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The following pages are published for the pur.

g pag pubi
pose of answering the requests, for information
Yearly sent Lo the Clerk of the Legislative Assems
. bly, by the persons wanting to.have a Private

Bill passed by the Legislature of the Province of S

Quebec. B
It must not"be expected that in.these few
remarks, which are intended ouly to isdicate the -
™ principal formalities to be observed in passing a
Private Bill, will be found the distinction to be
made as to jurisdiction in Private Legislation,
respecting Bills which fall under the exclusive

" control of the Parliament of Canada, and those

under that of the Legslature of the Province of
Quebec. -

That which can at the outside be required in
notes of this nature is -an ind cation of the dis--
- tinction between a Public. Bl and a Private Bill.

Although it may be seen that article 51 gives
the chief subjects ol Provincial Legislation, it may
be perhaps useful o give some explanations and
precedents.

’

S
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PUBLIC BILLS and PRIVATE BILLS.

A Public Bill is a measure of public policy,
one in which the whole community s interested ;
such are Bills relating to- general measures of
police, juries, the establishment and main-
tenanci’of courts of justice aid registry offices,
ke, &e, oo .

Measuvres relating to the bar, the Notarial pro.
fession, the Medical profession and the incorpo-
ration of Dentists' and Surveyors and others of
the same kind were declared Public Bills ; viz :
the following example.

The 30th Masch 1835, Mr. Speaker called the
attention of the House to the Bull relating to the
Pharmaceutical Association and to regulate the
sale of drugs and poisons : this Bull presented as
a Private Bill was declared to be a Public Bill.

"(See Eimlish Jovrnals of the Legulaube Assembly,
puge 81, 18335). Ea

“ Every bill for the pm‘twular interest or
“ benefit of any person or persons, is treated 'in
“ Parliament, as a Private Bill Whether it be
* for the mterest ofanindividual, a public comp-
¢ amy or*corporation, a parish, a ciiy, a county )
¢ or other locality; it is equally (}lstlnglwlalled ‘
“ from a measure of public policy, in'which the |
*“ whole community are interested; and this
“ distinction is marked by the solicitation of
“ Private Bills, by the parties themselves whose
t interests are concerned.” s

» May Parlian entary Pr



Mere are a few examples taken from a m\
many.’

On the 23rd July 1880, Mr. Speaker ruled that the
bill to divide the registration division of Three
Rivers in two, having been presented as a Public
Bill was notin order, in as much as it was a Private
Bill, and should come within the perview of the
*51st Rule requiring Notice, &c '

Measures .are sometimes treated as hybrid
Bills, so called because they partake both of a -
public and private character; Public,bacause of the
large interests concerned : Private, because they
also interfere with private property or rights.s .

Onthe27th April 1385,Mr.Speaker declared that .
the Bill to detach certain lots of land from the
parishes of St. Victor of Tring and St. Ephrem
of Tring, and to annex them to the parish of
Sacré - Ceeur of Jésus, of Broughton for civil,
religious and school purposes relates essentially
to a matter of private interest &nd ought to have -
-been presented as a Private Bill and not consi- *
dered as a " Public Bill.

The Bill to"annex a certain portion of the
Municipality of the parish of St. Damase, in the
County of St. Hyacinthe, to the Municipality of
St. Jean Baptiste, in the County of Rouville is
presented and passed as a Private Bill, with all
the formalities of Notices, petmons &e., &c.

(See English Jowrnals of 1885. of the Legislative
Assembly, page 83).

1 Clifford’s History of Pt ate Bills



ALL‘ APPI:]CATIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS BEQU[EE
NOTICE.

