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Religious Miscellanp.

_ H&d-ﬂeinédness Bewa.iled.

BY RICHARD BAXTER.

Long was I sadly questioning Thy grace,
Because Thy Spirit’s steps I could not trace.
The difference is so great twixt heaven and hell

- That those must differ much who there must

dwell,
Ifear'd the change which raised my soul no high-
er
Would not suffice to save me from hell fire.
But, above all, I thought so bard a beart
Could not among the living have a part ;
I thought Thy Son would never heal my sore,
Uuless my tears and sorrows bad been more.
1 wondered at my great stupidity
That could not weep' when I deserved to die ;
1 wonder'd things so great as heaven and hell
Did on my heart with no more feeling dwell ;

* That words, which such amazing things import,

Did not sink deeper, and my soul transport ;

That things of everlasting consequence

Did not affect me with a deeper sense ;

And that a soul, so near i's final doom,

Could give these worldly trifles any room ;

That on these shadows I could cast an eye,

While death and judgment, beaven and bell
stood by,

1 wonder'd, when my odious sin was named,

1 was no more confounded and ashamed,

Many a time I begged a tender beart,

And never pray’d so much for joy, as smart ;

1 could bave kissed the place where I did kneel,

If what my tongue bad spoke my heart could
feel,

These were my groans, this was my daily
breath——

Oh save me from hard-heartedness and death !

This was the titie which I used to take,—

Senseless,bard-hearted wretch, that cannot wake!

But, as Thy wisdom gives in fittest measure

Not all at once, "tis meet we wait Thy leisure,

1 thought that things unseen should pierce and
melt =

With as great passion as things seen and felt !

Bat now I find it is their proper part

To be most valued, to be next the heart,

To be the highest interest of the soul—

There to command, and all things else control,

Rev.F. A. West on the Revival
in Ireland.

The Rev. Francis A. West, Ex-Presi-
dent of the Wesleyan Conference, delivered
an Address oo the remarkable religiocs
awakening in Ireland, to a nomerous assem-
bly, chiefly of young men, in the Lecture
Hull of the Young Men’s Christian Associ-
ation, Aldersgate Street. .

After the singing of the hymn, “ Oa all

the earth Thy Spirit pour,” and prayer,

The Rev. F. A. West said he did not
scruple to call the movement now going on
in Ireland a great work of God. He might
be thought in saying this to be;too bold, or
88 savoring a litile of professigaal zeal ; but
Ministers of the Gospel were even more
concerned for the honor of God in a work
Jike this than ordirary members of the
Church, and their interest rather lay in the
exercise of extreme caution. They bad
bere a great fact, which was attracting the
attention of all classes of persons in Ireland.
It was deemed of so much importance that
almost every newspaper published in that
country contained details of facts or new
phases of the movement, some viodication
or some insinuation against it,—and railway
companies found it to iheir interest to run
special traing, which waited Pte in the
evenings, for the accommodation of the
large numbers who went to the monster
meetings; and these meetings consisted of
numbers varying from five to upwards of
twenty thousand. There were many fea-
tures to the movement which justified his
interpretation that it was a work of God.
He tound that the congregations oo the
Sabbath day were so large that no church
or chapel could be found which was not ab-
solutely filled,—these places haviog previ-
ously been very scantily attended ;—and
that many churches were filled every night
in the week. ~Congregations, large and
devout, could be had almost everywhere,
acd at any hour. Bibles were bought up
with great avidity, and anxiously read;
bookseilers could not supply bymn-books
fast enough ; and thousands of tracts were
given away and eagerly sought for. Whole
villages bad been reformed in their moral
character, cases for magisterial adjudication
having diminished ir number, and whizkey-
drigking, that bane of Ireland, baving be-
come a rare thing, insomuch that a traveller
in the whiskey trade said it was of no use
to go to Ballymera, because the people
there would neither buy nor drink. All
ciasses of people were affecied,—and both
sexes, young, middle aged, and old persons
ahke ; strong men as well as sensitive girls;
not merely in places of worship, bat in the
streets, ficlds, tactories, and railway carri-
ages,—at home and abroud,—the moral and
immoral alike. And the movement was not
coufined to sny particular denomination ol
Cbristians, even Roman Catholics aod So-
cinians~being emitten, or *struck,” as the
plirase went, with deep conviction of sin.
No adventitious aids were brought into
operation to promote it, no extraordinary
talent, no special means, jt being brought
about golely by that cluss of Ministers who
possessed peculiar adaptation for what was
cailed * Revival work,”—from these and
similar considerations, maultitades of facts
patent to all men, and which a true philoso-
phy must reduce to the operation of w su-
peroatural power, be was led to conclude
that it was not the result of heated imagina-
tion, sometkLing factitious, or the product of
Saianic delusion. Everything must have
an adequate causation. That which was
dead could not resuscitate itself. No stream
could rise bigher than ita source; and be
was satisfied that a careful induction of facts
would lead to the conclusion that it was the
result of superbuman agency,—the work of
God. He would, it was true, be very
foolish who should attempt to viodicate or
justity everytbing connected with the &vi-
val. There were many buman lﬂﬂrllll:iel
in all things to which man beot his attention
and cfforis; and many things stood cennect-
ed with the work in [reland which, humaanly
speakiog, one.would desire to bave been ab-
seut. Tne ordinary method by which God
appeared to work in that great revival was,
thac men were first suddenly convicted
deeply of their sinful state as by &

