Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture mangue

Ccloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de fa
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restcration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n’ont
pas été filmées.

Additienal comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-8tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de l'impression
Continuous pagination/

Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de {"en-téte provient:

E] Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 2X 26X 30X

J

12X 16X 20X 28X 28X 32x



RIGNIWEULE ASHIroiR

BT

A NEW YEAR'S ADDRESS,

TO THR RESPECTABLE SELLERS AND MODERATE DRINKERS OF INTOXI~
CATING LIQUORS IN THFE CITY OF MONTREAL.

Dear Friexns,—We embrace the present opportunity to address
you, because it is usually considered a favourable time of the year for
reviewing the past, and forming plans and resolutions for the fature,
and the prevailing feeling wlnch actuates us in so doing being love,
we trust you will not cast this paper from you as if an enemy had
wiitten it, but give it a consideration as courteous as we trust xts
language will be.

To DeaLERs, we would suggest the following topics of reflection :—
Your business has ever been considered, to say the least, one of a
doubtful character. Why else is it made the subject of legal restraints
more than other kinds of trade? Why else is it necessary to have
enzctments respegting certificates of character, licenses, and, in many
places, even the hours and persons when and to whom sales may be
made ? X

A brief review of the history of your traffic would show that it has
at all times been an object of alarm to governments; that its sup-
pression has been in many instances attempted ; and that it is only
finally tolerated.a an evil which they are not ahle to prevent, every
* precaution being, at the same time, faken to diminish, as far as possi-
hle, its pernicious consequence. ,

1t is often said that there is as mnch harm dene by eating as drink-
ing ; but has the experience of nations proved that there was as much
cause for anxiety and alarm in the trade of the baker and butcher as
in yours ? - Disguise it ‘as you may from yourselves, your traffic stands
upon neatly.similar ground.in the western world with. the opium trade
in the east; and if you-would shrinkifrom the idea of supplying opium
wholesale or retail to the-wretched votaries of that drug, there is no
-good veason why you should not shrink fiom your owir business. The
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Jatter is consigning, at least, as many victims, in proportion to the
population, to degradation, misery, and a primature grave, as the
former, and it is a much more potent stimulus to crime,

You may have been ignorant of these considerations when you
embarked in the business, and in this respect we feel much sympathy
for you, but you cannot be wholly ignorant of them now ; for, besides
the mass of information and argument on this subject which the
temperance societies have published and circulated, but which you
may, perchance, have refused to hear or.read, there have been many
presentments of grand juries, many charges of judges, and many
articles in the common newspapers, all bearing testimony (o the same
melancholy truth, that your traffic is one of the greatest evils under
which society groans at the present time, and the prolific parent of at
least three fourths of all the pauperism and crime around us: that
you are, if we may so speak, living upon the life-blood of the public,
and taxing all the rest of the community to remedy, in some little
degree—Dby jails, police forcks, hospitals, alms-houses, &c., &c.—the
evils which you are causing.

We may again advert to the oft-repeated faliacy, that there is as
much harm done by eating as drinking, and ask, where the testimony
of judges and magistrates, and grand juries, and commitlees of legisla-
tures, can be found to the effect that three-fourths of the pauperism
and crime which afflict society are caused by eating? When shall
we find whole tribes of the human race swept off the face of the earth
by the use of bread and meat, as has been the case by the use of fire
waters. No, the fact is, the traffic in intoxicating drinks stands by
itself 5 it is not at all like that in any other article of human con-
sumption, unless it be, as we have before stated, opium.

But if these things be true, is it not your duty, dear friends, to
abandon a traffic so pernicious to the community, and, we might also
add, so dangerous to yourselves ?

Mopera1e DRINKERS, we would now address a word to you :—
Dear friends, you perhaps think that you would not engage i a
traffic of so doubtful and dangerous a kind, as the liquor trade. Nay,
perhaps you join in the common cry against the multiplication of
taverns and dram-shops. But remember, we beseech you, that there
could be no traffic, unless there be buyers as well as sellers ; and that
you who buy are in one sense as much a trafficker as the vender. Let
the respectable portion of the community cease tc purchase, and the
respectable will soon cease to sell, in which case this most injurious
business would be likesome others of kindred character, placed under
the ban of- public opinion ; and, probably, legislative prohibition. It
would then be confined to secret dens of iniquity, which none but the
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abandoned would frequent, instead of meeting us at every turning, as
it does at present, and throwing its seductive lures openly around all
classes, and slmost every individual in society.

Tothe PurLanturoric, we wonld say, there is much more enlight-
ened benevolence in endeavouring to stop intemperance, than in endea-
vouring to remedy its effects, And that it is also much easier—for
drunkenness will be arrested, if men ounly cease to drink; whereas,
all the means and appliances in the world will not cure its eflects, it
it continue. .

