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THE

CANADIAN PRESBYTER,

L . AUGUST, 1858.

THE ENGLISII BIBLE,

-The “old English Bible " maintains its place of authority in our Churches
and families; but we doubt whether it is privately and habitually read by the’
present generation as it was by their fathers, Granted that the neglect of tho'
Bible must be referred to iig radical cause in the natural prejudice of every”
“carnal mind,” and may aiso be traced in part to the influence of the multi-"
Plied books and periodicals of the day in diverting attention from the Book of’
Books. We are inclined, however, to recognise also the operation of another
causo: the dissatisfaction which is folt with the present translation, and the
“uninviting dissection of the matter into small separate verses—a treatment
-Which no uninspired volume could have so long survived. '
*Tlie question of a revision of the authorised version is much debated. Tt is
26 longer a movement of the Socinians to wipe out the evidences of Christ’s”
:Deity, and of the Holy Trinity; or of the Baptists to insist on g special render-'
“ingof one or two Greek words, that are words of life or death to their system ; '
‘but- an anxious inquiry among elucated men in gl Protestant Churclies”
speaking the English language, whether the faults and solecisms of the present”
~Version may not be corrected without injury to those great characteristic excel- .
: lencies which no competent judge disputes. It is a question on which every’
intelligent mind has or seeks to have an opinion, and the temperate discussion |
‘ofiwhich must promote the genuine interests of Scriptural Christianity.
; “On the threshold of the subject we aro met by the alarmists, Svho raise their
sbands and voices in horror at the thought of changing the popular Bible,
:“Innovation! Latent heresy ! Rationalistic criticism! Our Bible in danger ”
By sitch outeries the ignorant and the tinid are affrighted and most unjustly
:Prejudiced. The men who raise these cries would have with equal zeal exclaimed
“against the present version itself, had they lived at the time when it was first’
Z'bejé'ct‘ed to-supersede the translations previously in use. We are not without !
‘persuasion, however, that, above the din.of mere unreasoning outcries, the ,

&lin Voice ‘of sound investigation and judgment will yet be heard, and that '
 Perhaps, speedily, :

-
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I. We assumo as undeniable that a true reverence for God's. Word requires
us to use the most accurate and faithful vérsion of the inspired original that we
can obtain, whether that version be now or old. Granted, that a chango pro-
posed for trivial reasons should be discouraged, and that the reverential nsso.
cintions that gather around an old versjon are not to be lightly disturbed ; but.
the interests of Sacred Truth are paramount in importance, and these intercsts
require that the original Scriptures be rendered with all possible fidelity into
the vulgar tongue for the use of English readers of the present day.

II. Wo venture further to say, that the authorised Erglish version, with all
its excellencics, is no longer a sufficiout or satisfactory representation of the
inspired Bible. We believo it to have been a wonderful production of sacred
scholarship in the age when it first appeared, and can unite with its most ardent
admirers in praise of its general fidelity, dignity, and strength. It has directed
the faith and nursed the virtues of better men than we are. It has gnided our
fathers to the gate of heaven. But the God of the Bible has given to our gene-
ration greater advant'\ges for ascertaining the exact words of the Book, and the
accurate meaning of those words, than former ages possessed; and we seem, to;
be constramed to take one of two courses,ieither to submit our present version.
to the capricious verbal alterations of individual expounders, or to ¢ndeavor.
after such an authorised and competent revision of the whole as may command-
tbe .general confidence. of the Church.

_The following considerations appear to us to carry great weight :

1. The orwmnl text is now far more accurately known than at the period,,
when the authornsed version was produced. This remark applics mainly to, the,
New Testament, of which some of the most reliable MSS. have been obtained;
smcq the era of the English translatxon. True, that the changes noted and
adopted by the critical edxtors of the New Testament are generally of an unim,.
portant nature; but if even ten are such as should be known to tha English,
reader, thore arises an uncertainty in the popular mind as to the autheutlmty
of many texts on wlnoh great stress has been laid in religious controversy, No
lcholar is content to read the *textus recoptus,” because the scholar is pert'ectly_
aware that it was framed from an imperfect collation of Greek MSS,, and, in.
some parts of the Bouk of the Revelation of St. John, without any. old Greck
MS whatever. It is required by veneration for the truth and by justiee to.
the unlearned readers, of the Bible, that the. English version should be, made to-
~ correspond with the. original, as determined by consent of the learned crificsl

edwors of England and Germany, or in cases where they differ, by the prepqn

derating judgment. :

2. Not only the text, but the meaning of the text, is more accurately ascer:
t,med now tban in the, rergn of James I of England. No disreapect is mtepded
to the erudition, of the per;od or of the Divines whom that King appointed.te.
prepare the version which.is still « authorised.” We merely state the fact;. thgt‘
the, studles of tha two hundred and fifty years which haye, elapsed}s;ngp,jby
yenod have not beeq unfruxtful Wltl;m the present’ century how, xpgxkqd the:

.




- -

R

THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER, ‘ . 22®

improvement in lexicography | 'What fine eritical acumon bas been brought.
o bear on ancient writings, especially on the Holy Scriptures! What atten-
tion has been paid to correct philology, and to those, questions of ancient goo-
graphy, natural history; -and Eastern antiquities, without a knowledge of which-
the Bible cannot be properly translated ! It scems ungrateful to the Most 11igh
not to bring all the advantnges of modern acquirement to bear on the rendering:
of His Word into the languages of the modern world, :

As the matter now stands, Ministers of the Word are not infrequently embar-
mssed ; on the one hand unwilling to shake the confidenco of the public in the
common version by frequently altering its meaning in reading or exposition
on the other hand unable conscientiously to read or preach as inspired Serip-
ture what they know to be erroneoutly rendered, or to be expressed in forms of
speech that have now come to convey an entirely different meaning from that,
which they bore two or three centurjes ago. Is it, fair to a congregation to read
tothem, “Our conversation is in heaven,"* when wo know that the Apostle
refers not to colloquy, but to his tenor of life as a citizen in heaven; or to.
affright many timid believers at the Lord’s Table, by sternly announcing, as from
the Bible, that every unworthy communicant “eateth and drinketh damnation.
to himself,”} though we see in the margin the more accurate expression, “judg-
ment”; or to shock every mind by reading of the four heavenly Zoa, as “four
beasts”'; or to take no notice of the many cases in which an inattention to-the
force of the Greek article has obscured the sense ; or to consent to the confusion
of such terms as Devil angd Demon, Hades and Hell, throughout the New Tes-
tunent? . We are confident that no evil, but unmixed good, would result from.
arovision and correction of such errors as these,

3. The insertion of words not authorisad by the original text, printed in Italic.
lelters, has long been a cause of dissatisfaction to the render of the English.
Bible. The choice of Ttalic letters to mark the words as supplementary, has-
been unfortunate, since in all other publications these letters are used to distin~-
guish words of special importance and emphasis. Moreover the Italicised words
are either necessary to the rendering of the' meaning of the original, or they are:
not. If they: are, they have a right to appear in the translation, and ought not.
to be distinguished by any change of type. If they are non-essential to the?
translation, and partake of the. character ‘of explanation or commentary, they
should have no-place in the text, and fall within the province of the.annotator..
and expositor. Thr; vast majority of those in the authorised version are of the;
former class, and ought to-be printed without. special distinction, as part, of the:
text. Yet those of the latter class, are more. numerous than many suppose;
and sometimes materially alter the. sense of the original * _

4. The grossly indelicate- expressions in various. parts of our. version o,f‘t.hé,‘:
0ld Testament;. ought to be altered, and may essily be altered without any .
unfaithfulness to the Hebrew text. Many of these are, more offensive than thex

* Philipp. iii, 20; t1 Qor. xi, 29. - }Rev.iv.6. . .,
* Beé Job xix; 25-26 i Psalms xvii. 1314, cxxxix."16; Heb, x, 38; 2 Sam. i, 18."
- 4

\
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origmal Hebrow expressions roquire, Their grossness did not sliock the taste
of the age when our version first appeared, as it disgusts the modorn render,
We do not, therefore, so much'attach blame, because of these words and phrases,
to the venerablo tianslators, as we insist that such modifications should now be
introduced as will render all parts of the English Bible fit to be read in families
and schools. Guod and suflicient reasons can be given for the presence of exs
pressions which seer to us gross and coarse, in the ancient Scriptures; but wo
ean perceive no reason at ull for the translation of such expressions into the
most offensive forms of speech for the eye and ear of the modern English Chrisw
tian, Wo do not wish to dwell farther on this point, but it is one that demands
wise consideration, and.speedy remedy.

The same obscrvations apply, though with less urgency, to the forms of speech
now reckoned ungrammatical that are not infrequent in the English Bible,

&. The mode in which the authorised version is usually printed is vexalions
to the reader, and injurious to the sense, Lvery one competent to give an
opinion declares that nothing could be more capricious and unskilful than the
manner in which the text is sub-divided igto chaptersand verses; and we atlri-
bute to this unfortuna‘e arrangement much of the current misapprehensivn of
the meaning and tenor of Scripture, and much of the disinclination to read any
long passage consecutively. 'Were the Bible uniformly printed in well arranged
sections, sub-divided into paragraphs, as in some special cditions it is now
printed, the style of preaching aud the habit of Bible reading would probably
be changed to great advantage. No longer would sentences be taken as texts
in the pulpit and treated of in entire separation from the paragraphs in which
they lie. No longer would such sentences and parts of sentences be wrested to
maintain dogmag, with which the context proves that they have no connection
whatever.  And no longer would the.Bible be closed in the private room or in
the family circle, or in the Church, at the end of a chapter which does not com-’
plete the sense or conelude the topic. The reading would continue till the end.
of the section, which should mark a natural stop, Another important improve-
ment-would be the printing of the poetical purts of Scripture in the form ap-
propriate to poetry, with special spaces to mark the change of speaker in those
Bible poems that take the form of dialogue and drama,

‘The only objection worthy of notice which we have seen or heard urged
against the discontinuance of the present chapters and verses is, that a very con-
venient mode of reference would be lost, and especially that the quotations
from Scripture in all the past religious literature could no longer be verified by
the student. No doubt a considerable inconvenience might at first be felt; but
it could be removed in part, if not in whole, by continuing to print the old divi-
sions in the margin. . n course of fifty years the entire inconvenience would be

- forgotten in the grext satisfaction sure to arise from the new and more judicious
afrangement now proposed.

IIL In fact, the question_of the advantage to be reaped from a revision of
the qutl’x_ox’*is‘ed version scarcely ngeds to be discussed. The point»questi_oned by
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many is not 80 much tho probablo advantage, as the Jeasibility of such a revi-
¢ion in the present day. To some, for whose judgment wo have much respect,
the difficulties appear insuperable, But wo should be glad to see theso difficul-
ties fairlv stated and discussed. The chicf inquiries involved aro the following :

1. Cun the authorised version bo revised without a great and violent chango ¢
The answer may suroly bo given in the aflirmative.  What is the presont ver-
sion itself but a revision of that which was previously in uso?  One of the royal
instructions under wirich the forty-seven translators acted was, in these words,
“The ordinary Biblo read in the Church, commonly called the Bishops' Bible,
to bo followed, and as little altered as the original will permit.” If it was pos-
sible to rovise the « Bishops' Bible" with so marked suceess in the 17th cep-
tury, why should it bo iinpracticable in the 10th century to revise King James's
version? Wy do not plead for & new and independent translation, We have
very little sympathy with thoso who decry tho version in use for its antique
east and oceasionally obsolete forms of speeel, A new version vieing in style
with the popular literature of the day wo have no desire to sce. But it is surely
possible to make all such emendations as are absolutely needed, in harmony
with the general tenor of the fine old version, not marring, but rather main-
taining and increasing its antique dignity, It is well remarked in Hare's
“Guesses at Truth,”—“Woe are bound to acknowledgo it as an inestimable
blessing, that our translation of the Bible was made beforo our language under-
went the various refining Processes, by which it was held to be carried to its
perfection in the reign of Queen Anne. Tor in those days the reverence for the
past had faded away; even the power of understanding it seemed well-nigh
extinet, Tate and Brady’s Psalms show that the Bible would have been almost
asmuch defaced and corrupted as the Iliad was by Pope. The less artificial
and conventional state of our language in the age of Shakspeare was far more
congenial to that of the Bible. Hence, when the task of revising our transla-
tion, for the sake of correcting its numerous inaccuracies and of removing its
obscuritics, so far ag they can be removed, is undertaken, the utmost care should
be used to preserve its language and phrascology,” )

2. But if it were conceded that a revision is possible and desirable, who can
be entrasted with a task requiring not only so much ripeness of learning, but
also s0 much wisdom, judgment, and sacred skill  This is confessedly a ques-
tion of considerable difficulty, and might with advantage be made matter of
grave consideration and conference in the Churches,

The simplest and most feasible mode, as it appears to us, would be to entrust
the revision to a commission of great Biblical scholars in Great Britain and
Ireland, Tt is obviously desirable to obtain the co-operation of the faithful
American Churches ; but we are at a loss to see how they, or even the British
Colonia] Churches, could be included in the active promotion of this great
work,

The age of Victoria is not the age of James I.; and it is doubtfu] whether a
Commission for the revision of the English Bible should bo called by Royal
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suthority and governed by Royal instructions or not. But were it onco agreed
and understood, that the British and Irish Protestant Churches, Non-Conform.
ist as well ns Established, should be represented on the Commission propor-
tionally to their numbers in the community, the difficulty might casiiy bo
wolved; for the representatives of the Church of Englesd could bo nominated
by the Crown ; thoso of the Presbyterian Chiurches by their General Assemblies
and Synods; the Methodists Ly their Conference, &c.  If it were prudent or
fair to commit suck a work as is propesed to any one of thio Churches, we should
not object to sce it placed entirely in the haids of some of the accomplished
Divines of the Church of England; and this notwithstanding the unfuir hand.
ling of the terms Episcopos and Presbyter in our present translation.  But it is
obviously most expedient thatall the orthodox Churches in the United Kingdom
should uuite in any steps toward the improvement of that version of Holy Writ
to which they all appeal. This co operation would ensure general confidence in
the revised version, and would also bring a wider scholarehip to the execution
of the task. Tho Alfords and Ellicotts of the South would have no reason to
despise the help of the Fuirbairns-and. Eadies of the North, .

