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LABOR
AND LIQUOR
An Appeal to the Intelligence and

Legitimate Self-Interest of the Workers

of B. C

By W. D. BAYLEY
Labor Candidate in Manitoba Provincial Elections

Men of the liabor .Movement.— It is a promise of a bettor day for the work-

ers that our vote is being souslit more and more as being the decisive factor

in elections. It is also well that we are being asked to vote on measures as

well as men, and on prim iples as well as parties. On September 14, you will

be asked to record your approval or disapproval of two measures, viz.: Votes

for Women and Provincial Prohibition. As Woman Suffra.^e was adopted by

Labor years before old line parties took it up. there is no doubt about our attitude

there. Put on Prohibition there is not sudi unanimity of opinion. I therefore ask

your best consideration of the following remarks.

l^t us first warn you of the "double-cross" stunt. The liquor interests are

parading as the friends of Labor as against Capital. When as a matter of fact

the liipior trade is the meanest branch of Capitalism we have. Averaa;ing it all

around this trade employs one-ipiarter the number of men, pays one-quarter the

amount of wages and uses one-iiuarter the amount'ot raw material as the general

average of capital invested in such business as clothing, shoes, lumber, etc. It

outdistances, often many times over, all the ordinary lines of capitalistic enter-

prises in the jiercentage of profit reaped. It, therefore, ill becomes it to pose as

a friend of I^bor. Let us calmly examine (on the following rages) some of the
'double-cross" arguments it urges.

Published by

PEOPLE'S PROHIBITION MOVEMENT
703 Rogers Building. Vancouver, B. C.



'^Double Cross'' Argumjnts^heJjquoijnLere^

1 P,.hib,t,on is a Capitalistic and Church Propaganda, ll is i.m- i1,u. l.n.h

.auital ;.n,l , l.nr, h ar. in, n .singly -.u„pn,nn. ITnlnl.linH !:ut th- Inst t..Mu..T-

,„;,. „„...,„.,.. in i;n.l:nul w.r.. amM,. !!>. rr.uW ,n,inns wlu, n-o„u/.. l;oo...-

.,, ., , t ..:'vi. „t ,.,.;inu.-;iti..ii, CniH.,,! mihI .liurrl, miv f.,ll.,wiiiu nur Ira.l. Al ..

;;,„„ ,„1...- Iliat ^v, .lo not o,,p..H.. •-•.clu.nu,. hosi.itals, s,.w..r a,,,! >an„a,-> n.U..--.'

„„.„,s ..f ...-. l..,a-,.s.. oa|.itali«ts an- in lav.,r of ilH^.n, Sn„„. .l,n,;s atv ,on,

'" "'^' •

,. ,. ...1 I .,. f,.r"cl U'at til'' uufslioii
m>,n incs to all. aiul Uqu'.r i- oiu' ol In. in, A .

.n-'i u.ai .

,,„•„,, ,.. is n<,t .In. ivi-.-nl ..i' .h. .Iii.nl, in iv.anl ,n l.alH.r, t,n( tl,.. nxonl ot th.-

I, „„. ,,,„,;, SI, all w,. tnin doun a >vf,.nn .natly lo our In.m.i. 1 .u.:-o som. ol

Miir ,,niii"i:-r,l .'ni'inii s ar<' toi- it also.'

2 Prohibition Increases Taxation. WlnUnT w 1 Hirv,. woik..fs pav all th.'

„„.:,„• n, n,. ,., th. .axry th,' a:.ntn,.nt is tl„. sain... Tin. liMuor fail., tn t ana.la

...-,(:. us .liivMlv or in,lir...-tly ah.nit ^-. iw In-nl ami ,
ays in tax.-s :^J..,n p.M- Itcail.

I, taUes IS tor its useL'ss proiH, t ami return. .1 in irxrnn... W li-n wo saN- ho

.s wo .an ..asilv -av tho ?1 in ,asl, if mvessary. Hut it w.,n 1 1.. n., .ssary. l-.n

,„.. ..inn.iis.ration will b,. ..t n, two. In Winnipo. ,1„. ,.oli,-,. '--;;";;;';;

M.i. arc alivMlv b..in« n-.l.ua.d ly not roplacin^ those who r.'siun. Ami Initl .

v..,u.n wo ..,.as,> hnyin. w.. ,oo.N w,. will b.y .Ivy .oo.ls Tho tnor.han.s ,,
oa o

,„„„,, ,a,-,c in.Tonses durin. six tu.mths of .1, y ,v •un.. ,n ,1... sahv. „. '•'-•'

.,.„..s lor womon and . hil.hvn. ImU.r our tarill s^st.a, tinuv ,s a iH.y <m a

,1,0... is. Th^^s what is lost in li.,i.o, v.^vwu- will lo trado up in n-vouu..
,

t.

