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C O N D\ U C T

Earl of

OF THE

LOUDON.

A Writer, not very lorig fince, dropped fome 
ambiguous words, which might be fp 
pofcd to refledt upon lord Loudon ; and 

the whole people were alarmed: it was an infult 
upon the wifeft meafures ; and an abufe of one of 
the firft Of men. Power in a little time changed 
hands ; and the public voice changed with it : 
fludtuating and weak as water ; and driven, like 
that, any way, with the lead breath of artful 
men. Nothing Was now expedted, where all 
before feemed certain of fuccefs ; and wagers 
were offered by thofc who affedted to be in the 
fecrets of government, that the reft of the world 
might form the defigned opinions.

The meafures were Gill the fame \ and the 
man the fame who was to condudt them : and if 
he had not deferved the firft extravagant ap- 
plaufe, far lefs did he merit the new obloquy. 
The defign was as likely to fucceed under one ad- 
miniftration as another j for the force to execute 
it was unaltered j and neither the old nor new

A 2 miniftyf
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miniftry had any fhare in its contrivance. The 
plan was his alone who flood entrufted with the 
execution of it ; and there neither was nor is any 
caufc to doubt, but he would have purfued the 
true path to its fuccefs.

He is now returned : and in the place of that 
glory which he Would probably have gained ; 
he has the unfair reprefentations of interefted men 
to combat ; and hears his conduit arraigned by 
thofe who have as little knowledge of the circum- 
ftances, as of the nature of the fervice.

This his lordfhip has paffed hitherto, and I 
fuppofe will continue to pafs over, unregarded.

The good and great are above the notice of po
pular clamour : but what themfelves defpife, o- 
thers often feel for them. I think the earl of 
Loudon would be as much above anfweting fuch 
accufations, as defervirtg them : but they arc fo 
eafily refuted, that it Were much to be regretted 
if none fhould do it.

The general opinion of thefe perfons is, (at 
lead it is their general exclamation) that his lord- 
fhip did not fufficiently pufh the fervice ; and 
that Louisbourg might have been taken with the 
force under his command. They are bold e- 
nough to urge the meafures of government in 
changing the command, as a circumftance of 
proof for their aflertion.

It little becomes fuch perfons to judge of the re • 
folutions of a miniftry, which it is impofiible they 
fhould underftand : and it would be as improper 
for me to queftion their impropriety, who am as

far
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far from any knowledge of their-motives : bat if 
will be eafy to (hew, this nobleman dcfcrvcd nd 
cenfure ; and it mud then be indifferent from 
whom it comes.

If it fh «II appear by the following fair detail1 
ofcircumdanccs, that the earl of Loudon laid sf
man of operations, equally for the glory and in
ured of his country ; , that this defign received 
the fanétion of the government ; and himfelf, its 
author, had the honour of the command : that 
the mcafures by which he purftied this purpofe 
were conformable to reafon, and the nature of 
the fervice; and that they wereapproved by thofe 
mod immediately concerned; that the expedition 
was pufhed with all1 poflible vigour by his lord- 
fhip ; and was rendered impracticable by acci
dents in which he had no Concern ; we have 
reafon to hope the candid and honed will conti
nue to pay chat regard to his lordthip s great qua
lities, with which they received the notice of his 
being appointed to command in that enterprize.

This we (hall attempt to (hew, by a plain,re
cital of fatfs; which will be related, we hope, with 
accuracy; at lead with impartiality : for we have 
no view but truth. This has been hitherto obfeur- 
cd by artifices, or defaced1 By rancour, but it is 
not difficult to clear oft thofe dains, and prefent 
the fair relation to the world. It has not yet been 
done ; and indeed, according to the circumdan- 
ces, could not eafily ; for we have depended jn 
England upon the reprefentations of things from

thofé



/ TKbfe pn the fpot, who, tho’ they knew the truth ] 
were partial.

The people of New York hated lord Loudon 
for two things ; his quartering the troops upon 
them,and the embargo on their (hips: and pow
er changed hands in England. The enterprize 
mifearried, as half the enterprizes n the world 
have done, from the circumftances of things, 
not from any fault in the commanders : and tho* 
we fuffer, no one is to blame. This is the gene
ral ftate of the cafe ; and this will appear by the 
following fads. <\

We (hall take in the whole time from the firft 
plan of the enterprize,to the return of the troops : 
and we have neither defire nor power to mifre- 
prefent them. They have been laid before the

fjublick as they occurred, and occafionally, in 
arge recitals : and we may apply to every ac

count that has been publiihed from the articles 
of news-papers, to the fyftems of the temporary 
politicians, that they areas here reprefented, and 
that they never have been reprefented otherwife. 
Thefe being allowed, the reafonings cannot be 
contradicted, for they flow from no other fource ; 
and we flatter ourfelves the impartial publick (to 
whofe judgment k.ngs appeal) will entertain no 
doubt in any circumftancc. What is here offer- 
red is the plain and uninfluenced voice of reafon : 
if his lordfliip had been confulted, doubtlcis it 
would have been better; but it is thus difinte- 
refted ; and I believe no one will have fo much 
caufe as hirofelf to be dhlatisfied.

The



The ftory will ffand .as an example of the va
nity of the

Arbitrium popular is aura.

And if the reader wifhes to fee another, let him 
remember the poor good old lord Blakency. 
The vehemence of applaufe, and the fudden and 
unmerited turn from it to cenfure or neglcd, arc 
milerable inftances of the unfteadinefs of the hu
man mind; and while they teach ut caution, 
they fhould be alfo leffons of humility.

Toward the latter end of the year before laft, 
the earl of Loudon laid before the miniftry his 
fenfe of the ftate of the war. The importance 
of North America needed not to be infilled on ; 
it was too obvious for argument : the little fucccfs 
of our forces there, he fhewed, was owing to 
their having undertaken little ; and it was pro- 
pofed to attempt Cape Brçton, and thence all 
Canada. The enterprize was great, and it was 
therefore fit for Britons. The thought was wor
thy of a hero ; and with the Propofition this 
nobleman laid down the means and meafurcs for 
its execution : vaft as it appeared, he fhewed it 
was praticable; and we have no reafon to doubt 
but that he would have proved it fo in the exe
cution. Perhaps we (hall ftill fee it done with 
the fame forces, and upon the fame plan ; and I 
think I may venture to fay, that in this cafe no 
man will be more rejoiced at his country's fucccfs 
than lord Loudon, or more indifferent whether 
it were brought about by himfelf or by another.

