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SUGGESTIONS ON THE DEFENCE OF CANADA,

,lij| tifce X^ormatloit or F*la.nk OompanleMi IVoin tUe Sedcn*
u> j ,4. twrjr Mllitin, on tbo OUoapoMt and moMt ]<9fllolont

^3^iil*tf>#i«f'>*'^"*^*P*«»» *»***"*« Time aiid JMoniey
'lit \«H . t

Into oouwideratlon. •

'udt is»y A. W. PLiYFAIR, LIEUT.-COLONEL LANARK RIFLES, 0. W. :

«Ji '^ii f .J «..: JtMor 9/ m Lttttr to Um VolmUm of England, i% 1860, *«. 4c. '^m^»• "''

,
I PuTH, December 9, 1861.

ia the dream oftH for Waterloo. In tlie pitsent state of Europe

,

'.•»« 'I..-'

i« "Pt«ge^*' ays Seguiry «

»jtMf
J
.TTar k the hfctoiy of «an." gome event may require the withdrawal of some

W ilTHhoat eontft^ietioti, we oujjh; to be the !»»< of Her Majesty's fbrcfes ; howeveHhe British

hAppie.; pMfrtfe en thill continent, and I may add, Oovemmeiit may lament.!!, Owy Must take ft

tpariapa of•my other. We enact on- own laws, P"ge from the history of the world and attend to

•lla^ikM taxes thlin our neighbors, one of the the greatest emergency first. Is net the Cabinet

•iant'eoBntries ia the worM, and the largest of Englftnt iiow acting on the very principle, in

•W9r^*tliat 'floats on the bosom of the ocean to sending reinforcements to Canada as the part of

proltat KMHT eotameree on every aea, without it her possessions supposed to be the tnetrt lb dkii.

eontiiig« a' farthing. Under sneh favorable cir- ger ? With her it is like a game of cfaM tipon

«aBatMic«a, what is to pHsvent our haopiness? a grand scale, in which eoloniM, crowns and
Jkad^iA abeiMr does a doud^appearinthepoliti- soeptres, are at stake. These are the trite d^
ad iMMrisbn of the neighbering republic, threat- cumstanoes of the case. If BnglaMd does not

•tring to diMwb the- pMMefthan the monarch of Deed the troops, and is disengaged, we wiH have
tln«ee« is chartet««l^fi>r the purpose 1. bring- little trouble with our calculating neighbors,

lag iiat troops—giviii^ a sure pledge of British although the desire of their hearts is, ''America

fliadnil^ ag^ to poof odt her blood and trea- for the Americans," and "The bi«ad AtklMic
.Mmte defend a% for which every true Britirii for a boundary-," bat their^Hey it **%i^ until

^•dQeetmMlliMlaBfe^faMly thankful. " I^I«nd has her hands full like 1813," then
i£vt(kaHUBl««iLof Britiab r^Iawe will en«bt« con- ^'Knghwd's necessity will be America's oppot-

jm wae:'fm%f an^ intimidation to our "tnnity." I have ctirefnlly watched the UoHfed

'Qnffiilf fit* as that while the Unitnid States for half a centnry, and have mvatMiy
fltetta tee- thMMa^g 'to poar out the vial of noticed the tone of.the press towards Englttid

.tWr WraUi, liGiiat .Bthtan is a( peaoj and can to be like the mei^cry in the gradoiteiflcllfr of
iiyme «oa>e rngiwuhfa to; fa«.;>i^rtered in the thermometer. When Engkmd waa b trwMe
•CaWda; f.bat wIM'/bmi tdl th* mmnent they the mereury was op, aad when 13n|^aiid wai Ita-

aajr be MqHAd for hn awn dafcaea, oraome of engaged it fell. It never rose so hig^M ia 1S19,

liar naaMvona .Mkmiei T' b dte war of 1812, when England was physioidly exhausted thtvi^h

BritHiaJMUIaotrciopBtoa^are; thoae regiments a long war; and it never fell so low sa When
whidl)weilB atattOMd in &it>ah Notth Aoierica, peaee was procldmed in Barope in 1814,' and
«Hlitdi« aid of the Fem^biek Mid Militia; had to part of the Wellingtotf army came eitt to

tear tiie bnnt, and sonw of'jthaa weresbon re- Canada. Their deviation f^om the general pnt-
diflad to skeletoaa. The war brriro out iti' June, tioe of tk^ir press, by insulting England lately, hi

lfllS,.*ad iitraakktein I8l4y before part' of the time of profound peace, is trough iotoxieatioli

