gXternal Affairs
upplementary Paper

No, 61/18 Economic Development of Under-
developed Countries-

Statement by Mr, Gordon Aiken, Canadian
Representative on the Second Committee of
the United Nations on October 27, 1961,

Mr, Chairman,

As this is the first occasion on which I have addressed

Zfis Committee, permit me to add my congratulations to those

N Teady extended to yourself and to the Vice=Chairman, Dr,

ahdavi, and to the Rapporteur, Mr. Rego Monteiro. You have
already indicated your ability to give leadership to the Committee,
and in order to assist in your expressed desire to proceed
expeditiously with the work of the Committee, I do not propose

0 make a lengthy statement todayo

th There is no question that much has been accomplished by
e United Nations and its organs in the field under discussion
ribution it has been able to make.
e to be accomplished. If,

én this intervention, I should make reference to what has been
one, both by my country and by the United Nations organization,
. is not to suggest that we should rest on our oars, nor to
o?Press self-satisfaction, but for the purpose of taklng stock
our position, and determining the direction in which we should

n It has been amply demonstrated in this debate that member
cations are gravely concerned with problems of international
Oommodity trade. My own country 1is heavily dependent on exports

basic materials and foodstuffse We are therefore fully alive
downward drift of commodity

;§p°rt prices., In our view, the best hope O
ulgblems lies in a commodity-byecommodity appr
imately to a comprehensive series of international commodity
agreepents. It goes without saying that such agreements, to be
eneficial and effective, must hecessarily include the ma jor
Producing and consuming countries, In a related field == the

Sudden inflow of low-cost imports leading to disruption of
us heartening evidence

ggaditional markets == we now have pbefore
T international economic co-operation in the form of the Cotton
eXtiles Agreement Grawn up by a number of contracting parties to

the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

W t will be apparent that my delegation

tguld view with favour any enlargement 1n the scope for multilateral
of&ding arrangements, We are by no means opposed to the old type
bilateral asgreement, nor indeed to the formulation of regional
that such groupings

rade groupings. Canada onl wants to ensure
yot - nse of outside countries; that

iers to trade; indeed, we believe

at such groupings should contribute to the expansion of trade
- o looking and restrictive

With third countries rather than be inward- i
rn their operation. We would be particularly disturbed if such
egional groups upset the patterns of mutually advantageous trade

associations,.

From the foregoing, 1



Mr, Chairman, Canada is classed as a developed countr:}l'd
and as such it is a significant contributor to international an
programmes, Nevertheless, Canada is a capital-importing napio ‘
In fact, it is the largest net importer of.private_capltal in
world today, Our efforts in the field of international aid do
not, therefore, come from a surplus of capital, but from the odd)
willingness of our people to contribute to the economic and 80
development of others.

8

In the view of my delegation, the most important ques§1°
facing us in this Committee is that of the economic d.evelopmenvour
of the less-developed countries, This is a co-operative endeghey
involving developed and developing alike, However time-worn oo
words may sound, to me they are worth repeating often so thatnis
may never lose sight of the reality they express, Last year tist
Assembly agreed that the existing United Nations technical ass
programmes should henceforth be known as the United Nations Pro;ﬁ
grammes for Techniegl Co~operation, This change in name constii
jeoonition of ‘the fact that assistanee can never be one-sided
it 1s to pe effective, Tt must be freely offered and freely 45
a0copted, and effort on the part of one must be matched by effor
on the part of ‘the other, It is not simply a question of more
richly endoweqd hations sharing the fruits of their prosperity 0
with those which have yet to develop their full capacities of PF
duction, Tt is, rather, a question of the developed countries
reinforcing the endeavours of the less~developed to accelerate
their own economiec and social progressj}

We recognize that it is the efforts of the developing
countries themselves which have been mainly responsible for the .
great strides made towards this end, For all this, the developﬁﬂ
countries have an essential contribution to make, Canada is abo
all concerned to mobilize effectively and rapidly -- ana where'd
Possible, to inorease -- all resources available for economic &%
technical assistance, It is our firm belief that all resources
at our disposal, national and international, public and privat®s
should be brought into the operation, This means not only loanﬂmw‘
but Srantsf not only multilateral assistance but bilateral assi®
All these forms of ald have their part to play and should be
mobilized flexibly ang fully, but the essential condition of alab
of them is that they shoula be freely offered and freely accept®

All that I have just sald, Mr, Chairman, is'admirablg'by |
t

creation of Such a fund remain unaltered, we believe that the

United Nations in formulating the 12 basiec ould |
brinciples which sh
govern the provision of aid through internationalporganization9'

A moment ‘ago, T touched apon the responsibility of the

developed countries té co=operate in accelerating the egonomic'wﬂ
social development of the developing countries, Resolution 1527 |
(XV),which received unanimous support in this Committee last Yearéﬂ“'

