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NOTICE!

The Annual Mecting of the Christian
churches on I', E, I. will be held with the
church at Croes Roads, Lot 48, commencing
Saturday, July 11th. '

Q. A. JEPFREY, Secrelary.

ANNUAL MEETING
of the Disciples of Christ of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia will be held with the church
at West Gore, Hants County, commencing
on Thursday, September 3, and continue
over Lord’s day. J. E. BARrN®ES,
Secretary.

NOTES AND NEWS.

Our readers are anxious to receive, and we
are equally anxious to issne THE CHRISTIAN
on time ; and that neither may be disappoint-
ed, we feel like asking those who send
material for any of the departments—church
news, original contributions, ete., etc.-—and
who desire to have it appear without a
month’s delay, to mail it to us by the 23rd
of each month, We shall then be able to
bring out the paper on time and our con-
tributors will not be disappoinied over the
uon-appearance of what they have sent. let
ns try to remember the date, act accordingly
aud the result will be satisfactory all around,

. The Annua! Meeting of the Disciples of
Christ in Ontario will be held this year with
the Cecil St. Church, Toronto, from Tues-
day. June 2nd, to Friday, June 5th. A
good programme has been prepared and
appears in the last number of the Canadian
Eyangelist. Here are some of the subjects
that are to be discussed : The relation and
duty of the church to missions ; Our needs
in the province, and how to meet them ; The
religious reformation—its origin and its
influence on the thought of today; Our
position on the question of Christian union ;
Our encouragements as a people.

Every week we feel like pitving those who
do not see the Ohristian FEvangelist, and
who in consequence are missing the series of

“destitute portions of the home field.

— n —
now a{)pearing in its puges from the pen of
Pro. M. B. Ryan. The articles are written

in the very best spirit, and are shori, clear,
and convincing. We hope that the Christian
Publishing Co. will bring them out in tract
form. If they do we will tell our readers
about it, and advise them to buy a good
supply for distribution among thoughtful
enquirers, 'Therapid growth of tho Disciples
of Christ and the conspicuous manner in
which they are brought to public attention
through the great International Convention
of Christian Endeavor compels an inquiry
that we should be ready to meet.

—————

We are constrained to remind those of our
subscribers who have not paid thkeir sub-
scriptions—and the matter has elipped the
mind of some for years—that money is slways
thankfully received at this office, and just
now i8 particularly desired. ‘T'he amounts
due from different subscribers is small and
could be paid without iuconvenience, but
they aggregate hundreds of dollars. Will
the reader kindly look at the address label
on this paper or on the wrapper, and if the
date shows that he is behind with his aub-
scription, we hope he will, without delay,
send the amount to T'HE CHRISTIAN, box 56,
8t. John, N. B. Prompt attention to this
request will be greatly appreciated.

In a recent number of the Christiun
Standard, Bro. Eruest Crawford, who grad-
uates this month from liethany College, has
beautifully written a most appreciative
article ou Alexander Campbell. TheDisciples
of Christ, while rightly refusing to wear the
name of this great man, and desiring to give
no occasion to the religious world for trying
to fasten it upon them. have, we think, gone
to the other extreme and too often have
failed to give him the prominence to which
his great work entitles him, Our preachers
speak freely of Luther and Wesley, but
Campbell was a man worthy to stand beside
them, and some day his work will be generally
recognized and cheerfully acknowledged.
Let us not withhold from him his due.

Our brethren in the United States are
eatering heartily into the endeavor to push
home missions to the front, and it is thought
that the churches will respond in such large
numbers aud with such generous offerings,
that the old indebtedness will be wiped out,
and the taking up of new and necessary work
made possible. An earnest effort is being
made to enlist every church in this great
enterprise of sounding out the gospel in ti{)re

e
hope that our churches, if they have not
already done 8o, will claim their right to
asgist, and send a liberal sum to B. L. Smith,
Y. M. C. A, Building, Cincinnati, Ohio.

We direct attention to the notice in an-
other column concerning the Association of
the P. K, Island churches which meets on
Saturday evening, July 11th, with the church
at Cross Roads, Lot 48. We have not been
informed whether any preachers from abroad
are expected to be present; but we know

articles on the ¢ Characteristics of Disciples ”Lr that the home forces are fully competent to

conduct an interesting and profitable meet-
ing. Bro. Cooke will be 8 new man at the
gathoring, and it is possible that by that
date Montague wili have a man in the fleld.
It is expected that at this meeting the
question of the three Maritime provinces
combining in Home Mission work will be
introduced ; also the subject of & general
meeting for the three provinces. )

Bro. A, McLean in his tour around the
world in the interest of Foreign Missions
has been to Japan, China, India, Australia,
and by this date he iz probably with our
persocuted brethren in Armenia. From that
afllicted country he goes to Denmark and
thence to England, where he will probably
remain several weeks among oar churches,
He is expected to reach America about the
middle of July. The churches that he will
vot be atle to interest in missions to the
heathen, whon he tells them the story of
what he has seen and heard, will probably
be hopeless cuses. His letters which have
been appearing from week to week in the
Christian Standard, Ohkristian Evangelist
and others of our papers, havejbeen interest-
ing and instructive.

We think that s good meeting with an
established church ought to pay its own
expenses, provided a collcction is taken at
each service for that purpose. During the
meeting recently held at Danbury, Conn.,
the expenses were met by free will offerings
and a balance of 8138.92 remained after all
expenses were paid. The meseting, besides
adding to the numbers of the church thas
ﬁut a good sum into the treasury. There

ave been many such instances. The Dan-
bury church, seeing the willingness of the
people to give to the Lord, has decided to
abandon suppers and such other objectionable
ways of raising money. The best way to
give is to give directly. He who pays for
his supper does not give that amount to the
Lord. He receives a quid pro quo.

Nothing can successfully take the place of
the old gospel as a saving power. One
reason why jyoung men not yet through
college. and others who have just graduated,
meet with sucn success in turning sinners to
the Lord is to be found in the fact that they
preach first principles to the exclusion of
almost everything else. “They can tell the
old, old story better than anything eclse.
Sometimes they have little else to tell. But
after a time they begin to regard it as a
story that they have told with wearying
frequency, and they throw it aside to take
up the questions of the day, with the result
that they see fewer persons accepting Christ
in a year, than they before saw coming in
one week. Success is not dependent upon
the youth or age of the preacher, but upon
whether he preaches the gospel or something
else. So too we may often explain the
success that often attends the early months
or gears of a minister’s labors with a charen,
and the diminishing success with the in-
creasing years of his atay. 't is not a
question of long or short pastorates, but of
preaching the gospel or nlmost discarding it.

~



Aews of the Chureches.

St Joun, N. L,
COBURG STREKT.

Lord's day services: Preaching 11 a.m: Lord's
Supper 12 m.: Sunday school 2 30 p.m.; Preach-
ing 7 pm. Week-night services: Young People's
Meeting, Tuesday evening at 8; Prayer and Social
Mecting, Thursday cvening at 8.

As our churches are incorporated by the provinee
of New Brunswick, we huve to elect our trustecs
on the 2nd Tuesday in May.

The 8t. John churches met on that date and
elected trustees as follows:

Coburg Strect—Jas. E Barnes, J. J. Christie,
W. A. Barnes, G F. Burnes, Jas Prince, J. J.
Johnston, Jas. Emery. I, R. Morton, J. Beamish.

Main Straect—J. W. Barnes, J. Currie, D, A.

* Morrison, Robt Roberts, F. Biddiscome, J. Leary
and J. 8 Flaglor.

The church at Silver Falls clected the following
trustees:—T. Garnett, £ Shellington, H Shelling-
ton, J, Arthurs, D. Garnett, D. A. Morrison, ()
B. Stockford, J. S. Fiaglor, W. A. Barnes,

L. R. Morton and IHerbert Ellis were elected
deacons in Coburg Street Church.

The following is the yenr's accounts of both
churches:

Coburg Street, Expenses............,. 81,400 00

“ o * Sunday School, 150 00

¢ ¢ Ilome Missions..... ... 641 00
¢ “  Foreign ..., 192 00
Main Street, Expenses (including 8. §), 445 00
o ‘“ ForLand ............... 218 00

¢ ‘  Home Missions.......... 19 00
‘e ¢  Foreign *“ . ........ 10 00
Total.......... 42075 00

. S——
The following shows by whom this lnrge sum
for missionary work was raised:

HOME MISSIONS, FOREIGN MISNIONS.

