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$3INERAL CONFEREXCE OF THE EVAN-
GELICAL ALLIANCE OF THE DOMIN-
10N OF CANADA.

We invite the attenticn of our read-
ers and of our fellow-Christians genc-
rally to the fact that the first General
Conference of this truly Evangelieal
organization, will be opened at Mon-
treal, on Thursday, October 1st. This,
we venture to think, will be among
the largest and most popular of Chris-
tian gatherings that have ever assem-
bled within the Dominion of Canada.
Members of the different Evangelical
Denominations will come together for
the purposc of discussing Christian
themes, such, especially, as bear upon
the present condition of (hristendom,
as well as for mutnal counsel, fellow-
ship and prayer. The Conference will
continuc until Wednesday, October
7th, and will, it is thought, attract to
Montreal from three to four thousand
Christians, Canadian, American and
British.

Though the pro%rammc of proceed-
ings is not yet published, we arein a
position to furnish to our readers the
following particulars:—The opening
meeting of the Conference will be held
in the American Presbyterian Church

-on Thursday evening, at half-past
seven. At this meeting the Delegates
from a distance will be formally wel-
comed to Montreal by the Committee
of Arrangements. The head-quarters
of the Conference will be the spacious
aud elegant rooms of the Young Men’s
Christian Association, at the corner of
Craig Streot and Victoria Square. The
Conference will ordinarily convene in
the St, Andrew’s Church. The eoven-
ing meetings will, for the most part,
be held in the Wesleyan Church, St.

James Strect. On the Lord’s Day, the
walpits of the various Protestant

hurches will be occupied by clerical
members of the Conference. In the
afternoon of the Sabbath, children’s
meetings will be held; while at an
hour not to interfere with these ser-
vices, a General Communion service
will be held in St. Paul’s Church. The
subjects discussed at this Conference
will be such as relate to the present
condition of the Church and the world
under the several aspects of Protest-
antism and Sacerdoialism, of Christian
faith and Christian aabelief], of Chris-
tianity in its relation to the faets of
scienee, of the spheres and methods of
Christian work, of the need and source
of Religious Revival, of Christian mis-
sions as prosccuted amongst Pagans,
Mahomedans and Jews, &e., &c. Each
subject will be opened by some distin-
guished member of the Conference,
(who will come prepared for this work,)
and then discussed by the members
generally.

The Rev. Donald Fraser, D.D., of
London, Eng., formerly pastor of Cote
Street Free Church, the Rev. President
Porter of Yale College ; the Rev. Philip
Schaff, D.D., the distingnished German
and Biblical scholar; the Rev. Presi-
dent McCosh; the Rev. Wm. Adams,
D.D,, of New York; the Rev. Georgo
M. Grant, of Halifax; the Rev. J. M.
Gibson, of Chicago; the Rev. John
Potts, of Toronto; are a few only of
the eminent men from a distance who
are expected to take public part in the
procoedings. Of clergymen and laymen
in Montreal, we may mention, among
others, the Very Rev. Dean of Mon-
treal, Principuls Dawson & McVicar,
Professors Murray & Campbell, tho
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Reverends John Jenkine, D.D., and
Charles Chapman, who will contribute
to the interest of the Conference by
furnishing papers on various importsnt
subjects. Buring the week, meetings
will be held severally in German and
French, for the benefit of Christian
brethren and friends speaking these
languages, who may happen to be in
Montreal at the time.

With such a programme who can
doubt that by God’s blessing Christian
intelligence in the Dominion will be
enlarged, Christian zeal quickened,
Christian unity promoted, the love of
the brethren strengthened and deep-
ened ? Who can doubt that, in answer
to the prayers of Christ’s servants
then assembled, large blessings from
the Holy Ghost will descend upon the
city in which they meet, and the
country for whose benefit this Canadian
branch of the Alliance shall have been
formed.

The Committee of Arrangements
have secured from the Grand Trunk
Railway the privilege of travelling to
and from Montreal, during the meet-
ing of the Conference, for one fare.
Ag that will be needed to ensure this
benefit will be the presentation of a
Conference Ticket at any Grand Trunk
station. The ticket is issued at a dol-
lar, and will admit the holder of it free
to all meetings of the Conference dur-
ing the week.

o shall be happy to procure for
our friends who may desire them,
packets of tickets, to the extent of five,
cn, fifteem or twenty, on their trans-
mitting the amount in a registered
letter. Application should be made
early, for the number of tickets is
necessarily limited.

On general matters relating to the
Conference, we are sure that the Rev.
Gavie Lang, the indefatigable secre-
t_m;i, will be glad to be corresponded
Wi [

—

. Awxcwore, oF Mx. Moopy.—Soon after he
built Minois Street Mission, in Chicago, the
Trish Catholie bo%:’got into the habit of stoning
the windows. MNoody went to sce the Catholic
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Bishop Duggan about it. The bishop spoke-
admiringly ot Mr. Moody's zeal, but regretted
that he was not a burning light in the holy
mother Church. ‘*Perhaps I am wrong,” said
the latter; ‘I hope you will pray for me bishop,
that if wrong, I way be led into truth.” The
bighop promised, but Moody dropped on his
kunces, and insisted on having the prayer on the
spot. Bishop Duggan knelt and prayed for bim,
after which Moody as fervently prayed for the
bishop. The bishopalwaysafterward expressed
esteem for Mr. Moody, and there were no more
stones thrown

THE UNION.

ACTION OF THE OTHER NEGOTIATING
CHURCHES.

There ave four parties interested in
the pending negotiations for Union :-
our own Church and the Canada Pres-
byterian in the Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec, * thePresbyterian Church
of the Lower Provinces of B. N. A.,”
and ‘“the Church of Scotland in Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and adjoining
Provinces.” At the meeting of their
respective Supreme Courts,held in 1870,
Committees were severally appointed to-
consider the desirableness and practica-
bility of an organic Union of these
different members of the Presbyterian
family. From that time until now Com-
mittees on Union have been annually
appointed by cach of the Churches :nd
the great question itselfhas,during four
years, furnished the chief topic of dis-
cussion in the various Church Courts.
The proceedings in this matter may now
be said to have reached the final stage.
It is, therefore, interesting and impor-
tant in the highest degree to ascertain
the mind of the parties concerned. We
can only judge the mind of the great body
of the people by the voice of their re-
presentatives, and it is to be remember-
ed that all the Supreme Courts as well
as the Presbyteries are composed of an
oqual number of laymen and clergy-
men.

If there was any vote taken in the
assembly of the C. P. Churchin re-
gard tosending the revised Remit down
to Presbyteries and Sessions, it has es-
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Union, was submitted by Rev. G. M. Grant,

-caped our notice. In regard to the
P R’ Convener.  Rev. Mr. McTavish, one of the de-

maln questmr?, the _a»ser\nb]y w{;s w? | legates from the General Assembly of the C. P.
believe all bui unanimous, the only ex-i Church, being present, addressed the Synod
ressed dissent bemg m l‘cgard to the ‘ on this subject, explaining the changes made’in

1 “ : of worshin, the Basis of Union.
esp}uhm on m(fde” Oi_ ‘f’ olj ::hf;l?’ .\Ito After a very full discussion, in which most of
which exeeption was taken by five ) 1=} the members of Synod took part, the t‘ollowiné;

nisters and one Elder. Among the mi-; resolution was moved by Mr Grant and secon
pisters were Rev. John McTavish and | ¢d by Dr. Brooke: That the Synodadhering toits

R former resolutions in favour of Re-union, re-
Rev. John Rogs. The former, it is well }solves to take the following steps towardsits con-

known, has publicly stated that, al-:summation;—Whereas the Synod of our church
thoui{h he has not got all he wanted in; i)‘;“*;ef bper Provinces, and the (encral Assem-
. . . 4t ton | oy of . P ireh, at their recent meet-
this Remit, his opposition to the Union : ;py55, Ottawa, adopted a preamble 1o the Basis
is at an end. . ' of Union, and made sundry changes in the Ba-
It will be seen from the subjoined:sis mi‘iuﬂccqglmn.""l’f fesglu“m% lhish Synod
e . ‘ s ; Accepts the said preamble, and assents to the chan-
g‘\tl_a.c‘t‘i)t:h{i? bf)[‘h ﬂt h_e g:lutlldze‘a ‘]3] tl\)? i ges,approving of the same aseminently satistac-
sOWer Frovinees through their respec- | tory to all who are attached to the constitution
tive Synods have approved the Remit, ; and to the procedure of the Church of Scotland,
and conscquently the proposed Union, aud this Synod also approves aad accepts the
rithout a sinele dissentient voic " name of “THE PressyTeriaN CHCRCHIN CANADA,”
without a single dissentient voice. , by which itis proposed that the re-united Church

THE CHURCH OF THE I.OWER P RO-
VINCES.

t«Uxtox. This was one of the Jrriucipal sub-
jects before the Synod. Indeed it seemed to-
overshadow all others. It wasfound that eight.
Presbyteries reported in favour of Union last
-ear, and none sgainst. On_motion of Rev.J.
{. Smith, seconded by Rev. James Sinclair, the
following rmsolution passed unanimously:—;
that this Synol rejoices in the approval of the
Remit on Union by all the Presbyteries of this
Church which bave reported, waive further con-
sideration of it at present, and proceed to hear
the delegates appointed i)y the General Assem- |
bly of the G. P. Church, to inform us of the ac-.
tion of that Assembly on the subject of Uaion.
Dr. Topp and Ree. Mr. McTavish then addressed
the Srnod, and faid upon the table a copy of the
Basis asamrended. It wasmoved by Dr. Waters, |
seconded by Rev.J. K. Smith and rdopted una-|
nimously -—That the Remit be sent down to
Presbyteries, in terms of the Barrier Act, and to
Sessions and Congregations for their considera-
tion and approval, with instructions to report to
an adjourncd meeting of Synod.  On motion of |
Dr. Waters, the Synod resolved to express its|
gmutude to Almighty God for the prosperonsand |
appy isstic to which the negotiations for Union
have so fir been brought. The Syood then
united in prayer. The Synod agreed to appoint
a Committee to sccure the necessary legislation
for the protection of Cox;fre atioaal nod other
Church property after the Union. Tke Court
adjourncd to meet at New Gtasgow on the 3rd.
Wedresday of October, 810 o'clock am.”

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND IN NOVA-SCOTIA
ETC, ETC.

“The Report of the Commitice appointed to

i appoints 8

receive and tabulate answers to the Remit on

I shall be called.

Further, the Synad orders that the amended

- Basis be printed and sent down to Presbyteries
i at ance, that they may, without sny delay, as-
certain the minds of their congregations within
their bounds: and to secure, if possible, unani-
mous cunsent to the propo<ed Re-union, appoints
Revs. A M. Lean, R.J, Cameron, Thomas Dun-
cean, J. F. Campbell, and G. M. Grant, as a de-
" legation to those congregations in the County of
Picton that form the minority of the chureh; to
explain the position of the Synod, and to urge
* the great importance of unanim ty on our part

in the sight of the whole Church:; and further,

Special Meeting to be held in New
Glasgow, on the 3rd Wednesday of October
next, at 10 o'clock a.m , to receive the returas to
the Remit, and also to rective & draft of the
vfroposed Lcgislation referred to in Resolution

It was moved in amendment by Rev. R. Mc-
Cunn, scconded by Rev. C. Duam that the
returns (o the Remit do not warm::ﬁhis Synod
in taking immediate steps towwrds the consum-
mation of the proposed Re-union, but that, in the

altered circumstances of the Basis and Resolu-

!'tions, the Synod agrees to the resolution just

moved by Mr. Grant.

Rev. Mr. Grant stated that, as he considered
)r. McCunn's amendment rather a substantive
resolution, he would withdraw his own until
Mr. McCuun's was put, that he inight vote for it.
Mr. Grant's resolution was then put to the
Meeting, and carried, nem. con.”

From the Records, August.

It may not be out of place to state here
a few particulars regarding the four nego-
tiating Churches. The number of Pres-
byteries are, in the C. P. Church, 19;
Church of Scotland in Capada, 11; P,
Church in Lower Provinces, 10; Church
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of Scotland in Lower Provinces, 6 ; Total [are taken from the most recent Church

46. The following congregational figures | Statistics.
B g & - & Sabbath School
glEle (8,08 "
3 | 5 |, | 28] & £
E | @ (g8 |8 = | 5% | ;
= 102 |2 | & | C8 @ g
e = e g e ~ © o =
° S ° S © °© e S 3
s | 5 |s |3 s | s g |- 3
z | < 1= |*# =z | = & R
S
C. P. Church 320 | 700 | 645 | 781,987 | 49,315 4,004 | 43,536
Ch. of S. in Canada 1221 8421 179 | 17| 609 1 17,247 {1,193 | 11,487
Ch. of Lower Provinces; 124 | 947 | 138 | 17 832 | 18082 |1,710 | 13,401
Ch.of S.in L. P, 31|84 | 41 9, 2281 4622 | 474 | 49%
GOG { *840 {1,003 | 121 |3,656 | 89,266 | 7,471 | 73,394

* Stipend in No. 4 tncludes Manse and Glebe.

There are thus over one thousand con-!

one openings for additional ministers in
“vacant charges.” The average stipend
is §840. There are six colleges, in all of
which, save one, divinity classes arc taught
—Queen’s College at Iingston, being
endowed with University powers.

Eaeb of the churches in question has a
fund for the benefit of Ministers’ widows
and orphans. That of the first named 1o
the Schedule, has a capital of $77,089and
an anpual revenue of $16,234. The
second has capital, §73,153; revenue,
§9,018. The third has $Z0,000 invested,
and the fourth, has just commenced to
create a fund, for which purpose $3,661
have been collected. The aggresate of
these funds is $162,921.