When
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When this nobleman propofcd to the govern

ment an enterprizc againft thefe place , he deli
vered in an account of the force which might be 
required for Its execution ; and the greateli per- 
IboS in the kingdom, after a mature confideration, 
did equal honour to his lord (hip’s head and 
heart, by approving not the purpofe only, but 
the plan of operations ; and by committing to 
his csrc the condu.fl of the expedition. Lord 
Toudoa received the approbation of his fcheme 
with the fame coolnefs wherewith he had laid it ; 
end, with an undifturbed mind, planned thene- 

. ceflary meafures, not of fuccefs alone in the en- 
terprize, but of fafcty in the colonics which 
fright be eipdfcd by it.
, Three points .demanded great confideration. 
The preventing the enemy from receiving intel
ligence of his defigns ; the providing an uninter
rupted tranfportation for the troops ; and the fe- 
ctning the frontiers pf the feveral colonies, mod 
expofed to be attacked by the enemy, while the 
main (force was acting effeétually on'the great 
fcheme.

Thefe are the requifites to a rational undertak
ing of fuch importance, and without thele luccefs 
would either be impoilible, or the confequences 
worfe than its failure.

For thefe lord Loudon provided by a timely 
care, and by fuch meafures as appeared to him 
left moil eaiy and effe&ual.

Had things at home continued in the date 
wherein he left them, thele meafures would have

been
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been applauded, as they certainly appear,to have 
deferved ; and every one of them would have 
been a new article in hispraife : but men jodged 
differently by the time the accounts arrived : and 
the mob, who had before applauded not without 
reafon, though without knowledge, were now 
taught to cenfure and condemn equally without 
either ; and they who knew a little againft both.

Men who were at this yaft diflance were to 
judge of operations, without knowing <Mpqn what 
circumftances he who was on the fpot found them 
neceflary; and they who were ignorant of the 
nature of command, were to determine concern» 
ing the meafores of the, war, The politician of 
a coffee-houle was to fit in judgment upon his 
defigns, whom the government had underflood 
to be perfectly capable of the fcrvicc ; and it 
may be faid, with that freedom which becomes 
the truth, ignorance was not his moft dangerous 
enemy. Men were, taught to fay what thofc 
who influenced them knew to be falfe ; and the 
reputation of the comrtiander was to be facrifked, 
while he was purfuing a defign approved by his 
country, by thofe very meafures which he had 
kid down for its execution.

I fhall not anticipate, by entering into particu* 
lars, what may be neceffary on a more important 
occafion ; but I fhall add, there are fome who 
will blufh to read this -, and perhaps fear what 
may follow.

As to the popular opinion, no man defpifes 
that, except he who knows he does not delerve

13 it;
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it; but I may add, I think, with truth, that this 
commander, though perhaps he has felt with as 
much warmth of gratitude as any man, the ap- 
plaufes of his country, yet would difclaim them 
upon the conditions on which fomc have tried 
to gain them. '

The meafures by which this general provided 
for the execution of his enterprize, and the de
fence of the colonies, though they be now con
troverted, were once approved : they dill arc 
what they were, and it feems plain to reafon 
they would have been approved (till, if any o- 
ther man had followed them. He was in a com
mand that authorifed his taking thefc fteps; and 
he was upon the fpot to know, though we arc 
not, that they were necéflary. This will appear 
hereafter; and it is juft it (hould be believed 
now, unlefs fome reafonable caufe be (hewn to 
doubt it.

In the colonies, the governors whom his lord- 
fhip aflembled on that occafion, entered into all 
his reafons, approved all his propofitions, and, 
like the government at home, adopted all his 
meafures ; and by their ready concurrence did 
him peculiar honour.

They were plealed to think he underftood the 
(late of their refpe&ive governments better than 
they did themfelvcs ; and while they acknowledg
ed the wifdom of placing them only on the de- 
fenfive, they were at once furprifed at the eafy 
means by which he propofed to effed it: and 
perfectly convinced that thofe means were fuffi- 
cient.

When
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When, in purfuancc of his lordfliip’s plan, the 

number of troops to be fupplicd by each colony 
was fettled, and the places of their deftination 
were appointed, according to the well laid and 
well underftood plan of general defence ; this 
part of the preparation was accomplilhed : and 
the refpeft the feveral governors paid to the com
mander, and the unanimity they (hewed among 
one another, gave every poflible profpeét of tran
quillity.

Thus far the enemies of lord Loudon (but I 
recall the term, he can have none) let me be 
permitted to call them the blind and mifguided 
creatures of thofe who wifh him ill, muft ac
knowledge every thing was conducted well.

The two remaining articles, the effectual con
veyance of the forces, and the preferving fecrecy 
in regard to the enemy, were to be provided for, 
one way and only one : this was by laying an 
embargo on the outward-bound veflels. Either 

H of thefe occafions would have juftified that mea- 
fure in the eye of reafon, but both concurred to 
demand it. This expedient anfwered both pur- 
pofes, and no other meafure could have anfwered 
either. I

I know this embargo has been an occafion of 
much complaint at home, for tome caufe of dif- 
fatisfaftion muft be aftigned ; and this Was beft, 
for it was popular. Far be it from thofe who in- 
tereft themfelves in lord Loudon’s caufe to endea
vour to deny, to extenuate, or even to cxcufc 
this proceeding. If there be blame laid on it, 

B 2 What
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What is the caufe? Was it no tncceffary to the fer» 
vice ? none would difpute it ; that woyld be too 
hardy: it would betray an ignorance no man 
would charge upon himfelf. Had he not a 
right and juft authority to do it? there is no que- 
ftion but he had. His orders were abfolute: he 
was fuppoied to underftand the lervice : he was 
confidered as a brave and an'honeft man : and 
he will be confidered as fuch a one when evenN 
the deteftation (hall ceafe, which will long pur- 
fue their memories who now affedl to think him 
ctherwife.

It muft be owned that the laying an embargo 
on the outward-bound veffels was a ncceffary 
meafure, and that lord Loudon had juft authority 
to do it. Of what then is it that men would 
complain ? Is there any one will fay a comman
der is to blame, who does a ncceffary adion by 
his proper power ? there is none fo abfurd. Let 
them on die other hand fay, whether they would 
not have blamed him if he had omitted it ? They 
would bavé had juft reafon,

This embargo was attended with many incon- 
veniencies to private perfons : it is allowed ; but 
k could not be avoided. Public meafures of the 
moft ufeful kind often are fo, and when the 
people's voice is left to its free courfe, the necef» 
fity is fecn, and there is no complaint.
, None will difpute the neceftity of it in this in- 
ftance. It is impoflible. At the fame time it 
muft be owned, it was attended with particular 
inconveniencies. England was in want of cornj

at
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at leaft the public by bad men were made t# 
think fo; and to fuffer « much as if the fcarcky 
was real : there was corn in the coloriies that 
could be (pared ; and the embargo prevented fdf 
the time its exportation. The circumftances are 
certain. But did lord Loudon create rhefe cir-J 
cumftances ? Was he the author of our imaginary 
famine ; or in the plan of his enterprise could he 
forfee it ?

