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 NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The Spanish Consul at Liverpool offered &
A liberal reward for informatiou which will
lead to the discovery of the shipments of
Arms to the insurgents in Spain, and insur-
Tectioniats in the Spanish eolonies,

Miss Rothschild to.day married Eliot
Constantine York, son of Earl Hardwicke.

Mail advices from Rio Janeiro state that
Yellow fever is raging violently in Rio, the
Dumber of deaths averaging 40 daily.

The census of Brazil comspleted, shows the
Population of the Empire to be 10,000,000,
‘neludmg nearly 2,000,000 slaves and 250,-

000 Aborgines.

From Paris we learn that Prince Alphonse
80n of Don Carlo, one of the aspirants to the
throne of Spain, was expected to arrive in
that city on the I3th, in preparation for “any
eventualities that may occur at Madrid,

It is said the prineipal Communists of
London, Brussels, and Geneva have started
from those cities for Madrid.

The French Government has issued in-
Structions to the authorities along the Span'
ish frontier to redouble their vigilance for
the prevention of the violations of French
heutrality.

Under date of 1Ith inst, we learn from
Madrid that Bands of Carlists have made
their appearance 1n the Province of Toledo.

The Senate has, by a vote of 59 against 6,
Passed a motion of confidence in the Minis-
try on the question of the course towards the
Artillery with regard to the recent demon-
Strations of insubordination in that branch of
the army.

The Government has created an Orduance
Depa.rtment

The Bill for the abolitton of slavery inPor-
<o Rico, will be taken up in Congress to day
for discussion. i

The snow storm which prevailed here
yeﬂterday also extended throughout the

Northern Provinces, where the fall was very

eavy.

King Amadeus manifests a dlspontwn to
8bdicate the crown, in which case he will
Tesign his power into the hands .of the
Cortez, The cily is quiet.

The Cortes yesterday was the central

256 yeas, agninst 32 nays,

point of interest, and bulletins of its pro:
ceadings were anxiously awaited by crowds
of persons in all. the public phwea of the

. city,

The £§§0Houses assembled at a la.te hour in
the day. The formal message of abdication
of King Amadeus was read in each Chamber

separately. It opens with the statethent

that the King has  maturely considered the’
question of what ¢course. he ought to pursne:
with reference ‘to the Spnniak throne, and
has firmly resolved uport ‘that course. When
he accepfed the érown, he did'so under the
belief that the loyalty of the people who

“had; called him’ would compensate for' the
AineXpenence which he brought to his task.

He had found that herein he -was deceived.’

the course now détermined upon, but tliey
are Spaniards. By them Spa.m had been
kept in perpetual disquiet. All bis efforts to
quiet her or put an end to the ‘inbrigues
which were the source of her aglhatlon had
proved unavailing, It was not enongh that
be had a partisan support, He had no
wish to remasin on the:throne as king ofa
party. He therefore announced his ab-
dication on behalf of himself and his hau'n

Senor Pio then proposed a resolut.son, “es’
tablishing & Republic and vesting in the as’
sembly the supreme power.

" Upoh ‘the complation of tho rda,dmg,

,tbe Senate and Congress met together in

the chamber of the latter and ~constituted
themselves the Soversign.Cortes of Spam,

called to the chair andin a brief speech db
clared himself ready to answer for the ‘jre.
servation of order and the execution 9!
the decree and of the sovereign power.’
A vote was then takeh on the question of ac

oepting withont disonssion the abdication of

Amadeus aud it was aooephod ummously, .

A commission from the members of the
Senate and Congress was thon hppointed {5
draft a reply to' the messige, anﬁoano,f.‘her
commisjon to accompany the King to -the
frontier,

The resolution was adopted by & yote o!

....
il

The Assembly was still {n Qeleon whon

the foregoing news wae telegrapbed from
Madrid.

No further news had been received from

‘| Madrid. The annourcement of the abdi-:

cation produces & most profound sensation -
in Berlin.

The German papers hint that. tt was caus' :
4d by French intrigues.
. An Ttalisn frigate hes sailed from; tbo port

of Naples for Lisbon lo:meet  Amadeus; and - .

sonvey him to this country. - -Andther mian® °
of-war bas gone to Valencla w ‘bring away
the ex-King's sueudanwe and Court equip
age. -

“The Federal Obunoil has decided fo exps] -
Bishop Mermillod rrom ‘the canbon oi‘ Ger

| nova.
If the enetnies who had beset his path bad |

been foreigners, he would not have taken’

. Thae Federal Counail have addmuod alet
ter to the Papal Charge d'Affairs at Berne,
denying in a sharp manner the right of the
Pope to dismember the Bishopric of Swit-
gerland. The- letter requires Bishop Mer*
millod to decide quickly whether he intends
to obey the Pope or the Swiss Goyernment,

From Vienna we learn that the Bill pro-
viding for Ministerial electoral reform has
received the approval of the Emperor, and
will soon bé présentéd to the Reiohrat,

The abdmatxon ‘of tho Spanish King, shews .

“clearly what s state that country is in as re*

.gards politics, and the atter impossibility of
governing it fa dnything like constitutional
principles. Since ‘the death of Ferdinand
V11, over forty years ago, the oountry has
been delivared up to revolutionary men

| sures, the leadars onqny side haviag (Lele

Senor Bivero,President of the Congress, was | owa interests alonain. view, while the trad:-

tions of the people are all in favor of the le:
ptxmate motarchy, d1bt of speculative poli:
ticians have been atlempting to impress’-

(what are oal}ed Repubhcan xdm upon

them.: ...
. We are decidediy of opm«m that the -
Spanuh Republic in fall blast at Madrid,

1.will have the parmanence of a Tinelfth Night

Qheen’& reign; and the unhappy land will ba- .

‘again drenclred’ wm;otsa b!ood of ‘it - peo*

SIS

ple.
"FRIDAY, 14Lh.--The ‘culing match between

| the Jersey aity olub and the. Hamilton' city -

1 club; resulted in » mmy for m Can.d"iam-l
R‘ Hsmﬂtﬂl' f. ; e .
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(Concluded fron Dage 630

The 7%ines commences a critique of the new
drill and taetics by referring to the infantry:
— In the first place, says our contemporary
the battalion used to be the unit, and there
has been an almost universal consent among
tacticians that it is too larre to Le held in
Lhand by one man, since the tendency has
increased to cover wider spaces with the
sume number of men, ‘This tendeny comes
directly from the power of the breechloader,
which covers more ground with its fire than
the old weapon. The Prussians divided their
hattalions into four companies, placed a
mounted officer in command of each com
pany. and gave him and his 250 men more
responsibility and power of initiative. The
plan was found to work admirably, combin-
ed as it was with much tactieal practice for
all the junior oflicers. Inch company wus
formed into two divisions, so Lhat there were
cight divisions in a battalion. In thie English
battalions there are for the future to be eight
companies, and four of them, or a half-batta-
lion, are to be placed under the command
of one of the majors, who is of course mount-
ed. As English batlalions are weaker than
Prussian, and as there is nosuch scheme for
the perpetual supply during war of men
trained previously in the battalion, there can
be no doubt that the half-battalion will
practically become not much stronger than
the Prussian company. The English officers
being also more numerous in proportion to
their men than the Prussians it will be poss-
ible for the msjor to control alarger force
than the Prussian company. DButa further
step has been taken, aud one of almost in-
estimable value. Accordmg to the old Drill.
bool, ofticers were warned that, [ler Majesty
having approved the regulations, no devia-
tion from them wus to be permitted. No
encouragement was held out in the English
service to those whio were ready to take re-
sponsibility, while exactly the contrary feel
ing was impresscd on Drussian officers.
They were allowed every latitude, and held
responsible that no Regulutions should be
premitted to hinder their taking the initia-
tive. [n the new order given by the Duke
of Caumhrid g2, majors ave told that much will
depend on their adapting their movements
to the exigencies of the moment, and they
are to understand that it is their duty to
profit by any openings which may occur,
without wailing for orders, This may be
accepted as one of the mostimportantorders
ever given to the English Army, and the
fact is so inspiring that we hardly like to
express the wish that it had been couched in
the same terms as the oue following it,
whereby officers commanding divisions or
brigades are told to understand clearly that
the formations for attack and changes of
front laid down are not intended to be ad-
hered to ‘‘unless thefeatures of the ground
and the numbers and dispositions of the
enemy suit.” *ln every case they wust
exercise their own judgment in adopting
the formation best suited to the actual cir-
cumstances,”’

Proceeding to details, our contemporary
thinks it rather a weak point that two of the
small English companies are to be put to-
gether and called a double company, as it
appears that one-half of the double com.
pany will frequently beskirmishingsupported
by the other half,and as all experience of mo-
dern war teaches that the supports will in-
evitably press forward into the line of skir.
mishers, breaking up into skirmishing order
themselves, there will,certainly baa mixture

!
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of men known only partially to the .éemox'

- captain, who will of course, in such a case

take the command. To obviate this difk-
culty, cach doubla company is recommended
to work constantly at drills as a compound
body, so that both captaing may be acquaint-
ed with the men of both single companies.

Heretofore, no authorised formation for
attack other than the advance of a whole
brigade in line has existed, but the new or
der will cause a battalion acting alone to
send either n definite half-battalion or half
of each half-battalion to the front as skir-
mishers and supports. The remainder will
follow in column of double companies or in
line, uccording to circumstances, the skir-
mishers being 500 yards in front of the main
body and the supports 200 yards. The Times
observes on this: **None of the advocates
of progress in tactics, so far as we are aware
wished to ubolish the line altogether, and
substitute heavy columns of attack forit.
What they wished to seeabolished was that
long sufl, theoretical line of battalions,
bound fast to each other,so slow in formation
so crippled in advance, Lorrowed from Ger—
man Irederick, and long ago cast off as an
incumbrance by mod -rn German tacticians.
They wished to substitute for it some such
formation as the new one promulgated by
authority—a number of small bodies each
working independently, except in so far as
it must not lose the others or fail to sup-
port them in emergencies, capable of chang-
ing from line to column, or into a mixed
formation of skirmishers, line and small
columns, acting always *according tocircum-
stances.! Thereis not a military nation in
Europe which does not use the line when
occasion serves, and no nation uses heavier
columns than were constantly exposed to
fire on Salisbury Plain. Theold controversy
of line versus heavy columns of atiack, was
settled long ago, and has really nothing to
do with the questions which have so lately
agitated the minds of soldiers, and are now
settled for the present by the necw order.
F'or the present we say, because no man
can predict when some new development in
weapons or increase in mobility may render
further modification of forms necessary.
We are far; however, from anticipating such
further changes, at any rate fora long time,
Lecause the new orderot attack isadaptable
to many unforeseen circumstances, and ofli-
cers are not only permitted, but enjoined to
think for themselves, and act nccording to
theso circumstances.

“ The formation for a battalion acting
alone as an attacking force will be—half of
it in front skirmishing (either one of the
half battalions, or half of each half buttalion)
the remainder being held back as a main
body, eitherin double company columns or
in line, according to eircumstances. The
supports of theskirimishers (two companies)
are 10 be in open file, that is tosay, they will
not form stiff lines, but flexible ones, the
individual soldiers being, therefore, more or
less independent. 'They are to be 200 yards
behind the skirmishing line. Doubtless this
will come to be ‘according to circumstances’
ton—for no oflicers would be jusitied in ne-
glecting the cover of a house or a dip in the
ground to give shelter to his men. If we
look back to the old English practice, as
exempliied by the Light Brigade in the
Peninsula, and related by one of the actors
themselves, Calonel G. Gawler in his Essenti-
als of Good Skiymishing (a book well worth
republication), we find it laid down that
while no man, standing up in his rank,
touching a comrade right and left of him in
a line, may be premitted to shrink one inch
from shot or shell becanse in that case he

| Fssnuany I8, 1s7a,

would derange the formation, exactly the
opposite course is proper for skirmishers.
He ‘who in a skirmish nezlects to vike the
most of every fool of eaver, his no right to
the title of a wise soldier.”

I'or these and
other reasons the place of the supports will
doubtless ba ‘according to circumstances,
the distance being only laid down as a guide.
The main body is always to deploy when un-
der fire. Doubtless in war it will often rein
force the skirmishers, for we ave entirvely
sceptical as to the possibility of a line of half
battalions in formation making their way
where a line of half battalions in skirmishing
order has failed.

* A brigade is to send to the vn! one of
its battalions (which of them is to depenid on
circumstances), four of its compauies in
skirmishing ovder and four in support.
‘When circumstunces of ground render advis:
able the skirmishers may advance by ranks
the front rank 100 yards or so in advance of
the rear rank.” Supports, with open fites,
200 or 300 in rear of the skirmishers, re-
maining battalions “in line of half batt«'ions
double columns, at deploying distanes: 1)
or 400 yards in rear of the supports,” If i
brigade happen to have four battalions, one
of them ‘will be placed as areserve, 400 or
500 yards in rear of the centre, il possible,
under cover, and either in battalion o half
battalion double columns.’