51. All applications for Private Bills, proper-
ley the subject of legislation by the Leglalature

‘of Quebec, within the purview of « The British®

North America Act, 1867,” whether for the erec-
tion of a Bridge ; the making of a Railway,
Tramway, Turnpike Road, Telegraph or Tele-
phone Line ; the cobnsfruction or improve-
ment of a Harbour, Canal, Lock, Dam, Slide, or
other like work ; the granting of a right of
Ferry @mcorporamon of any particular Trade -
or Calling; or of any Joint Stock Company ; the
incorporation of a City, Town, Village or other.
Municipality ; the levying of any local Assess-
ment ; the.division of any Municipality, or of
any County for purposes other than that of
Representation'in the Legis'ature the removal of
the site of a County Town or of any local Offices ;
the re-survey of any Township,  or of any‘
Township Lin2 or Concession ; or of granting to
any individual or mdmduals any exclusive or
peculiar rights or privileges whatever, or for
doing any matter or thing which ia its operation
would affect’ the rights or property of other
parties, or which relate to any particular class
of the community ; or for making any amend-
ment of a like nature to any existing Act,—
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shall require a Notice clearly ard distincily . -
-specifying the nature and object of th2 application. ¢

2. Such notice, except in the case of existing  .-%x
Corporations, shall be signed on behalf of the '
applicants, and shall be published in the “ Que-’
bec Official Gazette, ” in the English and French
languages, and in one newspaper in the English
and it one newspaper in the French Language,
in the Distri¢t affected ; and.in default of either
of such newspapers in such District, thenin a
similar newspaper published in an. -adjoining
District. .

3. Such Notice shall bes continued, in cach
case, for a period of at least one month during
the interval of time bstween the closé of the
preceding Session and the cousideration of the
Petition ; and copies of the newspaper containing
the first and last insertion of such notice shall, -
be sent by tlwe parties who inserted such notice . ’
to the Clerk of the House, to b2 filed in the office
of the Committee on Standing Orders <,

52, In the case of an intended application for
a PRIVATE BILL for the erection of a Toll-
bridge, the person or personsintending to petition - -
for such BiLr, shall in the Norice prescribad by
the preceding Rule, specify the rates which they

£

1 Such notice should be considered sufficient if published in a weekly
newspaper during one month. There are cases in which the CommrzTEE
o~ STANDING ORDERs decided that the notice required by rule 5l is not . .
strictly necessary, thus when it can be proved that all parties whose
interests may be affected have been informed of the nature of the pro-
posed bill, either by special notice given to each, the publication of the
proceedings of a public meeting or by the service of a notice upon the
shateholders of a Company or evidence given of the knowledge of the
parties 1nterested in the proposed measure.
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intend to ask, the extent of the privilege, the height
of the arches, the interval between the abutments
or piers, fo- the passage of rafts and vessels, and
also whether it is intended to erect a drawbridge or
10!, and.the dimsnsions of the same. )

\ >
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PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS.

_ 56. ALL PRIVATE BILLS shall be introd- -
uced on PETITION, and presented to the House
upon motion for leave, after such Petition has
heen favorably; reporbed/(m by the Committee on
, ‘Standing Orders.

Every PETITION should specify and clearly
express the partlculal object the petitioner hasin
view.

“Three copies - of every Petition soliciting a
Private, Bill arve-required as follows :

One for His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor.

One f01 the Legislative Council and One for the
Le"mlam‘e L‘xcaemblv

g (See fo ms Page 19,20, 21)

85. Petitions may be either wmtten or printed
in English or French. If there are more than
- two petitioners, the signatures of at least three
shall be subscribed on the sheet containing the
PeTiTION.

Every Petition is to be fairly written or printed
without interlineation or erasure by leaving a
margin of one inch and a half on the left and
of half an inch on the right of the foolscap paper
on vwhich it is written or printed :

Such Petitition should begin as follows :

The Petition of the nndel-l"ned A.B.  of
the of the
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Humbly sheweth
That (here state the Obje()L« of thﬂ Pentmner
in soliciting an Act.) .
The Petitioner (or Petitioners) will state the
subject matter of the Petition, in the third person
- throughout and commencing each paragraph with
the word That.
Every petition is required to contain a prayer,
This prayershould conclude as follows :
‘Wherefore your patitioner humbly prays that
. Your Honor or Honorable Council or Honorable
Assembly may be pleased to grant the passing
of an Act to
And, as in duty bound, your Petitioner will
evey-pray.
(Signature),

(L.8)* -

Every Petition is required to be signed by the °
parties whose names are appended thereto by
“their sign manual or marks, and by no one else
except in case of incapdicity by sickness.

