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This iz the rolemn even time for all,
The time to turn us from our ear th]v un
Into the darkuess where the shadows fall
And ¢lere to mourn o'er what our sin
hath done
Ah ! cold and dark it seemeth in the night,
When sin doth here our saddened souls
d tain
Ab 1 hew we Jong to turn us to the Tisht,
To feel the suu\l.n e of His love again.
Yet even in the nizht Gob giveth stars
Bright stars of hope, to intercept our

woe,
To make ux feel though gin’s grim shadow
mars,
We caunot even then His Jove forego,
And saon the uight shall usher in the D&V
At even time thore shall Le light,” we
say.

-

THE PRAYER BOOK ASITIS.

A LECTURE on the above subject
was recently dzlivered by Mr. Inglis,

President of the Chuich of England !

Workingmen’s Society.
Churchmen are often met by
a taunt from those who are un-

acquainted with the Prayer-Book,-

and unused to its services, that it is
only a set form of words for certain
occasions, and utterly uceless at all
others; a collection indeed «f vain
repetitions, No prayer could be

vain except in the mouth of a vain
person. The Prayer-Book was a
treasure house filled with raie and
priceless gems, waiting to be brought
forth, to sparkle in all their l)cznuly
hefure high heaven. The leciurer
went on 10 speak ¢f the commenda-
tions that had been bestowed up.on
the Church of England by those
who were alien to her pale. and
quoted from the writings «f the
Rev. J. Cumming, and the Rev. 1L
W. Beecher, who wrote, “I am so
ignorafgt of the Church service, that
Lcannot tell the various pams by
the right names. but the portions
which most affected me are the
prayers and. responses which the
cioir sing. I have never hesrd
any part of a supplication—a direct
prayer—sung by a choir; and it
secmed as if I had not heard with
my ear but my soul. I was dis-
solved. My whole being seemed
to me like an incense wafted grate-
fully towards Gon.” The lecturer
characterized the various portions
of the Praver Bock. and minutely
described the d'fferint services,
speaking strongly of the spivit of
equality and Christian brotherhcod
which was everywhere set forth.




2 . CHURCH VVORK

In its worship it knew no class dls-
tinction, for

¢ QOur mother‘, the Church, hath never a
child
To honar before the rest
Bat she sings the same for mighty kings,
And the veriest babe on her hreast.
And the Bishop goes down to his nar-
row bed,
As the ploughman’s child is laid ;
Anid alike she blesseth the daik- browed
serf
And the chief in his robe arrayed.”

The services of the Piayer-Book
were so arranged as to follow us
from the cm«lle to the grave, and
to hallow every e"emful era in
human life.  Asits words welcomed

us into the fold of the Church, S0 |

they formed our last farewell of
earth when we were laid in our
silent narrow bed in Gop’s Acre.

It was not only the Offices of the |

Prayer-Book that affurded instruc-
tion and the means of devotion.
Refreshment was to be found in its
unsought-for parts. The Calendar
was to the Churchman a source of
pleasure and profit.  In it hefound
a systematic plan for reading the
Word of Gonj; it brought "before
him the connnuous molion of fast
and festival circling round the Sun
of Righteousness, the Centre of the
whole as the sun is the centre of
the solar system, for every true
Churchman’s motto  should Dbe,
“Looking unto Jesus.” Hence a
great part of the Prayer-Buok was
taken up with the life of our Lord .
sober Advent, joyous Christmas,
radiant Epiphany, solemn Lent,
sad Holy Week, culmirating in the
glom of Good Iriday; glorious
Easter, triumphant Ascension. Year
after year we followed these events,
and so became, as it were, per-
meated with the story of the Evan-

gel.

Fa ritual.

The teachmg of the hturgy was
fitted to make those that used it
praying Christians, frequent com-
municants, model neighbors and
pious citizens. Al this they must
be, else they were using thewr priv-
ileges in a wrong way, or not using
them at all.  Let them also beware
in these days of conflict, when so
much was said about ritual and
ceremonial, that in defending the
outward signs and symbols they
did not forget the inward and
spiritual grace. The Prayer-Book,
as he had shown, had provided for
Rites and ceremonies
were engraven oun its title page, but
without the dcctrine and the fiith
I'the ritual was only a sounding brass
and a tinkling cymbal. The two
together made a noble edifice, sep-
aritz them and you marred the
work. The revival now going on
made this more evident, and what
was once looked upon with sus-
picion, was now accepted and ad-
mired.  “Fmally,” continued Mr.
Inglis, “cherish the goed old book.
Let the young learn its collects,
epistles, and gospels, thus husband-
ing fruit for after years, and the
aged pore over its Psalms and Les-
sons, and find comfort on their
journey home. Next to the Bible,
1t has won a place in the people’s
heart, and the more they konow it
intimately the better they love it.”

—————— - ———

LENT.

DuriNg this penitential season
then, let me urge you all, as mem-
of Gov’s Church, w0 strive and
obserpe it as tte Church bids you.
Do not make this solemn season
a _furce or a sham by your contra-
dictory actions. If youare Church-
men, act as Churchmen. What
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-therefore, 10 be consistent and con-

CHURCH WORK. 3

good influence can you possxblv
exert in favor of your _spiritual
Mother, if, while the Church is
engaged in her most solemn acts of
humlhalwn and clothed, as it were,
in garments of mourning, you are
found in the ball room, or at the
place of amusement, or feasting at
some sumptuous repast? Strive,

stant in your religious acts, and
thus recomrmend the old ways of
Holy Church to those around you.
Above all, seek to make your self-
denials 7eal/ and practical. We
know that there is always danger of
going through our prayers in a
formal manner; of observing our
rule of fasting and abstinence in a
Pharisaical spivit ; of practising our
self-denials from pleasures and
amusements with a hvp icrivical
reflection upon our neighburs.

