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THE AMERICAN ARCTIC SAVAGE.

BY FREDERICK SCHWATKA.

4

4
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KIRTING the rim of
the great-Arctic Ocean
with its area about
equal to that of the
United States, are to
be found several sav-
age commînunities dif-
fering iii racial, tribal

and other ethnographie elements anid

to describe those which are *confined to

the American continent, or the Anieri-
can Arctic savage, is the object of this
article.

While Lapland and Siberia give a
number of different tribes having no
common larguage, customs; etc., as
the Lapps, Samoyedes, Tchukclhees, and
others, it is a somewhat singular fact that
the American continent gives but one,
the Eskimo, although its length of Arctic

coast-liue is nearly equal to that of the
eastern hemisphere, making up in sinu-
osities almost what it lacks in longitud-
inai spread. Where the.mighty Macken-

zie River sweeps into the Arctic, and
Alaska's noblest stream, the Yukon, just
tips the circle of that zone, both water-
courses carry with them the American
Indian for a very short distance within
the polar regions; but to where this race
occupies a mile along the polar parts of
these rivers, the Eskimo extends a hun-
dred. miles beyond the Arctic circle into
the temperate zone. In fact no savage
race in the world, or within historic
times, has spread over and lield sucl,
a vast extent of territory as the Eskimo.
And yet this vastness, reaching fron the
Atlantic to the Pacifie Oceain, and facing

both those great bodies of water, is in-
significant in depth, being merely the
coast-line which stretches from one ocean
to the other around the northern part of
America, and from which the Eskimo
dare not depart any dis.tance, as from
the sea come three-fourths of the sus-
tenance he manages to wrest -from a
niggardly nature. From half-way down

the cheerless, ice-bound coast of Labra-

dor (once beyond -the straits of Belle
Isle), the Eskimo is found in strag-
gling numbers and interrupted intervals

along tie shtore of the northern Atlantic,
northteri ludson' Bay, all the Arctic

Ocean, the Aimericat side of Bering's
Sea and the Pacific Ocean to about the
iiouth of tie Copper River of Alaska-
fron the St. Lawrence to St. Elias.

Politically tle Eskiio are under four
flags of civilized poers, those of Green-
land owiiir Daiish allegiaiice, thie Brit-
ish cross of St. George beinîg over all to
Alaska, wliere'our own stars, and stripes
occasionally greet tleir sight, while a
very few thtat have fouiid a foothold on
the nearest Asian shores are under the
great White Czar. Yet with this vast
longitudinal stretch of country encon-
passed, I doubt if all the Eskimo of
America would outnunber many of our
western Indian tribes -which find their
homes within mucli narrower limits of
territory.

Whiy human beings have been found
living in this lone land of desolation bas
given rise to no little theorizing and
speculation, the bulk of whicl seems to
be that théy are cruelly forced to abide
here by the supposed greater strength of
the savages to the south of them. My
own ideas are with the " respectable
minority" which believes that they are
found in these regions for the sane
reasons that we find the reindeer, the
musk-ox, and the. valrus; that is, it
suits their . peculiar tenperament and
disposition better than any other cli-
mate or condition possibly could, and'
tlhey are no iore forced into thte frigid
zone by othter savages than the ani-

mals namied are held there by the ante-

lope, buffalo, or caribou of lower lati-
tudes. Wlhen ther are taken from their
Hyperboreaîi home they are as restless
to returr as the castaways in thteir own
land are to get back to civilization, aud
singular enough, despite all their desolate
surroundings, they are the most happy
and contented race, savage or civilized,
in the four corners of the earth; although
it is the coldest corner. The tale told
by Captain Hall of the deep longing of
the sick and sinking Eskimo, Kudlago,
to see lis land.of ice and snow before he
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE ESKIMO PEOPLE.

