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UK POUT, ,s^c.

It (I Meeting held this Oat/, at the Cily of London Tavern, to

take into Consideration the distressed Situation tjfthe Settlers

at the Cape of Good Hope
;

Wm. Thompson, Esq. M. P. am^ Alderman, in tlie Chair.

Extracts from v.arious letters received by merchants from their

concspondents in Cape Town were read, exhibiting, in the most

affecting terms, the great misery which prevails among the Set-

tlers in tliat Colony, occasioned by the failure of their crops for

three successive seasons, and by the calamitous inundation in

October last.

The proceedings of the Society formed in Cape Town for their

relief were also read, in which the above very distressing accounts

are fully authenticated, and wherein the total inadequacy of the

funds of that Society to relieve such accumulated wretchedness as

now exists, without the assistance of a benevolent British Public,

is clearly demonstrated.

It was stated to the meeting, that a deputation had waited on

the Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, his Majesty's Secretary of State

for the Colonial Department : which deputation reported, that his

lordship had received them in the most polite and condescending

manner, that he readily entered into their viewr> as to the propriety

and necessity of raising a Subscription, and granted full permission

to the deputation to make use of his lordship's name in any way

tl:ey thought would best promote the object in view.

b2
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The following Rcsolutious were then carried un.inimouBly :

—

Moved by John Foulger, Esq. and seconded by Patrick

Home, Esq.

1. That this meeting contemplates with much satisfaction the

exertions made by the Society in Cape Town, on behalf of their

suffering countrymen ; but that this meeting is fully convinced

that the limited funds of that Society cannot remove the mass of

misery now existing among the Settlers.

Moved by Roger Harries, Esq. seconded by John Gore, Esq.

2. That it appears to this meeting highly necessary that a Sub-

scription be immediately entered into for the Relief of the Dis-

tressed Settlers at the Cape of Good Hope ; that a committee be

appointed to manage the same ; and that the most efficient mea-

sures be adopted to make the object as public as possible.

Moved by A Borradaile, Esq. and seconded by Henry Hough-

ton, Esq.

3. That the following gentlemen form the committee, with leave

to add to their numbers :

—

Wm. Thompson, Esq. M.P. and Andrew Steedman, Esij.

Alderman.

John Key, Esq. Alderman.

Rev, John Campbell.

Roger Harries, Esq.

Wm. Burnie, Esq.

Hamn. Ross, Esq.

John Foulger, Esq.

Wm. Greig, Esq.

Abraham Borradaile, Esq.

Patrick Home, Esq.

Joseph Aiusley, Esq.

Thomas Underwood, Esq.

Thomas Sanderson, Esq.

Henry Houghton, Esq.

J. B. Ebden, Esq.

James Carfrac, Esq.

Daniel Jones, Esq.

Alexander Sinclair, Esq.

John Gore, Esq.

Richard Dixon, Esq.

John King, Esq,

And, that Wm. Fry, Esq. be requested to act as Treasurer ; and

Wm. M. Harries, Esq. as Honorary Secretary.

Moved by J. B. Ebden, Esq. and seconded by Roger Harries,

Esq. '

4. That an Appeal to the Public be forthwith inserted in the

public papers, and that it be printed, with extracts from the pro-

I

»
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ccedingR of t}io Cape Town Societyj and other authentic informa-

tion, and that the committee be requested to circulate the same

as widely as j)ossiblc.

Wm. Thompson, Chairman.

Mr. Alderman Thompson having left the chair.

It was moved by A. Borradaile, Esq. and seconded by John

Foulger, Esq. and carried unanimously.

That the best thanks of this meeting be presented to Mr. Al-

derman Thompson, for his polite conduct and attention in the

chair on this occasion.

Subscriptions will be duly announced in subsequent advertise-

ments.

Subscriptions are received l)y the treasurer, Wm. Fry, Esq.

St. Mildred's-court, Poultry ; by Messrs. Frys and Chapman, and

the several Bankers in the Metropolis ; by Thos. Underwood, Esq.

32, Fleet-street, Agent to the Connnittee at Cape Town j and by

the Conunittee, at the City of London Tavern, to whom all com-

munications arc to be addressed.

City of London Tavern, March 5, 1 624.

:i

APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC.

Among the numerous objects which have from time to time

called forth the benevolence of the British public, none have pre-

sented stronger claims to their compassionate consideration than

those now submitted on behalf of the unfortunate and destitute

emigrants to the New Colony, at the Cape of Good Hope.

