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IVioe Saypings.

Tue wrong we inflict upon others fol-
Tows us like our shadow.

Every accepted prayer is not an imme-
diately answered prayer,

A HaN of integrity will never listen to
any reason against conscienco.

IT is net the fact that a man hasriches
whicn keeps him from the kingdom of
heaven, but the fact that riches have him.

CHuNaX sense csn accomplish muok
without great talents, bnt all the talents
in the world can accomplish very little
without common sense.

CoxqueR thyself. Till theu hast done
+hat thou art & elave ; for it is almost as
well 1o be in subjection to another’s
appetite &s thy own.— Burton.

WWHAT veracity is to specch, Bdelity is
to action. As we ma; safely depend up-
on the word of a truthful man, so we
may safely depend upon tho doings of a
faithfol man.

Savivg sharp things doesn’t pay. It
may gratify your spite at firat, but ib is
bLetter to have fricnds than encmies, and
if you exnnot make people happy, atleast
refrain from adding to their misery.

It is a noticable fact, that whken a
church begias to give liberally to forcign
missions it begins {o increase its gifts to
home work. ** The heart grows rich in
giving.” A loeal-minded, narrow Chris-
tian is to be prayed for.

I7 is most certain that ill-tongues would
be silent if ill-ears were not open; aund
hence it was an apposite saying of the
ancients, that the teller and heavor of
slander rhould both be hanged—the one
by the tongue, and the other by the eara.

I snLpoNM came to a cloze of a week bus
my mind is struck with tho rapidity with
which it has flown. Quickly has it been
told up, but it can never be told again.
I am hastening toward eternity as fast as
time can carry me. O how foolish to be
engrossed by tho world, when I have &
precious soul so worthy of my deep re-
gard! I the thoug it of dying were
oftener before us, sinful things would loso

their deceittul influence.-—Rowland Hi!”

RrveNa is & momentacy triumph, in
which the satisfaction dies at once, and
is succecded by remorse ; whereas forgive-
neas, which is tho noblest of all revenge,
cntails a pecpetual pleasure.

I RAVE been driven many times to my
kuees by the overwhelming conviction
that T had nowhere else to go. My own
wisdom, and that of all about me, scemed
insufficient for 211 that day.—Abrakam
Lincoln.

Ir I am between two moral evils, T will
not have cither. ¢ There is amall choice
in rotten apples.” Tam to reject hoth.
A man is not to le, to =ave from the
neesssity to xtesl: nor to break the Sub-
bath, lest he should not be able to pay
his debts.  Never choose to do wrong.—
Jokn Hall.

“T ExrrceT to pass through this life but
once. If, ihervfore, there be any kind-
ness [ can show, or any good thing I can
ao Lo my 7 Hew haiman beings, let me do
it now. VLe: me not defor nor neglect it,
for * 7 sha/l no! poes this way again.’ ”

ADHERE rigidly and undeviatingly to
truth ; but while you express what is
true, express it in a pleasing manner.
Truth is tho picture, the manner is the
frame that displays it to advantage.

A Branyix graduate of Madras Uni-
versity is reported to have said, “If I
were a missionary I would never argue;
I would simply give the Bible and say,
Read that.”

\ Conquer thyself. Till thou hast done
that thou art a slave ; for it is almost as
well to be in subjection to another’s
appetite as thy own.— Burton.

MAkz a joarney every day to three
mountains. Go to Sinai and see your
sinn; go to Celvary and behold the Lamnb
of God; go to Zion and view the heavenly
city.

1 axt tired of hearing people say that
they prefer to worship God in the fields
in summer, by the side of some babbling
brook. What if they do? We are nof
permitted to live for our own comfort or
pleasure, but for tho glory of God and the
good of the world. Thnited worship in
the sanctuary males the world better.
Therefore wo have no choice in the mat-
ter., Itisour duty to attend the house
of God regularly.—Rev. E. I, Hule.
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To be Rememnbered.

Two facts shonld be kopt clearly in
view by every member and adherent of
our Church in theii' giving vo the schemes
f the Chureh.

1. That the work of the Church in its
various departments is constantly en-
larging. Now work is laid to our hands
to do and if faithful we must do it.

2. Several sources of income whick we
have hitherto enjoyed are now cut off.
Previous to last year we reccived large
grants from both the Free and Establish-
ed Churches in Scotland and the Presby-
terian Church in freland, in aid of our
Home Mission and Supplementing work.
They now think that we should do our
own work and leave them free to aid
newer and more destitute fields, and last
year we received ndthing from Scotland,
and but £50, stg., from Ireland. Thie

" year we can expect nothing and must de-
pend entirely upon our own resources,

One of three results must follow, we
must give more, or borrow, and run the
funds more deeply into debt, or, leave
gome of the work undone.

Surely we will not accept the las,
knowing our duty and doing it not. The
second alternative, going more deeply
into debt, is most unwise, for if the giv-
ing is not sufficiens to carry on the presens
work, what prospect is there that the
giving in the future will suffice for $he
enlarged work of the futuve and pay the
debt incurred. Moreover going into debs
for such purposes is unfair, It is taking
to ourselves the credit of doing Christian
work and meking those who come after
us pay for it. It is ehirking our duty and
borrowing that which we intend others

- .. . R . oatitod
to pay. Theroe is one kind of walking by
faith that God’s word does not warrant,
viz., doing Christian work with borrowed
money in the faith that those who do the
giving next year or the yerr after will
pay our debts. True » faveralle oppor-
tunity may oceur of sending forth a lab-
orer where there may not be funds in
hand to do it, where men should first
seize the opportunity avd then sct them-
selves vigorously to the work of providing
for it. But to shirk our duty and borrow
systematically for our regular work leav-
ing others to pay is dishonest.

Let ours be the first alternative.
Whatsoever our hands find to do, do it
with our might. Bring ye all the tithes
into the store house.

Bhe Canada Tempervance Art.

At its meeting in Kingston in Jufle
last, the General Assembly passed the
following resolution :—

““That the Assembly approve of the
Legislative Prohibition of the liquor
trafficas correct in principle, andepecially
that the Assembly approve of the prinei-
ple of the Carada Temperance Act of
1878, and trust that any amendment
made to it will be in the direction of in-
creased stringency and efiiciency and that
:‘lil retrogressive legislation wiil beavoid-

»

This Act popularly known as the
““Scott” Act, gives every community the
power of deciding by vote of the msjority,
whether or not, intoxicating liquoi= shall
be eold within its bounds. Up to June
30th 1881, three cities and twenty-five
counties in the Dominion had voted upon
it. Of these, ono city and two ¢ “inties
rejected it, while two cities and -venty
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two counties adopted it by an average
majority of threo to one.

The penalties for its violation are much
heavier, and conviction of guilt much
eagicr, than.under any of the liquor laws
hitherto in forco among us. Wherever
it has been tried the testimony of tem-
perance mon is unanimously in its favor.
Many are the testimonies given.as to the
smooth working of the law-itself and its
effectiveness in putting down the liquor
traffic.

. Twenty nine of the foremost citizens of
Frodericton (wheve it has been adopted)
{festify over their signatures that *The
good done by it is appatent to every un-
préjudiced observer. Those who favored

its adoption are highly satisfied with its.

working, and not a few who thought it
doubtful experiment, some even who op-
posed it, are convinced of its power to
check a great evil.” .

~ From Woodstock, N. B, the testimony
is that it has closed all'the liquor shops
and that the present condition of things
stands in marked contrast to ‘that of a
few years ago.

November 9th has been appointed for
the election in Pictou County and it is
hoped that every true lover of his country
fhd his fellow men will embiace the op-
‘portunity of ¥ecording his-vote to drive
out strong drink from-our midst.

" If wine is a-mocker, let.it not remain
to:imock our fathers and brothers .and

-gons. If ab the last.it biteth-like a. ser-,
‘pent and stingeth-like an adder, let. us

tiot nourish itin the bosom of our Country
4o bite, to.poison, to destroy our fellow
men and our children, If mo drunkard
shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, it
is the duty of all, with voice and vote to
rémove from our land this agency of,
Satan, which works so- effectively for-its

master that it captures and sends to-him |

-every year through a drunkards.grave to
o drunkards hell, sixty thousands of our
. Tace.

Lo isgions—Taborers
anted.

‘Wo are threatened with & worse evil
than the want of funds, and: thqt; is- the
want of.active, earnest, devoted men to
do the work of ovangelization at home.
The first want may be met in six months,
o quarter, or a single month, There are
means enough at the present momens in
the bursting barns of our-farmers, to say
nothing of mechanics, merchants, and
professionals, to provide for & large in- |
crease of employed preachers, but where
are the men? '

Of Foreign Missionaries we hive at
present as many in the field.as it would
be-wise to send abroad until the. follow-
ing recommendation of the Maritime
Synod passes from the paper on:which-it
was printed into the life of some consider-
able.portion of thé people :

‘‘ That:all-the office-bearers, ‘members
and adherents -of ‘this. Church ‘be affec-
tionately urged to-cultivate the grace of
Christian libérality by the careful con-
sideration of God's "claims upon their
‘property, and -the practice of frequent
pr’ogorbionate and gratefal .contributions
of;t eir substance to the furtherance of
His cause, and that all of them. who. are
parents be exhorted to train up their
children in- this. respect as wéll as. in
-others, in accordance with the-principles
and p‘recept_s of the Gospel.”

So.500m as that takes place our Foreign

| Missionaries-may bé doubled ; and when

‘otir people and ministers generally’ ém-
Dody this resolution in practice the. in-
crease will be five.or-tenfold.

At present, however, the Foreign Mis-
'sion Board: would not be justified in ac-
cepting-another missionaty; and in vieir
of this fact, Mr. €. D. McLaren, student
of ‘the-third yea¥, hb.sleft for Union Col-
lege, New York, to fiuish his ‘theological
course, and with better prospect of ac-
ceptance, from studying for & session in
ons of their own seminaties; to place kis
services-at the -disposal ‘of the Board of
Foreign Missions of-the American Pres-
byterian.Church,. So for foreign kervice
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it apponrs that we-have one too many,
ard he has to leave his country to get
an appointment to.the heo,thon world from
another church.

But what about supply at home? Let
the following facts reply :

Firsl, At tho last mesting of the Com-
mittee for the distribution of preachers,
presbytories asked for sixteen preachers
to meet ordinary wants. On the list were
twelve, but onewaslocated at thtloBuy,

Newfoundlnnd, and there was notice that
three, Messrs. Thorpe, Roggrs, and
Torbes, would leave this month to take

an extra theological session in Scotland,

reducing the number to one-half of what
was wanted, This deficiency was parti-
ally met, or rather helped, by the services
of two-or three ordained ministers, not
on the,list, but willing to give at least
occasional assistance.

But Secondly. About six actwe carnest
mén are wanted.to be Jocated for a yedr
ot more in as many distinct and special
fields, . The Presbytery of Miramichi
wants two, onefor Metapediaa and vicinity
and ons-for the lumber damps within that

Presbytery.  The Pres'bytery of St: John

is desirous of" employmg one in its large
Home Mission fisld to 1t1nerate and or-
ganize. The Presbytery of Hahfat wishes
two, one forWolfevxlle and Lowex "Horton
and the' othet for La.wrencetown, Cow
Bay and Porter’s Lake.
of Newfoundland asks one fot" B&y of
Islands.

Here are SIX men wanted and not one |

can be spared f from the ordinary supply

requiired by Presbytemes without leaving,

vacant congregations, as Mabora, Noel,
and probably some others hove been al-

ready left. tlns summer Wxth scarcely |

monthly service from probationers ;. and
again the questxon comes up. where are
the men? From what quartér are we to
expect them? - . -
STUDENTS -OF THEOLOGY WANTED !
T.answer the queéstion just asked, with
the reply, the men-are in our Christian
homes, they are to-come from our own

The Presbytery-

familics, How the present urgent nced
is to be mot it is lifficult to say, but it
is almost cexrtain-that it will not -be Sfully
met. Such men as are called for and
wanted.¢annot be quickly obtained.

But the want is ever recurring and pro-
vision must be made to meet it in the
future. Unless wo use the means, and
all means within our power, we are pre-
sumptuous in expecting the desired end.
‘We have.indeed, by efforts past and in
progress, provided the means of education,
but-what have we done to Jend promising
young men to give thomselves to the
work of the mivistry ? How many
parents have shewn o desire to have a
son.éngaged:in Christian work and ‘col-
lege ‘training, with a.view to mxssmnm'y
gerviée:? How many ministers in their
visitations'in families .and schools, have -
watched for the buddings of piety, and
the indications of talent and. speaking
power, with.effort to.pre-engage them for
the Lord's work ? ‘We have rather been
assuming that.because ministers .are not
man-made, that we. have nothing to do
but to wait. And so.it has happened in
f,act,,thqt we have congregations not a
few, which have never furnished a student

. of theology, and there are hundreds of

wea.lthy families who, have never given,
nor.sought to give, a minister to tlie

. Church or to the Lord who bought them,

A good men latelyin-a vacant charge;
which the writer was supplying for &

' day, remarked on learning that there

would be no preachmg next Lord’s day,
“We ha.ve 'nt got enough preachers yet
I think.} No ; have ‘you tried to givea
son to .serve ‘th‘é Lotrd-as a preacher?
“No.” Has the congregation? I °
don’t know—well T think not,” was the
answer ; and-my rejoinder was, and -can
you be surprised at the scarcity of preach-
ers? He changed ‘the subject. There
are-many-in-the Church who would be
silencediby-these: two- questions. Piety,
persevemnce and:prayer, brought fo bear
oh this subject would do much if com-
bined and well directed.

Our congregations and Christ's cause

A
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in: theso Provinces ave sufforing severely
frowm the want of mors young men veady
for work ; aud the friends of Zion should
lay it to heart. May the Lord of the
harvest send forth laborers into the
harvest.
P. G. McGREGOR.
Ha,hfa.(, Oct. 7th, 1881.

gintarzml wl;l‘h‘(] of @atj’ﬁ River
and ZilYerh Congregation.

BY REV. A, B, DICKIE.

The early sottlers of Gay’s River were
of Scotch and Icish extraction and hence
were trai.cd and educated-in Presbyterian
principles. Though deprived of the stated
ordinances of religion, in their adopted
home which they enjoyed in the father-
land, yet ot tu carly period their spiritual
wants received some attention.

About the beginning of the present
century what now comprises the Gay’s
River and Milford congregation number-
ed about twenty families. Unable to sup-
port a minister they were united with
Maitland, Nuel, Shubenacadic, and Low-
or Stewiacke, and formed one charge
known as the congregation of Douglas.

Tn the yenr 1802 Rov, Aloxander Dick
came out from Scotland and was otdained
and. inducted over them on the 21st June,

1803. He travelled over a distriet of -

country upwards-of forty miles:in length
which embraced what is now four congre-
gations. Residing at Maitland and
preaching there one-half of his time the
other Lalf was given to Shubenacadie and
Gay's River, the latter place usualfy-hav.
ing a weuk day servige. Thecomparative-
ly smoyth rouds of the present day were
then unknown hence his mode. of convey-
ance in summer was-the boat or canoe-on
the Shubenacadic River, and in winter
the horse and saddle were used.

As a preacher, Mr. Dick was carnest
and faithful, a man of deep toned.. piety,
who spared nut himself in his Master’s
service. The hardships and toils which

tho pioncers of Presbyterianism had to
undergo are to o large oxtent unknown
to the present genoration of ninisters.
Ho poasessed o good share of physical
strength yet through ardent zealand con-
stant exposure he was at length lnid aside
from active duty.

