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Introduction

We are pleased to present the following report on the consultation meeting
which took place on March 24, 1997, at the University' College of The Fraser
Valley. The meeting focuseci on policy issues relevant to the varlous
international peacebuilding initiatives in which Canada 1$ or may become
involved. The consultation was the first one, among the many others that have
taken place across Canada on the same subject during the Iast twelve months,
which specifically focused on the criminal justice issues that are always likeIy to
arise within such initiatives, particularly in post-conflict situations. The
consultation meeting was also different from many others in that it was designed
specifically to encourage the participation of college and university students.

The forum was organized jointly by the Department of Criminology and Criminal
Justice of the University College of The Fraser Valley (Abbotsford, B.C.) and the



many participants as it had hoped. The proceedings presented in the pages
which follow wilI allow the reader to judge of the intensîty of the discussions that
took place and of the usefulness of the suggestions that were made.

At the beginning of the meeting, student-participants were asked whether they
had ever heard, before receiving an invitation to participate in the consultative
forum, about Canada's initiatives in the context of international peacebuilding
efforts. At ieast two thirds of them answered by the negative. Many of them
nevertheless prepared themselves for the meeting and arrived with their own
suggestions and ideas for discussion. By the end of the meeting, it was probably
fair to say that ail participants had flot only developed a new appreciation for the
complexity of the issues, but had also corle to a better understanding of the
importance of Canada's efforts in this area.

The usefulness of the consultation meeting should not, however, be reduced to
its value as a means to better expiained Canada's current policies and initiatives
in 'the area of peacekeeping and peacebuiiding. Participants also arrived at a
number of conclusions and observations which may be of assistance in further
deveioping our national policies in these areas. Although participants were not,
as such, asked to formally enumerate ail of their recommendations, there were a
number of themes which emerged from the discussions around which there
seem to be a strong consensus. These were the following:



that it provides effective ways to mobilize Canadian youth for participation in
the various initiatives.

O The new standing roster of human rights experts should perhaps be
amended to include a component for young professionals with an interest in
the area, but not necessarily a whole lot of experience yet.

O Although efforts to support political democratization processes ir post-
conflict situation need to continue, greater, more systematic attention must
be paid to issues of human security and to rebuilding law enforcement and
criminal justice institutions in war-tom countries.

O Most peacebuilding initiatives are likely to require a significant, long-term,
investment on the part of participating countries. Canada cannot get involved
in every single initiative that might be undertaken by the international
community. Participants felt that Canada should make explicit the criteria it
uses, beyond that of political expediency and enlightened self-interest, for
deciding whether or not to get involved in a particular initiative.

O It is not sufficient to preach greater respect for human rights as a general
principle. In ail cases, Canada should lead by the example it sets in this area.

o There exist a large number of relevant human rights and criminal justice
international standards and rules to which peacebuilding efforts, particularly
in the area of criminal justice, should refer directly. For instance, efforts to re-
construct law enforcement and criminal justice systems should be guided
directly by existing United Nations standards.

O Public support for democracy and democratic institutions ultimately rests
upon the ability of criminal justice institutions to enforce the rule of law. The
re-building of effective criminal justice institutions should be treated as an



c Canada assistance should also focus on the establishment of effective
firearm regulation ta deal with the prof iferation of weapons in a post-conflict
situation. This problem cannot be effectively addressed by disarmament
policies atone.

Ei Canada has gathered a considerable amount of expertise in the delivery of
services to victims of crime. That expertise, although under-utilized in current
peacebuilding initiatives, is directly relevant to peacebuilding initiatives in a
post-conflict situation.

CI Canada should explore the possibility of develàping concrete approaches
to assist other countries in dealing effectively with the problems associated
with the demobilization of vounq combatants and child-soldiers. This is

and of juE



however, compfained that she had had a hard time trying ta follow the arguments
and that she had flot found the discussion paper and other materiat provided ta
her particufarly helpful.

