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PREFACE

Tue early history of Upper Canada has been usually sought for
in constitutional documents and State papers. The social life of
the period is recorded principally in the few private letters which
have survived a century. To this scanty fund of information it is
to be hoped that the diary of Mrs. John Graves Simcoe, the wife of
the first Governor, will make an interesting addition.

This record is the simple recital of her daily life in the pioneer
days when Niagara was the centre of military, civil and =ocial life
in the new province, and York, the future capital, could scarcely
count a score of habitable dwellings outside the primitive barracks
that the Governor had erected within the few acres of ground where
still stands the Fort—the Old Fort—as it iz familiarly called in
these modern days. Yes, when Navy Hall, on the banks of the
Niagara River, was the first Government house of the province and
an attractive home, full of welcome for visitors, official and unofficial.

The original manuseript of the diary, of which this volume
embodies the only copy, has been carefully transcribed by the kind
permission of Mrs. Simcoe, of Wolford, the Simcoe estate, near the
old town of Honiton in Devon, so well known to womankind for its
manufacture of exquisite lace. Mrs. Simcoe is the present lady of
the manor, and widow of the late Claptain John Kennaway Simcoe,
R.N., Justice of the Peace for the County of Devon. He was the
only son of the late Rev. Henry Addington Simcoe (1800-1868)
of Penheale in Cornwall, who was the third son of General Simcoe.
Captain Simcoe died at Wolford in March, 1891.

As a general rule entries were made in this record day by day
and the writings mailed every week to Mrs. Hunt, a lady who had
undertaken the charge of Mrs. Simcoe’s four daughters, FEliza,
Charlotte, Henrietta, and Caroline, all under seven years of age, who
remained at Wolford. Sophia, born in 1789, and Francis Gwillim,
born in 1791, accompanied the Governor and his wife to (Canada.

The diary was commenced on the 17th September, 1791, nine
days prior to Mrs, Simcoe's departure from Weymouth for Quebec,
on the “Triton,” man-of-war. The last entries are on the 16th
October, 1796, when Governor Simeoe and his wife again arrived in
London.

My annotations, instead of being arranged and placed in the

conventional form as footnotes, are incorporated with the text of

the diary following the entries to which they belong. The notes
are <o voluminous that. if given at the foot of each page, Hmy would
be pages in advance of the text. The reader will, therefore, have
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PREFACE

the advantage of reading first the text and then the note which
accompanies it.  The few brief note: that appear in parenthesis
throughout the actual text are principaily from memoranda made
by Mrs. Simcoe in connection with the small maps that form part
of the 1|l;ll'_\'.

T'he illustrations, except where otherwise stated, are reproductions
of water-colors, pen sketches and pencil drawings made by Mrs.
Simcoe on her outward-hound voyage, and during her residence in
Canada and after her return in 1796 to her old home in Devon.

The originals of these drawings are nearly all at Wolford. But
thirty-two, in sepia, are in a portfolio in the Royal Library in the

British Museum This library was given by George 1I. to the
Museum, and with the gift the Roval privilege of receiving eratui-
tously a copy of every book copyrighted in the British dominions
passed to the Museum. After his return to England, Governor Simcoe

presented these drawings to His Majesty King George TIT.  Somq
of them are copies of sketches made by Lieutenant Robert Pilkineton
(afterwards Major-General), one of the staff, while on various excur
sions with the Governor. The inscription on the title page of the
portfolio which contains these pictures reads: “Thirty-two views in
lvp‘rw!'( anada by Mrs. Simcoe, presente d to His Majesty i.{\.‘ Governor
Simcoe, with a sketch of Upper Canada, drawn on bark.” These have
been carefully reproduced. Other water-colors of the collection which

lave so faded that t

v could not be satisfactorily reproduced have
been redrawn, while the original pen-and-ink sketeches and pencil
drawings are in facsimile.

Notwithstanding its excellence, the value of the art work of Mrs
Simcoe lies not s0o much in its merit as an exemplification of good
color and pencil work, but in the fact that it gives to present readers
of Canadian history faithful pictures of places and scenes in Upper
and Lower Canada from 1791-6, which we would have lost absolutely
had it not been for the gifted hand of the wife of the first Governor.

Were it not for her work, we would not have views of Toronto
Harbor at the end of the eighteenth century We would not be able
to contrast the quiet of the harbor and its surroundings in 1793,
when it was the home of the aborigine and the haunt of the wild
fowl, with the commercial activities of to-dav. We would not have
a picture of the Mohawk Village on the Grand River near Brantford,
which, with the exception of the Mohawk Church, has passed away;
nor of the early days of the Niagara and Kingston settlements that
were then and are now important places in the history of the Province
of |']|]wl' (':lllm|;l.

Her sketches of places on the route from Quebee to York, in and
about Niagara, and her copies of Lieutenant Pilkington’s sketches in
the Georgian Bay district, must also add much to the interest of the
reader. One of Mrs. Simcoe’s hest efforts is a large water-color of
the Falls of Niagara, made during her many vigits to this favored
gpot. It adorns the walls of Wolford.
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PREFACE

To the diary I have appended the journal of John Bailey, who
for over thirty-seven years was in the service of the Simcoe family
at Wolford. He entered the Simcoe household in the autumn of
1802, when a lad twelve years of age, and after the death of General
Simcoe in 1806 he continued in the service of Mrs, Simcoe for about
two years. He then went to sea for a short time, but once more
wore the Simcoe livery from 1818 to 1850, when his mistress died.

In her travels in different parts of England and Wales never

once did she neglect to have Bailey look after all arrangements for

her comfort, and act when desired as her coachman. His opinions.
his reverence for Mrs. Simcoe, his devotion to the | lv. mark him
as a man of more than ordinary intelligence. It is most refreshing
to read his narrative.

The writing of the biography of Mrs. Simcoe entailed much
research. Every facility was courteously afforded me by Mrs. John
Kennaway Simcoe [ can never sufficiently thank her for her

unwearying efforts to help me in my quest concerning not only the
life of Mrs. Simcoe, but also that of General Simcoe, whose biography
will appear in another volume.

Nothing has ever been published concerning the esteemed and
talented wife of the first Governor of Upper Canada. In presenting
this record of her life my hope is that it not only may be read with
pleasure, but also find a place on the bookshelf of all who take in-
terest in the pioneer days of the province that started its pace in

the making of historv one hundred and twentv vears ago.

Kfeozaharerone

Toronto, August, 1911
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DIARY OF MRS. SIMCOE

CHAPTER 1

WRS. SIMCOE—IER ANCESTORS.

The personal character of Mrs. John Graves Simcoe, the wifi
of the first Governor of 1 pper Canada, mav be written in a few
brief sentence The records that have been handed down to us
from her own pen and from the pen of others who wa contem
porary with her, all testify to her worth as woman, wife and mother
Mis. Simcoe had not all the advantages that in natural course com
to a daughter in girlhood days. She never saw her father, and in

“Orp Courr,” NEAr Ross, HEREFORDSHIRE,

(From a Drawing in the J. Ross Robertson collection. )

the first twenty-four hours of her life she lost her mother. Bereft
of those she would have loved, it fell to other than the gentle hands
of father and mother to care for her as she grew to girlhood.
Elizabeth Posthuma Gwillim was born in 1766 at Whitchurch,
in Herefordshire, at the mansion known as “Old Court” near the
\ town of Ross, the home of her mother, Elizabeth Spinckes, widow of

Lieutenant-C'olonel Thomas Gwillim. Her father died seven months
1 1
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elfore she was horn, while her mother died a few hours after giving
birth to this daughter—her only child. She was named Elizabeth

alter her mother and Posthuma to commemorate the circumstances
of her hirth.  Her father was an officer in the army, attaining the
rank of colonel a few vears before his death. He served in Canada

and was one of the three Majors '»I Brigade of General Wolfe at
Quebec in 1759, and died in 1766 while ]|1\ regiment was stationed
at Gibraltar. The marble bust of General Wolfe, now in the saloon

at Wolford, was presented to Colonel Gwillim by the General, and a
plaster bust of Colonel Gwillim from which the
picture 1= taken is in the drawing-room of the
old manszion. On the death of her mother and
father the infant Elizabeth inherited * Old
Court™ and all that it contained. Mrs. Simeoe’
mother was a daunghter and co-heir of Elmes

Spinckes, Esq., of Aldwinkle in North Nortl
amptonszhire, who died there in 1762. She suc-
ceeded to the fortune left by her mother and
grandmother, both of whom were heiresses in
their own right

“The old Church of WI itehurch on the Wve”
was erected some hundreds of vears ago, and was

CoLONEL GWILLIM, the church which the Gwillim family attended

from the time of itz erection. The registers show
baptisms in connection with the family as early as 1754 and burials
from 1766. The family tomb of the Gwillims iz in the churchvard.
In after vears Mrs. Simcoe often visited Whitchurch and made
sketches of spots 20 well known to her mother. Amongst them was
the old ehureh.

The Gwillims came of noble lineage. Among the Archives at
Wolford is an elaborate pedigree of the family, which is a very ancient
one, the genealogy being traceable in a straight line from the early
kings of North and South Wales. To this family belonged the
celebrated Herald Gwillim, Rouge (‘roix Pursuivant-at-arms, 1618,

Several pedigrees of the family have been drawn from time to
time at the different visitations or investigations by a high heraldie
officer whose duty is to examine into the pedigrees and inter-marriages
of a family or the families of a district, with the view of ascertaining
whether the arms borne by any person or persons living in that
district arve incorrect or unwarrantably assumed. Of the later ones
entered at the College of Arms, one was drawn in 1569, another
in 1683, and another was drawn for the subject of this hiography by
Francig Townsend, Windzor Herald, in 1806. It iz a most elaborate
document, being eighteen feet in length and forty-eight inches wide,
and contains about four hundred quarterings of arms in colors, the
work of a skilled artist, and forty-four feet of illuminated horder.
The penwork in which the names are written gives the document rank
as an example of the best in heraldic art, and is gaid to have cost £300.
9




THE FAMILY OF GWILLIM

The Gwillims on the paternal side were originally from Brecon-
chire, having been Lords of Brecon before the (‘HIHIKH\I. At a

somewhat later date their ancestral home was at Bravne Court.

Here fldl[x’lll‘ﬁ where they were domiciled be fore the fifteenth cen
tury and again ear no the sixteent century at Fawlev Court
Langstone Court and Whitehur Court, and late it the Hunt

House, Clodock, all in the county of Hereford They married into
many notable families and possessed at different periods vast landed

estates, principally in the wmnties of Brecon, Hereford and Mon

Tue Orp Covrex or WHITCHURCH, 1792,
(From a Drawing by Mrs. Simeoe in the J, Ross Robertson eollection, )

During the troublons times of the Conquest, and for some
centuries after, the Gwillims were actively engaged in warfare, some- |
times holding their commissions from the Welsh princes and some-
times from the Inglish kings. At the Wigga, Rowleston, Hereford-
shire, there are papers relating to farms that had been given to
Gwillims more than eight hundred years ago for their services in
the army.

The history of the family entwines with the well-known and
historical Herbert family, of which the Gwillims are a branch, both
paternally and maternally. ~ William, eldest =on of Howel-ap-
Thomas, Lord of Perthhir, was the first of the family to adopt a

3




MRS. SIMCOE

DIARY OF

surname, in conformity with the Inglish law, and the first pat-
ronymic of Ap-Howel became corrupted with Powell.  Gwillim
Dhu (William Herbert), Earl of Pembroke (beheaded at Banbury in
1469), was commanded by the King, IXdward IV, to take the surname
of “Herbert” in memory of his illustrious ancestor Henry Fitz
Herbert, Chamberlain to King Henry I. The Gwillims seem to have
adopted “Gwillim” as a surname about the same tim», one Robert
Gwillim, son of Gwillim ap Thomas and Margaret, daughter and heir
of Sir James Abrahall, Knt. of Ingestone, County Hereford, being
aceording to Francis Townsend, Windsor Herald in 1806, the first to
1lwavs been “the Welsh
custom to change t surname at every descent.” Hence the

Welsh were alwavs most careful to preserve

authentic evidence of their family records.
/ The writings on this interesting document
Q‘g ave been summarized from its beginning. It
i ] t 1 of Gwillim first

will be noted that e name
appears about the time of Edward IV. This
| f | line back to Wil-

do so. Prior to the edict of Edward IV. it hac

summary shows n
liam 1., of England, commonly ecalled the
Conqueror, and also to the ancient kings of
North and Sout Wales

The arms granted to the Gwillim family are

collared Or.
Crest—A dexter arm embowed in armour proper

lion rampant Ermines

rrasping a broken sword argent.
The introductory paragraph or preamble as
written by the Windsor Herald reads:

GWILLIM.

“The Genealogy of th ancient I‘JIIIII|A\ of
Gwillim deduced to Mrs, Elizabcth P. Simcoe,
wife of Lieuf.-General John Graves Simcoe. 'I'racing her descent
paternally from the ancient British Lords of Brecon—from Henry
Fitz Herbert, who was Chamberlain to King Henry the First and
from King William the Conqueror: and paternally and maternally
through Sir Giles de Brewes—or De Braisosa, Lord of Buckingham
in the time of King Edward the First, from William de Braisosa,
one of the Conqueror’s companions—whose posterity were Lords of
Brembre, Brecon, and Gower and from the ancient Earls of Clare,
Gloucester, Pembroke, Hereford and Derby and other of the most
noble and illustrious families of England and Wales, compiled from
public records and other authentic evidences by me, Francis Town-
gend, Windsor Herald, MDCCCVL.”

Then follows the line of descent:

Gundreda, danghter of William the Conqueror, married William,
Earl of Warren and Surrey. She died in 1085 and was followed
1
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in 1088 by her hushand, who, the records show, was buried in Lewis
Priory.

The line is continued through Maynarch, Lord of Brecon, through
whom also is traced the descent from the Welsh kings, he being the
fourteenth in descent from Kariadoe Vrachfras and the daughter and
heir of Pelinor, King of North Wales

Maynarch married Ellen, daunghter of Eynon ap Selif, Lord of
Cwmmwd, and their second son was Blethyn ap Maynarch, Lord of

Brecon, who marrvied Elinor, daughier of Twdwr Mawr, King of
South Wales, 1077 to 1091, and sister of Prince Rhys
In 1090 A.D., Blethyn was slain by Bernard Newmarch, who
became Lord of Brecor Blethyn’s second son, Gwrgan ap Blethyn,
appears in the records l.ord of Llangorse »
Gwrgan ap Blethyn married Gwenllian, daughter and sole heir

of Philip Gwys, Lord of Wilton. Their second son, Traharne ap
Gwrgan, was the next Lord of Llancorse and married Joan,
daughter of Sir Aaron ap Bledry, Kn't

Howel ap Traharne succeeded his father and married Gwenllian,
daughter and heir of Griffith ap Evnon of Senichenith in County
Glamorgan. During his lifetime he waged prolonged but unsue-
cessful wars against the Lord of Brecon in an attempt to win back
the ancient seat of his family

At his death, Howell was succeeded by his son, Rees ap Howell,
also known as Ienry I1I., of Aberllfni, who married Katherine,
daughter of Griflith Gwyre.

The line then comes through a cadet branch of the family,
descended from Iynon Says ap Rees ap Howell, third son of Rees
ap Howell, who succeeded to the family estate of |A.\'»\'¢‘H. County of
place was at Crveh-Einon.  The family

R

3 cocks gules

Brecon. The family buryving

arms are given as “Argent,

Flynon Says ap Rees ap Howell married Joan, daughter and
heir of Towell ap Meredith ap Cradock ap Justin, her mother being
Ann, daughter of Gwillim of Llewellyn-Lagar ap Ivor ap Einon.
Their gon was named Iowell ap Eynon.

Howell ap Ilynon married Llelles Lettice, daughter and sole heir
of Cadwallader ap Gruff ap Sitsile, Lord of Gwent, and had for
heir Howell Vychan ap Howell, who took for his arms “a fess
between two arming swords.”

[Towell Vychan married Ellen, daughter and heir of Llewellyn
ap Howell-hen.

Their third son, Llewellyn ap ITowell Vychan, married Malltion,
daughter and co-heir of Jevan ap Rees ap Jevan. The family arms
were “A lion rampant, sable armed, or.”

Thomas ap Lln ap Howell, eighth son of Llewellyn and Malltion,
succeeded to the family arms, which are given during his generation
as “Argent, a lion rampant, sable armed, or.” He married Mar-
garet, daughter and co-heir of Philip ap Adam of Llanvair, Gelgedyn.
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The name Gwillim, which afterwards became the family name,
first appears as the given name of the son of Thomas ap Lin and
Margaret—Gwillim ap Thomas, who is the next in line and who
married Margaret, daughter and heir of Sir John Abrahall, Knight

of Ingestone, Co. Hereford. '
Robert, son of Gwillim ap Thomas and Margaret, took his father’s |
name as a surname and was known as Robert Gwillim of Treken 1

Tue Gwiroim Toms AT WHITCHURCH.

(From a Drawing in the J, Ross Robertson collection.) )

keved. All the information given as to his wife is that she was the
“Daughter of Egerton.”

Thomas Gwillim succeeded his father Robert and is known in
the records as Thomas Gwillim of Llangonoke. His wife was the
“Daughter of Milbourne,” and their sons were: (1) John Gwillim
of I'rerise, who died unmarried in 1600, and (2) William Gwillim,

of Trekenkeved.
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Wilham Gwillim married Margery, danghter of Thomas Vaughan
of Trevervyn, and the line to Mrs. Simcoe is continued through his
third son, Thomas Gwillim, of Whitchurch.

Thomas Gwillim married Barbara, daugh

Walter Powell of Whitchure 1, who was descended 1inoa direct line
£y

om Robert Corbet, to whom King Henry 1 the town of
\lcester (“In Com. Warn.™). Corbet’s daug r, Luev, married
Henry Fitz Herbert, the famous Chamberlain of King Henry I.. and

it was from this marriage that the family sprang of which Barbara
Powell was a descendant

Thomas Gwillim was succeeded in 163+ by his =on Rudha
Gwillim, of Whitchurch, who married Jane., dauehte of Edmund
IFox, of Leighton Court (“aforesaid™). They had two sons: (1)

Thomas, who died unmarried, and (2) Richard Gwillim.
Richard Gwillim of Whitchurch, who succeeded to the estate
in 1683 at the age of 54, married Margaret, daughter of Charles

Price, of Llanfoist in the County of Monmouth.

Then their gon, Thomas Gwillim of Whitchurch Court, married
N li']rl‘\. xi‘m:imx of Selwyn of Matson, County of (iloucester,

Thomas and Sophia had two song, Selwyn who died unmarried,
and Thomas Gwillim who sueceeded his father and married 15lizabeth,
danghter and co-heir of Elmes Stuart of Cotterstock, High Sheriff
of the County of \Hl‘l]l:llxl]rlull,

The children of Thomas Gwillim and Elizabeth Stuart were
Jasper and Elmes, who died without issue, Henrietta Maria and
Sophia, two daughters who died unmarried and were buried at
Whitehureh, and Thomas Gwillim who succeeded to the estate.

This Thomas Gwillim of Whitchureh Court was a lientenant-
colonel in the Armyv and died in 1766 and was buried in Gibraltar.
His wife was Elizabeth, danghter and co-heir of Elmes Spinckes, who
died at Aldwinkle, Sept. 22nd, 1762, and is buried there.

Thomas and Elizabeth were cousins on the maternal side. Mra.
Gwillim died in 1766. The only child of this marriage wag
Flizabeth Posthuma, so called hecause she was born subsequent to
the death of her father. She married John Graves Simcoe of Wol-
ford on December 30th, 1782, and died at Wolford, January 17th,
1850. .

The Simcoes were related to the Creed family of Northampton-
shire, through i{he Gwillims. The connection is shown as follows :—

Sir Ildward Montague, Knt., created Earl of Sandwich, July
12th, 1661, and from present Earl, 1806.

Nicholas Stuart of Pattishull, aforesaid, J. P. for County, living
1682, aged 57, married Susanna, daughter of Anthony Elmes and at
length co-heir, living 1681.

Sir Thomas Elmes, Knt. (bro. of Susanna) of Lilford, High
Sheriff of said County, 1670, died without issue.

n
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Sir Sydney Montague, Knt. Master of the Requests (living 1618)
married Paulina, daughter of John Pepys of Cottenham, Co. of
Cambridge.

Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Sydnev Montague, Knt., married Sir
Gilbert Pickering of Tichmarsh, County of Northampton, Bart. of
Nova Scotia.

John Creed of Oundle, County Northampton, Gent., married Eliza-
beth, daughter of Sir Gilbert Pickering, Bart. of Nova Scotia.

Elizabeth, daughter of Jolhm Creed, Esquire, born 1672, married
died 1742, buried at Whitchurch—married Elmes Stuart of
Cotterstock, County Northampton, High Sheriff of said County, Ano.
12, Wm. 111, aged 26 vears, 1682, living 1710,

Anne, daughter and co-heir, died unmarried and was buried at
\\!liillllll‘r\l,

Jemima, daughter and co-heir of Elmes Stuart of Cotterstock,
aforesaid, Isq., died at Aldwinkle, 26th May, 1763 : married Elmes
g, Fsq.. Lord of the Manor of Warrington, County Northamp-
{on, died at Kidwarke. The issue of the marriage was a daughter who

1692,

SpInck

married Thomas Gwillim, the father of Mrs. John Graves Simcoe.

This closes the summary.

Thomas Gwillim, as before stated, died at Gibraltar in 1766, seven
months before the birth of his daughter, and his
widow died a few hours after the birth

The c¢hild thus born was named Elizabeth
Posthuma She married Lieutenant-Colonel John
Graves Simcoe, who was born in 1752 at Cotter-
stock in Northamptonshire, the ceremony being
performed in SS8. Mary and Giles, the C‘hurch
of Buckerall ;r;0|i~1| in Devon in 1782. (olonel
Simcoe, afterwards a general and the first Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Upper Canada, died in 1806
in Ixeter. Mrs, Simecoe, his widow, died in
1850. Both hushand and wife are buried in the

Coroxen Gwirniy,  €ast end of the private chapel erected by the

General on the estate of Wolford. General Simcoe
was the only surviving son of Captain John Simcoe, R.N., of Cotter-
stock, who married Catherine Stamford on 8th August, 1747. The
marriage took place in Bath Abbey. At the time Captain Simcoe
was in command of the “Prince Edward.” Afterwards he was pro-
moted to H.M.S. “Pembroke” and died of pneumonia while his ship
was off the island of Anticosti in the St. Lawrence River, on 15th
May, 1759, four months before the capitulation of Quebec.

