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Ehxitexiunl,

TIHORNS AND ROSES. ' witness for the trathin our villages and

The editorial chair into which, reluct- . rural parishes.  One of these munistors,
antly, wo wore pressed this time last.a well-known author, whoso cuntribu-
vear, like every chair on which poor tious to the Curistiay MoxtHLY have
mortals sit, has its thorns and its roses, . attracted the nutico of the week!y press,’
though, we are free to confuss that we , has been for nearly six manths haul aside
have found the thorns fewer and the, from all voork in the solitude of the sick-
roses moro numerous than we anticipat- | room, and the burden of supplying
ed. As for the thorns one meets with , uriginal literary matter has thereforo
in lifo who cares to make a collection of , .tessed very heavily on the shoulders of
them, and to exhibit them to one's]'us who miss so much “the presonce and
friends? The best thing one cando isto, the pen of our beloved brother.  For
burn them. There are ~ome thorns, the reader must bear in mind that the
however, green omes, which will not. clitur and contributurs of this monthly,
burn and thus pass out of sight, and to , have scmons tu preach, prayer mectings
one of them in the way of explanation,tv superintend, the young to instruect,
we must make a passing reference. “the sick to visit, and church courts to

Our greatest trouble about the editing , attend, ere time can be got to write for
of the Curistiax MoNtuLy is the wont  the press. It is easy to understand,
of time to do the work properly. When | therefure, that much of the writing that
the “ Good News” and kindred publi- | you, kind reader, glance over at your
cativns broke down on the deuth of ease in broad daylight, 1s done with
their editor and proprictor, the Rev. jwearied haad after the pastoral duties

Robert Kennedy, it was as clear as
daylight to any one that examined Mr,
Kennedy's books that every vestigo of
that good work must coase from among.t
us unless some one took in hand to con-
tinve a portion of the work without
looking for any remuneration from the
publication. Were the conductors of
the Caristiay MoxtaLy depending on
it for any support the work would break
down in afew months. In these circum-
stances a fow ministors undartook to do
the writing without any other reward
than the pleasure of kecping alive a

of tho day are over, and when most of
peoplo are in their beds. Dut there is
at present no remedy for this, and
month after month weo must issue our
monthly, regretting that it cannot get
more attention, that buoks for review,
and notices of magazines, and manu-
scripts that are half finished, must wait
till there is sparo time from urgent duty,
till there is less of sickness, less of
publicand private work. That is our
worst thorn (which makes us long at
times to leavo a chair which we cannot
fill as it ought to bo filled), and with
Q
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this mention of it let us pass on to the
roses, One likes to gather them and
preserve them to cheer one’stoil, and to
turn one’s keart in gratitude to God who
gives them to us.

It is pleasant, (and here isa rose sur-
passing all others in sweetness) to be
able, month after month, from the quiet
stady of a country village, to speak
through the trumpettongued press in
belalf of our Lord to an audience scat-
tered over the Dominion and places
bayond. While our dailics watch over
our politics, and our deneminational
Jeurnals watch uver denominational in-
terests, work very necessary and useful
when done in a Christian spirit, to one
poor brothoer of the press, it is a privi-
lege to bo allowed, as Leighton expresses
it, to “hold up Jesus Christ and eternity.”
If Matthew Henry could say, that in
order to bo allowed to prewch Christ
each Sabbath he was willing to dig all
week, it cannot surely be a small
privilege to speak’ through the written
page, cach month, to a larze audience
(that the voice could never reach) of
that same Saviour, his people, his ways
and his work.

It is aizo very pleasant, through our
monthly, to be brought into correspond-
ence with Christians whom otherwise we
would never have known. Many have
written and helped as our fellow-
workers without fee or reward ; some
have written as fellow-sulferers in
life’s trials and sorrows. For it often
happens that men can, of their per-
plexitics, their sorrows and their joys,
their hopes and fears, wrife much more
eas’lly and promptly than they can
speal. On this account, we suppose,
there have found their way into our
desk letters intended for our eye alone,
which it has beena pleasure toread, and
a privilege to amswer, with the writers
of which, however, it will not be our lot,
in all likelihood, to meet till we meet
where there are neither perplexities nor
80rrows,

Very pleasant also have been the

words of enccuragement and approval
that have reached us from private indj.
viduals, from ministers of differont
denominations, and from the press, Our
veaders know from the numbers now in
their hands, that no attempt is made in
the Cumistiaxny Moxrury, by novels and
sensational stories, to attract attention
and ensure o sale.  Thersisnot even a3
much of incident and anccdotr, reading
that requires mo thought and leaves
behind, when separate from doctrines
and principles, little durable impression,
as some good people would wish, It
is pleasant, theretore, to findso many who
approve of a magazine, conducted with
so little attempt to please, and so far
from the current of * modern thought,”
as some are pleased to call it. In
another place we give, as this is the Jast
number of our first year. a few of thess
kind letters and approving criticism,
some of which have lain for nearly a
year in our possession, and others of
which have reached us quite recently.
The encouragement received in the
way of subscribers some would call,
from its meagreness, a thomn; we
choose, from its largeness, all things
considered, to call it a rose—say,
then, a thorny rose, for there are such
flowers to be met in the path of life,
Had we been content to make the
monthly, a magazine of 32 pages instead
of 48, which ought perhaps (in eommon
with our other dollar monthlies) to be at
the outset its size, then we would be
free of all anxiety for the future as well
as for the present, as to its clearing its
way with the printer and papersmaker.
Our present circulation, close on 1,800,
is after deducting commissions and
losses, exchanges and free copies, about
cnough to meet the mechanical expenses
(paper, printing, postage, mailing) of the
year now closing. It isthe second year
about which our anxiety now is, and
on which the fute of the undertaking
rests, An wld experienced physiciat
once told a young practitioner that he
would get on well enough the first year,
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a8 from curiosity, &c., people would be | books. 'We now leave the matter under
apt to call him in ; but that iie tug of | the disposal of our blessed Master, and
war for him lay in the sccond year, when |in the hands of His people, and are
novelty had worn oif and his strong and | willing to abide by his and their de-
wenk points had been discovered.  “ If | cision, Should that decision bo to give
you live through the second year then jup the publication, after another year,
you have gained the day,” was the|then the Xditor will welcome welease
shrowd conclusion of a long experience, [ from harness: but if, on the other hand,
Even so. Itis the sccond year that is tho | the vordiet is to go on, then will the
trying year for preachers, doctors and | work be continued with fresh courage,
magazines. Lot subscribers and those
kind friends to whom we are so much _—
e o B thers s | 1S EDINBURGH  FROM _IHIS

is, and let them not relax their efforts AWAKENING T el

: AWAKENING TO GO FOI-

but rather increase them for our second WARD OR BACKWALD 1
year, beginning with July. Ifthe 1,300 Al v BALRA AL
subseribers whose time expires with| ¢ Let us wait, without saying much,
this present month remit their subserip- ; until a summer and a winter has passed
tions for a second year cheerfully uud’ovcr the soul.” That wasthc vemarkwith
promptly, then will our andertaking be  which a godly and ewminent divine was
beyond much peril. It will, indeed,|in the habit of meeting the sanguine
become & strong and useful periodical, | reports of his frieuds in regard to cases
yielding something to Mrs. Kennedy |of hopeful conversion. Age and ex-
and family, and capable, as it expands, | perionce had taught him caution in
.of doing good service as an ovangelical  numbering converts and in concluding
magazine, at a time when a publication | that every soul awakened was necessar-
like the London Christian is needed in ily a soul converted. He knew from
Camada.  If, however, peopls neglect, | the teachings of the Word of God and
or forget or refuse, to remew their|from what ho had seen in his long, and
subscription, on them must lie the res-|remarkably blessed ministry, that a
ponsibility of discouraging this under- |season of reaction comes, very often,
taking, and of weakening the hands of |after a season of excitoment, and that
those who are doing their best to sustain | the tree caunot be counted as one of
it. It is not, therefore, suvely too much |the Lord’s pianting until, after its first
to ask Christians of the various ev:m-‘winter, 1t again shoots forth into deeper
gelical churches, and especially ministers | roots, and life more vigorous than the
of the Gospel, to aid in retaining to us|life of its first summer.
our old subseribers, and in getting for; It was lately summer with the newly
us new additions to our list. It is not awakened churches of Edinburgh: “the
because of what our periodical is at winter is past, the min is over and
present that we plead for it, but what it | gone, the flowers appear on the earth,
might become if duly encouraged. We the timo of the singing of birds has
would like to see on the Lditor's table, i come,” was their song, when the carth
not only all the English magazines but, was in mid-winter, for several weeks at
the evangelical monthlies of France,|the beginuing of this year. Thuy are
Gormany and Italy. As soon as we|now, whilo the earth is putting on its
find that the Christian public are ready [summer, entering on f#heir  winter.
to encourage us, arrangements will be|The novelty has worn away from their
made to obtain these and also to enlarge | meetings; sirangers that came crowding
tho staff of writers, as well as to sccure|from other places have ceased their
fuller and more frequent notices of new ! coming and going ; and the American
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‘brethren whose visit had brought them
quickening have pnssed on to other
places.  “Awake, O north wind,” is
the voice that is now in the ear of the
Edinburgh churches, The trees that
were gorgeous with decoitful blossoms
will now be stripped by the “north
wind that driveth away rain,” and all
untimely flowers will lic scattered on
the ground. Heat and rain, warmth
and moisture, clonds and closeness,
ripen no fruit sweetly, and prepare no
tree for vigorous bearing. A hot-house
atmosphere is not the climate for the
cedar and the olive, no, nor even for
the palm and the pomegranate. The
searching, invigorating, purifying “north
wind” must do its work before our
“Beloved” can be invited into His
garden “to eat Mis pleasant fruit.”
This is, therefore, a critical time in the
history, not simply of Edinburgh, but of
the evangelical churches of Britain. If
Edinburgh go dackward, we may de-
spair of the cause of evangelical truth in
Scotland for this generation: if it-go
Jorward, we can hardly over-estimate the
Dlessings that are in store for the land.
There is evidence, and it gives us joy to
state heve some of it that it is forward
and not backward the capital of Scot-
land is to move from this awakening.
It is indeed the opinion of parties
competent to judge, that the amount of
work done since Messrs. Moody and
Sankey left Xdinburgh exceeds what
was done during the time of their visit.
Hore are facts of encouraging and joy-
ful import.

1. Youny Communicants. In nearly

all the churches of Idinburgh, the.

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is dis-
pensed quarterly. It is orly what
might be expecled that many young
people would have applied for admission
to the Lord’s Supper in January last,
when the excitement and fervour of
this religious awakening was at its
height. It happens, however, that in
aumber and in guality, the young com-
municants of the April quarter exceed

those of January, and go beyond any-
thing known in the experience of Edin-
burgh pastors.  ““ As arrows are in the
hand of a mightyeman, 8o are the chil-
dren of the youllh; happy is the man
that hath his quiver full of them : they
shall not be ashamed, but they shall
speals with the enemies in the gate)
(Pealm cxxvii. 4, 5).

8. Little Children. Saturday fore-
noon, 8o as not to interfere with school-
work, has been given to the children:
and their place of meeting is the
Assembly Hall, one of the largest halls
in the city, capable of scating upwards
of two thousand people. It is thus
one of the XEdinburgh daily newspapers.
describes this gathering :—

‘¢ Saturday forenoon has always been appro-
priated to the young, It is a striking sight
to sec them gathering, and still more soto
seo the meeting dispersing at one o'clock.
The whole slope of the Mound is darkened by
the mass of little figures, with their parents
and friends ; or, if o few minutes after you
are walking in the opposite dircction, you
meet them on George 1V. Bridge, you ob-
serve them crossing the Meadows, you find
them in Princes Street, or Lothian Road, or
Leith Walk, knowing where they have been
by the hymn books which they are carrying
in theiv hands, Nothing can be more re-
markable than the interest and affection
which the young people have for this meet-
ing. If it be wot preferred to the ordinary
holiday occupations of Saturday, it seems at
least to be liked as well.  The simple and.
“affectionate words which they hear, the hymus
!which they sing with a relish that never
tabates, and the atmosphere and spirit of the
iplace, have a wonderful attraction, Even
ithe standing room in the Assembly Hall is
roccupied on Saturdays; you require to go
iearly to secure a seat.  The love of Jesus for
{the young is the great theme of these meet-
ings, and often His voice seems to fall on the
ear with a peculiar power and sweetness in-
}'{i?i"" little childven as of old to come unto

im,”

3. Reading the Bible. Shortly after
Mr. Mocdy arrived in England, a little
paragraph in one of the religious
monthlies of England met our eye and
set us a-thinking. It was the substance
of a statement Mr. Moody had then

made, to the effect that he was resolved
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in future to study the Word of God
more closcly and prayerfully than ever
he did. His power scems to have be-

n with that resolution. The Bible has,
to a large extont, been dethroned from
its old place of supremacy in the
thought and in tho speech of Christian
people. It has had, indeed, enough to
do, what with scnsational preaching,

and what with rationalistic preaching, | sympathy.

fessional men and students of tho new
college, continues to attract clerks, shop-
mon and mechanics, whoso business
debars them from the noon wmeeting.
From this mecting deputations are sent
right and left to work for the Mastor,
and to this meeting they como back
telling of their success and of their
trials, and getting in return connsel and
At the closo of the public

to hold its own, even in Christian mecting half an hour is dovoted to con-

pulpits, It has been, however, ono of
tho charactoristics of Mr. Moody's|
preaching to exalt the Dible, and to,
enthrono it in the place belonging to it, |

as our only infallible rule of faith and
practice. ~ And wherever ho goes, ho
causes people to rub the dust off the
neglected volume, and teaches them to
find it better than thousands of gold
and silver.  The impetus given to Bible-
reading still continues in Edinburgh, if
we may judge from the following
facts =—

« A Bible reading is held by Mr. Wilson,
of the Tolbooth Church, on Monday evenings,
attended by 350.  Some of the young persons
there have given incidental cvidence of
having read over the whole of the four
gospels in_a week, searching for passages on
some parlieular topic, without the aid of a
concordance. About three huundred attend a
Bible class or conversational lecture on Sun-
day mornings, began by Professor Blaikie
about six weeks age, for young men and men
generally impressed during this movement
and desirous of more systematic instruction.
As a proof of the indireet influence of the
movement in collateral directions, it may le
stated that Professor MacGregor recently con-
vened a meeting 1o consider whether a ladies’
theological class would be welecomed ; his
room was quite filled, chiefly with ladies
‘coming from the daily prayer meeting, and it
has now been arranged that such a class shall
be carried on duriug the next three months.”

4. Daily Prayer- Meeting. The at-
tendance at the noon meeting continues
good, ranging from 900 to 1200. The
avoidance of startling novelties, and
the deep rich senso of spiritual enjoy-
ment which characterized the earlier
meetings, still continue. The evening
.meeting, under the care chiefly of pro-

fereneo with those who ave in perplexity,
and at ten o'clock precisely the lights
are lowered and the great crowd disperse
quietly to their howes, chielly in the
old town.

The old capital, whenece emanated the
blessings of the Reformation to Scotland,
seems destined once again to become to
the land a centre of revived life. It
is a common remark that from Jdin-
burgh the work is * breaking out” on
every side. The following description
suggests the days of the Apostles, when
christians went everywhere preaching
the gospel : —

“For a considerable time past, a large
number of ministers and laymen have heen
going out to places in the neighbourhood,
and at a considerable distance, to hold meet-
ings there.  Several young men went to
Glasgow, especially during the week of
special effort for young men, and were able to
render waterial help.” Some students of the
New College have thrown themselves with
extraordinary fervour into this devntation
worl, and their services in manv instances
appear to have been attended with quite a
remarkable Dlessing. It would we almost
endless to specity all the places where meet.
ings have been held, and where a remarkably
Jively intevest has prevailed. It isa common
remark that the work is ¢ breaking out™
everywhere. The deputies who go out, while
they make known the gospel message, do so
by telling how it has been receiveld in Edin-
burgh—what peace and_ Dlessing it has
brought to many there. In some places the
impression produced has been quite unprece-
dented.  Edinburgh obtained a pre-eminence
in the beginning of the winter which it has
never lost. The fuct of an awakening taking
place in Edinburgh made an impression far
and near of & very remarkable kind. At the
daily prayer ineeting the other day, a minis-
ter from™ Liverpool rose up and said that
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the;” were organizing a two-.days' series of
mectings there, in which the clergy—Estab-
lishel and Nonconformist—were  zealonsly
Jjoining, and that they looked to Edinburgh
chicfly to supply the information and the
stimalus_which they hoped they would re-
ceive. Next month cannot fail to be a very
interesting one in Edinburgh. The meeting
of all the ecelesiastical badies will turnish
the oppoitunity loth for a more specitic
account of what has been done, and a more
energetic endeavour to propagate the move-

CANADIAN MoONTHLY may come, whother
they ought not to send n handful of
their best men to carry into Canada
gomo of the sacred fire that has come
down from heaven upon them. The
Lord can work by kindling fires in
various and distant centres av the same
time, and by varied agents, but His
usnal way 18 to send forth His fire
from somo centre chosen by Him at

] Y s 14 ” . . .
ment to the furthest outskirts of the land. which men kindle theiv torches, to

It is o subject well worth the serious ikindle in turn the torches of their
consideration of Christians in  Idin- | neighbours, till from one small fire a
burgh, into some of whose hands our {great illumination arises.

