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THE PRESBYTERIAN.,

JUKRE, 1866.

N the first Wednesday of |
June, the highest Court |
of our Church meets at

y Toronto. Itought to belook-

cd upon as a matter of duty

by the representatives of
the different Congregations
throughout the Province to be
present, and to assist by their
counsels in promoting cvery
object which may tend to the promotion of
the prosperity of the Church, as well as of
the cause of religien. Important measures
will be discussed, and we trust that the
complaint yearly made of the small attend-
ance of Elders will not be necessary at this
meeting. The whole business should not
be left in the hands of the Ministers, not
that there is any reason to find fault with |
the decisions hitherto arrived at, but be- |
cause the care and responsibility of legisla- |
tion should not be thrown altegether on
their shoulders. There are matters of

business, in which the advice of the Elders, ,

as men acquainted with business, is abse- |

lutely necessary. Besides, Congeegations
should be fully represented in ail our Church
Courts, and their representatives be present
to obtain an accurate acquaintance with
the working of the Schemes of the Church,
so that they may be cuabled to lay their
clims before the people. This, no printed
report can do.

We shall give as full a report of the pro-
ceedings of the Synod, in our next number,
as our space will admit of.

Our readers will find among the contents
of this number a continuation of * Glimp-
ses of the Life of the Rev. William Ross.”
A pressure of other duties has prevented our
respected correspondent from continuing
his communications so regularly as he had
anticipated. The interesting account of the
struggles and successes of Mr. Ross will be
read with pleasure, particularly coming
from onc who had an intimate personal
knowledge of the subject of these “ Glimp-
ses.” A continuation of them has been
promised.

Hefos of our Chre).

PressyTERY OF OrTawa—The usuval quar-
terly meeting of this court was held in St.
Andrew’s Church, Ottawa, on Wedaesday, the
9th day of May. The members present were !
the Rev. G. D, Ferguson, moderator; the Revs.
Dr. Spence, William Y. Canning, William
White, James Sicveright, J. B. Mullan, and J.
C. Smith.

A report from IT. J. Borthwick of his labours
in the mission field of Portland, since last
mecting of Presbytery, was read by the moder-
ator. The Presbrtery received the report, and
resolved, that whereas Mr. Borthwick is not in
s position to perform the dutics of an ordained
missionary, assigaed to him by this Presbytery,
on the 24th of Aungust, 1864, owing to the posi-
tion which he holds as master of an academy at
Ottawa, the Presbylery deems it expedient,
Lenceforth, to regard Mr. Borthwick as » minis-

ter without charge, residing within  their
bounds. The Presbytery at the same time de-
sires to express its thankfulness to Mr. Borth-
wick for his past services, and would be most
happy to receive any services twhich it might
be in his power to render in the future.

Mr. Millas, ordained missionary, read a short
report of his labours in Mountain and South
Gowey, since last meeting of Presbytery. The
Presbytery received the report, but at the same
time resolved, that as it would be unadvisable
to continue Mr. Millar's Iabours in South Gower
and Mountain, on account of the divided state
of these congregations; and as there was no
other ficld within the bounds in which the mis-
sionary would be reguired, the Presbytery
would recommend Mr. Millar to turn his atten-
tion to some other ficld. .

A call from the congregation of Peterboro,
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to the Rev. Jas. C. Smith, M.4A., of Cumberland
and Buckingham, was laid upon the table.

Mr. Smith craved leave to consider the
matter. It was also resolved to summon a
mesting of the congregation of Cumberland
and Buckingham, to state their objections, if
they bad any, to Mr. Smith's translation, before
& meeting of the Presbytery to be held in St.
Andrew's Church, Ottawa, on Wednesday, the
23rd next.

The Rev. James Sieveright gave notice that
he would be prepared, at next meeting, to in-
troduce an overture anent Presbyterial union
in this province.

The convener of the ¢ Presbytery Fund
Committee” reported that the deputation bad
visited all the congregations within the bounds
except L'Orignal and Hawkesbury—that they
met with a cordial reception everywhere, and
had realized about $200.

Mr. Thomas Dobbin, student of Princeton
Seminary, was appointed as catechist, to la-
bour within the bounds during the summer
months, subject to the approval of Synod.

Circular letters were read from the Presby-
teries of London and Niagara.

