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“‘On the Nature and Uses of Sabotage.”’
Thorstein Veblen

—By

We give below a part of an article, under the
abové‘vaption, eontained in the New York ‘‘Dial,”’
ot April 15.

Veblen is an ex-professor of economies of an
American university, one of .many who a short
time back lost their chairs for refusing to sacrifice
their convietions op the eeonomies of capitalism,
to the vested interests who dictate the policies of
those halls of learning. He is now one of the asso-
ciate editors of .the ‘‘Dial,”’ one of the very best
of the organs of Liberal thought. A master of
irony, in his quiet, dry, hiimorous way of present-
ing the matter of his subject, he makes such play
with his Marxian logic that he gets his rapier point
bome unexpectedly to the reader, and in wunex-
pected places. He is always worth reading.

‘‘Sabotage,’’ he says, ‘‘is a derivitive of ‘Sabot.’
which is French for a wooden shoe. It means
going slow, with a dragging, clumsy movement,
meh as that manner footgur may he expeeted

: -om.- 80 it bs » any ma-
neouvre of slowing down, fn‘ eney, hungling,
obstruetion. In American usage the word is very
often taken to mean foreible obstruction, destruc-
tive tacties, industrial frightfulness, incendiarism
and high explosives, although that is plainly not
its first meaning nor its common meaning. Nor

no_doubt: to many
a{ﬁfo 3

i« that its ordinary meaning as the word is used
among those who have advoecated a recourse to
sabotage as a means of enforeing an argument
asbout wages or conditions of work. The ordinary
meaning of the word is better defined by an ex-
pression which has latterly come into use among
the 1. W. W, of effi-
cieney’—although that phrase does not cover all
that is rightly to be m«lndml under this techni-
cal term.

‘conseientious withdraway

‘““The sinister meaning which is often atached

fo the word in American usage, as denoting vio-

lence and disorder, appears to be due to the fact
that the American usage has been shaped chiefly
by persons and newspapers who_have aimed to
diseredit the use of sahotage by organized work-
men and who have therefore laid stress on its less
amiable manifestations. This is unfortunate., Tt
essens the usefulness of the word by making it
a means of denunciation rather than of under-
standing.”’

He then goes on to show some of its wider and

inating innocents, un-
m Tegal nmf

snapﬁoted

moral within the bourgeonu code, beezuse nmary/ consequent hard times all round.

Why Are You Out of Work ?

Control of the Rate and Volume of Output
Without some salutary restraint in the way of
sabotage on the productive use of the available in-
dustrial plant and workmen, it is altogether un-
likely that prieces could be maintained at a rea-
sonably profitable figure for any appreciable time.
A businesslike control of the rate and volume of
output is indispensable for keeping up a profitable
market, and a profitable market is the first and un-
remitting condition of prosperity in any ecom-
munity whose industry is owned and managed by
business ‘men. And the way and means of this
control of the output of industry are
always and necessarily something in the nature of
sahotage—something in the way of retardation,
restriction, withdrawal,” unemployment of plant
and workmen—whereby production is kept short
of productive capaeity. The mechanical industry
of the new order is inordinately produetive. So
the rate and volume of output have to be regulated
with a view to what the traffie will bear—that is
what will yield the largest net return in
terms of price to the business men in charge of
-~ comntry’s. indnstrial -aystesn. = Otherwise there
m be “overpreduction,’’ businéss gepression, and
Overproduction

necessary

1o say.

to the preservation of the bourgeois svstem <of means production in execess of what the market

produetion for profit.” We regréet to have to skip
drastically much of his artiele, for Jack of space.
The captions, heading paragraphs, are our own.

will earry off at a sufficiently profitable price. So
it appears that the continued prosperity of the
(€ontinued on Page Two)
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A Reconstructlon of the Ruling Class

State Capitalism Is the Aim of the Large Interests
This Will Aid Continued Rule of King Capital

The reconstruction period, as it is called,” will
be a very important one for all members of society,
but espeecially for the capitalist elass. * On the igsue
of this period depends the existerice of their class.
In those countries where the capitalists are the
Jriling elass, they will use every means in their
power to make their existence secure. All social
institntions will be tampered with, more or less.
They will be put in new moulds, as it were, that
Jook well. The social and institutional adjust-
ments that will be made by the ecapitalist class
government are of the highest importance, be-
cause if they are pleasing to the people, they will
“form a bulwark of defence for the oapnalm sys-
" fme for some time to come. —

- Lot no working man or woman be mmuken on
“ point, that the reconstruetion period is the
. golden moment for the capitalist class to re-affirm
*"j strengthen its rule over society, and it. will

. ‘Mot be found napping in making use of this mo-

' is"therefore both interesting and instruetive

o mke a survey of the policy the capitalist gov-

Mt in Csnada will pursue to aecomplish th/
ﬂ the capitalist eclass desire. The recent pur-

@hasé of the railway systems by the Canadian gov-

‘ernment indicgtes the character of the reconstrue-
" tion, the general line of development that will be

FROM THE ‘‘HAMILTON LABOR NEWS"

followed. Nationalization of industry will be a
slogan during this period. The government, how-
ever, will not purchase all industries, though it
may purchase some. But what is more to the
point, the government will exercise more econtrol
over all inddstries, whether they actually belong
to the government or not, both in their internal
and external affairs. In other words, capitalistic
forees and influences are endeavoring to move us
into a period of social existence which might most
aptly be described by the term State Capitalism.

There is a combination of eireumstances foréimg
Canadian eapitalism in the direetion of state eapi-
falism. 'The war is just over, and times promise
to_be prety hard. Unemployment threatens to be
pretty hard.’ Unemployment threatens to stalk
the land again with hungry mein. The. working
class is restless. The working men would not. en-
dure many nights in the bread line. They are al-
ready in an ugly mvod owing to the autoeratie
orders-in-couneil passed by the eabinet in the last
days of the war. A few days without bread, a
few nights spent without shelter, wonld reaet on
the patience of the working eclass like a lighted
mateh reacts on a powder magazine. Moreover,
the action of the working class first in Russia, and
then in- Germany, has given the Canadian working
¢lass a feeling of its power, has made it feel some-

.what liké a boy after he has killed his first bird

with a sling shet.
Owing to this moad of the vorking elass, it is

evident the capitalist elass has reached the pass
where it has to tread with caution. The ground
vnder its feet is very slippery. Something must
he done to control this working class, to appease
it, to tame it, to cool its revolutionary ardor. The
capitalist politieians have responded to their eom-
rades’ call to save Canadian eapitalism by fleeing
into the arms of State Capitalism.

It was not by chance, nor yet by choice, but by
necessity that the Canadian government adopted
the poliey of the nationalization of industry, as
it is popularly ecalled. This policy has long been
a political fad among the Radicals. The: Union
government, the high priest of Canadian eapital-
ism, had to get the support of these Radieals to
ensure its existence in power. The radiéals are
made upof four groups—the intellectuals. the petty
bourgeios, the Conservative and the or-
ganized farmers. Each of these _groups” demand
nationalization of industry for reasong peculiar to
their economié status. The Conservative trade

unions

‘unions demand it because they think it will give

Y

them some reforms and infrease their political in-
fluence. The farmers Took upon the policy as a
sort of politieal patént medicine, which will surely
cure all soeial jlls if the directions are only fol-
lowed serupuyléusly. And now as the Turgots and
Nickers of capitalism have adopted State Capi-
talism 48 a policy, the bourgeoisie itself no longer
fpar4h1n fad of the Radicals, but consider it some-

(Continued on Page Three) o
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Why Are You Out of Work?

((‘ontinued from Page One)
country from day to day hangs on a “‘‘conscien-
tious withdrawal of efficiency’’ by the business
men who control the country’s industrial output.
They control it all for their own use, of course,
and their own use means always a profitable price.

Indispensable Condition of Price System

in any community that is organized on the
price system, with investment and business enter-
prise, habitual unemployment of the available in-
dustrial plant and workmen, in whole or in part,
sppears to be the indispensable condition without
which tolerable conditions of life eannot be main-
tained. That is to say, in no such community can
the -industrial system be allowed to work at full
capacity for any appreciable interval of time, on
pain of business stagnation and consequent priva-
tion for all classes and conditiors of men. The re-
quirements of profitable business will not tolerate
it. So the rate and volume of output must be ad-
justed to the needs of the market, not to the work-
ing capacity of the available resources, equipment
and man power, nor to the community’s need of
eonsumahble goods. Therefore there must always
be a certain variable margin of unemployment of
plant and man power. Rate and volume of out-
put can, of course, not be adjusted by exceeding
the productive capacity of the industrial system.
So it has to be regylated by keeping short of maxi-
mum produetion by more or less, as the condition
of the market may require. Tt is always a ques-
tion of mores or less unemployment of plant and
man power, and a shrewd moderation in the un-
employment of these available resources, a ‘‘con-
scientious withdrawal of efficiency,’’ therefore, is
the beginning of wisdom in all sound workday
business enterprise that has to do with industry.

All this is matter of course and notorious., But
it is not a topic on which one prefers to dwell.
Writers and speakers who dilate on the meriterious
exploits of the nation’s business men will not
commonly allude to this voluminous running ad-
rinistration of sabotage, this conscientious with-
drawal of efficiency, that goes into their ordinary
day’s work. One prefers to dwell on those exeep-
tional, sporadic, and spectacular episodes in busi-
ness where business men have now and &gain suec-
cessfully gone out of the safe and sane highway
of conservative business enterprise that is hedged
about with a conscientious withdrawal of effi-
ciency, and have endeavored to regulate the out-
put by increasing the produetive capacity of the
industrial system at one point or another.