THE JOY SET BEFORE Us.

QOur Divine and suffering Lord in the
deepest anguish of Gethsemane and Cal-
vary, had a “joy sct before Him.” Per-
haps a multitude of joys; but there was
one that we are perfectly sure of, He
foresaw the fruit of his sorrow in the re-
demption of precious souls.

He foresaw a child of sin flecing from
under tho just wrath of God. He hears
that penitent’s cry for mercy. He sees
that contrite soul confessiug sin, and

gregations,—-many of course being *‘double |
charges"—and one hundred and twenty-|

blood that purifies and saves.

coming to be washed in the cleansing
Fyith hag
saved him. He rises up from before the
the Cross a new man, and leadsa new and
anoble and a holy life, He triumphs over
temptation, and after the vietory over
death, is translated to glory. If there
was but one solitary soul saved from hell,
and exalted to such an ¢ exceeding weight
of glory,” the anticipation of it would
have brought a joy before the dying eye
of our dear Lord when He endured the
Cross and despised the shame.

But we must multiply this one by myr-
iadsof millions. We must take into the
estimate all the happy hours of all the holy
lives that were born at Calvary’s Cross;
we must reckon all the tears that have
been dried, and all the deeds of love that
have been kindled, and all the endless
procession of blessings that have streamed
from that Cross clear on to heaven's harp
of praise and hallelujahs! Then we must
multiply all these glorious results by the
word eternity. Do we wonder then that
for ‘“ the joy set before Him,” the Man
of Sorrows endured the stripes, the ago-
nics, and the shame of Golgotha ?

With what bitter price bought He our
ransom ! But He shall be repaid when
He beholds heaven thronged with the
trophies of His sufferings. If cven an
earthly mother hushes her sobs and
sufferings amid the anguish of the birth-
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hour “ with the joy that a man-child is
born "’ into her bosom and her home, how
much more might the infinite Jesus bear
the fearful anguish of the spiritual birth
of his * peculiar people,” born to an
everlasting glory! His own Cross was
yet to change into ITiscrown. The brow
that bled with the thorns is to wear the
diadem.

Here is a sweet lesson for every one of
‘Christ’s disciples. Life’s daily crosses are
to be borne with a censtant fore-thought
of the joys that are to come after. Hard
work is to be performed, and sacrifices
made, with the inspiring expectation that
none of these things shall fail of the final
reward. The self-exiled missionary to the
heathen endures his lonely lot for the joy
set before him of winning some souls to
Jesus here, and of winning at last the ap-
proval. ‘“Well done, good and faithful
servant!” Many an ill-paid, toiling labourer
in his frontier cabin says to himself
“Don’t murmur, don’t lose heart; my
Master had not where to lay His head ;
there is a crown for me yet, if I endure
to the erd without flinching.” So he puts
on his old threadbare coat and trudges off
to his distant preaching-station, singing as
he goes

“ Give me the wings of faith, to rise
Within the vail and see

The saints above, how great their joys,
How bright their giories be.”

Far the joy set before him, he endures
<heerfully his rough and rugged lot. Ah!
brethren, life would be a dark and a lone-
some march to a great many of you if you
could not singto yourselvesof the “ Sweet
by and bye.”” Never forget that the dear
Master never lays on you or me a heavy
cross, but there is a joy set before it
Without the cross is without the crown,
—Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler.

No men has a right todo a3 he pleases except
<when he pleases to do right.

Our Own Church.

The congregation “of St. Andrew’s
Church, QUEBEC, are _taking advantage
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of the summer holidays to give the old
church a thorough overhauling—the in-
ternal fittings will be entirely romcdelled,
and the whole much improved. :

The congregation at MELBOURNE have
presented their minister, Rev. Ilenry
Edmison, with a silk pulpit gown, and
an address to which an appropriate reply
vas made.

THE PRESBYTERY OF M ONTREAL held
its quarterly meeting on the fourth ultimo.
The following resumé of its proceedings
appeared in the ¢ Daily Witness:""—

The Presbytery held it3 stated quarterly
meeting yesterday, Tuesday. The Rev. W. M.
Black was appoicted Moderator of the Pres-
bytery for the ensuing year. Messrs. Dewey
and McKillop read interesting reports of their
missivnary Iabours since last meetinﬁ, at the
augmentation of Greaville and St. Lows de
Gonzague respectively. These reports showed
that religious ordinances had been supplied to
many who otiierwise would have been dessitute
of them, that Sabbath-schools had Leen organ-
ized and successfully maintained for the benefit
of the young, and that the aged and infirm and
the sick had been visited in their homes with
the consolations of the gospel. In giving a
brief statement of his ministrations at
prairie and St. Lambert,

Rev. Mr. Gtass, in an ecloquent address,
pointed out the importance of not only main-
taining ordinances in every station slready
occupied, but also the duty of the Presbytery
in supplying the members of the Presbyterian
Church, wherever they are found, with their own
services. Especially important was this in the
neighbourhood of a large and rapidly growing
city like Montreal, where what may be now ouly
a group of familics, may in & very short time
become a large and influeniial congregation.
There was certainly wealth enough 1n the city
to provide easily the means that are required
for this preparatory work.

The Rev. Mr. CauearLy, Convener, then read
the Home Mission Report, which, together with
the supplementary reports reterred to, met the
entire approval of the Preshytery.

Arrangements were made for holding the
Aunnual Missionary meetings in the several con-
gregations and giving weekly supply to Beau-
harnois and Chateauguay until next regular
meeting.

A memorial wag read from representatives of
St. John'’s Church (French mission,) Montreal,
praying for the moderation of a call in favour
of the Rev. C. A, Tanner, and the Presbytery
agreed to meet in that church on the 19th inst.

The Synod’s Remit anent Union with otker
Churches was then read.

The Rev. Gaviy Lane moved, seconded by
Rev. Wx. Simprsey, “tbat, as in view of
tbe want of unanimity in the Church, and of
the grave difficulties which surrounded what is
commenly known as ¢ The Union Question,’ it

!ﬂ--
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would not be for the interests of religion to
consummate at present such a union as that
proposed between the Presbyterian Church of
Canada in connection with the Church of Scot-
land and the Canada Presbyterian Church.”

Dr. JENkiNg moved in amendment, seconded by
Rev. Mr. Campbell, that the Presbytery approve
the preamble, the basis and the general resolu-
tions, as sent down by the Synod, and that
with regard to the special resolution anent the
Temporalities Fund, the Presbytery, while re-
turning yea, suggest to the Synod whetker it
may not be desirable so to alter the terms of
the resolution as that such portion of the
capital of the Temporalitiess Fund 23 may
be used for the purposes therein named shall
be returned to the Fund; and whether stu-
dents might not also be recognized as having
& claim to participate in the Fund, on their
receiving license and entering upon the active
work of the ministry.

The amendment, being carried by a vote of
iwe to seven, became the judement of the
Court, against which the mover and seconder
of the motion entered their protest.

The Presbytery then adjourned.

THE PRESBYTERY OF GLENGARRY
met at Cornwall on the 5th ultimo, Rev.
Dr. McNish, clerk, pro tem. Two stu-
dents came up for examination. Mr. R.J,
Craig, about entering upon his first year
in divinity, and Mr., John L. Stuart,
upon his third year. The examinations
were highly creditable to the students in
both cases. Rev. Mr. McPherson was
appointed to moderate in a call to a min-
ister for Lochiel on the 17th August, and
the Presbytery agreed to meet on the 19th
to consider the same. We understand
that the choice of the congregation has
fallen on the Rev. Neil Brodie, of Gair-
loch, Nova Scotin, and that arrangements
have been made for his induction.

A deputation appe¥red from CoTe ST.
GEORGE to obtain the conmseut of the
Presbytery for an application to the Col-
onial Committee for a swall grant to aid
in the completion of their Church which
they have erected at a cost of nearly
$3,000, without, so far as we know, any
extraneous aid. The request was unani-
mously granted. Considering all the cir-
cumstances of the case, the congregation
deserve credit for the spirit and liberality
they have manifested, and we heartily
congratulate them on the near prospect of
asgembling for worship in their beautiful
new House.

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

_The only other business of importance-
before the presbytery was the Sypod’s-
Remit on Union, which was approved by
a vote of ten to five—fiur Ministers and
one Elder entered their dissent. The-
dissenting ministers were Messra. McPher-
son, Davidson, Watson and Mullan. 1in
this Presbytery the previous vote on the
Union Remit was adverse, 6 to 3.

Tae PrREsBYTEKY OF KINGSTON met
on the 4th of August. Rev. Dr. William-
son was chosen Moderator for the current
year. Mr. McLean, Belleville, was ap-
pointed clerk, vice Rev. P. 8. Livingstone,
who lately resigned his charge. After the
transaction of routine business the Presuy-
tery took up the consideration of the
Remit on Union, and voted YEA to all
the articles and resolutions contained
therein.

‘Without transgressing the bounds of”
the Presbytery, or of propriety we hope,
we may mention a little act of kindness
done by the people of BELLEVILLE to-
their minister, which may be suggestive
to some others. At a meeting of the con-
gregation held in connection with some
improvements to the Church building it
was resolved “ that leave of absence be
granted to the Rev. Mr. McLean for such
period as he may desire, to obtain rest
and recruit his health, and that the sum
of $100 be appropriated towards defraying
necessary expensez.” Our informant adds,
“both Congregation and Kirk-Session
voted yea on the Remit on Union—only
two in the Congregation dissenting.”

A currespondent from Beachburg sends
us the followiug encouraging statement of”
matters in the township of Ross, formerly
united with Westmeath as a congrega-
tion :—

“On the 5th ultimo, St. Andrew’s Chureb,
Rass, was crowded with an interesting audience.
The firat item of business wasg the last practice
of Sacred Music under the leadersinp of Mr.
Heney, who for the last five months has b2en
attending to the spiritusl wants of the cog
gation. Next came up the consideration of the
question of Union. The amended Basis baving:
been duly explained, was unanimously approve
of, as it was also by the Session which met
afterwards for the same purpose. Divine ser-

vice was then conducted by Mr. Campbell, of.
Westmeath., After this was councluded, the-
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Fourth and last business of the congregation
was entered upon. This was the presentation
by Mr. Campbeli, at the request of the youn
people of the congregation, and on their behalf,
of a very handsome gold chain and seal accom-
panied by an envelope which, when opened,
proved to have several bank notes in it.

When it is remembered how shortly Mr. Heney
has been in Ross, it surely speaks well of him
that he has succeeded in so securing the respect
and attachment of all old and young in this, his
first field ot missionary labour.

The Ross people want to wait the twe years
till his college curriculum be complete, but
when all the uncertainties of the case are
weighed, it is plain that it would be unwise for
them to do this. They had much better make
use of their present state of united and quick-
ened activiry to secure the services of a pastor
who i3 now ready to be ordained over them.
Subscriptions have been taken up towards the
building of a new brick manse opposite the
Ross Church. To a1y man of the missionary
spirit who wishes a good opportunity to make,
under God’s guidance, not only one large, but
in a few years' time, I believe, two good con-

regations, here is an excellent opportunity.
a twelve years from this time I believe this
Township will be altogether ahead of anything
i this part of the country as an agricultural
district. Who are willing to come?

On the 12th ultimo, the annual Sabbath
School Picnic of the WESTMEATH congregation
‘was held, wwhen a large atiendance crowded the
Town Hall, Beachburg, where the creature
comforts in extraordinary abundance, and of
the most tempting quality, were spread out for
the benefit of old and young. After ample jus-
tice had been done to the cakes and pies and
tea, the children adjourned to the agricultural
shed where a number of swings were put up for
their amusement. By and by the Town Hall
was clearec of the tables, and the audience, old
and young, reassembled formusic and addresses.
Mr. Grant, of Pembroke, a Baptist missionary,
first gave an excellent address.  Otherspeeches
were §iven by Messrs. Robinson and Craig.
Several nice anthems were sung by a trio of
well trained voices; the children sang several
of their own hymns very nicely, under the joint
leadership of their pastor, their present teacher,
and Mr. Craig, missionary in Huutly, their
former teacher 1n School music, who oppartune-
ly happencd to be present. The collection
boxes for the past year when opened containcd
over $18.00, which it was voted by the children
to divide equally between the French Mission
and the Iadian Juvenile Mission. The girls’
box had considerably more in it than the boys.
The best efforts of old and young, assisted by
the encouragement of the chairman, failed to
consume more than half of the liberal things
which the ladies bad devised, and a dilemma
was herc: what is to become of the remain-
ing basketful® Somebody suggested that
they should all come back in the evening
at geven o'clock and eat them up, and have
what is called & social. The best of the joke
awag that there was not only lots of good cakes,

1
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but of good music and speeches too, over after
the day’s work was done. But we mustn't for-
get that the plates were handed round after tea,
and the bits when counted out amounted to
over $18.00 again, which is to be spent in the
gurchase of a new library for the Sabbath

chool. After singing the Doxology all the
good people of the burgh separated in good
tune, after baving heartily enjoyed them-
selves.”