Womans® Aid . .8327 00 .......... ..... &29 90
Bunday School, 64 96 ........ ...... 97 48
Mission Baund, 60 94 ...
Children's Band, ............... 11 72
Church........ 41 50 ...l 31 50
Individuals.... 3800 .............. 61 55
C. E. Society, 2900 ...... ......
Main Street...., 1000 .............. 19 00
Total....§560 40 ..............8202 63

This is a most excellent showing, and compares
favorably with churches of larger membership and
greater wealth,

Every one will be glsd to koow that Brother
Stewart was engaged for another year, We could
not part with him, and we bope he will be spared
many years to leaud us in every good word and
work

During his five years here, about 200 have been
added to the church Two churches have been
organized from our membership,

The writer of these notes has endeavored to give
the names of brethren passing through or visiting
St. Jobn,

Sometimes names are omitted becnuse the writer
did not know them We ure always giad to have
our visiting friends come to our mectings, especi-
ally if they give usa word of cheer, besides it
shows their interest in the good cause, 1f a man’s
heart is in a prayer meeting his body will be there
also, if possible,

We have seen visitors stay in our meetings until
they just bad timeto get to the train to leave here,
and we have known them to come from train or
boat without their supper, because they did not
want to miss the meeting  Then we have known
others who spent one, two or three days here and
never came oear us  Perhaps they had good
reagsons for it. However, come and we will he
glad to sec you

At the Aunual Meeting of the Mission Band, the
following oflicers were clected: J. S. Flaglor,
President; Miss L Hoyt, Vice-President:; Miss
Mabel Boyne, Secretary and Treasurer, As will be
seen by above report, this Band contributed a
goodly sum for Home Missions,

Brother Stewart spent four days at Keswick this
month and baptized two converts, Brother Ryan
was here on the 4th and 10th.

THE CHRIS TIAN.

which was held in the Germain street church,
Our socicties were well represented; 10 from Silver
Falls, 15 from Main Strect and 50 from Coburg
Street.  Rev. G. O Gates led the meeting, which
was one of the best yet held by the Union, There
are now twenty-nine societies in the Umon, with
about £,000 members  Rev. G. 0. Gates was
clected President and J 8 Flaglor, Sceretary, for
the ensuing year

Bro. O. B. Stockford has decided to practice
law in St. Jobn, Tlis will give us another good
worker.

Sister Camreington and her son Charles, of Hali-
fax, arrived bere on the 17th, from Bermuda,
where they had spent four months for the benefit
of hig health. It was a blessing to visit them, for
although he is an invalid, by bis bappy look and
cheerful conversation, he made us feel the ‘nflu-
ence of a hopeful soul, which gave us a fecling of
joy and gladness

Mrs, and Miss Thomas have removed to New
York, and Miss Rae Currie has gone to Boston.
We will miss them very much, as Sister Currie had
charge of the large infant class in the Main Street
church.

MAIN S8TREET.

Lord's day services: Sunday school 9 30am :
Preaching 11 a m.; Lord s Supper 12 m : Preach-
g 7pm.  Week night services: Bible class on
Wednesday at 7 p.m.: Prayer meeting, Wedoces-
day at 8 p m,

The work wmoves on very well indeed. Brother
Stevenson’s c¢vening sermous have lLeen on the
heroes of the Bible. So far, be has told of Moses
Noah, Joseph, Joshua and Gideon. As usual
with all city churches, the attendance has fallen
off some. We are glad to know that contributions
are keeping up.

Some of the young men got up a fine concert on
the 8th, which was well attended; they cleared
£20, which will go towards the building fund,

So far, $253 00 has been received for this fund,
and about $200.00 more promised.

We are waiting to hear from our sister churches
who feel like helping us in the good work

On the eveping of the sccond Lord’s day in May,
after our regular collection was taken up, Brother
Stevenson maae an appeal for the Armenian suf-
ferers, and we got $10 00 for these persccutcd
people.  They are suffering for their faith in
Christ and we rejoice in being able to minister to
them even in a slight degree,

DEgr Isuanp, N, B.

There is nothing of special interest to report in
the work here.  The regular meetings have been
held throughout the month at both Lord’s Cove
and Leonardville, and the interest has been good
I spent the second and third Lord's days and the
week intervening, with the little band of Disciples
in Pictou, N. 8, preaching, in all, ten sermons.
The audiences were fair most of the time Our
plea is comparatively new in that town, and im-
miediate results are hardly to be Jooked for The
work there needs a man to give his whole time to
it to Luild itup We have a most devoted and
faithful band of brethren and sisters there, who
arc ready and willing to render any service in
their power to build the work up. We have also

an excellent place to meet, in the hall which has
been provided by the gencrosity of Bro David
Fullerton. It is rarely that we can undertuke a
new werk in so important a center as Pictou, with
0 good a nucleus and so sufficient an equipment,
It wou!d seem a great mistake to neglect the op-
portunity thus presented to establish our work in
northern Nova Scotia. It 18 to be hoped a compe-
tent man can be secured without delay, to enter
that ficld. This was my first visit to that part of
my pative province, and was a very pleasant ove
indeed. I trust sometime to be able to renew the
pleasant acquaintances made, and to help on in
the good work of establishing the primitive faith
in that important town,
M. B. Rvan.

Burtr's CornEr, N. B.
The writer visited the church at this place dur-

|

He attended the Church may be judged from the fact that several
yearly meeting of the local union Y, P. 8. C. E,, bad been led to know the Lord, and were waiting

ing the first week in May, and remained there three
days. e was pleased to sec the harmony that
prevails, and the earnestness that is maunifested in
the work of the Lord, The faithfulness of the

June, 1869.

for an opportunity to be baptized into Ilis death.
The Church sowed the sced, the preacher entered
into their labors and both rejoiced together, This
shows that a church that is too small to support a
preacher can nevertheless do a good work in win-
ning souls; but such churches too often fail to
make the attempt.

The Chureh 1s putting up 2 commodious mecting
house in a central place, and hope to have 1t com-
pleted this fail,  They have given liberally of their
time und labor, and are trying to put up the build-
ing as cheaply as is compatible with thorough
workmanship and desirable attractiveness. The
membership of the church is small and not rich,
and after they bave done all that they can, they
will need about 8300 to complete the house Is it
too much to ask the brethren and sisters in N. B,
N. 8 and . E 1 to aid this young and worthy
church in its undertaking? We think not; and
hence urge upon the Disciples of Christ in
these provivces to send what they can, that they
may fulfl] the law of Christ, in helping to bear
this burden, Any amount will be thankfully re-
ccived and judiciously expended. 8end your gifts
to the elder, George 1. Boone, Burtt’s Coraer,
York Co, N. B, and with them send your
prayers

When the house is completed the church wants
to have some one who can sparc the time, go up
and hold a meeting with them, The outlook 18
splendid for a good ingathering. The people are
intelligent and give thoughtful attention to the
preaching of the word, and secm to be impressed
by the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. This is
a promising tield and it should not be neglected.

H. W. STEWART.

HavLtrax, N. 8.

At Bro. Blenus' last regular appointment at
Elmsdale three made the good confession and were
baptized the following morning, At this plce
regular meetings are held for Bible study.

In the absence of Bro. Harding, Bro. Carson
addressed the church in Newport at their regular
meeting, May 24th.

Bro. Bleous preached on Lord's day, May 17th,
to the inmates of Rock Head prisnn. At the
close, two women wished to take a pledge to live
a better life.

The church bere has lost one of its promising
young members by death, Bro. Charlic Carring-
ton passed away on the morning of the 24th,

Our youog brother, Albert Verge, is slowly re-
covering from a severe iliness.

Four united with the church by letter during the
mouth of May.

Bro and Sister Alonzo Wallace, Sister Weir
of Shubenacadie, and Sister Alberta McPhee of
West Gore, have worshipped with us during the
month.

The members of the church informally visited
the pastor, Bro Blenus, at his home on May 12th
and presented him with a purse. Sister Blenus
was presented with a handsomely arranged bonquet
of flowers, A very pleasant evening was spent
after the presentation, A, B. WaLrack.

Westrorr, N. S,

It is said that **man proposes but God dis-
poses.” When the churches at Westport and
Tiverton invited me to come and pay them a visit,
I came with the iotention of remaining a few
weeks, then returning to visit the brethren once
more at Brackton, Mass., but the grip made me a
prisoner and, the church also imprisoning me, I
was elected to stay

l am slowly reguining my strength and hope
soon to be able to work actively in the Lord’s
vineyard.

My special thanks arc due to Bro. and Sister
Hicks, and the muny others who administered to
me in my sickness and prayed for my iecovery.
May the Lord bless them.

At Westport, the work is moving along nicely.
On Sunday evening, May 17, one soul confessed
faith in Jesus Christ, and will be baptized as sonn
as { am strong enough,

The Christian Endeavor Society will soon be re-
organized, and other w :k is being planned.

