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THE CANADIAN MAGISTRACY.

Whaex the Emperor Alexandcr of Russia visited
Bogland in 1814, at the head of the briliiant
array of the Kings and Princes of liberated
Europe, after a careful examination of the
working of our matchless constitution, and the
hapyy balance preserved by 1t between tie
thre estates of the realm, he expressed himselt’
particularly struck with one important feature
in the social aspect of Great Britain,—her un-
paid Magistracy. At that period atleast, such
a body was unknown among European nations,
and the enlightened Russian was loud in his
praises of the wisdom that dictated the eslab-
lishment of such a system, and of the palpable
good effects of its operation.

By such an arrangement the country was
studded as it were with an ample number of
volunteer judges of right and wrong,—sworn
conservators of public peace,—~watch{ul censors
of general decency and morali.y, and ever ac-
exssible guard'ans of the priri'ezes of the r.ch
end the liberties of the poor. In a countrylike
England, possessed of a numerous and respect-
able aristocracy, there was little danger of the
powers of the magistracy, except in a very few
instances, being vested in dangerous, mean, or
unworthy hands. Every Justice of the Peace
was in his local position the representative and
minister of the Head Executive of the country,
«=the centre and pivot in his peculiar circle
round which revolved the admirable machinery
of local municipal law. His powers wero great,
but guarded against prostitution or abuge.—

Lafe, property,and liberty, could run but trifing
risk from hLis unworthiness of his ligh office,—
in minor cases he was the judge of guilt and
innocence,but an appeal lay almost always from
an unrighteous Cecisiony—in grave matters he
was but the caquirer alter delinquency,—i s
punichment was prosvunced by a mure solemn
tribunal.  In short, the greatest possible ad-
vantaeges were derived from the institu ion of
the magistrucy, with the least pussible nisk of
permanent mizchief resulung from the chance
misconduct of any of its members.

In all countries of this vast empire to which
the blessings of Britisl. institutions have been
extended, the system of the unpaid mogistracy
has been regularly introduced. 'The same
machinery has been set in motion, but the ma-
tetials of which it 1s made are of a widely diffr-
ent nature. The English gentry possessed
within themselves admirable elements for the
formation of local lawgivers. 1In the course of
the ordinary collegiate educution of the sons of
the upper classes, the wisdom of modern yesrs
has judiciously determined that a knowledge,
even a superficial one, of the laws and consii-
tution of this country was equally desimbleand
advantageous, and at many of the leading
schools, and at the universities, 1t became no
uncommon branch of the ordinary studies of
the young Patnician. If destined for the Par-
liamentary arena, it became almost an essential,
A few years of political experience gave to
even the dullest tyio a strong idea of the gen-
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eral scopo and tendency of the great scheme of
English jurisprudence, and when the politician
became merged 1n the country gentleman, the
constitutional knowledge gleaned in the stormy
lutitude of St. Stephens, helped to gude the
Justice of the Quoruin in his useful task.

But in the Colonies the case has been widely
different. [t is almost ncedless for us to re-
mind our renders, that in them no class exists
in any respect anal>gous to that from whose
ranks the magistracy of England is selected.—
A glance at the state of Upper Conada will
shew the real difference at once. We speak
it not with the slightest disparagement to the
country we live in, and least of all to the lughly
respectable and respected individuals holding
the Commission of the Peace. Magistrates
had to be appointed, and the government had
to avail itself of the only materials within 1ts
reach. The general character of the carly
settlers in a new country,—the description of
people that attain most rapidly to property and
influence, and become conspicuous in an esscn-
tielly money-making community, all these
things are too well known to render it neces-
sary for us to illustrate our position by example
or further assertion, when we maintein that o
system which could work so admirably amonga
population like that of England,where ranks are
strongly marked and broadly divided, might in
a country hike Canada be open to many objec-
tions, and eusceptible of much p:cessary im-
provement. The English Justice of the Peace
occupied a far different position, in relation to
the rural population around him, from the
Canadian, The former was generally the great
man of a small community,~the * Squire’ of
the willage Ccmmonwealth,-~whose fathers
perhaps for ages before hum had borne a similar
designation, and exercised simlar functions.—
Heace among 2 quet population, a deep-rooted
feeling of respect, frequeatly blended with af-
fection, encircled the honourad tribunal of the
magistrate, and invested his ducisions and gen-
eral authority with a weiglt and influence
which materially increased his usefulness, In
Canada the reverse was the case. A new
township was about being filled up, settlers of
all classes were thronging into it, and the
Government appointed those whom it conceiy -
ed most eligible from information and pesiticn
to the Commission of the Peace. But in the
exercise of their functions they experienced
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much difficulty, They were almost perfect
strangers to the people over whom they wer
invested with local authority. They had not
the advantage of rank, wealth, or the recolle~-
tions of ancicnt descent to raise them in tho
es.imation of their neighbours; they had gene-
rally to follow the sume occupations, and but
small respect, and less moral influence did they
naturally enjoy. We recollect the Arch-Rebel
Mackenzie, in one of his grievance-hunting
productions, making us smile at one of his as-
sertions, which we believe was not wholly des-
titute of truth,—that in one township settled
in Lord Seaton’s timne, there were jurteen
horses, and fifteen ragistrates. A spesking
illustration of the social position of o new
country.

Although Canada can be advantageously
compared with most other countries as to the
frequency of crime, yet it cannot be a matter of
wonder to find that her present establishment
of police and magistracy is wholly inadequato
even to the wants of her thinly peopled coun-
try, In England, it was soon perceived, that
if an active and rigid maintenance of the law
were requited, the system of unpaid magis-
trates must be materially modified. It is a
maxim well understaod in most countries, that
if you want any thing well done you must pay
Jor it. Inlarge towns it was at once obvious
that a police force must be regularly organized.
and officers armed with proper suthority mast
be pawd to direct and command it. In densely
populuted parts of the country also, it was
deemed udvizable that a stipendiary megistrate
should be always within reach,~a regularly
paid official, whose duty it was to be ever on
the alert to detect and prevent if possible the
occurrence of crime. England, Ireland, and
Scotland, are now fully furnished with stipendi-
aries, and never was money better expended
than in keeping up such indispensable guardians
of thepublic peace. Inthelarge towns,police ms-
gistrates with adequate salaries sit daily for the
regular dispatch of business, and can be found
at all hours, and at the shortest notice, should
their aid be suddenly required. Did the peace
of the community depend on the voluntary as-
sistance or activity of the unpaid magietracy,
our old country citics would present & hidecus
spectacle of unbridled viceand hourly occurring
disturbance. We believe no force is so efficient
ag the London police, and none is so unobtru-
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sive, or of so little trouble to the inhabitants
generally; the extension of the same system to
other cities has been invanebly attended with
the same beneficial results,

Let us glance for an nstant at the position
of a large city commumty where the police
force is wholly 1nadequate to the wants, or ra-
ther the vices, of a mixed society.

In the Havannah, for example, the most
frightful license was slinwed to all kinds of
crime and laxity of principle. Assassinations
were of nightly and hourly occurrence. The
arrival of Governor Tacon was an era never to
be forgotten in its snnals, This celebrated
man at once determined to check the unbndled
insolence of the infringers of the law, ana estab-
lished a rigorous and active system of police,
and in a short time, and after a few startling
examples of necessary severity, orderand peace
were thoroughly restored, and Havannah, from
being a Pandemonium, became as quiet and
orderly as an English city.

Bat it is useless to attempt to multiply n-
stances of the vast changes effected in thickly
peopled communities by the introduction of an
zetive, well-paid police establishment, for the
fact is too notorious to need argument or illus-
tration,

Let us now turn to Canada, and ask whether
some modification of the present system is not
peremptorily required. We understand that
Lord Sydenham has introduced into Montreal
and Quechec Stipendiary Magistrates and a
police force. But as yet such functionaries are
unknown either in the Upper Canadian towns,
or the country generally. We know that the
expense necessary for the establishment anc
maintenance of such a force, is considered a
strong objection to its creation. We may aiso
be told that the circumstances of the country do
not require it, and that the public peace is suf-
ficiently preserved, and public justice sufficient-
ly vindicated as things now are,

We will take the last objection first. In the
event of any breach of the peace vccurring, or
being apprehended throughout the country, or
even 1none of our towns, the :nadequacy of
the magistracy, either for the prevention of an-
ticipated violence, or the apprehension of those
gulty of its committal, becomes at once appa-
rent. Suppose a murder to be commuttedin &
distant township, and the fact proved by the
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oath of credible witnesses; huw is the magis-
trate’s warrant for the apprehension of the guilty
party to be enforced?—to whom is that func-
tionary to hand it for exccution? Will the
neighbours, scized with a sudden zeal for the
vindicati.nof the law s, arm themselves in haste,
and troop off to scour the forests, swamps, and
shanties, to seize and bring to the district gaol,
perhaps some fifty miles off; some criminal ren.
dered desperate by the consciousness of guilt,
and determined to sell his freedom as dearly as
possible?  We doubt much if the love of justice
wili prompt many of our fellow-subjects to such
exertions for the detection and punishment of
crime. Suppose a disturbance to take place in
a town, and riotous proceedings endangering or
affecting life and property; where is vhe well
appointed police force ready at the summons of
an active and thoroughly responsible magistracy,
to put down tumult, and drag off the ringlead-
crs to imprisonment and punishment? Well
may echo answer~—where?

We may be said to be supposing extreme or
improbable cases. Are our readers aware that
a cold-blooded and unprovoked murder wes
committed a few weeks since at the Durham
Election, under the very eyes of the Returning
Officer in the open day, and :n sight of hund-
reds? Where is the perpetrator of that savage
act? In the gaol of the Newcastle District,
awaiting the punishment of his transgression?
No. Heis well known,—he is a resident of
Caven, a populous tow nship, where magistrates
ahound, and yet he is abroad in the country,
and to the best of our belief no attempt has yet
been made to seize him. Could such things be
in any country where there existed a Stipendi-
ary Magisirate, whose duty it was to take care
that the infringer of the {aw should if possible
be apprehcnded, and who would be responsible
to Guiernment for a breach or neglect of
duty?

Let usnow look at the towns. The City of
Toronto has recently been disgraced by the oc-
currence of a not in which humen life has been
lost, and an unmeasured quantity of ill-feeling
engendered in the minds of the community.—
Wehave not now eisther the wish or the inten-
tion of attacking individual character, or assail-
ing political opponents. No one can more
deeply regret the occurrence of such melancho-
I scenes than we do, and we speak of these
unhappy details with far more of sorrow than of
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anger. It matters but little to our argument
which political party was to blawr, or who
commenced the assault: suffice it tu say, that
niotous proceedings did take place, and human
blood was shed. We here state our solemn
and deliberate conviction, that had the police
establishment of this city been on a different
fouting, thuse unfortunate pruceedings would
never have taken place. It required but lttle
divination to foresee that on suchan occasion,
after a bitterly contested clection, disturbance
might toke place. A procession was expeeted
to pass down the principal street, and long be-
fore i cppearance a body of men was ohserved
collecting at a central point,many ot them arm-
ed with sticke, and decorated with adverse party
colors, evidently awaiting its arrnel wich no
friendly intentions. What would have been
done under such circumstances had we pos-
sessed two or three regularly paid snd responsi-
ble public magistrates, alwags at their post,and
whose duty required them to exercise the full-
est possible diligence on the shghtestapprehen-
sion of disorder? Measures would instantly
have been taken to ensure a frec passage io the
intended procession. Constables would have
been stationed at proper places, and the peace-
able and right-minded porticn of the citizens
would have been called on toaid the arm of the
law in preventing the possibility of colliston be-
tween the adverss parties. Nothing, we
advisedly assert, would have bcen easier, than
by active and judicious interference and remcn-
stranco to have prevented the attack commen-
ced on the procession in King Street, which
was the origin of tiie subseq nt riot and blood-
sncd. Jt 13 needless to allege that all thuse
nstrumental in the loss of lije are either un
custody or on bail,—that ju-tice will be effect-
ually vindicated, &c. We conteud that under
& proper police establishment the riot never
would have happened,and that it is s.nall conso-
lation tu the comununity that the guilty parties
will certainly be made tu answer for their mis-
deeds, when we hnow that wid different man-
agement, occurrences of a nature so truly
Iamentuble and degrading to the character of
Toronto, would have been completely averted,
Hew then is an evil of such magnitnde to be
remedied? We conceive the first siep must
be a repeal or modification of the act of incor-
poraticn. In a city like T'oronto, with a popu-
lation of 18,000 souls, of all countries, politics,
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and religions, we would humbly suggest thors
ougiit to be three, or at least two police magis-
trates appuinted by the Government, removable
at pleasure, and fairly remuncrated, at salaries
say of three hundred pounds a year each, A
Recorder should also be appointed to preside
at the City Criminal Court, being of course a
lawyer, To save expence, an intelligent Bar-
rister could easily fill both the offices of Re-
corder and District Court Judge, receiving a
moderate salary in licu of all fees or perquisites,
These functionaries would devote their whole
tume 1f necessary to police matters—they should
be tolerably well skilled in legal points, and
cupable of deciding in all the matters brought
under their notice. They would transact all
the police business of the city,—~~command the
force of constables which it would be found
necessary to maintain,—and be ever on the
spot to .eceive information of apprehended
riol, and to detect and bring to justice all
breakers of the pcace. Toronto should stiil
have 1ts Aldermen <nd Common Councilmen to
meet in Council, and decide on all financial and
general business, But immediately on being
relieved from attendance and imperfect per-
formance of all the petty police matters, the
most worthy and influential inhabitants of the
City would be found willing to accept seats in
the Corporation, At present few persons can
be found, possessing the requisite qualifications
for such dutiec, willing to encounter the fatigue
and unplessant rouble of sitting two or three
hours 2 day to hear netty cases of assault and
battery, tavern rows, midmght robberies, stolen
watches, and picked pockets, The man of
business can with difficulty spore the timeyse
and even those who have sufficieat leisure to
devote to the duties of the megistracy would
shrink back from the unpleasing tesk of pre-
siding on the police bench,

Appoint Stipendiary Magistrates for these
duties, and the Aldermen of the city can be
selected .rom 1ts first inhabitants, who although
unwilling to encounter the daly drudgery of
the Supendiaries, will be ready to lend iLeir aid
and attention to thearrengerient of the general
affurs of the city.

There iy one other light in which the magis-
tracy may Le regarded,viz. as public accountants
-—which they became by being directed by
statute and otherwise to enforce, receive, snd
pay over to the Receiver Genersl, or to certein
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local functionarier. fines of different kinds, 1t
has been alleged, and not we believe without
some foundation, that greet irregularitics had
noturally crept into a system so thoroughly
defective; but on this head we would beg to
conclude these imperfect remarks by a snurt
extract from one of the reports of the Commus-
sions of Inquiry appointed by Sir Geo. Arthur.

“ MaotsTrATES RETURNS.—It i3 much to be
feared that great irtegularity has prevailed in
the levying and paying over to the public use
of this part of the revenue. In an extensive
and thinly settled country, it is most difficult
to ensure the constant superintendance of un
active correcting power over the ill-kept ac-
counts of such an unorganized body as the
Provincial Magistracy,whom the enactments of
statutes have converted into public account
ants. They are directed to pay over monies
collected to the Receiver General, but it is
needless to remark on the latitude allowed to
the will and pleasure of the parties themselves
by the apparent absunce of any inspecting and
coercive power, by the intervention of which
laxity might be prevented, and default, if exist-
ing, be discovered and punished.

#The committee is induced strongly to prefer
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the adoption of some system by which the
Justive of the Peace would cease altogether to
be o Public Accountant, as it is needless in the
present social position of the Province to expect
unctring regularity and exactness in s ac-
counts while his situn.ion 13 (or at least ought
tu be) merely honorary, and no designed as &
source of positive emolument.

# \With respect to fines, penalties, &c. now
collected by the Justices, a new system might
be adopted, by which either the District In-
spector, or some other regularly paid officer,
from whum secunty 1, required, might become
the sole Recewver of monies arsing from sen-
tences of Magistrates., Thus, on a fine or
penalty being imposed by a Justice or Justices,
he or they might notify the Inspector, or Sti-
pendiary Magistrate /\f such an officer were
created) for that section of the country, of the
par.iculars of the fine so imposed,—and that
functionary under the direction of the magis-
trate might then be empowered to proceed to
levy the same, and thus become the Receiver
and responsible Accountant for all the money
collected under tne warrants of Justices of the
Peace, ir place of there heing a number of
accountants difficult to be checked or control
led scattered over the country.”

ROADS.

WE have already published seveial useful pa-
person the improvement of the roads, and the
importance of the subject induces us to con-
tinue it. Inthis new country there is nothing
thatisso intimately connected with its prosper-
ity as the improvement of roads, and the cor-
rect principles of road-making should be diffused
o8 widely us possible, as most of the ruads are
necessarily managed by men who know but
little of the matier. The principles here lud
down are applicable to all roads, more or less,
whether they are mncadamized or not; and if
our path-masters and road-overseers would but

act on these plans, so far as they apply, the

common roads would soon be greatly improved.

Tha following papers on road-making were

addressed to a Committee of the Assembly on
Turnpike Trusts, and they convey very useful
information on the subject. The first paper is
by Mr. Thos, Roy, Civil Engineer:—

ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS.
Layiag out @ Road.

Roads ought to be carried along a level hine
as nearly as possible, and only having gentle
acclivities and declivizies; for a greater distance
on o road nearly level, is productive of less
expense of animnal strength than a lesser dis-
tance passing over considerable elevations,

The following tables, the general results of
experiments, and drawn from approved formula,
will render this manifest :—
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TABLE I.

Force of T'raction required on varioas inclinations of Road—load 25 cwt, velocity two and a

half miles

Rate of Inclination.
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By the Woburn experiments the mean force
exerted by 144 horses in 52 teams, was 163 lbs
each horse—inclination and velocity not ziven,
force exerted by a strong horse, at a dead pull,
480 lbs,

From the above tables it 1s mamfest, that a
moderately strong horse can draw 20 cwt. ona
nearly level road, but upon inclinations exceed-
ing 1 1n 40, such a load 1s beyond his strength
for any considerable distance. However, if
the inclination 1s short, he will be able by con-
siderable exertion to draw this load on an in-
clination of 1 1n 26—but upon an 1nclination of
11n 143,1t1s beyond the strength of an ordin-
ary horsc at a dead pull. These deductions
assume the road to be firm and wrought into
true inclinations; where the rozds are loose and
ill-formed, the required force of traction is
greatly increased.

Proper form of a Road.

After a proper location for the road has been
established, the ground shouid be carefully lev-
elled and levelling stakes placed at every
hundred feet distance. Sections of 1t should
be made, and the whole laid out into true levels
or inclinations as the case may be. This will

not only facilitate the future operations, but
will ulso tend to lessen the expense; for it
will prevent all improper excavations or em-
bankments from being done. The metal bed ig
then to be formed, and the soil to be carefully
drained, which 1s an operation of great conse-
quence and requires much skill to execute it pro-
perly. Thae metal bed should be levelled trans-
verscly, und made as firm as possible. The
metal should be so laid as to render it impervi-
ous to water. This can only be effected by
lajing it on in thin layers and giving each lay-
er tnie to be settled by the action of thewheels
before the next in succession is laid on. The
first layer should be about five inches thick,
quite leve!, and be well pressed down upon the
mctal bed, and consolidated before the next
layer is put on, so ss to form & species of con-
crete bottoming for the rcad. Should the road
be narrow and the traffic light, another layer of
five inches average thickness will form a good
road; but if the road is wide and the traffic
heavy, it wili require two more layers of four
inches cach, which form o road strong enough
for any situation, The form of the surface of
the road when finished, ought to be the se%-
ment of a circle, radius eight hundred feet. If
the width of the metal or the chord be 16 feet,
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the versine or rise should be 24 inches nearly,
Thus, if an average of 10 inches of metsl is to
be given, the thickness at the edges should be
83 inches, and at the middle 1t should be 11}
inches. This curve is quite sufficient to drain
off the water, and 1t 18 strictly in accordance
with the required strength of the road at the
centre and ut the sides,~for by observation it
is found that on a road much used by wag-
onsg, the waste is in the following proportions:

Action of the atmospheres «« - 20 per cent.
Carringe wheelseeeoevsecesadp  «
Horses' fegtesocosseccenseads &

Therefore, if the atmospheric action 1s equal
over the breadth of the road, and the action of
the horses' feet being most frequently on or
near the centre, it follows that the centreought
to be stronger then the edges, in the proportion
of 7 to 9. Hollow arching of the materials
ought to be carefully guarded aganst; for a
percolation of water from the surfuce will take
place wherever it exists. This hollow archung

cannot be avoided when the full thickness of

the metal is put on at once; therefore it ought
never to be done. Covering the surface of the
road with loose materials such as gravel or
sand, has a still more pernicious effect. It for-
ever prevents the angles of the stones trom
combining, and a road go used must ever remain
hollow underneath.

Ithas been found on roads where greattraffic
exists, that it they arc made of clean hard bro-
ken stones placed on a firm foundation, and
rendered impervious to water, and sufficiently
strong not to yield under the pressure of the
wheels, the wear is about one irch in thickness
per annum—but on weak tl-drained roads, per-
vious to water, und yielding under the pressure
of the wheels, the wear of materials has beenas
much as 4 inches per annum.

The size of the broken stone ought to bear a
proportion to the hardness of the material
used,

One and o half inch Cubes of Aberdeen Granite
are compressed by & weight of« 25,536 lbs,
PeterhcadGranites eeesecoeces 18,656 ¢
Cornish Graniteereeoesarseee..14,302 ¢
Purbeck Limestoneseececoeeees20,610
Compact Sandstone.ceeeeeces 15560

It follows if 134 inch Cubes of Aberdeen
Granite is o proper size, 23 inch Cubes of com-
pact Sandstone (the material chiefly used in
this country) would be equivalent to resist the
same pressure. 23 inches is too large, but
certainly upon every sound principle, the softer
stone ought not to be broken so small as the
harder.

Having briefly traced the outlines of the
formation and construction of 2 well-made road,
we shall endeavour to examine how far the
roads lately madein the Home District are con-
formable to sound principles of road-making,
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ond in 8o doing shall take each road in succes-
81011

Yonge Strect road was the first experiment,
It 11 not necessury here to enquireinto the jus-
tice or injustice of the much-agitated question
about the expense of that small portion of road
wade during tho first scason. It is enough to
say that expense was not spared. The rond
was forined of @ greater breadth than has been
done since; the metal was laid on thicker,
and an expensive, but injudicious system of
drainage was adopted, Unfortunately, those
adaptations which science has supplied to the
art of’ road-meking, were totally disregarded,
and a low standard of action was placed before
the public. In future scasons this has not been
remedied, it is even worse. The road has been
carried forward in a nearly straight line, re-
gardless of the ecxpense of ammal strength
which the Comumissiorers were entailing upon
the public, and heedless of the certainty that in
o few years, if the Province prospered, the steep
inclinations which they were forming, would be
altered at an expense probobly as great as the
first cost. The proceedings at Gallows' Hill,
and at Hogg’s Hollow, will fully justify these
remarks, I shall confine myself to the latter
of these. An excellent line of road, with an
inclination of ubout 1in S0 on each side of the
ravine, could have been obtained at a moderate
expensc. Instead of adopting this line, the
road was carried right across the ravine; the
inchnationsure not regular; at the steepest parts
they areulinost 1 in 4. "The principle of action
uppears to have been to reverse the geometri-
cal truth,—lessen the inclination by increasing
the distance; for the distance was lessened 1n
order to increase the wclination. The conse-
quence is, that if Yonge Street road had been
properly laid out, a regular descent could, with
three or four exceptions, have been obtained
from the oak ridges to Toronto, and one horse
could have drawn in a ton weight of produce to
the city; but Hogg’s Hollow, and one or two
other mismanaged places mtervene, and it 18
absolutely necessary to employ two horses to
bring in a ton of produce, instead of one
horse,~—a tax upon every individual who lives
to the northward of the hollow, far heavier
than both the tolls upon the road, besides hav-
ing toll to pay for two horses insiead of one,
into the bargain.

The metol bed is badly formed—the inclina-
tions irregular, resembling the section No. g,
~the metal laid on in masses, and imperfect-
ly consolidated—drainage scems to have been
neglect ., or not understood—and the road is
breaking up.

Some further remarks are then made on the
West and East Toronto Roads, showing the
errors committed in their construction.

This paper is followed by one siating that
roads must be made perfectly drv n the first



344

instance, just as & wise man would propare a
solid foundation for his house; and that due re-
gard must be had to the ection and reaction of
springs, as well as of surface water. Another
paper is then given by Mr. Charles Green, of
Cobourg, stating the process pursued in Eng-
land 1n making a road over swanmpy ground, as
follows:—

I do not profass to be scientific in theprocess
of macadamization, but, with your permission,
I will staite what I have seen done in Eng-
land on one of the principal thoroughfares into
London,~—the entrance trom the South and

East.

Thiy prece of road over a space of five miles,
was, within my recollection, one of the worst
of the great thoroughtures, and I have wit-
nessed muny scrious accidents therefrom.—
The ground low and swampy the whole dis-
tance, reclaimed by embankments and ditches.

The process that 1 saw adopted, was the
semoval of the upper stiatum to the depth ot
eighteen inches or two fee:, then luying down
bavins or faggots packed ‘lose, endwise across
the road, to the depth of two fect more
or less, to preserve the level as near as possi-
ble, but at all events to avoud holes or undula-
tions of ground that would favour a lodgment
of water,—the superstratumn betore removed,
was thrown over the baving, and found 1ts way
in the interstices of the bavins. It 13 fit to vb-
serve that this soll wes of & sundy description,
and from its non-adhesive quality, more readily
deposited itself,—over this again was thrown
common gravel, six to eght inches thick,which
formed the road for use. The traffic soun so-
lidified the whole,~—wherever any part of the
earth-covering sunk, the injury was reparred in
dry weather with gravel. The convexily of
the road was slight, the ditches wers caretully
kept in repair, to receive the water, and the
road from being one of the worst, became one
of the best around London.

It was after the formation of this road that
Mr. McAdam commenced his system n Ting-
fand; the value of which appears to consist in
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creating ample drawns for water, the removal
of trees from the road sides, where they would
interrupt the action of the sun and wind; and
the upper layer of his road to consist of stones
broken to about two inches square, thus pfe-
serving angular pieces stead of round; the
former having the greater tendency to hang
together and solidify, than round substances.

The principal object to which Ituke the liber-
ty of directing your attention, is the founda-
tion, whech, in the formation of the rond above
referred to, consisted of Buvins snd Faggots,
The opportunities afforded in this Province for
so conducting the work of road-makwng, hold
out a prospect of effecting this obje t to the
greatest advantage, and with the be:t probable
sesults, and I am persuaded from what I have
witnes-ed on the ruad nbuve referred to, where
the truffic 15 50 1nmenee, thet the plan would
succeed well here.

I have often seen 1n this Province an attempt
to repair roads, by casting luose brush on the
road, and covering loosely with earth, a practise
to be ultogether condemned as uscless. | pre-
sume | need hurdly state that Bavins coneist
of sound twigs and brushwood, the thickness
of a finger, bound up close and compact with
wihy, and a strong stuke driven through the
middle to keep themn firm. I humbly conceive
that Bavins are much superior to trunks of
trees, because they will in.crlace and support
each other,which thetrees cannot do. Arguing
from analogy, Mr. McAdam broke Lirge stones
into small preces, 1n order that he might obtain
a material that would unite, or more properly
speaking, bind. I am not prepured to stute
v-hat would be the cxpense of preparing the
Bavins, but there must be many persons here
who pursued the occupation of wood-cutiing
in England, and could give an accurate
estimaie of the cost.

I will close my remarks by stating that the
Dover Road, to which I have made such par-
ticular reference, is considered one of the best
around London, Its foun lation has not been
disturbed since its formation, at the division
I have described, nor has it perceptibly given
vray.,
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Fraxcn and English literature, which have
now been in a high state of activity for two
entiro centuries, and perhaps as nearly as possi-
ble have been subject to the same allowance
for lulls arising vut of civil agitations, cannot
reagonably be supposed to have left any nook
or sly *cess in the broad ficld of national inter-
est at «nis day unvisited. Long after the main
bighway of waters has felt the full power of the
tide, channels running far inland, with thou-
sends of little collateral creeks, may be still
under the very process of filling; for two powers
arp required to those final effects of the tide ;e
the general hydrostatic power for tnaintaining
the equilibrium, and als» hydraulic zower for
searching narrow conduits. On the same ana-
logy, many human interests, less obvious or
less general, may long linger unnoticed, and
survive for a time the widest expansion of in-
tellectual activity. Possibly the aspects of
society must shift materially hefore oven the
human consciousness, for less a knman interest
of curiosity, settles upon them with stcadiness
enough to light up and vivify their relations.—
For example—odd 2y it may seem tc us, 1t is
certain that, in the Elizabethan age, Political
Economy was nct yet viewed by any mind—no,
not by Lord Bacon’s—as even a possible mode
of speculaticn.  The whole accidents of value
and its functions, were not as yet separated
into a distinct conscious object; nor, if they
bad been. would it have been supposed possible
to trace laws and fixed relations amongst forms
apparently so impalpable, and combinations so
fleeting. With the growth of society, gradually
the same pheromene revolved more and more
frequently; something like order and connec-
tion was dimly descried; philosophic suspicion
began to stir; observation was steadily applied;
reasoning and disputation ran their circle; and
at last o science was matured—defimte as me-
chanics, though (like hat) narrow in its ele-
mentary laws.

Thus it is with all topics of general interest.
Through several generations they may escape
notice; for there must be an interest of social
necessity visibly connected with them before a
mere vagrant curiosity will attract culture to
their laws. And this interest may fail to arisc
until society hes been made to move through
various changes, and human nceds have assum-
ed attitudes too commanding and too permanent
to be neglected. The laws of the drama—
that is, of the dramatic fable—how subtle are
they! = How imperceptible—how absolutely
non-existences—in any rude state ofsociety!
But let o national theatre arise—let the mighty
artist come forward to shake men’s hearts with
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scenic n%‘itations,—-how inovitably aro thoss
laws brightened to the apprchension, searched,
probed, analyzed. Sint Mcecenales, it has been
sad, non decrunt (Fluccey Marones. That me
be doubted; nnd ..earer to the probabilities it
would be to inver* the order of succession,——
But however this may be, it is cortein from
munifold experience, that invariably there will
follow on the very traces and fresh footing of
the mighty agent—(mighty, but possibly blind)
—the sagacious theorist of his functions—~itt
the very wake and visible path of the uwful
(Eschylus, or the tear-compelling Euripides,
producing their colossal efects in alliance with
dark forces slumbering in human nature, will
step forth the torch-bearing Aristotle, that pore
starry intelligence, bent upon searching into
those effects, and measuring (when possible)
those forces. The same age accordingly be-
held the first pompous exhibitions of dirumatic
power, which beheld also the great specuolator
arise to trace its limits, proportions, and the
parts of its shadowy empire, I came, 1 saw,
I conquered”—such might have beenAristotle’s
vaunt in reviewing his own analysis of the
Athenian drama—one generation, or nearly so,
having witnessed the creation of the Grecian
theatre as & fact, and the finest contemplative
survey which has yet been taken of the same,
fuct viewed as a problem; of the dramatic laws,
functions, powers, and limits,

No great number of gencrations, therefore,
is requsite for the exhaustion of all capital in-
terests in their capital aspects.  And it may be
presumed, with tolerable certainty, that by this
time the plough has turncd up every angle of
soil, properly natioral, alike in England or in
France. Not that many parts will not need to
be tilied over again, and often absolutely de
novo, Blach of what has been done has been
done so ill that it isas if it had not been done at
all. For instance—the history of neither king-
dom has yet Deen written in a way to last, or
in o way worthy of the subject. Either it hay
been slightly written as to research—witness
Hume and Mezeria, Smollett and Pere Daniel
—(not but some of these writers lay claim to
antiquarian merits)—or written inartificially or
feebly as regards effect—or written without
knowledgo as regards th.: political forces which
moved underground at the great eras of our
national development.

Still, after one fashion or another, almost
every great theme has receivod its treatment in
both Euglish literature and French, though
many arc those on which, in the words of the
German adage upon psychology, we may truly
affirm that “the first scnsible word is yet to be



346

spoken.” The soil is not absolutely a virgin
soil; the mine is not absolutely unworked; al-
though the main bedy of the prectous oreis yct
to be extracted. .