We shall merely add, that no authority of Church or State should bo used
to enforce the general reception of a revised English Bible. The revised ver-
sion should not be impused, but merely allewed to be substituted for that now
in use; and it would thus, without provoking hostility, gradually feel its way
by its own merits, to the general approval of Protestant Christinns evurywhers
who use the English language.

TIIE UNION QUESTION, AND THE CONFESSION Of* FAITII ON
THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE, ‘ .

The great stumbling blok in the way of the Union of our Church with the
United Pre<by terian, is the question of the civil m gistrate’s relation in his off-
cial capacity to the revealed Word of God.  Our respective views on this point
have not yet been brought into harinony, or at least we have not yet found a
form of expressing them in which we can heartily agree.  For the elearing of
the question it might nut be amiss to review the ductrine of the Chu.ch regard-
ing it, as that is recorded in her authorised standards,

The question is after all not in itself a very broad one; it may have very
wide anl importaut relations and bearings, but doctrinally it may. be numbered
among the lesser constellations of our ecelesiastical system.

The question is not, let it be notel, concerning the Headship of Christ over
His Church as the assvciated fellowship of true believers.  We rejoice to thisk
that on this doctrine we have no debate with our brethren of the United Pres-
byteiian Church. They would as strenuously as oursclves resist any encroach-
ment upon the absolute supremacy of Christ within His Church. On thisques
tion we are prepared cordially to unite.  On no practical application of it are
we aware that any disagreement exists.  All that the Confession of Faith says
reg wding it, we mulually and without explanation acuept. To argue, therefore,
this part of the doctrine of Christ’s supremacy is reedless. Let us give God
thanks that we can so far walk together as brethren,
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When, however, wo como to consider the claims which Chriat makes on
nativns ns regards their public policy and legislation, we here find g divergence
of ojiinion to somo extont—or gt least. an apparent divergence—that is sufli-
ciently operative to hinder our “o-operation in the meantime as one Church.
That we may cleaily understand onp own position as 1egards this question, leot
Us enquire what is really the teaching of the Confession un this point of dog.
trine. - Wo find it in the firs! place afliving in chap, viii, that Christ is “ licir of
M things,” and that the Father © put all power and judgment into his hands ",
but theso Passages can only by implication or inforence apply to the subjection
of tho magistrate in his official capacity to the authority of God's Word. The
xx. chapter is further vory explicit ns regar.ls certain duties which the magistrate
may discharge in relation to moral op spiritual offeces, In tho fourth clause
of this chapter it is deslared thay— ’

“They who upon pretence of Christian liberty shall oppose any lawful power or the
Iawful exercise of it, whether it bo civil o ccclesinstical, resist the ordinance of God.
And for their publishing of such opinions ns nre contrary to the light of nature; orto
the known principles of Christianity, whether concerning worship or conversation; o
to'the power of Godliness; or such crroncous opinions or practices ns either in their

own nature or in the manner of publishing or maintaining them, aro destructive to the
cxternal peace and order which Christ hath cstablished in the Church; they may Jaw-

fally be called to necount and proceeded against by the consure of the Church and by

This article appears to allow the magistrats a considerable power in regard to
questions and offences of g religious kind, and perhaps may be understood to
sanctioi an interfereace with what in these days is arknowledged to be the
liberty of conscience. No one denies that any person offending in the particis-
lars stated in the article, may and ought to be pro-ecded against by the censures
of the Church of which he is a member, but that for-all these reasons ho may:
and ought to bo proceeded against by the power of the civil magistrate, few;
will admit to be either just or seriptural,  When, however, this ¢.ause is looked
at with the explanation given of it ani universally accepted by us, much, if nog
all that at first sight appears to be ohjectionable will be removed, Dr McCrie
in the appendix to his discourse on © Tho unity of the Church,” states one form
of this explanation and defence in the clearcst and ablest manner. ITe fys—

“Now this does not sey that all who publish such opinions and maintain such practi-

opinions published and practices maintained by him. For in tha first place, persons of
s partizular character are spoken of in this paragraph, and these are very different from
good and peaceable subjects, They are described in the former sentence as “ they vwho.
gppose lawful power or the lawful exercise of it,” and “resist the ordinance of God.

¢ same persons are spoken of in the sentence under consideration, ag appears from
the copulative and relative, It is not said “ Any one for publishing,” &ec., but they
%ho oppose any lawfu) power, &c., for their publishing,™ &e. In the second ,place, this
Seatence specifies some of the Wways in which these persons may become chargeable with
the opposition mentioned, and consequently “may be called to account,” but it doea
not assert thut even they must or ought to be prosecuted for every avowed opinion or
prmftice of the kind referred to.” ’

“This is, we bulieve, a very generally accepted explanation of the clause jn
question, and deprives it at least, of the appearance of intolerance or persecution,

¢ are by no means sure that it is exactly grammatical, or that it aliogethier
rsmoves the objection that may be urged azainst it.  We think that the.learned.

r. misses the description of the certrin persons who may be proceeded against
by the Church and the magistrate. He says they sre such as “ oppose lawfu)
power” &, Now it appears to us that they are such ag upon. pretence of
Christion liberty (whether they oppose lawful authority or not) publish opinions

O maintain practices contrary to the'light of nature, to the known prineiples 6f'
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Christianity, or such as cither in their own_naturo or in the wauner of publish.
ing them, arc destructive to the external prace and order of the Church—such
persons may, notwithstunding their prefence of iiberty of conscience, bo proceeded
against by tho Church and the magistrate,  The menning of this clauso will
thereforo be that any one dving the things specified shall not, on the plea of
conscienae, bo permitted to cscapo tho just censure of the Church for these their
sins, or the just punishment of the civil power for these their crimes, The ob.
jeet of this clauso is evidently to guard liborly of conscienco from abuse, to repel
tho objection that it permits lawless licenso cither in matters religious or civily
and so far as the general doctrine which it embodies is concerned, the judgment
of our day is at ouo with that of tho Westminster divines, But wo feol con.
strained to object to the specifications of civil offences which the clause containg,
even with Dr. McCric’s explanation, and would rather generalise its particulars
into such a form of expression as that they may bo consistent with the present
universully nccepted views of civil and religious liberty. W cannot in these
days admit that any cluss of persons may or ought to be punishod by the civil
power for publishing opinions or maintaining practices simply becauso they are
what may be deemed *contrary to the known, principles of Christianity, whe.
ther concerning faith, worship, or convarsation, or to the power of godliness.”
Neither can we sanction a law that wonld subject any class of persons to punish.
aient for opinions or practices published 'or maintained which might be thought
% destructive of the oxternal peaco and order which Christ hath  cstablished in
tho Church.” We do not understand the Confession to uso theso torms in any
sense that would requiro this, or that could be regarded as sanctioning persect.
tion for conseience snke. In our resolutions of 1854 we solamnly declaro that
we *do not understand the passages relating to the duty of the civil magistrate
as teaching or sanctioning the persccution of individuals for conscience sake;
grinciples which the Synod heartily disclaim,” &e.  'Wo would, therefore, as we

avo said, rather generalise the particulars of this clause, and say that they sim-
ply mean that persons doing the things specified, even on the plea of liberty of
conscicnce, expose themselves to the censure of the Chureh, and if in the doing
of them they disturb the peace and good order of society, or invade the liberties
of the Church, they further expose themselves to civil pains and penalties. If
any one says that the¢ clause in question means more than this, or that
it sanctions compulsory or perscenting and intolorant principles in reliﬁion, then
we say, that not only do we not accept it in that sense, but wo repudiate such
an internmtation of its terms. »

. Bat, having cleared our way through this rather difficult passage of the Con-
fession, and seen what it is understood to teach, we find that it says nothing
about the civil magistrate’s duty iu relation to the Word of God. It treats
cerlain actions and forms of actions as crimes; that is, as destructiva of the
good order of civil society ; and on this ground it declares that the persons
guilty of them may be punished by the civil magistrate. Now, there is nothing
1n this open to debate. Both parties acknowledge that crimes or violations of
public law or right lie within the proper jurisdiction of the civil magistrate;
and that too not because they are sins against God, but beeause, whatever else
they may be, they aroe sins against civil society. We have therefore, so far,
found nothing in the Confession that dircetly bears upon the duty of the civil
magistraté in his official capacity to recognise the obligations of the revealed
Word of God. .

. Wa turn now %o the 23rd chapter of the Confession. Iere we find it ropre-
sented that “ God, the Supreme Lord and King of all the World, hath ordained
civil magistrates to bo under Iim over the people” This is in terms of that
Scripture which says “The powers that be ave ordained of God.” This article,
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Iet it bo noted, plainly declares that civil magistrates aro ordained “ ¢ e under
God™; that is, to o subject to his anthority s and that too primarily “for his
own glory,” and sccondarily “for the publio good.”"  Now, let it bo further
observed, that the torms * ejvil tagistrates” in this rentonce do not refer sim-
ply to individuals, personally considered, as membors of ciyil sociely, irros
peetive of their offivial charncter and standing,  Thoy must bo understood to
refer to tho official representatives of corporaty civil society, The functions
they are, in virtuo of thoir pasition, o perform, aro such as can only bo dis-
charged in an official wav, Their public acts are not personal or individual,
but officinl and national, The laws which they deviso and executo aro the
nation's laws, On behalf of the nation, they deelnre war, and mnake peace.
When, therefore, it is said that the civil wagitrato is under God, this must
surly be understood of him in his offieia] and representative character, W
r,!annot scie how any other interpretation thay this can be put upon the terms of
this article, _ :

Whiat furthor, let us nsk, does the Confession menn by the terms “under God
over tho people for his own glory ?” Do they not fully declare the absolute
sapremacy of God over tho antions of tho world, and the duty of the nations by
theig official representatives to recognise and submit to this supremacy-f
How is it possible to ¢seape from such a conclusion as this § Wo know of no
Presbyterian Cliurch that has attempted {o alter or modify, cithor by amend.
ment or explanation, this plain doctrine of the Westminster standards. The
American Churches leavo theso torms ‘ntact, and the proviso of the United
Presbyterian Church does not affect them in tho least,

We would further say, that if the civil magistrate, in his officin] capaciey, is
bound to recogniee and submit to the supreme authority of God, it must neces-
sarily follow that the Word of God—the Bible, the only revelation' of the
Divine will—must be that by which, in all his procedure, hao is to be guided,
Itis only by acting according to the principles and precepts of the Word in the
administration of civil affairs, that the magistrate can recognise or submit to the
supremne authority of God. For accomplisking the ends for which ho is ap-
pointed, as the representative of the nation, namely, the: civil welfare and
Peace of socicty, this clause makes it incumbent. upon him to ses that-all his
procedure is not only not contrary to, but is in accordance with, the principles of
Gud's Word. It is not by this argued that the magistrato should make the Bible
acivil or o criminal code, It is ncither designed nor fitted for such s use. No
such claim is put forth by the Confession. Tlhe offico of the magistrate is based
upon the natural principles of right and justice, which include natural religion,
hether more imperfectly understood without revelation, or more fully explained
in the Bible.” «Buyg then,” says Dr., McCrie, “ it s observed, that religion and
morality, in all the extent to which they were contained in the law of nature,
are taken into the system of Christianity.” Government must, therefore, hence-
forth be conducted, not according o the dim and dubjous light of nature, but
:Szccgrding to the principles Jf Christian morals, as theso aro taught in the Holy
criptures,

It might be no difficult task to draw inferences from the doctrine wo have

inferences even of g possible or probable kind that might be drawn from our 0-
Sition,  We hold that the doctrine of the Confession in relation to civil affairs,
35 understood by us, is botl reasonable and scriptural ; and we aro much mista.
ken if any true Presby®rian will be found to deny it. It is the doctrine of every
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our testimény as a Church ; and we hope; for the saké of society, that the day
will never come when the Church wiil cease to teach and to declare that civil gov-
ernmentshould be conducted according to the principles contained in the revealed
Word of God.

But let us see what further the Confession toaches in regard to the civil 1na.
glstrate. .