The hearts of Englishmen are ever alive to the distresses of

their fellow-creatures, however distant their )iation, however far

removed from themselves in language, in habits, in religion : how

much more readily then will this generous sympathy be extended

towards an unfortunate portion of their fellow-countrymen, suffer-

ing under the accumulated misery of unrewarded industry, ex-

hausted means, and disappointed hopes, expending their fruitless
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labour on an ungratefiil soil, and exposed to the incursions and

depredations of an insidious and implacable enemy! Their cries

of distress have been long heard by their more prosperous coun-

trymen at the other extremity of the Cape Peninsula, and they

have not been heard in vain. A Society Mas formed at Cape Town

in 1 820, for the purpose of affording relief as far as their means

would extend, '^he utmost efforts, however, of this Society ap-

pear to have been totally inadequate to the constantly increasing

calls on their humanity, for the recurrence of continued failures

ill the harvests, the frequent loss of cattle, and the recent cala-

mity of an inundation, has involved a large portion of a population

amounting to about 5000 s<iuls in one common lot of hopeless

ruin.

A Society has in consequence been formed in London in aid of

the Society in Cape Town, and the committee begs to call the

attention of the public to the following documents, feeling well

assured that the communication of the well authenticated faots

contained therein will not fail to promote such a measure of public

munificence as may enable the Society to mitigate more effectually

the scvcro distress of the objects on whose behalf they now most

earnestly plead.

The Jblloiviing Extracts are taken from the Proceedings of the

Society established at Cape Totunfor the Reliefofthe distressed

Settlers in South Africa, at their Annual Meeting, \1th Sep-

tember^ 1823.

The committee entrusted with the management of the Settlers'

Fund, in presenting to the subscribers the account of the annual

receipts and expenditure, are not aware that they can better

resume their pledge to the public, whose charity they have dis-

pensed, or afford stronger inducements for the continued and

more extensive exercise of that charity, than by laying before

them a plain statement of their proceedings j and they feel con-

vinced that a simple narrative of facts will justify their further

appeal to the liberality of the public in behalf of sufferings, which.
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though they cannot be effectually removed by human means, may

be greatly alleviated.

Your Committee will not pretend to affirm that they may not,

in their endeavours to relieve abject poverty, sometimes have ex-

tended aid to unworthy objects. When the application was made

(as it frequently has been) by individuals evidently suffering

under the pangs of hunger, and utterly destitute, the urgent

claims of nature have been satisfied previous to a particular in-

quiry, which wljen made at a subsequent period only tended to

confirm the truth of the observation, that the extremes of misery

and vice are commonly but too closely allied. Imposition has,

however, been guarded against by i>ersons being visited in their

abodes.

The Committee now beg leave to lay before the meeting a few

details, extracted from letters addressed to the secretary, or ob-

tained from other authentic sources.

I

The twojbllotuing Letters were written hy Gentlemen who are both

Heads of respectable Parties, and who had lived in genteel and

comfortable Circumstances in their native Country

:

—

" Graham's Town, 23rd Dec. 1822.

" I received your letter, and am glad that some one thinks it

worth while to inquire after so wretched a being as myself. I am

sorry to tell you, our dear little Matilda is no more. She was

with me while reaping some barley, when I told her to go to the

house to bring me some water to drink : she ran off, and fell on

one of those vile reptiles that abound in this part of the globe,

and was stung. I attended my sweet babe for seven days and

nights, during which she was in the greatest agony, until mor-

tification took place. She then recovered her senses—prayed for

her poor mamma and papa, and expired quite easy, on Tuesday,

at four o'clock. She was a lovely child, only four years old : all

my misfortunes are nothing compared to this ; she was our last

and only child.
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" You ask me ...i* an account of o\ir situation ; which I will givo

you ; and I l)clieve it is applicable to all the settlers, as regards

our crops and jirosfiect of food for the ensuing year. My wheat,

two months ago the most promising I ever saw in any country, is

now cut down, and in heaps for burning, before we plough the

ground again. The nist has utterly destroyed it ; not a grain

have wc saved. My barley, from the drought, and a grub which

attacks the blade just under the surface, produced little more than

I sowed. My Indian corn, very much injured by the caterpillar;

cabbages destroyed by the lice ; the beans all scorched with the

hot winds j the carrots run to seed ; the potatoes are good, but

I have but a small quantity. Our cows are all dry for want of

grass : not the least appearance of verdure as far as the eye can

reach. Nothing but one great wilderness of faded grass, some-

thing resembling a couchy fallow in England. On Saturday,

whilst watching by the sick bed of my dear little girl, I was

startled by the cry of wild dogs *. I ran to the window, and saw-

about thirty of those ferocious animals : before I could drive them

off, they killedtwentyof my flock, which consisted of twenty-seven

in all. I stood for a moment thinking of my misery—my dying

child—my blasted crops—my scattered and ruined flock. God's

will be done ! I have need of fortitude to bear up against such

accumulated misery. Fa.'cwell."

