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A Glood The king is'dead, long live the king!
Neow Year. The old yearis gone ¢nd blythely
we wish a ‘* Happy New Year,” so often forget-
ting how few of them we have to wish. The old
year is gone, we are g year nearer time's ending
and the beginning of that eternity that never
ends. The old year is gone, ana so much less of
time in which to prepare for that eternity. The
old year is gone, and our characters are more
fixed in good or il}, more in that state in which
they are likely to spend eternity. The old year
is gonte, what record does it bear of good or ill,
of work done or undone? The old year is gone,
the last year with many. What if it should
prove the last year with us? The old year is
gone, but we shall meet it again, as its record
passes in review when the scroll of life’s memo-
ries is unrolled before our minds. The old year
is gone, let us bear it reverently, wrapped in its
winding sheet, and lay it with its sins and short-
comings, fts good and gladness, at the foot of the
cross, thanking God for the good that it brought,
the opportunities and power for service, the
homes and friends and blessings, thanking him
for the sorrows and disappointments, as they led
us nearer to Him who never disappoints, and
asking Him to forgive the year that now we can-
not mend, seeking His help to make the coming
year & better one in trust and following, and
,service. than that to which we bid farewell
i There will be much of resolve, let there be an
‘i‘ea.mest looking to God for strength to carry out
,these resolves, and then it will be no meaning-
less form as we wish each other a *“ Good and
.glad New Year,”

yThe Week The grandest religious spectacle the
lof Prayer. world has ever seen is the annual
!week of prayer at the beginring of the New
iYear. It is mot a few individuals, professing
different faiths, meeting together, and each des-
cribing and extolling his own. It is the spectacle
of millions of our race bowing with true hearts
in loving, trustful, intelligent adoration before a
loving God, to whom, not in name merely, but
in spirit and in truth, they say, Our Father.

The thought is almost overwhelming. The

hearts of millions swayed as by one common
impulse ; that impulse the purest and noblest
and most Divine that can move humanity, for it
is “ the love of God shed abroad” in the heart;
and that love translated into action by their
united gathering for prayer and praise.

And as the world rollsits daily round, prayer
and praise are almost continually ascending from
some part of it. For a week there echoes from
earth to heaven the petitions and songs of the
gathered myriads. For a week it may be said of
earth as of heaven: They cease not day nor
night their holy joyous service, for it is almost
always prayer time in some land.

This year “ times are hard” with many, and
multitudes of weary and heavy laden will turn
with more earnest ionging to the Father and
Saviour who is moved with compassion at all
human want and woe. May the New Year be
the beginning of a new life to many, and the
week of Prayer be answered by the mighty
working of God’s Spirit in the hearts of men
turning them from all sin to holiness and peace.

Causefor What will we be most thankful for
Thenks. fifty years after this, when most of
us will have passed beyond time? One thing, if

‘we are in the place of thankfulness, will be, for

the opportunities of doing good. Now, we some-
times feel that the calls come too thickly. Then

we will Jook back with gratitude for them, an

the only regret will be that we did not improve
them more. Another thing, for which we will
bs thankful, if thankful at all, will be for the dis-
appointments of life, which opened our eyes to
the hollowness of much that we trusted, and led
us tolay hold swith firmer grasp upon Him who
never dicappoints. :

Snbbath School The International S. S. Les-
Lessons. sons for the first six monthsof

1804 are from Gen. 1 to Ex. 14, Old Testament
History. For the following year from July 1894,
to June 1885, they are from the ™. eof our Lord,
in the four Gospels. For the iast half of 1895,
they are again in Old Testament History from
Exodus to ] Samuel. The international system
of lessons has now continued for three terms of
seven years. Each course of lessons wasalong &
different line, but each aimed to cover the whole
Bible. The course now beginning aims {o cover
the Scripture in six years.
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Distressin  Recent reports tell of want and
@renat Oltles. gtarvation in New York and
Brooklyn and other American cities, such as has
not been known for many years. Honest, indus-
trious, able-bodied men unable to get work are
actually begging, to keep their children from
starving. In Chicago it is worse still. The
destitution is appalling. Multitudes more, to
whom the pinch of poverty will not come so
keenly, are straitened as never before., In our
own land in many places, both in the city and
country, it is the hardest winter known for many
years. Itis felt by the business community in
the stringency of money matters and dullness of
trade., Itis felt by the laboring population in
scarcity of work, and in some cases in the con-
sequent, scarcity of bread.

What lessons it teaches: lessons of econom)
and thrift ; lessons of charity for those in want ;
lessons of warning to lay up treasure in heaven,
in Christ-like character which cannot be lost;
lessons of honest self inquiry as to how far the
hard times, like those spoken of by Joei, are
owing to our witholding from God His due.
May the Divine Spirit teach <he lesson that best
suits each case and help all to learn it well.

Im ARaska. Much has been said about the
Bebring Sea and the seal fisheries. A movement
that attracts little attention, but which will be
probably of far more service to humanity is that
which has been begun of transplanting the
domestic reindeer from Siberia to Alaska. The
territory of Alaska is equal in extent to nearly
the whole of Europe. Some 26,600 Eskimos have
bad an uncertain subsistence in the walrus and
whale fishing, but this is becoming less year by
year from the visits of whaling ships. Whole
villages have starved from the failure of this
food supply and their bleached bones hasbeen dis-
covered by voyagers from passing ships, and
the whole population seemed doomed to want
and in a measure to starvation.

But Alaska produces in plenty the moss which
is the food of the domestic reindeer. This animal
is the wealth of the Lapps in Sweden, Norway,
Iceland, and. of Eastern Siberians, some having
herds of more than a thousand. The work of
purchasing these in Siberia, and transporting
them a thousand miles across to Alaska has been
begun and promises rich results. The reindeer
is excellent food. Its skin makes good clothing.
It is at once & beast of carriage and of burden.
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, Presbyterian Missionary to
Alaska, and nov’ General Agent of Education
there, began the work, applied to Congress for
aid to carry it on, and hopes that instead of a
waste tand, its people dying of starvation, they
will have in the not distant future a population
many times the present number, elevated from
a mere savage hunting life to that of herdsmen,

and living in comfort and plenty upon the food
supply of their herds of doinestic reindeer.

Waldenses It is within the memory of many of

fn Rome. our readers, that a Bible would
not be allowed in the City of Rome. And as for
a Protestant place of worship such a thing would
not be deemed of. Prisons cells awaited those
who dared to worship other than as directed by
the * Church.” Noris it long since the Waldenses
were hunted and slaughtered like wild beasts
among the hills and valleys of Piedmont, by the
legionaries of the Pope. Now the Waldensian
Church is henceforth to conduct its missions,
through all Italy, from Rome as a centre of opera-
tions.

Taikzing the One featQre about the generous
zood of wealth. gifts, which wealthy men some-
times make to the cause of humanity is that
the givers having bestowed their own benefac-
tions, live to enjoy the luxury of doing good.
Legacies are well. Many people require their
property to provide themselves & living during
their lives, and a wise disposal of what is noc
longer needed is certainly to bequeath a part to
help the world upward, but the men and women
of wealth have learned the secret of how to
“take the good of their money” who do what
good they can with it while living.

Mistawassis Rev. A. W. Lewis, writing re-

Reserve. cently speaks very highly of the
work of Miss Laura McIntosh, teacher, and says
that the government agent has promised to
repair the school house. He says *“ We had our
first sleigh drive on the 10th of October, on snow,
six inches deep. The mission goods have come
and are superior to those of any previous year,
dozens of quilts, Mrs. Lewis and I wereremem-
bered. The other day I presented the school
children with a pair of leather boots each, before
that with a pair of mits and socks. The C. E.
of the First Presbyterian Church, Port Hope,
have bought a clock for our school.

A SECRET FOR PASTORS.,

Get somebody interested in somebody elsc.
Don't try to do all the work yourself, It is
better to be Director-general for the church than
to be Worker-general ! Get somebody to advise,
or tenderly warn, somebody else, or visit them
in sorrow, or get them out to prayer-meeting, or
bible-class, or preaching; even if they should
need help themselves in these matters! Get
them all into partnership with you, in your
work. The most of people like to have just a
little—not too much—business and responsi-
bility ; and the feeling of helping the pastor, and
being partner with him in his good work, is
inspiring. They will wonder what made him
call on then ? and perhaps never find out that he
concluded it was the only way he knew to bene-
fit themselves | -Canadian Independent.
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CHRISTIANITY CONTRASTED WITH
OTHER SYSTEMS OF RELIGION.

HE “ Parliament of Religions,” has brought |

Comparative Religion before the public
more prominently than ever before. Hitherto
the subject has been conflned chiefly to college

halls, scholarly volumes, and review articles. |

Now it is popularized. Such expressions as,
«geeing the good,” " learning the goad,” ““‘adopt-
ing the good "—*‘that there is in other religions,”
have become familiar phrases. Thrice welcome,
popular thought on any subject connected with
religion, for such thought, always means the
advance of truth.

In such circumstances, it may not be uniitting
tonote some of the differences between Christian-
ity and other systems, that we may learn to
prize the more the precious tidings which the
gospel of Jesus brings, as we see it contrasted
with the ‘“‘many inventions™ which men have
sought out.

The essential points of difference between the
Christian religion and all other religious systems
may be grouped in historical order under three
heads, viz, differences in origin, in character, and
in results.

1. Differences as to their origin. Under this
general head may be noted three points of con-
trast.

(1). Contrast as to source or place of origin.
This may be broadly and simply stated in the
words of Christ : *‘I am fromabove, ye are of the
world.” Sometimes in reviews of comparative
religion, all other systems are looked upon as
having much in common with Christianity, they
being crudé and imperfect, but representing
atages in the religious progress of the race, lead-
ing upward to Christianity, which thus becomes,
to a great extent, but a development from ruder
forms of faith:and maximsprecepts anddoctrines,
are quoted from other systems, very similar in
some respects to tlose found in the Bible, to
prove & common oripin. '

The Christian religion ackaowledges no such
kinship. It comes from an entirely different
source. It has nothing in common with the
other faiths of the world, except that all religions
-point toward the supplying of the same need on
the part of man. ZThey are human remedies for
burran ill. I?¢is the Divine remedy for that iil.
They are the sick one prescribing for himself.
It is the Great Physician prescribing for him. 1t
is God lifting men out of the fearful pit and the
miry clay. They are man’s efforts to lift himself
from that pit. They are the gropings of man
after light. It is the true light. They are the
stone which man gives in answer to his fellow
man’s hungry cry. It is the bread which the
Father provides for his starving children.

Thus, although all the faiths of the world meet
around the common centre of the felt need of

i humanity, with & view of satisfying that need,
other religions have nothing in common with
| Christianity, so far as the source or place of ori-
gin is concerned. They, in their source, are
| earthly. It is heavenly and divine. They toke
their rise in the sluggish swamps and unclean
fens of man's device, and such troubled and pel-
luted springs can afford no hallowed stream. It
is the pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb.

There is one thing which may seem, in a sense,
to qualify the above statement, and that is, that
in s0 far as all human systemsare aflfected by tra-
ditions from the earliest revelations of God to
our race, they may, to that extent, seem to be
allied to Christianity, but this influence is so far
removed, that practically it has long since reach-
ed the vanishing point.

{2). A second point of contrast, for want of a
better term, we may call the dute of origin.

In “‘comparative religion,” the Christian sys-
tem is somctinies placed as the youngest mem-
ber of the family, while others are spoken of as
beside it and before it ; hoary with age while itis
in its youth. Men say to Christianity, * Thou art
not yet twenty centuries old and hast thou seen
Confucius.” To this comes the answer of Chris-
tianity, ‘“Before Confucius or Buddha was,
I am.”

True, the Christian religion in its fullest deve-
lopment of revelation is comparatively new, but
in its essence which is mutual knowledge and
love between the true God and man, it is not so.
It is older even as known to men than all others,
It is the first of which man knew, and then, if we
look farther and deeper, we find that at best,
they, being human in origin, can date back no
farther than the history of man, while Christian-
ity, in its origin, Divine, part of the cternal plan
of Him whose counsel:. are of old even from ever-
lasting, is itself eternal. Other religions are of
yesterday. The Christian religion, God's will and
plan for the redemption of the race, was old as
the eternal ages when that race’ began its his-
tory.

And turning to the future may we not say of
it, “ {rom everlasting fo everlasting.” Z%ey grow
old and pass away, but it endureth. Revealed to
men with increasing fulness as the ages roiled
by, that revelation was completed, so far as
men’s needs were concerned. with the anathema
in the closing vision of the seer in Patmos, but
when the veil of flesh is removed, there will be
clearer revelations. Deeper insight will be given
into the C :istian religion and fuller knowledge
be obtaineu ~f the height and depth and length
and breadth of that Love which passeth know-
ledge, as the transcendant truths connected with
it are grasped by maturer and ever maturing
minds. All other religions as contrasted: with
the religion which welove, are a shadow, aripple,
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a puff of empty air, and with the world and the
fashion thereof pass away.

There is, on some railways, a device by which
the engines take water without stopping. A long
trough is placed between the rails. Asthe en-

gine in its race comes to it, an attachment be-

neath, drops, catches the water, whichis thrown
by the speed into the tank. The instrument
that caught it, rises quickly as it fell, and the

-engine rushes steadily on.

So the Christian religion, God's loving plan for
the redemption of a race that was to be, pursues
its way among His maturing purposes through
the eternal ages. When that plan reaches the
point which we call time, it stoops to earth,
catches humanity in its lovingembrace, draws it
heavenward, a mighty angel swears that time
shall be no longer, and that unchanging purpose,
without a pause, goes steadily on through the
eternal acons to come, bearing with it what it
gathered to itself when it touched for 2 moment
earth and time.

(3). A vhird point of difference is the cause of
origin. All other religions have taken their rise
because of the sense of need on the part of the
creature. The Christian religion takes its rise
because of the pity and love of the Creator. This
is a point of considerable interest, involving as it
does, important doctrines of the Christian faith.

The moving cause of the Queen’s mercy to the
criminal, is the petition that is made on his
behalf. The cause of the relief sent to famine
stricken peoples is the starving cry of hungry
millions there. In like manner the cause of all
human religion is the sense of unrest and guilt
on the part of man, while the cause of the Chris-
tian religion, was not man's,petition but God's
compassion. The pity and love of Heaven viewed
from afar, even from eternity, man's want and
woe, and moved God to supply that wantand re-
lieve that woe before ever the poor victims of it
lived or cried for help. Back of man’s.cry, back
of man’s felbwant, back of allothercausesin the
redemption of the world, is the pity, the love, the
eompassion of God. In God Himself and not out-
side of Him must we look for that which moved
Him to'seek and to save the lost.

We have thus seen three very marked points
of contrast between Christianity and all other
tyeligions™ so far as origin is concerned. (). As
regards place of origin, they are of earth, it from
heaven. (2). As to date of origin, they are of
yesterday, it is of old even from everlasting.
(3). As to cause of origin, they were caused by
man's sense of his own want, its primal cause is
God’s compassion and love.

II. We will now consider some essentiel points
of difference, that may come under the general
heading of “Contrasts in character” between
Christiznity and all other systems. These points
of contrast mey, for convenience, be grouped in
three trios, having reference respectively to the

object of worship, the worshipper, and the wor-
shaip.
(1). The first trio looks Godward, having refer-
ence to the contrasts in the character and atti-
tude of the Deity, set before men by Christianity
on the one hand, and the gods of human systemws
on the ofber.
(a). The first point of contrast in this regard is
in the character of the Being or beings honored
and worshipped.
The ideas of Deity prevailing among the races
of men vary widely. Some,cf them in the lower
scale of religions that are but varieties of fetish-
ism or animism, are very gross. Othersagain
that represent the more abstract, philosophical,
spiritual forms of faith, have their ideas of Deity
of a somewhat more elevated type, but often less
clearly defined. But whether in the lower or
higher scale, the teaching concerning Diety, is,in
its underlying principles, largely the same. The
deities of ali other religions, being creations of
the human mind, rise no higher than their source,
are of like passions with men, and often, mon-
sters of iniquity } their misshapen idols, graven
by art and man's device, being fitting emblems
of the moral qualities which these images repre-
sent.
Contrast with these the Being whom the Chris-
tian religion sets before us as the object of wor-
ship. Omnipotent, creating all things by the
word of His power. By his infinite might up-
holding and guiding all things. Omniscient, no-
thing hidden from his.gaze. Of purer eyes than
1o behold iniquity. A Beingso great that he tak-
eth up the isles o5 a very little thing, and hangeth
theearth uponnothing, andyet hiscareso minute
that a.sparrow cannot fall to the groudd without
your Father, and the very bairs of your head all
numbered. Infinite eternal and unchangeable
in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness,and truth ; glorious in holiness, fearful
in praises, doing wonders.
And-these pexfections donot merely seem great
because He is far off, and His Being shrouded in
mystery. When He comes near, in the person of
the God man, the beauty and gloxy is i no.way
lessened. His greatness is seen along every line,
and those who study that life on earth most
closely, but see its grandeur shining the more
wondrously. On the throne of the eternal and
 in the valley of humiliation the same. Well may
Every kindred, every tribe, .
On this terrestrial ball ;
To Him all Majesty ascribe

_And crown Him Loxd of all.