WaUiagtOtt ^araiy madal^mpearanea at the by the large «r|ay, or ratho number of taenea^

ttm^iiv'uimsut iu CMit&«il^>9B «u iiie A^wing rvilea itru i^«r servicv, cnti«4 oy them "the
Febraaty paaoe was prodaiiiW, «nd the troops United Statm Grand Army of the North." Thaa
wera wanted again at homo, but arrived too laie inflated, they fanc7 themselves a great militaiy

#
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powcfi knd AM weak enough to think they
van crush ,ho South, and then take Canada.
They do not know that undisciiJinoil men can
defend a country, but it requires a rejjular urmy
loinvoide and conquer an enemy's territory.

They h«ve forgotten the severe Iuhsoob they re-

ceived in their invasion of Canada in 1812 5 but
their signal defetit at Bulls' Run, we would sup-
pose, >rould refresh their memory.
But suppose England always to be at peace,

* although her history tells us she waa enga-'ed

during little more than the last century in thirteen

wars, besides the Inu'a-i mutiny, the Cape of
XJood Hope, and Now Zcahind, and spent £796,-

495,r J atg,
;

she has forty-two colonics to pro-

tect, and Hut Indian Empire never can be
left with aa few European trocpa eu/urmerly.
That on the continent of Enrofjp the three great
military powers nlono of Russia, FraBee, and
Austria have 1,600,000 men (not on paper only,

I write from ofliciol documents,) stanAng, well
equipped, disciplined armies, ready to take the
field on a short notice, and England's army is

small in pro,iortion, when we consider hw
proximity to the contiiient of Europe, and the
prptfiction of hoi vast colonial possessions. The
itroops she can spare oa cannot protect our long
line of frontier. An army must have an open
pear,—*they could not exist without it any more
than a fish out of water, and unfortunately

fer ufl, our communication must be kept open by
oar left flank. And no small portion of Sir

George Provost's army was occupied last war iii

thai rf)solute necessity, I| is trne the Rideau
Caual will be safer for stores, but our public im-
pAOveociits such as our St. Lawrence navigation

twitjki its jl3«auhrrnois Canal and lock—Tnonu-
B«pts ©f folly or treason)—cfur frontier cities

Trttkour Grand Trunk Riulway, will absorb more
trpopato efectually protect them than was ne-

ccMAiy last war, when the country was almost
in estate of nature between Montreal and King-
Bt9n:*-»nly a few villages and straggling settle-

ments. The protection from Kingston upwards
depends mainly 011 the preservation of the St.

Lawrence navigation. If it is kept safe, as also
the Welland Canal, gun boats can be brought
up that will protect everything on the lakes.

Lake Ontario was the stay of.the Upper Pro-
vince in the iasi *ar, though the short period
Commodore Chauncy had the osceadancy on

Luke Ontario, Toronto, the then capital of L>
per Canada, was taken, and the Government pro-
perty, House of. Assembly, Ac, burnt in the
spring, of 1813. The British fleet being bettor
prepared then came oat of lifcrboar, and th« Uo
fleets spent whole days almoflt wilKh gun shot of
each other. Perhaps In the morning the British,
under Sir James Yeo, striving to bring thl
American to action, and in the afternoon of the
same day the Americans striving to bring the
British to action. So vital was the consequence
of the sovereignity of Lake Ontario to the safety
of both frontiers, that neither of the AdmiraU
would nsk an action anless they had the weather
gage; and thus ended the tummer <rf 1818^
withoat a naval engagement, and the summer' of
1814 also

;
but the fleets were not so equal kt

the hrst part of the mimmer. The Amerioaqg
were too much strengthened for the British tty
risk an action, and in the latter part of the ««a-
mor the British wercr sti«ngthened by a 104 «„
ship and a frigate; but still each coma«der
considered some decided advantage waa neces-
saiy to justify the momentons results that must
have accrued from an engagement whicfr would
have terminated so fatal to either one side or
the other. I merely mention this to shew the
necessity of protecting our St. Lawwnee ar*i£.
cJal navigations and our Ghind Tnmk R^lway
and their importanoe in the defence of thfa conn'
tiy, as well as their consequenoeinacommeraal
point of view. Sir Archibald Alliaon confihn
my statement, for he says j- «< The l»«t war
" has clearly demonstrated, that,ihe eomonna df
•' the Lakes is decisive of a Qam|»iga m fbe
" Canadian frontier, and withoatit the beat laid
" plans of defence may f«L jjoth the diaetM
" fiturcs sustained at land in onr North AmeriOM
" possessions—the defeat of Proctor at the Uoii-
" vian village, and the retreat of Provort fi^m
« Plattsburgt-were the immediate cwweqaencea
««of the d: aster on Lake Erie and Uke Cham-
" plain." For, we must remember that Canada
is 6ne of the hardest countries to defend, and the
ea»,iest to ussaU of perhaps any conntiy on the
face of the globe, being the mathematical ideflni-