THE FOOLISH BARGAIN.*
By J. M. L.

ithe fruits, the bartor, the wages of sin,
1 . v .
sacainst the pleasuves of sin for a season,

SFar what Attt sealt aotua 3 be shall mintie ‘i e xchanve i
whole world and love bis onn sanly or wl ‘ll:\ll.n ! _“""? (%llf\ll‘(ntl ()]f ?‘(Chdn"‘f'q‘:or eff}l‘m?lyl
MAN Ve il Cacadtpie 10r ks st 2= MARK VhiE 86,87, ; conecerns us - J)Z :}S surely '(lS 1t wil

Oue whohuows, who formed thebady, - at the greab day 5 it is a question of loss,
the soul's abode, aid st the soul there, ; or giin; un, t!w one silo stand the
an ;Aml.um:l-.n‘ of I'le:u.wl!', puts t-l!use ! P:i'hlh\’,“thel“"h?‘;‘h‘:(':iﬁl?‘;g::dfl'i';‘:]l};‘
mastethy questions, “These intervogatives | othery the loss, the s Sb; a loss
of our Lord claia attention by all tho;m-turel. 'Jvl e, and (!ulratwn,mfxllntcand
valae of owr present aned eternal inter-, eternal,  Let us with ave and prayer
ests; aud by the only mewsure of that ook into these transactions, which must
value—the 1ansont He paid for souls on ; stand irrevocable, unless we Dy faith in
the croma, Iis allseeing evetook in the Christ break the bargain with death and
vast businees of soul traflic, and balanced s east the bonds of perditionaway; attend
— "then to our Lord's statement of the great
. % Itmay add to the interest of the follow- ; question,
ing discoune to read the following ueteaccom- o L The Object Guined—< The whole
El\::::‘ng _t 1s it came into the hands of the Lapaeld” Maa's possessory feelingis never

“ Thirty-two years ago yesterduy, Dr. Chal- | satisfied with the finite; the Lord, thc.ro-
mers gave me (then vne of Qs students,) as a; fore, puts the case above the attain-
motto ;unl‘;notl\'\' for life m)-h.- wnri\- of thements of mortals when He says the
ministry, Mark viii. 36, 37. OnSaturday week . : o A ; omia
1 had been telling a gentleman extensive : twhole "'"f If(' None ever :'\l.t\mll)'em% e.d
engazzind in business of a failure in the neigh- the 50"‘3’(”3”t’v‘""f the whole world; it
bouriead, which had brought woe to many, | was not possession but a frenzy of power,
:::d had l"’;'l“’!'g"l'tl“l the ,S‘!(:'II ‘:{ n "‘;fﬂ\”.;j‘of'a dream of greatness, which perished

ceess 3 my friend, on Fabbath week after | : onlet P o7 3
sermon, requested me to preach_ the following “:lth t]ﬁl\\a]?lllg, and a_ wish a:it'a}md
Sabbiath, on Mank viii. 36, 37. Havinga long. | Was & call for another want, and frem
ing for the salvation of souls and deep interest | the summit of our expectation others
in your efforts for that holy aim, I submit rise, and when all is gained the aspirant

parts of the discourse to you, leaving it to your | 3: ity . ity
Judgment whether it may be fitted %o-do s{)me dies u.l)sahohed with all, as vamt_;)' and
good  through the CHnistiay MoxtuLy, | veXation. . .

which God's people amongst us deeply prize.”|  If it is thus with the sons of success,.
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what must the harvest be in the case of | is “ Love not the world, nor the things

the groat mnsses of humanity ; whoseiof the world.”
highest aim i3 to enjoy anly o pittance | away.”

“Tho world passeth
How many are ready to stake

of a kingdom, a tithe of a township, a}eternal treasure for perishing treasures,

fow acres of soil, u few heaps of yellow
dust, a few breaths ot popular applause,
a brief day of vexatious authority, am-
bitious of being little in the eyes of
angols, their aim is low, and missing the
boon of God's blessing on all, ends all
with the grave.

Thus we see how meaiie man's trinity,
the world, tho flesh, and the devil, is in
quality, in quantity, and in duration;
much in the promise to the aye and ear,

it fails to bless its votaries; the firesi

may burn it, the waters may drown it,
the cold may blight it, the heat may
wither it, storms may overthrow, it and
time may waste it, while this life lasts,
but death deals destruetion to every pro-
spect and hope when he comes to close
the scene, as he does to the toiler before
his work is done, to the mariner in sight
of Lowe, to the man of business in his
store, to the student at his books, the
pastor in the pulpit, but when, where,
aud how does he come to the lovers of
pleasure, the idelators of the world. Oh'!
it is in the hour of revelling, when the
heart is sordid with its idols.

‘The vast majority of mankind finds
the world, ere they arve done with it, a
“wilderness,” a ‘“mirage,” a restless
ocean, a row of ecipbers, a shave, a
counterfeit, its pedrls paste, its glory
vanity, and its custody vexatious, its
power, profit and pleasure only paltry
in possession. As the gorged cagle,
frozen to his ice-hound carcass, perishes
by satiety, so the foolish heirs of the
world perish in the using of its soul-
staving dainties in place of the bread
of life. We should con carefully the
inspired description of the world,—at
its best, as a hope,* a burden,” “weights,”
“wages wasted,” “garments moth-eaten,”
“shipwreck,” *“cankered gains,” “broken
reed,” ¢ snares,” * choking thorns,”
“thick clay,” “spider'’s web,” “fading
flower,” over which the verdict of Jesus

—the folly of the passenger who laded

his pockets with gold when his ship
was sinking, is wise, in comparison
with such.

“ Wealth gotten to hoard for its own
y suke, will prove as the ganment of pitch
1uml brimstone put on criminals con-
demned to the flames,” in order to
speed their execution.

The usual question of a worldly
mind over the departed is, “Ilow much
is he worth1”  “ Not the tax-gatherer,
but the Word of God ean decido that.”
“He left a large property !” <« What
a pity ho could not take it with him !”
“ e might have taken it with him,”
or sent it on before him, *¢ by having
made friends by the Mammon of un-
righteousness,” to welcome his coming.
How much more blessed to go to his
treasure than to leave it by death!
DBeccher says, “It is not what wo fake
up, but what we give up, that makes us
rich.”

There is an impossiblo gain set before
us, and over against it a possible loss,
a gain which prosperous commerco, con-
quest, learning, or toil, canunot com-
pass; the efforte after which precipi-
tate the loss of the soul, through
negleet of its salvation, attention, ab-
sorbing interests which beget consum-
ing cares, injurious tempers, unholy
dispositions; in fine, a callous heart,
until the more the need of salvation, the
less the inclination to be saved. *How
shall we escape if we neglect so great
salvation?”  Tow shall we retrieve
our lost opportunities, where habit,
Jjoined to natural spiritual disinelination,
bas mailed us in adamant against our
mereies ! ¢ Ov what shall 2 man give
in exchange for his soul?” Aud soon
the lovers of this present evil world
must Jeave it ; soon 1t will he food for
firo. “ Why then,” as Ratherfor] says,
i “should night dreams, day shadows
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water-froth, and wild pleasures run
away with our hearts in the meantimo?”

II. The price paid for the world—
the soul lost : And what is it to lose
the soul? 1. It is to lose all the
sources of active enjoyment, while the
craving for such still remains; tho pri-
vation of all that good could do for its
comfort. Think of the hungry always
wanting food—the thirsty always long-
ing for water; think of the coveting soul
always grasping but never getting ; pri-
vatiun of all good is emblazoned in the
lost soul as in a transparency. Thelost
soul has lost all the good God, and
angels, and men could do for it through
countless ages, all for & bubble, a pass-
ing dream, the passion of an hour!
All opportunities ave for ever gone—
God’s house, this day, the hallowed in-
fluences of the Holy Spirit, the Word,
all ara no more; no expectation of
change beguiles the leaden howrs of a
slow, changeless eternity. Thither hope
never comes. There want, perpetual
want, wails over loss. Rvery power of
the soul increasingly active, but preying
upon itself. Dut, after all, privation is
only the misery of being in want, this
is merely the negation of good. And
yet is it not enough to strike pale any
thinker over such a state? Is it not
enough to “make the keepers tremble
and the strong men to bind themselves”?

2. Thelost sond will inherit positive
pain, the wrath of God, the vengeance of
the broken Law, and the wrath of the
Lam}, & e, what isdue tolove'sremedy
negleeted.  To «in on and to sugfer on
is the incvitable fruit of losing the
soul, and that too in the fearful progres-
sion downwards with which sin repro-
duces itself ; conscience will adjudge the
woe deserved, memory will flood the
soul with all the past of mercy shunned
and sins followed. Qur old adversary
will hear his part in afflicting his chil-
dren.  There are, now, nomitigations of
his malice, through the mercy of God,
for the Destroyer of the works of the
devil has been rejected by the lost one,

and he is shut up to the companionship
of his chosen chief. Butif it be thus to
a lost soul, what additions of woe must
acerue when the body shall be joined to
that soul ?

3. It is wonderful to think that  the
Balm in Gilead,” the remedy of the
great Physician, must by perversion and
rejection  become  the soul's deeper
scourge and tormentor. What He dig
and suffered to save sivners by the saeri-
fice of Ilimself, has one of two results,
it raises its recipients to bliss and heaven
—while it is a savor of “death unto
death,” to the refusers who despise,
reject, “wonder and perish.” Alas!
that any should treat the Lamb of God
30 that He s aroused to the.wrath of
Judal’s Lion.

IIL The Sctllcment ; The Reckoning:
The Day of Assize; The Projit and
Loss caleulated :—Heore the world shall
have its relatize and real value set upon
it, by an unerring verdicet, for ever; the
hidden good shall he revealed, the
specious bad shall be detected, exposed,
and punished for ever, for all shall be
done in righteousness, for tho Lord
Himself is the Judge. Rev. xx. 11,
12, 13.

The judgment is set, thesBooks are
opened, and to the lost sinful soul is set
down all the interest it ever had in the
world, its vavied phases, shapes, de-
lights, privileges, and joys, its silver,
gold, pearls, gems, {fruits, iveasures, and
glories, through which it was “clad in
purple aud fared sumptuously every
day ;" overagainst the perished treasures
the lost soul is set, as what he gave for
his coveted pre-eminence ; the award is
made, the verdict declared, and the
universe seconds the conscience of the
Joser, in the justice of that decision
which perpetuates the relation between
rcbellion and woe,—sin and suffering
throughout all ages of eternity,—as
certainly as in all the lapses of time.

The judgment scenc is closed, the
parties have retired, the saved to their
work of praise for ever, the lost to their
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wailing for ever, the doom irrevocable to
them. But O! to us there is an hour
of opportunity, waiting mercy pleads,
« choose the good,” hate the evil,” *“love
not the world of lust, of the flesh, the
lust of tho eye, the pride of life.”
« Acquaint now thyself with Ged,
whereby good shall come unto thee.”
The blood * Christ avsils for the heliev-
ing soul to its salvation. O ! delay not,
believe, only believe, ask the Ioly
Spirit’s power to apply redemption, go
to Gethsemane, and Calvary, and Olivet,
and Sinai, and the day of death, and the
judgment, aud forestall the loss by faith
in the Lord Jesus.

THE NEED OF DEICISION FOR
THE TRUTIH.
A Courzox Avoness or C. I, Srvroxsv.

Some things ars true and some
things are false. I regard that as an
axiom; but there are many persons
who evidently do not believe it. The
current principle of the present age
scems to be, ¢ Some things are either
true or false, according tu tho point of
view from which you look at them.
Black is white, and white is blck,
according to cireumstances; and it
does not particularly matter which you
call it.  Trath of cowrse is true, but it
would be rude to say that the opposite
isa lic; we must not be bigoted, but
remenmber the motto, ¢ So many men, so
many minds.””  Qur forefathers were
particular about maintaining landmarks;
they had strong notions about fixed
points of revealed ductrine, and were
very tenacious of what they believed to
be scriptural ; their fields were pro-
tected by hedges and ditches, but their
sons have grubbed up the hedges, filled
up the ditches, laid all level, and played
at leap-froz with the boundary stones.
The school of modern thought laughs at
the ridiculons positiveness of Reformers
and Puritans ; it is advancing in glori-
ous liberality, and before long will

publish & grand alliance between heaven
and hell, or, rather, an amalgamation
of the two establishments upon terms
of mutual concession, allowing false-
hood aud truth to lie side by side, like
the lon with the lamb. Still, for all
that, my firm old fashioned belief is
that some doctrines ave true, and that
statoments which are diametrically oppo-
site to them are not true,—that when
“No” is the fact, “Yes” is oub of
court, and that when “Yes” can be
Jjustified, “No” must he abandoned. I
believe that the person who has for so
long a time perplexed our courts is
cither Sir Roger Tichborne or somebody
else; I am not yet able to conceive of
his being the tre heir and an fmpostor
at the same time.  Yeb in religious
matters the fashionable standpuint is
somewhere in that latitude.

In what ought woe to be positivo,
brethren?  Well, there avs wentlemon
alive who imagine that there are no
fixed principles to go upon. ¢ Perhaps
a few doctrines,” saill one to me, * per-
haps a fow doctrines may be considered
as established. It is, perhaps, ascer-
tained that thera is a God; but one
onght not to dogmatise upon Ilis per-
sonality : a great deal may be said for
pantheism.”  Such men ereep into the

ministry, but they are generally cun-
ning enough to conceal the breadth of

their minds beneath Ch
ology, thus acting in cons 3
their principles, for their funluneatal
rule is that truth is of no conseuence.

As for us—as for me, at any rate—I
am certain that there is a God, and I
mean to preach it as & man does who is
absolutely sure. IHe is the Maker of
heaven and carth, the Master of provi-
dence, and the Lord of grace: let His
name be blessed for ever and ever!
We will have no questions and debates
as to Him.

We aro equally certain that the book
which is called “the Dible” is His
word, and is inspired; not inspired in
the sense in which Shakespeare, and
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Milion, »ud Dryden may be inspired,
but in an infinitely higher sense ; so
that, provided we have the exact text,
we regard the words themselves as in-
faliible.  We believe that everything
stated in the book that eomes to us
from God is to he accepted by usas 1lis
sure testimony, and nothing less than
that. God forbid we should be en-
snared by those various laterpr tations
of the wadus of inspiration, which
amount to little more than IFittering it
away. The book is a divine produe-
tion; it is perfect, and is the last
court of appeal—“the julge which {ald preached to his congregation a ser-
ends the strife” I woull as soon!mon to sivners, yemarked, “Well, Mr,
dream of blaspheming my Maker as of | Macdonakd, that was a very gowd ser-
questioning the infallibility of His'mon you preached, but it is vey nwh
word. out of place, for 1 do not know one
We are also sure coneerning the doce- ! single unvegencrate person iu my con-
trine of the blessed Trinity.  We can-| gregation,”  Door soul, he was in all
not explain how the Father, Son, and’ probability woegenerated himselt. Mo,
Spirit can be each one distinet and | we dare not flatter our hearers, but we |
perfect in 1limself, and yet these three must continmie to tell them that they
are one, so that there is but one God 5 are born sinners, and must he bern
yet we do verily believe it, and mean i saints, or they will never see tie lace of
to preach it, notwithstanding Unitavian, | God with aceeptance.
Sacinian, Sabellian, or any other ervor.:  The iremendeus evil of  sin—we
We shall hold that Jfast cevermore, by shall not hesttate about that.  We
the orwee of God.- ishall speak on that matter both sorror-
Aud, brethren, there will Le no un-: fullv and positively ; and, though svne
cerfain sound from us as to the dvclrine; very wise men raise diilicult questions
of atomerient.  Wo cannot leave theabout hell, we shall not tail to declurs
bload out of our ministry, or the life of the terrors of the Lord, and the fact
it will be gone 5 for we may sayv of our:that the Lord has said, # These shall wo
ministry, “ The Dload is the life there- away into everlasting punishment, bat

them, their sanctifier and Preserver,
without whom they can do no good
thing whatsoever. We shall not ay all
hesitate as to preaching that teuth.
The absolute necessity of the new
birth iz also a certainty.
down with demonstration when we
touch that point.  We shall never poi-
son our people with the notion that a
moral reformation will suflice, but we
will over and over again say o them,
“Ye must be born azain.”  We have
got into thc condition of the Scoteh
minister, who whea old John Maeden-

“'c cone

of.”  The proper substitution of Christ, - the righteous into lile cternal.”
tha vacarious saerifice of Christ on the!  Neither will we ever give an uneer-

DLebalt of His people, that they might, tain sound as to the glovious truth that
live throngh lim.  This we must pub-. salvation is all of wace. If ever we
lish till we die. 1hat

Neither can we waver in our mind
for 2 moment concerning the great and
glovinus Spivit of God—the fact of Ilis
existener, His personality, and the pow-
er of His workings; the necessity of
IIis influckees, the cettainty that no
man is regenerated except by Him;
that we are bora again by the Spirit of
God, and that the Spirit dwells in be-

ourselves are saved, we knew
sovereign grace alone hias done it, and
we feel it must bLe the same with
others.  Wo wiil publish ¢ Graco!
arace ! grace ! with all our might, liv-
ing and dying.

We shall be very decided, also, as to
justification by faith ; for salvation i
“Not of works, lest any man should
boast.” ¢ Life in a look at'the Cruci-

lievers, and is the author of all good in

fied One” will be our wmessage. Trust
=)
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in the Redeemer will be that saving
grace which we will pray the Lord to
implant in all our hearers’ hearts.

And overything else which we be-
lieve to be true in the Scriptures we
shall preach with decision. If there be
questions which may be regarded as
moot, or comparatively unimportant,
we shall speak with such a neasure of
decision about them as may be comely.
But points which cannot be moot,
«hich are cssential and fundamental,
will be declared by us without any stam-
mering, without any enquiring of the

ple, ¢ What would you wish us to
say1” Yes. and withou! the apology,
“Thase are my views, but other
people’s views may be correct.” We
ought to preach the gospel, not as owr
giews at all, but as the mind of God—
whe testimony of Jehovah concerning
His own Son, and in reference o salva-
tion for lost men. If we had been
entrusted with the making of the gos-
pel, we miuht huve altered it to suit
the taste of this modest century, but
never havine deen employed to originate
the gow! siews, but merely to repeat it,
we dare not stir beyond the record.
What we have been taught of God we
teach. If we do mot do this, we are
not fit for our position. If I havea
servant in 1y house, and I send a mes-
sage by her o the door, and she amends
it, on her own anthority, she may take
away the very soul of the message by
80 duing, and she will be responsible
for what she has done. She will not
Jong remain in my employ, for I need
a servapt who will repeat what I say,
as narly -as possible, word for word ;
and if she doues so, I am responsible for
the message, she is not. If any one
shoukl he angry with her on account of
what she said, they would be very
unjust ; their quarrel lies with me, and
not with the person whom I employ to
act as mouth for me. He that hath
God’s Word, let him speak it faithfully,
and he will have no need to answer
guinsyers, except with a “ Thus saith

the Lord.” This, then, iz the matter
concerning which we are decided.

How are we to show this decision$
We need not be careful to answer this
question, our decision will show itaelf
in its own way. If we really believe a
truth, we shall be decided about it.
Certainly we are not to show our
decision by that obstinate, furious,
wolfish bigotry which cuts oft every
other body from the chanca and hope
of salvation and the possibility of being
regenerate or even decently honest if
they happen to differ from us about the
colour of a scale of the great leviathan.
Some individuals appear to be raturally
cut on the cross; they are manufactured
to be rasps, aud raep they will. Soener-
than not quarrel’ with you they weuld
raise a question upon the colour of”
invisibility, or the weight of a non.ex-'
istent substance. They are up in arms
with you, not because of the importence
of the question under discussion, but
because of the far greater importance of -
their always being the Pope of the
party. Dou't go about the world with
vour fist doubled up for fighting, carry-
ing a theological revolver in the leg of
your trousers. There is no sease in
being a sort of doctrinal game-cock, to
be carried about to show your spirit, or-
a terrier of orthodoxy, ready to tackle
heterodox rats by the seore.  Practise
the suaviter tn modo s well as the
Jortiter in ve. DBe prepared to fight,
and always have your sword buckled
on your thigh, bat wear a seabband;
there cau be no sense in waving your
weapon about before everyh.dy’s eves
to provoke conflict, aftcr the manner of
our beloved friends of the Lmersld
Isle, who arc said to take their coats off
at Donnybrook Fair, and drag them
along the ground, crying out, while
they flourish their shillelahs, “ Will
any gentleman be so good as to tread
on the tail of my coat?” There are
theologians of such warm, generous
blood, that they are never at peace till
they are fully engaged in war.

