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Orders to, and Proceedings of, Captain E. A, Inglefield,
Her Majesty’s Steam Vessel ¢ Phoenix.”

No. 1.

Copy of Orpers to Commander IncLerieLp, Her Majesty’s Steam Sloop
“ Pheenix.”

By the Commissioners for Executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &ec.

Waenreas We have appointed you to the Command of Her Majesty’s Shi
Phoeenix for the purpose of proceeding to Beechey Island, in Lancaster Soun£
to communicate with Sir E. Belcher, or the Ships under his commar d.

2. You are hereby required and directed, so soon as the Pheenix thall be in
all respects ready, and the Breadalbane Transport, which is to accompany you,
shall be loaded with coals and other stores, to procced to sea, and to make the
best of your way to the beforementioned Island. In the execution of this service
you will use your utmost cxertion to expeditc your passage, and afford every
aid and assistance to the Transports, so as to reach Becechey Island at the earliest
possible period.

3. We have also ordered the Diligence Dock Yard Transport to be loaded
with cosl to accompany you to the Island of Disco, or any other place which
you may consider most convenient, and we have added 10 men to the cstablish-
ment of the Pheenix for the purpose of forming her crew. On arrival at Disco,
or at such other place, you will reﬁlenish your coal from her, and shift her crew
(except one or two men,) to the Breadalbane, and leave the Diligence at that
place until your return, or otherwise act, as the circumstances of the case
may require.

4. The most essential duty on your arrival at Beechey Island will be at once
to clear the Transport of the coals and stores; no delay whatever is to take
place in effecting this, and relays of men are to be employed ; the stores are to
be landed on the Island or to be put on board the North Star, as may be con-
sidered most advisable, according to the circumstances of the case. On the
Transport being cleared, she is, without a moment’s delay, to be directed to
proceced to England, and your most especial duty, or that of the senior officer
present, will be to carry out these orders.

5. Part of the stores on board the Pheenix may also be landed, or placed on
board the North Star, except what may be required for the return passage to
England, and having obtained all possible information from Sir E. Belcher, or
the Senior Officer at Beechey Island, with veference to the expeditions and the
discoveries which may have been made, and exchanged any officers or men
whose statc of health may render it necessary that they should return to
England, you are immediately to proceed to sea, and to return to Woolwich
with all possible dispatch, taking the utmost care that your delay at Beechey
Island be not extended to such a period as may risk the ship being frozen in
for the winter. A
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6. Should the state of the ice in Baffin Bay be such as to render it doubtful
whether you will be able to make your passage across to Lancaster Sound
during the summer, it is our most positive direction that you are on no account
whatever to run the risk of either the-Pheenix or,the Transport, being frozen in
and detained during the winter of 1853:54; ‘and if you should cousider there is
a chance of such being the case, you are immediately to send the Transport to
Woolwich, and also return there with the"’steam vessel under your command.
But if you should, get through Baffin Bay, and find Lancaster Sound closed so
as to prevént your ‘making the passage'to' Beecliey Islind; you are to consider
whether it will be possible to land the stores, coal, &c., at or near Cape War-
render, and from thence to-send- the-Fransport-direct-to England, and to take
such steps as you may deem necessary, so as, if possible, to communicate over-
land witg Beechey Island.

7. You are distinctly to understand that the principal and chief object of
your orders is to communicate with Beechey Island, for the purpose of landing
stores, and obtaining information, and. from thence to return direct to England.
But should the Season prove 6 be a'very opén one, and og'yoir-rétuin from
Beechey Island, you should have an:opportiinity of examining the coast in the
vicinity of Cape Walsingham, we do not_object to your doing so, but on no
account are you to risk the safety of the ship, or your being detained, as you
must positively return to England thi$ sedson.

8. &’e herewith send yon instructions to, Sir E. Belcher, or the Senior Officer
at Beechey' Island, which' yott will‘deliver on your arrival, ‘'~ -

* . Given under our hands this'11th day of May 1853.
ol . T aesn oo, (Signed) . J. R..G. Granam.
Vo s, st ,u' . Hypg PARKER
l M. F. F. BERKELEY.
‘ S L R. S. DunDas.!
" To Edw. A. Inglefield, Esq.,.' =~ ‘- ..,  Aux. Muwse,
. Her Majesty’s S‘heatix'%lbo Pheenix, T e
L s - " Woolwich, " A
.. By Command of their, Lordships, '~ =
: L (Signed) R. Osporne.

[
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By the Commissioners for Executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of
" the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, & ~ ..""° -
WEe have to inform-you that ‘we have dispatched Her Majesty’s steam vessel
Phoenix, under ‘the command of Commander Inglefield, - with. the: Breadalbane
transport,’ to Beechey Island for ‘the purpose-of replenishing the ships under
your command with stores and provisions, in caseiyour supplies:taay have been
go far'reduced by the depdt formed at-Melville Island and the various cachets
on the coast, as'to prevent you from .continuing further search for Sir John
Franklin, during this season and the winter of 1853-54, if the information you
may have gained 'determine you to:continue:such further. scarch.: 3
*12, In communicating with you:on the subject of ‘your forimer orders and the
service on which you'are employed; we are aware how impossible it is; for us to
send out any definite instructions: with. reference to yourfuture proceedings,
when we are ignorant of the position in which you may now be placed; .or
whether any traces of Sir John Franklin’s expedition may have been found
‘during'last autumn or the spring of -this year, and what steps you. may have
considered it most expedient to adopt. But .if no :trace of the missing ships
have been:found beyond theWellington' Channel, and if"it should appear that
by the extended search you'may have been enabled to make in.that quarter,
that the missing~ships did not - proceed in that direction, and if -Captain Kellett
should have .reached Melville Island, as directed by .his instructions; and his
land expeditions should: also ‘have failed in finding any such:trace, it does not
‘appear to us-that there is’ any other directionin which a: prospect of : their dis-
covery can-be expected. Every accessible part of the shores of the Polar Seas,
west of Lancaster Sound, will have been- visited iwithoutfinding a trace of the
missing ships; except their former station:at Beechey Island in 1845 and. 1846.
In such a contingency as this, and if such should likewise be your-opinion;:after
mature consideration with the senior officers under your command, there appears
no other course left but to abandon all further search,

.
il
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i 3.But/in "2ase you should have .found any trace of -the expedition, it will be
your duty to follow up. that. trace. . In, doing this, you:must.exercise extreme
caution; so as not,to lose your means of communication with Beechey Island ;
ngr are,you to.incur,any hopeless risk by, proceeding.beyond reasonable limits,
for the saféty.of your own crews must.be your first care, . We place every con-
fidence in your, zeal and intelligence, and feel assured"that you will act with
sound judgment in whateyer situation youmay be placed ; ‘we therefore leave it
to you either to q,bgpdon.t'he expedition altogether, if you are of opinion that no
further. steps can be practicably taken, or to send.such of, the ships, to England
88, you, may not require; transmitting by them, to our secretary, not only a full
account of all your proceedings, but charts of all your discoveries, and keeping
us informed of your views and intentions, so.that if it should be necessary every
requisite aid may be given you in the summer of 1854.

' ' .

4. Before your final departure .from the Polar Seas, should you think proper
to adopt that course, there appears one very important subject which will require
your serious consideration ; and that is, the present position of the ships under
the command of Captain Collingon, and Commander M‘Clure, which entered
the icé to the N. ]£,of Point Barrow, (Behring Straits,) the latter in August
1850, and the former; in July 1851. These officers, with their respective crews,
may have been compelled by. gircumstances, tp abandon their ships. If such
should be the case, they may probably attempt to reach Melville Island, and
having had this in view when you left England, we directed in your instructions
that a depdt of provisions, and other, stores, should be formed at that island.
From this'positioti-they will ho'doubt endeavour to-make their way to Beechey
Island, or, Bort Leopold.. . It. will therefore be your duty, before returning to
England, , to be: fully . satisfied; that a proper depdt of coals, provisions, &c.,
had been formediat -Mellville Island, by Captain Kellett, and that clear infor-
mation had also been. left: there, that similar supplies would be.found at Beechey
ISlﬂnd'., '\“(,'H""‘ 2 ol Ny ' e ! '

. B:, This depdtion Beechey Island, is, to consist of .a full. store.of coal, provi-
sions, clothes, and other.stores, and you will take care to have it most carefully
secured against the depredations of bears, or other animals; you are also to
leave one of ;your.ships there, with or without a crew, as you may deem most
advisable, so that Captain Collinson or Commander M*Clure’s: parties may find
every. possible assistance, which they may requiie, and have the means at their
command of teturning to England ; but should you find it to be practicable to
place the ship,. or a depdt of stores, in a more.advanced -position, bet veen Mel-
ville. and Beechey.Islands, it might be, cxpedient.to do so. . This is ‘a-point on
which you can form a better judgment than we can. Our most anxious wish is
to-establish the best possible arrangement with the view of giving succowr and
support-to the crews of those ships,;should they be compelled to seek refuge in
the direction we have pointed.out. .. S Co

.'6.4 Haying-expressed these general views; which will require your careful con-
siderationy-we leave. it. to. .you ;to take - such steps-as you may consider most
expedicent. for meeting the circumstances of the.case. . Eo

7. On the amival of the Transport at Beechey Island, you:are immediately to
hasten her discharge, and dispatch her to Fngland, with the least.possible delay,
and . yow arc not to detain the Pheenix longer than may be necessary, or to risk
her being frozen in, but to send her also to England with intelligence of your
proceedings, exchanging any of her men, and sending invalids, &c.

Given under our hands this 11th day of May 1853."

(Signed) . J. R. G. GrAHAM,
Hype PARkER.
.M. I, F. BERKELEY.
R. S. Dunpas.
. : ; . ALEx. MILNE.
To Sir Edw. Belcher, C.B., :
Captain of Her Majesty’s Ship Assistance,
~ Aurctic Seas.

By Command of their Lordships,
(Signed)  R. OsBornE.

A2
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By the Commissioners' for Executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of
the United Kingdom of ‘Great Britain and Ireland, &c.

Herewita you will receive Copics of Instructions, which we have addressed
to Captain Sir E. Belcher, and also those which we have given to Commander
Inglefield, of Her Majesty’s Ship Pheenix. In the absence of Sir E. Belcher
from Beechey Island, you will adopt such proceedings as you may deem to be
necessary, and the circumstances of the case may require, and with reference to
any orders or directions you may have received from your Senior Cficer.

2. It will be necessary that you should take immediate steps for discharging
the Cargo of the Breadalbane Transport, and send her to England without 2
moment’s declay, and the Pheenix is not to be detained longer than may be
actually necessary. On these several points you will be guided by Our Instruc-
tions to Sir E. Belcher and Commander Inglefield.

Given under our hands, this 11th day of May 1853.
(Signed) J. R. G. Grauam,
HypE PARKER.
M. F. I, BerkELEY.

To the Senior Naval Officer at Beechey Island. R. S. DuNDAS.
By Command of their Lordships, Arex. MiLne.
(Signed)  R. OsBoRnE.
No. 2.

Commander INGLEFIELD to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY,

Her Majesty’s Steam Sloop ¢ Pheenix,”
At Sey, lat, 59° 22’ N., long. 41° 57" W., the 14th June 1853.
Sir, (Received 24th June.)

By Her Majesty’s steam ship “ Desperate ” I have the honour to acquaint you,
for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that we
have proceeded thus far upon our voyage, assisted by Her Majesty’s steamers
¢ Desperate ” and “ Barracouta.,” The latter vessel parted company on the
8th instant,

I have received from Captain Chambers cvery assistance, both with regard to
towing, and in supplying such few stores as we required.

From him I reccived permission to send to England for medical treatment
two men whose cases werc reported to me by the surgeon as likely to prove
troublesome ; their vacancies have been filled up from supernumeraries out of
“ Barracouta.” At Cork I took on board 20 sheep, (finding them as cheap as
salt provisions) for the use of the crews of the ¢ Pheenix” and her tender. I
hope to carry five of these (which arc in excecllent condition) to Beechey Island
for the use of the sick in the Arctic squadron, and I trust their Lordships will
not disapprove of my taking upon myself this step without their senction.

The * Pheenix” having steamed from Greenhithe to Cork, a fair opportunity
has been afforded for testing the engines, and I have to report that they worked
admirably well, though the consumption of coal, owing to the formation of the
boilers, is rather more than was expected. Average speed, 7 knots.

The “ Breadalbane” sails remarkably well and is a good sea boat, not at all
too deep, and apparently well adapted for the service on which she is em{ﬂoyed;
she parted company with the s%uadron on the 10th instant, in latitude
58° 49’ 6" N. and longitude 34° 23’ W,

I cnclose for their Lordships information copies of instructions I have given
to Licutenant Elliott, in command of the ¢ Diligence,” and the agent of the
transport for their guidance in the event of parting company; by those, their
Lordshigs will be informed where I expect to rejoin the transport.

On the 11th instant, we had the misfortunc to carry away the main top
gallant mast, caused by the heavy rolling of the vessel.

I forward herewith a track chart, shewing the winds and time whilst in tow
of steamers, Also, a sct of variations observed on the voyage, and dip and
intensity observations made at Haulbowline, Queenstown.

I have only to add that the crews and officers of the vessels under my charge
are all in good health, and that their Lordships may rely upon cvery exertion
being made to ensure the return of the expedition this season.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
L. A. InererieLp, Commander.
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"No. 3.

'‘Commander INGLEFIELD to Lieutenant EvrviorT.

’ Her Majesty’s Steam Sloop * Pheenix,”’
Sir, at Woolwich, the 14th May 1853.

Tue ¢ Diligence” transport having been ordered by my Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty to be supplied to Her Majesty’s steam vessel under ny
command as her tender ; and having appointed certain officers and men belonging
to this ship, as per margin, to serve-on 'hoard that'vessel; it is my. direction
that you proceed on board and take charge of her as lieutenant commanding ;
and I have further to direct that you will consider that vessel, her officers and
crew, in no other light but as a pait of this ship, receiving your stores-and
provisions from her, and accounting for them to the proper officers as though
they had been supplied to one of the boats of this vessel sent on detached service.

As it is most important, for many reasons, that the ships of the expedition
should not part company during the passage from England to the Arctic Seas,
I enclose a code of general day, night, and fog signals (independent of those
usually supplied) by which the motions of the tender and transport will be
guided; and I desire that you will distinctly understand that should any acci-

ent occur from ncglect of the officer of the watch or others in not payiug
immediate attention to such signals as may be made from this vessel, you will
be held responsible. '

You are to report to me every morning by signal the number of your sick,
and at noon, or soon after, your position by meridional altitude and chronometer,
and at all times be prepared to act in concert with this vessel in making such
observations for survey as circumstances will admit.

You are to cause a log to be kept and a journal of all your proceedings,
forwarding the same to me on your return to this vessel. Certain meteorolo-
gical instruments have been supplied from this ship, you will, therefore, direct
the assistant surgeon to make careful register of the same. -

You will consider your station at sea about one mile on the starboard quarter
of this ship, but should stress of weather or other unforeseen circumstances be
the cause of the vessels of the cxpedition parting company, you will consider
the Greenland Port of Holsteinbourg as the first rendezvous, and should strong
southerly gales (which arc not unusual at this time of ycar) prevail on entering
Davis Straits, you will not delay by endéavouring to make that port, but proceed
at once to Godhaven, or Licvely in Disco, there to await further ordersfrom me.

I enclose a letter from the Danish ambassador in London, addressed to the
authorities in Greenland, which you will prcsent on your arrival at any of the
Danish settlements, and which will ensure such assistance as you may require
from them. ’ I am; &c.

E. A. INGLEFIELD,
Commander of the Expedition,

No. 4.

Commander Ingrerierp to Mr, Fawckner, Government Agent on board the
“ Breadalbane” Transport.

Her Majesty’s Stcam Sloop ¢ Pheenix,”
Sir, at Woolwich, the 14th May 1853.
Herewrrit I enclose a copy of Admiralty Regulations for the guidance of
agents of transports, and the charter party of the “ Breadalbane,” and I have
to direct that you will pay especial attention to those clauses in the former
relative to keeping an independent reckoning from the master of the vessel. As
it is most important for many rcasons that the vessels of the expedition should
not part company on their passage from England to the Arctic Scas, it is my
positive direction that you impress upon the master of the “ Breadalbane,” the
importance of this measure, and for the more convenient conveyance of sailing
directions to the vessels of the expedition, I enclosca code of general day, night,
and fog signals, which will be used by this ship, independent of Marryat’s
Signals with which the transport is provided. ,
ou will consider your station at sea about one mile on the port quarter of
this ship, but should stress of weather or other unforeseen circumstances be the
cause of the vessels of the expedition parting company, you are to consider the
: A3

Mxi J. F. M‘Donnell,

Iste ;
Mr. Jno. R. Holmsn,
Assistant-Surgeon ;
Mr. Noel Osbhorn,
Midshipman; and
Twenty-one seamen.
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Greenland Port of Holsteinbourg as: the.first rendezvous, and should strong
southerly gales (which are not unusual,at this time of year) prevail on enterin
Dayis Straits, you'will not 'delay by endedvouring to make that port, but procee
at once to! Godhaven, or Lievely in Disco, there to await further orders from me.
I enclose a letter from the. Danish Ambassador in London, addressed ‘to the
authorities 'in Greenland, which you will-present on your arrival at any of the
Danish settléments, and which will ensure such assistance as you may require
fromthem.” - - ‘ o : ‘ o
“ 1 I have further to direct that you will continually bear in mind that all orders
.+ given by'you on board the ¢ Breadalbane” are to be directly and only to the’
., master of that vessel, and you will keep a private journal of all the proceedings
. on"board for'my information. I am, &c. ’
S : E. A. IncreFIELD,
Commander of the Expedition.

. ! e ‘ H "/ t ! NO. '5-
Commander INGLEFIELD to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY.

Her Majesty's Steam Sloop ¢ Pheenix,” .

at Lievely, Disco, 11th July 1853.

- Sir, , (Received 18th August.) . .

I HAvE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis;
sioners of the Admiralty, that I arrived at this port on the 8th instant at.mid-
night, ‘with the ¢ Breadalbane” and * Diligence” in tow, having sailed from
Holstginburg on the 6th instant, where I had lain from the 27th of last month,

On the 31st I was joined by the ¢ Diligence,” which ship had parted company
in a fog off Sukkertoppen, and, much to my joy, on the following morning by
the transport, which had parted company in a gale three days’ sail from Cape
Farewell. Every exertion was made to complete the coaling, watering, and refit
of the squadron, and everything has been conducted to my entire satisfaction.,

The responsibility I now take upon myself in sending the *“ Diligence” to
England is not incurred without mature deliberation, and I trust their Lordships.
will approve, under the following particular circumstances, of this deviation
from my instructions.

On my arrival at this anchorage I found the whaler “ Rose,” of Hull, had
put in here on the 27th June, seriously damaged by a nip in the ice during &
south-east gale in Melville Bay ; and her sinking state had obliged the master
to run her ashore at, the top of this harbour, where, after a survey carefully made
by certain competent persons, she was considered wholly irreparable ; and, a
portion of her stores having been landed, was abandoned.

On the morning of my arrival I took the carpenter of this ship, his mate, and
the caulker, and in company with them made 2 minute inspection of the damage
the ¢ Rose” had sustained. We were shortly convinced that it was too serious
to admit of the possibility of the most temporary repair; the rottenness of the
timber further proving the uselessness of an attempt. On my return to this
ship I found Mr. Couldrey (the master) had come on board to see me, and upon
his formal written declaration that the ship had becn abandoned, and learning
she was insured, I took possession of her tor the benefit of the underwriters.
My next duty, I considered was to provide for her crew, which consisted of the
master and forty-six men, as per list enclosed, all of whom were housed in an
old fishing shed, some distance from the settlement. Accompanied by the late
master of the “ Rose,” I proceeded to their abode, and having called the people
to§‘ether, inquired whether they would prefer working their passage to England
if T provided them with the means, o waiting till the return of this expedition
or the Danish vessels, for an opportunity of getting home. With one voice they
declared their anxiety to return to England immediately, and I then pointed out
how I should provide for, but what I regnired of them, stating that though it
was quite out of my fpower to promise any remuneration for their services, yet
that I doubted not, if their conduct merited reward, it would not be withheld
from them by a British Admiralty. I showed them that I should require their
perfect subordination to the officer in command of the vessel, and that they would
first have to land 100 tons of coal before they could put on board any of the
ship’s stores. At this extra work (without payment) there was some demur; but
I insisted upon the necessity (as I could not detsin the expedition under my
command for this service), and the coals were required for our homeward voyage.

1
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Firm to my purpose, I desired those whewere willing to agree to my terms to
divide themselves from the rest; and I was %ad to find that all passed over
together;,and: shouting three cheers for. “ ©1d, England,” and;three more for the
captain of the * Pheenix,” declared themselves, one and all, reaﬂy to do what-
ever I required, and commence their work that very day.

+T hiive beer tHus'particalar (for obvious Téasbs) ' stating the circumstances
under which the * Diligence” is'thanned ; and T trust their Lordships will be
disposed to_consider, in ;2 favourable light this brave crew,.who bronght, their
vessel to;Disco. in"a sinking stafe from Mélville Bay, rather than desert her,
a8 is so. generally the case. ;, . B T A

I cannot but trust the responsibility I'take in thus detaching one'vesselfrom,
the expedition at its outset will meet with their Lordships’ approval, when I state
that I have been influenced, not alone by.the unfortunate positiqn of the ship-.
wrecked mariners, but the interests of the  Crown, inasmuch that I ledrn their
passage must in the other case have been paid by Her Méjesty’s Government to
the Danish Government at .the rate of .1s.,per day per. man, and’the’ further’
expenses of a passage from Denmark ; moreover, their, Lordships will obtain the.
services of the ¢ Diligence” some months sooner than they bthgg*vv,ise_pdul‘d',hjmd
I am most sanguine:that all.the service.that ship can render to the expedition
hes been performed. . =, . , o

I have entrusted the command of the “ Diligence” for this peculiar service to
Lieutenant Marryat, whose zeal, ability, and discretion have gained my perfect.
confidence, and whose disappointment at not accompanying us further on our
interesting voyage I trust will be graciously considered b{llt eir Lordships,  °

I cannot dismiss the tender to England without calling' their' Lordships’
attention to her late commander, Lieutenant Elliott, whom I had hoped to have
made.the bearer to them in September of the juielligence gained from the Arctic
squadron. He has navigated and worked that too deeply laden vessel in gales
of wind and fogs, and amongst rocks and shoals to my entire satisfaction; and
on our passage to Cape Farewell, to the admiration of -all the squadron. As
second in command, his invaluable services, from previous experience in these
seas, forbid my sending him home at this early period of our voyage. I cannot,
however, forbear making their Lordships acquainted, on this occasion, with his
merit and ability. ‘ Co

. By the “ Diligence” I send to England three men, whose cases were considered
by the surgeon as requiring hospital treatment ; and a carpenter, whose utter
uselessness and general ba(% conduct made him a burden to the expedition, and
an eyesore to my crew. These vacancies I have filled up from volunteers
amongst the shipwrecked seamen. L S hooo

The state of the ice in Melville Bay and the favourable nature.of the season
are points that their Lordships will be better informed qun by Mr. . Couldrey
than by any remarks from me; I therefore beg to refer their. Lordships to that
gentleman, who has promised to wait upon the Board on his arrival in England,
and to Lieutenant Marryat for any further information relative to the expedition
I have the honour to command. . y : i

A carrier pigeon was despatched from this ship on the 7th inst. with a fresh
north wind ; it remained one night flying about the vessels that were then in
tow, and afterwards tock its departure. I state this, and enclose a fac simile of
the billet that was fastened round its leg, since it has been affirmed that a bird
returned-from Sir John Ross’s ship in these seas, and: it may be possible that mine
will reach England. T have three pairs that I purpose leaving at Beechey Island,
to be conveyed to Sir Edward Belcher next season, that he may thus commu-
nicate with the depOt when other means are impracticable. ; '

I hope to sail for Upernavik to-morrow, and have now only:to request you
will assure their Lordships that no exertion . will be spared. to ensure..the
return of the expedition this year.

"The late surgeon of the “Rose” voluntarily takes charge of the invalids;
and I enclose for their Lordships’ information & copy of the orders I have
given to'Lieutenant  Marryat, and a track chart of the ¢ Pheenix” and
“ Breadalbane,” up to the present date, as well as certain observations on the dip,
intensity, and variation of the needle. I am, &c.

E.-A. IneLEriELD, Commander.

A4
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No. 6.
Commander E. A. InecrLEFIELD to Lieutenant Josa. H. MARRYAT.

Her Majesty’s Steam Sloop “ Pheenix,” at Lievely,
Sir, Disco, the 12th July 1853.

Havive appointed you to the command of the * Diligence” tender to this
ship, manned with the crew of the whaler “Rose” of Hull, it is my direction,
on the receipt of this, that you.repair on board, and take charge of her
accordingly. ’

You are fully aware of the object I have in view, in sending the * Diligence ”
to England at this early period of our voyage; and I take this opportunity of
assuring you, that I cannot but regret the necessity that deprives the expedition
of your valuable scrvices. '

On my departure from this harbour, you will use cvery exertion to get the
remainder of the coals out of the ¢ Diligence,” landing and stacking them on
the rocky point to the south of the settlement.

Having performed this service, you will commence to ballast the tender with
the anchors, cables, provisions and stores of thc disabled vessel, carefully
selecting the most valuable for shipment, and should these not prove sufficient
to bring the vessel into sailing trim, the oil casks filled with water will readily
su%ply the deficiency. :

eing in all respects ready for sea, you will proceed without delay to England,
going either north or south about, as you may deem most convenient, or the
wind may lead ; and on arrival at the first British port, you will convey the
accompanying despatches to the Admiralty, and, there reporting your arrival,
await their Lordships’ further orders.

In appointing you to the command of this vessel, under such peculiar circum-
stances, I have been guided by the ability, zeal, and discretion you have always
exhibited whilst under my command; and it is the latter quality which will now
be most cssentially requisite for the good conduct of your voyage.

Your crew are a party of distressed British subjects, without pay, but under
discipline (as under the Pendant), and it will require not only much tact, but
much good management, to keep'in order a band of men, whose previous service
at sea has had but one object for a day’s work, viz., the amount of spoil cach
could earn in his exciting and perilous occupation.

You will readily perceive the difference of the service now required of them
(but which they have one and all agreed to perform), to that of their past life;
and placing the most perfect reliance in your management, I have only to add
that I trust their Lordships will take into consideration, at my request, the
disappointment I am aware that you eXpericnce at not continuing the voyage to
Beechey Island.

Tor the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, you will
keep a log of your proceedings, and a tract chart; and, lest they should be
pleased to make the crew some payment for their services, you arc hereby
directed to keep o careful statement of the work performed by each man, his
ability, and general conduct. Enclosed I send you alist of the shipwrecked
crew, and I have ordered three men, as per argin, who are considered by the
surgeon fit subjects for hospital treatment, to be discharged to the ¢ Diligence,”
and a carpenter (whose character renders him uscless to the expedition) for a
passage to England.

You will leave a letter here to await my amival, acquainting me of your
proceedings up to the time of your departure, and enclose a list of the coals and
provisions landed, and the stores you have shipped.

I am, &c.
E. A. IncuLeriet,
Commander of the Expedition,
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Orders from Sir Edward Belcher, C.B., to the Arctic Squadron.

LI

‘No. 1. ,
Captain Sir Epwarp BeLcuer, C.B,, to the respfctive Captains, Commanders, &c.,
' which may now be within Lancaster Sound, . /4.0 ..
, - H. M. S.“ Assistance,” Wellington Channel, -
Gentlemen, o 26th July 1853. - L
‘Unrin further express directions’ under my' hand, excepting under the

following cases, no vessel under my command, or which may arrive within sight of

the vessels under'my orders, is to proceed beyond Beechey Island on her gassage
to England, until I reach (and give further directions at) the said rendezvous,

Case 1. If H. M. S. * Investigator” should fortunately escape from the ice-
bound position where' Commander M*Clure-left her, and reach Beechey Island,
then the instructions directed to Commander M*‘Clure will be carried out ; ‘that
vessel alone taking home all invalids, &c., and leaving all the available provisions,
beyond six montks, for this squadron.'’ L

Case 2. If any unforeseen obstacle should retard or prevent my communicating
personally, or by letter, with H.M.S. “ North Star,” or the senior officer at
Beechey Island, before the 1st September, then all supernumeraries which ma
arrive from H. M.'S. ¢ Investigator” are to be embarked on board H.M. S:
“ North Star,” which vessel will be sufficient to convey them to England.

Case 3. In the event of the * Intrepid ” reaching Beechey Island, she is to be
detained, taking the place of the. “ North Star,” should she leave tv proceed
under Case 2. '

- Epwarp Berchen,
Captain Commanding Arctic Expedition,

‘No. 2.
N ) N
Commander IngrLEFIELD to Commander PuLLEN,

Her Majesty’s Steam Sloop ¢ Pheenix,” off Cape Riley,
Sir, . 17th August 1853.

I uave to request you will briefly give me your opinions in writing as to the
coursc you would consider it your.duty to take, were you acting under such
directions as you are aware I have received from my Lords Commissioners of
the Admiralty, and with reference to the General Order from Sir Edward
Belcher to the respective Captains, &c., dated July 26th, 1853,

I have, &c.
IX. A. INGLEFIELD,
Commander and Senior Officer at Beechey Island.

No. 3.
Commander PurLen to Commander INGLEFIELD.

: Her Majesty’s Ship * North Star,” Beechey Island,
Sir, 18th August 1853.

In compliance with your request, as contained in your letter of yesterday’s
date, for my opinion in writing as to the course I should pursue were I acting
under such orders as you have shown.me from the Lords of the Admiralty, [
can only state, that on my arrival, finding such to be the case, I should deem it
best to follow under all circumstances those most stringent instructions from
the Admiralty. Had Sir E. Belcher reccived his orders, and could know the
state of things here, I fecl confident that he would never think of making any
alteration in stich instructions.

I have, &c.
W. J. S. PuLren,
Commander H.M.S. “ North Star.”

B
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. No.4.
ooy Sommander IncLerewn to Sir Epwaro Beones, C.B.. |
.“'«31:”!9)5,*“ S da v 5t PO O R R LIS I F T A e B A L AT PR R AP LV
~* -Her Majesty’s Steam Sloop * Pheenix,” at Beechey
Sir, ‘ .1 Island, 20th August 1853.

. +1:HAVE the. honbur:to: acknowledge- yotir-general order:of.the 26th’ ultimo, and
in reference thereto, beg to acquaint youithat'I- cannot but feel the great delicacy
of the position‘in which ‘I.am placed;with jorders from the Admiralty and your-
self so diametrically:opposed ;:.and it is only after the most mature consideration
of ithe ‘circumstances.of ‘the, case,—inwhich I feel by .their: Lordships’ ,ordér of
" 11th,May, I as.senior, officer.qt -Beechey, Island, have, full power to act,—that-I
haye: promised to set; aside.the instructions.. you thave:forwarded to all:capteins;
commanders, &c. in:Lancaster Sound., I 'may-add, however, that.there are two
cases,in which,I should not;have hesitated in deciding: otherwise ;. and these are,
first,, had I learnt: that the ships now in/'Wellington g_hannel .were So,distressed
as. to require assistance ; and, second, could I perceive. through ‘the information
gﬁ'q;;gigdjlmthg; Captain, Pullen, that you have the slightest hopes: of finding.the
missing expedition, or that you had any other. intention-than that of returning
to,;England as soon as the.ships;of your:squadron were liberated. " & ..
< L:have only to addvthat-I-trust you .will approve my following out tothe
letter. instructions:so urgent as those given'by my-Lords Commissioners of the
Aditiralty, and give.me ctedit for the desire] have exhibited to'communicité
~ withi you, .and deposit the despatches:from the Government within ‘your’ reach,
by my: journey. up the.western shore -uf Wellington Channel’as far as Cape
Rescue; under. circumstances and in a marner: with which I believe ‘you : cannot
fail to be satisfied. , AR
I have the honoirr to enclose’ a copy of a letter with its reply addressed by
me-to-Commander-Pullén, on"the subject of the orders conveyed by him from
yous and C e e -

I am, &c.
E. A. IncLEFIELD, Commander.
S S B

© ,
“ NESFR

Jorenooe o Coals At Disco.

I L L S . b h, . K vy
' "Cuas. K. RENwick, Chief Engineer, to Commander INGLEFIELD.
AR D ¢ . :

Report relative to the (\3641.3 reccived for Trial at Lievely, Island of Disco.

’ ‘ Al 3.

P SRR I vt et s LR
H. M. Steam Vessel “Pheenix,”
. At Sea, 20th September 1853.
Tue weight of these coals, bulk for bulk, is nearly similar to those now on
board the “ Pheenix,” which' are of the best Welsh steam coal. They were
first tried'alone, .in'd furnaceso- burned down ias to show whether or not they
ignited quickly ;- they Jrequiredtthe'fre%uent use of the fire irons before combus-
tion thoroughly began, and then they burned slowly, with little flame, throwing
out, however, a good:heat. ""They were next tried mixed with an equal quantity
of Welsh coal, and sugceeded well; emitting o most .intense heat with little or
no smoke, . Y vl
I am of opinion that using these coals alone it would not' be practicable to'
keep steam sufficient for'ary other than the lowest grade of expansion, but I
beliéve mixed, say one’half or' two thirds with English coal, they will prove a
powerful and lasting fuel. L - SR
STl Cuas. K. Renwick, Chief Engineer.
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b b nnE s el - n;pﬁ";-:l:hursg,‘,i}‘t}_i:;()'pg'{o ,?{.1,8,,53'.:';-,
Sir, AR RN R . (Received,:7th October. ) s
“*1-HAVE 'the hondur to report to“you foi'the information 'of 15§ Fiords Cotntnis-
‘sidnérs of the Admiralty; my- atrival ‘from the * Arctic” Regions; brifiging iwith
me the important intelligence of the safety of the * Investigator,” and theé dis-
‘covery of t%g’N‘drthlwést passage; thoujsh, unhappily, withdhit finding theé slightest
traces of the missing  Expedition, either by this route; of’on ‘the'field"of search
occupied by the squadron iinder Sir Edward'Belchér's ¢onimand, | ' <&’ 7
7 *9"1'im thie'bearer of' despatches'from’-that officerahd" Ciiptain Kellett; arid
Lieutenant Cresswell of the ¢ Investigator,” whom I appointed from' the " North
iStar™ as'Supernumerary to this ‘shif, is chargied” withVthe! lettérs ahd’journals of
Cdnfxixéhdér'M‘Clhqef ! '/—w' ? “:-’ ol .":‘ gt ‘:Lz'f:eg . :{',', U] "J:‘h:*
s h “of considérable length; 1. will éndeavour'to' acquaint‘yéu

- *8,""As higjouirnalis, of co : : 1)

with’ thé'substance 'of it; that theirLiordships mduy thus;be eiitly ‘ififorined of the
leading, feturés of ‘the * Investigator's” discoveries ;' but ere’ T efiter intd this
‘mitter, T-déem it to be my*duty 6’ acquaint thicii Lordships of the résult of the
expedition I have the honour to command?'ind, though' Ihave'catried out’ their
‘Lordship’s inétFuctjons-td-thé 1ettér,’and T triist to’ their entive Satisfaction, it has
not ‘been, withott %reat‘ difficulty;-consitlerablé’ peril to‘the Safety of ‘this véssel,

0

'atid’the totdl loss. of the “ Breadalbane” transpoit, without the loss of a single'life.

© 740 This Wihfortunate- ‘event, which ‘o¢curred’ on’ the ‘morningof the -21st ‘of

August off ‘Beechey Island, no'human power could'have averted ; and my own
vessel; which at that time had the Trahsport actually in'tow, barely escaped a
similar,'fate, réceiving 'a severe nip, which rosé'thé’stern several feet, and
arched the"quarter-deck, destroying the rudder and’screw. "One"of thie-béarns
forward Wwas sprung, and the port’bow partially étove, bréaking one’of tlie videfs
and forcing in the planking(® This latter damage; there'is ‘no doubt, may haye
‘béen sitstained in a Heavy gale on the morning of the:18th' August,whei the
ship’ was " severely nipped ‘off Cape Riley. ' "The ice-master is'of opinion;’ it
was. received in, Melville Bay, whilst forcing a, passage under. full’ §tedm
‘through some heavy ice; however this may be',’% have little doubt; but'that for
the solid nature of the stowage of oufhold; and’ the:strengthehinigs fittéd in
‘England, we miist have shared the same fate s the unfortunate * Breadsalbaiie.”
5. By the “ Diligence,” their Lords will have been informed: of my proceed-

ings up the time of my arrival at 'Disco.-’ I will, therefore, now briefly state
what ‘we have since done, and then in obedietice to-the; 5th clause’of their Lord-
ships’ orders, relate what information I have' obtained with! reference’ to-‘the
‘Expedition, ‘and the discoveries which have been made.: * ' 7 ' v
. é) On leaving Disco, I proceeded with thé ¢ Breadalbane™in tow, to Upet-
navik, there to, obtain dogs, and to communicate, with' the inspeétor of North
‘Greenland, concerning the disposal of the “ Rose” of Hull. " On {h¢ ‘aftergoon
of the 14th July we reached this place, and’ the 'ships heading- ff, whilst I
R ST

[

linded, ' two hours we proceeded up the coast. ' ‘ , R
* 7. The following ddy, passing Cape Shakleton in a calm, 1 took ddvantage of
the fine weather, to-obtain some ' obf;i's from thé rookery for ‘the use of the Arztic
ships, and in three hours we'obtained a sufficient quavtity to give each of our ‘own
vessels a‘tlay’s fresh meat, reservitig enough to tupply the “ Nérth Stat’s”crew
@v’_itli'fgl‘ovi'g%gﬁs’,fpr ten days, independent of the’skeep'we.brought from Ireland.
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. 8..0n the 16th of July we entered Melyille Bay, and found it packed with ice
tn some places very heayy-from. recent pressure, and. the:land floe unfortunately

\

oroken away, thus’depriving us of the advantage of its:edge for docking the

vessels in-case of a threatened nip. .,

... 9./ On’the .18th of July, owing to damage sustsined in the ice, it became
" 'necessary to, shift the'screw; and this was done/whilst beset amongst heavy floes
. almost; out of sight of land. Trom the mast-head no lead counld be seen at
- mid-day, or'indeed any water but the pool-in which the ships were afloat; but
, at midl'ii%litj_ﬁe.proceeql@d.‘ixlopg.‘a narrow lane which opened .a way {o the
northward. "\ - . 0 L L w S .

., 10, Thick fogs.and southerly winds which closed the ice up, prevented our

tting through” Melville Bay till the:25th’ July, when we stretched away from
ape ‘?m}k for Cape Warrender., Fog prevented our taking observations whilsi
crogaing' over,:and experiencing, a strong southerly set; we found, on the weather
clearing, thgt the ship was within two miles of Cape Liverpool, though we had
" steered for Cape, Warrender with duc allowance for currents. .

_Reaching over to'the north shore, (which we: then kept close, on boaid,} - we
stecré‘d‘aupLancasteigﬁound, passing large floes which were driving to the
eastward. -, ' .. . .. s L .- k
' 1,:1,_0,11‘\}(t‘l,1:é,1i;pmin'g' {of the, 29th July we found a’ barrier of ice stretching

" from shore to shore, .and, which, evidently, had never broken away this season,
We followed ijts.edge for several miles in the hope of finding & lane through, but
were eventually obliged to bear. up for Dundas Harbour, (in.Croker Bay) there
toawait s change,” ¢ U L L. 0, o

- T consting towards this anchorage we were sux;{)rised at ,behplgiing several
_tents pitched on a point six miles to the westward of Cape Warrender; but
' shortly found’ them, to be the habitations-of a party of. Esquimaux who had
come over from Ponds Bay. Amongst these people I found many, preserved
meat and potato tins, the former bearing Mr. Goldner’s name ; candle boxes;
some, spaxs, and  other Government stores, which led me to fear that they had
visited the depot at Wollaston Island. . © . C

12. In Dundas Harbour we lay for eight days anxiously awaiting the breaking
up of the:ice; and on the 6th August, 10{{;1% that I might be able to examine,
.and, if necegsary, remove the stores from Wollaston Island, we got under weigh,
and stretehed across in that direction, but heavy hummocky ice prevented our
evew sighting it, and we were forced to bear up again for the north shore, By
this time a light north-westerly, wind had eased off, the ice, and I determined
to push,on as far as practicable under steam ; .the wind holding for forty-eight
hours, we were fortunate enough to reach Beechey Island on the 8th August.
,In many, cases the ice.opened just as we reached a block, which would other-
~wise have stopped our progress, and we were told by the officers of the ¢ North

Star” that no water was to be seen from Cape Riley. the day bLefore we
arrived. | Thus their Lordships will perceive that no time was lost in reaching
our destination. o . ,

. 13. Erebus and Terror Bay was full of heavy hummocky ice, of great thick-
ness, impervious to the saw or the blasting cartridge, and too rough and too
much jnundated with deep fresh-water pools to admit the possibility of landin
the stores on. Beechey Island, or putting, them on board the “North Star”
2 mile,and a half distant, according to my orders.

, . 14.. T had therefore no choice, but to, place them in what T deemed the most
counvenient and practicable position; and, in my capacity as senior officer at
Beechey Island, determined on Cape Riley as the fittest spot, and even more
accessible than the island. . :

Accordingly on the following morning we commeiiced our work; and having
secured the transport in a bight of the land-ice, immediately abreast of a steep
cliff, the people were now set to work, watch and watch, night and day. T
expedite the service' ] ordered all hands to be sent from the “ North Star,” with
their hammocks, and desiring them to be: victualled from our ship—the time
was thus sived which would have been lost by their going and returning to
their vessel, upwards of two miles and a half distant. ‘

15. ‘The steamer luy with her fires baiiked up,.and the towing hausers in, ready
2t a mpthént’s warning to take the tx:gn,:;ipé_yp off shore in case of. the ice closing;
" and pow .everythm%.] veing set forward, systematically, and 130 tons of coal
.. landed 1t the first thirty hours, L determined to proceed myself up Wellington
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Channel: by boat arid sleédge’in ‘séarch 'of ’ Captain Pallén; who ~hzfd_ﬁee,p aosent
" 1fromthé' ¢ North' Star” fnofe thaii s “morth, ‘and; ag his provisions mist have
‘been’ cxpendéd, there ia§some apprehension’ as.fo his saféty, " “ocT 7
' I had the double motive of desiring’ to ¢diivey to ‘Sir” Edward  Belcher his
déspatches, ‘as it 'would' only bé By such’megns heé could possibly learn of my
. ‘artival until next sedson unless he shbuld return'to/Beechey Island."/’

+-16. I started'in iny whale bdat ‘with'.a month’s ‘provisions at 9 a.. on the
10th- August, leavihg ‘written' ‘orders with_ the First Licutenant, 'a copy of
‘which I enclose marked'M. 1, in'case'¢f any unforeseen Castialfy preventing my
return to the ship-by the time the transport was cleated, to run no risk of the
“ships-bieing canght for the ‘winter, but to procéed to England withont me.
17. Wellington Channel was then fall of ice, and 8o Idl;]gﬁ with _lafge cracks
arid ‘pools-that it defied 'slédginyg, excepting with ‘a strong ‘party, ' Landing,
therefore, on Cornwallis 'Island, a little” above Barlow Creek, e 'made an
attempt to carry 'a smqll punt over the'jcey buat this ‘proved ineffectual, and I
determined at last to 'El'q'ce‘ed with ‘Mr. Alston, Maté of the ¢ North Star,” and

two-men, by laid to Cape Rescue. ~ Each ‘darried a blanket bag with a fort-
night's provisions; and reached with mnch ‘exertion the Cape'at 5 p.m. of 13th
August, * A piece of opén water off Helen Haven prevented our proceeding
farther]'and here we learnt, by notice, of Captain Puljen’éjfat'ur‘n‘ to his ship, and

of his having communicatéd with Sir Edward Belcher. """ ' "'

'18. Depositing in thé' Cairn duplicdtes’of ‘their Lotdships” despatches for
that officer, we'commenced our return, and reached the 'tent’ on the
fifth day of our absence, foot-sore, and much-exhausted with thié new-mode of
journeying in the Arctic regions, liaving travelled' 120 miles. " Sleeping without
shelter on the bare beach,”at a temF'er'ature severa] ‘degrees 'below, freezing-
point, was a trial for all, more especially as we'could not eat the penimican, and
:;ubsistéd wholly on biscuit and tea, with thé exception of & few dovekies, which

.shot. ’ ST
" 19. Up till the 12th August, Wellington Channel was blocked with ice as far
as the eye could reach. The Plan marked C. 1 shows its position af, this date,
and the alteration I have made in the coast line of the wéstern shore,

Abundance of white whale, seals, and walrus were seen, and some white hares
and lemings on the land. Tracks of bears were found ‘on, 'the ice, but only
one seen. S ' ) o

20. It is remarkable that we tracéd and'followed for mdny miles the dog-
sledge tracks of Mr. Penny, as fresh upon the sandy beach as though'they had
been made the 'day previous, and it must be remembered that these were
originally upon ice. ‘ , o o
-~ 21, I'returned to the ship on the afternoon of the’16th August, and found
that wind and changes in the ice had obliged the First'Lieutenant to move the
‘transport away from Cape Riley, and thus the process of unlading had been
carried on'but slowly by mcans of sledges ; 856 packages had, however, been
transported to the * North Star” by these means. oo

22. On the 17th August, a heavy gale from the’ south-cast set the ice on to
the Cape so suddenly and with such violence; that both ships vefy narrowly
escaped’ being lost. The ¢ Phewnix” was severely nipp_cd, _the ice bearing
down upon her with such force’ that the six hawsers and two cables laid out
were snapped like pack thread, and the ship forced against the.land ice, lifting
her stern 5 feet, and causing every timber to groan. The hands were turncd
up to be ready in case the ship should break up, though there would have been
small chance in such'an event of saving a man, as the wind blew so violently,
with snow, that it was impossible to face it ; and the ice in ’motiqn around the
ship was boiling up in a manner that would have defied getting a safe footing to
the most active of our crew. ‘ S Lo

23. The plan marked C. 2 will show the manncr in which we were driven
continually away from Cape Riley, by pressure from ice, until the 20th, August,
when the “ Breadulbane " was carried cut amongst some flde piéces and set into
the Straits. I pushed out under steani into the pack, with the hope of rescuing
her 5 but it was not till I madé a sccond ‘effort later ini'the day, that we suc-
ceeded-in“getting her'out, and then only with considerable difficulty.

Having onice more got her alongside the derrick, we commericed t¢ cloar with all

hands, as  intended to finish the-work-without cessation, if we labouréd all night.
24. Whilst thusemployed I receivedl',3 by ah°official letter from’ Cajitiiin Pullen,
3 -



s copy of Which Lrenclose, marked L, 8 renort;of theymelancholy.intelligence
‘St the, death’of M Bellot, 'whio Hall; ;.ségviséﬁf.gi:&? tain, Pullen;on his return
-during'nmy, ,absence;é@"ac‘:iguamt"m‘éf:ijf,’the _Jame, and..to.carry.on the original
¢ o B 2 P IR TSR I G TR G T T A £ LV 2= 2
despatches-to Sit Edward BeleHer. ° This-unfortunate'otourrenge. took place on
'the night of the gale, \when .M. Bellot,with "twomen yere {driven,_off, from. .the
R AR I AR I A T & R IR DR Y R A 2 P A NPTy T 11 1 i A Pafrabrd by Sobte
shore ‘on”a flo¢ 3 "and "shortly ' after, \whilst récorinoitring from. the. top,.of :a
Jhummock, he,was' bloivi off. by, a'violent gust’ of wind into a!deep crack in the
dce," and peished by drowning, “The" two' inen Were sived, by a comparative
miracle, and after driving about'for’thirty:hours thout ‘ food. were. cnabled: to

.
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land ‘and rejoin:their fellow! trivellers; who:

ave them, provisions, and then all

Teturned t0 theship,' bringing back'in'safety the despatches ;. but three ofithem
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A separate letter will ‘give their' Loddships jfu;rt:her,kmfo’xzxrw,tum\~1'e1a'g1.v.e to the
death-of this-ekcellént ‘officer, who'was sincerely, tégretted by, us all. .His, zeal,
‘ability, and ‘quiet unas§yming ‘manner .rnad@‘hiiriiirigeed?belovédw IR

. . 25, Th.iceclosing “igain: obliged us; to ‘qilit’Capé, Riley before, midnight,
and i endeavouring " to “Push ‘the ships “into .a  bightin ; the :land ;floe,, the
“ Pheenix ” -touched"the \ grotind, but _came’ off again: immediately, without
damage. - THie whole night, was spent'in; strilggling, to, get, thé ships into,a, place
‘of ‘security,”but; the ice .drove both’ vessels fast..to .the westward, . when, at

fit subjects,only for invahding! " *5,': . .

°8:30 «a:M. "of 'the"21st" Aujgust, the ice'closing all- aronnd, both .vessels ;were
secured to a floc edges but with' steam reidy to'push thiough'thé instant’ the
ice should lonsens - - | 14 o o R L
" '26. Shortly, however, a rapid run of :the oufer. floe.fo.the westward placed
the' ““ Phicenix ™™ ‘in the inOst. perilous position. L oidered the hands to be turned
YRR T, G0 RTOE TR I drel ’ s - .
up, fiot that atght coutd bie done, Jbut to"be ready in case of the wortt to provide
for their safety.. The: ice,’ howevyer, easing off,” h=ving s‘evepgfyr,nipped‘,this
vessél; ‘passed, ‘astern, to the "« Breadalbane,”" whicl, ship :either, received.the
‘pregsure léss favourably, “or'was leSs equal “to the emergency, for it passed
through her. starboard how, and in less than, fifteen minutes she sunk in thirty
fathioms of ‘water, “giving ‘the pepple barély time tg save themselves, and, leaying
the wreck’of &.boat only to indr};.ithg”“épgt where .the .ice had .closed ‘over:her.
Anticipating Siich'a catastrophe, T got pver the, stéfn of the; ¢ Phoenix ” g8 soon
as the' Transport' was ‘striick, ‘and ‘was,beside -her when'shefilled,:.and can
‘'unhesitatingly’ staté” thit no human ‘poter could have saved her. Fortunately
nearly, the-wgole of the Government stores had been landed.., ...

~+ Enclosed, a list,' marked 1.2, sets forth.ithe quantity.and. kind
were landed 4 Cape, Riley. and Beechey . lsland ;. 'slso,

Pl S T
] of .stores that
( what was lost.in the
Transport, * - E
27. Having taken,on board the shipwrecked crew, every precaution ‘was used
with regard to-the sdfety of Her Majesty's steam vessel ;. but,it was not till, the
morning of the 22d A ugust tliat, we'succeeded in.gefting her,to a safe position
in Erebus'and Terror Buy, where the ship was again secured fo the; land floe, .
28: | now resolved ‘to losé rio time in getting to En%land.; ‘but, that I might
have the advantage of the latest ‘intelligence: from  the Arctic. Squadron, I
determined ‘upon‘taking the opinion of ‘the, ice ‘master as to the latest date he
considered I ‘could’ sufely remain af’ Beechey Island. Enclosure, marked L, 3,
is a'copy of this report; and now I' must beg to refer their; Lordships, to. the
ge'nemr order. from, the sénior officer® delivered .to in€ by. Cuptain. Pullen on
bis' return_from' Sir’Edward Belcher,.and, whilst, their, Lordships will, readil
understand how-awkward was the position in which I thus became placed, stiﬁ
it was' not without very, serious deliberation,, the.written, opinion of. Captain
‘Pullen upon the zabject, a. copy of which. I enclose; marked L 4,.and the
authority as granted'to’the  Serior Officer at Béecl}t(aiy, Island. by their Lordships
‘Memo., 11th'May1853, that I replied to Sir Edward Belcher’s drder. by .a letter,
the copy of which, marked L 5, I enclose, .and wineh -I"acted on,, delaying till
the last’ monient, (and two days. after my ice master advised .our departure,)
with the fope of Sir Edwatd Belcher's arrival,” | .0 . al s e s, L
29. *Their Lordships will, T ttust, béar me oiit in,the steps I have taken ; and:
‘though’ I feel how 'serious-is, the responsibility I;have' thus incurred, it hus been
‘dorie” with'the sifigle mofive of the public good, and acting up to the.full spirit

oo
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of my instructions.
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80, On.the 24th Augustdisailed fromBeechépilaland; bt wasshartljforced to |
‘Jggﬁg; gﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁtﬂg habiour.we disicogefed;am&vhmbb“li‘g’eﬁfomﬁ intolinzadog!
. This arbour, eight miles east of Cape Fellfoot; mxplan sof:svhichitl-enclose,
marked;C 3, was.named PortGrahein, “dnd isqeifwell: shelteredzposititng: With
gaod. anchorage and. fresh. water:.Mdny;hares were'seenf and’ninésshioty: :. T2 |
5:;91:. Here we lay during;s violent gala fromithe eastward, which was. 86 furious
in_ the gusts..that,though the.ship lnyiunder thé:led:of 4 Toffy. hill; she drove
ggighfgyvg_, pgghoyggghggﬂ,-;._until,slge(;brought up. if forty:fathoms;water, ;- fu. i
~iThe gale set.vast bodies,of icé upithe, Straitsjuntil-it ‘cameito.a dead stand,
doubtless: from ,it : haying filled. rup,ithe! whole'channelito Beechey- Island:and
most fbrtunate was it that we got awayswhens we,;did.’:For/two- days not- a
spoonful of water could be seen from: the neighbouring hill,‘and; the temperature
falling . rapidly, . with. the’ prospect..of .an- early. winter;. I-lbegan -to fear .we
had found our winter quarters; indeed, it was a:mattef: dependententirely: oh
the wind .whether we.should, get out this: season.;, A'\watch-was setsto report the
state of theice; the ice mastérsiand officers frequently visiting‘ the -look-out
hill. . -On the:morning. of the 3lsf August; the :iceréommenced: to: move out of

the, harbour, and, carnying.the ship withit, we marrowly; escaped’,being . driven
into. the pack, which-was.only-prevented by. sli pingithe ‘cable: (with' a-Hawser
attached ). and forcing the yvessel:underisteam ithroi ghra crack imithe floe. " : The

awser was cut_through;, by.theicesin: endedvouring to:weigh the-anchor, which
Wgs thus lost., Lnow deemed. it advisable-for.thé safety-of ‘the wessel to proceed
to,the inner bight of the harbour, which ‘lying behind a shallow-spit, perfectly
secured  her-from -ice driving inor.out, and, should we be unsble ‘to get away
this year, would proye a good: position for,winfer quarters. i, v o L F v

. L. was. il prepared ‘for; such :a:.contingency, : as. wehadv not +left: on board

;

sufficient provjsions :for: our now: much-increased:crew; having: the ~people of the

three., other  vessels , of .my -sguadron’ with ;me, - besides : supérnumeraries and
valids, . 7oy s, e e e e et © L b

S < 4

* 32, In the evening, . smell: crack: :elong . thé! north shore ‘ to.the eastt
wird ‘was; observed, and. we immediatély. tripped; the dnchor, and steamed up;
but,it, closed ere we.could.reach it ;:;wetlierefore returned for.thie mght pbut!in
the. morning,; L. was. glad-to find it again openéd; and -we-proceeded ‘undér full
steam and. sail,, with .g: dight northerly wirid, towards the eastward. ~tNothing
but a,powerful ;steamer .could have effected herlescape ats that petiod; -and now,
with one.,or. two.slight :detentions for a:couple . of -hours, :we:made-out of  the
Straits, passing Cape.Warrender on:the-morning of ‘the 2d September ;' dind
here. T beg; you will. call’ their. Loydships™attention to this position ‘as:one well
applicable for a despatch rendezvous. R L Y
.83, .During my stay -at Port Dundas' (which is immediately under the cliffs
forming ;Cape: Warrender), I"ordered s large cairn to be built on o remarkable
rocky. peninsula at, its entrance.: This cair’is upwards of 'sixteen feet in’ height,
twenty feet in circumference;;and painted red with a white cross 3’ its.position is
such, that u vessel sighting Cape: Warrender must perceive'it ; and as nearly all
the whalers every; year, sight this Cape, I conceive:it to bé an admirable position
(should their Lordships desire to: send: déspatches to Sir ‘Edward-Belcher next
year by the whalers) for:these.despatcliesito be deposited.s s +i+ . > |
. For sgiling mayks I have made sketches of: the const in twopositions';' amongst
the drawings, are these views:marked:D 1 and 2,'duplicates:of which -T have léft
with, .Sir lldward Belcher s and I believe it to be. Gaptain “Pullen’s intention,
unless directed otherwise by his senior, to have an officertand party ready to
receive-any communication next year, and in return to forward his intelligerice
%y,,thp -same; opportunity. :Should .a- Government vessel be 'sent: out from
D g&;and, she would.of course cairy.the party on to, Beechey ‘Island. '
ith light winds we' succeeded in getting out of Lancaster Sound o the
3d September, the ice proving unfavourable for examining the depdt at Wolleston
Island, which I had intendéd doing. . ... ¢+ . T .- o
; 34. We arrived at Lievely, Disco, on- the ‘9th’ September,"and immediately
commenged coaling. . The ‘barometer threatening, a southerly. gale induced me
to pass. through, the Waigat to escape .it; and +in :the: darkness' of hight,
running, undex. full sail. and. steam, we were-nearly going stem cn to an iceberg
100. feet in height, to avoid which.we rounded to within halfpistol shot'of a
rock awash at the entrance of. the Moligats, and which, though:not laid down in
the charts, we supposed the ship was “wellu.éleat ofyia Stromgset thotigh:th :
channel to the northward must have c%used this deception.
4
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35. Whilst the coaling was being completed, I made arrangements with the
inspector-of “North ‘Greenland concerning the disposal of “the hull end spars of
the stranded whaler * Rose.” ™" . "~ " 3 ' -

For the more convenient disposal of her remains I blew her up, and having
landed and placed under charge of the Governor the masts and gpars, with a
list of their prices (a copy of which, marked L 6, I enclose), we took on board
for firewoud such’of the debris’ of the hull as ‘would otherwise have been appro-
priated by the Esquimaux, leaving the remainder convenient firewood for vessels
touching there, to be obtained at 14s. a fathom, the price to be received by the
Governor, and remitted ‘through the Danish Government to the British Admi-
ralty for the benefit of the underwriters. '

“aving completed these arrangements, coaled, watered, and refitted, we were
detained two days longer by a strong north-east gale, but on the morning of the
17th September-procecded to sea. :

36. At Lievely I obtained information of a coal mine, about twenty-five miles
from the harbour, on the southern shore of the island; and I am told that the
coal to be dbtained here is in such quantitics that a ship might take 1,000 tons,
Tor burning in stovey,it is preferred by the Dunes to English coal. 1 obtained
a sufficient quantity of an inferior sort to muke trial in our hoilers. A copy of
the chief engineer's report I' enclose (Marked L 7), and I have retained on
board four casks of this fuel for their Lordships’ disposal.

37. On'the 18th September I put into Holsteinborg to obtain sights to com-
plete our meridian distances, and satisty me as to the rates of our chronometers.
In this harbour (a complete survey of which was made by Mr. Stanton, the
mastér, during our first visit, and which is marked C 4,) we found the * True.
love,” Captain Parker, which had put in the day previously with her how stove.
She had received this damage amongst the ice in the gale of the previous Wednes-
day. I rendered him every assistance with a carpenter and stores, and towed
him to sea at daylight on the morning of the 20th September, carrying him out
to an offing of sixty miles. He reports that all the whalers were caught amongst
the ice in that gale, and he much feared they had reccived some damage; but
upon his acquainting me, 'they were all'in such close company that the crews of
any disabled vessels would surely escape to the others, 1 did not deem it neces-
sary to delay my return to England by going over to the tishing ground.

Since rounding’ Cape Farewell, a succession of strong northerly and westerly
winds have favoured our return, and we sighted land on the 3rd instant.

38. And now, Sir, 1 beg to narrate in a summary manner the intelligence
leuned from the searching squadrons ; and, first with reference to Sir Edward -
cleher. 1 have little else to say but that he wintered in a spot he had named

Northumberland Sound in latitude 76" 52 N., and longitude 97° W., near the
position'now marked in the charts of the Queen’s Channel as Cape Sir John
Iranklin,.  Irom Captain Pullen I learnt that not the slightest traces of the
missing expedition had been met with, either by this or the western branch of
the searching squadron, and that it was evidently the intention of Sir Edward
Belcher to return to Beechey Island as soon as possible. Tor the rest, Sir
Edward's despatch will convey all further details.

39. Captain Kellett wintered at Dealy Island, Melville Island; he had a
nartow cscape of losing his ship on the night of his depurture from Beechey
Island : she grounded off Cape Colbourn, and was only got off after the ice had
set down, upon her casting her over on her broadside, and with the loss of sixty
feet of her false keel.

It was a party from his vessel that discovered the despatch of Captain
M:Clure at V{;inter Harbour, and was thus led to the  Investigator’s” position,
a brief account of the voyage and discoveries of which vessel I will now relate.

40 "Their Lordships will remember that it was on the 6th of August, 1850, that
the ¢ Investigator” was last seen running to the north-castward with studding
sails set.  They rounded Point Barrow with much difficulty.

At the River Colville, in 150° W., they were detained some days, and then
thick weather, fogs, and contrary wiads ‘set in—thie latter proving rather an
advantage, as it kept the ice open; and the necessity of working to windward
between the Polar pack and the gradually sloping shore gave them the means of
uvoiding dangers. On the 26th of August they reached the mouth of the
Mackenzie, the pack at this part being upwards of ninety miles distant. On
the 30th, they were off Cape Bathurst.
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When at Cape Parry, open water to the northward induced Captain M¢Clure
to push for Banks' Land ; and when about sixty miles from this Cape they fell
in with an unknown' coast, which was named Baring Island. Passing up a strait
between this island and a coast that was called Prince Albert Land, they reached
the latitude of 73° where ice impeded their further progress. The season
suddenly changing, the ship was beset and forced to winter in the pack: drifting
to the southward, they were ultimately frozen up in latitude 72° 40’ N., longi-
tude 117° 30’ W. ‘ ,

The travelling parties in the spring found no traces of the missing expedition,
but discovered ang laid down much of the adjacent coasts.

On the 14th July 1851, the ice broke up, and freeing the ship, an endeavour
was made to push to the northward towards Melville Island, but an impenetrable
pack in latitude 73° 35" N., longitude 115° W. precluded their completing what
their autumn travelling parties had proved to be the North West Passage. An
attempt was now made to round the southern shore of Baring Island and
proceed up the west side ; and with great peril to the vessel they succeeded in
reaching as far as latitude 74° 6/, and longitude 117° 12/, where they were frozen
in on the 24th September 1851, and have neversince been able to move the ship. |
Their record was deposited at Winter Harbour the year following Commander
M:Clintock’s visit, whilst employed on Captain Austin's expedition.

41. There are two remarkable discoveries mentioned in Captain M¢Clure’s
journal, viz., some smoking hillocks and a petrified forest. He also states
that during his intercourse with the natives he only once met with any
hostile demonstrations. This occurred at Point Warren, near the Mac-
kenzie, where, on attempting to land, two natives with threatening gestures
waved them off) it was not without much difficulty that they were pacified, and
then they related that all their tribe, but the chiel and his sick son, had fled
on seeing the ship, alleging as a rcason, that they feared they ship had come to
revenge the deathi of a white man they had murdered some time ago. They
(through the interpreter) related that some white men had come there in a boat,
and that they built themselves o house and lived there: at last the natives
murdered one, and the others escaped they know not where, but the murdered
man was buried in a spot they pointed out. A thick fog coming on prevented
Captain M¢Clure from examining this locality, which is much to be regretted,
as herc is the probable position, a boat party cndeavouring to return by the
Mackenzic would have encamped.

42. I have now only to state further for their Lordships, information on this
head, that Commander M‘Clure had made arrangements for deserting the ship,
to have been carried out a few days later than the opportune wrrival of the
officer from the “ Resolute,” and that Captain Kellett sent his surgzon to report
upon the health of the crew. IHe also desired that should there not be amongst
them twenty men who would volunteer to remain another winter, Captain
M‘Clure was to desert his vessel. The “ Increpid” was expected at Beechey
Island with the crew; and Sir Edward Belcher had ordered the * North Star”
to be prepared on her arrival to proceed to ilngland, sailing on the 1st of Sep-
tember, and to leave the ¢ Intrepid ” at Beechey Island in her stead.

43. I have now, in concluding the intelligenee gained concerning the Arctic
searching squadrons, to acquaint their Lordships of the dangerous position in
which the “ North Star” passed the winter,  Shortly after t left Beechey Island
last year in my yacht the * Isabel,” a violent gale which I encountered in the
Straits, drove the ¢ North Star” on shore, where she remained during the whole
winter, and was only got off' this spring with much difficulty.

44, Herewith I enclosc a chart showing the tracks of the vessels of my
squadron on their outward voyage, and this vessel homeward also, the several
alterations and additions made in the const line of Greenland. This is marked
C 5, also a chart on Mercator’s plan marked C 6, showing the North West
Passage, with all the latest discoverics, and the coasts explored by cach expe-
dition up to this date, in search for the missing squadron.

From C I to C 6 are the surveys and plans made during the voyage, and
alluded to in this dispatch, I'rom L. 1 to L 7 arc the copies of letters therein
spoken of, and enclosures M 3 to M 10 arc copies of the memorandums and
orders issucd by me as senior officer at Beechey Island.

The drawings and sketches from D 1 to D 24 are made cxhibiting several
positions of the ships during the voyage, and headlands, coastline, and views

C
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taken at, different:times;.also a drawing of the * Investigator” wintering in‘the
pack, made from a,sketch, and the description by Lieutenant Cresswell.”

; Innatural history, we.are .ablé to add a.large collection of minerals to our
museums, nearly 1,000.specimens of ores and, earthy substances have been
obtained.at different parts of the coasts of ,Greenland. Specimens also of the
flower, leaf, and root plants of all.the kinds we have met with, are .carefully
Preserved ; .and such crustaceous and other creatures from the animal kingdom
as our limited means have allowed us to collect are prepared for the naturalists.

A-coreful meteorological, journal has.been kept, a.tide register at Holstein-
borg, and a great many observations made on the, direction, dip, and force of the’
magnet,.. These have been carried on by Mr. Stanton and the late lamented M.
Bellot, whoge industry in this branch iof science.is well proved by the mass of
valuable matter he hasleft behind. : ;. | . . N L e

. L have only now: to, beg their Lordships will accept my assurance.of"the
perfect satisfaction I have received in, the conduct of every officer and man in
the expedition during a period of incessant labour, continual hardsh’p, and
frequently imminent peril ;, each has done his duty-with:a zeal and alacrity that
I find it hard to individualize. cE . ‘

On all occasions I have received the most prompt co-operation from my first
lieutenant Mr. Elliott, who, as an old officer, I would beg to recommend to
their Lordships’ notice. , .

Amongst our numbers six only of the officers and men had been amongst the
ice before, yet I invariably found them .as active in their employment whilst
cengaged with that treacherous element, as the most cxperienced whalers, and
whatever the service, the danger, or the emergency, I had only to order, and it
was promptly executed; without such hearty co-operation on the part of
both officers and men, I must say I could scarcely have completed all that has
been done ; and I have only further to state for their' Lordships’ information,
that to the officers, this expedition has been a very serious expense. Obliged
to equip themselves and store their mess for an Arctic winter, they have returned
to England after an absence of little more than four months from the time they
sailed from Cork, and thus their pay cannot cover the cxpenses of such a costly
outfit. It is more particularly heavy to the juniors, whose expenses were the
same, while their pay is so considerably less.

My Remark Book contains much information I have gathered during the
voirage upon many subjects, and this accompanies my charts and drawings.

beg you will assure their Lordships of my anxiety to learn of their approval
of my proceedings, more especially, as 1 found it necessary upon so many
occasions to. take upon myself a responsibility which nothing but the circum-
stances in which I was placed could otherwise have justified ; I especially refer
to the dispatch of the “ Diligence” to England, and the delicate task of dis-
regarding the orders of my senior officer. :

I omitted to mention that on our rcturn south through Baffin Bay, we tried
for soundings at a spot marked in the track chart with 2,870 fathoms, without
getting bottom. The line was upwards of three hours and a half in running
out, and the lead employed more than nalf a hundredweight.

I have also to state, in conclusion, that I ordered Mr. M‘Cormick to join my
ship for a passage to England. Learning that he had finished the work he was
appointed to the ¢ North Star” to perform, and his desiring to leave the ship
I also ordered, as per memorandums 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, and 10, certain exchanges
amongst officers and men belonging to this ship and the * North Star.”

The Pay Books of this ship -ave made up, and are enclosed with the

despatches. I have, &e.,
x E. A. IncLerreLpd, Commander.
No. 2.
To Captain INGLEFIELD.
Sir, . Erebus and Terror Bay, 23d August 1853.

IN compliance with your request I beg to state that, in consequence of the
immense quantity of ice now in Barrow Straits, I deem it prudent not to prolong
our stuy, as by so doing we incur great risk in being caught for the winter;
for should the wind veer to the east or up Barrow Strait, the latter would be
g0 blocked up as to prevent a passage. I am, &c.,

' DonaLp Manson, Ice Master,
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. d PRAIEY -

_-DreMing it necessary for, the .perfect completion of the: service on,which this
expedition is.employed, that aboat.should, progeed up. Wellington: Channel, to
-endeavour to-communicate with.Captain Pullen, and obtain .the despatches,of Sir
‘Edward Belcher; I have determined; uponiproceeding myself.. I.intend leaving
this ship on the 10th instant, and have now to,direct, that. should, casualty, or
any unforeseen circumstance prevent my,returning, to Beechey Islind. before the
end of the present month, that you;. proceed -yith, the. Tronsport to Lievely;
and from thence, having supplied Her Majesty’s Steam Vessel with the coal, on
‘board that vessel, you lose no time in proceeding to England in the full execution
of the orders under which I am acting. . o AP SN

I have so constantly imparted to . you, my, views. and intentions, as to our
general proceedings, that I deem it needless to.enter into the minor details, in
which you will at once,_perceive it will become your duty to act, should I not
return within a reasonable time to Beechey Island, and though I consider it most
improbable this should occur, I am desirous that I should rather be Jeft behind,
than that the full spirit of the instructions;of my Lords Commissioners should
not be fully and.certainly complied with.

A duplicate copy of these and other orders I enclose for your general
guidance, and I have only to add my belief that you will use a proper discrimi-
nation between leaving me unnecessarily behind, or lingering dangerously long
in these treacherous climes. R S P I

Accompanying - these you will receive the orders I have drawn up. for the
guidance of Commander .Francis M‘Clintock on his arrival. .

Given under my hand, &c., off Cape Riley, .
the 9th day of August, 1853.
' " E. A, INGLEFIELD.

>

No. &' '
Commander Purien to Captain INGLEFIELD, . . .. .-
i , , , - H.M.S. “North Star,” .
Sir, .. Beechey Island, 20th August 1853.
. Ir is my melancholy duty to.inform you that, two of my men who.left this
ship with Lieutenant Bellot, have, just returned with.the sad intelligence .of, [
fear, his being drowned. The particulars of an examination of the two men,I
have entrusted to Lieutenant Cresswell, who was present at the time;, it is in a
rough shape, but being anxious that you should be made acquainted with the
sad event, I deemed it nccessary to despatch him immediately.

The despatches arc safe, the men having brought them back. I have there-
fore to request your opinion-as-to whether, from- the state of the ice in the
channel which Lieutenant Cresswell will inform you of, it is advisable io des-

atch another party or not immediately, to endeavour to communicate with
gir Edward Belcher. * s e T e

T Co I have, &c., 5

W-. J. S. Pureen, Commander.*

' K

No. 5.
'Commander INGLEFIELD to the ‘SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, ‘
Reporting the death of Lieutenant Bellot, of the French Imperial Navy.
Sir, Her Majesty’s Steam Sloop ¢ Pheenix.”
Ir is my very paintul duty to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, of the death of M. Bellot, Licutenant of the
French Marine, who was appointed to this ship on the 15th April last, by their
Lordships, as supernumerary.

This gallant officer met with his death by drowning, whilst away on a
travelling party up Wellington Chanel, whither he had volunteered to go to seek
for me. Captain Pullen had, however, availed himself of his experience in
Arctic travelling to send forward their Lordships’ despatches to Sir Edward
Belcher. ' co
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The men who accompanied M. Bellot returned eight days after their departure,
stating that on the evening of Wednesday, the 17th August, the party were
landing from the floe by means of the india-rubber boat, when the ice suddenly
broke up, leaving M. Bellot and two men still afloat. The former, after making
arrangements (by building a barricade with snow) to protect the men from the
fale, which had set it, went to the top of a hummock, close to a crack five
athoms wide, and not returning shortly to the shelter, the men went out to seek
for him, and could find nothing but the short stick he carried in his hand
floating on the water; they have no doubt he was drowned as they remained on
the floc thirty hours after, and never saw a trace of him.

By a miracle they succeeded in landing after this period at a spot a short
distance from where the two other men had got on vhore.

The independent evidence of the four men plainly proves the correctness of
their statement, and there cannot be a doubt that poor M. Bellot was blown
off the hummock into the crack by a violent gust of wind, when he indubit-
ably perished by drowning, as unable to swim, he was much hampered with
stiff wet clothes, and a southwester tied under his chin.

The loss of this gallant officer has been deeply felt by all on board, for his
amiable qualities, and hold adventurous disposition had rendered him beloved
by all who knew him. ‘

Iam, &e.,
E. A, Increrierp, Commander.

No. 6.
SECRETARY or TE ApmiraLty to H. U. Appingron, Esq.
Sir, Admiralty, 7th October 1853.

I sM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you
herewith for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, a copy of a letter ffom
Commander Pullen, of Her Majesty’s ship “ North Star,” dated Beechey Island,
20th August, 1853, and an extract of a letter from Commander Inglefield, of
Her Majesty's steam vessel * Pheenix,” dated 4th instant ; and my Lords cannot
sufficiently express the regret which they have to convey the intelligence of the
melancholy death of Lieutenant Bellot of the French navy to Lord Clarendon.

The generous devotedness of Lieutenant Bellot to the humane and honourable
cause in which he was engaged, his high talents, the many admirable qualifi-
cations possessed by him for so arduous a service, and his engaging character
and mwanners, added to his manly courage and cnergy in carrying through
whatever enterprise he was engaged in, had already sccured to him the admi-
ration of their Lordships, and the affcctionate esteem of his comrades and all
with whom hc was embarked.

1 have, &c.,
W. A. B. HamiLron.

No. 7.
SEcrETARY oF THE ADMIRALTY to Commander INGLEFIELD.
Sir, Admiralty, 7th October 1853,

Havixe laid beforc my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of
the 4th inst., received this day, I am commanded to convey ‘o you the expres-
sion of their Lordships’ great satisfaction at your proceedings.

My Lords highly approve of the firmness, energy, and great good judgment
with which you have carried out their instructions, and of all the steps you have
taken in the execution of their orders; and their Lordships desire that you will
convey to the officers, scamen, and marines employed under your command,
including the master, second master, and crew of the “ Breadalbane,” the like
expression of their Lordships® high approval of the manner in which you speak
of their having donc their duty.

I am further commanded not_to conclude this despatch without signifying
the deep regret with which my Lords have heard of the untimely death of an
officer’so much estecmed by them as Licutenant Bellot of the French navy.

I am, &,
W. AL B Hasminros.
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A No. 8.
SECRETARY OF THE ApMIRALTY t0 Commander INGLEFIELD.

Sir, ‘ Admiralty, 7th October 1853

My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having been pleased to sign a
commission promoting you to the rank of Captain in Her Majesty’s Navy; I
have their Lordships commands to acquaint you therewith, and that your
commission is with the Chief Clerk of this Office.

. I am, &ec.,
R. OsBornE.

Captain INGLEFIELD to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, London,

Sir, Admiralty in Waiting, 8th October 1853,

I mave the honour to acknowledge the very handsome letter their Lordships
have been pleased to forward to me, in reply to my statements of the proceed-
ings of the expedition with which I was entrusted, and in doing so, I feel that it
is as much my duty as my pleasure to be able to convey to their Lordships my
testimony as to the ample and very efficient assistance I have at all times
received from my second in command, Lieutenant W. Elliott, whose services
upon Captain Austin’s expedition are too well known to require comment from
me. To the qualities of an able officer he has exhibited those of an experienced
seaman, most especially during the time of his being in command of the * Dili-
gence” tender, and during the period when my necessary absence from the ship,
on the journcy up Wellington Channel, left him in a responsible situation,

I cannot close this letter, in which I beg especially to call Lieutenant Elliott’s
claims before their Lordships’ notice, without bearing my unqualified testimony
to the zeal and ability displayed by every officer in the expedition; and in doing
so, I must individushise the master, Mr. Stanton, whose surveys, observations,
and angle-books bear the fullest testimony not only to his abilities as a master,
but his” qualities as a surveyor. He, moreover, has shown that continued exer-
tion in the prosecution of the services on which we were employed, which has
(in the absence of a second lieutenant in this expedition) fallen especially heavy
on him, and merits my pertect approbation.

I am, &c.
E. A. INcLEFIELD.

IV.

Lieutenant Cresswell’s Letter, Tth October 1853, announcing his
Arrival with Despatches from Captain M¢Clure, communicating
the Proceedings of Her Majesty’s Ship * Investigator,” and
Discovery of the North-West Passage.

No. 1.

S Lieutenant CressweLL to the SEcrETARY oF THE ADMIRALTY.
OIr,

[ nave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, of my arrival in London this morning with Captain
Inglefield of Her Majesty’s ship * Phwnix,” having been charged with Com-
mander M‘Clure’s despatches, by Captain Kellett of Her Majesty’s ship
“ Resolute,” which are herewith transmitted, together with a copy of the orders
I received from Conunander M¢Clure and Captain Kellett.

I have the greatest satistaction in reporting, that during the prolonged service
on which we werc employed in scarch of the crews of the missing ships, we have
only lost three men in the spring of the present year.

1 left the “ Investigator” on the 15th of April last, in the Harbour of Mercy,
latitude 74° 6 North, longitude 117° 45 West, and crossing the ice with
sledges, reached the “ Resolute ” at Melville Island, on the 2d of May.

C3
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Assisted by a party from the ‘“Resolute,” I reached the “North Star,”
Beechy Islandy on-the,22d. June, with.Ligutenant. Wynniatt,, whom it gives
me great pleasure to speak of in the highest terms.

L TR £ AT

I have, &c., A
N * - S..G. OressweLr, .. '
s 3. . o o400t Lieutenant.of Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Investigator.”
T . Lo .S S ! ' 4 . ) . L.
O Tat e NO. 2.

Commander M‘Crure to Lieutenant CRESSWELL.

By Robert' M¢Clure, Esq.; Commander of Her:Majesty’s Discovery

. v .. Ship ¢ Investigator,” and.Senior Officer present. L
.- CoNsIDERING -it of the utmost importance that. the crew should be divided, as
-the‘only means of carrying the views which I entertain into effect, viz., the pro-
.bability of being thereby ‘able to extricate and carry home the ship, or, failing
inthe accomplishment of such design, to be enabled to meet the contingency of
another winter in any part of these seas, without. the risk: of suffering from
starvation, which must inevitably follow with the whole complement on board,
;I .therefore deem .no- further preamble requisite, but direct your attention to

.the following:— \ , S e . oo

Having most opportunely received intelligence conveyed under very severe
.and trying circumstances by Lieutenant Pim, from Captain Kellett, C.B.; of
Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship ‘ Resolute,” now most providentially wintering
-at Dealy. Island, that«has"a?layed thé great apprehension which I otherwise
could not have divested myself of feeling for the safety of those engaged in the
-execution of a-service so hazardous. You will, consequently, upon the 15th of
the present month, or as soon after as the weather will admit, proceed to the
:Island mentioned in the preceding paragraph, taking under your command such
-officers and men as are selected for detachment. | ‘

Several will require great care and attention from the debilityoccasioned by
the epidemic that has, throughout the latc very severe-winter, afflicted them;
consequently you will not allow the laudable anxiety which might urge you to
accomplish the journcy by undue exertion, to overcome a proper consideration
for their enféebled state, so as to tax their strength too severely.

You will be provisioned for twenty-four days, which will admit ot your taking
‘easy stages for Cape Providencé and Point Heéafiie, where you can complete
your resources if necessary, and also remain to refresh your crew, from thence
to the ¢ Resolute” is only thirty miles.

On arriving at Dealy Island and reporting yourself to Captain Kellett, C.B,,
.you will then; of. course:be under his orders which you will follow for, your
future guidance. oo ‘ S
7" 7' Given under my hand, ‘on board Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship

» ¢« Investigator,” Bay of Mercy, Baring's Island, 7th Jday of
April 1853. ‘ : o
Roserr M*‘Crure, Commander,

. Captain Hevey Kerrerr, C.B., to Lieutenant CressweLw,

It being of importance that an officer of Her Majesty’s ship  Investigator,”
should reach England by the carliest opportunity, and’ it being possible that
these ships may not break out this season,

You will take charge of Commander M‘Clure’s despatches, delivering them
to the commanding officer of the *North Star,” who will cause copies to be
made of them for Sir Edward Belcher's information, and retwrn you the
original, sealed, for conveyance to England. ‘

ou will accompany Mr. Roche, mate, who has charge of the party, with
instructions to victual you and Mr. Wynniatt, whose health is such as to require
an immediate return to England.
Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty’s ship * Resolute,” at
Dealy Island, 7th May, 1853.
' Heney Kevrerr, Captain.
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Commander Roperr M‘CLURE to the SECRETARY oF THE ApMIRALTY, London.

H.M.D.S. ¢ Investigator,” Bay of Mercy, Baring’s Island,
Sir, © -7 10th Apfil 1853,

I HavE the honour to forward to ,you -for the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty thé ‘narrative of the proceedings of Her
Majesty’s Ship under my command from the period of parting. company with
Captain Kellett, of the © Herald,” off Cape Lisbiune, in August 1850 to the
présent date, and trust-that the course which I have adopted in endeavouring to
carry oul my dnstructions as regards the search of the Expedition under Sir
John. Franklin into effect, will meet with the approval of their Lordships ; like-
wise, that the division .of ‘my crew, in the hopes of being able to save the ship,
and failing that, to mect the contingency of another winter, which, by any
other means would have been impossible, as, should we not get as far as-Port
Leopold this senson, next April we must of necessity quit the ship, taking away
the last ounce of provisions, from which their Lordships may observe that
perseverance will'have been carried to the utmost cxtent, famine alone causing
our desertion of the vessel. . : S : '

: R I have, &c., ' :

Rosrrr M‘Crurg, Commander.

NO.’2.

To the Crer Traber of the Hupson's -Bay Comeany at Fort Good Hope,
North America, (or any of the Company’s Officers).

Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Investigator,”
Sir, 24th August 1850,

T wavE to request that you will canse the accompanyving despatch for the
Lords Commissioners of thc Admiralty to be forwarded with the least possible
delay, so that if it is practicable, it may arrive this year; you are aware of the
great interest that is attached to this cxpedition, and consequently all informa
tion regarding its progress will be considered of the utmost importance.

I feel convinced it is unnecessary to urge you to exertion in the performance
of this duty; the Honourable Company with which you are connected having
with great liberality, zcal, and beneficence, expressed their desire to render
cvery assistance in forwarding the views not only of Her Majesty’s Government,
but that of the nation at large, in facilitating the search for the missing expedi-
tion under Sir John Franklin. It is impossible for me to suggest any method
by which this despatch may be carried, whether by Indians specially engaged
for the purpose, or through your usual communication, only permit me to beg
that the most expeditious method may be pursued, and let the expenses attend-
ing its transmission be placed to the account of the * Arctic Searching
Expedition.” :

I have, &c.,
Roperr M‘Crure, Commander.

13

No. 3.

T'o the Cuer Traper of the Russian Fur Comrany, North Ainerica.
‘ Her Britannic Majesty’s Discovery Ship “ Investigator,”
S 11th August 1850, off Jones’ Island.
OIT, : :
Tug discovery ships under- Sir.John Iranklin sailed from .England in 1845,
and were last seen in Baffin’s Bay in July in that year, steering for Lancaster
Sound.
C4
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"The aid of the officers of the Russian Fur Company is earnestly solicited in
the humane endeavour to rescue such of the missing crews as may succeed in
reaching the shore of this Continent.

And it is conceived that this may be effectually rendered by offering to the
Esquimaux and Tchutski the promise of a liberal rewnrd of kettles, saws,
knives, beads, and such other articles of commerce as they covet, for any
effectual relief afforded to any white men that may be cast on their cousts, and
for conducting them in safety to a neighbouring fur post. The English
Admiralty will defray the expense of such rewards, on ap})licution.

am, &c.,
Rorr. M‘Crurg, Commander.

No. 4.

Commander M‘Crune to the Secrerary or T Anmiravty, London.

Her Britannic Majesty's Discovery Ship * Investigator,” off Jones Island, to the
Eastward of Beren’s Point, Lat. 70° 33’ N., Long. 150° 16’ W,
Sir, 11th August 1850.

I senp this by an Esquimaux boat, with the hope of its conveying the intelli-
gence of our progress to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty through the
Russian Fur Company.

We parted company with the ¢ Herald,” off Cape Lisburne, upon the 3lst
ultifio ; made the ice in latitude 72° 1’ N., longitude 166° 12’ W., found the
pack exceedingly close and heavy extending E.N.E, to W.N.W., worked along
its margin until the 5th instant, and then shaped a course for Wainright’s Inlet ;
in running, exchanged numbers with the ¢ Plover;” at 11.30 a.r. made a low
beach, distant about two miles; weather very thick running entirely by the lead
from 14 to 73 fathoms, in which latter water, rounded Point Barrow at about
11.30 r.m, without, however, sceing it.

Shaped a course for Bankes’s Land through loose sailing ice; next morning,
August 6th, the weather cleared, found that we had been running towards the
ERCR which was impenetrable, ¢xtending from S.E. to S.W., (by the north) ;

auled to the wind and commenced working to the southward; upon the after-
noon of the 7th, got clear of the ice into Smith's Bay. At 2 a.m, of the 8th,
erected a cairn, and left a notice of our passing upon Point Drew; several
natives came on board, who had aurrived but three days previous, had scen no
other vessel ; stated the water would be open along the shore during the sum-
mer, from about three to five miles in width. In running along the coast to the
castward, several Baidars came off, said they had not seen any white men, except
some in boats last summer going cast, (which I suppose tobe Licutenant Pullen);
sent & letter by them containing information for their Lordships.

Landed a notice upon Point Pitt, oft’ which the ship grounded in stays, but
was shortly hove afloat without any damage. Ixperienced much difficulty in
rounding Cape Halket from ice being set close to shore, allowing only the space
of from 3} to 4} fathoms to work through. August 11th, wmade Jones’s Island
eastward of Hurrison’s Bay ; erected a cairn, and Ieft a notice; several natives
came off'; no intelligence of any description.

I am, Sir, &c.,
Roserr M‘Crukt, Commander.,

No. 5.

Commander M‘Crurk to the Stcrrrary or Tur Apmmarry, London,

Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Investigator,” off
Point. Warren, Polar Sea,
Latitude 69° 43’ North, Longitude 131° 57’ West.
Sir, 24th August 1850,
I save the honour to report to you, for the information of the Lords Com-
missionérs of ‘the Admiralty, that we arrived off the Mackenzie upon the 21st
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instant, the letters that I forwarded by Her Majesty’s ship-  Herald,” from
whom I parted company upon the 30th ultimo off Cape Lisburne, -will have
put you in possession.of my Hproceedings up to that date. | 1 :

After parting with the ¢ Herald,” I stood to the N.N.W., with a fresh breeze
from the N.E., with the intention of making the ice, which was accomplished"
upon the morning of the 2d August, in latitude 72° 1’ North, longitude 166° 12"

est, and at 11 Am. stood into the loose ice for the purpose of examining
the pack, the wind, however, failing before'we got far in, I was induced to run
out to avoid being beset, having ascertained that the pack was very close and
heavy extending from E.N.E. to W.N.W,, and seeing no hope of getting
through, worked along its edge, in soundings from 24 to 26 fathoms (mud), the
hundreds of walruses that were lying upon the ice, thickly huddled together
like sheep in a fold, was most astonishing, we continued working along the ice,
occasionally getting drifted in until the 5th, when the weather, which had been
previously thick and misty cleared a little, and no ice being in sight, I shaped a
course for Wainwright’s Inlet, with the intention of getting between the pack
and shore ; in running, exchanged numbers with Her Majesty’s ship « Plover,”
and at 11.30 a.m. observed a low beach, apparently shingle, distant about two
miles, the weather again’ having become thick, we went entirely by our
soundings, which varied from 14 to 73 fathoms, in which latter we rounded
Point Barrow at 11.30 p.v., without, however, observing the-land, and steered
to the eastward direct for Banks's Land, finding that the ice was sufficiently
loose and practicable for sailing through; these hopes were soon, however,
dissipated, for upon. the forenoon of the 6th it was suddenly cleared, when I
found that we had been running directly into the pack, which was very heavy
and impenetrable, extending from S.E. to S.W. (by the North), in latitude
71° 35" North, and longitude 155° 12’ West, and the sea through which we had-
come looking nearly as white as the ice ahead. except that lanes of water were
observable, we instantly hauled to the wind, snd commenced working out;
during the night the breeze {reshencd considerably, bringing showers of rain
with thick weather, while being compelled to carry a press of canvas through
very heavy and closc sailing ice rendered the nmavigation extremely critical, the
vesscl occasionally struck with some violence, this continued until the afternoon
of the 7th, when clear water was reported from the crow’s nest; the wind
almost immediately failing, the boats were all manned and towing commenced
amidst songs and cheers, which continued with unabated good humour for six
hours, when their laborious work was brought 1o a successful termination;
being in perfectly clear water in Smith’s Bay, a light air springing up, we
worked to the castward, at 2 A.n of the 8th, being off Point Drew, sent
Mr. Court (second master) on shore to erect 2 cairn and bury a notice of our
having passed; upon landing they were met by three natives, who at first were
very timid, but upon cxchanging signs of friendship, which consisted of raising
the arms three times over the head, they approached the boat, and after the
pleasant salutation of rubbing noses, became very communicative, when, by the
agsistance of our invaluable interpreter Mr. Miertsching, (the selection of this
gentleman for this important officc does infinite credit to the discernment of
thosc who sent him,) we found the tribe consisted of ten tents (this being the
only approach to their numbers he could obtain), had arrived only three days
previous, and that thcy hold communication with a party inland, who trade
with the Russian Fur Company : the cvening before, they had observed us, but
could not imagine what large trees they were, moving about (our masts),
and that all the tribc had asscmbled on the beach to look at them, when they
agreed it was something very extraordinary, and left the three men who met the
boat to watch; they also gave the pleasing intelligence that we should find open
water along the coast, from about three to five miles distance during the summer ;
that the heavy ice very seldom came in, or never left the land further than at
present 5 that they did not know if there were any islands further north, as they
found it impossible to go in their kyacks, when in pursuit of seals, further than
one day’s journey to the main ice; and then the lanes of water allowed of their
proceeding three quarters of a day further, which brought them to very large
and high Ice, with not space enough in any part of it to allow their kyacks to
enter: the probable distance Mr. Miecrtching therefore estimates from his
knowledge of the Esquimaux’ habits to be about forty miles off shore, and from
what I have seen of the pack, am inclined to think this is perfectly correct, for a
more unbroken mass I never witnessed.D They also mentioned seeing the boats



© withy white,amen: goingeastmard last yean(whiecky Iy supposecvas Jileutenant
“ Rﬁs:;?vbﬁ? had x,.*%;" Sgen, any;; ather; white: nessmss:'n%s@ny,thini‘zmlﬂtez».tbis ‘
vessel before; they. had;.therefore i no.name, of. sufficient grandeur; to:give:
the. great, 5 Omiac,” ‘g0 they .called rhes:the: f Fagt moying iIsland;”. ., Seyeral
of:them,came ,off. toythe vessely buf.had 'litfle;to, barter, as:allitheir;hunters.
were;aayy;, but: dmmediately e (had .been,.observed: they:were. sent for,.and
would,sopn arive,;-then said:they,: you. willibe- gone,and how disappointed they
vl be. 1+ They appear s ,gimple, ;kind.-people.;: very.poor,; very. filthy,: and-to,
uy;Jooked exceedingly, wretched; 1. The,titge,of ;our return.:was repeatedly.
enquired ;:.for,by; then they,would have;a quantity;of skins; they :were,anxious;
for us o, wait a.little;; that they,might. send . off, a supply.of reindeer.; butthe
boat; returning and the wind.fair, ] made them a few presents, and gave;them a
letter,to beforwarded to,the:Russian: Fur, Company, and :made sail to the:easts;
ward; the wind. being; light, sas, ye. run: close;along shore, in._from, four, to_six.
fathoms: ¢ We had. s great.many visitors, many of them; had -been-;their, whole,
liyes ; between, the . Coppermine, . and .Paint Barrow s these could: give no infor-,
matjon: of -the;missifig expedition,: , I.am certain, that had any of them reached’
these shores:we must have beard of it.. .The coast is inhabited throughout, and;
the natives are, to all appearance, a’Kind and-merry race;-and; when we gave:
the presents, through the,medjum of the, interpreter, we;told them. that we were:
lgoking; for our:lost brothers, and if ‘they. saw any. white;men in distress they:
were to be. very, kind, to which. they,assented by :saying they . would,.and. give
them ..plenty. of . deers flesh,;; While running along.the-iland which is
exceedingly,low, observed.upon Point. Pitt two conical mounds. Thinking they-
* might have,some communicationsburied. beneath, ran in to examire them., While
insstays;the vessel took;the ground, but 'was hove off almost immediately. with-
out :any damage,.the bottom heing soft ;clay. ;The, boat sent to. examine.the
mounds reported them old; Esquimaux cAchées, where they deposit their venison ;.
they,, left .2 . bottle containing, & notice of our passing.,;:Upon rounding, Cape
Halkett upon the morning of;the 9th, found the ice was set close to the shore,.
which, rendered. it.a\ pagsage, of much  anxiety,. great labour, and imminent
risk, :a8:the wind. was strong from E.S.E.. Wit%,:,:tlﬁqk - fog, and , the ice
closing. . around. us; fast,; se..that; we, had  barely ,spacesto work,.in, tacking
frequently in.five,’and.never beyond ten minutes, standing upon -one tack into.
34 fathoms,, and .upon,,the .other to 4%,.and 6 fathoms. This operation was
continued the greater part of the middle-and all the morning watch. . ‘At 9 ‘A
the. weather..cleared , a, little,-and .open water: was observed. In. Smith’s Bay
our soundings, gradually, increased,  the..reachcs: became :longer as we rounded
the;- Cape,.and;,all :appréhension; of:; being. forced; on. .-shore was- over—
August.10th-  In crossing. Harrison’s-Bay, found, the influence of. the. Colville
to.extend- 12 or; 14, miles, the surface of the water being.of a dirty.mud colour.
and. scarcely salt: the weather thick and foggy prevented any land being seen,
the; soundings were :very regular-on one tack, the.ice allowed of our standing off;
to $ fathoms, and pn the other the-land o 3} fathoms black mud.—Aungust 11th.
In;the morning.the,weather cleared a little and discovered to,us Jones’ Island ;
an erect piece of wood. on the shore attracted ‘the attention of ' the officer, of the
watch. ;. .A. boat was)sent to examine it, when it appeared to;be a piece of drift-
wood which. -had "been. squeezed up by the ice: the shore was strewed with it,
and.one spar; was as.large as.our mainmast. and 45 feet in length. ,We erected
a cairn and left: @ notice. ;+In the forenoon aboyt thirty natives came off in two
baidars, from, which we obtained some fish .and ducks, in exchange for a little;
tobacco.. . They had been gbout -two months on the coast and trade with the
Russian Fur Company. .. Their surprise, of course, was very great, particularly
at thg size:of ;our .handkerchiefs.(the-sails) ; the whale boats. attracted their
attention, and, they:asked. if trees grew in.our country sufficiently large to. make
them, .The:headman, possessed a gun with ¢ Barnet 1840” upon the lock;
this he obtained. from ,the Russians. As a-fair specimen. of the observation of
these people and. their aptitude for trade, the following may be taken. Seeing
that we cut. the tobacco, into pieces to give in exchange for their fish (salmon
trout), they began to do:the same, with the fish; this, however, we would not
admit, so they; were obliged to,come o ourterms., During the afternoon, whilc
sta,nding,'alonf 2 ilow flat,.jsland, observed a {lag (u pair.of seal'skin inexpressi-,
bles), upon a lofty pole:and &, quantity of natives around it; we stood for them,,
but;when the boatswere, pulling .in-they appeared to.regret their temerity, for.
dewmi Qm%mg}g%@l,@kjm .gndf.away they. ran.;. Shortly. daining : courage; they
) f
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retumned, ang zes<g&&p%¥9§gh£§%-.gqugs@»;ﬁhsglhfg}ﬁs;ﬁggm. apon the, beach
and: commented, extepdingy thelr-arms ahove the-head (typicals.of.friends] g 3
which being, answered £ le
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which Bemg  answered from: the bodts, petfectly assured them; of; our.amica
inténtions, . Upon landing they‘ewnced a'most manly, confidence, rubbing;noses;
and emibracing.most vigorously. ..:These *,V.,ﬁze}zesxf.s.%gltyggef,that&h%om%%‘%
" was niot 80 unpleasdnt as it othetwise might:have been.:” Lroughithe;interpreter,
e Miertsching, we learned that these people had.neyer beforeiseen.a European,.
o had they the smallest prticle; (gi European, manufacture -aboutsthem,. (Licus
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tenant, Pullen’s boats they observed:;last year,-but. theyiweressome distance, offy
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and ' consequentlyr ;had no, communication). ¢ ;They, live; during. the sumnmer,
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nonths upon these desolate, slands;,and’ in, the.winter', refire (o :shott, distance
on ;the mainland to: theit -warmer. residences., ‘Their; ypomen;and: tents, were:
upon,another island’; .,%hka were afine active’set. of young:men;.average, height
about 5ft. Gin.;, thess barter their.skins,. &c... With .a. trihe further. west, :Who in
thei $urndo the sime wikh, otbers, Ut they, reach the; Russian postiupon the
' Colville. ; To  them,\I :‘énxrpéﬁq&,%udeéagtgh for. ‘their; Lordships, ,which they.
promised ,most faithfilly should: be forwarded, to the Colyille, :{ made; them
a, few; presents, also a.boats’ ensign,'in commemoration ;of; the first.man of yar
whose flag has ever floated in:these sterile :regions,. The. magnificence >0
the ;gift they :could not for yome time'comprehend, and’were,Joth to. touch
it, but ‘at length, the interpreter. made them understand it .wasisent. them by
a great chief,. and in return they :were to, be;very, kind to:all white men. they:
met,. and; show. it ;to, them, 1Al this they promised; the.chief then scized

it .in_ his aims. and ran, across ‘the dsland ,to his:.cance, followed . by;;the

rrrrrr

remuinder . of his_ tribe, and no doubt. hurried, ‘with .the joyful tidingsto the

.

woen,;. We find a westerly set, which.prevents our making, but slight-progress,

the wind'hanging so much to the.eastward. = , 1w v s € o 0

.On_the ‘morning’ of ‘the.12th -four baidars:came alongside,. containing -the
wholé encampinent of fhe tribe we-mef:last-night,:and also soue that e, had
seen’, two. days  previous, from which it appéared they .are.migratory; ;they,
brought off ‘a supply of fish' and a quantity of venison, but. the latter was in
such a high ‘state of putrefaction we could not touchit; we allowed most of
the men.to come on board, and although well aware, of their knavish;propensities.
and consequently a sharp, lookout was. kept.upon, them, they, most.: adroitly.
menaged to slip both handles of our;Winch.and 2 smali-ice archor intg their-
baidar, when the fair sex became the.recipients ; ;it wag by the greatest;accident
the theft,was discovered, by the.end, of one handlc protruding from beneath:the
ample’ proportions of the lady, who when taxed; .immediately. returned. the;
articles and informed upon. her- husband 3 for this,,immorality, the whole boat-
was exempted. from recelving any present. ~Working:to.the eustward, observed
a few deer upon one of the low islands, but.was prévented sending.any: boat,as
a.S. E. current:was setting us.in; to. shoal water very.fast,-go that all- the-boats.
were required to- tow until 8 p.m., when a light air.ran usto,the westward into
six fathoms. The loose ice was.in,rapid motion, and, the. larger. floe ;picces .as
they passed -appeared to create :a current which frequently turned the vessel
completely round against helm and sails, the power.of a.two-knot breeze beiug,
insufficient-to counteract it. ..Upon the morning,of the. 13th ywe; were ~,envelope§~
in a dense fog, amongst exceedingly heavy and,close sailing;-ice, through which
we attempted to work; but found that, endeavouring to avoid oue;piece, we ran
upon another, striking occasionally with. great force, which ' determined- me to
secure to a floe until it cleared; in this we fortunately. succeeded,. getting -one
that was grounded in seven fathoms; .it was a heavy piece, but* not so-much so,
as many that were about us. , I took'itg height aboye the water in seven places,
which ‘gave-an average of 114t. 11in,; g pack chiefly-composed of such would:
be too powerful, a foe for any ship long-to contend against. At 8.a.m. of the
14th, it having cleared a little, slipped from the floe;and commenced working to
the-eastward amongst masses of ice. :At 10.30 a.m., observed a shoal ‘just in
time to avoid it ; it,was completely hidden : from; view .off deck;.not being as
high as.the_ice, having a quantity of driftwood upon. it; which is in great
gbundance. along, the whole coast.  At-3.80 pM...our, course was impeded by
another of ‘these low islands, which had the jce resting upon its -northern
extreme, while the southern point was flanked by;a,shoal; which.‘connected it
with the island seen, in, the morning; we were, thus perfectly hemmed in, the
boats were sent.to sound: when Mr, Court, represented a passage, practicable.in
three ‘fathoms s in running, ybrqugh.yz% unfortunately it mpon:a,spat: with only
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2% fathoms, Which had escaped .observation ;, we, had consequently to. lighten'
the, véssel - considetably before, she :got off, which however was accomplished
Without any démage (the bottom being sand) by 11 p.m., having been o shore
five hours.  I'regret;to add'that eleven casks of  salt meat, which were’ placed:
in the first. whale-boat, were lost by her upsetting;. being compelled to place the
provisions in the whalers, the cutters having the bower anchors in them ; this is
a serious loss, indéed an-irreparable. calamity: As.soon as we were off, it was
my 'wish to retiirn by the way we came'in, but, found that the ice had set upon
the' shoal we had first observed, and cut off our retreat, under which circum-’
stances'I was obliged to anchor and wait a change of wind. Upon the 16th the
wind came:slightly from the wectward, which set the ice in motion, off the north
point of theislandi At 9 a.m. weighed, and towed to the edge of the ice, which
presented a barrier of about 500 yerds in width between us and-the open water
we wished to get into, we commenced warping at 2 P.m., and so heavy was the
ice that it was not until 8 p,m. that' we conld get through: it fell calm, so
made fast to the ice for the night. Next morning, the 17th, a very thick fog
with light N.E. wind; and at 4 A.m. commenced kedging to the eastward, but
at 7 AM. gave it up ; the wind freshened, and unable to see for fog; at two
P.M. it cleared, we slipped from the ice and 'plied to the N.E. amidst heavy
streams and large floe pieces, vessel striking violently but unavoidably against
them.—18th. To-day from the mast-head observed the first lane of open water
in the-pack, extending east and west several miles but very narrow ; in the
evening g fresh breeze from S.W., aud almost simultaneously a'slight pitching
motion was observed, which is considered an-infallible sywptom of open water
being near ; it was so foggy that nothing could be seen, but notwithstanding I
shaped a course N.N.W. for Banks’s Land, thinking that we had rounded the pack,
having. coasted it between 400 and 500 miles, we continued the greatest part of
the night to run without much obstruction, but upon the following morning, the
19th, our progress was checked by finding that we had run into a deep bi%ht, ,
which compelled us to work back again to the S.E.—20th. Before getting clear

of this pack into which we had penetrated a considerable distance, being decoyed
by a-few- lanes of open water, we were compelled to run seventy miles south,
which placed us in latitude 69°:50’ N. longitude 136° 50’ W. it is seldom that
observations can be obtained, this being only the sixth set since the 5th of the
month, the fog and mist being more continuous than I ever remember to have
met elsewhere.—August 21st. Have succeeded in getting agnin into clear water;
at 1 r.M. made the Pelly Islands off the mouth of the Mackenzie ; the coast
is, however, so excessively shoal that I find it impossible to reach' the mainland
which T was very. anxious to accomplish, but at the distance of 40 miles from
it was obliged 'to tack in 3% fathoms; we passed the line of its tide most
distinctly marked about ten miles further North, the water being the colour of
the Thames at Woolwich, slightly brackish, and its temperature 39°, the ses four
hours previous being 28°. From what I have observed of the pack I feel con-
+ vinced that any attempt to reach Banks's Land through it, woul(l) only terminate
in failure and the consequent loss of valuable time; but by working between its
udge and the shore have confidence in making a good advance this season, it is
therefore my intention to pursue the latter method, and in so doing deviate
from my original purpose of pushing into the ice, as mentioned in my letter
to their Lordships dated the 19th July.—August 22d. Fog during the whole
of the night very dense, but having much open water upon the eastern shore
from the Mackenzie towards Cape Bathurst, had no dificulty in working along
it, in soundings from four to eight fathoms, which latter was the extent that the
ice permitted us off shore. At noon a slight clear discovered to us a cluster of
islands, which by a very indifferent observation (latitude 69° 34’ N., longitude
135° 9' W.) point them out as those’ of Pelly.—August 23d. A fine clear day,
the temperature rising to 40° at noon, made the nouthern extreme of Richard
Island from the masthead, and by a good observation established our position,
latitude 69° 54’ N., longitude 133° 48’ W.,, the water towards the shore being
perfertly clear of ice, which agrees with the account given by Sir John Richard-
son, that the natives observe no ice for two moons, but these never quit the land
any distance, for were they to extend their excursions ten miles' further north
than our position they would find the pack solid 'and impenetrable ; this, how-
ever, gives ample space for navigation, the soundings being so exceedingly
regular that during the most foggy weather we can stond in shore with the most
perfect.confidence to 3% fathoms., A  whale was seen to'day, being only the
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‘third since rounding Point. Barrow, althotigh upon- the “diy We “wefe" off thit
gsi'nt' scven ‘were counted.— August 24th. Observed -hut and natives'off” Point
arrén; ‘I hastily close this communication’ in ‘the hopes,of its reaching their
Lordships this year, through Fort ‘Good ‘Hopé, as I'ithagine, these peoplé com-
municate with the Mackenzie. * I hayé written to the Company’s officer at the
above-mentioned post to request his exertions in sending 'it‘forward,” """ ' "
In conclusion, it gives me much pleasure’to state that thé whole of ‘the crew
are in excellent health and spirits ; the season appéard‘exceedingly favourable,
the temperature being mild and the water perfectly free from ice along the’shore
as far as we can see, Tt was my intention'to ‘have touched ‘at ‘Capé Bathiiist,
with the chance of being able to forward tHis'despatch, Which will /n6w ‘not: e
necessary, but shall make the most of the'rémainder’ of the séason by getting
to the northward in pursuance of their Lordships™ directions, '
' I have, &e. =+ .
'Rosertr M‘CLure, Commander.