" Graham's Town, 28th Jan. 1823.

" We are all here struggling in the same way in which you

left us, or rather worse ; our prospects being still more gloomy,

as the crops have again very generally failed in this part of the

country. Wc have also this season been troubled with a new

enemy : the caterpillars and locusts have been so numerous, that

our gardens are totally destroyed. I took the greatest care of

mine, and the prospect of its producing something cheered us a

little; but this unexpected visitation has thrown a complete

• Tlje Wilde Hond, or Wild Dog of the Cape, is mentioned by Burchell as an

undescribed and verj' ferocious species of the hyaena.
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(lamp on our exertions. The season has been so dry, that many

farmers in the Graaff-Roynet district have been obligeil to leave

their places for want of water. Several whom I know here arc

forced to send three miles for what water they use for domestic

purposes. Bread is now quite out of the question ; tlio scanty

allowance of half a pound of rice is all we get. We feel much

the want of vegetables, sometimes being under the necessity of

living several days on meat alone. The Caffrcs are very trouble-

some ; they lately stole twenty-four head of oxen from me ; but

misfortune has so long been my companion, that we begin to l)c

reconciled to each other."

I

The next two Extracts are selected from Letters notv hvforc the

Committee, and arc xvritten hij a Gentleman vilioformerlij held

n Captains Commission in his Majesties Service. Thcij arc

addressed to a private Friend, tvho had collected 'i small Sub-

scriptionfor him in Cape Town.

" Feb. 17, I82.'J,

" To my friends, and the friends of humanity, I am indebted,

I may say, for the existence of myself and family ; for really, but

for their kind interference, we must have perished.

" If I could only see any kind of bread of my own growing, I

should be happy. 'Tis now nearly three months since we had any

bread to eat, and indeed, very little rice. If I could any way get

a bag of meal, it would be a great relief.

" I am very sorry to be so troublesome : however, necessity

compels me to do what my nature somewhat recoils at. We are

very badly off for breakfast, which now usually consists of a bit of

fried cabbage, or pumpkin stewed. If we once again get bread,

we will enjoy it sweetly."

" May 23, 182S.

" Every necessary is so extravagant in Graham's Town, that

it is impossible to come at clothing. My sons and myself arc

KMW&i^
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very naked, and the weather is now excessively cold. If I could

hut get the price of a pair of new wheels for my waggon, I would

put my son J on the road, and he would earn a little by draw-

ing loads for the shopkeepers in Graham's Town. The calico will

b'.' a great relief when it arrives. A whole shirt will now be a

great luxury.

" VVc are at present as badly off as ever. The four cows that

gave us milk, mIucIi was a great part of our support, are dry,

owing to a disease now prevailing among the cattle throughout

the country."

The foilowiucf intcrcsthig Passages are extracted jro;n the MS.
Journal of Mr. F (« Gentleman well known to several

Memher'i of the Committee), who travelled throuschthe English

Locutions in March and April last, and personalhj ivitnessed

many ojthefacts tchich he relates.

"March 31.

" Visited Scanlan's party.—There are only three families re-

maining here, out of seven, of which it oi'iginally consisted.

They M'ere all, but one, shoemakers, and might have obtained

plenty of employment among the Settlers, were it iiot that there is

not one in twenty who has now money sufficient to purchase a

pair of shoes ; and, in fact, the settlers are generally found with-

out them. These people have still a few cattle, but have lost

many by the Cafires. Indian corn and pumpkins are their only

produce."

" April 1

.

" Mr. Mandy irifi)imcd me that many in his neighbourhood

were in the greatest distress, and that some had killed their last

cow for food."

" Baillie's party.—Mr. Adams, Avho is head of one division

of this party, informed me, that there were only thirteen or four-
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teen families now remaining on the location, out of the whole of

this large settlement. He added, that there was much distress

among those who remained j and instanced one person of the

name of H , who had formerly been in good circumstances,

but who, from the failure of every other rpsoui'ce, had that day

been forced to go to Graham's Town, to sell some of the small re-

maining part of his clothes, to keep himself and his family from

starving for absolute want."

" April 3.