The second clause of this same chapter farther asserts that Christians ¢ may
lawtully accept and execute the office of a magistrate”; and, for the mainten-
ance of the commonwealth, they “ may lawfully, now under the New Testument,
wage war,” & Here is an explicit statement, incidentally made, it is true,
but still declaratory of the principle contained in the first clause of the
chapteér, that the magistrate is ¢ now under the New Testament™; and that,
Yecoxnising its authority, he may lawfully wage war. This is worthy of note,

Thie third clause is, however, that concerning which most difficulty is felt.
It declares in the first place that the civil magistrate has nothing whatever t,
do in the Church; he must not assume to himself the administration «f sacra-
fnents or the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven. To this declaration
none but Erastians of the English Episcopal type will take the slightest objec-
tion. The government of the Church is totally distinct both in its mean#and
ends to that of the State, and the one must not intrude itself into the domain of
the other. But, as the Church has somnething o do with the welfare of human
gociety ; and, without secking to interfere with the administration of its affuits,
she may yet in her own way reprove the world of sin,of righteousness,and of judg:
ment, and may legitimately instruct the State in matters pertaining to godliness
and morals, So. on the other hand, the Confession goes on to state that the
magistrate has certain authorities and duties about (cirea) sacred things. It in
fact declares that he should concern himself about the preservation of the Chureli's
unity and peace; about the keeping the Word of God pure and eutire; about
the suppression of blasphemies and heresies ; about the preventing and reform:
ing ofa. corruptions and abusesin worship and discipline about the scttlement,
administration, and observance of all the ordinances of God, About all these
things the Confession says that he “ has anthority, and it is his duty to take
order.” And, as he cannot do all these by his own unaidel power, it is there-
fore further declared that © he hath power to call Synods, to be present at the
and to provide that whatsoever is transacted in them be according to the miud
of God.” ,

Nouw, it may safely be said, that no Presbyterian Church in thes: days would
coin such a clause as this; modern divines would certainly describe the duty of
the civil magistrate about sacred things in very ditferent terms. It cannotbe
denicd that the Westmi:ster Fathers had different views from us on these points:
They had nut so tender a regard for the wild fancies of fanatics as modern poli-
tical economy vauntingiy professes, nor did they pay much respect to the reli-
gious liberties of the profane and ignorunt, They would have very much res
pected the sagacicus advice of the Scot:h dominie to the Duke of Wellington -
for the pacification of Popish Ireland, namely, * the tawse and the Testd-
ment” In all these matters it may be questioned whether they were not wiser .
than the moderns. 'We are sure th -y would have ridiculed the liypocritical pré:
tence of our Inlian government of respecting the religious abominations of Hit-
doos and Mohammedans on the plea of liberty of conscience. Take them allia
all, the Fathers had as just views as their children have of the powers and pie-
fogatives of the Church and State. But whatever their vigws were in the framing
of this clause, we yet consider its ter.us capahle of an interpretation consistént
with the liberties of the Church and the subje:t.  To do our fathers justice, we -
must say that they were no lovers of persecution, and no favourers of tyransy.
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They achieved the Iiberties which We now enjoy ; with a great price they pur-

thased the civil and religious freedom whi

honor their memories, 1t wjl

I be observed

atticle, d. seribe the duty of the magictrate, *

order,”” &e.  Now, thera word

shall use his utmost endeavour
some laws of the commonwenlt

constitut’onal prerogative for
by, on the one hand, execnting
criminals; and, on the other,

h we now inherit. Lef us, therefere,

that they very cautiously, in-this
‘It is,” say they, “his duly to take

8, “take order.” are a technical and ecclesiastical
phrase. They do not ieply the use of physiea

I coereion, but onl; that he may ok

in his place and stmion, according to the whole-

b, for the ends specified in the clause, They grant
no arbitrary power to the State, but only incule

the majnte

ats the exercise of the magistrale's

nance of the welfare of eivil society’;

the wholesome laws against public offenders and

by inviting ti

1e Chuich to use its prerogative

of teaching, persuasion, and censure, in order-that ignorance, irreligion aud vice
may e supspressed, and true piety piomoted. If the clause concedes 1o the
magistrate power to call Synods, this is to be undersiood only when the “ Ki1k
is not settled or constituted in point of Government,” or “when the Kirk is cor-
rapted and all things out of order,” an illustration of which may be found in the
alling of the Westminster Assembly itself. But this does not imply that
Synods ave not to meet, except on the call of the magistrate, In (he 31st chap-

ter it is ex)ressly provided that

“the ministers

of Christ, of themsclves by virtue

of their office, may meet together in such Assemlilies.”. Further, in the clauge
under consideration it is allowed that the magistrate hath power “#o provide that
whatever is transacted in ecclesiastical Synods

This dous not, however, imply that he has or ought to have any veto upon their

decisions.  [le may provide that their tr
God, L.y securing tv them perfect liberty

them against any violence or

barts of the Confession, it may
ele.  Understood in this way,
Confession,  We do not think ti

be accordir g to the word of God.*

ansactions be according to the will of
of speech and action, and defendin

coercion.  Probably the word “provide” was
tever intended to mean more than this; and,

viewed in relation to the other

fairly be interpreted as not implying anything
We can see no difficulty in subscribing to our

hat these magis

inter, reted, are in the slightest degree Erastian
of Scripture,  There may, however, be tender

Chris'ians, who cannot see with

upon which we can feed. For the

our eyes -or i

of the Confession were less dubious, or our

g were less recondite and more obvious,
adoption, Lodily, of the Confession

terial powers or prerogatives, so
or inconsi-tent with the teaching

" consciences, or simple,-mindeg
nwardly digest the strong meat

ir sakes, we often wish that the terms

explananations of their mean-

We could almost advocate the
and Constitution of the 0. S, Preshyterian

Church of the United States, While in our judgment thess abate nothing of the
to5al ncrogatives of Christ, they certainly qualfy the prerogatives of the civil
With this haif-formed wish we do not expect
that our high cunservative friends will sympathi

Iagistrate about sacred thi

ngs,

move every hindiance to the £y
From this survey of the tea:l

se. They would, we fear, rallier

“stand alone among the glories of the past than hazard a ‘movement such as this,
even th_ugh it should promises 1o realise
tegret their inflexibility, but hope that the
loeye, and, with honest endeavor for

the glories of the future Church, We
day is at hand when we shall see cye
the glory of Godg, mutually strive to re-

mph of the Cross,

hings

of the Confession, it is evident that the

wrehes which adzept of it as theip Confission have a doctrine respecting the
duty of the civil magistrate ; and the doetrine unquestionably is, that, in his
ative of the State or nation, the magistrate is
Wder Gl 3 and, in the administration of all the affairs that properly li¢ within

Olivial capacity as the represent

h!s jnrisdiction, he is bound to 1ak
5 path,  In the execution of this

e the Word as
duty he is to »

a light 1o his fetanl a lamp to
espect and maint: in-true liberty
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of conscience ; to restrain and suppress, by the strong arm of power,all licen-
tious and wicked practices, under whatever pretence committed ; to guard and
defend the just liberties and ‘pererogatives of all sections of the Church, and ge-
nerally in all his procedure, to have a supreme regard to the glory of God.
This is what we have always considered to be the doctrine of our Church, and
of other Churches holding our Confession. The exceptions tuken to sume parts
of the Confession by the Ulited Presbyterian Church since the year 182), do
not, in our judgment, touch this doctrine. If they do, they must be stretched
to an extent never contemplated by their authors, The Testimony of that Church
published by authority of the Synod in the year 1831, in its  Doctrinal Statements
against error an.l immorality,” under the 12th bead, “ concerning the relations |
of Church and State,” explicitly declares the very ductrine in question. After
stating in the preamble the chapters of the Confession which relate to the power
of the civil magistrate, and the acts of Assembly and Synods by which these
were ratified and explained, the first and,second clauses go on to say :—
“ 1, Religion, abstractly viewed, is essential to the well-being of society, and
“ to the efficient exercise of civil government  and is, therefore, the concern of
“ Jegislators and civil rulers, as well as all others, in their several situations”
%2, The Christian religion, as might be expected from its Divine oriygin and
“ intended universality, is the best caleylated for promoting the interests of civil
“ society, and, therefore, deserves the countenance of the civil powers. Asit
% is their own interest and duty to embrace it, so they ought. to favour its intro-
“ duction among their subjects. And, where it is introduced, it ought to have
“ the control which belongs to it over the formation of laws, the administration
“ of justice, the swearing of oaths, and other matters of civil jurisdiction.”
After reading theso sentences will any one say that the United Presbyterian
Church has no doctrine on the duty of the civil magistrate? From her bistori-
cal and doctrinal Testimonies, it can, we believe, be shown that she has more
fully stated this doctrine and more clearly defined the limits of its application
than any. other Presbyterian Church m Christendom. We were therefore sur-
prised to find in the Canadiun United Presbyterian Magazine for July, the edi
tor, Professor Taylor, stating that ¢ the Church, as an organised body, hus
doctrine on that subject to declare;” and further, that he places this question
of the civil magistrate, which has been fraught with practical results so moment
ous to the Church of Christ, in the same category with the doubtful point “re
specting the perpetual virginity of Mary.” SuYely Dr. Taylor means somethitg
different by the words * duty of the civil magistrate,” from what has hitherto
been understood by our respective Churches in their discussions on the question
of Urion. We would like the Dr. to tell us plainly what he here understandsby
the “ duty of the civil magistrate.” Is it the same as that stated in the 1st and
2d clauses of the 23d chapter of the Confession, and the Ist and 2d clauses of
the 12th section of the Testimony. If it is something difterent from that, wil
he tell us what it is thathe means? We have hitherto been understanding* the
duty of the civil magistrate ” to mean, in terms of vur resolution of last Syriod,
“ his obligation in his official capacity to ackrowledge and obey the revelation of
God’s authority in His inspired Word Dr. Taylor cannot but know that this
has been our mutual usus loguendi as regards these terms. 'We deem it there-
fore something quite new, as we believe many of the Dr.’s brethren will also
deem it, to be informed that the United Presbyterian Church “has no doctriod
on the subject to declare.” We, in this Magazine, have hitherto been taking it
for granted that she had a doctrine, and that that doctrine was identical with ot
own. The evidence besjdes, which we can adduce, and have adduced on the
point we deem more cogent than the incautious dictum of Professor Taglr
We will not therefore give up our belief that the United Presbytenat
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‘Clivrch has a doctrine on the subject of the duty of the civil
she herself, by her Supreme Court, will say that sho has none,
wehave then no common standing point on whi
negociations in tha past have not been concerning the doctrine but congernin

the expression of our mutual beliefs respecting it, and the harmonizing of our
vlews in regard to its applications.  But if' it is now to be declared that our
brethren have no doctrine on the subject, the ground is at once taken from under
our feet, and Union becomes an impossibility. The very letter to which Dr,
Taylor’s remarks are a ppended, containg a very plain statement of the-doctrine,
“Who,” says the writer, “ cver doubted that the magistrate is bound to obey

God’s law both in his private and official capacity?? Ay explicit declaration of this.
kind is the profession which we would have liked the Synod of the United Pres.
Iyterian Church to have made, and which we hope in"some form or other she
will yet make, A Jull profession has never been asked from her by us; under-

standing by a full profession. an explicit declaration of agreement on .gl] the
possible applications and practical bearings of the doctrine in question, In re.
gurd-to these the exercise of mutual forbearance is, we have been supposing,
both warrantable and proper. «The Canadian Presbyter cannot be accused of
e i P : A A
any want of liberality or of furbearance regarding the differences which con fessed-
Iy exist between the tiwo Churches, We have clearly ap wehended these differences
v A . . . :
from the very beginning, ang have, s think, taken an aceurate estimate of their
¥ beg s

a . .
character and bearings. We have, too, frankly declared, with 5 freedom which
e with, that we saw nothing

some of our own br. threit did not, always sympathis
the immediate and cordial union of the two
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magistrate, until
If she has none
¢l to negotiate union, Our

in these differences to hinder
Churches,

Dr. John Taylor says that it lieswitl, our Church “to determine whether they
en dispense with a full profession on this point.”  Now we have in many ways

been saying that we can dispense with a ful] profession on the bearings and ap-
plications of the doctrine relating to the duty of the civil magistrate, Our

3 1sed of silence on this matter. We have nevep
lisitated to state the points regarding which we can and canmnot exercise for-
bearance.  Qur position is clear aslight. The doctrine we cannot as honest
nen give up, It is registered in unmistakable terms in the venerable Confession,
and we have accepted it ez animo.  From this doctrine we will not move a peg.

Butregarding the application of this doctrine to the disputed questions of Church
Establishments, Sabbath Observ

ance, the Bible in the Common Schools; and
others of less importance, we: have agreed, in so far as we differ, to exercise a
cwordial and.frank forbearance.  We “woulg- li

ke to'know whether Dr. Taylor
agrees in this statement of our position,and whether he will aceept of it in terms
equally plain with ours, We can’s help sayin

g, Without meaning any offence to
the Dr., for whom we entertain a brotherly affection, that his language, to

have been referring, is very Protean, We can't lay hold of'it. It
gh our fingers,  We think that one sentence is al] right, and we are

by and bye another sentence makes the former appear all wrong, and
Yhen we corae to the conclusion we find the whole transformed into negation,

8 way of treating this important subject will
b also render impracticable, the union of ‘the two
urches.  'We have never found plain speaking do any harm, 1t begets con-
idence and leads to friendship and affection, but all- reservations, hypercau.
llols evagiong and non-committals, are irritating and perplexing, and destructive

1 ¥ € have, therefore, 'striven te avoid such a mode.
question at issue, and shall be-delighted to find that wae are met,
¥-oirr friends i a similar style, even if their wit should be somewhat ‘highly

-
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EDUCATION IN CANADA EAST.

