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PAPERS
RELATIVE TO TUE

Recent Expeditions in Search of Sir John Franklii, &c.

I.

Orders to, and Proceedings of, Captain E. A. Inglefield,
Her Majesty's Stean Vessel " Phnix."

No. 1.

Copy of ORDERS to Commander INGLIEF'IELD, Her Majesty's Stean Sioop
' Phonix."

By the Conimissioners for Executing the Office of Lord Higli Admiral of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c.

WEREAS We have appointed you to the Comnand of Her Majesty's Ship
Phonix fbr the purpose of proceeding to Beechey Island, in Lanca!iter Sound,
to communicate with Sir E. Belcher, or the Ships under his commar d.

2. You are hereby required and directed, so soon as the Phonix shall be in
all respccts ready, and the Breadalbane Transport, which is to accompany you,
shall be loaded with coals and other stores, to procced to sca, and to make the
best of your way to the beforementioned Island. In the execution of this service
you will use your utmost exertion to expeditc your passage, and afford every
aid and assistance to the Transports, so as to reach Becchey Island at the earliest
possible period.

3. We have also ordered the Diligence Dock Yard Transport to bc loaded
with coal to accompany you to the Island of Disco, or any other place which
you may consider most convenient, and we have added 10 men to the establish-
ment of the Phonix for the purpose of forming her crew. On arrival at Disco,
or at such other place, you will replenish your coal from lier, and shift her crew
(except one or two men,) to the Breadalbaiic, and leave the Diligence at that
place until your return, or otherwise act, as the circumstances of the case
may require.

4. The most essential duty on your arrival at Beechey Island will bc at once
to clear the Transport of the coals and stores; no delay whatever is to take
place in effecting this, and relays of men are to be employed; the stores are to
be landed on the Island or to be put on board the North Star, as may be con-
sidered inost advisable, according to the circunstances of the case. On the
Transport being cleared, she is, without a mrnoment's delay, to be directed to
proceed to England, and your most especial duty, or that of the senior officer
present, will be to carry out these orders.

5. Part of the stores on board the Phoenix may also be landed, or placed on
board the North Star, except what may be reqtured for the return passage to
England, and having obtained ail possible information from Sir E. Belcher, or
the Senior Officer at Beechey Island, with reference to the expeditions and the
discoveries which may have been made, and exchanged any oflicers or men
whose state of health may render it necessary that they should return to
England, you are immediately to proceed to sea, and to return to Woolwich
vith all possible dispatch, taking the utniost care that your delay at Beechey

Island be not extended to such a period as may risk the ship being frozen in
for the winter.



6. Should the state of the ice in Baffin Bay be such as to render it doubtful
whether you will be able to make you'r passage across to Lancaster Sound
during the summer, it is our most positive direction that you are on no account
whatever to run the risk of either theY hinix opthe Transport, being frozen in
and detained during the winter of' -85-54; 'and if you should consider there is
a chance of such being the case, you are immediately to send the Transport to
Woolwich, and also return there 'ith th'e am vessel under your command.
But if you should, get through Baffin Bay, and find Lancaster Sound closed so
as to prevènt your imiking the pääsagtot Beechey Ishih, yò -Ware to cdnsider
whether it will be possible to land the stores, coal, &c., at or near Cape War-
render, and from thence to-send- the--Transport-direct-to England, and to take
such steps as you may deem necessary, so as, if possible, to communicate over-
land with Beechey Island.

7. You are distinctly to understand that the principal and chief object of
your orders is to communicate with Beechey Island, for the purpose of landing
stores, and obtaining inforination, and. froin thence to.,return direct to England.
But should the èeason eY&i W a ,ba"ve'r oëpri oné, aûd oa y'ohr*'èturn from
Beechey Island, yoiù should have auoipôrtimty.of examining the coast in the
vicinity of Cape Walsingham, wedo not object to your doiug so, but on no
account are you to risk the safety of the ship, or your being detained, as you
must positively return to England this season.

8. We herewith send you. instructions to, Sir E. Belcher, or the .Senior Officer
at leeche' Island, which' yon will edeliveiòon 'outo ardival.

Given under our hands this 1Tth day of May 1853.
(Signed) J. Rý,G. GRAHAM.

IYDE P;ARKER.
M. F. F. BERKELEY.
R. S. 'DNDAs.'

To Edw. A. Inglefièld, Es ., ALEx- MiLUE.
.Her 'Majesty's SteafiSoop Phonix,

Woolwich. ' I

By Command of their Lordships,
(Sined) .OssoaNl.

By the Commissioners for Executing the Office of Lord High Admirai, ot
the United KingdomofGrcat Britain aèd Ireland, &è. '

WE have to inform·you that we have 'dispatched Her Majesty's steam vessel
Phonix, under 'the conmand of Commander Inglefield, with, the Breadalbane
transport, to Beechey Island for the, purposeof replenishing the shipsunder
your command with stores and provisions, in case ryour suppliesi inay .ave been
s0 far'reduced by the, depôt fonned at Melville Island and the various cachets
on the coast, asto prevent you fron continuing further search for Sir John
Franklin, during this season and the winter of 1853-54, if the information you
may have gained determine you to'cdntinueisuch further.scarch.,

2. In comnunicatin' gwith youv on the subject of'your former orders and the
service on which you 'are employed, we are aware how impossible it is> for us to
send out' any definite insfructions -with, reference to your' future proceedings,
when we are ignorant of the position in which you nay now be placed, .or
whether any traces of Sir John- Franklin's expeditipli nay have been found
'duringlast autuin or the spring of ýthis year, and what steps you anay have
considered it most expedient to adopt. But if no :trace, of the missing ships
have beenifound beyond theWellingtoný Channel, and if 'it should appear that
by the extended search you·nay have been enabled to make inothat quartei,
that the missing'ships did not proceed in that direction, and if', Captaih Kellett
should have reached Melville Island,'as directed by ,his, instrubtionsi and his
land expeditions should, also -have failed in finding any such;trace, it loes not
appear to us that there is 'any-other direction in which a pros ect of :their, dis-
covery can-be expected. Every accessible'part ofthe shores o the Polar Sea's,
west of Lancaster Soundç .wil have been. visited îwithoûti finding a trace of the
missing ships; 'except theii former station lat Beechey Island-in 1845 aûd. 1846.
In such a contingency as this, and if such should likewise be your-opinionpafter
mature consideration with the senior officers under your command, there appears
no other course left but to abandon ail further search.



L>S.&iin:Saèe you should have foundany trace of .the expedition,,it will be
your duty to fo1loy, upthat trace. ,In,.doing this,! you;must,exercise extreme
cauti9pjio as,notto ,1pse your negns of commumcation With Beechey Island ;
nqr areyou to: mcurany hopeless risk by, proceedmg.beyond reasonable linits,
for,te safty of yourown crews must. be your fst care. We place every con-
fidence fï* your. zeal an&intelligeiëe, andl feel assure'd' that you will act with
sounid Jpg2neSi'n whateyér .situation ,yoó may be pjacecl we tierefore leave it
to you either to abandon. tie expedition altogether, f you are of opinion that no
further, eps cabe' practicably taken,'or to sendsuch of the ships, to England
as.goumay Uo require ; transmittg by them,-to our secretary,.not only a ful
accountofalf your proceedings, bitf cliarts of ail yopr 'discoveries, and keepig
us infom of your yiews and intentions, so thât if 1 sËiould be necessary every
requisite aid may be given you in the summer of 18e4d.

4. Before your final departure .fre m,tlie Polar Seas, should you think proper
to adppt,thiat course, there'appears one very important subject which ýwill require
your serious consideration; and that is, the present position of the shipà under
the cqmqnd~of Çaptain Collinson, and Commander M'Clure, which entered
the 'e fôth'eN. ..of Point Barrb*,, (Behring Straits,) the. latter in August
1850, and teoimè ini July 1851. These officers, with their respective crews,
may have béeii *compelled by. ircumstàncep: t9 ,abandon their ships.~ If such
should be the case, they may probably attèmpt to reach Melville Island, and
having had this in view when you left England, we directed in your instructions
that a depôt of pr9 visions, and othô éjtores, should be formed at that island.
Froi this''ò'sitibiithey il"wi Nódoubt eiid'avouý, touniake theirýíty to Beechey
Island,,or, Port Leopold.-. .It ,will therefore be your duty, before returning to
England, tobeý fully satisdedi that aà proper depôt of coals, provisions, &c.,
had been formedat MellviUe.Island, by Captain Kellett, and that clear infor-
mation had.also been left' there, that similar-supplies would befound at Beechey
Island,. - , 'te . i

. 5> This depôt ion Beechey Island, is, to consist of a full. storeof coal, provi-
sions, clothes, and other:stores,, and you will take-care to have it most carefully
secured against the depredations of bears, or other animals; you are also to
eave one of ,your. ships thère, with or without a crew, as you may deem most

advisable, so that Captain Collinson or Commander M'Glure's parties may find
every possible assistance, which they may.requii-e, and, have the means at their
command of i-eturning to England; but should you find it to be pitcticable to
place' the ship,. or a depôto f stores,,in a more.advanced .position, bet:yeen Mel-
ville, and Beechcy Islands, it might be, expedient,to do so. . This is ýa point on
which you can form a better judgment than we can. Our most anxious wish is
toestablish the best possible arrangement with the view of giving succour and
supportto the crews of those shipsjshould they be compelled to seek refuge in
the direction we:have ,pointedout.

6. Having expressed these general views; which will require your careful con-
sfderation-,we leave. it to, youto ,tke, such steps- as you may consider most
expedientfor meeting the circumstances of'the.case.

7. On the arrival of the Transport at Beechey Island, you are immediately to
hasten her discharge, and dispatch her to England,,with the least, possible delay,
and. ybu, arc not to detain the Phonix longer than may be necessary, or to risk
ber' being frozen: in, but to send her also.to England with intelligence of your
proceedings, exchanging any of her men, and sending invalids, &c.

Given under our hands' this lith day of May 1853.'

(Signed), J. R. G. GBAHAX.
HYDE PARKER.
M. F. F. BERKELEY.
R. S. DUNDAs.
ALEX. MILNE.

To Sir Edw. 'Belcher, C.B.,
Caiptain of Her Majesty's Ship Assistance,

Arctic' Seas.

By Command of their Lordships,
(Signed) R. OSBORNE.
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By the Conmissioners for Executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of
the United Kingdon of Grreat Britain and Ireland, &c.

HEREWITH yOu Vill receive Copics of Instructions, which we have addressed
to Captain Sir E. Belcher, and also those which we have given to Commander
Inglefield, of Her Majesty's Ship Phonix. In the absence of Sir E. Belcher
from Beechey Island, you will adopt such proceedings as you may deem to be
necessary, and the circumstances of the case may require, and with reference to
any orders 'or directions you may have received froi your Senior Officer.

2. Itwill be necessary that you should take inimediate steps for discharging
the Cargo of the Breadalbane Transport, and send her to Englandwithout a
moment's delay, and the Phonix is not to be detained longer than may be
actually necessary. On these several points you will be guided by Our Instruc-
tions to Sir E. Belcher and Commander Inglefield.

Given under our hands, this 11th day of May 1853.
(Signed) J. R. G. GRAHAM.

HYDE PARKER.

To the Senior Naval Officer at Beechey Island. . E. D SELEY.

By Command of their Lordships, ALEx. MILwE.
(Signed) R. OsBoRNE.

No. 2.
Commander INGLEFIELD to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY.

Her Majesty's Steam Sloop " Phnix,"
At Sea, lat. 590 22' N., long. 41° 57' W., the 14th June 1853.

Sir, (Received 24th June.)
By Her Majesty's steam slip " Desperate " I have the honour to acquaint you,

for the information of ny Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that we
have proceeded thus far upon our voyage, assisted by Her Majesty's steamers
" Desperate " and " Barracouta." The latter vessel parted company on the
8th instant.

I have received from Captain Chambers every assistance, both with regard to
towing, and in supplying such few stores as wve required.

Froi hini I reccived permission to send to England for medical treatment
two men whose cases were reported to me by the surgeon as likely to prove
troublesone; their vacancies have been filled up froin supernumeraries out of
" Barracouta." At Cork I took on board 20 sheep, (finding them as cheap as
salt provisions) for the use of the crews of the " Phonix " and lier tender. I
hope to carry five of these (which arc in excellent condition) to Beechey Island
for the use of the sick in the Arctic squadron, and I trust their Lordships will
not disapprove of my taking upon myself this step witliout their sanction.

The " Phoenix " having steamed from Greenhithe to Cork, a fair opportunity
has been afforded for testing the engines, and I have to report that they worked
admirably well, though the consumption of coal, owing to the formation of the
boilers, is rather more than was expected. Average speed, 7 knots.

The " Breadalbane " sails remarkably well and is a good sea boat, not at all
too deep, and apparently well adapted for the service on which she is employed;
she parted company with the squadron on the 10th instant, in latitude
58° 49' 6" N. and longitude 34° 23 W.

I enclose for their Lordships information copies of instructions I have given
to Lieutenant Elliott, in command of the' " Diligence," and the agent of the
transport for their guidance in the event of parting company, by those, their
Lordships will be informed where I expect to rejoin the transport.

On the Ilth instant, we had the misfortune to carry away the main top
gallant mast, caused by the heavy rolling of the vessel.

I forward herewith a track chart, shewing the winds and time whilst in tow
of steamers. Also, a set of variations observed on the voyage, and dip and
intensity observations made at Haulbowline, Queenstovn.

I have only to add that the crews and officers of the vessels under my charge
are ail in good health, and that their Lordships may rely upon every exertion
being made to ensure the return of the expedition this season.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

E. A. INGLEFIELD, Commander.



No. 3.

Commander INGLEFIELD to Lieutenant ELLioTT.

Her Majesty's Steam Sloop "Phoenix,"
Sir, at Woolwich, the 14th May 1853.

THE " Diligence" transport having been ordered by my Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty to be supplied to Her Majesty's steam vessel under my
command as lier tender; and having appointed certain officers and men.belonging
to this ship, as per margin, to serve-on 'board thatrves'sel; it is my, direction
that you proceed on board and take charge of lier as lieutenant commanding;
and I have further to direct that you will consider thatvessel, her'officers and
crew, in no other light but as a paît of this ship, receiving your stores, and
provisions from lier, and accounting for them to the proper oflicers as though
they had been supplied to one of the boats of this vessel sent on detached service.

As it is most important, for many -reasons, that the ships of the expedition
should not part company during the passage froin England to the Arctic Seas,
I enclose a code of general day, night, and fog signals (independent of those
usually supplie'd) by which the motions of the tender and trans port will be
guided; and I desire that you will distinctly understand that should any acci-
dent occur from neglect of the officer of the watch or others in not paying
immediate attention to such signals as may be made from this vessel, you will
be held responsible.

You are to report to me every morning by signal the number of your sick,
and at noon, or soon after, your position by meridional altitude and chronometer,
and at all times be prepared to act in concert with this vessel in making such
observations for survey as circumstahces w'ill'admit.

You. are to cause a log to bc kept and a journal of all your proceedings,
forwarding the same to nie on your return to this vessel. Certain meteoròlo-
gical instruments have been supplied from this ship, you will, therefore, direct
the assistant surgeon to make careful rcgister of the same. -

You will consider your station at sea about one mile on the starboard quarter
of this ship, but should stress of weather or other unforeseen circuinstances be
the cause of the vessels of the expedition parting company, you will consider
the Greenland Port of Holsteinbourg as the first rendezvous, and should strong
southerly gales (which arc not unusual at this tinc of year) prevail on entering
Davis Straits, you will not delay by endèavouring to make that port, but proceed
at once to Godhaven, or Lievely in Disco, there to await further orders'from me.

I enclose a letter from the Danish ambassador in London, addressed to the
authorities in Greenland, which you will present on your arrival at any of the
Danish settlements, and which will ensure such assistance as you may require
f-om them. I am, &c.

E. A. INGLEFIELD,
Commander of the Expedition.

Mr. J. Y. M'Doim,
bMate;

M. Jno. I. Rob=~,
Assistant·surgeon;

Mr !Noe1 Oabor3,
Midshipmaw; and

Twenty-ene -et-

No. 4.

Commander INGLEFIELD to Mr. FAWCKNER, Government Agent on board the
"Breadalbane" Transport.

Her Majesty's Steai Sloop " Phoenix,"
Sir, at Woohvich, the 14th May 1853.

HEREWITH I enclose a copy of Adniralty Regulations for the guidance of
agents of transports, and the charter party of the " Breadalbane," and I have
to direct that you will pay especial attention to those clauses in the former
relative to keeping an independent reckoning fromn the master of the vessel. As
it is most important for nany reasons that the vessels of the expedition should
not part company on their passage froni England to the Arctic Scas, it is my
positive direction that you impress upon the master of the " Breadalbane," the
importance of this measure, and for thc more convenient conveyance of sailing
directions to the vessels of the expedition, I enclose a code of general day, nigbt,
and fog signals, which will be used by this ship, independent of Marryat'3
Signals with which the transport is provided.

You vill consider your station at sea about one mile on the port quarter of
this ship, but should stress of wcather or other uniforeseen circumstances be the
cause of the vessels of the cxpcditioýi parting company, you are to consider the
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Greenland Port of Holsteinbourg as: tbe:dirst rendezvous, and should strong
southerly gales (which arenot unusual.at this time of year) prevail on entering
Davis Straits, yoà'MRilfiot dély by'endèvouringio make that port, but proceed
at &ice tol'Godhaven, or Lievely in,Disco, there to await further orders from me.

I enèl6e éalettéi from th* Danish Ambassador in London, addressed 'to the
authorities, in Greenland, which you will present on your arrival at any of the
Da'nish settièments, and' which will ensure such assistance as you may require
frolwnthem.

I have further to direct that you will continually bear in mind that all orders
given by'you on board the "Breadalbane" are to be directly 'and only to the'
master of that vessel, and you will keep a private journal of al the pioceedings
on board for-my information. I am, &c.

E. A.. INGLEFIELD,
Commander of the Expedition.

No.5.
Commander INGLEFIELD to the SECBETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY.

Her Majesty's Steam Sloop " Phoenix,".
at Lievely, Disco, 1lth July 1853.

Sir, ,(Received 18th August.)
I HivE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis.

signers of the Admiralty,, that I' arrived at this port on the 8th instant at.mid-
night, *with the " Breadalbane" and " Diligence " in tow, having sailed from
Holstpinbuirg.on the 6th instant, where I had lain from the 27th of last month.

On the 31st I was joined by the "f Diligence," which ship had parted company
in a fog off Sukkertoppen, -and, much to my joy, on the following norning by
the transport, which had parted company in a gale three days' sail from Cape
Farèwel. Every exertion was made to complete the coaling, watering, and refit
of the squadron, and everything has been conducted to my entire satisfaction.,

The responsibility I now take upon myself in sending the " Diligence" to
England is not incurred without mature deliberation, and I trust their Lordships.
will approve, under the following particular circumstances, of this deviation
fron my instructions.

On my arrival at tliis anchorage I found the vhaler " Rose," of Hull, had
put in here on the 27th June, seriously damaged by a nip in the ice during a
south-east gale in Melville Bay; and her sinking state had obliged the master
to run. lier ashore at, the top of this harbour, where, after a survey carefully made
by certain competent persons, she vas considered wholly irreparable; and, a
portion of her stores having been landed, was abandoned.

On the morning of my arrival I took the carpenter of this ship, his mate, and
the caulker, and in company with then made a minute inspection of the damage
the " ose" had sustained. We were shortly convinced that it was too serious
to admit of the possibility of the most temporary repair; the rottenness of the
timber further proving the uselessness of an attempt. On my return to this
ship I found Mr. Couldrey (the master) had come on board to see me, and upon
his formal written declaration that the ship had been abandoned, and learning
she was insured, I took possession of ber for the benefit of the underwriters.
My next duty, I considered was to provide for lier crew, which consisted of the
master and forty-six men, as per list enclosed, all of whom were housed in an
old fishing shed, some distance from the settlement. Accompanied by the late
master of the " Rose," I proceeded to their abode, and having called the people
together, inquired whether they would prefer working their passage to England
if 1 provided them with the means, or waiting till the return of this expedition
or the Danish vessels, for an opportunity of getting home. With one voice they
declared their anxiety to return to England immediately, and I then pointed out
how I should provide for, but what I required of them, stating that thougli it
was quite out of rny power to promise any remuneration for their services, yet
that I doubted not, if their conduct merited reward, it would not be withheld
from them by a British Admiralty. I showed then that I should require their
perfect subordination to the officer in command of the vessel, and that they would
first have to land 100 tons of coal before they could put on board any of the
ship's stores. At this extra work (without payment) there was some demur; but
I insisted upon the necessity (as I could not detain the expedition under my
cominand for this service), and the coals were required for our homeward voyage.



Firm to my purpose, I desired those Whó4ere willing to agree to my terms to
divide themselves from the rest; and I was glad to fmid that all passed over
togethe.g.d- shbutig tbhee "cheerf j'",91,dEgtaç," andthree orfor the
captain of the" Phonix," declared themselves, one an~aIreadytol what-
ever I required, .and cpmmenVe their.)vork that veryday.

I hae'been u &w p.rt'ic'ulàr *(forohvío á rÏ nsy)m stating the circumstances
under which the ý" Dili'e-ne'" iàiannèd; and I trust their Lordsbips will be
disp9sed to, consider in a,favourable light, this brave çrvwworonht their
vessel to,; lsè'o, in a :sinking staie fróm Mêlvife Bîay,.ratit d a lier,
as is so, genèrally.the case. 'js

I cannot but trust-the responsibility Ia1ke iiîhu's ètàeliing n
the expedition at its outset will meet with their Lordships' approval,whenI, fEe"
that Ilhavebeen .influenced, not alone bythe nfortunàte pçsitiqni of tlhp-
wrecked marihers, but the interesté of the Cråvii, inàsmpuch that eéarn ?eîi-
passage must in the other case havé been paid by HerIiesty'ss Govrithe ' to
the Danish Government at .the rate of .1s.,per day per. man, ardthe f r
expenses of apassage from Denmark ; Mioreover, thieirLordshis'willobtai the
services of the " Di gence" some months sooner than they oth;ise.cdid .nd
I a most sanguine:that aiL the service -that ship can rendei tç the ex 'tior
has been performed.

I have entrusted the command of the " Diligence" for this peculiar sei-0 iqe to
Lieutenant Marryat,,whose zeal, ability, and discretionh'e gained my perfect
confidence, and whose disappointment at nlot accompanyg us fùrther:ënà.dir
interesting voyageI trust will be graciously considered b ithr Lordships.

i cannot -dismiss the tender to England without cal ing tieir Lord ips'
attention to her late commander, Lieutenant Elliott,-whom I had hopéd't9 lave
made the bearer to them, in September of the inelUligence gained from the Mctic
squadron. He has navigated and worked that too deeply laden vessel in gales
of wind and fogs, and amongst rocks and shoals to my .entire satisfaction; and
on our passage to Cape Farewell, to the admiration of -al the squadron. As
second in command, his invaluable services, from previous experience in these
seas, forbid my sending him home at this early period ofour voyage. I caniot,
however, forbear making their Lordships acquainted, on this occasion, with his
merit and ability.

By the " Diligence " I send to England three men, whose cases were considered
by the surgeon as requiring hospital treatment; and a carpenter, whose utter
uselessness and general bad conduet made him aburden to the expeditioni and
an eyesore to my crew. These vacancies I have filled, up from volunteers
amongst the shipwrecked seamen. , . . . , '

The state of the ice in Melville Bay and the favourable nature, of the season
are points that their Lordships will be better informed upon by Mr. Couldrey
than by any remarksfrom me; I therefore beg to refer their. Lordships:to that
gentleman, who has promised to wait upon the Board on his arrival in Englan,
and to Lieutenant Marryat for any further information relative to the expedition
I have the honour to command.

A carrier pigeon was despatched from this ship on the 7tà inst. with afresh
north wind; it remained one night flying about the vessels that were then in
tow, and afterwards took its departure. I state this, and enclose a fac simile of
the billet that was fastened round its leg, since it has been affirmed that a bird
returned-from Sir John Ross's, ship in these seas, and it may be possible that mine
will reach England. , I have three pairs that I purpose leaving at Beechey Island,
to be conveyed to Sir Edward Belcher next season, that lie may thus commu-
nicate with the depôt when other means are impracticable.

I hope to sail for Upernavik to-morrow, and have now only!to request you
will assure their Lordships that no exertion , will be- spared to ensure. the
return of the expedition this year.

The late surgeon of the "Rose" voluntarily takes charge of the invalids;
and I enclose for their Lordships' information a copy of the orders I have
given to Lieutenant- Marryat, and a track chart of the "Phonix" and
" Breadalbane," up to the present date, as well as certain observations on the dip,
intensity, and variation of the needle. I am, &c.

E. A. INiGLBFmELD, Commander.
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No. 6.

Commander E. A. INGLEFIELD to Lieutenant Josa. I. MARRYAT.

Her Majesty's Steam Sloop " Phœnix," at Lievely,
Sir, Disco, the 12th July 1853.

HAVING appointed you to the command of the ''Diligence" tender to this
ship, manned with the crew of the wbaler " Rose" of Hull, it is my direction,
on the receipt of this, that you. repair on board, and take charge of her
accordingly.

You are fully aware of the object I have in view, in sending the " Diligence"
to England at this early period of our voyage; and I take this opportunity of
assuring you, that I cannot but regret the necessity that deprives the expedition
of your valuable services.

On my departure froni this harbour, you will use every exertion to get the
remainder of the coals out of the " Diligence," landing and stacking thein on
the rocky point to the south of the settlemnent.

Iaving perforned this service, you will coniümence to ballast the tender with
the anchors, cables, provisions and stores of the disabled vessel, carefully
selecting the most valuable for shipment, and should these not prove sufflicient
to bring the vessel into sailing triin, the oil casks filled with water will readily
supply the deficiency.

Being in all respects ready for sea, you will proceed without delay to England,
going eler north or south about, as you may decin imost convenient, or the
wind may lead; and on arrival at the flrst British port, you will convey the
accompanying despatches to the A.dmiralty, and, there reporting your arrival,
await their Lordships' further orders.

In appointing you to the command of this vessel, under such peculiar circum-
stances, I have been guided by the ability, zeal, and discretion you have always
exhibited whilst under my command; and it is the latter quality which will now
be most essentially requisite for the good conduct of your voyage.

Your crew are a party of distressed British subjects, without pay, but under
discipline (as uider the Pendant), and it will require not only mueli tact, but
much good management, to keep' in order a band of nca, whose previous service
at sea has had but one object for a day's work, viz., the amount of spoil cach
could earn in bis exciting and perilous occupation.

You will readily perceive the difference of the service now required of them
(but which they have one and all agreed to perform), to that of their past life;
and placing the nost perfect reliance in your management, I have only to add
that I trust their Lordships will take into consideration, at my request, the
disappointnent I an aware that you experience at not continuing the voyage to
Beechey Island.

For the information of ny Lords Connissioners of the Adniralty, you will
keep a log of your proceedings, and a tract chart; and, lest they should be
pleased to make the crew sone paynent for their services, you are Iereby
directed to keep a careful statenent of the work perforned by cach an, his
ability, and gencral conduct. Enclosed 1 send you a list of the shipwrecked
crew, and I have ordered threc men, as per nargin, who are considered by the
surgeon fit subjects for hospital treatmiient, to bc discharged to the " Diligence,"
and a carpenter (whose character renders him uscless to the expedition) for a
passage to England.

You will leave a letter here to await my arrival, acquainting me of your
proceedings up to the time of your departure, and enclose a list of the coals and
provisions landed, and the stores you have shipped.

I an, &c.

E. A. INGLI.FIEnD,

Commander of the Expeditioni,



Orders from Sir Edward Belchier, C.B., to the Arctic Squadron.

'No. 1.
Captain Sir EDwAaD BELCHER, C.B., to the respective Captains, Conmanders, &c.,

which may now be within Lancaster Sound. p.:
H. M. S. Assistance," Wellington Chanel,

Gentlemen, 26th July 1853.
UNTIL further express directions' under my hand, excepting, under the

following cases, no vessel under my command, or which may arrive within sight of
the vessels under'my orders, is to procëed'beyond Beechey Island on ber lassage
to England, until I reach (and give further directions at) the said rendezvous.

Case 1. 'If H. M. S. " Investigator " should fortunately escape from the ice-
bound position where Comminder 'M'Clare-left'her, and reach Beechey 'Island,
then the instructions directed to Commander M'Clure will be carried out; 'that
vessel alone taking home all invalids, &c., and leaving all the available provisions,
beyond six months; for this squadron."

Caee 2. If any unforeseen obstacle should retard or prevent my communicating
personally, or by letter, with H. M. S. " North Star," or the senior officer at
Beechey Island, before the ist September, then all supernumeraries which may
arrive fron H. M. S. "Investigator" are to be embarked on board H. M.S.
"North Star," which vessel will be sutfficient to convey them to, England.

Case 3. In the event of the " Intrepid " reaching Beechey Island, she is to be
detained, taking the place of the. " North Star," should she leave to proceed
under Case 2.

EDwARD BELcBER,
Captain Commanding Arctic Expedition.

'No. 2.

Commander INGLEFIELD to Commander PULLEN.

Her Majesty's Steamn Sloop " Phonix," off Cape Riley,
Sir, 17th August 1853.

I HAVE to request you wiill briefly give me your opinions in writing as to the
course you would consider it your..duty to take, were you acting under such
directions as you are aware I have received from nmy Lords Commissioners of
the Adrniralty, and with reference to the General Order from Sir Edw;ard
Belcher to the respective Captairis, &c., dated July 26th, 1853.

I have, &c.
E. A. INGLEFIELD,

Commander and Senior Officer at Beechey Island.

No. 3.
Commander PULLEN to Commander INGLEFIELD.

Her Majesty's Ship " North Star," Beechey Island,
Sir, 18th August 1853.

IN compliance with your request, as contained in your letter of yesterday's
date, for my opinion in writing as to the course I should pursue were I acting
under such orders as you have shown ime from the Lords of the Admiralty, I
can only state, that on my arrival, finding such to be the case, I should deem it
best to follow under all circumstances those most stringent instructions from
the Admiralty. Had Sir E. Belcher reccived his orders, and could know the
state of things here, I feel confident, that he would never think of making any
alteration in stich instructions.

I have, &c.
W. J. S. PULLEN,

Commander H.M.S. "North Star."



No.'4.

Commander INGLEFiELD to Sir EDwÂRD BELcBER, C.B..

Her -Majesty's Steam Sloop "Phonix," at Beechey
Sir, ýIsland, 20th August 1853.

D HAliVthe.boi burnto acknowledge -yoúrgenéral order:of:the 26the ultino,'and
in reference theretô, beg to acqiaint yoithat'I, cannot but feel the great delicacy
of the positionin.,whieh 1,rmplaced,ith;orders from the Admiralty and your-
self so diametrically.:,oþpostd1;-and it is only after the most matur consideiation
of ithe,/circunancesof the, case,-inyWhich I feel 'by,,,their: Loidships' ordér of
-1thgMay, laseniorig9flcerat BeecheyIsland, haveful power .to act,-that-I
hypipomised to set asid>ethe.instructionsyou .eforwarded to all:captains;
corplangers,:,&c. iniLancaster,und., I;mayadd, however, that-there are two
çasesm .which should not;hayè heritated in'deciding therwise; ,and, theeare,
flyt,iadlearnthatthe., ipsn.winiWellington Channel .were so,1distressed
as.to r. 'uire assistance ; an., s'cond,,could I perceives through :the infornation
a -me bÇqptain Pullen, that you have the.slightest hopes:of.finding.the
missmng expe tion, or that you had any qther..intention-than that of returning
to EnglagdI s'soqn:as,theshipsgf ,yopursquadronwereliberated. ~

: have only to add tliat-Itrust you will, aþþrôe my following out to the
letter. instructions;so urgent as those given by my:Lords Commissidnérs of thé
A diiiràity, and give.meciedit for the desire Ihave_ exhibited to comrimunicate
with you, and- deposit the despatches'fror nthe Government' withii yoúr' reich,
by my journ'ey üp the, western shore 6f -.Wellington Channel*às fat as Cape
Rescue; under circuistance iand in a n nier with which I believe' you canriot
fail to,be satisfied.

I have the honour to enclde, a copy of a letter with its reply addressed by
met'CâbinanderPullèi ori thè subject of the orders conveyed by him from
you; and

Ia4m,&c.

E. A. INGLEFIELD, Commander.

CÔiA AT Disco.

CHAS. K. R wCK, Chief Erigineer, to Commander INGLEFIEL».

REPoRT relative to the CoALs received for Trial at Lievely, Island of Disco.

H. M. Steam Vessel "Phnix,"
At Sea, 20th September 1853.

THE weight of these coals, bulk for, bulk, is nearly similar to those now on
board the " Phaéñii 'hih, ar, ô the bést Welsh steam coal. They were
first'triéd' alone, in' a furnàce' so burnçd down as to shoÉ whether or not they
ignited quickly ;"they required.the'frequent use of the fire irons before combus-
tiôn thoroughlbegan, and then they burned slowly, with little flamé, throwitig
out, however, a good:heat. ,They were next tried mixed with an equalquàntity
of Welsh coal, and succeeded welleinitting a mot --intense heat with little or,
no smoke.I

I am of opinion that ising these coals alone it would not be practicable to
keep steam sufficient for àiy.other than the lowest erade of expansion, but I
believe mixed, say onehalf or two thirds'with Engbsh coal, they wio pove a
powerful and lasting fuel.

CHAS. K. RENWICK, Chief Engineer.



- "~ Captain [nglefle'dî :ReporLt;4th, 9atober.1851 -'I-. * *

,CommnanderIaLEFrBwi to the SEOEEBT:0CF'THM ADMÂLTY 3 LOn4on

Fier Mg eÎtj'S:Steam §10~ Ph<4ix,'
8, 4t C er 1 853.

Sirt. (.Receivdjtli »tober.)
1' Lv 'té onourt'epr h~'y. f6il tlïe 'Wdrniation 1 0f ei9ds' Côùný s-

tsinâ ôf thé'-AdÏùiialtY'ï t m'y- àairival 'froi'thé 'rt~ ri'*t
me th~e important intelligence.of tbe safety of the 'IlInvestigrator" andé.it
c'veryof e t'N'ori;tWésÏ Passage ~ tduh lpiil, withoùt flndiigth flhts

occdpiéc'by the squWdion üùë"i'dvrdBl'ers ' t. t t'. t

,Lieutenant Cresswell of the l'Investigator," whom I appointeci frohW th&"'ýINboith
Jýtï.a"s'pèr!'umý'ryt this- 'shile s hixéSvt'td etr âhd'jdurnàls of

î<tifU sùbitýance'bf lt> thàt 'tbéWer'rdshiàs iàky thùé,;be' eâliiffrùîd' of th*è
I'dig'fetiiréé of, the "Thynestiàators" dsoeis~bt ee jtrit"h'
lidittè'r , aéàiÉ it to'be myduty tô' aëqùàiptithki '6?4dhiýidf 'thé résult ôf-thé
expeclition j have the honour to, comniRnd "âhdlthbôighI'hâé"&'4ùied 'ôt'f thèir

'iht' ben. wihoït reat :1i fu'Ityý-consieal&perii.t6'fhe 'àafety ôf thi's élê,
,'n'c-dthéètot'àl loss. J. the Il Breadaihane" transpîI't,, ithout the'lds of a sikigle'life.

'~~~4~~> T- fiu~t'çet hich 'à'1uried,' on"' the'-cu 'iornin'g "o'f'thé -'2I1st 'of
,Auguitôéff -,Beèchey Is'land; no'hùmpi,ù Éoer could'lhai' àveýtd; .and'imy'Qwn
i'esel,, which at that tinie had the 'Tran sport'actûially' i tow had psâed a
~ii1iar.;' fte, rècei<ing a bievere nip, which -ios&'thê> stèrùh several feet' and
arcieà thé' qparter-deck, 'destroying'ýthe'ru&ler' nd"sc'e'w."On&b-f the liéâms
fbîwrd;iWas sprung, ,andthe. poWtbow partiallV-t#ve, bièàkiiig"one"of thé Éid's

aud 'fbî'ciàk'in the plankibg'< This 'latter damaàge; thére; is'-n'o dàubt, iijay,'ha'e
'b'éeà 's'i"téàhed in à heavy gale on thé fflorning of thé*" 1'8th- Ai gust,'wheû'ý th

'~iip wa4s' sever'e yr'nipéd off Ctiàpe Riley.ý' "' he 'ie-nar --is 'of opini6én;': it
was.. received in, Melville Bay, whilst forcing a, passage, un'der. 'ful it t'àfi

-throùgh 'onie, heq.vy ic;ho"ever this may hâLbve littie doubt,ý bûtkith"a't for
tliè.s'clid'nature ofthe stowaile of oui'hld and'tesýùte'iis'të inl
:.Eglad, sve miist have shared thé same fate às 'tueè unfortite 44Brehdabate."

"5.' By the IlDiligen'ce," their 'Lords'will have'been' inforiieèà- of my"'pr'oceed-
ings up the timne of my arivl àt 'Disco.-, 1, wilI, t erfo"e,,' nowý briefly ' tate
what '~havé since don;e, and then in obediejice to 'the' 5th 'èÏauséýf thgàeir Lord-

i'hiÉè' ordèrs, relate iwhat information I have' àbtaiùéd 'withý referenice' to - tI4e
'E 'pedition 'ând" the discoverics which have heen mnade. '

6.On Ieaving Disco, I proceeded with thé IlBreada1biiner il t;w Lo Uýéi-
navik, there* tii. obtain dogg, and to corinnunicate, with- the&inïpecf6ý--if North
'GieenIanid,cOic'erninà the disposaliof th&"l Rýse» ',Of Hull. -ýOni thé afterýoon
à1è the 14th~ Judyý we reached this pl ace,' and' the 'shipàs ,headiù ôff, wvhilst I
IàÙded, lu' tvw hours wie proceeded uý thé co.ust. " ' ' '

.. The following ddy, passinGr pp 'Shakleétoù in a 'ca1z, t1 toôk âdvâatààè 6f
t'hé'flnië'weàther,'toobtain somýe'loomiÉ froi thî 'ookerý,f',t1ié ni s oftiAktc
ships, ana in three hours we' obtàinea' a suffidieht qùùýttyto'g"ivèeâch of our owvh

'vessels alt ay's frèsli méat, regerviiig 'enougi to ,èjply 'thé " Nàrtl StaIs"t crew
wit j*éisonfrtn aside endènf ôf'thé's1eepwe.bro ght fromi'Irelànd.
't t t i ,j'so i r te -Y,'1ý p'" Il~

'.'' t t' ,~ic



O8. O the. 16thof July entered Melyille Bay, and found it packed with ice
u some places very heayyromp recent ssure, and- theland floe unfortunately
crokèn adady, thus depriving u of tlieadvantage of its:,edge for docking the
vesselyi,àcase ôf a threatened nip.,.

9. O ï tilhe.18th ofJuly, owingto damage sustained in the ice, it became
necessary to ihift thé'sre aithis was done! whilst beset amongst heavy floes
almosi t of siglit of land. From the masi-head no lead could be seen at
midedài ôïirideed any waier'but the pool-in which the ships were afloat; but
at mid 4we, proceeded along a narrow lane which opened a way to the
northad<- *

10. ' ilIi and sõutherly winds which closed the ice up, prevehted, our
gettin .thr lMélVillé Bay till the:25tIi July, when we stretched away from

ape ork forfpe Warrénder Fog.prevented our taking observations whilst
crossng ver, indeiperiëncing a' strong southerly set; we found, on the weather
clearing,thiit t1fe sliip wa îvithin two miles of Cape Liverpool, though ve had
stéered for 'Capè Wàrrender with due allowance for currents.

Reaching over to' the north shore, (which ,we: then kept close, on board,):we
steerëdup Laicastei' Sound, passig large yfloes hich were driving to the
'eastwaà.rd

il. On the,morning .of thé 29th July we found a barrier of ice stretcbing
from shore tö shore, and,'hic, evidently, had never broken away this season,
We.followed its,edg' for several înies in,theshope of finding a lane throuLh, but
wère e'ventuily.obliged t bear up foi. Dundas Harbour, (inCroker Bayý there
to await a change.

i, ,coasting" tówa s this anchorage we were surprised at ,beholdinrg several
tents jitcheddn a point six miles to the 'westward of Cape Warrend er; but
shortly founà' them, to be)the habitations of a party of. Esquimaux who lad
come ôver.from Ponds Bay. Amongst these people I found many, preserved
meat and potato ins, the former bearing Mr. Goldner's name; candle boxes,
some. 9pars, and other Government stores, which led me to fear that they had
visited the depô at Wollastön Istland.

12. In Dindas ilaibour we ay for eight days anxiously awaiting the breaking
up of theice; á'nd on'thé &h August,, oping that I might be able to examine,
and, if necessary, renove the stores from Wollaston Island, we got under weigh,
and stretebed across in thai direction, but' heavy humnocky ice prevented our
evis sightipg it, and we were forced to bear up again for the north shore. By
thiis tine a hght noith-,westerly wind had eased off, the ice, and I determined
topÈsh on as far as practicable under steam; the wind holding fÔr forty-eight
hours, we were fortunate enough to reach Beechey Island on the 8th August.
In many cases the iceopenedj ug as we reached a block, vhich would other-
wise have st<pped our progress, and .we were told by the officers of the " North
Sta'r" that ,no water was to be seen from Cape Riley. the day before we
arriveâ. , Tis their Lordships will perceive that no time was lost in reaching
our destination.

13. Erebus and Terro Bay ias full of heaày hummocky ice, of great thick-
ness, impervi'ous to the ,saw or the.blasting cartri!ge, and too rough and too
much inun lated with deep freih-wàier pools to admit the possibility of landing
the stores"9n, Beechey Islaiid, or puttmg, them on board the "North Star'
a mile,and a half distaiit,according to my orders.

14. 'I hIad thiefore no, choice, but to, place them, in what I deemed the most
convenierit alnd practicable position; and, in my capacity as senior officer at
Beechèy Island, determined on Cape Riley as the httest spot, and even more
accessible tha" the island.

,Accordingly on the following morning we commeunced our work; and having
secured thètransport in a bight of the land-ice, immediately abreast of a steep
cliff, the pople werenow set to work, watch and watch, night and day. To
exþediie the service 1 ordered all hands to be sent from the ",North Star," with
their hamimocks, and desiring theni to be- victualled fron our ship-the time
was tlhäs eaved whicb would have been lost by their going and returning to
their ve,'1'upwvarcs*of two miles and a half distant.

15. e steamer lay With her fires baiiked up,.and the towing hauseri in, ready
at a ent's. ''nu toitkethe transpôrt off shore'in case of. the ice closing;
an 2o.w éveij6 'ibig iet forivard, ssteiatically, and 130 tòns of coal
landsdiù he it trty-hos, I. deternàined to proceed myself up Wellington
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GhanneI by'bot aîid sledgeni tsfaith o'fuap'àin Pùllén, -,Wh d been aosent
cthc North' Star" -iore thaiia onöith, d, as "bis "rovibas nist have

-beeu'expended,"there iiýsomé appreherision'ás&o his .
I had the dôuble motive of desiring' to:iive to ;Sif Edardrl3cher 1is

déspatches, 'as it"wòúld' only bè b 'n me'àný hé'éci4d osibly .'earn of iy
Jar-ival until nekt'ieis'n unless ie shbuld ret'unto'/Êeechey Island.'

16. I started'in iny wh'ale bdat 'vith. mbith's"pi -ovl'sio1 t' .i. on the
10th- August, leaving'writtehriO"rdeis with the 'Firsi tlieuteiaÙt, a copy of
which I encloSe h'arked M."i in'case'df ayiinfòrèséen casultíyÿ evènâting ny
return to the ship-by the time the transport was clea-ed, to jun no risk of the
ships'be1ig caùúit fôr'the Winter, but top'ce'ed thEiïari'ithbùt me.

17. Wellington Channel was then full' of ice, amiý rse ùglitl liii½ëcracnks
arid-pools·that it defled'siedging, excepting with 'a strog 'party.'Landing,
therefore, on Cornwallis Islànd,' a littlèi above iBarl 'Creek, We"made an
attempt to carry 'a small punt é'4 the ice';' but thié' s väd 'iidéfetal, and I
determined at làst to'p roceed ith 'Mr.'Alston, 'Matof'the " ÑbrlÈSar," and
two-men, by.lard to Caþe'Rescue. Each i'arriéd a blaùket bá' vith a fnrt-
idght's provisiòns, ànd reached vith mn'ich'exerio'the Cape'at 5 p.rn. of 13th
August. A piece of opén water off Helen Haven prevented our proceeding
farther'and'here we learnt, by n'oticè, of Captain PulJen% returni to his ship, and
of his having communicated with Sir Edward Bélcher.

18. Depositing in thé' Cairn ddplicàtès"6f their' Ioidships'* atspátches for
that officer, we 'commenced our return, and reached 'thé 'teiit" on the
fifth day of our absence, foot-sore, and muchexhausted ,ith tbiýnew'mode of
joutrneying in the Arctic regions, liaving tr velled' 120 inils'' Sleping without
shélter on thé bare beach,' at a temperature severàl'degr ee(blowfreezing-
point, was a trial for al], more especially as we'cüuld not ea tth epermiican, and
subsisted wholly on biscuit and tea, with thé exception of ' f'e dâovkies, which
I, shot. '

S19. Up till the 12th August, Wellington'Channel was blocked with ice as far
as the eye could reach. The Plan marked C. 1 showvs'its posifion 'atthis date,
and the alteration I have made in the coast lino öf the Wèïtèrn'shore,

Abundance of white whale, seals, and walrus were sèén, and some w1ite hares
and lemings on the land. Tracks of bears were found 'onthe icé, but only
one seen.

20. It is remarkable that we tracéd and'followèd for' i niles the dog-
sledge tracks of,Mr. Penny, as fresh upon the sandy beacl'a's iough'they had
been made the -dat previous, and it must be remernbered that thebe were
originally upon ice.

21. I returned to the ship on the afternoon of' tle'16th August,, and found
that *ind' and changes in the ice lad obligéd the'First"Lieùtenant to move the
'transport away from Cape" Rley, and thus the processof UiailàigW had been
carried on' but slowly by mòans of sledgé§; 856 pa'ekages had, however, been
transported to the " North Star" by these means.

22. On thé 17th August, a heavy gale'from the' south-cast set thle ice on to
the Cape so suddenly and with such violence, that both ships veiy narrowly
escaped being lost. The " Phoenix "' was severely niped, the ice beariig
down upon lier with such 'force' that the six liawers and two cabls laid out
were snapped like pack thread, and the shi forcd 'against tihe-l'nd ice, lifting
ber stern 5 feet, and causing every timber to groan. Thé hands were turned
up to be ready in case the ship should break Ù4, though'tlieré'oild have bcen
small chance in such an event of saving a man, as the wind'beiv'sb 'violently,
vith snow, that it was impossible to face it; and the ice in motion a#bund the

ship was boiling up in 'a manner that would have defied getthig a safe footing to
the most active of our crew.

23. The plan marked C. 2 will show the mannier in 'which wè *ère driven
continually away from Cape liley, by pressure from iêe,,nùtil ile'20'th'August,
when the " Breadalbane " was carried eut amorigst'soie flôe pièces aid set into
the 'Straits. I pushed out under steani into the pàck, with the hope of rescuing
her; but it was not till I madè a second effort lateïii the day, that we suc-
ceeded-ingetting her'out, and then only w

Having once more got her alongside t$e derrick, we6Îoiîmeicd td cle*ar with all
hands, as I intended to finish the-v6tlewiihtutèessatoi lsterèd"ll night.

24. Whilst thus employed I receinéd; bi anoffä'äill téri ò n/Caiain Pullen,
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as thé-rTflaùsport',>*as 'sti.ick,aid<vsbid'.r
unheàitatiig1 'Îît te thàt<i'Ù'n'poie colhave si&e& her.' Foitunately
nearly, the .wL 1eaof the, Goverimentstores had .been.?Ianke.,

.'.~~~~~~~~~~~ Enîoed 'alâ,iiredI2 dtf~te4.ntity.idkiÏd' of.stores that
were -aruled a' a' ieand, Beecýh'é,sàdwa ot n h
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27. Hitvinig takewn,nboard the shipwreckeç rey, !çveypreçaion 'was used

Wi'th rcgard tô,tbè' sàffèty of' Her Mijesty's ýteanh vess'el ;.bt 1it' ývas not ti11; the
inortinig oftheÎé 22d A àgààtth7 4I'ie.;,tce(1d iig, tIg 4 a afe positio
in I>rebas'and Teýrdr fla', 'whër the'ship -waýs aai n,,d6ured Ïo thelandmo.

28. 1, h6w resolved i lo'se no tîim-e ' getting ,toE 'nlad"Lt, htIight
have the advantage qf the Iâteàt .'intellgexýce.-?ôimt ç Arctic, Squiadron, 1
deterimihbed upWntakiilg the' opi'n'idn ~f, iofm ra to':the"Iatest datehe

c iodsidered I 'co"td« safev ieifiain 'at, Béechý Jiàd"'Eneldsùée,. mark'd143
is, a'copy of Ah*ij~~~t inonwl t' muet bêg toreiér1 thefr ;Lddshipsîtoth
generl order from, th-eirôf'e'dbée to ie by.Cajtin. I>ullen on
bis' retirn from SirEwrfe1hraIvus thei,,'Lordships ivili, rea'dily
understand hOw *awkwvard ivas' the poi'tiéô n'výhich 1* thu*s.becamnepliiced, st3l
it iýaà, ùot',Without vycrv, seious deIiîberstion,. h.wî'm, '0pnion' g£ Captain
qPulen uponl thé euhject, a~. c9py, of .which. 1 eýIcse eakd L 4, an dthe
authority as griited;to'the Se'nlr.Qhceré'àt beéhe' [ts1àÏdM 'thèiý Lorciships
'Merno., 1 lthMvay'1853, that I 'rplied tô 'Sir ,diWar-Bel'h'r'sorderb y.,a letter,
the copy of whichb, maarkedL .5,, 1 enclose, an4I ivhièl I'.actcd'on, delaying tili
the last'ixionient, (andodLys. aftçr My 'ce nla&çer adyi'sed our departure,)
wfth ithehope of Si dwr eleher~ Wrrivai. L'

29.~ThirLçrdships il 1'iut 1erm Qu nýst~ 1 hav ".~n Cn

ddiiitüh l 1 hoiw ýçri 6ýsis.t1e rspdnsibiliyî, ,~a' th~ug incurred, ,titts be
ýOfI -iyintrute ins. Ù o ,f the .ýub!ic goo o, anât acti'ng Up 4 the.full spirit

fm intrios 'J'p , .

(J * *Mntlced M"X-*', *2.~*



4dgto
s RMhrQor,ý eight miles east of Gape FeUf'oot .lai ofýIeic1s

gq9d. anhr' ý fphjqlqj.yIa~s ~re~e nnn\so~
~.~fe,ge~ ,tçgete-..Xà#yjU-ile

gal~.at.yst.hoi sPf içé àpte~tr&it1t cIlù el~o a. ddstand,

spoonflil QEYwatey ,çq.ild le seen' zfô~te.eighbouring hi1~u~the, temperiture[aiii9 *ý ynth th secto ~~n~ry wneI egan t o ,fear, Mwe
hadl foûýnd our winter quarters'; .indeed, it 'was-wamattâcr deedet-,nirl:b

t in 4w1çther, ýye,,h9i.l,get ,Qut .ihio season: . KA'watchw'as'settor rot thestate of the iÎcp; th çe ip-mastérsi-nud ofiereqfr'equently 'visiting ,thé -iook-out
1i~Il.Ydn~heMoring. of th é ,81s August; thé icer-éommended;,t*&mo#e out ofithe2 Éaibour,- da~1 caiùigthe ship with'it, we-, n4rrowy. 1 escaped.,,beiiigdrive*

ipýto, th,ç pack,,I!ih-v o '. é by slippigi the lcablew (with, a:_ liawser

hwlswas cut througl Jytvhelce ïn, endeàvourifig-tô,wéÎgh the -anchori which
wyqs ýhus jost.L 1now, deeedit gdvisableý foirth safety, of 'thè,,vessél' to; prciceedto the*-i, r"bigiht ofheShpr.bou wb'ch ,lying-'behind a shalloW!-ýpiti lperfectlySecuxedjher. froqi -icp driving m,,oi out, anc1,.should we be unable 'to get àway

~y'ear~wàul.p~ô a agoôdtýposition for,w'ineer quarterÉ.
i~wsilLp~pa~d~îfQ.~such a.,'contingency,ý aswwe;-hadu nOt '1eft;fn board

§u fliint provisionpsbj,,our,,ow i nuch-increasedx-crewi haýîngl the -peoplé 'of the
thr & 1 rys è1~ 0f':m ~sq adro X~wit Ymé - b side s ii n eraries and

I~.n "thé euydnn 1a:m1 rack-l.along, thé, north shore -te .ýthe east,2ward ~ ~ ~ ~ i wps-p~re, r&~e~meitl~tiped< the' anchor; andflteamcd up;bâii t ,os.ed'eyewegouldreach it ;,;w&vtlierefore'Teturned faix ,the night ýbUtJrnltËeirmn6ngi -.iL. was,;glad,,to ,flndJ.tagainopenéd,ý-ldýeýoediin f11steamn ýailth g.: 'light;northerly 3winid, toýwiîrds, the, eastward.- ;,N'thingb.tapopWer 1 4earner ,9ould bavé effected hiescape[ attlt'i.id ad n
with- one,rý t*o .,slight' :detentions,.cfor ai.côuple .of -hourà, --we-madie -out, of ' the
Straits,- asmg Cae:,-W,.arrender Düri the- mornin,of the -2d Septeinher ;,' ândhere J- teg;. ;yoa.w-~iIl cl t Lordships', attention to this position 'as, one well
applicale for a despatch. renjdezvous. '

â3. D uring piy étay -at Port.JDundds- (which is imniediately under the cliffslr"*ning ilape', Wqrender),', I',,orderedl a large 'cairn to, he' uilt on a retniirkablfr
rocky penimnsula at, ,itsentranvce.; ThIiis -cairn' is up* ards of ;sixteen 'feet in) heigb t;twenty feeti'i.,çircumiference, ,and paintedý red wmth a- white cross ; -its -poqition isSilch, that a& vesseI:sighting .Capeý Warrender must perceiveit ; and as ùearly al

th wlr everyz year, sight this Cape,, .'Lconcéiveit to be ail admnirable position
(*should'theirLordshi ps desire te: .setnd' déspatches ýta ýS'S<Edwardý'Belcher nexlyeiar 4y. the .whalers) )fpr, thc6se,,despàtches t he 'depo-qitedfl T'

*~~For -blnï~.~ :ave riade sketches ofi the cônstH n paý,Ésitions-;'amongst
te drwgSO are ths iw.markedý D i. and. 2, dup1ica:ctof- which -1 bave léftwit, , 'Ir 1 i4dwad .Blhr :ndLbleeit -to bel Captain lPulfr-n's' intention,

unle.gç directed otherwise by his senior, to have tin oftEcer,, andpàt..tyrPeày' toreceive-'any commSi icat ion,*iext year, and iûà return ta for*jard-Is intelligeice
yth4e .sawne, opportunity. jShoulda, Goverriment vessel ho 'sentý out ftoni
gleand, phe would, of course carry.-the party on ta, Beechey l1sand.

With Iight winds we- s.ucceeded'rn gétting 'out of Lancaster Sound oh the3d September, thelice pioýving unfavourable for examining the depôt at Wol1hston
Island, *whieh 1 had, intended doing. -.-

34. We arrived at .Lievely,. Disco, on, the 'th'Sepieniber,'a ad-,imnie'diately
cpmuncnced coaling. ,The bharometer, 'tbreatening a lsoutherly gale induced meto pgse . thr-ough,.the Waigatlto eseape,-it, ad 'in -. th6 darkness' of hnight;ý
ruînmng unde.lfull sail, and, steain, Iwe werenearly going stem on toa ail ieeberg'
100. fet in',heighit, tQ avoid wbhichwe'rouncled'ta withiiih h alfûpisto1 shot'of arock awash at the. entrance Qf. the MoJig4té, mid, which, thouigh-,iot laid down flthe' chàrts, 'we«suûpposed(I the ship 'iseRèeù tetho lîh
channél to the northward mnust have caused this deception.
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35. Whilst the coaling was being completed, I made arrangen ents with the
inspector'of North 'reenland concem'ing the disposal of tlie l l Bii dsparilof
the stranded whaler U Röse."

For théimore donvenient' disposal of ber remains I blew ber up, and having
landed' and plaéed und'r charge of the Governor the masts and ?pars, with a
list of their prikes (a copy of which, marked L 6, I enclose), we took on board
for firewood such'of the debris of the hull as would otherwise have been appro-
priated by the Esquimaùx, leaving the remainder convenient 'firewood for vessels
touching there, to bc obtained at 14s. a fathom, the price to be received by the
Governor, and remitted through the Danish Government to the British Admi-
ralty for the benefit of the underwriters.

Having completed these arrangements, coaled, watered, and refitted, we were
detained two days longer bya strong north-east gale, but on the morning of the
17th September, procecded to sea.

36. At Lievely I obtained information of a coal mine, about twenty-five miles
fron the harbour, on the southern shore of the island; and I an told that the
coal to be cibtained here is in such quantities that a ship might take 1,000 tons.
For burning in stovesit is preferred by the Danes to English coal. 1 obtained
a sufficient quantity of an inferior sort to make trial in our boilers. A copy of
the chief engineer's report I, enclose (Marked L 7), and I have retained on
boardi four casks of this fuel for their Lordships' disposai.

37. On the 18th September I put into Holsteinborg to obtain sights to com-
plete our meridian distances, and satisfy me as to the rates of our chronometers.
[n this harbour (a complete survey of which was made by Mr. Stanton, the
mastér,,during our firt visit, and which is nàrked C 4,) we found the " True.
love," Captain Parker, which had put in the day previously with her bow stove.
She hadreceived this damage amongt the ice in the gale of the previous Wednes.
day. I rendered him every assistance with a carpenter and -stores, and towed
him to sea at daylight on the morning of the 20th September, carrying him out
to an offilng of sixty miles. He reports that all the whalers were caught amongst
the ice in that gale, and lie mucli feared they had reccived some damage; but
upon his* acquainting me, they were all'in such close company that the crews of
any disabled vessels would surely escape to the others, I did not deen it neces-
sary to delay my return to England by going over to the jishing ground.

Since rounding Cape Farewell, a succession of strong northerly and westerly
winds have favoured our return, and we sighted land on the 3rd instant.

38. And now, Sir, I beg to narrate in a sunmary manner the intelligence
gleaned frorn the searching squadrons ; an'd, first with reference to.Sir Edward
Belcher. I have little else to say but that he wintered in a spot he had named
Northumberland Sound in latitude 76' 52 N., and longittide 970 W., near the
position now marked' in the charts of the Queen's Channel as Cape Sir John
Franklin. From Captain Pullen I lcarnt that not the slightest traces of the
muissing expedition had been met with, either by this or the western branch of
the searching squadron, and that it was evidently the intention of Sir Edward
Belcier to return to Beechey Island as soon as possible. For the rest, Sir
Edward's despatch vill convey all further details.

39. Captain Kellett wintered at Dealy Island, Melville Island; he had a
narrow escape of losing his ship on the night of his departure from Beechey
Island : she grounded off Cape Colbourn, and was only got off after the ice had
set dovn, upon lier casting lier over on lier broadside, and with the loss of sixty
feet of lier false keel.

It wras a party from his vessel that discovered the despatel of Captain
M'Clure at inter Harbour, and was thus led to the " Investigator's" position,
a brief account of the voyage and discoveries of which vessel I will now relate.

40 Their Lordships vill remember that it was on the 6th of August, 1850, that
the " Investigator" was last seen running to the north-eastward with studding
sails set. They rounded Point Barrow with nuch difficulty.

At the River Colville, in 150° W., they were detained some days, and then
thick weather, fogs, and contrary wiads set in-t-he latter proving rather an
advantagc, as it kept the ice open; and the necessity of working to windward
between the Polar pack and the gradually sloping shore gavo them the imans of
avoiding dangers. On the 26th of August they reached the mouth or the
Mackenzie, the pack at this part being upwards of ninety miles distant. On
the 30th, they were off Cape Bathurst.



Wien at Cape Parry, open water to the northward induced Captain M'Clure
to push for Banks' Land; and when about sixty miles from this Cape they fell
in with an unknown coast, which was named Baring Island. Passing up a strait
between this island and a coast that was called Prince Albert Land, they reached
the latitude of 73°, where ice impeded their further progress. The season
suddenly changing, the ship was beset and forced to winter in theyack: drifting
to the southward, they were ultimately frozen up in latitude 72 40' N., longi-
tude 1170 30' W.

The travelling parties in the spring found no traces of the missing expedition,
but discovered and laid down mucli of the adjacent coasts.

On the 14th July 1851, the ice broke up, and freeing the ship, an endeavour
was made to push to the northward towards Melville Island, but. an impenetrable
pack in latitude 73° 35' N., longitude 115° W. precluded their completing what
their autumn travelling parties lad proved to be the North West Passage. An
attempt was now made to round the southern shore of Baring Island and
proceed up the west side; and with great peril to the vessel they succeeded in
reaching as far as latitude 74° 6', and longitude 117° 12', where they were frozen
in on the 24th September 1851, and have nev er since been able to inove the ship.
Their record was deposited at Winter Harbour the year following Commander
M'Clintock's visit, whilst employed on Captain Austin's expedition.

41. There are two rernarkable discoveries imentioned in Captain M'Clure's
journal, viz., some smoking hillocks and a petrified forest. He also states
that during his intercourse with the natives he only once met with any
hostile denonstrations. TPhis occurred at Point Warren, near the Mac-
kenzie, wherc, on attempting to land, two natives witli threatening gestures
waved them off, it was not without nuch difficulty that they werc pacified, and
then they related that all tlicir tribe, but the chief and his sick son, had fled
on seeing the ship, alleging as a reason, that they feared they ship liad cone to
revenge the death of a white man they had murdcred some tii ago. They
(through the interpreter) related that some white men had cone there in a boat,
and that they built thenselves a house and lived there: at last the natives
murdered oee, and the others escaped they know not wherc, but the nurdered
man was buried in a spot they pointed out. A thick flog coming on prevented
Captain M'Clure from examining this locality, which is much to be regretted,
as here is the probable position, a boat party endeavouring to return by the
Mackenzie would have cncanped.

42. I have now only to state further for their Lordships, information on this
head, that Commander M'Clure had made arrangements for deserting the ship,
to have been carried out a few days later than the opportune arrival of the
officer from the " Resolute," and that Captain Kellett sent his surgeon to report
upon the health of the crew. IHe also desired that should there not, be amongst
theni twenty men who would volunteer to remain another winter, Captain
M'Clure was to desert his vessel. The " Increpid " was expected at Beechey
Island with the crew; and Sir Edward Belcher lhad ordered the " North Star*"
to be prepared on her arrival to proceed to Engiand, sailing on the ist of Sep-
tember, and to lcave the " Ilntrepid " at Bechecy Island in her stead.

43. I have now, in concluding the intelligence gained concerning the Arctic
searching squadrons, to acquaint their Lordships of the dangerois position in
which the " North Star " passed the winter. Shortly after 1 left Beechey Island
last year in my yacht the " Isabel," a violent gale which I encountered in the
Straits, drove the " North Star" on shore, whcre sie remained during the whole
winter, and was only got off this spring with nuch difficulty.

44. Herewith I enclose a chart showing the tracks of the vessels of my
squadron on their outward voyage, and this vessel homeward also, the several
alterations and additions imade mu the conu line of Greenland. This is imarked
C 5, also a chart on Mercator's plan marked C 6, showing the North West
Passage, with all the latest discoveries, and the coasts explored by each expe-
dition up to this date, in scarch for the missing squadron.

From C 1 to C 6 are the surveys and plans made during the voyage, and
alluded to iii this dispatch. Fron L 1 to L 7 arc the copies of letters therein
spoken of, and enclosures M 3 to M 10 arc copies of the memorandums and
orders issued by me as senior officer at Beechey Island.

The drawings and sketches from D 1 to D 24 are made exhibiting several
positions of the ships during the voyage, and headlands, coastline, and views

C



taken,at,differentitimes,.also,a dra ving of the " Investigator" wintering in-the
pack, m ode from asketch, an4 tie description by Lieutenant Cresswell.
- i:natural,history, we,are ablé to add a. large collection of minerals to our

museums, nearly ,,000 .spedimens of ores and, earthy substances have been
obtained, at different parts of the coasts of iGreenland. Specimens also of the
flower, leaf, and root:plants.of all, the kinds ,we have met with, are carefully
preserved; and ssuch crustaceous anl other creatures from the animal kingdom
as our limited means have allowed us to collect are prepared for the naturalists.

A-careful meteorological, journal, hasa.been;kept, a tide register at Hoilstein-
borg, and a great many observations made on the direction, dip, and force of the
magnet These:have been carried n, byMr.. Stanton and. the'late lamented M.
Belç,gt, whose industry, in thisbranch iof science is well proved by the mass of
valuablematter he has ileft behind.

I hàve only now, to, beg tbeir Lgrdships will accept rny assurance. of. the
perfect satisfaction I have ,receiyed- in the.conduct -of every officer and man in
the expedition during a period of incessant labour, continuai hardshp, and
frequently imminent peril;, each has done:his dutyvith a zeal and alacrity that
I find it hard 'to individualize.

On all occasions I have received the most prompt co-operation from my first
lieutenant Mr. Elliott, who, as an old officer, I would beg to recommend ·to
their Lordships' notice.

Amongst our'numbers six only of the officers and men had been amongst the
ice before, yet I invariably found them :as active in their employment whilst
engpged with, that treacherous element, as the most experienced whalers, and
whatever the service, the danger, or the emergency, I had only to order, and it
was promptly executed; without such hearty co-operation on the part of
both officers and men, I must say I could scarcely have completed all that has
been done; and I have only further to state for their Lordships' information,
that to the officers, this expedition has been a very serious expense. Obliged
to equip themselves and store their mess for an Arctic winter, they have returned
to England after an absence of little more than four months from the time they
sailed from Cork, and thus their pay cannot cover the expenses of such a costly
outfit. It is more particularly heavy to the juniors, whose expenses were the
same, vhile their pay is so considerably less.

My Renark Book contains much information I have gathered during the
voyage upon many subjects, and this accompanies my charts and drawings.

I beg yoi will assure their Lordships of my anxiety to learn of their approval
of, my proceedings, more especially, as i found it necessary upon so many
occasions to take upon myself a responsibility which nothing but the circum-
stances in which I was placed could otherwise have justified; I especially refer
to the dispatch of the " Diligence" to England, and the delicate task of dis-
regarding the orders of my senior officer.

I omitted to mention that on our return south through Baffin Bay, we tried
for soundiigs at a spot marked in the track chart with 2,870 fathons, without
getting bottom. The line was upwards of three hours and a half in running
out, and the lead employed more than half a hundredweight.

I have also to state, in conclusion, that I ordered Mr. M'Cormick to join my
ship for a passage to England. Learning'that hie had finisied the work lie was
appointed to the " North Star" to perform, and his desiring to leave the ship
I alsoo rdered, as per memorandums 3,. 4, 6, 8, 9, and .10, certain exchanges
amongst officers and men belonging to this ship and the " North Star."

The Pay Books of this ship -are made up, and are enclosed with the
despatches. I have, &c.,

E. A. INGLEFIELD, Commander.

No. 2.
To Captain INGLEFIELD.

Sir, Erebus and Terror Bay, 23d August 1853.
IN compliance with your request I beg to state that, in consequence of the

immense quantity of ice now in Barrow Straits, I deem it prudent not to prolong
our stay, as by so doing we incur great risk in being caught for the winter;
for should the wind veer to the east or up Barrow S trait, the latter would be
so blocked up as to prevent a passage. I am, &c.,

DoNALD MANsoN, Ice Master.
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"DEEMni it necessary' fo.t7eperfect completion ,f the, service onwhicli ýis

expedition is .employed,. that aboat, shiod, proeed p-ellingtony Çhannel ,to
endeavour to- communicate witbhpap ain'Pullen,-and oijteqnstle despaeesof Sir
Edward Belcher, I have.determined uppuRproceedingmys.. I.mtend leav g
this ship on the lOth instant, and have, now. todirect, thit, should, ç4sualty, or
any unforeseen circumstance prçvpn.t myturpng, to Beehey Islánd-be'foi the
end of the present month, ithat youproceed -y;itI, the. ,Trnsport to Lievely;
and from thence,,having, supplied Hier Mqjesty's Steam .,essel wdih the coal, on
board that ývessel, you lose no time W proceeding to England in the fillexecution
of the orders under which I am acting. - . as . .

I have so constantly imparted to , you, my, views. and intentions, as to our
general proceedings, that I deem it needless to-enter ino the miinor details, in
which you will at once perceive it will become, your duty to act, should I not
return within a reasonable time t Beechey Island, and though I consider it most

improbable this should occur, I am desirous that I slhould rather b.e, eft behind,
than that the full spirit of the instructions of my Lords Commissioners shodld
not be fully andcertainly complied with.

A duplicate copy of these. and other orders I enclose for your general
guidance, and I have only to add my belief that you will use a proper discrimi-
nation between leaving me unnecessarily behind, or lingering dangerously long
in these treacherous clines. : .* -: - . - -

Accompanying -these you will receive the orders I have drawn up. for the
guidance of Commander Francis M'Clintock on his arrival.

Given'under'my hand, &c., off Cape Riley,
the 9th day of.August, 1853.

E.A. INèiEFIELD.

No. 4.

Commander PULLEN to Captain INGLEFIELD.
H. (M. S. "4 orth Star,"

Sir, eBeechey Island, 20th August 1853.
.IT. is, my melancboly duty to,inform you that tw9 of niy men who,eft this

ship with LieutenantBellot, have, just returne.d with. the sad, intelligence .of, I
fear, his being drowned. The partipulars of an exan]înation of the two inen I
have entrusted to Lieutenant Cresswell, who was present at the time,;, it is in a
rough shape, but being anxious that you should be made acquainted with the
sad event, I deemed it necessary to despatch him immediately.

The despatches arc safe, the men having brought them back. I have there-
fore to request your opinion-as-to whether, from- the state of the ice in the
channel which Lieutenant Cresswell will inform you of, it is advisable to des-
patch another party or not immediately, to endeavour to communicate with
'Sir Edward' Belche.

I have, &c.,
W. J. S. PULLEN, Comniander.'

Nó. 6.

Commander INGLEFIELD to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY,
Reporting the death of Lieutenant Bellot, of the Frenci Imperial Navy.

Sir, Her Majesty's Steam Sloop " Phonix."
IT is my very painfli duty to acquaint you, for the information of ny Lords

Commissioners of the Adniralty, of the death of M. Bellot, Lieutenant of the
French Marine, who was appointed to this ship on the 15th April last, by their
Lordships, as supernunierary.

This gallant oflicer met with his death by drowning, whilst away on a
travelling party up Wellington Chanel, whitheir he had volunteered to go to seek
for me. Captai Pullen had, however, availed hiniself of his experience in
Aretic travelling to send forward their Lordships' despatches to Sir Edward
Belcher.
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The men who accompanied M. Bellot returned eight days after their departure,
statiug that on the evening of Wednesday, the 17th A ugust, the party were
landing from the floe by means of the india-rubber boat, when the ice suddenly
broke up, leaving M. Bellot and two men still ailoat. The former, after making
arrangements (b building a barricade with snow) to protect the men from the
gale, which had set it, went to the top of a hummnock, close to a crack five
fathoms wide, and not returning shortly to the shelter, the men went out to seek
for him, and could find nothing but the short stick he carried in his hand
floating on the water; they have no doubt he was drowned as they remained on
the floc thirty hours after, and never saw a trace of him.

By a miracle they succeeded in landing after this period at a spot a short
distance from where the two other men had got on ,hore.

The independent evidence of the four men plainly proves the correctness of
their statement, and there cannot be a doubt that poor M. Bellot was blown
off the hummock into the crack by a violent gust of wind, when he indubit-
ably perished by drowning, as unable to swim, he was inuch hampered with
stiff wet clothes, anid a southwester tied under his chin.

The loss of this gallant officer bas been deeply felt by all on board, for his
amiable qualities, and bold adventurous disposition had rendered hini beloved
by all who knew him.

I an, &c.,
E. A. INGLEFIELD, Commander.

No. 6.
SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY to H. U. ADDINGToN, Esq.

Sir, Admiralty, 7th October 1853.
I Au commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you

herewith for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, a copy of a letter froi
Commander Pullen, of Her Majesty's ship " North Star," dated Beechey Island,
20th August, 1853, and an extract of a letter from Commander Inglefield, of
Her Majesty's steam vessel " Phnix," dated 4th instant; and my Lords cannot
sufficiently express the regret which they have to convey the intelligence of the
melancholy death of Lieutenant. Bellot of the French navy to Lord Cl arendon.

The generous devotedness of Lieutenant Bellot to the humane and honourable
cause in which he was engaged, high talents, the many admirable qualifi-
cations possessed by him for so arduous a service, and his engaging character
and nanners, addlcd to his manly courage and energy in carryig through
whatever enterprise lie was engaged in, had already secured to hiu the admi-
ration of their Lordships, and the affectionate esteemn of his conrades and all
with whom hc was embarked.

1 have, &c.,
W. A. B. HAMILTON.

No. 7.
SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY to Commander INGLEFIELD.

Sir, Admiralty, 7th October 1853.
IIAVING laid before iny Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of

the 4th inst., rcceived this day, I an comnmanded to convey ' you the expres-
sion of their Lordships' great satisfaction at youir proceedings.

y Lords bighly approve of the firrnness, cnergy, and great good judgnment
with whicli you havc carried out their instructions, and of all the steps you have
taken iii the execution of their orders; viid their Lordships desire that you will
convey to the officers, seamen, and miarines employed under your coninand,
ineluding the master, second master, and crew of thc " Breadalbane," the like
expression of their Lordships'high approval of the manner in which you speak
of their having donc their duty.

I an further commanded not to conclude this despatch without signifying
the deep regret with which my Lords have heard of the untimely death of an
officer'so much estecmed by theni as Lieu tenant Bellot of the French navy.

I aA, &c.,
W. A. B. HlaMI.ros.
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No. 8.

SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY tO Commander INGLEFIELD.

Sir, , Admiralty, 7th October 1853
My Lords Conunissioners of the Adniralty having been pleased to sign a

commission promoting you to the rank of Captain in Her Majesty's Navy; I
have their Lordships commands to acquaint you therewith, and that your
commission is with the Chief Clerk of this Office.

I am, &c.,
R. OSBORNE.

Captain INGLEFIELD to the SEcRETARY OF TE ADMmIRLTY, London.
Sir, Admiralty in Waiting, 8th October 1853.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the very handsome letter their Lordships
have been pleased to forward to me, in reply to my statements of the proceed.
ings of the expedition with which I was entrusted, and in doing so, I feel that it
is as much my duty as my pleasure to be able to convey to their Lordships my
testinony as to the ample ana very efficient assistance I have at all times
received from ny second in command, Lieutenant W. Elliott, whose services
upon Captain Austin's expedition arc too well known to require comment froma
me. To the qualities of an able officer he has exhibited those of an experienced
seauan, most especially during the time of his being in command of the " Dii-
gence" tender, and durig the period when my necessary absence from the ship,
on the journey up Wellington Channel, left him in a responsible situation.

I cannot close this letter, in which I beg especially to call Lieutenant Elliott's
claims before their Lordships' notice, without bearing my unqualified testimony
to the zeal and ability displayed by every officer in the expedition; and in doing
so, I must individualise the master, Mr. Stanton, whose surveys, observations,
and angle-books bear the fullest testimony not only to his abilities as a master,
but his qualities as a surveyor. He, moreover, has shown that continued exer-
tion in the prosecution of the services on which we were employed, which has
(in the absence of a second lieutenant in this expedition) fallen especially heavy
on him, and inerits my perfect approbation.

I an, &c.
E. A. INGLEFIELD.

IV.
Lieutenant Cresswell's Letter, 7th October 1853, announcing his

Arrival with Despatches from Captain M'Clure, communicating
the Proceedings of' Her Majesty's Ship " Investigator," and
Discovery of the North-West Passage.

No. 1.

Lieutenant CREsswELL to the SEcRETARY oi THE ADHiRALTY.
Sir,

I u-AvE, the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Corn.
missioners of tic Admiralty, of my arrival in London this morning with Captain
Inglefield of lier Majesty's ship "Phonix," having been charged with Com-
mander M'Clire's despatches, by Captain Kellett of Her Majesty's ship
" lesolute," which arc hercwith transinitted, together with a copy of the orders
I received froi Commander M'Clure and Captain Kellett.

I have tic greatest satisfaction in reporting, that during the prolonged service
on which ve were eniploycd in scarch of the crews of the niissing ships, we have
only lost three men in the spring of the present year.

1 left the " Investigator " on the 15th of April last, in the Harbour of Mercy,
latitude 74° 6' North, longitude I170 45' West, and crossing the ice with
sledges, reached the " Resolute " at Melville Island, on the 2d of May.
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Assisted by a party from the !'Resolute,» I reached the "North Star,"
Beechy I.h June, ,yil.LiutnantMyuniatt,; whom it gives
me great pleasure to speak of in the'highest terms.

I have, &c.,
I - ~S. G. CREsswELI

* Lieutenant.of Her Majesty's ship "]Investigator."'

No. 2.

Commander M'CLURE to Lieutenant CRESSWELL.

By Robert- MfClure, .Esq., Conmander of Her,,Majesty's Discovery
.Ship " Investigator," and,Senior Officer present.

CONSIDERING »it of the utmost importance that, the crew should be divided, as
-the, only means of carrying the views -which I entertain into effect, viz., the pro-
bàbility of' being thereby able to extricate and carry home the ship, or, failing
in'the accomplishment of such design, to be enabled to meet the contingency of
another winter in 'any part of these sens, without. the risk of, suffering from
starvation, which must inevitably follow with the whole complement on board,
I therefore deem, no further preamble requisite, but direct your attention ;to
the following:- 

*

Having most opportunely received intelligence, conveyed under very severe
and trying circumstances by Lieutenant Pim, from Captain KelIett, C.B;§ of
Her Majesty's Discovery Ship -" Resolute," now most providentially wintering
at Dealy Island, that .as allayed thé great apprehension which 1 otherwise
could not have divested -myself of feeling for the safety of those engaged in the
-execution of.a-serrice so bazardons. You will, consequently, upon the 15th of
the present month, or as soon after as the weather will admit, proceed to the
Island mentioned in the preceding paragrapli,.taking under your ,cominand such
office-s and men as are selected for detachment.

Several will require great care and attention froni the debility-occasioned by
the epidemie that has, throughout the lafe very severe winter, afflicted them;
consequently you will not allow the laudable anxiety which might urge you to
accomplish the journey by undue exertion, to overcone a proper consideration
for their enféebled state, so as to tax their strength too severely.

You will be provisioned for twenty-four days, which will admit of your taking
~äs'iý_tàgé s Toi' C~ae Pfòriffenòë aid Pôirit HëañiieM vhcre yon èan cohiplete
your resources if necessary, and also remain to refresh your crew, froin thence
to the " Resolute" is onfly thirty miles.

On arriving at Dealy lsland and reporting yourself to Captain Kellett, C.B.,
you will then; of, course! be tnder his orders , which you will follow for, your
future guidance.

Given úndei my hdand on board Her Majesty's Discovery Ship
"Investigator," Bîay of Mercy, . Baring's Iand, 7th day of
April 1853.

RoBEaiT M'Ci,îaE, Connander,

Captain HENRY KELLETT, C.B., to Lieutenaiit CREssWELL.

Ih being of importance that an officer of Her Majesty's ship " Investigator,"
should reacli England by the carliest opportunity, andit being possiblé that
these ships may not break out this season,

You wifl take charge of Commander M'Clure's despatchcs, delivcring them
to the commanding officer of the " North Star," who will cause copies to be
made of them for Sir Edward Belcher's information, and retuni Vou the
original, sealed, for conveyance to England.

You will acconpany Mr. Roche, mate, who has charge of the party, with
instructions to victual you and Mr. Wynniatt, whosc health is such as to require
un inmiediate return to England.

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's ship "I Resolute," at
Dealy Island, 7th May, 1853.

HENfRY KELLETT, Captain.



Proceedings of Captain M'Clure, of' Her Majgsty's Dis'cvery Ship
ShWestigator,", in search, of the Expedition,,.under Sir John'
Franklin, - from August; 1 95Q J.o ,April, 1853, and reporting
thebiscovery' of the North-West tPassage;

No. 1.
Cçminander RoBERT, M'CLURE to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, London.

H. M. D. S. " Investigator," Bay of Mercy, Baring's Island,
Sir, . .- lOtli Apïil 1853.

I HAVE the honour to forward to you -for the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty the 'narrative of the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Ship under y. coxnand from the period of parting, comppny with
Captaim Kellett, of thé " Herald," off Cape Lisbu'rne,' in August 1850 to the
prèÈent date, and trust that the course which I have adopted in e'ndeavouiring fo
carry out mny'fistructions as regards the search of the Expedition únder Sir
JohnFranlin into effect, will meet with the approval of their Lordships,; like-
wise, that the division of *my crew, in the hopes of being able to Bave the ship,
and failing that, to meet the contingcncy of another winter, which, by any
other means would have been impossible, as, should wc not get as far as Port
Leopold this season, next April we muàt of necessity quit the ship, taking away
the last ounce of provisions, from which their Lordships mày observe that
perseverance w'ill -have been carried to the utmost extent, famine alone causing
our desertio· of the vessel.

I have, &c.,
ROBERT i'CLURE., Commander.

No.'2.

To the CHIEF TRADER Of the HUDSoN's BAY CoMPANY at Fort Good Hope,
North Ainerica, (or any of the Company's Officers).

Her Majesty's Discovery Ship " Investigator,"
Sir, 24th August 1850.

I HAVE to request that you will cause the accompanying despatch for' the
Lords Commissioners of the Adniralty to be forwarded with the least possible
delay, so that if it is practicable, it may arrive this year; you are aware of the
great interest that is attached to this expedition, and consequently all informa
tion regarding its progress will be considered of the utmost importance.

I feel convinced it is unnecessary to urge you to exertion in the performance
of this duty; the Honourable Company with which you arc connected having
with great liberality, zeal, and beneficence, expressed their desire to render
every assistance in forwarding the views not only of Her Majesty's Government.
but that of the nation at large, in facilitating the search for the missing expedia
tion under Sir John Franklin. It is impossible for me to suggest any method
by which this despatch may be carried, whether by Indians specially engaged
for the purpose, or through your usual communication, only permit me to beg
that the most expeditious method may be pursued, and let the expenses attend-
ing its transmission be placed to the account of the " Arctic Searching
Expedition."

I have, &c.,
RoBERT M'CLURE, Commander.

No. 3.

Tu the CHIEF TRADER of the RUssIAN FUR COMPANY, North Ainerica.
Her Britannic Majesty's Discovery Ship " Investigator,"

1 Ith August 1850, off Jones' Island.
Sir,

THE discovery ships under, Sir, John Franklin sailed from ,England in 1845,
and were last seen in Baffin's Bay in July in that year, steering for Lancaster
Sound.
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The aid of the officers of the Russian Fur Company is earnestly solicited in
the humane endeavour to rescue such of the missing crews as may succeed in
reaching the shore of this Continent.

And it is conceived that this may bc effectually rendered by offering to the
Esquimaux and Tchutski the promise of a liberal reward of kettles, saws,
knives, beads, and such other articles of commerce as they covet, for any
effectual relief afforded to any white men that may bc cast on their coasts, and
for conducting them in safety to a neighbouring fur post. ihe English
Admiralty will defray the expense of such rewards, on application.

I am, &c.,
RORT. M'CLURE, Commander.

No. 4.

Commander M'CLURnE to the SECHETARY oF Trt ADMIRALTY, London.
Her Britannic Majesty's Discovery Ship " Investigator," off Jones Island, to the

Eastward of Beren's Point, Lat. 70 :33' N., Long. 15o 16' W.
Sir, 11th August 1850.

I SEND this by au Esquimaux bout, vith the hope of its conveying the intelli-
gence of our progress to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty through the
.Russian Fur Company.

We parted company with the " Herald," off Cape Lisburne, upon the 31st
ultiriti; inade the ice in latitude 72° l' N., longitude 166° 12' W., found the
pack exceedingly close and heavy extending E.N.E. to W.N.W., worked along
its inargin until the 5th instant, and then shaped a course for W ainright's Inlet ;
in running, exchariged nuinbers with the " Plover ;" at 11.30 A.M. made a low
beach, distant about two miles; weather vcry thick running entirely by the lead
from 14 to 73 fàthonis, in which latter water, rounded Point Barrow at about
11.30 P.t. without, however, seeing it.

Shaped a course for Bankcs's Land through loose sailing ice; next morning,
August 6th, the weather cleared, found that we had been running towards the
pack which was impenetrable, extending from S.E. to S.W., (by the north) ;
hauled to the wind and commenced working to the southward; upon the after-
noon of the 7th, got clear of the ice into Smith's Bay. At 2 A.I. of the Sth,
erected a cairn, and left a notice of our passing upon Point Drew ; several
natives came on board, who had arrived but thrce days previous, had seen no
other vessel; stated the vater would be open along the shore during the sum-
mer, fron about three to five miles in width. In runniug along the coast to the
eastward, several Baidars came off, said they had iot seen any white men, except
sone in boats last suanmer going cast, (which I suppose to be Lieutenant Pullen);
sent a letter by theni containing information for their Lordships.

Landed a notice upon Point Pitt, off which the ship grounded in stays, but
vas shortly liove afloat without any dainage. Expcrienced much difficulty in

rounding Cape Halket from ice being set close to shore, allowing only the space
of fron 3½. to 4?, fathons to work through. August 1 ith, imade Jonîes's Island
eastward of Harrison's Bay; erected a eairn, and left a notice; several natives
came off; no intelligence of any description.

I am1, Sir, &c.,
Ilountl M'ICIWmu:, Commander.

No. 5.

Commander M'Ciwnst to the SiensTAny or 'm: ANismîI;rv, London.

lier Majesty's Discovcry Ship " Investigator," off
Point Warren, Polar Sea,

Latitude 69° 43' North, Longitude 131° 57' West.
Sir, 24th August 1850.

I iiAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of the Lords Com-
missionérs of 'the Admiralty, that we arrived off the Mackenzie upon the 21st



instant, the letters that I forwarded by Her aajesty's shig " Hald," from
whom I parted company upon-the 30th ultimo off Cape Lisburne,, ill have
put you in possession.of my proceedings up to that date.

After parting with the " Herald," I stood to the N.N.W., with a fresh breeze
from the N.E., with the intention of making the ice, which was accomplished
upon the morning of the 2d August, in latitude 72° 1' North, longitude 166° 12'
West, and at 11 A.M. stood into the loose ice for the purpose of examninng
the pack, the wind, however, failing before we got far in, I was induced to run,
out to avoid being beset, having ascertained that the pa6k wvas very close and
heavy extending from E.N.E. to W.N.W., and seeing no hope of getting
through, worked along its edge, in soundings from 24 to 26 fathoms (mud), the
hundreds of walruses that were lying upon the ice, thickly huddled together
like sheep in a fold, was most astonishing, we continued working along the ice,
occasionally getting drifted in until the 5th, when the weather, which had been
previously thick and misty cleared. a little, and no ice being in sight, I shaped a
course for Wainwright's Inlet, with the intention of getting between the pack
and shore; in ruuning, exchanged numbers with Her Majesty's ship " Plover,"
and at 11.30 A.M. observed a low beach, apparently shingle, distant about two
miles, the weather again' having become thick, we went entirely by our
soundings, which varied from 14 to 73 fathoms, in which latter we rounded
Point Barrow at 11.30 P.M., without, however, observing the-land, and steered
to the eastward direct for Banks's Land, finding that the ice was sufficiently
loose and practicable for sailing through; these hopes were soon, however,
dissipated, for upon. the forenoon of the 6th it was, suddenly cleared, when I
found that we had been running directly into the pack, which was very heavy
and impenetrable, extending from S.E. to S.W. (by the North), in latitude
71° 35' North, and longitude 155° 12' West, and the sea thtough which we had
cone looking nearly as white as the ice ahead, except that lanes of water were
observable, we instantly hauled to the wind, and commenced working out;
during the night the breeze freshened considerably, bringing showers of rain
vith thick weather, while being compelled to carry a press of canvas through

very heavy and close sailing ice rendered the'navigation extremely critical, the
vessel occasionally struck with some violence, this continued until the afternoon
of the 7th, vhei clear water was reported from the crow's nest; the wind
almost immediately failing, the boats were all manned and towing commenced
amidst songs and cheers, which continued with unabated good humour for six
hours, when their laborious work was brought to a successful termination;
being in perfectly clear vater in Smith's Bay, a liglit air -springing up, we
vorked to the eastward, at 2 A.u. of the 8th, being off Point Drew, sent

Mr. Court (second master) on shore to erect a cairn and bury a notice of our
having passed; upon landing they were met by three natives, who at first were
very timid, but upon exchanging signs of friendship, vhich consisted of raising
the arms three times over the head, they approached the boat, and after the
picasant salutation of rubbing noses,, became very communicative, when, by the
assistance of our invaluable interpreter Mr. Miertsching, (the selection of this
gentleman for this important office does infinite credit to the discernment of
those who sent him,) we found the tribe consisted of ten tents (this being the
only approach to their numbers he could obtain), had arrived only three days
previous, and that they hold communication with a party inland, who trade
with the Russian Fur Company: the evening before, they had observed us, but
could not imagine what large trees they were, moving about (our masts),
and that all the tribe had assembled on the beach to look at them, when they
agreed it was something very extraordinary, and left the three men who met the
boat to watch; they also gave the pleasing intelligence that we should find open
water along the coast, fron about three to five miles distance during the summer ;
that the hcavy ice very seldom cane in, or never left the land further than at
present ; that they did not know if there were any islands further north, as they
found it impossible to go in their kyacks, when in pursuit of seals, further than
onc day's journey to the main ice ; and then the lanes of water allowed of their
proccedine three quarters of a day further, which brought then to very large
and high ice, with not space enough in any part of it to allow their kyacks to
enter: the probable distance Mr. Micrtching therefore estimates from his
knowledge of the Esquimaux' habits to be about forty miles off shòre, and from
what I have seen of the pack, an inclined to think this is perfectly correct, for a
more unbroken mass I never witnessed. They also mentioned seeing the boats
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this lie obt-ained, from ,the Russiaus. As aai specimen, of the observ-ation of
theee people and, thieir, aptitg.defor trade,' the following mnay be takeii¶ Seeig
that we cut, the. tobacco, into pieçes to give in exchange for their fish (salizon.
trout), thcy began .to, dozthc sanie, with the fish ; this, howcver, wc would net.
admnit, st3hley, ývere, okliged to.corneto our ternis. Duiring thie ilternoon, whilrc
stning,'a1oug g i lpw flat, .islaj1d* obseryed a fI!ag (a .pair of , seal skini inexpressi-,
bleý), igpi a loftypol1e-and. a, quâ4tity of natives ar.ound it; we stood for thei,,

i~~î~hç, per ftlhipg .j»,,tbey., appeareld, t.o.,regret their temerity, for.
do»uiy j theyt: raiu.,;, _ Shortýy, gainixig! cou.rakei thcy



tle ;gift "-ýýùdnt-ý ýî ii« ' " 'illino n<' y,-- .'_1opxh ,rec~r]i4 to, a4bih
ii, but at iengtli, th in't'e1prëter,'inade them, undeiitaicY i~t <waS;setýthejby

a reat chief; aùa iii rçt!iii they twver tb" be,-vpry kiIjo'ý '~1~te -mn. .they,
miet,' aiidi sho'w', It o, t hemi.., Ai, ,this they pýopmised,;' le .cii.f 'thený seized

it "is 'rms,,and 'rau aqiàss -the island 't îis.-çaîioe, - fblloed --:byiý,the.
remainder of ,,hisý tribe, 'and 'no 49uobt, hurridwith the joyful i4n*gs:o ,th è,

w en.,, lefin4aetrl set, Which.peet bu'~ln,1u slghtýprog~~
wînâ Sndhaningso tuc'tO the, eastiard, ~
lOn tfie'mri'' " h,-1t,ý bias!cp lýsdi

whol1' e' leint of the.lt fu edas cai 41n~1ç,. ctqipiîi-th
ceampMxeto theîtrb,e, w,è-çt'ilasi night,~ and., asoin11e that jlye ha

seen, t»'o: days.previbti4, for w1hich it aDpèed 'Éiey <xe,,ma3gratory',;-.'th'À'y
1brought' off -a 'supp y'o)f>fsh,'and' a 4 uantft' f venîso,butýthe.,'atter was% in
such a h4i4h stÈi of putrefactiounv ,cul ottucli rit; in~lwd ost of,
the'mento ,comeon board, and'altÈ,ough wve11 aware, of ,the'jr ina'vishijropcnisities.
anà coânsequent1y, a sharp, l0ookou't-'as kept- ,uponthein, theyr most,;adroitIy,
managed to'Ëlip both handies of' o wiuch, and y-; smaliî icearhorinito their.

baidâr, wvhen the fait sex becanme the, recipients ;it wa by. the greatest; acciden't
the theft was discoverçd, by the .end of one hani prtudfng from. ybeneath tthe
ample' proportionis'of thée lady,, ; Who' when , axed; imxediately. i-eturned,.tbge
articles and informed uýpô. hier. husbaud ; for thi, iMmuraity,,he ,vhole'bo't
Was exempted. fro,onreceiving aunypresent... 'orkingùp the estward 1,,observed,

a few% deer upon'oneof the low islands, but was 'rçrèyenited sendingdny bont;,as,
a, S. B. càrentivàas setting us, in ; tq~ -hqal water yery, fht - ithat all the-,ýoats.

wvre required to, tow uiiil 8 P.m., When a light, air. ran us toithe ýVPstýVrd, into
sixfathoms. The loose ice wasin,,. ýpid mlotion",Rand the, .alrger . ,floepipçes -ýs
they pasýçd .appeared' to ' create t a current w.hiçh frequièî4y tuyinqd the vessel'

ç9mpktcly round. againýst helin and ,sails, the poqyer, of, a .,t'o-knot breeze 1beiuw
insuf cient-to cgunteractî t. ,..L.poh'.ihe moi ning, of the, ýI 3th jype, wereg~nveîOpea
ia dense fog,'^ amongsp exceedinigly* heavy audiclos6 sailing, -ice, through which

we'attemýpte ' to' wor 'k; 'but found that, endeayoiuring to ùvoid , nep'ieèe,- we XUfl

upon another, strikinu Occasionally with, great, ,orce, ~wich, dýterrniined, nme to
secure to a fioe untl 'it clearged; 'n tis we .fbrtunately ,,ucceçded,- getting -oiîe
that wp grouinded lu seven, fathoms; .it was a heaivy piece, bpt, not, wo rnuch so,
as niany that vere 'about us. , I took lits h eight aboye the,wvater ini seven places,
whi9 h gave, an average of 1 l.ft., il in.,; pL pack chiefly- composed of, sucli mould,
be too' p9werful a ,foe for'auy ship ong-to contend against; At 8 'AM of the
l4th,,it hiàving càeared a'littie, slipped from. the floe t and co mmencéd working to
the'eastNvaid amonigst masses of ice. :At 10.30 &.m., k)bserved a shoal just mi
timie.to avoid it.; itwas-complptely hiddèq.: fi-oui, view -off deck,; ,,,iot being as',
high as., the, ice, hàaviug ,a qàuantity, of , dxiftwood- iion, itý,which is in great
abuiidauce, alonglAthe wholé coast. Ât, 3.30 P.; ,our, course tvas impeded by
an -other' of, thýese"10w islauds, which, 1h4d the, ,jce, resting,.uponi itý -northeru
extreme, whille the southera point wvas flanked by; a shoalç ,which,çonected it
Nvithl the island seen, 'in the morning; we were, tlwis perfec.tly hemmed in, the
boàts were sentoouàwhen Mr. Court, representeda paissage. practicablqin
three faýthoms, in lu rning. th ,ý,înIr Qapowtoý
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fathomseWhidhbacl escap ed 'observation; we had çPnsequently to lighténve, ssel conside ybe ore se':got off, which however was accomplishdivithbut anyßaage (the liottom being sand) by 11 P.m., havin been on shorefivelhours. I regretta d Utlat eleven casks of sait meat, which wereplacedm .tieVfi t whabdat,"were losflyher upsetting being compelled to place theprbvisions la the whalers, the cutters having the bower anchors in them; this isa serous loss, ideèd an irreparable calamity. As.soon as we were off, it wasmy 'wih io return by the way we came in, but found that the ice had set uonthe shoal wè had first observed, and cut off our retreat, under which circu mnstances I was oblgeci dto anchor and wait a change of wind. Upon the 16th thewmvid'came slightly from tlie weetward, which set the ice in motion, off thé north'point of the'islandi At 9 A.M. weighed, and towed to the edge of the ice,,whichpresented a'barrier of about 500 yards in width between us and-the open waterwe wished to get into, we comnenced varping at 2 P.M., and so heavy was theice that it was not until 8 P.mb. that we could get through: it fell calm, somadè fast to the ice for the night. Next morning, the 17th, a very thick fogwith light N.E. wind, and at 4 A.M. comnmenced kedging to the eastward, butat 7 Â.M. gave it up ; the vind freshened, and unable to see for fog ; at twoP.M. it cleared, we shpped from the ice and 'plied to the N.E. amidst heavystreams and large floe pieces, vessel striking violently but unavoidably againstthem.-48th. To-day from the mast-head observed the first lane of open waterin the- pack, extendig east and west several miles but very narrow ; in theevening a fresh breeze from S.W., and almost simultaneously aslight pitchingmotion was observed, which is considered an -infallible syinptom of open waterbeing near; it was so foggy that nothing could be seen, but notwithstanding Ishaped a course N.N.W. for Banks's Land, thinking that we had rounded the pack,havmng. coasted it between 400 and 500 -miles, we continued the greatest part ofthe night- to run without much obstruction, but upon the following morning, the19thour progress was checked by finding that we had run into a deep bight,which compelled us to work back again to the S.E.-20th. Before getting c earof this,pac into which ve had penetrated a considerable distance, being decoyedby a-few- lanes of open water, wve were compelled to run seventy miles south,which placed us in latitude 69° 50' N. longitude 136° 50' W. it is seldoin thatobservations canbe obtained, this being only the sixth set since the 5th of themonth, the fog and mist being more continuous than I ever remember to havemet elsewhere.-August 21st. Have succeeded in getting again into clear water;at 1 P.M. malde the Pelly Islands off the mouth of the Mackenzie; the coastis, however, so excessively shoal that I find it impossible to reach the mainlandwhich I was very anxious to accomplish, but at the distance of 40 miles fromit was obliged 'to tack in 3î fathoms ; we passed the line of its tide mostdistinctly marked about ten miles further North, the water being the colour ofthe Thames at Woolvich, slightly brackish, and its temperature 390, the sea fourhours previous being 28°. From what I have observed of the pack I feel con-vinced that any attempt to reach Banks's Land through it, would only terminatein failure and the consequent loss of valuable timne; but by working between itseLdge and the shore have confidence in nmaking a good advance this season, it istherefore my intention to pursue the latter method, and in so doing deviatefrom my original purpose of pushing into the ice, as mentioned in my letterto their Lordships dated the 19th July.-August 22d. Fog during the vholeof the niglit very dense, but having much open water upon the eastern shorefrom the Mackenzie towards Cape Batharst, had no difficulty in working alongit, in soundings fron four to eight fathoms, vhich latter was the extent that theice permitted us off shore. At noon a slight clear discovered to us a cluster ofislands, which by a very indifferent observation (latitude 69° 34' N., longitude1350 9' W.) point theni out as those' of Pelly.-August 23d. A fine clear day,the tenperature rising to 40° at noon, made the northern extreme of RichardIsland from the masthead, and'by a good observation established our position,latitude 69° 54' N., longitude 1330 48' W., the water towards the shore beingperfert]y clear of ice, which agrees with the account given by Sir John Richard-son, that the natives observe no ice for two moons, but these never quit the landany distance, for were they to extend their excursions ten miles further north.than our position they would finci the pack solid -and impenetrable; this, how-ever, gives ample space for navigation, the soundings being so exceedinglyregular that during the most foggy iweather 've can stand in shore with the mostperfeotoconfidence to '3½ fathoms. A wiale was seen totday, being only the



third. since 'ounding Point, Barrow, althoñÈh upô' the î weI olf that
poi nt' seven were counted.-August 24th. Observédhuts anfd'" tivesàft' Point
Warrén. 'I hastilyclose this éomýmunication' in 'the hoýesf Ità reaching tlieir
Lordships this year,through Fort 'Good Iop; as I'i agie these people'cor-
municate with the Mackenzie. ,I havé Written to the Comp'anys ófficer a tlie
above-mentioned post to request his êxertions iu sendingitTórward. ,

In conclusion, it gives me niuch pleasure-to state thaf thé Whol'of 'th' c'rew
are in excellent health and spirits; the season appè'arW ex'eëdingly favourable,
the temperature being mild and the water pèrfectly frée frm icealon'g the slir
as far as we can see. It was my intention'to 'ha e touéhed at Capé Bathirft,
with the chance of being able to forwàrdlihisdëspatcb, Which *ill/nvïnoi be
necessary, but shah make the most of thé' reë'ainder of "the 9èë àson'by'getting
to the northward in pursuance of their Lórdshipý'-directions.

I havé, &c.
ROBERT M'CiURE, Cdmmander.

No. 6.
Commander M'Ci.URE to the SECRFTARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, London.