© No. 6.
Commander M‘Cruze to the Secrerary or THE .Abmiravty, London. .
Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Investigator,” off
Cape. Bathurst, Polar Sea, Lat. 70° 23’ N,,
Sir, * Long. 127° 57" W., 80th August 1850,
Having closed my Despatch of the 24th with an intimation that it would be’
left near Point Warren with the natives observed from the: ship; in accordance
with that intention I proceeded to the shore; why-it was not so left I shall,.in
continuation of my narrative, relate. From the contiguity of this tribe to the
Mackenzie I was naturaliy led to imagine that their trade was with the Hudson’s
Bay Company; great, therefore, was my surprisc upon approaching the beach
to find, instead .of being greeted with the usual friendly signs, that two savages,
with gesticulations the most menacing, having .bended bows 'with: arrows on
their strings, and one with a large knife which he brandished most significantly,
waved us off.  Taking no heed of® these hostile demonstrations we-pulled in;
they retreated, yelling furiously. . Upon our reaching the fuif of the beach 'we
made the same signs of friendship which we had used‘with the Esquimaux
- further west, but without any effect until joined by the interpreter, who was in
full native costume ; this gave them confidence, and upon his explaining our
friendly intentions they approached, but when' within about thirty yards,
remarking some muskets which the boat’s crew had, their fury revived; to
pacify them they were laid upon the ground, where they became the object of
a cautious examination.  Still unsatisfied, they beckoned to take them to the
boat ; seeing that nothing short of this-would allow :of any communication, I
sent them away, when they appronched, and permitted us to examine their bows
and arrows. : e
Mr. Miertsching informed me that we had been observed-at five in the
morning ; the whole tribe had immediately taken to their baidars, with their
most valuable skins, and left the settlement, with the exception of the chief
and his son, who remained to defend their property, as it would have been un-
dignified to have retired when danger was apprchended. A sick son and his
mother, seeing our friendly disposition, soon joined us. Dr. Armstrong ex-
amined the poor lad’s foot; it was in a frightful statc.of mortification. The
Chief state(f) that they were at war with the neighbouring tribes, and had occa-
sional skirmishes with the Indians, that they had no communication with any
person belonging to the Great River (Mackenzie), or had they seen any white
peoplé before; but when the sea freezes (the latter end of next month) the
whole tribe proceed west, and trade with the Esquimaux' which we had met
with near Jones’ Island. 'The interpreter told him that he had found a brother
in the Chief of one of those tribes whosc name was Uttauwas. The old Chief
clapped his hands, and snid he knew him well, that he was the Great Chief he
traded with, and their reason for going such a distance in preference to the
Mackenzie wus, that the white man had given the Indians very bad water, which
killed many and made others foolish (drunk), and that they would not have
any such water. I'rom this.it cvidently appears that the Company lose
annually many valuable skins, which find their way to the Colville instead of
the Mackenzie. : s o
Observing an old flat brass button suspended from the car of the Chief,'he
D3-
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said it wag taken from a white man that- had been killed .hy, one of .his tribe,
who went away in his kyack when, the Vessé]l was- seen.. The white man
belonged to'a party which had latided at Point, Warren, and there built a house’;
,‘n’bbgc%y knew how they came, as they had no boat, but, that they went inland.
The man killed had strayed. from, the party, and that he and his son buried
him upon a hill at’a little distance. . The only answer we could obtain as to
the.probable time when this transaction fook place was, © that it might be last
year, or when I was a child,”, To have examined’the grave I'was very anxious,
'but was prevented by the state,of the weather becoming foggy .with fresh
breeze, which compelled our immediate return to the ship; so making them a
few presents:we parted on very amicable terms.  This intelligence appeared:of
so important a nature with respect. to the white men on the point, that I deter-
minecf to remain until it, became . sufficiently. clear-to land and examine ,the
house, which might possibly contain some indication of 'the missing expedition.
This detained me.eighteen hours, but to have left with a doubt would have
peen a subject of perpetual regret. o
At 2 am. on the following morning, the 25th, we reached the point. The
weather being tolerably clear, the interpreter, Dr. Armstrong, and myself went
on shore"in eager'expectation of discovering 'some’ clue 'that would lead to a
‘knowledge of the parties, but in this we were miserably disappointed ; two huts,
indeed, were there to excite hopes, but upon approaching them, found the wood-
work to.be perfectly rotten and of ‘a’very old date, without any description of
mark to yield the slightest-information. The general appearance of the country
about the point was low and marshy, covered with grass, moss, and flowers, the
breeding’ place of the eider duck and every species of wild fowl; we -also
remarked the footmarks of the fox and reindeer. So fertile a landscape I could
not anticipate upon;the shores of the Polar Sea. The interpreter, from his
knowledge of the customs of the Esquimeux, is of opinion that the story of
the white man is traditionary. Probably some of the early discoverers had
becn engaged in some affray with the ancestors of the present chief, and one of
them had been killed ; the present generation inherit the honour, and so identify
themselves with- their forefathers, speaking of the transaction in the first person
as if they themselves were the actors, which is very likely from the vague
definition of the time, “It might- be last year or when I wasa child;” so the
history of the white-man will still continue a mystery. We also heard that last
year two boats came from thé westward, and landed at Point Warren, and then
returned. Icannotimagine what boats these could be, unless they were those of
Lieutenant Pullen, who, in thick weather, might have missed the Mackenzie, and
by sights obtained at the point discover his error. They had not seen any this
vear.—August 26th. N.E. winds and-snow, occasionally clearing, so that the land
could'be discerned, which presented the same low line, with a few conical hills a
short distance inland. We saw a few old tents, but not a native. Two whales
passed close to the vessel, one very large, although only in six fathoms water.
August 27th. Light northeyly winds and: thick fog. It was my intention to
have gent a boat along shore that she might have examined it thoroughly, as
the water to the eastward of Cape Brown permits us standing within two miles
of the coast, and to have taken her on board in the evening, but under the cir-
cumstance of thick weather I could not venture to! do so, fearful of being
detained by missing her:—August 28th. . Light winds from N.E., with a mild
cloudy day. At noon Cape Dalhousie. 8.W. twelve miles. .Several masses of
drift ice, some of the pieces very heavy, which, however, is not any obstruction to
our progress, as the space of open water is ample for sailing. We have found
during the last four days a current varying from eleven to sixteen miles daily
setting to the southward. We have had o opportunity of shooting, the greatest
part of the birds had taken’ their southein flizht before our arrival ;" the few
locks that we have seen were very shy and unappronchable.. . Vo
29th August. Very dense fog with light wind fiom N.E., which cleared at
noon sufficiently to obtain a meridian altitude, and found that we had been set
since yesterday south twelve miles, Cape Dalbousie distant S.W. (truc) three
_miles. The fog enveloped us .again while standing off shore, when we ran into
a narrow channel, having about three and a half fathoms, on either side
compelled us to bear up west. 'This carried us into deep water in.about fifteen
minutes. In the course of the afternoon we fell in with very heavy drift ice,
composed of large floe pieces, occasionally becoming entangled in consequence
of the thick fog, although there was much open water amongst it.
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:+30th:August. "Wind,from- the- northiward- with rclear; weather, -. Observing, a
meark on.the beach upon ‘the,island -off, Maitland - Point in, Liverpool Bay, sent,
Mr. Spinsbury, mate, to examine it, and to,leave a notice of our passing. Upon
his:retuin he reported that an Esquimaux. en¢ampment, had recently.broken up,
the traces of theirtents and footmarks being: quite distinct. . We.observed. frou:
the: ship several reindeer, which, were not seen by the party.on shore. In stand-
ing along the coast, ohserving natives, I ran in toforward this despatch, trusting
it may .reach. the Hudson’s Bay Company. this year, which is probable, if they,
are not as great,a set, of savages as we met near Point Warren. Ihope to round
Cape Bathurst to-morrow; this will therefore be the last communication which:
it will;. in, all probability, be in my power to make to their Lordghips. The
temperature has hithertd been exceedingly mild, thermometer very seldom,
being “below 32°, and, from.-the present favourable appearence both of the
weather and ‘state of the .ice, I have very strong hopes of getting well to the
northward ere the navigation ceases, which, will ke about the latter end of next
month, according to Esquimaux report.

Co o . " " I have, &c. ‘
4, Fo . Roserr M‘Crure, Commander,
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L No. 7.
Commander M*Crure to the Secrerary oF THE ApmirAvTY, London
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Her, Mujesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Investigator,”..off Cape Bathurst, Polar Sea,

ST . latitude 70° 28’ N., longitude 128° 33’ W. L
. Sir, - : ) L * (30th August 1850.) . .

In accordance with the intention expressed at the conclusion of my last letter,
I proceeded in the first, whale boat accompanied by Dr. Armstrong and M.

Mli)ertsching, followed by Lieutenant Cresswell and .a party of officers in a
cutter, bringing a variety of presents; we were met, upon.landing, by two
females who greeted us very cordially, and through the medium of the inter-
preter, acquuinted me that the remainder of the-tribe were at Cape Bathurst
catching whales, which was at no. great distance, and they would be our guides.
Gladly availing ourselves of this apparently fortunate incident, the boats were
directed to pull along shore, while we, ascending the.cliffs, reached a fine level
plain extending several miles north and south, rich with verdure and abounding
inmoss : preferred walking, hoping to meet some reindeer, for which the pasture
was excellent ; but mile after mile was walked without any appearance of the
fishing party; arriving, after the expiration of three hours, in a small bay, we were,
however, gratified at being told this was the spot where two boats,’the year
before last, had pitched their tents for: the night, (Sir J. Richardson,) and we
had to go a, very}iittl(; further; on reaching the next bay, we found there two
tents, which our guides said belong to them, but the cape or any appearance of the
tribe could not be seenj'we declined going any further, as in consequence of the
wind falling light, the vessel was by this time hull down ; we were then kindly
invited to become partakers of their tents, and go on the next morning, which
hospitable offer was not accepted; but bartering several articles in exchange for
salmon, and meking them a few presents, we returned on board, when at
10.30 r.M., it becoming dark and foggy, and getting into 3% fathoms, we
anchored for the night. .

. August 31st, at daylight, found that we were between the mainland and
Bailley’s Islands ; about a mile from the latter, the weather still foggy with a
moderate N.W. breeze ; but determined if possible to discover the fishing party ;
at 7.30 A.m. I left the ship with Mr. Miertsching and Dr. Armstrong in the cutter,
and after coasting about ten miles, discovered upon the cxtremity of Cape
Bathurst, a large encampment consisting of thirty tents and nine winter houses,
numbering a little over three hundred people. Upon landing upon a very low
isthmus, which connects within o few yards the islands and mainland, we
remarked a commotion at the village, and a number of men rushed down the
cliffs, launched their kyacks and crossed to meet us; hauling these light and
clegant skiffs on the beuch, they advanced with knives drawn and bows bent,
evidently prepared for hostilities; finding by our jestures that our intcntions
were amicable, their bows were returned to their sealskin cases, but the knives
they still retained. The interpreter told them that our visit, was friendly, and
that they should put away their kniveB, “ Yes," said, they,.* when you do your
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guns” To be allowed to-carry: the musket appeared a great favour, for'which
they presented -you with their knife'as a token of friendship. We remained
upwards of an hour ; during the greater part of the time Mr. Miertsching was in
earnest conversation with the chief, a fine intelligent middle-aged man, upon‘the
' necessity of his forwarding our despatches to the ¢ Mackenzie,” which he
promised most faithfully to perform, for which he was to receive a musket and
ammunition; and upon his delivering the packet, a further reward, equal in
value to a silver fox skin ; he, however, said that their tribe do not trade with
the “ Mackenzie,” but with another further south, who, in their turn traffic with
the Indians who are in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company ; so as they
have to pass through  three tribes of the heathen before they come into the
hands of civilized man, I think it extremely probable that they may never reach
their destination; Mr. Miertsching, from his knowledge of the Lsquimaux
character, thinks otherwise, and imagines that the chief will himself carry
them, The perfect ease which this gentleman understands and converses with
these interesting people surprises them very much; they were most anxious for
him to remain, promising to be verykind = The chief presented his daughter, a
very pretty girl of about fifteen, which should be his wife,—tents, and all
appurtenances were to be added. While these negotiations were going forward,
upwards of a hundred persons had descended from the village ; with such a
concourse, I aid not think it’ prudent to ‘open the bag containing the presents,
well knowing their cupidity is easily excited by the display of such valuables,
when they are not to be relied on. We consequently returned to the boat ; when
the chief was instructed in the use of his gun; he showed himself an apt pupil,
and when the ammunition was given into his hands, expressed himself very
much gratified at the gift, and walked towards the village with his chief men.
A line was then made on the beach, which the recipients of gifts werc not to
pass, (and this they perfectly understood) ; the interpreter then commenced the
distribution ; for a little time order was maintained, but the fair sex becoming
clamorous and closing round, the line was broken, and to prevent being driven
into the water, we were compelled to retreat to the boat which was lying
aground about twenty yards from the beach. By this maneuvre we cscapel(:i
from all that had not on water-tight boots; but still about forty surrounded the
cutter, and although all the crew were stationed round her to prevent their
getting on board, so cager and persevering were the women, that several were
Tifted in, endeavouring to seize everything within their reach; one of them, in
the most dexterous mauner, slipped the compass out of its box into the hreast
of her jacket, and with difficulty it was recovered; it was only by great firmness
and stoppage of the supplies that we reduced them to order, or to quit the boat.
The presents being at length distributed and every one in good bumour, we
wished them farewell, and commenced launching the boat, in which operation
they most vigorously assisted, andseventeenin their fairy kyacks escorted us to the
ship, arriving about a quarter of an hour before we did, except one, who having
got some little distance off the shore, encountered a fresh breeze and rough sea:
we shortened sail and took boat and all in,—the poor fellow being drenched, we
offered him a little brandy, which he drank at a mouthful, not being aware of its
strength ; he suffered the sensation to subside without cvincing (except by his
eyes watcring) any symptom of vexation, and then asked for water. Many came
on board the ship, but only une ventured below, who was exceedingly surprised
to find that we had not tents but houses, (cabins), and said he should have
many wonderful things to relate when he went home. This tribe is a fine intel-
ligent race, cleanly, handsome, and well grown ; and I deeply regret that so little
has been hitherto attempted in civilizing them, and sincerely hope that the day is
not far distant when this interesting people muy be redcemed from their deplo-
rable state of heathen darkness. Surely the Hudson’s Bay Company would
find it to their advantage, even in a commercial point of view, to civilize these
people, and supply them with traps and guns, &c., instead of allowing them to
kill' game with their present inefficient weapons; thousands of skins would
thereby annually be added to what they now receive. But, feeling that higher
motives will impel that Company to scck tribes inhabiting this bleak frontier of
their territories, and, by the aid of intelligent and energetic missionaries,
endcavour to lead them from their present hopeless state to the blessings of
Christianity, has induced me to give publicity to a fact which, I am con-
fident, requires only to be known to the many philanthropic gentlemen connected
with that Company to ensure it being speedily redressed.
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At 5.40 p.m. we weighed with ‘a moderate breeze from the S.W. and reached
to the S.E. for the purpose of clearing the Baillie Islands; at nine, tacked and .
stood to the N,W.. The wind becoming light and variable during the night
we made but little progress, and at 8 a.m. on'the morning of September-1st
observed Cape Bathurst N.E.E. six miles. In-the course of the forenoon many
kyacks came off; the natives, now assured of our friendly intentions, came on
board without the slighest reluctance, and through the medium of the interpreter
acqusinted us that during the night they had been preparing a feast, roasting
whale and venison, and had salmon, blubber, and other delicacies, besides plenty
of skins ready at the tents, and hoped we would come on shore, which; indeed
I should very much have enjoyed had the vessel been in a less precarious
position: but under the present circumstances it was jmpossible, which it
appeared that those on shore understood, for in the afternoon a great many of
both sexes joined us, and all ‘being clamorous to get on board, we were obliged
to take their Kyacks on deck. Seeing their hoats were in safety, they made
themselves perfectly at home, examining every article of furniture most minutely.
The pictures and looking glasses in the officer’s cabins were objects of much
admiration. Many were dancing with our men, and so mutually happy were
all parties, that it was near six o'clock before I could get them to lcave the
ship ;. indeed, had not the interpreter told them that we were going towards the
pack, and would not again come near their tents, I very much question if we
should have got them away without compulsion., We understand. from them
that the main pack is permanent, never leaving the shore above twelve or four-
teen miles. They designate it as ‘ The Land of the White Bear,” as it abounds
with those animals, which they appeared rather to dread, as when we stood
towards the pack in the forenoon, they entreated not to be left there as they
were fearful of the bear now that so many of their women were with them. One
mother mentioned that she had her little child cairied away by one of them a short
time previous while playing on the shore a little distance from her: the poor
creature shed tears in relating the catastrophe. - At parting, several presents
were bestowed upon them, which had the effect of eliciting promises of’ friend-
ship for us or any of our white brethren who might come on their coast. These
people had no article of European manufacture, except a few iron pots, which
certainly they gave a very formidable price for, no less than five of the best
silver fox skins for each. ‘T'he tribe leave the cape about the 20th September
when the ice is sufficiently strong to bear their sledges, for the purposc of barter-
ing with the bordering tribe. They then go to their winter houses some distauce
inland, with the exception of a few families who live the entire year upon this
bleak and inhospitable shorc.—September 2d, fine day with light northerly
wind, ran along the pack edge, the ice being heavy and impenetrable, not a
drop of water to be seen from the masthead amongst it; the water between it
and the shore is practicable, although encumbered with much loose ice;
experienced & strong current from the S.E. which set us to the westward of the
Baillie Islands. Upon the morning of the 3d, the wind gradually vecred to the
southward, bringing with it a very dense fog, and bzing at the time surrounded with
heavy floe pieces and close sailing ice, through which it was necessary to pursue
our_course, so that every advantage might be taken of the favourable breeze:
the vessel occasionally came in violent collision. At noon it cleared™s little,
when Trail Point bore S.8.W, about seven miles, sounded in 65 tathoms (mud)
the nighis having a few hours darkness. Blue lights and rockets are fired for
the purpose of attracting thc attention of any parties that might be returning
from Wollaston or Victoria Lands, bound to the Mackenzie.—September 4th,
light variable winds with warm weather, the the temperature rising to 41°; the
water along shore frec from ice; about four miles to the westward of the
Horton, sounded in 83 fathoms, and shortly after passed over a narrow shoal
having but 13 fathoms; a few pieces of heavy ice were grounded upon it. The
land appears to average from 80 to 100 -feet in height, composed of blue
clay intermingled with sand. Many whales have been about the ships,
at one time eight, and from one to four the greater part of the day. A
bear, the first that has been seen, was likewise remarked upon some loose
ice in shore, but time would not allow of its being pursued.—September 5th,
the weather which had been squally accompanied by a thick fog during
the early part.of the day, cleared towards noon, when a large volume of 'smoke
was observed about twelve miles. S.h\‘?V. and five to the eastward of the
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sHorton, in, the. game spot . that it had attracted our-attention yesterday. '. As
divers opinions.were.in, circplation (respecting. its, probable, cause, aid; the :ice-
mate hayiug. positively; reported that from, the crows nest hecould:distinguish
Seéveral persons;moving about dressed.in white. shirts, and observed:some white
tents Tn.a hollow. of, the, cliff, I certainly. had_every. reason, to- imagine they. were
A perty of Europeans in, distress, convinced: that, no-travellers :would. remain- for
80 long:a period, as we had remarked the, smoke, in one spot, for their pleasure;
Aherefore,.to satisfy myself equally:as-others, I determired ;to: send .a:boat, an
shore, as:it, was now,calm. .- The first:whale 'boat,.under, Lieutenant iCresswell,
with Dr.. Armstrong and Mr. Miertsching, were despatched to examine into.the
.cause, who.on, their: return  yeported the-smoke, to emanate, from. fifteen small
.inounds; of. volcanic, appearance, occupying s space of- about. fifty yards,.. the
“place strongly impregnated with sulphur, the. lower mounds being:about thirty
:Raqt-abovq the sea level, the highest about fifty feet;, the land in its. vicinity was
blue, clay, much, intersected with, ravines and deep water: courses, yarying in
elevation from 300,t0.500. feet;: the mark .of ,a, reindeer -was-traced to.a small
pond of wat/x immediately. above the miounds. . A notice of our having landed
was left,. which could not long remain, as the cliff is evidently rapidly crumbling
away., , Thus ti.> mystery, of, the white shirts and tents, was most satisfactorily
explained,;; A breeze shortly:springing up from the westward, we made sail to
the N.E. .. Duving the night it freshened, considerably, with rain and thick ‘
weather; this, combined .with . four. hours darkness, . compelled me-to shortén
sail,, although logth to lose the full benefit.of the fair wind; but.we struck o
heavily against large .blue  floe ‘pieces that were, barely above ‘the water, that-
the greatest,vigilance and attention was insufficient:to avoid them, so no alterna-
tiye remained to prevent disaster.... A great 'many seals andivhales were seen.in
Tranklin Bay;. no less than fifteen of the latter were playing around us.at one
time, but. very small, or, according:to Greenland fishing hraseology,, ¢ having
only three-foot , bone,” so Mr. Newton, the ice.mate; informs’ me, At 4 AM.
upon the morning of ;the 6th, we.were off, the small islands neat Cape Parry,
bearing . N.E..by, N, ten miles, with. a fine westerly. breeze and ‘loose’:sniling ice,
interspersed with, many heayy floe pieces ; the main pack was ahout three. miles

to the . W. apparently one solid mass.. At,11.30:4.m.,high land. was obseived
n; the ‘port bow, bearing N.E. by N., distant about, fifty miles. On approaching
it,the main pack.appeared to be resting upon the western .shore, which: side it
wag, my intenfion to,have cossted, had 1t been possible ;. the.eastern. one being,
however,.comparatively clear, as far,as could be ‘asceriained from the. masthead,
decided me to, follow, the water, supposing it an island round which.:a passage
would Be found, into the Polar sea, We continued working to windward the
whole of the night, and by 9.30 a.m. of the 7th were off the South Caye, a fine
bold headland,. the cliffs, risingqgei‘pendicularly upwards of, 1,000 fect, which was
named ¢ Lord Nelson’s ;Head,” in memory of t%é hero whose carly .career was
connected with Arctic;adventure., .. Weshortly afterwards hove to, and, with the
first whale-boat and cutter, landed and took possession in the name of Her Most
Gracious Majesty, calling it ¢ Baring’s Island,” in honour of the Iirst Tiord:of the
Admiralty, A pole was erected with a large painted ball upon it, near a cask
which was left containing. a notification and other particulars of our having been
there. -The sights obtamned by artificial horizon place, the/signal-staff in latitude
71°6’'N,, longitude 123° 0’ Wy, and the fall of the tidcwas ascertained to be six
inches during one hour and ahalf. We observed numerous recent traces of rein-
deer: hare and wild fowl; moss, and divers' species of wild flowers were also in
great abundance, many-specimens of them, equally, as of other subjects of inté:
rest tothe naturalist, were selected with much,care:by Dr. Armstronig.. From an
elevation obtained of about five hundred feet. we. had a fine view towards the
interior, which was well clothed, with moss, giving.a verdant appearance to the
ranges of hills that rose gradually, to between 2,000 and-3,000 fect, intersected
with ravines, which, must: convey: a..copious supply of water: to, a:large lake
situated,in the centre of a wide plain about fifteen.miles distant. - The'sight to
seaward, was favourable in the extreme; open water, with a very small:quantity
of ice, for the distance of full forty miles towards the east, insured goodprogress
in-that direction. . Returningon board at 1.p.m., :we made. shil to the éastward,
having a bedting wind; continued working : along shore,: in! soundings varyin

from, nine to seventy-six fathoms; .dark, mud mixed with! yellow clay,unti

close to the land when it changed to fine white sand. ../ he aveatherbecoming

.....



*

35

foggy-our lead:was: the only:guide until 10-aim. dfthe:9th ;¢ 1t~'then cleared for
& 'short- time,when .land .was: observed to'the eastward;:about ‘fifteen iles
distant, ‘extending’to«the niorthward as farasithe eye could reach. ~ The moun-
tains in'the interior:are slofty: :and - snow-covered,.while::the low’ ground is:quite
free ;- severalwery remarkable. peaks-were discernible;: pé) rently-of volcanic
origin...ii {This: discovery* was named Prince Albert’s.Land; in honour ofHep
Majesty’s consort ;-latitude '72° 14.N: longitude 119° 25’ W..:- Continuing our
course slowly.to the:N.E.; in:consequence of thick fog; snow, and baffling:winds,
at8:a.M: ofr-the:10th we: were.near two.rocky islets;> named after .Her Royal
Highnegs;the* Princess'Royal,™ the largest being about 600 feet.in height, and
a-mile.and avhalf . in length,-the southern- and -eastern sides:being:precipitous;
the otherwas, about ‘a’quarter’.of a<milé long-and -100 feet high;-gradually
sloping..to the: water's edge, representing very: much .the'lappearance -of an
inverted: whdle-boat. . The ‘wind. becoming fair: and-'‘weathei” clearing, a1l the
studding-sails-werc sel with:ithe hopes of reaching Barrow Straits, from which
we-were now-distant about :seventy miles, as the ater was tolerable clear'in
that direction, .slthough muchice:was- 1ying-against the westerir‘land, and from
a shoal extending - towards it: from ‘the largest of the Princess Royal Islands,
upon’ which -we: obtained' thirteen ‘fathoms water ; -much-loose:ice was also in
motion;, and while--endeavouring: to' run ‘between: two floes, at the rate of four
knats; they closed:so rapidly, one upon either beam, that our way was instantly
stopped and the vessel Tifted considerably ;:.in this .position we were retained a
quartter. of d4n hour, when the.pressure edsed and we proceeded. ~ Qur “advance
was!of shoft duration, as at 2'p.m.’ the wind 'suddenly shifted to'the N.E. and

began to freshen.. * The water;’ which:a~fewhburs previous had excited sanguine .

hopes ‘of 2.good run, becime 'soon so thickly:studded with :floes that by .4 pim:
there wasscarcely. sufficient tokeep the'ship free ;- this by much ‘excition ‘was,
however, -effected until 2 A/ of the 11th, when'we were beset, © At 5 s the
ice -again opened, which atimitted .of our .getting a few miles to the north-east;
until 11.307a.ar., when. our'course was impeded by a’veryidense pack. "-*As
7 pa;, the Wwind shifting to the' N.W.," set. the' whole body- of 'the ice ugon the
eastern'shore, which shoaleéd:our water froin eighty:to fifty fathoms in one hour;
a-clear'space ‘of 'tvoi iniles  was, however, the'result of this movement, in which
we :continued: working: {he. whole night, and <upon ‘the’ morning of the 12th
perceived:ave had lost some miles, as thepack was inanotion to the southward,
also:the further mortification of seeing the whole.of the,western.shore perfectly
exempt from. ice, while.tlie"space of water we occupied: was becoming rapidly
moré limitetl. By very: large:and ' heavy: floes, "through which we were unable
to.force; and “at''11va.M.."were again beset. A 'freshgale, 'with snow,
which continued uutil the morning of the i3th; pressed the-ice so heavily upon

. the vessel.that the rudder was unhung .to é)revent' its.getting -damaged ; durihg

the night-the.'temperature fell to 10° and the'land became completely snow
covered.... On the.15th, however, it rose' to 30° with the wind from the S:W,
which set-the ice in:motion, compelling. us to shift our berth to avoid collision
with 'an .immense floe. *At 2.30- A.m. commenced warping, which tedious'and
leborious duty -continued' with ‘but:slight intermission until, half-past twelve;
when. we passed into clear water; a run of five miles to the IN.E. brought us to
another icy field too dense to -penetrate, extending from shoré to-shore, which
here is, about twelve miles 'asunder; the weather towards sunsét becoming thick
with 'snow, we ran;into’ six fathoms- and secured'to-a piece of 'grounded.ice
under’the western land, with the intention of remaining during the night, as
they were ' then: long and dark’; therefore, navigating' amongst close'ice is quite
impracticable.” The wind which had been fresh from'the ' S.W. duting the'day;
about 7. p.. fell light, when' the ice in the N.E. no longer restrained spread
itself: abroad with such rapidity that at a little after ‘eight'it was observed
approaching, its white ling cleatly defined running like am unbroken wdve along
the dark smooth water. To turn the hands up, make sail, and cast off the warps,
was.but the work of'a few minutes, yet with such violence was it impelled thas
we had scarcely time to‘tow clear of the piece we had been' fast to, before it
encircled :the -vessel, swéeping ‘her ‘away to the S.W. into five fathoms. I
expected- to have “béén driven:on 'the beath; fortunately, from sonie' unseen
cause} its cowrbe.was .changed to thé S.E., which took us into twenty fatitoms,
thus fluctuatig between hopes and fears until 11.458 b.u:, whénits progress was
mysteriously: dtrested: ‘and’pradually: ggenihg qut’allowed of . our 'Yunning -into
2
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clear water.. As. the navigable season was' néw-drawing to & close, which the
fall in the. temperature as-well gs-the formation:of pancake ice:upon the.surface
ofs the water whenever the wind became light..unmistakeably pointed out, it
‘became a subject of anxious consideration what course to adopt in regard.to.the
.safety of the:vessel ; ,whether by running to _the southward, in which direction.
theiwater was still:open, endeavour-to obtain'a harbour in one of the ‘bays,
" indenting, the south eastern: side. of - Baring’s” Land, the nearest probably
being sixty miles distant; and then only.zhé chance of finding a safe anchorage,
which if our, search- proved a.failure would place the vessel in a worse situation
than 4t present;~exposing her to a wide sea range, subject to heavy pressure
from,the -enormous. massive floes with;which the Polar Sea is encumbered; from
which we are here protected by the “-Princess Royal ” Islands—or continue our
advance to.the. N.E: as long as the season permitted, and then submit to-the
only; alternative, that of hazarding ‘a winter. in the pack. I decided upon the
latter, for- these reasons, that to relinquish the ground obtained through: so much
‘difficulty, labour, and anxiety, for only the remote chance of finding safe winter
quarters, would bednjudicious, thoroughly impressed as I am with the absolute
importance .of retaining :every mile .to ensure.any. favourable results while
‘navigating these seas, the loss of which might frustrate the operations of a whole
season. .-Above all, being in-the vicinity of Bank's Land .and in the direction
which Sir.John Franklin.would, in.all' probability, -have endeavoured to
penetrate could he have reached Cape Walker, I considered that our position
was: most-eligible for carrying into full effect the instructions of my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty when the season becomes favourable for despatching
+parties upon this-important and interesting .search. ' These, Sir, were the consi-
derations whi¢h influenced me'in this “choice of difficulties,” and they wil, I trust,
appear of sufficient validity to meet with:the concurrence of their Lordships,
hazardous as was the experiment. . At:6 a.M. of the 17th the wind, which had
been. light from.the N.W., gradually died away, when we were almost imme-
diately beset. There were several heavy floes in the vicinity, one full six miles
in. length -passed at the rate .of two knots, crushing everything impeding its
progress, and grazed our starboard bow ; fortunately there was but young ice
upon the opposite side, which yielded to the pressure ; had it otherwise occurred,
the vessel must inevitably have been cut asunder. In the afternoon, secured
to a moderate sized piece, drawing eight fathoms, which appeared to offer a fair
refuge, and from -which we never afterwards parted; it conveyed us to our
furthest N.E. position : latitude 73° 7' N. longitude 117° 10’ W, back round the
Princess RoyalIslands. Passed the largest within 500 yards to latitude 72° 42’
N. longitude 118°.42' W., returning along the coast of Prince Albert’s Land,
and finally freezing in at latitude 72° 50" N. longitude 117° 55’ W. upon ‘the
30th. September, during which circumnavigation we received many 'severe nips,
and frequently driven close to the shore, from which our deep friend kept us off.
To' avoid separation we had secured with two stream cables (one chain), two
six and two five inch hawsers. As our exposed-position rendered every precaution
necessnvy, we got upon deck a twelvemonth’s provisions, with tents, warm cloth-
ing &c., and issued to each person a pair of carpet boots and blanket bag, that in
the cvent of any. emexgency making it imperative to quit the vessel, we might
not be so destitute. ‘The 8th of ©ctober, our perplexities terminated with a
nip. that lifted the vessel a foot, and heeled, her four degrees to port in conse-
quence of a large tongue getting bemeath her, in which position we quietly
remained. As, however, thereiwas a probability .of being thrown upon the ice,
it was requisite that a smooth surface should be made to receive the vessel,
which was accomplished with much facility by blasting the hummocks along
the edge of the floe for about 150 yards.and twenty in breadth. This done,
and every indication of the pack being now-thoroughly cemented with a temper-
ature 7 minus, we comizleted housing overand other arrangements for our winter
quarters. | As -the. weather upon the 10th was calm and fine-and the ice quiet,
at 8. 30. a.m.left the ship accompanied by Lieutenant Cresswell, Dr. Armstrong,
and Mr. Miertsching, with a. partyof: seamen carrying a pole, &c., to plant
upon the shores of Prince Albert’s Land, to which we proceeded to: take
possession of .in'-the name: of Her Most .Gracious :Majesty. .This being
accomplished, - we - walked.. to. the highest hill observable at the distance of five
miles to un-elevation of- 1,500 feet, which ‘gave an.extended view in- ever
direction. The country was very hilly, with .geep ravines and large lakes. This
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appears’ the' general character: of the land on both-shores.: The course of the
water towards the N.E. we were anxious to trace, hoping to-see an opening into

Barrow . Strait ; in this' we were-disappointed from the many low points inter-

vening -rendering it impossible to 'ascertain. the land from the.sea, both bein

frozen.” On our return we had the mortification to find that the land and seaice
had separated about 100, yards.along the:whole line of coast’ We walked by

its margin for -some miles, hoping to meet with:a loose piece of iceto ferry

across; but might. closing. rapidly, subjected.us.to'so many. falls, owing to‘'the

inequalities of our road- not being distinguishable, we were compelled to halt,

and -commenced firing to attract’ attention,. but our distaneerfrom the .ship

was too far to.render our 'signals.of any.utility. At:8.30..pm. Mr. Court;

with one of the many parties that were searching. the ice in all directions,

fortunately saw our fleshing and made for it, but unsuspecting .our dilemma was

created-by open water, had no boat. Immediately returning, he met with a
party which-had two of Halkett’s ; these were soon launched, only getting them

through the pancake ice; which was by this time an -inch thick, was attended

with great difficulty ;.the sea ice also rapidly setting to the northward; the
boats after each transit-had to be carried south before being launched, so,as to

ensure their reaching the only: spot. from which the party -to be relieved could

embark. , This operation commenced- at 10.30 ».M., and by midnight we were
. all over, and reached the ship at 2.30 a.M. 3 all parties' meeting with heavy falls,

but receiving no accident of consequence. I cannot refrain from noticing the

excellency: of Halkett’s boats; -or speak in too high terms of the ingenuity of
their inventor, These admirable little articles were: inflated on board, and with
the greatest facility ' carried upon a man’s shoulders- over ice, which from its:
" excessive roughness, no other boat could, by any possibility, have been got

across without being smashed. . By their means a large party were relieved ;

who, without tents, clothing, fuel, provisions, or in any way provided to with-

stand the severities of ‘a polar night, with the thermometer. 8° minus, the
consequences-to them might have  been. very serious. ' Asit was, however, the

annexation of * Prince Alberts” land to the British Crown was considered to

have terminated so favourably, that I directed an extra supper and allowance of

grog to be issued to my energetic crew, as a reward for their eight hours rigorous

exertions. e : : N :

. Being dissatisfied with the view obtained from Prince Albert’s land, respecting

the waters we were now in; as to. their connexion with Barrow Strait, -‘which

would settle the question of a North-West Passage, I determined to proceed in

that direction with' a travelling party, although rather late in the season, as

soon as I felt that the vessel migﬁt sbe safely quitted, which I judged would

occur after the ensuing spring tides, if at’.that period there was no commotion
-amongst the ice. Accordingly, upon the 21st, everything being favourable; I Robt. Calder, Captain
started with Mr. Court (second master), and the men,” as per margin ; the ice m',’{"f%gﬁ;f“éﬁmn
for two miles from the ship 'was so rough,:that Lieutenant Haswell and the _ of the Maintop.
whole of the ship’s company were occupied in carrying the sledge and different Mip o Qe
articles of lading. At 8 a.m. the sledge was finally packed, when with the fatigue Geo. Brown, AB.
party iv charge of Mr. Wynniatt (mate), accompanied by Dr. Armstrong (as T oo Tomton’
an-amateur), we sct off to the N.E.© At noon the fatigue party having taken us Jus. Saunders, Private
eight miles, were directed to return. Soon after quitting us,- we got amongst "V Merive
very difficult ice 5 the sledge was: broken, but' quickly fishing it; proceeded.
Unfortunately, scarcely an hour had- elapsed, when crossing a floe, the

inequalities of which were imperceptible, it came down with such a crash; that

it broke into pieces. This was unlucky, but pitching our tent, Mr. Court and

Peter Thomson (captain of the fore top) started for the ship; where they

arrived at 7.30 ».m;, and rejoined the next day at 2 r.m., with a fresh and larger

sledge, and a fatigue party with Mr. Wynniatt.to carry the:damaged one back.
‘This party, upon my return, I found did not- get on board until the following

day, being stopped by heavy snow .drift, but having a tent and provisions did

not suffer. As soon ‘as the néw comers were refreshed, the sledge was

¥acked, and by 3 r.M. werc again. off, continuing our course without :any

urther disaster, until 3.45 p.m. of the-26th, when we had the extreme gratification

of pitching our tént upon the shores of Barrow Strait, (position as per-margin,) Let.7s si' N,
nearly on the line as represented in the charts where. Sir Edward Parry has very “Eey > "
correctly marked .the loom of the land.. Upon the following morning, before » A 114°14/W,
sunrise, Mr, Court and myselfascendeltgl a small hill about 600 feet in height, so ™

3
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that we,could command:an, ektensive‘view of forty.or-fiffy miles # the! extreme
point;.of - Prince .- Albert’s; Liand: bore latitude -78° :E. .true, -about thirty-five
miles, the farthest land Northy NN.E., eight miles. - The Melville:Island shore
could not.be.discovered; but in thatidirection.the!ice appearéd to be very heavyy
and, the floes,esceedingly. large..~ Whilé. we wefe making these. observations, the
crew were busily engaged erecting. a-cairn :about :fifteen. feet above the: water,
(which: had'been qnamed ‘ Prince of .- Wales’ . Strait, in honour ‘of His: Royal
Highness,)- in. whicha: copper::cylinder: was: 'déposited ;"the’:spot is.’so “con-
spictious, that any person:passing:along:the: shore jmust: remark it. All:-being
completed. by. tenc:a.™. afxthe;27th, we turned for. the ship,-arriving-upon the
morning of the:313t,/having in nirie days inadé,in a direct line,“one¢ hundred and
fifty-six miles by observations;with a temperature tbetween : +.7° and. ~ 15%
Upon: the-dfternoon: of the:30th, .the' weather which had'been overcastisuddenly
brightened, showing,the Prinhcess:Royal Islards; distint about -twelve! niiles.
At thres;p.y. I leftsthe:sledge, with-the intention: of ‘getting early: on” bourd, to
have everything 'in "reddiness. for ithe:icomfort. of the party,’ anticipating: their
arrival at nine- p:M. - Unfortunatelythe weather. became again foggy about

five. .M., followed::soon by. darkness,. consequently: my.way:was speedily lost;

compelling :me t6 wander about!the floe during- thie night; with .a temperature
from 5° to?15% minus 5 when<at Seven the next.morning had. the mortification to
find that. X had passed:the. vessel four miles, which I'reached by 8.30"A.m:, ‘and
immediately despatched: a party fo assist Mr. Courtyrwho was at five miles
distance, having’ most judiciously encamped about seven' miles.from' the -ship;
when.the fog bécame too: dense to travel.~.i~f b 0 T . R
..L.was agreeably surprised: to'leain ffom:Licutenant Haswell, that on the:29th
a party;! consisting "of - Messrs. Sainsbury, ! Painé,--Miertsching,-and Newtot;
while 'sporting wpon “ Prince Albert’s”:Iand/had’ encountered 'a ‘herd ' of musk
cattle,.two bulls,’a ‘cow,.a heifer, and a ‘calf, and most-"adroitly shot the whole,
which yieldéd twelve -hundred’aud ’ nindty-six pounds of -excellent natritious
meat ;-8 supply .thus ‘opportine and unexpected, may ‘be regarded as_4+'most
favourable termination'to ouitiséason’sroperations, i which-we'have been nearly
enabled to’ carry out verbatim their ‘Lordships®instriictions, in reaching the ice
by the:1st August,and éstablishing.a position néai Banks’s Land, which serviee
has be¢n performed under circumstances over which we could exercise but little
control,.our'-only’credit consisting.in seizing the advantages: that an: invisible
power scatteied along our: road, through fields' of-iceji where ‘all human exertion
would haye been ‘equally ‘unavz}iliﬁ'gi ‘a8 'th(i‘ feeb'len?ss of a child to' advance us
one yard,. Ui o L Do g, b b cgh e o

,.T{le -winter, thatdreary period:'of the voyage which I Had looked forward
to with much apprehension, passed mildly away, there being very little snow or
wind, .without . our' saniary -state. ‘being in the slightest degree impaited, for
which ha%piness T assign these reasons, ‘viz,:— . ~. 7 " ¢ b

»

i1st. ‘I'heunflagging spirits and chéerfulness of the'men. + . -
. 2nd. The excellency of every.species;of provisions. "
. 8rd; "The free ventilation of the:lower deck. ooy .
. 4th, The éxtreme attention.of Dr. Arimstrong (upon-our monthly inspections)
to the state of the'crew..,” > "t ..¢on o 0ol ' Do
"2 So that the month’ ofrMarch found us in' a Thdst’ healthy and. efficient
condition ; accordingly: upon the 3d.weé commenced ‘dur preliminary duties’b
taking 4 thirty-foot whale boat’to the larger Princess: Royal Islands, wheie it 15
my intention to leave three. monthis provisions for-all hands, that, at the’breaking
up of the .ice, should:the ‘vessel: unfortunately get ciushed, we may have a
certainty to fall back upon, which will énable us to reach the * Plover "without
hazard of starvation j this duty being completed, -as well as-the fransporting
.another whale 'boat, besides'one 6fi Halkett’s to’ the .eiistern shote, distant’ five
miles, for the facility of allowing the travelling g‘artie‘s going along-thiat coast to
reachi the islands, should the-ice'break up and carry the vessel away during
their absence; all ‘arrangéments’being now made for:'the start of the' searching
parties, andthe weather becoming. very favourable for travelling, upon tle 18th
of.:April-three were ‘déspatched: under: the officers and in 'the direction as per
marginwith six weeks' provisiongeschy = .o rere B e
~Av Uiap; ‘Mays 666 M. Wynniatt (mate) having broken;his chronometer at
the distance of operhiifdred: and;tWenty!thiled:from the ship retitrried; hiit all
‘beingin’ godd-conditivm!tHby! were! gp%lpléfedf: £ thitty'days “plovisions; ad

hy L
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-at’6 p.M., were agaill en route. .. At the. same-tifne-two hunting. parties, with.

.tents,&cl; left the-ship, one for each side.of the stiaits, ‘as some’ deer, had heen
;seen, besides -geveral ‘ptarmigan, and- four!-hares shot ;- this’early indication’ of
fresh- provisions is a.subject of déep :congratulation;:independent of ‘the. very
-healthy .and éxciting occupation for the ‘crew; whofare all ‘eagér'for the.sport, :
i - May.20th, Lientenant. Cresswell' returned. inconsequences of! the severe frost-
‘bites of..two 'of -his men;  having reached - the latitude :and :longitude , as - per
.margin, /being ‘absent 'thirty-one days. During the giéat'_er'p:irtr:of ‘the time he
swas :sitbject to'strong: N.W. winds: ’sweepin'g%ffomdtlfé;'..liolap ‘Sea, through
“Barrow Strdit, which méeting him “in ‘the:face Tendeéred it €xceedingly difficult
‘v1to. walk against; the thermometer being:frequently 15°below:zero,: He however

-traced the coast linejwhich for'about seventy: miles long:Banks Liand was.very '

cprecipitous,-averaging from ‘one:thousand to-fourteen ;hundred feet, from which
‘it.gradually sloped-toi & point!trending t S:W., apparently. theiextrenie. of -the
land ih. that direction; s it-abraptly/turned: to-southwards:, . An-elevation of a
- thousand feet, aided by aniexceéeding clear atmospheie;left o doubt in his'mind
but that. the Polar:'Sea.was before” him, and. that Banks's Land is o~ part of
Baring’s Island:" He'was anxious to have mdde 'a fuither advance, and encamped
during two days with the hope’thht the-invalids would récover; but finding
‘thetu getting much-worse ke very properly deemed'it' advisable‘to return{ with
all haste to:the ship ; befoie reaching her,’however, both had to be borne upon
* thelsledge, which' threw the work “upon‘ four mehs - ‘When ‘getting intoiheavy
tsnow the ‘officer ‘had to fall- in- ‘4t the:drag{ropes:i‘nevertheless, the' working
~party airived’ in most ‘excellent - hedlths and 'spititsii’* Onthe 21st a large bear
.was killed ;" upon- examination of the’ stomach - an‘iéxtraordinary -medley was
«discovered, consisting of raising, tobacco; pork; and”adhesive' plaster,that I
:came to the coniclugion that'the ¢ Erterprize” must be near, the animal'not haying
*been seen ‘before near our-dirt'heap, -nor-were tlierb amy traces of him'about the
-ship. I therefote determined tosénd a'party to the S:W., the' only ‘direction we
had mo ‘travellers, to*satisfy myself upon- the’ subject ;accordingly at 6 ray. on
‘the 22d, Lieutenant: CressWellﬁv’ithi his Pm‘ty; completed: with "two’ fresh hands,
werc ‘again despatched with ‘provisions until June ‘10th. " Upon'the’ 24th the
‘above mystery was satisfactorily solved,” some ‘men- in" pursiiit'of 'a bear about
half 'a mile from ‘the’ ship, pickéd’ up o preserved imedttin with® articles in it
indentical with'those -found in the stomaéli of ‘tlie bearkilléd on the 21st ; the
‘foot prints of . the'animal were likewise abundant upon~the snow, this" eyidence
was perfectly conclusive as to thé'loeality' when Bruin lidd-obtdined his dainties.
This being the anniversary of the birth-day of Her Most” Gracious Majesty, a
roysl' sdlute wis fired, and' the colours displiyed in/'celebration ‘of the event.
20th 5 ‘Lieutenant - Haswell: and party- réturned hll ‘in the mbst perfect health,
having traced the coast: towards Wollaston Liand; to latitudé70° 88’ N., longi-
tude 115° W., from ‘which poiit, ‘the’ day being remarkably clear, he observed
‘the .outline of .land ' to-the distince ‘of “full’ forty ‘milex trenditg to the'S.W.;
but having ‘advaijced twenty-five days; he considered it prudent to ‘proceed no
further! fiaw o'large inlets and a'déep bay wére’examinéd; beside nn archipelago of
small islands along the' northernmost shote of ‘tlie sotithernmost ‘inlét; which is
high, bold, and stratified ; each inlet-trending’to the E.NLE, from 80 to' 90 miles.
The whole coast was strewed'with driftwosd, mid many vestages of Esquimaux
erfcampinents wereniet with, but a of vet’y 6ld date. - Upon’returning; he was much
surprised to 'find & party ‘consisting of eighteeh natives encamped upon-the ice,
‘o few miles' from the' N.W. -point: of 'the rorthernmost iilet 1 " Guest'of seals,
they were very fricndly and well disposed; but noteindeérstanding each other, no
-information could be ‘obtained. - /They exthanged o few presents, anid upon that
"dayweek he arrived 6n“buard; aving remtitied otithis fortyitwo days; thereby
fulfilling his: instructiohs to'thé letter. - In' conséquence of the' above, I imme-
diately decided upon proceeding ‘to'these’ people'for thie ‘purpose’of obtaining
information’ tliat might: determine the question: felating:'to ' *Prince Albert’s;”
“‘Wollaston, and Victorin-Lands,” s fo’ theit -forthing’ part -of ' the American
'Continetity or whether each’ was an islind § therefore; ‘taking Mr. ‘ Mieitsching
{(our invaluable' intrepreter) and 'twelve days” provisions; at‘6 rim. wé dtarted,
-and early upon June 3d;fell in with them about teri'miles to the northivard of the
"point, where they weré firstinet with. “They cohvérsed freely withithe mterpreter,
‘givingievery information e réquired relative to ‘the tiénding’ of the coast ag.far
gsithey: knewy swhich was'sonié disténte along ¢ Victorin?*Land s this they:did by
T4 ! .

Lat. 47° 16, N,
Long 117° 40 Wo
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tracing upon a la'rée sheet of paper which I brought for that purpose, continu-

'ing a sketch which Mr,’ Miertsching hdd made from the ship to’ their tents,

which they-im:éedatély: comprehended ; ‘ind as they were very particular in
‘placing the islands of Sutton and Liston with three smaller ones not mentioned
in. the chart-off - Wolldston' Land;* I am, therefore, fully persuaded. of its cor-
rectness, and only-regretted that-they could not go farther, (atracing of which
-accompanies thisnarrative:)' They described alargeland opposite Wollaston, called
“ Nunavak "Saraluk;” this of course is America, to which:they had never been,
as they only trade with the Esquimaux to the S.E., nor had they the slightest
article of 'gliropeén manufacture about:them, " The use aud sight of iron was
petfectly new, all their impléments being copper; their spears and arrows barbed
with the/same. * The copper ore is remarkably fine; but not ‘observing any
when at the tents; (the specimen "was given me by one of our men some time
after quitting them;) unfortunately we lost the opportunity of inquiring where it
was procured ;-but I am inclined to think that it comes from the south-east tribes
‘in their bartering transactions, as the few and simple ornaments which they
'possessed were of that métal; and obtainéd from thence. These are g kind, simple,
and purely pastoral tribe, devoid of the knavish propensities which so strongly
characterise those upon the Mackehzie and Colville, where intercourse with ‘civi-
lized men has demoralized the savage. Upon displaying the spresents brought' for
them, the utmost propriety was observed; although, doubtless, all were anxious to
participate in those treasitres, there was not that eagerness to seize which rendered
ourinterchange with the other Esquimaux so troublesome: So far was it from these
to do so; that it was'with difficulty we could persuade them to accept without our
receiving an equivalent ; they'inquiring of the interpreter, after each article that
was given them, what ‘we wanted for'it. ‘A piece of scarlet cloth, which I tied
round a-girl’s negk remained there umntil we were going away, when she ran u

to Mr. Miertsching to ask-what she was to give in exchange, and when assure

it was a gift from the chief she gracefully ‘acknowledged it with a smile, No

‘weapons were rémarked amongst them except for the chase.-. Their whole

demeanour bespoke peace. ‘They  live near: their present locality the whole
year, not going any further to the northward, or do' they believe that there are
any others in'that direction ; but to the'S.E. aslong Victoria and Wollaston Land
the coastjs"thiék(]iy‘populated. It ‘appears very extraordinary that they do not
even possess traditiondry legends of théir ancestors having been north, where
the humerous'traces which we mect with upon both sides of the straits,” as well
as on the large Princess’Royal Islind, show that at one period the whole of this
coast must have been densely populated. Their language, Mr. Miertsching
observes, is identical with that spoken upon the Liabrador Coast. At half-past
nine we left this' interesting people on our return to'the ship, which ‘we reached
at 7 p.M. of the 5th, exceedingly gratified ll)-{ the result of our pleasant excur-
sion, our'only niisfortune -being Cornelius Hullett, my coxswain, having both
feet, badly frost mipped.” At'5 a.m. of ‘the 7th, Mr. Wynniatt, mate, returned
with his party, having been fifty days’ under the tent, from his exploratian of a

ortion o?'the south-eastern shores of Barrow Straits as far as lutitude 72° 6’ N.,
ongitude 107° 42’ W.'(D.R.), from whence the land was observed fot about
fifteen miles tending tothe N.E. After rounding Point Péel, latitude 73° 21’ N.,
longitude 112° 30" W., the north-west point of* Prince Albert’s Land, ke reports
it to be in all respects ‘as.to formation the same as in this vicinity for the
distance of about forty miles, when upon crossing a deep inlet, the land then
assumed a north-west aspect, when it- becarne high, precipitous, and barren; no
driftwood ‘of any'description was met with, but the'ice lay against its base in

- heavy and unbroken masses. Further to the eastward a lesser one was circum-

ambulated, having in it several small islands, with its southern shore formed of
stratified cliff, having an elevation of about 800 feet. . Upon the: 10th, at 7.45.
AM., Lieutenant Cresswell and party, having completed their nincteen days,
returned from their-search towards the S.W. (to latitude 71° 10’ N. longitude
123° 4 W.), making-in the aggregnte fifty under the tent, during which he has
coasted three sides of Baring’s Island, from the north shore of which he looked
upon the Polar Sea, and upon the south walked. four-and-tweénty miles on it ;
both presenting the same smooth surface, which I consider to be attributable to
the long prevalence of north-ensterly winds'at the termination of the navigable
season, setling the heavy 'ice which we encountered and saw resting upon the
western gide of- the island, over to the American and Asiatic shores, which may
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cause 'the ‘great’ difficulty i’ Tounding , Point Barrow lite in “the “season.
Unfortunately the weather became . overcast, which limited his' view to the
northward, only’ allowing  him to . observe. that the coast was high- and
bold. "Upqn -this'excursion he met with four partitions-of- the ice varying
in b'readtﬁ from ten to twenty feet, apparently .running across the strait;
but being provided with one of Halkett’s valuable little boats,. this obstac'e,
which would otherwise have caused a detour. of many ‘miles, was easily
overcome ; it is impossible to recommend these boats too highly upon a service
of this description, where every'article of weight is objectionable ;- their whole |,
fitting is but twenty-five . pounds; when hot required they form 'a platform on
the sledge to stow the baggage, and when in use, they are carried inflated upon
the top. Thus on two occasions they have been of. essential service, without.the
smallest inconvenience. Lieutenant Creswell erected a cairn and deposited a
cylinder within it upon a low beach near Cape Lambton ; he also remarked the
vestiges of Esquimaux encampments upon almost every part of the coast upon
which he pitched his tent for t]l)xe night, many of them thickly strewed with the
heads of musk’ oxen, which denotes no paucity of those animals upon these
lands ; indeed, at the present time both shores of the strait are covered with
wild fowl of every description, musk oxen, deer, hares, ptarmigan and golden
plover. This is certainly the most fertile part of the Polar Regions, and mugt be
the breeding place of those animals, who find rich pasturage amongst its alluvial
plains and valleys, unmolested .by the Esquimaux, the traces of whose remains
being overgrown with moss and rotten, have reference to a time long anterior.
"This ‘party, with much spirit and zeal, performed their return journey of upwards
of oue hundred and sixty miles, in nine days and a‘half, under circumstances
" reflecting much credit upon them, the lateness of the season being unfavourable
to so rapid an advance. All being now on board. and in excellent health; with
the exception of three of the travellers.suffering from frost nips, our season’s
travelling operations may be considered to have,terminated fortunately; and
from the close examination which has been made over a vast extent of coast,
whose direct distance by observation embraces eight hundred miles, to which a
third may be added for the devious windings of the coast line, without observing
the slightest vestiges of any’ spar, or other indication of civilized man having
reached these shores, I am fully confident that the missing expedition under
Sir John Franklin has never penetrated towards the Polar Sea in this direction,
as some portion of the immense mass of stores, spars, or fitments with. which
those ships were provided, must have been picked up, when driftwood of
very inconsiderable dimensions did not escape observation. (A chart showing
fl‘xe extent of discovery and course of each searching party accompanies this
etter.) . , ,

I an)l also of opinion that * Prince Albert’s” Land is part of the continent of
America, and that Point ¢ Peel” is its north-west extremity, and that the land
from thence is continuous to Cape Walker. The peculiar formation of its shores,
from the very deep inlets which run into the interior, give the appearance of
straits, which in reality do not exist, as was apparently the case between
Victoria and Wollaston Lands, and which'is very probably the same betwixt
Cape Walker and North Somerset. My opinion is strengthened by the
Esquimaux upon this coast speaking the same language as those of Hudson's
Straits, which Mr. Miertsching, the interpreter, thoroughly understands, and
conversed fluently with them, while with those of the Colville and Cape
Bathurst he found it sometimes difficult to do so; consequently, I think it very

robable that the forefathers of these have crossed from Hudson’s Straits and

ept the coast line of Victc ia and Wollaston Land, and have thus retained the
Furity of their language, which those upon the north coast of- America have
ost by constant intercourse with the Indians. 1 certainly should have con-
sidered it my duty to endeavour deciding this point by detachinga boat through
the Dolphin and Union Straits; but I feel assured that service has been
accomplished by Dr. Rae last year, as he evidently was not in this direction.

During the absence of the searching parties, the refitting of the ship, was
carried on under the direction of Messrs. Sainsbury (mate) and Court (second
master) so that upon their return little remained but to get the boats from the
eastern shore, and the'tents and appurtenances which the shooting parties had
ugo‘n each side of the strait'on board, the wéather being unfavourable, and the stite
of the ice becoming too precarious to’ al}l‘ow of any person’s being 'so far distant
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from the ship. Thisbeing effected,s also the repairing.and paintingof a bont which
e T Thepesvioons. 5 the. gt Princest Royat” Toand e
pleted; upon .the 13th we had, the satisfaction of. liaving every one on, board,
with.the vesiel thoroughly yefitted, caulked, painted, and water¢d, and; in vy
respect as, efficient for, the, seryice.we have to perform as the day that;, we left
Plymouth, with 4 trifling gicls list; principally from, the effects.of frost xips; and
foot-soreness .from’ 't,l}g;,p;rm?elli_i;:g.‘ .; We now await, with no_little ;anxiety;., the

disruption,,of these mighty masses of ice by which we are encircled,  and. fhe
gonsequences, depénding upon,, that: event, which cannot "be contemplated
without deep apprehension. | " L e s ) ams
- The first indication of open water, occurred fo-day, (July 7th), extendingsome

distance ::;15ﬁg:§p§;'_shox:¢ of % Prince, Albert’s” Land about a mile in-width; the

!

ice in every. direction is'so ;i‘ag)i&ly"decaying,\beiﬁg, much accélerated by sleet and
ta .’!ﬂ\.’ ~ 4 s R EIAT-F AT W) . -%e % A o AT R » ' h‘ ~ Xl
rain,with a thermometer stanc ling at 45° so that by the 14th, that which for the last
few. dayg had been slightly in motion with large,spaces of water intervening, sud-
.‘19"(11).‘;&“‘,1. noiselessly” opened .around, the, vegsel, leaving her in a.pond of forty
Jargs

3

;,.but seeing, 1o possibility, of getting wWithout its limits, we were'compelled
to gecure.to “the floe which had, for ten months befriended us, and with. the
whole, of, the. pack grhraduglly drifted. to the southward towards'the * Princess
Royal” Islands, which, we passed on ‘the.eastern side within half a mile: Upon
the.17th, af; 10 A.M., being.amongst, loose ice, we cast, off from the floe and made
sail with. theihope of getting upon the western'shore, where, the water appeared
to be.making ;w%u,t without shipping the rudder, in consequence of being in the
yjﬁini_tx,,of\sfevelyq,l..lqyﬁg floes, and at 2 p.m. again secured, to a floe between the
 Princess, Hoyal;, and % Baring’s” Islands (we passed over a shoal:haying nine:
teén fathoms).—On the.20th,at. 11.30,4.41,, 8, light air. from the S.W., which
slacking the icé; gave hopes of making progress to the N.1., in which.direction
I was anxious to, get, for, the purpose of entering * Barrow ” Strait, that”accord-
ing, to circumstances I might be enabled to carry out,my original intentions.of

roceeding to thu northward of . Melville Island, as detailed in my letter-to the
Secretary,of the Admiralty. of, July, 20th 1850, or, should such not, be, practi-
cgble, return to England through the strait. The ship was cost off;and a/mile
Baided when the wind died away and we were again beset on the morning of the
92d.., Open water appesring .in , the N.E., the radder was shipped in expectg-
tion, of a start, which Wwas, not, however, realized until the afternoon of the 23d,
when a. :l'(iiht S.W..wind cet the ice to the N.E, caurrying us over, a,shoal,
upon,which there. was .much grounded in thirteen fathoms: the corner of the
floe_to.which we were attached coming in contact with some of these, masses
gave. way, throwing pieces. of twelve and fourtcen feet-square completely
out of the water. It grazed the hard bottom with a sound not unlike distant
thunder, gs it crashed, crumbled, and upheaved, throwing an enormous ;mound
up 1n its centre, as if under.the influence of volcanic agency,,snd then rent
asunder, the part we were secured to remaining firmly. grounded, while, the
-gther,and lighter portion being forced’onwards with accelerated speed;came
direct, for our unprotected. stern. To let go warps and anchors was but the
work of & minute,-and most fortunate, were we in accomplishing it, as ere they
could be got.on bosrd it struck the stern, forcing the ship ahead at the rate of
#wo knots. . A small space of open water, occasioned, by the grounding: of the
floe, allowed of our advance, when by warping and towing. we: speedily got
beyond, its influence. ~Had our. position: been less fayourable, nothing could
have saved the vessel, from momentary destruction; and, at .11.30 r.,, with a
breeze from ‘the, S:E., made’ sail through. large leads of water towards the
castern-side of the straits, and, by the afternoon of the 24th had nearly.reached
Point Armstrong, upon. which.the, ice was- resting, and our.course-checked.
There was much driftwood on the beach.of large dimensions, mostly American
pine, the cutter was consequently despatched for a Joad, and some of the pieces
appeared so fresh that Mr, Iord, the carpenter, was of opinion that-two years
is the extreme of their quitting the forest. The wind veering o the westward
during the night set Jarge bodies of ice into the water,we occupied, which was
rapidly filling. Toprevent being forced on shore we wete obliged, .at 8 aat, of
the 25th, to run into the pack, where we drifted according .to the tide about a
mile and a half from the beach; but during the twenty-four hours.made about two
miles and g half to, the N.E;, from which, I am, of .opinion,;when" taken ;with

v

the,quantity.of driftwood, that, is ’tﬁiGQ;th strewed -along . the heach, that, onhis
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sideer et e iRt ctnens to e Ny WhilE Aty tﬁ'g Gihpotite
=, ”’T",” U ls U n,.-.—w-.,‘ FLLT vty i Y ¥4 T ATY .;"‘! J ‘al-’ip m Ay 1 afhl ¢ el c b 1;
one' it §ét§to the-séuthivard; upon~v&lnc‘h theré js'scarcely’ any wood, and’ our,
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rogtess'while sqﬁxlarlj"gﬂ;uateﬁ Avasina, fouthérd difection. "We conitinued
Y RS L ¢ i TINLYE A .’ - By X X NRTEIN ¢ ey i NP I VAR BT,
iftingiii the'pick ‘withiotit meeting hry ¢bstructioh until' 1074, of ‘Angist Tsf,
when'a bitdden aid most tinexpeéted motion of the fck Swépt us. with muchi vilos
city to the'N'E."towards a'low point off whichi'wére several shoals awdsh, having’
[SN AP TR AT, L LK A LI S A L v M AN T IS NI u.':VhiJ -h TR .i:.én:' o
many heavy picces of groinded: ice'upot them, ,twfargs which we were directly,
setting;’ §Epi§a81ﬁ'g f:];e:’gou‘n'd;h’g’sf from 'twgnty'-fqpr*".tg ihné f@f‘hdms and(?,h"a]!g i
destruction'wad apparenitly not' far distant whell most oppartuniely-the ice, rg‘g{%géf
a'little, anld b frésh” wirld,‘coming' from the lgng, sail_was 'm:m"}gdi&t_gl ,made,’
which; “assjsted by Waips, erabled the ship' T ‘be fdrced “ahedd '‘about™ two’
> ,em) Jeb TR RN TR B R L TN YR E AT R AR NS S A AL 18 7.
himidred ‘yards, -that-shot ‘us' ‘clear “of "ice afid “poiiit " into ‘sixteen’ and b haf[fx
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fathoms;-m*wl(uch*wgter‘we rpundgd ‘the shoals.'”* ’;'.‘he Jce . then againl cIosetji,
vy 3ty ¢ o oy sor Vi r. 3Mpe ¥ ¢ PR ‘3o Vit ol e @ WSt sy gt 1
atif‘the ship‘hecame fifed-tintil the 14th, {vl}gg, tht "fog, Which sirice yester ‘aif
hiad Beeft: Yery* dense; cleared imd discoVered'operi water about Half s milé from’
721 B 1 O N S E P Lyt RO e d e RSN R I DR K71t
the Vesseli with the ice'100se abotit ‘her. - ‘At"noon commenced warping, afic ,jﬁj'()

sobes g & ML} $egk M epqipe * 3N 1Y i shy ALYy AR : SIS 3 » .’ez 22 e
$oinl passed fiito’ it with"a light’ breezs fom ' the N L., 'thilt carrid us sonie)

distance along the eastérn shore, At 1'pir. the fo Was 50 thigk that W were!
compelled t0' make fist to a-flgs! ‘h&vi‘r';g, ‘hile Stanidingin shote, stirred up the mud
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while in‘stéys;'shooting from no sofin 1hgs, at twenty-five fathoris to'a quarter less,
thiée, Which conviniced me "of ‘the impratticabilily “of Femaining uinder Weigh,
&8, had e, blierSet o the edch, ‘the’ e Which cathe'n Befofe o fréshehing
rortlizcastel oWt", of ‘Birrow *Straits would Lave " 1dost’ éfféctddlly, dofainied
udtheré. " Previous' to ‘quitting, the ‘foe, Lﬁhs{’.deéiq’o\is “of ‘trying ' what 'éfféct
blisting would Have ipon sucha mass. ™! A'jar containing thirty-six pounds, 6f
poiwder i let ' down'twvelve feet intd the water nedr the' cénter, 'the “dveYage
thickhndss was, eleVeii feet, and its' digmeter four’ Hundred' yards ;. the'y sult'wag
miost shtisfactory; tendiug it in every direction,'$o'that with the gréatéft case we
cotild effdct 4 Passaize’ through any part of it.—Aligust'15th, at 8 'Am., the ‘fog
dléared o-little, Which skBwed the base of the cliffs very'cldse, we' wekedin forty-
two fathoms } ‘haviig' whier (o ‘the westWard, we' ‘instantly made ssil i that
quiartér, atid at T1 kb, Being tnableto S in any, ‘direidtion” again’ made fast,.
hia¥ihg crriied: aiviy ‘the’spalei-bodm in breaking thiquph a neek of ice, whick(
forced the ‘vessel o the wind, causit'it to jib." Our soyndings incicased t0,
stetyLtwd fithoms, and’the 68 'whs ascértainied to'be setting. bodily 4 milé‘and s
hilf a3 hoi to the W.S.W., 5o that wpon’ the weathér clearing, at tirty mitliites
KA. of the '16th we fouild theé vessel had béen'driftéd fifteen miles to ‘the SIW. ¢
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as'there was, however, Water to the castward, every’egertion was madé to reach

i6'by’ Watpiig, and at'3 b subceeded : working” Aloriping ‘the édstern shore to
dcertain ‘What probability existed of being, dble'to 'rbhﬁﬂi’t}ie’,pdclg";mﬁg‘ thus get
itito Barrow, Stiaitd; from which e ‘werc 'not, ‘distant more” than' twenty five
fhiles’; ‘at 9 ‘A, “all hopes dishppeared,” a¥’ atlear view frofn’ the  eroW’s nest
dicbvered the cd’to be clostly 'packed, resting upon. Point Lidy Ross extetiding
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oné unbyoken lihé to the opposité side of the straif. = This deteitnined e, to

ive up all'idea of ‘prosecuting our search'in ‘this 'dir‘(;gitjox;’,"havi}n‘g_xbé'c;'hrf‘oi)l\e‘,ﬁ
n'attempting this passage the latter’ cnd of” one season, and at the commenge:
ment-of another, T considefed it not pradticable, éxtept’ undet’ the favourthble
dircumstance of a continuance of south-westerly winds, which would drive the ice
into"BarroW Straits ; but I'imidgine there would ‘be little ‘difficiilty in coming
fiom the N.E., fioin'Which quarter we found the ‘winds! preyail, ” Our ‘greatest
advancd i that direction was latitude 73° 18’ 43" N., longitude 115° 32/ 30" W..;
dgecordingly; at 9.30 A e hore %p withthe intention of running to,thesouthwaid
of Nelson's Head, and dontiiue our ‘search along the ‘western side of Baring's

Tsland, with the hope of reaching the ertrance of Barrow Strait by that' réuté;

48 from' the réport of Lieutenafit Cresswéll, T. felt conviticed"that hy Bankys
Land 'thére’is & passage from the Polar Sed,’ At 4 par. passed the * Princess
Royal’s” Island¥'with o fine beese's not a particic of Ice to be seen,in any’ direc:
tioft, ‘Which only' d''month previous, hid' presented eroriiious floes, and heavy
grourided masses 1ying against their base "and upor the’ shoal connecting’ thein,
which' e’ considered had. been' theré for yeiirs and ' likely ‘to remain for many
mre ; even the hjze pieces which'had been throin u on thé 'eastern shore had
vanished, 8o, that “evéry vestige of that”formidable’e] emént hdd passéd away
which for- negily cleven thonthis had Hcld us’ in' its’ ﬁﬁ@r@iﬁg’aﬁls«,‘l{quﬁ the 17th
whité néat' Nelsdn's Hedd; with's 'ﬁne]" Brédze ‘feotit ‘thé “SIE., we'expetieticed
2



44

heavy swell from that direction; causing the vessel to-pitch the-hawse-holes-under
and ‘send the sca‘as far, aft' as the fore Hatchway. A circumstance so unusual was

.hailed a3 4 favourable omen, béing & convincing proof that we were in much open

t R B

water, und. at’ 11.30 r.m. rounded the Head; the land for about twenty-five
‘miles to the westward. is rémarkably bold and jofty 3 where Cape Hamilton jut-
ting ‘ot ‘and rising’ perpendicilarly one: thousand feet, presents a grand.
terminationi to it in that direction, from which it gradually recedes to the
N.W., where it loses 'this bold character, partaking more of that remarked
in'thé Prince of Wales' Strdit, being ranges of hills gradually sloping from the
interior ‘to the shoré, having fine valleys and extensive plains, several small
and one considerable river, the water from the latter discolouring the. sea two
miles from its mouth, likewise many small lakes'and harbours, which, how-
ever, would be only of utility for boats, as a heavy surf was breaking across
their ‘entrances. Much drif)t’wobd strewed the beach, and the land was well
covered with verdure, upon which were large flocks, of geese feeding, while
ducks were flying ‘in great numbers, and have little doubt that a walk a short
distance inlaridy would have discovered herds of deer and musk oxen. Nothing
that was on the coast could escape observation, or could anything be more
favourable for the object we had in view, as with a fair wind and fine clear
weather, we ran along it from one to two miles’ distance. At 4 p.. of the 18th,
being off & very low spit of land (Point Kellett) which extended to the west-
ward for about twelve miles in the form of a horse-shoe, having its sea side
thickly studded with grounded ice, while the interior was exempt from any, I
sent Mr. Court (second master,) to examine it, who reported an excellent and
comrmodious harbour, well sheltered from N.W. to S, carrying five fathoms
within ten' yards of the beach, which was shingle and covered with driftwood ; a
set of si%hts were obtained, and'a cask containing a notice was left there, its
position latitude 71° 56" N., longitude 125° 29’ W, ; ‘from this the land turns
abruptly N. by E., and a great change tekes place in its general aspect, gradually
becoming low and flat, so that near the beach it is scarcely discernible, resem-
bling separate sand banks, but upon closing it, a low spit, barely above the level
of the water, was remarked connecting them. The lead may {e considered an
infallible guide along the whole of this coast, as the soundings are regular from
three to thirty fathoms,at from one to four miles off shore ; upon the morning of
the 19th, we left this low coast and passed between two small islands lying
at the entrance of what appeared a deep inlet, running E.S.E., and then turning
sharp to the N.E., it had a barrier of ice extending across, which prevented any
examination : wishing to keep between the northermost of these islands and the
mainland to avoid the pack which was very near it, we narrowly escaped getting
on shore, as a reef extended from the latter to within half a mile of the island ;
fortunately the wind being lifht we rounded to with all the studding sails set, and
let go the anchor in two and a half fathoms, having about four inches to spare
under the keel, and warped into four, while Mr. Court was sent tofind a channel,
in which he succeeded, carrying three fathoms, through which we ran for one mile,
and then continued our course in eight, having from three to five miles between
the ice and land. At 8 r.M. were near two other islands, the ice resting upon the
westermost, upon which the pressure must have been excessive, as large masses
were forced nearly over its summit, which was upwards of forty feet; between
these and the main we ran through a channel in from nine to fifteen fathoms,
when an immediate and marked change took place in the general appearance
and formation of the land ; it became high, precipitous, sterile, and rugged,
intersected with deep ravines and water courses, having sixty-five, a quarter of
a mile, and fifteen fathoms one hundred }y]'ards from the cliffs, which proved
exceedingly fortunate, as the whole pack which had apparently only just broken
from the shore, was within half a mile, and in many places so close to it that to
avoid getting beset we had nearly to touch the land; indeed upon several
occasions the boats were compelled to be topped up, and poles used to keep the
vessel from off the grounded ice, which extends a along this coast ; nor could
we round to, fesrful of carrying the jib-boom away aguinst its cliffs, which
here ran nearly east tid . west, (the Cape forming its western extreme I have
called ¢ Prince Alfred,” in honour of I-ﬁs Royal Highness) there were two
apparently good haibours, about twenty miles to the eastward of the cnpe, the
westernmost had a brégkwater, half a mijle in length, twenty feet high, facing
the north, with enttances on'its ‘east and west sides about sixty yards in breadth :
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the, other: was. circular, about three quarters of o, mile in diameter, with. its
entrance on the west. side., Our critical position would not admit of any,detention,
otherwise they would have. begn sounded; being. very anxious to find a secure
retreat, in the event of having to .winter on this coast., The weather, which had
been fine, with a-south-east wind, veered to.the W.S.W., bringing fog and rain,
so that on the morning of the 20th, our further progress was impeded, by findin
the ice resting upon a point which formed a shight indentation of the shore,. an
was the oply place were water.could be seen. . T'o prevent, being carried away
with the pack which was filling up its.space, we secured.to the inshore side of a
small, but heavy piece of ice, grounded in twelve, fathoms, seventy-four yards
from the beach ; the only protection against the tremendoug polar.ice, (setting
a knot per hour to the;eastward, before a fresh westerly wind,) which at 9 e.m.
placed us in & very critical position, by a large floe striking the piece we were
fast to, and causing it to oscilate so considerably, that a tongue, which happened
to be under our bottom, lifted the vessel six feet ; but, by great attention to the
anchors and warps, we succeeded in holding on during. the conflict, which was
continued several minutes, terminating by the floe being rent in pieces, and our
being driven nearer the beach.—From this until the 29th, we lay perfectly
secure ; but at 8 A.m. of that day, the ice began suddenly to move, when a large
floe that must have caught the piece to which we were attached under one of
its overhanging, ledges, raised it perpendicular thirty feet, presenting to all on
board a most frightful aspect. As it ascended above the fore yard, much appre-
hension was felt that it might be thrown completely over, when the ship must
have been crushed beneath it. This suspense was but for a few minutes, as the
floe rent, carrying away with it a large piece from the.foundation of our asylun:,
when it gave several fearful rolls and resumed its former position ; but no longer
capable of resisting the pressure, it was hurried onward with the drifting mass.
Our proximity to the shore, compelled, as our only hopes of safety, the absolute
necessity of holding to it, we consequently secured with a chain stream and
hemp cable, three six and two five inch hawsers, three of which were passed
round it.  In this state we were forced along, sinking large pieces beneath the
bottom, and sustaining a heavy strain against the stern and rudder ; the latter
was much damaged, but to-unship it at present was impossible. At 1 p.m. this
pressure eased, from the ice becoming stationary, when it was unhung, and laid
upon a large floe piece, where, by 8 p.m., owing to the activity of Mr, Ford, the
carpenter, who is always ready to meet any emergency, it was repaired just as
the ice began again to be in motion ; but as the tackles were hooked, it was run
up to the. davits without further, damage. We were now setting fast upon
another large piece of 1 broken floe, grounded in nine fathoms upon the debris,
formed at the mouth of a large river. Teeling confident that should we be
caught between this and what we were fast to, the ship, must incvitably go to
pieces, and yet being aware that to, cast off would certainly send us on
the beach, from which -we were.never distant eighty yards, upon which
the smaller ice was hurled as it came in contact with these grounded
masses, [ sent John Kerr, (gunner's mate,) under very, difficult circum-
stances, to endeavour to reach it, and effect its destruction by blasting. He
could not, however, find a sufficient space of water to sink the charge, but
remarking a large cavity upon the sea face of the floe, he fired it there, which
so far succeedeg that it slightly fractured it .in three places, which at the
moment was scarcely observable from the heavy pressure it was sustaining. By
this time the vessel was within a few feet of it, every one was on deck in anxious
suspense, awaiting what was apparently tue crisis of our fate. Most fortunately
the sternpost took it so fairly that the pressure was fore and aft, bringing the
whole strength of the ship.to bear a heavy grind which shook every mast and
caused beams and decks to complain, as she trembled to the violence of the
shock, plainly indicated that the struggle would be but of short duration. At
this moment the stream cable was carried away, and several anchors drew ;
thinking that we had now sufficiently risked the vessel, orders were given to let
go all the warps, and with that order I had made up my mind that in 2 few
minutes she would be on the beach, but as it was sloping conceived she might
still prove an asylum for the winter and possibly be again got afloat, whilst,
should she be crushed between these large grounded pieces she must inevitably
o down in ten fathoms, which would be certain . destruction to all; but beforc
the orders could be obeyed & ‘mexcifui‘:px:ovidence. interposed, causing the ice,
‘3 ‘



which' had:Been-Previowsly weakeried to-separtye intylthredipictes, drid it fdatéd
onward:withithe mass; our Bﬁernffgtinl*tjghéfyz jhrhiniéd against bufnof-prétectsd
Dbyt theivessel:which Had! beetiv/fhrowntover "fifteen’ gé:g’r€§s"énd’{ﬁsé;f'b6'dﬁj?
oné foot: eight! inclied] now’dighted-/and "séttled: in::thé wwaterj‘the: ofly daiage
ststained ';w;érg:fsﬁyﬁiai shéefs- of copper ripped off ‘and: Folled Up*like: arSheet of
paper;lbu;i:a:iq_t‘{fati&'dst'éi_l’ip@é?hﬁﬂ 'givéili way,‘or-doés anyileakiige: mndicate the
slightestidefectis Bylirhidnight:the -icewis Stationhiy atd- éverything * duist]
which oititiuedsiuntilthe 10th September'; ‘indeed:frgm the: téinperatiire’ having
fellen 'to 16%with=41l dppediatice:of the:§etting! in:of the’winter, I/ considered our
fartherpiogresd stopped until gkt Fear' ' The crew were'employed colletting

Balldst (of whithjthe§! obtaiiied: fiftyfivetons): and " othéi " affanjgéménts' inakiiig
for siich: ah'eVent ;2 shéotifig uiid other parties made”daily excirsios inland, in
which rambles an:exteeditigl “fBli‘péﬁglmauﬁ‘éﬁ’ca;ﬁﬁméﬁt "was thet-Wwith, and &
hipst/jinteresting discovery of d ratge’of hills composed ‘of "dheeritiré  mnss of
woodl: if.-every ‘stage;. from a! pétrifavtion'ito’ d log fit for fitéwood; many largé
treesiwere amongst itf butffiﬁ"‘él'idegﬁbh;iﬁg{%oi’éxhﬁﬁe ‘them"“they -were found
too muchdécayeéd t6:stand reioval; the' largest picel thilt e hivé beeh’able td
bring' away being thred feet el ‘iniched'in girth and seven in lénjth, “Thiése were
{ound” by-Messts, Sainsbiiry ind Piers at'an elevation 'of ‘three’ hundred féet
above::the ‘beach I(indatitude’74° 27-N:; longitude 122°-32" 15" WY whith'is
strewed -with: qhim@ﬂl”’ah}i&ll%im ‘of wodd; ad are thie ‘watériconres ‘antl ravines
as/far'ag any personhas Walled inland,~evidently "Wished:' down’ by’ the thaw
from' these ligheoughills;¢The-cotintry has-fine valléyswell covered with verdure
and at sonte period: of the; year nust-be-freqiiented by lirge’ herds of"ahimaly,
as-the: heads ‘of musk’6xeli 4rid the well'ipicked: chréases of deéraré everyivliere
met withy ‘many”-qnite, frésh’ two ldite wolves‘iere disturbed ifi“the'nct" of
finishing*a fawn'which: they had just killed,"but only- two'muskoxén were seeh,
bésides a few hares'and-ptarniigat, shiot by ouriparties.- To-day the tempefatite
from a change of>windito thé southwitd tose to 39°, accompaniéd-by ram which
had the ‘effect: of looseninig:the dce; thint the mhain pack separatéd from‘the shore
aboub' half'a mile from the’ship; opening ‘a lane of water about Sikteen miles to
the eastward, varyingin:breadth fromi fifty-to tyro ‘bundred yards, which how-
evér did not ‘promise‘ariy felgase to thé vessel tuitily’11:50 pou., (while the officet
of ‘the -watch 'and: quarter’ master'wete examining the tide pole fixed on the
besah, through ‘a iclé- cut in the ice, about forty yards from the shore, which
puzzled: them both, ‘to 'find: that' they could not keep the-gauge erect; ds it
slipped from theif liands'while endeavouring to, do so;) it ‘noiselessly’ opened
and drifted towards the' pack; which it-was impossiblé to avoid, and were cartied
to the N.E. a knot péi houi ‘at the ‘distance of half & mile fiom the shore, in
soundings' from 107 :to:'184" fathioms., -All 'methods by warps and paws to
extricate the vessel from her periloiis position -proving ‘abortive, having masses
of'ice firmly frozen to her bottom, recourse was had to gunpowder, which fortu-
nately effected. her'release by the".expenditure ‘of 150 pounds, in“charges from
three’ to! twenty-six pounds;-dccording’to the distancé from the vessel, which by

any other means' could ot kiave "been achieved, and saved wus'from beirg set.

against the thick grounded'ice’which'was résting upon Point Colquhoun' (ccitain
destruction), into which’ we’ should-haye beenhurried'by five minutes’ longer
detentior; having barely time to make sail-and'shoot the végsel; without rutlder,
clear of the piecé’ we had'been so long’ frozen to, into the: water, cutting the
hawsers, which canted s’ just- as’it'enteréd the 'solid mass, upon the weather
edge’ of whichi we twice grazed as we worked into the land—when at 7 p.M. of
the 11th'we again secured to a'large grounded floe seventy yards from it in ten
fathoms, ' At 10%sm. bur position Was hazarded by a portion of the rmain pack,
which had extended itself'over -the opei’ water, comirig in violent'collision with
the corner of our floe tu’m_ing" it' partially round, while the smaller ice pressed
with so much strain upon the ship that the anchors began to diaw and hawsers
carry away; the stream chain luckily held until the pressure ceased by the
pack giving way, and ‘out being pushed a few fathoms nearer the shore.—At
2:50 A.M. of the'18th a lane of> water opened about sixty yards from the vessél,

and towards ‘tioon a-rise in -the’temperature to 43°, 'with heavy rain, created

hopes_of liberation-—an object of-the utmost impoitance fiot only with respect
to ‘the views with' which-the 'g&’pgdition was fitted out, but for the safety of the
ship, ‘at "pi"eseﬂt ifi 8 hiost exposed: position, being upon the eastern siéé of a,
lirge bay, opén toltheiwhole upfessurei;:q_t{‘ the'polar pack, and: surrounded-with'
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masses,ofiice sixteen-and;eighteen feet thick,-while;thegrounded:floes are; from
dorty:to sixty.seven in depth.-, j;"Fo-1move these:impediments, or at.all events
endeaygur! the formagionof -4 dock,-blastingwas: h rrecurse; to,-with :charges
from.sixteen: to sixty-five pounds ; thesetmade little impression:except ncar. the
explosion, therefore,a six-and-twenty gallon rum cask;:containing) 255 pounds
-Szv;as-; now-, sunk. five. fathoms. ;; ;\Amongst xthese: largef masses-at :thirty, yards
from, the. yessel jts.effect was m_ost;\c'onc%usive, .shiverihg themito:atoms,-rending
that to-which we were, attached,. and ;was sixty-sévenqfeet; thick: onethe outer
and thirty-fiveon;its inshore edgesaspnder, ; without- thei-concussion- being-very
much;: felt; on board. {1, All-hands:were €mployed ir floating;the Joose. ice into
the, .water, -having \yainly~attempted - to force: the!'shipnthrough "aided.,:by ;a
‘strong: wind: and;-a pine-inch hawser brouglit:to; the- patenticapstan..j;: Stich
registance from ;merely.this,sludge is incredible, which..work:wasicontinued until
the. aft_emoop;of-,!‘thef 14thy-when :all;was.drifted sway,:leaving & snug harboir
forty yards:in ;width; flanked., by sheavy; grounded ; floes;; forming- an excellent

rotection..,.: The rudder:ivas now-hungj in-«anticipation-of aistart-upon the fol-
lowingt morning:;.but, at; k1. p.M:. the .wind freshened. fromt they W.IN: V., bringing
the 'whole pack,downupon this, coast, filling. our:little harbour.with loose.and
small-ice, it entrance being too: narrowito,admit.the large pieces ;. an- enormous
floe, however,. carried 'away:one of ‘our, flanks, but ..without "disturbing:the
vessel, /in 'the - glightest.—At . daylight on.'the: morning,;.of--tlie ‘15th,- these
expectations: were::sadly - blighted,'it blowing:;hard. from ‘W.N.W., with sleet
and snow;- nor was.g drop -of water -to be robserved«in: any . direction,and
the ice apparently, as-firmly, fixed as-in ‘the: depth of winter, the rudder:was
was, again unhung,-which,. with;the thermometer| at.14% scarcely: afforded any
probability.of its being re-shipped. this seasan.iw In:the.courseiof -the forenoon,
Messts. Court (second master) and Newton' (ice. mate). were ‘sent to-examing
the coast:and state: of the.ice.to:the eastward.of Roint: Colquhoin, distant dbout
foux-ymiles ;. thei;report.was :suchy as: to. iconfirmi:the »opinion: previously enters
tained, with , this .consolation, ‘that -the.position which: we:-occupied wds- better
than any they had'se¢n, as-the -ice-to.the eastward was. much: larger and more
massive than:that we were:encompassed: by. TChe soil on:this coast is:composed
of graveliand limestone, and imthé valliesmear the-beich the quantity and’ rich-
ness-ol' the moss is quite surprising:: but.-on. reaching:the +first range- of *hills,
about a'mile distant, a ;thore- sterile landscape fever-iet the-eye:s.the whole
country appcars nothing but one mass of limestone, withiout-the slightest vege-
tation.. The traces, of- animals, so numerous fifteeri miles further west, aie
nowhere jn this barren ground.to be inet withi—On the 17th, the westerly wind
ceased, and was succeeded by one from: the ‘eastward, with a risc of ‘temperature
from 11°to 21%, which by daylight of the 19th had increased to:32°, with watér
extending along the' coast three miles in width:;, We immediately cast off, and
at 7:A.M.rounded the point, from whence thé land- falls back E.S:E. Out pro-
gress was slow from anany,causes ; the. copper being torn, and: projecting  from
four toitwelve inches from the bottom, light.winds;;and an ice-éncumbered sea’
so that at 3 p.m. our-furiher advance was. arrested-by. the. pack touching: the
land, and extending with unbroken line to the northwardids far as the eye could
reach. .Our day’s work did not exceed fifteen miles, when ‘we were compelled
to make fast to the land ice, which along the whole of thisi¢oast is of the most
massive and terrific dimensions I have ever-witnessed. There was little selection
of berth on a coast line'nearly straight, but a. slight-indentation, protected: east
and west by two large pieces of" a broken floe, thirty feet above the water, gave
hopes .of some shelter, when, at 6 p.m., the-water and loose ice, which tas before
perfectly still, suddenly rushed forward at-.the:rate. of:two knots an hour, and
striking ‘against the veseel, forced her from her-anchors with such' violence that
she was driven astern upon & herd point of 'the flog; whichirose her twelve inches,
but fortunately held until the rush:was over,:whi¢h swept 'away our eastemn
bulwark, but didino other damage., . We then warped to the western side of the
floc, where a small space was blasted for the bow, m which we quietly remained
during the night.— At daylight.of the 20th, finding'the ice loose and ‘drifting,
though a perfect calm, a mile and a half.an hour-to the eastward,-cast off, ana,
laying hold: of a large floe piece, was: dragged- along ' close by .the grounded
ice,. which with some .difficulty was avoidec% by shifting :round ‘the ‘floe as it
canted towards it..: At noon, having -a-light air fromthe westward, made sail,
but soon had reason:to regret: it;.as.it %hortly:failetl;a‘and;\ thetice filling-the'land
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water; it gradually forced the vegseliinto theipack; whichihitherto we have been
so inxioustiand i carefiil *to:avoid. :~ A" theh only -hope: of  niavigating+.this sea
consists in'keeping ‘close:to the shore, it'nowbecame ‘evident:that every exertion
must e made by  warping! to régain'the-land,which; underi:the’circumstances
of ithe! ice: beingin’ motior, with much'that” was-smalltand*loose: filling- ap
the'intervals -between : the:larger: pieces, - which' allowed a*securefooting" for
.the: Iﬁen,"wasﬂdiﬂ,icqlt;";hiborious,‘. and ‘anxiouts ‘in' the' extreme, ias, with every
precaution. they ‘frequently -fell *in.  After-seven- hours’ ‘incessant work; ‘we -
succeeded;’ a8 »thernight:sclosed; in.reaching -:a'shuge*and 'solid. floe: that- had
just fbeens upturhed :'three? of :its  sides, being" twenty-five feet -perpendicular,
grounded’in twenty-nihe fathoms:on the outer:edge, and having: ten- and<'a
Balf* upontthe :inner: one,:around which was "scattered ‘' much: debris; part: of
its~ otiginil “delf, ‘that" had: érumbléd from «the ! pressure ‘against - a cliff; i u
which!it<had been-forced full seventy feet,'and where ‘a’ large: mass. was ' sti
remaining, about:a-mile'to: the westwardiof ‘a cape (Austin) four: hundred - feet
in theight;~=whichis' stratified - and .of> the same 'description"as ‘Nelson's Head,—
where ‘we secured;for the nighti—At daylight of ‘the'21st, a thick fog with-hail
permitted a'very circamscribed view, but’as the ice appeared loose in the direc-
tion of: the Cape, at 5 A'M." started, and grazing * ound -it" within fifteen: yards,
found-ourselves in a'large:bay .entirely-covered with ice, formed by another cape
three 'miles:S.E.;" compelling ‘usiat - 6.30"a:M, to make- fast ‘immediately beneath
the'cliff, whose "summit nearly/plumbing. the "hatchways rendered’our position
very unsafe,’ many. fragments’ appearing .90 loose’ from the.action of frost and
waterithat: n: slightconcussion would “have. ‘brought ‘them'down. .. At: 11'aim.
therice eased: a little from ‘the land, when. we ‘again endeavoured‘to force towards
the S:E.; aided by 'a westérly 'wind and' warping, but in.the- afternoon the fog
“bécame so'detise’with dn easterly breezeithat we made fast to- the land floe, in
which:aismall dock was formed with the assistance’of a little powder, about
a' mile' from ‘our forenoon’s position, remaining.until 'the ‘morning" of . the 22nd.,
wherr s little! progress was made ‘towards: the S.E., our operations :by warping
being brought “to'a termination at’ 1 p.m.; having’ reached the Cape:(Crozier)
upon the south eastern:side of'which the ice'was resting: therefore'securing to
a:ridge twenty: feet ‘in height lying at 'its. ‘base, I proceeded with Mr. Court
to its summit for the iurpose of "examining “the coast’ line towards the 5.X.: a
deep bay-extending thirty miles in' that direction, filléd with ice, which was
commencing to move bodily to'the westward, and of a much less formidable a
character to'that we''had been subjected to, while what was' lying along the
shore was small‘and widely detached),\‘ well ‘repeid ‘the toil ‘of ascent. Indeed
sincesrounding' Cape ‘Austin:it has lost much of its' terrible aspect; which led to
' the inference that we were fairly in 'Barrow Straits; and that the main polar
packtakes a direct line from the last-mentioned cape to the E.N.E., and that
which fills these bays and is carried down Barrow Straits, is the comparatively
small- ice *which drifts from: its southern edge;as we have invariably remarked
that' there is a'decidedly eastern current, which impels the enormous polar floes
on that course, while the lighter, influenced by wind, is oftentimes setting in an
opposite direction.’  This Cape (Crozier) is two hundred/and fifty feet perpen-
dicular; presenting amongst 'its debris ‘many intersesting geological specimens.
It is composed of lime and sandstone, having fossiliferous-shells imbedded ; also
pieces of coel and petrifactions of wood, identical with what has been met with
upon other parts of this large island, and upon the ¢ Princess Royal” Isles.—At
-3.30 A.m: of the 23d, altuough not daylight, open water was ascertained to be
at hand from the dark appearance of the horizon to'seaward; the vessel was
cast off, and standing in that direction found:we had not beendeceived. The
wind during the forenoon coming from the westward enabled our ruuning close
along the shore, on which' still rested a line of thin ice, rendering the entrance of
what .appeared: three good herhours inaccessible. :The land was ‘much less
rugged, having small hills gradually sloping to the beach, and large valleys, well
calculated for the pasture lands of animals; but no particle ¢f driftwood could
be observed, which articlehas not been seen, exceptingthe small chips near the
ligneous hills, since rounding point “ Kellet” on-the western shore.—At 5.30.p.m.
our course was nearly obstructed, from the ice resting upon a ‘point about two
miles -distant ; thestudding sails ‘were .taken in, but' almost .immediately
re-set as it gradually opened, allowing just' sufficient space 'for our ‘passage
by ‘topping up -the - lower - booms, the shore'shortly trending more to the
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southward, increased our water, but snow and thick weather, with night coming
on, rendered the land, not two hundred yards distant, barely. discernible. Most
anxious, however, at the close of the season,to embrace.every opportunity.of
getting to.some place .of security, our course was continued with easy canvas,
when under other circumstances we should have most assuredly secured for the
night, and at 7.30 p.m., with the lead going, went from-15.fathoms upon a mud
bank, having only.six feet under the bow, and at. the distance of ten feet from
the stern only eighteen inches, while the stern was in five fathoms ;' the stream
anchor and cable were laid out, which service was well Performed by Messrs.
Wynniatt, Sainsbury, and Court, it requiring four boats in consequence of the
freshening N.W. gale, and pieces of loose ice with snow, which, caking as it
reached the water, formed so thick a coating over its service, and, offering such
resistance, that it was scarcely possible to pull through,—which, with clearing the
forehold and warrant officer’s storerooms, and bringing all the weight abaft the
mizen mast, at 10 p.M. we were enabled to heave off, and brought up with both
bowers in six fathoms and a' half. The remainder of the night was occupied in
re-stowing the holds, weighing the streamanchor, &c.,s0 thatat daylight of the24th
we were in perfect readiness to move. On a view of our position, we found that we
were on the N.W. side of the large bay, whose eastern limit bore N.E. eight miles,
which we subsequently found formed the western point of Banks's Land, and
running to the S.S.W. about seven, which was rapidly filling up with ice flowing
in before a fresh gale from the Polar Sea ; still wishing to see,if any possibility
remained of getting down Barrow Strait, we weighed and stood as far as the
ice would allow to the N.I., when observing from the crow’s nest no water in
that direction, T determined to ‘make this our winter quarters; and having
remarked upon the south side of the bank, on which we had grounded, .a well-
protected bay, Mr. Court was despatched to sound it, and shortly making the
signal that there was sufficient water, we bore up, and at 7.45 A.m., anchored in 4}
fathoms, and that night were firmly frozen in what has since proved a most safe
and excellent harbour,—which, in grateful remembrance of the many perils, that
we had (during the passage of that terrible Polar Sea) escaped, in reaching, have
named it the Bay of Mercy, thus finally terminating this short season’s
operations, being actually cnly five days under weigh. Preparations were now
made for housing in, and everything completed except hauling over the cloth,
by October 1st, which was not dome, that the daylight should be enjoyed
as long. as possible and a saving in light cffected. On that day, as a pre-
cautionary measure, the crew were placed upon two-thirds allowance of all
species of provisions. Upon the 4th Mr. Court was sent with a travelling
arty to connect our position with that visited by Lieutenant Cresswell in May
ast, from which we were only distant eighteen miles. On the 7th he returned,
which service completed the search around the entire coast line of this island.
He reported open water a few miles from the shore (which, gradually extending,
reached the chffs of Banks’s Land) upon the Gth, as with two men he was
examining a few miles to the south-eastward of his tent, that detached the
heavy grounded land ice from their base, drifting the whole party off’ shore to the
N.W. Fortunately, being unencumbercd with the sledge, they succeeded with
difficulty and by much agility, jumping from piece to picce, in regaining the
shore, and that evening no ice could be remarked in the strait, the whole being
set in the Polar Sea. On the 10th, Mr. Sainsbury, mate, with a travelling party,
went to examine an inlet which appeared to run some distance to the S.W. from
the south side of the bay, but upon the following day returned, finding it
extended only twelve miles, the water shoaling, until it finally terminated m a
large marsh, which, from the numerous traces of animals and wild fow], may be
considered as a favourite resort during the summer. As there appeared much
ame in the vicinity, and the weather continuing mild, shooting parties under
%‘ieutexmnt Cresswell, Messrs. Wynniatt, Court, and Piers, and the marines
under Sericaiit Woon, were established in different directions between the 9th
and 23d, so that with what was killed from the ship our supply of fresh pro-
visions on the commencement of the winter consisted of nine deer, fifty-three
hares, and forty-four ptarmigan, all in fine condition, the former having from
two to three inches fat. ‘
The weather during the winter has been much more boisterous, but in each
month several degrees more mild than was experienced in the Prince ol Wales’

