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= Dlultum sanguinis, multum verecandie, mullum solis
citudiniis in ore. PLIRY. = : i '

-

With 2 suffusion of biushes, with much modesty, with much difs

_ﬁdence of speech. P .

, : ) PR

It has been a matter often disputed whether,
for the purposeés. of social life, and the advance-
ment of a person’s prosperity -or happiness, ima
pudence or modesty be the most desirablé. The
advocates for the former are generally 'such as,
having been early thrown into the -busy vortex of

life,” have been successful in buffeting the eddies -

and "currents’ they .had- to -encounter; such as,

either from constitutional firmuess of nerve, or '

perhaps from the confidence acquired by a liberal

and polite education, have won their way to fame . '

. and consideration. "But there is likewise another
set:of men who are claimed by impudence as her

dailing children; the brass of whose impenetrable

fronts. has' been moulded, in the crucibles of ig-

norance, hypocrisy, and vice. Impudence, strict- -

1y speaking, is confined to them; in'the others it js

‘modified into assurance.” The former is displayed

in prosperity by overbearing pride, by oppression
of those'.who fall undeér their power, by dishon.
ourable actions, .and unblusbing’ profligacy: ' The

"latter ‘is" seen by, that readiness of ‘speech, and -
- easy freedom of action; by that- promptaess and -
“decision of conduct- and ‘address, ‘which- distin=

'

e~
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‘fuishes the well educated and experienced man,
from the awkward recluse, or the ungainly clown.
In like manper as impudence has’its grada-
tions, from the blustering bully to the man of
confident assurance ; so has modesty its different
.degreés.~Diffidence is more often coustitutional
than otherwise, but sheepishness is mvanably de-
rived from deficiency of education.
* Both impudence and assurance have numerous
advocates amongst men of the world, and parti-
larly those who have been successful in the attain-
“ment “of riches; but modesty is supported by =
silent sober train, who have neither resolution in
ﬂzemselves, nor; sufficient influence with others,
for pleadmO‘ her cause effectually. Shall 1, says
‘the man of pleasure, carry along with me an in~
gredlent ‘that will émbitter my c-ups, and rerider _
‘them hauseous or unpalatable? * Will he, whose *
“mind is bent upon views of ambition, upon rising
o fame and honour, will he envelop. himself in
‘the folds.of & veil that will trip iip his féet ut ey e-
Ty turn? “Will the’ devotee of wealth, ‘the count-
_ ;mghouse-dx udcre, or the man,’ who, hke a coun-
: terfelt dolla.r, is nailed to the counter, be restram-
ed in"his inor dinate desire of accumulation by the .
fearﬂof not being able to circumvent the uriwa-
Iy’ with adequate ‘dexterity, " which is’ probably
‘the only’ species of diffidence to which souls sold
"v_arive ¢an'be subgected ?"These will not lis-
‘ten'to. the voice of ‘the. charmer. - And yetit is
© $rie that,’ though' modesty will restrain us in the
] “puremt of pleaaure, will often hmder us’ from re-
_ceiving that loud applause which we may have
‘deserved, . will, perhaps, prevent us from reaping
' some advantages which “her rival “snatches from
destmy, it by 'no means. follows: that'it Wlll Kin- .
s der us: from nsmg i1 -;the world - If I may be al-
_"lowed the przvxlege whlch schoolmen take, of
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deﬁningh';words accdfding to the,_ideaéjthey them-

 gelves entertain of them, 1 should beled to say that

modesty in a man, is that secret check and re-
straint which hefeels when he is about committing.
an immoral act, when he is upon the point of enga-
ging in something in which he feels he will not
succeed, or when he is applaiided for what he is
conscious hé is not entirely deserving of. Itis the

+ secret universal censure which he passes on eve-

ry thought, as well as deéd that is not strictly con-
formable to his own ideas of propriety. Hence a
man, though ever so modest, may acquire a free-
dom of air and readiness of expréssion ; for ge-
nuine modesty is not like thé trappings of pride,,
but is'an ornament never to be put off. It'is the
friend and constant handmaid of virtue ; attends
us in the closet as well as in crowds ; pries into.

. our,secret thoughts, and spies oit all our ways.
" A man possessed’ of this will blush in secret at

the recollection of any little. indecorum, 'ew'ren_-
years after the commission of'it ; for he will not
more, por even so ‘much,’ regard.the opinion

which others may entertain of an action, than his

_own private censures; - But as trie modesty will
- always put.us on, examining our behaviour, so it

ought to .give us a'confirmed and resolute air,
when we do not feel ourselves amenable to our

. own conscience ;. for he that is conscious of no.