,,,v stulT In Winnipou. a.-- one n,.)nth of I'rohihithm (the satno k.n.l as tlu

,;„;„ ,;„„„„„„ A,, „,„vid.s, worlun.noa-s honms are aln.uly shown« st.ns

!,;';, :rov,.n„.nt. That tnoans rov.tn:,. rmn pain, salos An.lir th,.. o in. .m.

,„ „„, ,,„„,. o,.t.r..ly ,iu. rovonuo. the laor.hants won t tnunl pay
,
.

^^ 'J^^
i, .<s in Intsinoss romos al.m. with it. Tie ,o^..r.l.n, n. ot .Mnn.tola ,s not l.^^,..^

ono .on. .xtta in .axos on any Kin.l lo.aase .if th.. a.Uotit of ilry w.al.n.r.

3. This Act Interferes with Personal Liberty. 1
1-..'.- tho l.iMu.ir '.-' t-^ios

„. swin. our in.avasin. ioaloasy of ..ur lihor.y ,o ^'-"•/'"^ ^""^'^^,
'' "

,„,,„„a, H.or.y, h.t lihorty with our p.wsos they want. Mu. w.. -•;;,.'
,.,11 for i W,. Kn .w ly ..x,.,.i-ienre that a man must sur.vn.h r his p,.,Muial Hi. .t>

; . rk ra-^, V a^os ]u onl .r to se.n.-o the hiuher wa.es secured in the tortna.n.n

: a, e union. An., so we tn.st take away .he persona, .iherty ... ^;-';--

„. sell ...luor and .f s,.l;l.h nu.n .o driuK 1, in .u-d,.r .ha, w.^ may -- ' - "^

liher.v for our eluldren of a sober ..ountry. This .aw is no, the l.-e of l.be.ty b t

,:: ;fe,u.er of U. in May. Winttip.-. po.iee imprisoned ^'^. .^.-Ple lor
;^-;> - --

„n, m ..un,. nm.er .iry ml." ..nly 2.. Was ,he act a toe o. hber.y
.

An.l .1 ts the

.•me ae. that v.iu ate ask.d lo suppm-1 on September It.

4. This Act Means Unemployment. .suaUy in Winnip... !''

^"'"''f
;. ';;"^;;

i„„ ,„„„. ,.„ ,K.o,h. w,.re um.tnploye..- beeur.se they were tn the .nkup ,o.

;,„< „ess. Mat .,n ,h.. thir.. Monday of I'rohi.ition .here was not a s,n«.-

. ,„,, ,„..re. -ihey we.e al. a. w.u-k. Tlte .hief had to ">- -.-u-bers to e ean

„„ Tha, mr,.l.. a tew tuore jo.is. di.lnt if .apital turned from maK,n« boo..

,n, ..,„„,„v eiuht tinp.s a- tnany tnen. An h-itel in P.randon, Manitoba, surrendered

: .i,.e,K.e-and the bar was replaced by a s,ore etn.doyi,..

--'Y'--
^

,:;;;;^

,.„.,.Us as ,h,.re ha.l been ba,-tenders. Soft drinks ^v... replace hard dunks bottle

„„Kers wil. s.i.l be tieed..,.; breweries 1 ecome pickle factor.es t.ha, .s. unde
.
ro-

; „„, ,„.,, ,,H, pick... ..abba.o inste.d of caUba,e heads,. It ,akes more hand

.\.,„U,1 invested to -can- tomatoes than ,o -can- hun.ans, .
personally onered

„ ,,Hp the a.ent of the bar-tenders union in Winnipe. to find 7;"">-;<;" f ^-j

we went dry. but he told us they were all tlxed. He himsell we.l back ... las old



I^^Ti^l-rs- Mni„n l-n,H„.,llv .,1 l.u-t..n,>..r. hav.. a.>ntl,..r "•""';>";;";;'';

l,,.ev.. .1.,. .1... wo,:l,l .... 1......T .. f-r :.l! .nnr.vur<\. an.l Ih.-y are praclU'alb the

only rlass s.Ti..u-h p.il out liy tiie i.asshiu .,r I'n.liiMlK.M.