Her Majesty's Discovery Ship " Investigator," off
Cape. Bathurst, Polar Sea, Lat. 70 23' N.,

Sir, Long. 127° 57' W., 30th August 1850.
HAvING closed my Despatch of the 24th with an intimation that it would be'

left near Point Warren with the natives, observed from the ship; in accordance
with that intention I proceeded to the shore; whysit was not so left I shall,,in
continuation of my narrative, relate. From the coitiguity of this. tribe to the
Mackenzie I was naturally led to imagine that their trade was'with the Hudson's
Bay Company; great, therefore, was my surprise upon approaching the beach
to find, instead of being greeted with the usual friendly signs, that two savages;
with gesticulations the most menacing, having bended bows with arrows on
their strings, and one with a large knife which lie brandisbed most significantly,
waved us off. Taking no heed of- these hostile demonstrafons we-pulled in;
they retreated, yelling furiously. Upon our reaching the fuil of the beach 'we
made the same signs of friendship which we bad uséd with the Esquimaux
further west, but vithout any effect until joined by the interpreter, who was in
full native costume; this gave them confidence, and upon bis explaining our
friendly intentions they approached, but when, within about, thirty yards,
remarking some muskets which the boat's crew had, their fury revived; to
pacify them they were laid upon the ground, where they became the object of
a cautious examination. Still unsatisfied, they beckoned to take them to the
boat; seeing that nothing short of this would allow of any communication, I
sent them away, when they approached, and permitted us to examine their bows
and arrows.

Mr. Miertsching informed me that we had been observed -at five in the
morning; the whole tribe had immediately taken to their baidars, vith their
most valuable skins, and left the settlement, with the exception of the chief
and his son, who remained to defend their property, as it vould have been un-
dignified to have retired when danger was apprchended. A sick son and bis
mother, seeing our friendly disposition, soon joined us. Dr. Armstrong ex-
amined the poor lad's foot; it was in a frightful state. of mortification. 'The
Chief stated that they were at war with the neighbouring tribes, and liad occa-
sional skirmishes with the Indians, that they had no communication with any
person belonging to the Great River (Mackenzie), or had they seen any white
peoplé before;. but when the sea freezes (the latter end of next month) the
whole tribe proceed west, and trade with the Esquimaux. which we had met
with near Jones' Island. The interpreter told him that he had found a brother
in the Chief of one of those tribes whose name was Uttauwas. Tie old Chief
clapped his hands, and said he knew him well, that he was the Grea't Chief he
traded with, and their reason for going such a distance in preference to the.
Mackenzie was, that the white man had given the Indians very bad water, which
killed many and made others foolish (drunk), and that they would not have
any such water. From this it evidently appears that tie Company lose
annually many valuable skins, which find their way to the Colville instead of
the Mackenzie.

Obscrving an old flat brass button suspended from the car of the Chief,'he
D 3 •



said it was taken, from a white. man tat, had þeen killed .by, one of his tribe,
he wert- away in his kyàck wiein, the \vesséI wâs. seeià., Tli whiteuan

belonged to a party which had lalded at Point.Warreii, and tiere built a house';
,nobody knew how they came, as' they had rio'boat, but, that Îhey went iinlad.
The man killed 'had itrayed, from the party, and- that he 'and his son burieý
him upon a hill at'a little distande.,, The only answér we ould' obain as"to
theprobable time when his transaétión fooI<p lace was, '' that it migIht be lasi
Year, or whenI was a child." To have examinedcthe grave Iwas very anxious,
but wvas prevented'by the étate thet weather becomingfoggy.,with fresh
breeze, 'which compelled- our immédiate retuin 't 'th' ship ; so making them a

,few presents e parted on very amicable terms. , This intélligence appeared:of
so important, a'natui'e with 'iëspèct. to thè white, men on the point, ihat I deier-
mined to remain n'util it.,became sufficiently, clear -t land and examine tie
bouse, which might göéàibly' coitain some indication of 'the' missing expedition.
This detained me-eighteen hours, but to have left with a doubt would have
oèen a subjèct of jerpetual regret.

At 2 A.M. on the following morning, the 25th, we reached the point. The
weather.being tolerably clear, the int'erpreter, Dr. Armstrong, and myself went
on shore rin eager ' expectation of discovering 'soine clue 'that would~lead to a

'knowledge of the parties, but in this we were miserably disappointed; two huts,
indeed, were there to excite hopes, but uþon approachmg them, found the wood-
work to -be perfectly rotten and of 'a'Very old date, without any description of
-mark to yield the slightest- information. The general appearance of the country
about the point was low and marshy, covered with grass,-moss, and flowers, the
breediig place of theý eider duck and every species of 'wild fowl; we -also
remarked the footmarks of the fox and'reindeer. So fertile a landscape I could
not anticipate upon; the shores of the Polar Sea. The interpreter, from his
knowledge of the customs of the Esquimaux, is of opinion that the story bf
the white man is traditionary. Probably some of the early discoverers had
been engaged in some affray with the ancestors of the present chief, and one of
them had been killed ; the present generation inherit the honour, and so identify
themselves with'their forefathers, speaking òf the transaction in the first'person
as if they theimselves were the actors, which is very likely from ihe vague
definition of the time, "It might be last year or 'when I was a child;" so the
history of the white man will still continue a nystery. We also heard that last
year two boats came from thé westward, and landed at Point Warren, and then
returned. I cannot imagine what boats these could be, unless they were those of
Lieutenant Pullen, who, in thick weather, might have missed the Mackenzie, and
by sights obtained at the point discover his error. They had not seen any this
year.-August 26th. N.E. windsand-snow, occasionally clearing, so that the land
couldbe discerned, which presented the same low line, with a few conical hills a
short distance inland. We saw a few old tents, but not a native. Two whales
passed close to the vessel, one very large, although only in six fathoms water.

August 27th. Light northerly winds and thick fog. It was my intention to
liave' sent a boat along shore that she might have examined it thoroughly, as
the water to the eastward of Cape Brown permits us standing within two miles
of the coast, and to have taken her on board in, the evening, but -under the' cir-
cumstance of thick weather I could not venture to do so, fearful of being
detained by missing her.-August 28th. , Light winds from, N.E. with a mild
cloudy day. At noon Cape Dalhousie S.W. twelve miles. ,Several masses of
drift ice, some of the pieces very heavy, which, however, is not any obstruction to
our progress, as the space of open water is ample for:sailing. We have'found
during the last four days a current varying from eleven to sixteen miles daily
setting to the southward. We have had Io opportunity<of shooting,,the greatest
part of the birds hud taken' their southern flight before our arrival; 'the -few
flocks that we have seen were very shy and unapproachable. ,

29th August. Very dense fog with light wind fiom N.E., which cleared at
noon sufficiently to obtain a meridian altitude,, and found that we had been set
since yesterday south twelve miles, Cape Dalhousie distant S.W. (truc) thrce
miles. The fog enveloped us .again:while standing off shore, when we ran into
a narrow channel, havmng about three and a half fathoms, on either side
compelled us to bear up west. This carried us into deep water inabout fifteen
minutes. In the course of the afternooû we fell in with very heavy drift ice,
composed of large floe pieces, occasionally becoming entangled in consequence
of the thick fog, although there was much open water amongst it.



£3thAugust; 'indpfom~ the' nrthward"1*ithTelear; weather. Observing ,a
mark optheibeaçchupo 'theislaid-off, MaitlandPoint in Liverpool-Bay, sent
Mr. $ginsbury, mate, ýto examine it,,and ,to, leave a notice of our passing. Upon
his retuin heireported that an Esquimaux, enéampment.had recentlybroken ip,
the traces of their tents and footmarks being, quite distinct. ,Ve W observed from
th-ship several reindeer, which, were not ,seen by' the .party, on shore. In stand-
ing along the coast, observing, natives, I ran in toforward this despatch, trusting
it ,nay ,each, the Hudson's Bay: Company this year, which is'probable, if they
are not as great, a set, of savages 'as we net near Point Warren. I hope to round
Cape Bathurst to-morrow ; this will therefore be the last communication which,
i will. in, all probability, be in my power to 'ma,ke to their Lord,ships. The
temperature has'hithertd been exceedingly mild, thermometer. very seldom,
being ;below 320, and,,from -the present favourable appearence both, of the
weather and 'state of the ,ice, I have very str.ong hopes of getting well, to the
northward ,ere the navigation ceases, which, will be about the latter end of next
month,. according to Esquimauxreport.

I have, &c.
RoBERT M'CLURE, Commander.

No. 7..
Commander M'CLURE to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, London

He1 Majesty's Discdvery Ship " Investigator,"g off Cape Bathurst, Polar Sea,
latitude 70° 28' N., longitude 1280 33' W.

(30th August 1850.)
IN accordance with the intention expressed at the conclusion of my last letter,

I proceeded in the tirst. whale boat accompanied by Dr. Armstrong and Mr.
Miertsching, followed by Lieutenant Cresswell and ,a party of officers in a
cutter, bringing a vgriety of presents; we were met, upon landing, by two
females who, greeted.us very cordially, and through the medium of the inter-
preter, acquainted me that the remainder of the, tribe were at Cape Bathurst
catching whales, which was at no, great distance, and they would be our guides.
Gladly ayailing ourselves of this apparently fortunate incident, the boats were
directed to pull along shore, while we, ascending the.cliffs, reached a fine level

plain extending several miles north and south, rich with verdure and abounding
mnmoss:, preferred walking, hoping to meet some reindeer, for which the pasture
ývas excellent;' but mile after mile was walked without any appearance of the
fishing party arriving, after the expiration of three hours, in a smaR bay, we were,
however, gratified at being told this was the spot where two boats,'the year
befoie last, had pitched their tents for, the night, (Sir J. Richardson,) and we
had to go a, very little further ; on reaching the next bay, we found there two
tents, which our guides said belong to them, but the cape or any appearance of the
tribe could not be seen;'we declined going any further, as in consequence of the
wind falling light, the vessel was by this time hull down; we were then kindly
invited to become partakers of their tents, and go on the next morning, which
hospitable offer was not accepted; but bartering several articles in exchange for
salmon, and making them a few presents, we returned on board, when at
10.30 p.M., it becoming dark and foggy, and getting into 3 fathoms, we
aichored for the night.

A.ugust 31st, at daylight, found that we were between the mainland and
Bailley's Islands; about a mile froin the latter, the weather still foggy with a
moderate N.W. breeze; but determined if possible to discover the fishing party;
at 7.30 A.M. I left the sbip with Mr. Miertsching and Dr. Armstrong in the cutter,
and after coasting about ten miles, discovered upon the extrernity of Cape
Bathurst, a large encampment consisting of thirty tents and nine winter houses,
numbering a little over three hundred people. Upon landing upon a very low
isthmus, which connects within a few yards the islands and mainland, we
remarked a commotion at the village, and a number of men rushed down the
cliffs, launched their kyacks and crossed to meet us; hauling these light and
elegant skiffs on the beach, they advanced with knives drawn and bows bent,
evidently prepared for hostilities; finding by our jestures that our intentions
were anicable, their bows were returned to their sealskin cases, but the knives
they still retained. The interpreter told them tbat our visit, was friendly, and
that they should put away themr knives, '' Yes,,' said, they,," when you do your
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guns." To be allowedý to.carry, the musket -appeared a great favour, for'which
they presented -you with their knife as a token of friendship. We remained
upwards of an hour; during the greater part of the time Mr. Miertsching was in
Parnest conversation with the chief, a fine intelligent middle-aged man, upon'the
necessity of bis forwarding our despatches to the " Mackenzie," which he
promised most faithfully to perform, for which he was to receive a musket and
ammunition; and upon bis delivering the packet, a further reward, equal in'
value to a silver fox skin ; he, however, said that their tribe do not trade with
the " Mackenzie," but with another further south, who, in their turn traffic with
the Indians who are in the service of the Hudson's Bay Company; so as they
have to pass through ý three tribes of the heathen before they come into the
hands of civilized man, I think it extremely probable that they may never'reach
their destination; Mr. Miertsching, fron his knowledge of the Esquimaux'
character, thinks otherwise, and imagines that theý chief will himself carry
them. The perfect case which this gentleman understands and converses with
these interesting people surprises tliem very much; they were most anxious for
him to remain, promising to be very kind The chief presented bis daughter, a
very pretty girl 'of about fifteen, which should be his wife,-tents, and all
appurtenances were to be added. While these negotiations were going forward,
upwards of a hundred persons had descended from the village; with such a
concourse, I aid niot think it' prudent to'open the bag containing the presents,
well knowing their cupidity is easily excited by the display of such valuables,
when they are not to be relied on. We consequently returned to the boat; when
the chief was instructed in the use of bis gun; he showed himself an apt pupil,
an'd when the ammunition was given into bis hands, expressed himself very
much gratified at the gift, and walked towards the village with his chief men.
A Une was then mode on the beach, which the recipients of gifts verc not to
pass, (and this they perfectly understood); the interpreter then commenced the
distribution; for a little time order vas maintained, but the fair sex becoming
clamorous and closing round, the line vas broken, and to prevent being driven
into the water, we were compelled to retreat to the boat which was lying
aground about twenty yards from the beach. By this manSuvre we escaped
from ail that had not on water-tight boots; but still about forty surrounded the
cutter, and although ail the crew were stationed round lier to prevent their
getting on board, so cager and persevering were the women, that several were
lifted in, endeavouring to seize everything within their reach; one of them, in
th'e most dexterous nianner, slipped the compass out of its box into the breast
of ber jacket, and with difficulty it was recovered; it was only by great firmness
and stoppage of the supolies that we reduced theni to order, or to quit the boat.
The presents being at length distributed and every one in good humour, we
wished them farewell, and commenced launching the boat, in which operation
they most vigorously assisted, andseventeenintheirfairy kyacks escortedus to the
ship, arriving about a quarter of an hour before we did, except one, who having
got some little distance off the shore, encountered a fresh breeze and rough sea:
we shortened sail and took boat and all in,-the poor fellow being drenched, we
offered him a little brandy, which he drank at a mouthfu], not being aware of its
strength; he suffered the sensation to subside without evincing (except by his
eyes watcring) any symptom of vexation, and then asked for water. Many came
on board the ship, but only one ventured below, who vas exceedingly surprised
to find that we had not tents but houses, (cabins), and said he should have
many vonderfuil things to relate when lie vent home. This tribe is a fine intel-
ligent race, cleanly, handsome, and well grown ; and I deeply regret that so little
bas been hitherto attempted in civilizing them, and sincerely hope that the day is
not far distant when this interesting people nay be redeemed from their deplo-
rable state of heathen darkness. Surely the Hudson's Bay Company would
find it to their advantage, even in a commercial point of view, to eilize these
people, and supply them with traps and guns, &c., instead of allowing them to
kill game with thir present inefficient weapons; thousands of skins iwould
therehy annually be added to what they now receive. But, feeling that higher
motives will impel that Company to seek tribes inhabiting this bleak frontier of
their territories, ani, by the aid of' intelligent and energetic missionaries,
endeavour to lead then fromu their present hopeless state to the blessings of
Christianity, lias induced me to give publicity to a fact which, I am con-
fident, requires only to be k>wn to the many philanthropic gentlemen connected
with that Company to enmure it being speedily redressed.



'At 5.40 p. m. we weighecd with a 'moderate breeze frorn the S.W. and reached
to the S.E. for the purpose of clearing the Baillie Islands; at nine, tacked and
stood to the N.W., The wind becoming light and variable during the night
we made but little progress, and at 8 A.m. on the mòrning of September -Ist
observed Cape Bathurst N.E.E. six miles. In-the course of the forenoon many
kyacks came off; the natives, now assured of our friendly intentions, came on
board without the slighest reluctance, and through the medium of the interpreter
acquainted us that during the night they had been preparing a feast, roasting
whale and venison, and had salmon, blubber, and other deliçacies, besides plenty
of skins ready at the tents, and hoped we would corne on shore, which, indeed
I should very much have enjoyed had the vessel been' in a less pirecarious
position: but under the present circunstances it was impossible, which it
appeared that those on shore understood, for in the afternoon a great many of
both sexes joined us, and all being clamorous to get on board, we were obliged
to take their kyacks on deck. Seeing their boats were in safety, they made
themselves perfectly at home, examining every article of furniture most minutely.
rhe pictures and looking glasses in the oflicer's cabins were objects of much
admiration. Many were dancing with our men, and so mutually happy were
all parties, that it was near six o'clock before I could get them to leave the
ship ;- indeed, had not the interpreter told them that we were going towards the
pack, and would not again corne near their tents, I very much question if we
should havQe got thern away without compulsion., We understandý from them
that the main pack is permanent, never leaving the shore above twelve or four-
teen miles. They designate it as " The Land of the White Bear," as it abounds
with those animals, which they appeared rather to dread, as when we stood
towards the pack in the forenoon, they entreated not to be left there as they
were fearftil of the bearnow that so many of their women were with them. One
mother mentioned that she had ber little child carried away by one of them a short
time previous while playing on the shore a little distance froim ber: the poor
creature shed tears in relating the catastrophe. - At parting, several presents
were bestowed upon theni, vhich had the effect of eliciting promises of friend-
ship for us or any of our white brethren -who might corne on their coast. These
people had no article of European manufacture, except a few iron pots, which
certainly they gave a very formidable price for, no less than five of the best
silver fox skins for each. The tribe leave the cape about the 20th September
when the ice is sufficiently strong to bear their sledges, for the purpose of barter-
ing with the bordering tribe. They then go to their winter bouses sone distauce
inland, with the exception of a few families who live the entire year upon this
bleak and inhospitable shor.-September 2d, fine day with liglit northerly
wind, ran along the pack edge, the ice being heavy and impenetrable, not a
drop of water to be seen froin the masthead amongst it; the water between it
and the shore is practicable, although encumbered with much loose ice;
experienced a strong current fron the b.E. which set us to the westward of the
Baillie Islands. Upon the norning of the 3d, the wind gradually vecred to the
southward, bringing with it a very dense fog, and being at the time surrounded with
heavy floe pieces and close sailing ice, through which it was necessary to pursue
ourcourse, so that every advantage might be takeni of the favourable breeze:
the vessel occasionally came in violent collision. At noon it cleared'a little,
when Trail Point bore S.S.W. about sevenl miles, sounded in 65 fathorns (mud)
the nig'tts having a few hours darkness. Blue lights and rockets are fired for
the purpose of attracting the attention of any parties that miglit be returning
from Wollaston or Victoria Lands, bound to tihe Mackenzie.-Septenber 4th,
light variable winds witl warmu weather, the the temperature rising to 41°; the
water aloig shore frec from ice; about four miles to the westward of the
Horton, sounded in 83 fathoms, and shortly after passed over a narrow shoal
having but 13 fathons; a few pieces of heavy ice were grounded upon it. The
land appears to average from 80 to 100 . feet in height, composed of blue
clay intermingled with sand. Many whales have been about the ships,
at one time eight, and from one to four the greater part of the day. A
bear, the first that has been seen, was likewise remarked upon sone loose
ice in shore, but time would not allow of its being pursued.-Septeniber 51h,
the weather which had been squally accompanied by a tlhick fog during
the early part.of the day, cleared towards noon, when a large-volume ofsmoke
was observed about twelve miles S. W. and five to the eastward of the
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i Eortptinthe a,ý, M po. taýit adattraiçted, pur,-ttention yesterday.;., As
yýéFJrs., Z, repÇi~~bbe cseaid; t e -ie-

të QïjPthiIeYat fom theý cros ét e'cu&dtigia
~êvt~ra1~jeisse i bu n white, shrts, end observed. some white
~p{ nh .oloiwý ofthp, ciff, I certam1iîy, lîac1 very, îrea.sonto, imagixnè they .were

4., paty o01uoçp~~,dtçs ovne~ta noq.traveljers -woulcV, romain- for
80 Iqpgn pç. eriOd. as wiaiiad reýàaked thçp, smokç, in one, spot, fýor týeirplemie';

lerefure~.,to sntisf ~yefq a s a1th,, 1 dçterminied ;toý selid ailboat,Qn.shore, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ al "s~.a ""'c4m ' Th àrtwiaebauceI,-Liçut' au, :Cresswell,
m Dr., :rnstropgc, dM i~te.riscling, were despatchcd to, examine intô, the

,çaue,,wIîo. an, theWr' iètýurn, ieported the. - mokeî to, em'aigate, from, fifteen,,Èmall
~o.ufU~,c»nc, apeaan~e.cqpyig a, spage of, ab-out fifty yards., the

' PýcÇç,srogly.m gnated with sulpiw,,thie. lower mounds .being- about -thirtk
?ectaýove the se lvfthh i*ghes'tabout fiftyfeet;, the, land injtsvicimýy'wa3

.ble1  ym'uch,, inter ec ed ith, rayiies aÏd'deep water!courss, yig in
eley4i6n frQi 300,to 500, feetj: the, may.f.euerw~~icdtQ î small

p~n~ ~Xwa'~r.irnmdiatl.y. boye~hq ound. A ice'of our hàving aImdedl
ýWAsleL, 1v)Àic'i coi4 not long .ierain, asthe éliff is'evidently rapidlycrurnbling

"~ay, 3iin§s tLz ,ynystery,,,of, theyyhite shirts and tents,)was.most~ satisfgctoîily
.e4phuined..,, A, breezeislort1y'springîng up from, the westward, :w,iade sait, to
theN91. ,_ jDurig'the j;uight,, it f'reshened, coùsiderably, with rain àind ,thick
wýeathýr; ~1jcmbinèd 'witfour, .ourB, darkness, 'compelled in, 'to fiortèn

siiathollijl lo#th, ïo loe the fuli bençfitof, the. fair'ivind; butwe tstaîuck §o
heéaviIy agaixst Jarge, -blue fIpç., pieces .that wereý bgrely above'the water, that

te ,greaestvigîlance an( attention, was insufficiet to tivoici tlieml,, so no alterna-
tiveîreMajine1 to. preyent diatr:~Aget manýy,sçàls. anclwlialei were ýseen.in
iraànklin Ba.;.n 1s~ thau fifteen of, thle latterwexe .playing, around u.s.at one

ýç~ vry snialle, or, -açcording,toGreçnlgnid' fising ýbra§eàlogy,, "1having
onlyi ,thýrec-foot ,boùe,"ý so, Mr. Newtop,,the ice - nite, informs: me, ,At, 4 t.ï~.

404h~mrrn çfthe 6th, ?vwçr we1 off the smàl islaiids, nea, Cape -Parry
É,rhgN. . by W.tnmls, iha:le-sterly, breeze ai loose':,sailinig ice,-t~~e~4 d ith. n hçavyý goe pieces ; themain pack ývas'about three, milks

tq the lý..,W',,qpprgptlyone solîQmiass. l Atj, 1.30:A.m,,high land, was ôbser'ved
on ',the 'port bow, bearidig N.E. by N., distant about, fifty miles. On appioaching
.iithe, main ,pack..app*éare4d to, be resting upon the ,western ,shiore, which; side it
'was, My intention tohave coasted, had ýit. been possible;, the. eastern. one being,
howLëee , conpâritiveIy ci .çcai, as - ar, as couldbc.ascerÏaitied froi3û themasthead,

decîded nie týo' folloyth e. water, . supposin g it an, island r~ound wvhich:,a passage
'wold be fouiùd ýinto the Polarsea. Wc continued workino' to windward the

whok pfofth'e'nî,ht,, and by Ï9.30 ii.M. pf the '7th were off the Sôuth Otu c,'à fine
bold aèdland,, thc cliffW, rising,,eipendicu]arly upwards of,1,000 fect, wýhich.wàs
namedý "Lord Nelsonýs ý Heàd, j n memory of thé licro ivhose early-career was
coPnecte(',d1ith Ayictic:,adventure. *Wehortly afterwards.hove to, and, with the
first, ,whale-boat and cuttýrjanded and touk .,possessioîi in the name of 'Her'Most
Gdraciquï>Majesty, callinit ,", flaring's Islan'd,"in honour of the First Lord ofthe

Admnira!ty. 'A pole was preçted wtith a large painted bail. ùpon it, 'near a cask
wvhich was left containing, a notification and other particulars 'of, our having' been
there. -Thie sights obtained bynrtificiù1 horizon place. fhigniýIal-staff' in. latitude
7lý 6' N6,, 19ngîtx4de 123v 9'. W., and the. fait of the tide was ascertained to be six
inýhes durig, one. houx a'nd ahaîf. We observed numerous recent tracesofrein-
deer hare ,and ri1d fowl ; moss, and divers, species of wild flowers were also in
gkeat nbýndancè, manpy. specimens of thenm, equally, as of other, subjeds ' f int&-

ret oéhe ntuqist ere selece vtmchcreb Dr. Armstroig. , Front an
e1~vaion obtaied o abot lI hunred ee, hw.1ad a fine, viewv towards the

ii~erir, ijc wa wel 'boted ill. ms~,givnga verdant appearance tothe
rangs o hus tat osegradall tobetvee 2,00 and- 3,000 fet, interse"cted

wit 1:vins, hic~ met onyy~ cqiou suply of water, to, a:'large -lake
situatedIp. the centre of a lide pain bont tiftece mIiles ,distant. The 'sight to
seaiward , was'favourable in t e extreme-; open water,ý wi th a very 'smallWquantity
of ice;, for, the distance of- fuli fQrty miles towards the east, insùred gôodýprogresà
in.' that ýirection. , Retui-ning; on board nt 1 .m., ;we, madc ýsftil to the èastward,

h aý abeatingwinl;, continued' working ,. along,,shore, iii souxidings .varying
r ne, to . seventy-six fathome,; ,dark, ,mùd mixed withý' yellow dlay,, until



fig' oir lcad!was;-the nolytkuide-until 10 A;. .dthè,ý9th ; it 'then cleared fàr
a, àsr ,time,,,wheii land -,waâs' observe tth'atw dfabout 'fifteà ii1es
distant; èx:ýteùding',toe.the'norffiward' as far ! as- "tlie eye could Treach, -, The moiin-
taminithe tnteriorvare ýzofty,-and' snow-coverèd. -while& ,ýthe lIow, grâmci is ,quite

fe;.èi.reTral1 .eryremakabe,.eaks--7wére discernillr appà-renltly-ýôfkvoldànie
origin..dd -Ti~icvrywsnmdPrince AlbhsrLn, inhnoréf rd

M~ets c'onsort ;,,:latitude1>72', V1,N.ýlongitude ,1.19' 25' W'- Conti*niùr-' u,
courLse 'slowýly-othe N.E:,ý in.con'sequeèe of thick fogi snow,and 'bafflingwlnds,at,8,ý.âz.. ofi-the:1Oth we; were .-near two .rocky' isletsi, named iifter-,Her Royal
Highnes :the, ý1 Princeài 1 Royali"- the largest being about 6Q0 feet .in liqiglit,, ýnd
wa'mileand ar'half, in length,k 'the, 'sottheru'- ahd -eastern sides:beingý precipitous;
the -other,-,was, about '& qiîartefi.of amiilé 'longv;and -10,feet hikh;_ýgradiiàily
slopingA o,1the,: ivater's- edge, repi.esenting 'very: much the ,fappea'rance of, an
inverted Whâle*,boit. . The -mnd, becoxning faii, and .,-,eathei' cleaiig, *ý ll the
studdibg-iails-,iereýsét miith.ýthe !hopès of reaiChing Barrow, Straits, .fromu ,whicli
wewere'now, distàunt about seventy miles;, as the ,%,Uter'ivas toleiable clearlih
that diirtion .although mliichicewas- liing-,against the i'esterhl~and, and from
a, shoal extendi4à towards it ifrom 'the largest of the Priùcess Royal Islands'

un'which -iwe obtained, thirteen 'fathonis atér; miuch - loose îce -,vasalýo in
moton; and- while, endeavourîiigý Vo'run-ýbetweeiùtwo'i1foes~ 'atthe rate of four
khôte;l they closed; so iapidly,'one upon eithei.-beam, thai oui~ way 4was instantly
stèpped and the vessel lhfte&- cànsiderabÎly;! i this position we wèeretaided a
quot-ter of dn,,hoiu'-, when the .ýreýWsùre :'eàsèd and we pro ceeded. 'Our ýadvance
wafshotdrto, sa PM theýwind'suddenly- shifted to'the N.E.* ad
began to 'freshen.- 'The ivate,i' whichýa'few,,hbtirà, prerviOùs.lIad excite-d sanguine

'hopes of agopd .rùnjbecin&sý'dou so thic1llyàtU ded'wîvth 1¶oes ibdt"by-4tP;m.
ihere 'was' s6ar&ily, sufficient to -keep the- slip free, ; ,this by muci ,exertion ' as
ho*eýé&, ,effeced ùùitil. 2>ý jw% of, the i ffh, when 'Wè were beset. At 5 'ÉM. thé
iceag ain opened, i'hich admittedof' bur getting a féw miles to the -north-east;
until1 1'.O~.~. ihý_ our' course- *~as imp'eded -by iv very ýdense ýpack.
7 p.ým',thp iý4ixd ýhift.ing to the- N.W.,; get ,the' ývhole b6dy, of" the ice uqon'the
eaetern,,shoice," which shdalédtour water frob ,eiglity;to fifty' fathoms in one hour;
a-cletirslac~'of tioi nilès-was,'ho-wever, thei-result of -this movement, in which
wecontlnued, w'orkýiig-; the. .whoie niglit, and ,up6n ý.the'norning of the* l2th
perceivedîveý badi-ost sorne miles, - as th&pack 'va.s ýin,<niotion to the Aouthward;
also the ýfùither m-ortification of séeiiig thé ewholeof thie*,western,,siore perfecfly-
exemptfrom, ice, ývhilé.tlie:- spàce of water we occupiéd: was becoming rapidly
more llmited by 'ver, large , and heavy', floee,, ihrough 'whici we were unablè

oicé; ffd tIlA..-weeagain beset. A "fresh 'e, ithoiV,
which.contîiiued'tuitil the 'Momiîng of -the 13th,, pressed the-ice' so heavily upoIi
the vesseljihat the rudder -vas unhiung to preventý its, getting damaged.; during
the iiight- -the.teniperature fell to 10' and the'land became tornpletely snc'w
covered. -On the i 15'h, howevcr, it rose to 30?, with the wind' from ýthe S.W'*
ivhioh set- the ice M ý ihotion, èompelling, us to- shift our berth to, avoid èÔllision
with 'an .immense loe. *At 2.30, A.M. 'comnienced wýarping, ,which tedioussand
lahorious duty' côntinue&- with but'ý slight intermission until, half-p-ast twelvo,
when. we phssed into clear water; a run of 'fivô miles to the -N.E. brouglit us fo
anôther îcy field too' dense to -penetrate,' extendig from shore to. shore, which
here isaboitt:twelve- miles 'asunder; the weather towards sunset becoming thick
with 1 snow, we ran,-:into6 six fathoms- and secured-, to - a piece of groundedý -iùe
underý the,'western land, with ýthe intention of remaining. duirihg the night, as
they were, then, long and dark;i therefore, mavigating, amongst close ice la quite
impracticable. -'ý The wind xvhich had been frésh ftram>thie, S.W. during theAayý
about 7, .î fell light, wheiiï the ice in tue,'N.E. no longer restrained. spread
itself' abroad with such rapidity 'that at w littie after 'eight' it was observedl
approiching; its white lincè -cleàfly deied running like 'air unbrokcen wvave along
the dau'smooth water. To furn the hands up, niake eail; and cast off~ the warps,
was.but.fthe iwork of'-afew minutes, 'yet wvith sucli violenée 'ýas'it iunpelled thas
we had scarcêlý tirne, to, tow clear of the piece wc had beei fast tô, beforéï it
encircled: the -vesse1,,, swée»iîng 'ler' away- to the S.W. ;into five -fathôms. J
expected - tb hay' e ý'ken driven àn the' beaëh ; fortunuitely, flom sorne, uneen
causéi ýits 'curke-,iàs .'chàanged t'a 'té S.E., which (tbokus'into twenty fat.ùômsý
thus lluîituati'dà %ètWëen-hopei auud fear's' until- 11'45 P.m1., whèneits*progreess as

myteiu~l~ ~irs'ed;nd7g u~lo~nh~'qt'al*~ f'ur'i~nD~ it
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cleù,,vater.! As. the -navigable season was- n6drawing to a close, whiclr thé
fall in ithe. temperature.as 'well as -the.formationof pancake iceupon the:surface
o£ the water whenever the wind became light. :unmistakeably pointèd, out, it
became a subject of anxious .consideration what course to adopt in regardto.tbe
safety of the: vessel; ,whether. by running to -the southward, in which direction
thewater was still' open, endeavour-to obtain' a harbour in one of-the bayi,
indenting, the south eastern, side. of I" Baring's" Land, the nearest probably
being sixty miles distant,; and then only the chance of fmding a safe anchorage,
wich if our, searchr proved a, failure,,would place the vessel in a worse situation
than àt presentrexposing ber to a wide sea range, subject to heavy pressure
fromthe enormous, massive floes .withawhich the Polar Sea is encumbered; from
which we are here protected by the 'e.Princess Royal" Islands-or continue Our
advanoe-to:theN.E. as long as the.season permitted, and then submit to the
onlyi alternative, that. of-hazarding -a winter in the pack. I decided upon the
latter, for- thesereasons,,that to relinquish the ground obtained through so much
difficulty, labour, and anxiety, for only the remote chance of finding safe winter
quarters, would be ,injudicious, thoroughly impressed as I am with the absolute
importance of retaining tevery mile .to ensure any favourable results while
navigating these seas, the loss of, which might frustrate the operations of a whole
season. -Above all, being in-the .vicinity ofBank's Land and in the direction
which iSir John Franklin, would, in all' probability, -have endeavoured to
penetrate could he have reached Cape -Walker, I considered that our position
was:most-eligible' for carrying into full effect the-instructions of iny Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty when the season becomes;favourable for despatching
-parties upon this important and interesting <seardh. These, Sir, were the consi-
derations which influenced mein this "choice of difficulties," and they will, I trust,
appear of sufficient validity to meet with;the concurrence of their Lordships,
hazardous as was the experiment. . At:6 A.M. of the 17th the wind, which- had
been. light from, the N.W., gradually died away,ý when we vere almost imme-
diately beset. There were several heavyfloes in the vicinity, one full six miles
in, length -passed at the rate of two knots, crushing everytbing impeding its
progress, and grazed our starboard bow ; fortunately there was but young ice
upon the opposite side, which yielded to the pressure; had it otherwise occurred,
the vessel must inevitably have been cut asunder. In the afternoon, secured
to a moderate sized piece, drawing eight fathoms, which appeared to offer a fair
refuge, and froni -which we never afterwards parted; it conveyed us to our
firtbest N.E. position: latitude 73° 7' N. longitude 117° 10' W. back round the
Princess Royaldslands, Passed the largest within 500 yards to latitude 72° 42'
N. longitude 118°,42' W., retuming along the coast of Prince Albert's Land,
and finally freezing in at latitude 72° 50' N. longitude 117° 55' W. upon 'the
30th September, during which circumnavigation we. received many severe nips,
andfrequently driven close to the shore, from which our deep friend kept us off.
To'avoid separationwe had secured with two stream cables (one chain), two
six and two fine ich hawsers.· As our exposedposition rendered every precaution
necessary, we gotupon deck a twelvemonth's provisions, with tents, warm cloth-
ing &c., and issued to each person a pair of carpet boots and blanket bag, that in
the event of any. emergency making it imperative to quit the vessel, we might
not be so destitute. 1 he 8th of October, Our perplexities terminated with a
nip, that lifted the vessel, a foot, and heeled, her four degrees to port in conse-
quence of a large tongue getting beneath lier, in which position we quietly
remained. As, however, there iwas a probability.of being thrown upon the iceý
it was requisite that a smooth surface .should be made to receive the vessel,
whicli was accomplished with much facility by blasting the hummocks along
the edge , of the ,foe for about 150 yards and twenty in breadth. This done,
and every indication of the pack being nowithoroughly cemented with a temper-
ature 7 minus, we conpleted housing overand other arrangements for our winter
quarters., As the weather upon the lOth was calm and fine -and the ice quiet,
at 8. 30. A.M. left the ship accompanied by Lieutenant Cresswell, Dr. Armstrong,
and Mr. Miertsching, with.a. party of£ seamen carrying a pole, &c., to plant
upon the shores of Prince Alberts Land, to which we prôceeded to take
possession of . in- -the name, of Her Most Gracious Majesty. .This, being
accomplished, -.we walked to, the highest hill observable at the distance of five
miles to an-elevation of .1,500 feet, which 'gave an extended- view in every
dire.ction. The .country.,wü very hilly, tvith deep ravines and large lakes. This



appears the, general character; of the land on both1shores.i The course of the
water towards the.Ni.E.we were anxious to trace, hoping to see an opening into
Barrow ,Strait ; in this, ve .were-disappointed from the many low points inter-
vening -rendering it, impossible to ,ascertain the land from the-sea, both being
frozen., On our return we had the mortificationto findthat the land and seaice
had separated about 100, yardsalong the.wholeline of coast, We walked by
its margin for -some miles, oping to meet with a loose piece of ice-to ferry
across, but :night; closing rapidly, subjected .us to.so many fallsowing to'the
inequalities of our road, not being distinguishable, we were compelled to halt,
and, conmenced firing to attract, attention, . but our distancer from the ship
was too far to, render our 'signals ,of any utility. At;8.30., P.x. Mr. Court,
with one of the many parties that were searching. the- ice in all directions,
fortunately saw our flashuig and made for it, but unsuspectiig our dilemma was
createdý,by open water, had -no boat. Immediately returning, ,lie met with a
party which-had two of Hálkett's ; these were soon launched, only getting them
through, the pancake ice, which was by this time an inch thick, was attended
with great difficulty ; the sea ice also rapidly setting to the northward ; the
boats after each transit had to be carried south before being launched, so, as to
ensure their reaching the tonly, spot' from which the party to be relieved 'could
embark. This operation, commenced, at 10.30 P.M., and by midnight we were
all over, 'and teached the. ship at 2.30 A.M. ; all parties' meeting with heavy falls,
but receiving no accident of consequence. 1 cannot refrain 'from noticing the
excellency of Halkett's boatsjöi speak in too high terms of the ingenuity of
their inventor. These admirable little articles were inflated on board, and with
the greatest facility 'carried upon a .man's shoulders 'over ice, which from its,
excessive roughness, no other boat could, by any possibility, have been got
across without being smashed. By, their means a large party were relieved;
who, without tents, clothing, fuel, provisions, or- in any way provided to with-
stand the severities of -a polar night, with the thermometer 8° minus, the
consequences to them might have been very serious. As it was, however, the
annexation of ".Prince Alberts" -land to the British Crown was considered to
have terminated so favourably,' that I directed an extra supper and allowance of
grog to be issued to my energetic crew, as a reward for their,eight hours rigorous
exertions. 1

Being dissatisfied with the view obtained from Prince Albert's land, respecting
the waters we were now in, as to their connexion with Barrow Strait, -which
would settle the questibn of a North-West Passage, I determined to proceed in
that direction with a travelling party, although rather late in the season, as
soon as I felt that the vessel mi;ht,'be safely quitted, which I judged would
occur after the ensuing spring tides, if at that period there was no commotion
.amongst the ice. Accordingly,, upon the 21st, everything being favourable, I nobt.1caler, captais
started with Mr. Court (second master), and the men,, as per margin ; the ice Ro'bt. Tiffe,. Captain
for two miles from the ship was so rough, that Lieutenant Haswell and the or tsMiiop.
whole of the ship's company were occupied in carrying the sledge and different Master. r"
articles of lading. At 8 A.M. the sledge was finally packed, when with the fatigue Ge own A.B.
party in charge of Mr. Wynniatt (mate), accompanied by Dr. Armstrong (as 'th"Fo tcaptain.
an -amateur1, we set off to the N.E. At noon the fatigue party having taken us Ja,. Saunnderst=ri«Çte

cight miles, were directed to return. Soon after quitting us, ý we got amongst Royal Marines

very difficult ice ;, the sledge was, broken, but· quickly fishing it, proceeded.
Unfortunately, scarcely an hour had elapsed,- when crossing a floe, the
inequalities of which were imperceptible, it came down with such a crash, that
it broke into pieces. This was unlucky, but pitching ourtent, Mr. Court and
Peter Thomson (captain of the fore top) started for the shipi where they
arrived at 7.30 P.Ma, and rejoined the next day at 2 P.M., with a fresh and larger
sledge, and a îfatigue party with Mr. Wynniatt. to carry thedamaged one back.
,This party, upon my return, I found did not- get on -board, until the following
day, being stopped by heavy snow drift, but having a tent and provisions did
not suffer. As soon as the nîéw corners were refreshed, the sledge was
packed, and by 3 P.M. werc again. off, coutinuing our course without any
further disaster, until 3.45,P.M. of the 26th, when we lad the extreme gratification
of pitching our tent upon the shores of Barrow Strait, (position as per -margin,) Lat. 73 S1' N.
nearly on the Iine as represented'in the charts where. Sir Edward Parry las very 4°"1.* *'W'
correctly marked:the loom of the land.. Upon the following mornmg, before » 14 14'W.

sunrise, Mr. Court and myself ascended a small bill about 600 feet in height, so """'
E 3
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tht-,we,,cpu1d, é nüand,,,ù,cteâsve 'o"-f f'orty--.br'lifty kxiles p thè' oxtreffi
poii4,of Vkirice,:A1bere%,,Land! bore latitude, 18 E.,tràe, ýaboiit thirty-Êfiv

couid no~~Icvered' ut j th ietionte cie appeàred to be'very heavy
and, thlfo>jie4iil. large...-Whilè.-we wvefe inaking these, observations, phd
crew were busily,,exgaged eiectmg. u'leairn' about ý fifteen. feet aoive the, water;'
(whbichý had',kbeen'-,named;.ITrince of- WiS'tràit,'- ii 'honour Ir is; Royal
Highness;), ini. hich.,a. copper -_ cçrindèý waýs' ýdéposited ;li »he âpot -- J8 con-.

spîcuous,, thatptàùÈaoÊÎ ,an ' sÉ i ust, remark it. AJl;.beitig-
ncoinplete&., ý1?y ténc,,A.Bï. oLt±hel:7thiiwe -- turnedfôr, the ship', arrivingupônthe
mrniingýbf theý3les,;having inine days mnadé,'in'~a direct, line,"ýonÉ huùdlred and
1iity-six imilés by olJser'eationpwith w~ temperature between 1+n7oand. 5
Uponý the;àfternoonjiofthe,3Oth; ..theý iveâther which -h&dfbéen'overcastS;uddenl1y
brightened,, shbwipÉg4the <,PriùàcesàII-Royal Islaùds; distaint about ltwelWe,niàles.
At, threé. P.ûr. 1I eft3thè, sledge, ,with ' theit;ntidn:. of 'gètting early - ôà bbgrd;' to
have everytÉing iiireadiness .for! thé:,,coimfort. of te part, antiipatin, Ireh
arrxVa1. at, nrne , PiM..* Unif6rtunatélyy, the, iveatlier, becmne, agaiù, foggÎ,-ahôut
five .P.Mu.,, fo11owel,ýsôoù bý_.darkness, -consequentiymy.way:wa s speedily lostil

'n n ncompelling 'me .tô wander;abôut! thé floe during, thfe nigit; iith, a ïeràperatutefrom 50 toI 5ninus ; whçncat s'even. the iiext, morningr hâd. the m&Efificatioiî'to
find that, Inhad,passed'the,.viessel 'four milegýýwhich I reached y 8.30',M 'ad

immditel dsjýchd-a n'party oass r, C'ourte,ýfvýho -% fiv- e milesW

when .the fog bèc amé, t bi? den setïo travd. nte-h

S1. was aÉreeably surprise& ,tb'leain féomi Lieutenanft Haswell, that on the ý29th
a party,ý consiitink'br- Messrs. Sdinsllury, Painé,' Miertsching l'.and Newtoïi;
whule 'spprtinà upon" Irinice Albert' hitndjhad' edountered.ý a 'herd'of niusk

caUe nWÔ'lls,'a¶çw,~ ef'r,'ad yà ix, xtl insàiot 'ht twole,
wvhich yieldéd t'welve 'hundred and ',ningètr~ 'pounds of 'cellent iïhtrios
nmeatý 'a'supply thÙùsopportù.ne and ,unexpected, may 'be 'rdgarded iis s<,'mclst
f&Vouriible termnationn.tô û Lùséhsoù7s ro?.rations,,i : wbich .ve: havýe been 'iear-ly
enabled to cirry out verbatim thèir'Lordshipsýinstràictions, iii rèaèhin-k' thleice
by thelst Aigti,nandýèstâb1isliing . nps~itinat Bîtuks's L'ù,wihservicp
lias beeln performed under circurfistances over which we could exercise bui: littlê
çoùtrol,. oui:. only'.credit coià ting~ , W seiziný the .ad'i/iitage's thât ail invisible
power sdatteedaoâg diùW road,ý through -fields' ofý iceýI wvhere'ail humait exertioti
wvould haye~ béen'equally ùnavailiugk 'a'tle fe ens f a child to' advance us
one yard-. n ~, n:~<~' l,,

Thewinter, thit'ý dreary np èiIdV0 f theý 'voyagë which I 'Bad 'looked forward
to with much appreheusioný,paspedînildly. away' there beiiig very littie, snow or
wviid, nwithout , ôur! sanitfary , statè. beinjiy in the '-slghtest ' degree impaited, for

n ~~which lia ppiness _I 'assign theseieaions,* 'viz; :-~
ilst. ''f nfla-ging spirits and 'chéel-fiuess of the'men.
2nd.; T he excellency àf-every.speéieà,of provision$.,
'rý Tb:e'iree «venflati6ii QI thIe IWV uoe~ d ' :n

n.4th. The èxtréime attentionef Dr. Arinstrong (upoil,our nxonthly inspections)
to, thé state of tho'crew. , ', n, ' , , ý; ,,>'',i-'.

Se hat'te nmoth, 'f !March found us iïi à -4àst: healthy andý'efflcieàý
condition; accordiùglyý 1I'ponn the- 3d ,wd cornmenced 'dur npreliminaiy dieà'b
tàking à thirty-foot ýwhale 1boatto thé, lareei Prin cegsý RoyVal'Islandý, wheie it us
rny intention to, leaV/e three, Ïnonths PtovièuonA' for,'all band8, thai, atthe' breaking
UPý of the -ice, shoiild<' the "'ged~lin fortrtnately, get "&cÉushed, we may liave a
certamnty tô fait back upon, ,which wvill enable us' ton reachn the 'I Ployýer "'ýVîit''out
hazard of starvation ithis duty bdine' cônpe' , aswl 1 h iasotn
-another whale, bouit ýbèsýdes"onfe 6éf i ,I-Ilkéteà~ ionthe eâtstern ýho're; distant five
miles,' for the 'faciityt of !allô,%ing thé travelling l'artie'É going a1ong 'that coast't6
reach the i8lttnda, ý hoiild the - ic' bieak' 'p ani carry the vessel, 'way. during
their absence; al ariangèements, being, noNw made 'for: -thé start of the' sêarching
parties, and-'thé weather becoming, very favÔarabi« for traVelling, upo elc'Si
of. ýA'ril.,liree were 'dé'pa'fched'iînder.'the nôffièers à n 'thefl directiona per

Lieutenant fowin. argn':with sixiveèks' provîsî6~'h 7 ~ . '

Liuenn .CAt"uçw. <'àY 6ilïf, Mi-. ;Wýnhitt '(ma'èenylivilg, brokenýhis'3hrd1oxeter at
'1Norih-west shnare. the distancè,, of Ô~~h '~~adte~ml fm thé Àhip -?etùrÈëdýMt-al

Mr .WYnniatteîmte, beitgi > dd~î~inft{ ~vr' o~~èS '
N4orth.east @bor.g,



,i.6P.m.,;!%vere Agaiin cr rdùte.,.ù At' thé. saie 4,iùic,- tçvb 1unting. paiy1eewith

;ieen- bésides -severa1 'ptaxxnigkan, and' fdur! .harýés sehot ;-,this early' indicatioùi of
-fr.esh-proviiionsle a,'euýject -of déep -cohgiàatulation -indepeùdeùt'of 'the, ver-y
.. healthy. ana é:xciting occuipati6n 'for 'thé,cre* fýhorare ail,' èaêr' for the. spoit;.
iý- ' Mady2Oth, Lieu;tenanitC resswell r'eturned!i'ôùie4uence> of the severe frost- Lât. 47" 16. N.

,bites oftwÔ ôf lisînei,,havih ieadied -the, - ltitudeï i 'nd .ilougitûde, as per ' I~4'W
,margin,ibeing rabsènt 'thirty-one 'days. Durng'tI èétrpafo tàetieh

IýwMaisÀbjeêt to' erofig' N.W. "-,W* 's, ' -eiý"fo~l'POIar 'Séa, through'
,BarioW Stràit, which miéetiiighim -lu "thte:.feae fendèred ý,it ýéxceeding1ydfficu1t
to valk against; the thermomter,.:beingýfiequently e le zr; ehweve
traced the doaet line; 4vhii ýforb& t se-venty, miles 4jong>1Mrnks land *'as .veýy

*précipitous,-a1veragiùg from ôùethonesanl;to,4ourteeùý hided feét,ý from w'hich
'it.graduall.'sloped;toç a;pointe trenýdiùigo;t.d appaent*y. the ýîxtreîIie -of, the
,laùd. iii, that direc'tion, às it.abr6pflý'trnd: to"'outhwards', .A!nelevatîon of 'a

',thousaùdc feet,, aided byràn;eicéedingi1ea atmosphéire41eft iiodoubt i.nhisrnlind
b1ut that, the, Polar iSèa was -beforg, him,' 'aù'd. -that-'Baniks'e Land is'ar part of
Baring's Isad'He>'wu alixioiis' to htève?ùn 'ad a 'fu- therad'nce, and'encampeéd
during ,t wo days with the Édpe.'thht- the, iiYalids w'duld récoverk; but findiùng

* ther± getting,-,uch' wo're he' very'properIy deemed itý adÀdsable "to Yeturn f 'wth
ail hiiste' toýthe'ship~;I~efore r'eachlù'à her;ehowýever, botk bata bê'borne'upon
the!sledge,; ývhic1i' tiŽ,rèwthfe,,wrk 'iiÈon' fcur Meh." 'Wlex -gettiffg fitovtýheavy
.snow the ýofilcer lhad to falii iný 'àt- the1dragîrÔÉesýIenevrheles;thè, o king

'.party arrived' in indet 'eiéeflent,'elW andepifi', O the 21 et a large beat
,was kIlled; 'upon' exanihatioti of thý' stc•nach ',.Ini'xtiao'rdiùary 'medley was

*dscoveied, CoônsietiDný of raisihÎ;' t'obacco; pôrhk,'and& adheive, pliiýter, t hat 1
,came to the édrîc1tii thatýthe '"Eitýerpri-z-c"- must be 'iiar, 'thé, 'aimainot aving
'been ceeu 'beforenear oùr'"dirt'heap,,.ùior.were tlieib ' ù rcWsf himn '.boi the
slb ) thereiè deemùdto"n t arty ta the SI.W. th'e ônlý 'direction wé,

liai "no -trâvý1'ters, - tô, eatiàfy. in±eèlf, upon' the' subject ;! adcordingLly at 6r.iz. on
*the 22d, Lieutenantý Creeswel-.vIth: hie paitY, c'o'mpleted wvitli,'Ivwo' freglh ande,
werc agnin dcspatched ý*ith 'proviýiois ü~ntil 'Jnnè 'loth.»' upon-the, 24thtb'e

'above mysteiji ývas etftr1 1vd"on 'nen' iii, p'ursiiit'ôf 'a beàr' about
haif !a miile fromn the' ship,; pickêd, i4 a- presbirvtk1' rn'ett tinw"itli articles in it
indèntical with -those .found iii the sitxýaéh of' -tltebear -killéd on' the 2 1 et ; the

:foot prints of ,the animnal wefè 'likewiee' ýabùndàtnt uponrthe :Énow; thià," evidence
ýVas perfeétly cnclusive a'e ta thè '1ôbalit.yýwhér{ Biýiù' idd-olbtaýiedhbis dainties.
Thie 'bexi thô àuniversary of .the bi'thda,"(if Lier Most' Gr a àon Maetya
royal' saInte wàe firêd, 'anidthe ýcolour? disýlhèdhvncè1ebraýion ýof the évent.
29th.;, 'Lieuten'àiit -Ilaswell. and,'- rty' réturiéd, i '"à *the rnÔest p'erfec' 'healtb,
having traced the, coasttowards Woflaston Laid;' tao latitudé 700 38' N., longi-
tude 1 1 C M , from 'which pôit, 'the' day 'bing 'reîarImblý' é1ear, Ahe -observed
'the outline of land, to 'the' distdnèe "cf fuil" fort9 -'niles'treniditig {o, flhe' S.W.';
but liaving, advaîjced tvéeùity-fiVe dÉii3"eh à'edn sidde\èd ie~pràxdeàt tô 'proèèed no

,furtlier.' T;v o'largÙe inlete and ~ ei'inavdliipelago of
small islands alihg the' northernmost 'sËoic' 'of -thle ýoiitherimô9ot inlét;' which je
high, boid, and 'efratified ; eiich inIêt*tr-eidingito tbe'B E..E fÉàii 80 t&: 90 miles.
The wvho1e' 'coas. Svae stre'wed'with driftvwobd, 'aîid maiýr véitàdeà ôf 'EsqIiimgus

e ca n nt s w cr eûet w ith,,bu t a ôf ' ety 6 d d te.'U p n n-r tu ï nii ; he w a e m u ch
surcaPrised tô c 'fi Pa pty'coflsit§ting of, digliteeii îîathieà ,ncaffip 'upoxt'ýthe 'ice,

-a fePw iniletCfro the' N.W.- -point, of the tdorthiýrnïiùst ifilet in 'qùe'tI'of seais,
-they wiere vérî' lricndly 'nd *èll disp6ÉedIù 'b-ùtn'ct iderëtaiidin'g eachf other, no
'information tcon1d be 'obtain7ed. ",Thyý exdhangyèd a fewl,-resenVs," adupoti that
'da:y week 'ho àrrived' on"bdàrd;' liaving rem'ihEtid Ôtthf fort' -tWô daye'; thereby
ftilflllirig hiÈ ixtisiictiohs to'thé letter.', W' ôii ,ôi iec thé" abve, I-hine-
diately 'd'cided' uýofr'piaoèëeding 'to, these peoPle& 'fýi' ýthe "pùrpÔdf obàainlu'g

'informiation'tliat ighdtem e'té'eson eltigtô iPne Albert'eî'
,4cWollaston, and-ViétoiaeLxds;" ù~ 'to' theiÉ-fýorihing',paàrt-of' -the A'merièùn

, Cntiieit,'or' 'whether 'éacb' wae àn isl'ànd therefâýé;' taTig Mr. Mieiitsèhing
-(u nalalvnréftrýaùd twlV dy'j'veoi;at 6 r.ù. 'ývê 'stürtéd,

- and.ual-ylapôn June 3d;',feli- Mr with'them 'àbotit têîi"mu'le' td the ùôihWaràd'f*tÉe
,ÉdintS'where tfieî were ie'ntfit:"he éfved&tey ihteitr*tr
'giving'-.,very, inf ormaLtidri kwêrqfedritv to, %te ttëlidiiig 6f'thbcoast'ag-far
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Lieutenant Ctommll.

tracng upon a large sheet.of paper which I brought for that purpose, continu-
ing a sketch, which MÏ. Miertsahing'hàd made from the ship to' their tents,
which th~ey"imuiédatèly compréherided; and as they were very particùlar in
placing the islànds of, Stton and Liston with three smaller ones not mentioned
in the chart'off:WoldÉton Land; -I ani, therefore, fuly persuaded, of its cor-
rectnass, and ânlysregetted that-they could not-go further, (aàtracing of which
accompanies thitinarrative.) Thèy describedalargelandoppositeWollâstòn, called
" Nunavak -Saraluk;"'this of course is America, to whih:they had'ievei,been,
as they only trade with the Esquimaux to the S.E.,. nor had they the slightest
article of'Europeán manufacture about:them. 'Thé use and sight of iron was
petfectly new, all their impléments being copper, their spears and a·rows barbed
with thelsame. ' The copper ore is remarkably fine; but not 'observing any
when at the tents; (the specimen .was given me by one of our men same tune
after quitting them,) unfoitunatèly we lost the opportunity of inquiring where it
was procured ; -but I am inclined to think that it cornes from' the south-east tribes
in their bartering transactions, as the few and simple -ornanients which they
'possessed were of that metal, and obtainéd from thence. These a-eÀ,kind, simple,
and purely pastoral tribe, devoid of the knavish propensities whih- sô ströngly
characterise those upon the Mackehzie and Colville, where intercourse with'civi-
lized men bas demoralized the savage. Upon displaying the -presents broughtÉ for
them, the utmost propriety was observed; although, doubtless, all were anxious to
participate in those treasures, theré was not that eagerness to seize which rendered
our interchange with'the other Esquimaux so troublesome. So far was it from these
to do so, that it was with difficulty'we could persuade them to accept without our
receiving an equivalent ; theyl inquiring of the interpreter, after each article that
\vas given then, what'we 'wanted for it. A piece of scarlet cloth, which I tied
round a-girl's neqk remained there uitil we were going away, when she ran up
to Mr. Mieitsching to ask-what she was: to,give in exchange, and when assured
it was a gift from the' chief she gracefully 'acknoivledged it with a smile. No
weapons were' rëmarked amongst them except fir the chase. -. Their whole
demeanour bespoke peace. '-They live near their present locality thé whole
year, not goirng any'further to the northward, or do, they believe that there are
any others iri that direction; but to the-'S.E. along Victoria and Wollaston Land
the coast-is 'thickly populated. It 'appears very extraordinary that they do not
even posses traditiônáry legends of thèir ancestors baving been north, where
the numerous traces which we meet with upon both sides of the straits, as well
as on the laige Princèss IRoyal Island, show that at one period the whole of this
coast must have been densely populated. Their language, Mr. Miertsching
observes, is identical with that spoken upon the Labrador Coast. At half-past
nine we léft this interesting people on our retùi to'thé ship, vhich we reached
at 7 P.M. of the 5th, exceedingly gratified by the result of our pleasant excur-
sion, our'only iiisfortune -being Cornelius JHullett, my coxswan; having both
feet. badly frost nipped. At 5 A.M. of 'the 7th, Mr. Wynniatt, mate, returned
with bis party, havig been fifty days ùnder the tent, from his exploratian of a
portion of-the south-eastern shores of Barrow Strait, as far as latitude 720 6' N.,
longitude i107° 42'. ,(D.R.), from whence the ]and was observed for about
fifteen miles tending to the N.E. After rounding Point Peel, latitude 730 21' N.,
longitude 112° 30' W., the north-west point of Prince Albert's Land, le reports
it to be in all respects as, to formation the same as in this vicinity för the
distance of about forty miles, when upon crossing a deep inlet, the land then
assumed a north-west aspect,, when it- becarne high, precipitous; and barren; no
driftwood of any dèscription was met witb, but ther ice lay against its base in
heavy and unbroken masses. Further to the eastward· a lesser one was circum-
ambulated, having in it several arnall islands, with its southern shore formed of
stratified cliff having an elevation, of about 800 feet. . Upon the: 1Oth, at 7.45.
A.N., Lieutenant Cresswell and party, having completed their ineteen days,
returned from their search towards the S.W. (to latitude 710 10' N. longitude
123° 4' W,.), making-in'the aggregate fifty under the tent, during which he has
coasted three sides of Baring's Island, from the north shore' of which he looked
upon the Polar Sea, and upon the sorith walked. four-and-twenty miles on it;
bath presenting the same smooth surface, which I consider to be attributable to
the long prevalence of north-easterly winds at the termination of the navigable
season, setting. the heavy "ice which we encountered and saw resting upon the
western aide of the island, over to the American and Asiatic shores, which may
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cause' the geat' difficultf~in oiiig ,Point 'Barr6w 'lte in tié ^sason.
Unfortuiíatelythè ieather became overcast, which limited bis view -to the
northwàrd, oily' allowiig , himn to cbserve that t]ie coast w4, highi and
bld: 'Upqn ·thls excursion he met with four partitions 6f -the icè varying
in b·eadth fr6m' ten to twenty 'feét, apparently runuing across the' strait;
but being provided with one of Halkett's valuable little boats,. this obstac'e.
which would otheiwise have caused, a detour of 'man -miles, w'as easily
oveicome; it is impossible 'to recomrmend these boats too higbly upon a service
of this description, where every'article of wéight is objectionable;-their whole
fitting is but twenty-five pounds; when hot required théy form a platforn on
the sledge to stow the baggage, and when in use, they are carried inf[ated upon
the top. Thus on two occasions they bave been of, essential service, withoutthe
smallest inconvenience. Lieutenant Creswell erected a cairn and déposited a
cylindéervithin it upon a low b~each near Cape Lambton ;'lie also remarked the
vestiges of Esquimaux encamp ments upon almost every part of the coast upon
which he pitched his tént for the night, many of them thickly 'strewed with, the
héds of musk oxen, which denotes no paucity of thosé animals upon these
lands ; indeed, at the présent time both shores of the strait are covered with
wild fowl of every description, musk oxen, deer, hares, ptarmigan and golden
plover. This is certainly the most fèrtile part of the Polar Regions, and must be
the breeding place of those animals, whd find rich pasturage amongst its 'alluvial
plains and valléys, unmoles'tedby the Esquimaux, the traces of whose remains
being overgrown with moss and rotten, have reference to a time long anterior.
This party, with much spirit and zeal, performed their return journey of upwards
of one hundred and sixty miles, in mine days and a-hâlf, under circumstances
reflecting much credit upon them, the lateness of the season being unfavourable
to so iapid an advance. All being now on board and in excellent health, witli
the exception of three of the travellers .suffering from frost nips, our season's
travelling operations may be considered to have, terminated fortunately; and
from tlie close examination which has been made over a vast extent of coast,
whose direct distance by observation embraces eight hundred miles, to which a
third'may be added for the devious windings of the coast line, without observing
the slightest vestiges of any' spar, or other indication of civilized man having
reached these shores, I am fully confident that the missing expedition under
Sir John Franklin bas never penetrated towards the Polar Sea in this direction,
as some portion of the immense mass of stores, spars, or fitments with which
those ships were provided, must have been picked up, when driftwood of
very inconsiderable dimensions did not escapé observation. (A chart showing
the extent of discovery and course of each searching party accompanies this
letter.)

I am also of opinion that " Prince Albert's " Land is part of the continent of
America, and that Point ",Peel " is its north-west extremity, and that the land
from thence is continuous to Cape Walker. The peculiar formation of its shores,
from the very deep inlets which run into the interior, give the appearance of
straits, which in reality do not exist, as was apparently the case between
Victoria and Wollaston Lands, and which' is very probably the sam betwixt
Cape Walker and North Soinerset. My opinion is strengthened by the
Esquimaux upon this coast speaking the same language as those of Hudson's
Straits, which Mr. Miertschng, the interpreter, thoroughly understands, and
conversed fluently with them, while with those of the Colville and Cape
Bathurst he found it sometimes difficult to do so; consequently, I think it very
probable that the forefathers of these have crossed from Hudson's Straits and
kept the coast line of Victe ia and Wollaston Land, and have thus retained the
purity of their language, which those upon the north coast of America have
lost by constant intercourse with the Indians.. I certainly should have con-
sidered it my duty to endeavour deciding this point by detaching a boat through
the Dolphin and Union Straits; but I feel assured that service has been
accomplished byDr. Rae last year, as he evidently was not in this direction.

Durng* the absence of the searching parties, the refitting of the ship was
carried on under the direction of Messrs. Sainsbury (mate) and Court (second
master) so that upon their return little remained but to get the. boats fron the
eastern shore, and thc'tents and appurtenànces which the shooting parties had
upon each'side of the strait'on board, the wéather being unfavourable, and the state
ofth'"iée becoming too'precarious 'to' allow of any' person's' being 'so far distant
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ing t,ôréuniùsines4 xnig-hf &ùb tocarry qut,my original, intentions,«0
~roc~di~g~ a ~t r~rtwid of, Melville Island, as detaileci' y1etierio th

eèiétaryof the Aç1miraIty,,of, July,2Oth Ï1850, pir, shioulds'uch ot , epr 'ti-
c~b1 rppn~~toEniand thiough, hé stirait.,' 'Tlieshipiyas casd off', <aid, amile

~ai~eç~w1,, th e ,i apwy and Nv .ycre again beset on the Irorning of h
2Ud., Ope'n waterappeurin)g in' the -N..,. the riudder'.wvs shipped iii expecta-
tiôn., of a,,start, which uot, h-owcei, rea1ized until the àftcruo on f tc 1
when 'a,''lh ,SWý w t the, ice t~o the N.E. ' cal rying us ovy, a, sjhoal,

uip .onw waàeýs hgi''liné i ,ihrteen fathorns : thie corner of 'the
floe to. ic!h wewerè'atîched c,»nlng"ip>' contact \vith saLue of these, rnass'es

ga.e . wa, t~qwng iecs. f .tývéeie and fourtéen feet - square çarnpletély
out of the water. Ji gýàaied tfie bard hottom witli a, sound not unlike-distant
thunpr, es ,it ,crashed, ,crumbled,' and .upheaved, thraiig an~ enorrnoismroundý

h1isuer, tprtè we wfuýere influçnce of valcanie aLgency,ýand'then i-ent
a;su4er,ýhepgtjyp ý e curedl 'ta renmaining ,firmly, groiunded, ,whu1e..the

qther, And . ighte rtn beigforced'o*nvards with acýelerated , speedj came
di 'rect, for our unpîptectec. stern. To , lct "go warps an5l anchior, was, but the
work of a iminutç, .ind mÏoi Èbrtunate, were we in. accoiiplishing !È, 'as'ere ýhey
éoxild be gotç,ýà.koi; i't.sÉruk'te Istern, forcinig the ship aheadat the rate of

twpb-kn9 ts. ' A?~naI spaceofopenw-vater, ocai ed, by t1hegraundiIg, of.'the
Èoe, aàI1oweâ of our a4výgce, when by, wàrping àindtowxng ,we, spéedily,"gqt

beyo'nd.it's-influençe. Hadl oiur, position* béen less' fç.vourableý, ,notliii couldC
hàve savéd the ves ,sel,fiom rnomentary, de'siructioný' and at ,11.3,0 1p.m. , wi th a
breeze from''the $.E.,' "Made' sail thi;ough. .large'leàds 'of water towvards the

'castern", side of the straits, and, by the afternqo,0n of ,the 24th had nearly. reac]ied
Point Armstrong, upon. wh ich',the, ic*e was, resting, and our. course -checçked.
Therewas'much driftwood on the beaqh .f large dim'ensions, mostly .American
piie,, the ýcutter was consequentIy deýpatched for a lod and some of the ,pieces

apeared so fresh that Mr. Ford, the çarpenter, ýwa, of QiIiOfl that-tiyo year?
is the extreme of thejir quitinq the forest. The wind'.veering to the wýçptiard
during the niglit set larre.bodies *of ice, into thc Xatre ocuicdx hc a
rapidly flUing. To , preven t be ing'forced'on shore wýq werc obliged,, at 8 A.m. of
the 25th, ta runinito the p.%ck., where 'we driftcd -acc.ordingta the, tide about a
mileand a half-framn the beach; buit durinz the' Ïvwenty-îor iurs,ýdè abbut two
mailes an,a, haf ,to., the' , frqrn Wb, o mppinionl, l,when ta r îàélwith

ofd ýrifwo4 ais 'iýi0' Icistýéîwed ao e jeC, h 1 on0ti



*hâlé, ih,ýtàÏ s; shdôtin'g fýQ1n no ý0qU(1ùïýlit
tÈteé, Whiéý ëôýýWéé1d iné ëf 'thé ",nip;iàbticaýilify "ÔÈ Iiei

-ihë>t ' Iï' 'th ivlîibh.came
ase blici ýiý isêen set ôý-, eae 0 icé
tiorth.ý'eàstèÏ "Bdrrb' Siraiits' ý6ii1d hl

blâs'ting wôù1ý 1iàý&4oà si-ich--aiiiass'.'?, j r, cc

pc?'ýdù 4-àâ ý Idi ý"d-b,ýn*.Ï*elvë' feef iniô îhë iýËté ý nýâý the
thiclàië:49 e qý fbùý'4ânýdÏé1',

it in éýùfdiréétié',i'.Wthai Wfd
'paii Ôf.'it:L2Aýgù'st"lý

él'üéýcl la-liÉtIe the ba , ýè Ô:rÎËe"éliffs IVerý,ýè1i>1 aving wàter o ý. II,
Wê;'Sathciý§-1 h - 'thý ý '&Wïtia ': ýý4 inéfan1

"d 1 b"d b]
quait atl 1 eîùý -alla e -to sec in

hWýiùg cariiedýýaývay"tlié"àýailk-'eý-bo"dhi in'bi-éakiiýihýqU*Ê1
fb'rë'6&ýthè 'vesselfédiii ihe'ýviii,&éliusiiigit.to jib. 'ÔuVý(

andthé ié'ë wàs aàéý-rtained: tolb qét'tn*,i
liâlf àii lidai. t'O ýhe W. S.W. ' sà'lliat ùp'o'n the w'ëlithë'r'ý1ea

i3d. d,ýhé',i6th *e, foiùld théýés'ei'lÎàd tééii'MfWcfËým
-iýàer i' >ýËe ciiýtw ard, every ëkMi

Wby'Wari d itt'3'k.rr.'bùê elèfed : ýv6r' "in,, "al-'n"' iü

ihto'1 Bgrdiv Aidite, froiý ivhièl, -%ýè 1ýbt,,d1staüt r.
M"Ilésý- "à ý"9 'À.A '-T hôp'qà diýàjiýeaf ëd,

ý,1, , ?é W ", "'pàcl, , , l 1
dýçbv*érea th.'' icê* td bý élosél'y iéd, rèstin« 4pôn-poiùt,4 t. 1 11. 1 . ' to t e Oppos

9e un ro mi Iliffié ' h * i ité ýidé of ýthè stýâiL ' TI
g11ýe -ùý aTýdéa dfiroiecidinw oiiý karcW iri'this 'di'tedeioi

laiter' énà'ofý ôiie > seaýOn, 0
ýaètïý'6'f'

élirètà sian'ce of 'a' côiitihu'ailéé, d sputh-'w'èàieflý -ýýWds, whi
; bât 1'irrýàýiiiè 'itere ' %v'otil'd"Éé liftl

Üoin';ýrhich partez we Éýtind
aàýa4éd ffi that diiectiýii 'ý'à*s 1litittiýJe-73' 1SI' 4à" N,-' 41ii

accoýdWffiý; lit 9*'.3*0'A.>i. , p N7!th thé inteù'tio'n"ôf rui
'f'Sëlion's Mead, àna éoàtiiiii e 6ur'searci alon'g, tl ic we
là,lan'd'iýith'the'hob'e of-ýeàC éiiýraiice of Ber'ýý

lis fîoniý the réport OfT, tenitât Ci-èsswýllý Il felt co''vi:
Llind'thérels à'jiasýàge' fr m týe, «p61ýr sqeâ, At'4 1 p.m.

a fi-ne 1:;ýe2è' fiâ à ýa1-ticic OÈ,îc,è tc

elô57.,awýsic'h only à iiionth -previous. Iiiid' ýýesenièd 'n"ori
g 1 r,ââdeain, asý,ès l:lng agnirn's't ilieir-' base"'an"d u'poný thé' 's

ývÉié11 ik ck)ii ad, béeni' thèrè'for*'ydàrs àùd 1i4ý,ffiôr'e 'I"-he h,ý'ge'p'ieéès ýhich'hàdbeen' t'hiôN?"
éven i V.ý ii

vanished;, s'ô,tlidt ivërý e ern
eléýeù 16iithi hlidhél'dùs'i'ý'iis trârüb
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heavy swell from that,direction, causing the 'essel to, pitch the·hawse-holeswnder
asid'sed teé séaas fa, aàft as the foreliatchway. A circumstance so unusual was
h'áiled'afdavourableomen, being a convincing proof that we were in much open
îater, ;nd, at' 11.30 P.M. rounded the Head the land for about twenty-five
niilei te the weât*aidis erénrkably bold and iofty; where Cape Hamilton jut-
ting ofi and rising perpeidicùlarly one, thousand feet, presents a grand.
termifitioii to it in that direction, from which it gradually recedes to the
NMW., vhere it loses this bold character, partaking more, of that remarked
ih'thi Prince of Wales' Strait, being rangés of hills gradually sloping from the
interior to the shoré, having fine valleys and extensive plains, several small
and one considerable river, the water from the latter discolouring the, sea two
miles froi its mouth, likewise many small lakes' and harbours,, which, how-
ever, would be only of utility for boats, as a hevy surf was breaking across
their 'entrances. 'Much driftwood strewed the each, and the 'land was well
covered with 'verdure, upon which were large flocks, of geese feeding, while
ducks were flying in great numbers, and have little doubt that a walk a short
distance inland would have discovered herds of deer and musk oxen. Nothing
that6 was on the coast could escape observation,, or could anything be more
favourable for the object we had im view, as with a fair wind and fine clear
weather, we rai along it from one to two miles' distance. At 4 P.M. of the 18th,
being of a very low spit of land (Point Kellett) which extended to the west-
ward for about twelve miles in the form of a horse-shoe, having its sea side
thickly studded with groundéd ice, while the interior was exempt from any,' I
sent Mr. Court (second master,) to examine it, who reported an excellent and
commodious harbour, well sheltered from N.W. to S., carrying five fathoms
within ten yards of the beach, which was shingle and covered with driftwood; a
set of sights were obtained, and 'a cask containing a notice was left there, its
position latitude 71° 56' N., longitude 125° 29' W.; 'from this the land turns
abruptly N. by E., and a great change takes place in its general aspect, gradually
becoming low and flat, so that near the beach it is scarcely discernible, resem-
bling separate sand banks, but upon closing it, a low spit, barely above the level
of the water, was remarked connecting them. The lead may be considered an
infallible guide along the whole of this coast, as the soundings are regular from
three to thirty fathomsat from one to four miles off shore; upon the morning of
the 19th, we left this low coast and passed between two small islands lying
at the entrance of what appeared a deep inlet, running E.S.E., and then turning
sharp to the N.E., it had a barrier of ice extending across, which prevented any
examination: wishing to keep between the northermost of these islands and the
mainland to avoid the pack which was very near it, we narrowly escaped getting
on shore, as a reef extended from the latter to within half a mile of the island;
fortunately the wind being light we rounded to with all the studding sails set, and
let go the anchor in two and a half fatboms, having about four inches to spare
under the keel, and warped into four, while Mr. Court was sent to find a channel,
in which he succeeded, carrying three fathoms, through which we ran for one mile,
and then continued our course in eight, having from three to five miles between
the ice and land. At 8 P.bi. were near two other islands, the ice resting upon the
westermost, upon which the pressure must have been excessive, as large masses
were forced nearly over its summit, which was upwards of forty feet; between
these and the main we ran through a channel in from nine to fifteen fathoms,
when an immediate and marked change took place -in the general appearance
and formation of the land ; it became high, precipitous, sterile, and rugged,
iitersected with deep ravines and water courses, having sixty-five, a quarter of
a mile, and fifteen fathoms one hundred yards from the clifs, which proved
exceedingly fortunate, as the,whole pack which had apparently onlyjust broken
from the shore, was within half a mile, and in many places so close to it that to
avoid getting beset we had nearly to touch' the land; indeed upon several
occasions the boats were compelled to be topped up, and poles used to keep the
vessel from off the grounded ice, which extends alI along this coast; nor could
we round to, fearful of carrying the jib.boom away against its cliffs, which
here ran nearly eitit rd;1, west, (the Cae forming its western extreme I have
called " Prince Alfred," in honour of Hs Royal Highness) there were two
apparently good hai'bóurs,'about twenty miles to the eastward of the cape, the
westernmost had a brèàkwater,half a mile in length, twenty feet high, facing
the north, with entiances on'its ~east and west sides abomt sixty yards in breadth:



theother: was, circular,- about three quarters. of a. mile in diameter, with. its
entrance on the west. side.: Our critical position would not admit'of anydetention,
otherwisethey would havebeen sounded; being very anxious to find asecure
retreat, in the eyent of having to,-winter on.thiscoast., Theweather, wyhich had
been fine, with a-south-east wind, veered to.the W.S.W., bringing fog and rain,
so that on the morning of the 20th, our further progress was impeded, by finding
the ice resting upon a point which formed a shgt indentation of.the shore, and
was the ouiy place were water.could beseen. To prevent, being ,carried away
with the pack which was filing up itsspace, we secured to the inhore side of a
small, but heavy.piece of ice, gr;ounded in twelvefathofiis, seventy-four yards
from the beach; the only protection against the tremendous polarice, (setting
a,knot per hour to tbe eastward, before a freshwesterly wird,) -which at 9 P.M.
placed us in a very critical position, by a large,floe striking the, piece we 'were
fast to, and causing it to oscilate, so considerably, that a tongue, which happened
to be under our bottom, lifted the vessel six feet ; but, by great attention to the
anchors and warps, we succeeded in holding on during the conflict, which was
continued several minutes, terminating by the floe being rent in pieces, and our
being driven nearer the beach.-From this until the 29th, we lay perfectly
secure ; but at 8 A.M. of that day, the ice began suddenly to move, when a large
floe that must have caught the piece to which we were, attached under one of
its overhanging, ledges, raised it perpendicular thirty feet, presenting to all on
board a most frightful aspect. As it ascended above the fore yard, much appre-
hension was felt that it might be thrown completely, over, when the ship must
have been crushed beneath it. This suspense was but for a few minutes, as the
floe rent, carrying away with it a large piece from the.foundation of our asylum,
when it. gave several fearfulrolls. and resumed its former position; but no.longer
capable of resisting the pressure,,it was hurried onward with the drifting mass.
Our proximity to the shore, compelled, as our, only hopes of safety, the absolute
necessity of holding to it, we consequently secured with a ,chain stream ànd
hemp cable, three six and two five inch hawsers, three of which were passed
round it. In this state we were forced along, sinking large pieces beneath the
bottom, and sustaining a heavy strain against the stern and rudder ; the latter
was much damaged, but to unship it at.present was impossible. At 1 P.M. this
pressure eased, from the ice becoming stationary, when it was unhung, and laid
upon a large floe piece, where, by 8 P.M., owing to the activity of Mr. Ford, the
carpenter, who is always ready to meet any emergency, it was repaired just as
the ice began again to be in motion; but as the tackles were hooked, it was run
up to the davits without further, damage. We were now setting fast upon
another large piece of a broken floe, grounded in nine fathoms upon the debris,
formed at the mouth of a large river. Feeling confident that should we be
caught between this and what we were fast to, the ship must inevitably go to
pieces, and yet being aware that to cast off would certainly send us on
the beach, from which ,we were , never distant eighty yards, upon which
the smaller ice was hurled as it cane in contact with these grounded
masses, I sent John Kerr, (gunner's mate,) under very, difficult circum-
stances, to endeavour to reach it, and effect its destruction by blasting. He
could not, however, find a suflicient space of water to sink the charge, but
remarking a large cavity upon the sea face of the floe, he fired it there, which
so far succeeded that it slightly fractured it ,in three places, which at the
moment was scarcely observable from.the heavy pressure it was sustaining. By
this time the vessel was within a few feet of it, every one wason deck in anxious
suspense, awaiting what was apparently tue crisis of, our fate. Most fortunately
the sternpost took it so fairly that the pressure was fore and, aft, bringing the
whole strength of the shipto bear a heavy grind which shook every mast and
caused beams and decks to complain, as she trembled to the violence of the
shock, plainly indicated that the struggle would be but of short duration. At
this moment the strean cable was carried away, and several anchors drew;
thinking that ve had iow sufficiently risked the vessel, orders were given to let
go all the warps, and with that order I had made up my mind that in a few
minutes she would be on the beach, but as it was sloping conceived she might
still prove an asylum for the winter and possibly be again got afloat, whilst,
should she be crushed between these large grounded pieces she must inevitably
go down in ten fathoms, wiich would be certain. destruction to all; but before
the orders could be obeyed .a , merciful, providence, interposed, causing the ice,
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ha(lý*,ýbeedi-ýprevioüileWieakèii'ed) td.*ýse àr-hýIè ïk - thfeëI -îë8ei? iàâàý,'f Sôai

If r flffèe 1 ni dégr"e'és'lànd'-.iisëpý'bdd
Gné e&ýe ýeighÉ , itýà.aInd',IsëttIed; àba, îâIlà 'Upli ét ACaf, eôýprè èff, a,,'àlïè 'r

ànY.ýý1èakàg& î'Ùdièatý ý't'Iïè

vibibh ýtlf&'I'OtÉ Septéuýbeï,"- lidëédýÜbia'-ihë- tèffiprerâýùýe, haiýýefýIIea t;6 W& th Élft àf iËeWiùtàr'i- Éidëiýý'curPI eetiù ïù;ý.Un v I., - ïed ýo 9
balkst (of. ý*hi&ýthéYI ôb1raâfèd-ý éthéï, di-*ànàétâëntàl iidaliiâgýd- d-i1 "'xcùýsiëma èý a, y e neinliiùd 'in

whièhrambleàs 
^ià0se-ibtérèsi î ikwIfdi8dciVèry gèF1ýU ia !ýéàtirë Iràâss- èf

tréés-ýré aiààgàt ey-w re oun
tcid ýaùëh4êêàye& IidjýÉt, ÉîëÏe beéh'làblèt6,. ý 'l' ý, 4, ' 'th. -,Th'ëàe*,'Wée
bfiý aàdsevejâ,ià Iëüe, re

04 _ gd-,'bry,,Megstà., Sàihâýtiry,ïâd -,,Pjéýs ùt ',an ýeIe'V'Ü'tîôfi ' ùf .'tbr&e'huiildrèd' ïèèf
àbove'ýtfié

as.,far 'ai any d6Wý- by; fhé _,'thý*,
from, t4eàe ]Ughe'o'ù'e- -;hi]WàN,ýTÉè,ýoüntrY hàs,'flife yïUéyâ:wel-1 'ébieïýdý with -ý&dùrë
flýýd at soùîé,périod, of thê;,iyëàihiùitýýbd,-fi-eqânted bý la"r''e--Iiërds ôf
ag-tÉç, heàds bf ý(aà&"iftèË did thý Wüù',Éîékéà, c-aý;ré,àse.s -of,ýàeéï,àl'è é-ýciYWhèré'largewo es"Were"> stÙdi rl)ýd,'ih','th'e ý ýét ý'f
finishing-à'fWwý1 -filèh; tfiëy làd jiist'ýkilled,,',být ébly, two'musIýO'ïéTi W"ôWýèèà,'
bégideg à sli(if bý oý arl' partie§.ý -ýTo.'.'daythd ' tèffiÉéfatiiiè
frolh it thë ýsûutk%ýâiId:îbse tk) 39', ýccompànîed'-,by',rý.ùî' whicli
had, the'effébt, ýMoôiëniiig»-the dde',- thâË ibé,Énàifi'ýack 'àépàÏatèld fèýWthe àbré*Wà làtiè ôf , wRtéI-aýont ýàkfeen iùilè'aý&iLý halflit inilé'fi-puÏlÉéShip;ý opehi s
thé eàsti'ýard,,'varyiýgýiii-lirèadtI frdm"",,flfty-tô tjý&b-undfèd -ýai-ds, Which hbw-

cý&- di. IIot'prOnuse-ý any, ïelëme to thé,,véâsel L'5ô, the, ofliceï
ÔÈÀfiewatch,ýan& qùaitei;ý,iüasteriwétie exainnulig tÉe -iide ýbIc flxéd'bii the

bèich,, throui, cut 'in the'ice, al)otit fbity,'yiirds'frdin thé' ilïorè, which-
puzzledý,t'em- both they-could notkeep thèýgàu*ge' éreict; Ûkit

sEppedýfrýîî their' 'hands','1ý&ie endeavoiàringtol do soi) itnoiseléssly'ôpened
and drifted tôwýar'ds th& ick,'wÙiëh it was impossible tb avôid, and' were'ear*ridd

td tfiè NS. o,'knot-pe Zùý:at ihé "distance Of hùlf a inile'fioih thé'shprè,'ih
SoýndinéiI from 1,07,'to"'Ï34ý- fatýom'd. -All ýméth6ds'ýby ýarp§@ 'dýà 'Paws

extricate the'veéàt-.I:from hèr pèi-ilôàs Éositiôii proving abortiVe, haýî 1 ng ina*sseý
ofý ice -firmly fi-o'iien ýtà hèt ý bèttýin, rédoursé wàs had'to aunbo'wder,, iýIiich foità.

naiely effectýd-herlfeleasE'ý,by 'of 150 ýouàds, in',chdrgés froni
ihéeei td twentý-sixý'pouùI -> âdeording'to'thé cliàtancèý from the vëssél,'ivhieh by

auy otheý iüeis', ccrâd jàdt$" 'beeh ýýChieved, and 'Saveà'ýus'ý from'beinîgý set.
against the. thick éroundédlide>which:Wàs Ïèsting'upoâ Pbint'Colqùhotin' (céttàiii
destruction), iâo ývhièh, We) sh6iild',,hhý,e beeiï ý hurried 1 by five hiin'utés, jéh -

cleièntioii,, hà,ýiig eurely tiÎàe- té maké "Bail- ana ý shoot the, without ýrùdder
Lfiai of thé, pieeé,'*e had,'beýn Bo loni frozen io, into the -%ýater,ý cùftifig'thé

lià,ivseils, NýIiicIf'càhteà û9just, às,'îtý ' èniýréd the ýsoIid m'ass,,, upon'thè weather1 1 è 'ài 7 P-k ofèhý we twice ei azed'as w'è worked into, the ý lànd-whèn
the 11 th'we ýagaiii seètireâ,to alarge gilounded floè s6enty yards from it in tén

faihoms. , Ât I&iý.m.%ôurpositibn waà hàiardéd bya portion'of thé main paèk,-
whieli had extèndéd itselfbver 'the- opefi'water,, éomirig in iriolent'collisibii iviih

the corner of'our,4oe,, tùýniýg it, partiallyrôùnd, while ihe sýIaUer ice pressed'
with so much strai'-upo 1 n ihé,'ýhip'that -the auchôýs'began tb'&aw and hawsers
carryý away ; the'strearà 'chain luckily held until the pressure - cea'ed by theý

paCý -giving wýy, anà,ouý being 'ptishýd a few fWthoms neafèr the shore.-Ai
2ý50 A.m. of thè'13th a Ianà àf wqtWoýenëd about sixty yards from the vessëI,
a4d toýva'd's'iioon'a,.rise in,thè-'tempei-ature to 43' 'ývith heuvy rain, crëated'

hoýeý èf liýbra'tioq-àü qbjèct of -'the utmôst ''impoftlance ùdt oùÏy witk resp , éct
tQ'thè view8 ýwith'which.,the"ekpeditionwasfitièd ègt, but for thé safety ôf the

ship, -àtptéseýt ili 'il *1 *6q'tJ,ýipUed,ý' position,,, beine Ùpon the èaýtern ïidè of a,
làrge ýay., opën ÏÙ6ýpôIar Pa(-k"and, àý&àunded-**ith



maseggfiice rist ddigI, .. fet ,thickwhil hegroa.mdèd-floes &rerfrom
forty; sixtyeseye n ep .,Toinove 'tlee dpedimepti, brat-all events
eideayuurfhe formain 4d'ck,blstingdashadrec:ursei tg.with :charges
ftrn esixtèeuto -sixtyvfiye poun4s ,;liese.mtnade little ipressÎón:6xcept néar the

xçplosign, therefoxreaxanddwenty gallQu :ruim c cdontaijingl255 pounds
*;as, no unkcve. fathoms. vAmnongsbtheseIlarge massesat thirty yards
frpmthe vessel its. effect %was mostzconclusive, ,sbivenibg themtö-atomse-Sending
that:to hichwe ,were.attached,. andwas sixtysév.enqféet thick -on, the ,outer
end'thirty-fiveonjits jinsore edgeas9ndèr, ; ;withoutth'eoncuåion beig,very
rughb feltion board.,4Aiilan dwereamployed iòã f Ôtiijg;the.iooseIce into
the. ,water, -laming Yain1y;attemþted to forctheesitrough aidebby a
strong-, wind: and Pa. nine-içh hawser ,brought; toithy patînt,capstan. Such
renistance -fr im;merely1 thigsludge isuncrediblè,,whichworkwas fcontinued:until
the afternooi 1of-t,îhei 14thI',-yhen, tall iwas', drifted away, :eavin a snug harbor
fortyyards: in dwdth;;flasikedaby îheavyy grounded fIoesplýforming, an excellent
prQtpetipn.e, ': The rudder gas how-'hunginn1fnticipatiòn:'of aistart'-upourthe fol
lowingsmorning; butat; 11. .*thewind freehenedtfroni.th.Nd., abringing
the whole pack,dpwnI.pon this, oastfiling our:littleharbour'with looseand
smallice,jts entrance;beliig too narrowitoadmitthe.large pieces,; an enormous
floe, however, ,carTied' away one qf 'our, -flanks, but -without 'disturbing ýthe
vessel, jin the -sJightest.-At dayliqht on, the ,morningof- tee S15th,-. these
expectatioRs .were, sadly, blighted, it 'blowing;hard.'fros :W.N.W.,"with sleet
and sgow & nor w.as.a ,drop -of water .to: be l'observeddin any< direction,, and
the icç apparentlypas -firmly, llxed as.,in 'the, depth of winter,sthe rudderwas
was, again unlung,.which, with;the .therniometer j at14°;scarcely: affordede any
probability..of its .beingre-shippeaý;tbis seasQn. Ix'the.courseiof -the foretoon,
.Mess·s. Court r(second mnster) and Newton, (ice. mate). were esent to examine
the 'coast-andestate:oftheiceý,to-the eastwardof Point Qolquhodndistant åbout
four-niles ;. theit rportdwas rsuchasnto confirnath, Lopinion<preiously ènter-
tained, !with , this ,consolation, thate the.- osition which weeoccupiec wás better
than .anythey had'seen, as -.the rice-to.the eastward-ýwas.imuc larger.and mère
Massv;e than:that;we wereencompassedc by. 'The soiltonthis coast is composed
of, graveIand limestone, and inthê vallies<neaf thebeâch the, quantity and'rich-
ness of the moss is quite surprisingý: bit,-.on, reaching, fthe,,first :range- of bills,
about a: mile distant, a; More, sterile landscape- ùievera ét thé -eye:; the whole
country appcarsý nothing but one mass ofIimestone'ithoutsthe- slightest vege-
tation. The traces, of animals, so numerous :fifteei mùiles further west, aie
nowhere in this barren ground.to be Met with-.On thé,17th, the westerly wind
ceased, ,and was ,succeeded by one frome the 'eastward) with a risc of'temperature
from 1j' to 2°, which by daglightof the, 19th had increased to,32°, .withlSatör
exteilring,,along the coast three miles in width. i We immediately cast ,off,'and
at 7, A.M. rounded thepoint,;fromi whence thé land, falls back E. S.E. Oui pro-
gress was slow from. many causes ;, the, copper béing tôm, and: projecting from
four to;twelve inches from the bottom,,light.winds; and an ice-éncumbered sea ;
so that at 3 P.M. our further advance was "arrested, by the, pack toucbing, the
land, und ,extending with unbroken,line to the northwardi as far as the eye could
reach. Our day's work d5id not I exceed fifteen niles, when we were compelled
to make fast to the Land ice, which along the whole of thist coast is of the most
massiveand terrific dimensions I have everwitnessed. There was little selection
of berth on a coastline'nearly straight, but a> slight-indentation, protected. east
and west by two large pieces of, a broken floe, thirty, feet above the water, gàve
hopesof sonie shelter, when, at 6 P.u., the.water and loose ice, which *vas before
perfectly still,.suddenly rushed forward at thet rate of, two knots an hour, and
striking :against the vessel, forced ber from ber anchors with such, violence' that
she was driven astern upon a hard point of'the IIoe, whichirose her twelve inches,
but fortunately held until the rush was over, zwhièh swept 'away our eastern
bulwark, but did;noother damage., , We thenwarped to'théwestern side of the
floc, where a small space was blasted for the bow, in which we quietly remained
dtiring the night.-At daylirht of the 20th, finding the' ice loose and -driftino,
though a perfect calm, a mile and a half an hour-to theieastward,-cast off, anâ,
laying hold of a large fioe piece, was: dragged' along 'close by ithe grounded
ice,. which with some difficulty *às avoided by shifting round -the 'floe as it
cantedtowards.it., At noon, having- a-light air fromthe iwestward; madè sail,
but ooni had reason:to regret iti.asit shortly:failed;eand; the' ice:flling>the'land
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aèr'itigradly 'foced'the sèiito the packiwhich'hitherto we have been
so2ixiousìlaaidcarefito avoid tA he only hop of'iavigatingethis sea
cónaistse iikeepingrclose:tothe shore, iit nowecáme'videntthat every eiertion
must niùadby4arping to règaiñ 'the land, twhich; undere:the'èircumnátances
of clh-e icei beingýia motion, with mchthát' vast'smalli andrlo'ose filling úp
the .intervals 'betwveen"-the larger ipieòes,; which~ allowed' a~ secure 'footing' for
the. nien, was1difficultilaborious;, and íanxious ini the extreme, tas, witli' eviery
precaution they'Wrequéntly -fell rjin.yr After-sevena hoursincessaùt work, we
succeededf ts \theiight sclosed- in .reaching aahuge and solid: floe' that"had
just bénutiàdt-ef~ sits ;'sides, bemne twenty4fve feet -pei pendicular,
grounded" in twenty-nine fathbms> on the'oùter 'edge;. and ,having: ten" and ài
half outhei ner one; around"ýwhih ,was scattered' múch debrie, art:of
ite oi áiin; wiself, "that- had cruimbIlad froni the p•essuré against , a if, 'up
which> -hd beenefored 'full seventy f a large' mass was still
remaiiuing, rabut ailetolthe'westwardrof a cape (Austin) 'four hundred feet

irheighty-awhich is stratified 'anid of' she'sanme 'description" as 'Nelsoni's Head,a-
whee e seènred for the night.%Atdaylight of the l'st, a thick fog with-hait
permitted.avery circúmnscribedrview butás the ice appeared loose in the direc-
tion oft the -Cape; 'at 5- AM.. f stiarted, and grazing' toundt' it withinfifteenyards,
fo'und-our'selves in aolrgesbay seitirely.covered'with ice, formed by another' cape
three'inilestS.E. compelingusat 6.3"A., to inake' fast aimmediately beneath
thecli,,whose summit nearly puhmbing 'the iatchwaysrendered>ourposition
very unsáfe, many fragments' appearing r Sò lose' from the action of frost and
watihat: a ;light'concussion would 'have 'brough't them'down. At~ 1l xi.i
theiice eased allittle fromthe land, when we -again endeavouredto forcetowards
the'S.E.; aided by >a westerly'*ind and'warping,' but -in the''afternoon the fog
'béamie tso ideiise with án easterly breeze' thât .we maide 'fast to'- the land foe, in

vhich:a'small dockas 'forned with the 'assistanceof' a little powder, aboit
amile' fromiouraforenoon's position, remaininguntil 'the a morning" of. the 22nd.,
wheria olittleprogress was nade towards, the S.E., our operations by warping
being brought tio atermination at -1 P.. having' reached the Cape:(Crozier)
upon the south easterniside ofwhich the ice'was resting: thei'efore securingito
a' ridge tn ty 'feet inu height lying at its, base, I proceeded with Mr. Court
to its summit-for the purpose of -examnining the coast' liùe' towards the S.E.: a
deep bayr éxtending thirty miles in that direction, flld with ice, which was
commiencing' to' move bodily to'the westward, and of a much less fo-rmidable a
character to'that we had been subjected to, -while what eas lying along the
shore was small'and' widely detached," 'well repaid "the toil 'of .ascent. Indeed
sincesroundingCape Austimnit bas lost much of its terrible aspect, which ledto
the inference -that we were fairly in Barrow Straits, and that , the main polar
pack-takes a direct line from the 'last-mentioned cape to the E.N.E.,' and that
which fis these bays and is carried down Barrow Straits,' is the comparatively
small ice î.gthich drifts fromi its southern edge ,as we have invariably remarked
that there is a'decidedly eastern current, which impels the enormous polar floes
on that course, while the lighter, influenced by wind, is oftentimes setting in an
opposite direction.- This Cape (Crozier) is two hundred;and fifty feet perpen-
dicular, 'presenting amongst .its debris imany -intersesting geological specimens.
It'is composed of lime and sandstone, having fossiliferouis shells imbedd ed; also
pièces of coal and petrifactions of wood, identical with what has been met with
upon other 'arts ofthis large islard, ad upon the " Princes Royal" Isles.-At
3.30 A.M. of' the 23d, although not daylight, open water was ascertained to be
at hand from the dark appearance of the horiton to seaward; the vessel was
cast off, and standing in' thatsdirection foundwe had nfot been' deceived. The
wind during the forenoon coming from.the westward enabled our runing close
along the shore, on which still rested a line of thin ice, rendering the entrance of
what ppelared three good iharbours inaccessible. The land was t much less
rugged,having small hills gradually sloping to the beach, and large'valleys, well
calculated for the' pasture lands of animals ; but no particle ci driftwood could
be observed, which article'h ias not- been seen, excepting the small chips near the
ligneous bis, since rounding point " Kellet " on the'western shore.-At .5.30 p.M.
our course was nearly obstructed, from the ice resting upon a point about two
'miles -distant; the a studding sails were .taken in, but almost imniediately
re-set as itgradually opened,' allowing 'just' suficient space 'for our 'passage
by.rtopping;'up "the 'lower' booms, the shore shortly trending more to the



southward, tihereased our water, but snow and thick weather, with night comitig
où, rendered the -land, not two hundred yards distant, barely: discernible. Most
ankious, however, at the close of the season, to embrace every opportunity.of
getting to< some place of security, our course was continued with easy canvas,
when under other circùmstances ve should have most assuredly secured for the
night, and at 7.30 P.M., with theleal going, went froni -15,fathoms upon a mud
bank, having only.six feet under the bow, and at. the distance of ten feet from
the 'stern only eighteen inches, while -the stern was in five fathoms; the stream
anchor and cable were laid out, whichservice was well' perfornied by Messrs.
Wynniatt, Sainsbury, and Court, it -requiring four boats in consequence of the
freshening N.W. gale, and pieces of loose ice with snow, which,,,baking as it
reached the water, formed so thick a coating over its service, and, offering such
resistance, that it was scarcely possible to pull, through,-which, with clearing the
forehold and warrant officer's storerooms, and bringimg all the weight abaft the
mizen mast, at 10 P.M. we were enabled to heave off, and brought up with both
bowers in six fathoms and a half.; The remainder of the night was occupied in
re-stowing the holds,weighing the streamanchor,&c.,so thatat daylight of the24th
we were in perfect readiness to move. On a view of our position, we found that we
were on the N.W. side of the large bay, whose eastern limit bore N.E. eiglit miles,
which we subsequently found formed the western point of Banks's Land, and
running to the S.S.W. about seven, which was rapidly filling up with ice flowing
in before a fresh gale from the Polar Sea; still wishing to sec, if any possibility
remained of getting down Barrow Strait, we weighed and stood as far as the
ice would allow to the N.E., when observing from the crow's nest no water in
that direction, 1 determined to -make this our winter quarters; and having
remarkèd upon the south side of the bank, on which we had grounded, a well-
protected bay, Mr. Court was despatched to sound it, and shortly making the
signal that there was sufficient water, w'e bore up, and at 7.45 Am., anchored in 4j
fathoms, and that night were firmly frozen in what has since proved a most safe
and excellent harbour,-which, in grateful remembrance of the many perils, that
we had (during the passage of that terrible Polar Sea) escaped, in reaching,.have
named it the Bay of Mercy, thas finally terminating this short season's
operations, being actually only five days under weigh. Preparations were now
made for housing in, and everything completed except hauling over the cloth,
by October lst, which was not doue, that the daylight should be enjoyed
as long, as possible and a saving in light effected. On that day, as a pre-
cautionary measure, the crew were placed upon two-thirds allowance of all
species of provisions. Upon the 4th Mr. Court was sent with a travelling
party to connect our position with that visited by Lieutenant Cresswell in May
last, from which we were only distant eighteen miles. On the 7th he returned,
which service completed the searcli around the entire coast line of this island.
He reported open water a few miles from the shore (which, gradually extending,
reached the chiffs of Banks's Land) upon the 6th, as with two men lie was
examining a few miles to the south-eastward of his tent, that detached the
heavy grounded land ice fron their base, drifting the whole party off shore to the
N.W. Fortunately, being unencumbered with the sledge, they succeeded with
difficulty and by much agility, jumping froin piece to picce, in regaining the
shore, and that evening no ice could be remarked in the strait, the whole being
set in the Polar Sea. On the lOth, Mr. Sainsbury, mate, with a travelling party,
went to examine an inlet whicli appeared to run some distance to the S.W. from
the south side of the bay, but upon the following day returned, finding it
extended only twelve miles, the water shoaling, until it finally terminated in a
large marsh, which, from the numerous traces of animals and wild fowl, niay be
considered as a favourite resort during the summer. As there appeared much
game in the vicinity, and the weather continuing mild, shooting parties under
Lieutenant Cresswell, Messrs. Wynniatt, Court, and Piers, and the marines
under Serijeant Woon, were established in different directions between the 9th
and 23d, so that with what was killed from the ship our supply of fresh pro-
visions on the commencenmenf of the winter consisted of nine decr, fifty-three
hares, and forty-four ptarmigan, all in fine condition, the former having from
two to three inches fat.