(This nap, at the best, can only claim to be approximately true, owing to the nomadic character of many
of the tribes, the migration of the animals on which they subsist, and other cause>. Were al the places
marked where old Eskimo ruins have heen found, it would cover nearly all the great Arctic Archipelago and
extenîd the other coast-line limits considlerably. Their sea-coast abiling character is well shown in following
their habitat. although a very few tribes live inland and sel<lon visit the sea. it should be noted also that some
few hybrid types of the Eskimo race are found on the Asiatic coast of Bering's Sea.-THE AUTHOR.)

died, and his joy on being carried to the

deck of the Arctic-bound ship when the

first iceberg was sighted, is as pathetic

as any ever told of tie return of Aretic
refugees to their land of flowers and for-
ests; an-d clearly shows that patriotism
and love of home is circumscribed by no

parallels of latitude nor infiuenced by
elinatie conditions. Wherever the In-
dians and Eskimo have cone in contact
in an aggressive way, the northern
nonsads have steadily pushed back tieir

copper-colored neighbors, and the only

placies where they-the Eskimo-have

penet-rated far inland to reside, is along
the Yukon and Kouskoquim Rivers of
Alaska. Here they iave elbowed out
the Indian for some hundreds cf asiles,
and find a luxuriant living on the -swarm-
ing fisheries of these streams.

It has been urged by somîe scientists,
with no small degree of ingeniious reason-
ing that the prehistoric cavemen of Èu-
rope were the progenitors of the present
widely dispersed Eskimo race. At that
time mueh of Europe was overspread by
a huge sheet of ice (the glacial epoch
of geology) and along its edges a hardy
race of people hunted the reindeer and
lived in caves. Being a cold-elimatê-lov-
insg race they followed the ice-sheet as
it retreated northward until the Aretic

Ocean stopped their polar pilgrimage.
Then they folIlowed its flat coast east and
west until they came to mountainous

country where elevation gave them the
cold denied by northern nigration, and
they stopped in the hilly land of the
northern Scandinavian peninsula where
the Lapps live, and in the Arctic coast
of America, much of wlich,is high and

precipitqus.
The Eskimo, the Lapis. ansd ancient

cavemen, have many points in common.
They are nearly ail small in stature,
while, more important from a scientific
standpoint, their crania are so similar as
to point to a common origin. The Eskimo
are noted for their love of rude sculpture

with and drawing on wairus ivory, rein-
deer horns, and sueh materials as their
lone land furnishes, and this primitive
art is found amoncg the relies of the Eu-

ropean cavemen; one engravimg on a
reindeer horn of the prehistorie mam-
moth exciting a deep interest as showing
that that huge animal was contempor-
aneous with man before history was be-
gun, except by such fragmentary links
as this very engraving recorded.

While the Eskimo undoubtedly are a
short-statured and small race of people,
a two years' residence with then on the
Atlantic side and a summer's experience
among them on the Pacifie coast has con-
vinced me that they are not of such a

pygmy growth as popular belief pictures
them; and this has been spoken of before
by some who have had extended contact
with them. One tribe I saw, in fact,
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seemed to. ei to averag, well with, if no,
surpass, the Caucasian race, at least in
weigh t. They were locate(l iiiair(l around
the mouth of Back% Great Fish River,
living off seals that there abo'und, and
from iwhichi diet they get their tribal
nanie-the Netschilluk, or seal-eaters.
Tho'se of the west coast of Greenland,
froni their accessibility to travelers,.have
been described the most, and being below
even the average height of the Eskimo
as a whole race, our general notioris have
been derived too much from this source.
The Eskimo of Alaska, or sucli as I saW
of them, are larger framed than those of
Hudson's Bay, Hudson's Strait or Green-
land, and yet I do not think they will
compare in this particular with the inter-
mediate Netschilluk.

Although the Eskimo are smaller than
the white races, I think.they will compare
very favorably with them in bodilv
strength, which means, of course, for
equal weights they are more museu-
lar. When returning from mysledge
journey to King William's Land in
the good muscular condition result-
ing from a walk of over 3,000 miles,
and even then weighing 219 pounds,
I do not think I had the strength of
one of my Eskimo sledgemen, Too-
Slooah by name, who weighed but 20
or 25 pounds over half as nuch.
This was evidenced by our respect-
ive handlings of the loaded sledge in

tight pinches," and giving full al-
lowance to him for greater experi-
eice in such matters, and amply
acknowledging that many assumed
feats of strength have more of dex-
terity and practice in them than that
which they are claimed to prove.

