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THE BIBLE AND (ONFESSIONS OF FATITH.

. That « the Bible, and the Bible alone, is the religion of Protestants”
l}fan aphorism which, from the days of Chillingworth, has heen a house-
old Word, throughout evangelical Christendon.  Whatever failure there
8Y be in the apractic:ll application of it, it is a principle generally
aclmo"vledg(ad by all classes of Protestants, that the Bible is a Divine
fol-ve 3«‘tion<—inf;‘\llil e in all its utterances—sufficient for all the purposes
dirw ich a Revelation is needed,_ and the.refore a full'and ‘authontatlve
dm?e Ty regarding “what man is to believe concerning God and what
tha{ God requires of man.”  Whatever may be the practical use made of
tn ord, it is the generally 1-0c0gn}sed standard b}: which are to 136
°ip1i the faith aud practice of individuals, the doct_g'mes, worslu'p,‘ dis-
& e ang government of churches, and the constitution and administia-
O nations. “7To the law and to the testimony, if thev speak not
¢ Ng to this word, it is because tlu'rg 15 no light in them.” )

rule the Bille Le thus the inspired, sufficient, authoritative, and t-xclu;%lvn
is of faith and morals, the question may very properly come up: What
Eionge use Qf those formularies conunonly d&%lgnated Creeds and .Conf:es-
top, oL Faith? What need is t.h'ere for. any other .bond of union
88t the members of n Christian society, than just ‘the simple
fa.ithow edgment of the Holy Scriptures as the only infallible mle_ of
the i and practice?  What need is there for any other bulwark against

en 17028 of eryor mind hevesy, than just the requirement fl'qnl {l.“ the
inﬁlll'bm of the churels, of a simplelconfession of a cordial belief in the
n ble teachings of Clod's Word? Would not such an ncknf)\vledg-
witha]se;:ve all the purposes of the most elaborate human formularies, and

Al furnish o more explicit testimony to the Divine authority and
Venerat. Supremacy of Holy Scripture? Would it not be an‘nct ot
Asgem‘l(.)“ for the Divine Word to sweep away all decrees of Synt‘)ds,
the ¢ lies and Councils, and adopt, as the only Term of (‘ommunion,
n rementloned simple formula? ‘
fessio Ply to such questions it may be remarked, that Creeds and Con-
05 of Fajtl, are not intended either to supplant or supplement the
aﬂsumur?s 38 the vule of faith. They are not framed and adopted on the
th aptlon that there are defects in Holy Scripture. On the contrary,
authon':: ased on the absolute supremacy of God's Word. .\V hgteyer
obligat' Y they possess is derived from that supremacy. Their binding
ey, 100 on the conscience is not derived from any man or any hody of
Yrugy Ut from theqy conformity to the Divine and infallible Standard of
teng tznd-d‘}ty‘ That such formularies in the Christian Church do not
a”‘ﬁerbed Mnish veneration for the Sacred Secriptures, as is sometimes

» 18 evident from the fact, that those who are most tenacious of
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the principle of a well detined formulated creed are always the most Joys!
to the plepary inspiration, the infullibility, and absolute authovity ©
Holy Seripture.

What, then, is the use of Confessions of Faith? To this we reply, that
their use is simply to define how each denoniuation understands the
teachings of God’s Word. The Bible is the Divine rule : the (onfessio®
is the human interpretation of that rule. The Bible is the acknowlege
Standard of what we owught to believe: The Confession is the explicit
definition of what we do belicve. 1t is an unquestionable fact, that the
bare acknowledgment of the Bible, as the infallible rule of faith ap
manuers, is not sufficient to secure full agrecment in either creed o
practice. Two or more persons may be thoroughly agreed in thd
acknowledgment, and yet their creed may he very diverse, The one m&y
be an Arminian ; the other a Calvinist. The one may be a sprinkler 1*
Baptism ; the other an immersionist. The onc may stand up for clos®
the other for open communion. Such a phenomenon does not arise frot
any defect in the Scriptures. It is not because the Bible gives &%
uncertain sound, or presents to one a view of doctrine or duty totally
different from that which it presents to another. It arises from the
diversity of medium through which different persons ook at the inspi
Word. It isa well known law of nature, that every object assumes #1°
colour of the medium through which it is looked at. The actual coloW
of the object is unchangeably the same, but it apparently varies, accor®
ing to the colour of the medium through which it is surveyed. In 1ike
manner, Bible truth is, like its Author, immutably the same; J¢
through a diversity in the early training, or the intellectual power, 9
the moral state, or some other attributes of those whose attention 18
divected to it, it assumes a very different aspect to their apprehensio™
and what is received as wholesome truth by the one is regarded
poisonous error by the other. d

Let it be supposed, then, that some particular denomination shoul
sweep away all its subordinate standards, and proclaim that, hencefort!
its only basis of union will be the simple acknowledgment of the Ho
Ncriptures. What then? The Unitarian will come forward and cordial
make that acknowledgment, and though le rejects the fundament?
article of the Christian faith—the supreme Deity of Christ, he must
accepted. The Socinian will come forward and very cordially accept
simple formula which constitutes the term of communion, and althot
he rejects the atonement which is the sinner’s only hope, he must
received into full fellowship. Even the Universalist will cordial
accept the basis of union, and although he rcjects the doctrine of en
punishment, than which there is not a more plaiuly revealed article ©
the Christian -faith, he must be at once admitted to membership 8%
privilege. What sort of an ecclesiastical omnibus would a church 19
that could open it doors to such a motley crowd? Would it be possi
to discover in such a corporation any of the lineaments of that chur?
which is “the pillar and the ground of the truth?” How would it
possible for such an ecclesiastical fraternity to obey the Divine ill.l“n";
tion: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jest
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisi®
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dMong you ; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind
nd in the same judgment 71
n order to secure the Church from such discordant sounds as would be
the ecessary result of the indiscriminate admission of all who would
*¢ willing to acknowledge the Scriptures as the rule of faith: and in
Tder to serve as a bulwark against the encroachments of error and
eresy, it is absolutely necessary that there should be Creeds and Con-
Ssions of Faith. Without such well defined and scriptural formularies
€re can be none of that union and harmony which are so essential in
¢ Church of God, and there can be no protection from the ravages of
Yod dishonouring and soul destroying crror. When the hedge of well
eined and Seri ptural terms of communion is broken down  the boar
%t of the wood doth waste” the Lord’s vineyard, “and the wild beast of
€ field doth devour it.” We quote, with much pleasure, the following
xcellent yernarks on this subject, by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.—
“The arch enemy of truth has invited us to level our walls and take
;:f‘ay our fenced citics. He has cajoled some true-hearted, but weak-
l_nlllfle(l believers to advocate this crafty policy ; and, from the best of
c“‘) ves, some foolish Lrethren are almost prepared to execute _the
thnnmg design. ¢ Away “-1.(;11 c_rc(fds and hodies of (hv‘\mty U This is
. : ery of the day. Osteusibly it is reverence for the Bible, and attach-
nt to charity which dictates the clamorons denunciation ; but at the
o tom it is hatred of definite truth, and especially of the doctrines of
7.2¢e, which has suggested the absurd outery. As Philip of Macedon
Med the Girecian orators hecause they were the watch dogs of the flock,
lere are wolves who desire the destruction of our doctrinal formularies
> they may make havoe of the souls of men by their persistent heresies.
thels a very lLigh honor to our systems of divinity that the gentlemen ot
cop €W school cannot endure them. Their praise would have been a
ISure taptamount to condemmation ; their abhorrence is an encomium
N Wost equal to an apostolic sanction. Were there no other argument in
Or of articles and creeds, the detestation of theologians might go far
1@;38?&]’1{5]1 them in Christian estimation. Weapons offensive to our
m 'nmes should never be allowed to rust. Artillery to the front ! Gentle-
» We are greatly obliged by the intimation of your disapproval: we
h Ay you hy an additional field piece.  May it incite your most cordial
or * we shall have proof of its efficiency. ) )
thislie'atlses on tlxpology like all human pr_odqcmons, are imperfect ; but
nli11i: Dot an available pretext for their rejection, for on this plea all our
‘lm;; ries, teachings an(} missions must cease, since thgy, too, are
fotte, - 0 must have their failings. The pretence that articles of faith
e mind, iy annibilated by the fact that the boldest thinkers are
ound among men who are not fool-hardy enough to forsake the old
the é?al‘ks. _He who finds his creed a fetter has no creed at all, for to
“’m-due believey o plain statement of his fa.lt'h is no more a chain thana
belt to the soldier, or a girdle to the pilgrim.
theo] ﬂel'e is any fear that scripture should be displaced by handbooks of
shadg o, we should be the first to denounce them : but there is not the
Natjo, of reason for such a dream, since the most Bible reading of all
'8 15 that in which the Assembly’s catechism is learned by every
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mother’s son.  Far more danger is there that the readers of theological
speculations should forsake the simple word, than that students of con-
densed arrangements of Holy Writ should leave the fountain from whic
the cup is filled.”