IThe weather during the winter has beei much more boisterous, but in each
înonth several degrees more mild than was experienced in the Prince of Wales'
Strait, nearly a, degree and a half further south, last ycar, wvhich in conjunction
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withthe inimal remaining iñaiidmàbersin thisdocality the entire-wihtbr, mùst I
suppose bè takeni as" a"Iroof :ofite mildnessi althoaghIa'ying .-exposed toi the
N.W winds, direct -from the .PolrSea,t which,' upon ourd1irstbeing.ftoien-in led
tothe -anticipation f having toencounter-avery severe'season.- Ine consequence
of£our favoured position;; the.crew-'èéra. enabled toc ramble,ôver-the hills almost
daily,,in ,quest ·of gafae,- and their exértiohis hapþil. -supplied-ar fresh-mealý,of
venisbn three:,times à fortnight,I withthé 'ekception :of aboutý threewéeks in
Januàry, when.ittávas-too dark for shooting. Thes' mll:ganie; sudheas -ptarmi.
gau and hârès, being, scärce,-were allowéd to' berretàiiied by-the sÈortsmeir as
private property.; this healthy, and ekhiiatifig,,exdicise kept iis -állmell and- iti
excellent spirits' during another tedious'winter-'o; that oi the 'st'fà April we
had upwards of a thousand'pounds;6f venisohhangiíg at thegardatiàs. On
wearing'sò fair au aspect,,andbeingdesirosi of visiting Winter; Hirbour, Mel-
ville> Island, ,with thé&hopé' of 'nieeting -an offlcer- with -whom arrangenlents
raighti be madel in th'e event, of -any accidênt occurring which,ýwould erender: it
nècesary to quit tie ship -L proceeded · n' th&, 11 ths withirMr. 'Cdurt i(second
iùàster) -anda sledge party for that',port, but irí:consbquencelof thick*eÎther
coning on-a few hoiirs after-leavingthe ¿èssel, and'coiitiùuing uùinteimittingly
for' several days, we did.nöt reachuntil the. 28th. 'Upoi the-15th we observed a
very lofty cape bearing N.E. by E.' thirty' miles, which I have :called' Queen
Victoiia, mn honour -f Her Most Graciohs :Majesty: (the 'saméewhich had- been
remarked, last autumn from the high'land'near the< ship-;), the land-to the no-th-
east, fornis the bottom .of Lyddon, Gulf, ,while,, that upon: its wvestern side
Étretèhed to the N.W. 'in ,oueunbroken'mouùtaii-1 iné as far- as the eye could
reach.' At Winter, Harbour 'we attained,á set.of sights foi, thepurpose of test-
ing our chronometèrs, which -wère ascertained to be going exceedingly well; and
having deposited a ,notice of our visit- under, the same, cairn ithat Lieutenant
M'Clintoek left 'oe last year, upon a large fragment :of sandstone, bèaring this
inscription, viz. :-" His Britannic Majesty's Ships ' Hecla' and.' Griper,' Côm-
manders-Parry and Lyddon,' wintered'ir the' adjaceit harbour'during the wiïiter
of 1819-20.- A.Fisher, sculpsit." ' At 6 r.m. commenced Our return, travelling
upon flat ice, nearly the entire way, accomplishing in ten dayè what ýoccupied
eighteen upon' the otitward trip, and reached, the 'ship upon the 9th- of:May,
where I had the gratification- of receiving the·most satisfactory reports condern-
ing -our sanitary condition, and likewise that the supply; of venison continued
abundant, having twenty head of deer on board; in consequenice, the ration of
venison was increased to a pound and a;half thriceoa-weèk, as the crew were -at
liard work 'cleàning the 'holds, collecting'and' bringing off, ballast;' the latter. a
vei' lab-orious occupation, fron the large> space they had to% search over in pick-
ing up a sufficiency of stone to complete one hundred tons, which was not
nccomplished untilthe 25th, after vhichwé -commenced watering, obtaining it
from a lake about a mile from the ship, by. boring through seven, feet tenrinches
of ice, and cutting a reservoii to receive it, this foiming a sþècies ofartesian well,
which gave a bountiful:supply, enabling the watei to be completed by-the 12th
of June, previous to the commeicement of thé tha*, which was à great advantage
tothécrewas it kept them dry fôoted. About thistimeflocks'of wildfowl; consisting
of swans, geese, and all descriptions of ducks, began to arrive, but finding no water,
merely took a flight rouid the N.W. extreme of the'land, and returned to
the southward, from which it would appear that the season is laté; indèed, the
land is as much covered with snow as mn the, depth of winter, nor wascit until
the 25th of the month that any alteration took place, ivheii small stro'ams com-
menced trickling down the sunny slopes of the tavinês,- and little ponds forrned
upon the ice.-On the 30th we had an entire 'day of hea'y ânow, with one of
the fnost severe northerly gales that I ever witnessed at so advanced à period of
the season ; 'and upon the 1st July found that the ice 'had iticreased its thick-
ness four inches during the last month, being seven feet two inèhes, -- most
unusual circumstance, as both at Port Leopold and in the Prince of Wales'
Strait we found a very considerable decrease during the' month of June, the
temperature likewise was very low, ishowing an average of 3°. The appear-
ance of thé crew at their'monthly inspection elicited a more unktvouràble report
from the surgeon than I have hitherto received, evident synptoms of debility
amongst the generality of them, and sixteen having a deeided scorbutic tendency,
plainly the effect of th e late heavy labour in ballasting and watering; but as all
our work is now on board, their'gradual return to perfect health may be antici-
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aftéiu'dedúfeting'aoffâl dt1Wliihá'Fêts'erqui'sitës?'65Ô pounds -of excéllerita béf,
widhrvdential'supply is' inoe't opprtunè,-'as our reidéer'wère expendèd 'lait
week. Two Eéi4iniàa hutsùpoi'asmall islÉt in thecentreöf. the bäyâänd the
sitë of Ën eic'miéfùent on a peiakeW-hillVon, the Westèniii*shore of :thé mainland,
are theenI? îidications 'Wè have iet'viith f that exïta'ordinai-y 'andhardy people
hav1gat, sonè'périd ilong t-ihabi'tádj this dôast'; 'we hávenow discoyere'd
'trces òf-theÙi upon all sides ofthis i1aiîd,bit where arë 'theygone; for ceritaily
ther·ig*not one upon it:at' presentj or Nýlïy 'shôuldýthëy have-quitted an iWlànd
so aboundin tliroughout the entire yeàr with'gaii, exdpt, as the Esquinaux
interpreter obseries, -there may be'a great'paucity of seals, without which lùsciloa
food th'ey"cannot Exist, aid this iay be he reason, as we have seen, very- few.

'Durin'g the mônth of July the'little thawvhihI a Èemerature, falling to 31°
evèry'inight,and'nsing only to' 3.9'-and;4 0° inTthelay coùld effect,'has not -beeft
much.; but the watèe dramginingfom the land -rottùd\theice föund the entireby
'àn4'détacheditýroni 100 to 300. yái-ds from- the, shoie, so that it.has power -to
movér and only requires open water'in'the offing to allow of its going out, whièh
joyful event'we entertained hopes of realizing, as'upon the loth of August some
lanes of water were observed to seaward, ,apd along the cliffs of Banks's 'Land
there wps a- clear spae of six miles in' width, extending., àlong thein as far
as the eye "could 'reach from the, N.W' hills, at an elevation of 1,000'feet,
and' on the,12th the wind, which had beenr sometime from the northward,
veered to 'the south, which had ·the 'effect of separating the sea ice from
that, of the ' baj -entirely, across the entrance, but, 'short1' shifting to the
nôth, 'it losedagain' and neyer after 'moved. 'On the 20th the tem eratire
fell to 27°; when the entire bay was completely frozen over, and on the 27th
to 19°, so that the whole aspect was cheerless' in the extreme,, the young. ice
being two and a half inches thick, so that the whole bay may be'perambulated;
indeed, the summeî was faiky gone, for the uplands are all snow..covered; the
wild fowl all departed, and the flowers which gave cheerful variety to this' bleak
land are all withered ; thé very seâson may be considered as, one long 'sunléss
day, as' sice the latter part of May that luminary has been scarcely visible, or
his influence' 'felt 'pôn those icy masses- which' block Barrow Strait 'entirely
across, nor do I imeinèe that the, Polar Sea has broken up this season, as'nóta
drop: ofwater has been. seen in that directions During July and the early part
of August thé crew 'Were daily employed gathering sorrel of which there was a

7great 'quantity upon the hils in 'this vicinity, and, eaten as a' salad with vinegar,
or boiled, when it- resembled*spinach, was found a most admirable 'antiscdrbutic
and a. great ben fit to all, being cxccedingly relished ;' but that hardy" nd
miserable herbage could not withstand this rigorous, summer, beyond th& 15th
of the month.' For several S.ys the ice hlad been perfeètly stationary and no
water visible iii any direction, that along the cliffs of Banks's Land being'frozei,
so *that I felt 'assured that the winter had fairly set in, and all. hopes of any
release this year"totally annihilated, the young ice being five inches 'thick.
Having preiiosly determined what course'I should adopt under circumstances
thus unfavòurable, upon the Sth September I announced my intentions' to the
cre%' , of sending half of them to England next April, with all the officers not in
charge of stores,, viâ 'Baffi's' Bay (taking the boat from Cape Spencer), and the
Mackenzie, detaining ,the remainder wxth the' hope' of extricating the vessel
durin 'the sunimer of 1853, or, failing that, to proceed' with *sledges in 1854 by
o'itLeopold, our provisions 'dnitting 'of no' other' arrangement, although-we

had already beéi'a'twelvem'onth upon two-thirds allowance, it was necessary to
nmäke préparations for meeting 'eighteed' months more, a very, severe deprivation
ahd 'onsttitutional'test,' but one which the service we are employed upon dalls
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for; the vessel being as s9und ,as the day she.entered the ice, it-would therefore
be discreditable'to,desert her in 1858, when a favourable season would run her
through the Straits, and admit of reaching England in.safety, where the suc-
cessful achievement of the long-sought-for and almost hopeless discovery of the
North-West Passage would be received with a satisfaction that will amply
compensate for the sacrifices made,. and hardships endured in its most tryimg
and tedibus accomplishment. This statement was well receiyed, and its execution
will; I hope, be carried out, without difficulty.-On the 17th the wind shifted to
the S.S.E , andblew hard, which a, few days earlier might have been atteaded
with favourable results; but now it had no effect, the ice being eight inches
thick was too firm to be moved; the sails -were consequentlyi unbent, ,and
preparations commenced for housing in.--September 24th, this isthe anniversary
of our arrival; the contrast is very remarkable: we entered the bay with. the
temperature at 33 and not a particle of ice in it; to-day ý the thermometer
stands at 2 with ice which bas never moved, and every indication of a very
severe winter. Upon the 25th Qetober closed the hatchways and housed the
vessel over, it becoming damp and cold between decks, the vapour funnels, of
which there are five, giving a sufficient ventilation; those over the hatchways
being never closed, carry off all impurities, so that we enjoy a, clear whole-
some atmosphere below; this bas very much contributed to the excellent
preservation of our health, and the 26th being the second anniversary of our
discovery of the "ý Passage " and the last that we should all be together, the
occasion was celebrated by a sinall additional allowance of provisions and an
extra glass of grog, which had the effect of putting all in high spirits,,so that
the' évening was passed most jovially in singmng and dancing.--On November
the 8th conipleted the banking up and other outside work, finally terminating
our winter arrangements on the 1 8th by covering the upper deck with eighteen
inches of snow. The deer for the last few days have been coming from the
southward to their winter quarters amongst the ravines and sand hills ; ninety
have been met with at one tinie and forty at another, but so very wild that few
have been shot. Our two seasons' experience show that these animals do not
migrate to the, south, as is generally supposed, but bear the extreme rigour of the
climate, and exist upon the scanty herbage, chiefly the dwarf .willow, froin off
which they break the siow with their feet, which tapping eau be heard at a con-
siderable distance when the weather is cahn, and frequently leads to their
discovery. The hares and ptarmigan have also descended from the high ground
to the sea ridges, so that a supply of game hias been kept up during the winter,
which has enabled a fresh meal to be issued twice weekly, and the usual
Christmas festivities to pass off with the greatest cheerfulness. As it was to be
our last, the crew were determined tco make it memorable, and their exertions
were completely successful: each mess was gaily illuminated, ,and decorated
with original paintings by our lower-deck artists, exhibiting the ship in ber
perilous positions during our transit of the Polar Sea, and divers other subjects;
but the grand features of the day were the enorim'ous-plun puddings, some
weighing six and twenty pounds, haunches of venison, hares roasted, and soup
made of the same, with ptarmigan and sea pies. Such dainties in such profusion
I should imagine never before graced a ship's lower-deck. Any stranger to have
witnessed this scene could but faintly imagine that he saw a crew which bad
passed upwards of two years in these dreary regions, and three entirely upon
their own resources, enjoying such excellent health, so joyful, so happy ; indeed,
such a mirthful assemblage under any circuinstances would be most gratifying
to any officer ; but in this lonely situation I could not but feel deeply impressed
as I contemplated the gay and plenteous sight with the many and great mercies
which a kind'and beneficent Providence had extended towards us, to whom alone
are due theheartfelt praises and thanksgivings of all for the greatblessingswhich we
have hitherto experienced in positions the most desolate which can be conceived.
March ist.r-The most dreary and dark time is now passed, and severe and trying
it bas been. The cold of the last two nonths was excessive, January showing
a mean of - 44°, being 17° below the corresponding period last year, and one
day the temperature fell to - 65°, and for twenty-four, hours actually averaged
- 62°. I should have doubted the correctness of the thermometer (as no former
experience shows so low a register) had it not been well tested the two preceding
winters, wlhen it 'nly fell to - 50°; but, independent of the glass, the, feelings
gave unmistakeable evidence of the extreme keenness of the weather, as for one



entire week the temperature never rose above -: 40°; the windbeing about S.S,W,,
from which quarter during both winters we have invariably felt the gr' eatest êold;
I therefore imagine that in the interior the land must be very lofty,, as, when
the wind veers to the north, which is directlly'off the Polar Sea,,the glass rises,
showing the'highest temperature when it is easterly. These low temperatures
have caused much moisture between decks, and from not'being able to allow a
sufliciency of firing to counteract the effect of this damp atmosphere, it has been
materially felt by the crew; the sick list at one period consequently increased to
nineteen, five being cases of scurvy and the same'of, dropsy, but now happily
reduced to ten, and the surgeon's report upon thé scurvy of the ,crew to-day
as to their general state and condition is as favourable as I éould, under
all circumstances, have anticipated. During the last'month we have' been
employed gravelling a'distance of 800-yards towards the sea ice, with the
hope of its weakening it iii the event of our being able to move when the season
for navigation arrives. Upon the 3rd, ,told the nèn off that weie to proceed to
England next month via Mackenziè and'Baffln's Bay. They appeared extrermely
well satisfied with the arrangement, as I explained to them my object was to
send home all who had suffered the inost from the severity of the climate, and
to which another year might prove exceedingly trying, as well as to retain the
most effective men in the event of being detained another winter. On the 15th
the travellers went upon full allowance of provisions, which I have little doubt
vill, before they are·requirêd to start, get them in good condition.-21st. The

weather has been beautiful during the last week; the temperature, which, until
the 16th, continued almost daily to fall te -56°,'the 17th rose to -27°; the
following day to - 140; and on the 19th to +3°,'which sudden and delightf
change,'after the excessive cold of the last three months,'is most grateful. The
invalids are rapidly improving, the majority taking a daily airing of from two to
three hours. The temperature at noon to-day exposed to the sun rose to + 400,
so that the extreme severity of the winter is over ; in fact, to the present time,
5th April,' the temperature daily mounts in the shade above zero, whicli,
according to past experience, is exceedingly mild, and may be considéred indi-
cative of an carly break-up of the ice. God grant such nay be the case! On
the 15th it is niy intention to start the parties destined to make their way to
England; and from our good sanitary condition I feel but little doubt but all
will safely arrive. A fatigue party, under the command of Mr. Court (second
master), will accompany Lieutenant Haswell for a few days, while John Calder
(captain of the forecastie), a trusty and zealous petty officer, will proceed with
Lieutenant Cresswell as far as the Princess Royal Islands, and fron the depôt
there will return with as many cases of potntoes and as much chocolate as can
be brought on the sledge, which extra supply will give an ample alluwance of
those excellent articles in the event of being àetained here during the ensuing
winter. To this period wc have not lost an individual of our crew, èither by
accident or disease ; the oficers particularly have enjoyed an immunity from
sickness which is surprising, with the exception of Mr. Sainsbury (mate), who,
since the winter of 1850, has suffered with a pulmonary complaint that has
entirely prevented bis participating in the arduous duties of the travelling
parties, or in the more exciting but iot less laborious occupation of hunting over
this rugged and severe country; and Mr. Paync (clerk in charge), who had been
a great invalid fron rheumatisni until this last winter, when he has made a most
rapid and wonderful recovery, and at present is in the enjoyment of more robust
hcalth than when he quitted England. I can attribute our excellent salutary
state te the causes previously alluded to in this narrative, in, conjunction with
the bountiful supply of game which a merciful Providence has aided us with,
and has so materially added to oir otherwisc scanty rations, as well as the excel-
lence of all species of our provisions, which are certai4ly of the best description
I ever met with, more particularly the superior quqlity of the lime juice, which,
as an anti-scórbutic, has proved most inestimable, with the preserved meats
supplied by Messrs. Gamble, which for weight, exemption from bone, and
excellence, rank in the very hi ghest scale, and that invaluable vegetable, the
preserved potato, manufactured by Edwards.-Sir, I have nothing more to add
to this narrative, except to state that I forward a list of game killed, and a
monthly mean of the meteorological journal, which has been registered every
alternate hour since leaving England by the respective officers of the watches,
and carefully arranged and tabulated by Mr. Court (second master), which
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ROBEIT M'CLURE, Commander.

Her Majesty's Ship "Investigator."
GAbiul killed in the ARcrIC REGIoNS.

Number killed. Average Weighmt each. Total Weight.

Musk Os ·· - - 7 278 Ibs 1,945 lbe.
Deer · - - - 110 70 ,, 7,716

Hare- 169 6 ,, 1,014 ,,
Grouse - - 486 Not weighed. -
Ducks - - 198

, Geese - - - 29 --
Wolves - - 2
Bears - - - 4 -- '

Tçtal head killed - - - 1,005.
l 1 ,, (ý .' , Ciý, , ý t LM . ,



Comma'déi MrURE o eantH.:

-1 r M y i'Wa-' Syr Sf It n sti t ,'

MEMORANDUM.

As it is of the utmost inportance both as regards the national dignity, equally
as a geographical subject, that it should, be ascertained as far as it is possible,
whether the waters in which'wpat present are comnunicatedwth those ofBarrow
Strait, orterminateja a bay, which, if the ,former,, willa-idecide the ,question of
a North-West Passage between the Atlantic andPâcific Oceans ;-onfgrnably
withx such aview it is my intention to proceed,)ith ?4r. our(second master)
and' dprty o'fmeh'updn-thisinterestmg servi'c on, Monda ^ntth' 21Î inst., or
as soon after as I feel assured that the vesse'ill bè h sécurity fr',diithe dangerous,
infltienèè-whichimy bél' a rendedfromtheesíingsprjrgtid"s; as' however,
it is not imþoôssibl thàt, dringif absëiiçefiü crsequiiencè either.f'adis•uption
in the'ice or some' unforeseen circubistances over which -oà may have nio'coitrol,
that the véssel 'may bë driýeiito the southward, 'and upo iùy réturn noýWhere to
be sedn"ï.' u -w j' ,'M.

-If is,' therefor'e, mny direction that in the eyent of any such uinhappy occur-
rence, that you exert yòui-self tO the utmost'to Iand' at all hazards upon either
ôf the'islànds, as circumstances' 'will rendermiost fivourräblé, thé ihird whale'bo t
complete,' and'the stores as per margin.' 'In the'
execution of .a service which may be åttended TwelvefMortins• rovisions ror seven inen,

with some difficulty, you will appoint Lieutenant Pcmialy allowance of-

Cresswell and Mr. Wyiniàtt (mate) to its super- soup - - - 1

intendence, impressing' upon thoseé officers and 13'"" °t °
the men under'their orders the paramount neces- 'coco -oz.

sity for their most strenuous endeavoursin carry- iar - -

ing this service into effect, as 'upon its' being nua - m.
executed will depend the existence of the absent Boat., store

arty. I feel assured that nothing further need Tent rane, eVith 4 pikes) - 1 li No.

beurgédto excite the active co-operation of all Fowling piece.(jercnssion dble.) 1
Percussionctp - , -,2000

concerned. - • shot, NoU. 1 - - -els
Should the above take plac'e,' you will ùpon D No. 4 -

the breaking up of the ice in the ensuing Poa'vdr (fine) Obs.
summer, use your 'utmost exertions to return to Fuel (coit1, $pare spars, .)

these islands with the least possible delay, where BAH carirge' - '-soo rounds.

(if I find that you do not arrive by the middle of caps (perousion) 1,000 in oi.
~August, I shal' considèr'that you are disabled or Ü "" e 2 in Nu.

'otherwiseincapacitatedfrom carrying these orders 'gnb - -

into effect, and shall most likely 'push to Port Carjet bots - pairs.

Leopold) ample instructions will be left foi your ie boots 7 .
future pro ceedings ùnder a cairin to be erected où Flann - - 100 yas.

the summit of the large island. s t - - n..
As so little is kiown with respect to the n sne - - - 14

clearance of ice from these waters, it inight so °·it - 14 i No.

happen that you may be unable to penetrate Lead (sheet) - - 10,

durng the whole of the navigable season as far Fearnouilit 10 yds:

as these islands ; in the event of such a contin- 'ren'cràle - - - 10 ych,.

gency you will consider it 'your duty, when you °°lf oot- 14 pairs.
Shovels LP i Nu.

arrive at the conclusion that all further perse- NeedIles, Nails of iie., Fihlookq nnd Lines.

'verance is unavailing ili endeavouring to carry the
purport of these instructions into effect, to secure the vessel for the winter in
some harbour or bay, àhcltered fron the pressure -of the heavy ice, so as to avoid
the severe nippings that she would otherwise be subjected to; the consequences
of which to a ship alieady weakened by a winter in the pack are to be appre-
hended.

Finally, in the supposition that you do not return to these islands, or receive
any other directions, you will in the summer of 1852 endeavour. to recross the
Polar Sea on your return to England, commencing your homeward voyage
immediately the navigation will admit, so as to 'avolid if possible the having to
remain a third winter in the ice. You will communicate with Her Majesty's
'ship "Plover," -ii Kotzebue Sound, and from thencè proceed to the Sandwich



Islands to recruit the crew and otherwise refit the vessel, from whence you will
communicate a detailed account of your proceedings to the Secretary of the
Admiralty. When you haee sufficiently refrcshed the men you will sail for
England, calling, at Valparaiso, reporting your arrival to the Comniander-in-
Chief by letter, should he not be at tlat place.

ROBERT M'CLURE, Commander.

No. 9.

Commander M'CLURE to Lieutenant HASWELL, Lieutenant CRESSWELL, and
Mr. WYNNIATT (Mate), the Officers in charge of the travelling Parties
from Her Majesty's Discovery Ship " Investigator."

By Robert M'Clure, Esq., Commander of Her Majesty's Discovery
Ship "Investigator."

WHEREAS I consider that it will be fully carrying out the beneficent inten-
tions of Her Majesty's Government, and ia accordance vith the views of my
Lords Commissioners of the Adniralty, that parties fron this ship should be
despatched (although such service nay possibly render their rejoining her
doubtful) to trace the southern shore of Barrow Strait, and the south-east
coast of Prince Albert's Land, in hopes of' meeting some indication of the
missing Expedition under Sir John Franklin, the tenor of whose instructions, if

Lieutenant Iasweil, indeed he has been enabled to carry thein into effect, would lead to the sup-
"auth.ceastrnsio;e. position that fron Cape Walker southward and westward would be the nost

Lieutenant Cressw,' probable locality to glean sone tidings of his hitherto mysterious fate-our
]Mr. ", ; position being particularly fa.vourable for prosecuting this duty, thereby to a

North-castern short. certain extent settling a point which has created much and decp solicitude
With six wec'ke, pro- -
, .ii.ne for ena'cîl part amongst all denominations of our countrymen-I lay down a few instructions

for the guidance of the respective Ollicers entrusted with this service, wyho will
take their route as per margin.

The primary object is most carefully to examine along the tide-line for any
appearance of wreck, or wood of any description, wlhich night lead to the sup-
position that mechanical labour bas been expended upon it; if there should not
be any name, or other distinguishing mark by which it could be recognised as
belonging to one of Her Majesty's. ships, you will take a sketch and its dimnen-
sions (if too large to be brought on board), as, upon inspection, it nay be found
to correspond with some of the fittings of the nissing ships. You will likewise
search upon the elevated ground a little above the beach, where parties would
be most likely to encamp, for any cairn, preserved imeat cases, or other indica-
tions of civilised man.

2nd. This land not having been previously explored, it is of nuch import-
ance that its geographical position should be as accurately established and
coast-line traced, as the urgent circumstances under which you are acting ivill
admit of, bearing in mind that your outvard course is not to be retarded upon
this acccant, as every mile in advance is in furtherance of the object of your
search, and paramount to aill other considerations; your extreme limit
mnust, however, be determincd by careful meridian altitudes and chronoietric
observations.

3rd. As we have no accurate knowledge at wvlhat period the ice breaks up in
these Straits, you will keep a very vigilant cyc upon it for any syiptomu that
would lcad you to infer such an event was probable, and when feeling fully
assured such is likely to be the case, you will use your utnost exertions to
rejoin the ship, leaving the whole of your spare stores aînd provisions, placing
them upon an elevation, so that they may easily be discernible, as well as
available, for any other travelling parties; taking also the latitude and
longitude, and noting any reinarkable land by which the deposit may be
identified.

4th. Upon arriving at our present position should you find that ic ship lias
been drifted away (a circuistance only barely possible), you will procced to
the depôt at the Princess Royal Islands, and there renain until joined by the
other parties (the senior oflicer tien assuming the coniiiaid) ; or if, after waiting
a reasonable time, there is no appearance of theni, so that you may cone to the
conclusion that they have been able to reacl the slip, ià will then be necessary
to equip yourself with two months' provisions, and makc the best of your way
to the " lover," as Fort Good Hope upon the Mackenzie cannot be depended
upon as a station, where you vould be certain of obtaining a supply of provi.



sionsin the event of having to winter there ;, and any attemnpt to reach Port
Leopoldwithout 'the knowlèdge of a ship being thère to ieceive you, or of the
difficulties whikh maY impede your progress in navigating-an unknown coast,
is very likely to be attended with obstacls which would place you in a most
embarrassing situation, all which may be obviated 'by making direct for
Kotzebue Sound, and by coasting the northern shorie of, America your are
certain of open water, abundance of firewood, and plenty'of game, neither of
which you could calculate upon in Barrow Strait.

5th. Having directed your attention to' the principal óbjects connected with
the service you are employed upon, as' well as to every point' which could
happen relatively with the critical' position -of the -ship, -aid bhaviüg made
arrangements to meet those contingencies by placing 'boats ,upon the eastern
shore and Princess Royal Islands, with a large depôt ofprvisions:and clothing,
I feel perfectly satisfied' that under any of the circumstances embraced in these
orders no apprehension need be entertained for your ultimate safety.

Finally. Under the event alluded to in Article 4,, you will consider yoùrself
detached (provided that you see nothing of this ship while going to the
" Plover") for the purpose of making the best of your way ta England,,where,
immediately upon your arrival, you will report yourself to the Secretary ôf the
Admiralty, enclosing the orders under which you have acted, with an outine
of our proccedings in as intelligible a forn as your remembrauce of the different
circumstances will allow.

Given under my hand on board Her Maiesty's Discovery Ship " Investi-
gator," beset in the ice in Prince of Wale' Strait, in latitude 720 50' N.,
longitude 117° 55' W., the 18th day of April 1851.

(Signed) ROBERT M'CLURE, Commander.

NOTE.-YOU are to keep a Diary, from which, upon your return, you will
be required to draw up a 'detailed account of your proceedings for my
informatioñ.-R. M'C.

No. 10.

The following is an ABSTRICT of the Proceedings of Her Britannia Majesty's
Discovery Ship " Investigator," since parting company with the

l Herald " upon the 31st July 1850, off Cape Lisbourne.

At 5.20 A.m., August 2d, latitude 72° 1' N., longitude 166° 12' W., made
the ice, which did not appear heavy, but upon entering it a short distance was
undeceived and ran out.

August 5th.-In ruuning along the pack edge endeavouring to find an
opening, exchanged inumbers with the " Plover," and at 11 A.M. made a low
shingle beach, to the eastward of Wainwright's Inlet ; at midnight rounded
Point Barrow in 73 fathoms, but from the foggy state of the weather did not
see it.

August 8th.-1.45 A.M., being off Point Drew, sent Mr. Court, second
master, and Mr. Miertsching, interpreter, to deposit a notice of our having
passed, who met some Esquimaux that had arrived three days previously; these
trade with the Russians, and were very friendly ; therefore sent a letter, with
the chance of it reaching the Admiralty. We also heard from them that last
year three boats had passed to the eastward, with white men and Indians, which
was most probably Lieutenant Pullen. In the evening erected a cairn, and
buried another notice at Point Pitt.

August 9th.-Passed the Colville about forty miles from its entrance, in
threc fathons and a half.

August 1lth.-Deposited a notice upon Jones's Island, which was thickly
strewed with driftwood. In the forenoon two baidars, containing twenty-four
natives, came alongside ; the chief possessed a gun with " Barnet, 1840," on the
lock, obtained from the Russians ; bartered tobacco for salmon and ducks. In
the afternoon cominunicated with another party, who were exceedingly intelli-
gent and clean; sent despatches for the Adiniralty, via Colville, and, from what
the interpreter states, believe that they will arrive.

August 12th.-Several baidars came alongside; received flsh and ducks for
preseuts of beads and tobacco. Thesc are adroit pilferers.

H



.:Atugt4th.q4tunsupon la ehoalVéightiies~ northi ifwrYarborough;1nlet,
having, during thé,last two-dayspuarrowly escaped several ,of these' daifgerous
banks, whichare -veylitgeabove ,thevater,,,and hidden from view.by the ice;
hove off %viththe- stçean anchoi, but. iinfortunteily upset a whale boat, and lost
eleven -casks af:.beef, b4ving,,to.carry sail to prevent being setagain on shore.

-August l5th.r.F$ounditimpossible to'get two miles in any direction, the ice
having.closed.from the northward4ýresting upon the shoals.in that direction, and
to the southward, the low'banke ',vhich, we ground.ed upon yesterday; anchored
to -await some favourablé change. .

•August,,16th.-Ice,-to, the northward of the shoals slightly eased, leaving
about 150 yards ofiopen.water ; weighed andwarped'through two.cables'length,of
ice to get into itrwhichoecupied six hours of hard labour,, so heavy was the pack.

-Augus 17th-At noon the weathér. which had bêen foggy, cleared with a
breese from NdE.;. made.,sait through heavy sailing ice, occasionally.stÈiking
violently ; navigatilong this coast very dangerous, the sand-banks being low
andnumerous. Latitude 70 20'N., löngitude 1480 4' W.,'.
- August, 21st..-Made, the Pelly Islands off the Mackenzie; since the 17th

have encountered very, heavy ice ; ran ninety miles ito a bight, vhich brought
us to the solidpack ý fortunate1y we were enabled torgn out of it before it closed.

August 24th.-Observing some huts a little to the westward of Point Warren,
sent despatches for the, Admiralty, with, the hopes of their being forwarded by
the Hudson's Bay Company ; this tribe, however, have. no trafiic with them; but
barter with othersfarther westi, who, tiade with the Colville, giving as their
reason that the:lhdsoù BaÎy'Company had'given the Indians water which had
kill'd many of thema, and;they, did not wish to, have any. They appear savage and
warlike, and are.atenmity witb.their neighbours. Brought the despatches back.

August 30th.-Observing a.post erected or the beach, near Point Maitland,
in Liverpòolf ayi, en ô àanne it; nd depôsit'a nôtice of our passing ; found
it wa an'E'squiiax imaik, who' apparently had recentl.yquitted it, there being
several cachés containing birds and fisli.

Il the afternoon, while approaching-Cape Bathurst, observed Esquimaux on
the shore; upon communicating with then, found that they belonged to a tribe
now at Cape Bathurst, who were cafchitg whales, and the same vho had seen
Sir J. Richardson,lst year. In the evening, being thick and getting into three
and a half fàilion's ancioredbetweei Bailhe's Iland.

Aàguist 31st.-Proceeledto Cape.Bathurst; tribe consisted of three hundred;
very friendly; would'go south in tIfrée wecks';' ve them despatches for the
Admiralty, a gun and ammuùitiàh to the chief, and mimy presents among thein ;
and, judging froin their intelligence and cleanly appearance, have great expec-
tation of their reaching.

September 1st.-Off Cape Bathurst ; many natives came on board, and being
nearly calm, remained ..until the evening, when a breeze ispringing up, we took
our final leave of the- Esquimauk:upon-the American coast, fully couvinecd that
neither the ships nor any of the crews of Sir J. Franklin's expedition have ever
reached their shores. They appear a quiet, inoffensive people (with the
exception of those at Point 'Warren, which the Cape Bathurst tribe have no
,dealing with), andi would assist: any white people thrown anongst thein.

The whole ofthis coast-is ghallow, bit with the lead may besafely navigated,
the soundings being very regular; the shoals terninate about 'thirty miles to the
eastward of Yarbo-ough Inlet, and water varying in breadth from one mile to
forty, may be calculated upon along shore, betveen the beginning of August
and 1Oth of September, according to the winds, more or less ice encumbered,
but the natives state that every year the ice opens fron the shore; we found the
prevailing winds fron E.S.E. to N.E.

September 6th.-At 11.30 A.M., being to ic northward of Cape Parry,
remarked high land from N.' lby E. to E.N.E.

Septemnber 7th.-At,9.30 A.M., landed and took possession of the discovery,
and namned it Baring Island. The land is bold upon the southern side, being
upwards of 1,000 feet in.height, its northern being Banks's Land; crected a signal
pole with black ball, and .left a notice n latitude 71° 8' N., longitud- 122°
48' W.

September 9th.-Observed land N.N.E.; named it Prince Albert's Land,
vhichýis continu'oùs with Wollàston ând Victoria Land, and extends north to

latitude 730 21' N., longitde1,12°. 48' W.



eptember 1th.-:-Ship beet,ii atitudé; 72°52, 'longitddeM17l 3' q bùt ice
m motion. . I

Octobet'8th.-Sitce the 11thof last mônth, have:beén-driftingr in the gp.âk;
narrowly escapéd destruction -several- times,- untit with ai heavynipi at 8 A.mù this
day, which listed the shi-31;,we were firmly fixedfor-the-space of niée months
in.latitude, 72. 47', longitude: 1,17 r34'. e , • : , : - te n ;. . .

October 10th.-Tçok possession of Prince Albert's-Land, distant four miles.' Lat. 72 46' N.
October 1 .8th.'-And to-day, (f, the. Princess,,Royal Isles, .l.ying in the -centre Long. 1170 44'10f W.

of Prince of Wales', Strait, distant four, miles frôm-thé shipdFa\ .Theré:iserectëd a
large cairn, pole, and ball -upon itse summit, and have .dépoàitedithree months,
provisiois for*sixty-six nien, besides'leaving a boatand, some amniunitioi.'

October 21st.-The Captain,- Mr. Coui-t, and party started tId trace this strait
towards'the N.E.

October 26th.'-Discovered the entrance into Barrow. Strait, in latitude
7330' N.,, longitude 114" 14', W.,,which"establishes- the existence of a north-
west passage.

-October 30th.-Five' nusk 'oxen shot upon Prinde Albert's Lànd,'-whieh ter-
minated, our operationsfor 1850. , i - , lieutenant Ha:we-·,

April 18th, 1851.-This day despatched three travelling parties to search the La .70a me,
coast-line, under Lieutenant Haswell, to the S.E. towards WolhstonLand; Lieu- Long. 1I.

tenant Cresswell in the direction'of Banks Land.; and Mr..Wynniatt (mate) to "at." 7416,'
the N.E., who respectively reached the position, as noted in the margin, and log 70 ®4' W.

traced the coast as per the accompanying chart. . : Lat 72 6'N.
June 2d.--The Captain and Mr. Miertsching (the interpréter) communicated Long. 107° 42

with the Esquimaux. upon Prince Albert's Land, about sixty miles south of our
position, who had previously been met by Lieutenant Haswellk They traced the
coast-line as inarked in the chart, and state that there are many of their tribes
inhabiting the land towards the south, but that they -know of none to the north-
ward.; they are a kind, simple people, and have never -before seen the white
man, at whom they were evidently alarmed.

July 14th.-Ice opened without·any pressure, and the vessel .as again fairly
afloat, but so surrounded with.it, that we only driftedwith the pack, having been
able to use our sails but twice, and then only for a few hours, up.to August 14th,
when we attained our furthest northern position in Prince of Wales', Strait,
latitude 730 14' 19" N., longitude 115° 32'30" W. I

August 16th.-Finding our passage into Barrow Strait obstructed-by N.E.
winds setting large masses of' ice to the southward, which had drifted the ship
fifteen miles in that direction during the last twelve hours, borè' up to run to
the southward of Baring Island.

August 20th.-Latitude 74° 27' N., longitude 1220 32',25" W., have had
clear water to reach thus far, running within a mile of the coast the whole
distance, when' our progréss was impeded by the ice i'esting uponi the shore;
secured to a large grounded floe piece in twelve fathoms; ice appears to have
but reccntly heen detached from this coast.

August 29th.-Ship in great danger of being crushed or driven on shore by
the ice coming in with heavy pressure from the Polar Sea, driving her along
within 'òne hundred yards of thé land fôr'half a Ùiilé, heeling her 15° and raising
her bodily one foot eight inches, when 'we again becànic stationai'y and the ice
quiet.

Septemnber lth.-Icc again in-motion, and ship driven from the land into the
main pack with heavy gale from the S.W.

September 1 th.-Succeeded in getting clear of the pack and secured to a
large grounded floc, latitude 74° 29' N., longitude 1220 20' W.

September 19th.-Clear water along shore to the eastward; cast off and
worked in that direction, with occasional obstructions and several uarrow escapes
from the stupendous Polar ice until the evening of the 23rd, when we ran upon
amnudbank, having six feet under the bow and five fathoms astern ; hove off
without sustaining anq dainage.

September 24th.-At daylight, observing Barrow Straits fuil of ice and
largemasses setting into the, bny, detcrmined upon making this .our winter
quarters, and finding a well-sheltered spot upon the south side of the shoal upon
vhich 'we last iiglht grounded, ran in and anchored-in ifour 'fathoms, latitude,

740 6'ý N., longitude i 17° -54' W..; this night, wivere frozen hi and h0eInot since)
moved. The position is nost excellent, beingwell protected from the heavy ice
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by the projection of the reef ,which throws it clear of the ship six hundred
yards. r

The currènts along the coasts of the Polar Sea appeared to be influenced in
the direction more or less by the winds; but certainly upon the vest side of
Baring Island there is a permanent set to the eastward ; at one time we found
it as much as two knots during a erfect calm, and that the flood-tide sets from
the westward, we have ascertaned beyond a doubt, as the oppôrtunities afforded
during our detention along the western shore of this island gave ample proof;

The prevailing winds along the American shore and in the Prince of Wales,
Strait we found to be N.E. but upon this coast S.S.W. to N.W.

A ship stands no chance of getting to the westward by entering the Polar
Sea, the water along shore being very narrow and wind contrary, and the pack
impenetrable; but through Prince of Wales' Strait, and by keeping along the
American coast, I conceive it practicable. Driftwood is in great abundance
upon the east coast of Prince of Wales Strait, and on the American shore also
much gaine.

In this vicinity the hills abound in reindeer and hare, which remain the entire
winter; we have been very fortunate in procuring upwards of four thousand
pounds.

The health of the crew has been and still continues excellent, without any
diminution of number, nor have we felt the slightest trace of scurvy.

It is my intention, if possible, to return to England this season, touching
at Melville Island and Port Leopold; but should we not be again heard of, in all
probability we shall bave been carried into the Polar pack, or to the westward
of' Melville Island, in either of whicli any attempt to send succour would only
be to increase the evil, as any ship that enters the Polar pack must be inevi-
tably crushed; therefore, a depôt of provisions, or a ship at Winter Harbour,
is the best and only certainty for the safety of the surviving crews.

No traces whatever have been met with, nor any information obtained from the
natives, which could by any possibility lead to the supposition that Sir J. Frank.
lin's expedition, or any of bis crews, have ever reached the shores we have visited
or searched; nor have we been more fortunate with respect to the " Enterprise,"
not having seen her since parting company at the Straits of Magellan, the 20th
April 1850.

This notice was deposited by a travelling party in April 1852, consisting of
Captain M'Clure, George Gibbs, A.B.
Mr. Court, 2nd Master, ,, Bounsall, A.B.
John Calder, Captain Forecastle, John Davis, A.B.
Serjeant Woon, R.M., Peter Thompson, Captain Fore-top.

Whoever finds this, it is requested it may be forwarded to the Secretary of
the Admiralty.

Dated on board lier Britannic Majesty's Discovery Ship " Investigator," frozen
in, in the Bay of 4 Mercy," latitude 740 6' N., longitude I 17' 54' W., April
12th, 1852.

RouEnt M'COLUIn, Commander.

Unless there is a vessel now at Melville Island it is iot my intention to
revisit it, but make the best of my way down the Straits.-R. M'C.

No. 11.

Commander M'CLURE to the SECRETARY OF TnE ADMHIALTY.

H. M. Discovery Ship " Investigator," Bay of Mercy,
" Baring's " Island, lOth April, 1853.

Sir, (Reccived 7th October.)
IN the event of our not getting to England this year, I think it necessary to

acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
what our operations will be, to effect that object in 1854, that their Lordships
may be enabled to take such ca-operative measures for our relief as may appear
expedient.



Should the ice break up in this bay sufficiently early to permit of où getting
through the Straits this season, and finding the water open to the eastward of
Leopold Island, it would be my object to push forward, without stopping to
take on board any provisions from Port Leopold; but if, contrarywise, 'the ice
should be thick towards Lancaster Sound,- I would, if possible; pi-ceedt6 Port
Leopold and complete a tweliremonth's provisions, and then risk wintering in
the pack or getting through, in preference to remaining at the above port; if,
however, we are detained mn this bay until next year, it will then be reguisite to
leave towards the end of April and niake for Port Leopold,'where l'am aware
that there is a good boat, a bouse, and ample supplies ; and, when the navigable
season opens, proceed to Ponds Bay, coasting along the south shore of Barrow
Straits; arriving at Ponds Bay, and if finding fron the Esquimaux that no
whalers have as yet been there, I should there await their appearance as long
.as my provisions would admit, and then go down the west shore of Bafin's Bay,
keeping close along the land floe, where whalers or their boats are almost dertain
of beimg met with ; failing this, I should cross to Discoe with the hope of getting
a passage in some of the Danish vessels, which come there annually and leave
about the beginning of September, or, being too late for them, either charter or
purchase one of their coasting schooners which I believe trade anongst the
settlementp, if she was capable of standing an Atlantic voyage; could neither
of these be accomplished, we must of necessity remain until the following season
at that settlement. Should any of Her Majesty's ships be sent for our relief,
and we have quitted Port Leopold, a notice containing-information of our route
will be left at the door of the house on Whalers' Point, or on soie conspicuous
position; if, however, on the contrary, no intimation' should be found of our
having been there, it may be at once surmised that some fatal catastrophe bas
happened, either from being carried into the Polar Sea or smashed in Barrow
Straits, and no survivors left. If such should be the case, which however I vill
not anticipate, it will then be quite unnecessary to penetrate further to the
westward for our relief, as by the period that any vessel could reach that port
we must, from ivant of provisions, all have perished; in such a case I would
submit that the officer may be directed to return, and by no meaiis incur the
danger of losing other lives in quest of those who will then be no more. As,
however, it may occur (as was the case with Sir John Ross) that the ice may
not break up in Prince Regent's Inlet during the whole summer, it is as well
to provide against such a contingency ; if such should happen, -it would be
necessary to winter at Port Leopold, unless apprised of the locality of any ship
tbat might be sent for our relief. which I think might be accomplished without
any very great difficulty, as although such vessel may not be enablcd to get far
Up the Straits, yet as Admiralty Inlet would be pretty certain of being clear of
ice, she might proceed thither, and in some secure bay freeze iii, and when the
Straits were firnjy frozen about the middle of October, a small travelling
party could be despatched with the intelligence ; the whole would then proceed
to her, and although rather late in the season, men working for their hves are
not likely to be discouraged by a little cold.

Whatever may be the final termination of this long, tedious, but I hope not
unimportait voyage, I beg, Sir, that you will assure their Lordships that in every
stage I have been guided entirely by what i have considered to be my duty in
prosecuting to the utmost the object for which the expedition was fitted out ;
and althoughi we have not succeeded iii obtaining any information which could
throw the slightest clue upon the fate of our missing countrymen, I hope that
the services performîed in the tracing of a very great extent of coast line, the
discovery of much new land, a portion inhabited by a simple and primitive
people not hitherto known, and, above all, the accurate knowledge of that PAsSAGE
BETwEEN THE ATLANTIC AND PAcIFI OcEANs, which for so many hundred years
has baffled maritime Europe, its very existence being almost considered sceptical,
will, I trust, be considerecd events sufficiently interesting and important, to
elicit from their Lordships a favourable consideration of our services.

I have, &c.
ROBERT M'CLunRE, Commander.
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SECRETARY oF , ADMIRALTY to, Commander, M'LURE, H. M. DiaccVryihip

SAdmiral 7th Octôber 1853.,-,
,I AMlcommanded by y Lors Commissioners of the Admiralty to aclin6w-

edge the recèiyt' of' the desp'atch'es forwarded by you on the .10t April Iast,
deliyered at this office by. Lièutenant Cresswcll, ,and, in which yduw re~portethe
completioi of thé NorthWest ,assage. .. . , ': : ,'r t

My Lords have .persed the narratiye of your proceedings in searc-y''f the
xpedtionùnderSir Jon anin-with interest and satisfaction;and as

,a mrk-of their aprova tho the ëreai exertion's and untiring perseverance ,with
.whicl that earchouthough unvai d, .was prosecuted; have, been jpleased this
da to proniote you to the.rank ofa tain.' .- •-,,

XyLords desiresthat yo4 will signi' ..-to the officera, seamen, and marinesi of
the 'vestigafor," that'their praiseworthy and exemplary conduct throughout-a
ti-ying employ, entitles'them to their Lordships' highest commendation; and·that

return,to their country,of officers,and men who have soworthily distingùished
èmselves, is anxiouslyloo ke for by their Lordships. . .

Z èn e au I h ave, & c.,

(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON

VI.f

Proceedings of the Squadron in the Arctic Seas, under the Command
of Sir Edward Belcher, C.B.

No. 1.

Sir EDWARD BELcHER, C.B., to the' SEcRETARY OF THE ADMiV1ALrY, London.
H. M. Discovery Ship Assistance,", Winter Quarters, Northumberland Sound,

Sir, Sept. 22nd, 1852, Lat6 76° 52' N., Long. 970.W.
BEING at this moment about to examine the coast (by sledge) easterly to Cape

Becher and Hamilton Island, I take this precaution, in the event of any -party
from the "North Star" visiting our cairns, to afford the latest information of our
proceedings.

On the 14th -of August, as my despatch left with Commander Pullen would
ihform you, I quitted Beechey Island, leaving there Captain Kellett with, his
instructions, and who would see the " North Star" safely docked before quitting.
Steeiing on, we passed up Wellington Channel without observing Baring's Bay
or the deep indentations of the new chart, nor the Mount Franklin of De Haven.
On the morning, of the 16th we noticed a;very remarkable pile on a hill, appa.
rently the work of man, and immediately moved on in the " Pioneer," examined
it, and obtained my first well-fixed position in these regions. The pile was found
to be merely the remains.of a dy ke,,which, being harderthan the surrounding
inatter, had remained until it hadacquired a lieight of 20 feet, about 14 in the
meridian, and 6 feet E. and W. The position of our cairn, about 100 yards south
of it, was in latitude 76° 12' 52" N.,Jongitude 920 48'42" W., evidently the rise
from the point where one of the searching. parties observed in 76° 13' distant
about two miles west from us. But the, bays, formed north and south,.free
from ice, do not exist in any manner worthy of more than slight indentations.
The ice, or snow (as the southern land is very low) must have deceived, the
previous visitors. I think I may safely say that not the most distant hope of
any communication by sea exists in this direction with Jones's Sound. Although
from the fogs and , vapours, which, were particularly noticed from the crow's
nest on board, and by myself froin the dck, exhibiting at times the appeàrance
of smoke from fires,- am inclined to suspect extcnsive lakes or arms
of the sea, &c., running parallel to the northern land, and possibly connect-
ing by sone very narrow neck, but westerly, much as it wiould otherwise mate-
rially influence tie tides in this region. I now speak deteizinedly in calling
things by their proper names, at least if any tides are acknowledged in the
English Channel-regular rise and fall, ebb and flood. Leaving this position,
and having already nade iy mind up :not to interfere vith any land which could



ihaveaLbeeii>éen;ahd'tnamed' b G srPenny'sèôplé pushedi:onitoithe
swestwardi ireaching Cape_ Becher aboutrmnight, whee, a depositof forty.two
,days'aprbvisiòns foften, mëLn: iasvwell secured, and notice'oftour movement left.
,Passing ,westerly we 'reached aboùt'4 Pi.- the ýetreme land. HererI, ereoted a
ivery conspicuous- cairn, and from the summit; iaboût 1,000feet:above the!ice,
obtained ,a,view,of the distant· land, easterly, and southerlý to S.W.,, where> it
.ceaed,i âtwhat I 4iall continue to consider as Cape Lady Franklin, rieserving
theýname ofSir John for the base of my hill. But·from hence the view fromt Cape
Becher was entirely cut off, by anintervenin'point not less than twelve miles.
The éoast.line, diminished much.in length, wilLhowevei açcommodate Captait
ehys;iames, giving to the -island next to me Crocrofiänd Point Sophia,'and

the points of others hii'different names. . , - _
The land,on which 1 stood being veritably newly disâovered,'I took posses-

sion in due form as ý" Mount Percy,t and, the teritory "Northumberland: of
North ,Britain," at the samè time .naming the expanse of islet-covered sea
beneath me, "l Northumbrland Sound.» 

The floe ice having closed' in here on the outlying isltnds, compelled me , to
seek for security for the vessels which the Sound happily. afforded; but 'as it
'contîiued to, press in, no-time was to be lâàt in selecting a spot where she might
iecurely wibter.. This fortunately offered about three miles westerly, where the
vesselsarenow ivell frozen in.

ýOn 'the l18th I made an excursion to one of the highest peaks of the outly'ing
noüth-vèstern island, from which I obtained angles to Cape Lady Franklin, as well
as; to the southern!and westermôst land', where it'seened to trend away S.S.W.
trhe. -The next very distant land' bore N.N.E., about 30 to 35 iiles, béing
nearly the computed distance whichwe were from Cape LadyFranklin. I specially
rernark .these computed 'distances, to show that,,ùnder the most favourable
ciréUmstances, in this 'climate, andwith first-rate- instrunielnts, I could'barely'
atsuch distances,-be sure of the objects presented to my view; and even
then -I asked my assistant to satisfy himself that it really was land which I'took.

<As far,ýtherefore, as my observations from this-point, and those of Commander
;Richaids; from. a much higher niouiitain,: abdit five miles easterly of me on the
,main, are concerned, there is no visible loom of 'land between Cape Lady Frank-
lin and the newly-discovered land N.N.E., or by actual observation 1430 2' of the
horizon. From the freemotion of the, tides and fioes (in the direction hère
parallel to the channel, say N.N.W. and S.SE.) I arn satisfied that we are now
-inthe Polar Sea, composed, in al probability, of a great archipelago of isletà
andssandbanks. .

Time was now too precious to lose in waiting for open water for the ship;
-indd- I judged correctly in estimàating the " season " closed, and immediately

determiaed oiboat and sledge work' Itwas flrst irtended to take two boat,
but the.former Arctic men thought thatappearances indicatedfirm ice o& floes.
I, or:nmy own part I determined to secure my grèat object of settling the position
of all we had seen already, and of being properly prepared for further operations.
The)light, ice boat, built after a model lent to, me by Captain Hamilton; and
named after him, was attached to my sledge. Commander Richards had -the
!econd sledge, and Lieutenant ,Osborn the third. Provisioned. for twenty'one
days, and iith a precautionary depôt sent overland to a bay likely to"afford
sheltèr the party started on the 23d August. It was soon' found that ·the
pools and cracks between the floes could not be managed by one boat, ànd she
little better than pasteboard as to thickness ; a whale boat was therefore added.
It is immaterial now to mention particulars, but on the 25th we landed on a low
point, where the coast turns suddenly to the eastward, and discovered the
remains of several well-built Esquimaux houses, not, simply circles of loose
stones, but twô lines of well-laid vall in excavated ground, filled in between by
about two feet of fine gravel, well paved, and withal presenting the appearance
of great care, -more indeed than I am willing to attribute to the rude inhabitants
of migratory Esquimaux. Bones of deer, walrns, seal, &c., numerous. Coal
found.
, The addition of the whale boat rendered the novenents of the other party

so slow, that I was compelled to move on singly, leaving Commander Richards
to.couplete the coast-line search from his advanced station as long as his provisioiis
would last (one sledge having swamped and spoiled the greater part). On the
ivening of the 27th August, the anniversary of the action of Algiers, I took
péssdésionxQof theflrstlarge island seen from the former- statioi, naming iit,-in
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compliment to the gallant Commander-in-Chief, " Exmouth Island ;" the summit
named " Milne Peak," our ,second in command. To the eastward of me
lay a long table island, to ivhich Commander Richards would repair and connect
it withour survey. From the summit of this is land, 580 feet above the sea, and
in latitude 77° 15', I had anticipated the satisfaction of commanding a most
extensive range. I was mi-rably disappointed, and after watching two suc-
cessive days for hours through snow storms for merely sone glimpse of the land
I had now to seek, I was barely rewarded by ascertaining that an open sea of
about seventeen miles would enable me to reach it, if the wind permitted ; -for
the boat, when sledge laden, with tent, bedding, provisions, &c., was not very
safe, even on' the Thames above bridge. Fortune favoured as, and by aid of
sails (tent bottom) and paddles, we reached our destination the- next afternoon,
after six hours' toil. The ice then moving on to the land completely entrapped
us; but we were safe on terra firina. Thick snowy weather continued, with
bright gleams at times, affording us occasionally glimpses of Exnouth and
Table Islands. I toolc possession of this new addition to Her Majesty's
territories under the title of " North Cornwall," in compliment to His Royal
Highness the Heir Apparent. Waiting to secure the position, which was deter-
mined to be in latitude 77° 33' 30" N., longitude about 970 W., -and having
ascended the highest point of land (within three miles N.E.) and satisfied myself
that I commanded the north-west extrenie for a radius of, five miles at least,
and that no land within the range of Exmouth Island (seventeen miles distant)
existed westwardly of mue, I returned to the beach ; and, having hauled the boat
overland to clear the ice, which had entrapped us, launched in the open water,
and. pulled along the south-western Une of the island about seventeen miles,
where we landed and encamped for the night.

This position proved to be the southern angle of North Cornwall, situated in
770 28' 50" N. The weather still continued thick, with occasional snow falls,
and hiding most of the objects which I was so anxious to obtain; indeed, barely
sufficient of Exmouth and Table Islands to secure my position. But in the
eastern horizon, wherc the sun at times shone brightly, I was enabled, from a very
elevated position, to satisfy myself that no land was visible in the easteri horizon
for thirty miles, and the castern low extremity of this land, North Cornwall,
about ten miles E.N.E.

Throughout this very interesting search not a particle of driftwood has been
noticed since quitting Village Point, and not a trace of human beings. Animal
life seems to fail after quîtting Exmouth Island. It is possible that the snow
may have covered many objects; but we noticed them even where heavier snow
had fallen on Table Island.

If our unfortunate countrymen have " taken the floc, and drifted with it,"
their case is hopeless. If we may judge from the aspects of the floes, where
they have come into collision, or where they piled themselves in layers over forty
feet on the north-western extremities of the islands: the feeling was disheartening. s
We noticed nothing equal to it in Melville Bay.

Our only resource now is the close search of the coast line cwest and south-
westerly, and north and easterly, for any traces of vessels or crews.

The tides in the parallel of 77' 30' are regular east and west, the flood coming
from the east, and that tide to the north appearing to prevail at a depth below
the ordinary thickness of the floc, as we frequently noticed detached heavy
masses drawing some eight or ten feet, passing rapidly and forcibly against the
weather floc edge and a stiff breeze. The boat was on one occasion so forced
to windward aud stove.

Finding little chance of better weather, young ice forminig, and our position
being very precarious in suci a frail boat,,against the glassy ice even now on
the surface, we took advantage of the lull, and fortunately effcted our escape
.under great difliculty to Table Island,-the day following Exnmouth Island, and
forward, rejoining Commander Richards and party before leaving Village Point.

I cannot take leave of the little boat without expressing, in common with all
her crew, our admiration of' her most perfect adaptation for the service contem-
plated. She had, it is truc, sundry severe injuries; but, under Providence, we
escaped and returned safey. She has yct, I trust, much to earn before she is
laid up with her " honours due." She was namned the " Hamilton," in compli-
ment to Captain Hamilton, who kindly lent mue the mnodel fromn wlich she was
planned. From our examination of this Northern Sea, I now feel convinced that
the so-termned Smith's and Jones's Sounds arc connected immediately with this



Northern Sea. If Franklin passed easterly'through Lancaster Sound, to try the
openings of Jones's or Smith's outlets, we may yet fal upon his traces, as my own
spring movements will cariy me in that direction. Commander Pullen - or
Mr. M'Cormick may have already in parts ettled this important question; they
were fully impressed by me with the impoitance of that course of search.

Our parties returned to the ship on the 8th of September, having been absent
but sixteen days.' It was satisfactory at all event. to find, -that the opinioh I
had formed of the season had been fully borne ·out, the vessels -being securely
frozen in froin the period we quitted.

So rapidly indeed did the ice appear to be uniting in one common floe, that
immediate preparations were made for sending out autumnal parties, with the
depôts for the southern spring search. The 13th of September was indeed fixed
for starting; but gaps were noticed' from our hill, (one of the highest in this
vicinity) -which entirely stopped our proceedings.

Eventually on the 22nd, Iidetermined on endeavouring to search closely by
the coast-line between this and Cape Becher, as our rapid iovement 'night
have caused some little object topass unnoticed-not probable.

This letter was-intended to be-deposited at the depôt there, for Commandei
Pullen.. Circumstances, now ta be detailed, prevented our getting more than
one-third of the distance; our return we hadto be grateful for. On the morn-
ing of the 22nd, the same sledges 'and leading officers started on this service
unfortunately without a boat. Having reached and pitched our tents for the
third night, on an island about twelve miles to the southward of Mt. Percy, or
eighteen from the ship, the -ice'also betraying symptoms of great weakness; bad
weather set in, broke up the ice, and cut us off from commùnication with the
mainland for more than a week, reducing us to half allowance, and materially
depressing the spirits of our men. Food we had in a walrus, which we killed ;
,also plenty of fuel. But no, one knew how long this imprisonment was to last ;
and the anxiety too often expressed for very low temperaturès, was' uncommon
in these cold regions. At length our wishes were in some mneasure realized;
the comminuted floes froze once more into ice that bore, and we escaped to the
main, skirting its edoe until wc gained a safe landing at night, after sundry
unpleasant escapes. F'urther expeditions this season were eut off, not only by
the severity of the cold, but by the sea maintaining a temuperature which
prevented hcavy ice from forming.

I now (having retained this letter) proceed to add ny observations on our
late cruise. The subject is one which requires but little comment, viz., the
visual discoveries of Penny. It is my wish to give him every credit, for he is
entitled to much for what he bas donc. He has evinced a masterly and vigorous
intellect, beyond the usual powers of men not educated for surveying operations.
Here, however, I cease.

It is probable that ho saw beyond what he had any right to see ; but our
longitudes, &c., will evince, not in the right direction. Therefore, although I
disclain any mathematical riglt lie has, I willingly give him up all bis possible
radius of vision from any point which we ean see, and froin which, although
never visited by him, we might be seen.

I have, therefore, throwing overboard the truc bearing as well as the possi-
bility of his seeing our points of the termination of the Queen's Channel, retained
the naines of Sir John and Lady Franklin as our turning points (notwithstanding
an island intervenes, cutting off Cape Becher at about twelve miles to the south-
ward). The names lie lias given iay be scattered over the intermediate points.

On my return the ship vas housed in, stores landed, and every preparation
made for winter. As it had been intimated to me, that mnagnetic observations
on a complete scale during the winter, *would be important, an observatory was
constructed on shore, and the declination niagnetometer set up. I am happy to
say, that volunteers from both vessels arc engaged upon this delicate but tedious
duty ; and I trust that our records may be able to tell their owi tale.

As my next despatches will be sent by the s pring travelling parties, to meet
Captain Kellett ta the S.W., and Commander Pullen to the S.E., i will wait
until the period for starting arrives, when I hope to be able ta state our pros-
pects and intentions more fully.

I have, &c.,
EDWAD BELcEit,

Captain Comuianding Arctic Expedition.



As1 it.ispossib1éýtîtitete ogc.dspt eýby.Cà7tain,-KelletoTbrthai

deposited,>in confortnity with instructions ý the'i4th

'ha;ve no*'.to acquaint.youixi-,ôhtinuation- of. My last (ýik ccoâ-aniei
this) -for itherinforndatioz ,. 'of i<,>ordà,1Coimissipxiers, of the '.Acliiiralty5l.thdt
hdit one case 'ôf.ickness',ndf,'déathuhas' ,occurredr-inthis ýdivisoôn; v14ý, itbat4of
William Cutbush R.M., who departed,ýthisIifeioow27thYeFbruarypft'ftér 6 long
and±,edidus.illness of dise. k ,rng' 'agig-, tbiW :'

r *:Tbisý is 'thethirdoftheselected9màrines ôf this:shipi unfit for this' sèrvice. i;

r Fhe crew generlly, haverbeeù'maintainecîin good 'health. :and, working.vondit.
tion, and-at this preseiüt jiboiientiate brepared',to 'start dn;the-sledge dutieàY

r Jetiveen thé'22d 'and S29hrultg .dJàihéd, ov7er ýawýde?ôt of .provisions amdunf-
ing to.1,224 ,ratiolis,ori 'ýDy-o 'days '-for .twenty-foir ixen (1fo .Cape'Iady
'Franklij)., The*parte wa coimaded by Commàander Richards, and returned
in good .spirits without' a. casualtySîvhch,; at this eatlyrseason is, ,I beliève; àimcat

"The wiiùter, has.,beenrsevere,.aslovas è25~our spring, or first part àf
':March saverei âsd1owas - 57'> 5, and again as high -i a few days following,
sé + 27/; mean of tedyà <rhecuiç rý,5

Thé generabopnin .:1 havel~een -able to forai a-s to. -a, very earIy' ad xnild
~eaonlis.'deermned m-on sndig:forwàrd, the soùth.westen .seàtphiÈg

division' under'-Commander .Richards and Lieutenant Os0.born; with, four co0m-
raissa'riat sledges .forthwith, These c'ommissariàt sledges wi11 ,seriatitn,' continue
to victuud the detacliment for per.iods .:of five,- eleven,',siiteen, aind twenty-two
daysi; at the end of ivhich time Commànder.Richards und Lieut. Oshorn, W'ill be

Ratumed within a few left with forty 'days' provisions each,' having, it is to 'be 'hoýd, searched 200 nrii1es.
haurs of her time. .1 The first sledge returPs to thé ship on the tehith day ; second, on' the twenty-

second; third, on thirty-second; the fourth onfortieth -day Tfrom the date& of
settmng out.. >, ,' . , . 1 -,*1 '_

1 purpose .moving neaily about .theý snixe time' (or possibly çwaiting ,for the
returnof the .frst" --Iedge)' toitheN. Eý,;followink up the searcli of last, season
towards tliehe âd ,of Baffln'srBayý 'where in allprobability I May meet with somè
onefrom,,the," * orth! Stàr.Y- ' "...

Unti] the ice breaks up, possibly June or JuIy, it is quite iiiùpossible to form,
'ayplans for the 'ship. Indced, -ïiuchwill îdepenido thWe.grèatwestern m'6ve- 2men~t of~ the icebeforé ay 'avg tio'n'càn be risked in thlèse seas, 'where thé -tid~

has'suchftàl 'influexif'cý gtouts1de an~fthé ciarvès,-;f, shelter afforded
by,,tlie ;,isletà :between 'tis andtîcapeý BechÏer;,.tand then it' muit be -on -the

- eastern sides of thern (the islands). , ,ý.', , " ý r, 1.
-ýAt this Momentt~ aon of provisionremaining ýfor' îhis-'part-of ithe
quàdronfýisrýas pérn'encioèd -.. *: ~ 'y ~
2ýýA11 -h'è in' good-*orking-cônditioný 'gndas-fa'rliè a Èén-eral sirgic'alexiniliatibn

(lest and; 14th eaeh monih) -rtib decided casëeà 6f"sçarVy-hwtv( appeaied-soft-
ness;týederness, and ~phiIiesg 'f ýguns;. andiii biie. or twýC cases 'iCdeniatoùs
swdlings!in thosei~ fulbus','hibity *hàve", béen, ;'noticed and ý,vatchë'd ;but
othérwise 1 shoiild 'be disposedto, thinkthat the crew, are in -bettelt condition
th-an-thèy -weré,-in Auguât last. ,çMùstard and- ète'ebet.,rbitwed on b6atd, added
tô thexoth-er. duppliës;fiirniàhed i-byG ~t océuýatîon- aiid àmuenint-

ý 1ù giigýqr thsidt hbn Is, 'fjl~ t1ïat ýîhêy -aie 'vomposed' of n'O' ôrdi-
iaryki~ Iiroi thé éiiècuniinIg't thé -Present d.y; pÙÉ!àishàent

constructed!1 Considering, also, the deficiency oftý y'Apeciè ùf pôlic4;,ândxtht
peculiar license perinittedon-ihis service, it aiypears as if the crews controlled
thmevÇcrUÀ9,,ëtiie more by moral influence than on other service.

On~py:fg7 ~ 16, kigitiide 105' W., to meet Captain Kellett



*4s :he~ gpe..cýeN3r§ gre .eadyjto,,?tart,Ltèêmpprtrr. 0 n iig ~s

q1q~~~~~e,9n tsun hj,~p4he~ qËiý.r, toham qv~y. hoetate t.utor; r
My ow~hçal.th, ithank QGo.d,,,js gdi, dwln[tîu enableme to exçc et

eUll4haet puy ~çwse,~eu44eri:the,,present .ýr atgred istrne.tio],S.. o
-u v ':~I havç, &cW ~ 6.

Plpmp.-iading the ArçticSqqadron.

-. POSTScniS,. 20tkApril1à53..->Mr. Ldýi'eytp master, withýMi.,Alldtd-, masfer,
"Pioneer,!nýdespafèb èd to, plaèe.,âadepôtt N:!'reûi'd"serty aLe1ù

Mý!r. Grove (mate,) ifrst'retutn-frow; ôC ômmnder. Richards,! arr'ive&~ to-dat :,,al1
w'ell, as per lctteé, of 'Càffmander -Rithardsendlogd. A tracing of-the, newdy.;
dis-covered. and corrécted, land,,with lines' of-. Search, accompanies thid-I hôpe
but a 1fouiidation foi, something of,;ixioreimpôitanie,ýbefor'e JuIy :next., AU are
well, an& continue to execute -their diities, which, *lien' c'mp1ete,- I 1ope to lay
before their 'Lordships accôrding 't6 their, meritsý '*.~.r

n , . - 'n, -.~ DWAIMS'ELCIUEW

Pr,. '.: ' S* E n BL''J' i <

Sir 4 -,. 1n853. .

Sir, ~~Lat N. 76' 52', long. W. 97'. 3d My'83
INcompliance Iwithi the, orders., efté by, you :thàt 1 should report ito, you by

<letter my , proceçdings ,since, leaving, Ithe n, ship, on the 1 Oth ultimo1 with the
'division of sledges uùder., the. ýorders ~o ommander Richards, 'so that a-,cOp
mighit ,be forwar.ded,,.to -fCap-, Becher- alofig ý,with thenindespàteches for th-e
Amiralty, I have .the hoùdur,, to .infùirm .you . of nz~ return to ýthe ship -tbis day

aV;1 AM. ;.w~vngaccompanied nOap àin -Rchrd sparty',as far as-lut. N.i 76'
27(, lQflg.,W.'lO80, 1:8'1.. . n .' . - Y 6 , n . J

On. .Suuday-,thé i6thof Api-il, at 1P.M. I. left the, ship, in charge of tliesledge
ý, Lady~ - rariklin,", in company,.with the,,sledges 'ý, Sir nEd'waid," "IJohn Barrow,"
"ilelianc'e," ".,Success'"; and,". IlEnterprise,r th&ivhole underi the~ -orders- of Çgm-

miander-G. H.-Richards., ,i , : 1 . . n , . , ýîý
Trhe first nighit we, encampedoiî the north end of Spit Island,,about sixtnmiles

'from the 8hip.: n On 'the.n night of -the, 1 4th, we ,were about two or, three' -miles
fr'âm! the depôt on Cape nLady ,Fanklin,,,on the south shore of Queen's Channel.
:On.>the lôth, ;,we croàsed the entrànce of a chanùel running to4the S.W-.; and, on
thçýafterhooriof the .16,- the sledge 'SEnterprj8e. -(Mr. Grove) depoàited on- the
land a five days'- depôtfor. the- other sledges :.- 'and on the morning of. -the, i 7th,
started on ihis return .to'the' slip ý :the, othexs'at, thé kame'time proceeding to 'the

;-weist% ard.. - n n , >r, * . *' n . . n , *

Our course was at first to the nor thward, afterwards to the southward- of west,
eteeringfrom-Yointito p oint of the-,and,.,-, <n2 ..

At~nPMJOfthé24~I~,V&reached,àlevelý>plain, runniiüg out fion bg hili
..whioh i#ehà lad& 'i sig ht'Sorsome days. pr6viously ahid-.whidli.hlas for:,the pre.
,dent PeWxcalledj Gape.ýFortune.iý llThisa,,by,, Oaptainw Richsrds's.,deadreckoning,



W.; situated' in, latitude N.;- 76°,27', longitude W.".103018'. Hete we' burieÈ
our six- days' depôtfor the other éledges, covering it ùp withýearth and small^
shingle, there being nb stones in the neighbourhood.

.On· the morning of- thé 25th, the Lady Franklin started on lier return to the
8hip, and reached the first depôt on the evening of the 29th. On examination,
it was found that, although strongly built of a.double wall of stone, the top and
part of one side had been pulled down, and several things taken out of the cairn;
but the only sign of any serious damage done was an empty box, which was
supposed to have contained a mixture of stearine and oil for fuel. The articles
taken out were replaced, and the cairn strengthened as much as possible. There
were numerous tracks of bears round the place.

·Finding that this depôt had been disturbed, I thought it advisable to examine
the state of the grand one at Cape Lady Franklin. On reaching it on the
morning of the 1st of May, I found that the lag had been torn in pieces, two
oars broken through the middle, two large casks and a small one rolled away
from the side of the boat, and a number of preserved meat tins pulled out fron
beneath it. Some pieces of wood, the end of an oar, and a leather thong were
found deeply marked by'the teeth of some large animal; but so far as we could
see, no damage had been done to any of the provisions. The only tracks of
animals visible were the fresh foot prints of foxes around the boat, and of deer
in the vicinity, but no doubt this must have been the work of bears or wolverines.
We replaced the casks, &c., and then started for Northumberland Sound,
following the old sledge tracks as closcly as possible. Next afternoon, whenx
within about four or five miles of Spit Island, we found that the weight of snow
on an old pack had broken it down in several places. There were large cracks
and holes through the ice, and the surface was in many places covered with
water, in consequence of which we all got wet feet, and two of the men fcll into
water holes. On reaching Spit Island we encamped for the night, and on the
morning of the 3rd started for the ship, where we arrived at 11 A M. On our
way we found that there was open water between Spit Island and the low
island, about half a mile to the northward of it, as well as between the south
end of the former island and the opposite point, so that, in all probability, the
ice surrounding this island will break up very early iii the season.

Although we had the temperature for thrce successive days, 20° below zero,
when we started in the mornmg, and although on one of those d ays we travelled
for some hours against a strong breeze, we were fortunate enough to escape with
only superficial frost-bites of the face, fingers, and toes, none of which
incapacitated the men from work. Besides these some slight cases of illness
occurred, but not of such consequence as to prevent the men froin sticking to
the drag ropes.

The only person sent back as unable to do his duty wasGeorge Harris, A.B.,
of the " Pioneer," attached to the sledge Reliance, -who complained of cough,
pains in the clest, and cramps in the ýregion of the stomach. Thomas Marshall,
coxswain of the launch, H. M. S. " Assistance," and one of the crew of the
'sledge Lady Franklin, was sent to the Reliance in his place.

At none of the points of land at which we touched was there the slightest
trace or indication of man, civilised or savage, ever having been there. The
foot prints and dung of deer and hares were conmonx, and eleven or twelve of
the former and one of the latter were seen, and some of then fired at, but none
were killed. The deer were said, to be entirely white, with the exception of one
buck, which lad a brown spot between the shoulders. At Cape Fortune we
saw the track of a large animal, supposed to be a inusk ox.

During our progress to the westward, we did not sec any footprints of bears;
but on our return found them numerous and of several sizes, apparently fol-
lowing the outward bound sledges. One night two of them had been within
twelve or fifteen yards of our tent, althougli the dog which we had with us gave
us, no hint of their vicinity. We occasionally crossed the track of a fox, and
found numerous marks of lemmings far out on the floe. One of the latter,
caught about five miles from the nearest land, was the only animal killed during
the joumney..

The ge<iogical formation of the country to the westward, froin Cape Lady
Franklin, is chiefly of a coarse grey sandstone, forming gently sloping hills with
intervening valleys and plains, in some places covered with soil. In places
where the land was clear of snow, it was found coverec with last' year's plants,
chiefly saxifrages, poppies, and grass and several species of' lichens and mosses.



Having now given you a general summary of my proceedings-whilst attached
to the south-western division of sledges, I shall reserve the details of my journal
for your return to the ship.

1 have, &c.,
D. LYALL, M.D, Surgeon.

No. 4.

Lieutenant CHEYNE to' Captain Sir E. BELCHER, C.B., for transmission to the
SECRETARY O' THE ADMIRALTY.

Her Majesty's Ship " Assistance,"
Winter Quarters, NorthumbérlahdSouund,

Latitude 76° 52' N., Longitude 970 0' W.
Sir, Sth May 1853.

I nAvE the honour to report to you proceedings up to the day of my leaving
this for Cape Becher, with your despatches, letters, &c., for England. Dr.
Lyall, in command of sledge " Lady Franklin," arrived on board Her Majesty's
Ship " Assistance," at 11.30 A.M. on the 3d instant, having accompanied Com-
mander Richards in the western division to a cape named (pro tem.) Cape
Fdrtune, situated in Lat. 76° 27' N., and longitude 1030 l8' W. In accord
ance -with your order, I have opened Captain Richards's official note
addressed to you, and herein transmit a copy.

"Cape Fortune, latitude 76° 27', longitude 103° 18' W. nearly."
" Sir, " Sunday, 24th April,, 1853, 5 r.."

"I HAvE the honour to report to you the arrival of the Division under my
comnmand at this point, which I have named (pro .tem.) Cape Fortune. Dr.
Lyall will leave to-morrow morning for Northuinberland Sound, with the ' Lady
Franklin.' Since parting with the ' Enterprize' sledge, we lad been passing
along the north shore of a group of islands, nanied by me the Deception Islands;
that coast has been satisfactorily examined, but no trace bas been discovered of
the missing expedition. 'The strait or sound between these islands and Cape
Lady Franklin, i reserve for examination on my return. The coast, so far as
we have come, is deeply indented with bays and inlets, but as all the floe we
have been passing on is old, I hope to be. able to complete them all with the
assistance of Lieutenant Osborn during the present season. By the ' Lady
Franklin' I send back George Harris, of 'Pioneer,' belonging to the sledge
' Reliance,' who bas been suffering from cold and cramps, and is totally unfit for
the arduous service. I have retained Thomas Marshall of the ' Lady Franklin'
in his stead, otherwise, I am thankful to say, we have no casualties. From my
second Lieutenant Osborn, I am, receiving that ready support and valuable
assistance which his experience and intelligence render him so well qualified to
give me, and I have every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of all
comprising the Division." '

," I bave, &c.,HEY
" GEORGE HENRY RICHARDS,

"Commander, Commanding South West Division."

The opening in the ice that had made between Spit Island and the south
extreme of this sound, has enlarged a little, and the ice in that direction wearing
away fast, so as to be unsafe in many places to walk over. It promises an
early break up. Mr. Herbert's sledge the " Success," will be due on the 17th
instant; a boat will be in readiness to ineet him at Spit Island, in case the ice
should become worse at the north west end of it. The duty of the ship is
proceeding as speedily as our very snall force wiill allow. Everything is going
on satisfactorily. I start this evening for Cape Becher again, with the letters,
having got good independent and equal altitudes for rating the chronometers.

I have, &c.,
JOHN P. CHEYNE,

Lieutenant and Comnanding Officer.



