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A NEW YEAR'S AIJORESSI
TO I!P RESPECTABlLE SELLERS A.%D MODERATE DRINKERS 0F INTOXI-

CATINO LIQUORS IN TUE CITY 0F MONTREAL.

DrAft F«iUNs-We embrace the presqant opportuniUy to address
you, because it is usually considered a fâvourable tifue of the year for
reviewing the past, aind forming plans andi resolutions for the future,
and the prevailing feeling which actuates us in so doing being love.,
we trust you %vil] not cast this paper from you as if an enemy bail
wiitten it, but give it a consideration as courteous as we trust its
language wilt be.

To DEALERSs We îvould suggest the followving topie of reflection
Your business bas ever been considered, to say the least, one of a
doubtful character. Why else is it madie thse suhject of legal restraints
more than other kintis of trade ? Why else is it necessary to have
enactrments respetin g certificates of character, licenses, and,-in many
places, even the hours and persons when andto whom sales may be
made ?

A brief review of the history -of your traffic would show that it has
at ail times been an object of alarm, to groveraments ; that its sup-
pression has heen i many instances atternpted ; and that it is only
finally tolerated.atan cvii wvhich. they arc not ahle to prevent, every
precaution being, ai the saine tirne, iaken to dimrinish, as far as possi-
bles its peruicious consequence.

It is often said i hat there is as mnch harm.done by eating as drink-
ing ; but has the experience of nations proveti that there was as much
cause forý axnxiety and alarm in thse trade of thse baker and butcher as
i yours? Disguise it'as you may fromn 3ourselves, your traffic stands
upon nearlysimilar iroundin thewestern worlà with. the opium trade
in the cast,; aind if.yoti-would shrink;frons the idea of supplyingS opinum
wholesale or.retail. to the-ýretched viotar-ies of that drug, there ig no
good reason why.ypu should not shrink fiom. your owix business. Tise



latter is consigning, at least, as many victims, in proportion ta the
population, to degradation, misery, and a primature grave, as the
former, and it is a mucli more potent stimulus to crime.

Yoit may have been ignorant of thçse considerationg when yot
embarked ini the business, and in this respec 't we feel much sympathy
for you, but you cannot be whiolly ignorant of them now ;for, besides.
the miass of information and argument on this subject which, the
temp)erince societies have published and circulated, but which yotu
May, perchance, have reftised to hear or.read, there have been many
presentments of grand juries, many charges of judges, and many
articles in the cominon newspapers,; ail bearing testimony to the same
melancholy ttuth, that your traffic, is one of the greatest evils under
whicli society groans at the prescrit. time, and the prolie parent of at
least tlhree fouitdis of ail the paupcrism and crime around us : that
yon are, if we mnay so speak, living upon the life-blood of the public,
and taxing ail the rest of the community to remedy, in some littie
degree-by jails, police forcAs, hospitals, 'alms-houses, &c., &c.-the
evils ivhich you are causing.

Vie may again advert to the oft-repeated faliacy, that there is as
mnuch harm done by eatirig as drinking, and ask, where the testimony
of judgeý and magistrates, and grand juries, and commnittees of lgisla-
turcs, can be fouind to the etlect that tlircc-fourtlis of the paupcrism
and crime which afflict society are caused by eating ? Whien shail
wve find whole tribes of the humnan race swept off the face of the earth
by the use of bread and meat, as has béen the case by the use of lire
waters. _No, the fdct is, the trafflo iii intoxicating drinks stands by
itself; it is not at ail like that in any other article of human con-
sumrption, unless it be, as wvc have before stated, opium.

But if thesc things be truc, is it not your duty, dear friends, to
abandon a traffic so perniciaus ta the community, and, wve might also
add, so dangerous to yourselves ?

MODERAIE DRiNKE:RS, We would now aidress a word to you
Dear frieiwts, you perhaps think that you wvould, fot engage in a
traffic of so doubtful and dangerous a kind, as the liquor trade. Nay.,
perhaps yoti join in the commun cry against the multiplication of
taverns and dram-shops. But remember, we beseech you, that there
could be nu traffic, unless there be buyers as wvell as sellers ; and that
you who buy are in one sense as much a trafficker as the vender. Let
the respectable portion of the cunmmunity cease ta purchase, and the
respectable will suon cease to selI, in which case this Most injurlous
business would be likesome others of kindred character, placed under
the ban of-public opinion ; arnd, prubably, legislative prohibition. It
would then be confined ta secret dens of iffiquity, which none but the



abandixicti would frtquent, insteati of meeting us at every turning, a&
it does at present, and throving ifs seductive lutres openly around ail
classes, andi almost every indiviciuai in society.

To thce P1ILANT1IROrIC, %Ve wouid sa>', there is much more enlight-
eneti benevalence in endeavouring to stop intemperance, than in endea-
vouring ta remedy> ifs effects;. Andi that it is alsa muchi casier-for
drunkenncess wili be arresteti, if men only cease ta drink ; whereas,
ail flic means anti appliances in the world wvill not cure its effects, if
il continue.

To the PA-TJioT, ive would say, if you wish to introduce general edu
catian-to reduce pau1iýerismn to its iYinimum point-to suppress crime;
andi ta develope the energies of the peale--an essential element ta.
success on ail these desitable objects, is ta banisli intemperance ; andi
the only wvay ta (la tbis, is ta aholish the drinking customs and usages,
out of whicli intemperance is constantly produced.