We are grateful ta the Canadian Centre for Foreign Palicy Development, and in
particular ta its National Director, Mr. Steve Lee, as weII as ta the Department of
Foreign Affairs and International Trade for their generous support. We hope
that the experience can be repeated sametime soon. We would also f ike ta thank
ail those wha accepted ta participate as resaurce people, as weII as the
members of aur student co'ordinating committee, Miss. Monique Trépanier
(ICCLR&CJP), Mr. Jay Jones (UCFV), Ms. Clare Goleman (SFU), Mr. Obi
Okafor (UBC), Mr. Adéwalé Adeleke (UBC), and aur rapporteur-en-chef, Ms.
Pamela Smith-Gander.

- ----*. e 's.
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Welcome from Daniel Préfontaine:

*Why we are here? The importance of participatîng in shaping some of
our national policies. Some remarks about the International Centre for
Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy (ICCLR&CJP);
" The International Centre was created in 1991, when the presidents

of the University of British Columbia, Simon Fraser University arnd
the International Society for the Reform of Criminal Law (UBC, SFU
and the ISRCL) approached then Prime Minister, Kim Campbell,
and suggestecf Vancouver as an obvious choice for the
establishment of such a centre of excellence.

" Support from the BC and Ontario Law Foundations, Human Rights
Groups, as welI as from various levels of government made the
establishment of the Centre possible. In 1995, the Govemnment of
Canada and the United Nations entereci into an agreement which
finalized the officiai affiliation of the International Centre with the-
United Nations, as part of the Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Programme.

*The Centre was created in order to provide a vehicle through which
govemmental, non-govemnmental and academic cirouiDs. as well as

vels.



coordinated by the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
Development. The policy options formulated today by this group
wiII be communicated to the Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade.





Peacebuilding and Criminal Justice - Yvon Dandurand
a The government of Canada has made a commitment to, open its

foreign policy to ail Canadians. This is particularly important in the
areas of criminal justice and human rights. In the fast year, the
Government of Canada has established the Canadian Centre for
Foreign Policy Development and the John Holmes Fund to support
discussion of foreign policy issues among Canadians.

0 Today's forum was made possible by a financial contribution from the
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. There has
already been several other events held in Canada, over the fast year,
many of them dealing specifically with the subject of peacebuilding
and including a national forum in Ottawa, at the beginning of February
1997.

* However, previous consultation meetings have not tended to focus
specifically on justice related issues as they pertain to the
peaoebuilding process.

0 In 1996, Min ister Lloyd Axworthy announced a new Canadian initiative
to provide Canada with the mechanisms it requires to do a better job
as part of international peaoebuilding initiatives. Canada's peace-
building initiative, supported by the Peaoebuilding Fund, aims to
increase Canada's capacity for rapid, coordinated and flexible
responses to intra-state conflicts. Sinoe then, a Canadian stand-by
roster of human rights experts has also been created to assist with the

apparently



getting involved in related activities, there is also an evolving
concept of usecurityl, defined flot only in terms of national
security, but also in ternis of human security.

*The nature of armed conflicts has evolved over the last fiftyyears. Most confiicts in the world today tend to be intra-state"conflicts, as opposed to inter-state ones. Most of them haveimportant religious and ethnic dimensions which can onlyfurther complicate peacebuildirig initiatives. Interventions insuch situations stili involve complex issues relating to state,sovereignty and to the principle of non-intervention in the
internai affairs of a state by other states.

Why is Canada s0 concemned with other country's problems?" The world is shrinking in size and there are issues that stretch
beyond national borders.

" Firearms control is an excellent example of a problem whichhas implicationsý for countries outside of the immedjate conflict
zone. It is obviously a very important international concern,
along with the concomitant links between trafficking in illegalarms and other forms of trans-national crime.



Civilian Policing in Peacekeeping Operations - John Evans
"Grbavica, Bosnia-Herzegovina: A lock of Sudeta Mehanovic's hair was stuck to the
ceiling of her apartment. Blood was its glue. Blood in the pattern of roses also splatteredthe wall around a chair where the 65-year-old woman spent her last hours, screaming forhelp. Somebody shot her in the head at close range last Tuesday nîght after spendingseveral hours beating her to a point somewhere between life and death, andi ransacking
the place.