MORAL HEROISM.

The moral courage and noble magnanimity of Luther has been deser™
edly admired when, going to the Diet of Worms, he said to friends who
reminded him of personal danger, and who tried to dissuade him, “ that
were all the tiles of the houses, and the blades of the grass so many
devils,” he would go and plead the cause of Christ’s truth—-and whe
after his defence before the Emperor and the assembled princes, he e¥
claimed, “ Here 1 stand ; I can do nothing else ; God help me.”

A similar instance of moral heroism, and honest fidelity, occurs in the
history of the Scottish Reformers. Andrew Melville was employed, 0%
one occasion, hy his brethren of the ministry, to present a bold remon”
strance against the encroachments of the civil power upon the libertie
of the Church. Arran, the Regent, who was surrounded with a body .
of armed men, looking round with a threatening countenance, exclaim
—*“Who dare subscribe these treasonable articles?”  « We dare,” repli
Melville, and advancing to the table, he took the pen the clerk Leld and
subscribed.

On another occasion, Melville accompanied a deputation of the clergy
for the purpose of remonstrating with king James against a measur®
which they judged to be fraught with imminent danger to the country’
The king having in a coleric manner interrupted James Melville, who:
because of his mildness, had been employed to speak for the rest, Andre
Melville could no longer keep silence. He took the king by the sleev®
and calling him ¢ God’s sillie vassal,” he proceeded to address him in th®
following strain —perhaps the most singular, in point of freedom, th®
ever saluted royal ears.— Sir,” he said, “ we will always reverence yob
Majesty in private, and since you are brought into extreme danger bo
of your life and crown, and along with you your country and the chut
of GGod are like to go to wreck, for not telling you the truth and givi®s
you faithful counsel, we must discharge our duty, or else be traitors b0
to Christ and you. Therefore, Sir, as divers times before I have told yoW
so now again I must tell you, there are two kings and two kingdoms v
Scotland.  There is King James, the head of the commonwealth, 82
there is Christ Jesus, the King of the Church, whose subject James
sixth is, and of whose kingdom he is not a king, nor a lord, nor a he”d‘f
but & member. We will yield to you your place, and give to you all d¥
ebedience, but again, T say, you are not the head of the Church. Y(:i
cannot give us that eternal life which we seek for, even in this worlds
and you cannot deprive us of it. Permit us then freely to meet in b
name of Christ, and to attend to the interests of the Church of wh°
you ave a chief member. Sir, when you were in your swaddling clo H";
Christ Jesus reigned freely in this land, in spite of all his enemies: b
officers and ministers convened for the ruling and welfare of His chur®”’
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Whic}, was ever for your welfare, when these same encimies were secking
Jour destruction.  And now, when there is more than extreme necessity
O the continuance of that duty, will you hinder and dishearten Christ’s
Ker\:ants and your most faithful subjects, quarreling with them for con-
"elllng, when you should rather commend and countenance them, as the
ly kings and cmperors did”? .

t i related that during the delivery of this honest and striking
Ostulation, his Majesty’s passion, which was very high at its com-
Scement, gradually subsided ; and the ministers were dismissed with
I promises.

291

THE DUKE OF ARGYLL ON CHURCH MUSIC,

£ 0_11 the subject of Church music I shall only say that I am old
ashioneq enough to prefer greatly the use of the human voice alone, and
t-hat I look with some regret on the notion that seems to be growing
beat Wwhen an organ has been introduced the best has been done that need
beedone to give greater life and variety to our public worship. It has
1 Pointed out by a great authority that there is high traditional wit-
Oess t0 an exclusive use of the human voice in the worship of the early
. hllrch, and I regard as a misfortune the employment of powerful
1 Tuments wherever these are suffered to drown and to supersede the
Nging of congregations. The strong objection which has prevailed in
Cotlang against the use in worship of any compositions which are not
. Tictly Biblical, is an objection which deserves, in my opinion, more
YMpathy and respect than is sometimes accorded it. But this objection,
D in jts extremest form, cannot apply to such practices, for example,
i !® reading of the Psalms in alternate and responsive verses by the
Mster and the congregation. This is a method of using the Psalms
Ich has the double advantage of giving the people a more individual
hay & more active part in the church service, and of being in special
“‘011y with the form and with the genius of those divine songs.
to *ther for prayer or for praise, whether for language addressed directly
God op for words yielding comfort and instruction to them who stand
Y ang hear, there is no liturgy comparable with the Psalms. These are
Comnyon heritage of the Christian Church, and the more systematic
Ading of them would alone be a great reform.