In Tae PRESBYTERY OF ToORONTO,
the Rev. Ewao Macauley, formerly of
Balsover, was inducted to CALEDON AND
Moxo on the Hth August with the cus-
tomary solemnuities. o«

Tae BriTisH AMERICAN PRESBY-
TERIAN in a recent issue gives an account
of laying the corner-stone of a new church
at WasaacGo, thirty miles north of Bar-
rie. Special interest was given to the
ceremony from the fact that His Excel-
leney the Governor Geueral, who happened,
opportunely, that way, very kindly con-
sented to perform the ceremony. It
appears that we are indebted for this
enterprize to Mr. James G. Stuart, a stu-
dent of Queen’s Colicge, Kingston, who
recently ¢ appeared in the place like 2
vision of hope, and intimated divine ser-
vice for the cnsuing Sabbath in the hotel
of Mr. J. Ormsby. With zeal and earn-
estoess he proceeded to take steps for the
erection of a church, and procured a con-
siderable amount of assistance from Tor-
onto and Kingston. An adwmirable site

{ was granted by Mr. A. Marshall, and the

corner-stone laid in the manner described
on the 27th July.” The Rev. J. Gray,
a minister of the C. P. Chureh, conducted
the religious services, which were brief, as
became the occasion. ¢ His Excellency
then smoothed the mortar with a trowel,
presented for the occasion, and laid the
stone ip a workmanlike manner.” The
assembled people cheered lustily for His
Excellency, the Countess and the Queen,
led by Mr. Gray, who thanked His Excel-
lency for the honour conferred on the
locality, ¢ Thé Governor General ex-
pressed the hope that the Church about
to be erected might prove a blessing tb
many who should worship within its walls,
as well as a place of salvation and comfort
to the surrounding district.” We have
no doubt the event will long be remem-
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bered in that neighbourhoud. The act,
though unimportant in itself, comparative-
ly, is sufficient, if proof were needed,
though it is not, to prove His Excellency’s
desire to make his sgjourn in Canada con-
ducive to the happiness and welfare of the!

people in every possible way. \

On the 21st of May last, THE PREs-
BYTERY OF HAMILTON met at Water-
down to induct Rev. E. W. Waits to the|
charge of NELsON and WATERDOWN. !
Rev. Dr. Hogg, of Guelph, presided, and
preached the sermon for the oceasion.
Rev. Mr. Smith, of St. Paul’s Church,
Hamilton, addressed the newly inducteqd,

minister, and Rev. Mr. Herald, of Dun-,

das, delivered a short but telling address,

to the people. Our informant adds, ¢ We,

were surprised and disappointed when*

several numbers of the Presbyterian came
out without containing any notice of this!

induection.” |

We regret the omission, !
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Toronto University after examination,
upon our learned friend, who might attach
to his name more letters than most or any
of his contemporaries. Dr. MacNish is a
B.D. of the University of Edinburgh,
and holds at this time the post of Classical
Exzaminer in the University of Torouto,
his Alma Mater.

THE UNION QUESTION.
In justice to the respected Ministers.
and Elders who felt it to be their duty to-

| protest against the finding of the last
! Synod on the Union Question, we now

insert the text of a printed circular which
came addressed to us.

‘t As the real significance of the course which
we took at Ottawa, in protesting against the
decision of the last Synod on the Union Ques-
tion, bas been either ignored or misrepresented
in the Presbyterian and in certain paragraphs
supplied to leading newspapers, we are most
reluctantly driven to the necessity of thus em-
pHatically disclaiming any intention of depart-
ing from our protest or from the determination

p]eadlng as o’u T excuse t-he Aberdeenshxre' to follow it up by future action. As a confir-
Schoolmaster’s .trans]atlon, Of. the WF]!'Imation of the soundness of our position, we
known latin epigrapm—ex nihilo nihil may mention that we are legally advised that

fit. At last regular Meeting the Presby-'

tery came toa vote on the Union Remit,
yeas 10, nays 4.

PeErsoNAL.—The Rev. John Clugston,
who ministered to St. John’s Congrega-
tion, Quebec, in connection with the
Church of Scotland, from 1830 till 1844,

and who in the year 1848 returned,
to Scotland and counected himself with|

the Free Church, is at present on a visit,

to this country. There are still many of 1
his old friends who will be glad to renew)

the acquaintanceship of Auld Lang Syne. |

Dr. Cook, of Quebec, Dr. Murray, of,
Montreal, Dr. McNish, of Cornwall, Mr. |

no majority, herever large, can alienate the
property of the Church, (including Temporali-
ties’ Fund) from its present connection ; and no
act of the Dominion or Provincial Parliaments,
even though obtained, can deprive the minority
of their right to all that may belong to the
Church of Scotland in Canada at the time
of Union, should that event ever take place.
We think it only right to call attention:
to the fact that in consequence of the Union
debate at last Synod having been unusually
protracted, a considerable number of Ministers
and Elders, opposed to Union, had to leave
before the division ; and we are further led to
believe that many, who have hitherto been in-
duced from mere sentimental considerations to
vole for the Basis of Union, will now pause
before joining in any attempt to consummate
the proposed Union itself, in the face of dan-
gers and difficultics of the gravest and most

Bennet, of Almonte, Mr. McLennan, of | critical kind.

Peterboro, Mr. Portcous of Matilda, Mr.
Ross of Chatham and Grenville, in addi-
tion to others already mentioned, have
been “doon the water” this summer.
Among the arrivals from Scotland, the
Rev. W. M. Black and Mr. A. D. For-
dyce, are welcome back again.

Rev. Neil MacNish, LL.D., the Min-
ister of Comwall, is to be congratulated
on his accession to the ranks of our

« Reverend Doctors.”” The degree of
Doctor of Laws was conferred by the’

We rely upon receiving from even those who
differ from us the same credit for Christian con-
sisteacy and sincerity of comviction which we
cheerfully extend to them ; and we ask that, in
common fairness, this communication be laid
before Presbyteries, Kirk-Sessions and Congre-
gations at their meetings held for the }mrpose
of pronouncing upon the New Basis of Union
and accompanying Resclutions.

Yours very faithfully, Robert Burnet, Thomas
Macpherson, David Watson, Gavin Lang, Peter
Watson, James S. Mullen, T. A. McLean, Jobwn
McMurchy, Roderick McLeod.”

The only remark we have to make in
refercnce to the foregoing is to offer the
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assuranee, which we can do in the most
expiicit manner, that the Union will not
be consumpnated until the fullest provision
is made by Legislative enactment that all
preperty, real or personal, belonging to
congregations or incorporate societies
shall be held and administered by them
in like manner, and as nearly as possible
subject to the same conditions. after the
Union, as they are now,

SCOTLAND.

Hose Misston.—In submitting the

anpual Report to the General Assembly,
Dr. Phin, Convener, stated that the cone
dition of the mission was more satisfac-
tory than had been shewn by any previous

report.

The income for the past year was £10,619,
exceeding that of the immediately preceding
year by £1152, and being £590 more than
double the revemue in 1842. The Committee
reported under the head of mission stations 83,
from 68 of which there was a reported attend-
ance of 8993, while the number of communi-
cants at 29 of the stations was returned at
2085. Grants for these stations had been
given to thesamount of £2697. Under the head
of m.ssion cburches, the Committee reported
that they had voted £3455 to 85 mission chur- |
ches, 74 of which had reported 20,160 attendants !
and £3930 of local income. Since last As-
sembly the Committee had undertaken to assist
in the erection or enlargement of 23 churches,
which would supply 10,935 additional sittings. |
The cost of these churches would be £42.174,
and the Committee’s expenditure on these
churches, when completed, would be £7250.

Dr. Phin mentioned that the increase of
rarochial contributions last year was mainly
owing, not so much to larger collections goton
Sunday, as to the more gencral adoption of the
gystem of collection through schedules, and
said he was satisfied that if ministers would
only try that plan more generally the results
would astonish them.

Rgv. Dr. Leisuxax of Govan is dead.

Rev. Duncan Taylor, of Brodick, has b-en
resented to the parisf) of Avondale by the
uke of Hamilton. St. Michael’s congregation,

Pumfries, has unanimously resolved to re-

commend to the crown for presentation the Rev.

John Paton, of Bombay, (& cousin of our Mr.

John Paton.) The deatn is announced of the

Rev: James Fairlie, of Mauchline, uncle of Rev.

John Fairlie, of L’()rigual and H’awksbury.

Licexsep To Preaci.—The Presbytery of
Bellefontaine recently licensed as a preacher o
NMr. Luther Smith, aged seventy years. He has
been ap active eidcr, and bas done much lay-
preaching, and has great unction and power of
speech. .
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The Roman Catholics of Tain are to bave a
priest settled among them shortly, a Mr. Faaser
of a good old Strathglass famify. Probably
one of this persuasion has not been sattled there
for hundreds of years before.

The appointment of the Rev. Malcolm Mac-
lean, M.A,, B.D., as assistant to the Rev. Dr.
Burns of the Glasgow Cathedral, has given
great satisfaction to the people of Fearn, the
town where be was born, and where he taught
for several years in the Parish School.

The Duke of Argyle, in compliance with the
unanimous request of the congregation, has
issued a presentation to the Church and parish
of Bonhill, in favour of the Rev. John Martin,
High Church, Paisley.

'%he Earl of Kintore preached in the Free
Church, Auchterarder, in the forenoon of the
Sabbath, the 20th inst., and at the close of his
address made a touching allusion to the death
of the late Lord Dalthousie, and offered up
special prayer on bebalf of Lady Christian
Mauie.

Meyoriar Cutrca.—Mrs. Ellice, mother of
the late Captain Speirs, of Elderslie, M.P.,
having some time ago signified her desire to the
heritors of the united parishes of Houston and
Kilallen to erect a memorial church on the site
of the Parish Church in memory of her son,
and the heritors having consented to accept the
same, and commenced to demolish tbe old
building, the congregation worshipped on Sab-
bath afternoon for the first time in the Free
Church, which bas been kindly granted for their
use till the new Church is completed. It is
understood that a memorial window will be
erected.

The Earl of Airlie, at fhe request of the
parishoners of Clunie, has presented the Rev.
Angus Mlnnes, M.4A., B.D., presently assistant
to the Rev. Donald M Leod, M A, of St. Mark’s,
Dundee, to the Church and Parish vacant by
the translation of the Rev. Alex. Irvine Robert-
son, M.A., B.D,, to the West Church, Aberdeen.

Haxpsome Lgcacy By Lorp Daruotsie.—We
understand that by the will of the late Earl of
Dalhousie, the sum of £20,000 is to be paid
over to the Trustees of the Free Church of
Scotland, to be by them applied, so far as it will
£0, in endowing the ministers presentand to
come of the following congrepations of the
Free Chnarch of Scotland on his estates with
perpetual stipend of £200 2 year each, payable
half yearly at Whitsunday and Martinmas, and
commencing at the first of these terms which
should bappen after the decease of his sister
Lady Christian Maule—viz., the minister of the
Free Church of Monikie, the ministe. of the
Free Church of Arbirlot, the minister of the
Free Church of Carmyllie, and the minister of
the Free Church of Lochlee.

Jestrts 1x Grascow.—It is claimed that in
Glasgow, as elsewhere in Scotland, there has
been @ great © Catholic Revival,” and that this
is ina measure owing to the unwearying labours
of the Jesuits. There are in and within a
short radius of the city no fewer than twenty
Roman Catholic places of worship. Connected
with these there arc upwards of fifty priests.



206

Sittings are provided in these churches for
about 20,000 people, and there are nearly 20,000
children taught in the Sabbath schools con-
ducted by the adherents of those Churches.
Glasgow boasts of the Catholic Cathedral of
St. Andrew’s, a large Church seating 2,500
Eleople, and that city is also the abode of the

ost Reverend Archbishop Eyre, Administrator
Apostolic of the Western District. Statistics
sho ¥ the number of Roman Catholics through-
out Scotland to be almost in the proportion of
one to seven of the entire population. The
whole number of Romanists, as lately ascer-
tained by themselves, in that section of the
Empire, is 360,000. The number of priests is
227; of churches and stations, 222; and of
convents, 23. There are no less than 150 con-
gregational schools, and a college at Blairs, for
the education of priests, which has an average
number of 58 students. Among the various
orders of Nuns in Scotland, there are the Apos-
toline, the Ursuline, the Franciscan, the Nuns
of Loretto, the Nuns of the Good Shepherd, the
Sisters of Mercy, the “Little Sisters of the
Poor,” and the * Daughters of Nazareth”
Among the clergy there are Jesuit Fathers,
Oblate Fathers, Redemptorist Fathers, Pas-
sionist Fathers, Franciscan Fathers, and Vin-
centian Fathers.

The Orkney Herald gives an amusing ac-
count of an incident” which occurred in the
parish church of Birsay some time ago. During
the singing of the first psalm a goose entered
the Church and quietly “waddled” up the pas-
sage towards the pulpit, just as the precentor
had got out of the tune and almost come to a
standstill-—a not very unusual occurrence at
that time. The minister observing the goose,
leaned over the side of the pulpit, and address-
ing the church officer, said—“R—— put out
the goose.”” That functionary not observing
the presence of the feathered parishioner, and
supposing that the minister's direction had re-
ference to the precentur, marched up to that
individual, and to the no small amusement ot
the meagre congregation, collared him, saying
at the same time— Come out o’ that, fallow!”

A gentleman had occasion to call on the Rev.
Thomas Campbell when he was in Glasgow.
“Is the dominie in?” he inquired of a portly
dame who entered the door. ‘He's in the
raird, sooperintendin’ Saunders the carpenter.

e may see him the noo if your business i3 vera
precise.” The gentleman walked into the yard,
where he beheld a carpenter briskly planing
away to the air of “ Maggie Lauder,” and the
dominie standing by. Unwilling to intrude on
their conversation he stepped aside, and heard :
‘Sauners, I say! Can ye nohearme?” ¢ Ves,
m nister, I hear ye. What's your wull?” # Can
ye no whistle some mair solemn and godly tune
while ye're at your work ?” ¢ A-weel, minister,
if it be your wull, 'l] ¢’en do it.” Upon which
he changed the air to the “lead March in
Saul,” greatiy to the hindrance of the planing.
The dominie looked on for some minutes in
silence, and then said : **Sauners, I hae anither
word to say till ye. Did the gude wife hire ye
by the day's darg or by the job ?” .The day’s

L.
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darg was our agreein’, master”” ¥Then, on
the whole Sauners, I think ye may just as well
gae back to whistling ‘ Bonnie Maggie Lauder.”