Meantime, one capital subject there is, and a
domestic subject besides, on which, »trange to
say, neither nation has thought fit to ruse any
monument of learning and patriotism.  Rich,
at several eras, in all kinds of learning, neither
England nor France has any great work to shew
upon her own vernacular language, Res est in
integro; no Hickes in Lngland, no Malesherbes
or Menagein Frunce, has chosen to connect Lis
own glory with the investigation and hustory ot
his native tongue. And yet each linguage has
brilliant merits of a very different order; and
we speak thoughtfully when we say shat, con-
fining ourselves to our own, the most learned
work which the circuinstances of any known
or obvious case ullow, the work which presup-
poses the amplest accomphishments of judg-
ment and enormous erudi lon, would be a his-
tory of the English Language from its earliest
rudiments, through all the periods of itsgrowth
to its stationary condition. Great rivers, a3
they advance andreceive vast tributary influxes,
change their direction, thcir character, their
very pame; and the pompous inland sex, beanng
navies on its bosom, has had leisure through a
thousand leagues of meandering utterly to for-
get and disown the rocky mountain bed and the
violent rapids which made its infant state un-
fitted to bear even the light canoe. The anal-
ogy isstriking between this case and that of the
English lunguage. Inits elementary period it
fakes a different name—that of the Anglo-Sax-
on; and so rude was it and barren at one stage
of this rudimental form, that in the Suren
Chronicle we find not mere than a few hundred
words—perhaps from six to eight hundred
words—perpetually revolving, and most of
which express some idean close relation to the
state of war. The narrow purposes of the
Chronicler ray, in part, it 1s true, have detes-
mined the narrow choice of words; but it is
certain, on the other hand, that the scanty vo-
cabulary which then existed,mainly determined
the limited range of his purposes. It is remark-
able, also, that the idtomatic forins and phrases
are as scanty in this ancient Chronicle, as the
ideas, the images, and the logical forms of con-
nection or transition. Such is the shallow
brook or rivulet of our language in 1ts infant
stage. Thence it devolves a stream continual-
ly enlarging, down to the Norman era; through
five centuries (commencing with the century of
Bede) used as the vernacular idiom for the 1n-
tercourse of life by a nation expanding grudu-
ally under the nipening influence of a pure
religion and = wise jurisprudence; benefiting
besides, by the culture it received from a large
succession of learned ecclesiastics, who too
often adopted the Latin for the vehicle of their
literary commerce with the Continent, but also
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in cases past allnumbering wrote (like the great
patriot Alfred) fvr popular purposes in Saxon
—cven this rude dialect grew and widened its
foundations, until it became adequate to general
intellectual purposes. Still, even in this im-
proved state 1t would have been found incom-
mensurate to its greot destiny, 1t could not
have becn an organ corresponding to the
grandeur of those intellects which, in the full-
ness of time, were to communicate with man-
kimd in orucles of truth or of power. It could
not have afierded moulds ample enough for
receiving that vast literature which, in less than
another five hundred years, was beginning to
well forth from the national genius.

Hence, at the verr first entrance upon this
interesting theme, we stomble upon what we
may now understand to have been the blindest
of human follicc—the peculier, and without ex-
aggera'ion,we may say, the providential felicity
ot 1he English language has been made its capi-
tal reprouch~—that whilst yet ductile and capa-
ble of new naprezsions, it received a fresh and
large infuston of alien wealth. It is, say the
imbecile, a “bastard” langunge—a “ hybrid”
language—and so forth. And thus, for a me-
taphor, for a nune, for 2 sound, they overloak,
as far as depends on th+ir will—they sigh awsy
~—the main prerogative and dowry of their mo-
ther tongue, It is time to have done twith these
folhes. "Let us open our cyes to our own ad-
vantages. Let us recognize with thankfulness
that fortunate inheritance of ccllateral wealth,
which by inoculativg our Anglo-Saxon stem
with the mixed dialect of Neustris, laid open ar
avenue mediately through which the whole
opulence of Rou.an, and ultimately of Grecian
thought, plays frecly through the pulses of our
native English. Most fortunately the Sazon
languuge was yet plastic and unfrozen at the
era of the Norman invasion. The langusge
was thrown again nto the crucible, and new
clements were intermingled with its own when
brought into a state of fusion. And this final
process it was, making the language at once
nch in matter and malleable in form, which
created that composite and meltiform speeche—
fitted, like a murror, to reflect the thoughts of
the myriad-ninded Shakspeare, and yet at the
gsame time with enough remaning of its old
forest stamina for imparting a masculine depth
to the sublhinnties of Milton, or the Hebrew pro-
phets, and a patrarchal simplicity to the His-
toric Scriptures.

Such being the sulue, such the slow devel-
opement of our noble language, through a
period of more than twice six hundred years,
how strange 1t must be thouyht, that not only
we possess at this day no history, no circum-
stantial annals, of its growth and condition at
different eras—a defect which even the German
hterature of our language has partially supplied;
but that, with one solitary exception, no emi-
rent scholar has apphed himself even to a sin-
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gle function of this elaborate service. The
gsolitary exception, we need scarcely say, points
to Dr. Johnson, whose merits and whose deme-
iits, whose qualifications and disqualifications,
for a task of this nature, are now too notorions
to require any illustration from us. The slen-
derness of Dr. Johnson’s philological attain-
ments, and his blank 1gnorance of that particu-
lar philology which the case partcularly
required—the philology of the Northom lan-
guages—are as much matters of record, and
as undeniable as, 1n the opposite scale, are lus
logical skill, his curious felicity of distinction,
end his masculine vigor of definition, Working
under, or over, a commission of men more
learned than mmself, he would have been the
ablest of agents for digesting and organizing
their materials. To iaform. or invest with
Jorm, in the sense of logicians—in other words,
to impress the sensc and trace the presence of
principles—that was Dr. Johnson's peculiar
province; but to assion the matter, whether
that consisted in onigineting the clements of
thought, or in gathering the aflimties of lan-
guages, was suited nerther to his nature nor to
his habits of study. And of necessity, therefore,
his famous Dictionary is & monument of powers
unequally yoked together in one task—skill in
one function of his duty,“full ten times asmuch
as there needs”—skitl in others, sometimes fee-
ble, sometimes none at all.

OfF inferior attempts toillustrate the language
we have Ben. Johnson's Grammar, carly in the
geventeeth century; Wallis, the mathemati-
cian’s Grammar,(written 1n Latin, and patrioti-
cally designed as a polemic Grammar against
the errors of foreigners) towards the end of the
same century; Bishop Lowth’s lttle Scheol
Grammar, in the eighteenth century; Archdea-
con Nare's Orthoepy; Dr. Crombie’s Etymo-
logy and Syntax; Noah Webster’s vanous
Essays on the same subject, followed by his
elaborate Dictionary, all written and first pub-
fiched in Ameneca. We have ulso, and we
mention it on accuunt of1ts great but unmerited
popularity, the Grammar of Landley Murray,—
an American, by the way, aswell as the eccen-
tric Nosh. This book, full of atroctous blun-
ders, {some of which, but with hittle systematic
learning, were expoed ina work of the late
Mr. Hazlitt's) reigns despotically through the
ladies’ schools, from the Orkney’s to the Cor-
nish Scillys. And of the other critical Gram-
mars, such as the huge quarto of Green, the
smaller one of Dr. Prestly, many little ab-
stracts prefixed to portable Dictionaries, &e.,
there may be gathered, since the year 1680,
from 250 to S00; not one of which is abso-
lutely without value—some raising new and
curious questions, others showing their talents
in solving old ones. Add to these the occa-
sional notices of grammatical mecities in the cri-
tical editions of our old poets, and there we
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have the total amount of what has hitherto been
contributed towards the investigation of our
Enghsh Languagen its grammatical theory.
As to the 1nvestigation of 1ts history, of its
gradual rise and progress, and its relations to
neighbouring languages, that is a total blank—
a title pointing to a duty absolutely in arrear,
rather than to any performance ever undertaken
as yet, even by way of tentative essay. At
lcast, any fractional attempt in that direction is
such as would barely form 2 single section, or
sub-section, in a general history. For instance,
we have critical cssays of some value on the
successive translations, into English, of the
Bible. But these rather express, in modula
parcy, the burden of laborions research which
awaits such a task, pursucd comprehensively,
than merely diminish 1t. Even the history of
Slang. whether of domestic or foreizn growth,
and the record of the capricious influxes, at
rarticular epochs, trom the Spanish, theFrench,
&ec., would furnish matenals for o separate
work. But we forbear to enter upon the long
lizt of parts, chapters, and sections, which must
compose the architectural systemn of so elabo-
rate a work, secing that the whole edifice iteelf
is hitherto a great 1dea, in nubibus, 83 regards
our ownp language. The French, as we have
observed, have little more 1o boast of. And,
in fact, the Germans and the Italians, of all
nations the two who most cordially hate and
despise each other, in this point agree,~—that
they only have constructed many preparatory
works—have reared something more than mere
scaffolding towards such a systemutic and na-
tional monument.

L It is painful and humiliating to an English-
man, that, while all other nations show their
patriotism severally in connection with their
own scparate mother tongues, clsiming for
them often ments swhich they have not, and
overlooking none of those which they have, his
own countrymen shew themselves ever ready,
with a dishonourable levity, to undervalue the
English language, and alwuys upon no fixed
principles. Nothing to ourselves seems so re~
markable, as that men should dogmatize upon
the pretensions of this and that language in
particular, without having any genenﬁ notions
previously of what it is that constitutes the
value of a language universally. Without some
preliminary notice, abstractedly, of the precise
qualities to be sought for in & language, how
are we to know how the main object of our
question is found, or not found, in any given
lenguage offered for examnation? The Cas-
tillan is pronounced fine, the Itelian cffeminate,
the English harsh, by many a mzn who hes no
shadow of a ~zason for his opinions bevond some
vague association of chivalresque qualities with
the personal bearing of Spaniards; or, again,
of special adaptution to operatic music in the
Itahan; or, asregards the English, because he
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has heard, perheps, that the letter s, and crowd-
ed clusters of consonants and monosyllabic
words prevail in it.

Such rendom and fantastic notions would be
entitled to little attention; but, unfortunately,
we find that men of distinguished genius—men
who have contributed to sustamn and extend the
glory of this very English language, are some-
times among its notorious depreciators.  Ad-
dison, in a well-known passage of lis critical
essays, calls the English, in competition with
the Greek language, brick against marble.—
Now, that there isa vceal beauty in the Greek;
which raises it in that particular point aboveall
modern languages, and not cxclusively above
the English, caunot be denied; but this is the
lowest merit of 2 langusge—being merely its
sensuous merit (to borrow a word of Milton’s;)
and, beyond all doubt, as respects the higher or
intellectual qualitics of a language, the English
greatly excels the Grech, and especially inthat
very case which provohed the remark of Addi-
son; for it happens, that some leading ideas in
the “Paradise Lost”—ideas essential to the
very integrity of the fuble, cannot be expressed
in Greek; or not so expressed 8s to convey the
same thought impregnated with the same
weight cf passion. But let not our reverence
for the exquisite humo~ of Addison, and his ad-
mirable delicacy of pencil in delincating the
traits of character, hide from us the fact that he
was o very thoughtless and wrreflective critic;
that his eriticisms, when just, rested nct upon

rinciples, but upon mere fineness of tact; that
Ee was an absolute ignoremus as regarded the
literature of his own country; and that he was
a mere bigot as regarded the antique literature
of Pagan Greece or Rome. In fact, the eternal
and inevitable schism between the Romanticists
and the Classicists, though not in name, had al-
ready commenced in substance; and where
Milton was not free from grievous error and
consequent injustice, both to the writers of his
country and to the langusge, how could it be
expected that the far feebler mind of Addison
should work itself clear of a bigotry and nar-
rowness of sympathy as regords the antique,
which the discipline and traimng of his whole
life had established? Even the merit of Addi-
son is not sufficient to waive his liability to one
plain retort from an offended Englishman, viz:
that, before he signed away with such flagrant
levity the pretensions of his native language, at
all events, it was incumbent upon him to shew
that he had fathomed the powers of that lan-
guoge, hdd exhausted its capacity, and had
wiclded it with commanding effect.  Whereas,
we all know that Addison was a master of the
humble and unpretending English demanded,
or even suffered by his themes; but for that
very reason httle familiar with1ts higher or 1m-
pacsioned movements.

I1. But Addicon, like most other critics on
languages, overlcoked one great truth, which
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should have made such sweeping undervalua-
tions impossible as applied to any language:—
this truth i, that every language, every lan-
guoge ot least in a state of culture and devel-
opement, has its own separate and incommuni-
cable qualities of supertonity. The French itself
which, 1n some weighty respects, is among the
poorest of languages, has yet its own peculiar
merits, not attainable or approachable by any
other. For the whole purposes of what the
French understand by the word causer, for all
the delicacies of social intercourse, and the
nuances of manners, no language but the French
possesses the requisite vocabulary. The word
causer itself is an illustration. 1-%urivaux and
other novelists, tedious enough otherwise, are
mere repertories of phrases untranslatable—ir-
representable by equivalents in any European
language. And some of our own fashionablo
English novels, which have been fiercely ar-
raigned for their French embroidery as well as
for other supposed faults, are thus far justifie-
ble—that, in a majority of instances,the English
could not have furnished a corresponding phrase
witl;lcquul point or piquancy-—sometimes not
at atl,

IIi. If even the French has its function of
superiority, svy and 1n a higher sense, have the
English and other languages more decidedly
northern. But the English, i particular, has
a special dowry of power 1n its double-headed
origin. The Saxon part of the language fulfils
one set of functions, the Latin another. Mean-
time, it is a great error on the part of Lord
Brongham (and we reraember the same error
in others) to direct the student in his choice of
words toward the Saxon part of the language
by preference. Nothing can be more unphilo-
sophic, or built on more thorough misconception
of the case. Neither part of the language is
good or bad absolutely, but in its relation to
the subject, and according to the treatment
which the subject is meant to receive. It isan
erior even to say that the Saxon part is more
edvantageously used for cases of passion.—
Even that requires further limitation. Simple
narration, and a pathos resting upon artless
circumstances,—clementary feelings,—homely
and household affections—these are most suit-
ably managed by the old indigenous Saxon
vocabulary. But o passion which rises into
grandeur, which is complex, elaborate, and
interveined with high meditativefeelings,would
languish or absolutely hult, without aid from
the Latin moicty of our languege. BMr. Cole-
ridge remarks, that the writings of all reflective
or highly subjective poets, overflow with Latin
and Greek polysyllables, or what the uneduca-
ted term “dictionary words.”

IV. Again, if there is no such thing in rerum
natura as & language radically and universally
without specific powers; if every language, in
short, is and must be, according to the circum-
stances under which it 13 moulded, an organ,
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suf generis, and fitted to sustnin with effect
some function or other of the human intellect,
—50, on the other hand, the very advantages
of a language, those which are most vaunted,
become detects under opposite relations, ‘The
power of running ecasily into composition, for
instance, on which the Germans show so mneh
JSierte, when stating the pretensions of their own
mother tongue, 1s m iself mjurious to the sun-
plicity and natural power of their poetry,besides
being a snare, In many cases, to the ordnary
narrator or describer, and tempting him aside
into efforts of display which mar the eftect of
his composition.  [n the carly stages of every
literature, not wimplicity (as it is thought) but
elaboration and complexity, and tumid artifice
in the structure of the diction, are the besetting
vices of the poct; witness the Roman frag-
ments of poetry anterior to Ennius.  Now the
fusile capacity of a language for running into
ready coalitions of polysyllables aids this ten-
dency, and alinost of 1tself creates such a ten-
dency.

V. The process by which languages grow
is worthy of deep attention. So profound is
the error of some men on this subject, that they
talk familiarly of language as of @ thing dehib-
crately and consciously invented by the people
who use it. A language neve- was invented*
by any people; that part wiuch s not borrowed
from adjacent nations arises under mstincts of
necessity and convenience. We will dlustrate
the matter by mentioning three such modes of
instinet in which has lain the parentageat least
of three words out of four in every language.—
First, the instinct of abbrewiation, prompted
continually by hurry or by impatience. Second-
Iy, the instinet of onomatopeia, or more gene-
rally, the instinct of imitation apphed directly
to sounds, indirectly to motion, and by the ad
of analogies more or less obvious apphed to
many otier classes of objects. Thurdly, the

* Meantime, o fow insulated words have been con-
tinually nourished by authors : that s, transferred to
other uses, or formed by thoughtful composition, or
by skiiful alterations of formand inflexion. Thus My,
Coleridge introduced the fine word ancestral, i lieu
of the Jumbering word ancestorial about the year
1798. Milton introduced the ndispensable word
sensuous. Daniel, the wuly philocaplne poet and
historian, introduced the splendid c/ass of words with
tho affix of inter, to denote reciprocation, v, g. tater-
penctrate, to express mutaal or interchangeable pene-
tration; a form of compasition which s deeply Lienefi-
cial to the language, and has been extensivelv adopted
by Coleridge. We onrselves may boast to have intro-
duced the word orchestric, which we regard with
parental pride, as a word expressive of that artificial
and pompous music which attends, fur instance, the
elaborate hexameter verse of Rome and Greece, 1a
comparison with the simpler thyme of the more ex-
clusively accentusl metres in modern languages ; or
expressive of any organised music, in opposition to
the natural warbling of the woods.
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mstinct of distinction—somectimes for purposes
of necessity, sometimes of convenience. This
process clayms by far the largest apphication of
words i ciery language. Thus, from pro-
pricty (or the ubstract 1den of annexation be-
tween two things by means of fitness or adapt-
ation) was struck otf'by a more rapid pronunci-
ation and a throwing back of the accent, the
modern word property, in which the same gen-
cral idea1s himited to uppropriations of pecumary
value; which, however, was long expressed by
the oniginal word propricty, under a modified
cpunciation.  So again, major as a mibtary
designation, and mayer asa c1vil one, have split
off'from the very samne original word by varied
pronunciations.  And these divergencies mnto
multiplied derwvatives from some single radix,
are, in fact, the great source of opulence o one
language by prefercnce to another. Andit is
clear that the difference in this respect between
nution and nation will be in a compound ratio of
the complexity and variety of situations inte
which men are thrown—(whence the necessity
of a complex condition of suciety to the growth
ofa truly fine language)—m the ratio, we say,
of this complexity on the one hand; and on the
other, of the mtcllectual activity put forth to
seize and apprehend these fleeting relations of
things and persons.  Whence, according to the
vast inequalities of naticr.al minds, the vast dis-
parity of languages.

VI. Ilercewe sce the monstrosity of claim-
ing a fine or copivits language, for any rude or
uncultivated, much more for any savage peo-
ple, or even for a people of mountaineers, or for
a nation subsisting chiefly by hunting, or by
agriculture or rural life exclusively, or in any
way sequestered and monotonous in their hab-
its. It 1s philosophically impossible that the
Gacelic, or the Hebrew, or the Welsh, or the
Manx, or the Armoric, could, at any stage, have
been languages ot compass or general poetic
power. In rclation to a few objects peculiarto
their own climates, or habits, or superstitions,
any of these languages may have been occa-
stonally gifted witha peculiar power of expres-
sion; what language isnot with regard to some
class of objects? But a languagre of power and
compass cannot arise except among cities and
the habits of luxurjous people. “They talked,”
says John to Paul. speaking of two rustie char-
acters, 1n ene of his sketches— they talked, as
country people arc apt to talk, concerning—
nothing.” Ard the fact is, universally, that
rural occupations and habits, unless counteract-
ed determinately by intellectual pursuits, tend
violently to torpor. Social gatherings, social
activity, social pleasure—these are the parents
of language. And there is but the one follow-
ing exception to the rule—that such as is the
activity of the national intellect in arresting
fugritive relations, such will be the langusge re-
sulting; and this exception lies 1n the mechasni-
cal advantages offered by soms inflexions com-
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pared with others for generating and educing
the possible modifications of each - primitive
idea. Some modes of inflexions easily lend
themselves, by their very mechanism, to the
adjuncts expressing degrees, expressing the re-
la.tqu of time—past, present, and future; ex-
pressing the modes of will—desire, intention,
&c, For instance, the Italians have terminal
forms, ino, ello, acchio, &c., expressing all gra-
dations of size above or below the ordinary
standard. The Romans, again, had frequenta-
tive forms, inceptive forms, forms expressing
futurition and desire, &c. These short-hand
expressions performed the office of natural sym-
bols, hieroglyphics, which custom had made
universally intelligible. Now, in some cases,
this machinery is large, and therefore extensive-
ly aunxiliary to the popular intellect, in building
up the towering pile of a language; in others
it is meagre, and so far it 1s possible that, from
want of concurrency in the mechanic aids, the
language may, in some respects, not be strictly
commensurate to the fineness of the national
enius.

VII. Another question, which arises upon
languages, respects their degrees of fitness for
poetic and imaginative purposes. The mere
question of fact is interesting; and the question
a8 to the casual agency which has led to such a
result is still more so, In this place we shall
content ourselves with drawing the reader’s at-
tention to a general phenomenon which comes
forward in all non-poetic languages, viz: that

HARBOURS.

the separation of the two great fields, prose
and poetry, or of the mind, impassioned or un-
impassioned, is never perfectly accomplished.
This phenomenon is most striking in the Ori-
ental languages, where the common edicts of
government or provincial regulations of police
assume a ridiculous masquerade dress of rheto-
rical or even of poetic animation. But amongst
European languages, this capital defect is most
noticeable in the French, which has no resour-
ces for elevating its diction when applied t0
cases and situations the most lofty and the
most affecting. The single misfortune of hav-
ing no neuter gender, by compelling the min

to distribute the coloring of life universally,an

by sexualizing in all cases, neutralizes the effect
as a special effect for any case. To this oné
capital deformity, which presents itself in every
line, many others have concurred. And it
might be shown convincingly, that the very
power of the French language, as a language
for social intercourse, is built on its impotence
for purposes of passion, grandeur, and native
simplicity. 'The English, on the other hand
besides its double fountsin of words, which
furnishes at once two separate keys of feelings
and the ready means of obtaining distinct move-
ments for the same general passion, enjoys the
great advantage above Southern languages ©

having a neuter gender, which, from the very
first establishing a mode of shade, establishesy
by a natural consequence, the means of crea.ti:i
light, and a more potent vitality,--- Blackwood.

HARBOURS ON LAKES ERIE AND ONTARIO.

Nexr in importance to the improvement of
our public roads is that of our harbours. It is
to little purpose that we make good roads upon
which to convey our surplus produce and our
imported goods, if we are destitute of safe and
commodious harbours to which vessels can re-
sort, to receive and discharge them.

There is not on the whole coast of Lake
Erie—-from the entrance of the Niagara river
to the St. Clair—a harbour worth the name of
one, or that will afford the required facilities to
our commerce; or protection to any armed ves-
sels which circumstances may render necessary
for our defence.

It is true that money has been expended in
constructing harbours. Enough has been spent
st two or three places, Lad it been well appro-

priated, at least to have enabled merchant ves”
sels to ship the produce of the country, and la®
in safety the imported goods necessary for the
consumption of the inhabitants of the neigh”
bourhood.

But like other expenditures in Canada, many
of these undertakings have either been so0BS; of
they have been conducted by persons altogeﬂ}er
ignorant of the commonest principles on whi¢
harbours, to be either useful or permanent’
ought to have been constructed.

The harbour at Port Stanley is a strikit8
example of the truth of the lutter; the wester™
pier, which is of a zig-zag form, ig carried out
nearly due South about 1000 feet int0
the Lake; the other, or the Eastern pier, is 8¢
of & zig-zag form, and extends in the same %°
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rection about 84° feet, The current of the
Liake is from West to East; and the prevailing
winds are South West, and East, and South
Bast, the former having a tendency to form
land to the westward of the harbour, which it
has done to the extent of several acres---and
the East and South East wind having o direct
tendency to wash up and leave a deposit be-
tween the piers at the opemng, which we un-
derstand it has done so as to leave but httle
more than three feet of water.

The structure too is of that ephemeral nature
as to require to be renewed at least once in
eicht or ten years, the harbour having been
first used about 1880, and it is now in a com-
plete state of decay.

The consequence has been ruin to those who
built houses and stores on the shore adjacent,
and o great source of uncasiness to the entire
London and part of the Western District, The
want of good harbours on the British coast of
Lake Erie, prevents a single steamboat, either
British or American, from calling, although it
is asserted that if proper harbours existed there
would be several boats of each descripiton,
which would gladly and most profitably frequent
them,

The same observations apply to Port Burwell,
situate about 24 miles to the eastward of Port
Stanley, except indeed, that the money there
expended has been still more injudiciously laid
out, and the harbour as such is wholly useless.
Nor is it that both permanent and commodious
harbours cannot be constructed on Jake Erie,
Nature has afiorded excellent facilities, which
require only the assistance of art to construct
as good, approachable, and eafe harbours, as
any on North America. Both those already
named may be made sufficiently commodious
for schooners such as at present navigate the
Lake, or for steamboats not drawing more than
12 feet of water.

The mouth of the Catfish River, which is
gituated between these two harbours, about
12 miles to the east of the former, and about
the same distance west of the latter, offers fa-
cilities probebly superior to any other, whether
23 a harbour for o naval depot, or 2s a safe re-
treat for vessels of all descriptions in the heavi-

est gales of wind, or from the attack of an
enemy.

The shore is bold, and affords excellent ap-
chorage, being a blue cley bottom, affording 15
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feet of water at about 350 yards from the shore
~and rapidly decpening outside of that,

The Catfish River, (or creek as it is impro-
perly called) is deep and wide for a very con-
sideruble distanc® inland, and with a li‘ile
dredging may be made navigabie for seve ral
miles into the interior,

This stream does not, as many other rivers
do, proceed through a marsh or swamp on its
entrance 1nto the Lake, but issues into it from
between two high cliffs, about 100 feet in
height,—which would render it perfectly safe
from attack in case of war,~—and is protected
from the action of the easterly gales by the
projecting foreland of Long Point.

The interior basin of the river forms a noble
natural curve to the north west, and is capeble
of receiving all the British vessels which fre-
quent Lake Eric, ond is not only safe from
storms or freshets from within, but would be
completely out of the reach of attack from
without.

The interior of the country through which
the Catfish River runs is a very fertile part of
the Liondon District, producing immense gquan-
tities of agricultural produce,—as well as of
valuable timber, pine, white oak, chesnut,wall-
nut, &c.,—all of which suffer greatly in their
productive value from the want of greater faci-
lities in getting to market.

The Catfish is about midway of the entire
length of Lake Erie, and would be in all res-
pects of inestimable value to the Province,
both to its agriculture and to its commerce,

There are several other sites on Liake Erie
where good hurbours may, and probebly ought
to be made, and which would produce revenues
sufficiently great to pay a large interest for the
sums required to construct them, and without
which that portion of the Province can nover
realize the advantages of soil and of clinnte to
which it is justly entitled.

As an evidence of the revenue which thess
harbours would produce, Port Stanley, with all
its defects, has paid 2 good interest for the
mone - expended on it, and 1t 1s believed that
it will this year pay full 123 per cent, nor is
there the smallest reason for believing that in-
creased focjlities would not be accompanjed
with a corresponding increase of both exports
and imports into the Western Districts of the
Province, and greatly add to their wealth and
prosperity.
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» We point to these improvements with plea-
sure, because we know that by giving them
publicity we are taking the first step towards
carrying them into cffect,—and we entertain
no doubt that a comprehensive und well ordered
plan for the general improvement of our har-
bours will be orgunized by the Board of Works
when that importunt body shall be legally con-
stituted with full power to act.

The following memorial on Port Stanley
Harbour has been addressed to His Excellency
the Governor General, and we copy 1t here in
further illustration of our provious remarks. It
cxpresses the views of the mercantile and
trading interests of the whole London District:

‘To His Excellency the Right Honorable CHARLES
BARON SYDENHAM, of Sydenham in tiie Coun-
ty of Kent, and of Toronte in Canuda, une of Her
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, Governor
Goneral of British North Awmerica, and Captain
General and Commander in Chief in and over the
Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and the Island of Princo Edward, and Vico Admi-

ral of the same.

The Memorial of the undersigned, Merchants, Mil-
" lers, Forwarders, and others of the London Dis-

trict,
Huymbly shewcth,

That your memorialists are deeply anxious
to bring under your Excellency’s consideration,
the serious loss and inconvenience which the
trade and business of this important District
sustaing through the want of a proper harbour
at Port Stanley.

" Your memonalists belicve that your Excel-
lency is aware that Port Stanley is justly con-
sidered the key to the London District, from its
central position, and from the fact of its being
situated on that part of Lake Erie nearest to
the two most important places in the District,
-—the town of London, and the village of St.
Thomas: the former claiming importance as
the District Town and the military depot for
the western country, and thelatter as the chief
market for the disposal of the wheat and flour,
and other exportable products of this District.

Your ‘memorialists humbly beg leave to sub-
mit to your Excellency the following briefstate-
ment of facts relating to the harbour at Port
Stanley. The piers were completed in 1831, at
an expense of £6500, and tolls were first col-
lected in that year; since that period they have
usually amounted to more than six per cent on
the money expended for the construétion of the
work. For the year 1340, the tolls collected at
this harbour amounted to £813, or ncarly 8 per
cent on the original outlay; and some of your
memorialists know, o their bitier cxperience,
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that merchandize was shipped to this port, but
which, from the state of the harbour, was cast
away or landed at other places on the Lake,and
which would have incressed the tolls to 10, in
place of 8 per cent.

Your memorialists say nothing of the quanti-
ty of gocds lunded at Hamilton for merchants
in this District, who preferred paying the heavy
lund carriage from thence, rather than incur
the great sk of landing their goods at Port
Stanley, with the harbour in ity present dis-
graceful state,

The quantity of produce in the storehouses
at Port Stanley, destined for shipment upon
the opening of the navigation, is cstimated at
60,000 bushels of wheat, 2000 barrels of flour,
1000 barrels of pork, and 200 barrels of ashes,
high wines,&c.,the toll upon which will amount
to £600. There are upwards of 1000 barrels of
pork, besides a large quantity of wheat stored
by nierchams o few miles to the west of this
harbour, in order to save the harbow coil; be-
cause, from the delapidated state of the piers,
sand banks form at the mouth of the harbour,
and vessels are compelled to load outside of the
bary which subjects the shippers of produce,over
and above the harbour toll, ta the same expen-
ses for lighterape, as those who ship from the
lake shore. Your memorialists also consider
themselves fully warranted in assuring your
Excellency that there is every prospect of at
least as large a business being done at Port
Stanley, during the approaching summer and
full, as took place last season, and if suth should
prove to be the case, the tells for 1841 will
amount to at least £1050, or upwaids of 16 per
cent on the capital expended.

Nothing can illustrate more strongly the dis-
advantages under which your memorialists
labour, than the fact that British vessels last
fall came to Port Stanley and discharged their
cargoes of meichandize, and rather than load
wheat there at onc shilling currency, preferred
going over to Cieveland, on theAmericanshore,
and taking their chance of obtaining freight
from thence to Kingston, at ninepence, curren-
cy, per bushel. At the same time two vessels
were lost, occasioning a sacrifice of property
smounting to upwards of £2000, and many of
your memorialists were heavy sufferers thereby
and all in consequence of the ruined state of
the harbour.

Your memorialists would furthermore repre-
sent to yourExcellency that there 1s no harbour
on Lake Ene or any point at which 1t is practi-
cable to make one, which possesses such strong
claims on the attention of the Government, as
Port Stanley. A large annual revenue is de-
rived to the country {from the collection of du-
ties on foreign 1mports there, salt alone yielding
1n some years upwards of £500. It 1s the nat~
ural outlet of the finest wheat growing town-
ships in Canads, as also @ great portion of that
fair and fertile district of country watered by
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the river Thames, together with parts of the
Western, Huron, and Brock Districts. It s
situated at the mouth of a stream which dis-
charges a greater body of water o Luke
Erie than any other rivers or streams fulhng m-
to that Lake, except the Grand River, and per-
haps the Otter Creck. When once over the
bar at the entrance of the piers at PortStanley,
vessels nide safely i 10 and 11 teet water 1n
the harbour, and alongside of the wharves, and
had 1t not been for the break m the ca-tern
pier, which permitted the water to rush through
it during the freshet this spring, your memori-
alists contiduntly believe there would have been
an average depth of ten feet water in the tiur
way, in place of having a sand bar at the mouth
of the harbour with only six feet water upon 1it.
Port Stanley is the most direct point of com-
munication on Luke Lne with the great mh-
tary depot in the heart ol thus district, and your
memorialists have learned wih much satisfuc-
tion that the ost extensive proprietor of reud
estate at Port Stanley has gratmitousty placed
at the disposal of Governmenta sufficient quan-
tity of land on the west side of the harbour for
a naval yard, and for the erection of wharves,
for the exclusive use of MHer Majesty’s naval
force on Lake Erie,

There is one subject connected with the har-
bour to which your memorialists desire to call
your Excellency’s especial attention. When
the harbour was in a proper state of repur,
steamers ran regulurly during the season of nav-
igation between Chippewa, Buffalo and Port
Staunley, bringing hundreds of British emigrunts
who otherwise might havesettled in the United
States, as numbers of our wealthy farmers can
testify at the present day.  Should the tide of
emigration this season flow into Canada, as in
former years, and as we have naw reason to an-
ticipate will be the case in future, there is no
channel through wlhich emigrrtion by the St
Lawrence and Now York, can find such ready
access to the Western part of the Province, as
by means of steamboats running from Chippe-
wa and Buffalo to Port Staniey, but which your
memorialists can never expect to sce unless
there 1s a proper harbour at the latter place.

Your memorialists have frequently witnessed
with feelings of deep mortificition, the ruinous
condition of the harbonr reacting on the state
of our markets and depressing the prices of our
stapie agricultural productz, and thereby sow-
ing the seeds of irnitation, dissatisfaction, and
invidious comparisons, munory all classes of Her
Mayjesty’s faithful subjects.

Your memorialists earnestly call upon your
Excellency to adopt such steps &s your Excel-
lency may deem wise and proper to secure to
this important district, and to the Brinsh ship-
ping naviga ing these Lakes, a goud, proper,
and substantial harbour at Port Stanley, und
thus wrest the province from the inputation un-
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der which 1t lLies, of suflering one of 1ts few
public works, wctually yielding a revenue near-
ly three times more than the legal interest upon
the sum expended 1 1ts construcuon, to tall to
rutn ond decay.