tion of a line—length withbut breadth. Her
wind-pipe is by the St. Lawrence. Once ont th&t
and all vitality must cease, or in nUin tenat thi>

whole depends on protecting efibctnally onr com-
munication, for every single cartridge to expel



On o«r Hide. bcfli<Ies the
British regulars, we have 5000 volunteere, armed
and cloth<d. In Upper Canada we have 120,-
709 from 18 to 45. lu Lower Canada we have
75,769 of the samo a:?e, all without arms and
clothinj:, except what rifles and fowling pieces
thoy mav have of their own, which of conme in
ou cmcrgcncj' could not be provided with gw it-

ftblo ammunition ;> with the exception of the 2ud

*n 1nrn<!ing foe must come that war. Airain of i9ftn nnA . r
not only may England be en-^ired aa ^u 1 J?2

"'^'^M.OOO a year for military purpose., a,.,T 6

bat warLy'b^ak out so a 1 Ube "l o h: iTe ' H "T""'""
"'^^"""" '''''' '"^ ^^•

-^Z^:"^?^^^^^^
--
-5,^-- in the bo.erin.

in the country and our 5000 voluntecre. The
'

' "

common opinion is thnt a railway from Halifax
to Quebec would obviate this difficulty. I be-'
most decidedly to dissent from this problcmutical
scheme. A railway f.om New Haven, the eastern
part of Xora Scotia, 1 20 miles nearer the British
Isles than Halifax, in time, of peace would shor.

^^^^:lL:TZ^ttiTr^f^ --rr^^--^^ -eption of ,.« 2nd

save frota 12 to 24 IW t me on. !',

^^ """^
""i

^'^ ^'•^°'"' '"''' ^ Lanark rifles, the latter

to be 240 miles on ho outo To "f T^'t "1" ™^ '°™"'' ^''°-'"'^*= *'^«« ^'^ «f «•»•

time they wouldIrrhrnPir ?" T M^""
''"'''' ^«'^''^' '^'°*-""«' of ammunition,

way from St Andr, • K^'^'f
'

' "•'i
" ^^"- ^''"^ ^^''^'^'^ »»«»«• h-'ve upwards of 20,000,-

on British territorv But n lii •

.*f*"^ ^^^' ^'»« « *J«J *«•"« state of the case
j and no-

warfbr* OOP t™ hH tn7r fl
thing but the walU of the AHsemblybeiu; battered

only aa.nnSur I™e o?^nt ^'?''' """''^ '^''°"* '^'^ '^'^" "^ ^''^ Opposition, or a bombshell

qdre a veiT strons force if tTuT, ""''^' P°''*'" *° ^'^^ "°<=*^«ty «f » ««'' an^

open at all anrf-f ^A ? "^
^" '""^^ effectual Militia Bill, with a suitame expenditure.

rbWMnitiaVtlmntaf^Vi^!
^'ta.ts 80,000 eiv passmg the last Militia Bill, and all the new

aBMfSxIi^^Lc^^wS^^ Geuej.. West and myself had to be struck o,'

sautes, for relnfLemWi^ Sp^^lbc S ^
'^'^ ^ ^'"' /" i"*^"°"- '' ^« «- ^

flfe^ndonatniken recl;-ASS Whw^^ v""'' T. '''^'
T-"^' ^''^ «e<tentary milHi*

ro. Ibops, mail's, &c:, ia timeT W.T mit Je ^'l^''''''^"^%i
»'»«« 1«12» «<t - 'oyalty, but

mm be the first IJnk in the pLmfRaCj n . J ^TT '
^r^'^"''"*''

""* ^^^'^ "^«

a^ altlmalely tie Hicqwiv of xufwould «T T "* *^'^^ '" *''°''"' "^^ ^'^'^ *
Ti^W Ei-noPE Avb Asi( Xr f "^'^ """ ' necessary article on a bush-farm, an^

..^lekthatwrtUrosifroitWcrrncoi o
^°"^'^^"°^%^'^«

J^J^"
'^'^ ^ho y«ir. F1«J,

T».n^.^i «• J
"«""«»iae, western coast ot companies were formed, and when the mar hmk*

dSS T w^ef^:4°t«":: Sd'-r'H"°*r'"'-
"'--'^i-**.

pW*!«L%.,«a.v
™ '"'cessary .that we ofCwa(i»boro their part. The Bahes of roww

^i^^Sa^r -St^ ^'"-^^t^ -»^ ^^^--^^ ^^ -X Jho fell in ,Z^
^''^^^J''^&''^:^'^M oftJ»ecQantn-.