Captain Smi Exw.i BELoHaý ACB to, Commander
~~~~ éd99~n1 ite with Cape Becher.

Rr--ajsty'$. $1ipJ ii,, April 21lst, 1853.

THE keg contains despatchles for Côniý&nder Pullen and the Admiralty. It
isnt to< be, Qvýçd by anyýQffiçer bu omm dgFPullen,. ohspçq),îi
it reaches lài ahd.

The despatches enlosed to Commander PuIlen will be opened by him, where
lie Winl find furtheif lh ti 10

Ail 1çsptipr, e Jeç1ôsed ini one officiai cover, and sent
on S et•teSreay ft&Admiralty, from ivhence. they
,Vinl dLy ÏfîIwarded,;.,,aI~ ~.pro iet orindirectly,-t9! commtiiçate

iÈh Euglnd'but' tbx hs ne.! ord&ri IFH~, rMiestys verp
ment m vç aae Îeh.i~filýàtixi ', dbe,p epaç 4df.sh,1côrrect

ýé t I p4 v t'Il.u

.Tbismay prçvent, muchpunnecessaryipain'and inconvenience toAthe .friends of
those:intèrested iii onr.lahuurs. ' -"

"'omader 'Pullen 'and i 1ii1 officers will, sce that these instructions are ri gidly
carried out. ~tn; ~'-

lIt is,.robab ' e that the ' .Assistance" ,wilI. be at or liear Cape Becher during
the mzpn'thï of Augpst; ',1erré' aixydispatches which 'may arrive, are to be
fgi*drdëd't'â-' Mieet the'sipiý by the eastern side of Wellington Channel; callhng
at rPdjnt 'j{Sgarth,- wliich. 'W'!1 .b - piInxipai rendezvous. 'A t ail evenis6S as' the

'àiitance -on the -prëseàt P ,P r the .ship may 1e i&-'bound, is 'not. mbré
t1iinfour clys easy .march-, ,theofficer should beé 'incted (and' provisioned)

jt. 'e nand comùmunicate with mýe. Iideed, this duiusl indperative,:aitliè, e4à1' deterlinatioi'i of,in'y movërments m rust dependd on the' co-operýation of
thèi ëxternaldàivisions'; sho1ýdd it lifoùnd'iiecessary' to abandbowthe -,vësseIs next

,T4e oflicer ]eaving this. will. deposit' stýc1 atIrack- chart, as ,will eni bIe lin àne
.mvg*g. b.eyon4:,Capç ççeher,,yeadily tofin d -the sbip', ;.

,He will;also leave onhi cairn record,. any additional,,infornationi,-which. he
iritiyhave toicomirunicate.. .' ... .

1Thè1recéidG ftre to, be coPied;îbtýtoàn ind'accouint'removed, as they are 'éï'Pe.

Givén under, ni~~~~~ hando' bo8r Hhijc~'sSp e'Asistai&"tILQs

(Signed) EDWARD 'BELCHri,'

~ -~,Càpfain Commanding Arc tic Squadron.
it2hÔUd j~~~i~esâr~

4& oivar' ~n flieron to ine, 1 wvish
Mr. Alstou (mate) tjo be entrusted with that duty.-E. BELCHER

If,th , ofér~h è10ifo 21ee déJths hý htiean"oýf keeî
and bc eeih ý aeîà uhetm k '1'

safe ;e a [tél u f h cg.- E.B.

t'k.By
t Sir"lEdWa:rd Bèlêlii KU.;, Ci-B.é, eattin, ôf Hei -M4esty'g

sýi Al sista'h"é, -and Commanding the Arctic Squadron.

*W èeaisWdi frb]itàit a iii&1 offer to forward to the Adniiralty the
documents connected with this service, and moreover, enable me to detail effec.
tuelly the operations ofli 16â iidêir-inycommnanâid.---



It is my direction, that every officeri oa fóffa&er
entrusted with sledges or other detached servicSaniaq EfiqioforatU written
reports-or journals, within a reasonable eriod aftertlióINtdra , officer;
and that such rpprtseduy fowarde n 'igned, at-
Beechey Island' by very possible ôportmty. .1d .0.W t

The state and condition will alsu be on the
envelope, These will be opened, copied, and forwarded bfö6minïYdefuIlen,
or the senior officer in my absence. But the originàlsLié ,tò& #iei" until
my return. A -r M

Gen.pnder my, hand Honsboar H Mjesty , 4A n
J Northiumberland Bóulnd,-,20th:Arl'@n.

To Captai Iéliett,.

The' Commanders and- ail others w1ththe limit;
the' rctiódircle,1orwlomay;amy,,or have arrved

Captain Sir E. BELcHEt , to the ECRETAR oP E AnM Y odo

Her Ma éstys Ship '-Assistance,

Sir,- Northumberand Sound, 28th'April, 1853.

THE return of Lieut. Cheyane withoutdispatches, and. the annexed notes of

CommanderP'ullen, lea-ve me so utterly in .the dark,,as to:ýprevent mny merely
stating iiore.than that'I have'aearned of the arrival of Commauder igl efield,

( 'and that~despatche*s*ha'd been 'deposited for, me at Cape Becher ,s 1weéll'aás at
Pomt Philhps.

From a newspaper I gather the intelligence that Commander Inglefield has

taken charge of the " Isabel,',' vice Beatsòn;* and coupling hermotions with

t e t nA my instructions ielaf.ive to her,,andthé,total

silence o£ Commander Pullen as to the contentsof ,the said-dispatches, &c.,--
1 cannot inagineAhat anything can:possblybe.contained therein at:al affecti g
the important dutytentrustedmtmran Snd t .p 18

I have'already lost ten vluable days of this very short season, and.intend,
without further delay, starting on thé, 1st May, ùs in may former comnunication.
As the note of Commander Pullëde wille e ot entitlnt e re toexprevt aty mfficer of
hist at Cápr Beche before, tha 20th Maf, thvlarl take caré-before that period,
to have thfe late informition adeposited tfé. imd if possible soairang-athat
both officers shallare'6eti, ii8cdièrse, as vell ýasfind, thé missing d6cumnènià.
After a very careful consideration of all that Lieut. Checyne has to communicate,
I am not inclined to blame any one until the error is discovered; but on such

a service, and regarding a dispatch whichmight affect the safety of ships and

lives, I feel that should do wrong if I did not impress on the iinds of the
defaulters, when discovered, that.,- whéh théy volunteer for service which entitles
them to honour, chance of promotion, tand high pay, the country demands
a very strict adherence to the essential duities.

I siall leave full instructions with .the' fficer lef in commrand to report fully
the latest informatiodrulêeivdtrom Commatder Richards (tirough Comn
mander Pullen), with any othe matter of inmportance.

At this moment all the stearine,- anhd. great pat of the spirits of wine, have
been e nded for therutiel or itî.



The avaiable fuel now on board is:
'Alcohol, 38 gallons.
Hog's lard, 112 lbs.,
Fat from bacon, 100 lbs. Not supplied for sledge fue
Tallow, 100 lbs.
Seal oi, 38 gallons.

Pemmican, none.
Chocolate paste, none.
Sweet chocolate, 15 lbs.
Essence of coffee, 48 half-pints.

Therefore, in the event of these vessels being ice-locked at the period they
may attempt a release (even this year), and a further detention before I should
feel myself warranted in abandoning them (which in my opinion will never be
necessary), the necessary fuel for a march of at least 30 days for twelve sledges,
should be forwarded from the " North Star". As Commander Pullen wvill copy
this, he will of course understand this necessity, and if possible provide.for it.
He will probably lcarnl further of Captain Kellett's position, and whether he
may be similarly circumstanced,---which I think, if lie attempted to reach
Melville Island, will be more probable than in this channel.

Under all thesc circumstances, of course their Lordships will be better able
to judge, from the final report of Commander Pullen, whether fron information
received or not from Captain Collinson's division, it may be prudent for us to
place in depôt as far west as this such necessary supplies of the materials abso-
lutey necessary to support their travelling parties, and enable thein to advance,
should we shift easterly. As to their vessels making any way easterly ta the
southward of 780 N., I sec no possibility. The travelling parties would probably
find our southern cairns, and move on for this or Cape B eclier.

Independent of sustaining the men by food, it is of infinitely greater importance
to look after, their feet. The natural spirit of the man will carry him forward
if lie bas a foot for travel; but the vant of travelling boots. the chafe of the
feet, and frost bites, may cow the strongest and nost active. when bear or walrus
would be a dainty to him, and that even without cooking, il) so far as the
sustenance of the body and freedon froni scurvy is concerned. If their
Lordships should have occasion to order any suppl y of such articles, I would
venture to suggest that they should be got up by " Mr. Kilby," shocmaker at
Woolwich, with whose boots all the officers of this, as well as those of the last
expedition, have been supplied, and found to succeed. Thosc from Government

* arc very infrior to bis.
It is necessary that they should be made of canvas, or of sone very strong

and pliable material, with leather soles, and thin inner cork soles. If they could,
above the welt line, be protected by gutta percha well covcred with fine emerv
dust, I think they might last longer; but in severe cold, gutta percha is bad.

It is only for spring or autuin travelling that such boots would be available.
They sliould be made so free, that one of Kilby's booh (as made for ns)

coverec with one blanket wrapper (which Captain Austin an explain) should
go freely into, with space to spare at the toc part.

The compression to take efiect across the foot at four inches fron the toc.
Instead of bis simple strap a strengtlening piece at heel, to prevent its falling
there, and crippling or chafing the heel, as mn the annexed sketch.

a very full, to go out.ide ilo>eris. b looe iere, .o admitfeeteIly. Not high-woled; it crippleq thîeaiikle.



The supply of " Blankets for wrappers," by soine oversight, 'not supplied.
The squadiron are very short of them.

I deem it my duty to suggest to their Lordships that, in the computation
entered into for the execution of this service, it was hardly contemplated that
any great number of men would have to be provided for "as travellers on the
floe," and that the scheme of my predecessors was assumed as that competent
for the duty.

But, in the absence of other information, we have to provide for the wants of
others (Captain Collinson's division) mnorc in need than we shàll bc ; and if, as a
matter of precedence, they nust of course be first forwarded, we can remain by
our ships until relieved. But it is ny duty to state that the supplies are now
barely adequate for the relief of our own crews; and that if, at the expiration of
this season, any of Captain Collinson's or Captain Kellett's division should
require our aid, we shall iot be able (unless wc clear the ice) to make any
satisfactory arrangements (I mean for sledging duties).

On the 1st August 1854, by miy instructions, I an to be prepared (the acts
of Nature not interposing) to resunie the comnand of ny dispersed squadron at
Beechey Island, " if twelve months' provisions reniain."

But when H.M.S. " Resolute " and " Intrepid " were detached so far west as
Melville Island, it occurred to me, as it does now, that those vessels are more
likely to be ice-locked, and at ail events their crews more distressed than those
with me. Between the yenrs 1848 and 1851 that channel was not navigable.
The scason of 1852 was fine, possibly beyond precedent; and yet I have my
fears, since I have heard of the accident (no official report) to the " North Star;"
indeed; ' contenplated such an event on the Ist October last, when I was
detained at I-ungry Island for nine days, cut off fron ail escape until the ice
re-formed or the water opened.

I herewith enclose the scheine of travelling parties at present movinig, and
trust that the spaces covered by then ivill set at rest finially and conclusively
this most exciting mission.

If Sir John Franklin passed through this cbannel to the southward of Barrow
and Parker Islands, and met the fioe moving westerly, le niever could reach, as
far as we can discover, any place of reftuge, and in ail probability drifted into
the Polgir Basin, and nay be anwyvherc Vithin 78° and 900 N., if not forced out
by the north of Greenland or Spitzbergen.

But with his energy, with the open sea before him, 1 can only judge fron iy
own condition under very similar circumstances, le could not aid would not
stop to erect any cairns between Cape Becher and Crescent Island, or Baillie or
Hamilton Island and Cape Lady Franklin. If he could not, as we did, haul in and
secure shelter, no other chance renained but to drive where the floc carried him ;
and the mind of any man contemplating its force here, leaves nothing but destruc-
tion as the almost inevitable result.

I have, &c.

EUvA RD BELCIER,

Captain Coinanding Arctic Squadron.
Sick--non: Il Ail wclI."

No. 7.

Commander PuiLEN to Captain Sir E. BELCER, C.B.

Dear Sir, Cape Becher, 10th April 1853.
I BEo to inform you of mny arrivai here this morning. Finding that froni the

unfortunate position in w'hich niy ship has been placed, rendered it so difiicult
to carry out vont order to the crv letter, was my reason for lea ing so early,
so that to ensure no detention le your parties o1 thei arrival here ; and, as I

K
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leave dispatches at. the extreme- place of rendezvous, they will have only to
deposit theirs without waiting for myparty, as it is possible they may not reach

· by the day named (11 th May); as I shal only be able to, send one, and to this
place.

Should I get back in time, I will send you a detailed account of this journey;
now only saying'that it bas been a very heavy one, and not without damage to
our gear ; for off Point De Haven both sledges-(sic).

I left the ship on the 21st ult., and have been particularly favoured with
weathèr, but from what I have seen of late, think the ice about here wiill soon
break up. Yesterday, between this and Dundas Island, there were many holes
of open water, and a walrus lyiçg at one ; the ice not more than six inches thick.
I was obliged to leave the sledge three miles from this, carrying by hand the
dispatches the rest of the way ; so heavy was the ice, and having only five days'
provisions left, feàred the tine vas too short, as we had only started from our,
depôt at De Haven with fifteen days', and the standing part of them expired.

T shalil turn back for the ship to-morrow, and pass to the eastward of the
Islands, in hopes of finding a better road ; pick up my party, and expect the
20th or 22nd will see us on board. Such a journey as this one bas been I hope
never to see ag»in. I do not think I would wish my gre'atest enemy greater
harm than te travel over it as we have done; and I candidly say, that on any
other occasion I would have given up long ago.

I amn, &c.
W. J. PULLEN.

P.S.-Mr. Penny's boat I found south of Point Phillips, in latitude 750
30' N. There was a little bread in her, about 50lbs.; three lb. tins of soup ;
about 31bs. of tea, a little salt, and tobacco. He says in his notice, " ten days'
provision " left, also clothes ; but unfit for any one in Arctic weather.

No. 8.

10 days.
10 back.

20 daym.
20 baek.

i May.,oti
Probable date 20th
May.-E. UJELCI1ER.

Cape Becher,
Sunday, lOth April 1853.

Commander Pullen arrived here this morning, with a travelling party from
the " North Star," and'deposited dispatches for Sir Edward Belcher under-
neath; together with letters and newspapers from England, brought out by
Commander Inglefield. Duplicate copies of the dispatches will be found at
Point Phillips.

As the "North Star" was driven on shore last September, and not able to
get off again, one party only will leave her, and not before this one gets back
will not likely be here by the 10th of May. They will come the Baring Bay
route, as it is very likely the ice to the westward of the Islands will be open
before that time. Captain Pullen left the ship on the 21st March.

Mr. Penny's boat is on the south side of Point Pliilips, in, Lit. 75° 30' N.,
with a very small quantity of provisions in lier, about 50 lbs. of bread.

The travelling has been very heavy, particularly on the western side of the
Islands.

To the Oflicer comnanding the Sledge fron
H.M.S " Assistance" or " Pioneer," &c.

*>ispatches.-- As lie hn copied tlhnse for mne, nikes no allusion to their contents, and, moi enver, olirseq it ny
party wili only have to depoit tieir4, I suppose nothi<1ng therein containldl aflects my notions i is na ter.-E.B.



NORTH.EASTERN SEAROHING DIVISION.

(THE CAPTAIN.)

The present orders for thé North-eas6 Divisibn--now modified by~ the fiecessary loss of
tine to send again to Cape Becher (loss 7 days):-

1 is The Londesborough
2 ,, The Dauntless -
3 ,, The Enterprise --

- 9 men and officers, 40 days, 360 rations - '5
- 8 ,, ,, 40 ,, 320 - 5

. il , ,, 50- ,, 550 , - 5

(advances depôt, 1 day.)
The Enterprise feeds - 28 to the present depôt 5 days, possibly 5 - 10 -

completes and advances 28 x 10 days = 280
return - 1001

- r. Deposits
080 - 550 = 170 = 10

Returns to depôt and home - - - - 1 and 2
10

The Dauntless victuals No. 1, 10 days = 17 x 10 = 170 rations.
8 men back, 10 - 80

250
320

No. 1 deposits

days' return.

70
-i - 20

Return rations, 10 days = 90

The Londehniuoigli will then have
Ice-boat deposited.

38 days'-
advancq
return

Clear advance t the lowest average 8' per diem = - 360

and retura - - - - - 720

On the xeturn of the Enterprise - 11 men.
Aided by the Lady Franklin - - il ,
And Perseverance - - - - i1 ,
And victualled for 30 days each.

The whale-boat will be advanced, and the surplus provision of two of thIese
available for further boat service.' Should the ice, aind ouý then state, permit
of our naking further examination of North Cornwall, Dr.' Lyall, with the
" Lady Franklin," will be at the depôt. Men eau be exchanged ; returùed to
ship; and further supplies, if requisite, forwarded.

E. BELCHER, Captain.

K 2
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No.9.

Captain Sir E. BELCIIER, C.B., to the SECRETARY OFI THE ADMiiUmLTY, London.

Her Majesty's Ship " Assistance," on return. to Beechey Island, westward
of Baillie Harbour, and about ten miles east of Cape Becher.

26th July 1853.
Subject-Movements of the Squadron searching for Sir J. Franklin and others.

Sir,
TuE very une.ýxpected arrival of Commander Pullen in bis boat off Dundas

Island, just as I had recovered my despatches (deposited for him at Cape
Becher in May last), places me in the position of addressing to their Lordships
a very hurrie dispatcl.
- First, because a mile gained in this dreaded strait is a consideration risking )

wintering here. Next, Commander Pullen has to return by the west of Dundas
and Hamilton Islands, and I cannot strain his crew by carrying them much out
of their way.

After my despatch of April last, I proceeded to the N.E. as far as the con-
nexion with Jones's Strait, i 90 ° W., where I found the sea open, and all progress
obstructed on 20th May. Polar Sea, as far as the cye could range, fron 1,500
feet elevation, "rough sailing ice."

This elevation is in latitude 76° 31', and about 90 W. ; but the whole survey, I
trust, will be (on a half inh scale to one mile) rcady for transmission before
the lst September, at which date I purpose sending one of the vessels home.

Being-cut off by sea, I now pursued an opening fron Cape Separation (nearly
north twenty miles of Prince Alfred Bay), and reached Wellington Channel.

I next, having noticed loom of land from the high land of Britainia Cliff, started
from Princess Royal Island, and reached the westernmost in 78° 10' N., calling
the group Victoria Archipelago; and the easternnost, forming the channel to
Jones's Strait, " North Kent," in honour of bis Royal I-lighness the late Duke.

Reports of " open water." The reception of the missing dispatches and other
causes rendered my return to the ship, to look out for the interests of those still
absent, imiperative.

I reached the ship without casualty on the 22d June, aller an absence of
fifty-two days, bringing miy men back in good working condition, and not sub-
jects for the list.

Commander Richards perfoimed bis wvork nobly; so did Lieutenant Osborn,
bis companion.

In the first place, by a curious preconception, lie deposited bis despatches for
Captain Kellett on 30th April at a point in 76° 32' N., 105° 4'W. ; my point agreed
on being 77° and 105°. After having advanced 120 miles, lie met Lieutenant
Haiilton seeking these despatches. He forthwith put hini en route to obtain
the dispatches, to overtake Lieutenant Osborn, and by these means place me
in possession (by the return of the " Reliance" sledge) of' the important and,
to their Lordships, doubtless pleasing intelligence of the safety of the " Inves-
tigator " and crew at Banks's Land (as per document directed to be forwarded by
Commander Pullen), having nearly accomplished the g Passage!

Commander Richards, finding that Commander M'Clintock had poached upon
bis ground, instantly came to the determination of visiting the " Ilesolute," and
obtaining all the requisite particulars relative to the " Investigator."

By this course he laid down the shores of the castern side of' Hecla and
Griper Gulf, and on bis return caine up Byam Martin Channel, proving its
connexion with our Polar Basin.

Operations for cutting out were complete, when, having despatched a cutter
by calculation to render assistance, she fortunîately net Commander Richards at
the critical moment, and, after an absence of ninety-four days, I laid the
pleasure of taking him by the hand at the mouth of our canal on the
12th July.

That night, both vessels being aflòat and ready, everything was embarked;
and on the 14th July, eleven montls from leaving Beechey Island, the vessels,
again free fron accident of any kind, were in motion on their proper cle-
ment. Forty-eight hours brought us half-way to' Cape Becher; two more
days to the land-floe to Cape Acland, near Sir H. Inglis Bay ; and to..day, ten
miles beyond Cape Becher, with still ten miles of open water in advance,



Lieut. Osborn rejoined on the 15th, after an absence of ninety-seven days,
having worked for the position saidto be attained by Messrs. Goodsir and
Marshall on the south shore, but without meeting any of their cairns or marks,
even until John-Barrow Hill bore north;,(true).

I have directed the " North Star" tò take home, at the earliest safe moment,
the officers and creiv of the " Investigator'" shoüld they arrive, which I trust
Captain Kellett will direct; as I do not'conceive, looking to their Lordships'
intentions, that any further expense , should be incurred by the detention ,of
tht, vessel and crew merely for the purpose- of awaiting the movement of the
ice for tw'enty' seasons. I earnestly ope, howevef, that she may fortmíately be
released, lis season, and. 1 have thlat fuIl cohfidence in Captain, Kellett that
such a desirable termination will not be'loàt 'sight of, in connexion, with the
retum 'of his own vessel this season.

The circumstance of the progress of ,9nmandèr, M'Clure, and the pio-
bability of Captain Collinson following up his tràck, must certainly affect my
instructions, and I confidently look for dispatches to guide me in the altered
state of affairs on my returnýto Beechev Island.

I have said sufficient of my leading >fficers to make their Lordships aware of
their ability and zeal. At the end of this service I hope to be able to report of
the general conduct and abilities of all the others.

Fully trusting that their Lordships will' feel satisfled not only that all has
been done, but that we are ready and willing to do more,

I have, &c.,
EDwARD BELCHER,

Çlaptain Commanding Arctic Squadron.

No. 10.

Her Majesty's Ship " Assistance," July 26th 1853,
Sir, OtF Cape Becher.

I HAVE to acknowledge the teceipt of your several despatches, from April to
the present, terminating with the recovery of the " North Star," and youi
general movements; and at this hurried rmoment, and unable to refer to dates,
which will hereafter be duly acknowledged, to inform you that your move-
ments and correspondence have elicited my complete approbation. . .

have &c.
EDwAnD BELcHl,

Captain. Comnianding- Arctic Squadron.
To Commander Pullen (present), ta c

Her Majesty's Ship " North Star."

No. 11.

Her iM'ajesty's Ship " Assistance," off Cape Becher,
Sir, 26th of July 1853.

HAvIN rendered to me copies of communications between Captain Kellett,
Commander M'Clure, and myself, forwarded by him;

You will transmit the originals to England, either by the first conveyance
which may offer, before the 1st of September »ext, or take then with you
should you proceed in pursuance of iny orders.

You will also forward full copies of all correspondence between us, likely to
advance the great cause in which we are engaged; and, in a letter (addressed to
me), your final operations up to the latest moment.

Hoping to be released froin this channel before the date alluded to, I cn
only add, if unsuccessfuil, God speed you and render yonr passage mild and
pleasaiit.

Believe me, &c.
To Commander Pullen (present), EDWARD BELcUEIR.

Her Majesty's Ship "I North Star."

K 4



No, 12.

Captain Sir E. BELoHER, C.B., to Commander PULLEN.

By Sir Edward Belcher, K.C.B., Captain of H.M.S. " Assistance," and in
Command of Arctic Expedition.

WHEREAs it is possible that I may not reach Beechev Island before the lst
September; and it is expedient that the crew of H.M.S. " Investigator," if that
vessel be abandoned, be sent to England with all convenient despatch ;

You are hereby required and directed to take from H.M. steain tender
"Intrepid " all the officers and crew of the "Investigator," as well as any
invalids or supernumeraries sent by Captain Kellett for passage to England, and
to proceed, as soon after the 1 st September as the ice and weather will permit, to
En-land direct.

r7he commander, oficers, and crew of thel "Investigator " will be borne for
pay and provisions under the article in the instructions, not doing duty, unless
required by your order.

You wilI, therefore, according to your seniority and position in this squadron,
continue to exercise the duties entrusted to you, verbal as weil as written, with-
out interference.

If Commander M'Clure should arrive in the " Investigator," you will obey
ail orders or instructions you may receive from him; but lie is aware fron my
letter to, him that hc is not, directly or indirectly, to interfcre with the vessels
under my orders, or any of the vessels which may arrive in connexion in these seas.

On the other band, shouild any officer senior to yourself he sent fron
England with supplies, or for temporary service, you will of course act as every
good officer should, in obedience to bis commands, but infbrning hii at the
saine time of these orders, and those under which you are acting, so that any
responsibility inay rest on himself, by acting contrary to the interests of the
expedition.

If you should be senior, you will request him to leave with you (calling for
bis returns) every portion of fuel and other stores, which you are aware are
required by this comnand, beyond the quantity requisite for bis safe return
under canvas (and steain under five days' emergency, if a steamer) to England.
You will observe every courtesy, and if any objection be raised, require it in
writing, in order that no misconception of emergency may arise, and that your
concession to his objections should meet with due weight from their Lordships.

Of course such an event as the arrival of a ship of war capable of carrying
home the crew of the " Investigator," will prevent your quitting your post until
further instructions from me.

In this latter case you will detain him until after the 1st Septenber, which I
deem to be the earliest safe moment for a direct passage to England.

I shall make arrangements for being present fuyself or sending full instructions
before that date.

I give you great credit for your exertions, for the great, and I may saLy, as an
engineer, peculiar tact you have displayed throughout the trying service you
have gone through during the stranding of your vessel, and the ineans adopted
for her recovery ; and I would wish that this should form a distinct letter,
classed under its separate heads, iii order that their Lordships and the profession
may understand the sagacity which an ice life in another region truly has
enabled you to bring successfully into play on the late occasion.

I have but barly time to conclude, wishing you a safe and pleasant journey
to your ship; and, if I should from casualty not be enabled to reach or commu-
nicate with you before you depart, a safé voyage and the approbation of their
Lordships.

Given on board H.M.S. " Assistance," in Wellington Channel, the
26thi day of July 1853.

(Sign ed)



No. 13.

At Cape Becher, 14th May 1853.
A party from H. M. S. "Assistance" has arrived at Cape Becher (under

Mr. Cheyne), with orders from Sir E. Belcher to communicate personally with
the Officer coming here from the "North Star," and in the event of that Officer
not having arrived by the 14th, to go and examine Sir Robert Inglis Bay thon
to return again to Cape Becher to mleet the " North Star" party, who accord.
ingly will wait here until my return, which will be in about two or three days
from this date.

In the event of their not arriving before the 20th, at 4 P.i., I shall start back
for the " Assistance," which is only three to four days' journey from this Cape.

(Signed) JOHN P. CHEYNE.

I. M. Sledge " Victory," at Cape Becher,
Friday, 20th May 1853.

A party under Mr. Cheyne, accompanied by Dr. Lyall, arrived here for the
second time on the 14th instant, and I have waited until this date (the 20th) in
hopes of meeting the party from the " North Star." A party under Mr. Cheyne
arrived here on 8unday the 24th April, but unfortunately only found the small
cask in Captain Pullen's depôt, althougli we dug well and struck the frozen
ground underneath.

This time we have obtained the tin case of letters. The ships are three or four
days' moderate journey from here. Our first party came bore and returned in
six days and a half. Sir E. Belcher left the ship for Jones's Sound, &c. on the
2d May, and intends being absent until the 10th July. Our spring depôt started
for the S.W. shore on the 22d March, and flnally left on the long parties on the
10th April. All are well in our division. We have lost one of our men,
William Cutbush, who died from disease of the lungs about the latter end of
February. In this cylinder are directions for any party coming up to the
" Assistance;" they cannot possibly miss their way. r'here are two casks of
letters buried in Captaii Pullen's cairn, nothing else. The cairn on the hill is
one put up by Messrs. Penny and Stuart. We have a depôt at the Cape below
this, viz., Cape Majendie; it is placed directly under the hill cairn seen
fromi here.

(Signed) W. CIIEYNE.

Any party coming from Cape Becher will keep along under the cliffs until
so far up Sir R. Inglis Bay as lie can sec the ice smnooth enough to cross, which
is about thrce to four miles. Make a circuit round the humnocks for next point;
this will take him well up the bay. -le will thon go along the coast beyond
this bay until he comes where the land goes off to the riglit hand at right angles;
this bluff point be will eut across for an island bearing N.N.W. (truc), keeping
it outside him (this is Long Island in the chart). Going this route he will sec
two bluff cliffs in line; keep along past these, and then let the chart guide you
(I have made two black dots on the chart wherc these cliffs are), as you will sec
by the chart you are to keep on in the sane Une of course until you come to a
cairin, which is Repose Point

(Signed) W. CirEYNE.

No. 14.

Commander RICHARDS to Captain Sir EDWARD BELCHE1, C.B.

Sir, Deception Point, 16th April 1853, 6 p.
I nAVE the honour to report to you the arrivail of the division under my

command at this Point. Strong north-west winds, Iow temperaturcs, heavy ice,
and an accident, which unfortunatcly occurred to the " Reliance," (witli the

L



light boat) in passing " the Queen's- Causeway," have continued to prevent my
placing the first depôt within six miles of the position I could have desired; but
I have no fear of making up for this in future marches.

Hitherto we have met with no traces of Sir J. Franklin's ships or parties.
This position, which I have named " Cape Deception", for the convenienceo f

future reference, is about thirteen miles (true) from the " Cape Lady Fi'ranklin,"
but whether it is the west point of an extensive bay, about two miles deep, which
lies immediately to the westward of the cape, on the north extreme of an island
in the centre of that bay, the thick weather we have experienced prevents ny
saying positively; I am inclined to think the latter.

The general trend of the land is, I believe, rather to the northward than to
the southward of west.

Mr. Grove in the " Enterprize" (" Dauntless ") will leave this to-morrow for
Northumberland Sound, and I am happy to say, that although the weather has
been severe, we have had no casualties ; and that the conduct of all under my
comniand has been entirely satisfactory.

I am, &c.
GEORGE HENRY RICHARDS,

Commander Her Majesty's Ship l'Assistance,»
Commanding South-West Division.

No. 15.

AN AcCOUNT of the Depôts of Provisions establi shed by Her Majesty's Ship
" Assistance," per order of Captain Sir Edward Belcher, C.B., Com-
manding the Arctic Searching Squadron.

Her Majesty's Ship " Assistance," 1853.
Cape Majendie, near Cape Becher.

PROVISIONS.

Biscuits -
Concentrated Rum
Pemican -

Dog Pemican
Boiled Bacon
Tea - -

Sugar -

Lemon Juice -

Sait -

Pepper -

Preserved Potato
Tobacco - -

Half Hogsheads
Barricoe, 6 Gallons

Ditto, 4 Gallons
Iron Hoops -
Metal Cases -

Tin Cases -

CAsKS, &c.

B-n -2 Raios

- 3151bs.
- lOgalls.

- - 2201bs.
- 210
- 168

- - 7
- 21

- 7
- - 4

- 2
- - 56

- 4 No.
- - 1 ,

- 1
- - 32

- 2
- - 13

Cape Lady Franklin.

Latitude 76° 40' N.; Longitude 990 W.
Biscuit - - -

Preserved Meat -
Boiled Bacon -

4081bs.
428
*84 ,,



Preserved Potato -
Maccaroni -
Chocolate Paste -
Tea - -

Sugar -

Concentràted Rum
Pepper -

Mustard
Salt -

Onion Powder -
Lemon Juice
Tobacco -

Casks, Half Hogsheads
Barrels
Iron Hoops
Tin Cases -

Being 544 Ratio

- 24

- 10 ,,

- 51 ,,

25,,
- 12galls. 27gills.
- lb. 3oz.
- 21b. 7oz.
- 41bs. 14oz.
- 41bs.

2galls.
41bs. 9oz.
7 No.
1 ,,

48 ,,

4 ,,

ns.

Mount Beaufort.

Latitude 760 52' N.; Longitude 97° W.

Biscuit -

Preserved Meat
Boiled Bacon
Tea -

Sugar -

Preserved Potato
Pepper -

Onion Powder
Mustard
Salt -

Tobacco
Concentrated Rum
Half Hogsheads
Small Casks -

Iron Hoops
Tin Cases -

- - ·· 300]bs.
• - - 300lbs.

- - - 158 ,,

- - - 31 .,
25 ,,

- - - 14 oz.
- - 2lbs.

- - 11b. 12½oz.
- - - 31bs. goz.

- - - 10bs. 12oz.
- - - 8galls. 12gills.

- - - 5 No.

- - - t,

- - - 34 ,

- - - 3
Being 400 Rations.

Loney's Cairn, Southern Entrance to Northumberland Sound.

Biscuit -

Preserved Meat
Chocolate Paste
Tea - -

Sugar
Pepper
Mustard -
Concentrated Rum
Metal Case

for the Crew of the
service.

- - -- 56lbs.
- 40

- - - 3½ ,
- 14oz.

- - 5¼)bs.
- - - 2oz.

- - - 4oz.

- - - igall. 6gills.
- - - 1 No.

Being 56 Rations.

Sledge " John Barrow"; but now available for

I. LEWIS,
Clerk in Charge.

Left
general

-

· ·
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ARCTIC EXPEDITION of 1852-3, under the Comimand of
Captain Sir Edward Belcher, C.B.

A List of the Officers and men enployed in the Sledging Parties in search of
Her Majesty's ships " Erebus " andI " Terror."

Wellington Channel Division, 1853, HL.M. S. " Assistanîce" aud " Pioneer."

WE*STERN ROUTE. -- 1. M. SLEDGES.

Si EoR nW i.'t

Loyal aa Mort."

No. Naine. Ranlk or Rating.

f on. Richards ·
.re. Iluinphries -
G. Jefferies - -
Richard Uayly -
George Edwards
llenry Billett -
.John Sinnonds-
Louis Real -

Connander - -
Capt. of sledge
Sergeant 1t. M. -
Boatswain's ninte
Carpenter's mite
A. B. - -
A. B. - -
A. B3. - -

Ship.

Assistance.
,,e
,,
,,
,,l
,,l
,,
,,l

"o forth in fatihi."

No. Naie. Rank or Rating. Ship.

i Lieut. May - Lieutenant - - Assistice.
2 Blenjiiin Young Capt. cf sledge - Pioneer.
3 George Edey - R, M. A. - ,,
4 George Green - R. M. - -
5 Jaies Sinnett - A. B. - -
G . Robinson - A. B. - -
7 George Harris - A. 13. - -
8 Y. MlCormniek - R. M. - - ,

" ss."

" Siecess te the brave."

No.I Nae. Ranik. or Rating. Sipî.

1 NM r. ]lerhert - Mate - - Assistance.
2 Josepli hbhot - Capt. ofsledge - Pioneer.
3 .\rthur Dickein - Capt. offorecastle ,
4 Jo hi liales - - Stoker --
Fi Gem ge Cousins - Stoker - -
i6 C. Allein - A. 13. - -
7 lienry Deller - Ship'scook . Assistance.
A G. Youniagson - Officer's cook - ,
' James 'o) er - Captain's clerk - ,

10 Ilenry Joneq - A. B. - - ,
11 Islae Stallard - 1R. M. - - P,

".14i11 13% inow."

Be of good courage."

Nane. Raink or lating. Ship.

1 Lient. Osborn - Lieut. Con. - Pioneer,
2 Joseph Organ - Capt. of sledge - ,
:1 Thomas IUail - Gunnier's mate -
4 Smuarel Walker - Carpenter's mate
5 George Wicketts A. Il.
6 TP. Copeland A. B.
7 W. Me Arthur A. B. - . ,
8 ýimon Dix - R. M. - -

" LAnYî FRAlU,1.î2.
Speed to the rescue."

No. Name. Iank or Rating. Ship.

1 Dr. Lyail Surgon Assistace.
2 Janes Reid - Cpt. of sldgt -
3 Thomas Isanes -Gunners mate -
4 Thomas larsiaili Cox. of llndi -
5 r. Galavanu - Opt.offorecastle
G Joseplh Barnes -Capt of foretop -

7 Gwms. Munden . 3(l. R. M. A. .
8 SaTiuel 1teayns- Cooper ft
9 William Evans -A. B.

10 Thonas ;Mellish A. B. -

il fJosepiitiderbon rC. sl -

SîGccess tu te rave."

No. Naime.

1 'Mr. Allant .
2 Jinesi Robinisoni
a Thomas Barber-
4 G. Qiiddingtoin-

I lenry Tranter .
6 Richard Iex
7 Alex. Baillie -
8 John Clark -
9 George Custance

10 John Gren -
11 William Wood -

Rank or Ratiig.

Master -
Caîîpt. <f iledge -
Sait mîaker -
Carpenter's mate
A. B. - -
R. M. - -
Carpenter's crew
Steward - -
Stoker -
R. M. - -
Shîip's c'ook -

Shîip.

ioneer.
Assistance.

il

,t

't,,
,,
,,

1'ioneer.
't

EASTEIlN ROUTE-I. M X. SLEDGES.

" Lori :sn io itoni cI," Captains's Sledge.
"Ai eisa virtaterepello."-" Brighit eyes for brave heiIa'rts."

No. Namiie. Rank or Ralting,-. Ship.

Mi. Luney - Mister - - Assistance.
t George buiares - Capt. of %ledge -

a . nt iiaiiink Q. M. - -
4 George Wood - Capt. of hiold -
5 .osepli Grahaii- A. B. - -
6 Charles Snniiti - A. B. - -
7 Corielius1 ieler A.B. -.
8 W. Illiggett - 4. B. - -

"i>ange'rs

No. Naine.

M Mr. Grose -
2 Joseplh Beam's-
3 Thomas Bond .
4 haaze Bariett -
5 Clris. liond -
6t Ji. Macurtliey -
7 W. NaTlrshall -
i 1R. Uiquihart -

doe not daunt nie."

Rank or Rating.

Mate - -

Upt. of sledge -
Q. M. -
Capt. of maintop
Ciireliter's crew
A. I. . -

A. I l.

R. M.. -

Shiip.

Assistance.

"Persevere and Prosper." Success to the brave." " Bear and forbjeai."
3ir. l ni, Il. M. S. " Assistanev." | Mr. Allard, Ul. M. S. "ioneer." j Mr. Richards, il. M. S. " Pioncer.
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SiECnETARY Ob TE AD)RnALTY to Captaii Sir EDWARD BELCREfA, C.B.
Commander of Her Majesty's Discovery Ship " Assistance."

Sir, October 7th 1853.
1 Am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to

acknowledge the receipt of your several despatches, the last dated 26th Judy,
off Cape Becher, detaihng the proccedings of the squadron under your command
ciployed iii the search for Sir John Franklin, and to express to you their
Lordships entire approval of your arduous and zealous exertions in this
service, and to acquaint you that they have received with much satisfaction
your report of the good conduct of all employed, more particularly whilst
undertaking the extended sledge journies, as well to the westward, under Com-
manders Richards and Osborn, as those to the northward and castward under
your own immediate conmand.

I an desired to add that further reports from you vill be looked for with
nuch interest.

I amn, &c.,
(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILToN.

vil.

Despatches from Captain Kellet, C.B., of' -. M. Discovery Ship
"Resolute," and Commander Pullen, of H.M.S. " North Star."

No. 1.

Captain KELLETT, C.B., to Captain Sia E. Bi-LcERm, C.B.

H.M.S. "Resolute," Winter Quarters, Beechey Island,
Sir, 7th May 1853. (teccived 7th October.)

I BEG to transmit, in a condeused formn, a report of my proceedings since
parting conpany on 14th August 1852.

At 2 v-.m. on the 15th, afteýr taking on board all the coals the " North Star"
could spaire, we left in tow of " Intrepid ;" were stopped by ice at Cape Hotham
on the same evening. We found there two casks of biscuits, in good condition,
on the beach, and i luit a boat with gear conpletc at the samle place.

On leaving Beechey Island I prepared depôts to ensure our retreat in case of
accident, intending to place then at Assistance 1-larbour, Cape Cockburn, and
Point Grifliths.-On the morning of the 16th the ice broke up, leaving a narrow
lead along the land. [n approaching Assistance Harbour ,we groîundcc on
a sloal off its eastern point ; the water left us before we coukl get off, withonly
seven feet under our steru, lying on port-bilge ; the ice came down and threw
us over oni our starboard bilge with great violence; we narrowly escaped
bcing destroyed. On getting off, which wc did at muidnicglt, vith the loss of
sixty feet of our false keel, we procceded tovards Griffiths Island, havinig pre-
viously deposited a depôt for ninety-one mnci for seven days, on the east point
of the harbour. Found fist icu hetween JGrifliths and Cornwallis1slands; passed
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to the southward of Griffiths, and deposited a record on the S.W. end. By mid-
night on the 17th we reached Lowther Island; here ve vere stopped until the
morning of the 28th. I was apprehensive at one time that we had reached onr winter
quarters ; open water could be seen fron Cornwallis Island, but no possibility of
getting into it. Leaving Lowther on the norning of the 28th, we were fortu-
nate enough to get into this open water at about 5 r.nr., passing seven miles
west of Griffiths lsland, and next day at 2 v.nr. landed a depôt of fourteen days
for ninety-one men near Cape Cockburn. We found a lead of about five miles
broad, running directly west from Cape Cockburn. which we followed, and
reached the south point of Byam Martin Island at 4 A.M. on 31st August. The
fast ice extended from Grahan Moore Bay toi the centre of Byam Martin
Island, the pack close on its south point.

On the 1st September, with a fresh north wind, the pack eased off the point,
leaving a narrow passage; we got past, and into a fine open lead five or six
miles broad, after a sharp beat along the west side of the island ; at 3.40 P.M.
sighted Melville Island, and at 4 A.M. on the 2d, landed a depôt at Point Grif-
fiths. No ice in sight along the land to the northward in Byai Martin
Channel.

We were again stopped about fiver miles west of Skene Bay, of Beverly Inlet,
until noon on the 6th (while at this position several niusk oxen were shot, and
some hares), when we were enabled to slip through an opening into the water
in Bridport Inlet, which we were tantalized by secing all the time but unable
to reach. At 5 A.M. on the 7th, we nadefast to the " fiîst ice." ruinning off Wiuter
Harbour; there I left a depôt for ny travelling parties, and one for any people
that might reach it, to bring them on to me, as I found I could not winter
there. On the morning of the 8th I left it, and proceeded easterly, intending
to go into Skene Bay, which I considered a good place to winter. On the
morning of the 9th I tried to get iii, but the inlet was completely blocked with
ice. No time was to be lost,-the young ice forinigi fast, which, unassisted by
steam, I could not have got through. The sane muorning I again procceded
westerly into Bridport Iniet, and iade fast to the old ice between Dealy Island
(easterly), and the niain. Conmmenced iniediately ti cut in ; our position is
900 yards true east of Dealy Island, in thirteen fatlhons of water. On the
10th we were frozen in ; connnenced landing a (lepôt in De:ly silnd, and pre-
paring for our winter.

On the 22d th-- travelling partieb started to lay out depôts for their spring
journeys.

Lieutenant Mechani, with Mr. Nares, as auxiliary, to cross the land at
Winter Harbour, for the scarch of the S.W. of Melville Island.

Lieutenants Pimu and Hamilton, with Mr. De Bray as aux iliary, to place depôt
at Cape Providence for the search of Banks's Land, cast and west.

Commander M'Clintock proceeded on lie I1 tii across the land for Ilecla and
Griper Bay, to place a depôt for the scarch of N.W. Melville Island coast. A
depôt had already been placed ait Point Griffiths for tie rendezvous route, which
it was ny intention to take charge of myself.

AIl these officers succeeded in placing ticir depóôts, and returned without
casualty. The overland parties had desperate work, which could not have been
performed without the carts ; thy might he improved. Commander M'Cl intock
had thirty-eight days' travelling, Lieutenamnt Mchan twenty-ti e days, ile
others fifteen days.

On the 14th October Lieutenant i\eclituun, on his return thîrough Winter
1-larbour, visited the Parry Sandstone, and found on it a record fi oi Comanider
M'Clure, deposited in April 1S52, only five montls before our visit. To send
a party ait that laIte period on the chances of ieetilng hini was impossible, the
ice in the strait was so broken Ip; traversing il even it h ouI ligiht oat not
practicable. I send the record fouind, m ithl lis chart.

On the 20th of October we lost sudleily, rom disease of the hetart, Thomas
Mobley, R.M., a most excellent inn ; a'nd on the 12th l)ecembner, George
Drover, captain of tie forecastle in the " Intr epid," of' consumiption ; with this
exception, we have been very healthy ; not the slightest appearance of scurvy;
imdeed for weeks without a man on the list.



Good provisions and a suffieicincy, with constant work on the floc or open air,
will always ensure good hcalth in this clinate.

Our school, theatricals, &c. were admirably conducted by the officers.
Our winter has been verv severe, comparing it with former voyages, with a

great amnount of wind ; but the latter appears to be caused by our locality.
Sipposing that Commander If'Clure would desert his ship at the earliest

moment this year, I despatched a party on the 1Oth of March for the Harbour
of Mercy, temperature 50°, certainly without the slightest hopes of catching him.
'['e party consisted of seven men to our sledge; two men and six dogs under
Dr. Domville to bring back rapidly to me any news;-all under the orders of
Lieutenant Pini.

Mr. Pim's sledge ifortunately broke down about fifteen miles from Cape
Dundas. Mr. Pin gallantly went forward with the dogs, and reached the
Harbour of Mercy on the 6th of April ; had it not been for this accident he
would have been there by the Ist, and found there Commander M'Clure in the

Investigator," preparing to despatch a part of his crew,- some for Cape
Spencer, and a party by M-Kenzie river.

All niy parties left the ship on 4th April, to search the following coasts:-
Commander M'Clintock, with Mr. De Bray and eighteen men, crossed over

the land into Hecla and Griper Bay; provisions suflicient to enable him, with
one party, to pursue the scarch to the N.W. for ninety days. He reached the
opposite shore on the 9th, all in hi gh spirits and without an accident.

Lieutenant Mechan, with Mr. Nares and fourteen men, crossed at Winter
Harbour to follow the coast westerly. From this party I have not heard since.

Lieutenant Hamilton, with Mr. Roche and fourteen men, crossed into Hecl&
and Griper Bay to place a depôt to scarch north-easterly along Sabine Island,
as I think they will be more likely to reach the rendezvous point by that route
than by Byam Martin Channel. I have great hopes that this party will have
success in finding sonething of the missing ships. Trhey are certain to meet
your parties, if Wellington Channel is not a blind one.

On 19th of April ny Banks's Land party returned, and with them Captain
M'Clure and party fron " Investigator." You can fancy, butter than I eau
paint, my delight on shaking hands with him. His despatel will convey to you
the effects of Mr. Pim's appearance on his side of the strait.

On 2d May bis second party, consisting of four officers and twenty-four men,
arrived, all in a very bad conditioi,--nearly all affected with scurvy. They
are now, on the good diet, rapidly improving.

Finding these men in such a blad condition (two men died since Capt;ain
M'Clare left on the 7th of' April, and one on the day before Lieutenant Piim's
arrival there,) I despatched Dr. Domville and a party over the strait with orders
to assist Commander M'Clure and the surgeon of the " Investigator," in survey-
ing the remaining officers and men; and i have directed Commander M'Clure
(who leaves this ship at the saine time) to desert his ship, if the medical officers
consider his crew unfit to stand another wvinter; and also, as I consider the men
have done their work, to leave lier, if le bas not more than twenty volunteers,
which is the least number that she could be navigated with. It would be a
glorious thing to get lier through this way,---tle other way she cannot go.

T[his afternoon Mr. Roche, mate, with ten men fromu niy crew, and two
officers froi " Investigator," leave for Beechey Island, to go hoine the first
opportunity. The men I send fromu my crew are men that I could not send to
"Investigator." The others arc all absent travelling.

Should Commander M 'Clure not leave his ship, " Intrepid" vill take all
Investigator's " crew, with directions to touch at Beechey Island for orders,

and then straight home, with a request to tlcir Lordships that she may be sent
to nie next year, accompanied by a vessel with provisions (solids), clothing,
and fuel; reniaining myself foir the issue of her attempt to cross. Should it be
found necessary .to leave hier, we will all go easterly for Beechey Island, leaving
the depôt here for Captain Collinson, of whom not a word has been heard or
tracing found by Commander M'Clure's travelling parties.

Do not think of waiting for me yourself. Leave me a vessel at Beechey
Island, and a good depôt, sufficient to place us on full allowance when we get
there, and to sustain us for a winter.

It will be necessary for " North Star" to have her water complete, and as
L 4



many casks as she can fill besides, in readiness to supply any vessel that nay
reach her ;-to be ballasted, and all the provisions she eau spare landed in a
secure depôt, ready for a start, and ail will be welil.

All my travelling part;= left i the highest spirits, in the best possible con-
dition, and admnirably equipped. I ami most anxious for the result of their
journeys. If Sir John Franklin's ships are ever to be found, I think they will
now. Be assured we will have them between us.

Commander M'Clure, in coming over frot Banks's Land with a wCak party,
was obliged to alter his mode of travelling. He travelled and rested for six
hours alternately, and iade a wondcrfl journey from ship to ship in twelve
days-a distance, as the crow flics, of 167 miles. Mr. M'Dougall, auxiliary to
Lieutenant Hamilton, to whom I have given the N.E. Sabine route (not being
able to go myself), has this moment rcturied, having gonc over the land to
Hecla and Griper Bay, a distance of forty muiles in a straiglt line, in thirty.onc
and a half hours, travelling vith heavy sledges, 200 pounds per man, and
returned in twenty-six and a lalf hours, which was donc, we thought miost
rapidly, in fifty-onc hours, nodify.ing the routine of travelling in this -way:-
starting at 4 v.M., travelling until 10 ; breakfasted, tented, and rest four hours;
travelled four hours, dined, and rested for nine. Ili the old way the whole
jouney was made fron the tinie of starting to lunch, which was a miserable
affair; too cold to stand still, men getting chilled and stiff. After lunch little
was donc though travelling thlree hours-ien simply hanging in their beits,
and getting thoroughly fagged. Another means of extending our journeys we
have adoptcd, the result of whiclh has not yet appeared: - each extended party
bas a snail sledge, weighing twelve pounds, five feet long, six inches higli,
which we call a satellite, capable of carrying for three ien (the offileer and two
of the most active of bis crew) seven days' provisions, their sleeping-bags and
floorcloth for covering. On getting within four days of the end of tleir journey
they leave their tents with tlhe rest of the crew, to repair their boots, mocassins,
&c., and give them a spell; travel away as fast as possible, certainly twenty
miles a day. By this ineans their journey will bc extended fbrt:r miles, and
who knows but that the last mile may- be the Most fortunate one ?

It is very painful to me to le obliged to send away Mr. Roche witlh this
party ; it looks as if I wanted to get rid of hlim, or that I could most easily
spare him. On the contrary, le is one of my mot, eftieient officers. He vas
auxiliary, witl ten men, to Banks's Land party, ini the ahnost forlorn hope
journey, and brouglt back bis men without accident. He has silice been over
th" 1ard as far as Cape Mudge, in 1-Icela and Griper Bay, and is now going in
charge of ten mien and two ofilcers to Becchev Island. Any nan that docs
bis vork I know will have vour influence; you will therefore, I an assured, use
it for him in the proper quarter. His crew think they are disgraced by being
sent away ; not so, they are all excellent mnen; their only fault is thev cat.

You will be plcased to hear, and their Lordships wvill have again to express
their satisfaction, at my having so good an opinion of ny ollicers; they have
all viedl with eadh other in the performance of their duty, and also in plcasing
me. My next letter will show what stuff thcy are made of.

Before leaving England. I sent the services of Mr. Richards, iny clerk in
charge, to their Lordships, with a request that thcy would not forget lie was an
old oflicer. 1-lis conduct and attention to his duty sinice lias been such, that I
cati fearlessly state thicir Lordships, by bis promotion, would be making a
valuable addition to the list of pursers, and it would be highly pleasing to Ie.

Shou.ld these ships not break out this season, it will be necessary for the
North Star" to send a party to ineet mine at Cape Cockburn nîext sprinig, with

fuill information of all that is going on and what has been done. I will be
there iyself if possible, and await her party ; if they kcep the coast-iîne on
board we cannot miss eaich other. Leaviig Beechey Island on the 4th April,
they will have ample time to returi, ani have mnild weatlier. Mine will leave
at the sane tinte.

In requesting their Lordships to Send ont more provisions, by all ncans
demand H-Iogarth's prescrved mncats andi ýcgetables, with a goodly supply of
Mr. Allsop's aie, wvhich bas kept exceedingly well, aid is eagerly sought after
by al ; there is more virtue im a pint of it than a gallon of rum. It is so
valuable that I now mix it with home brewed, which produces an excellent



beverage. Mr. Allsop has certainly done us justice in the representation of
the ale he supplied. The glaze soup and dried vegetables are also admirable
and most useful.-See Report on Provisions.

I send you an abstract of our expenses of fuel, &c. during a summer montb,
our first month in winter quarters, and our coldest month. I left " North
Star" with more than thirty-six tons of coals, so that with proper economy she
has ample for the period she is provisioned for.

I cannot enter into ail the detail of my voyage, bdt I have donc so where I
thought it would be useful or necessary. What a grand consummation it would
be if you found the missing ships!-any of the people, from the evidence of the
state " Investigators" came here in, with abundance of game about thein and
near them is impossible.

Trusting that you and those under your command are happy, and in the
enjoyment of good health,

I have the honour to be, &c.
HENRY KELLETT, Captain.

Mr. Chandler, my boatswain, whom I send in the party to Beechey Island,
I have to request their Lordships will be pleased to allow to remain at WoohVich
until the arrival of the " Resolute," to assist in returning the boatswain's stores.

Forming two of the same party are Abraham Surry, cooper, and John Goodey,
carpenter's mate, both excellent men; the former came fron the arsenal at
Woolwich, and is desirous of again serving there; the latter, who is an elderly
man, with a large fanily, is also desirous of entering one of the Govern.
ment establishments. I beg to submi t the saie for the approval of their
Lordships.-H.K.

No. 2.

Captain KELLETT, C.B., to Commander M'CLURE.

Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute" in Winter Quarters, Dealy Island,
Sir, Bridport Inlet, 9th March 1853.

As it is possible that you may not have broken out last year, I have
determined on sending an carly party to communicate with you.

Fron the officer in comnnand of this party, you will receive a copy of the
orders addressed to Sir Edward Belcher, C.B., who connnands the Arctic Expe-
dition, the western portion of which is under my orders. These orders will
show you what their Lordships hope may be eflctcd by this expedition. The
chart that you vill reccive at the saie tinie will show you what has been done
by the grand exertions of the officers in Captain Austin's expedition, through
his incomparable arrangements, witlh which you are partially acquainted by
Cominmander M'Clintock's record at Wiinter I-Iarbour.

Undoubted traces of " Erebus " and " Terror " having passed the winter of
1845-46 at Becchcy Island, were found by Captains Austin's and Penny's
expeditions. Traces were also found some few miles up Wellington Channel.
Tiese traces Sir Edward Belcher lias followed up with a fine prospect of being
well advanced this season. Commander M'Clintock examined the strait before
we parted company on the 14thi August last, and folund watcr for at least thirty-
five miles up it. Mr. Penny reports having, in 1851, found much open water in
the northern part of this strait, but its throat was choked with twenty-five miles of
ice, separating him froin it, and which unfortunately hindered his follow'ing it.

I shall now give you an account of my doings since parting company with
Sir Edward Belcher on 14th August, at Bcechcy Island.

I rcached Low'ther Island on 17th August, not without a little rough play
with the ice. There I was detained until the 28th of the saine imonth, and alinost
despaired of getting farther west, but retreat I would not; however, we were
favoured with very strong N.W. winds during our detention, which opcncd a
lead; in this we got as far east igain as Griliths Island, and evcntua lly into
open water, which we carried along the land as far as tlie south point of Byam
Martin Island. There we wcre detained a couple of days, and again for tw'o or
thrce more a few miles west of B3everly Tulet; and finally rcached the floce ecdge
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of Winter Harbour on 7th September. The fast ice extended from east point'
of Fife iarbour due south, unto the parallel of Point IHearn, leaving five miles
of ice between us and the sandstone in the harbour, on which your record was
found; not at this time, but in October, by one of my autumn travelling
partuers, returning from laying down a depôt in Liddon Gulf.

While at this floe edge we had as much as we could do to hold on by it. I
determined, as I could not winter therc, to go to Skene Bay, which I had
exuined before when detained near it, but to leave a small depôt at Fife
Harbour, to carry any party that night reach it on to me. I left ten days for
seventy men.

I was so busily engaged landing the depôt, and indeed it was considered so
improbable that any party from the westward could reach this place, that the
examination of Winter Harbour was never once thought of by any one, as
Commander M'Clintock had visited it before.

I failed in getting into Skene Bay, as it was perfectly blocked with ice; and
finally, on 1oth September, cut into the fast floe south and east of Dealy Island,
about Î of a mile from it. Commander M'Clintock started next day to examine
the land into Hecla and Griper Bay, intending to start again with the greatest
portion of his crcw, to place a depôt at Point Nias, or as much further as
practicable. He lef t on the 14th.

On 22d of the same month, (with the exception of three workinig but disabled
men,) my crew left the ship for the purpose of laying depôts for spring travelling.
Commander M'Clintock had thirty.eight days, and ny people twenty-flve days.
Travelling in the autumn, oll having succeeded in placxng their depôts in good
positions-Comumander M'?lintock, his at Point Nias; my first lieutenant

Mechan) his at Cape Hoppner ; my second and third lieutenants (Pitn and
Hamilton,) theirs for the examination of Banks's Land at Cape Providence.

You have stated in your letter to their Lordships, dated 20th Jily 1850, that
you had provisions for the autumn of 1854. You are also fortunate in having
game and firewood about you, your crew in high spirits and healthy. I have
therefore no apprehension about your safety; but you will now have been threc
winters in the ice; you will therefore, I think, have formed your plan of
operations, whether to Icave your ship and come to me, or to run a chance of
breaking out in the autumu, and procceding south into Behring Strait, or east
according to circumstances.

It is with diffidence I offer a remark on the navigation to a man of your
experience, but there is a great advantage in local knowledge. My opinion is,
that, from your present position, were you to get adrift in the pack, you vould
inevitably be carried east ; but I an also of opinion, that you would not get
released, as the whole of the ice that is carried througl by the current fron the
westward is forced by the almost constant northerly winds down into the great
bay formed by the land discovered by Mr. Wynniatt and Captain Ommanney.
The latter reports in his journal, this coast is very low, apparently shoal, with
very heavy pîled up ice off it. No ship has any chance of getting along it.
From Cape Walker to Mr. Wynniatt's farthest the coast stands nearly at right
angles to the western mouth of the strait.

The officers I send on this service have directions to place thenselves under
your orders. By one of thein, the surgeon, (unless you require his services,)
you will without delay be good enough to despatch back again to me information
under the following heads:-

1st. The health of yourself, officers, and crew since your last despatch from
Wintcr Harbour, and their present state.

2d. Your intended movements.
3d. The quantity of provisions you have remaining, and the probable timne

they will last at your present consumnption.
4th. Whcther you have any information respecting " Enterprise"; if not,

your opinion relative to lier. She wintcred sonewhere in the ice in 1851-52,
and nothing had been received from lier up to the date of our sailing in April 1852 ;
in fact, any information that would be interesting to their Lordships or the
public, as 1 may mneet sone of Sir Edward Belcher's parties, or I mauy send a
party to Beechcy Island.

5th. What can I do for you?
I have not been equally fortunate with yourself in my crcw. I have lost two:



one, a marine, Thomas Mobley, suddenly, and the other a seaman, George
Drover, of consumption. With this exception, all well.

Game is pretty abundant here. We have killed twenty-five musk oxen, a few
reindeer, hares, and ptarnigan.
• On the back of the orders you will find a list of the articles I intend to leave
in depôt on the south point of Dealy Island, the greater part already landed;
seven rnonths for sixty-six men. In addition to this I placed in depôt coming
along-

7 days for 91 men at Assistance Harbour,
14 days for 91 men near Cape Cockburn,
10 days for 70 men, Winter Harbour.

There is also a boat aud a couple of casks of biscuit at Point Hotham, the
North Star " stationary depôt at Beechey Island.
Before leaving England, Mr. Wynniatt was made a lieutenant, and Mr. Paine

a purser. I arn sorry I have not similar information for yourself.
Any information that I have omitted in this will be easily obtained from my

officers, who will give you the history of our country since you left.
It now onily remains for me to congratulate you most heartily on your health

and success. You have not found any of the missing, but you have shown over
a great extent of coast where they have not been.

Your discovery of the North-West Passage will, I feel, be highly pleasing to
the good people in England, particularly as the discovery, which has cost much in
lives and treasure, bas been made known by the energetic perseverance of their
own officers, and they are not slow to reward prominent merit.

I have, &c.
H. KELLETT, Captain.

No. 3.

Commander M'CLUItE to Captain HENRmY KELLETT, C.B.

H. M. S. "Il Resolute," Dealy Island,
Sir, 2d May 1853.

I iAveý great pleasure in acknowledging the reccipt of your letter of the
9th March last, whieh raeachecl me in the Bay of Mercy, Baring Island, tbrough
the perseverigexertions of Lieutenant pii, under circumstances most arduous,
difficuilt, and trying, unsurpassed in Arctic travelling, from the early period in
which the.journey was undertaken, with the thermoneter ranging fromn -40 to
- 500, arriving, without the slightest injury from the excessive cold, on the Gth
ultimo. I would, werc it possible, endeavour to convey the state of feeling
which animatcd not only myself, but every soul, when his sudden and most
unexpected appearance on the floc, about 200 yards from ithe ship, Vas remarked:
All description must fall below the reality. Only imagine, if you eau, a whole
crew, whxich had to this moment no idea of any ship but their own being within
the limuit of these drcary regions, eut off fron the vorld, their isolated situation
(and iii defiance of all exertion), a little despondent, when accidentally a
strange, remarhable, and solitary figure is scen rapidly advancing, showing

ges ticulations of friendship similar to those used by the Esquinaux, black as
Eýrcbus froni the srnoke created by cooking in his tent. My surprise, I nay
alinost add disnay, was great in the extreme. I paused in ny advance, doubt-
ing who or what it could be, whether a denizen of this or the other world; however,
the surprise was monmentary. " I an Lieutenant Pii, late of ' Herald.' Captain
Kellett is at Melville Island." And as the apparition was thus indubitably dis-
covered to be solid real Englisi flesi and blood, to rush at. and seize him by
the hand was but the first impulsive gush of feeling. Ti heart was too ful
for the tongue to articulate, as this dark stranger comnuicated his errand of
mercy. The sick, forgetting their maladies, jumped from their hainnocks; the
healthy their despondency-all flew to the only hatchway that was open, and in
far less tiimîe than it takes me to write this, all bands were on deck. Such a
scene can never be forgotten; all was now life, activity, and joyful astonishment.
In the twiokling of an eye the whole crew were changed; but I shall cease to
say more, for i niglt write much, but never could, even faintly, convey the
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most remote idea of the sensation created by this most opportune and provi-
dential arrvial of your relieving party.

I have hcartily to congratulate you on reaching your present position, which
appears to me the nost cligible for an carly start that could be desired. The
wintering cither in deep bays or harbours is, in ny opinion, to be avoided, a
weather shore and open coast being preferable, as the first opportunity for opera-
tions mnay be seized upon, which the being blocked in harbours would most
certainly retard.

The laying out of numerous, and in some positions, large depôts both in the
way through the straits and by travelling parties, bas rendered the service of all
tnployed in these regions, should circunstances compel thein to evacuate their

vessels, a matter of comparative case, and renioves every apprehension as to
their ultimate safety, a feeling which is entertained by myself and participated
in by my whole crew, animating all fron the approximation to our present
position, of cheerfully awaiting the result of the cnsuing sumnier in expectation
of liberating the vessel and bringing her to join you under Melville Island, a
circumstance I consider far froin improbable, although from a reinark in your
letter, it is evident that the report of Captain Onunney, showing that the
shores of Prince Albert's Land towards Cape Walker stands nearly at right
angles to the w'estein mouth of the strait, has made you sonewhat doubtful, as
you arc appreliensive, should we get fron our present position, that the ship
would necessarily be set to the castward mn the pack, and most likely be thrown
upon that coast,-with respect to which, I can only renark, that on the 24th
September 1851, wlhcn runîning fron the Bay of Mercy, I lad every reason to
believe, from the loose appearance of the ice (which was then rapidly setting
before a strong N.W. wind into Barrow Strait), that hiad we fortunately rcached
thus far twelve lours carlier, we shouldi have succeeded in crossing to Melville
Island without difficulty ; as also in the month of October, on a change of wind
to the S.E., the entrance cleared as far across as could be remarked by the eye
fron Banks's Land ; but in 1852 the ice did not break up in tie Polar Sea, con-
scquently that in the Bay of Mercy and in Barrow Strait could not move, from
which causes nothing certain cai be calculated upon in the navigation of these
waters, everything depending on the scason and direction of the wind.

hie exceeding early rise in the temperature induces nie to believe that the
ensuing summer will be very favourable for navigation, and that we may confi-
dently anticipate a release this year, but of course IL depends ipon circumst ances,
over which no control can be exercised ; but the experience of three previous
seasons indicates this to be a remarkably forward year.

I now proceed to answer your interrogations ; first, with respect to our sanitary
state since May 1852, the lealth of myself and officers has becen excellent, it
the exception of Messrs. \Vynniatt and Sainsbury, (mates.) The latter lias
suffered much fron a pulmonary complaint that subjected bhi to treatment
soon after entering the ice in 1850, and bas now assuned very unfav'ourable
symptomns, and lie is now not considered suffliciently strong for removal.
'lhe crew has been worked liard in ballasting and watering durmng the months
of May, June, and July, vhich reduced them in flesh considerably. A suIpply
of venison, allowing an issue three times a week at the rate of' a poiuid and a
half'per man, sustaincd them adnirably in health until this luty vas completed.
The elects of short allowance werc, however, visible during the winter ; our
sportsmen not being able to furnh, ln the carly part of it, above one nical of
venison weekly, consequncitly nany werc attacked by scurvy; but since the coin-
niencemenît of the present year, % e have fortunately been able to increase the issue
of that nutritious food. Althouigh this has becn a most rigorous and trying iinter,
thcir complaints gradually subsidedi, and on lie Ist of' April there were but three
confined to their hannocks, and all in better condition than I could have
anticipated.

Up to the 4th of April our nuibers were undininished, which circumstance
is of itself a very stroig proof of thle hcalth we have all enjoyed. 1, how'ever,
regret to say that, on the niglt of the 5tl of April, a sudden and unexpected
event occurred in the deatl of' John iBoyle, whîo unhappily drank off the con-
tents of' somne medicine bottles tlhat lie w'as directed to w'ash, wlhich brought on
an acute attack of diarrhoa at, 1,30 r.:., which terminated fltally at 11.45 P.M.
And yesterday I received intelligence fron Dr. Arnstrong, that Kerr, gunner's



mate, and J. Ames, A.B., had died. The former had been long suffering from
dropsy ; the latter but a few days from disease of the heart.

Having now discharged all the most weakly part of the crew into this
vessel, I find there remains but one in the list, from a tumour formed in the
throat, and that the others are in high spirits, fron which (and the consequent
increase of provi-ions, I shall now bc enabled to issue, when coupled with the
mild weather tb lias for some time continued, with the certainty of wild fowl
and otier game during the sumner, as well as sorrel,) I have every reason to
believe that our sanitary state will be better than the corresponding period last
ycar, as we have no arduous work to perform; the ordinary duties of the ship
being all that is required.

Second, with regard to my intended niovements, I cannot do better than refer
you to my dispatch to the Lords Conunissioners of the Adniralty, vritten pre-
vious to mny knowledge of your being in this vicinity, which vill be now partially
carried out by your approximation, and all apprehension as to our ultimate fate
removed. From the cause mentioned in the early part of this letter, I do not
think that you will require any further information on this head, as you are
perfectly aware of ny opinion as the feasibility of carrying out the views
which I bave nentioned in my communication to their Lordships: and should
the season be favourable, which, fron its present appearance, I have every reason
to helieve that it will, I sec little to prevent; but should we unfortunately
be dctained another year in the bay of Mercy, it is my wish to send you (as
soon as the strait is finally frozen over) fourteen of the crew, which will reduce
my coniplement to twenty. This arrangement will admit of giving those remaining
neaily double allowance of provisions, which will fortify them against the rigour
of a fburth winter, and in the spring of next year we must necessarily desert the
vessel and procecd to join your pendant.

The quantity of provisions at our present allowance, you will sec by the
enclosed return is ample for our consumption. Potatoes being the only article
that I would beg of you to supply ; a few cases of which can without difficulty
be taken across on ny return.

I believe this is all that at present is required to be noticed, and as you are
now fully acquainted with our situation and all circuistances connected with it,
also my ardent desire to complete the passage by conveying the "Investigator"
and the reinainder of the crew in safety to England, in the accomplishment of
which I feel perfectly persuaded of your hearty co-operatin aand assistance.

I cannot refrain from taking this opportunity of expressing to you the grateful
feelings that all the officers and men, in connnon with myself, entertain for the
cordial and truly British welconie with which we werc grected on our arrival on
board the " Resolute," by yourself, oflicers, and crew. The impressions of such
kindness, rendered grateful beyond measure from the peculiar circunstances of
our position, will, I an thoroughly sure, never be effaced froni our recollections.

I have, &c.
RonI-Itr M'C.uîRE, Commander.

No. 4.

Captain K î:ETrr, C.B., to Commander M'Ci.uRE.

By Henry Kellett, Esq., C.B., Captain of II.M.S. " Resolute," and Senior
Oflicer in Barrow Strait.

I:REw[TI you will reccive an order to hold a survey on the olicers and crew
of II.M. ship under your cornunîand.

Should the iedict oflicers, after duly considering the state of the crew, be of
opinion that froin debility or other causes the inen arc unfit to contend with
another winter in this clinate, you wiil leave your ship with your whole crew,
and j oiii me at Dcaly Island.

Should they find the mîen's health suc that thcy are of opinion by rcmaining
there would not be more thiau the average risk of lcalth in this clinate, you
will give the ien the option of voluitecring,-should the nuimber of volunteers
not amount to twenty men, w'hich you conceive is the least possible nunber
with which you could atteimpt to navigate these seas.
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You will, under these circumstances, also leave ber andjoin me here.
For reasons advanced in your letter to me, you state that there is a proba-

bility of your being released and reaching Melville Island this season. To
make the Passage would be highly creditable, and redound to the national
honour. It is only, in rny opinion, now that the existence of the Passage is
actually known, a second consideration to that of the safety of your crew.

The object of your voyage, the search after the missing expedition, having
been fully accomplished on all the coast within your reach, unfortunately with-
out success, no discredit can be attached to you or your crew, who have so
nobly persevered through three Arctic winters.

You are aware of the resources of this ship, and the orders under which I
am acting.

Your ship, should you be obliged to leave her, will be advantageously placed
as a depôt for Captain Collinson, should he reach her position.

I place the greatest confidence in your judgment.
Given under my hand on board H.M.S. "Resolute," Winter Quarters,

Dealy Island, 5th May 1853.
(Signed) H. KELLETT, Captain.

No. 5.
Commander M'CLURE to Captain HENRY KELLETT, C.B.

H.M.S. " Resolute," Dealy Island,
Sir, 19th April 1853.

IN consequence of the departure on the 15th of this month, of Lieutenant
Cresswell, with a detachment of seamen and marines from I.M.S. under my
command, for embarkation on board this vessel for a passage to England, to
enable me to carry out the views mentioned in my letter to the Sccretary of the
Admiralty on the 5th instant, having also Mr. Sainsbury, mate, a great invalid
and incapable of doing duty, who, should we not get out from Bay of Mercy
this season, will have to be discharged with the senior lieutenant and party,
into the " Resolute " during the autumn.

I have to submit it will be necessary that another commissioned officer of the
wardroom rank should be appointed, and to request that Mr. Stephen Court,
second master, may be ordered to act as master of 1Her Majesty's Ship, under
my command.

The exemplary conduct of this officer interests me in bis bchalf, and it was
my intention to have donc this, as mentioned ini my letter to the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, with which you are acquainted.

I have, &c.
1o1nT M'CLURE, Commander

No. 6.
Captain KELLETT, C.B.. to Commander 'CLURE.

.1M.S. " Resolute," Dealy Island,
Sir, 20th of April, 1853.

I mviE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, request-
ing that a conmissioned officer of wardroomi rank might be appointed to U.M.S.
under your command, and recomnending Mr. Stephen Court, 2d master, for
advancement.

I fully concur with you in the neccssity of a second executive officer of ward-
room rank being on board the "l Investigator," and enelose an aci ing commis-
sion as master for Mr. Court, whom you have reconmendced.

I-le is to bu bor-ne in lieu of a lieutenant, afler the departure of that portion
of the crcw for this ship, for passage to England.

I have, &c.
Il. KLLETT, Captain.
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No. 8.

DIURNAL VARIATIONS of the Thcrmometers at Melville Island, 1852-53.

October 1852.

,Novembher 183~2.

, December 1852.

of Jnnry 1E53.

ot February 1833.

Scale of 1° of Temp.rature to 0·35 of:a incli. The cuI rvC ri-v with increase of
Teluperature.

-1° 103

-10 •83

-26"• 48

-35° •84

-:11 ' *178

-, 10 •9



No. 9.

TAinlE showing the Direction of the Winds in each Month: the numbers in
decimal parts of 1, their frequency.

Septebilier octoIr Nm% eiilr liDecember Janunry February . Mari
1852. 1851. 185. 1852. 1853. 1853. 18.53.

.2715 '4320 '3814- .5F62 '443i6 '5923 '3911
N.N.E. '0324. '0813 '0928 069S 0309 '0-O0 'O

N E. 536 0153 0582 '00,7 '0139 '0187 '0157
E.N.E. '0077 '0066 '0900 '0057 *0809 '0187 0148
East 0706 '0099 '0891 *0395 '0990 '0553 '0361.

E.S.E. ')11.8 0 '0174. *0184. 0106 '018() 1527
S E. '0939 10211 *0582 '0328 '0053 '0097 *0867

S.S.E. '0035 '0381. '0291. '01 (M. 0 '00I '0019
South '0437 '0165 '011) l0032 '0012 '00Il '0078

S.S.W. 0 0 '0027 0 0 0 '041 '0009
S.W. '0218 '0066 '0171. '0016 '0468 '0101i 0085

W.S.W. '0197 1066 '0127 '0008 '0139 0 0
West 1517 | '0351 '0082 .009 '051i '0009 '0009

W.N.WV. '0113 '0055 '0202 O90 '10 43 '0016 '01P8
N.V. 1294 '0780 '0291. 01-. '079 8'0114 '00P9

N.N.W. '0712 '1527 '0809 160) '054.3 1725 '2177

Caluis 16 hours. 40 hours. 8 hours. 21 hours. 45 hours. 21 hours. 37 houis.

No. 10.

Captain KELLETT, C.B., to Commander PULLEN.

By Henry Kellett, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship "l Resolute."
Sir,

IIEntEWer you will receive despatches and other documents connected with
the service of the Western branch of Aretic Expedition under the command of
Sir Edward Belcher, C.B., adclrcessed to hi n, as well as those containing the pro-
ceedings of Her Majesty's ship " Invcstigator."

You will give directions for their being copied for the inifornation of Sir
Edward Belcher, tiansmiitting ithe whole of the originals to the Secretary of the
Admiralty for t heir Lordshipîs' infor1mation by thie first opportuni ty.

With refèrence to the equipmnent of the " North Star," I refer you to i y
letter addressed to Sir Edward Belcher of this date, ait information connected
with which I think you will 1 right to follow.

Should yOLI have an o)portuniity of senlding to England before a vessel reaches
:ou from this place, you viil deliver the dispatches from Conunander
M'Clure into the charge of Lieutenant Cresswe1l, sending tle whole of the
party by whiclh you receive this, to England.

Given under ny hand, on board ler Majesty's ship Resolute,"
Becchey Is -/ ', 7th 1ay 1853.

( Signed) HENnY KEur. Captain.
Commander Pollen, Her Majestv's ship " North Star,"

Beechey Island.

No. 11.

SEcuR.rAi o Tu e AIMIRALTY to Captainî Kau.n,'î"r, C.1B.

Sir, 7th October 1S53.
I 1.E receied and laid beflre mîy Lords Connnlissioners of tlhe Admralty,

the narrative of' the proceedins of tle Westernî Division of the llclief Expedi.-
tion ider your orders, and t arn desired to express to you thie satislaction w i.th
wlich their Lo>rlsliips havc received intelligeniCe of the safetv of 11. 1. D)i co crv
Ship " In vestigator," inilder the commuîîand of Ca pt ain \Ia1lîî <'e, ual(d of t lc vîtccour
yout were enabled to extend;i to that ship.

li conveving to you their Lordshiips' unualiied approval of your exertiolis,
I an at the same time to express to you their satisfaction at your report of hie
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good condiluct of the oflicers, seamen, and marines employed under your orders,
more particularly whilst eugaged in their extended sledge journies, the result of
which, espccially those to the westward under Commander M'Clintock and
Lient. Mechani, my Lords anxiously\ look toriward to le acquainted with.

t tai, &c.
(Signed) W.*A. B. H1 m:r.s.

No. 12.

To the Officer Comnimanding the Sledge cither from the "Assistance
or " Pioneer."

Sir, Point Phillips, 16th April 1853,
I maRvmIEn here this morning on my return to the "l North Star," after having

deposited at Cape Becher, despatches for Sir E. 3elcher, duplicates of vhich
arc underneath. There is also at Cape Becher a small cask of newspapers and
packet of letters for both ships, brought out hy Commander Inglefield in the

Isabiel." Ile arrived on the 7th of September last, and left again the next day.
The " Prince Albert " was also with us, arrving on the 19th of August.

The "North Star " was driven on shore by ice, and a heavy S.E. gale of wind
last Septeiber; and, as we have not been able to get lier off yet, it is very
probable that no party will be here on the Ist of May. You therefore deposit
your despatches, &c., and they shall be sent for as soon as possible. One
party will leave when I return for Cape Becher ; they will also have the letters
brought over by " Albert " fron Port Leopold, as well as a lw more papers
fromîî Englanîd.

We passed tlis on our way to Cape Becher, but not finding it out until I got
the latitude, then about one mile north and two or three west, I would not turn
baek, but made for Baillie Hamilton Isle.

The travelling bas becn very heavy, and on the west side of' the islanîds
dangerous, for many holes of' water and mîuch rottenî ice Vas seen, of course
getting worse daily. We left the ship on the 2d of March, "l all well."

Yours, &c.,
W. J. S. PULLEN, Commander, R.N.

At Cape Rescue, 20th April 1353.
Commander Pullen arrived here on the 30th Marbc, leav'inig his ship the
North Star," in Erebus Bay, Beechey tsland, on the 21st. After breaking

his two sleds, was oblige(d to proceed with oeic, made out of the two sounld
runniers, and part of his party of t welve to Point Phillips andi Becher, leaving
the remainder of party here. 1eached Point Becher on the 10th of April, and
deposited dispatches for Sir E. Belcher, also letters and a cask of' newspapers
for both ships. () hi is returni deposited duplicate dispatches at Point Phillips,
and arrived here on the 19th of April. Found the party gone on to the ship,
made this caché and left the next day. Party ail well.

Found the travelling throughout very heavy and dangerous on the west side
of the islands, froni so imuch open water and rotten ice-in mnany places niot
more thai an inch thick, and covercd with a thin coat of snow, through which
hinself andI Mr. Alston broke.

April 20th 1853.

No. 13.

Commander PULLE to Captain Sir E. Bmcm-:, C.B.
H..\.S. "North Star," 3eechey Isimd,

Sir, 1 ith Jul> 1853.
1. HAVIN acqaiited you with the proeedinîgs of Her Maesty's ship under

ny onunlaid, up to the end of' February, whicl I left w% iti letters from Eiigand
at Cape B3echer last April, I beg to forward you a further account up to this
time.

2. From the records I left at Cape Becher you will be acquainted with the
state of the ice between it and this place. I commenced my return on the 1 Ith
April, mnaking an attempt to cross the northern chaniel for the purpose of



passing to the eastward of the islands, but was frustrated in consequence of the
heavy and hunnnocky state of' the ice ; the like success I met with in the middle
channel, and fron the sane cause, together witlh the rotten and unsafe nature of
lie flocs, exhibiting many holes of open water and ice so thin that on two occa-
sions myself and Mr. Alston (mate) broke through into the water. I got into
Cornwallis Island again (west of Cape Phillips) on the 16th, and the next day
my last and remaining sled was unfortunately broken, so that it was with much
dilficulty I reached Mr. Penny's boat, lcaving duplicate despatches at Point
Phillips on passing it. H-erc I was detained unttil Monday, the whole inter.
vening tine being einployed in converting the large boat slcd, so as to take us
back to the ship. On the 20th I arrived at my depôt at Cape Rescue, and found
the men I haid left there gone to the ship. The next day I procceded, made
for and reached Cape Bowden ou the afternoon of the 22d, and the ship on the
24th, the four meni having arrived two days previous.

3. The travelling on the return journey was much better from the heavy snow-
drift filling up between the hununocks, and taking a somewhat different route;
hence the short time we took in acconplishing it.

4. The second party had gone off, and as I said in my notice at Cape Becher
that they would visit it, feared by their taking the saine route 1 did they
would not be able to cross, andI having been away only two days, sent
a light party ont to desire the oflicer in charge to take the castern route ; unfor-
tunately they were unsuccessful: I could therefore only trust that Mr. Shella-
bear, on reading the notices left at Cape Rescue and Point Phillips, would keep
well to the eastward on crossing the Quen's Channel, and thus reach Cape
Becher all right. On the afternoon of the 21 st May this party returned, not
having been able to reach the extreine point of rendezvous in consequence of
the state of the ice. A copy of bis journal I forward.

5. It was fortunate that I left at so early a period, for on returning froi Cape
Becher the 11ith and 13th April, found the ice had so visibly changed, showing
many more large cracks and holes, that on ny arrival at Cornwallis Island I did
not consider it safe to return, even immnediately liad it been nccessary.

6. On my arrival at the ship I found every preparation for getting off in as
advanced a state as possible. All the heavy ice that had been forced up un(ler
tie bows, nearly to the bowsprit, was for the third time removed, together vith
the snow dug down to the solid ice for sone distance ahead, the line of intended
dock gravelled rtor at least two miles to seaward, and the house finished with the
exception of a few siall jobs ; it is now complete all but the banking outside,
is most substantially buiilt, and vill aflord comufortable accommodation for any
parties who may reach il..

7. It was not until the 23d Mav that we could commence with the saws, and
thien frion the state of the weather, the thickness of the ice, (seventeen to five
feet,) our' progress was very slow, the banking vas remnoved fron the ship's
side well dowi to the bilge, leavinig just sudicient to prevent ber filling over.
At first nio water was under lier, but on its gradually finding its way in, found
she was fairily embedded in a cradle of ice, and raised at least cightecn inches off
the ground ; this I discovered by getting only at the highest tides twelve let
two inches on the sternpost, wherens in a small bole under the port couniter
there was thirteen feet eight inches -mli this latter place last autuin the sound-
ings were the least. I now lad tniv remaining embankncnt remioved froin the
ship on cither side, and fountd froi the after part of the fore chains, right aft,
nid dowý'n to the keel, the ice tairly stuck to ier bottomn. To get the water

along the hilge a iarrow trench was (ig out fore and aft, to allow it to coue in
froi fou ard and rem'iain thei c at low water , and, with ashes spread, a change
sooi becmne apparent, the tide coming over, the ice atnd the ship rising to nearly
an even keel iron the three (legrees lst she hiadi Iad to starboard for the last
monitIl.

N. On lthe 3< thl MaY, tolu y surprise, an ofieer atwr i\ed Iromi the " ll esolute
with the gratifving intelligence f the estigator," (Connander M 'Clre,
havin, nearl. peiormed the Nort h-West passage. ,he is now aild has been since
September 18I5, witIiii reiach of Wiiiter larbour, Melvile Island, and about
1 (7 iles fromt 1 eaV sland, the " Resolute's " winlter quaiturs. ler present

toit: i in a ha\ ( Mcrcy Uay It) the um1 t siores of a new island tiey haNe
discoveredl, and iamei after Sir Francis Baring. This was first known last
autitmn, by one of Captain Kellett's travelling parties picking up at vinter
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harbour their notice left on the large sandstonc rock. Copies of letters from
Captaii Kellett, together with journal, chart, and other documents froi Com-
mander M'Clhire, I take with me to leave at Cape Beccher, retaining the originals
for transmission to England, as per order froin the former also cnelosed. The
ofticer ( Mr. Roche, mate) fron the " Resolute " was accompanied by the
boatswain, and ten ien from his own ship, also two of the " investigator's "
oflicers, sent on here for a passage to ESngland the first opportunity. Many of
the " Investigator's " people were left at Dealy Island unable to travel, and if
she is to be finally abandoned this year, all join the "l Resolute."

9. Considering it necessary under present circuinstances that Captain Kellett
should le acquainted with the position of this ship, Mr. Roche having volunteered
to return, and Lieutenant Cresswell's opinion being favourable as to the practi-
cability of doing so in time, I gave him a light equipnent, ail our dogs, and
sent hun off on the 4th Ju ne.

10. The men which came from the " Resolute," as soon as they had recovered
fromn the fatigues of their journev, were employed with our own on the ice ; and
wc began to inake a better show of renoving the obstacles about us: still it was
a slow process cutting up and parbuckling out such heavy ice. The powder
now came into requisition and told well, when on the 24-tlh J une we had cleared
out so much ahead, that, could we onlv get her out of her icy cradie, we might
move her on end with the purchases. About twenty tons of provisions,
stores, &c., were got out and placed on the ice alongside, which nearly cleared
the vessel.

11. Having flor soine days past observed that the highest tide mark on the
sternpost never showed mno.re than i11 it. 10 iii., inlcating a decrease in the
depth ; wlercas, unler at the port counter it was the samne, whieh I was at a
ioss t0 accoint for, wien on the 2-4ti June I hadl a bole dug in the ice close to,
and got compietely throughî to the ground ; then by ineans of a spirit level
hnd, as the tide rose, it floated the ice close to fairly of' the ground, with the

ship imbedded in it, thus acting on ber just like an innense camnel. Now on
cither side of the ship, fore ani aft, amd about two fathons of, the ice that
we had takei the hanking off' was cracked foni the iniîî body, but, not
suficiently clear to al low% it, slip and all, to go out together ; for it was very
evilent ail w as off tii gaIound at the top of high water. 'l'le saw was therefor'e
paed tlrough the ice within this crack, right aft to the steri, crossinlg two
cracks at right angles with the ship's side ; lioles also were dgiO throuigih, aid as
the whole mss floated Up with the ship, a tew four pound charges were fired,
wlici, ii a great measuire siook the ice fromi the slip's bottoii, aid by the
evening of tlie 25th had a pretty good space cieareid nearly aft to the starboard

in gnu a . Thie tides werc now takingr off, and I did iot expect to be able to
niox e her ( doubtliil even t hen) until the imiddle of July; however, as tiere
were forii, lioles vet iii the ice, on the starboard side, fiirlv tlrough to the
ground, I determined on tring w ith a iight ligh water, 'if charges placed
anîd blowin off ii quick succession wouild IIot Iove her in) lier b 1d. I saw
no other hope: it was a (Iespcrate remed.l, but ours was a desperate case,
and there was no calculatimg when w e sholid iove lier, for as ve advaneed,
the heaN ier hee me our work ; aind with pick-aes, saws, and shovels, it was
indeed a slow operation ; aid wc iiiigit lot possibly get off, iitil Wre(ed ofi
bv the ice dris ing out in a boly, as it did last year. N it ti(les were n1ow
certainlv the highest, so at 2 A.M. on Suinday mornig the 2th, thec purchases
wereC agn mnannmed ; sail> set to a light breeze fomi E.S.E , and one charge
placed Iin a hiole ait thei -anigway. At this timle thiere was 141 feet 6 inchles
linder tv lre foot, and onlv I l fet 1o inîches showiig on the sternpost,,o I loidered ber at least i8 inicies at tihis spot off the grounid, borne up
las befoire .aid by the ice. 'hie puirclases thereofre leing taut, three more
charges lield iln rmliness; the gangwa onet was ignited, uich on exploding,
to m1)y great relie nt only v shattered the ice about us so imluch, blit the
ship> firi moed in ler icy bed, seeing which, I lad thme oihers ii immnediately
one ii a bole hal u ay aloi ng the muîain chiainis ; another linder the iizen calitiiîs
starboard side: ai onme close by flue sternipost, with ihizees cut anid ignitel, so as
to explode in Cuick succCssion. TIev hllad the deired efcet, for they so
shattered tle ice atongside andi nimier ilc steri, apparently shaking it off her
bottom, that she sank down bodily, and witli keeping a taut strain on the
purchases, sprunig ahead: after which, we hove ber ahcad gradually, until having



moved her on an end " forty-two feet," wc couid go no firther until more ice
was out of the wav. 'lie tide also was íbfling, but having gained so much, I
now felt confident'of our getting afloat in good timne, and as soon as we could
clear spacc ahead where wC had been cutting for heaving into. This we managed
to do, and by fleceting on gradually umtil we could float, mîîuch ice passed into the
open space astern : wlien, on the evening of Thursday, the 30th ultimo, we wcre
up to the hcad of our dock, and in water were she could lie afloat at the lowest
tides. After having lain nine months fast held, powerless in a bed of ice,
ticrc was a rejoicing this evening you may be sure, sir, and I trust never to
be placed in a like position again: such an occurrence is, I believe, unparalleled
in the annais of Arctic navigation l'or sucih a leegth of time.

12. On the 6th instant, the ship's botton ws swepL, -a;Id wc coulCI not
detect that she iad re0ceived ay injury: she was also as tight as ever,
making no waler, at which I an surprised, fro lately having strained so imuch.
'i sweeping, nuch ice was worked off her boittoi, und came up alongside
the small bower anchor, and with it also about thirty fathioms of chain I fear wc
shall lose, l'or the ice in its direction is very heavy and hiunniocky: at ail
events we may possibi pick it up if the ice clears out of the bay : at present I
see no hope for it, for up to this date, as far as the eve can reach fron the
sîummit otf leechey Island, not a patch of open water is to be seen in any
direction but our dock, or the ice imovinig ini Barrow Straits. This season, there-
fore, I fear' will b a very late one, althougl so fine and carly a spring.

13. After gettinîg off, preparations were connnenced for mi leaving ; aid, as
it, would be necessary to take a bout, a solid sled was muade, and the gutta
percha boat left bv the " Prince Allert" got in rcadinîess, and this evening I
lcave for Cape l3ccher. Whenevcr practicable, i propose sending a bout across
to Port Leopold, to examine the state of things there.

14. Ail the provisions but nie inonths for mv own ciew are in the course of
landing, and very nearly conpiletcr. The perishable articles w ill b placed in
the house. Our'water is conplte, and the ship Hill be ready for any emergency
by the end of the ionth. The dock cutting, althoigi over a great distance, I
think will be of' casy- accomplishmlent, f'or it is now So wasted down where
we have gravelled and covered with water, that, any of ouri bouts would
float in it.

15. Witi respect to tis place as a winter quarters, I do not consider it a safe
one fR a ship of this draft, Abr nt the time you generally look for the closing of
the scason the sout h east winds appear to prevail, driving in hcavy bodies of old
ice, and for us tiiere is n1o slelter whatever. With no hope of 'ettiî" n answer
fron voit in timue, I have acquainted Captain Kellett of this circuinstance, und
a reqiuest to be allowed to nove.

16. On y returni froil Cape Iecher, I lbun111d Mr. M 'Cormut ick, the surgeon,
laid up witi a broken r-ih, since which lie has not been out of the sick list. 1
enclose hîercwith the sick report ; and in coniciding this letter' I beg strongly to
r'commend to your favourble consideratioii iy 'executh e oficers, MIr. Plilleni,
the imaster, in particulur, wvhose exertions at ail timîes have been unecasîing, and
his suggetins during this tiing period most valuiable. M. Alston, uate, has
showI i wii lortiv exaiple, not ounly at this timie in pairticuilar, but on the journey
with ne to Cape leiher und back again. Mr. Shellabear, the second imaster,
has not ouly dloe his work well, bit on tw o occasions wCen he hAd charge of'
travelling parties, his conduiîct of' thei has fully met imy approbation. 'The
behaviouir of my crew has qite (jualled iny e.xpectatm ns.

I have, &c.,
W. J. S. PuiuLEN, Commander.

No. 14.

Cape Rescue, July 17 1853.
CAPTATN PULLEN arrived ce again carly this iorning on his wray to Cape

Becher, having lef te " North Star" in Lrelbus and Terror BIy, n the Ith,
witl aL party of' tenl men and un ofdicer, with a bout aund sled. Procceded on
the 18th.
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The above party arrived here on their return on the inorning of the 4th of
August, having met the " Assistance" and " Pioniieer" oF Point Majendie. Sir
E. Belcher intended passing down the castern shores of' Wellington Clannel to
Beechev Island.

On a line N. 34° 30' W. by compass, underneath the second heap from this,
and close under the rugged part of the hIil, w'as dep osited about 70 lbs. of
pemmican, 50 lbs. ot bread, and some grease, ail reioved from this, the bears
having broken in on a former occasion. The cairn on the beach also directs to
the provisions.

The party left again on the inorun- of the detained the intervening time
eveuîng fltht

by weather and repairs necessary to boat and sled.
W. J. S. PULLEN,

Commander of 1-I.M.S. " North Star,"
On shingle ridge just above the beach (Cape Rescue.)

Close under the hill underncath a heap of stones was deposited, by Captain
Pullei of H.M.S. " North Star," a quantity of provisions for the use of any
parties who nay be short on arriving at this spot.

Sec cairn, with notice and snall bamboo on the point.-August 4th 1853.
" All well."

No. 15.

RRiTa OF PROlUEDINGS.

Commander PULLIEN to Captain Sir E. IEîct, C.B.

lier Majestv's Ship " North Star,"
B3eeebey Island, 12th of August 1853.

1. I 1M the hionour to informn you, that after liaving the " Assistance" on the
27th ultuno, I proceeded, accordiî'g to your wishes into Cape Majendie, built
two large cairns, and deposited the iiotice's on the rocks, over where the provi-
sions are deposited ; obtaincd a very\- iniperfect set of observations fbr tine and
latitude (hy reason of the weather). Crosscd to DIundas [slanL passed down
its western siores, and that night encamped about half a mile to the southward
of Point Fitz jaines ; the next mnorning I star-ted vit h a reasonabIle hope fron the
state of tide, ice, and weather, of' reaching Point Phillips that evening ; but, on
arriving off l'oint Visconite, there vas a thick fog coiming up frot the southward,
quite obseuring the southern lanl ; sti l l I could sec sone distance in the desired
direction, thereffore, with a fair breeze, I shoved off, determined to nake a push
for Cornwallis Land. I don't suppose I had run more than five miles, before I
suddenly foun(d imysellf eneircled with driving ice, and ahnost inuniediatelv we
were conpelled to select. tlie best floe and haul our boat iup, soon ater which ail
appeared a dense nass as fatr as the eye could reach, ieaving aund grinding
together ; and the fog clearing off, saw it was ail packed up on either shore,
without any hopes of our being able to move on, uiless wind or tide opened out
a passage. TIuns I was detained until 7.30 . of the 30th ultimo, only movng

liet Mn a beftcî'o pieceioin
to get on a better piec of' ice as tie floc droNe, when, fron the southerly wind
tlien breezing u), appartl dris iig tle ice hard up on tle soutierni shiores of
Baillie Hamilton Ishad ; and the flood tide liaving mnoved an inunînense smllooth floe
piece to i he eatward, [ conninicud to laiunc 'L t1he lboat, and, after passing over
imnu'merable quanut of linonnockyv stfifi, occasiona1ll forciig throuigh sinall
pools of brasli ice, I got on it, and at i. 15 of the morning f the 3t, lincled the
boat into opein water about four miles froni ornwallis anlad, anid i lo tle
westu'ard of Point Phiillip, ubich poiit I reached at ur the saine morning;
fiund mv party ihere ail well, but looking anxioushly foi iou arri\ al.

2. Gi the Ist instant, at 3 .i , t sam, as if coiiing througlh the îc for flic
land, a boat, which I concluded lo bu yours, thJeef'e pulled ont fbr it; buit
<inI;g it onlV a piece of block ice returined, eibarked ttie w'hole pai'ty, pulled
up to thefee, got tie boat on the sledge, and proceeded in a diret line for the
island, 'thort distance off the land, and hefore I got abreast of Abandon Bay,



the ice was so bad, that the sledge, hoat, and party broke througli, and we were
obliged to haul in for the land again and pursue the usual course; and at 15
minutes after niidnight, of the morning of the 4th of August reached Point
Rescue. Here I was detained tili the iorning of the 6th by the weather, whei,
after leaving a notice as to the whercabouts of the depôt, and the course you
were pursuing for this place (sec notices dated July 17), started for the ship,
and arrived on board on the eveuing of the 11 th instant. I found at the mouth
of the bay (surrounded by ice) Her Majesty's stcam vessel " Phonix," Com-
mander Inglefield, with a transport from England, having on board provisions
and coals for the expedition, and discharging with all speed.

3. Finding Commander Inglefield had left for Cape Rescue the day before 1
arrived, taking with him Mr. Alston, mate, and two boats ; I at first thought of
sending after him, but on consideration, and it would take some little time to
equip a sledge, I deci dedon sending a party direct to you with dispatches and
private letters.

4. Lieutenant Bellot, the French oflicer in the " Phoenix," having so gallantly
volunteered to lead this party, I have given him the command, a light equip-
ment, so as to ensure reaching your ship as speedily as possible.

5. Commander Inglefield will, I expect, reach you about the sane time
learning from Point Rescue your probable position.

6. The ice here only opened out on the Ist, when two casks, containing
notices, were set adrift. The ice in Wellington Channel is still heavy and
closely packed, with no appearance of a disruption after leaving Point Rescue
till I arrived at Point Innis, where it had broken off directly across the channel
to Cornwallis Land, but still floating about in heavy masses. In Barrow Strait
it is close up to the floe edge, but froi the top of the island long leads are
visible to the S.E. ; to the vestward still heavily packed ; both the "l Phonix
and transport have been nipped, and arc nearing the island whenever an oppor-
tunity offers.

7. In conclusion, I ani nost happy to inforn you, that the anchor from which
we drove last September, and which I dcespaired of recovering, the master h:1s
succeeded in getting once more to the bows. We have therefore happily lo4
nothing, and the ship is now ready for sea with the exception of getting a fe w
more provisions on board, which will be donc immediately the transport is
discharged, by which time I trust you will be here.

I have, &c.,
W. J. S. PULLEN, Commander.

N.B. I im iin great haste to get Lieutenant Bellot off, I therefore beg you will
excuse any inaccuracies, and to state that I have every confidence in hi, and
he will give you ail the news.

V III.

Journal of the " North Sur," Commander Pullen, 14th August 1852
to February 1853.

No. I.

JOURNAL of the Poof'DINGS of Ier Majesty's Ship " North Star," in Erebus
and Terror Bay, Beechey Island, Winter of 1852-53.

1. The 'Assistance," and "l Pioneer," lier tender, left for Wellingtou Channel 14tth AugLit 1852.

on the night of the 14th. the " Intrepid " now hauled alongside to take iii her
share of coals (having completed the provisions before), and on Sunaluv morning,
about Il A.M., she finished, almost clearing out the " North Star entirely.
Provisions, however, we have plenty; but cals and fuel I fear we may fail short of.

2. The steamer lit her fires directly, and as soon as the steani was up we 1m1h Auguet, I Rego-

exchanged parting salutes with lier and the " Resolute," whcn she took her l n "Intep

charge in tow and steanied off to the westvard for Melville Island, thus leaving
us to our reflections and solitude for the next twelve months at least.
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Ordvr., &v. :3. Th eiders 1 receil-ed froîn Sir Edwvar'< ielcher, on blis leaving, wvas to
(1Ce.jiatel tNl() sledge palties to terni tiepÛts o1 flice ast side or' Weliing,.,ton

Chaulv, prî'paratcry te iiiorC ileciîdcd eNpleraticu et' Nox'th Devon, J oies LaInd,
Arrngenilkt tor var- und( the laitd iiertlicily in the spring of 185:3 One of these parties on cach

yy>ii> iviii' ai01. occasion, MIr. M'C'îuîIlie, the suî-geo lvat te have charge ef, 1 therefere decidcd
tliit as5 soofl i t' hpas th iPlm hi. a>s peitieui, t e send louin cii tirst, buit as thc

day l'as Suuiday, and ail Iîavng hlecri Ceîù'tîntiv cuniployed frein the mlointent tlic
.6 esClte " caiiie in, 1 ti~dr( that. \Weduîesday wouht bu cad'y eueugh, as
by tat line I hoped te get inte a gocd dock h)eibre lcsing the servies oftheli
sîý, iinvi ibr tlic purts, thi' it ias a gre'îat diluîîutîou et (ua sumal shpfs

icniiio ,i iuî ng.îîî .1. Thb eam lde party, ou boat party, this seasen, I intliIdc(l te give
iiaxu~ cl l iii charg.e te Mr. Siîeliabear, the second îiuste', fiilly puripo.sîng it te bc entircly

sledgIie lverk, thicret'er. net te pe off unltil tfliie ilnade stlicicîly lor travelling;
.nidc as 1 h:îd lîcard IL trcat deai ot' taikî ablit the pri'baiil ity eIf' aL passage fi'om
the houl et' Max'a cli 13a%' Vot e ee northeril l'ater, or perhiaps Jolies' Sotulid,
1, as sceni Il thle poîp wa« ai salé, (kteriiuhlle( te ge lute ot. tbav, lOl- flic pluiPos
oi' exaulîîilîîî it anud ,-ettîîltg the iflatter ('einplletely kt l'est, ai pei'liiis on iny
retuiriî visit Port Leopehi.

Cauiç l'or -illyn-i:îg 5. "J'le Cauise loi. this Coliectuire m'rose freni Mr. Krabbé, îîawv ofte aftic
jfl~< u rn,, ia''Itîp lîaving bieu into AlaxveH Buy iast eeuiîii.ioeli, and (l eisideriiig thalt

lue ceulci sec a vcry con:sîuerable distance tf r lic Ihea of2(1e thle Inay Nvitholut
a eeiîtiutiticn eof 1land, tlieixht, it pîrobable thevre imiglit bie a leud juite senie illere
notrtlieii W aterI.

Arraîgtitieîî% toi 6. As the ceiiiiantl ofl ue of the sprinig parties Iîad been :u'ranged for by
Cîiinî:îWrt~Spir,~S'Ecwa< BelchIer, lu tile perseui of' )1,r. \I'eiik ilîteuded giviiîg the'

Pal tI(".seconid te Mr. Sheilabear, and Iea I tlle thîî'c iii yscii, plirposîîng thecii, if possible,
t e reacli tflic sî~oî e iii lier Ninît et'urt i

Pre 7n'ou1  .' ipt o i Kciiet t hei h liast seiliier oelilt ci Iî'aviîîg, ha;îdett nie a letter
Miir el"i'î. Iligilig the iWes i tve N îsîtiiîg Peit, Lleepold, %w hli-I II litd aise (lQci(le( au

dciii.t- tieeiu'ew uhri iii' u'i ; a lud vol si leiig 1 bat th l ' Mari'yachtoen
tite beachi iii Unin i;a i %~wot îld lie cil f*utte I. fltliece' c' I dut eî'îîîîied au

ltuîliîîgni unîd hiii~It~lier' iti t Em (2ItII, und Ie''I'ih i ittcî eeitep!'
tiiîiity, aki) Ceîîsîdeî'iag it thI e hest place li. lier, os- 'he w ticiliesî likel. v îequire

und1I. thlire, vîi tlie lit tle su Site l\ al, kI îig oni a pr t' ' eieabo
the loî'the'îil Z-imot'esf nIiont Hit w ii Iler' Lui altumt sA Ceet :îiîcte hlmmî- ter
itîai'k. Nitlt 1îrole n i Ilii lier', uit ni oliv In Si' Johlni lltss" blt otite!'. Aictie
pai't us w lie hai d lit-(Ile plaoce ili 1451.

qteutg' tral k, et. 8 III tietCur' o'f!'i ui r1'i'uttîilu \l C ('ille onl th li' et<l.e tructtks iiieîîtioîîed liv
st Ofee' tlic untit'pi' is d on tmo milîîL t Il t \ IIpI tel td up vali' ev, i'eiiigli

lilihI a. i 'tr~seaii wI un 'îîîîî~ îd eli' t.tiiIg tit'l iii tUnionî BaY, whiîîî w e
lest ail tii'tler traces lbut thla reîiIîoIIîý OI' ut ltt'o(ýi pille :pair ; filiitg ietbirtg

furliet', i'cttit'ie< oun:i'
it,tli .%Wigtl"t. 9. 'i'" îioiong~ I tîtît \I î. M 'CerIiovi, t iut lie Cold le'uve thlit shit) lih IL
.Arraiig'îeeii, Igir
MIr. NI*i'trtlk 'C % if, six iiit'uî tin IVet lîuiv , lo lstuî in at lite saiu t iiuu ti uîeq tilit xIle

%\ itil i( ut't1tatitity (il provuiîîý i0I'4 w (1111( %\ isît t t uke it thle u olîtset u h iw,e
uts lc imid sai I iet'i' t hui seteN d'aIt the lîî' pl' hi t. vol t îteued toao' aiimy
ltîîiî. Short k\ lue CI~ e tae thîe 'equii'et i îtý, un, 1a I o l''e iv\ erIl tluig ttt hi' get

170 Algilr 0. n i fl iigeý l itlî ?-I . SI idil ict', econd iutster,
oui' Of' the tla'(Ittsîu'' l utt the ialtuil et, thte tIutuuii-ttip, I pitiUd I'ittii

lhec ' landî< ittliit UIintt l , ditîl lailieîl cltî"e te titi ', MII'ý , und co<ini-
pre'!pafl ii('it'ohiIs f'orî gel> itg iiei * Il leltal.

'l'lie Ma 'i tî 11I. \Vc t'a 1011 tiiglit frali il li îika'e wL hm plo's, two ice aticiirs, a
lfB't.-'khI undt al iittcli liock, cctidu't'iîj tItlat as sIte la.\ tit Iti' top of' aL seping
lîeacli, aud ilct tai (tiil' ligh-w atet' iii t ýw itlt lii' hIlote' sttiffi<ie'tt te <'et

lîi tier liait half h' letgtlt oNi' ttuit iltuîik, atîti t Ille tùhl lutild (It0 tItic''t Ail
tlic grear sue( hou N1iSl'Iut<ler i t'»ii!itI\Jttiunl îig ), ut jîlccu of' t'lluii c'il(',
unid aL s.iiiuIl attlici', tnutu 11 arîi i lîu'lî w ut l'iu oiE t Jîlr tIlle liatelles lvas

tlle pr'o' isieti, ('titsi'titlg (dt atit nuit' dttit 'ik ý Itili wv gct I nIt, uuîse lier
aIls1I, unîd prteadt t1(l lîtî cli d'l for. tltîN wUR ''uIli al ver \ clauiliî Stuite unîd g'al'

tiill'~ (< IL 1-111Uil1 qîtItîl itý Ofttr-' o<iIu ewwic~ anid tw ol i' t ît ee pieces
oi' oli pîar',. w ilti i iîîî'l lttn' asIllir
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12. The anchor I buried at low-water mark, passed the chain round her as a Getting the "arY-
necklace, and hooked on the luff, when, after clearing a great quantity of shingle
from under her bilge, hove tant, but, with all our efforts, she did not budge one
inch. However, determining not to be conquered, we had another examination
into the shingle under her port bilge and keel, when, on clearing away, found
she was hard frozen riglit fore and aft ; it was soon cleared ; wedges brought into
play; two rollers got under. lier; another trial, when, Io and behold ! thc other
arm of the anchor broke off. The ice anchors were then had recourse to, placed
in the very saine spot, well buried, and two or threc casks of sait provisions on
theni, and although wve got well down into the ice, directly the strain came on,
the anchors jumped fairly out of the groind, and I bega to fear we should
have to give it up until we got more strengtlh fromî the ship. We were only
four and one luff-tackle to launcli over a shingle beach a vessel of twelve tons
burthen, and doubled nearly up to the plank shear. The ship vas at least thrce
miles off, and knowing fil well that she could ill spare strength fron ticir
present occupation, I rcsolvcd on naking another attempt, and by bringing a new
auxiliary into play was succcssful.

13. On the starboard quarter of the " iMary " lay a large grounded picce of
ice, left, I suppose, by the last tide (the vessel was lyiig with ber stern to the
water); in the outer edge of this ice the two anchors were fixed; tlien a long
strap, made of a piece of spare rope, to wvhich the luff-tackle, as wvell as to the
necklace, w'as hooked, and on its fil one of the yacht's ramiers. The wedges
and rollers had becn before placed, we therefore set well taut, when, to nmy
delight, I found the anchors hold; so with all our weight and a good will w-e
started ber. Little as it vas, it vas quite enough ; therefore, after nuinerous fleets
and working steady, by mnidnight of' Tuesday she was iii the water. She leaked
a little, certainly ; however, provisions were put on board again, sailq were bent,
and we shoved off for Erebus antd Terror Bay, w'hich we reached about four Arriv ii Erebus n
o'clock on Wednîeday norning iii a hcavy snow'storn and strong breeze i8ti, aiguit.
froni N.N.W.

14. It was fortunate ve got in when w'e did, for before we could niake fast to strong winds.

the ship the wind increased so considerably, that had we beien blown of the
land, very probable so light as the vessel wvas, she would have gonc bodily to
leeward. The master inflormied me too that albnost all the timne 1 had been
away, just twenty-four houirs, it had been blowing hard, cither from N.V.
or S E. Vith us in Union Bay it appeared quite calin.

15. We arc now vorking hard to get the ship inito secure quarters, but 1ow eînploycd.

notwitlstanding all we had yet eut, she secmed as nuch exposed as ever, for
with the breezes blowing lately, the outer parts of our dock was constantly'
breaking up. It appeared as il' the bad weather had set iii for good, and we
werc expericneing some of the rigours of northern regions.

16. Mr. M'Cormiek was not able to get ready before Thhursday, in fhet it l9',usît "Irin
was bloving too liard ; whcn at seven o'clock iii the morning of that day, a sail
was scen in the ofiing stanuding iii tow'ards us. As she approached we could
plainly see it vas the '" Prince Albert," when at a quarter after ten Mr.
M'Cormnick left for his explorations in Wellington Channel, and just a quarter
of an hour' after, Mr. Kennedy, the conuamder of the new arrival, w'ith the
French lieutenant (Bellot ) had landed on the fie close to us.

1 7. Mr M'Cormick wvas provisioled for onte month, and as lie had rceived SeC Enurter
orders froml Sir EIward Belcher respecting the conduet of his explorations, I
had no directions to give himi, only frnishing hii in writing with a few
suggestions and intentions as to our ftuturc proceedings. 1-le expressed great
satisfaction with ibs fit-out when he left.

18. The " Prince Albert " wintered in Batty Bay, arriving there iii Septemn- Pirince' Albert."

ber 1851, shortly after w hich time bhe was driven on shore by the ice, only
getting off agali wIei it clased off, and by iaking much weight out. Ilowever, " int" s

when all was made snug again for the wintter, Mr. Kennedy on the 5th January
1852, with a party, started for Fury beach, reaching it on the 8th, when after Procjiiig%.
niakinig a small deposit of pnmmican (90 lbs.) returned to his vesscl by the 12tlh.
He found provisionis and coals at Fury beach.

19. On the 25th February, Mr. Kennedy again started with four ien, Mr.
ellot, the French liculenant, l(] live dogs. TravellingT soutlhward alongç

the coast, they came to an old camping place, (Lieut. Robinson's, of lic
Investigator,") arrived at Cape Garncy on the ist of April, the bottoni of

yN
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Brentford Bay on ý the 8th,- and found open passages among islanda (Bellot
Strait) leading through to the westward to Victoria Strait.

20. Now to describe their proccedings, &c., as near as possible, in Mr.
Kennedy's own words. In the channels the ice was open with a strong current,
quite as much as six knots, influenced greatly by the prevailing winds, and
apparently deep water; land on cither side precipitous, and much broken into
deep fiords. We got through into Victoria Strait on the 9th, and considered
ourselves in the vicinity of Cape Bird. The variation Mr. Bellot inade
130" W.

21. From this spot saw a western land distant fron twenty-five to tbirty
miles, which to the northward was apparently continuous round. to this. To
the S.W. evidently the sea. We made for this western land in a course varying
fïon N.N.W. to West, in consequence of the hunmocky ice, and did not reach
it until the 12th. It was very low, and might, so covered with snowi,be easily
taken for the floc, had we not dug for satisfiction. Travelling on about the
saie course, the land almost inperce)tibly rising, and snow lying very light
latterly, came to a table land twenty-five or thirty miles troni the coast; when
on the 20th after reaching the merilian of 100° W., turned to the north, and on
the 27th made the latitude 72° 53' N. We niow hore to the eastward, and
reached the coast in a bay about Prescott's Islands (of Sir J. Ross), kept now to
the northward, passed inside of Sheriard Head, across Back Bay, and saw the
land on the opposite shores of Ommanncy Inlet, walked on for Cape Walker
and reached it on the 4th May, wlen ce saw a large pile of rocks of trap
formation, but wlat we now consider to be the cairn erected by some of' Captain
Auî.tini's expedition.

22. We now proceeded for North Somerset over verv hummocky ice, and
fcached Limestone Island on the Sth ; found at Cape M'Clintock ic provisions
there deposited, and arrived at Port Leopold on the 15th Ma. Here wc
remaiied thirtecen days, to recruit not onlly oiirselves but tlv dogs, for lately we
lad nothing to feed the poor hi)utes on bluit Ieathier. Whenlte ice opening out
we were able to get on, iii the boat we had left lre pieviously, to within about
f'our miles off Elwin Bay, where the ice was again so close thaIt we wee obliged
to resume the muarch, and reacled the vessel in 3atty 3aY on the 30th of May.

23. I asked Mr. Kennedy how lie halid fixed lis posit ions, regulated his course,
&c., wheln he rcfirred le to the Firench officer wlio lias been Ilie navigator
throughout, anld as flr as I can sec and learn a most valuable coadjutor. They
ditfered a little in courses, &c.; but in main points agreced vcr well.

24. Such is the sketch Mr. Kennedy gave mne of their proeedings; dolubtless
Sminght have got it imlor'e fully in i but as 1 thoughit better to avoid
anything that might be coisidered like inteir1'irence, took tlie account in this
va v, altlhouglh ir. Kcnnedy was verv anxious to place himnsell' uindeir my orders.
This, Ihowever, I could not agree to, but gave lim fullY to uderstad tlat I
would render hîim everv assistan'ce I posqiluhN could, conisiruent with the condiuct
of ou' own expeditionl.

25. Thc " 1Prince Albet" only got out of wiitel qu a weck since,
passed witlin sight of' Por't Leopold, and stool over' to the nortlicrn siore, when
seeing us in this bay, came in. Ali appear to liave sutlced iiuch froin scurvy
and hard w oik, n10tw ithstan g which Mi. Kennedy preered a reqluest to me
înun mediatelyv on landing, and i beibr'e I got hi,; accoulit, ir a suflicient iuinumber of
men to iiake I) a Iboat's crew) as lie liad ((terliiiinel to r'eiîainî ont himself, if
possible, and e'mni'uplete that por'tion of the coast ý et udIs'oveed, in thie direction
of' the magnetic pole, andîl opposite shore ; and W bhich I cauunot but ielp conlsid'ering,
WiII bc' the oilv passage b wlil ither essels oi' hoits will get to Ihring's
Straits. Mr' Kennedy' rasonl fo' going orth oitead of solih aft.e getting
into Victoliin Struait, was iis iot beig 1wae of, :11m\ On1e linimg beei at Cape
Walker, lookig 011 it a a likelv place to get iifo'iation lihie the iistake
about the eairn.

26. This request of M'r. Kenedy's was ratlier a pîuzzling question Io decide
on, Onle I was not al ail prepared foi ; and Iaving before ie st il l an occurrence
similar ii a former' expedit ion, I as at ler at a loss how to ac. A s it requ1iied
soime consideration, irequestedl Mr'. Keniedy to give me in writing what lie
w'ished to do, the probability of its accomplishiment, also what lie required from
us f'or' its exceution. He tle eioie returned to his vessel, wuich war ow clo.se
into the floc, and the next morning he gave me the required let ter.

L1osurf. No- 1.



27. Mr. Kennedy did not enter so fully in this letter into his plans. as he, had
done to me iii the course of conversation before. However, taking into con-
sideration bis known capabilities for the work, the help of a good train of dogs
which he would take with him, his men well accustoned to the travelling, and
the assistance required froim us being so smnall, (though quite as nuch as I