The Common Man Has Won the War and Lost His
Livelihood -

But after all, such habitual recourse to peace-
able or surreptitious measures of restraint, delay,
and obstruction in the ordinary businesslike man-
agement of industry is too widely known and too
well approved to call for much exposition or illus-
tration. Yet, as one capital illustration of the
scope and force of such businesslike withdrawal
of efficiency, it may be in place to recall that all
.the ecivilized nations are just now undergoing an
experiment in businesslike sabotage on an unex-
ampled seale and carried out with urexampled
effrontery. All these nations that have come
through the war, whether as belligerents or as
neutrals, have come into a state of more or less
pronounced distress, due to a scarcity of the com-
mon neécessaries of life; and this distress falls, of
course, chiefly on ‘the common sort, who have' at
the same time borne the chief burden of the war
which has brought them to this state of distress
The ecommon man has won the war and lost his
livelihood. This need not be said by way of praise
or blame. As it stands it is, broadly, an objeec-
tive statement of fact, which may need some
slight qualification, such as broad statements of
fact will commonly need. Al these nations that
haxe come through thé war, and more particularly

<vcarcely need explicit statement.

the common run of their populations, are very
mueh in need of all sorts of supplies for daily ase.
both for immediate consumption and for produc-
tive use. So much so that the prevailing state of
distress rises in many- places to an altogethér un-
wholesome piteh  of privation, for want of the
necessary food, clothing, and fuel. Yet in all
these countries the staple industries are slowing
down, There is an ever inecreasing withdrawal
of efficiency. The industrial plant is inereasingly
runring idle or half .idle. running increasingly
short of produetive capacity. Workman are being
;aid off and an increasing number of those work-
men who have been serving in the armies are going
idle ror vont of work, at the 3a41.: time that the
troops which are no longer needed in the service
are being demobolized as slowly as popular sen-
t'ment will tolerate, apparont'y for fear that the
vier'er of unemployed worl'men in the covniry
may presently inerease to such proportions as to
bring on a ecatastrophe. And all the while
these peoples are in great need of all sorts of
woods and services which these idle plaiits and
idie workmen are fit to produce. Bnt for reasons
of business expediency it is impossible to 'et these
idle plants and idle workmen ¢o to work—thst
is to say for-reasons of insufficient profit to the
business men interested, or in other words, for
reasons of insufficient in.(‘()lll(‘ to the vested in-
terests which control the staples inlustries and so
regulate the output of produet. The traffie wil'
not bear so large a production of goods as the
community . needs for ecurrent consumption, be-
cause it is considered doubtful whether so large
a supply could be sold at prices that would yield
a reasonable profit on the investment—o:r rather
on the capitilization; that is fo say, it i3 consid
ered doubtful whether an inereased production.
such as to employ more workmen and snuprly the
goods needed by the ecommunity, woull result in
an increased net aggregate income for *he vested
interests which econtrol these industries. A rea-
sonable profit always means, in effeet the largest
obtainable profit.

All this is simple and obvious, and it should
It sis for these
business men to manage the country’s,industry.
of course, and therefore to regulate the rate and
volume of output; and also of course any regula-
tion of the output by them will be made with a
view to the needs of business; that is to say, with
a view to the largest obtainable net profit, ngt with
a view to the physical needs of these peoples who
have come through the war and have made the
world safe for the business of the vested interests.
Should the business men in charge, by any chance
aberration, stray from this straight and narrow
path of business integrity, and allow the com-
munity’s needs unduly to influence their man-
agement-of the community’s industry, they would
rresently find themselves discredited and would
probebly face insolvency. Their only sa:vation
i< a econscientious withdrawal of efficiency. All
this lies in the nature of the case. It is the work-
ing of the price system, whose creatures and
agents these business men are. Their case  is
rather pathetie, as indeed they adm:" quite volu-
bly. 'They are not in-a position to manage with a
free hand, the reason being that thev Fave.in the
past, under the routine requiremen's of the price

‘¢em as it takes effeet in corporation finan~e,
'vsken on so large an overhead %mirden of fixed
charges that any appreciable decrease in the net
earnings of the business will bring -any well-
managed concern of this class face to face with
bankruptey.

Prices Must Be Keyt Up
At the present conjuncture, brought-on by the

war- and its termination, the cas¢ stands some- .

what in this typical shape. In the recent past
earnings have been large; these large earnings
(free incorhe) have been capitalized; their ecapi-
talized value has been added for.-the corporate
capital and covered with securities bearing a
fixed mcome charge;: this incowre charge, repre-

senting frec income, has there* v Lecome a liahi-

lity on the earnings of the corporation; this liabi-
lit. cans.ot be met in case the conevrn’s net ag-
grecae carnings fall off in an; deuree; therefore
prices must be keot up to sie! a fizure as wil
bring the ldrgest net aggiregdte »-turn, and the
only means of keeping up prices is a conscientious
withdrawal of efficiency in these staple industries
on which the ecommunity depenis Tor a supply of
the necegsaries of life:
For the Good of Business It is Necessary to Cur-
tail Production

Tre bu'uess econununity has hopes of tiding
things over by this means, but it is still a point
in doubt whether the present unexampled large
use of sabotage in the businesslike management
of the staple industries will now suffice to bring
the business community through this grave crisis
without a disastrous shrinkage of its capitaliza- -
tion, and a consequent liquidation; but the point
is not in doubt that the physical salvation of these
peoples who have come through the war must in
any case wait on the pecuniary salvation of these
of 'corporate securities which represent
free income. It is a sufficiently diffieult passage.
I+ appears that production must be curtailed in
the staple industries, on pain eof unprofitable
prices. The ecase is not so desperate in those in-
dustries which have immediately to do with the
production of superfluities; but even these, which
depend chiefly on the custom of those kept classes
to whom the free income goes, are not feeling al-
together secure. For the good of business it is
necessary to curtail production of the means of
life, on paim of unprofitable prices, at the same
time that the increasing need of all sorts of the
necessaries of life must be met in some passable
fashion, on pain,of such popular distress when it
passes the limit of tolerance. ,

Price Is Essence of Case—Livelihood Is No

Those wise business men who are charged with
administering the salutary modicum of sabotage
at this grave juncture may conceivably be faced
with a dubious choice between a distasteful eur-
tailment of the free income that goes to tHe vested
interests, on the one hand, and aneunmanageable
onset of popular discontent on the other hand. And
in either alternative lies disaster. Present indi-
cations would seem to say that their choice will
fall out according to ancient habit, that they will
be likely to hold fast by an undiminished free in-
come for the vested inferests at the possible cost
of any popular discontent that may be in pros-
pect—and then, with the help of the courts and
the military arm, presently make reasonable terms
with any popular discontent that may arise. In
which event it should oceasion no surprise or
resentment, inasmuch as it would be nothing un-
usual or irregular and would presumably be the
most expeditions way of reaching a ‘‘modus vi-
vendi.”’ During the past few weeks, too, quite
an unusually large number of machine guns have
heen sold to industrial business concerns of the
larger.sort, here and there! at least so they say.
Basiness enterprise being the palladinum of the
Republie, it is right to take any necessary mea-
sures for its safeguarding. Price is of the essence
of the case, whereas livelihood is not.

Business as Usual

The grave emergeney that has arisen out of the
war and its provisional conclu#on is, after all,
nothihg execeptional éxcept in magnitude and se-
verity. In substance it is the same sort of thing
that goes on continually but unobtrusively and as
a matter of course in ordinary times of business
an usual. Tt is only that the eéxtremity of the
case is calling attention to itself. At the same
time it serveés impressively to énfroee the broad
proposition that a conscientious withdrawal of effi-
ciency. is . the beginning of wisdom in all estab-
lished business enterprise that has to do with in-
dustrial production. But.it has béen found that
this grave interest which the vested interests al-
ways have in a salutary retardation of industry
at one point or another cannot well be left alto-
gether to the hapharard and ill-coordinated eof-

(Continued from Page Three)
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A RECONSTRUCTION OF THE RULING CLASS
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what as they do H. G. Well’s latest novel-—some-
thing exquisitely elegant, but almost painfully
I.-anulew.

Indeed, the eapitalists, as a class, have nothing
to fear from State Capitalism. The? certainly
feather their nest and feather it well. by exehang-
ing storks, in many instances of doubtful value,
for well secured government bonds. The dangers
lie all in the side of the working class. There are
the dangerous consequences, and they are consid-
erable, that will ensue from the increased power
the government will secure as a far;\?gu employer of
kbor. The quality of merey Shich a\government
as an employer of labor has towards its\employees
Las been sufficiently illustrated during the war so
as not to need any further comment. The govern-
ment as the national trustee of capitalist, property,
" will beecome as ultra-conservative and reactionary
as such trustees always are. Besides, the govern-
ment officials, wsually recruited from the ranks
of the hourgeois class, will have few sympathies
for the aspirations of the toiling masses. -They
never do. Alienated from the people by the jea-
lousy with which they guard their prestige as offi-
cials, they will be further estranged by their over-
estimation of their responsibility as wards of gov-
eérnment properties. It will not make these officials
any more sympathetic hecause they hgve been
elected by some democratic form of election pro-
cedure. Tt has never had that effeet in the past,
#0 why in the future? ispecially in a land where
the corporate interests have always suceeeded in
securing the election at the polls®of their politieal
favorites. Besides, the corporation stockholders
and the government bondholders will not relax in
their efforts to secure suitable and desirable offi-
cials' and members of parliament. Quite the eon-
trary. For ander the new arrangement, even more
80 1hau under. the old, it will he recessary for the
water elass to see to it that there is an obedient
government in power, with'a sutliviently v able
retinue of officials, so that its M omerty and  its
bonde may be securely guardedl  Thus, govern-
ment under the order of State Caprtalism is but
a aore thoroughly organized hegemony of the
capitalist class.