ill ought ever to be bold and coiirageous. Hence -

- 1 say, a'decent assurance isfar ‘from béing in-

compatible ‘with modesty,  and in this sénse, the

-~ confines of impudence and of modesty ought to,

s age W

unfrequently combined with thi tthe, which will

" and often do, meet,;. and.melt down inte'a diffi-

dent confidence, as the writers of the Elizabéthan
Id have expressed it, in their-antithetical

phraseology, " - L e
" “modesty, nog

. 'Thefe is,” however, also a' fals

e
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make us appear diffident, and act with restraing,
even in things'we are certain-we are right in, or
have it in our power to accomplish. Though this
may, in some respects and’in some cases, be said
to be constitutional; it mostly arises from a ridi- .
culous, -or defective education, - -It is not incom-
‘patible with learning and genius, and in fact is
too frequently found in conjunction with those
_qualifications, because recluseness and eccentri-
city are their early characteristics. Jt' then be-
comes worse than diffidence, and is often ailied
to, or mistaken for the sheepishness of ignorance’.‘
‘When I see a man of’this description browbeaten
and derided by a pert insufficient coxcomb, whose,
only merit is to_have had a brilliant but superfi-
cial education, I can not help lamenting the wang
of spirit of the one, and even admiring. the impii-
dence of'the other: and perhaps the open trinmphs
which a set of men, ignorant and debauched, gain’
_over others. who are ten- times more learned and
virtuous, - merely; by their- matchless assurance
‘may give occasion to the frequent disputes ‘whe- .
ther:impudence or. modesty be' the most.to be
preferred. . . .v 0 oo T T
.. Leaving the decision of this question.to the
Jjudgment of my readers, ‘I will'only ddd in illus-
tration .of this subject,. the" d,el_ipqatidn‘of 'two 0pa

posite_ characters.” =: “ ... 0 - R
...Charicles, although he is much indebted to na-
ture for a good understanding, hasreceived from
art that. polish and finishing . without which: the
. finest gem appears rough, and’ the. truest: painting
" at-best <not “disagreeable. "By mixing much in
fashionable .society his air and manners are easy
and elegant, and by keeping good company, and :

- by. travelling much, - his knowledge. of the ‘world

_.is above his years: " Yet he has acquired the first.
without. any ‘mixture of pride, and -neither exx
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pects precedency. in company, mor - declines ‘a
. place.of honour when offéred ; his knowledge of
-the world has been attained without endangering
his virtue,.and he is too well grounded ii his
principles‘to-be seduced .by example, and too
modest to partake in licentiousness. See_ him sur.
rounded by a circle of the wild and gay, and he
.is'ever unconcerned and free; he will not indeed
roar out indecent jokes to oblige the company ;
-ar good-naturedly drink’ evéry health at the ex-
pense of his constitution. Yet; though he is an
-+ enemy to vige, he is a friend to mirth ; and will
Join in every laugh that is consistent with" pro- -
riety : . when. that is-impossible he'is silent, -and,
neither obtrudes: rémonstrance, nor disgusts by
cynic reproof.: How different from ‘this is ‘the -
- - character of Timanthes: When he addresses you,
it is in a ‘manuer sa uncouth and forbidding that
~ you arein pain, and pity his rusticity. : He will
sit-for hours without speaking and entertain hirme..
selfand the company with biting his nails, or draw-
ing figures with the wine spilt upon the table:  If
he is obliged to give an answer to an indifferent
question, he does it with such diffidence and 'stu-
pid hesitation, as would induce you to take him'al.
most for-an ideot.-* “With: all' these blemishes Ti-
- manthes is.accounted a modest, sensible, good-
natured fellow; and why ? "He never contradiets, -
‘but assents to.whatever is said, though at the ex-
pense of truth,  and perhaps his better ‘judg-
‘ment. “Ask: any’, of his friends why Timanthes .
was drunk’ last:night ? and: he ‘will ‘tell ‘you the -
man.was so.modest he could not refuse his glass,
‘Why he was seen ‘going into a brothel #* why real-
ly:he was so pressed and rallied that he was. asha-
:med not to go..  ‘Why ‘he is. pale -and:sick from -
~the effects of smokingitobaccg, which his:consti- -
".thtion never could'bear? truly:he ’is':etOO'-'_gO()/(l_a »
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. natured not to do as others do.. In short the mo-
desty of Charicles-has virtue and self-conﬁdence
for its bas1s, and-that. of Timanthes is spurxous,
and springs -from" sheeplshness, and mﬁ1 mity of
purpose. The modesty of the one improves by
daily converse and an increased knowledge’ of
men and manners; that of'the other is. dally rub-
bing off; and’ will leave at length exposed and
visible those flaws in his disposition ‘which will
. in the end deprive him of his present reputation
and render him desplcable in the eyes .of his com-
panions.