JUBILEE TESTIMONIAL TO THE REV.
DR. McLEOD, OF MORVEN.

Those among us whose recollections of
ecclesiastical matters in Canada reach so
far back, will remember that the churches
of British North America were honoured
by the visit of a deputation appointed by
the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, in the year 1845. It consisted
of three ministers, Dr. S8impson of Kirk-
newton, Dr. John MecLeod of Morven,
and Norman Mel.eod, then of Dalkeith.
The deputation arrived at Halifax on the
1st July of that year. Nothing could
exceed the cordiality of their reception,
and their progress through the Provinces
from the day that their feet touched our
soil, till their departure on the 16th Sep-
tember, was a continuous ovation. The
chief places in Nova Seotia, Prince Ed-
ward Island, New Brunswick, and the
two Canadas, were all visited. Every-
where their presence was hailed with
delight, and the message of peace and
good-will which they bore was received by
the people with deepest interest and grat-
itude. It was necessary that the deputa-
tion should do its work separately, and it
was the writer's good fortune to be pre-
sent at one of the meetings held in a
rural parish by Dr. McLeod, of Morven.
Though it is now well-nigh thirty years
since, his utterances on that occasion are
still fresh in memory. While it fell to
him to treat of controversial matters,
everything like the rancour and uncharit-
ableness of controversy was studiously
avoided. Without vilifying or even dis-
paraging others, the character and position
of the established Church of Scotland
were nobly and successfully vindicated,
and it may be safely said that the position
which the Canadian branch of the Church
subsequently attained, is largely attri-
butable to the kind words and the wise
counsels of these estimable brethren, and
others who followed them on a similar
errand.

Dr, McLeod was then in the prime of
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Iife ; a minister of twenty-one years' stand-
ing, whose name in his native lund had
already become a tower of strength. His
after services in promoting the interests
of the Scottish Church, and the religious,
moral, and temporal welfare of the people
need not be spoken of ; they are well known.
He is now about to complcte the Fiftieth «
year of his ministry, and it is proposed to

celebrate that eveat by the presentation

of a suitable testimonial. From a printed |
circular addressed to us we make the ‘
following extract, which will sufficiently,
explzin tke ground of appeal which has,
bcen made to the Scottish public : 1

* The service which Dr. McLeod has rendered |
to the Church in the West Highlands during,
the last fifty years is incalculable. Thouggq
frequently solicited to accept lucrative ecclesi- .
astical an¢ cducational apjointments in other,
places, he has fuithfully zdhered to his first,
Parochial Charge of Morven, which, uotwith-
standing its vast extent and physical difficul-,
ties, is one of the poorer livings of the Clurch
of Scolland. And his influence there has served |
to create and maintain & high moral tone,
throughout the whole West Highland districts.

Jis services to the Church of Scotland, as well ,
as the position which he occupics as one of her
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promptly forwarded to the committee in
Scotland.

—

IRELAXD.

Last year 148 Sabbath Schouls, in connection _
with the General Assen.bly of the Presbyterian
Church, contributed $1,600 towards providing
suitable premises at Newchurang in é)hma.

In 1849, the population of Belfast was 80,000 ;
at present it is about 20,000 ; and the Presby-
terian portion of the population alone is increaz-
ing at the rate of 4,000 annually.

At the laying of the Foundatior Stone of the
Limestune Road Presbyterian Church, on the
9th ult,, Sir Edward Cocr stated that it was the
first of five additional churches to be crected
within a few years, which, when built, would
make a total of 33 connected with the ’Presb,t-
terian Church of Ireland, now by Act of Parlie-
ment declared to be the title of the Church.
Nlustrative of the progiess of the Church, he
mentioned that 50 years ago there were just
{wo meeting-houses in Belfast,—ttat at the
same time there were J'ust 199 meeting-houses
belonging to the Synod of Tlster, whereas now,
they had, nct meeting-houses, but 554 Churches;
—1lat then, they bad 182 Ministers, whereas
now, they had 625 Clergymen He added es
follows:—At thut time they had no Colleges,
they bad now two, with very considerable

endowments. At that time, they bad no
Orphapage, now they bad a flourishing one,
and besides an O

r{;hanage for the children of

clergymen. They had now close on $3;000,000

ablest and most influential Ministers, were ac-, invested for the benefit of clergymen, and that
knowledged some years ago by his being elected  Was supplemented by the Sustentation Fund
to the Moderator’s chair in the General Assern-, Scheme, worth nearly $130,000 a year.
bly, and more recently by his appointment to, Many congregstions of the Assembiy are
the honorary offices of the Deancries of the, taking advantage of the Glebe Loan Act, a
Chapel Royal and the Thistle. , measure passed by the late Parliament to faqli-
It is therefore believed thut the tme has come , tate the crection of suitable dwellings for minis-
for conferring upon him stch a testimonial as ters by their congregations. By this Act,
is now proposed, and that many of his friends congregations may borrow two thirds of the
and acquaintances generally, and those inter- | Sum necessary to crect manses from the Govern-
csted in the Highlands in particular, will be ment Board of Works, paying five per cent.
glad to embrace this opportunity of doing hon-, interest, which paymentliguidctes the eatiresum
our to one¢ who has so well deserved of his' &orrowed in thirfy-five years.

Church and Country as the Minister of Morven, . __ Tk Prorosed Assexniy Houst 1¥ BErrast.—
' We undersiand that 2 meeting of the committee

Dr. John McLeod is the only surviving ' ja charge of this mattes, to whom, it will be
member of that deputation of 1845. Dr.  remembered, power was given at last Assembly

g : < ' finaliy to dispose of the case, was beld recently
Slmpaon was gathered to his fathers. in Belfast, when it was resolved to accep'. of

twenty years ago, and the much loved! tie s;iendid site so generously offered by the
Nerman finished his illustrious course on’ Messrs. Corry, and to procced with the wndes-

Q59 taking so soon as satizfaclory arrangemeats
the 16th of June, 1852. _shall Jiave been made between the cogg‘mlucc
" and the congregation of Linea Hall Steect.

At the monily mecung of the Presbytery of
" Belfast, Rev. Dr. Knox reported thata contract
* had been agreed upon fur the crection of & new
. Presbyterian Church at the Knock, one of wie
 fashionable subrids of Belfast. The Presbytery
of Dublin at its last meeling Loenesd Mr. dat-
| thew Dryedale, and gave Mr. McDuff Simpson
letters of commendation 10 the Chureh in the
"United States, whither be is going. Provision
' was made for the supply of the pulpit of Rev.
| Jir. Raincy of Killereas, incepacitated by sevese
illness from xetive labour.

We feel sure thut there are those

among us who will esteem ita rivilege

to co-operate with the friends in Scotland
in doing honour to onc¢ in ¢every sense of the
word so deserving of it; and we have
only further to suy that subscriptions
sent to Principal Snodgrmass, Kingston,
Rev. David Watson, Boearerton, Rerv.
Dr. McNish, Cormwall, or to the editor
of the Presbyterian, Montreal, will be
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The Schemes.

In regard to THE ADJOURNED MEETING
OF SyNop, appointed to be held in Tor-
onto on the 3rd November next, doubts
appear to exist in various quarters as to
what will constitute its legal membership. |
As the subject is one of very great impor-
tance, and involving some difficulties, it
should be well considered by =all partics
concerned.

In the case of a pro re nata meeting of
Synod the law is explicit. Such a2 meet-
ing is called by cirenlar * to each member
whose name appears on the Roll of the
last preceding annual session.””  The case
of an adjourned meeting is, however,
somewhat different. In the absence of
suthoritative documents, after full con-
sideration aided by such advice as was
available, we. incline to the opinion that
all ministers in charges, and all represen-
tative Elders duly commissioned at the
time of holding the said adjourned mecet-
ing will probably be recognized by the
Synod as its legai membership in Novem- |
ber. We are strengthened in this belief
by a reference to the Mct of 1863 (page
29 of printed minutes), where it is stated |
to be “competent for any meeting of,
Presbytery to receive and sustain Blders
commissions, to represent Sessions in the
Superior Counrts for the yezr.”

Certainly, ,
Elders who present their commissions at,
any adjourncd mecting of Presbytery. are,
held to be entitled to sit and vote at such
adjourncd meetings, and, by analogy mus
be competent to sit and vote in the higher,
Courts unless, as in the case of a pro rel
nata meeting, prevented by special enact-!
ment.  There cannot be a dual represen-:
tation of Elders from the same congrega-
tion in the Synod. It may help us to.
reconcile a seeming inconsistency by reflect-
ing that the Syrod, as a Church Court, is|
not defunct during the period that inter-!
venes between the holding of its Sessions. .
It is always represenied by its Moderator .
and Clerk, and may be convened at any
time when found neeessary.  And at any,
given time is composed of the members of ;
all the Presbyteries within its bounds.

!
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We do not presume to lay down the
law on this subject, but ratker to invite
consideration to it. Tf there is any force
in the arguments we have advanced it will
evidently be desirable that Presbytery
Clerks should make up their Rolls and
trapsmit them to the proper quarter just
as they would do previous to the ordinary
meetings of the Synod. At all events no
barm can come of so doing, and it may be
the means of saving time and obviating
confusion.

We may state that, in the absence of the
Clerk, we have no doubt that the Rev.
Principal Snodgrass, Kingston, will attend
to any business matters connected with
the Synod that may be referred to him. .

The large space devoted to the Report
which now follows, and for which we
bespeak a careful perusal and some after-
thought, precludes any further reference
to the Schemes at this time.

REPORT ON CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK.

The Committee met at Owen Sound
on the 20th April 1874, and drew up a
tform of questions which were sent to
"the representatives of cach Congrega-
‘tion. To these questions fifty-one
returns were received, upon which the
following remarks are based.

QUESTION I.—Cuuistias Lirs :—Can you
describe, in 4 genemnl way, the spir tual condi-
tion of your people—(e) What proporiion of
themn do gou tegard as sencwed in the spirit o

thar mind—cternally safe? (4) What are the
special fruits of the Sp it visible among such ?

, ' brotherly Kindness? forbearance? godiy con-
¢ 1 cern for the salvation of others ? a disposition

10 engage in Christian work? Please stale
() Any indication of & gracious movement in
your Congregalion just now, similar to that
going on n Scotiand, and other places ? If
not, are there any meaans baing used o Yring it
sboat, such as expectation, intercession, as sct
forth 1n Isaiah Ixii, and other scriptures: * For
Zion's sake will 1 nct hold my peace, and for
Jerusalem's sake I will pet rest, until the
righteousness,” &c.

It was with considerable hesitation that the
Comzittee put forth this question, espesiaily
that pait bearing upon the proportion of Con-

ations that might be considered as rencwed
10 the spinit of therr mind, knowing as they do
that it is onc on which no Mmnisier or Klder
can be exnecied to give any thing like like a
sharp and definite reply. There 35 so much
Wt is deeoptive in appeamances, and mysle-
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rious in the workieg of the Holy Spirit, that ’xrore humblicg, startling revelation was ever
some think that such a question as th:s should {made 10 the Church tlan scme of the answers
form no part of a series intended fur the Church | given to tlns guestion—cr rather the answers
at large. taken as a whoie.