And your memorialists will ever pray.

HARROURS ON LAKE ONT\RIO,

The barbour at the head of the Lake, and
which s first s order, eitheras to its situation
on the Lake, or itsimportance to the cummmuni-
ty, is Burlington Buy.

This harbour s a formation, only on a larger
seale, similar to the Pemnsula opposite to To-
ronto, and with the bars turmed at the mouth
of all the nivers which runinto our magniticent
Lukes.

It is usual in this country to call these nvers
creeks; some of them may properly be called
crecks, bnt the generat application of the term
is dectdediy ncurrect. A creck, properly so
called, 1s %« small porty or bay, or cove” or
inlet of the sea or Lakes.  Very muny of the
rivers on the CanadianLakes einpty themselves
into these tnlets, and have therefore been wden-
tified with the crecks, and the tenns have been
improperly made synonyinous.  We shall pro-
bably on some future opportumity take vceasion
to explan some curivus [huenomena connecteil
with the formation of these creeks, and be able
to adduce from them a confirmation ot the fuct,
that the waters of our great inland seas have
been gradually diminishing, not only 1n extent,
but in depth, and we may posubly be able from
the evidence they afford,to furm some *dea of'the
period at which these changes has e tuken place,
together with some of the important effects
which have resulted from them,—au subjcct in
itselt curious and highly interesting, but chiefly
important as connected with our present sub-
ject, because it will enable us to formseme cor-
rect ideas on the causes of the formation of'bars
at the mouths of® all our rivers,—which 1s inti-
mately connected with the ymportant know ledge
of the means of preventing or removing them,

The retnarks wluch have been made in refer-
enceto the construction of the harbours onLike
Erie are fully apphicable t» the Burlingzton Bay
Caral, and we feel we cinnot do beitern con-
firmasion of this obscriation than tu annex an
extract from the report of a survey inade last
autumn of thus mporiant work by a Civil En-
gmeer of this Proviace.
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Report of a Survcy of the Burlington Bay
Canal, with plans and cstimates for repuir-
ing the same, together with plans and csti-
males for a new Canal, made for the infor-
tion of His Exccllency theGovernor General.
In pursuance of instructions furnished me, [

kave carefully inspected the above ~ork, and

beg leave to accompany my report with a draw-
ing of the Canal in its present state, wlich will
shew generally its condition, depth of water,

site, &c.

This report is also accompanied by achart of
the head of Lake Ontario, with a sketch of the
site of the present Canal, together with that of
the one contemplated.

It is impossible by any drawing to exhibit
the etate of ruin of the present Canal.  On en-
tering it froin Lake Ontario, to the south are
the remains of an intended break-water, origin-
ally several hundred feet in extent from nearly
north to south, and once partially loaded with
stone, the whole of which is overthrown and
washed away, except the piles, whicl: are ex-
ceedingly dangerous to the navigation, more
especially in attempting to enter the Canal in
the night, or during heavy storms,

The extreme end of the south pier is also
washed away, except the pies, which add
in no inconsiderable degree to the dunger of
the navigation.

A portion of the south pier adjoining wos re-
moved by the late gale, and no dependance
can be placed upon its resisting the next storm
which arises.

[Since writing the above, the breach which
had been made by the late gule has so much
encreased as to endanger vessels on enteriny
the Canal, to which somcthing should be imme-
diately done. A second breach of sixty feet in
estent has also been made within the last few
day., and it is impos:ible to say to what extent
it may be carried during the winter.]

The remaining part of the south pier to the
Yeach is the most substantial part of the work,
having been better constructed, and repaired
only & few yearsago.

The south-west pier has been removed from
its original position nearly from one end of 1t
to the other—the bottom logs lying upon their
sides—caused, in the first place, by having been
built upon the sand and undermined by the cur-
rent, but affected in n still more mnjurious man-
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ner by the pressure of the ice.  The water be-
tween the piers 1n the Canal never freezes,
whilst the ice on the out:ides is frequently from
two to three feet in thickne: :, subject of courso
to its usuai expanston and contraction. The
current which 15 constantly pasung cither nto
or out of Burlisgton Bay, under the influence
of the previiling winds, which 1t frequently
does at the rate of four or cven six nules an
houry nccessaly carries away the and from the
bottom of the Canal, and partially from under-
neath the cnbs which furm the piers, producing
a tendeney in them to full inwards, and the
more so, because whilst the sand 1s washed
away within the Camal, 1t accumulates without
1t at the back of the pier.

In addition to this, the pressure of the ire has
been so great as to drive the piers bodily into
the Carnal, bresking off tome and removing
others of the piles, so much so that there 1s no
foundation which can be relied on for making
any cflicient and permancat repair upon the pre-
sent site,

‘The timbers of the north-west pier are most
of them gone, and the greater portion of 13
entire length 1s about two feet under water.

The north-cast picris on the whole in the
most efficient state, but in a very short time
will be 1n as bad condition as the other piers
which form the Canal.

» » & “« L

In the present ctate of the finances of the
Province, 1t is presumed that 1t would bo
thought arvi-cable, if possible, at least for two
or three years, to keep the pre:ens Canal navi-
gable withoutany large expenditure, and a close
examination has been tiade with this object in
view; the conclusion, however, I+, that the nay-
igatton of the Canal cannot be ensured for a
singlc cearon,—that the state of the piers 1s be-
yond any tcwporary reparr—and that any repair
to be at all cfficient, would require an outlay of
at least £25,000, and cven then 1t is believed
would not be durable, or avaiable for the pur-
poses for which the work was originally in-
tended.

There appear, moreover, scveral reasons
again:t expending so large a sum in repainng
the present Canal.

A very considerable portion of the sum re-

quired will be necessanly expended in taking
up the old work, which will prove to bea difi-
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cult as well as an expensive and tedious opera-
tion. The site of the present Canal too is now
admitted by all persons who are acquainted
with the navigation of Lake Ontario, to have
been injudiciously selected. The depth of the
Canal does not in some parts exceed elevenfeet
six inches, and it cannot safely be deepened,—
whilst the water is at present a foot deeper
than it is at some seasons.

The width at the narrowest part (the bridge)
is not sufficient to admit our largest class of
steamboats to pass through it.

And beyond all other considerations, itis be-
lieved that the growing importance of Hamil-
ton and its vicinily, more especially if the
contemplated railroad from that place to the St.
Clair should be carried into operation, will re-
quire a Canal between Lake Ontario and Bur-
lington Bay far more capacious and commodious
than the present one is, or can be made by any
repairs which can be effected.

The next object was to examine if a better
site was not to be found, as well as to ascertain
what would be the cost of a Canal sufficiently
commodious, and which would be both substan-
tial and durable.

An examination was first made of what has
been generally considered the natural outlet,
and which it was stated had on some occasions
been sufficiently deep to allow small vessels to
pass throughit. The nature of the substrata
was examined, as well as the depth of water,
and the relative distances into both the Bayand
the Lake. Bearings were also accurately taken,
and observations made of the effect of the winds
during heavy gales from the north-east, south
east, and south, and a chart was drawn with
these respective bearings laid down.

Enquiries were extensively made of Captains
of steamboats, as well as sailing Captains navi-
gating the Lake, and after the most minutein-
vestigation and deliberation, it was concluded,
that the nearer the Canal can be placed to the
north shore, the better it will be, and for the
following reasons:—

A very cursory examination of the chart will
shew, that during strong north-east, east, or
Southerly gales, the waters of the Lake will be
driven with great violence towards its termina-
tion upon the beach at Burlington, where the
3well is greatest, as the water is less sheltered
by the head lands and the north shore. Near
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the shore there is comparatively little swell,
which increases with the distance from the
shore.

During northerly winds, the water near the
shore is calm, whereas a heavy sea is encoun-
tered even at the entrance of the present Ca-
nal.

During southerly gales, especially thosefrom
the south-east, there is the greatest swell on
the north shore, and wherever the site for the
Canal is selected its direction must be so cho-~
sen as to promote still water with the wind from
that quarter.

Under all these circumstances the site and
direction of the new Canal, as marked upon the
chart, has been preferred.

[The Hon. John Macanlay, late President of
a Board of Commissioners for improving the
internal navigation of the Province, appointed
in 1824, has, since this report was written,
obligingly favoured me with a copy of their
proceedings, which were conducted with great
care and assiduity,—and it is very satisfactory
to be able to quote the opinion of that Board,
confirmed by the Engineers employed by them
at the time, which is to be found in their report
in the following words:—¢ In making choice of
the situation for the Canal, every proper con-
sideration was given to the advantages and dis-
advantages of every part of the beach, and
after comparing thém it was the decided opinion
of the Civil Engineer, in which opinion the
Marine Surveyor concurred, that immediately
under the high bank near Mr. Brant’s, was the
most favourable point for the work.”]

It, however, became necessary, before deter-
mining, to ascertain the practicability of the
site selected—and to examine the substrata and
other localities,

And this was the more necessary, because it
had been reported by former surveys that the
rock formation extended from the shore to about
this spot, and the rock was stated to be within
about six feet of the surface. Soundings were
again accurately made, both on the Lake and
on the Bay, and no rock could be found by
boring with a rod 20 feet in length below the
surface of the water, and it seems highly im-
probable that a formation of rock should have
existed so near the surface on a narrow ridge
of beach which had evidently been formed by
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the waters of the Lake, and which does not ex-
ceed 100 yards i breadth,

It appeared probable that an accumulation
of etone< which had been washed up from the
Lake, the number of which evidently increased
in o dircction towards the angle of the Lake,
and wiuchit would be very duticult for a bormg
machine to penetrate, had been nustaken fora
rock formnution,

This opinton denived contirmation from the
name given to thiz part of the beach by the In-
dians,~—which was stated to me by Mr. Kerr,
Succussinekong, an accumulation of stones, ag
they translute it. A rod was with difficulty,
however, furced down upwards of' twenty feet
through the beach, as well as in several other
parts on the margin of Brant’s Pond, a lttle
further north, as well as south, with the same
result.

In order, however, to remove all doubt upon
a pomnt so important to the future progress of
the work, it was determined to sink a small
shaft through the beach,—more especially as
it was found impossible from the nature of the
sand to bring up with the borer any of the soil
into which 1t last penctrated. A Kurb was
provided, and the result has proved that a Canal
may be for.ued at any part of the beach south
of where these trials were made, and it 1s be-
lieved that if it were desirable, 1t may also be
effected still farther north,

There is good reason for believing that the
outlet Ly whick the waters that run mto Bur-
lington Bay have discharged themselves, has
been formerly to the north of where the shaft
was sunk, and it has been probably very near
the cliff, through what is now called Brant's
Pond. It is believed that an accumulation of
stoncs having been thrown up into the channel
duriag the precalence of strong gales from the
south-east, which the press of the water was
unable to remove, it rose in consequence above
its usual level in the Bay, and found its way
over that part of the beach which, being com-
posed principaliy of sand, could be more easily
displaced.

Tt is worthy of remark that so soon as the
Canal was epcned this channel immediately
filied.

Soundings in thatdirection having been care-
fully taken, distances ascertamed, and the bear-
ingsofthe different head landslaid down,theplace
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recommended was selected as on the whole the
best site for the Canal, and 1t 1s believed that
1t will prove to be as was stated by a very in-
telhgent smling Captain whore opimien was
asked, a blessing tv persons who hke himselt’
had been exposed to the dangers and difficulues
arising out of the want of a safe harbour at the
head ot Lake Ontario, as well as of approaching
the present Canal in stormy weather,

It will be scen by a reference to the chart
that o harbour of’ this deseription will be forined
in=1de the piers of the Canal, where there is the
best anchorage, and where vessels may ride in
safety during the heaviest gales from whatever
quarter they way blow.

The next consi'eration which presented it-
self; was the nature of the construction of the
intended Canal.  Whatever that construction
might be, 1t is obvious from the preceding ob-
servations that 1t mnust rest upon a foundation
different from that upon which the piers of the
present Canal stood.  The foundation must go
through the sand, and i’ possible rest on the
blue clay formation whicltis to be found beneath
it, and if built of solid masonry, must probably
even then be supported on piles,

The instability of the present structure has
arisen from the pirrs having been sunk on the
gand, without dredging so as to reach the blue
clay which is to be found at about 21 feet deep;
and the inferiority of the workmanship has in
no small degree contributed to it.

1ad the bottom been dredged so as that the
cribbs might have rested below the wash of the
Cunal, and had the workmanship been of a bet.
ter character and able to resist the force with
which 1t had to contend, it is presumed that the
Canal might have answered the purpose for
many years to come. It will be found practi-
cable to construct the new Canal upon similar
principles, remedying the above defects,and the
part out of water may be covered either with
solid masonry or with t:mber well framed and
filled with grouting, and covered with & sub-
stantial sea pavement.

It is submitted that there are four modes of
construction which present themselves.

First, by excavation through the beach to
the required depth, forming the banks of the
natural sol, with a slope of about 30 degrees.

Second, by the formation of coffer dams
formed by close and deep piling, filled in with
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well puddled clay and stone, 50 as to be imper-
vious to the wash of the water,

Third, by solid masonry at both entrances,
and coffer dams between the intermediate dis-
tances.

Fourth, by solid masonry for the whole.

Estimates with sketches of each of these me-
thods are annexed.

The first method, which is by far the cheap-
est, is liable to many objections.

The water at the sides of the Canal will be
necessarily shallow, and notwithstanding the
slope is so gradual, the action of the current,
aided by the natural swell, as well as that pro-
duced by the paddles of the steamboats, will
render constant dredging necessary. Eddies
will be formed by the prevailing winds, and the
channels at both entrances will, it is believed,
be shifting, and of course difficult to discover.

The formation of suitable coffer dams will be
an efficient and permanent structure, if the piles
are well driven into the blue clay, and close to-
gether, aided by sheathing so as to prevent the
material with which they are filled from escap-
ing, capped with a strong and well executed
frame work, mortised down upon the top of
the piles, well braced with cross ties, and the
whole to be below the low water mark.

The superstructure out of the water may be
formed of framed timber, filled with stone, and
covered with a good sea. pavement laid in water
lime, which can be easily repaired when neces-
sary, without disturbing the foundation, which
it is believed will be very durable; these coffer
dams may be made accessory to the erection of
piers of solid masonry at some future period,
and would be so much in aid thereof.

The third plan, or that of solid masonry for
the two entrances, and coffer dams, formed
either of cribs or by piling, will be perhaps the
most to be recommended.

The fourth, or a structure of solid masonry,
is the mode by which works of a similar des-
cription have been erected in Great Britain,and
although it would be attended with some diffi-
culty in its construction, is nevertheless very
practicable, and would last for ages. Stone of
an excellent description is to be obtained suita-
ble for it both on the Lake shore at Hamilton,
and in the mountain within three miles of the
blace, where it is inexhaustible, and is of the
finest quality.
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Estimates of the cost of each of the above
structures have been carefully made, and are
appended to this report.

It has been considered that this report should
state what the probable income arising from the
Canal and Lighthouse will be, to enable his
Excellency to judge of the return likely to be
made for the sum expended.

It is satisfactory to beable to state, that with
a due regard to the collection, there is every
reason to believe that a revenue will be realized
sufficient to discharge the interest of the sum
required for the completion of a permanent
structure, and it is also believed that it will be-
come capable of gradually lessening and ulti-
mately of discharging the principal.

In the year 1835-6, the tolls amounted to
about £1900; for some reason not ascertained
about that time the rate of tollage was greatly
reduced, and since then the amount collected
has fluctuated greatly. '

It seems to be generally admitted that the
tolls require to be remodelled, and it is asserted
that they are capable of being made to produce
£4000 per annum, without being oppressively
high to any class of the community.

It is also observable, that although the public
have the accommodation ¢f a bridge in passing
across the beach, by which a distance of 12 miles
is saved if persons travelling were obliged to
go round by Hamilton, no toll is charged.

It is believed that if a moderate toll was col-
lected it would produce a revenue of £500 per
annum, from which no deduction would be made
for collection, as the same person who attends
the bridge and the light- house would also col-
lect the tolls,

Nor could any reasonable complaint be made
by the public against paying a moderate toll for
the use of a safe and commodious bridge, be-
cause before the Canal was cut the passage
across the beach at the outlet was frequently
dangerous, and sometimes impracticable, and

various accidents are stated to have occur-
red.

It may perhaps be desirable to expend a sum
of about £300 in improving the beach road,
in which case it is presumed the public would
not only be greatly benefitted but fully satis-
fied.
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Estimates are then given of the cost of each
of the four methods named,~—the first is csti-
mated at £6500; the sccond, including bridge
and light-houses, at £33,975 25, 6d.; the third,
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also with bridge and light-houses, at £45,000;
the fourth, with bridge and light-houses, at
£88,492. An cstimute is aleo made for a break-
water 300 feet long, which would cost £1500.

COLONIAL TRADE.

Toe following documents on the trade of the
provinces emanate from those who are greatly
interested in ity and therefore deserve a candid
consideration. In the first, the North Ameri-
can merchants in Londun state their opinion
respecting the proposed ulterations in the tea
trade, and recommend an application to the
Canada Legislature to reduce the doty on tea.
The prupriety of this reduction was stated in
our last number. T'he present duty on tez im-
ported into Canada is 2d. per Ib. on Bohes, 6d.
per 1b. on Hyson, and 4d. per Ib. onall other
kinds of tea. Now, it costs 2d. per lb to smug-
gle tea, paily from the extra expense and risk
of smuggling, and partly from the sinuggler
buying at less advantage than the fuir trader.
Therefore, if our duty on teabe reduced so that
the whole duty does not exceed 8d. per lb. we
shall put a stop to smugglng, for the 1d. per
1b. qifference is too little profit to pay the
smuggler. This red~ction of duty would not
lessen the revenue, but 1. rease it; for at pres-
ent about three-fourths of all the tca used in
Canadais smuggled,and therefore pays no duty.
But when smuggling shall be stopped by a low
duty, all the tea used will pay that low duty,
and will therefore contribute to the revenue,
which will thereby be increased instead of di-
minished.

The bill founded on Mr. Labouchere’s reso-
lutions in the House of Commons on Colonial
Trade had had a second reading, and would
most probably pass without further opposition,
The reduction is now brought to 7 per cent in-
stead of 10. The Act, supposing it passcs,
will not go into uperation until next year.

Loxvox, March 29, 1841,

Str,—We beg leave to addcess youon the proposed
altoration of the law in respect 1o tea imported into
the British North American Colonies.

Tt is stated that the alterntion s proposed in conse-
guence of extensive smugeling in green tea from the
United Srates into Upper Cannda,

1t may be premi<ed, thot tea imported fram Chinn,
by native vessels, into the United Suues of America,
is duty free s and tat, in Canada, it i3 subject 10 a0
duty of 4d per puund when imported from the United
Kingdom or the Euet, 1t i< propused now to legalize
a trude which hus been bitherto probibited by ollow-
inz tea 1o be brought, by inland navigntion, from the
Umited States, imio the British North American Colo-
nirs, on an addition of ten per cent. on the 4d per
pound,

When tea bore a duty in the United Siates, there
was no smnzgling inte Canady, exeept at thuse peri-
wsls when Compnny’s tea was ut a lagh price in this
country 3 and when the Government of the United
Stutes made the article duty free, it was the anxious
desive of the mercamile bady in the Canadas, that the
Legidature of Lower Cannda should reduce the duty,
in arder to meet the apprehended evils of smuggling ;
it i, however, well known thet the Legicnture gavo
no attertion to the point, and were engnged with al-
Teged pulitieal grievances, to the exelusion of matters
of iudve, and of almost all other subjects.

We do net deny that there is smuggling in ten fiom
the United States into Upper Canadyy onthe contrary
we admit that it bas existed, but not 10 the extent
generally assnmed.  We humbly presume however,
to think that we shall satisfy you, that the proposed
alieration will pot only fail to prevent the evil, but
that it will ceriainly inerease it.

We take it for granted, that it is allowed that the
smngling referred to s not occasioned by the article
being prohibited a<an article of irade from the United
States into Canidas and that it is occasioned by the
hizher price in Canada ofivring a large temptation to
the smuagler.  This higher price is occasioned mainly
by the duty of 4d per poand, which is equal to nearly
twenty-five pec cent. ad valorem.

But the proposed addition of ten per cent on the 4d
per b, or on the 1wenty-five per cent ad valorem,
will certuinly increase the amourt of smuggling, while
the withdrawing the prohibition will leave the article,
when within the lines, nolonger an object of suspicion,
and, therefure, much less Jiable to seizare than it has
hitherto been. It can never be argued that the legali-
zing of the trade will make the smuggler an honest
trader; the temptation to smuggle remains, nay is
increased. The true policy is surely to reduce the
duty conciderably, and it is believed that the revenuc
will not be injured thereby.

With regard to the poim assumed, that the Ameri-
cans supply a more suitable article than the British
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trader, for the use of Upper Canada, it is, if true in
fact, an argument not fair towards the British trader.
When there was a duty on tea in the United States,
Great Britain supplied nearly all the wants of the
Canadians ; but when it was made duty free, while a
high duty remained in Canada, a taste may have been
taken to the cheaper and inferior American tea,
which was brought in, in defiance of the law, and
without duty; but we deny its truth, and we only
want a reduced duty in Canada, and thereby an en-
couragement to extended trade, to drive the American
tea out of use in Upper Canada. The London mar-
key, since bohea tea was made to bear the same duty
as other tea, has been largely supplied with inferior
green teas; the bohea, which is the woping tea, mix-
ed with a little congou, is now manufactured at Can-
ton into an inferior green tea, the very article which
the Americans chiefly import. Indeed there is, at
this moment, an export going on from London to the
United States of these inferior green teas, imported
into London, by British merchants. from Canton; and
some which had been imported into this country from
the United States has been re-shipped to New York.
It is right also here to state, that, at this moment, there
cannot be less than £50,000 value of teas, or 8,000
chests going or just gone, from London and the out-
ports to the British North American Colonies, a great
port of which is green tea to Canada. Farther, there
is an infant trade between Canton and the Colonies,
which in place of being fostered, will be destroyed by
the proposed alteration. Since the last of the stock
of East India Company was sold in the Colonies, six
vessels have arrived direct from Canton; and it is
presumed that the merchants engaged in the trade
from London, and in the direct trade, have an inte-
rest in supplying the article which is most suitable to
the trade, and it surely is not necessary for the Eng-
lish to be taught this by the American trader.

Strong as the case is with regard to Canads, it is,
if possible still stronger as regards the Colonies of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. We are at a loss
to know on what ground, because there is smuggling
of green tea into Canada, the Americans are to be al-
lowed to import tea into Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick ; and it is the more unintelligible to us, because
the tea consumed in these two Provinces is black tea,
whereas a large poriion of the tea used in the United
States is green, and it is not pretended that the Ameri-
cans smuggle their tea into these Provinces.

Still less can we comprehend the necessity or poli-
cy of the measnre in respect to these two Provinces,
when it is a fact that in New Brunswick tea is duty
free, and therefore the ten per centaddiuon onthe
duty cannot apply, and the Americans will have a
trade open to them wholly free of duty; and in Nova
Scotia the duty being ten per cent. ad valorem, the
American tea will pay ten per cent. thereon, or one
per cent ad valorem, placing thereby the Ainerican
merchant nearly on an equal footing with the British
importer.

Neither again can we comprehend the measure,
when it is known that those Colonies have been abun-
dantly supplied with tea by the British trade.

.rhaps, not aware that, although tea,
w}:x??;;eéngﬁr?mg the United States from China. di-
vect, is free of duty, it is subjected to a duly.of: ten
cents per pound, when imported from Great Britain or
her Colonies. Thus the effect of the proposed law
will be to open the whole trade of the British North
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American Colonies to the United States, whilst the
British or Colonial merchant is excluded by the duty

of ten cents per pound, leviel on his tea alone, from
trading in tea to the United States.

Inconclusion, we beg that Her Majesty's Govern-
ment, in getting rid of one evil, that of smuggling tea
into Upper Canada, may not inflict a great one on the
who'e of the British North American ( olonies, name-
ly the loss of a large trade in tea by British merchants
in British ships; and we feel our case to be irresisti-
ble, nasmuch as the evil can be remedied and a large
benefit conferred on British trade by a reduction of the
present high duty, and which we firmly believe can be
done without injury to the revenue. We, therefove,
pray that the proposed alteration may not be made,
and that Her Majesty’s Government will request the
Governor General of Canada to recommend to the
Legislature, 10 reduce the duty on tea imported into
Canada from the United Kingdom, and places east.
ward of the Cape of Good Hope.

We have the honour to be,
SiR,
Your most obedient,
Humble Servants,

GiLLEsPiE, MorratT, & Co.
GouLp, Dowig, & Co.

Wwu. PemBerTON & Co.
Ros1. & BEnJ. Brows & Co.
W. R. CHaPMAN,

Evrvicg, Kinnear & Co.
Cunarp, Ineram & Co,
Whn. E. Loean.

W. & A. ATKINSON,
Arcap. Pavit & Co.
Rosinson & Brooxine.
TurNBULL & RADENHURST.
R. F. Marrranp & Co.
Rogr. Harrisox.

C. STamrBank & Sons,

Right Hon. Henry Labouchere, M. P,

Report of the Committee of the Toronto
Board of Trade, 15th April, 1841.

Your Committee regret that several causes bave
concurred, to prevent the presentation of the regular
annual report, at the time prescribed by the laws of
the Board—among the causes has been the removal
from our city of our respectable and zealous Secretary,
Mr. Brent. The Committee regret to report, that
during the past year, their transactions have issued in
very little present advantage; yet, they hope that their
labours will not be fruitless, now that ihe renewed
interest and energies of the Board, have been excited
by the prospect of their interference and representa-
tions leading to those practical ameliorations, the pro-
motion of which is the object of the association. The
Committee congratulate the trade that the commercial
interests of Canada will now possess their pro
weight in Parliament; many of our principal mer-
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chanta and financiers having been clected members of
tho Assembly.

It is gratifying to your committeo to know, that in
consequence of the termination of tho objectionable
combiuauon, for several vears past existing between
the forwarders on the Ottuwa und Rideau Lines—thnt
trade is once mure thrown open to competition, and
the results will be un immediate improvement in the
whole business.

The disparity between th e currency of Upper and
Lower Canada, your Comunttee regret, still continues
to be felt as a serious impediment to the satisfactory
transnction of bu<iness with Lawer ¢ anada A pre-
mium of three % cent (the rate ut which exchunge on
Montreal hus generally been s¢1d dusing the past win-
ter) cannot be considered a trifling item in the dyaw-
backs incidental to our Provinciul trade. But even at
this disadvantagrous rate, the inconvenience might be
struggled with, wero the merchant always sure of
obtaining hills on Munteral—it is, however, enuuplea-
sant fact that it is frequently impossible to procure a
draft on Montical on any terms.

The primary cause of thia disadvantageous condition
of our moneiary relutions, is, of conrse, to bie found in
the enbanced vslue at which British Silver in Upper
Canada has been rated, incomparison with that which
obtains in Lower Canuda It is to be hoped that the
Legislature will, at an early day, introduce a law (0
regulate the currency of the United Province.  Ano-
ther most important subject of consideration to all
clusses in these Colonies, is that of the adoption of
a uniform rate of postage. Your committee observo
that the Board of ‘Trade of Montreal have suggested
the rate of 3d. the halffounce. The aduption of such
a measure would be hailed by all as a boun of wital
importance.

A continued source of complaint, on the part
of exporters from Upper Cunada, is the high charges
levied in Montreal for Inspection, cooperage, &c.
&e.—These charges, when added to the heavy down
frewpht, ineurance, and charges, make an aggregate
average of 25 & cent. on the value of flour; and
operato very serivusly against our agricultural interests.
In connection with this subject, the consideration of
the appointment of regular [uspectars at this port, pre-
sents itself as o matier of great importance —Ashes,
Flour, Pork, Xc., bought in this market, if not pur-
chased subject to Mountreal Inspection, must be
bought under the risk attendant on the chance of fail-
ing to meet the favourable decision of the in<pector—
in which case, the buyer must protect himself ay the
expense of the farmer, by graduating his price, so
as to be safe against the unceriain result.

The yearly increasing quantity of English salt im-
ported intd Upper Canada from Montreal, is another
subject calli~g for the attention of the mercantile and
agricultural ciasses —Nothing would tend more perma-
nently to reduce the freights, hitherto so oppressive
along our inland communications, than the removal of
the duty levied at Montreal on English salt—large
stocks would immedistely be held in the interior. and
salt tho manufacture of the United Siates. wounld
soon be entirely superseded.  The exportation would
thus be saved Canada of large sums of moneytoa
forcign country, which nutori..:ly carries on with us
no compensating trade.  English salt is fur superior
to American, and the curers of provisions wounld
greaty prefer ity espeeially as at inspections in Mon-
treal, York and Beef cured with American salt aro
always discarded.

COLONTAL TRADE.

It must bo admitted that the framers of the Corn
Laws in England, in imposing a duty on Colonial
wheat, Jour and other grain, did not take into consi-
deration the very heavy freight aud charges to which
they are subjccted on shipment {rom the Inhe ports of
Cannda to England. These charges, on Wheat, are
as follows :—

Bterling.
1.—Transport and Insuranco from Ports
on Lake Ontario, (from Lake Erie
aud Huron they are much higher) 1o
Montreal, including slipping charges
there, & quarter,. cov.oeeveanes. . £0 10 0

2.—Freight fiom Montreal vo England,

4 quarter; . coveeevsiecoisensses 010 0

3.—Insurance from Montreal to England,
valuing the quarter of wheat at 40s.
and tking the prentium at the lowest
rate—suy 2 ¥ cent, exclusive of poli-
cy. making in the quarter, .......

0 010

4.—Interest on the cost from tho time it
i3 bought in Canada of the farmers,
suy the middle of Jannary, to the
time of its airival in England, which
is svldom earhier thun July, equal 10
6 months amounts, on the quarter
valued at 403, 10 c e iveeveennnane

01 2%

5.—0On an article like Wheat, which is
linble to great ingury from a lung voy-
ago the actual extra risk over and
above what there is in shipping it
from the North of Europe to England,
canunt be computed at less than 4
& cent, which, at the cost of 40s.,
makes on the quarter,.........00s

01 73
13 73

To this add 5s. sterting & quarter duty, we havo
then a sum total of £1 8s. 73d. to be paid before the
staplo produce of our Colony can be sold in a British
maiket. This calculauon which is based un experi-
enco and truth, shows most conclusively, that the
Britizh ageiculturist can have nothing to fear from the
importation of wheat, flour, and other grain, from the
Culunies of North America, duty free, when they are
protected to such an extert.

* Total,.eeeennn

It is also obvinus, from this calculation, that the
wheat growers of the North o Europe, who ship im-
mense quantities to England, are, 1 consequence of
their having such low freights and insurance to pay,
and so little risk to run—placed 1n a2 much more advan-
tageons position than the Agriculwirists of Canada—
to make this apparent the Commiuee would add:—

That when the average price in England of wheat,
ix 642, 10 633, & quarter, the duty on foreign wheat is
£1 2« 8d.: 10 this miy be added 4s. & quarter,
which is a sum sutficient to cover freight and insuranco
from the average of the ports in the North of Europe,
whence it i3 sent to Fngland—these added togethor
make £1 6s. 84  From Canada, with the same ave-
rage, and with onr heavy freights and charges, it
wauld be delivered in England for £1 81, 74d. & quar-
ter, being 1s. 114d & quarter in favour of the foreigner.

* It is ussumed that the land carriage from tho interior to
tho Lake Poris will be cqual to the corresponding camisgs 1n
Lurope to the ports of exportation.
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To iilustrato tho matter still farther, take the follow-
ing averages at which the great bulk of foreign wheat
cnters tho British markets, and the disadvantages
under which wu lahour are still more fully demonstras
ted 1—
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Framthe Colonics the wheat is always sent in Bri-
¢isk ships; from foreign countrics a consid2rable part
is shipped in vesscls belonging to the country fiom
whichitis sent. Tho Colonists recoive payment for
their wheat in British manufactures: tho foreigner
generally in specie. ¢
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The natural disadvantages under which the farmer la-
bours, fiom the above charges in our exports, as well as
from anincreased price which our pusition makes him
pny for British goods (already heavily taxed) are, tho
Committee consider, Luidens, as near an equivalent
to the mure directtaxes of the mother country, 8s any
one would liko to see borne by Colonists,

During the past year, when butter was unusually
high in England. some small shipments were made
and although the heavy duty, of 20s. Sterling & cwt.
(the zame that ia levied on the importation of foreign
butter,) had to be contended against, it was found that
the profits were remunerative.  But when it is cons
sidered that vruch o." the butter exported, was bought
from the faemers, atu low a price a3 4d. & pound,
(or about 34, Sterling.) it is nut to be expected that,
without the withdrawal of tho Home duty, this branch
of our export trade, which is capuble of vast extension,
can improve.

The Briti-h Mauaufacturer has not yet to learn, that
in these colonics, the auly limitation which ouc de-
mand for bis goods hnows, i3, the extent of vur ability
to make returns in the products of our soil 3 and the
fostering of our resnurees is metely the means of sus-
teining in sreater vigour, the important manufacturies
of the mother country.  The removal of all disabili-
ties which stand in the way of vur agricultuml inte-
rests shonld engage our wmost strenuous eflorts—for our
commercial advancement must keep pace with our
agricultural improvement.