S^S.^.'^" 1''^""
r""'' "^"^ ^^ ^^' '''« ^^''^ »l»<^w-. «»" tl» troop.

JFSIrSa lira ;-,r''^'
""^ ^W^4. that firitain cpuWapare oven in'tima^fpea^^

3vS^^^^'^-\ ^-f:^ket3' have =b^a f^thJiendLTSr;;:^ ^0^3
-f^^r^^Or.,ntinMri^aco,^i i.1.0 place uponX lines. AreTe, tl^r^

f,rftn|o rtfle mtroduccd. There is a fund tire'y to depend on Britain for our defence,\t^
.ibo
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Kar mftking (iy6f »6 mucli valuable orilnanw
lands for the ttxprna purjwsc of raising a fen-

-cible force ? Are wo not bound in honour m
well as interegt to make a movement ? I hope
shf! will inhist on the understanding being canrcd
out to the letter ; and that no part thereof bo
applied to any other purposes whatsoever. Are
we, like in 1837, to live in nightly fear from
ruthless mobs, wlien we have the blood, bone,
and sinew, in the country ; free, able and willing
•to defend it, if the proper means are put in their

|)ower? The sedentary militia "have an intertst

in the soil
| they fight to protect their own fire-

Bide*'. their families, their all f If it is said—no
necessity; I ask why the British Government
*re incurring so great an expense in sending out
troops and munitions of war? From the Gulf
of Mexico to the St. Lawrence, men are being
enrolled for the purpose of war. The Northern
States of America are using every exertion to
raise an army of 500,000 men. They hav« a
complete network of Railways, capable of pour-
ing in their forces Bimnltuneoilsly at various
points. It is said by some they don't want Ca-
nada. Why, thtn, did they squander so much
blood and treasure to obtain it in 1812? Have
they changed their policy since ? No, they have
not I Look at Texas! Look to the violation
ofall truth and national honour in the Eastern
boundary question I Look to the death-like ten-

acity with which they cling to a smMl bland in
th« Pacific, which shews their policy to be the
ame^they only want opportunity. But, fco it

remembered, as yet to the honour of the peace
ocicty, (the redcoats and blue-jackets of old
Kngland, assisted by our Militia), the Americans
liavo never gained one inch of territory by tho
bayonet.-f^It isto the pen of diplomacy we have
to attribute the loss of 4,500,000 acres, and
ninety miles greater distance from the At-
lantic to Quebec ;—in the.notorious and deplor-
able Ashbnrton treaty, not mentioning wholesale
Oregon, and their endeavour to claim all the
land to the Russian territory, and shut us out
entirely from the^Pacific. And. is there nothing
In Canada to excite their love of power and do-
tainion? Can any man doubtjfor'a moment that
they would not invado Canada if they thought—J ~ • •" r«vvc=3iui : iiavc lacy noi lor
Itome yearsjpast been making every exertion to
break our centre by penetrating British territory

»t tho Rod River, drawing off the traaa to St.

Paul's, and as far aa in their power American'
«ing the half-breeds—the best raw material for
mounted riflemen on this Continent Are our
fertile fields, our exhaustlesa forests, our ua>
limited wate^power, our spacious hunting*
grounds, with valuable Airbearing animals, our
boundless coal-fields, our oiKspring% our geo*
graphical position which commands the shortest
highway between Europe and Asia, our noble
St. Lawrence with its magnificent artificial navi-

gatbn, our unrivalled Grand Trunk Railway i ia
fine, the site of a great Empire, with the ore of
every metal struggling through its surface

j the
sale of which, to European emigrants, would
bring untold millions to the coflers at Washing*
ton t—is this no temptation to a nation aa aggrei*
sive as the Northern States of America, when
they have half a million of men in attnt? I no
mire doubt it than I 'doubt my existence. And
if Canada n worth fighting far, she muat be
worth defending. I will, ^refore, propose a
systematic plan for the formation of flank com*
panics from our Sedentary Militia, and some new
clauses in the Militia Bill.