The Committee have to say that they neverex- ’ Atthe same time the Committce bave pleasure
pected anytbing like a slarp or definite reply to | in recording the fact that a goodly nimber of
this question, nothingindeed hiyond ar opinivn | those reperting—about cne- third—speak in very
as to the general condition of the peojle in a | Lojeful termus of the spiritual cundition of their
spiritual point of view. Clearly the questiun, |, people, and in scme nstances speak definitely
whether answerable or no, is the question of | as to their opinicn of the number that arcsafe.
questions which every true Minister must often | One-half, one-third, one-fourtn, cne-fifth bave
put to himself, and the one arcund whiclk all: been named as tle proportien in this condition ;
the cfforts and organizations of the Chuich  and others, while declining to speak definitel,
gather; and it is clear also that no Minister | as to the number, bear testimony 10 & growing
watching for souls, as (tose thet are (o give an j spiritual life in their Congregations, as scen in
accoun’, can rest satisfied so lung as the signsof |, increasing nunibers that wait upon (be ordinan-
gpiritual life are wanting, nomatier how eacel- | ces, that attend i e prayer meetings, and offer
lent his preaching and hiow abundantin labous. | themselves for Christian work—nothing, in
Moreover, the signs of spiritual life are not gen- i short, can be finer in this respect than some
erally so obscure that it isimpcssible to forman , of the reports which have been received ; and
opinton as to whether there is life or ne, and a y while there has been no special work of grace,
{rue man deeply in earaest about his wotk does ! so far as the Commitice cap gather from these
form his opinica. The physician to whom =a ;reports during the yoar in any ene ef the
fever ward hes been commitied can usually tell | Cungregations, yet the atiitude of not a few is
the state of his paticnts and discern the signs ., that of expeetancy, and the cry of many an
-of convalescence ; and there is no onc wortly | carnest soul is that of the Psalmist :  Turn us
of the name that would be content with merely |again. O God of our xalvatien, and cause thine
making examinations, giving prescriptions—in | anger fowcards us to cease. Wit thou not recice
short with a mete perfunctory round of labour. jus again thut thy people may rejoice in thee 2
Daily he visits the ward, passes from bed to bed, | Shew va thy merey, O J.ord, and grantus thy
from patient to patient, carefully noting the lsulralion.
changes that are taking place—the effect of the; The great complaint under this heading 1s
medicines he has prescribed, all the more anxi- | the lack of sjaritual iige in the Church, and the
ous if the disease bemysterious or the symptoms | only suggestion which the Committee Lave to
be obscure, and no amount of vigilance or visita- , cffer In the way of meeting this evil 15 a deeper
tion will satisty him unless he see the signs of \ censecration to their work on the part of the
returaing health. The one question with him | Ministry. The evil in question is not peculiar
i3 not the excellency of the mstrument, or the jto Canada or to auy scction of the Church of
virtues of the medicines, but recerery. Who 7, God. It is one which is as wide as humanity,
How many are safe? And it is presumed by, but it is one which, under the Divine Spimn.
the Committee that no true Minister, to witom | everywhere yields to One in communion with
the care of souls hasbeen cominitted and whose ' the Unseen. and xll alive to the value of souls.
exes have been ogcncd 10 the grand realities of t Who does not know that love and faith aod
the cternal world, will be content with mere | fervencey of spirit are everywhere trinwphant?
administration of the ordinances or indeed any- | Who does uot sec this at the present ume in the
thing short of success in the bighest sease of | Iabours of 2 Moody, Guincss. Bonar, Arthur,
that terre. Morcover, they submit that a Min- ! and & John M. Laug ? Such men represent the
ister, especially if his charge 15 small, is or, Wesleys, the Whiteficlds nad the Edwardses of
should be in a position to enablchim to form an . the last ce.tury. They bc?om% to the highber
opinicn as to how many of his people .re in a . order of labourers. Forgetling the things which
safe condition. Mingling with them from day ;are behind, leaving sccular matters in \bair
to day, from year to year, noting their waik, j projer place, they give themselves entirely to
and conversing with them individually on the y the muzasiry of the Word and prayer. Some of these
things pertaining 0 the Kingdom, he will not ; men are not distinguished in the higher walks
be altogether 2 stranger to their spiritual state, | of scholamship, but they are xll distinguished
and he will not think it a stmnge thing that ' as Ministers of Christ. Great gifis and great
that Church that has given him h.s sfetus, and , scholarship combined will make a St. Paul or
commiited to him the care of souls, should now | a Martin Luther, but t gifts in themsclves
and then address to him the solemn question : ! ave feeb'e.  There are hundreds of men, ample
Watchman, what of the night?  How many of | in porwer, vich inlearning, ponderous in ancient
those do you consider safe? What signs of | lore, tlat put in theic dars—Efiy years perhaps
returning health?  Any evidence of an awake- | in onc place—and yet accomplish almost no-
ning? But what is the fact? Qaiy =aboot! thing, simply because working at a low tem-
twenty-five Ministers in the wlole Charch have ; perature—while right by the side of some such
deignrd to spexk on the subject at all and severai , man is one that is greatly blessed in bis work,
Q:at have spokea bave spoken only in terms of  and et one who oan scarcely lay clawm to any-
dissprrobation, s 1f the question under review | thing but devetion to his work, and who, be-
were one that shonld never be mooled in al cause of his devotivn to his work, his fervency
Church paper, or 2 Chureh Covrt.  Perhaps no | of spint, Las power with Ged.
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QUESTION Il.—Tue SacRaMENTS :— (a) jthings are the love of the {;resent world—the
How often is the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper . disitke ¢f being under the obligations involved
dispensed, each year, in your Church ? (&) ! —the high style of fencing the tables, common
What proportion of your Congregaticn, above in sume places, and the air of mystery and awe
eighteen years of age, have not pariicipated , which has been throwsn around the ordinange—
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Sapper 7 What  the inconsistencies of some of those who have
are the reasons chiefly given by those who are made a profession of their faith aud the feelin
in that position for so refraining ? (c) W hat | that it is better not to vow, than to vow an
may be the number of the unbaptized, over two, fail to perform—and above all—* unfitness”—
years old, in jour congregation? What are. a sense of unworthiness restrains. This lastis
the chief reasons why this Sacrament is not, by far the most frequent excuse that is offered
sought by the parents of these children? qr  for neglecting the command of our Lord : This
why, if sought, i1s Baptism refused ? do in remembrance of me.

As to the frequency with which the Sacra-! The Committee have received no hint or sug-
ment of the Lord’s supper is dispensed it would gestion from any Minister as to how the great
appear from these returns that three of the evil under consideration i3 to be met and they
reporting Congregations observe it once, a year, | thcmselves bave none to offer, save perhaps that
thirty-one, twice, five, three times and six, four , of a more careful and individual treatment of
times a year. One or two intimate their inten- ' those coming into mature years. The period of

tion—that is of those who bave been in i1he babit’
of observing this ordinance only once or twice,
in the year—of doing so bereafter more ire-
quently. )

Very little in the way of complaint has been'
expressed in regard to children over the aye of
iwo years growing up unbaptised, except in the
case of one Minister who speaks of 150 children,
in this condition in his Congregation, and
states that the chicf cause is carelessness on'
the part of the patents and the prevalence of,
Baptist views. It is diffcrent with the Sacra-.
ment of the Lord's Sapper. It wouid appear
from these that fully one-half of the adult popu-|
lation of the Church—that is, those over
ei%htcen years of age—stand aloof from this!
-goy ordinance, and are living unpledged to a
bristian life. The proportions range from vne-

youth, it is well knuwn—the periud intervenin

between the time they leave the Sabbath Schoo

or Bible Class and that of the age stated in
these sheets—is a very dangerous onc—one of
com(pnnionships and sirange questionings, when
the fountains of thought are stirred and bluck
doubt casts its shadow over all the teachings of
the Sabbath Schoul and the traditioas of the
family—when passion pleads for indulgenee,
and the restraints of home arc felt to be irksome,
and the boast and bravado of impudence or
irreverence is apt to be mistaken for manliness.
It is a transition time in which the man is
usually made or marred for eternity. At such
a time he stands much in need of the loving
counsel and care of his pastor, and he that is
“yise to win souls” will not be an idle specta-
tor of the young man during these years; and

twelfth to three-fuurths of those of ripe years{ though there may be much in his tastes and
that are living in this siate. and though the re-, temper fitted to repel, yet every onc knows that
turns as a whole arc not so definite on this| no young heart is altogether proof against such
{;)int a3 could be desired, yet the Committee , approackes. Morcover, after the tiraopsition
licve that they are not far from the truth| petiod may be regarded as past, after a graver
when they say that fully one-balf of the adult! stage of iifc has been attained, and a more
population of our Church decline entering imol sober cast of thought has set in, many & onc
its Communion or to take Christian ground!! has sighed for the purer faith and the holier jo
This sad fact, which was adverted to 1ast year, ; which once was his, and bas begun to loo
is far more clearly bronght out in the sheets wistfully to a religions life and to long for light
this year, and the conclusion which is forced ; on the dark problems that were disturbing b:m.
upon the Committee is that the Church, not-; In such a case he would welcome a truc man to

withstanding all ber efforts and organizations— !
Sabbath Schools and Bible classes—is failing, at

least to the extent rawed, to gather in her
young men and women jnto the fold of Christ,!
or even to attach them to herself by any strong
and enduring bond. On every hand and in
every Conpregation there are scores growing
up 10 manhoed and rushing into life’'s solemn
responsibilities without, it would scem, a single
thoughtof consecrating themselves to God, and
all over the Church there are heads of families
—fathers and mothers thbat bave grown grey
under the presching of the Word, or within
cagy access of the sanctuary-—that have not yet
taken the first step towards that higher life of
faith w0 which they are called.  One Ministerin
a raral section of the country, without giving
the proportion, states that 248 persons of adult
Jears are living in this state. Among the
the causes assigned for this deplorable state of

speak with him, not in a pompous, perfunctory
way but frankly and affcctionately—would wei-
come sucha manasan angel of God. Thisis what
the true minister, and one walching jor souls as
those that have to gice an account will do. He
will gladly avail himself of such opportunitics
as he can find—not make—10 bring such to their

| right mind. This is what not a few Ministers,

as the Committee discovercd Jast year, lay out
10 do. Alarmed at the extest of non-profession
among their adherents, notably among young
men, they scek 1o improve the occasion of their
psstoral rounds for the special benefit of such
young persons—of dealing privately and per-
sonally with them, and bringing before them
the solemn truth of God, and the Cowmmitice
are persuaded that if more efforts of this kind
were put forth—more private and personal deal-
ing were resorted toin rd to those that are
standing aloof from the Holy Communion—a
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great change for the better would soon be
effected all over the Church.

There is reason to fear that the pastoral office,
which from its very nature implies an individu-
al and personal, a3 well as a general oversight,
of those that place themselves under the care of
a Minister, has been greatly lowered and suf-
fered to go into abeyance. The Minister is
often merely a preacher, speaking to the people
on Sunday in their collective capacity, exchang-
ing civilities with a few of them on Monday,
but a perfect stranger to their hearts and their
deeper wants and aspirations. In their report
lagt year the Committee ventured to recommend
this very thing, especially in the interest of the
young—those growing up to manhood, whose
hearts had never responded to the invitations of
the Gospel ; and they noted that 27 ministers out
of sixty who made returns last year acted upon
this principle. The Committee would renew that
recommendation in this connection, and would
«call attention to the permanent obligation of
the Christian* Ministry to deal habitually with
their people in a more close, persoaal and lov-
ing manner than has been common; for this
will make the Ministry a far more real and
blessed thing than it ofienis, and it will be pro-
ductive of far more saving benefit to those thus
treated—not in figures but in fact, as a physi-
cian treats his patient, or a shepherd treats his
flock. vk

QUESTION [I[.—OrpINaRY AND WEEE DAY
Services :—What propertion of your people
may be set down as regular in their attendance
on the services on the Lord’s Day? (e) In
the case of those who do not attend, or are
very irregular in their attendance, what chiefly

!
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| too, operates seriously against attendance upon

Church. In shert, the one great cause at work
here is spiritual apathy—the love of the present
world ; ‘and to meet this great evil the Com-
mittee know of but one prescription—a more
faithful and true representation of the Gospel,
and perhaps a more simple and direct address
to the hearts and consciences of men
. There is a disposition in those days to deal
in what is called “ modern thought, a mingle-
mangle of philosophical scepticism and meta-
physics;” but he that is wise to win souls will
eschew such a gospel and hold by those grand
old truths which are spirit and life to the souls
of men—faith in a personal God—in a free sal-
vation—in the love of the evarlasting Father—
in the work of God's Holy Spirit, and the fact
that Christ has forever put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself. Let'a man take up with
this “modern thought,” as it is called, or hur
to the pulpit with a re-hash of utterances whic
he has presented for the hundredth time, or
worse still with some pompous harangue which
he will not even take the trouble to write, and
which breaks through all the rules of logic’: and
grammar, and even common sense, begun, too,
aod ended with prayers equally absurd and
irreverent; and what wonder that souls thirst-
ing for Iigi}t——minds tronbled with many gues-
tions and many cares, and there are many such
minds—who would welcom: a true man to
speak to them from the fountains of truth as a
mes<enger of God—what wonder that such
should turn away and say : There is nothing for
me yonder.

The Committee would not be understood as
hinting that where there is an indifferent
attendance upon the service there must also

hinders? (6) What proportion attend the
prayer meeting? and (c) what the week day
services, such as Thanksgiving and Sacramen-
tal orcasions?

Only 27 of the Congregations reporting con-

necegsarily be indifferent preaching. On the
contrary, the very excellency of the preaching
and the faithfulness with which the truth is
proclaimed may repel rather than draw, as in
the case of certain disciples of old, who having

descend to nmame the proportion attending the
regular service, and putting all these together
the average of our people attending the regular
service i3 a little over seven-twelfths. Then
with regard to the prayer meeting during the
week, the almost universal complaint is that the
attendance—put down at ofie-tenth by several—
is most disconraging. Nothing very definite can
be gathered from these sheets in regird to the
meeting for prayer. The main fact which strikes
the Committee 1n this connection is the small
attendance of our people on the regular Sabbath
service. Whileseven- twelfths isabout the ascer-
tained average of those reporting, some put
down the attendance much lower—as low as
one-fourth, and one as low as one-tenth. Vari-
ous reasons are assigned for this comparatively
small attendance—distance from Church—bad
roads-—poverty—want of proper clothing—
weariness in consequence of hard work during
the preceding week—infidelity—apathy in re-
gard to spiritnal things. A great many in the
country sections, it seems, make the Sabbath
a sort of holiday—a day on which they
mean to go and visit their friends, and on
which they expect to receive their friends; this,

heard a discourse on the higher life, took offence
and walked no more with Jesus, Moreover, it is
koown to some of the Committee that certain
brethren who complain in these sheets of poor
attendance upon ti:eir ministry are among the
most devoted labourers in the Church. Still,
making allowance for such cases, it will be
found as a general thing that an earnest Minis-
ter is a succegsful Minister—that one that never
enters his study without a prayer for light, and
his pulpit but with a conscious message from
God, a message drawn from his own heart and
the very founta‘ns of truth-—one who * takes
heed not gnly to his ministry but to himgelf”—
and whose whole life is a commentary on
the truths which he teaches—everyone that
comes within bis reach will be touched by a
power which is not of this world, and those
“that dwell under his shadow will return,”
and many will rise up to call- him blessed,
Coming to them, from time to time, with no
hasty, crude, cold utterance, but with loving
-truth drawp from his own rich experience—oif
heaten for the sanctuary—they will feel his power
and acknowledge that God is there of & truth,
and being near to. Him, and fetching his sup.
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lies from Him, he will not be like one crying
in the wilderness, mouruning over empty pews
and barren results, but, on the contrary, a
source of attraction wherever he goes. tle
may goforth weepny, dut he goes furth bearing
precious seed, and ke witl doubtless come again,
Uringing his sheaveswith him. .

