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A SERIES OF CATECIIISMS.

No. IIL
FOR THE USE OF YOUNG PLERSONS.

\ |

TRUTH OF THE HOLY SCRIPIURES

ON THE EVIDERCES OF CHRTISTIANITY, AND TNIE

CHAPTER 1.
DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS,

Youh. What is CHRISTIANITY ?

FPeacher. The doctrines, morals, and manncr of
worship taught by Clirist and his apostl
corded 11 the New Testament.

Y. What is JupAr1sy ?

7. The religion and laws of the Jews, a peonle d
sccnded from Abraham. These are containi
books of the Old Testament.

Y. \"s'h'xt 18 the religion of th« PATRIARCHS ?

T. Tke belief and worship of the carly pro
of the differ¢nt nations and families of men bof:
introductiof of idolatry. The Patriarchs, ecminent
80 (‘;L”« d, lived before the gi\ ing of the law 1 v M 3
and the most illustrious of these were Adam, Abcl

.‘111. Enoch, Noah, Mclchizedek, Abraliam, is:

|
L 111 ¢lQ

Jacob, and Job. ’
Y. What is meant by REVELATION ?
T. A supcrnatural communication of truth firom
God to man, by which we are instructed in the wiil

(f(ul'l]«‘]lt"‘ll"m l»:‘l[‘l\lb\"‘f W ( Cctol
lieve, and to do ; how we are to worshi ip hini 7 what
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we may hope from his mergy, or fear from his dis-
Iﬁh';hllh'.

Y. Does God make revelations of Lis will to every
man ?

T. Not immediate revelations. He revealed his
will first to Adam ; then to Noah, and Abraham, and
others among the Patriarchs ; to Moses and the
Prophets ; and finally by Christ and his Apostles.
We acknowledge no other revelations ? and these were
intended, in different degrees, for the benetit of man-
kind at large.

Y. Have all these revelations been recorded ?

T. No: revelation is distmguished into oraL and
wiITTEN.  The revelations which were made to the
Patriarchs were transmitted by word of mouth, and
handed down from one age to another. For this
reason revelation among them 1is said to be oral, or
traditional ; and the long duration of thar lives pre-
served it from being corrupted. These original truths,
doctrines, and traditional facts, were thus trans-
mitted to Moses, who wrote them, and the laws
which he received from God in the wilderness of
Sinail, in the five books which bear his name, and
arc called the Pentateuch. The other books of the
Old Testament, whether historical, poetical, or pro-
phetical, were written by inspired men called Pro-
phets, by the command of God, and compose the book
called the Old Testament. Our Lord committed
nothing to writing ; but his life and discourses were
written after his resurrection by four of his disciples,
under the influence of the Holy \plnt who “‘br: »11<'lnt
all things to their remembrance. The book of the
Acts of the Apostles, which contains an account of
the first planting of Christianity in the world, was
written by St. ,ulw; the Epistles and the Revelation
by diffcrent Apostles, all under the influcnce of the
Holy Spirit = These collectively arc denominated the
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New Testament ; and the Old and the New Testa-
ments we emphatically call the worp oF Gob.

Y. Has this collection of divine revelations any
other name ?

I. Yes; 1t1s also called THE BiBLE, which signifies
TirE Book, to denote 1ts eminence and supreme ex-
ccllence.  The Christian religion is also c;xlllcd ““THE
Giosrer,” which signifies ‘“the good news.” The
Jewish religion 1s called ‘‘ THE Law,” because of the
commands, moral, ceremonial, and Judicial, which
were given to the Jews by Moses.

Y. Is not the Bible sometimes called ‘‘the Old and
New Testaments ?”’

7. Yes; because in them God enters into covenant
with man, and engages to bestow certain blessings
upon him of his own good pleasure. This covenant
under the law was mm}fc specially with the Jews, but
under the Gospel with Loth Jews and Gentiles.
The former 18 }nr this, and for some other reasons,
called THE OLD TESTAMENT, or COVENANT ; the latter
THE New, and is perfect, universal, and shall never
[).'\.S.i (L“’ay.

Y. Pray explain another term often used,—pis-
PENSATION.

7. This word signifies a dispensing or bestowing :
and, in the theological sense, means the truth and
grace which have been dispensed in different periods
of the world by successive revelations of the will and
mercy of God to mankind. For this reason we say
the Patriarchal, the Mosaic or Jewish, and the Chris-
tian dispensations :—the first commencing with Adam
and reaching to the giving of the law by Moses ; the
second, from that event to the death of Christ ; the
third, from the death of Christ to tha end of the
world.

Y. All this I comprehend : but I would now be
more fully instructed in the proors that these dis-
pensations are from God ; in other words, how the
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rovelationr centained in the Old and New Testa-
Itie - Le shown to be of divine authority,

/. 'Ths s a laadable desire 5 and we will proceed
to these proofs step by step, that *“you may kn
the cortainty of the things wherein you h.z\q been

CHAPTER 11.

A REVELATION FROM GOD HIGIILY PROBABLE AND
NECESSARY.

7. LT our first inquiry be, whether it is probable
thot man has been left without a revelation of the will
of God. | ask you, first, what is Moral Agency ?

Y. Agency is the doing of anything; and Moral
.\:"~ ney i1s the (luinguf \\}H‘.t 18 ‘,,/,,,,!(.,f,,-," )"g]nt or
wrong.  These are called moral acts, in opposition to
natural acts, as walking, tlying, eating, &ec., which, in
thamsclves, are nephier good nor evil, and incapalle
of being praised or blamed.

7. Why do you call some actions good orevil, and
therefore praise or blame them ?

Y. Because they are agreeable or opposed to some
rule or lavw, which determines their nature.

1. By this law do you mean the law of your own
or any other country ?

Y. Certainly not; for if all national laws were
aholished, the actions which mankind have gencrally
agreed to call good or evil would still be regarded as

1ich, and be praised or blamed accordingly.

7. 1f there has been this gencral agreement amoeng
mankind, when did they agree to form those rules
wh.ch malke certain actions good or evil?

}. It they did so agree;, 1t must have been at a
very carly period; even hefore the forming of mankind
into states amd nations ; for the laws of states are

clearly huilt upon a previous agreement among men,
that somc actious are good and beneficial, and that
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others are evil and injurions, snd onght to be re-
stromed, as murder, theft nd o

U, i1l \V10CS
allect society But wo have no r rd of any sol
discussion of 8o werghty :-1—11’3 ct, or ol

cmn
\ any agrec-
ment among mankind to lay down rules or laws,
which should first determine the good or
actions.

7. But is there no proof that mankirfd, in the
ellrlicst ages of the world, considered various actions
as  determined to be good and evil by a higher
authority than that of man ?

Y. Yes, certainly : all antiquity agrees in making
a distinction between things good and evil, and in
representing one to be pleasing, and the other dis-
];!“},.‘“;j‘ to (rod ; one to he thl' 4>l\ju't 1vf I'( '\‘.'ll't]'
and the other of punishment; and consequently, in
acknowledging A WILL or LAW oF (GoD on these sub-
jocts.  But what do you conclude from this?

7. That all the evidence which arises from human
history goes to establish this point,—that a rule was
always known in the world by which men’s actions
were judged of as good or evil ; and that this rule
was the will of God, which,
ascertainable by hig creatures.

Y. 'This scems to be indisputable.

7. Then this makes it highly probable that, in
the earlicst ages, (God made an express revélation of
his wiil to mankind ?

Y. This is also highly probable from the facts
just now mentioned.

7'. Let me then ask you, whether man is not a
created being ?

). This 18 certain ; for he is horn and changes,
and dies, and 18 therefore dependent upon some
power which he cannot resist.

I'. Then there must have been a first pair from
whom we all have descended ?

('\'l] (of

mm some mode, was

Y. This also 18 clear; and as they could not
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ereate themselves, they must have been immediately
created ]»)‘ God.

7. Do you sce nothing in the nature of man to
distinguish him from other animals?

Y. Yes: I especially observe that he is capable of
good and evil actions, which they are not ; that he is
therefore a subject of reward and punishment ; that
he is capable of reflecting with p{casnrc or dissatis-
faction upon his actions, which faculty we call con-
science.

7. Does not, then, the very nature which his
Maker has given him bear an evident relation to
law or »ule, and to reward and punishment ¢

Y. Most clearly; and from this I see another
strong presumption arise, that a creature, who by his
Creator 1s in his very nature constituted to be capable
of moral government, must, from the beginning of
his existence, have been placed under a moral law.

T. But does not a moral law manifestly suppose a
revelation ?

Y. Truly ; because law, being the will of asuperior,
must be known before it can 't)b obligatory ; and it
belongs to a legislator to pramulgate, or, in other
words, to reveal his laws.

T. But suppose it said, that man might infer the
will of God llrum natural objects, and the course of
divine government, without an express revelation,
how would you reply ?

Y. I would say, 1. That then the will of God on
moral subjects must have been more imperfectly
known in the first age, than in the following ages of
the world, because men had had less time for obser-
ving nature, and less experience of the course of Provi-
dence. But thisis contrary to all history and all tra-
dition. 2. That by inference they could only at best
obtain imperfect intimations of the will of God. And,
3. That the will of God would thus be made to de-
pend upon the opinions of men, that is upon the justs
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ness and fairmess ot their inferences, and would,
therefore, be a dificrent rule of action in different
men ; o conclusion which cannot be maintained by
any sober person.

7. Your answer is forcible; but you may add,
that if man had been left to infer the will of God
from the works of nature, and the course of Cod’s
government of the world, without a direet revelation,
there 1s nothing in either to indicate that God ought
to be worshipped ; that he will hear our prayers;
that there is a state of future rewards and punish-
ments ; or that God will pardon those who have
broken his laws, or how that pardon must be sought.
On all these subjects, which are essential to morality,
religion, and hope, the works of nature and the dis-
pensation of Providence are totally silent : and thus
there could have been no system of complete and influ-
ential morality, and nmo authorized religious worship,
and no hope beyond the grave, without aun express re-
velation.

Y. All this appears very manifest ; and yet I hear
much of the sufficiency of human reason to discover
the being and perfections of God from his works, his
will respecting us, the immortality of the soul, and
other important subjects.

T. This is the constant theme of ithdels ; and yet
do you not perceive that none of them have gained
their l{llu\\'lwlgu of these truths from reason, but that
they are all indebted for them to revelation ?

Y. Certainly this i1s the case with the Deists of the
present age ; but how does that apply to the philo-
sophers of Rome, Greece, Egypt, and other anciens
countries ?

T. Just as forcibly. Not any of the most enlight-
ened of them, whose writings remain, or whose
opinions we know, ever pretended to be the discov-
ercrs of these truths.  They speak of them sometimes
believingly, somctimes doubtfully, but always aa

DU —————
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known in the world, and as derived from an earlier
age of antiquity.

Y. You suppose, therefore, that these opinions
were derived from a eommon source ?

7. Undoubtedly they were transmitted from an
carlier ace : for

1. The wonderful acreement of even the super-
stitions of all Heathen nations, in recoonizing certain
facts of the Mosaic history, is a etrong proof that
they are but perversions of the religion and history
of the patriarchal times. Plato, on® of the wisest
and most learned of the ancient Greek philosophers,
says, ‘‘ After a certain flood, which but few escaped,
on the incrcase of mankind, they had ncither letters,
writing, nor laws, but obeyed the manners and in-
stitutions of their fathers as laws ;: and when colonies
scparated from them, they took an elder for their
leader, and in their new scttlements retained the
customs of their ancestors, those especially which re-
latel to their gods, and thus transmitted them to thelr
posterity ; they imprinted them on the minds of their
sons, and they did the same to their chillren.  'This
was the origin of right laws, and of the different
forms of government.”

2. The practiee of sacrifice, which may at once he
traced into all nations and to the remotest antiquity,
affords an eminent proof of the common origin of
religion ; inasmueh as no reason drawn from the
nature of the rite itself, or the circumstances of men,
can be given for the universality of the practice:
and as it 13 clearly a positive institute, and opposed
to the inferests of inen, it can only be accounted for
by an dijunction, issued at a very carly period of the
world, and solemnly imposed.

8. The events, and some of the leading dpinions of
the earliest ages, mentioned in Scripture, may also
be traced among the most barbarous, as well as in
the Oriental, the Grecian, and the Roman systems of
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mytholocy.  Such ar

TIilf TALL AND (

[ under s appronricte aal seriptural emblem,

SERPENT ; THI DESTRUCTION OF THE WO LD BY WATER;
| the NE-PEOPLING OF IT BY TIE SONs oF Noall ; the
EXPECTATION OF IT3 FINAL DESTRUCTION BY FIRE:

and, above all, the Pronese "./. a greal )
DELIVERER.

4. All nations have dispersed from the patriarchal
seats in Asia: this has often been satisfactorily proved.
All relicions, Liowever superstitious, ¢
mon origin.  All the great masters of 1
inthe ancient world, had, therefore, heard
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hiy perfections; of moral distinctions ; «f man's 1m
mortality ; ol of a future state. The b f their
notions were in tae werld loeng before they fived 5 the

worss only, by which they corrupted tl
truths, were of their owa invention.

Y. I perceive, then, that liu

claim at all; even in ihicse carly ages, to the ceredib of
these discoverics : but toll e how 1t 15, that 1en
who rejeet the Bible are so coniident in ascribing so
much power 1o their unavdal reason,

7. My answei naay, perhaps, sarprise you ; hutb 1

M : x o 4 ] it : ] 1"
will prepare you for i remiinding voa ih
philosophers of antijuity made no such ypretension

) nsions
‘ and that this conitidence in human reason 13 1be bhoast
only of men where Christianity 1s alrea
TLo ancient sares confessed the wealiiess of

¢ unjerstanding, and their inahi!

soviers of the present 2o¢ sneak with so nch
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discoveries, is, that these discoveries lave Eeen
actually made Uy the Lible, and have become so
familiar, and, being once revealed, carry so clear a
conviction to the reason of man, that, in the pride and
forgetfulness of their hearts, they think them so casy
as to be quite within the reach of their own efforts,
had they not been so assisted.  For, as Mr. Locke
truly observes, ‘ when truths arc once known to us,
though by tradition, we are apt to be favorable to our
own parts, and ascribe to our own understanding the
discovery of what, in reality, we borrowed from
others ; or, at lecast, finding we can prove what at
first we learned from others, we are forward to con-
clude 1t is an obvious truth, which, if we had sought,
wo could not have missed. Many are beholden to
revelation who do not acknowledge it. It is no di-
minishing to revelation, that rcason gives its suffrage
too to the truths revelation has discovered : but it 1s
our mistake to think, that because reason confirms
them to us, we had the first certain knowledge of
them from thence, and in that clcar evidence we now
possess them.” The answer, then, to your question is
that if we had had no revelation from God we should
never have heard so much boasting of the strength
of reason In man.

Y. But if the first and fundamental truths of reli-
gion were known in the early ages of the world, 1s 1t
not a proof also of the weakness of man’s reason,
that he fell into 80 many and such ridiculous errors
on religious subjects.

T. 1t is both a proof of the wickedness of his Leart,
and the weakness of his reason, and also of the ne-
cessity of a new and WRITTEN revelation being intro-
duced, to restore, enlarge, and perpetvate religious
knowledge : for the truth being once lost, no power
of human rcason was ever able to restore 1t; the
whole world, both wise and barbarous nations, had
sunk ito the grossest ignorance at the tunc of the
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advent of our Lord; and those parts of the world
into which the light of our religion has not yet
entered, even where civilization and learning exist,
arv 1n the same condition to this day.

Y. Be pleased to give me sgme instances of this.

7. Tt is not necessary to state particularly, what
every one knows to be a fact, that the body of the
people were in all nations grossly idolatrous and
superstitious, ignorant of God and of moral dis-
tinctions, and crediting the most absurd fables, both
as to the gods, and a future life. But the charge of
great ignorance and crror lies also against the wisest
and most cultivated minds in the Pagan world ; for,

1. Though the belief of one Supreme Being has
been found in many parts of the world, yet the notion
of subordinate deities, the immediate dispensers of
good and evil to men, and the objects of their fear
and worship, has almost equally obtained ; and this,
of neccessity, destroyed or greatly counteracted the
moral influence of that just opinion.