Mr. Mulian was appointed to administer the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, at his carliest
convenience, in South Gower and Mountain, and
Mr. Sieveright to discharge the same duty in
Portland.

The Presbytery appointed Mr. Smith to sup-
ply the station in Lower Gower, Ottawa, and
the station in New Edinburgh, on May the 29th;
Mr. Sieveright, on June 10th; Mr. White,
June 17th; Mr. Ferguson, June 24th; Mr.
Mullan, July 1st; Mr. Canning, July 8th ; Mr.
Sieveright, July 15th and 22nd.

The Session revised of Chelsea, L'Origaal,
and Hawkesbury, were received and found
carefully and correctiy kept.

After a good deal of routine business the
Presbytery adjourned, to meet in St. Andrew’s
Church, Ottawa, on the 23rd inst, at 12
o'clock, noon.

PresavTery OF Quenec.—The call from the
congregation of the St. Gabriel Street Church,
Montreal, to the Rev. Thomas G. Smith, of
Mclbourne, to become their pastor, having been
considered, and commissioners from Melbourne
having been heard, it was resolved that the call
be not sustained. Mr. Smith having left the
whole matter in the hands of the Presbytery for
decision, they resolved, that in the present cir-
cumstances of the Eastern Townships Mission,
it would not be cxpedicnt that the trarslation
be made.

St. GasminL Streer CHeReE, MONTREAL—By
the decision of the Presbytery of Quebec, the
call of the Rev. Mr. Smith, of Mclbourne, has
not been sustained. It is unfortunate that the
scttlement of a pastor in this charge should thus
be delayed, but the congregation has resolved
to los¢ no time in endeavouring to sccure a
suitable minister. In the meantime services
are regularly continued, and it needs only the
presence of an encrgetic clergyman to render
this a most valuable charge.

BeAtiarRNO1S.—ANNTAL RErorT.~The Annual
Report of the congregation of Beaubarnois is
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short and to the point. It shows a prosperous
state of affairs;a anited congregation, and
zealous office-bearers. During the last year
extra calls have been made upon the liberality
of the congregation, which apnear to have
been cheerfully met, in addition to all the
usual obligations being fully discharged. Last
year the number of pews let were the highest
for the five years which are given in the report
for the sake of comparison. The session account
shows an expenditure of $199.72 for ordinary
and extraordinary expenditure, and for sub-
scriptions to the different missions, leaving a
small balance in band. The Trustees’ account
shews expenditure for the manse, and a sum for
ornamenting the church-yard, amounting in all
t0 $213, leaving a balance in band of $109.33.
There is the final instalment of $200 duc on the
manse on the 1st November next, towards the
payment of which this balance is applicable.
When thatis paid, the congregation will be free
of all debt. An appendix, shewing the names
of pew-holders, number of seats taken, &c.,
makes a very complete report, and one which
must be highly gratifying to pastor and people.

KixcarDINE.—~PRESENTATION TO THE REv. Mn.
Dawsox.—A short time ago the Bibie Class in
the congregation at Kincardine, presented their
teacher, the Rev. Mr. Dawson, pastor of the
charge, with a copy of the Bible as & token of
their regard and esteem. On the Tth of
May, rrevious to his leaving on a short absence,
the ladies of the congregation, through the
hands of Mrs. McPherson and Mrs. McKendrick,
presented Mr. Dawson with an affectionate
address, and requested his acceptance of the
sum of fifty dollars, a5 am expression of their
well wishes. Mr. Dawson returned thanks in
affectionate terms. The village of Kincardine is
one of those spots which a few years ago was
hewn out of the wild#rness, and since its first
establishment, has gone on rapidly increasing
in wealth and population. The attachment
which exists between pastor and people is an
assurance of continuance in well-doing.