- It is allowed thofe perfons in the colonies who 
had (hipped corn lor England loft an advantage; 
but it was a lofs that could not be avoided : antf 
if thofe who have been loudeft in complaints 
would make out a fair lift of the fufferers, the 
quantity (hipped, and the time delayed, it would 
be found, that very tittle occations, when it is 
thought convenient, can raile great clamours.* 
This is the fair way of (fating the account ; it is 
very plain why they will not be brought to do it; 
but if we hear more of it* ‘tis not impoffiblc that 
we may do it for them.

In plain truth the inconvenience was much 
Icfs than has been pretended ; and the import
ance of the meafure greater than can be well i- 
magined. The candid reader fees the fair (late 
of the cafe; and he will perhaps fay for himfelf, 
what, after the meafures that have been taken, 
it would be indecent for me to fay to him.

The government has, in confequence of the 
clamours on this fubjedt, taken from commanders, 
for the future, the power of extending an em
bargo to (hips deftined hither from the colonics.
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I fhall not take upon me to judge whether this 
ftep be wife, or what were its immediate motives ; 
for I think greatly of their integrity and wifdom 
who now have power : but if it be thought by 
any that this new regulation reflects difgrace upon 
lord Loudon, they may be told, that on the con
trary, the taking away this power for the future, 
acknowledges he had it juftrly when he exerted 
it; and the necefiity of the fervice was really e- 
oough to have anfwered much greater private 
difadvantages.

Men.whofc own hearts had taught them to feek 
bad motives for the condudt of others, laboured 
to attribute this embargo to a different caufe: and 
there were not wanting fome weak enough to 
imagine, pr wicked enough to pretend, they ima-

S'ncd there, that this ftep was taken to favour 
e bargains of thofe who were to provide for the 

forces : nor did we want here men who were 
impolitic enough, I had like to have faid ab- 
furd enough, to adopt the opinion,

I (hall not enlarge here upon the private cha
racter of lord Loudon ; but they muft have 
known very little of it, who could fuppofe him 
capable of being influenced by fuçh motives; and 
they muft have furely ftrange heads as well as 
moft abandoned hearts, who when the nature of 
the publick fervice fo plainly and fo needfully re
quired this meafure, could attribute it to private 
views and perfonal intereft.

Thofe who were upon the fpot can acquaint the 
incredulous, that it was not till late in the clamour

this
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this accufation was ftarted. The firft complaints 
were of the hardfhips ofthe meafure; the unnappy 
ftate of private men who muft: be opprcfled toferve 
the public ; and the neceflities of England. Thefe 
were the firft expoftulations ; but when the lord 

• Loudon fteadily oppofed the publick caufe to 
thefe private hardfhips ; and though he was con
cerned to fee them, would not endanger the ge
neral fervice to remove them ; then it was that 
private purpofes were pretended ; then malice 
taught the fufferers to invent caufcs,which them- 
felves did not believe ; and thefe were added to 
the former clamours.

Lord Loudon, in the confcioufnefs of his own 
innocence, Hemmed this torrent of calumny 
there; but probably he did not imagine it ever 
could be received in England. ; ■

If it be a crime to prefer the public fervict to 
the conveniencies of a few private perfons, it 
cannot be denied that lord Loudon has been guil
ty. If the care of thofe forces, whidh are ex
pelled to perform the greateft exploits, be crimi
nal in their commander, this nobleman is with
out excufe. He had, before this great affair of 
the embargo, incurred the ill will of feme indi
viduals on this account : and it muft be owned, 
that he feems on that firft occafidn to have con- 
fidcred the foldiery not only as valuable members 
of a ftate, but as human creatures. Thefe are 
his crimes : for he is not accufed of others, ex
cept by perfons who are too low for anfwering; 
and te all thefe I believe he will plead guilty.

Eng-

»
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England had refu/ed to give quarters to the Hei- 
jiarts, whom (he had called over for her immedi
ate defence, at a feafon when the field prcfented 
only death to them: and New-Jork, taithfuhto 
the difgraceful example of the mother country, 
would have expofed to death with as little remor(e 
the troops this government fent thither for h^r 
protection, and for the enterprife defigned by this 
commander.

On this occafion, if reafon be allowed to judgç, 
Jord Loudon’s conduct may be fet as a model tqr 
all future officers in the like circumftance. 
r The troops the government had fent in purfu- 
ance of the plan, arrived after the worft hard
ships of a winter’s voyage : and, after all their 
fufferings, they had the fpirit to lay, that they 
complained of nothing, fince they knew the ler- 
vice required it

The people, though they had been fenfible 
enough of thefe dangers, and though they look
ed upon thefe troops as deftined for their lafting 
fecurity, yçf would have treated them with a ri-

reccption
the mofl;,mild fetnqnftrances, the magiftracy ar\- 
fwered. with as little decency as feeling, that 
they fhould not be admitted into private ones. 
The commander knew equally his power, and 
the neceffity of the fervicc ï he ordered them ih 
a fair and equal diftribution to the private as weft 
as publicfc houfes. The magiftracy infilled oh

their



their rights and privileges; to which lord*Lotv» 
don oppofed his authority, and the necellity of 
the fervice. 1 hey were outrageous, and he 
was refolute. He always fpoke with great rcf- 
pe& of their natural and political rights ; but he 
would notf crificc to thv m the lives of the foldicrst 
His Lordfhip carried his point ; and he then took 
orders for the good behaviour of the foldiers. In 
this he was as indefatigable, as he had been refo
lute in giving them quarters; and it will be own
ed at New York fur ever, in fpite even of preju
dice itfelf, that the foldiers behaved with fo per
fect regularity and decency, that thofe who had 
been loudeftin the oppofnion, owned aftci wards 
they fuftered no hardship.

Let us now-ftirly review thefe two capital in
cidents. It was on thefe the commander firft 
loft the good will of fome people in the colonies ; 
and thefe, as foon as they found encouragement 
from England, fpiead the moft unjuft afperliuns.