It is scarcely creditable to the Department of Public Tnstruction in Canada
East, that the latest anthentic information accessible on a subject of so great
importance, should bo supplied by the Superintendent’s Report for the year
1856. The country had some right to expect that the returns and report of
the year 1857 should, ere this time, have been published. In Governmental
departments there appears to be an inveterate tardiness of action, such as would
ruin the conduct of private affairs. 'We hope that this will be amended in the
future; for a “circumlocution office,” so much complaired of in England, is
quite intolerabie here. :

The most prominent feature of the present system of Public Instruction in
Canada East is the emphatic recoguition of the religious diversities of the peo-
ple. A deep line bisects the whole system, distinguishing not so much French
from British, as Roman Catholic from Protestant. The Normal Schools are
three in number—two Romanist, and onoe Protestant. ‘The Boards of Examiners
are divided according to the same arrangement. The Diplomas and Certifi-
cates given to teachers specify the religion which those teachers profess. The
schools also nowhere correspond to the character of “ common schools,” as usu.
ally fourd in Canada West; but are diyided into majority and minority schools,
The result is, that, both in town and country, the young people of the two com-
peting religious creeds are educated apart, and grow up without mutual sym-
pathies, strangers to one another. We do not herediscuss tho propriety or
possibility of altzring the system ; we oply point out the nature of that system,
and the results it must produce, as bearing with much significance on the pros-
pects, political and social, as well as religious, of that part of the Province to
which our present paper refers. ‘

Over this double and complex system one Superintendent presides. The
office is at present filled by a French Canadian gentleman of considerable expe-
rience in public life, and of cultivated literary taste—the Hon, Picrre J.0.
Chauveau. We may not complain that, in a country where the Church of
Rome greatly predominates, the superintendence of Public Instruction should
be entrusted to an intelligent layman of that communion. We give M. Chau-
veau credit for a patriotic spirit, and a power of administration more vigorous
than was formerly known in the department; we perceive also the delicacy of
his position as a Roman Catholic administering the educational affairs of Pro-
testants as well as Romanists, and have no desire to join in any captious criti-
cism of his acts. It is absolutely necessary, however, that the Hon. Superintend:
ent beware of exciting any suspicion of partiality or subserviency to the domi-
nant Church, and show himself just and even jealous in guarding the sacred
rights of minorities,

An immense power. is wielded by the Superintendent, who is a thorough.
Bureaucrat. He makes his authority felt by every scholastic municipality, with-
holding the public money if his regulations are not observed, and even having
the right, to impose special assessments for the payment of scholastic debts, Hs
selects and distributes, at the public cost, such prize-books as be pleases. Hs,
also, is.entrusted with the distribution of the annual appropriation of £22,000:
for “superior education,” granting £200 to one College, and £500 to apothgr,z
according to his judgment. Nominally indeed he reports to the Governorin)
Council,:but really the power is in his own bhands, o3

The, individual importance. of the Superintendent is all the greater because of
the delay of the Government to appoint:a Council of Public Instrucgion. The)
Provingial Act of Parliament, 19 Vict., cap. 14, (year 1856), gave -authoity.t0/
the Governor to appoint such a Council, and prescribed the duties ;and poweny

i
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% the Council in reference to Normal and Common Schools, Boards of Exami-
2"-1'8, school books, charges against teachers, &c. We are somewhat curious to
90w why no steps have been taken toward the constitution of the Council thus
Wrefully provided for by law.
t is beyond doubt, that the desire of education is rapidly on the increase
ong the French Canadians. Their growing willingness to pay schoolTees is
Ysure proof of this. Still, the remuneration given to teachers in many parts
M the country is a mere wretched pittance; indeed, in some remote par-
Hes, 50 low as to be almost laughable, For example, we are informed

@ Official Inspector that at St. Alexandre the teachers’ salaries vary from by

10 to £27; at St. Fabien, £10 to £12; and at Mont Carmel, a teacher
Yhom the Inspector praises is found to enjoy an annual allowance of £8!

e of the results of this parsimonious system is, that a vast number of the
°!ementary schools are committed to young inexperienced girls ; while no provi- -
Non i3 made for the farnishing of these schools with proper books and apparatus,

ere is no uniformity in the choice of school-books; and there is in general

thorough training of the pupils even in such books as they have. All that
¥e have witnessed and heard of the elementary education throughout Canada
East, leads us to think it very defective in those very elements with which it
Professes to be occupied, as reading, spelling, grammar, arithmetic and geo-
Saphy. Indeed this remark applies With too much truth to schools of more
Pretencion than those called elementary. The art of distinct, correct, and well
?:Qented reading seems to be very insufficiently tanght; and the spouting of a.

W orations or poems, at the annual examinations, we regard as a very poor. °

bstitute for the art and habit of good reading by the scholars at large.

Such “superior education” as exists in Canada East is found in connection
Yith the McGill University at Montreal, and the Laval University at Quebec.
-2Sides these there are numerous Colleges, chiefly conducted by Roman Catko-

ecclesias'ics, and divided by the Superintendent into two classes : the Classi-
» and the Commercial Colleges. With these are also grouped the academies,
Oresponding to the grammar schools of Canada West. The “academies for
8" are generally conventual Schools.
e Inspectors of Schools are loud in praise of the Curés in the rural parishes,.
%d the Religious Orders, whose educational zeal has become a conspicuous fact.
ithin the last ten years. The education of the Roman Catholic youth is more
more engrossed by ecclesiastical persons, male and female. Here we find.
%‘?Jesuits—there the Brothers of Christian Doctrine—here the clerks of St.,
1ateur-—there the Brothers of St. Joseph—here the Sisters of La Providence—
Yhore the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame—here those of Jesus-Marie
nd there again those of Ste. Croix. To facilitute the employment of the
Wbers of these orders or communities, the law expressly, and as we think
to improperly, exempts them from the examinations to which all other
chers receiving the public money are obliged to submit. ‘
. The books read in schools are generally taken from a collection published
the “Brothers of the Christian Doctrine.” A little volume entitled the
N Voir du Chrétien is a great favorite. It is reported as read in 1442 schools ;.
ﬁ::de the alphabet and spelling-book are only used in 1258. The catechism of
Church of Rome is taught in 974 schools, the Psalms of David in Latin in

NG schools ; while the Bible or the New Testament is read in no more than
08, and these situated in the Protestant districts, or dissentient schools scattered
" the French Parishes, _ ‘
&Th? whole number of educational institutions in- Canada East is given aa

19-in the year 1856, an increase of 50 on the previous year, The pupils are
8y lod as 142,141 in the year 1856 ; in 1855, they numbered 127,058, The;

Perintendent estimates that there remain 158,819 children between the ages

4
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of five and sixleen years of age who receive no instruction whatever,”—a suffi-
diently melancholy statement. .

The statisties of education in Montreal and Quebec are interesting, but the
Report warns us that their strict accuracy cannot be relied on. In Moutreal,
the Protestant collego and schools contained in 1856, 8379 pupils. The ma.
jority of these schools were private adventures, receiving no ail from the public
funds. In the same vear, the Roman Catholic ¢ lleges and schools of Mon'real
had 6769 pupils. Of theso pupils tho vast majority were boys in tho *“ Friars'
Schools,” and girls taught by the Nuns of the Congregation of Notre Dame,
The Protestant statistics of Quebec scem to be carclessly taken. There isa
general return of 3014 pupils-under instruetion; but if this Le accurate, the
roturn from Montreal must be corsiderably beneath the truth. There cdnnot
be a doubt that the Protestants of the latter city ave more numerous by at least
fitty per cent. than those of the former. "The Roman Catholic schools of Quebee
(as well as Montreal) were visiied by the Superintendent in person, and found
to coutuain 5176 pupils.

One of the more pleasing features of the educational system of Canady East
is the prosperity of the Normal Schools instituted in the year 1856, The McGill
Normat School, at the closo of its session a few weeks ago, furnished forty new

-teachers, trained for their work, andinow ready to enter on engagenicuts.
With two exceptions, these ard all young women; it being very diflicult to
induce young men of intelligence and ambition iu this country to devote.them-
selves to a profession so shabbily remunerated as that of school-teaching. The
Jacques Cartier Normal Schoul has also closed its session, and seuds out thir-
tecn trained teachers, These are all males, and French Canadians —the instic
tution not receiving any females. The Laval Normal School at Quebec trains
teachers of both sexes; but the number who have completed their course in the
present year we are unable to ascertain.

We shall not weary our readers with further details; and mercly add a few
sentences on the feeling of Lower Canala Protestants toward the system of
Public Instruction as now in operation. It cannot be concealed that their fecl-
ing is one of half:smothered suspicion and dissatistaction. Believing the Super-
intendent and the great majofity of the Inspectors to be zealous Romanists, and
observing that they diligently court the favor and consult the pleasure of the
Bishops and Pricsts, the Protestants dislike the whole tone and aspect of the
department, as bent on strengthening and' perpetuating the ecclesiastical coutrol
of the Lower Canada population by the Church of Rome, and treating thos’
who aro not within the pale of that church with scant justice and barren cour-
tesy. Confident of his influence, the Popish Bishop Bourget of Montreal acte-
ally presumes, in a recent pastoral letter, to warn the School Commissioners
under pain of excommunication, not to harbor or permit to be read any books
written by heretics or not sanctioned by the Church. ~Many influential Protes
tants, we are aware, are so much dissatisfied with the past and present regim¢
that they are anxious to obtain a formal separation of the Protestant educationsl
interests of Canada East from the Roman Catholic, and the appointment ofs
distinct Protestant Superintendent. - . _ '

To such a course, however, there are serious objections on the score of public.
policy—objections which it is unnecessary now to mention. Our own impre:
sion is, that, at least for the present, the Lower Canada Protestants onght not
to agitate for a rupture of the present system, but to show their superior ex
lighteniment in largely multiplying and liberally sustaining their own colleges and
s&;ools; at the same time maintaining a strict and vigilant eye on the condud
of the Department of Public Instruction, and on the equity and impartiality o
the Hon. Superintendent. It is also an obvious right to claim the appgintient
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of 8- Council of Public Instruction according to law ; in which Council the Pro-
testants may be fairly represented, and by which thoir just sharo of influence
may-be guaranteed-and sccured, .

t is abundantly obviouy; that, in order to secure anything, the Protestants
of Canada East must avojq di i

18sension and jealousy among themselves, and heart-
ily combine and co-operate for the co

mmon good, Happily there is & general
desire to maintain unity of action ; and we trust that this feeling ray not be
i i ecedence by the ecclesiastics of any one Pro-
testant community,  With thig view, we woul)(rl utter a timely warning agains 5
practice which seems to gain ground—the putting forward, on public occasions,
of an Anglican Bishop in sole pre-eminence, as if he were a dignitary recognised
by all Protestants, Presbyt/eriaps cannot consent to this practice, ecognising
as they do no precedence and acknowledging no superiority whatever in g prelate;
and fearing also that any precedence, now allowed in courtesy or good nature,
might hereaftor be claimed 3s an admitted right. Of course the churches most
influential in the commenity ought to have place and weight in cducational
matters; but any special official recognition of prelatic grandeeism is offensive
and unjust to the non-prelatic churches which are not the least influential, and

must injuriously disturb the harmony of the Protestant cause in a country where
such harmony is of manjfust and urgent importance, .

1a-
lie
eal

VOLUNTARYISM OF THE OHURCH IN RELATION TO THE HEADSHIP O‘F
CHRIST AND THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE.* .