THE VALUE OF OPPORTUNITY.

th(? ppm'tul}ity is the flower of time, and as the stalk may remain when
ono OWer is cut off, so time way remain wi@h us When opportunity is
“\vhi\(-)pl.)orm“ity is the golden spot of time. “\V}Wk,” ther(aforfs,
the g 't Is called to-day;” for “now is the accepted time, and now is
“evel-ay of salvation.”  Sinners know not the value of those precious,
eedle"‘?t}ll‘n.mg hours, which they revel and t 1ﬂe’ away with the most
with ais mdlﬂ'erel‘lce ; but the recovery of one hour is not to be purchased
Oneg | the Persian treasures, or the mines of both the Indics. Time,
st, is lost for ever.
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THE PULPIT.

THE CONVERSION OF THE PHILIPPIAN JAOLER.

“And at miduight Poaul and Silax prayed, @i sany praises to God : ond the
prisoners heard thewn.  And suddewly there was @ great earthqualke, so that the found®
tions of the prison were shaken : and inanediately all the doors were opened, and everl
one’s bands were loosed.  And the keeper of the privon awaking out of his sleep, ¢
seein the prizoir doovs open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed /:im&{el/!
supposing that the prisoners had been fled.  But Paul cvied with a loud voice, saying
Do thyself nwo harm ; for we cve all heve.  Thew ke called for a liyht, ond sprang
and came trembling, and fell down hefore Pavl and Silus, and brouyht them out, M
said, Sirs, what must [ do to be saved i And they said, Believe on the Loy Jest?
Christ, andd thou shalt be savel, awd thy howse.”—Acts xvi, 2531,

This is one of the most atfecting and instructive narratives in the
inspived history. For their fidelity in preaching Christ and the resul”
rection, Paul and Silas are imprisoned by the magistrates of Philippt
The jaoler is commanded to keep them safely; who, having receiv
such a charge, thrusts them into the iuner prison, and their feet aré
made fast in the stocks. At midnight there is an earthquake ; the
toundations of the prison ave shaken: immediately all the doors are
opened, and cvery man’s bands are loosed. The keeper of the prisons
finding the doors open, draws his sword to kill himself, supposing the
prisoners had fled. Paul cries with a loud voice, Do thyself no harm:
for we are all here. Then he calls for a light. and comes in, an
tremblingly asks that most momentous question: What must T do to b
saved 1 Paul and Silas immediately reply : “ Believe on the Lord Jesu®
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” From this narratives
the following lessons may be learned :—

1 God can make the very opposition of men to the truth contribute to 18
adrancement.

By the imprisonment of Paul and Silas, the magistrates of Philipp*
flattered themselves that they would arrest the progress of the Gospel 12
that city. Their very opposition, however, was the means of effecting
one of the most glorious triumphs which the Gospel ever achicved.
that it is altogethev a vain thing for Satan and his emissaries to thinks
that they can stop the progress of truth by their malignant oppositiol}'
God can make even “the wiath of man” to “praise” Him, Hawan?
efforts to crush Mordecai were the means of his jpromotion. Sata®
thought to sccure his interest in the world by the crucifixion of (‘hrists
but yet that was the way to destroy his power and kingdom. B®
thought to stop the progress of Christianity in the early age, by stil‘l:lng
up a persecution against the Christians in Jerusalem, hut that was jus
the way to scatter them abroad, to sow the sced of Divine truth in 8
lands.  He thought to burn up the Protestant Reformation in Pritay
three hundred years ago, by kindling the fives of persecution, but tl}fl'
was just the way to propagate it. *“ My advice to you,” said an old Fri#!
to Cardinal Beaton, “is that, for the future, you burn these heveties in 10%
cellars, because the reek of Patrick Hamilton’s burning has infect®
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ef'e_l‘y oune that it has blown upon.” Itis an aphorism that all history
®ifies ; «The Llood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” Men
f}:“y combine against the truth, as tlley did against its glorious Author—

¥ may condemm it -they may crucify and hury it—but it will Lave a
“‘381111‘ecti0n again, and a future glorious triumph.

b, 2 e depth of guilt and depracity from whick a sinner may be vesewed
e free grace of God in Christ.

de el'h&ps, in all Philippi, there Was not a sinuer more guilty and

Praved than the jaoler. The office Which he held, and his cruel treat-

f‘i{}t of Christ’s servants, in(licatﬂfl a pecl_lharl}' hardened state of mor?.l

I‘eé ;I}g, whilst Lis attempt upon luf own life evinced utter recklessness in

e " to his cternal prospects.  Yet that hardened and apparently hope-

Slner was not too deep in guilt and depravity to be pf}rdonefl, con-

do ¢, and saved. In his case, we see what the grace of G'od in Chrl.st can

the t can go down to the lowest gtratum of human.gmlt, m}’d raise up

Who are sunk deepest in the “ fearful pit, and miry clay,” to inherit

eﬂ'z rone of glory. We see what the Holy Spivit can do in the day of

thec tal vocation. He can enlighten the most Lenighted mind—Dbend

g Most stubborn will- -soften the hardest heart, and make the vilest
thehel' & “new creature” in Clrist.  Such is the pardoning efficacy of

£uil tonement that it can swallow up the highest mountains of human

th, . Such is the mighty power of the Gospel, when accompanied with

r%ker.lerg)‘, of the Holy Ghost. It is “like a hammer that ln‘e:a'keth the

tiviy M pieces.” It casts down “imaginations” and lwings “into cap-

hay d every thought to the 0])6(“(:110@ of Christ,” and can transform a

low) “0ed and cruel heathen jaoler into a meek servant of the “meek and
esus.

3 The d,

Pay eep concern of all those wio re truly awakened, in relation to
" of sin and aveeptiiee with God.

Ong’ e Bible speaks of some who .“rpake a mock at sin.”  But when
ally h(’}y ©s are ‘opmwd to see what sin 1s—what sin deserves——an('l especi-
they 1S own sinfulness, and the ruin that he has brought upon himself—
sil\, anlls Mocking days ave over, His }lea\-xf\st burden is ic bhurden of
W ( 111:3' most intense desire is to obtain dehvgmncc from it.  Jonathan
of ¢ ! S, In his narrative of that great awakening that swept over some
“"i"er;aﬁw England States a century ago, states, that the people; aln‘lo‘st
&ttend Y were so concerned :1bont. their souls that tl}o}: had no mm‘t to
3, 1 their worldly business.  If they attended to it, it was more from
times‘: of duty than from any intercst in it. The floating intevests of
of €re of small moment in comparison with the momentous concerns
QL ernity.

abg Y was with the Plilippian jaoler.  Formerly he had no anxiety
an en:S soul. Things *seen and temporal” occupied all his thoughts,
22ged all his solicitude. But when the arrows of conviction
Swal) 18 heart, and pierced his conscience, there was one anxicty that
loweq 4 up all other anxieties. There was one questicn that swal-

to b s:'l:‘:il” other enquiries. It was the guestion: “ What must I do

g . .
et o sinner now imagine that he has not as great reason to be
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_ concerned about his soul as the jaoler.  Every unpardoned sinner ghat
hears the Gospel has greater reason to be alarmed than he. He ¥ A
brought up in utter ignorauce of the true God and of the plan of huﬂ{m‘
redemption.  No Gospel sound lhiad heen heard by him until he met W%
those servants of Christ whom he had ¢ thrust into the inner 1.1-i5011-
He had not, therefore, the guilt resting upen him that they have Wh,o’
for years, have rejected the rich overtures of Heaven's mercy, and, am
the Lright shining of Gospel light, have chosen to walk on in darknesS‘:
If, therefore, the jaoler had reason to be alarmed, how much gle?'t:d
reason has every unpardoned Gospel hearer to ask with an agom?
conscience and trembling voice that most momeutous of all questl?ns'
“What must I do to he saved.” That is tle question of questvlon
for every one whether old or young, parent or child, male or fema e
And, blessed be God, we are not left to the glimmerings of nature’s 11§
to guide ns to the answer.  Wehave it in the Revelation of Divine met‘@(:
We have it in the reply of the apostles to the enquiry of the poor, cop
victed, trembling sinner: ** Believe on the Lord Jesus (hrist, and thot
shalt be saved.”

