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New measures to reduce lead content in gasoline

Environment Minister Charles Caccia has
recently announced his decision to pro-
ceed with a reduction in the lead content
of gasoline from the existing level of
0.77 gram a litre to a standard of 0.29
gram a litre by January 1, 1987,

Mr. Caccia also announced that he will
soon be creating an independent advisory
committee to assess and report on all
sources of lead in the environment. This
committee will give advice on the possible
need to introduce additional measures to
reduce any emissions of lead including
sources other than automobiles.

“In addition, the advisory committee
will be asked to review trends in environ-
mental quality, human health data and
the socio-economic effects resulting from
the application of the new lead level in
gasoline. The review would produce a
useful comparison between the actual and
the widely-varied claims and counter
claims that have made this a difficult
decision,”” Mr. Caccia said.

The minister said that he also expects
this committee to look closely at data
regarding blood-lead levels, especially new
information as it becomes available and
in particular blood-lead level data on
children.

“After reviewing all the material sub-
mitted on this issue | think that my deci-
sion represents a prudent approach
between the health implications of con-
tinuing automobile lead emissions and
recognition of the economic implica-
tions,” said Mr. Caccia. ““This measure

will result in reductions of over 60 per
cent from 1982 levels of 7 000 tonnes a
year and represents an over-all reduction
of close to 80 per cent from the pre-
regulation level of 12 800 tonnes per year
(1972). The timing involved takes into
consideration the estimated capital invest-
ment required by industry to design and
construct the necessary facilities that
would be needed to reach the 0.29 gram
a litre standard by January 1, 1987.”

Even the most expensive forecast
would not give rise to more than two-
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Charles Caccia

tenths of a cent a litre in additional
refining costs for the production of
leaded gasoline in 1987. As far as the
average car owner using leaded gas is
concerned, this would not increase his
operating costs more than 15 cents a
week starting three years from now.

Mr. Caccia added that the decision
to reduce the lead content of gasoline
to 0.29 gram a litre will in no way inflict
any hardship on owners of cars and
trucks designed to run on leaded gasoline.
The level of lead in gasoline that will
come into effect in 1987 will meet the
manufacturer’s specifications for all
vehicles and gasoline powered machines
available in Canada.

A historical perspective

Historically, lead was one of the first
metals to be widely used by man. In the
last 1 000 years, the global annual lead
production has increased from 10 000
tonnes to more than 4 million tonnes
today. It is used in batteries, as an “‘anti-
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knock” additive in gasoline, in ceramics,
ammunition, solder, cable coverings, in
brass and bronze, and even in certain
cosmetics.

Lead in natural deposits, if left un-
disturbed, is practically immobile in the
environment. However, once released
from smelters, automobile exhausts, dusts
and smoke, it is spread globally. Current-
ly, the most serious source — gasoline —
accounts for 68 per cent of global lead
emissions of 410 million kilograms a year.

Lead is a highly toxic element to man.
Once released in the environment, it does
not move readily through natural path-
ways to more remote locations and has a
long environmental persistence compared
to other heavy metals. Thus, there is not
only widespread human exposure to lead

Automobile exhausts account for the largest single source of lead emissions to rh
e

today but future generations will be
exposed to lead which is already in
the environment.

Because of its pervasive nature, lead
reaches human beings in a number of
ways: it may be directly inhaled, or reach
the body through food, water, soils or
dust. In Canada, the largest single source
of lead emissions to the environment
comes from automotive emissions.

Lead and health

Chronic exposure to low levels of lead in
the environment is known to produce
such symptoms as fatigue, headache, poor
appetite, clumsiness and reduced mental
capability. Recently, there has been
increasing concern over neurological
damage, affecting both intelligence and
motor activity, caused by minute
amounts of lead taken into the body
over several years.

Children, from the fetal stage to about
three years, are more susceptible to the
adverse effects of lead for a number of
reasons. Lead crosses the placental bar-
rier with ease so that exposure may occur
during prenatal development, a stage
especially prone to the effects of toxic
chemicals.

Lead in gasoline
Before 1920, all gasolines were lead-free.
The discovery that the addition of

tetraethyl lead to gasoline increased the
octane rating and prevented ‘‘knocking’’
or “'pinging” was made in 1921. The prac-
tice of adding lead to gasoline soon
became entrenched in the technology of
both the car manufacturing and the petro-

Canadian environment — about 410 kilograms a year.
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leum industries throughout the world.