Sufforing from an attack of pleurisy
from which he never rallied, he died at
Maitland on $he.20th May, 1812, in tho
41st year of his age and the tenth year
of his minietry. He was much beloved
by all., Roman Catholics mourned his
death and in some instances named their
chiidren for him.

The stafPof elders in the upper part of
the congregation was Messrs, William .
Dickie, Robert Pollock, James Moore,
William Cook, and John McGeorge.

After Mr, Dick's death the congre-
gation remained vacant for s period of
four years, and as there were no probas-
ioners to supply vacancies at that time,
sermons were preached at long intervals
by Rev. Hugh Graham of Stewiacke,
Rev. John Brown of Londonderry, and
Dr. McGregor of East River, Pictou.

In the meantinie the oxtensive field
over which Mr. Dick labored.was formed
into two congregations, Maitland, Noel,
Kennetcook, ete., making one chargé;
and Shubenacadie, Gay’s River, and Nine
Mile River another. Over the former
Rev. T. 8. Crowe was settled, and the
latter received the services of the Rev, )
Robert Blackwood. o

Mr. Blackwood wag & native of Kmross
Shire, being born in the estate of Coldm;n
of which hig father was proprietor, In
the spring of 1816 he left his native land
with a view to devote his energies in the
Gospel of Christ, to the service of his
expatricted countrymen-in the state of
Ohio, U. 8. Landing in Halifax in July,
1816, he was persuaded by the fathers of
the Church that there was as much need
of ministerial labor in Nova Scotia as in
Ohio, and he was induced to remain and:
cast in his lot here.r In October he was
inducted and each locality in the congre-
gation enjoyed one-third-of his services,
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Two years after his settlement, 1818, the
first church was built in Gay’s River, and
one 2t Nino Mile River iu the same year,
which still stands and is occupied by Mr.
Layton.

In the performance of his ministerial
dutics Mr. Blackwood had to #ruvol long
journcys on horseback, and kaving con-
siderable medical skill his physical
streugth was often taxed in attending to
the bodily ailments of his people. As a
practitioner he saved them much expense
and in several cases was made the instru-
ment of God in restoricy to health and
strength.

In the pulpit he was exceedingly popu-
lar Leing looked upon as the Agpollos of
the day ; in manner he was kind and
genial, and thus gathered around him a
host of fuiends. During his pastorate
scveral accessions wero made to theelder-
ship but none of them now sarvive.

After laboring in the Gay’s River con-
gregation for a period of twenty-four
years he received and accspted a call from
Tetamagouche and removed on the 1lst
January, 1841.

Another vacancy occurring, appoint-
ments were made from time to time dur-
ing the winter by the Presbytery of Truro.
In the following summer Rev. George
Christie, a licentiate of tlie Presbytery of
Pictcu, was sent to supply them. His
Iabors proving very acceptable to the
people a unanimous call was given him
which he accepted and was ordained in
February, 1842,

At the time of his scitlement Nin.
Mile River section was united with the
Gore and Kennetcook to form a new con-
gregation. The three sections remaining
received an equal share of Mr. Christie’s
services until at the end of three years
Lower Stewiacke fecling unable io pay
one-third of the salary Gay's River as-
sumed and paid the half,

In the first year after his settlement a
church was built at Shulenacadie on the
site where the present edifice now stands
and shortly afterwards the first church
was crected in Lower Stewiacke,

As o pastor he was faithful in the dis-
charge of his duties, rightly dividing the
Word of Truth, oxcclling in family visi-
tation, and in condueting diots of exami-
nation. Under his seven years ministry
tho congregation prospered, and in 1843
had a communion roll of 245 and » Pres-
byterian population of eight hungdred and
seventy-five,

In the year 1849 he rccoived and ac-
copted a call from the congrogation of
Yarmouth and early in July lett Shuben
acadie, leavmg behind many sad hearts,
Four accessions wroro made to the clder-
ship whilst’ ho was Moderator of the
Sesaion, viz., Job Dart, John Williams,
John Frame, and Erekiel Pollock, all of
whom Mr. Christie survives.

The congregation again became vacant
and continued so for about two years, yet
was pretty regularly eupphed by Presby-
tery.

On the 81st Auguat, 1851, Rev. David
Honeyman was sottled over thembut only
remained for three ycars when he remov-
ed to Antigonish. There are now two
elders living who were elected in 1853
near the cloze of his ministry, Mr. Cam-
cron McDonald now the father of the
Gay's River Session, and Mr. William
Landells ruling elder inSt., Jokn’s Church,
Halifax.

In the summer of 1850 & call was given
the Rev. James Mclean who was then
laboring in Mabou, C. B. Being accept-
ed by bim he wag inducted on the 4th
Docember of that year. For 17 years
*fr. McLean wrought hard and labored
faithfully, often holding three diets of
worship each Sabbath. He also gave a
great deal of attention to Bible Classes
and Prayer Meetmgs and did much to
consolidate the congregation. In tho
third year of his ministry, 1858, a new
church was built at Gay’s River, just 40
years from the date of the first building.
It stands on one of the prattiest sites in
the Province. The burial ground, Cod’s
acre, is rapidly filling with risen mounds.

In the year 1872 a.division was eflected
in the congregation. Shubenacadie and
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Lower Stewincke wero formed into one
charge, Gay's River and Milford into an-
other, Mr. McLean vemaining at Shuben-
acadio until his romoval to Londonderry.

For two years and eight months the
new congregation continued vacant. Bo-
ing twice disappointed in their choico of
pastors they at length obtained the ser-
vices of Rev, I3, Scott who was ordained
on tho 20th Septembor, 1875, At the
end of threo years he recoived and accopt-
ed o call from the United Church, New
Glasgow. Though a short ministry it
was o prosperous and successful ono. A
manso was built, eighty-seven additions
mado to tho communion roll and about
four hundred dollars raised for the schemes
of the Church. The death roll was also
unusually large duwring his ministry
averaging one every threo weeks.

On the 27th April, 1879, Rev. A. B.
Dickie was inducted over the congrogation
and still continues its pastor.

MILFORD,

Formerly this locality was called Upper
Shubenacadie. After the construction
of the railway a station was built called
Wickwire station to distinguish it from
Shubenacadie proper and by this name
the settlement was afterward known. In
the winter of 1860 or 70 o debating socicty
was formed and one of the first subjects
discussed was a new name for the locality.
A number being suggested Milford was
at length chosen and finnlly adopted.

Previous to the formation of the new
congregation the Presbyterian families
residing at Milford worshipped at Shuben.
ecadie. In 1860 they numbered about
cight families who travelled from three
to eight miles to church and contributed
abont twenty dollars to the support of
the Gospel. About that year Mr., M-
Lean gave an occasional service at the
school house in the Barney's Brook section
and afterward preached regularly in the
drill shed, Intheyear 1867 it was agreed
to erect a church which was finished the
following year. Steps were then taken
to form a new congregation which resulted

inounionbetvreen @ny’s Riverand Milford,

At tho time of Mr. Scott’s sottloment
thore wore fifty; two communicants in this
section of the congregation increased by
sixteen at the dato of his removal.

Thoe communicants throughout the
whole congregation now number 267 and
tho Session roll” contains the names of
nine elders.

Hlustrated Afissionary Nows (monthly
75 cents per annum, or St for 18 months,
D. McGregor, Halifax.) This is one of'
the most entertaining, attractive, and
instructive periodicals of the day. Its
bound volumes at the end of the yecar
would form one of the best picture books
we could provide for our children, The
Scptember number like all the others
containg *‘Missionary intelligence from
all parts of the world.” The illustrations
are, No. 1 *‘Red Indian on the look out.”
No. 2 “Temples of the king at Ulwur,”
(India) No. 3 *“ Native of Caroline Islands
in War Costume. No. 4 “‘Japanese Ferry
Boat” of an ancient style, being drawn
by six men swimming. No. § ** Peruvian
Indian and Squkw.” “We need only refer
to the opening article-which contains an
account of Gospel Mission Worke among;
the Robbers of Zeitoon, Turkey. This.
town numbers several thousand, among
whom, living in one part of the town are
200 robbers.  In the midstof the thieves
district of the town are now established,
¢¢ Preaching services on Sunday, a day
school for boys and an evening school for
young men,” \

NEearLy one-third of the inhabitants
of the world live in China, and the pop-
ulation is still on the increase. But for
occasional famines and pestilences, they
would probably by this time have half
filled tho carth. When a girl is born in
China, her parents too often determine to
destroy her. They sometimes throw
their off-spring into empty pits; float
them off on some river In a basket ; or
adopt some more cruel means to tdke
away their lives, and thus, as they sup-
pose, deliver them from the evils of life.
‘These child-murders are looked on by the
heathen as proofs of pareatal affection?
Strange proofs of love are these! The
Christian Chinese, however, shew much
natural affection. Mr. J. H. Taylor, and
the wives of the China Inland Mission-
aries in the far interior, have rescued
many a Chinese babe from destruction,
and are now establishing orphan homes
for some of the helpless little ones who
lost all their kith and kin in the late
terrible famine.—N. Y. E.
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Ehrigting Giving and ito Beonlt.

D )

‘‘Honor the Lord with thy substance
and with tho first fruits of all thine in-
creage” is the Divine commaund; ¢ So
shall thy barus be filled with plenty and
thy presses shall burst out with new wine”
is the Divine promise linked to tho com-
mand. In obeying the command we are
but returning a.little of His own, *The
silver and the gold are His, and the cattle
on o thousand hills,”—** The earth is the
Lord’s and the fulness thereof.” What
wo have is entrusted to us to use wisely
and well, and from each one of us will
He soon require an account of our stoward-
ship.

THE MOTIVE IN GIVING.

““Honor the Lord.” To do this we
must give in faith. Both Cain and Abel
brought offerings perhaps equal in value,
but Cain’s sacrifice did not honor the
Lord. To Cainand to his offering the
Lord had not respect, There was no
{aith, and whatsoever is not of faith is
sin.  **By faith Abel offered.a more ex-
cellent sacrifice than Cain.”

‘We must give in humility, from grati-
tude and not for the praice of men. The
Pharisees gave that they might be seen of
men. They sought to horor themsclves
-andnot the Lord.

‘We must give as an act of worship.
¢““Come into My courts and bring an of-
fering with you.” To bring the offering
and present it in an acceptable manner
iz as really an act of worship as to come
into His courts to sing His praise, read
His word or supplicate His mercy. If
from selfish motives men keep back the
-offering how can they worship acceptably.

Giving should be in proportion to what

He has given us. To whom He giveth

little from them He expects but little,
to whom much is given from them much
is required,—We should give regularly
and systematically. As long as God
gives to us and in like proportion as He
gives to us does our obligation remain to
return a part of His own to Him.

THE FIRST FRUITS.

Ho plainly tells us that the particular
part of the substance with whioh weare to
honor Him is the first fruits, This lan-
guago whilo roferring primarily to hus-
bandmen applies to all. The first fraits
are the first part,given to God out of our
income, no matter whethor wo be farm-
ors, thechanics, ministers, or morchants.
The minister receives his quarter’s salary,
the first portion out of it laid aside for
God, for religions and benoevolent objects.
The first part of the merchants income
or the mechanic’s wages, the first of the
producs of the farmer’s dairy or loom is
as really first fruits as the firat bushel of
corn from the bin or the first lamb from
the flock.

There is something very significant in
the term first fruits. The first is gener-
ally the best and nothing else will honor
Him. FHow many leave God’s share to
the Iast. They are not sure whether they
have anything for Him or not, They
must have all their own desires gratified
and then if there is anything left, well,
if not, He must go without. Is it any
wonder that such people are spiritunlly
and often materially poor.

HOW MGCH SHOULD WE GIVE?

That must be left to every man’s con-
science. Giving is an act of worship and
Like all other acts of worship it is free.
There can be no law laid down as to how
much men should pray or read God’s
word, neither can there be &3 to what
proportion all should give.

Under the Old Testament despensation
religious duties were minutely preseribed.
A certain number of fasts wero to be ob-
gerved, a certain number of sacrifices of-
fered, and a certain proportion given to
God. Now we are fres, not from the ob-
ligation to perform these duties, but as
to the particular way in which they shall
bo performed. Bub, reascning from
analogy, surely no less should be given
by those who enjoy the light of gospel
times thap by the Jews who were less
highly favored. Maxry do give a tenth
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and prosper and thus is fullled the
promise,

‘““TOY BARNS SHALL BE FILLED WITH
PLENTY and thy presses shall burst out
with new wine.” Individuals, families,
congregations that have honored the
Lord with their eubstance bave always
been blessed and prospeyed. True there
are those who inerease in substance and
do not honor the Lord with it. But be-
cause they grow rich they are not neces-
sarily prospered. Their hearts are set
on wealth and God permits them to get
what they desire but their wealth is to
them a curse.

In the history of the Jews we find a
striking illustration of this truth we have
been considering. They were required
to give largely for religious purposes,
one-tenth to God in sacrifice and temple
service, ete. And as the tribe of Levi
were given no inheritance, the land being
all given to the other tribes, who were
in return to give a tenth {0 tho Levites
for their support, every pivas Jew thus
gove one-fifth of his income. Do any
think or say, what a burden ! How poor
it would make them ! Not so, they had
abundance. As long as they honored the
Lord with their substance, their store-
houses were literally filled with plenty.

But follow their history., After a time
they became worldly, selfish, greedy.
They neglected the Levites, whose share
of the land thoy had, they neglected their
tithes to the service of God. They did
not bring the first fruits to Him but gave
Him the last, the refuse, the Iame, the
torn, the maimed, that which was no
good to themselves. What now? Did
they grow rich in substance? Just the
reverse; they wers poor. The blight,
the rust, the mildew spoiled the standing
gra.n, the locusts ate up all the green
fruits, the grapes fell before they were
ripe, the flocks were cut off from the fold
and the herds died in the stall. God's
judgments were heavy because of their
sin of withholding from Him His just

' due.

What a lesson! How slow the Chris-
tian world is to learn it. Isnot God al-
ways the same? Is not this sin as abhor-
rent to Him-to-day us it wasin the days
of Terael ? . And will He not visit the sin
with the same judgements to-day that
He did then? No thoughtful person can
read the history of God’s dealings with
His ancient people and not be forced to
the conclusion that similar judgements
are abroad in the earth to-day for similar
sins,

Let us honor the Lord by giving Him
our hearts and our lives.. Let us honor
Him in our thoughts, words,.deeds, honor
Him with our substance and He will
honor us in the presentlife and-abundant-
1y honor us with a place at Hisright hand
in His heavenly kingdom,

. T. H. M.

—

The Crigio i Japawn.