5 The sire and ondy way of a stuner's saleation,

“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt he saved.” Ho‘;
ready the apostles are to direct this trembling sinner to the path 0
peace ! They have not a chiding word to speak to him. They demd
no apology for his cruel treatment of them. They have no account
settle with him for the bloody stripes from which they arve still sufferin
No sooner does the question fall upon their car, than they arve ready W'
the answer : “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be sav
In this, how heautifully they resembled Him *“who, when He ¥ d
reviled, reviled not again, who, when He suffercd, threatened not,” 9‘1],
who, amid the agonies of the cross, prayed for his betrayers and mur o
ers: “ Father, forgive them ; for the know not what they do.” ]

Then, how directly they call this awakened sinner to Christ ! The)
have not a single question te put to him regarding his past life anis
character. They do not examine him concerning the amount of 0
knowledge, or the depth of his convictions, before calling him to beli¢
on Christ.  Without an if, or a but, or a preliminary of any kind, t {
direct him at once, as a poor lost sinner, to cast himsclf on the mercy
God in Christ, assuring him of a full, free, and everlasting sal'\'ﬂ't’,‘o‘
And in this consists the glory of the Gospel that it takes up the anxi
enquirver just as it finds him. 1t looks for no personal qualificatio® .
his wurrant to come to Christ. Tt puts him upon no course of prep®
tion to “receive and rest upon (hrist alone for salvation.” It takes uf
an awakened and convicted Philippian jaoler, just as it finds him W‘{th. g
his guilt, corruption and darkness, and calls him, as a poor pel’lfjhl,ne
sinner, to cast himself {mmediately, and just as he is, upon the Div¥
mercy in Christ, and the efficacy of the atonement, and so to enter
peace. . e

Aund then, finally, how confidently they direct him to Christ ! Beli¢ o
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thow shalt he sared. 'They had not * -
slightest doubt in regard to the Redeemer’s albility to save the
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i?embling sinner, They knew that His blood could pardon, that His
hl.ghteonsuess could justify, and that His Spirit could renew and sanctify
thew And as they had no doubt in regard to the Redeemer’s ability, so
i ad none in regard to His willinguess to save even th? chief of
“ l‘nel'& How could they? With the fact before tbeir minds, that

God g loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that who-
win € believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life ”-—

1th t},e fact before their minds, that even when He was enduring the
t Ny of the cross, He saved a dying thief—and with the fact before

O“eu- minds, that He had saved one of themselves, even when  breathing

Whi reatnings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,” and
f&QIISt on his journey to execute a persecuting commission—with such

Newe JYesh in their minds, how could they .cloxtl}t the Redeemer’s willing-
0 P_ﬂl‘(lon, accept, and save every penltent' b'e]ieving sinner ?
w. ses‘}"i 1s the same now, in His ability and willingness to save, that He
e | e;grhteen hundred years ago. 1.‘] :Sctoﬁiit;i'ue n:w as v;hir‘ll lﬁr;;t ::(t)ts::i(‘l
Cagg OH?,PIOQC}OLIS w:ords, H11m t'ld« X 1, 1 lll.l)(? me, 1\ 1 | I no’ su,
Ch,. . Sin burdened, trembling soul, Believe on the Lo €
"ty and thow shalt be saved.

THE FISK JUBILEE SINGERS.

OMODtrea] was very much disgraced by the action of two of its leading
“J S—the Ottawa and St. Lawrence—in refusing cntertainment to the
llee Singers,” on the occasion of their late visit to that city. We
Woulf %udly hoped that the day had passed when such a mark of contempt
skip, d be et upon any persons, simply on account of the colour of th.en'
h()tei More especially such persons as those against whom these Canadian
aby, " closed their doors. They are not strolling minstrels of question-
tray 111 worality, but Christian ladies and gentlemen. They have been
o},j e]“_‘g, for several years, on a mission of pure bene.volencv:e.. Tl}en‘
e;:c 18 to raise funds for the endowment of the Fisk University,
Sou:fssee, established for the education of the coloured people of the
8iftoq _We believe they are all graduates of that university, and being
to g With the power of song to a most extraordinary degree, they resolved
<o mf Vote their musical powers to the object of providing for their
N " brethren and sisters in the South, the advantages of a superior
b%flattlon. Once and again they have visited the old countries and have
Wit Teated with marked respect everywhere, They have been honoured
the 1€ lospitality of the present Premier of England and others of
Stocracy. Such are the persons to whom the Ottawa and St.
vel'etnce hotels refused their hospitality, simply because their Creator
wil lhem & dark skin. The Montreal Witness properly says: “They
l‘&rbg 2dly enteytain any troupe of .travelling Mountebanks. They will
Mgk ! drunkards and gamblers, and with regard to the former, help to
enjoyed em, hut a party of Christian ladies and .gentle‘men, who have
m t} t’ e hospitality of the best classes of English society, are turned
1€ doors like lepers.”
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THE LEXNT JEWELS,

Two lovely children, bright and gay,
Without a thought of care,

Came bounding from yon princely house
That towers so nobly there;

Two little rosebuds on one stem,

For all the world is one to them.

To meet their father now they go,
With joyous, springing feet ;
And eagerly he presses on,
His loving ones to greet,
He clasps them to his heart, and then
He is the happiest of men.

And every evening finds them there,
Until, alas! one day,
The father to his house pursucs
His solitary way ;
No children’s voices meet his ear,
With music sweet his path to cheer,

With anxious step he hurries on,
Inspired with terror strange ;

He meets his wife without the door.
““Tell me, oh, why this change !

The children, what of them?” he cried.

“Ah! they are well,” his wife replied.

‘I long to hear their merry voice,
I long to se¢ them smile.”

““You'll see thewn very soon,” she said,
““Just hear me for awhile :

A King some jewels lent to me,

Which very precious were to thee.

““For seven long years I kept the gems,
And deemed them as my own;

But this same morn a message came
From the King upon his throne,

Asking those jewels fair to be

Restored to Him, but lost to me.