(b). A second point of contrast with regard to
what different religions teach of Deity, is that
while all other systems teach of a power fo be
reconciled, Christianity tells of a reconciled God.

As the heathen looks up to the being whom

he worships, he sees one whose normal condition

i
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is displeasure. He sces and hears his wrath in
the shrick of the storm, the thunder’s roil and
tbe lightning'~ flash. He sces evidence of that
displeasure in every ill that comes to Him in
body, mind or estate. The Christian religion
tells men that like as a Tather pitieth his chil-
dren 50 the Lord pitieth them that fear Him,and
in the words of its Gresr Teacher bids them say
* Qur Father.”

In this regard the contrast is well set forth in
the words of Scripture, ‘*“¥e have not received
the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have
received the spirit of adoption whereby we cry,
t Abba, Father.'” These two spirits characterize
buman systemson the one hand and Christunity
on the other. All other systems have the spirit
of bondage. They deal with a God unreconciled,
whose service is a dread necessity rather than a
delight. Fear is normal state of the worshipper.
The Christian religion in the human heart, has
s its essential feature the spirit of adoption.

Not merely does Christianity teach the fact of
adoption, that we are received into the number,
and have a right to all the privileges of, the sons
of God, but it gives the spirit that enables the
Christian to enjoy his adoption, to enter into
fullest sympathy with it and say * Qur Father.”

A child may be adopted into a family and have
a right to its privileges, but in spirit he may
have little liking for his surroundings, his foster
parents, and theduties of hisnew home. Another
child may be adopted and have the same rights
and may have in addition a love for the family,
and all that concerns it. Both of these children
have adoption into their respective families, but
one has the spirit of adoption, the other has not.

The followers of other religious systems may
have a declared right to all the privileges which
these systems claim to bestow upon those who
embrace them, but the spirit is one of bondage,
the head »of the family is dreaded not loved, and
the service of that head is a duty instead of &
delight.

The Christian has not only a right to all the
privileges of the sons of God, but that God is to
him the object of affection, a father, & friend.
His service is joy, in His presence fulness of joy.

(c). A third point of contrast as welook toward
the object of worship, is, that Christianity not
only represents its Deity reconciled, but as seek-
ing man, while all other religions represent man
as seeking God.

In no other system would.there be a place for
the parable of the lost sheep, and the shepherd
leaving the ninety and nine in the wilderness
and seeking that which was gone astray until he
find it. The parable of the prodigal with his
hunger, is suited to them 2], but the other side
of the picture, thelonging yearning Father, they
%now not.

The reason of this is plain. Man realizes his
guilt and his responsibility, and his conception

-

of . God is that which an accusing conscience
tells him he deserves, viz., an ofTended one; who
seeks not, cares not, for the offender. The only
conception of a God that such a mind, left to it
self can form, is something corresponding to its
sense of guilt, an offended God who seeks not
but must be sought. The idea of a God of love
and mercy,seeking the sinner, could not originate
in a mind full of conscious guilt, it must come
from outside revelation.

Do we not see the same thing in buman expe
rience yet. The anxicus snul stands self con
demned, feels that God is afar off and that some
great mental or spiritual journey must be under
taken to find Him, all unconscious of the fact
that God is seeking it. And when this glad truth
dawns upon it, that God is seeking it, justasit
is, to make it better, it yields himself to Him
and finds rest and peace. ’

2. We pass on to notice a sccond trio of con-
trasts in character, between Christianity and
other “‘religions.” Contrasts leoking not God-
ward but manward.

(a) The first of these is that all other faiths,
have, as their central idea, escape of the wor-
shipper from penalty. This is the one thing to
which all their works tend. This is the main-
spring of all their service. The central idea in
the Christian religion, the moving principle in
all its work and worship, is the attraction of
loving hearts to aloved and loving Saviour.

True, the teachings of our sacred books have
much that savors of penalty. “Tlee from the
wrath to come.” Tura ye, turn ye, for why will
ye die. But this is its message to those outside
its pale. All who embrace it, have nothing to
do with penalty. Other religions have as their
motive which animates them all through their
lives, escape from ill, and that ill a penalty.
Christianity says to its followers: Thereis there-
fore now no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus.

True, there is so much of imperfection and sin
that the law has still at times its terrors, but
this ought not so to be. Christianity teaches
men to serve and worship because they lave, and
teaches that the greatest penalty to the soul that
stands in a right relationship to God, is to be’
deprived of the privilege of service and love.
What the truc Christian most laments is his
feeble hands and cold heart in the serviceof God.

() In close conncction with the last+point of
contrast is a second, wiz. : That all otherreligions
are based upon the idea of payingthis penalty Ly
human merit and sacrifice and suffering. The
Christian religion is based upon payment being
already made by the merit and sacrifice and suf-
fering of another.

This is a necessary consequence of a contrast
previously mentioned, for if human systems aill
represent man as seeking God, he must necessar-
ily bring something in bis hands to win the
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fn.vor’of that God and make Him willing to re- ,

ceive him.
that God is seeking mau, represents him as pro
viding all that is necessary for the finding and
saving of man.

If the Buddhist possesses sufficient merit he
may at death attain absorption int® Nirvana,
otherwise he must again pursue his weary round
of existence, to expiate by suffering the sins of
a former state. -

If at the final balancing of accounts the good
works of & Mohammedan outweigh the bad
ones by so much as the weight of a pin, on the
strength of that merit he passes safely over the
narrow hairsbreath way that bridges the place
of woe and is received into his paradise of sen-
sual delights, while if his bad works outweigh
his good ones by so much as the weight of a pin,
he falls off that bridge, in attempting to cross,
and is plunged into the hell that yawns beneath.

All other religions are on the hireling system.
Something in their hands they must bring or
they need not come to God, and the more of
merit they can bring, either in the way of suffer-
ing relieved for others; or toil or suffering in-
flicted upon self, the higher will they stand
in the estimation of the powers above and the
more will they receive from them.

The Christian religion, based upon the cove-
nant of grace, offers eternal life upon the merits
of another who has paid all penalties and satis-
fied all claims. Its song is

Nothing in my hands 1 bring,
Simply to thy cross I cling.

Thus Christianity on the one hand. and human
systems on the other, bring men before their
idea of God in an entirely different attitude.
They bring man as a purchaser. “Ifast twice

(c). A third point of contrast in character,

The Christian religion, teaching , somewhbat closely related to the two last men

tioned is, that human systems all deal more or
less with the form of worship. The merit on
which they depend consists in the outward and
visible. Christianity,on the other hand, attaches
importance only to the spirit. True it demands
that all things pertaining to its approaches unto
God shall be done decently and in order, but
where there is true reverence of. spirit it cannot
be otherwise than in order, no matter what form
it may take.

Not only do other religions attach importance
to form, but they depend for their acceptance
with their deities upon the mode in which that
worship is conducted, upon what we might call
the guantity of it, upon what is outward and
visible.

Christian worship depends for its acceptance
with its Deity wholly upon the spirit in which it
is offered. Man looketh at the outward appear-
ance, God looketh at the heart. Its Deity him-
self has said, “ When ye pray use not vain repe-
titions as the heathen do for they think they
shall be heard for their much speaking., Be ye
not therefore like unto them. But thou when
thou prayest enter into thy closet and when thou
hast shut to thy door, pray to thy Father who
seeth in secret, and thy Father, who seeth in
secret, Himself shall reward thee openly.”

“We have in this contrast an explanation of
the elaborate rituals that are sometimes seen in
connection with the observances of other reli-
gions. Their form is their essence and the more
complete that essence the more acceptable as
worship. The necessity, the urgency, of an emp-
ty heart, which is in suck cases the mother of
invention, leads to ever new modes and methods

week, I give tithesof all that I possess.” It bri}lgs and rites in worship. The Christian religion, on
man before God as a beggar, “ God be merciful | the other hand, placing nodependence upon such

to me a sinner.”

rites, teaches that with this man will I dwell,

But has Christianity no place for good works?  with Him that is humble and of a contrite heart

Most certainly. Its aini is to lead men to merito- | and who trembleth at my word, and in its purest

rious lives, but it teaches that all such are value- | state gives heed to the spirit and not to form.

less so far as the attachment of merit to them is
concerned. While other religions teach men to
work that they may be saved from penalty, the
Clristian religion teaches that they work because
they have been saved from sin and hate and dis-
obedience to holiness and service anc Jove.

In this connection a farther thouylit is sug.
gested that is sometimes overlooked even in
Christian teaching, namely this, that the good
works of a Christian, are not merely in gratitude
for having been saved from penalty, but they are
an essential part of the salvation itself. The
fundamental idea of salvation in the Christian
system is not that men are swved from penalty
to freedom from penalty, but saved from dis-
obedience to obedience, from sin to holiness.
His name shall be called Jesus, Saviour, becnuse
He shall save His people from their sins.

It is interesting to look at this point in conneu
tion with the controversy that sometimes comes
to the surface in the agitation for a more elabo-
rate ritual in connection with the worship of the

Presbyterian Church. If the essence of other -

religions in their form, and the essence of the
Christian religion is its spirit; the desire for
elaboration of ritual is a retrograde rather than

1
a forward movement ; a iowering rather than a :

raising of the stan@ard of worship, a drawing '
nearer to the faiths of man rather than to the ’

worship which God seeks.

The “felt want™in Christian worship is to be |

supplied not by more form, but more spirit ; not
more of the outward but more of the inward;
not more of the earthly and human, but more of
the heavenly and divine. Where this is not
given, the most elaborate ritual will be in vain
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to draw the sinner from his sins or the saint
nearer to his Saviour. Where it i3 enjoyed in
full rich measure, 211 longing for elaborate forms
will cease.

Strangers ray have more or lessof ceremony
in their intercourse with each other, not so the
child with its father. Form in suck cases, be-
yond what is necessary for the becoming inter-
change of love, but acts as a barrier to the free
outgoing of that love, and the child of God in his
iutercourse with his heavenly Father, wants not
the mind diverted by multiplied forms, beyond
what are necessary to that communion, but in
child like confidence and trust he seeks to hold
fellowship with Him.

There is yet a trio of contrasts in character be-
tween Christianity and all other systems of reli-
: gion, a trio that looks, not Godward, nor man-

% ward, but toward the religious system itself,
! showing the exclusiveness of Christianity as
contrasted with all other faiths,

(1). The first of these contrasts is that fZey can
1 all live side by side with each other. Their motto
is one which in commerciallife is a good one,
“Liveand let live,” The Athenians had their
. | gods many, but lest some deity of which they
i were ignorant, should be offended by their un-

. . ,
o ——— ey o s g

S,

conscious neglect they had an altar with this
.} inscription, “To the unknown.”

In the multitudes of the different .Arabian
tribes that gathered at the holy shrine in Mecca
befere the advent of Mohammed, each tribe had
some one of the three hundred and sixty-five
't deities whose images were gathered there, and
all worshipped in harmony. But Christianity
" 3 brooks no rival. “My glory will T not give to
4 another nor my praise to graven images.” Its
claim is to universal dominion. As I livesaith
‘1 the Lord, every knee shall bow to me. All other

i systems are not only different from it, but, being
. 180, are necessarily in antagonism to it. The cry-
‘mg sin of God's people of old was idolatry, the
‘worslnp of other gods. Christianity regards all
.other systems as opposed to the work it has be-
‘fore it, the redemption of the race from sin to
“the love and service of the only true God throug:
'§esus Christ the Saviour. The very first com-
mand in the decalogue is “thou shall have no
other gods before me,” and these words *‘ before
me” teach us that God who seeth all things
taketh notice of and is much displeased with the
sin of having any other god.

(2). Not only do other systems admit of com-
_‘promise with each other, but of compromise with

'sin. Tt gives no quarter to other systems of reli-

igxon and no quarter tosin. And this point of
contmst is not merely that they allow what tke

:Christian faith holds to be sin, but taking their
.‘0\\ v'n moral standards, so far asthey have them,

‘they may admit to the faver of their deities by
dpurchase or otherwise what their standards dis-
- approve,

N
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In some of tiue heathen systems of morals and
religion there are precepts that are pure and
lofty, but these precepts are not binding as with
the precepts of the Christian faith. They are
not conditions of acceptance to the favor of
heaven, They are rather recommendations than
laws, and the man who disregards them, so far
as they affect his moral character, may by hix
attention to forms or lis offerings to the gods
condone his sins and be favored of heaven.

Christianity on the other hand will give no
quarter to sin. It will accept no one upon any
conditions, who clings lovingly to something that
it condemns. Its God is one who cannot look
upon sin, even the least, but with abhorrence. If
I regard iniquity even in my heart the Lord will
not hear me, and the condition of entrance into
the better life is that ¢ there shall not enter into
it anything that defileth necither whatsoever
worketh abomination or maketh 2 lie.”

(3). Once more, other religions compromise not
only with each other and with sin, but with self.
Christianity does not. All other faiths leave self
unmolested ; some of them may seem to be the
reverse. With their penances and self inflicted
sufferings, they appear at first glance to involve
much of self denial, but not so. The flesh may
be crucified in one way and self gratified in the
very act, and whatever measures of self denial
there may be so far as the flesh is concerned, it is
but the gratification of the spirit. Xf we were to
look for pride, for self righteousness, for self, in
all its loftiness and sufficiency, we would find it
in its most luxurant growth under the wretched
garb and flesh denying life of some fakir or der-
vish, some hermit or monk, some holy man
whose life 3eems ope of self denial and whose
heart is full of self. filled with satisfaction on ac-
count of his own fancied superior righteousness.

It may be broadly stated thatnone of the other
systems of religion interfere with self. They,
for the most part, allow self to hold its sway
along the lines which most commend themselves
to the taste of the individual. The Christian re-
ligion on the other hand lays down emphatically
the broad principle, *“1f any man will come after
me let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow. me.” Self will must give way to
Christ's will. Full, unconditional surrender of
self, with the hopes and aims and leves andjoys
and prospects that self may have entertained is
His standard of acceptance. He will have no
divided affection or worship. He comes to the
door of the heart, secks admittance, but will only
come in on condition that self goes out. He
comes to the throne of the heart and askstn
reign there and will only accept it when self is
driven from it.

Whosoever there be that forsaketh not all that
he hath, giveth it a subordinate place, cannot

bemy disciple. (Concluded. in neat issue.)
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On Home Fork,

Ferroua, The name sounds strong. In this
new “iron” town in Pictou Co., N.S.,
the few Presbyterians were organized mto a
mission station in 1892, and now there is a regu-
larly organized congregation of some 70 families
and 110 comraunicents, with an energetic settled
pastor and a fine new church, fitly named Zion,
opened 19th November. Progress and rapid
growth is not confined to the Northwest. May
the moral and spiritual character of the new
congregation be iron in strength unmixed with

miry clay.

Noel. In the same province, lying beside
Fundy's sixty foot tides, is another con-
gregation, one of the oldest in Nova Scotia, of
staunch and loyal stock. A. most cheering pri-
vate letter from the pastor, to the Agent of the
Church, tells of rrogress hexre too. Ship building,
the people’s main source of revenue in the past,
has fallen off and times are dull, but the work
of the congregation shows what can be done by
& willing people. The pastor says: “‘On receiv-
ing' your communication this summer, anent
Toreign Missions, I brought the matter before
the congregation and it was agreed by the ses-
sion to take the Foreign Mission collestion in
Qctober. Returning from Synod, I preached
about that meeting, calling attention to it in the
three principal sections and announced the col-
lection for Foreign Missions.” The result was “a
gréat deal better than ever we have done before,
Anumber of the people were surprised at the
amount given. One max said he did not think
there was so much ready cash in the place.”
Here is one secret of success, the minister catch-
ing fire at the meeting of the Synod, preaching
on' the work, calling attention to the schemes,
ete. As a rule, when the minister is interest-
ed zand faithfully keeps the work of the
Church before the people, they will help with
cheerful glad hearts according to their ability,
and will be all the more cheerful and glad for
doing it. ~ Farther, we are "hot surprised when
the same pastor writes of cheering additions to
the membership of the Church. °

U.P. Gift to in the December RECORD was the

Maxn.{oll. statement, copied from a valued
exchange, which afterwards corrected the mis-
take, that the U. P. Church of Scotland had
given one thousand pounds to Manitoba College.
The amouut was oue hundred pounds, a goodly
gift. Again we may repeat our thanks for the
men and women that Britain sends to.aid in
giving characterto o0  new land, and our thanks

Pres. College, I'rom the annual circular issned
Rontreal. by the Board of Management of
the Presbyterian Collegé, Montreal, tve learn that
the sum of §7,000 is this year required, over and
above the interest aceruing from the endowment
fund and the guaranteed salary of on. of the pro-
fessors. This sum is larger than usual, owing to
the fact that in addition to the regular annual
expenditure as in previous years, certain neces-
sary repairs were recently effected upon the
buildings. The attendance of students this ses
sion is the largest in the history of the College.
It is hoped that the claims of the institution will
be kept in mind when Congregations apportion
their contributions to the schemes of the Chuxch.