The signatures are required to be writter, upon
the petition itself and not\pﬁt_gd\or otherwise
transferred thereto. ) -

Petitions of corporations aggregate are required
to be under their common seal.

No letters, affidavits or other documents may
be attached to any Petition.

1 Pata seal here if the Petition is made by a corporation,
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No reference may be made in a petition to any
debate in the Legislature.

It is highly unwarrantable, and a breach of
the privileges of this House for any.person to set
the name of any other person to any Petition to
be presented to the House.

85. Petitions may be either written'or printed
in English or French ; if there are jmore than
" two petitioners, the signatures.of at least three
. shall be subscribed- on ,the sheet containing the
- prayer of the PETITION.

49 No PeTtiTioN for any PRIVATE BIL"‘L shall be
received, .after the -FIRST Two WEEKs of the
Session. No PRIVATE BILL shall be introduced
after the first THREE wWEEKs of the Session. No
REPORT Of any STANDING OR SELECT COMMITTEE

uppn a privatE BILL shall be received after the .

FIRST FOUR WEEKS of he Session.

2. No Motion for the general suspension or
modification of this Rule, for the Session, shall
- be entertained, unless it has been referred, at a
previous Sitting of the House, to the CoMMITTEE
oN StanpiNg OrbpErs and to the Standing Com-
mittees charged with the consideration of PRIVATE
BILLS, except a recommendation for that purpose
has bzen previously made by two or more of sucu
COMMITTEES., | ’

53. PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS, when received
shall, without special reference, bz taken into
cdnsideration By the CouMITTEE on STANDING

. -

"
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Orpgrs, which shall report in éach case whether .
the Rules with regard to T\Io'mm have been com.
plied with. In every case Where the NoTice shall
prove to have been insyfficient, : e1Lhe1 as refrards
the PerrTion as a whole, or any matter. therem
which ought to have begn SPECJALLY REFERRED TO
N THE NoTicE, the Commistee is to recommend to
the House the course to be taken in consequence
of sUCH INSUFFICIENCY of NOTmE

54. ALL Private BiLLs fr@m the Le«rlslatlve

Council, (not being based on &PETITION Wthh has

. already been soreported on 34 THE COMMITTEE ON

STANDING ORDERS,) shall, aftei' their First Reid-
ing, be referred to such Commlttee

55. No Motion for the suseexsion of any of
the Rules with respect to any Petition for a .
Private Bill shall be entertained, until the same
has been reported upon by the COMMITTEE on
Stanping_OBDERS.

TN

56. ALL PrivaTe BiLLs shall be introduced on
Petition, and presented to The House upon motion ~
for leave,after such Pettion hag been favourably
reported -on by the (,.oumT EE 0N STANDING
“ ORDERS.

‘

Bills for the incorporation of'\rrovv\s or of joINT
STOCK COMPANIES, or of Railway: ‘“Compames shall
contain, v AppITION t0 the special and absolutely
necessary clauses, ONLY SUCH PROVISIONS AS MAY
DEROGATE FRoM The Town Corporations -General
Clauses Act, or from The Joint Stock Companies
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" General Clauses Act, or from The Quebec Consolidated
Railway Act, 1880, as the case may. be, but shall
specify IN EACH SPECIAL INSTANCE the cLAUSE of the
general act which is sought to be departed from,
and shall replace the same by 4 NEW CLAUSE.
Special ¢rounps shail be set forth in the pETITION
for the introduction of such new provisions.

BiLs for amending existing |Acts shall be
framed so as to replace clauses| sought to be
amended BY NEW CLAUSES, INDICATING THE AMEND-
MENTS BETWEEN BRACKETS. ‘ .