" Visited Smith and Cock's parties,—Three persons belonging

to these two parties had some wheat grown this year ; and, at

one of their houses, I eat the first and last bread that I met with

in Albany, made from wheat grown by any settler. A few of the

other Settlers have bought some of this wheat for seed, at two

skillings per pound."

" It is most distressing to see the husband and wife, with

scarcely any thing to cover them, and their children in the same

condition, lying on the ground on the outside of their miserable

huts, roasting a few heads of Indian corn, probably tJic only food

they have. Many have nothing but pumpkins. One family, of

the name of H , had not tasted butcher's meat, nor, I be-

lieve, bread, for about three months ; and their children were

running about without clothes. As for shoos and stockings, they

are seldom to be seen on either old or young.

" I am sorry to be obliged to remark, that all tliat honest

boldness of character, so conspicuous in the yeomen and labourers

of England, seems to have left these wretched emigrants ; and

they now appear to meet their disappointments and misfortunes

with an indifference bordering on despair."

*' Hyii an and Ford's party are in a truly miserable plight,

with scarcely any thing to eat, but a few vegetables. I here saw

an aged couple in almost a starving condition. On going into

their hut, I found the poor woman boiling a little pumpkin

soup, which was mixed with some milk. She s-iid this was the
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only food they liad ; and their wretched dwelling was neither

wind nor wiitor-tight.

" At a little distance I met what had once been, as I Mas told,

a fine hearty-Loking young woman, but now miserably emaciated

;

—apparently about twenty-four or twenty-five years of age. She

was leading one child, another was following, and a third was on

her arm. They were all without shoes or stockings. The

M'oman's dress (if such it could be called), consisted of the re-

mains of an old tent tied about her: the children were clad in

tlie same ma; .er j and the canvas appeared so rotten, that it

would scarcely hang on them."

" April 4.

" On reaching Wilson's party, we met with many persons who

had formerly been in a respectable situation of life in Enjjlaiid, and

had brought out some property with them. This is the description

of people who have suffered the greatest privations and calamities.

I spoke to one or two respectable women, who gave me a more

lively idea of their melancholy situation, by replying to me in a

manner that immediately evinced that they had been well edu-

cated and brought up in good society ; though they now appeared

to be half starved, and almost broken-hearted, with their jwrsons

neglected and in rags. At this place, their gardens had generally

failed, and the corn altogether."

Captain

" April f).

and his two sons were Mithout shoes or

stockings; and actually without sufficient clothing, of any kind,

to cover their naked limbs. Their corn had totally failed from

blight, and their garden had scarcely produced any thing, in con-

sequence of drought and caterpillars."

" Mrs. Carrie (who has a shop at Bathurst), told me, that

though almost every settler was in the greatest distress for want

of the common necessaries of life ; and though the articles she
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sells arc cliicfly of tliis description, yet tlicrc was almost no «le-

niand ; because not one in fifty had a single rix dollar to expend.

Such, >JO\vever, she added, was the distress of some, that she

could not help giving credit, though witli little or no prospect of

ever being repaid."

The remaining Selections have been furnished to the Secretary

from different most respectable Quarters.

Thejirst is extracted/ram a Letter addressed to Mr. T. Pringle,

by a Medical Officer on the Caffre Frontier, and dated Jugiist

29,1823.

" During my recent stay at , I had opportunities of

seeing a good deal of the actual state of tlie settlers in Albany ;

and I can truly declare, I never witnessed so much jwjverty and

misery before. Whilst your friends on the Bavian's River are re-

ported to be in comparative comfort and prosperity, our country-

men in the Zuureveldt are without the necessaries of life ••

Disease too vvas amongst them, and some families presented a

deplorable picture."

The newt is also tahenjrom n private Letter, addressed to a Gcn^

ileman now in Cape Totvn. It was written by an Individual

of high Character and Connexions, and tcho has honourably

held the Office ofJnstice of the Peace in England, and that qf

Heemraad in South Africa.

" Sept. 1, 1823.

" My family arc this day without bread, and 1 can procure

none in Graham's Town, at any price. Rice is also very dear

and scarce. Now,^ in our fourth year, our privations are greater

than ever. The Spring-bucks arc increasing so much, that all

• The Scotch party are located far up in the interior, on one of the sources of

the Great Fish River, parallel with the Sheawberg, and liave suffered less rom

tlie blight tliiin any other settlers.