When we started on our northern trip.
Toolooah's sledge had a weight of over
3.000 pounds on it, hauled by nineteen
fine dogs, and when he was at its head,
with a tight grip in- the seal-thong lash-
ings, he would readily sway the.head of
the vehicle backwards and forwards as it
wentcover 'snow where occasional pro-
jecting stones made it dangerous for the
shoe-runners unless quickly and prompt-
ly avoided by good guidance. I must
say that he was about the average in
strength of his own race. Their constant
out-door life, winter and summer, doing
the, hardest work in the healthiest of

163674

clirriates, is probably suiilicipnt to accouit
for their great muscular developmieit.

Their universal clothing is inade fromn
the skin of the reindeer, w-hich animal
is fortunately abundint in their iaid, as
a usual thing, fo'r its l)eculiar fur is un-
doubtedly the warmest in the worhld for
the same amou'nt of weight. Thei'e are
often manv variations in the trimmnings
made of otiier furs, as that of the polar
bear, musk ox, Aretie fox, wolverine,
or even the downy breasts of the eider-
duck, dovekie, or auk, and in some in-
stances they .replace the reindeer fur
largely;- but among the bands of central
Eskimo, where the most of my northern
travels were cast, the reindeer was the
only fur used to warm theni as cover-
ing day or night, for it was equally
used as beddinîg or clothing, vhile the
flesh of the animal gave them their most
delicious meat. Their. palates are not
very exacting, however, and I doubt if

ESKlMO HE.AD.

one-third the reindeer that are now slain
would be killed were meat the only ob-

ject in view, and notthie clothiing, with-
out which their country would be almost
uninhabitable, and with which they can
spend the winter far more comfortably
than can tle savages of so-called temper-
ate regions with their deficient appliances.

It is about equally difficult for the
Eskimo hunter to secure a walrus or a
reindeer, and as the former will give
about a ton of meat, and the latter only
about one-tenth as much, it is clear w-hy
the w-alrus would be selected if only the
meat and its palatability were concerned.

, *1,
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The walrus forms the principal food of tie year, aithougîs varyîng nppreciably
the Eskimo race wherever it is fouid, andin this respect during the dierent son-
it is so generally distributed over the Arc- sons, wsile tie reisdeer-for nssc-oxeu
tic part of the North American continent are nowiere nunerous enough to enter

that it undoubtedly makes up the.bulk of largely as food-are oiy ja goosi condu-
sustenance for tion for a few nonths in the fall and
the whole race, early winter, the coldest nonths in the
with the vari- vear, Janiuany, February and Marchs,
ous seals fol- often finling them livid in their leanness.
lowing closely Yet, in spite of all this, my northern

travels threw me in contact with
a fair-sized tribe of Eskino that
lived largely on this kind of
meat, catching only enougi seal
fromn an inlet that cut deep into

their country to supply their
stone lamps witi a little light
durissg the long dark winter
nirlt. Those living on seal.and
walrus iad enough oil to warmi

their houses-though made of
snow-many degrees higher than
the intense cold outside, and

would take off their outside suit
of reindeer clothes whes in the
house, while the reindeer hunters
seldom had a temperature even
a little above that of the atmos-

phere outside, and often renained double

clothed as if in the open.