‘Every Bill to authorise admissign to the prac-
tice of the profession of Advocate, Notary, Phy-

sician, Surveyor, Chémist or Dantist, shall contain*

a statement 1N THE PREAMBLE that such Bill-has
bezen approved by the Boarp or counciL of vhe
. profession which the petitioner desires to enter.

Bitrs which are not framed in accordance with
" this rule shall be re-cast by the promoters and
reprinted at their expense. :

This rule shall be published in the Quebec
Official Gazejte, with the Notice respecting Private
Bills. .

The Committee on Standing Orders shall ascer- -

tain and report whether siLLs fall under the
provisions of this rule, and,if so, whether it has
oeen complied with; and aﬁl BILLS, subject to the
provisions of this vule, shall be read the First
Time only when its requirements have becen
complied with

-~
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58. Axy persoN seeking to oblain aNy prrvaTE
BILL giving ANY EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE Or PROFIT, OT
PRIVATE Or CORPORATE ADVANTAGE, or for-any
amendment of any existing Act, sball deposit
WITH THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE, EIGHT DAYS BEFORE

v

\
A

THE OPENING OF THE SESSION, A COPY OF SUCH BILL

in the ENGLISH O FRENCH LANGUAGE, and shall at
the same time deposit WITH THE ACCOUNTANT OF
THE HOUSE A SUM SUFFICIENT {0 pay for printing
350 copies v ENGLIsH and 500 copies IN FRENCH,
and aLso $2 PEr PAGE Of prmted matter for the
translatlon and FIFTY CENTS per page for correct-
ing and” Tevising the printing. The transtation
shall be made by the oFrFicERs oF THE HOUSE and
the PRINTING SHALL BE DONE BY THE CONTRACTOR.

1. The Applicant shall also pay to the AccounT-

ant of the House r a sum of $100, and further- "

_nore the cost of printing the Bill for the Statutes,
and shall Jodge the receipt for the same with the

Clerk of the Commuttee to which such Bil! is_
referred. Such payments shall be made imme- .

diately AFTER THE SECOND READING and.before the
consideration or THE BILL by such Committee.

- 3. No Fee shall-be payable on Private Bills
from the Legislative Council ; BuT TuHE cosT of

, PRINTING the same and of corrECTING and REVISING

such PRINTING, if required shall be paid. -
59. Every privaTe BiLL, when read a Second
Time, shall be referred to the Standing Committee

1 Mr TLaurent Simoneau is the Accountart of the Legis'ative Assembly.

'
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“charged with the consideration of Bills of its

class : Bills relating to Railways, Tramways,

lanals, Telegraphs, Telephones, and Mining and

_ Manufacturing Companies. to-the Committee on

Railways, and Bills not coming under these

classes to the Committee on Private Bills. All

petitions for or against a Bill are referred, as of
course, to the same Committee as the Bill.

60. No Committee to which any Private Bill
originating in this House may be referred, is to
consider the same until after THREE CLEAR DAYS’
~oTicE of the sitting of such Committee has been
first affixed in the Lobby ; nor, in the case of
any stch Bill originating in the Legislative
Council, until after oNE CLEAR DAY’s like NOTICE,

2. On-the day of the posting of the NoTIcE. the
Clerk of The House shall cause a NoTice of such

posting to be appended to the printed Votes and
Proceedings of the day.

3. A copy of the BiLL, containing any amend-
ments proposed to be submitted by the promoters,
must be deposited in the Private Bill Office oNE
¢LEAR DaY before the consideration of the Bill by
the Committee.

61. All persons whose interests or property
.1nay be affected by any Private Bill, shall, when
required so to do, appear before the Standing
Committee touching their consent to the Bill, or
may send such consent in writing, proof of which

may be demanded by such Committee. And the
E
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Committee to which any Bili for incorporating a
Company  may' be referred, may. require proof
that the persons whése names appear in the Bill
as composing the Company are of full age and in
a position to effect the objects contemplated, and
have consented to become incorporated. .