-0 )2~

ONE HOLY CATHOLIC AND
APOSTOLIC.
I

Tae Church is One, inasmuch
as all its members have One Gop
and Father; and are united as
sheep of one fold, under one Shep-
herd; and as members, under
Christ, wieir head, of one Bnody,
into which they are all baptiz=:d in
one Spirit ; and all are partakers
of one Bread and of one Cup in
the Holy Eucharist ; have all one
Faith and one HOpe of their call-
ing ; are all of one heart and one
soul, loving each other as Brethren,
and Helping the Unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace ; walk-
ing by the same rule, and mmdmg
the same thing; united by the
same Apostolic government, dis-
cipline, and worship ; and all liv-

w1th one mmd and one mouth
glorify Gon.

1.

The Church is Ifoly. 1In respect
of its Flead, Christ; of its Holy
calling ; of its Holy Biptism. where-
in we are created anew after Gop
in Righreousness and true holiness ;
of the Holy offices performed in it,
of the Holiness of Life required of
its members ; of the “Inheritence,
Holy and undefiled,” which wop
has promised to them.

nr.

The Church is Catholic or Uni-
versal.  In respect of Zime, as
enduring throughout all ages, from
the begmning till the end of the
world. In resyect of Place, as not
limited hke the Jewish Church to
one people ; but as comprehending
those ol @// nations who are in the
mam points of religion one and the
same. lIn respect of Fuitl and
Practize, as teaching all truths, and
requiring holiness from all; and as
ministe ing, by Gop's appointment,
all His means of Spiritual Grace.

1v.

The Church is Apostolic. As
built on the fouandation of the
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus
Christ Iimself Dbeing the Chief
Corner Stone ; as continuing sted-
fastly in the doctrine of the Apos-
tles, and in communion with them

and their lawful successors.—
Wordsworth.
—_——r - ——
TEMPIATION,

——

An! Satan knows well enough
where to direct his assaults, or
where to plan his crafty approaches.
It needs great waichfulness, and
better defences than we can make
ourselves, to escape falling into his

ing with one aim, that they may

hands. Without constaut watch-
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ing and examining ourselves upen
our besetting sins, they must con-
quer us.  The very reason why so
many persons, careful and praise-
worthy in many things, go on, all
their life long, giving way to
some one Desetting sin, is just be-
cause they will not be at the trou-
ble of watching themselves. They
Jet the traitor himself stand sentry
at the gate. and then no wonder the
enemy is forever coming in and
wounding them.

A wise old writer gives the some-
what quaint, but very needful ad-
vice : **I'ake heed,’ he says, “lest
the devil 1ake one of thine own
branches for a bapdle to the axe by
wiiich to cut down the tree.” This
is just what he is always trying to
do. Do you think if he had not
seen in our first pareuts a curious
Jonging for knowledge which they
bad not got, he would have tempted
them with the fiui of the “iree of
knowledge of good and evil?” Do
you think, if the Saviour of man-
kind had pot been ‘“an hung-
ered,” he would have proposed to
Him to wun the stones into bread
Satan knows, as well as St James,
that “every man is tempted when
he is drawn away of his own lust
and enticed.” And Satan tempts
mostly by setting before us some
objcct or some thought which stirs
up inus that lust, which, when
stired up, draws us away tosin,

Oh! let us “watch aad pray,
that we enter not into temptation.’
Let us deny ourselves, and keep
the body under, and “‘crucify the
flesh witih the affcctions and lusts.”
Especially let us watch owselves,
and curb ourselves, in those things
in which our weakness lies. Let
us rid ourselves of our besetting

sins, those kandles the devil likes
so well to fit to his axe,

And though temptations will be
arournd us so long as we are in the
flesh . though “by reason of the
frailty of our nature we cannot al-
ways stand upright ;" though Satan
sometimes gets an advantage over
us, and our feet are almost gone,
our treadings have weil-nigh slipt ;
yet let us rest on GoD’s promise
(ho'v comforting in tue bour of
danger!) that lle “will not suffer
us to be tempted above that we are
able, but will, with the temptation,
also make a way to escape; that we
may be able to bear it.”

EPISCOPACY.

We have catalogues, carefully
preserved, of Bishops ruling in the
Churches of Jerusalem. of Antioch,
of Rome, of Alexandria, and
others, ii, uninterrupted succession,
from the days of the Apostles to
the fourth century, and transcribed
from the local registers by the
historian of the Church, Eusebius,
who wrote his history in that cen-
tury,about A .D. 324. And mnie
than a century before Eusebius,
St. Irenccus says, “We can enumer-
ate those who were constituted
Bishops by the Apostles, and the
successors of those Bishops to our
own time.,” . . .