(T2 be Continued;
S

The German Government, is now consider
ing the claims of the varions German States
to share in the captures made from the
French during the Iate war. DBavaria, Six-
ony, and Wurtemberg hive already been
put in possession of the trophies which were
won by their armies in the field, but the
booty given up at capitulations has not yet
been distributed. AtSedan the French de
stroyed all their military insignia except an
eagle, whieli was afterwards foundZin a diteh,
30 that the booty to be divided ccousists only
of guns and the arms and ammunition of
the French troops. AsthelBavarian army
and the Saxon corps d wrmdée took part in
this battie, they claim a share in the spoil.
T'be only corps which could put forward a
claim to divide the spoil of Metz with Prus-
sia is the Hessian division, which has since
been amalgamated with the Prussian Avmy,
‘T'he same is the cise with the Baden corps
which fought at Strasburg. The Meckien-
burgers, who were engaged at 'l'oul, might
claim the eagle of the Mobiles and the flag
of a dragoon regiment which were given up
at the capitulation of that town; Lut they
too, have since been incorporated with the
Prussian Army. At the capitulation of Paris
1912 guns, but no flags, were given up to the
German troops, and a portion ol thesa are
claimed by the Bavarians, Sixons, anld Wurt
embergers.

Several of the St, I'etersburg journals arc
again calling attention the necessity of ea-
toblishing a complete system of defenece
along the western frontier, sLicugthening
their appeal by the in (2rro o avgument of
the vast preparations set ou foot m the same
quarters by Prussia, **The Government of
Berlin,'? says a Russian critic, in a recent
article on nationaldefences, ' has commenc-
ed a gigantic reform in its systemoi fortifica
tion—u reform to which we cannot but pay
attention, since it is palpably directed against
ourselves. Glogau, T'horn, Posen, Churlo-
witz, are all marked in the list of fortresses
to be remodelled upon the newest prineip-
les, and transformed into first class arsenals;
and to oppose to all thizwa have palpably
nothing.”
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Toetth. nnd-1o’onel Queen's radnburgh, i
Brgade.

Cha Tucuwl Barometer potats so«lecided:
1y to changa, hat all who tako an intorost
wn military mattors are oun the look-ut for
tho contig Infnutry Drill Book, and many
arg tho spacgulalions as to wbat it will be,
'hat the fitst advanco, of Infantry to the at
tack should nd“Iongér be niado in closo for.
mntion, dyon i ligg, spems now to be uni
vorsally admitted, Bu;& beyondt this, ol is
as yot intellain, " ‘Sbris mnihtain that the
Advaned'in Lie, covered Uy skirmishars, is
now on nppossibility , others stand - up for it
still as tho trye mode of nitack Ly British
traops, to whatever axtenl tho preliminary
skirmishing may be mado mwore important
and-protracted b, ilm.gre.xtm Jistance to be
traversed under {ird, in_ consefjuenco of the
long vangs' of madern. tira:arms.  Chis latter
view seams gertainly tho moro sound of the
two; inl the kedmgbss dith Wit somw
have taken up tho forittes ¥ probably at-.
tributablerto tlio modersi tendency’ to jostle
ot of tho way everything.obl . i favour of
anything new. Dut asit may oo prespmed
that no one, howover revolutionary g own
ideas may bq qn the subject, would propose
that the Drill Book of 1873 should contai
no iostructions fur.qu advance.in line, the
question ywhethor it u_xyst Le reduced to the
posifion-of'an exteptickial movement, or 13
to rotain jts placd-as Zic mode of attack, par
creellence, of cur armv,need not be consider:
ed in deciding what the general featnres of
the Infantry Drill of the futuce are to be.
Tho practiqal question tole solved at pre
sent is, what is the best mode of throwing
nu¢ skivmislsors mad supports, and keepiuag
areserva in haad, for the myre protracted
tighting in that formation which i> uow un-
Jdoubtedly necessiry, in whatever way the
decisive anl final part of the engagement
may havo to e fought, ‘Therpal diffiquities
tho compilers of the next ¢ Iield Exetcise’
will havo 10 mect aro théso s -

1 ‘the determination 6f the bestinode of
1.viling the Lattalion into the lings of skire
nushing, supports and reserve, wn wineh.is
imcluded tho sélectivn of thie best division
~f tho battalion sutv, companies as the units
sut of which the Hnes are to ue formed.

2. Tho regulation of tho muvements of

[

tho different Lines during the battle, and|

more espeatally the adoption of such a:mode
of throwing but.the:dilferent linos as shall
secure that when, reconsoludapion takes
place by reinforgement, each tattical unit
which Was divited into sliiroisligrigupports
and-resarvo, shall Lo fegtoned as-far nk pos-
sible tp its ariginaly working farmapon.

34 '),‘hf gdjuatmeut vf commands of the
Jifferent upits, 50 a4 10 stcure two things -
(1) that by'tho immedinté command of thoso
who are with-thoskirmishing line, that line,
ns lopg as no orlers comes from those in
lugher commiy, 13 kept well in hapd, not
Mowed to g wrong, and
and refforced-as ey benccessary ; and {2y
thdf- orders coming frtnn . those in higher
cox:xmapd;arg prowptly, regeiyedqudcarned
out. i

4. To fjnd out tho wodo un whick. every
movemant my bo dongtith the Jlqast phy-
sical waarand tear'and loss of time, and tho
minimu of risk:-frohvartillery firo,

- Tt igzolgartlien,dbit-tha ohaggotor oL the
# Fiold: (Fjxpzeise ", muft .,bo . supstahtially.

e creppd

AUV BN
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TS E7 0 N ane daa v o -
chabged. Till now, that book lhas boon a
rgapw. following,
on preciso words of command, with herd gand
thore a sltray hint as to the tactical appli
cation of tho movoments. Till lately, the
oxnctituda was so striot, that in ord¢r ta.
mako suro that thp snmo form of words.
should siways applydnthe exact samo map:
ner to the componént-parts of a body of
{roops,-oll traagpesition of itg integral parts
was studirusly avoided. \Wholo battalions.
were countermarched round the centro: in.
deployments, and formations of line ta the
front ar rear.tho originat order of companies
was rbtnined by t most somplicated process,
in whioh sometimeg tho wholo battalion was
oxposed to fire for soveral minutes without
being ablo to return it, and the young sol
dier anil young oflicor were harrassed by two
nover absent plagues—Rightin-front and
Left in frpnt—~swhich have now been dise
carded, theiruse’ ésness beingdemonstrated
by the fact that their dismussal from the
service, though at the timo 1t caused many
an old koldiwr b sheke his head, has in the-
end givon ux:ij;pr‘sal Iésa.ussfnct,lor;. still, C;VOt;
- the presenp  Ficld Exercise'’ has, mpoh of
b an tbout 16, Tets SUAT s Hools of
'get tvoids and fixdd detaily, eontaining many
uanecessarily complicated -movements, and
-vary Jittlp tactical instruslionq It teaches
how to morg rather than Nidw {0 work, how.
to perforth oif’ pardde, iather than how to.
fight on every kind. of country.® (tirouung
has been sougbt to suit movements rather
than mq»zngepts deviged to swt ground,
Tho systém has had more resemblincs to
the training of a-eircus horse to go through
certain set performances in tho ring, than
the breaking of a good hunter, spirited and
povitiTul-yet well in' hand, wao. has confit
denco in his rider nnd will lo lys, best t~ do
anything his master bids him, oy wilt puli:
up when he feels the curb, and tho, il his,
master does give him hishead, Wil go well,
‘but will lnotyon it agamstanytbhmg, ‘fhe
training hasweather to tnach hiow to perform
movements mathomatically than how toarse
movements soas to strike with etlect. Ac*
cordingly in most dgills,Lhough the presenca
cf an enemy is vaguely assumed for the par
pose of establishing a ** Front,"” (2)the drilt
1s conducted without nnﬁ .%aganl bewng paid
to n supposed strongtd of the eneiny, eitber,
‘in vumbets of Positidii. dLereover the sya-
“temis characterised noither by simplicity,
celenty, nor convenience. There are want
mg in it two of thomost imporfant clemenss
of tIamley's definitio * of Manwuvres . * tha
quick_orderly change of higbly trained and
?Iaftblc massesirom dne kind of forraalien
to another, ortheir transference from potat-
to point of a battle field for p rposes which
become suddenly feasible in AR changug
course of tha ®étlon:*{m) By *quck * 15
of course moeant, @3'guick as pasyible cousist:
ently with the order,’ because moments tnay-
be precious. both to prevant15s5ding secnre.
advantages. By *floxible!’ is of course
moant as flexible-as possible copsistently with,
‘‘order,” for floxibility is easentially con.
duciva to quickness; and.ibis obviovs thht’
1f-of tyyo opposing {orces ong-is more floxible 4
tban tho other, it is li)kely t0 obtain import. |
ant advantages in aty chanfies of position
.that mayboygqeited. Aund that the move:
ments may-bd‘qnick, and themass flaxible,

2]

*Saq Maurlee’s Welitnglon Prizo Essn; Hore*
hO'BhYS, ¥ Tho Prineiple of the whole dmit hag.

. beon carefullytatrain all subordinate commaid-

'

to know exactly {n what way {0 move on regety’
ingz tho executive comnin‘ml’.” ) BOVD On Ted l,Y

"\t is essontial that the drill be sim

15

plo and
copvonient, By this it ig not meant morely
that {t‘ﬂh(mlf’bod.tla*‘ih fory H’etrf:h “Hit8ough
For Hav L alep plendsy but 'T fdkh Hlipthor,
[hat 1t Ehartetor should ifdb b EtiTiid un
buhding, ‘CHoro vhdUId b’ Holhig in 1t
which requires qu‘*% q'ﬂxéculfo&i?{h’dv n sur-
fice dnd na obstitles; I drdbi tB"itg being
woll. done,¢ t,ma,thqr“é'should’bu‘ﬂb‘th}ng in
1t that & ciccumlocu ioidby, 'or t¥ 488 'nn ec
clesiastical toem,* 18* & ‘?bﬂi of dplrdroga
}i 1" Companies shouldl not be treated
iko a number of pledes of stiff baard, of n
¢eprialn longth.and thiokinbsy, with only’one
sido that is cdpable 6f béing Lhe froif, anl
which nlenetpay be tumiéd towards the eno
my, a3 tho flags<of & theatrical procession,
which are decarated only on one side, ars
alwayskeps, by thelsupers who carry® then,
with that side turued to the audience, in
whatover di\'e?tion they move, Thereshould
be no waste of time and energy in teaching
men how to whesl *“ like.a gate,” & move
meat totally unsuited to roughor broken
ground, which cinnot be learned, even on &
lavel parade, withbuta great expenditure of
itime and: is 6fno practical yalue whan learn
od except. $o “plesso the ladjps,”’ There
spould bo no two ‘ways prescribed, for doiog
the samio thivie; d difficult'way dHd #% oasy
way~-one way for nflft parade’ ground, and
anather: for ‘brokon gfound. Xhat.is just
-foroing men to laarn both, jnstuvad of. saving
tbem fram lesrning, lI;e‘or}lo é’(mt is comph-
cated and yot suitabletd Fugh grotind, by
substituting foritthesimjle,nnd Univarsally
convoment. ‘Chero is-& very. sigdificans
word of command in mpny. PP, of the
* Riold Exercise.”” which i Aémb.\ tno
*hard and fast?’ character ‘oF ouf drill
I mean the word *break.” The brders
«* Break into columans® # Break 6fF fles, * the
direttion when gerious obstgeles present
themsalves to aline, that i} i z;oﬁ ¢ into
fours are most appropriafo to the system. Its
‘wlhitle spiritigvigidity, asYéonted@istiduish
ot o toughneus atd elasticity combtned. To
-uge'an -expression derived {rgm, the iron
clad vocabulary, it Is alf plate and no distri-
butian or backing. The samo stiffjjess and
hardpéss of form, which' 16t 'td ‘the exact
4quiating of knapyacks’biy:the fadel(ion of a
ueslessiwoodéh framhernud made map. move
with $heirarms as;jointless as Pfsﬁ“"f’ and
thewr necks“oonﬁned in stocks fike frdn, has
till Tately pecvaded tho drift. T the Drill
Boolt’oT1833; raovettents it fours, though
nilowod;aré spakén of inmrdopreqstory tono
-a3 rather 10.he shnnneg,*ﬁqg;jz}ot, Jgare than
%ygqrs 289 15a% a distinguished regiment
of gmgh Afatitry foftr 1B ¥hd féar on
" (ho rbat b "ga?:‘y By wWhgeling ehdreompa
fesan ¢ntira third of anirela; rétheritian Jo
suphr B ated-thing 08 ¢ .brexly " into the

.| conyegient formation of fours ““{nl al:
thou % within the l4s{ fot¥ yédrs n ‘conside
ableChangohas ddker wlags,” the -uaiortu-

-nate thing hagbedn thas ilrmany cases chan-
€08 verg introduced, nptas simplg subst.-
tutes for what wag d;lggu 6 m: tfouf) asnomn
but merely as Qﬁxﬁi toll” atlitibng, ' winen
tatiner dravatéy thweEvil; - Thusi Mxte vl of
the.uld irheelbein}: retaided or abolished, it
is atilk-retained ab?olutel for soma, move
epts; ** forming ” absolulely substituted
or it Tor otherg, Whils ity sondt ¢4s6sTt is left
to choi¢owhetherto S4thesl wop td - form.”