Maple The Robertson memorial church, Maple
Creelt. Creek, N W.T., was formally opened
and dedicated on Oct. 20th, by Rev. R. A. Mon-
roe, who the same evening preached his farewell
sermon previous to his departwe for South
Edmonton. The church is of stone and will be
a lasting, memorial of the late Rev'd Angus
Robertson, first moderator of Calgary Presby-
tery and pioneer missionary in this part of the
great “ Lone Land.”

Fish Creek, A new Presbyterian Church was

Alberta.  gpened at Fish Creek Forks,
Alberta, not long since. This is the fifth church
which Rev. J. A, Matheson of Davisburg has
assisted in opening since his arrival from Pine
Hill College, Halifax, about three years ago.
In this goodly land, which, not long since was
under the exclusive sway of the Buffalo and the
savage, the laborers for Christ are beginning to
see the fruits of their work. To-day there are
churches in almost all the main settlements of
Southern Alberta,

Fish Creek Forks occupies the central point of
what is termed the Foot Hills' fleld, the other
points being Red Deer Lake and Sheep Creek
Forks. Ranching is the principal occupation of
the settlers. 1Mr. F. A. McRae of Queen’s College
has laboured zealously and successfully during
the summer months. Mr. W, L. Atkinson is his
successor for the winter term, This fleld is

St. Andrew's Churgh,
six dollars per w:gk
salary.
| Foot-Hills is the name applied to that hilly
' country along the East side of the Rocky Moun
| tains and extends about fifty milessouth from the
C.P. R. Railway. All these points are important
to our church, they need careful attention. Our

supported by the Ladies Missionary Society of
Toronto, who contribute .
towards the missionary's )

people are here, others sre falling in withus, and |
though the cause at many a point is struggling, | {
the future will prove that money and enexgy }

as Presbyterians to the generous churches of
Scotland and Ireland that follow their people:
with timely and kindly gifts to aid us in

providing all our new comers with the Gospel. | were well spent.

\
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Synod of Man. Meb at Portage la Prairie
and the N.W.  from Nov. 16th to 20th. Rev,
P. Wright was elected moderator. The attend-
ance of members was not large, owing in some
measure no doubt to the great distances and
expense of travel. The chief subject of consider-
ation, as was fitting, was Home Missions; on the
one hand the field with its needs, on the other
hand, Manitoba College, as one large source of
supply for these needs. The claims of the college
were strongly urged. ** Whether able to give
much or little, let a part be for Manitoba College.”
The Church and Manse Building Fund, Prohibi-
tion, Sabbath Schools, &c., were carefully consid-
ered and planned for through three busy days.
The Synod adjourned to meet in Winnipeg on
the second Tuesday of Nov. next, at 8.00 p.m.

Chuarch and By the report submitted to the
Manse ¥und. Synod of Manitoba, this Fund.
during the eleven and a half years of its exist-
ence, has helped to build 220 churches, and 42
manses. Even since the date of the report to the
General Assembly in June last, the Board had
granted aid to help in building twenty-four
churches and six manses. Of these new build-
ings seventecn were in the Synod of Manitoba
and thirteen in the Synod of British Columbia,
Dr. Robertson at Synod strongly urged the con-
gregations of these Synods to support this Fund.
They had a right to do so. Even a moderate
contribution would be a great help to it. Espe-
cially should these who had received aid do
liberally in enabling it to help new and needy
missions in building their places of worship.

Presbyteries Owing tc the distances that
inMan.&N.W. ministers in the North West have
to travel to reach meetings of Presbytery, it is
proposed to readjust some existing Presbyteries,
and form new ones covering a smaller area, thus
enabling them to exercise Presbyterial oversight

nore effectively. A proposal to form a new
Presbytcry out of certain congregations in the

| by Miss McLaren.

health in the neightorhood of the Adirondacks,
and is so far recovered that he is .able todo a
little Home mission work.

Coligny College, This College is the property

Qttawsa. of the Church. It became so
four years ago and has since been carried on
under & Committee of the General Assembly.
The term just ended has been a very successful
one. The number of resident and day students
has reached one hundred. The Christian atmo-
sphere andlife and harmony of the College seems
very marked. There is a C. E. Society, and all
the teachersand boarders belong to it. The next
term opens on the third of January with exceed-
ingly bright prospects. Some idea of its thorough
equipment and advantages may be learned from |
the advertisement on another page, which par-
ents, desiring for their daughters an education
in a refined Christian home would do well tn
consult.

DBrowning A gloom has been cast over one of
atBirtle. oyrmost promising Indian Schools
in the North-West by the drowning of three
Indian b _; belonging to the Industrial Schoel
at Birtle. Mr. George G. McLaren, the principal,
had gone to an Indian reserve not far distant, to
get some more pupils, and one of hislast charges
to the boys was not to go near the river, although
some of the people had been skating on it for a
fortnight previous. Miss McLaren, the matron,
and Miss McLeod, assistant, were busily engaged,
with a number of the children, in some duties
about the place when a cry was raised that some
of the boys were in the river. The women both .
ran with a rope to the rescue. One little fellow
about ten yeers of age was floating on his back,
keeping himself up, but so chilled that when
Miss McLaren threw a rope to him he could not
hold onto 1t to pull himself out of the water on
to the ice. Miss McLeod ran out on the ice to
try and reach him, but broke in and was saved
Soon some men arrived with

Presbyteries of Brandon, Reck Lake and Regina, | poles and the poor little fellow was rescued, but
met with the general approval of Synod and was | three of his companions aged about seven or
transmitted to Assmbly. In addition a com- | eight were drowned. Miss MecLaren in a private
mitteé was appointed to consider the iwhole | Jetter to Prof. Baird, which is in the January

matter of rearrangement of Preshyteries and
report to next Synod.

Albernl. The F. M. Committee, W. D. hope that |
the negotiations in progress will soon result in |
the appointment of a missionary to Alberni. The {
Indians are looking anxiously for his coming. |
The girls’ school there is full beyond its proper (
capacity. The teachers are eagerly looking for- |
ward to the time when they will have & new

building and be able to accommodate some other

children wao are seeking admittance. They |
could do ‘more and better work by far as thel
present quarters are very confined. The late

missionary, Rev. J. A. McDonald, is seeking |

Children's Record, gives a very vivid picture of
the sad scene, and of the weird and awful death
wail of the poor Indian mothers, who came as
soon as the sad newsreached them. The parents,
Sioux and Crees, feit their loss very sorely, for
the parent heart is there, bul noword of reproach
or blame was spoken. Our prayers are asked un
behalf of both Indians and teachers in their
times of discouragement and trial.

The, seventeen children of the Portage La
Prairie Mission School were all present on Xor-
eign Mission evening at the meeting of the
Synod of Manitoba and the North-West, and

sang a hymn in an interval between addresses.
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Progress in

the West.  ,nd sixteen points occupied in the
North West, now there are 730 points at which
services are held. Then there were 1,153 mem-
bers, now there are 1,600. Then for all purposes
$15,100 were contributed, now $239,273.

Disciplinein  Discipline in an Indian In-
Indisn Schools. dyustrial school is a problem
bristling with difficulties. The Indian neither
inculcates nor expects obedience inhis child, and
with the exception of an occasional blow struck
in an outburst of passion, which is rather an
expression of impatience than an attempt at
training, there is no such a thing as discipline in

‘the family. The mission teacher must not there-
fore count upun any support from the houmes of
hisspupils, nor any beginning of respect for auth-
ority in the experience of the young savages who
are entrusted to his care. The Rev. A. J.
McLeod of Regina is making an attempt to carry
the feeling of his school with him in acts of dis-
cipline by having the culprit tried by a jury of
his peers. Hereis how it works ina case reported
in the little cydustyle newspaper “ Progress™
issued by theschoul. “‘Court wasleld in the boy’s
dormitory, Saturday evening week” at 8.45p.m.,
the Principal on the bench. There were two
cases on the docket that of George Bill Cote
(No. 25) having three charges against him, for
fig’ ting, and Edward Cote, for stealing. M.
Dinsmore ably conducted the prosecution in both
cases, the ‘““editor™ being the counsel for the
defence. In the first case, No. 25 was repri-
manded gand let off on his promising to do better,
The second was a little more serious, but judg-
ment, was finally rendered to the effect that the
accused receive two days at the “disgrace table”

- on bread and water. The jurors were: Senior
Monitor, Jos. Cote (foreman), Junior monitor,
John Cools, Capt. Chas. Cote, Francis Favil,
Angus Boru and John Sieveright.” The plan
should succeed and should be an excellent train-
ing for the boys in self government.

Change in Mr. and Mrs. Wellbourn of
Indian Missioms. Stoney Plain school, near
Edmonton, have resigned, after two years faith-
ful service,owing to the state of Mrs. Wellbourn’s
health. Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Wright of Crow-
stand school staff, take the vacant place. Rev.
Hugh McKay's helper, Wm. McKenzie is study-
ing for the ministry at Manitoba College, and
Mr. Sahlmark, Mr. MeKay'sbrother-in-law takes
his place.

Miss Rebecca, Scott, of Annan, Ont., is instruct-
ress in sewing &c., at Crowstand. The Birtle
Schoo! after carrying on its work for so long in a
place butill suited, has moved into the fine stone
school erected by the W. F. M. S.

Mr. A. B. Morton has resigned his position as

head teacher in the Re%na School and his place
has been taken by Mr. D. C. Munro.
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In 1881, there were one hundred

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR COLUMN.

Nearly two thousand Christian Endeavor So
cieties have been formed since the Montreal
Convention, making in all 29,360 C. E. Societies
now in the world. What a working force ! What
a power for good! What a training school for
workers in the Church! The only way to make
it the greatest possible force for good is for each
individual society to do itsbest in its own sphere.
And the way to accomplish this end is for each
member to do faithfully, earnestly, and well, the
work that comes to hand. Great results are to
be achieved by,the C*E. Society, not by greatcon-
ventions, pleasant and profitat:le as these are, but
by the faithful work of individuals. ¢ Little
drops of water, little grains of sand, etc.”

One line of The Christian Endeavor department
C. E. work. of the Presbyterian Journal, says :
If any of our Christian Endeavor young people
are careless in the matter of attendance at the
regular services of their own Church, ‘they
should be reminded that they are most solemnly
pledged to be in their own church at every regu-
lar service unless providentially detained. By
doing this you will most effectively prove your
loyalty to ¢ Christ and the Church.’”

Associate There is no associate membership in

Members. Heaven. There should be none on
earth. Do not say, “If that is the case I will
withdraw.” That would be going backward.
Go forward. Become active members. You are
only doing half your duty, a very small half at
that, so long as you remain *‘ associate.” Christ
does not say ‘ Go look on,” but *“ Go work.”

¢ Associate member” and *¢ Christian ¥ndegv-
or” are & contradiction in terms, for there is no
endeavor in being merely associated wtih those
who are trying to work. You have done well to
come this far, to “ associate ” yourself with such
a company, but you do not well to remain where
you are. Press on. Noah's carpenters were
“gagsociate members,” but they never went any
farther., You have done well to come thus far.
You do notwell toremain where you are. There
is no associate membership with Christ, °

Associates There is another place where there

in Evil. should be no associate membership,
that is, in evil. Pass not to active membership
but get away from it altogether. Avoid every
appearance of evil. Blessed is the man that
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in
the seat of the scornful. Go not in the way of
evil men, avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it

and pass away. If you are in doubt as to whether
that which you indulge is evil, it is evil for you.

€. E. Prayer We read of a Prayeér Meetin

Meeting. Committee in a place in Pennsyl-
vanis, that went six miles to hold a prayer meet-
ing in a sick room.
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AStriking The following incident related by

Contrast. My, Beauchamp, missionary, illus-
trates the striking contrast that has taken place
in the attitude of the French Canadians towards
those who are seeking to give them the Gospel.
Now they are received gladly and treated res-
pectfully. It was different some years ago, when
in one instance a certain colporteur had been
declared against by the village priest,andcharged
+with baving a cloven hoof. The man in whose
house he was, actually believed this until the
colporteur took off his boots and stockings, and
showed his feet to the assembled family. So
incensed was the man at being deceived by the
priest, that he soon afterwards left the church
and became a convert to Protestantism.

French Werk DMy, E, D. Pelletier has been ap-

in Ontario. pointed to French Mission
works in Algoma, balf his support to be paid by
the Home Mission Fund in cuonsideration of the
Home work that he is doing, the other half by
the French Board. Mr. Pelletier writes: 1

clergy. They have been placed under the ban by
the Bishop of Montreal and instead of yielding
they have prosecuted him for libel before the
courts. Knuwledge, the pure gospel, the Bibla,
distributed now when minds are open to ingqairy
will be far more effective than when indifference
and infidelity have set in.

Pointe-aux<Trembles  These well known
Schools, achools are this session
filled to overflowing. The Principal reports that
“every bed is occupied” and the work prugresses
satisfactorily. On Sabbath, Dec. 17th, the Lord’s
Supper was observed, thirteen partaking for
the first time, and about sixty altogether.
Parents have opposition in sending their child-
ren. If the older children of a family are sent,
the priest will refuse communion to the younger
ones and they will be lovked upon as .he oatcasts
of the parish. The Principal writes :(—
“ Inspite of all thesedifficulties ourschoolshave
carried on their noble work of reseue, and every
gession kas scen many a young soul brought

bave gone over the ground as fully as possible at | frosu darkness to light through faith in Jesus.

Chelmsford and Cartier, I have visited the fam-

Gur schools huve sent messengers of the Gospel

ilies, held meetings, and made arrangements for to every 1001"1“3"05 this Province, and to their
Loth French and English work during the | itfluence and faithful work is in large measure

winter. At Chelmsford we have quite & group
of French peuple who are Protestants. You can
hardly imagine with what joy I was welcomed
by them. Iintend to try and get a school for
them. The Roman Catholic School as it is gets
all the taxes. We have no church of any kind
in this place as yet.”

omeAfmin  On every hand there are tokens
French Workke of g reaction against the as-
sumed authority of the clergy in the Church of
Pome. FPeople are claiming the right to think
for themselves in some things, such as the right
t0 o, voice in the expenditure of the money which
they give for church purposes, the right to a
share in the management of the schools, the
right, in short, which Protestantism everywhere
claims and grants. The Church on the other
hand seeks to be supreme in al! matters temporal
and spiritual. In old France the result of a wide
spread breaking away from clericalism is almost
equally widespread atheism and infidelity, and
one work befcre our Church now is to seek to
guide aright the awakening thought and life of
this new France that the results may not be as
in the old world. The revolt from the demin-
ation of priestly authority is inevitable. It must
come. Where men think they must assert their
manlood and its rights. Yea the revolt has
come, in ways that would not have been dreamed
of twenty years ago. Parishioners have con-
tested their rights with their priests before the
courts and have won. Catholic newspapers have
boldly deelared the rights of the people and
declaimed against wrong when done by the

due the great change which has tuken place in
the disposition of the French Canadians.

Our pupils are divided into five classes. The
class of the beginners is the most numerous, and
is composed of very differcnt elements. Pupils
who are over twenty years of age learn their
letters with boys of twelve. The higher class is
far less numerous, and it is formed of young
men who are preparing themselves for college or
university. i

The classes are taught from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
with two and a half hour’s recreation. The rest
of the time is spent in study and housework.
Every day’s work is opened and closed with
farmily prayer, and every morning the Bible is
taught to all the classes from nine to ten. On
Sabbath we have regular services as well as a
Sundeay-school, and the pupils hold a prayer
meeting among themselves, which is well
attended.

Everything is working harmoniously, and we
feel that the Lord is with us and that the Holy
Spirit is doing His blessed work in many a young
soul that has been enlightened by the Gospel.”

The large attendance of pupils this session
entails largely increased expenditure, but the
Church has never yet failed to provide the funds
necessary to carry on the work, and the simple
statement of the needs of the schools will stim-
ulate very many to help in their maintenance.
Pointe-auxw-Trembles is & household +word
throughout the Church. The mission schools
there have been greatly honored of God in the
past and the present session gives promise of
results exceeding those of any preceding year.,
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Owe gmimi Bissions.

From TUnder date Sept.8, Rev. J.W. Mackenzie
Efate. writes to Mr. Morrison of Halifax. He
says, “ The work at Mele continues to prosper
and quite a number have now joined us.” This
is the Island off Efate, that so long held out
against the Gospel, and which for twenty years
was a burden of the prayers of the good mission-
ary and his wife. A few months ago their
prayers were answered, while they were away
in Australia on furlough, and their joy when
they returned and found the state of matters,
was as the joy of harvest. Poor Mrs, Mackenzie
was not permitted long to enjoy the ingathering,
but it has gone on. Mr., Mackenzie writes, **Lam
still very lonely, but amn expecting my eldest
daughter to come and stay with me. She will
not only be company for me, but assist me in
the work.” Miss Mackenzie is & young woman,
about twenty one years of age. She has studied
in Australia and is by profession a trained nurse,
but is in the meantime giving up all the advan-
tages of life in Sydney to share with her father
the loneliness and work in Efate. Noble girl!
Worthy daughter of worthy parentage,

Erromanga. Our Erromanga missionary, Mr.
Robertson, writing from Sydney, mentions in
o postscript to a private letter, that his son Gor-
don, who has been attending college in Aus-
tralia ¢ has just passed his senior examination,
and as dux of the college, gets a gold medal, and
£15 sterling.” Where the missionaries are com-
pelled to part with their children at the carly
aze of five and sixyears, to keep them from learn-
ing bad habits from native children, and to send
them away among strangers, what a cause of
thankfulness it must be to them to see these
children, the burden of so many prayers, and all
the more because absent, apply themselves so
faithfully to work, and do so well, The burden
of parting, and living away from them, is sore,
but how rich the compensation in the instances
mentioned in this issue.