62. All questions before Committees on Private
Bills are decided by a majority of voices, includ-
" ing the voice of the Chairman; and whenever
the voices are equal, the Lhau’man has a Second
or (}asl;mﬂr Vote,

63. It is the duty of the commltbee to which
" any Private Bill may be referred to call the
attention of The House specially to any provision
inserted in such Bill that does not appear to be
‘i accordance with the notice for.the same, as
reported upon by the Committce on sTANDING
'ORDERS. ,

64. The Committee to wh1ch a Pmate Bill
* may have been referred, shall, in every -case,
report the same to The House; and when any
. MATERIAL, ALTERATION has been made in the’

 PREAMBLE, such alteration and the reasons for the
same are to.be stated in the Report. -

65. When the Committee to which any Private
- Bill has been referred report that the PREAMBLE
of such Bill has not heen proved to their satis.
- faction, they must also state the grounds upon
.- which they have arrived at such a decision. No
. Bill so reported upon shall b2 placed ou the orprr -

- PAPER, unless hy special Order of The House,
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2. Private Bills, otherwise reported to Fhe
House by such Committee, shall be placed on the
Order Paper for the sitting following the recep-
tion of the Report, for consideration in Commiltee
of the Whole House, in the order in which they.
are reported.

66. The Chairman of the Committee shall sign,
with his name at length, a printed copy of the
Bill, on whick the Amendments are fairly written,
and sha_ll also sign, with the initials of his name,
the several Amendments made and Clauses added
in Committee. Another copy of the Bill, with
the Amendments written thereon, shall be pre
pared and certified by the Clerk of the Gommittee
and attached to the Report.

67. No important Amendment may he proposed
to any Private Bill in a Commilttee of the Whole
House, or at the Third Reading, unless.one clear-
‘day’s previous Notice of the same shall have been
given,

68. When any Prwate Bill is returned from
the Legislative; Council with Amendments other
than formal, siich Amendments are, previous to
their Second Reading, re(g:*red to the Standing
Committee to which such Bill had been origin- -
ally referred. -

69. Except in cases of urgent necessity, 1o
Motion for the suspension or wodification of any
of the Rules with respect to any Private Bill shall
be made, unless TW0 CLEAR DAYS’ previous NOTICE
shall have been given.
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70. A Book, to be called the Private Bill Reg-

ister, shall be kept, in which Book shall be
entered by a clerk appointed for that business by
the Clerk of The House, the name, description
and place of residence of the parties applying for
. every Private Bill, or of/their Agent, and ali the.
--_proceedings -thereon,-from the Petition- to the
passing of the Bill. The entries shall specify .
briefly each proceeding in The Honse or in any
Committee to which the Petition or the Bill may
be referred, and the days on which any such
Committee is appointed to sit. Such Book shall °
be open to public inspection daily, durmﬂ' office
“hours. -

%1. The Clerk—of The House shall cause lists
of all Petitions for Private Bills and of all Private
Biils upon which any Committee is appointed to
sit, fo be prepared daily by the Clerk of the
Committee to which such Petitions or Bills ar
referred, specifying the time of the meeting and
the room where the Committee shall sit. The

"Clerk of The House-shall cause the sam2 to b3
hung up in-the Lobby. -

2. Every PARLIAMENTARY- AGENT conducting
proceedings before the Legislative Assembly shall
be-p2rsonally responsible to The House and to
The Speaker, for the observance of the rules and
of Parliamzntary practice and usages, and of the
Rules prescribsd by The Speaker, and also for
the payment of all fees and charges. No person

hall act as PARLIAMENTARY AGENT until he shall

Ay
i
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have received the express sanction and authority
of Dhe Speaker.