And in connection with this fresher and
truer presentition of the Gospel as a means of
attracting our people in great r numbers to the
sanctuary and quickening the life of the Church,
the Committee would also call attention to the
service of song tn the heuse of the Lord, and
recommend that Kirk-Sessions, with whom this
matter lies, aim at nothing lower than the best.
Who bas not felt the power of misic? Who
does not know what a maguct a sweet voice is,
even though the theme should be secular?
But when the theme is the love of God, the
Llessed life, the glories of redemption—when
those psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
which the Church has consecrated to this ser-
vice are employed and rendered with intelli-
gence,with * gravesweet melody,” in short sung
“with the spirit and the understanding,” how
much grcater the atiraction, especially 1o the
weary beart seeking rest in the world and find-
ing none? In short, let this service be what it
ought, or what it may be made with care—the
union, not of a few weak, stridulous voices here
aad there through the Church or in the Choir,
but the grand bleading of the whole Congrega-
tion in one hearly acclaim of praise, aad no
matter how dull the sermon, or stale the prayer,
there will be no lack of interest or lack of wor-
shippers; but, on the other band, let the sing-
ing ke poor, the preachiag poor, the praying
poor, aud what wonder that there should be a
lack of interest im, and a want of attendance
upon, the services? There may be places, con-
gregations, where it is vain to look forimprove-
ment in the other parts of the service, but there
are few places, congregations so destitute of
natural music that nothing can be done by
money or means towards developement. There
are young voices that can be trained, and there
is no lack of trainers and teachers in_the coun-
try, and believing that much may b= done in the
way of improvement in some neighb jurhiouds in
this respect, and believing farther that there is
na part of the service more enjoyed—none more
blessed for the cdification of the people—for
warming their hearts and giving a higher tone
10 their piety, the Cowmmittee would recommend,
2s an antidote to the evil complained of - poor
attendance on the service—not ounly great
fidelity in the presentation of the truth, but that
great attention be given to the ¥ service of
soog in the house of the Lord.” N

QUESTION JV.—Bints CLASSES ANXD Sap-
rATH Scrmoors :—Would you state, in & general
way, the condition of your B'ble Class and Sab-
bath > chools— tokens of prosperity ; signa of spi-
ritual life, &£¢.7 (¢) How many you]ng people

owing upinyour Congreg «tio1 neglectingare
ge instgrngtion offrred giluglhe Sabbgmh Schoot
or the Bible Glass? (&) Do you, the Minister,
cven though there be o Law Superintendent,
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take the active oversight ot your Sabbath
School? (c) Have you any services for the
children, in the Church ?

In regard to this gitestion the Committee have
had very great satisfiction. It would seem from
these 51 sheets that 30 of the reporting Minis-
ters superintend the Sabbath Schools them-
selves, even though there may be a Lay Super-
intendent, and take an active part in their
management, in sume iusta 1ces teaching a class,
and that 27 have services in the Churchstatedly
for the children. 1t would seem, moreover, that
nearly all the children capable of attending
avail themselves of the instruction offered in the
Sabbath School. In a few sections the School
is kept open only during the summer months,
and in oreor two cases there is no Sabbath
School connected with the *Congregation; but
generally speaking the children are well looked
after and carefully indoctrinatea in the truths
of the Gospel by a noble band of self-denying
labourers, who sow the sced tn the 1orning and tn
the ecening withhold not back, not knowing
whether thds or that shall prosper.  Nothing
i1decd can be more cheering and hopeful than
sqme of these returns bearing on Sabbath
Schools and the manner in which the youth is
being cared for.  Very fuvourable accounts also
have been reccived in regard to Bible Classes—
how that not a few have Leen quickened by the
truth brought before them—and that more than
one pastar bas been gladdened, not only by the
interest his instructions have awakened in his
class, but in seeing young disciples taking
Christian ground, quickly and firmly tesolved
to witness for God and righteousness.

But there is one difficulty connected with
Bible Classes to which the Committee would
call the attention of the Church—one noted by
several Ministers in their returns, namely the
difficulty of kecping hold of the young after
they reach a certain age—say 14 or 15—espe-
cially boys. About that age they begin to
leave, think lighily of the class, and in spite of
all that they bave heard and learced for years
many of them enter upon evil courses and grow
up to manhood, even to old age, without taking
the first step in the new life.  The difficuliy in
question is very well expressed in onc of these
sheets. Itis t{m statement of one well qualified
to speak on the subject.

*The younger children,” he says, *attend
% thd Sabbath Scheol very generally ; indeed,
@ ywhen the distance does not preveat them, there
% are scarcely any who do notattend. The chicf
“gifficulty is with thosc who think themselves
“to0 old to aitend, and yet do not feel them-
“selves prepared to become communicants. 1
“know no branch of work more important or
“more difficult than to reach these, nor any in
“which I feel, thatin proportion to waat I wish,
“1 have been sodefective.  Circumstances con-
“nected with my Church building have pre-
# vented me from carryving on my Bible Classes
¢ this year, and, therefore, I have little informa-
 tion to give and less of practical sngprestion
o impart in the matter, but the difficulty
“gtated 1 feel to be very great.”
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The most cheering feature perhaps which |subject are the returns 3o meagre and unsatis--
these returns present is the Sabbath School { factory as on this, and from them the Commit-
work—the fact that so few of the children of | tee fecl that many of the Congregations must
the Church are growing up in igoorance of ! be suffering from a lack of organization. and
divine things—that nearly all avail themselves some Ministers must be leftalmost alone in their
of the instruction which the Church offers, and | work.
are becoming familiar with those great doc-| Butinstead of giving way to idle complaints
trines which through faith are able to make ' the Committee would suggest that in such a
them wise unto salvation. In the majority of , case the Ministers lay themselves out to teach
cases the Mipister himself is the Superinteadent, | and train their people to work— to co-operate
and in some instances he teaches a class, and , with them in the many departments of Christian
meets with the teachers once a week for the , labour where their presence is so much nceded
purpose of prayer and studying the lesson for the , —as the prayer mecting, the sick room, the
coming Sabbath. Sabbath School. In new places, and places
The main complaint which has reached the , that have not had the benefitof a long am} well:
Committee in*regard to Sabbath Schools is the | organized congregation, it is vain 10 look for
lack of properly qualified teachers—the fact | many that are prepared for public address or
that many of them that are employed are mere | extemporaneous prayer, or evea visiting the
boys and girls, having but little patience—1little , sick and the poor—?lolding themselves ready
experience, and are altogether destitute of the | for such work 2nd waiting only for the invita-
bigher qualities of an instructor of youth. This | tion. There are gifted men and_women every-
is indeed a great evil, and when it is borne in ; where that require no pressing like the grape,
mind that the instruction of the Sabbath School | but drop their sweetness like the full boney-
is all the instruction that many children will ; comb, and are ripe and ready for Christian
ever receive in divine things—that many of . work, but generally such work requires prepa-
them have no one to care for their souls but the | ration, education, “practice, and_there are few
teacher—that everytbing igagainst them in the | Congregations, it 1s presumed, in which there
street, and everything against them at bome— ! are not sume that may not be so prepared. Let
that they never hear a prayer there, except it be | a Minister lovk around for such and train them.
a curse, and never hear God's name mentioned | —take them with him occasionally to the sick
but in wrath, it will be manifest that everything | room, draw forth their sympathies by what they
should be done that can be done in the way of {sce and hesr, and teach them to pray as “John

-

giving them—giving all—the best instruction"

that can be procured be emnloyed—teachers

also taught his disciples,” and if ther¢ be no
likely subjects in the Uongregation of mature
ears on whom Le canlay his hands be has the

possible, more especially that the best teachers |
{

whose years, position, piety and experience in |, Bible Class, which he can fill with promising
divine things may be expected to ggivc a higher | youth, and among thesc he may raise up a god-
1one to the work of the School. The only other Iy sced that Will%)e willing to co-operate with
suggestion which the Committee bave to offer | him in any or all the departments of Christian
in this connection is that whenever it is practica- | labour, and more than all, there are young com-

ble the Minister himself superintend the School. | municants that are coming forward from time

QUESTION V.—Cutrcy Work:—Do you!
find any lack of willing and intelligent people to |
lfcrfom the duties of Elders, Managers ort

ruatees, Sabbath School Teachers, Collectors, |
Members of the Choir, &¢, &c.” (1) What
yroportion of your people are doing any kind of
Church work? (6) Are there any persons in
vour Congregation fittcd to conduct Evangelis-
tic work, to whom authority might safely, and
with advantage, be given to carry on such work
under your supervision? (c) Is there any
room for Church extension, or Home Mission
cffort, in connection with our own Church, in
your Congregation?

A few of the returos to this question are of the
most chccring description, revealing much life
and much of the presence of the Master; but for
the most part they are of a very pain{'ul kind.
With the exception of 11 all speak of great dif-
ficulty in getting willing and intelligent persons
to discharge the duties stated, and the proportion
of the gcople doin an;i‘ kind of Church work is
noticed only by 7. That proportion ranges
from one-fourth to one-twenticth. There are 11
I-laces reported opea for Church extension or

Iome Mission cffort, bat only 5 persons compe-
tent to engage in evangelistic work. On no

to time to prufess their faith in Christ, and
might not these be taught, among otherthings,
that they will be expected to make themselves
useful in the Cengregation, and employ suck
gifts as they have for the service of God ? The
iden of working in the Church in any way is to
many a strange idea, and one respecting wuich
they need insiruction—line wpon lLine.  The
notion seems to be that in entering the Church
they enter it to hear sermons, partnke of sacra-
ments, and then go their way, absolved from al?
sin, and relicved from 8! duty. They believe
in the decrees of God—in the fact that Heis
working, but they bave no idea of working with
God and for God, or taking part in those great
redecruing agencies that are lifung up the
nations of the carth to a higher hife.

TYhere is certainly a great lack of suitable per-
sons to co-operate with the ministry 1 carrying
forward the work of the Church, but if so, the
Committee ate persuaded it is from no lack of
picty or talenton the partof the people, as
compared with other Churches, but solely from
the fact that they are not taught or tramned to
exercise their gifts. If there be churches where
the worship is anything but comely— where the
singing is bad, it is from 1o want of natural
music, bat from the want of development. 1€
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‘the affuirs of the Church are getting into con-
fusion—the Treasurer’s books at fault, and the
Minister’s stipend getting behind,and questions
about this and that payment arising, the trouble
will gencrally be traceable not to the want of
suitable men or men that could be made guit-
able, but to the want of organization. If there
be Sunday Schools poorly equipped, taught by
juvenile teachers who themselves need instruc-
tion in the first principles of the oracles of God,
there are those, it may be,within & stone’s throw,
who could be an unspeai:able blessing to those

schools—men of influence taking their ease—
-elderly women whose years and experience in
divine thiogs mi{ht be expected to give a high-{
er tone to the school—remaining at home, and

perhaps not knowing viry well what to make
of themselves ; and it the sick be unvisited and
the poor neg{ectcd, and the Missions of the
Church languish, it may be to some extent from
the want of will and the want of means, but the
Committee are persuaded that far more is it
from the want of organization. Let proper
efforts be put forth in the direction indicated
and no Church will be more prosperous and no
reople more happy. God will abundantly bless
ler provision, and satisfy her poor with bread.
He will also clothe her priests with salvation.
and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. But
1ot there be nothing done in this direction--no
teaching—no training—no organization—let
the Minister stand by in idle expectation, look-
ing for workers ready made to his band—elders,
sabbath school teachers, choristers, district
visitors, all thoroughly furnished for their work
21d only waiting the invitation, and what won- !
der that he should bave to lookin vain ? What!
wonder that complaints year by year come up!
from Congregations that there isa great lack |
of willing and intelligent people to take part,
with the pastor in the ministry ? The recom-!
mendation, therefore, of the Committee is, that|
in such cases where there is a lack of suitable
persons the Ministers set themselves to teach
and train such a5 are likely to be useful in the
‘Church.

QUESTION VI—Tuzs Moran CoxDiTioN OF

THE ProrLg : —What special sins prevail in your :

Congregation ? (a) Any efforts made lust year;
to check the evils of Intemperance ? if so, what
(b) Any cases of discipline last,
year, or calling for discipline last year? ’

The moral condition of the neople is rcpre-l
i

suceess”?

sented as on the whoie fair, perhaps as fuir as
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have not been fruitless, in more than one
insta.... they have been followed uvp with
marked success, and the Committee have
reason to believe that if the Church would wake
up to her duty in this regard and lift up her
voice against this sin—in no hesitating half-
hearted way, as if some undertone of gpology
were needed, but boldly and strongly—a great
deal would be done to stay its indulgence. And
at the present time, when all the Churches are
moving to some extent in this matter, and the
evil in question is overshadowing the whole
land and becoming more desperate and defiant
in its attitude, the Committee feel that they
would be wanting in their duty if they should
cloge their work at this time without offering
some suggestion of a practical kind, and the
only one that they can think of i3 to recommend
that the Ghoerch ask the Moderator to issuc on
an early day a pastoral letter on the subject.

QUESTION VII—Cusistiax Uxiox :—(a)
Have you any interchange of services with
brethren of other Churches? (&) Is there any
such rivalry among the neighbouring Churehes

| as to lead to laxity in discipline and growth
i of bigotry among the people? (c¢) If there is

a Canada Presbyterian Church, occupying the
same field as you do, is it necdful taat both it
and your Church continue to exist in that field?
(d) It not needful. is the spirit of the people,
on both sides, such as to make it desirable, or
practicable, that either now or at some future
time, they should be amalgamated ?