The following is an extract from the Registers of the Abbey
Church of SS. Peter and Paul, Bath, regarding the marriage of Cap-
tain Simcoe:

“1747, August 8th,—John Simcoe, Esqr., commander of His
Majesties ship Prince Edward and Catherine Stamford, spinster, of
Walcott, were married by License.”
[




EARLY HOME OF ELIZABETH GWILLIM

Part of the city of Bath is now in the parish of Walcott, and
although search has been made in the registers ol the parish chure

which date from 1691, no trace can be found of the name of Stamford

After the death of Mrs. Gwillim, the daughter was most tenderly

cared for by her aunt, Mrs. Graves, a sister of her mother and wife

of Samuel Graves of Hembury Fort, three miles from Wolford in
Devon, who was Admiral of the White in 1717. There is a monu-
ment in Buckerall parish church to the memory of Admiral Graves

To the west of Honiton one leoks over a space of comparatively
flat country, to the northwest overshadowed by St. Cyres Hill, and
further north is the bold height of Dumpdon. On the top of this
hill are the remains « | ;

f an oval camp, and a few miles away the

better known camp called Hembury Fort The Fort stands v
hiech and looks south to the sea beyvond the vale of the river Otter,

IR
“ J
Tue ResipExce Kxows as Hempury Forr.
(From a Drawing in the J, Ross Robertson collection, )
and west to Haldon and the fringes of Dartmoor over Exeter. Three

ramparts surround the fort, which covers a large space of ground.
It is oval in shape, divided into two parts by an earthwork and
enclosed by a triple “vallum” or line of palisades. Several Roman
coins and an iron “lar” in the form of a small female figure three
inches high, representing a goddess who presided over the fortunes
of the home, have been found there. Past Honiton ran the great
Roman road of the Fosseway to Totnes, and according to some authori-
ties, on into Cornwall. It is thought that the Romans, in making
these famous roads, usually followed the line of the oldest British ways.

Of Elizabeth Gwillim’s very early vouth little is known. Her aunt
was most affectionate in disposition, a tender, kind and lovable woman,
who in a thoroughly Christian spirit accepted the responsibilities

9




DIARY OF MRN. SIMCOE

of watching over her sister’s child. This much may be gathered
from the Graves' correspondence,

The years were not slow in passing with Miss Gwillim. As a
hild she evinced a natural ability that surprized her governesses.
She gathered knowledge as cagerly as she gathered the wild flowers
by the roadside, of which she was so passionately fond.

Mis. Simcor 1xv WeLsH DRrEss.

(From a Miniature at Wolford. )

She loved to I';IIII}'IU I".lulu]l the \\|nu|x where she could repro-
duce bits of landscapes that are still o charming all around Hem-
hlll‘)' Fort. Her delight as a girl was to be skilled in }ll‘n('il, pen,
and water-color work: and be it said that some of her water-colors
that hang to-day on the walls at Wolford bear excellent evidence of
10
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her artistic skill. It was readily admitted by all who met her at Hem-

bury Fort that Mrs. Graves had in her niece Elizabeth an accom
plished relative.
As a linguist Miss Gwillim was an apt pupil.  She spoke German

and French fluently and ventured occasionally to converse in Spanish
when opportunity offered. To a letter from Miss Burgess, a friend
at Tracey, near Honiton, Devonshire, she replied with one in

mpanisn,

She was fond of gaiety and outdoor life. To whirl in the dance,
to cross country with the hounds,

seemed second nature to her,
whil¢ to tramp throuch the

woods and tlonge the rara roads
with her voung friends was one
of the ordinary enjovments of
hie f I'hou she had an ex-

cang or plaved on any instru-

ment

She was below the average
height, about five feet, not more,
and this is indicated hy a satin
skirt, thirty-seven inches 1in
length, which she wore in her
married life when she waz twenty-
five vears of age. just before
leaving for Upper Canada. The
wWalst 12 missing, but the =Kirt
has been prese rved at Wolford.  grocam SKIrT WORN BY MRS, SIMCOE,
I'he garment was known as Mrs.

2 . o (From the Oviginal at Walf
Simeoe’s  “presentation  dress,’

and was worn by her at tl

¢ opening of the first Legislature of Upper

Canada at Niagara on the 17th September, 1792

It was in the spring of 1782 that Colonel Simcoe first met Miss
Gwillim: and as the story of her life is so interwoven with that of
her husband, it is fitting that the reader should have some knowledge
of the family of Simcoe: for the first Governor of Upper Canada
was a man of marked ability, whose name is to-day a household word
in the great province, the government of which he inaugurated

under many difficulties,
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INCESTORS OF JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE.

[t was only in the summer of nineteen hundred and six that the

writer finally after vears of research determined that the Simcoe

family was of Cheshire origin. There are no records in the papers

at Wolford in Devon which give any trace of the Dbirthplace
or even the names of the ancestors of the

first Governor of [‘H,‘,r

(‘anada. Indeed, it was only after a continuous personal quest in-

volving a careful examination of a score of parish and other records
in villages, towns and cities of Northumberland, Yorkshire, Nor-
thamptonshire, Devonshire, Cheshire, and even north to the border-

land of Berwickshire, tl
documents that proved

1at the writer was able to place his hand on
beyond doubt that the ancestors of John
Graves Simcoe were born and bred in Bunbury, a village and large
parish in West Cheshire about three miles from Tarporley and a
mile and a half southeast of Beeston Castle This old stronghold
occupies a romantic and impregnable site on the summit of a huge
and lofty isolated rock. Tt was built in 1220 by the fourth Earl of
Chester and dismantled after surrender to the Parliamentary forces
in the year 1646. The parizh records date from the year 1559. Mrs.
Simcoe visited the old ruin on one occasion but no date is given in
the memoranda. It was probably about 1800-1.

The first trace of the name of Simcoe was found by the writer
in the “Cantabrigiensis Graduati™ of the University of Cambridge,
published in the year 1800. At page 381 of thiz work under the
letter “S” is the record “Simcoe, Gul.,, Christ, A. B., 1675” and
“Simcoe, John, Christ, A. B. 1716.” The late Dr. John Peile, the
master of Christ’s College, 1887-1910, informed me that “this Wil-
liam Simcoe of 1675 was the son of a William Simcoe, born at a
place not given, in Cheshire, was at school in Bunbury, and was
admitted a sizar under Mr. Lovett at Christ’s College, 5th April,
1672, aged 19.” The parish records show that he was born in the
parish of Bunbury. At Cambridge University and Trinity College,
Dublin, a sizar was an undergraduate of limited means, and was
allowed free commons and some other gratuities. Formerly menial
duties were imposed upon a sizar.

A memorandum on a half sheet of note paper in the papers at
Wolford states that Captain Jolm Simcoe, R.N., father of General
Simcoe, was born at Leamside farmhouse, some miles from the city
of Durham; but other than this memorandum, though a close exam-
ination has been made of the property registers of Durham Uni-
versity, at one time owners of the farm, there is no entry to be
12
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CAPTAIN JOHN SIMCOE, R.N.

found containing the name of Simcoe. It should he stated that the
University records in this regard are not extant before 1752,

There are some hundreds of entries of births, marriages, and
deaths of persons named Simcoe in the parish books of Bunbury

and the adjacent parish of Acton, the earliest dating back to 1759,
but there are so many entries with Christian names alike that it is
‘Jl]lu-\\]'?n to fix uvon the ancestor of William Simcoe who entered
Christ’s College, in 1675,  The opinion prevails at Bunbury that
“William Simecoe,” a churchwarden who died in 1661, was his

father

GATE oF BEEsToN CASTLE—CHESHIRE.

(From an old Drawing in the J, Ross Rolertso Heetion. )

The same difficulty arises in determining the parentage of Captain
John Simcoe, R.N., born in 1714 and father of John Graves Simcoe.
Hodgson in his history of the parish of Long Horsley in Northum-
berland states that Captain John Simcoe was a son of the Rev.
William Simcoe, vicar of that parish, who died in June, 1714, If
this statement be true the vicar died in the year his son was born.

There are no letters or documents in the papers at Wolford to
help in a verification of Hodgson’s statement. Suffice it to say
that Captain Simcoe was a distinguished naval officer. Of his early
life nothing is known. His after life shows that he was a man of
exemplary habits and character, highly educated, and had made a

13




DIARY OF MRS. SIMCOE

special study of seamanship and naval tactics. He was thoroughly
earnest in his work, eager in the obtaining of knowledge and with
a mind most retentive, made the best use of leisure hours in per-
fecting himself so as to eventually reach the top round of the ladder
in the profession he had chosen. He had an extensive knowledee of
the classics and in mathematics he excelled. He was a voracious
reader and his cabin was the home of a small library consistine not
only of works on military and naval tactics but of the best authors
in general literature. Through the influence of his father he entered
the Royal Navy as a midshipman in 1730. The name of the ship
is not on record. ‘

In 1737 he was promoted to a lieutenancy and in 1743 at twenty-
nine years of age he obtained a captain’s commission. In 1747 he
wag in command of H.M. Ship “Prince Edward.” His ability was
recognized in many ways by the Admiralty, and his advice was often
sought in considering questions of grave impart. He was one of the
members of the court-martial on the trial of Admiral Byvng
(1756-7).

About four years before the capitulation of Quebec he drew up
a plan, and wrote an able paper suggesting the manner in which
not only the ancient city could be captured, but how Canada could
be }lu»~w~~ul by the British Crown. He addressed this document to
Lord Barrington, who was Secretary of War 1755-61; and the latter
after giving the paper a careful reading complimented Captain Simcoe
on its excellence, and said that when the time came to act, his sug-
gestions would have due consideration.

Another paper entitled “Maxims of Conduct,” or, as it is also
called, “Rules for Your Conduct,” was written in 1752 by Capt.
Simcoe for the guidance of young officers in the naval and military
service, and for the edification of his sons. It is an admirable
paper, unexcelled in stvle and diction, as worthy of perusal in these
modern days as when it was penned a hundred and fifty-nine years
ago.

After his marriage with Catherine Stamford Captain John
Simcoe decided that he would make his home in Cotterstock,
a village about a mile from the old town of Oundle in Northamp-
tonshire. Four children, all sons, were issue of this marriage,
Paulet William, John, John Graves, and Percy William. The first
and second sons died in infancy, and the fourth was drowned in
1764 at Sandy Point above the head of the river Exe near Exeter.

On August 22nd, 1747, Captain John Simcoe was granted by the
Garter and (larenceux Kings of Arms, the arms and crest here given,
namely :—Azure, a fesse wavy ermine, between two stars of twelve
points in chief and a cannon barwise in base or, and for his crest,
out of a naval cross or a demi sea lion proper holding in his fore fin a
mariner’s cross staff erect or and on his shoulder a rose gules seeded
proper. In October, 1747, application was made by Captain Simcoe
for an alteration in his arms. The extract from the official document,
14
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dated 4th November, 1747, regarding the granting of this alteration,
reads :—“The crest \1!‘}vi‘[l‘»| on the other side granted to John
Simcoe of Chelsea, in the County of
Middlesex, |':w[.. and his descendants is
hereby altered from out of a naval crown
or a demi sea lion proper holding in
his fore fin a mariner’s cross stafl erect
or and on I\ ~:\|wlllw|'l' a rose :H'!'\
seeded proper, to out of a naval crown
or a demi sea lion proper, holding in
his fore fin a dagger erect argent, the
pomel and hilt gold and on his shoulder
a rose gules barbed and seeded proper
as the same is in the margin hereof more
plainly depicted.”

Captain  Simcoe joined H. M. Ship

“Pembroke,” 60 guns, in 1757, as com-

mander, with Mr. James Cook as master,
and in 1759 zailed for Canada with the
fleet under Admiral Saunders. My, (‘ook
was afterwards the celebrated navigator
who in 1768 circumnavigated the glohe

in the “Endeavor”: and in later vears he 1
declared that he was under many obliga
tions to Captain Simcoe, for from him he
had received a great part of his training |
in “navigation and seamanship.” (aptain ‘
ARMS OF JOHN SIMCO¥ Simcoe, however, was never to reap the
reward of his years of study in naval work,
for on Tuesday, May 15th, 1759, while the “Pembroke” was near-
ing the island of Anticosti he died of pneumonia and was buried
at s=ea at six o'clock on the evening of the {1
17th. {1l
\Il'*. A\.illll""'. on l‘v‘u'i\ill:‘ the sad news of the |
death of her hushand on the “Pembroke,” decided !
to leave Cotterstock, where she had spent many |

happy vears, and remove to Exeter. She had
friends in Devon, several of whom resided in
Exeter, and she felt that the advantages for the
education of her children would be much greater
in a 1il.\. 'ill~-l'~~ill;’ hetter schools than Oundle.
She accordingly rented a dwelling in the Cathedral
City and determined that her life’s aim should be
the care and education of her hoys.

But her cup of sorrow was not yet full. The
death by drowning of her fourth son, Percy, sad-
dened Mrs. Simcoe’s heart for years; however, with an affection that

Carr. JAMES COOK. ‘

was intensified by her affliction, she devoted her life to her surviving ) ]
il
: "
i
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son and to a certain extent outlived the last great sorrow that fell to
her lot.

The future Governor of Upper Canada was an apt pupil. He
received his primary education at the Free Grammar School in
Exeter and in 1766, in his fourteenth year, he was sent to Eton.
On 4th February, 1769, while in his sixteenth year, he entered
Merton College, Oxford, and matriculated. There is no record of
his graduation. It is said that owing to ill-health he was compelled
to withdraw from college at the end of his first year. He accord-
ingly returned to his mother’s home in Exeter and with the assist-
ance of a tutor he devoted the years 1770-1 to the acquiring of
general knowledge and especially to the subject of military tactics,
for he had the ]»I'HIHF»‘ of an ensien’s commission from friends of his
mother in the War Office.

In 1771 at the age of nineteen he entered the army as an ensign
in the 35th Regiment of Foot. He sailed on the outhreak of the
war of the American Revolution for New England and joined his
regiment in June at Boston a few days after the historic battle
of Bunker Hill, or rather Breed’s Hill; for that is where the battle
took l']il“" on the 17th of June, 1775.

His .Hl\iw'li\ to he of service to the Crown was shown {'v\ hig offer
to raise a corps of negroes for service in New England; but not-
withstanding the strong influence of Admiral Graves, his godfather,
who was in command of the fleet. his offer was declined 1»_\' General
Gage, who was in command of the forces. While his regiment was
stationed in Boston he acted as adjutant, but there is no record of
his appointment. At the evacuation of Boston in March, 1776, he
embarked with General owe’s army for Halifax.

During his stay in Halifax he purchased a captainey in the
arenadier company of the 40th Regiment, and when New York was
threatened with attack he sailed with the forces
early in June for Staten Island and disembarked
with the army on 3rd July, 1776. He took an
active part in the military operations in Long
[sland and the Jersevs during the summer and
won commendation for his services,

While at winter quarters at Brunswick in 1776
he went to New York to see Sir William Howe
and ask for the command of the Queen’s Rangers,
which was then vacant. But driven by stress of
weather out of its course, the boat in which he
sailed was delayed and he arrived at headquarters
some hours too late, for the position had been
filled. In the summer of 1777, still bent on an
independent command, he wrote to General Grant, under whom he
had served, requesting his influence in the securing of a command
similar to that of the Queen’s Rangers: but there were no vacancies,
and once more he was disappointed. The Queen’s Rangers were at
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that time commanded hy Major Weymess. Shortly afterwards, on
the 11th September, was fought the battle of the Brandywine. Simcoe
led his company of the 40th Regiment and received a wound, from
which he never fully recovered, although he was able to resume his
duties.

At last his ambitions were realized, for on the 15th of October,
1777, Captain Simcoe \vvas nominated major commander of the cele
brated Provincial regiment known as the Queen’s Rangers, which
became under him one of the most efficient and gallant corps that
took part in the War of the Revolution. It was at this time encamped
with the army in the vicinity of Germantown, near Philadelphia.

In June, 1778, he received from Sir Henry Clinton the local
rank of lientenant-colonel of the Rangers. In an action in 1779
he had a narrow escape for his life and was taken prisoner. He
obtained his release on the 31st of December, 1779, and returned
to his regiment. His Majesty on the 19th of December, 1781, was
pleased to confer upon him the rank of a lieutenant-colonel in the
army, the duties of which he had fulfilled from the year 1778. His
regiment was amongst the troops which were included in the sur-
render by General Cornwallis at Gloucester Point on the 19th of
(h(vrlu‘['. 1781,

The story of his part in the campaign as colonel of the Queen’s
Rangers, as told in his journal, will be found in another volume.
His journal is one of the most interesting books of its kind. Tt was
published in Exeter at the close of the war, and was received most
favorably by the press and highly commended by the leading military
writers of England. Simcoe returned to England in December, 1781,
at the close of the war, married Miss Gwillim in 1782, and from
1783-7 he resided in the Cathedral City.

In 1784, the estate of Wolford, four miles from Honiton, in
the parish of Dunkeswell, Devon, was purchased by Mrs. Simcoe.
Although there was an old farmhouse on the property, a new resi-
dence was built: the estate was considerably improved during the
vears 1786-7, and in 1788 Colonel Simcoe and his family left Exeter
and took up their residence at Wolford. Tle held the rank of
colonel in the army from the 18th of November, 1790, and in the
same year he was elected to Parliament for the horough of St. Maw’s
in Cornwall. His political career, however, was of short duration,
for in 1791 he received his commission as Lieutenant-Governor of the
new province of Upper Canada and sailed from Weymouth for Quebec
on the 26th of September in the ship “ Triton,” 21 guns, accompanied
by his wife and two of his children and Lientenant Talbot.

In a despatch to the Secretary of State, Lord Dorchester had
previously recommended Sir John Johnson as first Lieutenant-
Governor of Upper Canada. Sir John Johnson had rendered valuable
services, and in the matter of claim was entitled to consideration
On the other hand, his appointment was undesirable, not only on
account of his large property holdings in the new province, and
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consequent local interests, but also from the fact that the policy of
the British Government did not allow the appointment of residents
of colonies in the government of the same.

The “Triton™ arrived in Quebec on the 11th of November. Lord
Dorchester, the Governor-General, was on leave of absence in Eng-
land and Major-General Alured Clarke, who by the way was a
Devonian, was acting as administrator. Simcoe had been entrusted
with the commission of and instructions to the Governor-General
which were to be issued on the division of the province into Upper
and Lower Canada, together with the commission of Sir John
Johnsgon, Bart., as Superintendent-General of Indian affairs, and the
commission of Major-General Alured Clarke as Lieutenant-Governor
of the new Province of Lower Canada. All these documents were duly
delivered on the (];l)‘ following his arrival.

Simcoe presented also a personal letter from the King to H.R.H.
Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, the father of Queen Victoria, in
which His Majesty commended the newly appointed Governor to his
son, who was in command of the 7th Fusiliers, stationed at Quebec.
It should be stated that Governor Simcoe was offered by the War
Office before his departure for Canada the rank of Brigadier-General;
but he declined the promotion because he foresaw that unless His
Royal Highness should be promoted at the same time, his acceptance
would place him above the King’s son.

Moreover, Governor Simcoe understood that such promotion
was not desired by Prince Edward, and from general belief it was
also not his Majesty’s intention to confer it. Governor Simcoe had
always a dislike to nominal rank. His local Provincial rank in
America was senior to that of Major-General Alured Clarke, for
early in 1778 Simcoe had been gazetted a lientenant-colonel, though
of course ranking as the youngest of the service.

The Governor in a letter to Mr. Dundas on the 6th September,
1791, said: “I by no means wish to command or to wound the
feelings of a senior officer, much less to interfere with the just pre-
tensions of the son of my Sovereign.”

The official proclamation and the text of the Act dividing the
old province of Canada into two provinces was issued on 18th No-
vember, 1791, a week after the Governor’s arrival in Quebee, and
was published in the Quebec Gazette of December 1st, 1791, The
natal day of the new provinces was fixed for the 26th of December.

General Alured Clarke was duly sworn in as Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of Lower Canada, but being administrator in the
absence of the Governor-General he occupied a different position from
that of Governor Simcoe. When the proclamation was issued for
the division of the province, Lieutenant-Governor Clarke had full
powers as regards his own government, but he had no authority to
deal in any way with the affairs of the civil government of the Prov-
ince of Upper Canada. But, at the same time, acting as administrator,
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he could exercise all the prerogatives and powers of the Governor-in-
Chief in either province.

The Act of 1791 making further provision for the government of
the province of Quebec is familiarly known as the Act for dividing
the province of Quebec into the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada.
But Mr. Avern Pardoe in his excellent paper on “The First Chapter
of Upper Canada History™ (Ontario Historical Society I'ransactions,
Vol. VII.) points out, the creation of the new provinces was an Act
of the King under his royal prerogative. The Crown divided
Quebee by proclamation and Parliament’s duty and privilege in the
matter was to provide a constitution for them.

The statute quoted enacts that these provinces which the King has
created shall have a Legislative Council and Assembly and that these
shall be assembled by the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor. But
there is nothing in the Act authorizing the appointment of a Gov-
ernor or Lieutenant-Governor. That is another prerogative of the
Crown—in these days exercised on advice but hardly so in the days
of George I11. Nor does the Act contain any information as to the
extent of the powers conferred upon the Governor or the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province That 1is yet another }vl‘rl'u_‘j:lli\c‘ of the
Crown. The powers of the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor are

b §
O

those conferred upon them by their commissions and instructions.

Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe seems to have been from the first at a
loss to know his exact relations to the Governor-General, Lord Dor-
chester. The commission of and instructions to Lord Dorchester
as Governor-in-Chief and Captain-General over the provinces of
Upper and Lower (fanada issued on the division of the province, were
brought out by Simcoe as before said, and Simcoe’s own instrue-
tions directed him to read Dorchester’s instructions and conduct
himself accordingly.