Aceordingly the reconstruetion propeets as de-
signed by the capitalist class, through its age.ts,
does not aim at making any radieal changes in
social relationships and in the machinery of gov-
ernment. Of course, some of the more antiquated
social forms and relations will be discarded. and
new ones substitu And as for the government
machinery, eertain |repairs will be made, and im-
provements will be introduced into some of its
working parts. - But all this will only enable the
plutoeracy to guide, direet and control, the more
efficiently, the many national aetivities. More-
cver, this governmental machine will spin long,
legal fingers that will streteh out and worm them.
selves into and direct even the simplest social re-
lations. Indeed, its buzzing wheels will hum with
but one tune—the siren song, direct and eontrol.

To eontrol ghe working elass, that is the great
objective of the whole reconstruction policy. - For
tnless the. working class is put under control, the
capitalist eclass eannot g0. on with its work of ex-
tending trade, inergasing profits, grabbing new
Possessions and preparing for the next war. Be-
fore a working elass that it cannot contrel, the
eapitalist elass stands as helpless as a lamh does
before a lion. Consequently, it does not take a
Nery great power of insight into political matters
to see how essential it is that our elass govern-
ment should plan on passing such legislation,
. Should seek to ecreate such soeial conditions, as
will give it the proper eontrol over the minds and
bodies of the toiling masses.

This, at present, is the greatest problem which
eanfronts the government, and its -array of off-
cials and soeial welfare workers And owing tn
its intricate complexity and the many variations

that enter in, it is a diffieult preblem to solve. But,
cn the whole, the proletariat is looked upon by
the bourgeosie as a mass of human animals that
must be given ‘employment, must be housed, must
be amused, and whese’ thinking process must be
trained to run along certain eerebral
These four requirements constitute ‘‘the problem
of politicians, and professors, too. is to accept it as
@ law that the. measure of peace and order that
will obtain in a state at any given moment ean be
guaged by the degree to which these four funda-
mental requirements  of thé proletariat are satis-
fied. Evidently, politicians and professors have
their own peeculiar way of sizing up the needs and
demands of the working eclass.
eriough to know that the first thing the working
class demands” is employment. Indeed. employ-
ment ‘has a double virtue. For a working elass
that is‘employed gan not only furnish itself, to
ome extent at least, with all its requirements, hut
it can_and does also, at thesame time, create
profits for the emplovers. The lafter is, of course,
the highest virtue. On the other hand. a working
class that is unemployed is a hungry mob and
dangerous. Tt is not. therefore. strange that the
chief eoncern-of the government in the eoming
adjustment from a war to a peace basis, should
he to secure employment to all the workers in
Canada. In truth, its fate does, in the last ana-
lysis, depend upon its eapacity to do this.

But peradventure the governmenf eannot pro-
vide the necessary number of jobs—what then?
Reeourse will then be taken to other means. These
means easily suggest themselves. Fer it is a fact
that man does not live of bread alone. He has
the hunger for amusement, the hunger to bury
2nd to forget his personal” troubles in the bosom
of pleasant imaginations, the hunger which arises
from the hope ‘‘which springs eternal in the human
breast.”’ This hunger for the ideal is eertainly a
legal appeitite, and its presence promises well for
the futute development of the working class. But
the capitalist class wants to use this appetite for
its own purpose, as all ruling elasses have always
done. Knowing full well that as a man thinks so
he is. it wants to get the working class to think
in such a way that this elass will play right inte
its hand. And by puffing up the workingman wit),
1 sense of national pride, hy indoetoring him with
a narrow patriotism, hy eentering his reading on
nothing more serious than the ordinary love story
by limiting the range and depth of his
thought to the vagaries of ho” weois ethies and
by feeding his imagination with sueh intellectua!
treats as the <ommon run of moving pictures,
the bourgecise hope to develop type of warn.
inanan that ~an he easily eontroll=d, and 10 whowm
amusement and reereative pleasures will act as a
substitute for food, a stimulant to the body and a
narcotic against the pangs of physical hunger.
Such an one would indeed be an ideal working-
man.  For passively and patiently he will hope
and wait for and dream about better days to
come, although he may, all the while, be wasting
away and dying in poverty and misery,

But what the government wishes to do and
what it will actually do are, of course, two dif-
ferent matters. It may be that the working class
has_learned so mueh that it will not take kindly
to being indoetrined with the bourgeois ideal of a
workingman, for assuredly, it is only the most
ignorant and doecile that would submit ' to sueh
an indoctrination. And so, in the way of a pre-
cautionary measure, lest the patience of the work-
ing elass runs outtoo soon. the government has
revived the old. and onee dishanded. RN.WM.P.
to look after the reealeitrant.

Obviously, hawever, all other plans and schemes
to the contrary notwithstanding, the first and most
diffieult problem the Canadian goyernment has to
solve is the providing of employmént, for no ome
canw live any length of time on hot air and the
imagination. But as the ‘solution of this problem
depends upon international relations over whieh
no one. government has any eomplete —eontrol,
there is no one national government that ean

grooves.

the

They are clever

colve it. The ‘Canadian government cannot solve
it alone—no, not.even for Canada. So all its
promises and endeavors along this line appear as
so much stage play. Hence one is foreed to the
conclugion thdt !the reconstruction policy of the
government,. so Jar as the working class in’ eon-
when boiled down to its simplest form,
of the u'ipir;l“sf class—to keep the
working quiet and apparently contented
while it devélops the means whereby it ean econ-
tinne it<_ parasitie existence on the body of the

cerned, is,
the old game

class

toiling masses.

WHY ARE YOU OUT OF WORK?
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forts of individual business concerns, each. taking
‘are of its own particular line of sabotage within
its own premises. The needed sabotage can best
be administered on a comprehensive plan and by
a central authority, since the country’s industry is
cf the nature of a comprehensive interlocking sys-
whereas the business whieh are
called on to control the motions of this industrial
system will necessarily work piecemeal, insovefalty
and _at ecross-purposes. In effect, their working
at eross-purposes results in a sufficiently large ag-
gregate retardation of industry, of course, but the
resulting retardation is necessarily somewhat
blindly apportioned and does not converge to a
neat and pespicuous outeome. Even a reasonabhle
amount of eollusion among the interested husiness
coneerns will not by itself suffice to carry on that
comprehensive moving equilibrium of sabotage
that is required to preserve the business ecom-
munity from recurrent collapse or stagnation, or
1o bring the nation’s traffic into line with the gen-
cral needs of the vested interests.

Necessary Modicum of Sabotage

Where the national government is charged with
the general ecare of the eountry's business intep-
ests, as is invariably the ecase among the civilized
nations, it follows from the nature of the case
that the nation’s lawgivers and administration wil]
Lave some share in administering that necessary
modicum of sabotage that must alwavs go into
the dav’s work of carvying on industry by business
inethods and for husiness purposes. The govern-
ment is in a position to penalize excessive or un-
vwholesome traffie. So, it is always considered
necessary. or at least expedient. by all sound mer-
cantilists to impose and maintain a eertain bhalance
ar ‘proportion among the several hranches of in-
dustry and trade that 20 to make up the nation’s
industrial system. The purpose commonly urged
for measures of this elass is the fuller utilization
of the nation’s industrial resources in material.
cquinment. and man power: the invariable effect
i a lowered efficiency and a wasteful use of these
together with an inerease of interna-
tional jealousy. But measures of that kind are
thought to he expedient by the mercantilistd for
these purposes—that s to say. by the statesmen
of these ecivilized natiohs. for the purposes of the
vested interests. The chief and nearly sole means
of maintaining snuch a fabricated bhalance and pro.
portion ameong the nation’s industries is to oh-
struet the traffic at some eritieal point hv prohi-
Liting or penalizing any evuberant wndesirables
among these hranches of industry. Disallowance.
in whale or in part, is the usual and standard
method. '

The great standing illustration of sabotage ad- ¢
ministered hy the #overnment is the nrotective
tariff. of course. 1t protects certain special interests
hv ohetrietine comnetition from bevond the fron.
ties. Thiz ia the main nee of a national houndarv.
The effeet of the taviff is to.keep the supply of
goods down and thereby keen the price up. and
0 _tc brine reasonably safisfactory dividends to
those special interésts whieh deal. in the protected
articles of trade. st the cost of the underlying
community. A protective tariff is a typieal con

(Continved on Page 8ix) °

tem, coneerns

resources,




PAGE FOUR

THE RED FLAG

——————

THE RED FLAG

A Journal of News and Views Devoted to the
Working Class.