Lord Loudon had ihe honour to be entrufted 
with the conduct of a very important enterprize ; 
and he manifefted a due care and a becoming fpi- 
rk in providing in thefe two inftances for the pre- 
fervation of the troops, and for preventing that 
common fource of difappointment inEnglifh enter- 
prizes, the intelligence of the enemy. In each 
of thefe cafes fome private perfonsfuffered incon- 
venicncies : and there are mouths in which a 
little hardlhip will make a loud complaint. It 
ip enough to lay, that the difadvantages in e.ich 
cafe were thc.leaft that could be expe&ed ; and 
that, with a determined care for the fucccfs uf

C the
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the efîterprilé, alt poffible attention was fhewn 
to the mtereft of the people. The embargo 
was continued no longer than the neceflity of the 
forvice required: and the peoplefuffered nothing 
from receiving their deliverers into their houtest 
Perhaps they laved all bv it. The fehemes and 
purpoics of the enemy for that year’s campaign 
are now known; and their difappointment wai 
owing folelv to thefe fuccours; fo that it is not too 
much to fay, that the numbers of thefe forces, 
and the determined fpirit of the commander in 
chief, which the French alfo knew, faved thefo 
colonies without ftrik’ing a blow. If they knew 
what it is for a country to be theifcat ot urarj 
they will at length underftand what arc thofefer-* 
vices of a force which deters the enemy from at
tacking them : and they will know, what thofo 
who arc fit to command armies always know, 
that much moreYervice may in (uch Cafes be done 
by keeping the forces together, than even by the 
gaining a vidtory.

Whether or not this has been the cafe in that 
quarter of the world, let thofe ïpeak who have 
been upon the fpot at the time : others talk, aa 
they are influenced; often wickedly, and always 
ignorantly. It is probable, that we fhall now 
fpcedily receive the news of victories and acqui- 
ficions there ; but it will be allowed, that the o-» 
perations of the preceeding campaign have laid 
the foundation of them, and led the way to them; 
and no man will have the prefumption to .fay, 
that equal advantages would not have followed,
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iFthccommand had continued in the feme h»nd»> 
For my own part, and I am not altogether urn- 
acquainted with the circumftances, I think cert 
lainly they would : aod when I rccolledt thè 
fury of applaufe and good opinion, which.ao* 
companied this nobleman on his undertaking the 
fervice ; and fee no ftep by which he has jiHtiy 
forfeited that good opinion, or deferved even thé 
lighted cenfure, J cannot join the multitude in 
difclaiming my firft fentimentSi: but rather pity 
the wcaknefs of human nature, and blufli to fee 
men of greater abilities carried with the torrent, 
ind adopting opinions which they could not de
fend.

It was an article of high importance in the re* 
guUtion of this enterprize, that a fleet ot confi- 
derable force fhould fail from England at fuch a 
fcafon as to join its influence in the adtion. The 
commander in chief of the forces knew very well 
at what time this fleet ought to fail from England; 
and when it might reafonably be expected in A* 
mcrica. His lordlhip edmputed the voyage, as 
accurately as fuch circumftances will admit of 
computations ; for a voyage to America is always 
longer than one from thence to England : and 
allowing for this and for the chance ot winds, he 
computed that they might be expedted the firft 
week in June.

Let me demand, with that fair freedom which 
becomes the truth, Can any man fay lord Loudon 
judged amifs in this refpett ? was it not reafon- 
able that he ftiould expedt the fleet at that tinier?

Ci or
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or was it reafonable he fhould undertake with
out them an enterprize of fo great moment, and 
in -which they were deftined to have fo large a 
jhare ? Plain as the anlwers to thefc quert ons 
are, the demand is not rhe Ivfs neçefîarv. What 
1 have heard objected to the conduct of this 
nobleman, has arifen either from want of know
ledge of the moft plain fafts, or fiom a refolution 
to conceal that knowledge. The anfwer to all 
the cavils is io plain, a man of reafon is almoft- 
afhamed to make it ; but they fhould blufh who 
have rendered it necefTary.
- . Much more might be faid : and may be if 
fartner occafion calls; but, for the fitisfaétion of 
the.difinterefted public, this will be futficient.

We have Ten the ftate’of the enterprize, its 
dependence upon a fleet from England, and the 
regular expectation of that reinforcement. Let 
us review the conduét of lord Loudon, even to 
the minuted article ; for what is honourable will 
bèar it, and be more itfelf, the ftrider is the 
trial, lt will rife as gold from the furnace, the 
more pore and prfeCt for thefe flriét enquiries

The troops who had arrived in the depth of 
winter, had been recruitid and :efrefhed by three 
months reft and food in their quarters, when 
the prepaiation wa« io be begun tor the fervice. 
Thele quarters and this refi efhn.ent we have 
/hewn they owed to lord Loudon : the people 
would have left them in the fhtets to perifh. 
The lpuit and Ovttrn ired lelolutiun with which, 
tLvo0h unacr the loLelt language, lus lord/hip
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hid infixed on this point, againft the magîltraeÿ 
and people, doubtleis have made him many ene
mies there ; b it they ought to have procured 
him more friends here ; and to have endeared 
him for ever to the army.

It was plain thofe people would endeavour to 
mifreprefent his aftions ; but theirlource of en
mity, which continued not the lefs violent thor 
concealed, fhould have been always confidered 
httc} and their accounts judged accordingly. 
The tranfports became the next confideration ; 
ancTit was computed, that about ninety would 
be fufficient for the embarkation. Timely care 
was taken of thist the government was not put 
to a necdlefs expencc, by keepihg them in pay 
a long while before they were wanted ; nor was 
the preparation left to the laft moment. As it 
was pofiible « he fleet from England might arrive 
fooner than the computation, ninety veflels for 
this fervicc were ready by the firft week in May, 
and were got together at New-Yotk, with orders 
tp be in readinefs to receive thefoiccs. This 
was the condufl of the general ; and let me ask 
thofe who would find fault throughout his pro
ceedings, What in this was wrong, What was ill* 
judged, or What they would wifh other wife? K 
is thus we have deftred them to examine the 
whole condud of the enterprize, and thus wc 
fhall defire they will continue the examination. 
'J hat thefe things are true as they are here repre- 
fented, is notorious : and how could they have 
been dirtded better?

Lord
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...Lord Loudon held all things thus m readinefs 

^fortnight, waiting with that impatience which 
CQjjld no; but arife ui the bread of a commahder 
who lovqd his country, and had concerted mea
sures for rendering her the mod important Service, 
fat the arrival of the fleet from England.

Though toward the end of May they were 
not arrived, as every day brought the utmoft li
mits of the computation nearer and neaffer, the 
forces were, in the lad week of that month, or* 
dered to embark.

1 his was done with good order and due expe
dition. They arrived at Sandyhook on the firft 
day of June; and the fifth of that month* thç 
time of uttnod computation for the arrival of the 
Engliih fleet, lord Loudon alio embarked, that 
he might be in readinefs to fail on it’s arrivaj.

Hitherto let us ask partiality itlelf, Was there 
tpj fault in the conduà of lord Loudon ; or could 
there any be pretended in it ? Is it not evident 
that his force w»s. ready, and hirolelf re dy, to 
yd on the arrival o the fleets and would they 
have had him fail withoutthem ?