It appenrs to your Committee, that from the very
intimatc connection existing hewween Upper Canada
and the ity 0" Montreal, the great ovtlet and depot
of vur whale tade and the point a1 which centre all
our ~hipping celations with Grest Britain, much ad-
vantgae would acerite to us were Moutreal created a
free port.  Whilst the <lund of J.umnicn has no less
than ten free ports, the whnle of Canada pussesses
only one; and that tao, the distint, and comparative-
ly wnconvenient port of Quabee. By this monopoly,
the teuding interests of Montreal, und of the whole
of the grent comnneicial districts, of which that port
is the grand conflusnce, are allowed to labour under
very seriolts incanvenivnce.

The Comminee wonld also recommend to their suce
cessors to use the influence of the Beard of Tradeto
have Toranto wade a2 Warchouang Port, by which
meaus ‘Uen, Wines, Spitits, and = number of other
articles on which the duties ace high on importation,
could be warchonsed and the duties paid when the
gonds were required,—thus a considerable vutlay of
capital in the shape of duties which are now gencral
Iy pud on landing in Lower Canadu wonld be saved
by the importing merchunt, who hins already manyin.
conveniences to contend with, in having his whole
year’s =tock of goods to provide during the short space
of six or seven months.

‘The Commitice have delayed their advocacy of the
great internal improvements which are necessary to
the opening up of the Home District, until the Board
of Works, lately esiablished, may be communicated
with; bucause it is only with the assistance of Governe
ment that such undertakings as the connecting of lakes
Huron and Oncurio can be attempted, or any others,
which will materially compensate this city for tho
withdrawal of the Seat of Government.

The prohibition, by which tea is prevented from be-
ing legally imported from the United States, the Com-
mitteo observe, with much gratification, will in all
probability be removed during the present session of
the Imperial Parliament.



> In this, as well as some other important changes,
the Committee bave pleasure in recognizing the advan-
tage of having, us Her Majesty’s Representative in
these Colonies, a Statesmun conversant in the details
as well as the theory of commercial affairs,

The Committee cannot omit urging on their succes-
sors the necessity which exists for the passing of a
general Bankrupt Law for the Province, and they trust
the attention of the United Legislature will be directed
to this important subject. Divested as the Board of
Trade has been, in all its operations, of even a shade
of political or party feeling,—the importance of every
one interested in commercial affairs identifying him-
solf with an institution which may become of essen-
tial benefit to the city, must be obvious, The Committee
hope that every merchant in the place will joinn for-
warding the objects of an association which has made
some progress in public estimation. and the usefulness
of which ought to be extended to the utmost poseible
limit. It becomes a matter of duty on the part of
all engaged in commercial pursuits, not to rest satis-
fied with merely according their sanction, but to ren-
der active personal assistance in bearing out its oper-

ations.
(Signed) J. WORKMAN,

Secretary.

Quobec Address on the Timber Duties.

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty.

The petition of Your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful
subjects, the inhabitants of the City and
District of Quebec,

Humbly sheweth,

That your petitioners have heard, with great
alarm, that your Majesty’s Ministers intend pro-
posing to Parliament, during its present Ses-
sion, an alteration in the duties now levied in
the United Kingdom on timber and deals,

That these duties, as they stand at present,
afford no more than a bare protection to Colo-
nial timber and deals in the British market—
that any alteration in favour of foreign articles
of the same description would involve in ruin
many of your petitioners, and others of your
Majesty’s loyal subjects, who, on the faith of
the Imperial Patliament, by whose acts the co-
lonial timber trade was crealed, are now decply
engaged therein, and would have an equally in-
jurious effect on other great and important
interests which have grown up under the ea-
couragement thus given to the trade.

That the colonial timber trade had its origin
in the necessities of the empire, during a time
of war, when there was reazon to fear that the
gafety of the country might Le endangered,
were it left dependent upon foreign powers for
the supply of an article of such primary import-
ance. .

_That the covntry may be again plac-1 in
similar circumstances, and that a trade which,
under the fostering care of Governmeni, has
taken more than thirty ycars to attain its pre-
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gent magnitude, could not, if destroyed, be sud-
denly revived upon such an emergeney.

That in the year 1821, peace having been
restored and consolidated in Europe, an enquiry
was instituted into the timber trade, to ascer-
tain how far the scale of duties then in force
would bear modification, and after a long and
laborious investigation by a select committee
of the House of Commons, and after maturel
weighing the evidence brought forward on al
sides of the question, the present scale of duties
was determined on. It was considered an equi-
table adjustment, enabling competitors from all
quarters to meet on equal terms in the British
market, and on the faith of its permanency
large numbers of British subjects have continu
ed to embark in the trade,

That in the year 1881, a hew scale of duties
was proposed, and having been submitted by
ministers to the House of Commons, was re-
jected by a large majority.

That your Majesty’s subjects in the colonies
then thought the question finally set at rest:
and considered that they might safely embark
in the irade to a larger extent than ever, IP
four years afterwards, however, a select com-
mittee of the House of Commons was agel?
appointed to enquire into the expediency of al-
tering the duties, but although a great majority
of that committee consisted of persons oppose
in opinion to the protective principle, and al-
though no pains were spared to bring forwar
a preponderance of evidence in favour of their
views, the result of the enquiry was so favoura-
ble to the colonists, that ministers abandone
their inten:ion of proposing any alteration in
the duties, as adjusted in 1821.

That notwithstanding the uncertainty 8;1’&
suspense to which the staple trade of the British
North A. Colonies has thus, from time to time
been exposed, in consequence of the changes
which have been proposed therein, your Majes”
ty’s petitioners, and their fellow-colonists, ré-
Iying on the justice of the British Parliaments
und corfident of being able, provided a fair 0P
portunity were afforded them, to rebut any evl”
dence that could be adduced unfavourable t°
their cause, have gone on enlarging and extent”
ing their investments and operations, until thett
annnal exports, from this port alone, exce€
1200 cargoces, (mostly of timber and deals,) 8°
fording the chief means of paying for our 1
ports of British products and manufactures, b
value of which exceeds £2,000,000 annually-

That on all former occasions of Legislatl",e
enquiry affeciing their interests, your Majesty !
snbjects in the Colonies have had an oppoxtum:
ty afforded them of refuting any incorrect_st%te
ments that might be made to their prejudic®
and it is with the deepest alarm that your peld
tioners now make known to your Majesty b
on the present occasion, they have had no Sﬂt‘; o
opportunity,—that the persons called before
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gelect committee of the Flouse of Commons,
uppointed last session to enquire into the dutics
levied on imports, tor the purpose of being ex-
amined on the timber trade, were exclusively
such as were known to entertain opinton; ad-
verse to your petitioners, or to beinterested in
the timber trade of foreign countrivs—and that
the evidence given by these persons contuins
statements and assertions highly injurious to
the mterests of” this province, and entirely un-
founded in fact.

That the people of Canada have been greatly
misrepresented by those who have asserted in
their name that they would be willing to be de-
prived of ithe protective dutics on their timber
trade, provided the existing restrictions on their
import trade were removed. These restric-
tions are few and unimportant, being mosily
intended to protect British products and manu-
factures from forcign competition, and thesc
your petitionersbelieve require no such protec-
tion, but if they did, your petitioners beg hum-
bly to assure your Majesty, that it would be
cheerfully submitted to, their desire being to
perpetuate the connexion between the Mother
Country and her Coluny, by waiing it wutual-
1y beneficial.

That timber and deals are the chief articles of’
export which thig country produces, and must
continue to be so, till a large portion of 1t vhall
have been brought under cultivetion by a great-
ly augmented population. This, the lumber
trade 1s cminently calculated tu produce, by the
cheap wmeans of conveyence across the Atlantic
which 1t provides for the poor cmigrant in
ships coming out in ballast; by the ready means
of employment which its various operations
of sawing, shipping, and preparing fer
shipment afford him on his arrival; by the
relief and support which the old as well ag the

new settler derives {rom it, in censequence of

its furnishing them with occupation during a
long and severe winter, when agricultural oper-
ations in this country are impracticable—and
by the market it furni=hes to the fariner for his
produceat his own door.

That the lumber trade gives cinployment and
the means of subsistence to a large portion of
the population of thus Provinee, and that the
interests and prospenty of the whoele are m a
very great measure dependant upon 1t,—that
its value, when shipped, i the produce eaclu-
sively of the labour of Buitizh ..ubjects, and paid
for in British goods,—that in its {ranspert it
gives cmployment to more Briti-h shippiag.end
more British scamen, than any other trade
within the whole range of Britizh comuncree,
with the single caception of the huie coa ting
trade, and that should the protccting dutics be
reduced, all these advantages wili be rever-ed
in favour of foreigners, who will not receive
British goods in payment, but require money,
and unrestrained by competition, w.ll then
charge their own price, the consuiner pagiazin
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price to forcigners, what e now pays in price
to your Majesty’s Treasury,

I'hat « large poriton of the capital of the co-
lony 15 invested i siw mills,wharves, and other
fixed properiy nccessary for carrying on this
trade, and that & slight alteration in the pro-
teetne duties would entirely destroy their
value.

T'hat your petitioners abstain from entering
upon ~0 eatensive a subjuct as the effects which
the dreadtul measure would have upon the
pruspeticy of the empre at large, bat they can-
not tow strongly express to your Majesty their
coiniction, that to the British North American
Colonics 1ts effects would be most disastrous.

Wherefore, your petitioners humbly pray
that vour Maujesty, taking the premises into
your favourable consideration, will be gracious-
I pleased to mamntamn your petitioners,and the
province at large, in the privileges and protece-
tion which their trade now enjoys.

And your Majesty’s petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

It may be questioned whether this petition
dues nut caagrgerate the luss to be apprehended
from an alteration of the timber duties, and
thereby weaken the case which 1t 1s intended to
maintain, [t predicts absolute min from any
(“a very slight”™) alicration of the duties,
which, it is said, «as they stand at present af-
furd no more than a bare protection to Colonial
Tunber and Deals 1n the British market.,” The
duties are 10s, per load on Colonial timber, and
53s. per load on foreign. And the difference
of duty is really much greater than the differ-
ence between these two sumg, because of the
great difference 1n the quality of the two arti-
cles, Colonial tiniber being much inferior in
quality to Baltic tumber. There are some per-
suids who deny thi, but no one in England
duubts it who how ever tned the two kinds of
timber,  Taking then this difference of quality
into account, the difference of duty will be as
cne to ten, for the 3¢, on foreign timber ore
cqual to 100s. if the duties were levied accord-
ing to quality. But waiving this altogether,
there is o general ampression in England that
tiiey are paywmg too dear for the protcction of
Colomal timber, and that an alteration of the
dutics may be made to their advantage without
much loss to the Colonies. For whether the
alterantion be by reducing the duty on foreign
titzber, or mising it on Colonial, there will be
stll @ considerabic unference maintained in fa-
vour of the latier, zo that the predicted ruin will
no. follow as & matter of course, even if no
ather channcls were opened for the trade,
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Woe think that the Government should re-
tain the present duties if they can, for the co-
lonies deserve all the protection that can be
afforded to them without bearing too heavily on
other interests; but we are aware that the de-
sire for an alteration of these duties is sostrong
in England that it will be difficult for ministers
to resist it. Some persons have supposed that
this desire is confined to thuse who are cither
enemics of the colonies, or intcrested in the
Baltic timber trade, but this is a mistake, for
the desire is general among nearly all who
use timber, that is, nearly the whole nation, the
exception being confined to those who are -
terested in the Colonial trade. There are many
persons who would break up the Colonmal tim-
ber trade altogether, and say it would be bene-
ficial to do so, asthe Colonists neglect agricul-
ture for the lumbering business; but we differ
widely from thesc representations. Tunber s

-a natural product of the soil, and as proper a
subject of trade as wheat or flour. And as to
the neglect of agriculture, it is 2 mere delusion.
The persons who are engaged in it do not of
course attend much to agriculture, but what of
that? They form a home market for farming
produce; and if we bad mines or manufactures,
would not the persons engaged in them attend
to nothing else? and would not the produce of
their labour be a proper subject of trade, and
they themselves the best custumer to the farm-

LAKE ST. PETER.

er? The factig, that we should encourage this
home demand for farming produce, for whether
it arise from manufacturing timber, or manufac-
turing cloth, or iron, orany other thing, it isan
additional source of public and private wealth
which nosane man would throw away. There
is just as much reason for working a forest of
timber, a8 therc s for working o mine of
gold,—the former wil! buy the latter. Some
persons have left agriculi.ve for lumbering who
would have done better had tic, stuck to their
farms, but this is an evil which corrects itself,
Men naturally turn to that kind of employment
which promises most profit, only they some-
times miss their caleulations, but this is the case
In every country, and is by no means peculiar
to Canada or lumbering. The timber trade is
as lepitimate a trade m Canada as mining or
weaving is in Great Britain; and if the British
public dectde that the protection hithesto ex-
tended to it is excessive, is too great @ sacrifice
on their part, and must be reduced, we do not
doubt but the Colonies will push their trade in-
to other channels. We should prefer it remain-
ing asit is; but the people of England have to
take care of their own interests, and may con-
sider that if' it comes to the worst we have al-
ways land to apply to for a means of subsist-
ence, whereas they are so crowded that noman
can shift his position or change his occupation
for life.

LAKE ST.

Tae Canadian public are gen :ally aware that
Lake St, Peter is too shallow to admit large
merchant vessels to pass between Quebec and
Montreal, and those vessels of lighter draught
that do ascend to Mon:real, rometimes ground
in the Lake, and are subject to great expense
in lighterage in consequence. Hence a plan
for dredgng adeeper channel through the Lake
has been often agitated, and it has been secent-
1y revived, which hesled to the following report.
on the subject.

PETER.

In thisreport the committee differ from Copt.
Bayfield’s opinion on the question; but it ap-
pears to us that they beg the point at issue be-
iween him and them. They ascribe what they
term his “error” to o “confounding the depo-
sits at mouths of rivers, with the possibilities
of deposit in the bed.” Captain Bayfield knew
well the difference between a Leke and the
mouth of e river, so that the Committee’s sup-
posttion 1s tnifling.  And on the other hand, al-
though the question relates solely to o Lake,
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they draw all their arguments from rivers, thus
failing into the very ¢ error” which they ascribe
to him.

The true question to be decided is this: Is
there a sufficient current in this shallow part of
Lake St. Peter to keep open a ship channel
supposing it to be made? The committee a-sume
that there is; but Captain Bayfield assumes
that there is not. He evidently considers the
whole of this part of the Lalke as being slack
water, and that deposits are made in the pres-
ent channel as well as in other parts of the
Lake. The committec acknowledge that the
“velocity in the Lake is less thi 1 :n the river
above and below,” but still all their observations
assume, that there is & considerable current all
through the Lake. It is so long stnce we were
or: Lake St. Peter that we hwealmo t forgot-
ten its precise character, but our impression 13
events, thisis Captain Bayfield’s supposition,
that it is a dead level, without any percep-
tible current except where the river enters
and where it leaves the Lake. At all
and he must know the Lake well, I this sup-
position be correct, then, although the Liake
may be deepened, it will require the constant
action of a dredging machine through every
season to keep .he channel cle .r, and thi» ex-
pense must be taken into account in making
the calculation.

We have not made these remarks for the
purpose of throwing any obstruction in the way
of deepening the Lake, but in order to call the
attention of those intcrested to the point at is-
gsue, that every question connected with the
proposed public improvement may be satisfac-
torily cleared up before proceeding to action in
the case, It will be necessary, then, before
submitting the plan to the Legisla ure, to as-
certain by actual survey what current, if any,
there is in thisshallow part of Lake S:. Peter,
what is its rate per hour. It is possible, that
if the deepened channel did require an annual
dredging, the improvement would still be pro-
fitable when compared with present expenses
and delay, but the true state of affairs should
be well understood at the beginning.

But however favourable the report may be,
this is not an improvement that is to take pre-
cedence of all others, as some of its supporters
warmly imagine! It would benefit the City of
Montreal, no doubt; but to the rest of the pro-
vince it would be almost immaterial, because
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there is a good navigation at present, and it
matters but little to the upper parts of the pro-
vince whether Montreal or Quebec be their
shipping port.  Severul barges with up-country
produvce went cirect from Kingsion to Quebee
lact year, and there discharged their cargoes,
21d took in their lading of upward freight, and
it is prokable that this plan will be extensively
adopted.  If it should become general, the
deepening ot Lake St. Peter will be a matter
of but little consequence to the country in gen-
eral. Be this as it may, the at:empt to exalt
this improvement above every other is such an
orerdoing as may prove to be an undoing, by
raising a prejudice aguinst the work altugether
in all o her parts of the country, thus blocking
up the way instead of” opening it for umtied ac-
tion on the subject.

VVith these remarks we now present the fol-
lowing

REPORT

Of the sub-Conrnittce of the Board of T'rade,

appuinled to enquire inlo the practicability of

decpening Lake St. Peter,

The undersigned, appointed by the Board of
Trade a comml.tee to wait on Mr. Hall, the
Collecior of Customs, to examine Captain Bay-
field's report, and tor other objects connected
with the enquiry asto tle pracucability ot Lioke
St. Peter bemg made of sufiicient depth of wa-
ter, at the season of the year when the water
is lowest, to admit vessels drawing 16 feet, beg
toreport as follows:

That pursuant to their instvuctions, they
waited on Mr. Hall, and examined at his office
a chart of the Lake, drawn up by Mr. ‘Thormp-
son, which chart was made from a survey made
by Mr.Thompson under the orders of the Com-
missioners appointed to procure such survey—
and said chart boing complete in every respect
giving the depth of water all over the Lake,
your committee thoughs the same amnply suffi-
cient for every purpose.  Your comimttee also
examined Mr. Thompsor as to the nature of
the soil at the bottom of the Liake,and as to the
practicability of decpening it.  Mr. ‘Thompson
stated that the botiom (us far as he could tell
from puiting posts down) consisted of tenzcious
blue clay, with a very light covering of sand,
without s.ones, and that almost the on.y obsta-
cle to the dredging out a channel through the
sume, would be the osk timber lying at the bot-
tom; but thig, when found out, could be shewn
to persons willing to remove 1t free of cost;—
that, in his opinion, the channel, when once
decpened, would not fill up, if made where the
present Line of decpened water runs, on account
of the strong current; the present livht conting
of sand, an inch or two only, shews little den-
ger onthat score. Indeed thero is more probe-
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bility of the current wearing it slecper, than of’

1ts becoming more shellow, w5 the action of the
current is to fill up the Lake at the sides with
debris, and to muke the channed degnr, the
same as appears to have hapnened in many parts
of the vailey of the St. Lawrence.

Mr. Thompson alxo ealeuluted the expense
of dredging the work, the only mode m his
opinion, that cxists, that would give peruanent
satisfaction,~he cstimated it at about £20,000
at the utmost, and that with extraordinary ex-
ertions the dredging would be done in onc sca-
son, but at all events, with anything hike good
maenagement, in two.

Your committce also perused the extracts
from the Journals of the Huuse of Assembly of
Lower Canada, relating to the deepemng ot
the Lake, and the petitiuns heretolore made to
that body from the merchants of Montreal, the
evidence being therein given of certain masters
of schooners, whose opinion is, generally speak-
ing, against the permanency of any dredging;
but as thesc persons not only dstler between
themselves, but also from all other survers or
cxaminations of the soil of the bottom ol the
Lake, it may be presumned that their evidence is
but little worth.

The evidence also of’ a plot stating the bot-
tom to be rocky, may be thrown asude for sum-
lar reasons.

The report of BMr. Thowas Porteous and
others, who were willing to contract tv decpen
the Lake for the cum of £56,000, and tv heep
the channel open for three yoars, and wiw
caused the bed of” the prupused channdd to be
pierced with angers at various depths, so 25 to
draw yp portions of' the soil,—und which soil
was gxgmitted to Coloncl.By, of the Loyal En-
gingers, who pronounced it to be of such tena-
city, that when once dredged out there would
be no danger whatever of the channel bemg
again filled up,—scems to your commiltce to
deserve great attention and to be very conclu-
sive,

Your Committec al:o perused Captain Bay-
field’s report, which, together with his examin-
ation before the Ilow:c¢ of A:sewbly, goes
sgainst the practicability of deepening the
Lake, in consequence, as your coilautice con-
sider, of crronecous reasoning.  Cait. Baytfield
states the bottom to be clay with & stratuin of
sand upon it; he states the 1lands of the Lake
to be also blue clay, and that indigging wells
in the neighbourhood of the Lake, the strata
mre, first of sand, and then the same kind of
clay. Captain Bayficld argues from these facts
that this clay is an alluvial depo:it, and that
the same operation is going on in the Lakeypviz:
the formation of shoals and ultimately island in
the slacl: water. Now, it appears, to your
committce to be exactly the reverse as regards
the main current. The blue clay is the original
bed, covered probably with sand like the rest of
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the neigrhbourhood, which sand w the centre of
the river has been washed away by the current,
exeepting only the very conrsest particles now
on the tup ol the clay—that the very formation
of' shoals in sluck water proves that the current
in the centre hos a tendency to become deeper
in lieu of" filling up,—the natural tendency of
all rivers being to confine themselves more and
nore, unless in passing through high banks.—
The greater part of the valley of the St. Law-
rence appears formerly to have been one
Luke, which by shoals forming in slack water,
and the current wearing a deeper and deeper
bed i the centre, eventually made the Lake
into a River, having low flat lands at its sides.
Rivers, when they first were formed from
springs and waters from the lands, ran, doubt-
less over a large extent of surfuce,—were, in
fact, all lahes; but i time the beds were form-
cd by the rapidity of the strcams wherever the
accidental depth cuused a greater current than
cl.ewhere.  Sacir beds became deeper and
decper, their debris filled up the shallower parts,
and in time the Lake became a River.

In fact, it appears to your committee, that
there is little fear of a Lake filling up, (when
the current is strong,) in the deepest channel,
espectlly i that channel is made deeper arti-
fic.lly; its tendency, your committec imagine,
is to become deeper still from the natural
causes,

Water, it is well known, will hold many heavy
mutters, a; sand or clay, in suspenston, 1n pro-
portion to the velocity of the current. In the
deenest part of & running stream, where the
enrrent 1 ostronge:ty these matters are held in
surpension, but such proportions as come over
shullower portions at the sides, deposit a part
of these suspended matters,——the channel be-
ceines deeper, the shoals shallower,~—all that is
proposed by dredging is to assist nature in this
important work; were the soil anything but
blue tenacious clay, the bed had been washed
deep long since.  Even limestone would have
been cavried away sooner than the clay, which
will remain for ages befere natural causes can
remove ite At the same time, this clay is, of
all matters, the casiest 1o remove by dredging,
as 1ts ©1des do not cave in, and the machine can
be worked without fear of breaking.

Part of the crror arises probably from con-
founding the deposits at mouths of rivers, with
the possibilities of deposit in the bed. The
current of a river, owing to its velocity, holding
in suspension heavy particles of soil, meets at
its mouth another strcam at right angles, or
otherwise not in the dircetion of its current,the
velocity is retarded from the impinging of one
current on the other, and a deposit takes place.
In the main current of o river this cannot be
the casc—quite the reverse.

It is acknowledged certuinly, that, as owing
to the expanse of water in Lake St. Peter, the
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velocity is less than in theriver above or below,
a deposit will and must take place, but such
deposit will be chiefly in slack water, and will
be immediately taken up again or washed from
the bed on such shoals, so that the deposits will
remain only for a short period of time.

With respect to the necessity of deepening
the channel in Lake St. Peter, your committee
scarcely think there can be any difference of
opinion on the subject. From a document giv-
ing the names and particulars of seven ordinary
sized vessels, viz: from 259 to 365 tons, old
measurement, consigned to Messrs. Millar,
Edmonstone & Allan, it appears the total ex-
penses on such vessels amounted to £1594
11s. 1d.,—on deducting the towage up, which

robably,even if the Lake were deepened,would
ﬁave 1o be incurred £1059 28, 7d, of whichthe
lighterage alone cost £330 15s. 10d.—of thir-
teen vessels consigned to Messrs. Gillespie,
Moffatt, Jamieson & Co., or rather voyages of
vessels, the expense was

Totalesesesossssess £1916 8 9
Without towage up++ 1146 13 5
Lighterage only..... 842 4 2

this including both spring and fall voyages, in
the former case the expenses being small.

Such an enormous outlay would justify a con-
siderable expenditure; indeed the extra expense
of lighterage last year, owing to the shallow-
ness of the Lake,has beenestimated at £20000,
and this year will probably be muach more,—a
sum sufficient to permanently render the chan-
pel sufficiently deep for the ordinary sized
vessels.

Tndeed, your committee think, that were the
channel rendered 17 feet deep, that many of the
seeking ships would come to Montreal for mix-
ed cargoes; that is, flour, ashes, or other goods,
in part, and fill up with _deals or lumber; o fair
share of the lumber trade indeed might be cal-
culated on, as lumber could be furnished much

cheaper than at Quebec.

Your committee refer to Mr. Thompson's
explanations of his views, copies of which are
annexed hereunto, thinking them tolerably cor-
rect in the main, and shewing in a strong light
the importance of the work, and also its practi-
cebility, in his opinion.

In conclusion, your committee would urge
that a petition should be presented to His Ex-
csllency the Governor General, praying that he
would cause enquiry to be made into the mat-

d to give permission for a bill to carry
t::t’. :ﬁ‘e obje%t to be brought forward at the next

sitting of the Legslature.
As to the mode of reimbursing the amount

raised, your committee think a tonnage duty
on ships coming through the Lake, would not
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only defray the interest, butform a sinking fund
to eventually pay off the principal.

All which is nevertheless humbly submitted.

J. 'T'. BRONDGEEST.
Tromas CRINGAN.

Montreal, 20th April, 1841,

Remarks on deepening a Channel in Lake St.
Peter to the depth of 16 feet, for the safe
passage of loaded vessels, by dredging.,

In the uncertainty of what power may be
employed, it appears necessary to adopta given
power, acting in a given time,on & given space,
as a means of comparison, with whatever power
may be brought into operation. Let the steam
dredging machine be said to be of 16 horse
power, capable of working to the depth of 16
feet deep, clearing and bringing up 25 tons of
mud, sand, gravel, &c. per hour: equal to 300
tons per 12 hours, or 600 tonsin 24 hours, In
Lake St. Peter, the water flows over a surface
of blue clay, of considerable tenacity, the re-
sistance of which is equal to weight. This blue
clay in weight will be 18 cubic feet to the ton
of 2240 lbs, avoirdupois. For a given quantity,
let it be one mile in length,by 50 feet in breadth,
and one foot in depth, this quantity is equal to
264,000 cubic feet. Allowing the dredging
machine in Lake St. Peter to be in operation
on the 12th May, and continue to the 18th
November, not counting Sundays, and allowing
17 days for bad weather, accidents, &ec., there
will remain 140 working days. Hence the data
are, one dredging machine of 16 horse power,
raising 25 tons weight of clay, sand,gravel, &e.
per hour, equal to 600 tons per 24 hours; the
clay, &c. at 18 cubic feet per ton weight; the
open season at 140 working days, and the space
of quantity as a means of comparison, 1 mile
in length, by 50 feet in breadth, and 1 foot in
depth, equal to 264,000 cubic feet, equalto 1466
tons weight.

As the open season is short, the dredging
machine must work with two sets of men, at
24 hours per day, raising in each 24 hours, 600
tons of clay, &~. The machine working at this
rate will clear and deliver 14,667 tons in 24
days, being one mile in length, by 50 feet in
breadth, and one foot in dep:h. Hence, in 140
working days, the machine will excavate and
clear a space of 5 7-10 miles in length, by 50
feet in breadth, and one foot in depth; and twe
such machines will double this work, giving the
same length and depth, but 100 feet in breadth,
or the same length and breadth by two feet in
depth. That is, one dredging machine of 18
horse power, working 140 days, at 600 tons per
day, will excavate and deliver 84,000 tons
weight, equal to 1,512,000 cubic feet in one
season; and two such machines will clear
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8,024,000 feet in the same time. Every ycor
may be said to add to tho power of working
machinery. Inalate puper from Limerick, in
Ireland, is noticed two powerful steam ¢redging
machines, one of which on tial, in 20 minutes,
excavited 88 tonsof kard clay, mixed with gra-
vel, which 13 114 tons per hour, equal to 2708
tons per 21 hours, or one day; which 1s cqual
to the work of' 1} dredging machiney, cach of
18 horze power, of the pre:cnt construction.—
Allowing the Irish dredging machine to work
at only 90 tons per hour, instead of 114 tons,
this power will give 2160 tons per 24 hours,
clearing each duay a space of 38,000 cubic feet:
and in one scason of’ 140 working days, exca-
vating 902,400 tons, und clearnng a space of
5,448,200 cubic feet; equal to & miles in length,
by 100 feet in breacth, und 2 feet in dejth. ™ It
is of importance to the merchants of” Montreal
to ascertain, what is the powsr, the construc-
tion, and cost of this dredging machine, neatly
branmered, but not polishcg, which last is a
greot additional expence.

By measur:ment on the chart of my trigono-
metrical survey and soundings of Lake St. Pe-
ter, in the months of August, Seplember, and
October, 1838, and 89, by these soundings, the
quanlity required to be excavuted to form a
channel of 16 feetin depth, by 100 fect in
breadth, is 8,562,000 cubic fect, which with two
dredging wachines of 16 horse power each,
will excavate and clear in three scasons, leav-
53 days for one dredging machine to work else-
where,at the total expense of £3.  00. Suy the
three scasons will cost £40,000, the annval in-
terest of which sum is £2400, at 6 per eent.—
At present there may arrive at Montreal about
140 ships at most; it is allowed by the mer-
chants that, if Lake St. Peter was deepened, at
least 300 sail of chips, with full cargoes, would
come to Blontreal, even in the present state of’
the trade. A duty of only £20 on cach ship,
will produce a sum of £6000, thereby paying
theinterest of £2400,and leaving£3600 annual-
ly to pay up the capital of £40,000; and as the
number of ships increase, the revenue will aug-
ment, and enable a powerful dredging machine
to be constantly employed in keeping the chan.
nel clear and deep,

At present, from the shallownessof Lake St.
Petery the ships fur Montreal are oblged to
break bulk at Quebec, and incur heavy expen-
ses, and from Montreal 1o Quebec, to descend
with only part of their loading; the loss of time
and cxpense attendant on this state of com-
merce; is now averaged at £40,000 annuully,
giving to each ship the average charge of ex-
pense of about £330, which would willingly be
exchanged for a duty of £20, and if levied on
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cach passage over the luke, would raise o re-
venue of twice £6000, annually increasing with
the trede of the country.

Estimate of the first season of two Dredging
Machines, carh of 16 horse power, ts deepen
o channel in Lake St. Peicr to the depth of
16 feet.

To the cost of two dredging ma-

chines,each of' 6 horse power,

each 1n a well constructed ves-

scl, ready to work, each of

neatly hummered iron, not po-

Jished, ai £6000 ecach machine,

vessely &Cersencenetesese£12000 0 O
To six lighters, each of 50 tons,

at £150 cachescecccscsseas 900 0 0O
To ten cords of wood per day

cach machine, or twenty cords

per duy for both, at 5s. per

cord, 140 daygesececscscees 700 O O
To contingencles, &ceseeceese 450 0 0

£14050 0 0

To one'superintendanteeecsecs 450 0 0
‘To two engineers, cach £150.++ 300 0 0
To six men cach vessel, 12 men

at £3 10s, per month, for six

monthsoooooooooooo.onoooo 250 0 0
To five men to cach lighter, at

£3 10s. six monthseeevesees 630 0 O

One set at twelve hours per day £ 1632 0 0

PROVISIONS,

To 45 persons at 1s. 8d per day,
for six months, suy £8 per
QY .¢e0e0s0vsestsecssncsense
Pots, ketiles, &ec. freight &cee .
AT R

Provisions for one set for 12
hourSogocco.o.coo-oooocto’ £560 0 0

Total expenditure of the first year,

To cost of dredging machines,
lighte. s, fuel, &c.ieoseasesee 14050 0
Of oue set of persons, £1632—2
sets for 24 hoursecesecescse 3284 0
Provisions for do. £560—do do 1120 0
0

(1]
(]
. h 0
To contingencigsesesesseccscs 1916 0

Totolesseseossee ¢4e£205060 00
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Erensc of the second year,
To interest ut six per cent on
£20,00000000000crcssssccst 1200 0 0
Repoirs of machines, vessels,
lighters, &c.uoooooosoo.‘,. 500
The employment of 20 persons

o
(=

astheﬁrst ycnr"OOO'o-coau g4 0 O
The cost of fuel,eeesessecesse 700 0 O
Ditta of provisions, &ceeessess 1120 0 0
To contingencicgeessecocesses 516 0 0

Total cost of the second scason-£ 7800 0 0

Expense of the third year.

To the interest of £27,300 at six
percent............-......
Repairs of vessels, machines,
lighters,&c..........-..... 500
The employment of 90 persons,
usthe ﬁl’St ycn.l'a-o esesssse e
The cost Offueltoooo esecsccse
To contingenciess eeseesssross

1638

1120

00
090
3264 0 O
0 0
7% 0 O

Total expense of the third year.-£ 7700 0 0
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Ilence the first year, £20,000; the second
yeary, £7800; the third year, £7700,~total
£35,000; extra contingencics, £5000, making
the gross total £40,000, being barely the sum
of the annual expense, charges, &c. on the
present commerce of Montreal for one year,
%n account of the shallowness of Lake St.

eter.