Horrible murders can happen in any urban area. But Mrs. Mehanovic's killing is beingseen in a larger context: as a symbol of the failure, thus far, of a UN police force and theNATO-leci peace mission in Bosnia ta provide security as Serb-held suburbs of Sarajevorevert to Serb police. NATO spokesman insisted there is nothing their formidably armedunits around Sarajevo can do ta protect people like Mrs. Mehanovic. The North AtlanticTreaty Organisation is flot a police force, the spokesmen say.

Officers from the UNj International Police Task Force, which has 41 men from eightcountries in Grbavica, say they can do littie to stop the tide of violence. They have corneta Bosnia without weapons and without a mandate ta haIt crime, only ta observe andmonitor it.

In Grbavica, the soie station for the intemnational poli ce is on a hilI nealy a mile outside oftown, and most people do not have cars. Officers there Friclay said they did flot hear Mrs.Mehanovic's screams. Nor does the station have any working telephones. Besides, thecofficers said, they do not go out at night. lt's dangerous out there, one said."

Interna tional Herald Tribune, No vember 3d 199 6

,The preceding quote illustrates the failure of the UN «Peaoekeeping" force to
be able to protect the citizenry in a post conflict situation.

,_There needs to be a re-implementation of communications, andi, more

of Lester



force to monitor.
- The mandate for CIVPOL is extremely vague and ambiguous:
*They do flot have police powers, per se;
*They are to function as monitors of the local, domestic forces;

- The problem arises when the civilian police forces are in chaos;
* To whom does the populace turn?

*The end of the cold war brought about a new level of conflict, speciflcally
intra-state and lack of control.

* Peace agreements are extrernely fragile and the international bureaucracy is

conneio
-- The qui



Discussion Group #1:
The Relevance of Human Ri-ghts and Other International
Standards to the Peacebuildinq Process

Resource Persan: Pràf. Ron Dart, Department of Political Science, UCFV
Facilitator: Obiora Oka for, Graduate Student, Faculty of Law, UBC.
Rapporteur: Randali Hyland, Student, Faculty of Law, UBC

"The round-table discussion began with a presentation by Professor Ron Dart,
entitled "Human Rights: A Brief History of a Tradition" which highlighted four
hurnan rights issues in international Iaw: philosophical-moral, legal status,
monitoring legal status, and campliance. Prafessor Dart noted the global
nature of human rights embodied in a number of covenants including the
Universal Declaration af Human Rights, and the International Bill of Human
Rights.

" Following professor Dart's presentation, Mr. Préfontaine referred ta the
Convention on Eliminatian of ail forms of Violence against Women, and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. He emphasized these recent
declarations' influence on Canadian foreign policy and C IDA's policies and



" There might also be a dark sie to Canada's influence on the policies of
other countries, particularly in the area of arms sales.

" In addition, the Canadian govemnment asks countries Iess significant to
Canada's economic interests (e.g., Nigeria) the "hard questions" on human
right abuses, while being reluctant to ask those same questions of more
important states (e.g., People's Republic of China).

" Finally, global concerns such as humin rinht-k nhi mz in fr,,rm'rn



" What gives anyone the right to impose onto others a particular view of what
is the 'right' way to go about building an effective justice system?* What right or legitimacy does anyone have to go into other countries and
dictate to them what the appropriate process of peace building [s?* Where do peacebuilding and restorative justice concepts fit in a post-conflict

scenario? Should a greater emphasis be placed on law enforcement or on
broader social development work?

* The restoration of order that is flot retributive is the goal. Retributive justice
may ,in itself, often contain the seeds of further conflict.