stroke,~as suddenly as the jailor mention-

ed in the Acts of the Aposties; and then,
in a large number of cases, there followed
most extraordinary physical effects, some
persons ewooning and becoming insensible,
others being seized by strange quiverings of
tiee flesh and limbs, which were frightful to
look upon; others again were bathed in a
cold, clammy perspiration, or deprived of
the power of utterance or motion, while
others, by sudden and fearful screams and
doleful cries, evinced a mental agony—spi-
ritual throes which could not be imagined,
and were perfectly appalling. It was re-
markable thut in nearly all those cases
where the subjects were moderately affect-
ed, they were heard to whisper either con-
fessions of sin, as “ Oh, my sins, they are
intolerable,” or prayers for forgiveness, such
prayers being addressed at once to Christ, as
“ Jesus have mercy on me.” With the re-
turn of consciousness, came graduaily a
sense of God’s forgiving love. It wasa
great mystery. We (said Mr. West). are
used to speak of an intelligent act of faith,
of trust in the atonement of Christ, and of
the necessity of the beart being engaged in
prayer, in order to obtain a sense of pardon ;
but, in many of these cases, the strangest
physical phenomena occurred, and, as soon
as those who were “struck” retarned to
consciousness, and were able to walk and
speak, their restoration was accompanied by
spiritual light, and joy, and power, and they
went on their way rejoicing and directing
others to the Lamb of God. Doubtless,
their spiritual dcliverance was the occasion
of their physical restoration, just as their
bodily sufferings had been occasioned by the
sudden and powerful conviction of spiritual
ruin. The process was illustrated by many
facts, some of which the speaker had bim-
self witnessed. Mr. West proceeded to de-
tail some incidents of a visit he recently
made to lreland, in conneclion with the
Wesleyan Conference there. In the vessel
in which he crossed the Irish Chanael, he
found that a gracious work of God had been
going on, that seventeen out of nineteen of
the crew were religiously affected, and that
God was softening the bearts of the other
two, in answer to the prayers of their com-
rades. When at Belfast he attended a great
united Prayer Meeting, at which were up-
wards of 100 Ministers of various denomi-
pations. The Bisbop of Down and Connor
was in the chair, and gave a catholic address
to a crowded assembly. One of the effects
of the Révival was an increase of Christian
charity and love. He had known the Evan-
gelical Alliance from its commencement, and
had enjoyed friendship with the Ministers of
various denominations in the towns where
he had resided ; but there (at Belfast) be
felt as if the very atmospbere was ene of
love. The ordinary religious meetings, too,
were characterized by a spirit of deep devo-
tion. He attended a meeting for the “con-
victed,” and engaged in prayer; sand the
scene deeply impressed him. Ooe young
man, about eighteen years of age, was in
great distress ; be had been struggling a
long time for mercy, and was completely
exhausted. He was sometimes on his
koees ; then the people around him lifted
up, in order to relieve him by a change of
posture ; and they spoke to him and prayed
with and for him with marvellous affection,
tenderness, and perseverance. He was thus
affected till very late in the evening. He
(Mr. West) ascertained that the young man
had come ten miles, having heard a report
of what was doing, and hoping to obtain a
deliverance from hig sins; and that as soon