Fixcn.—\We are pleased to learn that the
Reverend Hugh Lamont, who was inducted
into the charge of Finch about a year ago, has
received during the short period of his 1ncum-
bency various substantial proofs from his con-
gregation of the respect which they bear to
bim, and appreciation of his ministerial ser-
vices. Among others:—A parlour carpet
from the Ladics; a sleigh from A. J. Cock-
burn, Esquire, warden of the United Coun-
ties of Stormont, Dundas, and Glengary ;
and o wheeled carrisge from the mem-
bers of the Congregation generally. Such
gifts arc exccedingly creditable to the don-
ors, as well as cncouraging to the minister,
and they are worthy of imitation by other Con-
gregations, morc especially in these times of
bigh prices—to many of whose Ninisters,
‘“an augmentation of stipend,” or its cquiva-
lent, the prescntation of things really uscful
and necessary, would doubtless be highly accep-
table, while they could not fail to stimulate
10 the more cheerful discharge of duty, on
behalf of those over whom they have been
placed in the Lord, and to promote whose
bighest good they have devoted themselves.
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Queex's CoLLEGE.~—Alna AMlater Society.—
The Annual Conversazione of this Society was
held on the evening of the 25th April; in Con-
vocatton Hall, which was tastefully decorated,
and crowded with the elite of the city, toits
utmost capacity. The Alma Mater Glee Club
sang several songs and glees very creditably.
Judge Draper favoured the guests with the
Famous song * Good Rbenish Wine.” Mr. James
Gildersleeve sang ¢ In Days of 0l1d,” and Mr.
Gray ¢ The Old Piney Woods.” In addition to
these were a piano duett by Mrs. Murray and
Miss Dupuy, a piano solo by Miss Legassic, and
a recitation of Edgar Poe’s ¢ Raven” by Mr.
Nicholson, prefaced by a few remarks on Pae,
by the Rev. Professor Murray. The President’s
address was delivered by Mr. Machar imme-
diately after the opening song, * Gaudeamus.”
The tableaux and experimeuts went off very
well. During the evening a gentleman from
Toronto played certain variations on the piano
forte. The refreshment table was laid out in
a room on the first floor, and its varied and
liberal contents were done full justice to by
onc detachment after another of the great
crowd that thronged the rooms. These aunual
gatherings have been popular affairs since their
commencement, but the attendance on this oc-
casion was said to be much larger than that at
any previous conversazione of the Society. The
cntertainment was clesed with the National
Anthem.—.Abridged from Daily Nets.

Convocalion—This Court met in tke Convo-
cation Hall on the last day of the Session,
when there was a very large attendance to
witness the conferring of degrees and the dis-
tribution of prizes, &c. Afier prayer by the
’rincipal, and the reading of wminutes by the
Registrar, the Professors in the various depart-
ments of Arts and Theology called up their
most distinguished students to receive the
honours they had won. The Principal then
proceeded to bestow the University prizes,
announced at the close of last Session, for the
best Essays on certain prescribed subjects.
The best Essays had been selected, but the
names of the authors could not be intimated
until the sealed envelopes containing them
were opened. Having opened the envelopes
and read their contents, the Principal announc-
ed that the Ottawa Prize of $40, for the best
Essay, on  The Advantages and Responsibili-
ties of our Connection with the Parent Country,”
had been gained by Mr. Nathan F. Dupuis,
Kingston, and the Montreal Prize of $490, for
the best Essay on ¢ The Didactic in relation to
the Devotional Element in the Lord's Prayer,”
by Mr. Robert Jardine, Brockville. The prizes
have been awarded by gentlemen, not connected
with the College, acting as judges; but the
Principal said he had read all the Essays given
in, had found them very creditable productions,
and cntirely concurred in the decision of "the
judges.  This new feature in the proceedings
of the Convocation excited a great deal of in-
terest.  For a fow moments, at the opening of
the envelopes, there was perfect stillness in the
hall, aud this suspense was followed by hearty
and repeated rounds of applause, as the names
of the successful competitors were announced.
The results were considered sufficiently ecn-
couraging to induce an cffort for the continu-
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ation of the arrangement, and at an advanced
stage of the meeting the Principal intimated
that certain gentlcnmien iud authorized him to
announce several valuable prizes for compe-
tition during the ensuing summer. The
Senate had resolved upon the following list:
1. The Kingston prize of $50, for the best Essay
on “ Confederation in its bearings upon the
Commercial Prosperity of the British North
American Colonies.” 2. The Toronto prize of
$40, for the best Essay on ' The Oratory ofthe
Ancient Grecks and Romans.” 3. The Montreal
prize of $10, for the best Essay on ¢ The Sab-
bath in its Mosaic and Christian Aspects.” 4.
Church Agent's prize of $25, for the best Essay
on ‘“ The Scriptural Argumentfor Presbyteri-
anism.”—The first open to all registered
students of next session; the second to all
students in Arte and the others to all students
in Divinity.