With regard to this question the committee
bave 1o statc that in consequence of the date
furnished being so scanty and imperfect they
can offer no report that would be of any
value. They have also to apologise for the
little time given to Ministers and Kirk-Svs-
sions to make up their returns, and the hnrried
way in which they themselves had to make up
their report. In consequence of the absence of
the Convener from the country, andother cir-
cumstances, they were not able to enter upon
their work until the 20th April.  This left them
only about forty days for the distribution of
their papers, the gathering in of the returns,
and the cmn*.iliug of the repurt.  Still they are
gratified with the comparatively large number
sent in—31 in all—and not only so but with
assurances from brethren of benehits derived from
these reports from year to year—how that in
their effurts to raise their peuple to a hi{}xcr life
they feel themselves backed by the Churcl,

any other section of the Church. Only thirteen | sustained and strengthened in their undertak-

cases of discipline are reported, although there
were cases which called for private remon-
strance or adwmonition besides those thirtcen.

They would here make grateful acknow-

ings.
'lcggments to several esteemed brethren for

valusble suggestions on many importaat points

Worldliness, intemperance, irreverence, Sabbath | connected with Church work, and for the better
profunation—the same sins in short which the, carrying on of that work they would re-
Commitiee noted last year in the returns brought | commend (1) that the Committee be re-con-
before them are mentioned again this year, as, siructed (2) that Presbyteries take order that
marting the Charch and preying upon its life. | these questions bearing upor Christian Iife and
S;ecial efforts have been put forth guring the { work be brought before each Congiegation

past year by scventeen Ministers to_stay the
cvils of intemperance, and a revived interest
seems to have been awakened in the subject by

4 large section of the Church. Those efforts;

within their bounds, and that full returtis_be
made to the same and forwarded in due time
to the Convener from year to year, and (3) that
the questions to be submitted from time to time
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to the Church in the first place meet with the !
sanction and authority of tne Synod.

All which is respectfully submitted by
DUNCAN MORRISON, Convener.

DELIVERANCE OF THBE SYNUD UN THE FOREGUIAG
ReronrT.

‘The following deliverance wat moved by Mr.
Campbell (Montreal), seconded by Mr. Wilkins
and passed unaaimously : That the Synod receive
and- adopt the report ; tender their thanks to the
Committee,and especiaily to the Convener; re-ap-

oint the Committee, and recommend the several

irk-Sessions within their bounds to co-operate
with said Commattee by reglying as fuliy and

romptly as possible to such questions as’ may

e transmitted by the Committee in prosecuting
the work entrusted to it ; and, with reference to
the matters detailed in the present report, express
their gratitude to Almighty God for the encou-
raging facts revealed, more especially for the
growing spiritual life visible in some of the
Congregations, and the measure of prosperity
vouchsafed to the Subbath Schools taken as a
whole, and that so few of the children of the
Church are neglecting the instruction which she
offers in her Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes;
and, in reference to the evils complained f—the
prevalence of certain sins, notably ibat of intem-
perance, the lack of spiritual life in many places,
the large numbers over the age of eighteen years
that have never taken Christian ground, that
are standing aloof from the Holy Communion
and bhave only a nominal connection with the
Church—deplore the same, and appoint that in
their devotional services to-morrow morning
the Synod make humble confession of these
evilg before God and plead with Him for a time
of refreshing from Hisprescace ,and in reference
to the evil which has been named—intemper-
ance—authorize the Moderator to issue & pastor-
al letter upon an early day, calling upun all
Ministers and Elders to unite together in such
measures as are likely to stay its indulgence;
and further that the recommendations of the
Committee anent a deeper consecration of the
Ministry to their work, as a means of raising the
spirirual life of the Church, a more close and
personal dealing with the flock than is common
1n sorne places, as ameans of checking the grow-
ing and slarming evil uf non-profession referred
toin the report, a more faithful and fresh presen-
tation of the éospel of the Kingdom with a due
regard to the service of song inthe House of the
Lord, as a means of attracting our people in
greater numbers to the sanctuary and quicken-
ing their spiritusl life, be carried out; and that
in the case of those congregations that are suffer-
ing trom the lack of properly yualified persons
to aid pastors in their wurk, due diligence be
used by thoss pastors to teach and train such
of their people as are likely to prove useful In
this regard ; that these recummendations be all
duly pondered by the Church, and that both
Ministers and Elders cxercise oversight over
the flock, both old and young, warsing every
man and teaching cvery man in all wisdum
that they may present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus.

[
“\

STATISTICS OF THE CHURCH.

The digest of statistics given in our
last issue was, as we mentioned at the
time, a condensed stutement based upon
imperfect returng, In point of fact, the
convener had materials supplied him from
only eighty-five congregations, while
forty-nine made no returns for 1873. In
justice to those who had transmitted the
desired information, it was thought right
to publish tueir figures, more or less fully,.
and, for the information of the Church at
large, it seemed proper to indicate in a
general way the numerical strength of the
non reporting charges. In order to de
this it was found necessary to fall back
upon previous reports. Insofar as the
mere numbers are concerned, we believe
the figures given in the Aungust number
of the Presbyterian are a very near
approximation to the actuxl number of
lona fide adhercnts and members of the
Church.

THE NUMBER OF FAMILIES

under wministerial supervision appears

be 11,945, or tuking five as the average
number of esch fumily, 59,725 individuals. .
Of these, 17,274 are communicapts. The
number attending Sakbath Schools and
Bible Classes is 11,487, under 1,193
teachers.

STIPEND.

Under this heading is found the amount
of stipend promised, or supposed to be
promised, from all sources—including the
amounts received from the Tempora.ities
Fund and Sustentation Fund. Inasmuch,
however, as this i3 a variable quaatity,
the only estimate thut can safely be given
of the average stipend of onr ministers
must be based upon the actual rcturns
for 1873. There are scventy only who
give us information upon this point, and
the aggregate sum reported by them is
863,998, giving an average of $914 to
each. This is doubtless above the average
of the whole Church. At the same time
it is confidently believed that a very con-
sidevable improvement has taken place
throughout the Church in this regard
since the date of last report, when the-
average of 110 ministers’ stipends was
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found to be §771. Tt is to be understood
that none of the congregations marked
thus (**) in the table of figures of last
month are taken into account in this
average estimate,

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SCIHEMES.

The whole amount reported by the
several treasurers of the schemes for the
year ending the 1st May, 1874, is $15,-
403, or, including Queen’s College Er-
-dowment Fund, 817,568.

By the failure of the Commercial Bank
in 1870, the church and college together
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lost $105,698 of their capital, and, about
the same time, Queen’s College was
deprived of an annual grant of $5,000
formerly received from government. As
showing to what extent the Church has
learned by these disasters to rely on her
own resources, and as a reliable index of
voluntary efforts in support of her schemes
during the seven succceding years, we
invite attenticn to the following table, at
the head of which s given the amounts
contributed during the year 1863, as a
standard of comparison :

CoxearaTive StamsvexT oF CoNTRIBUTIONS TO THE ScmeMes oF TaE CHURCH DTRING THE

LAST SEVEN YEARS, FROM 1868 To 1874, 1NCLUSIVE.
O 4 o . = 2 1A . m .
22 © N e/ = g ia .12 = . 3=
,5‘8“’ 258 2 | & | & Sgiffes] 24| o324
Years O gg =S RE2| = » 2 Peli= 53l 8@ 8 8 Totals.
s8R 2R ETE 8 | £ | 8 F23|53385 52| 8.8
e i 2| B | £ 222 TER | s
2 B | m n 3 ol - RG] o2
] S{sis|s|s|s]|s|s $ ¢ $ c
1865 | 103 | 4,251,436 | 539 | 445 | 815 |, 645 Loeveri]one vaeeaananes 8,196.48
1368 | 109 |12,518] 1,524; 493 | 410 {1,160 | 355 839 |.eeeenlins cvee oneesesl  17,306.74
1869 ' 108 | 5,502 2,525 486G | 441 814 ......... 812 | 200 | 21,255.831 32,036.77
1870 | 110 8,299 1,974 502 | 444 789 | 206 512 144 | 33,166.73| 46,039,65
1371 1 105 | 9,092 2,265 580 | 452 11,278 ! 195} 774 192 | 22,786.66] 37,418.07
18724 105 | 8,961) 2,102| 663 | 508 {1,656 | 712 8§75 | 210§ 14,819.90] 30,512.82
1873 - 108 | 8,017 2,381 791 498 | 785 ;1,207 | 920 | 227 8,380.34f 23,269.32
1874 ¢ 109 | 7,859] 2,454{1,197{ 646 632 {1,333 [1051 | 207 | 2,164.90] 17368.00
- 60,310' 15,229' 4,721 (3,201 7,137 14,010 15,784 | 1,181 | 102,574.36! 204,151.37

Errata. — The amounts of stipend
placed opposite P1cKERING and PAKEN-
HAM are evidently wrong, although they
ccrrespond  with the manuscript.

$60.
CraTHAM avd GRENVILLE, by falling
back upon an old repoit as we find it
stated in March, 1873, that 8350 was at
that time added to the stipend, which
changes the figures from $600 to $950.

We find a sufficient and suitable com-
mentary on the published statistics of our

reach, ready-made to’ cur hand, in the

- - . . g‘l g
leading cditerial of our exccllent conten-, & iiated to double its number ™ twenty-

' monly well.

That :
for Pickering should read $660 instead of |
Injustice has also been done to

*added to the church.
| Church,

aimed at us. But the cap fits uncom-

“In reading the reports given by the Pro-
testant Churches of our Dominion at therr
annual gatherings i May and June, one is
painfully struck with the disproportion® that
exists in all the churcbes, between the number
of pastors at work and the numler of couverts
Here is a Protestant
which, according to the lastreport that
L:as reached us, is employing 123 pastors, and
the clear additions to the church, after deduct-

i ing tosses by death and removal, are 435, which

is at the rate of 3} for cach pastor, and this

: church is one of the most cnergetic and pros-
i perous in Canada.
xwh':ch are barely holding their old ground,

There are other churcnes

innswuch as they lose about as muny as they
ain dvring the year. A healthy population is

porary, TBE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTH- | fice vears, but a bealthy church should exceed

Ly for August, and which, having been
penned  before these statements appeared
in pirt, covld nct possibly have been

this, icasmuch as, inaddition to its own natural

Fincrease, it should obtain accessions from the
' community, still large in_all Christian coun-

4

trics, that Lic outside the Christian Church.
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It is time that Christians in Canada were
looking the painful and humiliating fact, to
which we have referred, fairly in the face. It
is good to see handsome churches springing up
everywhere; it is good to multil}ly colleges
and nll them with able professors; it is good
to raise the standard of ministerial education;
itis good to educate o clearer views and a
holier life the people who are already members
of our churches ; but we shall jose the day, as
against the world and the devil, not fully and
finally, out temporarily and comparatively,
unless we get our young men and young women
in larger numbers to accept discipleship in the
Church of Christ.”

MISSIONARY ITEMS.

The Misstoxany Herarp of the Irish Pres-
byterian Church concludes an interesting
resumé of its missionary operations for the
year, with these hopeful remarks :—

«The outlook into the future is full of encour-
agement. Everywhere the sowing and the
reaping are goiug on together, and striking in-
stances of the power of the Gospel come so fast
that we almost overlook their importance. The
baptism of a Mabarajah in India this year im-
presses our public Christian opinion little more
than the baptism of & Brabmin, but it shook
society in his town of Jullundhur to its centre.
There are districts of China where the Mission
has proved itself so irresistible that the people
are trying to fight it with its own weapons—
opening schools, erecting hospitals, and preach-
ing heathenism in the streets. Progress is so
rapid that even one Church, like the Presby-
terinn—one, though divided into sections by
difference of country and procedure—has about
a hundred and fifty ministers scattered over
India and Ceylon, ministering to thirty thou-
sand peoglc, of whom eight thousand have
been gathered out as first fruits from the
heathen, The same Goverament that sixty
vears ago refused Judson permission to land,
and dreaded the mission asa danger, is now the
chief witness in the missionaz"s avour.”

A Parsee writes to the fombay Guardiar
that the only hope of their race, numbering
some 80,000 in Indw?‘ being saved from extinc-
t'on is in adopting Christianity. That journal
states that there are thousands of educated
Parsees in Bombay who have entirely lost con-
fidence in their own system of religion and are
rerfectly convinced og the truth of Christianity.

ke writer cxpects the time when vasts num-
bers of them will come out for Christianity

together.

The three great conquertng religions of the.
world have successively laid hold of India. It}
is twenty-five centurics since Buddhism began '
its aggression, and Buddhism has shrunk away
into %urmah and Ceylon. For over nine cen-
turies Monammmedanism was seated on the most
brilliant Indian thrones, gct every sceptre has
fallen from its hands, and not one-fifth of the
population belicves in its creed. Christianity
came last, weak, despised, and persecuted by

its own rulers; and the vast edifice of Brab. |

2

-

I7

minisia is tottering already in every province—
tottering and doomed. The stone that was cat
without hands hath smitten the image of the
heathen, and the Glod of heaven fhath set up «
kwngdons whick shall never be destroyed .
but ot shall break in pieces and consume all the
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever,

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE LOST?

“ What must I do to be lost " *+ Ne-
gleet so great salvation.”  Itis not ncces-
sary to D0 anything. Wearelost already.
Jesus offers to save us; but if we reject
His offer we remiin as we were. * How
shall we escape if we NEGLECT so great
salvation ?”  Iscape is impossible if we
neglect the only means of safety. If a
deadly serpent bites you, and you refuse
the only remedy, you die. If youw are
drowning and will not seize the life-buoy
thrown to you, you sink. Neglect is ruin,
Jesus alone can save the soul ! Neitheris
there salvation in any other. O simner,
your dammation is sure if you neglect
Jesus. 1f he that despised Moses' law
died without mercy, of how much sorer
punishment shall he be thought worthy
who hath trodden under foot the Son of
God? Dost thou think God will not
execute His threatenings, that thou canst
escape His piercing eye, or that the rocks
will cover thee? Vain hopes! There is
no cscape but te come to Jesus, and
simple neglect is certain perdition! ¢ Be-
cause I called, but ye refused, . .
then shall they call, but I will not answer ;
they shall seek Me, but shall not find Me !
O sinuer, escape this awful threatening !
Jesus NOW stands with open wrms. e
entreats you to be saved!  Come with all
your sius and sorrows—come just as you
are—come at once! He will in nowise
cast you out.—Nuoman Hell.