Ta tlie Ciinitis-1i..4, %ve would appeal in this matter most carniestl>'.
Ta whomn can we look for ani example of self-denial, for the goorl of

-others, if flot ta yoit " c If meat make My brother to affend, 1 Nvili eat
fia flesli while the %world standeth"l was the declaratian of one whose
atitharity, wve are all willing ta admit. Does flot the samne principle
apply in the case before us 7' Let every Christian say : ccIf intoxicating
drinks mnake My brothler ta offend, 1 will drink none wvhile the wvarld
stneti1 And do they mit make your brother ta affenti ? Look
either at the church, or the world, andi ansver this question ? Besides,
the>' mn>' not stop iil yaur brather-they may, if you go on ta use
them, make voiu ta affenti also. IlLet him that think-eth lie standeth, take
lieeti, lest lie fait."1

But it is flot oniy as a preventive mensure that the Temperance
refarmatian commentis itself ta the Christian-it cames directiy i aid
of ail ather gond efiorts. Do you wisli ta educate poor children, in
Sabbath or day schools ? What deprives them of the clathing neces-
sar>' ta, attend, but the drinking habits of their parents ? If you would
distribute tracts, scriptures, &c., what causes them, in many instances,
to be totali>' disregarded, but intemperance ? Na>', if yau would send
the Gospel ta tha heathen, what meets you there ivith more deadly
antagonism than tie'liquars sent by yc<urawvn cauntrymen,and the drink-
in- habits of those who rail theinselves Christians. Once mare : Wvhy are
all religiaus sacieties, and most churches iabouring under a Joadi of debt,
anti scaiceIy able ta meet current expenses, without attempting ta

extndtei oerations, ta meet the wvants of a perishing world ? Is
not a soluto ai this extraordinary anomaly ta be faand În the drinking&
habits of Christians. There is much maie spent in the useless andi
perrlicious customn of usingintoxicating drinks by the prafessing Chris-
tians of Britain, than ali that they give for the support af churehes',
schools, missions anti Bible and tract societies, put together. [f, then,
we wish ta sec these inealculably important institutions adequately
supprteti, let us unite ta banish intoxicating drinks.

Weýwould addt a word ta those who are verging upon habits aof
intemperance. Dear frientis, go no nearer the precipice that yawns.



'eoeyou, n>)r ove.n trv to continue in your prosent proximity; retreat
as fast and as far from li as you can, and the Lord will blesçs those who
obey his command-to shun cven the appearanté of evii. Above al
bce on your guard at thiq sc-ason of the ycar. Your best friends wili
beset you on ail] hands with tomptations to Iead yois to ruin ; tlic
customs of society %vill almost corrce you to comply wvith them ; do
not allowv yourselves to be overcome ; fake a manly stan1 against (hem
no longer follov a multitude to do cvil ; shuti thkit whlich, the wordi ci

SGad declarcs to bic a mocker ; and which, at the last, hdces like a ser-
pent. Many, in former y-?ars, have stoud firm in their dciorrination
to res.st the temptation of strong drink, for, it may lo, several rnostths ;
but when Chrisimas or Nowv-Year's-dayi camne, thcy have gno backi,
like the sow that %vas washed, to her wàllowing in tlie mireo; and thçir
laçt stato %vas worse than thec first.0

The remcdy to which we cali your attention is simple, sale, plea-
sapt, and efficacious. It is so simnple, that all can follow it %without
,expense cither of inoney, time, or larolir-so sare, that none are in-

jured by it-so ploa!zant, that ail who try it Say, tlî-y arc happier than
they wore before-so efficacioiis, that none %;ho tollow it are in nny
danger of the diçease. If Choiera we;e aruong us, carrying off as
many victimns as drunkenness, and a remedy so simple, sale, pleasarit,
and perfectly efficariouîs;, ivore found for it-woiid not ail hasten to
avai themseives of that remnedy7 XVhoro is the differonce iii the pre-
sent case, iunIoss it bie, that the disea>e ni which %ve now speak, in-
volves moral, as wveii asphysical cvil, whiist tho Clioltra oisly involves
the latter?

Finally, intemperance is sveeping over Society likoe a great flood,
beuring thou.çaind,, and] tens of thousands to destruction ; al are more
ýor leçs eihharkeci on thc flood) and in dange~r, proport 1onally great ;
except those who abstain whvliy from intoxicaling drinks. If all
would abstain, society would at once ho free from the evil ; and if oniy
a singie family abstain, that famiiy is frce. Let us then pray and
labour for the genéraI abolition of diinking, usages ; but let us not wait
for ai "M'ien to act beotoe wvo do ; let us save oürsei'; os froin the evils
attendin--' drinking, in the fiist place, and that wviil bie one of the best
and most' effectial ways of influencing otiers to do tlie same.

4etý us just add one word more, 0 %hateve r 3ou do, do it in the
.strength of thp Lord.

Signed on beha'f of the Comir.ittee of the MontreaI Temperatice
Society. JOI-N DOUGALL> President.

Miontreal, 27th Decem ber, 1847.

THE TEMPERANCE HALL,
ST. MAURICE STREET,

TS nnw Oened ror PU13LIC TE -vPERANCE -. EETINGS
I xiii le hcid cvery TFIURSDAY EVFNING. 7 , 10Tý-
The Pledge.i3uok of the Society w1i bc found on tliecso occq&býqrQ

J C. ECET P 'INTER ST. PAUL STREET MONT AL