The next part of the programme was the
laureation of graduates. The Registrar, Pro-
fessor Murray, having administered the Sponsio
Academica, the graduates were presented by
Professor Williamsou, and capped by the Prin-
cipal in the following order—For the degree of
Backelor of Arts—1. Nathan F. Dupuis, King-
ston, with first class honours in Mathematics,
Natural Philosophy, Logic, and Natural Scien-
ces; 2. Peter C. Macgregor, Lanark; 3. Evan
GC. W. McColl, Kingston, with first class hon-
ours in Moral Philosopby and second class
honours in Classics and Logic; 4. Robert
Chambers, Norwich, with second class honours
in Classics; 5. Francis H. Crysler, Bath, with
first class honours in Logic and Natural Scien-
ces, and second class honours in Moral Philo-
sophy; 6. William Caldwell; Lanark, with se-
cond class honours in Natural Sciences; 7.
Peter McLaren, Lanark ; 8. Joseph S. Eakin,
Markham ; 9. Charles F. Ircland, Kingston.

It was also announced that the Senate had
resolved to confer this degree on the Rev. Dun-
can Morrison, Drockville.

Master of Ars—~( Alphabetical list)—Edmison,
Henry, B.A., Peterboro; Fraser, Donald, B.A.,
Glengary; Jardine, Robert, B.A., Brockville;
McLennan, William, B.A., Williamstowa.

Bachelor of Divinity.~Robert Jardine, M.A.,
Brockrille.

The Principal baving addressed the gra-
duates on the ~arious classes of obligations
arising out of the privileges and honour of their
position, they had an opportunity, for a few
minutes, of receiving the congratulations of
their Professors. The Principal then rose and
announced the resolution of the Senate to con-
fer two honorary degrees—the first that of
Doctor of Divinity upon the Rev. John Geddie,
the illustrious Missionary from the Presby-
terinn Church of Nova Scotia to the inhabi-
tants of Ancitecum, one of the New Hebrides
group of Islands. In announcing tkis degree
tho Principal spoke of the devoted and judi-
cious labours of Mr. Geddic among the Anei-
teumese for a period of nincteen years; of the
success with which he had reduced their ian-
guage to & written form, and translated tho
Scriptures into it, and of the grand result
—the adoption of Christiapity by the entire
population, which, on Mr. Geddic's arrival, was
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in a state of the rndest and most savage bar-
barism. The second honorary degree was that
of Doctor of Laws, whick was conferred upon
the Rev. George Romanes, M.A., in recogni-
tion of his varied ard extensive scholarship,
and also of most valuable services rendered to
the College during several years of its carly
history, when he had special charge of the de-
partments of Classics and Moral Philosophy.

A valedictory address on behalf of the
students, written with admirable taste and
fine spirit, was delivered by Mr. Jardine; and
Professor Murray, after a few appropriate re-
raarks, said farewell to the students on behalf
of the Professors.

In announcing scholarships for competition
at the beginning of next session the Principal
observed that he had great satisfaction in
stating that the two following would be added
to the list—the Hardy Scholarship of the an-
nual value of $50, founded by Edward Hardy,
Esq., Kingston ; and the Leitch Memorial Scho-
larship—the value of which for the first year,
would be $70—in future years, probably, a good
deal more, founded by the joint subscriptions
of friends of the late Principal in Scotland and
Canada.

The closing business of the Convocation was
the election of Fellows, which resulted as fol-
lows:

Arts.—Nathan F. Dupuis, B.A.

Law.—Rev. Geo. Romanes, M.A., L.L.D.

TneoLoGcy.—Robert Jardine, M.A,, B.D.

We subjoin the prise list:

Ants. — Crassics. —Third year.—~1. P. C.
McGregor, Lapark; 2. R. Chambers, N. Nor-
wich; 3. N, F. Dupuis, Kingston, and F. H.
Crysler, Bath.

Second year.—1. A. Nicholson, Prince Ed-
ward Island; 2. J. H. Nimmo, Kingston.

First year-—1. R. Crawford, Kingston; 2.
V. Malloy, Vaughan; 3. J. Stuart, Waterloo
and H. J. Msacdonald, Kingston. Honorable
mention for Latin Composition, J. F. Fraser,
Kingston.

