when it is considered that at no
time in the previous history of the Suciety have the various departments of their
work been in a more promising and pleasing condition.  The schools at Pointe
aux Trembles have been manifestly visited by the Spirit of God. The teachers
there assure us that & most happy influence is working gradually and powerfully
upon the minds of the pupils generally, but especially upon the girls. Interesting
cases of spiritual awakening have come under their observation. A spirit of

rayer has spontaneously manifested itself among even the youngest of the scholars.
Four young persons have been received by profession into the fellowship of the
church, who have given decided evidences of a change of heart. Others are in-
quiring the way Zion-ward—seeking, by sincere repentance of sin, and faith in
Jesus Christ, to obtain peace with God. Can anything be more encouraging than
theze fruits of our labors ?

The Colporteurs and Missionaries report besides, that wherever they go they
find a growing desire among the people for the Word of Life, a general spirit of
inquiry, and increased facilities for carrying on their evangelistic labors.

A work more interesting and encouraging than this, ean scarcely be presented
to the Churches and people of Christ, in Canada. Tho French-Canadians are, it
ought to be remembered, our neighbours and friends; they have special claims
upon our Christian sympathy, Our welfare is inseparably bound up with theirs.
Shall we, then, leave them under the delusions of Popery, and to all the conse-
quences, both temporal and spiritual which that system of error entails upon its
people? Surely the Protestant Churches of Canada will not be guilty of sv grave
o dereliction of duty! To aid in this great work, we ask for your contributions
and your prayers. The spontaneous offerings of yonr affection for Christ and his
cause, are urgently required, so that we may be able to carry on, to still greater
results, the work in which, for twenty years, the Society has been engaged ; and
to which we are, in the providenca of Gud, so manifestly invited.

Contributions will be gratefully received and acknowledged by the Society’s
Treasurer, Mr. James Court, Montreal.

Avex. F. Kewr, Corresponding Secretary.

Montreal, May, 1862.

TIIE MAY ANNIVERSARIES IN NEW YORK.

Tre AuericaNy CongrecaTioNaL Union.—The annual sermon was preached in
the Broadway Tabernacle, (Dr. Thompson’s) by the Rev. Henry Martyn Storrs,
of Cincinnati. The annual re-union took place in the Brouklyn Academy of Music.
The Rev. Dr. Thompson presided. The speakers on the occasion, whick was
most pleasant, were Dr. Thompson, Prof. IIitcheock, of Union Thevlogical Semin-
ary, the Rev. Drs, Stone, and Eddy (of the Baptist chureh,) of Bos.on, the Rev.
Mr. Holmes of New Jersey, Wm. Allen Butler, lsq., of New York, and others.

Tae Axerican Boarp oF CoxuissioNers For Foreigy Missions.—This Board
held its anniversary at Irviog Hall, in the morning of Friday, May, 9th, the Rev.
Mark Hopkins, L.L.D., presiding.

The report mourns the death of the late president and vice-president, Mesesrs.
Frelinghuysen and Williams. Also Dr. Bridgeman, the first American missionary
in China; Dr. Dwight, Mr, Breath of the Nestorian mission ; Mra, Powers of the
Central Turkey mission; Miss Farrar for 34 years in Western India; Mrs.
McKinney and Mrs. Ireland, of the mission to the Zulus ; Mr. Shipman and Mrs,
Andrews of the Sandwich Islands ; and Mrs. Deans, of the Micronesisn mission



NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 387

Mr. Cufling, of the Central Turkey mission, and a native member of the church at
Ainteb, have been murdered by robbers while they were on their way from Adana,
to attend a meeting of the mission at Aleppo.

The receipts of the year ending August 31, fell only a little less than $28,000
below the expenditure, which is siace bulunced by sums that have come into the
treasury from uvoasaal sources. Duving the eight months ending April 30, of the

resent fiscal year, the receipts are $193,792. This amount includes about $6,000
Just acknowledged from Western India, ns contributed by English Christizns and
the native churches, and also other donations from native and foreign sources in
other fields. Friends of the cause in Great Britain started what they called an
“ American Crisis Fund,” in aid of the operations of the Board, contributions to
which now exceed $7,000, and may reach $10,000. The spirit of benevalencs
has also been evoked in a gratifying degree among the native converts, especially
among the Nestorians, in Indin, and in some parts of Turkey. Twelve candidates
are under appointment. Three of the candidates are designated to Northern
China, where the Board has but one missionary remaining,

Nearly 2,000 souls were added to the 161 churches during the last year, at the
close of which the total membership was 24,456.