The power of the Governor-General was almost unlimited. The
whole duty of the Lieutenant-Governor was to follow out the instrue-
tions of the Governor-in-Chief. There were no instructions issued
to Governor Simcoe other than his commission and the injunction
to regard Dorchester’s instructions, neither is there record of any in-
structions having heen addressed to Simcoe. His commission, which
was simply a few hundred words appointing him as Lieutenant-
Governor, contained nothing that would throw light on the extent of
the powers the Lieutenant-Governor should exercize.

Simcoe felt that in accepting office he should in the main have
heen free to administer the affairs of the province as one endowed
with authority, and that he should not be hampered with edicts
and instructions from Quebec, but should have the right to com-
municate direct with the home authorities. As a matter of fact
he did so communicate.

In the Simcoe correspondence there is a letter from Sir George
Yonge in connection with the military force, giving an “extract from
the instructions given to the civil Governor.”
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These instructions show that, where no specific orders have been
given Dby the Commander-in-Chief or by the General commanding
the district, the civil Governor-in-Council may give orders for the

marching of troops and other military services: but such order musi

be repeated to the Commander-in-Chief, and that the Civil Governor

must not interfere with the detail of the military regimental dut

The complexity of the situation and the delay in getting his
government formed was galling to Simcoe. He foresaw that he would
be virtually cribbed, cabined, and confined in Quebec for the winter,
and that he was absolutely powerless to make any immediate move
in the direction of occupying his seat of government.

Meanwhile he occupied his time with various matters that con
cerned the new province. Many months before his departure from
England, indeed before the Canada Act of May, 1791, was passed,
he had considered the policy he would pursue in conducting his new
government ; for, of course, he knew at that time his appointment
was assured.

One of Simcoe’s first suggestions was the raising of a military
force for service within the limits of the province. This suggestion
was assented to in August of 1791, the corps being known as the
Queen’s Rangers. Another was that he should he permitted to visit
Philadelphia, where the United States Congress was sitting, to

discuss and mediate on the Indian question. But this suggestion
was not acted upon.
Even in re

rard to the administration of justice in Upper Canada
the Governor’s hands were tied: for, as there was no majority of his
Council in Canada, the oaths could not bhe administered. e, there-
fore, had no power to issue a proclamation. This was after the
division of the provinces was proclaimed. Major-General Alured
Clarke could act for Lower Canada, but Governor Simcoe, until he
had taken the oath, had no legal power. This difficulty might have
affected the organization of courts in Upper Canada, but when Judge
Powell was appointed to hold court in Kingston in December, the
difficulty was overcome by him, as, on the advice of Chief Justice
Smith, he did not raise the question of authority to hold court in the
new province.

Simcoe now occupied a singular position. By virtue of his com-
mission he was the Governor of the new province of Upper Canada,
but, notwithstanding, had no military command : and as regards his
own military rank, he could not avail himself of his coloneley until
the corps—the Queen’s Rangers, of which he was Commander
or part of it, was actually on service under him. This restriction
was specifically set forth to Governor Simcoe in a letter from Sir
George Yonge, the Seeretary of State, on September 21st, 1791.
Simcoe knew that the Rangers would not arrive until the summer
of 1792 and keenly resented the inevitable delay in the recognition
of his rank.
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I'urthermore, his civil powers as Lieutenant-Governor were not
operative until a meeting of the Executive Council had been convened

and the oaths of oiflice administered.  Four members of this body

1l been nominated by the authorities in London, namely, William
Osgoode, William Robertson, Alexander Grant and Peter Russell
Mr. Grant was the only member who had arrived in Canada. Thus,

in the absence of a majority of his Council, the Governor had
practically to mark time and await their arrival,

Simcoe saw clearly the situation and at once applied to England
for permission to nominate James Babyv, of Detroit, as one of the
three Councillors required and asked permizsion
to appoint two more so that the seven members
required by the act would meet and initiate the
business of organizing the government of the
new province. In June, however, Osgcode and
Russell arrived, and with Baby made a quorum.
The appointment followed of John Munro, of
Matilda, in January, 1792, and later of Richard
Cartwright, jr., of Kingston, Robert Hamilton,
of Niagara and Richard Duncan, of Rapid du

Plat. The Council was now complete.  William el
y y ; \ Hon. JAMES Bany.
Robertson, however, never came to Canada but
resigned, his place being filled in June, 1793, by the appointment of
\eneas Shaw.

\Il this (f.]u‘\' was vexatious to Simcoe. T'rue, he and his wife

were the recipients of unhounded hospitality from the military, civil,
and social leaders of the old capital, but the Governor was a man of
active habit and eager to journey to his new province.

At the-end of May and in the second week of June two divisions
of the Queen’s Rangers arrived at Quebec, and some weeks later
reached the new province.

Governor Simcoe had paid a short visit to Montreal in December,
1791, but did not go further west. On the 8th June, 1792. with his
family and Lieutenants Grey and Talbot he left Quebee for Kingston
in bateaux, arriving in Montreal on the 17th, leaving there on the
R7th and reaching Kingston on the 1st of July. On the 8th of July
the Governor repaired to the Protestant church, and there the oaths
were administered by Chief Justice Osgoode. The Honorable James
Baby and the Honorable Peter Russell, together with the magistrates
and principal inhabitants of the town, were present; and the ceremon-
ial must have been, so far as the primitive environment permitted, of
a very impressive character. A note containing the minutes of the
Executive Council in connection with this event is given in its proper
place in Mrs. Simcoe’s diary for July, 1792,

From Kingston, Governor Simcoe, with his family and suite,
sailed on the Government schooner “Onondaga” for Niagara, where
they arrived on the 26th July, 1792. Navy Hall was undergoing
alterations. These were not completed, so by the Governor’s orders
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three lll:lllllhl\ were Ir.‘h]n‘ll on the hill above Hll‘ Hall. II] tlm=e
the Governor's family and suite were housed pending the completion
of the alterations. Navy Hall had been originally built by Governor
Haldimand for the use of the naval officers on the lakes. During
Simeoe’s time some additions were made. One of these was a council
chamber, and it was used as a ball-room where Mrs, Simcoe enter-
tained. Simcoe’s work in the way of organizing the Provincial
Government and carrying on the affairs of the Province, will be told
in another volume.

Simcoe was energetic in his administration and was inspired by
a determination to do his best for the people he was called upon to
govern. The first Legislature was called on 17th September, 1792,
at Navy Hall, Niagara, and was prorogued on the 15th of October.
There has always been some doubt as to the building and the place
where the first Legislature met. Some assert that the meeting was
held in a tent pitched on the common above Fort George. This
aronnd was marked by an old oak tree known as the “Parliament
Oak.” A picture of this tree in decay is in the Museum, Niagara-on-

the-Lake. Another writer asserts that the Legislature met in Free-
masons’ Hall, Niagara. The records of the Upper Canada Gazette,
however, dispose of all doubts, for in the issue of that paper of 18th
April, 1793, the words “Government House, Navy Hall” are used,

and on 3rd Julv, 1794, the same words are used, while on the 10th

of August, 1794, Governor Simcoe calls the members to appear at
“our Government House, \:|\_\' Hall.” On the 14th of August, 1794,
the latter expression is again used

During Simcoe’s term from 1792-6 five sessions of the Legislature
were held at Niagara, in one of the four buildings known as Navy
Hall. for there was no accommodation for the Legislature at York.
The buildings at York were not ready for occupation till 1797, the
vear following Simcoe’s departure. Rochefoucauld in his “Tour

Through Upper Canada,” 1795, writes that “during our residence
at Navy Hall the session of the Legislature of Upper Canada was
opened.” Te does not indicate any building other than “Navy Hall”

and savs the Governor “dressed in silk entered the hall with his hat
on his head, attended by his adjutant and two secretaries.”

Eight acts were considered and passed. The ancient laws of the
Province ol ')lll we  were abolished, the laws of |':Il:\.ll\-‘ were to
prevail, and all forms of law and equity were to be in conformity
with the British rules of evidence. Trial by jury was established and
provision made for the recovery of small debts. Jails and court
houses were to be erected in the four Districts, the Eastern, the
Middle, the Home and the Western. A marriage hill was introduced
with the view of legalizing all irregular marriages, for at this period
no marriage ceremony was legal unless performed by a clergyman of
the Church of England. Tt was, therefore, necessary that all past
marriages should be legalized and a law provided for the future vali-

dation of all such unions
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SIMCOE AND DORCHENT

But this act was withdrawn and another act was drawn Jdurin
the recess, submitted to the authorities in England, and was then

passed by the Legislative Assembly and assented to by the Governor

Shortly after { rorogation of the first Assembly the publication of
the Upper Can Gazetle or American Oracle th
journal of the province, was commenced.

In February, 1793, General Simcoe visited the western parts of

the Province, accompanied by Major Littlehales, Captain Fitzeerald
Lieutenant Smith of the 5th Regiment, and Lieutenants Talbot, Grey

and Giving, They proceeded west to the Mohawk village on the Grand

River, then to the Moravian Settlement of the Delaware Indians, and
returned by way of the present site of London, Ont., which at a later
date Simcoe st | as a proper place for the capital of the proy

nnoce

On the 2nd \].1»\_ 1793, he visited the site of
first time and decided to call the new town York “in consideration
and compliment of the Duke of York’s victories in Flanders.” But
it was not until the 26th August, 1793, that the official notification
of the name was published.

‘oronto for the

In 1793, Simcoe directed also the making of a roadway to the
western part of the province, the present Dundas Street, and named
it after the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, Secretary of State for the
Colonies. In May, 1794, he paid his second visit to the site of his
new capital (now Toronto), and ordered Mr. Alexander Aitken, a
Government surveyor, to make a plan of the town. He also selected
the =ite for a fort at the west end of the town =0 as to command the
is fortification was destroved in 1813, but
rebuilt in 1816, and is now (1911) being restored by the corporation
of Toronto under agreement with the Dominion Government

mouth of the harbor. TI

[t must be remembered that Lord Dorchester, the Governor-Gen-
eral, was on leave of absence and did not return to Canada until
September of 1793. From the date of Lord Dorchester’s return down
to the date of Simcoe’s departure from Canada, there was constant
friction between the Governor-General and the Lieutenant-Governor
of Upper Canada. Indeed, it looked as if Dorchester had determined
to make Simcoe’s position as uncomfortable as possible. Simcoe had
not forgotten the “unjust, humiliating and disgraceful order,” as he
termed it, issued by Guy Carleton in 1783, concerning a cha
against the Queen’s Rangers as being guilty of “plundering and
marauding” on Long Island Sound during the War of the Revolu-
tion, a charge, by the way, that was without foundation. The official
correspondence shows that Dorchester seized every opportunity to
clog the wheels of Simcoe’s Government. As an example of this
unfriendliness Dorchester compelled Simcoe to change the system
of contracting for supplies and he ordered the change in a manner
that was most mortifying

Then again, Simcoe was strongly against the proposal of Dor-
chester to erect a fort in the Indian territory on the Maumee River.
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Dorchester insisted that the fort should be established and his order
was carried out by Simcoe., He did not agree with Simcoe on the
choice of London as the capital of Upper Canada; and when Simcoe
nf"ijul to Dorchester’s I“"".\ of removing the best part of the
troops from Upper Canada and taking them to Quebec, the Governor-
General wrote to Simcoe saying that he would act on his own
judgment 1rrespective of the opinion expressed by Simcoc I'he
official correspondence of the time teems with passages at arms
between Dorchester, Simecoe, and the Duke of Portland

Simceoe, ol course, ]hl‘: 1;||H>wl on mllu.:l A4»!‘l‘r\ll-rlhh‘ll"l‘ \llll‘lllg
his term with the authorities at London Dorchester naturally
thought that Simcoe should use the Governor-in-Chief as the medium
of communication. Indeed, Dorchester complained that he had not
been treated as the Governor-in-C'hief should be; and that the author-
ities in London, that is, the Duke of Portland, had no right to
receive official communications from the Lieutenant-Governor, who
was subordinate to the Governor-in-Chief.

The poles could not be further apart than Simcoe and Dorches-
ter in their views as to the powers and prerogatives of the Governor
and Lieutenant-Governor, respectively, Dorchester would have made
the new province a military colony with forts for the protection of the
settlers. On the other hand Simcoe’s aim was to bring in colonists—
even American colonists—and make [ pper ("fanada great :l;_’l'irH]-
tural province

Simcoe often said that the dav would come when every acre of
land from the Ottawa to the Detroit River would so respond to the
call of the husbandmen that the sickle would never be idle and the
peaple never be in want

The Duke of Portland tried to throw oil on the troubled waters,
but without avail. Dorchester felt that Simcoe was his inferior
officer, for he writes that Simcoe “seemed to think that he had an
independent command.”™  Simcoe held fast to the idea thai, outside of
actual military operations, he was supreme in his own province. The
neclect to furnish Simcoe with dndividual instructions defining
exactly his powers and duties seems fo have been the cause of all
Hu' l]'ulllx'n'_

This continued friction and unrest between the Governor and
Lientenant-Governor in Upper Canada led to the resignation by both
of their respective commands in the usual form of “leave of absence.”
Dorchester sailed for England on the 9th July and Simcoe said
farewell to Upper Canada on the 2ist July, 1796. On the 10th Sep-
tember, with his wife and children he sailed from Quebec in H. M.
Ship “Pearl,” which anchored in the Downs on the 13th of October.
On digembarking, the General and his family proceeded to Dover,
Canterbury and Dartford, and on Monday, the 17th, reached Wolford.

In 1796 the British Government wanted an officer to take charge
of the forces in San Domingo. General Simcoe, who had been
aazetted Major-General on the 2nd of October, 1794, was offered the
26




SIMCOE'S LATER POSITIONS

position, He called upon the Duke of Portland, who told him that
he could retain his position of Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada
or go as Commander-in-Chief of the forces in San Domingo, to succeed
Sir Ralph Abercrombie.

Simcoe accepted the new position and on the 3rd of December,

1796, he was appointed Civil Governor and Commander-in-Chief of

the British forces in San Domingo in place of Sir Adam Williamson,
who had established the British protectorate over the island.

Simcoe was much disappointed. 1In a letter written to H. R. H.
the Duke of Kent on 24th November, 1801, referring to his San
Domingo appointment, Simcoe writes: “His Grace (the Duke of
Portland) expressly told me that I was to be Commander-in-Chief.
In this I was disappointed. Sir R. Abercrombie retained that office,
but with the injunction communicated to him by a letter from Mr.
Dundas, the Secretary of State, not to exercise any authority in San
Domingo,” and Simcoe further adds, “I believe such an injunction
to be illegal, T am sure it was unmilitarv.” In this letter Simcoe
also pointed out that his “services in Canada had been slighted” in
that as Lieutenant-Governor he had a fair claim to the command of
the Royal Americans in preference to General Hunter. The letter
further shows that he was promised the position of Governor-General
of Canada and also a peerage.

In 1797 General Simcoe proceeded to his new post with instrue-
tions to aid the French in restoring, if possible, order to the island.
While the General did excellent work in his command, he hecame
wearied with the kind of warfare in which he was engaged, and after
eicht months in the island he returned to England, either to pro-
cure a force adequate for the work or to abandon the cause. His
place was filled by his second in command, Brigadier-General Sir
Thomas Maitland, appointed 18th April, 1797. In 1798, owing to
the fear that Napoleon would seek a landing on British soil, General
Simcoe was appointed to the command of Plymouth and the Western
District, and in Felruary, 1801, he was gazetted as “Lieutenant-
General in the Army.”

In 1806 the General was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the
British forces in India, to succeed Lord Iake, and he at once began
to make arrangements for departure to his far-distant command.
Mrs. Simcoe and one of her daughters had gone to London and
were busily engaged in making purchases such as would be required
in their new home, when an entire change of plan came from the
authorities in London by special messenger to Excter, the head-
quarters of the Western District.

The order was in effect that the British Government had informa-
tion that led to the belief that an invasion of Portugal was contem-
plated by Napoleon. The orders were peremptory. The fleet under
Farl St. Vincent was eruising off Brest, whence it was ordered to
the Tagus, while Lord Rosslyn and Lieutenant-General Simcoe were
directed to join Earl St. Vincent at Lisbon.
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General Simcoe had been in poor health, but by exercising the
greatest care he was able without undue exertion to cover the large
amount of work assigned to him in the command of the Western
District. He was so confident of his physical strength that he did
not hesitate to accept the India command when it was offered to
1nm.

Indeed it was anticipated that after the negotiations in Lisbon
he would return to England and then proceed to India. But it was
not to be. H 1ckened on the voyage Lo Lisbon and was compe lled
to return to England. There was some delay owing to the non-
arrival of the man-of-war which was ordered to convey him to Ing-
land. But on the 28th of September, 1806, he sailed on H. M. S.
“Ilustrious™ and on the 21zt of October he landed at Topsham and
the next day was carefully driven to Exeter and taken to the house

of his friend. Archdeacon Moore, whose dwellineg was in the Cathedral
Close. e was too ill to ma the journey to Wolford, and on the
following Sunday, the 26th, the General passed away.

The remains of the General were embalmed ‘mlw.w;»i in Exeter
until the 4th of November in order that the funeral arrangements
might be perfected. THis funeral was an impoging one and every mark
of respect was paid by the citizens and by the military authorities.
The burial tool place at Wolford, fourteen miles from Exeter, and
H:n n'v‘ “rlhl'] road over ‘\‘\I“v the cortege pass d was ?‘M--f 1r'\ the
volunteer militia of Devon. At the third mile of the journey a squad-
ron of dragoons were drawn up and escorted the remains to Wolford.
The regulars stationed at Exeter were unable to take part owing to
the fact that there was a Parliamentary election in progress and
during such an event the military were not allowed in the constit-
nency. Reachine Wolford at six o'clock in the evening, the burial
was by torchlight in the presence of his widow and family and the
leading men of the county. The remains were interred at the east end

of the private chapel, which had been erected by the General.
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CHAPTER 111
COURTSIIP AND MARRIAGE. [
Lieutenant-Colonel Simeoe after his return in 1781 from
American campaign, spent some days in London with the authorities
of the War Office. During that summer he journeyed to Exeter and
resolved that Devon, the county in which he had so many friends and
connections, should be his permanent home.
There is no correspondence in the manuscripts at Wolford to
show whether his mother, to whom he was devoted, was alive at the
|
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|
|
|
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BuckerALL Parisit Cnuren, DEvoN. LRRIE |
(From a Drawing in the J. Ross Robertson eollection. ) !
. ’ " ' > . ! i
time of his return. Nor is there any record of her death to be found [
in the registers of the Cathedral or of any of the churches of Exeter,
although diligent search for entries has been made by the writer.
The impression amongst the Devon connections of the family—all i I8
by marriage—is that Mrs. Simcoe died in Exeter shortly before the f' i {
return of her son from -the-United States. | “ :
After his return the Colonel was not in the best of health. The

strenuous activities of military life in the American campaign had ! {
told severely on his physique. He had not fully recovered from the '

|
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effects of a wound he had received at the Battle of Brandywine; and,
therefore, a quiet life and perfect rest were prescribed by his physician.
He loved the balmy air of Devon and enjoyed short visits to the
country houses of friends, who delighted to welcome him; for he had

a happy and amiable disposi-
tion, and was an entertaining
conversationalist,

But there was one country
home where his presence  gave
more than ordinary pleasure. It
was Hemburv Fort, some miles
from Honiton. Here on the site
f thiz old Roman encampment
resided two old friends of 1
father, Admiral and Mrs.
Graves, The Admiral was his
codfather, and out of respect
and deep regard for that officer,
Captain Simcoe, R.N.. had

riven hi

gon *“ Graves” as one

of hiz Christian names. Mrs.
Graves was a sister-in-law of
Colonel Gwillim of “0Old

Court ™ in Herefordshire.

On the first of these visits,
in the spring of 1782, Colonel
Simcoe met Miss Gwillim. is
BUCKERALL CHURCH—INTERIOR. &aid to have been a case of

(From a Drawing in the J. Ross Robertson at first sight. She was then
collection. )

sixteen, petite, fair to see,
bright and entertaining, and attractive in manner. The Colonel, now
in his thirtieth year, renewed his visits; and in this case the course
of true love ran absolutely smooth, for the engagement followed, but
no date for the wedding was fixed.

Mrs. Graves naturally thought that sixteen was rather an early age
for her niece to assume the responsibilities of married life, but what-
ever objections she offered were evidently overcome, for Samuel
Graves and Margaret Graves were witnesses to Simcoe’s marriage
at Buckerall Parish Church, on the 30th of December, 1782, which
was solemnized by the Rev. Thomas Rosskilly, Curate of the Parish.

The marriage certificate reads :—

“No. 60—Lieutenant-Colonel John Graves Simcoe of this Parish
and Miss Elizabeth Posthuma Gwillim of this Parish were married in
this church by License this 30th Day of December in the Year One
Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty-two by me, Thos. Roskilly,
Curate. This Marriage was solemnized between Us, John Graves
Simcoe, Elizabeth Posthuma Gwillim, in the Presence of Saml.
Graves, Margaret Graves.”
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MARRIAGE OF COLONEL SIMCOE

Wher [?u' ;\Hlll\ll\vulll was ~iH'I|| does not appear m the \\'er‘ulw|
MSS., but the Colonel and his wife after marriage resided in Exeter
The Colonel felt that Devonshire was really his native county. He
had practically lived in it for twenty-three years from 1759, when
his mother and his brother Percy left Cotterstock, after the death
of his father. With this idea in his mind he determined to settle
down in some congenial spot, of which there are so many in Devon,
the most charming of all the English counties,

His wife felt as he did, and her fortune made it possible to realiz
this desire \ccordingly in 1781 Wolford and the surrounding
estate were bought by Mrs, Simcoe from the heirs of Peter Geneste.
But it was not until 1788 that they made Wolford their permanent
residence, after improvements i the house had been made

FRBOBARXABBEE G RREBBHRA BEFFBEN BARFDHHE BRI FB

Wannsof Marriage  Lfoun . fubamt o/

Numb.60 WM(AL Pacith
&l ol Panlh L] D Ang /4/‘ Ml ?‘#wu ﬁw—l« I

o S IRE 1 4 PO S were
Married in this. L/mlﬁ by \g«ﬂc» = -
this__ 30~ Day of B ecombbiein the Year One Thoufand Seven
Huudnddnd CM ‘o by me }ﬁl &1 fa'n/cr ik

Smcor
This Marriage was folemnized between USQ; é/ ‘
Inthe Prefence of ‘/ﬂ—mﬁw«f

raved
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Tue SiMcoE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE.