2. The modern idolatry of Hindostan, which in
principle differs nothing from that of the ancient
world, affords a strlkm«r comment upon this point,
and indeed is of great mqmrtan( e in enabling us to
conceive justly of the true character and practical
effects of idolatry in all ages. One Supreme Being
is acknowledged by the Hindoos; but they never
worship him, nor think that he concerns himself
with human affairs at all. “'lhml)(mg, says Moore,
‘13 called Brahm, one eternal mind, the self-exist-
mg, 1ncomprchens1b]c Spirit.  To him, however, the
Hindoos erect no altars. The objects of their ado-
ration commence with the triad, Brahma, Vishnu,
and Seva, which represent the almighty powers of
creation, preservation, and destruction.”

3. The learnefl among the classic Heathen, it is
true, occasionly gpeak nobly concerning God and his
attributes ; butjat the same time they were led by
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their own 1maginations and rea

min s to conclusions
which ncutralize the effect of tl

( ther sub 'uer € neen
tions, and often contradict them.  The ciernty of
matter, for istance, was held by the Creck and

[Roman philose r.»}l<-l‘w and }v)' thear preee; tors, 1l
Oriental schools, who t;n«»r:g"&. 1t b "‘.‘\1:1‘!‘\ mniH bl

that anything should be produced from nothing,

thus destroyed the notion of creation in its proper
scnse, and of a Supreme Creator.

In like manner, though occasionally we find many
excellent things said ofthe providence of God, all
these were weakened or destroyed by other opinions.
The Epicurean sect denied the doctrine, and laid it
down as a maxim, ‘“‘That what was blessed aud
immortal gave neither any trouble to itsclf nor
others ;”” a notion which exactly agrees with the
system of the modern Hindoos. The Stoies contend-
ed for a Providence ; but in their creed it was coun-
t.cr;n-tul by the doctrine of an

absolute necessity, or
fate, to which God and matter, or the universe, which

consists, as they thought, of both, was immutably
Bdl»}ut, and where the y allow it, they confine the
care of the gods to great affairs only.

Another great principle of religion is the doctrine
of a future state of reward and punishment ; and
though in some form it is recognised in Pagan sys-
tems, and the traditions of the primitive agcs may he
traced in their extravagant perversions and fables, its
evidence was either greatly diminished, or it was
mixed up with notions entirely subversive of the
moral effect which it was originally intended to pro-
duce.

The doctrine of Aristotie and the Ptripmt(ti('q
gives no countenance to the opinion of the soul’s
tmmortality, or even of its existence after death.
Democritus and his followers taught, that the

soul 1s
material and mortal ;

Heraclitus, that when the
soul is purified from moist vapours, it rcturus into
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thc soul of the universe ; if not, it perishes ;—Topi-
curus and his followers, that “when death i Wt rg
not.”” The leadine aen amons the I ! W iicn
[.}..I,\r,; vy introduced \ 1 them, f wed the
var.ous (ircek sce Cicero doubted,  Pliny declares
!H\‘. \'1‘ )»‘V} '.] }rr.» iave 110 IMore sCIs 11Cr

leath than bdfore we were boin g
beyond death there is neither place for care nor joy,
1he po t.«, 1t 1s true, spoke of a future :‘.'m-‘ f rewards
and |»1 nishments ; they had the joys of stum and
the tortures of l.L.LLLJm ; but both philc vmnp.h rs and
pocts n‘r.ux‘\lul them as vuigar fables.

Thus you sce that ““the world by wisdom

( Encew
I R T R T,
not God ;7 and

that the very first principles of 1
Licion were, for azes, either tl('m«-tl, or x‘ulll.i:!ul ]

y
the most fatal errors.

Y. But as I have heard much of [leatlen virtue, 1
suppose that the morals of Gentile nations were
better than ﬂtir oplatons?

7. This also 1s an ¢rror. The facts mvntiuw d 1n
thcir own histories, and Ly their own sati an «l

poets, show that morals were universally

C I’;'II]A.‘\A
to an cxtent not known amonest the

vvorst Chrnstian
nations, and that the descriptions of the state of the
Heathen world inthe New Testament, and especially
in the first chapter of the Lpistle to the
contain no cxazgerations.

Ronians,

1. The elight regard paid to the life of man in all
heathen countrie 5, cannot have (r‘e';l‘l‘t'l the notice of
reflecting minds.  Among the Romans, men were
murdered in their ve®y pastimes, by being made to
iight with wild beasts and with cach other; and
thouch this was sometimes condemned, yet the pas-
sion for blood increasced, and no war ever causcd so
a .j.s.:“‘.?. r as did the gladiatorial combats.
They were at tirst contined to the fancrals of great
persons.  The first show of this kind exhibited ip

Rowme by the Druti, on the death of their fatkier, con.

Teal
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sisted of three couples; but afterwards the number
greatly increased.  Julius Casar presented 300 pairs
of gladiators ; and the Emperor Trajan, 10,000 of
thein, for the entertainment of the people. Sometimes
these horrid exhibitions, when the practice has at-
tained 1ts height, deprived Europe of 20,000 lives in
onc month.

2. This is further illustrated by the treatment of
slaves, which composed so large a portion of the
opulation of ancient states. They H(mrw and ac-
Lnu\\]«wlgt-nl the evil of murder, and had laws for its
unishment ; but to this despised class of human
Inm'w they did not extend the rule ; nor was killing
them accounted murder, any more than the killing nf
a beast. The master had absolute power of life, or
death, or torture; and their lives were th(r(fuu,
gacrificed in the most wanton manner. The youth of
Sparta made 1! their p.stime frequently to lie in
ambush by night or the slaves, and sally out with
daggers upon every Helot who came near them, and
murder him in cold blood. It was the custom of
Vedius Pollio, a Roman, when his slaves had com-
mitted a fault, sometimes a very trifling one, to
order them to be thrown into his fish-ponds, to feed
his lampreys. 1t wasthe constant custom, as we learn
from Tacitus, when a master was murdered in his
own house, to put all the slaves to death indis-
criminately.

3. In many heathen nations it was allowed to
strangle, or drown, or expose INFANTS, especially if
sickly or deformed; and that which in Christian
states 1s considered as the most atrocious of crimes,
was, by the most celebrated of ancient Pagan nations,
esteemed a wise and political expedient to rid the
state of useless or troublesome members, and was
even cnjoined by some of their most cclebrated sages
and legislators. The same practice continues to this
day in a most affecting cxtent, not only among
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uncivilized Pacans, but amone the Hindoos and the
( . \

g r as the thority of their moral teachers

\ {ooa full pe was given Iorx the 1 ;‘\":f" nee of

l , malice, and insatiate revenge. One of the

i1cs of the good man described by Cicero 1s, that

he s no one, exeept he be injured himself ; and
he declares as to himself, 1 will revence all injuries,
\ ling as 1 am provoked by any.” And Anstotle
spealis of meekness as a dgfect, because the meek
man will not avenge himsglf ; and of revenge, as “‘a
morc manly thing.

['o those vices \\M/\h arc connected with the
purait of sinful pleasure, lawgivers, statesmen, phi-
losovhers, and moralists gave the sanction of their
aned their practice ; which foul blot of ancient
Heollienism o continues, to this day, to mark the
morals of Pacan countries.

6. In most civilized states, the very existence of
socicty and the natural sclfishness of man led to the
prez-rration of the ancient laws against THEFT and
rAPING, and to the due execution of the statutes made
arunsy them ; but, 1n this also, we see the same dis-
p siuwon to corrupt the original prohibition. It was
nob extended to strangers, or to foreiem countries ;
nor was 1t generally interpreted to reach to anything
more than tlagrant acts of violence.  Usury, extortion,
an 'l frand, were rather regarded aslaudable acts than
as jurious to character.  Throughout India, there is
saill to be scarcely such a thing as common honesty,

7. Decrrr AND raLsenoobd have been the character
of all Pazan nations, and continue so to be to this
. This 18 the character of the Chincse as given

it authorities ; and of the Hindoos it is
stated, Dy the most respectable Europeans, mot
mercly by Missionaries, but by those who have long
bhe dofieial, eivil, and judicial sibuations among them,

that their d'sregard of trath 18 uniform and 5Y8-
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fernatic. When dismvorml, it causes no surprise in
the ono party, or humiliation in the other. Iiven
when they have truth to tell, they seldom fail to
bolster it up with some appended falsechoods. ““ It i3
the business of all,” says Sir John Shore, *from
the Royt to the Dewan, to conceal and deceive.
The simplest matters of fact are de signedly covered
with a veil, which no human umhrst.unhn;, can
penetrate.” The prevalence of perjury is so univer-
sal, as to involve the Judges in extreme perplexity.

8. The horrible practice of offering HUMAN 8ACRI-
FICE3S prevailed t&nrnughnut every region of the
heathen world to a degree which is almost incredible;
and it still prevails in many populous countries,
where Christianity has not yet been made known.
There are incontestable proofs of its having subsisted
among the Egyptians, t llw Syrians, the Persians, the
Phaenicians, and all the various nations of the East.
It was one of the crying sins of the Canaanites.
The contagion spread over every part of Asia, Africa,
and lun»pc The Grecks and Romans, though lesa
involved 1xr this guilt than many other nations, were
not altogether untainted with it. On grcat and
extraordinary occavions they had recourse to what
was esteemed the most efficacious and most meritorious
gacrifice that could be offered to the gods, the effusion
of human blood. Butamong more barbarous nations
this practice took a firmer root. The Scythians and
Thraciaus, the Gaals and the Germans, werc strongly
addicted to it; and our own island, under the gloomy
and ferocious despotismr of the lhm«lq was polluted
with the religious murder of its inhabitants. In the
semi-civ 1111urkmgtlnmﬂ on the western side of Africa,
as Dahomy, Ashantee, and others, many thousands
fall cvery year victims to superstition. Im America,
Montezuma offered 20,000 victims yearly to the sun ;
an'l modern navigators have found the practice
throughout the whole exteat of the vast Pacitic Occan.
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As for India, the cries of its abominable and cruel
sunerstitions Lave been sounded repeatedly in the
cars of the Dritish pablic and 1ts Legislature ; and,
Licluding mfants and widows, not fewer than 10,000

Lives fall a sacritice to 1dolatry in our own eastern
doznnions )4'.1[])‘ !

0. This immoral tcadency of their religion was
confirined and perfected by the very character and
actions of their gods, whose names were e rpetually
in theirmouths ; and whose murderous or obscene exe-
pleits, whose villanies and chicaneries, whose hatredé
and s'rifes, were the subjcets of their popular legends
which made up, 1 fact, the only theology, if so it
mayv be called, of the lnrt]}‘ of the l)(‘t‘l)l':.

This sad picture of heathen morals and mi ery
must surcly convince you that there was a most

pressing necessily §or a merciful interposition on the
part of God, to enlighten this darkness, and to teach
men e trath as th himself, and all those great princi-
ples onwhich human happiness and salvation depend.

Y. 1 do mndced sce the value and necessity of a
writien and authorized revelation from God, and now

walt for your next step in this unportant argument.

CHAPTER I1L
THE FEVIDEXCE BY WIIICIL A REVELATION MAY BE
SATISFACTORILY PROVED TO BE DIVINE,

T. You acknowledge such a revelation from God,
as should contain explicit information on the subjects
on which mankind had most erred, to have been
necessary ; and you very properly expect that a re-
licious system which makes so lofty a claim should
bo s .l;)gru!'(wl ‘»\\ ade juate ¢ vidence : let me then ask
whether you think it possible for God to reveal truth
to man.

Y. To deny that would be the greatest :\1»\'1111“1_\';
for as he made us ('411'1(10-'4, of kllu\&'lt‘xlbu, Lhe must be
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able to communicate knowledge to us in various ways
—Dby scnsible appearances,—by voices, —by angels,
or by his sccret and invisible illumination of the
mind of man ; thus introducing ideas into the under-
standing, which 1t could not, by its own efforts, have
juircd.

7. Right; but now suppose any man to profcss
that God had thus spoken to him by a voice, cr to
have sent an angel to him with a message, or t » have
illuminated his mind in the way _ill“t« desceribed
would you admit the teaching and writing of such a
man to be of divine authority, on his own declaration
only ?

Y. Certainly not. If he were even a good man, I
sliculd still think that he might possibly have becn
decclre'l in whole or in part.

[{ow then would you require him to prove that
he had received such a revelation from God ?
Y. Indced 1t 1s difficult to conecive Low any man,
thongh he might truly have received such o com-
munication, could conceive any other of it He
micht make such a profission with carnestness ; he
mi_ht gpp al to lus good clharacter; he micht reason
on the doctrine, to prove 1t rational and 20 portant ;
bt none of these could command the entire credence
of mankind, or give his doctrine cuthority

7. Your remarks are just ; and, therefore, if such
a revelation were intended to be a public benciit to
mankind, and lhce who had received 1t was to be
considere d in the 1. ht of a divinewes noer, wemust
suppose that Almighty God would in some way
accrcdit him to others in that character, Ly ¢nalbling
hita to perform som wn: evidently above mere
huaman power to cffect, and which ther fore st
apocar to be wroucht by Ged himself by hiis instin-
mentality, as a <72 of his comm .111.‘

) fhis secims 1o be the only means 3 wlie!
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suppose, urgea by believers in the Bible us signs of
thre deserimton.

/. "thev are 8o but that you may fullv perceive
f.ece of t

arzument which we build wpon them,
I must ask you to tell me what a miracle 1s?

Y. A muracle 18 a wowder, a prodiqy, or extra-
orclinary event.

7. This1s a defimition of a miracle mercly in the
poypular sense ; but i the sense in which we use the
term n theology, we must be more precise in our
ddlimtion. A miracle is an effect or event contrary
{» the esteblished constitutions or course of things, or
a sensible suspension or controlment of, or deviation
the known laws of nature, wrought either by

mmcdiate act, or by the concurrence, or by the
DCrm ;

| n of Ged, for the proof or evidence of some
particular doctrine, or in attestation of the authority
of some particular person.
Y. What end does this definition server
7. Tt shows you that we take the fairest ground
with unbelievers in this question :—that we do not
think every sfrange erent a miracle ; nor what unin-
structed men, from their ignorance of the laws of
nature, medicinal power, the power of imagination
over the bodily frame, or mechanical gkill and con-
trivances, or the science of chemistry, might consider
miraculous ; but acknowledge that event only to he
niiraculous which manifestly exceeds the extent of
fwman power, as measured by those limits of
exertion, which uniform caperience has defined,
which, as it overrules the established laivs of nature,
must argue the ageney of a divine control,—and which
18 80 connected wilh the promulgation of a professed
revclation as clearly to be designed to authenticate it.
Y. The question cannot be more fairly stated ; but
now I wish to hear the arcument you form from the
g1ppos d case of the performance of suclf a miracle.
7. The argument is, that as th¢ known and

.

18
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establiched course of nature has been fixed by him
who 1s the Creator ;url Preserver of all things, 1t can
never be violated, departed from, or controlled, but
cither immediately Dy himself, or mediately by other
beings at his command, and by his assistance or per-
mission ; for if this be not allowed, we must deny
that God governs all things. Every real miracle,
therefore, 18 a work of God, done by his permission,
and with his concurrence.

Y. But how do you connect such miracles with the
authority of the teachers of a professed revelation ?

7. In the following manner :

When such unequivocal nuracles as those we have
pointed out occur only at the time when certain
persons profess that they have a divine authority to
teach and command mankind, this is a strong {)re-
sumption that the works are wrought by God in
order to authenticate this pretension ; but when they
are performed by those persons themselv es, at their
own violation, and for the express purpose of estab-
lishing their mission, inasmuch as such works are
allowed to be real miracles, which no power but that
of God can effect, it is then clear that God is with
them, and that his co-operation is an authenticating
and visible seal upon their commission.

Y. This is satisfactory ; but it still remains for you
to show that such miracles have been actually wrought
by the agents employed by God to communicate to
men the revelations of the Scriptures.