““Now must T yield ther up to Him,
Or mnay I keep them still?”
The husband answer made at once,
“Yield them! of course you will,”
“I will,” she said ; *‘now come with me,
And you our children dear shall see,”

She led him to an inner room
(Not speaking all the way),
Where, stretched upon a bed of death,
His two fair chil(%ren lay.
He only said, *“ The King who lent
These priceless jewels now has sent ;

«“Nor sent in vain ; they are His own.
We yield Him what are His;

They re safer far beneath His care
Than in a world like this.

We cannot understand His ways,

But we can ¢trust, so give Him praise.”
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THE HOME CIRCLE.

BY M.

No. T—FAMILY ETIQUETTE,

of . .
ey Saltl} the acquirements of mankind, that of home politeness is by no
bingg ¢ least important. Unmasked civility in the houschold, com-

thee' “t.‘th christian gentleness, is a priceless gem, sparkling through all
il:;(:\?’,l-es of life, contributing, not only to the comfort aud happiness
fenui, )1(111{11, but of society at large. ' .
.?ureful ¢ politeness is not natural to man it must be acquired by
llfe_ C\flture, beginning with our mfancy, and continued through
15 not like the assumed manners of modern society, which
"‘lltiva b en up and laid down at pleasuve ; neither can it be properly
Pare s 4 In the outer world, but at home in every day life. Hence,
Yeapg o, S0t be too careful in teaching their children from their earliest
negleet;e ¢ssential principles of true courtesy. Wlhen such training is
the g 1 childhood no amount of after training can compensate for
Magy, ecle“(ﬁ"« If children are to have good mauners when they grow to
Ungdg, years, they must be encouraged in early life to exemplify them
€ parental roof.
We ¢ te" to cultivate manners that will be really attractive and lasting,
:l}:,e in t‘;‘opnnenco early labouring from the heart and soul outward, and
Velo, €It turn will react upon the heart, and aid the growth and
of 1-iI:,me“'c of virtuous character. “If We wish to mould clay, or plaster
befor “;, or metal, into any shape, we must not wait until it is half hard
"%gh ee Put it into the mould, for then it will be full of flaws and
Roylg 1o8es, and will not well take the desired form.  So if we wish to
thilg is llxe teart and mind into good manners, we must not wait until a
the alt-grown hefore we begin the training. We must begin with

)] ord

i ouy, : X o) . . .
% 0y g child,  (ireet its waking with a smile and a loving word, that
°ﬁ'ered A to wake up pleasantly.  Teach it to take gently what is

Teaeh I not snatching, and to return the look and word of thanks.

iaid’ pioksl‘m"?‘ its treasures, to pity and soothe any one who is sick or
h‘ldl , Oc “ up what is dropped by its elders, to lend its toys, to reply
“‘ldred Sy please, thank you, and ‘good-bye’—indeed, there are

Yoy, ehild(l)f ways to teach a little one good manners.” “ Cultivate in
g ing’ el the pleasant manners of & morning greeting, saying ¢ (ood
R0y, With g, smile

nj, ore 1} and a bow ; such a greeting makes the whole day
ight 1; Lasantly. Do not let the children go to hed without a good-
d klsS . B o)

&“"ing the they are never too old for that. And how do we know but
uq Solep, Mglt-watches some one of the family band may take the long
%;eetings r:l-)‘)“l:ney to the land that lies very far off I Let the pleasant

fayjj, OMMing and night, to all members of the family, be a part
5 then your childven, going into the world, will carry
ne manners with them, and use them to teachers, em-

"ends,  Teach your children to think of others; to notice



206 Lhe Moatldy ddvocate.

when one is looking for anything, and to join with alacrity in the search}
to carry, unasked, a fan to one who is heated, or draw up an casier ¢
for oue who is tived ; to bring the father’s hat or slippers; to pick up
what is dropped ; to help mother to keep house ™ in short to do ano
little act of kinduess that is in their power. Teach them that trv
courtesy “*is real kindness kindly expressed,” and that the first 8%
highest law of good manners is, © Thou shalt love thy neighbor as t

self.” < An intelligent child, taught always to be kindly to others

cultivate the mind, so as to have in reserve suitable themes for conve P
tion, and to be able to take part in discussing the ordinary topics of ch
day, with keen intelligenece will note the numberless little acts and p0ll
nesses which make up good manners, and will cultivate them witho

manuerisins or affectations.  The first examples and teachers of § ho
manners should be parents, and the child should consider its home t
first and finest place where it can put in practice the courtesies of life-

“Tf we want anything of our children, or our servants, we should 8%
merely because we have the authority to command, give a bold ot er)
but why not use the gentle ¢ Please,” ¢ Will you do this?” *1 should 1
you to dothat,” ¢ Oblige me with that.”  When service is rendered, we 8 o
not to take it in silence, curtly, rudely, because we have a right to t
service ; but it is easy to say, ¢Thanks,” or ‘I am obliged,” or < Oh,
is very nicely done. These little every-day courtesies are called
small change of life; but we should be badly off in trade if we ha¢ v 0
small change, and must always deal with twenty dollar bills ; while b
small change mounts up to the great sum in a lifetime. If parents D87
plenty of this small change of politeness on hand, it will be put in ¢
lation in the family: the children will pay it out to cach othelr,
servants, to playmates, and with it family peace and family affection ¥ s
be largely purchased.” < Home is the place where true politeness te%]
“If my children get angry with each other,” said a christian father; -
at once make them all sit down and sing together in unison some pleas 1o
hymn or song; its soothing effect is magical, they forget their I
quarrels and go kindly to their sports again.” ¢ Ty make home att? 0
ive, affection must lighten every load and sweeten every bitter cup;
music of a child’s laugh should be there ; hand must be clasped in h#?
forbearance, fidelity, and truth must guard every avenue, and love 15
every toil and pain.  Prayer and song should vesound within the wal 8
and Christ be a welcome guest beneath the roof. So shall the live l?w
day be radiant with gladuess ; in the darkest hour sunshine will irraC
the gloom, and life itself will be a sweet, holy psalm, sung in a wilde
ness of contlict and of toil.” ‘

« All, whether as husband and wife, parent and child, brethred
sisters, ave to do all they can for one another ; and, if need be, to di€
one another. They ave, in all the civcumstances of life, to seek 1
other's holiness, usefuluess and happiness. It is affecting to beho! o
for the same has occasionally been witnessed--a true family ; one €8 {he
lished and conducted on the Divine basis. No one seeks his own, wiﬁd'
exclusion of another’s good ; but on the contrary, in lowliness of g
each esteems the others better than himself. TIs there a privation )
undergone ! Each prefers to bear the burden, if, by so doing, the

and
for
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?ﬁf“ I’{* excused or exempted. Is a fa\‘O}‘ to be received of such a nature
’I‘Otht can be accepted or enjoyed b). fmff pevson only ! ) Every true
er \wefers that another should receive it, rather than himself.