(From Register of Buckerall Parish Church.)

Shortly after the marriage, the College of Arms, on application,
authorized the arms here «i,!m]nrl to be borne by Colonel and Mrs.
Simcoe, viz.,, Dexter, Simcoe—Azure a fesse wavy Ermine between
two stars of twelve points in chief and a cannon barwise in base or,
Sinister, Gwillim—Argent, a Lion rampant, Ermines, collared Or.
Crest, Simcoe:—Out of a naval crown Or a demi Sea Lion proper
holding in his fore fin a dagger erect Argent the pomel and hilt gold
and on hiz shoulder a Rose Gules barbed and seeded proper as hereon
(L}li(lml.

Mrs. Simcoe was entitled to a large number of 1|ll;|l'l<'l'ill:‘~ and at
a subsequent date some of these were added to the arms borne by the

Colonel and his wife. An explanation of the later arms is:—The
arms in the first and fourth quarters are those of Simcoe. The arms
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in the second and third quarters have not been identified by the
College of Arms, London, England, and there iz nothing in the
College to show that Colonel Simcoe was entitled to make use of thi

quartering.  With regard to the smaller shield
the [irst

quarter 1= an incorrect representation

Gwillim arms,

second,  consist =

SPINCK

third quarter contains
the arms of Stuart
O a lessg .]mw\
argent and azure, a
hordure, ermine; and
the arms in the fourth
quarter of the smaller
shield are those of
Elmes—Ermine two

bars sable 1‘}]\]1

charged with five elm
leaves or. . -
SIMCOE-GWILLIM . T SIMCOE-GWILLIM ARMS,
ARMS, 1782 From 1783-Y the 1792
Colonel and his wife

lived at St. Stephen’s in Exeter, and in January, 1784, Eliza, their
first child, was born. Then in August, 1785, at St. David’s in Exeter,
Charlotte, the second child, arrived, and in April of 1787, the third
.Ew“i_ Henrietta, another dauehter. The first child born at Wolford
was Caroline in November of 1788, followed by Sophia, another
daughter, in October of 1789. The sixth child, the first boy, Francis
Gwillim; was born in June, 1791, some months before the departure
of the Colonel and his wife for Canada.

The Exeter Flying Post of Thursday, June 9, 1791, announces
the birth as follows:—“Monday, the Tady of Colonel Simcoe was
safely delivered of a son and heir, at their seat, at Wolford Lodge,
near Honiton.”

The Colonel devoted his entire time for the first few years to re-
organizing and improving his estate.  Wolford, which was a
small but well-built house, was remodelled. A new dwelline was
built in front of the old-time farmhouse. Every convenience for
those days was introduced ; roadways were laid out through different
parts of the estate, which covered about 5,000 acres; and under the
direction of C'olonel Simecoe and his active and well-informed manacer,
Mr. John Scadding, many valuable improvements were made. Mr.
Scadding was the father of the late Rev. Henry Scadding, D.D.,
grand-uncle of Dr. H. Crawford Scadding, of Toronto.
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All this delighted Mrs. Simcoe. Sl

the work of improvement, and it was at her suggestion that many of
the acres, thickly wooded to-day, were 1

lanted and improved,
\]I\,.\!]J-u;_; i

was fond of gaiety

in that part of the county. The house had ample accommodation
for visitors, and never a week passed without all its guest-chambers
being filled.

Mrs, Simcoe had inherited all the Gwillim wealth and it was

liberally spent, not only in improving the estate but in making life
enjovable in the manor house. She had a ereat admiration for her
y pleased when in 1790 he entered Parlia-
of St. Maw’s in Cornwall.

hushand and was especiall
.

ment as the represeln
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Worrorp, Near Hoxiron, Devoy,

(From a Drawing in the J. Ross Robertson collection, )

But a change in their lives came when the British Government

decided in the summer of 1791 that it would require C'olonel Simcoe’s
gervices immediately as the first

Lieutenant-Governor of the new
Province of Upper Canada.

All plans for the coming winter were
summarily disposed of, for arrangements had to be promptly made
for the ju\ll‘lll‘»\ to Canada. Mrs. Simcoe and the Colonel went to
London, the former to arrange for her outfit, the latter to interview
the authorities at the War Office and receive his final instructions.

Then came the (question ol the children—which of the six could
be taken to Canada. Eliza was seven years of age, Charlotte six,
Henrietta four, Caroline three, Sophia two, and Francis Gwillim was
only three months old. Mrs. Simcoe would have liked to take all her
little ones with her, but that was impossible,
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he had a direct interest in

s has been said, was of a vivacious disposition. She
Wolford in 1789 became the centre of attraction
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Fortunately, however, there were two old friends, Mrs. and Miss
Hunt, in whom the Colonel and his wife had the greatest confidence
and in whose care at Wolford (})o-_\ determined to leave the four
eldest, Eliza, Charlotte, Henrietta and Caroline, taking Sophia and
Francis to (Canada. Mrs. Simcoe returned from London in the
beginning of September and most energetically directed the packing
and looked forward with pleasure to the days to be spent in the new
\mr!']-l,

The story of Mrs. Simcoe’s life from the day she with her husband
left Wolford and sailed in H. M. 8. *'I'riton™ from Weymouth, cannot
be told better than it is written in her diary. Some incidents of her
life in Canada not given in the diary will be found in subsequent
chapters

When in 1759, her father, Captain Gwillim, ascended with General
Wolfe the rugged path that led to the heights of Abraham, little did
he think that thirty-two years later his daughter would give to future
generations of Canadians pictures of places in the new land that he
and his companions were winning for the Empire. But the daring
and resolute soldier of Wolfe transmitted to his daughter not only the
courageous qualities tl

at had been necessary to win this new land
for Britain, but also the foresight and the genius by which she has
preserved by pen and pencil the spirit both of the natural scenery
and the social life of the New Britain that was being planted.




CHAPTER 1V,
FAREWELL TO WOLFORD.

The air at Wolford was filled with loving farewells as Colonel
Simcoe, his wife, his children and attendants left one of the happiest
ol England’s homes to face the perils of an Atlantic vovage. For a
week before their departure the county people had called to say good
bye, and wish the new Governor and his wife a safe vovage to their
colonial home in the western continent.

Wolford had during the few years of residence by the Simcoes

been the most hospitable of all the country houses in that part of

T ¥

B

Nortir ViEw or WeYMoUTIT IN 1788,

(From a Drawing in the Broadley collection, )

Devon. Its guest chambers were never without an occupant, and the
I'w‘l'])linn ~|:|>\~ of Mrs, Simcoe had a welcome and a charm for the
large circle of friends who had the pleasure of being entertained there.

Colonel Simcoe’s name was a household word, not only in county
families, but in military circles in Devon and Cornwall, and as a
Devon chronicle writer says, “more distinguished men than ever
dined under one roof in Devon were often found at Colonel Simcoe’s
table.”

The afternoon of Thursday, 17th September, 1791, was fixed for
the journey to Weymouth, from which port they were to sail. The
luggage—and there was plenty of it—had been sent forward on
Wednesday. On Saturday morning, the 17th, the party arrived at
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Weymouth and in a few hours were comfortably settled in lodgings
which faced the esplanade and the bay. .

Weymouth is a well known port in Dorset, on the English Channel
south of Dorchester, on a bay at the mouth of the river Wey. The
river separates the two quarters of the town. Old Weymouth is on
the south side and Melcombe Regis faces the bay on the north. The
sands are extensive and there is a magnificent esplanade (George
[11. after his serious illness in 1788 found the place an excellent
health resort and visited it nearly every year between 1788-1805.
He resided at Gloucester House, built by the Duke of Gloucester
and bought by the King. Owing to the King’s visits the town soon
attained considerable social prominence

C'olonel and Mrs. Simcoe thoroughly enjoyed the days spent in

Weymouth before sailing in the “Triton” frigate which lay anchored

in the bay awaiting the embarkation of its distinguished passengers.
The first entry in Mrs. Simcoe’s diary was made on the dayv of her
arrival in Weymouth.

Weymouth, Saturday, 17th Sept., 1791—We arrived at Weymouth. I
walked with Lady Collier on the Esplanade in the evening.

Nore.—Lady Collier was Elizabeth Fryer, second wife of Sir
George (Collier, whom he married in 1781. He was Senior Naval
Officer, Halifax, July, 1776-9, and in 1780 commanded the
‘("fanada.”

Sunday 18th—Went to church with Lady Collier and to the Rooms in
the evening. The King looked very well.

Nore.—Robert Huish (1777-1850) in his “ King George IIL.”
writes:

“The time of Hiz Majesty was chiefly
occupied at Weymouth in receiving the
formal address of the corporation or the
vigits of the nobility and gentry of the
vicinity, and partly on horseback, rambling
over the hills and downs or walking on the
esplanade amidst respectful joyous groups
of his loyal subjects. The Sabbath day was
always passed in the offices of religion, the
royal family walking to church without
parade or ceremony, the service of the
day always ending with ‘God Save the Georee 111,
King.’

Mr. A. M. Broadley, of Bridport, Eng., informs me that the
“Weymouth Rooms™ patronized by the Royal Family were those
known as “Stacey’s,” formerly part of the Royal Hotel, which can be
clearly seen in the earlier pictures and engravings of Weymouth
(1789-91) of which he possesses a large collection. The "'“u.\;ll e
spoken of by Dr. Woleot in his satire “ Weymouth Amusements

(1795), was pulled down several vears ago and has been replaced by
a modern building.
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GAVEL-KIND IN PORTLAND ISLE

Mon, 19th—I went to Portland Island, a rock peninsula of Dorselshire,
connected with the mainland, with Lady de la Pole, wife of Sir John de la
Pole, and went round the Island in a cart, the conveyance generally used
on those rough roads. The sea views are very fine. There is an uncommon
aperture in the land in one spot, where we looked down as if into a vast
well and saw the waves dashing below. We drove by the lighthouse
There are some buildings in ruins covered with ivy which have a very
picturesque appearance. We stopped to take some refreshment after the
drive at one of the largest villages in the island, where we tasted Portland
mutton. The inhabitants of the island have laws and regulations peculiar
to themselves. For instance, there is an official of the island called a
Reeve. He collects rent and has a staff called the Reeve Staff, a very long
stick on which payments are recorded in notches cut on the face of the
stick. In buying and selling land the buyer and the seller go to the
church, and sign a register before witnesses. They call it a Church Gift.
It's very simple—no writings or parchment used, no lawyers consulted.
We crossed a very narrow passage to the island, but it is sometimes very
rough

Nore.—The Isle of Portland, really a peninsula, though generally
called an island, is in Dorset, south of Weymouth, projecting into the
Iinglish Channel and terminating in the Bill of Portland. 1t is four
and a half miles long and about two miles wide and nine in eircum-
ference. Tt iz connected with the mainland at Abbotsbury by the
shifting Chesil Beach, a narrow ridge of gravel and shingle ten and a
half miles long. This peninsula is practically a great bed of stone,
first used in the reign of James I. The stone is quarried in blocks of
three to fourteen tons each. St. Paul’s Cathedral and other great
structures were built of stone from these quarries. Portland is a
“liberty” of itself, and the custom of “gavel-kind™ prevails, which is
an old land tenure in England still in vogue in Kent, by which land
descends to all the sons in equal shares,

In Portland service of lawyers is not necessary in connection with
the sale and purchase of land. The ordinary method of conveyance
is almost unknown in Portland. This is done by what is called a
Church Gift, a form used for the purchase from time immemorial.
The buyer and seller go to the church and in the church is a recister.
The Church Gift is signed in presence of two witnesses who must be
“Tenants ” of the Manor. The deed is called a Church Gift instead
of a common law conveyance.

One of the officials of the Island of Portland is called the Reeve.
His llllli\ for his year of office is to collect the Chief or Quit rent. He
holds the office for one year only and never for a second term. A
new Reeve is appointed annually by the Court Leet, which is held
twice a year, in May and November. A woman or a man may hold
the office.  Men and women have had equal rights in Portland, long
before any Married Woman’s Property Act was passed by Parliament
giving women their rights. This has been the case in Portland from
time immemorial and women make wills and hold offices and buy and
sell property quite apart from their hushands.

The duty of the Reeve for his vear of office is to collect the Quit
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Rent or Chief Rent which is due to the Lord
of the Manor, who in this Manor is the King
or Queen, this being a Royal Manor. The
Quit Rent is an annual payment at the rate
of three pence per acre to the Lord of the
Manor by landowners in the Island for their
private lands as distinet from Crown Lands

and Common or Parish lands. Every such
landowner is called a “tenant” of the
Manor, but the private lands are treated as

freehold notwithstanding
ment to the Chief.

there be

this annual pay
On the death of a tenant
due to the Chiefl a
of 2/6 which is paid out of the lands ownel
death There are three kinds of
The Crown lands, Private lands
and Commonable or Parish lands, the latter
the King and the tenants, and
in which the tenants have equal rights with
the King.

The Reeve Stafl or Stick is the record of
the payment of this Quit Rent of
Saxon stiel ten to
and a half inches

lt"rlvw‘lllmi by
face of the stick. A

deep notch cut across the whole gide of the
face represents one shilling. A\ notch half
way across represents gixpence, a lichter and

0omes payment
at his
land, viz.:

be iu'\gllu 10

and is
origin. It is a from
feet long

l'.l_\ ments
notches cut

twelve and one

square are

across the

not. so \iu‘p a notch across the whole face
represents a penny. A notch the same deptl
as the last named half way across the stick

represents a halfpenny, and a quarter across,

one farthing. No one pays less than a
farthing, but it is easv to see that an acre
may be so divided as to make many owners

Thig was
the custom before books for l\m-]w‘.lu accounts
It is done every year, but in
these modern days hooks are kept as well.
Each Reeve prepares a new Staff and retains
it as his own—as the stick he during
hig term of office.

The Chief or 1)llil rent is [|;|i4| on [H‘i»
vate lands only. The total amount has stood
at €14 14s. 3d. from time immemorial and
although by the sub-division of land the

who would pay one farthing each.

were in vogue

used

Reeve collects more, only this sum is paid over to the Chief.
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question is asked and so the extra amount goes into the pocket of the
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Reeve. The payment proper to the Reeve is £1 per vear. Formerly
he had no money payment, but had the use of a piece of land for the
vear. This piece of land iz called the * Reeve Plot.”

"

View or Wevymouri, Lookinag WesT, 1791,

Showing (A) Gloucester Lodge, (B) Stacer's Hotel Rooms

(From a Water-color in the Broadley collection, )

The picture of a Reeve Staff is from a drawing kindly made for
me by Mr. B. O. Pearce, an Ex-Reeve, prominent in business circles
in Portland. He also furnished the information in this note con
cerning the peculiar customs of Portland and the use of the Reeve
Staff.
Mon. 19th—I dined with Lady de la Pole at
Stacey's Hotel on the Esplanade, and went in the
evening to see the play of “As You Like It,” which
was very well performed. Col. Simcoe dined with
Lord Grenville
Nore.—This conclusively proves Mr. Broad
ley’s contention as to Stacey’s Rooms existing in
1791, They were quite cloge to Gloucester Lodge. |
Lady de la Pole was the wife of the sixth Baronet.
George William Wyndham—Baron Grenville
(1759-1834), Home Secretary, 1789-90 and Sec- '
retary of State for Foreign Affairs 1791-1801 in i
Pitt’s administration. { Hil
BARON GRENVILLI Tues. 20th—I was tired with writing, and did not
o to the ball

Wed 21st—The Chancellor, Edward, Lord Thurlow, is gone into \ (
Flintshire ( i
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The sealers, those officials who prepare documents for sealing in the
Lord Chancellor's department, are following with Gov. Simcoe's com-
mission, but not having vet overtaken him, we are detained here and
complaining of losing a fine east wind. We give two and a half guineas
a week for a very small lodging. I could not go to Lullworth Cove to-day
lest the Commission should arrive, in which case we are to sail

imme
diately

Nore.—Thurlow, Fdward, first Baron Thurlow (1731-1806),
Lord Chancellor, 1778, prepared a celebrated report on the Quebe
Bill whichi was quoied at length in Christie’s
History [He intricued with George, Prince of
Wales, against Pitt, and was obliged to resign in
1792, His political principles were merely a high
view of royal prerogative and an aversion to
change. It was of him that Macaulay said, “I
wonder if any man ever was as wise as Thurlow

"y
looks

Lallworth Cove is a beautiful inlet in the Eng-
lish Channel, almost landlocked, deep and narrow
with lofty cliffs, and very fine scenery. It is a
few miles from Wevmouth, and iz usually visited
Barox TuurLOW by excursionists,
Fhur. 22nd—Intelligence is received that the Chancellor is gone to

Cumberland

Fri. 23rd—1 was pleased with a camera obscura I saw fixed in the top
of a room. I bought a wooden pentograph, an instrument for the mechan
ical copying of engravings, diagrams and plans. The Misses Rolle, mem
bers of Lord Rolle's family (a Devonshire nobleman) are here and very
civil to me. 1 went five miles with Lady Poulett and her children in her
Sociable (a carriage of the period), and dined with her

NoreE—Ienry Rolle was created Baron Rolle of Stevastone in
January, 1747, and died without issue in 1759, His nephew John Rolle
eventually succeeded to the Stevastone property.  He was M.P. for
Devonshire, 1780-4, 1790, and was a staunch

adherent of Pitt.  In 1796 he was created Baron
Rolle of Stevastone. He died without issue in
\pril, 1842 ¢ “Misses Rolle™ were Isabella
Harriot Charlotte, born 1
13692

’ 4l!|¢| l‘.lnru nee, }nr"ll

Fri. 23rd—In the evening we walked on the
esplanade. The Royal family came and spoke to
lLady P., and the Princess Royal carried Lady
Mary Poulett, daughter of the Earl, a heavy
child three years old, the whole length of the
esplanade

Nore.—DPrincess Charlotte Augusta Matilda,
horn 29th September, 1766, eldest daughter of PRINCESS
. A ’ " o or WURTEMBURG,
George T11., (1738-1820) married in 1797, her
cousin Frederick William Charles, Duke of Wurtemburg, who subse-
quently became King of Wurtemburg. He formed an alliance with
40




MRS, SIMCOE MEETS KING GEORGE.
\':I}H\lrnll in 1805, his army l\_"‘:'ilv_' for \.l}m‘wllll for several vears,
but eventually joining the allies in 1813,

Lady Mary Poulett was the second daughter
of John, the fourth Earl Poulett, by .\'n}r‘,i‘l his
wife, daughter and heir of Admiral Sir George
Pocock, K.B. Lady Mary in 1821 became the

second wife of Lord Charles Henry Somerset
Sat. 24th—1I walked on the sands with Coll. Sim-
coe before breakfast We met the King He asked
me whether 1 left my children at school, how 1 should
like being at sea, &« I was not well and dined at
home. Sir de la Pole sent me landrails. My French
cook dressed them without taking out the inside, and
I found a shell as large as a nut in one of them |
thought they lived by suction How could this be?

Nore.—~—The Landrail or Cornerake, a mi-
aratory bird, leaves England before the winter,
and repairs to other countries in search of food It appears in Eng
and the latter end of April.

Lapy PouLeri

Sun. 25th—1I was at the Rooms to-night, and met Capt. Sydney Smith
He wore a handsome star given him by the King of Sweden, in whose
service he distinguished himself. He is thought to be like Charles the
Twelfth of Sweden His countenance reminded me of pictures of some
great men in Elizabeth's reign—a marked countenance, expressing the
reverse of a trifling character

The whole of this day it blew so heavy a £ale that the “Triton,” the
ship on which we are to sail for Canada, was obliged to go out to sea, it
being dangerous to remain at anchor. From Lady de la Pole's windows
in this hotel, where I dine, the waves looked tremendous. The scene was
grand, but, as the Queen (Charlotte) observed this evening, was “ mixed
with too much horror to be pleasing

NOTI Sir William Svdnev Smith (1561-1810) a naval officer
who entered the Navyv in 1777, became captain in 1782, knichted
in 1792, e was captured off
Havre by the French in 1796,
imprisoned in Paris for two
vears, escaped in 1798, and in
1799 undertook the defence of
St Jean d'Aere.  In March,
1799, he captured the French
vessels and held the town until
the siege was raised.  He died
in 1810

Sun. 25th—1 dined yester
day, 24th, at Sir G. Collier’s,
with Capt Murray of the
Sir GEorGE Mumpay. ~ Triton,” who appears a very gz Sypyey Syith

gentlemanly man, and his hav-

ing the reputation of being an excellent officer is a great consolation to
us who are about to sail in so late a season for a northern climate. Sir
J. Jervoise is the only man who tells Coll. Simcoe that he is certain of
making his passage at this time of the yvear. Others think it is too late,
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but he is a man of knowledge in nautical affairs, and, therefore, his
opinion is to be trusted to

The King asked Capt. Murray about his stock of provisions for the
voyage, and hoped he had prepared for making my passage as comfortable
as possible to me

Nore.—Sir George Murray, 1759-1819. Vice \dmiral, of a
younger branch of the Elibank family. His actual services in the
Navy probably began about 1772 when he joined the “ Panther” on
the Newfoundland station. IHe was afterwards in the “ Romney,”
the flagship of Rear Admiral John Montague, on the same station
In 1792 he was appointed to the “Triton” frigate, and after
wards to the “ Nymphe.” In 1807, he was ap-
pointed commander-in-chief of the naval opera-
tions against Buenos Ayres. On 25th October,
1809, he was |>I‘41ll|l'I(‘|' to be a Viee-Admiral,
was nominated a K.C.B. on 2nd January, 1815,
and died suddenly at Chichester on 28th February
1819.

John Jervoise (Jervis), Earl St. Vincent, the
first Viscount, was born at Meaford, Staffordshire,
17th January, 1734. He entered the navy in his
tenth year, led the advanced squadron in charge
of transport past Quebee, was entrusted by Wolfi
with his last message to his betrothed, 1759, and

EArL St. Viscent, Was a personal friend of Captain John Simcoe,

R. N., father of Governor Simcoe. He became
admiral of the blue and commander of the naval forces in the
Mediterranean in 1795, and in consequence of his victory over the
Spanish fleet off Cape St. Vincent in February, 1797, was raised
to the peerage. In 1821 he hecame admiral of the fleet.