Twenty years ago, the word voluntaryism was used chief
the question about obtaining funds for the support and
and generally employed todenote the method of free wi d
herself, in contradistinetion to the method of national taxation by civil enactmiont,

ut nowadays it is very commonly viewed as covering the whole liberty of the
Chureh in its relation to the Supreme Authority of the Lord Jesus Christ and

the subordinate authority of Civil Goverament, which it may well enough be
permitted to do, '

y in connexion with
extension of the Chureh,
Il offerings by the Church,

nd i3 voluntaryism mankind are apt to confound with libertinism, and to
he tegard as inconsistent with legitimate order. Bayle seemed to regard it so;
thi aud his opinion is at present not uncommon, Nor js it g wrong one, if volun-
B taryism means libertinism, Bu why should the Church of Christ be prejudiced
0% 7 the tendency of party-rage to change the reference of the words and re reseit
o I the advocates of 5 most holy principle as the abettors of infidels and atheists ?
- ¢ Church of the Redeemer is properly called voluntary, Liberty both internal
od BN external is one of her most distinguished ornaments, « The Lord said unto
ks my Lord, sit thou gt my right hand, until T make thine eneniies thy footstool,
¢ M The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion, rule thou i the ‘midst
:’"ﬂi of thine enemies, Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power.” Pg
f 110.1,2,3. “Stand fast thetefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us
fs [ freo and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Gal 5. 1,
. What shall we say then? That*Chureh voluntaryism is against the Headshi

?‘",”' of Christ, ? Certainly not ; for Christ s its foundation and his word he written
ﬁ; emstitution by which it is defined and diffused. Let us but establigh ‘his-autho-

* Weinsert the above Communication ag 5 temperate statement of the writer's opiniohs ;
bit are not to be understood ag coinciding in‘all thoge opinions; or ag pregenting the

Taper t0 our readers in the character of & satisfactory treatment.of the. great-gubject on
Which it b Ed, o T

[y
. B
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these great things in us, and then we shall do what we will in obedience to his
Jaws. Choico shiall be duty. To talk of Christian Voluntaryism as if it were
hostile to Christ and his word, is self-contradiction, which one should not seem
to bo guilty of. Tho authority of our Lord as expressed in his word and
asserted by his Spirit is the very rock, on which the voluntaryism of the Church
stands. If we go off that rock we cease to be the voluntaries of Christ and fall
from grace. :

Arc we at war with tho legitimate power of Civil Governments, whom the
Heoud of tho universe has sanctificd to us by his command to be subject to
them, and whom ho has admonished, as they care for their own safety, to serve
Him and work for the good of his Chureh 2 Waoe aro not, 'We contend wmost
loyally and most religiously for Civil Governments. Ouly as we hold oursclves

. bound not to be too burdensome to them, so we tell them in the name of the

. Lord, both theirs and ours, that they have no right to obtrude upon us either
their power or their property for purposes which He has not placed within
their official province, having provided that they shall be accomplished by his
Church herself, in her Eropcr capacity, not through the laws of Gentilo Lands
any more than through the law of Jewry, but “ through the righteousness of faith."
We look directly to the fountain-head for both power and property to support
and extend the Church, the same as the Apostles did, and tell t&l(’: Civil authori-
ties that they are not permitted to como between us and the providence of the
Son of God. . We can do without their tutelage or their interference. Let them
mind their own business, and secure the politica! rights of all their subjects, and
they shall do well. Roman Catholic bishops themselves affirm that the Civil
authority and the ccclesiastical are distinet and independent. Well ; let them
be distinct and independent, in their constitution and action. Let each obey the
laws prescribed to it by the universa) Judge. And, then, like good friends, they
will maintain the liberty and help the prosperity of one another; for the
Author of both is the God of order and peace, not of confusion.

A UN17ED PRESBYTERIAN.

MINISTERIAL CALLS.
(From the Presbyterian Expositor, edited by Rev. Dr. Rice, Chicago.)

Settled pastors often receive calls from other churches; and in many instances,
the question respecting a change of the field of labor, becomes painfully difficult
and perplexing. The fact that God has called a minister to labor in a particu
lar church, is no certain proof that his life is to be spent there. Evidently,
however, if a pastor has gone to the field he occupies, under Divine direction,
it is neither wise nor safe for him to leave it for another, except under the same
guidance. The interests of two churches, and his own usefulness and peace of
mind, are involved in the question of the acceptance or rejection of a call. For
he cannot expect the Divine blessing to attend him, if he leave the field to which
God called him, in order to occupy one to which He has not called him, norif
he remain where he is, whilst God is calling him to another point.

With us the question of & change of location has been again and again one
of very great practical moment ; and our conversation and correspondence with
ministerial brethren, together with what we have known of tha action of Pres
byteries on such questions, have convinced us, that the subject has by no means
received the attention which its great importance demands ; and that the pno-
ciples by which such questions ought to be decided, are not well understood
To do justice to it, would require a volume, instead of a single article.. Ths
leading points, however, may be briefly presented.
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- 1. We begin with the truth, that it must bo the earnest desire of every faith-
ful minister to employ his time and talents to the reatest advantage for the
causo of Christ. The conversion of sinners and the et%iﬁcation of believers are
the leading objects to bo accomplished by the Christian ministry. Both of
theso aro embraced in “the erfecting of the saints, the work of the ministry,
the edifying of the body of hrist) (Eph. v, 12.)  Most assuredly the faithful
minister will recoive his reward, whether success attend his ministry or not ;
but every such minister must intensely desire his Iabors to bo crowned with suc-
cess. Indeed, wo are clearly authorized to expect that our labors will not be
in vain; and, therefore, the promise is, that *they that turn many to righteous-
ness, shall shine as the stars, for ever and ever,” (Dan, xii, 3.)

Different men have different gifts, One may be better fitted to preach to the
impenitent, and his success may be mainly in the conversion of such ; whilst
another may find his chief usefulness in the edification of believers, A third
may be specially fitted for some exccutive department of t:be church’s evange-
lical operations. But every one called of God to the ministry, may be useful
in the work ; and the aim and the prayer of every one should Lo for the highest
possible degree of usefulness, Every question respecting a 9hqn§e of location,
then, should be considered and determined in view of this principle,

But ouglit not the pastoral rolation to be permanent?  When a minister has
accepted a call, and has been installed as pastor of a church, ought he not to
consider Limself settled for life ? Beyond a question, if the decision is to b
made between a transient and a permanent ministry, the Jaiter musg hiave the
preference.  The Scriptures say nothing directly upon this particular point ;
and, therefore, our judgment must be formed on general principles, Those prin-
ciples conduct us to the conclusion just stated ; but we are not under the neceg.
sity of adopting cither of these extremes. )

The question as to the permanency of the pastoral relation, must be decided
partly in view of the mental peculiaritics and attainments of particular ministers ;
and partly in view of providential circumstances, There are some Ministers
who ought not to change their fields of labor, unless under extraordinary cir-
cumstances. ‘They are men of well balanced minds, gemal'kable for sterlin
integrity, consistent piety and prudence, but whose pul pit powers are but mode-
rate. Unable to make a strong impression upon the multitude, they do not
attract a erowd; but they acquire an inﬂuenge m a communjty, as good and
wise men, by their attention to the poor, their visits to the afflicted, their Jjudi-
cious counsels, &e. This influence is of comparatively siow growth ; but it is
constantly growing, and in the course of years it become§ very extensive, Many
persons, not particularly interested on the subject of religion, attend upon thejr
preaching because they have learned to respect and admire them out of the pul-

. ity and they are profited by their scriptural discourses.

Such ministers have much to lose by changing their field of labor, They are
like men who,. by close aitention to business, have gradually, in the course of
years, acquired a good capital, on which they are doing a fine business, and
who, if they remove to another place, leave alinost the whole of their capital to
begin business, as it were, de novo. They must again go through the same
tourse of labor for a series of years, in order to gain the influence they had in
their former field. .

There is another class of ministers whose usefulness requires frequent changes,

hey are men of strong impulses, but whose minds have not been, perhaps could
Lot be, disciplined to close.study and patient investigation. What they‘k.nqw_the
¢an present attractively, pointedly, powerfully ; because they preach with stron
énotion and with great fluency. ~They make effective appeals to the sympathies
of men, to their consciences and their hearts. They have an eloquence some-
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times -moro polished, sometimes lcss s0; but it is tho eloquence_of intonso foel:
ing. 'Some of this class of ministors excol in the llustration of their subjocts b
well told anecdotes. But their emotional nature is too strong for the into{lec'tu
Tt hurries them to conclusions with but slightwexnmination; or it leads them to
'tgl:"ther up the results of-other-mon's javestigations, rather than to depend upon
givown, Thoy aro not didactic or systematio reachors § and being very de-
pondant upon their animnl spirits or frames of mind, their ¢fforts are extremély
unequal ; and bein;? unabld, in consequence of the limited range or rather super-
ficial charncter of their knowledge,  to bring forth thirigs both new and old)"in
the course of & vegular ministry, they soon wear out. Tg:y draw largo audionces
at first, but cannot hold them. = Many who greatly admired their first discourses,
feel disappointed that, after a time, they rarely deliver any moro such ; and their
1afga congrogations dwindle; whilst even those who continue, desire a change.
From home, they preach to the multitude; at home, thoy preach to almost
empty pews. _ ,
Such men are better adapted to the work of Evangelists. Their strongest in
pressions are made at first. They loso influenco by attewnpting to labor long in
the same place. Whitefield, wonderful as were his powers as a preacher, could
not have sustained himself as a scttled pastor, for any length of time. Dr.
David Nelson, author of * The Gause and Cure of Infidelity,” was a proacher
belonging prgémrly to this class, He entered the ministry late in life, without
having pursued a regular course of theological study. He was a man of vigor-
.ous, but undisciplived mind, and very strong impulses. By rapid steps ke
reached his_conclusions, His discourses had very little systom ; but under’ the
influence of strong emotions, he presented his thoughts with extraordinary clex-
ness, point and power. Wo have seen a crowded audience moved by his irresial
able eloquence, as the trees of the forest by a mighty wind. But as in thecas
of all such men, his efforts were very unequal, and as & regular preacher, by
would often fall greatly below the standard of his first discourses. Rev. David
Tod, Iate of Mississippi, was & man of the samo class, He never had any:tise
for olassical studies, and was licensed and ordained without having taken the full
<course of study prescribed in.our Book. He was a man of no more than:ordi
nary talents; but. ho was a Christian of ardent piety and lovely spirit; and
although he was, far from being an orator, he had very considerable fluency.s
a speaker, Wherever he went, he knew nothing “ but Christ and him eruck
figd? In private intercourse as well as-in the pulpit, his warm heart pourd
forth the rich truths of the Gospel, the power of which he had felt in his-om
soul, Itis not at all surprising that Iis labors were nuch in demand;.anl
that they were remarkably attended by the blessing of God. Such menas.thes
could mot fail to be more or less uscful as settled pastors ; but their succes
would be incomparably greater, either as Evangelists, or with pretty frequel,
<hanges of location. Therr peculiar gifts fit them for a'most important depat:
‘ment of ministerial labor; which caunot be so efficiently performed by any othiet
class of ministers. The Church greatly needs a much larger number. of them:.
“Phere is athird class of ministers, who; as to their. cast‘of mind, stand betwea
the two classes just described ; in regard to whom the question: of a.chasge o
Jocation should ba decided according to circumstances. They are men of vigoros
intellects, whose course of study has been sufficiently thorough, and whose pwi!
Powers ‘are such, that they can well sustain themsglves as permanently s eﬂ
pastord, or can rapidly gain an influence in:a new feld of labor. Such men;i
413 true; have much to lose:by a change; for whatever may be. their power-tost
tract ‘audiences and to hold them, it still:requires time for themto gain b
“iplace in the affections and confidence of their people, which is the effectof th
Saried intercourse and labors of pastoral life. Yet the fields of 1abor to whi

..
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they are-callod, may be:so:much mioro oxtonsive than those »they‘a,ro,opcppyz'pg,
m to moro than componsate for this loss, - Or thoy may be-called to oocnpg posi-
tions which, thou?h ‘not more important, require a kind: of Jabor for-which the

have peouliar qualifications, whilst othersmay be foundto succeed them. i, thoelr
presont flolds, * In other words;. in the case of ono of these ministers, the, two
places botweon which ho s called to decide may bo cqually important ;:and; yot
1t may be much more casy o find a man qualified to fill the one he-is occupying,.
than the one to which ho is called. In either of these:cases, -8 chango,is not
only proper, but desirablo, Tho lato Dr. Alexandor was an eminen

é’o“

4

¢t example of.
208 6 class of ministors of whom: wo now speak. Equally accoptable as.a minister

) amongst the plainer.or the more educated. clnss o 'Eeople, able to gain an infly.
eir enco rapidlK and to keep it permanently, he might havo beon a sottled pastor in

got tho samo church for Jifs ; and yet ho found himself called .of God from_ Virginia
o8

to'a church in Philadelpais, and from that to the Theological Seminary,: et
. Having made these remarks concerning that phase ot: the question, which

- relates to ministors themsolves, we proceed. to state the principles which,, a8 it.
in seems: to-us, should control them in .encouraging or djscouraging calls, and.in
uld the acceptancoe or rejection of them, : p
Dr, ' 1. Whén a ministor has accepted a call, under tho clear conviction that it js
be{ from God, his evident duty is, to throw- himself into the ‘work there ‘with. his
o

whole heart, andlook no further. Most assuredly, if God has called him to,that
field, he has a work for him to do there, How extensive that work.is, or:how
long.it-will take to do it, he cannot possibly know. Cortain it is, however,
that his Divine Master 8ays to him—* What tly hand findeth to .do, do..it

- with thy might” This bo cannot do, so long as ha does not feel fully. iden-
ist: tified with his people, and is in fact hoping and looking for an, o portunii;
O] {0 leave them. "The servant of God; it is true, must over be ready to. car.a.call
be B from Him, and to see the openings of His providence’; but he may be yery,sure,
vid that when he shall have finished his work in. the field assigned him, the call. .o
o aother will come to him without his:seeking it, Difficulties:he may havg;to
full tontend with; but faith can overcome great difficulties. It moves the. arm, that
fdlé moves the universe, A believing, edrnest, prayerful winistry is “ mighty, through
AT