The wonderful story of New Japan has
ot yet ccased to charm and interest the
world. It is one of the romances of
modern history -and modern missions,
The.revolution has been 20 :sudden and
complete, and the breaking away from
old ideas and customs so radical, that
wise and observant Christians have watoh-
cd with painful solicitude to see whether
trae Christian culture or godless science,
and philosophy should give direction to
the newly awakened and plastic mind and
character of thisintelligent people. There .
has been much to encourage andre-pssureg
many of the principal schools are under
the care of Christian men ; many of the
leading men are themselves favorable tb
Churistianity, and some-of them have been
éducated in Enrope and America; the
progress of Christianity has been more
rapid-than in any other EasternCountry;
o, Christien literatare is gradually grow-
isg up; the New Testament is now
translated into Japanese and iscirculated
by tens of thousands of copies3 and dur-
ing the past year there have been some

uite remarkable popular movements in
the direction of Christianity. As many
as four thousand persons have met for a
whole day in the open air in Tokio to dis-
cuss the Christian religion, a company of
educated natives haveinvited the mission-
ary at Kobe to give.a publiclecturein the
theatre, and other instances of widespread
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popular intorest in the new faith have
occmred. So strong is the native dread
of the new religion™ that socvieties bave
been organized iu which the members
bind themselves under zolemn oati never
to embrace Christianity. The homage of
fear is often as siynificant as love. At
the same tima thers is no doubt that
sce}\timl litercture
and ezgerly read, nud that the vevival of
culture aad education is far from being
Cheistion. I is an hour in Japan when
etecpal 1ssues hang upon the education of
a-single generaiion. ~Miss Bird, the gift-
ed authores of Unbeaten L'rocks in Japan,
the most recent work on that country,
and one of great intevest and freshmess,
closes ho. second volume with this strik-
ing picture of the velizious situation :

“Of the shadows which hang upon the
horizon of Japan, the darkest, to my
thinking, arises from the fact that.she is
making the attempt, for the first time in
her history, to-secure the fruits of Chris-
tinnity without transplomting the treo
from which they spring. The nation is
sunk jn immorality. e millstone of
Orientalism hangs xound . her neck in the
race in which she has started, and her
progress is political and intellectmal rather
thau mural; in other wouds, as regacds
the highest destiny of man, individually
or collectively, it is.at present o failure.
The great hope for her is that she may
grasp the truth and purity of primitive
Christinnity, as teught by the lips and
life of onr Lord Jesus Christ, as.resolute-
1y as she hesgrasped our atrts and sciences;
and that, in the reception of Christizuity,
with its true piiucipies of manliness and
national greziness, she may become, In
the highest sense, “The Laad of the Ris-
ing Sun,’ and the light of Eastern Asia.”
—Qospel in oll Londs. - :

& BudAPist Iiviests Eonfen:
o,

Mr. Roberts, of Kalgua, sends to the
Mission Booms of the American Board
the following confession from a nowly-
convertsd Buddhiss priest ¢

3 repeut wid deep regeets ; my pur-
poses hitherto have been all in vain. I
cud rayself ¢if ivom all the naimral roJa<
tion: of Life, and baeame o Duddbist for
the soke of obtaining my daily food. I
left my home axd became a paest o
than twenty years ago. I have bheen
tossed to wnl foo with no one to-trast in,
and huve paszed my time in voin, Al
though in outward appearance I hed cut

13 willy coeunlated
i

myself off from the world, my heart wos
not freed fromn worldliness, but was full
of evil passiony, defiled and impure. My
desives were those of a fool, I'loved that
which I ought not, and thereby my soul
became darkened, and I committed sins
according to all my foolixh impulses. I
am now over fifty years of age, the weak-
ness of old ago is coming upon my body,
death is approaching, and heil appears 1n
sight. I weep, I ery, I grieve, L moun;
I repent with relf-abhorrence ; the eriors
and sins of my life hitheito are more than
my mouth can utter. I prostrate myself
and heseech Jesus to teach me how tolivae
aright. I trust inthe Saviour to forgive
my sins and remove my trensgressions. I
wish to be baptized, to join the chuveh,

| to keep the Ten Commandments, and

never to alter my course solong asIshall

. live ; that my soul may be saved, by the

merey of-God, and that I may attain to
eternal life, which will satisfy all my
longings.

*Ia the veign of Kuang Hsii, the sizth
year, the eighth month, the thirteenth day
(September 17, 1880), 1, & priest, Chih,
L, by name, worship and declare.”

Can we find a Christian who, after
twenty years of dsvoub service in his
Master’s cause, wishes to-make o similur
confession, and leave Christfor Buddhism?

I I Had Tnowin”

Not long since we met a lady whese
sad face told the story of great mental
cuffering. Entering into conversation
with her we found'her bowed down be-
reath the weight of a sorrow from which
there seemed to be no relief. She gaid :

*“The Lord has laid hie hand very
heary upon me.  He has taken from me:
the light of my eyes ard the staff of my
old.age.” i

And then, in a few words, she told of
the death of o son, a prowixing lad, after
an-illness of only'a few hours, and con-
cluded by saying :

«“Q), if I had oily Enown he might die,
how differently would I have trained him!
He veceived no religious education. I
have been so-absorLed in gaining the meat
that perisheth that I heve neglected the
more important eternal things. O, if I
had oniy kmawn P

This ciperience speaks for ilself, We
uced udd et 2 word of warning toall who
Lave L their hands the training ond wel-
fore of yovng iImmortel souls. 0, see to
it, dear friends, that your children are .
early ta}lglxt the way of life through

e
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Jerus, the only Saviour, Seek first the
riches of the kingdom above for yourself
an’ them, and-God will provide for the

meaner thingd of this earthly life. DBut -

if you noglect to secure these truo riches,

what have you in store for timé. to come |

It self-condemnation and the bitter cry,
¢, if I had known {"

&z Galcatin Gase,

——

An American missionary writes :

Last Monday the suit which had been
peunding some time was decided:in favor
" of the missionaries ; and it miy not be
oub of place to give:a resume of what has
happened.

In Aprilone or two slight disturbances
occurred—nothing new under tho sun—
in connection Vitﬁ the street preaching;
and:the hew commissioner of polics, Mr.

Harrison, with more ofhiaststhan ‘wisdom, .

issued sn order prohibiting prcach’i_nf in
the squares szcept by those licemsed’ by

member of the zunicipal council, moved

ihat “no pmuchin% bo allowed in-any of |

tize public:nquares, . .
Various. reasons ave assigned for thiy

oplgoaiﬁon. The.prevalent opinion seams
to 3

e that- it arode chisdy from: conser:
vative {orthodox) Hindaos, yrho ara nata-
a1y opposed to the spread of Christianity
Ia their midst-and would be glad to- ses
the missionaries silenced. Besides, thers
ate not wanting Furopean officials who
caie-but little-for Chriatianivy, and. in- a
case lika this ars net averse to ‘aking the
pa.s of $he Hindoos. i3
wmissionsr is a Roman Catholic; bud iy is
Leleved he has not been inflasnced by

L3s 1eliglous prejudicos in what. he has-
However originated, $he opposi-

do..e.

ton was very sctive and pronounced and

the two. parties were soon arrayed againes

each other, -

Op the first day of May thé. mission-
arics were intorrupted by:the §olice, ard
“?..l.wn May 9, dut refaeed to bastopped.
.y 8, a Missiahary Conference was E:Iil
~n | the fo'lowing resolution was adopt-
el
apily for personal ,g'_\:rmission to preach

t tho piaces of public resort where we -

lave a common right %0 be, and <chere
$he publie trefic and convenienos will
no: be interfered with by our preaching.”

The commissioner issued & second order
an ¥ the miesionaries for the purpose of
tesring {ts-legality, believing themselves
to Lo in the right, disobeyed and resum:

cd preaching, the conzequenco of whick

Tho police com.'

*‘That we respecifully decline te:

that was summonses were served u}mn*
five of ¥them—Reva. Mesara. Korry, Mac-
donald, Bamford, James and Jobnsori—
and the case camo up for trial. Affer
considerablo dolay it was heard : the pro-
secution utterly failed %o  make out .its
cave, and the bonch of -magistrates (con-
sisting of & Hindoo,.» Mobammedan, and
two ropeans) unanimously decided:
decided.that the police commissioner had.
exceeded his authority and dismissced the
siit. The prosecntion attempted to prove

that that the public.preaching was pro- -

ductivo of disturbances, and. that it <was:
not liked by the nntives. o
Mispionaries.in sll parts .of India are

_rejoicing ovér this victory. HBed the suit

been decided dthervrisqit wouldhave been
carried nod odly %o the highest conrts

“hers, bat 20 thé: supreme puthorify in

England, After having for years tho tin-
Guesticned. privilege. of preaching in the
strosth, the missioparies would mob will-
ingly 2o this right intérfefed with ; and

-all Englan@ would havé supported them.

him; while a conservative Hindoo, 8|

Tan Workis Mor’s Lor&’s Days Rest
Asnsociation, of Bodford tow, Tondon,

. Bnglend, has just issued an-appeal tothe

g.‘:‘}.’ﬁ?» prioted on » large six-shech
ouble-crow bill, as follows: . * The
Sibbath wad madefor man. Why et
for thd railway han? Why not for the
cab, omsibus and tramwaymen ? Thon:
ovnds of these working mon have-po -day
of rest. ‘They work ten to eighteen houra
a day-teven days a-week, Englishmen!
do-notenslave youdr fellow.men by em-
ploying.chem is mesdléss Sunday work.
f-you-wenl8 nos like: 10 work yourselves
-on Sundafe, dén’s make others wotk. for

on-on:that day.” The opinion .of the
ats Beaconsfield is quoted. Hesaid: “Of
all Divine iscitasons She most Tivine is
Aheb which sécares.z day-of rest-for man.
T'hold'ih to he-the most veluable blessing
ovor:concedsd:fo Tan,  This the corner-
stone of eivilizadion, sod its’ removal
mighteven'sffést thehealth of the people.”
Mr. Gladstore's.opision is aleo given, ss

-follows: ¢ Tha'teligious observance of

Sunday is's main. prop of tho religions

. charactar-of $he couniry. From amoral,

social'and ?hyxﬁcal" _point of-view, the ob-
servarice 0f.Sun
connequencs:=:Can. Pres

Tar “Goipal in Al Lands” says :
“‘Japan, with 800 atheist students in her

- Notional University, and not a single
. Chnistiag, waits:to choose begween Her-
" bort:Spencér and. Jesits -Christ, Chine,

with evéry avegue opening-to the ¢fins

Sunday is a-duty of absolute

2wy
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0 nnd culburo of the world, waits to : g,
B e e oy s | Sor b2 ﬁ’iﬁ‘fﬁ Bropl

is listening with one ear to Deism and
Chunder Sen, with the othor to the Goa-

1. Prance and Ytaly mnot either be
gi'omsta.nt or Infidel. Africa’s glorious
interior will soon be one vast o of
commercigl posts. Shall the infamous
trader make them darker blots on that
darlk continent than even the shrines of
Fetishiam, or shall the Christian mission-
ary convert them into boacon-lights for
benighted races? There io scaxcely a
nation not yet Christian: of which it is
nof true that the remaining twenty years
seem to be the very pivot of its destiny.”

THE more sound our -sxperience, the
more quiet our piety, themora shall we
understand that ** this Is the will of God,
-even our sanctification.” This is the
heaven we desire. 'We shall love it aad
exult in it in proportion-as we love God
and exult in God. Hereln *‘the children
of God bave-a supreme taste for likeness
to-God ”’; this-is their chosen blessedness.
"The children of.the Devil have no such
taste. They desiro the inoidental benefits
of religion ; such as escape from hell, and
drom the dread of it, also support snd
oonsolations under sorrows of life; but
they must own that renovation of nature
.and the restored image of God, awaken

. noge of their sexgsﬁb%iti&. The soul that
is born again is filled with tations,
which, hgs?;er undefined, a;%ecat once
spiritual and glorious. ¢t Beloved, now
are we the sons of God, and i% doth not

' Et appear what we chall be; but we

ow that when He shall appear we shall
be like Him, for we shall see Him 25 He
18.”—Dr. J. W. Alexander.

A rrrie gitl was lying tn bod eo il
that her disease had taken away her
sight. Her teacher went o ses her, and
said, “Are you quite blind, Maryi”
“‘Yes,” she replied ; but I can sed Jesus,”

‘- How do you see Jesus.,® ** With the
eye of my heart,”
.

The average of ministeriat wapport in
the United Presbyterian Church in Scot-
land has reached $1180—the highest in
any church in Great Brinds.

DEar Bozs.—What are you going to
be, farmers, lawers, mechanics, doctors,
printers, sailors, merchants, ministers ?
Whatever trade or profession you choose
take God with you and all will be well.
But I wish you to remember in your
choosing, theneed there is of more minis~
ters. Who.among you will give hia life
to God in this work.

3

A Little Child’s Offering,

——

A littlo girl seven years old died imr
Philadelphia.a year or two ago. When
the doctor told her that she could not
live, she bade her mother send for the
_qutor of the church, and gave him her

ittle savings’ bank, “Open it,” she.
said, Thers were four dollars and a few
cents. *“Take them,” said the child,
“ and build a church for poor people.
Poorpeople, mind, who sit in the back
seats of our church. They mus$ not pay
anything, Iwantealltheseats to be free.’
The clergyman took the money. ‘Mz
child,” he said solemnly, *¢i% shall be
done, with God’s help.” "When thie child
was dead he placed her little bank and
the pittance it contained on the pulpit,
and told her story. Tears were in eve-y
eve. Ons wealthy man after another
came forward with hi> offering. Chil-
dren came, women algo, and the poor
with their mites. A week or two ago,
the completed church, ready for its poor
occupants, was dedicated to the service
of that Cod who willed that the widow’s
mite and the poor child’s offering sheuld
not fail of their errand.—Selected.

Never Draw Back.

The first Sunday in Advent, a peasant,
on leaving the churéh, went over in his
mind the sermon he had just heard, The
minister had preached on tho entrance of
our Lord into Jerusalem, and pictured
the happiness that"the possessor of the
ass ana the colt must have felt in having
them used by our Saviour.

Our friend~y who:also had a horse in his
stoble, said To himself, ‘It is certain
that if our Lord Jesus was still on earth,
T-would offer Him my horse with all my
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heart-” When, on leaving the church,
hie was throwing his copper into the
})lute. he saw on the coin the figure of a
wr=0 at Yull gallop. (Lhis is the stamp
of all the Brunswick money.) A thoughi
crossed his mind, ** All the horses that I
find from this time ih my pockot shall be
conseerated to my Saviour, and devoted
to the missions.”

Xv sooner said than “one,
day our friend gladly gave all the copper
eomns on which hie saw a hovse, though it
seemed to him that never in his life L.
fore had he so many of this kind; and
when he discovored some time after that
silver coins «lso bore this image, he did
not swerve from his resolution. Things
went on in this way for about seven
months. One day he took o pig to the
neighbouring town.  He sold it, and ob-
tained a good price for it, The buscher
gave him the money, and he saw with

leasure & gold coin shining in his hand.
Dut, oh ! whatamisfortune! he perceived
the fatal effigy of o hovse at fuﬁ’ gallop.
Sacrifice that horse to the Lord ! No;
that was too much to ask. He had not
the least idea when he made the promise
that money of this sort existed. He
slipped the gold piece into his poclket,
but conscience gave him no rest. He
took is out again, he examined it, bal-
aaced it in his hand ; but the littie horse
wonld not quit hig place. All at once he
perceived twro words engraved below the
apimal—** Nurqaam vetrorsum .’ bud as
he had never learnt Latin, he was no
wiser than before. He thought, however,
perhups these words would relieve him.
irom Lis embarrassinent, so at once he
went to his clergyman,  Without tolling
his scrugles, he begged him to translate
<he two words engraven under the horse.
¢ Thht is very easy, my friend,” said the
minister ;¢ those words, ¢ XNunguam
o trorswin,” mean, ‘Never draw back.”™
¢ peasant stopped, and veflected.
“Thatis for me; I am decided now.
Siaee I began with the copper horse, and
went on to the silver horse, I will not
draw back from my promise from love to
a gold one,  Never drow back ™ Sosey-
fug, bhe gave his gold horse to the
Missions,—ZLranslated from the French,

Teach Children the Proverbs.