! ufm
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If you really believe the goepel, you
will be decided for it in more sensible
ways. Your very tone will betray your
sincerity ; you will speak like a man
who has something to say, which he
Zuows to be true.  lave you ever
watched a rogue when he isabout to tell
a falschod?l  lave you noticel the
way in which he has mouthed 67 It
takes a long time to be able to tell a lie
well, for the facial organs wers not
originally constituted and adapted for
the complacent delivery of fulschood.
When a man knows he is telling you
the truth, cverything ahout him cocreb-
orates his singerity. Auy accomplished
crosg-examining Jawyer knows within a
little whether a witness is genuine or a
deceiver.  Truth has her own air and
manner, her own tone and cempha-
sis. Yonder is a Dblundering ignorant
comntry fellow in tho witness box;
the counsel tries to bamboozle and con-
fuse him, if possible, but all the while
‘he feels he s an honest witness, and he
says to himself, *“ I shouid like to shake
this fellow's cvidence, for it will greatly
damage my side of the question.”  There
ought to be always that same air of trath

. about the Christian minister; only as he

is not only bearing witness to the truth,
but wants other people to feel that trath
and own the power of it, he ought to
have more decision in his tone than a
mere witness who is stating facts which
may be believed or not without any
serious consequences  foldowing aither
way. Luther was the man for decision.
Noboedy doubted that he believed what
he spoke.  He spoke with thunuer, for
there was lightning in his faith. The
man preached ail over, for his entire
nature believed.  You felt, “ Well, he
may be mad, or he may be allogether
mistaken,.but Le assuredly believes what
he says.  Heis tho incarnation of faith;
his heart is ranning over at his lips.”
If we would show decision for the
truth, wo must not only do so by our

~tone and manner, bus by our daily
.actions. A man’s life is always more, perfume tcreams from every bough of

L]

forcible than his speech ; when men
take stock of him they reckon his deeds
as pounds and his words as pence. If
his life and his doctrines disagree, t)s
mass of lookers-on aceept his practiceand
reject hispreaching, A man may know
a great deal about truth, and yut bea
very damaging witness on its behalf, be.
canse he is no credit to it.  The quack
who in the classic story cried up an in-
fallible cure for colds, coughing and
sneczing between every sentence of his
panegyrie, may serve as the image aud
symbol of an unholy minister.  The
Satyrin Esop’s fable was indignant with
the man who blew hot and cold with
the same mouth, and well he might i,
I can conceive no surer method of pro-
judicing men against the truth than by
sounding her praises through the lips of
men of suspicious character. When the
devil turned preacher in our Lord’s day,
the Master bade him hold his peace ; he
did not care for Sataunic praises. It i3
very rilticulous to hear good trath from
a bad man ; it is like flour in a coal-sack,
When [ was last in one of our Scotiish
towns I heard of an idiot at the asylum,
who thought himsclf a great historic
character.  With much solemnity the
poor fellow put himself into an impres-
sive attitnde and exelaimed, 7 am Sir
William Wallace ! Gie me a bit of baeer”
The descent from Sir Walliam Walkiweo
to a piece of tobacew was too absurd for
gravity ; yet it was neither so absurd
nor 0 sad a8 to see a professed ambrwa-
dor of the cross covetous, worldly, pas-
siona'e, or sluggish. How strange it
would be to hear 2 mau say, “Ilama
servant of the Most Iligh God, and 1
will go wherever I can get the most
salary. I am called to labor for the
glory of Jesus only, and X will go no-
where unless the church is of most
respectable standing.  For me to live is
Christ, but I cannot do it under five
hundred pounds per annum.”

Brother, if the truth be in thee it will
flow out of thine entire being as the



THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

263~

the sandal-wood tree ; it will drive thee
onward as the trade-wind speeds the
ships, filling all their sails; it will con-
sumo thy whole nature with its energy
as tho forest fire burns up all the trees
of the wood. Truth has not fully given

If, my brethren, we lmvc followship
mth thoe Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot
be made to doubt the fnm‘mxnont.xls of
the Gospel; neither can wo be undecided.
A glimpse of the thorn-crowned head
and pierced hands and feet is a sure cure

thee her friendship till all thy dom"s for “modern thought” and all its vaga-
are marked with her seal. | vics. (wt into the “Rock of Ages, oldt
We must show our decision for the | for you,” and you will abhor tlw qulcl\-
truth Ly the sacrifices wo are ready to sand. That eminent American preacher,
make. Thisis, indeed, the most thuont the seraphic Summarfield, when he lay
as well as the most trvmg method.  We'a. dying, turned round ‘o a friend in the
must Ve ready to give up anything and  room and said, “I have taken a look into
everything for the sake of the prmcx')lcs cternity. O]l, if T ¢onla come back and
we have e~pou<od, and must be ready to! preach again, how differently would I
offend our best supporters, to alienate, preach from what T have done hefure
our warmest friends, sooner than b-,he"lal\c a look into eternity, brethren, if
our consciences.  We must be ready to you want to be dec ided.  Remember
s begars in purse, and offscourings in; how Avheist met Christian and Hopeful
nput.uum, rather than act trmcherously Jon the road to the New Jerusalem, and
We can die, but we cannot deny the ,s'nd “There is no celestial country, I
trath. The cost is already counted, and | have gone a long way, and could not
we are determined to buy the truth at Jfind it”  Then Christian said to Hope-
any price and sell it at no price. Too! ful, “Did we not see it from the top of
little of this spirit is abroad now-a-days. ,\Iount Clear, when we were with the
Men have a saving faith, and save their shepherds?’ There was an answer ! So
own persons from trouble; they have;when men have said, “There is no
grat discernment, and Kknow on \\]uch Christ—there is no trath i religion,”
side their bread is buttered ; they are'we have rplied to them,  Iave we not
Jarge hearted, and are all ‘hings to all | sat under his shadow with great delight §
men, it by any means they may save o, Was not his'fruit sweet unto our taste ?

sunt.

There ave plenty of curs about,; Go with your secpticisms to these whe

who would follow at the heel of any ,do not know in whomthey havebelieved.

man who would keep them in meat.
They are ameng the first to bark at de-
ciston, and c:\ll it obstinato dogmatism,
and ignorant bigotry. Their condem-
natery verdict eauses us no distress; it
is what we expected.

Abuve all we must show our zeal for
the truth by continually, in season and
out of season, endeavoring to maintain
it in the tenderest and most loving
manner, but still very ecarnestly and
fir=ly.  We must not talk to our con-
gng.xuuns as if we were half asleep.
Our preaching must not bo articulate
snering.  There must be power, life,
cuem, vigour. 'Wo must throw our
whele selves into it, and show that the
262l of God's houso has caten us up.

We havo tasted and handled the goud
word of life. What we have seen and
heard, that we do testify ; and whether
men receive our testimony or not, we
cannot but speak it, for we speak what
we do know, and testify what we have
seen.” That, my brethren, is the sure
way to be decided.

And now, lastly, why should we at
this particular age be decided and bold ¥
Wo should be so because this age is a
doubting age. It swarms with doubters

as Egypt of old with frogs. You rub
against them everywhere, ‘\vr\'bo‘ly

is doubting ever, vtlung, not ‘m(.rc.y in
religion but in politics and in social
economics, in everything indeed. - It is
tho era of progress, and 1 suppose it
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must be the age, therefore, of unloosen-
ing, in order that the whole body politic
mey move on a little further. Well,
brethren, as the age is doubting, it is
wise for us to put our foot down and
stand still where wo ave sure we have
trath beneath us.  Perhaps, if it were
an age of bigotry, and men would not
learn, we might be more inclined to lis-
ten to new teachers ; but now—the-Comr?
servative side must be ours, ov rather
the Radical side, which is the truly
Conservative side.  We must go back
to the radix, or root of truth, and
stand sternly by that which God has
revealed, and so meet the wavering of
the age.

Moreover, after all, this is not an;
carnestly doubting age: we live among’
a careless, {rivolous race.  1If the doubt-:

—
is nothing less than an age of millinery
and dolls and comedy. Even good
peoplo do not believe out and out aq
their futhers used to do. Some even
among Nonconformists are shzmwl‘ully
lax in their convictions; they have fow
masterly convictions such as would lead
them to the stake, or even to impuson-
ment,  Molluses have taken thu place of
men, and men ave turned to jelly-lishes,
Far from us be the desire to imitato
theni

We must be decided.  What have
Dissenters been doing to a great extent
lately but trying to befine? low many
of our ministers are laboring to be grnd
orators or intellectual thinkers? That
is not the thing. Our young mimsters
have been dazzled by that, and have
gone oft to bray like wild asses under

ors were honest there would be more! the notion that they would then be re-

infidel places of concourse than there
are; but infidelity as an organised com-
munity does not prosper.  Infidelity in
London, open and avowed, has come
down to one old corrugated iron shed
opposite St. Luke's. T believe that is
the present position of it.  “The Hall
of Science,” 1s il not called?  Its litera-
ture was carried on for a long time in
half a shop in Fleet Street, that was all;
it could manage to support, and I don’t
know whether even that half-shop is used
now. It is a poor doting, drivelling
thing. In Tom Paine’s thue it bullied
like a vigorous blasphemer, but it was
outspoken, and in its own way, down-
right and carnest in its outspokenness,
It commanded, in former days, some
names which one might mention with a
measure of respeet ; Huwme, to wit, and
Bolingbroke, and Voltaire were great in
talent, if not in chamacter.  But where
now will you find a lobbes or a Gib-
bon?  The doubters now are simply
doubters because they do not care about
truth at all.  They ave indifferent alto-
gether.  Modern scepticism is playing
and toying with truth; and it takes to
“modern thought” as an amusement, a8

ladies take to croquet or archery. This

puted to have come from Jerusalem, or
to have been reared in Germany. The
world has found them out. There is
aothing now I beliove that genuine
Churistians despise more than the funlisit
affectation of intellectualism.  You will
hear a good old deacon say, * Mr. No-
and-so, whom we had here, was a very
clever man, and preached wondestul
sermons, but the cause has gone dwwn
through it.  Woe can havdly support the
minister, and we mean next time to have
ane of the old fashioned ministers hack
again who believe in something and
preach it.  There will be noadditien to
our church else.”  Will you g out and
tell people that you believe you can say
something, but you hardly know what;
you arc not quite swre that what you
preach is correct, but the trust-deed re-
quires you to say it, and therefore you
say it?  Why, you may cause fools and
idiots to be pleased with you, and you
will be suro to propagate infidelity, but
you cannot do more. When a prophet
comes forward he must speak as from
the Lord, and if he cannot do that, let
him go back to his bed. It is quite cer-
tain, dear friends, that now or never wo

must be decided, because the ago i8
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manifestly drifting. }{ou cannot watch
for twelve montha without seeing how
it is going down the tide; th.e anchprs
are pulled up, and the vessel is floating
to destruction. It is drifting now, as
near as I can tell you, south-cast, and is
nearing Cape Vatican, and if it drives
much furtherin that direction it will be
on the rocks of the Roman reef. We

truth, and drag her back. I should be
glad if I could take her round by Cape
Calvin, vight up into the Bay of Calvary,
and anchor her in the fair haven which
is close over by the Cross. God grant
us grace to do it. We must have a
strong hand, and have our steam well
up, and defy the current; and so by
Gold’s grace we shall both save this age

must get aboard her, and connect her |and the generations yet to come.

with the glorious steam-tug of gospel

2etey,

“SHOWELS OF BLESSING.” ’

1 will make them a blessing: there shall be
showers of hiessing.” Ezek. xxxiv, 20. ‘

Thou art sending showers of blessing,
Lord, on many a Geutile hewrt 3

Hear Thy chiildren’s prayer that 1srael
In this gift may share & part.

Pour on them Thy Holy Spirit.—
Spirit of all grace and prayer ;

Draw them ta the cross of Jesus,
May they see their Saviour there.

Long have they His love rejected,
Cherished hatred in their breast 5

Like their futhers, when they shouted,
“¢ Let His blood upon us rest.”

Lerd, that ery which rent the hieavens
Brought on them long yeurs of woe ;

They have known Thy power to smite them,
Let them now Thy merey kuow.

May they look on him they piereed, |
and with deepest sorrow mourn H

For their own Messiah, hated,—
Met with mockery and scorn.

It them see the open Fountain,

P'rove its power to cleanse each stain ;
Fathier, hear out cry for Isvacl,

Pour on them thy plenteons rain.

Lo, we plead Thine ancient promise,
To the louse of Isracel given ;

“1 will send the showers of blessing,—
The refreshing rain from heaven.”

Jewish Herald.
March, 1874, :

THE LESSON OF THE WATER-WHEEL.

Listen to the water-nill !
Through the livelong day,

How the clicking of its wheel
Wears the hours away.

Languidiy tife antumn wind
Stirs the greenwood leaves ;

Frow the field the reapers siug,

Jinding up their sheaves.

And a proverb haunts my mind,
As a spell is east—

“‘The mill cannot grind .-
With the water that is past.”

Autumn winds revive no more
Leaves that once are shed,
Aud the sickle cannot reap
Corn onre gathered ;
Aund the raffled stream flows on,
Tranquil, deep, and still,
Never gliding back again
T'o the water-mill.
Trulv speaks the proverd old,
With a meaning vast —
“Ihe mill cannot grind
With the water that is past.,”

Take the lesson to thyself,
Loving heart and trae.

Golden years are flecting by ;
Youth is passing too ;

Learn to make the most of life,
Love while life shall last,

“ The mill cannot grind
With the water that is past.”

Waork while yet the daylight shinese
Men of strength and will ;

Never does the streamlet glide
Useless by the mill.

Wait not till to-morrow’s sun
Beam upon thy way ;

ta e xldh
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All that thou canst call thine own
Livs in thy fo-day.

Power, and intellect, and health
May not always last,

“The mill caunot grind
With the water that is past.”

Oh the wasted hours of life
That have drifted by !

Ol the good that might have been,
Lost without a sigh!

Love, that we might onee have saved
By a single word,

Thounshts conceived, but never penncd,
Perishing unheard. '

Take the proverb to thyself,
Take and hold it fast—

¢ The mill cannot grind”
With the water that is past.”

Sudbury Leaflets,

“CHRIST WILL TAKE ME IN,
MOTHER."

The last words of a young wife, suddenty laid on a
dying bed, were, *“ Christ has opened the door, mother,
and He will take mo in.”

The light is fading fast, mother, life’s sun is
neirly set,

And neer on carth we'll meet again, where
we so oft have met ¢

I sce the golden gates appear, the city free
from sin,

The doors are open wide, mother, and Christ
will take me in.

My life on earth has not been long, and yet,
my mother dear,

I've drunk the cup of sorrow decp, and shed
the weary tear;

But shadows ne'er shall cross my path upon
the sapphire floor,

And Christ will take me in, mother, he opens
wide the door. .

Then, mother, do not weep for me ; and father,
do not sigh;

You'll come and meet me yonder in our home
beyond the sky—

Beside the pearly gates, mother, I'll watch and
wait for you;

The Christ who took your Maggie in, will
make you welcome too.

And sisters, you must meet me there, amid the
angel band ;

Our cyes shall never be downcast in that
happy, happy land ;

The air is free from fevered dreams and
tainted breath of sin ;

The doors are open wide, mother, aud Christ
will take me in.

Ileft Him long outside, mother, aye knocking
at my heart,

But still He's proved a Friend to me, whom

death can never part ;

He wushed my crimson stains, mother, He

made me white as sunow ;

He opes the golden gates, mother, and bids

me onward go.

I do not grieve to leave the world, with such
2 home in view,

And Jesus still on carth remains to guide you
onward too ;

On angel wings I'll watch you, from you star-
gemmed azure floor ;

And Christ will make you welcome all, He
opens wide the Joor,

Farewell ! farewell ! carth’s shores grow dim,
—[ see the light of day,

Tho angels wait on snowy wings to bear me
faraway ;

It's only for a little while,—soon, soou again
we'll meet ;

T tryst you there, my loved ones, ‘mong the
stars at Jesuy’ feet,

WiLLIAM MITCHELL.
B, Messenger.

THE GREAT QUESTION.
¢ What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world and loso his own sout 2 (Manrk wii. 36).

Comes a voice like love’s own music
T'o a heart which hope hath fled,

Falling like the dew of evening
On the earth long parched and dead ;

Spreads it like the morning breaking,
Pensive as the evening's light,

On the listening car soft stealing,
Like a distant harp at night ;—

¢ 0 ye sad and weary wanderers,
Sailing o'er life’s troubled sea,

Cease your efforts, cease your toiling,
Come and find your rest in Mk t”

Steals his voice o’cr childhood breaking
Like the light of early morn,

Flooding age with truth’s own beauty,
And the joy of wisdom born ;

In our work and days of brightness,
In our sickness, in our pain,

Comes this voice all pensive pleading,
Pleading still and yet again ;—

““ What is all your sowing, reaping,
Binding sheaves of golden grain'?

Weary worker, will you answer
What the worth of all your gain ?

¢« Thoughtless wanderer o'cr life's ocean,
Aged pilgrim, bent with care,
Anxious statesman, toiling merchant,

Joyous maiden bright aud fair ;
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Artist bending o'er the easel,
Soldier wounded in the fight,
Student heart-sick, sad and weary,
Seeking fame by day and night ;
Will yon tell me, will you answer,
What the worth of all your gain,
Should your soul for ever perish,
Should your highest life be slain "

Should your sun now sink in darkness,
Where's the glory of your light ?

Should your star for aye be clouded,
Where's the beauty of your night

If all wealth must fail and perish,
What's the value of your gold 1

Where's the joy your toil can purchase,
When your heart lies dead and cold ?

!

Stranger ! Love now waits an answer ;
Faith life's fever must control ;

Wilt thou not let conscience answer,
What your gain if LosT THE s0UL ¢

Comes a voice like love's own music
To a heart which hope hath fled,

Falling like the dew of evening
On the earth long parched and dead ;

Spreads it like the morning breaking
Pensive as the evening's light,

On the listening ear soft stealing,
Like a distant harp at night ;—

0 ye sad and weary wanderers,
Sailing o'er life's troubled sea,

Cease your effurts, cease your toiling,
Come and find your rest in Mg

Cheiztinw Tits,

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT.

An autobiography of last century : being the
Life and Conversion of Dugald Buchanan,
as narrated by himself.

Translated for the CURISTIAN MONTULY.
CHAL. 1V,

( Continued. )

On the second day of March, 1743,
my eyes were opened, to seo my Redeem-
cr in His three oftices, by this Scripture:
—% But of Him wre ye in Christ Jesus,
who of God is mude unto us wisdom,
and  rightcousness, and sanctijication,
and redemption.” 1 Cor. 1. 30. I got
such a glorious sight of the Lord Jesus
from these words as I can never express
in words.