L:Chis 8 aogroat mistaley for-td-havatwo dif

forent. 7a3s of doingwhay ig;.practically the
.gtgmq.plgl%}‘:gf, dotail makes it “moro diffi-
aly 1o ‘do’each Well. " NotHilp™WBila tend
e weate e L disonds

& wifilg'formation oPfott sy thdilihtacemed
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org to kknow tho oxdet words_ to give on Yedolvi:
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more to make men  unsteady, at wheéel-
ing than to practice them . much at
forming. and vice versa. Agam, it is pernrit.
ted to alter the fxont of a body of men by
the convenient and perfectly efficient mode:
of simply changing tge ranks, but, instead
of subatituting this quite satisfactory and in-
stantaneous proocedure for the older and
cumhrous counter'march, this also is retain-
ed- These points are refetred to merely by
way of illustration at present, but will be no-
ticed afterwards 1n the consideration of the
queatlon of simplifying tha drill in detml
['!obo Conumed:,l n

C'ORRESPON DFN C'E

|

The Edttor does mot hold'h(mself réspondble for ).

tndividual expressions ofopimo'\ AN dommuni
) cattomdddréned to the Vm.dvrnn REVIEW.

Victoria, B. C', 27tb Jun., 1873.

The “Prince Aifred - sails this afternoon,
a batchi'ot B.C. M.P's., Messrs. Thompson.
Dewdpey, and Nélson ; ‘also Captain Haugh-
ton, If, as is mppoeed that gentleman
finds it desirable: to take the journey to
Ottawa to look after his inferests in refer-
ence to the Deputy Adjut.ant Generalship,
it is certainly rather hard that he should be
driven to such an expense in the face of
the pledges he is understood to have receiv-
ed ; and’ oonsxderable sympatby is feli with
hun

Mr.De Cosmo's Govetnment has slgnahzed

. 1ts advent to- power by several urgently
required mensures, and’ some economical
" reforms,
and an euergeuc ‘government, and deserves
the hearty suppore of the people of this Pro-
vince.

The weaﬂ:arhas,been very wht and. very
mild: till yesterday, which was a balmy gun-
shiny day, more like May than January.
You can hardly call it winter at all.-
derstand there are sométimes cold snaps of
some severity, but of short dpration.

There 18 no-news beyond the daily doings
of the Provincia] Legislature, - nothing mili.

. tary of course, and’ not even a naval move-
ment te chroniale, 80 in default of anything

of local interest, 1 send you a letter which I’

found in the’ Amg -and- Navg Gazette of 30th
November from a.Ling omcer, containing
... some very sound sepge about’ {he, Prussian

‘> company column idea.* I really think: the
' notion is not'a bad one,
g of tha ’kmd come to be
adopted thers wowd be no necessity.for the
retention. of the: Reglmental Adjutsnt,’ as

* the Commarnder of the Whit should: be re- |-

‘ ;ppnaib‘lq for gl itg Grilt ahd eMcténey. = . |
that ﬁxe I

-1 cannot .bpé ihink. m,ypelf
oommndlng offieer’s: inflwence would be
better felt: tbrohgh fouy or-five squadrons

eommndera (so'to !peak)tmm af at pregent {

through the one adjutant, a avs‘gg_zg_ which
certainly does tend tothe company’s jsolation,
but I will leave the hne officer’’ {0 speak
" tor himself. =~ : " GW.G.

LU

* This will appear in our next {ssue,

Téis to. an,qppearance an_honest |

I un-

DOMINION OF CANADA.

MILITIA GENERAL ORDERS.
HEAD QUARTERS,
.. Oltawa, 14th Febmavy, 1873.
GENER at, Onnnns ).
No. 1.

3

ACTIVE MILTTIA.
P:ovmunal Battation of Infuntry JonSe:mce in
Manitoba, ,
To be Lieutenant, from 5th December, 1872:
- Ensign Charles Constantine, vico. Simard,
resigned.
To be Ensign, from 5th December, 1872 :
Charles de Cazes, Gentleman, vice Con
stantine, promoted.
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.
“ A " Batlery, School of Gunnery, Kingaton.
The following officer is authorized to join
the school of Gunnery, Kingston, on
probation for a three months course of
instruction. -
20d Lieutenant Charles Edwin Britton,
Gananoque Field Battery.

——

1s¢ Battalion, Governor General's Foot
‘ Guards,
To be Ensign, provisiénally :-
Telmont Aumond,Gentleman, vice George
Malloch, whose sesignation is hereby ac:
cepted. -

—t—

10t]; 'Baltalion of Lafantry or “Royals 4
. Zbronlo. ‘

Ll

To be Cnptmn : - :
Lieutenant Powell Martin, M, S., vice 3.
Marshall, left: llmlts.

To be Lieutenant : - ‘
Ensign William™ B Cmav&u, M, S, vice
Maﬂm,promoled.
To be Xnsigns : :
H!-§; Hill, Gentleman, M S., vice Cana-
_van, promoted
J . Jones, Gentleman, ppovmonally,wce
- R. ‘T, Martin, left limits.
16lh ** Prince Edward *' Battalion of In'
Jantry.
: Vo 5 Company, Milford,
To be Captam o
Lieutenant Alva 'Vandusen, V. B, vice
Samuel Gordon, whose remgnahon is

32nd ‘* Bruce)' Battalion of Infantry.
No 8 Company, Tecswater,
To be Ensign, proyisionally :
John Oliver, Gentleman, vice A. McKee,
whose resignation is hereby accepted,
35th Battalion of Infantry,  The Simcoe
Foresters.”?

No. 3 Company, Cookstown.
The resignation of Encign Walter G. Ay*
erst, is hereby accepted.
No. 6 Company, Oro.
Lieutenant William C. Wilson, is hereby
permitted to retire retaining his rank.
The resignation of Ensign Silas Basker-
ville is bereby accepted.
36tk ‘ Peel' Battalion of Infantry.
No. 2 Company, Orangeville.
To be Ensign, provisionally, from 8.k
November, 1872,
Sergeant Thomas James Decatur, vice
Dunbar, promoted.

—

41s¢ ¢ Brockville’ Battalion of Rifles.
No. 5 Company, Carleton Place,

The resignation of Captain David Mc-
Pherson, is hereby accepted.

No. 44th “ Welland " Battalion of Infantry.
No. 4 Company, Fort Eric.

“Ensign Joseph Newbigging is hereby per-
mitted to retire retaining rank,

e

45th ¢ West Durham Battalion of Infuntry.

Erratum in No. 1 of G. O (1) 24th January
1873 road **45th West Durham, " instead of
“ 44th West Durham.”

PROVINCE.OF QUEBEC.
“B" Battary of Artillery and School of
Gunnery, Quebec.
Memo,—A short course of Instruction wil
commence at the School of Gunnery,QuetO"f
on 1st March, 1873. Officers, non-commi#’

sioned Officers and’ Gunners wishing to joi*
for a three months course of 1nstraction Wil

.| forward their applications through the usus!

channels to the Commandant of the Scho®
who will take on as many of each rank #
there are vacancies for,

Transport requisitions from Battery Hea‘i
Quarters to the School of Gunnery, Quebe®
will be furnished by District Staff Officers.

21s¢ Battalton “ Richeliew Light Infantry’
No. 5 Compuny, Laprairie.

The * Laprairie ' Company, which &
though attached to the 21st Battalion as N

hereby accepted,

5 Company, for military purposes, boi”
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. WiPEIp thig Leparinl inigg ,of Mililpry Dis:
L#f@.'&‘imd, is to be constdpred.for adminis:
.trativd purposcs, otlxoxjwi'up as.!an Indep;:p*
dent Company belonging to Military District
" No.6. T N
50tk Batlalion. of Infantry of % Hunfingdon
. . Dorderers.”
- Honorary Captain und paymaster Joshua
. Bresduer to hivo tho Ilogordry xalk ‘of
: Major.from 3id January, 1873«
:'ﬁﬁﬂjtilﬁ'.om{";-'But‘(a(«'on of Light JInfaulry.
. No 1 Company, Abdreorn.
The resignation of Capfgin. Asa: Erary is

o
L
Yicreby hatepiéd, .

W R . .

it Yy o,

i o

#1601 Missisquoi ™ ‘Battalion, g Fafantis,
Do : IV

L No. 3 Company, Duihgay .
ML s T ae TP T UL )
‘.)I:é, bg,Ensxhgh,‘p‘ifoymoany: .
- .Charles E.6, Brown).Geulleraany -vico I,
‘N.“wan-lgt'flimit_s.‘_-‘ g i""“
No.5 Company, Stanbridgs,
To be Lieatonavts: | =
Ensign Judson Bockus, V.
Beck,left limits,
To bs Edslgn; provisionally: -/ .
v Charledh Vdu ghhh,l,Gentlen&ﬁn ,o1ed Bockus
2 j'i)}omotea....-', ,-" ’.ﬂ .
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To'be iedfenant Sdlonelt

Mojoe Hedn P. Vdtil, V.'B,, Svh Baltalion, |

frony 3lst Junuary, 1873.
. 3 . . E N
~ To bo Major: e
Captain Thegphilo. Amyrauld, 1sb.glass G
&, Shefford Field Battery, fromn3rd May.
lSi.‘;. This officer’s previous service be-
jug specially allpwed to reckon towa.rds
sPgomotion, .. i

EST

a————

W Qoxrravatio¥ of Rask.

"_ Ensiga William 'Foster, 18t Battalion, a1,
R. B., from 151h January 1873,

-t

NEW BRUNSWICE

ofor

‘.‘ % R
PROYINCE: OF
67th Battalion ¢ «© The Carléion Light
RS Infantryt o
P TR T T ' M
No. 8 Company, Brightog.

‘To.be. Ensign, provisiopally .. .
Robert Vince, Gentleman, vice Orser- re-
isSgned.: v ST

v .
———
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2 Annapolis " Bavatith’ 'of} In-
fantry. I
P D AN ide Jotiniee o

Liogtenant Colonel Hepry E, Dedia. is herer,
by permitted to rotire retaining ranls,

T2nd v

[

|- Etropgan equilibaiym,

No, 2, . ‘
Cennivwoarss, Bosnrps oF ExaviNges.
Tho following officers and olhers havo
-passed their oxaminations before, and have
been granted Certificntea by Boards of Ex.
aminers«

PROVINCE OF QUEREC.
Al Loint St. Charl:s,
Iirsr Crass,

Captaid William Harder,1st Bal. G/T.R. B,
do ArthurOwen Rad{ord Huddel, 1st Brig,
do Robert Qardner, 0th Batlalion,

" Seoosp Crass.

.2nd Lient, Lerence William Elliott, 13y Bri-

|, gade,G.7T\ R, B,

2nd Lieut, Charles Thomas Christie, 1st Bris
, éado; G T, R, B.. .

%ad Lieut. Francis William Rulford, 1st Bri

.. gode, G. T. R, B,

.Snd Licut. Hpgh.O)Neill, 15t Brigade, G. T.
- R. B, o .

;2nd Lieut. Randolph Clarke, Engineer Com,

1 G T.R.B.

Eugign WilJiam Foster, 1st Battalion, G.T.R.
B.
Sergt. W. B, Boyd, Engineer Com. G, T.R.B.
S, Whittaker, Gentleman, 1st Brigade, G. T.
RB. D :
By Command of His Excellency
‘T'he Governor General,
P. ROBERTSON-ROSS, Colanel.
Adjutant-General of Militia.
. Canada,

A someywhat ridiculous blunder was com-
milted on Friday might.last weelg by the

1 Parkish military authorities ot thé Dardan-

elles, Juat as the Fronch dirdot stoamer was
passing tho town of Tebanak-Kalch she was
suddenly warned o proceed no further by o
sliot from one of thd castles. Wondering at
this unexpected show of hostillty, the cap-
tain sent off a ship’s boat to inquire what he
hid dono to offend the Turkish garrison.
Mattdrs were however, quickly explained ;

| tho Frehchratéamer had been taken for the

‘Ametican corvatio Shenandoal, which was
supposed to be forcing hec way up to Con-
stantinople, The identity of the Fronch

1 btdhmer bavibg been: discovered, she was al-

loited to pursue ber passage without further
molestation. . .
The Journdl de Débats. published a specin

Y tolegram from Vienna, ‘which says that the

documents mentioned by the' Dué de Gra-
 fiqnt, prove’ nothing in his favour, being
fostetior to thd declaration of war. Itis
‘cémpletely cstablishied that Austria did ot
%ni:ournge France 0 't&n&ler a‘kig ’ﬂtot var,

ut, on the contiary, did its.ulmost to dis-
s'u'z:,dé her, - W%e‘;{; wor \v;ﬁs déclgred, the
Austrian Governtent, i the interest of,

] : esired to hielp France
and with thaf object commenced: tenting
with Ttaly, Tho Austrian Cibinet was-finally
“Brévonted from corrylng out Lhis plan;; fiest

“I' by tho,attitude of Riisia jsecondly by the

‘opppsition 6f tho Jernian population of the

'E‘g}gﬁaénq,q wish eXpressed by the Parlia.
ént inPedthin (‘uv&grqf neutrality; thicdly,

;g, ?ho un rgpayiﬁ ,,,g@;ti%q,gf tha-Austrian
Ry ;,80d, foutthly, by the o

gi' &vents not mowiz?g the \hs)u%eﬁ

ment to act at tho proper moment,

rogress
jovérn-

A MONSTER STEAMSIILL,
DESCRIPTION OF THE 8. 8. ‘'goyeT" OF THE
NATIONAL LINE,

Ono of the most mn;nincent vessols aflont
is tho stonmer “Egypt” of the National Lina
between Now Yorkand Liverpool, Second
only in point ofsize to the " Great Eastern,”
sho »7s lnunched in bLiverpool on 9th Feb-
ruary, 1871, sinco which time sha has been
plying between Eufope and Amcrica to
;ho satisfaction of all who-bave sailed in

1er.