I speut the fourth S8unday in May in Tiverton,
Here I found a noble band of Chriatian workers.
Tho services wers well attended, and secemed to be
enjoyed by all. ‘We hope to seec much good done
here in the future.

R



June, 1896,

The parsonage at Westvort will be oecupicd as
goon as the pastor’s household goods arrive,
Annic Porter, of Westporr, s still quite sick,
but is improving  She was one of the converts
in the meetings held by Bro. Ford, last winter,
J. W, Bourox.

Summensiog, P. E. L

I have recently visited the good Urethren at
Tignish,  Although the season is one of the
busiest of farm life, the brethren found time to
attend to the Lord’s business, We met together
several times, and I am sure if the people enjoyed
the meetings as did the preacher, there will be no
need for complaining., Much sickness prevails,
but we trust it is not of s serious nature. I had
the pleasure of sceing most of the brethren and
enjoying their good cheer I spent scveral days at
the home of our good Sister Benjamin Haywood
Though her health has been poor for some time,
we arc glad to say she is better, and was able to
attend church. I also spent scveral days at the
home of Bro. Silus Rayner. Bro Rayner 18 one
of the most extensive farmers of the west end, and
a man of God as well, and a friend to God’s child-
ren. The poor that come to his door are not turn.
ed away emﬁty. Sister R. hus not very good
health, yet she was to all the meetings but one.
Gud bless the noble littlo band of workers at this

oint.

P The Bummerside church is preparicg to observe
children’s day in aid of foreign missions., We
anticipate a joyous time, as it is in the bands of
those who can make it a success,

H. E Cooke,

CHARLOTTETOWN, P, E. I.

No doubt the brethren and friends, fur and
pear, will be glad to kpow that we have at Jast
succeeded in paying off the debt on our church
property—ten bundred and forty-six dollars. The
one who undertook to raise tho money had many
discouragements, but trusting in the Lord Jesus
Christ for strength, he persevered, and now has
the satisfaction of knowing that we are free from
debt  We will now be in a better position to do
more cfficient work for the Master in this city
than ever before .

Our Endeavor Bociety hcld a very suncessful
social at the residence of Bro. L. Harris, a short
time ago, Al scemed to enjoy themselves
thoroughly. Coffee and cake werc served during
the evening  Before leaving, a vote of thanks was
tendered Bro. and Sister Harris for their kind
hospitality, which was suitably responded to by
Bro. Harris. Our socicty has contributed five dol-
Jars to the work of home missions, and a sister
Endeavorer collected three dollars, making cight
dollars in all. At our last business meeting one
active and one aesociatec member joined our ranks

The Golden Link Mission Band also held a very
enjoyable social at the home of Mrs. E, McGregor.
Recitations, music and refreshments, were the
order of the evening. Aflter singing our closing
song, Mrs. McGregor reccived the thanks of the
children for the pleasant cvening they bad spent.
Four new members have joined our band within
the past mouth. ML 8

Gorrespondense,

WEST GORE LETTER.

——

My last letter was written from Boston.
After writing that letter I remained about
ono week longer in Boston. I had the plea-
sure of again meeting with the church in
Swampscott, and also with the church in
Somerville. I am fully convioced, as a result
of my short visit to Massachusetts that our
work in these provinces will compare very
favorably with the work in New KEngland.

On my way home I stopped off at St. John
and bad a very pleasant visit with some of
the brethren there. I enjoyed the hospitali-
ty of Bro. James E. Barnes and family., I
had the pleasure of attending mestings in

both Coburg and Main Strest churches, and
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found them both well attended and interest-
ing. Ouve thing I hked. It was this:
Kverywhere I went the brethren spoke highly
of their preachers, Bros. Stewart and Steven-
son. I like to hear people speak well of
their preachers.

The Main Street church hopes to build a
house sometime in the near future. They
are looking for a lot and soliciting funds for
the erection of a building. I wonld suggest
that the collections at our Annual be handed
to the building committce. St. Jobn has
been a strong support to the work in these
provitces. Let us show our appreciation in
a substantial manner.

I have often thought that there was not
suflicient interest taken 1n the circulation of
our literature. Not long since I was talking
to & man who would hke to devote his time
to travelling with the books put eut by our
brethren. He is a man worthy of the con-
fidence of the churches. Would not this be
gomething to think about at our Aunual ?

The anuual Hants County meeting will be
held with the church in Newport, beginning
Saturday, July 4th, and continuing until
Monday, July Gih. A good prugramme is
being made ready and a good meeting will be
the reanlt 'The good people of Newport
will do «ll they can to eutertsin the visitors.
A collection for home missions will be taken
up.
On Monday, May 18th, [ left my home for
Kompt, Queens County. I drove to Bro,
David Stevens’, Newport, for dinner. [

then took my way for Lunenburg Couaty.
As the shades of night closed around mo I
began to wouder where I would spend the
night. I could not see a house, nothing but
forest. A racoon ran out on a limb of & tree
over my head and visions of bears, wolves,
wild cate, etc., rose befors me. A good
brother once promised me a double burrelled
gun, and I thought if the bears killed and
eat me that he would be sorcy he had not
given it to me. At lust I cume to a house
and found a bed for the night, they called
the place New Ross.

Next duy I resumed my journey and at
night found myeelf nicely housed with Bro.
Duvid McPherson snd family, at North
Brookficld, Queens County, having driven
over one hundred miles in two daye, over the
worst roads I ever saw. Next day I urrived
in Kempt and soon found myself at home
with Bro. and Sister Cushing at whose hos-
pitable home I am now writing this letter.
1 will tell you more about my visit to Kempt
next time I write.

Are you coming to the Aunnual at West
Gore ? W. H. Hagrbing.

MALN STREET CHURCH BUILDING
FUND.

———

Collected by J. W. Baracs, .... §90 00
. “J 8 Flaglor. .... 30 00
" -¢ Miss Nina Whelpley, 80 00
b ¢ ¢« Allie Purvis, £0 00
s ¢ Chas. Beers, 18 00
“ ‘¢ Wm. Armstrong,.. 15 00
“ ¢ J. McCutcheon, 13 00
o ¢ Miss M. Belyen, 10 00
o ¢ Mrs D. A. Morrison, 10 00
“ “ Mr D A Morrison, 725

Total, .... co.. 820538 25
J. 8. FLAGLOR,
May 28, 1896.

Treasurer.

Previously ncknowledged, .. .. ... 81,770 82
Sister E. Woodworth, Windsor, N. S, .. 65 00
Bro. Edward Smith, Halifax, N. S.,.... 370
Bro. }i C. Ford, Cornwallis, N. 8,,.... 125

... 81,780 77
CARSON,
Z'reasurer.

Total, ..
Henny
Halifax, . S., May 26, 1396,

WHAT A BOY ACCOMPLISHED.

A boy who attends one of our Sunday-
schoole want out in the country the past
summer to spend his vacation—a visit he
had long looked forward to with pleasure.
He went out to help the men harvest. Oue
of the men was an 1nveterate sweurer., The
boy, baving stood it as long as he could,
said to the man :

“ Well, I guess I will go home to-morrow.”

The swe rer, who had taken a great lik-
ing to hin,, said :

1 thought you were going to stay all
summer?”’

“J was,” said the boy, ““but 1 can’t stay
where anybody swears so; one of us must
go, 80 I will leave.”

“[f you will stay I won’t swear;” and
he kept his word.

Boys, take a bold stand for the right;
throw your influcnce on the side of Christ,
and you will sow seed the harvest of which
you will reap both in this world and that
which is to come,

Warried,

Munrorn-Best.—In St. Johu, on May 18, 189, by
Henry W, Stewart, Williamn Munford and Minnie Best,
both of St John, N

Died.

Tirus —The infant child of Bro and Sister Howard
Titus died at their home in Westport, May 13, aged
five months. The services were conducted by the pastor
assisted by Mr. Pineo, pastor of the Baptist church,—
J. W. Bortox.

CoussanooM.—At Tiverton, N. 8., May 4th, Allano,
only child of Bro, and Sister Fred Coseaboom, aged two
months.—H. A, Drvok.

Hixes.~At Gulliver’'s Cove, N, 8., May 21at, Jearie,
youngest child of Bro. and Sister J, 8 R nes, aged one
vear and ten months. Jesus said, ¢ Where your treasure
is there will your heart be also.,” May these dear
treasures now safe with Chriat be the means of constantly
drawing the hiearts of the bereaved parents nearer to
Himself, till at lust they meet their loved one inglory.—
H D

. A D.