Isaw Jesus (1) as my Wispox or
prophet, anointed by the JFather to this
office, to teach me tho will of God ; to
teach me also the character of God, who
since Adaw’s fall is an unknown God to
men, till they are taught by this Wis-
poxt ; to teach me also the worship of
God, in which men are ready to take the
shadow for the substance since the day
Satan first deceived our first parents,
I saw Jesus (2) as my RIGHTEOUSNESS
or priest, and the need I had of Him in
this office, as I had no righteousness of
my own that could stand before a holy
God, for He had revealed to me the

spirituality of His Jaw which reaches to
the Zcart, and the motives, and the
thoughts, as well as to the outward
deeds. DBy this discovery my mouth
was closed, and I became guilty before
God. (Rom. iii. 19). Atthe same time
I was convinced I could not, by my own
doings or sufferings, satisfy God's justice
but it pleased God to reveal Christ to
me as “holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners,” as a lamb without
spot or blemish fo carry mysin.  Tsaw,
thus, that it was through His dloo-d that
my sing were to be forgiven, that it was
Christ’s obedienco to the demands of the
law and Ilis suflerings of its penalty,
that sccured my exemption from punish-
ment, that it wasin Christ’s obedience I
stood complete before God’s law, and
that this obedience can be mine only by
the constant exercise of living faith in
this Rightcousness.* I saw that it was

*The doctrines here stated, which were such
o discovery to this seeker, arv familiar in our
day to our children as houschold words. It
is very interesting to compare these doctrines
with the doctrines by which Mr. Moody is
awakening, at this prsent moment, the
churchies of Britain, and to find how exactly
alike these two men (one from the solitude of
the glens and the other from the stir of the
cities, and both tanght by the same spirit) aro
in the great fundamentals of our religion.—
Translator.

R
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a8 just for God to save me when once I
came within the new Covenant as it
would be just for Him to damn me
while I abode under the old Covenant.
% He iz faithful and just to forgive our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness.” (1Johni.9). WhenI thus
saw the righteousness of God’s eternal
Son made over to me (by way of repres-
entation) from Him, as the head of the
Covenant, my soul leaped for joy, and
T opened mine eyes as it were in a new
world, and saw glorious things that were
hitherto hidden from me. I then got
great light from reading Paul’s letters to
the Galatians, to the Romans, &e. I
saw that the bed was long enough for
me to stretch my weary soul on it, and
that tho covering was wide enough to
cover me ngked and guilty. I rejoiced,
thereforo, in Christ my righteousness.

I saw Jesus (3) as my IREpEMPTION OF
King who alone could deliver me, & poor
slave to my own lust and to the Devil,
who alone could, out of His exhaustless
Juluness, pay all my debts, who alone

. could deliver me from the strong man

armed, who keeps his house till my king,
stronger than he, overcomes hin, ¢ The
prey of the terrible shall be delivered, for
I w11l contend with himethat contendeth
with thee, and I will save thy children.”
Isa. xlix. 25. I saw that Christ, as
Redeemer, was fully qualified for His
office, fully able to pay the ransom,
fully able to overcome His enemies, for
it pleased God that in Him all fulness
should dwell. He is, therefore, able to
save to the uttermost: and who can
tell how far out that uttermost goes ?
Methought I saw the Conqueror coming
down from heaven and laying hold of
the dragon, the old serpent, and strip-
ping him of his armour, 7. e, darkness,
ignorance, unbelief. and giving me his
own armour, i e., light, kuowledge, faith
and love. Then 1 understood that the
salvation of the soul is a thing that all
the angels in heaven and all the men on
earth could not accemplish by all their
wealth and strength.  Yes, indeed,

nothing short of the unsearchable riches
of Christ can pay this debt : and nothing
short of the infinite power of Christ can
overcome Satan. And seeing, therefore,
Christ is made wisdom and righteous.
ness, sanctification and redemption, I
rejoice in my own weakness so that
Christ in all IHis pffices might be exalted.
I came at last to sce Christ to be all in
all, and myself—nothing. This is the
foundation of my hopes, my comfort, my
joy, my refuge. And now, O my soul,
what is your opinion of Christ? Is He
not the chief among ten thousand, and
altogether lovely ? Is He not all thy de-
sire, all thy salvation? He is, He is
indeed.

On the evening of this Sabbath,
after having spent the greater part of
the day in meditating on the fulness
that is in Christ, I saw how suitable he
was to my condition in every respect,
and I challenged my former Unbelief, as
it were, to come forward and state if he
could say anything against this Saviour,
(perfect in my esteem) revealed to me in
the Scriptures.  Unbelief dared not
accept the challenge, and, therefore, ven-
tured not to show his face. I recalled
again and again the text mentioned
above (i. Cor. i. 30) and adopted it as
my title-deed to the heavenly inherit-
ance, containing more than I can write
about or speak about. O it is exceud-
ingly broad !

Having heard a sermon from Acts
xxvi. 18, “ 7' open their eyes and to
turn them from darkness to light, §c.,”
I felt much power and life coming along
with the truth. When the preacher guve
scriptural marks of those wlose sins were
forgiven, the Spirit bore witness with
my spirit that I was among the happy
number, When the preacher said
“Come all ye whose sins are furgiven
and wonder.at the richness of God's
grace in dealing thus with you,” then
was my soul filled with astonishment at
the mercy of God toward me, so that it
was with difficulty I kept from crying

out in the congregation. After this I
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had many up-liftings and down-fallings
till the 6th of Jan. 1743, which was &
Sabbath day, on which day I went to
the parish church, when L heard the
minister insisting on the duty of attend-
ing public worship from the text * And
there I will mect with thee, and I will
commune with thee from above the mercy-
seat, from Dbetween the two Cherubim
tehich are upon the arl of the testimony.”
Exodus xxv. 22. I was glad to think
that I was in the place where God had
promised to meet with His people, and
my heart glowed with love to God. On
coming to my home my heart was
areatly enlarged, and my thoughts
burned within me, but I found my
dread enemy vain-glory raising his head
in my heart. This is the enemy that
ever mingles our wine with water, that
ever tries to rob God of his glory, and
us of the peaco we might otherwise have.
On retiring to rest that same evening, I
began to meditate on the things God
had done for my soul, and I found great
peace, in thinking of my lost state, its
misery, its danger, and my own helpless-
ness, with this Seripture that follows :
“ None eye pitied thee to have compas-
sion on thee : but thow wust cast out in
the open field to the loathing of thy per-
son in the duy that thou wast born.  And
achen I siussed by thee and saw thee pol-
lated in thine own Dlood I said unto thee,
when thow wast in thy blood, Live. Eaz.
xvi. 8, 6. O thelove that I saw in this
chapter, above what tongue can express,
when I saw Jesus drawing near to me, a
cast-away, and saying to me nive. This
was indeed a time of love to me, miser-
able worm. When he saw me in the
danger of death he set me free by his
own blood. O that infinite love! I
am only darkening it when I try to de-
seribe it. O my soul, be filled with ad-
miration at this infinite love to the
chicf of sinners. Was it anything he
saw in thee, ny soul, that caused him to
pity thee, tolove thee, to marry thee to
himself? Be astonished, O heavens, at
this love ; and ye angels, come and see

this marriage. Yo saints, tho redeemed
of the Lord, come ye not to be spesta-
tors of the ceremony, but to be partakers
of it blessings, to be yourselvesthobride,
the Lamb’s wife. Comeand meditate on
tho love of your Beloved: for thy
“Maker is thy husband, the Lord of
hosts is his name.”—Is. liv:5. O my
soul, art thou not ashamed to meot the
Bridegroom in the flthy rags of thy self-
righteousness: put on therefore, thy
beautiful garment in which alone thou
art fit to meot Him.

That night I was so overcome with
the love of God in Christ that sleep
forsook my eyes. Indeed, I never be-
fore passed such a night. In the morn-
ing I went abroad through the fields to
pray and to praise God for what he had
dono for my soul. If thore is joy over
one sinner that repenteth, how much
more ought there to be joy in that
sinner’s own heart. My ‘“joy was
unspeakable and full of glory,” for the
‘“peace of God that passcth all under-
standing” filled my soul. Returning to .
the house and reading the 108rd and
104th Psalms, X thought I could go
fully along with the Psalmist in calling
everything that has being to praise the
Lord. “The Lord is the portion of
mine inheritance and of my cup: thou
maintainest my lot: the lines are fallen
unto me in pleasant places: yea I have
a goodly hentage.—Psalm xvi.: §, 6.

This love constrained me anew to de-
dicate myself to him that loved me so
well and that bought me at such a price.
The thought of returning to a deceiving
world, and to an adversary ever busy,
lay heavy on my heart, and I sighed
alas! alas ! must I sit down again by
Babel’s streams, to weep and 16 hang my
harp on the willows! But, blessed be
God, who had given me this refreshing
meal to help in the journey that lay be-
fore me.

While I was engaged in writing these
things I was often so overcome with
feeling that I could writo nothing, and
at other times I was overcome with
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weeping ; for when I looked on him
whom I had pierced, I mourned for him,
and to keep my oyes from tears was as
impossible as to keep the snow from
melting when the sunrose on it in fervent
heat. I found great diflerenco between
this grief and my Jformer legal grief.
Legal sorvow was constrained by words
and argaments, but thissorrow was free
and sincere : it 5o possessed and governed
my soul that it was like the machinery of
a clock set in motion at one stroke, “The
words of Cluist they ave spirit and they
ave lifo.”—John vi.: 36.  On the follow-
ing day I went abroad in the fields to
meditate. My soul was filled with love
to God and with thonghts of his good-
ness. The winds had indeed bLreathed
on my garden, and the spices thercof
had flowed out.  After prayer I began

accustored to seck the Lord, and T said,

“0O my soul, behold the spot where

thou didst mourn the absence of God,

it is now a Bethel where thero is sweet
communion with him. And again, O

my soul, hehold ancther spot where you
often walked in the shadow of death,

and now in the same place the Sun of
Righteousness from the firmament of its
highest glory, the clouds having fled be-
fore him, shines forth to illumine your
heavenward path. O my soul, behold
the place where on one occasion you
were filled with despairing thoughts,
which thoughts are now turned into joy
as you fix them on that object of eternal
and infinite glory, the Lord Jesus, the
admiration of saints and of angels. But
the sights and thoughts that came to me
there are more thau I can here enumer-

to look on the places where I had been

ate.

Ghyistinn Work,

CANADA'S FUTURE MINISTERS.

Hardy and biave soldiers, led by
skilled and trained officers, constitute
the kind of army that is feared by its
enemy and honored by its country. It
is good, therefore, to sec a revived re-
ligious activity among the people, to see
laymen coming forward to speak for
Christ, and to teach what they know of
the way of salvation. Mar the number
of the hardy and brave soldiers be mul-
tiplied till the whole Church of God is
an army of warriors, each occupying the
post and using the weapons God has
given him,—like the Christians of old
preaching the word as they journeyed
along. While rejoicing in the courage
of the rank and filo of the Christian
army, it would be great folly, however,
to neglect the training of the ofticers.
He is twice a soldier who is well oslicered.
It is therefore a very hopeful sign for
Canada that its religious denominations

training of the ministry. The Wes-
lIeyans bavo established a theological
school in Montreal, the Canada Presby-
terian Church are putting up new build-
ings in Toronto, aud here in the last
number of the Cunadian Independent
we have a very clear and convineing plea
in behalf of an educated ministry, being
the address delivered by the Rev. John
Iraser, at the close of tho lato session
of the Congregational College, Montreal :

“Who denies it 3 M. Fraser argues,
“as if that settled any such discussion
“as a work of supererogation. This
"¢ crucial query were pertinent, did I sub-
“mit a thesis for debate beforo some
“TJiterary society, instead of a practical
“ matter for carnest Christian men. The
‘¢ question here is not, doesanybody dery
it ? but, has cverybody attended to it ?
“Something more is always in order to
“bo said, so long as unything morc
“remains to be done.

are giving increased attention to the

s A great advance,” Mr. Fraser goes on
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t0 say, “has been made in the Education
“of the Ministry throughout the Do-
+“minion within a fow years. It would
“bo hard now to find such a rare avis,
43 T am old enough o remember in the
“case of an enthusiastic preacher who
“applied to his pulpit ministrations the
“ instructions our Blessed Lord addressed
“to His immediate followers, not to
“ ¢ premediate’ a dofence when put on |
“trial before rulers and magistrates. |
“And when, from having an active
“turn of mind, he was led to think of
“tho text he had chosen on his way to
Sthe pulpit, ho outwitted, as he sup-
“posed, his arch-enemy, by choosing a
“new text when he got there. Inno
“dcenomination is this general progress
“more marked than in the case of those
¢ providentially raised up to do a pioneer
“work in the country. They now take
“the lead on this continent in the vast
“sums they contribute towards the en-
“dowment of their colleges. When
“thus the last are first, it will not do
“for us to ‘rest on our laurels,’ thus
“fulfilling the Scripture, ‘and there are
“first that shall be last.””

We cannot make room here for the
-argament by which the lecturer sustains
tho position, one of th- glories of English
Congregationalism, that the Christian
Ministry should be educated up to the
best point attainable in its day and
country, but we must make room for
this closing remark, wisely conceived
-and well expresse?d :—

“I close with a single observation,
“which I add, though I fear I have not
“only ecxhausted my time but your
“patience; and that is, that the course
“ hero must be thorough enough to con-
“stitute an education. It is not at
“present any too long. In ordinary
“circumastances it should not be abridged.
“In our eager, impatient, over-excited
“age and country, the student is ready
“‘to suppose that the time devoted to
“ Pagan classics might better be devoted
“to spiritual work. The Churches do

“‘not sce any reason why they should not

“call ard gettle tho youthful Apollos,
“who visits thom.  And the College
“dircctors, perhaps against their bettor
“judgment, reluctantly acquiesce in the
“arrangement. Now this is more fool-
“jsh than for an artisan to go to his
“work without tools, or the hands
“trained to use them; or for an archi-
“tect hastily to run up a house on no
¢ foundation, or an.insullicient founda-
“tion. Kvery architect knows that the
“foundation should bear a certain pro-
“portion to tho size and height of the
“building. A naturalist can determino
“from the period of the growth, the
“Jongevity of a race or species. And
“gvery educator knows that if it takes -
“timg to train the hand or eye for
sgkilled labor, it must take much moro
« to secure the full, harmonious working
“of all the human powers, physical,
« intellectual, and spiritnal—to prepare
“tho whole man in fact as an instru-
“ment of Divine grace to operate on
“other men of avery variety, for their
“cternal well-being.  Education is no
¢ forced, hot-house process. The young
“brethren are here not to cram for a
“ gpecial oceasion, but to form intellect-
“ual tastes, to acquire habits of study,
“and to master at least the rudiments
“of knowledgé. Wheu, after years spent.
*hero, duty flowers into privilege, when
“work of this kind develops into play,
“when patient plodding becomes a pure
“and high enjoyment—then, and nos
«till then, they may bo said to be edu-
¢ cated.”

FEDERATION OF PRESBYTERTAN CHURCHES,

The time will come, though not likely
in our day, when in the whole woild
there will be but one Holy Catholic
Church. In that direction we see the
Christian world moving when we seo
the different Methodist and Presbyterian
Churches drawing closer together. In
all'the Presbyterian General Assemblies
throughout the world there will be dis-
cussed this year the proposal to unite
all Churches of that name and nature
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into one great federation, in which, al-
though each church will remain as it is
at present, there will be a Uniox for
questions of a gencral nature.  The
benefits to be got from this Uxiox are
well put, under the heads following, in
language indeed that would hold good
in the case of other denominations and
even for a more general federation :—

«1st. It would exhibit before the
“world the substantial unity, quite
¢ consistent with minor diversities, of
“the one great family of Presbyterian
“ Churches.

“2nd. It would greatly tend to hold
“up and strengthen weak and struggling
“ Churches, by showing that they are
¢ mombers of a large body. The Pro-
“ testant Churches of the Continent of
“Europe, for example, feel the great
“neced of sympathy and support from
“ churches more favourably situated.

“3rd. It would enable Churches which
“are not inclined 1o organic union, to
¢« manifest their belief in the unity of the
¢ Church and to fraternize with those
“whom they love, while they still

“hold to their distinctive testimony.

“ 4th. Lach Presbyterian Church
“would become acquainted with the
4constitution and wark of sister churches, '
“and their interest in each other would
“bo proportionately increased. Some
“might be led in this way to sce in
“other Churches excellencies which
$they would choose to adupt.

“5th. The Churches may thus be
“led to combine in behalf of the truth,
“and against prevalent errors; as, for
““instance, to defend the obligations of
$‘the Sabbath, to resist the insidious
“ efforts of the Papacy, especially in the
“matier of education, and to withstand
¢ Infidelity in its various forms.

“Gth. Without interfering with the
“freco action of the Churches, this
“Council might distribute judicionsly
“tho evangelical work in the great field
¢¢which is the world; allocating a
“¢ sphere to each, discouraging the plant-

“ing of two congrogations where one

“might serve, or the establishment of
“ two missions at one place, while hun-
“ dreds of other places have none. In
“this way the resources of the Church
“would be husbanded, and her energies
‘“ concentrated on great enterprises.

“ From such a Council, hallowed and
*“quickened by the Redeemer’s presence,
“there might proceed, as from a heart,
“new impulses of spiritual life, bring-
“ing every member of the Chureh into
“closer fellowship with his Divine
“Master, into decper affection for his
“Drethren for his Master's sake, and into
“more entire consecration of all his
“ powers to the Master’s work.”

FRATERNITY OF UNITED METHODISM.

In regard to a similar union among
the Mathodists, the Mcthodist Recorder
thus writes in a recent issue:—

“The fraternity of a United Metho-
“dism ought not merely to te looked
“forward to as ‘a consummation most
“ devoutly to be wished,” but most cer-
“tainly and confidently to be expected
“and waited for. We all have the
“same illustrious ancestry ; we inherit
“the same glorious traditions : we have
“a common history, emblazoned with
“the names of the same great Gospel
“heroes and heroines, and with the
“wnparalleled recordsot spiritual achieve-
“ment and worol conquest. It is true
“there are diversities of operations
“amongst us, ahd differences of gifts and
 administration, our cconomical ar-
“raugements and methods are in some
“*respects varied and diversified ; but
“the things in which we agree, in which
“we are alike, in which we are essen-
“tially one, ar¢ far more numerous and
“infinitely more important than the
“things in which we differ.  We all
“accept the same doctrinal standards
“and formularies; we hold and preach
“the same evangelical truths ; we main-
“tain in substance the same institutions,
“the central ordinance of Christian
“communion, the itinerant system, and
“the Connexional form of Church or-
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 panization ; we siug the samo incom-
#parable hymns; we cultivate and
“tostify to the same experience of con-
“seions pardon and perfect love; we
“witness the same blessed  results of
“weonversion and revival ; we observe
«the same ccelesiastical order, both in
“our public worship and in our private
“means of grace; we cherish the same
«warm hearty family fecling, the same
“brotherliness and sociability of Chris-
“tan intercourse; and, above all, we
“keep alive the same evangelistic zeal,
“the same aggressive and propagandist
“ spirit, the same missionary enthusiasm
“for onward progress and universai
* extension, the same passion for saving
“souls which has been the inspiration
“of Methodism from the first.”