7. This might be done at great length, but it will
be sufficient to examine a few of the miracles of
Moses and of Christ; for if their divine commission
be thus proved,all the rest follows.

Y. This of course.

7. Well, then, to begin with Moses,—

1. The rop cast from the hand of Moses became a
gcrpent.  Here the subject was well known ; it was a
rod, a branch separated from a tree; and it was
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ebviously contrary to the known and cstabiished %
course of nature that it should undergo eo signal s
transformation. If the fact can be proved, the miracle
must therefore follow.

2. The plague of DARKNESS. Twe circumstances
are to be noted in the relation given of this cvent in
Iixodus x. It continued three days; and it afflicted
the llu\pti'ms only, for “all the children of Israel
had light in their dwellings.” The fact here men.
tionced was of the most 1»11}>l|c kind ; and had 1t not
faken place every Egyptian and every Israelite could
have contradicted the account. The phenomenon
was not produced by an eclipse of the sun, for ne
eclipse of that lummarv can endure 8o long ; and to

what but to a supernatural cause could the distinction
made between the Israelites and the Egyptians be
attributed, when they inhabited a portion of the same
country, and when their neighboarhoods were im-
mediately adjoining ?  Here, then, are the characters
of a true miracle. The established course of natural
causes and effects is interrupted by an npcratmn upon
that mighty clement, the atms )sph(m That 1t was
not a casual irregnlarity in nature, is made apparcnt
from the effect following the volition of a man acting
in the name of the Lord of Nature, and from its being
rcstrained by that to a certain part of the same
country : ¢ Moses stretched out his hand,” and the
darkness prevailed everywhere but in the dwellings
of his own people. The fact being allowed, the mi-
racle of necessity follows

3. The miracle of dividing the waters of the RREp
SeA. In this cvent we observe, a8 in the .others,
circumstances which exclude all possibility of mistake
or collusion. The subject of the miracle is the sea ;
the witnesses of it the host of Isracl, who passed
through on foot, and the Egyptian nation, who lost
their King, and his whole army. The miraculous
vharacters of the event are,—the waters arc divided,

\
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and stand up on each side ;—the instrument 1s a -
sirong east wind, which begins its operation upon the il
waters, at the olretehing out of the hand of Moses, C
and ceascs at tl unc signal, and that at theprccise ot
moment when the return of the waters would be most ! di
fatal to the Egyptian pursuing army.  The miraculons -
character of this event is, therefere, most strong ly the
marked. An expansc of water, and that water asca N J—
of from nine to twelve miles broad, known to bLe ; tho
exceedinzly subject to agitations, 18 divided, and a A
wall of water 18 formed on cach hand, affording a to m:
passage on dry land for the Israclites. The pheno- T,
yenon occurs, too, just as the Egyptian host are on m th
the point of ‘overtakimg the fugitives ; and ccases at upon

he moment when the latter reach the opposite shore indul
{n saf ty, and when their enemies are in the midst of Clhyis
the passage, in the only position in which the closing indul
of the wall of waters on cach side could ensurc the ’ Sk
entire destruction of so large a force. be tr

4. The falling of the maNNA in the wilderness for their
forty years, is another unquestionable miracle, and flic £

one in which there could be reither mistake on the headin
part of those who were sustained by 1t, nor frand cn = .
the part of Moses. That this event was not produced rai

by the ordinary course of nature, is rendered certain \\', P
by the fact, that the same wilderness has been tra- of mir
velled by individuals, and by large bodies of men, any in
from the earliest ages to the present, but no such miracl
supply of food was ever met with, cxcept on this -

occasion. And its miraculous character 1
-,

s further P
marked by the following circumstances :—That 1t fell tll'J “']
but six days in the weck : that it fell in such pro- Yo
digious quantities, as sustained three millions of s.uls: '

) i : i can by
that there fell a double quantity every I'riday, to serve et ]
. ) p C ] EATE ) v i m |
the Israchites for the next dav, which was their .
Sabbath : that what was gathcered on the firs? five :r ‘
days of the weck stanl: and bred worms. if keyt alinve C
3 i 1L !

onc day ; hut that which was gathercd on Trida
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\ ¢ [srachit , bt
( ! 1S 1 1 1 )
el t Iand of Canaan. | t ( :
d di par Wil | ( 1 cerodd and t t ence
contirm he fact, whilst tl uncuivoeally ¢ hlish
the miracle No 1L nle could be deceived 1 these
cirumstane no person could persnade them of
‘ their truth, if 1]1" hl. not cecurred ; and the whole
was o clearly out of 1 recular course of nature, as
to mark :.1;(‘,11\«»(.1]\ interposition of Gaod.
To the majority of lf:" numerous miracles recorded
i the Old Testament, the same remark apply, and
upon them the same miraculous choractors are oS
mdabitably impressed.  1f we proceed to those of
("H'.“‘“ the cv 1l nece b mes, 1L POss ‘M}\‘. niero
| 1')11"“,1" w‘yt. r“u‘»\ WCETe 1'!r:Ll?“.' L.Y.'lr‘,(' ﬁn‘ ’ woer
‘ either of human agency or natural causes. t wou'd

be trifling to examine instances so \u';l known

their circumstances ; for the lig 'to

the feedine of the multitudes

healing of the paralytic,—the
:

witherod hand in the gynagocue, near Jerus:
ra from the dead the dauvchter of Jairy

widow’s son, and Lazarus, — and many otherinstances
of mira-ul us power,—will Le sufiicient to convipee
any mzenuous mind, that all the characters of real
miracics meet in them.,  1The oreat miracle, the t r
rcction of our Lord himself from the dead. so often

appealed to by the first teachers of hist
the whole.

Y. I now most clearly perecive, that if these fac
can be established 10 hay actuall
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ia not evidence from prrornrecy also relie:l on i proof

of the divine anthonity of the \(Yllul”“ 5? "]"1‘
I 1t is; and with reason to
Y. But tell me what you un']qu and by p)m%w’ Laai
7. Your question is imporiant ; for we do n wt un- ! an
derstand by prophecy an ingenious arlicipation of of 1
future events, which sometimes may be realized ; nor notl
durk and lrlm-/'m’tl/ (e neral /»I'/t/ﬂ‘ﬁfl/l\' which may thai
often have a plausible application to diiferent events; utte
nor the wise conjectures of observant wwen, founded that
upon ecpericace.  We here, as in the case of nuracles, anti
tuke open ;)rvnnn] with our opponents, and appesl to }
I“"l'““ y only as 1t bears the following characters :— prop
1. 'That it shall have been delivercd u«/ re the cvent 1.
satd to be a fullilment of 1t ; 2. That 1t \'1.‘1” have a very
particuiar, and not a «,/u'/u/ agrcement with that | Irres
event; 3. That the event shall be such as no duman ‘ . L
Sugacity or _/"I'l\r‘l]/t[ could l)tu\‘.\ll:].\' conjectwre and beto
Sortell ; and, 4. That these predictions shall be con- Jv“‘]‘
accted with those who profess to give revelations from SHTI
(God to mankind, in the same manner as in the case Li
of miracles. “"“"y'
Y. This brings the matter to an easy issne ; but in app-!
what way is the fullilment of prophecy proof of a Palr
divine commission in him who utters it ? Wity
7. In the following : pern
When, for instance, the events are distant many gilii€
years or ages from the uttering the prediction itsclf, the
depending on causes not so wuch as existing when et
the prophecy was spo }u‘n and recorded, and hkewise ANcic
upon various circumstances, and a long arbitrary unde
scries of things, and 1lu* fluctuating uncertaintics of ) f"';t" t
buman volitions ; and especially whe n they depend ‘.’i oul
pot at all upon any external circumstances, nor upon fo
any created bemng, but arise mercely iroa the connsels ‘l;']‘y“
aud appointiaent of God himsclf :—such events can prsa
be forcknown ouly by that Bemng, one of whose ;"““I'

attributes 1, crmniscience, and can be foretold by him
SClLe
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mly to whom the ““Father of lights” shau reveal
them; so that whoever 1s manifestly endued with
that prelictive power, must, in that instance, speak
an' act by divine inspiration, and what he pronounces
of that kind must be reccived as the word of God ;
nothing more being necessary to assure us of this,
than credible testimony that such predictions were
uttered before the event, and conclusive evidence
that the rccords which contain them are of the
antiquity to which they pretend.

Y. Can you give any instances of this kind of
pmphcv\', and 1ts fulfilment?

1'. The instances which the Sc rxmurm supply are
very ngmerous ; but a few will convince you of the
irresistible fnru of their claim to divine 111\1,nat1nn

1. Wi take, hrxt ﬂu-uhhrllullnulu tion of Jacob
beforehis death : *“ The sce ptre shall not depart from
Judah, nor a l;xwgiwr from between his feet, until
SHIL uu come,’’ &c.

The word Sninon signifies, ‘““ He who is to be
send,” or, ¢ The peace-maker ;7 in either scnse, the
application of it to that great Person to whom all the
Pa(riarchs looked forward, and a!l the Prophets gave
witness, 1s obvious. Decfore a certain event, a certain
per-on was to come, to whom the people should be
gitliered : the event has certainly arrived, but who is
the ]n rson ? The :L}»lv}.vlll;un of the »ltrp}w( y to
NMess:ah 13 mot an invention of ('hrisu‘u)s. The
ancic m, Jews, as appears from their commentators, so
understood 1t ; and the modern ones are unable to re-
fute th: cvidence drawn from 1t in favour of the claims
of our Lord.  That it is a prediction, is proved from
) Iurm, and the circumstances under which 1t was
delivered ; that it has received a singular accom-
plishment in the percon of Jesus of Nazareth, i3 also
certam ; and it 13 cyually cercain that/no individual
beside can be producel m whom it has been in any
scuce whatcver accomplished.  Judah, as a tride,
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remained {11 after the advent of Jesus Carist, which

canl be savd of the longed e rsed ten tnibes, and
g cly of o un, which was merged nil.ww'uiu-
of Jadah itll our Lord came, and hed accomplishcd
Lis work on rth, the tribe of Judah \'tt[»lllu.«ll.
il 13 matter of unquesticnable historic fact.  In a

siiort tune afferwards it was dispersed, and mingled
with the common mass of Jews of all tribes and
countries : thisisequally unquestionable.  Now again
we ask, Could cither human foresicht determine this,
or 1s the application of the event to the prophecy
fanciful?  Tho predicticn was uttered in the very in-
fancy of the state of Israel, by the father of the
fathcers of the tribes of that I""‘I“! e. Ages passed
away ; the mightiest cinpires were annihilated ; ten
of the chosen tribes themselves were utterly dis-
persed into unknown countries ; another became so
wmsignificant as to lose its designation ; one only
rematned, \\Invz imposed 1ts very name upon the

nat l nat }.‘ll‘ tll« ob J1 ct Hf ])ll])ilx‘ !:l'M Y""flt n un 1ol
the Messiah came, — and that tribe was Jopan, the
tribe spoken of inthe prediction, 'mvl it remained as
1t were enly to make-the fulfilment manifest, and
was then confounded with the relics of the rest. What

prescienee of countless continecencies, oceurring in the

1
]

itervening ages, does this imply ! - a prescience truly
which can only belong to God

"The apostasies and 1dolatries of his people were
f»' told fl“, Moscs before 'l‘ death. “ 1 know that
aftcr my“de: th ye will utterly corrapt yoursclves, and
turn asule f 1 the way }u h I have camn m.l:nlul

you, and ~-\1l \\:l befall you 1 the latter daysy
(e, xxxi 29;) and he accordingly va!,h tical l)
(A wres then z"::’;}]‘lmi,h

Lot us look into the detail of these threatencd
D ; ‘ Beotdes the erdinaryv inttictions of ful-
11 harvests, and severe diseases, 1n their own ecuntry,
thicy were, according to the prophecies of Moses,
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geattered amoung all pecple
from the cne end of the carth to tue ower.”  And
whore 1s the tradine nation in which lvinj. arc not, 1n
Asia, Afriea, and E urope ? H.;ll) arceven to be found
m the West Indies, and 1 the commercial parts of
Amecerica. Who could foresee this but God ;5 « ]¢ “"',
vhen their singular preservation as a distinet people
a solitary iustance 1n the history of natioys, also
implicd?  They \nn to find ““no ease’ ‘UI\«""' “these
nations ; and the almost <constant and 1 ng-cont:nued
persecutions robberics, and murder of Jews, not o ly
in ancient nations, but especially arniong Christion
nations of the middle ages, and in the Maliimetin
Stoates to this day, are in wonderful acermiplishricnt
of this. They were to be ““a proverh and o by -vioad
an 1‘ Ir,j all pations ;” which has been in overy
fulfiiled, but was surcly above human intcellgonce 1o
forcsce. It was added, ““ The strancer thatis v.ith'n
thee shall get above thee very high
come very low.” I'or a comment on this, let the con
of the “stranger,” the Turk, and o‘hcrs, vwho
mhabit Pa'estine, towards the Jews who ramain thor
leeted : the one | arty 1S Jmurf ““ vay hugh
and the other “very low.” Other parts of this cin
guwar chapter present equally sirling prad
ubttered more than U rec tlhiousand ycars cgo, and ¢ ince
rcimark ."'I; ) 'll: i '1 l p lu:‘./ t}Al e or1¢ Ol cs8-
aces in it, which refor in termes so particular to o (hn
d.stant event, — the utter subversicn of thdarg

1 y
and nation by che Romans,— as to demenstrate in the
most uncquivecal manner the presconce of tim (o
whom all events, the most continguent, minute, and
dhstant, arc known with absolute cerfainty 1lat
the Romans are intended, in ver. 49, by the 3 n
brought {rom “* the end of the earth,” disc upudsicd
their well L:;u 1 cnsign < the encle,” and by thar
{ierce and dispositon, 13 exceedin iy pio

that the accorwnt wiich Moscs
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;ﬁi\ es of the horrors of the “‘siege’ of which he speaxs,
n cxactly paralleled by those well-known passages in
Jose ])}m* in which e describes the sicge u} Jerusalem
1»\ the Roman army. The last verse of the chapter
seems indeed to fix the reference of the foregoing pass-
age to the final distruction of the nation by the To
mans, and at the same time contains a prediction, the
accomplishment of which cannot possibly be ascribed
to acoident.  ““And the Lord shall bring thee into
Egypt again with ships, by the way whercof I spake
unto thee. Thou shalt sce it no more arain : and there
r¢ shall be sold unto your encmies for bondmen and
f;uwlv.'unn-n, and no man shall buy you.” On this
Dr. Hales remarks, on the authority of their own
national historian Josephus, ‘“Of the captives taken at
the siege of Jerusalem, above seventeen years of age,
some were sent to Egypt in chains ; the greater part
were distributed through the provinces, to be destroyed
in the theatres, by the swmfl, and by wild beasts ; the
rest, under seventeen, were sold for slaves, and that for
a trifling sum, on account of the numbers to he sold,
and the scarc xty of buyers ; so that at lcngth the pro
yhecy of Moscs was fultilled, ¢ And no man H“L”
{my‘ The part that were reserved to grace the
triumph of Vespasian, were probably transported to
Italy ¢in ships,” or by sea, to avoid a prodigious
land-journey thither through Asia and Grecece, - a
circumstance which distinguished this invasion and
captivity from the preceding by the Assorians and
Babylonians. In the ensuing rebellio n, a part of the
captives ¢ were sent by sea to Egypt,” and several of
the ships were wrecked on the coast.”