The writer of these lines, in looking
bich wver the teachizgs of his early life,
durives to record the fact that vo no oue
thing is he move indebted than to the
. memorizing, when a child, of some of the

!

From this

excellent instruotions in the book of
“Proverbs.,” On Sabbath afternoon it

was the custom.of 2 beloved mother to
have us repeat after her one of theze Pro-
verbs until we.were faniliar with it, and
could recite it after her without the mis-
take of a word. The Sabbath following,
before learning the new voe, those zﬁ
rewly committed were agaiil vepeated,
and thus quite a number of these admir-
able counsels to the young were treasured
up in the storchouge of memory. In due
season wuecy entered into the very being
of our life, Thoy had raore tn do with
the formation 0° tiionght and feeling, of
sentiment and act, than ali other reading
and books combined. They -powerfully
restiained from wrong-doing and wonder-
fully incited to all good. W¢ recall an
instance of this. Shortly after leaving
home, when in the new and trying scenes
of college life—just on the point of heing
carried away by the temptations of god-

less associates—the timely caution of the

proverd was recalled to ourmind 1 * XMy
son, Y sinuers entice thee, consent thownot.”
At once the spell-of evil was broken, and
sve escaped as a bicd oub of the snare of
the fowler. o "
Not o few of these *“proverls ” velated
to othets, and to the treatment and bear-
ing that shonld be manifested fowards

them. Thas: **The hoary head is .

crown of glory, if it be found iir tle way

of righteousness.” Respeet for the aged .-
. was the consequence of the early incul-

cation of this sentiment, and a strong de-
sire of being helpful to such persons mani-

fested itself in practical efforts for their

comfort and relief. The proverb, .4
gocd man is meveiful 1o his beast,” led to
kindness t0 all dumb animals, and to
nameless efforts for their welfare. *‘Re-
move not the ancéient landmark,” again
and again led to a life-long cffort tu pro-
tect others in their legal rights as regzards
propexrty, and happiness fo the wronged
and helpless was orten the result.

One of these proverbs, especially, was
of the greatest personal benefic to the
writer, and we mention it to refute the
iden that the Proverbs are not “spicitual,”.
and do not deserve theastention of Chris-
tan parents in the training of theiv chil-
dren.' This proverb was the momorable
one, ‘I love them that love le, and

AL

they that seek Me early shall find Me.™

This passage was as the very voice of God
to our young heart, and its loving words
thrilled our inmost soul. Even now we
can conceive of nothing more touching
than this kindly call from God io His
childven. It gives them the asswrnnce of
His love, the assurance of His neamness,

i
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and the certainty of their finding Him
whom they love. The distance between
the'greeat (3od end the creaturec man all
disappears in our Father’s love and our
Father's call,

Wa thevefove direct the attenlion of
pacents to this axcellent method of family
teaching, Better than all else is the
simple instruction of the Divine Word.
It is within the veach of all. Little chil
dren who are beginning to lisp can repeat
these brief proverbs, When .once com-
mitted, they can berecited overand over,
In time they cen be e.!\:})]m'ned, and they
will become the poweriul factors of o true
spiritual life an
Workmag.

Home Sins.

Of all the spots on the Christian char-
acter. the most obvious is temper. Each
individual Christian i$, we trust, endeav-
owring to perform carefiilly and faithfully
his.or her work in the world around for
the Lovd; each and all, we hope, desire
to be like Moses, faithful stewards of the
home charge, but they fail soonér in the
latter than in the former ; there are more
difficultiec in shining for Jesus at home
tln:u} in the world outside our home,

_ One great hindvance to a home shinipg
is home sin.
distinctly home sins, becanse they are
never exhibited; perhaps never guessed
at, outside ou. own circle.
I repeat, the most terrible of all home
sins is temper. Too often we dnd Chris-
tians all graciousness and sweeiness in

.society, appearing {as Rowland Hill puts

it) tobe engrafte&f upon crab-trees in their
own houses, :

The most visible aspects of this sin—
violent outbursts, sulﬁn fits, and angry
remonstrances—are so odious in them-
selves that a Christian possessed of such
an evil spirit is generally on-lis guard,
and watches a:zé?, mowrns because of it.
But there are various lesser degrees
equally dishonouring to the Lord Jesus,
which are.often permitted and yet con-
stantly sully the fair' page of Chuistizn
testimony. The want of gentlemess in
tone and look, the implied sneer, the dis-
courteous retort, the-undue regavd to our
own dignity-when offended, the mainten-
ance of onx' own opinions sinply -becatise
they are our-own, and in spite of the iv-
ritation we know they will cause, the

ainful allusion or ill-timed jest, are all
ruits of the crab-tree.—Selected.

active godliness.—T%e |

TWe may call some sins

And again, -

Leiter from Aneityum.

Some of our young people will remem-
ber that Dr. Geddie, our first missionary

and Rev. Mr. Inglis from Scotland both
Inbored in Ancityum. Rev. Joseph
Annand is now in Dr. Geddis's place
while Mr. Lawrie, an cvangeliat, supplies
the place formerly occupied by My,
Inglis.

The following letter from 2Ir. Lawrie
is taken .from the Children's Record of
the Free Church of Scotland :

Axerryun, Augnust 39, 1880.
During the month of June I attended
the meeting of the Mission Synod, held
at Efate this year, We were away from,
Anecityuny over a‘month, more than half
that time being spent on sea.

After tho Synod mesting, we had the
opportunity of visiting some of the north-
ern is ands of this group. 1 landed on
Togoa, u real heathen Island, where a
missionary was settled last year. In the
course of our walk to the mission station
which stands upon the face of a hill, we
passed through a native village, where a
number of astonished natives came out to
get 2 sight of their strange visitors ; for
we would probably seem as strange to.
their eyes as they did to ours. In the
centro of this village there were about o
dozen immense logs of wond set up on
end, and hollowed out in the trunk. On -
these were carved all kinds of fantastical
figures, rudely painted in various colors.
These logs are public property, and are
used as drums when there is great feasting,
or a licathen ceyeriony is-being performeg.
The method of performing on these drums
is simply beating timo with 2 small piece
of hardwood. The drums being of vari-
ous heights, produce a variety. of sound,
and this with the dancing and singing
keeps up the excitement.  Oux prayer is
that the enthusiasm of these people may

.s00n bd stirred rather by singing the

¢« Songs of Zion.” .. .

Wealso landed on Api, where a new
missionary and his.wije have béen settled
this year. They-have been sent by the
Preshyterian Chupch of Victoria. - The -
people were anxiously desiring a mission-
dry, and are not nearly so savege-looking
as-the Togoans. There ave other islands

“nearer Aucityum which I could speak of,

if you had any extra men to send to the
heathen ficld, .
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SCHOOL AT ANEITYUM—A JACKET
FOR A PRIZE,

At the present time our average atten-
dance i8 40, and these nearly all” walk a
‘distance of from one to.three miles. Mrs,
Lawrie is a valuable assistance to me in
this department.  She also teaches sew-
ing and singing. I employ a young man
trained by the Rev. J. Inglis to come
regularly to assist in the junior division.
And in order to deepen the interest of
the older people in the education of their
children, I have arranged for one or
other of my elders to come every week
in turn to mspect the writing class. We
have also promised prizes to the best
scholars at the end of the session; these
not the crdinary prize-books so much
valued at home, gut some article of cloth-
ing which the ruccessful scholar may re-
quire.

At present we are busy rebuilding all
our out-housee for fowls, goats, etc.,
which were in a very dilapidated condi-
tion when I came here last year. About
twenty men are engaged in this work.

I ever desive the prayers of the Ckarch
at home, for Divine upholding and wis-
dom in our difficult work among these
ance savage snd dark-hearted South Sea
Islanders.—James H. Laswrie, Evangelist.

“ Almost Saved.”

A man drowning ! He fell off the pier
into the sea ; and, look, you can see his
head just above the waves! There! he
has caught hold of the rope those men
have thrown him! Now—he has it!
No—he has missed it! Ah! that huge
wave has carried himn further out. Noth-
ing can save him now! Oh, if he had
caught the rope when he was near !

““And he was so near being saved,
suys one honest fellow, deshing a tear
from his eye. ‘“ Why, the rope fairly
touched his hand.”

Ay, that made it all the worse. To
think of him being drowned after all,
when he was almost saved !

Almost saved ! Children, do you hear
that cry from another world? “1 was
once very near being saved. I had
almost made up my mind to sccept of
Christ, but did not do it. Now it 1s too
late! Lost! Lost!—and forever! Oh
if T might go back to earth again, and
hear once more of Jesus ! Oh, thatI had
come to Him when I might have come 1"
—E. Days.

Horrible Customs of Dahomey.

Dear young people. Look at the fol
lowing dark picture of heathenism, and
may it lead you to love that Saviour who
gave Himself to die, to deliver you from
misery here and hereafter. And is it too
much to hope that it may lead some of
you to take pity on those,who are in
such darkness and that when you get to
be men and women you will go and tell
them about Jesus who came to seek and
save the lost.

Deahomey is in Western Aftrica. The
great need of carrying the gospel to this
country will be seen from the narrative
by Rev. John Milum of his experienec
there last winter,

*On approaching the gato of the
palace, we were again halted, when I ob-
served a very strong smell of putrefying
flesh ; and on looking round for the cause,
discovered two big pots full of sand on
either side of she gate, in each of which
were placed three human heads with their
faces downwards, whilst humar blood
was scattered upon the ground in front
of the entrance. On the ground inside
the gate as we entered we observed more
blood and another human head. The
seven men to whom these heads belonged
were sacrificed on the previous night. On
entering the palace square, we saw the
various chiefs seated under $heir respec-
tive umbrellas, surrounded by tﬁz‘i}r
people, all dressed in very showy raiment,
and each ma!u'ng a 1gem; display of orna-
ments. An umbrells was sent for us to
sit under, and soon after the king walked
into the yard, surrounded by his wiv
and amazons. The king is a tall, well-
proportioned man, with a gleasant moan-
per and kingly bearing, although it seem-
ed to me that I could see hard, cruel
lines in his features. There then passed
before the king varions processions gof
dancers ond singers, his- wives and
amazons, umbrella-carriers, and several
bundreds of women, each with o load of
cowries, cloth, or tobacco, all of which
was being taken to some of the platforms
erected in the market, from whence they
were to be subsoquently thrown to the
people, to be scrambled for by them.
A.mon% the $rophies displayed wore the
umbrellas taken from the Abeokutans,
ornamwrnted with the jaw-bones of the
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poor people from whom they were taken,
whilst the tails of the horses captured at
the same time were used by tho umbrella
carriers for beating off tho fiies, Thero
were many other skulls displayed belong-
ing to important persons captured in war;
some ornamenied with horses’ tails, othors
laced upon stools and drums, and six
had the tops of their sticks surmount-
ed with skulls. Bus tho most sickening
and disgusting sight was that of aix poor
men, gagged and bound fast, in littors
carried upon men's heads, destined to be
socrificed. One poor man seemed to be
in the deepeat distress. Dy blood boiled
with indignation as she sight, but I was
werless to save the poor mon from
cath. The next doy we wero requested
to be ot the pslace again, whon the seme
kind of thing occurred, save that the pro-
oessions were thowe of the women officers,
end the human viotims wero displayed.
There were fresh heads ot ¢he palace
otae.
8 Some days after this & new markst was
opened, and many slaves were sold in the
market, o tgm.mkcm of the king buying »
little boy for eight strings of cowries oqual
o value to twopence. During she week
oa which the ccremonies connected with
the opening of this market wore colobrat-
4, '&n king wea sooustomed to throw
cowries, clothes, etc., from a platform to
the people below, and finishing up by
throwing human beings, who were thon
8acriﬁce§l. Mr. Milum states that intelli-
gent natives affirm that the victims this
this year were taken from the town of
Mikkam, east of Dahomey, and that the
captives aumbered over 17,000, besides
¥,200 whose heads were brought in. He
estimates that during King Gelele's reign
he has murdered in cold blood at least
540D prisoners of war. Mr. Milum well
says that such atrocities call loudly upon
the civilized powers for suppression.”

A Little Girfs Ay

When the Bostoa train came sbeaming
into the depot the ocrowd rushed for seats.
4As a band of recruits mounted the plat-
form they shouted back to their friends
who bad accompanied them to the train,
the various slang phrases they oould
command, interspersed with an cath now
and then. As the $rain moved onm, they
pushed each other into the car, where
many ladies were seated, including Mrs.
B— and her two boys. -

Then the caths cdme ou$ thick and
fast, each onc evidently gm to out-do
8he other in profanity. 3rs. R— shud-

dored for herself and her boys, for she
could not bear to have their young miuds
contaminated with such language. ¥f
the train had not been so crowded she
would have looked for seats elsewhere,
but under the circumstances she was
oompelled to remain where sho was,

Finally, after the coarse jesting had
continued nearly an hour, a little girl,
who with her mother sat in front of the
party. stepped out timidly fromn her seat,
and going up to the ringleader of the
group, & young man whose countenance
indicated considerable intelligence—she
presented him with a small Bible.

She was a little, delicate looking crea-
ture, only seven or eight years old; and
es ocho laid the book in his bands, she
raisod hor oyes appeslingly to b . but
without esying a word went back to her
seat.

The party could nos have been more
completely hushedif an angel had silenced
them. "Nob another oath was heard, and
scarcoly a word was spoken by any of
them during the remainder of the journey.

The young man who had received the
book seemed particularly impressed. He
got oul of the car at the next station and
purchased a paper of caudy for his little
friond, which he presented to her. He
thon stooped down and kissed hew, and
said he would always keep the litile
Bible for her sake.

The little girl’s mother afterwards told
Mrs,—— that her child had been so
troubled by the wickedness of those
young men that she could not rest until
she had given her little Bible, which she
valued g0 highly herself.—Qbris. ZIre.

The Bdotherless.

1

Sitting in the school room, I overheard
a conversation between a sister and a
brother. The little boy complained of
insults or wrongs received from another
Little boy.  His face flushed vwith anger.
The sister listened a while, and then tarn-
ing away, she answered, * I do not want
to hear another word ; Willie Aaa no
mother.” 'The b->ther's lips were silens ;
the rebuke came home to him, and steal-
ing away, he muttered, “I never thought
of that.” He thought of his own mother
and the loneliness of ‘* Willie ” compered
with his own happy lot. ¢ He Ras no
mother,” Do we think of it when want
comes to the orphan, and rude words
assail him? Has the little wandere. no
mother to lision to his little sorrows ?
Speak gently to bim then.
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The Profane’Doctor.

Sotne years ago, soou after beginnin
iy pastorate in & certain church—I nee
not say where-1I preached a sermon_on
profane swearing. It was a very {)Im_n
discourse; aiming to show thet the habit
of profanity was useless, vulgar and an
insult to God. At'the head of his pew
in the middle aisle, and 1 ear the pulpit,
where all the nudience could see him,
sat an old physician. I noticed that he
was very uneasy, turning now on this
side m\dy then on that, like a caged lion,
but I did-not know at tliat titne what
was the cause, -

““You gave the doctor somehard blows
to-day,” said one of the deacons, after
the servico was over.