The non-commissioned officen of tbe aeden*
tary militia (unless called out) liave no p»j for
doing duty as such ; and in some "-f^nrts the
distance ia so great within the limits of a com-
pany that many escape from year to year t^
General Master; coaaeqaeaUy a correct roUia
not obtained, and good men that attend regu-

larly are maeh disa^iafied. To obviate this, I
propose that bluik lists, for the purpoae of being
filled, be transmitted in due season to the com.
manding ofiicers of battalions, whose dutj it shall

be to deliver the same to the clerk or derka of
the municipalities within the limits of hia bat-

talion; which lists are to be given by.tbemto
the assessors of their respective township, toifn,

dty, or ward, as the case may be; and ^SMh fud
every aflsessor should be obliged, at the tiiip of
assessing the taxable property, to fill ap ia jaid
blank the names and ages of sil persou liabla to
serve in the militia fWnn the age of aixeen to

forty-five, and likewise the concessiooi and lots

on which such persons reside ; and npon the said

lists being taken, should be retomed with the

Bssessmeui, roU tu the cierk of the munidpi^y,
and within ten days^ sent by him to the officer

which delivered blm the blanks, and the com-

1
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Mandingofficer shall wilhin ten days send to each

captain or commanding o£Bcer of a company a

lnnate^roIl from said assessor's list, which shall

be the one used at the general muster, and signed

and delivered to the command>og officer before

the parade ia dismissed, with such remarks on

absentees, etc., as may be necessary, from which

the commanding officer sliall make his yearly

return.

AAd if any municipal clerk or assessor should

neglect or from any cause omit to perform liis

duties, or shall wilfully make any false return in

aoid lists, he should be liable to a fine of not

more than $60, besides the expense of some
other persona to be appointed by the said com-

manding officer of the division, who shall be a
non-commissioned officer ofthe militia, for doing

the duty of said assessor. AU tavern-keepeni,

keepers of boarding-houses, persons having

boarders in their families, and every master and

mistress of their dwelling house, shall, upon the

application of every assessor, or such persons as

may be appoiated on account of default, give in-

formation of the names of all persons residing or

lodging in >ueh house liable to be enrolled, and

all other proper information concerning such

peraons as sock assessors, Ac, may demand. And
if any person of whom such information is re-

qnired refuse to give such information, or should

five false information, he or she should forfeit or

^y not more than $10 for each oflfence, with
M^ } and any persoa refusing to give his own
nameSi^' proper information when applied to,

or shoal&give a false name or information,

ahonld forfeit and pay a, like sum : such penalties

to be recovered in any competent court, or be-

fore any magistrate of the county, town or city

were such hoa been committed. And it should

be: the duty of every assessor of person ap-

pointed aa aforesaid, to report the names of all

defitotters who may incur any penalty to said

dommuiding officer, in order that the said per-

son or persons may be prosecuted in the name of
the Queen ; and all moneys collected under such
action to be paid into the County Treasury, &nu

Ifo into the militia fund of the Province.

First: J propose that the service men of the
aedentarv mi'lifm ahrmlrl Ka an.n1l.».l'A»._ i\

• - -J- — -**.........,—.. stum tUTj o^tr

of flixteen to forty-five, instead of eighteen to
forty-five which is the law at present. To this

change I anticipate a multitude of objections,

from those who have not studied thn subject. Tt

may be necessary, therefore, in endeavoring to

turn the tide of popular opinion to advance

some proofs in favour of the alteration. Tho
first objection will be that they ure too young.

—

By the Act of the Imperial Parliament, passed

in 1803, the Monarch of England is empowered
to call out all men from seventeen to fifty-five,

in the levy oo masse to repel invasion. In the

British service lads were cnliHted into the Hone
Quarda at seventeen, if they were 5 ft. 10 inches

in height ; and arms wore given to boy compa-

nies in different regiments of the line, before that

age, during the French war. The conspiration

in Franco in 1813 called them out in advanco

two years under the legal age ; consequently

they were only seventeen. Mnrshol Ney, after

gaining the battle of Lutzon by young con-

scripts, exclaimed, '' French infantry can never

be too young r' The above refers to offensive

warfare ; ours is for defensive, and therefore not

liable to the privations, fatigue, etc. It will next

be said that mere boys, as some of them would
appear, would nut have strength to hold out a
iiflo. I would inform them that the proper way
to defend Canada, if oommanded b^ judicious
officers, will be battles of. position, m which u
rest will always bo obtainable for the rifle, and
not of manoeuvre. Nnpolern I, said—" No on«
would attempt to fight a :^!e with undiacip-
lined men ; that is, offensive, «nd requiring to
manoeuvre in presence ofan enciuy. The French
Oeneral, Dumourier, after some reverses with
his undioiplined levies, said " he would not risk
the open field, but make the war one of posi-
tion

;

' and this is the wa^r Canada must be de-
fended by the sedentary militia.