Addresses were delivered by the Rev. Dr. W, Marsh, of Eastern Turkey, the
Rev. Henry J. Van Leanep, of Western Turkey ; the Rev. Albert Bushnell, of
West Africa; the Rev. W. W. Howland, of Ceylon; the Rev. Jared W. Scadder,
of the Arcot mission, and others,

Tue AxericaNy Binie Soctery.—The Forty-sixth Anniversary of this noble
nativnal institution was held on Thursday, Mav 8th, at Irving Hall, the Hon.
Ieman Lincoln presiding in place of the lamented Theodore Frelinghuysen. Ad-
dresses were made by the Rev. Drs. Taylor, Spring, Randall, Dwight; the Rev.
Messrs, Newton, of Massachusetts, Kempshall, of New Jersey, and others.

The annual reports were read, stating the following facts :

Twentv-seven new auxiliaries have been recognized. The receipts of the yenr
were $378,131,81, of which $178,901.23 were for books sold. Of Life Directors,
52 were wade during the year, and of Life Members 1.057. Gratuitous issues
have amounted to $51,480.67. Books printed at the Bible House, 1,069,919,
Books issued, 1,099,843, The aggregate since the formation of the Society is
16,100,400. Of the Bible Society Record, 421,316 have been issued during the
year. Not Jess than 650 000 books have been distributed to the army and navy
of the United States, besides a large number in hospitals and among prisoners of
war. Twenty-two agents bave been employed during the year, cne of whom is
in Oregon, one in California, and one iu Turkey. Grants of money have been
made for publishing and circulating the Seriptures in South Americn, Germany,
Italy, Turkey, Syria, India, and Africa, to the amount of $28,800, aside from
foreign works printed at the Bible Ilouse, New York.

Tue Auerica¥y Tract Sociery or Boston.—The anniversary was held at the
Academy of Music. The Rev. Dr. Tyng presided. The speakers were the Rev.
Messrs. Tyng, Cuyler, Alvord, and Heary Ward Beecher, of New York, and the
Rev. Dr. Palmer, of Albany. 1t was stated that the donations for the charitable
operations of the Socicty were larger than auy former yesr, and more than double
those of the preceding year. The total receipts from all sources amounted to
$88,054.72 ; expenditures, $88.115.77. For charitable purposes $43,470.80 ; (last
year $21,641,) of which $22,196.89 were specifically designated for the benefit of
our soldiers,

Of tracts, in the 12mo. series there have been printed during the year 1,095,800
copies; envelope tracts, of a size suitable to be enclosed in letters, 419,000 ; pocket
tracts, on tinted paper, 222,300 ; children’s tracts, each with an engraving, 48,000 ;
square miniature tracts, 15,000 ; one page tracts or hand-bills, 20,400 ; lenflets for
letters, 7,000; miscellaneous, 10,500—total, 1,838,000 copies, comprising
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10,248,400 pages. Volumes, including stitched pamphlets in covers, 429,167
copies, embracing 30,931,988 pnges. Papera—Tract Jonrnal, 803,000 copies;
Child at Home, 1,615,000; Christian Banner, 340,000, Whole amount of printing
done—tracte and books, 41,180,388 pages ; papers, 2,758,400 copies.

Tae AuericaNy Tracr Sociery of New York.—The Thirty-Seventh Anniver-
sary was held at Irving Hall in the morning of Wednesday, May 7th, the Ion,
‘Wm. C. Alexander, presiding. The secretaries read their reports, from which the
following important facts are gleaned :

Prioted during the year, 333,500 volumes; 7,413,900 publications, 86,903,600
pages. Total circulated in thirty-seven years, 16,281,601 volumes, 236,155,805
publieations, 5,738,673,530 pages. Circulation of the American Messenger, nbout
142,000 monthly : Buischafler (or Messenger in German), 30,000 : CZild's Papér,
225,000. Publications on the Society’s list, 3,013, of which 577 are volumes,
besides 3,634 publications in about 130 languages, approved for publication nbrond.

Gratuitous Distributions for the year, in 3,890 distinct grants, 50,197,046 pages,
and 12,953,805 pages to life members and directors ; value, upwards of $42.000.