LORD ARDMILLAN ON CHRISTIAN WORK.

There are, in Dritain, few men of
higher legal attainments and of wider
knowledge than lord Ardmillan. e

¢ claim and to urge the acceptance of
“the gospel, let us work and trust and
“pray, and never despair.  Awid all
‘" discouragetments, let us always remem-
“ber that the very Ulest can only be
“saved by graco, and that the very
“worst are not beyoud the reach of that
“grace. What would become of our-
“selves if, from our carelessness and
“ seltishness and sinfulness, aud from all
“our wilful and wayward wanderings,
“we were not sought aud brought back
“by the same frco grace whizh we
“would commend in all humility and
“ earnestness to the acceptance of others
“We dare not be confident in ourselves,
“ but He in whom we trust will carry
“safely home all who are really His
“own., Even in ordinary times it is
“ plainly the duty of Christians to do
“what they can to reclaim these dis-
1“charged prisoners, for if nothing is
“done it i3 nearly certain that they, or
!“ the greater part of them, will fall back

has for years identified himself with the ¢ into crime. But thereare special oppor-
Church of Christ, and has often spoken | “ tunities and encouragements at present
boldly of our Lord beforc high and low, | “ to Christian efforts which I cannot
but we can sce now in his addresess, “omit to notice. No candid and intel-
more of the fulness and freeness of the “ligent observer can dvult that there
Gospel than ever before. He has evi- | “ has been, and still is, a great work of
dently beon refreshed in soul by the, “ good in the midst of us—a work of
shower from on high, and speaks in this | *awakening, of compuuction, of revaval,
fashion at a meeting in Greenock, called ; “ and of conversion. A great blessing
to consult about the care of prisoners, ¢ has followed the labours of our friends
after they aro discharged from prison :— | “from America and thoss who have

“ It is not so much within the prison ; “aided them, and it is, L hope, spreading
“as at tho gate of the prison, and at|“and decpening. Dut the work is not
“the time of quitting the prison, that a i “of man ; it is a gree, and therefure of
“ wise Christian beneticence can do most | God, and men, even the most carnest
“good. The only pride which can be, <“aud able, are butinstruments in God’s
* coysistent with Cheistian humility is|“ hands.  None accept this trith more
“the honourable pride of conscious suc-; “ unreservedly than Mr. Moudy and Mr.
‘“cess in duty, in raising the fallen and { * Sankey, whose ministrations have been
“reclaiming the wanderers, and saving | “so greatly blessed. I think it a hope-
“souls by bringing them to Jesus. |“ful characteristic of this movement, of
““This good work does, however, require |  which I speak from personal observa-
“strenuous and porsevering cfforts, for ¢ tion at many mectings, that there has
‘“there are many difficulties and many | “been so little self-exalt-tion and so
“discouragements. Offenders just lib-|“ much sobricty, and simplicity, and
“orated from prison are generally not | humility, combined with deep convie-
“hopeful subjects. In attempts to re-|“tions and fervent fecling. I hope this
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“will continue. I trust that the reality
“of the work may be manifested in the
“new heart and new life of converts.
“But thero will ba disappointments.
“ Wo cannot expect every apparent con-
“version to he abiding, or every verbal
“ profassion to be real and sincere. But
“ still many are so, and we should hope
“all things, and leave the result in
“God’s hands. If at this time, aud
“amid these influences, your society can
“Yhring discharged priseners out of the
“Launts and habits of erime and under
“ the scope and urgent pressure of God’s
““gracious offers of merey, then the bles-
“sing, the double blessing on him that
“gives and him that takes, will rest on
“your work and on yowrsselves. As
“there is scarcely any future on earth
“ more miserable than that which awaits
“some of these poor prisoners if you, or
“such as you, do notinterpose, so there
¢“is no future more blessed than what
“may be theirs if you can bring them
“to the gospel or take the gospel to
“them, and by prayerful efforts can in-
“duce them to accept the free and full
“salvation which God in His grace
offers.”

BITTER WATERS SWEETENED.

It is thus that the Editor of the
Family Treasury writes of the fruits of
the noon prayer-mecting on the party
spirit that was very strong and violent
in that city for some timo back, in con-
nection with the agitation for union :—

“The direct and immediate trnits of
“the nocn prayer-meetings are very
“ many and very precions. T shall give
“a specimen.  The Presbytery of the
¢ Free Church was moved toappoint an
“extraordinary meeting—a conference,
“to which all their elders and deacons
“were invited, and private as regards
“the press, for the purpose of consider-
“ing what the movement weant for us,
“and what special measures it might
“ demand orsuggest. The ecting was
“ very large; its tone and spirit wero
“very remarkable. For some years

“ past, until May of last year, a distres.
“sing internal war Las raged among us
“in regard to union. Although « flood
“ had passed over the land, tuese differ-
‘“ences could not have been more com-
‘“ pletely swept away. Men kave bLeen
“lifted up nearer to Christ, and they
“have to their surprise found them-
“selves much closer to onc another.
“The tono of the conference was tender,
“ and humble,and devout, and brotherly
“in a degree far exceediug anything
 within the experience of the cldest of
“us. Therc was not a jarring note.
“The meeting threw light for me on
“the Lord’s meaning when He said,
* ¢ Txeept yo reccive the kingdom as a
“little child, ye shall not enter it
“When great warrior men are melted
“down by the Spirit into little babes,
“they scem to get into the kingdowm
“more ecasily than when they march
‘“ against each other with their armour
“on. The meeting was too short. The
“mind of the brethren seemed to be—

‘1 have heen there, and still would go ;

"Tis like a little heaven Lelow.”

« Accordingly we adjourned for a week,
“and held another conference of a simi-
“lar kind to-day. At the close, my
“thoughts took this form: Xormerly
“ these meetings of Presbytery reminded
“ one of the watcers of Jericho, sometimes
there was not a little bittcrness. In-
¢ stead of refreshing, the draught scalded
“our lips. But some prophet of the
“Tord has passed by, and thrown ¢ the
“branch’ into the well ; for its waters
“to.day are very sweet. ¢The Lord
“ hath done great things forus ; where-
“fore we are glad.’

“ A shilar spirit is spreading in many
“ parts of Scotland. Some who, in the
“various country towns and villages,
“ ¢wait for the consolation of Isracl,
* come over to Edinburgh,and attend the
“noon mecting fora day ortwo. When
““these return, they communicate with
“their fricnds. An evangelistic union
““ meeting is arranged ; a demand reaches

“Edinburgh for one or more to coms
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agver and help; and so this new fiery
«eross i carried from mountain-ridge
«to nountainridge, summoning the
«Clns to the standard of the Princo of
«peace. Great labour falls on those
«who are able-bodied, as well as spirit-
«ully qualified; butif the work is
wsevere, the joy is like the joy of
« Jarvest, and they do not fecl the

« burden.”
THE CONVENTION AT GLASGOW.

A gathering of 5,000 Christian

will affect the matter of our preaching,
the great doctrines on which we may
expect God’s Spirit to send blessimg,
In this city, the great doctrines which
the Spirit has sealed ave such as these:
—1. A living, personal, holy Ged, who
is also our juldge. 2. An atoning
Saviour. 3. Iree and full salvation to
sinners of every degree. 4. Regenera-
tion of the Hoely Spirit, the Word, unto
newness of life.  None of these are
doctrines taught by the ¢advanced

thinkers of our day ; for they begin to
Dut

workers,—professors, ministers, physi-;doubt even a personal God !’
cians, Sabbath teachers,—has been held {these are the doctrines of God’s Word,
lately ia Glasgow. “Lhere were many jand in all rcvivgtl‘ work these ate em-
excellent specches made.  In substance, | ployed by thl'} Spirit of Gad. Wherever
Dr. Fairbairn spoke as fellows :— these are ecliminated, Chustiamty has
“de gave his unhesitating testimony | been turned into philosophy, and 1s no
that God was working a great work in | more religion ; and its power 1s gone.
the midst of us. Ile had heard and|To my younger brethren, let me say, at
witiessed nob a little both of the teach- | the same time, that we must also preach
ing and the results of that teaching, and jand unfold the whole counsel of God.
so firmly believed this movement to be | Lhore is a danger of some who throw
the work of the living God, that hejthemselves into this movement getting
would not lift a finger against it, as hejinto & way of ot prepaving what they
valaed all he now possessed, and all by preach.  But we must feed ourselves if
hoped for in the world to come! IHejwe are to feed others. 1 have always
then took a special point, viz., the effect l observed that that man is most success-
which this movement ought to have onful who gives much attention to his
those who were at the head of it. All;preparations for the Lord's-day.”
my past experience (said the Principal), Mr. Moody gave a closing lecture :
has led meto the conclusion that such a;  “ Before commencing s Iecture on
movement as the present helps forward ; Werks, Mr. Moody prayed  again,
an evangelical ministry mightily. 1f it e solemnly asked that *tihns, the last
hiad no other effect than drawing all such )hour that we should ever all spend to-
ministers near the lord, the great Source | gether on earth, might b very memora-
and Fountain, it would have been a!ble, and that the influence of this con.
great resnit.  Nothing tends more to ; vention might be felt on the shores of

quicken ministers than such movements,
for we then see that in the word of the
gospel we have a living instrument in
our hands, It isonly a soul full of faith
wnd grace that is fitted to mako others
fiol; and such a soul cannot rest in a
mere vutward ministty. We rnust be
like that noblo description of a winner
of souls in 1 Cor. ix. 19-23: *For
though I be free from all men,’ cte.
Theto is, also, another mark which such
4 movement will leave behind ; viz, it

cternity. It is so casy for Thee, U God,
to give Dblessing!’ Ilis lecture was
addressed to Christians, telling what the
saved were {o doy not how to save them-
selves,  Ile put the subject before his
hearers in a great variety of aspects, ag
hie had done, more or less, in a former
Bible-reading.  As he drew to the close,
we could see his deep emotion. ¢ Napo-
leon I. once after a victory struck a
medal with theso words on it, ‘I was

there!" I shall soon leave Scotland,
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but I shall look to what has passed
there for ever. I will remember our
meeting there, and the 16th day of
April, 1874; and rejoico to say ‘I was
But shall any of us stand be-
fore the throne with ¢ Nothing but
leaves?’ It is hard to draw to a close
to friends from Neweastle, and Edin-
burgh, and all other places. We must
say, Good night ; but we shall meet in
the morning.”

BIBLE SCHOOLS IN ITALY.
By Alessandro Gavazei,

I hear that the Italian evangelical
schools have been rather disparaged by
some one in that highly esteemed paper
The Christian, on account of their
uselessness and  unfruitfulness.  As
with soul aud heart I have always advo-
cated the necessity for such schools, and
my efforts have been directed to obtain
their realization in this country, so I am
bound, in duty and conseience, to stand
up now to defend them.

True, under our new régime we have
Governmental schools everywhere ; it is
true also that they arc generally good
enough for the purposes of a popular
education ; but this is no reason why
our own Bible-schools are unnecessary.
Although the Italian FParliament has
left our municipalities frec as to re-
ligious instruction, yet in all of these
schocls the Popish Catechism is still re-
tained ; and, as a consequence, there is
the interference and iufluence of the
clericle element. It was chiefly to keep
our youngsters from such influence that
our schools were established, and also to
afford the same opportunity to the many
Roman Catholics who disliked such an
intrusion. And even in this respect
the benefit has been felt a very great
one, a3 is proved Ly the number of
Roman Catholic children frequenting
our schools.

But whilst our schools are thus not at
all unnecessary or useless, they are, on
the other side, very fruitful. How
many in Italy are now communicants in

some of our congregations, who, years
ago, learned the first lesson of Christian
truth in our own schools ! How many
have been fitted to become teachers of
the same truth in other schools! Arn
not these visible fruits, well rewarding
the money and the care spent for their
training %

Had we an evangelical school in every
place_where we have a missionary-sta-
tion, I would promise our friends, with
the blessing of God, a double portion of
proselytism even amongst the adults,

For my own part, I cannot see any
surer way of Christianizing Italy than
through a system of evangelical schools.
At any rate, we shall obtain from them
some sincere Christians, who, from an
early age, have known the Holy Serip-
tures, which are able to make them wise
unto salvation, through faith which is
in Christ Jesus ; and not imbued with
the prejudice and superstition of which
it is ditlicult to divest the mind in more
advanced years. A Christian crop must
be the fruit of Christian seed. Sooner
or later, I feel sure, that the good sced
sown will sprivg forth in a Chuistian
life.

The . uestion, therefore, with me is
reduced to its simplest terms—either
schools without God, or schools with
Popish teaching, or schools with the
Bible. You can easily imagine whers
my preference lies. Give mo Bible
schools, and I will give you in returna
Christian Italy in its rising generation.

For these reasons more than cver [
patronize the evangelical schools in my
country, and I earncstly entreat my
Christian friends in KEngland and
America, not to forsake us in this
wighty undertaking.

When I feel dejected in my labours
and my hopes, I have only to pay 3
short visit to our schools here in Rome
to relicve my mind and to comfort my
heatt about a better future.

May God bless all our friends who
have contributed (and who are still
doing #0) to give us the evangelical
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schools. Many souls given to dear
Jesus will be their prize.
Rome, March 28.

BYRIA.

A jubileo anniversary was held about
two months since (says the New York
Independent of February 5,) at Beyrout,
to commemorate the formation of the
first Protestant church in Syria, by
William Goodell and Isaac Bird, of the
American Mission, fifty yearsego. The
exercises consisted in a public meeting,
during the afternoon of tho day, at the
Anglo-American Church, when histori-
cal addresses were made by the elder
members of the mission—Rev. Mr.
Calhoun, Rev. Dr. Thomson, and Rev.
Dr. Bliss, as well as others; on the
chamcter of the present mission work,
by younger members, Rev. Dr. Post
and Professor Porter ; and in a social
festival during the evening, at the house
of the pastor of the congregution, Rev.
Mr. Robertson, of the Scotch Mission to
the Jews.

The movement to re-evangelize the
lands of the carly successes of the Gos-
pel began with the American Board, in
the year 1819, by the embarkation of
two young men at Boston, for the east-
ern shores of the Mediterranean. In
the original aim to Teach sects not nom-
inally Christian, little success, indeed,
has been achieved. Mohammedan fan-
aticism has proved atronger than any
sort of heathenism in other parts of the
world.  Throughout the half century it
has been death for a Moslem to forsake
Islam and accept Christianity ; and to-
day the fetters of bigotry, as well as the
laws of the empire, are as strong as
ever. Within the Mohammedan ranks,
however, there has been great decay in
the matter of faith in the Prophet and
lghg_xous zeal.  What could be moro
siguificant of this than tho rocent reply
of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, at
Constantinople, to certain ambassadors,
in effect that conversion to Christianity
could not be entertained, simply because

aversion to military duty is so great
among all classes of Mohammedan sub-
jects of the Porte, that conversions
would occur soon without number, to
avoid the execution of tho law of con-
scription. Surely the religious convic-
tions of the Moslems must be at their
lowest ebb.

Efforts soon turned in other direc-
tions. Early operations for the benefit
of the Jews at Jerusalem were broken
up, chiefly by the wars of the time.
The Druses, on Mount Lebanon, at
first gave promise of a general tfurning
to Protestantism ; but their motives
proved to be those of political advan-
tages, rather than of sincere repentance
or love of truth. Among the common
people of the laud the mission has at-
length found its home, and made very
satisfactory progress. To-day the mis-
sionary stations, chiefly of the Presby-
terian Board, extend from one end of
the Syrian coast to the other, at all the
towns froin Gaza to Tarsus; while in
the iunterior, & network of wmissionary
centres and out-stations covers the land
from Jerusalem, over Lebanon aud
Damascus, to Aleppo. Indeed, the
mission territory may be said to extend
even to Orfa and Mardin, of the Masian
Mountains, between the Euphrates and
the Tigris, the last of the Arabic-speak-
ing nations. A list even of all the
agencies which, since our pionecrs en--
tered the field, have joined them in
their great enterprise of recovering Syria
to the Jove of Christ, would be weari-
some. No other ground of so limited
extent in all the world could count the
representatives of so many socicties.

SIX MILLIONS OF TRACTS FOR ITALY.

Mr. Fappengouth is at present en-
gaged on what he considers the sacred
mission of scattering six millions of
iracts on the continent of Europe. He
has laboured at this work for the last
two months, in the markets and leading
streets of Florence, assisted by a young

American minister, and he has now
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gone to Naples to continue his labours,
in the company of a Scotch evangelist.
Of the ardent picty, prayerful devoted-
ness, and calm enthusiasm of Mr. Pap-
pengouth, I have not a doubt, having
come iunto very frequent pleasant and
profitable contact with him. I have
been mueh struck with the sagacity
displayed in all the plans and arrange-
ments connected with his colossal enter-
prise, evincing a thorough knowledge
of human nature, both in its ruined
and its renewed forms. I agreo that
he is only doing, as they write to me
from Naples, what hundreds more of
Churistian gentlemen ought to be doing
during this present wonderful op:ing
in Italy, before the opportunity pass, as
by various means it may pass, soon and
suddenly.”

Mr. Pappengouth’s visit has been
wvery useful in .stirting up the old
workers, who, perhaps, had scttled
down to rest too much, in the convie-
tion that everything has been done
which could legitimately be done. It
has set us thinking whether the ordin-
ary membership of our Italian churches
might not safely do more in this depart-
ment than they have yet done, by dis-
tributing at the church-door, or through
the Lvaugelical schools, or in the fam-
ilies of their unconverted relatives and
neighbours. Theso are the methods I
pursue mysclf, sending out. the tracts o
the various ovaugelists and churches, to
be distributed aceording to opportunity
in every judicious way. Aud yet, when
a man of such consuming zeal and
untiring encrgy in the Master's work
as Mr. Pappengouth crosses my path,
though I cannot approve of such whole-
sale distribution, I can respect his
liberty and conscientious convictions,
and, far from opposing his mission, can
feel frec to supply him with abuudant
materials for prosecuting his work.

PATAGONIAN MISSIONS AND PROVIDENCE.