Junior Marnematics.—I. W. Malloy, Vaug-
han; 2. R. Crawford, Kingston. Honorable
mention, J. Stuart, Waterloo; J. 0. Mowat,
Kingston.

Sexior MATHEMATICS AND JTNIOR NATCTRAL
Poivosorsry.~1. R. Campbell, Brockville; 2.
J. A. Macdowall, Kingston. Honorable men-
tion, A. Nicholson, Prince Edward Island; J.
F. Bain, Perth; M. Lane, Lanark.

Sexior NaToraL Painosoray.—1. N. F. De-
puis, Kingston; 2. P. C. McGregor, Lanark;
3. W. Caldwell, Lanark; 4. R. Chambers, N.
Norwich ; 5. J. S. Eakin, Markham. Honor-
abi~ mention, E. G. W. McColl, Kingston.

GEoLOGY.~~1. A. Nicholson, Prince Edward
Island; 2. J. A. McDowall, Kingston, and R.
Campbell, Brockville. Honorable mention, R.
Campbell, Brockville ; W. H. Fuller, Kingston ;
J. F. Bain, Perth.

RurToric.—R. Crawford, Kingston.

Logic.—A. Nicholson, Prince Edward Island.
Honorable mention, R. Campbell, Brockville;
J. A, McDowall, Kingston, Summer Essay, J.
H. Nimmo, Kingston.

MexTAL AND MoRan Pmivosorry.~1. P. C.
McGregor, Lanark; 2. N, F, Dupuis, Kingston;
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3. E. C. W. McColl, Kingston ; Summer Essay,
N. F. Dupuis, Kingston.

Diviniry. — Best Matriculation Paper, D.
Fraser, B.A , Glengary ; Missionary Duty, Rob.
Jardine, B.A., Brockwiiie ; Meriv iist by wrii-
ten examinations during session ;

Third year —R. Jardine, B.A., Brockville.

Second year.—~1. D. McGillivray, B.A., Nova
Scotia ; D. Fraser, B.A., Glengary.

Third yeur—~—1. W. McLennan, B.A,, Wil-
liamstown; 2. J. R. Thompson, B.A., Prince
Edward Islapd.

Pass men—DNerit lists :

ArTs.—Third year —D. P, Niven, Niagara.

Second year~1. J. A. McDowall, Kingston,
first class honours in Mathematics, Natural
Philosopby and Natural Stiences; 2. R. Camg-
bell, Brockville, do., and Logic; 3. A Nichol-
son, Prince Edward Island, first class honours
in Classics and Natural Sciences; 4. J. F.
Bain, Perth; 5. W. I. Fuller, Kingston; 6.
M. Lane, Lanark ; 7. J. II. Nimmo, Kingston ; 8.
W. J. Muckleston, Kingston; 9. J. M. Macdon-
nel, Fergus.

First year—~1, R. Crawford, Kingston, first
honours in Classics, Mathematics and Rhetoric;
2. W. Malloy, Vaughan, first honours in Mathe-
matics ; 3. J. Stuart, Waterloo; 4. J. O.
Mowat, Kingston; 5. H. J. McDonasld, King-
ston; 6. F. Fraser, Kingston; 7. W. R. Mul-
lock, Kingston; 8. P. S. Liringston, Dawn
Mills; 9. A. B. McLean, Lanark.

TueoLoGy.—Second year~1. D. Fraser, B,A,,
Glengary; 2. D. McGillivray, B.A., Nova
Scotia; 3. J. Ferguson, B.A., Esquesing; 4.
A. McBain, M.A., Thorah.

First year.—1. W. McLennan, B.A,, Glen-
gary; 2. S. McMorine, B.A., Almonte; 3. J. R.
Thompson, B.A., Prince Edward Island; 4. J.
M. Gray, Kingston.