‘“How 507" I enquived, ’

¢ Whydon't you know he §s tlie most
profane man-in town ? lis replied, )

One of tlhe elders shook his head, ahd
gravely rematked: T think that pew
will be vaeated, I have no idea the doc-
tor will stand such a shot 1 you gave
him this mnorning.” o

This was a new experience for me, and
not very pleaant. The aged physician
was wealthy, and & very ﬁo‘ nlar man in
the commumby. He had bt recently
retived from bus practice in the large city
aund had come to spend the eveming of
his life with us. He was social and gen-
crous, and we felf as if we were favored
in securing him as a church ,attendant
and supporter, How unfortunate thab
anything should be aid to-displease him,
and perhaps drive him away from the
service of tho sanctuary 2 What could I
do but leave it to God?—T ivas His ser-
vant, and had spoken His message, anl
felt convinced that he would take care of
me and the church, and-the truth.

Dut what was the truth? The next
morning the old doctor was seen driving
up to the parsonage. ' The minister was
not at home, but his’ wife wag, and she
warmly welcomed the visitor o the
parlor. Great was her surprise when he
exclaimed somewhat abrupily : “I like
your husband. He is a courageous young
man, who is not afraid to speak the truth,
even if it does conviet some old sinner
liko me. I have brought $40 as & con-
tribution to the Pible Society, the claims
of which were presented in our ¢hiirch a
week azo yosterdey, and in addition to
this, I beg you to aceept this 85 for your-
sclf as a token of my esteem for your
burband as my pastor.” )

I do not know that the old doctor at
-once ceased his profanity. But he con-

. Lord.”

tinued to wait on my ministry. Although
living four miles from the sanctuary, he
was every Sabbath morning in, his place
a8 Jong as T continued in that pastorate,
und a very attentive hedrer he was,
Some years after, when settled in an.
other pavish, I came back to visit my old
charge. The physician, then very aged,
was sick. T called to sce him and found

‘him physiecally feeble, but his mind was

clear and composed, and his heait seemed
to be ,clmnﬁ;ed. Gladly he listened as I
talked to him concerning the heavenly
kingdom. He.said he was a sinner, but
he believed ke was saved by graco.— .
Ividently he was standing on the border-
land, and I was not surprised to learp
that a fow weeks after he stepped quietly: -
over, The profane swearer had becoms’
o humble Chuistian. The aged pilgrim
had gone home, Hewasonedf the many
wonderful trophies of grace called at the .
oleventh liour to work in the vineyard,
and paid just as'if he had.toiled all day. .
“This was a wholesome lesson to.me, I

-have always tried to be prudent in the

enunciation of truth, so as not necdlessly. ’
to offend people. But never since that , -
have- I been afraid to speak of sin and. -
warn men to flee from the wrath to come.,

In the pulpit the preacher stands be-
tween God and man, He is divinely ap-
pointed and should feel that every utter-
ance of his lips iz-a ‘‘Thus saith the
Let him stand as Moses did,
holding the law in his hand, and not be °
afraid of a multitude of sinners bowing
down to a golden calf. ILet him with,
the carly disciples take his place at the
Cross, and then.at the open sepulchre,
and then at Olivet, receiving his com-
mission from lis ascénding’Saviour, and
then in the little upper.room at Jerusa-
lem obtaining the promised Pentecostal
blessing. After this he will have the
courage of Joshua, the strength-of Sam-
son, thé boldness of Peter, and the pow-:
er of Paul. Even sinners will respect
him while he, speaks the word of con-
demmuation.in their ears, and as.he humbly
wields the Sword of the Spirit, God will
bless him.—Selected; .

N

Learning to Drink.

A zealous Suiday-schoo] teacher, who
had gathered up a cluss of boys hitherto
neglected, was oue morning, after a Jes- )
ular lesson. talking to thom aboufthe
great evils of intemperance. - Suddenly
she said, “Boys, I wonder how people
learn to dvipk?” A hright little fellow,
son of a_publican, said, “I know; by
tastivg.”  Children, don’t forget this.
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Why Not Now?

——

Why not begin o religious life at once?
There ave but few young people who do
1ot mean to be roligious sometime. Most
of our young people aro coavinced- that
saving grace 13 the one thing ncedful ;
thet it Is egsential to a happy and useful
life; that it alone can aiford satisfying
peace in life’s last hour ; and thatitadds
to the charms of youth, and hecomes a
staff of support in doclining years. And
they mean to possess it sometime. Bub
why not now ? )

A whole heart and a whole life ave.
none too much to-give to God, And no
one can give 3 whole life to the Loxd,
but those who consecrate, themselves to
their Creator before the evil days come.
The Creator hus undoubted claims for
this carly cbnseeration, and asks for it
He has caused special promises to be re-
vealed to encourage'it.” And, dear young
readers, His claims and authority you
acknowledge, and mean to submit fo them
by-and-By.” But why not now?

Delay is porilous, Que day of sinunay
wreek a life; one night of worldly plea-
sure may ruin, a soul. Many must bHo
converted young or wot af all, for our
cemeteries are full of little graves. Many
of theze ““littlo opes " have left comfort-
ing and inspiring testimonies behind them,
which proclaim, with undying cmphasis,
the power and preciousness of saving
grace, Two-thirds of therace diein com-
parative youth, Life to all is very un-
certain. The Scriptures repeatedly warn
us to be prepared for the end, Lecause i

. cometh like o thief in the night. But’
- whether living "or 'dying, ‘“godliness is
profitable uuto all things, having the pro-
mise of the'life that now is, and of that

which is to*eome.” Early piety is pro-.

ductive of longevity, usefulness, and 2
glovious immostality, and is worthy of
all acceptation. Length of days is.in her
right hand, and her Teft hand is laden
with riches and honor. Sheé isa tree of
life to them that lay bold upon her. Lay
hold at once. _ Why not?

Eurly piety is almost sure to vipen into
asteadfast andsturdy spirituallife. Those
who come toJesus in their early feens or
before, make the most reliable and service-
able church-members. . Dr. Spencer esti-
mates that.of a thousand Christians, 548

. willbe found toliavebeen converted under
twenty years of age, to only one over
sixty. In an assembly of preachers in
the State of New Vork,it was ascertain-
ed that of 250-ministers preseut, one wes
converted at séven years.of age and none

boyond twenty! Of soventy-six minis-
tors in New York city, twenty were con-
vorted undor fourteen .years of age,
twenty-two between fourteen and sixteen,
fourteen between cighteen aud twenty-
ou%,vand soven only after that age.

¢ are not, however, to conclude that
the aged as a class ure beyond the reach .
of God’s merey, or His saving power,
There are some bright oxamples of persons
converted in old ago. But the aged as 2
class ave few, and a large proportion of
them have sought the Lord in emly life,
for multitudes Wwho reject Christ and give
away to temgta.tion and ‘&in, will never
see old age, but will go down to their.
grave in their brown hair. There is
solemn meaning in that word which says:
¢¢ The fear of the Lord Erolonget;h days ;.
but the years of the wicked shall be short-

.enéd.” Evil habits are strong, hearvts

grow hard, and gs ‘cares and troubles in-
crease, the man becotaes wedded #o his
folly, and often dontinues to vesist the .
Holy Ghostto the end. Many of those
who are converted in old age, are wen |
who have grown upin ignorance of. the .
Gospel rather than in rejection of its . .
clainis. The laborers who cntered the
vineyard at the eleventh hour, entered it
‘as soon as they were biddei, and so they
received the penny. To make sure.of a
full day’s wages, begin in the morning.
and keep,at /t all along, wntil the Master
says : ‘It is'edough.” If you have not -
obeyed the call and are not ongaged in
the vineyai'd, enter now. Why not?-Can.
Pres. '
Sunday Clocks, |

Mrx. Moody brought the idea of those

“clocks from Scotland. . He found the

children making them there. He liked
the idea so'well that he set the childron
in his Sabbath-school, in Chicago, making .-
them, They are "called Sunday clocks
because the clhildren wére permitied, and. . .
encouraged to make thein on Sunday.
Perhaps some of you boys and girls think
that Sunday is a dull day. You would
like-to find something to do on that day
that would interest and not be yicked.
Well, sappose you try clock-making. It
will at least remind you of the ﬂig?)b of
“time, and the importance of improving ié.
But you hegin to wonder what I mean by

a Sunday clock, and how it differs from
the clock that 1o ticking on the mantle-
picce. I will tell you. It is just a dial®
plate like the face of o clock with Bible |
words on it insfead of figures. ]
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Now got o large shoot of paper, and if
ou can't make a good cirelo for the num-

bers, like a rosl clock, writo thom one
after $he other down oce side of tha shees.
Thon ¢ake some word, ag Josns, for in-
stanoce, 0s the unit word of your figures.
Add another word to it for number two—
two more words for numbor thres, and
80 ou until you get up, or down rather, to
twolre, A{l sho sentencen, short or long,
must be ahout Jesus, And when you gat

- through, you will bo aurprised and de-
lighted to see how much you have learn-
c<§ about Him. Do you understand the
Sunday Clock now? Let us begin to
make one. Start on the uppor loft hand
corner of your paper, thus :

1. Joaus.

I1. Josus loves.

II1. Jesus loves me.

IV, Jesus died for me.

V. Jesus died for all men,
VI, Jesus pleads for us in heaven.
VIIL Jesus will come agnin to the earth.
VIIL Jesus will save all who believe in
Him.
IX. Jesus is tho Way, tho Truth, and
the Lifo.
X. Josus took little children in His
arms and blessed them.
XI. Jesus said : *“ Come unto me, and
I will give you rest.”
XII. Jesus is the Good Shepberd who
gives Hiu life for the sheep.
Another way to mwake the Sabbath
E‘lensant ig to get up a Sunday album.
2ke a blink book. Geta {)ictu:e, like
that of *“Christ blessing children,” puste
it ou the top of cne of the pages. Then
hunt up in your Bibles all the verses that
tell of the love of God for children, and
write $hem uudor the picture. Ged a pio-
ture of a light-house, and write under it
all the verses that tell about Chriss and
the light of the world. Get a picture of
a ahepherd and his flock, or a shopherd
carrying a lamb, and write under it the
passages about Christ as a shepherd. Geot
a picture of a well, or » spring, end writo
under it all about Chriss as the water of
life. Get a picture of a cross, and write

sll around the best verses you cen find
about, Jesus as a Saviour.—Zvangelist.

The Christ-Lady.

Such is the swees name given to & mis.
sion;n.ry of the Cross, by one who accom-
paniad Ler on an errand of love through
the streets of a Chinese city. We quote
from a letter given in “Our Sisters in
Other Lands,” publighed by the Waman’s

Poreign Missionary Society of the Iinge
lish Preabyterian Church :

““ It was timo to go home, and we re-
trated our steps through the grimy, slip-
Fery lanes, saluted with * foroign devils’

requontly, but once or twico with the
swoet name of Jesus. One or two boys,
sceing Miss Whildon ooming, just said
‘ Jo-v00’ a8 thoy passed her, and I thought
how sweob is was for her 0 hear herself
80 salutéd as she passed along, I could
not holp feeling, as I saw how meekly
she bore the ravilings of she men, how
%ontly she kept the boys in ordor, snd

ow ahe brought out a tendorer light an
rough, weather-boasen faces of heathen
women, that it wg.a.dtrga %}:u‘st in )ier
waa boing yecognia y thece people,
end so thoy u\lgtod her wish His pnm,;:e.
As wo want along, Miss W. pointsd out
an old, old woman, 3oiling along ; she
called out %o her, but at first she did not
hoar. Auosher woman said, ‘The lady
is colling you,’ and she turned and cs-uiht
aight of Miss Whildon. The light in her
face was juat wonderful; I never saw
such a chango, I think, come over any
humaon face. At first it looked leaden-
gray, sud weary and dull, but when she
caught s glimgs;: of the Christ-lady who
had made her know the love of God, the
sunshine that was in he~ soul broke ozt
and she looked like another woman. - She
is poor and old, but she loves to hear the
gospel, and says it seems like food to her,
and makes her heert glad. God alone
knows how many such hidden ones He
has in this great and ancient oitadel of
heathenism,”

Whas a blossod office, to bo the mezns
of oalling that ‘“ wonderful light” forth
on any human face! What an houor to
womanhood that her own and her
Seviour's name should over be thus linked
dogather! [low beausiful thas the Christ
in her should shine out s0 as to bhe thus
recognized by all, and kindle sunshine on
othorwise dark, dull countenances !—

Woman's Work for Woman.

Rewards of Grace.

The Duke of Burgundy was waised ap-
on by a poor mun, & very loyal suabject,
who brought him a very lurge root which
he had grown. He was & very poor man
indced, and every root he grew in his
garden was of conssquence to him ; but
moerely as a Ioﬁﬂ offering he brought to
his prince the largest his little garden pro-
duced. The prince was so pleased with
the man's evident loyalty and affection
that he gave him a very large sum. The
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steward though: ¢ Weil, I seo this pays;
this man has got £50 for bia lavge root;
I think I ehaﬁ meke the Dukea present.’
So he bought & horse and he reckoned
that he should have in return ten timus
as much for it es it was worth, and he

vesented it with that view. Tho Duke,

ke a wise man, quietly accepted the
horae, and gave the greody steward noth-
ing. That wasall. So you say ‘Well,
here is a Christian man, and he gets re-
warded. He has been giving to the poor,
helping the Lord’s Chureh, and see, he is
saved ; the thing pays. I shall make a
little investment.’ Z"ca, bus you sec the
steward did not give the horss out of any
idea of loyalty and kindness and love to
the Duke, but out of very great love to
himself, und therefore had no return; and
if you perform deeds of charity outof the
idea of getting to heaven by them, why
it is yourself you are faeding, it is your-
seli you are clothi All your virtue is
not virtue, it is rank selfishness, it smells
strong of gelfhood, and Christ will never
accept it ; you will never hear him say
‘ Thank you ' for it.—Spusgeon.

Mow | camas to be a Madagascar
Missionary.

EY THZ REV, J, RICRARDSON, LONDON
NISSIONARY 80CIETY.

When I was & little lad in a South
Lancushire town in 1851, I 2aw a picture
in the Juvenile Mésstonary Magazine of
Malagasy Christiang being hurled over
the rock- I wus only seven years of age,
and I said to my Sunday-schoal teacher,
<0 teacher, if ever T am & man, 1 will
go and be a missionary thore !”

I forgot all that. 1 went ¢o college,
and in 1868 Dr. Mullens offered me Mad-
agascar. 1 eaid, ‘“‘of course, I go to
Madagascar, because that gtory made me
o missionary in 1851.” T went to Mada-
gascar, and now here is the remarksble
thing. You talk sometimes about chance
and coincidence, but I think thisis alead-
ing of Divine Providence.

her I was chairman of ths district
committee, standing on the spot which
had made me & missionary in 1851, I had
to give the first missionary charge to the
first missionaries sent out by the Church
of Madagascar, A year after that I was
within a span of being another martyr of
Madagaecar ; and a year after that I stood
and looked up into the face of the prime
[inister as be told me, en thespot where

the martyrs suffered, the very atory
which made me a missionary.

We were met in the church buils on
that rock of hurling, snd he spoke as
follows :—

UHT PRIKE MINISTER'S STORY.