Inasmuch as our Blessed Lord
promiscd to be always with His
Church, “even unto the end of the
world,” and that He would send
the Holy Ghost the Comforter to
teach her all thirgs, and to guide
her into all truth, and to abide
with bher forever, and remained
on earth forty days after His Resur-
rection to speak to her concerning
herself, we should be reduced to




the necessity of saying that our
Lord (Who is “The Truth,'—
the true and faithful witness”—and
Who came into the world “to bear
witness to the truth”), either was
Himself deceived, or that He
deceived His Church, if she was
not duly taught what was the
nature of that Government which
He designed for her, whois His
Spouse and Body ; and if she was
in error as to this matter for fifteen
hundred years, during which she
knew of no other furm of Church
Government than that,of Bishops ;
and in which, when another form
of Church Government, namely, by
Presbyters, was presented to her
for acceptance,—as it was by the
Alexandrine Presbyter Calluthus,
and by Aerius,—she rejected it as
heretical.—Bishop  Wordsworth's
Church History.
— -
THE INFINITE SACRIFICE.
Mip-LeNT is passed and we are
called from the consideratiou ot
our sins to contemplate the infinite
Sacnfice that was offered for them.
Passion Sunday begins the story of
the humiliation that was under-
gone by our Redeemer, that our
humiliation might be crowned with
glory. In the light of His suffering
our sins stand out with more start-
ling distinctness. We see Him
bruised for our iniquities, and our
iniquities are manifested in greater
magnitude, multiplied a thousand-
fold. Human infirmity becomes a
crime, when we behold the sorrows
of the Son of Goo, wreught by our
sins. We had heard that He was
too pure to behold iniquity, but we
did not realize how abhorrent to
Him it was, until He came to meet
it and grieve over it as Man. We

CHURCH WORK. 5
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follow Tlis passion with penitential
tears ; yet, as prisoners of hope,
looking forward to the victory that
shall be wrought for us out of His
infinite Sacrifice.
——ee el

THE ATHANASIAN CREED:

WHETHER this Creed was com-
posed by Hilary or Victricius, or
by neither ;. and whether in the
year 401, or 430, matters little ; for
it gained the igh place and esteem
in which it has been so long held,
by reason of its intrinsic excellence.
Being first received iu Gaul, it soon
became known and used in Spain,
Italy, England. and throughout the
Western Church,and finally through-
out the Eastern Chu-ch also, thouzh
the Greeks omitted the clause, which
asserts the Procession of the Lloly
Ghost from the Son.

At the time of the Reformation
in the 16th century, this Creed was
retained and highly esteemed by
both Lutherans and Calvinists, as
weli as by the Church of England.

Let us turn now to the Creed
itzelf, and consider its value as a
theological formulary—as a guide to
faith and to rizht thinking; so that,
by following it, we may be enabled
to “keep whole and undefiled the
Catholic Faith.” Bear in mind
that it is, strictly speaking, an Fax-
posttion of the Faith. “lt1s,” wrote
Waterland, “the bhest exposition
(for its compass) of the doctrines
of the Trinity and Incarnation, that
we shall anywhere meet with.” And
Baxter, the eminent Dissenter, and
author of the Saint’s Rest, said :
“I unfeignedly account the doctrine
of the Trinity the sum and kernel
of the Christian religion, as ex-
presssd 1 our baptism; and
Athanasius’ Creed, zke best exposi-
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tion of i I ever 'read.” By
the way, very good but brief hints
as to the uses of the three Creeds
respectively were given by Ludol-
phus Saxo, about 1330. “The
Apostles’, is useful for a short com-
pendious iustruction in the Faith;
the Nicene, for fuller mp/zmimzz,
and the Athanasian, for gua-d or
defence against heresies.” And it
was indeed for this latter purpose
that this Creed was formed, as it
would seem ; and at any rate this
is the office which it has filled for
many cevoturies. and fills to-day.
The doctrines of the Trinity and the
Incarnation, the very fundamentals
of revealed Truth, are so guarded
by the accuracy and solid judgment
of its expressions, that there is no
spot exposed to the shafts of her-
esy. Perhaps thisis one great rea-
son why the Creed is objected to
by many ; it is too clear, concise,
and logical. An easy way of test-
ing the accuracy of its expressions
is to insert a “not” into nsposziz'zrc
statements, and omit the “not” (or
rather the negative participle) from
its negative statements.  The result
will be, a totul denial of the Faith,
in generals and in particulars. If
this be so, the value of the Creed,
as it stands, is obvious to any one.
—Selected.

& < D o —_—

THE ROGATION DAYS.

THE Prayer-book provides no
service for these days; the divines
who compiled it in 1662 were
content with mentioning them
as days of Fasting or Abstin-
ence. The Convocation of Canter-
bury has, however, recommended
that Rogation Tuve day should be
kept as a Day of Intercession for

Foreign Missiors, and so interest

in them has been revived. And
now, what is their history? About
the year jso Mamertus, who was
an old Bishop of France, then
called Gaul, finding that his diocese
was in great distress from earth-
quake and fire and the inroads of
wild beasts, ordered that the three
days vefure Ascension Day should
be observed with special solemnity,
with prayer and fasting, and that
litanies. or rogations, of supplica-
tion should be said in procession.
St. Augustine and his band of mis-
sionaries entered Canterbury in the
year 597, singing a litany, which
was part of the Rogation Service of
the Church of Lyons. In the old
English Church, before the Refor-
mation, there was a collect, epistle,
and gospel for these days, and as
late as the year 1689 it was pro-
posed to restore them.

To come now to our own days.
The custom of beating the bounds
of the parish is familiar to all, and
is of very ancient date. Once
upon a time, in the place of what
happers now, a procession, com-
posed of the clergy and the princi-
pal parishioners, used to go round
the parish singing the Litany, ora
portion of it, in procession, with
the 103rd and 104th Psalns, for
the purpose of markirg the boun-
daries of the parish, as well as pray-
ing that Gop would bless the crops,
and that He would avert the
scourge of war, famine, and pes-
tileace. Do mot these objects for
our prayers come home just now
to all of us? We are going to
pray for Foreign Missions on Roga-
tion Tuesday ; let us remeinber the
needs of our Home Missions and
the supply of clergy on Rogation
Wednesday, and on Rogation Mon-
day commence the season by sup-



plicating Gop to bless our crops.
The Litany will supply petitions,
and if we observe the Rogation
season well, as of old. our prepara-
tion for the Ascension Festival will
be all the beiter, just as a good
Advent brings a happy Christmas,
andta strict Lent a joyful Easter.~
Selected.