God, to the pulling down of strong-holds” To come and.go only at.His, call,
isthe happiness of the faithful minister, In all ordina

g Iy: ¢ages, then, the. call
ict- shot.)d come unsought. « . Do g
red 2.:A call cannot be regarded as providential unless it bo either to g ‘wider
" Il feld of viscfulness, or toa field equally wide, in- which the peculiar talents. of the
l‘g pastor aro-specially-needed ; or unless:it-be from a field he finds himself incap-
1 .

shle of occupying pra erly, to one better suited to his talents and:attainments,
orto His state o% eaﬂh. Since it is the duty of every minister to desire and
the, greatest possible degree"of"usefulness; it is not probable, perbaps not,
, possible, that God will: call any one from a field where.he is doing gdod,, to-one.
whero he will do less good.: "And since a. .change-of location, except in,.cages,
eady méntioned, is a ways:attended. 'with.some considerable. lqssofinﬁggnge,;
at Teast for the time bein ; the-new-field should oﬁ’er-consid’erably greater;pros-
pects of usefulness, than it at-which the- pastor is called: to leavs for-it, ey
, The comparative importance-of different: fields of ministérial libor, js, to: be‘?gs.-.
‘Umated:in séveral; ways, :There;.may"be a: larger'population. accessible at, ,one
point than at; another, ‘One position'may ‘be- more .commanding than another,
offeting the opportunity-of exerting an:inflience over a.wider territory., One,
tirch may offer-more ‘eﬁ‘e‘cti?e‘co-'cgam_tiqmwi;{r,:hc pastor than another., One-
“Position Icay betier suit the .pec'ulia‘r‘:tal;*;r_:ts'roﬂ»thbi.minis_tér than another,”
4And then, in the churchdnwhich.;a minister is:settled, there.may:be dissatisfac-
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tion with his labors, which, should ho continuo, is likely to oxtend, and to cause
distraction and division. It is doubtful whether a ministor ought over to permit
a churel to become divided, on tho mere quostion of retaining him as pastor,
If a party should desire to got rid of higm, becauso thoy hold erroncous views of
doctrine, or of any point in morals, fidelity to the truth might require him to
resist them. O if charges injurious to his moral charactor were made, ho must
defond himself. Butin cases whore neither of these things is involved, but

J
where a respectablo minority strongly desire a change; it is rarely, if ever, wiso
to remain and allow parties to be formed, For such divisions very gonorally re.
sult in great alicnations, in the rapid docling of the spirituality of the church,
and in the ruin of tho pastor’s uscfulness. Wo could mention a church in a

neighboring State, in whi.u two parties wero formed, tho one—a minority—de-
siring tho pnstor to resign; tho other desiring to Totain lim. The feeling
betweon the partics becamo extromoly bitter, dofying all efforts of the Prosb{-
tory to sottle tho difficulty, until at length, tho church was, by a rathor higl-
handed measure, dissolved and re-organized ; and in the re-organization several
of the dissatisfied party, not willing to re-cater on the terms fixed by Presbytery,
were left out. Even then, the parties wero found still existing, and withering
the prosperity of tho church, for ten years after the excellent pastor had left.
‘Wo could mention another church which, though in number and wealth very
influential, in the course of several'years, was almost destroyed in the same way,
Wherever the fault may lie, it is certain that when such difficulties arise, the
pastor’s usofulness is at an end ; unless, indeed, the dissatisfied party will with-
draw, and organize another church—a thing not unfrequently done in our larger
cities. In smaller townsand country places, this cannot be done ; and therefore
the injury resulting from such differences is the greater and more permanont.
But when there is the appearance of such divisions, a field in itself more con-
tracted, may prove to be a much wider field of usefulness for that minister ; and
ihe will leave in time, he may save the church from permanent trouble, and
Limself from much mental suffering and loss of usefulness. In necepting a call
to a church, we have always insisted upon it, that the scssion should at once
candidly inform us, if they perceived any dissatisfaction arising.

“The new ficld offered to a settled pastor, then, may offer much greater pros-
})ects of usefulness, because better suited to his peculiar talent:, or becauso of a
arger accessiblo population, or because of its being a more commandirig posi-
tion, or beeause of the stato of things in his own church.

3. The question whether o call is to be regarded ns providential, depends
very much upon its unanimity and cordiality. ~ The difficulties and discourage.
ments of pastors are sufficiently numerous and great under tho most favorable
circumstances. They therefore greatly need the united prayers and support of
their entire churches} and their peace of mind and their usefulness depend very
wmuch upon their securing them. Probably it'ought not to be required that the
whole church giving a callshould actually prefer the man elected to every other
individual whose name may be before them ; but we are not going too far when
we say that there should be general acquiescence in the call. ~ If there be po;i-*
tive opposition to the pastor clect, the circumstances must be extraordinary
which would rendet it wise for him to accept. The objections may be éntlr:cli
groundless; yet the mere fact that there is a number of persons in the cliurel
who,are not willing 1o receive the Gospel at his mouth, will produce an ‘unhappy
effect upon Lis spirits. Besides, there is no certainty that they will not scekto
alienate others, and to undermine his inflyence; and whenever any difficultiés
arige, there is a paity ready to throw their influence against him, Meanwhilehs B
admirefs are likely to become alienated from the others; and vice versas In I
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N such a stato of things, tho church cinnot be oxpected to prosper, nor the pastor
t to bo either useful or happy. Ono of the best ovidencos that Fod calls & ministor
. to & particular church, it hat Ho has mado tliem willing to recoive him,

. Wo go further, and insist that the call should not only be unanimous, but
o cordial.” A church somatimes takos a minister who bappcm; to be before them,
it because they do not Know that thoy can do better, althongh thoy receive him
it nthor coldly. Thore is 4 vast difforence botween the position of such a pastor,
0 and that of a pastor received to the hearts of the people, as a blessing God Las
, sent to them. Tn tho lattor case, the samoe amount of labor will be attended with:
) far greater rosults thau in the former ; whilst the encourn ement the pastor has

M to Inbor, and his comfort in his work, are incomparably greater. It would~
o certainly bo most unwise for a pastor to leave a people whose confidenco and af-

fections he edjoys, to take cliargo of a church in which ho meots but ¢

| lukotyarm-
’g reception.  No ordinary circumstances onn Justify such a change. But if a call
. comes unsought; if the field offered is, for the pastor, all things considered, a
al considerably widor field of usef ‘ness than the one ho occupies ; and if it bo
unanimous and cordial; there can be little doubt that it comes from Qod, aiid
l’é’ ohght to be accepted. .
0 4. The evidenco would be more conclusive if should appear that the call-
. wos the result of earncst vrayer for divine direction. Real blessings, and
7 apecially great blessings, are ordinarily bestewed on individuals, on families,
3:; and on churches, in answer to importunate prayer. If; therefore, God is seitd-
he ing a faithful pdstor to a people, it is roasonable to expect that they will'bo Ted
r often and carnestly to the throne of graco to plead for the gift, Ttis a great:
s Erivilego for 2 munister to go to a people who have gone to their heavenly
" father to ask for a Pastor, and who will recognise in him an answer to their
) rayers. !
;1(1 ' 5. It is hazardous for ministers of advanced age to change their fields of labot,
d unless their peculiar gifts fit them for cvangelists, They may have deeper piety
il than at an- carlier period ; but they have not the enthusinsm nor the mental

dasticity they once had, And whilst to the people amongst whom they have long.
labored, they are strongly attached, they do not so readily form new attach-
ments,  Still more, the youn people who have been accustomed from infancy
to see them in the pulpit and at their homes, may love and vencrate them- far
more than they would a younger man; but they will not be able so readily to:
ma'~ the acquaintance and enlist the feelings of the young in a new field: of

ds [ !thoi. The call, therefote, should be a very tlear one, to justify a settled pastor
o in changing his location, when he has passsed Lis fiftieth year.

Te We do not forget tliat a call must come to a settled pastor throu h his
of | Presbytery  Still, most churches will, as indeed they should, correspond with'
; ministors whose sérvices they desife to secure, in order to ascertain their
H, viows before proceeding so far as to make out a call; and if the principles:
cr [l " view of which such questions ought to be settled wero well understood §
en [ 0 almost all instances in which the call ought to be declined, answers could be

given, which would prevent the delay and disappointment incidént to tha

7. R egular proseféutibn of it. For when suck a cortespondence is opened, the ﬁa‘y*
, iy-prepared “for the pastor, without indelicacy or impropriety, to make ail
3; lecessary inquiries, to confer with his own Session, and to consult with thoss of
oy bisbrethren whose opinions have weight with him.  And it canuot be admit

{o Jl 0.8 moment, that any minister of tight feelings would encourago the making
oy [l O of & call whick he sxpects to' decling, To do s0, would be to trifle with 'the

i B Wlereats of the ghurch of Chist ok motives utterly unworthy of s Christian-
1o I winister. : ' '

et

oy
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‘WORDS OF THE WISE.

COMFORT IN TRIBULATION.
(From Ohristopher Sutton's “Disce Vivere,” A.D. 1626.)

The world and the tempter both boast of giving pleasures unto carnal men,
but come to the performance, and these pleasures are very torments; Christ
promiseth tribulation in the world, but come to the inward roan, and there we
find a world of joy, The root of the tree is bitter, but the fruit is pleasant ;
Christ promiseth rest; you shall have rest, but it is rest unto your souls; not
worldly rest. His burden then it is by love, and we arc made strong by grace:
a burden, this is wont to unburden sinners. He that sots us in this journey
knows what is fittest for passengers, and therefore we may endure with comfort
these outward adversities when they come : we must not cast away the nut, for
the bitterness of the rind. Happy leprosy was it that made Naaman worship
the God of Israel in his heart. The Prophet David saith, it is good for him
to have been in trouble : if thou wert not troubled, perhaps thou wouldst not
devoutly have called upon God, thou wouldest not have worshipped God, thou
wouldest not bave known God. The sharp storms of the winter they make the
trees bare, for a time they stand as dead, yet there remains still life in the root,
In like manner, afflictions of the world make the members of Christ seem de-
solate, and the stormy winds of persecution scatter abroad the leaves of worldly
prosperity, yel there is life in the root, there is faith and joy in the heart, Itis
otherwise with the wicked, and the joy of worldings; they think felicity to con-
sist in abundance of riches, in pleasures, in glory, and such like; all this is but
outward and momentary, like a little sunshine in winter, for one fair day it hath
oftentimes ten foul, and such a number of troubles as almost the former pleasures
are dashed and vanish to nothing. When men see storms in winter they do
not much wonder at it, and why ? winter is a time of storms; so in this life we
should not think much to have tribulations at a time of tribulation.

The godly have indeed often outward adversities, but such joys within, as if
all adversities were nothing, and this principally cometh to pass by Christ His
means ; for whatsoever Ie touched, He did sanctify it, and therefore hunger,
thizst, persecution, they are not now so grievous, but work all for the good of
the faithful. The waters of Marah, which were so bitter that none could drink
them, Moses but casting in the wood that God appointed him, they became
sweet; the crosses of the world were grievous until Christ His cross was put in
amongst them, now their taste is altered. A strange sight was it in times of
persecution, to see a few lambs to overcome a multitude of wolves by no other
weapons than patience and faith, “and to rejoice,” as Tertullian saith, “in
the midst of torments” Wonderful is to hear how St. Paul, endued with
grace from Christ, doth even challenge and provoke tribulation and anguish
and hunger; yea, life and death, as if he would speak like a man of courage
to all the adversities of the world : “Shall you all separate me from the love

“of Christ #” No, you shall not; thereby teaching us to be so constant, that
nothing should separate us from the love of Christ.
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Another reason which our-Saviour useth to comfort-his Disciples against tri-
bulations s, “T go to prepare a place for you,” and therefore be of good hope.
Moses, to stir up the people in times of their distress, speaks unto them after
this manner: ¢ The Jland you go to possess is not as Egypt, but a cham-
paign country, and goodly to cnjoy, which the Lord visiteth with the
atly and latter rain” Wo have g promise of a better land than ever
Noses prorised : “In My Father's house are many mansions,” The journey
was long and wearisome for Jacob, a weak and feebla person as he was, yet by
reason of iriward joy he had conceived in his heart, he well endured it. “Be
" saith St. Austin, “that we have not temporal deliverance from troubles,
this showeth that we do not embrace the Christian religion for the commodities
of this present world, but for the Joys of a life to come, which will make amends
for all.”  The benefit of a calm is best welcomeo after a storm ; liberty is wont
tobe most pleasant after a timo of bondage : “ You shall sorrow,” saith our
Saviour, “but your sorrow shall bo turned into joy,” your sorrow, not every

one’s sorrow, but yours, who have abidden with Me in My temptations, therefore
Tappoint unto you a kingdom.

POETRY.

SUMMER HYMN.

Hark! earth begins her matin hymn ;
The wide expanse of hill and plain,
The river, and the mountain breeze,
Uniting swell the glad refrain.
Day, throned upon the eastern heights,
From herb and flower bids incense rise,
To mingle in the azure heaven
With nature’s wordless harmonies,

All things—the insect world around,
The squirrels peeping from the shade,
The birds that warble on the boughs,
The herds amid the sunshine laid ;
Al living things, and all beside,
Thy works, whateer their form may be,
Varied by Thy creating hand,
Are one, 0 God, in praising Thee,

Nor Father! let Thy latest born,
The chosen object of Thy care,
"Contemn the universal hymn
That natare raises everywhere.
For blessings of the opening year,
" For spring and summer's sunny days, ) :
And for the harvest’s promised store, ' ) o
Accept, O Lord, our grateful praise.
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

The Princerox Review. July, 18568,
Ter Brrmisa Axp ForeieN Evaveenican Review. July, 1858.