14

my (tvvii corn and my nearest neighbour's on tlu; plain lias been

entirely eaten clown. My people arc obliged to take their turns

in watching them all night. Barker and Biggar have severally

lost thirty and forty head of cattle last week by the Caffres :—
Stanly, all his yesterday."

it

The same Gentleman, on the Sth 0/September, sai/s

:

Before our present crop is ripe, much distress will be felt for

want of food. It is really lamentable to hear of and witness the

distress that now prevails from this cause. A poor Irishman told

me to-day, that many families, besides his own, were living, < like

the soldiers' horses—on green forage;'—for he had eaten nothinff

during the last two days but lettuces and leeks ! Times are so

hard that we cannot employ labourers."

In a Communication, dated September 21th, we have thefolio-win"-

Statement,from the same Correspondent.

" I was yesterday asked to join in a petition to government to

send down Indian corn for seed to the settlers, as it cannot be

procured here. I have been this week at the Kowie with my
waggon to get flour and rice from the little vessel (the Good
Intent), which came in a day or two before. I was fortunate in

getting one bag of brown rice for my share, for which I paid 20

rix dollars. The whole of her cargo was flour and rice, and was

disposed of in the boat as it was landed : and numbers went away
without a morsel, declaring, that their families at home were

without gram of any kind. It was, iadeed, most pitiable to wit-

ness the disappointment of those who have hoarded up a few dol-

lars for this arrival, and returned empty. I saw some of Thorn-
hill's, Smith's, Cock's, the Nottingham, Wilson's, Bradshaw's,

Southey's, and Holder's parties 3 to all of whom I put the ques-

tion, whether they could spare me half a muid or so of Indian

corn ? The universal reply was, ' We have none for our own use

—we have not even enough for seed.'
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" Tlie rust or blight is very prevalent both in the rye and solid

straw wheat, but I sincerely hope they will not be materially

hurt. All the other forward wheats hstvo suffered as usual

—

nothing remains of them."

Another Gentleman, whose high Respectability/ and moderate Senti-

ments are also well knovon to the Committee, "writes to a Friend on

Sept. 29, asjollows

:

" I am not one who wish to encourage the reports of general

distress for food ; but to say that the settlers have plenty, is too

barefaced, I believe very few have sufficient Indian corn for seed.

Applications are made to me from all quarters for it, as I happen

to have a little to spare. With respect to our crops—the Cape

wheat has entirely failed ; the solid-straw, or Bengal wheat, I

trust, will answer ; and experience has taught the settlers, that

they must plant plenty of Indian corn and pumpkins. Should

these succeed, bread will not l)e absolutely wanted. But the

most serious thing is the distress occasioned by the CafFrea taking

the milch cows. Numbers of little farmers who had got together

twenty or thirty cows, and were thereby enabled to support their

families, and sell butter sufficient to purchase bread, have Ijeen

deprived of their little stock by these savages, and compelled to

quit their locations, and seek employment in Graham's Town." '

Mr. Collis, Proprietor of' the only Mill hitherto established in the

New Settlements, states, in a Note, dated 29th September :—
" That no wheat grown by any settler had ever yet been

/rought to be ground at his mill j but that it had been partly

occupied up to the end of July last, in grinding barley, Indian

corn, and a little rye, reap<;d by settlers last season. Since that

period, not six muids of grain of any sort had been received into

the mill j and out of that (he adds), several persons have taken

back maize to seed, so it is evident there is none in hand to

grind."
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The Correspondent referred to at Pnge2T, continuct: on the

30/// September

:

—
•' The report that the vsettlers Iiave had abundant crops of

Indian corn, or that they have now any tolerable supply remain-

ing, is utterly untrue. It is now selling at one shilling (English)

per quart, for seed. Since I came from home, I am sorry to find

that the prospectsfor harvest are worse : rust and drought are de-

stroying every thing. The Caffres continue uncommonly active.

Pigot, Cooper, Bester, Dclport, Erasmus, and Vandyke, have all

lost cattle. If we have not effectual relief in a very short time,

we must quit our locations. It is become really distressing and

alarming. O, for Van Diemau's Land ! I am heartily sick of

it, and dread being a moment from home on account of the

Caffres."

Tkejbllo'wing are Ejiractsfrom a Speech delivered at the Meeting

bij the Rev. Dr. Phillip.

" Without reflecting upon any man, or any class of men, I

maintain that it is impossible to remove 5000 men from their

native country, and plant them in any other country under

heaven, without involving a vast portion of suffering. For an

illustration of this subject we have only to look to the diflFerent

emigrations to America, in the first colonization of that country.