Disabled The health of our own three
Missionaries. missionaries and their wives in
the New Hebrides has been in marked contrast
to that of some of the laborers. The missionaries’
wives have felt the effects of climate and work
more than the men have done, but even in weak-
ness have toiled bravely on. The missionaries of
the Presbyterian Church of Victoria have had a
different experience. Rev. H. A. Robertson, in
g private note, writes, * Revs. Dr. Paton, and
Messrs. D. MacDonald, A. H. MacDonald, Leggat,
and F. Paton, are cupported by the Presbyteriau
Church of Victoria. Rev. Dr. Paton has not
been a missionary in our group since 1380, or for
thirteen years. Rev. A. H.MacDonald and Rev.
Fred. Paton are leaving, broken down in health

after only three and one years respectively. Rov.
Mr. Morton hes left for the same reason, while
your missionaries, McKenzie, Annand, and
Robertson, and their wives, have, untii now,
been permitted to lnbor continuously for twanty
two years.” In their long continued work as
well as in the success that has attended it we
have abundant cause for thankfulness,

Deathof Dr, Steele of Sydney, Australia,
Dr. Steele. ho has been for so long very
closely associated with the New IXcbrides mis-
sion, acting as agent in Sydney for our church
for many years, passed to his rest on the 13th of
October. Many will remember his visit to this
country, and to our General Assembly a few
years ago. His book on the New Hebrides
mission gives, up to the time it was written, a
very full and complete account of the work in
that group.

Generous The debt on the Foreign Mission

Gifis.  Tund, Eastern Section, was reported
on the30th of Aprillast, as $9,466.34. Since then,
special collections in connection with Dr. Paton’s
visit amounted to a little over $2,000; Rev. E.
Smith secured in C. B. about $500; the W. . M.
Boc. gave $500; and some $500 in addition have
come in; reducing the debt to about §5,500. As the
Jubilee of our Foreign Mission work will be
reached next summer the Committee is most
anxious to have the debt removed by that time,
for it would be a most unfitting thing to celebrate
a Jubilee with a burden of debt on the Fund,
after all that a kind Providence has permitted us
to do in these fifty years. The debt was con-
tracted in work that was absolutely necessary to
save our work in Trinidad, and it not only saved
it, but opened the way for & much 1nore effective
on carrying of that work. It has yielded a good-
1y return.,

Two New Glasgow congregations, United
Church and James Church, have opened another
stage of the debt paying campaign, by voting, the
former $250, the latter $100, for that purpose, be-
sides the very liberal contributions amounting
to $500, which with the other two churches,
they gave in connection with Dr. Paton's
visit. At the annual meetings, in this holi-
day time, let Christraas and New Year's
gifts for this purpose come from congre-
gations and individuals as they may be able.
Let wealthier members of the Church make a
special contribution for it, and one more cbstacle
tu progress will be in the past. There are some
wLo could give fifty or 2 hundred dollars out of
their abundance, and it would interfere in no
way either with their comfort, nor their giving
to other objects, and it would bring to themselves
the blessing of a larger, more Christ like heart.

There are man; who are already doing what
they can. Many are straitened for food and
cl.ot;hin%.3 God only asks in proportion as He
gives. But He wants that.
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Rev. Br.  There are so many applications for

Mackay. his services that it is impossible
for him to respond to all and the committee has
agreed that ho systematically visit certain sec.
" tions of the church. Ia addition to that it may be
: stated, that owing to a slight attack of la grippe
he has been obliged to cancel all appointiuents
until after the new year.

Sirs. Gofoxthe A letter from Rev. J. Go.orth
states that Mrs. Goforth will not come home next
summer as had been an.ounced. Thefivetrying
anxious years in Honan, and the still more trying

hot seasons bave told upon her healthi. She was

e TN e W

-} afraid to risk another year without a change and

e

was coming home, while Mr. Goforth remained,
! She has, however, got through the hot scason
! this year better than any since she landed in
i Honan, and she feels that the work among the
é women at that station, Chu-Wang, cannot well
i spare her next summer. Miss Mackintosh and
{ Lucinda Graham, M.D., are at Hsin-Chen. the
other station.

Oppositiorr Rev. Mr. Jamieson writing from
in Neemuch. Neemuch, Central India, states
i that the school in Mandsaur has 70 pupils, that
i the best people in the place send their boys, but
} that the masscs of the people are very bitter in
! their hostility. In Neemuch, the Tasseldar
# (collector) sent the police to force the children
to leave the Mission school and attend the

The Formusan Dr. Mackay feels that the time

Student. has come when more use can
be made of the press in Formosa and the student
whom he has brought with him has come
for the purpuse of learning printing and getting
sume knov. ledge of English so that he may have
access to English literature and perivdicals and
be thus the better fitted for helpingoun thatwork.

FACTS ABOUT THE HONAN MISSION.

Now

THE following points are from a report pre-
pared by our medical missionaries in Hon-
an, regarding the health of the stations in that
field.

1. That the mission is situated between 36 an
37 degrees N. L., and is 300 miles from the sea on
the East and separated by o mountainous district,

2, That it is situated in a great plain. The
climate is dry for the greater part of the year,
the principal rain fall being in July and August.

3. That the temperature ranges from a maxi-
mum in summer of 100 degrees F., rarely 105
degrees ., to & minimum in winter of, at times,
zero, but the average summer and winter tem-
perature would fall short of these extremes.

4. The snow fall in winter is light and does no
lie more than a few daysata time. The weather

=

| is, for the most part, clear and bracing. Spring

sets in about the end of February or beginning
of March. The continuous hot weather begins

jin June, and it begins to get cooler about the

{ Rajah's school. When that was stopped a paper | middle of August. The rest of the year, the
i was seub to the parents tosign without their | weather is agrecable.

! knowiag what they wer2 signing, and afterwards
! tLat document was threateningly flourished in
‘ the faces of those who did not send their chil-
he Rajal’s school. But the parents
chool will receive .ym-

i dren and the Mission

¢ pathy.

! Mv. Willile's A letter received oy the For-
Health, eign Mission Committee states
ithat Rev. J. Wilkie of Indore, is in poor health.
Dr. Keegan of India, has recommended a trip to
:Canada.” Mr. Wilkie claims that he is not an
‘invalid and that he is able to do a fair day’s
Jwork, but acknowledges that he is pulling
against the stream and that a rest of two weeks
did not do much to help him. Should he haveto
come home he hopes that he will not be com-
 pelled to do so before March, and that three
months in Canada would be quite enough to re-
store him to health.

Mr, Wilkie’s work in ndore -or the past four-
teen years has Wrourﬁght some great changes. At
first he had a long fight with the local authori-
‘ties to gut even liberty to preach and He

B })nrqevered and won, and now, grants, both of
land and money from the rulers show how the
work has told. All this, and the educational
-workcarriedon, hasinvolvgdonthepartof himself
‘and his co workers an immensestrain, both men-
tal and physical, but a great work has been done,
and, inasmuch as it isin good measure founda-
tion work, it may be taken as but the prelude to
better things to come.

BN
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5. The houses of the Missionaries are native
built, with doors, glass windows and wooden
floors, so0 as to secure lignt, ventilation and free-
dom from dampness.

6. Well water is usually alkaline, but sweet
water is easily procured from the river for cook-
ing and drinking, which, after boiling and filter
ing is quite wholesome.

7. Vegetables and fruit are plentifu. It is
possible to procure chickens and eggs at any
time, and beef and mutton in winter,

8. The great plain being low and imperfectly
drained, is always malarious, which is not spe-
cially dangerous to aduly_foreigners, but little
children often succumb. If residences could be
built on a higher level, as on a mountain side,
these effects could be escaped, but that is, for
political and other reasons, impracticable.

9. Smallpox is nearly always present, and
diarrhoea, and dysentery are very common owinﬁ
tothe unsanitary state of cities and towns, an
ignorance of the ordinary rules of health. For-
eigners are exposed to conta%ion. Typhoid and
typhus fevers are also met with, .

10. Isolation, absence of many of the mental
and spiritual stimulants enjoyed at home, daily
contact with many forms of moral degrad’at.ion,
indifference and hostility of those for whom we
labor, absence of friends, all tend to depress and
injure health,

11. That, on the whele, the Honan Missionmay
be rated, as to health, as high as any others in

North China.
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A SABBATH DAY IN TRINIDAD.
BY REV. DR. MORTON.

For the RECORD.

z THINK I reminded you or some other Editor

that if you want copy from a busy mission-
ary you must jog his memory or touch his con-
science with o postal card or paragraph. This
you do in the September RECORD.

My fleld is divided into four sections, one for
each Sabbath in the month, The first two
sections have four stations each, and the other
two have three each, This makes fourteen
stations to which I give one monthly Sabbath
service. Three out of the four Sabbaths T am
away from home the whole day.

September 24th T left at 7 a.m., and drove 10
miles to Cunopia, where a fair audience met me
and considerable interest was manifest. Indeed
I was so detained by enquiries of various kinds
that svhen I reached Warrenville, two miles
nearer home, the place was full and the teacher
had kept them by making his scholars sing
hymns and by reading from the Scriptures. I
had therefore to take up the service at once and
in consequence had no leisure time for breakfast
till one o'clock. Of course I had coffee at 9 a.m.
At this station we have a number of families
who form the centre of an increasing Christian
community. A woman and child were baptized.
At Caroni, two miles homeward, Gajadeen, the
Catechist of the district, who had been out in
another direction, joined me, and the people
gathered promptly at 2.30. The school house
was nearly full but that is & mere fraction of the
multitudes on the estate and neighboving
' villages. Here a marriage was arranged for and
a woman and child baptized, the husband being
already & Christian. ’

The picture for the day was that of the three
lepers who found the camp deserted and brought
the good news of plenty to famine-stricken
Samaria. It wasused at all three meetings. T
never grow weary of repeating such a lesson, and
the oriental has seen lepers in their allotted
quarter without the city gates. The straits of
famine too are not unknown in India, and so the
natural interest leads on to the spiritual. On
the table at each School House was a water
goglet made of clay, and one of them had & gap
out of it. These were my object lessons of the
bearers of the water of life, cheap, frail, damaged
carthen vessels yet welcome to the thirsty for
the cool water they bring. Leperseven, welcome
as messengers who tell the hungry of bread
enough and to spare. We drink the natural
water gladly, though brought in an earthen
goglet : but in thespiritual we refuse the message
because the messenger is not an angel. At 6
p-m. I was home again, my day's work com-
pleted. What the results shall be is known only
to Him who knoweth all things.

BABU AND BRAHMIN.
A STORY FROM TRINIDAD.,

ﬁ’l\" interesting discussion was recently re-
G ported to me by Rajkumar Lal, one of
our senior catechists,” writes Rev. K. J. Grant,
‘“of which I send you a translation.

“ October 18th I went to —— village to read
and preach. DMy first call was at the shop of my
old and prosperous friend Babu, Though still
reckoned a Hindoo, I found his views of Chris-
tian truth clear and advanced.

*“When 1 began to read, several gathered
around, and amongst them was a Brahmin who
offered many objections.

‘ My friend the shopkeeper asked for the book,
and began to read and remark upon what he was
reading, with & view to meet the objections
urged.

‘ The Brahmin grew restless and advised the
Babu to have nothing to do with Christian books,
not even to touch them. The Babu replied by
asking whether is it the touching ef poison or
the eating of it that kills a man?

** The Brahmin edmitted that the danger was
in eating the poison, but proceeded to urge that
the Bible and all the books that came out of it
were unholy, and that by simply touching such
books his caste wes endangered.

“The shopkeeper said in this country we do
many things contrary to caste rules, and that he
had no fear of being injured by the touch of the
book, and, further, that the book taught the
people purity in thought and life. Hesaid: I,
find that in all these books the salvation of the
soul is made the chief thing, and that everybody
of every nation needs this salvation.” He fur-
ther stated: ‘I find that all nations are now
seeking salvation aad accepting Jesus Christ as
the only Saviour. If the Christian religion is
carefully weighed, it will fill the heart with
hope. I have read many Hindoo books and I

know something of Mohammedism, but I find
nothing in either religion suited to my wants as
a sinner. There are very many methods pro-
gosed as to how the sinner may get rid of his sin,

ut if a1l these were put together on one arm of
the scales and the work of the true incarnation
of God on the other, we would see their hollow-
ness and emptiness,

“TheBrahmin got more excited, and warned the
Babu not to touch these books, as he had heard
in many places that they had great power to
change people’s minds, to turn them from the
religion of their fathers, and that already much
shame had befallen his people in this country,
and, further, that the words ot the shopkeeper
himself showed that he was falling under their
charm.’ -~

¢* The Babu replied : ¢If those books have the
power you ascribe to them, they must contain
something more than owr books. I do not find
anybody becominﬁ a_Hindu by reading Hindoo
books, and if a Hindoo becomes & Christian by
reading Christian books, it shows that their
books are stronger than our’s—that God is in
theirs and not in ours, Theirs is strong like God,

. whilst ours is weak like man.”
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LETTER FROM HONAN,
BY W3 MALCOLM, M.D., MISSIONARY,
T'o the readers of the RECORD.

ST HE date allgtted ma to write you brings us to

the hot season. For some days previous to
my writing the thermometer has registered con-
siderably over 100° F. in the shade. This is the
season of the whole year that tests the capability
of missionaries to stand the climate, when we
do well if we do little else than pass the days,
and preserve our health.

T'he last contingent to the Canada Presbyterian
Mission in Honan, consisting of Dr. Lucinda
Graham, Rev. W. H. Grant, Mrs, Malcolm and
myself arrived at Ch'u Wang about nine months
ago. Only one of the number, Dr. Graham, was
allotted to Hsin Chén, our other station. Since
she arrived she has given her time chiefly to the
study of the language. Mr. Grant also since
coming has devoted his time for the most part
to the language.

Last spring it fell to my lot to take charge of
the Hospital and Dispensary work at this station.
At first, of course, { had to work through an in-
terpreter, but now I manage to geb along with
' the aid of the medical assistants.

The medical work here is becoming very inter-
esting indeed, and it is easy to see that the pre-
judice is gradually wearing off, although a great
many who come for treatment are as yet afraid
to put themselves in the hands of the foreign
doctor.

When a case that has been operated on succes-
fully, goes home to his village, it is not unusual
for cart loads of the halt, maimed and blind to
come immediately from that village for treat-
ment, These cases are very often of so many
; years standing, that at first glance they seem to
E be hopelessly beyond treatment, and it is so sad
' to think that even so, they came from & great
¢ distance at the first call, and grasped at the first
i ray of hope.

One patient remarked after he had been re-

i lieved immediately of his suffering, that he had
--been looking for the Heavenly Father for many
years, but at last he had found Him. He said he
.was never going home again, but was just going
o stay right here.
The cases which prove amenable to treatment,
are sometimes disappointed when they are told

- that #t will be some days before they will be well.
;Their hopes have been raised so high that they

|
;
j
;
i
:

.

-iword, 2 touch, a *““be thou whole ” will be suffi-

- jciep* ¥~ completely restore them.

EE M . .
- iing, *well if you have no way to cure him, we may 1
.as well starve him to death, because I am poor
1

<
]

¢ Afather Lrought a little son not long ago for |
-ftreatment, and when they were told that nothing l

ould be done, the father said in the boy’s hear- |

-

Lk
b

and cannot aflord to keep him, if he is ncver
going to bo able to help me.” This is not merely
an exceptional case, we have many others very
similar; but I am glad to say that by God’s grace
we are able to heal very many, and send them
away rejoicing.

I wish the young men aud women of the home-
land could realize the joy that such work gives,
and also the responsibility that rests upon them
alone, to bring light and relief to this and other
heathen lands. .

Diseases of the eye scem to predominate. The
extreme heat of the sun, the fact that Chinamen
do not, as a rule, wear hats; the high winds, and
sand-storms that are so frequent ; the filthy
‘¢ general-purpose ”* hand cloth, which the China-
men invariably use; the extreme uncleanliness
of their dwellings, and especially the fact that
the smoke from their fireplaces has no way of
escape from the room, except through the win-
dows or door, are altogether very fertile causes of
the eye-diseases, so prevalent in China.

The next, or probably the most common com-
plaint is stomachic disorder, which seems to be
caused by the poor quality of food eaten, on ac-
count of the poverty of the people.

Since the beginning of wheat harvest, the
number of dispensary patients has been much
less. Quite large numbers of Opium smokers,
and Opium drinkers, come here to get broken off
their demoralizing habits. It takes sbout ten
days to effect a cure. At present, during these
hot days, we find it unprofitable to admit such
cases.