While the preparations were making at New- 
York, for our troops embarking, news came that 
the French had a Cqeadroe of fume force cruifing 
©ff Hallifax : that they were fix (hips of war, five 
of them of the line; and that they were deftined 
to Lonhbourg. The intelligence, which came 
exprefs fromBofton, was confirmed by the crews 
el fume prizes which had fallen into the bamto 
of die privateers ofNew-Yuuk; their tclhmcyjy

relating
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^dating to the number and force of the TWp» 
concurring with the account fromourown people.

The Beet from England, eagerly expeAed, was 
not yet arrived. What was the commander of 
the land-forces to do ? Could he with his tranCi 
ports and the fmall fopport of -fhips of war that 
attended them, proceed againft Inch a force ? 
there is none fo ralh or ignorant at to fay it.
- AU that could be done was done : two fhipt 
of war fent out to view she coaft, the traniportS 
remaining at anchor.

The year was now advanced toward the lattef 
end of June : and the fewfon of the campaign, is 
which fomuch was to be done, became cotU 
traded into very narrow hmits. Lord Loudonj 
who had formed the plan, and from his know^ 
ledge of all circurnltances had lo great expe£ta-> 
tiens from it, parted the hours tempkwed in This 
necçffery flep, in great impatience: at length theft 
thins returned, and had feen nothing of the enemy;

The operations of the campaign, the hope of 
advantage to England from ah this preparation; 
hung now almoft upon a point of time, a moment;

To fail was not without hazard ; but to delay 
longer was to give op all. If fuch a force of the 
enemy, as had been reprefented, fhould hawe 
fallen in with the tramfports, the event mull hav» 
been dreadful ; but there was hope they mighf 
not, fince thefe Ihips lent out on purpofc had not 
feen them.

Lord Loudon, urged by this profpeft of fac* 
cels, and by the certain mifehief of a longer d^

lay



ky, failed on the twentieth of June ; and he ar
rived in ten days at Halifax.

, JPerfedt in the exp dation of the Engliih floet’s 
çoming, lord Loudon, who had waited hour by 
hour while he lay at Sandyhook, for it's appear
ance, never doubted, but in the time of'hib lad
ing from thence to Halifax they would arrive ; 
but even this thought was vain. He made the 
dangerous voyage fuccefsfully ; but .he found no 
fleet, nor had the lead notice of any.

Delays in England, and contrary winds in the 
partage, kept admiral Holbourn from North A- 
inenca till the fécond week in July. I do not 
know that there is any accufation fauly to be laid 
fgainft thofe who were expetied to prevent the 
delay at home ; and certainly the winds arc un- 
controulable : but whatfoever prevented this fleet 
from arriving at the expedted time in America, 
prevented alio the fucccfsful execution of the pro
ject. The prefent fleet has failed under more 
happy aufpices : it has reached the deftmation 
jnore than two months earlier than that did which 
fhould have fupported the operations of lord 
Loudon -, and as we judge with realon that the 
delay of that fleet prevented our fuccefs, we may 
with equal juftice promife ourfelves that glory 
from the prefent expedition, which it was im
portable to reap in the other.

Lord Loudon found at Halifax the deftined re
inforcement of fhips and men ; and he landed 
his foldiers, and encamped them on an advan
tageous ground.

All



All this rime the eagerly expected fleet was 
abfent. His lordftiip kept the men employed in 
clearing ground for a parade, and afterwards 
in regularly exercifing them upon it, and in mak
ing every other preparation that could be necef- 
fary or ufeful in the fuccceding time of action.

At laft the fleet arrived ; not in a body, but 
(hip by (hip, as the winds and Teas permitted. Ju
ly was wafting fa ft ; and every motion required 
now the moft preffing hafte. The firft ftep to
ward the attack of Louisbourg was to learn the 
ftate of the place at that inftant, the force and 
condition of the enemy, and the feveral circum- 
ftanccs which might give light "into the beft me
thod of attack.

Veflels had from time to time been fent out to 
this purpofe ; and now fome of the beft failing 
ones in the fleet, with the moft experienced pi
lots on board, were difpatched with the two great 
inftrutftions, a careful examination, and a quick
return.

In the mean time the care lay in preparing the 
land forces for the attack. The number amount
ed to about eleven thoufand ; but a great part of 
thefe were new to the profefiion of arms, and 
ignorant of the duty.

The firft bufinefs had been to give them the 
rudiments of their inftruftion.on their landing at 
Halifax ; and they were now praélifed in the me
thods of attack ; and accuftomed to the fmell of 
powder, by repeated reprelentations of regular 
fieges; in which every incident that could occur

D ii
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in actual fervice was /hewn them ; and all thofe 
things which might have thrown them into con- 
fufion in the aflault, by their novelty, were ren
dered f .miliar by the examples, conducted with 
the mod perfedt regularity in thefe exercifes.

This was the employment of the land force, 
while intelligence was fought by the (hips : and 
by this the men were fo well taught their duty, 
and fo familiar with every article in the attack of 
an enemy, that perhaps from a body in great 
part raw and undifciplmed, they were, by the 
end of that fhort interval, fuch as it would be 
difficult to equal in many armies.

It does not appear to me, that a better ufe 
could have been made of the time neceflarily 
employed in gaining intelligence : nor can it ap
pear to any, thatLouisbourg fhould have been at
tacked before this information was obtained. 
There is no man fo loft to reafon. Yet this is by 
fome ftrange artifice, and by a more ftrange con
clut in the generality, attributed to the com
mander in chief as a crime} and he is thought 
blameable for it. This alfo gave occafion to the 
gallant impatience of an officer in high comm- 
mand ; which I yet think deferved applaufe, not 
cenfure ; much lefs the harfh fteps which a coun
cil of war thought proper to take upon that oc
cafion.

He who blames eagernefs in the troops, con
demns what he ought of all things to encourage 
and applaud. The earned valour of the officers 
is of the fame true damp, and of the fame high

character ;
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character ; the regulations of the fervice will al
ways prevent its going too great a length, and it 
is a good prefage of fuccefs.b action.

Thefe are to with for the engagement, but i| 
is the commander in c)iicf who is to determine 
when to enter upon it.,. His valour fhould be of 
another call and character, tempered with cool 
thought, and under thç abfoluie controul of rei- 
fon. ....

He alone is to determine, when and in what 
manner to aftack the enemy ; his place and office 
give him this authority ; and the fird praife in 
thole who are under him in command, isacquief- 
çcnce in hisppbfons, wit^b unanimity.