'5. This is Cl.ss L.gslation. As ,.:.l..,r ,.,..„ w.. arv af... Hass le.i-latum

„„„ „„ „„,„, i,„„,,.s n.nr.. ..n s,.,„; .Min. us .„. .!>.. MulY '"^";" ^ •"'

"i;'^';;^

a ,U .,;,„,,„. 1,........,, .1... n.h a..,. ,1„. po.,-. TlH.n. i. .v- s,ul, ,1,, ..„.•,.„. <n

;i„ :,.., an. M,,.,,- .I.an .!„,.. is in ,!:• ,.. n, sys,..,„ whi-h alL.ws a r„ h >nan

,„ inv ..M.rnMx.. .IrinUs an.t ll.' l"-r nian lus l.eer. What lii-y an- ttyn,^ to

HMkeOut is il,::l L.-ause tin. a. 1 all..«s importation int.. the home (see later

.:„ ,„,. .liMUssh.n ot .hat. tha' the .i,l> ean sloek their eelh.rs from a il.stanee,

,,ui ,he , r . a,m.,. huy w!,oh .ah. and pay express ehar.es om hulKy he..r. Now,

whv is this the ra..-'? No, he,.,;.se the a, t .lis, rnninates a.ainsl tl... poor man.

„,„• ,„,,„„„. ,,„ i, ,„„„, „ is onr l-.iVl-.HTY that riptHes us. I'ourty, not

l.,„iiilitiou, is ,.ur l-o... Tlu.r, 'Vp. let us huht our poverty. An,l we ha.o as a

l„,,„, ,„„vo„.en. le..u .ryitr, to .h. so, .irs, in the eeonomie li.hl hy un...n..m.

wh.K:e final we.pon is ti . strike. an,l. se,-o,„lly, in th.. politieal arena hy r.,mn.n«

lahor ..lass , an.li.laf.s un.h'r varh.us nuu„.s. Ih.w iK.ve we «.,t alonu' u. these

ffferts I., re.lu... our i.o\erl.N and wliat lull. .Ihl the ILpuir trade lurnish us."

Kirst, as rei;arils llie s.rike Ptrik.'s fail often heeause ot (liree reasnnst

,a» our sa-dniis plav out. Did yon ever know of a har that, of its own free

will, .h.e.l up .P.rin^^ a strike t,. help us pr.d.mK the struggle? Or did they

not lalh.r, do a roaiin. trade while ue were off work?

,h, Strike Ireakers sometim.'s .l..f. at our aims. In Winnipeg reeontly the

teamsf.rs struek t..r two ,.ents an Ip.ur raise. Strike-hreak..rs were seeure.l

in Montreal hv RettniK men hoo/.ed liist ami then loadin^; them en the tram

for WinnipeiT. FiKure it out. men. l)o..s the l)o..ze business yive you eapable

leadership, 'ir does it help the foe?

(e; Strikes lail somefim..s l)e..ause violenee hy strikers drives away puhlie

sympathy an.l support. Does the open bar in strike time make tor lawfulnes.s

or lawlessness'.' The organizer of the recent teamsters' strike t.ild me that

the elosiiiK of tlie 1 ars j;reatly increased the elhcieney of their stru^'sle and

ma.le its mana'^ement mueh inore batistactory.

We eon. hide, tlierefore, that in struggling against poverty the bar is a

liindranee. not a help.

Seeond. in the i.olitical field it is acknowledged everywhere that liquor is

the chief agency for cormiition. Dix.m, the Siiigle-Taxer of Centre Winnipeg,

and RiiJg, the Socialist member for N..rth Winnipeg, were opiiostd m.)st strenti-

.nislv by the Ihiuor interests. Only as the workers enter the political Held

(lear-headed. well-organized and determined, will they get anywhere. Uooze

.Lies not clear the brain nor strengthen the organization, nor stimulate the

right kind of will power to win out against the exploiting interests of our land.