Many of the first settlers suffered greatly, and some whole parties

perished for want of the necessaries of life on spots that are now

supporting a dense population. The history of the Sierra Leone

settlement is well known ; many lives were lost, and much pro-

perty sunk before the experiment afforded any rational prospect

of success. The colonization of New Holland is also a case in

point. During the early periods of that settlement the colonists

were often in the greatest distress: several timci they were

under the painful apprehension of death by famine ; for six years

they continued to receive a great part of their supplies from Ba-

tavia, from India, and from England, at considerable expense to

the mother country.
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" From \')30 to 1570., including the first twenty years of the

liistory of this cohiny, although the niunber of the first settlers

was not one-third of the number landed in Albany, it cost the

Dutch East India Company twenty millions of guilders. Though

it is not my intentio'' at present to attempt to account for the i

facts, yet it may be remarked, that there seems to be something
j

in a virgin soil unfavourable to the support of human life ; aiid it
j

seems to he with men as with vegetables,—they must suffer,
|

after being transplanted, before they can take root. I

" One circumstance may be mentioned, in passing, which has

added to the distress of the settlers. In the emigrations con-
,^

stantly taking place to America, the emigrants having landed at j

New York, Boston, Quebec, or some large town, find employ-

ment, assistance, or the means of subsistence, in the countries

through which they pass, and from the colonists settled in the

immediate neighbourhood of their locations : but in the late

emigration to this colony, we have between four and five thou-

sand people conducted at once to a country possessed by a few

Dutch boors, who, in case of any failure of the Emigrants* hopes,

could give them no assistance. . ,

'

• •
- '

" Shall we be told, to set aside their claims on our benevolence,
j

fhut they want industry ? If, after the failure of so many crops,
||

they neglect to cultivate the soil, to the full extent of the credit i,

they may have given them for physical energies, is it matter of

surprise? They cannot command the clouds of heaven to rain

upon their fields : they cannot raise the water, from the deep

ravines to which it is confined, to irrigate their gardens : they

cannot arrest Omnipotence, and stop tne progress of that blight, r

which, through successive years, has destroyed the promise of the

liarvest. And, if under the repeated strokes of the Almighty,

the mind loses its tone, vhcn nothing but the powerful aids of

religion can prevent depression, and stimulate to perseverance

the unhappy sufiVsrcrs are more entitled to our sympathy than

deserving of censure. • ' '•

*' -'
.

?

- " The claims of our unhappy countrymen upon our sympathj',

are of more than an ordinary character. In that country, which
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w.iM lU'scribcd in all ihi- ,£»U»wing tints of eastern imagery as u

.second Lund of Pnmisc, you may see tlic fingers, wliich fieldom

moved hut to paint for the eye, or to charm the car, tying up

cattle, or stopping up the gaps of their enclosure : females, on

whom, in England, the wind was scarcely allowed to blow, ex-

jMtsed to all the rage of the pitiless storm j mothers with large

families, who used to have a servant to each child, without an

individual to assist ihcm in the drudgery of the house, the labour

of the dairy, or the care of their children ; families who used to

sleep upon down, with scarcely a sufficient number of boards, or

a sufficient quantity of straw, to keep them from an earthen floor
j

young females, possessed of every accomplishment, reduced to

feed a few cows, almost the sole dej)endence of the family ; men,

who have held the ranks of captains and paymasters in the army,

driving waggons without shoes or stockings ! /

" In a tour I made through the locations of the settlers, I

found a gentleman, whose connexions at home I knew to he

respectable, with two lovely daughters, without a single servant,

niale or female, upon the place. I asked him how he came to

be in this situation ? In reply, he said, with much mildness nnti

apparent resignation, ' I have sunk my all, I have spent my last

shilling, and I have never reaped one handful of produce from my
fHvm,' On another location, I entered a house in which I was

ushered into the presence of a female, whose dress and circum-

stances exhibited such a contrast to her manners and former con-

nexions in life, that, when shebegan to talk~(rfSir John
,

Sir Wm. , General——-, Lady , as her rela-

tions, and to ask me if I knew stich persons, it required a con-

si<lerablc effort to persuade myself that I was not listening to a

person under mental derangement. To describe all the heads of

the parties I met under similar circumstances, woidd be to

enumerate the greater part of them. I am fully satisfied that

if, in some instances, clamorous individuals may have exaggerated

the miseries of their own condition, one-fifth of the real distress

of the settlers, as a body, has neither met the public eye, nor

been made knoAvn by their own report.
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" If there Ik; any tiling interesting in the condition of an emi-