Thus, at a distance of fifteen centuries, were these
contingent circumstances accuratcly recorded by the
prophetic spirit of Moses,—the taken of innumerable
Jews captive,—their transport to Egypt, —their being
sold till the markets for slaves were glutted, and no
more buyers were found, —and cmbarked on board
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vessels, either to grace the triumph of tlicir conquer-
or, or to find a market in different maritime ports
1t possible that these numcerous and minute circunt
stance can be referred to either ]x:li»]-:, con j¢ ctures ol
buman foresight ?
3. The destruction of many ancient cities was fore-
told by the Prophets, and has been striking gly veritied,
As to Babylon, even when it was the most potent
city of the world, and the head of the most formidable
empire, Isaiah predicts its capture by Cyrus, (men
tioning him by name more than one hundred ycars
before he was born,) and its utter destruction. Now
the proof of the truth of this prophecy remains to /s
dwy.  In Bishop Newton’s Dissertations on the I'ro
phecies, which I recommend to your perusal, you \\11]
find this part of prophetic Scripture strikingty illus
trated. And still further proofs of the wonderf mU
exact accomplishment of those prophecies may be
scen 1 a highly interesting Memoir on the Ruins of
babylon, h) Claudius J. Rich, published 1n 1815,
Immensc ruins were visited by him near the supnosed
site of ancient Babylon, which probably are, thouv:h
the matter cannot be certainly ascertained, the re-
mains of that astonishing city, now indced swept with
the ¢ lu-\-um of destruction.”” He tells ug, too, that
the neighbourhood is to the present a habitation n"y
for l».r(i and beasts of prey ; that the dens of lion
with their slaughtered victims, are to be seen in man ,‘
places : and tl .'Lt most of the cavities arc oce 'lp.»nl
with bats and owls. It is thercfore impossible (o
rcticct without awe upon the passage of Isaiah, writ-
ten during the prosperity of Bab \]mn wherein }n say s,
“The wild beasts of the desert shall lie there, and
their houses shall be full of doleful rn;xtm'm. and
owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there.”
Tiic present ruins of that city also demonstrate, that
th2 course of the Euphrates has been changed, pro-
bably 1

11 conseqguence of the chapuel formed by Cyrus ;

Is



and the yiclding nature of the gl don wles th
such an operation could have heon rmed by a
large army with creat fa ity and d ateh

The ruins examined by Mre. Rich hoor mony to
the immense exivent of the o By as deserihed by, 1cient
authors.  Vast masses of masanry, of hoth Lurnt and
unburnt bricks and bhitumen, wiro observed inovarious
excavations in these hugee womitains of rums, which
are .\t']i:l)‘;t((‘\] from each other by several miles. Ono

is called by the Arabs, Birs Niwrowd ; another the

Kasr, or Palace ; and a third, which some have
thought to be the ruins of the Tower of Dclus, is
calied by the natives ugelibe, overrvrnen, which
expressive term 18 also sometimes applicd to the
mounds of the Kasr.

4. Danicl distinetly predicts the overthrow, in suc-
cession, of the four great cmpires of antiquity, the De-
bylonian, the Persian, the Grecian, and the Louan
all which has taken place : but neither the rise of the
three ].tU\'l‘, nor their ‘/111./, could have been foreseen
by man.

b6. But the most numerous prophecies rclate to
MEssian, the great end and object of the prophetic
dispensation. Of these not a solitary instance, or
two, of an equivocal kind, and expressed only in
figurative or symbolical language, arc to be adduced ;
but upwards of one hundred predictions, generally of
very clear and explicit meaning, and cach rcferring to
some different circumstance connected with the ap-

earing of Christ, his person, history, and his minis-
{x‘}', have been selected by Divines ;—cuclusive of
typical and allusive predictions, and those which in
an ultimate and remote sense arce believed to terminate
in him. The listory of Jesus answers to these pre-
dictions, and exhibits their exact accomplishment.
The Messiah was to be of the scO of David,- -born in
Bethelem,- —born of a virgin,— an theaimat ion of Deity,

““God with us, - an emiucnt Lut uns of ]
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1
and cstablish lus own spiritual Kingad

never end - We do not enter mto more minute pre-
dictions, for the argument 15 wrresistible when founded
oa these alone ; and we may asseirt that ne man, or
number of men, could possibly have made such con
jeetures.  Considered inthemsclves, thisis i

A I1] ) ss1ble.
What rational man, or number of rational men, could
now be found to hazard a conjecture tha an incarna-
tion of Deity would occur in any given place and
time,— that this Divine Person shonld teach wisdom,
work miracles, be unjustly put to dcath, rise acain,
and cstablish his religion?  These are thouglits which
never enter into the minds of men, because they are
suggested by no experience, and by no probability
arising out of the usual course of human aflairs : and
yet 1if the Prophets were not inspired, it would Lave
been as impossible for them to have conceived such
expectations, as for us; and indeed much more so,
secing we arc now familiar with a religion which as-
scris that such eveuts have once occurred.  1f, then,
such cvents lay beyond not only human foresight, but
cven human thought, they can only be referred to in-
5}»:!.’\?!‘41. But the case does not close here. [How
shall we account, 1 the next place, for thesc circum-
stances all having met, stranc ;
person, and 1 one only among all the millions of men
who have been born of woman,—and that person,
Jesus of Nazareth? He was of the house and lincage
of David,—he was born, and that by a singnlarevent,
in DBethlehem, —he professed to bhe “* God with 2?

us

At

as they are, 1n one

and wrought miracles to substantiatc Lis claim.
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his word or toueh, the ¢ eves of the blind were onen-
ed,” ““the lame leaped as a hart,” the dumb palie,
the sick were healed, and the dead lived, as the Pro-
phets had foretold.  Of the widum of hius teac ing
his recorded discourses bear witness.  His rejection
and unjust death by his countrynien are mattcrs of
histor: " fact ; his resurrection and ascension stand ypon
the lofty evidences which have beenalready adduéed ;
the destruction of the Jewish nation, according to Lis
own predictions, followed as the proof of the terror of
his oifended majesty ; and his ““kingdom among
men eontinues to this day. There 13 no possible
me-ans of evading the cvidence of the fuliillment of
these predictions in the person of our Lord. :

To all these predictions tho “«n'.ls.wf_ a modern
writer are applicable : ““ Let now the infidel, i the
sceptical reader, meditate thoroughly and soberly
upon these predictions. The priority of the ree rds
to the cvents admits of no question. The completion
18 obvious to every competent inquirer. IHere then
are facts. We are called upon to account for those
facts om rational and adcquate principles. l.‘u lm;';::m
foresight cqual to the task? I‘?n!h'lsms‘m.’ Con-
jecture? Chance? Political contrivance? If none
of these, neithcr any other principle that may be <‘1<'«
vised by man’s s:r%mity, can account f‘urj the f;'v.rw 3 :
then trae phaiazophy, as well as true rvh%mn, \\'1‘11 as-
cribe them to theinspiration of the Almighty. Every
effect must have a cause.”

Y. This is evidence not to be controverted ; but
how sha I know that these miraculous \\urk',\' did in
reality “take place, and that these prophecics were
utteped and recorded before the events which they
foretell ? .

T. This is the third step in our decmonstration ; and
on this subject you shall receive satisfactory informa-
tion

TH

Y.

of the

1

(,/”_’.‘”

fixes

turics

Y.

33 to |

(N'r“t)]
7

ried t
we ha

W('“ a.
Y.
7.

and (]
ascribe
writers
neithe;
be sus
eV ul(‘]l‘

MON,

other g
are 1]11
passa(r
that )
de T/t
STRAB
gives a
images,
and Un
ns 36tl
orizin (
ten son



1
18

of

35

CHAPTER 1V
THE ANTIQUITY, GENUINENESS, AND AUTHENTICITY
OF THE BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE.

Y. At what period did Moses become the legislator
of the Jewish nation, and ('Arist appear in the world ?

7. Moses gave his laws about 1600 years before
C'hrist, according to the common chronology, which
tixes the birth of our Lord upwards of eighteen cen-
turies ago.

Y. Is there any testimony of ancient Pagan writers
a3 to the existence and antiquity of these distinguished
persons ?

T. Yes; for though some infidel writers have car-
ried their folly so far as to question their existence,
we have the testimony of numerous Pagan writcrs, as
well as uninterrupted tradition, to confirm it.

Y. Have the kindness to give me some instances.

T. To the existence of the founders of the Jewish
and Christian religion, and the respective antiquity
ascribed to them in the Scriptures, many ancicent
writers give ample testimony ; who, being themselves
neither of the Jewish nor Christian religion, cannot
be suspected of having had any design to furnish
evidence of the truth of either. MANETHO, CHERE-
MON, ArorLoNIUS, and LysiMacnrs, besides some

other ancient Egyptians whose histories are now lost,
are quoted by Josephus, as extant in his days ; and
passagzes are collected from them, in which they agree
that Moscs was the leader of the Jews when tney
depprted from Egypt, and the founder of their laws.
StirABO, who flourished in the century before Christ,
gives an account of the law of Moses, as forbidding
imazes, and limiting divine worship to One Invisible
and Universal Being. JustiN, a Roman historian, in
nis 36th book, devotes a chapter to an account of the
origin of the Jews ; represents them as sprung from
ten sons of Israel, and speaks of Moses as the com-



contest with the marnicians of Eoypt. Tacirrs savs,
“Moscs gave a new form of worship to the Jews, and
a system of rchigious cercmonies, the reverse of cvery
thine known to any other age or country.” JUVENAL,
in his 14th Satire, mcentions Moses as the author of a
volume, which was preserved with great eare among
the Jews; by which the worship of images and eating
swine's flesh were forbidden ; and circumeision, and
the observation of the Sabbath, strictly enjoined
[LoNGINUs cites Moses as the ,"L\\,;:\(I‘ of the Jew »
and praises the sublumity of his stylc in the account
he gives of the crcation.—As to Christ, 1t 18 only
necessary to give the testimony of two historians
whose antiquity no onc ever thought of disputing.
SveroN1Us mentions him by name, and says that
Claudius expelled from Rome those who adhered to
his cause. TaciTus records the progress which the
Christian religion had made, and the wviolent death
its founder had suffered ; that he flourished under the
reirm of Tiberius ; that Pilate was then Procurator
of Judea ; and that the omginal author of this pro-
fession was Christ.  Thus not only the real existence
of the founder of Christianity, but the period in which
he lived, 1s exactly ascertained by writings, the
g nuineness of which has never been doubted.

Y. Proceed now to show me on what ground T am
to admit the profe ssed antiquity of the sacred Scrip-
ture, which appears also to be an important point.

7. 1t 1s; for if the writings in question were com-
posed at, or very near, the time in which the mia-
culous acts recorded in them were performed, then
the evidence of those events having occurred 13 ren-

dered the stronger, for, in that case, they were
written at the time when many were living who might
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have contradicted the narration, if false; and the
uny rohability 1s also g ater, that, in thie very age
aud place when and where 1l cvents are said to
have been performed, any writer would have darcd to
run the hazard of prompt, certain, and disgraceful
letection It 1s equally important in the evidence
rom prophecy ; forif the predictions were recorded
n:r before the events which accomplished them took
lace, then the only question which rcmains s,
whether the accomplishment actually occurred ; for
tl, n I: ¢ €\ .|T' 11CC !n comes H‘!‘( h!>1l]>l".

Y. I perceive the importance of this inquiry : what
then can be adduced ?

['. With respect to the Scriptures of the Old Tes-
tament, the lapgeaqge i which they are written is a
strong proot of their antiquity. The Hebrew ceased
to he spoken as a livinz Janguace soon after the
Dabyloman captivity, and the lcarned agree that
there was no grammar made for the Hebrew till many
aczes after. The difficulty of a forgery at any period
after the time of that captivity is therefore apparent.
Of these books, too, there was a Greek translation,
commonly called the Septuagint, made about two
hundred and ecighty-seven yecars before the Christian
era, and laid up in the Alexandrian Library.

fosephus gives a catalogue of the ®acred Books
among the Jews; in which he expressly mentions the
tive books of Moscs, thirteen of the l)l'w}-in ts, four of
Hymns and Moral Precepts; and if, as many critics
maintain, Ruth was added to Judges, and the Lamen
tations of Jeremnah to his prophccies, the numhber
arrces with those of the Old Westament as it 1s ro
caived at the present dav.

The Samaritans, who sepawrated from the

JCWS
many hundred years before the birth of Christ, ha
in their lancuace a Pentateuch, i the mamn exactly
avreeinr with the Hebrew 3 and the iacan writers

, -
before cited, with many others, speak of Moses not
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only as a lawgiver and a Prince, but as the author of
books esteemeil sacred by the Jews.

Y. If the writings of Moscs, then, are not genuine,
the forgery must have taken place at a very carly
period. )

7. Yes ; but a few considerations will convince
you, that at any tme this was utterly impossible.

Y. This I shall be happy to sec made plain.

7. 1t is done to my hand by the argument of a
cclebrated writer,” which 1 shall abridge, referring

rou to his work for the proof at large.

“It is impossible that those books should have
been received as his, if not written by him, because
they speak of themselves as delivered by Moses, and
kept in the ark from this time. (Deut. xxxi. 24-26.)
A copy of this book was also to be left with the King.
(Deut. xvii 18.)

“This book of the law thus specaks of itself,/not
only as a history or relation of what things were done,
but as the standing and municipal law and statutes of
the nation of the Jews, binding the King as well as
the people. Now in whatever age after Moses this
book may be supposed to have been forged, it was im-
possible that it could be received as truth, because it
was not then to b~ found (as 1t protessed to be) either
in the ork, or with the King, or any where else ; for
when first invented, everybody must know that they
had never heard of it before.

¢ Could any man. now at this day, invent a book of
statutes or Acts of Parliament for England, and make
it pass upon the nation as the only book of statutes
that ever they had known?  As impossible was it for
the books of Moses (1f they were invented in any age

after Moses) to have been received for what they de-

clare themselves to be, namely, the statutes and

municipal law of the nation of the Jews ; and for any

to have persuaded the Jews that they had owned and
* Leslie’s “‘Short and Easy Method with the Deists.”
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acku )wl dged these books all along, from the days of
Moses to that day in which they were first invented
that 1s, th 1t they had owned them before they L .d
ever 50 much as beard of them. Nay, more, the whole

nation must, in an instant, forget their former laws
and governme nt, if th() could receive these books as
being their furmcl laws. And they could not other-
wise receive them, because they vouched themselves
80 to be. Let me ask the Deists but one short
question, Was there ever a book of sham-laws, which
were not the laws of the nation, palmed wpon any

ople, since the world began? 1If not, with what
Ffuu can tln} say this of ﬂ)v book of thc laws of the
Jews? Why will they say that of them, which they
confess impossible in any mnation, or
people ?

‘““But they must be yet more unreasonable. Tor
the books of Mosecs have a further demonstration of
their truth than even other law-books have ; for they
not only contain the laws, but give an historical
account of their institution, and the ]um,tiw of them
from that time :—as of the Passover, il memory « of
the death of the first-born in Egypt ; (Num. viii. 17,
18 ;) and that the same day, all the fist-born of
Lmll both of man and beast, were, by a perpetual
law, dedicated to God ; and th“ Levites taken for all
tho first-born of the children of Isracl. And besides
these rememberances of particular actions and occur-
rences, there were other solecmn institutions in memery
of their dcliverance out of Egypt, in the general,
which included all the particulars ;—as the Sabbath ;
their daily sacrifices and yearly expiation ; their new

among any

moons, :,ql scveral feasts and fasts. So that there
W )t arly, monthly, week!y, daily remembrances
a .(l rceognitions of these things.

€\

Now whenever 1t can be supposed that these
book of Moscs were foreed 1n some ares after Moses
o o

it 15 tmpoescible they could have been received as




tre, inless the forrers conld have made the whole
nation bolieve that they had received these hooks
i tructed 1 ther

from thetr thers, hal been 1 1

hen thev were ehild wid hwl taceht them to
{ rochildron r'e . that ! had all been
creumetsed, and did o clvenmerse therr children n

pursuance to what was eomnmanded in these hooks
that they had obsdrved . the yearly passover, the
weckly Sabbath, the ngw moons, and all these several
, fasts, and capemonies, commanded 1n these
books. DBut, was df possible to have persuaded a
whole nation of wfen  that they had known and
practised all thesé(thines, if they had not donet?
or, sccondly, to Yavk received a book for truth, which
said they had pracbiscd them, and appealed to that
practice?