.Wo give tho following
dimensions, construetion,
York Nautical Gazette:—

“Sho i 440 ft. in length over all, and 435
ft, on theload line; 44 ft. beam, 36 ft, depth
of hold, and measurds’'5,150° tous, Shehag
four masts, on which she spredds an area of
canvas amply sufficient to enable her totako
caro of herself in event of her machinery
Riving out. She has a compound engine of
500 NLILP., but capable of being worked up
02,500 H.P. Sh~ has six boilers, setin
hatteries of three each, and carrying a maxi.
mum prsssure of 756 1bs, She has accom-
modations for 100 first class and 1,400 steer-
ago passengers, all under a spar deck, which
greatly adds to their comfort in bad weather
‘t'ho saloon: is a perfect gem of comfort and
conyepience, and whilerich and tasty, there
aro no tawdry embellishments to weary the
oye. The steerage accommodaiions are
large, roomy, well ventilated, and, in winter
well warmed, so that the emigrant, who
?ays a moderate price, has his share of’ com-
orly as woll as the sloon passenger who pays
o high price for Juxuries,

“She is a complete four decker, Theup-
per deck is flush spar deck fore and aft.,
with no obatructions but the cabin entrances
and skylights, ‘This and the deck below
are strongly planted with steel, and planked
with pine. ~ Throughout the vessel the work
is of the highest class, for the Company are
their own insurers, and, having so much rick
they provide against it by having the best
possiblo materials,

‘* The National Line has been ono of the
most successful lines in the transatlantic
trade, and the company naw owns.one of the
finest of fleats, as will bo seen from the list
wo append :—Egypt, 5,150 tons; Spain, 4,
850 ; ?taly, 4.340; France,,4,£{60 ; Holland,
3,847; Denmark, 3,724; Canada, 4,500,
Greece, 4,500; Tho Queen, 4,470 ; England,
4,330; Helycitin, 4,020 ; Erin, 4,040,

1t may be of interest to compare the rela
tivo denominations of the Egypt,with Noah's
Ark. 1n°so doing it will "be séen that
while in Iength and” depth therd is no great
difference, the breath of beam shows con-
siderablo disparity : . .

Length ﬂeam Depta
Noah's Ark, 45

450 75
8.8, “Egypt," 36

('{mrticulnrs of her
-&¢., from the New

440 46

REMITTANCES Recoived on Nubscription to
Tir VOLUNTEER REVIEW up.to Satunday,
tho 13th fdste—- . '

BROCEVILLE, O—Capt, W. H. Grepves.....

KINGSTONy Onti=Najor DUffh.cvesrasiesossses 200
LYs; Ont —Fus.ded Adamd' . L... ... 1.00
NEwHAMBURGO—Ens, Geo. Holwell ... 8.00

NorTE ELY, Q.—~Captatn Josoph Smith
STRATFORD, O.~Major 3. Stephonson
8YDpNEY, C.B.—~Capt.Chas,W, Hill,...

{Per Col, Liovelace.)
BeDLEVILLE, O.—~Lt.~Co}, Brown, M.P........

CraTHAY, Ont.—Licut, Ju Gi Wells suiveeses 4.00
FaM1LTON, Ont~Lt.-Col, P. Cagrofliseeeesesrs 20
Nonr Ripér 0—~0apt. W. H. Billlngs. 2.00
PrESSOTT,: Onti--Capt. Wim. Armstrong...... 2
PorT Hopg,0nt—Lt.-Col. A, WIlamS.easeess 2.00

. QUEBEC, ~>Major J, Burstall .....veeese 200
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s Unbribed unbpught, ourswords we draw,
Toguard the Mdhatch, funco the Law,”

OTTAWA,TUESDAY FEBRUARY 18, 1873.

To Conresboxprsts.—Letters addressed to.

cither tho Editor of Publisher, as well 1s

Communicalions intended for publica'lipn,'

must, invariably,be pre-paid.  “orrespon

dente wil also Bdar in mind that ono end
of the' pnvelgpa SliodId bo left open, and
in thecorner tfig mords * Printer’s copy "'
writlen, and atwobr five cent stamp (ac-
cording to the waightof the communica-
tion) placed thereon will pay the postage
At dd .
-4
The ccounts for Snbscriptions to tho

é YVolunteer JReview? are now heing
made out, and will be forwarded by
post to cacli subsgriber, tnd aftor al-
lowing a redsdiahle time for settlement,
if not paid, tho paper will Lo discon-
tinued and theAccountsplaced inCourt
for colldctlion. '

Turouvos the kindness of the autlior, Licat
Colowel J. H. 4 Macoosaty; of the fQueen's
Edinburglh R:" V. Brigade, wé are enabled:
to presenl our-réaders with the first instal.

')
| Thero Is no doubt thig ¢a‘c)‘§

Infantry Tactics,” .

Tho author, with a vory cornmohfi'nb!o
modesty, pleads as an’oxeuss for writing on
a themo of suoh importapos, that sonmie pro-
posod alterations in drill suggested Uy him
a fow yoars ago were embodied in the pro-
sont edition of the * Field Exercise,”’ and
this notwithstanding tho fact that ho is not,
8 soldier by profession. Qur expériancg,
hore is that tho problems connected with
the present “tactical revolution’ jll not
bo solved by professional soldiers, b%causo.
thoy will be hamppred with, traditionxl
usages and routine, but by mnalurdl born
soldiers of Colonol MacpoxaLp's dtamp,
ivhoso thoughts vind actiohs di6 hét diteotod
as to how the propositions would look atHead-
quarters,or in whatlight they would bo viewed
by General 80 and so, but: to'th¢ Hotual effect
thioy would be 1ikély té-firoddeo under
given conditions ; for if tve focollect aright,
the fist person to: 'castasido ' Dundas
redivivus in the Ileld Exercise, -and gubsti-
tuto therefor a system botfer -addpted to
the new weapons, was n -Uniadidn qfficer,
Lieut. Colonel Bruvst, then!¢ommanding
the 10th or Queen’s Royal Regiment . of
Volunteer Milltia at ‘Toronto ; and if there is
no mistakes in dates, it wag precisely at the
samo time Colonel MacpoxsrLp proposed his
innovations.

Qur object in repriating Colonol Mao-
poNALD's valuable essay is lo bring beflore
our military authorities what we deem, with
éne exception, the best and ablest systemof
lactics yot proposed, theoretically or practi-
cally. The ellcoptioni taken will bo best
illustrated by the letter of Hié' Grado the
Duke of Maxouestar to the edilor df the
Voluntetr Service: Gazette,ds-followa s -

¢ Sir.—Colong} }Iacglk;r;q'lgf’q ,
“ Formetion for 'Infankry ':[’gpffj 8" seems
from yournofice to' be ably argued, ‘und to
advocate principl« g in which I ont'rely agree.
Byt I venture to.differ. from him in ‘his sug
gestion thatthe front rauk of ‘a Tour decp
compiny should ho the 'fi H ﬁi}j{'n}i' hera.

~taclical unit
shonld bo as much as possible under ‘the
control ofits own commppder ; bak, 1 think
the principle shopld be carrjed beyond cap-
tains and their ¢ompanies; 1 would extend
it to the sections of a compdhy, ‘¢nch of
which should have & subultery Ov.sergeant
permanently told off to. éommgnd ity; in~
specting it on _parade LefoFe joining tho
company, &c.  I'would carry dut thd usual
systetn in skirmishing. When 4 compdny is
orderéd to the front, I think it hould!send
out one of its sections, under the subaltern
officer of that section, to akirrnish.; theother
sections forming successive supports under
thelr respective subalterns or seriseants, The
waptain would superintend the moverpents
of his whole company,and he must no doubt
be on foot under fire ; though, if theroswere
only one field oflicef per battaliony it might
bo advisable for him to be mounted whén on
the line of march, and befors codiifig into
close contact with the emendy. 'According
to the plan I havd sughdsted; eacH party of
sKirtishots, besidés heing underthe control

of !bg captain, would havo with t}:pxp their

Y

A - B
'nmpbiévoﬁ :
ca’

thoy havo to advhnep, -to rogalatd. their ad.
vaucg, and helt thon when theyargivo at a
suitable positioh. By this plan, as in Colo
nel Macdonald's, the skirmishors would be
reinforced by men of their own company,
and, if tho ground is_fuvourx\ble\tl\’pq‘ghe.eno
my's line wavérs, the wholo compdny is a
hand to rush forward inas solid & line_as 1
considored adyisable to slorm the position,
but if no guch oppottunity olfers, it is be
‘dausg thd fire of tiib briemy is tdohfavy, and
the ground too iiuch bxpoged to it In tha
caso, 1 think no line could advance against
breech loaders. 'Then you nyust try and get
at tha flank of your énerly. - If the position
occupied Yy the companies skirmishing with
their skirmishers and successive support
is & strong oneé, youmightaiseithéiromaining
companies of the batlalion.ta-prolong the
line of skirmishers towards. {he flank fo:
which you aro feeling, or you could send
another hattalion to prolong-tliei line, dis
posed in the same manner as the first. |
would suggost, ds & hormat formation, tha

four companies should skirmish,, gach fur.
nishing itxt);‘-UW'r\ sng&iisR}e‘ré%it?i“ spl?ccessm-

suppertd;.-and: thdl dthér féuniRompania
should boin reserva, as.nogr or ns far o
may be considered advisable.
I shall rerd Colonel Macdonald's paphle;
with great interest.
Yous obedient-dcivant,
, o : e uMARONESTER,

Kimbol ton Castle,.Jup. §, 4813.

While therougbly agioeing witl his Gra.
in. the advigability.gfhayipg.a mare extensin
line in front skirmishing thap that could be
furnished by a company extctded four deep
there is, however,this much to be said in 1
favor,ihat it will bring a greaterweight of fir
on a given point than.could, .he brought by
line two degp y and as the yroposition ist
extend the files to armg.lepgth, in othe
words “ as a squad formed with intervals,
the front actually covered would be littl
less than thavin close formatidntiwo decp.

‘Tho’ question, 'Howeber, is one™of mare de
tail, aud can; only be solved practically; .
the same time-it is an.highly useful torma.
tiop, and under the varying conditionsc
attack which the topography of the fields ¢
action, will present, it will doubtless be:
highly effective manwuvre, and even in 1k
hypothetical case put by the Drke of Mus
cuEsTER it 18 quile possible to suppose the
it would be a8 equally impracticable to tun
a flabk as to.assail in front, 4nd, therefor
the formation might Le the very one re
quired to dislodge the enemy, | i

While entertaining a great dislike to hat
a compeny, broken up into a series of unis
we quite agree with the Drke of Maxcan
TER in the ides ‘thot the supbrvision of s
subaltern or steady non:gommissioned off .
cer is a necessity for each gection in actioz
and for tho simple reason that without suc
supervision the tgudency will be on the par
of the best drilled soldiers to fire away the:
ammunition at long range and neecdlessl’
Other details, such os the forward more,
ments, seeking ghelter, &c., demand ad!
ministrative authority, which can be suf,

plied without increasing the officers:
oo ) DRI LR I
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Our Volunleer regimonts haven captain,
liciitenant xihtl ensign o each compnny of 5
meh, taking out supernumaries, this would
glve nbout 48 rank and file in line, four
soctions of twelve men oach, commdnded
by subalterns and tho.two senfor sorgeants,
would bo the fighting disposition:y whilo tho
conimand of the whole would remaiu in the
linnds of tho captain,

. Supposing the wholo to Lo effestive tho

" retaining five men would bo engagoed in
supplying smmunition, in charge of the pto-
vision ecarts or carrying otders.  Colonel
. MacponavLp.has pointed oubhos advisablo it
«ould-be to haye tito ammunition platetl on

. pack borses during nnaction, as it thus could
_ba brought nesrcr to the front than Ly any

..gther-moans, with tho system .of rogimental

- transpoct wo sholl bo compolied to adopt,
this can bo cffecterd by ono of lholspaw
hqrses belopging to the company ; agd wo
avo protty -well satisfied that the gallent
Colonel has solved the most difticult portion
of the problem involved in the new tactical
formations for Infantry.

In our last issuc wo published tho textof a
pamphlet by Colonel Gawier on tho same
subject; and he, an officer formed inthe
.sohool of WELLINGTON, coincides in all the
raain features of his system with those prin-
ciples lnid down by 4 Colonel Macooxaup,
olearly showing that the mere profession
has bad nothing to do with the natural

_talent and inherent abilities of the.wokenteer
soldier in the ono case, qr the.matured judg-
ment of tho Regular soldicr in tho othér.

Both thoso gallant  officers. deservp the
thanks of the Empire for setting the ques-
tion of the tactical superiority of Prussia at
rest, for both conclusively show that the
position of that power mught be defined as
being as totally destitute of ticlics ns its
opponent was of discipline. ‘The proposijion.
of mounting captaing on horseback 1 also
summarily disposed of. '

e bave to thank Colonol Macooxsn for
his attention 1n sending us his very able and
satisfactory essay, and we hopo to seoits
main provisions a portion of our tuactical
system.

‘I'ne following oxtraot from an Inglish ex:
chauge is suggestive of the means whereby,
Russian power and influence, areso rapidly
oversproading Central Asia. Nou Empire.of
moderndays possesses thesame powet forras
pid conquest, or the energy to use it. In
this respect it is only inferior to the Tartar
Empire of Tamerlane,orChinghis Khan of her
Middle Ages.