In 1972, approximately 73 per cent of
man-made lead emissions released in the
Canadian atmosphere was from auto
mobiles using leaded gasoline. However,
to meet automobile emission standards
for hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide,
most manufacturers, since 1975, have
been equipping automobiles with a cata’
lytic converter. As converters can only
operate effectively with lead-free gaso
line — lead damages the catalyst activity —
the demand for lead-free gasoline com"
bined with the existing regulations of
lead in gasoline led to a decrease in
automotive lead emissions from a pré
regulation level of 12 800 tonnes a yeal
in 1972 to 7 000 tonnes in 1982.

The latest national emission inventorys
however shows that these emissions are
still the largest single source of led

Fon.
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Children are the most susceptible tO th
adverse effects of lead emissions.

releases to the Canadian environmef‘t'
Reducing the amount of lead in Qasol.‘ni
from 0.77 gram a litre to 0.29 gram 8 i (|
will result in reduction of over 60 ;
cent from 1982 levels of 7 000 tonneso
year. This level will also be adequate st
ensure the proper operation of ,
vehicles and engines which require |.eﬂe

During the public review of this i 18
concerns were expressed by the mo,‘-{y
ing public and those who own util
machines such as lawnmowers andlsnohe
blowers that any further reduction "y
current levels of lead in gasoline WO Gl
seriously jeopardize the safe and efﬂmead
operation of the engines. Although 10!
serves an important role as a lubricantlnef‘,
prevent valve and valve seat wear inma ‘ad:
engines and trucks in heavy-duty usé: g
levels can be substantially reduce® g
low as 0.15 gram a litre without 634
any valve recession problems.
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Agreement on space technology

A new agreement on co-operation between
Canada and the European Space Agency
(ESA) was signed recently by Donald
JOhnston, Minister of State for Science
af'\d Technology and by Erik Quistgaard,
director general of ESA. The agreement
Was signed at the European Space Re-
Se_arch and Technology Centre in Noord-
Wijk, the Netherlands.

“Canada’s co-operative relationship with
4 ESA began when the
first agreement came
into force in 1979,"”
Mr. Johnston said.
“This country will

/v continue to work
€ closely with ESA's
d 11 member states to
foster the develop-
ment and applica-

: _. tion of space tech-
Donald Johnston ~ nology and to open
"ew industrial opportunities for all of us.”
S As part of Canada’s co-operation with
SA, Canadian industry participates in
%neral studies and programs such as
€ large telecommunications satellite,
LYmpys, planned for launching in
5 G.and the European earth observation
ellite £RS-71.
DeaESA was foundgd in 1975 to promote
satceffll co-operation among European
€ in the application of space research
technology. Recent agency accom-
::ments includfe the developn_'Ient of the
sCie:e? pommer01al launch vehicle and ‘fhe
to tific Ia}boratory SPACELA:? .Whuch
the Pleted its successful first mission on

Intera can produce highly detailed com-
puter pictures from radar images. The
technology itself is not new, derived from
military reconnaissance hardware known
as side-looking airborne radar. But the
Star system is the first commercial use of
high-resolution airborne radar aboard a
small airplane and the first capable of
producing pictures on the plane.

Canadian Marine Drilling Ltd., a sub-
sidiary of Dome Petroleum Ltd. of
Calgary, which has contracted the Intera
plane for ice monitoring over the
Beaufort Sea, had been using an older
radar-imaging system which could not
produce fine detail.

Intera president Brian Bullock said

the new system incorporates several
advances. Besides greater detail, Star
produces pictures almost immediately

instead of after days or weeks. The in-
formation can be transmitted to a ground
station or ship using a computer link-up.

Mr. Bullock said the Star system also
fits into a smaller, more fuel-efficient
aircraft — cutting operating costs.

An Intera official said the system
gives drilling operators much more
information on ice problems. The unit
can pick out objects 15 metres in size
that might be missed by older radars
or other detection systems.

Volume 12, No. 4
January 25, 1984

Donation helps fight hunger

Canada is contributing an additional
$15 million to the International Emer-
gency Food Reserve (IEFR) administered
by the World Food Program (WFP), it
was announced recently. The funds will
be used for the supply and transportation
of Canadian food products to countries
facing urgent food shortages.