1as well been said “ GGood inanners Sl}on](l begin at home,” extending
@ -Zioclﬂl circles. Sincerity and expresstous of t"eeli_ng should charact-
our whole deportment, not 01'11y n domestic circles, but in every
thp&u‘\‘,lnent of socicty.' Like the dial of the Wz}tch, they should indicate
fu) ole work }\'1t]1111 is good and true ;hovth(jrmsc they are only a sham,
th(‘re ]‘)'l’.Ocn:q)". and altogether wort )](’f eternal copdmnnatan. Is
instrual-)y J.ustlhablo reason \\'h.y. a mv(})t ier should ruin her child hy
Wag) itmg.]t to report to any visitor who lllay call at th'e front d'oor on
mattei *“ , that, "‘Motller is not at home, whyn ..qlm is attendmg‘ to
forr TS in the kitchen? By what law could we justify such hypocritical
el 1ty as, by telling Mrs. Smith that we sllz}}l be delighted to have her
for g’uw en we ¢ wish s}le wquld stay away ? ) Or, how can we exp(?ct
e, 1‘}}68&, after assuring Miss Jones that she is our “most contidential
%7 when we “ahominahly ablor her company ?”  Such are fair
Eocig ?S of I)Ol)\llal‘ etiquette acquired.thl‘ough modern customﬁ of ]IO]].OW
em 3@ l Again, only f:mlcy the al)s.urdlty of members of the family making
elves agreeable in every society llu.t at home! TIs there any good
I why a man should needlessly put his wife to the trouble of wiping up
"eighi \\'.lmn he takes g_rea_t Paius to wipe his feet before crossing his
be 01’s threshold ? O, is it consistent that a woman should frown or
severe on her own husband or son for a little carelessness, while she
s her caller with the most gracious of smiles that “it isn’t of the
Whe st consequence !’ Why sho_uld a husband assure his friend’s wife
Whe 8;(1 mn her haste b}n'ned her l)lSCU}PS, that he “ greatly enjoyved thel.n
Owy W'fle'): were so nice and brown,. and grumble and pout at his
N !¢ for meeting with the same misfortune ? ‘

1 sl’(‘_ﬂ.kmg thus, we do not advocate the principle of having any one
of CO}lsule:mte of others than members of their own family. The laws
Iteness are equally binding on us at howne and abroad. No man
ang ge:‘.gen.tlenlan, though ever so genial a.brqad, who is not courtcous
mucluft? in his own home.; and no woman is a real laf]y \Yllc) Is not
"eighb.)ls of a lady at _11ome in her morning-wrapper as in silk in her
Polite ill S parlor. Neither can any one who is not sincere be really

1 the broad sense of the term.

the a1"1\1'(*nts would enly study and adopt the laws of politeness as
Pring; l]e taught in the Bible —for the sacred volume alone teaches the
i g Pces of al} true etiquette—what a change w'oqld soon he apparent
washin"omr.nun}ty. at large! Here we have our Divine Lord and Master
or rfé],- 18 disciples feet, leaving an example that we should imitate;
o tllllg us to love our enemies, to bless them that curse us, to do
ente e tha.t hate us, to pray for them who despltef.ully use, and
fn‘)thel-. us. Children are here commanded to honor their father and
ing 'ti Wsbands and wives to love, honor and bear with each other’s
tﬁbull:;:' We are here taught to honor all men ; to fear God; to be patient
deriy s 10}_1 ; to cox}lfort the feeble minded ; to support the weak i not
ooq T evil for evil unto any man ; but ever following that Wh.lcll is
t among ourselves and to all men. Having food and raiment

ur
8} €

.
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in this world we are admonished to be herewith content. If we CO“’:
only begin and end each day with these admonitions impressed upoR 0;9,
hearts, we would save ourselves a world of trouble and anxiety. But, 9‘1.
too many of us forget that we ave erring responsible beings and must 8 ”
an account of our every day conduct to God!  No doubt the life of by i
and over-work many of us live has much to do with our impatience :;k
lack of cowrtesy in our families and eclsewhere. Therefore let us ind
grace to lead and guide us in the right way ; and if we can do anyth o
to remove the cause of family bickerings where ever they exist, let U8
it with owr whole might, as a matter of duty we owe our Creator; ¢
fellow ereatures and ourselves.  One member of a family who begins
day with fretful words and havsh tones, is generally enongh to spo
happiness and temper of the whole for the day. Thevefore instes
engendering aniwosity and strife in our households, let us endeavor 10 g
before each other in the promotion of love and harmony, and then
will be able to realize ““ how good and how pleasant it is for hrethre? "
dwell together in unity.” A little time spent judiciously in preVeﬂt o
the cause of family feuds, is better than years of wailing over, “
might have been,” or what may be.

THE LUTHER OF FRANCE.

One of the most remarkable men of the day is M. Reveillaud, d:;
French advocate and author, formerly a Roman Catholic ; now, a Ze”;l?w
Protestant and evangelist. The great change in his moral condi®
occurred in July 1878. For some time previously he had been T":“d
exercised in mind regarding the comparative merits of the Romish
Protestant systems.  His prevailing desive was for more light, ¥ ¢
especially for the gift of the Holy (shost. 1In the night he dream! ot
arguing with a Roman C‘atholic, and as he repeatod the Apostles’ O
having reached the clause “to judge the quick and the dead,” the €8%
seemed to open and the stars to fall as if the end were come. W(.wl;
seeming to be about to be engulfed, he seized upon the words, I beli®
in the Holy Ghost,” as on a branch, and was plucked out of dang®
Thereafter, he was filled with “the most perfect happiness,” with ol
and vivifying sensations,” and with the “most vivid perception Qf d
Divine love.” Since that momentous crisis in his history, M. Reveil®.
has been swallowed up in one grand idea, the making known t0
countrymen that Gospel that brought peace and salvation to his?
soul. To use the language of another: “Up and down the land he %
like a burning torch.” The resnlts are sometimes marvellous. go
conference, 150 people are said to have been won from Romanism.
has been styled by some the Luther of France, and promises to be 0
of the chief instruments raised up Ly Divine Providence, to introdd .
France into the light, life, liberty, and joy of the pure Christian f’lfa-
This distinguished evangelist is now in America, to which he has com® &
the purpose of awakening, in the United States and Canasdian chwrod
a deeper interest in the Reformation which is making such rapid p"':’g“’
in France-

4
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THE CHILDRENS PORTION.

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS FOR THE (HILDREN.

BY ALPHEUS,

THE TWO WAYS.