If one powerful steam dredging machine sim«
ilar to the two now employed at Ballynagher
in Ireland, was brought into operation on Lake
St. Peter, it would be deepened to the above
extent in Jess than two seasons, and the ex-
pense lessencd by at least one-fifth of the
present cstimate. But if two such steam
dredging machines were brought into operation,
(the space of £8,502,000 cubic feet, the quanti-
ty required to be removed) they would accom-
plish the above work in five months of the first
scason, at probably = cost of not more than
£30,000, and the sccond season would produce
a revenue on ships passing the Lake with full
cargoes.

Davip Tnoxesox.

PRESERVATIVE FOR TIMBER.

We published an article in the March number
of the Review, on the Kyanizing process for
preserving timber. The following letter which
was addressed to the Montreal Herald, refers
to that process, and mentions a recent discov-
ery which appears to be preferable. With
respect to the objections here urged against
Kyan's process, we do not think them of much
weight, because the plan has been extensively
adopted, and these supposed evils of it would
have been manifest before now had they existed.
Facts could have been appealed to, instead of
urging mere suppositions, had there been any
facts to adduce against 1t.  But of Sir William
Burnet’s plan be cheaper, and a belter preser-
vative than Kyan's, of course it deserves the
preference, and we therefore publish it here, as
we have no other object in view than the pub-
lic good. We wish the writer had mentioned
any experiments to which Burnet's plan may
have been submitted, as nothing of the kind has
yet reached us, and without experiments no

discovery of the kind can establish its merits.
ve

Has timber thus prepared been tried in the
Woolwich fungus pit for five or six years?——
The following letter is barren of all explana-
tion, but as it promises fair we present it to the
public:—

«The attention of the Canadian public has
been foreibly called to the subject of the pres-
ervation of timber by Mr. Kyan’s process just
at the time when a new method has been an-
nounced in England, which is both safer, 1 ore
effectual, and more economical. Mr. Kyan’s
mode was adopted throughout Eurupe with ra-
pidity, and the attention of many chemists was
drawn to its probable influence on the public
health. Dr. Schweig of Carlsruhe has just
published o brochure in which ke maintains that
the subject calls for the earnest attention of
government, and adduces various solid reasons.

1st—From the ready absorption of the solu-
tion (of Corrosive Sublimate) through the skin
theworkmen are exposed tomuchdanger in the
mere manipulation.

“He gives various precautions to be taken
to diminish the danger.
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2d-—As a matter of medical police, it is pro-
per to enquire whether under certein circumn-
stances mercury may not be volatilized from
wood, thus prepared, and produce its usual dan-
gerous cffect, upon thosc exposed to the va-
your.

“The occurrence of prejudicial effects from
this cause has been denied, beeause the crews
of vessels built of Kyanized timber have return-
ed healthy, after long voyages, even in tropicul
latitudes. Experience may not have hitherto
shown that dangerous consequences have fol-
lowed; but further trials nre wanting to estub-
lich this point satisfactorily.

¢ 3d—1It need hardly be said that wood thus
impregnated with corrosive sublimate is wholly
unfitted for the making of vessels to hold arti-
cles of food or drink either for the use of man
or beast.

“4th—A fourth and very important consider-
ation is, that Kyanized wood when used up
cannot be safely employed tor fuel like ordinary
wood; the mercury contained in old wood
might thus be volatilized and spread in vapour
through the house, leading to the slow destruc-
tion of life by protracted illness. It could only
be safely burnt in close stoves or vessels where
there is a free current of air to carry off the
mercurial vapour.”

“The chips or cutiings of wood of this des-
cription, might unknowingly be employed as
fuel by labourers and others engaged in work-
ing the timber.

«Dr. Schweig says, that an equal substitute
may be found in the sulphate of copper (bluc
vitriol).  Copper not being volatilizable by
heat is safer in that respect, but wood so pre-
pared is equally unfitted for domestic utensils
-as when Kyanized. In truth, blue vitriol is not
as good a preservative as Corrosive Sublimate.

«Sir William Burnet has discovered that
Chloride of Zine is greatly superior to both in
the presenation of wouod, and still more so in
the preservation of sailcloth and cordage. I

THE GREEN-WOOD SHRIVT.

belicve he has sec: red a patent for this discov-
ery, and that it is deservedly in England super-
seding the more dangerous and expensive pro-
cess of Mr. Kyan.

%I have been induced to present SirWilliam
Burnet’s process to the attention of the public,
as in every way morcadvantageous to the man-
ufacturer and consumer, and as the lives and
heelth of thousands of individuals would be en-
dangered by the extensive adoption of DBIr.
Kyan’s plan.”

In connexion with this plan for preserving
timber from rot, we have met with anotner for
preserving it from fire. Mr. Montgomery, of
Point Frederick, near Kingston, professes to
have discovered a liquid mixture that will pro-
tect wood {rom fire, and has made asatisfactory
experiment of its virtues. A small model of a
house, made of dry pine boards, was washed
over with the. liquid, and then in presence of
about fifty persons it was submitted to the ac-
tion of fire for nearly an hour, without being
ignited. It was then broken up by the specta-
tors. The liquid when applied is absorbed by
the wood, and the heat draws it to the surface,
on which it forms a solid crust that resists fire.
‘I'he wood may be charred a little, but does not
blaze or become a live conl. TFurther experi-
ments are contemplated, and if they be equally
satisfactory the discovery is a valuable one, as
the article is cheap, costing only about 5s. per
gallon. Whether exposure to the weather
would destroy its protecting power is yet to be
determined, as also what effect a coat of paint
would have; but il the composition preserves
from fire, it will be valuable though it should
have to be applied every year. In thiscountry
of wooden buildings, a matter that will preserve
them from the frequent ravages of fire will be
a public benefit.

THE GREEN-WOOD SHRIFT.

[ The following is versified from an aneedote of George JII., inserted from a publication of the Rev. Mr
Crable's, in the Church of England Magazine. ]

Outstretchied beneath the leafy shade
Of Windsor Forcst’s deepest glade
A dying woman lay;
Threo little children round her stood,
Aud there wentup from the green wood
A woful wail that day.

“ 0 mother ! was the mingled cry,
“ O mother, mother! do not die
And leave us all alone.”
¢ My blessed babes!” she tiied to say,
But the fuint accents died away
In a low subbing moau.
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And then life struggled hard with death,
And fast and strong <he drew her breath,
And up she raised her hoad ;
And piercing through tho deep wood mazo
With a long, sharp,uncarthly gaze,
“1Will ho not como,” sho said.

Just then, the parting boughs between,
A little maid's light form was seen

All breathless with her epeed
And following close, a man came on,
(A portly man to look upon,)

Who led u panting steed.

* Mother ! the little maiden cricd,

Or e'er sho reached the woman’s sido
And kissed her clay cold cheek,

¢ 1 havo not idled in the town,

But long went wandering up and down
The minister to seck.

4 They told me here—they told me there:

I think they mocked mo overy where;
And when I found his hume,

And begg'd him on my bended knee,

To bring his book and como with me,
Mother! he would not come.

1 told him how you dying Iny

And could not go in peace away
Without the minister.

1 begg’d him for dear Christ, his sake,

But oh ! my heart was fit to break.--
Mother ! he would not stir.

¢ So, though my tears were blinding mo,
I ran back, fast asfast could be,
To como again to you ;
And hero closo by, this Squire I met,
Who asked (so mild) what made me fret ;
And when 1 told him true,

“1 will go with you, child,” he said,
‘God sends mo to this dying bed,’
Mother, he’s here hard by.”
While thus the litle maiden spoke,
The maa his back against an oak,
Look’d on with glistening eye.

The bridle on his neck flung free,

With quivering flank and trembling knee,
Pressed close his bonny bay;

Astatelier man—a statelier steed,

Nover on greenswacd paced, I rede,
Than thoso stood there that duy.

So whilo the liulo maiden spoke,
‘The man, his back ngainst an oak,
Looked on with glistening cyo
And folded arms; and in his look,
Sumething that, likea sermon book,
Preached—*¢ All is vanity.”

But when the dying woman’s face
Turned towards him with a wishful gaze,
tlo stepped 10 whero she oy,
And kaceling down, bent over her,
Saying—*“ I am a minister~
My sister! let us pray.”

And well without, or book or stole,
(God’s words were printed on his soul,)’
Into the dying ear
He breath'd, as 'twere an angel’s strain,
Tho things that unto life pertain,
And death’s dark shadows clear.

He spoko of sinners’ lost estate,

In Christ renewed-—regencrate--
Of God's most blessed decree,

That not a single soul should die

Who wrns repentant with the cry
“ Be merciful to me!”

He spoke of trouble, pzin, and toil,
Endurcd but for a little whilo

In patience, fuith, and love,
Sure, in God’s own good time, to bo
Exchanged for an Eternity

Of happiness above.

Then, as the spirit ebb'd away,

He raised his bands and eyes, to pray
That peaccful it might pass ;

And then---the orphans’ sobs alone

Were heard, as they knelt every ono
Closo round on the green grass.

Such was the sight their wond'ring eves
Beheld, in heart-struck, mute surp.ise,
Who reined their coursers back,
Just as they found the long astray,
Who in the heat of chase that day
Had wander'd from their track.

Back cach man rein’d his pawing steed,
And lighted down, as if agreed,
In silenco at his side;
And there, uncovered all they stood---
It was a wholesome sight and good
That day for mortal pride.

For of the noblest of the land

Was that decp-hushed bare-headed band ;
And central in the ring,

By that dead pauper on the ground,

Her ragged orphans clinging round,
Knelt their anointed King.
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So much gross misrepresentation has becn
circulated respecting the late election for the
County of Kent, that we arc induced to advert
to the subject in order to lay before the public
the real merits of the case. Itis not mercly
the Kent Election that is concerned, but if the
delusive statements which have been put forth
respecting it be allowed to pass without con-
tradiction, they will have an influence onfuture
elections, and the province will be involved in
contention and cost on points which could
never be disputed if ordinary honesty and in-
telligence prevailed. It is therefore necessary
to check the factious presumnption which, to
gratify its personal malevolence or public hos-
tility, misrepresents the simplest fxets and
plainest question that could cngage gencral
consideration. If the sciolists who have mut-
tered their accustomed quantity of ill-con-
sidered nonsense on this subject find that they
have prepared a rod for their own back:, they
must submit to punishment with the best grace
they can, for thcy lave provoked it. They
“know a little, presume a great deal, and so
jump to a conclusion;” and therefore they reed
not be surprised to find that they sometimes
Jjump into 2 quicksct hedge, ur smpale thewm-
selves on the horns of a dilemma, or plunge
into the whirlpool of palpable contradictions,
or fly off in a tangent from the regions of com-
mon sense into the liubo of chactic aburtions,
there to make sport fur the jeering anarch old.

The facts of the Kent election are briefly
these. The Candidates were Joseph Woods,
Esq., and the Iun. S. B. Ilariieun; and the
Sheriff of the District was the Returning Offi-
cer. At the close of the poll on Saturday
night, Mr. Woods had a majority of 43, but &
scrutiny was demanded by Mr Harrison's
friends, on the ground that illegal votes had
been taken for Mr. Woods. This gentleman
refused to go nto a scrutiny. The Sheriff
adjourned until Monday, but Mr. Woods still
refused. To give them further time for con-
sideration the Shenfl adjurned agan untl
Thursday, when Mr. Woods continued to re-
fuse going into a scrutiny, and the Sheriffmade
& special return to the writ, setting forth the
facts.

ELECTION.
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The questions that arise here then are—Had
the Shenfl’ a mnght to grant a scrutiny? and
when one party refused to go into it, was it
right to make a special return? Both theso
questions have been dented, but we affirm them
both. The Sheriff had not only a perfect right
to grant a scrutiny, but we belicve that he
would have been justifiable in going into it,
notwithstanding Mr. Wood's refusal to concur
therein, letting judgment go by default,—for
there is at least one precedent for this in Eng-
lish elections, in which the Sheriff granted a
scrutiny against the consent of one of the Can-
didates, and no complaint was made on that
ground; but as this point does not arise now
we need not examine it. At all events, the
Sheriff has not injured Mr. Woods by making
a special return, for if he had had a majority of
lezral votes the scrutiny would have declared it,
and the refusal to concur in a scrutiny was
tantawount to a confession that he had not such
a magonty. e and his fiends say, it 1s true,
that they refused guing into a scrutiny with
such a biassed judge; but they have produced
no evidence to prove that the Sheriff was bias-
sed against Mr.Woods,—the admission of ille-
gul voles 1n lus favour proves that he was not.
But if he had been so biassed, they were there
to protect their own rights, and if they had
seen them invaded they had always o remedy
by a prutest and petition agoinst the return; so
tiaut they have made out no case whatever for
refusing to go into the scrutiny; while the re-
fusal makes a strong case against them. But
now for the question of right.

Prenusing that our elections are governed by
the English election laws, except as may be
otherwise provided, we make the following ex-
tracts from Heywoop on County Elections,
page 620.

s« After the case of Ashby and White, and
the resolutions of the Hovse of Commons, had
encouraged returning officersin the assumption
of a judicial character, we find some cases in
suppust uf the legality of 2 scrutiny; such are
those of Southwark, 7th Februury, 1711; Ox-
fordshire, 18th November, 1754; Westminster,
in 1750, and in 1784; and Sudbury, in 1780:—
all of which will be stated hereafter, The 11th
Geo. chap. 18, enacts that, at the clections of
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membéns for tho City of London, if after the
declaration of the numbers at the poll, a scru-
tiny shall ¢be lawfully demanded,” it shall be
granted.  So that it takes for ;fmntcd, that a
scrutiny may be lawful in itself, and may be
lawfully demanded. The late act of the 25th
Geo. I1L. chap. 84, has removed all doubts up-
on this subject, and not only empowered re-
turning officers in general to grant a scrutiny,
but regulates the wode of prucecding at 18, as
will be scen presently.”

* * » »

«In the case of Guilford just cited, the re-
turning officer had procceded to the scrutiny
without the consent of one of the candidates,
but the circunstances of the case rendered 1t
unnccessary to make any objection on that ac-
count, At the close of the seventeenth cen-
tury, and the beginning of the last, the legality
of a scrutiny, and thc power of the returning
officer to grant it, do not seem to have been in
digpute. "This perhaps may have been owing
to its never having been granted against the
consent of the candidates, where it became ma-
teriel for them to contest it. On the other
hand, many instances, about that time, are
found in the journals of the returning officer
having refused a scrutiny; and many petitions
allege such refusal as a ground of complaint
against hun, or for unpeachins the electiun of
the :iting member. IHence st should seem
that it was by no means settled, that the only
object of a scrutiny was to satisfy the con-
science of the returning officer as to the legality
of the votes he had received upon the poll, or
that he had a discretionary power to refuse it,
contrary to the wishes buth of candidetes and
voters.”

»

«'The 25th Geo. IIL, c. 84,s. 1, by which
the elections of all countie: and places, not un-
der the regulation of any particular acts of par-
liament, are to be conducted, expressly makes
it discretionary in the Shenff to grant or refuse
a scrutiny; for the poll being closed, and the
name or names of the persun or persons who
have the majority of votes being declared, the
returning officer or officers must ¢forthwith
make a return of such person or persong, un-
less the returning officer or officers, upon a
scrutiny being demanded by any candidate, or
any two or more electors, shall deem it neces-
sary to grant the same, in which case it shall
and may be lawful for him so to do, and to pro-
ceed thereupon,”

* *

* - -

* » +* * * L4

* » * ® »

« A modern scrutiny is only a continuation
of the poll; it is a severance of the judicial ca-
pacity, which of late has been exercised by re-
turning officers, from the ministerial. Con-
formably to the modern praciise, 1t may be
srgued that the returning officer ought to ad-
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mit no persons to poll until he has decided up-
on their right to vote; and every voto that is
found upon the poll must, as against him, be
presumed to be o good one, because, if it was
not, 1t ought not to have been found there. A
scrutiny therefore, it may be said, ought never
to be granted (we are not now considering
what may be donc with consent of the candi-
dates and volers,) except where, from subse-
uent infurmativn, 1t 1s discovered that invalid
votes have been admitted; and even then it
may be doubted whether it onght to extend to
all the voters indiscriminately, or be confined
to those only which are suspected.”

Enough as to the right of & returning officer
to grant a scrutiny. The only wonder is how
it could cver have been denied in the face of
an act of parhament expressly granting that
night, and prescribing the mode of 1ts exercise,
The only hmitation to the right is, that the
scrutiny should not be continued longer than
the time fur returning the wnt—that 1s, by the
Provincial Act, 3d Willlam 1V., ¢. 18, sec. §,
(1833) within ten days after the close of the
election.

Having thus disposcd of the question as it
rclates to the scruting, we now take up the
special return, on which we make the following
extract from Marg on the law of elections,page

229,

¢ Thus the writ requires the Sheriff to return
two members duly chosen, But where the re-
turning officer of a city or borough has made
no return to the precept, or in cases of double
returns, or of mistaken returns, or where the
clectivn cannot be delermined by the time the
return is required to be made, the Sheriff does
not literally comply with the writ; for though
he ought to make some return, yet it is evident
in all these cases, he does not return two mem-
bers duly chosen; for the returns supposed are
a confession, either that no choice, or a doubt~
ful one has been made; and in the third case,
the return itself, as far as it pretends to be of
members duly chosen, is disproved by the judg-
r.ent of the fluuse, by placing olhers in their
stead; and to eay, notwithstanding the cases
put, or which may be put, that the letter of the
writ shall be complied with, would, in some
cases, be to compel a man to do an impossibili-
ty. Upon this reasoning, therefore, the Sher-
iff; beingr under the necessity of making some
return upun o general wit by the day mention-
cd therein, supposing him guilty of no neglect,
would staud excused, if upon such a writ he
were to make a special return; and if such
special return were true, 1t must, both upon
principle and precedent, be a legal return.”
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Thus, in the cases putyor “which may be put,”
if the Sheriff make «a special return, and that
speeial retarn be trae, it musty both upon prin-
ciple and preccdent, be a legal return.”  Inthe
casec in question the Sheritt could make no other
return than a special one, unless he had gone
into the scrutiny without Mr, Woods’ consent,
which we think he had a perfect right to do.—
But having waived this, he could not returnMr.
Woods as being « duly chosen,” for that was as
doubtful as cver, 1 d was flatly denicd by the
opposite party. He had an apparent ajority,
but it was asserted to be fictitious, and there-
fore of no value; and as he refused to have the
question decided in the proper manner by a
scrutiny, this refusal increasing the conviction
of the fictitious nature of his votes, he could not
be returned as a member duly chosen. ¢ A
modern scrutiny 1s only a continuction of the
poll,” says Heywood, and until it was bronght
to a close the Sheriff could not make a decision.
His special return is not only legal, but the only
one he or any other man could make under the
circumstances, If Mr. Woods have a legal
majority, it 1s hus own fault that he 1snot legal-
ly returned as member. It is not many men
that, when the Sheriff had granted o scrtiny,
would have refused to go into 1t; thereby fur-
nishing a presumption aganst themselves.

The unscrupulous partizans who have so far
misrepresented this affair may now understand
that all their denunciations recoil on themselves.
They have threatened to arraign the Shenfi'for
high crimes and misdemecanours, and bid him
surely expect a committal to gaol for his pre-
sumption in daring to act according to law,
against the will of the empty babblers whe
would rule the province by the force of nonsense
and audacity; but they will find, that instead
of soaring like cagles with lightning vengeance
in their grasp, they must flee to the murky
shade,-and hoot over their rained hopes with
other patriotic owls. Itis doubtless a griev-
ance that the law should interfere between them
and their revenge, but they have proved that
they are not fitted for empire, although they
ae very desirous of ruling the province accord-
ing to their own despotic will, despots under
the mask of liberty.

The course that has been taken in this busi-
ness would have been incredible if w» had not
known how far party spirit usurps dominion
over party men. It would appear as if the
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claims of - .rty were considered paramount over
every of er, and that fucts are regarded merely
as they aflect the party, illustrating the truth
of the witty peer’s definition of orthodoxy when
he suid: «Orthodoxy, my Lord, is my doxy;
heterodoxy is your Lordship’s doxy.” And this
party spirit clums all right and good for itself,
and fulminates its anathemas agamst all who
question its decisions, or differ from 1ts pre-
scribed routine.  These threatening alarmsare
mercly empty sound, but the whole system of
party tactics has a deeply injurious effect on the
public welfare.  On this point we quote the
following remarks from Lord Brougham on the
effects of party:

“DBut let us, even in our pride of enlighten-
cd wisdom, pause for 2 moment 1o reflect on
this most anomalous state of things,—this
arrangement of political affairs systematically
excludes one half of the great men of each sge
fromn their country’s service, and devotes both
classes infinitely more to maintaining a conflict
with one another than to furthering the general
good. And herc it may be adwmitted at once
that nothing can be less correct than their view,
who regard the administration of affairs as prac-
tically in the hands of only onehalf of the nation,
whilst the excluded portion is solely occupied
in thwarting their proceetings. The influence
of both parties i exerted, and the movement of
the state machine partahes of both the forces
impressed upon it; neither taking the direction
of the one nor of the other, but a third line be-
tween both.  This concession, no doubt,great-
ly lessens the cvil; but is very far indeed from
removing it. Why must there always be this
exclusion, and ihis conflict? D..es not every
one immediately perceive how it must prove
detrimental to the public service in the great
majority of cases: and how miserable a make-
shitt for something better and more rational it
is, even where it does more good than harm.—
Besides, if it requires a constant and systematic
opposition to prevent mischief, and keep the
machine of state in the right path, of what use
is our beasted representative government,wiuch
is designed to give the peoptic & control over
their rulers, and serve no other purpose at all?
Let us for a moment consider the origin of this
system of party, that we may the better be
able to appreciate its value and to comprehend
its working.

«The origin of party may be traced by fond
theorists and sanguine votaries of the system,
to a radical difference of opinion and principle;
to the “idem sentire de republica” which has
at all times marshalled men in combinations
or split them in oppositions; but it is
pretty plain to any person of ordinery un-
derstanding, that a far less romantic ground of
union and separation has for the most part
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existed—the individual interests of the parties:
the «“idem velle atque idem nolle J” the deswe
of power and plunder,wluch,asull cannot shave,
each is desirous of snatching und holding. The
history of English party is us certainly that of
o few great men und powertul tamilies on the
one hand, contending for place and power, with
a few others on the opposite quarter, as 1t 1s
the history of the Plantagenets, the Tudors,
and the Stuarts. There 15 nothing more un-
true than to represent principle as at the bot-
tom of it; interest is at the bottom, and the
opposttion of principle is subservient to the op-
position of interest. Accordingly, the re-uit
has been, that unless perhaps where a dynasty
was changed, as in 163§, and fur sume tne
afterwards,and excepting on questions connect-
ed with this change, the very same conduct was
held and the same prnciples protessed by both
parties when in office, and by both when 1n op-
position. Of this e have scen sutficiently re-
markable instanccs in the course ot the forego-
ing pages.”

Examples are then given, and Lord Brough-
am proceeds to argue from them as follows:

«It cannot surely in these circumstances be
deemed extraordinary that plain wen, ummtia-
ted in the aristocratic mysteries whereof'a rigid
devotion to party forms one of the most sacred,
should be apt tu sce a very difierent connexion
between principle and faction frot the une usu-
ally put forward, and that without at all deny-
ing the relation between the two things, they
should reverse the account generally given by
party men, and suspect them of taking up prin-
ciples in order to marshal themselves in allian-
ces and hostilitiesfor their own interests,instead
of engaging in these contests because of their
conflicting principles. Ina word, there scems
some reason to supposc that interest having
really divided them into bands, principles are
professed for the purposc of better compassing
their objects by maintaining a character and
gaining the support of the people.

* L4 - * ® £ @

The evils which flow from this manner of
conducting public affairs are manifest. The
two greatest unquestionabiy are, first, the losy
of so many able men to the scrvice of the coun-
try, as well as the devotion of almost the whole
powers of all leading men to party contests,
and the direction of a portion of those men to
obstructing the public service instead of help-
ing it; and next, the sport which, in playing
the parly game, is made of the most sacre
principles, the duping of the people, and the
assumption of their aristocratic leaders to dic-
tste their opinions to them. Itisa sorry ac-
count of any political machine that it is so con-
structed as only to be kept in order by the loss
of powerand the conflict of forces which the
first of these fuults implies. Itis 2 clumsyand
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unwieldy movement which can only be effected
by the combined operation of jarring principles,
which the panegyrists or rather the apologists
of thesc anomalies huve commended, But itis
a radical vice in any system to exclude the peo-
ple from torming their own opintons, winch
wust, if proceeding from their own unpulses,be
kept m strict accordance with their interests,
that 15 with the general good; and it is a flaw
if possible stll more disustrous, to render the
peuple tools and instruments of an ohgarchy,
in<tead of making their power the manspring
of the whole engine, and the grand object of all
1ts operations,

« Of this we may be well assured, that as
party has hitherto been known among us, it
can only be borne during the carlier stage ¢f a
nation’s political vrew.un,  While the people
are ignorant of their interesty, and as little ac-
qrainted with their rights as with their duties,
they may be treated by the leading factions ag
they have hitherto been treated by our own.,”

Bvery man who is not incurably infected
with the hungry, wolfish spirit of party,will ad-
mit the disadvantages of excluding from tho
public service one half of the very men who are
most competent to perform it.  The usual re-
source of partizans when pressed on the point,
is to say they have “no confidence” in these
men. Bat this outburst of cant iy a mere sub-
terfuge; for what does it mean? that they have
“no confidence” in their ability or integrity?—
Noj; but that they may not advise such meas-
ures as are pleasing to these partizans. Now,
not to observe that mere advice harms no one,
—that itis the province of others to decide after
hearing all ddvice,—and that in a multitude of
counsellors there is safety; the reply proceeds
on the false assumption, that these public ser-
vants are at liberty to form their own plans,and
pursue their own policy; whereas the true doc-
trine is, that it is the people who should origin-
ate them,and when they are properly instructed
they will do so; for as LordBrougham remarks,
the system of party rule is only adapted to the
carliest stages of a nation’s growth. It gov-
erns by a party, and for a party, and makes the
people mere tools for the advancement of party
leaders. On this plan their advice results in
immediate action, and the people are drilled 1o
lend it their tacit approval; but if a higher
standard were raised the people would guide
the state, instead of being merely 2 kind of
check on those who do guide it. Some discre-
tionary action must be allowed in minor mat-
ters, but all great prnciples and measures
should originate with the people, and every man
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who is capable and willing to execute their will
should be eligible to the work, instead of bemng
rigidly excluded therefrom by the shrivelled-up
selfishness of intolerant party spirit,ruling sole-
ly for its own advantage to the people’s injury.
As the politicul educationof the people becomes
complete, there will be less or none of that in-
firm vacillation of purpose which forms such a
convenient refuge for party sclfishnesss. Great
principles will be steadily maintained, and offi-
cial functions become more mimsterial, so that
government will receive the full benefit of its
populor orgunization, and be freed from the in-
cubus of blind party craft, without being re-
solved into a democracy. Mere party is as in-
tolerant as mere despotism, and pursues the
same ends by other means. Its name and badge
must be assumed, its hvery worn, 1ts mandates
obeyed to the letter, its whole servile spint 1m-
bibed, and its example copied in all its grovel-
ling details, or the decrec of banishment 1s cn-
forced with all the rigour of an oriental tyrant.
The trae spint of liberty will overturn this odi-
ous despotism, and while steadily pursuing its
own lofty designs will throw open its portals to
all who are willing to enter thercin. The spi-
rit of liberty will chase the spirit of monopoly,
and 2 political monopoly is not the least odious
or objectionable.

A mixed government requires & controlling
mind, as well as fixed principles fur its general
guidance. The people should furnish the lat-
ter: the former is the province of the Execu-
tive. Where both are found the government
best fulfils its design by being open to every
competent man who wiil enforce those princi-
ples. The great fallacy of party arguments
and assertions is, the assumption that public
servants are to form the character of the gov-
ermnment, instcad of to receive the character
impressed by the people; or, in other words,
that they are to do their own will, instead of
the will of those whose servants they are. Let
it once be generally understood that public of-
ficers are but mnisters of the public will; and
fet the people express that will in wisdom,with
consistency, firmness, and moderation; and then
political employments will be as open for com-
petition as any other employments, and the
public will be faithfully served as a necessary
tonsequence. I it be said that some compe-
tent men wonld still be excluded from office by
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not agreeing with the genera! will, and there-
fore there would be but httle difference; we re-
ply that there would be this difference, that no
man would be rendered incompetent for office
by any act of the government, but by the cast
of his own character, in fact a disqualification;
and that if there were no difference at all, but
precisely the same persons were ineligible in
one case as in the other, still this1s a far lws
offensive way of stating the fact, and is there-
fore much less likely to create enmity, bitter-
ness, hostile parties, “envy, hatred, and ail un-
charitableness.” By the approved rules of party
tactics, an opponent is rudely told that he is not
fit for office, accompanied with many sharp de-
nunciations of his peculiar - principles; but on
the opposite plan, he is left to infer the fact of
his being ineligible for office, if it be a fact, by
a duc consideration of its declared duties com-
pared with his -own character. Thus, in this
case, the exclusion is a natural effect, with
which no one can quarrel; but in the other case
it is a voluntary act, so performed as to pro-
voke a quarrel. Hence, if the result was in
cvery case the same, the means by which it
is attained are so widely different as to produce
an instantaneous preference of one over the
other in all well constituted minds. But it is
not to be supposed that the result would be in
every case the same, far from it. Establish
the government on fxed principles, in accord-
ance with the gencral will and interest, and
render iis offices accessible to every man who
is able and willing to fill them, and the public
mind and interest will be more frequently con-
sulted, instead of the interests of party; public
men wil take a broader view of public matters;
party barriers will be broken down, and party
hostilities cease; the most expansive plans will
be adopted for the public service, and the
strength of gencral union will mightily advance
the common prospenty. This 1s not mere
speculation. It 1s but a hteral transcript of
what has been. Lord Chatham’s administra-
tion was formed upon this plan, and before its
close there was hardly any difference of party
m England. All had united 1n the country’s
service, and party stnfe was extinct. And there
is not only nothing to prevent such a consum-
mation here, but much to promote it if the peo-
ple take a comprehensive view of thewr own in-
terest. The publicwelfarg 15 one and mdivisible,
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axd it will prosper just in proportion as party
strife and hot-headed partizans are discounten-
anced by those who have to bear the bruntand
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burden of all, and who will find that party
triumph is not synunymous with the public
good.

THE INDIAN NATIONS.

THe condition and prospects of the Indians
within the province, is a subject of considerable
interest both to the statesman and the phitan-
thropist. No plan of general improvement can
be complete unless it include the means of'ele-
vating the aboriginal tribes to an equality with
their white brethren in condition and character.
If the scattered remains of the once proud and
mighty possessors of the whole land are allowed
to continue in a state of degradation or ruinous
decay, a mountain of reproach will rest on those
who have supplanted them as lords of the soil,
without imparting any equivalent thercfor, sup-
planting only to destroy, instead of to civilize
and save. That the demon of destruction has
generally marched in the white man's track
through the vast forests of the west, is but two
well known: yet this is not a necessary conse-
quence of his presence, or superior civilization
would be but a superiority in evil rather than
good, a curse rather than a blessing. There
must be some redeeming principle in the white
man’s superiority, some power operating with
bim sufficient to stay the iron tread of remorse-
less destiny,and enable him to impart his know-
ledge to barbarous nations, without communi-
ceting death therewith. The dark shadows
that have fallen on the red men’s path, the bit-
der tempests that have hurtled over their heads,
uprooting the forests on their wigwems while
they slept, crushing in a moment the pride and
sizength of nations, until not one remains of
many hosts of eagle-plamed warriars, havebeen
saised by a corrupt and wercenary spirit, care-
desa of the ravages that it occasioned if'its dark
desigas succeeded. A more equitable spirit
now prevails. It is secn to be neither wisenor
just to.allow in the midst of us another race to
Jemein pormanently inferior, & burden and mis-
w2

cry to themselves, and a barrier to the gen-
eral progress of the whole community.

The Indians at present are in an aunomalous
condition. They are among us, yet not
of us. They are subject to our laws, yet
they do not enjoy our privileges, and the laws
give them only an imperfect protection. This
was clearly seen at the late Assizes for Niaga-
ra, in the case described in the following ac-
count taken from the Niagara Chronicle of the
29th April.