The food situation in sub-Saharan
Africa is of growing international con-
cern. Persistent drought and production
shortfalls in the region have led the Food
and Agriculture Organization to conclude
that as many as 32 African countries
are enduring a food crisis and to appeal
for additional food aid and agricultural
assistance.

The present contribution will increase
the ability of the international community
to help reduce hunger in Africa and other
countries. Within the United Nations’
family of organizations, the WFP and the
IEFR which it administers, are the two
programs mainly responsible for emer-
gency food assistance. For the current
fiscal year, 1983-84, Canada has already
contributed $125.0 million for the WFP
for its regular and emergency operations,
and $6.5 million to the IEFR.

Manitoba contest winner visits United Nations

UN photo 163030

ef:e D last shuttle voyage November 28 to
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% Y, Ireland, the Netherlands, Spain,
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”thl‘g che: Whether it is pack ice in the Arctic g1 ; ‘

unnﬁ b Icebel'gs off the east coast, is a serious Manitoba sixth-grader Treena Bron received top honours in a recent Manitoba Human
ic'ead 3rd in frontier oil and gas drilling. Rights Commission poster contest. Coinciding with the final year of the first United
' |e'(0 Ly Ut Intera Environmental Consultants Nations Decade against Racism and Racial Discrimination and with the thirty-fifth
3“1409 "l of Calgary has developed an airborne Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the contest theme was the
nalr:aad‘ Saf, FSystem that it says will increase the elimination of racial discrimination. Treena’s poster, with its simple message, HUMAN

51 th by Margin for offshore drilling in ice-
10 %) Meay

dit| €ned regions.
W Agg € Star-1 — for Sea-ice and Terrain

2 RIGHTS... BECAUSE WE ARE ALL HUMAN, won her a six-day trip to United Nations

headquarters in New York. Treena Bron (right) presents a copy of her winning poster to
| A James Jonah, Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations and Secretary-General
4 SMent Radar — unveiled recently by

[ of the Conference on Racial Discrimination.
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The great John A. — a practical dreamer who built a nation

The July/August 1983 issue of The Royal Bank Letter, was devoted to an article on

Canada’s first prime minister, Sir John A. Macdonald, who held office from 1867-1873

and from 1878-1891.

In public life for 42 years, he was, says the introduction, “‘a practical dreamer who

battled the narrowness of his times to build a unique new nation. Then he held it

together almost alone....”

Reprinted below is the first part of the article, to be followed in the next two issues

by parts two and three.

A few years ago a government agency
conducted a poll of primary school
pupils to determine how much they
knew about Canadian history. Asked
who was Sir John A. Macdonald, 70 per
cent replied that he was the man behind
a well-known hamburger chain.

This response no doubt says much for
the effectiveness of modern fast-food
marketing. But it also shows how ill-
informed Canadians are about their
history, and how little recognition they
give to the great figures of their past.

It is inconceivable that an equal
proportion of American school children
should think that Washington is merely
the name of a city, or Lincoln a make
of automobile. That is because their
parents and teachers as a matter of

F i e

Sir John A. Macdonald stood

at the
centre of Canadian affairs for 42 years,

29 of these as head of government.

Public Archives Canada

course have equipped them with a rea-
sonable knowledge of the historical
figures who bore those names.

Nation-founder

In Canadian terms, John Alexander
Macdonald was George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln rolled into one, and
then some. Like the former, he was the
principal founder of his nation; like the
latter, he held the state together in times
of stress and peril. He did more than
either to build a nation from the rawest
of materials. And yet the beneficiaries of
his efforts today have only a cloudy
notion of who he was and what he did.

At that, most of what we present-day
Canadians know (or think we know)
about Macdonald is apt to be misleading.
He is remembered as an inveterate drunk-
a.rd, a sly politician, a notorious procras-
tinator, and altogether a bit of a clown.

Yet here was a man who stood at the
centre of Canadian affairs for 42 years
29 of them as a head of government. Hé
entered public life at a time when Canada
was little more than a scattering of
muddy towns and scrub farms with about
one million residents. When his career
ended on his deathbed, he headed a
purgeoning industrial nation of five mil-
lion occupying the second-largest land
mass on earth,

His achievements as a nation-maker
alone give ample cause to honour his
name, but there is a further reason for
Canadians to remember him with grati-
tude. For it was he, more than anyone
else,. _who bequeathed us our political
tradition of living with our differences
and resolving the conflicts among us
through peaceful conciliation and com-
promise.