" Is there any way to avoid conflict?
* Summary of what the goals of restorative justice may be:

* to resolve conflict;
" to restore harmon>';
" to provide a mechanism whereby participants in the conflict might be held

publicly accountable;
" to provide a forum in which the atruthV m!ght be heard;
" te engage the involvement of those who have an investment in the

cemmunit>'.
" te provide an opportunity for some important social healing to take place." What are the practical means of promoting community involvement? Can

some Canadian éxperiences hi the field of crime prevention, or
communit>' policing net offer some useful examples?
ls it feasible te go to the cemmunit>' itself, assess its values, identif>' the
stakeholders and build on an existing willingness te build peace?* Part of the problem always is that the values held by different members of
the communit>' may often be in conflict.

" How can this be addressecj during peacebuilding efforts that are trying to
build on existing community strengths?

* How can the UN (or another externat part>') assist a country [n the



a system that is culturally relevant to the population. In many cases, a
restorative approach will be more akin to the traditional, indigenous methods
of conflict resolution of a country. These traditional methods must be bult
upon, as opposed to being negated by the importation of foreign concepts.

*The solution proposed to a country as part of a peacebuilding process must
be consistent with the legal culture andi the legal tradition- already in place.For example, in Nigeria, there is the Sharia and the Nigerian legal system.
These systems have existed in parallel.

* There are probably several ways of building a coherent, culturally sensitive,
justice system:

* Separate the warring factions entirely;
" Bring about jurisdictional agreements;
" Acknowledge and work co-operatively in areas of crossover.

* Should community development be emphasized, in peacebuilding efforts, as
opposed to economic development?

* Restoratîve justice is long term goal that must be culturally relevant and be
warited by the people for whom it is to be implemented.



Discussion Group #3:
Addressinq the Needs Of Victimns of Crime and Abuse of Power
Within the Peacebuilding Context:- Focus on Vuinerable Groups
(i.e. Women. Indigenous Peoples. ChIldren)

Resource Person: Prof. Yvon Dandurand, CrÎminology, UCFV,
Facilitator: Jay Jones, Criminology Student, UCFV
Rapporteur: Monique Trépanier, ICCLR&CJP

Participants in the workshop were welcomed by Jay Jones, facilitator for the
workshop. Professor Yvon Dandurand, resource person for the workshap, then
initiated a discussion of issues surrounding peacebuilding and victims of crime
and abuse of power, by describing who tends ta be the victims in post-conflict
situations, as weII as by nating how problematic the term peacebuldingM can be
in concrete situations. When we talk of peacebuilding, there sometimes i8 an
assumption that the task consist in re-building what used ta exist, but this is
rarely the case, as situations can rarely retumn ta what they used to be.
Professor Dandurand also briefly addressed the issue of victim compensation by
giving participants an overview of previous means to achieve this objective.
Examples such as tribunals in Argentina and Chule, truth commissions, and



*Discussion of the issue of trust and security then led to one surrounding the
reintegration of chilcl soldiers in society, and the fact that it usually takes
much more than a peace treaty to convince combatants, including these
children, to tumn in their guns. The need for a mechariism to ude..program"
child-soldiers was emphasized. A brief debate on the use of the terni

de-programing" or ure-programing" led ail to conclude that, for Iack of a
better term, the word usociaIizationN probably encapsulated best what was
meant as a means of guiding a youth away from their life as a child soldier
and the values and mentality that came with that rote. The question 0f the
urgency of taking steps to help these children reintegrate into a new fragile
civil society led fo the question of whether this could be a rote played by
peaoebuilders.



countries. It was emphasized that help is most often wanted in the form of
economic reconstruction to aid in the rebuilding of roads, bridges, and
airports. Social development has been traditionally defined as something
that occurs after economic development has taken place. The general
consensus was that state governments need to commit funds and personnel
towards addressing the issues and problems associated with child victims,
rape victims, child soldiers, etc.... as part of the peacebuilding process rather
than following the 'economic development first" model. The important -
contribution of Canadian and international non-governmental organizations
and church organizations in delivering this kind of assistance was noted.