*‘Standing upon this spot years and
years ago there were gathered together
some officers of the kingdom. Mg ather
was theve, and o little girl was brought
before him, My father said, ‘Take the
child away ; she is a fool." The little
girl rained herself, and said, ‘No, sir, I
am 1o fool ; but 1 love the Lord Jesus
Christ. Throw meover.! My father the
second time said. ¢ Take the child away :
she is & fool.” Shesaid, *No, sir, Iam
no fool; but I love the Lord Jesus Ghrist.
Throw me over * "

Six years ago, when Dr. Mullens
preached at the opening of the church,
the queen, the prime minister and all the
court, ran away out of the capital ; but
now, six years afterwards, the prime
minister comes to the very spot on whih
we were segembled——whera the little girl
was hurled over, and ber body landed on
the plain helow—and he said, “Ifa lisile
girl could give her life for the love of her
Saviour, shall we hestitate to give our
substance to the hoathen?”

Could there be e grander testimony to
the power of the pure gospel than that
touching story told by tge rime Ministor
the son of the person who had carriod out
the poersecution, and on the very spot
where the pereecution happensd ?

The Blible “ By Heart."

We know a dear Christian woman, for
many years an invalid and gread sufferer,
to whom many sleepless nights aro ap-

inted, who meny years ago ‘‘gos by

cart ” the Book of Paalms ; and o she
oan say with the Pealmist, ¢ In tho night
his song sholl be with me;” XMy soul
shall be satisfied as with marrew aud fat-
ness, and my mouih shall praise thes with
joyful lips, when I remember thee upon
my bed, and meditate on thee ian the
night-watches ;” ““Mine oyes provens the
night-watches, that 1 might meditate on
thy word.” How would sho spend her
dark vigile without this midanight lamp?
And wae it not well for that boy of Rom-
igh parents, but taught in a Prolsstans
Sunday-school, whose New Testament
the priest subjected to inquisitorial fires,
that be was able to say, ‘' Thank God, I
have seen seven chapters of St. Matthew
that ho could not burn.”—2%e Covenans.

S
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What Can Wealth Do ?

. The following story is told of Jacob
Ridgeway, a wealthy citizen of Philadel-
bhia, who died many years ago leaving o
ortunc of five or six million dollars :

“ Mr. Ridgeway,” raid & young man
with whom tho millionaire was convers-
ing, ‘* you ave more to bo envied than any
gentleman I know.”

““Why s0¥” responded Mr. Ridgeway
I am not aware of any cause for which
I should be particularly eunvied.”

““What sir!” exclaimed the young man
in astonishment. “ Why, you ave a
millionaire ! Think of the thousands
your income brings every month !”

“Well what of that?' rephed M.
Ridgeway. ‘AT get out of it is my
victuals and clothes, and I can’t eat morve
than one man’s allowance and wear more
than a suit at a time. Pray can’t youdo
as much ?”

¢ Ah, but,” said the youth, ¢ think of
the hundveds of fine houses you own, and
the rentals they bring you.”

““What better am I off for that?” re-
plied the rich man. I can only live in
one house at & time ; as for the money I
receive for rents, why I can’t eat it or
wear it ; I can only use it to buy other
houses for other people to live in; they
ave the beneficiaries, not I.”

¢ But you can buy splendid furniture,
and costly pictures, and fine carriages and
horses—in fact, anything you desive,”

“ And after I have bought them,” re-
sponded Mr. Ridgeway, ‘*what then? I
can only look at the furniture and pictures
and the poorest man who isnot blind, can
do the same. I canride no easier in a
fine carringe than you can in an omnibus
for five cents, without the trouble of at-
tending to drivers, footmen and hostlers;
aud as to anything I ‘desire,” I can tell
you, young man, that the less we desire
in this world, the happier we shall be.
All my wealth can’t buy a single da
more of life—cannot buy back my youth
—caunot procure me power to keep afar
off the hour of death, and then, what will
all avail, when in a few short years at
most, 1 lie down in the grave and leave
itall for cver.  Youngmaa, you have no
cause to envy me.”

Begin the Day with God.

I one of our recent rmeetings a young
man remarked he had begun to devote
half an bour each morning to secret pray-

er; that he found his daily life growing
to be more as he desired it should Dbe,
When the press of duties preetuded this
morning communion with the Master, the
day seemed to him a failure. We trust
there ave none of our young wmen who do
not hold secret converse with the Master
at the day’s commancement., Hi¢ ear can
hear amid the clang of machinery and the
hum of voices. No matter what ave the
surronnding circumstances, the heart can

o to God. Wherever Abrabam pitched
his tent, there he raised an sltar to the
Lovd. So, whetever the Christian heart
i, there is also an acceptable altar from
which the incense of prs {cr and praise
may atcend. Luther, in his busiest sea-
sons, felt that praying time was never
lost. When temm'kxfbly pressed with
labors he would -ay, ““I have so much to
do, that I cannot get on without three
hours a day praying.” Sir Matthew
Hale, said, ““If I omit praying and read-
ing God’s Word in the morning, nothing
goes well all day.”

How many of us many find here the
canse of many of our failures, and conse-
quent discontent and loss of happiness?
Bishop Taylor beautifully remarks,
“ Prayer is the key to open the day, and
the bolt to shut in the night.”

I can't undo it

A little girl sat picking out a seam that
she had sewed together wrong. Her
chubby fingers picked at the thread, that
would break, leaving the end kidden
somewhere among the stitches that she
had laboured so wearily to make short
and close ; and though the thread came
out, yet the needle holes remained, shew
ing just how the scam had been sewed;
and with tears in her eyes she cried, 0
mamma, I can’t undo it!” Poor little
girl ! you are learning one of the saddest
lessons there are. The desire of undoing
what can never be undone gives us more
trouble than all the doings of a busy life;
and because we know this so well, our
hearts often ache for the boys and girls
we sec doing things they will wish so
earnestly by-and-by to undo. And now
where is the bright side? Right here.
Let us try to do a thing the first time, so
we will never wish to undo it. We can
ask our heavenly Father. He never
leads us wrong ; and anything we do un-
dev His guidance we shall nover wish to
undo. —F. Duys.
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Lost Time.

Lost wealth may be restored by indus-
trious and frugal endeavor; wrecked
health may sometimes be regained by
temperance and self-denial ; forgotten
knowledge may be brought back by earn-
est study ; friends that have been alien-
ated may be won«again by assiduous at-
tention ; forfeited reputation may be
measurably restored by penitence, hum-
ility and fidelity ; but tune onco lost is
lost forever. The moments that are gone
come back no more ; the priceless hours
that have escaped us in our listlessness,
our idleness and our folly, no toils can
win them, no wealth can purchase them,
no effort can bring them back. No pray-
ers, nor tears, nor repentant sighs can

ive us that which, when we had it, we
1dly cast away.

To-day, God gives us time, and with
it opportunity. The precious gift is in
our hands ; the past cannot be recalled ;
the future cannot be foreseen. To-mor-
row, of which we so often boast ourselves,
may never come to us. We do not live
to-morrow. We cannot find it in any
title deeds. The man who owns whole
blocks of real estate, and great ships on
the sea, does not own a single minute of

, to-morrow ! It is o mysterious possibility
not yet born. It lies under the seal of
midnight, behind the veil of glittering
constellations.

Now in the living present is the hour
of probation, the opportunity for improve-
ment, the day of salvation. Let us re-
deem the time, because the days are evil.

Let it Alone.

* No, liquor won’t hurt you if you let
it alone,” said one man with a sneer, to
another who was making a strong fight
to have it kepbt out of town by law.
““You needn’t meddle with it. * If others
take it that is their lookout.”

¢ But liquor does hurt thousands who
let alone, who hate it utterly, and never
set & foot in & saloon.”

T should like your evidence,” eaid
the other, a little puzzled.

““ Just step around the corner into Mrs.
Watson’s house—a pretty little house,
but it will not be hers much longer. The
rumeeller has it in his grip; I hear she
must move out this week. Watson is
working on his new veranda, vhich is to
run around three sides of the tavern, to
pay up another liquor-bill, while his wife

and children ave starving. They never
touch liquor but it has hurt them.

¢ I can pick out twenty families in this
place where it has done its mischicf,
more or less, and it is so the world over.
Lvory man that drinks involves others
with him,

““ Those that let it alone have to suffer.
Probrbly five sufferers to cach druunkard
would be stating it very lew. Now, I
mean to work hard and fight hard, if
need be, for those who have no helper
and if the law can be made to help them,
well and good.”

Our boys are to be our future law-
makers, Let them be well established
in temperance principles. Let them look
on liquor license just as they would on a
license to commit any sort of crime.  All
these and far more are included in every

ermit to sell’rum.—Youtl's L'emperance
anner.

Sebed-La-Sabad.

BY REV, C. F, JANES,

Among Noah's hearers none were more
regular in attendance, nor more outspoken
in sympathy and respect, than Sebed-lo-
Sabad.  Others reviled ; he confessed his
acceptance of the truth, His conversa-
tion with the preacher often turned upon
the approaching Deluge.

At first his neighbors believed him in
earnest but they soon noticed that he
bated not a jot of interest in his farm or
or his merchandise. He builded, he
planned, he lived as though there were
no threatening storm. In vain the
preacher warned him to nieke suitable
preparation. Healways gave someready
excuse’; and meanwhile flattered himself
for accepting the truth and honoring the
preacher.

At last the storm burst. ¢“ Ah ! eaid
he to his neighbors, “I knew it would
come! I told you the preacher spake
truth !”

“Why then,” they answered, ¢ did
yon not flee to the ark, and we, perchance,
would have followed your example ?”

He breasted the storm and reached the
ark’s door. ‘‘TFather Noah !’ he cried,
‘“open to me! I knew. I always said you
spake truth. Open to me !”

¢“Not =0, Scbed-lo 3abad” (¢‘Servant
of no service”), was the reply, *‘Others
disbelieved and are condemned therefor.
You helieved, but confirmed them in their
unbelief by your own disobedience. Yours
is the greater guilt, The Almighty hath
closed the door.”"

\
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“Before,” and * Now.”

A Chinose convert in Australia, named
Poul Ab Fat, was asked what good had
been done by missionary work in seven
years among his countrymen at New Ben-
digo. He gave the following answer :—

Defore, no one understand God’s Word.
Good many work Sunday all same as
weekday. Now, no work doneon Sunday
at New Bendigo by my countrymen.
]?erhaﬁz:hop little wood for house, or
wash him clothes ; but no go work. No
41;mt:ber poor, every one no work on Sun.

2y.

Before, oll worship idols. Now, mauy
come to church; he.no worship idols,
Whon Lee Wah begin to read. good many
had idols in house ; thirty more. Myself
I1d one. Now, only ten houses and
stores at New Bendigo with idols in

em.

Before. at old township, good many
Chinese steal fowls, everything. Now,
§mbm0re steal ; every one work; go get
jab.

Before, every night, Chinaman learn to
}ymctise fight. I tell him too stupid fel-

aw. You learn God’s word youno want
ta fight. Now, no more learn fight.
Learn God’s Word.

Before, people no care for God’s Word;
he no know, or care. Now, good many
people like read God’s Word.

Before, too much time ; nothing to do.
Now, many say, I learn to read God's
Word. Nou, no more waste time. Ilike
1o read. .

Before, good many muke fun God's
Word; laugh- Papers were put up on
ountside of store, make laugh at Christian.,
Papers were put up on door of baptized
men’s house. Noto, heathken men no
wore make fun ; strong man’s bands tied
up. Himself like it now. Very quiet

now.

Befose, 'Ung Bak, old man at store, too
angry at people go to mission house.
He say no matter who go to mission
house, no more give trust to him, What
for? T ask. Oh, he go to mission house;
1o more good luck.  Now, he every day
g0 himseff lezrn to read. He onceangry
to you when you go his store.  Now, he
very glad see you. When you come, he
come see you.—Chéldren’s Record.

The Synagogue of Czper..aum.
The Palestine Exploration Society o

few years ago, when they camo to Tel
Ham (Capernaum), found what they be-

|

lieved to be the synagoguo in which Jesus
delivered the discourse contained in John
vi, declaring Himself to be the * Bread
that cometh down from heaven.” In
tarning over the  stones, it was with
peculiarly sacred feolings that they found
a large block, with & pot of manna en-
grsved onits face. Every synagogue had
1ts symbol, one & Lamb, another a Candle-
sticle, and this, the Pot of Manna. We
can see Jesus in this synagogue, preach-
ing the discourse in John vi., pointing
with His finger to the pot of Manna over
the main entrance, and saying *‘Our
fathers did cat manna.in the deszert, as
it is written, He gave them bread from
beaven to eat. .. Moses gave you
not the bread from heaven” then poind-
ing to Himself : ‘“but My Father giveth
;’ou the true bread from heavon,” etc.

ake your Bibles and read the discourse
in the light of this djscovery, and see
what new emphssis is to be laid upon the
oontrast between Himself, the Bread that
came down from heaven, and the Manna
of Moses, regresented by the engraved
pot over $he doorway.—Evan.

Christ Supreme.

A greet painter had just finished 3
icture of the ‘' last supper.” He asked
is brother artists to come and give theis

opinions. A#d last one spoke on whose
judgement he most relied. o said:

‘“The most beautiful thing in the pic-

ture is the cup.”

‘“1% is,” said the printer sadly, ‘‘then

I must have out,” and with one sweep of
hig brush rubhed it aver, aaying, ‘I will
have nothing more beautiful or atirsctive
then the face of iy Master !”

Such should bs our feeling. Nothing

80 valed tn ourselves, nothing so dear
m the world, as tho amiles of Jesus’
faoe.

¢“ The dearest idol I have known,

Whate'er that idol be. :

Help ma to tear it from Thy throne,

And worship only Thee."

Batter to suffer than lie.

A littlo orphan iad, having loitered on
an errand. recollected himself and rushed
back to his vucle’s weorkshop with all
spoed.

““What are you running yourself out of
breath for?” asked one of the men; ““tell
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your uncle that the people kept you
waiting.”

‘“ Why, that would be a lie.” .

“To be sure it would, but what’s the
odds ?”

“Ialiar! Itcll alie!” cried the boy,
indignantly. ‘‘No, not to escape a beat-
ing every day. My mother always told
me that lying was the first step to ruin,
and my Bible says that a liar shall not
enter heaven. I will tell the truth,
whatever happens.”

Zetter tvom the Fay IWest.

—_—

The subjoined extract of a letter from
one point in our great Western Home
Mission Field will be read with interest
especially by the friends and &cquain-
tances of the writer who wasfor a good
many years, a hearty and esteemed “sup-
porter of one of our congregations in
Halifax. .

Mrs. Baker is the youngest daughter
of the late Mr. Michael McCulloch who
accompanied her on her long journey to
to rejoin her husband et Rat Portage,
and it will be remembered died there.
Mr. Baker is kindly remembered and es-
teemed as for years a faithful Christian
worker in*Poplar Grove Church.

Rat Portage, Manitoba, Sept. 14th '81.
Dear Sir :—

We have organized a Presbyterian
Church at Rat Portage. after being two
years and a half without regular Sabbath
services—the greater portion of that time
without any at all.

The residents have signed a liberal
subscription list fur church purposes, and
the Church has asked for a supplement
from the Home Mission A Committee,
through the Presbytery of Manitoba and
through Rev’d Mr. Robertson of Winni-

eg.

P ’gl‘he Presbyterian Denominationis much
more numerous here than any other, but
the burden or rather the bulk of the mon-
ey subscribed for Church purposes comes
from a few~—the majority of the residents
being persons of small means, who came
here in the first place through povorty ;
still all have subscribed very cheerfully,
according to their ability, and the desire
for o Presbyterian Church is unanimous.