Wh?;g any of my young readers eve, when trm'ell'ing, come 10 a place
with the roa(} dlv.u'le.(l and did }IOt know which to take? Once,
ivﬁ‘&. companion visiting a camp u?:the woovds', Alpheus came tfo two
k wgmg roads as nearly a}1ke as pos.sll»le.v Which to take we did not
o and there was no finger-board. We l}ad to choose,—took the
on. B one, and a weary tramp we ]md'-»d‘etramng our steps to the right
> 20d finally reaching the camp.
Iﬂ‘: little incident set Alpheus thinking. )
“lie journey through life we come to two ways unlike those referved
“ger.blgre is a difference in the appea}ll‘ance of the two ways, .there is a
ntire) ?‘d at the cross roads amldt le_company travelling in each is
Su 'ou}Y different. ) One voad is broader at its beg‘mnmg, pleass}nt in its
., Mdings, and is of easy descent. The other is narrow at its begin-
(me&:c s appearance uninviting, and its ascent is steep and yugged. The
d&rk Omences in brightuness and sunshine but the end is obscure in
"ess.  The other hecomes bhrighter and brighter as the traveller
s ‘till he finally reaches perpetual sunshine.
wh € l‘lg}lt way would often he mi‘staken were it not for the tinger-boaxd,
in it bointing to the least inviting, says: ¢“This is the way walk ye

h here 1S a hook that describes hoth ways and the characters of those
to p Ak in them, In this munber of the Advocate we will only refer
“haracters of the company who travel in these two ways.
Toly d upon a time a man was travelling and thieves pounced upon hin,
ingpeq m, and left him naked and wounded. Travellers on the way,
Pagq. 3, ° b.inding up the wounds of the poor man and caring for him,
T 1erey l‘um on the other side. )
ny;, s are lots of selfish men, caring nothing for the wants of others,
qeeeive.,ﬂnd quarrelsome people, also many unruly vain talkers and
ﬁlled IS, people who commit murders, drunkards, and those who are

Wall t“'lth revellings and suchlike. Do you think you would like to
Man P(;ugh the journey of life in such company ?
P&n);v })vers of pleasure morc than lovers of Giod put up with the
o

* what they would call enjoyments.

the Pre A0 back after going a short distance on the way ; others, like
h"ing anlga SOn: 20 to a far country, waste their substance with riotous
before theyam fain to fill their Lelly with the husks that the swine do eat

realize the bLlessedness of the other way and resolve to arise
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and go to their Father. Once a good king was found in this way, who
sent a man to the fore front of the battle that he might he killed, and %
secure the man’s wife to himself, but the Lord was kind to him and sé?
a special message after him warning him of his sin, and so he was
persuaded to leave the way and the company for the better way of t¥
and righteousness.

" The company in the other way are a very different class.

They ave the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heatt
the peacemakers, and those who hunger and thirst after righteousness™
Jesus himself walked all over the way.

But, it is true, we often find very crooked characters in the way, tho%
who should not be in it, whose actions are not in keeping with the 19
that govern the way; hut these people are very uncomfortable, the
often wish for a short trip on the other way to gratify soe sinful desir®
The people who like a little of both ways are the wost unhappy peop
in the world. .

It requires a new heart and new desires to be able to enjoy the CO“.’S
pany and the blessedness at the end of the road. The wmaster, who s
the” way, the truth and the life, gives us this preparation. He, in Hl.
rules for the journey, has promised His Holy Spirit to those who ask fo
Him to be a guide over its roughest places. .

1 cannot now speak of the character of the way, the rules for Wy
favers, or the end of it.  Meanwhile let all ny young readers be carefr ¥y
the selection of their company. ¢ A companion of fools shall be know™
known to men, known to Satan, known to God; a person is always knm{e
by the company he keeps. Choose the company of the good, the nob 1;
the just, and the wise. In their company you will shortly come t0 2
innumerable company of angels, to the spitits of just men made perfé?
and to the great king God, the judge of all.

LITTLE STRINGS.

1 suppose you have all seen an india-rubber face? And T daresay J o
have amused yourself in pinching it one way and pulling it another, & P
sceing what different expressions it will put on. But when you st
pulling or pinching it, it returns to the same face that it was before. glo

Now, your faces ave softer than india-rabber, and they are full of it "
strings called muscles. The muscles, or strings, are pulled one way’ ’f »|
pulled another, just according to your feelings. For example, yo od
happy and glad, and the little muscles pull your face into smiles
dimyples, and you look just ready to burst out into a broad laugh. )

But when we commit sin, wicked feclings are at work pulling the: .
strings.  Anger pulls one set of strings, and then you know what & * ¢
agreeable look the face puts on in a moment! Pride pulls another ¢
these strings, and so does vanity, or envy, or deceit, or discontent;
each of these brings its own peculiar look or expression over the ;te”
And the worst thing ahout it is, that if these strings are pulled too ¢
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t]tl.e fa(.:e will not return to what it was ])efor.e, but the strings will become
ity like wives, and the face will keep wearing all the time the ugly look

38 put on, By giving way to sin, or indulging their bad feelings,
Me people get their faces worked up to such a dreadful look, that the
Omenyt you see them, you can tell what their character is.

at itny f:lce, however lovely, if it has the passion of anger often pulling
% will get at last to wear all the time a sullen, cross, dissatistied look.
’\‘el)l any man loves money hetter than anything else, and is sordidly
S this will pull a set of strings that will ix a close, mean, grasping
wpy pon his face, so that as you pass him you will be ready to say,
&lm‘:_t‘l.'e goes a miser:” ,O'" if one le:}rns to lie‘ and steal, his face will
try 1t hy-and-] y 1 it will be impossible for him to put on an honest
thiul o0k,
“li; y dea.r 611§1(11~011’ don't let anger, or pride, or passion get hold of the
ne € strings™” of your faces, they will make you appear so ugly that no

Will Jove to look at you. But let love, and gentleness, and goodwill,

th truth, and honesty and all the other Christian graces have hold of
» and they will make your faces beautiful and lovely.— Dr, Newton.

. e ——

THE RAILWAY SWITCH TENDER AND HIS (HILD,

Da()h! the value, the great value to youth, of a prompt obedience to

4l cowmands! An ancedote strikingly illustrative of this, as well

g forth Christian heroism of an exalted character, has recently
tend’:f’d In Prussia. On one of the railroads in that country, a switch-
on t Was just taking his place, in Ol‘de}' to turn a train then in sight,
in N 2 different, track, to prevent & collision with a train approaching
(Iisee(fontral‘y direction. Just at this moment, on turning his head, he
Whaltned his little son playing on the track of the advancing engine.
Wight :ou}(l he do? Thought was quick at such a moment of peril ! He
tupy, thPVmg to his child and rescue him, but he could not do this and
logg, ¢ SWitch in time, and for want of that, hundreds of lives might be
EXQiaim, thOu_gh in sore trouble, he could not neglect his great duty, but
BWitep, 8 With a loud voice to his son, ““Lie down,” he laid hold of the
o ad saw the train safely turned on to its proper track. His boy,
ful p, alf!ed to obedience, did as his father commanded him, and the fear-
ag t]lé VY train thundered over him. . Little did the passengers dre{m] ,
an li.s'fy ound themselves quietly resting on that turn-out, what terrible
fathe 1elr approach had that day caused to one noble heart. The
ma"lgl Yushed to where his boy lay, fearful least he should find only a
Rigy )0 ©OPse ; but, to his great joy and thankful gratitude, he found
Payg. ¢ and unharmed. Prompt obedience had saved him. Had he
“l\ltilatio argue, to reason whether it were best-—death, and fearful
With thjon of body, would have resulted. The circumstances connected
day Sen, S event were mude known to the King of Prussia, who, the next
hel’oi&m Or the man and presented him with a medal of honor for his
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SOLUTIONS OF BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR JANUARY.