Receipts and Expenditures.—Received in donations and legacies, $78,707.05;
8ales $124,757.70, making with balance in the treasury, $204,721 49.  Expended—
manafacturing and issuing, $127,449 13; colportnge, $27,032 91; colporteur
agencies and depositories, $14,820.11; cash for foreign lands, $5,000; all other
expenses, $29,884 27 ; balance in treasury, $526.13, making $204,721.49. -

Colportage—During the past yenr 219 colporteurs, of whom eighteen were
students, have lahored in twenty of the States of the Union, and in the Canadas.
They made 227,582 family visits ; conversed on personal religion or prayed with
159,575 families ; found 32,381 families who habitually neglect evangelicnl preach-
ing; 14,250 families of Roman Catholics ; 14,319 who were destitute of all religious
books but the Bible, and 8,800 who had not the Word of God; they addressed
4,353 public or prayer-meetings. Of the colporteurs, forty-nine labored among
Germans, Walsh, Hollanders, aud Dages.

Daring the twenty-one years since colportage was first prosecuted by the
Society, the results have been as fullows: Time employed equal to the service of
one man for 45,151 months; 7,413,171 volumes sold ; 2,132,924 volumes granted
to the destitute ; 205,770 pablic and prayer meetings addressed ; 8,617,389 family
visits made; 4.385,035 fumilies conversed with on personal religion or prayed
with; 1,156,961 families habitually neglecting evangelieal preaching ; 765,052
families of Roman Catholics ; 756,097 fumilies destitute of ull religious books ex-
cept the Bible, and 469,049 without the Word of God.

The officers for the ensuing year were elected, and soul-stirring addresses were
delivered by several of our most eminent public speakers,

Tre AvericaN anp Foreigy Curistian Union.—The Rev. Kingston Goddard®
D.D., preached the annunl sermon on the Sunday previous, in St. George’s church?
Rev. Dr, Tyng’s. The venerable Dr. De Witt presided at the anniversary. The
receipts of the Society for last year reached $55,000, several thousand dollars more
tgan those of the year hefore. This Society lost several valuable members during
the year,

AxTi-Stavery Sociery —The 28th annua) meeting was held in the Church of
ths Puritans, on Tuesday, May 6th, Rev. Dr. Cheever’s, and in Cooper Institute.
Addresses were made by Wm, . Brown, Theodore Tilton, Wendell Phillips, the
Rev. Robert M. Hatfield, Wm. Lloyd Gatrison and others.

CHINA,

. A Wesleyan missionary who visited Nanking, accompanying Admiral Hope
in the Coromandel, had an interview with one of the rebel chiefs, called the
‘ Shield King,” originally Hung3jin, alias Han-wang, the * quondam Christian



NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 389

brother and helper” of the missionary, who gives a full account to the Watchman.
The missivnary was accompanied by Chan, as his native teacher and travelling
companion. The said King sat at the end of a spacious reception hall, robed from
head to foot in yellow satin, and motionless as a statno :—

I soon recognised the fatted features of the former Hung-jin, and, remembering
the slovenly garb of other days, conld scavcely suppress a smile at the present
tawdry show, but I thought it right to withhold the fumilinrities of an acquain-
tance until they were invited. As I appronched his face flushed, whilst stron
and kindly emotions rughed in upon me. Following their promptings, I shoul
have given him the greeting of yearning, faithful love ; in such circumstances,
however, I had to sink the feeling of the missionary. I paused, tovk off my hat,
and bowed, when he arose and coldly offered me his hnng. He resumed his seat
with & haughty, though embarrassed air, but kept me standing before him. He
first inquired what was my business. I lightly answered that * I came to visit
you as an old friend, and my only husiness just now is to know if I can spend a
few days in Nanking.” This evidently confused him, and with ill-restrained ex-
citement, he said, ¢ Mr. Cox, you know I have been friendly to foreigners and
the missionaries ; it has involved me in trouble, and has led to my degradation,
I should have hastened to welcome an old friend ; but I am ashamed to see yon,
and I fear also your stay with me may involve me.” His manner awakened
my worst np&)rehenaion, and a8 his position depends on the fickle humour of an
arbitrary and sometimes childish despot, I feared that degradation might be fol-
lowed by decapitation on the slightest and most unreasonable pretext. I offered
immediately to withdraw, but first wished to tell him more fully the object of my
visit. First, I said, * I would urge you not to allow your present position to en-
danger your own salvation ; secund, as I have lately returned from England, I
wish to teli you that many there wateh your career with solicitude, and the elders
of our Church charged me to exhort you to adhere firmly to the Scriptures ; and
a third business is to ascertain if there is a favourable opening in Nanking for
Christian missions.”