TWe have with us at present Bev. Dr.
Collins {M.D.) who is desirous to remain
at Rat Portage, He is very much liked

-

by everybody and it is partly from a wish
to keep him among us that the list has
becen so generouely subscribed to.

There ave grobably cnly a small num-
ber of Ghurch members at present. The
attendance is very good, averaging nearl
100. Services are held in a school build-
ing about 40x60—built by by the people
here with money subscribed for the pur-
pose during the past two years and cost-
ing something over $300. It will be
some time before we can hope to build a
Church.  The support of the Church
during the summer months will be assist-
ed very much by strangers, a large
number of visitors coming to Rat Portage
for recreation and change of scenery.

Mrs. Baker and the children are very
well. She likes the climate and the sit-
uation, but misses her friends very much.
She teaches the ixfant class in Sunday
School. The Sunday School was started
some months since, before any steps were
taken to organize.a Church. -

Yours truly
What. L. BAKER.

Ebe System of Feekly Offering.

Mr. Eprror.-~The Synods Committee
on Systematic Beneficence at their last
meeting, divected their convener to cor-
respond with the Treasurers of congrega.
tions which have adopted the system of
weekly offering in raising their funds,
requesting them’ to furnish for publi-
cation a brief statement of the results
of their experiment. In accordance with
this instruction I am endeavouring to
obtainthedesired commurications. Some
have already come to hand and I have
to request that you will do the committee
and the church the service of inserting
them in your periodical. Incloted please
find communications from the officials of
the congregations of Poplar Groveand St.
John’s Churches, Halifax, as well as that
of Milford in the same Presbytery.

I remain, )
Yours truly.
E. A. McCouror,
Con. Com. Sys. Ben.
Milford, Hants Co., Oct. 3rd 1881.
Rev. & Dear Sir :—

Since Mr. Dickie’s settlement,
two years in January, we have becn con-
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tributing by cnvelopes weekly. Some
parties huve in thut thme been giving 100
per cent more than by subscription.
Those who do not pay weekly are genor-
ally behind in paying and contribute less
than those who do.

There has been quite an increase in the
rate of contribution on the part of those
carrying out this system, whilst those
who do not ave often in arrears.

I hope to see at the first of the year
that all will fall in with the Weckly En-
velope System, for I find it the suvest
and only way of having our quarterly
stipend paid in when due.

Youra very truly,
J. B. CoLTER,

Halifax, N. S., Sept. 27, 1881.
Rev. E. A. McCurdy, New Glasgow.

Dear Sir:—

Your card asking informa-
tion with regard to the success of the
Voluntary System of Church Finance
practiced in Poplar Grove congregation
might be aswered laconizally in  the
affirmative.

For more than fourteen years ordin-
ances have been maintained all rupning
expenses being paid by voluntary contri-
butions from our people, collecied in an
open plate at the church door Sabbath
morning and evening.

Quarterly statements are made to the
congregation and if there should be a
sligf\t alling off the delinquents are re-
minded thus of their duty. At the end
of the year we are sometimes a little be-
hind hand and occasionally a bare hint is
made that the old system might be bet-
ter. but such a suggestion is at once si-
lenced by one and another saying I will
contribute $10.00 or $5.00 or $1.00 and
soon the dernicit melts.

We think this method scriptural. We
find it causes no dissatisfaction in any
quarter from the fact of pew holders
veing inarrears. The work of the Treas-
urer is & sinecure. There is always
money to meet bills as they are incurred.

he pastor’s salary is always ready for
him and nothing would tempt us to re-
tara {o the old system.

Seven yeavs ago we adopted the same
system to collect onr contributions to the
schemes of the church and it has showed
a favorable result.

I havebeen Treasurer of our Missionary
Sociely for twelve years and virtually
Treasurer of the congrezation for the
same length of time and I have no besi-
tation in saying that this scueme is the
best jor v Yours feithfully,

S. WaADDELL.

Halifax, N. S., 30th Sep’t, 1881.
Rev. B. A. McCurdy, New Glasgow.
Rev. & Dear Sir :—

I have much pleasure in
colmmunicating the information at my
disposal about Weekly Collection vs. Pew
Rent, for the support of Gospel ordin-
ances, in St. John's Church. Our mode
is simply to hand to the several persons
attending the church, a packet of small
envelopes with a request to those who ac-
cept them, to return the same cach Sab-
bath at the Church door with their con-
tributions. A book is kept in which the
collections so made are recorded with the
names of each subscriber. The totai
amount is posted up on the church door
or vestibule, and may be examined and
compared with each succeeding Sabbath.

By this method I am inclined to think
we obviate a great difficulty which we
had to encounter under the old pew rent
system under which we were constantly
in the custom of carrying forward a bal-
ance of arvears which more than probably
never came in. Now we hold that if
money has been collected it is in the
Treasurer’s hand and can be voted away.
If it is not there we have no right to
spend it, and consequently are kept clear
of debts. In the matter of money I think
under the pew rent system we might get
more. I know we would get more prom-
ised, but with envelopes we have less
trouble and the work is far more pleas-
ant. Of course there are always a good
many whodonot pay anything and escape
payment by this method, who would ke
got at under the pew rent system. Such
has always been the case, but God gives
to those who give for His cause and pros-
pers them accordingly—this is in accord-
ance with His own word, and is fully in
accordance with vy own observation and
experience,

1 remain,
Yours faithiully,
Jaxes FARQUHAR.

Mivcellanzous.

Europe.

Tue Established Chure’: and the Free
Chureh of Scotland have a nearly even
number of congregations. The Kirk re-
ports 1,26S and the Free Kirk 1,043. The

nited Church has only 549, but for be-
nevolent and wissionary work it raised
$28,500 more than the Kirk, and upward
of §93,060 less than the Free Church.

&
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THE annual report of the foreign Mis-
sions of the Free Church of Scotland for
1880-81 is an encouraging one, shewing
an advance in contributions of over $43,-
000 above the previous year, making its
receipts §324,080.

A susscrirTioN has been started among
the Japanese residents of Paris, now very
numerous, for the purpose of erecting a
Japanese temple in which to .elebrate
their religious ritos. It is designed tobe
an exact reproduction of a celebrated
pagoda in Yokohama.

Tne Churches of Protestant Switzer-
land have fixed upon January 1st, 1884,
as the 300th anniversary of the birth of
Zwingle, the imrhortal reformer of Zurich.

THE success of tht evangelistic work
carried forward in the Italian army is
manifested by the fact that within the
last nine years 700 of its soldiers have
professed their faith in Christ.

A rror in Rome is quite an unusual
thing, but not long since they were on the
verge of it. The body of Pope Piux IX.
has rested in a niche in St. Peter’s church
since his death, but according to his own
request was to be finally buried in the
church of Sen Lorenzo. The tomb was
completed some time ago, and at mid-
night a proccssion issued forth from St.
Peter’s to bear the body of the deceased
Pope to its final resting place. Imme-
diately the rougher portion of the popu-
lation was in motion. The mob broke in
upon the procession, strove to extinguish
the lights borne by the priests, and even
to overturn the bier. The police failed
to restore order, and finally the military
were ordeted out. Under their protection
the sombre procession. passed on to its
destination, amid cries aud hootings,
which were a disgrace to the city and a
signal proof of the very slight hold which
the priests and cardinals bave upon the
populace of Rome.

A vERY powerful awakening has occurr-
ed in several Spanish villages near Villa-
franca. In one place the entire com-
munity, numbering about one hundred
families, is Protestant. In another the
Romieh church has been specially painted
and decorated to attract the people, but
the only attendants are one old man, two
old women, and five boys. The Govern-
ment school wes closed for lack of pupils,
while the one under the auspices of the
Free Church of Scotland had sixty-five
scholars, Over thirty men attend the
night school, and some children travel a
Jeague daily in order to be present.

Rev. Wm. Arthur says of the work in
Paris : I have addressed more people
in evangelistic services during the last
four years than ever 1 saw collected to-
gether in religious services during all the
previous years I have known Paris,”

THERE is a very significant illustration
of the utter weakness of a formal religion
>0 restrain men from wickedness in the
story of the capture of a wealthy English-
man by some brigands in Greece during
the carly part of the present year. The
poor captive was a witness of unusual
wickedness. The robbers passed their
days in drinking, card-playing, and boast-
ing of their murderous deeds. Put Lent
came and they fasted most strictly, ob-
served the Easter festivities very scrupu-
lously, and then gave themselves afresh
to their evil works,

‘Tre Free Church of Scotland and the
Episcopal Church have opened houses of
worship in several places in Switzerland
for the spiritual benefit of travellers fre-
quenting that land in the summer season.

At Lucerne eleven years ago Principal
Brown, Aberdeen University, was instru-
mental in starting services under the care
of the Free Church. Six weeks of the
gresent summer have been spent there by

im. Strange to say by his owu personal
effort the use of one of the Roman Catholic
Churches of that city was obtained for
two services in each Sabbath, Its use
was readily granted without demanding
rent, and for eleven years public worship
bas been held in it from the middle of
June to the middle of September. A
Protestant congregation assembled in a
Roman Catholiz Church isa very unusual
occurrence. Still more unuswral and
Strange to sec a number of communicants
gather around the Lord’s table in frent
of a high altar and commemorate the
Saviour’s death after the simple rites of
the Presbyterian Church.

Asia.

Trz Congregationalist says that *‘ they
are having eventful times in Japan. At
Kobe a week of prayer hasbeen cbeurved,
followed by a mass-meeting in a large
new theatre at Kioto, with an audicnce
of 3,500 or 4,060. In the latter place a
single copy of John’s Gospel led sixty
fomilies to renounce idolatry. Cu the
other hand, a number of citizens, alermed
at the spread of Christianity, haie or-

jzed themselves into a society in which
each member pledges himself by a solemn
oath never to embrace that faith.”
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Tz Baptist Missionary Magazine re-
ports that ina village about seventy miles
of Hangchow, the Gospel has spread with
great rapidity in the last four years; al-
together 140 have been baptized. The
work began threugh the visit of a scholar
of thi.t (gI;istrict to Hangchow, where he
heard the Gospel and received it. Onghis
return he found, to his surprise, his friends
and relations ready to hear and accept.
The work has advanced to the present
stage entively throngh native agencies,
excepting the visits of a inissionary to
examine and baptize converts.

Oxe of the most beautiful works of
Christian charity of our day is the visit
of missionary women to the Zenanas, or
the apartments of the native women of
India. Entirely secluded from all men
but their hushands or near relations, and
with no female doctors, their sufferings
when sick are indescribable, and thou-
sands are left to die without needed aid.
An Indian princess recently said to a
Zenana visitor, ‘¢ Tell the Queen, whose
slave I am, the Princess of Wales, and
all the men aud women of England, of
our misery when we are ill 2”

Two obstacles to the advancement of
Christianity in India ave thus stated by
Lord Shaftesbury :—¢* The government
system of education is spreading scepti-
cism rapidly over the whole face of Hin-
dostan. I am sorry to say that the gov-
ermment system of revenue is very much
encouraging the liquor traflic, and within
the last ten or fifteen years inebriety has
made a progress in India that never was
known before. The very progress we are
making in bringing the natives of India
to larger and more liberal notions brings
with i concomitant dangers and difficul-
ties.’

PALESTIVE is endeavoring to keep pace
with the outside world. A new city is
geing up on the west side of Jernsalem
outside of the gates. Along the turnpike
to Jaffa runs a telegraph wire, and on the
plain of Sharon stands the large Jewish
Agricultural College surrounded by a
model farm and thrifty nurseries. Beth-
lehem is also a thriving town nominally
Christinn, carrying on manufactures in
mother of pearl.” The Bethlehemites
hrought bhack from the Centennial Exh/-
bition, Philadelphia, about §70,C00 as the
net profit of the sale of their beantiful
waves, Though outward progress is to

some extent observable yet, alas, Pales-
tine is bound down by the cruel tyranny
of the Sultan.

THERE have heen 2,757 baptisms dur-
ing the past year at Telugu, India, and
in the space of six weeks the Rev. J. E
Clough (Baptist) visited fifty-two villages,
baptizing 1,003 persons.

THERE are now seventy-two Protestant
Churches with 4000 members in Japan.
The congregation of Osaka has sent o
native missionary to labor in Isn, a rich,
populous, and idolatrous province.

AncienT Nazareth is now the site of
an orphanage under the supervision of the
Education Society of England. It has
beon opened four years, and there are in
it now thirty-six girls, of ages varying
from four to fifteen. &ert, whether of
Greek or Latin, Moslem or Jewish parent-
age, they are all taught to love the one
true God and Jesus Christ whom He hes
sent.
by the generosity of English travellers.

Presbytery of Halifax.

The Presbytery of Halifax held visita-
tions on the evenings of the 6th and 7th
Sept., in Upper Musquodoboit and Sheet
Harbour,

At the former place four ministers and
one eler with Rev. R. Whillans, B. A.,
of Nepeau, Ottawa Presbytery as corres-
ponding member were present.

After an admirable sermon by My,
Layton on the vision of the valley of dry
bones, the visitation was proceeded with.

For more than two years, Upper Mus.-
quodoboit congregation has been vacant,
and during that time not less than sixty
deaths have occurred. Notwithstandin
its long vacancy it is now in a hopefu
condition though its spiritual machinery
is not in active operation and the schemes
of the church are much neglected. Fam-
ily worship however is observed by &
large proportion of the people, and the
church is never closed on Sa%buth though
the preacher be not present. Payments
for supply are also made regularly and
all arrears due the late pastor have been
swept off.

The burning question with the congre-
gation at present is the site of a new
church which they seem anxious to have
settled before a moderation in a call is
asked for. The building now occupied is
fifty-four years old, and was evected
about two years after the settlement of
the Rev.John Sprott. A new building
is required, but all are not in harmony as
to where it shall be built.

The Presbytery urged as present duty
the calling of « minister as appearances

They have a beautiful home, built
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indicate growth in the future of this con-
gregation. They are in & good position
financially, strong in numbers, and there
is room for expunsion, May their eyes
soon behold their teacher.

On the next day, after a drive of twenty-
eight miles, the brethren reached Sheet
Harbour. -

Partaking of the hospitality of the
good folk of the manse we repaired -to
the church and found a very respectable
audience assembled. An earnest practi-
cal sermon was preached by Mr. Henry,
from Isa. 52nd and lst, first clanse of the
verse.

The pastor is faithful and zealous in
the discharge of his duties in this widely
scattered field and is supported by not
less than fifteen elders.

Daring this year debts resting on two
churches have been removed and only
upon the building at Quoddy presses this
dead weight at, present. In a short time
this congregation will stand in the envi-
able position of having four churches and
a manse free of debt and all built within
eight years at a cost of upwards of
$11.000. .

During Mr. Logan’s short ministery,
marked progress has been witnessed.
Bible Classes and Prayer Meetings are
well attended and Sabbath Schools of
which there are five, efficiently conduct-
ed. An elder fills the office of superin-
tendent in each school -and thirty five
have been added to the church within 2

ear,

The Presbytery after noting the small
circulation of the RECORD and the need
of larger contributions to_the schemes of
the church urged the atoption- of the
weekly offering system and pressed upon
the congregation to reach still yreater
degrees of attainment.

The pastor is indefatigable in his
labours, lives in the hearts of his people
and is eminently successful in his work.
On the other hand the Sheet Harbour
f&zople are thoroughly loyal to the church.

ay they still go on and prosper.

A MEMBER OF PRESBYTERY.