STEWART.—At her home and the home of her son,
Bro. Jason A. Stewart, Red Point, Lot 46, P. E, L,
April 27, 1896, Sister Grace, relict of the late Bro,
Aﬁzx:mder Stewart, after an illness of only four days,
passed out of the earth-life, at the age of 67 years, an(i
a‘ter b widowhaod of aver 34 years, leaving one son, two
duughters, three brothers and four sisters, besides a large
circle of other relatives and friends to mourn the loss of
one who was ever dearly beloved in the home and church,
and very highly esteemed in the community whers she
resided. In very early life (nearlg fifty years ago) Sister
3. united with the Church of Christ at South Lake,
baving given her life into the keeping of him who gave
his life far her ; and during her long pilgrimage, she was
ever faithful in her endeavor to follow him in his self.
sacrificing example and spotless life. How well she
succeeded in having perfect luve and trust, our heavenly
Father knows. (e thing we know, however, her
death was mowned by the people of all classes and
creeds in the community where her life was spent ; and
one who knew Ler during umnY years and to life’s close‘,
suid, * She died as she had lived, trustingin Jesva.”
Deacon Scott, of the Baptist church, conducted the
funeral services, A large proceesion following her re-
majns was all that was left for respect and love to do.
The sad rites being ended mother earth having received
her own, the grave having closed in from niortal view
the fonn of the loved ome, the people dispérsed and
wont their ways to their several homesin sadness, but
also in hope that it will be hetter by-snd-bye, when sin
and its consequences are aboulished, when all sbadows
are remo\hed, and the mists have forever clearel away.
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S8T. JOHN. N, B,

EDITORIAL.

THUE THORN IN THE FLESH.

Although our desire to know what was
Paul’a thorn in the flesh may be as great as
his was for its removal, we must, like him,
remain ungratified. No man on earth can
tell what that thorn was, and the different
opinions men hold about it are better kept
to themselves than told, for no matter how
carefully such things are expressed as only
opinions which are always liable to Le wrong,
others will catch them up and defend them
a8 facts, thue causing useless debate and
strife.

But although the thorn itself must remain
a secret, the hole subject affords useful
instruction. It was something sgent to the
apostle 8o neceussary for his good and for the
glory of God, that it could not be taken
from him though he earnestly prayed that it
might. When & new system, good or bad,
is presented to men, in proportion to the
fuvorable interest they feel in it will be their
admiration of the author or the one from
whom they receive it. Thisadmiration often
riges to au idolatrous regard.

When God was opening to = lost world
his system of salvation, and Jesus was enter-
ing upon his public work, he spoke from
heaven and said, * Thou arc my beloved Son
in whom 1 am well pleased.” It is when lost
sinners believe with all their heart and con-
fess with their mouth what God announced
oun that occasion, they enter into that system
and are saved, and what would be idolatrous
offering to others God expects men to render
to his beloved Soun, the author and finisher
of the system.

Io the first part of his letter to the
Corinthians, we sce what trouble the apostle
had with them on this meatter. One had
received the gospel from Paul, another bad
received it from Apollos. There was some-
thing in Peter's manner and address which
sent the gospel home to the heart of another.
So far this was right, and will be right to
the end of time. But their mistake was
glorying in men. One said, I am of Paul.
He ie the man for me. Another would
contend as earnestly for Apollos, and se on.
Paul wanted them to see the carnality of all
such diyisions, and that these diiferent men
who bad nower to reach different minds with
the same gospel, had these gifts from Christ
and were only his gervants. Christ and not
Paul was crucilled for them and they were
baptized in his name, not in Paul’s.

By the time Paul wrote his second letter,
the Corinthiaus had fallen into still greater
error. It was in good men they had gloried
at first, but now it was in false teachers who
sought t¢ corrupt their minds from the
simplicity that is in Christ, and of course to
turn them against the apostle. So that the
man who ought to be commended by them

?

! as their spiritual father was by them driven
Lto the painful task of defending his apostle-
I'ship and even his Christian character.

In his defence he showed them that he
stood the superior cf his accusers in every
respect—that he was not ¢ven a whit behind
the chief apostle. They could not deny that
they had seen in him all the signs, both
moral and miraculous, of an apostle except
that he had not tuken of them a just support
but had bLurdened other churciies to serve
them. 1lis opponents, who took their
money, had to admit that Paul took nothing
from them, bot they charged him with deceit
intending after he had gotten them under
control to flecco them well, to which he
ironically refers in chap. xii. 16 and goes on
to prove it false.

They next accuse the apostle of glorying
in himself,which charge he most emphatically
denied. If he gloried in anything in himeelf
it was in his infirmitics, in his weakness, in
reproaches for Christ, beceuse in these Christ
was magnified.

This led him to speak of visions and
rovelations of the Lord. Ile said he knew
a man in Christ fourteen years before, but
whether this man was in or out of the body
God only kusew. Such a man was caught
up into the third heaven and heard words
which a man was not allowed to utter. He
thus speaks of himself and of the abundant
revelations he bad received in Paradise,
giving him more knowledge than other men
so that if dispesed to glory somewhat it
would not appear irrational beasting. But
he was prevented from glorying or being
exalted above measure through this abundant
revelation by a thorn in the flesh, the mes-
senger of Satan to buffet him.

We here learn that the best of men are
Liable tv be exalted above nieasure by abund-
ant favor, and also that Satan is always
watcling at such times to precipitate their
disagreeable fall. To prevent these in his
noble servant the Lord permitted this thorn
and allowed the arch-enemy to grievously
insult the man he could not destroy.

Theapostle neither feared nor shunned the
bitterest persecution, but was ready to die for
the naume of the Lord Jesus. Butif this
thorn was some infirmity which he thought
would obstruct his labors for Christ, we can
see why he so carnestly prayed for its removal.

But was the agostle’s prayer auswered ac-
cording to the many great and precious pro-
mises of the Word of God?! It certainly
was.. The very thing asked for was withheld
but more than he could ask or think was
granted. Often we know not what we should
pray for as we ought, but God is wiser and
better to us than we can think, and gives us
better than we ask. A father refuses a be-
loved child a sword to play with, but gives
bim a cane instead. Tkis may not please
the child at the time, but vvhen he has put
away childish thoughts he admires the wisdom
of his loving father.

God’s children may anxiously pray for

things they are not sure it is his will to
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grant. In these things their prayers should
be hypoihetical. In things they know to be
his will they should be earnest and confident.
¢« And this is the confidence that we have in
him that if we ask anything according to his
will he heareth us: and if we know that he
hears us whatsoever we ugk, we know that
we have the petitions that we desired of him.”
(1 John v. 14, 15). When the great Redeem-
er prayed that the cup might pass from him,
he added, *if it be possible.” When he
prayed for the pardon of his murderers, this
wus not necessary, e knew that his Father
would spare them though he spared not his
own Sou.

God will grant the petitions of those who
carnestly pray for more of his Holy Spirit;
and those who sow unto the Spirit, though
the season may appear long and unfavorable,
ghall most surely reap the promised harvest,
and no faithful laborer in the Lord’s fiold
need be discouraged. His prayer may not be
answered in his way or at his time, but in
due season he will reap if he faint not.

To show the superiority of Christ’s answer
to Paul’s petition we will consider both.
Paul pleads to get clear of this enemy; Christ
angwers, I can strengthen you to endure and
overcome it, and I will give you the sutisfac-
tion of a victor instead of the feelings and
reputation of a coward. I will not take from
you the thing which was sent in wercy to
prevent your exaltation and fall, but want
you to be in sympathy with the wise and kind
arrangement of your Saviour. In order that
you may advance my cause, you want to have
all your old strength back again and stand
exactly where you stood before you felt the
thorn. But I want you to feel your own
weakness so that yonu may receive my all-
sufficient grace and stand far higher than
you have ever done, endued with my strength
which is made perfect in weakness,

Paul had fourteen years to consider the
matter, and now instead of oune regret that
the thorn had not been removed, ho glories
in that weakness. He might at first have
chafed over it or resolved in stolid determin-

ation to endure it alone; but he took it to -

the Lord in prayer who explained it to him
with a sympathy and encouragement which
turned what ho had thought a curse into one
of his sweetest blessings.

Original Goutributions.

THF UNIQUENESS OF JESUS.

M. B, RYAN.

Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey
bim,~Mark iv, 41,

The question was asked with reference to
a single event in the life of Jesus; but it can
be iegitimately asked with a wider sphere in
view. If to quell the storm with a word, so
that the wind subsided and the waves were
still, was a unique thing to do, it was but
characteristic of all that pertains to Jesua,
While it is easy to number him among men

as to his earthly sojourn and experiences, -

it. is impossible to olassify him with them as
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to his person and mission ¢ Who then is
this?” 18 the question which will involuntarily
rise to our Lips as we study Jesus; and it will
not rest unless adequately answercd.

Jesus was unique in—

1. ilis PersoNALITY.