Published When Circumstances and Finances Permit
By The Socialist Party ef Canada,

401 Pender Street East, Vancouver, B. C.

Editor C. Stephenson

SATURDAY APRIL 19: 1919

Law and Order

Marxian students are acquainted with the name

of Joseph Priestly, if from no other source than

the analogy which Engels draws between his
chemical discoveries and their amplifications by
" Laviosier and the manner in which Marx ampli-
fed the of Riecardo. Perhaps
they are not aware that the pioneer ‘of modern
chemistry was driven from England, his dear,

dear, native land, by a lawless mob, intent on

economic theories

prescrving ‘‘law and order.”’

i'riestly was active in other fields of thought;
in fact, chemistry was merely a side-line. He was
a dissenting minster, and finally became a Uni-
tarian. He also had very liberal views regarding
monarchy. However, his writing in the field of
theology had threatened the comfort of that large
and, at that time (1774-1779), powerful eclass
which sponged upon the working population as
ministers of the established church. They could
pot answer his argument; their currish spirit pre-
vented them from attacking by other means, so
they had recourse to _the means usual with such
upholders of law and order. They incited a mob
to do the work they were too cowardly to even
attempt.

It was customary for the radical bourgeois of
England to eelebrate the anniversary of the French
Revolution, and this event generally found Priestly
in attendance.

Of course, much trepidation was felt by the
spongers over these annual celebrations, and in
1791, Priestly was the victim of their malice to
the extent of having his house, library and lahora-

tory destroyed, besides narrowly escaping death—

at the hands of a booze-erazed mob. This mob,
however, quite like other mobs. did not stop when
the desires of its instigators had been accomplished”
Many other respectable citizens suffered. Quite a
number of the mob were killed owing to being
overcome by the hooze being within burning
houses. We learn from eéye-witnesses that the
rabble stood knee-deep in booze. Quite remark-
able how much ‘booze can be found in the cellars
of our best citizens. This and the quantity of
water they imbibe in the morning. proves they
never drink booze. We are not without experience
so far as booze is conecerned, but it seems that we
ean never find closer resemblance to the 18th cen-
tury mobs than by the booze route.

Just previous to the annual &inner of Birming-
hag in 1797 a very inflammable handbill was ecir-
culated. and' although several hundred guineas
was offered for information as to the writer,
printer, publisher or distributor thereof, and all
the powers of state aided in the search. none of
these people were apprehended. That is very re-
markable, when you think it over. However. the
raob, to the slogan of for ‘‘Church and King,” did
the dirty work. Another remarkable incident is
that at a dinner given by the ecitv shortly after
the Birmingham riots, the sponsors of law and
order proposed the toast of ‘““Church and Kineg.”
and one fine old fellow. Dr. Parr. sprang to his
Feet with these words: ‘““No. sir; T will not drink
that toast! Tt was the erv of the Jacobites. Tt is
the ery of incendiaries’ It means a ehurch without

¢ gospel, and a king above the law!’ Which
goes to prove that yot ¢annot detect an anarchist
by the eolor of his flag nor the length of his
whiskers.

Anarchy is going beyond the leather and pru-

nella, action without law. Of course a lawyer or
2 parson would soon have us in deep water by
esking, ‘“what is law?”’ Well, we will not answer,
but Joseph Priestly, the finest character in all
England and one of her most active and pene-
trating intellects; had to flee the country before a
boo.c-hesotted mob!
New, ordinarily, society has machinery for smooth-
ing over the manifold and grievous frictions which
arise from the various conflicting nterests of its
members. DBut.on this_continent a situation has
arisen where a certain section of the community
the funection of
making and enforcing laws of their own. They,
heing respectable citizens, and for the most part
having aid from men who have been in the army
during the late war, their actions are looked upon
¢s patriotic and proper. They are nothing more
nor less than anar¢hists. No matter how many
wars they fought in, nor how many gods they
worship, just plain anarchists.

Comrade McKenzie has been run out of Cran-
brook, and money legally in his -possession has
extracted from him by threats. Comrade
Naylor has been foreced out of Silverton and Trail
while there on ‘‘pursuit of his lawful occasions,’’
as the book And Comrade
Roberts, secretary of the Miners’ Union at Silver-
ton, has been ordered to leave town by the twenty-
first of this month, by these same anarchists.

Of course this sort of thing has gone far enough,
We suffer passively,. though not quietly, the many
restrictions upon our liberty, imposed by consti-
tuted authority. But we don’t propose to allow
every group of anarchists who imagine themselves
the saviors of society to drive us from pillar to
post, -because our ideas do not flow in the well-
worn channel which accommodates their concepts
of citizenship.

We mentioned a couple of weeks back that in our
opinion, an attempt to interfere with a member
of the working class engaged in purely working
class business would be the rallying point for the
prevailing sentiment regarding the One Big Union.
It would seem that some people were determined
to supply the seed for that which they look upon
with abhorence and dread. That, however, is
solely their affair.

To return to Priestly: King George wrote to
his secretary that he could not ‘‘but feel better
pleased that Priestly is the sufferer for the doec-
trine. he and his party have instilled, and that the
people see¢ them in their true light; yet I eannot
approve of them having employed such atrocious
means of showing their discontent.”’

Priestly wrote, ‘“This invasion of the Goths and
Vandals, I little foresaw, and hope it will never
bé repeated, as I faney the experiment will not be
found to answer.”

He was mistaken: the bourgeois are true Bour-
hons: they learn nothing; neither do they ever
forget. -

In his spirited letter to the inhabitants of Bir-
mingham written July 9. 1791, he says: ‘‘Answer
your arguments and your business is done; by
your having recourse to violence, is only proof
that you have nothing better to produce. Should
you destroy myself as well -as my house, library
and apparatus. ten more persons of equal spirit
and ability would instantly rise up!”’

This latter assertion is, of ecourse, somewhat
questionable as a corollary to the destruetion of
one pioneer, but, as a consequence of a four di-
rmensional principle of human progress, it follows,
from a basis which Priestly clearly saw and ex-
pressed in many ways. of which perhaps the fol-
lowing words are the best: “It was ill policy, in
[0 the Tenth, to patronize polite literature. He
was cherishing an enemy in disguise. ,And the
English ‘hierarchy (if there be anything unsound

have taken wupon themselves

been

prayer Says. now,

- e . -

ndia

[New York Nation]

‘“‘In discussing the proposed coercion bills under
of India, the
London ‘‘Herald’’ observes that Britain  has dis-

consideration by the Government

covered by bitter experience in Ireland ‘how im-
possible it is for 45,000,000 people to govern 4,000,
000 against their will.”- Obviously, the problem
becomes even more impossible whén the 4,000,000
are increased to 300,000,000, as in India, when
6,000,000 lives have been lost by influenza in the
few months, and when the worst famine in
vears is ravaging’ a helpless population. With
prices of food grains ranging from fifty-one to
one hundred per: cent. higher than last year's
record, and a fodder famine threatening the cattle
supply, it must comfort the people very little to
hear that from a total of £86,000,000 in the present
annual budget, £41,000,000 is to be devoted-$o mili-
tary The unrest and economic distress
now promise to be aggravated by the enactment
into effect the
recommendations of the Rowlatt Commission which
investigated sedition. The two bills, which are
reported to be certain of passage, provide severe
measures of repression and punishment for Na-
agitation. The All-India National Con-
(GGiress has protested unanimously against the bills.
The entire native press is in opposition. Aecording
to the ‘‘Herald,”” twenty-isx public meetings and
every Indian association of importance have joined
in the protest. Twenty-two of the twenty-four
non-official Indians on the India Legislative Coun-
cil are opposed to the measures. There is, how-
ever, no indication that native opposition or lib-
eral British opinion will prevent their enactment.
Apparently Great Britain is bent upon flourishing
the whip with one hand while she offers her sub-
ject peoples sweets with the other. The Montagi-
Chelmsford proposals for reform and inereased
self-government in India seem to be an honest, if
excessively cautious, attempt to satisfy the aspira-
tions of the people. They are opposed by extreme
Indian Nationalists and are supported only with
certain reservations by the moderates, but the
unanimous opposition of the conservative British
elements in India and the Tories in England makes
it evident that they are at least liberal in intent.
Great Britain, however, intends to be prepared for
any contingency. If the Montagu reforms fail to
satisfy her Indian subjects, the sedition measures
will be at hand to make satisfaction compulsory.’’

last

expenses.

of two ecoercive laws varr_\'ing

tionalist

in its constitution) has equal reason to tremble
even at an -air-pump or an electrical machine.”’

We might suggest to the heroic gents who are
intent upon saving society, that, of far greater
menace to their so-called ‘‘law and order’’ is the

‘contemplated air voyage across the Atlantic ocean,

than all the One Big Unions and Bolsheviki ex-
tant. Happily, ‘‘they never learn, neither do they
ever forget.’’ J. H
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Source of Capitalist Class Profits

Aceording to the Marxian law of vale, all ecom-
modities, including the eommodity gold, are ex-
changed at their value, taken over a period of
time during which the fluctuations of prices in
their rise and fall, cancel each other. How then,
the question arises, does Marx aceount for capi-
talist profits?