Strait, nearly a degree and a half further south, last ycar, which in conjunction
G
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with'the 4animals remaining in-hlmbers in this:locality the entire'wintbr, mist I
suppose be ‘taken as! & proof of:its! mildness;: although-laying -exposed:-to: the
N.W.:winds; direct from the Poldr Sea,: which, upon our-first-being froZen in, led
tosthe ‘anticipation of having to.encounter-a.very severe season’ In:consequence
of: .our favoured position; the.crew-were. enabled to-ramble-over.the hills almost
daily, . in -quest ‘of . gathe, and their exertiohs happilr supplied'a* fresh rmeal of
venison three ‘times “a fortnight,' with:the -ekception ‘of ‘abouti-three"weeks in
Janudry, When'itivas too dark for shooting.! The:sma:l: gaine; such:as ‘ptarmi:
gan and ‘hares, being’ scarce,-were allowéd:to berretdiied by-the' sportsmen as
private property; this healthy' and exhiliratinig ~exercise kept us-all-'well-and- it
excellent ' spirits’ during another tedious‘winter, so: that on'the Vst of- April we
had upwards of a thousand pounds,.of venison hanging-at the-yard:ariis.<: On
wearing'so fair an aspect, and. being-desirodsiof visiting Winter: Harbour, Mel-
ville: Island, 'with the hope of ‘meeting :-anofficer with “whom arrangemients
might . be made in-the ‘event - of :any accidént ‘occurring whichi‘would rrender it
necessary. to quit the ship, I proceeded on the: 11thi withtMr. !Courti(second
master) ‘and'a sledge ‘party for that>port, but il consequencéiof thick weather
coniing on.a few hours after-leaving the vessel, and ‘continuing uiiintermittingly
for several days, we did-not reach until the 28th, Upoti the' 15th we observed a
very. lofty cape bearinﬁ N.E. by E.- thirty’ miles, which!'I- have :called- Queen
Victoria, iu honour of Her Most Gracious -Majesty::(the. sameé"which had-been
remarked last sutumn from the high land near theship;) the land-to the noith-
east’ fornis the  bottom; of Lyddon Gulf, while .that upon' its western- side
stretched to the N.Wi iin-ome"unbroken’ mountain-line as far-as the eye .could
reach, At Winter Harbour ‘we attained'a set.of sights for-the purpose.of test-
ing our chronometers, which were ascertained to be going exceedingly well ; and
having deposited a ‘notice of our visit-under-the same: cairn ‘that Lieutenant
M¢Clintock left 'one last year, upon & large fragment of  sandstone, bearing this
inscription, viz. :—* His Britannic Majesty’s ‘Ships ¢ Hecla" and. ¢ Griper,” Com-
manders Parry and Liyddon, wintered'in the adjacent harbour 'during the winter
of 1819-20.— A . TI'isher, sculp'sit.” " At'6 r.M. commenced our return, travellin

upon flat ice nearly the entire way, accomplishing in.ten days what 'occupie

eighteen upon the outward trip, and reached’the 'ship upon the 9th of: May,
where I had the gratification of receiving the most satisfactory reports concern-
ing ‘our sanitary condition, and likewise that the supply.of venison continued
abundant, having twenty head of deer on board ; in consequeiice, the ration of
venison was increased to a pound and a‘half thrice'a week, as the crew were ‘at
hard work cleining the-holds, collecting'and: bringing off: ballast ' the latter. a
very laborious occupation, fiomthe large space they had to search over in pick-
ing up a sufficiency of stone to complete one hundred tons, which was not
accomplished until-the 25th, after which'we ‘commenced watering, obtaining it
from a lake about a mile from the ship, by. boring through. seven fcet teniinches
of'ice, and cutting o reservoil to receive it, this forming a spécies of artesian well,
which gave'a bountiful supply, enabling the water'to be completed bythe .12th
of June, previous to the commencement of the thaw, which was 4 great advantage
tothe crewas it kept themdry footed. Aboutthistimeflocks of wildfowl; consisting
of swans, geese; and all descriptions of ducks, began to arrive, but finding no water,
merely took a'flight rouid the N.W. extremc of thevland, and returned to
the southward, from which it would appear. that the season is late ;"indéed, the
land is as much covered with snow as in the depth of winter, nor wasct until
the 25th of the month that any alteration took place, whei small strdams com-
menced trickling down the sunny slopes of the tavines,. and little ponds formed
upon the ice.—On the 30th we had an entire ‘day of heavy snow, with one of
the most severe northerly gales that I ever witnessed at 'so advanced & period of
the season ; 'and upon the 1st July found that the icc had ihcreased ity. thick-
ness four inches during the last month, being scven feet' two inthes, n' most
unusuel circumstance, as both at Port Leopold and in the Prince of Wales'
Strait we found a very considerable decrease during the month of' June, the
‘temperature likewise was very low, showing an average of '314°. 'The appear-
ance of the crew at their' monthly inspection elicited a more unfivourable report
from the surgeon than I have hitherto received, evident symptoms of debility
amongst the generality of them, and sixteen having a decided scorbutic tendency,
plainly the effect of the late heavy labour in ballasting and watering ; but as all
our work is now on board, their gradual return to perfect health may be antici-
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pated:without ereuihbesihpothe sick- lishi>-'Oh ‘thé 8thaTuly, Sergbant"Wdon; “of
the Mirines; whilé:in pursiit'of & wotinded deer; unéxpectedly met s’ couple ‘of
nifigk bullswhicli-he-sucdeeded in killing):éviricing theimost soldierlike coolness
and intrepidity daring the entire transaction:’- Haying éxpendedhis-ammimition
dgone oft'the wounded and'infiniateéd mohsters rusHed towards'him; he firéd his
wortii-when- at'al few- yards, but withoutmuch éffect, as he continued his-advance;
evidently, However; Weak ‘froifi 1683 6f blood; till he hdd fedched within six’feet,
whe, putting-his-hedd o thei’ground ?fé"vi’oiié; £0 hig ‘fidal vush‘the. sergeant,
awhis Jast résource; fired: his ifori‘ramrod, Which, entering bétiind the left-shoulder,
assed through the héart'and ‘out: at-theright flank;: dropping higi dead af his
feet, "They drefitie inimals, “gﬁhdsfé"“'grdss_wéig'ht«'l‘is‘x1,330‘p61'1nd’s§ and yield)
‘after dédiicting" offal HNd*hnters! perquisitésy 650 ‘pounds: of ‘excellérit’: heef,
whichprovidential supply iy most opportune,as our reindeer wére' expended last
week: * Two Esquiiminx hutsipon a'small'islét ifi the' centre ‘of the bey, and the
sité’of an ehcamphient o a peaked*hillfon: the westéin' shore of ‘thé mainland,
_are theonly’ indications we have 1het"wij:13 of that extraordinaiy ‘and’hardy people
having:at:some-period dong ‘past-inhabited: this coast’; we Have-now discoyered
traces of them upon all sides, of this igland) but where aré they gone; for certainly
‘there-is- not’ one upon it:at present; or why should'théy ‘have-quitted an island
s0* abounding tliroughout the entire yedr with ganié, except, as' the Esquimiaux
‘interpreter observes, there may be'a great pancity of seals, without which litscious
food they cannot Exist, anid this ‘may be the reason, as vie have seen very-few: -

- - During. the month of - July- the little thaw"whi¢h'a temperature falling to 31°
every ‘night,.and rising only to' 39" and 40° in-theday could effect, has not been
much ; but the wateir drairing ffom the land rotted:-the ice found the entjre bay
‘snd-detached it' from 100 to 300, yards from: the, shote, so that it.has power to
'move; and only requires open water ‘in'the offing to allow of its going out, which
joyful event we entertained hopes of realizing, as'upon the 10th of Eugust some
lanes of water were observed to seaward, and elong the cliffs of Banks’s Land
there was' a' clear spade of six miles in'width, extending. along them as far
ds the eye'could Yeach from the N.W: hills, at an elevation of 1,000 feet,
and'on the 12th'the wind, which had 'been- sometime from the northward,
veered to "the south, which had ‘the ‘effect - of separating thc sea ice from
that- of the~bay ‘-entirely, across_the entrince, but, ‘shortly shifting to ‘the
“north, ‘it closed ‘again-and neyer after 'moved. ‘On the 20th the temperature
fell to 27°; when the entire bay was completely frozen over, and on the 27th
to 19°, so that the whole aspect was cheerless'in the extreme,.the young ice
being two and a half inches thick, so that the whole bay may be perambulated ;
indeed, the summei was faitly gone, for the uplands are all snow-covered; the
,wild fowl all departed, and the flowers which gave cheerful variety to this bleak
Tand are all withered ; the very sedson may be considered .as, one long ‘sunléss
'day, as'since the latter part of May that luminary has been scarcely visible, or
‘his influence -felt ypon those icy masses which'block Barrow Strait 'entirely
acrossy nor do I imigine that the Polar Sea has broken up this season, as nét’a
drop’ of'water has been seen in‘that direction: During July and the early pait
of August the crew were dnily employed gathering sorrel, of which there was o
, great ‘quantity upon the hills in this vicinity, and, eaten as a salad with vinegar,
or boiled, when 1t resembled ‘spinach, was f}('mnd a most admirable antiscorbutic
"andl a_great benefit to all, being cxccedingly relished ;' but that hardy -and
miserable -herbage could not withstand this rigorous summer beyond the' 15th
" of the month.: For:several days the ice had been %erfebtly stationar: and no
watér visible in any diréction, that dlong the cliffs of Banks's Land being frozeh,
go‘that I-felt 'assured that the winter had fairly set in, and all.hopes of any
release this year”totdlly annjhilated, the young ice being five inches'thick.
‘Hiving preyiously determined what course'I should adopt under circumstances
'thus unfavourablé, npon the 8th September I announced my intentions' to the
crew, of sending half of them to England next April, with all the officers not in
- chayge of stores, vid Buffin's' Bay (taking the boat from Cape Spencer), and: the
Macienzip, detaining the remainder with the’ hope' of extricating the vessel
- during the summer of 1853, or, failing that, to proceed with sledges in 1854 by
Poit Leopold, our provisions admitting 'of no’ other arrangement, although we
had already beén'a'twelvemonth upon two-thirds allowance, it was necessary to
'make preparations for meeting ‘eighteen months more, a very severe deprivation
~-ahd ‘constitittional test, but one which‘Gthe service we are employed upon calle
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for ; the vessel being as sound as the day she. entered the ice, it would therefore
be discreditable'to desert her in 1858, when a favourable season would run her
through the, Straits, and admit of reaching England in.safety, where the suc-
cessful achievement of the long-sought-for and almost hopeless discovery of the
North-West Passage would be received with a satisfaction that wiHy amply
compensate for the sacrifices made, and hardships endured in its most tryng
and tedious accomplishment. This statement was well received, and its execution
will, I hope, be carried out without difficulty.—On the 17th the wind shifted to
the S.S.E., and blew hard, which a few days earlier might have been attended
with favourable results; but now it had no effect, the ice being eight inches
thick was too firm to be moved; the sails were consequently, unbent, -and
preparations commenced for housing in.—September 24th, this is.the anniversary
of our arrival; the contrast is very remarkable: we entered -the bay with.the
temperature at 33 and not a particle of ice in it; to-day.the thermometer
stands at 2 with ice which has never moved, and every indication of a.very
severe winter. Upon the 25th October closed the hatchways and housed the
vessel over, it becoming damp and cold between decks, the vapour funnels, of
which there are five, giving a sufficient ventilation ; those over the hatchways
being never closed, carry off all impurities, so that we enjoy a.clear whole-
some atmosphere below; this has very much contributed to the excellent

reservation of our health, and the 26th being the second anniversary of our
giscovery of the “ Passage” and the last that we should all be together, the
occasion was celebrated by a small additional allowance of provisions and an
extra glass of grog, which had the effect of putting all in high spirits, so that
the’ evening was passed most jovially in singing and.dancing.—On November
_ the 8th completed the banking up and other outside work, finally terminating
our winter arrangements on the 18th by covering the upper deck with eighteen
inches of snow. The deer for the last few .days have been coming from the
southward to their winter quarters amongst the ravincs and sand hills ; ninety
have been met with at one time and forty at another, but so very wild that few
have been shot. Our two seasons’ experience show that these animals do not
migrate to the south, as is generally supposed, but bear the extreme rigour of the
climate, and cxist upon the scanty herbage, chiefly the dwarf willow, from off
which they break the snow with their feet, which tapping can be heard at a con-
siderable distance when the weather is caln, and frequently leads to their
discovery. The hares and ptarmigan have also descended from the high ground
to the sea ridges, so that a supply of game has been kept up during the winter,
which has cnabled a fresh meal to be issued twice weekly, and the usual
Christmas festivities to pass off with the greatest cheerfulness. As it was to be
our last, the crew were determined to make it memorable, and their exertions
were completely successful: each mess was gaily illuminated, and decorated
with original paintings by our lower-deck artists, exhibiting the ship in her
perilous positions during our transit of the Polar Sea, and divers other subjects;
but the grand features of the day were the enormous..plun puddings, some
weighing six and twenty pounds, haunches of venison, hares roasted, and soup
made of the same, with ptarmigan and sea pies. Such dainties in such profusion
I should imagine never before graced a ship’s lower-deck. Any stranger to have
witnessed this scene could but faintly imaginc that he saw a crew which had
passed upwards of two years in these dreary regions, aud three entirely upon
their own resources, enjoying such excellent health, so joyful, so happy ; indeed,
such a mirthful assemblage under any circumstances would be most gratifying
to any officer ; but in this lonely situation I could not but feel deeply impressed
as I contemplated the gay and plenteous sight with the many and greuat mercies
which a kind and beneficent Providence had extended towards us, to whom alone
are due theheartfelt praises and thanksgivings of all for the great blessings which we
have hitherto experienced in positions the most. desolate which can be conceived.
March 1st.—-The most dreary and dark time is now passed, and severe and trying
it has been. The cold of the last two months was excessive, January showing
a mean of — 44°, being 17° below the corresponding period last year, and one
day the temperature fell to — 65°, and for twenty-four hours actually averaged
— 62°. Ishould have doubted the correctness of the thermometer (as no former
experience shows so low a register) had it not been well tested the two preceding
winters, when it only fell to — 50°; but, independent of the glass, the fcelings
gave unmistakeable evidence of the extreme keenness of the weather, as for one
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entire week the téemperature never rose above — 40°, the windbeing about S.S,W.,,
from which quarter during both winters we have invariably felt the greatest cold ;
I therefore imagine: that in the interior the land must be very lofty, as.-when
the wind veers to the north, which is’ directly off the Polar Sea, the glass rises,
showing the highest temperature when it is easterly. These low temperatures
have caused much moisture between decks, and from not being able to allow a
sufficiency of firing to counteract the effect of this damp atmosphere, it has been
materially felt by the crew ; the sick list at one period consequently increased to
nineteen, five being cases of scurvy and the same’ of, dropsy, but now happily
reduced to ten, and the surgeon’s report upon the scurvy of the trew to-day
as to their general state and condition is as favourable as I Gould, under
all circumstances, have anticipated. During the last ‘month we'have been
employed gravelling a ‘distance of 800 yards towards the sea ice, with the
hope of its weakening it in the event of our being able to move when the season
for navigation arrives. Upon the 3rd, told the men off that were to proceed to
England next month viA Mackenzié and Baffin’s Bay. They appeared extremely
well satisfied with the arrangement, as I explained to them my object was to
send home all who had suffered the most from the severity of the climate, and
to which another year might prove exceedingly trying, as well as to retain the
most effective men in the event of being detained another winter. On the 15th
the travellers went upon full allowance of' provisions, which I have little doubt
will, before they are'requiréd to start, get them in good condition.—21st. The
weather has been beautiful during the last week ; the temperature, which, until
the 16th, continued almost daily to fall to —56°, the 17th rose to —27°; the
following day to —14°; and on the 19th to +3°, which sudden and delightful
change, 'after the excessive cold of the last three months,'is most grateful. The
invalids are rapidly improving, the majority taking a daily airing of from two to
three hours. ‘The temperaturc at noon to-day exposed to the sun rose to +40°,
so that the extreme severity of the winter is over; in fact, to the present time,
5th April, the temperature daily mounts in the shade above zero, which,
according to past expericnce, is exccedingly mild, and may be considéred indi-
cative of an early break-up of the ice. God grant such may be the case! On
the 15th it is my intention to start the parties destined to make their way to
Iingland ; and from our good sanitary condition I feel but little doubt but all
will safely wrrive. A fatigue party, under the command of Mr. Court (second
master), will accompany Lieutenant Haswell for a few days, while John Calder
(captain of the forecastle), a trusty and zcalous petty officer, will proceed with
Licutenant Cresswell as far as.the Princess Royal Islands, and from the depdt
there will return with as many cascs of potstoes and as much chocolate as can
be brought on the sledge, which extra supply will give an ample alluwance of
those excellent articles in the event of being detained here during the ensuing
winter. To this period we have not lost an individual of our crew, cither by
accident or diseasc ; the officers particularly have enjoyed an immunity from
sickness which is surprising, with the exception of Mr. Sainsbury (mate), who,
since the winter of 1850, has suffered with a pulmonary complamnt that has
cntirely prevented his participating in the arduous dutics of the travelling
parties, or in the morc exciting but not less laborious occupation of hunting over
this rugged and severe country; and Mr. Payne (clerk in charge), who had been
a great mvalid from rheumatism until this last winter, when he has made a most
rapid and wonderful recovery, and at present is in the enjoyment of more robust
health than when he quitted England. T can attribute our excellent salutary
state to the causes previously alluded to in this narrative, in, conjunction with
the bountiful supply of game which a merciful Providence has aided us with,
and has so materially added to our otherwisc scanty rations, as well as the excel-
lence of all specics of our provisions, which are certainly of the best description
I cver met with, more particularly the superior qudlity of the lime juice, which,
as an anti-scorbutic, has proved most incstimable, with the preserved meats
supplicd by Messrs, Gamble, which for weight, exemption from bone, and
excellence, rank in the very highest scale, and that invaluable vegetable, the
preserved potato, manufactured by Edwards.—S8ir, I have nothing more to add
to this narrative, except to state that I forward a list of game killed, and a
monthly mean of the meteorological journal, which has been registered every
alternate hour since leaving England by the respective officers of the watches,
and carefully arranged and tabulated by Mr. Court (second master), which
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completé-tables;i ! hope,.withCother interesting: dhservations; 1t <be enubled:to
carrysafely honie'fid thé.shipst avedd %5 coaeniyrdind w b bt nirby ro
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of ‘the PélarSea;‘activity;: energy; and: arduous duty were.réquired, as'well as
duringthis long.period-of: inactivity, thé&hayesbeeh:charaetenzéd by cheerful-
ness, gropriety;'andgdod conduct, which fully‘entitlethem to'the mdst fivourable
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ROBERT M/CLURE, Comiunnder.
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Her Majesty’s Ship “ Investigator.”
Game killed in the ARcric ReGIONS, ‘

- ' * {Number killed. | Average Weight each, Total Weight.
Musk Ox - - - 7, 278 1hs. . 1,945 1bs,
Peer - - - - 110 70 Tilb
« | Hares - - - . 169 6 4, 1,014 ,
Grouse - -, - 486 Not weighed. -
Ducks « - - - 198 C —_
,Gebse - - - 29 ” s -
Wolvey - - - - 2 " -
Bears - - - 47 " -
e : - . e . - - .
. o Total head killed -, - . 1,005
' ,\‘.'h':.x.'! LML Yage, 007 wabe ‘ [ FREN [ Vi .
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' ‘Heér Mijesty’s Distoyery Ship’«Investigator,”
.. Prince of ‘Walés' Strait, 2Ist'Ottober 1850 °
T Y "M EMORANDUM. L

As it is of the utmost im}ilortance both as regards the national dignity, equally
as a geographical subject, that it should’ be ascertained as far as it is possible,
‘whether the waters in which-we-at iresenq are communicatewith those gf_l,) Barrow
Strait, or terminate in a bay, which, if. the former, . will decide, the question of
a North-West Passage between the Atlantic and, Pacific' Oceans ;—conformably
with such a view it is myintention to proceed, with, Mr, Court, (second master)
and a"party of men upon this interesting service on Monday, néxt, the 214t inst., or
as soon after as I feel assured, that the vesseiwill be i sécurity from the dangerous .

‘ v Il l’ :“'»‘

influence- which may béhg’;iréhended‘fréqr ‘the enstiing spring tides ; ‘as; however,
it is not ‘impossiblé that'during my absence) ifi'conséquence either of 4 distuption
in the'ice or some unforeseen circumstances over which you may have;no 'control,
‘that the vessel may bé driven to the southward, and upon my réturn nowhere to
besee’ﬁ.’ . : YL ' I = A '*l“...l"lw‘,.
#--Tt ' is, therefofe, my direction' that in the event of any 'sich “unhappy occur-
rence, that you exert yourself to the utmost to land-at all hazards upon ‘either
of the islands, as' circumstances’ will render most favourable, the third whalebot
complete,’ and 'the stores as per margin.' 'In the ' v
execution of a service which may be attended Twelve Moriths' Provisions for seven men,
. . ; . . . -at a.daily allowance of :— |

with some difficulty, you will appoint Lieutenant e

r .
cor et

Cresswell and Mr. Wynniatt (mate) to its super-’ St T 11}‘1‘;‘::
intendence, impréssing' upon those officers and gumeskor Flour = - kb
‘the men undet ‘their'orders the pardmount neces- Cocon *:° - - -'lea
sity for their most strenuous endeavours in carry-- 3§ C c C " 0 T
ing ‘this service into effect, as “upon 'its' being Rwa = -° 1 Ll
executed will depend the exXistence of the absent ™~ -~ v
Earty. I feel assured that nothing further need ent (fiame, with 4 pikes) - 1 in No.
e urged to excite the sctive co-operation of all * Lowling piece(percussion dble.) 1
concerned. S L S Nen s T T e
: ShOllld ?’he above take Pl.ﬂCb,: you will ilEOl’l g:ilm??{:esc;\l musl.ct). - 3(;0 igﬁN':).
the breaking up of the ice in the ensuing Powder(fne) - - - ‘iolbs.
sunimer, use your utmost exertions to return to : Fuel (coil, spare spurs, &e) - <
these islands with the least possible delay, where Balcansidge - ** -’ 500 rounds.
(if I find that you do not arrive by the middle of f‘é’&ﬁ‘f}i‘:?ﬁ,‘.‘.’“’ - o 1,000 in No.
- . TR RRATRET 1 cong rum for fuel, .
‘August, I shall considér that you'aré disabled or Buffdorobes - - - - 2inNo.
otherwise incapacitatedfrom carrying these orders  Iacoon blakets, - v- -ty

N PO . Blankets (woollen - .
into effect, and shall most likely push to Port ' cCurpet bosts ") .- 7 puirs,

Leopold) ample instructions will be left for your Fisherman's boots -

”»

future proceedings under a cairn to be erected on P dlothes T o vie
the summit of the large island. Sockiugs -, - B6paim
' As so little'is known with respect to the Toothoe <° - - 14 .
clearance of ice from these waters, it might so Jehwig - -’ 14 o
happen that you may be unable to penetrate Lead (sheet) - - - 10,
during the whole of the navigablc season as far JTewrnought - e O
as these islands ; in the event of such a contin- ' Green'eripe - - - I}o yds.
- 14 pairs,

gency you will consider it your duty, when you Hufboots - - - A5 ot
arrive at the conclusion that all further perse- Necdles, Nais of sizes, Fishhooks and Lines,
‘verance is unavailing iil endeavouring to carry the ' ) ‘
purport of thesc' instructions into cffect, to secure the vessel for the winter in
some harbour or bay, shcltered from the pressure of the heavy ice, so as to avoid
the severe nippings that she would otherwise be subjected to; the consequences
of which to a ship already weakened by a winter in the pack are to be appre-
‘hended. o : ‘ :
Finally, in the supposition that you do not return to these islands, or receive
any other directions, you will in the summer of 1852 endeavour- to recross the
Polar Sea on your return to England, commencing fyour homeward voyage
immediately the navigation will admit, so as to ‘avoid if possible the having to
remain a third winter in the ice. You will communicaté with Her Majesty’s
ship “Plover,” "in Kotzebue Sound,[ and from thence proceed to the Sandwich
P T S LIS I ter .

. v . - N ) -
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Islands to recruit the crew and otherwise refit the vesscl, from whence you will
communicate & detailed account of your proceedings to the Secretary of the
Admiralty. When you have sufficiently refreshed the men you will sail for
England, calling, at Valpardiso, reporting your arrival to the Commander-in-
Chief by letter, should he not be at that place. .
RoserT M*‘CLURE, Commander.

e ————— e i e o e e e e

No. 9.

Commander M‘Crure to Licutenant Haswers, Lieutenant Cresswerr, and
Mr. Wynwiarr (Mate), the Officers in charge of the travelling Parties
from Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship “ Investigator.”

By Robert M‘Clure, Esq., Commander of Her Majesty’s Discovery
Ship ¢ Investigator.” '
Whuereas I consider that it will be fully carrying out the beneficent inten-

‘tions of Her Majesty’s Government, and in accordance with the views of m
. jesty y

Lieutenant Haswell,
South.eastern shoge.
Lieutenant Cresswell, '
North.western shiore.
Mr, Wynniatt, (mate),
North-castern shore,
With six weeks’ pro-
visigns for each party,

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that parties from this ship should be
despatched (although such service may possibly render their rejoining her
doubtful) to trace the southern shore of Barrow Strait, and the south-cast
coast of Prince Albert’s Land, in hopes of meeting some indication of the
missing Expedition under Sir John Franklin, the tenor of whose instructions, if
indeed he has bcen enabled to carry them into cffect, would lead to the sup-
position that {from Cape Walker southward and westward would be the most
probable locslity to glean some tidings of his hitherto mysterious fate—our
position being particularly favourable for prosccuting this duty, thercby to a
certain extent settling a point which has created much and deep solicitude
amongst all denominations of our countrymen—I lay down a few instructions
for the guidance of the respective Officers entrusted with this service, who will
take their route as per margin.

The primary object is most carcfully to examine along the tide-line for any
appearance of wreck, or wood of any description, which might lead to the sup-
position that mechanical labour has been expended upon it 5 if there should not
be any name, or other distinguishing mark by which it could be recognised as
belonging to onc of Her Majesty’s ships, you will take a sketch and its dimen-
sions (if too large to be brought on board), as, upon inspection, it may be found
to correspond with some of the fittings of the missing ships. You will likewise
search upon the elevated ground a little above the beach, where parties would
be most likely to encamp, for any cairn, preserved meat cases, or other indica-
tions of civilised man.

ond. This land not having been previously explored, it is of much import-
ance that its geographical position should be as accurately cstablished and
coast-line traced, as the urgent circumstances under which you arc acting will
admit of, bearing in mind that your outward course is not to be retarded upon
this acccant, as every mile in advance is in furtherance of the object of your
search, and paramount to all other comsiderations; your extreme flimit
must, however, be determined by cureful meridian altitudes and chronowmetric
observations.

3rd. As we have no accurate knowledge at what period the ice breaks up in
these Straits, you will keep a very vigilant cye upon it for any symptom that
would lead you to infer such an cvent was probuble, and when feeling fully
assured such is likely to be the case, you will use your utmost cxcrtions to
rejoin the ship, leaving the whole of your spare storcs and provisions, placing
them upon an clevation, so that they may casily be discernible, as well as
available, for any other travelling partics; taking also the latitude and
longitude, and noting any remurkable land by which the deposit may be
identified.

4th, Upon arriving at our present position should you find that the ship has
been drifted away (a circumstance only barcly possible), you will proceed to
the depdt at the Princess Royal Islands, and there remain until joined by the
other parties (the senior officer then assuming the command ) ; or it, after waiting
a reasonable time, therc is no appearance of them, so that you may come to the
conclusion that they have been able to reach the ship, it will then be necessary
to equip yourself with two months’ provisions, and make the best of your way
to the ¢ Plover,” as Fort Good Hope upon the Mackenzic cannot be depended
upon as o station, where you would be certain of obtaining a supply of provi-
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sions'in the event of having to winter there; and any attempt to reach Port
Leopoldwithont the knowlédge of a ship being there to receive you, or of the
difficulties which may:impede your progress in navigating.an unknown coast,
is very likely to be attended with obstacles which' would place you in ‘a: most
embarrassing situation, all which may be obviated ‘by. making direct for
Kotzebue Sound, and by coasting the northern'shoie of* America you are
certain of open water, abundance of firewood, and plenty of game, neither of
which you could calculate upon in Barrow Strait. )

5th. Having directed your attention to’the principal dbjects connected with
‘the service you are employed upon, as' well as to every point which could
happen relatively with the critical’ position ‘of the ‘ship, ‘and having made
arrangements to meet those contingencies by placing ‘boats .upon the eastern
shore and Princess Royal Islands, with a large dep6t of provisions:and clothing,
I feel perfectly satisfied: that under any of the circumstances embraced in these
orders no apprehension need be entertuained for your ultimate: safety.

Finally. Under the event alluded to in Article 4,. you will consider yourself
detached (provided that you sce nothing of this ship while. going to the
‘“ Plover”) for the purpose of making the best of your way to England, where,
immediately .upon your arrival, you will report yourself to the Secretary of the
Admiralty, enclosing the orders under which you have acted, with an outline
of our proccedings in as intelligible a forin as your remembrance of the different
circumstances will allow. - - o ’

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship * Investi-
gator,” beset in the ice in Prince of Wale$’ Strait, in latitude 72° 50’ Ny,
longitude 117° 55’ W., the 18th day of April 1851. o
\ . (Signed) Rosert M‘Crure, Commander.

Nore—You are to keep a Diary, from which, upon your return, you will
" be required to draw up a detailed account of your proceedings for my
information.—R. M‘C. :

No. 10.

The following is an Apstract of the Proceedings of Her Britannic Majesty’s
Discovery Ship ¢ Investigator,” since parting company with the
% Herald” upon the 31st July 1850, off Cape Lisbourne.

At 520 am, August 2d, latitude 72° 1’ N, longitude 166° 12’ W., made
the ice, which did not appear heavy, but upon entering it a .short distance was
undeceived and ran out. '

August 5th.—In running along the pack edge endeavouring to find an
opening, exchanged numbers with the ¢ Plover,” and at 11 aAM. made a low
shingle beach, to the eastward of Wainwright's Inlet ; at midnight rounded
Point Barrow in 73 fathoms, but from the foggy state of the weather did not
see it. :

August 8th.—1.45 A.mM., being off Point Drew, sent Mr. Court, second
master, and Mr. Miertsching, interpreter, to deposit a notice of our having
passed, who met some Esquimaux that had arrived three days previously ; these
trade with the Russians, and were very friendly ; therefore sent a letter, with
the chance of it reaching the Admiralty. We also heard from them that last
year three boats had passed to the eastward, with whitc men and Indians, which
was most probably Lieutenant Pullen. In the evening erected a cairn, and
buried another notice at Point Pitt. '

August 9th.—Passed the Colville about forty miles from its entrance, in
threc fathoms and a half.

August 11th.—Deposited a notice upon Jones’s Island, which was thickly
strewed with driftwood. In the forenoon two baidars, containing twenty-four
natives, came alongside ; the chief possessed a gun with “ Barnet, 1840,” on the
lock, obtained from the Russians ; bartered tobacco for salmon and ducks. In
the afternoon communicated with another party, who were exceedingly intelli-
gent and clean ; sent despatches for the A£ni1'alty, via Colville, and, from what
the interpreter states, believe that they will arrive. .

August 12th.—Several baidars came alongside ; received fish and ducks for
presents of beads and tobacco. These Idfe adroit pilferers. .
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rAugustrl4th.sgsBunsupon ia:.shoal +éight: iles north ©f; Yarborough:;Inlet,
having, during the last two.daysymarrowly escaped severdl . of these- dangerous
banks, ivhich-are very.little;above the water,: and hidden from view by the ice;
hove, off with. the: stream .anchoiy but, iinfortunately’ upset & whale boat, and lost
eleven casks of beef, hdving to carry sail to prevent being set again on shore.

- August 15th.~~-Found: it impossible to'get two miles in any direction, the.ice
having; closed.from the nortliwardj  resting upon the shoals in that direction, and
to the southward, the low bankswhich.we grounded:upon yesterday; anchored
to-await some favourable change. ... ... . .. .

. “August 16th..—Ice. to. the northward of the shoals slightly eased, : leaving
about 150 yards of open water ; weighed and warped through two cables’ length of
ice to get into.it, which.oceupied six hours of hard labour, so heavy was the pack.

. August' 17thi—At noon the weathér, which had been foggy, cleared with a
breeze from N.E.;. made. sail through heavy sailing. ice, .occasionally striking
violently ; navigation .along this coast very dangerous, the sand-banks being low
and numerous. Latitude 70° 30'.N., longitudc 148° 4’ W ., L

- August, 21st.—=Made. the Pelly ‘Islands off the Mackenzie ; since the 17th
have encountered very. heavy ice ; ran ninety miles-into a bight, which brought
us to the solid pack ;: fortunately we were enabled to run out of it before it closed.

August 24th.—Observing some huits a little to the westward of Point Warren,
sent despatches for the, Admiralty,, with the hepes of their being forwarded by
the Hudson’s Bay Company ; this tribe, however, have no traflic with them; but
barter with others farther west; who.tiade with. the Colville, giving as their
reason that the.Hudson By Company had given the Indiang water which had
killed many of them, and they.did not wish.to have any. They appear savage and
warlike, and are.at enmity with their neighbours. Brought the despatches back.

August 30th,—Observing a.post erected on the beach, ncar Point Maitland,
in Liverpool By, éent t6 exnmme it, and depésit a notice of our passing ; found
it was an‘ Esquimatix mark, who"apparently had recently quitted it, there being
several cachés containing birds and fish. ’

In the afternoon, while approaching..Cape Bathurst, observed Esquimaux on
the shore ; upon communicating with them, found that they belonged to a tribe
now at Cape Bathurst, who were catching whales, and the same who had seen
Siv J. Richardsondast year. In the evening, being thick and getting into three
and o half fathoms, ‘ahchored between Baillic’s Islands and the main Jand.

- August 31st.—Proceeded to Cape Bathurst ; tribe consisted of three hundred
very friendly ; would ' go south in three wecks; gave them despatches for the
‘Admiralty, a gun and ammubdition to the chief, and many prescnts among them ;
and, judging from their intelligence and cleanly appearance, have great expec-
tation of their reaching. : o
. September Ist.—Off Cape Bathurst ; many natives came on board, and being
nearly calm, remained .until the evening, when a breeze ispringing up, we took
our final leave of the Esquimaux:upon the Amecrican coast, fully convineed that
neither the ships nor ‘any of the crews of Sir Ji Franklin's expeditionr have ever
rcached their shores. They appear a quict, inoffensive people (with the
exception ‘of those at Point ‘Warren, which the Cape Bathurst tiibe have no
dealing with), and:would assist any white people thrown amongst them.

The whole of this ¢oast-is shallow, biit with the lead may besately navigated,
the soundings being very regular; the shoals terminate about thirty miles to the
castward of Yarborough Inlet, and water varying in breadth from onc mile to
forty, may be calculated upon along shore, between the beginning of August
and 10th of September, according to the winds, more or less ice encumbered,
but the natives state that every ycar the ice opens from the shore ; we found the
prevailing winds from E.S.E. to N.E. 4 o

September 6th.—At 11.30 Az, being to the northward of Cape Parry,
remarked high land from N.'by E. to E.N.E.

Scptember 7th.—At,9.30 A, landed and took possession of the discovery,
and named it 'Baring Island. The land is bold upon the southern side, being
upwards of 1,000 feet in height, its northern being Banks’s Land; erected a signal
pole with black ball, and left a notice m latitude 71° 8" N., longitud~ 122°
48 W, . " '

September 9th.—Observed Jand N.N.E.; named it Prince Albert's Land,
which'is continuous with Wollaston and Victoria Land, and extends north to
latitude 73° 21’ N,, longitide,112° 48’ W :

~
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' oSeptémber 11th.—Ship-beset, latitudé. 72°152/, longitudeld 17031 Wy bt ice
in motion. Jod e
- - Qctober 8th.—Since the 11th'of last month, -have: beén-drifting: in the patk ;
narrowly escapéd destruction'several-times, until: with & Heavy-nip:at 8:a.mi this
day, which listed the ship 3};'we were firmly fixed:for the.space ‘of nine months
in:latitudc» 729_47’, Jon itudc,‘ 1\17 :34’;: i " NG ETINEI Kifa O8 O L L
*+ October 10th.—Took possession of Prince Albert’s-Land, distant four miles. . Lat. 79046’ N
October!-18th.-——And to-day, ¢f the:Princess-Royal Isles; lying in the centre Long 1175 45107 W.
of Prince of Wales’ Strait, distant four miles from thé ship.::.There:is.erected a
large cairn, pole, and ball ‘upon its summit, and have .deposited three months’
provisions for’sixty-six men, besides leaving a boat.and some ammunitior.; -
. October 21st.—The Captain; Mr. Court; and party started td-trace this'strait
towards'the N:E.*© * 0 0 L0 0T e e T -
. October 26th.—Discovered the entrance mto Barrow. Strait. in latitude
731.30":N,, . longitude 114°.14". W.,;* whicheslablishes the existence of a north-
west passage. !
‘October 30th.—Five musk ‘oxen shot upon Prince Albert’s Liand,-which ter-
minated. our operations for 1850, <« .- o by " " Lieutenant Haswell
April 18th, 1851.—This day despatched three travelling parties to search the = Lat.700 58,
coast-line, under Lieutenant Haswell, to the 8.E. towards Wollaston Land; Lieu- | Log. v
tenant Cresswell in the direction of Banks Land; and Mr. Wynniatt (mate) to ~ Lat, 740 16,
the N.E., who respectively reached the position, ‘as noted in the margin, and | Lo 1175 40' W.
. \ R r, YYynniatt,
traced the coast as per the accompanying chart. : o “Lat. 72° 6' N,
June 2d.—The Captain and Mr. Miertsching (the interpréter) communicated Lo 107° 42"
with the Esquimaux upon Prince Albert’s Land, about sixty miles south of our
position, who had previously been met by Lieutenant Haswell: -They traced the
coast-line as marked in the chart, and state that there are many of their tribes
inhabiting the land towards the south, but that they-know of rione to the north-
" ward ; they are a kind, simple people, and have never before seen the white
man, at whom they were evidently alarmed. - b
July 14th.—Ice opened without any pressure, and the vessel v as again fairly
" afloat, but so surrounded with.it, that we only drifted with the pack, having been
able to use our sails but twice, and then only for a few hours, up-to August 14th,
when we attained our furthest northern lposition in Prince of Wales’: Strait,
latitude 73° 14’ 19” N., longitude 115° 32" 30" W. . T
August 16th.—Finding our passage into Barrow Strait obstructed by N.E.
winds sctting large masses of ice to the southward, which bhad drifted the ship
fiftcen miles in that direction during the last twelve hours, bore up to run to
the southward of Baring Island. ‘ ‘
August 20th.—Latitude 74° 27" N., longitude 122° 32".15"” W., have had
clear water to reach thus far, running within & mile of the coast the 'whole
distance, when-our progréss was impeded by the ice resting upon the shore ;
secured to a large grounded floe piece in twelve fathoms; ice appears to have
but recently been detached from this coast. 5
August 29th.—Ship in great danger of being crushed or driven on shore by
the ice coming in with heavy pressure from the Polar Sea, driving her along
within ‘one hundred yards of the land for half a miile, heeling her 15°, and raising
her bodily one foot cight inches, when ‘we again becamic stationary and the ice
uiet.
4 September 10th.—Ice again in-motion, and ship driven from the land into the
main pack with heavy gale from the S,W,
September 11th.—Succeeded in getting clear of the pack and secured to a
large grounded floe, latitude 74° 29" N, longitude 122° 20’ W,
September 19th,—Clear water along shore to the castward; cast off and
worked in that direction, with occasional obstructions and several narrow cscapes
from the stupendous Polar ice until the cvening of the 23rd, when we ran upon
g mud-bank, having six feet under the bow and five fathoms astern 5 hove off
without sustaining any damage. '
September 24th.—At daylight, obscrving Barrow Straits full of ice and
large ‘masses setting into the bay, determined upon making this.our winter
quarters, and finding a well-sheltered spot upon the south side of the shoal upon
which'we last hight grounded, ran in and anchored - in four fathoms, latitude.
74° 6 N, longitude 117° 54’ W.; this night. were frozen i and thave not since;
moved. The position is most er\'ce]l('nlt;i being well protected from the heavy ice
2
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by ;he projection of the reef .which throws it clear of the ship six hundred
ards, iy .

y“The currénts along the coasts.of the Polar Sen appeared to be influenced in
the direction more or less by the winds; but certainly upon the west side of
- Baring Island. there is 4 permanent set to the eastward ; at one time we found
it as much as two knots during a perfect calm, and that the flood-tide sets from
the westward, we have ascertamecf beyond e doubt, as the opportunities afforded
during our detention along the western shore of this island gave ample proof:

The prevailing winds along the American shore and in the Prince ot Wales,
Strait we found to be N.E. but upon this coast S.S.W. to N.W,

A ship stands no chance of getting to the westward by entering the Polar
Sea, the water along shore being very narrow and wind contrary, and the pack
impenetrable ; but through Prince of Wales’ Strait, and by keeping along the
American coast, I conceive it practicable. Driftwood is in great abundance
upon the east coast of Prince of Wales Strait, and on the American shore also
much game.

‘In this vicinity the hills abound in reindeer and hare, which remain the entire
winter; we have been very fortunate in procuring upwards of four thousand

ounds. :

The health of the crew has been and still continues excellent, without any
diminution of rumber, nor have we felt the slightest trace of scurvy.

It is my intention, if possible, to return to England this season, touching
at Melville Island and Port Leopold; but should we not be again heard of| in all
probability we shall have been carried into the Polar pack, or to the westward
of Melville Island, in either of which any attempt to send succour would only
be to increase the evil, as any ship that enters the Polar pack must be inevi-
tably crushed; therefore, a dep6t of provisions, or a ship at Winter Harbour,
is the best and only certainty for the safety of the surviving crews.

No traces whatever have been met with, nor any information obtained from the
natives, which could by any possibility lead to the supposition that Sir J. Frank-
lin's expedition, or any of his crews, have ever reached the shores we have visited
or searched; nor have we been more fortunate with respect to the ¢ Enterprise,”
not having seen her since parting company at the Straits of Magellan, the 20th
April 1850.

I’)I‘his notice was deposited by a travelling party in April 1852, consisting of

Captain M‘Clure, George Gibbs, A.B.

Mr, Court, 2nd Master, » Bounsall, A.B.

John Calder, Captain Forecastle,  John Davis, A.B.

Serjeant Woon, lg.M., Peter Thompson, Captain Fore-top.

Whoever finds this, it is requested it may be forwarded to the Secretary of
the Admiralty.

Dated on board her Britannic Majesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Investigator,” frozen
in, in the Bay of “Mercy,” latitude 74° 6’ N., longitude 117° 54’ W., April
12th, 1852.

Rosrrt M¢Crure, Commander.

Unless there is a vessel now at Melville Island it. is not my intention to
revisit it, but make the best of my way down the Straits.—R. M‘C.

No. 11.

Commander M‘CLURE to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY,

H. M. Discovery Ship ¢ Investigator,” Bay of Mercy,
“ Baring's ” Island, 10th April, 1853.
Sir, (Reccived 7th October.)

In the event of our not getting to England this year, I think it necessary to

acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioncrs of the Admiralty,

what our operations will be, to effect that object in 1854, that their Lordships

may be enabled to take such co-operative measures for our relief as may appear
expedient.
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- Should the ice break up in this bay sufficiently early to permit of onr getting
through the Straits this season, and finding the water open to the eastward of
Leopold Island, it would be my object to push forward, without stopping to
take on board any provisions from Port Leopold ; but if; contrarywise, the ice
should be thick towards Lancaster Sound, I would, if possible, proceed to Port
Leopold and complete a twelvemonth’s provisions, and then risk wintering in
the pack or getting through, in preference to remaining at the above poit 5 if,
however, we are detained in this bay until next year, it will then be requisite to
leave towards the end of April and make for Port Leopold, where I'am aware
that there is a good boat, a house, and ample supplies ; and, when the navigable
season opens, proceed to Ponds Bay, coasting along the south shoré of Barrow
Straits ; arriving at Ponds Bay, and if finding from the Esquimaux that no
whalers have as yet been there, I should ‘there await their appearance as long
-as my provisions would admit, and then go down the west shore of Baffin's Bay,
keeping close along the land floe, where whalers or their boats are almost certain
of being met with ; failing this, I should cross to Discoe with the hope of getting
a passage in some of the Danish vessels, which come there annually and leave
about the beginning of September, or, being too late for them, either charter or
purchase one of their coasting schooners which I believe trade amongst the
settlementr, if she was capable of standing an Atlantic voyage; could neither
of these be accomplished, we must of necessity remain until the following season
at that settlement. Should any of Her Majesty’s ships be sent for our relief,
and we have quitted Port Leopold, a notice containing information of our route
will be left at the door of the house on Whalers’ Point, or on some conspicuous
{)osition; if, however, on the contrary, no intimation’ should be found of our
1nving been there, it may be at once surmised that some fatal catastrophe has
happened, either from being carried into the Polar Sea or smashed in Barrow
Straits, and no survivors left. If such should be the case, which however T will
not anticipate, it will then be quite unnccessary to penetrate further to the
westward for our relief, as by the period that any vessel could reach that port
we must, from want of provisions, all have perished ; in such a case I would
submit that the officer may be directed to return, and by no means incur the
danger of losing other lives in quest of those who will then be no more. As,
however, it may occur (as was the case with Sir John Ross) that the ice may
not break up in Prince Regent’s Inlet during the whole summer, it is as well
to provide against such a contingency ; if such should happen,"it would be
necessary to winter at Port Leopold, unless apprised of the locality of any ship
that might be sent for our relief. which I thini might be accomplished without
any very great difficulty, as although such vessel may not be enabled to get far
up the Straits, yet as Admivalty Inlet would be pretty certain of being clear of
ice, she might proceed thither, and in some secure bay freeze in, and when the
Straits were firmly frozen about the middle of October, a small travelling
party could be despatched with the intelligence ; the whole would then proceed
to her, and although rather late in the season, men working for their lives are
not. likely to be discouraged by a little cold.

Whatever may be the final termination of this long, tedious, but I hope not
unimportant voyage, I beg, Sir, that you will assurc their Lordships that in every
stage I have been guided entirely by what 1 have considered to be my duty in
prosccuting to the utmost the object for which the expedition was fitted out ;
and although we have not succeeded in obtaining any information which could
throw the slightest clue upon the fate of our missing countrymen, I hope that
the services performed in the tracing of a very great extent of coast line, the
discovery of much new land, a portion inhabited by a simple and primitive
people not hitherto known, and, above all, the accurate knowledge of that Passace
BETWEEN THE ATLANTIC AND PActric Oceans, which for so many hundred years
has baffled maritime Europe, its very existence being almost considered sceptical,
will, I trust, be considered events sufficiently interesting and important, to
elicit from their Lordships a favourable consideration of our services.

I have, &c.
* Rosert M‘Crure, Commander.
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.SECRETARY, -OF THE ApMIRALTY. t0, Commander M‘Crure, H. M. Digcovery;Ship
‘el, " . h oy n;‘ o ,V T ‘l, ’tt‘ IpYes.tig:&tor’,," > :‘x’ ‘l u"x)‘.““‘ I :?{f('u.‘ ﬂ‘.;
cLUSIn s v - o Admiralty, 7th Octobert 1853.. ¢

., 1" aM'commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the. Admiralty to acknow-
ledge the receipt of the despatches forwarded by you on the 10thi:April:last,
delivered at this office :by. Lieutenant Cresswell; aud, in which- you: report:the
cbxlr\xfletibxi of the North-West Passage...~ - . .. . .5 - 1
. My Lords have perused the narrative of ;your proceedings in search of ‘the
expedition under Sir-John Franklin.with equal interest and satisfaction:;: and; as
& mark of their approval of the great exertions and untiring perseverance with
which that  search,,.though unavailing, was. prosecuied ; have been pleased this

U '
IR SRR

day to frpni,qte you to the. rank,of Captain.. AT
.. .My Lords desire. that you will signity-to the officer8, seamen, and. marines' of
the ¢ Investigator,” that their praiseworthy and excmplary ‘conduct throughout -a
trying employ, entitlesithem to thejr Lordships’ highest commendation ; and that
the.return. to their country.of officers.and men who have so-worthily distinguished
themselves, is anxiously: looked for by their Lordships. R
S y - 4 1 have, &e. . - AT
/ S " (Signed) W. A. B. HamiLton

1.
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Procee&ings of the Squadren in the Arctic Seas, under the vCorﬁmand
‘of Sir Edward Belcher, C.B. ' oo

'
)

' No. 1.

Sir Eowarp Bercuer, C.B,, to the SECRETARY oF THE Apmiravrry, London.
H. M. Discovery Ship* Assistance,” Winter Quarters, Northumberland Sound,
. Sir, | . Sept. 22nd, 1852, Lat. 76° 52' N., Long. 97°-W._.-

. Bemve at this moment about to examine the coast (by sledge) easterly to Cape
Becher and Hamilton Island, I take this precaution, in the event. of any party
from the “ North Star” visiting our cairns, to afford the latest information of our
proceedings. . ‘ : , ‘ . o

On the 14th'of August, as my despatch left with Commander Pullen would
inform you, I quitted Beechey Island, leaving there Captain Kellett with  his
instructions, and who would-see the “ North Star” safely docked before quitting.
Steering on, we passed up Wellington Channel without observing Baring’s ‘Bay
or the (feep indentations of the new chart, nor the Mount I'ranklin of De Haven,
On the morning of the 16th we noticed a,very remarkable pile on & hill, appa-
rently the work of man, and immediately moved on in the ¢ Pioneer,” examined
it, and obtained my first well-fixed position in these regions. The pile was found
to be merely the remains of a dyke, which, being harder.than the surrounding
matter, had remained until it had acquired a height of 20 feet, about 14 in the
meridian, and 6 feet E. and W. The position of our cairn, about 100 yards south
of it, was in latitude 76° 12’ 52" N., longitude 92° 48’ 42” W., evidently the rise
from the point where one of the searching parties observed in 76° 13 distant
about two miles west from us. But the bays, formed north and south, free
from ice, do not exist in any manner worthy of more than slight indentations.
The ice, or snow (as the southern land is very low) must have deceived.-the
previous visitors. I think I may safely say that not the most distant hope of
any communication by sea exists in this direction with Jones’s Sound. - Although
from the fogs and . vapours, which werc particularly noticed irom the ¢row’s
nest on board, and by myself from the dcck, exhibiting et iimes the appedrénce
of smoke from fires,—l am inclined to suspect extensive lakes or arms
of the sea, &c., running parallel to the northern land, and possibly connect-
ing by some very narrow neck, but westerly, much as it would otherwise mate-
rially influence the tides in this region. I now speak deterininedly in calling
things by their proper names, at least if any tides are acknowledged in the
English Channel—regular rise and fall, ebb and flood. Leaving this position,
and having already made my mind up not to interfere with any land which could
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thave:;been "séens'ahd tnamed’ by Captain:Penny's-peoplé;: I pushed;.on:tosthe
.westwatd, -reaching sCape Becher:aboutimidnight, where & deposit.of forty-two
daysprovisions fofjten’ mer: was well secured, and notice’of our movement left.
:Pasging westerly, we reached about'4 pim.ithe extreme land. Here.I. erected a
very conspicuous- cairn, and . from the summit; ‘aboit 1,000 feet:above thelice,
-obtained ;a view.of the distant' land, easterly and southerly to- S.W:., where: it
iceabed, at.- what I shall continue to consider as Cape Lady I'renklin, reseiving
‘the.name of Sir John for the base of my hill.. Butfrom hence the view from‘Cape
Becher was:entirely cut off, by anintervening point-not less than twelve miles,
{The coast line, diminished much-in length, WllthWGVGf accommodate Captain
"Penny’sinames, giving to the island next to me Crocroft;ind Point Sophia,and
{the. points.of others his different names, 1 .- . /1. -, C e
., 'The land.on which ‘I stood being veritably newly discovered,'I took jpossés-
sion in due form .as :% Mount Percy,”and' the territory. “Northumberland : of
‘North . Britain,” at:the samé time naming the éxpanse of islet-covered seh
‘beneath me, ‘ Northumberland Sound.” . AR
" The floe ice having closed ' in here on the outlying islands, compelled me . to
geek for security for the vessels which the Sound happily. afforded; but.as'it
«continued to. press in; no-time was to be lost in selecting-a spot where she might
securely winter,. This fortunately offered about three miles westerly, where the
vessels are.now well frozen in. - ! Con
+*.0On the 18th I made an excursion to one of the highest peaks of the outlyin
morth-wéstern island, fromwhich I obtained angles to Cape Lady Franklin, as wel
asi to the:southern'and westermost land, where it'secemed to trend away S.S.W.
trie. The next very distant land’ bore N.N.E., about 30 to 35 miles, béing
.nearly the computed distance whichwe were from Cape Lady Franklin, I specially
reinark these computed ‘distances, to show that,-under the most favourable
circumstances, in this'climate, and with first-rate- instruments, I could barely
at~such distances, be'sure of the objects presented to my view; and ‘even
then I asked my assistant to satisfy himself that it really was land which I'took:
:ufs far,therefore, as my observations from this point, and those of Commander
:Richards; from.a much higher mountain, abotit five miles easterly of me on the
.main, are concerned, there is no visible loom of land betweén Cape Lady Frank-
lin and the newly-discovered land N.IN.E., or by actual observation 143° 2’ of the
‘horizon. "From the free:motion of the' tides and floes:(in the direction here
perallel to the channel, say N.N.W. and 5.8.E.) I am satisfied that we are now
Tn-the: Polar Sea, composed, in all probability, of a great archipelago of islets *
‘and-sandbanks. ‘ P . Co
Time was now too precious to lose in waiting for open water for the shi}l)';
‘indeed;- I judged’ correctly in. estimating the  season” closed, and immediately
determiied on boat and sledge works It.was first intended to take two boats;
but the' former ‘Arctic men thought that-appearances indicated firm ice or floes.
For:my own .part I.determined to secure my great object of settling the position
of all we had seen already, and of being properly prepared for further operations.
‘Theslight:ice -boat, built after a model lent to' me by Captain Hamilton, and
named after him, was attached to my sledge. Commander Richards had -the
second sledge, and .Lieutenant - Osborn the third. Provisioned. for twenty one
days, and ith & precautionary depdt sent overland to a bay likely to 'afford
gshelter the party started on the 23d August. It was soon: found that the
pools and cracks between the floes could not be managed by one boat, and she
little better than pasteboard as to thickness; a whale boat was therefore added.
It is immaterial now to mention particulars, but on the 25th we landed on a low
point, where the coast turns suddenly to the eastward, and discovered the
remains of several well-built Esquimaux houses, not. simply circles of loose
stones, but two lines of well-laid wall in excavated ground, filled in between by
about two feet of fine gravel, well paved, and withal presenting the appearance
of great care,~-more indeed than I am willing to attribute to the rude inhabitants
of naigratory Esquimaux. Bones of dcer, walrus, seal, &c., numerous. Coal
found. ‘ ' ’

* The addition of the whale boat rendered the movements of' the other party
80 slow, that I was compelled to move on singly, leaving Commander Richards
to complete the coast-line search from his advanced station as long as his provisions
would last (one sledge having swamped and spoiled the greater part). On the
ovening of the .27th August, the anniversary of the action of Algiers, I took
possession ‘of :the first-large island seen‘iﬁ'om' the former.station, naming:it, in
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compliment to the gallant Commander-in-Chief, * Exmouth Island ; the summit
named * Milne Peak,” our .second in command. To the eastward of me
lay a long table island, to which Commander Richards would repair and connect
it withour survey. From the summit of thisis land, 580 feet above the sea, and
in latitude 77° 15°, I had anticipated the satisfaction of commanding a most
extensive range. 1 was mircrably disappointed, and after watching two suc-
cessive days for hours through snow storms for merely some glimpse of the land
I had now to seck, I was barely rewarded by ascertaining that an open sea of
about scventeen miles would enable me to reach it, if the wind permitted ; for
the boat, when sledge laden, with tent, bedding, provisions, &c., was not very
safe, even on the Thames above bridge. Fortune favoures us, and by aid of
sails (tent bottom) and paddles, we reached our destination the:next afternoon,
after six hours’ toil. The jce then moving on to the land completely entrapped
us; but we were safe on terra firma. Thick snowy weather continued, with
bright gleams at times, affording us occasionally glimpses of Exmouth and
Table Islands. I took possession of this new agdition to Her Majesty’s
territories under the title of “ North Cornwall,” in compliment to His Royal
Highness the Heir Apparent. Waiting to secure the position, which was deter-
mined to be in latitude 77° 33’ 30" N., longitude about 97° W., and having
ascended the highest poiut of land (within three miles N.E.) and satisfied myself
that I commanded the north-west extreme for a radius of.five miles at least,
and that no land within the range of Exmouth Island (seventeen miles distant)
existed westwardly of me, I returned to the beach ; and, having hauled the boat
overland to clear the ice,which had entrapped us, launched in the open water,
and pulled along the south-western line of the island about seventeen miles,
where we landed and encamped for the night. i

This position proved to be the southern angle of North Cornwall, situated in
77° 28’ 50" N. The weather still continued thick, with occasional snow falls,
and hiding most of the objects which I was so anxious to obtain ; indeed, barely
sufficient of Exmouth and Table Islands to secure my position. But in the
eastern horizon, wherc the sun at times shone brightly, I was enabled, from a very
elevated position, to satisfy mysclf that no land was visible in the eastern horizon
for thirty miles, and the castern low extremity of this land, North Cornwall,
about ten miles E.N.E.

Throughout this very interesting search not a particle of driftwood has been
noticed since quitting Village Point, and not a trace of human beings. Animal
life seems to fail after quitting Exmouth Island. It is possible that the snow
may have covered many objects ; but we noticed them even where heavier snow
had fallen on Table Island.

If our unfortunate countrymen have “taken the floe, and drifted with it,”
their case is hopeless. If we may judge from the aspects of the floes, where
they have come into collision, or where they Filed themselves in layers over forty
feet on the north-western extremities of the islands: the feeling was disheartening. .
We noticed nothing equal to it in Melville Bay.

Our only resource now is the close search of the const linc west and south-
westerly, and north and easterly, for any traces of vesscls or crews.

The tides in the parallel of 77° 30’ arc regular cast and west, the flood coming
from the cast, and that tide to the north appearing to prevail at a depth below
the ordinary thickness of the floe, as we frequently noticed detached heavy
masscs drawing some eight or ten feet, passing rapidly and forcibly against the
weather floe edge and a stiff breeze. The boat was on one occasion so forced
to windward and stove. . :

Finding little chance of better weather, young icc forming, and our position
being very precarious in such a frail boat, agninst the glassy ice cven now on
the surface, we took advantage of the lull, and fortunately cffected our escape
.aunder great difficulty to Table Island,—the day following Exmouth Island, and
forward, rejoining Commander Richards and party before leaving Village Point.

I cannot take leave of the little boat without expressing, in common with all
ber crew, our ndmiration of her most perfect adaptation for the service contem-
plated. She had, it is true, sundry severe injuries 3 but, under Providence, we
escaped and returned safely. Siic has yet, I trust, much to earn before she is
laid up with her “ honours due.” She was named the “ Hamilton,” in compli-

ment to Captain Hamilton, who kindly Ient me the model from which she was
lanned. From our examination of this Northern Sea, I now feel convinced that
the so-termed Smith’s and Jones's Sounds are connected immediately with this
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¢ Northern Sea. If Franklin passed easterly ‘through Lancaster Sound, to try the
openings of Jones’s or Smith’s outlets, we may yet fall upon his traces, as my own
spring movements will:carty me in that direction. Commander Pullen -or
Mr. M‘Cormick may have already in parts ettled this important question; they’
were fully impressed by me with the importance of that course of search. '

Our parties returned to the ship on the 8th of September, having been absent
but sixteen days. It was satisfictory at all event. to find, .that the opinion I
had formed of the season had been fully borne ‘out, the vessels. being securely
frozen in from the period we quitted. o L

So rapidly indeeg did the ice appear to be uniting in one common floe, thdt
immediate preparations were made for sending out autumnal parties, with the -
depoOts for the southern spring search. The 13th of September was indeed fixed

" for starting; but gaps were noticed from our hill, (one of the highest in this
vicinity) “which entirely stoII)ped our proceedings. - _

Eventually on the 22nd, I determined on endeavouring to search closely by
the coast-line between this and Cape Becher, as our rapid movement might
have caused some little object to pass unuoticed—not probable.

This letter was-intended to be-deposited at the depdt there, for Commander
Pullen.. Circumstances, now to be detailed, prevented our getting more than
one-third of the distance; our return we had'to be grateful for. On the morn.
ing of the 22ud, the same sledges 'and leading officers started on this Service
unfortunately without a boat. Having reached and pitched our tents for the
third night, on an island about twelve miles to the southward of Mt. Percy, or
eighteen from the ship, the ice'also betraying symptoms of great weakness; bad
weather set in, broke up the ice, and cutl us off from communication with the
mainland for more than a week, reducing us to half allowance, and materially
dcpressing the spirits of our men. Tood we had in a walrus, which we killed ;
also plenty of fuel.. But no.one knew how long this imprisonment was to last;
and the anxiety too often expressed for very low temperaturés, was' uncommon
in these cold regions, At length our wishes werc in some measure realized ;
the comminuted floes froze once more into ice that bore, and we escaped to the
main, skirting its cdge until we gained a safe landing at night, after sundry
unpleasant escapes. Further expeditions this season were cut off, not only by
the severity of the cold, but by the sca maintaining a temperature which

. prevented heavy ice from forming.

I now (having retained this letter) proceed to add my observations on our
late cruise. The subject is one which requires but little comment, viz.,, the
visual discoveries of Penny. It is my wish to give him cvery credit, for he' is
entitled to much for what he has donc. He has evinced a masterly and vigorous
intellect, beyond the usual powers of men not educated for surveying operations.
Here, however, 1 cease. '

It is probable that he saw beyond what he had any right to see ; but our
longitudes, &c., will evince, not in the right direction. "Therefore, although I
disclaim any mathematical right he has, bi willingly give him up all his possible
radius of vision from any pomt which we can see, and from which, although
never visited by him, we might be seen. .

I have, therefore, throwing overboard the true bearing as well as the possi-
bility of his seeing our points of the termination of the Queen’s Channel, retained
the names of Sir John and Lady Franklin as our turning points (notwithstanding
an island intervenes, cutting off Cape Becher at about twelve miles to the south-
ward). 'The names he has given may be scattered over the intermediate points.

On my return the ship was housed in, stores landed, and every preparation
made for winter. As it had been intimated to me, that magnetic observations
on a complete scale during the winter, would be important, an observatory was
constructed on shore, and the declination magnetometer set up. I ambappy to
say, that volunteers from both vessels arc engaged upon this delicate but tedious
duty ; and I trust that our records may be able to tell their own tale.

As my next despatches will be sent by the spring travelling parties, to meet
Captain Kellett to the S.W., and Commander: Pullen to the S.E., 1 will wait
until the period for starting arrives, when I hope to be able to state our pros-
pects and intentjons more fully. ' ‘

I have, &c.,
: Epwarp Bercue,
Captain Commanding Arctic Expedition.

1
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Returned within a few
hours of her time.
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~+Captdit Sit'E; Bétosen, C:B)'£d the' Sedheiany of the: ApMmavry, Tionddn.®
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i Ag:ib:is possiblé) thiatieitherithe officer: despatched: by-Captain. Kellet; or-that
from: Commarider:Pullenimay:call-at! the/cairns iwhere.these'slettbrs maybe
depusited, in conformity with instructions givenijto,+tHose.officérsiofi thed4th
Aungustilastyes.s 2 con b peitins o0 e caeg et wlt Tl hred v o

. ‘T Have now-to acquaint.you;.in;continuation of. my last (which' accorfpanies
this) for:theinforniation: of imy*Liords"* Commissioners of :the . Admiraltyy:that
but one case of sickness:andi déath:has: occurredrin -this : division, viz., ithatiof

Willism Cutbush R.M., who departed-this"lifet-on-27th-February;faftér & long

and tedidus illness of diseased.dungs;aged thirty-four: . .. ~.:. = vitasros 1

. Thisiisthe third of :the.selected-marines of this:ship; unfit for this'service. :i
"The crew generally: have:been maintained:in+good health..and. working.condi-

tion, and-at this present momentiate prepared. to'start on:the‘sledge duties:"

. Between the'22d ‘and !20th-ult,; Lipushed over ia:dep6t of .provisions amount-

ing to.1,224 irationsorfifty-one ‘days for' twenty-four men (to .CapeLady ,

Franklin). ¢ The party>was commanded by Commander Richards, and returned
in good spirits without a.casualt(y, ehich, at this early season is; I beli¢ve, dlmiost
without'@rééede‘nt.l.-:' e Srd ol B ey Bl b v T iyt

'« The winter. has-been severe, as:low as +-62°:5 .our spring, or first part of
"“March severe; 8s:low as ~ 57°5, and-again as high'in a few days following,

a8 +27 ; mean of ten.days consecutive, +9°5. .- T «
: - The general opinion :I have been-able to form as to a‘very early’and mild
season, has: determined. me..on; sending forward: the south.western searching
divisiom underCommander - Richatds and Lieutenant  Osborn; with four icom-
missariat sledges.forthwith; ‘These commissariat sledges willy seriatim, continue
to victual the detachment for periods:of five, eleven, sixteen, and twenty-two
daysy at the end of which time Commander Richards and Lieut. Osborn, will be
left with forty ‘days’provisions each, having, it is to'be hoped, searched 200 miles.
: . "The first sledge returns'to the ship on the tenth day; second, on’ the twenty-
second ; third, on thirty-second ; the fourth on fortieth day from the date. of
setting out.-; - C e e Pl SRR

I purpose moving nearly about. the sime time: (or' possibly waiting for the
return.of the first-sledge) torthe N:E:; following up the search of lost season
towards therhead of Baffin’s'Bay, where in all probability I may mect with some
one ‘from, the ¢ North:Star.” -+ .o T woob IR

Until the ice breaks up, possibly June or July, it is quite impossible to form
any plans for the ‘ship. * Indeed, much ‘will :depend-on the.great’ western’ move-
ment of: the ice beforé any navigition can be risked in these seas, ‘where the tidé
has suchfatal influence-if. caught outside any-of the curves of shelter afforded
)y the islets ‘between -this -and /Cape' Becher ;'and then it' must be ‘on :the

t

eastern sides of them (the islands). - =i o ‘ -
~ At this moment. the.amount' of provision: remaining forthis-part of .the
bquadron:is as pérenclosed: ¢ i Trre ST e T e e

. 7iAll wre in'good’ working -condition, and as farug a géneral surgical exnmination
(18t and’ 14th each month);”no decided cases ‘of ‘scurvy have appeared—soft-
ness; tenderness, arid"spon%idessnf ‘gums,, and-in One.:or two cases ‘edenhatoiis
swéllingsin those of ;a scrofulbus-habit; have- béen noticed and :watched ;' but
otherwise I should be disposed:to. think:that the crew are in.better condition
thanthey werdin: Auguit last, sMiistard and cress; beer bitewed on board, added
to the other suppli¢si furnished 'by: Government, occupation’ and amusemént—
all:have aided in keepihgrup the spirit-of entetprise did eageiness o' dapirton
the present search: =" 1 sb o} el ettt DR otk T 00
i In sending:forth- theses detachments I feel that 'bhiey ate composed:of no' ordi-
nary mien From ‘the period of comtissioning 1to the present'ddy, punishijent
igilmost, 1!believe; uknowd s2dn Hact; ¥ do’not believe that iy cat 'wis'éver
constructed! Considering, also, the deficiency oftatiy-spacies of polick‘and the
peculiar license permitted.onithis service, it appears as if the crews controlled
themselves;iopaeteirestrained more by moral influence than on other service.
One'copy ofthin goes to: 77 N¢, longitute 105° W., to meet Captain Kellett

e ep e & e o . demracee N
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oz, higofficer.s the other~to Cape Beoherstp meettany onesent by«Commander,:
Bullen g, huf it.is even possibleithat. the:shipsmayreach: InglisiBay, should,the.
duty be complefe here, beforétherlatter:Gan be:takenawag,  n-d s it

~49un moxements from sthence; willymatkriallyidepend on the zeports, given by
the officer, on. the state of the ice.inWellington, Chamnelssy =63 bybuns bau ofig

L If gve succeed intefiecting all e contemplate in thiy region. before the 1st:of,
July,.there, will. be.nothingito detain.ushere, i ButiifCaptain, Collinson's:expe-;
~ dition:should, have:made  any. progress.eastetlyy it.can only-be:in. this northern:
paralle] that he.MLéulilsmndrwye,cha£9&o£=e§¢ape- i3 ortingtees il e fee
~Qur position. is;, safe,, and ' might. bemaintained iag. a:depdt, if, instructions
reached in time: the men mig%t, ng';quhgnge,d,h&c:f 3 But.once;smoved.. from.
henge, I.do not.think any;safe, position.-qonld be.found wutil reaching,Siv. Robert
Inglis’s Bay (Cape Becher):is s it ool in wxe hrewn odi o o o o
., A8.the,sledge.crews are zeady;to,start, temperatire, ~+4°, and rising, I.must,
close, assuring, their, Lordships. that, I haxe:qwﬂr{. hope'ithat, the dutyordered,
will confer further credit onthe. officgrs. to.whom I'have-entrusted itiz !, ;5
1My own; healthy thenk God,js goad,.end; will;:I trust; enable me to; execnte
all, that may be wished, either- under: the;present or,altered instrngtions. -:. j,;:

s

RENE (G YINS SN PRRICA TR TR R VE: I haV@, _&c;h) ::J"i S AT N AD A .
won bt Mon Bl Benont e alh 5 004w NDWARD (BELCHER;, Captdin ...,
womr i e e w0 ean e Commanding the Arctic Squadron.
~.Dledges started 4upami;; 10th Aprily- ¢ o, . . st e Daoniie

- .Postscripr.—20th' April 1853.—Mr. Loney; master, with Mr:iAlldid, master,
* Pioneer,"" despatchied to- place:a'depdt to N:E, yeturned-yesterday :allwelli’no
casualty, and successful. . tolg Nona s ao e L S s ey
- Mr. Grove (mate, ) ifirst retutn from Commiander Richards, :artived to-day : all
well, as per letter of ‘Commander Richintds' encloséds . A: tracing of ‘the.newly:
discovered and corrécted land, with lines of-search, accompanies this—I hope
but a:foundation for something of fiore importance before July mext: - All are
well, and continue to execute their duties, which, when' complete{-I -hope to lay

-
1

before their Lordships according ‘to‘their merits: ~©¢s - . L1 r
- e LRI L el g AR P "i»I dn]’ &c.’ B RN S RN
cwgeat ke Sy s Epwarp BELOHER: |
Yot RN , e Y. e et Mer o ab oy ey e AR "; "‘.,“ S
. . RIS A ‘v\;. ol T :‘;‘ "i:‘“ri.“-«- —, T ‘.'" Z‘,. e ‘r""‘ IR
B R P [ - MR (It SO NIV P N

et e . D, Lvkw to Captain Sir B, Beroges, CB. . T o)

w0y o e w0, HGMGBs ¢ Assistance,”,-Northumberland. -Sound,

© Sir, Lat. N. 76° 52/, long. W. 97°. 8d May.1853. .
../:IN compliance. with: the drders..Jeft: by you:that I should report.to you by
Jetter my . praceedings .since, leaving .the- ship. on the 10th ultimo; with the
(division of sledges under. the..orders ‘of \Commander Richards, so that a-copy
might .be .forwarded: to+ Cape. Becher: aloig iwith the . despatches for -the
Admiralty, I have the horidur:to.inform -you.of my return to the ship this day
ab.11 A, having accompenied Captdin s Richards's, party-as far as-lat. N: 76°
27(, lQng.~Wn‘103° 1(85- Ty e ot h gl

RYRTEN
v

i L BRI ST AN { Wt P s A
i+ On-Sunday the 16th of April, at 4. p.m. .1 left the. ship, in charge of the-sledge
5t Lady Franklin,” in company..with the:sledges * Sir Edward,” ““John Barrow,”
“ Reliance,” ‘. Success,”;and * Enterprise,” théswhole under the orders of Com-
-mander G. H.-Richards:: .. . P T A T VR PR B
The first night we.encamped-on the north end.of Spit Island, about sixsmiles
-from the ship.:. On the .night of -the-14th, we were about. two orthree miles
from'the dep6t oniCape,Lady -Franklin;-on the south shore of Queen’s Channel.
:On.the:15th, -we crossed the entrance of a channel running to-the S.W.; and.dn
the, afternoor of the 16, the sledge ““Enterprise” (Mr. Grove) deposited on' the
land a five days™ dep6t. for the - other sledges :.'and on the morning of. the. 17th,
started on his return to'the! ship 5:the. others ‘at:the same:time proceeding to the
cwestward,. - b i T L e BT LT e ‘
Our course was at first to the northward, afterwards to the southward of west,
steering from pointsto point of the-dand. = I3 % wor e [T )
- At pvicofthéi24th, we. réached -4 leveloplain: running out from a high hill
~which .we hid had; in‘sight for-some days previously, and.whick!has for: the pre-
 sent-been-calleds Cape Fortune.>: Fhis; by Captain: Richards's:dead reckoning,
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is. situated ' in- latitude N. 76°-27’, longitude W. 103°°18". Here we buried
our six-days’ depot for the other sledges, 'cover;'ng it up'with'earth and small’
shingle, there being no-stones in the neighbourhodd. o

.On the morning of- the 25th, the Lady Franklin started on her return to the
ghip, and reached the first dep6t on the evening of the 29th.” On examination,
it was found that, although strongly built of a-double wall of stone, the top and
part of one side had been pulled down, and several things taken out of the cairn;
but the only sign of any serious damage done was an empty box, which was
supposed to have contained a mixture of stearine and oil for fuel. The articles
taken out were replaced, and the cairn strengthened as much as possible. There
were numerous tracks of bears round the place. ‘

‘Finding that this dep6t had been disturbed, I thought it advisable to examine,
the state of the grand one at Cape Lady Franklin. On reaching it on the
morning of the 1st of May, I found that the flag had been torn in pieces, two
oars broken through the middle, two large casks and a small one rolled away
from the side of the boat, and a number of preserved meat tins pulled out from
beneath it. Some pieces of wood, the end of an oar, and a leather thong were
found deeply marked by’the teeth of some large animal ; but so far as we could
see, no damage had been done to any of the provisions. The only tracks of
animals visible were the fresh foot prints of foxes around the boat, and of deer
in the vicinity, but no doubt this must have been the work of bears or wolverines.
We replaced the casks, &c., and then started for Northumberland Sound,
following the old sledge tracks as closcly as possible. Next afternoon, when
within about four or five miles of Spit Island, we found that the weight of snow
on an old pack had broken it down in several places. There were large cracks
and holes through the ice, and the surface was in many places covered with
water, in consequence of which we all got wet feet, and two of the men fell into
water holes. On reaching Spit Islané we encamped for the night, and on the
morning of the 3rd started for the ship, where we arrived at 11 AM.  On our
way we found that there was open water between Spit Island and the low
island, about half a mile to the northward of it, as well as betwcen the south
end of the former island and the opposite point, so that, in all probability, the
ice surrounding this island will break up very early in the scason.

Although we had the tempcerature for three successive days, 20° below zero,
when we started in the mornming, and although on one of those days we travelled
for some hours against a strong breeze, we were fortunate enough to escape with
only superficial frost-bites of the face, fingers, and toes, none of which
incapacitated the men from work. Besides these some slight cases of illness
occurred, but not of such consequence as to prevent the men from sticking to
the drag ropes.

The only person sent back as unable to do his duty was:George Harris, A.B,,
of the * Pioneer,” dttached to the sledge Reliance, who complained of cough,
pains in the chest, and cramps in the region of the stomach. Thomas Marshall,
coxswain of the launch, H. M. S. ¢ Assistance,” and one of the crew of the
'sledge Lady Franklin, was sent to the Reliance in his place.

At none of the points of land at which we touched was there the slightest
trace or indication of man, civilised or savage, ever having been there. The
foot prints and dung of deer and hares were common, and eleven or twelve of
the former and one of the latter were seen, and some of them fired at, but nonc
were killed. The deer were said: to be entirely white, with the exception of onc
buck, which had a brown spot between the shoulders. At Cape Fortune we
saw the track of a large animal, supposed to be a musk ox.

During our progress to the westward, we did not see any footprints of bears ;
but on our return found them numerous and of several sizes, apparently fol-
lowing the outward bound sledges. One night two of them had been within
twelve or fitteen yards of our tent, although the dog which we had with us gave
us no hint of their vicinity. We occasionally crossed the track of a fox, and
found numerous marks of lemmings far out on the floe. One of the latter,
caught about five miles from the nearest land, was the only animal killed during
the journey. )

The geosogicai formation of the couutry to the westward, from Cape Lady
Franklin, is chiefly of a coarse grey sandstone, forming gently sloping hills with
intervening valleys and plains, in some places covered with soil. In places
where the lantl was clear of snow, it was found' covered with last' year’s plants,
chiefly saxifrages, poppies, and grass and sceveral species of lichens and mosses,
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Having now given you a general summary of my proceedings whilst attached
to the south-western division of sledges, I shall reserve the details of my journal

i

for your return to the ship, .

)
+ I

T have, &c., . ' -
" D. Lvauy, M.D, Surgeon.

Mo. 4.

Lieutenant CueynE to Captain Sir F. Bercuer, C.B., for transmission to the
SECRETARY O¢ THE ADMIRALTY. S

e

Her Majesty’s Ship « Assistance,” ~ '
Winter Quarters, Northumberland Sound,
Latitude 76° 52’ N., Longitude 97° 0’ W.
Sir, : ~ ., 8th May 1853.

I nave the honour to report to you proceedings up to the day of my leaving
this for Cape Becher, with your despatches, letters, &c., for England. Dr.
Lyall, in command of sledge “ Lady Franklin,” arrived on board Her Majesty’s
Ship # Assistance,” at 11.30 am. on the 3d instant, having accompanied Com-
mander Richards in the western division to a cape named, (pro tem.) Cape
Fortunc, situated in Lat. 76° 27 N., and longitude 103° 18’ R’V In accord
ance with your ovder, I have opened Cuptain Richards’s official note
addressed to you, and herein transmit a copy.

“ Capc Fortune, latitude 76° 27, longitude 103° 18" W, nearly.”
“ Sir, “ Sunday, 24th April, 1853, 5 p.m.”

“I mave the honour to report to you the arrival of the Division under my
command at this point, which I have named (pro tem.) Cape Fortunc., Dr.
Lyall will leave to-morrow morning for Northumberland Sound, with the ¢ Lady
Franklin’ Since parting with the ¢ Enterprize’ sledge, we had been passing
along the north shore of a group of islands, named by me the Deccption 1slands;
that coast has been satistactorily examined, but no trace has been discovered of
the missing expedition. ‘The strait or sound between these islands and Cape
Lady Franklin, 1 reserve for cxamination on my retwrn. The coast, so far as
we have come, is deeply indented with bays and inlets, but as all the floe we
have been passing on is old, I hope to be able to complete them all with the
assistance of Lieutenant Osborn during the present season. By the ¢ Lady
Franklin’ I send back George Harris, of © Pioneer,” belonging to the sledge
‘ Reliance,” who has been suffering from cold and cramps, and is totally unfit for
the arduous service. I have retained Thomas Marshall of the ¢ Lady Franklin’
in his stead, otherwise, I am thank{ul to say, we have no casualties. From my
second Lieutenant Osborn, T am.receiving that ready support and valuable
assistance which his experience and intelligence render him so well qualified to
give me, and I have cvery reason to be satistied with the conduct of all
comprising the Division.”

1 have, &c.,
“ Georet Hrnry RicHARDS,
‘ Commander, Commanding South West Division.”

The opening in the ice that had made between Spit Islend and the south
extreme of this sound, has enlarged a little, and the ice in that direction wearing
away fast, so as to be unsafc In many places to walk over. It promises an
early break up. Mr. Herbert’s sledge the “ Success,” will be duc on the 17th
instant ; a boat will be in readiness to meet him at Spit Island, in case the ice
should becomc worse at the north west end of it. The duty of the ship is
proceeding as speedily as our very small force will allow. Everything is going
on satisfactorily. I start this evening for Cape Becher again, with the letters,
having got good independent and equal altitudes for rating the chronometers.

I have, &c., .
Joun P, Curyng,
Lieutenant and Commanding Officer.

I3
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sy, | CLIG as 49, goﬁmumc:ite with Cape Becher.

.. Her Majesty’s Ship ‘ Assistance,” April 21st, 1853.

THE keg contains despatches for Goufhiander Pullen and the Admiralty. It
is. not to, be opened by, any :officer but{Commander Pullen, (or his. supey,or) until
it Teaches his hands. SPTELHAIG & SuT D TL. 3l

The despatches enclosed to ,Cqmmande.r Pu]len wﬂl be opened by him, where
he will find furtlief ingractiond. . [ * '

Sy {War's R ﬁw"'

AJl let,ters, ~pub11cxpr' pmvate; are to; be enclosed in one official cover, and sent
Her, Majesty’s Service to the Secretary of the Admiralty, from whence. they
vnll duly forwarded 5 aqd no;person directly. or indirectly to; commumqate
with England but throu k' thig chinnel, .in order that. Hpr'Ma_]esty s Govern-
mentcmay have the ear 1est mformatlon, and be, preyared to furnlsh correct

Pt

mformatlon. TS IR

, ; This.may prevent. much unnecessary;pam ‘and i mconvemence to :the fnends of
those intérested in our labdurs, : -~ .0 " R

<" Commander Pullen and :all oﬁicers will‘ see that these mstructlons are ngldly
camedout R P E e

It is probable that the Assxstance will be at or near Cape Becher during
the month 'of, August thelefme, aily-dispatches which ‘may arrive, are to be
fql:warded ‘to 'meét the shlp by the eastern side of Wellington Channel, cullxng
at:Point Hogarth _which w111 be a principal rendezvous. “At all events, as the
dlstance on the Present posxtmn, ere the ship may t be ice- -bound, 'is ‘not. more
thp.n four day’s easy march; the officer should "be instructed (and’ provisioned)
to move on and communi¢ate with me. Indeed, this duty must’ be imperative,
‘ng the fida] determination of my movements rust depenid'on the co-operation of
he ‘external’ dlvxslons, should it be' found necessary to abandon the "vessels next
season. -
. The officer ]eavmg this, will deposxt such 8 frack cha,rt, ab wxll cnnble uny one
moving. beyond Cape Becher, readily to, find the ship., . C e
.+ He will.also leave on his cau'n record,. any uddxtxonal mtommtlon -which. he
mn.y -have: to;commumcate. TP S T TP
e The ,recOrd" are to be! c0p1ed ‘but'on, nb account removed as they are 'e\spe-
cially i ended for partles*amvlng from thie westward,’ who may unﬁn'tunatelfy
mlssourquarters. Y Froent “"" E
, leen under my } hand on board Her ,Mq;esty 5 Shlp o ASblStahC(’ § thlﬁ let
day of April, 1853

kis ' ¢ !
o :

~‘J;A :" } ¢ 1 [ ,-‘ 1 " 1' ‘v), N ‘,; N N ;
(Slgned) EDWARD Bercueg,' ' '
" Gaptam Commanding Arctic bquadron.

L ¥l

ST RN M
NIBETE 1t should be’ﬁecessdry to’fox‘wnrd ‘an officer on to me, I wish
‘Mr. Alston (mate) to be entrusted with that duty —E. BELCHER

. If the officer. who calis for ‘these des{patches hai' the' Jneans ‘of keepmg them
 safe; and dry, he cai take them out of the kcg —-—E B

, . |
. .
ve P " “oa iy 1

'By S1r1'l(‘ldwari:lr Belcliery Kﬁ CzB., Oaptam of °Hei"MaJestys

e Sblp Aqsmtance, ‘and Commanding the Arctic Squadron.

Whe:-eas isydaen 'obpﬁrtddlty‘niny offer to forward to the Adm1ralty the
documents connected with this service, and IMOreover, enable me to detail effec.
tually the operations of thosé under my  comimiand. ~

4 Y
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C ,The Commanders and all others wnthln the 11m1t oﬂ S LN S

7'..

It is my direction, that every officer ir ’Hofﬂﬁfh"ﬁ&odﬂvda&l‘-‘ﬁp‘oﬁqéacﬁ oﬁéer
entrusted with sledges or other detached service:mifir diigioforifull written
reports or journals; within a reasonable enod after:the: i'étu.m fofyedch  officer 3
and that such reports.be duly, forwardec ,undzr icyverdonme;.-dily mgned a.t~
Beechey Island, gy évery possible opportumty w'l QUL wolls

£3

The state and condition will alsv be forwarded; *wit'hrlconteifts* &c on the
envelope. These will be opened, copied, and forwarded by*'Gomm“audei‘ Pullen,
or the senior officer in my absence. But the originalgdyé ;46> bt reé@rved until

my l'etllrn cﬂl {3 { (_'\j‘; W )u h)q{
-3 ”1 IR .;’»“ ISR u{/r,, i
vy oo «Given under. my. hand;.on-board Her,:Mgjesty’s, Ship & . Assistance;?
Vil HNorthumberland Sound;:20th. APrll J853;, o
g P LR 1% u.xf GURT Pty ?\J{‘ [ ,_,r,,‘_;”, RN \m‘t
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Captain Sir E. Brerciir, C.B,, to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMiRaLTY, London
\ -:' PR ', gty y " , \ oty - o Ly g o at
o o ' Her Majést)’s‘ Ship“"Assistance,” "1' ‘

S]l', ! Co Northumberland Sound, 28th April, 1853.

' Tue return of Lieut. Chevne without dlspatches, and the annexed notes,of
Commander, Pullen, leave me so utterly in the dark, as to prevent my merely
stating more_than that I have learned of the arrival of Commander Inglefield,
and that despatches had been deposnted for me at Cape Becher, as Well as at
Point Phillips.. . . . |, RN

From o, newspaper 1 gather the 1ntelhgence that Commander. Ingleﬁeld has
taken charge .of the ¢ Isabel,” vice Beatson; and coupling: her: motiens with
those of the ‘Prince’ Albert my instructions felative to “her; and - the -total
silence of. Commander Pullen as to the contents of .the said-dispatches, &c.,—

I cannot imagine that anything can:possibly be contmned therem at. all aﬁ'ectmg
the important duty entrusted to me, *

* 1 have already lost ten vdluable days of thn very short seasori, and mtend
without further delay, ‘starting on the 1stMay, ds in my former communication.
As the note of Commander Pullén will not entitle ‘me to expect any ofﬁcer of
his, at Cape Becher before: the 20th May, T'shall take caré: before that period,
to have the latest informiition deposited. thete, and:if possible; so'arrange, that
both officers shallmeet® aiidl’ converse, as'well as find’ theé missing dScuménts.
After a very careful consideration of all that Lieut. Cheyne has to communicate,
I am not inclined to blame any one until the error is discovered ; but on such
a service, and regarding a dispatch which might affect the safety of ships and
lives, I feel that I should do wrong if I'did not impress on the minds of the
defaulters, when discovered, that, when they volunteer for service which entitles
them to honour, chance of promotion, and high pay, the country demands
a very strict adherence to the essential duties.

I shall leave full instructions with the officer left in command to report fully
the latest information“rédeivéd’ from Commander Richards (through Com
mander Pullen), with any other' matter of iniportance.

At this moment all the stearine, and.great part of the spirits of wine, have
been expended for the duties ordered

LA et eyt o dra s r:‘iﬂ‘,x-v-u RS T . [ I
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The avaliable fuel now on board is :—.

" Alcohol, 38 gallons.
Hog's lard, 112 lbs.
Fat from bacon, 100 lbs.l
Tallow, 100 1bs. : ’
Seal oil, 38 gallons.
Pemmican, none.
Chocolate paste, none.
Sweet chocolate, 15 lbs.
Essence of coffee, 48 half-pints.

Not supplied for sledge fue

Therefore, in the event of these vessels being ice-locked at the period the
may attempt a release (even this year), and a further detention hefore I should
feel myself warranted in abandoning them (which in my opinion will never be
necessary ), the necessary fuel for a march of at least 30 days for twelve sledges,
should be forwarded from the “ North Star”. As Commander Pullen will copy
this, he will of course understand this necessity, and if' possible provide for it.
He will probably learn further of Captain Kellett’s position, and whether he
may be similarly circumstanced,—vwhich I think, il he attempted to reach
Melville Island, will be more probable than in this channel.

Under all thesc circumstances, of course: their Lordships will be better able
to judge, from the final report of Commander Pullen, whether from informaticn
received or not from Captain Collinson’s division, it may be prudent for us to
place in depdt as far west as this such necessary supplies of the materials abso-
Iutely necessary to support their travelling parties, and enable them to advance,
should we shift casterly. As to their vessels making any way easterly to the
southward of 78° N, I sec no possibility. The travelling parties would probably
find our southern cairns, and move on for this or Cape Becher.

Independent of sustaining the men by food, it is of infinitely greater importance
to look after, their fect. The natural spirit of the man will carry him forward
i he has a foot for travel; but the want of travelling boots. the chafe of the
feet, and frost bites, may cow the strongest and most active. when bear or walrus
would be a dainty to him, and that even without cooking, in so far as the
sustenance of the body and freedom from scurvy is concerned. If their
Lordships should have occasion to order any supply of such articles, I would
venture to suggest that they should be got up by  Mr. Kilby,” shocmaker at
Woolwich, with whose boots all the officers of this, as well as those of the last
expeditivn, have been supplied, and found to succeed.  Those from Government
arc very inferior to his.

It is necessary that they should be made of canvas, or of some very strong
and pliable material, with leather soles, and thin inner cork soles. It they could,
above the welt line, be protected by gutta percha well covered with fine emery
dust, I think they might last longer ; but in severe cold, gutta percha is bad.

It is only for spring or autumn travelling that such boots would be available.

They should be made so free, that one of Kilby's boots (us made for us)
covered with one Dblanket wrapper (which Captain Austin cun explain) should
go freely into, with space to sparc at the toc Fm't.

The compression to take effect across the foot at four inches from the toe.
Instead of his simple strap a strengthening piece at hecl, to prevent its falling
there, and crippling or chafing the heel, as 1n the annexed sketch.

)
, oo
' - W= To tie-—uot buckle,
\ g M AR
z3

a very full, to gooutside nowsers. & lovse here, to admit feetensily.  Not high-soled; it eripples the ankle.
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The supply of * Blankets for wrappers,” by some oversight, not supplied.
The squadron are very short of them. L '

I deem it my duty to suggest to their Lordships that, in the computation
entered into for the execution of this service, it was hardly contemplated that
any great number of men would have to be provided for ‘“as travellers on the
floe,” and that the scheme of my predecessors was assumed as that competent
for the duty.

But, in the absence of other information, we have to provide for the wants of
others ( Captain Collinson’s division) more in nced than we shall be ; and if, as a
matter of precedence, they must of course be first forwarded, we can remain by
our ships until rclieved. But it is my duty to state that the supplies are now
barely adequate for the relief of our own crews; and thatif, at the expiration of
this season, any of Captain Collinson’s or Captain Kellett’s division should
require our aid, we shall not be able (unless we clear the ice) to rake any
satisfactory arrangements (I mean for sledging duties).

On the ist August 1854, by my instructions, I am to be prepared (the acts
of Nature not interposing) to resume the command of my dispersed squadron at
Beechey Island, “if twelve months’ provisions remain.”

But when H.M.S. ¢ Resolute” and ¢ Intrepid ” were detached so far west as
Melville Island, it occurred to me, as it does now, that those vessels are more
likely to be ice-locked, and at all events their crews more distressed than those
with me. Between the ycars 1848 and 1851 that channel was not navigable,
The scason of 1852 was fine, possibly beyond precedent; and yet I have my
fears, since I have heard of the accident (no official report) fo the ¢ North Star;”
indced; I contemplated such an event on the Ist October last, when I was
detained at Hungry Island for nine days, cut off from all escape until the ice
re-formed or the water opened.

I herewith enclose the scheme of travelling parties at present moviug, and
trust that the spaces covered by them will set at rest finally and conclusively
this most exciting mission.

If Sir John Franklin passed through this chaunel to the southward of Barrow
and Parker Islands, and met the floc moving westerly, he never could reach, as
far as we can discover, any place of refuge, and in all probability drifted into
the Polar Basin, and may be anywhere within 78° and 80° N,, it not forced out
by the north of Greenland or Spitzbergen.

But with his energy, with the open sea before him, 1 canonly judge from my
own condition under very similar circumstances, he could not and would not
stop to erect any cairns between Cape Becher and Crescent Island, or Baillic or
Hainilton Island and Cape Lady Frankliv. If he could not, as we did, haul in and
sccure shelter, no other chance remained but to drive where the floe carried him ;
and the mind of any man contempluting its force heie, leaves nothing but destruc-
tion as the almost inevitable result.

I have, &c.

Lpwarp Dercusr,

Captain Commanding Arctic Squadron.
Sick-—none: “ All well.”

No. 7.
Commander PurLen to Captain Sir E. Bercmr, C.B.
'

Dear Sir, Cape Becher, 10th April 1853.

I vre to inform you of iy arrival here this morning. Tinding that from the
unfortunate position in which my ship has been placed, rendered it so difficult
to carry out vour order to the very letter, was my reason for leaving so early,
o that to ensure no detention to your parties on their arvival here 5 and, as 1

K
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t-it~leave dispatches¥ at the extreme- place of rendezvous, they will have only to
deposit theirs without waiting for my. party, as it is possible they may not reach
b{ the day named (11th- May), as I shall only be able to. send one, and to this
place. L , ' ,
Should I get back in time, I will send you a detailed account of this journey ;
now only saying'that it has been a very heavy one, and not without damage to
our gear; for off Point De Haven both sledges—(sic). ) ‘

I left the ship on the 21st ult., and have been particularly favoured with
weather, but from what I have seen of late, think the ice about here will soon
break up. Yesterday, between this and Dundas Island, there were many holes

. of open water, and a walrus lyiqg at one; the ice not more than six inches thick.
I was obliged to leave the sledge three miles from this, carrying by hand the
dispatches the rest of the way ; so heavy was the ice, and having only five days’
grovisions left, feared the time was too short, as we had only started from our

ept at De Haven with fifteen days’, and the standing part of them expired.

T shall turn back for the ship to-morrow, and pass to the eastward of the
Islands, in hopes of finding a better road ; pick up my party, and expect the
20th or 22nd will see us on board. Such a journey as this one has been I hope
never to see agoin. I do not think I would wish my greatest enemy greater
harm than te travci over it as we have done; and I candidly say, that on any
other occasion I would have given up long ago.