The most eminent of living American
missionaries, Rev. Titus Coan, who has

laboured in the gospel for half a cen.
tury, in Patagonian and Pacific Islang
Missions, has recently written a letter
to Mr. Louis Street, also an Amerieay
a missionary of the Socicty of Fri-:n-ls:
labouring in Madagascar, which atfonl;
one of the most valuable testimonio
ever published, as showing reference to
the reality of God's protection over
those who trust in Him—a protection
incomparably stronger and safer than
that of weapons of war.

Mr. Coan has been for many yearsa
misstonary in the Sandwich Islands,
Whon he was a young man at college,
the American Mission Board had under
consideration the subject of a visit of
inquiry to Patagonia, about the yer
1825. 1t was brought before®the vari.
ous colleges, and each student in one of
theso was requested to retire to his own
room for prayer and guidance as to
whether he was required to go. Mr.
Coan rose from prayer convineed that
he must offer himself for the service,
and another young man felt prepared tv
accompany him.  Having heard of the
savage chavacter of the Patagonians,
the friends of the two young men de-
sired that they should be supplied with
weapons of defence ; but Mr. Coan had
a stroug belief that all these, even his
pocket-knife, nust be discarded. On
nearing the Patagonian shore, the e
tain of the vessel in which these do
voted followers of the Prince of Pews
sailed said that, as the natives were 9
savage and untrustworthy, he could not
allow his crew to land ; and he could
only put Mr. Coan and his companien
on the beach in a little boat with ther
goods, saying that if they lighted a fire
the natives would come into sight. It
wes a very lonely position for the two
young wissionaries, but the natives
wero soon secen lining the brow of the
neighbouring hill. They came ner
and sought to satisfy themsclves thit
tho strangers were entirely unarmed—
by examining every part of their dres,
and even taking off their stockings and
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turning out their pockets ; but, finding
nothing, they express:d their _fncnd}y
pegard by taking thcl}' new fnend§ in
their arms, and  receiving them into
their tribe.

M, Coan’s letter, dated from Hilo,
flawaii, September 5, 1873, states :—

«]n company with ono companion I
visited gome of the clans in eastern and
southern Patagonia in 1833, under the
prromage of the American Board of
Foreizn Missions.  We Janded in the
Straits of Magellan.  We searched two
days for inhabitants, and, on finding
a wild clan of reaming savages, threw
ourselves at once, unarmed, into their
hands for sustenance and protection.
They received us kindly, gave us horses
to ride on, and we travelled with them
about three months, east, west, and
north, visiting their camps and hunt-
ing-grounds, and falling in with several
ather clans, In this way we saw nearly
all the savages of the castern Patago-
nian Pampas.  The tribes are wild, and
in the wildest state of savagism, living
wholly by the chase, and roaming with
theic women and children most of the
timee, carrying their skin tents and their
al with them.  Our Mission among
them was to explore and report, not to
remain permanentfy, unless, after due
constderation of facts, our Board should
determine to establish a Mission in the
comtry. At that time, no one but
thrmselves knew the Patagonian lan-
gage, aud we hal no interpreter; all
our communications to the natives were
through signs.  Some of our friends
alvised us to g0 armed into Patagonia.
We said, ¢No, our weakness is our
strength 3 our apparent unprotectedness
our shicll”  And so it was. The
Qvages saw wo were defenceless and
IJarless, and onr God made them our
pratectars,  They were not jealous or
altil of us, and wo left them wn-
sathel, under the wing of our Im-
manucl.”
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CHADPEL BURNING AND CHAPEL BUILDING.
—THR CONSEQUENCES OF A CURE.

The Edinburgh Medical Missionary
Society has received altogether about
forty young wen as students.  Of theso
six ar€ now labouring very suceesstully
in India, and five in China, ‘T'wo are
in Madagascar; one Dr. Varlan, at
Nazareth, one is professor in a Caleutta
University, another is in the West
Indies.  Five have eutered into rest,
after more or less lengthened periods of
service in the foreign field, and twelve
ave still in training.

Dr. Vartan greatly needs a new
building for his Nazareth Iospital.
e gave up his own residence for the
purpose, and it is the present hospital,
but its accommodation is most defee-
tive, his dispensary being almost as
dark as a cellar.  He has eight pupils
in course of training, and is just getting
over a European nurse, 1o teach the
women of Nazateth tho mysteries of
skilful and cleanly nursing. e was
called in to operate for carbuncle on
the Jewish Xigh Priest of Tiberias.
This he did with such success that the
gratitude of the old man and his family
was very greal, and they expressed an
carnest desire for a medical man to
come and reside amongst them:

From Travancore we have an irterest-
ing account of the cure of a king's son,
who had been sick and nigh unto
death, by Dr. Thompson. His rela-
tives and the native doctor all despaired
of his recovery, and as he had heen
a perscentor of the Christians of a
neighbouring village, and had twice
burned doren their chapel, they were
ashamed to apply to the Medical Mis-
sion Iospital for assistance.  Over-
coming this feeling, however, they, as
a last resource, sent a palanguin and
bearers with the earnest request that
Dr. Thompson would go and visit the
sick man.  He took the two howw’
journey, found the patient in a critical

state, and requiring a surgical operation.
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First offering prayer, he requested the
crowd to vacato the room, and then
performed the operation, which gave
immediate relief. Leaving a ““dresser”
o attend him continually, Dr. Thomp-
son continued to visit him frequently,
taking every opportunity of speaking of
the love of Jesus. Prejudice melted
away, and, as the sick man recovered,
“ works meet for repentance ¥ began to
show themselves,

“The Tumbi gradually improved,
and, after two months, was able to leave
his bed.  About a month after, Rev.
Wi Lee accomypanied me to pay our
final visit. He welcomed us himself at
the door of his house, had Dlreakfast
prepared for us, and expressed his
gratitude to God for his recovery, and
said that he now intended to make a
present to the Mission of the land upon
which the Chapel and Mission Houses
were built, in the neighbouring village.
Mr. Lee rendered thanksgiving to God,
asking IIim to accept the thank-offering,
and praying that ho mighi be con-
strained to offer the still more accept-
able sacrifice of a humlle and contrite
heart. We then sang together the
beautiful hymn, which has been trans-
lated into Malayalim, ¢The old, old
story.’

“ Al the people acknowledged the
hand of Gad in this maw's recovery,
and, by if, the savour of His name, and
the tidings of His power and grace have
Deen spread all around.”

ARE MODERN MISSIONS A FAILURE ?

Sir John Kennaway, Bart., has ad-
dressed to the Western Morning News
a letter of much ability, to disprove a
conclusion reached by an article in that
journal, to the effect that modern Mis-
sions are confessedly a failure. He
demonstrates  the reverse, and shows
that from the growth and development
of the native Christian Church of India,
Missionary work there is passing into
an entirely new phase. A correspon-
dent of the Timey, writing from Cal-

cutta, calls for the consceration of
native bishops, a fuct which hespeaks
not only the wide diffusion of native
churches, but the oxistence of men of
high-toned piety, of talent and culturs
among the converts. There are more
thau cighty ordained native ministers
in connection with the Church Mission.
ary Socioty alone. Sir Johu, in sup-
port of his position, alludes to the
striking testimonies of Lord Lawrence
and Sir Bartle Frere; we give them in
full, and add those of two other equally
distinguished Indian govemors. What
but the undeniable swccess of modem
Missions has thus transformed the old
opposition of the English authorities
into cordial approval # .

“I believe, notwithstanding all that
the English people have done to bene-
tit India, the Missionarics have done
more than «ll agencies combined.

“1.0rRD LAWRENCE,
“ Viceroy and Governor-Geueral.”

“In Ganjam, in Masulipatam, in
North Arcot, in Travancore, in Tiunev-
elly, in Tanjore, I have broken the
Missionary’s bread ; I have been present
at his ministrations ; I have witnessed
his teachings; I bave seen the beauty
of his life.

“Lorp NaPIgR, Governor of Madras.”

“J speak simply as to matters of
experience and observation, and not of
opinion—just as a Roman prefect might
have reported to Trajan or the Anto-
nines ; and I assure you that whatever
you may be told to the contrary, the
teaching of Christianity among the 160
millions of civilized, industrious Ilindns
and Malwmmedans in Indiu is effeeling
changes, moral, social, and politisd,
which, for extent «and rapidity of efeet,
are far more cxlraordinary than auy-
thing you or your fathers have witnessol
in modern Europe.

“SI1R BarTLE FRERE,

¢ Governor of Bombay.”
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« In many places an impression pre-
vails that the Missions have not pro-
dueed results adequate to the efforts
which have been made; but I trust
enough has been said to prove that
there is no real foundation for this

Jesus. He may have heard, but cer-
tainly never understood, that Christ
Jesus ‘came into the world to save
sinners,” The only powerful beings he
knows of are malignant spirits, whom
he must appease by gifts that he may

impression, and those who hold such bo allowed to live. They believe, if
apinions Tnow but littlesof the realify. )they neglect to honour these Boughas,
«8m Dovarp McLeob, all manner of evils will befal them.
- Missionaries Jabouring among them have

“ Licut.-Gov. of the Punjaub.” & "SI0 o AUONE A
Liout.-Gov. of ¢ J experienced great difliculty in breaking
THE SANTHAL GERMAN M.KSSIUN'- up this belief, but wh.en oneo effected
The Santhals are the ql«l x.nlmblbants:tho results are amazing, Oune man
of India, driven to their hills by the,ewmbraces Christianity. The others are
Hindoo invasion, jconfounded at such foolhardy darng,
Mr. Andrew Campbell, once a hard- and prophesy all kinds of disasters to
working, intelligent mason, connected the man, his family, his cattle, and
with the Barclay Chureh, Edinburgh, [crops.  But no such misfortune as they
a sineere, devoted Christian, and a;had anticipated happening, they como
striet tectotaller, has been two years to see that Dougha has not the power
labouring as an evangelist among the, they had aceredited him with.  Their
Santhals, and in a letter to a friend  faith in him being thus rudely shaken
thus writes:—* The German Sauthal, it takes little, humanly speaking, to
Mission at Ebenezer is having a glorious; induce them to transfer their allegiance
suceess,  Thousands have already be-to the God of the Christians.  They
coame Christians.  In hundreds of San-; then require to be taught the first
thal villages not one man clings to t]lelpl‘incip]ex of the faith of Jesus, mado
taith of his fathers. The missionaries | to understand they are sinners and need
are revolving in their minds what they 'salvation, and to be told of the infinite
will do when all the Santhals in the, love of God in Christ Jesus.  The story
distriet  throw away their belief in of redeeming love sounds strangely in
Bughas. They expect it almost every | their ears. Gol's secking to reconcile
day.  This mission is supported by!them to Himself srems too good news
funds for the most part collected in to be true.  They have hitherto Iabour-
Twlia. Tt is independent so faras not!ed to appease their supposed deities,
s be connected with any society.  Mr. ! but now they hear of one more power-
aeressen once a year visits all the|ful than they whose name is Love, and
lirze stations in India for the purpose’ they hasten to throw themselves at His
of collecting money.”  Mr. Campbell:feet. There is more power in the story
aids:—“ Ono thing the people of thisf:»f the Cross than we can conceive.
cuntiy have to learn is, that the blood ! Tell these Santhals that they must
of sheep and of goats canmot tako away ' needs pray, and daily strive to do the
s What affected mo most among | best they can in the hope of waining
all the scenes I witnessed at that festi- | God’s favour, and your words will fall
val was 1o see men and women, created : upon their ears a8 idle tales, :Uhl' they
i God’s image, bowing down to bul-, will not listen to you, hut once take up
locks, the creatures of }{is hand.  To ghe ¢ old, old story of Jesus and Hvxs
what a pass of degradation and misery j love,” and the charm is complete.  We
does iwnorance of God reduce men. |are only hreaking the ice in this vart,
The poor Santhal, here at least, knows | but hope soon tv see many of our San-
nathing of the love of God in Christlthals pressing into the fold. I seg in
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the Indian newspapers cortain persons
trying to ridiculo the idea of these
¢jgnorant savages’ understanding the
deep mysterics of religion. Thoy over-
look the fact that it is not the deep
mysteries that save, but Jesus Himself.”
These hilly and salubrious regions of
Santhal abouud in great mineral and
vegetable wealth.  The German mis-
sionaries live and dwell with the San-
thals as one of themselves, working
with them, and so civilizing and ele-

vating them in the social scale.  The

great upland country of Chotta Nag-
pore, where there are now thousands|awanting.

of Kholes and Santhals who have

2uaptivil

embraced Christianity, can easily b
reached through the Damuda Valley,
in which is the great coal field of Rani.
gunge, in about nine or ten hours from
tho flat pluing of Bengal, by the Chord
line of railway from Caleutta.

What we require for this mission
field are such ovangelists as Mr. Andrex
Campbell. Many young men are naw
most willing to go out and take up the
Cross, deny themselves for Christs
stke, and advance His kingdom, lut
the means of paying their passage and
equipping and sending them forth are
This is all that is requisite.

Dapies,

[A small volume by Dr. W. P. Mackay,
Hull, called Grack ANp Truth, lies on our
table. There is perhaps no practical treatise
of the present day that has done more good,
and that has received warmer welcome from
earnest preachers as being helpful to them in
their work. Mr. Moody says of it, “T take

all those who have doubts, and T find it soon

<If you had wronged me, and I told
you that I forgave you, would you not
know it?

¢ Most certainly ; but how ecan you
say that God ever told you that Ile for-

great pleasure in putting it into the hands of | 82V you? Did you just feel at a certain

time something that you thought was

scatters thm alle T think it shonld be cireu- | Ged’s voice, inwardly telling you that

lated by thousands, thrown about the world
like Autmnn leaves; and if 1 live T will try
to get it into the hands of every minister in
Aweriea, 1 cannot tell the good that it has
done me  personally.”

gospel truth, dropping with it, in fact, like
the honey-comb with honey.”  We will try

your sins were pardoned ¥ ‘
‘I certainly did not.’
¢ Then how can it be? I have tried

! “It is,” says Mr.ito get converted as hard as any man
v sy o O oti -
Spurgean, *“amost useful production, full ?f could; I have prayed for grace, for

strength, for the pardon of my sins, and

to make room month by month for a few of its ; for ths Holy Spirit, and I do not yet frel

chapters.
to get it for themselves, which can he doue,
at asmall cost.  Our copy, which has come by
post, is the cheap shilling edition, to be had,
we should suppose, from Canadian booksellers.
En, G C M|

DO YOU FEEL YOUR SINS FORGIVEN ?
Qe Assurance.

Do you frel that your sins are all
forgiven?

‘Indeed T donot; but I know they

)
are.

¢Now, I cannot understand that.
ow can any onoe know it?

4

But we would advise our readers, any difterence, and I never could feelas

I have heard some men say they have!

‘I quito understand you; I was for
Years in the same condition.’

“Then how did you get out of it1 I
know all about the plan of salvation,
about the work of Christ, and the re-
cessity of the Spirit; that we must be
Jjustified by grace through faith alone
without the works of the law ; that the
promises are almost certainly seeurs to
them that aro in Christ ; but how am I
ever 1o know whether I am in Himor
not? .
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4T know that you may have heard
some Cbristians say they feel they are
pardoned, they feel they are saved ; but
this only tends to mislead. It did mis-
lead me, and I have no doubt it is mis-
Jeading you. These Christians may
mesn o right thing, but they state it
wrongly. I feel happy becauso I know
that my sins are pardoned ; and I will
shew you how I know that by and by;
but I do not feel that my sins are par-
doned. Let us suppoae a case. A poor
widow has no money to pay her debts,
The creditor comes demanding his right-
eous due. A friend steps in, and says
to the creditor, “I'll pay you the wid-
ow’s dobt;” he puts down the money,
and the creditor hands him a slip of

per on which is written, ¢ Received
from Widow Blank the sum due, settled,”
with the creditor’s signature affixed.
The receipt is handed to the widow, and
ghe feels very happy because she knows
that her debt is paid. If you were to
call that day, and say to the widow,
“Do you feel that your debt is paid 1"
what would she say ¥

‘Feel it! What do you moan? There
is the receipted account. I don't feel
that it's paid, but I feel very happy
because it is paid.

¢Now, do you not sev the difference?
The feeling is all right, but I do not
feel my sin pardoned. I know it, and
hence feel happy.’

‘But does it not say somewhere in
Seripture that the ' Spirit beareth wit-
ness with our spirits?

‘Now from the very fact that you
speak so vaguely about “somewhere in
Scripture,” I fear that you do not know
well what Seripture is. The Bible is
ot a number of texts strung together at
random : it is a perfectly arranged whole.
Truth in 2 wrong connection is the worst
kind of error.  You find in Romans viii.
16, this most blessed and wondrous re-
velation from God, that “The Spirit
itedlf beareth witness with our spirits,
that we are the children of God.” Mark
carefally, this is not given as a ground

to know that our sins are forgiven ; but
comes after the whole revelation of the
truth concerning what we have done,
and what wo are, and how our responsi-
bilities arc met. It comes after tho
triumphant assertion of Romans v. 1,
“ Being justified by faith we have peace
with God,” and that crowning triumph
after every question has been scttled
against us, “ There is no condemmuation.”
(Rom. viii. 1.) At peace with God, and
no condemnation, we now advance into
our peculiar place among the creatures
of God. Angels are at peace with God
and have no condemnation, but they are
only servants. Here is something ad-
ditional, ““ We are soxs of God.” Being
taken from the swine-troughs, and get-
ting food and raiment, we would there-
with be content, glad that we wore in
the house at all, oven among the ser-
vants. But higher than servants are we
become, even sons. We may well pause,
and say, is this presumption? Dave I
!say that all things are mine? that I am
a child, ason, an heir of God? Yes!
indeed you may ; the Spirit has boen
sent to dwell with you and to be in you,
as coming from the throne, revealing to
Iyonr spirit (which can now discern spir-
Iitual things) that, without presumption,
vou may lay claim to the title, the ro-
lationship, of son of God, heir of God,
and joint-heir with Christ. That Spirit
is within every lLeliever, and seals only
saved ones. He quickens the unsaved.
God has sent forth this testimony, and
he that is a believer has the ¢ testimony
in himself’ (1 John, v. 10). The im-
‘portant point I wish vou to sco is this,
ithat the Holy Ghost is saver said to
bear witness to me, by any internal
feeling, that I am at peace with God.
It is after a man knows he is a saved
man that then theve is a step further
shown him-—namely, that he is a son.
He is not oxly ont of prison: he is set
at the table of the King whom he calls
“ Abba,” that is, Father.

‘I quite understand the distinction,
but I never saw it before; but if I could
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Jknow that I was at peace with God.I
would be quite satisied.’

¢Yos, but God would not; however,
this is tho first point for you to know—
“boing justified by fuith we have peace
with God,” not by the feeling.of faith.’