as he reached his home, God spoke peace to
his troubled conscience. He (the speaker)
also visited, with the Rev. W. Arthur, a
place calied Hyde Park,—a small village
with a scattered population. The people
had no potice of their visit, and he and Mr.
Arthur improvised a meeting at the large
bleach works there. The manager was a
Quaker. He took the deepest interest in
the movement, and while heartily engaging
in all the services, singing and all, he seem-
ed to watch it with a philosopher’s as well
as a friendly eye. At that meeting there
was a oumber of wild Irishmen, whose
countenances, dress, and mein, showed what
they were ; but their countenances were a3
gerious as the grave ; there were also many
young and some aged persons. He (Mr.
West) gave an account to them of his own
conversion to God, and invited them to
give their testimonies to God’s wondrous
work in their sonls. The first was a lad,
and he gave a very sober testimony, and it
was afterwards ascertained that he was a
converted Roman Catbolic. A tall, intelli-
gent-looking, man gave a clear account of
the whole process of thought and feeling
through which a man passed from the mo-
ment when conviction seized his con-
science, until he believingly looked to
the Cross of Christ, and felt his sins
were taken away. He (Mr. West) bad
been accustomed for forty years to hear tes-
timonies of God’'s grace; but he never
heard anything more satisfactorily analyti-
cal of a penitent’s feeling, than that man s,
though he had been only ten days in the
enjoyment of the love of God in his heart.
He was a man, too, who had been dis-
missed twice or oftener from his employ-
ment ; the Quaker had bad long patience
with him, and ut the very time of his spi-
ritual arrest, be was under “ notice to quit;”
but * now,” said his master, “ I shall keep
him ; he serves me well ; for he is a changed
man.” That man, besides, was an Arian ;
but God’s spirit had convinced him of the
error of his creed, and he had found Christ
to be ¢ the mighty God” Twelve state-
ments were given, and Mr. Arthur was ab: it
to close the meeting by expoundiig a Psa:m,
when a man rose and said he must also bear
his testimony, and his was as beam'nlul as
was that already mentioned. 1t was, indeed,
a most remarkable work, and many illustra-
trations of its scriptural character were given
by the speaker. At Coleraine, it was in-
tended to have a grand opening of the new
Town Hall, and &' ball was arranged for:;
but when the time came, it was found tbat
the inbabitants ofdthe b::i'n were too seri-
ously disposed, and nobody would pationize
it; .’o they turned the ball into l:“pnyer
meeting, and the edifice was consecrated to
its uses in the most unexpected manner :—
instead of its visitors “ tripping the light
fantastic toe,” they were found until past
midnight seeking religion, and many found
it, to the joy of tbeir souls. At Beltast, the
work had taken hold of what were called
the “ fast” young men of thst tows, for-

menta! | merly characterized by great levity, and | please

intensely opposed to the movement, bat who

bad now formed themselves into a band, and

met at six o’clock every morning to hold |
Prayer meetings, and God was greatly bles- |
sing them in their efforts. The lowest classes |
of people, t00, were being aff-cted. Scoffers

were few : but a young man who stood at a

charch door sneering at those who entered

it, and shouting, * Make haste, or you’ll be

too late for the touch,” was suddenly ar-

rested, taken into the church, where he

agonized for salvation.