T am, &c,
W. J. PuLLen.

P.S.—Mr. Penny’s boat I found south of Point Phillips, in latitude 75°
30’ N. There was a little bread in her, about 501bs. ; three 1lb. tins of soup ;
about 3lbs. of tea, a little salt, and tobacco. He says in his notice,  ten days’
provision” left, also clothes ; but unfit for any one in Arctic weather.

i

No. 8.

Cape Becher,
Sunday, 10th April 1853,

Commander Pullen arrived here this morning, with a travelling party from
10 days. the ¢ North Star,” and'deposited dispatches for Sir Edward Belcher under-
- neath ; together with letters and newspapers from England, brought out by
20 days. Commander Inglefield. Duplicate copies of the dispatches will be found at
- Point Phillips.
Probable I\(Il:{(;, son  As the “North Star” was driven on shore last September, and not able to
May.—E. Berouer.  get off again, one party only will leave her, and not before this onc gets back
will not Tikely be here by the 10th of May. They will come the Baring Bay
route, as it is very likely the ice to the westward of the Islands will be open
before that time. Captain Pullen left the ship on the 215t March.
Mr. Penny’s boat is on the south side of Point Phiilips, in lat. 75° 30’ N.,
with a very small quantity of provisions in her, about 50 lbs. of bread.
The travelling has becn very heavy, particularly on the western side of the
Islands.

To the Officer commanding the Sledge from
H.M.S “ Assistance” or * Pioneer,” &c.

* Dispatches.~-As he liny copied thase for me, mahes no allusion to their contents, and, moicover, obserses that my
party will only have to depotit theirs, T suppose nothing therein contained afleets my motions in this quazter.—E.B,
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o \TORTH-EASTERN SEAROHING DIVISION ‘ ' i

(THE CAPTAIN.) | .

!
1 Co

The present ordexs for the North-east Division—now modlﬁed By the necessary loss of
time to send again to Cape Becher (loss 7 days) :— . ;

1is The Londesbomunrh 9 men and officers, 40 days, 860 rations - '5 '
2,, The Dauntless - 8 , 40 , 820 ', -5 '
3 ,, The Enterprise - «-11' » 50- , 850 -5 -

—

' (advances depbt, 1 du.y) ‘
The Enterprise feeds - 28 to the present depdt 5 days, possibly 5 - 10 6
completes and advances 28 x 10 days = 280
return - 100
~——~ 1. Deposits
380 — 550 = 170 = 190 days’ return,

(S

Returns to depbt and home - - - - 1land 2 ”
.10 ) 10
The Dauntless victuals No. 1, 10 days = 17 x 10 = 170 rations. ’
8 men back, 10 - 80
250
320
70 10
No. 1 deposits =+ = 20

[SES Y

Return rations, 10 days = 90

Tee-hoat deposited.
The Londeshorough will then have T~ 38days—
i advance - - 19

: return ¢ - 19

Clear advance gt the lowest average 8 per diem = - 360

t

- - " -and retura ---~- ' 720

On the xetwin of the Enterpme

- 11 men. ! .
Aided by the Lady Franklin - - 11 ' - ;
And Perseverance - - - 1, ' - '

And victualled for 30 days ea,ch e L Lo .

The whale-boat will be arlvanced, and the smp]us plovxslou of two of these |
available for further boat service. Should the ice, and out then state, permit ;
of our making further examination of North Cornwall, Dr.' Lyall, with the °
“ Lady anklm,” will be at the depdt. Men can be exdmnged ; returried to |
ship ; and further supplies, if 1eqmslte, forwarded. !

E. BELCHER, Captain. |

K2
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Epwarp BELCHER, Captain,

All these documents to be copied by Commander Pullen, and duplicates forwarded by s7y conveyance.
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Captain Sir E, BeLcuEir, C.B., to the SEcRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, London.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” on return to Beechey Island, westward
of Baillie Harbour, and about ten miles east of Cape Becher.
26th July 1853,
Subject—Movements of the Squadron searching for Sir J. Franklin and others.
Sir,

Tue very uncxpected arival of Commander Pullen in his boat off Dundas
Island, just as I had recovered my despatches (deposited for him at Cape
Becher in May last), }])Jlaces me in the position of addressing to their Lordships
a very hurried dispatch.

- Tirst, because a milc gained in this dreaded strait is a consideration risking
wintering here. Next, Commander Pullen has to return by the west of Dundas
and Hamilton Islands, and I cannot strain his crew by carrying them much out
of their way.

After my despatch of April last, I proceeded to the N.E. as far as the con-
nexion with Jones’s Strait, in 90° W., where I found the sea open, and all progress
obstructed on 20th May. Polar Sea, as far as the cye could range, from 1,500
feet elevation, * rough sailing ice.”

This elevation isin latitude 76° 81/, and about 90° W. ; but the whole survey, I
trust, will be (on a half inch scale to one mile) ready for transmission before
the 1st September, at which date I purposc sending onc of the vessels home.

Being cut off by sca, I now pursued an opening from Cape Scparation (nearly
north twenty miles of Prince Alfred Bay), and reached Wellington Channel.

I next, having noticed loom of land from the high land of Britannia CIiff, started
from Princess Royal Island, and reached the westernmost in 78° 10’ N., calling
the group Victoria Archipelago; and the easternmost, forming the channcl to
Jones’s Strait, ¢ North Kent,” in honour of his Royal Highness the late Duke.

Reports of * open water.” The reception of the missing dispatches and other
causes rendered my return to the ship, to look out for the interests of' those still
absent, imperative.

I reached the ship without casualty on the 22d June, after an absence of
fifty-two days, bringing my men back in good working condition, and not sub-
jects for the list. ,

Commander Richards performed his work nobly ; so did Lieutenant Osborn,
his companion.

In the first place, by a curious preconception, he deposited his despatches for
Captain Kellett on 30th April ata pointin 76° 32'N., 105° 4’ W. ; my point agreed
on being 77° and 105°. After having advanced 120 miles, he mect Lieutenant
Hamilton sceking thesc despatches. He forthwith put him en route to obtain
the dispatches, to overtake Licutenant Osborn, and by these means place me
in possession (by the return of the * Reliance” sledge) of the important and,
to their Lordships, doubtless pleasing intelligence of the safety of the * Inves-
tigator” and crew at Banks’s Land (as per document directed to be forwarded by
Commander Pullen), having nearly accomplished the ¥ Passage!

Commander Richards, finding that Commander M‘Clintock had poached upon
his ground, instantly came to the determination of visiting the ¢ I%esolutc,” and
obtaining all the requisite particulars relative to the ¢ Investigator.”

By this course he laid down the shores of the castcrn side of Hecla and
Griper Gulf, and on his return came up Byam Martin Channel, proving its
connexion with our Polar Basin.

Operations for cutting out were complete, when, baving despatched a cutter
by calculation to render assistance, she fortunately met Commander Richerds at
the critical moment, and, after an absence of ninety-four days, I had the
plcasntlrrcl of taking him by the hand at the mouth of our canal on the
12th July.

That {igllt, both vessels being afloat and ready, everything was embarked ;
and on the 14th July, cleven months from leaving Beechey Island, the vessels,
again free from accident of any kind, were in motion on their proper cle-
ment.  Torty-eight hours brought us half-way to Cape Becher; two more
days to the land-floc to Cape Acland, near Sir H. Inglis Buy ; and to-day, ten
miles beyond Cape Becher, with still ten miles of open water in advance,
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Lieut. Osborn rejoined on the 15th, after an absence of ninety-seven days,
having worked for the position said.fo be attained by Messrs. Goodsir and
Marshall on the south shore, but without meeting any of their cairns or marks,
even until John Barrow Hill bore north(true). . , . - .

I have directed the “ North Star” to take home, at the earliest safe moment,
the officers and crew of the “ Investigator™should they .arrive, which I trust
Captain Kellett will direct; as I do not’ conceive, ‘looking to their Lordships’
intentions, that any further expense,should be incurred by .the detention of
that, vessel and crew merely for the purpose of awaiting the movement of the
ice for twenty seasons. I earnestly hope, however, that she may fortunately be
released, this season, and I have that full confidence in Captain Kellett' that
such a desirable termination -#ill not be lost sight of, in connexion, with the
return of his own vessel this season. *, = ' . )

The circumstance of the progress of Commander. M‘Clure, and the pro-
bability of Captain Collinson following up his track, must certainly.affect my
instructions, and I confidently look for dispatches to guide me in the altered
state of affairs on my return.to Beechey Island. . ,

I have said sufficient of my leading officers to make their Lordships aware of
their ability and zeal. At the end of this service I hope to be able to report of
the general conduct and abilities of all the others. :

Tully trusting that their Lordships will feel satisfied not only that all has
been done, but that we are ready and willing to do more,

I have, &c., o
- ., . Epwarp BELcHER,
Captain Commanding Arctic Squadron,

]

No. 10.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” July 26th 1853,

Sir, Off Cape Becher. :
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your several de?gatches, from April to
the present, terminating with the recovery of the “ North Star,” and your
general movements ; and at this hurried moment, and unable to refer to dates,
which will hereafter be duly acknowledged, to inform. you that your move-

ments and correspondence have elicited‘mly complete approbation, .

' have ‘&c.

Epwarp Bercueg, :

-Captain Commanding Arctic Squadron.
To Commander Pullen (present), - . " '

Her Majesty's Ship ¢ North Star.”

No. 11.

Her Majesty's Ship * Assistance,” off Cape Becher,
Sir, 26th of July 1853.

Having rendered to me copies of communications between Captain Kellett,
Commander M‘Clure, and myself, forwarded by him ;

You will transmit the originals to England, either by the first conveyance
which may offer, before the 1st of September next, or take them with you
should you proceed in pursuance of my orders.

You will also forward full copies of all correspondence between us, likely to
advance the great cause in which we are engaged ; and, in a letter (addressed to
me), your final operations up to the latest moment.

Hoping to be released from this channel before the date alluded to, I can
only add, if unsuccessful, God speed you and render your passage mild and
pleasant.

Belicve me, &c.
T'o Commander Pullen (prescut), Epwarp BeLcuek,
Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ North Star.”

K4
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No, 12.

Captain Sir E. BeLcuer, C.B., to Commander PuLLew.

By Sir Edward Belcher, K.C.B., Captain of H.M.S, ¢ Assistance,” and in
Command of Arctic Expedition.

WhreRkeas it is possible that I may not reach Beechey Island before the 1st
September ; and 1t is expedient that the crew of H.M.S. ‘* Investigator,” if that
vessel be abancloned, be sent to England with all convenient despatch ;

You are hereby required and dirccted to take from H.M. steam tender
“Intrepid " all the officers and crew of the ¢ Investigator,” as well as any
invalids or supernumeraries sent by Captain Kellett for passage to England, and
to proceed, as soon after the 1st September as the ice and weather will permit, to
England direct.

The commander, officers, and crew of the ¢ Investigator” will be borne for
pay and provisions under the article in the instructions, not doing duty, unless
required by your order.

You will, therefore, according to your seniority and position in this squadron,
continuc to exercise the duties entrusted to you, verbal as well as written, with-
out interference. ‘

If Commander M*Clure should arrive in the * Investigator,” you will obey
all orders or instructions you may receive from him; but he is aware from my
letter to, him that he is not, directly or indirectly, to interfcre with the vessels
under my orders, or any of the vessels which may arrive in connexion in these scas.

On the other hand, should any officer senior to yourself he sent from
England with supplics, or for temporary scrvice, you will of course act as every
good officer should, in obedience to his commands, but informing him at the
same time of these orders, and those under which you are acting, so that any
responsibility may rest on himself, by acting contrary to the interests of the
cxpedition. .

f you should be senior, you will request him to leave with you (calling for
his returns) every portion of fuel and other stores, which you are aware are
required by this command, beyond the quantity requisite for his safe return
under canvas (and stean under five days’ emergency, if a steamer) to England.
You will observe every courtesy, and if any objection be raised, require it in
writing, in order that no misconception of emergency may arise, and that your
concession to his objections should meet with due weight from their Lordships.

Of course such an event as the arrival of a ship of war capable of carrying
home the crew of the * Investigator,” will prevent your quitting your post until
further instructions from me.

In this latter case you will detain him until after the 1st September, which I
deem to be the earliest safe moment for a direct passage to England.

I shall make arrangements for being present myself or sending full instructions
before that date.

I give you great credit for your exertions, for the great, and I may suy, as an
engineer, peculiar tact you have displayed throughout the trying service you
have gone through during the stranding of your vessel, and the means adopted
for her recovery; and I would wish that this should form a distinct letter,
classed under its scparate heads, in order that their Lordships and the profession
may understand the sagacity which an ice life in another region truly has
enabled you to bring successfully into play on the late occasion.

I have but barely time to conclude, wishing you a safe and pleasant journcy
to your ship; and, if I should from casualty not be enabled to reach or commu-
nicate with you before you depart, a safe voyage and the approbation of their
Lordships. ‘

Given on hoard H.M.S. ¢ Assistance,” in Wellington Channel, the
26th day of July 1853.
(Signed) ‘pwakp BerLcue,
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No. 13.

At Cape Becher, 14th May 1853.

A party from H. M.S. ¢“Assistance” has arrived at Cape Becher (under
Mr. Cheymue), with orders from Sir E. Belcher to communicate personally with
the Officer coming here from the “ North Star,” and in the event of that Officer
not having arrived by the 14th, to go and examine Sir Robert Inglis Bay then
to return again to Cape Becher to meet the * North Star” party, who accord-
ingly will wait here until my return, which will be in about two or three days
from this date.

In the event of their not arriving before the 20th, at 4 p.m., I shall start back
for the “ Assistance,” which is only three to four days’ journey from this Cape.

(Signed) Joun P. CuEy~E.

H. M, Sledge “ Victory,” at Cape Becher,
Friday, 20th May 1853.

A party under Mr. Cheyne, accompanied by Dr. Lyall, arrived herc for the
second time on the 14th instant, and I have waited until this date (the 20th) in
hopes of mecting the party from the “ North Star.” A party under Mr, Cheyne
arrived here on Sunday the 24th April, but unfortunately only found the small
cask in Captain Pullen’s depdt, although we dug well and struck the frozen
ground underneath.

This time we have obtained the tin case of letters. The ships are threc or four
days’ moderate journey from here. Our first party came here and returned in
six days and a half. Sir E. Belcher left the ship for Jones's Sound, &c. on the
2d May, and intends being absent until the 10th July. Our spring dep6t started
for the S.W. shore on the 22d March, and finally left on the long parties on the
10th April. All are well in our division. We have lost one of our men,
William Cutbush, who died from disease of the lungs about the latter end of
February. In this cylinder are dircctions for any party coming up to the
“ Assistance;” they cannot possibly miss their way. There are two casks of
letters buried in Captain Pullen’s cairn, nothing else. The cairn on the hill is
one put up by Messrs. Penny and Stuart. We have a depdt at the Cape below
this, viz., Cape Majendie; it is placed directly under thc hill cairn secn
from here.

(Signed) W. Cueyne.

Auny party coming from Cape Becher will keep along under the cliffs until
so far up Sir R. Inglis Bay as he can see the ice smooth enough to cross, which
is about three to four miles. Malke a circuit round the hummocks for next point ;
this will take him well up the bay. He will then go along the coast beyond
this bay until he comes where the land goes off to the right hand at right angles;
this bluff point he will cut across for an island bearing N.N.W. (true), keeping
it outside him (this is Long Island in the chart). Going this route he will sce
two bluff cliffs in line ; keep along past these, and then let the chart guide you
(I'have made two black dots on the chart where these cliffs are), as you will sce
by the chart you are to keep on in the same linc of course until you come to a
cairn, which 1s Repose Point

(Signed) W. Cueyne.

No. 14.

Commander Rrcnarns to Captain Sir Epwanrp Berenrr, C.B.

Sir, Deccption Point, 16th April 1853, 6 p.v.
I nave the honour to report to you the arrival of the division under my
command at this Point. Strong north-west winds, low temperatures, heavy ice,
and an accident, which unfortunatcly occurred to the “ Reliance,” (with the

4



82

light boat) in passing ¢ the Queen’s- Causeway,” have continued to prevent my
}I)lacing the first depoOt within six miles of the position I could have desired ; but
have no fear of making up for this in future marches.

Hitherto we have met with no traces of Sir J. Frauklin’s ships or parties.

This position, which I have named ¢ Cape Deception”, for the convenienceo f
future reference, is about thirteen miles (true) from the “ Cape Lady f'ranklin,”
but whether it is the west point of an extensive bay, about two miles deep, which
lies immediately to the westward of the cape, on the north extreme of an island
in the centre of that bay, the thick weather we have experienced prevents my
saying positively; I am inclined to think the latter.

The general trend of the land is, I believe, rather to the northward than to
the southward of west.

Mr. Grove in the ¢ Enterprize” (* Dauntless”) will leave this to-morrow for
Northumberland Sound, and I am happy to say, that although the weather has
been severe, we have had no casualties ; and that the conduct of all under my
command has been entirely satisfactory.

I am, &c.
Georce HEnrRY RicHARDS,
Commander Her Majesty’s Ship ‘- Assistance,”
Commanding South-West Division.

No. 15.

An Account of the Depdts of Provisions established by Her Majesty’s Ship
“ Assistance,” per order of Captain Sir Edward Belcher, C.B., Com-
manding the Arctic Searching Squadron.

Her Majesty’s Ship * Assistance,” 1853.
Cape Majendie, near Cape Becher.

Provisions.
Biscuits - - - - - 3151bs,
Concentrated Rum - - - 10galls.
Pemican - - - - - 2201bs,
Dog Pemican - - - - 210 ,,
Boiled Bacon - - - - 168 ,,
Tea - - - - - - 7 »
Sugar - - - - - - 21 ,,
Lemon Juice - - - - 7 5
Salt - - - - - 4
Pepper - - - - 2
Preserved Potato - - - - 56 ,,
Tobacco - - - - - 113} ,,
Casks, &c.

Half Hogsheads - - - - 4 No.
Barricoe, 6 Gallons - - - - 1,

Ditto, 4 Gallons - - - - 1
Iron Hoops - - - - - 32
Metal Cases - - - - - 2
Tin Cases - - - - - 13 ,,

Being 420 Rations.
Cape Lady Franklin.
Latitude 76° 40’ N.; Longitude 99° W.

Biscuit - . - 408lbs,
Preserved Meat - 428 ,,

Boiled Bacon - 84



Preserved Potato - - - -
Maccaroni - - . - . 10 ,,
Chocolate Paste - . - - 51
Tea - - - - - - 8% ,,
Sugar - - - - - 53 5,
Concentrated Rum - - - 12galls. 27gills
Pepper - - - - - 11b. 33oz.
Mustard . - - - 2lb. 70z,
Salt - - - - - 41bs, 140z.
Onion Powder - - - - 41bs,
Lemon Juice - - - 2galls.
Tobacco - - - 4lbs. 9oz.
Casks, Half Hogﬂheads . - 7 No.
Barrels - - - 1,
Iron Hoops . - - - 48 ,,
Tin Cases - - 4 ,,
Bemg 544 Ratlons.
Mount Beaufort.
Latitude 76° 52’ N. ; Longitude 97° W.
Biscuit - - - - 3001bs.
Preserved Meat - - - 300lbs,
Boiled Bacon - - - - 158 ,,
Tea - - - - 124 ,,
Sugar - - - - 31,
Preserved Potato - - - 25 ,,
Pepper - - - - 14}oz.
Onion Powder - - - 241bs.
Mnstard - - - 11b. 1240z.
Salt - - - - 3lbs. 9oz.
Tobacco - - - - 10lbs. 120z.
Concentrated Rum - - . 8galls. 12gills.
Half Hogsheads - - - 5 No.
Small Casks - - - - 1,
Iron Hoops - - v - 34
Tin Cases - -

»

Belng 400 Rations.

Loney’s Cairn, Southern Entrance to Northumberland Sound.

Biscuit - - - - 561bs.
Preserved Meat - - - 40 ,,
Chocolate Paste - - 3% ,,
Tea - - - - 140z.
Sugar - - - - 531bs.
Pepper - - - - 20z.
Mustard - - - - 40z.
Concentrated Rum - - -

1gall. Ggills.
Metul Case - 1 No.
Bemg 56 Rations.

Left for the Crew of the Sledge “ John Barrow”; but now available for
general service.

I. Lewrs,
Clerk in Charge.

Le
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Arcric Exrrprrion of 1852-3, under the Command of
Captain Sir Edward Belcher, C.B.

A List of the Officers and men employed in the Sledging Partics in search of
Her Majesty’s ships “ Erebus” and ¢ Terror.”

Wellington Channel Division, 1853, H. M. S. * Assistance” and “ Pioncer.”

WESTERN ROUTE.

aNm Bowaan”

“ Loyal au Mort.”

~1L M. SLEDGES.

¢ Jous Binrow,”

% Be of good cournge.”

pe

No. Name. Rank or Rating. Shap, No. Name, Ranh or Rating. Ship.
1 | { om, Richards ~ | Commander ~ « | Assistance, 1 | Licut. Osborn - | Lieut, Com, = | Pioneer.
2 | & Mumphries « | Capt, of sledge " 2 | Joseph Organ - | Capt. of sledge - »

3 | G. Jefferies « - | Sergeant It, M. - " 3 | Thomas Hall - | Gunner’s mate - "
4 | Richard Bayly - | Boatswain’s mate " 4 | Samuel Walker - | Carpenter’s mate "
5 | George Edwards | Carpenter's mate " 5 | George Wicketts 13 . . "
6 | Henry Billett -~ [ A. B, - - " 6 [ 'l, Copeland - | A B, - - "
7 { John Simmonds-~ | A.B. - - » 7| W.Mc Arthur - | A. B, - - "
8 | Louis Read -1 AB. - - " 8 | Simon Dix <P ROM. - - "

“Rurrases” “ LAY FRANKLIN,”

“ Go forth in faith.” « Speed to the rescue.”

No. Name. Rank or Rating. Ship. 1\:0: -“ﬁn—n—w.— - Rank or Rating. Ship,
1 | Licut. May - | Licutenant - - | Assistunce, 1! D Lyall - | Surgeor - | Assist
2 | Benyamin Young | Capt. of sledge - | lioneer, 0 -hunesy Z!l‘luid . . Cl‘:pl?.coé sledge - & innce.
3 | George lidey - ]:" AL A - " 3 | Thomas Isnncs - | Gunner'’s niate - "

4 George Green - ¢ 1L M. - - " -4 | Thomas Marshall | Cox, of launch ~ "
5 | Jumes Sinnett - | A, B. - - " 5| J. Galavann - | Cupt.of foreenstle »
6| I Robipson - { A B. = - » G | Joseph Barnes - | Capt. of foretop - "
7 | George Hurris - ‘ B - » 7 1 Gwm, Munden « | BA. R, M. A, "~ "
8 | ¥ 3pCormick - P R M. - - " 8 | Samuel Henyns. | Cooper » . "
9 | William Bvans ~ | A, B, - . "

10 | Thomas Mellish | A, B. - - »

11 | Joseph Anderson { R, M, - - "

“BLeerss” “Enrerrnien,”
 Suceess to the hrave,” “ Suceess to the brave,”

No. Nume, Runk or Rating. Ship, No. Name. Rank or Rating. Ship,
1| Mr. Jlerhert - | Mate - = | Assistance, 1] Mr Allard = Master - o | P'ioncer.
2§ Joseph Abot - | Capt. of sledge - | Ploneer, 2 | James Robinson Capt, of sledge - | Assistance,
3 1 Avthur Dicken = [ Capt. of forecastle " 3 1 Thomas Burbere | Sail maker - "

4 | John Hales = - | Stoker - - " 4 { G. Quiddingtone | Carpenter's mate "
5 | George Cousins - | Stoker = - " 5 | Henry Tranter « | AL I3, - - "
6| C. Allen - ACB. - - - ¢ | Richard Bex .« | R, M. - - "
7 | Henry Deiler - | Ship'scook = | Assistunce, 7 | Alex, Baillie - | Carpenter's crew "
R | (i, Yomngson « | Officer’s cook - " 8 | John Clark  « ) Steward - "
0 | Jomes Poyer - | Captain's clerk - . 9 | George Custance | Stoker - « | Pioneer.
10 | Henry Jones -1 A B, - - » 10 | John Green - | ROM. - . "
11 | IsaneStallard - | M. - - " 11 | Willimn Wood - | Bhip's cook  « "
EASTERN ROUTE M. M. SLEDGES.
“ Lospusnoronan,” Captain's Sledge. S DanaTLESE"
“Ady ersa virtterepello.”—* Bright eyes for brnve hearts,” “ Drangers do not daunt me,”

I\'n.: Name, Rank or Ruting. | Ship. No. Nuame. Rank or Rn;i.n;“-— Ship.
1. Luney - | Master - = | Asmistance, 1| My Grove - | Mate - - | Assistance,
2 I ticorge Stares = | Capt, of sledge - » 2 | Joseph Bemins = | Capt. of sledge - .

9 B Unthank - ] Q. M, - - " 3| Thomus Bond -~ | Q. M. - - ”
4 | George Wood - | Capt. of hold - » 4 | Isuae Barnett - ) Capt, of maintop "
5 [ Joseph Grahame | A. B, -~ - " 5 | Chris, Bond < | Carpenter's crew "
6 | Charles Snuth - 1 AL I, - - " 6 | Jus, Mucurtney - | A, B, - . .
7 1 Cornelins Fielder 1 AL 13, . - " 70 WoMarshall - | ALDB. o - :‘
8 | W. lluggett - | A B, - - " # | R, Urquhart - [ R M, - - "

4T psLvLERANeL SEN1ERPRIZL" ¢St Franers Baring,”

“ Persevere and Prosper.” * Success to the bave,” * Bear and forbear.”
Mr. Pymy, LD 8, * Assistance.” | My Allard, 1L M. 8, “Tioneer.,” | Mr. Richards, I, M. S. “Pioneer, *
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SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY to Captain Sir Enwarp Brrcner, C.B.
Commander of Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Assistance.”

Sir, October 7th 1853.

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to
acknowledge the receipt of your several despatches, the last dated 26th July,
off Cape Becher, detailing the proceedings of the squadron under your command
cmployed in the search for Sir John Franklin, and to cxpress to you their
Lordships entire approval of your arduous and zealous exertions in this
service, and to acquaint you that they have received with much satistaction
your report of the good conduct of all employed, more particularly whilst
undertaking the extended sledge journies, as well to the westward, under Com-
manders Richards and Osborn, as those to the northward and castward under
your own immediate command.

I am desited to add that further reports from you will be looked for with
much interest.

I am, &c.,
(Signed) W. A. B. Hamivron.

VII.

Despatehes from Captain Kellett, C.B., of I1.M. Discovery Ship
“ Resolute,” and Commander Pullen, of H.M.S. ¢ North Star.”

No. .

Captain Kererrr, C.1B,, to Captain Sir E, Brrcurs, C.B.

ILM.S. “Resolute,” Winter Quarters, Becchey Island,
Sir, 7th May 1853. (Reccived 7th October.)

I neG to transmit, in a condensed form, a report of my proceedings since
parting company on 14th August 1852.

At 2 rave on the 15th, after taking on board all the coals the “ North Star”
could spare, we left in tow of ““ Intrepid ;” were stopped by ice at Cape Hotham
on the same cvening.  We found there two casks of biscuits, in good coudition,
on the beach, and I left a boat with gear complete at the same place.

On leaving Beechey Island I prepared depdis to ensure our retreat in case of
accident, intending to place them at Assistance Harbour, Cape Cockburn, and
Point Grifliths,—On the morning of the {6Gth the ice broke up, ieaving a narrow
lcad along the land.  In approaching Assistance Harbour we grounded on
a shoal oft'its castern point; the water left us before we could get off, with only
seven feet under our stern, lying on port-bilge ; the ice came down and threw
us over on our starboard bilge with great violence; we narrowly cscaped
being destroyed.  On getting off; which we did at midnight, with the loss of
sixty feet of our false keel, we proceeded towards Griffiths Island, having pre-
viously deposited a depdt for ninety-one men for seven days, on the cast point
of the harbour. Found fast ice hetween Griftiths and Cornwallis 1slands 5 passed

I, 3
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to the southward of Grittiths, and deposited a record on the S.W.end. By mid-
night on the 17th we reached Lowther Island ; here we werc stopped until the
morning of the 28th. I was apprehensive at one time thatwe had reached our winter
quarters ; open water could be seen from Cornwallis Island, but no possibility of
getting into it. Leaving Lowther on the morning of the 28th, we were fortu-
nate enough to get into this open water at about 5 r.., passing seven miles
west of Griffithe Island, and next day at 2v.m. landed a depdt of fourteen days
for ninety-one men near Cape Cockburn. We found a lead of about five miles
broad, running directly west from Cape Cockburn, which we followed, and
reached the south point of Byam Martin Island at 4 anr. on 31st August.  The
fast ice extended from Graham Moore Bay to the centre of Byam Martin
Island, the pack close on its south point.

On the Ist September, with a fresh north wind, the pack cased oft’ the point,
leaving a narrow passage; we got past, and into a finc open lead five or six
miles broad, after a sharp beat along the west side of the island; at 3.40 pov.
sighted Melville Island, and at 4 a.m. on the 2d, landed a depdt at Point Grif-
fiths. No ice in sight along the land to the northward in Byam Martin
Channel.

We were again stopped akout five miles west of Skene Bay, of Beverly Iniet,
until noon on the 6th (while at this position several musk oxen were shot, and
some hares), when we were cnabled to slip through an opening into the water
in Bridport Inlet, which we were tantalized by secing all the time but unable
toreach. At5 a.M. on the 7th, we madefast to the ¢ fast ice.” rnnning off Winter
Harbour ; there 1 left a dep6t for my travelling parties, and one for any people
that might reach it, to bring them on to me, as I found I could not winter
there. On the morning of the 8th I left it, and proceeded casterly, intending
to go into Skene Bay, which I considered a good place to winter. On the
morning of the 9th I tried to get in, but the inlet was completely blocked with
ice. Notime was to be lost,—the young ice forming fast, which, unassisted by
steam, I could not have got through. The same morning I again proceeded
westerly into Bridport Inlet, and made fast to the old ice between Dealy Island
(easterly), and the main. Commenced immediately to cut in; our position is
900 yards true east of Dealy Island, in thirteen fathoms of water. On the
16th we were frozen in 3 commenced landing a dep6t m Derly Island, and pre-
paring for our winter.
 On the 22d the travelling partics started to lay out depots for their spring
journeys.

Licutenant Mecham, with Mr. Nares, as auxiliary, to cross the land at
Winter Harbour, for the scarch of the S.W. of Melville Island.

Licutenants Pim and Hamilton, with Mr. De Bray as auailiary, to place depét
at Cape Providence for the search of Bunks's Lund, cast and west.

Commander M‘Clintock proceeded on the Tith across the land for Ilecla and
Griper Bay, to place a depot for the scarch ot N.W, Melville Island coast. A
dep6t had already been placed at Point Griffiths for the rendezvous route, which
it was my intention to take charge of myself.

All these officers succeeded in placing their depots, and returned without
casualty. The overland partics had desperate work, which could not have been
gerformed without the carts; they might be improved.  Commander MClintock

ad thirty-eight days’ travelling, Licutenant Mccham twenty-five days, the
others fifteen days. '

On the 14th October Licutenant Mechaw, on his retumn through Winter
Harbour, visited the Parry Sandstone, and found on it a record fiom Commander
M¢Clure, deposited in April 1852, only five months before our visit.  To send
a party at that late period on the chances of meeting him was impossible, the
ice in the strait was so broken up; traversing it even with our light hoat. not
practicable. I send the record found, with his chart. \

On the 20th of October we lost suddenly, from disease of the heart, Thomas
Mobley, R.M., a most excellent man; and on the 12th December, George
Drover, captain of the forecastle in the ¢ Intiepid,” of consumption ; with this
cxception, we have been very healthy ; not the slightest appearance of seurvy
indeed for weeks without a man on the list.
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Good provisions and a sufficicucy, with constant work on the floe or open air,
will always ensure good health in this climate.

Our school, theatricals, &c. were admirably conducted by the officers.

Our winter has been very severe, comparing it with former voyages, with a
great amount of wind ; but the latter appears to be caused by our locality.

Supposing that Commander M‘Clure would desert his ship at the earliest
moment this year, I despatched a party on the 10th of March for the Harbour
of Mercy, temperature 50°, certainly without the slightest hopes of catching, him.
The party consisted of seven men to our sledge; two men and six dogs under
Dr. Domville to bring back rapidly to me any news ;—all under the orders of
Licutcnant Pim.

Mr. Pin'’s sledge unfortunately broke down about fifteen miles from Cape
Dundas.  Mr. Pim gallantly went forward with the dogs, and reached the
Harbour of Mercy on the 6th of April ; had it not been for this accident he
would have been there by the 1st, and found there Commander M‘Clure in the
“ Investigator,” preparing to despatch a part of his crew,—some for Cape
Spencer, and a party by M‘Kenzie river.

All my parties left the ship on 4th April, to search the tollowing coasts :—

Commander M‘Clintock, with Mr. De Bray and eighteen men, crossed over
the land into Hecla and Griper Bay; provisions sufficient to enable him, with
one party, to pursue the scarch to the N.W. for ninety days. He reached the
opposite shore on the 9th, all in high spirits and without an accident.

Lieutenant Mecham, with Mr. Nares and fourteen men, crossed at Winter
Harbour to follow the coast westerly. From this party I have not heard since.

Licutenant Hamilton, with Mr. Roche and fourteen men, crossed into Hecle
and Griper Bay to place a depdt to scarch north-casterly along Sabine Island,
as I think they will be more likely to reach the rendezvous point by that route
than by Byam Martin Channel. T have great hopes that this party will have
success in finding something of the missing ships. They are certain to mect
your parties, if Wellington Channel is not a blind one.

On 19th of April my Banks’s Land party returned, and with them Captain
M:Clure and party from  Investigator.” You can fancy, better than I can
paint, my delight on shaking hands with bim. His despatch will convey to you
the cffects of Mr. Pim’s appearance on his side of the strait.

On 2d May his second party, consisting of four officers and twenty-four men,
arrived, all in a very bad condition,—ncarly all affected with scurvy. They
are now, on the good dict, rapidly improving.

I'inding thesc men in such a bad condition (two men died since Capfain
M:Clure Icft on the 7th of April, and one on the day before Lieutenant Pim’s
arrival there,) I despatched Dr. Domville and o party over the strait with orders
to assist Commander M‘Clure and the surgeon of the “ Investigator,” in survey-
ing the remaining officers and men; and 1 have directed Commmander M‘Clure
(who leaves this ship at the same time) to desert his ship, if the medical officers
consider his crew unfit to stand another winter; and also, as I consider the men
have done their work, to leave her, if e has not more than twenty volunteers,
which is the least number that she could be navigated with. It would be a
glorious thing to get her through this way,—the other way she cannot go.

This afternoon Mr. Roche, mate, with ten men from my crew, and two
officers from ¢ Investigator,” leave for Beechey Island, to go home the first
opportunity. The men I send from my crew are men that 1 could not send to
“Investigator.” The others are all absent travelling.

Should Commander M¢Clure not leave his ship, *Intrepid” will take all
¢ Investigator’s™ crew, with directions to touch at Beechey Island for orders,
and then straight home, with a request to their Lordships that she may be sent
to me next year, accompanied by a vessel with provisious (solids), clothing,
and fucl ; remaining mysclf for the issue of her attempt to cross.  Should it be
found neccessary to leave her, we will all go easterly for Beechey Island, leaving
the depOt here for Captain Collinson, of whom not o word has been heard or
tracing found by Commander M‘Clurc’s travelling parties.

Do not think of waiting for me yourself. Teave me a vessel at Beechey
Island, and a good depdt, sufficient to place us on full allowauce when we get
there, and to sustain us for a winter.

It will be necessary for ¢ North Stl_a;r” to have her water complete, and as

4
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many casks as she can fill besides, in readiness to supply any vessel that may
reach her;—to be ballasted, and all the provisions she can spare landed in a
secure deplt, ready for a start, and all will be well. .

All my travclling partics left in the highest spirits, in the best possible con-
dition, and admirably equipped. I am most anxious for the result of their
journeys. If Sir John Franklin's ships arc ever to be found, I think they will
now. Be assured we will have them between us.

Commander M‘Clure, in coming over from Banks’s Land with a weak party,
was obliged to alter his mode of travelling. IHe travelled and rested for six
hours alternately, and made a wonderful journey from ship to ship in twelve
days—a distance, as the crow flics, of 167 miles. Mr. M‘Dougall, auxiliary to
Licutenant Hamilton, to whom I have given the N.I. Sabine route (not being
able to go myself), has this moment returned, having gone over the land to
Hecla and Griper Bay, a distance of forty miles in a straight line, in thirty.one
and a half hows, travelling with heavy sledges, 200 pounds per man, and
returned in twenty-six and a halt’ hours, which was done, we thought most
rapidly, in fifty-onc hours, modifying the routine of travelling in this way :—
starting at 4 ., travelling until 10; breakfasted, tented, and rest four hours;
travelled four howrs, dined, and rested for nine. In the old way the whole
journey was made from the time of starting to lunch, which was a miserable
affair ; too cold to stand still, men getting chilled and stiff.  Atfter lunch little
was done though travelling three hours—men simply hanging in their belts,
and getting thoroughly fagged.  Another means of extending our journeys we
have adopted, the result of which has not yet appeared : —each extended party
has a small sledge, weighing twelve pounds, five feet long, six inches high,
which we call a satellite, capable of carrying for three men (the officer and two
of the most active of his crew) seven days’ provisions, their slecping-bags and
floorcloth for covering. On getting within four days of the end of their journcy
they leave their tents with the rest of the crew, to repair their boots, mocassins,
&c., and give them a spell; travel away as fast as possible, certainly twenty
miles o day. By this means their journey will be extended fort:r miles, and
who knows but that the last mile may be the most fortunate one?

It is very painful to me to be obliged to send away Mr. Roche with this
party ; it Jooks asif I wanted to get rid of him, or that I could most casily
spare him.  On the contrary, he is one of my most efficient ofticers.  He was
auxiliary, with ten men, to Banks’s Land party, in the almost forlorn hope
journey, and brought back his men without accident.  He has since been over
the lard as far as Cape Mudge, in Hecela and Griper Bay, and is now going in
charge of ten men and two officers to Beechey Island.  Any man that does
his work I know will have your influence; you will therefore, I am assured, use
it for him in the proper quarter.  His crew think they are disgraced by being
sent away ; not so, they are all excellent men; their only fault is they cat.

You will be pleased to hear, and their Lordships will have again to express
their satisfaction, at my having so good an opinion of my officers; they have
all vied with each other in the performance of their duty, and also in pleasing
me. My next letter will show what stuff they are made of. \

Before leaving England 1 sent the services of Mr. Richards, my clerk in
charge, to their iordships, with a request that they would not forget he was an
old officer.  His conduct and attention to his duty since has been such, that I
can fearlessly state their Lordships, by his promotion, would be making a
valuable addition to the list of pursers, and it would be highly pleasing to we.

Should these ships not break out this scuson, it will l)e'ncccssm‘y for the
“ North Star” to send a party to meet mine at Cape Cockburn next spring, with
full information of ull that is going on and what has been done. I will be
there myself if' possible, and await her party ; it they keep the coast-line on
board we cannot miss cach other.  Leaving Beechey Island on the 4th April,
they will have ample time to return, and have mild weather,  Mine will leave
at the same time.

In requesting their Lordships to send out more provisions, by all means
demand Hogarth’s preserved meats and vegetables, with a goodly supply of
Mr. Allsop'’s ale, which has kept exceedingly well, and is cagerly sought after
by all ; there is more virtue in o pint of it than o guilon of rum. = It is so
valuable that I now mix it with home brewed, which produces an excellent
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beverage. Mr. Allsop has certainly done us justice in the representation of
the ale he supplied. The glaze soup and dried vegetables are also admirable
and most useful.—See Report on Provisions. :

I send you an abstract of our expenses of fuel, &c. during a summer month,
our first month in winter quarters, and our coldest month. I left * North
Star” with more than thirty-six tons of coals, so that with proper economy she
has ample for the period she is provisioned for.

I cannot enter into all the detail of my voyage, biit I have done so where I
thought it would be useful or necessary.  What a grand consummation it would
be il you found the missing ships!—any of the people, from the evidence of the
state *“Investigators” came here in, with abundance of game about them and
near them is impossible.

Trusting that you and those under your command are happy, and in the
cnjoyment of good health,

I have the honour to be, &c.
Henry Kevverr, Captain.

Mr., Chandler, my boatswain, whom I send in the party to Beechey Island,
I have to request their Lordships will be pleased to allow to remain at Woolwich
until the arrival of the *“ Resolute,” to assist in returning the boatswain’s stores,

Forming two of the same party are Abraham Surry, cooper, and John Goodey,
carpenter’s mate, both excellent men; the former came from the arsenal at
Woolwich, and is desirous of again serving there; the latter, who is an clderly
man, with a large family, is also desirous of entering one of the Govern-
ment establishments. I beg to submit the same for the approval of their
Lordships.— H.X.

No. 2.
Captain Kevrerr, C.B., to Commander M‘Crure.

‘ Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute” in Winter Quarters, Dealy Island,
Sir, Bridport Inlet, 9th March 1853.

As it is possible that you may not have broken out last ycar, I have
detcrmined on sending an carly party to communicate with you.

Irom the officer in command of this party, you will receive a copy of the
orders addressed to Sir Edward Belcher, C.B., who commands the Arctic Expe-
dition, the western portion of which is under my orders. These orders will
show you what their Lordships hope may be effected by this expedition.  The
chart that you will reccive at the same time will show you what has been done
by the grand excrtions of the officers in Captain Austin’s cxpedition, through
his incomparable arrangements, with which you arc partially acquainted by
Commander M*‘Clintock’s record at Winter Harbour.

Undoubted traces of ¢ Erebus” and * Terror” having passed the winter of
1845-46 at Beechey Island, were found by Captains Austin’s and Penny’s
expeditions. Traces were also found some few miles up Wellington Channel.
These traces Sir Edward Belcher has followed up with a fine prospect of being
well advanced this season. Commander M‘Clintock examined the strait before
we parted company on the 14th August last, and found water for at least thirty-
five miles up it. Mr. Penny rcports having, in 1851, found much open water in
the northern part of this strait, but its throat was choked with twenty-five miles of
ice, separating him from it, and which unfortunately hindered his following it.

I shall now give you an account of my doings since parting company with
Sir Edward Belcher on 14th August, at Beechey Island.

I reached Lowther Island on 17th August, not without a little rough play
with the ice. There I was detained until the 28th of the same month, aud almost
despaired of getting farther west, but retreat I would not; however, we were
favoured with very strong N.W. winds during our detention, which opencd a
lead ; in this we got as far cast again as Griffiths Island, and eventually into
open water, which we carried along the land as far as the south point of Byam
Martin Island. There we were detained a conple of days, and again for two or
three more a fow miles west of Beverly Tnlet; and finally reached the floe edge
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of Winter Harbour on 7th September. The fast ice extended from east point
of Fife Harbour due south, unto the parallel of Point Hearn, leaving five miles
of ice between us and the sandstone 1 the harbour, on which your record was
found; not at this time, but in October, by one of my autumn travelling
partuers, returning from laying down a depdt in Liddon Gulf. i

While at this floe edge we had as much as we could do to hold on by it. I
determined, as I could not winter there, to go to Skene Bay, which I had
exuwined before when detained near it, but to leave a small depét at Iife
Harbour, to carry any party that might reach it on to me. 1 left ten days for
seventy men. . . .

I was so busily engaged landing the dep6t, and indeed it was considered so
improbable that any party from the westward could reach this Elace, that the
examination of Winter Harbour was never once thought of by any one, as
Commander M‘Clintock had visited it before.

I failed in getting into Skene Bay, as it was perfectly blocked with ice ; and
finally, on 10th September, cut into the fast floe southand east of Dealy Island,
about § of a mile from it. Commander M‘Clintock started next day to examine
the land into Hecla and Griper Bay, interding to start again with the greatest
portion of his crew, to place a depét at Point Nias, or as much further as
practicable. He left on the 14th. )

On 224 of the same month, (with the exception of threc working but disabled
men,) my crew left the ship for the purpose of laying depdts for spring travelling.
Commguder M¢Clintock had thirty-eight days, and my people twenty-five days.
Travelling in the autumn, 21l having succeeded in placing their deplts in good

ositions—Commander M*“Zlintock, his at Point Nias; my first lieutenant
Mecham) his at Cape Hoppner ; my second and third lieutenants (Pim and
Hamilton,) theirs for the examination of Banks’s Land at Cape Providence.

You have stated in your letter to their Lordships, dated 20th July 1850, that
you had provisions for thc autumn of 1854. You are also fortunate in having
game and firewood about you, your crew in high spirits and healthy. I have
therefore no apprehension about your safety ; but you will now have been three
winters in the ice; you will thercfore, I think, have formed your plan of
operations, whether to leave your ship and come to me, or to run a chance of
breaking out in the autumn, and proceeding south into Behring Strait, or cast
according to circumstances.

It is with diffidence I offer a remark on the navigation to 2 man of your
experience, but there is a great advantage in local knowledge. My opinion is,
that, from your present position, were you to get adrift in the pack, you would
inevitably be carried east ; but I am also of opinion, that you would not get
released, as the whole of the ice thatis carried through by the current from the
westward is forced by the almost constant northerly winds down into the great
bay formed by the land discovered by Mr. Wynniatt and Captain Ommanney.
The latter reports in his journal, this coast is very low, apparently shoal, with
very heavy piled up ice off it. No ship has any chance of getting along it.
From Cape Walker to Mr, Wynniatt's farthest the coast stands nearly at right
angles to the western mouth of the strait,

The officers I send on this service have directions to place themselves under
your orders. By onc of them, the surgeon, (unless you require his services,)
you will without delay be good enough to despatch back again to me information
under the following heads:—

1st. The health of yourself, officers, and crew since your last despatch from
Winter Harbour, and their present state.

2d. Your intended movements.

3d. The quantity of provisions you have remaining, and the probable time
they will last at your present consumption.

4th. Whether you have any information respecting  Enterprisc”; if not,
your opinion relative to her. She wintered somewhere in the ice in 1851-52,
and nothing had been received from hier up to the date of our sailing in April 1852 ;
in fact, any information that would be interesting to their Lordships or the
public, as I may mect some of Sir Edward Belcher's parties, or I muy send a
party to Beechey Island.

5th. What can I do for you?

I have not been equally fortunate with yourself in my crew. I have lost two
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one, & marine, Thomas Mobley, suddenly, and the other a seaman, George
Drover, of consumption. With this exception, all well.

Game is pretty abundant here. We have killed twenty-five musk oxen, a few
reindeer, hares, and ptarmigan,

On the back of the orders you will find a list of the articles I intend to leave
in depdt on the south point of Dealy Island, the greater part alrcady landed ;
s§ven months for sixty-six men. In addition to this I placed in depét coming
aslong—

7 days for 91 men at Assistance Harbour,
14 days for 91 men near Cape Cockburn,
10 days for 70 men, Winter Harbour.
There is also a boat and a couple of casks of biscuit at Point Hotham, the
“ North Star” stationary depét at Beechey Island.

Before leaving England, Mr. Wynniatt was made a lieutenant, and Mr. Paine
a purser. I am sorry I have not similar information for yourself.

Any information that I have omitted in this will be easily obtained from my
officers, who will give you the history of our country since you left.

It now only remains for me to congratulate you most heartily on your health
and success. You have not found any of the missing, but you have shown over
a great extent of coast where they have not been.

gYour discovery of the North-West Passage will, I fecl, be highly pleasing to
the good people in England, particularly as the discovery, which has cost much in
lives and trcasure, has been made known Dby the energetic perseverance of their
own officers, and they are not slow to reward prominent merit.

I have, &c.
H. XKeiLert, Captain.

No. 3.

Commander M‘Crure to Captain Henry Keveerr, C.B.

H. M. 8. “ Resolute,” Dealy Island,
Sir, 2d May 1853.

I uave great pleasure in acknowledging the reccipt of your letter of the
9th March last, which reached me in the Bay of Mercy, Baring Island, through
the persevering exertions of Licutenant Pim, under circumstances most arduous,
difficult, and trying, unsurpassed in Arctic travelling, from the carly period in
which the.journcy was undertaken, with the thermometer ranging from —40° to
—50°, arriving, without the slightest injury from the excessive cold, on the Gth
ultimo. I would, were it possible, endeavour to convey the state of feeling
which animated not only myself, but every soul, when his sudden and most
uncxpected appearance on the floe, about 200 yards from the ship, was remarked:
All description must fall below the reality.  Only imagine, if you can, a whole
crew, which had to this moment no idea of any ship but their own being within
the limit of these dreary regions, cut off' from the world, their isolated situation
(and in defiance of all exertion), a little despondent, when accidentally a
strange, remarkable, and solitary figure is scen rapidly advancing, showing

esticulations of [riendship similar to those used by the Esquimaux, black as
%ﬂrcbus from the smoke created by cooking in his tent. My surprise, I may
almost add dismay, was great in the extreme. I paused in my advance, doubt-
ing who or what it could be, whether a denizen of this or the other world; however,
the surprise was momentary. ¢ Iam Licutenant Pim, late of ¢ Herald”  Captain
Kellett is ot Melville Island.”  And as the apparition was thus indubitably die-
covered to be solid real English flesh and blood, to rush at and scize him by
the hand was but the first impulsive gush of fecling.  The heart was too full
for the tongue to articulate, as this dark stranger communicated his errand of
mercy. The sick, forgetting their maladies, jumped from their hammocks ; the
healthy their despondency—all flew to the only hatchway that was open, and in
far less time than it takes me to write this, all hands were on deck. Such a
scene can never be forgotten ; all was now life, activity, and joyful astonishment.
In the twinkling of an eye the whole crew were changed ; but I shall cease to
say more, for I might write much, ﬁutz never could, even faintly, convey the
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most remote idea of the sensation created by this most opportune and provi-
dential arrvial of your relieving party. ' . .

I have heartily to congratulate you on reaching your present position, which
appears to me the most cligible for an carly start that could be desired. "The
wintering cither in deep bays or harbours is, in my opinion, to be avoided, a
weather shore and open coast being preferable, as the first opportunity for opera-
tions may be scized upon, which the being blocked in harbours would most
certainly retard. ) . ‘

The laying out of numerous, and in some positions, large depots both in the
way through the straits and by trm:cllmg parties, has rendered the service of a_ll
employed in thesc regions, should circumstances compel them to evacuate their
vessels, a matter of comparative case, and removes every apprehension as to
their ultimate safety, a feeling which is entertained by myself and participated
in by my whole crew, animating all from the approximation to our present
position, of cheerfully awaiting the result of the ensuing summer in cxpectation
of liberating the vessel and bringing her to join you under Melville Island, a
circumstance I consider far from improbable, although from a remark in your
letter, it is cvident that the report of Captain Ommanney, showing that the
shores of Prince Albert’s Land towards Cape Waulker stands nearly at right
angles to the westein mouth of the strait, has made you somewhat doubtful, as
you arc apprehensive, should we get from our present position, that the ship
would nccessarily be set to the castward m the pack, and most likely be thrown
upon that coast,—with respect to which, I can only remark, that on the 24th
September 1851, when running from the Bay of Mercy, I had every reason to
believe, from the loose appearance of the ice (which was then rapidly settin
beforc a strong N.W. wind into Barrow Strait), that had we fortunately reache
thus far twelve hours carlier, we should have succeeded in crossing to Melville
Island without ditficulty ; as also in the month of October, on a change of wind
to the S.E., the entrance cleared as far across as could be remarked by the eye
from Banks’s Land ; but in 1852 the ice did not break up in the Polar Sea, con-
gequently that in the Bay of Mercy and in Barrow Strait could not move, from
which causes nothing certain can be calculated upon in the navigation of these
waters, everything depending on the season and direction of the wind.

The exceeding early rise in the temperature induces me to believe that the
ensuing summer will be very favourable for navigation, and that we may confi-
dently anticipate a releuse this year, but of course it depends upon circumstances,
over which no control can be exercised; but the experivnce of three previous
scasons indicates this to be a remarkably forward year.

I now proceed to answer your interrogations ; first, with respect to our sanitar
state since May 1852, the health of myselt and oflicers has been excellent, wit
the exception of Messrs. Wynniatt and Sainsbury, (mates.) The latter has
suffered much {rom a pulmonary complaint that subjected him to treatment
soon after entering the ice in 1850, and has now assumed very unfavourable
symptoms, and he is now mnot considered sufficiently strong for removal.
The crew has been worked hard in ballasting and watering during the months
of May, June, and July, which reduced them in flesh considerably, A supply
of venison, allowing an issuc three times 2 weck at the rate of a pound and a
half per man, sustained them admirably in health until this duty was completed.
The cffcets of short allowance were, however, visible during the winter; our
sportsmen not being able to furnish, in the carly part of it, above one meal of
venison weekly, consequently many were attacked by scurvy; but since the com-
mencement of the present year, we have fortunately been able to inerease the issue
of thar nutritious food. Although this has been a most rigorous and trying winter,
their complaints gradually subsided, and on he Ist of April there were but three
confined to their hammocks, and all in better condition than I could have
anticipated.

Up to the 4th of April our numbers were undiminished, which circumstance
is of itsclf a very strong proof of the health we have all enjoyed. I, however,
regret to say that, on the night of the 5th of April, a sudden and unexpected
event occurred in the death of John Boyle, who unhappily drank oft' the con-
tents of some medicine bottles that he was directed to wash, which brought on
an acute attack of diarrheea at 1,30 p.ar, which {erminated fatally at 11.45 p.m.
And yesterday I reccived intelligence from Dr. Armstrong, that Kerr, gunner's
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mate, and J. Ames, A.B,, had died. The former had been long suffering from
dropsy ; the latter but a few days from disease of the heart.

Having now discharged all the most weakly part of the crew into this
vessel, I find there remains but one in the list, from a tumour formed in the
throat, and that the others are in high spirits, from which (and the consequent
increase of provicions, I shall now be cnabled to issue, when coupled with the
mild weather tb  has for some time continued, with the certainty of wild fowl
and other game during the summer, as well as sorrel,) I have every reason to
belicve that our sanitary state will be better than the corresponding period last
gear, as we have no arduous work to perform ; the ordinary duties of the ship

cing all that is required.

Second, with regard to my intended movements, I cannot do better than refer
you to my dispatch to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, written pre-
vious to my knowledge of your being in this vicinity, which will be now partially
carricd out by your approximation, and all apprehension as to our ultimate fate
removed. Irom the cause mentioned in the early part of this letter, I do not
think that you will require any further information on this head, as you are
perfectly aware of my opinion as the feasibility of carrying out the views
which I have mentioned in my communication to their Lordships: and should
the scason be favourable, which, fromits present appearance, I have every reason
to helicve that it will, I see little to prevent; but should we unfortunately
be detained another year in the bay of Mercy, it is my wish to send you {as
soon as the strait is finally frozen over) fourteen of the crew, which will reduce
my complement to twenty. Thisarrangement will admit of giving those remaining
nearly double allowance of provisions, which will fortify them against the rigour
of a {ourth winter, and in the spring of next year we must necessarily desert the
vessel and proceed to join your pendant.

The quantity of provisions at our present allowance, you will see by the
enclosed return is ample for our consumption. Potatoes being the only article
that I would beg of you to supply ; a few cases of which can without difficulty
be taken across on my return.

I believe this is all that at present is required to be noticed, and as you are
now fully acquainted with our situation and all circumstances connected with it,
also my ardent desire to complete the passage by conveying the “Investigator”
and the remainder of the crew in safety to England, in the accomplishment of
which I feel perfectly persuaded of your hearty co-operation and assistance.

I cannot refrain from taking this opportunity of expressing to you the grateful
feelings that all the officers and men, in common with myself, entertain for the
cordial and truly British welcome with which we were greeted on our arrival on
board the ¢ Resolute,” by yourself, officers, and crew. The impressions of such
kindness, rendered grateful beyond measure from the peenliar circumstances of
our position, will, I am thoroughly sure, never be effaced from our recollections.

I have, &c.
Roperr M‘Crurg, Commander.

No. 4.
Captain Kerrerr, C.B., to Commander M¢Crure.

By Hemy Kellett, Fsq., C.B., Captain of ILM.S. ¢ Resolute,” and Scnior
Officer in Barrow Strait.

ITerewiTn you will receive an order to hold a survey on the ofticers and crew
of II.M. ship under your command.

Should the medical ofticers, after duly considering the state of the crew, be of
opinion that from debility or other causes the men are unfit to contend with
another winter in this climate, you will leave your ship with your whole crew,
and join me at Dealy Island.

Should they find the men's health such that they are of opinion by remaining
there would not be more than the average risk of health in this climate, you
will give the men the option of volunteering,—should the number of volunteers
nol umount to twenty men, which you conceive is the least possible number

with which you could attempt to navigate these seas.
M3
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You will, under these circumstances, also leave her and join me here.

For reasons advanced in your letter to me, you state that there is a probe-
bility of your being released and reaching Melville Island this season. To
make the Passage would be highly creditable, and redound to the national
honour. It is only, in my opinion, now that the existence of the Passage is
actually known, a second consideration to that of the safety of your crew.

The object of your voyage, the search after the missing expedition, having
been fully accomplished on all the coast within your reach, unfortunately with-
out success, no discredit can be attached to you or your crew, who have so
nobly persevered through three Arctic winters.

You are aware of the resources of this ship, and the orders under which I
am acting.

Your ship, should you be obliged to leave her, will be advantageously placed
as a dep6t for Captain Collinson, should he reach her position.

I place the greatest confidence in your judgment.

Given under my hand on board H.M.S, * Resolute,” Winter Quarters,
Dealy [sland, 5th May 1853.
(Signed) H. Kereerr, Captain.

No. 5.
Commander M*Crure to Captain Hexry Kevierr, C.B.
H.M.S. ¢ Resolute,” Dealy Island,
Sir, 19th April 1853.

In consequence of the departure on the 15th of this month, of Licutenant
Cresswell, with a detachment of seamen and marines from H.M.S. under my
command, for embarkation on bourd this vessel for a passage to England, to
enable me to carry out the views mentioned in my letter to the Seerctary of the
Admiralty on the 5th instant, having also Mr. Sainsbury, mate, a great invalid
and incapable of doing duty, who, should we not get out from Bay of Mercy
this season, will have to be discharged with the scnior licutenant and party,
into the “ Resolute ” during the autumn.

I have to submit it will be necessary that another commissioned officer of the
wardroom rank should be appointed, and to request that Mr. Stephen Court,
second master, may be ordered to act as master of Her Majesty’s Ship, under
my command.

The exemplary conduct of this officer interests me in his hchalf, and it was
my intention to have done this, as mentioned in my letter to the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, with which you are acquainted.

I have, &ec.
Ronerr M‘Crure, Commander

No. 6.
Captain KeLrerr, C.B., to Commander M‘Crune.

H.ML.S. ¢ Resolute,” Dealy Island,
Sir, 20th of April, 1853,

I'nave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, request-
ing that a commissioned officer of wardroom rank might he appointed to LLM.S.
under your command, and recommending Mr. Stephen Court, 2d master, for
advancement.

I fully concur with you in the necessity of 2 second executive officer of ward-
room rank being on board the “ Investigator,” and cnclose an acting commis-
sion as master for Mr. Court, whom you have recommended.

He is to be borne in licu of a licutenant, after the departure of that portion
of the crew for this ship, for passage to England.

I have, &c.
II. Krirerr, Captain,
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No. 8.

DivrnNaL Vaniations of the Thermometers at Melville Island, 1852-53.

n.
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No. 9.

Tapre showing the Direction of the Winds in each Month: the numbers in
decimal parts of 1, their frequency.

September Octoher November | Deeember I January February Mareh
1852, 185, 1832, 1852, i 1853, 18511, 1853,
North ‘9745 ‘4320 ‘3814 *5862 ! * 43606 * 5994 *0911
N.NL.E. ' 0424 ‘0813 '0928 * 0698 ‘0309 0150 *OHL4
N E. *0536 ‘0158 ‘0582 ‘00357 ' ‘0139 0187 0157
1i.N.E. ‘0077 *0N6G6 * 0800 *0057 f *0809 ‘0187 *0148
Eust 0706 * 0099 ‘0891 *0395 *0990 *0558 *0486 1
L.S.E. ‘0148 0 0174 *0184 0106 ‘0180 * 1527
SE. ‘0939 ‘0211 ‘0582 "398 *0053 QN7 0867
S.S.E, 0035 ‘038 L ‘0294 *0l64 0 ‘00 *0019
South *0437 ‘0165 ‘0l10 ‘0052 ‘0042 ‘00t *0078
S.8. W, 0 0 0027 0 0 QL *0009
S\, ‘09218 *0066 ‘017t *0016 ‘ ‘0468 ‘0106 0085
W.S. W, *0197 *1066 ‘0197 *U008 ‘0139 0 0
West "1517 ‘0351 ‘0082 *0NnNs ‘0511 009 * 0009
W.NLW, ‘0113 <0035 *0202 0090 " 1043 0016 ‘OlL8
N.W, 1998 (780 ‘09294 *OLES l ‘0479 0114 *0009
W.N.W, ‘0712 *1527 ‘0809 *1600 | ‘0543 *17495 )
Calms 16 hours, | 40 hours. | 8 hours. | 21 hours. | 45 hours. | 21 hours, l 37 houws.
No. 10,

Captain Kevrerr, C.B., to Commander PoLLex.
By Heury Kellett, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute.”
Sir,

Herewrrnn you will receive despatches and other docnments connected with
the service of the Western branch of Arctic Expedition under the command of
Sir Ldward Belcher, C.B,, addressed to him, as well as those containing the pro-
ceedings of Her Majesty's ship ¢ Investigator.”

You will give directions for their being copied for the information of Sir
Edward Belcher, transmitting the whole of the originals to the Seeretary of the
Admiralty for their Lovdships’ information by the first opportunity.

With reference to the equipment of the “North Star,” I refer you to my
letter addressed to Sir Edward Belcher of this date, all information conneeted
with which I think you will do right to follow.

Should you have an opportunity of sending to England before a vessel reaches
you from this place, you will deliver the dispatches from Commander
M‘Clure into the charge of Lieutenant Cresewell, sending the whole of the
party by which vou receive this, to England.

Given under my hand, on boar? *er Majesty’s ship “ Resolute,”
Beechey Islas’, 7th May 1853.
(Signed ) Hexry Kererr, Captain.

Commander Pullen, Her Majestv's ship ¢ North Star,”

Beechey Island.

No. L.
SECrETARY OF THE ADMiravty to Captain Kerwrr, C.B.

Sir, 7th October 1853,

[ nave reeeived and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
the narvative of the proceedings of' the Western Division of’ the Relief” Eapedi-
tion under your orders, and [ am desived to express to you the satisfiction with
which their Lordships have reeeived intelligence ot the safety of HLM, DBiscovery
Ship « Investigator,” under the command of’ Captain Maclure, and of the succour
you were enabled to extend to that ship. _

In conveying to you their Lordships’ unqualified approval ol your excrtions,

I am at the same time to express to you their satisfaction at your report of the
N
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good conduct of the officers, seamen, and marines employed under your orders,
more particularly whilst cugaged in their extended sledge journies, the result of
which, especially those to the westward under Commander M’Clintock and
Licut. Mccham, my Lords anxiously look forward to be acquainted with.
[ am, &c.
(Signed) W. A, B, Haamwron.

No. 12.

To the Officer Commanding the Sledge cither from the ¢ Assistance ”
or “ Pioneer.”
Sir, Point Phillips, 16th April 1853,

I Arrtvep here this morning on my return to the ¢ North Star,” atter having
deposited at Cape Becher, despatches for Sir E. Belcher, duplicates of which
are underneath.  "There is also at Cape Becher a small cask of newspapers and
packet of letters for both ships, brought out by Commander Inglefield in the
““ Isabel.” He arrived on the 7th of September last, and Ieft again the next day.
The * Prince Albert” was also with us, arriving on the 19th of’ August.

The “ North Star ” was driven on shore by ice, and n heavy 8.1, gale of wind
last September; and, as we have not been able to get her oft yet, it is very
probable that no party will be here on the 1st of May.  You therefore deposit
your despatches, &c., and they shall be sent for as soon as possible.  One
party will leave when I return for Cape Becher; they will also have the letters
brought over by ¢ Albert ” from Port Leopold, as well as a few more papers
from England.

We passed this on our way to Cape Becher, but not finding it out until T got
the latitude, then about one mile north and two orthree west, I would not turn
back, but made for Baillic Hamilton Isle.

The travelling has been very heavy, and on the west side of the islands
dangerous, for many holes of water and much rotten ice was scen, of course
getting worse daily.  We left the ship on the 2d of March, © all well.”

Yours, &ec.,
W. J. S, Pouien, Commander, R.N.

At Cape Rescue, 20th April 1353

Commander Pullen arrived here on the 30th March, leaving his ship the
“ North Star,” in Erebus Bay, Beechey Island, on the 2ist.  Adfter breaking
his two sleds, was obliged to proceed with one, made out of the two sound
runners, and part ol his party ot twelve to Point Phillips and Becher, leaving
the remainder ot party here. Reached Point Becher on the 10th of April, and
deposited dispatches tor Sir E. Beleher, also letters and a cask of newspapers
for both ships.  On his return deposited duplicate dispatches at Point Phillips,
and arrived here on the 19th of April.  Found the party gone on to the ship,
made this caché and left the next day.  Party all well.

Found the travelling throughout very heavy and dangerous on the west side
of the islands, from so much open water and rotten ice—in many places not
more than an inch thick, and covered with a thin coat of snow, through which
himself and Mr. Alston broke.

April 20th 1853,

No. 13.

Commander PourLen to Captain Sir E. Berener, C.B.
’ FLLMLS. “ North Star,” Beechey Island,
Sir, . . Lith July 1853,

1. Havine acquainted vou with the procecdings of Her Majesty’s ship under
my comnund, up to the end of February, which 1 left with letters from England
at Cape Becher Jast April, Ibeg to forward you a further account up to this
time.

2. From the recovds I left at Cape Becher you will be acquainted with the
state of the ice between it and this place. I commenced my return on the 11th
April, making an attempt to cross the northern channel for the purpose of
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passing to the eastward of the islands, but was frustrated in consequence of the
heavy and hummocky state of the ice; thelike success I met with in the middle
channel, and from the same cause, together with the rotten and unsafe nature of
he flocs, exhibiting many holes of open water and ice so thin that on two occa-
sions myseli’ and Mr. Alston (mate) broke through into the water. I got into
Cornwallis Island again (west of Cape Phillips) on the 16th, and the next day
my last and remaining sled was unfortunately broken, so that it was with much
difficulty I rcached Mr. Penny’s boat, lcaving duplicate despatches at Point
Phillips on passing it. Here I was detained until Monday, the whole inter-
vening time being einployed in converting the large boat sled, so as to take us
back to theship.  Onthe 20th I arrived at my depot at Cape Rescue, and found
the men I had left there gone to the ship. The next day [ procceded, made
for and reached Cape Bowden on the afternoon of the 22d, and the ship on the
24th, the four wmen having arrived two days previous.

3. The travelling on the return journey was much better from the heavy snow-
drift filling up between the hummocks, and taking a somewhat different route ;
hence the short time we took in accomplishing it.

4. The second party had gone off, and as I said in my notice at Cupe Becher
that they would visit it, feared by their taking the same route 1 did they
would not be able to cross, and having been away only two days, sent
a light party out to desire the oflicer in charge to take the eastern route ; untor-
tunately they were unsuccessful : I could therefore only trust that Mr. Shella-
bear, on reading the notices left at Cape Rescue and Point Phillips, would keep
well to the castward on crossing the Queen’s Channel, and thus reach Cape
Becher all right.  On the afternoon of the 21st May this party returned, not
having been able to reach the extreme point of rendezvous in consequence of
the state of the ice. A copy of his journal I forward.

5. Tt was fortunate that I left at so carly a period, for on returning from Cape
Becher the 11th and 13th April, found the ice had so visibly changed, showing
many more large cracks and holes, that on my arrival at Cornwallis Island I did
not, consider it safe to return, even immediately had it been necessary.

6. On my arrival at the ship [ found every preparation for getting off in as
advanced a state as possible.  All the heavy ice that had been forced up under
the bows, nearly to the bowsprit, was for the third time removed, together with
the snow dug down to the solid ice for some distance ahead, the line of intended
dock gravelled for at least two miles o seaward, and the house finished with the
exception of a few small jobs ; it is now complete all but the banking outside,
is most substantially built, and will afford comfortable accommodation for any
parties who may reach it.

7. It was not until the 23d May that we could commence with the saws, and
then from the state of the weather, the thickness of the ice, (seventeen to five
feet,) our progress was very slow, the bauking was removed from the ship’s
side well down to the bilge, leaving just sufficient to prevent her falling over.
At first no water was under her, but on its gradually finding its way in, found
she was fairly embedded in a cradle of ice, and raised at least cighteen inches off
the ground 5 this I discovered by getting only at the highest tides twelve feet
two inches on the sternpost, whereas in a small hole under the port counter
there was thirteen feet cight inches :—in this latter place last autumm the sound-
ings were the least. I now had the remaining embankment removed from the
ship on cither side, and found from the after part of the fore chaing, right aft,
and down to the keel, the ice fairly stuck to her bottom.  To get the water
along the bilge a narrow trench was dug out fore and att, to allow it to come in
from ftornward and remain there at low water ;. and, with ashes spread, a change
soon became apparent, the tide coming over the ice and the ship rising to nearly
an even keel trom the three degrees list she had had to starboard for the Tast
month.

8. On the 30th May, to my surprise, an officer arrived from the ¢ Besolute”
with the gratifving intelligence of the “ Investigator,” Commander M*Clure,
having nearly performed the North-West passage. she is now and hus been since
September 1851, within reach oft Winter Harbour, Melville Island, and about
167 miles from Dealy Istand, the @ Resolutes ™ winter quarters. Her present
position is in a bay (Merey Bay) on the notth shores of a new island they have
discovered, and named after Siv Trancis Baring.  This was first known last
autumn, by one of Captain Kellett’s travelling parties picking up at winter

N2



1n0

harbowr their notice left on the large sandstone rock. Copies of letters from
Captain Kellett, together with journal, chart, and other documents from Com-
mander M*Clure, I take with me to leave at Cape Becher, retaining the originals
for transmission to England, as per order from the former also enclosed.  The
officer (Mr. Roche, mate) from the * Resolute” was accompanied by the
boatswain, and ten men from his own ship, also two ot the * Investigator’s”
officers, sent on here for o passage to Lngland the first opportunity.  Many of
the “ Investigator's ™ people were lett at Dealy Island unable to travel, and if
she is to be finally abandoned this year, all join the * Resolute.”

9. Considering it necessary under present circumstances that Captain Kellett
should be acquainted with the position of” this ship, Mr. Roche having volunteered
to return, and Licutenant Cresswell’s opinion being favourable as to the practi-
cability of doing so in time, I gave him a light cquipment, all our dogs, and
sent hum off on the 4th June.

10. The men which came from the “ Resolute,” as soon as they had recovered
from the fatigues of their journey, were employed with our own on the ice ; and
we began to make a better show of removing the obstacles about us: still it was
a slow process cutting up and parbuckling out such heavy ice.  The powder
now caine into requisition and told well, when on the 24th June we had cleared
out so much ahead, that, could we only get her out of her icy cradle, we might
move her on end with the purchases.  About twenty tons of provisions,
stores, &c., were got out and placed on the ice alongside, which nearly cleared
the vessel.

1. Having for some days past observed that the highest tide mark on the
sternpost never showed more than 11 ft. 10 in., indicating a decrease in the
depth 3 whereas, under at the port counter it was the same, which I was at a
loss to account for, when on the 24th June I had a hole dug in the ice close to,
and got completely through to the ground; then by means of a spirit level
found, as the tide rose, it floated the ice close to fairly off' the ground, with the
ship imbedded in it, thus acting on her just like an immense camel. Now on
cither side of the ship, fore and aft, and about two futhoms off, the ice that
we had taken the banking off was cracked from the main body, but not
sufliciently clear to allow it, ship and all, to go out together § tor it was very
evident all was off the ground at the top of high water. The saw was therefore
passedd through the ice within this crack, right aft to the stern, crossing two
cracks at right angles with the ship’s side ; holes also were dug through, and as
the whole mass floated up with the ship, a few four pound charges were fired,
which, in o great measure shook the iee trom the ship's bottom, and by the
evening of the 25th had a pretty good space eleared nearly aft to the starboard
gangway . The tides were now taking off, and T did not expect to be able to
mose her (doubtful even then) until the middle of July; however, as there
were four holes yvet in the ice, on the starbourd side, fairly through to the
ground, I determined on trying with a night high water, ‘it charges placed
and blown off' in quick succession would not move her in her bed. I saw
no other hope: it was a desperate remedy, but ours was a desperate case,
and there was no caleulating when we should move her, for as we advanced,
the heavier beeame our work 5 and with pick-axes, saws, and shovels, it was
indeed a slow operation; and we might not possibly get off, until forced off
by the ice driving out in a body, as it did last vear. Night tides were now
certainly the highest, so at 2 A on Sunday morning the 26th, the purchases
were again manned 5 sails set to a light breeze from 8K and one charge
placed in a hole at the gfrangway. At this time there was 1.4 feet 6 inches
under the fore foot, and only 11 feet 10 inches showing on the sternpost,
o I considered her at least 18 inches at this spot off the ground, borne up
ts before said by the ice.  The purchases therefore heing taut, three more
charges held in readines<; the gangway one was ignited, which on exploding,
to my great refiet, not only shattered the ice about us so much, but the
ship fairly moved in her icy bed, secing which, I had the others in immediatel V3
one in a hole half’ way along the main chains ; another under the mizen chains,
starboard side : and one close by the sternpost, with fuzees cut and ignited, so ay
to explode in quick succession.  They had the desired cffeet, for they so
shattered the ice alongside and uuder the stern, apparently shaking it oft' her
bottom, that she sank down bodily, and with keeping o taut strain on the
purchases, .sprung ahead : after which, we hove her ahead gradually, until having
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moved her on an end ¢ forty-two feet,” we could go no further until more ice
was out of the wav. The tide also was fulling, but having gained so much, I
now felt confident of our getting afloat in good time, and as soon as we could
clear space ahead where we had been catting for heaving into. This we managed
to do, and by flecting on gradually until we could float, much ice passed into the
open space astern : when, on the evening ot Thursday, the 30th ultimo, we were
up to the head of our dock, and in water were she could lie afloat at the lowest
tides. After having lain nine months fast held, powerless in a bed of ice,
there was a rejoicing this evening you may be sure, siry and I trust never to
be placed in a like position again: such an oceurrence is, I believe, unparalleled
in the annals of Arctic navigation for such a lergth of time.

12. On the Gth instant, the ship’s bottom wus swepl, ~ud we could not
detect that she had received any injurv: she was also as tight as ever,
making no wafer, at which I am surprised, from lately having strained so much.
In sweeping, much ice was worked off her bottom, and came up alongside
the small bower anchor, and with it also about thirty tathoms ot chain I fear we
shall lose, for the ice in its direction is very heavy and hummocky: at all
cvents we may possibly pick it up it the ice clears out of' the bay : at present I
sce no hope for it, for up to this date, as far as the eye can reach from the
summit ot Beechey Island, not a patch of open water is to be scen in any
direction but our dock, or the ice moving in Barrow Straits. This scason, there-
fore, I fear will be a very late one, although so fine and carly a spring.

13. After getting off, preparations were commenced for my leaving 5 and, as
it would be necessary to take a boat, a solid sled was made, and the gutta
percha boat left by the * Prince Albert” got in readiness, and this evening I
leave for Cape Becher.  Whenever practicable, 1 propose sending a boat across
to Port Leopold, to examine the state of things there,

14. A1l the provisions but nine months’ for my own crew are in the course of
landing, and very nearly completed.  The perishable articles will be placed in
the house.  Our water is complete, and the ship will be ready tor any emergency
by the end of the month,  The dock cutting, although over a great distance, I
think will be of casy accomplishment, for it is now so wasted down where
we have gravelled and covered with water, that any of our boats would
float in it.

15. With respeet to this place as a winter quarters, I do not consider it a safe
one for a ship of this draft, for at the time you generally Took for the closing of
the scason the south cast winds appear to prevail, driving in heavy bodies ot old
ice, and for us there is no shelter whatever. With no hope of getting an answer
from you in time, I have acquainted Captain Kellett of this circumstance, and
a request to he allowed to move.

16. On my return from Cape Becher, T found Mr, M¢Cormick, the surgeon,
laid up with a broken rib, since which he has not been out of the sick list. 1
enclose herewith the sich report 5 and in concluding this letter I heg strongly to
recommend to your favourable consideration my- exceutive ofticers, Mr. Pullen,
the master, in particular, whose exertions at all times have been unceasing, and
his suggestions during this trying period most valuable.  Mr. \lston, mate, has
shown a worthy example, not only at this time in particular, but on the journey
with me to Cape Becher and back again.  Mr. Shellabear, the second master,
has not only done his work well, but on two occasions when he had charge of
travelling parties, his conduct of them has fully met my approbation. The
behaviour of my crew has quite equalled my eapectations.

1 have, &c.,
W. J. 5. Purren, Commander.

No. 14.

Cuape Rescue, July 17 1853.
Carraty Proees arrvived nere again carly this morning on his way *o Cape
Becher, having left the  Novth Star” in Lrcbus and Terror Bay, on the 11th,
with a party of ten men and an officer, with a boat and sled.  Proceeded on
the 18th. .
N3



102

The above party arrived here on their return on the morning of the {th of
August, having met the ¢ Assistance™ and “ Pioncer” off Point Majendie.  Sir
5. Beleher intended passing down the castern shores of Wellington Channel to
Becchey Island.

On a line N. 34° 30" W. by compass. underneath the second heap from this,
and close under the rugged part ol the hill, was deposited about 701bs. of
pemmican, 50 Ibs. of bread, and some grease, all removed from this, the bears
having broken in on a former occasion.  The cairn on the beach also divects to
the provisions.

: orning th : . C
The party left again on the WOTINS of the ? , detained the intervening time
evening Hth

by weather and repairs necesgsary to boat and sled.
W. J. S. PuLLen,
Commander of H.M.S. “ North Star,”
On shingle ridge just above the beach (Cape Rescue.)

Closc under the hill underncath a heap of stones was deposited, by Captain
Pullen of H.M.S. ¢ North Star,” a quantity of provisions for the usc of any
parties who may be short on arriving at this spot.

See cairn, with notice and small bamboo on the point.—August 4th 1853.
“All well.”

No. 15.
Keprorr or PRrocEEDINGS,

Commander PoLcen to Captain Sir E. Berener, C.B.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ North Star,”
Beechey Island, 12th of August 1853.
Sir,

1. I navi.the honour to inform you, that after leaving the  Assistance ” on the
27th ultuno, T proceeded, according to your wishes, into Cape Majendie, built
two large cairns, and deposited the notices on the rocks, over where the provi-
sions are deposited ; obtained a very imperteet set of observations for time and
latitude (by reason of the weather).  Crossed to Dundas [sland, passed down
its western shores, and that night encamped about half a mile to the southward
of Point, Fitzjumes 5 the next morning I started with a reasonable hope from the
state of tide, ice, and weather, of reaching Point Phillips that evening 3 but, on
arriving off Point Viscontc, there was a thick fog coming up from the southward,
quite obscuring the southern land ; still I could see some distance in the desired
direction, thercfore, with a fair breeze, 1 shoved oft, determined to make a push
for Cornwallis Land. T don’t suppose I had run more than five miles, before 1
suddenly found myself” encircled with driving ice, and almost immediately we
were compelled to seleet the best floe and haul our boat up, soon atter which all
appeared a dense mass as far as the cye could reach, heaving and grinding
to'gcthcr; and the fog clearing off, saw it was all packed up on cither shere,
without any hopes of our being able to move on, unless wind or tide opened out
a passage. Thus Twas detained until 7.30 a.m. of the 30th ultimo, only moving
to get on a better picee of ice as the floe drove, when, from the southerly wind
then breezing up, apparently driving the ice hard up on the southern shores of
Baillic Hamilton Islund ; and the flood tide having moved an immense smooth Hoe
picce to the castward, [ commenced to Tauneh the hoat, and, after passig over
innumerable quantities o' hunnnoceky stuff, occasionally forcing, tln‘(mgl\b:«'lnuﬂ
pools o brash ice, [ got onit, and at 1.45 of the morning of the 31st, lnunched the
boat into open water about four miles from Cornwallis Island, and <ix 1o the
westward ot Point Phillips, which point T reached at four the <ume mormning :
found my party there all well, but looking anxiousiv for our arrival, i

9. (. the lsL.instnnt, at 3 o, T aaw, asif conﬁing throngh the ice for the
lfmtll_. i boat, which I concluded 1o be yours, therefore pulled ont for it; bt
find 1z it only a picce of block ice returned, embarked the whole party, pulled
up to the ice, got the boat on the sledge, and proceeded in a direct line {or the
island, o short distance off’ the land, and before T pot abreast of Abandon Bay,
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the ice was so bad, that the sledge, boat, and party broke through, and we were
obliged to haul in for the land again and pursue the usual courses and at 15
minutes after midnight of the morning of' the 4th of August reached Point
Rescue. Here I'was detained till the morning of the 6th hy the weather, when,
after leaving a notice as to the whereabouts of the depét, and the course you
were pursuing for this place (see notices dated July 17), started for the ship,
and arrived on board on the eveuning of the 11th instant. I found at the mouth
of the bay (surrounded by ice) Her Majesty’s steam vessel ¢ Pheenix,” Com-
mander Inglefield, with a transport from England, having on board provisions
and couls for the expedition, and discharging with all specd.

3. Finding Commander Ingleficld had left for Cape Rescue the day betore 1
arrived, taking with him Mr. Alston, mate, and two boats ; I at first thought of
sending after him, but on consideration, and it would take some little time to
equip o sledge, I deci dedon sending a party direct to you with dispatches and
private letters.

4. Lieutenant Bellot, the I'rench officer in the ¢ Pheenix,” having so gallantly
volunteered to lead this party, I have given him the command, a light equip-
ment, so as to ensure reaching your ship as speedily as possible.

5. Commander Inglefield will, I expect, reach you about the same time ;
learning from Point Rescuc your probable position.

6. The ice here only opened out on the 1st, when two casks, containing
notices, were sct adrift. The ice in Wellington Channel is still heavy and
closely packed, with no appearance of a disruption after leaving Point Rescuc
till 1 awrived at Point Inms, where it had broken off directly across the channel
to Cornwallis Land, but still floating about in heavy masses.  In Barrow Strait
it is closc up to the floc edge, but from the top of the island long leads are
visible to the S.E. ; to the westward still heavily packed ; hoth the “ Pheenix ”
and transport have been nipped, and are nearing the island whenever an oppor-
tunity offers.

7. In conclusion, I am most happy to inform you, that the unchor from which
we drove last Scptember, and which T despaired of recovering, the master has
succeeded in getting once more to the bows. We have thercfore happily lo~t
nothing, and the ship is now ready for sea with the cxception of getting a few
more provisions on board, which will be done immediately the transport is
discharged, by which time I trust you will be here.

I have, &c.,
W. J. S. PurLen, Commander.

N.B. I um in great haste to get Lieutenant Bellot off, 1 therefore beg you will
excuse any inaccuracies, and to state that I have every confidence in him, and
he will give you all the news.

‘v" III .

Journal of the ¢ North Star,” Commander Pullen, 14th August 1852
to February 1853,

No. 1.

JounrnaL of the Proceepines of Her Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” in Erebus
and Terror Bay, Beechey Island, Winter of 1852-53.

1. The * Assistance,” and ¢ Pioneer,” her tender, lett tor Wellington Channel
on the night of the 14th. the “ Intrepid ” now hauled alongside to take in her
share of coals (having completed the provisions before), and on Sunday morning,
about 11 a.m., she finished, almost clearing out the “ North Star entirely.
Provisions, however, we have plenty; but coals aud fuel Ifear we may fall short of.

2. The steamer lit her fires directly, and as soon as the stcam was up we
exchanged parting salutes with her and the “Resolute,” when she took her
charge in tow and steamed oft' to the westward for Melville Island, thus leaving
us to our reflections and solitude for the next twelve months at least.

N 4

1th Auguat 1859,

1ith August, * Reso-

thee
leave,

ana  “Intrepid”
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3. The orders 1 received trom Siv Edward Belcher, on his leaving, was to
despateh two sledge parties to torm depots on the east side of Wellington
Channel, preparatory to more decided exploration of North Devon, Jones Land,
and the land northerly in the spring ot 1853.  One of these partics on cach
occasion, Mr. M*Cormice, the surgeon, was to have charge ofy I therefore decided
thut as soon as the ship was in a safe position, to send him oft first, but as the
day was Sunday, and all having been constantly employed from the moment the
*Resolute ™ came in, 1 considered that. Wednesday would be early enough, as
by that time I hoped to get into a good dock before losing the services of the
six men for the party, tor it was o great diminution of our small ship’s
company.

4. The remaining sledge party, o hoat party, this season, I intended to give
in charge to Mr. Shellabear, the second master, fully purposing it to be entirely
sledge work, therefore not to go off until the ice made sutficiently for travelling
and as T had heard a great deal of’ talk about the probability of a passage from
the head of Maxwell Bay into some northern water, or perhaps Jones' Sound,
1, as soon as the ship was all safe, determined to go into that bay, for the purpose
of examining it and setting the matter completely at vest, and perbaps on my
return visit Port Leopold.

5. The cause tor this conjecture arose from Mr. Krabbé, now Master of the
“Intrepid,” having been into Maxwell Bay last commission, and considering that
he could see a very considerable distance towards the head of the bay without
a continuation of land, thought it probable there might be a lead into some more
northern water.

6. As the command of one of the spring parties had been arranged for by
Sir Edward Belcher, in the person ot M. MtCormick, I intended giving the
second to Mr. Shellabear, and lead the third myscelt, purposing then, it possible,
to reach the “ Assistanee™ in her winter guarters.

7. Captam Kellett heing the tast senior oflicer on leaving, handed me a letter
urging the necessity of visiting Port Leopold, which [ had also decided on
doing,—therefore would prepare forit 3 and considering that the © Mary ™ yacht on
the beach in Union Bay would be well adapted for the servicee, T determined on
laumehing and bringing her into Erebus and ‘Ferror Bay the fivst comvenient oppor-
tunity, also considermg, it the best place for her, as <he would most likely require
repair after the exposure to Aretie weather. Oun the atternoonof Sunday the master
and L. therefore, visited the little vessel.  She was Iving on a gravelly beach on
the northern <hores of Union Bay, with her heel about siv feet above high-water
mark. with provisions m her, left not only by Sir John Ross but other Aretic
parties who had visited the place in 1851,

R In the course of our ramble we camne on the sledge tracks mentioned by
some of the former parties, and on tracing them up towards a deep valley, through
which a rapid stream was vunning, and emptying itself’ in Union Bay, when we
lost all further traces but the remains of 1 broken pine spar ;. finding nothing
further, returned on board

9. This morning 1 told Mr. M*Cormick that he could leave the ship with
crew of six men on Wednesday, vequesting hin at the same time to acquaint me
with the quantity of provisions he would wish to take and the names of his erew,
as he had said betore that several of” the people had volunteered to accompany
him.  Shortly he gave e the requived fists, and [ ordered every thing to be got
ready by that time, ' '

10. On Tuesday morning, in the dinges, with Mr, Shellabear, sccond master,
one of the quartermasters, and the captain of’ the nutin-top, I pulled round
Beeches Island into Union Bay, and fanded close to the © Mary,” and com-
meneed preparations for getting her off” the heach. ‘

1. We had brought from the ship a pick-ase, two shovels, two ice anchors, a
luflitackle and a snateh block, considering that as she lay on the top of u sloping
heach, and not far off the high-water mark, it would he quite sufficient to get
her about halt her Tength over that mark, and the tide would do the rest.  All
the gear she had was her standing rigging ¢ Mudian rig), a picee of chain cable,
and a small anchor, one wrm of which was broken oft. Under the hatehes was
the provision, consisting of about one dozen casks, which we cot out, also her
sl and spread them to dry, for they were ina very damp state and greatly
mildewed 5w small quantity of five-wood, a few wedaes, and two or three picees
of old spars, which came in handy as rollers, ‘
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12, The anchor I buried at low-water mark, passed the chain round her as a
necklace, and hooked on the luff, when, after clearing a great quantity of shingle
from under her bilge, hove taut, but, with all our efforts, she did not budge one
inch, However, determining not to be conquered, we had another examination
into the shingle under her port bilge and keel, when, on clearing away, found
she was hard frozen right fore and aft ; it was soon cleared ; wedges brought into
play; two rollers got under, her; another trial, when, lo and behold! the other
arm of the anchor broke off. The ice anchors were then had recourse to, placed
in the very same spot, well buried, and two or three casks of salt provisions on
them, and although we got well down into the ice, directly the strain came on,
the anchors jumped fairly out of the ground, and I began to fear we should
have to give it up until we got more strength trom the ship. We were only
four and one luff-tackle to launch over a shingle beach a vessel of twelve tons
burthen, and doubled nearly up to the plank shear. The ship was at least three
miles off, and knowing full well that she could ill spare strength from their
present occupation, I resolved on making another attempt, and by bringing a new
auxiliary into play was succcssful.

13. On the starboard quarter of’ the “ Mary ” lay a large grounded picce of
ice, left, I suppose, by the last tide (the vessel was lying with her stern to the
water) ; in the outer edge of this ice the two anchors were fixed ; then a long
strap, made of a picce of spare rope, to which the luff-tackle, as well as to the
necklace, was hooked, and on its tall one of the yacht’s runners.  The wedges
and rollers had been before placed, we therefore set well taut, when, to my
delight, I found the anchors hold; so with all our weight and a good will we
started her, Little as it was, it was quite cnough ; therefore, after numerous fleets
and working steady, by midnight of' Tuesday she was in the water. She leaked
a little, certainly ; however, provisions were put on board again, sails were bent,
and we shoved off for Ercbus and Terror Bay, which we reached about four
o'clock on Wednegday morning in a heavy snowstorm and strong breeze
from N.N.W.

14, It was fortunate we got in when we did, for before we could make fast to
the ship the wind increased so considerably, that had we been blown off the
land, very probable so light as the vessel was, she would have gone bodily to
leeward.  The master informed me too that almost ull the time I had been
away, just twenty-tfour hours, it had been blowing hard, cither from N.W,
or S E.  With us in Union Bay it appeared quite calin,

15. We are now working hard to get the ship into secure quarters, but
notwithstanding all we had yet cut, she scemed as much exposed as ever, tor

with the breezes blowing lately, the outer parts of our dock was constantly’

breaking ap. It appeared as if" the bud weather had set in for good, and we
were experiencing some of the rigours of northern regions.

16. Mr. M‘Cormick was not able to get ready before Thursday, in fact it
was blowing too hard; when at seven o'clock in the morning of that day, a suil
was seen in the offing standing in towards us.  As she approached we could

lainly sce it was the ¢ Prince Albert,” when at a quarter after ten Mr.

‘Cormick left for his explorations in Wellington Channel, and just a quarter
of an hour after, Mr. Kennedy, the commander of the new arrival, with the
I'rench licutenant (Bellot) had landed on the floe close to us.

17. Mr M<Cormick was provisioned for one month, and as he had received
orders from Sir Edward Belcher respecting the conducet of' his explorations, 1
had no dircctions to give him, only furnishing him in writing with o few
suggestions and intentions as to our future proceedings.  He expressed great
satisfaction with his fit-out when he left.

18. The “ Prince Albert” wintered in Batty Bay, arriving there in Septen-
ber 1851, shortly after which time she was driven on shore by the ice, only
getting off again when it cascd offy and by taking much weight out.  Tlowever,
when all was made snug again for the winter, Mr. Kennedy on the 5th January
1852, with a party, started for Fury beach, reaching it on the 8th, when after
making a small deposit of pemmican (90 Ibs.) returned to his vessel by the 12th.
He found provisions and coals at Fury beach.

19. On the 25th February, Mr. Kemnedy again started with four men, Mr.

cllot, the Freneh licutenant, and five dogs.  Travelling southward along
the coast, they came to an old camping place, (Licut. Robinson’s, of the
“ Investigator,”) arrived at Cape Garncy on the Ist of April, the bottom of
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Brentford Bay onthe 8th, and found open passages among islands (Bellot
Strait) leading through to the westward to Victoria Strait.

20. Now to describe their proceedings, &c., as near as possible, in Mr.
Kennedy’s own words. In the channels the ice was open with a strong current,
quite as much as six knots, influenced greatly by the prevailing winds, and
apparently decp water ; land on cither side precipitous, and much broken into
deep fiords. We got through into Victoria Strait on the 9th, and considered
ourselves in the vicinity of Cape Bird, The variation Mr. Bellot made
130" W.

21. I'rom this spot sow a western land distant from twenty-five to thirty
miles, which to the northward was apparently continunous round. to this. To
the S.W. cvidently the sea. We made for this western land in a course varying
fiom N.N.W. to West, in consequence of the hummochy ice, and did not reach
it until the 12th. It was very low, and might, so covered with snow, be casily
taken for the floe, had we not dug for satistaction. Travelling on about the
same cowrse, the land almost imperceptibly rising, and snow lying very light
latterly, came to a table land twenty-five or thirty miles from the coast; when
on the 20th after reaching the meridian of 100° W., turned to the north, and on
the 27th made the latitude 72° 53° N.  We now bore to the castward, and
reached the coast in a bay about Prescott’s Islands (of Sir J. Ross), kept now to
the northward, passed inside of' Sherrard Head, across Back Bay, and saw the
land on the opposite shores of Ommanncy Inlet, walked on {or Cape Walker
and reached it on the 4th May, when we saw a large pile of rocks of trap
formation, but what we now consider to be the cairn erected by some of’ Captain
Austin’s expedition,

22, We now proceeded tor North Somerset over very hummocky ice, and
reached Limestone Island on the 8thy found at Cape M¢Clintock the provisions
there deposited, and arrived at Port Leopold on the 15th May. Here we
remained thirteen days, to reeruit not only ourselves but the dogs, for lately we
had nothing to feed the poor brutes on but leather.  When the ice opening out
we were able to get on, in the boat we had left here previously, to within about
four miles oft’ Elwin Bay, where the ice was again so close that we were obliged
to resume the march, and reached the vessel in Batty Bay on the 30th of May.

23. I asked Mr. Kennedy how he had fixed his positions, regulated his course,
&e., when be reterred me to the French officer who has been the navigator
throughout, and as far as 1 can see and learn & most valuable coadjutor.  They
differed a little in courses, &e.; but in main points agreed very well.

2.4, Such is the sketch Mr. Kennedy gave me of their proceedings ; donbtless
[ might have got it more fully in writing, but as 1 thought it better to avoid
anything that might be considered fike mterference, took the account in this
way, although Mr. Kennedy was very anxious to place himself under my orders.
This, however, T could not agree to, but gave him fully to understand that 1

- would render him every assistance | possibly could, consistent, with the conduct

of our own expedition,

25. "The *Prince Albert™ only got out of winter quarfers a week  since,
pussed within sight of Port Leopold, and stood over to the northern shore, when
secing us in this bay, came in. ~ All appear 1o have sutfered much from scurvy
and hard work, notwithstanding which® Mr. Kennedy preferred a request to me
immediately on landing, and before I got his account, {or a suflicient number of
men to make up a boat’s crew) as he had determined to remain ont himself, if
possible, and complete that portion of the coast yet undiscovered, in the direction
of the magnetic pole, and opposite shore 5 and whieh T eannot but help considering,
will be the only passage by which cither vessels or boats will get to Behring's
Straits.  Mr Kennedy's reason for going north instead of south after getting
into Victoria Strait, was his not being awme of any one having been at Cape
Walker, looking on it as o likely place to get information: henee the mistake
about the cairn.

26. This request of Mr. Kennedy's was rather o puzzing question fo decide
on, one I was not at all prepured for; and having before me still an occurrence
simifar in a former cx{)c(lition, Dwas vather at a loss how to act.  \s it required
some consideration, 1 vequested Mr. Kennedy to give me in writing what he
wished to do, the probability of its accomplishment, also what he required {rom
us for its execution.  He theiclore returned to his vessel, which wir now elose
into the floe, und the next morning he gave me the required letter.
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27. Mr. Kennedy did not enter so fully in this letter into his plans-as he had
done to me in the course of conversation before. However, taking into con-
sideration his known capabilities {or the work, the help of a good train of dogs
which he would take with him, his men well accustomed to the travelling, and
the assistance required from us being so small, (though quite as much as I
could spare at the time), barely more than ship-room, with the bringing the
ficld of scarch to so narrow a space, decided me on giving him the required
assistance. I therefore sent him a letter, stating that I acceded to his request.
Shortly after I reccived a reply, on the same day, saying that his men were
unfit for work on the ice: however we were doing very well without them, as
I began to sce our cutting for the present would soon be over.

28. Mr. Kennedy’s intention was to send the “Prince Albert” off for England
as soon as possible, himsclt and party, in all amounting to six men, leaving soon
after for Port Leopold, when on landing there to advance cachés of provision for
spring travelling as far as possible, expecting to reach the bottom of Brentford
Bay; then return to Port Icopold, and cross to us to pass the winter, either
on the ice or by boat, as circumstances permitted, leaving the ¢ Mary” behind.
Early in the spring of 1853 he was to cross the ice again to Leopold, and com-
mence his journcy southward, with a very confident hope of getting back to
us quite in time to go home by the first opportunity that might oficr.

29. I now prepared aparty to accompany this gentleman, and as it was likely
Mr. Bellot would return to England, I directed Mr. Alston (mate) to hold
himself in readiness, not only to take the charge of our own men, but to assist
Mr. Kennedy in every way, and look on him as the head and leader of' the
party.

30. 1 cnvied Mr. Kennedy the trip he was about to undertake, not only as
to clearing up the uncertainty of the missing ones being in that dircction, and
so contracting the space {or search, but proving, what in my own mind is clear,
and of which [ have long had no doubt of, that in that direction s the only
passage to the American continent that will ever be available, and which
we have been so long looking for. '

31. We were now getting on gradually with our dock cutting, while the
“ Prince Albert’s” people were transterring the stores, a list of which appears
in Mr. Kennedy’s letter to me of the 20th, to our hold.  Although we had
advanced pretty far into the bay by cutting, the ice was frequently breaking
oft in large floe picees, leaving us without a dock, and constantly fluting up our
anchors.  {lowever Iwent on, still hoping we should shortly be quite far enough
for safety, as all the ice inside the first point of the island was without a single
crack init, or started in the least from the land, notwithstanding the winds
have been blowing strong {rom north and north-west, with dirty unpleasant
snowy weather.  On the 23d T gave up cutting any more, delerring the final
dock until the ice broke off up to the point, thinking, from the before-mentioned
circumstance, that it would not go any further; but considering it very
probable that some of those strong austs of wind now so frequent, assisted by
pressure of the heavy picees of ice, often breaking off, might drive us out to
sea, we prepared for 1t by double reefing the topsails, and hoisting the boats up,
feeling confident that so long as the young ice did not make we could regan
our position or hold our own under canvas,

32. The *Prince Albert” all this time was lying close under our stern, and
making all preparations for leaving, when on Monday I got a letter trom M.
Kennedy, saying that he was sorry to dind he must give up all idea of the expe-
dition he had planned for the future, as his men had withdrawn, the ostensible
reason being, as he afterwards told me, that they did not think our men could
perform the journey—not even heep up in travelling. Under these cireun-
stances Mr. Kennedy considered it better to give it up, and make the best of
his way home.  As for our men not being able to do the work was, I think, a
misconbcption, for T was perfectly satisficd that they would have got on as well
as the others, and were both ready and willing to go. 1 think it a good oppor-
tunity losts such another may not occur, for the advantages are so great in
having provisions Port Leopold and Vury beach, and knowing the greater

art, of the way, and with dogs into the bargain, it could not but be successful.
I should like such an opportunity to be thrown in my way. .

33. In reply to Mr. Kennedy’s letter T gave bhim fairly my view on the

subject, and requested him to take the provisions he bad put on board ¢f us
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for the use of his own men to his own vessel again, but instead of doing so he
decided on landing it on the island, and placing it encaché, disposable for any
purpose required. I therefore promised to put them into the house about to be
built, when finished.