Their homes were cold and cheerless
in the extreme, but they had powers of
resisting it that seened phenomenal and
far beyond human endurance as we.have
found it limited in our own zone. I have
known osse of these cold-weather cava-

REINDEER COAT OF ESKIMO WOMAN. hors to take a reindeer bide that had
beonl soaking in the -water, and that

behind, and both these kind of meats am- was frozen as stiff as a plate of boler-
ply supplemented by salion, cod, whale, iron, and put it ngainst his bare body,
nusk-oxen, reissdeer and polar bear, withholding it there, not osly until it was
an occasional tribe here and there pre- tiawed ont, but until it was perfectly
ponderating in some of these latter foods dry The skia was to ho useS ns a

over the walrus and seal. The walrus dram-head for singin sdancing ex-
will not live wiere it is so cold that ercises, ans had to be dry ansihairless
all the wat'er channels are frozen over to answer that parpose, the soaking ris-
in the winter, as lie cannot cut a breath- ding it of the hair, whiie there were appar-
ing hole through the thick ice like the ently no other means of drying it than
smaller hair-seal, which is found in about the heroic methos adopted. From the
every part of the Aretie that man has large number of reindeer killesiby these
.penetrated, and at about all seasons of Eskimo -they are abundantly suppiies
the year. The greater amount of fatty with skins for bedding and clothing, ans
tissue in the.animals of the sea make in the making up of these necessaries
them more acceptable as food to the they have displayed so much tact ans
northernsr whose system craves such diet talent with thelimitesi ineans at hand
during the rigorous winter of that zone. that they are the best dressesinatives ln
The seai ansi valrus are fat throaghout the North. Fromf one of their fancy dis-

45(;
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plays on certain garments-the 1oot tops
-they get their distinctive tribal naine, makes it eminently adapted for tue coin-

the Kiinnelpetoos. fort and protection of these nortlîe'is

As I have already hinted, the winter nomads. These snow-bouses are called

houses of these central Eskimo are buiît igloos by lti nativçs, àîîd have beci so

o'f snow, and I think froml a two years often described by polar traveleis that

life in then that they are healtliier and I -ill oiily allude to a few of thei' more

more confortable than any of, 'Wood, iiteresting features. They vary uul in

which · must be peculiarly constructed sizeaccording to whether they- are t be

and generally void of proper ventilation permanently oceupied or oly foi a

to withstand such a rigorous winter. nigbt or two, for the wauderiug istes'

In some of the portions of territory cov- of that -ac land wiIl nake a seore of

f ered. by- this widely distributed race %igloos, ii whiclie will spend onlv fle

timber is found, as along ·the Yukon night to whe'e one is made for a longe'

and Kouskoquim Rivers of Alaska and residence. Eveis the permanent igloos

where a few of their numbers face the a'e so oly relatively- to their nmadie

t Pacifie Coast. In other places also drift- habits, and are seidom occupied over a

r' wood is thrown upon the shores of their month or six weeks, as in thei' constant

- country, as all over the Alaskan coast use the suow, by the waith of the atone

and for some distance east of the mouths lamp, is slowiy converted into ice, ai

f of the Mackenzie River, as well as parts then the sno bousebecomes clîillv auJ

of Greenland; and wherever thèse con- uncomfortable, ana is ahandoued foi' a

I ditions obtain, there these polar people new one tbat it takes tbe Eskimo builder

t build tiheir winter homes of logs and bat two or three hours to make.

e poles, the most of them being half-sub- The temporary igloos are but mee

terranean structures to conserve the kenneis, where one car lsardly tuî'î

warmtb. In ail other parts of their around without scraping tise snow off

e

-e

desoate tiberesslan thy m-t or te wad protecton ofthese ortshern

.id hmes o the ard sows -%-i nomaedes. Thpesmaen o-oues amre clle

-idfiece rete glesandlowtemerauremigos tenatvs fr nd havtee be en so

isftn deribed, pla as hT

îs- ure nknon inthe ame t i e .acordyiglto wh eherathey ar tongbe

pSIOVLAErmnentflyC cupeTrSny.o

deslat, tmbeies laci heymak t oei th wala l witIs emake or soul-

homesof te bad snos c 'ite ldes inTh c emaen ones ae monly com-

id ferceAreie giesand ow tmpeaturhmoios, andfae frlom occuien tover-ent

in * baveconvrtec int a dnsit andtex-fee i diamety converteif nto bice, Tnd

ss- are nknon i thesamemateiaiTepoarmpgoar igeoosrarey au singe
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structure, while tlie