What really constitutes tho power of the
irregular troops is the facility with which
thoy can make war without the applinnces

vof modern armies, and levy supplies for sub- |

sistance in the country they overrun, ' Be-
yond ammunition, the transport is compris.’
edin what they carry with ease on thelr
horses backs,and as they. neyer chango their
clothing till they are worn-out, ’thtﬁrm,u'r'gh-

TUE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,
:x;é order s of tho lightest possiblo descrip-
tion, '

Russis madp a great mistako when sho.at:
{omptert {0 bring thnse irvegular troops into
subjection ta tha tactical discipline of her ro
gular army, and there can bo little doubt
but that error will bo vomedied. Meantime,
it is o lesson-to other peoplo that tho tacti:
cal discipline of each nation must be in
accord  with tho habits of its people,
and not based on the .iuere imitation of
supposed or accidental  excelloncies of
others.

4 pamphlot on Lhe Russian cavaley.
which was recently published at Taschkend
By Genéral Pistorlkors, hias been received
with much favor by the leading papers of
Moscow and St. Petersburg, whioh strongly
urge the Government to adopt tho general's
recommeondation, The German' Arvmy, ho
says, now has tho reputation of being the
best in-Earope, and if Russin wishes 10 ro-
tain bor old position on the continent, she
must make her military force at least equal
to that of Germany, Unfortunately, many
years, must olupse before the Russian nfan-
try can be raised to tho German stondard;
but this need not be the case as regards
the Russian cavaley. The rogular troops, 1t
is true, have all tho defects of the cavalvy
of other dnuntries, besides several peculiar
to themselves, the latter chiefly caused by
theimportation of rogulations from Western
Europe which rré notsuited to tho Russian
soldier. Moreovor,in theso days of immenso
agglomerations of infantty, a force of §0,000
not very efficient cavalry soldiers, which it
would cost o very large sum to increase, is
almost useless It is'in her ircegular troops
which, if properly employed, would be the
‘best ant most numerous in the-world, ‘that
the real sourco of Rassia's military strength
is to. be found, During the last ten ortwenty
years the Cossacks have been systematically
neglected, yet if they were thoroughly yeor:
ganised they would mako tho finest cavalry
in Europe, and entirely supply the place of
the costly and {nefflcient regular troops. The
ficst thing to be done (procgeds tho writer)
it i3 at-once to abolish the utterly inapplhie
abile system <f Europeoan dnll, which is quite
opposed to the traditions and charactor ot
the Cossacks- 'They havo for conturies been
‘n nation of viders and warriors ; eyery man
in their military colonies has alwags-licen o
soldier'as wel]l as o peasant. They should
be permitted to ride with their tpaghtional
short stirrup, and to resunte their old wea:
pons, Whicli a ‘féblish ronnia” for uniformity
has abolished. The-old custom By’ Which
the Btaterpaid every Cossnck for the horse
he brought with him. into the &oll -should
.also bo.revived ; under the prasent system
‘they are badly mounted, Ligchuso they leave
their best horsednt -home. 'The ‘efperience
-of the Americanh. war has shosnozhat the
most useful cavatey ave dragogns urqued with
revolvers, 7. ¢. horsemen who can fizht on
foot, It wouldmnne-bd difficolt-to tinm Cos-
sacks forsuch gerviao,as they rro sspustonred
td*the use of firo-arms from their o' ildhdod,
At present therears from 260,000 {0 280,-
000 Cogsacke i-the Russinh nsrmy 5 if the
rogular gavsjcy.wero wbdlished, and the sutpy
apprqprigted. for .ilg, majntenanco wero ex-

ended iy tho ofginization of o Cossack
orco, thu-abovenumbergwould be'ftigreased

ang} Bashikirs, who now govsp.ny.reégular
troops. '*No European state,” ogncludes

the writer, “could compets’ willi Rusbia in
prodiivitiy 56 nileroul; BRI ¢ arid fiiex-
ARt i
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pensivo a forco, for none of them have such

-has the followitig:on
: ovgrlhrow.

-addi1lY edgles wers «captured.

to half-a-million, Intldding tlie-Kalmacks|{.
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an abundancoof ¢¥eellent malerial for tho
purpose. Russia might then recover hor
military predominance in Europe, dnd force
Germnany to withdeaw into, her natural li.
mits " “Tho Russian Minislry, whoso polioy
it 13 just 110w to Lo on good torms With Ger:
many, is of course tot likely to endorso all
tho opinions oxpressed in this paniphlet,but
thero is good reasgpr to believe that they aro
shared by many }{ussinns of all dgssos. and
it is doubtful whbther ovbi¥ do gbsolute a
ruleras Lthe Czar will long bl ablo to resista
feeling of national joalousyviliiehis &0 por-
sistently nhd generally mahifesting itsolf.” -
Pall Mall Godétte, *=f ""'{ -t
T,

Fururs historians will Gnd: in the evonts
of the y¢ar 1970.matter for speeulation and
analysis ncver beloro furnished by the
vecords of & singlp yenst singa-, history
itself became n.soiencos  ‘The: full of the
French E ngire, and the rise 2f thp ‘German
on its suinsis suflicient mattor for Taborious
researcit un to the causg of such;unparalleled
disasters and sudden,dépressijon.of..a groat
as well ns powerful ngtion, 4i]l that period
undoubtedly the fivst. thifitary power in
Europo. o

'Tho ex Emperdy; Louts Navoreoy, Was un.
doubtedly a great man—~asa Si.a;g,émi_m and
ruler, far in advance of his uncle;who could
only claim to be the greatessmilitary gonius
of hisage and ¢ountry, andwd beligve his.
tory will deal faitly with his gdiminigtration
awd prongunce.-a true judgment on his
merits, as wellas olear his memary -of the
blamo of those grent disnstors which has
o\'r?rwhelﬁxea" ‘thd coulitey for ‘whosp pros-
perity ho.bad done 50 much, An;axchange
the completeness of his

#'Che suddenness and completeness of the
late Emperor's overthrow.is explainad by &
few detuils of the Franco-Gorman. oonflict.
War was formally declared Betwaen tho two
powers on July 15 1870, and terrinated
on Fob. 16, 1871, lasting 310 days, but prac:
tically 180 days, in consequenge of the first
and Jast periods being.free from engage-
ments. g one week the German troops
waro ‘mobllized;’ or prepardd Yo chi¥eh, and
in two weéeks iverodegpitfohed toitHe west,
and Wwerq:arrangetton the. hine:froni/Treves
to Lindau., Tho troops. .sent.to the front
numbered “600,000 ; ‘and 45,000 men, with
‘horses, guny, cartiages, and nmmtnition,
Tind Lo be conveyed every day on five lines
al:railway, two of which, however, tyere lit-
tleused. Four Prussisn gorps d'armee bad
to traverso from 400 to 600 miles to reach
-the Rranch frontier, and' had to be fed on
the way. During the 180 dnys of active ser-
vioe: thero. wera fought 150 engagements,
17 groat battles ; 20 fortresses were taken
11,659 ofticers and 463,000 men of tho rank
and file wers made pristoers,and 6,70C guns
‘The late
Emporor surrendereit at.Sedan on Sept. 4.—
—~d49 (.zuy.s after-tho declarations of war, and
only mirty-4ivo days after actual hostilities
began, -

As wq have nover been so deeg]y im-
Ry . ek
’nrg.‘ssed with the superior excellence of Prus-
sian’ tratogy .or taclics as ,ﬁgst',of our
conteniporarics, wo are. not sqrpéiégd that

v
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they aro Leginning to find out tho only
qualily in which thoy did excel, and of
which tho French, unhappily for them
solves, wdro deficiont, was tho single ono of
diacip‘ino. In overy case when beaten, the
IFrench wore outhumbered. The following
extract will sot this in a proper light, it is
from a Prussian journal.

“ An grliclo in tho last number of the
Militair=1Vochenblatt on the threo great bat
tles—Xoniggeatz, Gravelotte, and Sedan--
contains some interesting details regarding
the relative positions and tactics of the a-
mies engaged. Gravelotto was purely an
infantry and artillery fight. At Xoniggratz,
on the contrary, the cavalry of both armies
engaged in frequent smaller or larger con®
flicts, cspecially towards the end of the bate
tlo, At Sedan, again, the French cavalry
only attacked en masse, and were invariebly
driven back by the German infantry. The
handling of tho artillery showed o great ad-
vance at Gravclotte and Sedan compared
with Xoniggratz, While in tho artillery
combats on the centre or- the 3rd of July,
1866, there is no trace of any uniform plan
on the part of the general in command, at
Gravelotte and Sedan the artillery was splen.

‘didly bhondled. After nono of the thrce
battlés was thero any protracted pursuit.
Tho numbers engaged at Koniggratz were
muchlargerthan at either of tho other 2 bat-
tles. Tho Prussians mustered 215,000 men,
as against 220,000 Austrians and Saxons;
whereas at Gravolotte there were only 120,.
1000 Franch againsg 200,000 Germans, and at
Sedan 130,000 French against 200,000 Ger*
minns also,  Koniggratz wasin point of num!
bers-the yreatest battle of tho century, as
«thére was 30,000 more men present than ut
Leiprig. Tho losses in killed and wounded
A, Kowggratz were .sU,u00 Austrians and
Naxons, as comsared with 10,000 Prussians,
‘or & total of 40,000 mleh. At Gravelotte
there werbd 14,000 Frenoh and 20,000 Ger-
mans killed and.wounded, or 54,000 men in

all ; while at Sedan the total loss was 24,000

namely, 14,000 French and 10,000 Germans.

ThusKoniggratzshows the largest number of

. killed and wounded—much larger than we
find in the greatest eugagements of the war

of 1870717 .

L
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Two great mechanical -and scientific au-
thotities and one scaman have given their
"opinions to'the world on tho present position
* oftba spiencé of naval coostruction,  Sir
W, Anusiroxe recommended that the
Amount of srmor uded ih future on ships of
fear should be just suficient to break upa
common shellwith alarge bursting charge.For
this purpose & plate an iack in thickness
Wit bo all that is required and when the
shell'js.thus broken, “the charge explodes
ithout violenga like gunpowder.”
-+ Mr, Reep 1s.0fiopinion that the timo will
~hrtive when-gtns will play a very secondary
‘part 0 maval svaefare, and that Fdmming
will Bo:the agency resorted to for tho pur-
posa:of settling tho question of tactics in &
navalaction.  Armor should, therefore, be
increased, not for the plrpose of resisting
shot but for strength to resist the shock of
{wo largé bodies ¢dming together with resist-
Tess Torce.  Adsiral ErLtorr is in favor of
what'is known as the deflecting principle, it

-

Ahat in aclion & vessel.would keep ona level

18 degrees, alternately exposing her deck

dispénses witlh ‘side armor, has heayily

armored fixed turrels low froo board: and
o bulkhead armored in bow and stern to pre~
vent raking ; his déck is a'so ‘heavily plated
a low freo board (not exceeding slx feet)s
the sides, tumbling lome rapidiy from tho
water lino and for six feet bolow it built on
tho cellular systém, so that sho might be
riddled at tho waterline without sink-
ing. B

It is ovident from the above, that-guns
havo completely overcome tho resistance

offered by armor, that it will bofx'w longer|.

possible to protect vessels from solid shot,
but it is evident that the most dangerous
projectilo will bo shells with large burstiog
charges and o very light armor will break
them up.

In dll tho cases argucd out it is nssumed

keol that she would neithér pitch or roll,
and that consequently overy shot ¢hat would
strilco her would do s0 af rigk. angles or
noarly 5o {o the plane of hor topsides, The
theories or rathor practical e..periences or
which all those views of tho penctrative
power of shot has"been founded, werg dequir-
ed on tho level sands at Shoeburyneas, the
gun was'fived from s solid- and stable plat-
form, and the target representiiig’ a scotion
of tho' vessel's sida was also solidly sented
as well as stationary. For any value or know-
ledge that this course of practice would: give
respecting tho relative action and power of
guns on armor at,geatho experiments might
as well be carried.on by pelling the targe
with roasted apples. -
Without firiuga shot'it cayld ho demom

strated that; given @ certain thickness of
iron, a projectile..and forco-could be got to
penetrate it at given-distances, tho simple
problem to bo worked out was {he velocity
of the shat, its weight being.known, tliocef
fect produced.could be predicated as cer
tainly before as after the ckplosion and im-
pact. Next cories the experiments with the
tho Glatton and Hotspur, it was simply the
oxperiments of Shoeburyness :transferred to
& mulipond,; neither vessel had any motion
and at 200 yards.the decision was by no
moans favorablo Lo the guns, YWithall due
deference to the great authprities who hive:
written on this subjecg'tl;oro-39qnﬁs;to s to
be yet wanting experimental knowigdge-+of
what would ocqur in an sction at ses, And’
the question has yet to be answered -in what
position a shot will strike an i'mngl,nd at’

right angles to, the plane of her sides. 1 +

Wo are told that in an-ordinary gale “eno
‘of thoge large irdnclads wiil roll from 16 to

-

and planoc sheer considerably -bolow the
water lino ; heropponent: will not be steady,
and except she is exactly alike in every par-
ticular, she will not roll in the same timo or
tho Bame manner.- Thewhole science of na:
val'gunnery as it used to be, when English
fleots won yictories unegualled in:apeient or
modern hislory, was comprised in tho single

e

e SIVLL warJ.dm-sinib'é;;wi'.thn
- just Bullicient to §reak wp-msfelt. willjbe not

quality of knoping when lo fire, 50 18 to so:
curo & veasonable chance of hitting the op
ponent atall. Morcover actions wero fough
at not more than. two cables longth, (4w
yards) and frequently within-ona, What is
sufliciontly evident, hawover, ig tho fua
that if tho shot strikes-pt an anglpdoss than
a right angle, it will be-daflegted, ang,there.
foro apart from tho shell. questiony & cerinin
amount of armor would. o an advant
age. , e,

What is to bo. dreaded in futureyis the
chanoe by whiclrtho dock-of a vessel can be
penetrated, and Admiral Evtior seoms to be
alivo to this contingency as in hid proposed
‘system thab pottion is to bo.-moro heavily
armoured—indeed mado praétically* impane
rablo—~and theto can bo very 'little ' doubt
but tho gallant scamair is perfecny‘tight.