Thcj^epeated excrqfes and confiant employ
ment of the troops in tfiefc attacks, had railed in 
them a fpirit of earned defirç ;tp enter on the real 
fervice ; and it is no wonder ^heir officers breath
ed the fame generous ^rdour. I think it may be 
faid, within the bounds of moddl truth, that no 
man in the army defired tbç opportunity of ,<n- 
tering upon adtion, more earneftly than lord Lo*-» 
don ; but b him ft was a defire tempered with a> 
tfioufand cautions. The lives.of the men, the 
fuccefsiof the enterprize, the glory of his coun
try, and her immediate and moil important in- 
tcreils, depended folely upqn him : he muil aft-, 
fyver it to God and to his çountry, if all jwas qot 
condudled rightly, and the. lead overfight of bis . 
might cod the lives of the men, and the-very 
hope of the caufe,

For theie reafons he earnedly fought the ne- 
cefTary intelligence -, and certainly the manage-

U 2 ment
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ment and employment of the force while he 
waited for it f however fomc men, in whofç minds 
Raillery takes the place of reàfon, may have re- 
prefented it ) was the moll rational that could 
have been devifed.

The foldiers thought fo ; and they found the 
effects'of il, m foth an improvement as Was ne
ver made m a like body df troops in equal time ; 
tiic people alfo thought it who were on the fpot. 
It was an adt of which every man çould, judge ; 
fcnd all voices were unanimous in approving it.

If if could be charged upon lord Loudon that 
he pTOtrîuSed thé tithe of waiting for this intelli
gence, and that he had omitted inch means of it 
as were before in hîs power, there would be juft 
ground for this dertlhre: but it is notorious that 
was not the cafe. Oqf attempts fot Intelligent 
were uhhappily delayed and difappointçd ; but 
thefe mifchances Hi the'execution cannot lay 
blatoe upon the comtiiahdbr whogaye the orders. 
This ahd this ohly « the queftion with relation 
to hislordlhip; Did héor did he not difpatch vef- 
fekat propel* times, and with proper inftruftiohs, 
on this important fe/vjee? It iffhioft evident that 
he did: and this was all he coulddb^ We can 
r.omore charge upon lord Loudon the ill luck 
of fhofc he fent out for this purpôfe, than the 
delay of the Englifh fleet.

It is certain that fuch a fleet, the force and 
deftination of which were fettled fo long before, 
might have arrived in North America at a much 
earlier period ; and in that cafe the time necefla-

ry
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ry for gaining intçlligcnçv would not have fwal* 
towed up the fcàfon fit jfor aûion ; but it is not 
lord Loudon’s fault the fleet from England cam* 
fo much too lat«< fie could do no more than get 
in readinefs to a& with it when it fhould arrive ; 
and he was in that readinefs. The time of gain- 
ing intelligence between the arrival of the fleet, 
and the entering upon action, muft be allowed as 
a neçeflâry period of delay, by all who weigh 
the afticm. This could not be re.renched by lora 
Loudanj the only queftion, which can regard 
lord fh ip’s condu<ft, is, whether he .prolonged it ^ 
Let this be examined itriflly, for.it wilfbe tohi^ 
advantage every article fhould be fo Scrutinized g 
but lei usfet outjuftly. The time was prolonged 
beyond all expedation ; but lord Loudon no 
more prolonged it, than he delayed the fleet.

It is allowed, intelligence was npceflary from 
time to time, and molt effential of all before 
the entering upon aflion. Lord Loudon had 
from time to time fought and obtained it, and 
juft before the engaging in the fervice, he diA 
patched fwift-failing vcflels, and good pilots, to 
obtain it, and to make a fpeedy return. Soma 
time muft elaple in this employment ; and dur» 
ing this time, his lordfhip exercifed and accuf- 
tomed the forces to the intended fervice. This 
was not cenfured far otherwife ; it was applaud
ed. But the time of'Waiting was protraéfed, and 
when the intelligence was How, he was cenfured 
as if he had been the caufe ; and the employ
ment of the troops in mock fights and counter

feit
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fcit attacks ms condemned and ridiculed even by 
thofe who had before applauded it. So light is 
human nature!

> If this^employment of the foldiers was reafon- 
able at firft, it could not be ridiculous afterwards; 
ifrf.Was once right, it could not become wrong, 
unlefs by wafting ufeful time upon it. But the 
time could not be ufeful till the intelligence ar
rived ; and the cenfure Was therefore rhoft unfair 
The commander in chfef ordered thefe excrcifes 
for the itiftruftion and improvement of the foldi- 
try, in a time of jnaftion ; this inadion was ne- 
éeflary white the intelligence was fought, and 
é could not but continue till the intelligence ar
rived. Therç could be no better or more ufeful 
Employment of the foldiers during that period, 
and it was not continued any longer.

One almoft blufties to ftate propofitions which 
arc in themfelves fo clear, fo largely ; but there 
is no other way to combat the popular clamour. 
They who have been fo rath as to cenfure this 
commander, cither do not underftand thefe 
firings, tho' they are fo plain, or they aflednot 
to fee them clearly. It is neceftary therefore to 
ftate them as they are ; either to convince thofe 
perfons, or to Ihew the public that they a<ft agàînft 
convidion.

With regard to the delay Itfelf, now let1 the 
impartial hear the reafons. The very day the 
commander in chief came to Halifax, the moft 
experienced pilot of the place, captain Goram, 
was Tingled out for- the important fervice of gain

ing
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îng intelligence of the enemy s ftrength and-con
dition. His orders were exprefs, and they im
plied diligent enquiry, and a quick return. He 
found in the harbour of Louisbourg fourteen (hips 
of war ; ten of the line, the others frigates : this 
was the condition of the enemy before the arrival 
of the Britiffi fleet, and I fuppofe the moft fevere 
accufer of this general’s conduct will allow, all 
that he could do was to gain intelligence of it. 
There is none who would have had him enter 
on the attack againft this force, and without the 
fleet.

The time of waiting for the Englifh (hips was 
fo confiderable, that great alterations in the date 
of the enemy’s affairs might have been made in 
that period: therefore freffi knowledge of their 
flrength was afterwards neceflary. Captain Rous 
was then fent out in the Succefs, and two veffels 
of lefs force, with one of the tranfports, the belt 
failor among them. Intelligence from this fourcc 
was of the higheft importance, and the defign was 
excellent for obtaining it. The tranfport was to be" 
fent as clofe into the mouth oft he harbour as pof-. 
Able, that the French might take her for a prize, 
this wouM naturally have brought out. a pilot : 
and they were to have come back with him to 
the general and commander of the fleet.

If this failed, and he (hould be chafed by the 
fhips of war, the orders were for the fhips in the 
offing to get between the enemy and land, and 
take up any veflel they (hould fee, that the people 
might be examined for the neceflary intelligence.