could spare at the time), barely more than ship.room, with the bringing the
field of scarch to so narrow a space, decided me on giving him the required see mbuIr. No. 4.
assistance. I therefore sent him a letter, stating that I acceded to bis request.
Shortly after I received a reply, on the saine day, saying that his men were Ditno No.

unfit for work on the ice: however we were doing very well without theni, as
I began to see ouir cutting for the present would soon be over.

28. Mr. Kennxedy's intention was to sondc the "IPrince Albert" off for England
as soon as possible, himself and party, in all amounting to six men, leaving soon
after for Port Leopold, when on landing there to advance cachés of provision for
spring travelling as fîar as possible, expecting to reach the botton of Brentford
Bay; then return Lo Port Leopold, and cross to us to pass the winter, cither
on the ice or by boat, as cirtuistances permitted, leaving the " Mary" bchind.
Early in the spring of 1853 lie was to cross the ice again to Leopold, and coi-
mence his journey southward, with a very confident hope of getting back to
us quite in tine to go home by the first opportunity that might offer.

29. I now prepared a party to accompany this gentleman, and as it was likely B.ty fi ilir. Kt-

Mr. Bellot wouild return to England, I directed Mr. Aiston (mate) to hold ned.
himnself in readiness, not only to take the charge of our own men, but Lo assist
Mr. Kennedy in every way, and look on him as the head and leader of the
party.

30. I envied Mr. Kennedy the trip he was about to undertake, not only as
to clcaring up lte uncertainty of the inissing ones being in that direction, and
so contracting the space flor scarch, but proving, what in my own mind is clear,
and of which f have long had no doubt of, that in that direction is thie onil.y
passage to the Anerican continent tiat will ever be available, and which
ve have been so long looking for.

31. We vere now getting on gradually with our dock cutting, while the
Prince Albert's" people w'ere transflerring the stores, a list of' wihich appears

in Mr. Kennedy's lutter to me of' the 20th, to our hold. Although we had sw i'iin No. i.

advanced pretty far into the bay hy cutting, the ice was freqentily br'eaking
off in large' floe pieces, leaving us without a dock, and constantly fiulting np ouir
anchors. i lowever- I wv'ent on, still hoping we should shortly bc quite ir enîough e, c'tng.
for safety, as ail the ice inside the first point, of' the island was without a single
crack in it, or startcd in the least froni the land, notvitihtnding tlhe w intds
have beei blwing strong froi north and nor'th-west, w lit dlirty unpleasan t
snowv weatlier. On the' 23d I gave iii eutting anv mlore, delerring Le final
dock until tle ice brok l up tot the poin't, I hinking, from the befre-mntiLoned
circmnstance, that it wold nlot go anymî fiuthetr; but considering it \ery
probable that soine of tlose stronig gss o wind now so frequeit, assi>ted by
pressure of tile leal y pices of ice, often br'eak iiig off, might dr'iîe us ont to
sea, we prepard foi IL ly (ouible rieeing the topsails, and hoisting the boats Uit,
feeliiig confident that so lonî- as the young ice did not mnake we counll regai
ouir position or lold o o wn Nudetr canvas.

32. The " Prince Aibert" ail tiis tiiiie was lyitg close undier ouir stern, and ' Ogi t

making ail pr'eparations for 'leaviIg, wlen on M ondulay I got a letter ftroi Mr.

Kentedy, sa\vintg tihit le wz sor'r to Il heamst giu all idea of thee

dition he had plannel ihr. the fore, as his mlein had withdrawn, the ostensible S i"I"""( S "
reason beinltg, as lie aftertwards told iie, tlit thtey did iot tliik ouir imei coudi(I
perforn te journey-not even keep up in travelling. Under tiese eirciu tiiRu
stances Mr. letnney considered il better to give it up, and mnake tli best of
bis way home. As f oir otir imen iot. being able to) do the work was, I thin >k, a
misconiiception, l'or I w as per'fectlv satislied ltat tley wouid have got On1 as vell
as the othbers, aid were both ready antd willinîg to go. I think it a good 011)01 - Oi>ioisi.c

tunity loslt; suchIl ainotier ilayil not occtur. for the advantiges are so grreat iii
having prol an i P' LeopoM and Ji-'y beach, andft knowing tle greater
part, of the way, atnd wit h dogs into the bargain, it could not but be successful.
I should like suci ani opporttunity to bethrown in n way.

33. In reply to Mr. Kenteidy's letter I gave bim fhiirly my vicw on the No. End.me No.5.

subject, and r'equested himi to take the provisions he had put ou board cf us
02
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Provisions landed by for the use of his own men to his own vessel again, but instead of doing so lie
piaced QncLc". decided on landing it on the island, and placing it encaché, disposable for any

purpose required. I therefore promised to put them into the house about to be
built, when finished.

4th Auist,"' Prince 34. Mr. Kennedy decided on lcaving the next evening, therefore after having
got all his provisions on shore, completed an unsuccessful search of the island
and northern shores of the bay, then came on board to say good bye. When I
had handed to him all despatches left with me for transmission, together with
my letters to the Secretary of the Admiralty, they left us, and at 7-30 r.àt. the
" Prince Albert" made ail sail for old England, in a heavy snow storm, and
strong N.W. wind.

"Prince Alert" 35. Mr. Kennedy had intimated to me his intention of drowning his dogs when
leaves .er doss. he got to sea, rather than take them home; I begged that he vould leave them

here, as their having been trained by his own men, and spoken of so highly,
they would be of great service to us. He complied, and also left with his pro.
visions a gutta percha boat. He wished to have in exchange our dingey for
his second boat (a mahogany whale boat), but as she was our most usefuil one,
especially for running out warps, I declined. From Port Leopold lie brought
all letters left there by Sir James Ross, and Mr. Kennedy having visited that
place so lately, and finding the provisions in good condition, I have decided on
not going there this season.

cni>emoyed. 36. We were now busy cleaning up the ship, having donc nothing since
clearing ont the supplies for the squadron; consequently she was in rather a
dirty state fron the coal-dust. All our attention had been directed to getting
into a good berth for winter, which kept ail hands fill of activity cutting dock.
Material was also taken on shore for the house, vlen after selecting the site on
the south-east part of the island, in about the most sheltered place fron the
cold north winds ; the dimensions were iarked out, 30 x 60, and men began
digging for the main supports-rather a difdicult job, for the ground was frozen
hard a short depth from the surface.

State an ositioin of 37. lhle ice now appeared all fast inside a line fion the first point, of Beechcy
ile "" Island, within where the steep cliffs .recede froin the coast, across the bay to

about one mile iorth of Point Riley; and we were lying close up to the floe, fast
by ice anchors, with seven fathoms of water under the ship, and about a quarter
of a mile from the shore. Quantitics of the ice that had broken off came into
the bay again, which, with the young ice inaking and holding all together, it
forncd sonctinies a compact body aill round us; and considering the ship in
about as good a position as she could possibly be until the ice fully made, I
resolved not to defer the visit to Maxwell Bay any longer, or it miglht be pre-
vented altogether. One of the cutters wvas therefore prepared with one nonth's
provisions lor five men, Mr. Alston (mate, who voluînteered to take the place
of the sixth man and do his work), and niyself, when, after handing to Mr.

see Enclosure (i . T. C. Pullen (master) instructions relative to the care and duties of' the ship,
26til Antgiit, leave coir lit 2.30 of the afternoon of the 26th I shoved off with a good breeze fresh
M ·3a%. from N.N.E.
Gascoine inîkt. 38. We ran speedily across the hay towards Cape Rilcy, and at five minutes

after fir werc off Gascoine Inlet, which was quite clear of ice. Off Cape
Ricketts passed throughi a great quantity of sludge and brokei flou driving out
of Radstock Bay ; stood across for Point Eardley Wilmot, when about hal-
way the wiid, having freshîened up, with suchi a nasty lop of a sea, against which
we made so little headway and shipped so muuch water that i was compelled to

13ear nu nia run lxîe. bear up and run back for Gascoine Inlet, which, under the then existing circum-
stances, was the only safe landing, Itadstock Bay being full of ice and driving
icavily on the lceward shore. Entering the inilet much loose and heavy ice was

heating on the easteri shore for about two miles inside the point, with a strong
breeze blowing dead out, causing us both difliculty in getting in and landing:

Land an encainp. however, by 10.45 u.z. succeedlet, hauled the boat up above the high water
mark, and pitcheled our tent.

39. In clcaring the boat I saw directly what it was made lier, naturally so
buoyant, so log-like in rising to the sea. The men in stow ing her hati, instead
of letting the tarpaulin in the bottoni to place the provisions on, &c., lie flat,
turned it urp, naking a large and deep dish ; consclluenily, the watcr she shipped
could not escape to the well, and vas never wholly baled out. At all events,
before starting again, I decided on leaving part of' the provisions here till our



return'; and judging fron appearances, we were likely to have a detention,
perhaps for some tinie ; we got our suppers, a most welcome repast ; into our
blanket bags, and slept soundly for the remainder of the niglit.

40. It was blowing liard all this day, weather looking very dirty and rather 27th August.
too much sea on for a boat ; we, therefore, held on. A meridian ait. at the
point gave the latitude 74° 38' N., Cape Riley bearing N. 770 W., and the Position.

opposite high bluff point of the inilet N. 46° W. A very imdifferent set of sights
for time in the afternoon rade the longitude 91° 20' W., which places the point
farther west than the chart. In the meantime a hole was dug, provisions buried,
and boat loaded again; when, moderating towards night, the next morning we
shoved off, and on the evening of the 29th landed a short distance from the head 29th August
of Maxwell Bay.

41. As there was time to look round before dark, I walked to the hill rising
almost from where we landed, when I got on a soil of terraced land, and strolled
on the lowest step for about one mile further north, getting thereby a good view
round. The land all round the head of the bay had no break in it either to
indicate an open passage, or the possibility of a foot party travelling to a
northern water or Jones's Sound from this vicinity. The ice was not clear yet
from the upper part of' the bay, neither for some way down its eastern shores
within the islands, there being one more than shown in our charts ; the bay also
is not so wide. Finding this the state of things, I resolved on turning back for
the slip ; waiting, however, for the noon observation the next day, which I was sotli Augusi.

fortunite in getting, giving the latitude 74° 42' 7" N.; for time I was not so Position.
successful, as the fog was hanging about in heavy wreaths; but the single obser.
vation that I did get, bad as i considered it, gave 88° 44' 15" for longitude. It
contracted the head of the bay very nuch, but hardly more than it really
requires; and as a bearing of the castern point of Leopold Island cut very nearly
through the position, it cannot be far out. The variation I made 142 35' W.

42. We now shoved off on our return, pulled for the hcad of the bay, and Return to neechey
without seeing any cause for further detention, proceeded for Beechey Island. ""
Arrived at Gascoine Inlet on the 1st of Septemiber, took the provisions up, and
the next day got on board the ship, which, to my surprise, was lying at anchor
in seven fathoms water, a quarter of a mile off shore, and some distance further
in towards the head of the bay, all the ice having driven out, leaving clcar open
water. Froni Mr. Pullen, the master, I reccived a report of what had occurred see Endlosure (2 D.)

during ny absence.
43. lu this trip we were hardly on shore less than twice a day, besides the

time for bivouacking; also whencver we could get the chance for tracking
along the beach, sonetimes for hours, so that nothing escaped us ; and although
the visit to Maxwell Bay lias been unsuccessful in the main point, I think it will More circies ofstones.

suffice to clear up most effectually the conclusions arrived at by sonie, that the disco"red.

circles of stones found at Cape Rilcy werc placed by our missing countrymnen,
but arc to all intents and purposes tie renains of old Esquimaux encampmnents.
Tlhe first place I saw these remains was a mile or two to the westward of Cape
Herschel, where we landed (when going) for dinner, on a clean gravelly beach,
with lots of ice piled along at the high water mark, which, after sinrmounting, we
got on a slightly elevated terrace, backed up by high cliffs at tie depth of eighty
yards. On mny return the wind, after passing Cape Herschel, came against us,
and while the crew were tracking along this beach, I lad a good examination of
these stones,-no less than four circles all of a row, quite sinilar to those seen
at Cape Riley, and of very ancient date, for tlcy were noss covered, and some
deeply inibedded in the ground. Among them, too, I found several vertebrLo
and skulls of the white whale and seal. Further to the westward, but on the
saine beach, washing in with the tide (just then last quarter ebb), I saw the tail
of a white whale, which brought innediately to my recollection those picces of
skin picked up off Erebus and Terror Bay, by Sir E. Belcher's boat the evening
we were returning froni G ascoine Inlet, and which were pronounced to be portions
of a white whale.

44. At Cape Hurd I saw the cairn left by former visitors, also Sir Edward Cape Hurd

Belcher's notice ; I left one likewisc. Looking round, I caime upon no less thai
three circles of stones, just about the saie sizc and character as ail I have before
seen, but not quite so distinguishable, foi 1 dare say we should have passedt
themn on any other occasion ; at all events I sec no reason to alter the opinions
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I have before expressed as to what they were. I also saw at Cape Hurd the
marks of a tent, with several tins and a piece of stone bottle.

45. Animal life I cannot say that I saw plentiful; Maxwell Bay itself seemed
the most prolific as far as seals went, for they were swimming about in great
numbers. There was also a pretty good share of mollymoks. A small flock of
geese I saw, making all haste to the southward. Just as we were landing on a
small piece of floe ice, we found the remains of a freshly killed seal, doubtless
the work of Mr. Bruin; traces only of two were seen in the trip. I also got
sight of a walrus, the only one I have seen in these regions with the exception of
that on board the "Assistance."

46. Encamping one niglit at the head of a small bay at the west of Cape
Herschel, I found well up on the beach the root and stem of a fir tree, bleached
and rotten with age. Its extreme length was twenty feet four inches, and
circumference above the roots three feet six inches. It afforded us a most com.
fortable fire that night; a piece of it was brought on board.

47. Tracking along the beach to the west of Cape Herschel, and very nearly
to the eastern point of the small bay above inentioned, I saw extending from
a short distance off the beach, for about two miles towards the eastern shore, a
narrow belt of breakers. It was nearly low water at the time, with a moderate
breeze from S.W. We did not sec this going, the water then being quite snooth
and nearly the top of flood. What I took to be Cape Fellfott bore S. 68° E.,
which will place me on the spot from where I saw the breakers.

48. The weather during the trip was fine, considering the lateness of the sea-
son, with the exception of the one day detained at Gascoine Inlet, by a hard
blow from N.N.E., and too much sea for the boat. Snow and fog we had occa-
sionally, but never prevented our getting on. The mean range of the thermon-
meter was 29 6+ maximum, 43, minimum 22 x.

49. Mr. M'Cormick had not returned to the ship, and I found that the build-
ing of the house had progressed rapidly; but on cxamnining into the remainder
of' the means for its completion on so large scale as 60 x 30, found that material
was not in sufficient quantity. It was, therefore, redecel to 30 x 25, and the
carpenter soon lad as much of it up again as we could accomplish this season;
when the stores on shore, with what Mr. Kennedy had left were put in, and
snugly arranged for the prescnt tine.

50. Whilst the carpenter was about the house, the crew werc busy on board
with winter arrangements, and ail were anxiously awaitin g the freezing over of
the bay, for it was such an uncertain time that the dismantling could not be ftilly
etl'ected, as we knew not whether we may not yet he driven out to sea. It was
iny intention thit wv'hen the ice fully made, to take lier a short distance further
in for a final winter berth.

51. The winds still held frou the quarters between N. and N.W., strong
sometimes, with occasional heavy falls of snow completely covering the land with
its winter gar b ; and up to the 6th, the thernometer in the open air never lower
than 22.5 x, whilst the sea ranged between 27 and 29; however, there were no
signs of its freezing over in the bay, except in the sheltered parts of' shallow
water, distant from the influence of the sweeping tide, ruishing through bctween
the eastern part of Beechey Island and the main.

52. On the morning ofthe 7th of September the wind vas light froi E. and
E.S.E., with fine clear wcather; thermometer 21 in air, 24 in water. A loose
strean of ice, which lad cvidently been driving up the Barrow Strait, was lying
across the mouth of the bay, and along the southerni shores of' Becechy
Island, sweeping vell into the bay, and passing not very far outside of our
anchorage. On this our attention w.as fixed, w'hen at cight o'clock, to our great
surprise and delight, a sail was descried in the onling, whichî, on being announced,
ran like wildfire through the ship. Al werc soon ou deck, with, fron cvery
tongue, " Where is the craft?"

53. Various were the conjectures as to who she w'as,-one thing certain, sic was
none of our own squadron, for she was coming fron a wrong direction, when,-lo
and behold! a long dark murky pendant strcamcd out ahcad, and we saw that
she had at ail cvcnts a steam power in requisition, -at the samne time was a brig-
antine. She macle her nunber, wî'hen, after sone little delay, we found in
Marryatt's Signal Books that it was4 no otle" :han the "l Isabel," which was fit-
ting out about the amc tirne as our'selves, for a search in Behring's Straits. As



to whxo could be her commander was a, matter of conjecture, for we all knew of
Mr., Beatson's misfortunes before we left England; but, wearing no pendant but
a smoke one, al. were satisfied that she sailed under no Queen's commission;
therefore, one other of the private expeditions sent forth b y a woman's devoted-
ness,-which unhappily, like the public ones, have as yet all proved unsuccessful
in the main cause.

54. At 10 she got in, passed close to, and anchored half a cable's length
N.N.E. of us, with our boat, which had been manned in readiness, on board,
and soon returning, bringing her commander and sundry packages, when
I had the pleasure of welcoming in these regions Commander lnglefield. Comnmader Inglefleld.

Altbough I had never seen him before, it was a most welcome and delightful
occurrence, and I am sure was expressed in the countenance of all onboard, who
were on deck to receive the new coners.

55. We were soon brimful of intelligence, and, although not of success in the
grand object, certainly of the most pleasing kind, showing again the advantage
of steam in these regions, together with what can be done by it, coupled with
energy and a good season; which Captain Inglefield bas certainly made the
most of. He informed me that he left England on the loth of July, was towed
out, and a good start given him by one of our steamers; and was at Uppernavik
on the 20th of August, having visited Holsteinberg on his way up.

56. He passed through Melville Bay without difficulty; had been into Wol-
stenholme Sound; examined the cairns there; visited Whale Sound, Smith's
Sound, and Jones's Sound; and examined the coast most satisfactorily and
closely, without finding the smallest traces of Franklin. On bis return to No tracLs,

England, lie should look along the western shores of Baffin's Bay and Davis'
Strait; and proving successful in meeting one of the Arctic squadron, should
Icave this eveing; therefore, begged we would get all letters and dispatches
ready as soon as possible.

57. This was the account Captain Ingleflield gave me; and althougli feeling
a certain disappointment at his not having been successful in finding traces, yet
there was much for gratification, that so inuch had been donc by one' of our own
glorious profession, and a brother office.r too. He gave me a tracing for Sir E. sec trncing.

Belcher, whercin is marked his track, and everything worthy of notice, which
lias put a very different feature on the coast-line of the upper part of Baffin's
Bay, hitherto appearing in our charts; also added greatly to our geographical
knowledge, let alone crossing the threshold of further research or discovery.

58. Mr. Abernethy, the well-known ice-master, was with Captain Inglefield,
and talking over witli him the subject of the cairn, &c. reported as having been
scen in Jones's Sound, it was soon clcared up. They have been further up that
sound than any vessel previons ; and one day, Abernethy being in the crow's
nest, reported that he could sec a cairn on shore; a boat was immediately CArns,
despatched to an island on the northen shore, 1st of Septemnber. when, what had
appearcd at a distance like dtcairn, on a ncarer approach turned out to be nothing
more than a pile or heap of rocks, thrown together by some natural convulsion,
or other unknown cause.

59. This, when I cone to consider the circuinstances alluded to, gives me no
reason to alter the opinion I formed on reading the letter of Mr. Francis Lee,
dated 14th June, 1851, from which, I should certainly say, the ship wvas in Lan-
caster Sound, entering it froni the northward and passing close along shore
they in the boat saw sonething sinilar, and at once pronounced it a cairn. The
man from whon the report was taken was in the " Prince Albert," and neither
Mr. Kennedy nor any one cise put much faith in his veracity at any time.
Again, the supposition of a communication by water between Jones's Sound and
Baring Bay, which I believe arose fio this an's story, Messrs. Stewart and
Sutherlald have settled; bowever, Mr. M'Cormick, the surgeon of this ship,
will efflectually set it at rest. I an mnost anxiously looking foi his return, more
particularly as it would have been most gratifying to conniunicate to their Lord-
ships the result of bis search. Mr. Sutherland was with Captain Inglefield,
and expressed surprise that an expedition should have been sent to Baring Bay.
He considered it entircly useless.

60. I hardly know what to think of the missing ships, for we have now been
so frequently baflied in the search, with not even a record found, that I feel

greatly inclned to place faith in what was scen on the ice on the batiks of New
foundland tfi have been theni. But the immense piece of ice spoken of, again
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renders it rather improbable, for I can hardly think such a quantity could get
whole so far south. It is true, the estimate of size may have been greatly
enlarged. Look at it in whatever light you choose, there was a great want of
humanity in the parties in not attempting to ascertain the true character; and
such as could hardly be expected of a sailor or any one else.

61. Captain Inglefield lias opened out, I consider, a much more likely passage
to the Pole, or into what is called the Polar Basin, although I cannot say I put
inucli faith in the theory. Again, if possibly northerly, a better opening to a
route to Bhering's Straits. But I shall ever hold to my opinion, formed in 1849,
that it will only bc by a southern passage that you dil approach the American
coast,-some of those passages fron Lancaster Sound or Barrow Straits, and it
must bc by siall vessels, for in all cases of Aretic navigation they are much
better adapted: no vessel ouglit to le of greater draft than eiglit feet; they
would then keep off the ground if driving, and rise better in a nip.

62. All were now busy getting letters ready for England ; while the " Isabel"
was preparing for the completion of her further exaninations and homeward
voyage. Captain Inglefield was on shore, searching and looking into the improve-
ments of Beechey Island; first and foremost among which was Northumberland
House, not yet finished certainly, but when so I hope will be worthy of its naine.
Amongst the many things Captain Inglefield offered for our use were two
travelling stoves, supplied to him from Woolwich Dockyard, for which the
master gave himn a receipt ; also some of the northernvoyages, and a few hydro-
graphical instruments. Provisions he also would have given us, but we were so
liberally supplied, that I felt we really did not want thcm.

63. On Wednesday morning Captain Inglefield conpleted an unsuccessful
search of Beechey Island ; came on board to say good bye; and at 2 A.M., all
our letters being fnished, among which there was one for their Lordships, and
duplicates of all Sir E. Belcher had left, the originals having gone in the " Albert,"
lie wished us good luck, and procceded to his vessel. Steam being nicarly up,
lie got under weigh, when at 3h. 15m. she nade sail to a inoderate E.S.E. breeze,
and stood out of the bay with beautiftl clear weather and our hearty good
wishes.

64. Again were we once more alone, after a short and so unexpected a visit.
It was like a ray of glorious sunshine ; and fromn letters and papers received from
our island home, a happy assurance that we were not only held ever in
remembrance, and earnestly prayed for by fond and loving hearts, but had the
anxieties and sympathies of our country with us.

65. This is indeedc cheering, more particularly so when we still have that best
and powerful help which lias hitherto protected us in the hour of peril and
difficulty. It is mnost mercifid in His all-wise dispensation, that we know not
yet what is before us, but who can fear or doubt under such a merciful
guardianship.

66. Disappointed as I was at the " Isabel's" short stay, I could not but be
pleased when she disappeared round Cape Riley, for the season being so far
advanced, I felt that the sooner she was out of Lancaster Sound the better;
particularly as they purposed visiting the western shores of Baflin's Bay, &c. It
is truc that the season lias been a very open one, but it is impossible to*calculate
on the movements of ice, or say when all navigation in these seas will cease for
the time. Captain Inglefield was equally anxious to get away, as well as about
bis future procecdings; and in justicc, I think, lie has donc great things. I
trust lie will get safe home, and meet that appreciation and reward bis exertions
have well earned. Tie ice-niaster, Abernethy, said lie had never seen such an
open season in, the whole course of his experience ?

67. tt 8 .M., the weatlier still continuiiig fine, with tenperature in the air
standing at 21.5 -4 , and sea yet high 29, with no ice in the bav, and wind froni
E.N.E., thir for Wellington Channel, I decided on sending a boat away at
once, for' the purpose of' carrying into execution the completion of Sir E.
Belchcr's orders, instead of waiting until the ice made, as I.Lhad originally
intended doing it by sledge. It would also be the means of asccrtaining what
caused the detention of Mr. M'Cormick (surgeon), for I was really beginningto feel anxious about him. A boat was therefore equipped, not only wvith
provisions for ber crew, but, a qualntity for deposit; wlen at, thrce o'clwck she
shovcd off in charge of Mr. Sliellabear, the second master, to whon I gave
written instructions for his guidance. The wind being fresh when he left, it



took the boat smartly up to the narrow passage, between Beechey Island and
the main, and into Union Bay.

68. At 8 P.m. a boat was seen coming from the northward under sail, and Mr.m<cormicre.
shortly after Mr. M'Cormick arrived on board the ship, all well, having commu- t""-

nicated with Mr. Shellabear off Cape Spencer, and leaving him under all sail,
steering north with a favourable breeze, so that I anticipate his return soon.

69. The doctor's trip had been quite unsuccessful, both as to finding any Resuit of Mr. m'cor-
traces, or a communication with Jones's Sound, through by Baring Bay. In mick R trip,

fact lie fully confirmned what both Messrs. Stewart and Sutherland had before
stated, that the land is continuous all round; and further that there is no hope
of lcading a party by land castward from that vicinity. The furthest north Mr.
M'Cormick had been was Point Hogarth, and that by partly travelling. He left
the ship on Thursday, and the Monday following reached Baring Bay, having
met with inuch detention fron the ice ; however, as I had appointed Cape
Osborne the limit of Mr. Shellabear's journey, I hope to sec hun back in less Espectation.
than a week, the time I had calculated on for performing the work, and the
period for which he was victualled ; besides two cases of bread (112lbs.), and
two cases of penmican (74lbs.) for depôts.

70. On the 11 th a hawk was seen hovering about the ship, and frequently mrds depating, ou,
attempted to aliglit on the topmast heads; the plumage was a dead white, with September.

black spots; before a gun could be procured the bird was off, in fact following
the example shown by all the feathered tribe, who were fast leaving these
inhospitable regions. Oecasionally we got sight of a few stray burgomasters
(young ones), molemoks, and young dovekies, nov a pretty speckled black and
white plumage. A small seal was seen playing amongst the ice to-day along
the beach, the only onc we have scen for a long time; however, lie soon disap-
peared. The last one we saw on the 19th.

71. Monday 13th, Mr. Shellabear returnea, aîaving only partially effected the
object for which lie went, in consequence of the rapid formation of the young ice
in the shoal water, extending iii many places sone distance off shore, as well as
the sheltered spots, the particulars of which appear in his journal of proceedings. see in Enelosure E.

72. All hands were now on board, much to my satisfaction; the preparations
for winter therefore went on rapidly. The housing was fitted and tried, and the
quarter-deck portion kept up, thcrcby kept off a deal of snow which had fallen
lately most plentitàlUy. The Sylvester was lighted on the 1Ith, the first time
since it was tried, more for the purpose of giving the ship a thorougli drying
before the frost made, for all along the side mach damp appeared to have
accumulated.

73. Since the " Isabel " had left, muci ice lad formed iii the bay, together ice in tise bay.
with what lias driven in with south and S.E. winds, it lias frequently been
covered, and apparently so connected, that we have often supposed that it was
fast for a full due ; but north and N.W. winds, with the current or tide through
the opening between the island and the main, would soon drive it out again,
cast or west winds keeping it in, but shifting fromn one side of the bay to the
other, and packing up; so that at such tinies no communication could be held
with the shore, to the detriment of our poor dogs. IL also kept me in a continued
state of apprehension, for there was every chance that a strong wind from N.W.
or iiorth, and the ice of any thickness, we should be driven out with it;
consequently all the sea gear was kept hent, and riidder shipped.

74. I considered that we were qiute far enough in the bay for all safetV, and
having good holding grouind (a stiff white mud or marl), which bas becn well
tried, feared not tiat the harvest winds alone would start us ; it would only be
when accompaniced with ldriving ice that our position would be critical.

75. As we mnay expect the north and N.W. winds to be the strongest, I anti-
cipate no evil from any other quarter ; and, although the mouth of the bay is
very wide and open to south and S.E., yet I believe we do not get thein strong
or to last fioi those quarters. However, my own opinion as to this place for a
winter harbour is very imuel against it, paýrticularly such a draft as ours is. My
filrst impression ivas not ii its favour: I would prefer Gascoine Inlet.

76. i lad begun a sirv of tie bay, an, although i emlibraced Veey oppor-
tunity that the ever-varying changes of the weather would allow, it got on very o"i7 ° c.

slowly ; levertheless, iL led us over ground which otherwise miglht not have beei
visited. Tl'he oflicers, too, in their wanderings, as weil as the men, when on
shore, were stict]y eijoined to keep their eyes about thein, so that there was
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very little chance f anything escaping that might at all lead to aw certain clue
for tracking up the nissing ones.

September 1852. 77. On the morning of the 14th, as I was pulling for the N.E. corner of 'the
bay, saw ou approaching it that, from thence towards Cape Riley, the whole of
the shore was lined with heavy ice, lately driven in by southerly winds, wich
obliged me to steer more for the northern shore, and along it to reach the desired
spot. When on the summit of the high land, a little more easterly than in the
middle of the northern shore, overlooking the entrance of the bay, and marked

ca.. in the chart Upper Cairn, saw what I took for two bears, which on a nearer
approach I perceived to be two large stones,.or piles of stones, showing very dis.
tmctly in contrast with the snow. I thought little of the circumstance at the
time, consequently went on to where I wished to land, and walked along the
eastern coast towards Cape Riley, occasionally taking angles for fixing coast-
line, and erecting snall piles of stones that I may recover the spot again if
required. Returning and passing over nearly the saine ground, came upon a
small pile of stones, with several pieces of well-bleached small line about it,

September 1852. which I considered to be a surveying-station similar to what I had been putting
up myself, and close to one of thei. It was turned over and examined most
minutely, but nothing further was found.

Retuni to the ship. 78. Returning to the ship, we again passed the stonies before seen, when, on
taking a long look with a telescope, saw that they were, the upper one 'in
particular, regular built cairns, but, as it w'as getting late, I did not visit them,
f ully determining on giving them a full and scarching investigation to-morrow.

Proceed ta the ctirni. 79. After breakfast on the morning of the 15th I proceeded to the northern
shores of the bay with three oflicers and a boat's crew, the necessary implements
for digging, and, landing under the bill on which the piles were situated, the
ascent was commenced. Passing along the edge of a deep ravine full of snow,
which lay on our left, in twenty minutes we gained the brow, when the objects
yesterday scen fully displayed their structure.

80. The nearest and lowest one was nearly on the edge of the steepest pàrt
of the hill, and consisted of three or four large slabs of limestone, so built upa8
to leave a space right through the two end stones, with a large slab on top. he
furthest and larger one was more up the hill, 170 feet distant from the lower one,
in a N.E. direction; and so sanguine was I of their having been built by
Franklin's people, that I most confidently expected that we should have most
certainly found a record of some sort.

81. The upper cairn was the first to which ny attention was directed. It
vas conposed of large slabs of liimestone placed on end and filled in with small

stuff (gravel) to a height of about four feet, thus forming a good solid structure,
with no appearance indicative of age or dccay, or that there had been anything
more in it-for instance, a pole in the centre. Pulling it down, ail seemed fresh,
with nothing to show that it had stood any very great length of time ; but
alas! like all other efforts, disappointment was our reward, when, after digging

Un.uccessfu wain. as far down as possible and over a good space. not a vestige, not a relic, was to
be found of those who placed it there. We next attacked the lower one, and
met with the like success. I therefore descended the hili, and, wishing to go
into Union Bay, passed through the narrow channel aiong several large berg
pieces of ice aground there; vleni, after getting a station up and fixed on the

.turn tu.ahp. northern shore of the bay, returned to the ship.
82. Talking over the subject of the cairns with the master, which I had built

up again, le observed that it night be possible that half-way between the two
Plan for further search. there might be something found ; so I purposed going once more and examine

in that particular spot.
83. 16th September.-This norning I took a larger party with me, and on

getting to the cairns began digging half-way betwreen the two, and kept on over
a space of 10 8 feet, until we got down to the rock and ice, without detecting

Unsuccesfulagam. the leamt sign of any niemorial or remains of anythig. The cairns themselves
were again taken down, dug all round once more with the like success, when I
gave it up as a bad job ; built all up again, and returned to the ship.

Remtarks, &c. 84. This was certainly au out-of-the-way place for leaving a record, but it
nay possibly be the spot where Adan Beck, Sir John Ross's interpreter, found

the p ole with a piece of tin in it, and which he lost. Where le lost it must be
on the shores of Union Bay, for as Sir John says in his evidence that he saw the
tin with his glass while standing on the north shores of Union Bay, Beck then
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being noti more than a-quarter of a mile froin him. ý So from this circumstance
1 imagine thát Beck was coming along the shores of the bay from the eastward,
and perhaps from these cairns.

85. In Commander Phillips's evidence, where lie went to examine the spot, lie
says: " We ascended a height of seven, eight, or nine hundred feet, I think, of
"C almost precipitous cliffs, overlooking the entrance to the bay in which, no doubt,
« the ' Erebus' and ' Terror' wintered; exarnined careffully, but found nothing."
-He says nothing about building the cairns up again.
. 86, Although the ascent to these cairns I visited was very steep, yet I should
not call it a chlff. It overlooks the entrance to Erebus and terror Bay certainly,
and the upper crirn is 710 feet above the low.water mark. They are more than
two miles from where the " Felix" must have been lying in Union Bay, and
about the saie distance from the graves. The question then is, eau this be the
hill on which Beck found the tin and pole, and did lie build th- two cairns? At
all events, I shall sweep the whole of the northern shores of the two bays, and
endeavour to find the piece of metal.

87. On the 22d, Union Bay was full of ice, having been driven in with the
N.W. and northerly winds; however, it looked all set fast for good, but in very
irregular masses; notwithstanding which, I walked some distance on it. Welling-
ton Channel, too, seen from the top of Beechey Island, quite across to the
western shores, and north as far as could be seen, was also closed.

88. The weather lately has strongly indicated a final close to the season; for weatler, Ec.
with the thermometer falling, snow covering the ground, and dark and gloomy
weather, keep us all anxiously looking for the ice making, that we -might get our
winter housing over and everything snug. The month of September, too, was
drawing to a close, with a fair prospect of nothing to disturb the plea urable
ènticipation of a confortable winter. Still there is a certain anxiety which I
cannot entirely get rid off, for of late the south and S.E. winds have brought
into the bay some leavy masses of old ice, which was driven on us sometimes
with great force, which does not tend to dispel my unfavourable impressions of
this place as a winter quarters.

89. On the morning of the 25th, the wind was blowing in heavy squalls from
N.N.E., when the ice inside of us, which of late appeared to be fast, but not
strong enougli to bear, was breaking up and clearing out of the bay.

At noon it grcw moderate, and the sky clcared; yet the snow was drifting in
thick clouds off the higli lands. Now outside, a line to where we were lying
across to the eastern shores of the bay well inside Cape Riley was open, as well
as the straits as far as the eye coidd reach; and having lately meditated on the
probability of any casks, &c. we inight set afloat from this ever reaching Baffin's See Printed E

Bay and being picked up, I decided on trying it. One was therefore prepared;
three documents printed on board the ship by a private press; when at one
o'clock a boat was sent to the entrance of the bay with the cask and tw' bottles, Buttie and c

each containing a paper, and they were all coinnitted to the deep, with a good printed notic

fair wind, ebb tide, and clear sea to start with on their voyage. They were soon
but of siglit, at all events. In the evening the wind was liglit, and beautifully
clear weather, with the stars shining brightly. The wind being N.W., was fair for
our small craft. The thermometer at midnight lower than we have yet had it,
standing at 14+.

90. For the next two days pancake ice would form in the bay when calm or
the wind was light,, but as usual, northerly vinds would set it in motion and
soon break it up. Noon of the 27th all the castern part of the bay, and well
out to sea was clear of ice; the winds moderate from E.N.E. temperature of
both sea, and air the sane, 30 x. At six in the evening the wind was from
E.S.E., and large quantities of' ice were seen outside, driving to the westward.
At midnight much of it came into the body, and would strike the ship very
heavily as it came in contact.

91. Early this iorning the wind began to veer round to the S.E. occasionally 28th Ste-n
blowing fresh, and the ice increasing both in quantity and weight that was now
driving into the bay, making the old ship feel it as it caime against lier. How-
ever at 3 A.M. it imoderated, and the ice was apparently stationary; at 4 the
thermometer was 25, barometer 29.36, and the sea still at a high temperature,
the glass standing 30×<. At 8 the bay was completely covered with ice, aro
out to seaward as far as the eye could reach, with heavy hummocky masses,
decidedly not of a very recent formation. Until 6 in the evening everything
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was still, when on the wind breezing up from S.E. by E., set it again in motion,
and piling up in great heaps around us, and so continuing until 8 'r.t., when the
wind falling to a moderate breeze, the ice once more became stationary. The
weather at this time being clear, a moderate brecze, and barometer pretty steady,
rising since midnight of the 27th, I felt under no apprehension, thinking under
such circuinstances that no gale was brewing ; and judging from former
experience that all this ice would drive out of the bay again with the first
northerly wind, and with the thermuonieter standiug so high both in air and sea.
How soon, thougli, was I deceived, for at 10.30 it came on to blow liard, a gale
in a moment (8) from S.E.; and notwithstanding the ice was packed up pretty
plentifully, and pieces fron seven to eight feet thick passing, and crowding on
most ominously, the ship rode very easily, and there appeared no very great
strain on the cable. At 10.45 there came on such a quick succession of heavy
squalls, with larger bodies of ice passing so close on cither side, that I really
began to feel apprehensive for our safety; the cable stretched out like au iron
bar, the lighter ice lifting on it and parting, whilst the heavier stuff closed in
about the bows, adding greatly to the strain, so I expected soon to sec it part.
To veer I felt would not be very prudent, as it would give the ice such
additional impetus, that we coutld never bring up again ; to let go another
anchor I considered to be equally fruitless, for the chances were very much
against its finding the bottom, and as our ground tackle vas good and the
botton a stiff white clay or marl, our best chance would b to hold on;
particularly as the bay was now full, the ice close up to all the shores, so that
its drift might receive some check. -Iowever, at 10h. 50m. the gale inîcrcased
so much that the B.B. was let go ; but, as I anticipated, there it hay on the
white and glistening surface (the moon ivas shining brightly) as if in nockery
of our efforts. Wc could do no more, all knew we lad an eneniy to contend
with that no human efforts could check; we were indeed powerless.

92. The anchor was in seven fathons, when at 11 the ship began to drive,
and soon shoaled to four-and-a-half fathons, with the ice in motion; but I
thouglit not quite so rapidly, althoigh the wind lad not abated one jot, yet it
pressed hcavy on us, and we couldI do nothing to raise the ship, or averting
whatever fate awaited us. Al the men were on deck without any sunnnons,
calmily and silently watching the course of events, antd I think all fit we were
in the hands of a mercifltd God, wlo often before has extended to us Hlis pro-
tection. At 11.20 that eventfuil moment arrived, the ship took the ground
astern, the ice iimmnîediately forcing her head round to the N.E., as if she hat
been on a pivot under lier hce, and niearly over on ber bean ends ; wrenching
the radder, which was choked, into splinters about the sheave iole, antd broadside
to, or nearly, on the top of a shoal patch ; and I should say about a quarter of
a mile fron where we liad been lying. Tihis brought the wind on the beam;
and the ice still runnig, I filly expected to sec it cither comîing up over the
side or forcing its way thlrough the )OttOimi. It was a m1iost anxious moment,
and with the gale now blowing 9 from S.E, thermoneter standing at 20+, the
cold was much felt, as noue of us in thehurrv of circuinstances were too well
clad, and obliged to hold on while in sucli a I)osition.

93. 1lih. 50ni. we now consider it ncarly high water, and the tide I expect
slacking, causeI the ice to case off a little andi allowed the ship to rise, so that
about midnight she was nearly on an even keel. The well was sounided directly
and fountd all right, the ice-quarternasters sounded round the ship, wlhilst the
ien hove up the B.B. still lying alongside, and a tuut strmin on the S.B., well
out and broad on the beain, or to the soutlhward. The gale lad niot abated,
still 9 in strengtlh with heavy squalls, and snow. The depth of wiater close to
the ship was as follows :-13ft. 6in. on starboard bow, 14 fect on starboard
gangway, and 13ft. 3in. on starboard quarter; 11 fet only on port bow, 12 feet
on port gangway, and the sane on the quarter.

94. After the anchors were secured, a quantity of' provisions was got up, and
placed all rcady for handing into the boats in the event of our having to leave
the ship ; as froi the appearance of lie wcather, it was certain the gale had not
yet donc, and there was no knowing what uight happen. As the tide fell the
ship went over on her port broadsid to a heel of degrees at low water; we
were therefore obliged to get life lines up, anid hatten t lhe decks to carry on
our work.

95. Such a position as this throughout the greatest part of the twenty-four
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hours, with à low temperature, and not unlikely to continue for a long Arctié
winter, was certainly no pleasant prospect to look forward to, notwithstanding
which the men worked with a good will and alacrity ; all, I think, confidently
hoping, in which hope I cannot say I was free from myself, however hard it xope,, &o.
might be to accomplish with our small complement, that we should yet be able
to get the ship off. None doubted but that a north or north-west w'ind,
certainly to be expected, would blow all this ice out of the bay, and perhaps
help us, but certain to icave open water, and should the young ice make before
we could heave off, that we could easily manage. Every preparation was
therefore begun by getting the more weighty provisions up for landing, as to
lighten the ship would be actually necessary, for the draft of water wlien afloat
was 14ft. 9in., just fifteen inches more than the deepest water wc have yet found
under the ship; and as the tides are now taking off, it will ouly be at the next
springs that ve can hope to inove her.

96. All were now busy clearing the holds and getting provisions on deck for 29th Sept.
landing, when we sec clearly the road, for there was so much snow falling, and
driving with the heavy continued squalls, that it was not until nine o'clock, in a
lull, that an attempt could be made. Onle thing in our fivour was, that ti ice was
stationary, and we were a little more (only) than a thousand feet from the
shore; a party was therefore sent to explore, but returned with such a dis-
couraging report, that I considered it too dangerous to risk either the men or
loss of stores, to attempt it; for the ice in so many places was separated by
wide fissures, partially filled in with slIdge, and covered with drift snow, to
appearance compact, deceiving some to their cost-together with a very
hummnocky road: it was deferred to a more fitting opportunity. -Iowever, this
did not prevent our sounding, and finding the deepest water ahead, and enougli
within a dozen feet of the stern, to float her at high water: preparations were
begun for heaving off, as well as getting provisions out of the holds for landing;
consequently all hands were fully employed. At 11 the weather cleared a
little, and we saw Iying in the entrance of the bay a large iceberg, besides
several smaller ones, which I doubt not have greatly aided in pressing the ice in.

97. At noon the wind was south, 8 in strength, with the thermometer 26 in
the air, 29 in the water. The chain pumps lad been rigged, and directly the
ship righted again, tried ; but happily she lad not made a single drop of water.
The main deck ports werc all barred and caulked in, and everything well sccured
for any contingencies. A 1.15 it was high water, and sounding round the ship
we got it different from what we lad last night. It is very probable, tien, the
ice might have caused the mistake. Now we get 12 feet on the starboard
bow, 13 feet on port bow, 12.6 on starboard gangway, and 12.3 on port gang-
way. As the ice now about the bow was loose and sludgery, we love a stran
on the starboard cable, but it had no efbet on tie ship, the anchor coning home
as she fell with the tide. At 2 the ice in the bay, about a quarter of a mile to
the eastward, was seen driving to the southward, forming a narrow lane or pool
of open water. This could only bc caused by the current or tide coming
through the channel between Beechey Island and the main, for the vind vas
still blowing hard fron S.S.E. (8), however at 4 it moderated to 7. At 6.30
it was low water, and the least depth we got was 6 feet on the port bow, 6ft. 9inm.
on portgangway, 7ft. 6in. on quarter, St. Siin. starboard quarter, 6ft. gin. starboard
bow, and 8 feet on gaingway. At 10 the gale was up again to 9, with heavy
snow ; happily tie ice was stationary, wlen, at imidnigiht it fell once more.

98. The gale broke very early this morning, anid at 1 o'clock, it being the "'"fny,

highest water, 12 feet 6 inches the depth, we had another leave on the larboard, Gale Itreak

but without any success. At 2 ti strenugth of the vind was 4, still from S.S.E.,
wlhen, at daylight, the opening between the ice appcared close, at least the
fissures filled in witl sludge and drift snow, so liard frozen as to bear ; and,
knowing that we could do nothing towards moving the ship until lightened, a
party was sent to explore the route ; whose report being somewhat unfavourable,
we lad the suspicious-looking spots bridged over with plank, and we conuenced Lniding St

landing stores, &c.
99. The dogs now came into play, and real good seivice they donc us, par- Dogs Very

ticularly those Mr. Kennedy, of the " Prince Albert," left, for thley were not
only wve1l trained, but had got their education from men whose method of
managing was known to the men I had with me in our long residence in the
Hudson's Bay territory. What we should have donc without them, I hardly
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khow; and'I am confident.thaï 1 am not speakingout of bouhds when.-I:say
that that team of dogs (four) was superior to six men in thii particular-;- and,
with the addition of the best one of the Disco dogs, have gone comfortably
along with the sanie weight that I have seen eight men labouring at. I feel
sadly at a loss how to feed themn, for now we get neither birds, seal, nor bear. I
would strongly reconimend in future expeditions that a quantity of greaveà
should be brought from England for their use; and twelve dogs would not-be
too manv.

October 1852. 100. On this service we were constantly employed until the afternoon of the
Sth, with the exception of the intervening Sunday, and one day that it-blew so
hard, and thick falling snow driving so heavily, that we could not sec our road;
besides running the risk of losing some of our stores. After all, we had only
taken out of the ship, including provisions, stores, firewood, &c., thirty-five tons,
for the road was so abominably bad, and the men frequently getting in, that I

Seo EnclosureNo.1.G. was often on the point of running the risk of leaving them alongside; however,
it was fortunately effected without loss or injury, and a document left with
them ; and, considering it quite sufficient, particularly as there was yet a pro-
bability of being driven out, we began on other matters requiring immediate

Danp condition uf the attention. The first was the damp state of the ship, for the port side, right fore
ship. and aft, was covered with ice; and the men were complaining of its being so

cold, that they could not sleep during the time they bd for rest, in fact that
side of the deck was barely habitable, so great was the damp. The Sylvester
stove had been in daily use lately, but from the inclination of the ship to port,
no warm air would pass through the tubes to that side, consequently the
starboard side got it all, showing a difference at least of thirty-six degrees on
either side of the ship, sometimes more, a tropical cliniate on one, and an arctic
on the other. Dampness, i knew, would be occasioned, but still, not to such
an extent, or so soon ; but directly its commencement was detected, which was
on the Sth, I directed the master to set the armourer to work as soon as he
could be spared from assisting in landing the stores, and place the small stoves
in such a position that the heat from them might counteract, in a great measure,
the ill effects likely to ensue from this icy formation.

Means taken to rernedy 101. It was not until the lth that this necessary work could be accomplished,
"- and carried out in the following manner by three of Nott's patent stoves: one

was placed in the fore cabin (now gun room), another before the range of cabins
on main deck (port side) and abreast of main hatchway, and the third abaft
the sick bay bulkhead, all connected by fumnels leading the whole length of the
port side of the main deck, and elbowmîg off to a small hatchway, a little abaft
the mainmast, and up through the awning. A day or two after, on walking
round the ship for the express purpose of examining into the differencè of the

Improveiwnn fil t condition, acconpanied by the master and the sur eon, we found it so greatly
condition ofs hip. iniproved, that the men were again able to occupy tiat side.
Purchases rove, &c. 102. The purchases were all got ready and rove on the 11 th. The first was

the stream; the anchor was carried out ahead and buried in the ice, therefore
was soon frozen in, about twicc the ship's length to N.E. by E. (true); the cable
was brought into the starboard bower hawsehole, to tic windlass, with the
double purchase on. The remainder of the stream chain was passed round the
ship for a necklace, and to it at the stem a 16-inch double block and seized.
About ten feet within the streain anchor a large toggle vas placed in the ice
with a chain strap round it, to which was attached two 17-inch single blocks,
and one of our own top blocks. A 4-inch hawser (whole line) was rove, the
standing part to the necklace, and the fall led in through the port hawsehole,
thence aft to the capstan. The blocks we got froni the " M'Lellan" whaler;
little thinking at the time wre should so soon have to make use of them. The
lower yards and topmasts wcrc housed to-day.

10:3. I felt very anxious to go about over tic ice to examine into its state, and
perhaps be better able to form an opinion on the position we were in, and tic likely
chances of getting off this îwinter. This I could not effect until the 30th of
Scptember, and then only by a view from the shore, the ice was in so many
places separated by wide fissures, and occasionally blowing in heavy gusts.
Accompanied by the master, 1 got on shore abreast tlie ship, and walked along
the eastern shores of Beechey Island, to the nortiern part of the bay ; and,
although we couid not sec much of its outer boundary, had a good view well
across to the eastern shores, and saw quite sufficient to convince us, that, how-
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ever bad-our :present position wkas,it' mightr have been' iùch' worse. The bay,'
with the exception of< that on' spot'of Ôpen 'vater left clear by the ice driviig
out yesterday, now about one mile in length, and certainly not more thanthree
hundred feet in breadth, is covered over vith. old broken-up heavy masses, and
fbrced up into humnocks fromn ten to twelve feet in height, with occasionally
single berg-pieces, at least twenty feet above the surface. I felt most thankful
for having been so close in before driving, for I an confident had we been only half
à cable further to the eastward, we should have had this heavy ice to contend
with, driven sooner, and now in all probability lying a helpless wreck amongst
it. It would have been impossible to have resisted its pressure; and it would
either have gone over us or through us, after bringing up at the head of the bay,
whose whole northern shore exhibits it lying heap upon heap, thrown upon evch
other in inextricable confusion. Close along the eastern shore of Beechey
Island; in the bend formed by the long, low, and narrow eastern point, is a good
extent of smooth floe, wbere we miglit possibly have lain snug; but the difficulty
would then have been in getting out again, against which I had been so cautioned.
Besides, I am not certain of there being, even there, sufficient depth of water; and
if my memory serves me right, about that spot the ice was very humnocky when
we. came into the bay. Proceeding on to the ridge, and looking into Union
Bay,,to my astonishnent found it all clear of ice, when it vas only a fcw days
ago that I was walking on it.

104. On the 5th of October I walked to the summit, and over the top of
Beechey Island. From the N.W. part I, saw the Wellington Channel was closed
up, excepting a:few lanes of water here and there; the ice was very hurnmocky
indeed. The land to the westward, Cornwallis Island, was distinctly visible
but thickly covered with snow. Union Bay was covered with a thick coat of
new made ice, inside a line from Cape Spencer, to a short distance west of the
" Resolute's" cairn on Beechey Island. Froin the southern part of the island we
got a good view of Barrow Straits, exhibiting a considerable portion of it quite
open; in fact, all the ice was driving ; a continuation of the present wind, N.XW.,
it will soon be clear; somewhat stronger, it would soon drive out of the bay.
The lane of open water to the eastward of us, which opened out some few days
ago, extended like a river quite to the edge of the ice, joining the open water in
the strait.

105. On the 6th the wind was still light fron north and N.W., and the ice at
the mouth of the bay appeared to be easing off ; but young ice was making in
the lane of open water, and every other spot inside the inouth of the bay.

106. The fist heave we got on the purchases was on the noon of the
13th. The tides had been gradually getting up, and we had been pre-
paring lately and looking anxiously for the highest, which wc now found
m general was in the afternoon of the second day after the change. On
the 13th, at noon, it was high water, the greatest depth being thirteen feet,
the purchases then were only hove a taut strain, and we continued blowing the
ice up and clearing it away froi about the bows as fast as possible; but it was
a long ànd tedious process, for it froze fast, nearly as quick as wc loosened it;
so much sludge remaining adding greatly to the rapidity of the young ice
forming, and all gluing together again. The thermometer, too, for the last two
or three days had ranged between 7+ and 6. However, if we could only move
the ship three or four feet ahead with our first efforts, I should consider our
getting off certain before the winter finally set in, and by the end of this
month; if we cannot do it then, we shall certainly be fixed for the season.

107. This afternoon the stream chain being taut, suddenly broke. On
examining into the defect,' found one of the links not well welded, but I think
the cold causing contraction was the principal agent.

108. On the inorning of the 14th, at twenty minutes after inidnight, the tide
was higlier than we have yet liad it ; so the people being all ready, and charges
placed, we hove tant, and blew up, conpltely shiattering and loosening the ice
about the bows, through which we might have hove the vessel for at Ilest eight
feet on end, but there was not water enough to lift her, or ease our efforts. On
its beginning tofall, sent the men to their beds again. On the afternoon of this
same day there was a higher tidé, which we had expected,-prepared for, were
ready, and made every effort, but it was equally fruitless,-we could not move
the ship, notwithstanding ,there was more water than we had before. The
following were the several depths: fourteen feet eight inches on each bow,
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thirteen feet eight inches on starboard gangway, thirteen feet two inches on port
gangway, and thirteen fect ten ilches by sternposts ; the least water, therefore,
amidslips.

Diieuy la keepng 109. The tides were now taking off, and finding fron the low tenperature so
much difficulty in kceping open wîater, I very nuch fear we shall not get off till

Plans fur further exer- the spring of next year ; but as I could not think of yet giving up, or as long
tion- as we could -work on the ice, I determîined on trying what we could do with the

saws and parbuckles, in an attempt to clear out a dock ; although I knew it
would freeze over again, yet we night get clear of this licavy ice lyiug directly
in our way, neasuring fron seven to cight feet in thickness ; anid we could more
easily break out the thin ice, and keep the water elcar, when the next higli tide
drew on, which was on the 9th. Should our efforts then be ineffectual, we must
give it up for the season.

Thickness of ice, 110. Some of the floe-picces about the ship werc very heavy, one on the port
quarter, and aiother astern, measured fifteen and twenty feet in thickness. The
one on the quarter is vcry close to, and I think preveited our driving further
on the shoal.

Ml open water in nay 111. On the l2th of October cvery spot of open water in the bay was hard
froen. frozen over, and walking on the ice towards the castern shores, I caine upon that

portion scen iopen from the ship and top of Beechey Island, extending fron the
'Ift smooth floe, how northern shores into Barrow Straits, just like a river ; it was now a hard and
fored. solid floc, formxed of new made ice, with a surface flat and even, and nearly a

uniforni breadthî quite out to sea, showing distinctly the line of tides through
the channel between Beechey Island and the main, fron Wellington Strait. On
either side of this smooth flou the ice was piled up ini heavy and irregular
masses ; and continuing the w'alk on towards the strait, found commencing frorn
abreast the first point of the island N.E. of Northumberland House, from one-
half to a cable's lengtli off, and out to seaward thrown together such an accu-

lfaUVy ic. mulation of heavy berg-pieccs and inînmnocks, formed by the piling of the
crushed ice, fron twenty to fifity fecet above the sm'flace level, that would have
been certain destruction to anythinîg amongst it. Treimendous indeed must have
been the pressure all along and close home to the whole southern shores of the
island ; it looks as if throvn into endless confusion.

112. Nearly at the extreie part of the smooth floe, fully three miles fron the
head of the bay, lies mucli flat ice broken up into snall and ieatly shaped slabs,
as if rcady preparcd to take their places in the construction of one of those fairy
palaces we read of in thte Arabian Nights, mixed up and lying about anong a
quantity of saill stuif, like the chippings and refuse in a stonemason's yard; all
caused by the mighty crush.

113. From where these heavy masses coummenced was only a little outside of
where we drove frorn ; aid if we had only taken a berth in a position suggested
as being quite a safe one--for instance, two or three ship's lengths insid1e the line
from Cape Riley to Beechey Hcad-the unfortunate " North Star" would have
now beent under some of those heavy masses on the S.E. shores of the island.
The ice inside of where we no-w are, and1 at other parts of the bay, altihougli
heavy enough to ruin a ship, is nothing compared to what, it is hiere; and however
unpleasant our present position is, andi may be throughout the winter, ve have
much cause to be thankful. We came here witlh high hopes, never expecting
sucli an occurrence likely to befall us, considerinîg the chief thing to guard
against was getting too far in ; and all that we shulid have to do after the ice
imade, would bec to cut Up to our anchor and pick it up. lixperience truly is
dearly bought. a

Coujectures. 114. It is very possible that the missing voyagers may have met vith a like
mishap, probably, too, of more serious consequence. At all events, it is a
subject of very grave conjecture ; and I have mine, which will appear bye-
and-by.

Commence uawing. 115. It was oni the 14tli tiat we coumiencetd with the saws ; and althouglI
continuing steadily at the work, our efforts were so continually foiled in tte
attempt to open a space Of water andl keep it so, that however reluctatnt I ight

Difficully in keeping be to (esist, the tie was not far ofF whcn there would be no choice. Th'eUpeIl wI*Ier. thermonmeter kcepmng at a low tenperature, work, in consequcnce of the rapid
freezing, had to he frequently gone over again. Doubts, too, were intruding, of
whether our strength at suci a time was sufficient; for a crew of forty-one men,
including officers, is indeed a very small complenient for such a heavy ship (550



tons) at the best of times in these regions ; but when placcd in such a position Slow ovperation.
as we now unfortuiately are, the want of strength is sadly feit ; although I feel
confident that thrce times the imunrber would find it a hard bjob, and costantly
at it, to clear a dock out, and keep it open, to have us off and into it by the
next tide, the 29th.

116. We first began sawing in the morning close under the bows ; and on the
same evening had not cut and pairb>uckled out more than would cover an arca of
twelve feet by ten, wIhCn we caime upon such a heavy mass of old floc, thirty
feet by forty over, and seven and eight fect in thickness, and grounding at low
water, that the saws would iake but little impression on it. Finding such the
case, and that the ice outside in the sane Une was very much thinner, the triangles
were removed ; and, notwithstanding more progress was made, the water froze
nearly as fast as it wvas opened, greatly accelerated by the sludge and small stuff,
which could never be effiectually cleared out, the attempt occupying more time
than the sawing.

117. However, to make one more effort for moving the ship I placed all the Anutrr.

strength in another part, where, could wve clear the irc out, the probability of
starting ber was very great in our favour. Once eflectcd, however snmall, we
might possibly licave lier at the required timte into the aforcmentioned spot,
which theli hcavy floe-pieces prevented our accomplishing in a direct lne.

118. This new place was on the starboard side ofthe ship, where the ice was of a li what poitiol-

uniform thickness although heavy ; but from the very circumstance of its being
broken and open close to the ship, caused by her rising and falling with the tide,
the work would not be so hcavy ; the S.B. anchor was also in a very good
position. We therefore conmnenced on the 18th close ait on the starboard side,
about ten feet from the ship, cutting in a Une so as to open a space to pass
close on the starboard side of the large floe-piece; then, by keeping a little to
port, and once and a half more lier length to the castward, the place would be
gained, naking the whole distance to be accomplished threc times the whole
lengtl of the ship. (Sec diagram.)

'RUE '

0t Ditigrain.

The dottedl linie, first dock ; a, hecavy floc piece. Thle dlark line, the second aer-ce to Diagramn.
cuts, onlly partially effeccted ; A A, purichase blocks and streamn anichor ; B,
position of 8.B. anichor ; D)D toggiles ihor m t-edtackles.

119. Althoughi the dliffierence in d1epthl of' uater in the new cut for abouit :uscc.
twelve feet brioadIsidle off was but slight, still it wvas the great object to get
clear of the heavy floe-piece; we therefore set-to wvith a will, an;d laboutred
incessantly uintil thie 29th (the day of thle hlighest tidle) ; and having onlly got a
little b)ef'ore the b)ow, wvith the space we had alreadffy openled frozenl over solid,
and necarly as thick as whnvii we began, with loose andl largeý pieces amilontt it
that hald beeni forced fromn underci thie mlain ice by the tide, was stlficient pr1oof' of,
the inlutility of mlaking anly furither attemipts towardIs g1ettingi the ,Ihip afl>at thlis
season. I therefoire gave in, feelinig it mlore imlperative on1 mle to dIo so, a,; the1
work in such weathecr was beinn otell on the mlenl; thir feet wvere frequen1cltly
getting(b wet ; and thiere nlot being suiflicient timle, fromi dhe period of' leaving- off
work to commiiencinig again thc nlext dlay, to dIry thecir single pair of' clotlh boot,,
I ordered thec second pair to bec issuted ; althouigh none compilainied, it couild be
plainily.seenl that mnany were lookinig fagdand jaded. The saws were laid
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oside, and our sole attention was directed to endeavour to kcep the ship on an
even keel; for tis constant rising and falling with the tide, as she hitherto has
been doing, would soon make her quite uninhabitable ; for, notwithstanding the
heat froi the small stoves had in the first instance aneliorated the condition, it
was now, as the season advanced, found to be getting as bad as ever. The
winter housing we had now all over, having worked at it with four men at the
saine time they were sawing outside.

Thotgits about the 120. To keep the ship on an even keel, shoring naturally first occurred to me,
but a monent's reflection told me at once that it would niot do here ; for, with
the ice rising and fiîllinig, they would soon be displaced, and down would come
the ship, with evcry probability of never rising again. It then caie to my
recollection the scores of times, when enployed under Captain (now Admiral)
Owen in the survey of the Bay of Fundy, I had, in the tenders, laid high and
dry alongsides of wharves in docks, &c., without doing just more than give a
heel in ; the idea strnek me that, could such a thing bc built here, it would
answer to keep the ship up. One difference vas, that we vere large, they werc
small; however, I was determuined on trying it, for to lie with a heavy list for
eight months at the lcast would niever do, and the greatest difficulty I felt would
be getting a solid foundation to build on.

step' ror bettering it. 121. Tl'o effect all this, I first purposed filling the water casks, and placing
them a certain distance, say twenty feet from the port side of the ship, and when
the contents froze as well as themselves to the ice (by means of poured watcr),
build upon the intervening space until such a weight was accunulated that no
tides would float the mass, and finally a wall, against which the ship might lay
without the fear of lier weiglt breaking it down, even if assisted by stormy
winds.

122. This work was carried on at the saine tinie as the sawing; every piece of
ice taken out was broken up and thrown in on the port side of the slip, much
of which fell under the bilge, but ivas gradually growing up. For the first tide
or tvo. lier weilt crushed all down, but so slowly that I apprehend no danmage
has been sustained ; wlen, being about to get the casks out, found we werc gain-

Oin, and laving worked to such good purpose, that on the eveninhg of the seconîd
day, at low wvater sie vas eld up two degrees from the extrene liel (25k
degrees), consequently I did not consider it niecessary now to use the casks.

Su.ctss attend us. 123. In another way, too, wc appeared to have derived benefit from the piling,
for by filling the vacant space left by the ship, the ice lad acted as a w'edge,
and somewhat forced ber to starboard, for the soundings there were more reguular,
and a trifle deeper. 1'his vas indeed good news, and we went to work with
reniewed vigour, when finally we got her up to only 7:1 degrees of heel by Saturday,
the 30th October. This I considered quite up enough, and took no further steps
to lessei it; but a strong breeze coming on the saime day gave the wall a good
trial. It ý ielded a little, for she went over to 9J degrees; the piling in coisequence
was renewed for a time, wher the vind again fIling, the slip canie back to the
71 degrees.

oui aUiK-a 12 1. I now looked upoi the outside work as completed, the ship safe, and
certainly in as snug a position as we could possibly expect uinder existing circiui-
stanîces ; her condition, too, inside was imuproving. All gear was therefore unrove
(umast lead tackles, which had been got up in hiopes they might possibly Ielp to
keep her up, but were never used witl any strain), and we were congratulating
ourselves on the completion of' a rmost toilsomne job, for this seasoi at any rate.

Ninbe, 1 tu r125. We lad been rather premature in our feicitations, for at low water on
go :tu 'rk uIged the morning of the Sth of November, she wias oily hceling 5-1 degrees.

sN, a nothiig lad been goîing on latelv, nor lad there bceei any northerly
winds of' suficient strengtlh to núiflucice the position in any way, I could
only conclude that it w as caused by the rapid forumation of the ice on the port
side ; and iavinig no baik on the starboard side, we muight be forced over before
we were an are of it, with no helping ourselves. Thle men were therefore set to
w'ork once more, anid to build a m all of ice ou the starboard side.

Cnd" . °"""%I 126. This eumployed us pretty constantly uitil the afternoon of the third of
Decelmber, the only ilIterrLuption>I beinmg callsed by the gales and wlien unitslippiig
therudder. Ee i with the win blowing moderately (with the thermometer at
so lo% a temperature) it woI(d drive us on board.

127. The leaviest gale during this latter work conmmnenced on the evening of
the )tlh o November from S. by E. (7), and incrcasing to (10), continuing
throughout for eiglt-anîd-forty hours, acconipanied with sucli heavy gusts that
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I really apprehended serious consequences, with the high tides coming on too.
What they would be it was impossible to say ; all we knew was, that wc could
not help ourselves. Happily, however, the wall on the port side stood firm, and
when the gale moderated we went to work again. This is now the second trial
we have had of the stability of our work.

128. On the 12th of November we got close by the stern post of a depth of Deepest %Vfter
13ft. loin., which is the most water we have yet had, and one inch more than
she drcw when we left Chathan for Deptford to take in the provisions. So even if
we could possibly have got open water, I do not think we could have hove off
without lightening more.

129. During the tides in the middle of November, the ice about the stern lith to lsth Noveim-

and rudder worked so much that, niotwithstanding' the carpenter's representation her.
against cutting it off where sprung or shattered, J deterinied to have it done,
for it was the only way in which we could unship it ; and one morning, finding
that it had been raised a couple of inches in the gudgeons, preparations were
forthwith commenced by clcaring away the ice about it ; wc then cut through ,s' 1 u, rudîr.
the shattered part, and, not without much trouble, finally got it up on the ice.
It certainly was a relief to me, for I no more cither felt or heard that hcavy
grinding and surging that had for two days been going on about the stern.

130. It may le asked, why was not the rudder unshippcd before. A sufficient
reason is given, I think, at paragraph 73 ; and to be driven on shore as we were
was never contemplated, wý'hcn a depth of water sufficient was not to be had.
Nevertheless, it was tried on the 28th of October, but unsuccessftdly ; and
rather than cut it off, from the carpenter saying that it would add grcatly to the
time requisite to repair it, I let it remain ; but when it began to work so, and if
allowed to continue, cause injury, I had no alternative. As it was, it was a
heavy job, what with clearing away the ice ; and only the second day could we
get the second part up and placed on the ice astern. It most certainly w'as a
good job accomplished, for such an imuense body must lighten the ship's draft
somewhat, particularly from the extreme point, and whcre we want depth.

1:31. What could induce those who budit it to placC such an immense sheave Diînienions crthe
in it I cannot imagine; if strength -was required (which appears to have been ic or.
the consideration) that rendered it nugatory, for it was there that it went -when iemi to ,ces ioit.
the ship took the ground. It takes no small hole for a metal sheave of'seventeen Dglieter "f shae"vi

inches in diameter and thrce and a quarter inches thick. A snall hole large ickte or S.es,
enouîgh to take the pennant is all that is required, for it is only wanted to lift 3I.
the tudder out of the gudgeons, the lead and liel tackles then do the work, pissh.
and preciouis heavy work it was for us, for quite as uicli Strenth, and nearly
as iuîch time was taken up in unshipping it and getting it across our stern, as
ii cuitting a small dock.

132. Thus have we entered on another month, and the last one of 1852. Our Deeibcr 1ss2.

work, I dare say, might have been sooner accomplished but for the many inter-
rilptions by wind. At those tinies it was so bitter cold that no one could stand
it, vhich, with the ,1hortness of daylight hours (having lost the suu cntirely on
the I t-th of Noveniber), wvas not in famvour of the spcedy acconiplishient of such
work as it vas ; for having broken up ail the lnînnocks close about us, we had
o inake a wider circuit for mnaterial for building the walls about the ship.

1-owever, the third day of this ionth saw it completed, and so effectually, by
taking advantage of the tide, that a comuplete dock is forimed. It bas beeln a
tine of great anxiety, and whcn she at first crushed the wall on flic port side
downi so completely, I really began to doubt of our being able to accomplislh it
effctuially ; but now it is such satisfhetion to think that after the many trials
the structure bas had by heavy bireezes, it las stood up bravely, we may hope
for a degree of quietness and freedom for a spell fron anxiety.

1:3.3. As the last of the November tides drew on, she hecled to starboard one
degree, remaining in that position so long in spite of tlie increase of water inider
lier, tlhat I was getting apprehenis e as to t lie cause ; but a strong' soutl-Cister
coinug ou about the flil of the moon (26th), helped lier up, and before the tide
lad donc, she got back to the old position of half a degrce to por t .

1:.1. The interior condition of the slip was now in quite as good a state as
we could expect fron our position, but occasionally the S> 1vester W ould not ict
on the starlboard side, and it becane ratler cold. Tlc heat would go along in
the joint towards the slip's side for about three feet, and then stop, iuiil somne-
times in the evening it -would make au effort, and get up the pipes along the
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side for a short time. We puzzled our brains as to the caute, but could not
renedy it for sonie time ; at last I thought it possible that some of the hot-air
tubing was danaged, which, without tearing down the casing, could not be
ascertained. At length the bulk-head was taken down, the casing opened, and
sure enlough therc was a defect iii the tube, for at one of the joints it was so
open that ail the lieat escaped into the coal-bunkers. This inust have been
donc when the ship fell over on first taking; however, it was soon put to rights,
and all went on fairly again.

Interieo arrangements. 135. On the main deck (our berth deck) a few alterations have been made,
which have most decidedly proved very beneficial. In the bows of the ship
everything was thickly coated over with ice, and at first efforts were made to
shaw it out with the hîanginîg stoves, but it kept the place in such a constant
state of lumuidity that it was given up, and cvery week the accunulated stuff
scraped off and passed outside. In fact, the sick bay, and that part of the
ship forward of a Une right across abaft the foremost port, was a complete ice-
house. This was shut out entircly from the men by the crection of a bulk-head
across the deck, as far aift as the after part of the galley-range; so that only the
fires werc seen froni abaft. The bins amnidships were taken down, and their
after bulk-head rcmnoved, and placed close to the forecomiings of the main hatch-
way, thus bmringing to view all the sioke-funnel of the Sylvester, which ran
alonîg under the upper deck to the fore part of what was the fore hatchway, when
it passed up through the deck. By this wc lost none of the lieat fromn the
smoke funnel, wlerc it was required. The bulk-lheads of these bins extended
fron deck to deck.

136. Every superfluous article was banished to the lower deck, where cach
iman was allotted pegs on vhich to hang his clotlies, boots, bats, &c., which lie
could not put into lis chest; tierefore, the main deck was frce of everything
likely to injure health ; plenîty of room to walk about, (wien exercise could not
be taken on deck or outside,) and a frce circulation of fi·esh air. Ii fact, no ship
could be better adapted for wintering iii these regions than the "North Star," which
I think the state of healthu of the crew up to tlis timne vill fully prove, notwith-
standing the trying and heavy w ork they have had to go through. Plenty of
air, plenty of roomt to imiove about iii, and keep the principal deck elear, clean,
and comfortable, are great objects to be attained. Unlfortunately she is not so
good for navigating tiese seas, although as luly a slhip under canvas and in
narrow waters as any 1 have ever been in ; but wlîen you come to tracking, it is
indeccd laborious work, with so fcw hands anffd lier beavy draft. I would thie
prefer the smnall craft. Of' both classes we nmay now fairly speak fromt downright
experience, and w ith the larger more to come yet ; when I think about it I
soimetimcs fear we sha1llhardly accomplisih what we have yet before us.

Winids <iuring th! 137. Tlic iids bctý' cen the 29t h of Decemiîber have ben between E. S. E. and
S.S.E. sonctimes blowing very freshi ; but throughout the whole mîonth fron
south round bv east to west, they have been pretty firly distributed. The
preceding miontls, firht, No\ eiuber, from S. to S.E., bas been the prevailing
quarter, the strongest from S.S.E. 8. Fronm N.W., a day and a half only, and
It liglt. October, N.W. wiiis for the grcatest number of (a> s, strength iever
exceedingr 3. 'lie S.S.E. wind was agai the stroigest, but not of long dura-
tionî; 8 was the 1bre, and ilsted only liali a day. The briceeze conunenced at
S. E. lIo we\er, it was lot a w iiiy ionth. Septber, the disastrous month,-
N.W'. we hlad the grcatest nonuber of days ; but the strongest S.E. and S.S.E.
Winids fron quarter hIet wv'eeii west aid southi, we got imut rarely; however, what
we do get I thinik arc local, influencedc by the higli lands about us.

Anim 1ii and bi d 138. The first foxes werc seei on the 26th of Octolber, and one was caughit
tliat nighit; altogetier up t tte end I the yar, tw enlty-thrcc have beenî taken in
traps, cighîteen of vlicl were males. They were all white with one exception, a
bile fox. Of birds since the ice came in, ptarmiganu only have been seen, and
ciglt siot by the ofiers. iy-the-bye one was killel by one of' the dogs.
Tiere is about the ain, e solitary raven, seen occasionally.

liienraLur,, &., 139. hle ielui temperature for Septeiber was +28.8 ; maximîumn 31.5
minimum 1 +. October, mcalin 13.1 + ; maimumiî 29+ ; miinum ).5. No-
vember, mean 3.12-, mximii>umn 16+; miniuu 21. December, iîean 23.7,
mnaxiiiuiii 8 + ; miiiimum .36.

Jainuir> isa. 140. Christnis day passed over w ithi us quieLly and comfortabiy, and the new
year was uslhered iii with a musical grceting; the imen paradfiîng about the decks,
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exchanging the usual compliments. Althougli we have had neither plays nor
masquerades to enliven the dull monotony of an Arctic winter,yet every one appears
happy and comfortable, and getting on very well together. We certainly have
had enough to do and think of; different indeed from the usual employnents in
winter of former northern voyages. Thank God, by His blessing, up to the end Good health.
of this month, unusual good health has been oui share.

141. To the end of the mionth there appears to have been no more in tre ice Ice.
sufficient to effect the ship's position; more than that, I think she is raised up
a little abaft, by the ice forming under her counter. At a distance of ten feet
from the bows, and all round, the ice is pressed up very much, and she lays as if
in a complete basin. Several timtes we have liad to clear away these piles. The Eixploycd.
first time was on the two last days of Decemnber, when the thermoneter ranged at
the tiie fron 35 to 29. Fortunately there was no wind, and during the two
day's no one suffered ; ail fully satisfied that our clothing was enough to resist clotiing.
such cold, even greater, which we soon after had an opportunity of trying; for
on the 5th and 6th of January, we were obliged to repeat the work witi the
thermonmeter ranging betwecn 49 and 44. In faet, I do not think any one has
becn seriously frostbitten or even hardly touched.

One of the men in the beginning of' ctober was persuaded b3 sorme. knowing
fellows that his cheek was touched, and letting thein rub it, they slid it so
efflectually as to take the skin off.

142. Hardly a day has passed but some of the oflicers have been out, and Ecice.

walked at least a mile, and irequently round the island. The men invariably
are s.ent out on Sunday, weather permitting, and other days whcn nothing was
doing on board. As a proof of the goodness of the clothing and what a man can
(o in these regions in winter wh1en well protected, I give one instance.

143. On Nev Year's Day three of the men, petty officers, went for a walk R"i"ting tu Clothiag.

about ten o'clock; as it was blowing strong at the time, 6 fron E.S.E., snow
driý ing and thermometer varying from 30 to 27, I certainly thought they would
not go far; but as they liad iot returned by dinner time, I felt very uneasy.
However, at 12.30 they got on board ail safe, having walked from the ship along
the soutlher'n shores of the island to its S.W. point, whcre they ascecnded to the
sumniit, (no inconsiderable tug,') passed over the top, and descended again by the
gully on the castern side, and at the back of the graves. I certainly expected
soine of thei would have been frostbitten ; but no ; tie only inconvenience they
say they felt, was the hard work gettinr along arainst the wiiid. Twio had on
the scalskin dresses, the other only duck over-ails and frock. Ail had the cloth
boot; rather an unwieldy thing to travel in certainly, aithough ail the officers now
walk about iii thcm. It is a most coiifortable thing for standing about in, and
we found it particularly so when working on tie ice.

144. Tie sehool was comminîoeed on the 30th of Noveiber, and although we Scihool, &c.
have niot Iad a stroing nuster ofi pupils, tiiose attending have improved in 1cading,
writing, and arithmetic. On tie Sunday evenings in January, we began -cading
Cîmni ing's A pocaly'ptic Lect.îurs. The fi'st evening there were but few aud·tcrs;
hovever, the next lime nearly ail the men werc present, anti certaimly secmied
deeply interested.

115. Frost we cannot mianage to kcep out entirely, and lately we have been Vrost, imposi4be tu,

obliged to keep the Sylv-ester stove going ail night, cauising a greater consumption kcep ""
of coals than otlher.w ise w'ould have been requisite. In flct, from the vely position
in, whuich the sbi) has been placed, we have had more nîced of fires. Tle bows
inside have always beenm thickly to'tted witi ice since Oetober, the storerooms
ani lockers likewise, and muany of the preserved pi'visiolns, &c. on openiig have
been (bund (uite firozeni.

146. Our pool' dogs I hiardly kniow hIov to fed, for when ail hie bread-dust Doge, difnncuîty in.

is golne, (wiieh was first given the on the Ist )ecebcer',) we shal feel at a
loss whIat to give next. Bear or seal wc have o clan'e of' getting now; and as
thcy have aheady (onie us good strice, I trust we shall nlot lose them, for thcy
wili be inmaluable in tie work wC have beibroe us. On thie 10th of' the month
the bread.dust was ail goe, and Iaving sucli a good supply of flour, I ordered
a cask to be openled an(d a daily issue of' hall a pound each ; and as soon as pos-
sible to get a Cask of wlhale blhubber îout of the bouse (wlere it lay buried deeply
in [le sniw) ihr t heir use. A cask was opened for thei before, but they would
hardly toucl it.

147. On the 15th of Janmur I was enabled to visit Cape Riley, by taking visit to cnpe alley.
Q 3



126

Work on the ice gnin.

Digging for traces,
record-,, &c.

Brewing.
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wVinds lor the month.

February 1853.

advantage of a calm day. From its vicinity I had a good view of the ice in
Barrow Strait. It was greatly piled up, and travelling over it would have been
heavy work. Just on the point, the ice had accumnulatel and risen up to a very
great height. The course from the ship to the point was very tortuous,-passing
round to avoid so much hummocky stuff, making the distance quite one quarter
more than it rcally is; however, the walking was not so bad, as the slow was
hard packed by the late gales.

148. On the 24th wve were under the necessity of turning out again to work
on the ice, for it had so forced up under the bows that it was quite necessary to
removc it. The thermoneter was ranging from 34° to 39°, but no onc seened
to feel the cold.

149. For some time I hadi determined on having a most searching examination
into every spot on shore at all disturbed, or where it would be natural to suppose
traces of any sort might be found or documents deposited, if' any left ; not that
I for an instant doubted its not having been done effectually by both Captain
Austin and Sir Edward Belcher, but rather that it woild be a further satisfac-
tion to every ne that no ciideavour hitiad been neglected to clear up the fate of
the two ships. Therefore it was commenced on this very day, the 24th, by a
party of men in charge of Mr. Alston, mate, and kept constantly at the work, at
least wIen the weather pernitted.

130. The frst place examiined was under the pile of tins ; they were rcmovcd
and cach carefully examined ; when within the circuim'ference of a twelve-feet
radius was dug down, as far as it was possible to go, without making any
discovery but a few fragments of bone, wood, &c., which has all been put
together in a box for further inspection. The digging vas not particiilarly hard,
for the ground being pretty well covrced with snow, the cold had not so deeply
penetrated .

1.31. Our latter efforts at breving have been more success»Ll than the formier,
inasmuîch that the One is really good, and the other, though weak, drinkable.
Beer I consider a nost excellent heverage in these regions ; and I rcally thinîk
the issue, which was continuedt ta the men througiout the hardest tine of o>ur
work, tendetd quite as mucih to keeping themn ini hcalth as anything else. h was
but a snall quîantitv, certainly (hailf-a-pint each man at eleven o'clock), but the
real goodness of the stuff (Mr. Alisop's Burton ale) was such that i can say it
was the best drink of the sort I ever' tasted. At first the men found it so cold
that it fairly made their teeth ache ; but on taking off the chill they appearcd to
cnjoy it, finding it both ivigorating and rcfreshing.

152. At the end of the year, finding the people enjoying such good hcalth, I
resolved on making a change in the victualling. Antother reason for doing it
was, that at the ol rate of issuing three times in the week, we shoultd only have
enough (preservedi meats) to last fifteen niiîtlhs, and, considCring it probable
that we niglt hai e to stop out another w inter, should fall short. I intended
bringing it hack to the scale I had established on the Ist of September 1853,
and wlich was in use until Mr. M'Cormick the surgeons return f'rom Welling-
ton Channel. It was thien referred to iimî, and lie stroigly adiviled a firtlier
increase, to wlicli I assclte1, anid placed tle crew on such a scale, but initended
only to continue it for a month or so after the ien got into a tlîoiougÌl good
state. llowever', when the Silil) was driven on shore, and in such a state for a
long time, I again rfeirre( it to NIr. NI'Cormick ; lie objecteCi, and gave me a
letter on the sulject ; nvertheless, considcrng every circunstance, I leld Io imîy
resolve, blut increased the fruit and vegeCtables, and, insteatd of the ftil alowance
of corned heef, gave oly half', making up the N Cght w'ith pork and bacon.

5>3. Tl mh lttogeth hlas beeni rathlier winidy ; the heaviest, as usual,
froni a (}uarter betweei Ca'-t and soltli. l)lriug oie gale's continuance it was
never' stead .v at olme point for onc quarter of t ie fort. -ight holiurs it lasted. At
onle timlle it had nlotlhmg in it. It conunnced S. E. bPy l'. 1, soon up to <, then
S.E. 7, E.S.E. R to 9, E. b\ N. 9, E.S.E. ), S.E. by S. 9, S.E. b)y E. 9 to 10,
SS.E. ', S. V E. 5, S.S., E., and calm. The greatest 4treigtli of the N.W.

1is bas been 7. The thberminoieter durinîg tlle gale was ranging between 14°
and 39° ; marine ba eter, 300 57' nad 29" 93'. Snow we have haid none, in
fact cnniiot look for it at sucli a low temîperature. The drift has been very
heavy in the gales. Mean temuperature of' the thermnomneter 'for the imlonth,
34° 63'; maxiumîun 8°; miniunîm 520.

154. The nonth caine in with a wind which I think we nay fairly say has



been the heaviest on us since we have been liere. It commenced S.E. 4 to
S.S.E. 6, but did not last long, or prevent our usual walking exercise, particu-
larly as clouds were showing strong indications of the sun not being far off.
Some who were on the top of Beechey Island reported they had scen him ; how- Sun seen.

ever, on the next day, the 2d, heing very fine, the master and myself went up,
and sure enough, just above the opposite land of Barrow Strait, appeared the
sun's upper limb: thus, after an absence of eighty-two days, do we again sec the
glorious orb of day. Sunday, the loth, was a mnost beautifil day, with a clear
bright sky ; and it was really delightful to have the sun shining upon you again.
On seeing the golden rays shooting into my cab-n, on cuning aft from church
service, and illununinîg the shelves so begrimed and black with smoke and dust,
that I could not but help feeling what a merciful God was about us, and how
thankful we ought to be for His bounties.

155. The tine is now rawing on vhen I trust we shall be able to get to
work effectually about relcasinrg the ship and getting lier once more afloat. This
unfortunate occurrence wil iake a nost material difference in the arrangement
I first came to for carrying out the orders of Sir E. Belcher; for at the time the
travelling parties ought to be out, all our strength and energy would be required Rlatiig t

foi naking preparations for clearing away the ice about the ship to open a dock v"ing,

for heaving lier off into. I do not expect to be able to work effectually with
the saws until May ; but there is so much to be donc, both before and after, that
we cannot commence too soon ; and if I can send for the despatches it will be
quite as imuch -as we can reasonably do.

156. It lias been a thouglit of long and scrious consideration, and as fir back
as the early part of December, in talking over with the master the arrangements
respecting the spring travelling, that, even were it possible to spare any men from
the ship's necessities, four would bc qiite as many as could be allotted to
Mr. M'Cormick for any further search lie might wish to carry on, at the same
time accompanied with four dogs would niake the party fully equal to six men.
But as Mr. M'Coriick up to this time lias neither furnisled nie with his journal
of the boat expedition to Baring Bay, or any insiglit into his plans, I conclude
that lie lias nothing more in view. 1-e inforied me verbally that he had found
no traces ; Baring Bay was continuous land ; and that there is no possibility of
leadinîg a travelling party through by land fron that vicinity to Jones's Sound. nelating
All there is to do, then, is to follow ip the Une of the " Assistance," which I an
sec no necessity for. Fowever, that bis cnergy miglit not be thrown away or
lost, I had determiined on asking him to take a party on to Point Becchey, the
last rendezvous named ini my orders, and look into Inglis Bay. This would be
ta1king him through ground lie lias alrcady been over ; would be quite as iuch
as lie could do, and, in all reason, that our ineans in the present position could
acconplish. It would also bc necessary to visit Point Phillips: Mr. Shellabear
with other four men and dog's I had sclected for that service. The lOth of May
was the day appointed to be at these places.

157. In muaking these arrangements, to ensure no detention to the parties from
the " Assistance " beyond the day of their arrivai at these places, for we do nlot
knov but what circumstances nay prevent our getting there at the time named,
I purposed going myself early in March to Point Phillips, the first place named;
visit and ascertaini tle condition of thle boat left at Abandon Bay by Mr. Peiny,
thence to Baillie Haiilton Island No. 2, Dunîdas Island No. .3, and Point
Becher No. .1, thenu to the ship ; whein, if circumustances would allow, both
Mr. Mkand Mirlit go off for the despatches.

158. At cither of the points I visited, 1 should leave an openî notice inforing
the oflicer from the Assistance " witi the statioi at whliich iîy despatelies would
be found, which I purposed to be the extremes-Points Phillips and Becher;
also, the position of the ship imperatively requires ail oui united strenth to get
lier off, and in such a positioi as to le readily attaiinable lien called for ; to
leave his at Poinit Phillips if possible, at all eveits w'here lie shouild find mine.

159. As I intenlded takiig twive men anid ciglit dogs, half only to accompany
me to the boat, I fdtly expected to get baîck to the ship by the end of April at
the furthest; and my reason for takinîg a seeoid party aid visitinug the boat at
Abandon Bay, wIas, iii ti event of its beinîg nccessary to cross to Beechey Point
by the officer visiting Point Pliillips for the despatelies, tlat micans iniglit be got
ready iftshe was~ not [found f it. A nd it ight be aci ually neceessary to mnake onueparty
of four do all tliat a large one would have had to performiî, had we niot been

Q 4

t0 spring tra.
c.

to traeneing.



128

driven on shore, or successful iii getting off last scason. Mr. Elliott, the clerk
in charge, was therefore directed to get provisions &c. necessary ready; other
preparations werc iii hand; and on Monday, the 7th, I sent for the oflicers to get
their sleds and men prepared.- A party was selected for me, aud a sled put
in preparation. 1Mr. Alston, mate, was to have charge of the second sled
with me.

Dogs in a bad state. 160. For thc last month or so the dogs have becn grcatly troubled with fits,
and no one appears to be able to assigi a reason. It was chiely confinied to
those wC grot at Disco, all suffering more or less, wlen on the 17th one unfor-
tunate brute died, and two others of the saine teaim seem about to follow : one
of these two is the best of' that lot. Up to the middle of the ionth those Mr.
Kennedy left appeared to he quite free of any disease, and doing remarkably
well, whNci unotbrtunately thrce have been attacked in a like manner, and I
really thxink wc shall lose some of tlhcm.

Digging flniici. 161. On the 2Sth we hîad dugr over all those places that had been before
examined, without finding any record to the direction the missing ships have
taken. A few broken tent pegs, bones, pieces of glass, slavings, &c., was al
we got. By the bye, in that place so imaginatively designated the garden, and
wlat I should say vas the site of a tent, was discovered most of the broken
tent pegs, also scraps of brown paper and a solitary piece of tallow candle
(mould). The cairni on the top of the island we have not yet fbund, although
frequent have beei the searclies for it ; however, we have plenty of tiue
before us yet.

Training for traneling. 162. On the 23d the first travelling party were out for training, and they were
taken a distance of six miles altogether, with four dogs assisting. Thlie load was
about two-thirds of what it will be, fully equipped. They were four hours
about it, which, considering the nany stoppages lor the dogs to get over their
fits, I consider was pretty tir for the first day. We started with five dogs, but
oie was so bad, that wc were sooii obliged to let him out. Another, and oie
of the best of Mr. Kennedy's tean, had three; but cach succeeding one of so
short a duration, that on the return lie seened to have got rid of then fully, so
I think that it is from sheer want of exercise. The next day six were in harness,
two of which were soon let out; but the one of yesterday that had shaken thein
off, went over the sane ground and nearly the saine distance, without the shadow
of anything ailing hiim ; since which we have becn sledging off, both with
men and logs, gravel for the dock, the direction of whichi lad been alrcady
marked out.

163. On Sunday, the 27th, a solitary ptarmigan was seen flying across the
bows, and close too.

Weather and winds for 164. The veather during the month bas been fine, considering the time of
the month. year, and the teinperature at tines very mild. On several occasions the

therinometer lias been ls hihi a ten above zero; and froim the morning of the
13th at 8 o'clock, until noon of the 16th, never below it. Winds during the
tinie from every quarter, but between west and south imîuch snow fel at these
times. 'flic strongest wind during the nmonth lias been from the N.E., but
between east and south the prevailing; between north and west a pretty fair
share, 6 the greatest strength, but onIly for a short time. Winds betweeun west
and south more quently this nonth tian any preceding one.

165. Aurora borealis me have had very littile of,-onie way in whichi I think
we nay account for the mildness of' the winter; and I ami iii hopes this forth-
coingiin season will be an open oie.

166. The imean t emperature of the inonîth w as: maxiumun 11° ; minimum
37; miean 17° 95'.

Impression. 167. ''hus having brought our proceediigs up to the end of l'ebruary, I shall
record a few imnprcssions which of' late have been const antly presenting them-
selves to m iiiiiid. I do iot give thein as decided opinions, imerely probabilities,
whichl have arisen froim the position in wihicl we hax e bceen plac'ed by ice (rivin,
in ; and neai ly dri cil out to sea, or on shore by ice drving out.

168. I paragrapis 91, 10,3, and 11:3, I have said and still believe that had
we been Iving flrtlcir out, or d)i soouner, tie clances were 'ery few in fiavour
of our escap)ing withiout serious daages, pIerhaps u recked. It is probable that
such a nisliap mlia'y bxas e occurried to Sir Jolhn Franklii's shix p; and anîy sailor
looking at ti his place the day after vwe wcre driven in, vouhl say directly such
was ciery possible. Thierefore lie could not have goue IiLrelicir north ; but put
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his ships, perhaps only ship, to rights as well as it was possible; gone ont with
the intention of going home, thinking then that if. was not necessary to leave
any record; got mto such a pack as Sir James Ross did; not so fortunate in
being released, and his disabled ships or ship with all met a fearful fate. We
find no. traces of sucli an occurrence here certainly ; neither, I belicve, have we
found anything of the " Fury," but what has landed from her. No records are
found here, none in Wellington Channel, as far as former searching parties have
been ; it therefore leaves the impression that he has not gone with his ships
beyond this spot on a forward movement. For I cannot think Sir J. Franklin
would commit such an oversight as to go from here without leaving some accouit
of his doings, if procceding. However, if they have gone through the Wellington
Channel, Sir Edward Belcher will soon settle it. My opinion in 1850, written
at Fort Simpson after ny return from Cape Bathurst, in a concluding remark,
was, that there we must look for thein.

169. Now as to the driving ont with the ice, I state what has occurred to us; Impressionq, &c.

let others more able draw conclusions. I only give my impressions, for a decided
opinion I do not pretend to advance on these regions, only considering that we
must be governed by the circumstances in which we are placed.

170. Tvice in the latter part of August last were we driven out, and all by
the sudden coming away of the ice, vhich we hardly thought w'ould start.
Franklin might, as I have before said, have had his ships damaged, vas going on
with the repairs, doing his best endeavours to complete bcfore cutting out, wcn
a strong N. or N.W. gale arising, might have driven ice and all out together;
and, if not in a fit condition for sca, might have met with one of those sudden
occurrences among ice,-mct with mishaps which they had no power of'controlling
or averting. It is fcarfil to think of, but I cannot help such things presenting
theniselves to ny mind. If Adam Beck's piece of tin had on it the 16th of Sep-
tember, 1846, andi as Captain Austin says, that thcre vas evidence to show that
thcy left in a hurry, it is not unlikcly that going out that way nay have beci
the case, and cause of the hurry. I ain pretty certain that all the ice in this bay
that drove us on shore would have gone out again, had there been any strong
wind fron north before it set so firinly fast along the shores, and the strait ont-
side became so full. In fact we prepared for it, by the advice of the ice-men, by
laying ont warps, that the move rmight perchance drag us off into the deep water.
As it was, even against a strong wind, (S.S.E.,) the tide alone forced out a large
body of ice, leaving a long lane of open water not much more than a quarter of
a mile to the eastward of us ; then what would sucb hummocky stuff have done
if assisted by a strong wind hesides ?

171. The tide sets fron Wellington Channel through Union Bay, and the chan- Tides, &c.

nel between the island and the main ; thence, and strongest, on nearly a south
Une through this bay into Barrow Straits. In docking, how frequently, after
making the cuts, and libouring ineffectually, assisted with povder too, to get the
ice ont, have we been obliged to desist; and, leaving it perhaps for the night,
found, on resuming again, that it was cither all gone out, or else easily started.
This could only be caused by tide, and we considered it so, but whether ebb or
flood fromn Wellington Channel I have not yet decided on ; as I have onlV that
and the circumstance mentioned in paragrapli 97 to judge from; howcver, oppor-
tunities I fully expect will iot be wanting yet.

W. J. S. PULLEN, Commander.

No. 2.

Commander PULLEN to Mr. THoMs C. PULLEN, Master, H. M. S. "North Star.

H.M.S. " North Star," Beechcy Island,
26th August 1852.

MEM,)OIAN, DM
As the ship is now within a very short distance of her final berth, and I am

about to icave with a boat's crcw on detached service, you will therefor. use all
despatch in preparing her ior the winter. All iaterial for constructing a house
will be landcd, and as close as possible to the spot pointed out for the erection
of the bmuild<ing.

1 do not think it necessary that the ship should advance further in the bay
than a quarter of a cable's length ; shoult therefore any more ice break off after
having obtained that position, it vill be requisite te anchor.

R
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The meteorological journal will be strictly kept by Mr. Toms, assistant surgeon,
and Mr. Shellabear, second master, in the form which bas been supplied for that

purpose, and Mr. Shellabear to make the fair copies for transmission to England.
r. Elliott vill make the fair copy of the chronometer journal, as I take Mr.

Alston, mate, away with me; Peter Fenecy, ice-master, will take charge of a
watch.

(Signed) W. J. S. PULLEN, Commander.

No. 3.

Thrown overboard from H. M. S. "North Star," lying at single anchor in
Erebus and Terror Bay, Beechey Island, on the 25th of September 1852. Wind
at the time light from north, a N.È. gale having just subsided. Ship not yet housed
in, ice not having made, although there is much soft sludge in the bay, which is
driven about constantly by wind and tide. Union Bay closed up with ice.
Temperature of the air when this was thrown overboard 25.5. Sea 29. "All well."

Should any one pick this up, please forward it to the following address:-
On H. M. Service.

To the Secretary
of the Admiralty,

London.
Stating in what latitude and longitude it was picked up, with the date, con-

dition of the cask, &c.; in fact, any particular respecting the document.

P. S.-Two bottles with a similar notice were thrown overboard at the same
time

Printed at Beechey Island.
(Signed) W. J. S. PULLEN,

Commander H. M. S. "North Star."

Ix.

Report of Mr. Pullen, Master, Her Majesty's Ship " North Star."

No. 1.

Mr. T. C. PUuTLLN, Master, to Commander PULLEN.

Her Majesty's Ship "North Star," Erebus and Terror Bay,
Sir, Beechev Island, September 2d, 1852.

I :leave to report for your information, that on the evening of the 26th
ultimo, the day on which you left in, the first gig, on the scarching expedition up
Maxwell Bay, 1, at cight o'clock P.M., commenced heaving the ship close up to
the floe edge, to secure her for the night, when I found the ice breaking away in
all directions ; and aithough I flected the ice anchors as far ii on the fioe as the
whole length of our hawsers, the ice broke away whenever a strain came on them.
It was blowing modcrately fresh now from N.E. ; finding the ship drifting, let go
(S.B.) anchor in seven fathoms; bent (B.B.) chaii, and pointed yards to the
wind. Towards norning, the brecze having frcsheed considerably, at six
o'clock let go (B.B.) anchor, as tie ice w'as now cominîg down iii large pieces,
and occasionally striking the shlip hcavily, haviing good vay on it with the force
of the wind. Towards noon of the 27th it îum erated, ail the loose ice having
worked its way out of the bay, and the wind having shifted to the N.N.W., gave
her more cable. Not bcing able to do this be for:i, as with the wind at N.E. we
were tailing rather close in than I liked. At 9.30 v.:u. the ice again began to
move, and iln a very large mass; fortunately there was no wind to give it much
way before ià reached us; saw all clcar for getting sail on the slip, should we



be tom from our anchors. When the ice first took the ship, it forced ber stem intowards the shore, and broadside to the wind, giving her a couple of streaks listto starboard, and both cables with as much as they could bear; fortunately theholding ground was good. I think, before we got the whole weight of thisimmense quantity, which was extending over a couple of miles, a point of it tooksomewhere down by Cape Riley, and remained stationary. At 10.15 p.bi. to ourrelief it eased off, passed the ship and drifted out of the bay. There was still alarge quantity of ice remaimng at the head of the bay, and round the northernshore, which all broke away in one mass at 2.30 A.M. of the 30th, the whole ofwhich came down and hung across the ship's bows again, bringing a tremendousstrain on both cables, which I every moment expected to see part, and the shipdriven ashore; we dragged for the distance of about half a cable's length, whensuddenly a crack took place in the ice, right ahead of the ship (and stretchingfrom the bow, right across the whole width of the bay), we shot into the openinglike an arrow, and the ship was immediately relieved from this heavy pressure onher; a large quantity remained yet hanging on us, which I dispersed with somecharges of powder. The bay now totally clear of al ice, weighed and sightedboth anchors, shifted berth higher up, a heavy undertaking with our small crew,but the assistant surgeon and clerk m charge gave us their strength at the wind-lass, and fortunately only one man on sick list. Had I not the two anchorsdown, so small a crew on board the ship, from the two boat expeditions away,and a possibility of being hampered by ice outside, and thereby preventing mefrom returning to this anchorage, I should have slipped and gone to sea.
1 remain, &c.

T. C. PULLEN, Master.

X.

Proceedings of the " North Star," 21st March 1853.

No. 1.

Commander PULLEN to Captain Sir E. BELCnER, C.B.
ILEPORT oF PROCEEDINGS.

H. M. S. " North Star," Beechey Island, 21st March 1853.
Sir,

1. IN order that you may be fully acquainted with the procecdings of Her
Majesty's Ship under ny command, I forward a copy of my journal, and inprocceding with this letter, beg to refer you to the different paragraphs for ful
details.

2. Captain Kellett with bis tender, the " Intrepid," left us on Sunday (2 .r..,)
after having completed their tranisfier of stores aid coals from this ship. Just onthe point of leaving he gave me a letter, urginn the necessity of visiting Port
Leopold, and knowing it to be your wish likewise, I determined on getting the
" Mary" yacht off the beach, and into this bay for the purpose, and performing
that service cither on ny way to or return froin Maxwell Bay.

3. On Monday we commenced cutting dock to get the ship into a secure berth
the first thing, and on the saime day I told Mr. M'Cormick, the surgeon, that he
could go away on Wediesday, as by that tine ne should be so far advanced, as
to bc better able to spare men, a boat's crew was therefore naned and evcrything
in preparation.

4. On Thursday the 19th of August, and tie saine day Mr. M'Cormick left
with the whale-boat and a crcw of six men, (fully equipped and provisioned for
one monti,) for Welliigton Channel. Everything was supplied hin that lie
demanded, and on leaving lie expressed satisfaction at his fit out. I gave him
no orders, only furnisbing himin with a sketch of my future proccedings, of which
I forward you a copy.

R 2



5. Mr. Kennedy on landing immediately made a proposition for further search,
in the direction lie had already been, and gave me a verbal account of what he
had done. This, togcther with my proceedings relating to his requisition, and its
failure, is detailed in my journal in paragraphs 17 to 35. Copies of the corre-
spondence I also forward.

6. Mr. Leask, ice-master of the " PrinceAlbert," was out in this ship before;
the account he gave of the spot the provisions were landed in, (Admiralty
Inlet) is as follows:-The provisions are on the eastern side of the inlet, one
mile and a half from the extrene north point. A beacon was placed on the
north point. With Wollaston Island riglit abreast, and about three lundred
yards from wvhere the provisions lie, is an anchor and seventy fathoms of chain,
which the " North Star" was obliged to slip fron in a gale.

7. The "Prince Albert" brought over froin Port Leopold all the letters left
there by Sir James Ross's ships, and Mr. Kennedy is reporting everything there
in sucli good condition, I deferred ny visit to a future period. They left us on
the 241th of August, after landing a quantity of provisions, stores, &c., for caché.
I sent by Mr. Kennedy all the letters you left, together with copies of the cor-
responlence betwecn himu and myself, with every account up to the last moment.

S. We were now as far in as I considered it prudent to go foi the present, (sce
tracing of the bay,) nuch of' the ice having broken off and floated out to sea,
but returning with the tide, and as the thermometer got down, freczing all together,
forning with the young ice a compact body around us. The ice inside of us was
still fast, without a single crack in it, and thinking that if I dceferred any longer
the trip to Maxwell Bay, it would be entirely prevented, I determined to get
away as soon as possible. One of the cutters was, therefore, provisioned for a
month, and on the 26th I started, after handing to the master written instruc-
tions for his guidance relative to the duties of the ship.

9. My absence on this trip was only a weck, the proceedings of which are
fully detailed ini my journal from paragraph 38 to 48 inclusive ; but, althougli it
was successf'ul in the main objecet, it has closed up entirely the lead of the bay,and fully corroborative of your opinion on the stone cireles exainined at Cape
Riler.

10. I got back to the ship on the 2nd of Septeiiber, and to ny surprise found
all the ice in the bav had elcaied out, very nearly, as the mast'er informed me,
taking the " North Star" with it. A copy of' his report I lorward, (sec enclo-
sur'e. D.) Mr. M'Corinick had not returned, and the house wlich had been com-
miienced just after I left, was in a good state of forwardness; but on finding there
was not naterial suflicient to complete it on so large a scale, we were obliged to
reduce it. I t is situated on the S.E. side of the island, heltered froii the cold N.
and N. W. winds, and commanding a good view of the entrance of the bay.
'T'lhe first dimensions were 60 x 30. ; it s now 30 X 25 ; and in the lid-hole
of one of the " M-Lellan's" topmasts in the N.W. conier, a record relating to its
establishinent, with a few coins, werc deposýitcd. 1 gave it the naine of' North-
umbrland llHouse, in honour of his Grace the first Lord ofthe Admiralty.

11. The ship was nîow lying at anchor inside of wliat I call the first p'oint, in
seven fathomns of water, in about as good a position as she could possibly be
until the ice fulli made; it was then my intention to eut a short distance further
iii foi a final winter berth.

12. On the 7th of Septembher, a quantty of' ice lad been driven iito thl bay
with i the E. and E.S.E. winds, lying directly across its mouth, and just outside
our a ihorage, on whici, our attention was fixed, when to our astonishimeint a sail
hove mn sight, sooi slhmuo'ing that she was possessed of an auxiliary stean power,
and finally provmng to be the "I Isabel." A t ten she anchored close to, and ouir boat
which had boarded lier on coiming in, retturned witlh the captain ; wlhen I liad
the satisfaction of welcoiiiîng in these regions Coîniumîader Inglefield, another
voluiteer' for Arctie discovery, but uleder private auspices. He only left England
on the 1 Otli of July, and is miost decidedly îmaîde good use of his tiie and anopen season. Wlale Sound, Siith's Sound, anîd Jonmes's Sound, with the adja-
cent co'asts, he has fully and closely explored; exhibiting all the ipper. part of
Bafbin's Bay ii quite a different foimn froni what it lhas litlher-to borne in our
charts. The " Isabel" brought out sundry letters f1r the squadronm, and a fewsmall packages besides for you. The letters I foru ard witlh the first travelling
parties, the otlier ai;ticles by the second, so as to incet our sleds by the 1oth of
May at Point Phillips, should nothing mcaiwhile occur to prevent it.



13 Captain Inglefield leaving for England the next morning at 3 A.1., I sent
by hirm duplcate copies of all your despatches, as well as a letter by myself to
the Secretary of the Admiralty, a copy of which I forward. In paragraphs 52