TEMPERANCE.

A report of & committee of the Senate of the
Dominion Parliament acknowledgcs the receipt
of 993 petitions in favour of & prombitory liquor
law signed by 349,294 persons. All the seven
Provinces of tbe Dominion are represented in
these figures. All join in asserting that thke
vice of intemperance is fearfully prevalent and
increasing, resulting mainly from the facihties
afforied '17 law to the traffic in intcxicating
liquors. The petitioners assert that this traffic
is'shewn by careful enquirics to be the cause of



218 THE PRESBYTERIAN.

three-f urths of the pauperism, immorality and | restoring, asfar as may be possible, the vencrable
crime fonnd in this country, and they accor-jand interesting ruins of the Catbedral, and pro-
dingly pray for a law to prohibit the manufac- | poses effectual measures for preserving them
ture and sale of irtoxicants. These returns }rom further decay. People of all lands will
shew that for the year ending 30th June, 1873, | feel interested in the preservation of these
the quantity of liquors imported into Canada | memorials of the cradle of Christianity in
for hume conswmmption was 2,910,304 gallons | Britain.

aod the quantity manufactured in addition | ey Mppway Cosreresce recently held in
thereto, 16,303,625 gallons ; the total value !y6,don, is another phase of Evangelical Alli-

being 11,860, 243. . lance to be put down on the credit side of the
In accordance with a recommendation of the | religious Ledger. At thi§ annual gathering

committee the Domizion Goverrrnment have ! opristians of all denominations meet  for
appointed commissioners to proceed to the | praver and conference on spiritual work.” The
Umted States, to enquire into the working of | g41éndance this year was large, showing a
prohibitory laws there and to report. manifest increase of interest. The add:esses

In the meantime, private Associations for the | wore partly on devotional subjects, and partly
suppression of intemj.crance are multiplying all | o, " ohies of information. Dr. Bernardo spoke
over the land. At 1% last meeting, the Synod !, 4o street children of London. It might
of the Church of Scotland in Canada organized | o 10404 broadly, but aceurately,” he said, ¢ that
iself into ©a comprenensive LemMperance }yyare were at this time 200,000 childres under
umon,” (1.) For the promotion of habits of | 100 of sixteen, dependent on parochial relief,
temperance ; (2), for the reformation of intem- and the importance of this fact would be scen
perance; (3), for the removal of the eauses | ¢hopn it was borne in mind that 100,000 crimin-
Which lead to intemperance. A Society has | 350 neraed from our prisons after having been
been organized in Montreal under the name of | 1,010 o chort time as their home, with no other
the “Temperance Vigilance Association,” to |, " %" "0 wide. wide, world.”
assist the authorities there in_enforcing the I{fm\'csrovm is the name )tbl)osed by Dr.
existing laws, specially in regard to the heens- | g4 (o0 0" r Bainbureh, for a fluturc settlement
ing system. Ano'her, supported by the leading | % 0p 0 hart of Africa, whick should become a
merchants of the city, exists for the one object ofy 0o of Christiauity, education, commerce and
discountenancing bar-room drinking. civilization, to perpetuate the name and the
memory of tallle devoted M'{%sionayy' whoszb(li)ust.

was lately deposited in Westmimster Ry .
Qur Sanctum. I1t would yccrt};inly be a grand national com-
- memoration of Livingston and a work of philan-

The Scottish Anti-patronage Bill has passed | thropy worthy a great christian nation. “Half-a-
through the Committee of the IHoase of Com- | duzen Europeans of education, assisted by a few
mons with very few alterations, and will - practical men, would be enough to begin the
mediately reccive the Royal Assent. The | undertahing; around these a native community
Bill provides that the Act shall come into | would gradually gather. To show the Africaus
furce on the 1st day of Junuary, 1875. The the advantagoes of such settlements and the
friends of the Church have good reasen to con- | benefit that would cume to them under the
gratulate themselves on the result, and can shelter of Christianity, was one of the great
now point to the Church of Scutland as the jaims of Livingston's life, and it was his fear
Freest Church on the face of the earth—free to | that his life would end before he had been able
preacl the gospel to the poor, without money | to accomplish this object. Dr. Stewart is in
and without price, and as free frum State con-, favour of a situation on the shores of Lake
trol as needs to be.. Nyassa, 408 miles up the Zambesi.”

Ax InporTaNT MOVENENT bas begun in Lon-| The Rev. T. A. Guodwin, a Methodist minis-
don in the interest of the Church of Scotland in | ter in the Western States is likely to be tried
England. The prorosal to build a Church in {for beresy, on account of views expressed by
the West End of London has been favourably | him in his book ¢ the mode of wran’s immortali-
received,and the Rev. Donald McLeod, of Glas- | ty,” wherein he states disbelief in the resurrec-
gow, is named ag the probable minister. This |tion of the material body, and holds that at
church is to be the first of twelve wkich are to | death the believer passes at once, in his entirc
be built in England, cach being placed in the | personality, into Glory. Most of us, we aplyre-
centre of large po ulations. hevd, have accustomed oursclves to think of

Dr. McCosH, of Princeton, has been enter- [departed friends after this fashiom, without
tained at a public breakfast in Belfast. The |stopping to enquire Aow or why. What we do
learn.d principal while on a private visit to ot ‘l)mow now about this mysterious change
Grent Britain and Irelapd bas been advocating | we shall know hereafter, and there is no nee
the claims of his pet scheme for holding a great | to subject ourselves to the _rcbhuke, * thou
Pan-Presbyterian Council. The proposal has | fool ™!
met with favour in high quarters. IF THE TINE IS EVER TO BR WHEN THE DEvVIL

TIoxa. The Duke of Argyle has employed a | shall have more power over the lives and con-
staff of men under a competent architeci to{ versations and the consciences of men than he
open up the ancient mounds, in the hope of dis- { aow has, we may well pray that wo shall not
~covering valuable architectural remains that [live to see it. The very air we breathe is
~Jhave lain buried for ages, for the purpose of | poisoned with loathsome malaria. Iatemper-
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ance, profane swearing, perjury, robbery, sui-
cide, murder, and other crimes, which even to
name woulu be unlawful, are becoming the
staple burden of what we have been in the
habit of calling respectable journals. It is
coming to this, pay, has it not already come?
that fathers of families are oftea-times ashamed
to carry home with them the daily papers.
Can nothing be done to restrain within decent
limits this everflowing, overflowing, polluted
stream. It is not that we would shut our eyes
to crime or suffer it to go unrebuked ; what we
complain of is the broadcast sowing of theseeds
of impurity by the publication of detailsin them-
selves revolting and aggravated enough, but
made tenfold more baneful from the exaggera-
ted and pictorial manner in which they are heart-
lessly and thoughtlessly *embellished.” In
these days of co-oPerative Unions, and of

Press Associations,” might it not be possible
to concentrate attention on this subject, and to
work out a reformation.

The Rev. Mr. Knight, of Duundee, i3 expected
to visit Montreal shortly. He will be the guest
of Rev. Dr. Murray, of McGill College, during
bis stay in town.

LITERATURE.

Tey MineTes' TaLks oN ALL SorTs oF SUBJECTS,
by Elibu Burritt: Lee & Shepard, Boston, p.p.
360 ; $1.50.

“The Learned Blacksmith” has given us
many very pleasant ten minutes’ talks in these
pages. Thirty-seven homilies—brief of course—
sketchy, some of them brilliant, all readable.
He sits for his own portrait, and is the first sub-
ject talked about.
in 1810—so he is not so old as he looks By
his own showing he is a “horn genius,” and,

!
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addresses. But what good did he accomplish?
Well, ;the American civil war suddenly extin-
guished his scheme for ** Compensated i)manci—
1-ation ;” but what of that? The slave is free!
As for the Ocean Penny Postage, he may not

et all the credit for it, but already we have the

oon—a penny for the land carriage oun either
side, and a penny for the ocean! As for the
International Peace Association, in connection
with which he laboured for twenty years, Mr.
Burritt found ample compensation for bis
gratuitous services in the Tribunal of Arbitra-
tion which metat Geneva to settle the Alabama
Claims,

The succeeding chapters are pleasant and
profitable reading—we1l worth the money
asked for the book, for a copy of which we aje
indebted to War. Dryspars & Co., No. 232 St.
James Street, Montreal.

THE Brimisa AND FcreiGy EvanGeLicat RE-
vIEW for July is fully freighted with solid read-
ing. * Theology in the Work and Growth of the
Church,” by Professor W. R. Smith, is an
claberate and convincing plea for systematic
theology as an indispensable branch of educa-
tion for the ministry. Professor Blaikie's paper
on ‘“the Revival in Scotland ” takes a pbil.so-
phical view of the movement. Without going
into the details, it seeks for the roots of the
thing, and deals with its tendencies and results.
% Galilee in the Times of Christ,” by the Rev. 3.
Merrill, shows great research, and is valuable
historically.

Goop Worps for August has an average
number of readable articles, among which are,
“A Missionary Bishop”—a touching biographbical
sketch of good Bishop Pattison. “ Beaten Men

¢ was born in Connecticut ; and Womnen,” by the author of Lady Bell, and

Part iv. of ¢ The Great West"” by Rev. Geo. M.
Grant, the accomplished author of “ Qcean to

boasts that at fifty he had followed a wider | Ocean.” The chief attraction of the SgNpay

diversity of occupation, and bandled more tools
in manual labour than any other live American.
He is too wise to assert that he excelled in any.
How could he? The blacksmith’s apprentice
was a book-worm, blowing the bellows with
one hand, readin Homer or'Buclid in the other.
Before he was thirty years old he had made
himself acquainted with nearly all the lan-
guages of Kurope and Asia, including Greek
and Hebrew, Syriac, Chaldaic, Samaritan and
Etbiopic. He was & * dominie " for & year and
& balf, but couldn't s1and that. He became a
commercigal traveller; it did'nt suit him. He
went back to the anvil. Between times he
translated Iclandic Sagas and Samaritan epis-
tles. He next appears as a_public Lecturer,
drawing crowded houses, and in the meantime
becomes Editor of a wceitly magazine devoted
to the Anti-slavery cause, Temperance, Peaoe,
&c. These, and the “ Ocean Penny Postage’
became his life-hobbies. In the prosecution of
them he visits and revisits Britain and the
Continent. He makes the acquaintance and
gains the friendship of savans and statesmen,
and philanthropists in various countries, If he
does not receive much money, he gets fiattering

Magazine is *“ the Editor's Room "—the last fow
pages of each number—where we always seek
and find some good gear in small bundles,

PLaINNESS OF SpeEcH.—A minister in the
United States had & negro in bis family. Onpe
Sunday, when he was preaching, he happened
to look in the pew where the negro was, and
conld hardly contain himself as he saw the
man, who eould not read or write a word, serib-
bling awsay most industriously. After service
he said to the negro, “ Tom, what were you
doing in church ?”  “ Taking notes, masss. All
de gemmen take notes” *Bring your notes
here and let me see them.” Tom brought his
notes, which looked more like Chinese thar
English. “Why, Tom, tbis is all nonsense.”
&1 thought o, massa, all the time you was.
preaching it,”

A word of kindness is a seed, which when:
dropped by chance, springs up into a flower,
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THE LAKE OF GALILEE.

What can be more intcrcsting'.; A qnilet
ramble : 1 - is s sea! e! i srd sessi ; 5
1,‘1‘?3953 }:‘:.nt]%f %cn:;ﬁ;‘t ;l‘ :3 tl!‘:: aa](;’r‘fl:;o‘a‘_ :d é}(‘::v 'THE }lnrty-tln.rd session will begin on the first.
acr: and the eye of divine love hus gazed a 1 ,_-“ ednesday E-‘ th) of.ﬁctober next. Matx{;-

. Y. * {culation examinations will co

thousand times upon this fair ex anse of lake. gav after. \Co!pies‘o?;lhe ’Caler:g:ﬁ'c!}gi (s):ss;ozex
axd land. Oh! It is surpassingly beautiful at 12543 giving full informationsas to course and
this eve~ing hour. Thuse western hills sllrctch ' subjects of study, Scholarships, &c., may be ob-
their lengthening sbadows over i, as 1oving | yained on application to the Registrar. Profess
mothers drop the gauzy curmins,rouxtl_thh‘z'_“owat, KiII)II:‘;;tOD. Princi lgISQnodr’gr};gg e‘s:i(l»{
cradle of ther sleeping babes.  Son of God | gis0p- icati ¢ omi
:\m; Saviour of the w:orl%! with Thee my thank- ! :,:f,g ito! (il?cpgi}i?;;gsogo;mlznxi(ﬁ!ggﬁtcé\Om!na-
fal spirit seeks communion 1eve on the thres- | ueen's College. Kingston. 14 May 1874
hold of Thine carthly home. All tkingsremind . Q B¢, hingston, 7 184,
me of Thy presence and Thy love, :

i Queen’s University and College.

The Land and the Book.

How pleasant to me thy deep blue wave.
U sea of Galilee !

Far the glorious One who came 1o sarve,
Hatl often stood by thee.

Fair are the lakes in the Iand | love,
Where pine 2nd heather grow,;

But thou hast loceliness above
\What nature can bestow.

It iz not that the wild gazelle
Comes down to Arink thy tide,
But He that was picerced, to save from hell,
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