He wus the child of an humble home; the
citizen of an obscure aud proverbislly degra-
ded city; the countryman of a uarrow and
bigoted race ; the contemporary of the most
debagsing things in human history. He was
s dweller in bumblo life, a Jaborer unlearned
in the wisdom of the schools, untravelled,
and untaugbt. There was nothing in his
personsl surroundings to make him great.
His opportunities cannot account for him
being greater than his contemporaries; much
less for him surpassing all great men in every
age. This obscure citizen of a despised
community soon impressed men with a
remarkable personality. He roused the popu-
lace from one end of the land to the other.
Galilee, Judea, Jerusulem, Idumea, beyond
Jordan, Tyre atd Sidon, * hearing what
great things bhe did came unto him.” And
when he tled from the city to the desert to
get needed rest, multitudes flocked out of all
the cities on foot travelling mile upon mile
to be near him and to hear him,

So astonishing wuas the impression of his
persobality that men were puzzled to account
for it. IHis friends suid he had gone mad ;
his enemies, that he had a devil ; Herod, that
he was John the Buptist risen from the dead.
The whole nation was aroused, and learped
doctors and reverend leaders combined to
suppress and silence him, without avail. He
rose and towered above toem all. He put
them to confusion when they tried to entrap
him. He drove them to the alternative of
admitting bis superiority, or of resorting to
desperate mcasures to circumvent and sup-
press him.

Jesus took issue with his age. And while
his personal success seetns small, his person-
ality stands out in colossal proportions,
against the back-ground of his age and
country.

II. His Arus.

L. Theestablishment of the Kingdom of God.
Others have aspired to establish kingdoms
over men. Jesus aimed to establish a king-
dom <n men, 'The reign of God in the
human heart, is his object. He wishes to
subdue men and rule over them that he may
bless them. And his scepire is love. No
other conqueror or king ever aimed at such
a thing as this, or acted from such a motive.

2. The universal extension of this king-
dom.

Jdesus contemplated the world in all he dil
or sgaid. He assumed that his gospel would
be preached in all the world. He gave direc-
tions ‘or the universal propagation of his
cause. He planned a universal revolution in
human thought and action. He laid the axe
at the root of every tree of evil in human
society, foredoowing it to destruction. He
determined the downfall of the high things
of the world, and the exaltation of the

)

things that were abased. 1lle wounld carry
this revolution to the uttermost parts of the
earth, In these high purposes he was with-
out a predecessor, a8 he has been without a
successor His aims are peculiar to himself.

111, His METHODS,

Ho did not seek the favor of the rich or
the great. His companions and trusted dis-
ciples were all among tne poor and humble.
He did not use force. He adopted love as
his conquering power. He entrusted his
teachings and the work of proclaiming them
to men who, by ordinary standards, were
ignorant, and who hud neither prestige nor
power among their fellowmen. 1e wrote
nothing, systematised uothing, organized
nothing, while on earth. Ile simply lived,
teught, wrought, for three years in the pre-
gence of'a dozen Gulilean fishermen, and
before an unsympathetic world, and died a
martyr to his high ideals and his inflexible
purposes. That was all.  And upon this, as
far as human judgment goes, he depended
for the perpetuity of his cause. There never
was g0 great an nndertaking left by its pro-
jector with such & slight provision for its
execution. Never were such apparently in-
adequato means adopted for such moment-
ous onds,

IV. His INFLUENCE.

1. 1t began in its true proportions after Lis
death. When he died his following wus
small. In a short time thousands had
acknowledged him as Lord. In a few years

he had profoundly affected his na.ive land,
and made startling conquests in the hesthen
world. In a few generations the whole
civilized world had felt his power.

2. It has extended fo the present. Multi-
tudes now love Jesus, serve him, would die
for bim. This is 8 unique spectacle. No
other hero has ever been able to persorally
attract men after he passed away from the
world. No man is willing now to die for
Alexander the Great, Nupoleon Bonaparte,
or George Washington. But thousands
would die for Jesus. He alone of all the
great leaders of history has held his sway
over tho hearts of men.

3. Itiscver deepening and widening. Other
leaders lose their grip on the world as time
pasges. Jesus enlarges and intensifies his.
There never were so many people 80 much
under the influence of Jesus as at present.
Aund his sway is widening with successive
suns, and deepening with the passing seasone.
In this growing power over the hearts of men
and in the affairs of human eociety, Jesus has
no equal, nor is there any at all like him.

“ Who then is this,” that stands out sy
absolutely alone in his personality, his aims,
hic methods, and hisinfluence? We have no
example of such things among wmenkind.
We cannot therefore classify him among men.
He stands by himself among men but separ-
ate from them; in this world, but so differ.
ent from thie world that we instinctively
believe him when he says, ‘I am not of this
werld.” And when the question presses for
an answer, we see the only satisfactory solu-
tion of the problem to be that other state-
ment of his, “1 am from above.” This ex-
plains it all. Io Jesus wo have heaven
brought down into human society. Hence
the wonders which dluster about his person
and work., The winds and waves obey their
Master, and the world of mankind acknow-

ledges its Maker and Lord.
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THE ATTRACTION OF CALVARY.

T. H. BLKNUS.

Iv.

It is love that in all ages and lands has
freighted the name mother, with all that is
sacred and tender, noble and pure; and it is
this that has lifted the name of Jesus above
every name, that st this name every kpee
should bow and every tongue confess that
Christ is the Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. ‘This, I take it, is the secret of the
attractive power of Jesus. He reveals to me
the fuct that God loves me, If it thrills me
to kuow that I am the object of a creature’s
love, what must be the emotion when I
awake to the fact that the infinite God stoops
to love and yearns to embracamo ? Can you
wonder if, while memory is true to her trust,
and the human heart cupable of a sensation,
the thought of that hour quickens and fires
the soul as if by a divine afflatus ? Can you
wonder if the soul be well mgh beside itself
with joy, when it feels itself encircled by
the divine arms, and from sin and ruin it
emerges into the divine likeness ?

Thia attraction increases as the evidences
of the intensity of this love are maltiplied.
Love is a discerner. It may not creuato ; its
oftice is to revzal. The world is now-made to
the Christian. Providence has a new mean-
ing to the child of God. Nature is written
all over, in every etone and brooklet. mead
and mountain, with the evidences of a
Father’s love. Earth is 8 mansion fitted up
and garnished for his children by a Father's
hand. Through countless ages, before which
the imagination staggers, God was preparing
the earth for the habitation of man ; -earing
its mountains, spreading its plaine, mixing
the gases for its air and water, threading its
rocks with silver, sowing its sands with gold,
and, forsceing the coming frosts, storing
away in exhaustless plenty concentrated sun-
light and heat as fuel for the ages. Behold
1ts garnitare of clouds, its enamel of flowers,
Huark to the music of its birds. Behold
creution at the Christian’s feet, and for his
use, See, too, how every providence pro-
claims his love. The world’s history, its
joys and sorrows, its trials and triumphs,
successes and failures, all come with their
instruction and warning, and conspire to )ift
mo to the pinnacle of the world’s glory aud
power. Science reveals to me the mysteries
of natnre, but between the lines I read the
gsentence: “My Father loves me.” Philosophy
may explain to me the laws of matter and of
mind, bnt behind them I see my Futher's
plans for the world’s goverament, and the
mind’s anfolding. History may tell me of
the rise and fall of nations, but amid it all [
seo the Father's finger pointing me to the
only pathway of prosperity aud power, Bat
this truth finds its culmination and highest
exemplification in the cross. Love ﬁmﬁa its
climax of power in thé degree of its manifes-
tation, But how shall I write of that which
defies description ? Who can portray the
passing of the infinite to the finite — the
stooping of God to man—the act by which
the creator comes between the creature and
his sing, and lifts the sinuer out of his sins
into the joy and blessedness of a new and
holy life—the act by which God hecomes
man to save man—the Jove so fathomless
that it led the Father to give his only begot-
ten Son thut whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life
—that construined Jesus, the brightness of
the Futher’s glory and the express image of
his person, to lay aside the glory he had
with the Father before the worlds were; to

stoop to vur vileness, to bear our burden, and
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to share onr sorrows ; to descend to tho low- ! that has ity centre in the cross of Christ.  If
est nnd weukest, and worst of onr kind 5 to' those worlds had broken away from the
shame the barlot into chastity, and to Lift ! central orb, and with fearful velocity hal
the thief into generons nobleness.  The love | gone erashing through space, wreekihg ull of
that made him a b m less wanderer in the ' hife and beanty that lay along their destructive

world of his own crestion, that he might
lead tho homeless and hopeless back to his
Father's hiouse j the lave that led him us u
lamb to the slaughter ; that, when he was
nailed to the cross, brenth d a prayer for s

persecutors ; the Jove that seized the cross

us o leverago of the world’s uplifiing, that
mounted 1t as a throne of power and from
its summit of agony shouted, **Iv is finished,”
tondying world. ‘T'his ia beyond description.
Behold st once the shume and glory of the
crogs ! Behold how love trunsmutes the
cross into a throne of power, aud the crown
of thorns into an aurcole of glory whose
flashing splendors send light und life and
hope and happmess and hesven itself Lo the
remotest verge of eurth, und to tho lust
remuant of its ship-wrecked iribes,