grant, to him that knows the heart of a stranger in a strange

land ; any thing to excite pity for men smarting under the rod

of the Almighty, like Job, when he exclaimed. Have pity upon

me, Oh ! my friends, have pity upon me, for the hand ofthe Lord

hath touched me; any thing to excite sympathy in old age,

bending over the grave of a partner in life who has died of a

broken heart ; any thing touching in the name of widow ; any

thing tender in the condition of fatherless children ; any thing

affecting in the sight of young accomplished females reduced, not

to the spindle and the distaff, but to the drudgery that falls to

the lot of the slave, in the service of the African boor ; if there

be any thing in hunger and nakedness to excite pity
—

'^e have

all these claims embodied in this Institution. The ancients had

a temple dedicated to Pity—the human heart is the proper seat

of pity J and what objects can have a greater claim to pity, than

those in whose cause we are assembled here this day ? I may be

told there are greater objects of pity than these settlers. I admit

the fact; and if asked who they are, I reply—they are those

persons who wish to destroy our sympathy towards our unfortu<

nate countrynnen ! I would rather be the greatest sufferer in

Albany, than be in the condition of those individuals, M'ho not only

refuse to relieve their distress, but would prevent others from

doing it. ' They that be slain by the sword are better than

they that be slain with hunger ; for these pine awaV) stricken

through, for want of the fruits of the field.'
"

TheJoUowing Speech was delivered by Sir Richard Ottley.

" I shall abstain from all topics which might appear to be intro-

duced for the purposes of declamation, and all exaggeration of

the sufferings of the Colonists. That their distress is serious

—

that their wants are urgent, and call for our immediate assistance,

cannot be doubted by any one who has attentively considered the

documents presented to the Society, and the statements received
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IVom those who have had tlie host o})portunitics of ascert;vining

the situation to whicli the Settlers are reduced. We might en-

hirge much upon the state of destitution and nakedness in wliich

many of tlie inha!)itants are placed, and the scenes of calamity and

woe which are presented to the eyes of those who have visited the

locations. But I prefer to confine myself to those facts which are

contained in the Report, and Avhich liave been stated during the

course of this day's proceedings, because we have had an oppor-

tunity of examining the truth of those facts. All those statements

have been made by eye-witnesses ; by gentlemen who have re-

sided amongst the Settlers, or liave travelled through the districts

where the Colonists have been fixed. The existence of those ca-

himitous circumstances having been sufficiently proved, it becomes

our duty to search out and to apply the best remedy in our power.

I therefore propose, in the first part of my motion, that we should

renew and increase our exertions in behalf of the objects in whose

welfare we axe interested. This is absolutely necessary on our

part, because, upon looking to the state of our finances, I perceive,

that we possess only the balance of 723 rix dollars applicable to

their relief—a sum wholly inade(piate to afford the assistance which

is now so imperiously demanded. But I do not rest here. The

ulterior object of my motion is to call upon others to co-operate

with us in the same benevolent work ; and we cannot expect that

other persons residing in distant countries should come forward

with their money, if they see that we are idle and unconcerned.

But if our fellow-countrymen in England and other parts of the

world are informed that we are making eflPorts, and are endeavour-

ing to augment our means in proportion to the increased wants of

the sufferers, we may hope that they will be ready to assist, and

to supply the deficiency which remains, after we have exhausted

our resources. • '
'- =• '

"The Settlers may properly be divided into four classes.—l.The

heads of parties. 2. Those who have joined together and have

Iwen working upon a joint stock. 3. The agricultural servants;

and, 4. The mechanics. Of these classes of persons, the two latter

descrij)tions are alone exempted from the sufferings which have
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uflHcted the others ; and it is therefore for the jmrpose ol assisting'

the two former classes, that T call upon this meeting to adopt the

present motion. The heads of parties are those who have been

most severely afflicted, and they arc the persons who are least

likely to make their afflictions public. They have lost, nearly the

whole of their capital, and have received no return for the grain

which has been sown. Three successive failures have reduced to

penury all who depended upon the produce of the earth. Those

who have traded upon a joint stock are nearly in similar em-

barrassments. It is in favour of these persons that we are pecu-

liarly called upon for assistance. But numerous are the sufferers

of all denominations. Women who have lost their husbands

—

children deprived of their parents—what resources have these ?

" The report has brought to our notice more than one instance

of persons almost in a state of destitution, and who are literally

deprived of all means of support, except those which are afforded

by our subscriptions. We must, then, renew our efforts j we

must give all we can aflFord : and having done so, we may request

others to come forward also ; and whenever such appeal has been

made to the hearts of the English people, that appeal has seldom

been made in vain. Unworthy objects have too frequently found

means to impose on the generosity of the people of England, and

have obtained those alms which might have been better appro-

priated ; but when a case of real distress has been brought home

to the knowledge of our countrymen, few instances are recorded

in which they have refused to afford relief.