CHAPTER V.

THE GOVERNOR AND SUITE EMBARK.

Mrs. Simecoe’s description of the trip from Weymouth to the New
World forms an interesting commentary upon the ocean travel of
a century ago. lLong was the voyvage and great was the dizcomfort
even upon the “Triton,” which compared most favorably with the
usual sailing craft of the day. With wind as the only motive power,
the man-of-war which bore the Simcoe party towards the West took
forty-six days upon a voyvage which the fleet liner of to-day would
make in less than five. And the gain in comfort has been no less
marked.

However, Mrs. Simeoe was possessed of an industry which pre-
vented her long passage from being irksome. Much of the time she
spent in reading and writing. Every incident of importance found
its way into her record. The vessel’s speed and weather conditions
were, of course, sedulously jotted down by the diarist; there is men-
tion of the rare passing vessels: while the description of the routine
life upon an eighteenth century warship has a peculiar interest to
the Tuxury-loving traveller of to-day.

When land was sighted, the Captain’s chart was always consulted
and every point of land that had a name found a place in her daily
writings. She certainly had a traveller’s mind, with powers of obser-
vation that added to her voyage pleasure both for herself and for
the friends to whom she wrote.

Mon. 26th Sept.—Wind east, blowing fresh, fine and clear. It became
calm this morning, and at one o'clock p.m. we embarked on board His
Majesty's frigate “ Triton,” 28 guns, Captain Murray. Capt. Stevenson
accompanied us, and Lt. Grey, a son of Sir Charles
Grey's, for whom Coll. Simcoe requested a passage,
who is going to join the Fusiliers or the 7th Regt. at
Quebec, the regiment of which Prince Edward is
Colonel

I became giddy as soon as I entered the ship
and went to my cabin, an apartment just large enough
to swing a cot, which 1 immediately got into. On
leaving Weymouth and in going through a surf called
the Portland Race, one of the port hole windows was
stove in, and the gentlemen at dinner were quite wet

Nore.—Sir Charles Grey, first Earl Grey,
1729-180%, a General in the Army, was con

picuous for his services to the King in the Ameri
can Revolution. He was created Earl Grey and
Viscount Howick in 1806, Earl Grey, the present Governor-General
of Canada, is the fourth bearer of the title, and is directly descended
from Sir Charles Grey Licutenant Thomas Grev, who sailed with

13

Sik CHARLES GREY.




DIARY OF MRS. SIMCOE

Governor Simcoe, was fifth son of Sir Charles Grey, was lieutenant-
colonel of the 12th Regiment of Foot, which embarked for the East
Indies, 8th June, and anchored in Table Bay, 19th September, 1796.
The regiment was in bad health while in Table Bay, so Grey was
probably left behind when it sailed on the following 10th of November.
Ie retired by sale of his commissgion, 1st December, 1796, and died

at the Cape of Good Hope, 17th January, 1797, unmarried.

lues. 27th—East, fresh and fine. Went before the wind at 9 knots an
hour

Wed. 28th-—-East, fresh and fine. Went upon deck. Our hours are
early. We breakfast at 8; dine at 2, and never take any supper

Sunday, Oct. 2nd—Calm

Mon. 3rd—Rough

l'ues. 4th—1 got the better of my sickness yesterday, but there blew
80 strong a gale of wind that I was obliged to remain in my cot or in a
corner behind the stove in the great cabin, to secure myself from falling.
It was by persevering to go on deck and by eating salt beef, covered with
mustard, that I soon became well. As my health amends my spirits rise,
and I am rather diverted at the difficulties we meet with at dinner, when,
in gpite of all care, the dishes are often tossed to every corner of the room
The ship not having sufficient ballast makes her roll so unreasonably. 1
think I have great merit in beginning to write to you this early, in spite of
rough weather. The children (Francis and Sophia) are well, but never
appear to be safe except when in their cots, for the nurses are much indis
posed and have very indifferent sea legs. I am learning to walk on deck,
but cannot yet do it without leaning on the arm of a gentleman. Capt
Murray, who has been in France, plays at reverse, the French card game,
with us. Sophia's amusement is seeing the poultry on deck, where a little
midshipman carries her every day. The wind has for several days driven
us to the southward of our course. It begins to blow hard again, so I
must retire to my cot

Wed. 6th—Calm. Went five knots an hour.

Thur. 6th—Went six knots an hour

Fri. Tth—We saw porpoises

Sat. 8th—Calm and fine. It is expected we shall see the Azores or
Western Isles to-morrow night

Sun. 9th—Hot and fine, We rose from dinner at three o'clock to see
a ship pass. She was the “ Minerva,” of London, from New York to Malaga,
a Spanish port on the Mediterranean. I admired the sight as she sailed
close to us. She did not give any intelligence. At 10 p.m. an island was
seen

Mon. 10th—Fine, very hot. The heat was so excessive I could not
sleep, and rose at 6 o'clock to look at the island, which was Corvo, the
most northerly of the Azores. The mist presently dispersing, we saw
Flores, the westernmost island of the Azores, where, in 1591, Sir Richard
Grenville, in a small man-of-war, the “ Revenge,” held at bay fifteen
Spanish warships till his own was but a wreck. The atmosphere far
from clear. Corvo is extremely high land, lat. 39, Corvo S.S.E., 3 leagues.

Coll. Simcoe has been reading “ L'Histoire Generale de la Nouvelle
France,” by Francois Xavier Charlevoix, the French Jesuit traveller, who
twice visited Canada and sailed down the Mississippi to New Orleans,
and who says that Corvo was discovered by a Portuguese, who found it
uninhabited, but saw an equestrian statue on a pedestal, of what metal
made he knew not; but there was an inscription on it which was not
legible. The right hand of the finger pointed to the west.

The Western Isles are inhabited by Portuguese, who are fond of buy-
ing black clothes whenever ships call there, which they frequently do to
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ROUGIH WEATHER AT SEA

take in water, and which we should have done had not the lateness of
the season in which we quitted England made it necessary not to lose an
hour on the passage, as we are doubtful of reaching Quebec before the
St. Lawrence is filled with ice

I should have liked to have gone on shore here, as the climate is said
to be delightful and the islands abounding in grapes, oranges, melons,
chestnuts, et No boats came to us with fruits, and they rarely fish
beyond their harbour on account of the heavy squalls to which the coast
is subject, which endangers their being blown out to sea From the
description of the islands I would like to make a voyage here instead of
going to Tunbridge Wells (in England) or other watering places, where
people frequently tire or weary themselves. The scheme would be more
enlarged, and 1 believe much more amusing. Being at sea in good weather
is delightful, and there is no occasion to execute such a voyage in the
equinoxial season

Tues. 11th—Wind light, very hot and contrary A ship on her lar-
board tack was seen last night; we, being on the starboard, did not speak
with her. I rose this morning at three o'clock and looked at the constel
lation of Orion and its stars in great brightness. The heat is excessively
oppressive, though we have the windows open all night

Wed. 12th—I copied some prints of ships Capt. Murray lent me An
American vessel was seen

Thurs. 13th—Fine A sail passed this morning, supposed to be an
English 44 guns. At noon a Portuguese vessel was seen

Fri. 14th—Very hard gale this morning. The sea ran mountains
high. I sat on deck and saw the men reefing the sails. Their situation
appeared tremendous Mr Jjenge, the Purser, gave Coll. Simcoe an
account of his having been twice wrecked on the 14th October, which made
him rather distrust his safety on this anniversary He was on the *“ Deal
Castle” when she and seventeen ships were lost on the Spanish main
She was carried by a violent gale of wind over a high rock, and struck
on the sands. At two in the morning her bottom stove in, but she did not
sink till after daylight, when all the men except seventeen got on shore
on rafts, The account of such perils during such weather was not very
amusing to us

Nori On the 10th of October, 1780, a dreadful hurricane com
menced on the island of Barbadoes, and continued without inter-
mission for forty-eight hours. Ships were driven from their anchors,
the capital of the island was destroyed, and the inhabitants were
compelled to take refuge in cellars. Many were killed by falling
buildings, and on the following day there was not a house in the
island that had escaped damage, many of them were levelled to the
ground, and the loss of life amounted to thousands. Many of the
ghips moored at St. Lucia were driven out to sea. The “Androm-
eda,” 28 guns, and the “Deal Castle,” 24 guns, were lost on the
coast of Martinique, while the “Thunderer,” among other vessels,
was never heard of again, and the exact place of their loss was never

ascertained.

Sat. 15th—Wind N.W.. cold, hard gale. This hard gale did not cool
the cabins, which had been so extremely heated; I was, therefore, glad to
be on deck to get rid of the headache, notwithstanding the weather was
s0 rough that 1 was obliged to hold fast by a cannon. The waves, rising
like mountains, have the grandest and most terrific appearance, and when
the ship dashes with violence into the sea, much as a chaige in the
act of overturning, it is surprising that she rights again. I viewed this
tempestuous scene with astonishment

)
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DIARY OF MRS. SIMCOE

Sun. 16th—A very stiff gale. Fine weather makes me very happy,
but when it blows hard this abode is certainly horrid bevond the imagina-
tion of those who have not experienced it. The noises on board a ship,
till one becomes accustomed to them, almost deprive one of one's senses;
in bad weather they are doubled; every place wet and dirty, besides being
bruised by sudden motions of the ship and half drowned by leaks in the
cabin. The gale has to-day been stiff and contrary. Two days since we
expected to have been ere this catching cod on the banks of Newfound-
land, and now we are far off. Those who are of a sanguine temper think
we may get to New York; others foresee that we shall be driven to Bar-
badoes, where we must pass the winter, and in May sail for Antigua to
refit

Coll. Simcoe is the only person who supposes it possible to reach
Quebec. It will be so late before we come into the River St. Lawrence
that the pilots will probably have quitted the Isle of Bic, an island in the
river near Rimouski, below Quebec, and the master of the “ Triton"”
cannot carry her up without a pilot In this case we must return to the
Gulph, and the season being too severe to keep in a northern latitude, we
must steer for Barbadoes, and there shall meet with millions of those
black beetles I so much detest, those verdaderos ninos deponomon
lizards, centipedes and scorpions besides: Desdichada de mi que tengo de
ayer? (1 miserable, what have I of yesterday?)

After being amused during the day by a description of those vile
reptiles, the evening proved so rough and dismal that everybody sat
melancholy and unoccupied. I learnt a hymn in the Spectator, happening
to open the book where there was one applicable to our present situation.

I then sat myself down to copy pictures of ships, and by perseverance
and determined opposition to unfavourable circumstances I finished six
pretty correctly, My cot striking against the side of the cabin most un-
comfortably, Coll. Simcoe thought of the method used by the ancients to
lessen the force of battering rams by hanging up feather beds to receive
them. This device made the cot slide up and down very easily.

Nore.—Addison’s Spectator—the first number of this periodical
was published in March, 1711, and the last on the 20th December,
1714. The Spectator newspaper was not published till 1828,

Mon. 17th—We saw porpoises.

Tues. 18th—A pleasant morning. At 12 a sudden gale of wind arose,
and while I was engaged in a game of Piquet, the French card game much
played in England, with Capt. Murray, a lee lurch threw me to the side of
the cabin against the fender. I was vexed at the accident, though not
hurt, having piqued myself on having been so expert as always to have
avoided falling.

Wed. 19th—A brig seen. A shag (or green cormorant) with a red
bill was seen. Wind variable.

Thurs. 20th—Wind moderate. We are 130 leagues from Newfound-
land. This distance we have kept these last five days. 1 began to draw
a map of the Genesee River, New York State—falls into Lake Ontario.

Nore.—Mrs. Simcoe was very fond of drawing maps.  One of her
maps of Upper Canada, about four feet square, is preserved at Wol-
ford. It is very accurately drawn.

Fri. 21st—Very hard gale. A tempestuous night It rained upon
my bed, but a thick greatcoat covered me, and I slept well. This ship
is 2 good sea boat, but so leaky in her upper works that the floor of my
cabin is scarcely ever dry, and the baize with which it is covered retains
the wet., Therefore, I always wear clogs. Some shrouds were lost in
this gale of wind
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MRS. SIMCOE’S LOVE OF BIRD LIFE

Sat. 22nd—N.E. hard gale

Sun. d—Wind N.E. Whales seen near the ship, and many birds,
which are signs of being in soundings, though none can be obtained. As
the sun has not been seen for some days no observation can be taken, and
the compass is so bad a one that it traverses to all points in a gale of
wind, so that the Master knows not where we are, or, in bad weather, what
course we are going

Mon. 24th—Wind N.E. Cold and clear. Number of gulls and shear-
waters and Mother Carey's chickens flyving about They are a brown
bird with white spots
pretty and rather larger
than a sparrow, a storm
petrel, a little bird which
frequents this part of the
Atlantic. The shearwater
is a bird measuring 15
inches in length, 31 inches
in breadth. It has a black
and yellow bill, white
under wings and body,
back and tail black, found on waters all over the world. Mother Carey is

A SNowBIRD

(From a Drawing by Mrs. Simeo

Mater Cara. The birds are called * Sailors'" friend; their appearance
portends bad weather. To kill them is unlucky Each bird is supposed,
so legend says, to contain a soul of a dead sailor. At 12 o'clock we were
in 75 fathoms of water. Cod, haddock and halibut were caught A very

cold night and rained into my cot

Tues. 256th—N.W. wind excessive. No soundings since 12 last night.
It is extraordinary to be out of them so soon It is hoped we shall keep
clear of Sable Island, 30 leagues east of Nova Scotia, which is frequently
enveloped in fog, and, therefore, very dangerous. No trees grow on it, but
there is plenty of wood from the frequent wrecks that are driven on its
shores. It abounds with rats, snipe, and so forth

Wed. 26th—Wind N.W. So extremely cold that I could not stay on
deck without a fleecy, hosiery greatcoat on; a bird like a linnet and a
crossbill alighted on the
T ing. It was out of the
reach of land. I hoped to
have kept it in my cabin
but it soon died This
bird is about the size of a
lark and 7 inches in
length. It has a peculiar
bill, the upper and under

A CROSSBILL, mandibles curve in oppo-
(From a Drawing by Mrs, Simecoe ) site directions and cross

each other at the points
Its eyes are hazel, and its general colour reddish mixed green, but these
birds are sometimes rose colour or yellowish green

Thurs. 27th—Wind moderate. A beautiful owl, olive colour, with
white spots and black about his face, was caught to-day. He was not
larger than a thrush and not wild; also a bird the size of a lark.

Fri. 28th—Wind N.E. A fine morning, and we fortunately made the
Isle of Sable, thirteen leagues N., only 8% fathoms water, before 12 o'clock,
when a very thick fog came on

Nore.—Sable Island is a small island off Nova Scotia, first
sighted by Cabot in 1497, situated in the Atlantic Ocean, lying 110
miles southeast of Cape Canso, lat. 43° 58" N., long. 59 16" W. It is
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deep, low and sandy, about 25

miles in length and surrounded by
shoals and sandbanks, and known as “the ocean graveyard.” In 1791
it was forty miles long; in 1890 it had been reduced to 25 miles.

Cape Sable Island is the southwesternmost extremity of Nova Scotia
and is frequently confused with Sable Island.

28th, p.m.—If it blow hard until to-morrow we hope to go through the
Gut or Strait of Canso, a beautiful passage between Nova Scotia and Cape
Jreton from the Atlantic Ocean into Northumberland Strait, between
high, rocky shores, and the shortest way to the Gulf of St, Lawrence. 1
am now reconciled to being at sea I am well enough to work, write or
draw; and sailing at the rate of 10 miles an hour without fatigue or
trouble (which in this good weather is the case) is very pleasant, 1
should like to embark in summer, see various coasts, look into the har-
bours, and pass two or three months in this way. For example, come to
Spanish River, on the Cape Breton Coast, where we hope shortly to be,
and 1 am told is a pretty place, and I hope to visit Mrs. McCormick, wife
of Lieut.-Col. McCormick, governor of the island of Cape Breton, to-morrow

Nore.—Spanish River is known to-day as Sydney Harbour.

Sat. 29th—Wind N.W. The wind against our going through the Gut
of Canso At § to-day we saw the coast of Nova Scotia. At 12 observed
White Island, east of Liscomb Harbour We saw American schooners
The white sails appeared very pretty to us who had been so long without
seeing any objects, and the breakers along the coast, contrasted with some
dark shores, had a good effect. We saw the Gut of Canso at a distance
At 4 we saw at the south end of Cape Breton, Richmond Island, so called
in some charts, in others Isle Madame. We were very near it. It is a bold,
perpendicular, dark red rock, shaded almost to black, and covered with pine,
which looks richer than oak, and the conic shape when in maps looks
well. Some .arge blasted pine, quite white, had a wild, fine effect. At
the end of this island are rocks under water, which form fine breakers,
dashing up a great height and sinking beneath the blue tide. A little dis-
tance from Richmond lies Green Island, a small, low, smooth, olive-coloured
slip of land south of Isle Madame, Behind Richmond island is Arichat
Harbour, on the west coast of Isle Madame, off the southern coast of Cape
Breton, from whence we saw a schooner coming. Within half an hour she
came up with us, but could not pilot us into Arichat harbour, or we should
have anchored safely there and waited for an E. wind to carry us thro’ the
Gut of Canso, the passage between Nova Scotia and Cape Breton Island

Coll. Simcoe quotes “there is a tide in the affairs of men,” and says
our losing the opportunity of going thro' the Gut of Canso makes him, for
the first time, doubtful of reaching Quebec. He is particularly disappointed
at not seeing this passage, as his father, Capt. John Simcoe, R.N., of the
“ Pembroke,” proposed to the Admiralty to carry large ships through it,
and would have gained much time by so doing. This advantage was lost,
as his proposal was objected to by the officers, who were afrald to risk the
passage. We are now beating about, not making much way or venturing
to make more sail than will carry us 5 knots an hour during this night,
lest we get among the numerous breakers hereabouts

Sun, 30th—Wind W., clear and cold. Passed louisbourg at seven this
morning. Coll. Simcoe was very sorry he had not seen that harbour, so
often mentioned in his father’'s papers. At ten we passed the Isle de
Scatari, Lat. 46, long. 59, 45 W,, off Cape Breton (near the entrance to Miré
Bay). Then saw Cape Breton. At eleven made Flint Island and Cape
Percé (north of Miré Bay) We passed Spanish River at 6 in the evening
I did not see it. Gov. McCormick lives there, and has a brig in which he
goes to England
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OFF CAPE BRETON COAST
NOTi

Flint Island is east of Cape Breton between North and
South

Head at the entrance of Cow Bay.
Governor Macormick, of Cape Breton, was appointed to that office
October 11th, 1787, as successor to Des Barres

. and in September of
the lollowing

vear, entertained at Svdnev, the capital, Prince Wil

llam Henry (alterwards William 1V.). who had

his yacht the “Andromeda.”

May, 1795 e was a

frequently at Wolford
Mon. 31st—Wind N.E. Snow At eleven we passed Niganiche (Nig

anish) Island, off the east coast of Cape Breton, near Middle Head At 12
Cape Nord, the N.E. extremity of the island of Cape Breton,

arrived there in
Governor Macormick resigned o

personal friend of Governor Simeo

and was

which is

IsLAND oF ExTry, 1791
(f w a Draw 1 by Mrs, St

broken into rifts and chasms, a very bold coast. There

was a good deal
of snow on the trees, and as it was still falling, together with fog, I saw
but little. It had a wild appearance Lat. 47
abounds with ducks

long. 42% This place
Nore.—In Bayfield’s Admiralty charts Inganish Island is situated
north of Middle Head, between North Bay and South Bay, lat.
16° 50 on east coast of Cape DBreton. It |

i= sometimes spelled
“Inconish.”

Tues. November 1st—Wind N.W,. Cold
about the centre of the Gulf of St
in summer frequented by sea cows

We saw the Magdalen Islands
Lawrence, They are uninhabited, and
There is good duck shooting on them,
and codfish near them, for which purpose an American schooner is now
at anchor off one of them. At 12 saw Amherst Island, the south isiand
of the Magdalen group, and afterwards to the north and east the Isle
Entry, another of the group

Wed. 2nd—Wind N.W., very cold I

saw Amherst Island in another
point of view;

also Deadman's Isle, which appears in shape like a ram
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Nore.—Deadman’s Island is a small island to the west of the

Magdalen group. In a French map of 1755 by Vangoudy, the island
is eiven as “lsle de Corps Mort.”

'} Wed. 2nd—We met the * Liberty,” of Whitby,
{ | bound to Portsmouth from Miscou (Misco) Har-
h bour, in Miscou Island, at the entrance to the

/ Bay of Chaleur, laden with plank. The “Liberty”

/1 | informed us that the *“ Alligator,” with Lord

g l Dorchester on board, had put into Halifax the

< N § Tth of September, having sprung her bowsprit,

and the “ Penelope " was nearly being lost at the

. same time. Capt. Murray sent a boat on board

—— the * Liberty,” with letters for England. During

THE " LIBERTY the time we lay to, several codfish were caught

(From a drawing by I like the chowder made of them very much
Mrs, 8 ) Coll. Simcoe has the gout in his hand

NoTE.—Guy Carleton, who was created first' Baron Dorchester
in 1786, served in America from 1758 to 1762, and from 1766 to
1770, was acting Governor of Quebec [iu:H
his return to England in 1770, he advocated the
passing of the Quebee Act and in 1775 returned

as Governor of that province. For five months
he successfully defended Quebec against  the
Americans, and in October of the same year,
1776, defeated them on Lake Champlain In
1782-3 he was Commander-in-Chief in America
\s Governor he resided in Quebee from 1786

to 1791, and as Governor-General from 1793 to
July, 1796, when he returned to England.