: H.is stf':lture can only be measured by
viewing it against the backdrop of his
times. Born of Presbyterian parents in
Scotland in 1815, he came to Upper
Canada at the age of five. There were two
separate Canadian colonies then, the

L4;

Pat
his

lower one predominantly French-speakind
and Roman Catholic, the upper mainy
populated by Protestant settlers wh’
were viscerally anti-French and

antl
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Kingston, Ontario where he lived dur”
the 1837 rebellion. 3

. a
Catholic. To accomplish all he did, h hre‘
to rise above the parochialism an
judice of his group.

; in|
Sir John’s home on Rideau Street,g'

|
“Ugly John"’ d4
A business failure had driven Macdo_na i
father across the Atlantic to 0" 4l o
wife’s kinfolk in Kingston. A 1az¥
with a weakness for drink, the ?955
Macdonald proceeded to fail in busmca"{ 3
twice more. Young “Ugly John”, 3
led for his extraordinary nose, att® ¢he
school as such for only five years: i
became articled to a lawyer. Such amsd
legal ability that he had already '/
his own practice when he was call®
the bar in 1836. W
By that time political unrest
reaching a boiling-point in PO her|¢55
Canadas as the relatively P° air‘“ %
elected representatives struggle agsth’{ rh‘

p ! . e
the pseudo-aristocratic ruling cliqV
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had clustered around the British govern-
Ors. It exploded into armed rebellion the
Next year,

The rebellions stimulated the form-
tion of bodies of armed American
Yolunteers intent on “liberating” the
lands north of their border from British

OMination. In November 1838 a small
Orce crossed the St. Lawrence River near

fescott and fought a brief losing battle.

adonald defied public sentiment by
Sisting in the defence of one of the

Merican invaders.

At heart he was anything but sym-
Pathetic to the aims of the invasion. Some
c'storians have suggested that, on the

ONtrary, the incident provided him with

] 'S mission in life — to ensure that the

l De0p.|e of the northern portion of the

? “ntinent were sufficiently united under

. 'ste‘ British Crown to resist the expansion-
'Mpulses of the US.

Politica) union
oﬁ {:hief upshot of the rebellions was the
ertlcal union of the two colonies, which
ane re-designated Canada East and
i ada West. In 1844 a group of Kingston
| l2ens petitioned Macdonald to run for
g | ofet::)ca' seat in the Legislative Assembly
W € new united Province of Canada. He
|°Vi then 29, a successful lawyer, and a

fishng husband, having married his Scot-

half. i
befo cousin ‘Isabella Clark the year

4 An amiable, cheerful and amusing

Paigner who could disarm

e

S of his early married life.

o : ’
7 . : .
the Ue, the house in Kingston, Ontario,

Isabella Clark who became Sir John A.
Macdonald’s first wife in 1843.

crowd, he carried the election handily.
Once in the Assembly he gained respect
as an incisive debater who refused to
adopt the then-fashionable flowery style
of oratory. He was promoted to the
cabinet in 1847. Typically, the first bill
he introduced was to reconcile the com-
peting interests of the various Protestant
and Catholic churches by establishing a
three-campus ecumenical university in
Canada West.

(To be continued)

where Sir John A. Macdonald lived during
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Ottawa and The Hague become
twin cities

Ottawa mayor Marion Dewar is flying
to the Netherlands this month to sign
an official agreement twinning Ottawa
with The Hague.

“l think the whole idea is terrific,”
said Mrs. Dewar. “Twinning not only
encourages cultural and community links
but there’s potential for economic bene-
fits as well.”"

When cities twin, they agree to estab-
lish closer ties through cultural and in-
formation exchanges. The cost of such a
relationship varies with the amount of
contact between the two centres.

“But the benefits far outweigh the
costs,” said Mrs. Dewar. ““There's great
potential for learning new ways of ap-
proaching problems.

“For example, co-operative housing is
a major element in The Hague’s housing
system and we’ll be very interested to
learn from them.”

Another benefit is that business
people who meet as part of the exchange
will seek each other out when economic
opportunities arise, she said.

- The Hague is the seat of government
of the Netherlands and the country’s
third largest city with a population just
under 600 000. Located close to the
North Sea, it is an important financial
centre, with little heavy industry.