Another intercsting class of cases I am called
to treat, consists of those who in an angry fit
have swallowed a large amount of opium with
suicidal intent. I keep constantly at hand a
little pocket-case containing emetics, antidotes,
ete., etc., so that when a case of opium poisoning
is announced by the old gate-keeper, we make all
possible speed to reach the case.

At first the natives used to try all their own
methods of treatment before coming for the
foreign doctor, but now they have learned that-
the sooner they come for him the better.

Of the cases I have been called to, since coming
here, only one has proved fatal, and that one had

just died as I reached his home,

Great crowds follow us to such cases, to see the
foreign doctor'streatment. If the patient refuses.
the stomach-tube, or to drink the emetic, an
emetic is injected under the skin by means of the
hypodermic syringe ; they rarely if ever object to
this needle, and think at least that such a small
instrument will not disturb them very much, as
the needle is a very common method of treatment
among themselves, but whea (in about seven
minutes) the patient manifests symptoms of
being very *sick " i
amu‘s;emexyt tost,l(:lc; rgggx :?\(x)!lirgf sﬁﬁe&ﬁ;‘éﬁf‘aﬁfﬁg
many as can see in through windows and door.

.
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‘Where the crowd gets in is always a mystery
to me, for we always have tho gates barred after
us, These crowds are the great advertising me-
dium ; the news of what the foreigner has done,
and probably much added to it, has spread
throughout the town and néighbouring villages
in a very short time.

There have been also a few cases of “lead
poisoninz.” The lead used in such cuses is that
which forms the chief ingredient in o “face.
powder” very generally used in China. Thelast

‘case ot this kind was & woman who lived in a
small village outside the West gate; the usual
measures were used, with the result that, in
about twenty hours she was well,

A day or so afterwards, several camefrom that
village for treatment. One woman said she had
“something bad” in herstomach that should not
be there, and persisted in wanting me to use the
stomach-tube on heras it had been used so suc-
cessfully on the woman who had taken poison.

There are a great number of cases of Ague or
Intermittent Fever in this locality at this season
of the year. The natives now appreciate the
value of Quinine to which apparently every case
readily yields.

Several times during this year we have been
very crowded for room for patients, in our Com-
pound, the new Hospital building not being
nearly large enough. About two months ago we
secured the adjoining compound to the South of
us, so that now we have ample room for a large
number of patients. ’

The spiritual work of late is much more en-
couraging in that the number of enquirers is
much increased, but the number of such on the
list is quite large.

A short time ago three young men came from
a village about ten miles distant, who seemed
very much in earnes’, and showed real signs of a
change of heart; they wanted one of our mis-
sionaries to go back with them to help them and
give them further Bible instruction. A native-
helper was sent and he brings back good reports.

To the North, are about fifteen more enqguirers,
from which direction comes a very large pro or-
tion of the médical cases.

My Chinese vocabulary is of course as yet very
limited, and chiefly medical, but Mrs. Malcolm
and myself are both looking forward to the time
when we shall be able to help impart to these
benighted people a knowledge of God’s love and
saving power, as we ourselves know it.

These very hot days are exceedingly hard on
foreign children ; little Paul Goforth has been

ailing for some time, but we hope that he will be
spared till the cool weather comes, and restored
to health again.

You may probably have heard that last Spring
Mrs., Malcolm and myself were called upon to
mourn the loss of our little one, but we hope that
we have learned the lesson, to say from our
hearts “ Thy Will be done.”

LETTER FROM FORMOSA.
BY REV. WM. GOULD, DIISSIONARY.
TAmsvr, Formosa, 26th Oct., 1393,
Drar MR. CASSELLS,

F5R. Mackay has been gone now for more than

two months. Since his departure, four
new chapels have been opened, one at Ba-nule, a
second at Toa-6-khan, a third Sia-an and a
fourth in the city of Tekohham. The opening of
these wus arranged for prior to the Doctor’s de.
parture.

There are now sixty chapels altogether. It is
not to bv wondered at if in connection with the
working of sixty congregations in a heathen iand
difficulties should from time to time crop up, de-
manding consideration and settlement. While
Iam continually informed of all that is going on,
most of the difficulties that have arisen since Dr.,
Mackay left us have been harmoniously adjusted
by the Chinese themselves, with, in the most
cases, the intervention of Rev. Giam Cheng Hba.
The ouly consular case yet unsettled is one that
had its inception some time before the Doctor
left,

Just last weelt a Hoa went to Sek-khan to help
to settle a dificulty between our people and the
Roman Catholics. Harmony was soon restored,

¥rom Sck-khan he went to Tai-pak fu, and ar-
ranged with the district Mandarin for the dis-
charge of a Sin-tiam Christian, who had been
imprisoned more than a year ago on a false
charge of murder. His long imprisonment had
cast a gloom over the Sin-tiam congregation.
Now, the pastor, Rev. Tan He, and the congre-
gation are rejoicing with a great joy.

The week before last, Elev. Gidm was suddenly
called to Kelung. The boat conveying materials
from Xelung to Teng-sang-khoe chapel had
been upset in a storm ; and the nativesalong the
shore having looted the materials, refused to
give them up, when demanded by the Teug-
sang-khoe preacher. Rev. Gidm was sent for,
and by the use of energetic measures soon
effected the return of the materials, leaving the
guilty ones rejoicing that he was merciful
enough not to demand their punishment. The
more I see of this man, and I see him very often,
the better I like him and the more I rely on his
judgment. It would be easy to add to what I
have already written, other illustrations of his
sound judgment and energetic tact.

Our life is by no means monotonous, Mrs,
Gould’s, of course, rather more so than mine.
As for myself I am frequently in the country.
A week sgo to-morrow, Saturday, I went to
Lim-khdm chapel about fifteen miles distant.
Wo travelled by chair, or by choice on foot when
ascending the pla.eau that had to be erossed,
and again descending from it.

The plateau is about 600 feet high and upon it

are extensive tea plantations. The valleys at its
foot with their extensive rice fields, the numer
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" | ous sharp, abrupt gorges, green with = varied

¢

i vegetation, remind one of an exclawation I
. heard burst with no little force from Dr. Mackay
: during his former furiough,*Formosa ! Formosa !
| Beauntiful Formosa |”

i Earlyin the evening we reached our destin-

£ ation. AsIam yet young in the language I can-

{ not venture to preach in it without having my
words carefully prepared, lest by my mistakes in
a strange tongue I should do more harm than

good. Ihad but two addresses-that I felt safein

{ giving and so I took no part in the Saturday

: evening service. keeping my words for Sablath,

Sabbath morning both the native preacher and
myself preached to fifty or more people who
listened well. Two of the deacons spoke a few
words. In the afternoon at three we had a
second meeting when I again addressed the
people.

I expected this wwould be our last gathering for
i the day, and to my surprise was told that there
{ wwould be public worship again in the evening.
1 said to the preacher that he would have to do
1 the speaking himself, while I might read hymns
i or perhaps engage in prayer.

i Ashe was preaching Ithought I svould venture
: g few words of farewell to them. I shall not

’pret/:nd to say that I spoke good Chinese, but

they seemed to understand: and I did not stay to

correct errors. The people listened with quiet

{and interested attention, first to the native

i preacher and then to myself.

After the benediction one of the deacons stood
up and said he thought we had betteragain unite
tin prayer befors separating, The preachers’
assistant suggested that we first sing a hymn,
This they did with vigor: then prayer was
oficred by one of the deacons. The service in

gthis strange tongue with which we are becoming

ymore familiar, was, I have reason to believe, a
_’iblessing to myself and others.

* % There is another phase of our experience with
+ ;which Dr, Mackay has had to contend for twenty

‘years or more, and that is, that while with few

‘exceptions the people here are poor, they think

1 foreigners very wealthy.

{ At Pin-teng I was asked for between twenty

and thirty dollars to repair the chapel which

greatly needs repairing. I did not promise it,

“bub urged that it was most important that 1t

~should be at once repaired, also most important

-that the people should help themselves.

{ At Lim Khém the people told me that the
“¢hapel should he repaired and that they were
“poor. Iknew what they were hinting at bust
*¢old them I thought they bad sufficient money,
#lso that it was most impbrtant that the chapel
should be at once repaired.

i After the evening service a number came into
. “%he room where I was, to have & talk. They
Agsked if all the people of my country were not
-“s‘rery wealthy. Y answer surprised them,
S
=

B

Then they asked if Dr. Mackay were not immen-
sely rich. Agail they were surprised They
thought -him a millionaire like the richest man
in Northern Formosa, whose wealth is estimated
at ten millions of dollars. Then they asked if I

were not exceedingly wealthy. 1 had to say
‘“no,”

On our way home, while crossing the ferry,
the boatman was sitting near me nnd was talk.
ing quite briskly to others, telling them of Dr.
Mackay's great wealth, until I corrected him.
This is a difficulty that the missionsries of North
Formosa have been fighting for more than twenty
years, but it still remains.

When I told Rev. Gidm of my experience, he
bold me that he had keen asked to get money
from me to repair Pin-teng chapel, and had told
them that the people themselves would have to
provide the means. He said the same in my
hearing to representatives from other stations.

I wish I could give you the whole of hisaddress
to them. He told them the chapels were theirs,
not Ductor Mackay's or Mr. Gould’s, and it was
for themselves to provide the means. They must
not think that Canada’s money could be gathered
up lik : sand or mud, or that her people were all
rich ; part of the money they receive ig given by
very pour people. Besides, Canada’s money was
sent to a great many other places, to Honan,
India, &c.

Mrs. Gould, the baby and myself have excellent;
health. One yecar agolast Sabbath evening we
reached Tamsui Harbour. A happy year we have
spent in Formose. Give us our choice to-day
and we should chouse to remain where we are.

LETITER FROM CENTRAL INDIA,
BY REV. NORMAN H. RUSSELL.

Muow, Nov. 16, 189
DEAR MR. S~OTT, ’ » 1893,

fom

C§§\>‘i§ E are back in Mhow again after o consider-
able absence on account of my health.

1t is a great pleasure to be back at work again

and it is an added pleasure to find all things

have gone on nicely during our absence.

Our Boys’ school has kept on growing till it is
now too big for the largest building we have
been able to get as yet, and we must look for a
larger beilding or else put up & new one. The
order and attention of the scholars also is much
improved and they will scon be sble to compare
well with the schools at home. In some things
I think they would prove better. Their know-
ledge of the Bible. is, for boys, remarkable. The
several Bible classes are perhaps the best classes
in the schoon Mrs. Russell has now charge

of the larger boys in the Euglish Bitlc class.
Last Sunday our large Sunday school num-
bered 418, girls, boys, men and women were
there, and € ey quite fillled our large new church
room, though seated on the floor close together.
‘We are not able to carry on as many outside
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Sunday-schools as formerly on account of lack of
workers. We need more help, for hundreds of
doors are open and we can’t enter in.

On Sunday morning we had Communion ser-
vice in the Church, to which over 30 sat down.
The full congregation was not present, those
from the outside stations not being able to come
in. Mr. Jamieson assisted me in the servicoand
it was g very refreshing one.

‘We had Communion also in the Scotch Kirk in
the evening. A good work has been going on
here also during my absence. The services were
in charge of Mr. Drew, assisted by several of the
missionary brethren from time to time.

Some time ago, we formed 2 Y.P. S.C. E. in
the Kirk and this society did yeoman service;
several men being converted through its mecet-
ings. We are talking of forming a native branch
also such as we have at present in Ujjain and
Ruttawi. The Christian Eudeavor is doing &
grand work in India as elsewhere.

You will be pleased to hear that the work in
the outstations has been going on well. In my
visit to Manpur last week, I found that though
the Roman Catholics have done much harm to
the catse by the wretched men who represent
them there, men who drink and cheat and are
a disgrace even to heathendom, still the people
have come now to distinguish somewhat between
us, and the leaders were much more friendly
than I had expected to find them ‘rom reports I
bad been getting.

In Berwai the people are listening very well
and several of the relatives and friends of those
who have become Christians are asking for bap-
tism. Itrustsve may soon see in this section
also a regular movement towards the truth.

Several new enquirers in Mhow are showing
hopeful signs of being orally interested. One
womar who was taught in our girls’ school
many years ago, came to me two nights ago with
her mother and said she wanted to become one
of us. She professes to have always had a desire
to do so but has been prevented. She has come
now to live beside us and let us hope will prove
a true convert and worthy of baptism. Another
swoman received in somewhat the same way by
the ladies during my absence, is learning the
truth, and will, we trust, prove a true disciple.

Among the officers in the garrisoa here there
are many who are very good men and in several |
quict ways give us belp. Especially during my
sickness did I find many really kind-hearted
people among them. ILately there has come
to live here among us & commander of a corps
wh . /s a genuine earncst Christian and one
of whose first duties was to call on me and offer
whatever help he was able to give in the work.

Aliss Ross, I am sorry to say, bas not been very
well but we trust she will soon be herself again.
The nesw missionaries arrive this week and will

receive a hearty welcome,

FROM TANNA, NEW HEBRIDES,
BY MRS WATT.

TYARK TANNA, was where Dr. Paton was
first settled, with the Johnstons and Math

esons from our own church. Death soon claimed
sume of the missionary party, and the others
had to leave for fear of the mnatives, In 1870,
Rev. Wm. Watt and his wife, from Scotland,
went tatry once.more to make an opening for
the Gospel. For twenty-three years they have
toiled on, and a change, slow, but sure and great,
has been the result. There are two stations on
the Island, Kwamera and Port Resolution, and
the missionary alternates between the two.
Writing under date June 12, Mrs, Watt says:-

Well! I am as happy as the day is long at
present, but to keep you apace with us I must go
back to Jan. Shortly after writing that month’s
mail, we left Port Resolution and went overland
to Kwamera. Never before did I feel so unwilling
to undertake the journey, and never before did
I accomplish it in such weakness. We speng
five nights on the way, and day by day we
beceme more miserable in body, tho' happy in
mind, for the people were kindness itself, and
we were on the path of duty ; but on the last day
Mr. “Watt fairly broke down and had to lie for
hours under a tree on the beach, or in a native
hut. When somewhat rested we resumed this,
the last stage of our journey and crawled homc
in time for tea.

We wereso glad to be at Kwamera again and
away from Port Resolution house, which being
some distance from the sea, and being sur
rounded by dense vegetation, is very hot, ‘while
Kwamera being on the ocean beach we knew we
would get any breeze that was going, and we
hoped the change would do us both good.

Thus we entered hopefully on our work there,
but alas the people there seem twice dead, nay.
plucked up by the roots. True there was much
sickness, and many were very ill, but that alone
did not account for the thin congregations, and.
the small classes, which grieved us from day to
day. About that time I read astoryabout «“ The
Ione Star Mission,” aad felt that were Ewamers
district the only parish we had, I svould call this
the Lone Mission, without a star. |

Many things have led to this state of affairs
In 1839 several of our lads were taken away to,
Queensland in a labour vessel, then death took
away a goodly number of our best people.

For ten days Mr. Watt was very weak and bad’
all the symptoms of remittent fever, then he b
gan to recover, but oh ! bow slowly. Fortunately,
I was able to nurse him, but I did long for civili.
zation with its comforts, and for friends with

their help and sympathy. . )

He was only onc week well when I took ill o
the 10th of March. Ihad been more or less il
from the 2nd of March, but I fought against IL‘
]

i
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as we.had some work on hand I was anxious to
see finished, but from.tlie 10th of March till the

* 7th of April I wasrcompletely Iaid aside and was
"+ brought very low.

Many a time while we were ill, and often since,
have we said ** What a blessing it was we were
* not both ill together, else there might have been
{ no one left to tell the tale.”

{ Notwithstanding all our sickness at Kwamera,
we managed to get printed seven new hymns,
tringing our hymnal up to 95. We added them
to our hymn book and bound about 230 copies,
but we were never able to teach them there.
Since coming here, Port Resolution, we have
introduced four of the new ones, accompanied on
; our Mason and Hamlin baby organ, and the
i effect has been very encouraging, Without

doubt, our Tannese have an ear for music, and if
"I under training, would prove good pupils. **Go
| soundethe trump on India’s shores,” they sing
-} with great gusto, and a paraphrase on the
Saviour’s words as recorded Matt. V, 4348, and
sung to the tune “ Barrow ™ has proved a great
favorite; but the greatest favorite of all is a
translation of ¢ Thou didst leave Thy Crown and
Thy Kingly Throne” sung to the tuae that hymn
is set to in Moody and Sankey’s codection. We
practice morning and evening, and we pray that
: the saving truths thus committed to memory
may prove good seed sown on good soil.

Here, unlike Kwamera, we have good meetings
daily, and on Sabbaths nearly all the population
attend the services. Much Scripture knowledge
is being acquired, and we earnestly desire an
. outpouring of the Holy Spirit to quicken their
hearts and apply the truth to them, for though
the people here thus fear the Lord, they serve
/ 1 their ewn gods, and cling to their heathen cus-

\toms with a tenacity worthy of a better cause.
. 1Many heathen customs have been given up, and

“ithe grosser heathen ceremonies are things of the

i past, but there is still much to be undone before

Ereal progress in Christianity can be reported.