The commodities results in no mbre
than equivalents being exchanged. Therefore we
are forced to the conclusion that the inerease must
result as Marx says: ‘‘from the use-value, as sueh,
of the commodity, i.e., in its consumptioin.”

sale of

In order to extraet value from the eonsumption
of a commodity the capitalist must find on the
market a whose use-value possesses
the peculiar property of being a source of value.
Raw materials, machinery, buildings, etc, can
only contribute their own value. For instance,
2 machine costing $1,000, whose life was ten years,
would contribute, to the value of the ecommodities
produced, at the rate of $100 per year. Each
year the value of the machine would depreciate
to that extent. .

He does find on the market, however, a com-
modity in whose consumption there results an in-
ereased value, and that is labor-power, ie., the
fabor power of the laborer, the cost of production
of which. per day. is less than the #otal values
produced during his day’s labor.

We shall quote Marx to show what conditions
must obtain for labor power to be found on the
market as a commodity.

commodity

“But in order that our owner of money may
e able to find labor power offered for sale as a
eommodity, varions conditions must first be ful-
filled. The exchange of commodities of itself im-
plies no other relations of dependence than those
which result from its own nature. On this assump-
4ion, labor power ecan appear upon the market as
" & ecommodity only if, and so far as, its possessor,
the individual whose labor power it is, offers it
for sale, or sell it as a commodity. In order that
fhe may be able to do this, he must have it at his
disposal, must be the untrammelled owner of his
eapacity for labor, ie., of his person. He and the
owner of the money meet on the market and deal
with each other as on the basis of equal rights.

with this difference alone, that one is a buyer, the
other a seller: both. therefore, equal in the eyes
of the law. The eontinuance of this relation de-
mands that the owner of the labor power should
sell it only for a definite period, for if he were to
sell it rump and stump, once for all, he would be
selling himself, converting himself from a free
man-into a slave, from an owner of a commodity
into a commodity. He must constantly look upon
his labor power as his own property, his own
commodity, and this he can only do by plaeing
it at the disposal of the buyer temporarily, for a
definite period of time. By this means alone can
he avoid renouneing his rights of ownership over
it

““The second essential condition to the owner
of meney finding labor-power in the market as a
commodity in the market is this—that the laborer
instead of being in the position to sell commodities
in whieh his labor is incorporated, must be obliged
to offer for sale as a commodity that very labor
nower. which exists only in his living self.”

The condition of-the laborer being on the labor
market with his one and only commodity, labor
It is
the result of the development of the hand tool

power, is the result of a historical process.

into the machine, which turned the individual pro-
ducers of small hand-tool production into the pro-
letariat, dispossessed of tools of produection, with
only their labor power to sell as a means of exis-
tenece.

The profits of the ecapitalist class, or what are
known as surplus values, arise from this, that
labor power is sold at value. This value being
determined by the food, elothing and shelter, ete.,
necessary for its produetion, which is a quantity
of value less than those produced by the working
class during their labors over any definite period.
leaving a surplus for the owners of the means of
production. 5

The legal right of the owners of the means of
production to the produets of industry lays in
that ownership, which, in the end, is guaranteed
by the State. The workers supply of the products
ix obtained by purchase out of the proceeds of the
sale of their labor power on the labor market, or
in other words, wages.

- Clippings From the Press

‘Methods of Dealing With Strikers in Spain

The strikers followed the method of calling ont
pew industries on each day of the continuance of
the strike.

The government first proclaimed martial law,
ocepied the streets with troops, and then pro-
eceeded to mobilize the strikers. But at least 40
per cent. of those mobilized refused to appear and
ghe conflict ended in a signal vietory for the men.

GREAT BRITAIN

Who Said Atrocities?

. A. Fenner Brockway, late editor of the British

4iLabour Leader,”” organ of the I. T. P, who is
fmprisoned as a conscientious objector, has been
on bread and water for three months until his
health was affected. For eight months he has
‘been kept in the striet solitary. confinement, oniy
being allowed out of his cell for forty mirutes
each day, when he is given ‘‘exercise” alone in a
emall enclosed yard. He is mot allowed any li-
trary books, nor is he allowed any book - of his
own except ‘an Esperanto New Testament. He is
not, of course, allowed writing matreials or paper.
¥le 3= not allowed to write or receive letters or
have any visits. He is not even allowed to attend
the prison chapel.

JUGO-SLAVIA

Those Jugo-Slavs for whom we fought seem to
have some Socialists among them. A meeting at
l.ailbach of the South Slav Social

Party has passed the following ungrateful heso-
lution :

Demoecratic

““All these decisions of the Council of Ten, who
are representative of world militarism, are null
and absolutely not binding.’’

The Social Democrats are striving for a peace
satisfying all the peoples of Europe and, uniting

the proletariat of Europe. Sueh a solution of the

Furopean problem could be brought about only by

a revolution of the world proletariat.— ‘Labor
| .eader,’” March 27. ~

RECRUITING IN MOB TO FIGHT THE
BOLSHEVIKI

In spite of the bankrupt condition of the coun-
try recruiting is still going on for service in the
“*Russian Sanitary Cordon’’ among the French
t¥oops, who are being promised five francs a_day
and other advantages if they will fight the Bol-
sheviks, aceording to ‘'L’Humanite,”” which bit-
terly remarks, ‘“‘they got one franc a day for de-
fending their native land.”

INTERESTING MATTERS BROUGHT OUT AT A
THE ENQUIRY INTO THE CONDITIONS IN
BRITISH COAL MINING INDUSTRY

T'e very first day of the Commission’s sitting
vrought out revelations which startled the publie
mind. The financial advisor to the Coal Contrel-
ler showed that in June, 1918, 2s 6d a ton was
added by the Controller to the price of coal .in
order to help collieries that were working at a
loss. When he made this advance, he knew noth-
ing of the position for the first quarter of the
vear. ‘‘The effect of that,”” commented Sidney
Webb, ‘‘was that consumers, in the aggregate had
to pay £25,000,000, out of whieh the Coal Con-
troller got £10,000,000, and the exchequer £10,000.-
000, leaving €5.000,000 in the Fands of peopie who
were already—doing so well thi: they had to pav
«~aiss profits.  You were actual putting money
into the pockets of those who .: not need it. The
v e: 'thiest of the coal-ewners were ¢'ven £5,000 000
leczuse you wanted the poorer o
l.come a little more solvent ’’

the mie: 1o
It came ovt later
that thp extent of the profits of many colliery
cownpanies had been obscured bv the capital’zitiom
of reserves and other readjustments of capital.
The most successful companies were able by these
1aethods and by dividends which were in reality
larger than they appeared to retuin to their
shareholders every few years the whole of the
share capital originally subseribed by them, whi'e
the undistributed reserves are still so considerable
that the present market value of-the shares is
reveral times their nominal value ¥or ten vears
cnding® with 1918, a South Wal>: eompany had
pail dividends equivalent to abou- 243 per cent.
on the increased capital. or over 300 per .cent. on
the actual ecapital. . ..

. .. Again and again Robert Smillie eompelled
an unwilling mine owners’ representative to speak
on such matters as the present housing conditions,

with their appalling consequences to the health of
the men and their families A Secottish coal-owner

had to admit that one of his companies whose ordi-
nary shareholders had received dividends of 197}
per cent. in ten years, had over a huhdred houses
with only one room. His exeuse was that it wa:
imps ssible to build new houses while the war was
on.  When the subject of baths was introduced,
it was alleged that the miners woald not use them
when they were provided. . . . And so the enquiry
lnid bare one sore place after another in the
existing system. . . It was the stripping off of rag
after rag of the meretricious raiment by which
the nation covers up its shame. . . . If landlords,
farmers, provision merchants and all the other
trades concerned in the supply and distribution
cf focd were compelled to declare and justify their
cains we should indeed have sswe piquant and
wholesome revelations.—(The above is extraeted
‘rom an article in the New Yorz ‘‘Nation’ of
Apri! 12, by Herbert W. Horwill.)

IRELAND

The Irish Transport and General Workers’
Union now embraces a multitude of trades. Its
numbers are steadily growing and it forwus the
most important element of the militant Irish Trade
Tnion Congress and Labor Party.

v

DETERMINE MILITARY ARRANGEMENTS

Tae headquarters of the Norwegian Soldiers’
Couneils (says the Gothenburg ‘“Post’’) recently
issued a manifesto to those liable to military ser-
viee :xhorting them to organize themselves and
demand the right to determine the military ar-
rangemens and econditions at the eamps and the
transference of authority from the officers to the
coldiers. Then, says the manifesto, the way will
not be long to revolution and Socialism.
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Socialism must have an economig basis—indus-

'trial power. That is one argument made in favor
does conservative _

of a union Labor Party. But
nnionisin  use its industrial power for large pur-
poses? Is it 'll.‘ﬂing it for the release of Tom
Mooney? Did the British Labor Party use its in-
dustrial power to secure for its delegates access
to conferences held in other snations?

Socialism nust industrial But
industrial power emerges only out of the class con-
sciousness and revolutionary aetivity of the pro-
letariat.  Soecialim must have industrial power,
but this will develop not out of parliamentarism,
not out of unity with a reaetionary Labor Party,
but out of the aggressive mass action of the¢ in-
dustrial proletariat, out of awakening the masses
to independent ¥evolutionary actiyity, out of in-

possess power.

dustrial unionism.

The moderate Socialist has never concerned him-
self with the struggles of the revolutionary Social-
ist to develop industrial power by means of in-
dustrinl unjonism; the moderate Socialist thinks
of this only when it may promote reactionary pur-
poses, never when’it may promote the Revolution.