The
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* The commander in chief can have no tiioit.to 
anfwer for, than this plan of fervice, and thefe 
brderS. We know the plan was not executed, 
and the orders were not punctually followed ; 
but this lies not at his door: nor indeed at any 
man's. There feemed a better opportunity of 
intelligence to offer, and the purfuit of that pre
vented the other. All that regards lord Loudon, 
is the propriety of tbisdefign for gaining it; and 
that, we may prefume, none will attempt to 
blame; it is certain none there Mamed it ; and 
they were better judges than any can be here.

That the commander in chief was fully deter
mined to attack the French, upon the (late of 
evidence firft brought in by captain Goram, none 
pretend to doubt ; nor can it be faid that any ne- 
ceflary or proper meafure tending to that purpofe 
Was omitted. The arrival of the fleet was to 
give the means of the attack ; and all that could 
be done now, was to have every thing in rcadi-
neft.

After this all was conduced in the fame man
ner : and the laft day of July all the tranfports 
were ordered in diviflons to the weft fhore, and 
to have the boats ready for receiving the troops ; 
a proper number of men draughted from the 
Halifax regiments were fent on board the men 
of war ; and the whole force had orders to be 
ready for embarking at an hour’s notice. The 
next day all the troops were embarked, councils 
were held for the immediate' conduct of the en-

terprizc,
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terprize, and a floop of war was dlfpitchcd to 
England, with intelligence of all that had palled.

The Succefs, whofe captain had the command 
of the (hips fent out for intelligence a full fort
night before, thought he had fallen in with rea
dier means than thole contrived for thib purpofe: 
two vellels came in light as he failed toward Lou- 
hbourg, which by all maiks and charters ap
peared to be a privateer fchoonei of ti e enemy, 
with a frigate of Louisbourg. 1 he captain put 
himfelf in fuch polition that they could not fcape 
him $ and while he purlued them, difpatched 
the tranfport back to acquaint the governor what 
fortune had thrown into his way.

When he came up withthefe veffels. his hopes 
of information vanifhed : he had the misfortune 
to find, that all his zeal and earneftnefs for the 
fervice had only ferved to lead him into an error. 
Theveflcls were an Englilh privateer with aprize.

What added to this ill fortune, was, that the 
tranfport being gone, it was impofiible for him 
to execute the firft intended plan. He fought 
by every means to repair the miichance, and fuc- 
ccedcd fo far, as to take a filhtng vefiel newly 
come from Louisbourg, which he carried into 
Halifax.

The intelligence thefe people gave, flrengthen- 
ed the refolution of immediately attuckmg the 
place, and gave that Ipirit and eager expectation 
to the forces, which rife from certainty of fu« ctfs. 
They confirmed in every inftance the truth of 
captain Çoraqa’s. fidt account, at to the fia c cf

B things



things at the time when he gave it ; and they repre 
fented (hem in a yet fairer light for our enter- 
prize at prefent. The account the people ob
tained from this intell gençe was, that of (he four
teen fhips ot war feen there by captain Goram, 
one half were fent to Canada ; the enemy not 
having penetrated into the Iccrctofour purpofes, 
nor knowing where we dcllined the attack. The 
garrifon ot Ljpuifbonrg, they added, was not more 
than three tnouland men.

All now confpired to animate and encourage 
the troops ; and every mcafure was taken for th.e 
imediate execution of the great defign : the forces 
were embarked, the vcfl'els ready, and Gaberon 
hay, near the harbourof Louisbourg, was appoint
ed as the rendezvous in cafe of reparation.

1 fuppofe it will be allowed, that the attacking 
or not attacking Louisbourg muft have been in 
reafûn determined by the foice there: what our 
own llrength was, we perfectly know ; and upon 
the intelligence now Hated,there was fair reafonto 
promife ourfelves luccefs. Under thefe circum- 
flanccs the attack was refolved ; and under thefe 
it would have been executed: but other intelli
gence arrived the next day but one ; and nccef- 
iarily eccafioned other mcafures.

Captain Goram, fent out a fécond time, was 
not yet returned; and early on the fourth of 
Auguft, a French prize was brought in: (he had 
been Lnt from Louisbourg, and was bound to 
F' lnce ; her bufinefs was to carry intelligence, 
end ihc was taken, with her papers. 4

Thefe
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Theft gave a certain and a true account : a fpy 

might be deceived ; but thofe who wrote home 
an account of the date and iVength of the place, 
mud know it. I hi* was certain intelligence; the 
reft was conjecture. By this it appeared ; that 
there were then in the harbour of Louisbourg 
twenty-nine fhips of war, feventeen of them of 
the line, the red frigates ; and that the forces 
amounted to four thoufand regulars, befide the 
garrifon of three thouland bcfoie mentioned.

1 his changed the face of affairs abfolutely, 
and, with it, changed the meatures of the com
mander. Ascertain as it had been that we might 
attempt Louisbourg with great hopes of futcefe, 
according to the former accounts ; lb plain it was 
that we now could not.

The drength of the enemy rendered the taking 
of the place impracticable ; and the general has 
been blamed, who therefore declined the under
taking.

This is the fair, and this the true date of the 
noble commander’s condudt : and this will, with * 
the impartial, fet afide all cenfure. If we may 
credit the accounts fince that time, this date of 
the place, contained in the French papers, muff 
have been true ; and in that cafe it would have 
been rafhnefs unbecoming a general, and unju- 
difuble in the higheft degree, to have yude the 
attempt.

It appears that lord Loudon, from this and o- 
ther concurrent tedimonies, found the place too 
well fupported to be attacked with his force -,

E z and
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sud he therefore gave up the dtfign for that 
year : leaving the glory of this important con- 
queit to fome foccctdmg and more favourable 
opportunity. He took back the forcesj diftri- 
buted them in advantageous dations ; and was 
preparing for other en ci prizes, when it pleated 
the government to give the command to another;

1 hete are the facts relating to that undertak* 
ing : t1 cy are plain, certain, and notorious: 
mere is nothing new to the reader in this date 
othem, for thofc who have before from lime 
to time recorded them, have done it jadly; 
From thefc the arguments are eafy, and the con- 
clotion is certain, that lord Loudon has a&ed 
according to the power entruded to him, like a 
l r .ve and wife man : and that the date of things 
dc.cimmed him to defer that emerprize, in 
which there is no profpedt he could have luc- 
ceeded, to times in which it may perhaps be 
accomplillicd by another. Though when ver 
if is done* the publkk will find, that even with 
more force, and more advantages, the druggie 
will be ddperatc.