Ottawa Council approved The Hague
as Ottawa’s twin on May 19, 1982, on
the recommendation of the Ottawa Twin
Cities Association. But arrangements to
finalize the relationship slowed down
when a new council was elected in
The Hague. :

Although officials from both cities
have been in contact since then — in-
cluding a visit to Ottawa in the fall of
1982 by the mayor of The Hague — nego-
tiations stepped up this month when
Hague officials offered to send speed
skaters to Ottawa to participate in this
year’s Winterlude festival which takes
place in early February.

The Ottawa Twin Cities Association
suggested The Hague because of its simi-
larity to Ottawa in size and character. A
contest on Canadian Broadcasting Corpo-
ration’s radio program CBO Morning also
found that more people wanted to twin
with The Hague than any other city.

The Hague is Ottawa’s second twin.
The city linked with Georgetown,
Guyana in 1966.

(Article from The Citizen.)




Alarm systems ringing the bell in Owen Sound

A modern alarm system can do
more than ‘‘sound off” when
triggered by smoke, fire or a
break-in. 1t will immediately pin-
point the trouble spot using com-
puter controlled systems and
alert the fire department. Then,
if so equipped, it will signal a
central station to double-check
that action is being taken and
as instructed caution company
officials at home.

The Edwards Company of
Owen Sound, Ontario, a unit
of General Signal Ltd., started
manufacturing protection sys-
tems there in 1952 and now §
makes a wide range of such
products, including fire alarm
devices, thermal and smoke de-
tectors, signalling items (bells,
buzzers, chimes, horns and sirens), an-
nunciators (audio-visual indication of
alarm trouble zones), nurse call, security
and card access systems.

Probably the best-known device is the
familiar red fire pull-alarm, seen in so
many corridors. :

“"More complex systems are based on
electronics and cover a wide variety of
end uses, including early-warning fire
detection, emergency paging — especially
for high-rises — and emergency com-
munication facilities to help direct people
from fire-threatened areas,” said Lyall
Lawrence, assistant to the vice-president.

The latest integrated life safety sys-
tem, the Edwards 8500, has not been on
the market long but will be exported in
the near future and is expected to in-
crease export sales.

It uses multiple microcomputer tech-
nology to provide concise displays of
all pertinent data to enable quick action
to be taken,

“The ultimate in early warning is
offered by the 8500," said Mr. Lawrence,
“providing emergency paging and evacua-
tion control for medium, large or multi-
building applications.”

The comprehensive display on its large
panel helps firefighters see instantly the
danger zones, while it is also ‘“‘user
friendly”, meaning easily operated by un-
trained staff, eliminating need for a full-
time experienced operator.

Both hardware and software are
modular, providing a cost-efficient design,
and it has a non-volatile memory, so a
power failure does not cause loss of

6

Edwards’ freshly spray-painted fire alarms,

primary system functions or require re-
programming.

The company is currently involved
with two major projects in Trinidad:
the Halls of Justice and the Financial
Complex, both in Port of Spain, according
to Clive Milo, general manager of Edwards
International, Mississauga, Ontario, a
division of Edwards.

“This is a big, complicated, technical
multi-system package and includes the
8500," he added.

About 39 per cent of production is
sold in Ontario and 48 per cent in the
rest of Canada. The balance goes to
foreign markets including the US, Saudi
Arabia and Britain.

(Article from Ontario Business News.)

Coal to Japan

This month, coal begins moving from
British Columbia mines to Japanese steel
mills as Canada’s largest single resource
development goes into production. A
$2.5-billion investment has been made
in the mountainous coal-bearing region of
northeastern British Columbia by the
governnqent, two railways, several mining
companies and the Japanese.

The Quintette coal mine has already
begun to produce what wil| become
apnual shipments of 6.3 million tonnes of
high grade metallurgical and thermal coal
from Canada’s biggest open pit coal mine
The (.:oal is brought down from the moun:
ta!nSIde mine to a processing plant and
rail facilities below on a continuous con-

_;

veyer line which, at 13.7 kilometres, s

the longest on the continent. 4 Gift

Nearby, the Bullmoose coal mine will .
ship 1.7 million tonnes of coal to Japall A gi
every year. Phos