XXVI, Davip and BARzILLAT : 2nd Samuel X1X,
XXVII. MartHa and MarY : John XI.

M-ary. Acts XII.
A-bigail. 1. Samuel XXV,
R-achel. (renesis XXX,
T-abitha. Acts 1X.
H-agar. Genesis XVT,
A-nna. TLuke IIT,
A-pphia, Philemon I.
N-aomi. Ruth 1.
D-elilah. Judges XVTI,
M-aacah. 11, Samuel III,
A-gar. Galations IV,
R-ahab, Josh, 2,
Y-oung women, Titus II.

Correct answers to both questions have been forwarded by Mary L. Fullefwn;;
H. Lawson, M. Lawson, Jessie M. Girindon, George Margeson, and ' W. J. C.; st
to the three previous questions for December by M. L. C., Ireland.

BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR FEBRUARY.

R

Y
XXVIII, What prophet predicts the destruction of four ancient cities 1t o
short verse >—J. R. T.

. 1.
NNIN. Where is it mentioned that five women married their cousing %—J. B
XXX. ACROSTIC.

An ofticer in the army of Tsracl. .

An idolator who hired a priest to officiate for him.

A rich man who refused to give a king a portion of his meat,

A name signifying prince.

A name applied to part of David’s army.

The name of a bird frequently mentioned in Seripture.

An officer of State. .

One of the early stations of the Israclites,

A king of Egypt. ol
A place where one of the leaders of the Israclites lived and was bur?

The initials form one of the attributes of God.—M. L, F.

EZ Communications for the Children’s Portion to be addressﬂd:l}zg;
Junior, P’. O. Box 329, St. John, N. B., and should be received not *#
than the 15th day of the month,
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RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

THE PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL.

“Fifty or sixty years ago,” says @& Missionary report, “Japan was
“ale Morrison was alone in China. Judson and his wife were
dr‘s?ners in Burmah, and thankful for eighteen converts. Bishop Hebc.er
toec ned to baptize a native, lest he'should excite hostility. .Ejrom India

Yria there was not a single missionary.  There were none in Turkey.
. e were two or three along the west coast of Africa, and as many on
- € sout}, Madagascar had been only just entered. The Church Mis-
%V‘ Ty Society were rejoicing over the first convert in New Zealand.

Wiamsg wag gathering in the first fruits in Polynesia; and there were
Dot 8iX thousand native clristians in heathen countries outside Guiana
&r:d the West Indies. Now, in Japan there are native churches, native
Zil ters, and native students for the lninistry, and a cpmmun.ity pf
t-ght thousand to gather round the word of Gtod. In China th'e chris-
lang ultiply six fold every ten years. For every convert then in Bur-
m&h: there are more than a thousand now. In India there are not only
in ¢ ions of a hundred thousand in ten years, bl.lt pf a huudred. t}musand
in W0. Tn West Africa there are 'pOWerful christian communities; and
f smlth Africa, where Moffat waited years for a conversion, there are
&ny lousand christians. There are a hundred thotlsand in Madaguscar,
idg] 1ere are large islands in Polynesia and the Western Seas where an

Would be ag great a curiosity as In London.”

A CITY IN RUINS BY AN EARTHQUAKE

pl.;l;l e Unicipal authorities in Agram, Austria, have _prohibited f'or the
throe e use of gas. Vehicles are not allowed to drive at a rapid rate
in, "Eh the strects, as the slightest shock might cause the housc. to fall
gy, 0 fires are lit, the chimineys being all destroyed or damaged. The

Walls have rents in them every where, and the town bears the ap-
theran?e of having been subjected to bombardment, Three castles in
gy Cighbourhood are heaps of ruius. In the surrounding villages
they ~c300ls and churches fell in. The inhabitants are very patient in
%ntin?ln?e"y, but the rain adds to their sufferings. Houses are falling
p ally, * The shops are all closed. The people assemble in the open
ang Sthnot, knOWing what to do, and are panic stricken. T‘he churches.
“hich, }?:Is are closed, not only in Agram, but in the surrounding country,
Wing o8 also greatly suffered. All danger is not yet over. A strong
A spewm?ul] 4 bring down many houses that have been seriously damaged.
There Commission is ysiting one by one every house in the town.

e about two thousand altogether.— Witness.
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THE AMERICAN BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The Sceretary in his yeport for the past year, states the tollowing
encouraging facts:—¢The statistics show an increasc at almost every
point save in the working force of missionaries ; a hundred more plawes'
in which the Gospel is preached ; eleven more churches organized : neatly
twenty-five hundred more on the roll of Chureh membership ; four hut”
dred more youth in higher institutions of learning ; hundreds, perhap®
thousauds, more of women reached by christian influence in their homcsf
christian literature scattering its leaves more and more widely in advane®
of all other agencies: and as expressive of the appreciation of the peop
for the Gospel and its results, larger sums than ever Lefore raised am
expended on our mission fields, amounting in the aggregate during
year to not far from fifty thousand dollars.”

REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN MISSION IN ANTIOCH.

The Rev. Dr. Martin thus reports:—“The interest of the young me®
not only continues, but seems quickened. Every available seat is 0c®%
pied at the Sabbath morning services; and sometimes a number of t
vounger hearers are seated on the floor. The attendance on the Sabb#
afternoons, and on Thursday evenings, shows a large increase; while, 08
to the open air preaching, I addressed recently one of the lavgest at of
ences I have had. I have great pleasure, toe, in my Bible class
boys in the schools. There is an improvement this year in answering 4
and the conduct, never bad, is now quite satisfuctory. * * ¥ F“rt
ther, among the hopeful signs may be mengioned the close and earnes
attention given by the people during the preaching.”

BREVITIES.

Henry Martyn once said—*If T ever see a Hindeo converted to J estS
Churist, T shall sec somthing more nearly approaching the resurrcction
a dead body than anything I have ever yet seen.” To-day there
about five hundred thousand converts in India, )

A wild Anti-Jewish agitation has commenced in Berlin, and is 1‘&l’idb
spreading throughout Germany ; a sad illustration of the intolerance
ignorance still prevalent in professing christian countries.

“One hundred Jewish families,” says a contemporary, “have petitio? "
the ‘Israelite Alliance’ to purchase -land for them in Palestine, whet
they may found an agricultural coiony.”

& All communications connected with thg general editorial dePar‘:
ment of the Monthly Advocate, to be addressed to the Rev. J. R. Laws?”
Barnesville, N. B. :