34. Mr. Kennedy decided on leaving the next evening, therefore after havin
got all his provisions on shore, completed an unsuccessful search of the islan
and northern shores of the bay, then came on board to say good bye. When I
had handed to him all despatches left with me for transmission, together with
my letters to the Secretary of the Admiralty, they left us, and at 7:30 p.m. the
“ Prince Albert” made all sail for old England, in a heavy snow storm, and
strong N.W. wind.

35. Mr. Kennedy had intimated to me his intention of drowning his dogs when
he got to sea, rather than take them home; I begged that he would leave them
here, as their having been trained by his own men, and spoken of so highly,
they would be of great service to us. He complied, and also left with his pro-
visions a gutta percha boat. He wished to have in exchange our dingey for
his second boat (a mahogany whale boat), but as she was our most useful one,
especially for running out warps, I declined. I'rom Port Leopold he brought
all letters left there by Sir James Ross, and Mr. Kennedy having visited that
place so lately, and finding the provisions in good condition, I have decided on
not going there this season.

36. We were now busy cleaning up the ship, having done nothing since
clearing out the supplies for the squadron; consequently she was in rather a
dirty state from the coal-dust.  All our attention had been directed to getting
into a good berth for winter, which kept all hands full of activity cutting dock.
Material was also taken on shore for the house, when after selecting the site on
the south-east part of the island, in about the most sheltered place from the
cold north winds; the dimensions were marked out, 30 x60, and men began
digging for the main supports—rather a difficult job, for the ground was frozen
hard a short depth from the surface.

37. The ice now appeared all fast inside a line from the first point of Becchey
Island, within where the steep cliffs recede from the coast, across the bay to
about one mnile north of Point Riley; and we were lying close up to the floe, fast
by ice anchors, with seven fathoms of water under the ship, and about a quarter
ot a mile from the shore.  Quantities of the ice that had broken off came into
the bay again, which, with the young ice making and holding all together, it
forined sometimes a compact body all round us; and considering the ship in
about as good a position as she could possibly be until the ice fully made, I
resolved not to defer the visit to Maxwell Bay any longer, or it might be pre-
vented altogether.  One of the cutters was therefore prepared with one month’s
provisions for five men, Mr. Alston (mate, who volunteered to take the place
of the sixth man and do his work), and myself, when, after handing to Mr.
T C. Pullen (master) instructions relative to the care and duties of the ship,
at 2.30 of the afternoon of the 26th I shoved off' with a good bLreeze fresh
from N.N.L.

38. We ran specdily across the bay towards Cape Riley, and at five minutes
after four were off Gascoine Inlet, which was quite clear of ice. Off Cape
Ricketts passed through a great quantity of sludge and broken floe driving out
of Radstock Bay; stood across for Point Fardley Wilmot, when about half-
way the wind, having freshened up, with such a nasty lop of u sea, against which
we made so little headway and shipped so much water that 1 was compelled to
bear up and run back for Gascoine Inlet, which, under the then existing circum-
stances, was the only safe landing, Radstock Bay being full of ice and driving
heavily on the leeward shore.  Lintering the inlet much loose and heavy ice was
heating on the eastern shore for about two miles inside the point, with a strong
breeze blowing dead out, causing us both difficulty in getting in und landing:
however, by 10.45 p.m. succeeded, hauled the boat up above the high water
mark, and pitched our tent.

39. In clearing the boat I saw dircctly what it was made her, naturally so
buoyant, so log-like in rising to the sca.  The men in stowing her had, instead
of letting the tarpaulin in the botlom to place the provisions on, &c., lic flat,
turned it up, making a large and deep dish 5 conscquently, the water she shipped
could not cscape to the well, and was never wholly baled out. At all events,
before starting again, I decided on leaving part of the provisions here till our
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return’; and judging from appearances, we were likely to have a detention,
gerhaps for some time ; we got our suppers, a most welcome repast; into our
lanket bags, and slept soundly for the remainder of the night.

40. Tt was blowing hard all this day, weather looking very dirty and raiher
too much sea on for a boat ; we, therefore, held on. A meridian alt. at the
point gave the latitude 74° 38’ N., Cape Riley bearing N. 77° W., and the
opposite high bluff point of theinlet N. 46° W. A very indifferent set of sights
for time in the afternoon made the longitude 91° 20’ W., which places the point
farther west than the chart. In the meantime a hole was dug, provisions buried,
and boat loaded again ; when, moderating towards night, the next morning we
shoved off, and on the evening of the 29th landed a short distance from the head
of Maxwell Bay.

41. As there was time to look round before dark, I walked to the hill rising
almost from where we landed, when I got on a soil of terraced land, and strolled
on the lowest step for about one mile further north, getting thereby a good view
round. The land all round the head of the bay had vo break in it either to
indicatc an open passage, or the possibility of a foot party travelling to a
northern water or Joncs’s Sound from this vicinity. The ice was not clear yet
from the upper part of the bay, ncither for some way down its eastern shores
within the islands, there being one more than shown in our charts; the bay also
is not so wide. Ifinding this the state of things, I resolved on turning back for
the ship ; waiting, however, for the noon observation the next day, which I was
fortunate in getting, giving the latitude 74° 42" 7" N.; for time I was not so
successful, as the fog was hanging about in heavy wreaths ; but the single obser.
vation that I did get, bad as 1 considered it, gave 88° 44’ 15" for longitude. It
contracted the head of the bay very much, but hardly more than it really
requires ; and as a bearing of the castern point of Leopold Island cut very nearly
through the position, it cannot be far out. The variation I made 142° 35’ W,

42, We now shoved off on our return, pulled for the head of the bay, and
without sceing any cause for further detention, proceeded for Beechey Island.
Arrived at Gascoine Inlet on the 1st of September, took the provisions up, and
the next day got on board the ship, which, to my surprise, was lying at anchor
in seven fathoms water, a quarter of a mile off' shore, and some distance further
in towards the head of the bay, all the ice having driven out, leaving clear open
water. From Mr. Pullen, the master, I reccived a report of what had occurred
during my absence.

43. In this trip we were hardly on shore less than twice a day, besides the
time for bivouacking; also whenever we could get the chance for tracking
along the beach, sometimes for hours, so that nothing escaped us 5 and although
the visit to Maxwell Bay has been unsuccessful in the main point, I think it will
suffice to clear up most effectually the conclusions arrived at by some, that the
circles of stones found at Cape Riley were placed by our missing countrymen,
but are to all intents and purposes the remains of old Esquimaux encampments.
T'he first place I saw these remains was a mile or two to the westward of Cape
Herschel, where we landed (when going) for dinner, on a clean gravelly beach,
with lots of ice piled along at the high water mark, which, after surmounting, we
got on a slightly clevated terrace, backed up by high cliffs at the depth of eighty
yards. On my return the wind, after passing Cape Herschel, came against us,
and while the erew were tyacking along this beach, I had a good examination of
these stones,—no less than four circles all of a row, quite similar to those seen
at Cape Riley, and of very ancient date, for they were moss covered, and some
deeply imbedded in the ground. Among them, too, I found scveral vertebra
and skulls of the white whale and seal. Further to the westward, but on the
same beach, washing in with the tide (just then last quarter ¢bb), I saw the tail
of a white whale, which brought immediately to my recollection those picces of
skin picked up off Ercbus and Terror Bay, by Sir E. Belcher’s boat the evening
we were returning from Gascoine Inlet, aud which were pronounced to be portions
of a white whale.

44. At Cape Hurd I saw the cairn left by former visitors, also Sir Edward
Belcher’s notice 3 I left one likewise.  Liooking round, I came upon no less than
three circles of stones, just about the same size and character as all T have before
seen, but not quite so distinguishable, for 1 dare say we should have possed
them on any other occasion 5 at all cvent(s I sce no reason to alter the opinions
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I have before expressed as to what they were. I also saw at Cape Hurd the
marks of a tent, with several tins and a piece of stone bottle.

45. Animal life I cannot say that I saw plentiful; Maxwell Bay itself seemed
the most prolific as far as seals went, for they were swimming about in great
numbers. There was also a pretty good share of mollymoks. A small flock of
geese I saw, making all haste to the southward. Just as we were landing on a
small piece of floe ice, we found the remains of a freshly killed seal, doubtless
the work of Mr. Bruin; traces only of two were scen in the trip. I also got
sight of a walrus, the only one I have seen in these regions with the exception of
that on board the ¢ Assistance.”

46. Encamping one night at the head of a small bay at the west of Cape
Herschel, I found well up on the beach the root and stem of afir tree, bleached
and rotten with age. Its extreme length was twenty feet four inches, and
circumference above the roots three feet six inches. It afforded us a most com-
fortable firc that night; a piece of it was brought on board.

47. Tracking along the beach to the west of Cape Herschel, and very nearly
to the eastern point of the small bay above mentioned, I saw extending from
a short distance off the beach, for about two miles towards the eastern shore, a
narrow belt of breakers. It was nearly low water at the time, with a moderate
breeze from S.W. Wedid not see this going, the water then being quite smooth
and nearly the top of flood. What I took to be Cape Fellfott bore S. 68° E.,
which will place me on the spot from where I saw the breakers.

48. The weather during the trip was finc, considering the lateness of the sea-
son, with the exception of the one day detained at Gascoine Inlet, by a hard
blow from N.N.E., and too much sea for the boat. Snow and fog we had occa-
sionally, but never prevented our getting on. The mean range of the thermo-
meter was 29 6+ maximum, 43 « minimum 22 x.

49. Mr. M‘Cormick had not returned to the ship, and I found that the build-
ing of the housc had progressed rapidly 5 but on examining into the remainder
of the means for its completion on so large scale as 80 x 30, found that material
was not in sufficient quantity. It was, therefore, reduced to 30 x 25, and the
carpenter soon had as much of it up again as we could accomplish this scason;
when the stores on shore, with what Mr. Kennedy had lefi were put in, and
snugly arranged for the present time,

50. Whilst the carpenter was about the house, the crew were busy on board
with winter arrangements, and all were anxiously awaiting the freezing over of
the bay, for it was such an uncertain time that the dismantling could not be fully
effected, as we knew not whether we may not yet be driven out to sea. It was
my intention that when the ice fully made, to take her a short distance further
in for a final winter berth.

51. The winds still held trom the quarters between N. and N.W., strong
sometimes, with occasional heavy falls of snow completely covering the land with
its winter garl ; and up to the 6th, the thermometer in the open air never lower
than 22,5 x, whilst the sea ranged between 27 and 29 ; however, there were no
signs of its freczing over in the bay, exeept in the sheltered parts of shallow
water, distant from the influcnee of the sweeping tide, rushing through betwecn
the castern part of Beechey Island and the main.

52. On the morning of the 7th of' September the wind was light from E. and
E.S.E., with fine clear weather; thermomecter 21 in air, 24 in water. A loosc
stream of ice, which had evidently been driving up the Barrow Strait, was lying
across the mouth of the bay, and along the southern shores of Beechey
Island, sweeping well into the bay, and pussing not very far outside of our
anchorage.  On this our attention was fixed, when at cight o’clock, to our great
surprise and delight, a sail was descried in the ofting, which, on being announced,
ran like wildfire through the ship. ~ All were soon on deck, with, from every
tongue, “ Where is the craft?”

53. Various were the conjectures as to who she was,—once thing certain, she was
none of our own squadron, for she was coming from a wrong direction, when,—lo
and behold ! along dark murky pendant strecamed out ahead, and we saw that
she had at all events a steam power in requisition, —at the same time was a brig-
antine.  She made her number, when, after some little delay, we found in
Muarryatt’s Signal Books that it wns no other than the “Isabel,” which was fit-
ting out about the sume time as oursclves, for a seurch in Behring’s Straits. As
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to who could be her commander was a: matter of conjecture, for we all knew of
Mr., Beatson’s misfortunes before we left England; but, wearing no pendant but
a smoke .one, all were satisfied that she sailed under no Queen’s commission;
therefore, one other of the private expeditions sent forth by a woman’s devoted-
ness,—which unhappily, like the public ones, have as yet all proved unsuccessful
in the main cause. . ,

54. At 10 she got in, passed close to, and anchored half a cable’s length
N.N.E. of us, with our boat, which had been manned in readiness, on board,
and soon returning, bringing her commander and sundry packages, when
I had the pleasure of welcoming in these regions Commander Inglefield.
Although I had never seen him before, it was a most welcome and delightful
occurrence, and I am sure was expressed in the countenance of all onboard, who
were on deck to receive the new comers.

55. We were soon brimful of intelligence, and, although not of success in the
grand object, certainly of the most pleasing kind, showing again the advantage
of steam in thesc regions, together with what can be done by it, coupled with
energy and a good season; which Captain Inglefield has certainly made the
most of. He informed me that he left England on the 10th of July, was towed
out, and a good start given him by one of our steamers ; and was at Uppernavik
on the 20th of August, having visited Holsteinberg on his way up.

56. He passed through Melville Bay without difficulty; had been into Wol-
stenholme Sound ; examined the cairns there; visitea Whale Sound, Smith’s
Sound, and Jones’s Sound; and examined the coast most satisfactorily and
closely, without finding the smallest traces of Franklin. On his return to
England, he should look along the western shores of Baffin’s Bay and Davis’
Strait; and proving successful in meeting one of the Arctic squadron, should
lcave this evening 3 thercfore, begged we would get all letters and dispatches
ready as soon as possible.

57. This was the account Captain Inglefield gave me; and although feeling
a certain disappointment at his not having been successful in finding traces, yet
there was much for gratification, that so much had been done by one’of our own
glorious profession, and a brother officer too.  He gave me a tracing for Sir E.
Belcher, wherein is marked his track, and everything worthy of notice, which
has put a very different featurc on the coast-line of the upper part of Baffin’s
Bay, hitherto appearing in our charts; also added greatly to our gcographical
knowledge, let alonc crossing the threshold of furiher research or discovery.

58. Mr. Abernethy, the well-known ice-master, was with Captain Ingleficld,
and talking over with him the subject of the cairn, &c. reported as having been
scen in Jones’s Sound, it was soon cleared up. They have been further up that
sound than any vessel previous ; and one day, Abernethy being in the crow’s
nest, reported” that he could sce a cairn on shore; a boat was imumediately
despatched to an island on the northen shore, 1st of September, when, what had
appeared at a distance like d-cairn, on ancarer approach turned out to be nothing
more than a pile or heap of rocks, thrown together by some natural convulsion,
or other unknown cause. . ' :

59. This, when I come to consider the circumstances alluded to, gives me no
reason Lo alter the opinion I formed on reading the letter oft Mr. Irancis Lee,
dated 14th June, 1851, from which, I should certainly say, the ship was in Lan-
caster Sound, entering it {rom the northward and passing close along shore ;
they in the bout saw something similar, and at once pronounced it a cairn. The
man from whom the report was taken was in the Prince Albert,” and necither
Mr. Kenncdy nor any onc clse put much faith in his veracity at any time.
Again, the supposition of a communication by water between Jones’s Sound and
Baring Bay, which I believe arose from this man’s story, Messrs. Stewart and
Sutherland have settled; however, Mr. M‘Cormick, the surgcon of this ship,
will effectually set it at rest. 1 am most anxiously looking for his return, more
particularly us 1t would have been most gratifying to communicate to their Lord-
ships the result of his search.  Mr. Sutherland was with Captain Ingleficld,
and expressed surprise that an expedition should have been sent to Baring Bay.
He considered it entirely uscless.

60. I hardly know what to think of the missing ships, for we have now been
so frequently baffled in the scarch, with not even a record found, that I feel

reatly inclined to place faith in what was seen on the ice on the banks of New
oundland to have been them. But the immense piece of ice spoken of, again
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renders it rather improbable, for I can hardly think such a quantity could get
whole so far south. It is true, the estimate of size may have been greatly
enlarged. Look at it in whatever light you choose, there was a great want of
humanity in the parties in not attempting to ascertain the true character; and
such as could hardly be expected of a sailor or any onc clse.

61. Captain Ingleficld has opened out, I consider, a much more likely passage
to the Pole, or into what is called the Polar Basin, although I cannot say I put
much faith in the theory. Again, if possibly northerly, a better opening to a
route to Bhering’s Straits. But I shall cver hold to my opinion, formed in 1849,
that it will only be by a southern passage that you will approach the American
coast,—some of those passages from Launcaster Sound or Barrow Straits, and it
must be by small vessels, for in all cases of Arctic navigation they are much
better adapted : no vessel ought to be of greater draft than cight feet ; they
would then keep off the ground if driving, and rise better in a nip.

62. All were now busy getting letters ready for England ; while the “ Isabel ”
was preparing for the completion of her further examinations and homeward
voyage. Captain Ingleficld was on shore, searching and looking into the improve-
ments of Beechey Island ; first and foremost among which was Northumberland
House, not yet finished certainly, but when so I'hope will be worthy of its name.
Amongst the many things Captain Inglefield offered for our use were two
travelling stoves, supplied to him from Woolwich Dockyard, for which the
master gave him a receipt ; also some of the northern voyages, and a few hydro-
graphical instruments. ~ Provisious he also would have given us, but we were so
liberally supplied, that I felt we really did not want them.

63. On Wednesday morning Captain Ingleficld completed an unsuccessful
search of Beechey Island ; came on board to say good bye; and at 2 A, all
our letters being finished, among which there was one for their Lordships, and
duplicates of all Sir E. Belcher had left, the originals having gone in the ¢ Albert,”
he wished us good luck, and procceded to his vessel. ~ Steam being ncarly up,
he got under weigh, when at 3h. 15m. she made sail to a moderate E.S.E. breeze,
and stood out of the bay with beautitul clear weather and our hearty good
wishes.

64. Again were we once more alone, after a short and so unexpected a visit.
It was like a ray of' glorious sunshine ; and from letters and papers received from
our island home, a happy assurance that we were not only held ever in
remembrance, and earnestly prayed for by fond and loving hearts, but had the
anxietics and sympathies of our country with us.

65. This is indeed cheering, more particularly so when we still have that best
and powerful help which has hitherto protected us in the hour of peril and
difficulty. It is most merciful in His all-wise dispensation, that we know not
yet what is before us, but who can fear or doubt under such a merciful
guardianship.

66. Disappointed as I'was at the “ Isabel’s” short stay, I could not but be
pleased when she disappeared round Cape Riley, for the scason being so far
advanced, T felt that the sooner she was out of Lancaster Sound the better;
particularly as they purposed visiting the western shores of Baffin’s Bay, &c. It
13 true that the season has been a very open one, but it is impossible to calculate
on the movements of ice, or say when all navigation in these scas will cease for
the time.  Captain Ingleficld was equally anxious to get away, as well as about
his future proceedings 3 and in justice, I think, he has done great things. [
trust he will get safe home, and mect that appreciation and reward his exertions
have well carned.  The ice-master, Abernethy, said he had never seen such an
open season in the whole course of his experience ?

67. At 8 aar, the weather still continuing fine, with temperature in the air
standing at 21.5 +, and sea yet high 29, with no ice in the bay, and wind from
E.N.L., fair for Wellington Channel, I decided on sending au boat away at
once, for the purpose of carrying into execution the completion of Sir L.
Belcher's orders, instead of waiting until the ice made, as I had originally
intended doing it by sledge. It would also be the means of ascertuining what
causcd the detention of Mr. M‘Cormick (surgeon), for I was really beginning
to fecl anxious about him. A boat was therefore equipped, not only with
provisions for her crew, bhut a quantity for deposit; when al three o’clock she
shoved off in charge of Mr. Shellabear, the second master, to whom I gave

Mr Shellabear leases. Written instructions for his guidance. The wind being fresh when he left, it
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took the boat smartly up to the narrow passage, between Beechey Island and
the main, and into Union Bay.

68. At 8 p.M. a boat was seen coming from the northward under sail, and
shortly after Mr. M‘Cormick arrived on board the ship, all well, having commu-
nicated with Mr, Shellabear off Cape Spencer, and leaving him under all sail,
steering north with a favourable breeze, so that I anticipate his return soon.

69. The doctor’s trip had been quite unsuccessful, both as to finding any
traces, or a communication with Jones’s Sound, through by Baring Bay. In
fact he fully confirmed what hoth Messrs. Stewart and Sutherland had before
stated, that the land is continuous all round ; and further that there is no hope
of leading a party by land castward from that vicinity. The furthest north Mr.
M¢Cormick had been was Point Hogarth, and that by partly travelling. He left
the ship on Thursday, and the Monday following reached Baring Bay, having
met with much detention from the ice; howcver, as I had appointed Cape
Osborne the limit of Mr. Shellabear’s journey, I hope to see him back in less
than a week, the time I had calculated on for performing the work, and the
period for which he was victualled ; besides two cases of bread (1121bs.), and
two cases of pemmican (741bs.) for depdts.

70. On the 11th a hawk was seen hovering about the ship, and frequently
attempted to alight on the topmast heads ; the plumage was a dead white, with
black spots ; before a gun could be procured the bird was off, in fact following
the example shown by all the feathercd tribe, who were fast leaving these
inhospitable regions. Occasionally we got sight of a few stray burgomasters
(young ones), molemoks, and young dovekies, now a pretty speckled black and
white plumage. A small scal was seen playing amongst the ice to-day along
the beach, the only one we have seen for a long time ; however, he soon disap-
peared. The last one we saw on the 19th. ’

71. Monday 13th, Mr. Shellabear returnea, saving only partially effected the
object for which he went, in consequence of the rapid formation of the young ice
in the shoal water, extending in many places some distance off shore, as well as
the sheltered spots, the particulars of which appear in his journal of proccedings.

72. All hands were now on board, much to my satisfaction j the preparations
for winter therefore went on rapidly. The housing was fitted and tried, and the
quarter-deck portion kept up, thereby kept off a deal of snow which had fallen
lately most plentifully. The Sylvester was lighted on the 11th, the first time
since it was tried, more for the purposc of giving the ship a thorough drying
before the frost made, for all along the side much damp appeared to have
accumulated. '

73. Since the ¢ Isabel” had left, much ice had formed in the bay, together
with what has driven in with south and S.E. winds, it has frequently been
covered, and apparently so connected, that we have often supposed that it was
fast for a full due ; but north and N.W. winds, with the current or tide through
the opening between the island and the main, would soon drive it out again,
cast or west winds keeping it in, but shifting from one side of the bay to the
other, and packing up; so that at such times no communication could be held
with the shore, to the detriment of our poor dogs. Tt also kept me in a continued
state of apprehension, for there was every chance that a strong wind from N.W.
or north, und the ice of any thickness, we should be driven out with it;
consequently all the sca gear was kept bent, and rudder shipped.

74. I considered that we were quite far enough in the bay for all safety, and
having good holding ground (a stiff white mud or marl), which has been well
tried, feared not that the harvest winds alone would start us ; it would only be
when accompanied with driving ice that our position would be critical.

75. As we may expect the north and N.W, winds to be the strongest, I anti-
cipate no evil from any other quarter; and, although the mouth of the bay is
very wide and open to south and S.E., yet I believe we do not get them strong
or to last from those quarters.  However, niy own opinion as to this place for u
winter harbour is very much against it, particularly such a draft as ours is. My
first impression was not in its favour: I would prefer Gascoine Inlet.

76. 1 had begun a survey of the bay, and, although 1 cmbraced cvery oppor-
tunity that the ever-varying changes of the weather would allow, it got on very
slowly ; nevertheless, it led us over ground which otherwise might not have been
visited, The oflicers, too, in their wanderings, as well as the men, when on
shore, were strietly enjoined to keep their eyes about them, so that there was
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very little chance o' anything ‘cscaping that might at all lead to u certain clue
for tracking up the missing ones. L]

77. On the morning of the 14th, as I was pulling for the N.E. corner of 'the
bay, saw on approaching it that, from thence towards Cape Riley, the whole of
the shore was lined with heavy ice, lately driven in by southerly winds, which
obliged me to steer more for the northern shore, and along it to reach the desired
spot. When on the summit of the high land, a little more easterly than in the
middle of the northern shore, overlooking the entrance of the bay, and marked
in the chart Upper Cairn, saw what I took for two bears, which on a nearer
approach I perceived to be two large stones,or piles of stones, showing very dis-
tinctly in contrast with the snow. I thought little of the circumstance at the
time, consequently went on to where I wished to land, and walked along the
eastern coast towards Cape Riley, occasionally taking angles for fixing coast~
line, and erecting small piles of stones that I may recover the spot again if
required. Returning and passing over nearly the same ground, came upon 8
small pile of stones, with several pieces of well-bleached small line about it,
which I considered to be a surveying-station similar to what I had been putting
up myself, and close to one of them. It was turned over and examined most
minutely, but nothing further was found.

78. Returning to the ship, we again passed the stones beforc seen, when, on
taking a long look with a telescope, saw that they were, the upper one 'in
particular, regular built cairns, but, as it was getting late, I did not visit them,
tully determining ou giving them a full and searching investigation to-morrow.

79. After breakfast on the morning of the 15th I proceeded to the northern
shores of the bay with three officers and a boat’s crew, the necessary implemeénts
for digging, and, landing under the hill on which the piles were situated, the
ascent was commenced. Passing along the edge of a deep ravine full of snow
which lay on our left, in twenty minutes we gained the brow, when the objects
yesterday scen fully displayed their structure. "

80. The ncarest and lowest one was nearly on the edge of the steepest part
of the hill, and consisted of three or four large slabs of limestone, so built up a8
to leave a space right through the two end stones, with a large slab on top. The
furthest and larger one was more up the hill, 170 fect distant from the lower one,
in a N.E. direction; and so sanguine was I of their having been built by
Franklin’s people, that I most confidently expected that we should have most
certainly found a record of some sort.

81. The upper cairn was the first to which my attention was directed. It
was composed of large slabs of limestone placed on end and filled in with small
stuff (gravel) to a height of about four fect, thus forming a good solid structure,
with no appearance indicative of age or decay, or that there had been anything
more in it—for instance, a pole in the centre. Pulling it down, all seemed fresh,
with nothing to show that it had stood any very great length of time ; but
alas! like all other efforts, disappointment was our reward, when, after digging
as far down as possible and over a good space. not a vestige, not a relic, was to
be found of those who placed it there. We next attacked the lower one, and
met with the like success. I therefore descended the hill, and, wishing to go
into Union Bay, passed through the narrow channel among several large berg
pieces of ice aground there; when, after getting a station up and fixed on the
northern shore of the buy, returned to the ship.

82. Talking over the subject of the caims with the master, which I had built
up again, he observed that it might be possible that half-way between the two
there might be something found ; so I purposed going once more and examine
in that particular spot. '

83. 16th September.—This morning T took a larger party with me, and on
getting to the cairns began digging half-way between the two, and kept on over
a space of 10 8 feet, until we got down to the rock and ice, without detecting
the least sign of any memorial or remains of anything. The cairns themselves
were again taken down, dug all round once more with the like success, when 1
gave it up as a bad job; built all up again, and returned to the ship.

84. This was certainly au out.of-the-way place for leaving a record, but it
may possibly be the spot where Adam Beck, Sir John Ross’s interpreter, found
the Eolc with a piece of tin in it, and which he lost. Where he lost it must be
on the shores of Union Bay, for as Sir John saysin his evidence that he saw the
tin with his glass while standing on the north shores of Union Bay, Beck then
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being not more than a-quarter of a mile from him. ' So from this circumstance
1 imagine thdt Beck was coming along the shores of the bay from the eastward,
and perhaps from these cairns.

. 85. In Commander Phillips’s evidence, where he went to examine the spot, he
says: ‘“ We ascended a height of seven, eight, or nine hundred feet, I think, of
“ almost precipitous cliffs, overlooking the entrance to the bay in which, no doubt,
“ the ¢ Erebus’ and ¢ Terror’ wintered ; examined carcfully, but found nothing.”
He says nothing about building the cairns up again.

86. Although the ascent to these cairns I visited was very steep, yet I should
not call it a chiff. It overlooks the entrance to Erebus and Terror Bay certainly,
and the upper crirn is 710 feet above the low-water mark. They are more than
two miles from where the “ Felix” must have been lying in Union Bay, and
about the same distance from the graves. The question then is, cap this be the
hill on which Beck found the tin and pole, and did he build the two cairns? At
gll events, I shall sweep the wholc of the northern shores of the two bays, and
endeavour to find the piece of metal.

87. On the 22d, Union Bay was full of ice, having been driven in with the
N.W. and northerly winds; however, it looked all set fast for good, but in very
irregular masses ; notwithstanding which, I walked some distance on it. Welling-
ton Channel, too, seen from the top of Beechey Island, quite across to the
western shores, and north as far as could be seen, was also closed.

88. The weather latcly has strongly indicated a final close to the s:ason; for weather, &c.
with the thermometer falling, snow covering the ground, and dark and gloomy '
weather, keep us all anxiously looking for the ice making, that we might get our
winter housing over and everything snug. The month of September, too, was
drawing to a close, with a fair prospect of nothing to disturb the plea urable
anticipation of a comfortable winter. Still there is a certain anxiety which I
cannot entirely get rid off, for of late the south and S.E. winds have brought
into the bay some heavy masses of old ice, which was driven on us sometimes
with great force, which does not tend to dispel my unfavourable impressions of
this place as a winter quarters.

89. On the morning of the 25th, the wind was blowing in heavy squalls from
N.N.E., when the icc inside of us, which of late appeared to be fast, but not
strong enough to bear, was breaking up and clearing out of the bay.

At noon it grew moderate, and the sky cleared; yet the snow was drifting in
thick clouds off the high lands. Now outside, a linc to where we were lying
across to the eastern shores of the bay well inside Cape Riley was open, as well
as the straits as far as the eyc could reach; and having lately meditated on the
%robubility of any casks, &c. we might set afloat from this ever reaching Baffin’s Sce Printed Enclonre.

ay and being picked up, I decided on trying it. One was therefore prepared ;
three documents printed on board the ship by o private press; when at one
o'clock a boat was sent to the entrance of the bay with the cask and two bottles, Botties and Cask with
each containing a paper, and they were all committed to the deep, with a good printed notices flonted
fair wind, ebb tide, and clear sea to start with on their voyage. They were soon "
out of sight, at all events. In the evening the wind was light, and beautifully
clear weather, with the stars shining brightly. The wind being N.W., was fair for
our small craft. The thermometer at midnight lower than we have yet had it,
standing at 14 4.

90. Ior the next two days pancake ice would form in the bay when calm or
the wind was light, but as usual, northerly winds would set it in motion and
soon break it up. Noon of the 27th all the castern part of the bay, and well
out to sea was clear of ice; the winds moderate from E.N.E. temperature of
both sea, and air the same, 30x. At six in the evening the wind was from
E.S.E., and large quantities of ice were seen outside, driving to the westward.

At midnight much of it came into the body, and would strike the ship very
heavily as it came in contact.

91. Early this morning the wind began to veer round to the S.E. occasionally 28th September 1851,
blowing fresh, and the ice increasing both in quantity and weight that was now
driving into the bay, making the old ship feel it as it came against her. How-
ever at 3 A.M. it moderated, and the ice was apparently stationary; at 4 the
thermometer was 25, barometer 29.36, and the sea still at & high temperature,
the glass standing 30x. At 8 the bay was completely covered with ice, also
out to seaward as far as the cye could reach, with heavy hummocky masses,
decidedly not of a very recent forma}tion. Until 6 in the evening everything
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was still, when on the wind breezing up from S.E. by E., set it again in motion,
and piling up in great heaps around us, and so continuing until 8 .., when the
wind falling to & moderate breeze, the ice once more became stationary. The
weather at this time being clear, a moderate breeze, and barometer pretty steady,
rising since midnight of the 27th, I felt under no apprehension, thinking under
such circumstances that no gale was brewing; and judging from former
experience that all this ice would drive out of the bay again with the first
northerly wind, and with the thermometer standing so high both in air and sea.
How soon, though, was I deceived, for at 10.30 it came on to blow hard, a gale
in 2 moment (8) from S.E.; and notwithstanding the ice was packed up pretty
plentifully, and picces from seven to cight feet thick passing, and crowding on
most ominously, the ship rode very casily, and there appeared no very great
stvain on the cable. At 10.45 there came on such a quick succession of heavy
squalls, with larger bodics of ice passing so close on either side, that I really
began to feel apprehensive for our safety ; the cable stretched out like an iron
bar, the lighter ice lifting on it and parting, whilst the heavier stuff' closed in
about the bows, adding greatly to the stran, so I expected soon to see it part.
To veer I felt would not be very prudent, as it would give the ice such
additional impetus, that we could never bring up again; to let go another
anchor I considered to be equally fiuitless, for the chances were very much
agaiust its finding the bottom, and as owr ground tackle was good and the
bottom a stiff white clay or mar], our best chance would be to hold onj
particularly as the bay was now full, the ice close up to all the shores, so that
its drift inight receive some check. However, at 10h. 50m. the gale increased
so much that the B.B. was let go; but, as I anticipated, therc it lay on the
white and glistening surface (thc moon was shining brightly) as if in mockery
of our efforts. We could do no more, all knew we had an enemy to contend
with that no human efforts could check ; we were indeed powerless.

92. The anchor was in scven fathoms, when at 11 the ship began to drive,
and soon shoaled to four-and-a-half fathoms, with the ice in motion; but I
thought not quite so rapidly, although the wind had not abated oue jot, yet it
pressed heavy on us, and we could do nothing to raise the ship, or averting
whatever fate awaited us. All the men were on deck without any summons,
calmly and silently watching the course of events, and I think all felt we were
in the hands of a merciful God, who often betore has extended to us His pro-
tection. At 11.20 that cventtul moment arrived, the ship took the ground
astern, the ice immediately forcing her head round to the N.E., as it she had
been on a pivot under her heel, and nearly over on her beam ends; wrenching
the rudder, which was choked, into splinters about the sheave hole, and broadside
to, or nearly, on the top of a shoal patch; and I should say about a quarter of
a mile from where we had been lying. This brought the wind on the beam;
and the ice still running, I fully expected to see it either coming up over the
side or forcing its way through the bottom. It was a most anxious moment,
and with the gale now blowing 9 from 8.L, thermometer standing at 20+, the
cold was much felt, as none of us in the, hwry of circumstances were too well
clad, and obliged to hold on while in such a position.

93. 11h. 50m. we now consider it nearly high water, and the tide I expect
slacking, causcd the ice to case off a little and allowed the ship to rise, so that
about midnight she was nearly on an even keel. . The well was sounded directly
and found all right, the icc-quartermasters sounded round the ship, whilst the
men hove up the B.B. still lying alongside, and a taut strain on the S.B., well
out and broad on the beam, or to the southward. The gale had not abated,
still 9 in strength with heavy squalls, and snow.  The depth of water close to
the ship was as follows :—13ft. 6in. on starboard bow, 14 feet on starboard
gangway, and 13ft. 3in. on starboard quarter; 11 feet only on port bow, 12 feet
on port gangway, and the same on the quarter.

94. After the anchors were secured, a quantity of' provisions was got up, and
placed all ready for handing into the boats in the event of our having to leave
the ship ; as from the appearance of the weather, it was certain the gale had not
yet done, and there was no knowing what might happen.  As the tide fell the
ship went over on her port broadside to a heel of 25}, degrees at low water; we
were therefore obliged to get life lines up, and batten the decks to carry on
our work.

95. Such a position as this throughout the greatest part of the twenty-four
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hours, with 4 low temperature, and not unlikely to continue for a long Arctic
winter, was certainly no pleasant prospect to look forward to, notwithstanding
which the men worked with a good will and alacrity; all, I think, confidentl
hoping, in which hope I cannot say I was frec from myself, however hard it
might be to accomplish with our small complement, that we should yet be able
to get the ship off. Nonc doubted but that a north or north-west wind,
certainly to be expected, would blow all this ice out of the bay, and perhaps
help us, but certain to leave open water, and should the young ice make before
we could heave off, that we could casily manage. Every preparation was
therefore begun by getting the more weighty provisions up for landing, as to
lighten the ship would be actually necessary, for the draft of water when afloat
was 14ft, 9in., just fiftecn inches more than the deepest water we have yet found
under the ship; and as the tides are now taking off, it will only be at the next
springs that we can hope to move her.

96. All were now busy clearing the holds and getting provisions on deck for
landing, when we see clearly the road, for there was so much snow falling, and
driving with the heavy continued squalls, that it was not until nine o'clock, in a
lull, that an attempt could be made. One thing in our favour was, that the icc was
stationary, and we were a little more (only) than a thousand fcet from the
shore; a party was thercfore sent to explore, but returned with such a dis-
couraging report, that I considered it too dangerous to risk cither the men or
loss of stores, to attempt it; for the ice in so many places was scparated by
wide fissures, partially filled in with sludge, and covered with drift snow, to
appearance compact, deceiving some to their cost—together with a very
hummocky road: it was deferred to a more fitting opportunity. However, this
did not. prevent our sounding, and finding the decpest water ahead, and enough
within a dozen fect of the stern, to float her at high water: preparations were
begun for heaving off, as well as getting provisions out ot the holds for landing 3
consequently all hands were fully employed. At 11 the weather cleared a
little, and we saw lying in the entrance of' the bay a large iccberg, besides
several smaller ones, which I doubt not have greatly aided in pressing the ice in.

97. At noon the wind was south, 8 in strength, with the thermometer 26 in
the air, 29 in the water. The chain pumps had been rigged, and directly the
ship righted again, tried ; but happily she had not made a single drop of water.
The main deck ports were all barred and caulked in, and everything well secured
for any contingencies. A 1.15 it was high water, and sounding round the ship
we got it different from what we had last night. It is very probable, then, the
icc might have caused the mistake. Now we get 12 feet on the starboard
bow, 13 fect on port bow, 12.6 on starbourd gangway, and 12.3 on port gang-
way. As the ice now about the bow was loose and sludgery, we hove a stram
on the starboard cable, hut it had no cffect on the ship, the anchor coming home
as she fell with the tide. At 2 the ice in the bay, about o quarter of a mile to
the eastward, was seen driving to the southward, forming a narrow lane or pool
of open water. This could only be caused by the current or tide coming
through the channel between Beechey Island and the main, for the wind was
still blowing hard from S.S.E. (8), however at 4 it moderated to 7. At 6.30
it was low water, and the least depth we got was 6 feet on the port bow, 6ft. 9in.
on port gangway, 71t. 6in. on quarter, 8tt. 6in. starboard quarter, 6tt. 9in. starboard
bow, and 8 feet on gangway. At 10 the gale was up again to 9, with heavy
snow ; happily the ice was stationary, when, at midnight, it fell once more.

98, The gule broke very carly this morning, and at 1 o’clock, it being the
highest water, 12 fect 6 inches the depth, we had another heave on the larboard,
but without any success. At 2 the strength of the wind was 4, still from 5.5.E.,
when, at daylight, the opening between the ice appeared close, at least the
fissures filled in with sludge and drift snow, so hard frozen as to bear; and,
knowing that we could do nothing towards moving the ship until lightened, a
party was sent to explore the route 5 whose report being somewhat untavourable,
we had the suspicious-looking spots bridged over with plank, and we commenced
landing stores, &c.

99. The dogs now came into play, and rcel good service they done us, par-
ticularly those Mr. Kennedy, of the “ Prince Albert,” left, for they were not
only well trained, but had got their cducation from men whose method of
managing was known to the wen I had with me in our long rcsidence in the
Hudson’s Bay territory. What wclshould have done without them, I hardly
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know ; and ‘I am confident . thaf I 'am not speaking out of bouhds when. I'say
that that team of dogs (four) was superior to six men in this particular; and,
with the addition of the best onc of the Disco dogs, have gone comfortably
along with the same weight that I have seen eight men labouring at. T feel
sadly at a loss how to feed them, for now we get neither birds, seal, nor-bear. I
would strongly recommend in tuture expeditions that a quantity of greaves
should be brought from England for their use; and twelve dogs would not-be
too many.

100. On this service we were constantly employed until the afternoon of the
8th, with the exception of the intervening Sunday, and one day that it-blew so
hard, and thick falling snow driving so heavily, that we could not see our road ;
besides running the risk of losing some of our stores. After all, we had only
taken out of the ship, including provisions, stores, firewood, &c., thirty-five tons,
for the road was so abominably bad, and the men frequently getting in, that.I
was often on the point of running the risk of leaving them alongside ; however,
it was fortunately effected without loss or injury, and a document left with
them ; and, considering it quite sufficient, particularly as there was yet a pro-
bability cf being driven out, we began on other matters requiring immediate
attention. The first was the damp state of the ship, tor the port side, right fore
and aft, was covered with ice; and the men were complaining of its being so
cold, that they could not sleep during the time they had for rest, in fact that
side of the deck was barcly habitable, sn great was the damp. The Sylvester
stove had been in daily use lately, but from the inclination of the ship to port,
no warm air would pass through thc tubes to that side, consequently the
starboard side got it all, showing a difference at least of thirty-six degrees on
either side of the ship, sometimes more, a tropical climate on one, and an erctie
on the other. Dampness, 1 knew, would be occasioned, but still, not to such
an extent, or so soon ; but directly its commencement was detected, which was
on the Sth, I directed the master to set the armourer to work as svon as he
could be spared from assisting in landing the stores, and place the small stoves
in such a position that the heat from them might counteract, in a great measure,
the ill effects likely to ensue from this icy formation.

101. It wasnot until the 15th that this necessary work could be accomplished,
and carried out in the following manner by three of Nott’s patent stoves: one
wus placed in the fore cabin (now gun room), another before the range of cabins
on main deck (port side) and abreast of main hatchway, and the third abaft
the sick bay bulkhead, all connected by funncls leading the whole length of the
port side of the main deck, and clbowing oft to a small hatchway, a little abaft
the mainmast, and up through the awning. A day or two after, on walking
round the ship for the express purpose of examining into the difference of the
condition, accompanied by the master and the surgeon, we found it so greatly
improved, that the men were again able to occupy that side, '

102. The purchases were all got ready and rove on the 11th. The first was
the stream ; the anchor was carried out ahead and buried in the ice, therefore
was soon frozen in, ahout twice the ship’s length to N.E. by E. (true) ; the cable
was brought into the starboard bower hawsehole, to the windlass, with the
double purchase on. ‘T'he remainder of' the stream chain was passed round the
ship for a necklace, and to it at the stem a 16-inch double Elock and seizéd.
About ten feet within the stream anchor a large toggle was placed in the ice
with a chain strap round it, to which was attached two 17-inch single blocks,
and one of our own top blocks. A 4-inch hawser (whole line) was rove, the
standing part to the necklace, and the fall led in through the port hawsehole,
thence aft to the capstan. The blocks we got from the * M‘Lellan” whaler ;
little thinking at the time we should so soon have to make use of them. 'The
lower yards and topmasts were housed to-day.

103. I felt very anxious to go about over the ice to examine into its state, and
perhaps be better able to form an opinion on the position we were in, and the likel
chauces of getting off this winter. This T could not effect until the 30th of
September, and then only by a view from the shore, the ice was in so many
places separated by wide fissures, and occasionally blowing in heavy gusts.
Accompanied by the master, I got on shore abreast the ship, and walked along
the castern shores of Beechey Island, to the northern purt of the bay ; and,
although we could not see much of its outer boundary, had a good view well
across to the eastern shores, and saw quite sufficient to convince us, that, how-
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éver bad:oir ‘presént’ position was, it might~have been' much worse. *The bay,
with the exception of: that oné spot ‘of open ‘water left clear by the ice driving
out yesterday, now about one mile in length, and certainly not more than'three
hundred feet in breadth, is covered over with.old broken-up heavy masses, and
forced up into hummocks from ten to twelve feet in height, with occasionally
single berg-pieces, at least twenty feet above the surface. I felt most thankful
for having been so close in before driving, for I am confident had we been only half
a cable further to the eastward, we should have had this heavy ice to contend
with, driven sooner, and now in all probability lying a helpless wreck amongst
it. It would have been impossible to have resisted its pressure ; and it would
either have gone over us or through us, after bringing up at the head of the bay,
whose whole northern shore exhibits it lying heap upon heap, thrown upon each
other in inextricable confusion. Close along the eastern shore of Beechey
Island; in the bend formed by the long, low, and narrow eastern point, is a good
extent of smooth floe, where we might possibly have lain snug; but the difficulty
would then bave been in getting out again, against which I had been so cautioned.
Besides, I am not certain of there being, even there, sufficient depth of water ; and
if my memory serves me right, about that spot the ice was very hummocky when
we- came into the bay. Proceeding on to the ridge, and looking into Union
Bay, to my astonishment found it all clear of ice, when it was only a few days
ago that I was walking on it.

104. On the 5th of October I walked to the summit, and over the top of
Beechey Island. From the N.W. part I' saw the Wellington Channel was closed
up, excepting a few lanes of water here and there; the ice was very hummocky
indeed. The land to the westward, Cornwallis Island, was distinctly visible
but thickly covered with snow. Union Bay was covered with a thick coat of
new made ice, inside a line from Cape Spencer, to a short distance west of the
“ Resolute’s” cairn on Beechey Island. IFrom the southern part of the island we
got a good view of Barrow Straits, exhibiting a considerable portion of it quite
open ; in fact, all the ice was driving ; a continuation of the present wind, N.W.,
it will soon be clear ; somewhat stronger, it would soon drive out of the bay.
The lane of open water to the eastward of us, which opened out some few days
:ﬁro, extended like a river quite to the edge of the ice, joining the open water in

e strait.

105. On the 6th the wind was still light from north and N.W., and the ice at
the mouth of the bay appeared to be easing off ; but young ice was making in
the lane of open water, and every other spot inside the mouth of the bay.

106. The fi.st heave we got on the purchases was on the noon of the
18th., The tides had becn gradually getting up, and we had been pre-
paring lately and looking anxiously for the highest, which we now found
i general was in the atternoon of the second day after the change. On
the 13th, at noon, it was high water, the greatest depth being thirteen fect, 13th Ostober.
the purchases then were only hove a taut strain, and we continued blowing the Set taut the purchases,
ice up and clearing it away from about the bows as fast as possible; but it was
along and tedious process, for it froze fast, ncarly as quick as we loosencd it 3
so much sludge remaining adding greatly to the rapidity of the young ice
forming, and all gluing together again, The thermometer, too, for the last two
or three days had ranged between 7+ and 6.  However, if we could only move
the ship three or four feet ahead with our first efforts, I should consider our
getting off certain before the winter finally set in, and by the end of this
month ; if we cannot do it then, we shall certainly be fixed for the season.

107. This afternoon the stream chain being taut, suddenly broke. On
examining into the defect, found one of the links not well welded, but I think
the cold causing contraction was the principal agent.

108. On the morning of the 14th, at twenty minutes after midnight, the tide Hesve on tho purcluse.
was higher than we have yct had it ; so the people being all ready, and charges *** ™™
placed, we hove taut, and blew up, completely shattering and loosening the ice
about the bows, through which we might have hove the vessel for at least cight
feet on end, but there was not water cnough to lift her, or easc our efforts.  On
its beginning to fall, sent the men to their beds again.  On the afternoon of this
same day there was a higher tidé, which we had cxpected,—prepared for, were
ready, and made every effort, but it was equally fruitless,—we could not move
the ship, notwithstanding .there was more water than we had before. The
following were the several depths: flgurteeﬁ feet eight inches on each bow,
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thirteen feet eight inches on starboard gangway, thirteen feet two inches on port
gangway, and thirteen feet ten inches by sternposts ; the least water, theretore,
amidships.

109. The tides were now taking off, and finding from the low temperature so
much difficulty in keeping open water, I very much fear we shall not get off till
the spring of next year; but as 1 could not think of yet giving up, or as long
as we could work on the ice, I determined on trying what we could do with the
saws and parbuckles, in an attempt to clear out a dock ; although I knew it
would freeze over again, yet we might get clear of this heavy ice lying directly
in our way, measuring from seven to eight feet in thickness ; and we could more
easily break out the thin ice, and keep the water clear, when the next high tide
drew on, which was on the 9th. Should our efforts then be ineffectual, we must
give it up for the season,

110. Some of the floc-pieces about the ship were very heavy, one on the port
quarter, and another astern, measured fiftcen and twenty feet in thickness. The
one on the quarter is very close to, and I think prevented our driving further
on the shoal.

111. On the 12th of October every spot of open water in the buy was hard
frozen over, and walking on the ice towwrds the castern shores, I came upon that
portion seen open from the ship and top of Beechey Island, extending from the
northern shores into Barrow Straits, just like a river; it was now a hard and
solid floe, formed of new made ice, with a surface flat and even, and nearly a
uniform breadth quite out to sca, showing distinetly the line of tides through
the channel between Beechey Island and the main, from Wellington Strait, On
either side of this smooth floc the ice was piled up in heavy and irregular
masses ; and continuing the walk on towards the strait, found commencing irom
abreast the first point of the island N.I.. of Northumberland House, from one-
half to a cable's length off, and out to scaward thrown together such an accu-
mulation of heavy berg-picces and nummocks, formed by the piling of the
crushed ice, from twenty to fifty feet above the surface level, that would have
been certain destruction to anything amongst it.  Tremendous indeed must have
been the pressure all along and close home to the whole southern shores of the
island 3 it looks as it thrown into endless confusion.

112. Nearly at the extreme part, of the smooth floe, fully three miles from the
head of the bay, lies much flat ice broken up into small and neatly shaped slabs,
as it ready prepared to take their places in the construction of one of tﬁose fairy
palaces we read of in the Arabian Nights, mixed up and lying about among a
quantity of small stuff, like the chippings and refuse in a stoncmason’s yard ; all
caused by the mighty crush,

113. I'rom where these heavy masses commenced was only a little outside of
where we drove from; and if we had only taken a berth in a position suggested
as being quite a safe one—for instance, two or three ship’s lengths inside the line
from Cape Riley to Beechey Head—the unfortunate * North Star” would have
now been under some of those heavy masses on the S.15. shores of the island.
The ice inside of where we now are, and at other parts of the bay, although
heavy cnough to ruin a ship, is nothing compared to what it is here; and however
unpleasant our present position is, and may be throughout the winter, we have
much cause to be thankful.  We came here with high hopes, never expecting
such an occurrence likely to befall us, considering the chief' thing to guard
against was getting too far in; and all that we should have to do after the ice
made, would be to cut up to our anchor and pick it up. Ixperience traly is
dearly bought. )

114. It 1s very possible that the missing voyagers may have wet with a like
mishap, probably, too, of more serious consequence. At ull cvents, it is a
subject of very grave conjecture ; and 1 have mine, which will appear bye-
and-by.

115. It was on the 14th that we commenced with the sawsy and although
continuing steadily at the work, our cfforts were so continually foiled in the
attempt to open a space of water and keep it so, that however reluctant I inight
be to desist, the time was not far off when there would be no choice. The
thermometer keeping at a low temperature, work, in consequence of the rapid
freezing, had to be frequently gone over again,  Doubts, too, were intruding, of
whether our strength at such a time was sufficient ; for a crew of forty-one men,
including officers, is indced a very small complement for such u heavy ship (550
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tons) at the best of times in these regions; but when placed in such a position sipw opertion.
as we now unfortunately are, the want of strength is sadly felt ; although I feel
confident that three times the number would find it a hard job, and constantly
at it, to clear a dock out, and keep it open, to have us off and into it by the
next tide, the 29th.,
116. We first began sawing in the morning close under the hows ; and on the
same evening had not cut and parbuckled out more than would cover an area of
twelve feet by ten, when we came upon such a heavy mass of old floe, thirty
fect by forty over, and seven and cight feet in thickness, and grounding at low
water, that the saws would make but little impression on it. TFinding such the
casc, and that the ice outside in the same line was very much thinner, the triangles
were removed 3 and, notwithstanding more progress was made, the water froze
ncarly as fast as it was opened, greatly accelerated by the sludge and small stuff,
which could never be effectually cleared out, the attempt occupying more time
than the sawing.
117. However, to make one more cffort for moving the ship I placed all the Another efort.
strength in another part, where, could we clear the ice out, the probability of
starting her was very great in our favour. Onee cffected, however small, we
might possibly heave her at the required time into the aforementioned spot,
which the heavy floe-pieces prevented our accomplishing in a direct line.
118. This new place was on the starboard side of the ship, where the ice was of a In what position.
uniform thickness although heavy ; but from the very circumstance of its being
broken and open close to the ship, caused by her rising and falling with the tide,
the work would not be so heavy; the S.B. anchor was also in a very good
position. We therefore commenced on the 18th close aft on the starboard side,
about ten feet from the ship, cutting in a linc so as to open a space to pass
closc on the starboard side of the large floe-piece; then, by keeping a little to
port, and once and a half more her length to the castward, the place would be
gained, making the whole distance to be accomplished three times the whole
length of the ship. (Sce diagram.)

A TRUE

Dingram.

The dotted line, first dock ; @, heavy floc picce.  The dark line, the scecond Refaence to Disgram.
cuts, only partially effected; AA, purchase blocks and strcam anchor; B,
position of 8.B. anchor; DD, toggles for mast-head tackles.
119. Although the difference m depth of water in the new cut for about Efints unsuccesstul.
twelve feet broadside off was but slight, still it was the great object to get
clear of the heavy floe-picce; we therefore set-to with a will, and laboured
incessantly until the 29th (the day of the highest tide) ; and having only got a
little before the bow, with the space we had alrcady opened frozen over solid,
and nearly as thick as when we began, with loose and large picces amongst it
that had been forced from under the main ice by the tide, was suflicient proot ol
the inutility of making any further attempts towards getting the ship afloat this
season. I therefore gave in, feeling it more imperative on me to do so, as the
work in such weather was beginning to tell on the men; their feet were frequently
getting wet 5 and there not being sufficient time, from the period of leaving off
work to commencing again the next day, to dry their single pair of cloth boots,
I ordered the second pair to be issued 5 although none complained, it could be
plainly seen that many were looking fagsed and jaded. The saws were luid
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aside, and our sole attention was directed to endeavour to keep the ship on an
even keel; for this constant rising and falling with the tide, as she hitherto has
been doing, would soon make her quite uninhabitable ; for, notwithstanding the
heat from the small stoves had in the first instance ameliorated the condition, it
was now, as the scason advanced, found to be getting as bad as ever. The
winter housing we had now all over, having worked at it with four men at the
same time they were sawing outside.

120. To keep the ship on an cven keel, shoring naturally first occurred to me,
but a moment’s reflection told me at once that it would not do here ; for, with
the ice rising and falling, they would soou be displaced, and down would come
the ship, with cvery probability of never rising again. It then came to my
recollection the scores of times, when employed under Captain (now Admiral)
Owen in the survey of the Bay of Fundy, I had, in the tenders, laid high and
dry alongsides of wharves in docks, &c., without doing just more than give a
heel inj the idea struck me that, could such a thing be built here, it would
answer to keep the ship up. Onuc difference was, that we were large, they were
small ; however, [ was determined on trying it, for to lie with a heavy list for
eight months at the least would never do, and the greatest difficulty I felt would
be getting a solid foundation to build ou. ' .

121. To cffect all this, I first purposed filling the water casks, and placing
them a certain distance, say twenty feet from the port side of the ship, and when
the contents froze as well as themselves to the ice (by means of poured water),
build upon the intervening space until such a weight was accumulated that no
tides would float the mass, and finally a wall, against which the ship might lay
without the fear of her weight breaking it down, even if assisted by stormy
winds.

122. This work was carried on at the same time as the sawing; every picee of
icc taken out was broken up and thrown in on the port side of the ship, much
of which fell under the bilge, but was gradually growing up. For the first tide
or two. her weight crushed all down, but so slowly that I apprehend no damage
Las been sustained 5 when, being about to get the casks out, found we were gain-
ing, and having worked to such good purpese, that on the evening ot the second
day, at low water she was held up two degrees from the extreme heel (254
degrees), consequently I did not consider it necessary now to use the casks.

123. In another way, too, we appeared to have derived benefit from the piling,
for Ly filling the vacant space left by the ship, the ice had acted as a wedge,
and somewhat forced her to starboard, for the soundings there were more regular,
and a triflc deeper. This was indeed good news, and we went to work with
renewed vigour, when finally we got her up to only 77 degrees of heel by Saturday,
the 30th October. This I considered quite up enough, and took no further steps
to lessen it but a strong breeze coming on the same day gave the wall a good
teial. It yiclded alittle, for she went over to 9} degrees; the piling in consequence
was renewed for a time, wher the wind again falling, the ship came back to the
7% degreces.

121, 1 now looked upon the outside work as completed, the ship sate, and
certainly in as snug a position as we could possibly expeet under existing circum-
stances 3 her condition, too, inside was improving.  All gear was therefore unrove
(mast head tackles, which had been got up in hopes they might possibly help to
keep her up, but were never used with any strain), and we were congratulating
oursclves on the completion of a most toilsome job, for this season at any rate.

125. We had been rather premature in our felicitations, for at low water on
the morning of the 8th of November, she was only heeling 54 degrees.
Now, as nothing had been going on lately, nor had there been any northerly
winds of sufficient strength to influence the position in any way, I could
only conclude that it was caused by the rapid formation of the ice on the port
side 5 and having no bank on the starboard side, we might be forced over before
we were aware of it, with no helping ourselves.  The men were therefore set to
work once more, and to build a wall of’ ice on the starboard side.

126. This employed us pretty constantly until the afternoon of the third of
Decembery the only interruption being caused by the gales and when wnshipping
the rudder. Even with the wind blowing moderately (with the thermometer at
so low a temperature) it would drive us on board.

147, The heaviest gale during this Tatter work conmmenced on the evening of
the Nth of November from S, by E. (7), and increasing to (10), continuing
throughout for cight-and-forty hours, accompanied with such heavy gusts that
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I really apprchended serious consequences, with the high tides coming on too.
What they would be it was impossible to say ; all we knew was, that we could
not help oursclves. Happily, however, the wall on the port side stood firm, and
when the gale moderated we went to work again.  This is now the sccond trial
we have had of the stability of our work.

128. On the 12th of November we got close by the stern post of a depth of
13tt. 10in., which is the most water we have yct had, and one inch morc than
she drew when we left Chatham for Deptford to take in the provisions. So even if
we could possibly have got open water, I do not think we could have hove off
without lightening more.

129.  During the tides in the middic of November, the ice about the stern
and rudder worked so much that, notwithstanding the carpenter’s representation
against cutting it off where sprung or shattered, I determined to have it done,
for it was the only way in which we could unship it; and one morning, finding
that it had been raised a couple of inches in the gudgeons, preparations were
forthwith commenced by clearing away the ice about 1t ; we then cut through
the shattcred part, and, not without much trouble, finally got it up on the ice.
It certainly was a relief to me, for I no more cither felt or heard that heavy
prinding and surging that had for two days been going on about the stern.

130. It may be asked, why was not the rudder unshipped before. A sufficient
reason is given, I think, at paragraph 73 ; and to be driven on shore as we were
was never contemplated, when a depth of water sufficient was not to be had.
Nevertheless, it was tried on the 28th of October, but unsuccessfully ; and
rather than cut it off, from the carpenter saying that it would add greatly to the
time requisite to repair it, I let it remain ; but when it began to work so, and if
allowed to continue, cause injury, I had no alternative. As it was, it was a
heavy job, what with clearing away the ice ; and only the second day could we
get the second part up and placed on the ice astern. It most certainly was a
good job accomplished, for such an immense body must lighten the ship’s draft
somewhat, particularly from the extreme point, and where we want depth.

131, What could mduce those who built it to place such an immense sheave
in it T cannot imagine; if strength was required (which appears to have been
the consideration) that rendered it nugatory, for it was there that it went when
the ship took the ground. 1t takes no small hole for a metal sheave of seventeen
inches in diameter and three and a quarter inches thick. A small hole Jarge
cnough to take the pennant is all that is required, for it is only wanted to lift
the iudder out of the gudgeons, the head and heel tackles then do the work,
and precious heavy work it was for us, for quite as much strength, and nearly
as much time was taken up in unshipping it and getting it across our stern, as
in cutting a small dock.

132, Thus have we entered on another month, and the last one of 1852, Qur
work, I dare say, might have been sooner accomplished but for the many inter-
ruptions by wind. At those times it was so bitter cold that no one could stand
it, which, with the thortness of daylight hours (having lost the sun entirely on
the 1 Lth of November), was not in favour of the speedy accomplishment of such
work as it was; for having broken up all the hummocks close about us, we had
to make a wider circuit for material for building the walls about the ship.
However, the third day of this month saw it completed, and so effectually, by
taking advantage of' the tide, that a complete dock is formed. It has been a
time of great anxicty, and when she at first cerushed the wall on the port side
down so completely, I really began to doubt of our being able to accomplish it
cffectually ; but now it is such satisfaction to think that after the many trials
the structure has had by heavy breezes, it has stood up bravely, we may hope
for a degree of quictness and freedom for a spell from anxiety.

133. As the last of the November tides drew on, she hecled to starboard one
degree, remaining in that position so Tong in spite of the inerease of water under
her, that I was getting apprehensive as to the cause; but a strong south-caster
coming on about the full of the moon (26th), helped her up, and before the tide
had done, she got back to the old position of half a degree 1o port.

134. The interior condition of the ship was now in quite as good a state as
we could expect from our position, but oceasionally the Sylvester would not act
on the starboard side, and it became rather cold. — The heat would go along in
the joint towards the ship’s side for about three feet, and then stop, until some-
times in the evening it would make an effort, and get up the pipes along the
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side for a short time. e puzzled our brains as to the cause, but could not
remedy it for some time; at last I thought it possible that some of the hot-air
tubing was damaged, which, without tcaring down the casing, could not be
ascertained. At length the bulk-head was taken down, the casing opened, and
sure enough there was a defect _in the tube, for at one of i':he joints it was so
open that all the heat cscaped into the coal-bunkers.  This must have been
done when the ship fell over on first taking ; however, it was soon put to rights,
and all went on fanly again.

135. On the main deck (our berth deck) a few alterations have been made,
which have most decidedly proved very beneficial.  In the bows of the ship
everything was thickly coated over with ice, and at first cfforts were made to
shaw it out with the hanging stoves, but it kept the place in such a constant
state of humidity that it was given up, and every weck the accumulated stuff
scraped off and passed outside. In fact, the sick bay, and that part of the
ship forward of a line right across abaft the foremost port, was a complete ice-
housc. This was shut out entirely from the men by the crection of a bulk-head
across the deck, as far aft as the after part of the galley-range; so that only the
fires were seen from abaft.  The bins amidships were taken down, and their
after bulk-head removed, and placed close to the forecomings of the main hatch-
way, thus bringing to view all the smoke-funnel of the Sylvester, which ran
along under the upper deck to the fore part of what was the fore hatchway, when
it passed up through the deck. By this we lost nonc of the heat from the
smoke funnel, where it was required.  The bulk-heads of these bins extended
trom deck to deck.

136. Every superfluous article was banished to the lower deck, where each
man was allotted pegs on which to hang his clothes, boots, hats, &e., which he
could not put into his chest; therefore, the main deck was free of everything
likely to injure health ; plenty of room to walk about, (when exercise could not
be taken on deck or outside,) and a free circulation of fresh air, In fact, no ship
could be better adapted for wintering in these regions than the “North Star,” which
I think the state ot health of the crew up to this time will fully prove, notwith-
standing the tfying and heavy work they have had to go through. Plenty of
air, plenty of room to move about in, and keep the principal deck clear, clean,
and comfortable, arc great objeets to be attained.  Unfortunately she is not so
good for navigating these seas, although as handy a ship under canvas and in
narrow waters as any I have ever been in; but when you come to tracking, it is
indeed laborious work, with so few hands and her heavy draft. I would then
prefer the small eraft. Of both classes we may now fairly speak from downright
experience, and with the larger more to come yet; when I think about it I
sometimes fear we shall hardly accomplish what we have yet before us.

137. "The winds between the 29th of December have been between E.S.E. and
S0 sometimes blowing very fresh; but throughout the whole month from
south round by cast to west, they have been pretty faily distributed.  The
preceding months, first, November, from 8. to S.E., has been the prevailing
quarter, the strongest from S.5.15. 8. I'rom N.W., @ day and o half only, and
but light.  October, N.W. winds for the greatest number of days, strength never
exceeding 3. The S.S.LE. wind was again the strongest, but not of long dura-
tion; 8 was the foree, and lusted only hall’ a day.  The breeze commenced at
NI HHowever, it was not a windy month. September, the disastrous month,—
N.W. we had the greatest number of days; but the strongest S.E. and S.8.E.
Winds from quarter between west and south, we got but rarely; however, what
we do get 1 think are local, influenced by the high lands about us.

138. The first foxes were seen on the 26th of October, and one was caught
that night ; altogether up to the end of the year, twenty-three have been taken in
traps, cighteen of which were males, They were all white with one exception,
blue fox.  Of birds since the ice came in, ptarmigan only have been seen, and
cight shot by the officers.  By-the-bye one was killed by one of the dogs.
There is about the island, one solitary raven, seen oceasionally.

139. The mean temperature for September was 428,85 maximum 31.5 ¢
minimum 11+4.  October, mean 13,1+ 5 maximum 294 ; minimum 9.5.  No-
vember, mean 3,124, maximum 16+ ;5 minimum 21, December, mean 23.7,
masimum S+ 3 minimum 306.

140. Christmas day passed over with us quictly and comfortabiy, and the new
year was ushered in with a musical greeting ; the men parading about the decks,



125

exchanging the usual compliments. Although we have had neither plays nor
masquerades to enliven thedull monotony of an Arcticwinter, yet every oncappeurs
happy and comfortable, and getting on very well together. We certainly have
had cnough to do and think of'; ditterent indecd from the usual employments in
winter of former northern voyages. Thank God, by Hisblessing, up to the end
of this month, unusual good health has been our sharec.

141. To the end of the month therc appears to have been no more in toe ice
sufficient to cflect the ship’s position; more than that, I think she is raised up
a little abaft, by the ice forming under her counter. At a distance of ten feet
from the bows, and all round, the ice is pressed up very much, and she lays as if
in 2 complete basin.  Several times we have had to clear away these piles. The
first time was on the two last days of December, when the thermometer ranged at
the time from 35 to 29. Iortunately there was no wind, and during the two
days no one suffered ; all fully satisfied that our clothing was enough to resist
such cold, even greater, which we soon after had an opportunity of trying ; for
on the 5th and 6th of January, we were obliged to repeat the work with the
thermometer ranging between 49 and 44.  In fact, I do not think any one has
been seriously frostbitten or even hardly touched,

One of the men in the beginning of October was persuaded by sore knowing
fellows that his check was touched, and letting them rub it, they did it so
cffectually as to take the skin off.

142, Hardly a day has passed but some of the officers have been out. and
walked at least a mile, and {requently round the island. The men invariably
are sent out on Sunday, weather permitting, and other days when nothing was
doing on board.  As aproot of the goodness of the clothing and what a man can
do in these regions in winter when well protected, I give one instance.

143. On New Year's Day three of the men, petty officers, went for a walk
about ten o'clock; as it was blowing strong at the time, 6 from E.S.E., snow
driving and thermometer varying from 30 to 27, I certainly thought they would
not go far; but as they had not returned by dinner time, 1 felt very uneasy.
However, at 12.30 they got on board all safe, having walked from the ship along
the southern shores of the island to its S.W. point, where they ascended to the
summit, (no inconsiderable tug, ) passed over the top, and descended again by the
gully on the castern side, and at the back of the graves. I certainly expected
some of them would have been frosthitten ; but no; the only inconvenience they
say they fclt, was the hard work getting along against the wind.  "L'wo had on
the sealskin dresses, the other only duck over-alls and frock. All had the cloth
boot rather an unwicldy thing to travel in certainly, although all the officers now
walk about in them. It is a most comfortable thing fov standing about in, and
we found it particularly so when working on the ice.

144, The school was commenced on the 30th of November, and although we
have not had a strong muster of pupils, those attending have improved in reading,
writing, and arithmetic.  On the Sunday evenings in January, we began reading
Cumming’s A pocalyptic Lectures. The first evening there were but few auditors;
lowever, the next {ime nearly all the men were present, and certainly scemed
deeply interested.

145, Frost we cannot manage to heep out entirely, and lately we have been
obliged to keep the Sylvester stove going all night, cansing a greater consumption
of coals than otherwise would have been requisite, In fact, from the very position
in which the ship has been placed, we have had more need of fires.  "The bows
inside have always been thickly coated with ice since Octobery the storerooms
and lockers likewise, and many of the preserved provisions, &c. on opening have
been found quite frozen.

146, Our poor dogs I hardly know how to feed, for when all the hread-dust
is gone, (which was first given them on the Ist December,) we shall feel at a
loss what, to give neat.  Bear or seal we have no chance of” getting now; and as
they have already done us good serviee, I trust we shall not lose them, for they
will be invaluable in the work we have before us. On the 10th of the month
the bread-dust was all gone, and having such a good supply of flour, I ordered
a cash to be opened and a daily issue of half'a pound cach j and as soon as pos-
sible to get a cask of whale blubber out of the house (where it Tay buried deeply
in the snow ) for their use. A cask was opened for them before, but they would
hardly touch it.

147, On the 15th of January T was enabled to visit Cape Riley, by taking
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advantage of a calm day. From its vicinity I had a good view of the ice in
Barrow Strait. It was greatly piled up, and travelling over it would have been
heavy work. Just on the point, the icc had accumulated and risen up to a very
great height.  The course from the ship to the point was very tortuous,—passing
round to avoid so much hummocky stuff, making the distance quite one quarter
more than it really is; however, the walking was not so bad, as the snow was
hard packed by the late gales.

148. On the 24th we were under the necessity of turning out again to work
on the ice, for it had so forced up under the bows that it was quite necessary to
remove it. The thermometer was ranging from 34° to 39°, but no onc secmed
to feel the cold.

149. For some time I had determined on having 2 most searching examination
into cvery spot on shore at all disturbed, or where it would be natural to suppose
traces of any sort might be found or documents deposited, if' any left ; not that
I for an instant doubted its not having been done effectually by both Captain
Austin and Sivr Edward Belcher, but rather that it would be a further satistac-
tion to cvery one that no endeavour had been neglected to clear up the tate of
the two ships. Therefore it was commenced on this very day, the 24th, by a
party of men in charge of Mr. Alston, mate, and kept constantly at the work, at
least when the weather permitted.

150. The first place examined was under the pile of tins; they were removed
and cach carcfully examined ; when within the circumterence of a twelve-feet
radius was dug down, as far as it was possible to go, without making any
discovery but a few fragments of bone, wood, &c., which has all been put
together in a box for further inspection.  The digging was not particularly hard,
for the ground being pretty well covered with snow, the cold had not so deeply
penetrated.

151, Our latter cfforts at brewing have been more successful than the former,
inasmuch that the one is really good, and the other, though weak, drinkable.
Beer I consider a most excellent beverage in these regions ;3 and I really think
the issue, which was continued to the men throughout the hardest time of our
work, tended quite as much to keeping them in health as anything else. Te was
but a small quantity, certainly (half-a-pint cach man at cleven o’clock), but the
real goodness of the stuff (Mr. Allsop’s Burton ale) was such that 1 can say it
wis the best drink of the sort T ever tasted. At first the men found it so cold
that it fairly made their teeth ache; but on taking oft the chill they appeared to
enjoy it, finding it both invigorating and refreshing.

152, At the end of the year, finding the people enjoying such good health, I
resolved on making a change in the victualling.  Another reason for doing it
was, that at the old rate of issuing three times in the week, we should only have
enough (preserved meats) to last fifteen months, and, considering it probable
that we might have to stop out another winter, should fall short. [ intended
bringing it back to the scale T had established on the Ist of September 1853,
and which was in use until Mr. M‘Cormick the surgeon’s return from Welling-
ton Channel. It was then referred to him, and he strongly advised a further
increase, to which T assented, and placed the erew on such a scale, but intended
only to continue it for a month or so after the men got into a thorough good
state.  However, when the ship was driven on shore, and in such a state for a
long time, I again referred it to Mr. M‘Cormick ; he objected, and gave me a
letter on the subject 5 nevertheless, considering every circuinstance, I held to my
resolve, but increased the fruit and vegetables, and, instead of the full allowance
of corned heef, gave only half, making up the weight with pork and bacon.

153, This month altogether has been rather windy ;5 the heaviest, as usual,
from a quarter between cast and south.  During one galc’s continuance it was
never steady at one point for one quarter of the forty -cight hours it lasted. At
one time it had nothing in it. It commenced S.E. by 5. 4, soon up to 6, then
S.E 7, ESE 8to9, E. by N. g, ESE 9, S.E by 8.9, 8.5 by E 9to 10,
S.5.E. 8, 8. by B, S8, B, and calm, The greatest strength of the N.W,
winds has been 7. The thermometer during the gale was ranging between 14°
and 39°; marine barometer, 30° 57 and 29° 93'. 7 Snow we have had none, in
fuct cumot lonk for it at such a low temperatwre.  The drift has been very
heavy in the gales.  Mean temperature of the thermometer for the month,
34° 63" masimum 8%3 minimum 52°,

154. The month came in with a wind which T think we may fairly say has
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been the heaviest on us since we have been here. It commenced S.E. 4 to
S.S.E. 6, but did not last long, or prevent our usual walking exercise, particu-
larly as clouds were showing strong indications of the sun not being far off.
Some who were on the top of Beechey Island reported they had seen him ; how-
ever, on the next day, the 2d, being very fine, the master and myself went up,
and sure cnough, just above the opposite land of Barrow Strait, appeared the
sun’s upper limb: thus, after an absence of eighty-two days, do we again see the
glorious orb of day. Sunday, the 10th, was a most beautitul day, with a clear
bright sky ; and it was really delightful to have the sun shining upon you again.
On sceing the golden rays shooting into my cabin, on coming att from church
service, and illumining the shelves so begrimed and black with smoke and dust,
that I could not but help fecling what a merciful God was about us, and how
thankful we ought to be for His bountics.

155. The time is now drawing on when I trust we shall be able to get to
work cffectually about releasing the ship and getting her once more afloat. This
untortunate occurrence wil! make a most material difference in the arrangement
I first came to for carrying out the orders of Sir E. Belcher; for at the time the
travelling parties ought to be out, all our strength and energy would be required
for making preparations for clearing away the ice about the ship to open a dock
for heaving her off into. I do not expect to be able to work cffectually with
the saws until May ; but there is so much to be done, both before and after, that
we cannot commence too soon ; and if I can send for the despatches it will be
quite as much as we can reasonably do.

156. It has been a thought of long and serious consideration, and as far back
as the carly part of December, in talking over with the master the arrangements
respecting the spring travelling, that, even were it possible to spare any men from
the ship’s necessitics, four would be quite as many as could be allotted to
Mr. M‘Cormick for any further scarch he might wish to carry on, at the same
time accompanied with four dogs would make the party fully equal to six men.
But as Mr. M*‘Cormick up to this time has neither furnished me with his journal
of the boat expedition to Baring Bay, or any insight into his plans, I conclude
that he has nothing more in view. He informed me verbally that he had found
no traces; Baring Bay was continuous land ; and that there is no possibility of
leading a travelling party through by land from that vicinity to Jones’s Sound.
All there is to do, then, 1s to follow up the line of the “ Assistance,” which I an
scc no necessity for. Fowever, that his energy might not be thrown away or
lost, I had determined on asking him to take a party on to Point Beechey, the
last rendezvous named in my orders, and look into Inglis Bay. This would be
taking him through ground he has already been over; would be quite as much
as he could do, and, in all reason, that our means in the present position could
accomplish. It would also be necessary to visit Point Phillips : Mr. Shellabear
with other four men and dogs I had sclected for that service. The 10th of May
was the day appointed to be at these places.

157. In making these arrangements, to ensure no detention to the parties from
the “ Assistunce ” beyond the day of their arrival at these places, for we do not
know but what circumstances may prevent our getting there at the time named,
Ipurposed going mysclt carly in March to Point Phillips, the first place named ;
visit and ascertain the condition of the boat left at Abandon Bay by Mr. Penny,
thence to Baillic Hamilton Island No. 2, Dundas Island No. 3, and Point
Becher No. A, then to the ship; when, if circumstances would allow, both
Mr. M‘Cormick and Mr. Shellabear might go off for the despatches.

158, At cither of the points I visited, T should Teave an open notice informing
the oflicer from the ¢ Assistance ” with the station at which my despatehes would
be tound, which I purposed to be the extremes—Points Phillips and Becher
also, the position of the ship imperatively requires all our united strength to get
her off, and in such a position as to be readily attainable when called for; to
leave his at Point Phillips it possible, at all events where he should find mine.

159. As Lintended taking twelve men and cight dogs, half only to accompany
me to the boat, [ fully expected to get back to the ship by the end of April at
the furthest 5 and my reason for taking a sccond party and visiting the boat at
Abandon Bay, was, n the event of its being necessary to cross to Beechey Point
by the officer visiting Point Phillips for the despatches, that means might be got
ready if she was not found fit. Andit might be actually necessary to make oneparty
of four do all that a large onc would ])Q:l\'(: had to perform, had we not been
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driven on shore, or successful in getting off last scason. Mr. Elliott, the clerk
in charge, was therefore directed to get provisions &c. necessary ready; other
preparations were in hand ; and on Monday, the 7th, I sent for the officers to get
their sleds and men prepared.- A party was selected for me, and a sled put
in preparation.  Mr. Alston, mate, was to have charge of the second sled
with me.

160. For the last month or so the dogs have been greatly troubled with fits,
and no one appears to be able to assign a reason. It was chiefly confined to
those we got at Disco, all suffering more or less, when on the 17th one unfor-
tunate brute died, and two others of the same team seem about to follow : one
of these two is the best of that lot.  Up to the middle of the month those Mr.
Kennedy left appeared to be quite free of any disease, and doing remarkably
well, when untortunately three have been attacked in a like manner, and I
really think we shall lose sonic of them.

161. On the 28th we had dug over all thosc places that had been before
examined, without finding any record to the direction the missing ships have
taken. A few broken tent pegs, bones, picces of glass, shavings, &c., was all
we got. By the bye, in that place so imaginatively designated the garden, and
what I should say was the site of a tent, was discovered most of the broken
tent pegs, also scraps of brown paper and a solitary picce of tallow candle
(mould). The cairn on the top of the island we have not yet found, although
frequent have been the searches for it; however, we have plenty of time
betore us yet.

162. Onthe 23d the first travelling party were out for training, and they were
taken a distance of six miles altogether, with four dogs assisting,  T'he load was
about two-thirds of what it will be, fully equipped. They were four hours
about it, which, considering the many stoppages for the dogs to get over their
fits, I consider was pretty tair for the first day. We started with five dogs, but
one was so bad, that we were soon obliged to let him out. Another, and one
of the best of Mr. Kennedy’s team, had three; but each succeeding one of so
short a duration, that on the return he scemed to have got rid of them fully, so
I think that it is from sheer want of exercise. The next day six were in harness,
two ot which were soon let out; but the one of yesterday that had shaken them
off, went over the same ground and nearly the same distance, without the shadow
of anything ailing him; since which we have been sledging off, both with
men and dogs, gravel for the dock, the direction of which had been already
marked out.

163. On Sunday, the 27th, a solitary ptarmigan was scen flying across the
bows, and close too.

164. The weather during the month has been fine, considering the time of
year, and the temperature at times very mild.  On several occasions the
thermometer has been as high as ten above zeros and from the morning of the
13th at 8 o'clock, until noon of the 16th, never below it.  Winds during the
time from every quarter, but between west and south much snow fell at these
times. The strongest wind during the month has been from the N.E., but
between cust and south the prevailing 5 between north and west a pretty fair
share, 6 the greatest strength, but only for a short time,  Winds between west
and south more frequently this month than any preeeding one.

165. Aurora borealis we have had very little of,—one way in which I think
we may account for the mildness of the winter; and I am in hopes this forth-
coming season will be an open one.

166. The mean temperature of the month was: maximum 11°; minimum
37°% mean 17° 95/,

167. Thus having brought our proceedings up to the end of February, I shall
record a few impressions which of late have been constantly presenting them-
sclves to my mind. I do pot give them as decided opinions, merely probabilitics,
which have arisen from the position in which we have heen placed by ice driving
in; and newly driven out to sea, or on shore by ice driving out.

168, In paragraphs 91, 103, and 113, T have said and still believe that had
we been lying further out, or driven sooner, the chances were very few in favour
of owr escaping without scrious damages, perhaps wreeked, It is probable that
such a mishap may have occurred to Siv John Franklin’s ships; and any sailor
looking at, this place the day after we were driven in, would say direetly such
was very possible.  Therefore he could not have gone further north ; but pat



129

his ships, perhaps only ship, to rights as well as it was possible; gone out with
the intention of going home, thinking then that it was not necessary to leave
any record; got into such a pack as Sir James Ross did ; not so fortunate in
being released, and his disabled ships or ship with all met a fearful fate. We
find no, traces of such an occurrence here certainly ; neither, I believe, have we
found anything of the * Fury,” but what has landed {from her. No records are
found here, none in Wellington Channel, as far as former searching parties have
been ; it therefore leaves the impression that he has not gone with his ships
beyond this spot on a forward movement. For I cannot think Sir J. Franklin
would commit such an oversight as to go from here without leaving some account
of his doings, if procceding. However, if they have gone through the Wellington
Channel, Sir Iidward Belcher will soon settle it. My opinion in 1850, written
at Fort Simpson after my return from Cape Bathurst, in a concluding remark,
was, that there we must look for them,

169. Now as to the driving out with theice, I'state what has occurred to us;
let others morc able draw conclusions. I only give my impressions, for a decided
opinion I do not pretend to advance on these regions, only considering that we
must be governed by the circumstances in which we are placed.

170. Twice in the latter part of August last were we driven out, and all by
the sudden coming away of the ice, which we hardly thought would start.
Tranklin might, as I have before said, have had his ships damaged, was going on
with the repairs, doing his best endeavours to complete betore cutting out, when
a strong N. or N, W, gale arising, might have driven ice and all out together ;
and, if not in a fit condition for sca, might have met with one of those sudden
occurrences among ice,—mect with mishaps which they had no power of controlling
or averting. It 1s fearful to think of, but I cannot help such things presenting
themsclves to my mind. If Adam Beck’s picce of tin had on it the 16th of Scp-
tember, 1846, and as Captain Austin says, that there was evidence to show that
they left in a hurry, it is not unlikely that going out that way may have been
the casc, and cause of the hurry. I am pretty certain that all theice in this bay
that drove us on shore would have gonc out again, had therc been any strong
wind from north before it set so firmly fast along the shores, and the strait out-
side became so full.  In fact we prepared for it, by the advice of the icc-men, by
laying out warps, that the move might perchance drag us off into the decp water.
As it was, even against a strong wind, ( S.S.E.,) the tide alone forced outa large
body of ice, leaving a long lanc of open water not much more than a quarter of
a mile to the castward of us ; then what would such hummocky stuff have done
if assisted by a strong wind hesides?

171. The tide sets from Wellington Channel through Union Bay, and the chan-
nel between the island and the main ; thence, and strongest, on nearly a south
line through this bay into Barrow Straits. In docking, how frequently, after
making the cuts, and labouring incffectually, assisted with powder too, to get the
ice out, have we been obliged to desist; and, leaving it perhaps for the night,
found, on resuming again, that it was cither all gone out, or else casily started.
This could only be caused by tide, and we considered it so, but whether cbb or
flood from Wellington Channel I have not yet decided on; as I have only that
and the circumstance mentioned in paragraph 97 to judge from; however, oppor-
tunities I fully expect will not be wanting yet.

. J. S, Pureen, Commander.

No. 2.

Commander PuLLes to Mr. Tromas C. Purien, Master, H. M. S, “ North Star.

H.DM.S. ¢ North Star,” Beechey Island,
26th August 1852.
MenoraaDUM.

As the ship is now within a very short distance of her final berth, and T am
about to leave with a boat's erew on detached serviee, you will therefore use all
despatch in preparing her for the winter.  All material for constructing a house
will be landed, and as close as possible to the spot pointed out for the crection
of the building.

T do not think it necessary that the ship should advance further in the ba
than a quarter of a cable’s length; should therefore any more ice break off after
having obtained that position, it will be requisite te anchor.

R

Impressions, e

Tides, &e.
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The meteorological journal will be strictly kept by Mr. Toms, assistant surgeon,
and Mr. Shellabear, sccond master, in the form which has been supplied for that
purpose, and Mr. Shellabear to make the fair copies for transmission to England.
K{r. Elliott will make the fair copy of the chronometer journal, as I take Mr.
Alston, mate, away with me; Peter Fenecy, ice-master, will take charge of &

watch.
(Signed)  W.J. S. PurieN, Commander.

No. 3.

Thrown overboard from H.M.S. “North Star,” lying at single anchor in
Erebus and Terror Bay, Beechey Island, on the 25th of September 1852. Wind
at the time light from north, o N.E. gale having just subsided. Ship not yet housed
in, ice not having made, although there is much soft sludge in the bay, which is
driven about constantly by wind and tide. Union Bay closed up with ice.
Temperature of the air when this was thrown overboard 25.5. Sea 29. “All well.”

Should any one pick this up, please forward it to the following address :—
On H. M. Service.

To the Secretary
of the Admiralty,
London. .

Stating in what latitude and longitude it was picked up, with the date, con-
dition of the cask, &c.; in fact, any particular respecting the document.

P.S.—Two bottles with a similar notice were thrown overboard at the same
time

Printed at Beechey Island.
(Signed) W. J. S. PuLLEn,
Commander H. M. S. ¢ North Star.”

IX.

——
—

Report of Mr. Pullen, Master, Her Majesty’s Ship # North Star.”

No. 1.

Mr. T. C. Purren, Master, to Commander PuLLen.

Her Majesty’s Ship * North Star,” Ercbus and Terror Bay,
Sir, Beechey Tsland, September 2d, 1852,

I sEG leave to report for your information, that on the evening of the 26th
ultimo, the day on which you left in the first gig, on the scarching expedition up
Maxwell Bay, I, at cight o’clock p.m., commenced heaving the ship close up to
the floe edge, to secure her for the night, when I found the ice breaking away in
all directions ; and although I fleeted the ice nnchors as far in on the floc as the
whole length of our hawsers, the ice broke awuy whenever a strain came on them.
It was blowing moderately fresh now from N.E. ; finding the ship drifting, let go
(S.B.) anchor in seven fathoms; bent (B.B.) chain, and pointed yards to the
wind.  Towards morning, the breeze having freshened considerably, at six
o’clock let go (B.B.) anchor, as the ice was now coming down in lurge picces,
and occasionally striking the ship heavily, having good way on it with the force
of the wind.  Towards noon of the 27th it e "erated, all the Joose ice having
worked its way out of the bay, and the wind having shifted to the N.N.W,, save
her more cable.  Not being able to do this befor:, as with the wind at N.I. we
were tailing rather close in than Iliked. At 9.30 ror. the ice again began to
movc, and n a very large mass 3 fortunately there was no wind to give it much
way before it reached us; saw all clear for getting sail on the ship, should we
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be torn from our anchors. When the ice first took the ship, it forced her stern in
towards the shore, and broadside to the wind, giving her a couple of streaks list
to starboard, and both cables with as much as they could bear ; fortunately the
holding ground was good. I think, before we got the whole weight of this
immense quantity, which was extending over a couple of miles, a point of it took
somewhere down by Cape Riley, and remained stationary. At 10.15 p.m. to our
relief it. eased off, passed the ship and drifted out of the bay. There was still a
large quantity of ice remaining at the head of the bay, and round the northern
shore, which all broke away in one mass at 2.30 axt. of the 30th, the whole of
which came down and hung across the ship’s bows again, bringing a tremendous
strain on_both cables, which I every moment expected to see part, and the ship
driven ashore ; we dragged for the distance of about half a cable’s length, when
suddenly a crack took place in the ice, right ahead of the ship (and stretching
from the bow, right across the whole width of the bay}, we shot into the opening
like an arrow, and the ship was immediately relicved from this heavy pressure on
her; a large quantity remained yet hanging on us, which I dispersed with some
charges of powder. ~ The bay now totally clear of all ice, weighed and sighted
both anchors, shifted berth higher up, a heavy undertaking with our small crew,
but the assistant surgeon and clerk in charge gave us their strength at the wind-
lass, and fortunately only one man on sick list. Had I not the two anchors
down, so small a crew on board the ship, from the two boat expeditions away,
and a possibility of being hampered by ice outside, and thercby preventing me
from returning to this anchorage, I should have slipped and gone fo sea.
I remam, &ec.
T. C. PurLen, Master.

X.

Proceedings of the “ North Star,” 21st March 1853.

No. 1.

Commander PurLey to Captain Sir E. Bercuer, C.B.
Rrport oF ProceepiNGs.

H.DM.S. “ North Star,” Beechey Island, 21st March 1853.
Sir

1. In order that you may be fully acquainted with the proceedings of Her
Majesty’s Ship under my command, I forward a copy of my journal, and in
proceeding with this letter, beg to refer you to the different paragraphs for full
details.

2. Captain Kellett with his tender, the “ Intrepid,” left us on Sunday (2 p.u.,
after having completed their transfer of stores and coals from this ship. Just on
the point of leaving he gave me a letter, urging the neeessity of visiting Port
Lcopold, and knowing it to be your wish likewise, I determined on_ getting the
“ Mary” yacht off the beach, and into this bay for the purpose, and performing
that service cither on my way to or return from Maxwell Bay.

3. On Monday we commenced cutting dock to get the ship into a secure berth
the first thing, and on the sane day I told Mr. M ‘Cormick, the surgeon, that he
could go away on Wednesday, as by that time we should be so far advanced, as
to be better able to spare men, a boat’s crew was therefore named and cverything
in preparation. .

4. On Thursday the 19th of August, and the same day Mr. M‘Cormick left
with the whale-boat aud a crew of six men, (fully equipped and provisioned for
onc month,) for Wellington Channel. iverything was supplicd him that he
demanded, and on leaving he expressed satistiiction at his fit out. I gave him
no orders, only furnishing him with a skeich of my future proceedings, of which
I forward you a copy. R o
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5. Mr. Kennedy on landing immediately made a proposition for further search,
in the direction he had alrcady been, and gave me a vcrbul. account .of what pe
had done.  This, together with my proceedings relating to his requisition, and its
failure, is detailed in my journal in paragraphs 17 to 35.  Copies of the corre-
spondence I also forward. . ., Co

6. Mr. Leask, ice-master of the PrmceA!bcrt, was out In tl}xs ship bcfore;
the account he gave of the spot the provisions were lzm@ed in, ( Admlralty
Inlet) is as follows:—The provisions are on the eastern side of the inlet, one
mile and a half from the cxtreme north point. A beacon was placed on the
north point. With Wollaston Island right abreast, and about three hundrpd
yards from where the provisions lie, is an anchor and seventy fathoms of chain,
which the “ North Star” was obliged to slip from in a gale.

7. The “Prince Albert” brought over from Port Leopold all the letters left
there by Sir James Ross’s ships, and Mr. Kennedy is reporting ever 'thing there
in such good condition, I deferred my visit to a future period.” They left us on
the 24th of August, after landing a quantity of provisions, stores, &c., for caché.
I sent by Mr. Kennedy all the letters you left, together with copics of the cor-
respondence between him and myself, with every account up to the last moment.

8. We were now as fur in as I considered it prudentto go for the present, (sce
tracing of the bay,) much of the ice having broken off and floated out to sca,
but returning with the tide, and as the thermometer got down, frcez!ng all together,
forming with the young ice a compact body around us.  The ice inside of us was
still fast, without a single crack in it, and thinking that if I deferred any longer
the trip to Maxwell Bay, it would be entirely prevented, I determined to get
away us soon as possible.  One of the cutters was, therefore, provisioned for a
month, and on the 26th I started, after handing to the master written instruc-
tions for his guidance relative to the duties of the ship.

9. My absence on_this trip was only a week, the proceedings of which are
fully detailed in my journal from paragraph 38 to 48 inclusive; but, although it
was successtul in the main object, it has closed up entirely the head of the bay,
and fully corroborative of your opinion on the stone circles examined at Cape
Riley-.

10. T got back to the ship on the 2nd of September, and to my surprise found
all the icc in the bay had cleared out, very nearly, as the master informed me,
taking the “North Star” with it. A copy of his report I forward, (sce enclo-
surc. 1.) Mr. M‘Cormick had not returned, and the house which had been come
menced just atter 1 left, was in a good state of forwardness ; bhut on finding there
was not material suflicient to complete it on so large a scale, we were oblived to
reduce it. It is situated on the S.E. side of the island, sheltered from the cold N,
and N.W. winds, and commanding a good view of the entrance of the bay.
The first dimensions were 60 x 30.3 it is now 30 x 255 and in the fid-hole
of onc of the ““ M-Lellan’s” topmasts in the N.W, corner, a record relating to its
establishment, with a few coins, were deposited. | gave it the name of Northe
umberland House, in honour of his Grace the first Lord of the Admiralty.

11. ‘The ship was now lying ut anchor inside of what I call the first puint, in
seven fathoms of water, in about as good a position as she could possibly be
until the ice fully made; it was then my intention to cut a short distance further
in for a final winter berth.,

12. On the 7th of Scptember, & quantity of ice had been driven into the hay
with the I and E.S. L. winds, lying dircetly across its mouth, and Just outside
ow anchorage, on which, our attention was fixed, when to our astonishment a sail
hove in sight, soon showing that she was possessed of an auxiliary steam power,
and finally proving to be the © Isabel.” At ten she unchored elose to, and our boat
which had hoarded her on coming in, returned with the captainy when I had
the satisfaction of welcoming in these regions Commander Inglefield, another
volunteer for Arctic discovery, but under private auspices. He only left England
on the 10th of July, and has most decidedly made good uxe of his time and an
open scason.  Whale Sound, Smith’s Sound, and Jones’s Sound, with the adja-
cent cousts, he has fully and closely explored 5 exhibiting all the upper part of
Baffin'’s Bay in quite a different form from what it has hitherto horme in our
charts.  The “ Isabel” brought out sundry letters for the squadron, and a {ew
small packages besides for you.  The letters 1 forward with the first travelling

artics, the other articles by the second, so as to meet our sleds by the 10th of
gfuy at Point Phillips, should nothing meanwhile oceur to prevent it
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13 Captain Ingleficld leaving for England the next morning at 3 a.m., I sent
by him duplicate copies of all your despatches, as well as a letter by myself to
the Secretary of the Admiralty, a copy of which I forward. In paragraphs 52
to 63 are full details of the time.

14. Mr. M‘Cormick not having yct returned, and considering the time I had
taken in the trip to Maxwell Bay, a distance quite equal to what he had to per-
form, I was getting rather uneasy at his protracted absence, and as there was
still open water Iwas determined on anticipating my former arrangements, which
are detailed in the first part of my journal, by sending a boat away at once,
to perform the service of making depdts, as well as ascertain the cause of
Mr. M‘Cormick’s detention. Mr. Shellabear, the second master, was selected
for this scrvice, and despatched on the atternoon of the 8th of September, with
one of the cutters, a crew of six men, and a weck’s provisions, besides a quantity
for depdts for future operations. I gave him instructions, limiting his voyage
to Cape Osborne, which 1 considered quite as much as he could perform, and a
week time enough to do it in, :

15. Shortly after 8 rar. of the same day Mr. M‘Cormick arrived on board, all
well, having, oft Cape Spencer, communicated with Mr. Shellabear, and leaving
him with a favourable breeze under all sail to the northward.

16. The surgcon’s report was of an unsuccessful trip, both as to discovery of
traces, or any chance ot Icading a party by land through to Jones’s Land. He
has been as far north as Point Hogarth, and added nothing new to what was
already known of the coast between this place and it, only confirming the
accounts of the travelling parties from Mr. Penny’s vesscls in 1851, Part of
the exploration was performed by sled.

17. On the 13th Mr. Shellabear returned, having only partially exccuted his
mission in consequence of the rapid formation of the young ice. (Sce journal of
proceedings, enclosure E.)

18. All hands were now on board. Winter preparations were therefore going
on rapidly, and I was looking anxiously for the making of the ice to conmplete
final arrangements, and to get into the berth for full due. Much ice had lately
driven into the bay with south and east winds, frequently so connccting that I
have imagined it all fast for good; but north and north-west winds would send it
out again ; cast or west winds would only drive it from side toside. Noncof our
sca gear was yet unrove, for with such heavy ice as was frequently in the bay,
or driving out, might possibly take us with it. The strong winds alone from
N.W. or N. I feared not, for the holding ground was good (1narle or stiff white
mud). The topgallant masts, however, were got down,

19. I had begun a survey of the bay, and although taking cvery opportunity
that afforded, we got on slowly, for the cold and strong breezes were too much at
times; however, it led us over ground which otherwise might not have been visited,
when, on the morning of the 14th, pulling across for the castern shores of the
bay, something on the northern range of hills was seen, and at first taken for
bears,  On examination it proved to be two cairns, which I employed myself the
next day and day following in examining, I found them regular built marks,
which were close examined, and both underneath and around the ground opened
and dug down as far as possible without finding the least traces of who built
them, or how long they had been standing ; no very great time I should say, at
least with comparison to the circles of stones, for there was a freshness about them
which we have not found in the latter. I also found on the castern shores of the
bay a small pile of gravel, with several picees of well-bleached small line about
it; but, on examination, nothing further turned up. T concluded it was a sur-
veying station, as it was similar to what [ had just been erecting ; morcover, one
of ‘mine was close by. Perhaps thosc on the hill might have been for the same

urpose 3 but I hardly understand why two should have heen so close together.
II) dug between them, but met a like disappointment.  Those on the hill 1 have
fixed, and marked in my survey of the bay upper and lower cairn; the upper one
is 710 feet above the low-water mark, barometrical measurement. (For the whole
detail, see paragraphs 77 to 86 inclusive.)

90. On the 22d Union Bay was full of ice, all apparently fast. I walked out
on it a short distance from the shores of Beechey Island,  Tor the next two days
the ice would occasionally form in the bay when the wind was light or calm, but
the N. or N.W. winds sctting it in motion, would soon break it up again, and
it would drive about the bay in long narrow streams of sludge; in the sheltered

R3
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g‘alrts, however, it would remain. On the 27th at noon all the eastern parts of the
y and well out at sca was clear of ice (the wind was E.N.E.), but in the
evening the wind came from E.S.E., and much ice was scen outside driving to
the westward, At midnight quantities of it came into the bay, striking us
heavily enough to be felt as it came in contact.

21. The weather of late had shown strong symptoms of a final close to the
season ; much snow had fallen, completely covering all the lands adjacent, and
the S. and S.E. winds brought into the bay heavy masses of old ice. On the
25th, the water outside of us being open, I sct adrift some printed notices in a
cask and two bottles, in hopes they may find their way to some visited places,
picked up, and forwarded to the Admiralty. A fac-simile of one of these
papers I forward for your information.

22. Early on the morning of the 28th the wind veered round to S.E., occa-
sionally blowing fresh, and ice, increasing both in quantity and weight, compared
to what had already come in, was thickly crowding in the bay. = At eight the
bay and out to seaward as far as the eye could reach was completely covered.
Occasionally throughout the day it would move, when at 10.30 r.m. it came on
to blow, and so continucd that we were finally driven by heavy pressurc from
our holding and on shore, without the least possibility of averting such a calamity.
And I can only say that it was by the interposition of an all-merciful Providence
that we escaped serious damage, perhaps total wreck.

23. Incidents now crowded so thick and fast upon us in connexion with the
ogcrutions that have been carried on for the release of the ship, the means
adopted for keeping herin an upright position in safety, so to ensure the comfort
and health of the crew, extend over such a period, and embrace so much matter,
that I must beg to refer you to my journal, beginning with paragraph 91 to 138,
and which closes the year 1852.

24, The first two months ot 1853 do not contain any very great matter, more
than the having to work again on the ice, and the thorough searching of Beechey
Island, without resulting in any discoveries: and thus I conclude my journal at
the cnd of February.

25. It had long been a subject of deep consideration with me how to send so
many parties away as would be necessary to carry out fully your orders, when
we should require all our strength to release the ship trom her unfortunate
position. As Mr. M‘Cormick had not communicated to me anything of his
exploration in Wellington Channel, more than a verbal report the cevening he
returned on board, [ naturally concluded that he had nothing more in view.
However, that his energics might not be lost, I had decided on asking him to
lead the party on to Point Becher, and pick up the despatches there, giving
him for the service four men and four dogs, which would make the strength of
his party fully equal to cight, suflicient for the purpose required, and quite as
much as our necessitics could spare.