Jut the task of developing this industrial power
is important. The coming period of strikes will
provide an excellent opportunity for the develop-
ment of more effective forms of organization, for
the econstruction of industrial unionism, for the
building up of a revolutionary labor movement.
This is a task that Socialism eannot shirk. The
argument that the Socialist Party is a politieal

——

wProblems.

By 'LOUIS C. FRAINA

party, and therefore, cannot conecern itself with
problems of union organization, is a miserable sub-
terfuge; a ‘‘Socialist’’ Party is a party of Social-
itm, of the proletarian class struggle, of the Revo-
intion ; and it must eoncern itself with every prob-
lemr that affects the revolutionary struggle and the
~oming of Socialism. The problem of unionsm, of
revolutionary industrial unionism, is fundamental,
—all the more, sinee in its theoretical phase, the
construetion of an industrial state, the abolition

of the political state, eontains within- itself the

norms of the new proletarian state and the die-
tatorship of the proletariat.

A revoluionary union movement—that must he
an integral phase of our aetivity. Life itself will
determine the most apppopriate means of aecom-
plishing this fask; but a general revolutionary
aititude and aetivity are indispensable. The eon-
stituent elements for a revolutionary union move-
ment are here: unions of unskilled workers in the
A. F. of L., who do not belong there and who are
hetrayed <hy the aristoeracy of labor: a laree num-
her of independent unions, the radieal character
of whi¢h might develop into more revolutionary
consciousness ; the I. W. W. and the masses of the
unorganized industrial proletariaf.

This is an important problem. But it is not the
decisive problem. The Revolution will not develop
out of industrial unionism, but out of a erisis de-
veloping into revolutionary, mass aetion and pro-
letarian dictatorship. Not organizations. hut revo-
lutionary elass consciousness—that is the instru-
ment of ‘the Revolution. Industrial unionism must

of American Socialism

not beecome an end in itself; even the I. W. W. is
becoming conservative. The proletarian revolution
annihilates the old bourgeois grder-and .the old
organizations. The Revolution is the act of the
organized producers; but the producers are not
organized béfore, but during the Revolution—by
meaids of Soviets.

The revolutionary struggle by .means of mass
action—that._eonstitutes the process of the Revo-
Intion and the Revolution itself in action.

® L] >

I am simply projecting some of the problems of
American Soecialism; there are others, but these
are fundamental. My purpose is to arouse dis-
~ussion of these problems. The fatal defeet of our
party is that there is no diseussion of fundamen-
tals, no eontroversy on tactics. The bureaueraey
and representatives of the party discourage dis-
cussion and eontroversy: where the spirit of en-
quiry prevails, there is potential opposition. Let
us, together and in fraternal spirit, diseuss ' our
problems and build the new Soecialism of the final
struggle, and vietory!

et us reconstruct the party. As a preliminary
let ns integrate the revolutionary elements in the
par‘y, an organization for the re\'olinimmry con-
anest of the party by the party! The American
Rocialist Party needs a definite, organized, voeal
left wing, a unified expression of revolutionary
Soeiglism in theory and practice. Thus alone shall
we prepare for the coming struggles; thus alone
shall we become a decisive factor g new third
International—the international /ﬂmfvolmionar}'

Soecialism ‘and the final strugglc.

——

WHY ARE YOU OUT OF WORK?

(Continued from Page Three)
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gpira.y in restrai.t of trade. It brings a rfln-
tively small, though absolutely large, run of free
income to the special interests which benefit by
it, at a relatively, and absolutely, large cost to
the under!ying community, and so it gives rise tuv
a body of vested rights and intangible assets be-
longing to these special interests.

Of a similar character, in so far that in effect
they are in the nature of sabotage—econscientious
withdrawal of efficiency—are all manner of ex-
cise and revenue-stamp regulations; although they
are not always designed for that purpose. Such
would be, for instance, the partial or complete
prohibition of aleoholic beverages, the regulation
of the trade in teobaeeo, opium, and other dele-
terious narcoties, drugs, poisons, and high ex-
plosives. Of the same nature, in effect if not in
intention, are such regulations as the oleomar-
garine law; as also the unneecessarily costly and
vexatious rostine of inspection imposed on the
production of industrial (denatured) _alechol,
which has inured to the benefit of certain busi-
ness concerns that are interested in other fuels
for use in internal-combustion engines; so also the
singularly vexatious and elaborately imbecile speei_
fications that limit and diseourage the use of the
parcel post, for the benefit of the express com-
panies and other carriers which have a vested
interest in traffic of that kind.

Comprehengive System of Vexation and Delay

It is worth noting .in the same eohneetion, al-
though it eomes in from the other side of the case,
that ever sinece the express companies have been
taken over by the federal administration there
has visibly gone into effeet a comprehensive sys-
tem of vexation and delay in the detail conduet
of their traffie, so contrived as to di:zedit federal
eontrol of this traffic and thereby prd¥oke a*popu-
lar sentiment in favor of its early return to pri-

o vate control. Much the same state of things has

been in evidence in the railway traffie qbaér simi-
lar conditions. Sabotage is serviceable as a de-

whether in furtherance of the adminis-
tration work or in eontravention of it.
In what has just been said there is. of course,

terrent,

no intention to find fault “with "any of theté ukes

of sabotage. It is not a question of morals and
good intentions. It is always to be presumed as
a matter_of course that the guiding spirit in all
such governmental moves to regularize the nation’s
cffairs, whetlier by restraint or by incitement, is
a wise solicitude for the nation’s enduring gain
and seeurity. All that can be said here is that
many of these wise measures of restraint and in-
citement are in the nature of sabotage., and that
in effect ‘they habitually, though net invariably,
inure to the benefit of certain vested interests—
ordinarily vested interests which bulk large in
the ownership anl eontrol of the nation’s resources
That these measures are quite legitimate and pre-
sumahly - salutary, therefore. goes without saving
In effect they are measures for hindering traffie
and industry at one point or another, which may
often he a wise precaution.

Even the Mail Service Insufferably Efficient

During the period of the war administrative
measures in the nature of sabotage have been
greatly extended in secope and kind. Peeuliar and
imperative exigeneies have had to be met, and the
staple means of meeting many of these new and
cxeeptional exigencies has qnite redsonably been
something in the way of avoidance, disallowauee.
penalization, hindranece, a conseientious. withd-awal
of efficiency from work that does not fall fn with
the purposes of the Administration. Very mueh
as"is true in private business when a situation of
doubt and hazard presents itself, so also in the
business of government at the present juneture
of exaeting demands and ineconvenient limitations.
the Administration has been driven to expedients
of disallowanee and obstruetion with regard te
some of the ordinary processes of life, as, for in-
stanee, in the ndn-essential industries. It has also
appeared that the ordinary equipment and agencies
for gathering and distributing news and other in-
formation bave in the past developed a capaeity
lar in excess of what ean safely be permitted in
time of war. The like is true for the ordinary

facilities for publie diseussion of all sorts of pub-
lie questions. The ordinary faeilities, which may
have seemed seant enough in time of peace and’
slack interest, had after all developed a eapacity
far beyond what the governmental traffe will
bear in these uneasy times of war and negotia-
tions, when men are very much ‘on the alert to
know what is going on. By a moderate use of the
later improvements in the technology of transport
and eommunieation, the ordinary means of dis-
seminating information and opinions have grown
so efficient that the traffic ean no longer be al-
lowed .te run at full eapacity during ‘a period of
stress -in the ' busifiess 6f - the government.
Even the mail gerviee has proved insuffer-
ably efficient, and a selective withdrawal of eff-
cieney has gone into effeet. To speak after the
analogy of private business, it has been found best
to disallow such use of the mail facilities as does
not inure to the benefit of the administration in
the way of good will and vested rights of usufruet.

These peremptory measures of disallowanee have
attracted a wide and dubious atfention: but they
kave doubtiess been of a salutary nature and in-
tention, in some way whieh is not to bhe under-

"stood by outsiders—that is to say, by eitizens of.

the Republic. An unguarded dissemination of in-
formation and opinions or an unduly frank ecan-
vassing of the relevant facts by these outsiders,
will be a handicap on the Administration’s work,
and may even defeat the Administration’s aims.
At least so they say.

Press Misinformation Sabotage on the Public

Something of much the same color has been ob-
verved elsewhere and in other tisies, so that all
this nervously alert resort to sabotage on unde-
sirable information and opinions is nothing novel,
nor is it peeuliarly democratic. The elder states-
men of the great monarchies, past and west, have
long ago seen and approved the like. But these
eider statesman of the great monarchies of the
dynastic regime have gone to their work of sabo-
tage on information beeause of a palpable divi-
sion of sentiment between their government and
the underlying population, suech as does not exist

{Continued on Page Seven)

r




THE RED FLAG

PAGE SEVEN

- N

= Strength of Bolsheviki Government

The Manchester Guardian of March 20, eontains
a despatch from a ecorrespondent in Warsaw,
capital of Poland, giving details of the strength
of the Bolsheviki Government, of which he has a
great opinion, and their methods for achieving it.
Since the correspondent made his report, the Bol-
sheviki forees have made still further substantial
gains and according to all reports the Soviet Gov-
ernment in Russia itself is more firmly established
than ever because of its suceess in reorganizing
the economic life of the country upen a new basis.