Here he abruptly responded, ¢ For the first and second I am obliged to you.
‘What can I say as to the third ? Mr. —— preached in the streets—‘Tienwang
is not o Heavenly King, this Tien-Keooh is not a heavenly kingdom ; and our
followers, disliking the statements, reported them to the Heavenly King (the
Chief or King of the Tai-ping party). Mr. remained here some weeks, when
one night he compelled the gate-keepers to onen the city gates at night, contrary
to regulations, for which two of the guard were beaten with 1,000 blows, and very
narrowly escaped decapitation, whilst I, to whom he professed to bring important
information, was degraded two steps, and had the administration of foreign affairs
taken out of my hands. I have nothing to do with foreign affairs now, and you
must not speak to me on business.” e had risen from his seat, and stood with
me, uttering the above with much excitement. After a little hesitation, he re-
sumed, * You are a former friend, and, on condition that you don’t introduce
political business, you may remain to-night. and return to-morrow to your ship.”
I accepted this, and asked him to call Chan my teacher, suggesting that he might
meanwhile offer me & chair. N

*

* * *

A female attendant now appeared with a tray of cakes, and Knn-Wang, Chan,
S. 8., and myself, sat down to tifin. We were waited on by girls, who were the
only servants or retainers that I saw in the hall or apartments of the Shield
King. His brother, and a nephew, appeared during our formal interview in the
hall, and retired when we left the hall.

Whilst endeavouring to partake of his unpalatable cakes, I requested Hungjin
to drop formality, and tell an old friend what had befallen him since we parted,
and since his arrival in Nanking. Ile accepted the opportunity gladly, and in
his old fond fluency of talk be treated us to an almost unbroken statement, smil-
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ing, humorong, sometimes very carnest and excited in manner, and interesting
throughout its more thun two hours’ duration, and of which tho following is the
substance :—

In bis journey from Canton to Nanking, at ono time he was helped forward by
o wealthy family with whom he travelled 5 at another he was compelled to enlisg
as an Imperial * brave’” to avoid imprisonment.  1le was then made an assistang
to & magistrate, and next teacher of his children. In this employ he won great
favour a3 doctor of the family, and was finally entrusted with transport of salt
and merchandise, with which charge he transported himself safely to rebel terri-
tory. lle was received at Nanking with great delat, and was immediately exalted
to be chief oflicer of their literary department; afterwards the administration of
foreign affuirs was placed in his hands, but from this he has been recently
degraded.

e dues not often see the Heavenly King (o heud man of the insurgents), but
can obtain an jnterview when he has * ho s21” (good business) to transact. 1lis
description of the said personage was certainly grapbic, and given in such an
emphatic manner as to make me suspect that the Shield King sought to impress
my tencher with awe, and show me the impossibility of his (the Shield King’s)
opposing the will of so mighty a potentate. It ran as follows:—

e (the **[leavenly King”’) is of portly size and commanding presence. e
has a piercing eye, before whose glance you tremble, I never feared the look of
man before, but his eye I eannot stand.  Hlis maaner is nsually mild.  When he
laughs his voice fills the palace, and when angry it storms through the adjuining
halls. e is of most unbending will, and he beheads every one who dures to
differ from him. Ilis intelligence is wonderful. When he expresses an opinion
it is too profound for common minds to understand. Ile fully helieves himself
to be of heaven, or divine, and destined to govern the empire. When the Bastern
and Western Kings revolted; when the “imps” surrounded us without, and a
famine began to wasto us within; when one and another brought disastrous
tidings, he only smiled, and would say, * Let worse ealamities overtuke us, let
our fullowers depart until there be only left my child to support me on the left
and a servant on the right, I shall yet have sufficient strength to govern the
empire, fur such is the Heavenly I'ather’s will, so it must be accomplished.”

The fullowers of our Heavenly King from Kwang-se were originally few, and
it is really wonderful that they should bave gained so many victories and rushed
on to this heavenly capital. 'They were all rustics, and among the present leaders
there are no literary men, which was one reason for their hailing the arrival of a
follower so accomplished as myself. Their knowledge is very superficial, and is
confined to a few elementary points of doctrine. They believe the lleavenly
King to be divine, and destined to govern the whole empire ; nor will they seffer
any one to oppose his claims. These are the real adherents of his cause, who
form buat a small portion of the expeditions to conquer the country, for when the
expeditions go forth crowds of needy followers join who care nothing for the
doctrine, and whose ohject is not to establish the heavenly dynasty, but to gain
spoil for the support of their famiiies. It is impossible to restrain these men
from plunder.