Tho advantages of mv scheme, if carried out
in tho first place, adds 15,000 more valuable
men for the defence of the country, or three
times the number of our present volnnteer foree.
From the service men I piopoae to form iank
companies by volunteeiB. forty or fifty strong,
according to the strength of the battalion, an

auiokly as the best description of rifles can bo
btained, aad arrangements for their drill entued

into with a yearly allowance of bidl and blank
cartridge tor practice. These compaoiea to
(Ml four days in the year of eight hoars each
day->^. e. three eoasecutive days and the Queen's
Birthday for company drill and target practice,
under a di 11 sergent, as will hereinafter b^ de-
scribed. Ih. h of these companies to fire at the

iA'A^^^m^ aI.^ JAriyaf aaaIi AtkV on^l j\w% *1«A n.
•X"—

a small silver medal to each company, fumadied
by the Province and given to the best shot ; and
in the event of the same person continuing the
best shot iu his own company, tho 2nd, 3rd, 4th,
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•erU ts equtvnlciit to tho cohI of uriu» aadarcou-
trcmonu of tho boat description for lix militia-
men. Hwtory tells u* that 40U deso.ted on tli«
retreat of the army from l'luit«l)urgh, wl.i, h at
XZOst^.euch. would have anued 2,^00 militia-men with ritfcs. And I huvo no fouho,. to
doubt thu iiumbor abo\ o raontioued to be correct
n« some offlters of thiit division told me tliat tlio
men went off in sections

; and if go, my c«timate
ot tno loss IS below tho mark, for when men ,.,. .r.. .

"^
"

i"
",'" """'" """ «»imw;i um

desert towards the enemy on a rctreat.Xir aras r """"^^'IVfj
l*-'"'" «Ii«^ "»« of fire-arms in «».riy

...rf ««„,.....«.„„„.. „_- .L^. y'}> tn?'r a'ms l,ie, nuu.' dilferent to many of the r«cruiu enter-

means, nud H.mrc „o rea<o..ublo rxpnsu to ae-com ,l,Hh motjodicully the safety of t ,t coimtnT.und \ w.Ii forf it all uiy expcrio.L in thcMt^i

•Militia It they will not find iho younf men inCanHda „,.t scholars wi,h lircamfs, ofXi hcould give incontrovertible moof (lOOlh Ke^tt» wi); suhco It toremart, tlmtyounK menbrought up m « country, whor'o wild Lmil "1,!^
till ailllf iVlLltdO l>.ik..» «1 _. I* i*

and accoutrements are cither cairied wiih them, ,„,',?,or thrown awuy and lost to tho nation that fur-
uished them.
Look at tho contmst between the flank com-

panymun and one in the battalion. Tho flanker
eute« at 16 ;

ho escapes his 10 days' rood work,
iurv and oonstab duly, nud at il is entitled to
100 acres of land, and i.erhaps a medul and bar
on his breast. The l.attalion m.it. has done
nearly as mnch ptiblic duty, tho some time r-ossed
over, and not entitled to any land> For a Lrmerwho has three or four sons tliis would be a fficat

ST'^i'-.u^*^*'^''.''
'"'"""'-' """*«"» ""J did their

duhr faithfully, the; could draw land to«cther.
ondtho youngest inherit the homesteacfus is
usual in this countrj-. Let it be only known
thoroughly m Uritam and it would bo a iireat
inducement to men with rising families to come
to Canada. This system would give us a re-ular
defcncft at all times and in all pfaces for time to
come, ready to meet invasion of tho American
torees, or private speculators in the shape of
sympathiserej and any check from the Militia
to intrudeiTS will have a far more salutary ctR-ct
to stop these feelers, preludes t.- a Texan L>ame.
that have an idea that we wish to dissolve the
union with Britain, and that we arejnfutnat'jd
with republicanism—than if effected by ': jh