1 At this season of the year there is usually any

‘amount of feasting and dancing in Tanna. Gen-

‘erally 2 Tanna feastis accompanied withdancing,

2nd a Tanna dance is accompanied with feasting.

But when we speak of a Tanna “feast” wemean

+ what is here called a “Nigri” which might

perhaps be better described as a fair, only that

the feod is exchanged &s presents and not bought

. ~andsold. ‘ Dancing” we use as the equivalent

"~ of the Tannese ** Nalwiari” Atthe  Nakwiari”

- cooked food and live pigs are exchanged, but
dancing is the principal thing.

{ In our neighborhood {here was a feast or niari.

;Ow: church goers gave the yams to a heathen

jtribe near by who in return killed and gave

. them 14 pigs. Weestimated there would be 5

-0t 8 tons of yams given. Whole bunches of yam

‘e hung from a scaffolding built round onc

[
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side of the public square, single yams were hung
by creepers from the branches of the overspread-
ing Dbanyan frees, each yam being draped in
green leaves. Then a pile of yams was raised in
the middle of the square, like an immense sugar
loafs It measured about 24 feet round at the
base and was about ten feet high.

We were pleased with the dress and demeanor
of our parishioners, who by the absence of paint
and other signs of heathenism, and the presence
of dress, testified to their profession of Christian-
ity.

A small schooner, the “Harold” of Sydney,
was lying in the Bay, and the party on Loard
were interested witnesses to the abové feast.
The various hues and designs of paint on several
faces caused one to remark, “If T had a girl like
that (pointing to one) on exhibition,I would make
a fortune.” Said girl had on scarlet, yellow and
black paint in abundance, and evidently thought
she was a beauty.

The day following the feast there was 2 dance
or nakwiari at an inland village. To a heathen
Tannese, the nakwiari, in his or her district, is
the event of the vear. Special dances and
special music is got up for the ocecasion and for
months these are practised almost daily. During
these preparatore weeks both men and women
fast to a certain extent in order to look slim and
neat and be in good trim for the dance ; but when
all is over excess of every kind is indulged in,
and some very obscene practices are the order of

‘the day.

How isolated our life is this year!! And what
a contrast to the previous three years when we
had a monthly mail. Here we are on the 15th of
Juneand no home letters latexr than Jan'y and no
hope of any more for months. We are also prac-
tically cut off from our brothers and sisters in
the mission.

Whilst thus bemoaning our isolation this year
I must not fail to record the tangible proofs of
our being well remembered by friends, as evi-
denced by boxes received from the colonies and
Scotland.

THE GOOD WE DO.

The good we do with motives true
Will never quite be lost :

For somewhere in time's distant blue
We gain more than it cost.

And oft I thinlk a strange surprise
Till meet us as, we gain

Some diadem that hidden lies,
Froma deeds we thought in vain,

Oh toiler in a weary land,
‘Work on with cheerful face;

And sow the sced with lavish imnd,
With all the gentle grace

That marks a brave yet loving soul,
A soul of royal birth.

Aud golden harvests shall enfold
Your own bright blessed earth.
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Ghmrely Fotes and otices,

Tas Recorp will be glad to fublish items under any of
the following headings. 1f there arec omissions it is
ecause notices have nover been sont.
Cavris.

From West Bay, C.B., to Mr. A. McMillan,
Accepted. Induction, 22 Nov.

From Cape North, C.B., to Mr. Malcolm Mc
Leod. Accepted. Induction, 16 Dec.

From St. Sylvester and Leeds, P.Q., to Mr. D.
McColl. Accepted. Induction, 5 Dec,

From Point Edward to Mr. Eadie. Accepted.
Induction, 12 Dec.

From Bayfield and Bethany, Huron Pres., to
Mr. George McLennan.
uFrozp lackheath, Ham. Pres., to Mr. D. B.
Marsh.

From International Bridge and Fort Erie,
Ham. Pres., to Mr. J. H. Courtenay.

RESIGNATION.

Mr. D. McDonald, of Port Hastings and River
Inhabitants.
Mr. J. G. Murray, of Grimsby.
MINISTERIAL OBITUARIES.

Rev. D. M. Beattie, was born near Guelph,
Feb, 1850. He,graduated from the University of
Toronto ir. 1876, and from Knox College, Toronto,
in 1879, receiving his degree of B.D. from the lat-
terin 1834, In I379 he was ordained and induct-
ed aspastor at Blenbheim and Oxford where he
labored for nearly 14 years. Two.years ago an
attack of la grippe so affected his health that
some months later he was forced {o rest for a
time. He went last winter to South Carolina Tor
his health, and was so far benefited that in July
he resigned his charge to accept a call in that
State. In September last he went with his family
to begin his work there, but was able to preach
only once. He gradually sank, until Nov, 22, he
passed away at the early age of 42 years.

Mr. George Grant, for nearly forty years an
elder in Prince St. Ch., Pictou, N.S., and faiher
of Rev. K. J. Grant, of Trinidad, died 17 Nov. in
the ninety-fourth year of his age.

Mr. David Smith, elder of Spencerville, Ont.,
Nov. 5th.

Mr. Hugh Christie, elder, Maxville, died July
16, aged 65.

David Armstrong, whose death was noted in
December RECORD, was an elder at Annan, Ont.,
not St. Anne's.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Algoma, Sudbury, Mar., at call of clerk.,

Calgarry, Cal., 1 Tuos., Mar.

Hamilton, Ham., Knox, 3 Tues., Jan.

Halifax, Hx., Chal Hall, 5 Feb., 10a.m.

Huron, Clinton, 16 Jan.

London, St. Thumas, Knox, & Jan., 3p.m. for
conference, and 9 Jan., 9 a.m., for business.

Maitland, Wingham, 3rd Tues. Jan., 11.30 a.m.

Minnedosa, Gladstone, 12 March.

Montreal Pres. Col., 9 Jan., 10 a.m.

Ottawa, Otta., St. And., 6 f"cb., 10 a.m.

Owen Sd., O. éd., Knox, 18 Dec., 2 p.m. for con-
ference, 19th, 10 a.m. for business.

Quebec, NMor. Col., 27 Feb.

Regina, Ind. Hcaxi, 2 Wed., March

Stratford, 16 Jan., 10.30 a.m.

Toronto, St. And., 1st Tues. every month.

Whitby, Pt. Perry, 3rd Tues., Jan.

MISCELLANEA.

The Presbytery of Maitland has nominated ;
Rev. Dr. G. L. Mackay of Formosa, as Moderator
of the next General Assembly. L

|

Liternry Antires,

PELOTBETS SELECT NOTES.— A coinmentary M
the S. S. lessons for 1894, by Rev. I. N. Peloubet.
D.D. M. A. Peloubet.” To those who have

. and
used this full, complete, help, heretofore, it need-
no commendation, tc_those who have not, try it.
It1s fulland rich . 'W. A. Wilde & Co., Boston.
pp. 356, illustrated. $1.25.

THOUGHTS ON THE LORD'S SupPER—By Rev
Richard Waterston, of Free, St. Paul's, Dundec,
Scotland, at one time, 1876, unider 211 to Cote St
Ch , Montreal. A post-humous volume of ad
dressesgpublished by requestof hisloving people.
Old friends on this side the water, who wish the
volume can write to the publishers, Andrew
Elliott, Princes St., Edinburgh.

TaE HoME STUDY LEAFLET—A help in S.S.
work. Send to Rev. 1. F. Fotheringham,
St. John, N. B., for a sample copy.

There are our own College monthly magazines :
The Theologue, from Pres. Coll.,, Halifax; The
Montreal College Journal, trom Pres. Coll.,
Montreal ; Kno.x College Monthly from Toronto,
and the Manitoba College Journal, from Wim-
peg; and Queen's Untversity Journal, a weekly.

Tag MisSIoNARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD-
By the Funk Wagnalls Co., edited by Dr. Pierson.
still holds its place in the vanof general mission
ary magazines. 25 cents or $2 per year.

Tae HomiLeric REVIEW—Funk & Wagnall-
Co., New York, steadily persues its upward and
onward way, improving year by year. 25 cent.:
or $2.50 per year.

THE TREASCRY By E. B. Treat, Cooper Thiu..
Rich in sermonic 1fterature and tixoug ts. Pric.,
$2.50, clergymen, $2 per year ; 25 cents per No.

Tee Exposrrory TiMEes, EpiNBUrRGH~T. & T.
Clarke. Suggestive and stimulating. Somewha:
broad. Agents in Toronto, The \Ei'lllard Tract
Dept. Price, 6d per No.

THE CrITICAL REVIEW, EDINBURGE—T. & T
Clark, Quarterly, 1/6. Edited by Prof. Salmond
Agents in Canada, Willard "Tract, Torontu
Able and thoughtful. A bird's-eye ¢ view” a
well as a *‘ review ” of recent leading works in
Theology, Philcsophy, History and Science.

THE PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED REVIEW
Quarterly. Published for Pres. and Ref. Rev.'
Ass., by MacCalla_& Co., 237 Dock_St., Phils
80 cents per copy, $3 per year. In thought an'"
learning, it maintains its lofty standard asi
discusses the leading questions of the day alon;
Biblical, theological and ecclesiastical lines.

TBE CALIFORNIAN MAGAZINE—By the Califur
man Publishing Co., San Francisco, Los Angeli
and New York. Price, 25 cents, or $3 per year
Fresh and fragrant as the orange blossomsof 11
coast. Coming east, we have:

I'ue CosMopOLITAN MasaziNE—Published uik
Ave. and 1lith St., New York, very good au.
very cheap. Still further east, is:

WORTHINGTON'S MAGAZINE~—Worthington §
Co. Hartford, Conn. Prlce, 25 cents or $2.50 pe;

year Very readable and mstructive, :

THE Lavies HoME JOURNAL- By the Curte,
Publishing Co., Philadelphia. 81 per year. I:
too well-known to need other than 2 mention ¢
its nome. ) ;

Tae DaLy GLoBe, TORONTu—Gomes regularic
with the world’s news in brief and atlength.criy
and bright. The Chnistmas issue, Decembe,
16th, is unigne and very tasteful.

THE CANADIAN ALMANAC—By the Copp Jlar
wo., Toronto. 20cents Fuil information abor
Canada, tsofficers, churches, ministers. societics!
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Yhe Sawily Givele. '

The article in this department of the December
RECORD, entitled ‘‘ Physicul Bankruptey ” was
reprinted from Wo:t,hm%tou's Magazine,” a
high class illustrated monthly published by A. D.

orthington & Co., Hartford, Conn.
CHRIST LEADOING HIS FLOCK,
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.
E calleth His own sheep by name, and
2t leadeth them out. And when he hath
put, forth His own, He goeth before them,
and the sheep follow Him ; for they know his
voice.” The pathway, too, is ofren one of IHis
own appointing. Ourdivine Shepherd has never
promised us an easy road or such anoneas our
selfishness might select. He never allows the
flock to decide as to che lot in which they shall
he pastured, or over what clifts He may conduct
them, or through what vales of the death sha-
dow they shall walk, listening to His loving voice
through the darkness. More than once weak-
ness stumbles and falls, but He lifts us up and
His grace sets us on our feet again. Somectimes
we cry out in anguish over some lost treasure of
our heart or home, but His calm reply is, Your
treasure I will take care of ; yollow Me!
Strange as it seems to ourideas of thm%s,
chastening is_a proof of Christ’s love, and the
sharpness of the

13

iscipline is often proportioned
by the depth of thelove. Pruning knives were
made to cut. The trial that tests graces and puri-
fles character must be something more than a
pin scratch., It must ¢ry us; it must cut keenly,
orit does mot deserve the name of trial. Itis
hard to be poor while some others are pocketin

a large income ; it is hard to lic in a sick bed an

<uffer while godless mirth goes laughing past
our deoor; it is hard to lose our one wee lamb
while our neighbor's table is surrounded by a
group of rosy-cheeked children; it is hard to
drink the very cup that we prayed mizht pass
from us; but the Good Shepherdcomes very near
us at such times and puts His arm about us and
says: I know My sheep and am known of
Aline. Iam with _you always. Follow Me. If
thy feet are sore, the green pastures will be all
the softer by-and-bye. If thy cross is heavy, I
have borne a’heavier one. Shall the disciple be
abmée:Z his Master, or the servant greater than his

Or 221

Observe, too that the Shepherd does not go
behind us driving & reluctant herd; He goeth
- before us, calling and dra.wmg us onward. He
‘ offers to guide us if we will but hear His voice
t and follow Him. If he never promises smooth
: paths, He always conducts us into safe ones
! 'When we obey Him, we may often be called to
istern self-denials and difficult duties; to en-
. counter bitter opposition and to perform services
‘of love to some very unloveable and ungrateful

people 3 but we are never called to sacrifice con-
i science or to do evil even that good may possibiy
.come of it. Our holy Shepherd will never lead
; us toward any precipice of error, or land usin a
i quagmire of self-reproach and disgrace. He will
‘never conduct us into the enchanted fields of
i sensual temptations, or up dizzy heights of vain
iglory. If we follow Him, we may find that the
!stecpest climb sinews our graces, and the low-
iliest vale of humiliation is & higaway to holi-
iness. Jesus Christ does not guide us through
:such a world as this just to make us romfortable.
! As Miss Fletcher, of Glasgow, (who spent her
‘noble life in saving outcasts) well observed, * It
‘is the_devil that employs his gardeners to i;eep
-the religious pathway smooth.” For Christians,

-

the rough path of sorrow is not an unirodden
path.”

Christ leads us through no_darker rooms

Than He wont thruugu before

| No one into His Kwmgdowm comes,

| But through His opeu duor.

! TPellow Christians, we may have some hard
pulls and tough climbing yet before we reach
yonder streets of shining gold. Let us keep
close to the Shepherd and take short views, Let
us not be content to walkin a path only wide
enough for oune, but try to take some poor sinners
to heaven with us. If we are only sure that our
Shepherd is watching us and interceding for us
and listening to every prayer that we heave up
ward to him, then the peace that passeth all
understanding shall fill our souls like a river
until it_is lost in the ocean of Christ’s ¢ternal

love !—Evangelist.
i .
'JHE persistent op&osit,ion of many priests of

$ _the Church of Rome to the cireunlation of
the Bible among their people is one of the
things to be expected in all countries where that
church is paramount. It is shown sometimes in
direct debate, sometimes in anathemas from the
pulpit, sometimes in the seizure and destruction
of buoks which have found their way into the
hands of the peuple. Extracts from the letters
of the Rev. James Dick, who died in Ceara,
Brazil, in 1892, have lately been published in 7%e
Alissionary, telling experiences which he had in
common with mahy others, in the attempt to
make known more widely, through the printed
page, the story of the love of Jesus Christ.

In a letter dated June 8th, 1591, he says:
+ Toward the end of the last year, when T was
, vut one day selling Bibles, 1 entored a house, and
, began to speak about the books 1had to sell, and
abiout thegospel. The woman in the house had
never heard the story of Jesus before, knowing
nothing but the Virgin Mary, the saints, ete.
She became much interested, but had difficult,
about understanding thegospel. She often said,
“Well, if that is true, why don’t the priests
know it and teach it, and why has it not been
told before now?”

On my second visit, she bought a New Testa-
ment, which she read almost through, and liked

very much.
in, taking with

+ . JE'S OPPOSITION TO THE BIBLE.

The other week T visited hera.
me our native elder. She sanid that one day the
riest had come in_while she was reading the
ew Testament, and she showed it to him, and
asked him what be thought about it.

Helooked at it, and told her that it did not
speak of extreme unction, and was n.ixed with
falsehoods, and that therefore she must on no
account read it. He then and there torethe Tes-
tament to pieces before her eyes, and carried the
fragments away, refusing leave even the
boards of the back. He knew as well as1 that
he was telling her a falsehood.

A few days later Y went to this priest’s house,
taking with-me a Testament just like that which
he bad torn to pieces. I told him that I had
heard that he had done so and so, and asked him
if it were true ornot. He said “ Yes.,” Taking
the New Testament I had with me and handing
it to him, I said, “Here is a New Testamenty
justlike the one the womean had, will you kindly
show me which parts are false ¢’

He took the book, saying that he had not exam-
ined it. He looked up certain passages and com-
pared them with several of his translations, but,

of cour<e, found no difference, He then said,
I huve not examined all this book, butit has
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not; the authorized notes, nor the authority of
the archbishop attached to it, and that is a satis-
factory objection.”

Ireplied that “ X knew that it did not have the
notes, but that does not makethe text false ; that
the notes were noi written by the apostles, and
Wanting these does not prove the book to be
false.” * But I used the word false in thatsense,”
said the priest. **But you must use language
that is well understood by the people. To say
that a book is false when it only wants some ex-
planatory notes by other men is misleading, and
not true.” ‘Qur people,” the priest replied,
‘“mugt not read a book without our notes.”

“Very well,” rejoined Mr. Dick, ‘‘why don’t
you give or sell them the Testament with your
notes? We should like it very much, hy
don't you, for example, g}i’ve that one in your
hand to the woman in exc ange for the one you
took from her?’ ‘‘No, no,” said the priest;
* they must not read it, even with notes. They
cannot understand the Bible. They must follow
only what they are taught in the church. Do
you see all these books (guinting to a long row of
commentaries, etc.)? It is necessary to study
all those, to understand this book,” (the Testa-
ment).