Can we wonder thuy the cross becomes an
evangcel in ull Jands and an attraction to all
hearts? Can we wonder that men lifted by
it into newness of life exclaim, “ God foroid
that I should glory save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ?” I have seen thesun
looking down upon the stugnant pool and
litting the putrid waters towurd itself that
they might comebuck in blessings on the lund
aund pearls on the gea; but here I see the 8un of
R ghteousness from the crosson Culvary, lift-
g the hearts of & blighted and ruined race
to himself, that he may sond them forth in
his own 1mage, at once the evidences of his
power and the demonstration of his love, I
huve scen the early spring coaxing the dried
roots s#nd tiny seeds of earth, uatil, obedient
to his voice, they come furth to robe the earth
with vernal splendors, und to scatter o'er
lonely hesth and rocky wild tho sweet frag-
rauce of & thousand flowers. And the old
oak, bleak znd bare by winter’s blast, also
heard the summons, and from tiny rootlet to
farthest twig, along every avenue the life
current has leaped and dunced, until every
filore was animate with Life and every
branch was crowned with summer glory,
But here 18 a wmightier marvel. Men, dead
in trespasses und sins, are drawn by this new
power of the croes outl of the charnel house
of vice, and every fibre of their being becomes
instinct with Dhfe. ‘Lhe entire manhood
grows radiant with every virtue, and aglow
with every splendor that flishes in undying
;us}:re from saint and seraph in the plains of
ight,

I now pass to notice the power of this
attractton. We have seen the power of at-
traction in matter. It binds worlds into
syetems and whirls them 1n unvarying har-
mony about their ceotral sun. But the sun
itself hus a centro, and is flying through
space with an incredible velveity, dragging
with it the planets and worlds that compnse
the system. Other suns and systems ure
swung by the sume power. Somewhere
there must be « common centre—a world so
vast that it seizvs everyatom, and world, and
sun, and systew in the universe, biuds them
all to itself, and preserves the harmony of
the whole without 4 jar through the centuries.
‘This power is beyond our computation. ‘I'he
mind wanders across the 1lhimitable fields of
space usul it is lost and bewildered by the
rush of countless worlds. The imagination
attempts to explore and fathom the starry
depths, but it comes back on weary wing
with the astonished cry, * Lo, these are but
the purts of his ways, but what a whisper of
s word is heard of him, but the thunder of
his power who can understand.” And yet,
this is but a feeble illustration of that power

.

})mths. and, 1f then that central world had
| resched down across the vast abysses, and
Pseizing thoge wandering counstellations, had
! ticd them to itself, and restored the harmony
| of the universe, then there had been sotne
analogy, but even then the analogy had been
imcomplete.  T'hat binds matter, this binds
souls; every one of whom is perverse, re
helltous, depraved 5 every one of whom s
opposed 1o God  ITe hus not only broken
away from the true soul centre, God, but he
hus formed for himself a new centre, selfish,
sinful, degraded. About this centre twine
eviry affection and power of the soul. T'o
thig new deity bows cvery attribute of the
being in abject submission.  How wonderful
the power that untwines the soul’s tendrils
from the sensuous and sinful, and hifts them
to clusp the cross with its rugzedness and
shame—that turns back the flood of our
depraved nature and buds the stream of our
desires and yearnings ilow upward to its
God—that hfts the will, the ally and slave
of sin, to be, amid tausls, temptations, per-
secutions, death, the unchanging champion
of truth and right. We weansuro force by
the nature of the resistance it overcrmes,
Muke this the test

“THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY.”

., MURRAY,

At the conclusion of the twelfth chupter
of Paul’s tirst letter to the Corinthians, he
promised to show ‘“a more excellent way.”
‘This, as shown in the thirteenth chapter, is
charity or love. They were so divided by
their parties and contentions that their
unity was destroyed, which was an evidence
of their luck of love to God and man, with-
out which their gifts and graces were as
ureless and worthless as the tinkling cymbal.
This excellent way is, therefore, the all-im-
portant, essentiul way. No other way can
avail us any conceivable good without love.
This love is a broader, larger principle than
is generally conveyed by our idea of love.
‘The apostle is seeking to lead the mind into
this true and larger view.

Christ in his question to Petor, ¢* Lovest
thou me,” us d the verb «¢gpao ; while Peter
in his reply used the verb *phileo.” (John
xxi. 15). Although both these words are
translated love, yet the one the Saviour uses
comprehends infinitely more than phileo,
und ulways implies acting. Peter's concep-
tion of love was no greater than “phileo,” a
friendship, a fellow-feeling, affinity or affec-
tion, that which is common and natural, and
that which all have for those who are near
and dear to them. A love of the kind which
is scen in the beasts of the fields and thz
birds of the air.

Wath this view of love, it is hard to nnder-
etand how it can be possible to love our
enemies, how we can have the same affection
for those who are not our own, as we can for
our own. In the sense of “philes,” we
cannot. It was in this sense that Christ
]ovgd _Jobu more than the other apostles.
This is the kind of love that the Saviour
said was not greater or better than the
publican’s. (Matt, v. 46),

We greatly fear that far too many get no

bigher in their view of love than ‘‘phileo,”

June, 1896.

e e —mmem e m e e e e e

and satisly their own cousciences in the
thought that to love the ualovely and those
who hate us 18 impossible.  DBui when we
seo the larger love, this benevolent disposition
toward our fellow men, growing out of
sincere and fervent devotion to God, a living
active principle, then we can sce how it is
the * more excellent way,” and that all other

races without it are worthless, This love
18 all supreme and ever abiding. It acts
from God us its anthor, and for him as its
master, and /o him as its end.” Thig love
is of God, for God is love,

Huaving the love of God we love the world
ae naturally as we breathe. We breathe be-
cunse we have hife. We love others because
wo love God, or the Divine nature.  We love
because it is our nature to love, and not
because of the nature of thut which we love.
Gud loves the world not because the world
was lovely but because God is love. Our
loving others is not because of their virtue
or goodness, but becanse of our own good-
negs, the nature of the Divine one in our
own soul. Wesce how it is not only possible
to love our enemies, but impossible not to
love them when wo have the love of God
dwelling in us.

5?12“:;1?

SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS.

The May Forwm containsan article on the
question: ¢ Is the Power of Christianity
Waning >—No!” by H. N. Carroll, in
which he makes this gratifying reference to
the marvelous growth of the Disciples.
After a table of the comparative numerical
increase of the different denominations, he
has this to say concerning us:

“The most remarkable instanceof growth in
the five years is that of the Disciples of Christ.
This denomination, which is particularly
strong in Ohio, Indiuna, Illinois, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Missouri and Texas, was so little
known to tne rest of the country when Mr,
Garfield became president, that it was for
yoars thereafter spoken of as the denomina-
tion to which President Gurfield belonged.
It is in spirit, doctrine, and practice not
unlike the regular Baptists, {rom which
denomination the Campbells and many
others withdrew when the Disciples of Christ
came into existence in the early part of the
present century. It wis organized as a
movement “ to restore the lost unity of
beliovers and so of the Church of Christ by
a retarn in doctrine, ordinance and hfe to
the religion definitely outlined in the New
Testament. It has no human creed, taking

the Bible as its rule of faith and practice.
Like the Baptists, the Disciples hold to
immersion as the proper mode of baptism,
and to the baptism of believers only. Unhke
the Baptists, they baptize for the remission
of sins, and celebrate the Lord’s Supper
every Sunday. It is not easy to arrive
definitely at the secret of 1ts growth, although
the fact of the growth is clear enough. In
1880 1t reported 350,000 members ; in fifteen
years, thercfore, it has considerably more
than doubled itself. The increase is at the
rute of nearly 164 per cent. Their own idea
of the secret of their success is because their
plea is for Christian upity, their basis a
Scriptaral union basis, their zeal in evaugeh«
zation, and their-plan, direct preaching.”