#On T'uesday an interesting case wasbefore
the Court. An Indian woman was arraigned
for having killed her husband, at Cayuga, on the
Grand River, by a blow with aniron bar onthe
left temple, of which blow he died the same
day it was inflicted. She was first indicted for
murder, but the Grand Jury returneda bill for
manslaughter only. The Solicitor general ip
stating the case, observed that it arose from the
lamentable use of ardent spirits,the manslaugh~
er having occurred during an affray produced
by the intoxication of the parties. The inter~
preter having been sworn, and the indictment
explained by him to the prisoner, she stated she
did not know any thing of what had ocpurred,
and the Ceurt directed a plea of Not Guilty to
be entered. The first witness called was the
prisoner’s daughter Polly—a good looking In-
dian girl, about 18 years of age, in full costume
wearing a massive silver necklace andear-rings,
her dress handsomely braided with beads, and
covered with numerous silver stars,  Mr. Mec-
Donald, for the prisoner, rose and requested
that the witness might be examined as to her
knowledge of the naturc of an oath. The in-
terpreter, who scemed a very intelligent man,
questioned the witness, and explained as the
result that her tribe (Scnecas) were heathens;
they, however, believe that when thoy die the
good go to a good place, and that it isnot xight
1o tell'a lie; but they never swear, and have no
form of cath. Onbeing interrogated if they
had no trials amongst themselves, and if no
forms were in such cases used with witnesses,
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ho stated, that in dlden times when any wrong
was done, the accused persons were tried before
the aged chicfs, and the witnesses sunply told
what had taken place. Mr. McDonald then
submitted that it was imposssible for such evi-
dence to go to u jury, as, there being no form of’
swearing, and no form for binding consciences,
no indictment for perjury could lie.  The Court
called for the next wuness, who was & younger
sister of t ¢ lugt wituess, and she made simlar
answers to the questions put to her through the
interpreter.  The Solicitor General having no
further witnesses to produce, the Chicf Justice
after having weighed the case, concurred indMr.
McDonald’s views, and quoted an mstance
where the testimony of an intelligent quaker o
England, who had separated himself from the
Society, but objected to taking an oath, was
refused; and observed that it was still more ne-
cessary to refuse testimony where the partics
were unfortunately heathens. The prisoner
was then discharged.

&The result in the above case suggests the
enquiry, how is justice administercd among the
Indians? 'We presume that our laws will not
permit them to act according to their peculiar
customs m matters of life and death, and yet
we have no laws adapted to do that for them
which we refuse them permission to do for
themselves, provided they are not converted to
christianity. At present it seems one Indian
murdering another would escape punishment
altogether, provided the crime could not be es-
tablished by other than Indian testimony. This
is & state of things loudly calling for a remedy,
for having the tribes nominally subjected to the
operation of our laws, it reflects shame on our
legislation that the statute book contains no-
thing adapted to their peculiar circuinstonces.”
And another case happened at the late Assizes
at Woodstock, for the Brock District. A wlite
man was arraigned for a rape on an Indian wo-
men, and though the crime was fully proved
against him, the Jury returned o verdict of not
guilty! Here,.however, the fault was not in
the law, but in the Jury; yet the effect is the
same to the Indian. :

Good care is now taken of the Indians’ pro-
perty in lands, but in former years it was bar-
tered away for mere trifles. The township of
W oolwich, contamning upwards of 86,000 acres,
was acquired by one person; the township of
Dumfries, containing upwards of 94,000 acres,
by another; the township of Nicholl, contain-
ing 28,500 ncres, by another; the township of
Watetloo, containing upwards of 94,000 acres,
by another, 2 block 0f 80,800 acres, by another,
and & block of 19,000 acres by two other per-
sons, making 352,300 acres acquired by seven
persons from the Indians, What the consider-
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ation was does not appear, but it was doubtless
very trifling in every ease. The Indians still
hold about 700,000 acres among the surveyed
lands of the province. The territory of the Six
Nations on the Grand River originally contain-
ed upwards of 674,000 acres of land, among the
fincst in quality and best situated of any in the
province. ‘'T'hey have sull left cbout 200,000
acres. Besides which they have money invest-
ed in the British funds to the amount of £25,-
783; also bonds and other provincial sccurities
bearing interest, to the amount of £7629 10s.;
and the three-fourths of the Grand River Navi-
gation Stock, on which has been paid the sum
of £19,198, but this 1s yet unproductive.~—
Some other bodies of Indians have also money
invested in Government Debentures. And the
annual parliamentary grant (£13,380 sterling)
is distributed among the Indians in presents
and otherwise, so that means are provided for
their comfort and improvement which would be
found sufficient for all that is required, if they
were brought generally to cultivate their
lands, instcad of depending so much on fishing
and hunting, especially as game is much less
abundant with them than it has been, and can
no longer be relicdon as o. principal source of
subsistence. The Indians are now in & tran-
cition state, neither hunters nor agriculturists,
except in & few cases, but their lands would
amply provide for all their wants, if duly cul-
tivated, and prove a fixed and ever-growing
source of plenty, which, with the grants and
other aids in money, would render them per-
manently prosperous. Great improvement has,
however, been effected, especially the last three
years, and by perseverance there is no doubt
that the Indians will be raised to a full par-
ticipation of all the benefits within their
reach.

The number of Indians who are under the
carc of the British Government, receiving an-
nual presents, may be about 11,000, of whom
about 7000 reside within the settled limits of
the Colony. The following return made to
Lord Durham’s Commissioners on Land and
Emigration, shows their relative numbers and
distribution. There has been very little change
among them since then; but last vear, 2 body
of Indians, amounting tofrom 1000 to 1200 in
number,came into the province from the United
States, and we hear that four or five hund
red more are coming this year. Thoso who
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came last year bought land on which to settle,
and are well advanced in civilization. With
this addition the following return 1s cotrect
cnough at the prezent tune:—

1. Number of Indwns within the colony?

It is impossible to answer this question cor-
rectly. ‘Uhe bands of Indiuns inhabiting the
country north of Lakes Huron and Superior
are numerous.

The resident Indians within the province are
as follows:—The Chippewas of the St. Clair
Rapids, Chevail Ecarte, River Aux Sables,—
number, 911.

The Hurons of Amherstburgh; the Chippe-
was of Amherstburgh; the Shawances of Atn-
herstburg; the Munsees of Amherstburgh,—
number, 197.

The Chippewas of Delaware; the Munsees
of Delaware; the Moraviang of Deluware,—
762,

The Six Nations, 2149.

The Mississagas of River Credit, 240.

The Mississagas of Rice Lake, 135,

The Mississagas of Mud Lake, 159.

The Mohawks of the Bay ot Quinte, 337,

The Mississagas of Grape Island, 214.

The Chippewas of Cold Water and the Nur-
rows, 426.

The Chippewas of Manitoulen Island, Lake
Huron, 188.

The Ottawas of Manitoulen Island, Lake
Huron, 80.

The Chippewas of La Cloch and Mississag-
ing, 2235.

The Chippewas of St. Joseph, 90.

The Chippewas of St. Mary’s, 99.

The Chippewas between Manatouwanning
and Penetanguishene.

The Chippewas of Lake Nippising, 59.

The Pottawatomies of Sanging, 238.

The Chippewas of Sanging, 152.

The Chippewas of Michipicoton, 57.

Besides these, there are of Pottawatamies,
Chippewas, Ottawas and Minonunies, from
1800 to 2000, who chiefly 1eside on the shores
of Lake Michigan, and on the south shores of
Lake Superior, but who nevertheless consider
themselves as owing alleglance to the Briush
Crown.

2. The quantity of land which they hold.

The Upper St. Clair Indian reserve contains
about 9000 acres. ‘The lower reserve extends
one mile in front on the River St. Clair, and
about four miles in depth. There are several
islands which the Indians claim, which may
contain about 5000 acres.

The Reserves at the River aux Sables coa-
tain about 5000 acres.
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The Huron reserve negr Amherstburgh, ex-
tends six unles along the River Detroit, and 1s
seven niles in depth.

Point Pele contains about 3300 acres.

The Chippewas of the River Thames have
about 12,000 acres in the township of Carra-
doc. *

The Moravians of Delaware occupy a tract
of about 26,000 acres in the town:hip of
Zone, and 25,195 acres in the township of
Qxford.

The Six Nations had origirally six miles on
cither side of the Grand River, from the mouth
to the source of the river. They have still left
about 200,000 acres.

The Mississogas of the River Credit have ra-
ther more than 3000 acres near to the mouth of
the river.

The Mississagas of Rice and Mud Lakes,
including the Alnwick settlers, about 6,000
acres. '

The Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte, about
54,000 acres.

The Chippewas of Lakes Huron and Sim-
coe, residing at the Narrows and Coldwater,
until very lately possessed a tract of about 8000
acrcs, 'They have recently surrendered it
toldGovernmcnt, for the purpose of being
sold.

They arc now in treaty for the purchas
of about 1000 acres on the east side of Lake
Simcoe, where they propose crecting a vil-
lage.

The Great Manatouwanning island, which
is especially rescrved for the use of all Indi-
ans who may be disposed to settle upon it,
contains fromn 800,000 to 1,000,000 of acres,

The tribes at La Cloch, Mississaging, and
those tribes residing to the north of Lakes Hu-
ron and Superior, consider the vast extent of
country which they occupy as hunting grounds
belonging to them,

The Pottawatamies, and Chippewas of
Sunging, on the south shore of Lake Huron,
claim the peninsula north of C'wen’s Sound to
Cabot'scad.

8. The manner in which their lands have
been acquired: whether by grant from Govern-
ment, or by being permitted to retain part of
their original possessions?

The Six Nations Indiang, including the Mo-
hawks of the Bay of Quinte, hold their reserves
by grant from the Crown. The territory was
purchased of the Mississagas for the express
purpose of being given to those tribes, as a re-
ward for their fidelity and services during the
old American war.

The most of the land occupied by Indians in
cther parts of the province are special reserves
in their original possessions, made by them-
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éclves when they sold the adjucent lands to
Government,

There are, however, some few tracts in the
Newecastle District which have been reserved
by Government for the uec of the Mississa-
go Indians, and somo which have been pur-
chased by the Indians themsclves: viz: at
the Rice and Mud Lakes, and at Balsam
Lakes,

4. "The manner in which the land is held,
whether by individuals or the tribe?

The Indions in all cases hold their lands in
joint tenency, to them and their posterity.

5. Whether they arc permitted to sell it,and
upon what terms?

They are not permitted to sell, lease, or in
any other manner dispose of their lands, but
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with the consent and concurrenco of Govern-
ment,

Should they do so, the land thus sold, or
otherwise disposed of, reverts to the Crown.
Sce Royal Proclamation, dated St. James's,
1768,

The Great Manatouwnnning Island, men-
tioned in the preceding extract, is supposed by
many persons to be rocky and barren, a kind of
Siberia; but we understund that the rocky part
does not extend more than halfa mile from the
shore. A large part of the island has a rieh
soil of the finest b..ck earth, covered with ma-
Jjestie forests, and very fine wheat, Indian corn,
barley, and potatoes,were raised by tbe Indians
at that station last year.

The following table shews what Lands were ceded by the Indians to the Government, for swhkick
they receive yearly payments of £5405.

NAMES OF TRIBES, ACRES CEDED. Am\mm;.

£ s d

Chippewas of Lakes Huron and Simcogs«s«e - 1,592,000 00000 1,200 0 ©
Mississaugas of River Creditesessecssoseoss 618,000 00 ceceoe 522 10 0
Ditto of Rice and Mud Lakeseeseoees 1,951,000 coeeoe 740 0 O
Ditto of Kingston and Bay of Quinte.. 2,740,00000c0s0ee 642 10 0
Chippewas of River Thameseeeecsosroscess 552,190 s ss0ae 600 0 9
Mohawks of the Bay of Quinteseeeeveccocss 83,2800 ve0cees 450 0 ©
Chippewas of Chenel Ecarte and St. Clair. .. 2,756,0000 00 ~s 00 L100 0 o
oravians of River Thameseeeseeecoccecces 26,0050 00 0vees 150 0 0
Acres 10,306,475s 00 000ee  £5,405 0 O

These annuities are charged upon the casual
and territorial revenue They were at first,
and for a long period, paid to the Indians at an
appointed time and place, cither in money or in
goods ot stated prices. This plan was, how-
ever, found objectionable, as it cnabled the im-
provident Indians to spend their money or bar-
1er their goods for Jiquor, as long as they had

any thing left with which to procure it. A
large portion of the annuitles is now employed
in building them comfurtable houses, clearing
lands, purchasing horses, cattle, farmmng imple-
ments, seed corn, provisions, &c. This change
of system was at first disliked by the Indians,
but they are now convinced that it is the most
beneficial for their interests.

—

The following table shews the Lands that were ceded by the Indians for specific consideratione,
: but for which no annuities arepayable.

IAMES OF TRIBES. NO. OF ACRES, CONSIDERATION.
£ s 4
Chippewas of LakesHuron & Simcoe 278,000 4,100 0 O
Do. of Chenal Ecarte and St. Chir 220,000 2,006 0 ©
Mississaugas of the River Credit.. 5,450 195 0 0
Chxppewag of Lake Huroneseseese 100,000 1,200 © 0
Ottawas, Chippewas and Wyandots 1,073 500 0 O . S
Mississaugas of Lake Ontarios««« 250,380 0 10 o jAnd diver other considerations
Mississaugas of Kingston and Bay
qu‘uim'e""”"”'“"""' 428 107 0 0 And promire of futuro protection
ChippewasandOttawes of Saugeeng 1,500,000 150 0 0 and support.
Acres, ©,855,686 £7,982 10 0
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His BExcellency Sir George Arthur appointed
a Commission to caquire into the condition of
the Indians, and what lands or annuitics they
possesss, and the management of the Indian
department. ¢ From the very extensive and
complicated nature of the first branch of this
inquiry, and the’remoteness of the sources of in-
formation upon which alone the Commissioners
could form accurate opinions,” they deferred a
reporl.onit until theinformation could becollect-
ed,and confined themselves to the second branch
of inquiry,the Indian department. On this their
report treats largely, pointing out its defective
organization in past years, through which they
“have to lament the injudicious disposal of
much valuable property, and the disappearance
of unaccounted funds.” ¢Vast sums which
from time to time have been rcalized from
sales of blocks of their lands (especially reser-
ved for the use of them and their vosterity) in-
stead of being invested in conformity to the
trust, and the interest only paid over to the
claimants, have, on the contrary, been from
time to time divided and distributed among
them, and are conscquently lost to those for
whose benefii and advantage they should bave
been safely invested, and inviolably presened.”

The report enters minutely into the various
changes that are requisite to render the Indian
department thoroughly efficient, as it respects
the disposal of Indian lands, the removal of
squatters from those lands, the distribution of
the annual presents, the promotion of civibiza-
tion among the Indians, the internal arrange-
ments of the office, and 1 general cvery thing
connected with Indian affuirs,

The following extract from the conclusion of
the report wiil show the nature of the improve-
ments suggested,

Your committee will now, as concicely as
possible, recapitulate the subjects of their con-
sideration; the defects in the constitution and
operation of the department, which appear to
them to requirc attention and improvement;
and respectfully make such suggestions as in
their opinion will effect such improvement.

First—With regard to the system of paying
the annuities, your committee are not prepared
to rccommend any change at present. They
are of opinion that the mode described by Mr.
Jarvis, of paying them in commodities, which
are generally useful to the communitics, and
have a tendency to domesticate them, and pro-
mote the practize of agriculture, a mode happily
as it appears, originating in the good sense of
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the Indiuns themselves, ought to be contine
ucd.

The changes recommended by your commit-
tee under vther heads will, they trust, have the
cllect of rendering such system stitl niwore
agrecable and beneticial to the Indians,

Secondly.—As to the mode of tuking care of
the Indians’ lands, and whether great altera-
tions and improvements might not be cffected,
much to the advantage of the Indians, your
committec have already, in the body of their
report, entered nt great length into this per-
plexing subject,and are strongly impressed with
the opinion, that so entire a change not only in
the preservation, but in the appropriation of the
wild lands, must be effected beforc any material
improvement in the social condition of the In-
dians can be hoped for, (schewmes in velation to
which, your committee will submit in their re-
port upon the best means of ameliorating their
condition generally,) that they for the prescnt
avoid recommending any partial alterations,
and confine themselves to the protection of
t{:eir property, against the cvils predicated in
the

Third branch of this inquiry.—As to the
course to be adopted with respect to Squatters
upon Indians’ lands. These may be divided in-
to two classes,

First, of those who have taken illegal pos-
session of the land,cither under some pretended
license from individual Indians, or without even
such colour of title, for the purpose of farming
alone, and have cleared and cultivated and built
upon the land, .

Secondly.  Such v.hose illegal possession 18
accompanicd by circuustances of a still more
ohjectinnable nature,—such as cuiting and
plundering the valuable tiinber—keepinghouses
for the sale of spintuous liquors, and otherwice
dissemunating the vices into which the Indians
so casily full, and which are the real source of
much of their destitution.

The first class by the valuable improvements
upon and attached to the lands, have givena
sort of security fur their ultimately making to
the Indians full compensation for their tempor-
ary usurpation, and their cases may for the pre-
sent be postponed, and taken into considera-
tion in connection with the scheme above
alluded to.

There were numercus instances of such upon
the lands surrendered to the Crown, and con-
veyed and sold for the Indians’ benefit; theso
lots were valued with the improvements, and
the intruders had the privilege of pre-emption
at the price fixed by the Government, If aban-
doned, they were of course,with their increased
value, put up to public competition. This rule
might be beneficially followed again, whether
the lands be leased or sold.



382

The second class of squatters your commit-
tee conceive to be entitled to nu consideration,
but that the commissioners appointed under the
act for the protection of Indian reserves, ought
to be instructed promptly to enforce the law
against them.

The great difficulty hitherto felt in getting
rid of those trespassers was, that after the
forms of the law had been carefully fullowed,
and the intruder ejected by the Sherifl, o few
weeks, or even days only, would elapse before
he was back, and as completely in possession
as ever. This fact {as the chairman of this
committee is aware) occurred repeatedly upon
the Indian reserves in Tyendinaga, where val-
uable locations, on the great Eastern Road,
were for many years maintained, with so suc-
cessful & pertinacity, as almost to draw con-
tempt upon the admimstration of the law. But
the act in question having provided a summary
penalty for resuming possession after being du-
Iy removed, it is hoped that its powers will be
found sufficiently efficacious for the purposecs
contemplated.

1t may be proper here to notice, in reference
to Mr. Sullivan’s recommendation, that his
Deputies should be uppointed Commussioners
under the Act, that the Chiet’ Supenntendent,
and Deputy Indian Superintendents,are already
appointed, especially with o view to the Indian
interests; but that as the statute extends to all
the Crown lands generally, whoever are com-
missioned for their general protection would of
course have jurisdiction over the Jndian re-
serves, and might,whenever necessary,be aiding
and assisting in the correction and prevention
of the abuses thereon,which the legislature de-
gired to remedy.

Fourth~As to the alterations which may be
beneficially introduced in the mode of proceed-
ing now adopted, as regards the annual Pres-
ents.

If the course of conducting the business by
means of the Commssariat 1s to be perpetua-
ted, your committee can do httle more than to
suggest that such changes in the nature of the
Presents should from time to time be made, as
from the personal knowledge of the Chief Su-
perintendent shall be desirable to the several
tribes, in relation to their becoming, more or
less, o domesticated or agricultural people.

Mr. Jarvis already recommends thesubstitu-
tion, or rather addition of shoes and trowsers,
as desired by the Indians. Even their adoption
of this more convenient and comfortable form
of dress, shews a prejudice got rid of, conse-
quently a step gained.

Your commmittee are struck at the immense
expense said to be incurred in the transport of
these Presents, before they arrive at the differ-
ent posts for distribution—an expense which,
in many cases, is stated to be most dispropor-
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tionably enhanced. This being, of course, paid
out of the Parliamentary grant, must if true,
seriously diminish the same, and absorb an
amonnt, which, if a better mode conld be de-
v;'_se((ll, might be much more beneficially ap-
plied.

The incrense n the price of goods iniported
by wholesale merchants, and sold by retail in
the remotest settlements of the North orWest,
bears no proportion to that which 1s alleged to
be in effect the price of the articles distnibuted
to the Indians.

Upon reference to the Chief Superintendent,
the committee have reason to doubt the accu-
racy of Mr. Blair's impressions upon this sub-
Ject.

Upon the Fifth subject of inquiry—the pres-
ent course of conducting the business of the
Indian department, and whether beneficial al-
terations might not be made—your commttee
are convinced, that the present machinery of
the office is totally inadequate to effect any
good, accerding to the course even at present
pursued, and will be still less adequate, if the
changes to be recommended by your commnit-
tee be carrled imto effect.

With regard to the office of the Chief Super-
intendent, it is proposed to make such arrange-
ments a= will enable that * nctionary to attend
more to the Statesman’s duties of his office, the
extensive nature of which, and its importance
to the good government and progressive civil-
ization of the Indians, has been strongly shewn,
instead of confining him exclusive\r to those
services which might be equally well performed
by a clerk, and enable him accurately to know
the real state of the Indians’ funds, without
waiting 1o be enlightened from another depart-
ment, ard so to organize the office as to render
it fit for themore efficient discharge of its more
extended duties. The attention due to the
property and general interests of the Grand
River Indians, until lately managed by Trus-
tees, is in itself sufficient to occupy one man's
time.

The necessary alterations in the manage-
ment of the Indian Office are then enumerated,
and appear 1o be well adapted to attain the de-
sired end.

The following return shews the number of
Indians within the hmits of the United Statee,
or on the western frontier. Since this return
was mnde, about 50,000 more Indians have
been rez.oved from the east to the west of the
Mississippi, making the total number that have
emigrated 81,282:—

Inprax STatistics.~W. learn from official

documents that the India: s now east of the
Mississippi number 49,865, Of these the fol-
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lowing are under treaty stipulations to remove
west of the Missigsippi:—The Winnebagoes,
4500; Ottawas of Ohio, 100; Pottawatumies
of Indiana, 2950; Chippewas, Ottawas, and
Pottawatamies, 1500; Cherokees, 14,000;—
Creeks, 1000; Chickasaws, 1000; Scminoles,
5000; Apalachiolag, 400: Ottawas and Chippe-
was in the peninsula of Michigan, 6500~—~total
86,950, Those not under treaty stipulutions to
remove amount to 12,115, as follows:—New
York Indians, 4176; Wyandots, 575; Miames,
1100; Menomonies,4000; Ottawas and Chippe-
was of the Lakes, 2564,

The number of Indians who have emigrated
from the east to the west of the Mississipp is
51,327, viz: Chickasaws, 549; Chippewas, Ot-
tawas and Pottawatamies, 2191; Choctaws, 15-
000; Quapaws,476; Creeks,476; Seminoles,407 ;
Apalachicolas,265; Cherokees, 7911 Kickapoos,
588; Delawares, 326; Shawnees, 1272; Otta-
was, 374; Weas, 222; Prankeshaws, 162; Peo-
rias and Kaskashias, 132; Pottawatanies of
Indiana, 58; Senecas, 251; Senecas and Shaw-
nees, 211.

The number of the indigenous tribes within
striking distance of the western frontieris 231-
806, viz: Sioux, 21,600; Iowas, 1500; Sacs,
4800; Foxes, 1600; Sacs of the Missouri, 500;
Osages, 5120; Kanzas, 1616; Omahas, 1600;
Ottoes and Missourias, 1000; Pawnces,12,500;
Camanches, 19,200; Kioways, 1800; Mandans,
8200; Quapaws, 450; Minatarces, 2000; Pa-
gans, 30,000; Assinneboins, 15,000; Appaches,
20,280; Crees, 8000; Arrepahas, 3000; Gros
Ventres, 16,800; Eutaws, 19,200; Crows,7200;
Caddoes, 2000; Poncas, 900; Arickarees,2750;
Cheyeunes, 8200; Blackfeet, 30,000.

The whole number of the Indians above enu-
merated is 832,498. Assuming that every fifth
one may be considered a warrior, the number
of their fighting men is 66,469.

In further illustration of the Indian charac-
ter and traditions, we copy the following ac-
count from a letter of the American artist, Mr.
George Catlin, to a gentleman of New York,
The letter is dated from the Red Pipc Stone,
Coteau Du Prairie,

I wrote you a letter a few days since from
this place, which, if it should have reached you,
will have convinced you that I am in one of the
most curious placeson the continent. Curious
for the traditions respecting it (some specitnens
of which will be given in the present epistle,)
and also for the exceedingly picturesque and
romantic appearance of the place itself. I had
long ago heard many thrilling descriptions of
this place given by the Indions. and had con-
tracted the most impatient desire to visit it,—
It will be seen by some of the traditions insert-
ed in this letter, from my notes taken on the
Upper Missouri four years since, that those
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tribes have visited this place freely in former
times, and that 1t has once beenheld and owned
in common, as neutral ground amongst the dif-
crent tribes who met at this place to renew
their pipes, under sume arrangement which
stayed the tomahawk of these natural foes, al-
ways raised in deadly hate nnd vengeance n
other places. Tt wiil be seen also that within
a few years past, (und that probably, by the m-
stigation of the whites who have told them that
by keeping off other tribes, and manufacturing
the pipes themselves, and trading them te other
adjoining nations, they can acquire much influ-
ence and wealth,) the Sioux have laid entire
claim to this quarry, and as it is in the centre
of their country, and they are more powerful
than any of the other tribes, they are able suc-
cessfully to prevent any access to it. That this
place should have been visited for centuries past
by all the neighbouring tribes,who have hidden
the war-club as they approached it, and stayed
the cruelties of the scalping knife under the fear
of the vengeance of the Great Spirit whe over-
looks it, will not seem strange or unnatural
when their religion andsuperstitions are known,
That such has been the case there isnota sha-
dow of doubt, and that even so recently as to
have been visited by hundreds and thousands of
Indians of different tribes, now living, and from
many of whom I have personally drawn the -
formation, some of which will be set forth in
the following traditions; and as an additional
and still more conclusive evidence of the above
position, here are to be seen, and will continue
to be scen for ages to come, the totems, or arins
of the difierent tribes who have wisited this place
for agres pust, and decply engraved their herald-
ry on the rocics, where they are to be seen and
recognized ‘n 2 moment, and not to be denied
by the passing traveller who has been among
those tribes, and acquired even but a partial
knowledge of them,

The thousands and teuns of thousands of cary-
ings and paintings on the rocks at this place,as
well as the ancient diggings for the pipe stone,
will afford amusement for the world who will
visit it, without furnishing the lcast data of the
time at which these excavations conmenced,
or of the time at which the Sioux assumed the
exclusive right to it.

Among the many traditions which I have
drawn personally from the different tribcs, and
which go to support the opinion above advan-
ced, is the following one, which was related to
me by a distinguished Knistineaux, on the Up-
per Missouri, four years since. After telling
me that he had been to this place, and after de-
scribing it in all its features, ha proceeded to
say:

“That in the time of a great freshet, which
took place many centuries ago, and destroyed
all the nations of the earth, all the tribes of the
red men assemblad on the Cotean du Prairie to
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get out of the way of the waters, After they
had all gathered here from all party, the water
contmued to rize untld at length 1t covored tham
all in o mass, and their flesh was converted into
red pipe stone, ‘Therefore 1t has al vo, 3 been
considered neutral ground—it belon-ed to all
tribes alike, and all were allowed to get 1t and
smoke it togcther. Whle they were all drown-
ing in & mass, a yuung wowen, (K-way-wah-w,
o virgin) caught hold of the foot of a very large
bird that was flying over, and was carried to the
top of a very hugh clifl; not far off; that was
above the water. Ilere she had twins, and
their father was the War Eagle, and her child-
ren have since peopled the carth. The pipe
stone, which is the flesh of their ancestors, 18
smoked by them as the symbol of peace, and
the eagle’s quill decorates the head of the
brave.”

TRADITION OF THE SIOUX.

#Before the creation of man,the Great Spint,
(whose tracks are yet to be wcen on the stones
at the Red Pipe,in form of the trachs of v large
bird) used to slay and devour the buffalo on the
top of the Coteau du Prairie, and their blood
running into the ground turned the stones red.
One day, when a large snake had crawled mto
the nest of the bird to eat his eggs, one of the
eggs hatched out in 2 clap of thunder, and the
Great Spirit catching hold of a piece of the pipe
stone to throw at the snake, moulded it into a
man. This man’s feet grew fast in the ground
where he etood for many ages, and therefore he
grew very old; he was older than a hundred
men at the present day; he bore a delicious
fruit, some of” which fell on the ground, and at
Inst one of them grew up o tree, wken a large
sneke ate them both ofi’ at the roots, and they
wandered off together; from these have sprung
all the people that now inhabit the earth.  Af-
ter many ages, when all these tribes were at
war, the Great Spirit sent runners and called
them all together at the Red Pipe. He stood
on the top of the rocks, and the red people were
assembled on the plains below. He took out
of the rock a piece of the red stone and made a
large pipe; he smoked 1t over them ali; told
them it was part of their flesh; that the red
men were made fromit; that though they were
at war, they must meet at this place as {riends;
that it belonged to them all; tha: they must
make their calumets trom 1t and stooke them
to him whenever they wished to appease him
or get his good will,—the smoke from his big
pipe rolled over them all, and he disappeared in
its cloud; at the last whiff of his pipe a blaze of
fire rolied over the rocks and melted their sur-
face—at that moment two squaws went in a
blaze of fire under the two medicine-rocks,
where they remain to this day, and must be
consulted and propitiated whencver the pipe
stone is to be taken away.”
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"T'he following speech of a Mandan, which
wes made to me in the Mandan village four
years since, after I had painted his picture, I
have copied from my note book as corrobora-~
tive of the same facts:—

¢My BroTuer:

¢Yon have made my picture, and I like it
mueh, My friends tell me they can sece the
cyes move, and it must be very good—it must
be partly alive.  Iam glad it is done—~though
some of my people are afraid. Iam a young
man but v heart is strong, I have jumped on
to the Manito rock—I nave placed my arrow
on it and no Mandan can take it away.* The
red stonc is slippery, but my foot was true—it
did not slip. My brother, this pipe which I
give to youn, I brought from a high mountain,
it is toward the rising sun,—~many were the
pipes that we brought from there—and we
brought them away in peace. We left our to-
tems and our marks on the rocks—we cut them
deep in the rocks, and they are there now.—
Tue Great Spirit told al! nations to meet there
m peace, and alt nations thud the war club and
the tomabawk., The Sioux, who are our enz-
mies, are very strong—they have taken up the
tomahawk, and the blood of our warriors has
run on the rock. My friend, we want to visit
our medicines—our pipes are old and worn out.
My friend, I wish you to speak to our Great
Tather about this.”

Shon-di-ga-ka, chief of the Puncahs, on the
Upper Missouri, also made the following allu-
sion to thiy place, in a speech which he madeto
me on the occasion of presenting me a very
handsome pipe about four years since:—

¢ My Friesp:

¢ This pipe, which I wish you to accept, was
dug trom the ground,and cut and polished as you
now sce ity by my hands. I wish you to keep
it, and when you smoke through it, recollect
that this red stone is a part of our flesh. This
is one of the last things we can ever give away.
Our encmies the Sioux have raised the red flag
of blood over the pipe stone quarry, and our

* The .nanito or leaping rock i< a part of the preci-
pice which has become severed from the main part,
standing within about seven or eight feet from thewall,
Just equal 1n height, and about seven feet in hameter.
It stawds hihe an immense column of 35 fecthigh, and
polishicd like o mirror on its top and sides. Tt re-
quires & daring cffurt to leap on its top and back
again, and many a heart has sighed for the honour of
the feat without daring t0 make the attempt. Some
few have tried it with success, and left their arrows
standing in the crevice; several of which are seen
there at this time; others have leaped the chasm and
fallen from the slippery su face on which they could
not hold, and suffered instant death upon the craggy
rocks below. Every young man in the nation is am-
bitious to perform this feat; and those who have sue-
cesstully done it aro allowed to boast of 1t all their
lives,
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medicines there are trodden under foot by
them. The Sioux are many, and we cannot go
to the mountain of the Red Pipe. We have
seen all nations smoking together at that place,
—but, my brother, it is not so now-"

One of the old chiefs of the Sacs, on seeing
some specimens of the stone which I had
brought with me from that place, observed as
follows:—

¢ My Frienp:

¢ When I was young, I used to go with our
young men to the mountain of the Red Pipe,
and dig out pieces for our pipes. We do not
go now; and our red pipes, as you see, are few.
The Sioux have again spilt the blood of red
men on that place, and the Great Spirit is of-
fended. The white traders have told the Sioux
to draw their bows upon us when we go there;
and they have offered nus many of the pipes for
sale, but we do net want to smoke them, for
we know that the Great Spirit is offended. My
mark is on the rocks in many places, but I shall
never see them again. They lie where the
Great Spirit sees them, for his eye is over that
place, and he sees every thing that is done
there.”

Ke-o-kuck, chief of the Sacs and Foxes,when
1 asked him whether he had ever been thers,
replied:—

% No, I have never seenit; it isin our ene-
mies’ country—I wish it was in ours~-I would
sell it to the whites for a great mapry boxes of
money.”

“8uch are a few of the traditions relating to
this curious place, and many others might be
givenwhich I'have procured,though theyamount
nearly to the same thing.

gition of the pipe stone quarry is in a
dirscl;?dlr)lonearly west ﬁg)glethe Falls of St. An-
thony, at a distance of two hundred and twenty.
or thirty miles. on the summit of the dividing
ridge between the St. Peters and the Missourt
rivers, being about equi-distant from either.—
This dividing ridge is denominated by the
French the «Coteau du Prairie,” and the ‘Pipe
.Stone” is situated near its southern extremity,
and consequently not exactly on its highest
elevation, as its general course is north and
south, and its southern extremity terminates
in a gradual slope. Our approach to it was
from the east, and the ascent, for the distance
of thirty or forty miles, over'a continued suc-
cession of slopes and terraces, rising one above
another in singular regularity, that seemed al-
most to lift us into the clouds. The singular
character of this majestic an_omuly in nature is
(from appearance, and from information we re-
ceived,) continued on the west side on its des-
cent toward the Missouri. There is not a tree
or bush to be seen from the highest summit of
the ridge, though the eye may range east and
west almost to a boundless extent, over a sur-
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face covered with a short grass, that is greenat
one’s feet, and about him, but changing to a
blue inthe distance, like nothing but the blue
and vastness of the ocean.