Fri. 4th—Wind N.E Dreadful gale and snow _____J

storm: several men frost bit during the last night
which was the worst weather we have had I'he
ship pitched her forecastle under water continually In the morn
ing the Isle Bonaventure, just north-east and opposite the Percé Rock,
on the Gaspé coast, was seen, but the wind being contrary they tacked all
day and lost ground. We were under single reef courses the whole day
Coppers, or kettles from the ship's galley, are kept boiling night and day
to thaw the tackle and ropes, which are continually freezing. The sailors
have no clothing more than they would have on a West India voyage, and
suffer severely. Had we been 8 leagues more to the northward, this wind
would have served to carry us up the St. Lawrence River

Sat. 5th—Wind N.W.,, moderate. N.W. during the day, but at night the
wind came S.W., and we ran our course at the rate of 8 knots an hour
Isle Bonaventure was seen again

Sun. 6th—Wind N.W. Passed Cap des Rosiers north of Cap Gaspé,
in fine weather, but at 12 o'clock a most heavy gale of wind came on, which
lasted till 12 at night, the highest sea and the roughest weather we have
had. Two reefs in the foresail. Tacked all day and lost much ground.
If this weather continues many hours we cannot weather it, but must be
blown out of the river and go to New York, if we can, more probably to
be blown to the West Indies, the men being so disabled by the frost and so
many on the sick list that there are not enough to work the ship against
adverse winds. The dinner overset, the tea things broke, but I eat broth
without spilling it

Lord DORCHESTER

Ho




PILOT BOARDS “THE TRITON ™

Mon. 7th—Wind moderate. Saw Anticosti Island. It's
in the estuary of the St. Lawrence.

Tues. Sth—Wind moderate, NW,, hard frost and clear. We saw part

of the coast called in the chart Les Vallees, two rivers in Gaspé County
falling into the Gulf of St. Lawrence,

a large island

Tacked all day and made some way.

e Valley” in chart of Gulf of St.

Lawrence published by Robert Saver, London, 1st August, 1785.
|

Nore.—(Called “Great and Litt]

Wed. 9th—N.E. Clear and moderate Saw Mons. Camille and Riviére

Matane.
Note.—Mount Camille, in Rimouski C'ounty, is one of the
mountains in Quebee, being about four thousand feet in height

River Matane, also in Rimouski Countv, rises in the Shicl

Mountains and falls into the Gulf of St. Lawrenc

ISLAND OF ANTICOSTI.

(F t Drawing by Mrs, S

I walked two hours on the deck this afternoon, and saw a fine sunset
behind Bique (Bic), a village in Rimouski County, near Rimouski. When
we came within sight of Bique, Capt. Murray fired a gun for a pilot, and
one very soon after the signal came on board He had arrived from
Isle aux Coudres (or Hazel Island, 17 leagues N.E. of Quebec) this day to
attend a dance at Bique, which latter place he had quitted a week before,
not expecting any ships from England at so late a season. To-morrow he
would have returned to Coudres, and we must have left the river for
want of a pilot. Our arrival this day was, therefore, most fortunate.
I copied some of Des Barres' charts this morning. The wind was so fair
that all the sails were set, even the sky scrapers, and the ship went so
steadily that I did not feel any motion.

Nore.—Bie, or Sainte Cecile de Bic, is a post-village of Rimouski
County, about a hundred and eight miles below Quebec City and
nine miles west of Rimouski.

There is an island opposite this village

three miles in length and three-quarters of a mile in breadth called

According to tradition two hundred
51

Bie or IIslet au Massacre.




I'HE DIARY OF MRS. SIMCOE

Micmacs Indians were dered her w o the | :
hundred years ago. The place i s0 called Bicque and Bie

Joseph Frederie Wallet d
1722, e was the descendant of the Protestant

hranch of a noble French

wias horn i”

to England after the rey {
Nantes.  In 1756 he embarked, as licutenant, in
the 6Oth Regiment of Foot for America. From

1784-17% Des Barres was Lieutenant-Governor
of the (‘ape Breton, and in 1785 founded
Svidney i ranked in the army as (‘olonel
(Brevet) from 1st January, 1798, and retired
Dis BARRES n 1803 \ large part of the Maritime Provinces

re surveved by Des Barres and many of the
hest maps ol tl eriod were made by m e was Captain (look’s

teacher 1n na 11101 His deat Halifax, N.S n

October, 1824, at the age of 102

Thur 10th—N.E Rain and mild. We saw three ships on their way
zland anchored off the Brandy Pots Islands, N.E. of Hare Islands
Hare Island and the Kamouraska Islands. 1 feel the air much
since we have been so near land We expect to be at Quebec in

the night. The Island of Orleans (N.E. of Quebec) reaches from nearly

opposite Cape Tourmenté to within a le: and a half of Quebe« It is
seven leagues in length and three in width, As Baron Jean de la Hontan
writes in his ** Voyages dans 1"Amerique Septentrionale” (published in

1704), *“north of the Isle of Orleans the river divides into two branches;”
the ships sail through the south, the north channel being foul with shoals
and rocks




CHAPTER VI

' GOVERNOR AND (IS FAMII

Y IN QUEBEC,

th. ‘ (9
- to 1 { | N I
( )kt | (

Fri. 11th—I expr 1 so much concern to quit t ship it Capt
Murray said he was almost afraid to di m shore, lest 1 ould order the
ship unde weigh to sail « v further voyvage I'he [ on inchored
it Quebec at one this morning At 7 1 looked out of the cabin window
and saw t covered with snow, and it rained the whole d Coll
Simcos Murray dined with General Alured Clar e 1
Governor, administrator, to meet H.R.H. Prince Edward

NoTE.~—Sir Charles Alured Clarke had a lo e (i ed
n tarv career When fourteen entered the armv as an ensien
Seventy-thre vears later. on tl \ccessior
William I\ e was made a I mars I
d 1 in Sentembe 1832 ~ \lured w QG
ernor of Jamaica from 1782-90, when he was
transferred to the staff at Quehec. He was swi
n as Lieutenant-Governor of the Pro

Quebee, Sth of October, 1790,

commission as  Lieutenant-Governor of TLower
Canada, September 12th, 1791, and remained in
office until January 21:t, 1796, During the

two
y al n P ' ) ] ftor v ¢
VOArs hsen 0 O rehest he ¢ d as ~ .
Jedl absence vl ‘lH‘l Dorchester, I‘h,] A5 ik ALURED CLARKE.
administrator of the provinee Subsequently 1
ecame  Governor-General of India and Iater Commander-in-Chief

of the forces ther

Edward Augustus was the fourth son of George IIT. and the
father of Queen Victoria. He was not liked by his parent and spent
most of hiz time in military =ervic |

e abroad. For a while he was in
command of the 7th Roval Fusiliers at Gibraltar and at once showed
353




DIARY OF MRS, SIMCOE
imsell a thorough martinet, and became o unpopular with his
men that he was sent to Canada in 1791, 'hree vears later he
served in Martinique and St. Lucia, but on the close of operations

returned to Canada. In 1799 several promotions
came his way. He was made Duke of Kent, and
Commander-in-Chief of the forces in British
North America. In 1802 he was appointed Gov-

ernor of Gibraltar In July, 1818, he married

Victoria May Louisa, widow of Enrich Charles,

Prince of Leiningen Eichteen months later he

lied.,

I'he Tt Recgiment or Roval Fusiliers wa

formed 1n 1685 In 1773 the proceeded  to

(Canada and were stationed Queln \lont ‘

and St. John’s. When Quebee was hesieged
Prixce Epwagrnp Montgome nd Arnold, the garrison, of

] { nen ol the | 1sthiers ftormed part, defendq |
the place with firmness and intrepidit I'he regiment fonght d
ine the War of the Revolution I'hev returned to England in 1783,
on conclusion of the treaty of peac In Mav, 1791, the regiment
Was again in mder the command of Prince E Vo
n 1799 was Duke of Kent In 1801 the Duke was 1
moved to the Roval Regiment, and was succeeded i the
colonel w o Lieutenant-Governor Sir Aured Clarke, from the Hth
Foot, who had commanded the Fusiliers during a great part of the
\merican wai In 1810, the regiment, which was stationed in the

|
West Indies, returned to England

Fri. 11th—I was not disposed to leave the ship to enter so dismal
looking a town Quebec appeared throt the mist, sleet and rain, but
at 6 o'clock Lt. Talbot went ashore with me, and General Clarke's covered
carriole, a small chaise on runners instead of wheels, was ready to carry
me to the Inn in the Upper Town, to which we ascended an immensely
steep hill through streets ill built. The snow was not deep enough to
enable the carriole to run smoothly, so that I was terribly shaken, and
formed a v unpleasant idea of the town which 1 had come to, and the
dismal appearance of the old-fashioned inn 1 arrived at, which, I could
suppose, resembled my idea of a Flemish house, was not preposessing
My rooms were all on the first floor and a large Kitchen adjoining the
gitting room. I did not suffer from cold, for it was heated by poils o1
stoves, which were so well supplied with wood that I found it sometimes
necessary to open the finettes, or sliding panes of glass in the windows
[ met with fine .partridges and excellent apples called Roseaux, pink
throughout, and they had a flavour of strawberries—a very early apple,
and they do not keep.

Sun. 13th—Capt. Murray sailed for Halifax. I sent letters to England
by a merchant vessel. 1 was amused by seeing dogs of all sizes drawing
traineaux or sleds with wood. Mastiffs draw loads of provisions, and very
small dogs carrioles, with children in them

Fri. 18th—I walked with Coll. Simcoe to Cape Diamond and
citadel, which is fortified by many works, and from whence there
grand view of the town, shipping and distant mountains as far as Cap
Tourmenté, near the mouth of the river. The inhabited country near
Quebec is embellished by the villages of Montmorency at the Falls, Charles

saw the
a very
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DIARY OF MRS. SIMCOE
Mo t [ went to a concert, nd afterwards 1 dan it the
Fusiliers' Barracks
N o1 I'he 1 cors’ Dan ( | site ol the resent
City Hall, Q
ues. 290t [ supped at Major Stewart of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery, and met Mrs. P. V. (full na not in MSS.), the most unpleasing

woman I have seen in this place is just arrived from London
NorE.—Major John Stewart became lLicuie Colonel of the
reciment 1 13793
Wed. 30th—St. Andrew Da e dined i Dr. Mabane
at Woodfield, near Quebe« He was 11 on, ca into ¢ Coun
cil at Quebe Lna d money, and lived what is called mos ospitabl
far bevond his fortune

N 01 Ju ¢ Ndam Mabane w nemben [ 1 t Executi

Council of Quebee (17575) Ile at one time resided at Woo
| \ Al = | I'( 1 (
1 “' el | Vias an ¢« Nt mangion and ru
v laid out estate. In 1646, the Company of N
France owned the esiate surrounding Woodfield
\fter va 1s owners it passed in 1731 into the
wands of Monseigneur l'«:nwn!_ Bishop ol Samos,
who built the dwelling house. He wq onsecrated
Bishop of Samos in 1726, and evidently cave the
name of the diocese to the house ]::1', he was
made Bishop of Quebee, having been for three
vears coadjutor to Monseigneur Duplessgiz-Morna
In 1763, the land on which the house stood was
conceded by the Quebee Seminary to Thomas
JUDGE MABANI \inslie, who renamed the dwelling “Woodfield.”

and in 1769, Judge Adam Mabane acquired it
e died in 1792, and his sister Miss Isabella Mabane bought it in
1794, holding it until 1805, when it was purchased by the late
ITonorable Matthew Bell, who in 1816 sold it to Mr. Will

iam
Sheppard.

I'he original house was built on the brow of the hill overlooking
the St. Lawrence. It was of stone, one storey high, peaked roof, after
the style of architecture which prevailed in those days, something
the same as that of the manor house at Beauport. Judge Mabane

made many alterations, adding a second storey and two pavilion
wings connected with the house by corridors. In 1775-6, it was used
as an hospital for American soldiers. In December, 1842, the house
was destroyed by fire and a new residence built by Mr., Sheppard.
In 1847 Woodfield was =old to Mr. Thomas Gibb, who exchanged it
with his brother, Mr. James Gibb. In 1879, the estate was sold
a site for a rural cemetery

The information concerning Samos is from an excellent paper
written by P. B. Casgrain, K.C., Clerk of Cirenit Court, Quebee, and
presented to the Roval Society of Canada in 1906.

ab




VISITS SURVEYOR-GENERAL HHOLLAND

Thurs t I \

1 wr da | i1lked near mil to
Major Holland's, Surveyor-General, where [ saw some fine prints of Italy
and Mount Vesuviu
Observing that e stoves a nerally heated to an exce legree
1 wa old that in is hous | ver ilways modera I looked
Fahrenheit's ermone in the roo ind it was 74 | 1 1t it
had been S( t Chief Ja Smith's a W evening 120
b , /
ST P s
'ne ResipeExce KNowN ASs
P t Dra P B«
Nore.—Maj Samuel Holland was horn 1
ecelving < mi "

education there and in Holland,
e entered the Army as Lieutenant of Artiller

and served some time on

e C'ontinent In 1756
Vas promote to a captaineyv and 1 the follow
ng 1 Was appoint ide-de amp to Gienera \
\
Wolli He took part i the expedition ralnst

Louishourg and was engineer-in-chief with Wolf
‘|w\.‘w:¢1w~‘|!1"‘:‘ ) \¢ rding to some c¢1

e stood near Wolfe when that officer fel In1l

163
Holland was appointed Survevor-General o Quebed
and Director of Surveys in British Nort \merica,
and also a member of the Council, Quebec.  Many
of the manus ript plans in the Dominion Archiy
ire signed by him.  During his stay in Quebec, .

; g " 11 SURV.-GEN, HOLLAND
Prince Edward paid Holland many visits at his old

mansion on the Ste. Fove Road. He married Marie Josephte Rolet,

by whom he had “i,‘l,l children, the \HA\I. Colonel John F. Hol-

land, being the first British subject born on Prince Edward Island. {
The only living erandson of the Survevor-General is Augustus . C. {
Holland (son of Frederiec Beaham Holland), of Wal
N.S. A. E. Holland, of St. Eleanor’s, P.E.L,

|
{
Jdeanor’s, is a great-grand |

i
: : - il
con through his father, Samuel Holland, Jr.. while Miss Marion

we  Bridge,
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field, to 1 on Dr. Mabane's st It is three mil from Quebec, a
eautiful situation a ! voods, on the steep and high banks of the St
l.awrence ind w 1 from Wolf Cov he 0 vhere Wolf
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CANADIAN CARRIOLE.
I t Dra ] S
N\NoOTl “Sans Bruit.” on the Ste. Fov Road. was boueht by Colonel
Murray, a nephew of General Murray, and named *Sans Bruit,”
which means “without noise.”™ It pears that on one occasion the

(‘olonel wrote to a merchant in the Lower Town asking him to send
him a list of articles, and at the foot of the letter he wrote “Sans
Bruit, 1 June.” The merchant, thinking that this was simply a
caution to him to deliver the goods without noise, arrived at the
house at night and as secretly as possible. The Colonel heard the
disturbance at the door, and discovered that the merchant was doing
hiz hest to call attention to his presence with the least noise possible
Explanations were given, but the merchant still thought that “Sans
Druit” was simply a word of caution, and could not possibly be the
name of a residence

Rev. Philip Tosev was appointed rector of the parish of Quebed
in 1786. He was the second authorized Protestant minister in the
ity and was also Ecclesiastical Commissary for the Fastern Dis-
trict,



GOVERNOR

Fri. 2nd—We

SIMOCO]

LEAVIES

FoR

MONTRI

AL

dined at Belmont, four mile rom Quebec,
well's, a very indifferent house in appearance, but comfortable
nearly fainted with the heat t} evening, and was told it Fahren
eit thermometer in this drawing-room evening been at 100, 1
eat part of a1 iffe, a bird between a ro0se¢ (the outarde) and a
tame on It was much better 1an the tame go I found it so cold
oming hom fter suppe n a covered carriole that 1 wore one of the
fencing masl lined w fur w 1 Capt. Stevenson gave me
N\ o1 | ( ¢ 1 1 ( Ste. To
Road. O 1t hie \fte
passing through difl 1 ) I
urable (lole et ( \ Q) (
General Wolfe."in 1359, e settled in Queb e col
(e eld the Pro | a I
) [ slat ( In 130 )
Genera the Provi ( ) ('ald t 1 | ( ch
\ | n 1798 1 SO 1 181
¥
‘\
.\
/
/
I ! ]
Durine the vears that followed the p ert) 15 OW1 different
parties until the late manager of the Beaupo \ meht it
and it 18 now a private sanitarium, known the “*Belmont Retreat.’
Sat. 3rd—Coll. Simcoe set out for Montreal, accompanied by Capt
Stevenson I'hey wore large beaver coats, and the carriole was filled with
buffalo skins. 1 copied some views of Italy that Major Holland lent me.
\NoTl [ find mention of Captain Stevenson in a letter of General
Simecoe, dated 6th September, 1791, Simeoe refers to Captain Stev-
enson in these words: ‘1 ha recommend him to the office of
Deputy Quarter-Master General, to relinquigh the idea of 1 inine
his regiment till tl ng, and to accompany me to Quebee, not
thinkine 1t fittin \ espect to the commission wl h T am
honoured that if T should be blown off the St. L awrend nto an
American port that T should arnm t unattended nd in case
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SIMCOE

wersonal accident that those whom I value more than life would
he without a protector.”
Sun. 4th—Mrs. Tosey, wife of

the military chaplain, carried
church in a carriole like

m to
narrow coach, which, from its le

,was much

easier than those usually used, but too heavy for one horse to draw with
ease, therefore seldom used
Mon. Ht A thaw to-day: the air raw and cold, and the roads full of

cahots L word used in Quebec for the holes and pits made on the snow

RuiNs oF INTENDANT'S Panack, Quesee, 1791,

(From an Engraving in the Dominion Arvehives, Ottawa. )

roads—makes driving very jolty;
a party from driving 8 miles
here to make parties to dine
They often c:

but it did not deter Prince Edward and
to the village of Lorette. It is the custom
in the country at a distance of ten miles.
'ry a cold dinner, and return to a dance in the evening,

L
O



MRS, SIMCOE DESCRIBES

0Ol
!l

DN 3 X

ind this in the severe weather, which seems as much relished

English as the Canadians. Their partners must be very agreeable,
could never have liked these parties
of Major Watson

A slight shock of an
evening. Quebec is divided into Upper and Lower town
inhabited by the merchants for ti

* they

irthquake was felt in Saint lLoui

Street this

1e convenience of the harbour

ind quays
They have spacious hous three stori high, built of dark stone, but
the streets are narrow and gloor In suburbs of St. Fov are ruins
of the Intendant's Palace, which was a large building I upper
town is more airy and pleasant, though houses in general are less
N o1 Ste. Fo t form of sp ne has been use w o the
\bhé S t ) ind 1 11 nal do o1 W\ he I'alm
filled the ( Intendant, he el | 1 ¢ Palais
18 1671 | n \ ¢ a new ¢ 1n t
— S—

—

Tue Forr axp Cuareav St. Lovls, QUEBEC.
( Engra the Domis 1rel Ottawa
country, did not prove as profitable as expected. Thereupon the
Intendant made the building his residence, and the Superior

il, when first established

Council held its sittings there. The Coun
held its sittings in a house called the “Palais™ at the corner of
the Place d’Armes and St. Louis Street, on the very spot, in fact,
where the present Court House stands.  Talon’s

brewery was de-
stroyed by fire in the night of the

5th January, 17
was erected the splendid building of the

3. On 1tg ruins
Intendant’s Palace, of
speak in terms of admiration. It was
almost entirely demolished during the siege of 1759. At the present
day a large brewery stands on the ruins of the Intendant’s Palace,

which Kalm and Charlevoix

and thus the site is restored to its former use.

Mon. 5th—The Chateau, the residence of the Governor, just above the
lower town, contains some very good rooms built by Sir Frederick Haldi-
mand. The situation is very high, and commands a most noble prospect

61

I drank tea with Mrs. Watson, wife

The latter is
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down the ri ['he old iteau is in a ruinous ite, but it is used for
public offices, and convenient for the Governor as being so near his own

residence that there is only a courtyard between them

NoTi ( i | | t Fort St | | In
vear 1o it l el | npan f New
Fran . { ! ( \ ence 1n
Quehi | 1 )" [ 1 | ( hateau
8 I ( 0 Iy f IFort,
( 1 n ( )
M M ( St
) { t in ity it
[ St
St | [ ( I'l
1 OV( I's ( by 1
1 (
1 ( { 1 In
\ ne the Vil { ( 11
n ! 1 Maltes
4 . Iy F —
Ontre ’ {
G616 164% { \ nally
lat ] | vas
. led ) n emorate 1 { .
Fin l:::lﬂwlt\\‘\l 2 onn " which tha Hart Bt Touls Bastlen
S na ( 1616 and 1617 The
Lot 1= RN { ( ( | |
Ldimgy Haldimand Ca | 1 on ot <11 f
the present Chatea ind subsequent ) | nee
to the hotel known as the Chateau Frontenac. The ( m St
Lonis in 1694-8 and another storev added in 1811, Tt
was des fire in 1831, Sir Frederick Haldimand lived there
from 1 f

Wed. Tth—Gen'l. Clarke's servant threw himself from the Chateau
into the Lower Town, some hundred feet, without breaking a bone or
being killed. T received a letter from Coll. Simcoe, who travelled in the
carriole to Three Rivers, 100 miles, where he found the river open, and
was oblige

d to cross it in a boat and proceed the remaining 100 miles to
Montreal in a caldche, a carriage like a gig, with a seat in front for the
driver He reached Pt. aux Trembles, on the island of Montreal and
within three leagues of Montreal, the second day from Quebec,

Sun. 11th—1 dined at Coll. Caldwell's, and soon after 1 returned home
Coll. Simcoe arrived from Montreal, which place he left yesterday He
brought with him Mr, Talbot, of the 24th Regt., a relation of lL.ady Buck-
ingham, who was aide-de-camp to the Marquis while he was Lieutenant
of Ireland, and at whose request Coll. Simcoe takes Mr. Talbot into his
family.

Nore.—Thomas Talbot, son of Richard Talbot and Margaret,
afterwards (1831) roness Talbot, was horn at Malahide, near Dub
lin, on 19th July, 1771, In May, 1783, when little more than eleven
ears of age, he received a commission in the army, as ensign in the
66th Reciment of Foot. In September of the same vear he bhecame a

62
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COLONEL TALBOT OF PORT TALBOT

i, immed
The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland at that time was
the Marquis of Buckingham, a relative of Talbot’s

lieutenant, his retirement on half pay, from 1784 to 178
iately following.