*DBut now let ns descend to the utmost deerce of
! II“"“
botore these hooks or Moscs were for l\[', ar«l that
those books didd only immose upon the nation inm k
] Y thcam belicve, that ‘t: cy had lw‘]t these olscr

vances in memory of such and such things as were in

tfeasts

suprosition, namely, that these {1dings were |

scrted in those bhooks.
““Well, then, let us proceced upon . .18 supnosition,
(however groundless,) and now, will nob the s

impossibilitics ocenr as in the former case? Vo,
first, thig must suppose that the Jows leept all ¢ e
I

observances in memory of nothing, or without know
ing anythinz of their original, or the reason v hy t ey
kept them. Wherecas these very observances did
express the ground and reason of their hein ket

as tho Passover, in memory of God's passin.g «

\
chiildren of the [sraeclites, w that 1 vV (
: g , o
slew ail the first-born of 1oynt 5 and so ol
*But, secondly, let us suppase, con

reason and matter of fact, that the Jews did not Iuiew
any reason at all why they kept these o >
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kept these observances in mamaory of what they had

never heard of Dt thet dawy, ) ver you will
suppose that thess Tonlog A% y were first forged ¢
l“¢ r X un; ] 188 M [ B | :‘lmlr-l HOW lorge somo

romantic story, of stran hings done a thousand years
aroy and, 1 confirmal

ation of this, should mdeavour to
persuade the Christian world that they had all along,
from that day to this, kept the first day of the \\urix
iy memory of such a hero, an .‘\y»vu].lun.u‘-, a Barcoclie-
bas, or & Mahomet ; and had all been baptized in hls
name ; and sworc by his name, and upon that very
book, (which I had then forged, and which they
never saw  before;) in their public judicatures; thut
this book was their Gospel and Law, which they had
cver since that time, these thousand years past,
universally received and owned, and none other. I
would ask any Deist, whether he thinks it possible
that such a cheat could [)L~~ or such a lcgend be
received, as the Gospel of Christians ; and that they
ould be made to believe th it they had never had any
Ut 1er Gospel ?

‘“‘ Let me give one very tamiliar cxample more in
this case. 'There is the Stonehenge in Salisbury
Plain : everybody knows it ; and yet none knows the
reason \‘.'hy those great stones were set there, or by
whom, or in mcimory of what.

‘ \u\x suppose I should write a book to-morrow,
and tell the 1, that these stones were set up by Her-
cules, Polyphemus, or Garagantua, in memory of such
and such of their actions ; and for a further confirm-
ation of thig, ah vl‘l11 ay 1in this book, that 1t was
written at the e when such actions were done,
and by the very 1l“t“!‘.‘§ themselves, or eye witnesses ;

and that this hook had been receiverd truth, and
q..u.wl by authors of tha greatest reputation in all
azcs since ;—moreover, that 1[ai4 book was weld
known in I'ncland, an lul, ined \« wf 2
to be t;l,‘lc’_;‘tlf',\ll' i dre o] t,:"'

|
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our children, and hiad boen tanolt 1t aurselves when
we were children, 1 ask any Dast whether he thinks
this could pass upon Lngland 7 and whetharaf 1, erany
other, should insist upon it, we should not, mstead
of being believed, be sent to Dedlom 27
This ablo rcasoning has never been refuted, nor can
be; and if the ]uuj;.\ of the law must have Leen
written by Moses, it is as casy to prove that Mozcs
himself could not in the nature of the thin; have de-
ccived the people by an imposture, and a pretence of
miraculous attestations, in order, like some Iatter
lawgivérs among the Heathens, to bring the people
more willingly to submit to hisinstitutions. The Lind
of miracles ?xc gives as instances rendered tlm im-
possible.  ““‘Suppose,” says the same wriler, “‘any
man should pretend, that yesterday he divided the
Thames, in presence of all the people of London, and
carried lhc whole city, men, women, and children,
over to Southwark, on dry land, the water standing
like walls on bothsides: I say, it is morally impossible
that he could persuade the people of London that this
wasg true, when every man, woman, and child could
contradict him, and, say, that this was a notorious
falschood, for that they had not seen the Thames so
divided, nor had they gone over on dry land.

““As to Moses, I supposeit will be allowed me,
that he could not have persuaded 600,000 men that hv
had brought them out of Egypt, through the Red Sea,
fed them fnxt) years, without lmml, by miraculous
manna, and the other matters of fact re corded in his
books, if they had not been true ; because every man’s
scnses then alive must have contradicted it.  And
sherefore he must have imposed upon all their scnses,
if ho could have made them believe it, when 1t was
false, and if no such things were done.”

By thcse argumecnts, the genuineness and authen-
tx('lt\ of the books of Moscs arc established : and as
to those of the Prophets, which, with some pruh,( ODs
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in tho writings of Moses, comprise the prophetic
branch of the evidence ofthe divine authority of the
revelations they contain,—it can be proved both from
Jewish tradition ; the list of Josephus ; the Greek
translation ; and from their being quoted by ancient
writers, that they existed many ages before several of
those events occured.

The same author, from whom we have already
quoted,* applied his celebrated Four Rules for do
termining the truth of matters of fact in general, with
equal force to the facts of the Grospel history, os to
those contained in the Mosaic writings. The rules
are, ‘‘1. That the matter of fact be such as that
men's outward senses, their eyes and ears, may be
judges of it. 2. That it may be done publicly in the
face of the world. 3. That not only public monu-
ments be kept up in memory of it, but some outward
actions be performed. 4. That such monuments, and
such actions and observances, be instituted. and do
commence, from the time that the matter of fact was
dnnu,"

We have seen the manner in which these rules are
applied to the books of Moses. The
applies them to the Gospel : —

““1 come now to show, that as in the matters of
fact of Moses, so likewise all these four marks do
meet in the matters of fact which are recorded in tlie
Gospel of our blessed Saviour. And my work Lerein
will be the shorter, because all that 1s said before of
Moses and his books, 18 every day as applicable to
Christ and his Gospel. His works and his miracles
arc there said to be done publicly, in the face of the
world ; as he argued with his gccusers, 1 spake
openly to the world, and in secret have I said nothing.’
(John xvii. 20.) It is told, Acts i11. 41, that three
thousand at one time, and, Acts iv. 4, that above
five thouiand at anotber time, were converted upon
* Leslie.

author thus
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conviction of what themselves had seen, what had
been done publiely hofore their eyes, wharan 1t was

impossiblo to have imposed upon them.  Thercfor
here were the two first rules hefore-mentionaed.
“Then for the tw one ]»'\glv m-and the Lord's
supper were instituted  as perpetual memorials of
these things; and they werd not instituted in after-
aves, but at the very time when theso things wero

said to be done : and have been observed, without 1n-
terruption, in all ages threughont the whole Christian
world, down all the way from that time to this.  And
Christ himself did ordain Apostles and other Ministers
of his Gospel, to preach and administer the sacra-
ments, and to covern his church ; and that always,
cven unto the end of the world. (Matt. xxvin. 20.)
Accordincly, they have continued by regular succes-
sion to this day ; and, o doubt, ever shall, while the
carth shall last. So that the Christian (lergy are
a3 notorious a matter of fact as the tribe of Levi
among the Jews.  And the Gospel is as much a law
to the Christians, as the Book of Moses tothe Jews
and it being part of the matters of fact relatcd in the
Gospel, that such an order of men were appointed by
(‘hrist, and to continue to the end of the world ; con-
gequently, if the Gospel was a fiction, and invented
(as 1t must be) in some ages after Christ, then, at
that time when it was first invented, there could be
no such order of (lergy, as derived thcmselves from
the institution of Christ ; which must give the lie to
the Gospel, and demonstrate the whole to be false.
And the matters of fact of Christ being pressed to bo
true, no otherwise than as there was at that time
(whenever the Deists will suppose the Gospel to be
forged) not only public sacraments of Christ’s insti-
tution, but an order of Clergy, likewise of his appoint-
went, to administer them ; and 1t being impossible
there could be any such things before they were
invented, it s as impossible tbat they should be
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recoived when invented And thoeofon ] wliat
was sard above, 16 was as 1mpe ‘ b l
upon mankimd m thi matter, by (
after-aves, as ot the tune when those thin W T
said to be done.”

Y. This 1s indeed very convinemy ; and on
point 1T amm satistied, that neither tl W 1
Moses, nor those of the 1. wnrelists, could have hoeen

forced, '.!1*1_\‘t be received as {rue 1in any o

I Yet other pr ofs may be hroucht from the testi
monics of adversaries and Heathens, to the
the 1history of the Evancelists

Y. T wi'l thank you to point them out.

,/" ‘\\.'jifli»lt:‘l")hl(.uv]"L n of this hist TV Was ¢ever
put forth by the Jewish rulers to st

stop the progress of
a hated rcligion, though they had every motiveto

11.’1“”-" 1L, ’lielihﬂillvr
but the direct
and nmportant.

$ard by onf
truth ot

1
15 not tmmportant evidonce
testimonies to the fact:

3 4l'c nunicrous

We have already quoted the testimonies of Tacitus
and Suctonius to the existence of Jesus Christ. the
founder of the Christian religion, and to Lis eructfizion
in the reign of Tiberius and duriive the procurator hip
of Pontius Dilate, the time in which the IS

vangrelists
place that event. Other references to heathon authors,
who incidentally allude to Christ, his religion and
followers, mirht be given ; such as Martial, Juvenal,

Epictetus, Trajan, the younger Pliny, Adrian, Apuleius
Lucian of Samosata, &c., some of whom also afford

testimony to the destruction of Jerusalem, at the time
and in the circumstances predicted by our Saviour,
and to the antiquity and genuineness of the books of
the New Testament. But, as it 18 well observed by
the lecarned Lardner, in his ““Collegtion of Jewish and
Heathen testimonices,” “among all the testimonies to
Christianity which we have met with in the first aces

none are more valuable and important than the testi.
monics of t1ose learned philosophcrs who wrote against
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us,— Celsus in the second century, Porphyry in the
third, and Hierocles and Julian in the fourth.”
(ELSUS wrote against Christianity not much above
one hundred and thirty years after our Lord’s as-
cension, and his books were answered by the celebrated
ORriGEN. He was a most bitter enemy of Christianity,
and produces many passages out of the Gospels. lgc
rcpresents Jesus to have lived a few years ln-}urc. He
mentions his being born of a virgin; the angel’s
appearing to Joscph ; the star that appeared at his
birth ; the wise men that came to worship him when
an infant § Herod’s massacre of the children; Joseph’s
fleeing with the child into Egypt by the admonition
of an angel ; the Holy Ghost’s descending on Jesus
like a dove, when he was baptized by John; and the
voice from heaven declaring him to be ‘‘the Son of
God ;” his going about with li]is disciples ; his healing
the sick and lame, and raising the dead ; his fore-
telling his own sufferings and resurrection ; his being
betrayed and forsaken by his own disciples ; his suffer-
ing both of his own accord and in obedience to his
hcuvcnly father ; his grief and trouble, and his pray-
ing, ‘‘ Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me ;’ the ignominious treatment he met with,the robe
that was put upon him, the crown of thorns, the reed
out into his hand, his drinking vinegar and gall, and
ilis being scourged and crucified ; his being seen after
his resurrection by a fanatical woman, (as he calls her,
meaning Mary Magdalen,)and by his own companions
and disciples ; and his showing them his hands that
were pierced, the marks of his punishment. 1ie also
mentions the angels being seen at his sepulchre.
It is true, he mentions all these things only with
a design to ridicule and expose them. But they
furnish us with an uncontestull yroof that the Gospel
was then extant. Accordingly, Ihu expressly tells the
Christians, ‘‘These things we have produced out of
your own writings.
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Porruyry flourished about the year 270, a man of
greai abilities ; and his work against the Christians,
in fifteen books, was 1 ng esteemed by the Gentiles,
an{ thought worthy of being answered by Eusebius,
and others in great repute for learning. He was well
acquainted with the books of the Old and New
Testaments ; and in his writings are plain references
to the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, John, the Acts of
the Apostles, and the Epistle to the Galatians, and
probable references to the other Epistles of St. Paul.

About the year 303, HIEROCLES, a man of learning,
and a Magistrate, wrote against the ClLristians in two

books. He was well acquainted with our Scriptures,
and made many objections to them, thereby bcariu%
testimony to their antiquity, and to the great respec
which was shown them by the Christians ; for he
has referred both to the Gospels and to the Epistles,
He mentions Pcter and Paul by name, and did not
deny the truth of our Saviour’s miracles ; but, in
order to overthrow the argument which the Christians
built upon them, he set up the reputed miracles of
Apollonius Tyanaus to rival them.

The Emperor JuLiax, who succeeded uvnstantius
mn the year 361, wrote also against the Christians,
and in his work has undesignedly borne a valuable
testimony to the history and books of the new Tes-
tament. He allows that Jesus was born in the reign
of Augustus, at the time of a taxing made in Judea
by Cyrenvs ; and that the Christian religion had its
rise, and began to be propagated, in the times of the
Roman Emperors Tiberius and Claudius. He bears
witness to the genuineness and authenticity of the
four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and
the Acts of the Apostles. And he so quotes them as
to intimate, that these were the only historical books
received by Christians, as of authority ; and the only
authentic memoirs of Jesus Christ, and his Apostles,
and the doctrines preached by them. ~ He allows the



carly date of the Gospels, and cven arnies for then.,
ll\ .4;y1‘7or4. or )1 I:l_. | fors 10, L { ol the
Apostles, as already said ; and to :
/// /«ir'//'/fv. to the Cor al il to the Galatians.
He does not deny the miracles of Jesus Christ, but
allows him to have healed the blind, and the lame,
and the demoniacs, and to have rcbulied the winds,
and to have walked upon the w of the sca. He
endcavours, indeed, to deminish those works, bhut in
vain. He endeavours also tolessen the number of the
early believers, but acknowledges that there were
7/(((/){/11111’.\' l{f‘.\ll'/z men /( (:'/“f ( r/ /' /"‘«,’, ]r-.'f(‘l‘l‘ .\f,
John wrote his Gospcl.  And he often speaks with
great indignation of Peter and Paul, thos: two great
Apostles of Jesus, and successful Prcachers of his
Gospel : s0 that, upon the whole, he has undesignedly
borne witness to the truth of many things recorded in
the books of the New Testament.  He aimed to over-
throw the Christian I‘('Iil‘:i'rll, but has contirmed 1t.

These testimonies ‘“prove that neither Celsus in

the second, Porphyry in the third, nor Julian in the
fourth century, suspected the authenticity of these
books," or even insinuated that Christians were mis-
taken in the authors to whom they ascribed them.
Not one of them expresse d an opinion upon this
subject different from that which is holden by Chris-
tians. And when we consider how much 1t would
have availed them to cast a doubt upon this point,
if they could, and how ready they showed themselves
to take cvery advantage in their power, and that they
were men of learning and inquiry, their concession,
or rather their suffrage upon the subject, 1s extremely
valuable.”

That the facts and statements recorded in the
evangelic history were not forgeries of a subsequent
yeriod, 18 made also still more iudubitable from the
}:u't, that the four ”us}nk and the Acts of the
Apostles are quoted or alluded to by a serics of Chris-
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tiansg, berinninT with those who were ennt mnorary
with the .‘Xli‘u\“( s, or who 1111111«%112\!!‘]‘\' followed, and
proceeding 1n close and regular succession from their
time to the present. ‘“The medium of proof stated
in this proposition,” observes Dr. Paley, ‘‘is of all
others the most unquestionable, and i1s not diminished
by the lapse of ages. Bishop Burnet, in the History
of his own Times, inscrts various extracts from Lord
Clarendon’s History. One such insertion is a proof
that Lord Clarendon’s History was extant when
Bishop Burnet wrote, that it had heen read and re-
ceived by him as a work of Lord Clarendon’s, and
regarded by him as an authentic account of the
transactions which 1t relates ; and it will be a proof
of these points a thousand years hence. The an-
plication of this argument to the Gospcl history is
obvious. If the different hooks which are reccived
by Christifhs as containing this history, are quoted
by a scrics of writers, as genuine in respect of their
authors, and as authentic in respect of their narrative,
up to the age in which the writers of them lived,
then it is clear that these books must have had an
existence previous to the earliest of those writines in
which they are quoted, and that they were then
admitted as authentic.