If wc would learn how ill reports fird rofe corv- 
çerning thv commander; and why a man almoft 
adored one year, became the objefl of unfair 
ceniure in another, the caufe is caly ; and they 
kuow little of human nature who cannot trace it 
wi.hout our a<fidance. Our opinion of men and. 
actions in t at remote part ot the world, cannot 
l ui be infl çn ed greatly by the fentimentb of 
tiiufo upon d*. lpot i whom wc fuppolc to hate

more
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more opportunities of knowiag, sn3 whofc tdfr 
mony we are too apt to receive, without con fader» 
ing the influence of their paffions.

The opinions of people in England concerning 
lord Loudon have been greatly influenced by 
thofc of the inhabitants of New York: perhaps 
it may be fair to fay, they have been derived ah* 
folutely from them.

Thofe people, like ourfelvcs, fet oat with si 
high opinion of this nobleman ; and it is a point 
of importance to confidcr how they came to 
change it. If he would have been directed by 
their interefted views, or would have preferred 
their convenience to the fervice of the ftate, he 
would have had their fuffrages to this day. We 
ought, inftcad of adopting their unfair luggefti- 
ons, to honour him for the caufes of their diftaâe.

If lord Loudon would have left his foidiem 
without quarters, thefc people would have been 
fatisfied : if he would have left all means open 
to the intelligence of the enemy, they would 
have made no complaints.

It is certain by the account of the people in 
the vefiel taken by the Succefs, that they did 
not know the deftination of our forces, and that 
great point, the divifion of their force, had been 
gained by it. This was a coofequencc of the 
embargo : and it was fuch as promifed the mod 
certain fuccefs to our enterprize, if the fleet from 
{England had arrived at that lime, to have joined 
in the execution. That fleet was delayed j and 
it appears by the intelligence obtained from the

other
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etfcer prize, that, in the mean time, the French 
bad encreafed their feven (hips to nine and twen
ty. That which wa$ practicable againft the 
fmaller force, was impofliblc to be performed in 
oppofition to the larger ; and the attack of Lou- 
isbourg which might have been made at the firft 
favourable time, was poftpoued by the delay of 
our fleet, to a period when it was impracticable. 
I accufe no perfon : but this accident was the 
caufe, and this Angle circumftance was the rea- 
ibn we did not attack Louisbourg at a time when 
probably we might have taken it.

In the mean while, the people of our colonies, 
difgufted at the high hand with which lord Lou
don had necefiarily carried the affair of quarter
ing the troops and the embargo, fought all occa- 
fioos of mifreprefenting his lordlhip’s conduct : 
accidents in which he had no concern were in 
their confequences attributed to him, as if he 
had caufcd them; and every meafure that falfe- 

r hood, within the reach of their low cunning, 
could adopt, were ufed, to perplex and diffurb his 
tordfhip’s councils.
: When they were tired with the novelty of the 
excrcife of the loldiers, they began to complain 
that it was delaying bufinefs, and wafting uleful 
time ; though they at the fame time knew the 
delay was the not arriving of the expedted intel
ligence, and this was only an employment of the 
foldiers till it came.
. They firft bred thofe difaffeftions in the offi
cers, of which they afterwards blamed the con-r

fequenccs j



fequences ; and they even attempted to fet alftfc 
the evidence of that force in Lotrisbourg, which 

Tendered the attack impraticable, by a falfchood 
as infolent in the contrivance, as it was eafy df dé
tection.

The ftate of the place, and ftrength bf thé e- 
nemy, on the knowledge of which the enterprizé 
was füfpended, were g'rveh by the French officers 
themlelves, and intended for their fovereigrti 
1 he account, on the ftrength of which they 
have endeavoured to invalidate it, was what they 
called the teftimony of captain Goram. Theÿ 
were cunning to fix upon this name, for it had 
credit; and they were bold to ufc it: they had 
no right to his name, when they annexed it to 
their fcandaloos fition.

’Tis certain captain Goram was fent out a fe« 
eond time, and that he returned with a fécond 
account of the ftrength of the enemy. But what 
that account was, they never knew or heard : 
they gave out in the place of it, fuch an account 
as might beft fuit their own bad purpofes ; and 
they produced for this the authority of a Jew, 
who declared he had received it from captain 
Goram at midnight, or before day break, the 
day fuccceding his arrival.

This ftory was their own, and they could give 
it whatever circumftances would beft fait their 
purpole. They varied nothing from that ftate 
of the enemy’s force, which fet it at the loweft: 
the Jew declared the French had only five fbios



{ 4° 1
4gfthe Une, and two frigates ; and that captain Go* 
faro gave him that account.

In the evening of the feventh of Auguft, cap* 
tain Goram came in from his expedition, and the 
Jew affirmed, that he had come on fhore during 
the night, asitihould feem to tell him this news, 
|or there does not appear any other buGncfs that 
could bring him thither, and that having told 
him this, he returned.

. Added to the improbability of this Gory, there 
was proved in it abfolutc falfhood. It was not 
likely that captain Goram, when he had been 
fent on an enterprize of fecrecy and importance, 
|hould come on fhore to tell what He had fecn to 
g poor Jew, before he gave an account of it to 
thofe who employed him ; nor is it any more 
probable, that what he faw fhould contradift 
what the French officers themfclvcs had juft 
wrote home to their fovereign.

Captain Goram declared the whole an utter 
falfity. He affined all who asked him, that he 
never came afhorc that night; nor then or at any 
other time had fpoke with the Jew upon that 
fubjeti.
. This was a conviction there was no with (land, 
ing ; the ftory was given up there, though it has 
been revived in England. The Jew was impri- 
foned as an impoftor, but foon after difeharged 
without punifhjtncnt : the commander, whofc re
putation was intended to be hurt by this poor 
contrivance, being very much above fuch mean 
rerentments. He conûdercd the fellow as he was,

tho
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the tool of a fet of defigning men, whom as h» 
would not have conddcended to punifh in their 
own perfons, much lefs would he regard this mi
serable inftument of their bafentfs. What account 
captain Goram really brought, can be no fecret ; 
if lord Loydon be luppofed a perfon interefted in 
the event, it may be known from admiral Hol- 
bourn.

Thefe arc the proper fources of intelligence; 
and it is upon thefe and no other, we fhould 
found our good or bad oj inion, our cenfure or 
applaufe of diftinguifhed perfons. There is great 
merit in the aélion, when men of rank and afflu
ence ex pole thtmlelves to the dangers and fatigues 
of war for the publ c bent fit; and we ought to 
look on thofe who do it with a high refpedt. No 
rank or influence fhould Screen the guilty from 
infamy or punifhment; but it becomes the pub
lic to be very lure of fafts before they form in
jurious fBfpicions. If it become a pradice to in
dulge this difn.gcnuous and indecent condufl of 
railing without caufe, at all who do not fuceeed, 
we fhall difguft thofe who arc fit for high em
ployments; and no man will undertake the fer- 
vice, byt he w ho feta no value on his reputation.

finis.