The question of what Canadian youth could contribute to the peacebuilding
prooess, particularly with reference to rebuilding criminal justice institutions,
was then introduced. A suggestion was made-that programs could be
developed loosely based on a "training camp" or 'callege" model for young
demobilized combatants and "child-soldiers'. Several participants
emphasized once again, that this type of project would have te take place
over a fairly long period, since the «re-socialization' 'de-programingm which
must take place can only occur over a period of time. Such programs could
allow young Canadians te get involved as well as te gain experience in their
own professional fields as well as in the international development field. A
focus on helping youths from requesting countries ought, in any event, te be
an important part of any peacebuilding initiative. A focus on demobilized
young combatants may be especially appropriate since this group is Iikely to
produce many of the countries future leaders. Furthermore, by working with
youth combatants from ail sides of the conflict, the program could help foster
arnew understanding of and new respect for previeus enemies. Canadian
youth could contribute te the development of programs to assist, educate and



*General observations:

*Rebuilding criminal justice institutions is an important obj
should be included as part of the peacebuilding process.

*The socialization of child soldiers and their re-integration
important issues that should form part of peaoebuilding jr
Canadian youth, given the opportunity, are particularly w(
assist in the development of an exchange program that w
clemobilized combatants to develop leadership skills. The
have to be a long-terni one and be culturally relevant.

*The use nf mnrn P~r~ ~,mr .



Canadian youth must continue to be involved in defining their place within
Canada's peacebuilding and international development efforts.

Other issues:
*Awareness of the values we project is imperative;

* Canvass ALL levels of a community or society when assessing the
desirable system to implement.

" Be careful flot to fall into ethnocentric traps.
* ln trying to understarid and assess a particular post-conflict situation,

experience has demonstrated that the utop..downn approach is not always
the best way to gather relevant information.

e There has been a shift from the academe being the sole providers of
knowledge, to the community being providers of cultural and social
values.-

9 When the humnan rights discourse is brought into the community realm,
the community human rights btandards must be the starting point, moving
into the regional, national and then into the international realm;
E.g. what about female circumcision? At a community level it may be a

desirable practice
*The reunification of warring factions cannot be imposed.

Social and community values are not static, it is a dynamic prooess.
Trying to rationalize what are largely Eurocentric values into other
societies is where the problems often begin.
Another concemn is the power of the multinationals, many of whom appear
to be beyond the control of nation states. The role of these organizations



approach to building peace. For example, child-soidiers, whether they
appear to be deserving our help and our compassion or flot, may prove ta
be the most important strategic goal in terms preventing future conflicts
and building future leadership.

*It is the raie of any and ail of the members of the G7 ta express their concrete
and material support for regimes that are attempting ta function ini a
democratic manner.

*Young people, in Canada and elsewhere, have a raie ta play in keeping their
goviërnments and their leaders clear on their contradictions.
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International Centre for Crirninal Law Reform and
-Crirninal Justice Policy

Peacebuilding and Crimzinal Justice. Assisting Transitions from Power to Autkority
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Crininal Justice, UCFV

CiviIian Policing in Peacekeeping Operations
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Th&e >rinciPles cf Restorative Justice, Retr>ibutive Justice and other Methods cfConflict Resolution
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School of Criminology, SFU
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PEACEBUILDING AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Assisting transitions from power to authority

(Consultation Document)

Yvon Dandurand

International Centre for Criminal Law Reform
and Criniinal Justice Policy; and,

Department of Criminology,
University College of The Fraser Valley

We learn that Canada will be giving itself the tools it needs to make a more effective
contribution to the various international peacebuilding activities that the world urgently
requires. All of us will welcome today's opportunity to help shape our national policies in

as many people



is just how important is the role of the varlous social structures of authority in preventing
violence. We must focus more clearly on the fact that part of any peacebuilding process
involves restoring a destroyed or damaged authority structure as a means to advance a
collective sense of trust, confidence and security within the population. We must also
recognize that part of the challenge consists in providing a sound basis upon which the
Iegitimacy of state institutions, including the legitimacy of social control and criniinal justice
institutions, can be rebuilt.