!'^°i*'
^ thousand men shot by ^he rci u . in

1838 would not have the effect tlat the shooting
ot three of them hnd by the Militia. This
showed them in more than plain English the
mistake they labored under, that " we wished to

yoke*'"'*
*^^'?.'^^,^""'*^o« «f ^^ British

A number of young men of sober and steady
habits could be sent out ;Vom Hythe, also froi
the Canadian Rifles and 00th Hegiment, who
have been instructed in company drill and target
prti9hce, with the rank of Sergeant, to drill and
ins^uct the flank companies, accompanied bv a
pri^Ate well instructed in the bugle which he
muBt bring with him, ho could also assist in
8(juad drill as well as teagh them the necessary
sounds on that instrument. It could be so ar-
i^an 'ed that they could drill several companies,
the three days' drill leaving tjme enough between
ftr their removing from one company to another,
rheijr travelling expenses would be the kr.r,,«t

lUfij but It would be carrying out fhe project
on the most scientific principle. To obtain a
desirable object we should malce use of the best

tarry a gun. Tlio only hccuse in Canada tocnriya gua is tho purchase money. And J am
l'«Pl.y to be enabled to mid that the youEm. home trom ihis country to fli.ish ihiir
studios for professions, have been fou.ul to bo u,way behind their t.aiis-Atlantic competitors inthe various branches of learning; and laproud to say that some of tli^.m that r"
led the regular service are now adorned with

he Victoria Cross for their distinguished gal-
lantrv. Here then is intolle.;t und valor, wJhmotal of such calibre what is to prevent our
raising a res;,ectable I'rovincial force sufficient
to nspel all intruders ?

_
Hitherto I have said nothing about the cloth-ing in the rural district.. Tte wool u eitherspun .It home or sent to the factory to be madi!

into cloth and to bo dyed various colom Th'fl^.ke« could got^ a sufficient quantity dyedgreen for a shcMt frock coat, Uovvsers and canmade perfectly plain (thougll with unitWrnity

would be a better rifle uniform than can be foujMl

1 f i!,'^"'"
"7^"^',' ^^^^ '*^'*^ '''«»»'•«"' tho less

att active, and the less attiactive the lfi«, killedand woumled. The coat costs no more than .„ordmary one which they wear every day on theirfarms, and would look ^uite aa well as somTof
Zrf'H%'^'^-^''^'^^ walked thesJrSof
he City of Torontp, and sat in the House of As-sembly m whole suits of home manufacture andpcrhans look a little better than the Empc^
Napofeonin hia old drab coat worn by hfm aj

TxVm'^ 1°°'*
T''"^'^ "''^^°"^«i O"-' 'he Duke

rLn hl?° T •''» reconnitoring in an old

dZ .n?iH "k
" P""''*'^ soldier's great coat. Th,-

dress co^Id be worn uDon any occasion, and ifje have peace, it would only U tbe wo«o of 20
days' wear in the service of tho country, when

ho'flri'*''''^^??''^""'*'''''
^'""'^ be ended, andtho flanker entitlea to 100 acres of land. Hewould bo requiied to find it himself. Ton totwelve dollars would bo the outside of tho ejj

pense. luthecventof his being called out ofcourse he would get his day's pnfand an alow-

„"rKt.fc "n ^-^_'-, ^?}^^^S> 'jith great coat
.1 i ..».. utx'.UGaiy oi ooiniun tiiai

grass green ,8 the best color for the uniform of

is bin ?"i''/'^'.'
•"', '"'^i^hining substance, such

as breast plate, whistle, chijin uud steel scabbard.
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Onr Itiflc nri»ade and other regiments arc groen
•Ithough I Itiment (o any too dark—almoHt
black. A grass green is the most inviBible.
Black IS almcMt m conspicuous atiHcarlcti Loncn
the bull's-cyo of a. target is generally painted
black. I wruld ask the question, which -vould be
the roost visible in a grass field, a crow or u
green parrot? Again, if nature changed Iho
coat of the doer to green in place of grey, in tlio
fall of the year, could the hunter an easily dis-
ccrn them? Many of the American riflemen m
the last war wore pea-green uniform, and were
enabled to mow down our men with impunity.
Hir John Johnston in the old American war
raised two battalions called from their dress
" RoyaJ Greens," that cnised no small terror
on the frontier of the State ot York. It is true
aome of the volunteers of England, destitute of
actual experience, and fond of apcing foreigners
have adopted a grey uniform, but their predeces-
sors durin-' the old French war wore grass green
like their forefathers, the national color of the
Royal Archers of England, who also carried ter-
ror to their enemies. Grey uniform, unless very
tastily made, and a great display of black lace
has a convict look, or a runaway from a lunatic
•Hylnm. Green looks well though perfectly
plain, hence it must be the cheapest. See how
well and soldier-like the men of the 60th look in
their plain undress green uniform, walkin-^
through the streets.