. and he, with
Arthur Wellesley, afterwards Duke of Wellington, acted as aides to the
\|:II'(\l|i~. In 1790, Wellesley
of the Irish Parliament, and Talbot joined t
24th Regiment at Quebec.
Simcoe’s arrival

Soon alter Governor
in Canada, Talbot became his
private and confidential secretary, remaining a
member of the Governor’s family
year he returned

ing been summoned to

until 1794, In
to England, hay
join his

June of that

regiment. In
1796 he was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of t

5th Foot, which had been stationed at Niacara

during the period he had been on Simcoe’s staff,  coroxer TaLpor.
and three vears later commanded the second bat

talion of the

regiment in Holland. Talbot returned t
seeking a place to establisl
¢ight he did not accomplish

land, where he

1801,

y ("anada in
a settlement. Through an over
and again went to Eng

by General Simcoe.

purpose
was assisfed in his efforts In

CoroNEL Tarpor’s ResipeNce, Port TALBoT.

ut to England in 15(

( From a Sketel

and copied by Mrs, Simneo

1803, Colonel Talbot took up permanent residence in Upper Canada,
receiving a grant of 5,000 acres in the Township of Dunwich. He
known as the Talbot Settlement, which in 1831
was estimated at 40,000 souls. During his residence in Canada,
(olonel Talbot occasionally

visited England, and it was on his last
)

founded what

Ho

bt iacll od s B PP
became a member
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visit, in 1851, that he met the companion of his early youth, Arthur
Wellesley, then Duke of Wellington. It is a coincidence that they
died within a few months of each other, the “Iron Duke” passing away

on 14th September, 1852, and the “Founder of the Talbot Settle

ment” on 6th February, 1853.

The house was situated on the cliff at the top of a green slop
Talbot Creek, in Dunwich.

I'I
The place has always been called Port Talbot although there is neither

rising to the west from the mouth of

port nor village in the vicinity. The site of Colonel Talbot’s home is
now occupied hy a residence built by Colonel (afterwards Lord) Airey

about 1849, left of the wing shown in the picture on the brow of the
11

nearest the creek.
Thurs. 15th—We walked to the provision store, a road by the river
side below Cape Diamond, always sheltered and well beaten

Sun. 18th—We dined at Belmont

Mon. 19th—Dined and supped at vdame Jaby's, wife of Mons
(Hon.) Francois Baby, a member of the Legislative Council. 1 ate part of
the moufle of the orignale, or elk They are sometimes shot by the

Indians, and much esteemed. It was a very rich dish, with an excellent
sauce. I am told the lip of the ox is sometimes sold for it. A pie made of

réte de coys (a pie garnished with cocks' combs) is also a very favourite
dish among the Canadians, and easily procured, as quantities of poultry
are killed in the beginning of the winter and kept hung up in a frozen
state. The poultry eat dry, but when preserved in barrels of snow, as is
the custom at New York, they retain the juices much better

Tues. 20t We supped at Mr. Thomas Ainslie's, the Collector of
Customs her¢

Wed st—We dined with Mr. Jenkins Williams, the Clerk of the

Legislative Council. The supper was very el nt. Mrs. Williams is a
very genteel woman, and paints beautifully and dresses very well. She
has not been here above two years, having been educated in London.
NoTE~—Jenking Williams was Judge Jenkins
Williams of the District of Quebee in 1797 Hi

suceeeded Judee Mabane as Judee of the Court

of Common Pleas in 1792.

Thurs. 22nd—1I had an order from Mgr. Francois
Hubert, the Catholic Bishop of Quebeec, for admit
tance to the Convent des Ursulines, where 1 went
to-day with Madame Baby The Superieure (La Mére
Saint Louis Gonzague) is a very pleasing, conversible
woman of good address Her face and manner re
minded me of Mrs. Gwillim (Mrs. Simcoe in this
writing refers to a relative o1 her own, not her
mother, who died at her birth). The nuns appeared
cheerful, pleased to see visitors, and disposed to con-
verse and ask questions. Their dress is black with

Mar. HuBggt., a white hood, and some of them looked very pretty
in it They carry cleanliness and neatness to the

greatest pitch of perfection in every part of the convent, and are indus-
trious in managing a large garden. They educate children at this con-
vent, taking both pensionnaires and day boarders. They make many deco-
rations ior their altars and church, and gild picture frames. The showed
a fine piece of embroidery worked by an English nun, since dead. Some
of them make boxes and pin cushions of birch bark, worked with dyed
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hair of the orignale or elk. It is so short that it must be put
through the needle for every stitch, which makes it tedious All
sorts of cakes and sweetmeats are made here, and all the desserts in
Quebec are furnished by the nuns They dry apples in a very peculiar
manner. They are like dried apricots. All these things are of use to main-
tain them, their finances being very moderate.

Another convent is called the Hotel Dieu, for the reception of the
sick, whether French or English. It is attended by the medical men on
the staff, who speak highly of the attention payed by the nuns to the sick
people. The General Hospital is a convent a mile out of the town, where
sick and insane people are received

Nore.—Mgr. Jean Francois Hubert was born in Quebec on the
23rd Februaryv. and became Bishop of Quebec on 12th June, 1788.
He died at the General IHospital, Quebee, on 17th October, 1797,
Mother St. Louis de Gonzague, who was several times Superior of the
Ursulines Clonvent, died on the 23rd March, 1802

ConveNT oF THE URrsurniNes, Quesec, 1791,

(Frowm a Drawing by Richard Short,)

Nore.—The General Hospital of Quebec occupied the site of the
Convent of the Recollets on the banks of the River St. Charles. It
was first occupied as an hospital on 30th October, 1692. In 1740
and 1859, additions were made, and considerable repairs in 1850,
There do not appear to have been many editions of pictures since
1743. The present hospital is on the same site as it was in 1791,

Fri. 23—The great church or cathedral stands in the centre of the
town, and appears to be filled with people at all hours of the day. It is
a handsome building. Near to it is the seminary, where boys are educated,
and some of the Catholic clergy reside there. The Jesuits' or recollet

67




DIARY OF MRS.

SIMCOE

Church is a handsome building, ornamented with some pictures, but no
fine paintings. Two models of ships are suspended in it, placed there in
commemoration of the arrival of some of the settlers from France. The
only two Jesuits living have spacious apartments near the church, and a
good library and large gardens. I went to a subscription ball this evening.
There were three rooms well lighted, and the company well dressed.
Nore.—The Cathedral stands on the same ground as in 1791.
The first parish church at Quebec was destroyed by fire in 1640 and
the new structure, which afterwards became the Cathedral, was not
commenced till September, 1644, under the name of Notre Dame de
la Paix. It was opened in 1650. During the siege of Quebec in 1759
nearly all the wooden portion of the church was destroyed, but it was

Toe Generarn Hoserran, Quesec,

(From an old Drawing in the Dominion Arvehves, Ottawa, )

restored between 1769 and 1771. In 1843 considerable changes were
made at the east end, but the building is practically the same in
the interior as it was in 1791,

Sat. 24th--Dr. T. M. Nooth says a great light was observed last night
in the air in a direction N.E. beyond St. Paul’'s Bay, which is 30 leagues
below Quebec, opposite Isle aux Coudres, in the St Lawrence. He supposed
an eruption had taken place from a volcano, which is believed from the
reports of Indians to be in those parts, and a fresh eruption might have
taken place there, occasioned by an earthquake which was severely felt a
few days since near St. Paul’s Bay. However, there is much of conjecture
in the supposition about the existence of this volcano.

Nore.—The Quebec Gazette, of the 22nd December, 1791, con-
tains a letter from St. Paul’s Bay written on December 11th, giving an
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account of a violent r.ll'Hw\l;Hu' that occurred on the 6th at Bay St.
Paul and relating the fact that there were thirty shocks in one day.
On the 17th, about five o’clock in the evening ¢

to the eye of the size of a 48-pound cannon ball was obgerved in the
gky coming from the southwest striking towards the northeast, disap-
pearing in its perpendicular descent above St. Paul’s Bay, after

‘a globe of fire appearing

bursting with an explosion.” This strange “great light” which Dr.
Nooth observed on the evening of the 23rd may have been a repeti-
tion of “the globe of fire” on the 15th.

Sun. 25th-—Christmas Day. I went with Madame Baby at 5 in the
morning to the Cathedral Church, to gee the illuminations of the altar,
which to those who have not seen
the highly-decorated Roman Cath
olic churches in Europe is worth
seeing I'he singing and chanting
was solemn. I was wrapped up
very much, and wore a kind of
cloth lined with eiderdown, a very
comfortable head-dres but the
cold was intense, for the Roman
Catholics will not admit of fires in
their churches, lest the pictures
gshould be spoiled. I saw no fine
pictures.

Mon. 26th—This day the divi-
sion of the Province of Quebec into
Upper and Lower Canada, and the
new constitution given to the
former, was announced by pro-
clamation. There were dinners at
the hotels and illuminations at
night to commemorate this event

NOTE. This  proclamation
was issued at Quebec on the 18th
of November, 1791, and decreed
that the division of the two pro-
vinces should take effect on 26th
December, 1791. - "

e CATHEDRAL, QUEBEC,

Wed. 28th—I was at a very AS RESTORED,

pleasant ball at the Chateau, and
danced with Prince Edward

( From Routhier's * Quebec.”)

Thurs. 29th—We drove to Woodfield, and admired the beautiful scenery
around it

Sat. 31st—We drove to Belmont. We saw two Indians from the village
of Lorette who had mocassins to sell, a kind of leather shoe made of
untanned deer skins, which I was glad to buy for the children on account
of their softness. These Lorette Indians were originally Hurons, con-
verted, but reluctantly, by the Jesuits. They speak French, and are so
intermixed with that people that they scarcely appear to differ but in
dress. They wear shirts, leggings and blanke
cloth caps.

I walked this evening at nine o'clock to Fort Louis Gate, one of the
old gates of the city.

s, and the men wear fur or
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Nore.—The Indians at Lorette, about eight miles from Quebec,
were of the Huron tribe. After the Indian massacres of 1648-9,
parties of the tribe sought refuge in different places, one section
seeking refuge on the Island of Orleans.  They were afterwards
located in Quebec, and upon Marquis de Tracy effecting a truce in
1665 with the Troquois, the enemies of the Hurons, the latter left the

|
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£ St. Louis Gate, 1791,

(From a Drawing in the Dominion Archives, Ottawa. )

city. After several flittings they finally, in 1697, settled at Lorette,
where some hundred descendants of the once warlike race live to-day.
g Mrs. Simcoe had reference to St. Lounis Gate, the entrance to
()Ilwlw from the west. The Fort St. Louis stood on the edge of the
cliff, and the entrance to the remains of the Fort in 1792 was through
the Chatean Haldimand.
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The moon shone bright, and, however intense the cold is
here, it is so extremely still at night that it is less felt than in England,
where a less degree of cold is attended with wind. There is little wind
here, except with a snowstorm of fine snow. The French call it poudre or
powdered snow, and to travel with that blowing in one's face is very dis-
agreeable. The Canadians wear scanty, thick woollen
coatg, and sometimes leather ones, with hoods to
m.nz. over a bonnet rouge, a red bonnet. The habi-
tants call it a capitshaw, and their coats are tied
round with a coloured worsted sash. They have
always a pipe in their mouths. The French women
wear long, thin linen cloaks, sometimes hoods lined
with eiderdown, but often walk in the street with
only a muslin cap

There was an anniversary dinner to-day, attended
by those gentlemen who particularly distinguished
themselves in the defence of the town when attacked
by Montgomery on 31st Dec,, 1775 Coll. Caldwell
was among the most active persons on this occasion

This day five years since (31st Dec., 1786) the
air became in a few hours so dark that it was neces
sary to light candles. At three o'clock black clouds
were continually rolling onwards from the southwest
The darkness continued the whole of the next day

MoONS GRAVE DE LA
Rive

when a person could not be discerned on the opposite side of the street
It was supposed to be occasioned by the eruption of a volcano. Pére

Gravé, Superieur, Seminaire, believes the report of Indians, who assert
that they have seen a burning mountain to the north-east of St. Paul's
Bay

Accounts received from Montreal of the defeat of 2,000 of the people
of the United States, about twenty miles from the Miami Fort, by 1,400
Indians. They had barricaded their camp with flour barrels, ete The
Indians attacked them, beat them, and took six pieces of cannon, all their
provisions, new clothing, etc., killed 1,200 men, Coll. Butler and other
officers, among whom, it was supposed, St. Clair fell. The troops retreated
and were pursued by 400 Indians, who probably would have destroved them
all if they had not stopped to plunder

AT, Nore.—Mons, Francois Gravé de la Rive during
the interval between 1768 and 1802, was several
times Superior of the Quebec Seminary. T
was born in France and came to Canada in 1754,

\ and for many years was Vicar of the Diocese of

\ ‘)Hv‘ivm_ He died, aged 71, in the Hotel Dieu,

| Quebee, on 4th February, 1802, and was buried
in the Seminary Chapel.

John Butler was born in New London, Conn.,
/ in 1725, his father, an Irigh oflicer, having come
. to the North American Colonies with his regi-
ment about 1711. Butler’s first service was as a
captain in the Indian Department in the expe-
dition against Crown Point under Sir William Johnson, where he

CorLoNEL BUTLER.

;W'v‘;l!\_\ distinguished himself. He also served under Abercrombie

at Ticonderoga and with Bradstreet at the capture of For

Frontenac. He accompanied Johnson against Fort Niagara az
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sccond in command of the Indians and after General Prideaux’s
death he followed him in the command. He afterwards served
throughout the Revolutionary War in command
of the famous corps of “Rangers” bearing his
name. This corps was disbanded June, 1784.
Butler, after the war, was appointed Deputy-Sup-
erintendent of the Indians. He died near Niag-
ara in 1796, and was buried in the private
burying ground of the family.

General St. Clair was an American General of
considerable reputation. He commanded at 'Ti-
conderoga in 1777 and had to evacuate the fort
on Burgoyne's attack in July. He was Governor
of the Ohio territory in 1789-1802. The fight at
Miami between the Indians and the United
States troops occurred on the 3rd November,

GeN. 81, Cram

1791. He was defeated in an ambuscade by Indians near Fort
Recovery in Ohio. After defeat he resigned his command and was
succeeded by General Wayne, who was appointed to conduct the
cperations with a newly recruited force. (See Archives, Q. 57, p.
178.)
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CHAPTER VII.
MRS. SIMCOE SPENDS AN ENJOYABLE WINTER.

lay of her arrival in Quebec, Mrs. Simcoe’s time had

From the da
been fully occupied. It was one round of unalloyed pleasure. Ivery-
) I | ( 3

one in military and social circles seemed determined that ther

should be nothing lacking to make her winter’s sojourn enjoyable
The deeds of hospitality were exemplified 1 the fullest sense of the

term and ofttimes after the return of the Governor and his wife to

England, the memories of the pleasant months spent in the “Ancient
City” during the winter and spring of 1791-2 were the subject of
conversation at Wolford, The Simcoes made many friends
in Quebee. Mrs, Simcoe was a most lovabl

woman, highly educated, well informed, bright,

cheerful, and always ready to join in the social
festivities that were a great feature in Quebec a
century ago. Her hushband during this period
won the lasting friendship of Prince Edward.

They seemed by instinet to be drawn to each othe
“‘l\\!'l‘ll them a personal \u[l'~:|-||,\[|-’|4r‘ con

tinued up to the time of the General’s death. T'he
intfimacy, begun in Quebec, was cemented in t
vears that followed It was a generous friend

¢hip, and Prince Edward, then and after he
hecame Duke of Kent, never forgot to write from

Bisnor PLESSIS

time to time a friendly line to Simcoe.

But, with all the social appointments, Mrs. Simcoe found time
to keep up her diary, and her first record in 1792 was of a sermon
she had heard in the old Cathedral of Quebec,

Fri. 6th Jan.,, 1792—Le Jour des Rois—the Epiphany visit of the Wise
Men to Christ I went with Madame Béaby to the Cathedral, and heard
Monsr. du Plessis, the Bishop’s Chaplain, preach a most excellent sermon
on the subject of the Kings of the East seeking Jesus Christ. His action
was animated and his sermon impressive, The Bishop himself was
present. He wore a white muslin dress and a rich mantle embroidered
with gold; blue silk gloves, worked with gold; his mittens pink and
silver, blue and gold. He changed them two or three times during the
service, which had a theatrical, poor and unfit appearance

Nore.—Joseph Octave Plessis was born at Montreal in March,
62 He was ordained priest at Quebec on 11th March, 1786, and
from time to time was employed as professor of humanity at the
(College of St. “:!}l‘l;lv\. algo as Se retary to the “i‘!'”i’ of 1‘)l|v"1n‘|'
and curate of the capital In September, 1797, he was created
coadjutor to Bishop Denault, and obtained the royal acceptance
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through General Prescott. He succeeded Mgr. Denault and took
possession of his seat on 17th January, 1806. He left for England
and Rome in 1819, and in consideration of services rendered to
England during the French Revolution and during the War of
1812, he met with a kind and hearty reception from Lord Bathurst.
He died at the General ||H~|'il;1|. ()llwln'n'. on 4th December, 1825.
Bishop Plessiz was the greatest man who ever oceupied the Roman
Catholic episcopal seat at Quebec since Francois de Laval Mont
morency.

St. Joseph Street, in the suburb of St. Roch, Quebec, was named
after Bishop Plessis, and it is interesting to note that the church in

St. Roch’s was built by him on land donated by Mr. John Mure,
a Presbyterian. The church was dedicated to St. Joseph.

Sat. Tth—Fahrenheit's thermometer 23 degrees below I rub silk
gowns with flannel to see the beautiful streams of fire which are emitted
with a crackling noise during the cold weather.

Tues. 10th—I bought an eiderdown quilt which cost £4 106s

Nore.—It is generally admitted that money has doubled in value
since 1791, =0 £4 168. would now be worth £9 12s. or $36.85. Lambert
gays in his Travels (1806-8) that the dollar or Spanish piastre
was worth five shillings in Canadian currency, and that to bring
sterling money into Canadian currency, one-ninth must be added.

Thurs. 12th—1 drove out in a covered carriole

Wed. 18th—A ball at the Chateau. This being Queen Charlotte’s birth-
night, there were near 300 people. The ladies were well dressed.

Sat. 21st—Miss Johnson dined with me, and we went to a dance in
the evening at the Fusiliers’ mess room—very agreeable, The ther-
mometer is 24 degrees below. In the New York paper I read of “a leaf
imported from Botany Bay, which when dried goes off by the application
of a match with an explosion like gunpowder, and the air is agreeably
perfumed.”

Nore.—Miss Johnson was Ann, eldest daughter of Sir John
Johnson. She married, in 1797, Colonel Edward Macdonell, Deputy

Quartermaster General.

Tues. 24th—1 gave a dance and supper to a dozen of the 7th Fusiliers
and as many young dancing ladies. My rooms being small obliged me to
invite so few, and only those who danced

Sun. 29th—Drove in a covered carriole towards the Isle of Orleans, an
island in the St. Lawrence seven miles below Quebec The ice was so
rough and snow uneven that I was almost seasick

Mon. 30th—I went in an open carriole to see the Falls of Montmor-
ency, six miles from Quebec. The river roars over a rocky bed among
woods before it reaches the precipice, over which it falls 280 feet The
rocky sides are covered on the summit with wood. Sir Frederick Haldi-
mand built a summer house projecting over the water, supported by
beams. We descended to it by steps cut in the rock, and from it we had
a fine view of the Fall. Sir Frederick Haldimand built a good house near
the bank of the river and commanding a fine prospect. Prince Edward
hired it last year, but as he went to Quebec every day, found the stony
roads prejudicial to his horses' feet

IE!
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NozE.—Sir Frederick Haldimand (1718-1791), lieutenant-gen-
eral, colonel commandant of the 60th Foot, was a Swiss hy birth.
In 1756 he was lieutenant-colonel of the Royal Americans, afterwards
the 60th Foot and now the King’s Royal Rifle Corps, then being
recruited in America under command of the Earl
of Loudoun. On the 27th of June, 1778, he was
appointed to succeed Sir Guy Carleton, after-
wards the first Lord Dorchester, as Governor and
Commander-in-Chief in Canada, which post he
held until 1784, when he returned to England.  As
an administrator in Canada he 1s accused, says
Lee in the National Biography, of being harsh
and arbitrary and more than one action for false

imprisonment was successfully maintained against
him on his return to England. Haldimand’s com
missions, 1758-85, including the entire records

that accumulated during his public career, are g F. Haroimann
in the British Musenm and copies are in the

Archives Department in Ottawa. He built the residence known az
Haldimand House, Quebec.

Of the summer house, the Baroness Riedesel says in her diary:
“When we first went to see that sublime scene (Montmorency Falls)
[ happened to say to the General that it must be delightful to have
a little dwelling opposite to it. Three weeks later (in the summer
of 1782) we accompanied him thither a second time and after having
climbed up a steep ascent and the detached rocks, which were con-

nected |wv\' small bridees and reminded me of some des |‘g!y1iun: of

Chinese gardens, we at last reached the top, where the General
begged my hand to show me into a small house, which was as it were
suspended on the cataract . . . The foundations of the
liouse consisted of eight strong beams laid athwart beneath which the

t hurried down with tremendous velocity.”

‘he good house™ Mrs, Simcoe refers to was Montmorency House,
which is not to be confused with Chatean Haldimand, the addition
built in 1784 to the Castle of St. Louis. With Montmorency House
Prince William Henry fell in love when in Canada; from 1791 to

1
Lis

i Prince Edward made it his home in the summer time: and now
the Haldimand House—Kent Lodge—is a summer hotel, the home
of many a tourist, who comes to be thrilled by the rushing waters
of the Montmorency

In the Supplement to the Quebee Gazette, 22nd December, 1792,
is the following notice. “For sale, the elegant villa of the late Sir
Frederick Haldimand, K.B., delightfully situated near the Falls of
Montmorency, with the farm house, Quebee, 15t December, 1791.”

Tues. 31st—A very pleasant dance at the Chateau this evening.

Tues. Feb. Tth—At two o'clock the kitchen chimney was on fire. It
was soon extinguished, as the people here are expert in using fire engines
The houses being covered with shingles (wood in the shape of tiles), fires
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spread rapidly if not immediately put out., Prince Edward, General Clarke,
ete., dined with Coll, Simcoe, and this accident retarded the dinner, so 1
went to bed before the dinner

Wed, 8th—Supped at Mrs. Smith's, wife of the Chief Justice

Nore.—Chief Justice William Smith, born at
New York, 1728, educated at Yale, was appointed
a member of His Majesty’'s Council in 1769.
\fter the evacuation of New York he withdrew to
England with Sir Guy Carleton, who was at that
time commander-in-chief. Mr. Smith remained
in England until 1786 when he was appointed
first Chief Justice of Canada and continued to
hold the office until his death seven years later.
His second =on, Honorable William Smith, wrote
our first Canadian history in English.