*But don’t some people feel it while
others do not ¢

‘Not at all. What I am contending
for is, that the forgivencssbof sins is a
thing that can be felt by no one: and,
unless the knowledge of it is founded on |
the word of God, and that alone, for
every one, individually, it will be sink-
ing sand for s deathbed. Scores of
anxious people have been deluded into
tho idea that they knew the gospel
when some pleasing emotion passed
through their minds. "When Satan sees
people awakened, and that he cannot
keep them quiet, ho takes his stand
beside the preacher of the gospel, and
while ho is inviting them to the rock,
Satan pushes out planks of fecling. A
drowning man will cateh at a straw, and
the poor troubled one finds a little re-|
lief in resting on some plank of quietness
of conscience, till storms rage, and then
he finds himself with nothing beneath
him. I am thereforo suspicious when a
person tells me heis “a little better.”,
If he does not believe the gospel, he has,
no right to bo any better, and if he has
taken the good news to himself, he is
entitled to be at perfect peace.’

¢ Then you don’t allow of any feeling ¥ |

¢Most certainly I do: but what am I
warranted to feel? If I could tell you,
that you were saved, and you helioved |
it, would you not feel happy ¥

¢ Of course I would.’

¢ This is what I fecl—whenever I say
to myself, “I'm saved,” don’t I feel
happy ? and the more 1 realize that my
knowledge that I am saved depends only
on God’s word, the more happy I be-
come.

¢Is thoro nothing about this “feeling
saved” in the Bible.

¢ Indeed, thereis not.  You can easily
satisfy yourself by turning to a concor-

dance. Never onco is the word put
besido ¢ salvation,” “forgiveness,” or, in
fact, anything about a.man’s peace with
Gad, but,we find, in Luke i, 77, that
part of John's commission is declared to
be “to give KRNOWLEDGE of salvation”
and in many parts of Secripture wo find
“knowing our sius forgiven,” “knowing
in whom we have believed,” “ knowi
wo have passed from death to life”
“knowing we are born of God.” Did
Abraham feel he was to have a sen
when he wasso old? No! but he know
it. And how did he know it? Decause
God said it. Ie felt glad bocause ho
knew it, because he believed what God
said. It is really because people do not
believe that God means exactly what
Hoe says, that we see so many intelligent
nen who cannot say whether they are
saved or not.’

¢ But I have often thought that I had
roceived Christ and trusted in Him
alone ; but I find my faith so incapable
of producing offects.’

¢ But did you start saying  I'm saved,”
before trying to do anything ¥

€O no! I was always waiting for
fruits.’

¢Fruits of what? fruits of doubt?
Suppose you had got the right fruits,
would you then have believed you were
saved ¥

‘Q yes?

¢That is to say, you would trust the
fruits you brought forth rather than
God’s word—not for you' salvation, bub
for your knowledge of it. But you must
be saved, and know you are saved, be-
fore one acceptable fruit can be brought
forth—olse the works are legal. All
evangelical obedienco is done by a man
who is.saved, and who does it because
he knows that he is saved.’

¢Then am I to do nothing ¥

‘Absolutely and literally nothing.
You must take salvation oxactly as the
thief on the cross did. He could not
turn over a now leaf; his last wrotched
leaf had . been turned in reviling his
Saviour. He could not do any work
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for God, for there was & nail through|remark that a friend made to me, “In-
each hand ; he could not run in the way | tellect never helped me to Christ, but it
of God’s commandments, for thero was a| ofton hindered me.”’
nail through his feet. And until youj ¢I was trying to explain this (which
stand still and realize that there isa nail{ I belicve to be of the greatest import-
through all your self-righting astivity, | ance) to some poor peoplo, and I tried to
and a nail through all your carnal agility, | illustrate it in this way. If, in travel-
and accept salvation for nothing, know- ling by rail, I had a first-class ticket, I
ing that you are saved simply on the. could tmvel one part of the journey in
authority of the bare Word of God, youa first-class carringe, another part in a
will never be saved. We do not look | second, and another in a third, and the
inward to what we feel, nor outward to railway ofticials could find no fault; but
what we do—but to the Son of Man if I had only a third-class ticket, I must
lifted up, and to God’s account of how remain in the third from beginning to
well He is pleased with Jesus. end. Thus, in regard to salvation, the

“Well, I think I seo what you mean, ; educated man can como to the uncdao-
and it clears up a real difficulty. I amcated man’s platforin; the uneducated
not to examine to see if I feel better, feel | cannot rise to his: therefore it is on the
saved, fecl forgiven, or feel happy ; but common platform on which ALL mon
here is the noxt difficulty—how am I to{can stand that God treats concerning
know it ? salvation.’

¢I well remember that when I began; “This is tho great difficulty ; this is
trying to feel converted, I felt myself; why not many great, not many wise,and
becoming worse and worse, and my heart | not many noble, can afford to come low
getting further and further from peace. , enough among the common run of people,

Then I began to study this and that
theolagical question. I knew all gbout
what Calvinism and Arminianism were
—studied my Bible till I knew its con-
tents pretty well, but at last I found I
was not on the right track for salvation
atall. T was thinking that salvation
camo Intellect-wise, and not fuith-wise.

But o man cannot be saved apart
from his understanding ¢

Mozt certainly not, no more than he
can be saved against his will; but the
eyes of his understanding must be en-
lightened, that he may be mado willing
fo reccive the gift of salvation in God’s
way. You see if God had made His
salvation dependent upon education or
intellect, He would have left the great
mass without the chance of salvation
until they were tutored up to the requi-
site point ; but as there is one salvation
for high and low, rich and poor, educated
and ignorant, so there is one method of
receiving it, and of course that must be
according to the standard of the most
wlearned, Hence the truth of the

to take a guilty sinmer’s place, receive a
lost sinner’s Saviour, and rejoice in a
condemned sinner’s pardon. This is
why Christ taught that men had to be-
come like little children before they
could get into the kingdom of heaven.’

“T sec tho justico of your remarks;
but tell mo now, how am I to get into
the Kingdom?

“ As you have said before, you know
that it is of grace,—that is to say, God
is waiting to give it to you all for no-
thing, without a feeling in payment,
without a prayer as the condition of it,
just as the widow’s friend dealt with her
debt. That it might bo of grace, it was
made to be by fuith, not by uttainment
either inintellect or feeling. Thisis the
impression that has beon sometimes left
upon my mind, after having heard the
gospol stated—that faith is the condition
which God has demanded from the sin- -
ner, in order that he may bo saved—
that the great Physician will heal the
most wrotched, sin-burdened soul, but
he must receive faith as his fee. Now
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this, as you have no doubt found, would } historical existence—but I trust Him, T
be the most difficult of all fees to pro-|receive, I rest upon, Him alone for my
cure. Feeling is hard to get up, but|salvation. y
faith is havder. Faith is the mere ap-j ‘Ina word, then, whatshould I dot
prehension of grace-—thankifully accept- | I am wishing to take God's way, ang
ing what God has already freely given. § willing now to do it.  When I begin to
Faith puts God in the chief room as the {g» through tins of thought, T feel |
giver, it being more blessed Lo give than . get confused, and I should just like to
to receive, amd lets Lito do everything, know in a sentence what my path ought
man being the silent and passive receiver | to be.’
of blessing. Faith has to do, not with| ¢ Te the lost sinner's pluce, and cLary
what I feel toward God, but what God ; the lost siuner’s Suviowr
feels toward me, what Ife has done for; < Will the claim be allowed ¢
me, and what e has told me. Faith| “Yer, God commands thee to elaim
does not look into its own formation—it | Him.’ .
looks out to God's provided substitute| ¢Can I claim Him?
for the sinner.  Faith does not tell me| “Only a lost sinner can.’
to feel that 1 am converted, but it fixes| “I am allowed, urged, besonght, com-
me down to the Word of God. TFaith: manded to take Jesus as mine 5 surely [
tells me to take God at His word. 'have nothing to lose-—yea, Lord, I be
Faith has not to do with what 1 amilic\'u Thee, Jesus is mine,”
thinking of myself, bad or good, but it ‘I take comfort from the fact that my
lets God think for me. sins were laid on Christ—I do not fed
“Two things are to be distinguished,  that they were there, but Ged says it—
“ salvation” and the “knowledge of sal- ! Hewas wounded for vur transgressions;”
vation.” First, How ain [ to get saved ' not for these of angels—they had none;
and then, How am I to know it? ‘not for those of devils—they can clain
*TFivst, then, my salrafion depends!no Saviour; but for these who take the
solely and entively upm: the work, the ' sinnes’s place-—“ The chastisement of our
person of Jesus Christ omr Lord.  (My peace was aporn Him.”  Therefore 1t
salvation is supported by Hiswork ; Hia ) would be unjust to lay it on me believing
work is suppurted by His person.) ;in Him,  1le is a real Saviour for real
‘Secondly, the Lwowledye that T amisinners. My only qualification for such
saved depends solely on the record, the a saviour is that I awm such a sinnern
word, the testimony of God. ¢ He that And now 1 believe my sins are nut on
belicveth not Gad. hath made Him a har, D me—nat because T feel them gone. for
because he believeth not the record (tes- I do not, but because God says they
timony) that Gud gave of His Son.’ rwere laid on Christ”  (Isaiah liii. 6).
“Well now, tell me shortly what  Robert M’Cheyne says, € We must not
“believing in the Lonl Jesns Christ is.” close with Christ because we fied Him,
Of course I Lelieve He is able and wil- but becawse (Fod Jas saidld if, and we
ling to save anybady, His atonement is must take God’s word even in the dark!
sufficient, and Iiis offer free and full; We do not el we have faith, We
but how is Iic to become mine ¥ aceept God's way of dealing with sin.
“What is it te believe in a man?.  Man wounld try to settle God’s clums
What is it to helieve in a bank?  You: God Himself has settled the claims, and

. do not beliove in one who is in the black : offers the settled account for nothing

list—but you can ook around and say ‘ Man wenld try to make his peace with
to yourself, “ Wel}, I believe in so andGod. Gud has come and * made peacs,
80,” and it is just the sune with Christ:{ Christ Himself . becoming ‘our peacs,
1 believe in Him—not merely in Hisland now Ilo “preached peace’ for the
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acceptance of all (Eph. ii. 14-17). Most
anxious enquirers seemn to think that we
have to fight against ourselves in order
fo be saved, whereas we fight against
oursclves because we are saved. Weo
have a race to run but it is not fo the
cross, it is from the cross. Man’s way
iato beliove becrase we feel : God’s way
is to feel decause we believe, and believe
because God has said it.  Dr. Chalmers
says, ¢ Yet Como the enlargemont when
it will, it must, T admit, come after all
through tho channel of a simple credence
given o the sayings of God, accounted !
true and faithful sayings. And neveri
does light and peace so fill my heart as'
when like a little child, T take up the!
lesson, that God hath laid on His own |
Son the iniquities of us all.’

Tale the lost siwner’s place, and claim

the lost sinner’s Suviour,

No works of law have we to boast—
By nature ruined, guilty, lost,
Condemned already ; but "Uhy hand
Provided what ‘Thon didst demand :
We take the guilty siuner's name,
The guilty sinner’s Saviour claim.

No faith we bring., 'Tis Christ alone—
'Tis what He is, what He has done,

He is for us as given by Gad,

It was for us He shed His blood 5

We take the quilty sinner's name,

The guilty sinner's Saviour clvim.

We do not fiel our sins are gone,

But know it from Thy word alone ;
We know that ‘Thou our sins didst lay
On Him who has put sin away :

We take the quity ~ineer’s name,

The guilty stnges's Seviour claim.,

Beeause we Laoer our sins forgiven,
We happy feel . o home is Heaven.

', O hielp us now s sons, vur God,

| To tread the pativ that Jesus trod 5

i e take the qo iy siaaer’s gand,
The squadty sinne s~ Suviour claim.,

Menerpies of Balesting

Dy Tux Eviton.

CHAPTER VIL
EXCURSIONS FROM JERUSALEM.

As onr excursion to the Jordan Val-!

dirty. One or two are on horse-back,
the rest are on foul.  The head of the
party, the Chict’s hrother, is lame of a
leg and blind of an eye.  Huwever,

ley and Dead Sea will accupy three | they seemed to be well satisticl with
days journeying and two nights camp- | ghemselves and with things in general,

ing in the fields, it is neceseary before
leaving Jerusalem to provide ourselves
with tents, cooking utensils and food.
Our road lies through the territory of an
Anb tribe, we therefore must obtain
permisdon to  travel through  their
country and an armed escort.  All these
things are arranged, and at early dawn
our company, consisting of some dozen
Europeans and Americans, with half a
dozen Arabs, passed along the vie dol-
arosn (sorrowful street) and emerged on
the open country as the morning sun
was hathing in light the minarets and
battlements of the city. Our Armb
friends do not come up to our ideal of
the fierco, froo and unconquerable Be-
douwin. They are lean, ragged and

and by degrees we too learned to be
satisfied with them, finding them merry
fellows, kind. obliging, watchful and
capable of great endurance.  They
gathered flowens for the ladies, chanted
their nasal music, and reconnoitred for
robbers among the rocks, and kept watch
all night over our tents, without quar-
relling or stealing, which was all -wo
had a right to expect, and perhaps moro
than we would get from European guides
calling themsclves Christians.

TO THE DEAD SEA.

Wo climb the shoulder of Olivet,
pass Bethany on the left and begin our
abrupt descent into the very bowols of

tho earth: for be it remembered that
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the surfaco of the Dead Sea is not
simply as far below the level of Jerusa-
lem as the Mediterranean is, but it is
ovor 1300 feet deeper down, making cur
ride & descent of 2600 feet. Here and
there we sco traces of the old Roman
road leading away to the mysterious
east, the only thing like a road to be
seen, if we except some remains of a
similar kind along the sea shore, be-

tween Tyre and Sidon. Passing a spring

to hang up in irons, along the course of
that river, the skeletons of pirates ex.
ecuted for their horrible crimes. Wag
it not for the same reason, i.e., to deter
Isracl from the unnatural crimes that
were the bane of the Canaanitish race,
that the valley of the Dead Sea wasnot
only destroyed but utterly suberted t
laid under a perpetual curse. It is a sig-
nificant fact indeed, that fromthe heights
around Jerusalem, the Dead Sea was con-

to the left, we give our howses drink istantly in sight, and the doom of its

and fill our water-bottles, for it is the
last. water to be scen till we pitch our
tents by the fountain of Elisha, in the
plaius of Joricho. Wo now enter on a
country wild, harren, deserled, blasted

I cities sonnded ever on the ear of the

Jewish nation like the wttling of the
pirate’s chains on the car of the sailor
as he paced his deck.  And what
reminiscence, therefore, more appalling

beyond the power of language to de-{could Ezckiel suggest to rebellious

seribe.

These lime-stone rocks aro|Israel than the deom of her lost sister

ierced by deep ravines in which there ! Sodom, hung up ior ages in chains, asa
l = o L)

is no water, and tower up to grotesque
and fantastic heights, bare as the palm
of the hand, of tree, or bush, or shrub,
or blade of grass.  Without shelter
from the fieree sun, faint and thirsty, we

gladly weleome the sight of a ruin, the

remains of an old cas'le, and alight for
lunch. There is gern rally stationed
here, since an Englishumun was killed,
a guard of Turkish soldiers, to protect
travellers who. from the time of our
Saviow's parable, are, in going down to

Jericho, in danger here of falling among .

thieves. Higher grew the hills as we
advanced, and deeper the ravines,
though bleaker and barer they cannot
"5, $ill all of a swlden, justas the plain
of Damascus breaks on the traveller
emerging from Lebanon, so breaks on
the view the plain of Jordan and the
Dead Sea.  But what a contrast between
Damascus and Jericho, between the
gardens of the former city and the
wilderness of the latter. There it is
life, fertility, beauty: here itis death,

ess and & mournful desolation.
Why is this?

In olden times, when piracy on the
high seas was a conunon and an enrich-
ing orime, it was necessary, as an awfal
warning to seamen leaving the Thames,

warning against abominable crimes.
“ And thine elder sister is Samaria, she
and her daughters thav dwell at the
right hand : and thy younyer stster that
dewelleth at thy righl hund is Sodvm and
her daughters.—Ezcekiel xvi. 46. The
appalling event that overturned the
“ cities of the plain,” and gave over the
land to sulphurous water and barreuness
was stamped indelibly on the Jewish
nmind, and on Jowish literature. “Like
the overthrow of Sodom,” is tho ever
oceurring phrase, as one can see in thess
passages.  Dout. xxix. 22 ; Is. xiil. 19;
Jer. xxxix. 18; Nums. iv. 11.  And
the practical theology of the New Testa-
ment is full of thisdread event, as when
men are told to remember Lot’s wife, to
flee from the wrath Yo come, to boware
the unquenchable fire whose smoke
ascendeth forever and ever. And what
is tho coming judgment of the wicked
at the last day, but a repetition in its
suddenness, duration and completeness,
on a grander scale, of this overthrow of
the cities of the plain.

‘With the brook Cherith on our left,
a tiny silver thread in the bottom of
the black ravine, we descend by a
break-neck path to the plain, leaving
on our right a ruined castle, the rusty
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key of the unused gate of the East,
like the castle, also a ruin, we found
guarding the cntrance of the Woest.
Before sunset our tents are pitched by
the fountain of Elisha, a powerful, clear,
and sweet spring, right under the
mountain of tomptation and on the
edge of the great plain of Jericho. As
night feil it became chilly, and our
Arab escort made a fire of brushwood,
round which they sang and danced till
midnight, while we, (battiing with fleas
within, whose king is said to reside at

t is even now buying at a great
price, for that country has already paid
an immenso sum to French engincors
for throwing a dam across the Nile at its
fork, that is, for making one such cat-
aract by the masonry of men, as Jordan
has to the numboer of 27 by the masonry
of God. At an carly age this valley
must have attracted the attention of
men, and in the time of Abraham it

was a highly cultivated country full of
cities, Towns, and villages.  Looking
into the valley from the heights of

Jericho, and mosquitoes without, whose | Bethel ¢ Lot lirted wpy his eyes and be-
king resides somewhere not far oflf we | keld all the pluin of Jordun that it was
should suppose, from their size and |well watered everywkere, before the Lord
number), tried, with ill-success, to get a  destroyed Sodom and Gumarrah, cven
little sleep. as the gurden of the Lord Ulke the land

We were up with the grey, cold |of Egupt as thow comest unto Zonr,”
morning, and off across the plain of | (Gen. xiii. 10.) This valley then, no
Jericho to the Jordan. In entering | doubt, looked hike the plain of Damas-
Palestine, we gave our readers a glimpse | cus to-day, and might, from Galiles to
of the plain of Sharon, bordering the | Usdum, at south end of the Dead
couniry on the west. Let us now give | Sea, 120 miles, probably give resi-
them a glimpse of the plain or valley of | dence and subsistence to a million of
the Jordan on the east, one of the most: people. But for their wickedness the
remarkable in the world in many 1o-{whole plain from north to south was
spects.  This plain is about 60 miles, overthrown, and from that day. till
long, measuring from the sea of Galilee | this day has lain there a solemn “en-
to the north end of the Dead Sca. It|sample,” as Peter tells us, “unto
is like Egypt, bounded all its length Ly | those that after should live ungodly.”

mountains some eight or ten miles{(2 Pet. i).

apart, some 2000, or 3000 feet above
the bed of the river. It has a copious

In the course of our ride across the

Iplain, we pass by dJericho, a miserable

supply of water in the Jordan, which village, whose inhabitants show in their

is s0 crooked that in 60 miles it runs a
course of 300 miles. And, further, the
plain haz a descent from sea to sea of
1000 feet, and the river a series of 27
cataracts.