The effect that will be wrought upon the
minds of future travellers, who will wend their
way over these gigantic pastures of green,
(provided their imaginations ore like my own,)
will be grand and thrilling in the extreme. Ag
for myself, my feelings may have been over
wrought, for they seemed to swell and enlarge
at every swell and terrace that we mounted
up, and when at the very summit, (where the
meanest horse will neigh and gaze with admir-
at.on,) I must say that I felt as light as the air
that was about me, and almost able to fly with
a pair of wings no larger than those on Mercu-
ry’s heels or Cupid’s back.

The whole surface of this immense tract of
country is hard and smooth, almost without
stone or gravel, and coated with a green turf of
grass of three or four inches only in height,—
Over this the wheels of a carriage would run as
eusily, for hundreds of miles, as they could ona
macadamized road, and its graceful gradations
would in all parts admit of a horse to gallop,
with ease to himself and his rider.

The full extent and true character of these
vast prairies are but imperfectly understood by
the world yet, who will agree with me that
they are a subject truly sublime for contempla-
tion, when I assure them that & coach and six
horses might be driven at full gallop and with
perfect ease (with the exception of rivers and
ravines) over unceasing fields of green, from
the Falls of St. Anthony to Lord Selkirk’s es-
tablishment, from that to the mouth of Yellow
Stone—thence to the Platte—to the RedRiver
and the Arkansas—from thence to Santa Fee,
and through Texas to the Gulf of Mexico; a
distance of more than 5000 miles, and that too
all the way in United States territory.

But to return to the pipe stone quarry. The
scenery alone of this place is a subject for ad-
mijration, as will be seen by the views which I
shall bring home. A graphic description of its
features and colours, and of the forms and cere-
monies observed by the Indians preparatory to
taking away the stone for their pipes,shall be the
theme for a future epistle; and so for another,
my theory of the geology and mineralogy of
this region of country, which may differ materi-
ally from the theories that have heretofore been
advanced to the world.

% Woman's limits” I shall elso describe, and
her training on this hallowed ground; her
marks are set; she can toe them,but no farther,
Woman is allowed to see, but not to touch
with her foot, the sacred ground of the red
pipe.

1 mentioned in my former letter that we hag
been arrested and made prisoners by the Sjoux,
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on our approach to this place, and I herein in-
sort for your amusement and edification, the
most important part of the speeches made, and
talks held on that occasion.  After these cop-

er-visaged advocates of their country’s rights
Ead assombled about us, and filled up cvery
avenue of the house, the grave council was
opened in the following manner:—

Te-o-kun-kho, (the Swift Man,) rose and
said—

“My friends, I am not a chief; but the son
of a chief; I am the son of my father, he is a
chief~and when he is gone nway, itismy duty
to speak for him—he is not here, but what 1
say is the talk of his mouth, We have been
told that you are going to the pipe stone quar-
ry. We come now to ask for what purpose
you are going there?™ ¢How, how! vacifera-
ted all of them, thercby approving what was
said, giving assent by the word how, which is
their word for yes.

¢ Brothers—I am a brave, but not a chief,—
my arrow stands in the top of the leaping rock;
all can see it, and all know the Te-o-kun-kho’s
foot has been there.,” ¢How, how!

¢Brothers—we look at you and we see that
you are Che-mo-ke-men-captaing, (white men
ofticers); we know that you have been sent by
your people to see what that place is worth
—and we think that the white people want
to bay it.

¢« Brothers—We have scen always that the
white people, when they see any thing in our
country that they want, send ofticers to value
it, and then if they can’t buy it they will get it
some other way.” ¢How, how?

i Brothers—I speak strong, my heart is
strong, and I speak fast; thisred pipe wasgiv-
en to the red men by the Great Spirit—it is a
part of our flesh, and therefore is a great medi-
cine” ¢How, how!

.y

&Brothers—we know that the whites are
like a great cloud that rises in the east and will
cover the whole country, We know that they
will have all our lands; but ifever they get our
red pipe quarry they will have to pay very dear
for it)' ¢How, how!

Brothers—We know that no white man has
ever been to the pipe stone quarry, and our
chiefs Liave often decided inr council that no
white man shell ever go to it.” ¢How, how?

¢Brothers—You have heard what I have to
say, and you can go no farther; but you must
turn about and go back.’ <How, how?

“Brothers—You see that the sweat runs
from my face, for I am troubled.”

Then I commenced to reply in the following
manner:—
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%My friends, I am sorry that you have mis-
taken us so much, and the object of our visit to
this country. We are not officers—we are not
stnt by any onc—ve are two poor men travel-
ing to sce the Sioux, and shake hands with
then, und see what 1s curious or interesting 1n
their country—this man who is wih me 1s my
friend, he is n Sa-ge-nosh, (an Englishman).—
¢ How, how!

[Allrising and shaking hands with him, and
a nuthber of them taking out and shewing Brit-
ish meals, which scemed to have been secreted
about them.]

“We have heard that the Red Pipe Quarry
was a great curiosity, and we have started to
goto it, and we will not be stopped.”

[IIere T was interrupted by Ma-cou-che-tah,
a grim and black-visaged fellow, who shook his
long shagey locks as he rose, and the very floor
also as he trod upon it; with his sunken cyes
fixed in direst hatred on me, and his fist brand-
ished within an.inch of my face.)

« Pale fuces!—You cannot speak till we
have all done; you are our prisoners; our young
men (our soldiers) are nbout the house, and you
must lisfen to what we have to sny—what has
been said by you is true, you must go back,”—
¢How, how!

“No white man has been to the red pipe,
and none shall go.” ¢How?!

“You see,” holding a red pipe by theside of
ki3 arm, “that this pipe is a part of our flesh.
The red men were made from the red stone,”
¢How how?!

«If the white men tal:e away a piece of the
red pipe stone, it is a hole made in our flesh,and
the blood will always run. We cannot stop
the blood from running. ¢How, how! The
Great Spirit has told us that the red stone is
only to be used for pipes, and through them we
are to smoke to him, ¢Mow.! Why do the
white men want to get there? You have no
good object in view: we know you have none,
;md t’hc sooner you go back the better.” How,’
10W.

Muz-za (the Tron) spoke next.

« My friends, we do not wish to harm you;
you have heard the words of our chief men, and
you see that you must go back. ¢How, how.’
—Tchan-du-peh-sha Kah-free (the red pipe
stone) was given to us by the Great Spirit, and
no one need ack the price of it, for it is medi-
cine.” ¢How, how.’

My friends, I believewhat-you have told us
—I think that your intentions are good,but our
chiefs have always told us that no white man
was allowed to go there, and you cannot go.”
¢How, how.
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'The red pipe stono is a part of our flesh—it
is red—~if the white men go to it we are afraid
it will turn white—they come among us, and
our children are turning white—there is plenty
of white clay—let the white men get that if’
they want pipes.”  ¢fIow, how.’

«This is all I have tosay.”

T'¢c-co-wan-de-chee—My friends, you see I
am a young man-—you £ee on my war club two
sculps from my enemnies’ heads—my handshave
been dipped in blood, but I am a good man. 1
am 2 friend to the whites—to the traders—and
they are your friends. I bring them 3000 musk
rats every year, which I catch in my own
traps, ¢How, how.! Welove to go to the
Pipe Stone and get o piece for our pipes; but
we ask the Great Spirit first, If the white men
goto it they will take it out and not fill up the
holes again, and the Great Spirit will be of-
fended,  ¢How, how.” If the whites are al-
lowed to go to 1t they will soon have a great
mill, that will make pipes for all the people in
the world, ¢How.” Thave been told that
they put large logs of wood on o great wheel,
and hundreds of bowls and ladles and spoons
drop out under this wheel.” ¢How, how,
eugh.'

1 wish you no harm, but I wish you would
go out of this country——you cannot go any far-
ther.,” <How, how.'
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Stun-ne-wus-see, My friende, listen to me,
—what I am to say will be the truth. ¢ How.
I brought a large piece of the pipe stone and
gave it to a white man to make e pipe; he was
our trader, and I wished him to have a good
pipe. ‘The next time I went to his store I was
uashappy when I saw the stono mado into a dish!
cugh! This is tho way the white men would
use the red pipe stone, if they could got it,—
Such conduct would offend the Great Spirit,
;md :nnkc a red man's heart sick” ¢ How,
10W.

% Brothers, we do not wish to harm you~—if
you turn about and go back, you will be well,
both you and your horscs—you cannot go for-
ward, ¢} v, how.

“We know that if you go to the p'l:ge
stone the Great Spirit looks upon you—the
}\\vhitt’z people do not think of that, How,
oW,

I have no more to say.”

After some more speeches had been made,
Mr, Catlin made his reply, and then he and hia
friend saddled their horses, and rode away to
the pipe stone quarry.

TORONTO

This article was read as a lecture before the
Toronto Mechanics’ Institute by Mr. Thomas
Roy, Civil Engincer,and we preserve its origin-
al form.

The subject uporn which we propose to en-
gage your aitention this evening is, “The
Geological formation, and the existing pheno-
mena of the Harbour of Toronto.” This sub-
ject necessarily forms itself into two divisions.
We shall begin with the first in the order of
time, « The Geological formation.”

Somewhat more than a year ago, 1read &
paper from this place upon the Geological
formation of Upper Canada, and produced spe-
cimens of most of the rocks which constitute
the formation of this portion of North America,
and also a geological scction, exhibiting their
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order of super-position. I then shewed and
gave proofs that the valley and basin of Lake
Ontario, is & valley of denudation, excavated
out of various shales, and their interstratified
sandstones, {as shewn on the section now ex-
bibited.) Immediately upon the north shore
of the Lake, at the City of Toronto, the Terti-
ary formations rest upon black bituminous
shales,interstratified with calcareous sandstone;
immediately above those bituminous shales,
and resting upon them, are other dark shales,
interstratified with hard silicious stone, scarce-
Iy at all efervescing with acids. Good scc-
tions of this formation are disclosed in the ra-
vines of the Humber and the Mimico rivers.—
Organic remajns are abundant in both thess
formations, which identify them as belonging
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to the submedial era. Resting upon these dark
shales, are red shales, and red sandstones.—
These are well disclosed about Qakville, and
Wellington Square—or we may say, from the
mouth of the Credit River southward to Bur-
lington Bay. Then, resting upon these red
shales, is that thick, dense, unstratificd mass,
which has been termed red marl, and which is
well disclosed on the shores of the River from
the town of Niagara to Queenston,and et many
other places upon the southside of the Lake;
there are but few orgame remains in the red
.shales, and perhaps none in the red marl. Itis
out of these black and red shales that the whole
of the basin of Lake Ontario is excavated; for
although at the eastern end the bottom is tran-
sition limestone, the excavating waters have
not cut deep into it, but have rather cleared
away the softer formations and left the surface
of the rock bare.

Before proceeding further, it will be proper
to draw your attention for a few minutesto the
immense denudations which are found .n so
meny parts of North America.

From the Rocky Mountains to near the east
end of Lake Ontasio, the stratification is re-
merkably reguler, and nearly horizontal, the
dip being only from 20 to 30 feet 2 mile to the
southward. There are a few places where the
strata has been slightly upheaved, and probably
a few places where it has been depressed, but in
general there can be no doubt that it rests,even
now, just in the same position as when it was
at first deposited. But it is far differentindeed
with the eastern parts of the continent. Nearly
the whole of that range of mounteins betweon
the coast of New England and Luke Ontario,
is of volcanic origin, and has again and again
been rent and torn by awfully conflicting for-
ces. Even the valley of the St. Lawrence isa
valley of depression; and the rock at the Falls
of Niagara has cvidently been acted upon by
subterrancan heat, whilst under great pressure.
Thus, whilst the eastern parts of the continent
have undergone so many changes by voleanic
agency, the western parts have nearly escaped
from the ravages of that power; but these
western parts have been nearly as much
changed by the aciion of water as the castern
parts have been by the acti n of ieat. The
basins of Lakes Superior, Huron, Michigan,St.
Clair, Bric, and Ontario, are 2ll valleys of de-
nudation; so also are the Seneca, Cayugs, and
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all the others of the small Lakes botween the
summit clevation of the land and LakeOntario,
Many traces of this deauding power are also
found in the Mississippi and the Missouri val-
lies, and in thut vast extent of country which
is situated to the northward of the greatLakes.
But as these last have not come under the ob-
servation, perhaps, of any one present, it will
pot be necessary to enter into farther details
concerning them upon this occasion.

1t is difficult to fix apon the precise geologi-
cal era when these denuding waters passed over
this continent, from the circumstence, that we
have no formation in the great central valley
of North America, newer than the coal forma-
tion, except the tertiery; but even this circum-
stance furnishes us with important data con-
cerning the denuding deluge, for it proves that
these vast plains had emerged from the ocean
about the era of the coal formation, and had
never again been under the waters of the ocean,
cxcept when this denuding deluge passed and
repussed over them, The whole of these de-
nudations have been effected at an era subse-
quent to the era of the coal formation, and there
is no proof tv the contrary, but every probabili-
ty is in favour of the position, that they were
all effected by one and the same deluge. The
course of this deluge has been from north and
north west, to south and south east, asis evi-
denced by the diluvial remains which mark the
course of its ravages; for whilst the crest of
its advancing waves, and the reaction of its
receding waves, had been producing those vast
excavations above alluded to, the materials ex-
cavated; had been deposited by its eddying
waters, and now form tbe diluvial masses, or
the heights which skirt these excavations,~-
This is beautifully iliustrated by the heights in
the townships of Beverly, Dumfries, &c. at the
head of Lake Ontario, which are clevated from
1100 to 1200 fect above the level of the sea.—
The upper portions of these heights are almost
entirely formed of Detritus from the underlay-
ing group of magnesian rocks, which have un-~
dergone such extensive denudation in the ad-
joining townships of Trafalgar, Nelson, Flam-
borough, &c. The same phenomena are
observable upon the heights which separate the
waters that fall into the Lakes, frora the head
waters of theSusquehansh and the Alleghany
rivers, almost all of which are crested with de-
tritus from the cxcavations to the northward.
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But ‘the most remarkable phenomena which
this deluge, and most probably the accompany-
ing volcanic action upon the eastern shores of
the continent had produced, were, that it left
this great valley of North America so encircled
by heights that it remained covered with waiter,
and became a great inland seq, the surface cle-
vation of which, in its carliest condition, must
have been about 1000 feet above the level of the
ocean. That these inland waters were left by
this denuding deluge is proved by this fact,that
the tertiary clays, and other formations, which
were no doubt deposited by the inland waters,
rest immediately and conformably wupon the
denuded strata.

About two years ago, I read a paper from
this place, upon the former extent, and the suc-
cessive subsidations of these inland waters;—
therefore I shall not dwell further upon this
subject at present,

The tertiary formations above alluded to,
which are everywhere found in the Lake coun-
tries, consist of, from below upwards—first,
blue clay or marl, from 80 to 100 feet thick;—
second,white clay, 8 or 4 feet thick—both these
are regularly stratified; third, brown surface
cluys, sands, and boulders, generally stratified,
but upon the ridges, and where currents have
acted, washed together in unstratified masses.

The great inland waters had flowed off, and
had subsided down to the level of Lake Onta-
rio at thirteen different and distinct periods,
(see section) more or less remote from each
other. Insome instances the subsidation had
been gradual, in other instances it must have
been very rapid. In the earliest periods, it is
now satisfactorily shewn that the discharge
wust have been through the Cheemung valley,
i.to the Susquehanah river; but after the wat-
ers had subsided to a less elevation than 900
feet sbove the level of the sea, the chasms of
the Hudson and of the St. Lawrence nivers ap-
pear to have been partially opened, most proba-
bly by those volcanic agencies, of which there
are such overwhelming evidences in the castern
parts of the continent; and one or both of these
openings had subsequently become the medium
of discharge. 'The present course of the Mis-~
sissippi river does not appear to have been
opencd up until the period of the final catastro-
phewhich laid dry theMississippi valley,and re-
duced Leke Ontario to its present level. Previ-
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val when the waters of Lake Ontario were
subsiding down from the elevation of Queen-
ston Heights to their present level, the whole
discharge from the Mississippi yalley had passed
through Lake Michigan, over the Falls of Nia-~
gara, and through Lake Ontario.

It was necessary so far to enter upon the
general geology of North America, in order
to illustrate what we shall now advance con-
cerning the formation of Toronto Harbour.

The harbour of Toronto is about 23 miles in
length from the Government wharf to the pen-
insula hotel, and about 13 miles in breadth from
the end of Church Street to the southern pen-
insula. The water gradually deepens from
the north shore. At the distance of 1000 feet
from the shore 1t 1s about 15 feet deep, and at
the distance of about half'a mile from the shore
it is about 50 feet deep; farther out it deepens
to 33 feet, and continues to maintain these
depths for about a mile farther, when as we
approach to the southern peninsula the depth
suddenly declines from 28 and 30 feet water o
5,6, and 7 fect water., (See sections.) The
same basin-like form is observable when we ap-
proach to the eastern peninsula, as when we
approach to the north shore, and ncar the en-
trance of the harbour the deep water narrows.
The greatest depth at the entrance is 14} feet,
and the width of deep water from the Govern-
ment wharf to the buoy is about 800 feet. The
bottom along the north shore is black bitumin.
ous shale, interstratified with dark ealcareous
stone as above described. This same-forma-
tion underlays, and in a great measure forms
the peninsula or height which separates the
harbour from the swamp upon the east; but the
southern peninsula is entirely different, the
black bituminous shale formation being over-
laid by the common tertiary blue clay, or
marl; and the blue clay is overlaid by massesof
sand and other alluvial deposite,cleatly proving
that the southern peninsula is not a bar of sand
across the bay, similar to the bar of sand across
the mouth of Burlington Bay, for it proves that
Toronto harbour is an excavated basin, separa-
ted from, although connected in some measare
with the basin of Lake Ontario; in other words,
speaking geologically, it is a separate Lakeand
must have been excavated by powers which
have ceased o act, since the waters of Lake
Ontario have subsided to their present level.
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Lt us next enquire by what means was the
busin of Toronto harbour excavated. In order
to solve this problem we must revert to that
cra when the waters of Lake Ontario were
about 850 feet higher thun they now are, or
when they were ncarly on a level with the sum-
mit of Quecnston Heights.

In illustration of our position I would first
draw your aitention to those vast masses of
sand and gravel which skirt the northern and
the western shores of the Lake. It will be suf-
ficient for our present purpose, to confine the
ficld of our examinations to a few miles east
and west of Toronto,—beginning at Scarbo-
rough Heights, where we find these masses of
sand rising to the elevation of nearly 850 fect
above the present level of the Lake, at the dis-
tance of three or four miles from the Lake, and
gredually declining as they approach to the
shore. Procecding northward from the City,
by Colonel Wells’ house, we perceive exactly
the same phenomena, at the same clevations,
only the hill upon which his house is built has
been acted upon by a current after its first de-
position, and is indented, and cut into a steep
acclivity, whilst the ground from the hill to
the shore is comparatively level, and has been
cleared of the sand, and in many places more
recent formations have been deposited. Again,
if we proceed from the mouth of the Humber
in a north west direction, exactly the same
phenomena present themselves, at the same
elevations—only there depositions of sand have
beenmade,and excavations effccted at the lower
elevations,even up to the period when the Lake
subsided to its present level. Now, itis im-
portant to bear in mind that all these musses of
sand and gravel rest upon the tertiary clays,und
are a more recent formation; therefore, exten-
sive denudations must have taken place in the
basin or bed of Lake Ontario in comparatively
recent times; for that the materials which com-
pose these depositions have been excavated
from the bed of the Lake is proved by this fact,
that nearly ell the gravel consists of small
rounded boulders or pebbles of Lake stone,—
let us enquire into the causes which produced
these recent excavations.

‘We have already shewn that the whole of the
waters from the west, including the Mississippi
waters, were discharged by the Niagara river,
and through Lake Ontario, up to the period
Lake Ontario subsided to its present level,—
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thercfore the quantity of water which flowed
through the chasm at Queenston must have
been more than double what it is at present.—
The highest distinguishable margin at which
the waters had continued stationary for a con-
siderable period, after the separation of Lake
Erie from Lake Ontario, is 344 fect above the
present level of the Lake. When the surface
of Lake Ontario wag at this elevation, the
whole of the discharge from the westward had
become concentrated into the present course of
the Niagarariver. At the first a considerable
rapid must have existed at Queenston, which
would give to so large a body of water an im-
mense velocity, and would bend the current
downward, so as to act upon the bottom of the
Lake, and to throw up the materials excavated
upon the north shore. But the rocks in the
line of the chasm, from Qucenston to the
whirlpool, are not of a nature to resist for a long
period the action of so large and rapid o current
of water; therefore a level course would soon
have been formed up to the whirlpool, whereno
doubt the first perpendicular falls were situated;
but the narrowness of the chasm and the depth
of the current flowing through it would have
produced so great 2 velocity as would have
caused the action to be very sensibly felt upon
the northern shore of the Lake. However,
this does not become so apparent, as we shall
see, until the Lake had subsided to a lower le-
vel. The next well-defined margin of theLake
is 803 feet above its present level, or a subsida-
tion of 36 feet had taken place, by which the
current of the Niagara river must again have
assumed a downward bend, and must have again
acted upon the bottom of the Lake, and thrown
up the materials excavated upon the north
shore. This we find to have been the case, for
another ridge, formed of the same materials as
above described, runs all along the northern
shorcat this elevation. The next well-defined
murgin is at the elevation of 280 feet above the
present lzvel of the Lake; that the same phe-
nomenon had again taken place, is proved by
another ridge of the same description being
found upon the northern shoreat this elevation.
The next well-defined margin is 208 feet above
the present level of the Lake, or a subsidation
of 72 feet had taken place. This must have
given the current a vastly greater power to
actupon the bottom of the Lake,than any of the
three former subsidations; for the current had
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not only & greater downward berd, but also the
waters of iiiec Lake were greatly reduced in
depth; consequently, we find vastly greater
deposits of the cxcavated materials npon the
northern shore of this elevation. Thosc heights
in Scarborough which project forward to the
Lake, the hill upon which Captain Baldwin's
house stands, and the ridge upon which Dundas
road runs along the head of the Lake, ol be-
Jong to this era; but there is one very remarka-
ble circumstance, viz: that the waters of the
Lake must have remained stationary for a long
serics of years at the elevation of the base of
this ridge, 208 fect above their present level;
and the rapid in the Niagara river at Queenston
must have disappeared for the greater portion
of that time, and the course of the river from
the falls (which were then at or near the whirl-
pooly) to Mucenston, must have been nearly
level; but so great & body of water as a river
equal to the Mississippi and the Niagara rivers
united, flowing through, and confined into o
course not more than 800 feet wide, must have
acquired an awful velocity as it entered into
the Lake, and it would be surprising indecd if
we could not trace its action upon the northern
shore,—traces of its action however, are well
defined there, as we shall now proceed to
shew.

Scarborough heights just cast of Mr. Small’s
farm, are well known to you all to consist of
masses of gravel and gand such asare above
described ; ag we proceed westward we find
these masses retaining the same elevation, but
ata greater distance from the Lake; they cross
the course of the Don river tothe northward of
Messrs. Helliwell's brewery; they then form
the hill to the northward of this city, upon
which Captain Baldwin's and Colonel Wells’
houses are situated, then trend more to the
southward, cross the river Humber to the north
of the Dundas road, &nd assume a southward
bearing, encircling the head of the Lake at
varying distances of from $ to 5 or 6 miles
from its present shore. That valley in which
this city is situated, forms a sort of amphithea-
tre, surrounded upon the north side by these
heights, the central part of the curve i3 near to
Captain Baldwin’s house, where the height of
the hill is about 70 feet above itsbase. Itis
almost perpendiculsr, and is evidently an in-
dentation cut out of the masses of sand which
had been previously deposited Now, if when
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we cxamine the chasm of the Niagara river
jnst above Queenston, we find that the centre
of this amphitheatre upon the north side of the
Lake is situated in the direct line of the current,
as it must then have flowed out from it,we can-
not find any difficulty in ciscovering the power
which produced this indentation; and as we
trace the evidences of the action of this current
upon the northern side of the Lake,the convie-
tion becomes certainty.  In the first place, if
so large 2 quantity of sand (for I believe the
sand ridge once extended south to near the Col-
lege grounds) wes washed away by a direct
current acting upon it, the materials excavated
must have been deposited by the cddying wa-
ters at a short distance,and at a somewhat low-
cr level than the then surfuce of the Lake.—
This position we find exactly realized in the
vast masses of sand which form the candy
plains near the Humber upon the west, and in
those other masses which form the sandy plains
and ridges cn both sides of the river Don upon
the cast. In the second place, if a direct cur-
rent acted with such effect upon this height,
besides the eddying waters produced by it, at a
short distance from the shore where the water
was sufiiciently deep, an under-current would
be formed, in order to preserve the equilibrium,
and to discharge the acccumulation produced by
the direct surface cwrent.  Thisunder current
would cct upon the bottom of the Lake, and
produce o deep excavation, nearly in the line of
the direet current, or where the advancing cur-
rent was pressing the receding current down-
w~td. We find just such an excavation in
Toronto bay or harbour, which we have already
shewn is an excavation in the tertiary blue clay,
and to the action and reaction of these currents-
we ascribe the formation of Toronto herbour.
But ctill, let us further examine the progress
of this denudation upon that space between the
harbour and the hill, or where the city is now
built. We have alreedy shewn that the terti-
ary formations corsist of blue clay €0 to 100
fect thick, white clay 8 or 4 feet thick, and
the surface clays, cands, and boulders of vary-
ing thickness. Now;,at the ravine of the blue
hil's north of the city, we find the white cley
resting conformably upon the blue clay; there-
fore these fur nations have never been disturbed
at this place since their first deposition; but
the surface clays appear to lave suffered much
from conflicting currents, Now the water of
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the Lake could not have been more than 40
feet deep at thig place at the era alluded to,
and although a great turmoil must have existed,
yet o regulerunder-current could not havebeen
formed in such shallow water so near theshore.
Again, near the present shore in this city, the
white clay is entirely wanting, and the blue
clay is reduced to 8 or 10fect in thickness, evi-
dencing that an extensive denudation has taken
place. This is farther proved by fragments of
wood and other organic remains being found
washed in and deposiied upon the blue clay, but
take notice, not contained in them, as original-
ly deposited, for such remains are not tound
where the clay has not been disturbed; within
the boundarics of the harbour on the north
shore the blue clay is entirely removed; butas
has already been shewn, near the southern pen-
insula the blue clay rises nearly perpendicular,
and presents & front to the northalmost 30 feet
high. Combine these circumstances, and it
hecomces obvious that the excavating current
has come from the northward, or that the exca-
vation of the harbour has been produced by the
under-current which we have described. But
in the third place, the action of a direct current
upon the sand hills north of the city, and of ex-
tensive denudation produced by it, is proved by
the immense quantity of bouldersfound at their
bage. These boulders are of many varieties,
but one specimen is extremely prevalent, of
which we have not been able to find the rock
from whenceit is derived, It is a hard-veived
sandstone. It may probably belong o some
rock in the bed of the Lake subordinate to the
old red sandstone shales. It is probable that
most of these boulders were first deposited in
the sands and gravels, and when these were
romoved by the desuding action, the greater
density of the stones caused them to remainat
the bottom of the Lake, and to be rolled up by
the current upon the beach.

1t is p; obable that at the time when this basin,
now Toronto harbour, was excavated, the blue
clay, and the other tertiary formations consti-
tuting the southern peninsula were continuous,
and extended to the present Lake shore necar
the mouth of the Humber river, and that the
whole of the Humber bay is & denudation of a
nors modern date, as we shall now endeavour
to shew. After the Lake had long remained
stationary, at the elevation of 208 feet above
it present level, a subsidation of neatly 100
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feet had taken place; this subsidation appenrs
to have been gradual, and there is not evidence
that so great a deposition of sand had taken
place upon the nurthern shores, as during the
former subsidation. The reason appears to be
this, during the period when the water of the
Lake was stationary at 208 feet above its pres-
ent level,the river must have cut a level course
through all the harder rocks in the chasm of
the Niagara river as far up s to the whirlpool;
when this Jast-named subsidation took place,
the shales and sandstones which formed the
bed of the river could not so long resist its ac-
tion as to produce much effect by its downward
current upon the bed of the Lake. Besides
this subsidation brought the level of the Lake
down to very nearly the elevation of the plaing
between Queenston heights and the present
shore of the Lake, or, from 8 or 10 miles from
the point where the river left the chasm, the
Lake was extremely shallow, and we find that
during this period of subsidation instead of the
current acting upon the central parts of the
bottom of the Lake, it had excavated 2 large
basin where the villages of Queenston and
Lewiston now stand, or just where it left tha
chasm, But the action of the current seems
to have been even more powerful than before
upon the north side of the lake, although its di-
rection was changed, as might be expected by
viewing the course of the river at the mouth of
the chasin, Its ravages appear to have been
chiefly confined to the Humber bay, and then
to have opened Toronto harbour to the Lake
upon the west, and to have sent a powerful ed-
dying current through it to the south east.—
The margin of the Lake during this period,was
that hill upon which Mr. Elmsley’s house is
built; but it is not necessary for our purpose to
dwell longer upon this subject. Let it sufficey
that the next subsidation had reduced Lake
Ontario to its-present level, and opened a new
course for the Mississippi waters—leaving our
Herbour nearly as we now see it, only the bar
on the south side of the swamp from the south-
ern peninsula to Scarborough Heights, appears
to have been formed by the present currents.of
the lake—and during the present reduced state
of the Niagara River.

We shall now proceed to the second division
of our subject, viz: the existing phenomens of*
Toronto Harbour.

Of these, the currents in the harbour are the
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most interesting, as well as the most import-
ant; but I must be allowed to state, that what
I am about to describe in the first place,is what
existed four years ago; for since the late rise
of the Lakes, a breach has been made in the
bar to the eastward of the swamp, which has
caused these currents to cease for the present,
and has produced other currents, which will be
described as we procecd.

When the wind blows strongly from the
westward, the waves are driven into the mouth
of the harbour with very considerable force,
and act with much effect upon the north shore,
(this effect has been increased since the Gov-
ernment wharf was built) the constant gction
of these waves rolling inward produces a very
sensible current flowing to the eastward of the
harbour, but after the gale has continued for a
considerable period, the water at the head of
the Leke becomes lower, and an under current
to the westward flows out of the mouth of the
harbour, in order to restore the cquilibrium be-
tween the water of the Lake and the water of
the harbour; this under current is drawn chiefly
from the south side of the Lake, for this rcason,
that the inward waves produce a contrary cur-
rent upon the north shore, and prevent tie
water from flowing back in that direction.—
Thus o circular current is produced alf around
the edges of the basin, the water of the harbour
is prevented from stagnating, and is periodical-
ly changed. The phenomena of a double cur-
rent is also beautifully illustrated at the mouth
of the harbour. When the wind blows strong-
Iy from the castiard, the reverse of all this
takes place, for the water becomes raised at
the head of the Lake, the surges are forced in-
to the Humber Bay, and whilst the waves
raised i the harbour are forced outward, a
powerful current underneath is rushing inward,
to raise the water in the harbour to the equili-
brium of the waves on the shore outside. This
process has been known to raise the water in
the harbour as much as six or seven inches,-~
and it must have produced a powerful effect in
cleansing the harbour i those times before the
swamp became connected with it; since then
its powers must havebeen comparatively weak,

We may as well remiad you, that we have
already shewn that the bank which divides the
harbour from the swamp is of old formation,and
that long after the bar had been formed upon
the south side of ths swanp, the hiarbour and
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the swamp do not appear to have had any con.
nection with each other. Indeed this is proved
by the well-defined former outlet of the surplus
water from the swamp, still visible, close by
Scarborough heights. It would appear that in
these early times, the swamp had received the
waters of the Don, and other streams.  These
in the unconsolidated state of the soil, and pro-
bably by the bursting out of secondary Lakes,
undoubtedly carried into it a much greater
quantity of alluvia than they do ot present;—
water plants had taken root, and the processes
of growth and decay had, asusual insuch cases,
converted it into a semi-fluid morass. In pro-
cess of time the surges of the Lake had blocked
up the outlet to the eastward, and caused the
water of the swamp to rise much higher than
the water in the harbour, These waters
had then overflowed and burst through the bar-
rier on the west which separated them from the
harbour, and poured in a deluge of water and
rud in‘o it; the which mud remains in
the harbour till now, and toward its eastern
end covers the bottom to the thickness of 5 or
6 feet, and to an extent nearly equal to one
third of its whole area; this was the greatest
injury which the hathour of Tcronto has ever
sustained,

We have already remarked, that those cur-
rents above described have ceased to act during
the last four years; this s owing to an exten~
sive breach effected in the bar upon the east
sida of the swamp during the late rising of
the Lake, which allows the water to flow freely
through the harbour from cast to west and
from west to cast. During the autumn of
1888, accident put me in possession of valuable
information upon this subject, I was travel.
ling one afternoon along the Lake shore road,
the Lake was subsiding, and the waterin those
large ponds upon the north side of the road was
geveral inckes higher than the water of the
Lake; just as I was passing, one of the ponds
burst out, the water flowed off like a deluge
and carried several large picces of turfy swamp
weeds out into the Lake, where they floated
about. Next day I was down at the harbeour,
and found severalof these pieces of turfyswamp,
which I saw carried into the lake on the previ-
ous day, drifted ashore near the Commissariat
wharf. The weather was perfectly calm, and
they could only have been brought there by an
ordinary current; it is thereforea fuir inference,
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that at this present time, during calm weather,
the current of the river Humber flows castward
through Toronto harbour and the swamp, and
pessesinto the Lake through the opening in the
bar; but it is equally certain that when the
water has become low at the head of the Lake,
a current flows in through the opening in the
bar, and passes westward through the burbour.