WARSAW, Feb. 21.—That the Saviet Govern-
ment of Russia is engaged in earrying on a vig-
oous and far-reaching international propaganda
t¢ establish a Bolsheviki republic in Europe, ex-
tending from the Volga to the Rkine. a sort of
Bolshevik ‘““Mittel Europa,”’ was the statement
made to me today by Georgy Gavrilowich Ledke-
vich, editor of the Warsaw Russian daily, ‘‘War-
glisvekaya Riech. M. Ledkevieh, who is in daily
communication with Russia as well as with the
Fussian refugees constantly arriving in Warsaw,
said - .

4Pt ere was organized in Petrograd in the las*
few weeks a committee on soeial uprising. A*
the head of this committee stands M. Zinovieff, the
chairman of the Northern Commune of FPetrograd.
“he objeet of the committee is to foster soeial
@evolution in Central Europe. Included in the
¢ hership of th- committee arc Yocialists from
the Spartacus gronp of Germanv ard Radieal
socjalists from veticus other Cenmtral European
states. )

Bolshevik proclamations and pamphlets are pub-
tished in every European language.in Petrograd
and Moscow. Trotsky and Lenin have set aside
entire trains, consisting of three and four coaches,
which are used for propaganda purposes. The
¢oa. hes in these trains are fixed up as libraries

¢f the country to the other, distributing the revo-
lutionary literature best suited to each community.

‘““The organization of the army is arranged with
a view to making it effective not only as a fight-
ing but also as a propaganda organization. Thus,
near Baranoviteh, for instance, there is stationed
a Bolsheviki army of 30,000 Russian Poles. The
idea is that when the time: comes for this armg
to enter Poland, every soldier. as soon as he has
stepped on Polish soil, can for a time drop his role
¢+ a soldier and become a schoolmaster to his own
Polich people, teacling and converting them to the
Bo!'shevik idea.”’

Intellectuals and the Government

With regard to the general position of the
Saviet Government in Russia, Mr. Ledkevich said:
‘“It is unfortunately true that the' Soviet Govern-
zient is growing stronger and stronger. The ex-

vt to which it now feels itself secure is best
shouwn by the fact that it no longer has to rely
upon violence to maintain itself. Men are still
being shot summarily in Petrograd and Moscow,
but not for political opinions. Summary execution
i* now meted out to robbers, murderers and other
eriminals. The last political execution of the So-
viet Government was held on January 31, when
five or six grand dukes were exécuted. Since then
it has been very quiet.

““The Bolshevik regime is gaining in strength
through the fact that all resistance on the part of
the intellectual classes has ceased. The intellee-
tuals of Russia are exhausted. They cannot
struggle any longer and are now taking employ-
ment under Bolshevik management. Foru-r
ladies-in-waiting at court, whom for a time hitter-
ly resented the unceremonious treatment accorded
them by Bolshevik officials, are resigned now, and
may" frequently be found working as elerks in
book or picture shops, or as waitress2; in tea and
coffee parlors. . . .”
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and hook stores, and théy travel from ome part
va 4 ¥
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in the advanced democratic commonwealths. The
case of Imperial Germany during the period of
the war is believed to show such a division of sen-
timent between the government and the under-
lying population, and also to show how such a
divided sentiment on the part of a distrustful and
distrusted population had best be dealt with.
The method approved by German dynastic ex-
perience is sabotage, of a somewhat free-swung
character, censorship, embargo on communication,
and also, it is confidently alleged, elaborate mis-
information. , -
Censorship Form of Sabotage

Such procedure on the part of the dynastie
statesmen of the Empire is comprehensible even
to a layman. But how it all stands with those ad-
vanced democratic nations. like America, where
the government is the dispassionately faithful
agent and spokesman of the body of ecitizens, and
where there can consequently be no division of
aims and sentiment between the body of officials
and any underlying population—all that is a more
obscure and hazardous subject of speculation. Yet
there has been censorship, somewhat rigorous, and
there has been selective refusal of mail faecilities,
somewhat arbitrary. in these demoecratic common-
wealths also, and not ledst in ‘America, freely ae-
knowledged to be the most naively demoecratic of
them all. And all the while one would like to
believe that it all has somehow. served some use-
ful end. Tt is all suffiienfly perplexing.

THORSTEIN VEBLEN.

SIMFEROPOL REPORTED CAPTURED
PARIS. April 15.—The Matin reported todav
that the Ukrainian Bolsheviki have captured Sim-
feropol, in the (‘rimn key to. Sebastopol.

BOLSHEVISM GROWS IN- ITALY

WASHINGTON, April 14.—Bolsheviki propa-
ganad is being spread broadeast in certain Italian
cities, ereating a situation of grave possibilities, a
message to the state department intimated today.
Fxtra police are patrolling the streets of Turin, a
big industrial centre, and 500 cavalry troops are
reported to have been quartered there to suppress
possible uprisings. The troubles are officially
spoken of as ‘“an impending strike,”’ and the
Jtalian authorities, the state department said, have
the situation under eontrol. Turin is 75 miles
southWest of Milan and its position at the june-
tion of several Alpine mountain routes lends it
much military importance. Its population is about
350,000- '’

RED PROPAGANDA AIMS AT U. 8. ‘TROOPS

WASHINGTON, April 15.—A mass of Bolshe-
vik propaganda, believed responsible for under-
mining the morale of American troops in Russia,
has been received at the war department. The
rropaganda was taken by army authorities from
letters forwarded by soldiers to their relatives in
the ,United States.

Muech of the propaganda was directed at British
troops. All pamphlets deeclare that Allied troophk
are in Russia as part of the conspiracy to restore
# ezar‘to power. One leaflet, under the heading,
“All Lies,” declared the Allied troops: are in
Rustia against the will of the people, and that
‘““except for a few hungry peasants,’’” immediately

around Archangel, the Rfissian people wish to be

left alone to work out their own destiny.

‘“We don’t mind admitting that we are humani-
tariangenough to hope that they never find the
guy who called it the PEACE conference—there
has been quite enough bloodshed in the world of
“te. 3 s L

— < —
The “White Terror” 1n
Finland
Workers Shot by the Thousand .

[From the Manchester Guardian, March 2b]

Ve have received from a Finnish ccrrespondent
an account of the ‘‘White Terror’’ which raged
in 1'inland at the time of the suppre:t‘on of the
“*Ned’’ rebellion. He writes:

The greatest slaughter did not tal.e place
the Whites, aided by dver 10,000 Gerinan
¢lass troeps, had completely defeated the Red
fiuards. It is well-nigh an impossible task in a
few lines to give an impression of the unspeakable
norrars which now followed, and which have no
counterpart in the history of any other civilized
nation in the world.

After the insurrection over sometimes
weeks and months later, there commenced a most
frig' tflg slaughter. with the permissicn of the
Uermans and by the order, assent, and full know.
ledge of the White Government. There are more
than ‘ive hundred municipal distriets in Finland,
and fo each orders for ‘‘reprisals’’ were given
vith the effect that in the following distriets ap-
proximately the following numbers of workers
were shot without any kind of legal procedure:

Kichimaki, 600: Varkaus, 450; Lahti, 2000
(among them over’ 300 women;; Forssa, 400;
Havho, 100; Jamsa, 400; Vihti, 450;: Viborg, 4000;
Tamn-erfors, 600; Hyvinge, 300; Lojo, 200; Kar-
l-ula. 76; Seinajoki. 70; Kokkola (CGamlakarleby)
'00: Nurmijarvi, 80; Kotka, 400; Helsingfors,
69 (125 women); Lammi, 300; Abo, 400; Jokioi-
nen, 40; Kuhmoinen, 40; Palkane, 17; Jokela, 10;
Waiis, 40: Asikkala, 27; Borga. 14; Teisko, 80:
Fleximlm. 15; Kajama, 11; Kotojarvi, 16; Hirven-
#almi. 10; Lavia. 10: Virolahti, 10; Perkjarvi, 39;
Reirkolli. 20; Atsari. 38; Jyvaskyla, 10; Korpi-
lahti. 30: Kemi. 50; Eurajoki. 14; Lieksa, 48; Ku-
kainen, 10: Karisalmi, 13; Voikka, 114; Kymi, 42;
Jo-nsun. 30: Hoplaks, 45; Kokemaki, 60.

This makes a sum approximately 12,500 killed.
And it is to be ‘observed that these figures refer
but to about fifty districts of the five hundred.
Also. these persons were not killed in fighting

until
first-

was

during the eivil war, but slanghtered weeks and

mcnths after the termination of the warlike opera-
tions.

BResides, according to official figures, between
80,000 and 90,000 prisoners were taken and kept
in oeccasional prison eamps, where the conditions,
in consequepce of deliberate neglect and bad or-
ganization, provéd so miserable that approximate-
ly 15,000 prsons, men, women and children, died
of hunger and disease. In the barracks in Ekenas
alone died 2,821 prisoners between June 4 and
October 19, among them 2.256 without having been
brought to trial. Over 60,000 have been senterced
to punishments between two vears’ imprisonment
and death. All exeept some 6,000 have got their
punishment changed to a conditional one and have
heen released( but remain deprived of all rights
of citizenship. - About 450 have been sentenced to
death, but onlv a little over a hundred actually
shot. Forty Soeialist memhers of the Diet whn
remained in the countrv have eot between eight
vears and lifetime unconditional prison. Out of
92 members only one was uncomvromised and al-
lowed to reoceupy his seat in the Diet.