-

FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE ATTHE
SEPULCHRE.

“He i not here,” Lovesaid, while down
her face

Slowly the teardrops of her troulle flow,

They’ve born Him hence, and whither
who may know,

Then straightway Faith and Hope, with
rapid pace,

Come runuing toward the tomb- a holy

race :
And Faith did outrun Hope, and, stooping

ow,
Saw the spice smelling cerements, pure as
snoOw,
TFach smoothly folded in its proper place,
But paused on the threshold gazing. Hope,
not afraid.
At his defeat, soon followed, nor delayed
To enter in, and presently was cheered :
Faith also entered with him, and believed.
Then homew:md both returned ; but Love
there stayed,
And wept and waited till the Lord ap-
peared.
L Gozo.
D A e

NEAR THE TOMB.

NEAR the Tomb where Jesus slept,
Roman guards their night-watch kept,
Pacing to and fro alone

By the closely sealed stone.

In the darksome midnight, lo!
Hark ! an earthquake rolls below !
Sign of deadly conflict o’er,

Death despoiled for evermore

That which by the cave-mouth lay,
Angel hands have rolled away ;

+ And the Tord, His three days sped,
Comes triumphant from the dead !

Christ ! Thou Victor o'er the tomb,
Take us in the Day of Doom.

Take us to Thine own deur side,
At the last great Easter-tide!

CHURCH WORK. 7

EASTER THOUGHTS.

“I look for the resurrection of the dead.”

“Now is Chiist risen from the
dead, and become the first-fruits of
them that slept.”  As surely as I
believe that Jesus rose from the
dead, and in His humanity walked
among the living a Living Man, so
certainly must I believe that after
the sleep of death, when my earthiy
form shall lie unconscious in the
earth, while my soul awaits among
the departed the consummation of
all things, this body in which I
have served GobD or mammon, tnis
temple of the Holy Ghost shall be
raised from corruption to incox-
ruption, shall stand before the
Judge and see IHim face to face.

. O glorious, awful thougbt which

must add a deep solemnity to our
Lster joy—with my eyes I shall
behold Him—Him Whom I have
loved and served or neglected and
denied ; I shall see that face which
was marred by the aguny endured
for me ; I shall see the brow which
for my sake was pierced with cruel
thorns and the gracious hands with
the print of the nails ! clothed in
the Majesty of the King of Kings,
but yet the same Jesus Who suf-
fered for our redemption and rose
again, and ascended into the
Heaven of Heavens, there to plead
of us! Thinkof it! dwell on it as
@ truth that in this flesh we shall
see Gobp. Will it not make us,
with fear and trembling, prepare
for that great hour? Will it not
make all earthly things weigh as
nothing in the balance with the
things eternal!  “For since by
Man came death, by Man came
also the resurrection of the dead!
For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive !’
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With what glad, grateful, lowly
hearts will we celebrate our Sav-
jour's Resurrection— the pledge and
earnest of our owa !

EASTER DECORATIONS.

In the floral decorations at
Easter it isto be hoped the churches
will avoid all overdoiig and dis-
play. There has been sume im-
provement in this of late years, but
it -is not always according to the
standard of good taste, to say noth-
ing of the dignity and simplicity of
religion. And the reason, or at
least one is, that, so far as the
fl irists have to do with the matter,
they consider nothing so much as
quantity and profusion. They
have learned something, however,
from that grievous abuse of fluwers
at funerals which has led so many
people to forego them, and they
would learn more if a similar reac-
tion should bring about their ban-
ishment from the churches. Now,
oun such a joyous festival as Easter
what could be more appropriate
than flowers? But over and above
their inspiring beauty and sugges-
tiveness, how easy to turn them
into a showy and vulgar exhibition,
in which people may well ask, “To
what purpose is this waste?”
Money has been wasted on the
flurists, and unseemly admiration
on the flowers.—Clurchman.
>

THE BIBLE.

OF all books only one has risen
above the fluctuations of human
caprice, and has proved its superi-
ority to all others in that its in-
fluence has not been confined to a
hmited sphere, but is the text book
of admini. rative principles among

the leading nations of the earth,
whose teachings are not for an age
but fov all time.  Not for one con-
tinent, clime or people, not for the
refined and cultivated few, bus for
every people, nation, kindred, and
tongue. Forthe wisc and for the
unwise, for the rich and for the
poor, the Jew and the Greek  bar-
barian, Scythian, bond and free.

Should we be asked for a solution
of the mystery why the Bible alone
has been handed down tous in
such perfection, the reply must be,
that while other bovks have done
much to inform and bencfit our
race, this book of all othe.s is able
to satisfy man’s greatest need —to
provide information, foad, and com-
fort for his higher nature—his im-
mortal sou! ; to render him patient
under tribulation and to e¢nable
him to smile at all injury ; to wel-
come even death iself, and that.
not because it tells as did mauy of
the old beoks on morality of anni-
hiliation beyond, but because it
promises to its disciples a heaven
of eternal activity and bliss with
their and its Gop forever ; because,
in fact, it is able to make men wise
unto salvation through Faith in
Christ Jesus. And Gob has watch-
ed over it; has given his angels
charge concerning it ; has stamped
upon all creation the command to
preserve it from evil so that no
inquisitorial flume hath been hot
enough to consume, nor infidelty
canning enough, nor atheism strong
enough to deprive mankind of the
Bible. Like its author, it can never
be diminished. Its substance never
changes. [ts existence never ter-
minates. For, when the voice of
man shall be hush:d in death;
when his pen shall bestilled ; when
all flesh which is as grass shall have



withered ; when earth’s beauteous
flowers shall have faded, and when
the heavens shall pass away with
a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat ; tie earth
also, and the works literary and
mechanical and natural that are
thereln, shall be burned up; the
word of our Gop this word which
by the gospel is preached unto
you, and which shall be the stan-
dard and witness at the day «f
judgment—at least to those who
have received it—this word of our
Gob shall stand fast forever !