In the present scarcity of good new books, we turn with peculiar zest to the
valuable Quarterlies before us. The last number of the Princeton, however,
is scarcely so interesting or able as usual. Tho article which lias struck us most
favorably is one on the “ Historical Value of the Pentateuch,” which furnishes
in brief a lucid resumé of the best information on the subject.

The British and Foreign is avowedly an original publication only in part,
and enriches its pages with some of the most vigorous articles that appear in
the American religious periodicals. The best paper, however, in the number
now received is an original by (as we suppose) the Editor, Principal Cunning.
ham, of Edinburgh. It discusses the great Theological question of “ Calvinism
and Arminianism ” in a review of the recent literature of the subject by Whately,
Faber, Mozley, and others. We give the conclusion of the article, regi2tting
our inability to find space for the whole :— :

“We are unwilling to quit this subject without some reference, however brief,
to the objections by which the Calvinistic doctrine of election has been com-
monly assailed. The leading practical lessons suggested by a survey of the
controversy for guiding men in the study of it, arc such as these :—1st, That
we should labour to form a clear, distinct, and accurate apprehension of the
real nature of the leading point in' dispute, of the true import and bearing of the
only alternatives that ~an well be maintained with regard to it. 2nd, That we
should familiarise our minds with definite conceptions of the meaning and the
evidence of the principal arguments by which the truth upon the subject may
be established, and the crror refuted. 8rd, That we should take some pains to
understand the gencral principles at least applicable to the solution (or rather
the disposal, for they cannot be solved) of the difficulties by which the doctrine
we have embraced as true may be assailed. And 4th, That we should then
seek to make a wise and judicious application of the doctrine professed, accord:
ing to its true nature, tendency, and bearing, and its relation to other truths
without allowing ourselves to be dragged into endless and unprofitable speculs-
tions in regard to its deeper inysteries or more intricate perplexities, or to be
harassed by perpetual doubt and difficulty. A thorough and successful study
of the subject implies the fullowing ouf of all these lessons, and this conducts us
over a wide and arduous field. It is on the first only of these four points we
have touched,—one on which a great deal of ignorance and confusion seem fo
prevail. Of the others, the most important is that which enjoins a careful study
of the direct and positive evideuce that Lears upon the determination of the
main question on which the controversy turns. The strength of Calvinism lis
in the mass of direct, positive, and, as we believe, unanswerable proof that can
be produced from Scripture and reason, confirmed by much that is suggested
by experience and the history of the human race, to establish its fundamental
principles of the foreordination of whatsoever comes to pass, and the real aud
effectual election of some men to eternal life. The strength of Arminianisn
lies not in the direct and positive evidence that can be produced to disprove
Calvinistic foreordination and election, or to establish arti-Calvinistic non-fore-
ordination and non-election, but mainly in the proof, that God is not the author
of sin, and that man is responsible for his own character and destiny, and in the
inference that since Calvinism is inconsistent with these great and admittel
truths, it must be false. This view of the state of the case shews the import
ance of being familiar with the dircet and positive evidence by which Calvinisn
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can be established, that we tay rest on this as an impregnable foundation. But
it shews also the importance of being familiar with the way and manner of dis-
posing of the plausible ang formidable difficulties on which, mainly the Armi-

 mians found their case. These difiiculties, that is, the alleged inconsistency of
(alvinism with the truths, that God is not the autl

1or of sin, and that man js
he responsidle for his conduct and fate, lie upon the very surface of the subject,
er, and must at once present themselves even to the most ordinary minds; while,
3t at the same time, they are so plausible, that they are well fitted to startle and to
63 impress men, especially if they have not previousiy reflected much upoa the
abject. ' We can do nothing at present in the way of producing the direct and
tt, psitive evidence in support of the Calvinistic doctrine; but a few brief hints
in may belp a little to shew that the difficulties attaching to it, are, though not
er admitting of a full solution, yet by no means so formidable as at first sight they
7 appear to be, and at any rate furnish no sufficient ground in right reason for
m wecting' the body of direct, positive, unanswerable proof by which the funda-~
) mental principles of Calvinism can be established. ‘The following are some of
g the most obvious yet most important considerations bearing upon this matter,
' that ought " to be” remembered and applied, and especially that ought to be
efy dewed in combination with each other, as parts of one argument apon one im-
1- portant topic.
be Ist, When the same objections were advanced against the same doctrines as
5t tught by the Apostle Paul, 4e manifested no very great solicitude about giving
he them a direct or formal answer, but contented fimself with resolving the whole.
he dficulty into God’s sovereignty and man’s ign ance, dependence, and incapa-
e iy “Nay but, O man, who art thoy that repliest against God? Shall the
he [ thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus ” He
1y Inew that the doctrines were true, because he had reccived them by inspiration
to ofthe Holy Ghost ; and we know that they are true, because he and other in-
er spired men have declared them unto us, This should satisfy us and repress any
e Nl ereat anxicty about disposing of objections based upon grounds, the full investi-
W ration of which runs up into matters, the full comprehension of which lies be-
- yond the reach of our natural faculties, and of which we can know nothing ex-.
Sl copt from the revelation which God has given us,
b 2, Tt is utterly inconsistent with right views of onr condition and capacities,
b0 I and with the principles usually acted upon in regar' to other departments of *
Iy Christian theology, as, for instance, the doetrine of the Trinity, to assume, as
us S these objections do, that we are entitled to make our actual perception of,.or
¢ | our capacity of perceiving, the consistency of two doctrines with each other, the:
to N test or standard of their truth. ' We do not pretend to be able to solve all the:
ly MM difficulties connected with the alleged inconsistency between the peculiar doc-
e I trines of Calvinism, and the truths that God is not the author of sin, and that
& g man s responsible for his character and conduct, so as to make their consisten-
" [ & Vith each other plain and palpable to our own minds or the minds of others;
4 Wbt we cannot admit that this affords any sufficient reason why we should reject
A SR one or other of the doctrine, provided each separately can be established upon
| tompetent and satisfactory evidence,
o 3d, The difficulties in question do not apply to the Calvinistic system alone,
" bt bear as really, though not perhaps at é)rst view as palpably, upon every sys-
¢ Etem of religion which admits the moral government - of God, the prevalence of
0t aidmoral evil among his intelligent creatures and their future eternal punishment;
0 "B deed, it i easy to shew, that in truththe leading difficulties connected with
id tory scheme of doctrine, virtually raii up into one great difficulty, which at.

laches, and attaches equally; to them all, viz, the explanation of the existence
ind prevalence of moral evily-or what is practically the same-question-inanother:
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form, the exposition of the way and manner in which God and men concur (for
none but Atgeists can deny that in some way or other they do concur) in form.
ing men’s character, and in determining men’s fate. ‘This subject involves dif.
ficulties which we cannot in our present condition fully solve, and which we
must just resolve into the good pleasure of God. They are difficulties from
which no scheme of doctrine can escape, and which every scheme is equally
bound, and at the same time equally incompetent, to‘explain, Men may shift
the position of the one grand difficulty, nng may imagine that they have suc.
ceeded at least in evading it, or putting it in abeyance or obscurity, but with all
their shifts and all their expedients, it continues as real and as formidable as
ever. Unless men renounce altogether, theoretically or practically, the moral
government of God, the prevalence of moral evil, and its eternal punishmen,
they must in their explanations and speculations come at length to the sove-
reignty of God, and prostrate their understandings and their hearts before it,
saying with our Saviour, “Even so, Father, for so it hath seemed good in th
sight”; or with the great apostle, “O the depth of the riches both of the wis-
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and bis ways
past finding out ! ~For who hath known the mind of the Lord ¢ or who hath
been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recom-
pensed to him again ? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things;
to whom be glory for ever. Amen.”—(Rom. xi. 33-36.)

THE SINLESSNESS OF JeSvus : AN EviDgyce For Crnistianiry. By Dr. C. Untaany. Trons
lated from the Sixth German Edition. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1858.

This is a work partly of an apologetic, partly of a dogmatic, nature, and was
peculiarly adapted to the demands of German thought at the time of its first
appearance. We welcome it in English as one of the most beautiful produc-
tions of Germany, as not only readable for an English public, but as possessig,
along with not a few defects, many distinguished excellences. The character
of Jesus, in its merely human side, has seldom been so felicitously delineated,
Whether we regard him as the realisation of what humanity was designed to be,
or as the source of life to his people. The task which the author imposes on
himself is to present not doctrinal statements, which would have been imper
“fect enough in his hands, but the new ethical formation which the kingdom of
God was destined to exhibit. According to Ullmann, the kingdom of God is
only a self-manifestation of the person of Christ. The main question of Chris
tianity is thus viewed as being occupied with the person of Christ, and with our
personal relation to him.

While we welcome this work as furnishing in many respects a full and vivid
exhibition of the ethical perfection of the historical Christ, it must not be cor-
cealed, that it labours under grave defects. And to these we must in a few sen-
tences advert, in order that its wants may be supplemented, and with a viewto
make it more available to the English reader.

Its defects are of a more general, and of a more particular nature. With re
gard to the more general, the author, 'while successfully maintaining the actual
sinlessness of Jesus, commits himself to the position, that the possibility of sit-
ning must be prestipposed in J. sus, otherwise the temptation of onr Lord would
amount to nothing more than a mere Docetic semblance. He maintains that
Jesus was sinless throughout, but not impeccable. This argues a very defective
view of the incarnation, if, indeed, Ullman holds it in any true or proper senss
of the word. Every one whose theological opinions rise to an adequate cor-
ception of the incarnation, must not only hold that Christ was sin'ess, but that
he was beyound the susceptibility or hazard of sinning. It is possible, indeed, to
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’
put this point in a too mechanjcal way, and o lose sight of all those sustainin
motives that come into play in our Lord's humanity amid his confliet with tem..
ition. But beyond the sinless perfection of his humanity must be seen the
sustaining influence of the Divine nature, and the plenitude of the Spirit, su
plied by the hypostatic union; and the Chureh, accordingly, has always placed
tho sinlessness’of Jesus in connection with the supernatural conception on the
one hand, and the real incarnation of the Logos on the other, maintaining that
there was no Achilles-heel in which he could be pierced, All this, however,
Ullmann passes over in silence, He ignores it wholly. Another defect of 5
more general nature is, that Ullmann makes no reference to the sinlessness of
Christ as constitutin%, and intended to constitute, in part, our imputed righteous-
ness,  He supposes Christ to be only the source of life and that the followers of
Christ enter at once into a participation of that life,

Besides these more general defects, there are others of a more particular na-
tare, connected with our Lord's temptation and his cry of desertion on the
oross, with the whole idea given of the Old Testament ethics, &c., &c. But on
these we have not room to dwell.

With thesc remarks, we warmly recommend this beautiful work as eminently
fitted to diffuse, among those who puruse it, a higher apprecia‘ion of the sinless-
ness and moral eminence of Christ. The work has been blessed already, and
may have its use also to an English public. The translation is happy, and #
correct rendering of the thought, though occasionally free,

Oor CrrIsTIAN Crassios: READINGS FROM THE BEST D1vings, wite Noticrs Broararmoar,

AND CRrrrican. By Jamss Hauirox, D.D. Vols. I. and II. London, 1855 : James
Nisbet & Co.

The plan of this work, which is issued in numbers, is to present a series of
the most powerful, beautiful, and intercsting passages from the whole succession
of our greatest writers on religious subjects, down from the earliest times, The
field to e gleaned from is thus the noblest and the richest in our language,
when estimated by a reference to the powers and talents of the authors, as well
8 the importance and grandeur of the subjects on which their minds were exer-
dsed. ~And this age could not have furnished a more accomplished guide, a
more delightful companion, with whom to traverse this field, than Dr. Hamil-
ton. His notices of the different epochs and of some of the most eminent
authors are many of them in his very best style, rich treats, real jewels, We
have never seen, and could scarcely conceive the iden of, a book that would more
fully than this one realize the description of “apples of gold in pictures of silver.”

The first volume gives «pecimens of our religious literature down till the Res-
toration, including contributions from the Anglo-Saxon and Prae-Reformation
periods, from the age of the Confessors and Martyrs, the Elizabethan era, the
period of James I. and Charles L, and finally the Civil War and the Protector-
ate. This last period is introduced by Bishop Hall and wound up by Richard
Baxter, who, taﬁing in the notices of them by the Editor and the extracts given
tom their works, occupy more space than any two other names in this volume,
The second volume comprehends the period from the Restoration to the Revolu-
tion, including, however, some whose literary labours commenced during the
vl War or the Protectorate, Owen, Milton, Bunyan, Flavel, Howe, several of
the later and minor Puritans, followed by several of the great glories of the
Church of England, Jeremy Taylor, Thomas Fuller, Isaac Barrow and Bishops
tarson and Patrick. A collection of the choicest extracts from the writings
of these men, culled, grouped, and presented to us by suck a man as Dr, Ham-
ilton i surely a great treasuroe, Let all who can, acquire the possession of “it,
and maka it companion,.—British and Foreign Bvang. Review, ’
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SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.

EOCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY,

Vancouver's Istanp axp New Caneponia.—The discovery of gold on the Fraser River
will in all probability have the effect of filling the territories named with a large popu.
lation. Already thousands have procceded thither from Oalifornia. It i3 of urgent
importance that the truth of the Gospel and the influences of the Ohurch of Chris
should be brought to bear on the settlers. We are awaro that the Church of Englang
is ropresented in Vancouver's Island, and her clergymen there will be multiplied. W,
have heard that missionaries are immediately to bo sent from the Wesleyan community
in Oanada. It is our earnest hope, that the Presbyterian Church of Canada may alg
do her part in this great field of labor which Providenco has 8o remarkably opened up,
‘Why not send one or two ministers of prudence and ability, to visit, not the Red River
Mission only, but Victoria, the capital of Vancouver’s Island, and report to the Synod
fully on the religious state and claims of the Great West within the British posscssions?

Vaupois Syyop.—The annual meeting of the Synod of the Waldensian Church took
place at La Tour on the 18th May, and continued in session for four days, M. Moille,
Italian pastor at Turin, wag clected President. The proceedings were in harmony with
tho ancestral charactor of this Church as a witness for the truth. The Synod was ad.
dressed by the Rev. Dr. Stewart of Leghorn, and Rov. A. H. Burn Murdoch of Nice,
on behalf of the Free Church of Scotland i also by the Rev. Mr. Day, o clergyman of the

.Established Church of Ireland. .

Spanis PROTESTANTS.—A most interesting movement has taken place among the
Spaniards at Gibraltar. Under Senor Rouette, a good Spanish congregation has been
formed, and a petition was forwarded to the last Free Church General Assembly, pray-
ing that ho might be ordained as their pastor. The Assembly joyously granted such'a
petition, Senor Ronette having been long well known, and having suffered imprisonment
and banishment for the truth’s sake.

Prymovrmisy oN THE CoNTINENT.—The interests of Protestantism in some parts of the
Continent of Europe are seriously injured by what we would call the pest of Plymoutk-
ism or Darbyism. Everywhere the Plymouthists shew tho same propensity, to under-
mine all church order, and to proselytise, not the ungodly, but those who are already
in communion with some organized Church. In the North of Italy, they are favored
by the  Nice Committee,” which draws its funds from England, and chiefly from evan.
gelical ministers and members of the Qhurch of England! Thus sustained, they ar
said to interfere very improperly with the Piedmontese Mission Stations of the Church
of the Vaudois. In Hungary, they have lately appeared, taking the name of ¢ Naza-
renes,” and protesting against every church organization. i

Let Canadian Protestants give no countenance to this spirit of disorder, whichis
pecul;arly apt to appear and gpread in countries where Popish tyranny has long pre-
vailed!

De..axD Mgs. LivingsToNE.—A lettar has been received at Hadley, from Mrs. Living-
stone, dated Cape Town, May 19, 1858, in which she says: “ You will be glad to hear
that the people Dr. Livingstone left at Tete are still waiting for him. How delighted
they will be to see him again! I think the expedition will have reached the Zambesi
by this time.” Dr. Livingstone has been obliged to leave Mrs. Livingstono behind, s
she suffered so dreadfully from sea sickness that it was doubtful whother ghe could
reach the east coast alive. She intends proceeding with her parents, Mr. and M.
Moffatt, to his missionary station at Kuruman, and thence hopes to rejoin her husband
on the Zambesi some time next year.—~What with the boers and the natives, South
Africa is in a dreadful state. The former are destroying all the missionary stations,
and one poor missionary’s wifo is described as flying to the 'mountaing in the middle of
the night, with all their children, “and that in the time of snow.” At the meeoting at
Cape Town in honor of Dr. Livingstone, the Rev. Mr. Moffatt, who was one of the
speakers, entered into & history of his missionary labors in South Africa, and referred
to the salutary influence which he had exercised over the once potent Africaner, and
the now renowned Moselekatze,—an influence which he hoped to turn to-good account
in respect to the expedition to be undertaken by Dr. Livingstone; and he expresseds
fervent hope of having the pleasure, at no wery distant day, of shaking hands with the
Doctor and the members of his expedition in the vicinity of the Zambesi River.
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Japax oi’ﬁ;rggn 70 Misstoxary Errort.—The Rov, Mr, 8;19, American missionary in
Ch'ag, in his journal for Novomber, makes {his entry : ¥ 23d—Received’n lotte t{om
ong of tho gontlomen aboard tho “Portsmonth,’ just arrived at Hong-Kong from Japan.
It is to the effoct that afier July 4, 1868, there will o possibility of residunce for Ameri-
can oitizens at Ha.Kodadl. Other communicAtions have heon received to the samo
effect; but tho writers, one and all, lay stregs on tho necessity of sending prudent.men

o N ‘thero &g inisslongrios."” . :

;’M Misstox 1o Jrws AT GALATZ.—On tho 6th-July, tho Freo Presbytory of Edinburgh sot
Thst spart the Rov. Theodoro Meyer, latoly Hobrow Tutor in tho New Qolloge, as.a mission-
and uy to tho Jews at Galatz, in the Danubian Principalitios.

We Pagrorar Larrsn oF Tmn Portsw Bisnor or Montrear.—A literary and patriotic
lity toclety, styled “ L'Institut Canadien,” %osscsscs in Montreal a.miscellaneous librany for
lso the uso of its mombors. Tho Popish Big op, after various ineffectual attempts to cocrce
U B ho Institute, has issuod n long letter in which he threatens cxcommunication if the
ver library is not implicitly submitted to him, to bo expurgated as hé shall soc fit. Ho
;‘:g esplaing the mannor in which herotical books are condemned at Rome, and their naies

inserted in tho ¥ Livre do I'Index”; and claims the most absolute supervision over
books lpmmc_sscd, read, or sold in his diocese. The conclusion of the Pastoral is in tho

lle, following maudlin style :—

ith “It must be here remarked, that it is not we who pronounce this t. “hle excommu-
- nication, of which it is question, but the Ohurch, whoge salutary dt - ¢s we make
uae, koown. But in our tender solicitude, we cry.as loutly ag possible, that *there is an
the

swful abyss” : to you, thon, to keep from it, and-woe to thaco who.fall intaq it,
“ 0 Mary I preserve, through your divine goodness, all uud cach of your dear children

(e from such & misfortune, To do 8o, throw the ceyes of your mercy on this lotter, which
en we have written under your inspiration. Because you are n the Holy Ohurch of God
3. t ever-burning lamp, lampas inextinguibilis. We have w itten this lettor but. for the
18 bonor of your admirable Son and his divine religion. Now it will bear its fruit if you

will be pleased to bless it; and-you will bless it without doubt, because: yoji.are. the
sceptre of tho orthodox faith, sceptrum orthodoze JSidei, 'This is what we will not fail

he ssking all the days of our life, and particularly in this fine month uf May, just begin-
b, ting. - Please accept as a reparation of all the blasphemies preferred against the true

Religion, of which you are the guardian and the mother, all the ardent vows, all the
é” fervent prayers, all the sacred chants of all tho souls, during this month, which, for all
| g sour devoted servants, is a season of delicious rejoicing, and as the common cement of
:1. abappy eternity. Al! that we were allowed to see you, to love you_ in that eternity,

~the object of all our sighs !

“The present Pastoral Letter shall be read in ail the Churches wherein the Divine
Service is performed, the first Sunday or Holiday after its reception.”

Dean TreENOH.~The © Theological” Department of King’s College, London, has just
sustained a severe loss by the secession of Dr. Trench, the Dean of Westminster, who,
atthe close of the late Easter Torm, tendered his resignation of the Chair of Divinity
occupied by him. His successor is not yet spoken of.

g UNITARIANISM IN ENGLAND:~At the recent gathering of the chiefs and leading sup-
ar porters of Unitarianism in the metropolis, one fact insisted upon, and pointed out as an
ed slvantage and recommerdation of modern Unitarianism, was, that “it offered an
s

svenuc. of ~scape for members of every religious community, and nn nsylum for free
thought to everybody that was in gearch of one.” And this is now exactly the charac-
leristic of the denomination. Socinians of the Priestley and Belsham atamp are still to
be found in its ranks; but these are a minority : and the rest comprise all shades of
doubters on the doctrines of Original:Sin, the Divinity of Christ, and the Atonement,.
While the belief of some of the admirers of the amiable Obanning diverges but very
Slightly on. those points from the orthodox creed, thero are others, still coming under
the general pame of Unitgrians, whose belief in any of the verities of the Christian
teligion is. of the fimsiegt kind possible,—they .are best degcribed 'as Freethinkers, The
leaders of the body exult.in the fact that Unitarianism has no, shibboleth, and protest
igainst any particular dogmas. heing set down by which it may be tried ;" gnd when
‘Sometimes_one. of. their. preachers attempts to state the creed of Unitarignigm, it neces-

ily consists of a vague sentiment, capable of being construed at the pleasure of the

acer.. It is at.present a-loose, unfixed, and shifting thing, proud of its chameleon hue
and its;Protean Powers. But though such pains are thus taken to enlirge the net, and
make its mouth wide enough to.receive, and its,meshes narrow. enough to hold all’ fish
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that offers, it does hot appear that the result has been any increase of adherents : o
the contrary, there are abundant proofs that the body is on the wane. At the ann
meeting—where, of course, the best face would be put on all that related to th
affairs—there was no exultation over past success, no sanguine anticipation of fatur®
trinmph ; but some regret that Unitarianism had not yet done its work; and mour®
ing over the fact, that they had but forty churches in Ireland, and in Scotland o
five. But the organ of the body, the Inquirer, only a fortnight ago, boldly broké
ground, and admitted that defections from their midst were now become so numero
that it was no use concealing the fact. ¢ Year by year,” it says, “our congregatiOn’
grow weaker,—often in numbers; more often still in social influence and relative impor
tance. It is but a short time since the treasurer of one of our institutions assured
that the denomination to which we belong is gradually changing its character alt®
gether, and that he now drew his subscriptions from a lower grade in the great mid
clags. Or if we take individual congregations, we find the same result ; and Wake;
field, Exeter, and Norwich are but individual examples of a universal rule. Livex'p?‘-"l
has doubled and trebled its population, and the three Unitarian congregations, whicB .
existed at the beginning of the century, barely maintain their ground, either socially ¢
numerically.”—Patriot.

Prize Essay.—The Home and Foreign Record of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States (01d School) contains an offer of a prize of $200 for the best essay o8
Religion in the Family.

Opexing oF Cooxr’s Cruror, ToroNTo.—A new Presbyterian church has been open“’
for Divine Service in Toronto; the Rev. Dr. Blackwood of Philadelphia, and the ReY:
Wm. Ormiston of Hamilton, officiating in the services of the day. The pastor i8
Rev. Wm. Gregg, formerly of Belleville. The name given to the church is not euph?
nious, but it is intended as a compliment to the Irish orator and divine, the Rev. D

. Oooke, of Belfast. ’

Knox Corrzae Bi.—The act of incorporation for this College, having passed potd
houses of the Provincial Parliament, has received from the Governor General the RO"‘
asgent, and become law.

LITERARY.

Nzw Boors.~It is an unusually dull season with the publishers, and few new ook
of importance are announced.

Messrs. T. & T, Clark of Edinburgh advertise the third edition of Principal 8“"
bairn’s Hermeneutical Manual, in 2 vols. 8vo., price 18s.

The same publishers have also issued a new translation of Dr. Ullmann’s treatise O
the *Sinlessness of Jesus,” which we have noticed elsewhere.

A Memorial of the American Mission at Futiehgurh, and of the martyred Mission®
ries, is in preparation by the Rev. J. Johnston Walsh, who was for many years 8
tioned at Futtehgurh. The volume will be*published by Joseph M. Wilson, P
delphia. L

Epucariox 1v Exenanp.—A Royal Commission has been issued, *to ingnire int0
present state of popular education in England, and to consider and report what w ob
sures, if any, are required for the extension of sound and cheap elementary instru¢ «
to all classes of the people.” The members of this commission are the Duke of N"w’
castle, Sir J. F. Coleridge, ti:e Rev. W. C. Lake, the Rev. W. Rogers, Goldwin
Esq., N. W. Senior, Esq., and Edward Miall, Esq.

moﬂ”

Scormsn UxiversiTy Reroru.—A Government Bill has passed the House of Com o
and will undoubtedly become law, effecting great changes and reforms in the Uni¥! o
ties of Scotland. The King’s and Marischal Colleges of Aberdeen are to form oné
versity,—the King’s College only to retain a Faculty of Arts. The patronsg®
Towm Councils is taken away. Principals are no longer required to be clerW
Twelve Commissioners are appointed, with large powers, to carry out the provisi gelds
the Bill. They are the Duke of Argyle, the Earl of Aberdeen, the Earl of Mans s®
the Lord Justice General, Sir William Gibson Craig, Bart., the Lord Justice Clerk No¥
Lord Advocate Inglis), Lord Ardmillan, William Stirling, Esq. of Keir, Jamed
crieff, Esq., Alexander Hastie, Esq., A. M. Dunlop, Esq.