The last general amnestv included also amnesty
for all those who in one form.or another had be-
haved ‘“too severelv’’ aginst the workers during
the ““cleansing’’ of the commtry. Accordingly no
one ean be bronght to trial for -having murdered
any workers, stolen their property, ete.

GREAT BRITAIN

The Manchester Guardian reports the British
Minister of Tabor as saving that there were one
million unemploved in that country. And still
- -they babble of chaotic Russia.
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Russian Bolshevism---Tyranny or Freedom?

HERE is a wide divergence of c¢pinton among

American liberals econcerning the Russian
So - reo (Government.  There radicals in
this country who are opposed to the Bolshevist
jdea. Among the Russianig in America there is
pitter and this disagr:ement has
heen one of the largest contributing factors to the
The majority

are e€ven

disagreement,
general chaotic American opinion.
of Russians in Americg, in spite of the systematic
campaign of misrepresentation that has been con-
ducted against the Russian Soviet, have a rather
wonderful faith in the adventure which their eoun-
trvmen aeross the world are making. There are
a few whose positions, in view of their economic
background and previous preaching, is quite as
difficult to understand as any factor in the Rus
gian situation.

Telling the story of Russia in revolt as it ap-
peared to me, T am confronted again and ‘again
with the same questions:

“Can  the democratic
when they deny representation to the bourgeoisie
and aristoeratic classes?”’  ‘““Have not the Bolshe-
viki cuppressed newspapers and imprisoned peaple
who disagree them?’’ ‘‘Are they not an
wnutocraey of the proletariat?’’ ‘‘Is an autocracy
of the proletariat any hetter than an autocracy of
the Czar?”’

““The Bolsheviki dispersed the Constituent As-
How is that justified on any grounds of

Soviets he ‘eonsidered

with

xembly.
demoeracy?”’

“If the Constituent Assembly was not elected
under fair eonditions, why did the Bolsheviki not
eall another election, and immediately convene
another Constituent Assembly?”’ ‘

Coming from the lips of the liberal, whose social
vision stops with the guaranty of political rights,
of free speech, free press and inviolability of per-
son, these questions are understandable enough.
but from the lips of the Socialist, whose concep-
tion of liberty is hased upon an economie rather
than a political foundation, such sentiments are
goeer indeéd. Tt seems that the divergence of
opinion among radieals in this eountry comes
large'vy from econfusion as to the true meaning of
demorracy.

Nicholai Lenin, when he overthrew the Kerdnsky
government, made no elaim to being a creator
of & new demoeracy. He scoffed at democraey as
it was practiced in the western nations. He de-
elared that just as the French revqlution echal-
Jenged feudal econtrol, the Russian Soviet chal.
lenges the bourgeois political control; and that
just as the feudal control was moribund and feil,
s0o the direct form of economie social control for
which the Soviet stands will destroy every form
of bourgeois political control.

He saw that the western demoeracies suppressed
the press and imprisoned people for disagreeing
with them and charging them with failure in the
business of government, which is to house, 19
elothe, to feed and to educate its people.

He laid no elaim to the establishment of a mil-
lennium in Russia. He said merely that Russia
had entered into the transition period thai will
lead to Socialism. To the ‘‘parlor Socialists,”’ who
eall him andemocratic, T heard him say:
¢ 4Py imagine Socialism as these gentlemen won'd
have it. we would have to serve it to them on a
gilver platter. Tt is impossible. Tt will never be.
There is no other road to Socialism exeept the
dietatorship »f the proletaria’ and the merailess
suppression of the rule of the exploiter.”

The Bolsheviki do elaim that the Soviet forn, of
government contains the rudiments of a demoe-
racy. much Hroader, more complete than any of
the demoeracies of the western powers.

In America we reguire that a man must have
“attained his majoritv, that he must bhe a eitizen
of the United States by birth of naturalization. and
that he must not be either insane of a ecriminal.
befere we permit him to vote. We do not elaim

that we arve undemoeratic beeanse we do not per- the Soviet formulas met the bayonets massed

By BESSIE BEATTY

(Author of the ‘“Red Heart of Russia’’)

mit the c¢riminal dnd the insane, the unnaturalized,
and those who are under twenty-one, to vote
“ome Americans will not even agree that we are
undemocratic when we refuse the vote to. Ameri-
c#n women. Russia has fewer election laws than
we have. hut she fundamental one, that
if vou do not work you have no right to a voice
in the 2overnment. Every man and woman ip
Russia above the age of eighteen can immediately
qualify as 1 voter by complying with the one fun.
damental electoral rule of. the Soviet—hy going
to work. .If he is a working producer, working
with his hands or with his brains, whether he is
a diteh digger or a superintendent, he may be ad-
mitted to participation.

The Bolsheviki disenfranchise by different stan-
dads than those used in all other democracies.
The Bolsheviki disenfranchise the parasite class
just as we disenfranchise the insane and the
eriminal classes, on the prineiple of the soecial
good. They refuse to permit any individual or
group of “individuals to make use of the past

has one

stored labor power of the world, or to eontrol and

profit from the present labor power.

It is true that the Bolsheviki suppressed the
press and imprisoned persons who disagree with
them. They offered in justification the same rea-
cons offered by the governing group in Ameriea;
that it was a war measure which the safety of the
government demanded. A study of the Russian
papers since the November revolution will show
that, drastie as this suppression of the press was,
it was less drastie than that practiced in America.
I mean to say that the newspapers of Russia have
been full of attacks against the Bolsheviki such
as would never have been permitted against the
governing group in Amerieca.
to excusé it in -America. Yet it would seem that
we should be very timid about making overmuch
of this charge when we consider that we have
generations of organization and stability back of
us while the new government of Russia has just
come struggling into existence out of centuries of
oppression, and is fighting for its life against odd=
such as we have never known.

As to the Constituent Assembly, I saw it come
and go, and it is my honest opinion that it would
have been dissolved if Lloyd George, Woodrow
Wilson, Clemenceau, or any other group of Eng-
lish, French or American statesmen had been in
the position of Lenin and Trotzky. The Consti-
tuent Assembly was elected under rules laid down
by the government of Kerensky, and was a relie
of the political revolution in Russia. "It was dis-
solved, not on that January morning when the
sailors told the delegates it was time to go ':ome,
hut on that November day when the government
which created it evaporated like a pricked balioon.
The Bolsheviki elaimed it was not representalive
of the Russian masses. Their clairy seems to have
“wen upheld by the people themse'ves, for though
there were twelve million bayonets in Russia from
v hich to gather a nuecleus of effective protest, no
group in Russia has been able to male that pro-
test.

Our evidence of the vitality of the Soviet in
Russia is to be found in the faet that it ‘has sur-
vived every form of counter-revolution from with-
in, and Allied intervention from without. Nicholas
Chaikovsky told me that it had completely swept
the country, that every time one of his delegates
of the Peasanfs’ Couneil went back to his vil-
lage, he found the people there had swung further
and further to the left. Harold Williams, in a. dis-
pateh to the London Times, written while he was
in Russia, declared thaf Bolshevism had swept the
‘eountry, invading even the ranks of the Cossacks.

We are told that the position of the Bolsheviki
has been maintained by forece. Yet every time

against them, the bayonets went down before
those formulas, and the soldiers who had ¢ome to
overthrow remained to participate.

The Bolsheviki would mot call a Constituent
Assembly because they believed the will of the
majority was better expressed in the more flexible
convention of the Soviets, which had already re-
placed the (onstituent Assembly, even before its
dissolution.

The challenge of which Nicholai Lenin spoke is
heginning to be recognized by the statesmen of
the The Russian Soviet is at the peace
table. Whatever the deeision of the peace pleni-
potentiaries, the faet remains that Russia is there.
Not_the Russia of Prince Lvoff; Bakhmatieff,
whéte campaign of misrepresentation is largely
responsible for the anomalius intervention poliey
of the Allies: not the Russia of Korneloff or Kali-
den or the Czar; but the Russia of the masses of
peasants and workers who are fighting and starv-
ing and dying to fling their challenge at the world,

Whether delegates of the Soviet are there in
the flesh makes little difference. Soviet Russia ard
that which it has unloosed upon the world is un-
permost in the mind of every man who sits at the

“ormal

world.

~ board.

The challenge cannot be met by sticking the
national head under the sand and denying the
existence of the Soviet or the extent of its power.
Continued misrepresentation of its program or
its performance will not suffice to erush it. The
pathetic wail of the few anti-Bolshevist Russians
in America about the suppression of the press and
‘he cissolution of the Constituent Assembly will
change nothing. If we are to me-t the Russian
situation, we must look ahead

Military intervention has faiied Tt deserved
to “ail for its sheer criminal stnpidity, if fo- noth-
ing ¢'se. The scarcely less sin‘cter poliecy of starv-

It is not possible —iny 1russia inte submission to tue will of other

yatiens ean be hardly more successful. The papier-
mache governments of the opposition whien have
spracrz up like mushrooms all ocer that vast land
nd have been as short-lived as m:ushrooms, offer
no hope for any working solution. Tt is time te
make an honest &fort to find o:c the true condi-
tion of Russia, and to understand what has really
happened there. .
The most essential thing in anderstanding the
Kuseian situation is a realization that it eannot
he judged by any ef the old measuring sticks. We
have here an experiment in governmenc which has
never hefore heen made in the sto;y of the race.
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