.
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The changed attitude of the press towm-ds! the Bible, finding the sacred velume where

our movement 18 & matter for thankfluiness.
Only = little time has passed since magazines
of theliterary dignity and culture ot the Forum
ignored us and the paitisan religious press,
almost without exception, mentioned us only
for purpose of ridicule and misrepresenta-
tion. Our own papers were compelled to
devote much of their space to the correction
of these migrepresentatiors, and to poiating
out the unfuirness with which we were
treated by the rehigious and sometimes the
secular press of the country. But nothing
succeeds ke success. Progress compels
attention, commaunds respect, and secures
toleration, if not admiration, in theend, It
is the oft-repeated lesson of history. All
reformatory movements, however meritorious
and needful, are compolled to fight their way
into recognition, geuerally along the line of
Isaac’s four wells, mentioned in the book of
Genesis—*¢ Esek, Sitnah, Rehobath, Sheba ¥
—atrife, hatred, room, covenant, ‘T'he first
sttempt to snuff out the new movement by
contempluous silence i3 succeeded by the
period of strife, debate, controversy—when
the guardians of existing orthodoxy fiercely
comubat its principles an:d oppose its progress.
The storm of controversy gradually deepens
into a sullen cloud of embittered prejudice
and hatred - vhe inevitable oulcomo of con-
tention. But the advocates of reformition
and hberty, nothing daunted by the bitter-
ness of opposition, move out and dig another
well—Repoboth—room.  \When the tenacity
of their grinciples has besn demoustrated,
and their right to live established by success
aond incrensing influence, the opposing host,
all at once, assume the attitude of friendli-
ness, hoist a flag of truce, and graciously
allow them “room” to live and thrive.
Whben the unpopular movement reaches this
stage, sud begius to tauke on extensive pro-
portions and powerful dimensions, the
periods of hostility and toleration are super-
cceded by the ‘‘covenant” of peace, unquahfied
recognition—water from the well of **Sheba”
—admission to the charmed circle of ortho-
doxv and respectability. The Disciples in
the United States passed some tumne ago into
the third of these steps, and it appears since
the elevation of one of their prominent
members to the chief magistrucy of the
nation, and the unparalleled growth of the
lust few years, that their old autagonists who
atrove aud hated, and at last tolerated, are
now ready to make, and have made, a ‘‘cov-
enant ” of lasting fraternity, fellowship and
orthodox equality. Many thanks for the
favor! Let us drink the health of orthodoxy
from the well of Sheba.

It is gratifying to observe that journalists,
political, literary and religious—except a few
belated partisan sheets In the south and
west—are vieing with each other in a gener-
ous rivalry to give an unprejudiced represen-
tation of what the Disciples are believing,
teaching and doing. It is to be regretted
that Mr. Carroll did not give his own ex-
planation of our ¢ remarkable growth.” It
18 doubtful, however, 1f he could, as a phiio-
sophical historian of religion, have given any
other solution of the problem than the one
we ourselves are in the habit of giving.
Success is no proof of infaullibility, but 1t
does prove an element of power somewhere
in the movement that succeeds, aud there is
no religious power without trath. ]

1. The displacement of human creeds by
the Word of God has been one of the most
conspicuous elements of our success. This
country, seventy-ﬁve yoars ago, was 88 creed
ridden as Europe was priest ridden. Dogma
was king, and reigned over the churches in
place of Obrist. Mr. Oampbell rediscovered

1t had been Jost in an out-of-the-way corner
in the dilapidated temple of Roman tradition-
iem and Protestant sectarvianism.  Iis inter-
pretation restored the book to its original
unity, coherency, authorityand intelligibihity.
It beeame a new book in the hands of preach-
er and people. In no department of Mr.
Cumpbell’s service to the church did he do
a more important work than in the impeach-
ment and dethronement of human creeas,
and in none has the religious werld so
quickly and so generally followed him. The
intense Biblicalness of this movement has
been one of the potent factors of its marvel-
ous growth., After rationalism, criticism,
and worldliness have dono their worst, the
people reverence the hook, and the incessant
appeals to its authority and teaching have
been brought home to mind and conscience
with telling effect.

2. The preaching of a positive, simple and
intelligible gospel, free fromn admixture with
mysticism, rationslism and theologic specu-
lutione, has been another elemeut of great
power. Qur preaching has generally been
characterized by simplicity, definiteness,
piainness, directness, positiveness, a close
conformity to Seriptural models, and what
John Wesley called *“ 4 blessed dogmatism.”
Our preachint has not been apelogetic and
huzy, but positive, definite and straightfor-
ward. Our method of evangelization in cal-
ling men to immediate decision, to instant
and absolute surrender to Jesus Christ as
Lord of all, the tangible assurance of forgive-
ness in an set of obedience, is unquestionably
upostolie, and therefore & powerful element
of success in converting men, Our *‘ zeal in
evangelization " arises from conviction of its
manifest seripturalness, and the fact of its
amazing success in practice. '

3. The Christo-centric force in our evan-
gelism has been, and is now, more than ever
118 greatest, because its divinest secret. The
victorious element in this plea is its New
Testament Christology. Ite peculiar achieve-
ment i history will bo the restoration to the
church of its original, Curistic, apostolic,
primitive crecd truth thst Jesns Christ is the
Son of UGod, the only subject of preaching,
and the ooly object of the faith preached. If
the gospel 18 truth mixed with personality,
us Puillips Brooks declured, the personal
preaching of a personal Saviour in order to
pergonal faith anp personal obediince to him
a8 Lord and Christ, us the Way, the T'ruth,
and the Life—surely the intelligent convic-
tion and proclamation of this funduments)
truth is a new and mighty force in the world
for the salvation of men. This truth de
thrones the dogma, the sacramont, the liturgy,
the creed, and the priest manipulator of them,
aud enthrones the Christ in their place.

4, The plea for unity, the indictmeut of
gectarisniam, the attempt to restore the unity,
liberty and catholicity of the New Testament
church has certainly been a feature that con-
tributed materially to the success of our
work. It is obviously Scriptural, rational
and necessary to the fulfillment of the
church’s misgion that all the denominations
ure fulling into line in its advocacy and the
Disciples no longer hold it as a pecularity of
of thair movement. This element of the
ples has not only blest and rendered us fruit.-
ful, but has shed its beneficent influence
upon the great minds and churches of the
whole Christian world,

5. In general, the great elements of re-
ligious snccesr are optimism, enthusiasm and
dogmatism. 'I'here is something in human
pature that instantly gives way in front of
the optimistic enthusinstic dogmatist. Br-
roneous enthusiasm will make more converts

a

than truth-possessing philosophy witetut
heat.  ‘I'he optimistic dogmatist who expects
to win and entertains not the shadow of a
doubt about the truth of his position, is
more puissant than all the forces you can
bring against him. Wo have had our full
share of truth, because we have had the
gospel of Christ in its uncorrupted simplicity,
and along with this we have been enthusiastic
in preaching, optimistic in sur expectation
of victory, and dogmatic in the presentation
of the certainties. These are the forces that
make for success ; let us hold on to them,—
J. J. H. in Christian Evangelist.

Howme Wission Rotes

Do not neglect the May collection. 1f you
have not attended to it take it up in June;
it will be acceptable and will do much good.

We are glud that the churches on Deer
Island let Bro. Ryan away so that he could
hold a short meeting at Pictou. e had &
good hearing there, and the brethren are
much encournged. Bio. Ryan urged us to
get & preacuer to take up the woik there at
once. We have invited Bro., R. E. Stevens
to go there and put the work in order, so
thut it may have a chance to grow. Bro.
Stevens needs no introduction to our provin-
cial brethren; and he will bave the good
wishes and prayers of all for a snccessfal
campaign in Pictou, The brethren in Picton
paid Bro. Ryan for his time, and he paid his
own travelling expenses, so that the meeting
has not cost the Board a cent. We will be
pleased to conduct several meetings on the
same plan, .

We rejuice to know that Bro. Blenus is
being blessed in his work at Halifax and
Elmaadale. :

We have made arrangements with Bro,
Devoe to visit Gulliver’s Cove monthly until
the anaual.

We have pledger #25.00 to assist the work
at Letete this summer.

We are trying to got some preaching done
at Silver Falls and Garnett in St. John
County. We have a good hall at the latter
place, and u faithful brother there who con-
ducts a good Sunday-school. )

Bro. Shaw, though far away, shows his
interest 1n the work here.

How about your apportionment? Please
give all you can this month, as next month
we will show how much each church was
asked for, and how much each has paid since
the anoual. We hopo every church will
make a good showing. )

We appeal for larger receipts. We cannot
accomphish much without the money to sap-
port our faithful preachers. If you waut to
be a shurer in spreading the gospel in these
provinces, why send us a liberal subscription.
Individually we may be small and weak, but
collectively we are great and strong.