“No, sir; I know many poor, ignorant people
who understand the spirit of this book better
than many learned men. I know why you will
not allow the people to study the words of
Jesus and his apostles. As soon as a person stu-
dies these he sces that the Church of Rome is not
in accord with them, and he leaves the church.”

‘I have no time to discuss —~don't wish to dis-
cuss—must %o to dinner,” the %riest. replied.

¢ Very well ; my point was this: you said the
Testament was false, when you meant only that
it had not the notes o< the priests. You must
use better language.” * Such books we cannot
allow, and whenever and wherever I find them,
I will destroy them.”

* And I will sell them agein,” said Mr. Dick.
“Y understand your position. I occupy a dif-
ferent one; let us each go on in his own way
until that day when we have to_appear before
the Lord. Then we shall know who is right.”—
Bible Soc. Record.

GAMBLING AN UNMANLY HABIT.

I do say, that in young men, with abundance of
life within them and around them, gambling and
betting, if they be not the subject of much
thoughtlesness, are signs of a premature demor-
elization which hardly any other vice can show.
In social life, in clab, in college, on the street,
the willingness ¢f young men to give or receive
money on the mere turn of chance, is a token of
the decay of manliness and self-respect, whioh is
more alarming than slmost anything besides.
It has an inherent baseness about it, which, not
to feel, shows a base soul. To carry in your
pocket, money which hes become yours bynouse
of your manly Y)owers, which has ceased to be
another man’s by no willing acceptance on his
g%rt of its equivalent—that is a degrading thing.

ill it not burn the purse in which you hold it?
Will it not_blight the luxury for which you
spend it? Will you dare to buy the gift of pure
love with it? Will you offer it in charity? Will
you pay it out for the support of your innocent
children? Willit not be a Judas treasure, which
you must not put into the treasury because it is
the price of blood §—Phillips Brooks.

0, how many hearts are breaking,

0O, how many hearts are aching

For a loving touch and token,

For the word you might have spoken !
Josephine Pollard.

THE BEST KIND OF “TALKING IT OVER”
FOR CONGREGATIONAL GOSSIEPERS.

ow often when thin{;s do not go well, the

3 minister gets all the blame. There must
be blame somewhere, and as he is prominent, it
is_easy to fling it there. Besides, puttingf it an3
where else might bring it inconveniently near
home. Now of course there must he congre
gational gossip.  People will talk about that in
which they are interested. ‘The best kind of con
gregational gossip is, therefore, quite an import-
ant matter. The following selection is one of the
best illustrations of it which we have met for
some time. It shows that the fault is not all
with the minister when things go wrong, and
we earnestly commend it to the attention of all
the congregations throughout the chureh, trust-
ing that In many cases similar grand results
may follow such gossip as did in this instance :—

‘“The evening service on Sundays in a certain
congregation +was poorly attended. People
thought they could not come out twice & Sunday
to church.

“The session talked the matter over. Thelr
talk resulted in a pled%le to each other that they
would never absent themselves willingly from
the evenin% service, and that they would urge
every one they saw to plan for a second attend-
ance.

their children were not in the habit of spending
the evening religiously or profitably, and they
determined to set them an example of an earnest
devotion to spiritual concerns. They began
going twice a day the Sunday aiter.

“ The young men talked it over. They con-
cluded that it was their duty tv attend both
services, and to bring at least one young man
apiece with them, .

“ The young ladies talked it over. They
thought that if they could go to a concert on a
week-day night it could not do them any harm
to be at church on Sunday night. They
that they would all go regularly, and
a friend with them.

ke each

“ At first the minister did not know what to
Theattendance wasincreasing every
week. Strangers, seeing the direction of the .

makeof it.

crowd, followed. It became the most popular
church in the city.”

JOHN WESLEY AND THE FARMER.

A farmer went to hear John Wesley preach.
He was a man who cared little about religion;
on the other hand, he wasnot what wecalla bad
man, Hisattention wassoonexcited andriveted.
Wesley said he would take up three topics of
thought ; he was talking chiefly about money.
His first was, **Get all you can.” The farmer
nudged & neighbor, and said : * This is strange
prenching, 1 never heard the like before; this is
very good. That man has got things in him; it
isadmirablepreaching.”

¢ The parents talked it over. They found that

ecided

John Wesley discoursed -

on ‘‘industry,” ‘“‘activity,” *‘living to purpose.” .

and reached his second division, “Save all_you
can.” The farmer became more excited. ** Was

there ever anything like this?” hesaid. Wesley .
denounces thriftlessness and waste, and he satir |
ized the willful wickedness which lavishes m :
lusury ; and the farmer rubbed his hands, and -
he thought * All this I have been taught from -

my li’out up.” and what with getting,
with hoarding, itseemed to him that *

** Ah dear! ah dear,” sai R X
gone and spoiled it all."—Primitive Catholic.

and what
salvation” :
had come to his house. But Wesleyadvancedto :°
his third head, which was, “Give all you can.” .
the farmer, *‘heo has -
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UNEQUALLY YOKED.

Christian wives with unconverted husbands
. often meebt with many discouragements in
¢ gerving Christs They lack the active sympathy
‘' and co-operation of those on whom they lean in
the ordinary duties of life, and who ought to be
their leaders and helpers in rendering to God his
due. Some of these unconverted husbands are
kindly disposed toward the religion of their
wives, while others are sullenly indifferent, if
not actively opposed. $So, too, scme of these
Christian wives are earnestly and wisely solici-
tous for the conversion of their husbands, while
others are listless and careless as to the fate of
those they have sworn to love. Let the Christian
wife be true to God and faithful to her husband,

raying faithfully for his conversion, and in due
glme, as & rule, she will see the fulfilment of her
desires.

We have vead somewsnere o wo uaris..an
ladies, whose husbands were unconverted, who
felt their great danger, and agreed to spend one
hour each day in united é)myer for their salva-
tion. Thiswas contiaued for seven years. Then
they debated whether they should pray longer,
g0 useless did their prayers appear, and deci ed
; topersevere till death, and, if their husbands
went to destruction, it should be loaded with
prayers. Inrenewec .stren%t,h, they prayed three

eaxs longer, whenone of them was awakened
the n'? t by her husband, who was in great
distress forsin. As soon as the day dawned, she
hastened, with joy, to tellher praying companion
that God was about to answer their prayers.
‘What was her surprise to meet her friend com-
ing tomeeb her on the same errand 1
ghus, ten years of united and perseverin
rayer were crowned with the conversion of bot
Fms ands on the same day. This glorious result
was worth all it _cost. Better to engage in so
@elightful 2 service as prayer, for fifty years, than
to see & husband die impenitent and unforgiven.
—Michigan Advucate.

- HOW TO HELP THE PRAYER-MEETING.

Come. Come early. Come desiring to give as
well as toreceive., Remember that the meeting
is your meeting, ember that the leader
alone cannot malke the meeting a success. Re-
member that we are not heard for our much
1 (long) speaking. Remember the meeting during

the week, and bring some helﬁtul thought, or

: experience. Remember that all cannot speak
- { last. Remember that if every person would
i bring another, the meeting would be twice as

i Jarge and the blessing multiplied many times.
; Remember that the singing forms an important
 part. Sing. Sing on time. Sing with the

i gpirit. Let everybody sing. Siug from the

! heart. Remember to be cordial. Never ming if
- i you haven't been “ introduced.”
!
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! However dark may be the outlook before us in

; ourlife course, the upward look is ever g bright

tone. ‘Tt isalwaysdaylight toward the Fathers
i face.” Why, then, should we doubt or fear, as

{ we go forward, step by step, into the shadows
! which are as zloom to us, but are only shadows
1 to Him who guides us on our way?

R

-1 Christ fits his ministers through manifold ex-
i periences_of sorrow and pain for the highest
<service, He writes their best sermons for them

" ;on their own hearts by the sharp stylus of trial.

 {Suchas he would make most eminent in his
1service he takes furthest with Him into Geth-

isamane.~Dr. W, M, Taylor.

s

Yufernutiomt 8. B, Lessous,

Irom the Westminster Question Book.

Jan, 14. ADAM'S SIN AND GOD'S GRACE.

Les, Gen. 3:1-15. Gol. Teat, 1 Cor. 15:22.

Mem, vs. 13-16. Catechism Q, 82, 83,
HoME READINGS.

M. Gen.3:1-15 .... .Adam'ssin and God's Grace.

T. Luke2:8-20 ....The Promised Saviour, A

W. Rom.5:1-21 Death by Adam, Lifo by Christ.
Th. Rom.8:14........No Condemnation to them in Christ
F.  Rom. 8&:3!-39.....All Things Freely with Christ.

8. Psalm51:1-12....The Need of Forgiveuess,

S. Psalm82:1-11 ...Tho Blessedncss ot Forgiveness.
Place, the Garden of Eden. Time, about 4vut B.C.

Helps in Studying. -1, The Serpent—s real
serpent used b Satan. Subtil—cunning. Hath
God said—1s it really so? He wanted to make
Eve doubt. 3. The tree—of the knowledge of
good and evil, ch. 2:9. 4. Nut surely die—a flat
contradiction of God's word, ch. 2; 17. 5. As
Godg—*as God.” Knowing goud and evil—u lie
ag it was understood by Eve, yvet a sad truth, in
that they would know evil by being evil, and
good by losing good. 6. Took of the fruit’-she
listened to Satan, then believed him, then dis-
~obeyed God. 7. The eyes of them both were
opened—conscious guilt and an accusing con-
science opened their eyes. 8. The wvice of the
Lord—God had before spoken to Adam face to
face. Hid themselrves—conscious of their guilt.
10. T was afraid —God's question gave Adam a
chance to confess his sin, but his answer was not
frank and honest. 18. The wuvman....gave—he
seeks to throw the blame on the woman and on
God himself. 13. Beguiled nie—deceived me. 15.
Enmity—hate, Thy seed—wicked men and
devils.  Her seed—Christ and His Church. Shall
bruise thy head—Satan may injure for & time,
but his head shall be crushed at last.

QUESTIONS.

Infroductory,—¥What was the subject of the
last lesson? How did God create man? hat
special act of providence did God exercise toward
man in the estate wherein he was created ? Title ¢
Golden Text? Lesson Plan? Time? Place?
Memory verses? Catechism 2

I. The Temptation. vs. 1-6.—Who was tae
tempter? What is he here called2 Why 2 Whom
did he first approach? How did he begin his
temptation? What did the woman reply ¢ What
did the tempter then say? How did the woman
understand this answer? What did the tempter
mean? What should we do when the devil
tempts us? James 4:7. 'Who can help us? Heb.

: 18,

IL. The «all. vs. 6-8.—\What effect had c(he
tempter’s words on the woman? What is sin?
‘What were the three steps in her sin? Through
whom did Satan tempt Adam? What did Adam
do? What was the result? What was the sin
whereby our first parents fell frem the estate
wherein the%v\\'ere created? Whose voice did
they hear? hat did they try to do? Can wo
hide from God? Psalm 139:7-12,

L. The Conviction. vs. 913. -How did tle
Lord call Adam¢ What did Adam repli? How
did the Lord answer him$ Tpon whom did
Adam throw the blame? What did the Lurd
say to the woman? How did she excuse hersin?

V. The Sentence, vs. 14, 15.—What _sentence
was pronounced against the serpent? Who are
the seed of the serpent? 1 John 3: 8. Who is
the seed of the woman? What shall the seed of
the w«voman do? Meaning of ¢t shall druize ihy
head? Of thow shall bruize his heel? Did all
mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression? Into
what estate did the fall bring mankind? Whois
the Redeemer of God's elect ¢ [See next column.]
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1. It is dangerous to listen to temptation.

2. It is foolish and wicked to yield to it.

3. Sin brings shame, misery and death.

4. By the first Adam all our race were brougbt
under the curse of the law,

5. By the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ’s
believers are redeemed {rom the curse of the law,
he being made a curse for them.

CAIN AND ABEL.

Gol. Text, Heb. 11 : 4.
Catechism Q. 84, 85-
Houre READINGS.

Jan. 21.
Les. Gen. 4 :3-13,
Mem. vs. 3-3.

M. Gen.3:36-2f...... seserecares Banishment from Eden
T. Gen,4:3-13 . ... ....Cninand Abel,
W. 1Jobn3:1-24....... «+++Tho Works of Cain.

The Jude 11-25 ..ceseiceasessianssThe Way of Crin.

F, Meb.1151.10 . «+«e. The Faith of Abel,
S. 1John4:7-2L. ..** Love one Another.””
S. Matt.7:13-29 ..ooenvennn ..+..Knowa by Fraits.

Opcning words.—Adam and Eve, after their
fall, were driven from the Garden of Eden.
Two sons were born to them. The elder, Cain,
became a tiller of the ground ; the younger, Abel,
became a shepherd.  Doubtless Adam and_Eve
had other children not named in the Bible. Read
the first three chapters of Genesis, and review,
Lessons I, and II. .

Helps in studying.—3. In process of time—at
the end of the week or of the year. Offering—
“a gift.” 4. Firstlings of his flock—the first-
torn, the very best. Had respect—looked with
approtal upon him and his offering. Heb. 11: 4
5. pHud not respect —did not approve, because it
was not of the rigit kind, and was not offered in
faith. 7. Sin lieth at the dour--a3 a wild beast
watching for its prey. Unto thee shall be His
desire - sin waits to overcome him. 8. Slew him
—the first murder. 9. Where is Abel?—God
wanted Cain to confess his sin. Am I my
brother's keeper 2 - he tries to deceive even God
himself. 10. Crieth—appeals for justice. 11,
Cursed from the earth—compelled to flee from
place to place. 12. I¢ shall not henceforth yicld
unto thee her strength the curse numed in Gen. |
8:17is increased on Cain's account. 13. My pun-
ishment isgreater - he complains of his punish-
ment, but gives no sign of repeutance, 3

Introductory.—Did our first parents continue
in the estate in which they were created? Did
all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression ?
Who is the only Redeemer? Title? Golden
Text? Lesson Plan? Time? Place? Memory
verses ? Catechism? .

I. The Brothers' Offerings. vs. 3-5.—What did
Cain bring as an offering? What did Abel bring?
What is said of Abel and his offering? Of Cain
and his offering? Why did the Lord show this
difference? How was Abel's offering better
than Cain’s? Heb. 11: 4. How was Cain affected ?

II. A Brother's Crime, vs. 68— What did the
Lordsay to Cain? What did Caindo? Why did
he k 11 his brother? 1 Jobn3: 12, What_does
Christ say about anger? Matt. 5: 21.24. What
is the sum of the ten commandments? .

111. A Brother's Bload, v<, 913, Whatdid the
Lord say to Cain? What was Cain’s xeply 2 How
&id God reprove him? How did Abel’s blood cry
from the ground? Whose blood speaks better
things ¢ Heb. 12:24. What is God's law ahont
murder? Gen. 9: 6. What curse did the Lord
pronounce upon Cain? How did Cain feel about

162
t;.'l. Ve should bring our best gifts to God.

2. We should offer them in faith in Christ.

3. We should beware of envy, jealousy and
anger. .

4. Passion in heart leads to sin in life.

We should seek pardon through Christ, the
only Saviour.

Jan. 28.
Jan, 28. GOD'S COVENANT WITH NOAW,

Gen. 9:817. Gol. Text, Gen. 9-13,
Mem. vs, 11-13, Catechism Q. 86-57.

HoME READINGS.

Gen. 5:1-32 .From Adam to Noah.
Gen. 6:1-22. .The Flaod Furetold
. The Flood sent.
..Tho Ark on Ararat.
F. Gen. 9! 1-17..Tho Covenant with Noah.
S, 2Pet, 8:1-18..Not Willing that Any should Perish.
S. Isa.b4:1-17...° Asthe Waters of Noah unto ie."”

T'ime—B. C. 2348, just after the flood.

Place -Somewhere on the mountains of Ararat,
whigh extend through Armenia to the south-
west.

Oprning words.—The time of this lésson is
more than £ v Lundred years after the last.
The werld bad becume so full of wickedness that
God, in order to greaerve a peuple to serve him.
aent a flood and destroyed all but. eight persons

Noah and his family. Afte. the tlood Noah
built an altar to God, and God made a covenant
with him, .

Helps in studying..—8. Nooh—a good man
when all others were bad. I{is sons—ch. 5: 32.
9. I establislk my covenani{—an agreement or a
pledge and promise. 10, Every lLiving creaiure
- all creatures would receive the henefits of this
covenaut for man's sake. 11. Thisis the token—
the sign of God's faithfulness to his word. 13.
I do set—or appoint.

romise would be kept. 14. The bow shall be in

hie cloud—this was not the first apprarance of
the rainbow, but God now made it the sign of
his covenant. 17. This is the foken—as the
appearance of the bow cannot fail, no more shall
God’s promise.

M.

QUESTIONS,

Imtroductory,—How long a period betneen
this lesson and the last? ‘What was the state of

.the world at this time ? What Judgment did the

Lord send? Who were saved? Title? Golden
Text? Lesson Plan? Time? Place? Memory
verses? Catechism?