‘The doctrines of the ITeavenly King agree in the main with thase of foreigners
but differ in some points. The English have one method of teaching, the Ame-
ricans another, and the French a third ; but the Heavenly King will not accept
these different methods ; he is determined to teach doctrines of his own, and to
compel men to receive them. Ile strictly prohibits idolatry. Tle considers the
people so hesotzed by idolatry that no teaching—neither the teaching of Confu-
cius nor the teaching of missionaries—can turn them from their stupidity. How
<an the preaching of a few missionaries at the distant ports turn the Chinese
from idols? Luok at the English Government in Hong Kong ! The Chinese there
may build any temple, and worship any idol they choose. The leavenly King
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is different : he will not allow them ¢o worship idvls at all ; he beheads them if
thev worship idols,

The writer gives the particulars of an interview with Mr, Roberts, the Baptist
missionary, who has so long sojourned in the rebel quarters :—

Ife goes out almost daily to preach in the streets, or in some house, and is
building o small chapel with funds supplied him by the Shicld Chang-wang. e
is not now at liberty to invite another missionary to stay with him, nor could be
encournge me to attempt to settle in Nanking. e bas done ull in ).is power to
sustnin missionaries of his own denomination, and failed, and does not expect he
could assist missionuries of another body., The Ienvenly King will not allow
him to print a tract unless the manuseript be first submitted to his (the lender’s)
revision. Mr. R, has had paper and blocks lying useless in his room for six
months. At the same time he is permitted {reely to civculate Christian tracts
printed elsewhere. Another siguificant and nwful fact he gave me, when I men-
tioned IHung-jin’s anxiety to secure the gervices of my teacher. A fortnight
before, two copyists, who wrote in a room underneath his own, omitted some al-
terntion in one of the characters which the King had ordered, and without notice
or form of trial they were decapitated ! Some of the kings have endeavoured to
send awny Mr. Roberts, but the leavenly King refused. Ile snys the 1lcavenly
Father has told him that Mr. R. is o good man, and he is under s superstition
that calamities would follow Mr. Roberts’s removal,

It perhaps fulls within the purpose of this communicadon to assign o reason
for designating the rebel chieftain, so broadly as I have done above, a blasphe-
mer. Ile has now forfeited the apology which could bo offered fur the assump-
tions of his earliest proclamation. Hung-jin carried to him » clearer light of re-
velation, nud missionary after missionnry has visited Nanking to testify of the
truth, whilst he continues not only to reject such aid, but also reiterates more
plainly hiserrors. I am fresh from reading three or four edicis of comparatively
recent date, which I picked up at Nanking. In these he denies that there isany
Holy Ghost ; he affirms that Jesus Christ is inferior to the Father, and that he
himself shares divinity with the Son of Ged. These ecdicts are issr<d in the
name of & trinity comprising the Ileavenly Father, Heavenly Brother (Jesus
Christ), and the Heavenly King (himself ).  la (ne of them he strangely consti-
tutes o quaternity, by exalting his own child to share this divinity, who, he
affirms. holds a rule on earth similar to that which is placed in the hands of
Christ in heaven, Such are the blasphemies which now appear, more or less, in
all his productions.

I did not apprehend that, on o nearer view of these insurgents, they would
appear to my judgment so bereft of hopeful elements. I certainly, at present,
fail to discover amongst them any party which promises to be capable of admi-
nistering & Government, and can only regard them us marauding hordes, dreaded
by all classes, save a portion of the very vilest of the peuple, whose only business
is plunder, and who carry calamities without hope of amelioration wherever they
roum,

Rillg frowr the Fountaing of Ysvacl,
MAN, IN RELATION TO TIIE BOUNTIES OF NATURE.
BY REV. JOSEPH PARKER, MANCHESTER.
# We brought nothing fnto this world, and it is certzin we can carry notbing out.”~1 Tim., vi,, 7.
The text does not refer (1) 7o mental constitudon. Every man brings certain
braiv-power into the world, which is to be developed and applied Ly education
and circamstances, Nor (2) Zo moral dispusitien. Every man is bern with a
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heart opposed to the law of eternal rectitude. The text refers solely to the
bounties of nature. So far as these are concerned, we brought nothing to the
cradle and shall carry nothing to the coffin.  The text teaches:—

1. Tuar No MAN HAS ANY ANTECEDENT CLAIM ON THE BOUNTIES OF NATURE.—
The child of -the paugsi and the child of the prince come into the world person-
ally on equal terms. Yet there mus? be Soctar Distincrions. These will arise,
First, Lhrough difference of force of character. Svme men could make the
wilderness bring furth fruit, while others would famish amid the luxury of an
Eden. Secundly, Zhrough dicersity of dispusition. 'The open-hearted man will
be his own executor :—he scatters as he goes; whereas the covetous man piles
his proverty that he may boast of his wealth. The text teaches: —