- <O~

FORGIVENESS.

SuaLt we lie to Gop in ,our
prayers? Yet, unless we do it,
we must either give up asking Gop
for pardon, or clean forgive all our
enemies ! Counceive an unforgiving
man—with a mind which treasures
up little insults and provacations—
praying to Gop Most High to for-
give him his trespasses, as he for
gives the man who has trespassed
against him. What in the mouth
of such a man do these words
mean? They mean—but that you
may understand them fully I will
turn them into a prayer, which I
will call the prayer of the unfurgiv-
ing man—O Gob, I have sinned
against Thee wany times from my
youth up. I have committed many
open sins anc still more secret
ones. Such is my bloodguiltiness !
Deal with me as I deal with my
neighbor. He has not off:nded
me one-tenth part as much as I
ha.vg offtended Thee, yet I cannot
forgive him! Deal with we, I pray
Thee, as I deal with him.—A4ugus-
tus W. Hure.

— —

JEsus says : “I am the way.”
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EASTER.

THe holy women who first ap-
proached the sepulchre after the
Sabbath was passed came without
that faith which now thrills all
Christian hearts throughout the
world. They came as mourners,
for the Dead. They brought not
gifts wherewnith to worship Him,
but spices for the anointing of His
Body. They did not dream of the
greal victory that had been wrought
in the darkness and rest of the
closing Sabbath of the old world.

Thus mourned the two travellers
to Emmaus, “We trusted that it
had been He which would have
redeemed Israel.” But,alas! “this
is the third day” since the rulers
crucified Him.

Chiistians of this age, rejoicing
as they do in the light of a faith
which has become clear and univer-
sal, can hardly imagine the diffur-
ence between this Easter and the
first. Then the followers of Jesus
were scattered. Some were hiding
for fear, and others had given up
all hope. Of the Apostles there
was probably but one—St. John—
who was ready to receive the news
of the Resurrection. There is good
evidence for believing that his faith
lived on unbroken through all the
tragedy of the Cross. and that it
remained strong amid the awiul
silence and loneliness that followed
the burial of Jesus.

He who never denied or deserted
his Master. likewise never doubted
him. When both he and St. Peter
came to the sepulchre he “saw and
believed,” while as yet his compan-
ion only “wondered”’ And frcm
that open tomb those two disciples
went away again to their own home,
one of them ftrusting, knowing the
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truth, the other still waiting to be
convinced. At first, and for a
while, therefore, St. John was the
only representative of a faith which
has since overspread the world and
sanctified countless homes, and
made the life which now is “worth
#living,” becanse we know thai it
leads on to that which is undying
and eternal.  And in this new crea-
tion, of which the risen Christ is
the Author, St. John stands above
St. Peter.  He leads in the gospel
of the Resurrection.

-~

BE ATTENTIVL.

Ir we are allowing music, or
whatever other accessory beautifies
and euriches our service, so to fail
of its rue and lawful purpose as to
become our chief attraction
and most abscerbing interest, as
often as we resort hither—while
the inward realities of worship are
made of less accouni—while there
are few breathings of prayer, or wp
liftings of the soul in praise—while
the precious truths of the Gospel
gain but slight hearing and the
mere {ragments of our attention—
and white the story of a Saviour's
love is listened to with indifference,
or even with impatience, if we are
guilty, habitually guilty, of this then
we are doing what we can to unspirit-
ualize and deaden our hearts, and
to drive away from us for ever the
life-giving influences of the Divine
Sancrifier. Music, rightly used as
an aid to worship, is invaluable;
and, as part of our public offering
to Gop, it will surely be accept-
able; but no blessing can attend
our upraising of the various forms
of sacrad music, unless there also
ascend along with them, and far

above them, that inner music of
the faithful spirit—holding sweet
commuuion with its Gob—of which
the apostle makes mention: “Speak-
ing to youwrselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in-your heart
to the Lord'—Rew. J. Bulmer,
BLBD.

—— - .o

NEGLECT OF PRAYER.

Amn, brethren, how many depart-
ures from Gop  ending in a total
shipwieck of faith, have begun in
thcsecret chamber,  Insome sense,
they have all begun there. If only
we could look into the inner records
of some young man’s life, who,
trained in a Christian houschold,
and himself seeming to have well
begun, has yet after awhile forfeited
the promise of his youth, gone forth
and forgotten the sanctities of home,
and the faith pledged, not to Gobp
alone, but to father and motherand
sister—still loved, and to be for-
ever loved, but with a tearful, ach-
ng love, how unlike the proud love
which regarded him once—could
we look, I say, into that story. here,
I am sure, would be most often
found the secret of all.  He counted
that he could do without that which
the Saviour Himself would not do
without, that he could live on his
own resources, that he could lean
upon his own strength. The hid-
den life of the soul—that life which
is hiddex from Christ in Gop—was
neglected, and thus whatever in
him of good was once lost was lost
forever, the-flrst impulses to a holy
life, to an earnest resisting of sin,
being spent and exbhausted, no other
came in their room; little blemishes
in the character, which might once
have been easily removed, grew
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into huge faults; small sparks of
temptation, which might have been
trodden out at the first, broke into
fierce flames, setting on fire the
whole course of nature. And all
this will have come to pass through
neglett of secret communion with
Gon, through suffering the life of
prayer first to languish and then to
“die out in the soul.— Zrench.