B.C. Rail has blasted through fouf Tece
mountains to construct a new 130 Cang
kilometre electric rail line to carry cod °f t

out of this remote region. The 98-¢d died
trains deliver coal to the Canadid’
National Railways line in Prince Georg® Krf’f
where it is trans-shipped from the centrt artis
of the province. T
Nearly 750 kilometres to the wesh
at Prince Rupert, a new $220-milliof the
coal-shipping port has been built o Span
Ridley Island, where coal cars will be
tipped upside down and dumped aut?
matically at the rate of 60 an hour.
to 12 million tonnes a year will
shipped through Prince Rupert to Japa
starting in January. ii
Canada-US co-operation in com-
munications for rural areas

Canadian and US authorities have aﬁL
nounced they will design a space prodf@
aimed at launching two or three satell®®
by 1988 to provide mobile radio,
phone and information transmission
vices for vehicles in rural areas of
two countries. ‘
If successful, the $500-million moP"
satellite program — known as MS
would provide communications sef
in Canada for such users as the RO
Canadian Mounted Police and othef
enforcement agencies, and for ambula™™®
fire and trucking services.
The satellites, stationed 35 000
metres above the equator, will trans
messages to and from such users as hou*_
holders, seamen, rural travellers “8
police anywhere on the continent.
The service will be used mainV g
outlying areas, where point-to-point co
munications now are limited in ran%é s
about 80 kilometres from a base Statl
Advancements in reception techn®
are likely to occur now that agree™

e

vic
4

cations Department and the US Na,tlof}
Aeronautics and Space Administrat! i
work on the MSAT program. sible

Eventually, that may make it P%°
for personal use of pocket-sized M 4
telephones in far-flung areas of ael
and the US matching impending devgteﬂ‘
ments in urban services under @ °

known as cellular mobile radio.
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News of the arts
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Gift of Walker Evans’ photographs enhances National Gallery’s collection

A gift of 280 photographs by American
ph0'£0grapher Walker Evans was made
"®cently to the National Gallery of
Canada. Walker Evans, considered one
of the century’s leading photographers,
died in 1975 at the age of 71. Accord-
"9 to New York Times art critic Hilton
rillrner, he was “one of the greatest
artists of his generation”’.

The 280 works join the 80 photographs
¥ Walker Evans previously acquired by
spe National Gallery. Because the gift

s his entire career from 1927 to

- w

National Gallery of Canada

Mop: - : .
s With Black Woman and Three Children (7960-1961) by Walker Evans.

1971, the National Gallery now owns
the world’s most important collection of
works by this outstanding artist.

Walker Evans was born in 1903 in
St. Louis, Missouri and received an lvy
League education. He acquired a keen
interest in French art and literature when
he first began scenic photography on a
trip through Europe in 1926. He devel-
oped the craft as an art form through the
Depression and later, for 20 years, was
the only full-time staff photographer
employed by Fortune magazine.

Free artistic hand

He would not take assignments or com-
missions as an illustrator, or work in
commercial art, but insisted on a free
artistic hand.

His subject matter ranged from people
and animals to bridges and buildings,
usually in an urban setting. Though he
insisted he was not a social commentator,
his works reflect mainly the poverty and
struggles of those times.

The donor of the important gift is
Phyllis Lambert, an internationally re-
spected architect as well as director of
the Canadian Centre for Architecture in
Montreal. She also lends support to
numerous art institutions and has been
a member of the National Gallery’s
Advisory Committee for several years.

A discriminating collector of photo-
graphs, Mrs. Lambert has been an en-
thusiastic supporter of photography at

B
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Phyllis Lambert, donor of an important
gift of photographs by Walker Evans.

the National Gallery as well as a donor of
works of art. ““Such gestures encourage
other collectors to share cultural treasures
with the Canadian public,”” she explains.

The National Gallery’s photography
collection contains 15000 works cover-
ing the entire history of photography.
“This collection is one of the most im-
portant in the world,”” adds Mrs. Lambert.
“It is a pleasure for me to recognize its
quality and to contribute to its develop-
ment with this gift.”

National Gallery of Canada

New literary award for authors

A major new literary award for Canadian
authors has been established by a sub-
sidiary of the Netherlands-based Philips
electronics conglomerate. The award,
with a total value of $16 000, will be
made annually to a writer under the age
of 50 for a sustained contribution to
Canadian letters, rather than for a specific
work.

Brian C. Warton, executive vice-
president of Philips Information Systems,
said that the award would comprise
$5 000 cash — the same as the Governor
General’s Literary Awards — and a Philips
word processor and accessories, worth
$11 000. The award will be made to a
writer of fiction, poetry or drama who is
regarded to be in his or her creative prime.