II. Tuat no MaN caN RISE To ABSOLUTE PRoPRIETORSHIP OF THE BouNnTIES OF
Nartvre.—~The mightiest monarch cannot touch an atom as absoiutely Bis own,
He did not bring it into the world and he cannot earry it out. Amid the clamor
of contending monarchs—amid the din of battle for empire—one voice is heard
asserting the true proprietorship of the universe: “ e gold and the silver are
uINE, and the caltle npon a thousand kills. (1) Man is not the proprietor, he is
merely @ steward. (2) Stewardship implies responsibility. W hat a new concep-
tion of life is imparted by the thought, that what we have is only borrowed! The
text teaches :—

IIL. Tuat MAN sHOULD CONSULT THE ABSOLGTE OWNER IN THE DISPOSAL OF THE
Bounties oF NaTuRe.—There must BE an Owner. It is most evident, however,
that man is not the owner, forasmuch as he * brought nothing into the world and
it is certain that he can carry nothing out.”” The Divine Being is the owner, and
He, as such, ought to be consulted in the distribution of Ilis own property.
First, This is reasonable. Is it reasonable that your servant should dispose of
your property without consulting you? Secondly, Z%is is pr:fitable. Duoes not
God know best how property should Le employed? Can e not reveal the best
mode of investment? 'I'he text teaches :—

1V, Trat MiN MUST EVENTUALLY DISSOULVE H{S CONNECTION WITH THE BouNTIBs
oF NaTuRrE.~—First, This s inspiring lo the Christian. 1le has been employing
the world merely as so much scaffoiding;—he is only too glad, therefore, to take
it down, and enter into the temple of purity and rest. Secoundly, This is heart-
crushing to the sinzer. When he parts with the world, he parts with his Ann!
Having surrendered * things seen and temporal,” he stands in God’s universe as
a penniless pauper! Though we can carry no secular possessions out of this
scene of being, there is one thing we must take with us, viz.: MoraL CHARACTER.
We cannot get rid of that even in the ** dark valley of the shaduw of death;”
that will accompany us into the presence of the dread Judge! Iaving passed
the present life,—having known ite sorrows and juys, and been disciplined by all
its mutations,—having been brought into contact with the glorivus truths of
Christianity,—having heard the gospel in all its fulness and power, it is impossi-
ble but that these influences should have produced some effect on our moral
npature. What is that effect?  Suppose it should be the * savour of death uute
death,” then there are three enquiries which God may institute:—(1) If you
have not honoured me in yonder world what guarantee 1s there that you would
honor me in heaven? (2) If you have not honoured my Sox, what guarantee is
there that you would honour Me? (3) If you have morally wasted one world,
what guarantee is there that you would not waste another? In hearing these
enquiries the sinner must be smitten with confusion and dumbness. On a review
of the whule subject, three duties appear plain:—

1st. o engoy the bountics of Providence.—The Great Father intended his child-
ren to find joy in nature; and the true heaven-born child will delight himself
according to the dictates of a regenerate heart.

2nd. To distrilile the bonties of Providence.—There is but little joy in self-
appropriation. Giving is a means of grace, liave you scen the widow’s eye
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when you have ministered to herneed? No artist can reproduce the divine light
that shines there!

3rd. 7o be graleful for the bounties of nalure.—A life of gratitude is a life of
happiness! If you would be truly grateful ever look to those who have less of
this world’s goods than you have. A survey of the palace nay induce discontent-
ment, but a glance at the workhouse may awaken purest thankfulness.

My friend, what are you living for ? What is the supreme oBsEcT of your being?
Are you not convinced of the fully of expending your energies on the transitory
pleasures of the present life? Is there ought in mere material property to meet
the requirements of your immortality? Let me charge you to seek the * true
riches.” Apart from Christ there is mothing satisfying!” ¢ IIe 15 aLL 1¥ ALL.?
You need pardon: He can grantit. You are seeking peace: Ile can bestow it.
I adjure you to seek Him with all your heart! Having found Christ you have
found a universe of blessing. You will part with this world, «s a fuded leaf, that
you way enter on an unwithering and incorruptible inheritance.

Fragment Basket.

Foryess oF Crrist,—Is every degree of grace in a seint a part of Christ’s ful-
ness? Doth it add to His fulness? Is the addition of every member a part of
His fulness? Then conversion of souls, adding grace into the hearts of men, i3
the best work in the world, for it is an adding to Christ’s fuluess ; and what can
be a greater work ? It is not only duing good to a poor soul, though that would
move vae; it is the motive that James useth : * he that converteth a sinver from
the error of his way, shall save a soul from death,” he pulleth him out of the fire ;
but besides this he addeth to Christ’s fulness, which is the highest motive that
can be. That, as the apostle Paul saith, that moved him to take all the pains he
did, to suffer persecutions for the preaching of the gospel, and to be glad of it too ;
“ I bear,” saith he, * the aflictions of Christ in my flesh, for his body’s sake ;”
this was Paul’s motive : but here is a higher motive; here it is not to do it for
his body’s sake only, but for Christ’s, to make up llis fulness. If there were n
piece of work, a statue that were to last to eternity, would not all the cunning
artists in the world be glad to have a hand in carving but a finger in that statue?
My brethren, to build up the saints, to juin ir the saints to Christ, is to add to
the fulness of Christ.— Goodwin.