Another nuisanco to bo'got rid ot is the
turret.  Under o Hea¥ily armofed deck,
guns could bo fouglit as efficlently as in »
turret, and tho deck load which mukes all
vessels built on this system, dangerous,
could be got rid' of. "Tho weight of ew
dénco seems o be in favor of retalning a
certain, amount of armot as prolection to
men, guns and machinéry, and reducing the.
sizo ofthovessel, ' 7

A project has been broached for Building s,
vessel equal in capacily to carrying armor

threo feet in thickness. Shio wonld be some,
343 feot in length,Lwithy 40 feét beuo w;

deck, and 60 fect at the water-line, Her:
topsides, tumbling fome rapidly, and her;

1-/reé ‘board would bo nt least -thirteen feet

above water, ’l‘h'c-olajedtibﬁs would bo to
her great length, which would ‘hake her
difficult to manceuvre, and if anything hap
pened hersteering gear, sho would’ be to
tally unmanageable; in addition fo which
her foll would exposo her plane Heer and
decks just asmuch as on pidjnary vessel.
What is to be fenred , appears to be lost
sight of amidst all the theoretical nostrums
laid down for to meet present exggencies
and that is tho qualities of specd and hand?
ness 80 essentiolly necessary i s vessd of
war will bosacrificed to theoretical consider |
ations. NRSTI [t '

n pulgn, jron shi

only usoful, but essentislly negessnry s
cruisers,while floating battories, will he likel
to be the type of the lino of bpitleship
for some.timato-come.; :, . ..., -uls

el
eIy

Our neighbors over tho lineswappéar to b
realizing the ingonvenionce of thely success
in imposing their unjust demanda;on: Great:

.Britain. The, Alsbamg. ...claima .y seens
to bo, .as ditheult.to . settie.. . the
United.Statey, gs-autsideithat-canntry. The
-folloyeing is:from 3n exchamgepatidiis; not s
bad ideaof thasituatjod * . « il
who United:States Goverdmbilt s in s

sgad dilemmn.  It:doesn't knowwlint: to do
with that fiftecen millions awarded at Geneva

4
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" Gougress had como to its reliol and is trying

.$oJogislato it inlo spmo channol of relief. 1f
. the Congressmen could only get their own
fingors ypon tho money o solution of tho
problem would bo at oncomado, As it is,
thair ablest finaucior can only make some.
thing npprol’lching an cqultqblo claim to
cight million dollars, by including losses and
. probablolosses.
If tho cight millions be thus disposed of
what will bedono with tho remaining sovon?
+ Itis propoded to recoguizo claitnafor benefits
upon specalations:nevar entered upon, but
which might havo beon if there hnd_boen
no Alabama. In this way they may dispose
of tha surplus ; but tho Genova Arbitrators
would have dono the Unilel States s favor,
if thoy-hind 10t obliged the British Govern*
mqnb to pay them moro monoy than they
know what to do with,”

T foll ,sving extract from the Droad .-
row of January 25th, i9 & fuir spocimen of
how history.is, andlins been written. It is
not yot fwenly five yoars sinco tho event to

" which wo suppose it rofors, occurs, and swe
find.no less apersonage than the Assistant
Quartcr Master General of tho British Army
credited frith tho arrest of tho late Siuri
O'Briey on the Railivay platform at Thurlos
in 1848,

It was well known at the time and il was
proved on tho subsequent trial that a Rail-
way Guard (in Canada & conductor) of the
Great Southiorn and Westorn Railway named
Huous avrésted Me, O'BriYN, and received
£500 storling, tho reward offered for his
capturc by tho Brilish Goyernment. Ior
the same, Colonoel Xexsett Dovanas Mc.
Kevzik might bo then an ensign quartered
at Thurles with a detachment of his regit
ment, and had about as much to do with it
as with-the discovery of the North Pole ; but
it is & curious illustration of how history has
been teavestied to serve personal adulation,
or for even worse purposes. What the ob-
ject of tho learned ** Flat, &o., Ruat Celum®?
1n assigning to an unknown individual.when
tho event occurred, a prominent positton 1n
an historical episode, now almost forgotten,
is hard to say, but itis too bad to rob the
Railway Guard of the hounor, as it canuot
add much to the Assistant Quarter Master
Genprals. laurels, -

The following letter relating to a mamo-
rable episode in tho military career of tho
present Assistant Quartermaster-General at
the Horse Guards, has been addrossed to
our contemporary the Globe (undey tho sig-
nature of “Flit &e., Ruat Ceelum.” :—
« : Gisier? wiil Do giad to hoar that though
tIroland revisited ' contains & ‘*sneer’ at
the monument of Smith 0'Brien, individuals
are somelimes seen doffing their hats-ns
they pass. Tho liko hongr was probably
paid to tho effigies of Roman heroes whoso
sfqrs hiad recently risen amongst tho constel-
lasions. Jiisticé ought to be ovenlfanded.
There is room for ahother monument oppo-

site to that whichis *snecéred’ at. Yoor-

Smith O'Rrien wis doubtless grateful to.the
officer who ferminated the cabbage garden
camapign by taking its hero prisoner on the
railway platform'dt Thurles, for it ox.. icated
him from a phinful "and’ embarrasing

position, Lot lroland bo geatoful too, and
orect o poaceful drinking fountain ricar Car-
lislo Bridgo in honour,of Colonel Kenneth
DouglasMcKenzio,”

et e =28ttt ittt o)

Ox Thursday.Jast, the fino anpd imposing
battation of the Governor Geneval's Guards,
under tho command of Licut.-Colonel I\
Ross, marched through $he principal streets
of the city, preaeded by their admirable
band ; tho' various companies mnstered
strongly, and altogethor, presonted tho best
military display thigcity has wilnessed for
sqme time. (

This battalion is composed of the Ilate
Ciyil Seryico Corps, and of young men from
the different classes in the city, tho officors
beingin about equal proportions. At pro-
sent there aro only six companies, but thero
would boe no difficulty in raising its strength
to ten companies ; and, as a movement has
beon made in:Montreal to change one of the
battalions i that city into guards, wo hope
to see Colonel Ross's battation numbered as
tho 1sL Royal Canadian Guards, which ought
to:boe their proper:title.

The city has been indebted to the liberal-
ity and enterprise of the gallant colonel and
officors for the best militaryjband in Canada,
whoso_serviceshave beon giverl with un
checked liberality on every public occasion.
Although we cannot boast o”"reciprocity on
the part of that same public,areing thht the
band'is supportéd at {he expense of the offi.
cers altogethes, and they have given the
bost (as wollwasithoonly sories for this year)
of Assemblies,ind Promenade Concerts, this
city has yet geén. As might be expected,
the Guards are tolgrably well drilled, and in
the hands of Colonel Ross and Major WmTte
will speedily take precodence in that as well
asevery other soldierly qualification.

Ottawa can now;hoast:of having the best
Ficld Battery of Artillery, thae best Brigade
of Garrison Artilléry, and tho best battalion
of infantry~—the Guards—in Canads, the
wwhole force numbering close on %00 non:
commissioned: officérs and men—a very fair
proportion of soldiers in those piping times
of peace, to tho population, considering tho

said soldicrs sexve at thelr own expense, |

The city hns gaod reason to be proud of its
military force, and especially of the Gover-
nor General's Guards. "
P ey et nm e =
REVIEWS

b H

——

The Cunadian Illusirated Ne]p} for 8th

......

February coptains & portrail pngi fac simile

of the autograph, of Iler Excqliency .tho.

Countess. of Dufferin, a double page illus-

trativa of tho-Montreal  citizens' ball, a.

sleteh of the fancy dipss skating eatertsin:
ment held ix\..hgx,\on‘,éf“their Excollendies.;
the. wreek.. .of the . Germany. on the
French cbast, an dtlustration' of Professor
Peppor's Suirlows optieal illussion’ of the

Ghost with a paper explaining the moans
whereby it is produced, and other well got
up illustratious ; & column of Notes and
Queries havo been added, agwell as p ladies’
departmont.

Wo have to nocknowledgo the raceipt of
tho first number of the Amerizan Protestant,
a monthly Journal of choico litoraturo com-
piled from tho bost magazines and* Authors.
[t is published by 8. M, Kéennedy, editor, at
No, 26, North Soventh Streot, Philadelphis,
United States. Thosubscription being §1.76
per annum; tho present number fs for tho
month of March,

Tho Newo Dominton Monihly for Feburary,
I872, has n portrait of the late Emperor
Louis Napoleon, a spirited historical sketch
by J.B. Lamoino of la guerrc des Bostonnais
under tho heading of ¢ Trifles from my Port*
folio,” a notico of * Letters from High La*
titudes,”" and some good poetry. Tho New
Dominion Munthly keeps up tho reputation
with which it started. .

<

Notwithstanding the favourablo construe-
tion put upon the Alsatio Lothoringian con'
seription by the official Provincial Corres
pondent, independent Prussian journals
prove the result to have been by no means
gatisfactory. Instead of 5324 men as was
desired, only 3039 men have been actually

brought under the conscription from a con-
tingent of qualified persons, emounting to
7454, ‘The 3039 are obviously not axclu.
sively conscripts of tho usual order, but
reinforced by reserves of the first andsecond
class; forasin the ordinary course of con®
scription only 250 men are taken to tho col-
ours out of 1000 al'e-bodied persons, if the
sameo proportion had been observed only
2000 ought to have been selected out of tho
7454, Even tho ratio of 7454 is, however,
low, for a population of 1, 597,219—especi-
ally of the strong and-healthy build.ofAlsatio
Lothoringians—ought.to yield at least 18,-
000 or 22,000 ablgbodied youths liable to the
conscription after the Germanaverage. Two-
thirds of the ordipary number are thus
shown to have escaped their military obliga-
tion. Such men as have buen taken are
described as strong and well built, anda
léxrgo proportion have begn drafted into the
uards., - .. .

‘The Marquis of Lorné,; in' & speech deliv-
ered at Glasgow on the evening of the Tth
expressed regrot at the emigration ofScotch
men from their native country, which is
capableofsupporling an immeénse population
and whero Iabourors ayescarce. If, howevor
he said, people were delermined to ewigrate

‘| io hoped they would stitk to the old flag

.and go‘to one of the British colonies. No
‘doubt the advice given to tho-Sca.ch peoploe
by ason in-law.of Ifer Majesty tho Queen
‘will Eave tho effect of materially Increasing
‘thé stream of emigration to'the colonies, and
a splendid opportunity is now afforded the
Dominion agents in Scotland to securo a
larger share of tho emigrants who leave
North Britain than lis hitherto been directe
ad to Canadian shores,




82

IS 17 WORTH THE PRICE”

Moro meun L search of the 10y pue,
Thetrople sta'around witleh we ml),
Moro traasure, ships, and Jives may be,
All sanrlticed {o thie Polar Sea,

What If they find both the Pole and Sen ?
1What Letterthen shadl earth's children be ?
Who wants 8 hoino that needs must shiare
WiLh b friondly sealor 2 polarbear?

Stlonco and glaclers, snows and foxy,

Train oll and dorkposs, and woltlshudoss,

Xud thoogh Aurorn miny gild the ntght,

Nno pepus Must freezoavhiic they sve the sight,

[

Nouh{p on tho errantt of cummeorco brat,
Would cross by the new faund cpntinent,
No charch would-rival the fceberg's spire,
No chhinnoy shelter & huuschold fire.

1

“Seience i Lkuow Ay thio old wife waits, '
Golng buckwaurd down to the Blessed Gates, |
J.ookyng earthavard yet for some tokenset

As tho brave Sir Johin whoin shie cau’t furget.

‘Think you, all the charts that expiorers gave
Can hide from hier that utsaxlded grave ?

Think yon the wives of Lho missiug inon }
Can say God spied the search ugatn ? i

There thall be new tates of beleazucred shifpa
Amtdtoppling bergsatndthe tee-tor * oips
Of men humesick for the mentow sol,

And the sound of bills {n the housc ol God.

Snow-blind and falnt withthe ceaseless stare

Lhoy slh:\ll stumbto on Liaroagh th. swmmer's
glare;

Weary and worn for the yanished light,

Thoy shall ight the glowm of (o Aruie aght

Is there o Lo ald, ot & soul ta save,

E'en a cajrn to Jay on o raveman’sgrase .,

1s there wroug Lo right, ora heart to hiess,

Shall{)m search goon?  Yes, o God's same
es.

But {his, to outlino ob & chart anew,

Where it gooud ship carried her colors through,
‘To clalm frosh fields ofthd sterile fee

At such fearfal cost—1t 13 worch the price !

—_— e -
'HE BRITISH LINE IN ATTA
AXD FUTURE.