- DT> o

MINISTRATION OF WOMEN.

A supject on  which I feel
strongly and which I commend to
your earnest attention is the minis-
tration of women. It bhas always
been a matter of deep regret to me
that in the received Ioglish version
of the Bible (which provisionally I
will call authorised) the {female
diaconate has heen obliterated. As
I read my New Testament, the
female diaconate is as definite an
mstitution in the Apostolic Church
as the male diaconate. Pheebe is
as much a deacon as Stephen or
Philip is a dcacon. Yet in the
former of the two passages to
which I have alluded (1 Tim. 1.

3) the deaconesses are transfurmed
into deacons’ wives in defiance
alike of the natural interpretation
of the words and of the suggestions
of the coutext; while in the latter
(Rom. xvi. 1) the colourless wcrd
“servant” is substiluted for the
more piecise term ¢ deacon” or
“pinister.””  Until this female min-
1stry 1s restored the Church of
England in this diocese will remain
one handed. Feeling this strongly,
I laid the subject before the meet
ing of Archdeacons and Rural
Deans in September, 18S0. The
result was the appointment of a
committee on woman’s work, which
reported early in the following year

It

This report recommended the in-
troduction of the office of deaconess
in the diocese in accordance with
rules approved by the two Arch-
bishops and most of the Bishnps
some years ago; and it still fur-
ther expressed the opinion that “an
institution for the training of
deaconesses in the diocese of Dur-
ham 1is in every way desirable.”
Our hands have been so full of
late that the working out of this
scheme has been delayed hitherto ;
but I trust that it will occupy the
serious attention of the diocese
forthwith, and that at the next
visitation satisfactory progress will
be reported. In no directien can
the resources of the Church be de-
veloped with the hope of more
immediate and abundant fruit.—
Biskop of Dysham's Charge.

B e

CHRIST'S RESURRECTION.

THE resurrection of Christ was
no mere resuscitation It was not
hke the resarrection of Lazarus, for
he came back to the old life and
died again; so did Jairus’s daugh-
ter; so did the son of the widow of
Nain, so did those who were raised
from the dead by Elisha. But our
Lord Jesus Christ did not come
back again to the old life. He
passed into the grave by oune door
and he came out by the opposite;
that is, he passed clear through it
and went into the broader life be-
vond, to a higher and nobler life,
«nd be left both doors epen. So
that now, what was before a dark
cave with no outlet, has hecome a
tunnel through which we can see
the light beyond, and the green
fields and the pleasant pastures of
the land of heavenly promise. That
is the meaning of his resurrection;
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that is the comfort it gives to us
now. Moreover, during those forty
days he spent upon earth when he
appearcd to his followers again and
azain, it was the same body, yet
how changed ! for it came into the
midst of his followers when the
doors were closed. It appeared
and vanished 1n singular fashion,
no more a natural body, but now a
spiritaal body, adapted to the new
life which ke has gone to manifest.
And in those glimpses of himself
during those forty days, he has
given us the foretzste of our bright
resurrection hfe above.—2Dr. 1. NV.
Taylor.
———e Qs =

AT the Church of St, AMary-le-
Tower, the Viear (the Rev. J. R.
Turnock) lately preached from the
text, “There is no respect of per-
sous with (Gon.” In the course of
an eloquent and foreible sermon, he
showed that the teiching of the
Oid and New Testaments was that
there is no partiality in Goo. An
earthly parent was sometimes par-
tial in his dealings with his own
children, but it was never so with
our Heavenly Father. Gop does
not mike His decrees the rule of
right and wrong; but e makes
right and wrong the rule of His
decrees. Inequalities only exist in
externil things; in eternal things
there is absolute equality. Gop is

the giver of all, and He sends to|

one maun plenty and to another
man penury, because He alone
knows the fitting means of work-
ing out His own ends with regard
to each. Let no man, said the
preacher, presume to think that he
13 a favourite of heaven. It is
our duty to unlearn this “respect
of persons,” which, St. James says,
“if ye practice ye commit sin.”

CHURCH WORK.

THE REFORM OF CONVOCA-
TION.

Tae Association for Promoting
the Reform of Convocation has pre-
pared the following petition for
presentation to the Qneen :

o her Mot Graciows Majesty
Victoria, by the Grace of God
Qeen of Great B itain aud [re-
tand, Defender of the fauth, ele.

May it please your Majesty—

We, the undersigned Clergymen
and Laymen of the Church of
England, being convinced that it is
highly desirable that the Bishops,
Clorgv, and Laity of the Inglish
Church should meet together, 1n
some manner recognized by law, fo
diseuss the bast means of promoting
the well-being and increasing the
effiziency of the Church of Eng-
land, without detriment to the
Royd Prerozitive, or dangsr to
the un'on of Church aud State,
humbly approich your M ijesty
with the cavnest Prayer thi you
will be graciously pleased to issue
a Royal Comsmis<ion, which shall
inquire and report upon the best
method of creating a body of Iay
Members of the English Chareh,
which my, in conjunctivn with
the Convocations of  Canter-
bury and York (duly reform-
ed, and for that purpose com-
bined), prepwe and submit to
Parliament from time to time such
measures as they muy deem best
calculated to effect these objects.