Y. These testimonies are very satisfactory; but
how shall T know that the books now inc'uded in
the Bible are all sacred, and that those mentioned in
the above testimonies have not been altered and
cu]')‘ll/;.’ul,’

T. With respect to the Scriptures of the Old Tes-
tament : the list of Josephus, the Septuagint transla-
tion, and the Samaritan Pentateuch, are suflicient
proofs that the books which arc received by us as sa-
cred, are the same as those received by the Jews and
Samaritans long before the Christian era. For the
New Testament : beside the uotations from almost
all the books now included 1n that volume, and refor-
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Christian

ences to them by name, in the carliest
1

writers, cataloques of authentic scriptures were pu
lished at very early periods, which, says Dr. Paley,
“though numerous, and made in countries at a wide
distance from one another, differ very Irttle, ditfer in
nothing material, and all contain the four Gospels.”
Y. But what say you as to their wuncorrupted ;i
gervation ¢
T. As to the books of the Old Testament, the

regard which was paid to them by the Jews, espe 1ally
to the kaw, would render any forgery or materal
change in their contents impossible. Further, at
certain stated seasons, the law was publicly read before
all the 1»(-<']nl<: of Israel ; and it was amwmtul to be
kept in the ark, for a constant memorial against those
who transgressed it. Further after the people were
divided into two kingdoms, both the people of Israel
and those of Judah still retained the same book of the
law : and the rivalry or enmity which subsisted between
the two kingdoms, prevented either of them from
altering or addigg to the law. After the Israelites
were carried capfive into Assyria, other nations were
placed in the city of Samaria in their stead ; and
the Samaritans rcceived the Pentateuch, as well as
the Jews, but with this difference, that the Samaritan
Pentateuch was in the Old Hebrew or Phaenician
characters, in which it remains to this day ; whercas
the Jewish copy was changed into (haldee cha
racters, (in which it also remains to this day,) which
were fairer and clearer than the Hebrew, the Jews
having learned the Chaldee language during their
seventy years’ abode at Babylon.” The jealousy and
hatred which subsisted between the Jews and Sa
maritans, made it impraeticable for either nation to
corrupt or alter the text in anything of consequence
without certain discovery; and the general agree-
ment between the Hcebrew and Samaritan copacs of
the Pentateuch, which are now cxtant, 1s such, as
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plainly demonstrates that the copies from which each

W taken were originally the same Nor can any
bhetter evidence be desired, that the Jewish Dibles
have not been corrupted or interpolated, than this
very book of the Samaritan ; which, after more than

two thousand years’ discord between the two nations,
varics as little from the other as any classic work in
a less tract of time has disagreed from 1tself by the un-
avoidable slips and mistakes of so many transcribers.
ter the return of the Jews from the Babylonish
cay ?;w y, the Book of the Law and the Prophets was
public ‘i_\ recad 1n their synagogues every Sabbath-day
v.hiich was an excellent method of securing its pnnt\
as well as of ¢ f(u-tn; the observation of the law.

After the lnrth of (']nM, the O!d Testament was
held in high esteem both by Jews and Christians.
The Jews also frmlmntl\ suffered martyrdom for
thair Neriptures, which they would not have done
bad they suspected them to have been corrupted or
altered.  Besides, the Jews and Christians were a
mutual guard upon each other, which must have ren-
dered .\:1} material corruption impossible, 1f it had
been attempted : for if such an attempt had been
made by the Jews, tlu'y would have been detected l)_y
the Christians.

Lastly, the agreement of all the manuscripts of the
Old Testament, (: \munntm r to nearly eleven hundred
and fifty,) which are l\nn\\n to be extant, is a clear
proof of its uncorrupted preservation. These manu-
scripts, indeed Sare not all entire : some contain one
part, and some another. But it is ;xlmu]ntel\' 1m-
ossible that every manuscript, whether in the original
;[«lm\\, or 1n any ancient version or " parap )Lrase,
should or could be designedly altered or falsified in
the same passages, without detection, either by Jews
or Christians. Although the various readings, which
have been dix‘«'«»wml by learned men, who have
applicd themselves to the collation of every known
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manuscript of the Hebrew Scriptures, amount to
many thousands, yet these differences are of so little
real moment, that their laborious collations afford us
scarcely any opportunities of correcting the sacred
text in important passages.

Equally satisfactory 1 the evidence for.the integrity
of the New Testament, and its uncorruptness in any
thing material. So mr]v as the first two centuries of
the Christian cr a, we find the very same facts, and the
very same doctrin s, universally reccived by Chris-
tians, which we of the present day believe on the
credit of the New Testament.

An universal corruption of those writings was im-
possible, nor can the least vestige of such a corruption
be found in history. They could not be corrupted
during the life of their authors; and before their
de :).th, copies were dispersed among the different com-
munities of Christians, who were sx.tttu'ul through-
out the then known world.

Further, as these books could not "be corrupted
during the life of their respective authors, and while
a great number of witnesses were alive to attest the
facts which they record; so neither could any ma-
terial alteration take plac e after their decease, with-
out being detected while the original manuscripts
were preserved in the churches.—The Christians who
were instructed by the Apostles, or by their im-
mediate suecessors, travelled into all parts of the
world carrying with them copies of their writings ;
from which other eopies were multiplied and pre-
served. Now, as we have already seen, we have an
unbroken series of testimonies for the genuineness
and authentieity of the New Testament, which can
be traced backwards, from the fourth unturv of
the Christian era, to the very time of the Apostles ;
and these very testimonies are equally applicable to
prove its uncorrupted preservation. These sacred

records, being universally regarded as the supreme
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standard of truth, were received by every class of
Christians with peculiar respect, as Leing divine com-
positions, and possessing an authority belonging to no
other books. Whatever cotroversies, therefore, arose
among different sects, (and the church was very
early rent with fierce contentions on doctrinal points, )
the \(nptmmuf the Ncw Testament were received
and appealed to by every one of them, as being con-
clusive in all matters of controversy ; consequently it
was morally impossible that any man, or body of men,
should unmpt or falsify them in any fundame ntal
article, should foist into them a single e xpression to
favour their peculiar tenets, or erase a single sentence,
without being detected by thousands.

If any material alteration had been attempted by
the orthodox, i1t would have been dctected by the
heretics ; and. on the other hand, if a heretic had
inserted, altered, or falsified anything, he would have
been exposed by the orthodox, or by other heretics.
It is well known that a division commenced, in the
fourth century, between the eastern and western
Churches, which, about the middle of the ninth
century, became irreconcilable, and subsists to the
present day. Now it would have been impossible to
alter all the copies in the eastern empire ; and if it
had been possible in the east, the copies in the west
would have detected the alteration. But, in fact
both the eastern and western copies agree; which
could not be expected, if either of them was altered
or falsified. The uncorrupted preservation of the
New Testament is further evident, from the agreement
of all the manuscripts. 'The manuscripts of the New
Testament, which are extant, are far more numerous
than those of any single classic author whomsoever ;
upwards of three hundred and fifty were collated by
Griesbach, for his celebrated critical edition.  These
manuscripts, it is true, are not all entire: most of
them contain only the Gospels ; others the Gospels,
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Acts of the Aposles, and the Epistles ; and some
contain the Apocalypse, or Revelation of John. DBut
they were all written in very diflerent and distant parts
of the world ; several of them are upwards of twelve
hﬂll’h'"(l ye ars 1)] l J.Y“l }'1\(‘ us “l( ]nml\ 3 Hf lln \( "W
Testament, in all essential points, pe rfectly accordant
with cach other. The varous readings in no degree
whatever affect the gemeral credit and integrity of
the text.

Y. 1 am satisfied as to the uncorrupted preserva-
tion of the Bible ; but in estimating the credibility of
a history, is it not also proper to inquire into the
character of the writers ?

7. Ttis; and the inquiry will serve to establish you
greatly in the truth of their narrations. They were
manifestly good men ; this was acknowle dged by
their enemies ; and they could not therefore l\n(mm;ﬁ]y

deceive others. Nor could they be deceived themselves.
They could not mistake the facts in the case of the
fLC(llIl(' of the five thousand, and the sudden healing
of 1(1»( rs, and Jame and blind persons ; they coul
not but know whether he with whom they conversed
for forty days was the same Jesus, as he with whom
they had dml\ and familiar intercourse long before
his crucifixion. The 'y could not be mistaken as to his
ascension into heaven ; nor as to the fact whether
they themselves were suddenly endowed with the
power of speaking in languages which they had never
studied ; nor as to their lwnw able to work miracles,
and to lmp.nt the same power to others.

Their worldly interests, too, lay in concealing the
truth. By only not bearing tcsiununy, they might
have avoided all their suffe rin;_:ﬂ and have lived
quietly. Would men in $uch circumstances pretend
to have seen what they’ never saw ; assert }a(,ts of
which they had no knbwledge ; go about lying, to
teach virtue ; and though not only convinced of
Christ’s being an impostor, but haviry seen the failure
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of higimnosturc in his crucifixion, yot persist inearry
ing 1t on, and so persist as to bring upon themselves,
for nAthine, and with a full knowledge of the conse
quences, eamity and hatred, danger and dcath ?

Y. This was impossible ; but 1s it not also a great
confirmation of the truth of the Evangelical history,
that 1t 13 s0 circumstantual 2

1. Certainly it 18 ; for we never find that forged or
false accounts of things abound in particularities ; and
wlere many particulars are rclated of time, place,
persons, &c., there 13 always a strong presumption of
truth, and on the coutrary. Here the cvidence 1s
more than presumptive. The history of the Evan-
gelists and of the Acts of the Apostles is go full of
references to persons then living, and often to persons
of consequence, and to places in which miracles and
other transactions took place publicly and not in
sceret, —and the application of all these facts by the
first propogators of the Christian religion to give credit
to its divine authority was so frequent and explicit,
and often so reproving to their opposerg, —that if they
had not been true, th(\ must have becn\contradicted ;
and if contradicted on good evidence, the ‘mthwn
must have been overwhelmed with eonfusion. This
argument is rendered stronger when it 13 eonsidered
that ‘‘these things were not done in a corner;” nor
was the age dark and illiterate, and prone to admit
fables. The Augustan age was the most lcarned the
world cver saw. The love of arts, sciences, and
literature, was the universal passion in almost every
part of the Roman empire where Christianity was first
taucht in its doctrines, and proclaimed in its facts ;
and in this inquisitive and diseerning era, it rose,
flourished, and established itself, with much rcsistance
to 1ts doctrines, but without being onee questioned as to
the truth 4@/‘1/\' historical ‘fru'/.t,

Y. Are we not then at the end of the argument?
for as the genaineness and authenticity of the books of
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Scripture have been satisfactorily established, then
their relations of miracles, and their record of pro
phecies, must of course be true; and if the miracles
were actually wrought, and the prophecies were really
fulfilled, which no one can reasonably doubt, then 1t
must certainly follow, that the Bible contains a
cle arly authenticated revelation «:ff/u will 4[/‘(,%;«/.

7. Doubtless a ground has already been laid suffi-
ciently firm for your entire faith in the divine au-
thority of the Scriptures ; but other evidence, confirm-
atory of your belief, yet remains to be stated :—so
abundant 18 the proof.

CHAPTER V.
INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF THE TRUTH OF SCRIPTURE.

T. WHAT is the internal evidence of the truth of
Scripture ?

Y. The excellent nature and tendency of its doc-
trines ; a subject on which I desire to be furnished
with some illustrations.

T. Consider, first, the explicitness, sublimity, and
evident truth of the representations which the Scrip-
tures make of the nature and attributes of God, res-
pecting which the wisest Heathens fell into crrors so
gross and fatal. Ile is there exhibited as the great
and the sole First Cause of all things, external, self-
existent, present in all places, knowing all things ;
infinite in power and wisdom ; and perfect in goodness,
justice, holiness, and truth. These discoveries of
revelation have satistied the human mind cn this great
and primary doetrine ; and have given 1t a resting-
place which it never before found.

Y. Views so just and clear as to the divine nature,
I acknowledge, were never acquired by Heathens.

7. Consider also the representations which the
Scriptures make of the moral condition of man.

Y. But how does thus prove the cacellence of the

Scriptures ?
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T. By proving their truth ; for all the representa-
tions which they make of our moral condition are
substantiated by universal observation and experience j
and to know our fallen and corrupt state, 1is the first
step to the remedy.

g' How does it appear that the account the Scrip-
tures give us of man’s moral state, which is indeed
sufficiently humbling, is confirmed by observation and
experience ?

1. The Old and New Testaments agree in repre-
senting the human race as actually vicious, and capa-
ble, when without moral check and control, of the
greatest enormities ; so that not only individual hap-
piness, but social also, 18 constantly obstructed or
endangered. To this the history of all ages bears wit-
ness, and present experience gives its testimony

But they not only assume men to be actually
vicious, but vicious in consequence of a moral taint in
their nature,—originally and permanently so, but for
those provisions of grace and means of sanctity of
which they speak. What is thus represented as doc-
trine, appeals to our reason through the evidence of
unquestionable fact. The strong tendency of man to
crime, cannot be denied. Civil penal laws are enacted
for no-other purpose than to repressit ; they are mul-
tiplied in the most civilized states to shut out the evil
in all those new directions towards which the multi-
plied relations of man, and his increased power, aris-
mg from increased intelligence, have given it its
impulse. Every legal deed, with its seals and wit-
nesses, bears testimony to that opinion as to human
nature which the experience of man has impressed on
man ; and history itself is a record chiefly of human
guilt, because examples of crime have, everywherd
and at all times, been much more frequent than ex-
amples of virtue. This tendency to evil the Scriptures
tell us arises from ““ the heart,” —the nature and dis-
position of man ; and it is no. otherwise to be account-

-~
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cd for.  Some indeed have represented the corruption
of the race as the result of association and example;
but if men were naturally,inclined to good, and averse
to evil, how 18 1t that not a few individuals only, but
the whole race, have become evil by mutual associa-
tion? This would be to make the weaker cause the
more efficient, which is manifestly absurd.

Y. Is it not a peculiar excellency in the Christian
religion, that it points out clearly the means of the
pardon of sin, and of our recovery from our fallen and
corrupt state ?

7. 1t 1s: and this leads me to notice the next
leading doctrine of the Scriptures, which is the re-
storation of man to the divine favour, through the
merits of THE VICARIOUS AND SACRIFICIAL DEATH OF
Curist, the incarnate Son of God ; and that you may
rightly understand this most important doctrine, you
must attend to the following particulars :—

The Christian doctrine of atonement is grounded
upon the liability of man to punishment in another
life, for sins committed against the law of God in this
Men are capable of committing sin, and sin 1is pro-
ductive of misery and disorder. These positions can-
not be denied. That to violate the laws of God, and
to despise his authority, are not light arimes, is clear
from considering them in their general effect upon
socicty and upon the world.  Noris there any foun-
dation to suppose that the punishment assigned to
sin by the judicial appointment of the Supreme
Governor, is confined to the present life.  The obvious
rcason of the case is in favor of the doctrine of future
punishment ; for not only is there an unequal admin-
istration of punishments in the present life, so that
many eminent offenders pass through the present state
without any visible manifestation of the divine dis-
pleasure against their conduct, but there are strong
and convineinz proofs that we are placed in a state of
trial, which continues (hroughout life, and the result of
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which can only be known, and consequently we our
selves can only become subjects of reward or punish
ment, after our existence in this world has terminated.

It 1s al¢) the doctrine ot Scripture that this future
pnnishmm?u of the incorrigible shall be final and un-
limited. 'That atoncment for the sins of men, which
was made by the death of Christ, is represented in the
Christian system as the means by which mankind
may be delivered from this awful catastrophe. This
end it professes to accomplish by means which, with
respect to the Supreme Governor himself, preserve his
character from being mistaken, and maintain the au-
thority of his government ; and with respect to man,
give him the strongest possible reason for hope, and
render more favourable the circumstances of his
earthly probation.