Violence in Often Rewarded

Describing one of political violen,
iate - is obviously

and another as emancipatory or legal -
political. When we look at the world

/ements have managed to successfiilly
th social legitimacy and political
some groups ver>' well. Violence is ofien

often



groups have a territorial identity); power sharing arrangements; electoral systems that seek
reflect the plural character of the population; and cultural policies that promote harmonlous
relations'. In ail of these areas, Canada has had successfiul experiences it can share with other
countries.

Peace treaties ofien reflect an attempt to create such arrangements. Power sharing
arrangements, in which ail groups are represented in govemmient, have the advantage of
ensuring stability and of getting the parties that would otherwise be locked in conflict to
understand each other's interests and develop a system of trust ini governing the country. This
system works best when there are only a few groups of roughly comparable size. Such
arrangements often have the aclditional advantage of establishing a consensus on the
management of the instruments of violence as all parties may be represented in the key
institutions that deal with issues of security2. In fact, most agreements include provisions for
some form of general disarmament which eventuaily must be enforced with the cooperation of
ail parties.

No single policy is sufficient to address the problems of peace, social order, political stability
and participation ini ethnically plural societies. At the saine time, no ethnically plural society is
likely to avoid using policies of devolution and power sharing in the long mun, if it is to enjoy
political stability, some level of social peace and an acceptable level of social cohesion. In ail
cases, such policies will have to reflect the historical experiences and the social structures of



Ironically, in many cases of arnied conflicts, the observed violence is itself a direct resuit of the
erosion of the state's legitimacy and capacity to mediate various social struggIes. Insofar as the
formai miles of democracy lack legitimacy in the eyes of a significant segment of the
population, they wiII flot be respected.

In post-conflict situations, one is ofien confronted with a paradox: on the one hand, necessary
democratic institutions can only be properly established once the social wounds created by the
conflict have had a chance to heal, and yet, the healing cannet take place until certain
minimum conditions have been created through the establishment of these very same
institutions. The heaiing process wejust alluded to is a complex one. Michael Ignatieff asked:
"Can we sDeak of nations 'workinQ throueh' a civil war or an atrnritv th&. W2vu im think- nf



Promoting Participation and Democracy

The dynamrism of a culture of peace lies in human beings having a sense that they are, at least
partly, in control of their own destiny. They must have a sense that they have access to
meaningfiul opportunities to participate ini shaping their society. No one should feel excluded.

The building of trust amongst individuals, groups and communities, and between the state and
civil society, is a complex ind necessarily incremental process. Maintaining that trust, and thus
a modicum of social peace, through a long and arduous reconstruction process, is even harder.
Tlhere are unfortunately numerous examples of ererging democracies where public support
for democratic values is eroded and threatened by a public percéeption that the state is either
unable or unwilling to deliver on its promise to provide public safety through legitimate, fair
and yet effective law enforcement and criminal justice practices.

Values such as democracy, politicaf-inclusion and participation should clearly continue to
guide Canada's policy in the area of international peacebuilding. However, uniess they are
accompanied by a clear understanding of what concrete tasks are required as part of a
successB.xl peacebuilding process, these values could amount to littie more than a form of
ideological imperialism.

We are apparently aIl prepared to accept that some forin of electoral democracy is stifi the
best way to croate and support the legitimacy of government institutions. It presumably does
so by opening up alternative forms of commnunication, participation and conflict resolution and
thus reducing the need for any party to resort to violence. However, the task of encouraging
and assisting democratic consolidation, whether in a post-conflict situation or not, romains a
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Promoting Human Security

It should also be clear that electoral democracy, ini itself, is flot nearly enough to protect
peace. Both emerging and old democracies continue to be plagued by the problem of violence.
Democratic institutions everywhere are ofien de-legitimized and discredited as a resuit of their
apparent inablity to deliver citizen security. Human security is the other crucial dimension of
the peacebuilding process.

We ail understand the state's need to enforce rules, that these must be legitimate and in



An Agenda For Action

Countries like Canada are increasingly called upon to perform activities aimed at national
reconciliation and rebuilding, like drafting constitutions, instituting administrative and
financial reformns, strengthening domestic Iaws, enhancing judicial. structures, training
human rights officiais and helping opposition movements transformn themselves into
democratically competitive political parties.