Presbytery met again in St. Matthew’s
Church, Halifax, on Tuesday, Sept. 27th,
at 100’clock. Theattendance of ministers
was large. The same, however, cannot
be said of elders. for there -were only
two. Revs, K. McKenzie, of Baddeck,
and Donald McMillan.of North Sydruey,
being present, were invited to :sit and
correspond.

Thecall from St. John’s church, Halifex,
came out in favor of H. H. McPherson,

+ of Nanagawya, Ont. It was signed by

165 members, Some 80 members with-
held their signatures. The salary guar-
anteed is $1600 per annum.  Rev. J. K.
Smith, of Galt, was appointed to repre-
sent the Presbytery in the matter before
the Presbytery of Guelph.

The clerk was instrocted to forward
the call, and at the same time forward
all the facts in the case to Mr. McPher-
son.

The committee on statistics presentesl
a very elaborate report, \vhicﬁ evoked
considerable discussion.

Dr. McGregor, Messts. Duncan, J. B.
Logan. and the cleik, were appointed a
committee to provide supply for Annapolis
and Bridgetown, and consider the whole
matter of re-organization in that part of
the Presbytery.

Rev. Richmond Logan of Sheet Har-
bour, obtained leave of absence for Oct.
and Nov. Mr. George is expected to
supgly his place for five weeks beginning
with the fourth Sabbath in October.
—Mr. Logan’s field is widening. The

old districts are multiplying along the
%Jastem Shore, and Mr. L. finds that his
health will not allow him to visit them
all. He needs an assistant, and should
have one at once. There are several
reasons why an additional labourer should
be employed in East Halifax, shoredistrict.

The prospectus of the proposed Ladies’
Seminary was distributed among the
members of the Presbytery, and consider-
ed. On motiow, the Presbytery express-
ed approval Jf the establishment of a
Ladies’ College, and agreed to recom-
mend itto the congregations of the bounds,
with a view to the getting our people to
take stock in it.

Reference being made to the death of
President Garfield, late President of the
United States, the Moderator and Clerk
were named as a Committee to draw u
appropriate resolutions there anent ans
transmit them to Judge Jackson.

A number of reports from Catechists,
Probationers, &c., were approved. They
were 2ll, in general, s&tis})actory, but Mr.
Roger’s report of work at Wolfville, &c.,
was particularly so. Mount Uniacke
Mines will be supplied monthly. Mr.
Wiyllie gave notice that at next meeting
he will move in the matter of Presbyter-
ial oversight of Presbyterian students
attending Dalhousie College.

Arrangements for visiting several con-
gregations were made, nofice of which
is given elsewhere. The next regular
meeting was appointed for Thursday,
Nov. 3rd, at 10'0’clock, in Popler Grove
Church, Halifax,

ArrAN Simesow, Clerk.
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M. Prrprapo of Chalmers Church has
been called to St. Andrew’s Church.

Dr. MackiauT has returned in goed
health from his summer’s visit to Scot-
land.

What the congregations in Halifax
Presbytery give for the Schemes of
the Church.

BY REV. ALLAN SIMPSON.

There are in the Presbytery 26 settled
charges, or were during the period cover-
ed by the statistics 1n question. Let
me make six divisions of these 26 charges.

I. Bermuda, There are two congrega-
tions there. Onec has not reportei the
other, St. Andrew’s, Flamilton, has, and
showa the very fair figure of £3.75 per
family for the Schemes of the Church.

IL The West, In this division I in-
clude three congregations :—

1. Annapolis, &c., gave last year at
the rate ofp $0.50 per communicant to the
schemes.  The number of families is not
reported.

2. Cornwallis North and West gave
$1.30 per family.

3. Cornwallis South, &c., gave £8.82
per founly.  Deducting $100 which was
epecial to the College, still this congrega-
tion stands high as compared with its
neighbours—giving §4.32 per family.

I%I. Hauts Co. Thereare eight settled
charges in Hants, though two of them—
Gay’s River and Shubenacadie —stretch
over into Colchester.  Six of them are
rurzl, one village, and one a town charge.
The rural are :—

a 1. Newport, which gave $1.38 por fam.

)2. Kempt and Walton, which gave
20.07 per family. Justice to this congre-
gation requires me to say that the pastor
was ill most of the year, and that in con-
sequence the people had extra liabilities
to meet. which they did meet in o very
creditable manner.

3. Gore and Kennetcook gave $1.30 per
family,

4. Nine Mile River, &c., gave $1.53 per
family.

5, Milford and Gay’s River gave $1.50
per familg.e
. 6. Shubenacadie gave $1.50 per fam-

y. .

The village congregation in this divi-
sion is Maitland, which gave $8.40 per
family. Deduoting 8442 special to the
College, the rate ia atill 33 per family.

The town charge is Windsor, which
gave $1.32 per family. It must bde re-
membered, however, that it was vacanta
good part of the year,

IV. The Musquodoboit district. In it

thorea.mthreoconiregations, two of which
aro settled :—(1) Little River, &o., which
gavo 30.57, and (2 Middle Musquodoboit
which gave $1.50 por family.

V. The Eastern Shore. There three are
congregations :

1. Sheet Harbour, which®gave $0.41
per family. It should beacdded however,
that this congregation contributes yearly
to the support ‘ ¥ a catechist the amount
of about $109.

2. Musquodoboit Harbour which gave
$1.04 per family.

3. Lawrencetova. &e., gave $0.80 per
fomily,

VI. The city, including Dartmouth,
there are eight congregations and their
contributions to the sclicraes of the Church
are, :—

1. Richmond, $3.53 per iamily.

2. St John’s $4.33 per family. De-
ducting what was special to the College,
the rate is $2.63 per family.

3. Popular Grove, $4.51 per family.

4. Chalmer’s, 85.74 per family.

5. St. Matthew’s $6.10 per family.

6. St. Andrew’s, £5.41 per family.

7. Fort Massey, $10.64 per family.

8. Dartmouth, $5 pec family.

The vacancies during the year were (1)
Noel which gave to the schemes $0.54,
and (2) Upper Musquodoboit which gave
$0.22 per family.

There wers only three congregations in
the Presbytery that gave to all the objects
named in the statistics under the gener-
sl heading Schemes of the Church—Chal
mers, Fort'Magsey and 8t Matthew's.
A good number, howaver, gave to all the
objects but one.

The figures before me seem to indicate
that the French Evangelization is the
favourite scheme. It rcceived contribau-
tions from 28 congregations out of 28,
while the Home and Foreign Missions
received only-from 35, and the College
from 23. It is pleasing to find that the
Aged Minister’s Fund was remembered
by 21 congregations, and the Dayspring
and Mission Schools by the Sabbath
Schoola of 17 congregations.

One cannot always f:f e of the inter-
est faken in @ particulsr branch of work
{rom the.amount given 4o it. Much. de-
penda-upon the advocacy of a scheme,
And unquesionably the claims of some
schomes ave kept more prominently before
the Church than the clairs of others,

These are » few of the facts that a
glance a4 the statistical tablen yields, 1
trust $has e one will objact to the pub-
lishing of shem. Figures do noi ls, at
least ought not to lie. Where they give
praise, let them givo praiss, and whers
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they reveal indifference, if they do re-
veal it, lot the truth be known.

The congregations of Halifax Presby-
tory are of very varied ability. Someo
are poor, some are in middling circum-
stances, and some rich. But all have

more or less finencial ability and that-

which is required is that all give accord-
ing to their ability.

Presbytery of St. John,

Thbe Presbytery met in St, John's
Church on Tuesdsy, 13th Sept, As re-
gards collecting for the College Endow-
ment Fand i$ wes unanimously agreed
that whils net desiring to throw any
hindrance in she way of the comumittee
acting asit may oee proper, it is not
advisable, owing to the depressed. stale
of financial affairs of mont congregations
to visit them at present,

Mr. Crockettt is 2bout to xesign; but
the matter lies over till nex$ meeting. —
Mr, McCullagh, St. Arfrew’s, finds the
gea air too strong for his throat and wvir:
tually resigns. He.is to try a course of
trestment for his throst before takin
final action. The city ministers agreed
to -arrange & monthly tsegice in the
Asylum for the Insane.

Rev. Mr. Crocket stabed that he had
been appointed moderator of the session
at Campbell settlement gnd Mechanics
settlement. On visiting Campbeflasettle-
ment he, had found thet they had no
¢lders and he thou%.!;t elders should. be
ordaincd. On Bunday they had & very
good meeting, but there were very few
communicants. On Aungust 28th he vigit-
ed the Mechanics ssttlesent where be
held several services and baptised five
children and received three young women
into the church. He thought something
shonld to be done in the winter in the
localities where thers are catechists
Isbouring in the summer time. Other
denomihations reap the benefit of
the lobors of the catechists, “He
stated fo the oox_)gregsﬁons that he
would urge on the Presbytery to supply
the pulpits-ab least onoe morthly in the
winter time. The congregation at
Waterford want clders ordained. Mr.
Crockett’s report wes received and it was
decided fo act on his-suggestions,

Rev. D. Macrae reported that he had
‘been appointed to go to Quaco and that

vicinity. He had visited Quaco and re-

ceived some 6é;e,rx:om; into_the church.
He next visited Cross Road  and Black
River, where several persons were also
received into the church. He then re-

turned to Quaco and preached to a con-
gregation of 300. r. Ross has done
very good work during the summetr
and the pecple are much with his labours
and ask that he may return to them next
year. He visited Gaspereaux and Clar-
endon the next week and preached there,
There are several denominations at these
pleces aud he urged upon the people to
join some of the denominations. He
thought they would do this and probably
they would connect themselves with the
Prosbyterian Church. He also urged
them to raise £20 should they decide to
connect themeelves with this church.
Mr. Quinn is doing ood work there. He
visited Nercpis and Welsford. At Nere-
pis the people appeared discouraged be-
cause of the lack of continuous services,
The Episcopaliens and the Methodists
have each 2 resident minister, but if sér-
vices are held regularly there is some
chanoe for having-the church again.

Rev. Mr. Burgess stated that he bad
glso visited Clarendon and found the
people in 2 backward state.! He thought
something should be done, and that im-
mediately, by the Presbytery. Ho had
given much attention to the subject and
he thought there were one hundred men
among the churches of the Presbytery
who woul;i subscribe $8 lﬁaxly for the

irpose of paying e travelling niissionary
goux{’;; at thevdisp_(g)se.l of the %’xesbytery,
to visit the different statious regulerly.
He moved that a committee be appoinfed
to obtain subscriptions to raise this fund.

Rev. Dr. Macrae, of the committes on
Sabbath desecration, stated thet he had
waited on Captain Chisholm of the Inter-
national Steamship Company whko had
suggested that President Hersey chould
be written to relative to the running of
the Sunday boat. This' had been done
and & very courteous reply received, the
substance of which was that'Kis company
had felt that they were drivento rurning
a boat on'Sunday by the action of the
Railway Company running a trasiz on
Sunday night. President Herséy =aid

reopally he regretted this necessity
%.ee'hnd g0 written the manager of the
8t. Jolin & Maine Railway, asking that-
o time be appointed when the oora.
mittee should meet him relative to the
Tunning of the' Sauday train. A reply
had been received from Mr., Kay refusing
to ineet-the committee, There had been
quite o lengthy correspondence betwesn
him (Dr. Macrae) and Mr. Kay.

" The prospectus of the proposed Prosby-
terizn 'Bolle%eé was pla,ceg xﬁp the hands of
the members. %



222

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

The missivnary committee reported in :
favor of establishing a guarantee fund for | payment for the summer’s supply.

the payment of the salary of a special
Home Missionary in the Presbytery's
service. Dr. Bemnot and Messrs, R.
Ccuikshank and John Stewart were ap-
pointed & committee to solicit subserip
tions in the city, and Rev. Messrs. Mowatt
Love and togyg to do the same work in
Fredericton, St. Stephen and Moncton.

Judge Stevens gave notice that at the
" next mesting of the Presbytery he would
move that in future the meetings bo held
once every three months, He thought
this would insure a larger attendance.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet
the second Tuesday in November.

Presbytery of Pictou,

This Presbytery met at West River on
Monday, Sept. 26th ult., at 2% p. m., for
the induction of Rev. A. W. McLeod
into the pastoral charge of the United
Congregation at West River, and for
other business. Mr. Laird preached
from 2 Cor. 2: 13-16; the questions of
the formula were put to Mr. McLeod ;
the Moderator led in prayer, after which
Mr, McLeod was solemnly inducted as
Minister of the congregation. The Mod-
erator then addressed the newly inducted
pastor, Rev. A, Stirling addressed the
people, and the congregation in retiring
gave their pastor the usual welcome.

1t was ngreed that the Presbyterial
visitations apsointed to take place at
Springville and Hopewell un Weduesduy
October 10th, as follows, at Hopewell at
11 a. m., and at Springville at 3 p. m.
The visitations on Tuesday, October
11th., will be at Sunny Brae 11 2. m,,
and Blue Mountain at 3 p. m.

W. Srouart, Clerk, pro tem.

Presbytery of Truro.

This Presbytery met at Economy on
Monday, 3rd inst., and at Five Islands
the day following for Presbyterial visita-
tion and other business.

The congregation was found to be in a
prosperous condition. The wminister Rev.
A. Thompsun is meeting with success in

Chis work. Sabbath Schools, Prayer
Meetings and Sabbath Services are well
attended, and the Schemes of the Church
receiving liberal and increasing support.

The cungregation uf Purrsbaco has paid
up all arrears to Mr. McLeod and usks
for supply. Presbytery agreed to apply
to the Home Mission Board for a groba-
tioner for that congregation.

Mr. Lord is to remain at Maccan until

gativn ashed to raise as svon as possible
resbytery muets at Great V

illage on
Tuesday, Nov. 15th, at 2 P. M.

Presbyterian Coll:ge, Halifax.

The approaching Session will be opened
on Wednesday evening, November 2nd,
with an Intruductory Lecture by Rev.
Dr. Polivk, to be delivered in  Chalmer’s
Church at 74 o'clock.

The Cullege Committes will meet in
the large Class Ruum at Pine Hill at 10
n. m., of the same day.

Applications for giuums should be
made tu Rev. Professor Currie, Bland
Street, Halifax,

R. F. Bonys, CHAIRMAN,
P. G. McGrecor, Sec'y.

Home Mission Committee.

The Semi-annual meeting will be held
in the Session Room of Chalnier’s Church
on Tuesday, Nov. 1st. at 3 p. m. Claims
for payment of Preachers and Students
fron: the respoctive Presbyteries should
be in the hands of the Secrctary before
the meeting. Also Notice of Preachers
wanted for December and January.

C. B. PirsLabo, Convener.
P. G. McGrrcor, Sec'y.

PartiesSsubscribing for next year
will receive the Maritime Presby-
terian for the remainder of this year
free. For terms see below.

—n

The Maritime Presbyterian,

MONTHLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO
CHRISTIAN WORK,

is published at New Glasgow, N. S., on
the 15th of every month.

TERMS :

* 25 cents per annum, in parcels to one
address.

30 cents per annum if each copy in a
parcel is addressed separately.

40 cents per annum for single copies in
separate wrappers.

he more lengthy articles for insertion

will require tv be in not later than the fust
of the month ; items of news, notices, &c.,
not later than the Sth. ’

The Edlitorial work and management is
gratuitous.

Its receipts alter paying its own cost are
given to the work of the Church.

All communications to be addressed to
REV. E. SCOTT, New Glasgow, N. S.
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the end of Getober, and Maccan congre- | and Job Printer, New Glasgow, N. S.