" I wish, further, to let the distress of the settlers be made

known in India. Many gentlemen from India are now resident

—or in the habit of visiting this colony. They will be enabled

to ascertain the reality of the present distress, and to afford such

information as may tend to verify our report, and to give effect to

those measures which it is our object and our wish to promote."
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Extract oja Letter reciivcd Jrom a CcntkimiH recently arrived

from the Cape of Good Hope, dated Januarij, 1 821

.

" Mr. E told lue, before I loft the Capo, that the rcjxtrt

gave hut a faint idea of the actual wretchedness of the settlers;

that many cases of extreme distress had not hecn brought forwanl,

from a feeling of delicacy towards the sulForers, many of whom

had lived in affluence previous to their arrival in the colony, and

the greatest share of distress seems to have fallen on this class."

E.vlrnct of a Letterfrom Cape Toton, dated \5th Nov. 1823.

" The distresses of the emigrants have now arrived at such a

height, that unless something effectual is done, many must starve;

nothing done by our society can bo sufficient, and we trust some

steps will be taken at home."

Extract ofanother Letter, dated 30th November.

" Relief must be given from home, or many will perish for

want. Do what you can amongst your private friends ; for I

assure you, whatever distress you may have at home, I can hardly

think such accumulated misery as some of these poor creatures

are now suffering can be equalled."

'*"
^ EMract of a Letter dated Oci. 15, 1823.

*' A residence of three years had given us sufficient proofs of

the extremes to which this country is subject : one day the ther-

mometer 84°, and the next perhaps G4°; but we were yet to

experience the full extremes of moisture, and its consequences.

From December 1820, until near a period of thirty-four months,

there never fell sufficient rain so as completely to saturate the

earth, or eveu to keep the streams ruuuiiig. On Saturday, 5th
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Octolicr, a lino pcntio rain commenced, ami continued all Monday:

the two following days we liad seasonable showers, and every

thing assumed the most delightful verdure j the late sown corn

sliot up luxuriantly, and the more forward began to fill and to

recover from the previous drought. Thursday night, however,

proved stormy, and brought heavier rain, and it appeared evident

that the eJirth had had its fill, and could contain no more ; indeed

the little depth of soil which this country i^ssesses obliges it

soon to overflow, and on Friday night we had melancholy proofs

of it; not only the streams were rolling in torrents, but the

whole country was covered with fresh ones ; my garden had suf-

fered a little, and my new embankment had given way ; my sheep

were dying in numbers ; and my corn land, which is situated very

high, had a stream running over it suincient to turn a mill. We
were glad, however, to escape so well. On Saturday it cleared

oflF, and we congratulated ourselves, that, taking every tiling into

consideration, our losses were so trivial, and we resolved to profit

by the past, convinced that ' eternal sunshine' was not to be

expected, even in this colony. On Monday the weather again

altered to a thick fog, and then rain ; and at sun-set it began to

thunder and lighten, and continued M-ith scarcely tlie least inter-

mission throughout the night awful in the extreme. The streams

were 12 feet, and in one place 140 feet broad, carrying every

thing before them
;
—one-third of my cattle kraal was carried oflT,

the embankment levelled to the ground, and the gardens and

fruit-trees washed away in various places ;—the potatoes in the

field and garden were furrowed up and washed off, and to-day,

as the torrent has abated, we find them hanging here and there

in the bushes, five feet high : in short, a more complete picture

of the effects of a deluge could not be presented. The flood was

at its height a little after nine o'clock, and the quantity of rain

which fell in the last hour was astonishing. It will now be mani-

fest to all, what are the causes of the naked rocks which intersect

the country, the deep kloofs, and the little depth and want of

fertility of the soil ; it is to these tremendous visitations which

«ash the country gradually away, that such effects can be ascribed.
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" Although I wi s prepared in some measure to expect severe

storms from conversations with older residents, yet I must own

myself thoroughly surprised at the rise and extent of such land

overflowings and inundations. To be short of water for two years

and more, and then to be suddenly inundated by such mighty

torrents, must be peculiar to this country. Yesterday, several of

my poor neighbours came to recount their losses, and entreated

me to come and inspect their situation, and advise them what to

do J
as soon as I can spare time, I shall do so. Commodore

Nourse has just caP^d; he assures me that every house in

Batiiurst had suffered more or less."

".»,''
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