¢
to the newly-independent and emerging states to a lev sur®
el commen
With their needs, During the past year, Mr, Chairman, the peoPly ¢
and the Government of Canada have endeavoured to assume a faiT 91 5
of this obligation, In April the Secretary of State for Exterﬂa

: P |
Affairs, the Honourable Howard Green, announced the Canadian Gove’




- D -

Eﬁgggrable John G. Diefenbaker, announced Canada‘'s intention to

5 rrt the newly-established Special Commonwealth African Aid

pre§ amme, An amount of $3.9 million has been provided for the
ent fiscal year, the f£irst year of operations under this

Programme

hag In addition to these new programmes for Africa, Canada
undertaken new and far-reaching commitments in the field of

Iggilopment assistance, At the meetings of the consortia on
a8 and Pakistan convened during the summer by the International
Canada agreed to make

availfor Reconstruction and Development,
able a further $56 million in development assistance for the
ird Five-Year Plan,

L
lancing of the firstitwo years of India’s th
present fiscal year.

a further $18 million for pakistan in the
tions of wheat at

the hall also continue to make available dona
: ' o India and $3,5 million for

akigp ) - ont level of 47 million foO :

of tpeons Finally, Canada has agreed to subscribe $37,830,000

830 e $1 billion with which the International Development
ciation began its operations 1n November 1960,

Canada has sought to expand

ang In these ways, Mr, Chalrman
thgot° Supplement thz éeom;mic assis'%ance we have already provided

colough the United Nations and other programmes, including the
ew programmes at some

mb
le 0°Plan, T have dealt with these I
thg%th, not in any spirit of self-commendation, put rather to show

the people of Canada are actively engaged in what Mr, Hoffman

hag
graphically described as "waging peace" .

o wy But this is to deal with what is now being done. Turning

of that is yet to be done, I should like toO support the proposal

1gscs® distinguished delegate Of the United States to make the

wily ©,8 decade of development . that the Committee
als for a new assault on

1 gi

Doverg ve serious attention O propos :
by, hun We are convinced that, in this way

opect, b B 4 Dot . nt", inte.%national com

th
0 e banner of a "Decade of Developme .
szgation in the field of economic development will be infused with
SoleY Sense of purpose., Of course, the United Nations is not
I'hfalgj_a fire brigade, confined to demb in%idowghlgtgigagigga%rigade
t es $ ig no question a

and tensions, There 18 MO 4780 ynjteq Nations. At the

Unet
N on is sibility of
o ht stgetch the analogy & little

® ti ;
fupty €, however, - if I mig

he y ) 1 the economic
t T - mined effort in e
lelq fire prevention by & dsBerl C® ubtedly in the minds

of . is equally important and this was undo

QQ.gpgietwho drgfteg the Charter provisioni dgglinsm‘giglsl 2;013811’}131_1!1
t ati t cannot be the ¢O . ’
on, But fire preveln ion 8ot fons of men overywhere

Op w
el e e or the restrictive goal of
mmon involvement in

Belffgigre that they are realized, ncizt f

tank Serviation but as a measure ol OuT co .

the %nd° In this regard we have been particularly impressed ‘gyt

a"%Nlmphasis which so many delegations have placed on the nee 10

a"hieerm"e industrialization as an important element in the ear y
Vement of self-sustained economic growtho

0
leverfecti"e and practicable developm
to §i° In the saxlx)le way, international co-~operation must be geared
°°neefelti:g€?"range needs of -
ng on long-range goa :
°Stpressinggneeds o% sudden reveé’ses which can l‘md?rmine the :
tag efforts of the long-range planners With this 1n mind, Canaka
erressed vigorously for the establishment of a World Food Ban
°°Ilsi United Nations auspices. When this Coxpmittee turns toda e
b Se?{eration of item 28(e), W delegation will press for & ec
Such a Food Bank 1n operatione



-l

A 800d deal of progress has been made in this directio®
since Resolution 1496 (XV) was passed one year ago in the Geﬂd%h
Assembly, We have before us Doc.A/4907 of October 6, 1961, Wh%
outlines specific joint UN/FaQ proposals for a Food Bank,  The%
Suggestions will be given carefyl and detailed consideration ﬁa
shortly in the Fao Council, which meets at the end of this mOB
and at the eleventh Session of the FAQ Conference meeting nextbu
month in Rome, Tt is the hope of my Government that this Asseél
Paio. ot this Session set up a Worlg Feoy Bank in which top

priority will pe placed on meeting the requirements of emergen®y
situationgs, In our view it is also

relieve hunger ang misery arising fr puté
conditions, The generous offer of the United States to contri

augurs well for the Success of this bold new venture, Canada ]
for its part will also make g Ssubstantial contribution and wil

lend every effort to ensure that the World Food Bank fulfillS
its great bromise,

norease its work to accomplish the aims ang purposes for which
the organization was created. From this Committee especially
he organization should be able to expect new approaches and
hew vigour, imagination and wisdom, My delegation will pledge
its best efforts to the realization of thig era of new endeavour
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