Mr. West assured them that the religious
excitement and its fruits in no degree abated.
Preaching in the street has become an esta-
blished ordinance. It is reported here and
there that all the big boys and girls in such
a school are converted The work among
the children is as wonderfuljas among the
aduks. The congregations are as large, and
often larger than ever. Last Sanday in
Belfast,- almost every where there was a
marveilous effusion of the Spirit in His
power. Ministers are overwrought, and the
active laymen, for they scarcely ever leave
one house bat they are 1equired to visit some
who * are ill” in the next. Were it not for
the marvellous tongue of fire which the same
Spirit divides as He will among the new:
converts, who are able at once to direct the
penitent to the Cross they bave so recently
found, the necessities of the work could in
no degrec be overtaken. All find there is
no reliel for them bat by looking to Christ,
and new converts can alwhys talk of Jesus,
He (Mr. West) had throughout been greatly
impressed by the indentity of thought, and
even expression, which be found in these
new converts and in those brought to God
in ordinary times, and especially in admitted
Revivals, and justified conversions. It was
ever the language of divine assurance, peace,
and joy. He dwelt on the fact that God
had in His wisdom and sovereign mercy
visited the Presbyterian Church in the great-
est eminence, and with the most remarkable
phenomena ; that all churches agreed in
considering it a true work of God; and
quoted the testimony of the Presbytery of
Belfast and of Episcopal clergymen, the
Moderator declaring * be would as soon be-
lieve it was not the power of the Lord that
raised Lazarys, as that it was not His Spirit
who was working among the people” Dr.
Mourphy said, ** if the work was not of God,
we never had anything of God in our land.”
That the work is extending among the Ro-
manists is notorious; but it is not wise to
publish as much as is known of these cases.
Some, however, he related of great interest,
where the converts endured persecation in a
becoming spirit, and were zealous for the
conversion of. their brethren. Mr. West
also adverted-to the moral fruits of the
Revival, very few, indeed, baving gone back
into the world ; whole neighbourhoods hav-
ing, for the present at least, ceased from
profligacy and open vice ; and many aban-
doned women baving turned with loathing
from their sins, and beihg now anxious to
save others. Our limits do pot allow us to
follow the speaker in bis varions and inter-
esting accounts of different places and scenes,
and particularly of the great meeting in the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Belfast, of which
we last week quoted an Ulster report.

In conclusion, Mr. West urged his audi-
ence to consider deeply the facts of the case;
not to reject evidence that went to prove
that God is in this work ; to rejoice rather
in the salvation of men, by whatever means ;
to refer the errors and imperfections of the
work to man, and all that is good to God ; to
bonour the Holy Spirit, and to wait His
gracious and powerful advent in the spirit
of faith-and submissiveness. The business
of the Church in England was to stand pre-
pared for whatever God might be graciously
disposed to do, They wanted a revival of
the work of God. They wanted, in what-
ever way it might please God to grant it,
an outpouring of his Spirit. They had long
been praying,—pleading with earnestness,—
that such a visitation might come upon this
country. He (Mr. West) believed it was
comir.g. He was confident that the wave of
salvation which had visited America, and
had wafted across to Ireland, is already ex-
tending to our own shores. They could not
suggest to God how He could do that great
work. If it came with signs and wonders
and mighty deeds, let them glorify God and
acknowledge his finger. He was not stum-
bled by what be had witnessed in Ireland.
He believed, nothing but such a process as
that would have arrested attention and
aroused a slumbering Church; and so, in
Eogland, men must be deeply impressed by
some extraordinary means. hat those
medical men were thinking of, who referred
the Irish movements to physical causes, and
who could say that a plentiful dash of cold
water on the subjects of it would put an end
to the fit, and that it was merely a case for
the physician, he (Mr. West) did not know;
but be must say, with all deference to the
philosophbers of this world, that the philoso-
pby which did not acknowledge the truths
and facts of Christianity most be utterly
false. There were effects which no physical
cause could produce; Satan would never
employ physical causes to lead men to for-
sake sin; and men, of their own nature,
would never turn from sin to God. The
work must be judged by its fruits ; and be
was satisfied that here the evidence was
clear and demonstrative, by the fruits of
boly joy and peace, and by the lives of men
now regulated by the Gospel of Christ.

The meeting was concluded with prayer.