——— )

DIVERSITY OF SERVICE.

No one follower of Christ should
coudemn aunvther because the other’s
spiritual life is not of the same
stamp as his own. Let not Martha,
busied with her much sewing, run-



ning everviwhere to mi sionary
meefings, orfo visit the sick and
the poor. find fault with Mary in
her quiet  devotion, peaceful,
thouehtful, gentle, loving, because
she does not abound in the same
activitier. —Nor let Mary in her
furn judge Martha, and eall her
pietv superficial.  Let each of these
fo'low the Master closely, see as
mmeh as possible of the infinite
Joveliness -of Tlis character, and
eopy al' she can see into her own
life ; hut let her not imagcine that
shie has seen or copied all of Christ,
and let her lovk at every other
heliever’s life with reverence, as
bearing another liitle fragment of
the same divine likeness,

T.et every man do earnestly and
well the partienlar work which he
is fitted and called to do, but let
him not imagine that he is doing
the only kind of work which
Christ wants to have doune in this
world ; rather let him look upon
every other faithful servant who
does a different work as doing a
part equally important and equally
acceptable to the Master.

R TR
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MOST WONDERFUL.

BY

THE BIsHOP OF BEDFORD.

“Herein i: love.” -1 S. Joln iv., 10
It i< & thing teo wonderful
Almast too wonderful to he,
That Gop’s own Son should come from
Heaven,
And die to save a child like me.

And yet T know that it ix true s
He chuse a poor and humble lot,
And w;{pti aud toiled. and mourved, and
el
For love of those who loved him not.
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T cannot tell how He conld love
A child #o weak and full of sin;
ITis Jove mmst he most wonderful,
If He could die my love to win.

T sometimes think ahout the C'ross,
And ahut my eyes and try to see
The eruel nails ar d ¢rown of thorns,

And Jesus c.ucified for 1ae.

But, even could T see Him die.
T could buf, see a little part

Of that great love. which like a fire,
Is always burning in His Heart.

It i most wanderful to know

Hix lave for me so free and sure;
But ’tis more wanderful to sce

My love for Him <o faint and poor.

And yet T want to love Thee Tord.
Oh, lizht the flame within my lieart,

And T will love thee mere and more,
Until T see T e a<Thon sart

s

THE BABY’S AMEN.

Loxe, lone ago, about the year
A. Do 638, the country adjoining
France was oczupied by tribes of
wild, fievee people who had never
hearvd the Gospel.

Christian  missionaries, from
France and from the Dritish isles,
went among these heathen tribes to
teach them; but the people were
so ferocious that most of their
teachers withdrew in despair. It
secemed impossible te touch these
savage hearts,

Awmong the most zealous of the
missionaries was  Amandus, who
had been consecrated a missionary
Bishop to labor among these wild
tribes.

We are told that he gained the
favour of a King named Dagobenrt,
who gave him leave to baptize his
people &y foree.

What a strange way that wounld

| be to convert a heathen people !

In such a difficult field, Amanduns,
we may suppose, did not make
much progress unfil he bLegan to
gain the confidence of the people.



14
But then, daring to reprove
King Dagobert for some vice, he
was banished from the conntry,
and his work sadly interrupted.

After some short time the King
repented ; sent for Amandus, and
begged him to forgive him, and
bapuize his infant son and heir.

At the bapti=m, it is said, no one
responded, probably bhecause those
present did not believe in, or were
opposed to, the Christian faith.
But the history relates the baby
prince, Sigebert, but forty days
old, himself uttered the Amen at
the close of the prayers.

Whether this be strictly true or
whether the Christian missionary
only iiragined he heard the Amen
from the infant's lips we cannot
say. But the story shows how a
little 2hild may cheer a minister’s
heart, and gives us another illustra-
tion of the text, “Qut of the mouths
of babes and sucklings hast Thou
perfected praise.”

COften indeed have we heard
some chili’s voice in church re-
spoad  “Amem” with an earnest-
ness that might bring a blush to
the cheek of a careless, inattentive
worshipper. Not the rich, or the
learned, or the great, are the best
to respond in holy worship, hut
sometimes the youthful, or the
ignorant, or the poor, who have
been taught to thank Gop for Ilis
mercies and to ask Him for Iis
help, are far more ready to lift up
their voices exrnestly and fervently
in His Holy House. “Thou hast
hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes; even so, Father, for
s0 it seemed gouod in Thy sight.”

Dear young friends, be sure that

_your “Amens” at the giving of

thanks and at the prayers of the

CHURCH WORK.

Church be earnest and clear and
devout and from the heart.
- o L .
SHORT PRAYERS AT VAR-
IOUS TIMES.
CampreN should cnltivate the
habit of saying grace before and
after meals and on entering and
leaving church. IFrequently they
will «it down at table when travel-
ling or if alone when the necessity
for saying grace will arvise. 1f
they do not krow what prayer or
grace to use, they will probably
neglect a duly which may be, and
ought to be, the custom both a
home and abroad. We, thereiore,
subjoin a grace which is easily
remembered It is meedless to say
that every child entering Gob’s
House should say a short prayer
for a blessing on their devolions,
and no one should leave the
church without asking that what
they have engaged 1n may be
acceptable to Gop and blessed to
their own soul’s eternal welfare.
For this reason we add shorb
prayers which may be used before
and after service in church.
Grace Before Meals.

Dless, O Lord, these Thy gifts to
our use and omrselves to Thy sex-
vice; for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen.