26. I had determined to go myself with one party to Point Phillips, and leave
carlicr than usual, in order that I might have all my strength at the ship when
required, and not detain your parties at the rendezvous, {urther than the day
named in the event of minc not reaching. At Point Phillips I should have my
despatches, then cross to Point Becher, leave another copy there, and back to
the ship, and if possible send off a party so to be at those places by the 10th of
May. Arrangements were therefore made to carry out these propositions, sledge
crews appointed, and provisions, &c. prepared.

27. As Iintended visiting the boat in Abandon Bay, and ascertain her condi-
tion, [ decided on taking an auxiliary purty, so that I may be able to send back,
and have such arrangements made should she not he feund fit for serviee, if
required, to have one got ready to replace her.  Mr. Alston, mate, I had fixed
on to perform this service, and desired him to prepare himself and party.  Mr.
Shellabear, the second master, Tintend leading the party for the despatches, but
his preparation would not require immediate attention. From Mr, M‘Cormick I
requested a copy of his journal of proceedings, acquainting him at the same time
that T would, if possible, leave on the 10th of March.

28. It was not until the 4th instant that T received this journal, with a letter
addressed to me requesting me to forward it to you.  Enclosed in my letter was
onc for jyzu, which T also forward, in which Mr. M‘Cormick states there is
nothing rurther for him to do in Wellington Channel, but proposes a search in
Smith’s and Jones’s Sounds, and start directly T return, a proposition inadiissible,
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and one, I can with truth say, I would not think of proposing myself: he cinnot
have considered the thing maturely. I told him plainly that it was impossible
in more ways than one, and to convince him how little there was to do in that
direction, showed him the tracing Captain Inglefield left for you; and proposed
what I had before thought on, namely—that he should lead a party to Cape
Becher ; but this he would not think of, persisting on my forwarding his plan,
His objection leaves me under the necessity of making cvery effort to make the
round, and I have decided on only sending one party, and that a small one, to
be at Point Phillips by the 10th of May.

29. On reading over Mr. M‘Cormick’s journal, I sce that he complains very
much of the boat, and her capabilities for the service; she is old, certainly, but
was in good repair, and from my own expericnce of boat service, I would have
Fx‘cferred her to any other we have got; in fact, she was the onc I had fixed on
or myself, but as he decided on taking her, I was obliged to take a cutter.

30. I intended first leaving on the 10th instant, but strong winds and a low
temperature have prevented it effectually, and getting Mr. M¢Cormick’s journal
so late, has cutailed more work on me, that I may fully explain to you the
impossibilities he has proposed. Of course the survey of the bay I was obliged
to give up, as well as other matters when the ship got on shore; for it required
all our united strength to do what was requisite for her safety ; however, now I
think I have managed to get in sufficient of the outline, &c., as will fully assist
in explaining to you, not only what has been done, but what remains yet to be
done, with the impossibility of the feasibility of the surgeon’s plan,

31. Now for getting the “ Mary” off; I have marked her true position on the
chart, of which I send you the trace, also the line of smooth floe. Between her
and the smooth floe lic heavy masses of grounded ice, ranging from ten to forty
feet in thickness, thrown up in hummocks, in inextricable confusion. To launch
a boat of twelve tons over this would be destruction; to attempt to cut or clear
it away is an impossibility with our mecans, in a reasonable time; and to wait for
open water, judging by the difference of what it is now, and when we arrived
here, and which was not cleared out abreast of where the “ Mary” is lying until
the latter end of August, I doubt whether it will go out this year. The ice-
men I had there two or three days ago; their opinion coincided together in every
point except the open water; two said the middle or latter end of July, the third
the latter end of August or Scptember.

32. Mr. M‘Cormick wishes to go directly I return, and is certain I shall reach
your winter quarters. I am not so sure, althou§h I shall make every endeavour
to do so; but as I victual only to the 20th of April, it will depend partly on
that, besides other circumstances may occur on our journey. My arrangements
arc to be back to the ship by that time, and although we shall not be able to
work with the saws, yet there 1s so much to be done, that it will not be a bit too
soon to commence. 1 do not think saws will be of service until the temperature
stands at 20° or 30° which will not probably be before May ; this is also
the opinion of the ice-quartermasters, when all our strength will be required to
keep them going, for the ice about us is not of common thickness, It is not
that alone, but there is the parbuckling and heaving off; which before we can do
I fully cexpeet to have to clear the ship out altogether.  Mr. M‘Cormick,
when he delivered his journal, told me that he did not expect to be able
to go until after the ship was off': that time it is impossible to calculate on.  As
far as I can judge, it will not be before the end of July, when it would be late
to go away on a three months’ voyage, us he proposes. ' '

33. Our training for travelling has been getting gravel off for the dock, which
we have been employed at since the end of February; its direction I have
marked oft in the chart as fur as I can see at present.  In the carly part of
March we had some heavy breezes and a low temperature, thermometer down
to 46°, and not higher than 40°, for several days, but towards the mi(ldl.c of the
month it got up, and on the 17th was as high as 18°% but soon fell again.

34. I enclose herewith the return of provisions, sick report, and documents,
as per schedule; andin conclusion it is but justice to say, that gluring our
trying and arduous work, Treceived every assistance from the exceutive officers,
and in whose favour I cannot speak too highly;—working with the men, and
showing a good cxample under our almost insurmountable  difficultics and
trinls, It is also gratifying to me to be able to record the services of a civilian,
Mr. Elliott, the clerk in charge, who l(lid his part of the manual labour, which

4
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fell beavily on all, and does him great credit. The unusual good health that we
have all enjoyed up to this time, will show the attention of the medical officers
to their department ; and for the crew I am but too happy to add that their
conduct has equalled my most sanguine expectations ;—cven when no hope
remained of getting off, they never lost heart, but held on cheerfully through
all.
I have, &c.
W. J. S. PurLey, Commander.

No. 2.

Proceedings of Mr. W. B. Suertasgar, Second Master, and Travelling Party
up the Wellington Channel, 22nd April to 21st May, 1853.

Mr. SueLrasear to Commander PuLLen.
Sir,

In forwarding to you the enclosed copy of my journal, I have to regret that
the state of the ice should have prevented me carrying out your wishes more
fully. I trust, however, that the steps I have taken may meet your approval.

My orders, “To be guided by the intelligence acquired at Point Phillips,”
placed me in a difficult position, as I found at once that the ice had been found
by you a month previously unsafe for travelling, and getting worse daily, and
that it was your intention “to despatch a party to Cape Becher on your return
to the ship.” Knowing my party to be the onc referred to, I endeavoured to
reach that Cape by going to the eastward of the Islands, but finding the ice in
the state mentioned 1 my journal, and not being provided with a boat of any
sort to securc my retreat, I was compelled reluctantly to return to Cape
Phillips, in order to make certain of being at one of the places of rendezvous at
the date mentioned in my orders.

It gives me great pleasure to be able to represent the continued good conduct
of the five men composing the party, to your notice. It was chicfly owing to
their care and attention that I was enabled to take the sledge in safety over
what has been, I believe, a continuation of the worst ice it has ever been the lot
of Arctic travellers to encounter.

I have, &c.
W. B. SusrraABeAr,
Sccond Master, late in charge of a Travelling Party.
The Men referred to:—

Tuonas Guinstep, Sailmaker’s Mate,
Corporal Hexson, Royal Marine Artillery.
Davin Hook, A.B.
Jon~ Drxcan, AB.
Jonx Frosr, A.B.

No. 3.

Acknowrencing Reckirr or JourNAL.
Commander Purrey to Mr. W. B. SHELLABEAR.

' “ North Star,”
Sir, Beechey Tsland, 27th May, 1853.
I'nave to acknowledge the reccipt of your journal of proceedings on the
travelling expedition to Point Phillips, and attempt to cross to Cape Becher.
I fecl satisfied that all has been performed that was possible under the eaisting
circumstances, and that vour decisions were prudent.
"The report of the hehaviour of your men is most pleasing, with which they
have been made acquainted.
Iam, &c.
W. J. S. PurLes, Commander.
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No. 4.

JournaL of the Proceepmngs of a Travelling Party up the Wellington Channel,
for the purpose of communicating with a party from Sir Edward Belcher,
under the command of Mr. William B. Shellabear, second master. From
H.M.S. “North Star,” lying in Ercbus and Terror Bay, Beechey Island.

Frst Journey,
Triday, April 22d.—1 p.. 2 working party went on in advance with the

Wind N, W, 3 0.

sledge, as far as the hummocks in Union Bay. At 3.30 mysclf and a party of Ther .

five men left the ship, taking four dogs with us. At 4.15 we overtook the
sledge, harnessed the dogs to, and went on over some very hummocky ice. As
the floc looked better to scaward, I struck out in that dircction, and at 5 came
to a succession of leads, in which, however, we made but little northing, occa-
sionally rrossing ridges of heavy hummocks, through which we were obliged to
cut a road. I'rom 9 to 11 working through hummocks; soon aftcrwards it
became dusk, and so hazy that I could sce nothing distinctly at any distance,
I therefore left the sledge and went ahead to look for a lead. I saw several,
but none looking very promising ; and being uncertain which was the best, I
encamped at 11.45, thinking we should get through better in the morning, when
the haze cleared off.  'We were now about 8 miles W.N.W, of the low point of
Beechey Island.  We found much difficulty in getting the sledge along amongst
the hummocks, but on a smooth floec she went very casily.  Tixed the small flag
on a hummock, and at midnight fired a rocket.

SecoND JoURNEY.

Saturday, April 23d.—Noon, prepared breakfast ; 2, packed sledge, and went
to the north to look for a lead, sending two hands inshore for the same purpose.
TFound one which took us more to the westward, through which we were working
till 4 r.ae., when T perceived a large floc N.E. of us, about half a mile distant.
Cleared a road to it and got the sledge there by 5.30, when we made directly
for Cape Bowden. About 7 crossed the tracks of Commander’s sledges on
their outward journey ; they had apparently been going across the channel.
Soon afterwards came to Harvey's tracks, which we followed as far as the
hummocks ; not being able to get through them, went round to the west, taking
every lead towards the Cape ; 8, stopped to lunch; 8.20, went on until cleven,
when we came to some very heavy hummocks, quite impassable for the sledge.
On looking round I found we must go more to the westward, but being then
pot more than 3 or 4 miles from the land, and thinking that the Commander
might pass down inshore dur_ing the night, I encamnped, fixing our flag on a
conspicuous hummock. At midnight fired a rocket.

Tuio Jounney.

Sunday, April 24th.—2, packed sledge and procceded to the N.W.  After
an hour’s working through hummocks, we came to a floe, which took us 6 or 7
miles in the dizection of Cape Bowden. At 6 cleared a ridge of hummocks and
followed the track of Commander’s sledges for some time to the northward,
when, coming to a lead, again made inshore.  Here I saw the track of Iervey’s
sledge, and followed it as far as we could with any degree of safety. At mid-
night, sceing that we could get no farther with the sledge, and not being more
than five miles from the Cape, I encamped, intending to walk on shore with the
depot in the morning.  Placed the flag on a hummock, and fired a rocket.

Tourtn Joursey.

Monday, April 25th.—At 3.30 took with me three men to carry the depdt
cases, and started for Cape Bowden. Iound the icc towards the Cape not
nearly so bad as I had expected it to be, as it consisted principally of floes. On
arriving at the Cape, found that Commander Pullen had been there on the 234,
and had left for the ship. Buried the depét, left a record of our visit, and
returned.  8.30, arrived at the tent, had coffee, and proceeded for Cape De
Haven, over pretty good floc, with occasional ridges of' hummaocks.

Tucsday, April 26th.—At 2 Ay came to a ridge of hummocks, heyond
which there was an old floc extending to the northward and westward as far as
we could see, with hummocks in it 20 or 30 feet high, but looking smoother to
the westward.  Encamped. s
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Firra JOURNEY.

1 p..—DPrepared breaxfast ; 3.30, packed sledge and started to the northward,
kecping to the eastward of the old floe. Good travelling for the first four miles,
after this we had to work through hummocks. In the direction of Cape De
Haven no floe was to be seen. Continued working through hummocks until
midnight, when the men being much jaded with the heavy day’s dragging, I
encamped. Found on unpacking the sledge that the small axe had been pitched
off, and lost among the hummocks.

Sixti JOURNEY.

Wednesday 27th.—At 1 pat. prepared breakfast, and at 4 packed sledge
and went ahcad with pickaxe and shovel to clear a road inshore for about halt a
mile. Got sledge through and procceded to the northward, over old floes and
hummocky ice. At9, stopped to lunch, afterwards cleared a ridge of hummocks,
and came to a good floe, over which we went direct for the Cape. At midnight
caught a lemming about three or four miles from the shore ; a little afterwards
encamped, with the Cape De Haven distant scven or eight miles, the floe towards
it hummocky.

SeventH JOURNEY.

Thursday 28th.—1.30 .M. prepared breakfast ; just before preparing to start,
the dogs made off at full speed to the south, and were soon out of sight. Packed
the sledge and went on, thinking they would soon return when they saw us
moving. As they did not do so, I stopped the sledge when she had gone about
a mile, and returned with a hand to our encampment. Irom a large hummock
I had & good view all around, but no dogs were to be scen.  After waiting there
a short time, we returncd to the sledge ; the men there had scen the dogs ahead,
running about as if lookiné; for us. To sce if they would come if we remained
quict, pitched the tent and remained inside till lunch time. As they did not
re-appear, went on towards Cape De Haven, at nine, over some rough ice.  The
dogs were much missed. The men said they were as good as two men. Friday
29th, 1.30, cncamped.

EigHrH JOURNEY.

1 par.—Prepared breakfast. 4, packed sledge and went on. 7 r.M. came to
sledge tracks, which we followed in to the ]point, and arrived at the depit at
Cape De Haven at 9 p.v.  Had lunch and dug out the depét. Found a notice
left by Commander Pullen on the 19th of April, on his return from Cape
Becher, stating that despatches had been left for Sir E. Belcher at Points
Phillips and Becher; and the following account of the ice to the northward:
“ Found the travelling throughout very heavy and dangerous on the west side
“ of the islands, from so much open water and rotten ice; in many places not
“ morc than an inch thick, and covered with a thin coat of snow, through which
¢ himself and Mr. Alston broke through.” Unloaded the sledge, got her on
shore, and encamped. Brought depdt down to the tent.

Niznte Journey.

Saturday 30th.—2 r.. had breakfast. Took from depbt 25lbs. of biscuit
to complete our allowance, and 251bs. of plain pemican for the dogs, in case they
should return; buried the remainder, together with a five days’ depdt for our
own return journcy, leaving a paper reporting procecdings.  Got the sledge out
on the floc and re-loaded. At 3, just as we were starting, on looking up, I saw
the two dogs smelling round our encampment.  They were immediately sceured
and harnessed to the sledge.  As the bitch was not to be seen, we concluded
she had been killed by a bear, as there were numerous bears’ tracks along the
coast. Went onwards across the bay, and when about half way to the Cape saw
a smooth floc inshore, and made for it. 8, perceived a cairn with a staff in the
centre, on the extreme point. 9, landed, and found papers left there by Com-
mander Pullen, Messrs. Penny and Goodsir.  Lunched, placed a paper in the
cairn, and procceded for a low point, going close to the shore, in the track of
Commander’s sledges.  Midnight, encamped four or five miles from the low
point.

TeNTit JOURNEY.

Sunday May Ist.—2 p.. had breakfast. 3, packed sledge and went on.
Weather very warm.  4.30, arrived off the low point. Landed, and placed a
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aper in a small heap of shingle. From this point first saw Baillie Hamilton

sland. 8.30, lunched. 10, nbserving a mark south of the Cape, S.E. of Cape
Phillips, landed and found a whaic-boat left by Captain Penny. Near her we
found marks of a recent encampment, evident{y Commander Pullen’s, and the
gkull of a young walrus, which, as there was a quantity of flesh about it, made
an excellent supper for the dogs. On leavicg this bay, it became foggy with
snow, and there was a peculiar glare, so that ~e could not see where we were
treading. Persevered for an hour, however, when the weather getting nv better,
and the floe worse, I encamped at 11.30 ; the men verv tired. We were about
three miles from Cape Phillips. )

ELeveEnTH JoURNEY.

Monday 2nd.—1.30. prepared breakfast. 4, proceeded for Cape Phillips. 6,
arrived at the Cape and dug up despatches. Iound therc a note left by Com-
mander Pullen, for the officer commanding “ Assistance’s ” party. To this my
attention is directed in my orders. The ﬁ)llowing isan extract:—* As we have
¢ not been able to get her (the ship) off yet, it is very probable that no party
“ from her will be here on the 10th of May. You therefore deposit your
“ despatches, and they shall be sent for as soon as possible. One party will
¢ leave when I return for Cape Becher. They will also have the letters brought
over by ¢ Albert, from Port Leopold, as well as a few more papers from
England. Travelling has been heavy, and on the west side dangerous, from
many holes of water, and much rotten ice seen; of course getting worse
daily.” Trom this I concluded that the only course for me to pursue was to
push on to Cape Becher, in order to be there on the 11th; and to go to the
castward of the islands. I then took a hand with me, and went to the top of
the hill, to look at the statc of the ice. The weather was so misty that we
could not see distinctly more than four or five miles; to that distance the floe
looked level.  When we returned, I collected all the clothes that we should not
require, now the weather was warmer, placed them in two bags, and buricd them
with the despatches ; and left a paper, stating that I had gone to Cape Becher,
to the eastward of the islands, and that I would call here on my return for any
despatches from Sir E. Belcher. We then lunched, and at 9.30 left the Cape,
making direct for the Eastern Cape of Baillie Hamilton Island. The floc was
very good for the first four miles; beyond that we came to several ridges of
hummiocks, which increased in size and number as we neared the island. At
2,30 cncamped seven or eight miles from the castern extreme of land.
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"TWELFTH JOURNEY.

Tuesday 3rd.—2 r.m. prepared breakfast, and mended mocassins. 6, packed
and procecded onwards for the Cape.  8.30 came to some very heavy ridges of
hummocks. Went along their edge to the castward, till we came to a snow
drift, of which we took advantage, and crossed them with some difficulty. After
passing these heavy hummocks, I was much struck with the difference in the
appearance of the ice, from any we had yct seen. Between the hummocks,
which were heavy and numercus, the ice had the appearance of recently frozen
sludge, and scarccly any snow on it. We continued working through the
hummocks until 9.30, when I perceived a black crack ahead, and on coming up
to it, found it was a rccent one. It ran in an E.8.E. and casterly dircction
from the S.E. part of the island, and was fourteen inches wide. Stopped the
sledge to examine it. In the spuces where it was sheltered from the sun, the
young ice had formed two inches thick, but in the open places I could place
a shovel through it. I then took Grinsted with me, and walked along the
crack for nearly a mile, when it continued the same breadth, and the icc near it
sludgy. To make certain that it was not occasioned by the hummocks grounding,
I sounded with a bag of bullets, and found no bottom at twenty-five fathoms.
Taking the state of the ice here, n connexion with Commander Pullen’s
accounts of that on the other side the islands, I had no doubt that the whole of
the ice to the northward was adrift, and that the first stiff southerly breeze woula
drive it off. Being unprovided with a hoat of any sort, so that if the ice
moved off six feet it would cut off' my retreat to Cape Phillips, and probably
from the castern shores too, I came to the conclusion that the only prudent
course to adopt was to return to Cape Phillips, from whence (if the icc broke
up) I could take boat across, and if nog, I should be still at onc of the places
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named in my orders for mecting the ¢ Assistance’s ” party on the 11th. I also
thought that if Sir X. Belcher wintered on the S.W. shore, he would send a
party to Cape Phillips, rather than cross the channel, though the distance might
be greater. There were numerous recent bears’ tracks on each side of the crack.
We were now about on the parallel of the south extreme of the island, and three
or four miles to the eastward of it ; but there being no sun, I could not take
bearings, At 10.30 I again returned towards Cape Phillips, keeping on our
outward track.

Wednesday 4th.—2 a.m. cncamped about a mile to the southward of our
encampment of the previous day.

THIRTEENTII JOURNEY.

1 par.—Drepared breakfast. 3.30, packed sledge, and proceeded for Cape
Phillips on our former track. After clearing the hummocks, made sail for the
first time, and it helped us along micely. 8.30, lunched. 10, arrived at Cape
Phillips, and encamped about a hundred yards 8.E. of the cairn. Cast the dogs
adrift.

Ar Care PuiLrirs.

Thursday 5th.—-Noon, prepared breakfast. Remained in the tent the greater
part of the day mending clothes and mocassins. A great deal of snowdritt.

Friday 6th—At 6 a.m. we were roused by hearing the dogs in full cry, and
going outside saw them all after a bear. We were too late for a shot, for, by
the time the guns were loaded, he was half a mile off. We followed him, how-
ever, keeping bebind the hummocks as well as we could, for two or threc miles,
but secing there was no chance of getting nearer, and beiug scantily clothed,
returned, and were at the tent again by nine o'clock, where we found breakfast
ready. The dogs returned soon after.  After lunch I went round to the N.W.
to look for the party. Sceing nothing, I went inshore over the low land, where
therc were several tracks of ptarmigan. Returned at 9 p.v.

Saturday 7th.—Noon, had breakfast. 6 p.., walked round to the low land
to the southward, where I again saw tracks of ptarmigan and one of a hare.
Returned to the tent at 9. The dogs followed us when we left for a short
distance, and then went off to the southward by themselves, and were away
nearly twelve hours.  When they returned, I tied the bitch up and kept her fast
until we left.

Sunday 8th.—Noon, cleared tent and swept out. Had breakfast. 2, read
prayers. As I'was walking about outside 1 saw something black on the ice. On
going out to it found it to be an old seal or female walrus and her young one,
and there were two more a little to the northward.  This hole appeared to have
been opened by a bear.  After lunch, I walked round to the N.W. to look for
the party.

Monday 9.—Noon, breakfasted. Did not go far away from the tent to-day
owing to the weather. Towards midnight it cleared up, but there was still some
dritt.

Tuesday 10th.—After breakfast walked inchore to the southward to look for
game.  In the evening went round to the N.W. for three or four miles to look
for the party. Tt was misty to the N.W., though clear in every other dircction,
and we could see nothing, Returning along the land I shot a brace of ptarmigan.
Arrived at the tent 11 pom.

Wednesday 11th—Noon, had breakfast. In the evening went round to the
N.W. to look for the party. Could sce but a short distance owing to the mist
and drift.

Thursday 12th.—After breakfast walked inshore to the southward. About
two miles from the beach we saw four reindeer lying on the face of a hill.  One
of them was a Jast year’s fawn.  'We endeavoured to double on them, but owing
to their position could not keep out of their sight, and they made off when I was
four or five hundred yards from them. I fired three or four shots with the
Mini¢ rifle with the five hundred yard sight without cffect.  'We followed them
for a mile or two, but, getting no nearer, returned to the tent.  After lunch,
walked inshore to the top of the hill N.W. of Cape Phillips. Had again a bad
view, hut as far as we could see (ten or twelve miles) there was no appearance
of any party, and the ice looked firm to the westward.

I'riday 13th.—This morning, our eyes being a little inflamed, remained in the
tent. After lunch sent two hands round to the N.W. to look for the party.
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Saturday 14th.—After breakfast, went to look for the deer, but saw nothing
of them, although it appeared from tracks that they had visited the place since
we were here before. Afterwards walked round to the N.W. to look for the party.

Sunday 15th.—Noon, breakfasted. After lunch, went with two hands to
the N.W. beyond the two bluff capes. At a distance of about six miles from
the tent we came to a sloping point, from the high land behind which we had a

ood vicw of the channel. I could see the land to the N.E. and Baring and
stewart Islands to the westward. The last appeared much more to the east-
ward than it is laid down in the chart. There was a bluff cape about o mile to
the westward 5 beyond, the coast trended apparently to the S.W., forming a
deep bay. Nothing was seen of any party. The ice looked firm as far as we
could see.

Monday 16th.—Returned to the tent at 1.30, having shot a ptarmigan on the
low land.  Had supper, and made known that I should leave for the ship in the
evening.

Fmsr Journey, RETURNING.

4 p.m.—DBreakfasted. Placed the papers, &c. I had with me in the empty
depét case, and buried them with the despatches, leaving a paper stating that I
had been waiting here from the 4th to the 16th for the purpose of communi-
cating with Sir . Belcher’s party. Packed the sledge, and at 5.30, after a good
look round to the northward, left the cape, going along inshore. At 7.45
landed in Abandon Bay, and began to clear out the boat to examine her con-
dition. We had nearly cleared her when we found a cylinder of papers, one left
by Commander Pullen, and the remainder by Captain Penny.  The former stated
that the boat had been alrcady examined by him ; I therefore placed the things
in her again and buried her up. At 9.30, went on for Cape De Haven,  11.30,
lunched.

Tuesday 17th.—2.30 a.m., encamped near our former encampment of the 1st
and 2d.

Srcoxp Jourvey, RETURNING.

4 p.t.—DPacked sledge, and procceded along the coast for Captain Penny’s
cairn. Round Cape Manning the travelling was very heavy, owing to the softness
of the snow between the hummocks. At a quarter to seven, on looking at the
chronometer, I found it had stopped, but from what cause I could not imagine,
as it had not run down and the casc was not cold. It went on again dircetly
I gave it a turn,  As it was going before we cntered the hummocks, it could
not have stopped more than half an hour. 9.30, lunched. Went on for Cape
De¢ Haven.,  11.30, arrived at the cape, and encamped on the floe. Went on
shore and dug out depét.

Tump Journey, RETURNING.

Wednesday 18th.—4 var, breakfasted.  Took an account of the provisions
remaining, intending to leave as much as possible at this dep6t, in the event of
another party being despatched in this direction. I refilled the bread case, and
left in addition onc depdt case containing :—Biscuit, 251bs. ; bacon, 6}lbs. ;
chocolate paste, two 11b. tins ; sugar for ditto, five paper parccls of 1} oz. cach;
potatoes, one bag containing 4lbs. 20z.; tea and sugar, n}lxcd, five parcels,
containing cach, tea 1}oz., sugar 2}oz.; in a bag, pemmican 14lbs.; salt,
onc case of 2lbs.; and a tin containing 12Ibs. of fat for fucl. DBuried the
depot, and left a paper. At 5.30, went on to the 8.5.E. For about three miles
the travelling was very heavy; the snow between the hummocks being so soft
we sank to the knee at nearly every step.  About 7.30, however, we came to a
fine lead, which we continucd in all day. Occasionally we came to a narrow
ridge of hummocks, but had not much difficulty in getting through.  No land
was scen during the latter part of the journey, but by walking head to wind, and
being guided by the hummocks, we made a pretty straight course.

Thursduy 19th.—2 a.ar Encamped.

TIFounrtit Journey, RETURNING.

4 par—DPrepared breakfast 5.30. Went on dircct for Cape Spencer.  Floe
generally good, but obstructed occasionally by ridges of hummocks. 11 ra,
Tunched. ~ Midnight—came to an old hummocky floc oft’ Cape Bowden, and
went on over it.

Friday 20th.—2 a.m., encamped on the old floc.
S 3
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Firra Journey, ReTURNING.
® Xncampment, C.

Oorm, m 90 £; 4 P.M—Dacked sledge and proceeded for Cape Spencer. For the first two

Table Capr, m, 19° 11 miles, travelling over the old floe between the hummocks.  On leaving this floe

.2 o . - .

sy pomiden 5 we came to some heavy ridges; after crossing them came to a large floe, which

n 66° 40' E.; C. appeared to extend as far south as Point Innis, and as far to the westward
PP )

Spencer, s 39° 84’ E,; 1 1d see

R. I'. Beechey Island, s. as 1 could see.

56:;7; : ] G- Hothau, Saturday 21st.—0.30., encamped about three miles N.N.W. from Point Innis.
8, 389 48’ W,

Calm o, Sixta JournNEY, RETURNING.
Noon.-——Prepared breakfast. 2, packed sledge, and procecded for Point
83 p.m. Innis.  3.30, landed there after some difficulty, and went along the shore

© Focampmient, W, towards Cape Spencer. About 5, cleared all the hummocks, and lunched.

Btall"on’ Becchey Is- 6.30, rounded the spit, and arrived alongside at 7, when I found “ Fury” had
e Bois nage 3o arrived the day after we had lost her.
E.; C.Bowden,n. 15°

8 B Ex. rigit, o ReMaRrks.
18998/ E.; Ex. left, . . . )
swar W, tfun The travelling throughout was heavy, but much of the difficulty I experienced

on my outward journcy might have been avoided by taking the same route 1 did
returning—that is, a straight course to Cape De Haven. I was principally kept
from doing so by a desire to avoid the hummocky old floe off Ca{)e Bowden,
which looked very formidable, but I found returning that the travelling over it
was very good.

The dogs were of little use amongst hummocks, but on a floe two were about
equal to one man. We had not much provisions for them, so were obliged to
give them some of our pemmican.  They had about three-quarters of a pound
each daily, when we could afford it.

The scale of victualling was very liberal, and gave great satisfaction.  Owing
to the dogs we were short of pemmican when we returned to Cape De Haven.
To make up for it I took instcad scven tins of soup, two of which were

returned. .

The following is a list of Provisions now encaché at Cape De Haven :—
Pemmican - - - 1 case, and 141bs. of currants.
Biscuit - - - 1 case of 561bs.

6 tins of Fortnum and Mason’s.
Soup - ) ) " 2 11b. tins of gravy.
Salt - - - - 3lbs., 1 full case, and 1 ullage.
In a potato case soldered up:—
Biscuit - - - 251bs.
Bacon - - - - 61bs. 4 oz.
Chocolate - - - 21bs. in two 11b. tins.
Sugar for ditto - - 6} oz. in five parcels.
Potatocs - . - - 41bs. 2 oz. in a bag.

'I‘Ca - - = - - 6;1 OZ. L ] . ﬁ . . 1
Sugar - ) ) . 138 oz (Mixed, in five parcels.
In a tin soldered up:—

Yat for fuel - - - 12 lbs.
(Signed) W. B. Surrranear, Second Master.
No. 5.

Procecedings of “ North Star™ up to 21th August, 1853, and particulars of the
melancholy Loss of Licutenant Bellot, of the French Tmperial Navy, and
evidence of the men.

Rerorr or Procrenines.
Commander PurLen to Captain Sir E. Brreusr, C.B,

IL.M.S. “ North Star,” Beechey Island,
Sir, August 21, 1853,

1. Commander Ingleficld having yesterday informed me that it is his intention
to leave as soon as the despatches can possibly be got ready, 1 hasten to close
my proceedings in a condensed form up to this day, forwarding to their Lord-
ships a copy of the same, together with all despatches received, and every
document likely to advance the service in which we are cogaged.
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2. I forwarded on the 12th instant, by Lieutenant Bell6t, the French officer
of the ¢ Pheenix,” who had volunteered to conduct a party with despatches on
to your ship, full accounts of my proccedings since leaving you ; but unhappily,
and which it is my melancholy duty to inform you, in the execution of which,
by a sudden and unforeseen disruption of the ice in Wellington Channel, he has
lost his life. The four men who accompanied him returned to the ship, two on
the 20th and the remaining two on the 21st, worn out with fatigue and exhaustion.
Their depositions were immediately taken, a copy of which Ienclose, onlyremarking
that up to this time and during their trying work they have done their duty well,
and speak of Lieutenant Belldt, although of a different nation, as an officer that
they would gladly follow as their leader. All here felt his loss most acutely ;
he was well known to us when in the ¢ Prince Albert,” and I consider it a most
fortunate thing his volunteering to lead the party ; for the only officer I had was
away with Captain Ingleficld, mysclf and Mr. Shellabear only having returned
the previous night. I gave him no orders, merely a letter of remarks for his
guidance (sce Enclosure), considering his experience sufficient under any circum-
stances. I therefore feel his loss most painfully, for he was a good and worthy
young man, a credit to his profession, and although a foreigner, has shown such
zcal and cnergy in the cause we are cngaged in, that I should feel myself
honoured in being associated with him in any way.

3. On the 21st inst., at ten minutes after midnight, the ice in the bay began
to drive out at a rapid rate,, taking us with it; the inshore piece, however,
happily received a check by which we held on, and have since maintained our
position off Northumberland House. The ¢ Pheenix” and transport were also
observed setting out of the bay and off from Cape Riley, where they had been
discharging provisions ; the wind at the time was light from the castward. At
2.15 a.m. of that morning both vessels got so far to the westward, and outside
Beechey Island, that we lost sight of them from our deck. At 3.30 the steamer
alonc was seen again coming to the castward under steam, but was soon checked
by a large floc-piece. I therefore concluded she had left the transport in a safe
position, pcrhaFS in Union Bay, which was clear. At noon she signalized
% Transport is lost,” and we could sce from our masthead that the steamer herself
was completely surrounded with heavy ice, and their saws at work as if endea-
vouring to cut a dock. In the evening the ice cased off, when she reached Cape
Rilcy, took up a position, and commenced discharging. The next morning the
icc still opening, enabled her to reach the fast ice in this bay (wind northerly at
the time).

4. I have discharged all my crew who wished to leave, also those unfit for
Arctic service, together with Mr. M‘Cormick, surgeon, and Alston, mate, who
were desirous of returning to England.

5. An officer and two men were sent, on the return of the first two men, to
rclicve the others and also examine the state of the ice in Wellington Channel,
&c., to sec if it was practicable by boat or otherwise to communicate with you
—Jlook-outs also from the top of the island have been kept; and such is their
reports that not only m_yscl&' but Captain Ingleficld consider it imprudent to
detach any more partics to endeavour to communicate.

6. I have acquainted Commander Inglefield with all your orders, wishes, and
intentions, taking from him every available article of provision, &c. for travelling
he could spare, and necessary for the expedition under your command.

7 Trom the long continuance of L. and S.E. winds packing the ice so much
to the westward and on these shores, that I fear the “ Intrepid” will be very late,
if able to reach at all. I cannot venture an opinion on the scason at present,
merely noting that it is a late one, and very ditferent from last year. I confi-
dently expeet, and am prepared for, being driven out of this the first strong N.W.
wind; however, I hope to be able to return again, even if so, prior to your
arrival; and considering all these circumstances,—a ship being here from
England, the lateness of the season, &c., your opinion respecting this as a winter
quarters coinciding with my own from actual cxpcricnce,——-_I shall, if you are not
here b, the st of September, i’ possible remove to Gascoine Inlet.

8. I herewith enclose the copy of a notice set adrift on the 1st of August, and
in conclusion regret to say, that having only so lately returned from travelling,
and time being so short, I am unable at present to forward a scparate report as
requested by you relating to the stranding and recovery of the ship.,

S 4
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9. Three of the men of the late Lieutenant Bellot's party have also exchanged
into the “ Pheenix,” so that we have now almost a new ship’s company. I cannot
wonder at so many leaving ; for the severe and Jheavy work that has fallen to
them, fiom the position in which the ship was unfortunately placed, and the
actual necessity of being obliged to keep them so continuously at it, induces me
to think that, if I may so say it, they are cowed, and dread the thoughts
of another winter. Had it not been for the good example shown by the execu-
tive officers, I hardly think we should have kept them up to the mnark. I cannot
refrain from bringing to your favourable notice Mr. Elliott, the clerk in charge,
whose dutics, from every document connected with the expedition, passing
through this ship, and having to be copied, have not only been heavy, but so
continuous, that he has been most unremittingly employed.

I have, &c.
W. J. S. PuLLen, Commander.

Document (copy) set adrift thisday enclosed report from Wellington Channel,
just received (noon) from the summit of Beechey Island, is favourable to the

speedy arrival of Sir L. Belcher and his ships.
W.J.S. P

Set afloat from H.M.S. “ North Star” lying in Erebus and Terror Bay,
Beechey Island, on the 1st of August 1853:—The ice only opened out sufficiently
this day. The * North Star” was driven on shore by ice and a heavy S.E. gale last
Scptember, and only got off again on the 30th June, by cutting, blasting, and
clearing a space in the ice to heave herinto. No intelligence yet of Sir E.
Belcher in the Wellington Channel. The “Resolute” and her tender the
¢ [ntrepid” are at Dealy Isle, Melville Island; a party arrived here from the
former on the 30th May last, with the intelligence of the ¢ Investigator” being
in Mercy Bay, Baring Island, 167 miles from the ¢ Resolute’s” present winter
quarters. Baring Island is newly discovered land, a continuation of Banks’s Land.
The “ Investigator” has been there since September 1851 ; if not able to get
through into Barrow Straits this scason she is to be abandoned, and all hands
come on to “ Resolute.” A party is now away from the ship on another visit to
Cape Becher for intelligence.  Any person picking this up, it is requested it
may be forwarded to the Sccretary of the Admiralty, London, with the date
when, and where found.—* All well.”

(Signed) W. J. S. Porren, Commander.

Another cask was set adrift with this; and last September, one with two
bottles, cach containing a notice.

Commander PuLLEN to Licutenant BerLdT.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢« North Star,”
Dear Sir, 12th August 1853.

You having so gallantly voluntcered to lead the party I propose sending on to
Captain Sitv I. Belcher, I gladly avail myself of the offer; and as time is short
and of consequence, Ido not enter fully into detail, merely giving you a few
remarks and a light equipment.  You are already acquainted with my views as
to the probable spot in which you will find the “ Assistance;” and Point Hogarth
being a principal point of rendezvous, make for it as speedily as possible,
keeping as much as you can the eastern shores on board, as [ know 1t is Sir

Sdward’s intention to travel this way if he cannot get on with the shipy it is
therefore uncertain when he will leave.

There is nothing within a reasonable distance of the shore to prevent a light
sledge getting on 3 keep a sharp look-out, and I hardly think he can pass you.
You have one of Halkett's large boats, I have therefore no fear for your
success, for the ice is still heavy in Wellington Channely and I hardly think it
will break out this month 3 at all events, should you see any signs to suppose
such likely to happen, make for the shore, and use your own diseretion as to
advance or retreat. The boat will track well inshore.  Captain Inglefield, it is
possible, may cross vou, but it can be only well to the northward ; however,
should such be the case, T advise your going on together, more especially should
he have his large boat.

Provisions are encaché at Point Bowden and Point Rescue, but T trust you
will reach the © Assistance” before you are out, and she will be approaching you.
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Pray show this to both Sir Edward and Captain Inglefield. Wishing you God
speed and every success,

I remain, &c.
To Licutenant Bellot. W. J. S. PuLLEn.

7

Extracr from Sir E. Belcher’s orders.

It is probable that the ¢ Assistance™ will be at or near Cupe Becher during the
month of August, theretorc any despatches which may arrive are to be forwarded
to mect the ship by the cast side of the Wellington Channel, calling at Point
Hogarth, which will be a principal rendezvous ; at all events, as the distance on
the present position where the ship may be icebound, is not more than four days,
easy march, the officer should be instructed and provisioned to move on, and
communicate with me. Indeed this duty must be imperative, as the final deter-
mination of my movements must depend on the co-operation of the external
division, should it be found necessary to abandon the vessel next season.

I left the ships well to the eastward of Dundas Isle, and the icc breaking
away fast, therefore I think you will mect them well advanced towards us.

W. J. S. PuLLEx.

StareMENT of WiLLiam Harvey, Boatswain’s Mate H.M.S. “ North Star.”

Lerr the ship on Friday night, 12th August 1853, and encamped about three
miles from Cape Innis.

Second Journey.—Encamped about three miles this side of Cape Bowden on
broken ice.

Third Journey.—After leaving Cape Bowden on Sunday night, we passed a
creck about four feet wide running across the channel; we were then about three
miles off shore. After crossing this creck kept on up channel.

On being asked as to the state of the ice, replied no doubts were entertained
as to their safety, and Mr. Bellot expressed a wish to get up to a cape which he
said was Grinnell, cheering on the men, saying he wished to get inshore to
encamp, assisting with his track belt himself.  On arriving at the open water off
Cape %}rinnell (query), Mr. Bellot tried twice to land in the India-rubber boat,
but in consequence of a strong breeze from the S.E. could not succeed. William
Harvey, boatswain’s mate, and William Madden, A.B., then both got into the
boat and reached the shore, taking a line with them for a hauling line each way.
By this means three loads were landed from the sledge, and the men on the ice
were hauling the boat off’ a fourth time when Madden, who was up to his middle
in the water with the hauling line in his hand, hailed Mr. Bellot to say the ice
was on the move, driving up and off shore. Mr. Bell6t told him to let go the
line, which he did ; those remaining on the ice with Mr. Bellot then ran the boat
up to windward on the sledge, but the ice being so fast in motion that, before
they could reach the wished-for point, it had drifted considerably off the shore.
I now went on the high land to watch, and saw them drifting up the channel and
off the land. I watched in this position for six hours, but lost sight of them
after two hours. When I last saw them the men were standing by the sledge,
and Mr. Bellot on the top of a hummock. They appeared to be on good solid
ice—wind at the time from S.I., blowing hard and snowing. After waiting for
six hours, commenced our return (all open water in the channel at this time),
walked round Griffin Bay with a little provisions, and reached Cape Bowden, where
we remained to take some rest. We had not been there long when Madden
called me and said two men were coming. I jumped up immediately and hailed
them, asking where Mr. Bellot was; they replied that he was gone. ~ On coming
up to us Hook said Mr. Bellot was drowned. I asked him if he was surc he
was, e said he was almost sure, because he saw his stick in the water, and
could not sce him; after this we made the best of our way or board, leaving
them there,

WiLiam Mappen, A.B., corroborates the above.
Q. Did you think the ice was dangerous?.
A. Ycs, I certainly did, Sir. .
Q. Why; for fear of breaking through or breaking off the land ?
A. Both, Sir.

Q. Did you mention your fears to any one ?
A. No, Sir.
. T
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[He also states that they must have been drifted back, and got on shore near
the same place as the accident happened.]

StaresMenT of WiLLiam Jounson, A.B., who was on the ice with Lieut. Bellét.

WE got the provisions on shore on Wednesday (17th) ; after we had dome
that, there remained on the ice David Hook, A.B., Licutenant Bell6t, and myself,
having with us the sled, macintosh awning, and little boat; commenced trying
to draw the boat and sled to the southward, but found the ice driving so fast,
left the sled and took the boat only, but the wind was so strong at the time
that it blew the boat over and over. We then took the boat with us under
shelter of & piece of ice, and Mr. Bellot and ourselves commenced cutting an
ice house with our knives for shelter. Mr, Bell6t sat for half an hour in conver-
sation with us, talking of the danger of our position. I told him I was not
afraid, and that the American expedition was driven up and down this channel
by the ice. He replied, I know they were; and when the Lord protects us,
not a hair of our heads shall be touched.” I then asked Mr. Bell6t what time it
was. He said “ About a quarter past 8 a.m.” (Thursday 18th), and then lashed
up his boots, and said he would go and see how the ice was driving. He had
only been gone about four minutes when I went round the same hummock
under which we were sheltered to look for him; could not see him; and on
returning back again to our shelter, saw his stick on the opposite side of a crack,
about five fathoms wide, and the ice all breaking up. I then called out ¢ Mr.
Bellot!” but no answer (at this time blowing very heavy). After this I again
searched round, but could see nothing of him. I believe that when he got from
the shelter the wind blew him into the crack, and his south-wester being tied
down, he could not rise. Finding there was no hope of again secing Licutenant
Bellot, I said to Hook, “ I'mnot afraid; I know the Lord will always sustain us.”
We commenced travelling to try to get to Cape De Haven or Point Phillips, and
when we got within two miles of Cape De I-?aven, could not get on shore, and
returned again for this side, endeavouring to get to the southward, as the ice
was driving to the northward. We were that night and the following day in
coming across, and came into the land on the eastern shore a long way to the
northward of the place where we were driven off. We got into the land at what
Lieutenant Bell6t told us was Point Hogarth (query).

Q. How did you get on shore?

A. In drifting up the straits towards the Polar Ses, saw an iccberg
lying close to the shore, and found it on the ground ; succeeded in getting on it
and remained for six hours. I said to David Hook, “Don't be afraid ; we must
make a boat of a piece of ice;” accordingly we got on to a piece passing, and I
had a paddle belonging to the India-rubber boat. [On being asked what became
of the India-rubber boat, replicd it was left where Licutenant Bellét was lost.]
By this piece of drift-ice we managed to reach the shore, and then proceeded to
where the accident happened: reached it on Friday; could not find our shi
mates or any provisions. Went on for Cape Bowden, snd reached it on Friday
night: found Harvey and Madden there. ~ They told us they were going on to
" the ship with the mail bag. We rested that night in a miserable state, and in the
morning got some bread and pemmican out of the cach¢, and after we had refreshed
ourselves proceeded for the ship.

Q. What sort of travelling was it ?

A. Very indifferent with respect to water on the floe. States that they were
saying it would be better travelling in the middle of the channel, and Mr. Bellot
hearing this, said it was Captain Pullen’s orders to keep close to the starboard
shore (gencrally keeping within two miles).

. Had any of you any fears on your way up?
No, not any of us.

Do you think Mr. Bellt was afraid ?

No, Sir; he was a good officer.

> OB O

Davio Hook, A.B., corrovorates the statement of Johnson.
What sort of travelling had you on your way up
Very bad, so much deep water on the ice.
Did you feel alarmed on your way up ?
No, not i the least afraid; T was very glad I was going.
Do you think you could bave found a better route ?
No, Sir.

>OPOBO
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Q. Do you think there is any hope of Lieutenant Bellét’s being alive ?
" A. No, Sir, I am sure he cannot be; for when we missed him, we could see the
-shore distant then about four miles. ‘
William Johnson, A.B., further states, Lieutenant Bell6t made a remark to
“him a short time before he was lost, saying, nothing made him more happy than
to think he was not on shore, for knowing his duty as an officer, he would see
the last danger; adding, he would rather di: here than be on shore to be saved.

Commander PuLLen's Remarks.

I think I may positively say that I can place cvery confidence in these state-
ments, particularly Johnson’s, who, I am happy to say, not only does his duty
well, but is a moral and good man. The distances which I have placed queries
against, I consider they are mistaken in, which cannot be wondered at, from their
anxiety, fatigue, and working for their lives; for the distance between Point
Hogarth and Cape Bowden is too great for any man to travel in so short a space
of time, Their going across the channel to De Haven I do not doubt, for that
place they knew well, having been there before ; and close to it they knew there

.was my caché of provisions.

W. J. S. Purren, Commander

. SECRETARY OF THE ApMIRALTY to Commander PuLLen.
ir,

I nave received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
the despatches which you forwarded by H.M.S. ¢ Pheenix,” detailing the pro-
ceedings of H.M.S. “ North Star,” under your command, up to the 24th August
last.

My Lords have read with much interest the report of these proccedings, of
which they entircly approve, as also of your exertions when the “ North Star ”
‘took the ground on the ice setting into the bay and forcing that ship on to the
shingle; and my Lords desire to convey to you the expression of their satisfac-
‘tion at your conduct, and that of the officers, seamen, and marines of the “ North
Star” on that trying occasion.

It is scarcely necessary for my Lords to assure you that the intelligence of
the melancholy death of Lieut. Bell6t, whosc conduct and example has ever
been beyond praise, has been received by their Lordships with deep regret.

I am, &c.
(Signed) W. A. B. Hamivron.

XI.

Orders to, and Proceedings of, Commander Henry Trollope, Her
Majesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Rattlesnake.”

No. 1.

By the Commissioners for exccuting the Office of Lord High Admiral
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &e.

Wukereas it is necessary to replenish Her Majesty’s Sloop ‘¢ Plover,” now in
position at Point Barrow, Behring Strait, with stores and provisions, as well for
the future supply of that vesscl, as for the purpose of meeting the wants of the
crews of the “ Enterprise” and *“ Investigator,” should those ships be driven
back upon Behring Strait, or should circumstances have rendered it imperatively
nceessary for the crews to abendon them, a course stated by Commander
M<Clure (in a letter, dated 20th July 1850, to Captain Kellett) “he might be
“ compelled to adopt after the winter of 1852, by proceeding in the spring of
“ 1853 to quit his vessel with sledges and boats, and make the best of his way to
“ Ponds Bay, Leopold Harbour, the Mackenzie River, or for whalers, according
 to circumstances.”

With the view, thercfore, of conveying assistance to the ships at Behring
Strait, we have appropriated the ¢ Rattlesnake™ for this scrvice, and we have
appointed you to the command of that ship, with a full rcliance on your
acquaintance with all that is nccessary for carrying out the same, and on your
personal knowledge of the coast on wlnTch %'ou arc to be employed. In furtherance



148

of this object you are hereby required and directed to put to sca so soon as-the
~¢ Rattlesnake ”, shall be in all respects ready, and to use every excrtion to be
off Cape Lisburne, Behring Strait, at as early a period of this year as possible,
In order toaid you in this purpose a steamer will be directed to tow you clear of the
channel,. and you will after watering, if necessary, at Madeira, Teneriffe, or
Cape de Verdes, proceed direct to Cape Virgins, on the castern side of the
Strait of Magellan, where a steamer will meet you from Rear-Admiral Hen-
derson’s squadron, and will tow you through the Straits, and as much further
on your voyage as circumstances will admit. You will then lErocccd to Valparaiso
and replenish with provisions and other stores, and from thence continue your
voyage to Honolulu, in the Sandwich Islands; and, having taken on board
whatever may be required, especially potatoes and other vegetables for your
own ship, as well as the * Plover,” you will, without any unnecessary delay at
that port, procced direct for Clarence Harbour in order to ascertain if any party
or Jater intelligence from the “ Plover ” shall have arrived there; and failing this,
you will use your best endeavours to proceed with the “ Rattlesnake” to Care
isburne, where you will probably meet with the officer and boat’s crew of the
“ Plover,” which Commander Maguire in his letter to the Secretary of the
‘Admiralty, No. 38, of the 20th August last, states will be at that point on the
15th July 1853.

You will deliver to this officer the accompanying despatch for Commander

Maguire, and of which you have a copy, together with a copy of your own
_orders, and supplying him with what his boat can carry, and may most dcsire,
thaking sure of your return with the ¢ Rattlesnake” to Grantley Harbour, Port
Clarcuce, before the season of 1853 is too far advanced.
Your ship is in all respects fitted and provided for the scrvice upon which you
- are employed, and you are well acquainted with all that is necessary on such
occasions for the health of those under your orders, and for the security of Her
Majesty’s ship. You will employ your people, as far as is practicable in the
. winter months, in the preparations necessary for every operation in the spring,
or so soon as the opening of the ice will admit of carrying supplics to Commander
Muguire, or to other points, as circumstances may determine.

You will take every means of leaving proper records of your condition and
intended proccedings, and of the positions where you may have deposited
provisions ; taking as your guide for the distinctive mark of such records, the
nstructions contained in par. 7 of cur orders to Sir E. Belcher, and Sir E,
Belcher’s direction in his {)ctter to the Lords of the Admiralty of 29th May
1832, in furtherance of these orders.  And you will also convey every informa-
tion to us by the whale ships which pass through the Strait on their return to
the respective countries to which they belong.  You are not to confine your come-
munications to one ship alone, but by every opportunity to keep us informed
of cvery circumstance connected with your own ship, and also the  Plover.”

In the summer of 1854 a vessel will he despatched from the Pacific squadron
to communicate with Clarence Harbour at as carly a period as possible, and b
‘that means you will receive instructions as to your future proceedings, whic
may depend on the information which may reach England from Sir Bdward
Belcher, or from the western coast ; but should, from any unforescen ¢ivcum-
stance, no vessel be able to reach Clarence Harbour, it is our wish that before
the close of the scason of 1854 you should deposit your spare provisions and
stores, with a boat, at your winter quarters, and then proceed to Honolulu, and
there wait our further orders ; and in anticipation of such departure it would
appear to be necessary, that during the winter of 1853, and spring of 1854, you
should construct a house at Clarence Harbour capable of containing about 70
persons, and made as complete as circumstances will admit, for the shelter of
any of Captain Collinson’s expedition, should they have left their ships, cither
in hoats, or by land, and fall back upon that place.

It will be advisable in the spring of 1854 to forward travelling partics
towards the northern shore, for the purpose of inquiring whether anything can be
traced of Captain Collinson’s party, or of any men from the *“ Plover;” and as
you will reccive considerable assistance in this object from the Indians whose
settlements are in the vicinity of your winter quarters, you aoe to cultivale their
good feelings by every means in your power, and to take care that no cause of
offence be given to thent; and for all supplics of provisions which their hunting
partics may procure, you are always to pay in a liberal and proper manner.

You are supplied with all documents and papers comnected with the various
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- Polar searches, and in’ closing these orders, we have to'express our corfidénce

in your ability, and to leave you to act-in such manner as will best fulfil our
‘intentions, o C

Given under our hands this 9th February 1853, . '+ -

(Signed)  J. R. G. Grananm

* Hype Pawker., ' '

M. I, F. Berkerry.

N '

To Henry Trollope, Esq.,
Commander of H.M.S. ¢ Rattlesnake,” v
< at Portsmouth,
By Command of their Lordships, k
© W. A. B. Hamiron. |

. No. 2.

Sir, Admiralty, February 15th 1853.:

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify
their direction to you to use your discretion as to quitting your present quarters
after the receipt of this, and endeavouring to secure the * Plover” for the winter
in Grautley Harbour ; but should you decm it prudent to remain where you are
for the cnsuing winter, my Lords desire you will use your utmost endeavours,
as soon as the season will permit in 1854, to reach the winter quarters of the
“ Rattlesnake” in Grantley Harbour, so as to effect & junction with that ship in
time to make the nccessary exchanges between the two crews, and reccive the
needful supplics before the  Rattlesnake ” shall have been compelled to quit
Belring Strait in the autumn of 1854, on her return to this country.

2. In the cvent of your remaining this winter in Moore Harbour, you are to
employ yourself in depositing all the supplies you can spare for the relief of any
party that might reach that ncighbourhood from Captain Collinson’s, or Com-
mander M‘Clure’s ship.  You will also extend your parties right and left along
the shore, and in such direction as may be advisable, as far as may be prudent,
in order to deposit notices of your proceedings and intentions, and of  the store
of supplies left at Moore Harbour. -

3. I;3[)cf'()x‘c quitting Moore Harbour you will erect such house or place of shelter
for any arriving party as your means will permit, and even if you should be unable
to move the ¢ Plover” round to Grantley Harbour, you and your people are at
all events to make good your retrcat to the quarters to be provided in that
harbour by Commander Trollope. .

4. Tor dircctions as to the course to be adopted in depositing notices of your
intentions, and of the supplics left in Moore Harbour, their Lordships refer you to
their instructions to Sir Edward Belcher, and to the further remarks on that sub-
ject contained in Sir Edward Belcher’s letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty,
of the 29th May last, {rom Whale T'ish Islands. .

I have, &c.

W. A. B. Hamwron.
Commander Maguire,

H. M. Discovery Ship ¢ Plover,”
Moore Harbour, Point Barrow
or to any officers of the ¢ Plover,”
at Cape Lisburne.

No. 8.

Reronrring ProceEDINGS.
Commander TrorLore to the SEcreTARY oF THE ADpMIRALTY, London.

Her Majesty’s Sloop “ Rattlesnake,”
Porto Grande, St. Vincent, Cape de Verdes,
Sir, 15th March 1853.
I nEu to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, that Her Majesty’s sloop lj{?attlcsnake,” under my command, arrived
T 3
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nere this morning, the 15th instant, and that I hope to’ sail to-morrow for the
Straits of Magellan and Valparaiso. Her Majesty’s steam sloop ¢ Basilisk”
left us in latitude 49° 38’ N.,and longitude 5° 13’ W. ; the hawser carried away
twice in towing, and as there was considerable sea when we parted company,
Captain Egerton did not think it desirable that boats should be risked in trans-
ferring them, I have therefore had them surveyed, and taken on charge as
junk.

! 2. I am glad to say that all on board are well, and that the ship is tolerably
tight ; one of the scuttles on the lower deck still leaks, and some of the slops
have been wet, but not materially damaged. I hoL;i)e the means taken by our
carpenters, now that we are able to get to the outside, will remedy this defect ;
the main deck ports have also been much inconvenicnce to us from not having
been properly caulked ; but this also will be remedicd, I hope.

3. gfound here six French, two Austrians, one Dane, and two Portuguese,
all having brought coal from Swansea, and not one English vessel in the bay.

4. We have been able to get five or six days fresh beel and some fruit. As
there is a considerable swecll in the bay, and much surf on the shore, I have
thought it right to obtain water by Eurchase in preference to exposing our own
rien, and risking any injury to the boats; the expense of which I hope their
Lordships will not object to.

5. Ibeg leave to enclose a state and condition of this ship.

I have, &c.
Henny Trouuore, Commander.

No 4.

Commander TroLropE to the SEcRETARY OoF THE ADMIRALTY, London.
ReporTiNG PRrOCEEDINGS.

H.M.S. ¢ Rattlesnake,” Port Gallant,
Straits of Magalhaen, 14th May 1853,
Sir, (Received 10th July.)

1. I BEG leave to inform you that Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Rattlesnake” arrived
here on the 10th instant in seventy-five days from England. On the 15th
March we arrived at St. Vincent, Cape de Verdes, where we complcted our
water, and procured six days’ fresh beef and vegetables; sailed on the following
day; crossed the line in 21° 30" West on the 30th March. (On the 27th
of March we exchanged numbers with Her Majesty’s sloop ¢ Cygnet” in
20° 43’ West and 1° 11’ North.) Passed between Trinidad and Martin Vas
Rocks on the 9th April, and made Cape Virgins, bearing west fiftcen miles, on
Tuesday 10th May at 10 A.m., soon after which we had the satisfaction of
seeing Her Majesty's steam sloop “ Vixen” coming out of the straits ; off Dunge-
ness she took us in tow, and brought us to an anchor under Mount Aymond
in Possession Bay, at 6 r..; we had all plain sail sct and a fresh breeze, the
wind abeam ; she towed us 8}, 9, and 10 knots an hour; on the following day
she towed us through the narrows with very little wind, in fact the wholc day
was calm and beautiful, more like spring in England than a winter's day in
these regions with the hills covered with snow.

2. At 6 .. we were abreast of the Chilian scttlement at Sandy Point ; the
steamer cast us off to pick up an anchorage for the night, and we stood in under
topsails, jib, and spanker. The water shoaled very suddenly from 30 to 10,
and then 5 fathoms in three casts of the lead, and in rounding-to, just as we let
go the anchor, the ship tailed on a bank and hung in less than 2i fathoms, As
the tide was falling we did not attempt to heave her off for two or three hours,
when, with the aid of a hawscer from the “ Vixen,” and the cheerful assistance of
Captain Barnard, we hove her off.  As the bottom was soft and the water per-
fectly smooth, I consider she has not sustained the slightest damage ; in fact she
was so quict that we hardly knew she was on shore.

3. The height of the land and the decpness of the water deceived me or 1
should not have gone so close in.

4. Hitherto the weather has been beautiful, and we have been favoured in
every way by falling in with the steamer and with such weather as is rarcly
found in these straits.
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5. Iregret to say that I have becn obliged to apply to Captain Barnaid for a
survey on two men, John Smith, ice-quartermaster, and William Wilson, A.B:,
Wwho are quite unable to endure the climate ; indeed their lives would be endan
gercd by remaining here. We have also several men in the sick list, who, I fear,
will not be available for duty’for several weeks ; the cases are not severe ones,
but it diminishes our strength considerably. On reporting this to Captain
Barnard he has permitted six men to volunteer from his ship, and he has also
allowed us to retain a supernumerary marine who was ordered a passage to
rejoin the “ Trident” until the sanction of the Commander-in-Chief can be
obtained.

6. Captain Barnard brought down 800 Ibs. of pumpkins, which he had the
consideration to retain for our use. I have ordered them to be issued in addition to
the established allowance, as we have now been eighty days at sea, in consider-
ation also of our being short handed, and the nature of the climate, and the
additional work entailed upon the men, I have ordered an extra allowance of
cocoa and a (%uarter of a pound of prescrved meat and biscuit to be issued as a
morning meal before turning the hands up, both of which I trust their Lordships
will approve of. .

7. In conclusion, I have only to express my hope that we may be enabled to
proceed on our destination, and that nothing will be wanting on our parts to
cndeavour to carry out their Lordships’ orders to the fullest extent.

I have, &c.
Henry TrorrorE, Commander.

The “Vixen” had been waiting our arrival in the entrance of the strait since
the 17th April. Cape Virgins itself is an exceedingly difficult and dangerous
place to maintain a station, and consequently bad for a rendezvous ; but Posses-
sion Bay under Mount Aymond is a sheltered anchorage, easy to approach and
also to leave. A vessel also with the following hearings lies out of the strength
of the tide and in mocie{mte'water — 5 NN M

ount Aymond W. by N. ., Magnetic.
16 fathoms, Mount Di};lero Bluff, ]%’ by %\T i N. s

course . , ”
Highest part of Bluff abreast,
sand. N.W. & W. .,
About seven miles from the Jand. H. T:
No. 5.

Commander TroLLoPE to the SecreTary oF Tue Apmirarry, London.

H.M.S. ¢ Rattlesnake,” Valparaiso,
31st May 1853.
Sir, (Received 18th July.)

As the packet starts for Panama to-morrow, I beg leave to forward duplicates
of my letters to you from Magalhaen’s Straits, and also my letter to Admiral
Moresby, reporting proceedings up to the arrival of the ¢ Rattlesnake ” at Val-

araiso on the 31st May 1853. I trust we shall leave this on Saturday 4th June
or the Sandwich Islands and Belring Straits,
I have, &c. )
Henry Trovrore, Commander.

Commandecr Trorror: to Rear-Admiral IFarrax Moressy, C.B., &c.

H. M. S. ¢ Rattlesnake,” Valparaiso,
Sir, ) 31st May 1853. :

I sro leave to acquaint you that I M. S. “ Rattlesnake” arrived here on the
31st May. I cnclose a copy of my letter to the Sceretary of the Admiralty,
reporting proccedings up to our falling in with II. M. stcam sloop “ Vixen” off
Cape Virgins on the 10th May, and arival at Port Gallant on 13th May.

During our passage through the Straits of Magalhacn we anchored seven
times: in Posscssion Bay, under Mount Aymond, on May the 10th; off the
Chileno Settlement, at Punta Arena, on the 11th; at St. Nicholas Bay on the
12th ; at Port Gallant on the 13th ; at Borja Bay on the 14th ; Half-Port Bay
on the 15th. T



152

On the night.of the 16th we were in tow of the * Vixen” in Sea Reach, with
8 strong brecze and heavy rolling sea, wearing several times, and on the morning
of the 17th, the wind still increasing, we anchored in the Harbour of Mercy;
on the 18th it moderated, and the * Vixen” again took us in tow past Cape
Pillar aud twenty-five miles to the westward. ~As'there was still a heavy rolling
swell we did not attempt to communicate, but we have every reason to express
our grateful thanks to Captain Barnard and the * Vixen” for the able and
cheerful assistance afforded us,

Until we arrived at San Nicholas Bay the weather continued calm and favour-
abls for towing ; but after that strong westerly and N.W. gales, with sleet and
snow, were prevalent ; nevertheless, the “ Vixen” towed us admirably—far better
than could have been expected, more particularly in Sea Reach, where there was
a heavy sea in addition to contend against. C

We were fortunate in meeting an easterly wind, which gave us a good offing.
We stood W.S.W. (west true) until we got into 80° west, where a falling
barometer warned us of a change, and a furious gale came on from N.W. The
only indication of the change was the barometer ; for although it was cloudy
with rain, no one anticipated wind. I feel sure this mdy be adduced as an
instance of the benefit arising from watching this invaluable instrument ; between
53° and 40° we had a succession of westerly gales, with almost constant rain
and sleet.

In 40° S. and 77° W., the wind came S.W., gradually hauling round to S.E.,
with which we made Valparaiso Point at 7 a.m. this day, bearing E. by S.

In the straits we met the ¢ Otter” screw steamer of 286 tons, and 225
horse power, belonging to the Hudson Bay Company, bound to Vancouver’s
Island. She left Plymouth onthe 4th February, three wecks before us; but
had been to the IFalkland Islands for water, and arrived in the straits on the 2d
May. She had been wooding and watering, and coaling also, from a supply
that some one, I belicve a merchant at Bucnos Ayres or Monte Vidco, had left
at Port Famine.

The only vesscl we spoke was an American ship, the “John Shepperd”
from New York to California ; she had sprung a leak, and bore up to go through
the Straits of Magalhacn, instead of round the Horn. Captain Barnard sup-
plied him with a chart and sailing dircctions, as he had none of his own. He
anchored in company with us under Mount Aymond, on the 10th, after which
we saw nothing more of him.

I beg leave to enclose a copy of the log, and a state and condition of the
ship.

I have, &c.
Hexry Troirore, Commander.

The “ Vixen” had been waiting our arrival in the entrance of the Straits since
the 17th April. Cape Virgins itself is an exccedingly difficult and dangerous
lace to maintain a station, and consequently bad for a rendezvous; but
F’osscssion Bay, under Mount Aymond, is a sheltered anchorage, casy to
approach, and also to leave. A vessel also with the following bearings lies out
o? the strength of the It\ifle, and in mo;ller‘fi;c water :—-—N ]
ount Aymond, W. by N. 1 N., Magnetic.
16 fathoms,  Mount Dhero Biuff, E, by K. 1 N.
Highest part of Bluff abreast,
sund. N.W.4 W, ,
About seven miles from the land.

No. 6.
Commander Trorrore to the Secrerary or e Apmmavrry, London.

Her Majesty’s Sloop “ Rattlesnake,” Honolulu,
Oabu, 25th July 1853.
Sir, (Received 24th October.)

I BeG leave to enclose herewith a copy of my letter to Rear-Admiral Moresby,
C.B,, detailing my proceedings in Her Majesty’s sloop ¢ Rattlesnake,” since
leaving Valparaiso, and also a state and condition of the ship.

I have, &c. .
Hesry Trorrore, Commander.
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RerorTING PROCEEDINGS.

Commander Trorrort to Rear-Admiral Famrax Monnsin', C.B. &c.,
Commander-in-Chief.

Her Majesty’s Sloop * Rattlesnake,”
Sir, Honolulu, Oahu, 25th July 1853,

1. I uave the honour to inform you that Her Majesty’s sloop “ Rattlesnake”
arrived here on the 22d July, in 43 days from Valparaiso; we sighted the
islands of St. Ambrose and St. Felix on the 13th of June, and crossed the
Equator in 115° W.; lost the trade in 7° 30’ N,, and 118° 15’ W., on the 6th;
got the N.E. trade in 13° 50’ N., 120° W,, on the 10th; sighted Mowee at
sunset on the 21st, and anchored in the outer roads here at 2 r.m. on the 22d.
Her Majesty’s ship * Amphitrite” sailed on the 16th of June. Capt. I'rederick
proposes remaining at Port Clarence until the end of August: I therefore trust
we shall fall in with her. ‘

2. We have taken on board here four bullocks, twenty pigs, four thousand
pounds of flour, and three thousand pounds of potatoes, which will complete us
to full allowance for two years of bread and meat; but it will, doubtless, last
for a longer period from the savings, and also from otcasional supplies of fresh
meat which we may obtain from the natives. Although I could have wished to
have had more of these nccessary articles, I believe we have as much as we
can with safety stow; of other provisions we have 2 much larger supply.

3. In consideration of the length of time we have been on salt provisions, and
the shortness of our stay, I have caused double the usual allowance of vege-
tables to be issued to the ship’s company while we remain.

4. Considering it probable that cash might be useful in making purchases
from the American whale ships, I have directed the paymaster to draw a bill on
the Accountant-General for 65/., or 300 dollars, in addition to that drawn at
Valparaiso, for the above purpose, agreeably to chapter 3, article 3, and page
70 of tllle Paymaster’s Tnstructions; which I hope will meet their Lordships’
approval.

Pg. Not having been supplied with any linseed oil with the twill cloth for over-
coats, and only 32 gallons heing allowed as two years’ allowance for painting
the ship, I have purchased 28 gallons of linseed oil for painting the coats.

6. We sail to-day for Port Clarence, passing through the Amoutka passage,
and I hope and trust we shall fall in with Capt. Irederick on or about the 20th
of August.

7. Small-pox has been, and indeed still is, prevalent hercy I have therefore
endeavoured to communicate as little as possible; the deaths have been many,
but chiefly among the natives who have not been vaccinated.

8. I enclosc u state and condition of the ship, and

Have, &c.
Henry Trovvorr, Commander.

No. 7.
Reronring PROCEEDINGS.

I1.M.9S. ¢ Rattlesnake,” Port Clarence, 1st September 1853.
Sir, (Received 16th December.)

I Bec to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords, that Her Majesty’s
sloop ¢ Rattlesnake ” arrived at Port Clarence on Monday, 22nd August, in
twenty-seven dnys from Honolulu, We lost the trade on August 3rd, in 33° 30’
north, and 163° 24" west 3 entered the fogs on the Fith, in40° 30’ and 169°, but
were notwithstanding fortunate in getting observations the day before we passed
the Alcutians, which we did between Scgonam and Amoutka (16th August),
without sceing the land. Although the ship’s course was not particularly
influenced by it, and there is said to be no race in this channel, I never saw
such a confused tumbling sca, with appearance of overfalls, &e.; it washed one
of the gangways away, and broke on board us scveral times,  The fogs still
continued, with strong westerly breezes; we found we could not weather the
Pribyloff Isles, and therefore passed bct;vccn St. George and St. Paul's,  The

l
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channel is broad and free from danger; but reefs extend off the south-east end of
St. Paul’s, and a boiling surf breaks on the long low level island called Morjovi
or Morse'Isle. ‘From the appearance of the water, I should say no ship ought
to approach unnecessarily within five miles. We sighted Cape Rodney at sun-
set on the 21st, and on the following morning had the satisfaction of seeing Her
Majesty’s Sloop ¢ Plover” coming from Grantley ; shehad just parted company
with Her Majesty’s Ship * Amphitrite,” and was on her way to Point Barrow.
Captain Maguire pulled out to us, and arranged that we should both anchor under
Pomnt Spencer, and transfer the provisions and stores (of which I enclose the
lists). We had two bullocks and sixteen pigs for him, the former were killed
and would give fresh meat for her crew, for eleven or twelve days; but of the
pigs they would only take four, in addition to four others received from the
“ Amphitrite.” She was, in fact, terribly crowded. Five of our men volunteered
for her, and five from her were transferred to the “ Amphitrite,” so that she has
left with her crew in good health; and I believe our arrival, besides the good
things we brought them, cheered them up in 2 manner, and to a degree that is
better felt than described.

2. The “Plover” sailed at 3 a.m. on Wednesday, 24th August, with a nice
breeze from S.E., which continued for full thirty-six hours afterwards, so that I
have no doubt she got through the straits, and as she is only three days later in
starting than she was last year, I anticipate that her arrival at Point Barrow will
be equally favourable.

3. After staying another day at Point Spencer to collect drift wood for building
the house, we went up to Grantley Harbour, and commenced lightening to
enable her to enter the narrow and somewhat intricate channel ; in doing which
we have great reason to thank Captain Frederick and the “ Amphitrite” for their
most cheerful and valuable assistance.

4. I propose to leave Grantley Harbour about the middle of July, and then
to skirt the ice between Asia and America, as far as we can go with safety ; and
to be off Icy Cape, Wainwright Inlet, or Point I'ranklin, as the case may be, and
the ice determing, about the first week in August, there to look out for the
“ Plover,” and return with her to Port Clarence.  This course has been agreed
upon with Captain Maguire, and will, T trust, meet their Lordships’ upproval, as
the most likely to be of service to the cause. No benefit would be derived from
our being off the coast of America until August, it not being possible that the
“ Plover” could leave Point Barrow before that time, and the sooner we have
somne change after being released from winter quarters, the better it will be for
the health and spirits of the men ; and we may perhaps do some good or obtain
some information by skirting the pack; besides, the * Plover’s” condition not
being particularly good, if anything happened to her we should be able to find
our way to Point Barrow, and reccive her crew.

5. On our falling in with the “ Plover,” or recciving her crew, I proposed
returning to Port Clarence to meet the vessel their Lordships’ orders give me
to understand will be despatched from Admiral Moresby’s squadron ; or, in the
event of our not receiving further orders, to deposit our spare provisions in the
house, and proceed to Honolula.

6. Since writing the above, | have twice, without success, attempted to take
the ship into Grantley Harbour.  After sounding and buoying the channel, and
finding, as we thought, 17 feet and 16 feet 6 inches throughout, we weighed
with the wind at 1.IN.E,, but took the ground in the narrowest part ; the tide
ebbing an hour afterwards, left us with only 14 feet, although we had 17 fect
and 19 feet within a ship’s length.  We laid two anchors out astern, but could
not start her an inch, thercfore commenced lightening her.  After taking about
80 tons out, being favourcd with remarkably fine and calm weather, on the
following day, after having been 20 hours on shore, we hove her off without
difficulty ; in fact, from the taut strain there was upon the hawscrs, she went off
almost of her own accord. "T'he bottom is soft clay, therefore she sustained no
damage, but 1 do not think it advisable to take a ship of this class into Grantley
Harbour; we might indeed lighten her much more, but with great risk of
damaging the stores and dry provisions, which must necessarily bie much exposed.
In fact, aided as we were by the * Amphitrite’s ” hoats, and during nnusually fine
weather, I was most anxious about it. The channel is extremely narrow and
intricate, and the bottom evidently goes in ridges, so that it might be possible to
carry a line of soundings of 17 feet in, and then go over the same ground and
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have 15, 14, and even 13 feet; and if a ship gets on shore in the passage, and a
south-westerly wind comes on, the sea gets up so rapidly that the consequence:
might be serious.  There is a cerlain risk of having the ship in Port Clarence
when the ice breaks up, but as far as I can judge, not so great but that it may
be encountered.  On Thursday, the 1st September, we made a fresh attempt,
using greater caution than before, warping in with hawsers both ahead and astern,
but although under peculiarly favourable circumstances, from a southerly wind
having raised the water considerably, we again stuck fast, and were obliged to
haul her off. I have now determmed not to attempt it again, and I can only
hope that the result will prove that I have not judged improperly.

7. In the cvent of their Lordships’ requiring the “ Rattlesnake” to return to
the northward from Honolulu, or to remain here during the winter of 1854 and

1855, I beg leave to enclose demands for provisions and stores for another
twelvemonth, dating from November 1854.

8. I enclose a state and condition of this ship.
I have, &c.
Hesxry Troviore, Commander.

No. 8.

. Her Majesty’s Sloop “ Rattlesnake,”
Sir, Port Clarence, 11th September 1853.

l. I sec to enclose a copy of my letter sent by Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Am-
phitrite” on the 4th instant.

2. The “ Koh-i Noor,” a small schooner of 135 tons, George Levine, master,
from Hong-Kong, is on her return to that port; and I take the opportunity of
writing, although I have nothing to add but that we are watering, wooding, and
preparing for the winter.

3. The “Koh-i-Noor” is trading for skins and walrus tecth ; she left Hong-
Kong on the 27th of May and arrived here on the 2d of August, whence she
procecded to the coast of Asia, but does not appear to have gone farther than
Kolintchin or Burney's Island ; the supercargo, Mr. Gustav Overbeck, told me
that he found the natives had papers in French and Russian addressed to any
shipwrecked persons, desiring them to write their state and condition on the
back, when the papers would he forwarded to the Russian ports, and measures
taken to assist and relieve them; he did not make an exact copy, but this was
the purport, and it appears so far satisfactory, as proving that even in this remote
quarter steps have been taken by the Russian Government for assisting our
missing countrymen; and as this has been accidentally proved in this port, the
most distant from the Russian head-quarters, it may be inferred that similar
measures have been taken more to the west.

4. Mr. Levine reports having seen or fallen iu with twenty-five sail of whalers.
Whales, walrus, and seal in the utmost abundance. He had some very fine
speeimens of tusks—some the pair weighing 20 1bs., while the average is 5 to 10
and 121bs.  Altogether he seemned to think a profitable voyage had been made,
and they would double the original outlay.

5. The ice appears to have prevented their further advance, as it seems to
have been his wish to have gone up to Herald’s Island; but his reports are
vague in this respeet, and he had not paid much attention to his position.

6. The “ Koh-i-Noor,” or some snunilar vesscl, is to leave Hong-Kong in
May 1854, and renew the voyage they have made this year, and he speaks of
coming to Port Spencer with supplics of potatocs, pigs, &c. for the whalers.
I mention this as it may be convenient to their Lordships to know that such
means of communication exist.  Mr. Levine tells me that he informed the
senior officer at Hong-Kong that he was coming here and offered to bring any-
thing for Captain Collinson’s ships.

I have, &c.
Henry Trovrore, Commander.
U 2
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On going on board the ¢ Koh-i-Noor,” I found that Mr. Overbeck had made
a copy of the French part of the paper alluded to in my letter.

12th September 1853.
Hy. TrouLLorke.

Messicurs les Etrangers,

Les croiseurs m'ont donnés la connaissance de votre naufrage prés du cote
de TEmpire Russe, c’est pourquoi je vous pric de m'avertir en ¢crivant sur le
papier. _

Dec quelle pavs Ctes-vous?  Quel est le bit de votre croisiere sur la mer
glaciale? )

De quel moyen pensez-vous revenir a votre patric? et ne faut-il pas pour
vous quelque recours ?

Sredne, Kolymark,

le 24¢ Mars 1833.
(Signé)  Ferpinanp Cumisuwsskiey.

No. 9.

SECRETARY oF THE ADMIRALTY to Commander MacuIgre.

Sir, 16th January 1854.

I anm commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st of September last, detailing your
proceedings, and to acquaint you that they have the entire approval of my Lords,
who consider that praise is due to you for your active exertions, by which you
made good your passage to Port Clarence before the scason closed.

I am, &ec.
W. A. B. Hamron.
Conmmander Trollope,
H.M. Discovery Sloop ¢ Rattlesnake,”
Port Clarence, Behring Straits,

XII.

Report on the Procecdings of Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Amphitrite,”
Captain Frederick.

No. 1.
Revorr or Procerenings.,

Captain Frenerick to the Stererary or g Avyrarry, London.

ILM.S. “ Amphitrite,” San Francisco,
31ist October, 1853.
Sir, (Received 16th December,)

1. T uave the honour to acquaint you that I sailed from Honolulu in Her
Majesty’s ship under my command on the 16th June.

2. It was my intention to have passed through the Aleutian Chain by the
Amoughta Channel; but the wind headed us off, and on the 28th we made the
islands of the Four Mountains, "These islands are very remarkable, having conical
peaks from 3,000 to 4,000 fect in height ; they were covered with snow fully
three-fourths ot their height, and partially to the water's edge. The weather
being moderate and tolerably clear, I determined on trying the channel between
these islands and the island of Younaska. It is ten oreleven miles wide, and
apparently free {from danger. We stood through about mid-channel, and had



157

no soundings at fifteen fathoms ; there was a rippling of the water, but not any
strength of current.

3. On the 6th of July we made King’s Island, and the same evening anchored
off Point Spencer, Port Clarence.

4. On the following day, examination was made of the notices, caché of provi-
sions, and coals.  Everything was found as we left it last year, with the excep-
tion of the *“ Plover’s” storchouse, which was partly knocked down by the snow.

5. On the 16th we sailed ; beat through the straits the following day, and
arrived off' Cape Lisburne on the morning of the 19th.

6. "T'o my surprise, the shore both to the southward and north-castward of
the cape was blocked with ice; the southern pack extended from the cape
as far as could be scen, and about fiftcen miles deep from the land ; the other
pack, as far as could be seen to the northward and castward, with a lane of
water between it and the land, the wind being southerly. There was a large
open space between the two packs, into which we stood, to within fvar or five miles
from the cape, and close to the edge of the ice; but there was no appearance of
any people or boats: a gun was fired, and we remained until quite satisficd
there was no one at the rendezvous.  We then stood out and worked along the
edge of the southern pack until the weather became thick ; this continued the
whole of the next day, with a fresh southerly wind.

7. On the 21st we stood in, and made Point Hope, close to the northward of
which we again observed the ice, but much broken.

8. On the 22nd we stood for Cape Lisburnc; the ice was still off it, but
moving fast to the northward ; and on the 23rd the shore to the southward of the
cape was free from ice. 'T'wo baidars with natives came off; they had seen
nothing of the “Plover's” boats. A boat was sent to bury a notice at the
rendezvous.

9. The ice still continued to hang about the Inad to the north-castward of Cape
Lisburne until the 18th, when a strong southerly wind came on, which lasted till
the 31st, and cleared it away.

10. We cruised off Cape Lisburne till the 1st August, on which day, the
weather being settled, we anchored on a bank to the northward of the cape. This
bank has either grown up since Captain Reechey’s survey, or was not noticed by
him.  We had 5] fathoms, the cape bearing S.8.E. (mag.) five miles.

11. We remained at anchor till the 4th, when 1 began to fear that some
accident had happened cither to the “ Plover” or her boats, and thercfore deter-
mined to proceed to Icy Cape, and from thence to send a boat to Point Barrow,
for which purpose 1 prepared the pinnace of this ship. A cach¢ of provisions
was buried at the western part of the little bay of rendezvous previous to our
leaving.

12. On the 5th we made the land about Point Lay, and observed a stream of
ice tothe N.E.  The next day we stood through large quantities of sailing ice,
and as it became much less open as we advanced to the northward, and there
being some streams of considerable extent, heavy enough to have rubbed away
our channels had we come in contact in a breeze, (which in thick weather would
have been probable,) T bore up again for Cape Lisburne, resolving not to send
a boat that time. The ice being so fur to the southward at this advanced
period of the season, appeared to e quite sufficient to account for the non-
avrival of the “ Plover's” boats,  We had stood through the loose ice about ten
miles.

13. On the 7th, we were again off Cape Lisburne, but the boats had not
arvived ; for two days the wind having blown fresh from the southward, I
hoped the ice might be cleared away, and therefore on the 8th again made sail to
the northward.

14, On the Oth it blew strong from the N.1., and we stood ot and on Point
Lav, in the track of any vessel coming from Point Barrow., At 9 ao of the
10th, a sail was reported to the northward, which was soon made out to be the
¢« Plover,” and shortly after T had the satistaction of hearing that they were all
well on board.

15. ‘I'he boats had been wreeked on the 13th July, in atiempting to come
down, but the whole party regained their ship in safety,—Commander Maguire's
despatch gives the detals of this accident.—We arrived in company with the
« Plover ” at Port Clarence on the 15th.

16. Many cases of scurvy had ()cc}urrcd on hoard the “ Plover,” during the

U3
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winter; I therefore ordered a medical survey to be held on the crew, and
removed such men as were reported unfit to remain on Arctic service, filling u

their vacancies by voluntcers from this ship. I also directed the megica
officers to report their opinion as to the causes of so much scurvy.

7. As it had been reported that the “ Plover” leaked after taking in her
stores and provisions last year, I considered it necessary to direct that a strict
cxamination of her hull should be again made, and that the surveying officers,
in reporting on the efficiency of the vessel, should take into consideration the late
period of the year, and the unfavourableness of the season; they were not
unanimous, and at the request of Commander Maguire, I took the further step
of asking the opinion of each of the officers of the  Plover.”  As they all agreed
that there would not be undue risk in attempting to return to Point Barrow, 1
consented to the attempt being made. My own opinion was, that there would
be much risk, more on account of the unfavourable scason than of the state of
the vessel; but considering that it had been requisite to remove her from Point
Barrow, before the orders had been received to deposit supfp]ies of provisions
there, and that there was a possibility of partics falling back from the ¢ Enter-
prise” or “ Investigator,” to whom the want of such supplies might be fatal, I
trust their Lordships will not deem that I have gone too far in permitting that
risk to he incurred.

18. The “ Plover” was re-completed according to the accompanying report,
and sailed on the morning of the 22d ; very fortunately she met the * Rattlesnake”
at the entrance of the port; both vessels were anchored under Point Spencer,
and the additional supplics, a list of which I have appended to the * Plover’s ”
report of state and condition, were put on board her  Some of the provisions
also supplied from this ship were exchanged for newer from the ¢ Rattlesnake.”
The ** Plover” finally sailed on the morning of the 24th.

19. On the 25th the  Rattlesnake” came to the upper anchorage, and
having been much lightened, two attempts were made to take her into Grantley
Harbour, without success. Commander Trollope then decided upon keeping
her in Port Clarence ; 1 quite coincided with him as to the propriety of this
decision.

20. During our ahsence from Port Clarence, the British schooner “Koh-i-Noor,”
G. E. Levien, master, had arrived on a trading voyage, and had made a notation,
dated Aungust 2nd, on one of the buried papers in Grantley Harbour,

21. On the 4th Scptember we dropped down to Point Spencer to take in
wood. The “ Kodiak,” barque, belonging to the Russian-American Fur Com-
pany, arrived at Port Clarence on the 5th. We sailed on the afternoon of
the 6th.

22. On the 10th we passed through the Amoughta Channel without seeing
the land, and on the 16th arrived at Lat. 40° 10’ N., Long. 150° 30’ W., where
an island wss reported to have been seen last year by a Swedish vessel, and for
which I had received orders to search, {rom the Commander-in-Chief. We
traversed between the parallels of 40° and 40° 20/ from 151° 30 to 149°, the
weather heing generally clear enough to sce land from 12 to 14 miles, and
always from 7 to 8 ; but nonc was scen, nor any indication of it, and [ feel
satisfied that there is no land within the above limits,

23. On the Ist October we arrived at Honolulu ; having procured refresh-
ments, which were much required by the people, we sailed on the 9th for San
Francisco, in prosccution of orders from the Commuander-in-Chief.  We arrived
at this port on the 28th, and it is my intention to sail m a few days for the coast
of Mexico, in pursuance of my orders,

I have, &c.
Cnarves Freperick, Captain,

Enclosure 2 in Letter dated 31st Qctober 1853,
By Cuaries Freperick, Uisq., Captain, Commanding Her Majesty’s
ship ¢ Amphitrite,” and Senior Naval Officer at Port Clarence,
Behring Straits.
To the Senior Licutenant, Master, Carpenter, and Carpenter’s Mate of Her
Majesty’s Ship ¢ Amphitrite.”

You are hereby dirccted to repair on board Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Plover,”
and hold 2 strict and careful survey on her hull, and make such inquiries
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respecting her state and condition as may seem necessary to you; particularly
whether she had been leaky or not during the past year; reporting to me your
opinion as to her capability of encountering bad weather and ice in the attempt.
:,Eain to reach Point Barrow, consideration being had to the advanced period of
e year.
Dated on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Amphitrite,” at Port Clarence,
Behring Straits, the 15th day of August 1853.
CrarLes IREDERICK.

Evclosure 2 A in Letter dated 31st October 1853.

Pursuant to un Order from Cuaries Freperick, Esq., Captain (‘oms

manding Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Amphitrite,” and Senior Naval Officer
at Pect Clarence, Behring Straits.

W whose names are hereunto subscribed have been on board Her Majesty’s
ship “ Plover,” and have held a strict and careful survey on the hull of the
said ship, making inquiries respecting her statc and condition, particularly
whether she has been leaky or not during the past year; also as to the capa-
bility of the ship to encounter bad weather and ice in attempting again to reach
Point Barrow, consideration being had to the advanced period of the year; and
have to report as follows :—

Ist. That, having cut away the cciling in various parts of both sides, to
examine the timbers, we found aft in the cabin, on the starboard side, two stern
timbers very defective ; in the magazine, one timber very defective ; in the mid-
ship body, found a small stream of water trickling down between two timbers,
below the water line; in the starboard bow, threc timbers very defective. On
the port side we found, aft in the cabin, one stern timber very defective ; likewise
the inner part of the outside plank to be defective ; the midship body and port-
bow timbers examined, werc found to be good.

2nd. That having made inquiry as to the leakage of the ship, it was ascer-
tained from the report of Mr. Leath, carpenter, that it amounted to six inches
per twenty-four hours in light weather, during the passage from Point Barrow ;*
also, that whilst frozen in, the water was found to make at the rate of two and
a half inches per week.

We are therctore of opinion that the defects of Her Majesty’s ship “ Plover ”
render her incapable of encountering bad weather and ice with safety.

Dated on board Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Amphitrite,”
at Port Clarence, the 17th August 1853.
W. 8. Stamvrorrn, Licutenant  Senior) H. M. S. ¢ Amphitrite.”
James I'razer, Carpenter, H. M. S. “ Amphitrite.”
WiiLiam Cuarreks, Carpenter’s Mate, H. M. S. ¢ Amphitrite.”

Dissentient from the foregoing :—

1 think the timbers examined not entirely defective, with the exception of
two ; one in the starboard bow, the other under the magazine: the otherwise
sound state of the ¢ Plover,” and the nature of her fastenings, in my opinion,
render her capable of being employed again.

WiLtiam H. Crane, Master.

Enclosure 3 in Letter dated 31st October 1853,

Cuptain I'reperick to the Officers of Her Mujesty’s Ship « Plover.”

18th August 1853.
From your experience in taking the “Plover” to Point Barrow last year, 1
have to desirc that you will state to me your opinion whether there will not
be undue risk in attempting to again place her there, taking into your con-
sideration the qualities of the vessel, the advanced period of the year, and *he

unfavourableness of the present season ?
Cuarres Ireperick, Captain.
H.M.S. * Amphitrite,” Port Clarence.

# The pumps suck at fourteon inches,
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Captain Macuie—.f. No; [ have no reason for believing it to be an un-
favourable season.

Lieutenant Viryon.—I do not think there would be undue risk.

Mr. Smpson, Surgeon.—I do not feel qualified to give an opinion as to the
capability of the vessel, but am of opinion that no greater risk would be incurred
this year than last, it the ship leaves at the same period.

Mr. HuwL, Second Master.—I think there would be no undue risk.

Mr. SearH, Carpenter.—I think there would not be more than common risk.

Rocurort Macuirg, Commander.
A. H. Verxoy, Licutenant.
Tuoamss A. Hrur, Sccond Master.
Jonx Searn, Carpenter.
Joun Simpson (B.), Surgeon.
Of Her Majesty’s Ship * Plover.”

No. .
SecrRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY to Captnin FreEperick.
Sir, 16th January 1854,

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st October last, detailing your proceed-
ings in conveymg supplics to the relief of the expedition in Behring Straits
and T am to acquaint you that my Lords entirely approve of the judgment and
activity with which you have carried out their instructions on this subject.

I am, &c.
(Nigned) W. A, B. Hayierox,

Captain Frederick,

HL.MLS. “ Amphitrite,” Pacific,

XIIL

Report of the Proceedings of Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Plover,”
Commander Rochfort Maguire,

No. 1.
Commander Macuine to the Seerrrany of e ApdMIBALTY.

Her Majesty's Ship ¢ Plover,” Port Clarence,
21st August 1853,
Sir, (Received 16th December.)

[ tave the honour to report to yvou for the information of' the Lords Com-
missioners of' the Admiralty my proceedings sinee my last communication of
the 21st of August 1852, in as brief a form as I can, omitting the details of the
necessary ship’s duties and arrangements, and beg to refer to the accompanying
abridged journal for some account of' our intercourse with the Esquimaux, and
other incidental occurrences.

Proceeding to sea from Port Clarence carly on the morning of the 21st
August, we passed through Behring Straits by the castern passage the follow-
ing day at noon with a favourable breeze. A succession of contrary winds
delayed our progress to the north-cast, so that we only arrived at Point Barrow
by the 3rd September, and were frozen in on the 24th of the same month.

The approach to the anchorage sought was, contrary to my expectations,
shoal and mtricate, but when gained it was secure, though difficult of access or
egress.

The commencement of our intercourse with the natives was attended with
many unpleasant circumstances.  No single boat’s erew could be at any distance
trom the ship without being pilfered fiom, and on the most trivial occasions
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knives were frequently drawn on our men, who, though armed with muskets,
had strict orders in no case to make even a show of them, unless obliged b
necessity. The ship’s decks were at times crowded, and in one instance their
manner was so suspicious as to induce me to have the crew armed,—those on
deck going below one at a time for pistols, and returning with them secreted in
their breasts ; therc was, however, no occasion for their use. Soon afterwards,
& house built on the spit for the stowage of our stores, was broken into
and robbed. The next morning, on the chief coming on board, I got possession
of his gun, and threatencd to attack the village if the stolen articles were not
returncd, which had the effect of bringing them in force towards the ship, armed
with bows and arrows, but some shots fired over their heads caused their retreat
without loss of life. The following morning the things were brought back
From this time wc appearcd to get on better with them, and at length so good
an understanding appeared to exist between us that I hoped we had succeeded
in gaining their confidence.  This desirable state of things was unfortunately
put an end to by a calamity which occurred on the morning of the 8th of June,
a gun having gone off by accident in the hands of the quarter-master of the
watch and killed a native man alongside the ship; but I am happy in the beliet
that the naturc of the accident was subsequently understood by them, and that
any feeling of ill-will on their part towards us in consequence has subsided.
The 20th September had arrived before the behaviour of the natives would
allow me to turn my attention to the object of the ships being here, when, in
order to erect conspicuous marks of our position, and to examine the capabili-
tics of Dease’s Inlet as a winter station, should it be desirable to move the
“ Plover” castward, I madc a boat excursion, accompanied by Mr. S. A. Hull,
second master, and found the depth of water at that place insufficient. To
examine the coast still further, and to distribute notices of a ship being at Point
Barrow, witha view of their falling into the hands of partics retreating in this
direction from the missing ships, or those cngaged in the scarch for them,—I
made a journey on the ice, accompanied by Mr. S. D. Wright, midshipman, as
far as Point Drew, a distance of sixty miles to the castward, and there deposited
a small caché of preserved meats, in the month of November. This excursion
occupied only thirteen days, but the temperature was very low, and some frost-
bites were the consequence ; but valuable experience in ice travelling was gained
ns a sct-off against thesc cvils. Occupying a position which, on looking at the
chart, seems so available as a point of departure for exploring parties advancing
towards the N.E., I had hoped to attain some considerable distance in that
direction, but the existence of a water sky visible from the ship throughout the
winter, and the unexpected break up of the ice to within a few yards of us, at
the solstice, showed that travelling on the sca ice in this region is too hazardous
to be contemplated at any scason; I was therefore compelled, reluctantly, to
limit mysclt to a journey along the coast to the castward. The vicinity of a
populous native scttlement, together with the debilitated state of the crew and
the absence of travelling equipment, werce serious impediments to distant
travelling ; yet it sccmed necessary that the Colville River should be visited—
not merely with the vague hope that intelligence of our ships might be obtained,
and to visit the shores of a bay which the boats in 1849 could not examine—but
also in order rightly to understand the information given us by the people
of Point Barrow, by being able to identify the rivers and points of land
mentioned by them, with those delincated on our charts. An attempt was first
made to construct a sledge on the plan recommended by Captain M*Clintock,
which failed only for want of proper wood for the rumers ; but the object was
ultimately attained with native sledges and dogs. This journey, a detail of
which would be unnecessary to give on this oceasion, but may be described in the
concluding remarks of my journal, was performed between the 4th and 29th of
April; and although its result has been unsatistactory from the lowness of the
land preventing the const-line being traced, and the want of success in gaining
information relative to either of the expeditions, for whose benefit the  Plover”
is stationed at Point Barrow,—yet it has had the advantage of cnabling us to
interpret the native accounts of the coast, and to establish the fact of these
people being acquainted with the Mackenzie River, under the name of Ko-puk,
which I hitherto supposed to apply to the Colville, This, it necessary, would
determine the position alluded to, in the report received by Captain Moore, at
this place in 1830, of boats” crews having arrived at the Ko-puk, and being
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murdered.®* 1t has also shown us that the coust trom Point Barrow to Sir John
Franklin’s extreme (Return Reet'), contains no winter huts, and by unquestionable
native report, there are noune to some distance beyond Barter Island; so that
parties travelling in spring or autumn could receive ncither assistance nor
hindranee from natives, for an extent of at least 250 miles trom Point Barrow.
From the native accounts here it seems certain that both the “ Inveatigator”
and “ Enterprize” were boarded at the time of® their passing along this part of
the coast, at the distance of 50 and 150 miles east of this place,—some of
them accurately deseribing peculiarities about the ships by which they could be
known, such as the laurge ice chocks and dingonal decks, &c.; but the only actual
trace of cither of them we may be said to have discovered is a portion of a
paper from the * Investigator,” dated off Point Drew, 8th August 1850, together
with the canvass bag that had enclosed it. With reference to the progress these
ships may have made to the castward, it might be expected that the movements
in the ice at Point Barrow would give some idea of the set of the current in that
part of the Polar Sea; but our observations can go no further than contirm the
belief in the existence of a current to the N.L., to a distance of only a few miles
off the land. Beyond that a line of hummocky ice, from ten to twenty feet in
height, has existed all the winter, apparently aground in six fathoms; beyond
this line scarcely a duy passed throughout the winter, without a water sky being
visible between W.S.W. and N.E. (truc).

When easterly winds prevailed, a large space of open water was indicated by
the extent of water sky, and when visited, the vapour rising from its surface
obscured the view beyond a few hundred yards; but within that distance heavy
ice was seen drifting in u direction witis the wind.  The natives informed us
that the ice was set off the coast by the easterly, and packed upon it by westerly
winds, and that the greatest clearance is effected by S, and S.W. (true) gales.
They point to the N. (true) as the direction in which the ice goes, but we
have not been able to understand whether they consider this the effect of a
prevailing current.  Whilst treating on this subject, it scems worthy of
being remarked, that the natives state the whales to make their appearance
oft Point Hope in April and May, when the ice breaks up into fields, and
that most of them have disappeared by the time the ships arrive. The animals
appear about the same time at Point Barrow, and are pursued by the natives in
their u-mi-aks, which they carry to the open water for that purpose.  In June
few are scen, and in July none, and the people believe they retive northward,
to return in August and Scptember.  The masters of whaling vessels have
informed me that whales are less abundant in the open water in July und .\ugust
than in June. The tides have beew registered hourly for nine months, and the
result is that the flood makes from the west, and the mean rise and fall in Elsoun’s
Bay is seven inches.  The time of high water at tull and change is 1 ras g but
sreat irregularities occur from the wind, the rise being scarcely pereeptible with
?:‘csh E. and N.E, breezes, when with S.W. gales it wnounts to 3} feet.  Of
the latter case, a remarkable instunce occurred on the 18th of December, when
the water rose from the usual depth of 144 feet to 171t 10in., with a gale at
S.W. (true), the force of which was registered for 14 hours at 3ft. 9in, and 10
fect. "The hummocks which had been grouded along the horizon and inshore
Ly northerly and north-westerly winds i September, were floated by this rise,
and blown off the Tand, taking with them all the e that had formed outside the
spit and islands, together with u large portion of the Hoe within the anchorage,
which brought the open water within forty yards of the ship.  On the following
day, December 19th, at noon, instead of the wsual unbroken ticld of ice to the
northward, we hud none in sight from the masthead, and the view of an open
sca was as little agreeable as it was unscasonable.  In a few days it was again
frozen, and after a time the line of hummocks was again formed, and remamed
fast when we passed in the ship on the evening of the 7th of August.  The
lateness of the present scuson compared with every one since 1848, seems to me
to be accounted for by the winter gales having been heavier than usual this
last year, and by raising higher tides, the heavy musses have prounded more
firmly along shore, where they impede the current in clearmg the shore of the
last winter’s formation.  T'he months of June and July were remarkable for the

* Vide Parhamentars Papers, Sesson No 07, 7th Maeh 1851, p 33
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absence of strong winds, which alone assist in driving the ice off shore. The
meun temperature for the eleven months at Point Barrow, was about six degrees
higher than that given as the result of’ Sir E. Parry’s twelve months at"Melville
Island 5 but the highest and lowest temperatures have had a more limited range,
being + 50, und — 43, or 18 above the freezing point on the warmest day of
July, and 75° below it on the coldest day of Jannary. The prevailing winds
have been Li.N.E,, N.I,, and Northerly (truc) during the winter and spring, inter-
rupted occasionally by those from the opposite points, and after May they were
moderate and more variable.

The full of snow was not great, and did not exceed one foot in depth ; but
the air throughout was loaded a good deal with clouds and vapours, and durin
the summer the dew point was high. The climate may therefore be considere
humid, as might be anticipated from its maritime situation.