Mr. West gave another very full accouut
of the movement to a large and deeply at-
tentive audience nt Stoke Newington, on
Sunday evenicg last, embracing most of the
same facts. .

A Chapter of Mistakes,

It is a mistake to suppose that people are
thirsting after the knowledge of the truth of
God when they bave money at interest and
refuse to patronize a religious paper.

It is & mistake in the devotees of pride
and self-conceit to suppose that their “ cost-
ly array ” and lofty bearing will command
the respect of a sober, thinking community,

It is a mistake to suppose that learning
and talen{ will supply the place of vital
piety.

It is a mistake in the worshippers of
mammon to suppose that they can drag
themselves to heaven with the world on
their backs.

It is a mistake to suppose that they can
God snd all men.

not take care of our own characters our!
neighbors will do it. ,

1t is a mistake in the envicus to suppose |

that they can boild themselves up by pul-|
ling down others. l

It is a mistake in contributors to suppose |
that editors have nothing to do baut to cor-'
rect their errors, decipher their crow-tracks
or re-write their articles.

It is & mistake that long articles, without
either pith or point, will be acceptable to
the readers of a paper.

It is a mistake to suppose that long
obituaries and stale poetry will be gen-
erally read.

It is a mistake to suppose that a Cbris-
tian does not know how to “prefer his bre-
thren in bonor ” to himself.

It is a mistake in a polemical tyre to
suppose his opponent bas no feelings, and
should not be treated courteously.

It is a mistake in a minister to suppose

that his congregation will repose confidence
in him if his conduct contzadicts his preach-
ing.
It is & mistake in church members to
suppose that their pastor will entertain a
bigh opinion of their love or respect for him
when they bave no other evidence :i:an
empty words to prove the fact.

It is & mistake to suppose that a » :nister
likes to be scolded by his parishic:crs for
not preaching and visiting more, when ne-
cessity requires that he should be at home
laboring with his hands to “ supply the lack
of Service towards him.”

It is & mistake in officious persons to sup-
pose that they are always thanked for their
pains.

It is & shame to suppose that the con-
tribators commit all the blunders, that the
compositors bave no share, and vice versa.

It would be a mistake in me to suppose
that this chapter will be generally read by
those for whom it is specially intended,
unless good, benevolent, sub:cribers will
lend their papers.

If I am not mistaken this chapter is quite
long enough.

Faith,

That faith which is a simple belief in
God, or that trust in his mercy which has
no reference to the correctness of our lives,
bas little connection with that faith which
can save us in the world to come. There
is also a forced faith, arising from conscious
guilt and a desire for pardon. Although
possessed of no abhorrence of sin, or reeolu-
tion to abandon it, yet fearful of the penalty,
we force ourselves to a bhope and trust we
may be forgiven now, and whenever we fall
into the same transgression. This syren,
with bher song so grate(ul to the ears of sin,
bath lulled many a soul to a fatal sleep.
The heart is too prone to believe what it
earnestly desires.

That faith which does not strike off the
present chains of sin, cannot unshackle them
bereafter. That faith which leaves us in
transgression now will leave us there for-
ever. That which lets us sleep in life,
will let us sleep in death. That which
sows to idleness in time, shall harvest
emptiness eternally. Not that fath which
merely looks up to heaven with longing
eyes and anxious heart may claim the
promise, but that joyfully lays heart and
life upon the sacrificial aliar.— Mizpah.

Boaring Crosses,

The Crusaders of old, we are told, used
to bear a painted cross upon their shoulders ;
it is to be feared that many among us take
up crosses which sit just as lightly ; things of
ornament, passports to respectability, a cheap
exchange for a struggle we never made, and
a crown we never strove for. But let us
not deceive ourselves. None ever yet enter-
ed into the kingdom of heaven withoat trib-
ulation—not, perbaps, the tribulation of fire,
cross, or rebuke or blasphemy; but the
tribulation of a bowed spirit and a humble
heart ; of the flesh crucified to the spirit and
of hard conflicts with the power of dark-
nees; and, therefore, il our religion be of
such a pliable‘or elastic form, as to bave
coet us neither pains to acquire, nor self-de-
nial to preserve, nor efforts to advance, nor
struggle to maintain holy and undefiled, we
may be assured our place among the ranks
of the risen dead will be with that prodigi-
ous multituade who were pure in their own
eyes, and yet were not washed from their
filthiness.— Rev. Dr. Moore.