RECEIPTS.
Previously acknowledged, (corrected).... $588 82
Halifax—per T H. Blenus, (April) .... 2600
Upper Rawdon —perW, H Harding (March) 4 00
8t. John—Mission Band, . e 4 b6
do M 2 00
Leonardville —per W. Kay, .... . 100
Letete—Flder W. Murray, .. . cees 100
Burtt's Corner—per H. W. 8tewart, .... 2 25
Southville—per 8. Steele. .. . ceee 126
do. per Elder H. A, Devoe, .... 1 00
South Range — do. do. .... 1 60
do. H. A. Devoe, cens 100
Walout, Il , U, 8, W, F, Shaw, .... 5 00
Westport, J, A. Moore, .... cene 50
$038 37

Post Ofice, 8t. John.
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Sorefgn  Rlissions,

Maritime C. W 5. M.

Erpeet great things from God,
Attempt great things for God,

BORETARY’S LETTER.

DrAR Si~rers,—-We have another letter
from Sister Rioch this month, telling us
about the opening of the Charity School 1n
which we are all interested.

The annual mceting of the churches of
Ontario opens on the sccond of June, The
reports and greetings from Maritime C. W, B
M. have been sent in,

We were very sorry to have to report a fall-
ing off in our receipts during the yvear

Dear sisters, this should not be. We had
haped for and expected a steady gain, as the
interest in our missionary work deepened.

Let us hope and let us pray that none may
lose heart or become luke-warm in this canse,
but remembering ‘¢ whose we are and whom
wo serve ” may we go forward, for the buttle
is the Lord’s. This is his work. Let us
then ‘“be of good courage,” and work more
faithfully than ever before, that at our
snnual meeting in September we may rejoice
in seeing that our work is not going buck-
ward, but forward, and accomphishing much
for Christ. Mus. J. S FLagLor,

Secretary,

Fron Tnr Lanp or Tue Risina Suw,

2 Kubo Machi, Otsuka,
Koishi Kawa Ku,
Tokio, Japan, April 13, 1896,

To the O. and Maritime Provinces, C. W.
B.M.:

DEAR S1sTERS, —It is about time you were
hearing from Japan.

On the 7th of March the opening of the
newly completed school took place. The
rooms were decorated with Japanese, Ameri-
can and British flags, and huge bouquets of
plum bloescms. Most of the missionaries in
our part of the city and the school children’s
parents, besides a few interested friends,
were invited, and they nearly all came to
rejoice with us,

We had a few specches of course—some
from the Japanese und others frem the
missionaries. A congratulatory address by
the head boy, and songs and recitations by
the children completed the programme, after
which the guests crowded around with con-
gratulations to Furukawa Sun (an old teacher
of mine who had Jooked after the building
of the school), Kato San (my Bible woman),
and myself.

We returned home with grateful and happy
hearts for all God had done for us to help us
extend his work in this part of the city.

Since we have had the new building the
attendauce has increased very much. Have
found it necessnry to have an assistant
texcher. ‘I'ne Sunday-school, too, has taken
on new life, and now we have sixty and over
every Lord’s day.

But you wili wish to know the plan of the

THE CHRISTIAN.

is attached, there are two school-rooms,
separated by wooden sliding doors that may
be tuken out if desired.

One room has a board floor, with benches
and desks a little hke the rude ones they
used to have in the first school-houses in
Canada. The other room is covered with
the three inch thick straw mats that floors
are furnished with here. In thisroom we have
the lowest clarses.  ‘T'he childron sit on their
heels and have low desks in front o* them.
This room is also used for sewing classes and
women’s meetings. Lspecinlly for the lutter
is this room neccesary. ‘I'he women heing
used to git on the floor do not enjoy sitting
on benches. They get so tired, and feel out
of pluce too. It iz not an uncommon thing
to see women in the railroad train, after
sitting on the seats for abouat ten minutes,
stip off their wooden shoes, stand up on the
seat and equat on their heels with & sigh of
comfort and satisfuction—something like the
sigh I give when, after sitting on my heels
for more than an hour, I get a chance to
stand or take a seat.

Last Friday was the day for yearly closing
exumination. The sliding doors were taken
out, making the two rooms into one. T'he
parents, of whom a large number came, sat
in the matted room, while the children were
crowded three and four on a bench in the
other room.

After singing and prayer and recitation of
the 103rd Psalm by the children, the certi-
ficates and prizes were given out. After a
ghort talk to the children, praising them for
their efforts of the pust year nnd encouraging
them to greater efforts for the coming year,
they were dismissed, to resume work again
the following Monday.

Last night, one of the biggest earthquukes
of the season shook ns up considerably, so
much so that wost of us feel the effects of it
on our nerves to-day. Huve heard of no
damage resulting from it.

Dear sisters, may this letter find yon all
well, and not forgetful to pray for the work
here, and

Yours, very lovingly,
Mary M. Riocw.

RECELIPTS.
Previously acknowledged, .. 8185 68
Tiverton, Ladies’ Aid, e ceen 3 00
Cornwallis, Ladies’ Aid, 870
St. John, Ladiea’ Aid, 1%
s Sunday-school, 6 00
1 -

Main Street church,. . 5 00
Pomeroy, R. Jackson, . 100

Total, cee. 8206 13

CHILDREN'S WORK,

Previously acknowledged, e o 85417
Halifax, * O Gio San” Band ... 2 25
Charlottetown, Golden Link Band, 2 00
St. John, Wideawake Band, . ... 110

Total, .... . $59 62

Susik B. Fowrn, Tressurer.
164 North Street,
Hulifax, N. 8.

nm—

‘“ God’s angels drop, like grains of gold,
Our duties midst life's shining sands,
And from them, one by one, we mold
Our own bright crown with patient hands,
From dust and druss we gather them ;
We toil and stoop for love's sweet sake,
To find ench worthy act a gem

In glory’s kingly diadem, -

school. Besides the caretaker’s room, which

Which we may daily richer make.”
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of

AGENTS POB

MRS, PETER CHING, Little flarhonr, P. E, L
Lots 46 and 47,

MRS O. M. PACKARD, 353 West 57th Street, N.Y

W. R. McEWE?I, Milton, N. 8.

JAS. W, KENNEDY, Sonthport, P. E, 1.

MAJOR LINKLETTER, Summerside, I. 13, 1.

ROBT. DEWAR, New Porth, P. K. 1.

W. W, BOVYEL, Charlottetown, P, E. L.

J. F. BAKER, North Jake, P. E. L.

PETER A. DEKWAT, Montagne, ', E. 1.

KENDRICK OUTHOUSL, Tiverton & ¥reeport, N.§

GEORGE KOWERS, Wostport, N, 8.

D. ¥. LAMBERT, Lord’s Cove, Deer Island, N, B,

GEORGE LEONARD, Leonatdville, Deer Island, N. B

FORESTER MoFPHEE, Weat Gore, Hants Co., N. 8

JOHN W, WALLACE, Shubenacadie, “ o

ISRALEL C, CUSHING, Kempt, N. 8.

W..J. MESSERVEY, Halifax, N. S.

More names will be added as they are appointed

“ Nothing Like Leather.”

3, 4, CHRISTIE & G0,
73 Germain Street, St. John, N B,

IMPORTERS AND DEALERS OF

French Calf Skins,

FRENCH FRONTS AND KID SKINS
English Fitted Uppers, English Kip,
SOLE LEATHER, UPPER LEATHER, LINING SKINS
And oll kinds of KIT and FINDINGS usually kept
in a fully stocked business. Wholesale and Retail,
¥~ 0rders Bolicited and Carefully attanded to

MONT. McDONALD
Barrister & Attorney-at-Law.,

OFFICE :
BARNHILL'S BUILDING, PRINCZSS STREET
SAINT JOHN, N, B

LEONARD BROTHERS

WHOLESALE FISH DEALERS,

ST. JONN, NEW BRUNSWICK,

BRANCH £99 COMMISSIONEXS 8T, MONTREAL,
Packers of Boneless and Prepared Fish,

Pure Boneless Cod, Finnan Haddies, and Scaled Her-
eings, are our leading lJines Dry and Green Cod; also
Frozen Fish in Seuson.

C. H, LEONARD,
St, John, N, B,

W. F. LEONARD,
Montreal,

The Best of Everything

- ]8 What we want,

This is why we discard two other aystems of shorthand
for the Isaac Pitman Syetem. Thisis the System which
won for its author the honor of knighthvod from Queen
Victoria. The only system thought worthy of notice in
the Encyclopaedia Britannioa. It is the fastest and best
in existence, and is probably used by more people than
all other systems combined, Used wherever the English
languaye is spoken, Used by students, clerks, reporters,
editors, clergymen, and all classes of intelligent men and
women, Catalogue free,

Students may entor at any time.

8. KERR & SON,
St. John Business College,

0Odd Fellows’ Hall, St. John, N. B.