Y. This is so deeply important, that I am anxious
to hear the matter fully explained.

7. Attend then :

How sin may be forgiven without leading to such
conceptions of the divine character as would encourage
disobedience, and thereby weaken the influence of the
divine government, must be considered as a problem
of very difficult solution. A government which ad-
mitted no forgiveness, would sink the guilty to des
pair; a government which never punishcs offence, is a
contradiction,— 1t cunnut exist. Not to punish, is to
dissolve authority ; to punish without mercy, is to
destroy ; and where '111 are guilty, the destruction
would be universal. That we cannot sin with impun-
ity, 18 a matter determined. The Ruler of the world is
not careless of the conduct of his creatures ; for that
penal consequences are attached to offence, 18 1ot a
subject of argument, but is made evident from daily
observation of the events and circumstances of the
present life. It is a principle, therefore, already es-
tablished, that the authority of God must be pre-
served ; and it ought to be remarked, that in that
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kind of aamimstration which restrains evil by penal-
ty, and encoura es obedience by favour and hope, we
and all moral crcatures are the interested parties, anld
not the Divine Governor himself, whom, beeause of Liis
ill(lc])(:lultznt and ])('I‘fu‘t nature, our transgressions
cannot injure. The reasons, therefore, which compel
him to maintain his authority, do not terminate in
himself. If he becomes a party against offenders, it
18 for our sake, and for the sake of the moral order of
the universe, to which sin, if encouraged by a negh
gent admigistration, and by entire or frequent um-
punity, would be the source of endless disorder and
misery : and if the granting of pardon to offence be
strongly and even severely guarded, we are to refer it
to the moral necessity of the case, as arising out of
the general welfare of accountable creatures, liable to
the iuc]» evil of sin, and not to any reluctance on the
part of our Maker to forgive, much less to anything
vindictive in his nature,—charges which have been
most inconsiderately and unfairly brought against the
Christian doctrine of Christ’s vicarious sufferings.  If
it then be true that the relief of offending man from
future punishment, and his restoration to the divine
favour, ought, for the interests of mankind them
sclves, and for the instruction and caution of other
beings, to be so bestowed, that no licence shall be
riven to offence ; that God himself, whilst he mam
f\csts his compassion, should not appear less just, less
holy, than the maintenance of an efficient and even
awtul authority requires ; that his commands #all be
felt to be as compelling, and that disobedience shall as
truly, though not so uneonditionally, subject us to the
deserved penalty, as though no hope of forgiveness
had been exhibited ;—I ;\.&5}{, on what scheme, save
that whxch is developed in the New Testament, these
necessary conditions are provided for? Necessary
they are, unless we contend for & licence and an im-
punity which shall annul the efficient government of
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the universe, a point w
contend for ; and if not,

s strong internal evidence of the truth of the doctrine
of \‘vm;ntu"-, which makes the offer of pardon con
scquent only upon the securities we have before men-
tioned.  If it be said that sin may be pardoned in the

exercise of the divine
that if this prerogative

part of mankind only, the passing by of the others
would be with difficulty reconciled to the divine
character ; and if the benefit were extended to all,
government would be at

cipal to regulate human

would escape, and judical forms would become a
subject for ridicule. Nor is it the principle which the
Divine Being in his conduct to men in the present
state acts Upnn though in this world punishments are

not final and a\»sn]utv

health injured by intemperance, property wasted b
J y
profuson, or character once stained bv dishonourable

practices. If repentance

then all must be pardoned, and government dissolved,
as in the case of forgiveness by the exercise of mere
prerogative : if a selection be m: ade, then different and

discordant principles of

into the divine administration, which cannot be main-

tained.

To avoid the force of’these obvious difficulties, some

have added reformation

restrain_forgiveness to those ¢nly, who to their peni-
tence add a course of future wbedience to the divine

law. But a change of

than repentance, repair the mischiefs of former mis-
conduct. Even in this world we see that the sobriety
of the reformed man does not always restore health ;
and the industry and economy of the formerly neg-
ligent and wasteful, repair not the losses of extra-
vagance. Nor 18 1t necessary to dwell upon the

hich no reasonable man will
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then he must allow that this

prerogative, the reply is,
were exercised towards a

an end. Were this ]‘nn-
governments, every crimina;

Repentance does not restore

alone could secure pardon,

goverpment are introduced

to nepentance, and would
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contradiction which this theory involves to all the
yrinciples of governme. Yestabli hed among men, which
11 H:tgl'zun cases 1Never Suspe nd l»lkm.\lmn nt m antici
pation of a change of conduct ; but in the infliction of
penalty look steadily to the crime actu: lly committed,
and to the necessity of vindicating the violated lll.k](bty
of the laws.

Y. These are great difficulties.

T. Yes : the (uestion, how may mercy be extended
to offending creatures, the subjects of the divine
government, without encouraging vice by lowering the
righteous and holy character of God, and the au-
thority of his government, in the maintenance of
which the whole universe of beings arc interested,
at once one of the most important and one of the
most difficult which can employ the human mind.
None of the theories which have been opposed to
Christianity afford a satisfactory solution of the pro-
blem. They assume principles cither destructive to
moral government, or which cannot in the circum-
stances of man be acted upon. The only answer is
found in the holy Scriptures. They alone show, and
indeed they alone ;vl(»fv\\ to show, how God may be
just, and \tt the justifier of tlm ungodly. Other
schemes show how he may be merciful ; . but the
difficulty does not lie there. This meets 1it, by
declaring ‘‘the rightcousness of God, at the same
time that it proclaims his mercy. The voluntary

sufferings of an incarnate divine person ‘‘for us” in
our room and stead, magnify the justice of God ;
display his hatred to sin; proclaim ‘‘the exceeding
sinfulness” of transgression, by the deep and painful
sufferings of the substitute; warn the persevering
offender of the terriblencss as well as the certainty of
his punishment ; and open the gates of salvation to
every believing penitent. It is a part of the same
divine ]»1 an to promise the influence of the Holy Spirit

i
to awaken penitence, and to lead the wandering soul
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back to himscl?; to renew the fallen nature of man
in richteousness, at the moment heis justiticd through
faith ; and to place him 1n circumstances 1n which he
may henceforth “* walk not after the flesh, but after
the ,\]H:ll.” All the ends of government ar liere
answered. No licence 1s given to offence ; the moral
law 1s unrepealed ; a day of Judgment 1s still ap-
pointed ; future and cternal punishments still exhibit
their awful sanctions; a new and singular display
of the awful punity of the divine character 1s afforded ;
yet ]I:Ll‘t'\w!l 1s offered to all who scek 1t ; and the
whole world may be saved !

Y. These are indeed glorious discoveries, and
ought to kindle supreme and everlasting love to God
in our hearts, and to inspire our lips with ceaselcss
lvl:L'M 8.

7. And had I time, T might give you other in-
stances of the excellent doctrines which the Scripturcs
contain ; as that respecting t/ i/{//'/.’///4/< lf/‘ i I/u/l//
Spirit, which give a strength to men which they have
not by nature ; the doctrine of a Providence, divine,
universal, tender, and watchful ; and especially the
views afforded us of man’s immortality and of a future
life. These, however, you must consider at your
]t‘l,\'ﬁh', b

Y. But you said somcthing of the moral tendency
of the Scriptures, as a part of the internal evidence
of their truth.

7. 'This tendency 1s obvious.  Nowhere but in the
Scriptures have we a perfect system of morals ; and
the dcficiencies of Pagan morality only exalt the
purity, the comprehensivencss, the practicability of
ours. The character of the Being acknowledged as
Sapreme 1nust always 1mpress itself upon moral
feeling and practice ; the obligation of which rests
upon his will.  We have scen the views entertained
by Pacans on this all-important point, aud their
etfects, The God of the Bible 13 *“holy,” without



spot; “ just,” without intermission or partiality;
“‘good,” boundlessly benevolent and beneficent : and
his law is the image of himself, ‘“holy, just, and
good.” These great moral qualities are not, as with
them, so far as they were apprehended, merely abstract
and thercfore comparatively feeble in their influence.
In the person of Christ, our God incarnate, they are
seen exemplified in action, displaying themselves
amidst human relations, and the actual circumstances
of human life. With them, the authority of moral
rules was eithes the opinion of the wise, or the tradi-
tion of the ancient, confirmed, 1t 18 true, in some
degree, by obscrvation and experience ; but to us,
they arc given as commands imimediately from the
Supreme Governor, and ratified as HIS by the most
solemn and explicit attestations. With them, many
great moral principles, being indistictly apprchended,
were matters of doubt and debate ; to us, the explicit
manner in which they are given excludes both; for
it cannot be questioned whether we are commanded to
love our neighbour as ourselves ; to do to others as we
wotld they should do to us, a precept which compre-
hends almost all relative morality in one plain princi-
le ; to forgive our enemies ; to love all mankind ; to
Lw ““ righteously” and ‘‘soberly,” as well as ‘“ godly ;”
or that Magistrates must be a terror only to evil-doers,
and a praise to them that do well ; that subjects are to
render Lionour to whom honour, and tribute to whom
tribute, is due ; that masters are to be just and
merciful, and servants faithful and obedient. By
Christianity, impurity of thought and desire is re-
strained in an equal degree as thcir overt act iu the
lips and condugt. Humanity, meckness, gentleness,
pf;w:\l»illty, djsinterestedness, and charity, are all as
clearly and solemnly enjoined as the grosser vices are
prohibited: and on the unruly tongueitself is impressed
““‘thelaw of kinduess.” Nor are the injunctions feeble :
they are strictly raw, and not merc advice aund re-
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commendations. ‘‘ Without holiness no man shall
see the Lord;” and thus our entrance into heaven,
and our escape from }wrthtinn, are made to depend
upon this preparation of mind.

Y. But s there not a species of evidence in favour
of Christianity, which is called COLLATERAL ?

T. There is: and it arises from 8o many sources, that
it cannot be fully exhibited in this conversation ; but
[ will give you one or two examplea of it.

Y. You will oblige me.

T. The marvellous propagation of Christianity in
the first three centuries is evidence of this kind, and
intimates to us that its facts could not be disputed ;
that miracles were really wrought to produce con-
viction in the minds of men so rapidly :\n({ effectuallyf;
and that a divine power accompanied the promulgation
of its doctrines.

Y. But did not the doctrine of Mahomet spread
rapidly and extensively ?

T. Yes; but that was propagated by the sword,
and entitled all who embraced it to honours and
privileges, and, above all, encouraged men in their
vices : but in less than three centuries, Christianity
overturned Paganism in the Roman empire, and
spread itself through the civilized world, in opposition
to human power ; and when, through a great part of
this pcr'xod], its professors were exposed to continual
reproach, and often to terrible persecutions; and
although it discouraged, reproved, and forbade ever
kind of vice. The first Preachers of the (}ospc{
though unsupported by human power, and unpatron-
ized by philosophic wisdom, and even in opposition
to both, succeeded in effecting a revolution in the
opinions and manners of a great portion of the
civilized world, to which there is no parallel in the
history of mankind. Though aspersed by the slander
of the malicious, and exposed to the sword of the
powerful, in a short period of time they induced mul-
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titudes of various nations, who were equally distin- Ohi
guished by the peculiarity of their manners, and the J A
iversity of their language, to forsake the religion of R
their ancestors. The converts whom they made mode;
deserted eeremonies and institutions which were Soree,
defended by vigorous authority, sanctified by remote solub)
age, and associated with the most alluring gratification ;n the
of the passions. ll‘w =
After their death, the same doctrines were taught, y th
and the same effects followed, though successive and I_I.“’Bt“
grevious persecutions were waged against all who Ll’l)]‘“‘q.
professed their faith in Christ, by successive Emperors = Ay
and inferior Magistrates ; so that about a.pn. 140 ;""m}}’l‘
Justin Martyr writes,—‘‘ There is not a nation, Greek h«lllg .
‘or Barbarian, or of any other name, even of those _fm"“
who wander in tribes, and live in tents, among whom SHpec
prayers and thanksgivings are not offered to the Father ])rlm_lu
and Creator of the umverse in the name of the cruci- ;11‘1 Jec
fied Jesus.” ¢ "I'S er
Y. The success of Christianity, and that of the tg f" 5
religion of Mahomet, 1 now plainly perceive are not . i" ]
: parallel, but contrary, cases. creatic
T. The actual effect produced by this new religion m‘]':.t ¥
upon rociety, and which it is still producing, is ?“t ng
another point in the collateral evidence. In every m_()) b
Pagan country where it has prevailed, it has abolished a”;,‘q 5
wdolatry, with its sanguinary and polluted rites. It bolv.
_, also effected this mighty revolution,—that the sanc- ,i Y, 8
/ tions of religion should no longer be in favour of the s
worst passions and_ practices, but be directed against
them. It has ra.ise(f the standard of morality, and by
that means, even where its full effects have not been Y1
suffered to display themselves, has insensibly improved tha G
the manners of every Christian state. What heathen firmed
nations are, in point of morals, is now well known ; allv he
and the information on this subject, which for several th :ﬂxk
years past has been increasing, has put it out of the ——p
power of Infidels to urge the superior manners of either T S




188

\er
cl-

he
1wt

on

18
Ty
red

1t
nc-
the
nst

by
een

ved
hen
[+ 94
aral
the
her

67

China or Hindostan. It has abolished infanticide and
Jaainan sacrifices, 80 prevalent among ancient and
modern Heathens ; put an and to polygamy and di-
vorce; and, by the institution of marriage in an indis-
soluble bond, has given birth to a felicity and sanctity
in the domestic circle which it never before knew. It
has exalted the condition and character of woman, an

by that means has humanized man. It abohshed do-
mestic slavery in ancient Europe ; and from its prin-
ciples the struggle which was maintained with African
slavery drew 1ts energy, and obtained a triumph as
complete. 1t has given a milder character towar, and
taught modern nations to treat thcir{l

orisoners with
bumanity, and to restore them by exchange to their

respective countries. It has laid the basis of a juris-
prudence more just and equal ; given civil rights to
subjects ; and placed restraints on absolute power. It
has crowned its achievements by its charity. Hospi-
tals, schools, and many other institutions for the aid of
the at,;cd and the poor, are almost exclusively its own
creations, and they abound most where its influence is
most powerful. The game effects to this day are me-
sulting from its influence in those heathen countries
into which the Gospel has been carried by Mission-
aries sent out from this and other Christian states.

Y. These effects surely prove, that so benevolent,
holy, and beneficial a system of religion is worthy of
'l acceptation.

CHAPTER VL
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

Y. I THANK you for this account of the evidences of
the truth of the BScriptures, which has greatly con.
firmed and established my faith ; but I have occasion-
ally heard objections to the Scriptures, which I will
thank you to enable me to answer, should I again
meet with them in reading or in conversation.

T. State those of them you recollect.
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Y. Against the cvidence from miracles 1 have heard
it urged, that the Egyptian magicians, in several 1o
stances, wrought the same miracles as Moses.

7. The wonders wrought by the magicians were
pmb.’lblyju{/g//[ug tricks. These idolaters were perhaps
assisted 1n their sleights of hand by evil spirits : but
when they went beyond what could by any sleight of
hand or subtle contrivances be imitated, asin the
plague of lice, they were themselves obliged to confess
the interposition of ‘‘the finger of God.”

Y. But several pretended heathen miracles, as well
as those said to take placo in the Church of Rome,
are often mentioned by infidels.

T. They arc; yet even they hesitate to found any
serious argument upon them. A lcarned Divine has
laid down some just rules for trying miracles, and
observes :—

That we may reasonably suspect any accounts of
miracles to be false, if they are not published il long
afler the time when they are said to have been per-
formed,—or if they were not first published in the place
where {hey are said to have been wrought,—or if they
probably were puffered to pass wit/out cxamination, in
tho time and at the place where they took their rise.
These are general grounds of cuspicion ; to which may
be added particular cnes, arising from any circum
stancc.! which plainly indicate imposture and artifice
on the one hand, or credulity and imagination on the
other.