‘A Plain, smlpalieth. Definition of

Having obtained the King’s pardon for a’
a poor man, cast for transportation, I carri-
ed it to the jail to him. Seeing the poor
fettered creature fall down upon his knees
to return me thanks, caused me to burst
into tears of heartfelt joy. I thought this
is jost what thou, O my precious Saviour,
hast done for me! Thou bast obtained a
free and full pardon of all my sins; set my
soul at liberty, and filled it with peace
and joy, by the atonement of thy precious
'blood! The poor convict had not read his
pardon ; he had not seen the King's name
toit. | only made the report to him, that
[ had got it. He believed me. Hence be
was happy, joyful, and thankful, that he
had received his pardon.— Mason.

Speaking to Mourners at the
A!ml

One of our Southern exchanges has an
article on this subject : “ I think persons are
invited forward to the altar for religious in-
struction, and this instruction should be
given intelligibly, clearly, dispassionately,
with as much earnestness and energy as the
instructor may feel, but mever boisterously.
Let the plan of salvation be made as clear
to their minds as the simplest language can
render it, and help them, by every possible
light, to the full conception of the idea of a
present personal Saviour; but do not try to
storm them through with * Amen ! —believe !
—just pow!—do Lord !—and the like ex-
pressions. I have known persons of delicate
sensibilities, bowever deeply concerned for
their souls, stunved, offended in this way.
If we had the faith of Carvosso, when we
instruct penitents, we should find no neces-
sitiy for in their ears, as if address-

It is & mistake to suppose that if we do’

Gemeral .ﬁﬁécrllanp.

The Crowded Street.

Let me move slowly through the street,
Filled with an ever shifting train,
Amid the sound of steps that beat
The murmuring walks like autumn rain,
How fast the flitting figures come |
The mild, the fierce, the stony face;
Some bright with thongbtless smiles, and some
Where secret tears bave left their trace.

They pass—to toil, to strife, to rest ;
To balls in which the feast is spread ;

To chambers where the funeral guest
In silence sits beside the dead.

And some to bappy bomes repair

Where children, pressing cheek to cheek,
With mute caresses shall declare

The tenderness they cannot speak.

And some, who walk in calmnees bere,
Sbhall shudder as they reach the door

y Where one who made their dwelling dear,

Its flower, its light, is seen no more.

Youth, with pale cheek and slender frame,
And dreams of greatness in thine eye !
Goest thou to baild an early name,
Or eatly in the task to die ?

Keen son of trade, with eager brow,
Who is now fluttering in the snare ?

Thy golden fortunes, tower they now,
Or melt the glittering spires in air ?

Who of this crowd to-night shall tread
The dance till daylight gleam again ?

Who torruw o'er the untimely dead !
Who writhe iu throes of mortal pain ?

Some, famine struck, shall think bow long
The cold dark bours, how slow the light ;

And some, who flaunt amid the throng,
Sball hide in dens of shame to-night,

Each, where his task or pleasures call,
They pass and heed each other not.
There is who heeds, who holds them all
In his large love and boundless thought,

These struggling tides of life that seem
In wayward, aimless course to tend,
And eddies of the mighty stream
That rolls to its appointed end,
W. C. BryaxT.