To the Patrior, we would say, f you wish to introduce general edun
cation—to reduce panperism to itswminimum point—to suppress erime ;
and to develope the energies of the people--an essential element to-
success on all these desirable objects, is to banish intemperance ; and
the only way to do this, is to abolish the drinking customs and usages,
out of which intemperance is constantly produced.

To the Cunismisn, we would appeal in this matter most earnestly.
To whom can we look for an example of self-denial, for the good of
~others, if not to you? ¢ If meat make my brother to offend, I will eat
no flesh while the world standeth’ was the declaration of one whose
authority, we are all willing to admit. Does not the same principle
apply in the case before us T Let every Christian say : ¢« If intoxicating
drinke make my brother to offend, I will drink none while the world
standeth.”> Aund do they not make your brother to offend ? Laok
either at the church, or the world, and answer thisquestion ? Besides,
they may not stop with your brother—they may, if you go on to use
them, make you to offend also. ¢ Let him that thinketh he standeth, take
heed, lest he fall.”

But it is not only as a preventive measure that the Temperance
reformation commends itself to the Christian—it comes directly in aid
of all other gond efforts. Do you wish to educate poor children, in
Sabbath or day schools ? What deprives them of the clothing neces-
sary to attend, but the drinking habits of their parents?  1f you would
distribute tracts, scriptures, &c., what causes them, in many instances,
to be totally disregarded, butintemperance ? Nay, if you would send
the Gospel to the heathen, what meets you there with more deadly
antagonism than theliquors sent by your own countrymen, and the drink-
ing habits of those who call themselves Christians, Once more : Why are
a}l religious societies, and most churches labouring under a load of debt,
and scaicely able to meet current expenses, without attempting to
extend their operations, to meet the wants of a perishing world? ~ Is
not a solution of this extraordinary anomaly to be found in the drinking
habits of Christians. There is much more spent in the useless and
pernicious custom of using intoxicating drinks by the professing Chris-
tians of Britain, than all that they give forthe support of churches,
schools, missions and Bible and tract societies, put together. If, then,
we wish to see these incalculably important institutions adequately
supported, let us unite to banish intoxicating drinks.

e'would add a word fo those who are verging upon habits of _
intemperance. Dear friends, go no nearer the precipice that yawns.
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‘before you, nar even try to continne in your present proximity ; retreat
as fast and as far from it as youcan, and the Lord will bless those who
ohey his command—to shun even the appearance of evil.  Above all
be on your guard at this season of the year. Your best friends will
beset you on all hands with temptations to lead you to ruin; the
customs of society will almost coerce you to comply with them ; do
not allow yourselves to be overcome ; fake a manly stand against them ;

no longer follow a muliitude to do evil ; shun that which the word o
+ God declares to be a mocker ; and which, at the last, bites like a ser-

pent. Many, in formcr'years, have stood firm in their dutermination
to res'st the temptation of strong drink, for, it may be, several months ;
but when Christmas or New-Year's-day came, they have gone back,
like the sow that was washed, to her wallowing in the mire ; and their
last sfate was worse than the first.

The remedy to which we call your attention is simple, safe, plea-
sant, and efficacious. It is so simple, that all can follow it without
expense cither of money, time, or laronr—so safe, that none are in-
jured by it—so pleasant, that all who try it say, they are happier than
they were before—so eficacious, that none who follow it are in any
danger of the disease. If Cholera weje among us, carrying off as
many victims as drunkenuess, and a remedy so simple, safe, pleasant,

and perfectly efficacious, were found for it—swould not all hasten to
avai} themselves of that remedy ? Where is the difference in the pre-
sent case, unless it be, that the disease of which we now speak, in-
volves moral, as well as physical evil, whiist the Cholsra only involves
the latter?

Finally, intemperance is sweeping over society like a great flood,
bearing thousands, and tens of thousands to destruction ; ali are more
«or less emharked on the flood, and in danger, proportionally great ;
except those who abstain wholly from intoxicaling drinks. If all
would abstain, society would at once befree from the evil j and if only
a single family abstain, tbat family is free. Let us then pray and
labour for the general abolition of drinking usages ; but let us not wait
for all Men to act before we daj let us save ourselses from the evils
attending drinking in the fist place, and that will be one of the best
and most effectual ways of influencing others to do the same.

Let us just add one word more, whatever you do, do it in the
- strength of the Lord. -
oh Signed on beha!f of the Committee of the Montreal Temperance

Society.
JOHN DOUGALL, President.
Montreal, 27th December, 1847.

"~ THE TEMPERANCE HALL,
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