to 63 are full details of the time.

14. Mr. M'Cornick not having yet returned, and considering the time I had
taken in the trip to Maxwell Bay, a distance quite equal to what he had to per-
form, I was getting rather uneasy at his protracted absence, and as there was
still open water I was detcrmuined on anticipating my former arrangements, which
are detailed in the first part of my journal, by sending a boat away at once,
to perfbrmn the service of making depôts, as well as ascertain the cause of
Mr. M'Cormick's detention. Mr. Shellabear, the second master, was selected
for this service, and despatched on the afternoon of the 8th of September, with
one of the cutters, a crew of six men, and a week's provisions, besides a quantity
for depôts for future operations. I gave him instructions, limiting his voyage
to Cape Osborne, which 1 considered quite as much as lie could perform, and a
week time enough to do it in.

15. Shortly after 8 î.î. of the same day Mr. M'Cormick arrived on board, all
well, having, off Cape Spencer, communicated with Mr. Shellabear, and leaving
him with a favourable breeze under all sail to the northward.

16. The surgeon's report was of an unsuccessful trip, both as to discovery of
traces, or any chance of lcading a party by land through to Jones's Land. He
has been as far north as Point Hogarth, and added nothing new to what was
already known of the coast between this place and it, only confirming the
accounts of the travelling parties from Mr. Penny's vessels in 1851. Part of
the exploration was perforned by sled.

17. On the 13th Mr. Shellabear returned, having only partially executed his
mission in consequence of the rapid formation of the young ice. (Sec journal of
proceedings, enclosure E.)

18. All hands were now on board. Winter preparations were therefore going
on rapidly, and I was looking anxiously for the mnaking of the ice to complete
final arrangements, and to get into the berth for full due. Much ice had lately
driven into the bay with south and east winds, frequently so connecting that I
have imagined it all fast for good; but north and north-west winds would send it
out again ; cast or west winds would only drive it from side to side. None of our
sea gear was yet unrove, for with such heavy ice as was frequently in the bay,
or driving out, might possibly take us with it. The strong winds alone from
N.W. or N. I feared not, for the holding ground was good (marle or stiff white
mud). The topgallant masts, however, were got down.

19. I had )egun a survey of the bay, and although taking every opportunity
that afforded, we got on slowly, for the cold and strong breezes were too much at
times; however, it led us over ground vlhich othcrwise miglit not have been visited,
when, on the iorning of. the 14th, pulling across for the eastern shores of the
bay, something on the northern range ot hills was seen, and at first taken for
bears, On exanmination it proved to be two cairns, which I cnployed imyself the
next day and day following in examining. I fbund thein regular built marks,
which were close examnned, and both underneath and around the ground opened
and dug down as far as possible without finding the lcast traces of who built
then, or how long tlhey had been standing; no very great tnie I should say, at
least with comparison to the circles of stones, for tiiere was a freshness about themi
w hich wc have not found in the latter. I also found on the castern shores of the
bay a small pile of' gravel, wit several picces of well-bleached small line about
it; but, on amlieation, nothing further turned up. I concluded it was a sur-
veying station, as it w as simîilar to whîat I had just been crecting ; imioreover, one
of' mine vas close by. P1erhlaps tiose on the hill might have been for the saine

urpose ; but I hardly understand why tw o should have been so close together.
I ug betwee then, but met a like disappointiient. ThJosc on the hill i have

fixed, and marked in m1y survey of the bay upper and lower cairn ; the upper one
is 710 feet above the low-water mark, barometricai mcasurement. (For tlhe whole
detail, sec paragraphs 77 to 86 inclusive.)

20. On the 22d Union Bay was full of ice, ail apparently fast. I w'alked out
on it a short dist ance from the shores of Beechey Island. For the next two days
the ice would occasionally f'orm in the bay wlhen the wind vas light or cahn, but
the N. or N.W. winds setting it in motion, would soon break it up again, and
it would drive about the bay in long narrow streams of sludge; in the shcltered
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parts, however, it would remain. On the 27th at noon all the eastern parts of the
bay and well out at sea was clear of ice (the wind was E.N.E.), but in the
evening the wind caine froin E.S.E., and much ice was secen outside driving to
the westward. At nidnight quantities of it caie into the bay, striking us
heavily enough to bc felt as it camne in contact.

21. The weather of late had shown strong synptoms of a final close to the
season; much snow had fallen, completely covering al the lands adjacent, and
the S. and S.E. winds brouglit into the bay hcavy masses of old ice. On the
25th, the water outside of us being open, I set adrift some printed notices in a
cask and two bottles, in liopes they may find their way to some visited places,.
picked up, and forwarded to the Admiiralty. A fac-siinile of one of these
papers I f orward for your information.

22. Early on the morning of the 28th the wind veered round to S.E., occa-
sionally blowing fresh, and ice, increasing both in q uantity and weight, compared
to what had already comne in, was thickly crowd ing iii the bay. At eight the
bay and out to seaward as far as the eye couîld reach was completely covered.
Occasionally throughout the day it would mnove, when at 10.30 i.m. it carne on
to blow, and so continued that we were finally driven by heavy pressure from
our holding and on shore, without the least possibility of averting such a calamity.
And I eau only say that it was by the interposition of an all-imerciful Providence
that we escaped serious daniage, perhaps total wreck.

23. Incidents now crowded so thick and fast upon us in connexion with the
operations that have been carried on for the relcase of the ship, the means
adopted for keeping lier in an upright position in safety, so to ensure the comfort
and health of the crew, extend over such a period, and embrace so muich niatter,
that I must beg to refer you to my journal, beginning with paragraph 91 to 138,
and which closes the year 1852.

24. The first two nonths of 1853 do not contain any very great iatter, more
than the having to work again on the ice, and the thorough searching of Beechey
Island, without resulting in any discoveries: and thus I conclude my journal at
the end of February.

25. It had long been a subject of deep consideration with nie how to send so
many parties away as would be necessary to carry out fully your orders, when
we should require all our strengtl to release the ship from her unfortunate
position. As Mr. M'Cormick had not communicated to nie anything of lis
exploration in Wellington Channel, more thani a verbal report the evening lie
returned on board, 1 naturally concluded that lie bad nothing more in view.
However, that his energies miglit not bc lost, I lad decided on asking hiim to
lead the party on to Point Becher, and pick up the despatches there, giving
hin for the service four mnen and four dogs, which would nake the strength of
his party fally equal to cight, suflicient for the purpose required, and quite as
much as our necessities could spare.

26. I had deterinined te ro myself with one party to Point Phillips, and leave
carlier than usual, in order that I might have ail my strength at the ship wlen
required, and not detain your parties at the rendezvous, fturtrlic than the day
naned in the event of miine not reaching. At Point Philli 1 I should have uy
despatches, then cross to Point Becher, leave another copy there, and back to
the ship, and if possible send off a party so to be at those places by the 10thl of
May. Arrangements were therefore mîîade to carry out tlese propositions, sledge
crews appointed, and provisions, &c. prepared.

27. As 1 intended visiting the boaut in A bandon Bay, and ascertain ber condi.
tion, I decided on taking an auxiliary party, so that I ma bie abl to send back,
and have such arrangements imade should she not he found fit for ser ice, if
required, to have one got ready to repflace her. Mr. Aiston, mate, I had fixed
on to perforn this service, and desired him to prepare hiiiiself d party. Mr.
Sheller, ti second masier, I intend leling t le part for tihe IesptclCs, but
his preparation woulul not reqîuire ininnîediate attention. From Mr. M'Cormick I
requested a copy of his journal of proceedings, acquainting him at the saine time
that I would, if possible, leave on the 10th of(l Maich.

28. It was not until the 4th instant tlat I recis d this journal, with a letter
addlressed toe e regnesting Ie to forward it to Vou1. Enîclosed in my letter was
one for y Nu, which I aiso forward, in whicl Mr. M 'Cormiiick states there is
nothing ï1rther for him to (o in Wellington Chiannel, but proposes a search in
Smith's and Joncs's Sounds, and start dircctly I return, a proposition inadmissible,
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and one, I can with truth say, I would net think of proposing myself: lie c annot
bave considered the thing maturely. I told him plainly that it was impossible
in more ways than one, and to convince him how little there -was to do in that
direction, showed him the tracing Captain Inglefield left for you; and proposed
what I had before thought on, namely-that lie should lcad a party to Cape
Becher; but this he would not think of, persisting on my forwarding his plan.
His objection Icaves me under the necessity of making every effort to make the
round, and I have decided on only sending one party, and that a small one, to
be at Point Phillips by the 10th of May.

29. On reading over Mr. M'Cormick's journal, I see that he complains very
much of the boat, and ber capabilities for the service; she is old, certainly, but
was in good repair, and from my own experience of boat service, I would have
preferred her to any other wve have got; in fact, she was the one I had fixed on
for myself, but as he decided on taking ber, I was obliged to take a cutter.

30. I intended first leaviig on the 10th instant, but strong winds and a low
temperature have prevented it effectually, and getting Mr. M'Cornick's journal
so late, lias ciitailed more work on me, that I may fully explain to you the
impossibilities he has proposed. Of course the survey of the bay I was obliged
to give up, as well as other matters when the ship got on shore; for it required
all our united strength to do what was requisite for ber safety; however, now I
think I have managed to get in sufficient of the outline, &c., as will fully assist
in explaining to you, not only what has been done, but wbat remains yet to be
done, with the impossibility of the fcasibility of the surgeon's plan.

31. Now for getting the " Mary" off; I have marked ber truc position on the
chart, of which I send you the trace, also the line of smooth floe. Between lier
and the smooth floe lie heavy masses of grounded ice, ranging from ten to forty
feet in thickness, thrown up iii hummîocks, in inextricable confusion. To launch
a boat of twelve tons over this would be destruction; to attempt to eut or clear
it away is an impossibility with our means, in a reasonable time; and to wait for
open water, judging by the difference of what it is now, and when we arrived
here, and which was net cleared out abreast of where the " Mary" is lying until
the latter end of August, I doubt whether it will go out this year. The ice-
men I had there two or threc days ago; their opinion coincided together in every
point except the open water; two said the middle or latter end of July, the third
the latter end of August or September.

:32. Mr. M'Cormick wishes to go directly I return, and is certain I shall reach
your winter quarters. I an not so sure, ailthougi I shall niake every endeavour
to do se; but as I victual only to the 20th of April, it will depend partly on
that, besides otheîr circumnstances may occur on our journey. My arrangements
are to be back to the ship by that time, and although we shall not be able te
work with the saws, yet there is so much to be donc, that it will not be a bit too
soon to commence. I do iot think saws will be of service until the temperature
stands at 20° or 30°, which will not probably be before May; this is also
the opinion of the ice- q uartermnasters, wlen all our strength will be required to
keep them going, for the ice about us is not of comnon thickness. It is not
that alone, but therc is the paribuckling and heaving off, which before wc can do
I fully expect to have to clear the ship out altogetier. Mr. M'Cormick,
wien he deliveIed his journal, told me that he did not expect to be able
te go until after the shiîp was ofF: that tiiiie it is impossible to calculate on. As
far as I can judge, it will not be before the end of July, w'hen it would be late
to go away on a threce montls' voyage, as lie proposes.

3:3. Our tiaininlg for travelling has been gettimg gravel off for the dock, which
we have belen eiployed at since the end of' February; its direction I have
marked off in the chait as ftir as I can see at prescnt. Ii the eCarly part of
Marci we had soine hcavy breczes and a low temperature, thermiomneter down
to 46°, and not higher than °10, for several days, but towards the middle of the
month it got up, and)(l on the 1 7th was as high as 18, but sool fell again.

34. I enclose herwith the return cf' provisions, sick report, and docuiments,
as per schedule ; and in conclusion it is but justice to say, that durin' our
trying and ar'dîous work, I received every assistaice froi the CxCcutive officers,
and in whose favour I cannot speak too Ighly;-working with the mIen, and
showing a good examlîple unîîder our alitost iiistirnountable difficulties and
trials. It is aiso gratifying to nie to be able to record the services of a civilian,
Mr. Elliott, the clerk in charge, wh'o did lis part of the manual labour, which
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fell heavily on all, and docs him great credit. The unusual good hcalth that we
have all enjoyed up to this time, will show the attention of thc niedical officers
to thcir departinent ; and for the crew I an but too happy to add that their
conduct has equalled ny most sanguine expectations;-even when n1o hope
remained of getting of, they Iever lost heart, but liheld on cheerfully through
all.

I have, &c.
W. J. S. PULLEN, Commander.

No. 2.

Proccedings of Mr. W. B. SIIELLAnEAR, Second Master, and Travelling Party
up the Wellington Channel, 22nd April to 21st May, 1853.

Mr. SUELLABEAR to Commander PULLEN.
Sir,

IN forwarding to you the enclosed copy of my journal, I have to regret that
the state of the ice should have prevented me carrying out your wishes more
fullv. I trust, however, that the steps I have taken may meet your approval.

My orders, " To be guided by the intelligence acquired at Point Phillips,"
placecd me in a difficult position, as I found at once that the ice had been fbund
by you a nionth previously unsafe for travelling, and getting worse daily, and
that it vas your intention " to despatch a party to Cape Becher on your return
to the ship." Knowing my party to be the one referred to, I cndeavoured to
reach that Cape by going to the eastward of the Islands, but finding the ice in
the state mentioned m my journal, and not being provided with a boat of any
sort to secure my retreat, I was compelled reluctantly to return to Cape
Phillips, in order to make certain of being at one of the places of rendezvous at
the date nentioned in my orders.

It gives me great pleasure to be able to represent the continued good conduct
of the five men conposing the party, to your notice. It was chiefly owing to
their care and attention that I was enabled to take the sledge in safety over
what bas been, I believe, a continuation of the worst ice it has ever been the lot
of Aretic travellers to encounter.

I have, &c.
W. B. SnELLAIEAn,

Second Master, late in charge of a Travelling Party.
The Men referred to:-

TiroNus GRINSrED, Sailmaker's Mate.
Corporal HENsos, Royal Marine Artillery.
DAVID H-oo, A.B.
JoiNsD c.N A.B.
Joun Fios-r, A.3.

No. 3.

ACKNOwLEDGING REEiPr OF JOURNAL.

Commander Pui.r.N to Mr. W. B. SHEU.AnEAR.

"I North Star,"
Sir, Beecliey Island, 27th May, 1853.

I .*îE to acknowledge tlie reccipt of your journal of procediings on the
travelling expedition to Point Phillips, and attemnpt to cross to Cape Iecher.

I feel satisfied that all bas been perforned that was possible iier the existing
cireunstances, and that vour decisions were prudent.

'Tic report of the behaviour of' your men is nost pleasing, witli which they
have bcen made acquainted.

I am, &c.
W. J. S. P'ULLEN, Commander.



No. 4.

JOURNAL of the PROcEEDINGS of a Travelling Party up the Wellington Channel,
for the purpose of comniunicating with a party from Sir Edward Belcher,
under the conmand of Mr. William B. Shellabear, second master. From
H.M.S. " North Star," lying in Erebus and Terror Bay, Bcechey Island.

FinST JOURNEY.

Friday, April 22d.-] r.a. a working party went on in advance with the Wind N. W. 2 o.
sledge, as far as the humnmocks in Union Bay. At 3.30 myself and a party Of Ther.-

five men left the ship, taking four dogs with us. At 4.15 we overtook the
sledge, harnessed the dogs to, and went on over some very hummocky ice. As
the floc looked better to seaward, I struck out in that direction, and at 5 came
to a succession of lcads, in which, however, we made but little northing, occa-
sionally crossing ridges of heavy hummocks, through which we were obliged to
cut a road. From 9 to 11 working through humocks ; soon afterwards it
becamne dusk, and so hazy that I could sec nothing distinctly at any distance,
I therefore lcft theic slcdge and went ahcad to look for a icad. I saw several,
but none looking vcry promising ; and being uncertain which was the best, I
encanped at 11.45, thinking we should get. through better in the morning, wheu
the haze clcared off. We werc now about 8 miles W.N.W. of the low point of Wind N.W. 1 c. M.
Bcechcy Island. Wc found much dificulty in getting the sledge along amongst Ther. "1.
the humnmocks, but on a smooth floc she went very casily. Fixed the simall flag
on a hummock, and at midnight fired a rocket.

SECOND JOURNEY.

Saturday, April 23d.-Noon, prepared breakfast ; 2, packed sledge, and went
to the norti to look for a Iead, sending two bands inshore for the saine purposc.
Found one wlich took us more to the westward, through which we were working
till 4 r.M., when 1 perceived. a large floc N.E. of us, about half a mile distant.
Cleared a road to it and got the sledge there by 5.30, when we made directly
for Cape Bowden. About 7 crossed the tracks of Connnander's sledges on
their outward journey ; thcy had apparently been going across the channel.
Soon afterwards came to H-arvey's tracks, which we followed as far as the
humnmocks ; not being able to get through them, vent round to the west, taking
every lead towards the Cape ; 8, stopped to lunch; 8.20, went on until eleven,
when wc came to sonie very heavy hummocks, quite impassable for the sledge.
On looking round I found we must go more to the westward, but being then
not more than 3 or 4 miles fron the land, and thinking that the Commander
might pass down inshore during tic night, I encamped, fixing our flag on a,
conspicuous humniiock. At midnight fired a rocket.

TrIutD JOURNEY.

Sunday, April 24th.-2, packed sledge and procecded to tlic N.W. After
an hour's working through hummnocks, we came to a floc, w'hich took us 6 or 7
miles in the dihection of Cape Bowden. At 6 clearcd a ridge of liuiiocks and
followcd the track of Conimander's sledges for sone time to the northward,
when, coning to a lead, again made inshorc. Here I saw the track of Ilervey's
s1cdge2, and followed it as fatr as we could with any degree of safety. At mîid-
night, seeing that we could get no farther w'ith fle sledge, and not being more
than five miles from the Cape, I cneamped, intending to walk on shore w ith the
depôt in the norning. Placed the flag on a hummock, and fired a rocket.

FOUTIn JOURNEY.

Monday, April 25th.-At 3.30 took with nie three men to carry the depôt
cases, and started for Cape Bowden. Found the ice towards the Cape iot
nearly so bad as I had expected it to be, as it 'consisted principally of flocs. On
arriving at the Cape, f'ound tlat Commander Pullen had been there on the 23d,
and had left for the ship. Buried the depôt, left a record of our visit, and
returnied. 8.30, arrived at the tent, liad coffee, and procceded for Cape De
Haven, over pretty good floc, with occasional ridges ofi hummocks.

Tuesday, April 26th.-At 2 A.M. caie to a ridge of hunnnocks, beyond
which there was an old floe extending to tlie northward and westward as far as
we could sec, with huîîmmocks in it 20 or 30 feet high, but looking smoother to
the westward. Eicanped.

wind. N.W. 2 c.
Ther. 14.

Wind N.W. 3 b. o.
Tlier. 1:1.

Vid N.N.W. i b
Ther. 9.
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FIFTH JOURNEY.

1 p...-Prcpared briaKdast; 3.30, packed sledge and started to the northward,
keeping to the eastward of the old floc. Good travelling for the first four miles,
after this we had to work through hummocks. lu the direction of Cape De
Haven no floe was to be seen. Continued working through hummocks until
midnight, when the men being much jadec with the heavy day's dragging, I

wind N.N.W. 2 b. c. encamped. Founid on unpacking the sledge that the small axe had been pitched
Ther. 12. off, and lost among the hummocks.

SIXTH JOURNEY.

Wednesday 27th.-At 1 r.M. prepared breakfast, and at 4 packed sledge
and went ahead with pickaxe and shovel to clear a road inshore for about half a
mile. Got sledge through and procceded to the northward, over old floes and
humnocky ice. At 9, stopped to lunch, afterwards cleared a ridge of hummocks,
and came to a good floe, over which we went direct for the Cape. At nidnight
caught a lemming about threc or four miles from the shore ; a little afterwards

Wind N.N.W. s. b. c. encamnped, with the Cape De H aven distant seven or eight miles, the floc towards
Thier. s. it hununocky.

SEVENTH JOURNEY.

W ind N.N.W. 4 b. Thursday 28th.-I.30 p.M. prepared breakfast ; just before preparing to start,
Thor. s. the dogs made off at full speed to the south, and were soon out of sight. Packed

the sledge and went on, thinking they would soon return when they saw us
moving. As they did not do so, I stopped the sledge when she hiad gone about
a mile, and returned with a hand to our encampment. From a large hummîock
I had a good view all around, but no dogs were to be seeii. After waiting there
a short time, wc returned to the sledge ; the men there had seen the dogs ahead,
running about as if lookiug for us. To sec if they would come if we renained
quiet, pitched the tent and remained inside till lunch time. As they did not
re-appear, went on towards Cape De Haven, at nine, over some rough ice. The

Wind N.N.w. 3 b. c. dogs were muchi missed. The men said they were as good as two men. Friday
Ther. 4. 29th, 1.30, encamped.

EIGHTH JOURNEY.

1 P..-Prepared breakfast. 4, packed sledge and vent on. 7 r.Nr. carne to
sledge tracks, which we followed in to the point, and arrived at the depôt at
Cape De Haven at 9 P.M. Had lunch and d ug out the depôt. Found a notice
left by Commander Pullen on the 19th of April, on his return from Cape
Becher, stating that despatches had been left for Sir E. Belcher at Points
Phillips and Becher; and the following account of the ice to the northward:
" Found the travelling throughout very heavy and dangerous on the west side

of the islands, trom so much open water and rotten ice; in many places not
more than an inch thick, and covered with a thin coat of snow, through which
himself and Mr. Alston broke through." Unloaded the sledge, got her on

shore, and encamped. Brouglit depôt down to the tent.

NÎNTI JoURNEY.

Saturday 30th.-2 r. had breakfast. Took from depôt 251bs. of biscuit
to complete our allowance, and 251bs. of plain pemican for the dogs, in case they
should return; buried the remainder, together with a five da -s' depôt for our
own return journey, leaving a paper reporting proceedings. Got the sledge out
on the floc and re-loaded. At 3, just as we were starting, on looking up, I saw
the two dogs smelling round our encarmpment. They were innediately secured
and harnessed to the sle(lge. As the bitci was not to be seen, we conclu(led
she lad been killed by a bear, as there were numerous bears' tracks along the
coast. Went onwards across the bay, and when about half way to the Cape saw
a snooth floc inshore, and made for it. 8, perceived a cairn with a staff in the
centre, on the extreinc point. 9, landed, and found papers left there by Com-
mander P>ullen, Messrs. Penny and Goodsir. Lunched, placed a paper in the
cairn, and proeeded for a low point, going close to the shore, in the track of

Ther. 0. Coinuiandcr's sledges. Midnight, encanped four or five miles from the low
point.

TENTu JOURNEY.

.Sunday May 1 st.-2 b.. had breakfast. 3, packed sledge and went on.
Weather very warm. 4.30, arrived off the low point. Landed, and placed a
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paper in a small heap of shingle. From this point first saw Baillie Hamilton
Island. 8.30, lunched. 10, nbserving a mark south of the Cape, S.E. of Cape
Phillips, landed and found a whale-boat left by Captain Penny. Near her we
found marks of a recent encampment, evidently Commander Pullen's, and the
skull of a young walrus, which, as there- vas a quantity of flesh about it, made
an excellent supper for the dogs. On leavLg this bay, it becane foggy with calm 0. . s.
snow, and there was a peculiar glare, so that ve could not sec where we were
treading. Persevered for an hour, however, when +he weather getting nu better,
and the floe worse, I encamped at 11.30 ; the men very tired. We were about
three miles from Cape Philhps.

ELEVENTH JOURNEY.

Monday 2nd.-1.30. prepared breakfast. 4, proceeded for Cape Phillips. 6, Calm 0.0. in.

arrived at the Cape and dug up despatches. Found therc a note left by Com-
mander Pullen, for the officer commanding " Assistance's " party. To this my
attention is directed in my orders. The following is an extract:-" As we have

not becn able to get lier (the ship) off yet, it is very probable that no party
" fron lier will be here on the 10th of May. You therefore deposit your

despatches, and they shall be sent for as soon as possible. One party will
leave when I return for Cape Becher. They will also have the letters brought

" over by ' Albert,' from Port Leopold, as well as a few more papers from
England. Travelling has been heavy, and on the west side dangerous, from
inany holes of water, and much rotten ice seen; of course getting worse

" daily." From this I concluded that the only course for me to pursue was to
push on to Cape Becher, in order to be there on the 11th; and to go to the
eastward of the islands. I then took a hand with me, and went to the top of
the hill, to look at the state of the ice. The wcather was so misty that we
could not sec distinctly more than four or five miles; to that distance the floe
looked level. When we returned, I collected all the clothes that we should not
require, now the weather vas warrner, placed them in two bags, and buried them
with the despatches; and left a paper, stating that I had gone to Cape Becher,
to the eastward of the islands, and that I would call liere on my return for any
despatches from Sir E. Belcher. We then lunched, and at 9.30 left the Cape,
making direct for the Eastern Cape of Baillie Hamilton Island. The floc was
very good for the first four miles; beyond that we came to several ridges of c-bi, o. o. n. Ter.

hummnocks, which increased in size and number as we neared the island. At +

2.30 encamped seven or cight miles from the castern extreme of land.

TWELFTII JOURNEY.

Tuîesday 3rd.-2 r.Ni. prepared breakfast, and mended mocassins. 6, packed
and proceeded onwards for the Cape. 8.30 came to sonie very hcavy ridges of
humnîocks. Went along tlcir edge to the eastward, till we came to a snow
drift, of which we took advantage, and crossed them with sorne difficulty. After

passing these lcavy htunmocks, I was mucih struck with the diference in the
ap pearance of the ice, fron any we had yet seen. Between the hummocks,
which were hcavy and numcrous, the ice lad the appearance of recently frozen
sludge, and scarcely any snow on it. We contiued working tlrough the
hunimocks until 9.30, when I pcrceived a black crack ahead, and on coming up
to iL, iound it was a recent oie. It ran in an E.S.E. and easterly direction
fron tie S.E. part of the island, and was fburteen inches wide. Stopped the
sledge to examine it. In the spaces wlerc it was sheltered from the sun, the
young ice lad formed two inehes thick, but in the open places I could place
a shovel througli it. I then took Grinsted with me, and walked along the
crack for nearly a mile, whcnî it continued the saine breadth, and the ice near it
sludgy. To make certain that it was not occasioned by the hunmocks grounding,
I sounded vith a bag of bullets, and fbund no bottomn at twenty-five fathomîîs.
Taking the state of the ice here, in connexion wiLh Commander Pullen's
accounts of that on the other side the islands, I had no doubt that the whole of
the ice to the northward was adrift, and that the first stiff southerly breeze would
drive it off. Being unprovided with a boat of any sort, so that if the ice
moved off six feet it would cut off my retreat to Cape Phillips, and probably
from the castern siores too, I caie to the conclusion that the only prudent
course to adopt was to return to Cape Phillips, from whence (if the ice broke
up) I could take boat across, and if not, I should be still at one of the places

82
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named in my orders for meeting the " Assistance's " party on the 1lth. I also
thought that if Sir E. Belcher wintered on the S.W. shore, lie would send a
party to Cape Phillips, rather than cross the channel, though the distance might
be greater. There were numerous recent bears' tracks on each side of the crack.
Wc were now about on the parallel of the south extreme of the island, and three
or four miles to the eastward of it; but there being no sun, I could not take
bearings. At 10.30 I again returned towards Cape Phillips, keeping on our
outward track.

Wednesday 4th.-2 A.M. encamped about a mile to the southward of our
encampment of the previous day.

THIIITEENTIH JOURNEY.

1 P.M.-Prepared breakfast. 3.30, acked sledge, and proceeded for Cape
Phillips on our former track. After clearing the hummînocks, made sail for th e
first tinne, and it helped us along nicely. 8.30, lunched. 10, arrived at Cape
Phillips, and encaniped about a hundred yards S.E. of the cairn. Cast the dogs
adrift.

AT CAPE PHILLIPS.
Thursday 5th.--Noon, prepared breakfast. Remained in the tent the greater

part of the day mending clothes and mocassins. A great deal of snowdrift.
Friday 6th.-At 6 A.t. we were roused by hearing the dogs in full cry, and

going outside saw theni all after a bear. We werc too late for a shot, for, by
the tiie the guns were loaded, lie was half a mile off. We followed himi, how-
ever, keeping behind the humnniocks as well as we could, for two or thrce miles,
but seeinig there was no chance of getting nearer, and beinîg scantily clothed,
returned, and were at the tent again by nine o'clock, w'here wc found breakfast
ready. The dogs returned soon after. After lunch I went round to the N.W.
to look for the party. Secing nothing, I went inshore over the low land, wlere
there werc several tracks of ptarnigan. Returned at 9 r.T.

Saturday 7th.-Noon, had breakfast. 6 r.M., walked round to the low land
to the southward, wherc I again saw tracks of ptarmigan and one of a hare.
Returned to the tent at 9. The dogs followed us vien we left for a short
distance, and then went off to the southward by themiselves, and were away
nearly twelvc hours. When they returned, I tied the bitch up and kept lier fast
until we left.

Sunday Sth.-Noon, clcared tent and swept out. Had breakfast. 2, read
prayers. As I was walking about outside I saw something black on the ice. On
goîng out to it found it to be an old seal or female walrus and lier young one,
and tiere were two more a little to the northward. This hole appeared to have
been opened by a bear. After lunch, I walked round to the N.W. to look for
the party.

Monday 9.-Noon, breakfasted. Did not go far away fron the tent to-day
owing to the weather. Towards imidinight it cleared up, but there was still some
drift.

lueday 1th.-After breakfast walked inshore to the southward to look for
gaine. Il the eceiing w ent round to the N.W. for thrce or four miles to look
for the party. It wuns nisty to the N.W., though clear in every other direction,
and we could sec nothing. Returning along the land I shot a brace of ptarmîigan.
Arrived at the tent il i'..

Wcdnesday 11 th.-Noon, had breakfast. Il the evening went round to the
N.W. to look for the party. Could see but a short distance owing to the mist
and drift.

Th]ursday 12th .- After breakfast walked inshore to the southward. About
two miles froin the beach we saw four reindeer lying on the face of a hill. One
of theii was a last year's fiwn. Wle indeavoured to double on theni, but owing
to their position could not keep ont of their sighît, and they made off when I was
four or five hundred yards f'rom then. I fired threc or four shots with the
Minié rifle with the five hundred yard siglit without effect. Wc followed them
for a mile or two, blut, getting no nearer, returned to the tent. After lunch,
walked inshore to the top of the hill N.W. of Cape Phillips. Had again a bad
vicw, but as far as we could see (ten or twelve miles) there was no appearance
of an y party, and the ice looked firn to the westward.

Friday 13th.-This norning, our eyes being a little inflaned, rernained in the
tent. Àfter lunch sent two hands round to the N.W. to look for the party.



Saturday 14th.-After breakfast, went to look for the deer, but saw nothing N. %. 4b. o.

of them, although it appeared from tracks that they had visited the place since GEncampment, R. T
Ba ll1nmiIton 1-

we were here before. Afterwards walked round to the N.W. to look for the party. ni 202 E.

Sunday 15th.-Noon, breakfasted. After lunch, went with two hands to S. T. do. n. 2 21 W.

the N.W. beyond the two bluff capes. At a distance of about six miles froin C. Oorn, s E.
the tent we came to a sloping point, from the higli land behind which we had a w.N.w. 4 .
good view of the channel. I could sec the land to the N.E. and Baring and
Stewart Islands to the westward. The last appeared much more to the east-
ward than it is laid downi in the chart. There was a bluff cape about a mile to
the westward; beyond, the coast trended apparently to the S.W., forming a
deep bay. Nothing vas seen of any party. The ice looked firm as far as we
could sec.

Monday 16th.-Returned to the tent at 1.30, having shot a ptarmigan on the
low land. Had supper, and made known that I should leave for the ship in the
evening.

FRST JOURNEY, RETUINING.
4 P.ui.-Breakfastcd. Placed the papers, &c. I had with me in the empty

depôt case, and buried then with the despatches, Icaving a paper stating that I
had been waiting here from the 4th to the 16th for the purpose of communi-
cating with Sir E. Belcher's party. Packed the sledge, and at 5.30, after a good
look round to the northward, left the cape, going along inshore. At 7.45
landed in Abandon Bay, and began to clear out the boat to examine her con-
dition. Wc had nearly cleared her when we found a cylinder of papers, one left
by Conmnander Pullen, and the remainder by Captain Penny. The former statcd
that the boat had been already examined by hin; I thercfre placed the things
in her again and buried ber up. At 9.30, went on for Cape De Haven. 11.30,
lunched.

Tuesday 17th.-2.30 A.M., encamped near our former encampment of the lst wiud iiniama s&lit
and 2d. C'

SECOND JOURNEY, RETURNING.

4 r..-Packed sledge, and procceded along the coast for Captain Penny's N. weterly,1.
cairn. Round Cape Manmng the travelling was very heavy, owing to the softness ".w. . -
of the snow bctwecen the hummniocks. At a quarter to seven, on looking at the n a C. aillpÇ, n.

chranonieter, I found it had stopped, but from what cause I could niot imagine, "' Pointii

as it had not run down and the case was not cold. It went on again directl V din, q. 9, 22' E.; C.

I gave it a turn. As it was going before we entered the humnmocks, it coul'il %b"", ". 63'41'B.

not have stopped more than half an hour. 9.30, lunched. Went on for Cape wina suotîîery, 2 m.s.
De Haven. 11.30, arrived at the cape, and cncanped on the floc. Wcnt on
shore and dug out depôt.

Tinoa JouiRNEY, RETURNING.

Wednesday 18th.-4 v.m., breakfasted. Took an account of the provisions
remnaiing, intendi ng to Icave as mnucl as possible at this depôt, iii the event of
another party being despatched in this direction. I refilled the bread case, and
left in addition onc depôt case containing:-Biscuit, 251bs. ; bacon, 6lbs.;
chocolatc paste, two 1lb. tins ; sugar for ditto, five paper parcels of' oz. each;
potatoes, one bag containing' 4lbs. 20z. tea and s mixcd, five parcels,
containing each, tea 11oz., sugar 2 1o.; in a bag, pemmican 141bs.; salt,
one case of 21bs. ; and a tin containing 121bs. of fat for fiel. l3uried the wIinia souui,2 r. sieet.
depôt, and left a paper. At 5.30, went on to the S.S.E. l'or about threc miles
the travelling was very hcavy; the snow betwcn the hunnocks being so soft
we sank to the knce at nearly every step. About 7.30, howevcr, we came to a
fine lead, which we continued in ail day. Occasionally wc came to a narrow

ridge of hutiiocks, but liad not muci difficulty in getting througli. No land
was seen during the latter part of the journcy, but by walking hcad to wind, and
bcing guided by the lummînocks, we made a pretty straight course.

Thu'rsday 19th.-2 A.M. Encamped. ''.

FoUniT JOURNEY, RETURNING.

4 P..-Prepared. breakfhst 5.30. .Went on direct for Cape Spencer. Floc ' m,
G Euicanmpinvt, C

gencrally good, but obstructed occasionally by ridges Of' humiocks. 11 r.ýl., il nI(.; lrable

lunched. Midnight-came to an old humnmocky floc off Cape Bowdcn, and Gille,n- 8ý
0

Yf' E.; c.
went on over it. JiUWdCIl, la, E.

Friday 20th.-2 A.M., encamped on the old floc. Cal"n, o. ) c.
S 3
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e .blcamp:nCnt, C.
Osbo"t n" g E.'
Table Cape, n. 19 
E. ,mai! ditto, n. 500
89, E.; 1C. Bowdeo,
n. 6G° 40' E.; C.
Spencer,.- s. l E9 3' E.
I. V7. Iieecbey Island, .
860471J. ;C. ilothan,
. s80 48' W.

c(m o.

2. p.o.
(D Encampnient, C.
Hotham, s. 750 261 W.;
Stai' on Beechey Is.
aud, a. 30 27' E.;

Luw Point, n. S80 43/1
E.; C. Bowden, n. 150
54' E.; Ex. riglit, n.
130 23' E.; Ex. left, n.

:31 40' W.

FIFTH JOURNEY, RETURNING.

4 P.i.-Packed sledge and proceeded for Cape Spencer. For the first two
miles, travelling over the old floe between the hummocks. On Ieaving this floe
we came to sone hcavy ridges; after crossing them caine to a large floc, which
appeared to extend as far south as Point Innis, and as far to the westward
as I could sec.

Saturday 2 1st.--0.30., encamped about three miles N.N.W. from Point Innis.
SIXTH JOURNEY, RETURNING.

Noon.-Prepared breakfast. 2, packed sledge, and proceeded for Point
Innis. 3.30, landed there after some difficulty, and went along the shore
towards Cape Spencer. About 5, cleared all the lunmocks, and lunched.
6.30, rounded the spit, and arrived alongside at 7, when I found " Fury" had
arrived the day afler we had lost her.

REMAnKS.

The travelling throughout was heavy, but much of the difficulty I experienced
on my outward journey miglit have been avoided by taking the saie route I did
returning-that is, a straight course to Cape De H aven. I was principally kept
from doing so by a desire to avoid the hummocky old foe off Cape Bowden,
which looked very formidable, but I found returning that the travelling over it
was very good.

The dogs were of little use amongst humnnocks, but on a floc two were about
egual to one man. We had not much provisions for theni, so werc obligcd to
give them soie of our pemmican. They had about thrce-quarters of a pound
each daily, when we could afford it.

The scale of victualling was very liberal, and gave great satisfaction. Owing
to the dogs we werc short of pennnican when we returned to Cape De Haven.
To make up for it I took instead seven tins of soup, two of which were
returned.

The following is a list of Provisions now encaché at Cape De laven:-
Pemmican - - - i case, and 14 lbs. of currants.
Biscuit - - - I case of 56lbs.

Soup -- 6 tins of Fortnun and Mason's.
2 1lb. tims of gravy.

Salt - - - - 31bs., i full case, and i ullage.
In a potato case soldered up:-

Biscuit - -251s.

Bacon -6 lbs. 4 z.
Chocolate - 2 1. in two 1 lb. tins.
Sugar for ditto -6 az. in five p:rcels.
Potatoes - -4 bs. 2 oz. u a bag.

-e 61bs oz.

Tea - - 6 a. lixed, in five parcels.
Sugar - 12., oz. m

In a tin soldered up:-
Fat for fuel

(Signed)
- 12 lbs.

W. B. SIImLLAnEAR, Second Master.

No. 5.

Proccedings of " North Star" up to 2 Ith August, 1853, and particulars of the
mnelancholy Loss of Lieutenant Bellt, of tle French Imperia] Navy, and

evidence ofthe men.

REPonT 0r Pnoer:EnINGs.

Commander PULLEN to Captain Sir E. BC.B.en, C.B.
II.M.S. " North Star," 3ccchey Island,

Sir, August 21, 1853.
1. Conunander Inglefield having yesterday informed me that it is his intention

to leave as soon as the despatches cai possihly be got reatl, I hastei to close
my proccedings in a condenscd forni up ta ths day, for a'ding to their Lord-
ships a copy of the samue, together with1 all despatches r'ecived, and every
document likely to advance the service in which we arc cngaged.



2. I forwarded on the 12th instant, by Lieutenant Bellôt, the French officer
of the " Phœnix,» who had volunteered to conduct a party with despatches on
to your ship, full accounts of-my proccedings since leaving you; but unhappily,
and which it is my melancholy duty to inform you, in the execution of which,
by a sudden and unforeseen disruption of the ice in Wellington Channel, he has
lost his life. The four men who accompanied him returned to the ship, two on
the 20th and the remaining two on the 21st, worn out with fatigue and exhaustion.
Their depositions were immediately taken, a copy of whichlenclose, onlyremarking
that up to this time and during their trying work they have done their duty well,
and spcak of Lieutenant Bellôt, although of a different nation, as an officer that
they would gladly follow as their leader. All here felt his loss most acutely;
lie was well known to us when in the " Prince Albert," and I consider it a most
fortunate thing his volunteering to lcad the party ; for the only officer I had was
away with CapLain Inglefield, myself and Mr. Shellabear only having returned
the previous niZht. I gave him no orders, merely a letter of remarks for his
guidance (see Enclosure), considering his experience sufficient under any circum-
stances. I therefore feel his loss nost painfully, for he was a good and worthy
young man, a credit to his profession, and although a foreigner, has shown such
zeal and encrgy in the cause we arc engaged in, that I should feel myself
honoured in being associated with him in any way.

3. On the 21st inst., at ten minutes after midnight, the ice in the bay began
to drive out at a rapid rate,. taking us with it; the inshore piece, however,
happily received a check by which we held on, and have since maintained our
position off Northumberland Flouse. The " Phonix" and transport were also
observed setting out of the bay and off from Cape Riley, wherc thcy had been
discharging provisions; the wind at the time was light from the castward. At
2.15 A.M. of that morning both vessels got so far to the westward, and outside
Beechey Island, that we lost sight of them from our deck. At 3.30 the steamer
alonc was seen again coming to the eastward under steam, but was soon checked
by a large floe-piece. I therefore concluded she had left the transport in a safe
position, perhaps in Union Bay, which was clear. At noon she signalized
" Transport is lost," and we could sec from our masthead that the steamer herself
was completely surrounded with heavy ice, and their saws at work as if endea-
vouring to eut a dock. In the evening the ice cased off, when she reached Cape
Riley, took up a position, and conunenced discharging. The next morning the
ice still opening, enabled her to reach the fast ice in this bay (wind northerly at
the time).

4. I have discharged all my crew who wished to leave, also those unfit for
Arctic service, together with Mr. M'Cormuick, surgeon, and Alston, mate, who
were desirous of returning to England.

5. An oflicer and two men were sent, on the return of the first two inen, to
relieve the others and also exaiine the state of the ice in Wellington Channel,
&c., to sec if it was practicable by boat or otherwise to communicate with you
-look-outs also from the to> of the island have been kept; and such is their
reports that not only mysel' but Captain Inglefield consider it imprudent to
detach any more parties to endeavour to communicate.

6. I bave acquainted Commander Inglefield with all your orders, wishes, and
intentions, taking fron him every available article of provision, &c. for travelling
he could spare, and necessary for the expedition under your comnmand.

7 From the long continuance of E. and S.E. winds packing the ice so much
to the westward and on these shores, that I fear the " Intrepid" will be very late,
if able to reach at all. I cannot venture an opinion on the season at present,
increly noting that it is a late one, and very different from last year. I confi-
dently expeet, and an prepared for, being driven out of this the first strong N.W.
wind; however, I hope to he able to return again, even if so, prior to your
arrival; and considering ail these circumstances,-a ship being bere fiom
England, the lateiness of the Scasol, &c., your opinon respecting this as a winter
quarters coinciding with ny own fron actual cxperience,-I shall, if you are not
ire b., the lst of' September, if possible remove to Gascoine Inlet.

8. I herewith enclose the copy of a notice set adrift on the lst of August, and
in conclusion regret to say, that having only so lately returned fron travelling,
and tiie being so short, I an unable at present to forward a separate report as
requested by you relating to the strandling and recovery Of the ship.

S 4



9. Three of the men of the late Lieutenant Bellôt's party have also exchanged
into the " Phoenix," so that we have now alost a new ship's company. I canot
wonder at so many lcaving ; for thc severe and J1eavy work that has fallen to
them, from the position in which the ship was unfortunately placed, and the
actual necessity of being obliged to keep then so continuously at it, induces me
to think that, if I may so say it, they are cowed, and dread the thoughts
of another winter. Ilad it not been for the good example shown by the execu-
tive officers, I hardly think we shouldi have kept them up to the mark. I cannot
refrain from bringing to your favourable notice Mr. Elliott, the clerk in charge,
whose duties, froin every document connected with the expedition, passing
through this ship, and having to be copied, have not only been heavy, but so
continuous, that le bas been most unremittingly employed.

I have, &c.
W. J. S. PULLEN, Commander.

Document (copy) set adrift this day enclosed report from Wellington Channel,
just reccived (noon) from the sunimit of Bcechey Island, is favourable to the
speedy arrivai of Sir E. Belcher and his ships.

W. J. S. P.

Set afloat from IHM.S. "North Star" lying in Erebus and Terror Bay,
Beechey Island, on the lst of August 1853:-The ice only opened out sufficiently
this day. 'lie " North Star" was driven on shore by ice and a beavy S.E. gale last
Septeiber, and only got off again on the 30th June, by cutting, blasting, and
clearing a space in the ice to heave her into. No intelligence yet of Sir E.
Belcher in the Wellington Channel. The " Resolute" and lier tender the

Intrepid" are at Dealy Isle, Melville Island; a party arrived here froi the
former on the 30th May last, with the intelligence of the " Investigator" being
in Mercy Bay, Baring Island, 167 miles from the " Resolute's" present winter
quarters. Baring Island is newly discoveredland, a continuation of 3anks's Land.
Tic " Investigator" bas been there since Septeniher 1851 ; if not able to get
through into Barrow Straits this season si is to le abandoned, and ail hands
come on to " Resolute." A party is now away from the ship on another visit to
Cape Becher for intelligence. Any person picking this up, it is rcqucsted it
may be forwarded to the Secretary of the Admiralty, London, with the date
whben, aiid wherc found.-" All well."

(Signed) W. J. S. PULLEN, Commander.
Another cask was set adrift with this; and last Septenber, one with two

bottles, each containing a notice.

Commander PULLEN to Lieutenant BELLÔT.

Her Maojesty's Ship " North Star,"
Dear Sir, 12th August 1853.

YoU having so gallantly voluntcered to lead the party I propose sending on to
Captain Sir E. B3elcber, I gladly avail iyself of the offer ; and as tiie is short
and of consequence, I (o not enter fully into detail, ncrely givinîg you a few
remarks and a liglt equipmnent. You are alrCady acquaintcd with my views as
to the probable spot in wbich youi will find tie " Assistance ;" and Point Ilogarth
being a principal point of rendezvous, iake for it as speedily as possible,
keeping as înch as you can the eastern shores on board, as [ klnow it is Sir
Edward's intention to travel this way if he cannot get on with the ship ; it is
therefore uncertaiin when he will leave.

Tiere is nothing withîin a reasonable distance of the shore to prevent a light
sledge getting on ; keep a sharp look-out, and I iardly tIhink he can pass you.
You he onie of Ilkett's large boats, I have therefore no fear for your
success, for tie ice is still hcavy in Wellington Cliannîel, and I hardly think it
vill break out. tins monti ; at ail events, shloiid you sec any signs to suppose

such likely to happen, nmake for tie shore, and ise yeur ow'n discretion as to
adfi anice or ret reat. 'hie boat will track weil inishore. Capt ain Inglefield, it is
possle>l, mîa.y cross you, but it can be only W eIll t tIo h northward ; Iowcver,
should such he t he case, I adrise oir going 1on together, more especially should
ho have bis large boat.

Provisiois are eletche. at Point Bowden and Poiit Rescue, but I trust you
wvill reach the "l Assistance" before you are out, and sie wiI be approaching you.



Pray show this to both Sir Edward and Captain Inglefield. Wishing you God
speed and every success,

I remain, &c.
To Lieutenant Bellôt. W. J. S. PULLEN.

ExTnACT from Sir E. Belcher's orders.

IT is probable that the " Assistance" will be at or near Cape Becher during the
month of August, thereforc any despatches which may arrive are to be forwarded
to meet the ship by the east side of the Wellington Channel, calling at Point
Hogarth, which will be a principal rendezvous; at all events, as the distance on
the present position wherc the ship may be icebound, is not more than four days,
easy marci, the officer should be instructed and provisioned to inove on, and
communicate with me. Indeed this duty must be imîperative, as the final deter-
mination of my movenients nust depend on the co-operation of the external
division, should it be found necessary to abandon the vessel next season.

I left the ships well to the eastward of Dundas Isle, and the ice breaking
aw'ay fast, therefore I think you will neet them well advanced towards us.

W. J. S. PULLEN.

STATEMENT of WILLIAM HARvEY, Boatswain's Mate H.M.S. "North Star."
LEFT the ship on Friday niglit, 12th August 1853, and encamped about three

miles from Cape Innis.
Second Journey.-Encanmped about three miles this side of Cape Bowden on

broken ice.
Third Journey.-After leaving Cape Bowden on Sunday niglt, we passed a

creek about four feet wvide running across the channel; we were then about three
miles off shore. After crossing this creck kept on up channel.

On being asked as to the state of the ice, replied no doubts were entertained
as to their safety, and Mr. Bellôt expressed a w'ish to get up to a cape which he
said was Grinnell, chcering on the men, saying lie wished to get insiore to
encanp, assisting with his track belt himself. On arriving at the open water off
Cape Grinnell (query), Mr. Bellôt tried twice to land i c the India-rubber boat,
but in consequence of a strong breeze frion the S.E. could not succeed. William
Harvey, boatswain's mate, and William Madden, A.B., then both got into the
boat and reached the shore, taking a line with them for a hauling line eaci way.
By this mcans threc loads werc landed fron the sledge, and the men on the ice
were hauling the boat off a fourth time when Madden, who was up to bis iniddle
in the water vith the hauling line in his hand, hailed Mr. Bellôt to say the ice
was on the move, driving up and off shore. Mr. Bellôt told him to let go the
line, which he did; those renaining on the ice with Mr. Bellôt then ran the boat
up to windward on the sledge, but the ice being so fàst in motion that, before
they could reaci the wished-for point, it had drifted considerably off' the shore.
I now went on the high land to watch, and saw them drifting up the chaniel and
off the land. I watched in this position for six hours, but lost sight of them
after two hours. When I last saw them the men were standing by the sledge
and Mr. Bellôt on the top of a hummock. They appeared to be on good solid
ice-wind at the time fromi S., blowing hard and snowing. After wvaitinng for
six hours, commenced our rcturn (all open water in the channel at this timîîe),
walked round Grillin Bay with a little provisions, and reached Cape Bowden, whcre
we remiained to take soeii rest. We lad not been there long when Madden
called me and said two men were coming. I jumped up immlediately andi hailed
them, asking where Mr. Bellôt was; they replied that lie was gone. On coming
up to us Hook said Mr. Bellôt was drowned. I asked hîim if he vas sure he
was. le said he was alniost sure, because he saw his stick in. the water, and
could not sec himu; after this wc made the best of our way or board, lcaving
them there.

WILLIM MADDEN, A.B., corroborates the above.
Q. Did you think the ice was dangerous?,
A. Yes, I certainly did, Sir.
Q. Why; for fear of breaking through or brcaking off the land?
A. Boith, Sir.
Q. Did you mention your fears to any one ?
A. No, Sir.
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[He also states that they must have been drifted back, and got on shore near
the same place as the accident happened.]

STATEMENT Of WILLIAM JOHNSON, A.B., who was on the ice with Lieut. Bellôt.

WE got the provisions on shore on Wednesday (1 7th); after we had done
that, there remained on the ice David Hook, A.B., Lieutenant Bellôt, and myself,
having with us the sled, nacintosh awning, and little boat; commenced trying
to draw the boat and sled to the southward, but found the ice driving so fast,
left the sled and took the boat only, bùt the wind vas so strong at the time
that it blew the boat over and over. We then took the boat with us under
shelter of a piece of ice, and Mr. Bellôt and ourselves coimmenced cutting an
ice house with our knives for shelter. Mr. Bellôt sat for half an hour in conver-
sation with us, talking of the danger of our position. I told him I was not
afraid, and that the American expedition was drivin up and down this channel
by the ice. He replied, " I know they were; and when the Lord protects us,
not a hair of our heads shall be touched." I then asked Mr. Bellôt what time it
was. He said " About a quarter past 8 A.M." (Thursday 18th), and then lashed
up his boots, and said he would go and see how the ice was driving. He had
only been gone about four minutes when I went round the same lunnock
under which ve vere sheltered to look for him; could not sec him; and on
returning back again to our shelter, saw bis stick on the opposite side of a crack,
about five fathoms wide, and the ice all breaking up. I then called out " Mr.
Bellôt!" but no answer (at this time blowing very heavy). After this I again
searched round, but could sec nothing of him. I believe that when he got from
the shelter the wind blew him into the crack, and his south-wester being tied
down, he could not rise. Finding there was no hope of again seeing Lieutenant
Bellôt, I said to Hook, "I'm not afraid; I know the Lord will always sustain us."
We commenced travelling to try to get to Cape De Haven or Point Phillips, and
when we got within two miles of Cape De Haven, could not get on shore, and
returned again for this side, endeavouring to get to the southward, as the ice
was driving to the northward. We were that night and the following day in
coming across, and came into the land on the eastern shore a long way to the
northward of the place where we were driven off. We got into the land at what
Lieutenant Bellôt told us was Point Hogarth (query).

Q. How did you get on shore ?
A. In drifting up the straits towards the Polar Sea, saw an iceberg

lying close to the shpre, and found it on the ground; succeeded in getting on it
and remained for six hours. I said to David Hook, "Don't be afraid ; we must
make a boat of a piece of ice ;" accordingly we got on to a piece passing, and I
had a paddle belonging to the India-rubber boat. [On being asked wlat became
of the India-rubber boat, replied it vas left where Lieutenant Bellôt was lost.]
By this piece of drift-ice we managed to reach the shore, and then proceeded to
where the accident happened: reached it on Friday ; could not find our ship-
mates or any provisions. Went on for Cape Bowden, and reached it on Friday
night: found Harvey and Madden there. They told us they were going on to
the ship with the mail bag. We rested that night in a mniserable state, and in the
morning got some bread and penimicanl out of tIc caché, and after we had refreshed
ourselves proceeded for the ship.

Q. What sort of travelling was it ?
A. Very indifferent with respect to watcr on the floe. States that they were

saying it would be better travelling in the middle of the channel, and Mr. Bellôt
hearing this, said it was Captain Pullen's orders to keep close to the starboard
shore (generally kecping within two miles).

Q. 1-lad any of you any fears on your way up?
A. No, not any of us.
Q. Do you thiik Mr. Bellôt vas afraid?
A. No, Sir; he was a good officer.

iD HIooK, A.B., corroborates the statement of Johnson.
Q. What sort of travelling had you on your way up
A. Very bad, so much dcep water on the ice.
Q. Did you feel alarnicd on your w ay up ?
A. No, not in the lcast afraid ; I was very glad I was going.
Q. Do you think you could have founcd a better route?
A. No, Sir.



Q. Do you think there is any hope of Lieutenant Bellôt's being alive?
A. No, Sir, I am sure lie cannot be; for when we missed him, we could see the

«shore distant then about four miles.
William Johnson, A.B., further states, Lieutenant Bellôt made a remark to

-him a short time before he was lost, saying, nothing made him more happy than
to think he was not on shore, for knowing his duty as an officer, he would see
the last danger; adding, he w'ould rather d.. here than be on shore to be saved.

Commander PULLEN's Recmarks.
I think I may positively say that I can place every confidence in these state-

ments, particularly Johnson's, who, I am happy to say, not only does his duty
well, but is a moral and good man. The distances which I have placed queries
against, I consider they are mistaken in, which cannot be wondered at, from their
anxiety, fatigue, and working for their lives; for the distance between Point
Hogarth and Cape Bowden is too great for any manl to travel in so short a space
of time. Their going across the channel to De Haven I do not doubt, for that
place they knew well, having been there before ; and close to it they knew there
was my caché of provisions.

W. J. S. PULLEN, Commander

SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY to Commander PULLEN.
Sir,

I HAVE received and laid before rny Lords Commissioners of the A dmiralty,
the despatches which you forwarded by H.M.S. "Phnix," detailing the pro-
ceedings of H.M.S. " North Star," under your conmnand, up to the 24th August
last.

My Lords have read with much interest the report of these proccedings, of
which they entirely approve, as also of your exertions when the " North Star "
took the ground on the ice setting into the bay and forcing that ship on to the
shingle; and my Lords desire to convey to you the expression of their satisfac-
tion at your conduct, and that of the officers, seamen, and marines of the " North
Star " on that trying occasion.

It is scarcely necessary for my Lords to assure you that the intelligence of
the melancholy death of Lieut. Bellôt, whose conduct and example has ever
been beyond praise, has been received by their Lordships with deep regret.

I am, &c.
(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON.

X 1.

Orders to, and Proceedings of, Commander Henry Trollope, Her
Majesty's Discovery Ship 'Rattlesnake."

No. 1.
By the Commissioners for exccuting the Office of Lord High Admiral

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c.
WHEREAS it is necessary to replenish Her Majesty's Sloop 4 Plover," now il,

position at Point Barrow, Behring Strait, with stores and provisions, as well for
the future supply of that vesse], as for the purpose of nceting the wants of the
crews of the " Enterprise " and " Iivcstigator," should those sbips be driven
back upon Behring Strait, or should circunistances have rendered it imperatively
necessary for the crews to ab-idon thei, a course stated by Commandec
M'Clure (in a letter, dated 20th July 1850, to Captain Kellett) "he miglt be

compelled to adopt after the wintcr of 1852, by procccding in the spring of
1853 to quit his vessel with sledges and boats, anid iake the best of his way to
Ponds Bay, Leopold Harbour, the Mackeiizie River, or for whalers, according

" to circimstaices."
With the vicw, therefore, of conveying assistance to the ships at Behring

Strait, wc have appropriatcd the " Rattlesnake " for this service, and we have
appointed you to the command of that ship, with a full reliance on your
acquaintance with all that is necessary for carryimg out the same, and on your
personal knowledge of the coast on which you are to be erployed. In furtherance
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of this.object you are hereby required and directed to put to sen so soon as -the
I" Rattlesnake ". shall be in all respects ready, and to use every exertion to be
off Cape Lisburne, Behring Strait, at as early a period of this year as possible.
In order to aid you in this purpose a steamer will be directed to tow you clear of the
channel,. and you will after watering, if necessary, at Madeira, Teneriffe, or
Cape de Verdes, proceed direct to Cape Virgins, on the castern side of the
Strait of Magellan, where a steamer wdll mecet you fron Rear-Admiral Hen-
derson's squadron, and will tow you through the Straits, and as inucli further
on your voyage as circunstances will admit. You will then procced to Valparaiso
and replenish with provisions and other stores, and from thence continue your
voyage to Honolulu, in the Sandwich Islands; and, having taken on board
whatever may be required, especially potatoes and other vegetables for your
own ship, as well as the " Plover," you will, without any unnecessary delay at
that port, procced direct for Clarence Harbour in order to ascertain if any party
or later intelligence from the " Plover " shall have arrived there; and failing this,
you will use your best endeavours to procced with the "l Rattlesnake" to Cape
Lisburne, wherc you will probably ineet with the officer and boat's crew of the
" Plover," which Commander Maguire in his letter to the Secretary of the
Admiralty, No. 38, of the 20th August last, states will bc at that point on the
15th July 1853.

You will deliver to this officer the accompanying despatch for Commander
Maguire, and of which you have a copy, together with a copy of your own
orders, and supplying hii with what his boat can carry, and nay most desire,
thaking sure of your return with the 'ý Rattlesnake" to Grantley Harbour, Port
Clarence, before the season of 1853 is too far advanced.

Your ship is in all respects fitted and provided for the service upon which you
are eniployed, and you are well acquainted with all that is necessary on such
occasions for the health of those under your orders, and for the security of Her
Majesty's ship. You will employ your people, as far as is practicable in the
wtinter inonths, in the preparations necessary for every operation in the spring,
or so soon as the opening of the ice vill admit of carrying supplies to Commander
Maguire, or to other points, as circumstances may determine.

You will take- every means of lcaving proper records of your condition and
intended proccedings, and of the positions wliere you may have deposited
provisions ; taking as your guide for the distinctive mark of such records, the

,instructions contained in par. 7 of cur orders to Sir E. Belcher, and Sir E.
Belcher's direction in his letter to the Lords of the Admiralty of 29th May
1852, iii furtherance of these orders. And you vill also convey every informa-
tion to us by the whale ships which pass through the Strait on their return to
the respective counitries to which they belong. You are not to confine your corn-
munications to one ship alone, but by every opportunity to keep us inforned
of every circumstance connected with your own ship, and also the " Plover."

In the sunmmer of 1854 a vessel will be dcspatched fron the Pacific squadron
to communicate withl Clarence Harbour at as carly a period as possible, and by
·that means you will receive instructions as to your future proceedings, which
may depend on the information which nay reach England from Sir Edward
Beicher, or fron the western coast ; but should, froi any unforeseen crcum-
stance, no vessel be able to reach Clarence Harbour, it is our wish that before
the close of the season of 1854 you should deposit your spare provisions and
stores, with a boat, at your winter quarters, and thnc procced to lonolulu, and
therc wait our Êùrther orders ; and in anticipation of such departure it would
appear to be necessary, that during the winter of 1853, and spring of 1854, you
should construct a house at Clarence Harbour capable of containing about 70
persons, and made as complete as circunstances will admit, for the shelter of
any of Captain Collinson's expedition, should they have left their ships, cither
in boats, or by land, and fall back upon that place.

It will be advisable in the spring of 1854 to forward travelling parties
towards the northern shore, for the pirpose of inquiring whether anythîing can be
traccd of Captain Collinson's party, or of any mnen from the "l Plover ;" and as
you will reccive consideraible assistance in iis o<bject fromi the Indians whose
settlements are in] the vmJnity of your winter quarters, you a: to culti rate tieir
good felings by every means in your power, and to take care that no cause of
offence be given to then; and for all supplies of provisions which their hunting
parties nay procure, yo are always to pay in a liberal and proper manner.

You arc supplied with all documents and papers connected with the various



Polar searches,' and in, closing these orders, we have to'express'our coifiglénce
in youe ability, and to leave you to act .in such manner as vill best fulfil our
intentions.

Given under our hands this 9th February 1853.
(Signed) J. R. G. GRinAA."

HYDE PARKER.
M. F. F. BERKEiLE.

To Henry Trollope, Esq.,
Commander of H.M.S. " Rattlesnake,"

at Portsnouth.
By Command of their Lordships,

W. A. B. IIAMILTON.

No. 2.

Sir, Admiralty, February 15th 1853.
I Au commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify

their direction to you to use your discretion as to quitting your present quarters
after the receipt of this, and endeavouring to secure the " Plover" for the winter
in Grantley Harbour ; but should you deern it prudent to remain where you are
for the ensuing winter, my Lords desire you will use your utmost endeavours,
as soon as the season will permit in 1854, to reach the )vinter quarters of the
Il Rattlcsnakc " in Grantley Harbour, so as to effect a junction with that ship in

time to make the necessary exchanges between the two crews, and receive the
needful supplies before the " Rattlesuake " shall have been compelled, to quit
Behring Strait in the autumn of 1854, on her return to this country.

2. In the event of your remaining this winter in Moore Harbour, you are to
employ yourself in depositing all the supplies you can spare for the relief of any
party that miglit reach that neighbourhood fron Captain Collinson's, or Com-
mander M'Clure's slip. You will also extend your parties right and left along
the shore, and in such direction as may be advisable, as far as may be prudent,
in order to deposit notices of your proceedings and intentions, and of the store
of supplies Jeft st Moore Harbour.

3. fefore quitting Moore Harbour you will ercct such house or place of shelter
for any arriving party as your means will permit, and even if you should bc unable
to move the " Plover" round to Grantley Harbour, you and your people are at
all events to iake good your retreat to the quarters to be provided in that
harbour by Commander Trollope.

4. For directions as to the course to be adopted in depositing notices of your
intentions, and of the supplies left in Moore Harbour, their Lordships refer you to
their instructions to Sir Edward Belcier, and to the further remarks on that sub-
ject contained in Sir Edward Belcher's letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty,
of the 29th May last, from Whale Fish Islands.

I have, &c.
W. A. B. HAMILTON.

Commander Maguire,
H. M. Discovery Ship " Plover,"

Moore Harbour, Point Barrow;
or to any oflicers of the " Plover,"

at Cape Lisburne.

No. 3.

REPORTING PROCEEDINGS.

Commander TRoLLoI'E to the SECRETARY OF TnE ADMIRALTY, London.
Her Majesty's Sloop "I Rattlesnake,"

Porto Grande, St. Vincent, Cape dc Verdes,
Sir, 15th March 1853.

I BE( to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the
Adniiralty, that 1-er Majesty's sloop " Rattlesnakc," under My command, arrived
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nere this morning, the 15th instant, and that I bpe to' sail to-morrow for the
Straits of Magellan and Valparaiso. Her Majesty's steam sloop " Basilisk"
left us in latitude 490 38' N., and longitude 5 13' W. ; the hawser carried away
twice in towing, and as there vas considerable sea when we parted company,
Captain Egerton did not think it desirable that boats should be risked in trans-
ferring them. I have therefore had them surveyed, and taken on charge as
junk.

2. I am glad to say that all on board are well, and that the ship is tolerably
tight; one of the scuttles on the lower deck still leaks, and some of the slops
have been wet, but not materially danaged. I hope the means taken by our
carpenters, now that we are able to get to the outside, vill remedy this defect;
the main deck ports have also been much inconvenience to us from not having
been roperly caulked; but this also will be remedied, I hope.

3. I found here six Frencli, two Austrians, one Dane, and two Portuguese,
all having brouglit coal from Swansea, and not one English vessel in the bay.

4. We have been able to get five-or six days' fresh beef and some fruit. As
there is a considerable swell in the bay, and mucli surf on the shore, I have
thought it right to obtain water by purchase in preference, to exposing our own
tien, and risking any injury to the boats; the expense of which I hope their
Lordships will not object to.

5. I beg leave to enclose a state and condition of this ship.
I have, &c.

HENRY TROLLOPE, Commander.

No 4.

Commander TROLLOPE to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMiRALTY, London.
REPORTING PRocEEDINGS.

H.M. S. " Rattlesnake," Port Gallant,
Straits of Magalihaen, 14th May 1853.

Sir, (Received lOth July.)
siiled from Eddvstone 1. I BEG leave to inform you that Her Majesty's ship " Rattlesnake " arrived
February 24th 1853. here on the 10th instant in seventy-five days from England. On the i 5th
en;15o Euat, March we arrived at St. Vincent, Cape de Verdes, where we complcted our
40 to Magalhaen water, and procured six days' fresh beef and vegetables; sailed on the followine

$ ':' "'o"t day; crossed the line in 21° 30' West on the 30th March. (On the 27th
of March we exchanged numbers with Her Majesty's sloop " Cygnet" in
20° 43' West and 1° Il' North.) Passed between Trinidad and Martin Vas
Rocks on the 9th April, and made Cape Virgins, bearing west fifteen miles, on
Tuesday 10th May at 10 A.M., soon after which we had the satisfaction of
seeing Her.Majesty's steam sloop " Vixen " coming ont of the straits ; off Dunge-
ness she took us in tow, and brought us to an anchor under Mount Aynond
in Possession Bay, at 6 P.-.; we had all plain sail set and a fresh breeze, the
wind abeam; she towed us 8s, 9, and 10 knots an hour; on the fbllowing day
she towed us through the narrows with very little wind, in fact the whole day
vas calm and beautiful, more like spring in England than a winter's day in

these regions with the hills covered with snow.
2. At 6 P..r. we were abreast of the Chilian settlement at Sandy Point; the

steamer cast us off to pick up an anchorage for the niglit, and we stoodi ini uder
topsails, jib, and spanker. The watcr shoaled very suddenly froi 30 to 10,
and then 5 fathoms in three casts of the lead, and in rouiding-to, jUSt as we let
go the anchor, the ship tailed on a bank and hung in less than 2j fathioms. As
the tide was falling we did not attempt to heave lier off for two or three hours,
when, with the aid of a hawscr from the " Vixen," and the chcerful assistance of
Captain Barnard, we hove her off. As the bottom w-as soft and the water per-
fectly smooth, I consider she has not sustained the slightest damage; in fact she
was so quiet that we hardly knew she was on shore.

3. Tie height of the land and the deepness of the water deccived me or I
should not have gone so close in.

4. Hitherto the weather has been beaitiful, and we have been favoured in
every way by falling in with the steamer and with such weather as is rarcly
ound in these straits.
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5. I regret to say that I have been obliged to apply to Captain Barnaid for a
survey on two men, John Smith, ice-quartermaster, and William Wilson, A.B,
who are quite unable to endure the climate; indeed their lives would be endan
gered by remaining here. We have also several men in the sick list, who, I fcar,
will not be availab e for duty'for several weeks ; the cases are not severe ones,
but it diminishes our strength considerably. On reporting this to Captain
Barnard he has permitted six men to volunteer from his ship, and lie has also
allowed us to retain a supernumerary marine who was ordered a passage to
rejoin the "Trident" until the sanction of the Commander-in-Chief can be
obtained.

6. Captain Barnard brought down 800 lbs. of pumpkins, which he had the
consideration to retain for our use. I have ordered them to be issued in addition to
the established allowance, as we have now been eighty days at sea, in consider-
ation also of our being short handed, and the nature of the climate, and the
additional work entailed upon the men, I have ordered an extra allowance of
cocoa and a quarter of a pound of preserved meat and biscuit to be issued as a
morning neal before turning the hands up, both of which I trust their Lordships
will approve of.

7. In conclusion, I have only to express my hope that we may be enabled to
proceed on our destination, and that nothing will be wanting on our parts to
endeavour to carry out their Lordships' orders to the fullest extent.

I have, &c.
HENRY TROLLOPE, Commander.

The "Vixen " had been waiting our arrival in the enti ance of the strait since
the 17th April. Cape Virgins itself is an exceedingly difficult and dangerous
place to mamntain a station, and consequently bad for a rendezvous ; but Posses-
sion Bay under Mount Aymond is a sheltered anchorage, easy to approach and
also to Icave. A vessel also with the following bearings lies out of the strength
of the tide and in moderatelwater:-

16 fathoms, Mount Aymond W. by N. 1 N., Magnetic.
co'rse Mount Dinero Bluff, E. by N. N.

coarse Highest part of Bluff abreast,sand. N.W. . W.,
About seven miles from the land. H. T.

No. 5.

Commander TROLLOPE tO the SECRETARY oF THE ADMIRALTY, London.
H. M. S "R attlesnake," Valparaiso,

31st May 1853.
Sir, (Received 18th July.)

As the packet starts for Panama to-morrow, I beg leave to forward duplicates
of my letters to you from Magalhaen's Straits, and also my letter to Admiral
Moresby, reporting proccedings up to the arrival of the " Rattlesnake " at Val-
paraiso on the 31st May 1853. I trust we shall leave this on Saturday 4th June
for the Sandwich Islands and Behring Straits,

I have, &c.
FIENRY TROLLOPE, Commander.

Commander TROLLOPE to Ricar-Admiral FAIRFAX MoREsBY, C.B., &c.

H. M. S. " Rattlesnake," Valparaiso,
Sir, 31st May 1853. •

I uio leave to acquaint you that H. M. S. " Rattlesnake' arrived here on the
31st May. I enclose a copy of my letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty,
reporting proceedings up to our falling in with I-. M. steani sloop "Vixen" off
Cape Virgins on the loth May, and arrival at Port Gallant on 13th May.

During our passage through the Straits of Magalhacn we anchored seven
tines: in Possession Bay, under Mount Aymiond, on May the loth ; off the
Chileno Settlement, at Punta Arcna, on the 11ith ; at St. Nicholas Bay on the
12th ; at Port Gallant on the 131,h ; at Borja Bay on the 14th ; Half-Port Bay
on the 15th.
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On the niglit,of the 16th we were in tow of the " Vixen" in Sea Reach, with
a strong breeze and hcavy rolling sea, wearing several times, and on the morning
of the 17th, the wind still increasing, we anchored in the Harbour of Mercy;
on the 18th it moderated, and the " Vixen" again took us in tow past Cape
Pillar and twenty-five miles to the westward. Asthere was still a hcavy rolling
swell we did not attempt to cominunicate, but we have every reason to express
our grateful thanks to Captain Barnard and the " Vixen'' for the able and
cheerful assistance afforded us.

Until ve arrived at San Nicholas Bay the weather continued calm and favour.
abh for towing; but after that strong westerly and N.W. gales, with sleet and
snow, were prevalent; neverthcless, the "Vixen" towed us admirably-far better
than could have been expected, more particularly in Sea Reach, where there was
a heavy sea in addition to contend against.

We were fortunate in meeting an easterly wind, which gave us a good offing.
We stood W.S.W. (west truc) until we got into 800 west, where a falling
barometer warned us of a change, and a furious gale came on ftom N.W. The
only indication of the change was the barometer ; for although it -was cloudy
with rain, no one anticipated vind. I feel sure this máy be adduced as an
instance of the benefit arising froni watching this invaluable instrument ; between
53° and 40° we had a succession of westerly gales, with alost constant rain
and sleet.

In 40° S. and 77° W., the 'wind came S.W., gradually hauling round to S.E.,
with which we made Valparaiso Point at 7 A.. this day, bearing E. by S.

In the straits we met the " Otter" screw steamer of 286 tons, and 225
horse power, belonging to the Hudson Bay Company, bound to Vancouver's
Island. She left Plymouth on the 4th February, three weeks before us; but
had been to the Falkland Islands for water, and arrived in the straits on the 2d
May. She had been wooding and watering, and coaling also, from a supply
that some one, I believe a merchant at Buenos Ayres or Monte Video, had left
at Port Famine.

The only vessel we spoke was an American ship, the " John Shepperd"
from New York to California ; she had sprung a leak, and bore up to go through
the Straits of Magalhaen, instead of round the Horn. Captain Barnard sup.
plied him with a chart and sailing directions, as he lad none of his own. He
anchored in company with us under Mount Aymond, on the 10ti, after which
we saw nothing more of him.

I beg leave to enclose a copy of the log, and a state and condition of the
slip. 

I have, &c.
HENRY TROLLOPE, Commander.

The " Vixen" lad been waiting our arrival in the entrance of the Straits since
the 17th April. Cape Virgins itself is an exceedingly difflcult and dangerous
p lace to maintain a station, and consequently had fbr a rendezvous; but
Possession Bay, under Mount Aymond, is a sheltered anchorage, easy to
approach, and also to lcave. A vessel also with the following bearimgs lies out
of the strengtli of the tide, and in moderate water:-

16 fath Mount Aymond, W. by N. 1 N., Magnctic.
coamse Mount Dmero Bluff, E. by N. IN.
coarse Highiest part of Bluff abreast,sand. N.W. b W. r,,

About seven miles fromn the land.

No. 6.

Commander TROLLOPE to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRATY, London.
Her Majesty's Sloop " Rattlesnake," Honolulu,

Oahu, 25th July 1853.
Sir, (Rcccivcd 24th October.)

I B3EG leave to enclose herewith a copy of my letter to Rear-Admiral Moresby,
C.B., detailing my proceedings in Her Majesty's sloop " Rattlesnake," since
lcaving Valparaiso, and also a state and condition of the ship.

I have, &c.
HENRY TROLLOPE, Commander.



REPORTING PROCEEDINGS.

Commander TROLLOPE to Rear-Admiiral FAIRFAX MOREsBY, C.B. &c.,
Commander-in-Chief.

Her Majesty's Sloop "Il Rattlesnake,"
Sir, Honolulu, Oahu, 25th July 1853.

1. I HAvE the honour to inform you that Her Majesty's sloop " Rattlesnake"
arrived here on the 22d July, in 43 days from Valparaiso; we sighted the
islands of St. Anbrose and St. Felix on the 13th of June, and crossed the
Equator in 115° W.; lost the trade in 7° 30' N., and 118° 15' W., on the 6th;
got the N.E. trade in 13° 50' N., 120° W., on the 10th; sighted Mowee at
sunset on the 21 st, and anchored in the outer roads here at 2 IP.uI. on the 22d.
Her Majesty's ship " Amphitrite" sailed on the 16th of June. Capt. Frederick
proposes remaining at Port Clarence until the end of August: I therefore trust
we shall fall in with her.

2. We have taken on board here four bullocks, twenty pigs, four thousand
pounds of flour, and three thousand pounds of potatoes, which will complete us
to full allowance for two years of bread and meat; but it will, doubtless, last
for a longer period fron the savings, and also from occatsional supplies of fresh
meat -which we may obtain from the natives. Although I could have wished to
have had more of thesc necessary articles, I believe we have as nuch as we
can with safety stow; of other provisions we have a much larger supply.

3. In consideration of thc length of time we have been on salt provisions, and
the shortness of our stay, I have caused double the usual allowance of vege-
tables to be issued to the ship's company while we remain.

4. Considering it probable that cash might bc useful in naking purchases
from the American whale ships, I have directed the paymaster to draw a bill on
the Accountant-General for 651., or 300 dollars, in addition to that drawn at
Valparaiso, for the above purpose, agreeably to chapter 3, article 3, and page
70 of the Paynaster's Tnstructions; which I hope vill nicet their Lordships'
approval.

5. Not having been supplicd with any linseed oil with the twill cloth for over-
coats, and only 32 gallons being allowed as two years' allowance for painting
the ship, I have purchased 28 gallons of linseed oil for painting the coats.

6. We sail to-day for Port Clarence, passing through the Anoutka passage,
and I hope and trust we shall fall in with Capt. Frederick on or about the 20th
of August.

7. Small-pox lias been, and indeed still is, prevalent here; I have therefore
endeavoured to comniunicate as little as possible ; the deaths have been nany,
but chiefly aniong the natives who have not been vaccinated.

8. I enclose a sate and condition of the ship, and
Have, &c.

HENRY TRoLioPE, Commander.

No. 7.

llP'onTINo PRoCEEDINOS.

II.M.S. " Rattlesnake," Port Clarence, Ist Septenber 1853.
Sir, (Recived 16th Deceniber.)

I mEa to acquaint you, for the information of ny Lords, that Her Majesty's
sloop " Rattlesnakc " arrived at Port Clarence on Monday, 22nd August, il
twenty-seven days fron 1-lonolulu. We lost the trade on August 3rd, in 330 30'
north, and 163' 24' west ; entered the fogs on the il th, iii 40' 30' and 169°, but
were notwithstanding fortunate iii gcetting observations the day before wC passed
the Aleutians, which we did between Segonian and Arnoutka (16th August),
without sceing the land. Although t e ship's course was niot particularly
influenced by it, and there is said to be no race in this cianel, I iiever saw
such a confused tunbling sca, with appearance of overfalls, &c.; it washed oine
of the ganîgways aw'ay, and broke on board us several tinies. The fogs still
continued, with strong westcrly breczes; wc found wc could nlot weather the
Pribyloff Isles, and therefore passed betweeni St. George and St. Paul's. The
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channel is broad and free from danger, but reefs exténd off the south-east end of
St. Paul's, and a boiling surf breaks on the long low level island called Morjovi
or Morse'Isle. 1From the appearance of the water, I should say no ship ought
to approach unnecessarily within five miles. We sighted Cape Rodney at sun-
set on the 21st, and on the following norning had the satisfaction of secing Her
Majesty's Sloop " Plover" coming from G rantley ; she had just parted company
with Her Majesty's Ship " Amphitrite," and was on lier way to Point Barrow.
Captain Maguire pulled out to us, and arranged that we should both anchor under
Point Spencer, and transfer the provisions and stores (of which I enclose the
lists). We had two bullocks and sixteen pigs for him, the former were killed
and would give fresh meat for ber crew, for eleven or twelve days; but of the
pigs they would only take four, in addition to four others received from the
" Amphitrite." Sie was, in fact, terribly crowded. Five of our men volunteered
for her, and five from ber were transferred to the " Amphitrite," so that she bas
left with ber crew in good liealth; and I believe our arrival, besides the good
things we brought them, cheered them up in a manner, and to a degree that is
better felt than described.

2. The "Plover" sailed at 3 a.M. on Wednesday, 24th August, with a nice
breeze fron S.E., which continued for full thirty-six hours afterwards, so that I
have no doubt she got through the straits, and as she is only three days later in
starting than she was last year, I anticipate that ber arrival at Point Barrow will
be equally favourable.

3. Aller staying another day at Point Spencer to collect drift wood for building
the bouse, we went up to Grantley Harbour, and comnenced lightening to
enable ber to enter the narrow and soinewhat intricate channel; in doing which
we have great reason to thank Captain Frederick and the " Amphitrite " for their
most cheerful and valuable assistance.

4. I propose to leave Grantley Harbour about the middle of July, and then
to skirt the ice between Asia and Aierica, as flir as we can go with safety; and
to be off Icy Cape, Wainwright Inlet, or Point Franklin, as the case nay be, and
the ice determine, about the first week in August, there to look out for the
" Plover," and return with lier to Port Clarence. This course has becn agreed
upon with Captain Maguire, and wil, I trust, ncet their Lordships' approval, as
the nost likely to be of service to the cause. No bencfit would be derived from
our being off the coast of America until August, it not being possible that the

Plover ' could leave Point Barrow before that time, and the sooner we have
some change after being released froin wintcr quarters, the better it will be for
the liealth and spirits of the men ; and we may perhaps do some good or obtain
some information by skirting the pack; besides, the " Plover's " condition not
being particularly good, if anything happened to her we sbould be able to find
our way to Point Barrow, and reccive lier crew.

5. On our falling ini with the " Plover," or receiving lier crew, I proposed
returning to Port Clarence to meet the vessel their Lordships' orders give me
to understand wvill be despatchled from Admiral Moresby's squadron; or, in the
event of our not receiving further orders, to deposit our spare provisions in the
bouse, and proceed to lonolulu.

6. Since writing the ahove, I have twice, without success, attenpted to take
the ship into Grantley Harbour. After sounding and buoying the channel, and
finding, as we thought, 17 feet and 16 feet 6 inches throughout, we weighed
with the wind at E.N.E., but took the ground in the narrowest part ; the tide
ebbing an hour afterwards, left us with only 14 feet, although we had 17 feet
and 19 feet within a ship's length. We laid two anchors out astern, but could
not start ber an inch, therefore commenced ligltening lier. Aller taking about
80 tons out, being favoured with reniarkably fine and caln weather, on the
following day, after iaving been 20 hours on shore, we hove ber off without
difficulty ; in fact, froi the taut strain tiere was upon the lawsers, she went off
almost of ber own accord. 't'lie hottomî is soft clay, therefore she sustained no
damage, but I do not think it advisable to take a ship of this class into Grantley
Harbour; we might indeed lighten her much more, but with great risk of
danaging the stores and dry provisions, which nust niecessarilv lic much exposed.
In fact, aided as wc vere by the " Amuphitrite's " boats, and during unusually fine
weather, I was most anxious about it. The channel is extremely narrow and
intricate, and the bottom evidently goes in ridges, so that it might be possible to
carry a line of soundings of 17 feet n, and then go over the same ground and
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have 15, 14, and even 13 feet; and if a ship gets on shore in the passage, and a
south-westerly wind comes on, the sea gets up so rapidly that tfie cônsequence;
might be serious. There is a certain risk of having the ship in Port Clarence
wh'en the ice breaks up, but as far as I can judge, not so great but that it may
be encountered. On Thursday, the ist September, we made a fresh attempt,
using greater caution than before, warping in with hawsers both aliead and astern,
but although under peculiarly favourable circumstances, ftom a southerly wind
having raised the water considerably, we again stuck fast, and were obliged to
haul her off. I have now determined not to attempt it again, and I can only
hope that the result will prove that I have not judged improperly.

7. In the event of their Lordships' requiring the " Rattlesnake " to return to
the northward from Honolulu, or to remain here during the winter of 1854 and
1855, I beg leave to enclose demands for provisions and stores for another
twelvemonth, dating from November 1854.

8. I enclose a state and condition of this ship.
I have, &c.

HENRY TROLLOPE, Commander.

No. 8.

Ber Majesty's Sloop " Rattlesnake,"
Sir, Port Clarence, ilth September 1853.

1. I BEG to enclose a copy of my letter sent by Her Majesty's ship " Am-
phitrite" on the 4th instant.

2. The " Koh-i Noor," a small schooner of 135 tons, George Levine, master,
fron -oing-Kong, is on lier return to that port; and I take the opportunity of
vriting, although I have nothing to add but that we are watering, wooding, and
preparing for the wintcr.

3. The " Koh-i-Noor" is trading for skins and walrus tceth; she left Hong-
Kong on the 27th of May and arrived here on the 2d of August, whence she
procecded to the coast of Asia, but docs not appear to have gone farther than
Kolintchin or Burney's Island; the supercargo, Mr. Gustav Overbeck, told me
that he found the natives had paplers in French and Russian addressed to any
shipwrecked persons, desiring thei to write their state and condition on the
back, when the papers would he forwarded to the Russian ports, and ncasures
taken to assist and relieve tliemn; he did not make an exact copy, but this was
the purport, and it appears so fhr satisfactory, as proving that even in this remote
quarter steps have beei taken by the Russian Governrment for assisting our
mnissing countryimen ; and as this bas been accidentally proved in this port, the
inost distant fron the Russian head-quarters, it may bc inferred that similar
measures have been taken more to the west.

4. Mr. Levine reports having seen or fallen iii with twenty-fivc sail of whalers.
Whales, walrus, and scal in the utmost abundance. He hid some very fine
speciiens of' tusks-sone the pair weighing 20 lbs., while the average is 5 to 10
and 12 lbs. Altogether hie seened to think a profitable voyage had beeii made,
and they would double the original outlay.

5. The ice appears to have prevented their further advance, as it seems to
have been his wish to have gone up to 1-erald's Island ; but his reports are
vague in this respect, and lie hiad not paid much attention to his position.

6. The " Koh-i-Noor," or sone similar vessel, is to lcave Hong-Kong in
May 1854, and renew le voyage they have made this year, and he speaks f
coming to Port Spencer with supplies of potatocs, pigs, &c. for the whalers.
I mention this as it may be convenient to their Lordships to know that sucli
means of communication exist. Mr. Levine tells me that he informed the
senior oflcer at -Iong-Kong that lie was coming here and offered to bring any-
thing fbr Captain Collinson's ships.

I have, &c.
HENRY TROLLOPE, Commander,
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On going on board the " Koh-i-Noor," I found that Mr. Overbeck had made
a copy of the Frencli part of the paper alluded to in niy letter.

12th September 1853.
Hr. TRuoLLoPE.

Messieurs les Etrangers,
LEs croiseurs m'ont donnés la connaissance de votre naufrage près du cote

le l'Empire Russe, c'est pourquoi je vous prie de m'avertir en écrivant sur le
papier.

De quelle pays étes-vous ? Quel est le bût de votre croisiere sur la ner
glaciale?

De quel moyen pensez-vous revenir à votre patrie ? et ne faut-il pas pour
vous quelque recours ?

Sredne, Kolynark,
le 24e Mars 1853.

(Signé) FERDINAND C îhauwssKIEY.

No. 9.

SECRi-TARY oF *TuE ADIRIIIALTY to Commander MAGERuEua.

Sir, 16th January 1854.
I AM cominanded by nmy Lords Comnissioners of the Admiralty to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your letter of the lst of September last, detailirg your
proceedings, and to acquaint you that they have the entire approval of muy Lords,
who consider that praise is due to you for your active exertions, by which you
iade good your passage to Port Clarence before the season closed.

I am, &c.
W. A. B. HAMILTON.

Commander Trollope,
H.M. Discovery Sloop " Rattlesnake,"

Port Clarence, Behring Straits.

XII.

Report on the Proceedings of Her Majesty's Ship " Aniphitrite,"
Captain Frederick.

No. 1.

REPowr or PitocEiisNGs.

Captain FREDERICK to the SECRETARY oF rHE- ADIRîA.LuTY, London.

II. M. S. " Amphitrite," San Francisco,
31st October, 1853.

Sir, (Recived 16th Dccembxer.)
1. I iiAv the honour to acquaint you that I sailed fron -lonolulu in Her

Majesty's ship under my command on the 16th June.
2. It was iy intention to have passed through the Aleutian Chain by the

Amoughta Channel; but the wind hcaded us off, and on the 28th we iade the
islands of the Four Mountains. These islands are very renarkable, having conical
peaks from 3,000 to 4,000 feet in hcight ; thev werc covered with snow fully
thrce-fourths of their height, and partially to the water's edge. 'eli weather
being moderate and tolerably clear, I determined on trying the channel between
these islands and the island of Younaska. It is ten or cleven miles wide, and
apparently free from danger. We stood through about mid-channel, and had



no soundings at fifteen fathoms ; there was a rippling of the water, but not any
strength of current.

3. On the 6th of July we made King's Island, and the same evening anchored
off Point Spencer, Port Clarence.

4. On the following day, examination was made of the notices, caché of provi-
sions, and coals. Everything was found as we left it last year, with the excep-
tion of the " Plover's" storchouse, which was partly knocked down by the snow.

5. On the 16th we sailed; beat through the straits the following day, and
arrived off Cape Lisburne on the morning of the 19th.

6. To my surprise, the shore both to the southward and north-castward of
the cape was blockcd with ice ; the southern pack extended from the cape
as far as could be scen, and about fifteen miles deep from the land; the other
pack, as far as could be seen to the northward and castward, mith a lane of
water between it and the land, the wind being southerly. There was a large
open space between the two packs, into which we stood, to within fur or five miles
fron the cape, and close to the edge of the ice; but there was no appearance of
any people or boats: a gun was fired, and we remained until quite satisfied
there was no one at the rendezvous. We then stood out and worked along the
edge of the southern pack until the veather becane thick ; this continued the
whole of the next day, with a fresh southerly wind.

7. On the 21st we stood in, and made Point Hope, close to the northward of
which we again observed the ice, but much broken.

8. On the 22nd we stood for Cape Lisburne ; the ice was still off it, but
noving fast to the northward ; and on the 23rd the shore to the southward of the

cape was free frou ice. 'No baidars with natives caine off; they Lad seen
nothing of the " Plover's" boats. A boat was sent to bury a notice at the
rendezvous.

9. Tle ice still continued to liang about the la id to the north-eastward of Cape
Lisburne until the 18th, when a strong soitherly wind came on, which lasted till
the 31st, and cleared it away.

10. We cruised off Cape Lisburne till the lst August, on which day, the
weather being settled, we anchored on a bank to the northward of the cape. This
bank lias either grown up since Captain Beechey's survey, or was not noticed by
him. Wc liad 5, fathons, the cape bearing S.S.E. (mag.) five miles.

11. We renained at anchor till the 4th, when 1 began to fear that some
accident had happened cither to the " Plover" or lier boats, and therefore deter-
mied to procced to Icy Cape, and fron thence to send a boat to Point Barrow,
for which purpose I prepared flic pinnace of this ship. A caché of provisions

vas buried at the western part of the little bay of rendezvous previous to our
leaving.

12. On the 5th we made the land about Point Lay, and observed a streai of
ice to the N.E. Tie next day wc stood through large quantities of sailing ice,
and as it became mucih less oIen as we advanced to the northward, and there
being some streams of considerable extent, heavy enough to have rubbed away
our channels had we cone in contact in a breeze, (which in thick weather would
hal e been probable,) I bore up algain for Cape Lisburne, resolving not to send
a boat that tinie. The ice being so fiar to the southward at this advanced

period of the scason, appeared to me quite suflicient to account for flic non-
arrival of the " Plover' hoats. We laid stool througih the loose ice about ten
miles.

13. 01 the 7th, we were again off Cape Lisburne, but the boats liad niot
arrived ; for two days tc wind laving blovn fresh from the southward, I
liopcd flic ice might be cleared away, and therefore on the 8tli again made sail to
the northward.

14. On the 9th it blew strong from tie N.., and me stood off' and on Point
Lav, in the t rack of any vessel comliing 'uroui Point BJarrow. At 9 A.M. of the
loihi, a sail was reported to the northward, whicli was soon made out to be the

'lover, and shortly after I had the satisfaction of' hearing that tliey werec all
well on board.

15. ''he boats had been wreckedi on tlie 3th July, in attempting to cone
down, but the wholc party regained tlicr sii) in safety,-Connander Maguire's
despatch gives the details of this accident.-We arrived in Company with llie

Plover " at Port Clarence on the 15th.
16. Many cases of seurvy had occurred on board theI " Plover," during the
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winter ; I therefore ordered a medical survey to be held on the crew, and
removed such men as were reported unfit to remain on Arctic service, filling up
their vacancies by volunteers from this ship. I also directed the medical
officers to report their opinion as to the causes of so much scurvy.

17. As it had been reported that the " Plover" leaked after taking in her
stores and provisions last year, I considered it necessary to direct that a strict
examination of her hull should be again made, and that the surveying officers,
in reporting on the efficiency of the vessel, should take into consideration the late
period of the year, and the unfavourableness of the season ; they were not
unaimous, and at the request of Commander Miaguire, I took the further step
of asking the opinion of each of the officers of the " Plover." As they all agreed
that there would nîot be undue risk in attempting to return to Point Barrow, I
consented to the attenpt being made. My own opinion was, that there would
be inuch risk, more on account of the unfavourable scason than of the state of
the vessel ; but considering that it had been requisite to reniove her from Point
Barrow, before the orders had been received to deposit supplies of provisions
there, and that there was a possibility of parties falling back from the " Enter-
prise " or " Investigator," to whom the want of such supplies might be fatal, I
trust their Lordships will not deem that I have gone too far in permitting that
risk to be incurred.

18. Thc " Plover " was re-completed according to the accompanying report,
and sailed on the morning of the 22d ; very fortunately she met the "Rattlesnake"
at the entrance of the port; both vessels were anchored under Point Spencer,
and the additional supplies, a list of which I have appended to thel "Plover's "
report of state and condition, were put on board her Some of the provisions
also supplied from this ship were exchanged for newer from the " Rattlesnake."
The -1 Plover " finally sailed on the morning of the 24th.

19. On the 25th the " RattIesnake " caine to the upper anchorage, and
having been nmch lightened, two attempts were made to take her into Grantley
Harbour, without success. Commander Trollope then decided upon keeping
her in Port Clarence ; I quite coincided with hin as to the propriety of this
decision.

20. During our absence fromn Port Clarence, the British schooner "Koh-i-Noor,"
G. E. Levien, master, had arrived on a trading voyage. and had made a notation,
dated August 2nd, on one of the buried papers in Grantley Harbour.

21. On the 4th September we dropped down to Point Spencer to take in
wood. The " Kodiak," barque, belonging to the Riussian-American Fur Com-
pany, arrived at Port Clarence on the 5th. We sailed on the afternoon of
the 6th.

22. On the lOth wc passed through the Amoughta Channel without seeing
the land, and on the 16th arrived at Lat. 40° 10' N., Long. 150° 30' W., where
an island was reported to have been seen last year by a Swcdish vessel, and for
which I iad received orders to search, from ithe Comniander-in-Chief. WC
traversed between the parallelt of 40° and 40° 20' froi 1510 30' to 1490, the
weather heing generally clear enough to sec land fron 12 to 14 miles, and
always from 7 to 8; but noue vas seen, nor any indication of it, and I feel
satisfied that there is no land within the above Ilimits.

23. On the Ist October we arrived at Honolulu ; having procured refresh-
mients, which were inuch required by the people, we sailed on the 9th for San
Francisco, in prosecution of orders from the Commander-in-Chief. We arrived
at this port on the 28th, and it is my intention to sail i a few days for the coast
of Mexico, in pursuance of my orders.

I have, &C.
CHAmEs FREDERIcK, Captain.

Enclosure 2 in Letter dated 31st October 1853.

By (umAatis FaEnte, Esq., Captain, Conmanding Her Majesty's
Ship "l Amphitrite," and Senior Naval Officer at Port Clarence,
Iehring Straits.

To the Senior Lieutenant, Master, Carpenter, and Carpenter's Mate of Her
Majesty's Ship " Amphitrite."

Yoi, are herebv directed to repair on board Her Majesty's ship " Plover,"
and hold n trict and carefi isrvey on her hall, and mnake such inquiries



respecting ber state and condition as may seen necessary to you; particularly
whether she had been leaky or not during the past year; reporting to me your
opinion as to lier capability of encountering bad weather and ice in the attenipt
again to reach Point Barrow, consideration being had to the advanced period of
the year.

Dated on board Her Majesty's ship " Amphitrite," at Port Clarence,
Behring Straits, the 15th day of August 1853.

CHAULEs FREDEIeIK.

E2closure 2 A in Letter dated 31st October 1853.

Pursuant to an Order from CHARLEs FREDERIcK, Esq., Captain Com-
manding Her Majesty's Ship " Amphitrite," and Senior Naval Officer
at Port Clarence, Bchring Straits.

WE whose naines arc hereunto subscribed have been on board Her Majesty's
ship " Plover," and have held a strict and careful survey on the hull of the
said ship, making inquiries respecting her state and condition, particularly
whether she has been leaky or not during the past year ; also as to the capa-
bility of the ship to encounter bad weather and ice in attempting again to reach
Point Barrow, consideration being had to the advanced period of the year; and
have to report as follows:-

Ist. That, having cut away the ceiling in various parts of both sides, to
examine the timbers, we found aft in the cabin, on the starboard side, two stern
timbers very defective ; in the magazine, one timber very defective ; in the mid-
ship body, found a snall streai of water trickling down between two timbers,
below the water line; in the starboard bow, three timbers very defective. On
the port side we found, aft in the cabin, one stern timber very defective; likewise
the mner part of the outside plank to be defective; the midship body and port-
bow tinibers examined, were fbund to be good.

2nd. That having made inqniry as to the leakage of the ship, it was ascer-
tained from the report of Mr. Leath, carpenter, that it amounted to six inches
per twenty-four hours in ligbt weather, during the passage fron Point Barrow ;*
also, that whilst frozen in, the water was found to make at the rate of two and
a half inches per week.

We are therefore of opinion that the defécts of 1-er Majesty's ship "I Plover"
render her incapable of encouitering bad wcather and ice with safety.

Dated on board Her Majesty's ship " Aniphitrite,"
at Port Clarence, the 17th August 1853.

W. S. STAINFORT1i, Lieutenant i Senior) I. M. S. " Amphitrite."
JAMES FRAZER, Carpenter, H. M. S. " Amuphitrite."
WILLIAM CunTArERs, Carpenter's Mate, H. M. S. " Amphitrite."

Dissentient froin the foregoing:-
I think the tinibers examined not entirely defective, with the exception of

two ; one in the starboard bow, the other under the magazine: the otherwise
sound state of the " Plover," iid the nature of her fastenings, in nmy opinion,
render lier capable of being eiployed again.

WILLIAM H. CRANE, Master.

Enclosure 3 in Letter dated 31st October 1853.

Captain u'isiEiCK to the Officers of Her Majesty's Ship " Plover."
18th August 1853.

FRom your experience in takiig the " Plover" to Point Barrow last year, I
have to desire that you will state to me your opinion whether there will not
be undue risk in attempting to again place her there, taking into your con-
sideration the qualities of the vessel, the advanced period of the year, and 'he
unfavourableness of the present season ?

C HARLES FREDERIC K, Captain.
H.M.S. " Amnphitrite," Port Clarence.

' The puips -iuck at fourteen inches.
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Captain MaaIm:.-I. No ; f have no reason for believing it to be an un-
favourable season.

Lieutenant VERNo.-I do not thirnk there would be undue risk.
Mr. SIMPSON, Surgeon.-I do not feel qualified to give an opinion as to the

capability of the vessel, but an of opinion that no greater risk would be incurred
this year than last, if the ship leaves at the sane period.

Mr. HIJLL, Second Master.-I think there would be no undue risk.
Mr. SEATH-, Carpenter.-I think there would not bc more than cominon risk.

I1oc11FOnT MAmIoE, Commander.
A. H. N Lieutenant.
TîoMs A. Hru., Second Master.
JOHN SEUTr, Carpenter.
-Jo1N S1IPsoN (B.), Surgeon.

Of 1-ler Majesty's Ship " l>over."

No. 2.

Scna.:ra or' Tas îi A n', IaIarv to Captaii FiumurI.

Sir, 16th January 1854.
I AM coinanded by ny Lords Conunissioners of the Admiralty to acknow-

ledge the recipt of your letter of the 31 st October last, detailing your proceec-
ings in conveying supplies to the relief of the expedition in B3ehring Straits;
and I an to acquaint you that ny Lords entirely approve of the judgment anud
activity with which you have carried out thîeir instructions on this subject.

I ani, &C.
(Signced) W. A. B. HAMILTON.

Captain Frederick,
H.M.S. " Amplitrite," Pacific.

X III.

Report of the Proceedings of' Her iMajesty's Discovery Ship " Plover,"
Comanader Rochfort Maruire.

No. I.

Conunîandei !r IMAGIin: to the Svens'r.iny ov rmiii Aî>mnuAmu.

ler Najesty's Ship 4 Ployer," Port Clarence,
21st August 1853.

Sir, (lecived16th December.)
I l,%u: the honour to report to vou for the inlbrmation of' the Lords Coi-

missioners of tlie Admniralty my proccediungs since muy 1ast conmmunication of
the 21 st of August 1852, in as brief a fiom as f can, omnitting tde detail of the
necessary sip's (uties and arrangements, and beg to refer to the accomîpanying
abridged journal for some account of or intercourse with the Esquinmaux, and
other incidental occIrrences.

Proceeding to sea iron Port Clmuence emilv on the m1orning of the 21st
August, we passed throughi Behiring Straits by the eastern passage the fo1llow-
ing day at noon witli a finourabl breeze. A succession of contrary winds
dclayed our progress to the north-cast, so tlmat w'e onily arrived at Point Barrow
by the 3rd September, ancd wer-c frozei in on t Ie 24th of the saille iioith.

''he approach to the :nhorage souglht was, contrar'y to m*y expectations,
shoal and intricate, but wlen gained it was secure, thoLugh difficult of access or
egress.

'le Commencement of r intercourse w iti tle iatives was attended with
nany unpleasant circumstances. No single boat's crew couhl he at any distance

fromi the sh ip uilhoulit being pilerCd fliom, an)d on thie most trivial occasions



knives were frequently drawn on our men, who, thougli armed with muskets,
had strict orders in no case to make even a show of them, unless obliged by
necessity. The ship's decks were at times crowded, and in one instance their
manner was so suspicious as to induce me to have the crew arned,-those on
deck going below one at a time for pistols, and returning with them secreted in
their breasts; there was, however, no occasion for their use. Soon afterwards,
a house built on the spit for the stowage of our stores, was broken into
and robbed. The next morning, on the chief coning on board, I got possession
of his gun, and thrcatened to attack the village if the stolen articles were not
returned, which had the effect of bringing thein in force towards the ship, armed
with bows and arrows, but some shots fired over their heads caused their retreat
without loss of life. The following morning the things were brought back
From this time wc appeared to get on better with them, and at length so good
an understanding appeared to cxist between us that I hoped we had succeeded
in gaining their confidence. This desirable state of things was unfortunately
put an end to by a calamity which occurred on the morning of the 8th of June,
a gun having gone off by accident in the hands of the quarter-master of the
watch and killed a native man alongside the ship ; but I am happy in the belief
that the nature of the accident was subsequently understood by them, and that
any feeling of ill-will on their part towards us in consequence lias subsided.

The 20th September had arrived before the behaviour of the natives would
allow me to turn my attention to the object of the ships being here, when, in
order to ercet conspicuous marks of our position, and to examine the capabili-
tics of Dease's Inlet as a winter station, should it be desirable to move the
"I Plover" castward, I made a boat excursion, acconipanied by Mr. S. A. Hull,
second master, and found the depth of water at that place insufficient. To
examine the coast still further, and to distribute notices of a ship being at Point
Barrow, with a vicw of their fialling into the hands of parties retreating in this
direction from the nissing ships, or those engaged in the searcli for them,-I
made a journey on the ice, accompanied by Mr. S. D. Wright, midshipman, as
far as Point Drew, a distance of sixty miles to the castward, and there deposited
a small caché of preserved incats, in the nonth of November. This excursion
occupied only thirteen days, but the temperature was very low, and some frost-
bites were the consequence; but valuable experience in ice travelling vas gained
as a set-off against these evils. Occupying a position which, on looking at the
chart, scems so available as a point of departure for exploring parties advancing
towards the N.E., I had hoped to attain some considerable distance in that
direction, but the existence of a water sky visible from the ship throughout the
winter, and the unexpected break up of the ice to within a few yards of us, at
the solstice, showed that travelling on the sea ice in this region is too hazardous
to be contemplated at anuy scason; I was therefore compelled, reluctantly, to
limit myself to a journcy along the coast to the castward. The vicinity of a

populous native setticient, together with the debilitated state of the crew and
the absence of travelling equipmnent, were serious impediments to distant
travelling; yet it secncd necessary that the Colville River shîould be visited-
not merely with the vague hope that intelligence of our ships mîight be obtained,
and to visit the shores of a bay which the boats in 1849 could not examine-but
also in order riglhtly to understand the information given us by the people
of Point Barrow, by being able to identify the rivers and points of land
mentioned by them, with those delircated on our charts. An attemp t was first
made to construct a sledge on the plan recomnimended by Captain M'Clintock,
whieli failed only for want of proper wood for the runners ; but the object was
ultimately attained with native sledges and dogs. This journey, a detail of
which would he unnecessary to give on this occasion, but may be described in the
concluding reiarks of my journal, was perfornied between the 4th and 29th of
April ; and although its resuilt has been unsatisfictory from the lowness of the
land preventing the coast-line being traced, and the want of success in ganing
information relative to cither of the expeditions, for whose benefit the " Ployer"
is stationed at Point Barrow,-yet i lias had the advantage of enabling us to
interpret the native accounts of the coast, and to establish the fact of these
people being acquainited with the Mackenzic River, under the name of Ko-puk,
which I hitherto supposed to apply to 1lie Colville. TL'his, if necessary, would
determiiie the position allu(le to, in the report received by Captain Moore, at
this place in 1850, of boats' crews having arived ut hie Ko-puk, and being



niurdered.* It has also shown us that the coast from Point Barrow to Sir John
Franklin's extreme (Return Reef), contains no winter huts, and by unquestionable
native report, there aire none to sonie distance beyond Barter Island ; so that
parties travelling in spring or autun could receive tcither assistance nor
hindrance from natives, for an extent of at least 250 miles fron Point Barrow.
From the native accounts here it secmns certain that both the " Ilnvetigator"
and "l Enterprize" were boarded at the timue of their passing along this part of
the coast, ait the distance of 50 and 150 miles east of thîis place,-some of
them accurately describing peculiarities about the ships by whiclh thcy could be
known, such as the large ice chocks and diagonal decks, &c.; but the only actual
trace of cither of them we may bu said to have discovered is a portion of a
paper fron the " Investigator," dated off P>oint Drew, 8th August 1850, together
with the canvass bag that had enelosed it. With retrence to the progress these
ships nay have made to the eastward, it imiglht bu expected that the movemnents
in the ice at Point Barrow would rive some idea of the set of the current in that
part of the Polar Sea; but our observation can go no further than confirn the
belief in the existence of a current to the N.E., to a distance of only a few miles
off the land. Beyond that a line of hunniocky ice, from ten to twenty feet in
height, has existed all the winter, apparently aground in six fathomtas; beyond
this ine scarcely a day passed throughout the winter, without a water sky being
visible between W.S.W. and N.E. (truc).

When easterly winds prevailed, a large space of open water was indicated by
the extent of water sk,, and wlhen visited, the vapour rising fron its surface
obscured the view beyonîd a few hundred yards ; but withii that distance letavy
ice was seen drifting in a direction with the Tid. The natives informned us
that the ice was set off the coast by the easterly, and packed upon it by westerly
winds, and that the greatest clearance is effected by S. and S.W. (truu) gales.
They point to the N. (truc) as the direction in which the ice goes, but we
have not been able to understand whether thcy consider this the cfect of a
prevailing current. Whilst treating on this subject, it secms worthy of
beinug remarked, that the natives state the whiales toi mLake their appearance
off Point Iope in April and Ma, wlen the ice breaks up iito fiies, and
that nost of them have disappeared by the tiae tie ships arrive. The animals
appear about the sane tune t Point i3arrow, and are pnrsued by Lte natives in
thleir u-mîi-aks, which they caîrry to the open w 11ater fbr that )urlpose. In June
few are seen, and in July noue, and the people bhelce tlhcy retire northward,
to return in August and September. The niasters of whaling essels have
infbrned nie that whales are less abundant inl the open wIater inl July anaId Auglst
than iii June. The tides have been registered hoimlý fir nite imtontlis, and the
result is that the flood makc, from ih west, and tlie nean rie and fall in Elsou's
Bay is seven inches. Tle Ctime of high water at full and cliamge is 1i'.M.; but
great irregularities occur foim the wind, the rise beintg earcel) perceptible with
fresh E. and N.E. brcezes, whetn with S.W. gales it amounts to 3 1 feet. Of
the latter case, a remarkable instance occuredi on the Isth of Decemnber, wheu
the water rose froni the usual depth of [4; fecet to 71t. Oin., with a gale at
S.W. (truc), the force ut which wvas regislered for I4 hours ut 81t. 9int. and 10
feet. Tie hununocks which iad been gtut ided along the horizon and inshore
by northerly ani tnorth-west erly winds iii Septciiimer, were floatcd by this rise,
and blown off the land, taking with emi all the ice that had ibrned outsidc the
spit and islands, together with a large portion of the floe within the anchorage,
which brought the open water within forty yards of the ship. On1 the fbllowing
day, Decenber 19th, ut nooin, inistead of the us-ual unb)roken ield of ice to the
northward, we had none in siglht from the matliead, and the vicw of an open
sea was as little agreeable as it wlas uiseasonable. In a few days it was agaiu
frozen, and after a time the lin f huntnocks was agaîii lormed, and remained
fast when we passed in the ship on the eveing of the 7th of' August. The
lateness of the present sCa.son comipared with ever' one siltce 1848, secims to mue
to be accounted for by the winter gales hang been lteavier than usual this
last year, and by raising higlier tides, the leavy asses have groumided more
firnly along shore, where they inipede the current in cleat ng te shore of the
last winter's forniation. Tfhe mnonths of Jume and Juh were remarkable for the
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absence of strong winds, which alone assist in driving the ice off shore. The
mean temperature for the eleven months at Point Barrow, was about six degrees
higher than that given as the result of Sir E. Parry's twelve months at Melville
Island ; but hie higlest and lowest temperatures have had a more Iimited range,
bcing + 50, and - 43, or 18° above the freezing point on the warmest day of
July, and 75° below il on the coldest day of .January. The prevailing ivinids
have been E.N.E., N.E., and Northerly (truc) during the winter and spring, inter-
rupted occasionally by those fron the opposite points, and after May they were
moderate and more variable.

The fall of snow was not grcat, and did not exceed oie foot in depth; but
the air throug-hout, was loaded a good deal with clouds and va pours, and during