It is, theret-.u-e, idain that not the Prohibition Act, but the poverty of the

worker .creates the class distinction, and in our struggle to decrease poverty

by the strike or by intelligent political action we ar«J hampered at every turn

by drunkenness. Given a generation of workers who do not booze and who

give their spare time to the study of Labor progress in some of its forms,

instead of the doutitful enjoyment of the bar-room and the interests of the

working masses will be greatly forwarded in Canada.



6. And finally for this time, thii ii not Prohibition. Vr vioils' Tlie liiiimr

iTifii I iiiii iTiii'd foi- rriililliltldii! .Iii.^t tliiiik nf ihiir Ihui M riiiliim. imiIu-Ii.

.ipl'i'iils nor lii j(i.,];in|i/.i' I'rdhiliilldii l>y |p;l^>ill^; iliis llntish I'.iliiiiiliia Ail Hul
In |iriii •til

I ikIi 1 till' prcsi'iii law lli|iior fcir (linking; can \ir liail in lliiii> wav«.

la i Ily IJii' Klass in a hai'.

I ti I Ity the liijiili' In a .--liirc.

Ill Ily imixjiliiiK' It iiilo your honie ffdii Islilc Iji,. |.ri>vinr,-.

This Ho-<all«'<l I'rohiliitidii Act |iro|ios.'s to laiui'l all Ih.' lie .nrc)* wlilih
till- ii:-ir. inrc of I'.ritisli ColuniMa lian i;ii,fii i'(]r lar ami tin oi ilic aiioMv Ihis
inipvincc has n»>\cr >;iwii any one a IIccikc to iwiiKirt lii|iio|- into thr honn'.
ami IliiTcrori' cannol take away that which it ncwr ^avc, nor c.jiilil niw'.
The iini)ortath)n of li(iu(ir into a lUdMin c is a ni,itt»'r of inter |irovincial trail.-

and hy the terms cjf ('(iiifcdcratinn no iirn\in(i;il law can sto|i that. Only a
I lominion A( t can do that.

B. C. Prohibition Act is Strong Measure

|'1h' I'rivy loundl of K'n^land declared the .Manitoba Act was n nood Act
because it distinctly stated that it did not forhid iin|iortalion If that < laiise

had not been there the act would have been beyond |ir<)\ inclal iiowers. I'he

H. C. Act has wisely followed the Manitoba Ad alon.n the safe njad of con
stltutionalit.w

It Is true tliat by reason of recent Dominion legislation the proyinces aie
stipliosed to ha\e recei\ed permission to forhid the imiiortation. but that Ait
was not passei' until the H. C. Prohibilinn move was on the way several months
And lesides, the Iti.herty Act referred to has not itself been tested, nor do we
know what It means. We do know that it was moved by those who were
opposing tlie motion for total Prohibition for all Canada duriim the war. It.

Iiowever, at any suliseiiuent time the hiherty Act is proved of real value the
Prohibition forces will be >,'lad to back up the li(pior men in having tiiis H. C.
Act amended to take ailvanta,i,'(> of the Dohorty Act.

Tliis is the fact- TlllS liUlTlSH idLl.MlllA ACT IS "liOl II liITI(>\
TIIK I.I.MIT OF TIIK I'UOVKl) l'(n\i;i{8

T(i

OF HKITISIl fOM .MIUA. 1(1

HAVK INCMPKl) 1 M i-QiriATlOX I X DKIt ITS n.AlSHS WOILI) HAM.
Hi:i:.\ TO KKTAI.V Till-: HA1{ AM) THK Sllol' HFCArsirTMl-: A(.-T WUl'Ll )

HAVK |{i:i:.\ n.TKA Vllil.:s." dltra vires is the way a lawyer says

It means "no kooiI" in law.)
can charge l-'.oii for advi

it so be

Do you really want TOTAL I-KOHIHITIOX? Vote for this Act on September
14, and then you strengthen the hands of temperance leaders to secure total
Dominion i'rohihition from the only place it can be secured, that is the Dominion
House at Ottawa.

In a lina! word, the I^bor movement lias stood for Riuht things It cannot
afford to stand for the open bar-room. \Vinni|)eg l,abor gave a maitrilv for
this same Act. H. C. workers will do the same. Our hopes, our children, our
better selves are all arrayed again.st the traffi-- in the depraved tastes of men
and that prohts in our undoing. Vote dry and refuse to accept responsibilitv
tor the continuance of the legalized traffic.