It will require several yeurs before the full
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cffcct of the present state of things upon the
harbour can be properly estimated, but during
the survey of the north shore, which I made
last summer, preliminery to laying out the
breakwater, pier,wharves, &ec. now in progress,
I did not obtain any perceptible differences from
those results given upon the chart and sections
?ow shewn, which were obtained five ycars be-
ore,

MONTHLY

The Legislature of Nove Scotia was pro-
Yogued on the 10th of April by His Excellency
Viscount Falkland, in the following

SPEECH:

Mr. President and Honourable
Gentlemen. of the Legislative Council :

M. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
House of Assembly :

‘The public business having been brought to
a close, I am enabled to release you from your
Logislative labours.

1 cannot dismiss you to your several Coun-
ties, without offering you my congratulations
on the results of a Session characterised by
great activity, and during which a variety of
important measures have been perfected.

Questions of paramount interest, and on
which public opinion had long been divided,
have been determined in such a manner, as will
I trust, redound to the advantage of the com-
munity in general. A material, and, I believe,
heneficial change has been effected in the Judi-
catory of the Province. An Act called the
Lands and Tenements Bill, by which a Creditor
is secured in his just rights, while the Debtor
is protected from extortion or oppression, and
which had been under discussion for a period of
neatly seven years, has been at length so fram-
ed a3 to meet all objections, and will at once
come into operation. The Court of Marriage
and Divorce has been remodelled and essential-
ly improved; and our Criminal Code consolida-
ted and simplificd, und assimilated to that of
England.

While these alterations have been accom-
plished in the Jurisprudence of the Colony,
other matters of equal consequence have not
been unattended to by you. It is with much
pleasure I assent, in the name of the Queen, to

SUMMARY.

the Bill on the subject >f Educction, which, al-
though it does not affium the principle of direct
assessment, in my opiiion the mode that must
eventually be resorted to of meeting the diffi-
culties by which this question is surrounded,
yet does enough to render the redemption of
thé pledge I gave you at our meeting “to con-
cur very zealously in any attempt you might
malke to ameliorate the existing state of things”
both gratifying and casy of performance.

Y carnestly hope that the course you have
adopted, with a view to the encouragement of
Agriculture, and in the design of protecting
the Fisheries, may be attended by the advanta-
ges you anticipate from it.

In addition to the measures I have enumer-
ated, in themselves of sufficiently extensive
practical influence, together with many other
enactments suited to the wants of the country,
an Act incorporating the City of Halifax has
been passed, and the principle of self-govern-
ment in local affairs has been introduced among
Her Majesty’s subjects in Nova Scotia, where,
I trust, it will hereafter be generally and suc-
cessfully developed.

My, Speaker and Gentlemen of the
1}:mse of Assembly :

I thank vou for the Supplies granted for the
current year, and assure you that the authority
of the Executive Government shall be exerted
toprevent any ill-considered expenditure of the
public money, and that no negligence in the
expenditure of the scrvices for which it has
been voted, will be in any degree tolerated.

JMr. President and Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council : .

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
ngse of Assembly :

1t is most satisfactory to me to be abie to
state, that not one Bill 'has been presented by
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the Executive to Parliament but which bas,
after searching examination, been found worthy
of adoption; while I am uble consistently with
my duty to the Queen, to agree to every Act
that has emanated from either branch ot the
Legislature. I cannot but regord this fact as
a decided indication that my administration is
approved of by the public, and that those by
whom Iam fortunate enough to be ably and
efficiently assisted in the conduct of the Gov-
crnment, and to whom [ am deeply indebted
for the rendiness and zeal with which their cid
is at all times afforded, enjoy (in the degree in
which, for the successful carrying on of the
business of the Colony, it is neccessary that
they should enjoy it,) the confidence of the
people.

I thank you very sincerely for the support
you have given me, in my eftorts to do my duty
by my Sovereign and the Province, as well as
for the candid consideration you have bestowed
on all measures submitted to you, by my direc-
tion, with the sole object of advancmg the pub-
lic interest; and, for the present, I cordially
bid you farewell.

This session of the Nova Scotia Legislature
is important, as it put to the test the new prin-
ciples on which the government is constructed,
and hy which it is for the first tine during sev-
eral years, placed in a majority in the Assem-
bly. These principles are those that guide the
government in Canads, and they have reccived
the sanction of the reformers of Nova Scotia,
an attempt to pass a vote of censure having
had only six persens to support it out of a
House of fifty-one. Thus that ultra spirit
which seeks more the triumph of party than
the establishment of correct principles, and the
adoption of suitable measures, has been re-
pressed, and the reformers of Nova Scotia have
set 2 praiseworthy example of moderation in
waiving some of their just claims for the sake
of peace and unity. This may be displeasing
to a few whose zeal outruns their discretion,
but it will be found the wisest course for per-
manent power. Correct principles will work
their wey, and in the end either render those
who administer them conformable thereto, or
supersede them by others to whom they are
congenial. To have broken up the former ex-
clusive system, and have introduced liberal
men, liberal principles, and liberal measures in-
to the legislature and the government, isa great
advantage gained, and if it be wisely followed
up it will lead to all that can be desired by any
reasonable man,

His Excellency SirWilliam Macbean George
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Colebrooke, K. H., the successor of Sir John
Harvey 1n the Government of New Brunswick,
arrived at Frederickton on the 23d of April,
aad assumed the government on the 27th, His
Bxcellency has seen much service, both mili-
tary and civil, and 13 said to be well qualified by
his business menners and habits for the duties
of the government.

His Excellency Sir John Harvey has been
appointed Governor and Comiander-in-chief of
the Island of Newfcundland and its dependen-
cics. The appointment is dated April 29th,
If Sir John Harvey succeed in quelling the dis-
orders of Newloundland, as he did those of
New Brunswick, he will acquire an enviable
distinction as & Governor. He has less ptom-
ising materials to work upon and work with in
this case than he had in the other, yet we have
confidence in his succesa.

SUNMARY.

A public meeting was held at Annapolis, No-
va Scotia, on the 1st of May, in order to con-
sider the propriety of taking measures for the
union of the Provinces of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick. The Sheriff of the County
was called to the chair, and several speeches
were made setting forth the advantages of the
proposed union by an assifnilation of the pro-
vincial statutes and duties, an uniformity of
currency, concentrated talent in the Legicla-~
ture, and otherimportant results.  Resolutions
were unanimously passed in favourof the union,
and a committee was appointed to prepare an
address to the Queen on the subject. Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick were, like the Can-
adas, originally one, and it is probable that
their mutual interests would be best promoted
by a reunion; but the subject requires further
discussion before any decided opinion can be
formed onit. At present, in consequence of
the difference of duties in the two Provinces,
the trade between them in their own pro-
ductions, instead of being regarded as a coast-~
ing trade, is subject to all the delay and ex-
pense of Custom-house regulations,

The alterations proposed by Mr, Labouchere
in his new customs bill are approved by the
commercial body in New Brunswick. The
annual report of the Committee of the Cham-
ber of Comnmerce for the City of St.John,says;
«Your Committee rejoice to hear that it is pro-
posed by the new Customs Act of the Imperial
Parliament, to restrict duties paid on the arti-
cles theremn specified, when introduced into
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these colonies, to 7 per cent ad valorem, and
thoy hope that our Colonial Legislature will
follow out this truly liberal and culightened po-
licy of the Pareat Government, and not neut-
ralize (as heretofore) the benefits anticipated
from the operation of the Act, by the eddition
on the same articles, of heavy and onerous pro-
vincinl taxes.”” The imports for the last year
at St. John and its out-stations, exclusive of
St. Andrews, amounted to £1,433,474 sterling,
or £1,502,748 currency. Of this, £100,000
currency is the value of imports on articles the
growthand produce of the adjoining Colonics,
which, say the Committee, “can never be tax-
ed by any of them in their mutual exchanges
without injury.,” The report mentions that
Captain Bayfield is about to begin a survey of
the Bay of Fundy.

The Post Oflice arrangements have been so
much improved this season, that on the 12th of
May we received viz the St. Lawrence the
news by the Britannie Halifax Steam Packet,
which left Liverpool on the 20th of April, mak-
ing 22 days to Toronto; and on the 24th of
May we had the news by the Culedonia, which
left Liverpool on the 4th. This passage of 20
days from England to '[oronto, and entirely by
the British line throughout is highly creditable.
And Mr. C.Wood stated in the House of Com-
mons, that the increased revenuc to the Post
Office, by increased correspondence, in conse-
quence of the establishment of the Halifax line
of steam packets, had ncarly covered the ex-
pense of the contract (£60,009 per annum).

Mr. Alexander M‘Leod has been removed
from Lockport to New York, and a motion has
been made in the Supreme Court for his dis-
charge. This motion was fully argued on
both sides, and on the 20th of May it
was ordered that as it was ¢ improbable
that the Court will be able to render its
judgment in the premiscs at the present tenmn,”
¢ the defendant be committed to the custody
of the Sheriff of the City and County of New
York, until the further order of the Court.—
When the transfer has been made, the Sheriff
of Niagare will be no longer chargeable with
the custody of the defendant.”

The following petition has been prepared in
Montreal, and extensively supported,being sign-
ed by the principal merchants, including the
Committec of the Board of Trade. It agrees
with the plan brought forward in the Review,
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and will meet the wishes of all parties in
Canada— :

The Humble Pctition of the undersigned Merchants
residing at Montreal, in the Province of Canada,

Respectfully sheweth,

That your Petitioners havo heard of some proposed
chianges in the dutics hitherto imposed upon urticles
of foreign pruduce or manufacture imported into the
British North American Culonivs and Your Mojes-
ty's Possessions in the West Indies.

That although your Petitioners are satisfied with
the proposed changes, as being just, and in many re-
spects beneficinl, still they view with great apprehen-
sion, the deprivation of the valuable trade tf:cy have
hitherwo enjoyed with the West Indies, which has
afforded them an outlet for their pork, Leef, flour,
butter, and many other articles of Canadian produce,
and hope they muy be compensated by the markets
of the United Kingdom being thrown open to them.

That the duties now imposed on beef, pork, butter,
and lard, in the United Kingdom, are so heavy aos to
bo almost prohibitory, and such articles are produced
in Canada to a large extent.

That the quantity of wheat and flour produced in
Canada is yearly increasing, and consequently re-
quires overy puasible encoursgement.

That in case all duties aro tahen oft’ from Canodian
provisions, and it should bo desirable, at the sumo
time, to prevent the produce of the United States of
Amccica from being exported to the United Kingdom
on the same terms,~—your Petitioners suggest that o
duty might ba levied on the froniier, for the use of
Your Majesty's Treasury, on articles pruduced in the
United States, imported into Cansda, the same as on
other foreign produce, ond at the same rates, and that
after such dutics shall have been poid, such provi.
sions be put on the same footing as Cunadinn pro-
duce, when imported into tho ports of the United
Kingdom.

Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray, that your
Majesty will repeal all duties aow levied in the
United Kingdom, on beef, butter, pork, aud lard, ns
well as vn wheat, rye, Indian corn, barley, oats, buck-
wheat, beans, peas, and other grain, uud the floue
made therefrom; levying on the frontier of Canada,
adjacent to the United States of America, such duties
as muy be considered suflicient, and allowing all pro-
visivns fiom Canada, after paymg such duty, to center
free iuto the ports of the United Kingdom, allowing a
draw-back if re-exported to the United States of
America, and your petitioners as in duty bound will
ever pray.

The Chancelior of the Exchequer brought
forward the Budget in the House of Commons
on the S0th of April, and the following abstract
of his speech on the subject explains the nature
and reasons of the contemplated changes in the
duties on foreign and Colonial produce, It will
be scen that Colonial timber will still have a
protection of 30s. per Joad :—

THE BUDGET.

Tn the House of Commons, on Friday evening, the
Chuncellor of the Exchequer made his financial state-
ment, He said that when he came forward last year
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he had anticipated that tho expenditure would minount
to £49,499,000, and tho income to £48 641,000
leaving a deficiency of £838,000. Fhe octunl 1esults of
the yoar hud been less fuvournblo thon ho had antici-
puted, for thoush the expenditnra had nmounted only
to £49,285,000, the income had unly reached the sum
of £47,443.000, leaving n deficiency of moro than
£1,840,000. The Right Honourable gentieman thea
went aver tho revenuc-tables, and enumerated the
several items in the customs and excise in which there
had been a fulling off or an increase.  Amung thoso
in which a more macked fulling off had taken place he
enumerated currants, molusses, spirits, sugar, ten,
wine, and sheep's wool; but fur the declino in cach of
theso & reason would readily suggest itself to tho
House. The diminished revenue from sugar and
molasies Mr. Baring attributed to the exhorbitant
prico to which that article had risen ; the anticipation
of o commercial treaty with France had naturally tend-
ed to interfere with the duty arising from wine; and
in the diminished consumption of spirits Irelund bore
a largo share—but, however that circumstance might
inconvenienco his statement that evening, ho should be
ashamed of himsolf if ho did not allude to it with
sincere pleasure. The revenue from the Post Otlice
had fellen short of his expectations; but that was
owing not to a deficiency in the anticipated increase
of letters posted, but to the increased expenses which
had become necessary in consequencs of the opening
of railroads, and of the great sugmentation in the
business of the office.  For the ansutng year he caleu-
lated that tho national expenditure would be—

Interest on tho Debt,............£29,424,000

Other charges on consolidated fund 2,400,000
AITY coveveranacssnnsssansess 6,087,000
Navy..ooovecnnen ceeereasesees 6,805,000
Ordnance covvveennnn. cesianees 2,075,000
Miseellancous - vvovueen... ceees 2,035,000
Extraordinary Expenses for Canada 180,000
Expedition to China ............ 400,000

Making o total of....£50,731,226

Tho items having been given in round numbers, the
totu} would not exactly agree with them, but the total
was as he had given it. The Chancellor of tho Ex-
chequer next entered on the jitems of the revenue which
be anticipated for the ensuing year. The customs, ho
expected, would produce £22,000,000; the excise,
£14,000,000; the stamps, £7,130,000; and he
thought ho might rely upon it that the total revenue
would not fall short of £48,310,000, ‘This would
Jeave a deficiency of £2,421,000 to be provided for.
Mr. Bering entered into some explanation to show
that the permancnt deficiency, which he would really
bave to provide for would bo £1,700,000, as several
items of tho expenditure of nest year were of an extra-
ordinary character. Under thesc circumstances, it
became necessary to find some means 1o make up the
revenue of the country to £50,000,000. No taxation
could be so injurious as a permanent disorder in the
national finunces, and the sum they had now to provide
for was so large as to make it absolutely necessary
for them to act with somo degree of boldness. ‘The
question was how todo so.  Should Ministers fall back
upon taxes which they themselves had not long ago
repealed—tho house-tax, for example, or the tax on
coals? Shonld they impose taxes on things that had
boen hithorto exempt—place a legacy duty on real
property, or a tax on agriculural horses? Were
they to lay a tax upon new articles of strength which
had come into existenco since the system of taxa-
tion, suchas gas or stcam? Ought they to adopt
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tho ance execrated, though now populae plan of a pro-
perty tax?  Or might they not mako some new ar-
ranzement of existing tuxation, sv as to obtain tho
needed supplies without adding to the butdens of the
peaple?  {lo was suge that two articles, sugar and
timber, had already suggested themselves to the houso
us thuse with which it was his inention to deal.  ‘The
present duty on Colonial timber amounted to 103 &
lvad, and on Baltic timber to 553. This duty Lord
Spencer bud propused to modify by raisiug that on
colanial to 20<.. and reducing that on Baltic t'nber
to 503 u load.  Mr. Buring intended to adopt the
proposition of his noble friend.  From this change in
the timber dutics Lord Spencee auticipated an in-
creased revenue of £750,000, but said that he should
be content with £600,000. Mr. Baring should be con-
tent to tuke the same sum as Lurd Spencer.  He next
explained that the alierativn which he intended to
propose in the sugar duties would still {cave a protee-
tion of 50 per cent to colonial sugar. He meantto
leave the duty on colonial sugar at the present umount
of 243 per cwt ;* but that on foreign sugar, now
amounting to 633 ho should propose to reduco to 363
per cwt. From this change in the sugar duties ho
cxpected an augmentation of £900,000 to the revenue,
but ho would estimanto it ouly at £700,000. From
sugar and timber, then, he looked for an increuse tv
the revenue of not less than £1,300,000; which
woufd still leuve a deficiency of 400,000 to be provi-
ded for.  His noblo friend huad that evening given no-
tico of his intention, at an early period, to submit tho
quustion of tho corn trade to tho considoration of the
hiouse; and if the propositions of his noble friend
were agreed to, he should be under no uneasiness re-
specting tho remaining £409,000.  1f they were not
agreed to, it would of course become his imperative
dnuty to make provision by direct taxation. Mr. Ba-
ring went on to ask the house to look at the present
aspect of public affuirs. Thore was the German
League extending its influence and increasing its pro-
tective duties; there was the American tariff; and
there was the treuty with the Brazils, the renewal of
which would s00n huve to become matter of negacia-
tion, But it would be in vain to press upon those na-
tions a liberal lino of policy, if this country were 10
keep up prohibitions under the name of protection ;
they would retort, * We hegr what ysu say, and wo
sec what you do.” If there was any intention what-
ever to admit the produce of foreign countries, the
house would feel that they ought not to delayand post-
pone until they Jost the machets of the world, snd had
nothing left but to give way with regict and despair.

A long debato ensued, in the course of which mini-
sters were taunted with improper motives for their
intended delay in bringing forward a measure which
their chief Lad but lately declared 1o be the first siep
to insanity, with having added cvery year to tho
embarrassments and expendirure of the country, whilst
its income has bean constantly diminishing, with the
probability of the cherge of the timber duties ruining
the trade of Canada and the shipping interests.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer explained that
£800,000 had been voted o exchequer bills to make
up the deficiency of £1,800,000 of last ycars; that .
£750,000 would bo paid out of the Savings' Banks,
and that government were prepared to extend their
revision of the tariffto other branches of trade, but
must first grapple with the corn-laws.

* To thesoamounts of the existing and proposed sugar duties
must be added 3 per cent. on account of the augmentation of
taxes last year; of which Mr. Baring sull takes advantage.
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Lord John Russell stated that the corn-law proposi-
tion would embody the principle of a moderato fixed
duty, and would bo brought forward as o cabinet
question,

The Chancellor is to submit the resolutions in which
his scheme is to be incorpurated on Friday.

Lord John Russell gave notice for the
House of Commonsto go into Committee on
the Corn laws on the next order day after
the Slst of May. Ministers intend to pro-
pase & fixed duty instead of the present change-
able one,but what the amount of this fixed duty
was to be had not transpired. It has been con-
Jectured at 8s. per quarter, and at 10s. Itis
probable that the duty on Colonial bread-stufs
will also be reduced, if they are not admitted
at a nominal duty, which is most probable.

The following despatch on the Land Grant-
ing System is from Lord Sydenham to Lord
John Russell:—

Copy of adespatchfrom: Lord Sydenham
to Lorid John Russcll.
GoversmesT Houss,
Montreal, October 12, 1840.

My Lorp : 1

I have the honour to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your Lordship's despatches of the S1st
August and 3th September, Nos, 218 and 221.
As the subjects of these despatches are inti-
mately coniiected, I answer them together.

It is unquestionable that the land revenue of
Lower Canada has been very inconsiderable
during the last few years, but, inattributing the
diminution, as I understand your Lordship to
do,to the effect of Lord Durham’s proclamations
respecting squatters and militiamen, your Lord-
ship appears to have fallen into an error. At
the time when Lord Durham commenced his
enquiry isto the disposal of Crown Lands, he
suspended the sale of them, and that suspension
continued until it was altered lately by myself.

The only sums, therefore, received since that
on account of the land revenues, have been in-
etalments for lands previously purchased, rents
for lands under lease, and paywents for licences
to cut timber. These sources of revenue are
of course inconsiderable when compared with
the proceeds of the sale of land when the old
system was in full operation. I feel confident
that as soon as the new system shall be in ope-
ration, the land revenue will not only equal,but
exceed what it was in former years, 1 do not
perceive thatit can be affected in any way by
Lord Durham’s proclamations respecting squat-
ters, because by setting up all unappropriated
Crown Lands for sale at a fixed price, the ex-
clusive privilege conceded to that class by Lord
Durham, is at once necutralized. But in order
to avoid any difficulty, the notice, of which the
enclosed is a copy, was issued from the Crown
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Land Office simultancously with the new land
regulations, requiring that all cloims ander
Lord Durham’s proclamation shall be lodged
before the 22d of January next. Your Lord-
ship’s decpatch contemplates closing those
claims at even an earlier date; but as the cur-
tailment of the time would now be compara-
tively immaterial, and as any interference with
a notice of this nature might givoe rise to com-
plaint, and be regarded as a breach of faith, I
trust your Lordship will not disapprove of my
leaving the matter as it at present stands,

I now proceed to notice the report of the
Land and Eengration Commussioners, and in
doing so I must express the satisfaction I have
derived from the different communications from
those gentlemen with which your Lordship hos
favoured me, exhibiting as they do great atten-
tion to the inportant subject entrusted to them,
and expressing opintons 1 which for the most
part I quite concur,

First, the Commissioners express their dis-
sent from the principle of affixing different pri-
ces on land in different localities. Were Liower
Canada o wilderness now about to be settled
for the first time, I should agree with the Com-
missioners. The principle of leaving the choice
of the purchaser unfettered and influenced is no
doubt abstractedly correct, but it connot be ap-
plied to such a country as this without modifi-
cation.  Under the old system settlement has
been encouraged in every part of the Province
indiscriminately; and although the concentra-
tion Las nuturally taken place in localitfes en-
joying pecuhiar advantages, thereisa very large
population scattered through the more remote
parts of the province. To fix a uniform price
on all lands would draw awsy population from
these less favoured districts, and concentrate it
altogether in the neighbourhood of the large
towns and rivers. This would not only be a
hardship on the morc remote districts, but
would have a bad political effect by leaving
those districts, principally inhabited by French
Canadiang, to grow up in their natioual prejudi-
ces and habits without any sympathy with thetr
fellow colonists.

The fearexpressed by the commissioners that
the low price of the inferior lands may tempt
those who should be labourers to become land-
holders is, I think, quite visionary. As the
whole price must be paid at the time of sale,
and as there is no intention of breaking up the
land into small locations, there is no ground to
apprchend that men without capital can become
purchasers. Itis not from the acquisition of
land by poor men, bnt from the speculation of
the rich that tke country has suffered and con-
tinues to suffer.  Aud for this evil the remedy
is not to be found in an increase of price, but
in the imposition of an annuatl tax.

On this latter point, the imposition of a tax,
your lordship is well aware of my opinion, as it
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was one great object of the municipal clauses
proposed by me for the Union Bill. The omis-
sion of those clanses has indeed put if out of
my power to adopt any immediate step in the
matter, and for this most serious evil tler Ma-
jesty's Government and Parliament are deeply
responsible; but my whole experiencein these
provinces tends to confirm my opinionof the ne-
cessity of such a measure. Mr. Buller, in his
report to Lord Durham, contemplated, as the
Commissioners observe, o tax on wild lands
only; but I agree with them that the tax should
be on all lands, whether wild or cultivated, and
that it should be uniform]in umount. On cul-
tivated land it would in fact be scarcely felt,
but it would operate as a penal tax on wild land,
and it'would compel the owners either to culti-
vate or to dispose of it. If applied to local im-
provents, such as the cpening and maintenance
of roads, the repair of bridges, &ec., it wouid be
the greatest boon ever conferred on the coun-
try; andso general is the concurrence of opin-
ion in ite favour that I do nut altogether des-
pair of being able to obtain its imposition.—
Some of those who, from holding large tracts
of wild land will be most seriously afected by
it, generally admit that in a short time they
would gain rather than lose by it.

In respect to the amount of the price fixed
by me as compared to the upset price in the
United States, the remarks of the commission-
ers or’yinate ina want of accurate acquaintance
with the circumstances of the respective coun-
tries. Itis true that land 1s"subjected n some
of the States of the Union to direct taxation,
which, pro tanto, increases its price to the pur-
chaser—but on the other hand, the facilities of
communication are so much greater in the Unit-
ed States, population so much denser, and the
market so much more accessible,tL.t land there
with all its incumbrances is far more valuable
then land in Canada. 1T have little hesitation
in saying, that land in the State of Vermont or
New York, is cheaper at 6s. 8d. than in Canada
at 6s. It isto be remembered too, that although
the settler may pay fewer taxes in money for
the Iand he occupies on our side of the linc, he
isin reality exposed to far heavier cherges in an-
other shape. Thosec taxes go to make roads,
establish communicativns, and at unce improve
the value of his property and diminish the ex-
pense of cultivativn and residence to the set-
tler in the United States, wlulst on our side,
under the present system, although the tax-ga-
therer does not demand it, a far greater outlay
than he could claim is expended by the settler
in a variety of charges ansing from the absence
of these advantages which are the result of the
tax.

‘The commissioners are further mistaken in
supposing that there is any sentiment among
those who emigrate from England, sufficiently
strong of itself to counterbalance any consider-
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able advantages which they might obtain by
settling in the States.  Such is not the case.
In order to retain our enngrants, and more es-
pecially that valuable class, the small Enghsh
tarmer, we must make it their advantage to stay
with us; and I should therefore decidedly dis-
approve of any increase tn the price of land, for
the present at least, beyond what { have pro-
posed.

With respect to the survey of the land, I en-
tirely agree in the observation of the commis-
sioners. Of late years o much more perfect
system heg, I am mformed, been pursued; but
there is ut doubt that in former times, surveys
were very inaccurately made, and descriptions
very carelessly drawn up. The difficulties which
may arise from this, when the country comes
to be more thickly cettled, and land increases
in value, it is perhaps, impossible to exagger-
ate; and I should be very anxious to adopt some
steps, while it is yet possible, to avert them,—
But the question s of sv tuch importance, and
so intimately affects the right of property, that
I require more time for cunsiderat on before
pronouncing any opinion as to what should be
done. In the mean time, your Lordship may
be assured that every care shall be taken to en-
sure the accurate survey of all land which may
liereafter be sold. I shall refer for the consid-
eration of the Commisstoners of Crown Lands,
and the Surveyor General, the proposition that,
in future, lots shall be laid out in equal parts of
8 square mile, the smallest lot consisting of one-
half of a square mile; and I shall reserve my
opinion on this point till I receive their report.

_Ialso concur in the opinion of the Commis-
sloners, respecting the establishment of land
offices in several parts of the province. Indeed
the system has, to a great extent, prevailed for
several years in both the Canadas; and in re-
gard to the speedy completion of patents, your
Lordship will observe, in the notice issued from
the land office, it is expressly stated that steps
will be taken for that purpose. The present
system is cambrous and dilatory to an exces-
sive degree: but I trust I may be able to effect
such altcrations as will ensure the 1ssuing of a
patent within a weck or ten daysafter the pay-
tuent of the purchase money.

The reservation of minerals has hitherto
been inserted in all grants, in conformity with
the Rayal in<tructions; but I have no doubt
that, tor the futnre, it may be better omitted.—
17 it has any effect at all, it must be injurious.
The reservation of particular descriptions of
timber is a more secrious question; but, even
with respect to this, I am disposed to think that
an alteration should take place. The only tim-
ber which the Crown requires is that for masts
in the Royal Navy. The timber on account
of its size, 1s more valuable for masts than for
any other purpose, and would consequently be
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always disposed of to the Admiralty sgent, ia prefer-
enco to any other purchaser. ‘fhe privilege of tho
Crown has hitherto been, in fact, inoperatize ; and tho
only attempt to put it in force (that which has heen
directed by your Lordship, in favour of Messrs.Chap-
man,) haacalled forth very strong snd forcible remon-
strances from all parties anterested in tho trade. 1
shall have to address your Lordship more at length
on this point hereafter.  In the meaa time, I would
metely request that the clauso relative toreservations
in grants may he omitted from the Royal Instructions.

The encouragement of settlers from the United
States, by any direct alteration of the existing law, I
should deprecate ot the present monent.  Practical-
1y, thero is, I believe, no difficulty in theie acquiring
land; but T do not think it would be advanageous to
confer on them, as n right, what they now enjoy only
on the sufferance of the British Government.  With
every respeet for their energy and intelligence, and
fully admitting that, as the pioneers of civilization,
thoy are guperior to« vy other peaple, I do not think
it weuld be wise, by any general measure, to invite
thair settlement in large numbers in the most popu-
lous portions of Canada. Thero is a spirit of propa-
gandism among American citizens, which makes it
nccessary to obeerve great caution in this matter. At
the samo time, I think that, in individual cases, their
claims to bo ndmitted to tho rights of British subjects
on certain conditions, should bo considered in the
most liberal spirit; and I am happy to belicve that,
for several years past, this spirit has prevailed in both
provinces.

1 have now gone through all the suggestions of the
Commissioners of Land and Emigration; and it is
satisfactory to me to find that there is little difference
between the views of those gentlemen and my own.
The suhject of tho disposal of the Crown Lands is
onnof the most important which itis my duty to con-
siders and, in thoe scttlement of the exccutive depart-
ments, under the Union Bill, it avill be my endeavour
to make such arrangements as may ensure tho effi-
cient discharge, for the future, of the duties of the
Cummissioners of Crown Lauds and Surveyor Gen-
eral. The errora of former *systems, and the long
continued neglect of this branch of the public service,
have no doubt created difficulties of a very serious na-
ture; but I trust that it may bo in my power to over.
come them, and ta introduce into this portion of the
administration a system which » » both advanta-
goous and satisfactory to the pub.

I take this opportunity of acknowledging your lord-
ship’s despatch of the Ist August last. No. 195, and
of informing you that I havo direcled the questions
proposed by the Land and Emigration Commissioners
to be printed and distributed among all those who
may be able to give accurate informanon on the points
advorted to by them.

I shall take anothier and early opportunity of re-
plying to the communication from the Commissioners
on the suhject of Emigration, transmitted in your des-
patch, No. 291, of the 13th August.

I have, &c.

(Signed)
The Right Hon.
Lord John Russell, &c.
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SYDENHAM.

The Provincial Parliament has been prorogued to
the 14th of Junc, then to meet for tho despatch of
business.

His Excellercy the Governor General and suito
arrived at Kingston on the 28th of May, when thero

SUNMMARY.

was a general procossion of the inhabitants to wele
como His Excelloncy.

To the Right Honorable Cuanirs, Barox
SypENUAN, of S%denham in_the Coundy of
Kenty, and of Toronto in Canada, one of
Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Priv
Council, Governor General of British J\forlz
America, §ec. \9"0. dc. '

Mav 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCRLLENCY :

We, the inhabitants af the Town of Kingston, beg
ermission to wmost respectfully offer to Your Exccl-
ency, our sincern congratu.ations on your arrival at

the Seat of the Government of United Canada.

Wo have learned with teelings of extreme sorrow,
that Your Excellency suffered undor a painful indispo-
sition; and it was with anxious solicitude wo daily
awaited the announcement of your restored health,
In these feelings we participated with our fellow-sub-
Jjects throughout the Province, for whose general ben-
ofit you have undergono those mental and bodily le-
bours which could scarcely fuil to press on the human
constitution,

Tt is needless for us to assure Your Excellency that
wo rejoico that it has been our providential 1ot, to be
placed in a gengraphical position so fuvored, as to bo
selected by those most competent to decide this mo-
mentous question, fur tho location of the Government
of this extensive Province. But while we behold
with humble gratification this important changein our
condition, we cannut but feel sensible that considerable
personal inconvenience must, for the present be expe-
rienced by many who will necessarily nccompany
this movement; and it becomes our duty as it will bo
our endeavour, as fur as lies in our power, to render
those inconveniences as little pressing as possible on
those exposed to them.

With respect to Your Excellercy personally, weo
take this occasion to declare, that we should be want-
ing in every feeling of gratitude and duty, were we to
€ail in ministering by all the means within our power
to Your Excellency’s comfort and wishes; and we
fervently hope that notwithstanding the disadvantages
of temporary accommodation, Your Excellency may
enjoy uninterrupted health and huppiness.

On behalf of the Inhabitants,

(Signed) J. COUNTER, Mayor.
. Xis Exccllency’s Reply.
MR. MaYOR AND GENTLEMEN :

1 accept with great pleasure the welcomo which
son offer me on my arrival at Kingston.

Having felt it 1o be my duty, with reference to the
general interests confided to my care, after due con-
sideration to fix upon your city as the place whero the
first Legislature of the Provnce of Canada should
meet, I learn from you with sausfaction, that the in-
habitants are determined to use their best efforts to
contribute to the comfort and convenience of those
whom the public business must necessarily assemble
there. It is unquestionably your interest to do so.

On my own part I thank you for tho expression of
your sympathy for tho sufferings with which I have
boen offlicted.” The interest which I take in the wel-
fare of this Province, and my deep conviction that the
present is a crisis in its fate, will I trust under I-’row-
dence, support me in the task which yet remains to
bo performed, and enoble mo even under tho disad-
vantage of failing health and strength, to discharge
my duty to my Sovereign, and to the People of Cana-
dn, who have afforded me so many marks of their
confidenco and regard.