Tuorys.—A thorn swallowed into the flesh, if it be not looked to, rankles. Sin
without repentance will fester in the soul, and is 80 much more perilous as it is
less felt.  Ob the number of thorns that lie in many consciences, who complain
no more thaa if they ailed nothing !—1Ibid.

Gon's Perrecr Work.—Among the ten thousand plants that clothe the naked
world, from the cedar of Lebanon, to the hyssop on the wall, or, as we would say,
from the pine on the mountains, to the lichen on the rock, none are found where
the execution fulls short of the design.  Nor ameng the countless tribes of animala
which people the regions of air, earth, und water, does God in any case appear
to have begun a work wnd swpped in the middle—left it imperfect. e never
made an unfinished flower, or an unfinished insect, and it were strange He should
make an unfinished saint; and that we should not be able to say of those whom
he redeemed with Jhe blood of Ilis Son, what I can say of every primrose on the
bank, and of cvery sea-shell on the shure—Great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord Gud Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints. Whe
shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name?— Dr. Guthrie.
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(ORIGINAL.)
SUNSHINE.

There’s sunshine in heaven, tho’ often below

Our pathway is shaded by darkuess and wo:

Tho’ often the tempest of sorrow may rise

And quench the warm light of our once sunny skies—
There is a bright land, ever smiling and fair,
There’s sunshine in heaven—oh seek for it there,

There’s sunshine ia heaven, clear, beateous, and bright,

And changeless as pure, is the glorious light

That beams on the souls of the blessed above,

For its source is the Author of gooduness and love ;
And naught can o’ershadow the light of that sky,
Or dim the glad smile of the joy-beaming eye.

There’s sunshine in heaven—then mourn thou not

Tho’ shadows and darkness should here be thy lot :

Tho’ chill disappointment fall heavy and sad

And crush thy fond hopes, ever joyous and glad :
But look far above these dark regions of care,
There’s sunshine in heaven : oh seek for it there.

Marie.

THE DAY-LABORER.

¢ In the morning sow thy seed, and in the cvening, withhold not thine hand; for thou
knowest not whether shall prosper, cither this or that, or whkether they both shall be alike
900d.”—ECCLESIASTES ix ; 6.

Sow ye beside all waters,
Where the dew of ITeaven may fall;
Ye shall reap if ye be not weary,
For the Spirit breathes o’er all.
Sow, though the thorns may wound thee,
One wore the thorns for thee;
And though the cold world scorn thee,
Patient and hapeful be.
Sow ye beside all waters,
With a blessing and a prayer;
Name Ilim whose band upholds us,
And sow thou every where.

Sow, though the rock repels thee,
In its cold and sterile pride;

Some cleft there may be riven
Where the little seed may hide.

Tear not, for some will flourish,
And, though the tares abound,
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Like the willows by the waters
Will the seattered grain be found.
Work while the daylight lasteth,
Ere the shades of night come on;
Ere the Lord of the vineyard cometb,
And the laborer’s work is done.

Work! in the wild waste place,
Though none thy love may own,

God guides the down of the thistle
The wandering wind hath sown,

Will Jesus chide thy weakness,
Or call thy labor vain?

The word that for him thou bearest
Shall return to him again.

On; with thine beart in [leaven,
Thy strength in thy Master’s might,

Till the wild waste places blossom,
In the warmth of a Savior’s light.

Watch not the clouds above thee;
Let the whirlwind round thee sweep;

God may the seed-time give thee,
Buat another's hand may reap.

Iave faith, though ne’er beholding
The seed burst from its tomb ;

Thou knowest not which may perish,
Or what be spared to bloom,

Room on the narrowest ridges
The ripened grain will find,

That the Lord of the harvest coming,
In the harvest sheaves may bind,

—Church Missionary Gleaner.

Frawilp Wering,

WIHERE DOES THIS ROAD LEAD TO?