Wounds of the Brain

The popular notion as to the almost ne-
cessarily fatai character of wounds of the
brain, is a very exaggerated one. Perbaps,
however, there is hardly an instance oa re-
cord of a family of six people being so mur-
derously struck through the skull with a hat-
chet into the very subtance of the brain, and
all remaining at the end of the week alive,
and so many of them in a fair way of re.
covering as the Gouldy family were at that
period. Probably the very force, sudden-
ness and madness with which the blows
were inflicted, and the sharpness of the in-
strument, have contributed not a little to this.
A round ball, though not making balf so
ugly a looking wound, would almost certain-
ly have produced a greater amount of dis-
placement and contusion of the edges of the
wound, and hence a subsequent inflamma-
tion ; and blows delivered with only balf the
fierceness and violence might have produc-
ed worse fractures of the skullbone, and a
greater jar of the whole brain, than the ra-
pidly dealt and nervous strokes of this young
madmsan. It is thus a pistol ball will pass
through a window without cracking the edges
around the hole, while a spent ball or a
stone coming with balf the force will shiver
the glass in every direction.

There i3 nothing in which nature seems
more capricious as to the effects she cavses
to ensue than in wounds of the brain. Some-
times a slight fall or a very trifling blow
that does not break the skin proves fatal in
a short time ; and at other times not only
may the skull be fractured, bat large pieces
of the skull bone be removed, as by, trepan-
ning, and a very considerable portion of the
cerebrum or upper portion of the brain itself
be lost, and yet all the functions of life be
carriea on for years. If, however, the cere-
bellum, that is the lower and back part of
the brain, be iojured, it is a very different
matter. A slight wound there produces im-
mediate death. But a man may, in certain
circumstances lose a tea-cup full of brain
without death or the loss of reason even for
an instant. Perbaps this may go far to
show that the brain is the organ through
which the mind acts, but nothing more. The
mind is & whole and entire thing, indepen-
dent of its organ of operation.

A few yearsago a man, in blasting, ex-
ploded his charge too soon by ramming it
down with an iron bar or drill. The drill
was driven up clear through the roof of his
mouth, through the brain of course, and
through the top of hisskull high up into
the air. The man cooly gotintoa wag-
gon standing near and drove some distoace
bome. No one supposed he could live ; but
he actually did sarvive, certainly for soime
months, with his senses perfect, and we have
not beard of his death.

We know of a case of a bar-keeper in the
South being shot through the forehead. He
took up pen, ink and paper and wrote to his
wife that be was shot, and probably he died
in twenty-four hours, the blood dropping on
his paper.

A more remarkable case was that of a well
digger, who, while in a well, bad his skull
broken in by the fall of a heavy timber upon
his bead. He was taken out insensible, and
remained so for ten days, his death so mo-
mentarily expected that trepanning was not
even tried until the end of that ime. By
degrees he recovered bis mind perfectly, and
even bis strength, so far as to be able to
walk about the room, after losing a very
considerable part of the brain itself. Al-
though near sixty,a new bone began to
grow ; and this, at the end of about eighteen
moontbs, proved his death, owing to a small
spike of the new bone, not half an inch long
growing down into brain, producing irrita-
tion, pressure and death.

1t is then, not the loss of the substance of
the brain that is so much to be feared, as the
irritation and inflammation which ensue.
Cougestion of the brain may stupify, or boe-
morrbage through the ruptare of the blood

ing & team of horses in a quicksand.”

vessels cause death. Bat, as we have snid

| quite a consderable quantity of the upper |

portion of the brain itself may be abstracted

| without necessarily occasioning death ; and
| in some instances, without sensibly impair-

ing the senses or mental powers. There is,

| bowever, we suppose, no doubt a loss of ner-

| vous forces, especially of the power of en-

! durance in all such cases

Still it is worth while to bear in mind the

distinction between the effect of the loss of
|the brain and the least pressure upon it.

| That, if not fatal, seems always to produce

a disordered action. Whether this pressure

| is produced by =n external wound, or by an

| internal determination of blood, whenever it

| becomes such that a supply of pure and

| healthy blood does ot flow freely and con-

[ tioually through il «he vessels, the mental |
| action instantly e~vsuwmes a disordered char- |
| acter. Remove the pressure, and sometimes

| the restoration will be as sudden. The re-|
| moval of a portion of the skull that had been |
fractured and indented three years previous-
ly, was known in the case of a sailor, at once
to restore him to a state of sanity, although
with a perfect oblivion of the whole inter-
mediate time. W hether congestion of par-
ticular portions of the brain is not the true
mode of accounting for the. occasional indi-
osyncracies of many men, and beyond what |
is ordioarily supposed, who shall say ?—

Philadelplaa Ledger. -

}
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Domestic Life in the Middle
Ages.