This plain, therefore, ought to be an
Eden, a garden of the Lord, a country
ticher far than Egypt. It has an
abundant supply of water, sweet as the
water of the Nile, and cooler. It is
hemmed in betweon these limestone
rocks, and has, though farther north, a
climate as wann as Upper Egypt. And
for the purpose of irrigation it has in
its rapid descent and in its series of
natural waterfalls, an advantage that

swarthy skins the tropical Leat that be-
longs to their valley. We reach about
noon the banks of the Jordan, sweeping
past with arrow swiftness, in kecping
with its nnme “ ke descender,” towards
its death in the Salt Sea. The banks
are covered with grass and trees, chiefly
poplars, from one of which each of us
cuts a stafl. We would gladly lounge
under the shade of these trees or sit
down aud lunch ; but our guides hurry
us forward, for they tell us that wo are
now in a dangerous spot, where the
wild Bedouins of the other side of the
Jordan may, crossing the fords, sweep
down on us and rob us, as indeed they
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did the year after a company of Am-
ericans visiting the Jordan.

‘We get no lunch that day, except
what we eat in the saddle. We hurnry
down side by side with river to the Doad
Sea, to get out of the infested plain.
We stand at last onits shore. It is
about the size of the Lake of Geneva,
being some 40 or 50 miles long, and at
its greatest width some 10 miles. Its
waters are so clear that we can count
tho little pobbles several fuet down. The
mountains around it are lofty, rugged and
bare. Thus far all travellers agree ; but
in -matter of sentiment, how wide the
difference ! Some describe the surround-
ing scenery as terrific, others as beauti-
ful: some say it is gloomy, others say it
ig pretty. It bore a great resemblance
to Loch Awe,” says Van de Velde, “It
reminded me of the beautiful lake of
Nice,” says Paxton. The truth lies,
wo suppose between, and should be put
in this form. Before the overthrow of
Sodom and its sister cities, when the
vast bulk of that sen was a garden, the
plain up to the sea of Galilee, like Eden
and the surrounding hills covered with
foliage, then it was a spot of great
beauty. But now over the traces of its
ancient glory there has come a curse,
desolation and ruin. Here is a face that
was once supremely beautiful, but crime
and grief have disfigured it, though they
have not obliterated all trace of what it
one time was.

The heat is intense, so we hurry as
quickly as possible away, casting back
a8 we ascend the hills of Judea many a
look at the mysterions sea and its setting
of everlasting hills, clad in blue mist, as
if their smoko was still ascending. On
the cool uplands we pass an Arab en-
campment of black tents, surrounded by
flocks of sheep and goats and a fow
camels. Thoy greet us with kind words,
for they are of the same tribe with our
escort, but we hurry forward without
tasting of their hospitality, anxious to
reach tho convent of Mar Saba before
sunset.

On leaving Jerusalem the day pre-
ceeding, we crossed the Kidron, quite
near its source at the foot of Zion ; to-
day we cross it near its mouth into the
Dead Sea. Yesterday we saw its bed
dry; to-day it contains water, Yester.
day its valley was shallow and its sides
gontly sloping; to-day it is dark sud
deep, and its sides rough and rugged.
Yesturday it was Jerusalem that crowned
its western side ; to-day it is the Convent
of Saint Saba, a strong fortress in the
heart of the stern desert, at whose strong
iron gate we gladly draw bridle. As
there is no admittance for ladics, we
pitch our tents right under its walls, and
pass the night much better than we did
at Jericho.

Next day on reaching a certain stream,
our Arab escort told us they could go
no further, as this was the southern
boundary of their tribe. We thero
purted with them, and after several hours
hard riding, struck the road from Hobron
to Jorusalem, where we arrived before
the closing of the gates.

It becomes the scrvants of God to
digest, in their own souls, thc messages
they bring to others in his name, and to
be suitably affected therewith themselves.
It becomes them to deliver every mes-
sage with which they arc charged,
whether pleasing or unpleasing to men.
That which is least pleasing may be
most profitable. God’s messengers, how-
ever, must not keep back any part of
the counsel of God. Rev. x.—Matthew
Henry.

Public prayers arc so far from being
intended to supersede our own secreb
prayers, and make them needless, that
they are dosigned to quicken and en-
courage them, and to direct us in them.
‘When we are alone we should pray over
the prayers that our ministers have put
up with us.  Acts xx.—Matthew Henry.
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THE TREASURLE FOUND.

A traveller one day stopped at a lowly
cottage to ask for some water. He found
the parents cursing and quarrelling, and
the unhappy-looking children crouching
in a corner ; the room showed marks of
deep degradation and poverty. Ho
asked them , * Why they made their
Tiouse like a den of beasts?”

« Ah, sir,” said the man, “you dv
not know the life and trials of a poor
man, when, do what you can, everything
goes wrong !”

The stranger remarked (as he noticed
a Bible hidden in a dark and dusty,
corner), “ Dear friends, I know what!
would help you, if you could find it.
There isa treasure concealed in your
house; search for it.”

After he had left them the cottagers
laughed at his remark, thinking it a
mere jest; however, when the woman
went out, the man thought he would
search and see if he could find the
treasure, and when the man was out the
woman did the same. But they found
nothing, and more troubles came, bring—I

ing with them more quarrels, discontent,
and strife. Once, when the woman,
was alone, thinking over the traveller’s
words, she suddenly noticed the Bible
which her mother had given her; but
since she was dead and gome, it had

hardly ever been opened.  The thonght
came across her mind, “ Was this what
the traveller meant?” She took it down,
and turning to the title page, she found
in her old mother’s handwritng, * The
law of thy mouth is better wuto e than
thousands of gold and silver.” It cut
her to the heart. ¢ Al,” thought she,
“this then is the treasure ;" and tear
after tear fell fast upon the page. She
began from that time to read the Bible
daily. This Jed to prayer, and then sho
taught her children to pray too. DBut
sho dared not speak to her husband
about it. One day he came home in a
rage, ready for a quarrel ; she, however,
instead of meeting his angry words with
angry replies, spoke kindly and gently.

¢ Husband,” she said, “ we have
sinned grievously ; we have only our-
selves to blame for all our wisery, and
we must now lead a different life.”

He looked amazed.  “ What do you
mean ?” he said.

She brought the old Bible to him,
and said, ¢ There is the treasure, sce !
I have found it.”

His heart was moved ; she read to him
of the Lord Jesus and of his love. Day
after day she read to him and the child-
ren, aud when the following year the
traveller again called at the cottage, the
scene he then saw was a contrast indeed
to what it had been before.

Crosk oF THE First YEar—This zum-
ber of Tre Civistiay MoNTHLY closes
the year for all these whose subscrip-
tions began with July, 1873. It isde-
sitable for vavious reasons, that all those
parties who wish to continue our readers
should send their subseriptions at once. ‘

Inasmuch as the intention is to begin in

future cach volume with January, it isl

pethaps best that parties whose time is

Eritorinl Nates,

now up, should at present remit only
fifty-six cents, which will pay tor their
CrrisTIAN - MoNTHLY o the end of
1874. On the cover of the Moxtony
may be seen a list of Christan friends
who are willing to take the trouble of
sending us names and woneys.  If any
of these local agents wre conventent to
subscribers it is best to hand the fifty-
six conts to them for trausmission. But
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if no agent is convenient, then the
amount may be sent in small bills, or
postage stamps, or by post-office order,
which can, we understand, be got now
for small sums like that, for two or three
cents. A better plan still would be for
each subscriber to secure one new sub-
scriber and send one dollat, for which
sum the Crnistiay MoxTtiry would be
sent for the half year to two subseribers.

While writing of new subscribers, we
are tempted to give here a fow words
from the experience of Dr. Androw
Thomson, of Edinburgh, while engaged
in establishing an Evangelical Magazine,
the Christiun  Instructor, under dis-
couraging circumstances :

“This work,” he says, writing to a
friend, Dr. Burns, then of Paisley, “of
“the principles of which I hope you
“approve, has succeeded tolerably well
“ considering the civcumstances of the
“country at the present time, and the
“ opposition we have met with from
“the great bulk of our wmoderate
“brothren. But greater exertion and
“ patronage aro still necessary to render
“its circulation sufliciently extensive.
“T beg, therefore, to solicit your kind
“and active assistance. . . . Your as-
“sistance may be given in two ways:
“First, by sending us contributions
“from your own pen ; and sccondly, by
“procuring subscribers to the maga-
“zine.”

His friend, it scems, acted as some of
our friends have done,~—he sent him a
contribution from his pen and a list of
ngw subscribers, and Dr. Thomson thus
roplies :

“T return you many thanks for your
“kind exertions in behalf of the Chris-
“tian Instructor. Iam gratified by the
““favourable opinion which you enter-
‘“tain of the work in general. . . Nor
“must I forget to acknowledge the very
“ gecoptablo communications which you
“have sent for insertion. This is the
“very way in which I wish to be trea-
“ted by my friends. It is tho way,
“however, in which I am treated by

“very few. One says, ‘I like your
“publication vory well and shall recom-
“mend it,’ but he never procures one
‘“gubscriber.  Another says, ¢Your
“magazine does not come up to my
“ideas of such a work,” and that is just
“what he would say though the work
“wero absolutely perfect. A third says,
¢ The Instructor is tolerably good, but
“then it has faults which must counter.
“act its success ;’ and he very kindly
“leaves us to perish without pointing
““out these faults, or telling us how they
“might be remedied. And a fourth
“exclaims most valiantly, ¢ Go on and
“prosper, only get better communica-
“tions and more of them; but never
“lifts his pen to give me the least as-
‘“sistance in one way or another. It
“gives mo real pleasure to find that you
“have avoided all these errors, and that
““you are a substantial, acute and honess
«“friend to the Jnstructor.”

A word to the wise is enough. If
such a man as Dr. Thomson, with such
eminent writers as he gathered around
him, had such difficulties in establish-
ing the Christian Instructor, (which
afterwards proved so influential in pro-
moting the revival of ovangelical re-
ligion), need we wonder that in a new
country like Canada, there should at the
outset be need of hard and self-denying
work on the part of agents, contributors
and editors, in establishing Tue Cawis-
TIa¥ MoNTHLY, which, under the guid-
ance of God, might become yet, in
abler hands than ours, a powerful pro-
moter of evangelical religion in Canada,
and an aid towards more unity of action
on questions of common interest among
the various denominations. Let us
therefore ariso up and build, and “the
God of heaven he will prosper us.”

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR MRS. KENNEDY AND

FAMILY.
Brought forward...... .-$74.13
Rev. A. McL..... .. 100
E. Saunders.... 1.00
1.00
5.00
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Hink Wevhs.

This June number i8 the twelfth num-
Yor of Tre CarisTiaN MoNTHLY, and the
last therefore of its first year. Out of
a large mumber of very kind words
spohen to us, and of us, by the press,
Dby ministers of the gospel, and by private
individuals during our first year now
closing, we can find room here only for
the few that follow :

“TurChrisTIAN MONTHLY containg thought-
ful and able articles by the editor, some valu-
able contributions, and very good selections.
AR We are much pleased with the
deeply evangelical spirit of this magazmne. We
commend it heartily to our readers.”—Halijaz
IPitness.

“From the contents of the numbers which
we have seen, we feel confident that it will
held a high place in the estimation of the
Christian community. The oviginal articles
and selections are good and well adapted to
impart both information and cdification. 1t
will he a good sign when literature of this
kind is nmnrcci:\tcxf:lml encouraged by families
in our highly favoured land.”—Iome and
Forcign Ricord, Toronto.

«TrE CnrisTIAN MoNTHLY ought to be in
every fanily, as it is undenominational and the
reading matter is not only pleasant but instruc-
tive, and caleulated, by the blessing of God,
to do much good.  Besides the price is so low
that uo family should be withoutit. . .
Tue Cuwistiay MoNtuLy is growing in in-
fluence and usefulness."—Owen Sound Adver-
tiser.

“Wesleyan College, Sackville, N. B.,
' €22nd Aug., 1873.
“The August number of THE CHRISTIAN
Moxtny has just reached me. 1 am very
much pleased with it—think ita good suc-
cessor to Good News.
“C. W. Haumrox.”

““Montreal, 17th Jan., 1874.

“Judging from the only two numbers I have
seen of TiE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY, it
appears to me you are engaged in an important
and valuable enterprise on the side of truth
and ri%hteonsness in our country, and also on
the side of Catholicity and Christian union.
There is room and need for such a magazine,

especinlly in the rural districts of the several
provinees, and I hope your cireulation will so
extend as to encourage you to persevere in so
good a work.

“ Hexry Winkes, DD,
“The Editor CHrisT1AN MoNruny,”

““Fergus, Sept. 5th, 1873,
“Dear Brother,—{ cannot but congratulate
you on the excellent character of your maga-
zine as well as on the surcess it has met with.
o o o Tee Coriseray Moxrury must
hold its ground.  May it receive the Divine
favour abundantly.
« E. BARRER, Congragationad Ministir,”

“Edinburgh, 22nd Nov,, 1873,
My dear Sir,—Allow me to congratulate
you on the great excellenee of your monthly
magazine. Lread 1t through with very areat
interest, and was much struck with the good
taste and discritminatiou that characterize the
selections as well as the original matter, 1
wish very carnestly the success of your enter-
prise.
“CTrnus, McLaveuns, D.D.”

¢ Qakley Squate, London,
“ Nov. 24th, 1874,
My dear Sir,—1 am sorry to say that your
copy of Tig CaNana Curisriax MoNTHLY
has never reached nee.  If at had, I should
gladly have done what you ash, perhaps seut
you a scrmon too, for I know from Australivn
experience the value of such indigenous re-
ligious literature in the colonies, and it must
be of still greater consequence for your more
agrienltural population.  Pray let me have
another number, and believe me,
“Yours very truly,
“J. OswaLp Dykes, D.D.”

“ Drummondville, Aug. 14th, 1873,
“Dear Sir,—1 am much pleased with the
tone and vigour of Tue CirIsTIAN MoNTHLY
and trugt that it may enjoy a wide circulation,
and be honoured by doing much good in an
important departent of Christian enterpriso
1 am particularly pleased with its clear state
ments of Bible truths and its decided con-
demnation of all sin,
“1 am, yours faithfully,
“J. A. F. McBawx,
¢ Minisier of Can, Bresby. Church..
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“1 have examined Tie Cuxistiay MoNTuLY
and feel glad to recommend a periodical so
full of interesting matter and so ably con-
ducted. It is an exeellent fumily book.

“Joun Fraser,
“Mindster of Can. Pres. Church.
* Kincandine, 6th June, 1873."”

¢ Paris, Ont., March 18th, 1874,
“My Dear Sir,— I am glad you have been
able (o contivue M1, Kennedy's poblication

in a new form, and tv wmake it so attractive,

and interesting. 1 wish you a large measure
of suecess in yonr work,
I rennin, &ec.,
¢ James RosrrIsox,
“ Minister of Cun. Pres. Church,”

“ Port Hope, Feb, 7th, 1874.
¢ Dear Sir,—1 used to read the Good News
with much pleasnre. 1 find its chavacter is
not changed under the new garb. I sincerely
wish you success in your cnterprise.
“1am, &e.,
¢ SamveL Leban.”
‘¢ Milton, Halton Co.
¢ Dear Sir,—We congratulate yon on the
suceess of your undertaking.  Each sueceed-
ing munber is better than its predecessor.
“P. D. Scorr.”

“Poronto, April 10th, 1874
“1 weleome the arrival of Ty CHRISTIAN
Moxrury with great pleasure, and peruse its
articles with delight, and, 1 trust, with profit,
Your selections in prose and poctry are ex-
cellent.
¢ JaMis Browx."”

“ Oflice of the Christian, Boston,
“Mass., U.S.A., Aug 13th, 1873,

+The Editor of Curisyiay MoNinLy,
¢ Dear Sir,—I greet you as a worker in the
good cause, and pay that the Lord may be
with you and prosper the work of your hands.

< Yours traly in Christ,

“ 1. L. Hasnuxes,

“ Edstor of Christian.”

“ Rev. and Dear Sir,—I have not time just
now to say all 1 feel like saying about Twg
ChiisraN Moxrny, and ean only say that
1 prize it as mmongst the very best of its
class. T shall feel it my duty to do morve for
its civeulation in future.,.

“Yours cordiaily,
O, 8. FasTMAY,
S daqent for 1. O, Relipions Rooke and Tract

Socicty, and Minister of M, E. Clurch?

‘¢ As far as I have examined THE Citristian
"Moxrurry, T consider it a good family maga.
zire, and will be happy to see it received into
each family of our congregation.
¢ WILLIANM “I“Ir):lmrsos,
res. Minister,
¢ Glammyis, July 2nd, 1878." br

‘““From my knowledge of the Editor and
others connected with T1E Ciristiax Moxt.
LY, I can confidently recommend it to all who
desire profitable reading.

“J, STRAITH,
‘“Knox Church, Paisley,”

“From a hasty glance at the contents of
Tue Curisriax Moxvuny, I am of opinion
[that its circulation is caleulated to do good.
I shall be happy to see it well sustained.

“N. S. Burwasuy,
¢ Wesleyan Minister,
¢ Paisley, July 10th, 1873.”

¢ Holyrood, Dec. 17th, 1873.

‘¢ As regards matter and arrangement, the
whole is truly excellent, and will compare
favourably with any religious periodical of
the day.

“Dexcay DAVIDSON,
¢ Presbyterian Minister,”

“ Kilsyth, 13th April, 1874.
“Tur Curistiax MoxinLy is a welcome
visitor here. I am happy to hear it well
spoken of everywhere.
“Winuiax Beaton.”

“I am much delighted with Tur Crnis-
TIAN MoNsTuny. It is the very thing we
need amongst our Christian people. :

“NEIL ‘.\Iclhx.\'ox.
““Beimont, Out., April, 1874.”

“Woodstock, 17th April, 1874,

“1 have much pleasure in recommending
Tur Canapa Cunistiay MonTniy as bein
in all respects what it professes to be, an
not like others of our so-called religions peri-
odicals—instruments for letting the Church
down to the level of the world.

““Those who wish religious reading, safe,
solid, and interesting, will find that in its
pages, without the garnishing of novels or
narratives, whence no nourishment for the
soul aud strength for glorifying God can
possibly be extracted.

¢¢Jonx McTavisu.”