the stimier the dew point was high. The climate may therefore be considered
humid, as might bic anticipated froin its maritime situation.

During the vinter the officers took much interest in naking astronomical
observations, and by a mean of 3500 lunar distances, the longitude of Point
Barrow was found to agree with that given to it by Mr. Elson, the discoverer.
A series of magnetical observations were aiso made under the superintendence
of Mr. Hull, the second master, who also registered the tides, and whose zeal
in these occupations vas highly praiseworthy. The departure of a large por-
tion of inhabitants of Point Barrow and Cape Smyth to tle eastward in the
carly part of July, relieved mue of all anxiety about receiving any hindrance to
the transport of the boats to the open water; and on the 9th I accompanied Lieut.
Vernon, and M r Gordon, mate, with an auxiliary party to assist in dragging the
boats on sledges over the ice twelve or thirteen miles to the southward of Cape
Smyth, where I left. himi with a favourable breeze, confidently trusting in his
success. I enclose Lieut. Vernon's account of the loss of the boats in his
charge, and nerely remnark that [ an perfectly satisfied with the manner in which
that oflicer acquitted Iimseli, and Io express my feeling of pleasure that he was
able to save the lives ofl all his party, whose conduct on this occasion was most
praiseworthy.

Froin the Ist of' August I had kept up a daily comunication with Cape
Smyth, by sending an oflicer aross Elson's Bay to report any opening or move-
ment in the ice ; and oin the 7th, seeing open water round Point Barrow, and a
favourable easteriy vind blowiig, I went iii a boat to examine the state of the
ice. I founid the lane of water along short, to teriinate a mile north of Cape
Snyth ; but since the da. previoiis anothei had been formed by the easterly
wind outside the land floe and first lille of uiiiiimocks to the S.W., as far as
could be seen on a clear day'. leturning on board at 8 P.M., and finding the
wind steady at .S.E., with iio change indicatcd hy the barometer, I proceeded
to sea, hoping to keep the breeze until clear of the ice, and to make my way to
Cape Librnie, 1 receive orders or make arrangements for returning to Point
Barrow in the en eat. of being ordered. The wind shifted to S.W. in the night,
with icavy raii and dense fogs. Towards the moring of the 9th a N.E. wind
gave us every prospect of soon reaihing open water ; but the land floe in the
depth of Peard Bay was fo>un( to extend nine miles off shore, which, as the
weather was still thick, seemed to offer an impediment to the ship's further pro-
gress; but by 10 A.M. the open water was gained through close ice, in which
sone shocks were stistaiied, luit iot morte severe tian the ship was well able to
sustain wi tloIt iîjnnl. On lthe following day a At 1l Â.. I communicatcd with
Hl. M. S. '" A mpittrite," ai repaired in coimpaîny with her to Port Clarence, to
prepare for anothri. winiter at, Point Rarrow. Hiaving been completed to sixteen
nonths' provisions aid fuiel bv that ship, and there being no probability of the

nrrival of H. M. S. " Ratlesnake " -heing now ready for sea, I purpose sailing
from hence nat 4 I. to-morrow, the 22d instant, to take up ny winter quarters
again at Point iHarrow liere I shall reiain utttil released from the ice in 1854.
I shall thlei return to t lis place to ineet H.M. S. " Ilattlesnake," in pursuance of
their Liordships' instruîctions'.

I L have, &C.
Roemoir M AGUME, Commander.
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ENCLOSURES.

To the Chief Trader in the Russian Settlement, North America.

Her Britannic Majesty's Ship " Investigator,"
Sir, Sth August 1850.

OFF Point Drew this day. Should anîy white people (English) be seen along
the coast, I have to request that you will give directions for their being .

(The remainder of the notice torn off.)

AleCTIc EXPEDITION IN SEARCIH OF SIR JOHN FRANKAIN.

IIER MajCsty's Ship " Plover " will bc found wintcring (1852-53) two miles
S.E. (truc) of Point Barrow, called by the natives Noo-wook.

Parties falling back upon that point are recoinneded to travel along the low
chain of sand-pits lying off the coast, as the most direct line.

The natives on the whole arc not unfriendly, but mnust be dcalt with
cautiously to avoid surprise.

April, 1853. Romowi IAaU iur, Commander.

The movements and position of the " Plover" after July 1853, will altogether
depend upon further instructions or intelligence froin the Adniralty.

These papers will be distributed by a Sledge-party, under the conduet of
Commander Maguire, of H.M.S. "Ployer," engaged ii examining the coast
between Point Barrow and the Return Reef of, Sir J. Franklinu.

Anuric ExI)iTiON IN orI SitI JouN Faxxm.

Tmis paper is printed for distribution by the natives of Point Barrow amnong
the Eastern Esquimaux at Barter Island, vitIh the hope that it mîay fall into the
hands of any persons belonging to the Arctic Expeditions wvIho mnay be on or
near the coast.

Should this hope be realized, the parties w% ill learn tlhat the "l Pover " bas
wintered (1852-53) at Point Barrow, called by the iatives Noo-wook, where it
bas been ascertained that only H.M.S. " Ilvestigat or " was seen passing to the
eastward ofRetutLrn Reef in 1850, and the " Enterpi ize" inl 1 851.

Although the umovemients and position of the " Plover," after being released
fron the ice, will altogether depend upon future instructions or intelligence from
the Admiralty, it is ahnost certain that she wviIl remaii here another winter,
unless further information is obtained.

The natives on tli whole are not unfriendly, but, mnust be deaIt with
cautiously to avoid surprise, and are not to be trusted wleni in large numbers.

lo>euirr M umnui, Commander.

Nov-ies ro mi: u:rwrr uii enisa oiv tw

TE " Plover" arrived at this place, the natih e namne of %% lih is Noo.wook,
on the 3rd of September last, wintered here, ai left for biehring Straits in
August 185:3, for further orders. If she does not ret urn luither sie will probably
bc fbund at Grantley Harbour next winter.

The only intelligence obtained of siips i,. that the "lovestigator" in 1850,
and the "Entcrprize" in I851, on their passage to the eastward, were visited by
the natives.

The natives here have proved on the whl fiendly, itbu t hey are not to be
trusted by an unarnedl party.

(8RO1 Oit M u.[IE, Commander.



No. 2.

Commander ROcIHFORT MAGunu to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, London.

Her Majesty's Discovery Ship " Plover,'
Port Clarence, 23d August 1853.

Sir, (Received 16th Decenber.)
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of iy Lords Commis-

sioners of the Admiralty, that I sailed from the upper anchorage at Port
Clarence at 4 A.M. of the 22d of August; and previous to clcaring the heads I
had the good fortune to meet Her Majesty's Ship " Rattlesnake," whose number
I was enabled to report to Her Majesty's Ship " Amphitrite."

With Captain Frcdcrick'i permission, I have returned to the " Rattlesnake" the
provisions and stores he liad provided us with, much to his own inconvenience,
and taken in an adequate proportion of the liberal supplies sent froin England.

Having received evcry assistance from Commander Henry Trollope that
could be given, I an now on the point of again taking my departure for Point
Barrow, where I hope to reach early in September, if not stopped by the ice.

I cannot sufficiently express ny satisfaction at thus opportunely meeting the
Rattlesnake," nor too much admire the judgnient and expedition with which

the passage out has been effected.
I have, &c.

RoCFoR'r MAoUunw, Commander.

No. 3.

Anc-rm S1us.

NARRATIVE OF COMMANDER MAGUIRE.

IN accordance wivth my last communication, I procceded to sea from Port
Clarence on the mnorning of th;e 2ht of August, and with a flavoural)le breeze
passed through Behring Straits by the castern passage, on the following day
at noon. A succession of contrary winds delayed our progress to the N.E. to a
much greater extent than was considered favourable to ensure our comnplete
success of rounding Point Barrow, at tlat advanced period of the season.

In our passage to the northward we passed several i;bale ships cruising in
squadrons, a caution they secl to bave pruently adpted, for the benefit of
affording imiutual assistance in the event of' di.'aster. Their success up to that
tine seemcid to be indiffcrent, a1nd we have beenî since inforned by natives from
Point Hope, that wvlhales bave become very scarce on the coast, since the ships
have cone in pursuit of themi. Tlie last whale ship (French) scen by us was on
the morningr of, the 25th Autgust, in latitude 69° 30' N., longitude 1670 43' W.,
carrying ail sail to hie southwvard. We soon afterwards made the ice in heavy
floes, and tacked inshore to ascertain ils distance from the land, when we found
the contrary wi'nds lad donc us good service by openiig a free passage of' fro
ten to fiftce' miles, in which we beat to the N.E., making but siow progress
until the night of the 21 September', wh'ben a slant fromu the southward, with a
fast-falling barometer, warned us that a change of weather was at hand. Our
distance fron Point IHarrow, 11ow ieduced to fitfy miles, I thought we could
accomîplish libefore the ice set inshorc, and thereluIre pushed forward under al
sail and roulnded it at the distance of one mile, on the following day at noon,
Septenber 3d.

The approach to the channel lcading betwcen the sandy islets, that form the

protection we were about to seek lo' the winter in Elson's Bay, was found,
contrary to our expectations, shoal and intricate, nmaking it necessary to anchor

the slip and sound out thie passage. If it was touniid not to afford suflicient
water, of which there w'as a doubt, our. position w as not one to lose tunie m, shut
out, and close dow'n on an exposed shore, with a gale coming on tlit would
soon have lo-aded it ith ice. 1avng ascertained, as expeditiously as possible,
that thiere w'as abouit nine inches to spare across a shoal before we got to deep
w'ater, the anchor was weiged, and alfter making a few tacks, t 'e narrowness of

the chiannel and the shiip taking tle groulid twice, malde it adivisable to anchor
and kedge under shelter of the spit. A fortunate turn in the current enabled
us to efflct thbis, as by the timle hie w ar'ps hiad been rlun out, the gale had

inîcrcased so iiuch as to render' it nnsafe o trip the anio' ; lowevC', finding a
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strong weather current setting, it was weighed, and the ship warped into a wild
looking anchorage for protection, in a gale of wind, no land being visible, except
the low sand spit of Point Barrow and the islet adjoining, ýnot môre'than 'ive
feet above the level of the sea, which broke over them with great violence during
the height of the gale. These are again guarded by the shoals lying off, on
which the drift ice grouduXs, making the anchorage when gained secure, but
difficult of access or egress. Daylight next morning showed us how fortunate
we had been ini getting shelter; the gale, now veered to west, was unabated ;
the sea broke heavily over the shoals passed yesterday, and against the sandspits
to within a short distance of the ship, whilst the ofting was encumbered with
heavy ice, becoming gradually closer with the gale. As we found a strong
current setting to windward, I had no doubt of the ship holding on, although
the confined space of the anchorage did not admit veering more than thirty
fathoms of cable. In the afternoon the gale began to moderate, and on the
following day the ship was moved to a more secure berth, near the position
selected for winter quarters, where we remained until the ice set fast on the
24th September.

A succession of strong gales and thick weather for the following week
retarded our preparations, consisting chiefly in collecting driftwood, not found
here in any abundance. Froi this materii the plank for housing-in was sawed,
and the remains stacked for the winter tiing. Advantage was also taken of
every opportunity to send a boat to sound the channel, know'ing the difficulty
of the task after the ice had formcd, and on its breaking up we should be too
anxious to move with it, to have time for that purpose. On the 25th, pancake
ice began to forni in the hay, and drift out rapidly with the current. A party
was sent to haul the launch up on the adjacent islet, to be out of reacb of the
natives ; this service was performed by Mr. G. T. Gordon, mate, who, when
returning in the gig with a fresh nnd favourable wind, Vas unable to push his
way through the young ice, and was carried in it through the passage into the
offing. In this distressing dilemina a second boat was lowered, in whieh
Lieutenant Vernon promptly voluntecred his services, and by running out
700 fathoms of whale Une the gig was reached, now carried some distance off
the land. By this incans they were enabled to reach the spit, although they
had another narrow escape froi being carried out, by the line parting when they
were close to it ; fortunately, one of the men was sutficiently quick to heave
the end amongst a crowd of 1squimaux, drawn to the spot by witnessing the
state of our boats, and they hauled then up, where they had to remain for the
night, the ice being now too strong to allow us to haul the boats through it,
and not sufficiently firi for the people to walk on board. During the night the
ice moved but once a short distance, then set fast, and in the morning we had
the satisfaction of recei ing our boat's crcw on board, ilfter experiencing a degree
of anxiety for their safety that is not easily described.

The f'ollowing days were occupicd in sawing a canal towards our winter
position, which was much delayed by unexpected novements in the ice, undoing
our work vhen nearly completed ; and on the 30th at 10 P.M., we were trackeà
up it by about 70 natives, men, wonien, and children, whose shouts and
exclamations of surprise gave animation Io the whole scene, and made it one of
deep interest.

Our time was now busily occupied in imakinig the isual preparations for
passing a winter in this rigorous clirnate, which we had thus early observed
symptoms of. A temporary house was crected close t o the ship, to reccive Our
deck-load of provisions to enable us to have thcm elei, for the crew to take
exercise when the state oi the weather would not admit of their leaving the
ship, and an obcservatory lbr the reception of the nagnetical instruments was
constructed froi ice alone, which answered the pirpos perfectly for eight
months.

These arraiigemeitq were conpleted by the 2Oth of October, when the
necessary winter routine was established for an econonical expenditure of fuel
and provisions, with due attention to order, cleanliness, occupation and amuse-
ment, to ligliten as nutchi as possible a time conlfssed by all as being depressing
and monotonous. Many valuiable hints on this sulject were gained fron the
works of Captain Parry,'in following whose example I considered we could not
err; taking advantage of his experience, the masts and yards were kept in their
proper places, affording a buetter mark for seeking the ship from a distance,



bearing in mind our being here in expectation of parties falling back upon us for
safety ; and as the land is very low, and in winter it may be said not visible, the
ship made a fine object, being discernible in clear weather at the distance of nine
miles from every direction.
~ Deeminig it a iatter of importance that the " Plover's" position at Point

Barrow should be known as far to the castward as possible, and also wishing to
ascertain whether Dease's Inlet would afford shelter for any vessel that might at
any future time be desirous of wintering there, I took the earliest opportunity 'f
making a boat excursion to perform this service, and left the ship on the mornu-
ing of the 21st of September, in the gig, accompanied by Mr. T. A. Hull, second
master. Steering off the land into five fathoms, we passed a good deal of sailing
ice, and proceeded E.N.E. over an even bottom of froin five to six fathoms,
with the wind from the S.E.

Changing our course to the southward ve got entangled among a series of
sand spits, when, taking to our oars, we steered along the outside of the largest
island of the group, which we then supposed to be connected with the main land
about Point Christie, but was afterwards found to be one of the very low chain
of sandy islets running along this coast. As I suspected this was taking us to
the.eastward of the inlet, I landed to ascend the highest part, to see how much
frther it extended, and found a second island running in the same direction.
The water being too shoal for hauling the boat up here, we stood out into
deeper water, and at length succeeded in hauling the boat up for the night on
the second island. During the night a strong breeze sprang up from the N.W.,
with a temperature of + 30°.

Knowing we had run our distarce for Dease's Inlet, I was not a little puzzled
to know where we were, as I cuuld scarcely fancy it was possible to lay down
this coast without noticing these islands.

On the following norning, our observations being complete and the boat
loaded, and now concluding that Dease's Inlet nust be looked for to the south-
ward, and first erecting a conspicuous mark on this place of the " Plover's"
winter position, we steered for a point of the main just visible S.W. (true).

This proved to be Point Christie, where we landed in time to get the latitude at
noon. Its higher part docs not exceed ten feet above the level of the sea; and
here we crected another large mark. The season now seemed to be so far
advanced that I was in doubt between crossing the inlet and returning to the
ship ; but, as I considered my object would not be carried out without placing
notices on Point Tilangent, 1 deternined to cross it, and started with a fine lead-
ing winid froma the northward. In two hours we reached the eastcrn shore, which
is even more shoal than the western-the water about Point Tangent being so
shallow that our boat could not be got within a cable's length of the beach.

Having now found that the greatest depth of water to be obtained by sound-

ing directly across Dease's ilet was elevein feet only, with its shores extremely
shoal, I considered the question settled that no vessel could find winter quarters
there; and, after leaving the proper notices, started on our return to the ship.
Sludge ice was observed on our return to be forming in ail the snall bays, the
temperature having fallen to + 19°, warning us that the open season was nearly
at an end. Passing the night in the same place as the previous one for the sake
of the drift wood, we left the next morningr with all haste for the ship, which,
with a fine breeze from the northward, we reached by noon. Twelve hours after
our return it was reported to me that the ice was drifting past the ship.

A further examination of Dease's Inlet was afterwards made by Mr. T. A. Hull,
second master, in the nionth of May, in continuation of a survey of this coast
fron Point Barrow eastward.

The southern shores of this inlet, which haid hitherto been left blank on the
chart, were now traced. It was fbunld to extend in a S.W. direction for a distance
of twenty miles, its breadth at the mouth being eight miles, and terininating in
a shoal bay. The S.E. shore is inuch higler than the rest, one cliff there being
as high as twenty-four feet. Four inconsiderable rivers einpty themselves here
-two on the eastern, and two on the western shore.

The chain of islands which, commencing at the " Plover's" winter quarters,
closely abut on Point Tangent, he western part of which was discovered by
Captai Moore, and dcnoiniated by him " Plover's Group," has been found to
be ten in number (on but two or thrce of the largest of which is there the
slightest sign of vegetation), running in a line almost parallel with that of the
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coast, or E.S.E. and W.N.W. (truc) fron Point Barrow to Point Tangent, where
they terminate, the only channel between then of suflicient depth for a ship beiug
the onc by which the " Plover" entered.

From the tinie of our arrival at winter quarters situated two miles E.S.E.
(true) fron the Esquimaux settienient on Point Barrow, calle( by them Noc.
wook, wc found this people, contrary to our prcconceived opinion, vcry trouble-
some and unfriendlv. To such an extent did this feeling exhibit itself, that it
would have been prudent to renove fron their vicinity (particularly as we had
received more thlan once nmiiîstakable hint to thbat eiect), had circonîstances
admitted it; but, as we occupied the only spot of deep watcr to be fouind on this
part of the coast, it became necessary to put up with the evil, hoping that tiie
and a better knowledge of our character would improve their condilct, and I bad
no doubt our wiintcring anongst theni woulid eventuall be attended with hene-
ficial results. The commencement of our intercourse was attended with many
unpleasant circumstances. Nu single boat's crew could be at any distance froin
the ship without being pilfered from in the ost daring andh fced way ; and
upon every trivial, and often without any, occasion, their knives were drawn upon
our men, Who, although armied with muskets, hiad strict orders in no case to make
even a show of them, unless obliged by necessity, as I thoulit recourse to that
force was to be avoided when a good feeling in favour oftany of our mnissing country-
mien, who may at any future period bu in their power, was the object souglt.
Carrying ont these views to the extent of not show ing oui arims was not appre-
ciated, as they iisitook 1brhlearance fir tiiiiidity ; and, at the request of two
officers going with a watering party to the village, to carry their guns noinally
for tl' purpose of shooting smal. birds, the show of them was found to have So
good an effect that it was adopted on ail future occasions, although we were
obliged to cease sending for wuater after a Iw turns, there being always soime
unpleasant display of ieeling on tieir part that was best avoided when possible.

Whilst occurrences such as I have incfitioned w ere taking place daily with
our parties awvay fron the ship, the difieulty of dealing wit h tihose collected
about lier was suflicient to Ciplo ail the people left on board, exclusive of the
pressing duties of the shlip, with a snall crew, at this season.

About the 15th Septeiber, they appeared to be returning to their winter
buts, fron their utsual smuminer's excursion along the coast to the castward, and,
as the ship lay iii their direct track, we had a visit Ironi al of themu, including
also the Cape Snyth tribe, being the two nost numerous on any part of the
coast, numiîbering together about five huiidred. As nany w seven or cight
large u-mi-aks arri\Qed daily for eigit or nine days, containing their suiiinier
tents, fainilies, dogL, and sledges, &c.: they apieard perfect strangers, and
looked in amazenient at ls and the ship. They brought with thiem a siall
quantity of fish and venison: witi the latter they parted rel octunty, m seemed
to prefer begging and stcaling (in wiiclh they vwre niost uinscrupiulous) to any
kind of exchange.

On the norning of the 17th1 I vas iniforiied tlat a large i -mni-ak hiad comie
longside, and the crewv had forcel their way on bourd. As this wais not an

tuncommluiion case, I tiouglht nothbing of it when I tound that Lieit. Vernon was
attending on deck. Ile soon came dowi t iniforin ie that the chiel' of the
party had a imiuskct, and u as very an%'ious to get guipowder in exclhange for
,'enisonî. This piece of iibrmoation 1 considered the w orst I had received
mongst iman unnleasant circumstance that I lad experinced feeling that wC

could not renain mongst thei if thle had ire-arms.
It will be proper to state hure that we b e at a a ery late period of our sta>

identified thiis chief as th sane who di llowedI and anno d oiander Pillen
ut Point Berens in 18419, fill particulars of which are gI i'ei in his journal.

As he exprewed a ish to see mne I weiii Hp, and founîd a large, powerfil,
elderly man, wxith a peciliarly hal expresin of countenance. [le had a
HiIudsoin's Bay iuisket, w ith the naine of lhIarflett on the lock ; it was a good
deal worn, but fit fhr ser\ ice. Ile haId a powder hon linging hunter-fashion
luider his left ai i, but pretendued to lia e ineither ball nor shot, for whic li wais
Imost pressing, and w oli not diospse of anything excepît for muuniiition. This,
as a matter of coirse, ie was not tupptied with. I saluited hii with imuhel
friendshilp, mde his wife a present, anl took hiîîn d un to iy cabin, where I
imade iiimi a present of tobacco, and satisfied his curiosity about the ship below.
Then I took him on deck with the idea tit lie would go away, but nothing



seemed further from his thoughts, as lie remained about the- decks and slipped
down the hatchways on to the lower deck several times-a part of the ship they
have not had access to during any period of our stay. During the forenoon
several u-ni-aks arrived alongside the ship, discharging their crews in swarms
on our deck, so as literally to crowd it for the day. They were allowed every
freedom consistent with their known propensity for stealing; but some, bolder
than others, were difficult to deal with. One man attempted to force back the
after ladder doors, and my stopping him brought about a slight scuffle between
us. That did not seem to have satisfied hii, as he soon afterwards came in contact
with the quartermaster of the watch, a quiet but rather short tempered, powerful
young man, who, before anybody could interfere, gave him a lesson lie will not
soon forget; lie dealt him fair English blows about the head, each of them
sufficient to stun any one except an Esquimaux; but lie received them until it
had the effect of' quite taming him, when ie was put over the side in the
presence of at least sixty of his countrymen, few of whom of'ered to interfere,
and the remainder looked on with indifference. About noon, when at my par-
ticular desire, three parts of the crowd went away, the remainder were evidently
detained by the old chief, whom there was no moving out of the ship without
having recourse to force, and this I had no intention of, preferring to wait until
lie got tired of bis visit, and this seemed unlikely for the present, as lie hailed
three u-mni-aks full of' people to cone alongside. I heard the word " tawac"
(tobacco) used very often, I supposed as the inducenent, and the children i
observed had been sent away. It occurred to me they inight have thouglits
of pillaging the ship, their numbers to ours secining so overpowering. In order
to be prepared for anything of the kind the men stationed on deck were sent
down one at a time to arn themselves with pistols to be kept out of siglit in
their breasts, in the event of a sinultaneous aittack being made with their knives,
all being provided with good ones and adepts in their use. When the men were
all armed I was satisfied to wait the result. A silence seemed to prevail, as if
they had not decided what to do, and whether they had or had not meditated
any mischief beyond stealing as inuch as they could ; they attempted nothing,
and went away as night came on, leaving the old chief with his own boat only.
He had continued to range about the ship in the mnost insolent way, and I think
it reasonable to suppose it was only the fear of our fire-arms that kept him from
niiischief. When left bv himself I was cautious not to urge his going away, as
I had done when there were seventy people with hini, but letting himn choose his
own time he remained until 7 P.M.-a visit of twelve hours. When lie was gone
I was so thoroughly tired and provoked, and knowinig that every person in the
ship mîust bc suffering in the saine way, it becane necessary to adopt a different
systeni, the number of small articles stolen during the day, notwithstanding al
our vigilance, affording sufficient pretext fer the change. Al work was stopped
the next day, and an efiicient arrangement made to allow only one boat's crew
on board at a time, and whatcver dissatisfaction it iiglt give, it was necessary
to adopt it.

It seenis necessary to mention here the difficulty of' keeping a nuinerous tribe
of natives out of a vessel like the " Plover," as the ice chocks make a convenient
landing-place on the outside, not more than four fleet from the water, running
the whole lengtlh on both sides, where they inount in all directions, and in some
cases ihen prevented they cut at oui' men's legs with their knives, and in one or
two instances eut through box cloth trousers. Whilst the knives of soie were
engaged in this way, those of others were busily employed cutting the lead
scupper pipes out of' the side; the nails of the copper were proof against theni,
but no part of' the side escaped their attemupts. Froi this cause it becanie
necessary to cover all the parts assailable outside with a sheathing of wood, and
after the ship was frozen in she was enclosed round with a chain rove through
posts fixed in the ice at the distance of seven yards froni the side. 'l his arrange-
ment, althougli very unpopular, was found most beneficial.

Tie day succeeding the one last described the chief was obser'ved sitting on
the spit close to the ship, and I was told liad lailed the ship as if he vished to
be sent for. This I thought too good a joke. He was s0on afterwards picked
up by his own boat and caine alongside, but to his surprise was not allowed on
board, as so inany things had been stolen the previouis day. During the time
lie was standing on the gangway the crew happened to be cleaning, discharging,
and reloading their ari, and examiiiing the two carronades, at which he scemed
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to stare .a good deà and. went saway. Several, u-mi.aks arrived alongside, as
sual, during the day.;-but none of the crews were, allowed on board. . Some

bartering was carried on and a few presents inade to them, but they seemed
to prefer àdding to.théir stock by stealing to any exchange.

Thé following norning we hà another early visit fron the chief, acconpanied
by soine other leading nen. They brpught, as a peace offering, all the articles
stolen from-the ship for several days. This I considered very satisfactory, and
permitted .then to' corne on board.; they remained the whole day, but their
conduct was nltered very much-forthe better, particularly the old chief, who was
now content to-remain on the quarter-deck, to which they were restricted. I think
the display of our cleaning arms before the chief on the day previous, led him
to imagIne we were'intent on doing them mischief, and seemed to account for
this sidden change in their'manner. -

The systen of keeping theni out of the ship except witli permission, and then
to a very ·limited number only, being once comnenced, it was continued
throughout our stay; and although it was very difficult to inake then under-
stand the necessity for it, which' ade it disliked, and vas the cause of some ill-
feeling towards us, it was impossible, through their numbers and want of honesty,
to adopt any'other course. At first we endeavoured to explain to them that we
wished all to corne on board in turn, but so far fron entering into this view,
those who were admitted and remained the whole day, would invariably be the
'first alongside on the following morning, and be the most clanorous and least
satisfied of those not admitted. These disappointments at not being allowed on
board, were retaliated in one or two instances by parties landing and carrying
away our drift wood. collected in a stack on the spit near the ship; this vas
found too laborious a revenge for them, and fire was tried, but a boat being sent
they pretended·it was an accident, and did not repeat it.

On the occasion of our cutting into winter quarters, our men being of neces.
sity much spread -about on the ice, and frequently surrounded hy three times
their number of -natives, much caution was necessary to prevent the tools froni
being stolen, and many slight squabbles took place betwecn our men and theirs
in consequence of their playing them tricks and trying to trip thein up. On
these occasions they aways selected those of our people, who, from their appear-
ance were least likely to resent their jokes, and im some instances they found
they had mistaken their men. Points of this sort were the most difficult for a
commandinig officer to deal with, as it vas not possible for him to prevent the
provocation, and when not resented the motives were misunderstood.

A more serious affiir took place on board the ship; the officer in charge,
Mr. Hull, second master, in keeping back a large poverful man that attempted
to force his way over the side, had a knife dravn on hin by a friend of the
other's on board the ship, who inmediately called out for the women and
children to retire. Mr. Simpson the surgeon was standing near, and very soon
produced before the main with the knife one of Colt's revolving pistols, and
explained to hin the use of its six charges, which liad the effect of kceping
them very quiet for the remainder of the day. I met the woien and children
retreating over the ice ahead of the ship, and thought sonething must have
happened, although they told me they were going home to dance. A chief
arriving at the same time re-assured the'retreating party, vhen we explained to
them that if they used knives we must use guns, but otherwise we wished to be
good friends. Similar squabbles took place frequently whilst our men were
employed building the storehouse; knives were drawn as uisual, and in two
instances the women and children were sent away. This was a cause of a good
deal of anxiety with me, as our men being unarmed w'ere very inuch at their
mercy under such circumstances, and in the event of arming thein, more forbear-
ance vas necessary than some of thein would have been found to possess, from the
frequent provocations they lad received in return for the utsual kindness and
good nature that characterize seamen. On giving the subject every conside-
ration, and sceing that it must excite an unpleasant feeling for our men to
have knives pointed at then without a fneans of defence being at hand, the
quarter-master of the watch and two petty officers of tic party working on shore
were armed with pistols, but properly cautioned not to produce them unless
under circumstances of necessity, as I hoped the mere knovIedge of their having
them would be sufficient. Of this we soon had an instance. One of then played
offoneof their usual practical jokes on one of our men bykicking him in the hack of



the knees when carrying a spar, for wLiich he was rew'arded&witha b1bwontheface
he then drew bis knife, when the corporal of marines coming up, and being knwh
to -have a pistol, the offender ran -·away'. These sort df-t iinoyances continied
as long, asour men, hadwork to do outside of the ship ; ýandwhew the iatives
,were collected -in any numbers,- theu.differenee of' character; displayed by theni
-when so, and the reverse, is worthy of. iemark- -In the former,case they: are
bolder and overbearing, and when meeting with partiès gather:round¡them, and
apparently in a half playful -way, commence. shoving them, about -and .feeling
their clothes, when, if they fail in g.etting what they want given to them, they
help themselves, and with their knives soon remove any, buttons that liappen
to be brigiht. This 'was all done and, the offenders mixed up'.with the'rest,
enjoying the thing as a good joke before -our peoplè -could look round theni.
On the contrary, when they are in srall numbers, they;are"fnot -like thé same
people, but seem quiet, harmless, inoffensive, aùd obliginig; even while displaying
these good qualities, should their numbe-s become increased, -they.lose n-o time
in throwing off their assumed humility to join in any plunder going on.

In landing our provisions, I was particularly careful to point out to the chief
and other leading men, that nothing vas going on shore, the nature of which
they could not see, except salt mneat, which was really the case, and this I kne-w
they would not eat if it was given them, and on the day that all was landèd,tand
the house locked, I showed thein the carronade, pointed at it, and told them it
was to keep thieves away, thinking that a show. of preparatidn, would bave the
effect of saving us from any attempt at robbèry on thieir part; but 1, have every
reason to believe that some of those on board at the time were leaders in breaking
into it threc nights afterwards, when fortunately three small- sails (ship's) were
the only things they succecded in talkng away. A case of flour contained in
tins, belonging to the officers, had been opened, but not found to be tobacco as
anticipated, and not liking to go away empty handed, they had taken the sails.
I was quite uIprepared for this theft, whicli was effected in the night, notwitli-
standing a strict watch had been kept from the, ship and the bouse was visited
every hour, as I had been told by the officers of the ship acquainted with their
character, they would never attempt anything greater than pilfering sm all things
lying about. This there was no remedy for, except keeping a good look-but.
Now they had comiencecd on a large scale, I had to consider the best mode of
checking then before anythiing of a more serious nature should be attempted.

A slight show of fire-arns in the way of intimidation in all our fornr -cases,
had the effect of restoring the stolen articles, and with .a vi:w to :the samè effect,
I had a small brass threc- pounder mounted on a sledge,- intending 'to threaten
them with a visit if the sails were not returned. By the arrival of a native,'who
came every norning with dogs' food, we were informed that, during the time of
sleep, some people had committed the robbery, shîwing plainly that the affair
was w ell known at the settlement. Our people 1had in the mean'tinie tracked
them on the snow to within a short distance of it, vhen the sails had beén. opencd
and nost probably divided. About 9 A.M. the chief dame down,' assuming a Very
determined air, with his mnusket slung across bis shoulders to offer his assistance,
and go with us for the recovery of our sails; but as lie proposed -leading us to
Cape Smyth, vhere lie said they had been taken, and stoutly denied their being
at Point Baxrow, his services were declined.

I iust mention lere that this was the common excuse wýith·thcn, when any-
thing vas stolcn, they invariably pointed to Cape Smyth, and said the things had
becn takcn thcre. It, becaime so wvell understood at last that no notice was taken
of it, particularly in the present instance.

The chief, affer sone hesitation, came on board, when it was explained tohim
that we were quite aware where the sails were, and if they were not restored, I
should take the gun (which I showed him niounted) to their settlement to look
for theni; at the sanie time I thought the opportunity of having his musket ini
my power too good a, one to be lost, and took possession of it, telling him that
when he had brotight back everything that had been stolen from us, it would be
returncd quite safe.

This appeared to place him iiin a serious difficulty, and after repeating the Cape
Snyth story a good nany times, he returned to the town, and we went on with
our work as usual, intending to wait the result of his interference. In about two
hours lie caime again with some evasive story, that they were going to bring
the sails down He renained outside the ship evidently mich -disturbed but
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not mistrustful; there were also a few others, women ard children, and one
sledge.

We now observed with our glasses an unusual stir at the settlement. In the
first place, some women and children were seen moving across the bay to Cape
Smyth; afterwards the men were seen advancing down towards the ship, in three
single files, armed with their hows and arrows and quivers. I fancied at this
tine I saw spears also, but did not observe them afterwards. The leading men
were discharging their arrows ahead of theni as they advanced, picking them up
again as they reached them, which satisfied me their visit was not friendly, and
my mind vas soon made up to keep them in' check at the distance of musket
range, by firing over their heads, wishing above all things to avoid taking a life,
unless under some urgent necessity. Our small force, forty-one in all, was
placed under command of the officers appointed to guard the gangways, poop,
and forecastle; and previous to their getting within range, a blank charge was
fired from our eighteen-pounder carronade, and the three-pound brass gun, which
had not the effect of dispersing them, as I expected, and when withn musket-
range, we commenced firng over them from the forecastle. This had the effect
of dipersing theni under shelter of the spit about fifty yards from the ship's
bows. At this time one of the chiefs, who had been on board frequently and
treated with every kindness, made a rush down ahead of the ship followved at
first by others; but when he found the balls whistling over bis head lie dropped on
his face to avoid them, running a few paces closer to the ship, threw down his
bow and quiver containing seventeen arrows, four of them with barbed iron
heads. This man had become very unpopular with the crew from sorme uncivil
acts of his, and I have been able to understand since, that although the order to
fire over his head was carried out, this direction was very much infringed upon.
A few now extended themselves under cover of the house, but as a constant fire
was kept up in that direction, not many attempted to reach it, and a round shot
being fired so as to graze it, had the effect of dislodging them. At this time a
false alarm vas given, that they were breaking down the bouse and carrying
things away. I was on the forecastle, and on hearing the report, ordered the
man next me, a marine, to fire at a man then escaping from under cover of it,
and froni the sudden way lie semed to fall and kick out his legs, I thought he
was killed. Imniediately afterwards the report was found to be incorrect, and
no more shots were fired at tlem; and I had the satisfaction to find out that
the man fired at (the only instance) was not killed.

As the chief, who had been lying concealed under an ice humnock not far
from the ship, and who I suppose now saw no chance of gaining an advantage
over us with his numbers, showed himself and beckoned them back in a most
energetic manner, causing a general retreat, and as our masthead afforded a
commanding view, I was glad to find that they wyere all able to use their legs
quite as well going hoine as they did coming out.

Although this affair would give thein a poor idea of us as marksmen, not
appreciating our motives, I considered that some of them heard the ball suffi-
ciently close to their cars not to wish for a repetition. Mr. Simpson, the surgeon,
counted seventy-one, and allows himself to have overlooked ten ; lie coiputes
the number at eighty, besides several stragglers, a computation I consider as
near as could be obtained.

Tie chief, with another man, stayed about the ship for some time ; but as no
compromise short of the immediate returi of our stores was contemplated, he was
not allowed to remain long. My having his guni was an advantage I could
hardly have expected, and as its value to him was far greater than anything they
had stolen fron us, I was content to wait the resuilt of his interference, in the
meantime not allowing any of them within guînshot until everything was returned.

On the following day we had a pacifie message, to the effect that they vere
all asleep that day, but on the next all our things would be brouglit down.
They lad not left tie spot they had advanced to, wvhcn I took a party away
fron the sbip to try the range of the gun in a sledge, and to find how it would
answer. I w s glad they saw us manouvring it, and as they still remained after
motioning thei to go away, a musket was fired wide of them as a hint to be
off and report what tbey had seen, which I hoped would have the effect of quick-
ening their movements, in returning our sails. At 7 A.M. on the following day,
the chief, with seven natives and a sledge, brought down the sails,-a naintop-
mast staysail, and mizen trysail, and a boat's cover, all much worn and of no



importance to us ; but the act was the same and required checking,,lest other
things we might feel the loss of should be stolen also. I was told the par,ty
seemed in evident trepidation. The sails had been cut into several pieces, adapted
in size for their u-mi-aks' sails, and had been served out amongst the party.
This would account for the difficulty the chief had in getting them returned,
without having a slight brush for them previously. All the pieces were most
ingeniously drawn together by the women, who had been employed the previous
day and night about thein, which occasioned the day's delay in their being
returned. As it was necessary, while we were settling matters, to have a full resti-
tution of everything stolen fron the ship and boats since our arrival, a careful
inquiry was made to find out every missing article; and as these included almost
all the ironwork of the launch, which iad been cut almost to pieces in the most
vexatious way while turned botton up on the adjacent island, I was the more
disposed to push this point. When the full extent was known, the chief
was acquainted that everything must be returned previous to his getting his gun,
or the natives allowed to comle near the ship. He then left and returned next
morning with every missing article, when. his gun was restored to him, and the
natives came about us as usual. I had the curiosity to examine the charge of
his gun whilst it was in our hands, and found it as well loaded with ball as we
could have done it ourselves, although he had previously told us he had no
ammunitioi.

I made him a small present of tobacco for lis trouble, as I believe he was not
a partaker in the robbery, and I gave one of his wives a knife, as she had been
very industrious in putting the sails together. He made us understand that he
had been obliged to use bis knife, as well as his authority, ,to compel some of the
thieves to give up their share of the booty. I was glad to have got the upper
hand of them without aiy further trouble on our part, as, independent of the
more important motives befbre mentioned, our own travelling parties might be
seriously inconvenienced fron being at variance with themi.

Notwitlstanding these considerations it is most necessary for oui preservation
with such a people to establish respect fron thein by a moderate resistance upon
any undue encroachnient on their part.

Had we not been employed on a service essentialtlyof peace, I should have
taken a party up to their settlement in the way of retaliation, on finding they
had broken into our store. I ani not certain that it would not have been the
better plan in the present case, as kindness and florbearance arc not understood
by themi, particularly after being fired upon once or twice without recciving any
injury, they are likely to fornm an erroneous opinion as to the power of fire-arms,
many of the present party, inicluding the chief, being the sane who followed
Commander Pullen so pertinaciously along the iReturn lReefof Sir Jolnî Franklinî,
when the systein of avoiding firing at thein was adopted until the last extremiity,
and with the saine good fortune in not sacriticing any lives. As an instance of
their ingratitude, I found many -who were engaged in the robbery of the house
were of those wvlho had been allowed on board every day, and had received con-
siderable presents with the view of naking friends of them in the event of our
requiring a kindness in return. Whilst our iisunderstanding was unsettled a
further enclosure was miarked out to include the ship), house, anmd observatory.
Round this a stout hawser was supported on small tringles, and in no instance
during the renainder of oui stay was this boundary, which necessity had given
us good excuse fbr establishing, allowed to be infringed upon. A few trouble-
some characters, such as will be found in all large commumities, gave annoyance
occasiornally for a month or two by sboving cach other purposely inside the
boundary. Wlen findiig their tricks provoked hard blows, little more trouble
was given in this way.

Out intercourse fron this time wenit on sumoother, and the Esquimaux, feeling
theniselves in error, seemned to imake manîy friendly overtures to regain our
esteen. Some of these consisted in bringing down their tanbourines alongsidc,
and dancing and singing in large nunbers. In this they had, in some degrce,
anticipated ny intentions, as the oflicers were at the saine tine engaged in printing
a notice for the lower deck of a " Native Dance," intended to be given i thrce
days' timne, with the view of showing thern we bore no ill-will, and wisbed for a
friendly intercourse ; and as it was to be the commencement of our winter
festivities, and headed " Great Novelty," it had the desired effect of producing
amusement anongst the crew.
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'At 4: b.f tdbéPoihe 28thy òur visitors"wbre adinitted-to thb nuruber ot
seenty.2 Aftér they wèreemâ-deto seat themselves rouùid the'deck, thë entiN
taiùnientcd'inenced serving 'each with a little tbbaccd; then our musical
instrumetits (à vidlih, èornopéian, drum, aid triangle) played a lively air, which
caused a geneial'exclàmation of wonder and pleasure, most' of the'party now
liearing' then fòr the Mt time.- .This was folow'ed by a request for them to
dance, and being supplied',%ith a' dann they willingly complied. :'Our seamen
danced in their turn, and in a littile time the natives entered fully into the spirit
of the amusement, strippin. off fheir skin coats and dancing naked to the waist
with the temperature at + 6', sliowing the state of excitement they vork them-
selves into, as the iMale performers shout in a wild'triumphant manner, and all
the lookèrs-on join in a chorus and become as inuch excited as the perforier:
their appearance makes i scene as savage as can be well âinagined. By 10 i.n.
thé party broke up, all appearing to hàve had dancing enough; the whole com-
pany seemaingly pleased -with their eveuing's amusement. When we came to
take down a few flags that vere hung under the housing for ornanient, it ývas
vexiig to find several large, pieces cut out of them as if in handfuls. The
chief and some others remaining appeared sorry, and promised the pieces should
be returned, vhich was faithfully donc the next morning.

On the following day I paid a visit to the village, accompanicd by Mr.
Simpson, the surgeon. We were followed by several idlers Irom about the
ship, who, as we neared 'the buts, spread the report of our arrival, which soon
caused a grèat crowd to gather round us following to the chief's hut, vhere we
found him on his housetop rcady to receive us. The winter huts were now
covered with 'snow ; the chief's stood about five feet above the grcand, with a
square opening at one end, into which we followed through a low dark passage
sloping downwards for five or six yards, when we stood beneath the open-
ing in the floor of the inhabited part of the hut. It is circular in form,
just large enough to admit one person at a time. Passing through it we stood
upon a siooth boarded floor, about 16ft. by 10ft. ; the roof was seven feet
lngh, and in the centre was a small square skylight, covered vith transparent
whale membrane.

The transition from the daylight and glare to the dark passage was sudden,
and in some degree prepared our eyes for taking in at the first glance the aþ
pearancc within. We were placed in the centre of the hut; the chief, with a
wife on cch side of him, sat opposite to us. There w'ere four or five young
men, and two vomen vith childrbu, lying about the floor, all uaked to the waist,
the childrep peifectly so. The first breath of the interior was rather offensive,
but 'Sve soon got accustomed to it, and as the température was already high,
being followed by a number of men whon it secmed impossible to accomnïiodate
in so snall a space, it soon became insufferably hot,"when' the temperature was
easily ieduced by &utting a hole through the skylight, wvhich nade a very
agrecable and necessary change in the air we wcre breathing.

Our visit seemed to give great satisfaction, and was commenced vith a smuoke,
according to their nethod of doing evet-ything. For the remainder of the time,
about an hour, I endeavoured to tind out from them low far the nearest -winter
settlement of natives was cast of this place, with the vicw of conimunicating
with them before the severity of the winter set in; but I could not inake out
anything very clear fromu thei. We have a great difficulty ini making them
understand that our business is not bartering, as tlcir ideas do not extend
beyond that, althougli fromn our constant repetition they appear to bc awarc
that wc are vaiting for two ships that have gone far away imto the ice. The
chief's -was the only bouse we visited, and returning across the hay to the
ship wc were aceompanied by a ý oung man and a boy, who talked a grcat deal
more than we could understand; but the former, in explaining to us the
sort of tobacco that hiad been given him on board a ship, twisting his fingers
together to describe Anerican twist, or negrolicad, led us in his description
of the vessel to believe it might have been the "hivestigator" or "Enterprize"
leaving the ice this last season, but we were afraid of giving way to our
credulity in supposing it to be either of theni. As they willingly acconpanicd
us on board I was glad to avail imyself of Lieutenant Vernon's knowledge of
the lan.guage to sift their story more tboroughly. I-le allowed thein .nost
,patiently to describe all they had seen in their own. w'ay, and eventually ascer-
tained that the ship they were on bourd of lad diagonal decks, and an ice-
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chock larger than the q'i Plover's.! .The illuninators i. the:deck they remgrked
were square; these: are -the points that seei to have caught, their attention, and
were sufficient to show that they had been, on board one ôr-other of the ships,
but when the captain vas described as 'wearing spectacles Captain Collinson
was identified. - The remaining point of importance was, that she was gone to
.the eastward the* summer before last (1851), agreeing, with the time the
IlEnterprize" passed. In the spring of this year I stood on the point from
which she had been boarded, vith the native who gave this information. It is
Cape Governor Simpson, and forms the western, point of Smyth's Bay, distant
about forty-five rniles to the eastward of Point Barrow. The " Enterprize"
secms to have been delayed off it with, light winds, but on a breeze
springing up she :was lost sight of to the eastward. Two umiaks got alongside
of her, and the people speak with pleasure of the presents they received, and it
is worthy of notice that a particular kind of tobacco with which we know the
"l Enterprize" to have been provided, led to a voluntary description of their
having boarded a ship, affordingniore information in a few minutes than al our
inquiries of the chiefs and others in several mlonths had done.

After sone experience with theni we found more information was obtained
by casual observations of their own brought about by something they might
happen to sec or have shown thein, than by asking direct questions, as it seems
difficult to lead their thoughts from the passing events around them.

On the eveiiing of the 5th November the crew had a little recreation with the
immolation of Guy Fawkes, and the natives, being told that lie was a "big
thief," were at great pains te get an opportunity of expressing individually that
tliey were not thieves, which was very amusing, and seemed as if they expected
to be treated similarly. The ceremony concluded with a rocket, on -which
they retired to a distance in dismay, and were evidently much impressed with
the whole proceeding. They were afterwards gratified with a dance on board,
wlich seeined to restore their confidence, and closed the amusements for
the day.

As sonie of the crew had expressed a wish to sec the Esquimaux village, and
understanding there had becn an invitation from one of the chiefs to witness
a dance, I gave eight men leave on the, afternoon of the 21 st of November.
,Al vent well with them until one of.our party, a qurlter-master who had been
obliged to handle one of the natives rather roughly on his attempting to force
his way into the observatory, was recognised by bis old antagonist, who
became furious vith passion and immediately attàcked hin, but was prevented
by others froni using his kuife. le then endeavoured to get some of our
people to his-hut, vho seeing he had some weapon conccaled in his sleeve
declined, when several of the Esquimaux hustled. and tripped up our men, who
still had protectors suficient anongst the crowd to bring them away in safety.
Oine iman, the carpeinter's mate, vho by some means got left by his companions,
vas 'scized round the arns by two men, whilst the man who attacked the
quarter-master picked his pockets of some tobacco and heads le had taken with
hhn for the kind purpose of distributing amongst theni. The chief was very
much put out by the affair, and tried to get some of our people to his hut; bis
gre .t aim being to get gunpowder, I suppose lie fiancied this, display of feeling
would not be favourable to his -wishes.

After this attempt at a friendly intercourse, we all ccased going to the village
for upwards of two months; vhen seeing no inclination on the part of tie Men
to renew their visit, I found if we pursued the systeni of' holding back, a valuable
opportunity would be lost of acquiring a knowledge of their habits wlich it
,would be interesting to become acquainted witl, and for this purpose the officers
again went occasionally to the settlernent, taiking care to go with sone infliential
maan who kept away those inclined to be troublesome.

This was again very soon put a stóp to, by our not allowing the man to cone
to the ship whmo had behaved so badly when our men werc at the huts, and in
enforcing this·umeasure' we went"near to laving another aflay with then. le
had been to the ship several times since the occurrence took place, and on being
told, alvays went away. Où the . occasion hi question, he cvidcntly intended
to remain and to get up a disturbance if possible. The chief, who was òn board,
seeing this, went outside and tried to get him away, to no avail, and another chief
tried also. The title of " chief" given here -is mnerely nominal, as in a commu-
nity where every man has to provide for his own ·wants, the nost indlustrious,
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bold, and successfil hunter becomes, froni the property he possesses, of more
consideration than those not possessing those qualities, but this does not extend
beyond his own boat's crew or hunting party for the time being. Seeing this
man was resolved to remain whether we plcased or not, I thought it necessary
to have our own way as to who should visit the ships or who not, and as his
conduct was well known to his countrymen, and condemned by nany of then,
his case was a good one to enforce. The great objection to any sert of disturb-
ance, was the difficulty of making the well disposed understand our motives, or
the separation of one from the rest as bad, and these cases rarely occurred,
except when they were collected. in large numbers, which made them imagine
they could do as they pleased. While the altercation was going on outside, the
natives on board, of wfhon there were several, began to leave the ship, although
most of themn had been visitors and declared friends, without, as it appeared,
possessing any confidence in us. I then directed Lieutenant Vernon to go out,
and once more tell hrim to go aw'ay. The natives thinking he was the leader of an
attacking party-two-thirds of the men, and all the wonen and children walked
straight away for the village, leaving the bad character in the minority, which
he had suffient tact to discover, and followed the others, when quietness was
again restored-and those who had made such a lasty retreat out of the ship
were nowy anxious to return again, but others were chosen in preference fromn
those who had renained as spectators, and vere apparently indifferent. The crew
were ut dinner at the timne and they vere not disturbed, as our state, with regard
to arrns, is one of constant readiness. The chief afterwards told ine very
impressively not to go to the village, a privation very little felt personally, but
showmng the absence of control on the part of the chiefs vhen our being at
variance witlh one individual of bad character put an end to a friendly comnmu.
nication between us and a whole tribe.

He continued to make us visits at intervals, of two or three days, when to put
a stop to them, on one occasion, when Lieutenant Vernon had with great good
nature and patience valked with himn a considerable distance from the ship and
left him to returi, lie followed himu back leisurely ; wlen I saw there was no
means of dealing vith hii by kindness, and orderCd two marines vith muskets
outside, on the ice, to prevent is further advance to the ship. On seeing them
he seened to fly into a great state of excitement, and presented his breast to be
fired at, when 1one or two well-disposed individuals took him avay, and lie did
not repeat his visits again for somne time; wher being told by the chiefs that lie
was iow good, I was glad of an opportunity to conie to terms with hitn, seeing
that disputes vould do us no good, however much we had riglit on our side-.--and
as I thought we had established our point of kepinig himn away, to as great an
extent as could bec expected with a savage, it vas explained to hii by one of
the chiefs that he was to go away, and when we intended that he should rernain,
a message vould be sent to hhn. Understandinîg this he vent aNway much
pleased, and on being sent to in a few days, lie caine down in his best clothes
and behaviour and vas allowed to reumain, which put an end to all disputes
between us.

During this day, vhicl was fine and[ clear, with a temperature at 23°, e Iad
eighteen natives inboard, and seventy-two vere counted outside, or in siglit of
the ship, making ni nety in all, mnen, wonmen and children, a inuimîber not
unfrequènt in the depth of -winter vlen they were not engaged hunting. No
temperature vas too severe to keep themi away, 'with the thermoneter at 300
and 40° below zero ; they comnmenced arriving ulongside as early as 6 A., thrce
aid four hours before daylight, and those not admmitted on board, sat on the
snow laughing and playing about as checrfully as ve should have donc in sun-
shine. A party of six at this time had a niarrow escape from being starved on
the ice on which they were adrift for six days. They went out to hunt the
white bear, wlcn the floe becaime detached and drifted into the opei water.
They were saved fromn this perilous situation by the chance of its being again
brought im contact with the land floe. Although the weather was very
severe, so perfect is their clothing, that the only injury they received was some
frost-bites about the fàce: as they ivere without food, a description of their
sufferings vould be one of thrilling interest, if we could understand their
language sufliciently to appreciate it.

A short time afterwards, on a geineral break up of the ice, one nian vas,carried
away and lost. Finding he had left a wife and two children, I sent a Iessage



to her to come to the ship, and on making ber some useful presents, I endeavoured
to have explained to a party assembled that our business here was looking after
people who were also in the ice, hoping it would have a tendency to gain their
assistance and fiiendship in favour of any of our parties travelling along the
coasts they frequent.

Several stratagems were tried to find out if we were on the look-out at night;
srnall parties, generally two or three women, came alongside, and on being sent
away, would nake some excuse of going out sealing, or some sucli pretence, to
keep in our neighbourhood, but our watch was alvays too vigilant for thei.
One man was caught in the iniddle watch, coming out of a tout crected over a theo-
dolite on the ice close to the ship, and was brought on board a prisoner. As he had
not been able to steal anything the case was not strong enough to inflict any

punishment on bim, and he was permitted to go away the folloving day at noon,
with the promise of a good thrashing if lie was caught again. While le was on
board only four or five women, and the chief came near us. I was glad to sec
the latter, as he witnessed our leniency on the occasion, but lie seemed indifferent
as to whether wc haid punished him or not. This detection put a stop to their
nightly excursions and left us unmolested.

A few of them fron the first showed disinterested partiality to us, which was
appreciated, and they wcre invited to sleep on board on a few rare occasions.

or sone time they were nervous about it, but mustered courage enough after a
little time. My object in allowing them to do so was to give them confidence
and let them sec somne more of our habits, which I thought would raise us in
their estimation.

In the early part of February we were startled by a native report that a large
ship with a great many men was wintering to the southward at Point Hope. A
party belonging to Cape Smyth lad lately returned froni Point Hope (a journey
frequently made by theni in the winter), and had, it was said, been on board the
ship; but knowing it to bc an impossibility for a ship to winter there, not much
attention was paid to it, beyond thinking there generally exists somne grounds for
such reports, and when well sifted they can somnetimes be traced out. The
present report seened to be a forerunner of a party of natives belonging to
Point Hope, who arrived at Point Barrow about this time, and soon afterwards
visited the ship. The information received from themn was of there being a large
ship soniewhere to the south with very little men on board; whether we mnistook
their " little" for few-or most likely it was one of many such stories these people
have amongst them from the habit of repeating then one to the other vithout
reference to the date, as in this case, if the story mnentioned was traced to its
source, it would most likely prove to be some wlaler visited by them in the
summner.

This circumstance is mnentioned to account for the way reports arc carried
along a great extent of coast by natives niceting for a short timne for the purpobe
of barter, and at considerable distances froni their respective settlements, wh'ien,
as may naturally be supposed, an interchange of news takes place, and thus
becomes extended onwards suiect to such change of version as the repeatimig
tribes are likely to give it, mnaking it necessary to consider their reports well
before taking inuch notice of them, unless accoipaiied by somne token of their
autho1ity.

The chief of this party was a pleasing, spirited ilian, about thirty-five years of
age, and was accoipanied by his two wives, who were good-looking young
woernn. le lad coie on a bartering expedition to dispose of some copper
kettles, receiving glutton skins in exclange. He recognised Mr. Simpson, the
surgeon, as having seen him at Hothan's Inlet, and lie was also fhmiliar -yith the
naine of Captain Moore and sonie of the former ofdicers of the ship. -le
described his journey to us, of which I was anxious to get the particulars. He
had slept fiftcen tines, ciglit of then on the snow, but le showed no signs of
having suffered froim cold. I-e described the sea as being open ail along the
coast to the southward, but le vas not familiar with ships, which I accounted
for by the lowness of the land about Point Hope deterriug the whalers from
closing it, oterwise there are many in that latitude in the sunner. He seened
to be a poet, and favoured us with an extemporc song of soie length,
which included tb name of the ship and sonie of our own. He afterwards
passed his hand down his stomach several times, expressive of great friendship,
and thon fixed his forehead against mine, and used it as a fuicrui to rub noseu
several tiines, a cerenony not very agreeable in lis heated state from singing
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A chief of this place vas of the party, which made himn eel quite, at his eise,
otherwise they are mistrustful on the first visit. le described his people's
barter with the Asiatics of the opposite coast (the Tchuk-chi, or as' they call
it, Tsau-chu) to consis of the martia (sable), fox, wolverine, wolf, and bear-
skins, and sonetimes whale oil and fish ; for which they get in exchange kettles,
tobacco, beads, knives (Russian), and walrus teeth. While he remained he was
a welcome and constant visitor. The southern natives are far more agrecable
than those to the northward, who have been rarely visited ; the officers speak of
the former as more grateful and niodest, particilarly the females, while the
latter are thought impudent and ungrateful. On leaving, he sung of the good
name he should give the ship on his way down the coast, which will be of benefit
to our boats on their expedition to Cape Lisburne.

About the middle of February a great many of the natives removed into the
interior to hunt the reindeer, fbund very numnerous on these vast plains, which
forn the north-western termiination of America. As I vas curious te see some-
thing of the country and their mode of living ut this inclement season, I thought
my making an excursion to their hunting grounds would show we placed every
confidence in thei. I accordingly left the ship on the ist March, accompanied
by Mr. Gordon, mate, two seamen, with a native guide, and sledge drawn by
six dogs, carrying tents, guns, and provisions. Our route into the interior was
S.S.W. (truc) across snowy plains, differing little in appearance froin the bay
ice, except on the approach to a lake, when the rise becamne more sudden, and
being exposed to the sweeping winds, grass was occasionally seen in spots
through the snow, otfering, vith deer of which ve saw a great many, the only thing
worthy of notice. Three days and a haif heavy travelling brought us to an,
encampment on the bank of a river. They had a hole through the ice, which
we found to be seven feet thick, and reaching within one of the bottom. Their
houses differed from those described by Captain Parry, in being excavated in
the snow lodged on the river, the ice of which fornmed a perfectly even floor.
Their position from outside was only observable by secing the implements of
chase belonging to the owners in a group over the top. We found them in no
instance wanting in kindness, but their character for begging had not fallen off,
since leaving Point Barrow. Their mode of killing the reindeer is novel, and
such as nature has pointed ont. The country is so open that they have no
have no menus of approaching the animals under any cover ; they therefore dig
deep pits in the snowy ravines, selecting places wbere the surface is even, to
cover thein lightly over with slabs of snow. The iioment the animal puts his
feet upon themn he is precipitated into the pit, the depth of which is too great
for him to leap fromi.

Having effected niy puhrpose of visiting an d going aimongst thei, I returned
to the slip after an absence of seven days. The position of the place by astro-
nomical observations was S. 40, W. 38 miles from the ship.

Nothing furtier worthy of' renark occurred in our intercourse, unti I was
setting ont on a journey along the coast te the castward, when some of the
worst disposed tried to deter a young nin fromn accompanying me as guide by
threatening to follow and murder us when we slept, the guide amongst the number,
upon whom it appeared to have no effect, beyond lus repeating the story and
advising that the mnen should not be allowed into the ship during ny absence.
This report made it evident that the fact of our force being divided had been
talked of, and I felt sorry our residence amnongst therm fbr so long had produced
no better feeling, but I considered it necessary te show we were capable of
defending ourselves, and travelling when were fbund it necessary. If this was
not established, our position, confined to the ship by a tribe of unarmed savages,
would not be very flattering. W ith these feelings I set out on my journey,
well satisfied with the resources of my party, and with the judgment and dis-
cretion of the officer (Lieutenant Vernon) in whose charge the " Plover" was left.
On mny return, after an absence of twenty-five days, I was glad to find every-
thing going on as favourably as possible. The natives were returning froni the
interior in large numbers, and the day previous, 27th of April, as nany as 40
sledges witlh 93 people crossed the bay to the village, from the hunting grounds.

From this time we procured an abundant supply of venison, the only instance
during our stay of receiving any benefit from our proximity te themn. It lasted
nearly two months, and had the effect of restoring fur a time the health of the
crew, previously much debilitated and exposed to scurvy.



- -Thè:appearan'cè .of this disease was attribùtable to the great- ineqiality iii the
character of some of the provisions, in the older supplies of preserved.meats and
flour; and it became necessary to discontinue the use of beef altogether, and to
increase the issue of the last supply of preserved meats and preserved potatoes.
. The season for their whale fishing was now approaching, and commenced on
the 7th of /lay; the distance to the open water was about four miles W.
(true) of Point Barrow. On the lIth, hearing they had caught a whale, I made
an excursion to the scene, with the hope of being in time to see its distribution,
but on arriving, the only remains we could discover was about half a pound of
blubber, té so good an account do the-y seem to turn every part of the animal.
We found the open water extending E.N.E. and W.S.W. (true ), and no bottom
with ten fathoms. The ice to the southward seemed open, and I supposed the
water was free in thaL direction to Behring Straits. It would be interesting to
be able to conjecture its north-eastward extent, the wind blowing, it may be
said, constantly from that quarter; if the ice should happen to be broken, it
must clear a large space of water.

This pursuit occupied them until the 1st of June, when most of their
" oomiaks" were brouglit to the land to be prepared for their summer journey to
the eastward, previous to which they seem to allow themselves ten days' enjoy-
ment, which is passed in eating, smoking, and dancing; they then commence
the work of preparation.

Whilst treating on this subject, it is worthy of being nentioned that the
natives state that the whales nake their appearance off Point Hope in April and
May, when the ice there breaks up into fields, and that most of themn have dis-
appeared by the time the ships arrive. About the same time these animals also
appear at this place, and are pursued by the natives in their comiaks, as men-
tioned before, until June, when few are seen, and in July none in this neighbour-
hood, and the people believe they retire northward, to return this way in August
and September. The masters of whaling vessels have inforimed me that whales
are less abundant in the open water in Jily and August than in September.

A month previous to this time we cceived, quite by accident, some very useful
information. Two of the officers, Lieut. Vernon and Mr. Simpson (surgeon)
conversin g with one of the chiefs more intelligent and communicative than the
rest, asked him if lie had ever scen any boats like ours along the coast, when lie
said he had, near the Colville river. Finding that Mr. Simpson, by turning over
the leaves of Commander Pullen's journal, was able to describe the occurrence
that took place, the man unwittingly gave a detail of the whole affair, which
corresponded with the written accounts, even to the wind; by which it appears
the chief of this place, with his Hudson's Bay gun,-Barnett, 1843 (vide
evidence taken before the Arctic Committce, questions 1384-5-6) is the indi-
vidual described by Commander Pullen, and he appears to have taken a large
number of men with him to follow the boats. The man afterwards seemed very
uneasy, and was perhaps thrown off bis guard when he told so much, but the
officers supposed that hc thought if the book told so much, they must also be
acquainted with every circumstance by the same nicans, and that he was doing
no harm in acknowledging the facts. He was very anxious from the first to
learn the namies of Commander Pullen and his companion Lieutenant Hooper
(a prevalent habit with them), but he was not told until lie had identified thei
in the most minute way. In further conversations connected with the foregoing
circumstance, wc vere enabled to identify this people as the Western
Esquimaux, and the same man traced out for us the different stages of the
journey. This point hlad been of doubt with us, supposing the distance from
Point Barrow to Barter Island 240 miles of an exposed coast, it could not be
accomplished by them in the short season of open water, as their skin boats,
when deeply laden, are not adapted for a seaway. These difficulties were
explained by saying they took the boats away on sledges, a month before the
ice breaks up, and the exposed parts of the coast and large bays are avoided by
an inland navigation through rivers and lakes of which we were ignoraùt.

The first stage of the journey is the Colville, and occupies ten days, where
they meet a friendly tribe of Esquimaux, called Nuna-tag-miutes (supposed by
Messrs. Dease and Simpson to be a naine for the Russians), but there is no
doubt of their being Esquimaux and wearing the lip onaments peculiar to
them. They confine themselves to the rivers and land from which their name
is derived, " Nuna," (land), and have a communication through the rivers of the
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interior to the coast, about Hotham's Inlet, as our informant told us he had met
a woman two successive seasons at the Colville, who bad been frequently aboard
this ship in Kotzebue Sound in the winter of 1849, and had travelledfrom there
through the interior without having touchçd upon the internediate coast.

The journey to the Colville is anticipated by then with much pleasure,
particularly this year, as they frequently spoke of telling of the wonders seen
on board this ship, in addition to the pleasing thouglhts of feasting and dancing
they were to enjoy vith their friends. Fron thence a select party extend
themsclves to Barter Island, the women accompanying them to within a day's
journey of meeting the eastern people, when the men advance and conclude
their business as expeditiously as possible. They give an amusing account of
the mutual distrust that exists between the two parties. The western people
never sleep while they arc in sight of the eastern, and all bargains seem to be
made knife in band. The articles and systen of bartering appear to be as
described by Sir John Franklin, but I thiik later writers on the subject have
supposed thht Russian goods flnd their way to the north coast from posts on the
Colville, which we have not been able to verify. This tribe receives Russian
(Siberian) articles fron the Point Hope people, previously alluded to, lich
they convey to the castward and exchange for English knives procured from the
Hudson's Bay posts, but there is no intermcediate supply froni the Russians that
we could hear of. The journey east from the Colville takes thern ten days,
which they describe as being made ahvays against the wind; and the returin to
Point Barrow to Point Berens occupies little more than two, -which tley speak
of sleeping in the boats and allow'ing theni to drift before the wind; thus would
make it appear that easterly winds must be very prevalent in the early part of
August. iMr. Simpsou, who has taken much pains to inform himself on the
subjcct, considers thie 25th of July the time of their departure fron the Colville;
this lias been further established by the fact of the party who attacked
Commander Piullen on the 9th of August at Return Reef, beng then on their
retura ftom Barter Island. 'lie tinie of their animal visit never differing
probably threc days, as we have fournd them generally as accurate in that way
as i C they were acquainted with dates. Frorn this information it may be
concluded that the Esquimaux inake one third of their summer journies, by
carrying their boats over the ice,-befbre a ship or her boats become available,
which gives theni a season so much longer, at a tine when the weather is very
favourable,-this vill have bcen pointed out to thein by necessity, from the
shortncss of the season of open water, 'which if they confined thenselves to, it
would liiit their excursions to a very short range. Their return for the
winter takes place, as wc have seen, about the 10Ith September, and seens to
end their labours tor the year.

Two days after receiving the above information, May 20th, a native man vas
observed outside the ship wearing a sinall canvass bag with an address written
on it,---" To the Chief Trader of the Russian settlement, N. America,"-wvhich
caused considerable curiosity on our parts, and on making further enquiries lie
told us lie had the paper in his hut tlhat was originally in it, on which lie vas
despatched with the promise of a large reward of tobacco if he brought it to the
ship. Some hours afterwards le returned with tvo torn pieces of paper, con-
plaining that his little girl had destroyed the rest ; fbrtunately, the most
important part was preserved, whiich has been enclosed. This information is so
far satisfiactory, as it shows Commander M'Clure to have been making his
passage along shore, which has been further confiried by natives here, who
were on board her at Point Berens or Return Reef, where they describe her to
have had an casterly vind with no ice iii sight. The " Enterprize," it bas been
mentioned, was visited the year following not so far to the castward by cighty
miles. From these positions it is reasonable to infer, they had not again
comnunicated with the shore to thc westward of the Mackenzie, as the natives
of this place who are in yearly conmunication with the Esquimaux wvho frequent
the nouth of that river, have-to our repeated enquiries as to whether they had
hearc if tle ships had been seen by the other people,-answered they have not,
or they would have heard of it. It will give somie idea of the difficlty of
inaking the Esquimaux conprehend the neaning of our notions, when it is
considered the " Investigator " had an interpreter on board, who will have
explained the object of the letter given by Commander M'Clure, and 'Ve had
been eight months constantly making enquiries for such things, and endeavouring
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to explain our business here, without the individual charged with the paper
knowing what it was for; and if the canvass' bag had not been found useful, its
contents would never have been known.

In order to impress upon them the value of such things as papers and
messages, I gave the man a considerable present of tobacco, very nmuch to his
surprise and that of his companions, which had the effect of producing an old
American song book, the only article of paper remaining in their possession.

I have now to mention the occurrence of a native man being shot by accident,
which at the time caused. us considerable trouble and uneasiness, but eventually
I have had reason to believe it was viewed by most of the Esquimaux in its
true liglit.

On the morning in question, June 8th, the quarter-master of the watch, David
Dunstail, came into my cabin, and inforned me he had had a dreadful misfortune
-and, to ny horror,-that he had shot a native alongside the ship, and on
hurrying outsid1e I found the man was shot through the head, and must have
died instantaneously. The man who had been the cause of the unlooked-for
event showed by his manner that it bad been an accident, and upon making
some further inquiries, I found that several natives had arrived alongside the
ship previous to the time they were allowed, and altbough desired on that
account to go away several ines, they could not be induced to do so, and the
quarter master of the watch took out .a fowling piece in his hand, in order to
fri htenl theni, and when motioning with it for themu to go away, it wyent off and
loged the contents of the barrel the back part of the poor man's head. The
remainder of the party, five or six, ran away so speedily that there was no
means of overtaking thei, and the body being left, it became necessary to con-
sider the best means of disposing of it. Wc soon afterwards removed it to such
a distance from the ship that the natives could advance to it without fear of us,
and the same time it gave no pretext for coming any nearer to the ship. When
this had been done, and a large quantity of tobacco left with the body as ar
intimation of our friendship, all that we could do was to hope that some of our
friends amongst then would still have sufficient confidence to cone down and
give us an opportunity of explaining this affair. In this expectation we were
not disappoimted, as two of the chief men came to the ship at once, having,
before leaving the settlement, exerted their influence to quiet the people in their
first outbreak. One of these nen, who was remarkable for bis intelligence, was
made to comprehend the possibility of such an accident; and great pains were
taken to show him, that the charge was shot intended for birds, not men. When
this impression was established we rcquested theni to go back and explain it to the
people. 13y the tine they had arrived at the place where the body had been
left, a great many had collected, amongst thern the wife and friends of the un-
fortunate deceased, but who I was glad to find had left no children. They sat
round, and appeared deeply engaged in conversation for about two hours,
listening, as we supposed, to the explanation ; then they seemed to examine the
body, <md bis own deer skiins having been brought down, lie was vrapped in
thein and placed on a sledge, vhich vas drawn by his wife lcading and four men,
one following, across the bay to the cemetery, near Point Barrow. Noue of the
others accompanied the procession. A few of them came as usual alongside the
ship, but as they were for the most part of those known not to be friendly to us,
our people were kept on board to avoid any treacherous retaliation. During the
day I -was gratified to find the wives of the principal chiefs came on board, and
expressed their sorrow at the absence of their husbands, who were at the open
water lookiiig after whale ; but they had been sent for, and were coming on
board as soon as they rcturned. They told us also that all work was stopped
for five days, the woinen not being allowed to sew for tlat time, which seems to
be a genleral custom on the occasion of any deaths, and remarked that we ought
not to have any hammering on board for the same time ; and as I was anxious toi
show every synmpathy in our power, the caulkers at work outside were ordered to
cease work, and the ensign hoisted half-mast, the meaning of which was explained
and understood by theni. In the evening one of the chiefs who had. been first
down after the accident visited us with bis wife, and brought the intelligence
that a diversion existed in the camp as to revenging theniselves on us, but as the
chiefs were unwilling to favour it, it seemed probable nothing of the sort would
be attenpted. However, pro per precautions were taken to avoid any surprise,
particularly as a thick fog at the time of sleep favoured such a design.
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, Qn-the*following day th7e four'chiefs; with(their wivès; caime òn board-,when,
with the assistance of the officers, the whole affaii was again, explained; which
they seemed to comprehend, and appeared to êntertain no fear of 'going below
as usual when asked. We were 'quite aware of their inability to control
individuals, but they have to a certain degree a good deal of: sway, ànid recom-
mended us to make presents to all the people who lived in the same house as the
deceased, and cautioned us not to stray away froin the neighbourhood of the
ship, as the feeling of a great many of theni was uncertain. On their leaving
they were made presents, and desired to bring the house party to the ship at the
expiration of five days, the time they strictly confine themselves to the house,
and I believe are seldom intruded upon. They arrived at the ship in due time,
numbering as niany as ten, accompanied by the chiefs. The widow was young,
and seemed in unaffected grief, which the large presents she received did not
dissipate; but time and a continual course of kindness on our parts brought her
to forget ber loss so far that she regretted to me, and i believe in sincerity, the
thoughts of the ship going away. Our intercourse from this time, as might be
expected, could not be conducted with the same satisfaction it lad previously
been, although no trouble or inconvenience w%,as spared to do away with their
unfavourable imprtssion. The views they entertained of the case very much
assisted a reconciliation, as they had no idea of any such thing as a general con-
trol existing amongst us; the act was set down as purely an individual one,
and the whole fault of it attributed to the man as an act of bis own, while they
seemed to consider the remainder not in any way concerned in it.

About fourteen days after the occurrence a large collection of people lad
assembled at Point Barrow to witness sone dancing festival previous to setting
out to the eastward.

A party fron Cape Smyth afterwards endeavoured to get up an united force to
attack the ship without being able to succeed. However, the chief and a good
many of the Point Barrow people wishing to make a merit for which to be
rewarded, of their not joining our enemies, i was obliged to tell them I should
be very sorry if the people came down with bows to the ship again, but if they
did, a good many would be killed. This appears to have put an end to it, as
we were next told of the departure of the hostile party, and vere not troubled
with any more reports of that description.

We now watched with sone anxiety the preparations for the departure of the
natives, as as the time ivas approaching for the departure of our boats for Cape
Lisburne, and their transit over the ice could not be effected without sonie risk
of interruption until their nunbers became decreased, so that we were much
pleased to sec then in a. state of forwardness. On July 4th they commenced
leaving, and continued to follow for three successive days. Eacl party halted
to sleep near the ship to have an opportunity of begging from us till the last
moment, and as I had prepared some printed papers for them to distribute among
the eastern Esquimaux at Barter Island, they were treated with every indulgence;
and those entrusted with the printed papers received a present of tobacco, some
buttons, prepared in England, bearing information concerning the Arctie search,
and sone other small trifles to keep then remninded of their charge, which they
faithfully prormised to pass on. I redeened a long-nmade promise tO the chief,
giving him sone gunpowder. t think it had a good effect, by showing we had
no fear of them; and I was fully e ware lhe lnd a sufdicient quantity for nischiev-
ous purposes, as his gun, when in our possession, was fbund well loaded with
ball-cartridge.

I accompanied one party a short distance on their journey to see if I could
gain any uselul hints for our own boats. The "oo-ni-aks" were secured on
small sledges, and seerned to be easily drawn by three people. The principal
part of their barter, kývhale-blubber and seal-ol,) w'as carried on smîall truck-
sledges, drawn by the women and dogs, the men seeming to confine tiemiiselves
to the charge of the boats; but at lanes of vater and different passes they mutu-
ally assist each other. The rate of travelling vhilst moving was expeditious, but
they made frequent halts to smoke, and befire I left then, although near their
place of encampment, they ate a hearty neal.

Between the 4th and 7th of July, as nany as twenty. seven to thirty " oo-mi-
ak<s," accompanied by 150 people, passed to the eastward, much to our satisfac-
tion, as it left us with comparatively few tA trouble us in our preparations for
sending away the bouts.



On -thei 7th, I made an excursion across the bay to obierve the state of -the
sea-ice, and walked two miles to the westward in -the offing without being able
to 'et a glimpse of open waterjin any direction fron the highest hummock.
This made me fora' the idea of faking the boats over the ice to the southward
until we fell in with it.

On the morning of the 9th I left the slip with the gig and whale-boat
intended for, Cape Lisburne. They were placed on two strong sledges drawn
by their own crews and officers, Lieutenant Vernon and Mr. Gordon (mate),
assisted by an auxiliary party of ten, including myself and the carpenter,
making up twenty in all. Thirty-four days' provisions for the boats' crews,
clothing, ammunition, &c. was carried on two native sledges drawn by dogs,
a third conveying provisions for the auxiliary party. Parts of the transit over
the ice was attended with difficulty, and the whole was very laborious, requiring
the utmost strength of all the parties, assisted at tines by natives, and for two
day s by a strong and favourable breeze, enabling us to make sail on the boats,
which lightened the labour very much. Travelling to, the southward for three
days the open water appeared within two miles of the beach at what seemed
a most eligible place for launching the boats. I walked, accompanied by
Lieutenant Vernon, to the open water, but the hummocks intervening seemed
to offer too great an obstacle to the transit; however on the following morning,
July 12th, as the weather was favourable I decided to attempt it, and suc-
ceeded in launching the boats safely at noon. They soon after shoved off with
a favourable breeze, which they held for eight hours only.

On the I5th, whilst calculating on the progress they might have made, a
party of people were observed coning down at 8 o'clock in the evening, tracking
an "oo-ini-ak," and on making out some of our people anongst thein our
astoishnent was so great we could hardly believe or eyes. I went without
loss of time to meet them, not in a very agreeable state of mind; but when I
counted the full nuiber of the party I was comparatively easy. It appears
that on the night of the 13th, finding the ice closing on thein they. managed to
get the boats on to the floc, and fancied theinselves safe although drifting to
the northward. The ice continued to press in towards the land, crushing the
floe and piling it up to nearly twenty feet in height, and at length the floe gave
way beneath them, and the gig was partly filled with pieces and could not be
withdrawn further towards the land. The vhaler, a lighter boat, was also
stove, and as she could not be brought further the whole party were obliged to
niake the best of their way to the shore before the ice should ease off, as it
seenied inclined to do, and leave theni on detached pieces. Fortunately the
danger, so imminent, was of that slow but overwhelming nature that they lad
time to provide themselves with three days' preserved meats, and their arms and
amnmunition, with which they were enabled to reach the slip. I have forwarded
Lieutenant Vernon's journal, which will show their Lordships how that officer
and bis companion, Mr. Gordon, acquitted themselves on the occasion ; and I
have much satisfaction in imentioning the high ternis in which lie spoke of the
conduct of the crews, not a nan of whom expressed his opinion until they had
decided on deserting the boats, when fron their nanner he concludes they
thouglit it high tiine, and he further describes them as obedient, cool, and
intrepid fron the commencement of the danger until their return on board.
The loss of the ship's boats was a heavy nisfortuie, but when it was considered
the whole party had found their way safely to the ship, we were too much
rejoiced to give a look of regret after the boats, which could not have been
saved.

Two days after the return of the boat party I had serious thoughts of
despatching another in a native " oo-mi-ak," to keep our appointment at Cale
Lisbtirne; but on weighing the matter maturely, I gave up the idea as by no
means in our power could it reach the rendezvous by the appointed time ; and
as the slip would be obliged to wait for the return of the party, the delay would
render it impossible to regain this place as a winter station, in the event of its
being so ordered. With these considerations, and a present prospect of an early
release, I thought it better nlot to divide our small force at a tine when the
services of every one -would be required to extricate the ship, and to take the
earliest opportunity of going to the south in order to recruit the health of the.
ship's company.

As early as July 25th we were enabled to swing the ship for local attraction,
Z 4



and the ice having cleared away for a considerable space in our neighbourbood,
we moved into the fairway to be ready for the first opening in the offing.

The natives brought us a report this morning that our deserted boats hadbeen
seen drifted near the shore at the Sea Horse Islands, and their contents made a
prize of by a small party, who succeeded in bringing the gig to the land. On
our passage down, beating close along shore, soine natives brought the shell of
the boat off, exchanging her readily for a native " oo-mi-ak" we had provided our-
selves with in the mean time.

In watching the dissolution of the bay ice, we lad flattered ourselves this
season was fourteen days before the last, which it really was in the thinness of
the ice; but from the absence of strong winds it remained stationary, at a time
when the sea was open the preceding year. Every day, at this period (the end
of July) seemed to effect a marked change in the ice, and ou the 30th a
perceptible motion to the northward was observed in some of the hcavy
hummocks in the ofling, and a lane of water suflicient for the ship was found
by Iir. Huil (second master) vhon I sent to observe the state of the ice to
seaward.

In consequence of this report I set out in a boat on the following day to trace
its extent, preparatory to moving the ship, and to sound along shore to find how
close we could approach in case of necessity. Every thing seened favourable
to our purpose, and 1 fully expected to return in the evening and get under
weigh, but on approaching Cape Snyth I lad the mortification to find the lane of
water terminate so close with the shore, that a native " oo-mi-ak " could not have
passed. This was one of the disappointmnents of ice navigation which teaches
one patience, and requires to bc borne with, in addition to others we are liable
to, even under favourable circumistances.

Froin the lst to the 6th of August an officer was sent each day to Cape
Snyth to bring the earliest intelligence of any change in our favour, but each
day brougt the sane unwelcome report, that the ice was still close with the
shore and n1o open water to be scen. It seens a strange complaint iii these
latitudes, but the fineness of the present season vas the cause of our detention.
During the month of July the wind was registered one day froin five to six
in forcre; for four days four ; and the remaining twenty-six barely averaged two,
provong the extreme of fine weather to be a greater obstacle iii moving niasses
of ice than the reverse state of it.

On the 7th, a fresh breeze fron the eastward gave me sone lopes of a
change in our favour ; and on visiting Cape Smyth I observed a narrow lane of
water extending as far as the eye couild reach to the southward. On getting
on board at S P.M., we left our anchorage, vhere we had found shelter for eleven
months and four days, seven days later in the season than Captainî Parry lad
been enabled to leave Melville Island. We carried a favourable breeze for eight
hours, and had mîade considerable progress, when the wind shifted to S.W., with
thiek wcather and heavy rain, which made it diflicult to avoid coming iii contact
with the ice from the narrowness of the channel we had to beat in. A continua-
tion of thick weather and liglt contrary winds on the following day prevented
our naking any progress ; aid in the afternoon, finding wC were losing ground,
I made fast to a large floe-piece, when we found the drift to be one mile an hour,
east, being very nearly in the opposite direction to our course. After a few
hours we were eiabled to cast off, on a light wind springing up fron the north-
vard, and run along shore to the S.W. ; but the ice had becoie gradually closer

during the few hours of westerly winds, and we had much difficulty in picking
our way during the night as a thick fog prevailed. On the following inorninig,
August 9th, the outer edge of the land floe in the depth of Peard Bay was found
to extend unbroken fron the land to a distance of nine miles, and the ice outside
seened too close to offer us a passage in the desired direction ; but as the vind
was fresh and favourable, the ship was forced into open water by 10 a.M., having
sustained sone severe but unavoidable slocks in doing so. I was now anxious
to keep close in with the land, in order to stop any boats that iniglit be naking
their way to Point Barrow in consequence of our failing to reach Cape Lisburne;
and at 2 r.u., in passing the Sea Horse Islands, wc got into three fathoms in
endeavouring to close the shore lor the purpose of sending a boat to put up a
mark, which wc wcre not able to accomnplish, as tic w'ind was found to blow
rather on shore, and was too strong to admit of the slip lying off and on with
safety, I accordingly bore up to run for Cape Lisburne, and onrthe following
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'day, August -1Oth, at 11 A.M., coimniéated with Hei Majesty's Ship " Amphi-
trite," Captain Frederick, from whom I received their Lordships'orders directing
me to remain at Point Barrow, but the health of the crew would have prevented
my doing so had I received the order previous to leaving; and as there seemed
no difficulty in returning during the present season, I repaired in cornpai 'y' with
the , Amphitrite" to Port Clarence, to await the arrival of the " Rattle,!iake,"
,and to obtain the changes found necessary in the crew, with an increased supply
of provisions and fuel for another year.

Our return seemed the more necessary as their Lordships' instructions direct
provisions to be left in the neighbourhood of Point Barrow, which I had not done,
considering at the time I left it was probable I should return. A reference to
Sir E. Belcher's instructions relative to the north coast seemed also to make it
desirable that the " Plover" should return to the station she was known to
occupy by that officer in the event of any of bis parties advancing with the
certain hope of succour at Point Barrow.

ROCHFORT MAGUIRiE, Commander.

Port Clarence, 21st August 1853. Her Majesty's Ship " Plover."

No. 2.

Gig.
Lieutenant C. E. H. Vernon, George Stocker coxswain, Edward Sutton, John

Bright, John Magra.
Whaler.

Mr. G. T. Gordon acting mate, Alexander Kerr coxswain, Robert i'Farl9ne,
Walter Daw, Edward Clarke.
AT oon, after returning three hearty cheers given by Captain Maguire and Tuestia, 1201 Juy,

party, we started from the edge of the ice with every prospect of a successful 8

cruise to the southwards, there being no ice to scaward, with the exception of
a few small pieces, we followed along the edge of the land-floe under oars and sail,
with a light breeze from E.S.E. making a S.W. course for about 30 miles. In
the evenm g the wind fell light and variable, then veered to S.W. with showers Br. 29.82.

of rain. By 10 i.m. we had apparently reached the extreme of the open water,
where the main pack was close in with the land-floc; but we continued to pull,
taking every opportunity of getting the boats through any lunes that opened to
the southward and eastward. At midnight seeing no passage, and the men
being much fatigued, stopped to give them somne rest.

2.30 A.M. observed the ice in motion setting north, about two knots an hour,
took advantage of some lanes to the S.S.E. and made but little progress, havine W85!;- "ar. C9.25?.
to haul the boats up occasionally to avoid being nipped: continued till noon,
when the main pack setting in shore, broke up the land-floe into small pieces
which were whirling round and packing up in all directions around the bouts.
By using our utmost exertions, we succeeded in hauling the boats up on a heavy
floe which vas driving ii; not, however, before the whaler had recived consid-
erable damage, (one plank being split fore and aft, and several bolts started,)
and the gig slightly so, (some bolts having started and several nails.) We now
thought ourselves secure, and at 2 r.ui. dined. Fuel all expended, extrernes of
land N.N.E. and S.E., nothing was to be seen now but closely packed ice; at
this tirne the weather was fine, but every appearance of a strong breeze from the Bar, 29.80.

southward. The land-floe unable to resist the pressure gave way, the fragments
piling up to the height of fifteen feet, within a few yards of the boats; after
some tirne the floc on which we were cracked across in several places, at 9 P.M.
the pieces separating, and driftiig to the northward at the rate of two or three
knots an hour, left for us but one course to pursue, which w'as to abandon the
boats, and it vas only to ensure the safety of the lives of the party under my
command that I could prevail on myself to take this step; each man taking his
arms, ammunition, and thrce days' supply of biscuit, preserved meat, and spir-
its, prepared to Icave. At 9.30 e.. clcared and launched the wnhaler into a
small pool of water which had opencd: through this we forccd our way to a small
detached field of ice; hauled lier over that and crossed to the land-floe. We
walked towards the land in an I.S.E. direction, uncertain whether the lines of

A a



1'

186

Bar. 29.75.

Thursday, 4th 1859.

hummccks might conceal any channels which would cut off our retreat to the
shore; this, however, we found was not the case,-wind from the southward with
mist.

12.30 r.M., arrived at the main land in Peard Bay, where the cliffs were high,
and a small creek running in to the southward of them. The distance of the
place where we had abandoned the boats could not have been less than six miles,
as we had walked very fast. Thanked God for a safe deliverance from the
dangers to which we had been exposed, and proceeded on our journey to the
ship, at 3 A.M. Al feeling tired, lit a fire and lay down till 9, sleeping but
little ; then had breakfast and started ; passed two inlets, in the first there was
a good deal of driftwood, bearing off point of land N.W. 9.30., arrived at a
river called by the natives "Shin rau," where there were six native tents ; hired
a sledge and four dogs, and accompanied by two natives, we continued on our
road, passing several encampments. 11 P.m., passed the inlet where a post had
been erected by the " Nancy Dawson " (Mr. Shedder); on it were the words
" Nancy Dawson: 25 feet south." There were several huts at this place, the native
naie " Igh-lu-i "; they appeared to be well supplied with food, as we could see
fifteen seal laying on the beach, and a great number of skins stretched out to
dry. Walked on till 6 A.M., when we stopped at a native hut, and had a good
sleep till 10h. 30m., the occupants leaving to make room for us, and carning
tobacco by drying our mocassins, &c.; packed the sledge and proceeded,
taking something to eat before arriving at Cape Smyth, and at 1 P.M. passed the
village-nutives very quiet. We overtook some " Noowook " natives, who
were living at " Pergnack," who offered to take us to the ship in a baidar. On
our arrival at that place at 4.30 P.M., some of the natives of Cape Smyth were
inclined to be troublesome and wished no assistance to be given us, besides I
heard them talking about knives; on uncovering the sledge they saw our arms,
and became very civil, offering us another boat. Hired the boat belonging to our
Noowook friends, and tracked up to the ship, arriving at 8 r.u..; all regretting the
loss of the boats so invaluable to us, at the same time delighted that no lives
had been lost.

I feel bound to mention in ternis of the highest praise, the assistance rendered
to me by Mr. Gordon, and of the good conduct and willingness displayed
throughout, by ail the mn.

C. E. H. VERNON, Lieutenant
of H. M. S. " Plover."

SECRETARY OF TnE ADMIRALTY to Commander ROCIIFORT MAGUIRE.

.Sir, 16th January, 1854.
I HAVE received. and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Adniralty

your letter of the 21st August last, with the accompanying narrative of your
wintering at Point Barrow, and I am to acquaint you that my Lords consider
throughout your proccedings, and in your conduct towards the natives of that
coast, you have shown a decision and forbearance alike creditable to yourself
and the officers, seamen, and marines under your orders.

I an, &c.

Con1ander Maguire, (Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON.

H.M. Discovery Ship " Plover,"
Point Barrow.
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Sxic tc by IL. .Corrnici, MYN.

Cape Spencer, bearing W.N.W., distant Two Miles.

xlv.

Dr. M'Cormick's Boat Expedition up the Wellington Channel, 1852.

NARRATIVE of a BOAT and SLEDoE EXPEDITION up Wellington Channel and
round Baring Bay, in search of Sir John Franklin and the crews uf the
discovery ships " Erebus " and " Terror."

On Thursday, 19th August 1852, at 11 A.., I succeeded in embarking upon
my long-sought and long-cherished enterprise, in a whale boat equipped for a
month, and manned by half a dozen volunteers from Her Majesty's ship
"North Star," lying off Beechey Island.

Althougli, it could not be otherwise than a source of the deepest regret to
me, that the short season for boating operations in these regions was now fast
drawing to a close, and with it the more sanguine hopes I had entertained of
accomplishing the extended exploration I had contemplated ere the long polar
night set in, yet, even in this, the cleventh hour, I was not without a hope of at
least setting at rest one question relative to the search, viz., as to the existence of
any available communication between Baring Bay and Jones Sound, either by
means of an opening or narrow isthmus of land, in the direction of the position
laid down in the Admiralty chart, as the spot vhere a cairn, cooking place, and
footprints, are said to have been visited by a whaler; and have been thought
by some, most deeply interested in the fate of our lost countrymen, to have
been traces of their wanderings.

This object I fully determined to accomplish, if possible, either by sea or
land, even should the formation of " young ice " (so much to be apprehended
at this advanced period of the season,) form such an inpediment as to leave
me no other alternative thian to abandon my boat, and make my way back to
the ship by an overland journey.

At the very moment I was about taking ny departure, a sail hove in sight,
coming round Cape Riley, which proved to be no less interesting an arrival
than Lady Franklin's own little brigantine, the " Prince Albert," on her return
fron Batty Bay, in Prince Regent's Inlet, where she lad wintered, without
finding any traces of the missing expedition. I met her commander, Kennedy,
and Monsieur Bellôt, on the floc as they landed, but so anxious was I to make
the most of every moment of the brief renmant of the scason still remainini,
that I iad littie tiie to inquire vhat they had accomplished.

After despatching a few hastily written lines home by them, I struck across

* Al the bearings are imagnetic.
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the ice for the floe edge, where my boat was awaiting me; and hoisting the sail
with a strong breeze from the S.W., ran alongside of the " Prince Albert,"
standing off and on between Cape R1iley and Beechey Island. Hepburn, the
faithful follower and companion of the gallant Franklin in his ever-niemorable
journey along the shores of the Polar Sea, was on board this little vessel. I
had not seen him since our first meeting in Tasmania, on my arrival there,-
in the very same "Erebus " of which I am now in search,-whilst engaged in
the Antarctio Expedition, at the time Sir John Firanklin was governor of the
colony, In passing so close I could not resist the impulse to jump on board,
and congratulate this spirited old veteran with a hcarty shake of the hand on
his safe return, thus far, from so arduous an undertaking in search of his old
commander.

A sudden change in the weather having taken place yesterday, accompanied
by a heavy fall of snow, covering all the hills with one uniform mantle of white,
too plainly heralding the setting in of winter, rendered my visit a very brief
one; and shoving off again, we rounded Beechey Island in a snowstormn, and
were compelled to lower the sail and pull through some loose stream ice,
(coning out of the Wellington Channel,) to Cape Spencer, where we had our
dinner of cold bacon and biscuit, at 2 P.?n.

On doubling Innes Point, we fell in with a large quantity of drift ice, setting
with the strong current, which runs here fron the N.W. rapidly down channel,
and apparently extending across to the opposite shore of Cornwallis Land, lcaving
a narrow passage of open water along the North Devon side, whiclh I availed
myself of, pushing onwards between the ice and the land. The shingle beach,
between Innes and Lovell Points, is margined by a low glacial formation, givmg
the latter point a white berg-like ternination.

At 6 P.M. I landed to examine a remarkable conical hcap of shingle, not
unlike a cairn, as it peered above the snow. It seemed to have becn thrown up
at the outlet of a water-course to the sea, the bed of which was now dry; but
the cleft in the ridge of rocks through which it passed was roofed over with
ice and snow, forming a cavern beneath.

On entering, a beautiful grotto disclosed itself, the floor glittering with
countless globular masses of frozen drops of water, and the roof w%ith pendant
icicles clear as rock crystal. The interior of the cave, which extended to a
greater distance than I had leisure to follow it up, was so encrusted over with
these aqucous stalactites and stalagmites, that the whole surface sparkled
through the faint gleain of light adimitted, as brilliantly as if studded with
huge diamionds.

Tlie weather suddenly cleared up fine, but the wind shifting round to N.N.W.
dead against us, henmed us in between the ice and the land, within a bight,
Icaving open water in nid-channel, from which we were eut off by a belt of
heavy floc-pieces, margined by inucl sludge, and about half a mile in breadth.
Our further progress being thus arrested, we landed at 7 i.uN. to take our tea, in
the ho pe that by the time that we had finished this refreshing repast, a passage
night have opened out for us. At 8 P.M., however, the ice was jamminîg us inîto
the curve in the coast closer than ever. I therefore deternined on niaking an
attempt to force the boat through it, by poling ber along with the oars and
boardîng pikes. In this way we succeeded i gctting about half way through,
wlhen the swell increased so much as we neared the inargin, and the heavy
pressure to which the boat was subjected between the larger floe-picces became
so great, that we had to haul her up on the ice, after taking cverything out of
lier, to preserve her fron being stove in. We thcn endcavoured to drag lier
over the larger picces, with the intention of enbarking the provisions and other
things, as soon as she was launched into the loose sludge outside. Whilst thus
laboriously cnployed, the making of the flood tide augnented the swell and
commotion anongst the floc-pieces so nuch, pressing thei together with such
violence, that one of the largest and thickest pieces on which we lad deposited
our provisions, suddenly parted in the centre, threatening destruction to every-
thing upon it.

In this critical position I was reluctantly compelled to relinquish the attempt
for the present, and after landing everything iii safety by means of the sledge,
we dragged the boat over the floe-picces and landed lier upon the beach. It was
midnight befbre we pitceld the tent for the niglt on a ridge of shingle, after
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four hours of unceasing, most harassing, and dangerous work, which fairly put to
the test the capabilities of every one of my small party, and fully satisfied me that
I could not have selected a fmner boat's crew for a perilous service, had I had the
whole Arctic squadron to have picked them from. After supper, having set a
watch for the night as a precaution against a surprise frorn the bears, whose
tracks were rather numerous upon the snow on the beach, the buffalo robes
were spread, and all turned into their felt-bags to enjoy that sound and refresh-
ing sleep, which seldom fails to attend on the wearied and toilworn, however
liard may be the couch or inclement the clime.

Friday 20th, the spot on which we encamped last night is a little to the north.
ward of Lovell Point, all around a snowy waste, save and except the narrow
shingle ridge on which the tent stood, and that was bare. The northern sky,
looked black and threatening, not that peculiar dark horizon indicating the
presence of open water, and hence technically called a water-sky, but the
lurid appearance preceding bad veather; the thermometer during the day rose
no higher than 31° Fahrenheit. We saw four large fl'cks of geese all flying at
a considerable lieight in their usual angtilar-shaped phalanx, shaping their course
for the south, a sure sign of vinter's near approach. Saw also many dovekies
and kittiwakes, and two scals.

On energing fron our felt-bags this morning at six o'clock, in which, chry-
salis-like, we had becn incased during the night, and quitting the confines
of the tent, wc found that but little change had taken place in the scene around us:
both ice and weather bore much the saine aspect. On the outer edge of the ice
a heavy surf was still breaking, and large floe-pieces had been stranded on the
beach by the hcavy pressure in the night. The atmosphere looked gloomy,
over-cast, and threatening; the thernoieter had fallen below 29°, and young ice
foried to the thickness of an inch. After our breakfast of cold bacon and
biscuit with chocolate, I took a rougli sketch of the encampment, and walked
for about a mile along the beach to the northward, in search of a more promising
part in the belt of ice for embarkation, but found none, even so practicable for
the purpose as the place of our encampnent.
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Cape Bowden, from the sunimit of Capo M'Bain, W.N.W. Iagnetic.)

On my return, therefore, the boat was once more launched upon the floe-
picces, which, fromn the wind drawing round more to the westward, had been
packed closer together in shore; and at 10 A.M., by dint of great exertion, we at
last succeeded in gaining the outer margin; but it was noon before everything
was got into the boat, having to makc three sledge-trips from the shore with
the provisions and other things. We now launched her into the sludgy surf,
where, from lier being so deep in the water, although with only a month's provi-
sions on board, and this she could barely stow, lier situation was for a few minutes
a very critical one, fromn the risk of bcing swamped, till by a few lusty strokes of
the oars, we were swept fairly out of this vortex of sludge and water into the
open channel, and made sail with a fresh brecze for Cape Bowden, going at the
rate of about five knots an hour.

Iii doubling Cape Bowden, we had to make a considerable detour to avoid a
long stream of ice extending from it to the distance of several miles; and in
rumnng through the heavy swell and slidge which skirted it, carried away our
rudder, through one of the pintles giving way, which, on examination, was foundi
to have been defective, and the rudder altogether badly fitted. In short, the
boat was an old one, which lad been knocked about in the late expeditions, and
not well adapted for such an enterprise as this. This accident, together with a
freshening breeze accompanied by thick weather, snow, and sleet, compelled
us to lower the sail, at 5 P.M. I now looked out for a spot .o beach the
boat, under Cape Bowden, a perpendicular cliff, rising to the height of upwards
of five hundred feet above the level of the sea ; but the extrencly narrow strip
of shingle beach at its base was so thickly studded with stranded humnocks
and berg-pieces of ice, on which a hcavy surf was breaking, as to render it alike
impracticable either to haul up the boat or flmd rooni to pitch the tent
afterwards.

On the north side of Cape Bowden we opened a pretty little bay, of scmnicir-
cular form, most symnctrically so, about a mile in breadthi at its entrance, and
nmuch about the saine in depth; bounded on the north by a low, narrow penin-
sula, suddenly rising into, and terminating in a tabular-topped cape, about two
hundred feet in height, separating it fromn Griffin Bay. We pulled all round the
little bay with the intention of encamping there for the niglit, but found the
beach everywhere so hemmed in with a fringe of grounde d bumnocks of ice
lashed by the surf, that not a single opening offered, even for running the boat's