93. Any Parliamentary Agent who shall wil-
fully act in violation of Parliamentary Rules
and usages, or of any Rules prescribed by The
Speaker, or who shall wilfully misconduct him. -
- self in prosecuting and proceedings before The

House, shall be liable to ana “absolute or temporary
prohibition to practice as such Agent, at the
_pleasure of the Speaker ; provided that,’ upon the
application of such "Agent, The Speaker shall
state in writing the ground for such prohibition.
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TO
. His Honor

LOUISFRANCOIS RODRIGUE MASSON
" LIEUTENENT GOYERNOR OF TRE PROTINCE OF QUEBEC.

The Pen'tmn of the undersigned A. B or the
underswned A.B,C. B,0.B,

{State the objeet of the pentloner in soliciting the
Act.y

Humbly skeweth. That

\

AT TEE END PUT.—W herefore your petiti(%x\
humbly prays that Your Horor may be pleased
. to sanction the passing of an Act {for the purpose,
&c., &c.) (Here give the title of the Act.)

Ang, as in duty bound, your petitioner wilk
ever pray.

(Signed): A.B. or A. B.
" CB
O B.
il ]) 3 :
Date _
1 Seal if the petition is made by z corporatior. -

WNote.—There must be at !east three signatures on this page, if the peti-
tloners exceed twa. -



To the Honorable
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - B

OF THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC,
. JN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED.

The Petition of the undersigned A. B. (or the
" undersigned A.B., G. B.,0. B.,))

here state the ohlect of the petitioner in soliciting
the Act.

Humbly sheweth. That

—7

" AT THE END puT.—Wherefore. your petitioner’
humbly prays that Your Honorable House may

be pleased to pass an Act for the (Here give the
title of the Act.)

And, as in duty bound, vour patitioner will
ever pravy.
(Signed) : A. B.or A. B.
C.B. .
0.B.
(L. Sa = ot . -
Date. g

1 Seal if the’patition is nmade by 2 corporation,

‘Note —There must be at lexst thrse sigratir:e on this page, if thepeti-
tioners exceed two

/
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_To the Honorable

.

v

LEGISLATIVE. ASSEMBLY

- * OF THE PROVINGE OF QUEBEC,
]N PARL-IAMENT ASSEMBLED.
The Petition of the Undersigned A. B. (or the

undersigned A. B.C. B. 0. B. .
‘there state the object of the petitioner in soliciting

. the Act.)

Humbly sheweth. That !

— 92 = ‘ .

&
A J

AT THE END PUT.— Wherefore ifour, petitionér
humbly prays that Your Honorable House may
be pleased to pass an.Act for (Here give the title
of the Act.) ' : .

And, as in duty boyund, your petitioner will
C¥Er pray.

) (Signed): A. B or A. B.

C. B.
0. B.
(Il: S..) 1. . N LT N N
Date.
-~
1 Seal 1if the petition 1s made by a.cotporation /

Note —There must be at least three signatures on this page, if the peti:
tioners exceed two ;
‘
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NOTICE
Any person wishing for copies of either
“Public or Private Bills must apply to G. de
Boucherville, Esq., Clerk of the Legislative
Council or to C. A. Parisault, Esq., Law Clerk,

and send the amount required to pay the
cost, of such copy of Bill and certificate.

<
<>

NAMES o‘r THE OFFICERS

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

OF WHOM MENTION IS M\DE IN THE RULES QUOTED IN THE
ABOVE PAGES.

LOUiIS DELORME,
CLERK.
EDOQUARD LEMOINE,
Clevk of Private Bills. -
CHARLES DELAGRAVE,
~ dssistant Clerk of Private Bills,
BUTEAU TURCOTTE,
French Translator.
CRAWFORD LINDSAY,
English Translator
LAURENT SIMONEAU,
Accountant.






. NOTICES, ADVERTISEMENTS OR DOCUMEI\’TS' '

RECEIVED AFTER TWELVE_ (CLOCK 0N THE THURSDAY OF EACH WEEK, .

WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED IN THE

OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF THE SATURDAY FOLLOWING

v

BUT WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT SUBSCQUEN1 NUMEBER.
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