Grace After Meals.

For these and all His other
mercies Gop’s Holy Name be
praised ; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Before Service in Church.

Cleanse my heart, O Lord, and
Ict Thy Dblessing be upon me in
Thy Holy House. Help me to
lift up my heart to Thee, and to
fix my mind on Thy service.
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Open my understanding, t]nfmt lloar-
ing Thy Holy Word, and fillﬂ.li ul!v
performing the same, I may find in
Thee the health and salvation of
my soul; for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
After Service in Church.

Have mercy upon me, O Gop,
and grant that what I have said
with my lips [ may believe in my
heart ; and that what I believe in
my heart I may shew forth in my
life. Forgive ail my wanderings
and inattention in Thy Ilouse, and
help me day by day to serve Thee
better; for the sake of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

oy

WIHAT A PENNY CAN DO.

WiLLig's penny made heaven re-
joice. It would mot have loaght
more than a stick or two of caudy,
or given much help to a starving
family. What did he dv with it?
His sister was a missionary’s wife
in Africa, and the family were
filling a box to send her. As one
after another brought their gifts
Willie said, “I waut to give my
penny.”

“What shall be bought with it?”
was the next questivn and one not
so casy to setile either. At last 1t

ras decided to buy a ek and
write its history on the magin and
with a prayer for iis success seud
it on its distant errand.

The box arrived on the mission
ground, and among s valuable
contents, Willie's gift was laid
away unnoiiced, and for a while
forgotten. Dut Gop’s watchful,
Allseeing eye had wmot forgotten
it. One day a native teacher was
starting from the mission station to
go to a school over the mountain.
He knew the Janguage well, and
was a great help to the missionaries,

CHURCH WORK.
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but he was not yet a sincere fol-
lower of the Saviour. He had re-
sisted everything the missionavies
bad done to make him yield his
Lieart to Gob.

In locking over soma papers,
Willie’s tract was discovered, with
writing on the margin, which said
that poayer was counstantly offered
in America that 1t might do good.
1t was handed to the native teacher.
lle read it on his journey, and
what years of labor by the mis-
sionaries had not done, was brought
abuut by the penny tract. The
man beeame a sincere Christian and
on his return was baptized into the
Chureh. Those who put the tract
in his hand were overcomse with
joy ; and there is, as the Bible tells
us, “joy in heaveu over cne sinner
that repentcth.” So you sce how
Willie’s penny made heaven re-
joice, and you may learn from the
story how cven your litile offer-
ings are acceptable to Gop, and may
he the means of doing much good
to others and also lo yourselves,
for “it is more blessed to give than
to receive.”

—_——a——————————
CHURCI HISTORY.
Lesson IIT.—Tne First Mission-
ARIES.

Q. What was the chief work of
the Apostles after the Ascension ?

4. Spreading the knowledge of
te Gospel in all lands and baptiz-
ing believers.

Q- What were they thus carry
ing oui ?

A. The command of Clrist to
make diseiples of all mnations by
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost. S. Matt. xxviii., 19.
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Q. From what city did they be
gin their labours ?

A. From Jerusalem.

Q. TDut where else were they to
be witnesses fur the Saviour?

A. In Judea and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost parts of the
carth.

Q. What did the Apostles and
early Chiistians have to endure ?

A. DPersecution wnd suflering.

Q. Wiat did the power of the
Church to bear persecution prove?

A. That the Church came from
Govo, and that Gobp, accurding to
Itis promise; helped those who be-
lieved.

Q. Show this more clearly.

A. The world at thas time had
both power and malice sufficient to
crush the Chureh, had it been mere-
ly of man.

Q. When «id persecution cease?

A. When the Roman Lmperor
hecame a Christian.

@ Who wus the firs} Chris” an
LEwperor of Rume?

A. The Ewperor Constantine,
A. D, 312,

Q. How was the Church guid-
ed aright wher its doctrine was
misunderstood or corrupted ?

4. By the calling of general
councils, consisting of Dishops,
Priests and Deacons.

Q. How many general councils
have there Leen ?

A. Six,

Q. Name them.

A. Nice, 1st Constantinople,
Ephesus, Chalcedon, 2nd and 3rd
Constantinople.

What was the date of the
firsy and last ?

A. Nice, A. D. 325; 3, Con-
stantinople, A. . 680.

Q. Which of them are the mosi
important ?

A. The first four, because their
authority isacknowledgzed by every
branch of the Church Catholic

Q- Why should we especially
remember the Council of Nice?

A Because it gave us the
Nicene Creed.

. You spoke of branches of
the Church Catholic ; how many
are there?

A  Three, the Church of Rome,
the Greek Church, snd the Angli-
can or English Church.

Q. Are they all in communion
with one another?

A.  Unhappily not now, though
they once were.

Q@ When did the Roman and
the Greek Church separate ?

4. At the great schism of the
East and West, A. ). 1054,

Q. What caused this schism ¢

4. Disputes concerning the
Iilioque.

Q. What is meant by that?

A. That Gop the Son proceeds
from the Iloly Ghost as well as
from the Father, which the Greeks
denied. ’

Q. Whea did the Rcman
Church separate from the Anglican ?

4. Shortly after the "Reforma-
tion in 15332,

Q. What caused them to doso?

A. The English Church rightly
refused to acknowledge the sup-
remacy of the Pope as Universal
Pontilt.

Q. Where did the Apostles
Jabour?

A. In almost every country of
the then known world.

Q. Abuut what time did Chris-
tian missionaries go to Britain?

A. Certainly in the age next
after the Aposiles; possibly even
in their lifetime.