Before such tests all Pagan, Popish, and other pre-
tended miracles, without exception, shrink ; and they
are not for a moment to be brought into comparison
with works wrought publicly,—-in the sight of
thousands, and those often opposera of the system to
be established by them, - W()r\{s not by any ingenuity
whatever to be resolved into artifice on the one jait,
or in'o the effects of imagination on the other, —works
performed beforo scholars, stabesmen, rulers, per-
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secutors ;—of which the instances are numecrous, and
the places in which they occurred various,—works
published at the time, and on the very spot, —works
not in favour of a ruling system, but directed against
every other rcligious establishment under heaven ;
and, for giving their testimony to which, the ori-
ginal V\ltnt'HH('Hﬁl:u] rcason to expect, and did in most
instances, incur reproach, stripes, imprisoninent, and
death.

Y.* This is very convincing as to miracles ; but as
to the prophecies of Scripture, I have heard them
compared to the heathen oracles, which pretended to
foretell future things, and whose predictions are in
some instances said to have been remarkably accom-
plished.

7. No contrast can be greaber.

The first great distinction lies in this, that none of
the predictions ever uttered by the Delphic or other
nmv‘vs, went deep into futurity. They relate to
events on the eve of taking place, and whose pre-
paratory circwumstances were éfmnwn. The oracles did
not even pretend to foresee things a’ the distance of
a few years; though even a hundred years had been
a very limited period in comparison of the range of
the prescience of inspired Prophets, who looked
through the course of succeeding ages, to the end
of time.

A second contrast lies in the ambiguity of the
oracular responses. The prophecies of Scripture are
sometimes obscure, though this does not app‘y to the
most eminent of those w?li('h have been most signally
fulfilled, as we have already seen ; but they never
equivocate. For this the Pythian oracle was notorious.
Historians relate that Cr@svs, who had expended
large sums upon the agents of this delusion, was
backed by an equivocation, through which, interpret-
ing the responsc most favourably for himself, he was
induced to make an unsuccessful war on Cyrus. In



70

his subsequent captivity he repeatedly reproached the
oracle, and charged it with falsehood. The response
delivered to PYyrrHUS was of the same kind ; and
was 80 expressed as to be true, whether Pyrrhus
should conquer the Romans, orthe Romans T’yrrhus.
Many other instances of the same kind are given ;
not to mention the trifling, and even bantering and
jocose, oracles which were sometimes pronounced.

The venality, wealth, and servility of the managers
of the Delphic oracle, present another contrast to the
poverty and disinterestedness of the Jewish Prophets,
whom no gifts could bribe, and no power awe in the
discharge of their duty. Demosthenes, in one of his
speeches to the Athenians, publicly charges this
oracle with being ‘‘gaimed over to the interests of
King Philip;” and the Greek historians give other
instances in which it had been corrupted by money.
Can then the prophecies of Scripture be paralleled
with these dark, and venal, and delusive oracles,
without impiety? And could any higher honour be
wished for the Jewish Prophets, than the comparison
into which they are thus brought with the corrupt
agents of Paganism at Delphos and other places.

Y. Ridicule has been sometimes cast upon the
Prophets by profane writers, for those significant
actions by.vhich they illustrated their pru%ictious;
as when Jéremiah hides his girdle in a hole of the
rock, and Fzekiel weighs the hair of his head in
balances. How is this explained ?

7" This ridicule ean only proceed from ignorance.
In the early ages of the world, the deficiency of lan-
guage was often supplied by signs ; and when language
was improved, the practice remained after the neces-
sity was over ; especially among the Easterns, whose
patural temperament inclined them to this mode of
eonversation. The charges, then, of absurdity and
fanaticism, brought aganst the Prophets vanish of
themselves. The «bsurdity of an action consists im
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its being extravaghnt and insignificant ; but use, and
a fixed applica#ion, made the actions in question
both sober and pertinent. We may add, that several
of these actions were performed in wision; and that
considering the genius of the people who were ad-
dressed, they were calculated strongly to excite their
attention, which waa the end for which they were
adopted.

Y. It is objected to the Bible, that it represents
God as giving command to the Israelites to exter-
minate the nations of Canaan.

T. This objection cannot be argued upon the mere
ground that it is contrary to the divine justice or
mercy to cut off a people indiscriminately, from the
eldest to the youngest, since this is done in earth-
quadkes, pestilences, &c. The character of the God of
nature is not therefore contradicted by that ascribed
to the God of the Bible. The whole objection re-
solves itself into this question : Was it consistent
with the character of God to employ hAuman agents in
this work of destruction? \V{m can prove that it
was not? No one; and yet here lies the whole
stress of the objection. The Jews were not rendered
more cruel by their being so commissioned, for we
find them much more merciful in their practice than
other ancient nations ;—nor can this instance be
pleaded in favour of exterminating wars, since there
was in the case a special commission for a special
purpose, by which it was limited. Other considera-
tions are also to be included. The sins of the
Canaanites were of so gross a nature, that it was
necessary to mark them with signal punishments for
the admonition of surrounding nations ; the employ-
ing of the Israelites as instruments, under a special
and publicly-proclaimed commission, connected the
yunishment more visibly with the offence, than if it
!md been inflicted by the array of warring elements 3
whilst the lsraelites themselves would be more deeply
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impressed with the guilt of idolatry, and its ever
accompanying p« .l]ntc(f-lan«l sanguinary rites. Finally,
the Canaanites had been long spared, and in the
meantime both warned by I.mml judgments, and
reproved by the remaining adherents of the patri-
archal religion who resided among them.

Y. The intentional offering of Isaac by Abraham
has often been objected to.

T. The answer 1s, 1. That Abraham who was in
the habit of sensible communication with God, could
have no doubt of having received a divine command ;
and the night of God to take away the life he had
given, cannot be questioned. 2. That he proceeded
to execute the command of God in faith, as the
Apostle Paul has stated, that God would raise his
son from the dead. The whole transaction was
extraordinary, and cannot therefore be judged by
common rules ; and it could only be fairly objected
to, if it had been so stated as to encourage human
sacrifices. Here, however, are sufficient guards.
An indubitable divine command was given; the
sacrifice was prevented by the same authority; and
the history stands in a book which represents human
sacrifices as an abomination to God.—But I will save
you the trouble of enumerating several minor objec-
tions, by glanciug at them collectively.

The objections which have been raised against
characters and transactions in the books of Judges,
Samuel, and Kings, are dissipated by the single con-
sideration, that where they are obviously immoral or
unjustifiable, they are never approved ; and are merely
stated as facts of history. The conduct of Ehud, of
Samson, and of Jephthah, may be given as instances.

The advice of David, when, on his death-bed, re-
specting Joab and Shemei, has been attributed to his
private resentment. This is not the fact. He spoke
i his character of King and Magistrate, and gave
his advice on public grounds, as committing the
kingdom to his son.
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r The conduct of David also towards the Ammonites,
y in putting them ‘‘under saws and harrows of iron,”
6 has been the subject of severe animadversion. But
1 the expression means no more than that he employed
2 them 1n laborious works, as sawing, making iron

harrows, hewing wood, and making bricks; the
a Hebrew prefix signifying to as well as under. ‘‘He

Imt them to saws and harrows of iron,”’ (some render
o 1t tron mines,) *‘ and to axes of iron, and made them
i to pass through the brick-kiln.”
> With respect to the imprecations found in many
1 parts of Scripture, and which have been represented
1 as expressions of rcven%e and malice, it has been
e often and satisfactorily observed that they are pre-
8 dictions, and not anathemas; the imperative mood
8 being put for the future tense, according to the
y Hebrew idiom.
1 ’ With respect to all other objections, it has been
o well observed, ‘‘that a little skill in the original
. languages of the Sc riptures, their idioms and pro-
e perties, and in the times, occasions, and scope of the
1 several books, as well as in the antiquities and
o customs of those countries which were the scenes of
&)

the transactions recorded, will always clear the main
difficulties.”

Y. These general observations will be of use to me
t in future. But what say you to the common objec-
tion, that the Scriptures require us to believe things
- incomprehensible to human reason ?

T. H answer, that many doctrines and duties are
comprehensible enough ; no mystery at all is involved
in them ; and as to mu)mprehenslblc subjects, nothing
is more obvious than that a Jact may be the subject
of revelation, as that God m eternal and omnipresent,
whilst the mode may still remain mysterious and
incomprehensible. The fa:t itself is not hidden, or
expressed in language or in symbol 8o equivocal as to

throw the meaning into difficulty,—the only sense

W W TS S | - .
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in which the objection could be valid. As a fact, it
is clearly revealed that these are attributes of the
divine nature ; but both, notwithstanding that clear
and indubitable revelation, are still incomprehensible.
It is not revealed How God is eternal and omni-
present,—nor 18 such a revelation pretended ; but it
18 revealed THAT HE 18 30 ; not How a Trinity of
persons exists in a Unity of essence, but THAT SUCH I8
the mode of the divine existence. 1f, however, men
hesitate to admit incomprehensible subjects as to
matters of faith, they cannot be permitted to fly for
relief from revelation to philosophy ; and much less
to assert its superiority, as to clearness of manifesta-
tion, to the holy Scriptures. There too it will be
scen that mystery and revelation go inseparably
together ; that he who will not admit the mys-
tery, cannot have the benefit of the revelation, and
that he who takes the revelation of facts, embraces at
the same time the mystery of their causes. The facts,
for instance, of the attraction of gravitation, of cohe-
sion, of electricity, of magnetism, of congelation,  of
thawing, of evaporation, are all admitted. The
experimental and inductive philosophy of modern
times has made many revelations of the relations, and,
in some instances, of the proximate causes of these
Ehcnomena; but the real causes are all confessedly

idden. With respect to mechanics, says a writer
who has devoted his life to philosophical studies,”
¢“ This science is conversant about force, matter, time,
motion, space : each of thesc has occasioned the most
elaborate disqifisitions, and the most violent disputes.
Let it be asked, What is force/ If the answerer be
candid, his reply will be, ¢ I cannot tell, so &s to sa-
tisfy every inquirer, or so as to enter into the essence
of the thing.” Again, What is matter? ‘1 cannot
tell ; What 18 motion ?/ ‘1 cannot tell ;' and so of the

* Dr. Gregory's ‘ Letters on the Christian Religron.”
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rest. The fact of the communication of motion
from one body to another, is as inexplicable as the
communication of divine influences. How, then,
can the former be admitted with any face, while the
latter 18 denied solely on the ground of its incom-
prehensibility v’

Y. 1t has been objected to the Mosaic chronology,
that it fixes the era of creation only about 4000 years
earlier than the Christian era ; and against this,
evidence has been brought from the chronology of
certain ancient nations.

T. The objections drawn from this source have of
late rapidly weakened, and are in fact given up by
many whose deference to the authority o Scripture 18
very slight, though but a few years ago nothing was
more confidently urged by sceptical writers than the
refutation of” Moses by the Chinese, Hindoo, and
Egyptian chronologies, founded, as it was then stated,
on very ancient astronomical observations preserved to
the present day. It is, however, now clearly proved,
that the astronomical tables, from which it has been
attempted to assign a prodigious antiquity to the
Hindoos, have been e¢ulculated backwards;* and
among the Chinese, the earliest astronomical ob-
servation that appears to rest upon good grounds, is
now found to be one made not more than two thousand
nine hundred years ago.+ As for the conclusion drawn
from the snpposed Zodiacs in the Temples of Esneh
Dendara in Egypt, it is now strongly doubted whether
the figures represented upon them are astronomical or
mythological, that is, whether they are Zodiacs at all.
Their astronomical character is strongly denied by
Dr. Richardson, a late traveller, who examined them
with great care, and who gives large reasons for his
opinion. Even if the astronomical character of these
assumed Zodiacs be allowed, they are found to prove
nothing. M. Biot, an eminent French mathematician,
* Cuvier’s ‘‘ Theory of the Earth.” { Ibid.
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has recently fixed the date of the oldest of them at
only 716 years before Christ.

Y. Geologists have sometimes contended that the
period of time requisite for the formation of the
].riuuti\'c structure of the earth, argues that the world
18 much older than the Mosaic account seems to
intimate.

T. But Geologists of equal eminence have been of a
contrary opinion ; and the great differences amon
those who profess this science, render objections o
this kind ()fIlittle weight. Besides, two things are
assumed in the objection without any proof : 1. That
the primitive strata were not created in their present
composite form : 2. That if progressively formed, the
processes were always as slow as at present :—
neither of which can be proved.

Y. Has not the general deluge been objected to ?

T. It has ; but the whole earth bears testimony to
the fact. It isnot only preserved in the traditions
of all nations, but after all the philosophical arguments
which were formerly urged against it, philosophy has
at length acknowledged that the present surface of the
earth must have been submerged under water. ‘“ Not
only,” says Kirwan, ‘‘in every region of Europe, but
also of both the old and new continents, immense
quantities of marine shells, either dispersed or
collected, have been discovered.” This and several
other facts seem to prove, that at least a great part of
the present earth was, before the last general con-
vulsion to which it has been subjected, the bed of an
ocean which at that time was withdrawn from it.
Other facts seem also to prove with sufficient evidence,
that this recession of the waters, which once covered
the parts now inhabited by men, was not gradual but
violent, such as may be supposed from the brief but
emphatic relation of Moses. The violent action of
water has left its traces in various undisputed phe-
nomena.  ‘“ Stratified mountains of various heights
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exist in different parts of Europe, and of both con.’
tinents, in and between whose strata various substances
of marine, and some vegetables of terrestrial origin
repose either in their natural state or petrified.”* “él'o
overspread the plains of the Arctic Circle with the
shells of Indian seas, and with the bodies of elephants
and rhinoceri, surrounded by masses of submarine
vegetation ; to accumulate on a single spot, as at La
B(ﬁua, in promiscuous confusion, the marine pro-
ductions of the four quarters of the globe; what
conceivable instrument would be efficacious but the
rush of mighty waters ?’+ These facts, about which
there is no dispute, and which are acknowledged by
the advocates of each of the prevailing geological
theories, give a sufficient attestation to the Deluge of
Noabh, in which the fountains of the great deep were
broken up, and from which precisely such phenomena
might be expected to follow.

Y. Has it not been supposed that the ark could not
contain the living creatures which are said to have
been received into it ?

T. Yes ; but without reason. Dr. Hales proves the
ark to have been of the burden of 42,413 tons ; and
asks, ‘“Can we doubt of its being sufficient to contain
eight persons, and about two hundred or two hundred
and fifty pair of four-footed animals,—a number to
which, according to M. Buffon, all the varous distinct
species may be reduced,—together with all the sub-
sistence necessary for a twelvemonth, with the fowls
of the air, and such reptiles and insects as cannot ljve
under water ?’ All these various animals were also
controlled by the power of God, whose special agency
i8 supposed in the whole transaction, and ‘‘ the lion
was made to lic down with the kid.”

Y. Is it not objected, that all the nations of men, 81

* Kirwan’s ‘“ Geological Essays.”
t Gisborne's “‘ Testimony of Natural Theology.”
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‘utfferent in colour and featwre, could not, as the
>Sc17'i'ptures declare, descend from one common pair ?

4 . Formely this was objected ; but now even infidel
-and so{eiptical' philosophers acknowledge that colour and
other diyfferences indicate only varieties in man, but do
not prove distinct species ; and so this objection may be
considered as given up.

Y. These are certainly the most weighty objections
I have met with, and I see that they admit of satis-
factory answers ; and that even if t presented us
with greafer and real difficulties they would weigh
nothing against that great maes of evidence which
establishes the holy Scriptures to be i ¢rwth the
WORD OF GoD.

T. Go then, youth, and ‘‘read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest” these sacred writings. Let no so-
phistry of wicked men lead you from THE TRUTH, and
rob you of your BIRTHRIGHT to salvation and immor-
tality. The Bible will be your guide through life,
your comfort in afHliction, and your hope in death, if
you embrace the doctrines it teaches, and believe on
the Saviour it sets before you. 1t is a book which
none but

“Bold, bad men despise ;"

and which the wisest and best men of all ages have
loved and reverenced as ‘‘the word of truth, and the
Gospel of salvation.”