A stranger was once walking a public road, when he eame to a place where two
ronds met, Seeing an old man seated under a tree near by, be went to him and
pointing toward the roads asked—

“ Friend, can you tell me where those two roads lead to 2’

““'That narrow road to the right leads to the church, sir,” the old man replied,
“ and the broad one to the left leads to the jail.”

A wide difference truly, yet not nearly so wide as the difference between the
only two roads by which immortal men can travel to eternity : * Wide is the gale
and broad is the way that leadeth To pesTrUCTION V"’ Strait is the gate and narrow
1s the way whick leadcth vsto 11vEY’ O awful divergence! Destruction, NELL,
DAMNATION at the end of one road ; %ife, neavey, SALVATION at the end of
the other,

Years are milestones on these roads to eternity. Eighty milestones mark the
extreme limits of both.  Yet few, very few, reach the fiftie// stone without finding
their terminus to the voad. Dear reader, hew far are you from the end of the
road you have chosen ?  Perhaps you are on your last mile! Wouldn’t it be well
to look to its end 2 Wihick road you are in? 'Tnt Broadp roan? Is it possible?
Can you, who were nursed in a Christian home, be in the broad road? It is too
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true, O man of many prayers, you are in that awful road, and near its end too.
Will you not then solemnly inquire, ‘Where docs my road lead to? The most high
God who is to judge you, the Snviour whom you reject, the Ioly Ghost whose
grace you resist, the men and women who have preceded you on the road, all
reply, “ It LEapETH TO DESTRUCTION!” Dare you tread it any longer?

SHAKING OUT THE REEF.

On the wide ocean, between us and India, the winds blow for weeks in one
direction. Then the ship moves on day and night, safely, rapidly, and pleasantly.
A sea captain has been heard to say that he has sailed his ship six weeks without
altering & eail. These are called the “ Trade Winds.”

“I will tell-you a fact about drinking,” said a noble old sea captain. “ And I
tell you, boys, that when people say, ‘It don’t hurt anybody to drink, if they
don’t drink too much,” they don’t know what they are talking about. There is
1o such thing as drinking spirits, without drinking too much. When I used to
sail to India, and got into the trade winds, I used to put all the sail on my ship
which she would possibly bear. But I noticed a carious fact. Every morning
about eleven o’clock, I used to go down into my cabin and take a good horn of
brandy. Before going down, I would cast my eye over the ship, see that every
sail was full, and every rope taut. She was under all the sail she could safely
carry. On coming up out of the cabin, having taken my brandy, it always seemed
ae if the ship was sailing too slow, and the winds had fallen. Then I would cry,
¢ Up there, lads, and shake out that reef.” For about thirty minutes my poor
ship would stagger under the new press of sail. By that time, when my brandy
began to subside, I found she was under too heavy a pressure, the winds seemed
to blow harder, and again I would shoat, *“ Up there, Jads, and clew up that reef.”
So I found it day after day, and was utterly unable to account for the lull in the
wing just about that hour. But one day I was unwell, and omitted my brandy,
and overheard my cook, black Cesar, say, ““Captain drink no brandy to-day—
guessno shake out reef I” Then I understood all! From that time I dropt my
brandy, and there was no change in the sails of my ship. I drank moderately,
and y et it was too much ; and 1t would not have been straunge if I had lost my
ship i n consoquence. I tell you, boys, there is no such thing as drinking, without
drink ing too much.”

It’s even s0. We don’t know but a little about it. Many a shipmaster has felt
cold or hot, tired or slecpy, vexed and troubled, and has gcne to the bottle, gained
courage to be rash, * shaken out the reef,” till his ship was dashed on the rocks,
or swamped in the seas.

Many a physician has been worn down by labours and anxieties, his nerves
weak, and his mind wavering, and has gone to the bottle; and thus he, * shakes
out the reet,” is rash in dealing his powerful medicines, and he loses his patients,
loses self-reliance, and the confidence of the community, and he loses practice and
character, and is ruined.

Many a merchant drinks a little, feels more confidence, makes bargains when
thue stimulated,—* shakes out his reef,”” and is ruined.

Many & mechanic takes a contract which he examined after drinking a litile,
forgot the number of hard blows it would cost to complets it ; and thus he * shakes
ount the reef,” and is ruined.

Many = young man falls into jovial company, feels that it would not be manly
to refuse to drink with them ; and he drinks, * shakes out the reef,” and acquires
» taste that is his destruction.

And many a bright boy, the hope of his father and the pride of his mother,
early learns to drink a little ; and thus he * shakes out the reef,” disappoints the
hopes of his friends, lives a poor creatare, dies a drunkard, and reads over the
gate of heaven, “ No drunkard shall inherit eternal life.””—Rev. Jokn Todd, D.D.
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