During the winter the officers took much interest in making astronomical
observations, and by a mean of 350° lunar distances, the longitude of Point
Barrow was found to agree with that given to it by Mr. Elson, the discoverer.
A series of magnetical olservations were also made under the superintendence
of Mr. Hull, the second master, who also registered the tides, and whose zeal
in these occupations was highly praiseworthy. The departure of a large por-
tion of inhabitants of Point Barrow and Cape Smyth to the castward in the
carly part of July, relieved me of all anxicty about receiving any hindrance to
the transport of the boats to the open water; and on the 9th T accompanied Lieut.
Vernon, and Mr Gordon, mate, with an auxiliary party to assist in dragging the
boats on sledges over the ice twelve or thirtcen miles to the southward of Cape
Smyth, where T left him with a favourable breeze, confidently trusting in his
success. I enclose Licut. Vernon’s account of the loss of the boats in his
charge, and merely remark that I am perfectly satisfied with the manner in which
that officer acquitted himsell, and to express my feeling of pleasure that he was
able to save the lives of' all his party, whose conduct on this occasion was most
praiseworthy.

From the st of August I had kept up a daily communication with Cape
Smyth, by sending an officer across Elson’s Bay to report any opening or move-
ment in the ice 5 and on the 7th, secing open water round Point Barrow, and a
favourable casterly wind blowing, T went in @ boat to ¢xamine the state of the
ice. I tound the lane of water along shore to terminate a mile north of Cape
Smyth; but since the day previous another had been formed by the easterly
wind outside the land floe and first line of nummocks to the S.W., as far as
could be seen on a clear day. Returning on board at 8 p.m., and finding the
wind steady at. 1.8, E.; with no change indicated by the barometer, I proceeded
to sca, hoping to keep the breeze until clear of” the ice, and to make my way to
Cape Lisburne, to receive orders or make arrangements for returning to Point
Barrow in the event of heing ordered.  The wind shifted to S.W. in the night,
with heavy rain and dense fogs. Towards the morning of the 9th & N.E. wind
gave us every prospeet of soon reaching open water; but the land floe in the
depth of Peard Bay was found to extend nine miles off shore, which, as the
weather was still thick, seemed to offer an impediment to the ship’s further pro-
gress; but by 10 a.v. the open water was gained through close ice, in which
some shocks were sustuined, but not more severe than the ship was well able to
sustain without injury.  On the following day at, 11 an. I communicated with
H. M. 8.« Amphitrite,” and repaired in company with her to Port Clarence, to
prepare for another winter at Point Barrow.  Having heen completed to sixteen
months’ provisions and fucl by that ship, and there being no probability of the
arrival of H.M.S. *¢ Rattlesnake ” —heing now ready for sea, I purpose sailing
from hence at 4 . fo-morrow, the 22d instant, to take nup my winter quarters
azain at Point Barrow, where I shall remain until released from the ice in 1854.
I shall then return to this place to meet FLLMLS. ¢ Rattlesnake,” in pursuance of
their Lordships” instructions.

I have, &c.
Rocnrorr Macurre, Commander.
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ENCLOSURES.

To the Chief Trader in the Russian Settlement, North America.

Her Britannic Majesty’s Ship ¢ Investigator,”
Sir, 8th August 1850.

Orr Point Drew this day. Should any white people (English) be seen along
the coast, I have to request that you will give directions for their being . .

(The remuainder of the notice torn off’)

Axcric ExpeprrioN IN sgArcHt orF Sik Joun FrankpLin.

ITer Majesty’s Ship “ Plover” will be found wintering (1852-53) two miles
S.E. (true) of Point Barrow, called by the natives Noo-wook.

Parties falling back upon that point are recommended to travel along the low
chain of sand-pits lying off the coast, as the most direct line.

The natives on the whole arc not unfriendly, but must be dealt with

cautiously to avoid surprisc.
April, 1853, Rocnrows Macuiee, Commander.,

The movements and position of the “ Plover” after July 1853, will altogether
depend upon further instructions or intelligence from the Admiralty.
hese papers will be distributed by a Sledge-party, under the conduct of
Commander Maguire, of H.M.S. “Plover,” engaged in examining the coast
between Point Barrow and the Return Reet of Siv J. Franklin,

Ancrie EXpepITIioN IN sEARCHT OF SIR JOuIN 'RANKLIN.

Tuis paper is printed for distribution by the natives of’ Point Barrow among
the Lastern Esquimaux at Barter Island, with the hope that it may fall into the
hands of any persons belonging to the Arctic Expeditions who may be on or
near the coast.

Should this hope be realized, the parties will learn that the “ Plover” has
wintered (1852-53) at Point Barrow, called by the natives Noo-wook, where it
has been ascertained that only H.M.S. *¢ luvestigator” was seen passing to the
eastward of Return Reef in 1850, and the “ Enterprize” in 1851,

Although the movements and position of the “ Plover,” after being released
from the ice, will altogether depend upon future instructions or intelligence trom
the Admiralty, it is almost certain that she will remain here another winter,
unless further information is obtained.

The natives on the whole are not unfriendly, but must be dealt with
cautiously to avoid surprise, and are not to be trusted when in large numbers.

Rocurorr Mwume, Commander.

NOTICE 10 BE LEFT WiTH THE NATHES oF Poive Barrow,

Tur ¢ Plover” arrived at this place, the native name of which is Noo-wook,
on the 3rd of September last, wintered here, and left for Behring Straits in
August 1853, for further orders.  If she does not return Inther she will probably
be found at Grantley Harbour next winter.

The only intelligence obtained of ships is. that the * ITnvestigator” in 1850,
and the “ Enterprize” in 1851, on their passage to the eastward, were visited by
the natives.

The natives here have proved on the whole fiiendly, but they ave not to be
trusted by an unarmed party.

Rocurorr M yceme, Commander,
H.M.S. “Plover,” August 1853.
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No. 2.
Commander Rocurort Macuire to the SEcrETARY oF THE ADMIRALTY, London.

Her Majesty’s Discovery Ship ¢ Plover,’
. Port Clarence, 23d August 1853.
Sir, (Received 16th December. )

I uave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, that I sailed from the upper anchorage at Port
Clarence at 4 a.m. of the 22d of August; and previous to clearing the heads I
had the good fortune to meet Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Rattlesnake,” whose number
I was enabled to report to Her Majesty’s Ship “ Amphitrite.”

With Captain Frederick’s permission, I have returned to the “ Rattlesnake” the
provisions and stores he had provided us with, much to his own inconvenience,
and taken in an adequate proportion of the liberal supplics sent from England.

Having received every assistance from Commander Henry Trollope that
could be given, T am now on the point of again taking my departure for Point
Barrow, where I hope to reach carly in September, if not stopped by the ice.

I cannot sufficiently express my satisfaction at thus opportunely mecting the
“ Rattlesnake,” nor too much admire the judgment and cxpedition with which
the passage out has been cffected.

1 have, &c.
Rocuvorr Macums, Commander.

No. 3.
Arcric Seas.
NARRATIVE OF COMMANDER MAGUIRE.

IN accordance with my last communication, 1 procceded to sea {rom Port
Clarence on the morning of the 21st of August, and with a favourable breeze
passed through Behring Straits by the eastern passage, on the following day
at noon. A succession of contrary winds delayed our progress to the N.L. to a
much greater cextent than was considered favourable to cnsure our complete
success of rounding Point Barrow, at that advanced period of the scason.

In our passage to the northward we passed several +whale ships cruising in
squadrons, a caution they scem to have prudently adopted, for the benefit of
affording mutual assistance in the cvent of disaster.  Their success up to that
time scemed to be indifferent, and we have been since informed by natives from
Point Hope, that whales have become very scarce on the coust, since the ships
have come in pursuit of them.  The last whale ship (French) seen by us was on
the morning of the 25th August, in latitude 69° 30' N., longitude 167° 43" W,
carrying all sail to the southward.  We soon afterwards made the ice in heavy
floes, and tacked inshore to ascertain its distance {rom  the land, when we found
the contrary winds had done us good serviee by opening a free passage of from
ten to fiftcen iles, in which we beat to the N.E., making but slow progress
until the night of the 2d September, when a slant. from the southward, with a
fast-falling Darometer, warned us that a change of weather was at hand.  Our
distance from Point Barrow, now reduced to fitty miles, T thought we could
accomplish before the ice set inshore, and therefore pushed forward under all
sail and rounded it at the distance of one mile, on the following day at noon,
September 3d. .

The approach to the channel leading between the sandy islets, that form the
protection we were about to seek for the winter in Elson’s Bay, was found,
contrary to our expectations, shoal and intricate, making it necessury to anchor
the ship and sound out the passage. T it was found not to afford sufficient
water, of which there was a doubt, our position was not one to lose time in, shut
out, and close down on an exposed shore, with a gale coming on that would
soon have loaded it with ice.  Having ascertained, as expeditiously as possible,
that there was about nine inches to spare across a shoal betore we got to decp
water, the anchor was weighed, and after making a few tacks, the narrowness of
the channel and the ship taking the ground twice, made it advisable to anchor
and hedge under shelter of the spit. A fortunate turn in the current cnabled
us to cffeet this, as by the time the warps had heen run out, the gale had
inereased so much as to render it unsafe to trip the anchor 5 however, finding a
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strong weather current setting, it was weighed, and the ship warped into a wild
looking anchorage for protection, in a gale of wind, no land being visible, except
the low sand spit of Point Barrow and the islet adjoining,:not more ‘than five
fect above the level of the sea, which broke over them with great violence during
the height of the gale. These are again guarded by the shoals lying off, on
which the drift ice grounds, making the anchorage when gained secure, but
difficult of access or egress. Daylight next morning showed us how fortunate
we had been in getting shelter ; the gale, now veered to west, was unabated ;
the sea broke heavily over the shoals passed yesterday, and against the sandspits
to within a short distance of the ship, whilst the offing was encumbered with
heavy ice, becoming gradually closer with the gale. As we found a strong
current sctting to windward, I had no doubt of the ship holding on, although
the confined space of the anchorage did not admit veering more than thirty
fathoms of cable. In the afternoon the gale began to moderate, and on the
following day the ship was moved to a more sccure berth, near the position
selected for winter quarters, where we remained until the icc set fast on the
24th September.

A succession of strong gales and thick weather for the following week
retarded our preparations, consisting chiefly in collecting driftwood, uot found
here in any abundance. Trom this material the plank for housing-in was sawed,
and the remains stacked for the winter firing. Advantage was also taken of
every opportunity to send a boat to sound the channel, knowing the difficulty
of the task after the ice had formed, and on its breaking up we should be too
anxious to move with it, to have time for that purpose. On the 25th, pancake
ice began to form in the bay, and drift out rapidly with the current. A party
was sent to haul the launch up on the adjacent islet, to be out of reach of the
natives ; this service was performed by Mr. G. T. Gordon, mate, who, when
returning in the gig with a fresh and favourable wind, was unable to push his
way through the young ice, and was carried in it through the passage into the
offing. In this distressing dilemma a sccond boat was lowered, in which
Licutenant Vernon promptly volunteered his services, and by running out
700 fathoms of whale lince the gig was reached, now carried some distance off
the land. By this means they were enabled to rcach the spit, although they
had another narrow escape trom being carried out, by theline parting when they
were close to it ; fortunately, one ot the men was sufficiently quick to hecave
the end amongst a crowd of Isquimaux, drawn to the spot by witnessing the
state of our boats, and they hauled them up, where they had to remain for the
night, the ice being now too strong to allow us to haul the boats through it,
and not sufficiently firm for the people to walk on board.  During the night the
ice moved but once a short distance, then set fast, and in the morning we had
the satisfaction of recciving our hoat’s crew on board, after experiencing a degree
of anxiety for their safety that is not casily described.

The following days were occupicd in sawing a canal towards our svinter
position, which was much delayed by unexpected movements in the ice, undoing
our work when nearly completed ; and on the 30th at 10 v.m., we were tracked
up it by about 70 natives, men, women, and children, whose shouts and
exclamations of’ surprise gave animation to the whole scene, and made it one of
deep interest.

Our time was now busily occupied in making the usual preparations for
passing a winter in this rigorous climate, which we had thus carly observed
symptoms of. A temporary house was erected close to the ship, to receive our
deck-load of provisions to enable us to have them clem, for the crew to take
exercise when the state of the weather would not admit of their leaving the
ship, and an obervatory for the reception of the magnetical instruments was
constructed {rom ice alone, which answered the purpose perfectly for eight
months.

These arrangements were completed by the 20th of October, when the
necessiry winter routine was established for an economical expenditure of fuel
and provisions, with duc attention to order, cleanliness, occupation and amuse-
ment, to lighten as much as possible u time confessed by all as being depressing
and monotonous. Many vurual)lc hints on this subjeet were gained f§01n the
works of Captain Parry, in following whose example I considered we could not
err; taking advantage of hix experience, the masts and yards were kept in their
proper places, affording a better mark for secking the ship from a distance,
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bearing in mind our being here in expectation of parties falling back upon us for
safety ; and as the land is very low, and in winter it may be said not visible, the
ship made a fine object, being discernible in clear weather at the distance of nine
miles from every direction.

Decming it a matter of importance that the * Plover’s” position at Point
Barrow should be known as far to the castward as possible, and also wishing to
ascertain whether Dease’s Inlet would afford shelter for any vessel that might at
any future time be desirous of wintering there, I took the earliest opportunity of
making a boat excursion to perform this service, und left the ship on the morn-
ing of the 21st of September, in the gig, accompanicd by Mr, T. A. Hull, second
master. Steering oft the land into five fathoms, we passed a good deal of sailing
ice, and proceeded E.N.L. over an cven bottom of from five to six fathoms,
with the wind from the S.E. :

Changing our course to the southward we got entangled among a series of
sand spits, when, taking to our oars, we steered along the outside of the largest
island of the group, which we then supposed to be connected with the main land
about Point Christic, but was afterwards found to be one of the very low chain
of sandy islets running along this coast. As I suspccted this was taking us to
the.eastword of the inlet, I landed to ascend the highest part, to see how much
farther it extended, and found a second island running in the same direction.
The water being too shoal for hauling the boat up here, we stood out into
deeper water, and at length succeeded in hauling the boat up for the night on
the second island. During the night a strong breeze sprang up from the N.W.,
with o temperature of + 30°.

Knowing we had run our distance for Dease’s Inlet, I was not a little puzzled
to know where we were, 55 [ could scarcely fancy it was possible to lay down
this coast without noticing these islands.

On the following morning, our observations being complete and the boat
loaded, and now concluding that Dease’s Inlet must be looked for to the south-
ward, and first erecting a conspicuous mark on this place of the “ Plover’s”
winter position, we steered for a point of the main just visible S.W. (true).

"This proved to be Point Christie, where we landed in time to get the latitude at
noon. Its higher part does not exceed ten feet above the level of the sea ; and
here we erected another large mark. The scason now seemed to be so far
advanced that I was in doubt between crossing the inlet and returning to the
ship ; but, as I cousidered my object would not be carried out without placing
notices on Point Tangent, I determined to cross it, and started with a fine lead-
ing wind from thenorthward. In two hours we reached the eastern shore, which
is even more shoal than the western—the water about Point Tangent being so
shallow that our boat could not be got within a cable’s length of the beach.

Having now found that the greatest depth of water to be obtained by sound-
ing directly across Dease’s Inlet was eleven fect only, with its shores extremely
shoal, I considered the question scttled that no vessel could find winter quarters
there; and, after leaving the proper notices, started on our return to the ship.
Sludge ice was observed on our return to be forming in all the small bays, the
temperature having fallen to + 19°, warning us that the open season was nearly
at an end. Passing the night in the same place as the previous one for the sake
of the drift wood, we left the next morning with all haste for the ship, which,
with a fine breeze from the northward, we reached by noon, Twelve hours after
our return it was reported to me that the ice was drifting past the ship.

A further examination of Deasc’s Inlet was afterwards made by Mr. T. A. Hull,
second master, in the month of May, in continuation of a survey of this coast
from Point Barrow eastward.

The southern shores of this inlet, which had hitherto been left blank on the
chart, were now traced. It was found to extend ina S.W. direction for a distance
of twenty miles, its breadth at the mouth being cight miles, and terminating in
a shoal bay. The S.L. shore is much higher than the rest, one cliff there being
as high as twenty-four feet. Four inconsiderable rivers cmpty themselves here
—two on the eastern, and two on the westcrn shore.

The chain of islands which, commencing at the ¢ Plover's” winter quarters,
clogely abut on Point Tangent, the western part of which was discovered by
Captain Moore, and denominated by him ¢ Plover's Group,” has been found to
be ten in pumber (on but two or three of the largest of which is there the
slightest sign of vegetation), running i;l{ u line almost parallel with that of the
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coast, or E.S.E. and W.N.W. (truc) {rom Point Barrow to Point Tangent, where
they terminate, the only channel hetween them of sufficient depth for a ship being
the one by which the ¢ Plover” entered.

From the time of our arrival at winter quarters situated two miles E.S.E.
(true) from the Esquimaux settlement on Point Barrow, called by them Noo-
wook, we found this people, contrary to our preconccived opinion, very trouble-
some and unfriendly.  To such an extent did this feeling exhibit itsclf, that it
would have been prudent to remove from their vicinity (particularly as we had
received more than once unmistakable hint to that cffect), had circumstances
admitted it; but, as we occupied the only spot of deep water to be found on this
part of the const, it heeame necessary to put up with the evil, hoping that time
and a better knowledge of our character would improve their conduct, and T had
no doubt our wintering amongst them would eventually be attended with hene-
ficial results,  ‘The commencement of our intercourse was attended with many
unpleasant circumstances.  No single boat’s crew could be at any distance from
the ship without being pilfered from in the most daring and barefaced way 5 and
upon cvery trivial, and often without any, occasion, their knives were drawn upon
our men, who, although armed with muskets, had striet orders in no case to make
even a show of them, unless obliged by necessify, as T thought recourse to that
forcewas to be avoided when a good feeling in favour of any of our missing country-
men, who may at any future period be in their power, was the object sought.
Carrying out these views to the eatent of not showing our arms was not appre-
ciated, as they mistook forbearance for timidity ; and, at the request of two
officers going with a watering party to the village, to carry their guns nominally
for the purpose of shooting small bivds, the show of’ them was found to have so
good an effect that it was adopted on all future occasions, although we were
obliged to cease sending for water after a few turns, there being always some
unpleasant display of fecling on their part that was best avoided when possible.

Whilst oceurrences such as I have mentioned were taking place daily with
our parties away from the ship, the difficulty of dealing with those collected
about her was sufficient to employ all the people lett on board, exclusive of the
pressing duties of the ship, with @ small crew, at this season.

About the 15th Septemnber, they appeared to be returning to their winter
huts, from their nsual summer’s excursion along the coast to the castward, and,
as the ship lay in their diveet track, we had a visit from all of’ them, including
also the Cape Smyth tribe, being the two most numerous on any part of the
coast, numbering together about five hundred.  As many as seven or cight
large u-mi-aks arrived daily for cight or nine days, containing their summer
tents, familics, dogs, and sledges, &e.: they appeared perfeet strangers, and
looked in amazement at us and the ship. They brought with them a small
quantity of fish and venison @ with the latter they parted reluetantly, and seemed
to prefer begging and stealing (in which they were most unserupulous) to any
kind of exchange.

On the morning, of the 17th I was intformed  that a large n-mi-ak had come
alongside, and the erew had foreed their way on board. — As this was not an
uncommon case, | thought nothing of it when I found that Licut. Vernon was
attending on deek. He soon came down to inform me that the chief of the
party had a musket, and was very anxious to get gunpowder in exchange for
cenison.  This picee of information 1 considered the worst T had received

mongst many unpleasant civeumstances that 1 had experienced, feeling that we
could not remain wnongst them i they had fire-arms,

It will be proper to state here that we have at a very late period of our stay
identified this chiel as the same who followed and oy ed Commander Pullen
at Point Berens in 1349, full particulars of which are given in hix journal.

As he expressed a wish to see me T owent ap, and found a large, powertul,
elderly man, with a peculiarly bad expression oft countenance. e had a
Hudson's Bay musket, with the name of Barnett on the lock 5 it was a goad
deal worn, but fit for <ervice. e had a powder horn hanging hunter-tushion
under his left arm, but pretended to haye neither bhall nor shot, for which he was
most pressing, and would not dispose of anything except for ammunition.  "This,
as amatter of course, he was not supplied with, T saluted him with much
friendship, made his wife o present, and took him down to my cabin, where |
made him a present of tobaceo, and satisfied his curjosity about the ship below.
Then I took him on deck with the idea that he would go away, but nothing
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seemed further from his thoughts, as he remained about the” decks and slipped
down the hatchways on to the lower deck scveral times—a part of the ship they
have not had access to during any period of our stay. During the forenoon
several u-mi-aks arrived alongside the ship, discharging their crews in swarms
on our deck, so as literally to crowd it for the day. They were allowed every
freedom consistent with their known propensity for stealing ; but some, bolder
than others, were difficult to deal witg.' One man attempted to force back the
after ladder doors, and my stopping him brought about a slight scuffle between
us. That did not seem to have satisfied him, as he soon afterwards came in contact
with the quartermaster of the watch, a quiet but rather short tempered, powerful
young man, who, before anybody could interfere, gave him a lesson he will not
soon forget 5 he dealt him fair English blows about the head, each of them
sufficient to stun any one except an Esquimaux; but he received them until it
had the effect of quite taming him, when he was put over the side in the
presence of at least sixty of his countrymen, few of whom offered to interfere,
and the remainder looked on with indifference. About noon, when at my par-
ticular desire, three parts of the crowd went away, the remainder were evidently
detained by the old chicf, whom there was no moving out of the ship without
having recourse to force, and this I had no intention of, preferring to wait until
he got tired of his visit, and this seemed unlikely for the present, as he hailed
three u-mi-aks full of people to come alongside. I heard the word *tawac”
(tobacco) used very often, I supposed as the inducement, and the children 1
observed had been sent away. It occurred to me they might have thoughts
of pillaging the ship, their numbers to ours seeming so overpowering. In order
to be prepared for anything of the kind the men stationed on deck were sent
down one at a time to arm themselves with pistols to be kept out of sight in
their breasts, in the event of a simultaneous attack being made with their knives,
all being provided with good ones and adepts in their use. When the men were
all armed I was satisfied to wait the result. A silence seemed to prevail, as if
they had not decided what to do, and whether they had or had not meditated
any mischief beyond stealing as much as they could ; they attempted nothing,
and went away as night came on, leaving the old chief with his own boat only.
He had continued to range about the ship in the most insolent way, and I think
it reasonable to suppose it was only the fear of our firc-arms that kept him from
ndschief.  When left by himself I was cautious not to urge his going away, as
I had done when there were seventy people with him, but letting him choose his
own time he remained until 7 p.y.—a visit of twelve hours,  When he was gone
I was so thoroughly tired and provoked, and knowing that every person in the
ship must be suffering in the same way, it became necessary to adopt a different
system, the number of small articles stolen during the day, notwithstanding all
our vigilance, affording sufficient pretext for the change.  All work was stopped
the next day, and an cflicient arrangement made to allow only one boat’s crew
on board at a time, and whatever dissatistaction it might give, it was necessary
to adopt it.

It seems necessary to mention here the difficulty of' keeping a numerous tribe
of natives out of a vesscl like the “ Plover,” as the ice chocks make a convenient
landing-place on the outside, not more than four feet from the water, running
the whole length on both sides, where they mount in all directions, and in some
cases when prevented they cut at our men's legs with their knives, and in one or
two instances cut through box cloth trousers.  Whilst the knives of some were
engaged in this way, those of others were busily employed cutting the lead
scupper pipes out of the side; the nails of the copper were proot” against them,
but no part of the side escaped their attempts. From this cause it became
necessary to cover all the parts assailable outside with a sheathing of wood, and
after the ship was frozen in she was enclosed round with a chain rove through
posts fixed in the ice at the distance of seven yards from the side. "Lhis arrange-
ment, although very unpopular, was found most beneficial. o

The day succeeding the one last described the chief was observed sitting on
the spit close to the ship, and I was told had hailed the ship as if he wished to
be sent for.  This I thought too good a joke. He was soon afterwards picked
up by his own boat and came alongside, but to his surprise was not allowed on
board, as so many things had been stolen the previous day.  During the time
he was standing on the gangway the crew happened to be cleaning, discharging,
and reloading their arms, and examining the two carronades, at which he scemed
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to 'stare .a. good dedl and: went .away. Several u-mi-aks arrived alongside, as
usual, during the day.;--but. none of the crews were allowed on board. . Some
bartering was carried on and & few presents made to ‘them, but they seemed
to ¥refer adding. to-their stock by stealing to any exchange.

. The following morning we had another early visit from the chief, accompanied
by some other leading ‘men. - They brought, as a peace offering, all the articles
stolen from ‘the ship for several days. This I considered very satisfactory, and
permitted .them to' come on board; ‘they remained the whole day, but their
conduct was altered very much forthe better, particularly the old chief, who was
now content toremain on the quarter-deck, to which they were restricted. I think
the display of our cleaning arms before the chief on the day previous, led him
to imagine we were'intent on doing them mischief, and seemed to account for
this sudden cliange in their manner.-: .

The system of keeping them out of the ship except with permission, and then
to a very limited number only, being once commenced, it was continued
throughout our stay; and aithough it was very difficult to make them under-
stand the necessity for it, which' made it disliked, and was the cause of some ill-
feeling towards us, it was impossible, through their numbers and want of honesty,
to adopt any 'other cowrse. At first we endeavoured to explain to them that we
wished all to come.on board in turn, but so far from cntering into this view,
those who were admitted and remained the whole day, would invariably be the
first alongside on the following morning, and be the most clamorous and least
satisfied of those not admitted. ‘These disappointments at not being allowed on
board, were retaliated in one or two instances by parties landing and carrying
away our drift wood: collected in a stack on the spit near the ship; this was
found teco laborious:a revenge for them, and firc was tried, but a boat being sent
they pretended it was an accident, and did not repeat it.

On the occasion of our cutting into winter quarters, our men being of neces.
sity much spread ‘about on the ice, and frequently surrounded hy three times
their number of .natives, much caution was necessary to prevent the tools from
being stolen, and many slight squabbles took place between our men and theirs
in consequencc of their playing them tricks and trying to trip them up. On
these occasions they always selected those of our people, who, from their appear-
ance were least likely to resent their jokes, and in some instances they found
‘they had mistaken their men. Points of this sort were the most difficult for a
commanding officer to deal with, as it was not possible for him to prevent the
provocation, and when not resented the motives were misunderstood.

A more serious affair took place on board the ship; the officer in charge,
Mr. Hull, second master, in keeping back a large powerful man that attempted
to force his way over the side, had a knife drawn on him by a friend of the
other’s on board the ship, who immediately called out for thc women and
children to retire. Mr. Simipson the surgeon was standing near, and very soon
produced before the man with the knife one of Colt’s revolving pistols, and
explained to him the use of its six charges, which had the effect of keeping
them very quiet for the remainder of the day. I met the women and children
retreating over the ice ahead of the ship, and thought something must have
happened, although they told me they were going home to dance. A chief
arriving at the same time re-assured the retreating party, when we explained to
them that if they used knives we must use guns, but otherwise we wished to be
good friends. Similar squabbles took place frequently whilst our men were
employed building the storehouse; knives were drawn as usual, and in two
instances the women and children were sent away. This was a causc of a good
dcal of anxiety with me, as our men being unarmed were very much at their
mercy under such circumstances, and in the event of arming them, more forbear-
ance was necessary than some of them would have been found to possess, from the
frequent provocations they had received in return for the usual kindness and
good nature that characterize seamen. On giving the subject every conside-
ration, and sceing that it must excite an unpleasant ‘feeling for our men to
have knives pointed at them without a means of defence being at hand, the
quarter-master of the watch and two petty officers of the party working on shore
were armed with pistols, but properly cautioned not to produce them unless
under circumstances of necessity, as I hoped the mere knowledge of their having
them would be sufficient. Of this we soon had an instance. One of them played
oft oneof their usual practical jokes on one of our men bykicking him inthe haci)(] of
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the knees when carrying a spar, for which he was rewarded with:d blowion theface 3
he then drew his knife, when the corporal of marines coming up, and being kndwn
to-have a pistol, the offender ran-away:-. Theseisort of aimoyances contintied
as long as-our men: had; work to do outside of -the ship:; -and-when- the datives
were collected -in any numbers,, the-difference of’ character: displayed. ky them
when so, and the reverse, is- worthy of- femark- -Inthe former case they:are
bolder and overbearing, and when meeting with partiés gathér round "them, and
apparently in a half playful way, commence shoving them.about-and feeling
their clothes, when, if they fail in getting what they want given'to them, they:
help themselves, and with their knives soon removeiany, buttons that happen
to be bright. This was all done and: the offenders mixed up-with the’rest,
enjoying the thing as.a good joke before -our peoplé could look round them.
On the contrary, when they are in small numbers, they-are not like the same
people, but scem quict, harmless, inoffensive, and obliging ; even while displaying
these good qualities, should their numbets becomé:increased, they:lose no time
in throwing off their assumed humility to join in any plunder going on. °
- In landing our provisions, I was particularly careful to point out to the chief

and other leading men, that nothing was going on shore, the nature of which
they could not see, except salt meat, which was really the case, and this I knew
they would not eat if it was given them, and on the day that all was landed,-and
the house locked, I showed them the carronade, pointed at it; and told them it
was to keep thieves away, thinking that a show of preparation would have the
effect of saving us from any attempt at robbery on their part; but I have every
reason to believe that some of those on board at the time were leaders in breaking
into it threc nights afterwards, when fortunately three small sails (ship’s) were
the only things they succceded in taking away. A casc of flour contained in
tins, belonging to the officers, had been opened, but not found to be tobacco as
anticipated, and not liking to go away empty handed, they had taken the sails.
I was quitc unprepared for this theft, which was effected in the night, notwith-
standing a strict watch had been kept from the. ship and the house was visited
every hour, as I had been told by the officers of the ship acquainted with their
character, they would never attempt anything greater than pilfering small things
lying about. This there was no remedy for, except keeping a good look-out.
Now they had commenced on a large scale, I had to consider the best mode of
checking them before anything of a more serious nature should be attempted.

A slight show of fire-arms in the way of intimidation in all our former -cases,
had the cffect of restoring the stolen articles, and with ‘a viéw to ¢he same effect,
I had & small brass three- pounder mounted on a sledgey intending: ‘to threaten
them with a visit if the sails were not returned. By the arrival of a native, 'who
came every morning with dogs’ food, we were informed that, during the time of
glecp, some people had committed the robbery, showing plainly that the affair
was well known' at the scttlement.  Our people had in the meantime tracked
them on the snow to within ashort distance of it, when the sails had becén opened
and most probably divided. About 9 A.m. the chief came down, assuming a very
determined air, with his musket shing across his shoulders fo offer his assistance,
and go with us for the recovery of our sails; but as he proposed leading us_to
Cape Smyth, where he said they had been taken, and stoutly denied their being
at Point Batrow, his services were declined. Co

I must mention here that this was the common excuse with them, when any-
thing was stolen, they invariably pointed to Cape Smyth, and said the things had
been taken there. It became so well understood at last that no notice was taken
of it, particularly in the present instance. y e e

The chicf, after some hesitation, came on board, when it was explained to him
that we were quite aware where the sails were, and if they were not restored, I
should take the gun (which I showed him mounted) to their settlement to look
for them; at the same time I thought the opportunity of having his musket in
my power too good a one to be lost, and took possession of it, telling him that
when he had brought back everything that had been stolen from us, it would be
returned quite safe. ) ) ‘ ] '

This appeared to place him in a serious difficulty, and after repeating the Cape
Smyth story a good many times, he rcturned to the town, and we went on with
our work as usual, intending to wait the result of his interference. Inabout two
hours he came again with some cvasive story, that they were going to bring
the sails down — He remained outsich the ship evidently much -disturbed but
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not mistrustful ; there were also a few otliers, women ard children, and one
sledge.

e now observed with our glasses an unusual stir at the settlement. In the
first place, some women and children were seen moving across the bay to Cape
Smyth ; afterwards the men were seen advancing down towards the ship, in three
single files, armed with their bows and arrows and quivers. I fancied at this
time I saw spears also, but did not observe them afterwards. T‘he .leading men
were discharging their arrows ah_ead of. them as thex ad.w.mced, plckm.g them up
again as they reached them, which satisfied me their visit was not friendly, and
my mind was soon made up to kee t.hem in‘ check at the dlstz}nce of musl.(et
range, by firing over their heads, wishing above all things to avoid taking a life,
unless under some urgent necessity. Our small force, forty-one in all, was
placed under command of the officers appointed to guard the gangways, poop,
and forecastle ; and previous to their getting within range, a blank charge was
fired from our eighteen-pounder carronade, and the three-pound brass gun, which
had not the effect of dispersing them, as I expected, and when within musket-
range, we commenced firing over them from the forecastle. This had the effect
of dispersing them under shelter of the spit about fifty yards from the ship’s
bows. At this time oncof the chiefs, who had been on board frequently and
treated with every kindness, made a rush down ahead of the ship followed at
first by others ; but when he found the balls whistling over his head he dropped on
his face to avoid them, running a few paces closer to the ship, threw down his
bow and quiver containing seventeen arrows, four of them with barbed iron
heads. ‘This man had become very unpopular with the crew from some uncivil
acts of his, and I have been able to understand since, that although the order to
fire over his head was carricd out, this direction was very much infringed upon.
A few now extended themselves under cover of the house, but as a constant fire
was kept up in that direction, not many attempted to reach it, and a round shot
being fired so as to graze it, had the effect of dislodging them. At this time a
false alarm was given, that they were breaking down the house and carrying
things away. I was on the forecastle, and on hearing the report, ordered the
man next me, a marine, to firc at a man then escaping from under cover of it,
and from the sudden way he scemed to fall and kick out his legs, I thought he
was killed. Immediately afterwards the report was found to be incorrect, and
no more shots were fired at thems and I had the satisfaction to find out that
the man fired at (the only instance) was not killed.

As the chief, who had been lying concealed under an ice hummock not far
from the ship, and who I suppose now saw no chance of gaining an advantage
over us with his numbers, showed himself and beckoned them back in a most
energetic manner, causing a general retreat, and as our masthead afforded a
commanding view, I was glad to find that they were all able to use their legs
quite as well going home as they did coming out.

Although this affair would give them a poor idea of us as marksmen, not
eppreciating our motives, I considered that some of them heard the ball suffi-
ciently close to their ears not to wish for a repetition. Mr. Simpson, the surgeon,
counted seventy-one, and allows himself to have overlooked ten ; he computes
the number at eighty, besides several stragglers, a computation I consider as
near as could be obtained.

The chief, with another man, stayed about the ship for some time ; but as no
compromise short of the immediate return of our stores was contemplated, he was
not allowed to remain long. My having his gun was an advantage 1 could
hardly have expected, and asits value to him was far greater than anything they
had stolen from us, I was content to wait the result of his interference, in the
meantime not allowing any of them within gunshot until everything was returned.

On the following day we had a pacific message, to the effect that they were
all asleep that day, but on the next all our things would be brought down.
They had not left the spot they had advanced to, when I took a party away
from the ship to try the range of' the gun in a sledge, and to find how it would
answer. [ was glad'y they saw us manacuvring it, and as they still remained after
motioning them to go away, a musket was fired wide of them as a hint to be
off and report. what they had seen, which T hoped would have the effect of quick-
ening their movements, in returning our sails, At 7 a.m. on the following day,
the chief, with seven natives and a sledge, brought down the sails,—a maintop-
mast staysail, and mizen trysail, and a boat’s cover, all much worn and of no
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importance to us ; but the act was the same and required checking, lest other
things we might feel the loss of should be stolen also. I was told the party
seemed in evident trepidation. The sails had been cut into several pieces, adapted
in size for their u-mi-aks’ sails, and had been served out amongst the party.
This would account for the difficulty the chief had in getting them returned,
without having a slight brush for them previously. ~All the pieces were most
ingeniously drawn together by the women, who had been employed the previous
day and night about them, which occasioned the day's delay in their being
returned. As it was necessary, while we were settling matters, to have a full resti-
tution of everything stolen from the ship and boats since our arrival, a careful
inquiry was made to find out every missing article; and as these included almost
all the ironwork of the launch, which had been cut almost to pieces in the most
vexatious way while turned bottom up on the adjacent island, I was the more
disposed to push this point. When the full extent was known, the chief
was acquainted that everything must be returned previous to his getting his gun,
or the natives allowed to come near the ship. e then left and returned next
morning with every missing article, when. his gun was restored to him, and the
natives came about us as usual. I had the curiosity to examine the charge of
his gun whilst it was in our hands, and found it as well loaded with ball as we
could have done it ourselves, although he had previously told us he had no
ammunition.

I made him a small present of tobacco for his trouble, as I believe he was not
a partaker in the robbery, and I gave one of his wives a knife, as she had been
very industrious in puttmg the sails together. He made us understand that he
had been obliged to use his knife, as well as his authority, to compel some of the
thieves to give up their share of the booty. I was glad to have got the upper
hand of them without any further trouble on our part, as, independent of the
more important motives before mentioned, our own travelling parties might be
seriously inconvenienced from being at variance with them. '

Notwithstanding thesc considerations it is most necessary tor our preservation
with such a people to establish respeet from them by a moderate resistance upon
any undue encroachment on their part. ,

Had we not been employed on a service essentially of peace, I should have
taken a party up to their settlement in the way of retaliation, on finding they
had broken into our store. [ am not certain that it would not have been the
better plan in the present case, as kindness and forbearance are not understood
by them, particularly after being fired upon once or twice without recciving any
injury, they are likely to form an erroncous opinion as to the power of fire-arms,
many of the present party, including the chicf, being the same who followed
Commander Pullen so pertinaciously along the Return Reef of' Sir John Franklin,
when the system of avoiding firing at them was adopted until the last extremity,
and with the same good fortune in not sacriticing any lives. As an instance of
their ingratitude, I found many who were engaged in the robbery of the house
were of those who had been allowed on board every day, and had received con-
‘siderable presents with the view of making friends of them in the event of our
requiring a kindness in return.  Whilst our misunderstanding was unscttled a
further enclosure was marked out to include the ship, house, and observatory.
Round this a stout hawser was supported on small triangles, and in no instance
during the remainder of our stay was this boundary, which necessity had given
us good cxcuse for establishing, allowed to be infringed upon. A few trouble-
some chavacters, such as will be found in all large communitics, gave annoyance
occasionally for 2 month or two by shoving cach other purposely inside the
boundary.” When finding their tricks provoked hard blows, little more trouble
was given in this way. ‘

Out intercourse from this time went on smoother, and the Esquimaux, feeling
themselves in error, scemed to make many friendly overtures to regain our
csteem.  Some of these consisted in bringing down their tambourines aTongside,
and dancing and singing in large numbers. In this they had, in some degree,
anticipated my intentions, as the officers were at the same time engaged in printing
a notice for the lower deck of a © Native Dance,” intended to be given i three
days’ time, with the view of showing them we bore no ill-will, and wished for a
fricndly intercourse ; and as it was to be the commencement of our winter
festivitics, and headed ¢ Great Novelty,” it had the desired effect of producing
amusement amongst the crew. v 3
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At 4:p.am Octobet the 28th; our visitors”were adinitted-to the number of
seventy:! After they were'made to seatthemselves round the ‘deck, the entés-
taifiment commenced: ‘by-serving ‘each with -4 little tobace; then our musicil
instruments (4 violin, cornopeian, drum, and triaugle) played a lively air, which
caused 'a general ‘exclamation of wonder and pleasure, most of the pariy now
hearing them for the ﬁrst' time; This was followed by a request for them to
dance, and ‘being supplied with & drum they williigly complied. ' Our seamen
danced in their turn, and in a little time the natives entered fully into the spirit
of the amusement, stripping off their skin coats and dancing naked to the waist
with the temperature at +6°, showing the state of excitement they work thems
selves into, as the male performers shout in a wild triumphant manner, and all
the lookers-on join in a chorus and become as much excited as the performers :
their appearance makes 4 scene as savage as can be well imagined. By 10 ».m.
the party broke up, all appeiring to have had dancing enough; the whole coms
pany seemingly pleased ‘with their evening’s amusement. When we came to
take down a few flags that were hung under the housing for ornament, it was
vexing to find several large pieces cut out of them as if in handfuls. * The
chief and some others remaining appeared sorry, and promised the pieces should
be returned, which was faithfully done the next morning.

On the following dey I paid a visit to the village, accompanied by Mr.
Simpson, the surgcon. We were followed by several idlers from about the
ship, who, as we neared 'the huts, spread the report of our arrival, which soon
caused a great crowd to gather round us following to the chief’s hut, where we
found him or his housetop ready to receive us. The winter huts were now
covered with "snow ; the chief’s stood about five feet above the greund, with o
squarc opening at one end, into which we followed throngh a low dark passage
sloping downwards for five or six yards, when we stood beneath the open-
ing in the floor of the inhabited part of the hut. It is circular in form,
just large enough to admit one person at o time. Passing through it we stood
upon a smooth boarded floor, about '16ft. by 10ft. ; the roof was seven feet
high, and in the centre was a small square skylight, covered with transparent
whale membrane. ‘ '

The transition from the daylight and glare to the dark passage was sudden,
and in some degree prepared our eyes for taking in at the first glance the ap-
pearance within. e were placed in the centie of the hut; the chief, with a
wife on cich side of him, sat opposite to us. There were four or five young
men, and two women with children, lying about the floor, all uaked to the waist,
the childrep perfectly so. The first breath of the interior was rather offensive,
but ‘e soon got accustomed to'it, and as the température was alrcady high,
being followed by a number of men whom it seemed impossible to accomifiodate
in so small & space, it soon became insufferably hot, when' the temperature was
easily reduced by cutting a hole through the skylight, which made a very
agreeable and necessary change in the air we were breathing.

Our visit scemed to give great satisfaction, and was commenced with a smoke,
according to their method of doing evetything. Tor the remainder of the time,
gbout an hour, I endeavoured to find out from them how far the nearest winter
settlement of natives was cast of this place, with the view of communicating
with them before the severity of the winter set in; but I could not make out
auything very clear from them. We have o great difficulty in making them
understand that our business is not bartering, as their ideas do not cxtend
beyond that, although from our constant repetition they appear to be aware
that we arc waiting for two ships that have gone far away into the ice.  The
chicf’s was the only house we visited, and returning across the hay to the
ship we were accompanied by a y oung man and a boy, who talked a great deal
more than we could understand; but the former, in explaining to us the
sort of tobacco that had been given him on hoard a ship, twisting his fingers
together to describe American twist, or negrohead, led us in his deseription
-of the vesscl to believe it might have been the “Investigator” or “Enterprize”
leaving the ice this last season, but we were afraid of giving way to our
credulity in supposing it to be either of them., As they willingly nccompanicd
us on board I was glad to avail myself of Lieutcnant Vernon's knowledge of
the language to sift their story more thoroughly. He allowed them most
-paticntly to describe all they had seen in their own way, and eventually ascer-
tuined that the ship they were on board of had diagonal decks, and an ice-
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chock larger than the < Plover’s The illuminators in the deck they remarked
Were square these:are-the points that seemto have caught: their attention, and
were sufficient to show that they had been. on board one or-other of -the ships,
but when the captain was described -as wearing spectacles Captain Collinson
was identified. - The remaining point of importance was, that -she was gone to
the eastward-the summer before last (1851), agreeing: with the time the
“ Lnterprize” possed. In the spiing of this year I stood on the point from
which she had been boarded, with the native who gave this information. It is
Cape Governor Simpson, and forms the western point of Smyth’s Bay, distant
about forty-five miles to the eastward of Point Barrow. The ¢ Enterprize”
secns to have been delayed off it with. light winds, but on a breeze
springing up she :was lost sight of to the eastward. Two umiaks got alongside
of ler, and the people speak with pleasure of the presents they received, and it
is worthy of notice that a particular kind of tobacco with which we know the
“ Bnterprize” to have been provided, led to a voluntary description.of their
having boarded a ship, affording ‘more information in a few minutes than all our
inquiries of the chiefs and others in several months had done.

After some expericnce with them we found more information was obtained
by casual observations of their own brought about by something they might
happen to sec or have shown them, than by asking direct questions, as it seems
difficult to lead their thoughts from the passing events around them.

On the evening of the 5th November the crew had a little recreation with the
immolation of Guy Fawkes, and the natives, being told that he was a “big |
thicf,” wereat great pains to get an opportunity of expressing individually that
they were not thieves, which was very smusing, and seemed as if they expected
to be treated similarly, The ceremony concluded with a rocket, on which
they retired to a distance in dismay, and were evidently much impressed with
the whole proceeding. They were afterwards gratified with a dance on board,
vi'hicdh scemed to restore their confidénce, and closed the amusements for
the day.

As some of the crew had expressed a wish to sce the Esquimaux village, and
understanding there had been an invitation from one of the chiefs to witness
a dance, I gave eight men leave on the. afternoon of the 21st of November.
All went well with them until one of-our party, a querter-master who had been
obliged to handle one of the natives rather roughly on his attempting to force
his way into the observatory, was recognised by his old antagonist, who
became furious with passion and immediately attacked him, but was prevented
by others from using his knife. He then endeavoured to get some of our
people to his-hut, who seeing he had some weapon concealed in his sleeve
declined, when several of the Esquimaux hustled and tripped up our men, who
still had protectors sufficient amongst the crowd to bring them away in safety.
One mun, the car{)enter’s mate, who by somec means got left by his companions,
was ‘seized round the arms by two men, whilst the man who attacked the
quarter-master picked his pockets of some tobacco and beads he had taken with
him for the kind purpose of distributing amongst them. The chief was very
much put out by the affair, and tried to get some of our people to his hut; his
gre .t aim being to get gunpowder, I suppose he tancied this. display of feeling
would not be favourable to his wishes.

After this attempt at a friendly intercourse, we all ccased going to the village
for upwards of two months; when sceing no inclination on the part of the men
to renew their visit, I found if we pursued the system of holding back, a valuable
opportunity would be lost of acquiring a knowledge ol their habits which it
would be interesting to become acquainted with, and for this purposc the officers
‘sgain went occasionally to the scttlement, taking care to go with some influential
man who kept away those inclined to be troublesome.

"This was again very soon put a stép to, by our not allowing the man to come
‘to the ship who had behaved so badly when our men werc at the huts, and in
enforcing this mensure we went'near to having another affray with them, He
had been to the ship several times since the occurrence took place, and on being
told, always went away. On the-occasion in question, he cvidently intended
to remain and to get u&) o disturbance if possible.  The chief, who was on board,
seeing this, went outside and tried to get him away, to no avail, and anothir chief
tried also, The title of ¢ chief” given hereis merely nominal, as in 2 commu-
nity where every man has to provice fgr his own ‘wants, the most industrious,

4
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bold, and successful hunter becomes, from the property he possesses, of more
consideration than those not possessing those qualities, but this does not extend
beyond his own boat's crew or hunting party for the time being, Seeing this
man was resolved to remain whether we pleased or not, I thought it necessary
to have our own way as to who should visit the shlgs or who not, and as s
conduct was well known to his countrymen, and condemned by many of them,
his case was a good one to enforce. ‘T'he great objection to any sexi of disturh-
ance, was the difficulty of making the well disposed understand our motives, or
the separation of one from the rest as bad, and these cuses rarely occurred,
except when they were collected in large numbers, which made them imagine
they could do as they pleased. While the altercation was going on ontside, the
natives on board, of wﬁom there were several, began to leave the ship, although
most of them had been visitors and declared friends, without, as it appeared,
possessing any confidence in us, I then directed Lieutenant Vernon to go out,
and once more tell him to go away. The natives thinking he was the leader of an
attacking party—two-thirds of the men, and all the women and children walked
straight away for the village, leaving the bad character in the minority, which
he had sufficient tact to discover, and followed the others, when quictness was
again restored—and those who had made such a hasty retreat out of the ship
were now anxious to return again, but others were chosen in preference from
those who had remained ay spectators, and werc apparently indifferent. The crew
were at dinner at the time and they were not disturbed, as our state, with regard
to arms, is one of constant readiness. The chief afterwards told me very
impressively not to go to the village, a privation very little felt personally, but
showing the absence of control on the part of the chiefs when our being at
variance with one individual of bad character put an end to a friendly commuy-
nication between us and a whole tribe.

He continued to make us visits at intervals, of two or three days, when to put
o stop to them, on onc occasion, when Lientenant Vernon had with great good
naturc and patience walked with him a considerable distance from the ship and
left him to return, he followed him back leisurely ; when I suw there was no
means of dealing with him by kindness, and ordered two marines with muskets
outside, on the jce, to prevent his further advance to the ship. On seeing them
he seemed to fly into a great state of excitement, and presented his breast to be
fired at, when one or two well-disposed individuals took him away, and he did
not repeat his visits again for some time; when being told by the chiefs that he
was now good, I was glad of an opportunity to come to terms with him, secing
that disputes would do us no good, however much we had right on our sidle—and
as I thought we had established our point of keeping him away, to as great an
extent as could be expected with a savage, it was explained to him by one of
the chiefs that he was to go away, and when we intended that he should remain,
a_message would be sent to him. Understanding this he went away much
pleased, and on being sent to in a few duys, he came down in his best clothes
end behaviour and was allowed to remain, which put an end to all disputes
between us,

During this day, which was fine and clear, with a temperature at 23°, we Lad
eighteen natives inboard, and seventy-two were counted outside, or in sight of
the ship, making ni nety in all, men, women and children, a number not
unfrequent in the depth of winter when they were not engaged hunting. No
temperature wus too severe to keep them away, with the thermometer ot 30°
aund 40° below zero 5 they commenced arriving alongside as early as6 a.M., three
and fowr hours before daylight, and those not admitted on board, sat on the
snow laughing and playing about as cheertully as we should have done in sun-
shine. A party of six at this time had « narrow cscape from Leing starved on
the ice on which they were adrift for six days. They went out to hunt the
white bear, when the floe became detached and drifted into the open water.
They were saved from  this perilous situation by the chance of its being again
brought in contact with the land floe. Although the weather was very
severe, so perfect is their clothing, that the only injury they received was some
frost-bites about the face: as they were without food, a description of their
sufferings would be one of thrilling interest, it we could understand their
language sufficiently to appreciate it.

short time afterwards, on & general break up of the ice, one man was carried
away and lost. Finding he Jind left a wife and two children, I sent s message
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to her to come to the ship, and on making her.some useful presents, I endeavoured
to have explained to s party assembled that our business here was looking after
people who were also in the ice, hoping it would have a tendency to gain their
gssistance and filendship in favour of any of our parties travelling along the
coasts they frequent, v

Several stratagems were tried to find out if we were on the look-out at night ;
small parties, generally two or three women, came alongside, and on being sent
away, would make some excuse of going out sealing, or some such pretence, to
keep in our neighbourhood, but our watch was always too vigilant for them.
One man was caughtin the middle watch, coming out of a tent erected over a theo-
dolite on the ice close to the ship, and was brought on board a prisoner. As he had
not been able to steal anything the case was not strong enough to inflict any
punishment on him, and he was permitted to go away the following day at noon,
with the promise of a good thrashing if he was caught again. While he was on
board only four or five women, and the chief came near us. I was glad to see
the latter, as he witnessed our leniency on the occasion, but he seemed indifferent
as to whether we had punished him or not. This detection put & stop to their
nightly excursions and left us unmolested.

A few of them from the first showed disinterested partiality to us, which was
?preciated, and they were invited to slecp on hoard on a few rare occasions.

or some time they were nervous about it, but mustered courage enough after a
little time. My object in allowing them to do so was to give them confidence
and let them see some more of our habits, which I thought would raise us in
their estimation.

In the early part of February we were startled by a native report that a large
ship with o great many men was wintering to the sonthward at Point Hope.
party belonging to Cape Smyth had lately returned from Point Hope (a journey
frequently made by them in the winter), and had, it was said, been on board the
ship ; but knowing it to be an impossibility for a ship to winter there, not much
attention was paid to it, beyond thinking there generally exists some grounds for
such reports, and when well sifted they can sometimes be traced out. The
Y)resent report seemed to be a forerunner of a party of natives belonging to

oint Hope, who awived at Point Barrow about this time, and soon afterwards
visited the ship. The information received from them was of there being a large
ship somewhere to the south with very little men on board ; whether we mistook
their “ little” for few—or most likely it was one of many such storics these people
have amongst them from the habit of repeating them one to the other without
reference to the dite, as in this case, if the story mentioned was traced to its
source, it would most likely prove to be some whaler visited by them in the
sumimner.

This circumstance is mentioned to account for the way reports arc cairied
along a great extent of coast by natives meeting for a short time for the purpose
of barter, and at considerable distances from their respective settlements, when,
as may naturally be supposed, an interchange of news takes place, and thus
becomes extended onwards subject to such change of version as the repeating
tribes are likely to give it, making it necessary to consider their reports well
before taking much notice of them, unless accompanied by some token of their
authority. .

The chief of this party was a plensing, spirited man, about thirty-five years of
age, and was accompanied by his two wives, who were good-looking young
women. He had come on a bartering cxpedition to dispose of some copper
kettles, receiving glutton skins in exchange. He recognised Mr. Simpson, the
surgeon, as having seen him at Hotham’s Inlet, and he was also familiar with the
name of Captain Moore and some of the former officers of the ship. Ie
described his journey to us, of which I wae anxious to get the particulars. He
had slept fiftcen times, cight of them on the snow, but he showed no signs of
having suffered {from coid. He described the sea us being open all along the
coast to the southward, but he was not. familiar with ships, which I accounted
for by the lowness of the Jand abeut Point Hope deternng the whalers {rom
closing it, otherwise there are many in that latitude in the summer.  Heseemed
to be o poet, and favoured us with an extemporc song of some length,
which included the neme of the ship and some of our own. He afterwards
passed his hand down his stomach several times, cxpressive of great friendship,
and then fixed his forehead against mine, and used it as a fulerum to rub noscs
several times, a ceremony not very agreeable in his heated state from singing

-
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A chief of this place was of the party, which made him feel quite. at his ease,
otherwise they are mistrustful on the first visit. He described his people’s
barter with the Asiatics of the opposite coast (the Tchuk-chi, or as’they call
it, T'sau-chu) to consis¢ of the martin (sable), fox, wolverine, wolf, and bear-
skins, and sometimes whale oil and fish; for which they get in exchange kettles,
tobacco, beads, knives (Russian), and walrus teeth. While he remained he was
a welcome and constant visitor. The southern natives are far more agrecahle
than those to the northward, who have been rarcly visited 5 the officers speak of
the former as more grateful and modest, particularly the females, while the
latter are thought impudent and ungrateful. On lesving, he sung of the good
name he should give the ship on his way down the coast, which will be of benefit
to our boats on their expedition to Cape Lisburne.

About the middle of February a great many of the natives removed into the
interior to hunt the reindeer, found very nuwmecrous on thesc vast plains, which
form the north-western termination of America. As I was curious to see some-
thing of the country and their mode of living at this inclement season, I thought
my making an excursion to their hunting grounds would show we placed every
confidence in them. I accordingly left the ship on the 1st March, accompanied
by Mr. Gordon, mate, two seamen, with a native guide, and sledge drawn by
six dogs, carrying tents, guns, and provisions. Our route into the interior was
S.8.W. (true) across snowy plams, differing little in appearance from the bay
ice, except on the approach to a lake, when the rise became more sudden, and
being exposed to the sweeping winds, grass was occasionally seen in spots
through the snow, offering, with deer of which we sawa great many, the only thing
worthy of notice. Three days and a half heavy travelling brought us to an
encampment on the bank of a river, They had a hole through the ice, which
we found to be seven feet thick, and reaching within one of the bottom. Their
houses differed from those described by Captain Parry, in being excavated in
the snow lodged on the river, the ice of which formed a perfectly even floor.
T'heir position from outside was only observable by secing the implements of
chase belonging to the owners in a group over the top. We found them in no
instance wanting in kindness, but their character for begging had not fallen off,
since leaving Point Barrow. 'Their mede of killing the reindeer is novel, and
such as nature has pointed out. The country is so open that they have no
have no means of approaching the animals under any cover ; they therefore dig
deep pits in the snowy ravines, sclecting places whbere the surface is cven, to
cover them lightly over with slabs of snow. The moment the animal puts his
feet upon them he is precipitated into the pit, the depth of which is too great
for him to leap from.

Having effected my purpose of visiting and going amongst them, I returned
to the ship after an absence of seven days. "T'he position ot the place by astro-
nomical observations was 5. 40, W, 38 miles trom the ship.

Nothing further worthy of remark occurred in our intercourse, unti I was
setting out on a journcy along the coast to the eastward, when some of the
worst disposed tried to deter a young man from accompanying me as guide by
threatening to follow and murder us when we slept, the guide amongst the number,
ugon whom it appeared to have no ecffect, beyond his repeating the story and
advising that the men should not be allowed into the ship during my absence.
"This report made it evident that the fact of our force being divided had been
talked of, and I felt sorry our residence amongst them for so long had produced
no better feeling, but I considered it nccessary to show we were capable of
defending ourselves, and travelling when were found it necessary. If this was
not established, our position, confined to the ship by a tribe of unarmed savages,
would not be very flattering. With these feclings I sct out on my journey,
well satisfied with the resources of my party, and with the judgment and dis-
cretion of the officer (Lieutenant Vernon) in whose charge the ¢ Plover” was left.
On my return, after an absence of twenty-five days, I was glad to find every-
thing going on as favourably as possible. The natives were returning from the
interior in large numbers, and the day previous, 27th of April, as many as 40
sledges with 93 people crossed the buy to the village, from the hunting grounds.

From this time we procured an abundant supply of venison, the only instunce
during our stay of recciving any benefit from our proximity to them. It lasted
ncarly two months, and had the effect of restoring for a time the health of the
crew, previously much debilitated and exposed to scurvy.
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- ‘Ile-appearance .of this disease was attributable to the great inequiality in the
character of some of the provisions, in the older supplies of preserved.meats and
flour; and it became necessary to discontinue the use of beef altogether, and to
increase the issue of the last supply of preserved meats and preserved potatoes.

. 'The season for their whale fishing was now approaching, and commenced on
the 7th of May; the distance to the open water was about four miles W,
(true) of Point Barrow. On the 11th, hearing they had caught a whale, I made
an excursion to the scene, with the hope of being in time to see its distribution,
but on arriving, the only remains we could discover was about half a pound of
blubber, to so good an account do they seem to turn every part of the animal.
We found the open water extending E.N.E. and W.S.W. (true}, and no bottom
with ten fathoms. The ice to the southward seemed open, and I supposed the
water was free in thal direction to Behring Straits. It would be interesting to
be able to conjecture its north-eastward extent, the wind blowing, it may be
said, constantly from that quarter; if the ice should happen to be broken, it
must clear a large space of water.

- This pursuit occupied them until the J1st of June, when most of their
“ oomiaks” were brought to the land to be prepared for their summer journey to
the eastward, previous to which they seem to allow themselves ten days’ enjoy-
ment, which is passed in eating, smoking, and dancing; they then commence
the work of preparation.

Whilst treating on this subject, it is worthy of being mentioned that the
natives statc that the whales make their appearance off Point Hope in April and
May, when the icc there breaks up into fields, and that most of them have dis-
appesred by the time the ships arrive. About the samc time these animals also
appesr af this place, and are pursued by the natives in their tomiaks, as men-
tioned before, until June, when few are seen, and in July none in this neighbour-
hood, and the people believe they retire northward, to return this way in August
and September. The masters of whaling vessels have informed me that whales
are less abundant in the open water in July and August than in September.

A month previous to this time we cceived, quite by accident, some very useful
information. Two of the officers, Lieut. Vernon and Mr. Simpson (surgeon)
conversing with one of the chiefs more intelligent and communicative than the
rest, asked him if he had ever scen any boats like ours along the coast, when he
said he had, near the Colville river.  Finding that Mr. Simpson, by turning over
the leaves of Commander Pullen’s journal, was able to describe the occurrence
that took place, the man unwittingly gave a detail of the whole affair, which
corresponded with the written accounts, cven to the wind; by which it appears
the chief of this place, with his Hudson’s Bay gun,—Barnett, 1843 (vide
evidence taken before the Arctic Committee, questions 1384-5-6) is the indi-
vidual described by Commander Pullen, and he appears to have taken a large
number of men with him to follow the boats. The man afterwards seemed very
uneasy, and was perhaps thrown off' his guard when he told so much, but the
officers supposed that he thought if the book told so much, they must also be
acquainted with every circumstance by the same means, and that he was doin
no harm in acknowledging the fucts. He was very anxious from the first to
learn the names of Commander Pullen and his companion Lieutenant Hooper
(a prevalent habit with them), but he was not told until he had identified them
in the most minute way. In further conversations connected with the foregoing
circumstance, we were cnabled to identify this people as the Western
Esquimaux, and the same man traced out for us the different stages of the
journey. This point had been of doubt with us, supposing the distance from
Point Barrow to Barter I[sland 240 miles of an exposed coast, it could not be
accomplished by them in the short season of open water, as their skin boats,
when ‘deeply laden, arc not adapted for a seaway. These difficulties were
explained by saying they took the boats away on sledges, a month before the
ice breaks up, and the exposed parts of the coast and large bays areavoided by
an inland navigation through rivers and lakes of which we were ignorant.

The first stage of the journcy is the Colville, and occupies ten days, where
they meet a friendly tribe of Esquimaux, called Nuna-tag-miutes (supposed by
Messrs. Dease and Simpson to be a name for the Russians), but there is no
doubt of their being Esquimaux and wearing the lip ornaments peculiar to
them. They confinc themselves to the rivers and land from which their name
is derived, ““ Nuna” (land), and have 2 communication through the rivers of the
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interior to the coast, about Hotham’s Inlet, as our informant told us he had met
a woman two successive seasons at the Colville, who had been frequently aboard
this ship in Kotzebue Sound in the winter of 1849, and had travelled from there
through the interior without having touched upon the intermediate coast.

The journey to the Colville is anticipated by them with much pleasure,
particularly this year, as they frequently spoke of telling of the wonders seen
on board this ship, in addition to the pleasing thoughts of' feasting and dancin
they were to enjoy with their friends. From thence a select party exten
themsclves to Barter Island, the women accompanying them to within a day’s
journey of mecting the eastern people, when the men advance and conclude
their business as expeditiously as possible, They give an amusing account of
the mutual distrust that cxists between the two parties. The western people
never sleep while they are in sight of the castern, and all bargains seem to be
made knifc in hand. The articles and system of bartering appear to be as
described by Siv John Franklin, but I think later writers on the subject have
supposed that Russian goods find their way to the north coast from posts on the
Colville, which we have not been able to verify. This tribe receives Russian
(Siberian) articles from the Point Hope pcople, previously alluded to, which
they convey to the castward and exchange for English knives procured from the
Hudson’s Bay posts, but there is no intermediate sup{)ly from the Russians that
we could hear of.  The journey cast from the Colville takes them ten days,
which they describe as being made always against the wind ; and the return to
Point Barrow to Point Berens occupies little more than two, which they speak
of slecping in the boats and allowing them to drift before the wind; this would
make 1t appear that easterly winds must be very prevalent in the carly part of
August.  Mr. Simpsou, who has taken much pains to inform hiwsclf on the
subject, considers the 25th of July the time of their departure from the Colville ;
this has been further established by the fact of the party who attacked
Commander Pullen on the 9th of August at Return Reef, being then on their
return trom Barter Island. The time of their annual visit never differing
probably three days, as we have found them generally as accurate in that way
as it they were acquainted with dates. From this information it may be
concluded that the Lsquimaux make one third of their summer journies, by
carrying their boats over the ice,~before a ship or her boats become available,
which gives them a season so much longer, at a time when the weather is very
favourable,—this will have been pointed out to them by necessity, from the
shortness of the season of open water, which if they confined themselves to, it
would limit their excursions to a very short range. Their return for the
winter takes place, as we have seen, about the 10th September, and seems to
end their labours for the year.

Two days after receiving the above information, May 20th, a native man was
observed outside the ship wearing a sinall canvass bag with an address written
on it,-—¢"'o the Chief Trader of the Russian settlement, N. America,”—which
caused considerable curiosity on our parts, und on making further enquiries he
told us he had the paper in his hut that was originally in it, on which he was
despatched with the promise of a large reward of tobacco if he brought it to the
ship. Some hours afterwards he returned with two torn picces of paper, com-

laming that his little girl had destroyed the rest; fortunately, the most
important part was preserved, which has been enclosed.  This information is so
far satisfactory, as it shows Commander M‘Clure to have been making his
passage along shore, which has heen further confirmed by natives here, who
were on board her at Point Berens or Return Reef, where they describe her to
have had an casterly wind with noice in sight. The “ Enterprize,” it has been
mentioned, was visited the year following not so far to the enstward by eighty
miles. From these positions it is reasonable to infer, they had not again
communicated with the shore to the westward ot the Mackenzie, as the natives
of this place who are in yearly communication with the Esyuimaux who frequent
the mouth of that river, haye—to our repeated enquiries as to whether they had
heard if the ships had been seen by the other people,—answered they have not,
or they would have heard of it.” It will give some idea of the difficulty of
making the Esquimaux comprehend the meaning of our notions, when it is
considered the “ Investigator” hud an interpreter on board, who will have
explained the object of the letter given by Commander M‘Clure, and we had
been eight months constantly making enqguiries for such things, and endeavouring
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to expliin our business here, without the individual charged with the paper
knowing what it was for ; and if the canvass bag had not been found useful, its
contents would never have been known.

In order to impress upon them the valuc of such things as papers and
messages, [ gave the man a considerable present of tobacco, very much to his’
sarprise and that of his companions, which had the effect of producing an old
American song book, the only article of paper remaining in their possession.

I have now to mention the occurrence of a native man being shot by accident,
which at the time caused us considerable trouble and uneasiness, but eventually
I have had rcason to believe it was viewed by most of the Esquimaux in its
true light.

On the morning in qucstion, June 8th, the quarter-master of the watch, David
Dunstall, came into my cabin, and informed me he had had a dreadful misfortune
—and, to my horror,—that he had shot a native alongside the ship, and on
hurrying outside I found the man was shot through the head, and must have
died instantaneously. ‘The man who had been the cause of the unlooked-for
event showed by his manner that it had been an accident, and upon making
some further inquiries, I found that several natives had arrived alongside the
ship previous to the time they were allowed, and although desired on that
account to go away several times, they could not be induced to do so, and the
quarter master of the watch took out.n fowling piece in his hand, in order to
frighten them, and when motioning with it for them to go away, it went off and
logged the contents of the barrel * . the back part of the poor man’s head. The
remainder of the party, five or six, ran away so speedily that there was no
means of overtaking them, and the body being left, it became necessary to con.
sider the best means of disposing of it. We soon afterwards removed it to such
a distance from the ship that the natives could advance to it without fear of us,
and the same time it gave no pretext for coming any nearer to the ship. When
this had been done, and a large quantity of tobacco left with the body as an
intimation of our friendship, all that we could do was to hope that some of our
friends amongst them would still have sufficient confidence to come down and
give us an opportunity of explaining this affair. In this expectation we were
not disappointed, as two of the chief men came to the ship at once, having,
before leaving the scttlement, exerted their influence to quiet the people in their
first outbreak. Onc of these men, who was remarkable for his intelligence, was
made to comprehend the possibility of such an accident ; and great pains were
taken to show him, that the charge was shot intended for birds, not men. When
this impression was established we requested them to go back and explain it to the
{)eople. By the time they had arrived at the place where the body had been
cft, a great many had collected, amongst them the wife and ifriends of the un.
fortunate deceased, but who I was glad to find had left no children. They sat
round, and appeared deeply engaged in conversation for about two hours,
listening, as we supposed, to the explanation ; then they secmed to examine the
body, and his own deer skins having been brought down, he was wrapped in
them and placed on a sledge, which was drawn by his wife leading and four men,
one following, across the bay to the cemetery, near Point Barrow. None of the
others accompanied the procession. A few of them came as usual alongside the
ship, but as they were for the most part of those known not to be friendly to us,
our people were kepi on board to avoid any treacherous retaliation. During the
day I was gratified to find the wives of the principal chicfs came on board, and
expressed their sorrow at the absence of their husbands, who were at the open
water looking after whale; but they had been sent for, and werc coming on
board as soon as they returned.  They told us also that all work was stopped
for five days, the women not being allowed to sew for that time, which scems to
be o general custom on the occasion of any deaths, and remarked that we ought
not to have any hammering on board for the same time ; and as I was anxious td
show every sympathy in our power, the caulkers at work outside were ordered to
cease work, and the ensign hoisted half-mast, the meaning of which was cxplained
and understood by them. In the evening one of the chiefs who had been first
down after the accident visited us with his wife, and brought the intelligence
that a diversion existed in the camp as to revenging themselves on us, but as the
chiefs were unwilling to favour it, it seemed probable nothing of the sort would
be attempted. However, proper precautions were taken to avoid any surprise,
particularrl)y as a thick fog at tYle time of sleep favoured such a design.

4 0
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- OQn-the following day the : four’chiefs, with their wives, came :on’ board; when, :
with 'the assistance of the officers, the whole affair was again explained,; which
they seemed to comprehend, and appeared to éntertain no fear of 'going below
as usual when asked. We were quite aware of their inability to control
individuals, but they have to a certain degree a good deal of: sway, and recom-
mended us to make presents to all the people who lived in the same house as the
deceased, and cautioned us not to stray away from the neighbourhood of the
ship, as the feeling of a great many of them was uncertain.” On their leaving
they were made presents, and desired to bring the house party to the ship at the
expiration of five days, the time they strictly confine themselves to the house,
and I believe are seldom intruded upon. They arrived at the ship in due time,
numbering as many as ten, accompanied by the chiefs. The widow was young,
and seemed in unaffected grief, which the large presents she received did not
dissipate ; but time and a continual course of kindness on our parts brought her
to forget her loss so far that she regretted to me, and 1 believe in sincerity, the
thoughts of the ship going away. Our intercourse from this time, as might be
expected, could not be conducted with the same satistaction it had previously
been, although no trouble or inconvenience was spared to do away with their
unfavourable impression. The views they entertained of the case very much
assisted a reconciliation, as they had no idea of any such thing as a general con-
trol existing amongst us; the act was set down as purely an individual one,
and the whole fault of it attributed to the man as an act'of his own, while they
seemed to consider the remainder not in any way concerned in it.

About fourteen days after the occurrence a large collection of people had
assembled at Point Barrow to witness some ‘dancing festival previous to setting
out to the eastward.

A party from Cape Smyth afterwards endcavoured to get up an united force to
attack the ship without being able to succeed. However, the chief and a good
many of the Point Barrow people wishing to make a merit for which to be
rewarded, of their not joining our enemies, 1 was obliged to tell them I should
be very sorry if the people came down with bows to the ship again, but if they
did, a good many would be killed. This appears to have put an end to it, as
we were next told of the departure of the hostile party, and were not troubled
with any more reports of that description.

We now watched with some anxiety the preparations for the departure of the
natives, as as the time was approaching for the de{)urture of our boats for Cape
Lisburne, and their transit over the ice could not be cffected without some risk
of interruption until their numbers became decreased, so that we were much

leased to see them in o state of forwardness. On July 4th they commenced
eaving, and continued to follow for three successive days. Iach party halted
to sleep near the ship to have an opportunity of begging from us till the last
moment, and as I had prepared some printed papers for them to distribute among
the eastern Esquimaunx at Barter Island, they were treated with every indulgence;
and those entrusted with the printed papers received a present of tobucco, some
buttons, prepared in England, bearing information concerning the Arctic search,
and some other small trifles to keep them reminded of their charge, which they
faithfully promised to pass on. [ redcemed a long-made promise to the chief,
giving him some gunpowder. I think it bad a good cffect, by showing we had
no fear of them; and I was fully aware he had a suflicient quantity for mischiev-
ous purposcs, as his gun, when in our possession, was found well loaded with
ball-cartridge.

I accompanied one party a short distance on their journey to see it T could
gain any uscful hints for our own boats. The *oo-mi-aks” were secured on
small sledges, and seemed to be easily drawn by three people. The principal
part of their barter, (whale-blubber and sesl-oil,) was carried on small truck-
sledges, drawn by the women and dogs, the men seeming to confine themselves
to the charge of the boats; but at lanes of water and different passes they mutu-
ally assist each other. The rate of travelling whilst moving was expeditious, but
they made frequent halts to smoke, and before I left them, although near their
place of encampment, they ate a hearty mesl. .

Between the 4th and 7th of July, as many as twenty-seven to thirty ¢ oo-mi-
aks,” accompanied by 150 people, pdssed to the eastward, much to our satisfac-
tion, as it left us with comparatively few to trouble us in our preparations for
sending away the boats. : : A
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On'the:7th'I made an excursion across the bay to observe the state of ithe
sea-ice, and walked two miles to the westward in-the offing without being able
to get a glimpse of open water;in any direction from the highest hummock.
This made me form the idea of taking the boats over the ice to the southward
until we fell in with jt. ' ' '

On the morning of the 9th I left the ship with the gig and whale-boat
intended for. Cape Lisburne. They were placed on two strong sledges drawn
by their own crews and officers, Licutenant Vernon' and Mr. Gordon (mate),
assisted by an auxiliary party of ten, including myself and the carpenter,
making up twenty in all.  Thirty-four days’ provisions for the boats’ crews,
clothing, ammunition, &c. was carried on two native sledges drawn by dogs,
g third conveying provisions for the auxiliary party. Parts of the transit over
the'ice was attended with difficulty, and the whole was very laborious, requiring
the utmost strength of all the parties, assisted at times by natives, and for two
days by a strong and favourable breeze, enabling us to make sail on the boats,
which lightened the labour very much.  Travelling to.the southward for three
days the open water appearcd within two miles of the beach at what seemed
a most eligible place for launching the boats. I walked, accompanied by
Lieutenant Vernon, to the open water, but the hummocks intervening seemed
to offer too great an obstacle to the transit; however on the following morning,
July 12th, as the weather was favourable I decided to attempt it, and suc-
ceeded in launching the boats safely at noon. They soon after shoved off with
a favourable breeze, which they held for eight hours only. ,

On the 15th, whilst calculating on the progress they might have made, 8
party of people were observed coming down ut 8 o’clock in the evening, tracking
an “oo-mi-ak,” and on making out some of our people amongst them our
astonishment was so great we could hardly believe onr cyes. I went without
logs of time to mect them, not in a very agreeable state of mind; but when I
counted the full number of the party I was comparatively easy. It appears
that on the night of the 13th, finding the ice closing on them they managed to
get the boats on to the floe, and fancied themselves safe although drifting to
the northward. The ice continued to press in towards the land, crushing the
floe and piling it up to nearly twenty feet in height, and at length the floe gave
way beneath them, and the gig was partly filled with pieces and could not be
withdrawn further towards the land. The whaler, a lighter boat, was also
stove, and as she could not be brought further the whole party were obliged to
make the best of their way to the shore before the ice should ease off, as it
seemed inclined to do, and leave them on detached pieces. Fortunately the
danger, so imminent, was of that slow but overwhclming nature that they had
time to provide themselves with three days’ preserved meats, and their arms and
ammunition, with which they werc enabled to reach the ship. I have forwarded
Lieutenant Vernon's journal, which will show their Lordships how that officer
and his companion, Mr. Gordon, acquitted themselves on the occasion; and I
have much satisfaction in mentioning the high terms in which he spoke of the
conduct of the crews, not & man of whom expressed his opinion until they had
decided on dcserting the boats, when from their manner he concludes they
thought it high time, and he further describes them as obedient, cool, and
intrepid from the commencement of the danger until their return on:board.
The loss of the ship’s boats was a heavy misfortune, but when it was considered
the whole party had found their way safely to the ship, we were too much
rejoiﬁed to give a look of regret after the boats, which could not have been
saved.

Two days after the vetwrn of the boat party I had serious thoughts of
despatching another in a native “ oo-mi-ak,”to keep our appointment at Cape
Lisburne ; but on weighing the matter maturely, I gave up the idea as by no
means in our power could it reach the rendezvous by the appointed time ; and
as the ship would be obliged to wait for the return of the party, the delay would
render it impossible to regain this place as a winter station, in the event of its
being so ordered.  With these considerations, and a present prospect of an early
release, I thought it better not to divide our small {orce at a time when the
services of every onc would be required to extricate the ship, and to take tie
enrliest opportunity of going to the south in order to recruit the health of the
ship’s company. _ . .

As eurly as July 25th we were enubl;d to swing the ship for local attraction,
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and the ice having cleared away for a considerable space in our neighbourhood,
we moved into the fairway to be ready for the first opening in the offing.

The natives brought us a report this morning that our deserted boats had been
seen drifted near the shore at the Sea Horse 1slands, and their contents made a
prize of by a small party, who succceded in bringing the gig to the land. On
our passage down, beating close along shore, some natives brought the shell of
the boat off, exchanging her readily for a native “ oo-mi-ak” we had provided our-
selves with in the mean time.

In watching the dissolution of the bay ice, we had flattered ourselves this
season was fourteen days betore the last, which it really was in the thinness of
the ice; but from the absence of strong winds it remained stationary, at a time
when the sca was open the preceding year. Every day, at this period (the end
of July) secemed to effect a marked change in the ice, and on the 30th a
perceptible motion to the northward was observed in some of the heavy
hummocks in the ofting, aud a lane of water sufficient for the ship was found
by Mr. Hull (second master) whom I sent to observe the state of the ice to
seaward.

In consequence of this report T sct out in a boat on the following day to trace
its extent, preparatory to moving the ship, and to sound along shore to find how
close we could approach in case of necessity. Every thing scemed favourable
to our purpose, and 1 fully expected to return in the evening and get under
weigh, but on approaching Cape Smyth I had the mortification to find the lane of
water terminate so close with the shore, that a native * oo-mi-ak ” could not have
passed. This was one of the disappointments of ice navigation which teaches
onc patience, and requires to be borne with, in addition to others we are liable
to, even under favourable circumstances.

From the 1st to the 6th of August an officer was sent cach day to Cape
Smyth to bring the earliest intelligence of any change in our favour, but each
day brought. the same unwelcome report, that the ice was still close with the
shore and no open water to be seen. It seems a strange complaint in these
Iatitudes, but the fineness of the present scason was the cause of our detention.
During the month of July the wind was registered onc day from five to six
in force; for four days four; and the remaining twenty-six barely averaged two,
proving the extreme of fine weather to be a greater obstacle in moving masses
of ice than the reverse state of it.

On the 7th, a fresh breeze from the castward gave me some hopes of a
change in our favour ; and on visiting Cape Smyth F observed & narrow lane of
water extending as far as the ¢ye could reach to the southward. On getting
on board at 8 r.x., we left our anchorage, where we had found shelter for eleven
months and four days, seven days later in the season than Captain Parry had
been enabled to leave Melville Island. We carried a favourable breeze for eight
hours, and had made considerable progress, when the wind shifted to 8.1, with
thick weather and heavy rain, which made it difficult to avoid coming in contact
with the ice from the narrowness of the channel we had to beat in. A continua-
tion of thick weather and light contrary winds on the following day prevented
our making any progress ; and in the afternoon, finding we were losing ground,
I made fast to u large floe-picce, when we found the drift to be one mile an hour,
cast, being very nearly in the opposite direction to our course. After a few
hours we were enabled to cast off, on a light wind springing up from the north-
ward, and run along shore to the 5.W. 5 but the ice had become gradually closer
during the few hours of westerly winds, and we had much difficulty in picking
onr way during the night as a thick fog prevailed.  On the following morning,
August 9th, the outer edge of the land floe in the depth of Peard Bay was found
to extend unbroken from the land to a distance of nine miles, and the ice outside
seemed too close to offer us a passage in the desived direction ; but as the wind
was fresh and favourable, the ship was forced into open water by 10 a.m., having
sustained some severe but unavoidable shocks in doing so. I was now anxious
to keep close in with the land, in order to stop any boats that might be making
their way to Point Barrow in consequence of our failing to reach Cape Lisburne;
and at 2 r.v,, in passing the Sea Horse Islands, we got into three fathoms in
endeavouring to closc the shore for the purpose of sending o hoat to put up
mark, which we were not able to accomplish, as the wind was found to blow
rather on shore, and was too strong to admit of the ship lying off and on with
safety. I accordingly bore up to run for Cape Lisburne, and on the following
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day, August 10th, at 11 o.M, communicated with Her Majesty’s Ship “ Amphi-
trite,” Captain Frederick, from whom I received their Lordships’ orders directing
me to remain at Point Barrow, but the health of the crew would have prevented
my doing so had I received the order previous to leaving ; and as there seemed
no difficulty in returning during the present season, I repaired in company with
the * Amphitrite” to Port Clarence, to await the arrival of the “ Rattle.:ake,”
and to obtain the changes found necessary in the crew, with an increased supply
of provisions and fuel for another year,
ur return seemed the more necessary as their Lordships® instructions direct
provisions tobe left in the neighbourhood of Point Barrow, which I had not done,
considering at the time I left it was probable I should return. A reference to
Sir E. Belcher’s instructions relative to the north coast seemed also to make it
desirable that the “ Plover” should return to the station she was known to
occupy by that officer in the event of any of his parties advancing with the
certain hope of succour at Point Barrow.
Rocurort Maguire, Commander,
Her Majesty’s Ship “ Plover.”
Port Clarence, 21st August 1853.

No. 2.

Gig.
Lieutenant C. E. H, Vernon, George Stocker coxswain, Edward Sutton, John
Bright, John Magra.
Whaler.

Mr. G. T. Gordon acting mate, Alexander Kerr coxswain, Robert M‘Farlane,
Walter Daw, Edward Clarke.

Ar noon, after returning three hearty cheers given by Captain Maguire and
party, we started from the edge of the ice with every prospect of a successful
cruise to the southwards, there being no ice to seaward, with the exception of
a few small pieces, we followed along the edge of the land-floe under oars and sail,
with a light breeze from E.S.E. making 2 8.W. course for about 30 miles, In
the evening the wind fell light and variable, then veered to S.W. with showers
of rain. By 10 r.m. we had apparently reached the extreme of the open water,
where the main pack was close in with the land-floc; but we continued to pull,
taking every opportunity of getting the boats through any lanes that opened to
the southward and eastward. At midnight seeing no passage, and the men
being much futigued, stopped to give them some rest.

2.30 A.m. observed the ice in motion setting north, about two knots an hour,
took advantage of some lanes to the S.S.E. and made but little progress, having
to haul the boats up occasionally to avoid being nipped: continued till noon,
when the main pack setting in shore, broke up the land-floe into small pieces
which were whirling roung and packing up in all dircctions around the boats.
By using our utmost exertions, we succeeded in hauling the boatsup on a heavy
floe which was driving in; not, however, before the whaler had received consid-
erablc damage, (one plank being split fore and aft, and several bolts started,)
and the gig slightly so, (some bolts having started and several nails.) We now
thought ourselves sccure, and at 2 r.y. dined.  Fuel all expended, extremes of
land N.N.E. and S.E., nothing was to be scen now but closely packed ice; at
this time the weather was fine, but every appearance of a strong breeze from the
southward. The land-floe unable to resist the pressure gave way, the fragments
piling up to the height of fifteen feet, within a few yards of the boats; after
some time the floc on which we were cracked across in scveral places, at 9 r.m.
the picces separating, and drifting to the northward at the rate of two or three
knots an hour, left for us but one course to pursue, which was to abandon the
boats, and it was only to ensure the safety of the lives of the party under my
command that I could prevail on myself to take this step; each man taking his
arms, ammunition, and three days’ supply of biscuit, preserved meat, and spir-
its, prepared to leave. At 9.30 r. cleared and launched the whaler into a
small pool of water which had opencd: through this we forced our way to a small
detached ficld of ice; hauled her over that and crossed to the land-floe. We
walked towards the land in an E.SE. Xircction, uncertain whether the lines of
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hummoacks might conceal any channels which would cut off our retreat to the
shore; this, however, we found was not the cuse,—wind from the southward with
mist.

12.30 .M, arrived at the main land in Peard Bay, where the cliffs were high,
and a small creek running in to the southward of them. The distance of the
place where we had abandoned the boats could not have been less than six miles,
as we had walked very fast. Thanked God for a safe deliverance from the
dangers to which we had been exposed, and proceeded on our journey to the
ship, at 3 am. All feeling tired, lit a fire and lay down till 9, sleeping but
little ; then had breakfast and started ; passed two inlets, in-the first there was
a good deal of driftwood, bearing off point of land N.W. 9.30., arrived at a
river called by the natives * Shin rau,” where there were six native tents ; hired
a sledge and four dogs, and accompanied by two natives, we continued on our
road, passing several encampments. 11 p.m., passed the inlet where a post had
been erected by the “ Nancy Dawson” (Mr. Shedder); on it were the words
¢“ Nancy Dawson: 25 feet south.” There were several huts at this place, the native
name “ Iglu-lu-i”; they appeared to be well supplied with food, as we could see
fifteen seal laying on the beach, and a great number of skins stretched out to
dry. Walked on till 6 a.m., when we stopped at a native hut, and had a good
sleep till 10h. 30m., the occupants leaving to make room for us, and carning
tobacco by drying our mocassins, &c.; packed the sledge and proceeded,
taking something to eat before arriving at Cape Smyth, and at 1 r.m. passed the
village—natives very quiet. We overtook some ‘ Noowook ” natives, who
were living at ¢ Pergnack,” who offered to take us to the ship in a baidar. On
our arrival at that place at 4,30 r.m., some of the natives of Cape Smyth were
inclined to be troublesome and wished no assistance to be given us, besides I
heard them talking about knives ; on uncovering the sledge they saw our arms,

‘and became very civil, offering us another boat. Hired the boat belonging to our

Noowook friends, and tracked up to the ship, arriving at 8 p.m. ; all regretting the
loss of the boats so invaluable to us, at the same time delighted that no lives
had been lost. :

I feel bound to mention in terms of the highest praise, the assistance rendered
to me by Mr. Gordon, and of the good conduct and willingness displayed
throughout, by all the men.

C. E. H. Vennon, Licutenant
of H. M. 8. ¢ Plover.”

SecreTarY oF THE ADMIRALTY to Commander Rocurort MAGUIRE.

Sir, 16th January, 1854,

I uave received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
your letter of the 2lst August last, with the accompanying narrative of your
wintering at Point Barrow, and I am to acquaint you that my Lords consider
throughout your proceedings, and in your conduct towards the natives of that
coast, you have shown a decision and forbearance alike creditable to yourself
and the officers, secamen, and marines under your orders.

I am, &ec.
(Signed) W. A. B. Hamirron.
Commander Maguire,
H.M. Discovery Ship “ Plover,”
Point Barrow.
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Cape Spencer, bearing W.NW,#* distant Two Miles,

XI1V.

——
———

Dr. M¢Cormick’s Boat Expedition up the Wellington Channel, 1852,

Nanrative of a Boar and Stepce Exeeprrion up Wellington Channel and
round Baring Bay, in search of Sir John Franklin and the crews of the
discovery ships * Erebus ” and * Terror.”

On Thursday, 19th August 1852,at 11 A.m., I succeeded in embarking upon |
my long-sought and long-cherished enterprise, in a whale boat equipped for a
month, and manned by half a dozen volunteers from Her Majesty’s ship
“ North Star,” lying off Becchey Island.

Although, it could not be otherwise than a source of the deepest regret to
me, that the short season for boating operations in these regions was now fast.
drawing to a close, and with it the more sanguine hopes I had entertained of
accomplishing the cxtended exploration I had contemplated ere the long polar
night set in, yct, even in this, the cleventh hour, I was not without a hope of at
least sctting at rest one question relative to t}le search, viz., as to the existence of
any available communication between Baring Bay and Jones Sound, either by
means of an opening or narrow isthmus of land, in the direction of the position
laid down in the Admiralty chart, as the spot where a cairn, cooking place, and
footprints, arc said to have been visited by a whaler; and have been thought
by some, most decply interested in the fate of our lost countrymen, to have
been traces of their wanderings.

This object I fully determined to accomplish, if possible, either by sca or
land, even should the formation of “young ice” (so much to be apprehended
at this advanced period of the season,) form such an impediment as to leave
me no other alternative than to abandon my boat, and make my way back to
the ship by an overland journcy. .

At the very moment I was about taking my departure, a sail hove in sight,
coming round Cape Riley, which .provcd to be no less interesting an arrival
than Lady Franklin's own little brigantine, the ¢ Prince Albert,” on her return
from Batty Bay, in Prince Regent’s I.nlct, where she had wintered, without
finding any traces of the missing cxpedition. I met her commander, Kennedy,
and Monsicur Bellbt, on the floe as they landed, but so anxious was I to make
the most of every moment of the brief remnant of the scason still remaining,
that I had little time to inquirc what they had accomplished.

After despatching a few hastily written lines home by them, I struck across

# All the bearings are magnetic,
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the ice for the floe edge, where my boat was awaiting me; and hoisting the sail
with a strong breeze from the S.W., ran alongside of the ¢ Prince Albert,”
standing off and on between Cape Riley and Beechey Island. Hepburn, the
faithful follower and companion of the gallant Franklin in his ever-memorable
journey along the shores of the Polar Sea, was on board this little vessel. I
{md not seen him since our first meeting in Tasmania, on my armival there,—
in the very same ‘“Erebus” of which I am now in search,—whilst engaged in
the Antarctic Expedition, at the time Sir John Franklin was governor of the
colony, In passing so close I could not resist the impulse to jump on board,
and congratulate this spirited old vetcran with a hearty shake of the hand on
his safe return, thus far, from so arduous an undertaking in search of his old
commander.

A sudden change in the weather having taken place yesterday, accompanied
by a heavy fall of snow, covering all the hills with one uniform mantle of white,
too plainly heralding the setting in of winter, rendered my visit a very brief
one ; and shoving off again, we rounded Beechey Island in a snowstorm, and
were compelied to lower the sail and pull through some loose stream ice,
(coming out of the Wellington Channel,) to Cape Spencer, where we had our
dinner of cold bacon and biscuit, at 2 ».»m.

On doubling Innes Point, we fell in with a large quantity of drift ice, settin
with the strong current, which runs here from the N.W. rapidly down chaunc%
and apparently extending across to the opposite shore of Cornwallis Land, lcaving
a narrow passage of open water along the North Devon side, which I availed
myself of, pushing onwards between the icc and the land. The shingle beach,
between Innes and Lovell Points, is margined by a low glacial formation, giving
the latter point a white berg-like termination.

At 6 p.a. I landed to examine a remarkable conical heap of shingle, not
unlike a cairn, as it peered above the snow. It scemed to have been thrown up
at the outlet of a water-course to the sea, the bed of which was now dry; but
the cleft in the ridge of rocks through which it passed was roofed over with
ice and snow, forming a cavern beneath,

On cntering, a heautiful grotto disclosed itself, the floor glittering with
countless globular masses of frozen drops of water, and the roof with {)cndant
icicles clear as rock crystal. The interior of the cave, which extended to 2
greater distance than I had leisure to follow it up, was so encrusted over with
these aqueous stalactites and stalagmites, that the whole surface sparkled
through the faint gleam of light admitted, as brilliantly as if studded with
huge diamonds.

he weather suddenly cleared up fine, but the wind shifting round to N.N. W,
dead against us, hemmed us in between the ice and the land, within a bight,
leaving open water in mid-channel, from which we were cut off by a belt of
heavy floc-pieces, margined by much sludge, and about half a mile in breadth.
Our further progress being thus arrested, we landed at 7 r.v. to take our tea, in
the hope that by the time that we had finished this refreshing repast, a passage
might have opened out for us. At 8 p.y., however, the ice was jamming us into
the curve in the coast closer than ever. I therefore determined on making an
attempt to force the boat through it, by poling her along with the oars and
boarding pikes. In this way we succeeded in getting about half way through,
when the swell increased so much as we ncared the margin, and the heavy
pressure to which the boat was subjected between the larger floe-picces became
so great, that we had to haul her up on the ice, after taking cverything out of
her, to preserve her from being stove in.  We then endeavoured to drag her
over the larger pieces, with the intention of embarking the provisions and other
things, as soon as she was launched into the loose sludge outside.  Whilst thus
laboriously employed, the making of the flood tide augmented the swell and
commotion amongst the floe-pieces so much, pressing them together with such
violence, that one of the largest and thickest pieces on which we had deposited
our provisions, suddenly parted in the centre, threatening destruction to every-
thing upon it.

In this critical position I was reluctantly compelled to relinquish the attempt,
for the present, and after landing everything in safety by means of the sledge,
we dragged the boat over the floe-picces and landed her upon the beach. It was
midnight before we pitched the tent for the night on a ridge of shingle, after



Launching of the Boat over the Drift Ico from Lovell Point Encampment.

four hours of unceasing, most harassing, and dangerous work, which fairly put to
the test the copabilities of every one of my small party, and fully satisfied me that
I could not have selected a finer boat’s crew for a perilous service, had I had the
whole Arctic squadron to have picked them from. After supper, having set a
watch for the night as a precaution against a surprise from the bears, whose
tracks werc rather numerous upon the snow on the beach, the buffalo robes
were sprend, and all turned into their felt-bags to enjoy that sound and refresh-
ing slecp, which seldom fails to attend on the wearicd and toilworn, however
hard may be the couch or inclement the clime.

Friday 20th, the spot on which we encamped last night is a little to the north-
ward of Lovell Point, all around a snowy waste, save and except the narrow
shingle ridge on which the tent stood, and that was bare. The northern sky-
looked black and threatening, not that peculiar dark horizon indicating the
{)rescncc of open water, and hence technically called a water-sky, but the
urid appearance preceding bad weather; the thermometer during the day rose
no higher than 31° Fahrenheit. We saw four large flocks of geese all flying at
a considerable height in their usual angular-shaped phalanx, shaping their course
for the south, o sure sign of winter’s near approach. Saw also many dovckies
and kittiwakes, and two scals.

On emerging from our felt-bags this morning at six o’clock, in which, chry-
salis-like, we had been incased during the night, and quitting the confines
of the tent, we found that but little change had taken place in the scene around us:
both ice and weather bore much the same aspect.  On the outer edge of the ice
a heavy surf was still breaking, and large floe-picces had been stranded on the
beach by the heavy pressure in the night. The atmosphere looked gloomy,
over-cast, and threatening ; the thermometer had fallen below 29°, and youngice
formed to the thickness of an inch. After our breakfast of cold bacon and
biscuit with chocolate, I took a rough sketch of the encampment, and walked
for about a mile along the beach to the northward, in search of a more promising
part in the belt of ice for embarkation, but found none, even so practicable for
the purpose as the place of our encampment.

Bb2



Sketched by B, J'Cormick, R.N.

Capo Bowden, from the summit of Capo M‘Bain, W.N.W. (Magnetic.)

On my return, therefore, the boat was once more launched upon the floe-
pieces, which, from the wind drawing round more to the westward, had been
acked closer together in shore; and at 10 a.m., by dint of great exertion, we at
ast succeeded in gaining the outer margin; but it was noon before everything
was got into the boat, having to make three sledge-trips from the shore with
the provisions and other things. We now launched her into the sludgy surf,
where, from her being so deep in the water, although with only a month’s provi-
sions on board, and this she could barely stow, her situation was for a few minutes
a very critical one, from the risk of being swamped, till by a few lusty strokes of
the oars, we were swept fairly out of this vortex of sludge and water into the
open channel, and made sail with a fresh breeze for Cape Bowden, going at the
rate of about five knots an hour.

In doubling Cape Bowden, we had to make a considerable detour to avoid a
long stream of ice extending from it to the distance of scveral miles; and in
running through the heavy swell and sludge which skirted it, carried away our
rudder, through one of the pintles giving way, which, on examination, was found
to have been defective, and the rudder altogether badly fitted. In short, the
boat was an old one, which had been knocked about in the late expeditions, and
not well adapted for such an enterprise as this. This accident, together with a
freshening breeze accompanied by thick weather, snow, and sleet, compelled
us to lower the sail, at 5 .M. I now locked out for a spot to beach the
boat, under Cape Bowden, a perpendicular cliff, rising to the ﬂci(’ht of upwards
of five hundred fect above the level of the sea ; but the extremc{fy narrow strip
of shingle beach at its base was so thickly studded with stranded hummocks
and berg-pieces of ice, on which a heavy surf was breaking, as to render it alike
impracticable either to haul up the boat or find room to pitch the tent
afterwards.

On the north side of Cape Bowden we opened a pretty little bay, of semicir-
cular form, most symmetrically so, about a mile in breadth at its entrance, and
much about the same in depth; bounded on the north by a low, narrow penin-
sula, suddenly rising into, and terminating in a tabular-topped cape, about two
hundred feet in height, separating it from Griffin Bay. We pulled all round the
little bay with the intention of encamping there for the night, but found the
beach everywhere so hemmed in with a fringe of grounded hummocks of ice
lashed by the surf, that not a single opening offered, cven for running the boat’s
bow in between them. A flock of geese, a number of gulls, and several ravens,
which we had disturbed in their solitary retreat, took wing on our approach.
I gave it the name of Clark Bay ; and the headland bounding it to the north,
I called Cape M‘Bain, after two estecemed friends ; the former, being onc of the
few remaining survivors who shared in the glorious battle of T'rafalgar, and the
latter, an old voyager to these regions.

On rounding Cape M‘Bain into Griffin Bay, the weather became so thick as
ncarly to conceal the land, and we had some difficulty in finding a spot where
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Cape M‘Bain, bearing W.S.W.

the boat could be beached.  After coasting the south side of the bay for nearly
2 mile within the Cape, we at last succeeded in hauling her up into a little nook
between the grounded hummocks with which the whole line of coast was thickly
strewed. At 6.15 par. we pitched the tent for the night, between two small
shingle ridges, lighted a fire, and had tea, with some cold bacon and biscuit.

Griffin Bay Fresented a most wild-looking scene of desolation ; the surround-
ing hillswere all covered with snow; huge masses of old ice which had been stranded
by some enormous pressure, lay thickly strewed along its shores, in places piled
up in chaotic confusion; and the upper part of the bay was full of loose ice, the
winter's floe having very recently broken up. The streams of ice which we met
with on our way up channel doubtless came out of this and the adjacent bays.

When about turning into my felt-bag for the night, I found it saturated
with water, and preferred taking my rest on the buffalo robe, without any other
covering than what the tent afforded, having a black tarpaulin bag containing
my change of clothes (all thoroughly drenched by the seas the boat shipped
over her bows) for my pillow,

Saturday 21st.—Rose at 5-a.3., breakfasted, and started at six o'clock for the
summit of Cape M‘Bain, on which I found a cairn, containing a small gutta
%t‘archa case, enclosing a circular printed in red ink on yellow tinted paper, dated

uesday, May 13th 1851, and stating that a searching party ifrom the ¢ Lady
Franklin” and ¢ Sophia” brigs had left, for eme:gencies, on the north point of the
bay, a caché of sixty poun(%s of bread and forty pounds of pemmican. Krom
the spot on which the cairn stands, I took sketches of Capes Bowden and
Grinnell, and descended on the south side into Clark Bay, and whilst examining
its shores, I saw an Arctic gull and three finc large white hares (Lepus glacialis),
which, however, were far too shy and wary to allow me to approach within
ball range of them: both barrels of my gun being loaded with ball, I discharged
one after them, which scnt them running off at a tremendous rate. -

Returning to our encampment, we struck the tent, and after rc-embarking
everything, made sail with a fair wind from the westward at 9.15 A.n., but still
the same overcast and gloomy aspect of the sky. ~After we had procecded for
some distance, I discovered that a fine musk ox ( Ovibos moschatus) skull and
horns, (evidently a bull’s from the bases of the horns mecting over the forehead,)
found Dy two of the boat’s crew, on one of the ridges above the bay,in a ramble
they took last night,-—had been left behind on the beach. This was much to be
regretted, as the specimen furnished pretty decisive evidence that these animals
must once have existed here, and the probability is, that they do so still. It
bore evident marks of long exposure to the weather, blzached white, porous,
and time-worn.