Thurs. 9th—Coll. and Mrs. Caldwell and Major

and Mrs. Watson dined with us. We went to the

\ Assembly, where an account was hrought of our house
CHIEF JUSTICE A 2 Y

SMITH being burnt down. Coll. Simcoe went home and

found it only the chimney on fire I was not told of
it, though an officious man afterwards assured me he would have informed
me had he known it
Sat. 11th—We supped at Madame by's, but not till 12 o'clock, it
heing a fast day Then there was a good dinner

Sun. 12th—Walked by the sea

Tue Provision StTore, QUEBEC,

(From a Drawing by Mrs, Simeoe,)

Mon. 13th—We walked to the provision store before breakfast; dined
at Belmont. The thermometer 3 degrees below

Tues. 14th—Supper at Major Stewart’s (of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery). The Prince was there. During the winter large masses of
ice float down the river, and the people who come to market from the
opposite shore pass in canoes, which they quit when they come to one of
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these large bodies of ice, and carry their canoes across the ice on their
shoulders and launch them again in the water, and this is repeated several
times before they reach Quebec, where they sell a fat turkey for 15d
and provisions, all kinds, in proportion. The mode of crossing the river
appears 8o difficult and dangerous that it seems hardly credible till it has
been seen. This evening it was announced that “le pont est pris” (the
bridge has formed), that is, there is now a complete body of ice filling up
the river, and canoes will be no longer used, as carrioles will drive across,
which is very useful to the peasants and very pleasant to those who drive
for amusement, and this yvear the weather, having been calm and the wind
with the tide when it froze, the ice is very smooth. It is seven years since
a bridge was formed

Wed. 15th—Coll. Simcoe and I were going to walk on the ice bridge.
As there was a narrow space containing water between the land and the
ice, a plank was laid across, which Coll. Simcoe had passed, and stepping
back to give me his hand, he slipped into the water, but luckily caught
hold of the plank which supported him until the Canadians who were near
and on my screaming out * Au secours” (help) assisted him out. Had the

plank given way he must have gone under the ice, and it would have been
impossible to have got out. We walked to Monsr. Baby's, and I ran home
to order dry clothes to be brought there

Fri. 17th—1I went to the ball at the Chateau. There was also a dance
at the barracks to-night

Sat. 18th—One of the casmettes (or bombproof chambers) near Fort
Louis Gate has been fitted up for a theatre. Some Canadian gentlemen
represented the French play of “ Le Medecin malgre lui” (Moliére) and
‘La Comtesse D'Escarbagnas” (Moliére) I was surprised those people,
unused to see theatrical representations, could perform as well as they did,
and I was much amused. The Fusiliers are going to act plays, and as
Coll. Simcoe does not like to see officers so employed he does not intend to
g0 to the theatre again. I went across the river to Point Levy yesterday.
The ice was excellent, and the sun excessively hot

We walked as far as the church. The firs looked
beautiful among the snow this bright day We met
the Prince in a carriole I gathered bunches of

berries from a low shrub Dr. Nooth called a clither
People cut holes in the ice and catch fish through
them. Poisson d'or (gold fish) pickerall are the
most esteemed fish

Nore.—Superintendent-General T. M. Nooth
was on the staff of the Quebec Hospital.

Sun. 19th—Dined at Monsr. Baby. Met Madams¢
Tonacour and Monsr. and Madame De Salaberry, et

Nore.—Colonel. the Honorable Francois Baby,
Adjutant-General of Militia of Lower Canada,
was born in Montreal, 4th December, 1733. He
was a member of the Executive and I

Hox. Fraxcors Biny

Councils and deputy of the French-Canadis

the Court of Great Britain in 1973. He married in 1786, Delle
Marie-Anne Tarieu de Lanaudiére. e took an active part,
together with his brother-in-law, Charles Tarien de Lanaudiére, then
A.D.C, to Lord Dorchester, in the events of the time. His death
occurred at Quebee in October, 1820,

my
[N
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Monsieur |
in Canada in

ace-Michel 1.. A. de Salaberrv, whose father settled
35, wasg born at the Manor House, Beauport, Que.,
5th July, 1952, and was edu- —0m nA———

cated in France. e married
(fatherine Francoiz de Hertel.
Monsieur de Salaberry was a
friend of the Duke eof Kent.
(‘olonel Charles de Salaberry,

hero of the Battle of Chatea

auav. which took place on 26t

October, 1813, was the =on oi

Monsieur and Madame de Sala

berry.  She died at Beauport
n - 28th January, 1824, r
ughand’s death taking plac
ToNs, pE Saraseery. on 22nd March. 1825 MME, DE SALABERRY.
Mon. 20th—The heads of the French clergy dined with Coll. Simcoe

the Bishop, Monsr, Gravé the Vicar-General, Pére Barré, et Pére
Barré quite an Irishman and too jocose for his station

Nori From hiz wit and repartee, Mrs, Sim

coe evidently thought Father P, Felix de Berey,

(pronounced Barry) an Irishman. He was, how-
ever, born in Montreal on 10th June, 1720, and
elevated to the priesthood 1n 1743, His father

was a military oflicer, and Father de Berey was
a military almoner, wounded on the battlefield
in ministering the last Sacraments. He was
he last Provincial of the Recollets in Canada
De Berev eave dinners to the Governors, even to

the Duke of Kent, and proposed a toast in his

nonor. e was invited to the

. officers” mess and his witty r
FATHER pE BEREY - 1

marks and brilliant convers:
tion were ereatly ,|;|:vrumlml there. He died

18th May, 1800,

Tues. 21st—Madame Baby, Mons. and Madame de
Salaberry, etc,, dined with us and stayed till two in
the morning. Ther. 26 degrees below.

Sat. 256th—Walked to the provision store. The
scene on the river is now a very gay one. Numbers
are skating; carrioles driven furiously, as the Cana
dians usually do; and wooden huts are built on the
snow, wiere cakes and liquor are sold, and they have
stoves in their huts

Thurs. March 1st—Walked to Pt. Levy. MONS. DE SALABERRY.

Fri. 2nd—1 gave a dance to forty people. The Prince was present.
We have left the house we had in St. John Street, and taken one the back
rooms of which look into the Ursuline gardens. By removing a wooden
partition upstairs we have made a room, 45 feet long, with a tea room
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SNOW SHOEING A MODE OF TRAVEL

and a card room adjoining, which makes a good apartment for a dance
with a supper room below. The Fusiliers are the best dancers, well
dressed, and the best-looking figures in a ballroom that I ever saw. They
are all musical and like dancing, and bestow as much money, as other
regiments usually spend in wine, in giving balls and concerts, which
makes them very popular in this place, where dancing is so favourite an
amusement that no age seems to exclude people from partaking of it;
and, indeed, I find giving dances much the easiest mode of entertaining
company, as well as the most pleasant to them Mr. Talbot (Lieut.
I'albot) manages all the etiquette of our house, and is au fait in all those
points which give weight in matters of no moment

Sun. 4th—Capt. Shaw, of the Queen's Rangers, and four other gentle-
men arrived from Frederickstown, in New Brunswick, which is 370 miles
from hence. Thev walked on snow shoes 240 miles in 19 days, came up
he river St. John, and crossed many small lakes T'heir mode of travel
ling was to set out at daybreak, walk till twelve, when they stood ten
minutes (not longer, because of the cold) to eat. They then resumed walk

ing till half-past four, when they chose a spot, where there was good fir

wood, to encamp. Half the party (which consisted of 12) began felling
wood; the rest dug away the snow till they had made a pit many feet in
circumference, in which the fire was to be mads 'hey cut cedar and
pine branches, laid a blanket on them, and wrapping themselves in anoth
found it sufficiently warm, with their feet close to a large fire, which was
kept up all night. Capt. McGill, who set out with them, cut his knee i
felling wood, and was forced to stay at the Madawaska Settlement (now
Edmundston, N.B.)

One of the attendants, a Frenchman, used to the mode of travelling,
carried G0 Ibs. weight and outwalked them all. They steered by the sun,
a river, and a pocket compass. Captain Shaw is a ver) ble, pleasant
Scotchman, a Highlander His family are to come from New Brunswick
to Upper Canada next summer

Capt. Shaw gave me a description of the moose deer, which they call
here *“ Orignale,” and of which we eat the moufle. Their legs are so
long and their bodies so heavy that theyv step to the bottom of the snow,
but they s0 strong that they notwithstanding trot 10 miles an
travel through the most unbeaten country, subs

ur and
ting on the moss of the
trees and voung boughs. They travel in droves, the
strongest going first, and when they come to a good
place for browsing stay till they have taken all the
tender, and then seek another ation I may
be tamed, but if several are not kept together, in
the spri they will probably return to the woods

The moose deer is frequently met with in New Bruns-
wick, and the caribou, which is so light an animal
as scarcely to break the snow I have seen a caribou
at Mr. Finlay's. It was like an English fawn
NoTi (‘aptain A neas Shaw was a captain in
the Queen’s Rangers and served in the American
War. He settled in York (Toronto) in 1793 and
lived in a dwelling some hundred feet northwest

of the present site of Trinity College on Queen
Street. He became Lieutenant-Colonel in 1799, He

COLONEL SHAW

attained the rank of Major-General, and was a member from June,

1793, of the Executive Council of Upper Canada. General Shaw

died 15th February, 18

and was buried in St. James’ Churehvard,
on the west side of the cathedral. His grandson is Colonel George
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Shaw, formerly of the Post Office Department, and in his time an
active member of the miiitia.

Captain John MecGill was an officer of the Queen’s Rangers under
Licutenant-Colonel Simcoe in the War of the Revolution. He
settled in Upper Canada and was Commissioner of the Stores in
1793, Inspector-General of Accounts in 1805, and Receiver-General
in 1818. He owned the site on Queen Street where the \]\'Il'li[b1\|i1:lll
Church now stands, and built a commodious cottage upon it. This
residence was known as “McGill Cottage,” and in 1813, when the
\mericans visited York the women and children of the town wer
sent for safety to MeGill Cott: i
McGill and his wife, who was a sister of the Honorahle George
Crookshank. A sister of Captain MeGill married a MeCuteheon,
their sons being Peter and James McCutcheon.  The elder son, Peter,

re, which was occupied by Captain

was the inheritor of the bulk of the property 1in I’ir:ur ("fanada of
Honorable Petor MeGill, and it was a condition of his will that M
Me('uteheon should assume the name “MeGill.”  The Honorable Mr.
MeGill was from Dumfriesshire, Scotland, and eame to Canada in
1809. He was President of the Bank of Montreal from June, 1834,

until June, 1860, and died in September of that vear.

The Honorable James MeGill, founder of M«
Gill College in Montreal, was not related to the
foregoing family. Te was born in Glasgow in
1744, and died in Montreal in 1813

Bishop Strachan, of Toronto, also married a
MeGill, a daughter of Dr. Wood, of Cornwall,
and widow of Dr. Andrew MeGill of Montreal,
mt she was not connected with the families of
either John, Peter or James MeGill.

Many references to the MeGill families in
(‘anada in different publications conflict, owing
to the fact that there was similarity  of

Christian names in all the families, hence the detail of relation-

Ho~. Jas. McGiLL,

\hi}» ‘_"i\:‘l)

Tues. 6th—We dined and supped at the Hon. Hugh Finlay's, the
Deputy Postmaster-General of Canada under P.G.M. of Great Britain

NoTE.—T'he Honorable Hugh Finlay was Deputy Postmaster
General for Canada from 1774 to 1800. He had served from
1750-1774 under Benjamin Franklin, first English Deputy Post
master-General for the British-American Provinces,

Wed. Tth—Drove in an open carriole to Coll. Caldwell’s. I gave a
dance to thirty people this evening, I was this week in a covered carriole,
iriving towards the Isle of Orleans, but part of the river having frozen,
the ice was in so rough a state that I was quite seasick in the carriage
As we passed the furrows of ice, the learge heaps, collected in some places
many feet high, formed an extraordinary sight

Fri. 9th—Chief Justice Smith dined here. The Fusiliers acted “ The
Wonder ” to-night

lNues. 13th—Supped at Mr

ac Ogden's, Judge of the Admiralty.
80




MRS. SIMCOE'S ROUND OF PLEASURE

Nore.—Honorable Justice Isaac Ogden of Quebec and Montreal,
Court of King’s Bench district of Montreal, appointed by Guy
Carleton. Ie was born in New Jersey in 1740. In 1785, he was
Judge of the Admiralty Court, Quebec, and later
returned to Montreal. He resigned in 1818 and
died in London, Eng., in 1824,

Wed. 14th—Supped at Mr. Coffin’s.

Nore.—Thomas Ashton Coflin was a member
of the celebrated family who had their descent
from Tristram Coffin of Alwington, south of the
boundary between Somerset and Devon in ki
land, who settied in 1643 in New England at
Salisbury and then went to Nantucket, at that
time a-dependency of New York. Thomas Ashton
Coffin was private secretary of Sir Guy Carleton

( Baron Dorchester in 1786) by whose side he sat
in the last boat which left Castle Garden on the
evacuation of New York in 1783. When Dorchester became Gover

HoxN, Isaac OGDEN

nor-General

f Canada in 1786, Coffin accompanied him and by his

influence was appointed Secretary and Controller of Accounts in
Lower Canada. He died in England in 1810. Miss G. [, Coffin
of Montreal is a connection of Thomas Coffin.

Thurs. 15th—Went to a musical party and a dance at the barracks,
which was very pleasant. The Fusiliers all dance as well as Count
Schernischoff or any famous Russian

Another mail arrived, and no letter from you, my dear friend (Mrs
Hunt, who, vith her daughter, Miss Hunt, took charge of Mrs. Simcoe's
children at Wolford during the absence of the parents in Canada). How
is it that you I esteem so wise should not have had observation enough to
have found out by the newspapers that packets go to New York and Hali-
fax every month, and are immediately forwarded from thence here? Do
you not remember Lake Champlain and Lake George, Hudson's River,
Skeneborough, on a creek of that name, Albany and all that route from
New York to Quebec, which you have so often drawn, and which is passed
constantly and in a rapid manner when the lakes are frozen? This town
is now supplied with fresh cod in a frozen state from Boston, distant 500
miles, and it is sold at 6d. per 1b. We have had some excellent venison
from the township of Matilda (Iroquois, in Dundas County). I daresay
vou remember that name on the map, above 400 miles from hence. I find
our maps to be little better than sketches, little of the country having been
surveyed. The surveyors draw slowly, and, I am told, when they want to
suit their maps to the paper, do not scruple cutting off a few miles of the
river or adding to it

Coll. Simcoe has had a letter from Capt. Murray, of the *“ Triton,”
from Halifax, which place he compares to Capua, in southern Italy. Coll.
Simcoe makes the same complaint of Quebec, where he finds few men of
learning or information, literary society not being necessary to the amuse-
ment of ladies. T am very well off amongst the women, and really find this
a delightful place. The morning Coll. Simcoe and I spend together in
reading, walking, etc. In the evening I go to balls, concerts, suppers, and,
when I am with French families, je fais la conversation d'une facon d peu
pres parisienne (I speak as readily as a Parisian)-—as Monsr. Béaby is
pleased to say—and to have everybody I see assiduous to please me, and
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to have nothing to do but to follow my own fancy, is a satisfactory mode
of living, not always attainable on your side of the Atlantic. How happy
I am,

I quite enjoy the thoughts of the long journey we have before us and
the perpetual change of scene it will afford, but the people here think it as
arduous and adventurous an undertaking as it was looked upon to be by
my friends in England. It is surprising that those who are so much
nearer to a country should esteem it as impracticable as those who are so
many thousand miles distant

Capt. Murray was all but lost in going to St. John, and from thence to
Halifax. The day after he left Quebec the river was so full of ice his
sailing would have been impossible. No ships ever left Quebec as late as
the “ Triton.” The merchantmen sail on the 10th of October. Capt. Shaw
also advises me not to believe the formidable accounts I have heard of
rattlesnakes, of which he has seen numbers in Carolina. He affirms they
never bite but when trod upon or attacked, and the wound they make is
cured by well-known herbs, as horehound and juice from the plantain
plant.

Sun. 18th—We walked from seven till nine this morning on the
Heights of Abram, the plain on which Genl. Wolfe was killed. It is said
he was shot from behind a fence by a French priest who is still living
I'he troops daily practice walking on these plains in snowshoes The
racket is made of deer or elk skins. The frame is of light wood an inch
thick, 2% feet long, 14 inches broad. We found it dry at this early hour
on the track the troops had beaten

NoreE.—During the engagement of the 13th September, 1759, Wolfe

received three wounds. The first was probably from the Indians on

the right, the second from the French-Canadians

who were advancing in the centre: and the third
seems to have been from the |K\A]MI)\ or ( .Hl.llli;‘.!h
in the bushes on Wolfe's right, sheltered in th
onlv hit of short brushwood on the top of the eliff.
The statement that Wolfe was shot by a French
priest behind a fence is absurd, becanse there
were no fences on the Plaing, nor any kind of
shelter bevond the bushes before mentioned, on

the cliff It has also been said, and the stat
ment often repeated hy newspapers, that Wolfe

was shot by one of his own men in revenge for

ome punishment which olfe hac 1cted Y

O EREaAT oL ne punishment whi Wolfe had ||I|ll|‘ ted for
disobedience. This is also improbable, because

Wolfe, at the time of hiz fatal wound, was at the head of his army
in advance of Brage's Regiment.  As he received the wound in front,

it must have proceeded from the enemy.

Mon. 19th—We dined at Mr. William's, the Clerk of the Council. Went
in the evening to the concert, and returned to supper, an elegant supper
in the Council Room, after which there was music.

Thurs. 22nd—Walked to “ Sans Bruit,” Capt. (Benjamin) Fisher, of
the Royal Engineers, lent me his portfolio, in which there were some beauti-
ful views taken in the Island of St. Domingo; I almost regretted not to
have been in the West Indies. We supped at Mr. Ainslie’s, the Collector
of Customs, to-night

Sat. 31st—We walked co Coll. Caldwell's before breakfast, and returned
as far as “ Sans Bruit” in a carriole and dined there. The most unpleasant
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MRS, SIMCOE ENJOYS QUEBEC SCENERY
time of the year is now commencing. The snow melting prevents the use
of carrioles, and there is still too much to use caléches. During the month
of April the people are, from this circumstance, little able to go from
their houses; besides easterly winds, which bring rain, prevail very much.
Tues. April 3rd—We walked to Belmont before breakfast, and found
the road dry, but in the middle of the day the snow was so melted by
the excessive heat of the sun that we stayed there until eight o'clock and

then walked home, the snow being then perfectly frozen again
Wed. 4th—Mr. Fisher, of the ‘Engineers, showed me some beautiful

views he took of Windsor Castle for Prince Edward. His oil painting did
not please me

tet e WL

Lol gt

By T River, Quesec, 1792
J t Dra y W Si

Nore.—This is evidently a rapid sketch of part of the river at
Quebee, 1792. The building on the right is the Chateau St. Louis,
and on the left is shown a powder magazine near the King's bastion

Sun. 8th—We walked a mile before breakfast about Cape Diamond.
After church we repaired to the lines with Mr. Talbot, who showed us an
unfrequented terrace where Sir F. Haldimand began to make a walk on
he side of this noble cliff, which is crowned by fortified works. The ter-
race commands the St. Lawrence as far as Cape Tourmenté, eleven leagues
below Quebee, rocky and precipitous, and the Isle of Orleans to the east.

The shipping and the Lower Town are immediately below and towards

the Heights of Abraham the blue distant hills of Vermont are seen, and

the spray from the fall of the Chaudiére River rising in Lake Megantic
and joining the St. Lawrence about seven miles from Quebec. The

rocks
and brushwood that adorn

the precipitous side of the hill form a fine
foreground to this grand scene, with which we were so delighted that we
came to view it again in the evening, and did not

return home till it was
dark, or rather starlight

Nore.—The commander of Quebec is styled “Commander of the
Fortress of Quebec and of the Town Lines,” which means the walls
which encircle the city. The “lines” referred to in this passage would
be some part of the grounds immediately within the walls.
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NoTE.

Fri. 13th—Walked
Dined with Mrs. Winslow, wife of the Acting Paymaster-General,

The Winslows,

DIARY OF MRS. SIMCOE

towards Wolfe's Cove and upon Cape Diamond.

one

ol

be a waterspout.
84

the best known families on the

American Continent, settled as U, E. Loyalists in Eastern Canada.
Joshua Winslow, who is given |
in the Quebee Directory of
1791 as residing at 12 St
John Street, was Paymaster-
(ieneral of the British Forces {
in North America. Hig great- l
areat-grandfather, John Win-
slow. horn at Droitwich,
England, in 159%, came to
America in 1621, settled at
Plymouth, Mass., and was
merchant and shipowner. e
married in 1624, Mary, daugh
ter of James Chilton, who
came out in the * May-
flower.” Joshua Winglow mar
ried Anna Green. Thev had {
a daunghter Anna who while |
at  school in Boston wrote
an interesting diary, Joshua
Winglow died in Quebec in
1801. Edward Winslow, a
hrother f John Winslow,
Cascape NeEar Worre's Cove, 1792 & : d L ! . : :
was Governor of Plvmouth
(From a Drawing by Mrs. Simeoe,
for =ome vears,
Fri. 20th—The Prince dined with us, Gen'l. Clarke, Mrs. Murray and
: St. Ours; a very cold evening indeed. As the cold weather and the short
days leave us people cease to be sociable, and no kind
of gaiety is continued but a few dinner parties. |
have been so unaccustomed to pass evenings along
this winter that I do not like relinquishing balls
concerts, suppers and cards
: Nore.—Honorable PPaul Roch de St. Ours
i (sometimes Rocque) was born in 1747, He was
] ) " : el
Colonel commanding of the Assomption Division
of the Militia in Lower Canada. In 1787, he
was a member of the Legislative Council., Iis
death took place in 1814.
Sun. 29th—We walked twice this day