~ee

CiK, I'AST

(Continued from Page 72)
COXPITIONS OF THE ATTACR CONSIDERED,

Conditions of the Attuck.—To advance is of
courso a conditon inseparable front the at-
tack, Tho first object of the attack 1s to
gain ground. ‘X0 destroy the cucmy, if he
resists, is only the second-

A rapid advanco shortens tho affuir, and
tonds by the varying distance, 1f not by mo
ral effect, to spoil tho enemy’s :um, and for
hoth these reasons ditdinishes-the losses of
the assailant. Nevertheless, a simplo ad-
vapceo wilhout protection,even ncross i com
paratively short space, is, in the face of mo-
dern firo, huzardous.

Modern Improvemeals furor the Defence,
— The improvements m wmodern fire-arms
are mainiy :—

1. Rauge iucreased fraim 20y to W0 yards
with greater precision.

2. Loading can be cffected withoat expo-
sure.

3. Rapidily of tire increased three fold.

In thodays of smooth iores, the agsulant
excopt for the firo of artdlery, might ap.

roach with compartative impuuity to with-
in 200 yards of anchemy’s position. By tho
mothod of loading thedefendérs sverovbliged
10 dxpose themsclves. They might bo koeol-
ang, but as the distanco remaining to ho sur-
mounted by the assailant before he was
within charging distanco was very frifling ;
this position did not materiully alter cases
but they wers more gencraily standing, an
therefore tho terms wero more even, Under
theso citcumstances the defender had no
time to fire many rounds,)and the affair,

"begun lata was soon sattled in ono way or

I

! (if the defenders havo boon able or have had
' tho sense to chooso proper ground), and the
! nsgailant must movo all that distance under
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another, | .
But tho sffair is nowbogun at 900 yards

firo ; whilo the now system ofloading allows
tho defenders to carry on their fire oven
tho open, with n mero nominal exposure.
‘Tho effectsof the third improvemont are not
50 nﬂparcnt. ‘Tho lils are not in proportion
to the larger number of rounds fired, bo-
cause thereis throotimes a8 much -srooke,
and threo times as much nolse, and conse
quently more oxcitement. ‘The terrible
effects of rapid firo must be exhibiled prin.
cipally, under sfrict supervision, at short
ranges say 200 yards and undor, at.distinet
cbjocts. when wen ~annot well miss,

Atmed and Unaimed fire.—"he fire of tho
defenders tells upon the agsailant in ¢aimed’
and “unaimed * tire. Against the **aimed
fire'* troops find protection, obsorves Major
Tellenbach, “ by tking advantage of
ground,” lessening tho size of the
mark, loose touch, -shght depth. and
motion; from fire .ot aiwced or
badly aimed at them, chiefly by avoiding
tke shot sphereas far as pgsible, or if they
are obliged to delay in it, by seeking out
the places whero the sliot fall least thickly,

Under ‘‘fimed fire’”* tho chances that
any number of men run of being hit may
Le generally stated to be in proportions to
the intensity of the fire and is rapidity.

‘The inténsity of fire from & given-number
of wzen may be. called medium when it is di-
rect (or when their lines of fire are parallel)
less when it is "divergent, and is greater
when it isconvergent.

It has been found that the comumon
inglination is to fire at the centre of an object
where it is thereforo more intense, and
henee it is betterto bringup supports in rear
of tho flanks of such object.

Herein lies the pith .of the reason why
loaso order is a proteotion agninst aimed fire,
Because the more open order invites tho
more direct or oven divergeni- ie., less
inlense fire; the closer order—i.c,, as the
men forin an object, invites the convergent
or more intense fire. Thus if 100 men in
line are firing at25 advancing lowards them
the firo will be convergent or intenso ifthe
25 are formed in a body ; but if the latter
extend themselyes, say four paces, they will
occupy a front rather wider than their ene.
my; they then offer no specil at{raction.
?nd thereforo invite a direct or less intense

e,

une great satogaard, thorefore for those
exposed to aimed.firo i8 to equal the enemy’s
front.

Tt hasalso been observed (Major Tellen-
bdch, p. 19) that ¢ the bottoms of defiles
are n18.a rule heavily swept by fire ; the sides
or glopes much less heavily, ¥ This i3 pro-
bably owing less to any inclination of men
to prefer firing into a hollow tofiringstraight
o their front, than that becauso the lines
of defence across thoe head of the hollow or
defilo would bo ro-entering,producing there
fore a convergent fire at the boitom.

Tho common fuult is finng 1s that 1t s
too high.

Asregards the “ unaimed shol sphere,™” it
is-tho space within which theso bullets frll
which have missed theirmark, or which bave
been more or less blindly delivered. The
breech loader offers great facilities for mak.
ing plenty of smoke and noide, which men
dearlylove in proportion as they lack nervo
and discipline, and it is found that-there are
created in various parts of the field bullet
storms of various dimensions through which .

(Fesrpary 1S, 1873.

it is dangerous to pass, The French
“Moulin a Café " wns just- tho systom to
mnke thesoe storms drendful if entountered,
while actunl contact with afoés so éducated
vould bo comparatively insignificant.

It should also Lo noted that at tlie long
ranges the unnimed shot sphere will pro-
bably be very closoin rear of the- mark,
while at tho short ranges, if the dofenders
are lying down, it will mostly-bo at a very
considerablo distance in rear

If & whols {ront were evenly engaged, the
unnimed shot .sphore would probably bo a
costinuous strip.in rear of. the assmiants,
if there are sovoral attacks:it also -will bo in
patches. : :

Itis impor}ant.‘lo observe that in passing
through the ¢ unaimed sliot spherd,' speod
alone can diminish tho risk ofloss, Avoid
it or cross the least inlense portidn of it, if
such be possible, but formation ¢aft effect
the question in no way whatever, except as
it may cflect the speed. Bullets are flying
at a given rate within certain' limits, and if
all must pass through those limits, the indi-
vidual chances arq rjot affected by beingin
company. It would bo otherwise reason
able to assert that a body of men marched
throughashower of raininskirmishingorder
would bo veached by fewer Jdrops—i.e
would got less wet—than if they, passed
tbrough at the same place in column,or thut
you would get less wet—walking aléno in
the rain than you would do’in company
with & friend !

AMeans oF NEUIRALIZING THE ADVANTAGES
or tue Derexce.—Improvementsin fica-arms
having multiplied for the defenders’ ad
vantages : which remain largely in their fa
your until tho assailant can reach that point
when for the first time he will be on even
terms, i.¢., when they must rise to repel
him ; itis for tha latter to consider what
means there aro of nentralizing those advax
tages.,

The advantages in favor of the defenco
may be neutralized, directly or indirectly,
more or less, by same of the following meaus.

I. Ball-proof cover, as wally, ditcles,

undulating or broken ground.

2. Concealment by fog or darkness.

3. Mere coucealing cover, bedges, ¢i-,
with neither ditches nar banks) and undev
wood. )

4. Keeping the enemy otherwise occupied

5. Formation,

6. Attitude.

7. Specd.

Of theso as regards.--

1. If tho defenders aroe wise none will be
available,

2 Feg not always piescot, snd together
with darkness not generally suitable.

3. Ofusconly whilo the enemy is unawaro
of its beingoccupied, otherwiso dangerous.

4, 3, 6, and 7 sre tbe_only means con-

stantly available, and in the poser of

the assailant and sro thereforo princi
puily to be considered. .

Krerive gue eNeMY Occoriev.—Thoe first
important means of protection for tho as-
s.n‘nntis to opposefiro by firo; just as w
storming ubreech tho protecting firo of »
covering party is necessary while the storm

ers are crossing tho diteh and mounting tho
ladders. Firing has a doublo, application
—vizﬁo destroy, and to deaden bis fire.
Wsld unnecessary firing cannot betoo sirony
1y condemed—whilo doing the enemy 1itt.0
Jiarm, it tends 1o croboldea him.

*fo atiain o superiority of firo at tho point
of attack is ono great problem far tho assail
ant. ’ N
Aiming.—Xen whoaim well, whether from
ha bit oaly or from nataral coa , will
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soon quell,the fire, even of superior numbers
of those who have no such qualities. The fire
of the latter (if they do not run away) will
probably beeome more rapid, but the muz-
2zle: of their rifles will rise as their heads sink
gradually behind their cover, and the bullets
will fly harmlessly over those for whom they
were intended.

Firing obliquely with the Line.—Every one
acquainted with the use of fire arms knows
that fire is delivered to theleft front of the
individual ; in fact, that to fire to this front
A man‘makes a right half turn or brings up
his left shotilder. The front rank of a closed
body can fire to its left front as easily, as'
rapidly, ascorrectly as toits front, and the
fire thus delivered is, in proportion to the
acuteness of the angle, more intense than
direct fire. This is worth remembering, both
on account of the important aid which, with
out disturbing the front, can be renderd by
one body of men to another on its left which
is either attacking or receiving an attack
as well as that,  when theve is the shoice, it
is always better to attack the right front or
flank of your enemy than the left.

Oblique Frie against the Enemy.—On the
same principle as with artillery fire, firing
obliquely, when it can be adopted against an
enemy, will be much more effective than
direct fire, particularly against troops in loose
order, If a handful of stones be thrown at
a line of open railings, where, according to
the space between the railings (the size of
the stones being the same in each case),
only ons in four perhaps, or less, would hit
when ‘the throwing was direct‘ all would
hit if thrown atan angle of 30 deg. with
the lihe ' (supposing it to be of sufficient
length). ,

Foruarions.—Reverting to the remarks at
p- 16 on “aimed fire,it may be observed that
it would be a difficult thing to inveigle an
enemy into delivering a divergent fire, but
it wounld be very easy to draw from hima
convergent one. The best course, therefore,
for the troops immediately engaged with him
is to strive for a general average. or ** medi-
um,” by offering no inducement for a con*
Vergent fire ; preserving a formation so uni-
form that no part of it shall attract his eye
more thun another. Skirmishers therefore
should be drilled as heretotore into main-
taining this even line to avoid getling into

No's and clumps, which inevitable attract
8 convérgent. fire. Cover, that isin their

road, shounld be mnde the best of ; but, as it .

(as well as fire) is only to be employed as it
Mmay aid towards attaining the main object
8aining ground,any resort to it which would

reak the line or check the advance must be
Avoided, Thisis generally the commence:
Ment. of ge‘ling into knots; it is very
€asy to get into these clunps, and very diffi-
cult to get out of them. And if the enemy
Sannot hit these groups while under cover,

lll;e can at least watch for them as they

leak,

h l‘he_ most efficient skirmishing line, there-
Ore, is that which allows every individual
COmposing it to combine easeand rapidity of
tOVement with the best use of his weapon.
Should never be 80 thick as to risk more
SOe“ than can find honest employment, nor
insDin a8 to draw the enemy's attention to
d‘Vlduals; single rank, therefore, and the
“‘ension, whatever it may be, well main-

eohed ; or the formation least resembling a
Warm,

Sk?f the formations of those who back up the

oir Vishers.—Supports in  single rank.—As
!hong’ nearest the skirmishers, support
uld move in single rank. Extended over

t
be‘:tl‘"ge front, they would be as well or

€r able to reinforce the skirmishers, and

if they happened to come under the aimed
fire of the enemy, the more extended front
would be preferable. The rear rank might
be used either to extend the front echellon-
ed in rear of one or both flanks. -

Line two deep.—Line two deep is suitable.
to the greater fire power, deliberation, de:
termination, and order required of the body
prepared to take the enemy in hand at the
““critical ’* point. Until then it should not
come under the aimed fire of the enemy's
infantry, T

Four deep.—A third formation is fourdeep
which, with two front ranks kneeling, re-
presents the greatest intensity -of infantry
fire. Tt is suitable principally for defensive
purposes and for second lines. The :four
deep formation was used on a memorable
occasion in our military history, viz., by the
late Duke of Wellington’ to meet the last
great efforts of the French at Waterloo.

¢ The Duke had perceived  the conoen-
tration of heavy columns to the right of La
Belle Alliance. and to oppose & more solid
resistance to the evidently approaching at-
tack, had ordered all the infantry corps
between the two great roads to be formed
from two deep into four deep lines.” (Crisis
of Waterloo).p.13.)With what result is known.

One regiment had the left wing doubled
in rear of the right; another formed the
four deep line by wheeling up from half
column by half companies to the left. The
double line of companies would prebably be
the better formation, six paces being pre-
served between thelines- Ifthe whole fire
were required, the rear companies would
close up and the front companies would
kneel, their supernumerary ranks turning
outwards and moving to the rear as in a
four deep square, The advantages of this
formation compared with the two deep line
are.—

1. Greater mobility, with the whole fire
available if -required.

2. Frie more concentrated, The same
amount being available in half the
space.

3. Readiness to thwart a flank attack with*
out diminishing the front by wheeling
up a rear company. '

4, Formed in half the time from column,

Compared with the Jomini column the
advantages are :— h

1. An extent of front (for British regiment)
equally manageable. The front éf
the columns used by the French in
Italy (100 men), it would only exceed
by one half, battalions 600 strong,

9. No fire sacrificed, and thereforenodelay
necessary for deployment,

3. Une third less depth . offered to the
enemy’s projectiles. B

It may of course, at any time be partially
or wholly deployed into two doep line to fiil
gaps or for other purposes,

These closed formations are oraeily 5oiﬁe9 :

upon whom the skirmishers can depeand, and
whose presence infuses a moral force into
the whole, and ensures an orderly and steady
advance. .
_ They shopnld he kept as much as possible
out of the aimed fire, and if the skirmishers
work well and ayoid as much gs possible
everything which would draw a convergent.
fire (which makes the ‘‘unaimed fire'’: hot.
also), they have no unususl risks to:run, Ia
any case, however, their extended front uni-
form slight depth, and pliability, provide
them with the best general chances against
sudden or unforeseen risk from aimed or un-
aimed fire. .