Rode were the manners then ; a man and
his wife ate off the same trencher; a few
wooden-handled knifes, with blades of rug-
ged iron, were a luxury for the great—can-
dles unknown. A servant girl held a torch
at supper ; one or two mugs of coarse brown
earthenware formed ali the drinking appar-
atus in a house. Rich gentlemen wore
clothes of unlined leather. Ordinary per-
sons scarcely ever touched flesh meat. Noble
mansions drank little or no wine in the sum-
mer ; a little corn seemed wealth. Women
had trivial marriage .portions ; even ladies
dressed extremely plain. The chief part of
a family's expenses was what the males
spent in arms and horses, none of which,
bowever, were either very good or very
showy ; and grandees had to luy out money
on their lofty towers. In Dante’s compara-
tively polished times, ladies began to paint
their cheeks by way of finery, going to the
theater, and to use less assiduity in spinning
and playing distaff. What is only a symp-
toms of prosperity in large, is the sure
sign of run in small atates, So in Flor-
ence he might very well deplore what in
London or Paris would be praised or cause
asmile. Wretchedly indeed plebeians hov-
eled ; and if noble castles were cold and
dreary eserywhere, they were infinitely
worse in Italy, from the horrible modes of
torture and characteristic cruelty, too fright-
ful to dwell on. Few of the infamous struc-
tures built at the time treated of, stand at
present, yet their ruins disclose raeful cor-
ners.

-~

A Drop of 0il.

Every man who lives in a house, especi-
ally if the house be his own, should o1l all
the various parts of it once in two or three
months. The house will last much longer,
and will be mach more quiettolive in. Oil
the locks, bolts and hinges of the street door
and it will shut gently, with luxurious ease,
and with the use of a small amount of force.
A neglicted lock requires great violence to
cause it to shut, and with so much violence
that the whole house its doors its windows,
and its very floor and joists, are much shaken,
and in time they get out of repair in all sorts
of ways to say nothing of the dust that is
dislodged every time the place is so shaken.
The incessant banging of doors, scrooping
of locks, creaking and screaming of hinges
is & great discomfort. Even ihe bell wire
cranks should sometimes be oiled, and they
will act more certainly and with such gentle
force that there will be little danger of break-
ing any part of them, The castors of tables
and chairs should be sometimes oiled, and
they will move with such a gentle impulse
and #o quietly that a sleeping child or old
man is not awakened. A well oiled door
lock opens and shuts with bardly a whisper.
Three pennyworth of oil used in ailarge house
once a year will save many skillinge in even
the substantial repairs of a house ; and an
old old wife living and sleeping in quiet
repose will enjoy many more years of even
temper and active usefulness. Housekeep-
ers, pray do not forget the oil! A stitch in
time saves nine, and a drop in time saves
pounds.— The Builder.

The Dead Sea.

Though in breadth not exceeding ten
miles, the Dead Sea seems boundless to the
eye when looking from north to south ; and
tbe murmar of waves, as they break on its
flint-strewn shores, together with the lines
of drift-wood and fragments of bitumen on
the beach, give to its waters a resemblance
of the ocean. Curious to experience the
sensation of swimming in so strong a sea, 1
put to the test the accounts of the extreme
buoyancy felt in it, and I was quickly con-
vinced that there was no exaggeration in
what I bad heard. I found the water al-
most tepid, and %o strong that the chief dif-
ficulty was to keep sufficiently submerged,
the fees starting up in the air at every vigor-
ous stroke. When floating, balf the bod
rose above the surface, and with a pillow one
might bhave slept upon the water. After
some time the strangeness of the sensation in
some measure disappeared, and on approach-
ing the shore I carelessly dropped my feet
to wade out, when lo! as if a bladder had
been attached to each beel, they flew upward ;
the struggle to recover myself sent my head
down ; the vile, bitter and briny water, from
which I bad hit