bow' in betwecn thern. A flock of geese, a number of gulls, and several ravens,
vhich we had disturbed in their solitary retreat, took wing on our approach.

I gave it the nanie of Clark Bay; and the headland bounding it to the north,
I called Cape M'Bain, after two esteemed friends ; the former, being one of the
few remaining survivors i'ho shared in the glorious bottle of Trafalgar, and the
latter, an old voyager to these regions.

On rounding Cape M'Bain into Griffin Bay, the wcather becamne so thick as
nearly to conceal the land, and wc lad some difficulty in finding a spot where
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the boat could be beached. After coasting the south side of the bay for nearly
a mile within the Cape, we at last succeeded in hauling lier up into a little nook
between the grounded hummocks with which the whole line of coast was thickly
strewed. At 6.15 P.m. we pitched the tent for the nig lit, between two small
shingle ridges, lighted a fire, and had tea, with some cold bacon and biscuit.

Griffin Bay presented a most wild-looking scene of desolation; the surround-

ing hills were all coveredwith snow; liuge masses of old ice which had been stranded
by some enormous pressure, lay thickly strewed along its shores, in places piled

in chaotic confusion; and the upper part of the bay vas full of loose ice, the
winter's floe having very recently broken up. The streams of ice -which we met
with on our way up channel doubtless came out of this and the adjacent bays.

When about turning into my felt-bag for the night, I found it saturated
with water, and preferred taking my rest on the buffalo robe, without any other
covering than what the tent afforded, h aving a black tarpaulin bag containing
my change of clothes (all thoroughly drenched by the seas the boat shipped
over ber bows) for my pillow.

Saturday 21st.-Rose at 5 breakfasted, and started at six o'clock for the
summit of Cape M'Bain, on which I found a cairn, containing a small gutta
percha case, enclosing a circular printed in red ink on yellow tinted paper, dated
Tuesday, May 13th 1851, and stating that a searching party from the "Lady
Franklin" and " Sophia" brigs had left, for eme, gencies, on the north point of the
bay, a caché of sixty paunds of bread and forty pounds of pemmican. From
the spot on which the cairn stands, I took sketches of Capes Bowden and
Griinell, and descended on the south side into Clark Bay, and whilst examining
its shores, I saw an Arctic gull and three fine large white hares (Lepus glacialis),
which, however, were far too shy and wary to allow me to approach within
ball range of them: both barrels of my gun being loaded with ball, I discharged
one after them, which sent them running off at a tremendous rate.

Returning to our encampment, -we struck the tent, and after re-embarking
everything, made sail witli a fair wind from the westward at 9.15 A.M., but still

the same overcast and gloomy aspect of the sky. After we had procccded for

some distance, I discovered that a fine musk ox (Ovibos moschatus) skull and

horns, (evidently a bidl's from the bases of the horns meeting over the forehead,)
found by two of the 50oat's crew, on onc of the ridges above the bay, in a ramble

they took last night,--had been left behind on the beach. This was much to be
regretted, as the specimen furnished pretty decisive evidence that these animals

must once have existed here, and the probability is, that they do so still. It

bore evident marks of long exposure to the weather, b½ached white, porous,
and time-worn.

Standing over for Cape Grinnell, we encountered another heavy stream of

ice, which crossed our course as it drifted rapidly out of Griffin Bay, cutting us
off from the shore, and we had to get out the oars and pull round it. Our

rudder, which we had made an attempt at repairing, again gave way. We
passed a shoal of white whales (Beluga borcalis), and saw the cairn on the point
where the depôt of provisions was left. After taking a sketch of the latter,
I landed about noon upon a narrow shingle beach, on wiich we lighted a fire and

cooked a warm mess, made of preserved mutton, soup and potatoes, for our dinner.
On walking up the ridge to the cairn, through a hcavy fall of snow, we found the

rovisions gone; and as there werc recent foot-prints up the side of the ridge
eading to it, where the melting of the snow had left the soil suficiently soft
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Cape Daniell, bearing N.W.

and plastic to take impressions, I came to the conclusion that the "Assistance"
and " Pioneer " had taken them on their way up channel. Returning to the
boat, we shoved off at 3 P.M., the sun glancing forth a momentary ray through
the surrounding murky atmosphere, as we receded from the shore. On rounding
the cairn point, wc opened another small semicircular bay, strikingly resem-
bling Clark Bay both in size and form ; and to which I gave the name of
M'Clintock, after my friend, the distinguished Polar traveller; now commander
of ler Majesty's ship " Intrepid."

The coast, along which we had now to pull against a fresh northerly breeze,
presented a very bold and striking aspect. Bluff headlands, rising precipitously
from the water's edge to the height of six hundred feet and upwards, and
skirted at the base by a narrov belt of shingly beach, profusely studded with
stranded hummocks of ice. From the steep fronts of these magnificent cliffs of
the mountain limestone projected three or more horizontal tiers of buttresses in
strong relicf, the effect of which was much heightened by the tiers being bare
of snow, and black--so contrasted with their white sides as to give them the
appearance of some frowning and impregnable fortress, or imposing battery
presented by the broadside of a stately three-decker. Between two of these
remarkable headlands, another very syminetrical bay opeied out, bounded on
the north by a wild, romantic-looking cape, towermg upwards with smooth
and swelling sides to icar its summit, and then abruptly breaking up into
angular-shaped rocky fragments, forming a rugged, picturesque-lookimg crest,
seven or eight hundred feet above the level of the sea. To this pretty bay
I gave the naine of Emery, after an old and much valued friend; and to the
south lieadland Cape Daniell, after another esteemed friend; both of whom
have their names already enrolled in the annals of African discovery. I saw the
tracks of bears and foxes upon the snow along the beach.

Cornwallis Land, forming the opposite shore of Wellington Channel, piebald
with snow, looned dark and wildly through the mist, at the distance of between
twenty and thirty miles, yet I cou'ld distmnctly iake out the point foriming its
north-eastern extremity. Passed several white whales, a seal or two, and several
large flocks of geese, the whole iigrating to the south, a few dovekies ( Uria
grylle), fulinar petrel (Procellaria glacialis), glaucous and kittiwake gulis.

At 6 P.Ni., observing a cairn on a low ridge of shingle, I ran the boat in
between the grouided hummocks of ice on the point. Landed and found a tin
cylinder containing a notice that the " Assistance " and " Pioncer " had passed on
Sunday morning last at 10 o'clock, bound to Baillie Hamilton Island-" ail
well."

From this we had a very prolonged and fatiguing pull along a most dreary
Une of coast, closely packed with grounded hummocks, The breeze incrcased
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to a fresh gale, accompanied by sleet and snow; the thermometer 280; air coldand pinching, and the whole of the land more deeply covered with snow thanany that we had yet passed. The horizon to the north looked black andthreatening, and a faint phikish streak of light seemed to give an additionalair of wildness to its aspect. The night, too, was fast closing in, with noprospect before us of the smallest nook where we could haul up the boat insafcty tili the morning. A long way ahead of us three bold capes apjearedin the distance; the nearest, a renarkably black-looking one, prominently juttingout froin the snow-clad ridges flanking it on either side. Aground off it wasalarge mass of ice of fantastic shape, rising fron the sea by a narrow neck andthon expanding out into the forin of an urn, appearing as if filled with -whitefoam rising above the brini i a coivex form. A long stream of ice was seenextending out from the Black Cape, which led me to ho e that we should finda bay on the other side of it out of which the ice had drifted, and a place ofrefuge for the night, for mny boat's crew were fairly worn out by pulling for somany hours against a hcad-sea and strong current, (running bere, at times, fiveor six knots an hour) and exposed to such inclement weather.In passing a low shuigle ridge, before we reached the black headland, a cairnupon it caught iy eye through the dark gloom in which it vas enveloped, andalthougi an ice-girt lee shore upon which a heavy surf was setting, I felt that itvas my duty to attempt a lanilng to examine it. The boat's head was there-fore at once directed for the shore, and run in between two hcavy groundedmasses of ice, leaving just room enougi for her bows to enter; the ridge ofshingle was too steep to haul her up, or I should gladly have encamped therefor the night, unfavourable as was the spot for pitching our tent. We had towalk along the ridge over snow, in some places very deep, before we reachedthe cairn, and, to our great disappointment, after pulling it down and carefullyexaniing the ground bencath and around it, found no record whatever. Itwas a small pile of rocks resembling a surveying mark, but when and by whonerected no clue was left upon which to fori a conjecture. We saw here recenttracks of bears and foxes on the snow. Returning to our boat, after somedifficulty in enbarking in the swell, the crew, to whom [ had given a littlebrandy each, pulled under its temporary influence with renewed vigour for theBlack Cape.
That iarbinger of the storn, the stormy petrel or Mother Carey's chicken(Procellaria pelagica), the first I have secen during this voyage to the Arcticregions, flew past the boat, and I fired at it but missed it, the boat rolling at the
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Pim Point, S.W. Bay of Refuge. Cape King, S.W. by W

moment too hcavily in the swell for taking anything like an aim. We at last
rounded the urn of ice and pulled through the stream, passing between and very
close to several iige hard-washed blue masses of ice aground, on w'hich a
foaming surf was breaking, and the boat pitched and rolled so much in the
ground swell as to ship a good deil of water, compelling us to bail her out.

On rounlding the black hcadland we entered, as I had anticipated, a fiue bay,
between threc and four miles deep ; but after pulling for some distance along its
wild-looking inaccessible southern shore without finding a nook where we could
hope to get tie boat's head in, being a lee shore, ice-girt, on wbich a dangerous
surf vas breaking, we had to pull across to the opposite side, a distance of two
miles, the shore of which appeared in the form of low shingle ridges, giving
promise of a beach on which we iglht haul up the boat in safety, as well as a
dry ridge, frece from snow, for pitchng the tent. At first we rowed over a very
sHallow bottom, upon which the pebblcs were distinctly secen, in a heavy ground-
swcll, but as wc neared the north side got into deeper water. It vas half an
hour past miduigit wlhcn we at last succeeded in lauling up the boat on the
beach betwecn soie berg-pieces, which had been forced up by some vast
pressure above the ordinary high-water mark.

Whilst soie of the crew were employed in getting the things out of the boat,
and securing her for the niglit, and others pitching the tent on the shingle-
ridge above the beach, which on landing I had selected for the site, the cook
for the day lighted the fire, and prepared supper. I strolled vith my gun along
hie ridge round the north point, wlierc huge berg-piecces 'were piled up ome upon
another in chaotic confusion to the height of from twenty to thirty feet by Soime
tremiendous pressure, occasioned, doubtless, by high spring-tides and hcavy
north-westerly gales.

The strong breeze we had been pulling against, had now increased to a hard
gale of wind from tie saine quarter, accompanied by an overwhehlliiiig snow
drift. Thernmomter 28°, and piercingly cold,--altogether a dismual night. So
thaut we lad cncanped none too soon, for our frail boat could not possibly have
l ived in the sea that was nov running outsidc. Therefore I called the inlet the
Bay of Refuge, the black ieadland I namued Cape King, and to the north
point I gave tie namriie of Pimn, after two enterprisrng Polar friends, both well
known for their enthusiasm in Aretic discovery, and their plans for the rescue of
our nmissing couitriman ,-in the searcli for w«hom, Lieutenant Pimi,like myself,
is elmbarked in the present expedition.

On mny return to the place of our encampmmcnt, I " spliced the main brace,"
talit is, served out extra rations, in the present instance, of' bacon and Burton
ale, to thie boat's crew foi' their supper, after their long day of toil and exposure.
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M'Cormick Bay.

(ÀN'aned by the Hydrographer of the Admiralty.)

It was 2.30 A.M. before we turned into our felt-bags for the night; mine was,
however, still wet, and I lay down on the buffalo rug as on the preceding night.

Sunday, 22d.-Having retired to rest late last night, or rather early this
morning, we did not rise until 10.30 A.M. It was still blowing a hard north-
westerly gale, with snow-drift and overcast thick weather; so bitingly cold
was the air within the tent, that sleeping, as I always do, at the weather
end, where the wind blows in under the canvas, my hands felt quite benumbed
throughout the night, fron their having been exposed, in the absence of my felt-
bag covering. I shaved for the first time since leaving the ship, and made my
toilet under the lee of the boat. After our customary breakfast of chocolate,
cold bacon, and biscuit, I took from my pocket a little prayer book, which had
been my companion years gone by to both the Poles, North and South, and
round the world, from hvich 1 read to my boat's crew part of the inorning
service, finishing with a short extemporary prayer, which suggested itself at
the moment, as best fitting the occasion.

At 12.30 I left the tent, accoipanied by three of my men, for the summit of
Rogier Head,--wliich i named after an old friend who had been engaged in
African discovery,-a bold craggy promontory, above five hundred feet in ieiglt,
overhanging the sea, and abuit thrce miles distant froin our encampment. Our
course lay over some siiow-elad ridges up a gradual ascent. At 1.45 r.M. we
reached the summit, from which a wide and wild scene of desolation met the
gaze; whichever way the eye was directed a grand and sublime spectacle
presented itself, to which the fury of the tempest lent an awful interest.

Beneath the precipitous face of the overhanging crag on which I was seated,
the surf was ftiriously lashing the narrow strip of black shingle beach at its base,
inargined by a belt of shallow water, the limits of vhich were well defined by a
turbid greenish appearance, contrasting strongly witli the dark, very dark, blue
colour of the water beyond. Along the edge of this zone of shoal water, countless
white whales were swimming dowin channel, literally speaking, in a continuous
stream. Aniongst them, here and there, one of a pie-bald colour; and sometimes
the back of a straggler or two appearing in the discoloured water itself; all,
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doubtless, migrating to less rigorous seas, whilst open water afforded then a
passage to the southward. Over head, a solitary kittiwake (Larws tridactylus)
hovered with uplifted wing, as it breasted the violent gusts of' wind that at
intervals swept past, driving along dense volumes of mist from the mysterious
north, which came rolling over the dark surface of the channel, on the opposite
side of which, the bleak and barren snow-streaked cliffs of Cornwallis Land
bounded the horizon to the westward, terminating in a black point forming its
north eastern extreinity, about the position of Cape De Haven, half concealed
in gloom and mist. To the north westward, Baillie Hamilton Island, loomied,
like a dark bank of clouds above the horizon: three or four glistening pateles
of white light, reflected upon the surface of the dark water through some hidden
aperture in the clouds, shone with the brightness of inolten siIlver, ainid the
surrounding lurid atniosphere; rendering, the whole scene altogether a fit
subject for the pencil of a Claude. We commenced our descent of the mountain
at 2.30 P.M., and having taken as carefil a survey of the vicinity of our encamp-
ment as the thick and unfavourable state of the weather would permit of,
reached the tent at 3.30 P.m., without finding any cairn or traces of any one
having landed here before us. Only the tracks of a bear and fox on the snow
were seen. This ml orning, on startmg, a small piece of drift wood was picked
up above the present high water mark ; and last night another musk ox skull
was found by some of the boat's crew. It was the skull of a cow, the horns
being small, and a space between their bases on the forciead, and not in such a
good state of preservation as the last. Tfhis gives me sanguine hopes that I
may yet fall in with the living animal itself, before the winter drives us back
to the ship. Discouraging as there is no denying our present prospects
certainly are, we must at all hazards solve the Barng Bay problem first. On
reaching the tent we found dinner all ready, and a warm mess of preserved
mutton very acceptable. A dismal nighe-thernometer 25°.

Monday 23d.-It blew in heavy squalls all last night. About 9 o'clock this
morning, however, a lull taking place, I resolved to make an attempt to reach
Baring Bay as soon so the sea should sufficiently go down for launching the
boat. After breakfast we crected a cairn on the low shingle ridge where the
tent stood, and deposited beneath it a tin cylinder containing a record of our
visit. The upper extremity of the bay was still covered with the smooth
winter's floc, which had not yet broken up.

MEMo.-A boat expedition from Her Majosty's ship " North Star," at Erebus
and Terror Bay, Beechey Island, in search of Sir John Franklin, encamped here,
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at 12.30 A.M. on Sunday, August 22d, during a gale of wind, and left for Baring
Bay on the following morning at 10.30.

No traces found.
R. M'Corrmic, Officer Commanding Party.

August 23rd 1852.

At 10.45 A.M., as we were about to start, I shot a sandpiper ( Tringa maritima)
on the beach. On rounding the outer point we found a considerable swell out-
side, with a strong breeze to pull against, passing Rogier Head, the headland
we ascended yesterday, and another adjoinmg promontory ; we had to contend
with a short head sea, in a deeply laden boat, with a damaged rudder almost
uscless, conpelling us at times to use a steer-oar in addition to keep lier head to
the sea, along as dreary and desolate a looking coast as I ever recollect having
seen in thcse regions. The land appeared like a vast wreath of deep snow
banked up a«ainst the horizon, its continuity broken only by deep gullies in
one or two pîces, with not the snallest bight or indentation along its ice-encum-
bered shores, on whici a hcavy surf was breaking, where a boat could fnd shelter
during a gale of wind.

After a most laborious pull of four hours we reached the steep and almost
perpendicular ridge of Cape Osborn, a bold headland of rounded form, white
with snow, exceptng where a dark blotch appeared just below its summit, formed
by the bare i-ock of the projecting buttresses. This cape may be considered the
northernmost bourdary of Wellngton Strait, which here expands out into the
broader Queen's Cliannel. At 1.45 i.u. we passed a very remarkable isolated
mass of rock, rising abruptly from the stcep face of this ridge about one third
from the sunmit.

It bore a striking resemîblance to the bust of a huian figure of burly form, iid
habited in a cloak and cap ; the horizontal layers of limestone rock, of w'hich it is
cormposed, being so arranged as to give the cloak a caped appearance; a slab of the
limestonc in front of the figure, fancy mnight liken to a book. This singular
specimen of sculpture from the hands of nature, worked out of the rock by the
united chisels of time and weather, removing the softer portions and leaving the
harder standing fbrth in strong relif-I transferred a fic sinile of it to my
sketchbook under the naine of " Franklin's Beacon," whose attention it could
not fail to attract, pointing as it docs to those unknown and unexplored regions
which lie beyond, around the Northern Pole, untrodden by the foot of mian
since crcation's dawn, and iii the deep recesses of which, doubtless, lies hiddcen
his nysterious fate, of which our search, thus far, unhappily bas failed to clicit
the slightest trace.

At 4P we doubled Cape Osborn, on the north side of which a huge pile of
dirty yellow-looking old berg-picces of ice lay agpound in the turbid grcenish
shoal water w'hich skirts the coast all the way co Baring Bay, extending out
from the hummock-fringed beach to the distance of a mile or two and upwards,
and along which a lcavy ground swcll sets upon the shore in a succession of
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"Forlarn Hope," running under the lee of Two Icebergs, aground in the Wellington Channel, in
a gale of Wind, 23d August 1852.

long rollers, through which it would have beein utterly hopeless for any boat to
have attenipted reaching the land in safety. The coast fromn Cape Osborn
trending round to the N.E. brought the wind more aft, enabling us to make sail,
and for some time we made considerable progress, dashing through the heavy cross
sea that was running a tie rate of five or six knots an hour. HIaving the breeze
with us now, the only chance left us was to run the gauntlet for Baring Bay,
in the hope of findiug there some haven of shelter after rounding Point Eden,
which still appeared at a fearful distance ahead of us; and the long line of
foaming crests sweeping over the broad expanse of troubled waters which lie
between, threatening to ingulf our small frail bark cre we reacbed it. When
we had got about inidway between Cape Osborn and this point our situation
became a truly perilous one ; the boat was taking in water faster than we could
bale it out, and she was settling down so much as not to leave a streak free;
labouring and rising heavily and sluggishly to each successive sea, so that all
expected every moment that she would fil and go down the first sea that struck her,
from which only the most careful and vatchful attention to the helin preserved
her. Fortunately for us, at this critical moment, too small bergs aground
providentially appeared on the port-bow, and I inunediately ran for thei, in
the hope of findmg the water smooth enough under their lec to enable us, by
lowering the sail and lying on our oars, to thoroughly bale out all the water
fron the boat, which was now nearly fuil; in this we happily succeeded whilst
lying only a few feet from the bergs in comparatively quiet water, protected by
their blue hard washed sides from the seas which broke over them to windward,
rebounding upwards in foaming colunms of surf and spray, which dashed high
above their summits fron forty to fifty feet in height, presenting a wild scene, at
once grand, sublime, and awful.

On again making sail our small over-ladên skiff, no longer water-logged,
bounded onwards over every sea more freely and buoyantly than before; but
as we opened Baring Bay, the great body of water which was setting into it
from the broad expanse of the Queen's Channel, with the wind and current both
fron the N.W., caused such heavy rolling seas to tumble in upon the shore,
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Mount Providence, Baring Bay. Bearing West (Magnotic).

that our crippled rudder was entirely swept away, and we lad great difficulty in

steering with an oar a boat so deep in such a sea ; and had to get one out on

each quarter to keep lier head to the sea and prevent her broaching to, when

nothing could have saved ber from foundering instanter.
The shores all round this bay presented a perfectly flat surface, level witli the

floe,-which still, thougli broken up, filled the upper part of it,-and extending to a

considerable distance inland, bounded by a slightly undulating ridge of hills inm the

horizon, averaging, perhaps, a hundred and ffty feet iu height. But one point im

these inhospitable shores seemed to offer the faintest hope of a place of shelter.

This was a black mount on the south side, of somewhat conical form, having a trun-

cated summit, with shingle ridges in front; and fron its marked and conspicuous

appearance anid the wide surrounding waste of snow, had particularly attracted

my attention, from our flrst opening the bay, as it appeared to me the only spot

accessible for ice. It was flanked on the west by an inlet, still covered by the

winter's floc. On this spot I had fron the first centred all iy hopes of finding

a harbour of refuge. Putting the boat, therefore, right before the wmnd, I ran

for it through a turbulent ground swell, over a long extent of several miles of

shoal water of a dirty green colour, showing the fragments of rock and pebbles

at the bottom on nearng the shore, when two points for beaching the boat

offered; one on the port bow, forming a curious natural basiù of quadrangular

shape, enclosed on all sides by a narrow ledge of black rocks and shingle,

excepting in front, where an opening was left just large enough to admit the

boat. Into this, being the nearest, my boat's crew were very auxious to take er

thoroughly worn out as they were by a day of unceasing toil and danger, a id

which ther cool and manly conduct was beyond all praise. And on losing the

rudder and tiller, with which I always mysclf steered the boat, the ice quarter-

master espccialiy Vroved himself an expert band at the steer oar at a moment

mwhes e were obiged to miave one out on each quarter to keep the boat's hed

to the heavy cross sea that vas running, to prevent lier from broaching-to. 1

objected, however, to the little laind-locked harbour for the boat, on the ground

of the chance of being entrapped within it by a change of vind bringimg the ice

down upon it, and thus preventing us from so readily getting out again ; and iso

from the low, boggy ground, exposedt ou al sides to the wather, bciung

unfavourable for pitching the tent. 1, therefore, stood on for the f3lack Mo ut,

hed, and was fortunate enough to ind ut its base a sloping beach fbr hauling

up the boat betwvcn sonie grounded hunîmocks of ice, backed by a shingle

ridge, dry ad fre fiee sow, oun which we pitched the tent at 8 .i., sheltered

by anothcr idge strll igwer, above which rose the Black Mount. I ascended

this eminence, ie1st the boat's crew were liglting the fire and getting supper

read . From its sumnit I saw the ice closely packed ail round the bay by the

wid now blowing up it, and that this Nvas the only spot where a bo t could

possibly have fouid a place of shelter along the whole hune of coust, froini the

bay we left this aorning, to as far as the eye could reach beyond us to the north-
C c 3
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ward, rendering the navigation of the Wellington Channel extremely dangerous
for boats at a late and boisterous season of the year. I saw a flock of geese on
the passage here, and another arose from a lake on our arrival. A small frag-
ment of arift wood was picked up on the hill. After spreading all our wet
clothes on the shingle to dry, everything in the boat having been drenched with
sea water, we had tea and preserved beef for supper, and turned in at midniglt,
truly thankful to God for our providential escape. rherm. 27°.

ruesday, 24th.-Breakfasted at 8.30 A.M. As it was still blowing a north.
vesterly gale, preventing our atiempting anything further with the boat, I

started at 11.30 A.M., accompanied by one of the boat's crew, oran excursion
along shore, with the view of ascertaining the state of the ice, and selecting the
best route for sledging round the top of the bay should a continuance of the
present boisterous weather render boating operations wholly impracticable.

On passing a small lake about a quarter of a mile from the encampment, we
saw two eider ducks (Anas mollissima) with eight young ones swinning on it.
I shot the whole of the broods and one of the old ducks, the other made its
escape. Our course at first lay over fdat, swampy, boggy ground covered with
snow, through which a few straggling tufts of moss, lichens, saxifrages, poppies,
and a small species of juncus made their appearance at intervals ; the whole inter-
sected by very low narrow ridges of shinglc and a chain of small lakes. The
winter's floe had all the appearance of having been recently broken up by the
late gales setting a heavy swell into the bay, which had ground it into fragments
and hummocks mixed with sludge. A thick fog coing on, accompanied by
snow drift sweeping over the bay froni the northward, and conccaling the out-
line of its shores, I struck across the low land for the ridge of hills whiclh bounds
it inland, passing several isolated masses of rock which, as they appeared through
the snow at a distance, so much rcsembled piles of stones artificially heaped up,
that dwelling, as our thoughts constantly did, on cairns and memorials, we were
frequetly-until the eye became famliar with these deceptios-induced to
diverge from our course to examine them. On ascending the ridge we followed
it back to the head of the inlet (south of our encamnpment 1, which is nearly two
miles deep, and narrow at its entrance, being not more than about a quarter of a
mile in breadth, but expanding out to double that width. We walked round
several lakes on the ridge of hills, and heard the monotonous mournful cry of
the red-throated divers ( Colymbus septentrionalis) in the vicinity, but the fog,
had becomne so thick as to conceal tlicn from view. On descending froni the
ridge down a terminal black cliff infland of the tent, we had to make head against
the gale, which drove the cutting snow-drift in our faces with the therrometer
at 29°. We reached the encampment at 5 P.M., having only lad a shot at a tern,
and seen the track of a fox. The ice-quartermnaster and anothcr of the boat's
crew returned soon after us froin a ranible round the other side of the inlet,
having found the skeleton of a bear.

Vednesday, 25th.-Rose at 6 À.î.; no iniprovenent in the weather; a quantity
of sludge ice driven in shore, which was fast beginning to be cemnented together
by the formation of young ice, fbrming an inpassable belt for our boat, in front
of the encampnent. Still too thick and boisterous for boating or slcdging.
After breakfast I visited the small liake again, and shot three ducks out of a
flock of cight young pintails (Anas caudacuta). After my return to the tent
with theni, one of the boat's crew killed the remaining five. We had some of
themn for dinner, and found thema excellent cating. Saw two or threc sandpipers
and wounded an Arctic guil (Lestris parasiicuts), but notwithstan ding that the
thumb, or tip of the wing was broken, it succeded in getting away.

I walked afterwards to the top of the west inlet, accompanied by two of my
party, in scarch of the remains of the skelcton of the bear, they having on first
finding it brought back with them the skull and pelvis. After a long search, we
at hst hit upon the spot, wherc a rib was projecting froin the snow, beneath
which we found most of thc vertebrar, deeply imbedded in the richest bed of
moss wc had yet scen, the result, doubtess of the mnanture arising fromn the
decomposition of the afinal's carcase ; although froin the bleached appearance
and hoiey-comlel state of the bones, a long series of winter snows w'ould sceni
to have mantled over themn since Bruini dragged his huge unwicldy frame a few
yards above the head of the inlet to breathe his last on terra firia, ivhcther in



sickness or old age, to become food for the foxes, who had rendered the skeleton
incomplete by walking off withi most of the ribs and long bones to feast off at
their leisure. All that remained I collected, and we returned to the tent through
a heavy hail-storm and densely overcast sky, with thick inist, and the thermo-
meter at 25°. Saw some red-throated divers on one of the largest lakes, two
tern, and the track of a fox. 'In the afternoon, the wind shifting round to the
westward, and the weather somewhat moderating though still very squally, I set
about making preparations for our sledging journey; the wind now setting
directly up the bay, packing the ice so close as to render any attempt with the
boat utterly hopeless. Having stowed the sledge with four days' provisions, we
dug a trench and made a cache of the remainder of our provisions, filling it up
with shingle as a protection against the bears during our absence. The boat was
hauled up on the second ridge on which the tent stood, and turned bottom-up,
with the gear and spare, clothes stowed underneath, as a precaution against high
tides, which might probably rise higher than usual under the influence of heavy
westerly gales.

Thursday 26th.--I was stirring at 3 A.M. Morning gloomy and overcast,
with snow. Wind round to the eastward and moderated. Thermometer 24°.
Walked down to the lakes where I shot the ducks; it had frozen over during
the night; took a sketch of the encampment from it. Three or four snow bunt-
ings (Emberiza nivalis) were flitting about on the ridge above the tent, saluting
us with their lively cheerful note. Yesterday a red-throated diver was shot on
one of the lakes by one of our party. At 5 A.M., I roused out the boat's crew,
and we had our chocolate, biscuit, and bacon breakfast.

The progressive fall in the temperature, with the rapid formation of young
ice, together with the boisterous north-westerly gales, which had packed the
broken up winter's floe upon the shore in front of our tent, forming a belt of
hummocks and sludge half a mile in breadth, and daily increasing in extent,
cutting us off from the open water, and requiring only a few caln days to cement
it altogether, and render the present position of the boat inextricable, were
unmistakeable signs that the season for boating operations was past; and so soon
as a southerly wind from off the land should drive the ice out, no time was to be
lost in getting her into the open channel. Al, therefore, that now remained
to be done was to complete the exploration of this bay by an overland journey.
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Owen Point, distant Five Miles, bearing E.S.E.

SLEDGE ExcunsioN ROUND BARING BAY.
Having struck the tent, and stowed it on the sledge, with our felt bags,

buffalo robes, four days' provisions, and an 6 Etna" with spirits of wine for
fuel, we started at 8 .m..; reached the first low rocky point in the curve of
the bay, two miles distant, at 9 A.M. Our course lay over the low snow-clad
ridges of shingle. From this our encampment hill and boat bore N.
(magnetic), but here the variation is so great, as ahnost to reverse the
points of the compass. At 9.30 A.M. we struck off more inland, in the
direction of the ridge of hills, to avoid a curve of the bay, crossing over a
level tract of narshy bog, covered with snow ; on which one of the party picked
up a snall spider. At 10.15 A.m. crossed a rivulet over a pebbly bed, from
which soine animal was seen on one of the shingle ridges; but at too great a
distance to make ont whether it was a bear or reindeer, as it disappeared behind
the ridge, before I could get my telescope to bear upon it. Crossed another
running streani, rapidly flowing over its pebbly channel, (towards the bay)
across which the sledge vas carried. I made a considerable detour here in
pursuit of the stranger, without secing anything more of'him, and overtook the
sledge upon a broad, smooth, snow-clad plain, the monotonous whiteness of
which, was only broken by the narrow bare ridges and spits of shingle, which
intersected its surface like shaded lines, scarcely rising above it. At 11 A.M. my
party being someNwhat fatigued with this, to them, novel work, (and dragging a
sledge over the inequalities of land, covered with snow though it be, is a far
more laborious task than over floe ice,) they had a spell of ten iinutes to rest,
and take tlicir allowance of rum, mixed with the pure water fron an adjacent
lake. Saw two sandpipers here, and the track of a reindeer ( Cervus tarandJus),
probably that of the animal we lately had a glance of. At I1.30 A.M. reached
the head of the curve of the bay we had been steering for; it contained a large
patch of loose ice, a low point jutting out from it to the S.E. Point Eden bore
N. from this. Passed two small lakes, and heard the cry of the red-throated
diver. About noon the breeze (lied away to nearly a calm, and the men were
so heated by their exertions, that they took a spell for a few minutes. I saw
the land on the opposite side of the Queen's Channel, bearing E.S.E. At 1 P.M.
a portion of the spinie of some animal was picked up; saw two more sandpipers,
and passed another lake. The breeze springing up again, in less than a hour,
had freshened to a gale, accompanied by a sharp snow-drift, which swept like
volumes of smoke, over the wide vaste around us to the sea, which was
scattered over with streams of hunmocky ice. We rested for an hour to dine,
on the side of a low shingle ridge, having the bay in front, a lake on either side.
and another in the rear, from which ve drank delicious water, with our cold
bacon and biscuit ineal. Started again at 3 P.M.; I shot a tern (Sterna arctica)
near a small gap or pass, in an embankment here, skirting the bay. At 4.15 P.M.
Point Eden bore N.N.W., and a peak Qf the land, on the opposite side of
Wellington Channel S.E.
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Owen l'oint Encampment, North Point of Baring Bay, bearing E.S.E. (Magnetic).

At 5.30 P.Mi. filled our kettle with water fron a neighbouring lake, and
having boiled it over the spirit lamp of the " Etna," made tea under the lee of
the sledge, in the midst of this wilderness of snow. Cape Osborn with Eden
Point bore N.N.W. At 6.30 P.M. started again, and at 7 P.M. when some
distance ahcad of the sledge, pionecring the way, as was my custom, I came
suddenly upon the track of the musk ox, close to one of those numerous
running streams, by vhich the chain of lakelets studding thesc marshy flats,
empty theinselves into the bay. The animal appears to have attempted crossing
over the frozen surface of the streani, but finding that the ice, which was broken
by his two fore feet, would not bear his weight, retreated, crossing his own
track in the direction of the hills, bounding the horizon to the southward. From
the appearance of the foot-prints (which neasured five inches, both in length
and in breadth) it must have passed very recently, as there was a driving snow-
drift at the tine, which would soon have effaced the impressions. These foot
prints, when taken in connexion with the two skulls reccntly found, afford, I
think, indisputable evidence that the musk ox is an inhabitant of North Devon,
at lcast, during the sunimer months ; and is, probably, now migrating to the
southward for the winter. But their course thitherward, and how they get
across Barrow Strait, is not so casily explained; they must, at all events, wait
till the Strait is frozen over.

The black point, with its rounded snowy top, in which the ridge of hills
environing the bay, terninates to the northward, and which we have had ii
sight so niany hours, as the goal to be reached before we pitched the tent for
the night, has for several miles appeared at the sanie distance, or, as the sledge's
crcw would have it, receding, as mile after mile, with wcary and jaded steps,
they toiled along, dragging after thcm the cunbrous sledge, and still the dark
point appeared no nearer. Fairly exhaustei, thcy wcre compelled to take more
frequent spells to rest for a few minutes. The igi'ht, however, looked so tbreat-
ening, the northern sky intenscly black and lowering,-preiitory sigins of the
wind going back to its old stormy quarter,-that I was very anxious to secure the
shelter of the point ahcad for pitching thc tent under, as in the exposed, wide,
and bleak waste around us, the canvass and poles supporting it would scarcely
have withstood the violence of the strong gusts of wind.

The dark sky was preceded by a very renarkably-tinted horizon in the north,
in whichi streaks of a fine olive green, alternating with bands of an amber colour,
and a rich chestnut browii zone, intersected horizontally ; the side of the hills
about Prince Alfred 3ay, crested by a dark neutral tint, vanishing into a leck-
greei. When, within about a mile of the point, to encourage my sledge-crew,
and convimce then that wc were, ini rcality, now drawing near it, I walked on
ahead at a quickciecd pace and ascended to the suimit; and, on descending again
to tlie extreme rugged point, I found then pitching the tent on the shingle-ridge
bencath. It w'as exactly midniglt, antd thick weathcr with fine snow. A fire
was soon lightcd, tea prepared, and bacon and biscuit servcd out for supper. It
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Westernmost Bluffs of Alfred Bay, bearing E. by S., and Peak, E.S.E., as scen from the
summit of Owen Point.

was nearly two o'clock in the morning before we turned in, all thoroughly
knocked up with the day's exertions.

Friday 27th.-Morning overcast; I left the tent at 8 A.M., and whilst breakfast
was preparing, ascended the rugged point above our encampment to get a view
Of our position. At first scramblng over a confused pile of rocky fragments, swell-
ing out above into a broad, smooth, and round-backed bill about three hundred
feet in height, commanding a view of the shores of the curve of' the coast to the
northward of it, laid down in the chart as Prince Alfred Bay; an isolated
peak, apparently some little distance inland, just showing itself over the highest
range of hills on the north side ; this ridge terminating in two black table-topped
bluff headlands, running far out to the westward, but the horizon was too hazy
for making ont distant objects sufficiently clear for getting the different bearings
correctly, which, as this spot promised to be the extreme limit of our journey,
I was the more anxious to obtain before I commenced my return, more especially
as the sua had been bid from our view by fogs, mists, and constantly-overcast
skies, accompanying the tempestuous weather which bas attended us in all our
movenents since we left the ship; so that no opportunity bas offered for getting
observations for the latitude and longitude, and consequently my little pocket
sextant bas remained idle in its case.

In the hope that the weather might clear up about noon, I returned to the
tent to breakfast, having seen only about half a dozen snow-buntings flitting
about the bill-top. My party were glad to take a siesta in the tent to-day, so
knocked up were they after their laborious and toilsome forced march of yester-
day, dragginr a heavily laden sledge over a distance of about thirty miles,
having actually travelled this within the space of sixteen hours, at the average
rate of rather more than two miles in an hour, resting for dinner and tea an hour
at each meal; the longest sledging journey by far, I believe that has yet been
accomplished in one day without the aid of dogs.

At 1.30 P.M., during a temporary clearing away of the mist, I again ascended
the bill above our tent, bounding the low shores of Baring Bay on the north,
which I have named Owen Point, in honoir of my friend Professor Owen, the
distinguished naturalist and Cuvier of our own country, who has evinced a lively
interest in the Franklin search and Polar discovery.

Baring Bay, indeed, scarcely deserves the name of a bay, it is little more than
a broad swecp in of the coast, and is so shoal on entering it from the south-
ward, that I could sec the pebbles at the bottom for several miles off shore; and
had good reason to remember the heavy ground swell that rolled over it in surges
threatening destruction to the boat every minute, in the gale which drove us
before it, to seck the only place of shelter which the whole length and breadth
of its shores afforded under the Black Mount.

A black table-topped bluff, bearing E. by S. by compass, forms the western-
inost extrenity of Alfred Bay, on the north side; and a little to the east-
ward of' this, peering just above the higli ridge of land, is a peak bearing
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Mount Providence, with Eden Point and Cape Osborn, N.N.W., as scen from the summit of Owen Point.

E.S.E., and being the only apparent peak, would, therefore, seem to be
Mount Franklin, as there is no hill whatever representing it in the position
in which it is laid down in the chart inland of Baring Bay. A line of
hummocks of ice as if aground appears in Baring Bay, about two leagues
from shore, which may possibly cover a shoal or very low islet. Distant land
in the Queen's Channel, apparently Baillie Hamilton Island, &c., bore fron
N. by E. to N.E. by E. Cape Osborn bore N.N.W., and the Black Mount
above our boat N.W. by N. Whilst taking a sketch of the bays and distant
points, the ice quartermaster and some of the boat's crew meantime erected a
cairn on the north side of the hill, the others being employed cooking dinner,
&c., preparatory to our departure. We finished the cairn at 3.30. P.M., and
placed beneath it a tin cylinder, containing a record of our proceedings thus
far. On descending the hil we discovered an ancient Esquimaux encampment
on its acclivity, consisting of a pile of fissile rocks of semi-circular form in
front of a natural wall of the stratified rock vhich jutted out from the side of
the hil. We dug beneath it, but found nothing. The rock, a dark brown
coloured limestone, highly crystalline, and the surface embossed with the
elegant scarlet lichen (Lecanora elegans). On our return we had our usual
ineal of cold bacon and biscuit, with sonie tea.

At 5 P.M. we struck the tent to commence our return to the boat, the state of
the wcather unfortunately precluding any astronornical observations beingtaken for
fixing the positions of the land, which have evidently been laid down much in error
in the chart. Passing one of the largest lakes I had several shots at a pair of red-
throated divers; they had a young one on the lake, which I shot, and started
again at 6.20. P.M. We encamped for the night in the midst of the unsheltered
vaste of snow, nearly half-way back to our boat at 10.30. P.M.

Saturday 28th.-At 8 A.M., breakfasted, struck the tent, and started again at
9.30 A.M. This was about the nost unconifortable night we lad yet passed,
bliowing a hard gale of wind, accompanied by a fall of snow, and clouds
of drift, and so cold that we could not get warm all niglit. The wind finding its
way under the tent, shaking it so violently, that we expected every moment
the poles would give way, and the canvass come dovn upon us for a coverlet.
The thermoincter stood at 29°. The watch during the night icard a distant
sound, like the bellowing of cattle. Probably, the nusk ox, whose foot prints I
feil in with yestcrday, but concealed ftom view, by the ridge of hills inland of
us: for sounds may be heard at a great distance, in the highly rarified state of
the air, in the still solitudes of these regions. This snowy desert was here and
there dotted over vith boulders of rock, richly ornamented with the beautiful
and bright scarlet lichen, and intersected by numerous rivulets and lakelets,
soine of the largest of which were now half frozen over; and the ice on the less
rapid fresh water courses pcrmnitted thc sledge being quickly drawn over by the
whole party without breaking. At 11 A.M. we roundedi a dccp curvaturc in the
shores of the bay, the wind edging round to its old quarter in the N.W., snowing
with a strong drift. Saw three or four tern, whose vociferous clamour over
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our heads proclaimed their anxiety for the safety of their young, evidently
not far off. At intervals we heard the wild deep toned and muournful
cry of the red-throated diver, rising from some adjacent lake, music to the ears
of us lone wanderers, in the dearth of life and sound around us. We saw one
large flock of ducks only, going south. At 11.30 A.M. crossed an elbow of the
low shores, forming a considerable convexity in the bay, from which a deep
curve ran up beyond it; bounded on the west by a low black point, covered with
broken up fragments of limestone, faced with the scarlet lichen, and abundantly
fossiliferous, more especially in corallines, of which I collected somne specinens.
Here we became enveloped in a thick fog, iwhich, with snow, continued till we
reached our old encampment. At 2 P.M. crossed a patch of loose dark sand,
and the sledge party rested for a few minutes near a rapid strean, after
crossing which, the sledge soon came upon its out-ward track of yesterday. Saw
three or four sandpipers, and wounded an Arctic gull; which, falling somewhere
in a dark shingle water course, about a quarter of a mile from where I shot it, I
lost, after making a considerable detour friom the sledge's course in search of it,
for I have not yet been able to obtain a specimen of this solitary bird, mostly
met with singly, or in pairs; and of which we have seen only threc or four
individuals throughout our journey; all very shy and wary. On coming up
with the sledge, we were drawing near the Black Mount, and I proceeded on
ahead of my party to see if all was right. Reached the boat and caché at 4 P.M.
in the midst of a snow storm, with the wind at N.W. Found everything as we
left them, with the exception of the gratifying sight of open water in the cove;
all the ice having been driven out during our absence, by the southerly winds,
which blew for a few hours, leaving only a narrow belt of loose sludge near the
beach, and no impedinient in the way of getting to sea in the boat. It was just
low water, and the large urn shaped masses of ice vere left high and dry in
hollows in the bed of shingle which they had made for theniselves, in the ebb
and flow of the tides, and to the repcated action of which they owc their hour-
glass form. On the arrival of the sledge, we pitched the tent on the old spot.
A large flock of ducks alighted in the bay this evening.

Sunday 29th.-We did not rise until 8 A.M. This is the finest morning that
wC have experienced since leaving the ship; and all our clothing and bedding
being so saturated with moisture, as to prevent any of us fron sleeping last
night, I took advantage of the favourable change in the weatber to have every-
thing spread outside the tent to dry. Being Sunday, I determined to niake it a
day of rest to recruit the exhausted energies of my men, before we conimenced
our hoieward voyage. All still feeling more or less the effects of the fatigue
attending their unremitting exertions for the last two days; one evincing a
slight disposition to snow blindness, and another some dental irritation.

After they had all bad the great comfort of an ablution and shave, I read
part of the inorning service to them in the tent. Our dinner, as yesterday,
consisted of a warrm mess of prescrved mutton, soup and potatoes, with Burton
ale. • Wind round to the westward, breaking up the winter's floe in the inlet,
west of the encampment, and which was rapidlly drifting out past us. The rise
and fali of tide here is considerable, some six feet, probably. The wind this
evening shifted to the N.W., with a fall of snow in large flakes. Night overcast
and misty, with a black looking horizon to the northward. We turned in at
9 P.M.
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Rogier Head, South.

Monday, August 30th.-I was up this morning and outside the tent as early
as four o'clock to look around, and, having well weighed both our present
position and future prospects, to determine on the best course to be adopted;
when, taking into consideration the advanced period of the season and npromising
appearance of the weather, that nothing further could be accomplished in the
search northward and eastward of this bay, I very reluctantly decided on return-
ing to the ship, and we commenced stowing the boat and making preparations
for our return.

At 9.30 A.3!., we crected a cairn on the sumamit of the Black Mount, which I
called Mount Providence, in commemoration of our providential deliverance fron
as perilous a position as a boat could possibly have escaped from,-placing
bencath the cairn a tin cylinder, enclosing a record of our proceedings, of which
the following is a copy:-

MEMO1RANDUi.-A boat expedition from Her Majesty's ship " North Star,"
at Erebus and Terror Bay, Beechey Island, in search of Sir John Franklin,
arrived here on Monday August 23d, at midnight, during a gale of wind and
heavy sea which carried away the rudder of the boat and nearly swamnped ber.

On Thursday last, sledged on the snow over the low lands round the head of
the bay, without finding any opening to the eastward or traces of the missing
expedition; returning to the boat on Saturday afternoon. Weather during the
preceding week has been most unfavourable, blowing, snowing, and foggy, with
the thermometer constantly below the frcezing point. The lakes frozen over,
and every appearance of winter rapidly setting in.

Launched the boat this morning on the naking of the tide, to return down
Wellington Strait and examine the bays along its eastern shores. A memoran-
dum of our sledge journey has been deposited under a cairn erected on the
sumnit of the northern point of the bay. R. M'CORMICK,

Monday, August 30th, 1852. Officer Commanding Party.

To the inlet running up on the west side of Mount Providence, from S.S.W.
to N.N.E., I gave the name of Dragleybeck, in conmemoration of the birthplace
of Sir John Barrow, Bart., and iii compliment to his son, John Barrow,
Esq., of the Admiralty, F.R.S., who, following up his father's carcer, has earned
for himself a distinguished position in the history of Aretie discovery by his
noble and unceasing efforts in furthering the search for the brave but ill-fated
Franklin and the rest of our long-lost countrynien.

The chain of lakelets on the moorland I named, after two near relatives, the
Louisa and Marianne Lakes.
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Franklin's Beacon, S.S.E.

Descending to the ridge, which is about fifty feet above the beach, and fron
thence to the lower one on which the tent stands, we struck it, and crected
another cairn on the spot where it stood. The rocks here are sparingly fossili-
ferous. It was a very low tide this morning, being out a hundred feet fron the
last high-water mark.

After a luncheon of cold bacon and ale, to fortify the boat's crew for their
long pull they had befbre them to the next bay, against a head wind and pinch-
ingly cold air, we about noon launched the boat between the heavy hummocks
of ice aground, five or six feet in heiglit when high and dry. Had snow, fog,
and mist, with a short head-sea to buffet with; the drops of water froze on the
blades of the oars as they rose from the sea after each stroke, and accumulating
till the lower edges became fringed with pendant icicles; the water shipped over
the bows soon froze at the bottom of the boat, so that had there been much
sea on we should soon have had a very dangerous kind of iinmoveable glacier-
like ballast.

We saw a seal or two, a flock of ducks, a few dovekies, fulnar petrel, and the
arctie gull. At 6.45 P.M., on rounding Eden Point, the trending of the coast in
a S.W. direction enabled us to make sail. We carried away a temporary rudder
which we had constructed just before we started out of the head of a cisk frorn
the wreck of the " M'Lellen," Anierican whaler, lost by the unfortuiiate but
enterprising seaman, Captain Quayle.

At 7.30 .i. we doubled Cape Osborn, and, a quarter of an hour afterwards,
Franklin's Beacon, standing forth through the mist in strong relief from the side
of the ridge. At 9.30 i,.%i. reached our old place of encampnent in Refuge
Bay. Found much more snow here than when we left it last, being very deep
in places. Pitched the tent close to our cairii, snowing all the time, and
pinching work to the men's fingers. Thermometer 27°. 'The state of the tide
prevented us from hauling up the boat on the shingle ridge, which, for greater
security, I always get done if possible; we were therefore obliged to let ber ride
iii the cove with an anchor out on shore.

Tuesday 31st.-The morning's dawn brought with it the same kind of
weather as yesterday-snow, mist, and fog. Rose at 6.30 A.M. The first fox
(Canis lagopus) was scen by the watch last night near the boat; represented to
have been of a brown and white colour. I found my ancroid baroneter this
morning quite useless, having sustained some injury froim being thrown on the
beach in the clothcs-bag in clearing the boat, and into which, it had been acci-
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dentally put. This was a serious loss to me, as I had intended measuring ail
thé heights with it in returning down channel.

From the Point I took sketches of the two Capes south of the bay, together
with the opposite coast of Cornwallis Land.

At 2.45 P.. Having embarked everything, we pulled all round the bay,
closely examinng its shores, and landing at all remarkable points. At about
half a mile from the top got soundings in thirteen fathoms, and within less than
a cable's length of the shore the soundings gave four fathoms very regularly
The winter's floe had not yet broken up in a creek at its south-western.
extremity, and young ice had formed here to the thickness of four inches.
This is the only safe and well-sheltered bay along the whole of this coast for
anchoring a ship.

Saw several seals, ulls, and dovekies, and shot one of the latter. Landed
at a little cove for a few minutes to examine the rocks, and sounded again, still
getting four fathoms. At 5.30 P.M. landed near a black cliff in a thick snow
storm, and examined a remarkable-looking ravine running up from it.

6.30 P.M.-Had to pull through a quantity of sludge ice round the outer
point in clearing the bay. Took a sketch of the headlands and entrance to the
bay from the southward. Shot at and struck a seal, but he escaped us. Saw
four or five ducks.

At 8.30 P.M. doubled the next Cape, to which I gave the name of Toms,
after my friend the Assistant Surgeon of the "North Star," an enterprising
young officer. At 9.30 P.M. passed the Point where the cylinder and memo-
randa were found coming up channel, which 1 called Domville Point, after
my friend and brother-officer the Surgeon of the " Resolute." About 10.30 P.M.
entered Emery Bay, and encamped on a fine hard shingle ridge.

Wednesday, September 1st.-I was awoke between 3 and 4 o'clock this
morning by the ice quarter-master, who had the watcb, running into the tent,
and reporting that our boat was swamping in the surf by a sudden squall
coming on with the flood-tide. On hastening down to the beach I found her
broadside on, and half full of water and sand. On getting her round, head to
sea and stern in-shore, we succeeded, after some labour and a thorough
drenching, in getting everything out of her, and hauling her up above the
shingle ridge; capsizing her as soon as she was sufficiently clear of the
breakers, to empty out the water and sand. It now blew a hard north-westerly
gale; the sky was densely overcast, and the air pinchingly cold: thermo-
meter 29°.

Breakfasted at 8 A The boisterous state of the weather not affording the
sligt <,cst prospect of our, being able to make a move to-day, with such a sea
running outside; therefore, after drying the things, and repairing the darnages
sustained by the morning's disaster-fortunately nothing of a more serious
nature to our provisions than the soaking of an ullage of biscuit in salt water-
I planned an excursion round the inland ridges of hills; and, to spread the search
more widely, separated our party into three divisions of two men in each,
taking our guns in the hope of meeting with some game, such at least as these
desolate shores have to offer. We started at 5 P.M., leaving only the cook for
the day in charge of the encampment, and a gun to defend himself from bruin,
should it be needed. I directed one division to ascend the ridges south of the
bay, another directly inland, whilst myself, accompanied by one of the boat's
crew, procceded up the hill to the north; first, passing through a romantic-
looking, deep, and narrow ravine, with steep precipices on either side formed of
hinestone rock, banded horizontally in places with veins of gypsum three or
four inches in thickness. I entered this ravine last night, whilst supper was getting
rcady, and traced the foot-prints of a fox to his domicile in the rocks; but saw
nothing of him this morning. Following a zig-zag course for about a mile; the
black crags breaking through the white inantle of snow which now deeply
covers the land, gave it a very picturesque appearance, terminating in an open
sp ace between the hills. On emerging, we ascended the hill bounding it on
thc right, and shaped a south-easterly course, so as to fall into the track of the
other divisions of our party on the central ridge. On sighting them we
descended to the shores of the bay, examining the beach ail round to the encamp-
ment, without meeting with the slightest traces or indication of any one having
preceded us here, and not a living thing to break the death-like stillness and
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Cape Toma, bearing S.W.

utter desolation of the scene. We reached the tent at 7 r.., aiid the other
parties returned soon afterwards with the same results.

When on the highest ridges, I carefully observed the appearances of the land
in an casterly direction within the extent of vision for any apparent break of
continuity that might afford an indication of water beyond, never losing sight
of the possibility of Jones's Sound sweeping round iii its course near the heads of
sone of the deeper inlets of the Wellngton Channel, taking a westerly course
fron Baiffn's Bay in the direction of Baring Bay, as Jones's Sound is represented
to do in the chart. But neither Baring Bay nor the two other bays that I have
since closely exanined afford any indication of the vicinity of open water. An
intermediate series of ridges of hills, one just rising above the other, and fbr the
imost part running parlel with the coast, bound the tops of all the bays
and I have never seen the gulls or other sea-fowl fly inland to the castward,
although X have at all times watched them narrowly in their flight.

Thursday, 2d.-Breakfasted at 7 A.!. The violent gusts of wind, accompanied
by beavy snow-drift, during the night, nearly blew down our tent, and the air
was excessively cold. Anxiously waiting for the gale to abate, to proceed on
our voyage. After sketching the encanpment and the adjacent hills, I walked
up the ravine, and filled a haversack vith speciineds from the gy psum vein.
Dined at 1.30 P.Mt., and built a cairn near the tent, under which I dcposited a
tin cylinder, enclosing the usual record of our proccedings. The gale abating
during the day, as soon as the sea had sufflciently subsided I took advantage
of the temporary lull to start at 4 P.m., notwithstanding a dark threatening
horizon, vith the hope of reaching our old quarters in Griffin Bay befoie we
should encounter a second edition of the gale, which it was but too evident
was brewing up in the north. On starting, saw a solitary snow-bunting on the
beach. We souided ini crossin r the bay with a Une of twenty-three fathoms,
and no bottorm at this depth. ' he ridges round the top of the bay have a mean
height of about two hundred feet.

I sailed round the next semicircular bay, which I called " Fitton Bay," after
an old friend and distinguished geologist, Dr. Fitton (who vas the first to
direct my attention to the structure of that highly interesting and remarkable
island, Kerguelen's Land-Desolation Isle of Captain Cook-in the southern
seas). Closely and carefully examined its shores and ridges, and got soundings in
froin four to five fathoms at a hndred yards from the beach. There is no shoal
water in cither of these bays, both being deep. The boat got into heavy rollers
outside of the headlands ; one or two of which struck her, filling us with more
water than we needed, liaving had enough of that element already. A black
threatening squall rising to windward, we exerted every effort to reach Griffin
Bay before it overtook us. At 5.30. P.m. we rounded Cape Grinnell, in a snow
storm, into smooth water. Saw the provision cairn on the point, and two seals
swiining. Sailed close in shore round the bay, which is nargined by a shingly
beach, with hummocks of ice aground all round (as usual on all these shores ,
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backed by a ridge of hills from 100 to 200 feet in hight, receding inland in the
form of an amphitheatre.

On first rounding the north point, an arm of the bay runs into the N.E.; here
we passed a snug little creek enclosed in the shingle banks, leaving an opening
just sufficient for admitting a boat, secure from ice and weather ; but having a
fair wind, I was anxious to make the most of it, inauspicious as was the aspect
of the heavens.

We reached the top of the bay, which is about six miles in depth, at 7 P.M.,
and found a low shing1e and mud flat, backed by boggy ground, and extending
inland to the base of the amphitheatre of hills, interspersed near the beach by
pools of water, which appeared to be full of small fish, as the guIls were far
more numerous here than at any other spot we have yet visited. A large group
of kittiwakes and fulmar petrel, with an ivory gull or two amongst them, were
evidently making a good harvest, repeatedly rising with a fish about the size of
a pilchard in their beaks after each rapid downward plunge in the water. A
solitary arctic gull was actively carrying on at the sane time bis buccaniering
depredations amongst them whenever an opportunity offered for robbing an
unlucky gull of its prey, by compelling it to drop the fish with a scream, which,
with great tact, vas caught by this sea rover before it dropped into the water.

I ran the boat's head in, but the water was so shoal that she grounded at too
great a distance from the beach to effect a landing; and just as I was about
stepping out at a more favourable spot, a little further on, with the intention of
shooting some of the birds and obtaining specimens of the fish they had
swallowed, a bear was discovered on the floe which filled up the inlet at the
S.W. corner of the bay. Bruin being considered by all bands, and certainly not
the Ieast so by myself, higher game than the gulls, the sail was hoisted instanter,
and the boat's head in a few minutes was dashing through the swell (which was
now setting into the more exposed part of the bay) before the wind in the direction
bruin was leisurely pacing along the ice, on the look out for a seal, several of
which were swimrning about the bay. Before we reached the floc, which was of
young ice already six inches in thickness, lie had, however, taken alarm, and
nade off for the land, disappearing behind a point jutting out from the inlet.

Finding that the squall which had been threatening for some tine was
now coming in good earnest upon us, I brought the boat's head round for the
south headland of the bay, the site of -our former encampinent upon the way up
channel, in a shcltered cove a little within the headland; but as we becane more
and more exposed to the sea setting into the bay, in a boat so deep in the water,
and so leaky from one of her planks having been stove in by the ice in the bad
weather we had been incessantly exposed to, the water from the leak, together
with the occasional shipping of a sea, so gained upon us, notwithstanding that a
hand vas kept unceasingly baling lier out, and having no rudder, we had to bear
up for the nearest land to us, distant nearly two miles, although unfortuuatly a
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Eneanipinent in Griffin Bay.

lee shorc, on which a heavy surf was breaking. Wc got soundings in twelve
fathoins, and saw a second bear. Selecting the most favourable spot that offered
for beaching the boat, in a curve of the coast sonewhat protected from the
rollers by a low point, we backed ber in stern forernost, letting go the anchor
over the bows, and running a line out astern to the shore so as to keep lier head
to the sea till everything was got out of lier, and fortunately landed without
sustaining any damage from the surf, which was breaking heavily against the
boat's quarter, save and except a drenching to ourselves.

Before we had hauled lier up between the masses of ice into a place of
security for the night, on the shngle beach the thermoneter fell as low as 25°.
The air was bitingly cold, and snowing all the time.

After pitching the tent on a fine bard shingle ridge, clear of snow, the fire
lighted, and supper, with a cup of warm tea, under cover of the canvas, wo turned
into our felt-bags for the night, and soon forgot our toils in a sound sleep.

Friday, 3d.-Passed the most confortable night that we have yet hîad, the
ground bcing bard dry shingle on which our buffalo robes were spread. We
were confined within the tent all day by stress of weather, which bas been
nost winterly. Blowing, as usual, a bard north-westerly gale, with heavy snow
drift, half burying the tent, the sky overcast with a dense mist, and continuous
fall of fine snow. Thermometer throughout the day standing as low as 26°,
and the air piercingly cold. The fire outside of the tent took double the usual
time in boiling the kettle; and the peminican which we had for dinner to-day,
for the first time since we left the ship, was hard frozen when taken out of the
case.

I had a shot at an eider duck which alighted in the bay. A few glaucus
gulls (Larus glaucus) flew past the little inlet, which I naned Sophia Cove. I
occupied myself this evenig with my plans of search. Fad the last of our
Burton ale to-day, and turned into our sieeping-bags at about 10 P.Mî.

Saturday, 4th.-Weather much the sanie as yesterday, prevented us from
putting to sea; but, as the wind and snowdrift had sonewhat abated, I formed
a party for a bear-hunting excursion to the top of the bay, when just as we
were getting our guns ready for starting bruin hinself anticipated our purpose
by suddenly makimg his appearance, and thus saved us a day's buffetting with
this inclement weather. One of the boat's crew having reported him in sight,
on going outside of the tent I saw a fine full-rown bear (Ursus mariimus)
sauntering leisurcly along the beach, about midnway bctween us and a point
towards the entrance to the bay, to which I gave the name of Bear Point. As
his course was direct for the encampnent, I ordered my party within the tent,
to avoid alarming him, whilst I watched his niovements from the door. Bruin,
however, evident1y suspecting that all was not right, suddenly altered his course
to pass inland of the tent, at the back of the shingle ridge above it. Tie instant
he disappeared behind the ridge, I made direct for it, to intercept him, desiring
iny party to be ready with their rifles to cut off his retreat should lie happen
to escape the fire from my old double-barrel, which had, a quarter of a century
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before, been fatal to bruin's race in the Island of Spitzbergen. On my rismng
the ridge, bruin turned his head inland, when, after firing both barrels, the ball
from the second one brought him on his haunches; at the distance of sixty yards
from, me. It, was only for an instant, ;howevér, for he gathered himself up
again,.and retreated towards the beach, evidently mortally wounded-; andiafter
running the gauntlet of a whole volleyof bals from the 'rifles andmuskets of the
boat's crew, who, being too èager and 'excited,.I suppose, fired so hurriedly that
not a bal took effect ; and under their fire lie took to the water, swimming out
into the bay for the distance of two .or three hundred yards, when he -wore
round with his head in shore, unable any longer to make head against the wind,
which was blowing dead on shore. His last efforts to struggle against it must
have beendesperate, for lie had no sooner bore.upthan his huge form.floated
on the water a lifeless mass, just as I was about launching the boat to go in
pursuit of him. After a short interval the wind drifted him on shore about two
hundred yards from our encampment, to which we bore him on the sledge ; and,
cold as it was, set about skinning him immediately; vhen, strange enough, ve
found on examination that my second bail was the only one that had struck
··him, entering about a foot above the insertion of the tail, and an ihh on the
left side of the spine, literally drilling him through, and inaking its exit by the
mouth, splintering two of the canine teeth as it passed out. As a proof of the
extreme tenacity of life in these hardy creatures, this animal had one of the
largest internal arteries divided by the ball in its course, which poured out so
mucl blood that it was streaming from his mouth and nostrils in such a torrent
as to dye the surf around him of a deep crimson colour as we hauled him up
on the beach, and on opening. the body a deluge of the crimson fluid flowed
out. Yet with this deadly wound he managed to run at his usual speed about
two hundred yards to the beach, and then swimn against a head sea for at the
least as great a distance further, making fearful struggles until the moment
of his last gasp for breath.

He measured seven and a half feet in length, was finely moulded, and in
excellent condition. We had a rump steak off him, as an addition to our pem-
mican dinner, and found it infinitely better eating than some of the beef I have
tasted which had been supplied the ship. At midnight the wind veered round
more to the north, witl a dark horizon in thatquarter. Thermometer 26°. Fahr.

Sunday, 5th.-No change in the weather, boisterous as ever, and thermometer
at 26°.-Had bear steaks for breakfast. Read part of the Morning Service to my
party in the tent. Saw several seals swimming about the bay, and another bear
on the floe at its upper end, but not within our reach: I could just make him
out with the aid of my telescope. An ivory gull (Lars eburneus), showing
great confidence, hovered about the remains of bruin during the greater part
of the day,- apparently enjoying a most sumptuous feast. Several glaucus
gulls shyly hovered over in passmng by, but did not venture to ahglit: saw also
a solitary snow bunting.

Night threatening, with a black and lurid sky, still blowing hard, with mucli
surf in the bay. Wind shifted round to its old quarter in the N.W. again, with
the thermometer down to 24°, and bitterly cold.

Monday, 6th. -Rose at 6A.iu. Wind more off the land and somewhat moderated,
with less sea on outside; the young ice at the upper inlet of the bay which had
been broken up by the swell setting on it during the gale, was drifting out past
us in considerable quantity, forming a belt along shore.

Commenced preparations for shifting our encampment into the next bay, as
soon as the swell along shore subsided sufficiently to enable us to get the
boat afloat, and round the headland, the vicinity of which, and summit of Cape
Bowden, I was anxiously desirous of more thoroughly examining than my time
pcrinitted of when outward bound. Erected a cairn upon the ridge where we
had encamped, and deposited beneath it a cylinder containing a record of our
proceedings.

At 10.30 A.M., on the wind and sea going down, wc launched the boat, and
had to row through sludge and brash, intermixed with hard floe pieces of the
bay or young ice, which so impeded the progress of the boat that the crew had
a most laborious hour's pull in getting througli little more than a mile of it.

We landed at our old place of encampiment en-passant to look for the nusk-ox
skull which we had accidentally left there. But the change which the place lad
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undergone during our absence had been so great that we could barely recognize
it. I he heavy seas setting upon this shore during the late almost continuons
succession of north-westerly gales had washed away the old beach, and thrown
ridge upon ridge of shingle higlier up the embankment, bringing the spot where
our tent stood some yards nearer to the water's edge. We could nowhere find
the hornas; they must either have been washed away or buried beneath the con-
fused heaps of shingle and huge hummocks of stranded ice.

At 1 P.r., after rounding Cape M'Bain, we hauled the boat up on a hard
shingly beach, on the north side of Clark Bay, about half way up, and pitched
the tent on a fine dry part of the ridge, on the margin of a frozen lake. Saw
several gulls sitting on the beach; and just as. I landed a solitary raven (Corvus
corax), hovering overhead to reconnoitre our proceedings, fell a victim to his
curiosity. I fired at hin, and lie fell dead upon the surface of the frozen lake.
This bay appears to be a favourite retre4t of the ravens ; we saw several on our
last visit here, but none elsewhere. At 3 P.M. we had our usual warm mess for
dinner, and opened the last gutta-percha case of biscuit. Thrce of our party
having eaten rather too freely of the bear's liver for supper last night, coinplained
to-day of violent headache, which readily yielded to a smart cathartic dose of
medicine.

At 5 r.M. I left the encanpmnent, accompanied by one of my party, on a
searching excursion over the ridges round the bay, to the summit of Cape
Bowden, a distance of about six miles from the tent. Our course lay over a
succession of ridges, and through ravines filled with deep snow, in many places
above the kuees at every step we set, and in the snow drifts crossing some of
the deep hollows even up to the waist. We had to climb one very steep bill,
separated froni Cape Bowden by a deep saddle-like depression, nearly filled by
a frozen lake. We rapidly descended to this, but had another toilsone ascent
up the steep acclivities of the Cape ; and on reaching the summit had to
walk a mile further over deep snow before I found the " Rescue's " cairn,
which stands on the southern ext.renity of the ridge. We reached the spot
at 7 P.M>. I drey from beneath the pile of stones a broken common green quart
bottle, containing a gutta-percha case, enclosing the usual printed notice on
yellow paper left by the searching parties fron the " Lady Franklin" and
" Sophia." I tore a leaf from my memorandum book, and wrote on it
a record of my visit, which I put in, and replaced the bottie in the cairn.
Having taken a rough sketch of the coast, extending from Point Bowdcn to
Cape Spencer, the whole outline of which appearcd displayed beneath as on a
map from this elevation. I commenced my return, and on reaching the extreme
craggy north point of the ridge, I took another sketch of our encampinent on
the other side of Clark Bay, with Cape Grinnell and the headlands scen jutting
out beyond it to the north. The spot on which I stood was a rugged crag,
overhanging Wellington Channel; the chasm or deep gorge which cleft the crag
in two, forming a steep and precipitous descent to the beach below, was in part
treacherously arched over wvith a frail crust of snow, rendering it a dangerous
place to approach in a thick snow-drift, as one false step would hurl the
vanderer headlong into the frowning gulf below. The brown weather-worn

surface of the liniestone strata was so arranged in horizontal layers on cither
side as to resemble reans of brown paper pil ed one above another more than
anything else; as these vertical sections, on which the snow could find no resting-
place, peered froim beneath its otherwise universal covering ofthe land In the
valley beneath lay the still frozen surface of the lake. Looking up channel the
northern horizon presented a very remarkable tint of the deepest indigo blue-
a peculiar tint, I do not recollect ever liaviig scen before, and bounding it like a
narrow band or streak, the sky elsewhere being overcast all round, with the
exception of a wild glare of light which gleamed through the black canopy
shrouding Cornwallis Land on the opposite shore. I heard the lively note of
the snow-bunting, the only indication of life around us in this still and desolate
solitude. We ncither saw bird or beast clse throughout the whole of our
excursion. Occasionally a track of the fox or hare met the eye, and we saw the
footprints of the ptarmnigan (Te/rao lagop us) on the acclivity of Cape Biowden.

After descending from the crag into the valley to the lake beneath, we toiled
up the steep face of the ridge on the other side not a little jaded and fatigued
with the rough and rugged outward journey, and the agrecable prospect befbre
us of a return over the sane course, now with monotony instead of novelty



for companionship. It was now 8 P.M., and we reached the tent at 10 P.M
Thermometer down to 21°. Night foggy, with light airs.

Tuesday, 7th. The wind this morning suddenly shifted round to the S.W.,
accompanied by a fall of snow, which, with a strong breeze blowing, confined
us to the tent until about 5 P.M., when the weather cleared up, but the wind
being against our going down channel, together with some heavy streams of ba
ice in the offing, brought over from the opposite shore by the shift of wind
delayed our departure to-day.

At the time of setting the first watch for the night, the moon appeared in a
bright crescent form, shining forth through an opening in sone light fleecy
clouds, -which were passing across the clear blue ethereal sky; the evening star was
peeping over the ridge at the back of the tent, twinkling with unusual bright-
ness, just above a faint red streak of light which skirted the horizon; and here
and there a star of the first magnitude was just becoming visible in the zenith
and the western portion of the heavens. The thermometer had fallen to 24°.

Wednesday, Sth.-This is the flrst fine day, that we have really had since we
left the ship ; the sun, which for the last three weeks bas been an entire stranger
to us, now shone forth from a clear blue sky. When I registered the thermo-
meter, however, at six o'clock this morning, it was as low as twenty degrees
below the freezing point, having fallen no less than twelve degrees during the
night-from 24° to 12°. The maximum during our voyage of three weeks was
only 31°, minimum 12°, and the mean 21°, never having at any time risen above
the freezing point. The mean of eight days, taken with the aneroid before it
was damaged was 290 54'. It was bitterly cold within the tent, my south-
wester, iîntts, and Esquimaux boots were hard frozen under my head, where
they had formed a substitute for a pillow.

After breakfast ve built our last cairn on the spot of our last bivouac, and
buried beneath it a tin cylinder containing the following record of our pro-
ceedings:-

MEM.-A boat expedition up Wellington Channel in search of Sir John
Franklin. Left Her Majesty's ship "North Star " at Erebus and Terror Bay,
Beechey Island, on Thursday morning the 19th of August, and after a close
examination of Baring Bay by sledging round its shores on the snow, without
finding any opening to the eastward, on returning down channel searched
every bay, inlet, and headland along the coast without discovering any traces of
the lost ships. Enhcamped here on Monday, September 6th, and the boat is now
launching to return to the ship. The weather throughout the whole of this
time has been most tempestuous-continued gales of wind, accompanicd by thick
weather and a short, broken sea with a heavy swell, very dangerous for boats.
The thermometer, which bas never been above the freezing point, fell last niglit
twelve degrees, from 24° to 12° Fahr. The young ice formed in the bay, and
the whole of the land is enveloped in a white iantle of snow. But fbw animals
have been seen, vegetation being very scanty. Traces of the musk ox, liow.
ever, and its horns were found, and three hares seen in this bay. On Saturday
last I shot a large bear on the south side of Griffin Bay.

R. M'CornMcIK, Officer Commanding Party.
Wednesday Morning, Sept. 8th, 1851.
Having struck the tent and stowed the boat, we launched lier at 10.30 A.M.

and made sail vith a fresh and far breeze round Cape Bovden, outside of
which there, was still a shoft broken sea in the channel; but we carried on
through it without taking in a reef. Reached Cape Spencer at 4 P.M., after a
fine passage of five hours and a half, under sail the whole way. Here we hauled
the boat into a small creek between the shingle ridges, and lighting a fire on the
bank of shingle, commenced cooking our dinner, when a boat under sail, and
standing towards us, hove in sight, coming round the point of the shingle spit
which divides Erebus and Terror Bay from Union Bay, and on which the graves
are situated. On reaching us ve found that it was the second gig, in charge
of the sccond master, vith provisions to be left en cache at Cape Osborn; but
she was far too late to have the slightest chance of accomplishmg this object.
Iii mîy own mind I doubted much her reaching even our last place of encamp-
ment, which we left this morning.

The news ve obtained from her of the arrival of Lady Franklin's vessel,
the " Isabel," from England during our absence, having only sailed again this
morning on her homeward voyage, was quite unexpected.
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Iwinged a young silvery gull here (Larus argentatus) which I took on board
with me alive.

As sooti as we.had Anished our dinner we shoved off, and instead of going
round Beechey Island made sail across Union Bay (the winter's floe havmg
cleared oitduring our absence). The moon shone brightly forth jist above the
cairn on the summit of Cape Spencer. Rounding the point of the spit, on
openingthe "North Star," she hoisted.her colours, and we ran up ours; the.
bugle sounded on board, vhich I answered by firing off my gun.

At 8.30 i.hi. ran alongside, when I had the pleasing gratification of .fnding
letters for myself from-home, sent me by my friend Mr. Barrow, of the Adniralty,
together with piles of newspapers brought out for the squadron.

The following is a list of the naines of the crew, selected fromu ten volunteers
who offered to accompany me in H.M. boat " Forlorn Hope ".

Thomas Rands, Mt., 30, Ice-quartermaster.
Edward Milikin, ,, 25, Able scaman.
James Nugent, ,, 27, Able seaman.
Eleazer J. Clark,,, 39, Royal Marines.
George Burns, ,, 25, Able seaman.
John Frost, ,, 23, Do. do.

Of the ,cool, steady, praiscworthy conduct of all, the unanimous good
feeling shown towards each other, and respectful attention to·myself on :all
occasions, I cannot speak too highly. They deserve ny warmest approbation;
and 1 trust; that their meritorious services will not pass unnoticed. Thomas-
Rands I foínd a most able and efficient petty officer. He also gave universal,
satisfaction in serving out our daily rations, 'which I committed to his charge.

R. M'ConMIcx, R.N.

Polar Bear.
.Aretic Fox
Aretie Hare
Leinming
Rliven - -

Ptarmigan -

Greenland Fin
Sandpiper
Little Auk -
Dovekie. -

Red-throated D
Tern - -
Fulmar Petrel
Ivory Gl -
Silvery Gull
Glaucous Guil
Eider Duck -
Pintail Duck
King Duck

LIsT OF GAME KILLED BY R. M'ÇoRmcx, R.N.

- - . Ur- U mantimus

- - - epue laps
- - - - pu orcis - - --- - -

-Gc'nr.»Lhuis lemmfue
- - - oru-corax

- - - Tetrao lago2nts -- --

Ch - - FriniU
- , - - ccbdle

- - - -U7OL1U - - - -

- -ia brunniclii
iver lymbù8 àeVentrionaUM (young)

- -antwc

- - - oceUara glaciali- -·-

- - - -La enimn - - -

- - Len«atu-
- -gtaucn-

- -- a
An- -Usnaac timus z - - -

- - -An ellab - - - -

Total - -

DmENsioNs of the PoIAR BEAn (Male), shot September 4th, 1852,
in Griffin Bay, Wellington Channel.

Feet. Inches.
Length - - - - - - 7 6

Greatest circumference of bo - - - 5 6
Do. do. head - - - 2 8
Do. do. neck - - 3 S

Length of head - - - - - - 1 6

Do. of fore-leg (from shoulder-joint) - 3 2
Circumference of do. - - 2 2
Length of hind-leg (from hip-joint) - - 3 0
Circumference of do. - - · - - 2 0
Length of fore paw · · - - 1 0
Circumference of do. - · - 1 9
Length of hind paw . - -- - - 1 9
Circumference of do. - - - - 1 9

Estimated weight - - - 1,000 lbs.

No.
- 1
-2
-6
- 1-

- 2
- 2)

-4
- 4
- 10

-2
- 1
- 1
-2
- 2
- 2
-1
-9
- 3
- 1

- 60
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CaswaH Tower, from Beechey Island.

CONCLUDiNG REMAuKs on the search for Sir John Franklin, the probable position
of the "Erebus" and " Terror," and fate of their crews.

My experience during the late voyage and winter passed on the very same
spot where .ranklin spent bis, and where all traces of him cease, have most
decidedly confirmed me in the opinion I had ventured to express in my plans of
search some five years ago,-viz.; that the missing expedition passed up the
Wellington Channel into the Polar Sea, and was to be sought amongst the
archipelago of islands and drifting packs of ice with which that sea is most
unquestionably encumbered, and where the search should be made with
efficient well-equipped boats adapted.for encountering the packs of ice, strong
currents, and dangerous intricacies, inseparable from such a navigation,
promising nought else but destruction to sLips. From boats alone could any
hope abe entertained tof a rescue of our gallant countrymen, ere they fell
victims to the combined effects of frost and famine,-for in these two expressive
words, all their privations amay probably be summed up,-and if too late to save
them,,of discovering any traces they may have left behind them.

At that early period of the search IBelieve I stood alone'in this opinion. 'The
general impression was, that the shipshad been arrested in the ice to the south-
wardsand westward of Melville Island; consequently, the main efforts for carry-
ing o'n the search took that direction, There are few perhaps who will now dis-
puteäny vieÏs; or:their o·iginality, whilthe Parliamentary records have secured.

My reasons for coming to the conclusion I then did, need not be recapitulated
here, they having been fully explained in my plans submitted at the time,
and subsequently, in the year 1850-2, accompanied by the first ;proposal
made, for.attempting the search in so high a latitude in an open 'boat, which
I volunteered .to ,conduct. This plan obtained the varm support of the Hy-
drographer, Rear Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, and of Rear Admiral Sir
Edward Parry, (with whon i made my first voyage towards the North Pole,)
who recommended my employment in very favourable terms in their reports of
approval annexed to my pians laid before'Parliament.

I was at last sent out in the "North Star;" but the position I was necessarily
placed in in that ship was not such as to enable me to act in the noble cause in
the way I had hoped, and, being somewhat anomalous, renders it incumbent
on me to be careful that my share in the search is not left open to miscon-
ception. Here I may, therefore, be permitted to draw attention to the fact
that, could I at once have proceeded up the Wellington Channel on the
first arrival of the " North Star," at Beechey Island, on the 8th of August
1852, with my boat's crew of volunteers, instead of being detained until
the I9th of the same month,-by which delay we lost the last eleven fine days
of the season, and best portion of it, in whicl boating operations can be
carried on in those seas, Wellington Channel being as open as the Atlantic,
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as fat as the -eye. could reachfroim the summit of tBeechey, Island, which,
with Gapqe NRiléy(: IL.asceded. dù ìtbe day- of2myrarrdaLJ.xthe. season. .an un-
usùàlly oenomie,;" with-little.r ooiée,,.aiid the Wind blwin'g.fron the suth*ard
and eastwara fr'èshrandsfaii', -theie·was nothing- to have prùeiitedus' from
doubling Cap Sb.:John Fraiklin,. aiid -pioéeèdihg roind by Jones Sundinto
Baffin Bay, before:the north-wésterly gales, set in; which'. atJîa;later-:ieriod we
met with, those winds would have proved fair for our retùi'dow"n-Jones' Sound,
sheltered ntder the Ice of the land, round by Laicaster, Sound: and Barrow
Strait to Beechey. Island, thus completing the circumnavigation -of .NTorth
Devon, and an entire examination of its shores. Subsequentevents[haveprovel
that al this might have been accomplished in the season.

When we were enabled to get away from the ship winter had already, the day
before, set in. After an absence of three weeks exposure to. a succession of
north-westerly, gales, and altogether the most boisterous weather that I ever
before experienced, as described in the preceding narrative,, 1, however,, had
the satisfaction of setting the Baring Bay question at rest; viz., that there is
no communication whatever between that bay and, Jones' Sound.

After niy return I wrote a letter to the commandéi of the expedition early in the
spring, offering to explore Smith Sound into the Polar Ocean as far as the season
would permit of, if I was given the conimand of the " Mary" yacht, a decked
boat of twelve tons, cutter-rigged, and well adapted for such a service; as, in
addition to the greater quantity of provisions and stores which she would stow
for a prolonged search, she would also possess the advantage, of greater safety
in a sea that might endanger an open boat, more especially if deeply laden, as
the " Forlorn Hope" was. My former boat's crew having volunteered to accom-
pany me again, and checrfully expressed their willingness to follow me,wherever
I led thein, it was my intention to have brought the " Mary" across the
Atlantic home, after completing provisions and fuel at some one of the'depôts
at Pond's Bay, or the southern shores of Lancaster Sound, insteadof risking ier
getting beset for the wvinter in the heavy packs with which Barrow Strait vas
filled this seasoi.

My object in the voyage up Smith's Sound was to have inade as near, an
approach to the Pole as the state of the ice would have permitted. I believe
that if ever the North Pole is reached, it will be on the meridian of Smith
Sound.

I may here offer a few suggestions on the probable fate of the missing ships and
.théir crews; having myself entertained sanguine hopes of discovering some
traces of them in the bigher latitudes whicl it was my intention, if possible, to
have reached, had the command of the " Mary" been given me. This, however,
.was declined by the Commodore, and in the answer which I reccived from him
to myoffer, datedon boardthe " Assistance," 26th July 1853, the reason.assigned
was that, "Nothing now remains undone in that vicinity." Every hope of
making myself further useful in the cause being now at an end, I had no other
alternative left me than to return home in the " Phnix," having done all that
it was in my power to do.

There are several ways by vhich a ship may be destroyed-by fire, by
foundering, by collision with ice, or by being driven on shore. Either of the
first two casualties might casily enough happen to a single ship; but as it is in
the highest degrec improbable that two ships should together share the same
fate, these two modes of accounting for the loss of the Polar ships may at once
be disposed of. The third, by collision with ice, carries with it a greater
amount of probability. Even this, however, in the case of the " Erebus" and
" Terror" seems to me a very unlkely catastrophe to have happened to two
ships so strongly built and so well additionally fortified by the stoutest doubling
as those ships were, rendering them capable of resisting an amount of pressure
from ice truly astonishin g, as I can, fromn my own personal observation, vouch
for. Having seen them beset iii the immense packs of ice in the Antarctic seas,
consisting of fibes mostly of great thickness and density, the latter quality being
greatly increased fron the temperature neyer rising above the freezing point
within the Antarctic cirele even at iidsummer, consequently exerting no
thawing influence on those vast fields of ice, which, when put in motion during
the agitation of the great southern ocean by heavy gales, I have often seen the
strength of the'" Erebus" most severely tested between huge dense masses of
blue ice, violently grinding past lier sides, tearing and rolling up lier stout

S2F
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,'opfer sheatlingJikeLao much ladies' durkpaper,whilsteverybeait and timber
inhert have been îcreakin' and f groaning, antd the:rudder almost 'rung .froinits
fastenings. - Aceñvith- w'chthe ,floes audpackswithihi the bays and-straits of
the Arctic circle:can no morer becompared. than the iceon the surface-of the
Serp'entine can with the floesof-Melville Bay., The ouly ice I have ever seen
in the north at all to be compared with the southern packs oc.curs iii-the Spit-
bergen'seas.

S'have entered more -fully upon the effects of ice than I should otherwise
have done, in con sequence of having frequently heard the loss of the " Breadal-
bane", hired transport, cited as an exampile of the loss-of Sir John Franklin's
ships, many persons junping at oncei to the conclusiontha8t the -latter .must have
ben c.ruithcd andingulfed in .the saine summary -wayas the unlucky transport
was. Thetwo cases, however, are widely different. The " Breadalbane", was
known to. be an old vessel, which the owners had not sufficiently doubled or
strengthened, to. enable her to ,resist even a moderate degree of pressure fi'on
two contending floes; the cousequence was, they went through her'bottom, and
she disappeared beneath them within a. quarter of an hour from ;thetime she
was first caught in the "nip," as I was a witness to myself from the deck 'of the
" Phonix," which ship was.in the sane " nip." . ,

The American whaler " M'Lellen" lost in Melville, Bay in the, season oF
1852,-is another instance brought forward in support of-ýthis opinion; but she,
also,, was an. old vorn-out ship, and lier timbers very defective (where the
floetedge caught her aide and stove; lier in., This I saw myself as I:went
on board of her at the time, she having become. a wreck immediately, nuder.the

-bows of the: " North Star," carrying away that vessel's cathead. But to draw
any, comparisoi between those two -vessels and the " Erebus" -ànd • " Terror"
-would be like comparing the cracking, a hollow filbert, with- the hardest ivory
nut.

1uch'has been said about the ships having beei fbrced; out of Erebusand
Terror Bay, and of their having left indications behind themn of a hurried
departure. On what grounds these surmises have been founded it would be
somewhat difficult to divine. I passed a.whole year in that bay, and whatever
may be said to the contrary, I believe it to be utterly impossible that aniy vessel
coùld be driven out of 'it after having once been frozen in - a more safe bay for
wintering in does net exist along the whole line of coast. [ts very fhult lies in
its security, the difficulty in gettiug out again when once within it, as the bay-
floe rarely breaks up before the end of August or beginning of September.
The " North Star" getting on shore there had nothing whatever to do with the
bay, and was an event in no way calculated to compromise its character for
safety. The spot where the " Erebus" and " Terror' laid vas evidently near
its western extremity, in the curve of the bay formed by the shingle ridge, ex-
tending out from Beechey Island on which " the graves" are situâted ; the close
vicinity of the magnetic observatory, the arnourer's fbrge, the washing-place at
the water-course, and the small garden not much farther off, with the cairn
above it-all combined to point out this as the winter quarters of the ships,
and a more secure one could not well have been fixed upon. In fact it
was the only position in this bay in which a ship would be altogether secure
from being driven on shore by any sudden ingress of ice in the autuinu before
the winter's floc was firinly formed; and, as such, could not fail to have been
selected by one of Sir John Franklin's judgment and experience. i saw nothing
whatever in support of the notion that the departure of the ships was a hurried
one, but much to convince me that Franklin and those with hini had not idly
passed their winter here, to which the sites of tents in varions directions, sledge-
tracks, and everything else bore ample testinony.

Further, i am of opinion that sledging-parties froin his ships had been up the
Wellington Channel, and reasoning upon what I know may be 'accomplished
even im midwinter, where energy exists, as in such mien as Franklin and my
laniented friend, that soul of enterprise, the noble-ininded Bellôt, these sledge
journies were very probably extended beyond Cape Lady Franklin--even to the
portal of the Polar Ocean. Their tracks round Cape Spencer in the direction
of, Cape Bowden, clearly point out the course they had in view; here no induce-
ment could be held out to the sportsmn to tarry, there is not even sufficient
game for a single gun, far less to render it an eligible spot for pitching a tent as
a mere shooting station.

The swampy flat, intersected by small lakes and water courses, ini the viciuity
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of Casivàll Tower;is itheonlyý sp-ot where theaveryfew straggling-wild fowl:tfrat
alight in thýissbarrend]imestone-vegion,'on'theirîway<north, arerto-"be- inet',itk;
ahd lhere 1 Ihave followed<Franklin's sledge tracks -over the low shingle ridges in
the direction of the tower, which was doubtless their shooting station: 2The
sledges must haveýpassed in the suimer season when the soil was plastic'enough
to leave impressions of their tracks behin -them. - Caswall tover is an isolàted
precipitous mount, between three and four hundred feet in height, rising from
a plain at the head of Radstock Bay and Gascoigne Cove, which I ascended
but found uothing whatever on its barc flat top, save a solitary lemming; whieh
I-captured. At its base are several circular ancient Esquimaux- encampments,
withm which the wild flowers flourish more luxrriantly than in any other spot
I met with. The distance is about ten miles from the ship.

The greatest mystery of all is, that of no record- having been left of their
sojourn or ,departure; so sanguine was I for a time, that something' might 'turn
up to reward a diligent and persevering search, that I did not rest until I 'hId
closely examined overy foot of ground for inles around; ascen'ding and.descend-
ing every hill and ravine around the bay, and rambling over ýthe mountainlime-
stone table land, far inlaud, till there was iot a rock or ravine on the land, or
hummock of ice on the floe, within a circuit of many miles, that was niot as
familiar to me-as " household words."

Frorm my own experience, throughout a soniewhat more severe winter, per-
haps, than ordinary; I believe that sledge travelling inay be'continued during an
Arctic winter, without much risk or danger being incurred fron the'lowest
temperature; provided care is taken to erect a snow hut, or in cases of emer-
gency whcn no time is to be lost, to cut a deep trench in the snow in time to
secure shelter fi om an approaching gale and snow drift. It must be kept in
mind, that the same degree of cold- which can 'be borne *ithout inconvenience
in a calm cannot he faced without severe frost.bites in a strong breeze of wind.

In thus recordin g my opinion of the practicability of sledge travelling in the
winter season, I have the testinony of those enterprizing Arctic travellers
Kennedy and Bellôt, in ny favour, who during the " Prince Albert's" voyage
practised it most successfully in nid-winter. I also have bad opportunities of
fairly testing the effects of a very low teniperature on my own person on more
than one occasion. My customary walk throughout the winter, whatever the
state of the weather might be, was round Beechey Island, a distance of about
six niles. This I acconplished once whei the thermometer was 54° below
zero on the floe, and to that low temperature I was exposed for two hours,
without feeling any inconvenience fromi it, but there wras little or no wind at
the tiue.

On another occasion I passed a wlhole day and night without food, or shelter,
beyond what the snow-drift afforded, about seven miles froin the ship, having
been overtaken by a dense fog on the open plain when returning from an excur-
sion to Caswall 'Tower, accoinpanied by my friend Dr. Toms, of the "North
Star," and " Erebus" and " Terror," my two Esquimaux dogs. Whèn over-
whelmed by the darkncss of night blending with the fog, and a gale approach-
ing, we cut with a hunting knife a trench in the snow-clad plain, about two féet
deep, and in this truly Arctic bivouac (at all times to bc found) we, with our
canine friends, passed the night, without a tent or other clothing than our usual
walking dress.

The gale which swept over us soon forining a wvbite coverlet of snow-drift,

protected us froin the blast, less than an hour's exposure to the inclemency and
intensity of cold of which would incvitably have ended in our destruction iot
even the dogs would have sarvived it. The thermonieter that night fell to 32°
bclow zero, or 64° below the freezing point. The Fog clearing off sufliciently
to iake out the laind, about (baur o'clock in the morning we started again, nnd
reached the ship between six and seven .I., without having incurred even a frost-
bite, and after an ablution and breakfast, felt as fresh as ever.

I ain, therefore, led to the conclusion, that Sir Johi Franklin's travelling
parties imay have commxenced their journeys up the Wellington Channel, 'with
the first appearance of the sun abovc the horizon early in the imonth of February,
anrd after the discovery that the strait between the lranklin Capes in the Queen's
Channelopenedintoa polir ocean, started with his ships as soon as the bayicebrdke
up, most probably about the first week in Septemuber; and if lie had an open season
vould, with the'aid oF his screw-propellers, run Up the Wellington Channel

within the space of cight-td-forty hours. Then, probably tempted by the broad
2 F 2
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expanse of open water to the northward, or at any rate'absence of land to
obstruct his progress in that direction, lie might reach a very high latitude,
and gain a good offing of the Parry Islands, before lie shaped a south-westerly
course for Behring's Strait. As the season for navigation remaining after the
first of September, would be, however, necessarily a very short one, he was
probably overtaken by wvinter, perhaps some six or seven hundred miles from
Cape Lady Franklin, in a higli latitude, and possibly well to the westward.

Having thus attempted to follow up the track of the unfortunate ships so far,
by something like inductive reasoning, foauded on inferences drawn from a
knowledge of the object they lad- in view, and the most probable events and
incidents likely to beset then in their path to mar its attainment, we now
erter upon a field of speculation, wide enough indeed to fill a volume of itself.
Having already extended these remarks to a greater length than I had intended,
I will wind thein up with a few words on the conclusion I have come to in mny
own mind, as to the fate of our gallant countrymen. Speculative as any opinion
upon this subject, I am aware, must necessarily be, I have not arrived at
mine either prematurely or hastily. No one but those who may have near
relatives in the expedition, can possibly have felt deeper interest in this hapless
search froin first to last than I have, unless it is ny friend Mr. Barrow, whose
untiring exertions and devotion in this noble cause stand unequalled. Various
associations combined to enlist ny own sympathies in this search. They were
my old ships, and engaged in a field of discovery to which I have long been
ardently devoted, and ln which my thoughts have been centred fron my earliest
youth, 'in addition to which there were those on board of both ships who were
well known to me.

My own impression is, that on the closing in of their second winter, the ships
were cither driven into sonie inlet, wherc they may have been blocked up ever
since by the Polar pack, as happened to the Investigator" in Mercy Bay; or
that they have been driven on shore by the strong currents which set from the
north-westward, when helplessly beset in the pack, drifting about in the
narrow straits which separate one island froi another in this Arctic archipelago.

They nay, possibly, have reached even as far west as that large tract of land
whosc mountainous and lofty graiitic peaks were seen by the " Herald," thus
barring their further progress westwardl. But, under amy of these circuimstances,
it does not follow that the lives of those on board would be necessarily involved
in inimediate destruction, even where the ships stranded on some shore. They
would, in all probability, be able to save the greater part of their provisions and
stores (as Sir Edward Parry did in the loss of the " Fury," on Fury beach ; and
which, years afterwards, proved the happy means of preserving the lives of Sir
John Ross and his party). They might.build huts and supply themnselves with fuel
froni tie wreck, and linger out an existence as long ais thei resources lasted. But
here however, reluctantly, must at the saine timne acknowledge, that there would
be but little prospect of adding much to these in tie region in which their disaster
would be likely to happen. In proof of this, I have only to add, that had I
lost my hoat and the provisions whien up the Wellington Channel, mny boat's
crew and my self could not have cxisted-although numbering only seven-on
the produce of our guns, for one month ; and I had two or three good shots in
my party, besides being myself an old sportsman, and rarely threw away a
shot without obtaining sornething for it. Wild fowl, doubtless, migrate to the
verv Pole itself to rear their young; but this occupies only a short period of the
season ; and the supplies to be obtained from su i an uncertain source would
be inadequate even for present wants, far less so to formn a winter's store for a
ship's company.

Sad as the reflection. must be, it is in vain to deny that the time has arrived
whien, indeed, it is "hoping against hope," and which suggested to me the
naine of " Forlorn Hope for my boat. Nearly nine years have now clapsed
since our countrymen left these shores ; and, although I have been to the last one
of the mnost sanguine in mny hopes, I cannot help feeling now, that traces of their
fate is al], unhappily, 1 have too much reason to fear, that remains to be dis-
covered of theni. lut even this in my opinion will never be accomplished by
ships. Nought else than the disastrous fate of the gallant Franklin and his
followers can bc possibly anticipated as the result of any attem >t made by ships.

R. M' "ORMIcK, k.N.



A few SUGGESTIONS on the PRESERVATION of HEALr in Polar Climes.

HAvINo had under consideration the best means of escaping scurvy, and pre-
serving health in the Arctic regions, I deem it my duty to submit the following
brief remarks for the use of future voyagers. In so doing, I shall confine myself
wholly to the results of my own experience during a period of some years passed
in the higher latitudes, feeling confident that attention to the precepts here incul-
cated will secure for those who may follow me as successful an exemption from
scurvy and sickness as have crowned my own efforts, by a rigid adherence to
them.

In the first place, I would unhesitatingly recommend the entire exclusion of
ail kinds of salted meats from the diet ; convinced as I am, from long experience
and close attention to the effects of such food, that it proves, through its indi-
gestibility and deficient iutrient properties, injurious to the systenh, and dete-
riorating the condition of the circulating fluids and secretions generally-inducing
a debilitated habit of body, favourable to the production of scurvy, under
circumstances of privation and exposure, and other exciting influences, calculated
to call it into action. In fact, it is my belief that the origin of every case of
scurvy may be fairly traced to the use of salted meats.

In the present age of inventions and improvements there can be no lack of
substitutes, and excellent ones too, for the liard sait beef and pork, and the whole
category of dried tongues, hams, &e., which constituted the sea stock of bygone
years, when evcry ship in a long voyage, as in Anson's tine, lost great numbers
of the crew.

Now, we have preserved meats, poultry, soups, pemmican, and fresh bacon of
ail kinds. The latter article, which was supplied for the first time to the expe-
dition now out, especially that preserved in tins for the use of travelling parties,
proved the most valuable addition of ail to the scale of Arctic victualling; its
freshness and mildness rendering it easy of digestion, and its fatty quality ren-
dering it highly nutritious by affording a large supply of carbonaceous material
to inake up for the constant vaste occasioncd by the increased exhalation of
carbon which accompanies the activity of the respiration in very low tempera-
turcs of the atnosphere.

The various kinds of vegetables when carefully sclected and preserved are
quite equal to the fresh ones ; more especially the prescrved potato, carrot,
parsnip, turnip, and peas ; and I cannot speak too highly of those bottled fruits,
as the damson, greengage, currant and raspberry, gooscberry, and that perhaps
best of ail antiscorbutic fruit, the cranberry, which is quite equal to the lime
juice in its valuable properties: ail these fruits are quite as good as when first
gathered.

Dried fruits-apples, figs, prunes, raisins, and almonds, &c.-are all objec-
tionable.

The best diluents are tea, coffee, and chocolate, more especially the patent
chocolate which the travelling parties were supplied with in the last expedition.
Of spirits and wines, the less taken the better; good sound malt hiquors are
preferable in all respects, comîbining, as they do, a nutritive with a stimulating
property.

On the subject of clothing I have only to observe that I found the Govern-
ment pilot-cloth suit, with a " sou'-wester," the most generally useful in summer
or winter; but for boating or sledging, in severe wcather, I know of nothing
equal to the Esquimaux seal-skinî dress and fur boots.* A common blanket bag
I have always found far more confortable than a felt one for sleeping in, when
away travelling, with a buffato robe beneath it.

Of medical treatnent, little is required. The bracing effects of a low, dry
temperature, and the absence of ail moisture in the atmnosphere for a large portion
of the ycar, so that iot a cloud can form in the clear blue sky, render catarrhal
and other affections resulting from atmxospierie transitions of rare occurrence.

During the dark and monotonous season of winter, active exercise in the open
air, on the floc or on the land, is the very best preservative of health, aided by
proper attention to diet ; the mind beiung at the sane tiue cngaged im rational

occupations, reading, writing, sketching, or whatever may be the bent of indivi-
dual taste.

Those supplied to the pieditioi by iIr. iichard J of. of o. 1, Unnway Street, Oxford

Street, I believe, gave inuch siatisfaction.
2 F 3
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When sufficient exercise is not taken, and the diet has been too full and
liberal, a congestive state of the internal organs is often the result, attended
with a drowsiness duriig the 'daÿ and -brokè'n rest a tnight."'Tliëè>esirèhedy
I have found in such cases is Ù: sixrain dose df calomel, andl to iilay the dis-
position to vatchfilness; about a scruple of the coiipound ipechcun liä"or Dove'-s
powder, given at bed-time. Loss of appetite, froi vant of tonò à'dnerV ih
the digestive organs, somctiines follows, the, effects of' a long, an d tediòùs winter
in some constitutions. A wineglassfulLof quitiineiv*ine, given twice a day, is'the
nost eflicacious remedy in these cases ; it is best prepared by dissolving about
a scruple of quinine, with the saine quantity of citric acid, in a wineglassful of
water, and then adding it to a bottle of wine, either port or slierry; as may best
suit the occasion.

In conclusion, I have only to add, in confirnation of these vievs, that in'three
voyages which I bave made to the Polar regiong-two to the nortli iuid 9 1lè to
the south, the latte'r of four years' duration;-embracing ûver& possible transition
of climate and exposure, I have never'lost a single life, or eveu had à -cai of
serious sickness or scurvy throughout a period of Polar service falling little shrt
of seven years. 1 1

R. M'CoRMIcK, R.N.

Dr. M'Conmici to Captain Sir E. BEMmCHE1, C.B., H.M.S. " Assistance."

Her Majesty's Ship " North Star," Erebus and Terror Bay,
Sir, 3d March 1853.

I HAvE the. honour to transmit to you a narrative of my boat expedition up
Wellington Channel, and sledge journey round Baring Bay, in search of
Sir John Franklin.

Iaving left the ship on the morning of the 19th of August, and returned on
board again on the night of the Sth of September last, after an absence of
three weeks, during the whole of which time the wcather was nost utifavourable
for boat service, having been tempestuous and overcast in the extrene,-a
succession of north-westerly gales, which, with strong currents, rendered the
navigation of this channel a very dangerous one for boats, and not a place
of shelter between the last bay and Baring Bay.

After a week passed in a most careful searcli of Baring Bay all round, anld
ascending the inland ridges of hills, I neither found an opening to the castward
or a surface practicable for sledging over inland; the whole forning a suc-
cession of steep ridges, with intervening ravines filled with snow, and runining
parallel with the top of the bay.

There was no indication whatever of open water in the vicinity ; the gulls
and other sea-fowl never shaped their course to the eastward.
• Therefore in all probability Jones *ound, instead of conitinning its course to
the westward froimi Baffin Bay, soon trends round to the niorth-west. On my
return down channel I carefully examiied every headland and bay, unhappily
without finding the slightest trace of the nissing ships.

Five of these bays, and several of the iost proninent leilands between
Point Bowden and Cape Osborn, not laid down in the charts, I have availed
iyself of the isual privilege of explorers, and given nanies to them.

M'Iy party rcturned on board in good health; and I have great satisfaction iii
bearing testimony to their exceecding good conduct, and they having volun-
teered to accompany mne again in the spring search, I have herewith to submnit
for yolur consideration my pu'posed plan for carrying out that search.

il your letter of the 13th of August last I was told that the " Assistance"
and " Pionecer" would compicte the searcl of tle Welington Channel, and that
mny course nust be to the castward of this meridian. Sledging, therefore, will
be entirely out of the question, as Lancaster's Sound opens too carly to permit
of travelling over the ice to any distance and back again.

.The boat, however, which I had last (and we have none better adapted.on
board) is wholly inadequate for so long a voyage as the one contemplated,
viz., the exploration i'' Jones and Smith Sounds, more especially as since your
departure Jonunand.er Inglefield, in the " Isabel," has been so fer up both
these sounds as to render it very improbable that a boat, stowing barely a
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month's provisions, could remain out sufficiently long to enable lier to accomplish
anything beyond what he has already done.

The plan, therefore, I have to propose is, that the " Mary" yacht, left by
Admiral Sir John Ross, and now lying here useless, should be placed at my
disposal, with two additional hands, and provisioned for threc months, with a
gutta percha boat (left here by the " Prince Albert") for hauling over the ice,
should the floes in the sounds not have broken up. To start irnunediately after
the return of the party, conveying your authority so to do, and by vhich time
the navigation in Barrow Strait will most probably be open.

I mn, &c.,
R. M'Conmieic, R.N.

P.S. The departure of the sledge parties for the rendezvous depôts, being a
inonth carlier than anticipated, a series of sketches, comprising the headlands
and bays between Beechey Island and Point Hogarth, Baring Bay, (which I
had takei for the purpose of illustrating a track-chart on which they are laid
down frorm compass bearings), nlot being finished, I must reserve for a future
opportunity.-R. M'C.

The SECRETARY OF Tim ADinALTY to Dr. M'CoRMcK, R.N.
Sir, Admiralty, 13th October 1853.

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of tie Admiralty to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your uarrative of an exgedition under your orders in a
boat of H.M. Discovery Ship "North Star,' up the easter'n shore of Wel-
lington Channel and round Baring Bay, for the purpose of discovering traces of
Sir John Franklin's expedition.

My Lords approve of your exertions on this occasion, and of the conduct of
your boat's crew on a service incurring both risk aind hardship, and are satisfied
with the efforts you iade in determining the important question as to there
being any connexion between Baring Bay and Jones Sound.

I am, &c.
Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON.

2 F 4
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