Standing over for Cape Grinnell, we encountered another heavy strcam of
ice, which crossed our course as it drifted rapidly out of Griffin Bay, cutting us
off from the shorc, and we had to get out the oars and pull round it. Our
rudder, which we had made an attempt at repairing, again gave way. We
passed a shoal of white whales (Beluga borcalis), and saw the cairn on the point
where the depdt of provisions was left. After taking a sketch of the latter,
1 landed about noon upon a narrow shingle beach, on which we lighted a fire and
cooked a warm mess, made of prcscrvcd mutton, soup and potatoes, for our dinner.
On walking up the ridgeto the cairn, through a heavy fall of snow, we found the

rovisions gone; and as there were recent foot-prints up the side of the ridge
eading to it, where the melting of %1% snow had left the soil sufficiently soft
3
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Cape Daniell, bearing N.W,

and plastic to take impressions, I came to the conclusion that the * Assistance ”
and ¢ Pionecr” had taken them on their way up chamnel. Returning to the
boat, we shoved off at 3 r.m., the sun glancing forth a momentary ray through
the surrounding murky atmosphere, as we receded from the shore.  On rounding
the cairn point, we opened another small semicircular bay, strikingly resem-
bling Clark Bay both in size and form; and to which I gave the name of
M‘Clintock, after my friend, the distinguished Polar traveller, now commander
of Her Majesty’s ship “ Intrepid.”

The coast, along which we had now to pull against o fresh northerly breeze,
presented a very bold and striking aspect.  Bluff headlands, rising precipitously
from the water's edge to the height of six hundred feet and upwards, and
skirted at the base by a narrow belt of shingly beach, profusely studded with
stranded hummocks of ice. From the steep fronts of these magnificent clifts of
the mountain limestone projected three or more horizontal tiers of buttresses in
strong relicf, the cffect of which was much heightened by the tiers being bare
of snow, and black—so contrasted with their white sides as to give them the
appcarance of some frowning and impregnable fortress, or imposing battery
presented by the broadside of a stately three-decker. Between two of these
remarkable headlands, another very symmetrical bay opened out, bounded on
the north by a wild, romantic-looking cape, towering upwards with smooth
and swelling sides to near its summit, and then abruptly breaking up into
angular-shaped rocky fragments, forming a rugged, picturesque-looking crest,
seven or eight hundred feet above the level of the sea. To this pretty bay
I gave the name of Emery, after an old and much valued friend; and to the
south headland Cape Daniell, after another esteemed friend; both of whom
have their names already enrolled in the annals of African discovery. Isaw the
tracks of bears and foxes upon the snow along the beach.

Cornwallis Land, forming the opposite shore of Wellington Channel, piebald
with snow, loomed dark amsi wildly through the mist, at the distance of between
twenty and thirty miles, yet I could distinctly make out the point forming its
north-castern extremity. Passed several white whales, a seal or two, and several
large flocks of geese, the whole migrating to the south, a few dovekies (Uria
grylle), fulmar petrel ( Procellaria glacialis), glaucous and kittiwake guils.

At 6 p.M., observing a cairn on a low ridge of shingle, I ran the boat in
between the grounded hummocks of ice on the point. Landed and found a tin
cylinder containing a notice that the “ Assistance” and “ Pioncer ” had passed on
Su]r}(}ay morning last at 1G o'clock, bound to Bailliec Hamilton Island—¢ all
well.”

From this we had a very prolonged und fatiguing pull along o most dreary
line of coast, closcly packed with grounded hummocks, The breeze increased
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Sketched by R. MCormick, Ry V.

Encampment in Emery Bay.

to a fresh gale, accompanied by sleet and snow; the thermometer 28°; air cold
and pinching, and the whole of the land more deeply covered with snow than
any that we had yet passed. 'The horizon to the north looked black and
threatening, and o faint pinkish streak of light seemed to give an additional
air of wildness to its aspeet.  The night, too, was fast closing in, with no
prospect before us of the smallest nook where we could hayl up the boat in
safety till the morning. A long way ahead of us three bold capes appeared
in the distance; the nearest, o remarkably black-looking one, prominently jutting
out from the snow-clad ridges flanking it on cither side. Aground off"it was a
large mass of ice of fantastic shape, rising from the sea by a narrow neck and
then expanding out into the form of an urn, appearing as if filled with white
foam rising above the brim in 2 convex form. A long stream of ice was seen
extending out from the Black Cupe, which led me to hope that we should find
o bay on the other side of it out of which the ice had rifted, and a place of
refuge for the night, for my boat’s crew were fairly worn out by pulling for so
many hours against a head-sea and strong current, (running here, at times, five
or six knots an hour) and exposed to such inclement weathor.,

In passing a low shingle ridge, before we reached the black headland, a cairn
upon 1t caught my eyc through the dark gloom in which it was enveloped, and
although an ice-girt lee shore upon which a heavy surf was sctting, I felt that it
was my duty to attempt a landing to examine it.. The boat’s head was there-
fore at once directed for the shore, and run in between two heavy grounded
masscs of ice, leaving just room cnough for her bows to enter; the ridge of
shingle was too stecp to haul her up, or I should gladly have encamped there
for the night, unfavourable as was the spot for pitching our tent. We had to
walk along the ridge over snow, in some places very deep, before we reached
the cairn, and, to our great disappointment, after pulling it down and carefully
cxamining the ground beneath and around it, found no record whatever. 1t
was a small pile of rocks resembling a surveying mark, but when and by whom
crected no clue was left upon which to form a conjecture.  We saw here recent
tracks of bears and foxes on the snow. Returning to our boat, after some
difficulty in embarking in the swell, the crew, to whom I had given a little
brandy cach, pulled under its temporary influence with rencwed vigour for the
Black Cape.

That hurbinger of the storm, the stormy petrel or Mother Carey’s chicken
(Procellaria pelagica), the first I have seen during this voyage to the Arctic
regions, flew past the boat, and I fired at it but missed it, the boat rolling at the
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Pim Point, S.W. Bay of Refuge. Cape King, S.W. by W

moment too heavily in the swell for taking anything like an aim.  We at last
rounded the urn of icc and pulled through the stream, passing between and very
close to several huge hard-washed blue masses of ice aground, on which a
foaming surf was breaking, and the boat pitched and rolled so much in the
ground swell as to ship & good deal of water, compcllin% us to bail her out.

On rounding the black headland we entered, as I had anticipated, a fine bay,
between three and four miles deep s but after pulling for some distance along its
wild-looking inaccessible southern shore without finding a nook where we could
hope to get the boat’s head in, being « lec shore, ice-girt, on which a dangerous
surf was breaking, we had to pull across to the opposite side, a distance of two
miles, the shore of which appeared in the form of low shingle ridges, giving
promise of a beach on which we might haul up the boat in safety, as well as a
dry ridge, free from snow, for pitching the tent. At first we rowed over a very
shallow bottom, upon which the pebbles were distinetly scen, ina heavy ground-
swell, but as we neared the north side got into deeper water. It was half an
hour past midnight when we at last succeeded in hauling up the boat on the
beach between some berg-picces, which had been forced up by some vast
pressure above the ordinary I}:igh-wutcr mark.

Whilst some of the crew were employed in getting the things out of the boat,
and securing her for the night, and others pitching the tent on the shingle-
ridge above the beach, which on landing I had selected for the site, the cook
for the day lighted the fire, and prepared supper. I strolled with my gun along
the ridge round the north point, where huge berg-picces were piled up onc upon
another in chaotic confusion to the height of from twenty to thirty feet by some
tremendous pressure, occasioned, doubtless, by high spring-tides and heavy
north-westerly gales.

The strong breeze we had been pulling against, had now increased to a hard
gale of wind from the same quarter, accompanied by an overwhelming snow
drift.  "Thermometer 28°% and piercingly cold,-—altogether a dismal night,  So
that we had encamped none too soon, for our frail boat could not possibly have
Jived in the sea that was now running outside.  Therefore 1 called the inlet the
Bay of Refuge, the black headland I named Cape King, and to the north
point 1 gave the name of Pim, after two enterprising Polar friends, both well
known for their enthusiasm in Arctic discovery, and their plans for the rescue of
our missing countryman,—in the search for whom, Licutenant Pim, like myself,
is embarked in the present expedition.

On my return to the place of our encampment, I “spliced the main brace,”
that is, served out extra rations, in the present instance, of bacon and Burton
ale, to the boat’s erew for their supper, after their long day of toil and exposure.
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M‘Cormick Bay.
(Numied by the Hydrographer of the Admiralty.)

It was 2.30 a.M. before we turned into our felt-bags for the night ; mine was,
however, still wet, and I lay down on the buffalo rug as on the preceding night.

Sunday, 22d.—Having retived to rest late last night, or rather early this
morning, we did not rise until 10.30 oM. It was still blowing a hard north-
westerly gale, with snow-drift and overcast thick weather; so bitingly cold
was the pir within the tent, that sleeping, as I always do, at the weather
end, where the wind blows in under the canvas, my hands felt quite benumbed
throughout the night, from their having been exposed, in the absence of my felt-
bag covering. I shaved for the first tinic since leaving the ship, and made my
toilet under the lec of the boat. After our customary breakfast of chocolate,
cold bacon, and biscuit, I took from my pocket a little prayer beok, which had
been my companion years gone by to both the Poles, North and South, and
round the world, from which I read to my boat’s crew Eart of the morning
service, finishing with a short cxtemporary prayer, which suggested itself at
the moment, as best fitting the occasion.

At 12.30 I left the tent, accompanied by three of my men, for the summit of
Rogier Head,—which T named after an old friend who had been engaged in
African discovery,—a bold craggy promontory, above five hundred feet in height,
overhanging the sca, and about three miles distant from our encampment. Our
course lay over some snow-clad ridges up a gradual ascent. At 1.45 p.m. we
reached the summit, from which a wide and wild scenc of desolation met the
gaze; whichever way the eye was directed a grand and sublime spectacle
presented itself, to which the fury of the tempest lent an awful interest.

Beneath the precipitous face of the overhanging crag on which I was seated,
the surfwas furiously lashing the narrow strip of black shingle beach at its base,
margined by & belt of shallow water, the limits of which were well defined by a
turbid greenish appearance, contrasting strongly with the dark, very dark, blue
colour of the water beyond,  Along the edge of this zone of shoal water, countless
white whales were swimming down channcl, literally speaking, in a continuous
strecam. Amongst them, here and there, one of a pie-}mld colour ; and sometimes
the back of a straggler or two appearing in the discoloured water itself; all,
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doubtless, migrating to less rigorous seas, whilst open water afforded them a

assage to the southward. Over head, a solitary kittiwake (Larus tridactylus)
Eovered with uplifted wing, as it breasted the violent gusts of wind that at
intervals swept past, driving along dense volumes of mist from the mysterious
north, which came rolling over the dark surface of the channel, on the opposite
side of which, the bleak and barren snow-streaked cliffs of Cornwallis Land
bounded the horizon to the westward, terminating in a black point forming its
north castern extremity, about the position of Cape De Haven, half concealed
in gloom and mist. To the north westward, Baillic Hamilton Island, loomed,
like a dark bank of clouds above the horizon: three or four glistening patches
of white light, reflected upon the surface of the dark water throu%h some hidden
aperture in the clouds, sgone with the brightness of molten silver, amid the
surrounding lurid atmosplere; rendering, the whole scene altogether a fit
subject for the pencil of a Claude. We commenced our descent of the mountain
at 2.30 p.M., and having taken as careful a survey of the vicinity of our encamp-
ment as the thick and unfavourable state of the weather would permit of,
rcached the tent at 3.30 p.., without finding any cairn or traces of any one
having landed here before us.  Only the tracks of a bear and fox on the snow
were scen.  'This morning, on starting, a small picce of drift wood was picked
up above the present high water mark ; and last night another musk ox skull
was found by some of the beat’s crew. It was the skull of a cow, the horns
being small, and a space between their bases on the forehead, and not in such a
good state of prescrvation as the last. This gives me sanguine hopes that I
may yet fall in with the living animal itself, before the winter drives us back
to the ship.  Discouraging as there is no denying our present prospects
certainly are, we must at all hazards solve the Baring Bay problem ﬁ}ist. On
reaching the tent we found dinner all ready, and a warm mess of preserved
mutton very acceptable. A dismal nighf—thermometer 25°.

Monday 23d.—It blew in heavy squalls all last night.  About 9 o’clock this
morning, however, a lull taking place, I resolved to make an attempt to reach
Baring Bay as soon so the sea should sufficiently go down for launching the
boat.  After breakfast we erected a cairn on the low shingle ridge where the
tent stood, and deposited beneath it a tin cylinder containing a record of our
visit. The upper cxtremity of the bay was still covered with the smooth
winter’s floe, which had not yet broken up.

Memo.—A boat expedition from Her Majosty’s ship * North Star,” at Erebus
and Terror Bay, Beechey Island, in search of Sir John Franklin, encamped here,
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Cape Osborn, bearing N. (Magnetic.)

at 12,30 A.M. on Sunday, August 22d, during a gale of wind, and left for Baring
Bay on the following morning at 10.30. \ ’

No traces found. :
R. M‘Cormick, Officer Commanding Party.
August 23rd 1852,

At 10.45 A.m., as we were about to start, I shot a sandpiper ( Tringa maritima)
on the beach. On rounding the outer point we found a considerable swell out-
side, with a strong brecze to pull against, passing Rogier Head, the headland
we ascended yesterday, and another adjoining promontory 5 we had to contend
with a short head sea, in a deeply laden boat, with a damaged rudder almost
uscless, compelling us at times to use a steer-oar in addition to keep her head to
the sea, along as dreary and desolate a looking coast as I ever recollect having
seen in these regions. The land appeared like a vast wreath of decp snow
banked up against the horizon, its continuity broken only by deep gullics in
one or two places, with not the smallest bight or indentation along its ice-encum-
bered shores, on which a heavy surf was breaking, where a boat could find shelter
during a gale of wind.

After a most laborious pull of four hours we reached the stecp and almost
perpendicular ridge of Cape Osborn, a bold headland of rounded form, white
with snow, excepting where a dark blotch appeared just below its summit, formed
by the bare rock of the projecting buttresses. This cape may be considered the
northernmost boundary ot Wellington Strait, which here expands out into the
broader Queen’s Channel. At 1.45 p.a. we passed a very remarkable isolated
mass of rock, rising abruptly from the steep face of this ridge about one third
from the summit.

It bore a striking resemblance to the bust of a human figure of burly form, and
habited in a cloak and cap ; the horizontal layers of limestone rock, of whichit is
composed, being so arranged as to give the cloak a caped appearance; a slab of the
limestone in front of the figure, fancy might liken to a book. This singular
specimen of sculpture from the hands of nature, worked out of the rock by the
united chisels of time aud weather, removing the softer portions and leaving the
harder standing forth in strong relief,—I transterred a fac simile of it to my
sketehbook under the name of “ Franklin’s Beacon,” whose attention it could
not fail to attract, pointing as it does to thosc unknown and uncxplored regions
which lic beyond, around the Northern Pole, untrodden by the foot of man
since creation’s dawn, and in the deep recesses of which, doubtless, lics hidden
his mysterious fate, of which our scarch, thus far, unhappily has failed to clicit
the slightest trace.

At 4 p.m. we doubled Cape Osborn, on the north side of which a huge pile of
dirty yellow-looking old berg-picces of ice lay aground in the turbid greenish
shoal water which skirts the coast all the way to Baring Bay, extending out
from the hummock-fringed beach to the distance of a mile or two and upwards,
and along which u heavy ground swell sets upon the shore in a succession of
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“Forlorn Hope,” running under the lee of Two Jcchergs, aground in the Wellington Channel, in
a gale of Wind, 23d August 1852.

long rollers, through which it would have been utterly hopeless for any boat to
have attempted reaching the land in safety, The coast from Cape Osborn
trending round to the N.E. brought the wind more aft, enabling us to make sail,
and for some time we made considerable progress, dashing through the heavy cross
sea that was running at the rate of five or six knots an hour. Having the breeze
with us now, the only chance left us was to run the gauntlet for Baring Bay,
in the hope of findivg there some haven of shelter after rounding Point Eden,
which still appeared at a fearful distance ahcad of us; and the long line of
foaming crests sweeping over the broad expansc of troubled waters which lie
between, threatening to ingulf our small fruil bark cre we reached it. When
we had got about midway between Cape Osborn and this point our situation
became a truly perilous one ; the boat was taking in water faster than we could
bale it out, and she was settling down so much as not to leave a streak free;
labouring and rising heavily and sluggishly to cach successive sca, so that all
expected every moment that she would fill and go down the first sca that struck her,
from which only the most carcful and watchful attention to the helm preserved
her. Fortunately for us, at this critical moment, too smali bergs aground
providentiallfy appeared on the port-bow, and I immediately ran for them, in
the hope of finding the water smooth enough under their lee to enable us, by
lowering the sail and lying on our oars, to thoroughly bale out all the water
from the boat, which was now nearly full; in this we happily succeeded whilst
lying only a few feet from the bergs in comparatively quict water, protected by
their blue hard washed sides from the seas which broke over them to windward,
rebounding upwards in foaming columns of surf and spray, which dashed high
above their summits from forty to fifty fect in height, presenting a wild scene, at
once grand, sublime, and awful.

On again making sail our small over-ladén skiff, no longer water-logged,
bounde‘:.lgonwards over every sea more freely and buoyantly than before; but
as we opened Baring Bay, the great hody of water which was setting into it
from the broad expanse of the Queen’s Channel, with the wind and current both
from the N.W., caused such hcavy rolling scas to tumble in upon the shore,
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that our crippled rudder was entirely swept away, and we had great difficulty in
steering with an oar a boat so deep in such s sea ; and had to get one out on
each quarter to keep her head to the sea and prevent her broaching to, when
nothing could have saved her from foundering instanter.

The shores all round this bay presented a perfectly flat surface, level with the
floe,—which still, though broken up, filled the upper part of it,—and extending toa
considerable distance inland, bounded by a slightly undulating ridge of hills in the
horizon, averaging, perhaps, a hundred and fifty feet in height. But one pointin
these inhospitable shores seemed to offer the faintest hope of a place of shelter.
"Phis was a black mount on the south side, of somewhat conical form, having a trun-
cated summit, with shingle ridges in front; and from its marked and conspicuous
appearance amid the wide surrounding waste of snow, had particularly attracted
my attention, from our first opening the bay, as it appeared to me the only spot
accessible for ice. It was flanked on the west by en inlet, still covered by the
winter's floe.  On this spot I had from the first centred all my hopes of finding
a harbour of refuge. Putting the boat, therefore, right before the wind, T ran
for it through a turbulent ground swell, over a long extent of several miles of
shoal water of a dirty green colour, showing the fragments of rock and pebbles
at the bottom on nearing the shore, when two points for beaching the boat
offered ; onc on the port bow, forming a curious natural basia of quadrangular
shape, enclosed on all sides by a narrow ledge of black rocks and shingle,
excepting in front, where an opening was left just large enough to admit the
bosat. Into this, being the nearest, my boat’s crew were very anxious to take her
thoroughly worn out as they were by a day of unceasing toil and danger, amid
which their cool and manly conduct was beyond all praise. And on losing the
rudder and tiller, with which I always myself steered the boat, the ice quarter-
master especially proved himself an expert hand at the stcer oar at a moment
when we were obliged to have one out on each quarter to keep the boat's head
to the heavy cross sea that was running, to prevent her from broaching-to. 1
objected, however, to the little land-locked harbour for the boat, on the ground
of the chance of being entrapped within it by a change of wind bringing the ice
down upon it, and thus preventing us from s0 readily getting out again ; and ols0
from the low, boggy ground, exposed on all sides to the weather, being
unfavourable tor pitching the tent. I, thercfore, stood on for the Black Mount,
ahead, and was fortunate enough to find at its base a sloping beach for hauling
up the boat between some grounded hummocks of ice, backed by a shingle
ridge, dry and free from snow, on which we pitched the tent at 8 rar, sheltered
by another ridge still higher, above which rose the Black Mount. I ascended
this eminence, whilst the boat’s crew were lighting the fire and getting supper
ready. From its summit I saw the ice closely packed all round the bay by the
wind now blowing up it, and that this was the only spot where a boat could
possibly have found a place of shelter along the whole line of coast, from the
bay we left this morning; to as far as the Ccyc could reach beyond us to the north-
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ward, rendering the navigation of the Wellington Channel extremely dangerous
for boatsat a late and boistcrous season of the year. I saw a flock of geese on
the passage here, and another arose from a lake on our arrival. A small frag-
ment of drift wood was picked up on the hill. After spreading all our wet
clothes on the shingle to dry, everything in the boat having been drenched with
sca water, we had tea and preserved beef for supper, and turned in at midnight,
truly thankful to God for our providential escape. Therm. 27°.

Tuesday, 24th.—Breakfasted at 8.30 .M. As it was still blowing a north.
. westerly gale, preventing our atfempting anything {urther with the boat, I
started at 11.30 a.m., accompanied by onc of the boat’s crew, on'an excursion
along shore, with the view of ascertaining the state of the ice, and selecting the
best route for sledging round the top of the bay should a continuance of the
present boisterous weather render boating operations wholly impracticable.

On passing a small lake about a quarter of & mile from the encampment, we
saw two eider ducks (Anas mollissime) with eight young ones swimming on it.
I shot the whole of the broods and cuc of the old ducks, the other made its
escape. Our course at first lay over flat, swampy, boggy ground covered with
snow, through which a few straggling tutts of moss, lichens, saxifrages, poppics,
and a small species of juncus made their appearance at intervals; the wholeinter-
sccted by very low narrow ridges of shingle and a chain of small lakes. The
winter’s floe had all the appearance of having been rccently broken up by the
late gales setting a heavy swell into the bay, which had ground it into fragments
and hummocks mixed with sludge. A thick fog coming on, accompanied by
snow drift sweeping over the bay from the northward, and concealing the out-
line of its shores, I struck across the low land for the ridge of hills which bounds
it inland, passing several isolated masses of rock which, as they appeared through
the snow at a distance, so much resembled piles of stones artificially heaped up,
that dwelling, as our thoughts constantly did, on cairns and memorials, we were
{frequently—until the eye became familiar with these deccptions—induced to
diverge from our course to examine them. On ascending the ridge we followed
it back to the head of the inlet (south of our encampment ), which is nearly two
miles deep, and narrow at its entrance, being not more than about a quarter of a
mile in breadth, but expanding out to double that width. We walked round
several lakes on the ridge of hills, and heard the monotonous mournful cry of
the red-throated divers ( Colymbus septentrionalis) in the vicinity, but the fog,
had become so thick as to conceal them from view. On descending from the
ridge down a terminal black cliff inland of the tent, we had to make head against
the gale, which drove the cutting snow-drift in our faces with the thermometer
at 29°.  We reached the encampment at 5 r.m., having only had a shot at a tern,
and seen the track of a fox. 'l‘he ice-quartermaster and another of the boat’s
crew returned soon after us from a ramble round the other side of the inlet,
having found the skeleton of a hear.

Wednesday, 25th.—Rose at 6 Ay ; noimprovement in the weather ; a quantity
of sludge ice driven in shore, which was fast beginning to be cemented together
by the formation of young ice, forming an impassable belt {for our boat, in front
of the encampment. Still too thick and boisterous for boating or sledging.
After brénkfast I visited the small lake again, and shot three ducks out of a
flock of eight young pintails (nas caudncuta).  After my return to the tent
with them, one of the boat’s crew killed the remaining five.  We had some of
them for dinner, and found them excellent cating.  Saw two or threc sandpipers
and wounded an Arctic gull (Lestris parasiticus), but notwithstanding that the
thumb, or tip of the wing was broken, it succeeded in getting away.

I walked afterwards to the top of the west inlet, accompanied by two of my
party, in scarch of the remains of the skeleton of the bear, they having on first
finding it brought back with them the skull and pelvis.  After a long search, we
at last hit upon the spot, wherce a rib was projecting from the snow, beneath
which we found most of the vertebrie, deeply imbedded in the richest bed of
moss we had yet seen, the result, doubtless of the manure arising from the
decomposition of the animal’s carcase ; although from the bleached appearance
and honey-combed state of the bones, a long series of winter snows would scem
to have mantled over them since Brain dragged his huge unwicldy frame a few
yards above the head of the inlet to breathe his last on terra firma, whether in
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sickness or old age, to become food for the foxes, who had rendered the skeleton
incomplete by walking off with most of the ribs and long bones to feast off at
their leisure. All that remained I collected, and we returned to the tent through
a heavy hail-storm and densely overcast sky, with thick mist, and the thermo-
meter at 25°. Saw some red-throated divers on one of the largest lakes, two
tern, and the track of a fox. 'In the afternoon, the wind shifting round to the
westward, and the weather somewhat moderating though still very squally, I set
about making preparations for our sledging journey; the wind now setting
directly up the bay, packing the ice so close as to render any attempt with the
boat utterly hopeless. Having stowed the sledge with four days’ provisions, we
dug a trench and made a cache of the remainder of our provisions, filling it up
with shingle as a protection against the bears during ourabsence. The boat was
hauled up on the second ridge on which the tent stood, and turned bottom-up,
with the gear and spare clothes stowed underneath, as a precaution against high
tides, which might probably rise higher than usual under the influence of heavy
westerly gales.

Thursday 26th.—I was stirring at 3 oM. Morning gloomy and overcast,
with snow.  Wind round to the eastward and moderated. Thermometer 24°.
Walked down to the lakes where I shot the ducks; it had frozen over during
the night ; took a sketch of the encampment from it. Three or four snow bunt-
ings (LEmberiza nivalis) were flitting about on the ridge above the tent, saluting
us with their lively cheerful note. Yesterday a red-throated diver was shot on
one of the lakes by one of our party. At 5 a.m., I roused out the boat’s crew,
and we had our chocolate, biscuit, and bacon breakfast.

"The progressive fall in the temperature, with the rapid formation of young
ice, together with the boisterous north-westerly gales, which had packed the
broken up winter’s floe upon the shore in front of our tent, forming a belt of
hummocks and sludge half a mile in breadth, and daily increasing in extent,
cutting us off from the open water, and requiring only a few calm days to cement
it altogether, and render the present position of the boat inextricable, were
unmistakeable signs that the season for boating operations was past ; and so soon
as a southerly wind from off the land should drive the ice out, no time was to be
lost in getting her into the open channel. All, therefore, that now remained
to be done was to complete the exploration of this bay by an overland journey.
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‘ Owen Point, distant FFive Miles, bearing E.S.L.

Stepee ExcunsioN rounp Baring Bay.

‘Having struck the tent, and stowed it on the sledge, with our felt bags,
buffalo robes, four days’ provisions, and an “ Etna” with spirits of wine for
fuel, we started ‘at 8 a.m.; reached the first low rocky point in the curve of
the bay, two miles distant, at 9 .M. Our course lay over the low snow-clad
ridges of shingle. Trom this our encampment hill and boat bore N.
(magnetic), but here the variation is so great, as almost to reverse the
points of the compass. At 9.30 a.m. we struck off more inland, in the
direction of the ridge of hills, to avoid a curve of the bay, crossing over a
level tract of marshy bog, covered with snow ; on which one of the party picked
up a small spider. At 10.15 A.M. crossed & rivulet over a pebbly bed, from
which some animal was scen on one of the shingle ridges; but at too great a
distance to make out whether it was a bear or reindeer, as it disappeared behind
the ridge, before I could get my telescope to bear upon it. Crossed another
running stream, rapidly flowing over its pebbly channel, (towards the bay)
across which the sledge was carried. I made a considerable detour here in
pursuit of the stranger, without seeing anything more of him, and overtook the
sledge upon a broad, smooth, snow-clad plain, the monotonous whiteness of
which, was only broken by the narrow bare ridges and spits of shingle, which
intersected its surface like shaded lines, scarcely rising above it. At 11 a.m, my
party being somewhat fatigued with this, to them, novel work, (and dragging a
sledge over the incqualities of land, covered with snow though it be, 1s a far
more laborious task than over floe ice,) they had a spell of ten minutes to rest,
and take their allowance of rum, mixed with the pure water from an adjacent
lake. Saw two sandpipers here, and the track of a reindeer ( Cervus tarandus),
probably that of the animal we lately had a glance of. At 11.30 a.m. reached
the head of the curve of the bay we had been steering for; it contained a large

atch of loose ice, a low point jutting out from it to the S.E. Point Eden bore

. from this, Passed two small lakes, and heard the cry of the red-throated
diver. About noon the brecze died away to nearly a calm, and the men were
so heated by their exertions, that they took a spcl{ for a few minutes. I saw
the land on the oppositc side of the Queen’s Channel, bearing E.S.E. At 1 p.m.
a portion of the spme of some animal was picked up; saw two more sandpipers,
and passed another lake. The breeze springing up again, in less than a hour,
had freshened to a gale, accompanied by a sharp snow-drift, which swept like
volumes of smoke, over the wide wuste around us to the sea, which was
scattered over with streams of hummocky ice. We rested for an hour to dine,
on the side of a low shingle ridge, having the bay in front, a lake on either side.
and another in the rear, from which we drank delicious water, with our cold
bacon and biscuit meal,  Started again at 3 r.M. ; 1shot a tern ( Sterna arctica)
near a small gap or pass, in an embankment here, skirting the bay. At 4.15p.m.

Point Eden bore N.N.W., and a peak of the land, on the opposite side of
Wellington Channel S.E,
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Owen Point Encampment, North Point of Baring Bay, bearing E.S.E. (Magnetic).

At 5.30 r.. filled our kettle with water from a neighbouring lake, and
having boiled it over the spirit lamp of the “ Etna,” made tea under the lee of
the sledge, in the midst of this wilderness of snow. Cape Osborn with Eden
Point bore N.N.W. At 6.30 p.. started again, and at 7 p.a. when some
distance ahead of the sledge, pioneering the way, as was my custom, I came
suddenly upon the track of the musk ox, closc to one of those numerous
running streams, by which the chain of lakelets studding these marshy flats,
empty themselves into the bay. Theanimal appears to have attempted crossing
over the frozen surface of the stream, but finding that the ice, which was broken
by his two fore feet, would not bear his weight, retreated, crossing his own
track in the direction of the hills, bounding the horizon to the southward. From
the appearance of the foot-prints (which measured five inches, both in length
and in breadth) it must have passed very recently, as there was a driving snow-
drift at the time, which would soon have effaced the impressions. These foot
prints, when taken in connexion with the two skulls recently found, afford, I
think, indisputable evidence that the musk ox is an inhabitant of North Devon,
at least, during the summer months; and is, probably, now migrating to the
southward for the winter. But their course thitherward, and how they got
across Barrow Strait, is not so casily explained ; they must, at all cvents, wait
till the Strait is frozen over.

The black point, with its rounded snowy top, in which the ridge of hills
environing the bay, terminates to the northward, and which we have had in
sight so many hours, as the goal to be reached before we pitched the tent for
the night, has for several miles appeared at the same distunce, or, as the sledge’s
crew would have it, receding, as mile after mile, with weary and jaded steps,
they toiled along, dragging after them the cumbrous sledge, and still the dark
point appeared no ncarer.  Fairly exhausted, they were compelled to take more
frequent spells to rest for a few minutes. The night, however, looked so threat-
cning, the northern sky intensely black and lowering,~premonitory signs of the
wind going backto its old stormy quarter,—that I was very anxious to sccure the
shelter of the point ahead for pitching the tent under, as'in the exposed, wide,
and bleak waste around us, the canvass and poles supporting it would scarcely
have withstood the violence of the strong gusts of wind,

The dark sky was preceded by a very remarkably-tinted horizon in the north,
in which streaks of a fine olive green, alternating with bands of an amber colour,
and a rich chestnut brown zone, intersected horizontally ; the side of the hills
about Prince Alfred Bay, crested by a dark ncutral tint, vanishing into a leck-
green.  When, within about a mile of the point, to encourage my sledge-crew,
and convinee them that we were, in reality, now drawing near it, I walked on
ahead at a quickened pace and aseended to the summit ; and, on descending again
to the extreme rugged point, I found them pitching the tent on the shingle-ridge
beneath, Tt was exactly midnight, and thick weather with fine snow. A fire
was soon lighted, tea prepared, and bncon1 and biscuit served out for supper. It
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Shetched by R. Al Cormick, RN,
Westernmost Bluffs of Alfred Bay, heaving E. by 8., and Peak, E.S.E., as seen from the
summit of Owen Poinl,

was nearly two o'clock in the morning before we turned in, all thoroughly
knocked up with the day’s exertions.

Friday 27th.—Morning overcast; I left the tent at 8 A.M., and whilst breakfast
was preparing, ascended the rugged point above our encampment to get a view
of our position. At first scrambling over a confused pile of rocky fragments, swell-
ing out above into a broad, smooth, and round-backed hill about three hundred
feet in height, commanding a view of the shores of the curve of the coast to the
northward of it, laid down in the chart as Prince Alfred Bay; an isolated
peak, apparently some little distance inland, just showing itself over the highest
range of hills on the north side; this ridge terminating in two black table-topped
bluff headlands, running far out to the westward, but the horizon was too hazy
for making out distant objects sufficiently clear for getting the different bearings
correctly, which, as this spot promised to be the extreme limit of our journey,
I was the more anxious to obtain before I commenced my return, more especially
as the sun had been hid from our view by fogs, mists, and constantly-overcast
skies, accompanying the tempestuous weather which has attended us in all our
movenients since we left the ship; so that no opportunity has offered for getting
observations for the latitude and longitude, and consequently my little pocket
sextant has remained idle in its case.

In the hope that the weather might clear up about noon, I returned to the
tent to breakfast, having seen only about half a dozen snow-buntings flitting
about the hill-top. My party were glad to take a siesta in the tent to-day, so
knocked up were they after their laborious and toilsome forced march of yester-
day, dragging a heavily laden sledge over adistance of about thirty miles,
having actually travelled this within the space of sixteen hours, at the average
rate of rather more than two miles in an hour, resting for dinner and tea an hour
at cach meal; the Jongest sledging journey by far, I believe that has yet been
accomplished in onc day without the aid of dogs.

At 1.30 pa., during a temporary clearing away of the mist, I again ascended
the hill above our tent, bounding the low shores of Baring Bay on the north,
which I have named Owen Point, in honour of my friend Professor Owen, the
distinguished naturalist and Cuvier of our own country, who has evinced a lively
interest in the Franklin search and Polar discovery.

Baring Bay, indecd, scarcely deserves the name of a bay, it is little more than
a broad sweep in of the coast, and is so shoal on entering it from the south-
ward, that I could sce the pebbles at the bottom for several miles off shore; and
had good reason to remember the heavy ground swell that rolled overit in surges
threatening destruction to the boat every minute, in the gale which drove us
before it, to seck the only place of shelter which the whole length and breadth
of its shores afforded under the Black Mount.

A black table-topped bluff, bearing E. by S. by compass, forms the western-
most extremity ofP Alfred Bay, on the north side; and a little to the east-
ward of this, peering just above the high ridge of land, is a peak bearing
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Mount Providence, with Eden Point and Cape Osborn, N.N.W., ns scen from the summit of Owen Point.

LE.S.E.,, and being the only apparent peak, would, therefore, seem to be
Mount Franklin, as there is no hill whatever representing it in the position
in which it is laid down in the chart inland of Baring Bay. A'line of
lummocks of ice as if aground appears in Baring Bay, about two leagues
from shore, which may possibly cover a shoal or very low islet. Distant Iand
in the Queen’s Channel, apparently Baillic Hamilton Island, &c., bore from
N. by E. to N.E. by E. Cape Osborn borc N.N.W., and the Black Mount
above our boat N.W. by N. Whilst taking a sketch of the bays and distant
points, the ice quartermaster and some of the boat’s crew meantime crected a
cairn on the north side of the hill, the others being employed cooking dinner,
&c., grepamtory to our departurc. We finished the cairn at 3.30. p.m., and
placed beneath it a tin cylinder, containing a record of our proccedings thus
far. On descending the hill we discovered an ancient Esquimaux encampment
on its acclivity, consisting of a pile of fissile rocks of semi-circular form in
front of a natural wall of the stratified rock which jutted out from the side of
the hill. We dug beneath it, but found nothing. The rock, a dark brown
coloured limestone, highly crystalline, and the surface embossed with the
elegant scarlet lichen (Lecanore elegans). On our return we had our usual
meal of cold bacon and biscuit, with some tea.

At 5 p.v. we struck the tent to commence our return to the boat, the state of
the weather unfortunately precluding any astronomical observations beingtaken for
fixing the positions of the land, which have evidentl{y been laid down much in error
in the chart. Passing onc of the largest lakes I'had several shots at a pair of red-
throated divers; they had a young one on the lake, which I shot, and started
again at 6.20. p.v.  We encamped for the night in the midst of the unsheltered
waste of snow, nearly half-way back to our boat at 10.30. r..

Saturday 28th.—At 8 a.m., breakfasted, struck the tent, and started again at
9.30 A.M.  This was about thc most uncomfortable night we had yet passed,
blowing a hard gale of wind, accompanied by a fall of snow, and clouds
of drift, and so cold that we could not get warm all night. The wind finding its
way under the tent, shaking it so violently, that we expected every moment
the poles would give way, and the canvass come down upon us for a coverlet.
The thermometer stood at 29°. The watch during the night heard a distant
sound, like the bellowing of cattle. Probably, the musk ox, whose foot 11)1‘iuts I
fell in with yesterday, but concealed from view, by the ridge of hills inland of
us: for sounds may be heard at a great distance, in the highly rarified state of
the air, in the still solitudes of these regions. This snowy desert was here and
there dotted over with boulders of rock, richly ormamented with the beautiful
and bright scarlet lichen, and intersected by numerous rivulets and lakelets,
some of the largest of which were now half frozen over; and the ice on the less
rapid fresh water courses permitted the sledge being quickly drawn over by the
whole party without breaking. At 11 A.m. we rounded a deep curvature in the
shores of the bay, the wind edging round to its old quarter in the N.W., snowing
with a strong drift. Saw three or f'ou(ll' tern, whose vociferous clamour over
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our heads proclaimed their anxiety for the safety of their young, evidently
not far off. At intervals we heard the wild deep toned and mournful
cry of the red-throated diver, rising from some adjacent lake, music to the ears
of us lone wanderers, in the dearth of life and sound around us. We saw one
large flock of ducks only, going south. At 11.30 .M. crossed an elbow of the
low shores, forming a considerable convexity in the bay, from which a dee
curve ran up beyond it ; bounded on the west by a low black point, covered wit
broken up fragments of limestone, faced with the scarlet lichen, and abundantly
fossiliferous, more especially in corallines, of which I collected some specimens.
Here we became enveloped in a thick fog, which, with snow, continued till we
reached our old encampment. At 2 p.. crossed a patch of loose dark sand,
and the sledge party rested for a few minutes necar a rapid stream, after
crossing which, the sledge soon came upon its outward track of yesterday, Saw
three or four sandpipers, and wounded an Arctic gull; which, falling somewhere
in a dark shingle water course, about a quarter of a mile from where I shot it, I
lost, after making a considerable detour from the sledge’s course in search of it,
for I have not yet been able to obtain a specimen of this solitary bird, mostly
met with singly, or in pairs; and of which we have secn only three or four
individuals throughout our journey; all very shy and wary. On coming up
with the sledge, we were drawing near the Black Mount, and I proceeded on
ahead of my party to see if all wasright. Reached the boat and caché at 4 r.m.
in the midst of a snow storm, with the wind at N.W. Found everything as we
left them, with the exception of the gratifying sight of open water in the cove;
all the ice having been driven out during our absence, by the southerly winds,
which blew for a few hours, lcaving only a narrow belt of loosc sludge near the
beach, and no impediment in the way of getting to sca in the boat. %t was just
low water, and the large urn shaped masses of ice were left high and dry in
hollows in the bed of shingle which they had made for themselves, in the ebb
and flow of the tides, and to the repeated action of which they owe their hour-
glass form. On the arrival of the sledge, we pitched the tent on the old spot.
A large flock of ducks alighted in the bay this cvening.

Sunday 29th.—We did not risc until 8 an,  This is the finest morning that
we have experienced since leaving the ship; and all our clothing and bedding
being so saturated with moisture, as to prevent any of us from sleeping last
night, I took advantage of the favourable change in the weather to have every-
thing spread outside the tent to dry. Being Sunday, I determined to make it a
day of rest to recruit the exhausted energics of my men, before we commenced
our homeward voyage. All still fecling more or less the effects of the fatigue
attending their unremitting exertions for the last two days; onc evincing a
slight disposition to snow blindness, and another some dental irritation.

After they had all bad the great comfort of an ablution and shave, I read
part of the morning service to them in the tent. Our dinner, as yesterday,
consisted of a warm mess of prescrved mutton, soup and potatoes, with Burton
ale.© Wind round to the westward, breaking up the winter’s floe in the inlet,
west of the encampment, and which was rapidly drifting out past us. The rise
and fall of tide here is considerable, some six fect, probably. The wind this
evening shifted to the N.W., with a fall of snow in large flakes. Night overcast
and musty, with a black looking horizon to the northward. We turned in at
9 p.M.
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Rogier Head, South.

Monday, August 30th.—I was up this morning and outside the tent as early
as four o'’clock to look around, and, having well weighed both our present
position and future prospects, to determine on the best course to be adopted ;
when, taking into consideration the advanced period of the season and unpromising
appearance of the weather, that nothing further could be accomplished in the
search northward and castward of this bay, I very reluctantly decided on return-
ing to the ship, and we commenced stowing the boat and making preparations
for our return.

At 9.30 A.a., we crected a cairn on the summit of the Black Mount, which I
called Mount Providence, in commemoration of our providential deliverance from
as perilous a position as a boat could possibly have escaped from,—placing
beneath the cairn a tin cylinder, enclosing a record of our proceedings, of which
the following is a copy :—

Menoranoum.—A boat expedition from Her Majesty’s ship ¢ North Star,”
at Erebus and Terror Bay, Beechey Island, in search of Sir John Franklin,
arrived here on Monday August 23d, at midnight, during a gale of wind and
heavy sea which carried away the rudder of the boat and nearly swamped her.

On Thursday last, sledged on the snow over the low lands round the head of
the bay, without finding any opening to the eastward or traces of the missing
cxpedition ; returning to the boat on Saturday afternoon. Weather during the
preceding week has been most unfavourable, blowing, snowing, and foggy, with
the thermometer constantly below the freezing point. The lakes frozen over,
and every appearance of winter rapidly sctting in.

Launched the boat this morning on the making of the tide, to return down
Wellington Strait and examine the bays along its castern shores. A memoran-
dum of our sledge journcy has been deposited under a cairn erected on the
summit of the northern point of the bay.

R. M‘Cormick,

Monday, August 30th, 1852. Officer Commanding Party.

To the inlet running up on the west side of Mount Providence, from S.S.W.
to N.N.E,, I gave the name of Dragleybeck, in commemoration of the birthplace
of Sir John Barrow, Bart, and in compliment to his son, John Barrow,
Esq., of the Admiralty, F.R.S,, who, following up his father’s carcer, has earncd
for himself u distinguished position in the history of Arctic discovery by his
noble and unceasing efforts in furthering the search for the brave but ill-fated
Franklin and the rest of our long-lost countrymen.

The chain of lakelets on the moorland I named, after two near relatives, the
Louisa and Marianne Lakes.
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Franklin’s Beacon, S.8.E,

Descending to the ridge, which is about fifty feet above the beach, and from
thence to the lower one on which the tent stands, we struck it, and erected
another cairn on the spot where it stood. 'The rocks here are sparingly fossili-
ferous. It was a very low tide this morning, being out a hundred fect from the
last high-water mark.

After a luncheon of cold bacon and ale, to fortify the boat’s crew for their
long pull they had before them to the next bay, against a head wind and pinch-
ingly cold air, we about noon launched the boat between the heavy hummocks
of ice aground, five or six feet in height when high and dry. Had snow, fog,
and mist, with a short head-sea to buffet with; the drops of water froze on the
blades of the oars as they rose from the sea after each stroke, and accumulating
till the lower edges became fringed with pendant icicles ; the water shipped over
the bows soon froze at the bottom of the boat, so that had there been much
sea on we should soon have had a very dangerous kind of immoveable glacier-
like ballast.

We saw a seal or two, a flock of ducks, a few dovekies, fulmar petrel, and the
arctic gull. At 6.45 r.m., on rounding Eden Point, the trending of the coast in
a S.W. direction enabled us to make sail. We carried away a temporary rudder
which we had constructed just before we started out of the head of a cask from
the wreck of the  M‘Lellen,” American whaler, lost by the unfortunate but
cnterprising scaman, Captain Quayle.

At 7.30 p.m. we doubled Cape Osborn, and, a quarter of an hour afterwards,
Franklin’s Beacon, standing forth through the mist in strong relief from the side
of the ridge. At 9.30 p.m. reached our old place of encampment in Refuge
Bay. Iound much more snow here than when we left it last, being very deep
in places. Pitched the tent close to our cairn, snowing all the time, and
pinching work to the men's fingers. Thermometer 27°.  ‘T'he state of the tide
prevented us from hauling up the boat on the shingle ridge, which, for greater
security, I always get done if possible; we were therefore obliged to let her ride
in the cove with an anchor out on shore.

Tuesday 31st.—The morning's dawn brought with it the same kind of
weather as yesterday—snow, mist, and fog. Rosc at 6.30 Am.  The first fox
( Canis lagopus) was scen by the watch last night near the boat ; represented to
have been of a brown and white colour. I found my ancroid barometer this
morning quite useless, having sustained some injury from being thrown on the
beach in the clothes-bag in clearing the boat, and into which it had been acci-
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dentally put. This was a serious loss to me, as I had intended measuring all
the heights with it in returning down channel.

From the Point. I took sketches of the two Capes south of the bay, together
with the opposite coast of Cornwallis Land.

At 2,45 p.u. Having embarked everything, we pulled all round the bay,
closely examining its shores, and landing at all remarkable points. At about
half & mile from the top got soundings in thirteen fathoms, and within less than
a cable’s length of the shore the soundings gave four fathoms very regularly
The winter's floe had not yet broken up in a creek at its south-western.
cxtremity, and young ice had formed here to the thickness of four inches.
This is the only safe and well-sheltered bay along the whole of this coast for
anchoring a ship.

Saw several seals, gulls, and dovekies, and shot one of the latter. Landed
at a little cove for a few minutes to examine the rocks, and sounded again, still
getting four fathoms. At 5.30 p.M. landed near a black cliff in a thick snow
storm, and examined a remarkable-looking ravine running up from it.

6.30 p.M.—Had to pull through a quantity of sludge ice round the-outer
point in clearing the bay. Took a sketch of the headlands and entrance to the
bay from the southward. Shot at and struck a seal, but he escaped us. Saw
four or five ducks.

At 8.30 p.v., doubled the next Cape, to which I gave the name of Toms,
after my friend the Assistant Surgeon of the “North Star,” an enterprising
young officer. At 9.30 r.m. passed the Point where the cylinder and memo-
randa were found coming up channel, which I called Domville Point, after
my friend and brother-officer the Surgeon of the  Resolute.” About 10.30 p.m.
entered Emery Bay, and encamped on a fine hard shingle ridge.

Wednesday, September 1st.—I was awoke between 3 and 4 o'clock this
morning by the ice quarter-master, who had the watch, running into the tent,
and reporting that our boat was swamping in the surf by a sudden squall
coming on with the flood-tide.  On hastening down to the beach I found her
broadside on, and half full of water and sand. On getting her round, head to
sca and stern in-shore, we succeeded, after some labour and a thorough
drenching, in getting everything out of her, and harling her up above the
shingle ridge; capsizing her as soon as she was sufficiently clear of the
breakers, to empty out the water and sand. It now blew a hard north-westerly
gale; the sky was densely overcast, and the air pinchingly cold: thermo-
meter 29°,

Breakfasted at 8 A.m. The boisterous state of the weather not affording the
slig. st prospect of ouy, being able to make a move to-day, with such a sea
running outside; therefore, after drying the things, and repairing the damages
sustained by the morning’s disaster—fortunately nothing of a more serious
nature to our provisions than the soaking of an ullage of biscuit in salt water—
I planned an excursion round the inland ridges of hills ; and, to spread the search
more widely, scparated our party into three divisions of two men in each,
taking our guns in the hope of meeting with some game, such at least as these
desolate shores have to offer.  'We started at 5 p.m., leaving only the cook for
the day in charge of the encampment, and a gun to defend himself from bruin,
should it be needed. I directed one division to ascend the ridges south of the
bay, another directly inland, whilst myself, accompanied by one of the boat’s
crew, procceded up the hill to the north; first, passing through a romantic-
looking, deep, and narrow ravine, with steep precipices on either side formed of
limestone rock, banded horizontally in places with veins of gypsum three or
fourinchesin thickness, I entered this ravine last night, whilst supper was getting
ready, and traced the foot-prints of a fox to his domicile in the rocks ; but saw
nothing of him this morning. Following a zig-zag course for about a mile; the
black crags breaking through the white mantle of snow which now deeply
covers the land, gave it a very picturesque appearance, terminating in an open
space between the hills. On emerging, we ascended the hill bounding it on
tEc right, and shaped a south-easterly course, so as to fall into the track of the
other divisions of our party on the central ridge. On sighting them we
descended to the shores of the bay, examining the beach all round to the encamp-
ment, without meeting with the slightest traces or indication of any one having
preceded us here, and not a living t}ii)n% to break the death-like stillness and
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Cnpe Toms, bearing S.W.

utter desolation of the scene. We reached the tent at 7 p.m., and the other
arties returned soon afterwards with the same results.

When on the highest ridges, I carefully observed the appearances of the land
in an casterly direction within the extent of vision for any apparent break of
continuity that might afford an indication of water beyond, never losing sight
of the possibility of Jones’s Sound sweeping round in its course near the heads of
some of the decper inlets of the Wellington Chanuel, taking a westerly course
from Baffin’s Bay in the direction of Baring Bay, as Jones’s Sound is represented
to do in the chart. DBut neither Baring Bay nor the two other bays that I have
since closely examined afford any indication of the vicinity of open water.  An
intermediate series of ridges of hills, one just rising above the other, and for the
most part running parui’lel with the coast, bound the tops of all the bays;
and I have never seen the gulls or other sea-fowl fly inland to the castward,
although { have at all times watched them narrowly in their flight.

Thursday, 2d.—Breakfasted at 7 a.». The violent gusts of wind, accompanied
by heavy snow-drift, during the night, nearly blew down cur tent, and the air
was excessively cold.  Anxiously waiting for the gale to abate, to proceed on
our voyage. After sketching the encampment and the adjacent hills, I walked
up the ravine, and filled 2 haversack with specimets from the gypsum vein,
Dined at 1.30 p.m., and built a cairn near the tent, under which 1 deposited a
tin cylinder, enclosing the usual record of our proceedings. The gale abating
during the day, as soon as the sea had sufficiently subsided I took advantage
of the temporary lull to start at 4 p.m., notwithstanding a dark threatening
horizon, with the hope of reaching our old quarters in Griffin Bay before we
should encounter a sceond cdition of the gale, which it was but too evident
was brewing up in the north. On starting, saw a solitary snow-bunting on the
beach. We sounded in crossing the bay with a line of twenty-three fathoms,
and no bottom at this depth. The ridges round the top of the bay have a mean
height of about two hundred feet.

I sailed round the next semicircular bay, which I called “ Fitton Bay,” after
an old friend and distinguished geologist, Dr. I'itton (who was the first to
direct my attention to the structurc of that highly intercsting and remarkable
island, Kerguelen's Land—Desolation Isle of &uptnin Cook—in the southern
scas). Closely and carefully examined its shores and ridges, and got soundings in
from four to five fathoms at a hundred yards from the beach.  There is no shoal
water in cither of these bays, both being deep.  The boat got into heavy rollers
outside of the headlands ; one or two of which struck her, filling us with more
water than we needed, having had enough of that element alveady. A black
threatening squall rising to windward, we exerted every effort to reach Griffin
Bay before it overtook us. At 5.30. r.:m. we rounded Cape Grinnell, in a snow
storm, into smooth water.  Saw the provision cairn on the point, and two scals
swimming. Sailed close in shore round the bay, which is mnargined by a shingly
beach, with hummocks of ice aground all round (as usual on all these shores),
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backed by a ridge of hills from 100 to 200 feet in hight, receding inland in the
form of an amphitheatre.

On first rounding the north point, an arm of the bay runs intothe N.E.; here
we passed o snug little creek enclosed in the shingle banks, leaving an opening
Just sufficient for admitting a boat, secure from ice and weather ; but having a
fair wind, I was anxious to make the most of it, inauspicious as was the aspect
of the heavens, '

We reached the top of the bay, which is about six miles in depth, at 7 ..,
and found a low shin {)e and mud flat, backed by boggy ground, and extending
inland to the basc o% the amphitheatre of hills, interspersed near the beach by
pools of water, which appeared to be full of small fish, as the gulls were far
more numerous here than at any other spot we have yet visited. Eularge group
of kittiwakes and fulmar petrel, with an ivory gull or two amongst them, were
evidently making a good Em‘vest, repeatedly rising with a fish about the size of
a pilchard in their beaks after each rapid downward plunge in the water. A
solitary arctic gull was actively carrying on at the same time his buccaniering
depredations amongst them whenever an opportunity offered for robbing an
unlucky gull of its prey, by compelling it to drop the fish with a scream, which,
with great tact, was caught by this sca rover before it dropped into the water.

I ran the boat’s head in, but the water was so shoal that she grounded at too
great a distance from the beach to effect a landing; and just as I was about
stepping out at a more favourable spot, a little further on, with the intention of
shooting some of the birds and obtaining specimens of the fish they had
swallowed, a bear was discovered on the floe which filled up the inlet at the
S.W. corner of the bay. Bruin being considered by allhands, and certainly not
the least so by myself, higher game than the gulls, the sail was hoisted instanter,
and the boat’s head in a f%w minutes was dashing through the swell (which was
now sctting into the more exposed part of the bay ) before the wind in the direction
bruin was leisurely pacing along the ice, on the look out for a sesl, several of
which were swimming about the bay. Before we reached the floc, which was of
young ice already six inches in thickness, he had, however, taken alarm, and
made off' for the land, disappearing behind a point jutting out from the inlet.

Finding that the squall which had been threatening for some time was
now coming in good earnest upon us, I brought the boat’s head round for the
south headland of the bay, the site of -our former encampment upon the way up
channel, in a sheltered cove a little within the headland; but as we became more
and more exposed to the sea setting into the bay, in a boat so deep in the water,
and so leaky from one of her planks having been stove in by the ice in the bad
weather we had been incessantly exposed to, the water from the leak, together
with the occasional shipping of a sea, so gained upon us, notwithstanding that a
hand was kept unceasingly baling her out, and having no rudder, we had to bear
up for the nearest land to us, distant ne]::xrly two miles, although unfortunatcly a
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lee shorc, on which a heavy surf was breaking. We got soundings in twelve
fathoms, and saw a second bear. Selecting the most favourable spot that offered
for beaching the boat, in a curve of the coast somewhat protected from the
rollers by a Jow point, we backed her in stern foremost, letting go the anchor
over the bows, and running a line out astern to the shore so as to keep her head
to the sea till everything was got out of her, and fortunately landed without
sustaining any damage from the surf, which was breaking heavily against the
boat’s quarter, save and except a drenching to ourselves.

Before we had hauled her up between the masses of ice into a place of
security for the night, on the shingle beach the thermometer fell as low as 25°.
The air was bitingly cold, and snowing all the time.

After pitching the tent on a fine hard shingle ridge, clear of snow, the fire
lighted, and supper, with a cup of warm tea, under cover of the canvas, wo turned
into our felt-bags for the night, and soon forgot our toils in a sound sleep.

Friday, 3d.—Passed the most comfortable night that we have yet had, the
ground being hard dry shingle on which our buffalo robes were spread. We
were confined within the tent all day by stress of weather, which has been
most winterly. Blowing, as usual, a hard north-westerly gale, with heavy snow
drift, half burying the tent, the sky overcast with a dense mist, and continuous
fall of fine snow. Thermometer throughout the day standing as low as 26°,
and the air piercingly cold. The fire outside of the tent took double the usual
time in boiling the kettle; and the pemmican which we had for dinner to-day,
for the first time since we left the ship, was hard frozen when taken out of the
case.

I had a shot at an eider duck which alighted in the bay. A few glaucus
gulls (Larus glaucus) flew past the little inlet, which I named Sophia Cove. I
occupied myself this evening with my plans of search. Had the last of our
Burton ale to-day, and turned into our sFeeping-bags at about 10 p.n.

Saturday, 4th.—Weather much the same as yesterday, prevented us from
putting to sea; but, as the wind and snowdrift had somewhat abated, I formed
a party for a bear-hunting excursion to the top of the bay, when just as we
were getting our guns ready for starting bruin himself anticipated our purpose
by suddenly making his appearance, and thus saved us a day’s buffetting with
this inclement weather. One of the boat’s crew having reported him in sight,
on going outside of the tent I saw a fine full-grown bear (Ursus maritimus)
sauntering leisurely along the beach, about mitfway between us and a point
towards the entrance to the bay, to which I gave the name of Bear Point.  As
his course was direct for the encampment, I ordered my party within the tent,
to avoid alarming him, whilst I watched his movements from the door. Bruin,
however, evidently suspecting that all was not right, suddenly altered his course
to pass inland of the tent, at the back of the shingle ridge above it. The instant
he disappeared behind the ridge, I made direct for it, to intercept him, desiring
my party to be ready with their rifles to cut off his retreat should he happen
to escape the fire from my old double-barrel, which had, a quarter of a century
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before, been fatal to bruin’s race in the Island of Spitzbergen. On my rising
the ridge, bruin turned his head inland, when, after firing both barrels, the ball
from the second one brought him on his haunches; at the distance of sixty yards
from me. It was only for an instant, howevér, for:he gathered himself up
again, and retreated towards the beach, evidently mortally wounded:; andiafter
running the gauntlet of a whole volley.of balls from the rifles and muskets of the
boat’s crew, who, being too eager and ‘excited, I suppose, fired so hurriedly that
not a ball took effect ; and under their fire he took to the water, swimming out
into the bay for the distance of two.or three hundred yards, when'he wore
round with his head in shore, unable any longer to make head against the wind,
which was blowing dead on shore. His last efforts to struggle against it must
have been.desperate, for he had no sooner bore up.than his huge form floated
on the water a lifeless mass, just as I was about launching the boat to go in
pursuit of him. After a short interval the wind drifted him on shore about two
hundred yards from our encampment, to which we bore him on the sledge ; and,
cold as it was, set about skinning him immediately; when, strange enough, we
found on examination that my second ball was the only one'that had struck
-him, entering about a foot above the insertion of the tail, and an inch on the
left side of the spine, literally drilling him through, and making its cxit by the |
mouth, splintering two of the canine teeth as it passed out. As a proof of the
extreme tenacity of life in these hardy creatures, this animal had one of the
largest internal arteries divided by the ball in its course, which poured out so
much blood that it was streaming from his mouth and nostrils in such a torrent
as to dye the surf around him of a deep crimson colour as we hauled him up
on the beach, and on opening, the body a deluge of the crimson fluid flowed
out. Yet with this dea({)ly wound he managed to run at his usual spced about
two hundred yards to the beach, and then swim against a head sea for at the
least as great a distance further, making fearful struggles until the moment
of his last gasp for breath.

He mensured seven and a half feet in length, was finely moulded, and in
excellent condition. We had a rump steak off him, as an addition to our pem-
mican dinner, and found it infinitely better eating than some of the beef I have
tasted which had been supplied the ship. At midnight the wind veered round
more to the north, with a dark horizon in that.quarter. Thermometer 26°. Fahr.

Sunday, 5th.—No change in the weather, boisterous as ever, and thermometer
at 26°.—Had bear steaks for breakfast. Read part of the Morning Service to my
part%r in the tent. Saw several seals swimming about the bay, and anothcr bear
on the floe at its upper end, but not within our reach: I could just make him
out with the aid of my telescope. An ivory gull (Larus eburneus), showing
great confidence, hovered about the rcmains of bruin during the greater part
of the day, apparently enjoying a most sumptuous feast. Several glaucus
gulls shyly hovered over in passing by, but did not venture to alight: saw also
a solitary snow bunting. -

Night threatening, with a black and lurid sky, still blowing hard, with much
surf in the bay. ind shifted round to its old quarter in the N.W, again, with
the thermometer down to 24°, and bitterly cold. ,

Monday, 6th. —Rose at 6a.. Wind more off the land and somewhat moderated,
with less sea on outside; the young ice at the upper inlet of the bay which had
been broken up by the swell setting on it during the gale, was drifting out past
us in considerable quantity, forming a belt along shore.

Commenced preparations for shifting our encampment into the next bay, as
soon as the swell along shore subsided sufficiently to cnable us to get the
boat afloat, and round the headland, the vicinity of which, and summit of Cape
Bowden, I was anxiously desirous of more thoroughly examining than my time

crmitted of when outward bound. Erected a cairn upon the ridge where we
Ead encamped, and deposited beneath it a cylinder containing a record of our
proceedings. ‘

At 10.30 A.M., on the wind and sca going down, we launched the boat, and
had to row through sludge and brash, intermixed with hard floe pieces of the
bay or young ice, which so impeded the progress of the boat that the crew had
2. most laborious hours pull in getting through little more than a mile of it.

We landed at our old place of encampment en-passant to look for the musk-ox
skull which we had accidentally left therc. But the change which the place had

Fe?
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undergone during our absence had been so great that we could barely recognize
it. The heavy seas setting upon this shore during the late almost continuous
succession of north-westerly gales had washed away the old beach, and thrown
ridge upon ridge of shingle higher up the embankment, bringing the spot where
our tent stood some yards nearer to the water’s edge. We could nowhere find
the horns ; they must either have been washed away or buried beneath the con-
fused heaps of shingle and huge hummocks of stranded ice.

At 1 r.m., after rounding Cape M‘Bain, we hauled the boat up on a hard
shingly beach, on the north side of Clark Bay, about half way up, and pitched
the tent on a fine dry part of the ridge, on the margin of a frozen lake. Saw
several gulls sitting on the beach ; and just as.I landed a solitary raven ( Corvus
corax), hovering overhead to reconnoitre our proceedings, fell a victim to his
curiosity. I fired at him, and he fell dead upon the surface of the frozen lake.
"This bay appears to be a favourite retreat of the ravens ; we saw several on our
last visit here, but none elsewhere. At 3 r.v. we had our usual warm mess for
dinner, and opened the last gutta-percha case of biscuit. Three of our party
having eaten rather too freely of the bear's liver for supper last night, complained
to-day of violent headache, which readily yielded to & smart cathartic dose of
medicine.

At 5 r.m. I left the encampment, accompanied by one of my party, on a
searching excursion over the ridges round the bay, to the summit of Cape
Bowden, a distance of about six miles from the tent.  Our coprse lay over a
succession of ridges, and through ravines filled with deep snow, in many places
above the knees at cvery step we set, and in the snow drifts crossing some of
the decp hollows even up to the waist. We had to climb one very steep hill,
separated from Cape Bowden by a decp saddle-like depression, nearly filled by
a frozen lake. We rapidly descended to this, but had another toilsome ascent
up the steep acclivities of the Cape; and on reaching the summit had to
walk & mile further over deep snow before I found the “ Rescuc’s” cairn,
which stands on the southern extremity of the ridge. We reached the spot
at 7 r.M. I drew from beneath the pile of stones a broken common green quart
bottle, containin? a gutta-percha case, enclosing the usual printed notice on
yellow paper left by the searching parties from the ¢ Lady Franklin” and
“Sophia.” I tore a leaf from my memorandum book, and wrote on it
a record of my visit, which I put in, and replaced the bottle in the cairn.
Having taken a rough sketch of the coast, extending from Point Bowden to
Cape Spencer, the whole outline of which appeared displayed beneath as on a
map from this clevation. I commenced my return, and on reaching the extreme
craggy north point of the ridge, I took another sketch of our encampment on
the other side of Clark Bay, with Cape Grinnell and the headlands scen jutting
out beyond it to the north. 'The spot on which I stood was a rugged crag,
overhanging Wellington Channel ; the chasm or deep gorge which cleft the crag
in two, forming a stéep and precipitous descent to the beach below, wasin part
treacherously arched over with a frail crust of snow, rendering it a dangerous
place to a})proach in a thick snow-drift, as onc false step would hurl the
wanderer headlong into the frowning gulf below. The brown weather-worn
surface of the limestone strata was so arranged in horizontal layers on cither
side as to resemble reams of brown paper piled one above another more than
anything else; as these vertical sections, on which the snow could find no resting-
place, Eeered from beneath its otherwise universal covering of the land  In the
valley beneath lay the still frozen surface of the lake. Looking up channel the
northern horizon presented a very remarkable tint of the deepest indigo blue—
a peculiar tint, I do not recollect ever having scen before, and bounding it like o
narrow band or streak, the sky clsewhere %cing overcast all round, with the
exception of a wild glare of light which gleamed through the black canopy
shrouding Cornwallis Land on the opposite shore. I heard the lively note of
the snow-bunting, the only indication of life around us in this still and desolate
solitude. We neither saw bird or beast clse throughout the whole of our
excursion, Occasionally a track of the fox or hare met the cye, and we saw the
footprints of the ptarmigan (Zelrao lagopus) on the acclivity of Cape Bowden,

After descending from the crag into the valley to the lake beneath, we toiled
up the steep face of' the ridge on the other side not a little jaded and fatigued
with the rough and rugged outward journcy, and the agrecable prospect before
us of a return over the same course,now with monotony instcad of novelty

-
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for companionship. It was now 8 r.m., and we reached the tent at 10 pu
Thermometer down to 21°. Night foggy, with light airs.

Tuesday, 7th. The wind this morning suddenly shifted round to the S.W.,
accompanied by a fall of snow, which, with a strong breeze blowing, confined
us to the tent until about 5 p.m., when the weather cleared up, but the wind
being against our going down channel, together with some heavy streams of ba
ice in the offing, brought over from the opposite shore by the shift of wind,
delayed our departure to-day.

At the time of setting the first watch for the night, the moon appeared in a
bright crescent form, shining forth through an opening in sowe light fleccy
clouds, which were passing across the clear blue ethereal sky; the evening star was
peeping over the ridge at the back of the tent, twinkling with unusual bright-
ness, just above a faint red streak of light which skirted the horizon s and here
and there a star of the first magnitude was just becoming visible in the zenith
and the western portion of the heavens. The thermometer had fallen to 24°.

Wednesday, 8th.—This is the first fine day, that we have really had since we
left the ship; the sun, which for the last three weeks has been an entire stranger
to us, now shone forth from a clear blue sky. When I registered the thermo-
meter, however, at six oclock this morning, it was as low as twenty degrees
below the freezing point, having fallen no less than twelve degrees during the
night—from 24° to 12°.  The maximum during our voyage of three weeks was
only 31°, minimum 12°, and the mean 21°, never having at any time risen above
the freezing point. The mecan of eight days, taken with the aneroid before it
was damaged was 29° 54’. It was bitterly cold within the tent, my south-
wester, 1nitts, and Esquimaux boots were hard frozen under my head, where
they had formed a substitute for a pillow.

fter breakfast we built our Jast cairn on the spot of our last bivouac, and
buried beneath it a tin cylinder containing the following record of our pro-
ceedings :— .

ME&O.—A boat expedition up Wellington Channel in search of Sir John
Franklin, Left Her leIajesty’s ship “ North Star” at Ercbus and Terror Bay,
Beechey Island, on Thursday morning the 19th of August, and after a close
examination of Baring Bay by sledging round its shores on the snow, without
finding any opening to the eastward, on returning down channel searched
every bay, inlet, and headland alon%r{the coast without discovering any traces of
thelost ships. Encamped here on Monday, September 6th, and the boat is now
launching to return to the ship. The weather throughout the whole of this
time has been most tempestuous—continued gales of wind, accompanied by thick
weather and a short, broken sea with a heavy swell, very dangerous for boats.
The thermometer, which has never been above the freezing point, fell last night
twelve degrees, from 24° to 12° Fahr. The young ice formed in the bay, and
the whole of the land is enveloped in a white mantle of snow. But few animals
have been secn, vegetation being very scanty. Traces of the musk ox, how-
ever, and its horns were found, and three haves seen in this bay. On Saturday
last I shot a large bear on the south side of Griffin Bay. '

R. M‘Cormick, Officer Commanding Party.

Wednesday Morning, Sept. 8th, 1851, ‘

Having struck the tent and stowed the boat, we launched her at 10.30 a.m.
and made sail with a fresh and far brecze round Cape Bowden, outside of
which there was still a short broken sea in the channcl; but we carried on
through it without taking in areef. Reached Cape Spencer at 4 p.ar., after a
finc passage of five hours and a half, under sail the whole way. Here we hauled
the boat into a small creek between the shingle ridges, and lighting a fire on the
bank of shingle, commenced cooking our dinner, when a boat under sail, and
standing towards us, hove in sight, coming round the point of the shingle spit
which divides Ercbus and Terror Bay from Union Bay, and on which the graves
are situated. ~ On reaching us we found that it was the second gig, in charge
of the sccond master, with provisions to be left en cachd at Cape Osborn ; but
she was far too late to have the slightest chance of accomplishing this object.
In my own mind I doubted much ker reaching even our last place of encamp-
ment, which we left this morning.

The news we obtained from her of the arrival of Lady Franklins vessel,
the “Isabel,” from England during our absence, having only sailed again this
morning on her homeward voyage, \\ﬁls %tlite unexpected.

DRI
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I.winged a young silvery gull here (Larus argentatus) which I took on board
.. with me alive. L 1
As sooh as we -had finished our dinner we shoved off, and instead of going
round Beechey Island made sail across Union Bay (the winter’s floe having
cleared ont during our absence). The moon shone brightly forth just above the
cairn on the summit of Cape Spencer. Rounding the point of the spit, on
opening: the © North Star,” she hoisted her colours, and we ran up ours; the.
bugle sounded on board, which I answered by firing off my gun, o
. At 8,30 p.m. ran alongside, when I had the pleasing gratification of finding
letters for myselffrom home, sent me by my friend Mr. Barrow, of the Admiralty,.
together with piles of news agers brought out for the squadron. Lo
The following is a list of the names of the crew, selected from ten volunteers
. who offered to accompany me in H.M. boat “ Forlorn Hope ”.
, Thomas Rands, wt., 30, Ice-quartermaster.
Edward Millikin, ,, 25, Able scaman.
James Nugent, ,, 27, Able seaman.
Eleazer J. Clark,,, 39, Royal Marines.
George Burns, ,, 25, Able seaman.
John Frost, » 23, Do. do.
. Of the .cool, steady, praiscworthy conduct of all, the unanimous good
feeling :shown towards each other, and respectful attention to'myself on all
. occasions, I cannot speak too highly. They deserve my warmest approbation ;.
~and I trust; that their meritorious services will not pass unnoticed. . Thomas:
Rands I found a most able and efficient petty officer. He also gave universal;
satisfaction in serving out our daily rations, which I committed to his charge..
‘ R. M‘Cormick, R.N.

. Last oF GAME KILLED BY. R. M‘CorMick, R.N.

. Names. _ No.
Polar Bear: -, '~ - - Ursus maritimus - -- - - - 1
Arctic Fox - - - - Conislagopus- - - - - - 2
ArcticHare - - - - Lepusborealis - - - . - 6
Demming -+ = - -~ - Georyhchus lemmus - - - - - 1.
Raven - - =~ = - gorvua'lzoram - e e et a4
* Ptarmig -« = = - Telrao lagopus - - -~ - - =2
Gh-eenlgnfxcll1 Finch - - -Pringilla- .- - - - . .2
.Sandpiper | - - - - Iringa mavitima - - - -~ - - 4
Lit{le Auk - . - - -dleaalle - - - - - - - 4
Dovekie, - - - - ~Uriagrylle - - - - - -10
Loom -~ ~- - - - Uria brunnichii S - e . a8
Red-throated Diver - - - Colymbus sepentrionalid (young) - - 1
Tern '~ - - - - Sterna arctica - - - - - -1 =
Fulmar Petrel - - - - Procellaria glacialis- - - - . 2
Ivory Gull - - - - - - Laruscburneus - - . - - 9
Silvery Gall - - - - Lorus argentatus - - - - - 2
Glaucous Gull - - - - Larusgloucus - - - - - - 1
FEider Duck - - - - Anas mollissime - - - - -9
Pintail Duck - - - - Anascaudacuta - - - - - 3
-1

King Duck - - - - Andsepeitabilis - - - -

|

Total - . -

RN
=

DIMENSIONS of the PorAR BEAR (Male), shot September 4th, 1852,,

in Griffin Bay, Wellington Channel.
Fect. Inches.

Length - - - - - - - 786
Greatest circumference of body - - -~ § 6
Do. do. bead - - - 2 8
Do. do. neck - -3 8
Length of head - - - - <« -1 6
Do. of fore-leg (from shoulder-joint) -3 2
Circumference of do. -, - - -~ 2 2
Length of hind-leg (from hip-joint) - - 30
Circumference of do,. - - - - - 2 0
Length of fore paw - - - - 10
Circumference of do. e - - ~19
Leogth of hindpaw - =~ = - - 1 9
Circumference of do. - - - - 19

Estimated weight - - = 1,000Ibs.
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.Caswall Tower, from Beechay Island,

" Concruping RemArks on the search for Sir John Franklin, the probable position
-of the «“ Erebus” and “ Terror,” and fate of their crews. !

o

My experience during the late voyage and winter passed on the very same
:8pot where Franklin spent his, and where all traces of him cease, have most
decidedly confirmed me in the opinion I-had ventured to express in my plans of
search 'some five years ago,—viz.; ‘that the missing expedition passed up the

. Wellington Channel .into the Polar Sea, and was to be sought amongst the

archipelago of islands and drifting packs of .ice with which that sea 18 most

unquestionably encumbered, and where the search should ke made with

efficient well-equipped boats adapted for encountering the packs of ice, strong

currents, and dangerous intricacies, inseparable from such & navigation,

. Eromising nought ‘else but destruction to ships. From boats alone cou%d an
hope .be entertained «of a rescue of our gallant countrymen, ere they fell
victims to the combined effects of frost.and famine,—for in these two expressive
words, all their privations may probably be summed up,—and if too late to save
them, of discovering any traces they may have left beflind them.

At; that early period of the search I'believe I stood alone in this opinion. "The
general impression was, that the ships -had been arrested in the ice to the south-
' ward .and westward of Melville Island; consequently, the main efforts for carry-
ing on the search took that direction,, There are few perhaps who will now dis-

" pute.ny views, or.their originality, which the Parliamentary rccords have secured.

My reasons for coming to the conclusion I then did need not be recapitulated
here, they having been fully explained in my plans submitted at tge, time,
and subsequently, in the year 1850-2, accompanied by the first ;proposal
‘made, for attempting the search in so high a latitude in an open boat, which
I wvolunteered .to conduct. This plan obtained the warm support of the Hy-
drographer, Rear Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, and of Rear Admiral Sir
Edward Parry, (with.whom ] made .my first voyage towards the North Pole,)
who recommended my employment in very favourable terms in their reports of
ap}i:roval annexed to my plans laid before Parliament.

was at last sent out In the “ North Star;” but the position I was necessarily
placed in in that ship was not such as to enable me to act in the noble cause in
the way I had hoped, and, being somewhat anomalous, renders it incumbent
on me to be careful that my share in the search is not left open to miscon-
ception. Here I may, thereforc, be permitted to draw attention to the fact
that, could I at once have proceeded up the Wellington Channel on the
first arrival of the “ North Star,” at Becechey Island, on the 8th of August
1852, with my boat’s crew of volunteers, instead of being detained until
the 19th of the same month,—by which delay we lost the last cleven fine du]y)s
of the scason, and best portion of it, in which boating operations can be
carried on in those seus, Wellington Channcl being as open as the Atlantic,
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as far as. the:.eye.,_coulgi'.reac];»fro;n the . summit .of Beechey . Island, which,
with Gape Riley;" I.asceided. on the ‘day. of 'my - arrival ;. the. season.an une
usnally open: one  with.little:or no. ice,.and the wind blowing from the southward
and eastwsrd frésh and.fair,~—there was nothing to havespreévented.us from
doubling Cape Sir-John Franklin, ard -proceeding:rotind: by : Jones Sound;into
Baffin Bay, before:the north-westerly gales . set-in; which . at i aylater-period we
met with, those winds would have proved fair for our retinm down Jones’.Sound,
sheltered under the lce of the land, round by Lancaster.Sound and Barrow
Strait to Beechey Island, thus completing the circumnavigation -of . North
Devon, and an entire examination of its shores. Subsequent-eventsthave proved
that ail this might have been accomplished in the season. '

When we were enabled to get away from the shiP winter had already, the day
before, set in. After an absence of three weeks’ exposure to.a succession of
north-westerly. gales, and altogether the most boisterous weather that I ever
before experienced, as described in the preceding narrative,. I, however, . had
the satisfaction of setting the Baring Bay question at rest; viz., that there is
no communication whatcver between that bay and. Jones' Sound. | ,

After my return I wrote a letter to the commandeéi of the expedition early in the
spring, offering to explore Smith Sound into the Polar Ocean as far as the season
would permit of, if I was given the comimand of the “ Mary” yacht, a decked
boat of twelve tons, cutter-rigged, and well adapted for such a service; as, in
addition to the greater quantity of provisions and stores which she would stow
for a prolonged search, she would also possess the advantage. of greater safety
in a sea that might endanger an open boat, more especially if deeply laden, as
the “ Forlorn Hope” was. = My former boat’s crew having volunteered to accom-
Yany me again, and checrfully expressed their willingness to follow me wherever

led them, it was my intention to have brought the “Mary” across the
Atlantic home, after completing provisions and fuel at some one of the ‘depéts
at Pond’s Bay, or the southern shores of Lancaster Sound, instead 'of risking' her
getting beset for the winter in the heavy packs with which Barrow Strait was
filled this scason. ' S

My object in the voyage up Smith’s Sound was to have made as near an
approach to the Pole as the state of the ice would have permitted. I believe
tflx)at if ever the North Pole is reached, it will be on the meridian of Smith
Sound. cet o

I may here offer a few suggestions on the probable fate of the inissing ships and
their crews; having mysclt entertained sanguine hopes of discovering” some
truces of them in the higher latitudes which 1t was my intention, if possible, to
have reached, had the command of the “ Mary™ been given me. This, however,
.was declined by the Commodore, and in the answer which I received from him
to my offer, dated on board the * Assistance,” 26th July 1853, the reason assigned
was that, ¢ Nothing now remains undone in that vicinity.” Every hope of
making myself further useful in the cause being now at an end, I had no other
alternative left me than to return home in the “ Pheenix,” having done all that
it was in my power to do.

Therc are scveral ways by which a ship may be destroyed—by fire, by
foundering, by collision with ice, or by being driven on shore.  Either of the
first two casualtics might casily cnough happen to a single ship; but as it is in
the highest degrec improbable that two ships should together share the same
fate, these two modes of accounting for the loss of the Polar ships may at once
be disposed of. The third, by collision with ice, carries with it a greater
amount of probability.  Even this, however, in the casc of the * Erebus” and
“Terror” seems to me a very unlkely catastrophe to have happened to two
ships so strongly built and so well additionally fortified by the stoutest doubling
as those ships were, rendering them capable of resisting an amount of pressure
from ice truly astonishing, as I can, from my own personal observation, vouch
for. Havihg seen them beset in the immense packs of ice in the Antarctic seas,
consisting of flocs mostly of great thickness and density, the latter quality being
greatly incieased from the temperature never rising above the freezing point
within the Antarctic circle cven at midsummer, consequently exerting no
thawing influence on those vast fields of ice, which, when put in motion during
the agitation of the great southern ocean by heavy gales, 1 have often seen the
strength of the * Etebus” most scverely tested between huge dense masses of
blue ice, violently grinding past her sidlgs, tearing and rolling up her stout

2k
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.Copper sheathiing:like,80 much: ladies’ curl-paper, whilst:every /heam and timber

intherthave been fcreakin%and(grbaning, and the:rudder almost wrung -from.its
fastenings, - :Ycezwith-which ithe.floes and- packs-withinh: the bays and straits of
‘the Arctic circle:can no more: be..compared. than .the ice.on the surface-of the
Serpentine can with the floes of- Melville Bay.. "The only icc I have ever seen
in the north ‘at all to be compared with the southern packs accurs in-the Spiti-
bergen ‘seas. ~ NI . .
1. have entered more fully upon the effects of ice than I should otherwise
‘have done, in consequence of having frequently heard the loss of the ¢ Breadal-
_ bane™ hired transport, cited as an example of the loss-of Sir John Franklin’s
ships, many persons jumping at once to the conclusion.that the Jatter must have
been crushed and ingulfed in the same summary way-as the unlucky transport
was. . Lhe-two cases, however, are widely different. The “ Breadalbane” was
known to, be' an old vessel, which the owners had not sufficiently doubled or
strengthened to. enable her to resist even a'moderaté degree of pressure from
two contending floes; the consequence was, they went through her ‘bottom, and
she disappeared beneath them within a quarter of an hour from the time she
was first caught in the “nip,” as I was a witness to myself from the deck of the
‘¢ Pheenix,” which ship was.in the same “nip.” 5 o
The American whaler “ M‘Lellen” lost in Melville:-Bay in the:season of
1852, is another instance brought. forward in support of* this opinion; but :ghe,
also, was an. old ‘worn-out ship, and her timlisers very. defective where the
floeedge caught her side and stove: her in.: This I saw myself as I.went
on board of her at the time, she having become.a wreck immediately under the
‘bows of the:“North Star,” carrying away that vessel's cathead,. But. to draw
any: comparison between those two.vessels and the ¢ Erebus” -dnd - “ Terror”
would be like comparing the cracking. a hollow filbert. witli- the hardest ivory
nut. ' . . ‘ ‘ : R
Much has been said about the ships having been' forced:out of Erebusand
Terror Bay, .and of their baving left indications behind them of a hurried
departure. On what grounds these surmises have been founded it would be
somewhat difficult to divine. I passed a-whole year in that bay, and whatever
may be said to the contrary, I belicve it to be utterly impossible that any vessel
could be driven out of 'it after having once heen frozen in: a more safe bay for
wintering in does net exist along the whole linc of coast.  Its very fault lies in
its secunty, the difficulty in getting out again when once within it, as the bay-
floe rarely breaks up before the end of August or begimming of September.
The “ North Star” getting on shore there had nothing whatever to do with the
bay, and was an event in no way calculated to comprotise its character for
safety. The spot where the ““Lrebus” and ¢ Terror” laid was cvidently near
its western extremity, in the curve of the bay formed by the shingle ridge, ex-
tending out from Beechey Island on which *the graves” arc situated ; the close
vicinity of the magnetic observatory, the armourer’s forge, the washing-place at
the water-course, and the small garden not much farther off, with the cairn
above it—all combined to point out this as the winter quarters of the ships,
and a more secure onc could not well have been fixed upon. In fact it
was the only position in this bay in which a ship would be altogether secure
from being driven on shore by any sudden ingress of ice in the autumn before
the winter’s floe was firnly formed; and, as such, could not fail to have been
selected by one of Sir John Franklin’s judgment and experience. 1 saw nothing
"whatever in support of the notion that the departure of the ships was a hurried
one, but much to convince me that Franklin and those with him had not idly
passed their winter here, to which the sites of tents in various directions, sledge-
tracks, and everything else bore ample testimony.
Further, I am of opinion that sledging-parties from his ships had been up the
Wellington Channel, and reasoning upon what I know may be 'accomplished
even in midwinter, where energy exists, as in such men as Franklin and my
lamented friend, that soul of enterprise, the noble-minded Bell6t, these sledge
journjes were very probubly extended beyond Cape Lady Franklin—even to the
portal of the Polar Ocean. Their tracks round Cape Spencer in the direction
of Cape Bowden, clearly point out the course they had in view ; here no induce-
ment could be held out to the sportsmn to tarry, there is not even suflicient
game for a single gun, far less to render it an eligible spot for pitching a tent as
2 mere shooting station. , N f
The swampy flat, intersected by small lakes and water courses, in the vicinity
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of Caswall Tower,'is the-only: spot where thewvery few stragglingrwild fowl:that
a]'dgh’ff in this.barren.Jimestone tegion, ‘on their waymorth, arerto”be met with;
and ‘here1 have followed Franklm’s sledge tracks.over the low shingle ridges in
the direction .of the tower; which was doubtless their shooting:station.. The
sledges must have:passed in the summer season when the soil was plastic'enough
to leave impressions of their tracks behind them.- Caswall tower is an isolated
precipitous mount, between three and four hundred feet in height, rising from
o plain at the head of Radstock Bay and Gascoigne Cove, which I ‘ascended
but found nothing whatever on its barc flat top, save a solitary lemming, which
I-captured. At its base are several circular ancient Esquimaux’ encampments,
within which the wild flowers flourish more luxuriantly than in any other spot
I met with, The distance is about ten miles from the ship. ' '

The greatest mystery. of all is, that of no record: having been left of their
sojourn or-departure; so sanguine was I for o time, that something™ might 'turn
up to reward a diligent and persevering search, that I did not vest until-I had
closely examined cvery foot of ground for miles around ; ascending and descend-
ing every hill and ravine around the bay, and rambling over ‘the mountain lime-
stone table land, far inland, till there was not a rock or'ravine on the land,or
hummock of ice on the floe, within a circuit of many miles, that was not as
familiar to me-as *“ household words.” ' 2

From my own experience, throughout & somewhat more severe winter, per-
haps, than ordinary, I believe that sledge travelling may be ‘continued during an
Arctic winter, without much risk or danger being incurred from the 'lowest
temperature ; provided care is taken to erect a snow hut, or in' cases of emer-
gency when no time is to be lost, to cut a deep trench in the snow in time to
secure shelter fiom an approaching gale and snow drift. It must be kept in
mind, that the same degree of cold which can be borne without inconvenience
in a calm cannot be faced without severe frost bites in a strong breeze of wind.

In thus recording my opinion of the practicability of sledge travelling in the
winter season, I have the testimony of those enterprizing Arctic travellers
Kennedy and Belldt, in my favour, who during the *Prince Albert’s” voyage
practised it most successfully in mid-winter. I also have bad opportunities of
fairly testing the effects of a very low temperature on my own person on more
than one occasion. My customary walk throughout thc winter, whatcver the
state of the weather might be, was round Becchey Island, a distance of ‘about
six mniles. This I accomplished once when the thermometer was 54° below
zero on the floe, and to that low temperature I was exposed for two hours,
without feeling any inconvenience from it, but there was little or no wind at
the time. :

On another occasion I pussed a whole day and night, without food, or shelter,
beyond what the snow-drift afforded, about seven miles from the ship, having
been overtaken by a dense fog on the open plain when retuming from an excuir-
sion to Caswall Tower, accompanied by my fricnd Dr, Toms, of the “ North
Star,” and *“ Xrebus” and * Terror,” my two Esquimaux dogs. When over-
whelmed by the darkness of night blending with the fog, and a gale approach-
ing, we cut with a hunting knife a trench in the snow-clad plain, about two féet
deep, and in this truly Arctic bivouac (at all times to be found) we, with our
canine friends, passed the night, without a tent or other clothing than our usual
walking dress.

The gale which swept over us soon forming a white coverlet of snow-duift,

rotected us from the blast, less than an hour’s exposure to the inclemency and
intensity of cold of which would incvitably have ended in our destruction: not
even the dogs would have survived it.  The thermometer that night fell to 32°
below zero, or 64° below the freczing point.  The log clearing off sufficiently
to make out the tand, about four o’clock in the morning we started again, and
reached the ship between six and seven’aar, without having incurred even a frost-
hite, and after an ablution and breakfast, felt as fresh as ever.

[ am, therefore, led to the conclusion, that Sir John Franklin’s travelling
parties may have commenced their journeys up the Wellington Ch?.np(ﬂ, with
the first appearance of the sun above the horizon carly in the month of February,
and after the discovery that the strait between the Franklin Capes in the Queen’s
Channel openedintoa polar ocean, started with his ships as soon as the bayicebroke
up, nost probnhly about the first week in September; and ithe had an open season
would, with the aid of his screw-propellers, run up the Wellington Channel
within the space of cight-and-forty 1210111?1'5.2 Then, probably tempted by the broad
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expanse of open water to the northward, or at any ratc’absence of land to
obstruct his progress in that direction, he might reach a very high latitude,
and gain a good offing of the Parry Islands, before he shaped a south-westerly
course for ﬁehring’s Strait. As the season for navigation remaining after the
first of September, would be, however, necessarily a very short one, he was
probably overtaken by winter, perhaps some six or seven hundred miles from
Cape Lady Franklin, in o high latitude, and possibly well to the westward.

Having thus attempted to follow up the track of the unfortunate ships so far,
by something like inductive reasoning, founded on inferences drawn from a
knowledge of the object they had in view, and the most probable events and
incidents likely to beset them in their path to mar its attainment, we now
erter upon a field of speculation, wide enough indeed to fill a volume of itself.
Having already extended these remarks to a greater length than I had intended,
I will wind them up with a few words on the conclusion I have come to in my
own mind, as to the fate of our gallant countrymen. Speculative as any opinion
upon this subject, I am aware, must necessarily be, I have not arrived at
mine either prematurely or hastily. No one but those who may have near
relatives in the expedition, can possibly have felt deeper interest in this hapless
search from first to last than I have, unless it is my friend Mr. Barrow, whose
untiring exertions and devotion in this noble causc stand unequalled. Various
associations combined to enlist my own sympathies in this search. They were
my old ships, and engaged in a field of discovery to which I have long been
ardently devoted, and in which my thoughts have been centred from my earliest
youth, in addition to which there were those on board of both ships who were
well known to me.

My own impression is, that on the closing in of their second winter, the ships
were cither driven into some inlet, where they may have been blocked up ever
since by the Polar pack, as happened to the “ Investigator” in Mercy Bay; or
that they have been driven on shore by the strong curvents which set from the
north-westward, when helplessly beset in the pack, drifting about in the
narrow straits which separate one island from another in this Arctic archipelago.

They may, possibly, have reached even as far west as that large tract of land
whose mountainous and lofty gramitic peaks were seen by the ¢ Herald,” thus
barring their further progress westward.  But, under any of these circumstances,
it does not follow that the lives of those on board would be necessarily involved
in immediate destruction, even where the ships stranded on some shore. They
would, in all probability, be able to save the greater part of their provisions and
stores (as Sir Edward Parry did in the loss of the ¢ I'ury,” on I'ury beach ; and
which, years afterwards, proved the happy means of preserving the lives of Sir
John Ross and his party ). They might build huts and supply themselves with fuel
from the wreck, and linger out an existence as long as their resources lasted. But
here however, reluctantly, I must at the same time acknowledge, that there would
be but little prospect of adding much to these in the region in which their disaster
would be likely to happen. In proof of this, I have only to add, that had 1
lost my bhoat and the provisions when up the Wellington Channel, my boat’s
crew and myselt could not have existed— although numbering only seven—on
the produce of our guns, for one month ; and I had two or threc good shots in
my party, besides being myself an old sportsman, and rarely threw away a
shot without obtaining something for it. Wild fowl, doubtless, migrate to the
very Pole itsclf to rear their young; but this occupies only a short period of the
season ; and the supplies to be obtained from such an uncertain source would
be inadequate even for present wants, far less so to form a winter’s store for a
ship's company.

Sad as the reflection must be, it is in vain to deny that the time has arrived
when, indeed, it is hoping against hope,” and which suggested to me the
name of “Forlorn Hope ” for my boat. Nearly nine years have now clapsed
since our countrymen left these shores ; and, although I have been to the last one
of the most sanguine in my hopes, I cannot help feeling now, that traces of their
fate is all, unhappily, I have too much reason to fear, that remains to be dis-
covered of them.  But even this in my opinion will never be accomplished by
ships. Nought clse than the disastrous fate of the gallant Franklin and his
followers can be possibly anticipated as the result of any attempt made by ships.

R. M‘%Jom\ucx, R.N.
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A few SuceesTions on the Preservarion of Heavru in Polar Climes.

Having had under consideration the best means of escaping scurvy, and pre-
serving health in the Arctic regions, I deem it my duty to submit the following
brief remarks for the use of future voyagers. In so domg, I shall confine myself
wholly to the results of my own experience during a period of some years passed
in the higher latitudes, {feeling confident that attention to the precepts here incul-
cated will secure for those who may follow me as successful an exemption from
si:urvy and sickness as have crowned my own efforts, by a rigid adherence to
them. ‘

In the first place, I would unhesitatingly recommend the entire exclusion of
all kinds of salted meats from the diet ; convinced as I am, from long experience
and close attention to the effects of such food, that it proves, through its indi-
gestibility and deficient nutrient properties, injurious to the system, and detc-
riorating the condition of the circulating fluids and secvetions generally—inducing
a debilitated habit of body, favourable to the production of scurvy, under
circumstances of privationand exposure, and other exciting influences, calculated
to call it into action. In fact, it is my bhelief that the origin of every case of
scurvy may be fairly traced to the usc of salted meats.

In the present age of inventions and improvements there can be no lack of
substitutes, and excellent ones too, for the hard salt beef and pork, and the whole
category of dried tongues, hams, &c., which constituted the sea stock of bygone
years, when every ship in a long voyage, as in Anson’s time, lost great numbers
of the crew.

Now, we have preserved meats, poultry, soups, pemmican, and fresh bacon of
all kinds. The latter article, which was supplied for the first time to the expe-
dition now out, especially that preserved in tins for the use of travelling parties,
proved the most valuable addition of all to the scale of Arctic victualling ; its
freshness and mildness rendering it easy of digestion, and its fatty quality ren-
dering it highly nutritious by affording a Jarge supply of carbonaceous material
to make up for the constant waste occasioned by the increased cxhalation of
carbon which accompanies the activity of the respiration in very low tempera-
tures of the atmosphere.

The various kinds of vegetables when carefully sclected and preserved are
quite equal to the fresh ones; more especially the prescrved potato, carrot,
parsnip, turnip, and peas ; and I cannot speak too highly of those bottled fruits,
as the damson, greengage, currant and raspberry, gooscberry, and that perhaps
best of all antiscorbutic fruit, the cranberry, which is quite equal to the lime
juice in its valuable properties: all these fruits are quite as good as when first
gathered. N )

Dried fruits—apples, figs, prunes, raisins, and almonds, &c.—are all objec-
tionable.

The best diluents are tea, coffec, and chocolatc, more especially the patent
chocolate which the travelling parties were supplied with in the last expedition.
Of spirits and wines, the less taken the better; good sound malt liquors are
preferable in all respects, combining, as they do, o nutritive with a stimulating

roperty.
d In tl);e subject of clothing I have only to obscrve that I found the Govern-
ment pilot-cloth suit, with a “ souw’-wester,” the most gencrally useful in summer
or winter; but for boating or sledging, in severc weather, I know of nothing
equal to the Esquimaux scal-skin diess and fur boots.* A common blanket bag
T have always found far more comfortable than a felt one for sleeping in, when
away travelling, with a buffalo robe beneath it. . ' ‘

Of medical treatment, little is required. The bracing effects of a low, dry
temperature, and the absence of all moisture in the atmosphere for a large portion
of the ycar, so that not a cloud can form in the clear blue sky, render catarrhal
and other affections resulting from atmospheric transitions of rare occurrence.

During the dark and monotonous season of winter, active excrcise in the open
gir, on the floc or on the land, is the very best prescrvative of health, aided by
proper attention to dict ; the mind being at the same time engaged in rational
occupations, reading, writing, sketching, or whatever may be the bent of indivi-
dual taste.

% Thoso supplied to the expedition Ly Mr. Richavd Joits. of No. 1, Tlunway Streel, Oxford
Street, I beliove, gave much sutisfaction.
21 3
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When sufficient exercise is not taken, and the diet has -been too: full and
liberal, a congestive state of the internal organs is often the result, attended
with 4 drowsiness durihig the day and broken rest at night. ' “Thé best femedy
I have found in such cases is & six-grain dose of calomel, dnll, to'alldy the dis-
position to watchfulness, about ascruple of the compound ipechcuanha‘or Dover's
powder, given at bed-time. Loss of dppetite, from' want of ton¢ and ‘tnergy in
the digestive organs, sometimes follows. the effects of a long and tedious winter
in some constitutions. A wineglassful of quinine ‘wine, given twice a day, is'the
most efficacious remedy in these cases; it is best prepared by dissolving about
a scruple of quinine, with the same quantity of citric acid, in a wineglassful of
water, and then adding it to a bottle of wine, either port or sherry, as may best
suit the occasion. S ‘ : .

In conclusion, I have only to add, in confirmation of these views, that in 'three
voyages which I have made to the Polar regions—two to the north and oie to
the south, the lattel of four years' duration,—embracing every possible transtion
of ‘climate and exposure, I have never lost a single life, or even had a'case of
serious sickness or scurvy throughout a period of Polar scrvice falling little short

of seven years.
R. M‘Conrmick, R.N.
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Dr. M¢Conrmick to Captain Sir E. Bercnug, C.B.‘, H.M.S. ¢ Assistance.”

. . Her Majesty’s Ship “ North Star,” Erebus and Terror Bay,
Sir, i , 3d March 1853, o

I nave the honour to transmit to you a narrative of my boat expedition up
Wellington Chanuel, and sledge journcy round Baring Bay, in search of
Sir John Franklin. , 1

" Having lefe the ship on the morning of the 19th of August, and returned on
board again on the night of the 8th of Scptember last, after an absence of
three weeks, during the whole of which time the weather was most unfavourable
for boat service, having been tempestuous and overcast in the extreme,—a
succession of north-westerly galés, which, with strong currents, rendered the
navigation of this channel a very dangerous one for hoats, and not a place
of shelter between the last bay and Baring Bay.

After a week passed in a most careful search of Baring Bay all round, and
ascending the inland ridges of hills, I neither found an opening to the castward
or a surface practicable for sledging over inland; the whole forming a suc-
cession of steep ridges, with intervening ravines filled with snow, and running
parallel with the top of the bay.

There was no indication whatever of open water in the vicinity ; the gulls
and other sca-fowl never shaped their course to the eastward.

Therefore in all probability Jones “ound, instead of continning its course to
the westward from Baffin Bay, soon trends round to the north-west,  On my
return down chamel I carefully examined every headland and bay, unhappily
without finding the slightest trace of the missing ships.

Five of these bays, and several of the most prominent headlands between
Point Bowden and Cape Osborn, not laid down in the charts, I have availed
myself of the usual privilege of explorers, and given names to them.

My party returned on board in good health; and T have great satisfaction in
bearing testimony to their exceeding good conduct, and they having volun-
teered to accompany me again in the spring scarch, I have herewith to submit
for your consideration my purposed plan for carrying out that search.

In your letter of the 13th of August last T was told that the ¢ Assistance”
and “ Pioncer” would complete the search of the Wellington Channel, and that
my course must be {o the castward of this meridian.  Sledging, therefore, will
he entirely out of the question, as Lancaster’s Sound opens too early to permit
of travelling over the ice to any distance und back again.

.'The hoat, however, which I had last (and we have none better adapted on
board) is wholly inadequate for so long a voyage as the one contemplated,
viz., the cxploration of Jones and Smith Sounds, more especially as since your
departure Commancer Ingleficld, in the “Isabel,” has {)een so far up both
these sounds as to render it very improbable that a boat, stowing barely a
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month’s provisions, could remain out sufficiently long to enable her to accomplish
anything beyond what he has already done.

The plan, therefore, I have to propose is, that the * Mary” yacht, left by
Admiral Sir John Ross, and now lying here useless, should be placed at my
disposal, with two additional hands, and provisioned for threc months, with s
gutta percha hoat (left here by the “Prince Albert”) for hauling over the ice,
should the floes in the sounds not have broken up. T start immediately after
the return of the 1[;za,rhy, conveying your suthority so to do, and by which time
the navigation in Barrow Strait will most probably be open.

[ am, &ec.,
R. M*Conrmick, R.N.

P.S. The departure of the sledge parties for the rendezvous depdts, being o
month earlier than anticipated, a scries of sketches, comprising the headlands
and bays between Beechey Island and Point Hogarth, Baring Bay, (which I
had taken for the purpose of illustrating a track-chart on which they are laid

down from compass bearings), not being finished, I must rescrve for a future
opportunity.—R. M‘C.

"The Secrurary or i Apmmarry to Dr. M‘Cormick, RN,

Sir, Admiralty, 13th October 1853.
I am_commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your varrative of an cxPedition under your ovders in a
boat of H.M. Discovery Ship “ North Star,” up the eastern shore of Wel-
lington Channel and round Baring Bay, for the purpose of discovering traces of
Sir John Franklin's expedition.

My Lords approve of your exertions on this occasion, and of the conduct of
your boat’s crew on a service incurring both risk and hardship, and ave satistied
with the cfforts you made in determining the important question as to therc
being any connexion between Bariug Bay and Jenes Sound.

. I am, &ec.
( Signed) W. A. B. Hamiron,

2F 4
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