1. The Giving of the Covenant. vs. 8-11. —What
did God make with Noah 2 What is a covenant?
What was promised in this covenant? How
have these promises been fulfilled ? What is said
of this covenant in Isaiah 54: 9,102

II. The Token of the Covenané vs. 12, 13.—
What is a token 2 Why is a seal used on deeds
and bonds? What was the token of this coven-
ant? What was the use of sucha token? Had
there been rainbows before the flood ?

111, The Blessing of the Covenant. vs. 14-17.—
‘What is promised as to the rainbow ? What will
God remember when he looks upon it? Of what
should it remind us? Of what covenuant hles-
sings are baptism and the Lord’s Supper tokens
or seals? In what other place in the Bible i< the
rainbow mentioned ¢ kizek. 1,28, Rev. 4:3;10:1.

Lessoxs.

1. The goodness of a covenant-making God,

2. The faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God.

3. The children of believers are included in
God’s covenants jointly with their parents.

4. God has appointed visible signs to remind
us of his covenant promises.

5. We sbould love and serve our covenant-
keeping God.

6. A beautiful thought is suggested by the
lesson, viz., that the darkest hours and scenes
and ills of life are spanned with the bow of God’s
promises. .

Tolken—a sign that the
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; Feb. 4. -
‘BEGINNING OF THE HEBREW NATION.

Les. Gen. 12:1-9. Gol. Text, Gen, 12: 2.
Mer. ve. 13, Catechism Q. 87, 83,
HoME READINGS.

,11:1-9......+...The Confusion of Tongues,

'1}.‘[: ggg. }} %0- rom Noah to Abram, .

W. Gen.12:1 --Beginning of the Hebrew Nation

Th, Gal.8:1 Abram’s Faith.

F ki «+.Abram’s Qbedience.

S. .Leaving One’s Peoplo

i8S, .Leaving All for Christ.

Time—B. C. 1921, four hundred and twenty-
six years after the last lesson. .

Places—Haran in Mesopotamia, on the Belik,
} a branch of the Euphrates, Canaan.

j
i
]

"1 Opening words—The descendants of Noah had

" 1in Ur seventy-five years; ti

! e very sinful, and God determined to
églexggg:mmag, and through him a nation, to be
{ his witnesses on the earth, and from the nation
i to bring, in the fulness of time, the promised
| Saviour. In th!i]s lesson we begin the study of
1 thus chosen.
th%:’?}?: z‘nu studying—1. Abram—the son of
| Terah, born in Ur of Chaldea, B. c. 1995, He lived

ears %gnd five years én
! Haran ; and afterward a hundred years, mostly
: iI;Ixa Canaau, and died B. o, 1823, aged 17 years.
éCozmtry....kindred ....Jather's house—he was

H

- { to leave all, and go by faith into a land that God

; would show him. 8. Bless them that bless thee—
! God will treat Abram’s friends and enemies as

. ihisown. In thee‘—thml%h Christ, the seed of

{ Apram. Rom. 9: b, 4. Departed--from Haran,
':Hgll;. 11:810. O, Sichem-or Shechem, near the

§ middle of Palestine, between Mounts Ebal and

i Gerizim, Plain of Moreh—Reviged Version,

.1 %Ok of Moreh.” 7. Therebuilded he an altar

‘ -§ lesson end the last? What took

e 3

&

—in token of his faith and gratitude. 8. Bethel
—a!tlmub twelve miles North of Jerusalem.
: QUESTIONS.
Introductory—How long was it between this
ﬁlace dur]
this time? Title? Golden Text? Lesson Plan
Time? Place? Memory verses? Catechism?
1. The Cail of Abram, vs. 1-3.—What had the

1 Lord said to Abram? What was he called to
" ilegve? What did the Lord promise him?¢
i besides Abram’s descendants have an inverest in

Who

these promises? How have they been fulfilled?
Gal. 3:8,14. What call does Christ; give to us?
Luke 14:33. X

il. The Obedience of Abram,. vs, 46—Whatdid
Abram do? o went with him! How old was
he when he left Haran? What is said of this in
3 Heb. 51,8¢% Whom and what did Abram take
with him? Describe_his journey? Who were
then in the land? Why did this make his
obedience the more remarkable 2

111, The Promise to_Abram. vs. 79.—Who
appeared to Abram? What did the Lord promise

.t him¢$ What did Abram build¢ To what moun-

{ tain did he remove? Where did he pitch his tent?

{ What did he do there? In what direction did he

i journey onwaxd %
LE3SONS.
1. We must obey God's command and trust his

} promises.

2. ' We must separate ourselves from the world
and its wickedness. .
3. Wherever we 20, we must take our religion

i with us.
% 4, In Christ the blessing of Abram has come

upon all nations. A .
5. If we trust God as Abram did, God will

! bless us as He did Abram.

Feb. 11.
GOD'S COVENANT.WITH ABRAM.
Les. Gen. 17:1-9. Gol. Text, Gen, 15:86,

Mem. vs. 7, 8. Catechism Q. 89, 00,
HoxME READINGS.

M. Gon.13:1-13......... Abram and Lot

T. Gen,14:1224. .Abram and Melchizedek,

W. Qen.15:1-21 .. God’s Covenant with Abram

‘Th, den, 17 : 1-9. . The Covenant Renewed.

F, Gal.2:10-29 -Heirs According to the Promise.

S. Rom.4:1-18.........Righteousness by Faith.

8. Rom.10:1-21..... ..Christ our Righteousness,

Time—B.c. 1898.

Place—Hebron, about twenty miles south of
Jerusalem.

Opening words.—There are twenty-four years
betveen the date of thislesson and the lagt. The
leading events are—Abram’s sojourn in Egypt;
his return to Canean ; his separation iromgzob;
the incursion of Chedorlaomer and the captivity
of Lut 3 Abram rescues Lot ; is met by Melchize-
dek 3 the covenaat with Abram ; Abram malkes
Hagar his wife; the flight of Hagar; her return
and the birth of Ishmael ; the covenant renewed,
and the names of Abram and Sarai changed to
Abraham and Sarah. Study the intervening
chapters—12-16.

elps in Studying.— When Abram wasninety
years old and nine—twenty-four years after his
departure from Haran, and thirteen years after
the birth of Ishmael. The Lord appeared to
Abronm—in some visible form. The Almighty
God—able to fulflll his promises. Walk before
me—conscious of my presence. Be thow perfect
— (*)right, sincere. 8. Fell on his face—in awe
and worship, 4, My covenant is with thee—the
covenant already made with him., & Abram—
‘““high fatker.” But Abraham—*‘father of a
multitude,” as the next clause explains, 7. An
everlasting eovenant—to stand forever, 8. I
will give unto thee....the land—it had been
previously promised to Abraham and his_poster-
ity (chap. 15: 18). Here it was promised as an
“everlasting possession,” and was therefore a
type of heaven. Heb, 11:16, T will be their God
—a promise and pledge of all spiritual blessings.

QUESTIONS.

Introductory..—How long an interval between
this lesson and the last? What were the lead-
ing events of this period? Title? Golden Text?
Lesson Plan? Time? Place? Memory verses?
Catechism 2

A New Promise, vs. 1-4.—When did the
Lord apﬁe&r to Abram? By what name did he
declare himself? What command did he wi’give?
What did Abram do? What did the Lord pro-
mise him ¢

II, A New Nome. vs, 5-7.—What new name
did the Lord g;ive Abram? Meaning of 4bram/
Of Abrahem? Why was this néw name.§iven?
Of what promises was this name_the pledge?
‘Who are meant by the seed of Abraham ¢

IIL. A New Country. vs. 8, 9.—What new
country did the Lord promise to Abrabam and
hisseed? For how long were they to possess
this new country? Meaning of I will be their
God 2 Of whatis the land of Canaan a typs?
To whom is heaven promised for an everlastin
possession? What did the Lord require o
Abraham$?

Lzessons-

1. The Lord is almighty, and able to fulfilll all
the promises of his covenant. °

2. His people should trustin his truth and love,

3. He will never fail those who trust in him,

4., The covenant with Abraham includes
believérs in Christ, the promised seedof Abraham.
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DEAL KINDLY.

If any person has fallen by temptaticn, that
is the very one who should have our immediate

and generous_sympathy. This is the doctrine
taught in the New Testament. Satan will strive
to show the unfortunate men and womeén that

there is no sincerity in such sympathy, or that
there is no use in making renewed efforts to
reform. His assaulfs in these directions should
only serve to increase the desire of the godly to
rescue the fallen.

This should be the case all the mora, because
the irreligious world will be sure to use such
failures against Christianity. The only wuy to
repelsuch as&eraions effectively will be in honest,
patient efforts to reclaim the wanderer on the
part of Christian bretliren.

Tn this labor of love we should never forget
that our sympathy can never fully express tho
unifailing tenderness of Jesus for the soul he
would save. In no truer way can we win his
regard than to do i']ust what he would undertake
were he upon esrth, namely, to save the tempted.
He who lives to engage in this work will merit
and receive the final award: ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye

The Zresbhyterian Becord.

socentsyearly, Inparcelsofs,or more, 35C.

The Ahildven’'s Record,

3ocents yearly. In parcelsofs, or more, 15¢,

Subscriptions at a proportionate rate; may begin at
any time, but must not run beyond December.
Please order direct from this office, and remit in
advance by P.O. order or Registered Letter.

No Commissions.

EpiTor: REV. E. SCOTT.

did it unto one of the least of these, ye have done
it unto me.”—New York Advocate.

Office, Y.M.C.A. Building, Montreal.
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"“, POWER OF A MOTHER'S EXAMPLE.

% Wehave read of a young iufidel who was one
« night in bed contemp]a,ting the character of his
‘ mother. “Isece,” said he within himself, *‘two
; unquestionable facts.”
“Tirst, My mother is greatly aflicted in cir-

. § cumstances, body and mind, and I see that she

! cheerfully bears up under ail by the support she
; derives from constantly retiring to her closetand

" 1 her Bible.

“Secondly, That she has a scceret spring of
| comiort of which I know nothing; while I, who

-, gave an abouuded rein to my appebltes and seek

&

leasure by every means, seldom or ever find it.
i I however, there i~ any such secret in religion,
Yma.y not I attain to'it as wel] as mother? I
wxl xmmedxa.tely seek it of God.”
hus the influence of Christianity, exhibited
. in xtq heauty by a living ¢xample before him, led
i Richard Cecil to know Christ himself, and to

. glorify him by a life of most suceessful devotion |

" of his service,

O, ye Christian mothers, be holy! The pure
hghh of a life of true devotion may dissipate the
~ scepticism of your boy and open to him a course
< of (meent usefulness.— 7The Christian Stand
Lo
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X “ YYHRISTM AS comes but once a year.”

! reaved, he followe
¢ went out to that new-made grave to weep there.

‘ Master, the
¢ brother!” That poor womun in the coasts of
* Canaan knew what she was aboul.
: her load of trouble upon the only person in the
‘ world that could relieve her.
* sisters at Bethany were stricken with a crushing

‘ Ing order, Jesus is always w
f within call ; he is always within reach. Peter,

TH\E PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

A SOOI R R

A CHRISTMAS ALL THE YEATL.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D.

This

is an old adage, and in one senseit is true.
There is only one day in the round year when we
light our Christmas candles, trim our Christmas
trees, and sing our Christmas curuls. We do
this in joyful recognition of the glorivus fact that
Jesus Christ has come into this world to save
us poor sinners. But did he not come to stay 2
Has he not promised to his followers, ““To! I
am with you alway{”

Every Christian that desires to be strong, to
be happy, to be useful, and to grow in grace,
ought to make every day a Christmas; i.e., he
should feel that his Master is close beside him
all the while. If young Christians will only make
Christ real in this way, it will help them wonder-
fully. ‘'When our Lord was on earth, people cuu-

. stantly came to him for relief. Weeping Jairus,
i from the bedside of his dying daughter; the

nobleman, whose son was sick ; Nicedemus, who
wanted light; the poor sinning woman that

* sought forgiveness; and many others flocked to
‘ him; and

e never turned one of them away.
Now, why should we not all do what they did,

* and bring our guilt and our griefs, our difficul
‘ ties and our discourag{emcnts, to that same cum
! passionate Saviour?

! 1s near us in spirit. Let us realize this, and treat
‘ him as he invites us totreat him.
* you, in the most loving way, “Come unto me.”
* Then go to him. Your friends, your pastor, your
* teacher, are often too busy to

£ not near us in person, hie
Tie says to
evote much time

or thought to you, even if it were possible for
them to afford you effectual relief. Other people,

" even_your best friends, cannot exactly under-
* stand your case. Christ knows it perfectly. He
* knows your weak points and the sore spots; he
‘ knows just where the tempter tripped you, or
* where the arrow pierced you, or where some
' blow fell heaviest on your suffering heart. Te
‘ notes every tear that stains your cheek.

If, during this gast year, you have been be-

your weary steps when you

How many there are that rush to human friends
for coitnsel or comfort or sympathg', and et
most stmn%g]y neglect to call for the loving

Priend That “sticketh closer than &

She threw
en the two

sorrow they sent straightway for their Lord,
and Martha hastened down the road tomeet him.
These cases are told us in our Bible to teach you
and me the only road to sure relief. Our first
duty in every time of trouble is to do what they

did,—go and tell Jesus.
Let me say to every young Endeavorer that, if
you keep the telephone of pm{er in_good work-
ithin call.” Not only

sinking in the waves, cried out, “Lord, save
me !” and immediately the cmnipotent arm

! grasps his arm, While all the p.a.saengers and
‘erew on board the tempest tossed s.

" smitten with panic, Paul hus One by his side
* that says to him, *“Fear not, Paul; thou must
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be brought before Ceesar.” Soon afterward, whent
the weather-beaten old hero faces the savage!
Roman tyrant with unblanched cheek, it was:
because his Master stood by him and strength. !
ed him. One of the chief purposes of sharp;
trials, and of difficult-duties, Is to make us send,
for our Saviour, If the famine ha¢ not reached||
to the land of Canaan, the sons of Jacob never ijj
would have found their brother Joseph. 1f there: I
is no famine in_oar souls, we do not hunger for |
Christ ; blessed be the hard experience or tho;
hard work that impels us to throw out a hand to;
grasp our Elder Brother ! |

It is Jesus_Christ that makes Christmas the|
most joyous day in the calendar. Without Him;|
there would be no Christmas carol, and no Christ-|
mas gifts. .

But why limit to one day what ought to be our t
experience on every da.f of the threé hundred
and sixty-five? Some Christians are ha}l)]py only;
on special occasions; when the sun shines or
their “ships comes in.” The rest of the timei)
they sulk, or groan, or grumble. Sunny-souled )
old Paul, even when he was chained in Nero'sg
guargl house, rings out the jubilant . wourds,§

Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say, }
Rejoice I” i

Ought every Christian to be happy? Yes;and
every one of us may be happy all the time, if w
only luok in the right quarter for our joys. Pa
was too wise tobid us rejoice in money, for the
“hard times™ have run some purses pretty lows
this year; or to rejoice in health, for some of;
Christ's children will probably read this article
in a sich room ; or to rejoice only in the hours of §
worldly success. Our jouy, to be sulid, must re
on sometbin% immovable, and not on a shiftin
sand-bank. There is one, and only one, solid,§
}écrmanent ossessivn; and that is the loving §

bristmas Christ, dwelling all the while in our;§
hearts, a Sayivur faithfully served every day i
the year. ¥

A'healthy joy is not an occasional rapture. W
could not stand it. I have noticed that som
people who are shouting to-day are sulking o
sculding to-morrow. They live on their mood:
and their fralyes, even in their religion. That
not Christian health. Just as soon as we han
our hap&;i.ucaa— vven our religious satisfaction
on moods of mind, or, on surrounding circum
stances, we go up and down with the tide. Theg#
therpyieter of our joy is at the mercy of outside
atmosplieres,  Butif a strengthening, gladden-3g
ing Swyrour is alwaysin the core uf our hearts, I
then we can “‘ rejoice ever more,” ¢

Our happiness arises from what we are, and:
not from where we are. Jesus tells us to abide
in hislove, that his joy may remain in us, and}
that our joy may be full.  If we take the Christ-
mas Christ at his word when he says, “Iam
with you alway.” then we can be perpetually
happy. This joy is not onlg our privilege; it is
our duty. For a sincere Christian Endeavorer
to be gloomy and wilfully wretched is a sin.
Spiritual juv is & sign of health of the heart.

hen a baby cries and moans, its mother says,
“Sumething is wrong with tlus child; it is not}
well.” A sour, or sulking, or scolding, or moxose
Christian is a tiisgmce to his or her religion. Weg
ail hope to Le happy when we get to hesven.k
Why not now ? Why parse the word ‘‘ heaven
in the future tense? " The pogsession of Christ isg
is the beginniuyg of heaven; and the more woj
have of him here, the more peace and puwer ands
Juy will he give us. Ever{lday we can sing
carols, and every night the soul can light its}
bright candles, and we can have a happy Chris
1:8s all the year.—Golden Rule.