°

No doubt some of the European Officers will
look with sovereign contempt on Militia with
on y four days in the year of company drill and
ball practice

; but let mo osk them if these flank
comnanies. formed, di-essed, and drilled, a* above
would be inferior to the raw Militia that twice re-
pulsed the regular troops at Bunker's Hill with
•uch tatol effect? or the new levies to whom Gen.
Hurgoyne surrendered his army with well supplied
•rtillery? or to whom Lord Comwollis and hisW Vccumbed? or to those who stopped Sir
Ibdward Pahenham at New Organs, with im-metm slaughter, with an anny flushed with vic-
tory and crowned with laurels gained in the
Peiiinada? «The Brirish General forgot
that the Araencan rifle," says Sir Archibald Alii-
Bou, " thowh unable to withstand the shock of

tlie English bayonet, in regular combat, is a
most formidable weapon when wielded by ex-

• penenced hand* behind trees, or under sh^ter
'which so rapidly, and often fatally, equalizes
"the veteran and experienced soldier." Or
would they be inferior to our Canadian Militia in
the last war who distinguished themselves so
gallar'ly at Queenston Heights, Chatagi »y,Lundy s Lane, and many other place.-) ? Or are
Uioy inferior to the Portuguese peasantrj- who re-
pulsed Marshal Soult with that same army that
followed up Sir John Moore in his celebrated re-

LTnfin imr'r"?J H.''
*^<5,«"«'^»«« in Spain that

kept 30,000 of the French array from the field
10 keep opcu the communicalions between the

Divisions? Or, the Vcndean peasants, againiil
whom Napoleon, in the midst of^his campaign la
Flanders, was comiwlled to send 20,000 of
his troops? • • * Who can t«II, says the
histonaii, what effect these 20.000 veterana
might have had if thrown into the scale when
the beam quivered on the field of Waterloo?
And have not the best troo|)8 of France been

repeatedly beaten by Tyrolese peasants? How
did the French army suffer in Algeria? Not
from well-drilled European troops—but from the
undi.<cipliued children of the forest. Wo might
multiply quotations from European history, but
sufhce It to remind my readers of the Vendean
peasantry in the French Kevolutioni and the
Circassians witlistanding for yean the armies
of Russia, one of the great military powers of
Lurope. They must blot from the page of his-
tory the above truths, written in charactera of
blood, before they can deny the power of undia-
ciplinedmen in defensive warfare; and differ in
opinion f-rom Napoleon, who, meditating on the
battle held of Lutzen, and observing the alender
figures and lone hair of the peasant youths of
Prus.sia, clothed as they left the plough, with
tw^-thuda more of his own conscripts cold in
cTcath, exclaimed,—« The might that slumberam a peasant's arm !"

The purport of this letter is to ateakm tht might
that slumbers in the arm of (he yeomanry of
Canada, and our leaders to a unse o/our pre-
sent weakness and consequtni danger.

But to recapitulate the udvanuges gained by
the system proposed in these pages : 1st. A cor-
rect roll of the men liable to serve in the seden-
tary militia at the least possible expe.ise %9 be
done correeUy, without surrendering the power
of the military commander to warn out all the

?f
"''»'»•« by law to serve in the Militia. 2nd.

15,0C0 more youths liable to serve at an age the
most likely ti learn with avidity the use of fire-
arms and take pride in military exercise, with
memories the most susceptible to retain instruc'
tioo. 3rd. A defensive force resident in the
countrj' with orms and accoutrements, instructed
in company drill, ball practice, and calls on the
bugle, clothed, Ac. 4th. The flank companies
would be schools from which officers and non-
commissioned officers could be promoted not
only in the flank companies biit fnto the bat-
talion. 6th. A certain number of men in the
batullion companies that have served* their timem the flankers, to whom arms might be distrlbut-
ea m case of invasion. 6th. The gift of land, ant
inducement for younj men to settle m. Caaada.
instead of going to tBe United States, as at pn-
sent a portion do. Tth. Have a beneficial in-
fluence on the tide of emigration wlau known
in Europe. 8l». Create more miKtair know-
led5?e and spirit throughout the Prnvmee ia thft
the young men, who would be curious tt> witness
the target shooting for the priae mcdab on the
Queen s birth day.
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