Leaving aside, for the moment, the broader question of direct support to the înstitutional
instruments of democracy, we can perhaps now focus on the issue of providing concrete
support to the. rule of law and, in particular, on the concrete means through which local
criminal justice systems can be supported by technical assistance and other initiatives to
ensure that they themselves contribute fully to the peacebuilding process. What kind of
concrete initiatives to assist in the reconstruction of a county',s criminal justice system are
more apt to create the temporary space where peace may grow?

There is an increasing recognition that democracy and a better quality oflfife can only
flourish in a context of peace and security for ail. Crime poses a tbreat to stability and to a
safe environment. Crime prevention and criminal justice, with due regard to the
observance of human rights, is thus a direct contribution to the maintenance of peace and
security.

Afier the end of a conflict, the prompt re-establishment of a côuntry's criminal justice
system is a flindamental and urgent requirement for a fiinctioning democracy. Efforts to
re-establish a country's criminal justice system should also be considered ini tandem with
the development of other democratic institutions. Almost always in post-conflict
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unlawful objectives, it often becomes a target for destruction. In other instances, the
criminal justice system was party to the injustices which led to the violent confrontation.
In any event, the criminal justice system by its very nature is unlikely to function properly
in a conflict situation characterized by an emergency situation.

What are the elements of an intervention strategy to rebuild a criminal justice system after
a violent conflict?

O A Review of the local situation



El Provision of Technical Assistance

Practical assistance ini the reformn or re-establishment of a country's criminal justice system
would usually be clustered in the following three major areas: (1) advisory services; (2)
training; and, (3) material assistance. It is ver>' likely that assistance in ail three categories
will be required simultaneous>' in a post-conflict situation. Practical assistance should be
principle-based and conform to certain standards in order to have the maximum possible
impact. Training and the provision of material assistance should be designied in such a way
as to create a basic sustainable infrastructure and give the country the possibilit>' to
proceed on its own. It shouîd be designed to ensure a multiplier effect.

Any assistance should draw in particular on universally accepted principles, such as the
United Nations human rights and criminai justice instruments, standards and norms, while
taking into account local traditions, customs and specific needs. kt should be structured so
as to ensure that the criminai justice system can meet themn as soon as possible.

OProtection of Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power

i, mne neea or vicums or crime ana aouse or power are ver>'
ediate attention. Attending to these needs is part of the healing
.Civilians are often the main targets and victims of conflicts.

'ovide assistance both in preventing the eruption of new conflict
wing conflicts must address the issues of the protection and
redress and compensation for victims, in fact, are essential to
liation in countries ravaged by conflict. The application of the
on of Basic Principies of Justice for Yictims of Crime and
a first step. Practical instruments have now been developed to



10

how young people and young professionals could be included ini these initiatives and about
what kind of special contribution you think they can make. Another area you may also
wish to focus on is how the nature and importance of peacebuilding initiatives could be
better explained to the Canadian public. We thank you for your participation.
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PEACEBUILDING AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES:
IMPLICATIONS FOR CANADIAN FOREIGN POLICY

STUDENT CONS UTA7TON FOR UM
AJ3BOTSFORD, MARCH24, 1997

Questions for Discussions on Tbematic Issues

General Questions for All Workshops

What specific contributions écan Canadjans and Canadian institutions best inake to the

reconstruction of fair, credible and effective criminal justice institutions ini post-conflict situations?

What strengths do young Canadians bring to the task of peacebuiding, particularly in the area of
r-ebu-ildiigcriina] jiistice institùtions? -

What speciflo activities in the field of criminai justice are most relevant to the success of the
peacebuilding process?

What are the priority issues involved in rebuilding criniinal justice institutions?

Wbat risks are involved in participating in the rebuilding of social control institutions ini a

peacebuilding context?

How can the credibility of local partners be ascertained?

What lessons can be learned from our civilian poicing experience and integrated into
peacekeeping and peacebuilding operations?

What is the importance cf assisting populations te rebuild and strengthen their civilian
institutions?



A
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