ArtitupE—In crossing open gzound under
fire the attitnde of the soldier is of very great
importance. A man of 5 ft. 8 in, may, be

stooping, take nearly 2 feet off the top of -

the target which he would otherwise offor to .

the enemy, and be able to move without in—
convenience, What lover.of wild sports has
not compressed himself into the smallest.

possible compass, walking and running for

"a length of time till every muscle has ach--,

ed ? The men should be drilled to this,
and, when under fire, all dashes across ex-
po;ed places should be mada in . this atti-
tude.

SPEED.—On this subject, and the gvenemlljzl—

method of getting over the ground, the fol-
lowing appeared in an English military work. .

(
il

ag early as 1852, on the first intorduction of -7

the Minie rifle.
mishers, under fire ofa well posted enemy- ::
must he at the doublequick 10 avoid ruinou,
destruction. If the distance cannot e sur-

mounted in one effort at such speed, it must '

be traversed by successive dashes to inter- .

.vening cover;’’ also, exposed to the long .
‘range 1t would appear that supports willbe..; :

often obliged to loosen into exténded:or:':
der.”*

“ All movements of skir-/:: -

(‘‘Essentials of Good Skirmishing,’? .
20d Ed., pp. 21-31,) This was the essence - :

of the plan adopted by the Prussiansat Le

Bourget. ‘ . o
THE -ADVANOER TO THE ATTAOK.

Skirmishers.—In the “advance to the ' '

attack,” i.e., at the long ranges, the skir:' "~ ~
mishers should be comparatively few. Very ~ -
little of the enemy is visible, and to produce ..
any appreciable eftect, physical or moral, °*
firing at such distances 1equires deliberation ~ *
and judgment. The temptation to the skir.

mishers to throw away fire is much greator
now than formerly. Itis betler to get over

the ground to the borders of the *‘attack ~*

proper.” than to waste time and ammuni-
tion, increase noise and smoke, They may

be reinforced, however, if circumstances

demand it, and should be doubled at poidt-
blank range. o
Bodies in support—The ground most fayour-
able to the defenders i, the &lear open
front, would—if the enemy were kept well
occupied, be most favourable to the Advance
inline. 1f the front werenottlear and open
so much the better for the assilant, =~ '

Officers commanding divisions, briga‘uie&

regiments, and companies, each within the

limit of their command, possess the power ..

of altering their formation, and increasing:. . :

or diminishing their front to duit the eon- .. .
ditions of ground, and they must exoercise .:: .

their judgment in the same way in. regard
to the enemy’

s fire. Our own. military; -

bsstory is fertile in instances exhibiting the(- ...

readiness and pliability of our teoops, and’

that there is nothing stifi in our system; or::
opposed to the excercise of intelligence, .-, :

The following is an instance ofa regiment -
crossing open ground and a deflle swept by -
fire. At theNivello on the 10th Noyember,
1813, **the line of the French main podition
‘was 1n front of the regiment with af inter-

vening rocky water-course, which it woul

seem was deemed impossable by our enem-'
ies. The 52 moved by threes the small
open ravine and wood in their front under
a smart fire of artillery from the ridge which
was next to be assailed. In front of this
wood, the water-course was crossed by a

:small and narrow stone bridge, on the op-

posite side of which was a road running
parallel to the water:course, with a aheltered
bank towards the enemy. The offlcers and -
men of the 52nd crept by twos and threes
to the edge of the wood, and then dashing
over 100 yards of open ground, passed the -
bridge, and formed behind the bank, which -

was no more than eighty yards from theen.

emy’s entrenchments. The signal was then
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given, the rough lino sprang up the banlk
and tho enomy gave way." (Records, H2nd
f;. 1., p. 210)., Orderis tho rulo, and such
circumstances demand excoptional mea-
sures, Undor modorn long ranges such
casos will ocsur more fraquently.

‘Tho nature of the intervoning ground and
tho enemy’s-firo must dotermine the qties-
tion. ‘That formation will be tho most suit.
ablo which will enablo the assailant to
traverss tho intervening space with the
least loss,in tho best order to guard against
Interruptions, and from which he can form
Iine most readily bofore entering upon the
arcna of tho attack nroper.

Even the Prassinn ¢ small columns march.
ing swiftly,” might.bs accepte-l asn mecans’
if suited to the ground, provided they do-
ploy befors :entering upon tho arenn of the-
attack propet. - - .

Across.grounil thg nature of which rendars
an advante in iine impracticable.and except
where it is so exposed to firo that theox
tension and. succepsive dashes of the whole
(as with skirmislrers and supports, p. 23)
advisable,the flank march of tours, from the
widor freedom which it offers to thio exer-
ciso of judgment among subordinates, whe-
ther for divergence, variety of pace, or tem-
porary loosening of files, scoms likely lo
combine the greatest facilities for getting
over the ground, taking advantage of.all
cover, and.muintajoing an amount of order,
from which (e qrder of tho whole can 1most
readily Yo resumed. It might almost be
denomingied the independent maich of com-
panies but nolquite so—order must Le the
rule, independenceo the exception,

Adeance of - the sceond line —The clicum
stances underwhich the advancs of the lirst
line acrogs the space to-tho Liotders of the
attack propér is made, differs somewhat
from those of tho secord. The fitst line
follows tho skirmishers while they aro still
in motion. During their brogress the enemy

are comparatively slightly engaged (though ]

the artillery mus} endeavour to make up for
it), and they mighk even share witn the
skirimishers & small portion of the aimed
firo ; the unaimed shot sphero is cantiually
varying with tho mark ; and the firing geno
rally is more scattered. When the skirmish-
ers and tho:fitst line have reached their
positionithe enemy will be mors hotly engag:
ed, the:directioir of theig fire will Lo noro
steady, and the shot spheres pretty cone
stant. ‘fhe-:secongd line (except for the
enemy’s. artiliery), when the time arrives,
may advanos in almost nny formation: that
the gronnd.will admit, avoiding theunaimed
shot sphares. If theground adirits, the four
leop linesvill often bo the best for present
and future.purposcs. :

From this. i6. wili boswen thas i
tack is opened by  bodies separated fiom
each other by 100 or 500 yards special facili.
ties will often bo afforded for bringing up
the sccond [ine with litlle risk. Theso
dispositions may thep be conveited intocont
verging allack by iocluing towatrds the
centre, or a flink, durdag the aftack pro
per.

£ tlin ate
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{To he contineady
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RUSSIA IN CENTRAL ASIA.

(From the New Y&k T.mr Y

Lo questior 13 asked what, 1s the mean:
ing of this restless and deterwined advanco
of Russia castward and soutkward 2 It is
mere lust of cobyuest that, prompts her to
absord the Kharates uowsy aud.to wso than
afterward gs & stepping stope wiwards Brit
iah India?. Darily so, pechape, but not on®
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tirely so. It has beon tho misfortuno ‘of
Russia to have acquired an empive as large
of this continent, on the wrong-side of tho
backbone of tho Weslern llemisphero. In
Europo auit Asia alike tho immense plains
which constitute tho Dominions of the Czar,
slopa in tho wrong direction. {lor great ri-
vers havo either no vimble outlet at all, or
flow 1ato the Artic Ucean. Did the people
at the North Pole need her gran, her hentp,
or her fur, and were the girdle of porpetual
ico removed, sho would take rank as oneof
the foremost commercial and maratime pow*
ers of the world. But ns the great Ingh:
ways of western commorge aro the Moditer-
ranean, the Atlantie, and the'dndion Ocean,
and as she possesses very intidequate moeang
of reaching avy of them, the greatest prob-
‘Tem of Rassianstatesmanslup must continue
to be as it bas been for the Jast tivo hundred
years, how to obtain for-her a sonthorn sen-
board? Elihu Banitt pablished, in March
1871, a little paniphlet composed of contrt-
butions ingerted in.the Yunes and athor joue.
nals, in which the view of the sabject is very
fully illustrated, lere- arg some points
from his argument =— . .

“Russjais virtually a riverless -empire.
It i3 full of rivers, graat.and small, but
either they riuf to no ports-'of her own or
they areworthless for cqmmerce. .
Imagine n great bayou af the Misspssippi,
Jast bolow Vicksburg, of .the dimensions of
‘the Black Sea.  Imagine all the rivers in
tho United States from Maine 40 Taxas, fo
run into this salt-water bpyou, and that all
‘thio cobmprco-that floats on those rivers has
through tbat short length of the niver that
connects the inland sen with the Gulf of
Mexico. Then roalize, if you can that this
short and narrow straib is called the Bospho-
rus, and that New Orleans isConstantinople,
and'that wll the commerte of the Uniter)
‘States, east of Racky Mountans, that finds
its way to thie Atlantic, has to pass between
the ports of i foreign nation, of a race, lan-
guage, and roligion as alian to us as any
pagao people can be, * ¢ See
what long rivers run northward into tho
Arclic Ucean, ns the Obe Yanisee, Lina,
and others. * ® * Look the
other way and see the lengih and coursa of
the famous Volgaand Ural, "These fill into
the Cispian & warmer sea ; but thoy might
as well run into our Lake of tho Woods; so
far as ocean connection and: commerce are
concerned.”

The political and geographical necessities
of Russin means onc and the samn thing.
Traco the dong line of her southern frontier,
and youn have a key totho past, present, and
futyre problems of Russian diplomacy. Den
mark holds tho entrance to the Baltic; Drus
sia debars her Muscovite neighbor from got-
ting a port on tho North Sea; Austria lies
between her and thg Adriatié, and she must
conquer Turkey to command the Dirdane-
iles, where a fort or two conld ab dny 1ime
neutralize all the benefits of the few hundred
miteg of seaboard betweeen tho mouth of
the Dnicper and the mouth of the Dun.
Then comes Asiate Turkey. then the laud-
locked Caspian with Persia_on its southern
shore, culling off aceess to the Porsiun Gulf,
«nd then, ascuming the ultimate conquest
of Yurkastan thero aro Afghanistan, and Be-
loochistsn, interposing u salid wedge of ter~

- nitory between Russiaaad thesouthern ocean

From that point onward to ths far distant
Paaific, half & contment lies boliceen Ruasia
tand the southern soaboard of Asia.  Nicho
{1ns 2ried to pierco this wall of territorial adn

mant atits weakest point, in the Danabian

Prncipalitics, and found reason 6 repeat
]his rashness,  His son is driviog the vedgs
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daro, with thoe view of striking somo dny for
Persia or Afghamstan, and so giving Russia
& broad ocoan outlet for producty whioch sho
at prosent carries by many tortuous and nar.
row chaunels to th:o markets of tlpworld,
1t may seam that he might ag well continuo
his father’s policy and by mtrigues and
-tooney in Greoeco,Roumaniy, and Servia pave
tho way for nnothernrmed attempt to clutch
at the sick man's inlieritance.’ But then he
would have to fight Austria, sud perhaps
Germany as well 9s-Great Britain, [n Asia
on the other and, thore 1s only-the British to,
denl with and an effete dynasty to topple
over, whether Iferat or Psheran bo made
the objective point of advance, 1t.is diffoult
to seo on what grounds the usually well-in*
formed JIndspendence Belge assumes that
thereis no necessary divergence batween
theinterests of Great Britain  and Russig-in
Central Asia. Keeping in vies the fact that
Eagland nught as well quit Indin at once,
as allotv Russia to cammaod-the cpast of the
Arabian Son, it is very bard to seo how shio
can avoid drifting into war about Porsinop
 Afghanistan somoe day. .

Staatesioat  Ratuwavs.—The DIrussian,
Minister of Commerce haslaid befors Parlia
ment a scheme of new Government rajlivays,
113 millions; works to bo entered upon
Jorthwith, and in order to comploto com
munication with all parls of the country,
Uné hno is to be built at ouce between Cob.
lentz, Trier, Diedenbofen (Thionville), and
by thus means there will be direce communi
cation between Motz and the Russian frontier
through Berlin,  Other short lines aro also
to bo made, so that thero may be a concen
tration of several lines of railway on the new
frontier and there will never again bo thé
samo delay as in the last war in sending
troops on to the front. )

Au ingenions Eeoglish inveator has iurned
clectricity to 2 new aceduat, but not as yet
with complete success, is object is to uge
itas n motive power for tho propulsion of
vessels in lieu of stoam, and ho tried the ex-
pertment the other day on 2 yacht named
the Miranda, with a screw detached. 'Tho
result was the driving of the shaft at such
an immenso velocly that beforo the machine
could be stoped, 1t had broken awsay the
fastenings, being to powerfnl by half for ail
tho work it had to do. ‘Tho mventorof the
machino, which is called the ** Electro Mag-
net Motor, ?* aestimirtes the number of 1ts.
revolution at full speed at from 1,400 to
1,0:¥) per minute. :

The Frenenn | pers continuo to dwell up.
on the letter of thh Duc de Gramant. Tt is

stuted that the Duc de Gramont is to com-

municate to the Commission of Inquiry sove-

rdl imporlant documents to prove that -
Austria nad intimated to Franco ils occure
enco in the war. against Goranany, Among
thesoe documents i3 said to be the nushentic
darit af a treaty ofalliance bstweon the two
Empires. Oa theother hand, it is s(atod
that the most omphati ccutradictions of the
statcment made by the Duc de G ramont are
received from all quarters It is specially
stated that tho draft treaty in question had
no connection with the ovents rf 1370 ‘The

publication of these documents, which kns:
becomo incispengable, is nnxiously looked

' far.