The first recipient of the Philips Infor-
mation Systems Literary Prize will be an-
nounced during the 1984 International
Festival of Authors at Toronto’s Harbour-
front, one year from now, and the winner
will be a special guest at the festival.
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Stand-in for Santa’s reindeer waits in the wings for Christmas début

\.' . : '. ,\" o8 \ :
A reindeer that barks? Toko, a nine-year-old golden retriever owned by Judy Hoadley of

Vancouver, British Columbia, uncovered this set of antlers and Santa’s cap lost in the
Christmas rush and is ready to leap into action next December.

-

News briefs

A minor shuffle in the federal Cabinet
was announced recently by Prime Minister
Trudeau. Céline Hervieux-Payette became
Canada’s first Minister of State for Youth
while backbencher Jacques Olivier took
over her portfolio as Minister for Fitness
and Amateur Sport. Newfoundland Mem-
ber of Parliament Bill Rompkey assumes
the position of Minister of State for Mines.

Nelma Data Corp. of Mississauga, Ont-
ario, has signed a two-year, $4.6-million
marketing agreement with Ayyash Enter-
prises Inc. of Toronto for the sale and
distribution of Nelma’s Persona business
computer. The machine will be sold to
more than 12 Middle East countries.

The Soviet Union will participate in
Expo 86, bringing the number of foreign
governments and organizations taking
part in the fair to 26, British Columbia
Tourism Minister Claude Richmond has
announced. “The Soviet Union is among
the world’s most advanced nations in the
area of transportation and communica-
tions and their participation will be of
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immense benefit to the exposition,”
Mr. Richmond said. The world trans-
portation fair will be held in Vancouver
from May 2 to October 13, 1986.

Robert W. McLaren, Canadian High
Commissioner in Zimbabwe, has been
named managing director of the Common-
wealth Fund for Technical Co-operation
(CFTC) and Assistant Commonwealth
Secretary-General. The appointment was
made recently by the Commonwealth
Secretary-General Shridath S, Ramphal.

One of the world’s largest earth-built
dikes has been completed after ten years
by Suncor Inc. at its giant oil sands plant
near Fort McMurray, Alberta. Called the
""East-West Dike"’, the giant wall stretches
nearly three kilometres, is 550 metres
thick at the base and towers some 79
metres.

J. Tuzo Wilson, the internationally
known geophysicist, has been appointed
chancellor of York University, Toronto.
Dr. Wilson, director-general of the Ontario
Science Centre, is widely recognized for
his modification and advancement of the
theory of continental drift.

Canapress

Kenneth Williamson has been appoint
ed Canadian Ambassador to Cuba. Sinc
joining the Department of Externd
Affairs in 1947, Mr. Williamson has served
in Rome, Prague, Santiago, Berlin and
Washington. In 1974 he was namé
Ambassador to Turkey and in 1977 w@
co-ordinator for the United Natiof®
Special Session on Disarmament. In 1980£
Mr. Williamson was named to his presef“
post as Ambassador and Permanent Re'pre
sentative to the Organization of America"
States in Washington. .

The Export Development Corporatllo';
(EDC) has signed a $10-million (US) lm-,
of credit agreement with Petroleos Mex!
canos (PEMEX) of Mexico. The liné 0'
credit will assist Canadian exporters f:Q“‘
peting for sales to PEMEX by prowqmg
it with a simple and easily accesSlbe
credit facility. It is expected that th’t
main beneficiaries of the line of cred"
will be small- and medium-sized Can®
dian manufacturing companies. i

The University of Alberta has estae(
lished a non-profit company to do rc'
search on materials, design and construe
tion of equipment for Arctic and offsh‘?’{
development. Peter Adams, univers'n
dean of engineering since 1978, has be¢
named president of the Centre e
Frontier Engineering Research. i
centre will be financed by the gO"erf
ment of Alberta, the Devonian GrouP
Charitable Foundations and seve'
private companies. v

Canadian ski-jumper Horst Bulau P
ed second in the World Cup charﬁp‘oest
ships in Cortina, Italy, recording his b 5
result since he placed first in the seas? ‘
opener in December in Thunder o
Ontario. Three other Canadian Sk‘nd
placed in the top 14: Steve Collins aon
David Brown of Thunder Bay, and

Richards of Oshawa, Ontario.

.
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