I have in thls essay treated only of modestv as
apphed to .the male sex. On female modesty,
that transparent enfolding garment, through the
magic medium of which, all the mental qualities
and corporeal beauties of woman, appear with
tenfold lustre ; that most seductive of all female
charms, that most amiable of all’ ferdalé virtues!
X shall take a future opportunity of enlarging. In
the interim as the ladies might otherwise think I
have quite omitted to consult their taste in this
diumbes, their congemal tender, and sensitive
mmds Wlll sympa.thxse in-the. followmg

BALLAD. :

. A
: 'T\vaa ofa chtr w!.mxe rocky bmw
R Batlied the briny wave, - . e
" ‘Whose cultured.heights their rerdant storo
) To. . many tenants gava H

o A mother, ‘féd by runtic cares, i
IR ‘Had wander’d with hker child, e L
e 'Unwean‘d the. babk, and on. the’ grass R .,
: . He frollck’d And he smlled. T N

. Wu‘,h what dehght the. mother glow’d_
i :i"7 Ta'mark the infant’s joy, = 7 . : .
R .-Ilow oft would panse amidst Lier toxl, Yu e et
5 ue: ;. Tocontemplate herboy.. ., .. .., .

e ':'let soom, by other cares estmnged T il
; . Her 'thoughts the child forseok ; . - B
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Eareless he wanton'd on the ground,
Nor caught the mather’s look.’ 5

: Cropt was each ﬂower that caught -Uis eye,
Tiil scrambling o’er the green,

. }Ie gnm’d the clifl's unsheltier’d edge, -
And pleaned, burvey’d the scene,

"was now {he mother from her toil-

- ‘Turn'd to behold her child

. '.l‘he urchin gone—her. cheeks were ﬂuoh’d,,
’ . Her “a.udermg eye was wild, o

© She saw hxm on the chﬁ"s rude brmk,
Now, careless, peeping o’er’ s

‘e turn’d, and to his mother smiled, = - . /.-

‘Then gambol’d as before.

Sunk was her voice-—twas vain to try—
"P'was vain the brink to brave— -

.. Oh!- Nature ! it was thite alone. .
‘Io prompt the meaos to save. - o

She tore the. *kerchief from her brens!, R
. 'And laid hor bosom bare;. . Lol
" 1Ie saw-delighted, left the brnfk
And uept to banquet thele.

The action - of this httle poem Was suggest..
ed- by a fragment- of . Leonidas- ‘Alex. 2801 X1
196,- which in-Bland’s Greek- Anthology is' thus'
Ver51ﬁed in Enchsh. T

P Her mfn.nt, p]aymg on ihe ‘verge of- iate, e
g th;n but an instani’s space’had been toolate,
And pointed erags had clu.lm’d Lis forfeit breath,
" "I'he mother gaw; she laid hey bosoni bare; - : o
- Her child sprang forward the known bliss.to shares. . ..
And lhat. whxch nounah’d llfc, now uuvcd fwm deaﬂx.”

I have been pleased to ﬁnd that itiis “in*Con-
templation to erect'a Theatre in- Montreal by sub-.
scription, -and’ waimly fecommegding ‘the: idea,.
hope that no time will be lost, ‘and that before a
‘twelve month passes, thé ritional and instractive
-amusements of the stage: wxll be-presénted in’a
more stately and- permanent ‘fofm’ to*the. inhabite
ants of Montreal than has hitherto: been the case.
_On this subJect Lnotice the Llrcus, which is just

i
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again opened, which though considerably inferiox,

. in intellectual entertainment, is neverthelessa
species of recreation deserving of encouragement.
Space will not for the present permit me to ern
large, which I mean to do when I'can find opi
portunity, upon the ridiculous presentment made
by the Grand Jury of the Quarter Sessions at
Quebec on 'the 16th day of last month, against -
the performance of the Circus there; which I the

- more regret as in géneral, Grand Juries are -thie
organs of the soundest and best feelings of the
country. . . . " : v -

Rational amusement ‘blended with instruction -
is a desideratum in €very society, and especially
here where the openings for intellectual gratifica-
tion are so scarce;. Few modes are more popular

- “lar than public léctures. Amongst those that
_stand foremost in this place.in utility and attrac-
‘tion, are . Dr. SLEign’s on’the animal economy.
He:is, I believe, about commencing upon, crani- -

ology,+a branch, which though bordering per-
_haps on ‘the 'regions’of fancy,. gives large-oppor-"
tunities for scientific.research and amnsing illus-
tration. I recommengd his lectures to ‘my readers
- ofboth-sexess . .o oL T

P .
T -
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L JLI-IJST‘ Pusuiszep.——~By H C.- Thomson, . ¥ork :
Upper Canada; - "TaE- PROMPTER, a.series of Es-
" says on civil and SOqia{ 'du'tz'e_s i price1s. 9d. or 15s.

’
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. .:.dtQuebec, No. 4 of the: ENQUIRER, for 15t Au-
. gust1821, a monthly. periodical work, consisting of

- Essays, interided for instruction and entertainment,
© by Ce.D: E: Wi H Shadgelsy. Prinfer, price 12s.
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