pernanen]t ones of-
ten have two, three,

or four snow-houses

grouped around and
emptyiiig into a single one,-which night

be called the hall. The hallï>roper, how-

ever, of every snow-houseis usùally a

low passage-way of five4,to twenty feét in

lecngth, through which a person has to

crawl on 'his hands and knees, ahod

which is chiefly useful in excluding the

intensely cold winds outside, and as a

refuge for the numerous dogs whenever

particularly stormy weather prevails.
Their. almost universal method of

transportation is by dogs and sledges, for

the good and sufficient reason that the

average winter season in Eskimo land,
when sledges are used, far exceeds the

summer time, when the streams and

channels are open, and skini canoes and

SEAL AND WALRUS HUNTERS.

boats are employed. In fact, nhen I as

on King William's Land, in 1879, we
did not give up sledging on the land

until June 22d, and after that used the

shore ice of the sea until July 24th, when

it broke up. In the early part of Sep-

tember, the first snows again allowed us

to resume sledging. McClintock reported

that the sea-ice near this point broke up
with him as late as August 10th, and the

natives told me that.occasionally it.hap-
pened that the ice did not break up at

all, so that sledging could have beein

continuous here the whole year. The
most popular fallacy concerning our

northern people is that about their
being well supplied with tame rein-
deer to . draw their sledges. These

ESKIMO SLEDGE AND TEAM.
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traineid animais are coinfiied wholly to

the Arctie regions of the eastern conti-

nîent, the wild variety alone being kniownî

on the Aierican side.
Tiere is considerable diversity through-

out all,Eskimo land in even suiih simple
matters as a dog-teaim and sledge would
appear to be. lI the far northwest the

nethod employed is to have the dogs iii
ofe or ~two lines harnessed to a double
trace on either side, or to a single trace

between the two ines. In Greeniland
they radiate outwards like a fan, each
dog having his own' trace meeting at the

sledge while armong the central Eski-

mo, 
4 here most of my travels were

cast, the'same general arrangement is

maintained, but the traces are of unequal
length, the longest one belonging to an

unusually well-trained and intelligent
dog, called the leader,whose movements
as to going to the right or left, faster or

slower, stopping or starting, all the
others follow. The rate at which a
teani will travel is about as indefinite as
that at which a horse.will go. -A number

of good dogs, on a light sledge with notl-
ing but the driver to be lhauled, can meke
50 to 75 miles a day on srmooth salt-water
ice in the spring muonthls, while a heavily
laden sledge of 100 pounds to the dog on
the *rolling hill lands will do well at 15
to '20 miles a day, if it is to be keptnup
for a number of days. I lave'seen a
sledge with 3,600 pounds on it, dragged
by nineteen fine dogs on smooth salt-
water ice.

The northernmost inhabitants of the
earth are the Itanese Eskifno of Green-
land, numbering. between 100 and 150

people. Their wanderings are known
to reach to the 79th parallel of latitude,
where they are seemingly barred by the
huge Humboldt Glacier. The highest
reached by white men is not far beyond
this, a~id Eskimo.ruins have been found
between; - and, considering their - far
greater superiority to the Caiicasian
in traveling in those regions, it is more
tha ilikely that they~ have extended
their excursions beyond any point ever
attained by civilized explorers.

FREDERICK III. OF GERMANY.

OT the bold Brandenburg, at Prussia's birth:
Nor yet Great Frederick when his fields were won

And her domain stretched wide beneath the sun:
Nor William, whose Sedan aroused the earth,
Was hero, conqueror like the king whose worth
And woe subdued the world beside his bier.
Serene he walked with death through- year anid year

Slow-measured: bearing torture's deeps in dearth
Of hope-the faithful, steadfast, lofty soul

Ah, chant no dirge for him, but joyful pean!
While Baltic laves its borders, Rhine doth- roll.

No truer life will seek the empyrean
Than his whose fame nor realm nor age can span-
The manliest Emperor, the imperial man!

Edna Dean Proctor.
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