Boarp oF Trustees.—The Annal Meeting of
this Board took place in the Senate Chamber,
on the evening of the last day of the Session.
Besides the large amount of routine business
usually transacted at annual meetings, some
matters of special importance were disposed of.
The Rev. John H. Mackerrag, M. A., was unani-
mously elected to the Professorship of Classical
Literature. His occupancy of the office for two
sessions, as interim Professor, had given en-
tire satisfaction to the Board. Joseph A. Allen,
Esq., of Alwington, was appointed Lecturer on
Modern Histery, in room of John M. Machar,
Esq., M. A, resigned. Archibald Barker, Esq,
of Markham was elected a2 member of the Board,
to supply the place made vecant by the resig-
nation of Judge Malloch, Brockville. The
Principal submitted o report of conference
held by appointment of the Board with the
Medical Faculty, in regard to the status of
members of tho Faculty, in view of the terms
and requircments of the Royal Charter. The
report, which was adopted, indicated that all
difficulty in the matter would be cffectually
removed in the event of a propossl for the
separate incorporation of a Medical School
affiliated to the University proving successful.
A movement in that direction, induced by the
combined operation of several causes, had
already made some progress, and public inti-
mation had been given of an application to be
mado to the Legislature for an Act of Incorpo-
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ration. The report recommended the Board to
wait the further progress of the movement.
A brief annual report to the Synod was read
and after some auicudmenis was agreed to.
Financial statements prepared by the Treasurer,
and duly audited were ordered to be trans-
mitted along with it. There was read an
cncouraging letter from the Secretary to the
Coloniai Committee of the Church of Scotland,
respecting an additional Professorship in the
Theological Faculty. The Board adjourned
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to meet at Toronto, first Wednesday of June, at
five, P.M.

DoxaTioNs TO THE LiBRARY.—The Trustsas
of New York State Library~* Documents re-
lating to the Colonial History of New York,”
11 large 4to volumes—a very valuable work ;
also 16 reports of the State Cabinet of Natural
History, and of the Regents of the University
of New York; Board of Agriculture, Upner
Canada, 4 vols.; Education Department, New
Brunswick, 22 vols.

@orrespomdence.

THE UNION QUESTION.
To the Editor,

IR,—Your weekly contempo-
rary says of me, your unfor-
tunate correspondent, that

failing certain steps on my part,

“we shall consign him to the

category of unprincipled writers,

whose lucubrations should not

find a place in the columns of a

respectable periodical.”  Not-

withstanding this dreadful sentence I still ven-
ture to hope that you will find room for another

‘ lucubration.”

The great answer relicd upon by your con-
temporary and his correspondents is that there
is no Free Church party in Canada; that it
has been absorbed ; or exhaled like a morning
mist; or like a Seidlitz powder, the two parties
have joined, fizzed together, and settied down
into a vapid compound. Such, at least, is the
only conclusion I can draw from the aitacks
made upon me for attempting to discuss some
of the preliminary points which must be raised
and settled before the question can be adjudi-
cated upon. One enthusiastic young man in &
letter signed “ Union” which appearsin the issue
of the 11th of May, says, * Evidently though
be (an Elder) exhumed a document of the full
age of twenty-one which may now take care of
itself, he has not studied the question, at least
from a Canadian stand-point...... The sooner
our Church and Couatry ceases frombeing pestered
with imported notions, Lhe betler for both.” The
editer vouches for his correspondent being a
clergyman of our Church in Canada, He must,
therefore, be of the full age of twenty-one, al-
though the evidence of the letter itself rather
leads to a Joubton this point, while the words I
bave italicised would almost induce meo to be-
lieve with Darwig, that he had been developed,
but not much, and may have been in existence

for a thousand years. Whichever theory is
right, it is plain he does not possess many im-
ported ideas.

For the friends of Union to shut their eyes
to the existence, in a recognisable form, of the
two distinct branches of the Canada Presby-
terian Church, while it is constantly forced
upon their notice, reminds me strongly of the
inmate of & lunatic asylum who fancied himself
2 king, and bis table furnished with every rarity
that wealth or power could procure, yet who
complained that every thing he ate had the
taste of porridge. The very basis of union shews
the fact clearly, that it was contemplated that
there should be two partiés within the body,
one holding one set of opinions, and the other
another. Whatever may be the feelings of in-~
dividual members of our Church, then, it i3
clear that, as a Church, we hold a third set of
opinions which must either be abandoned by
us, or embodied in the basis of union. If they
are abandoned, we, by this step say plainly that
the stand our Church took was untenable, and
that the decision arrived at, after much thought,
care and prayer, to remain attached to the
Church of our Fathers, # was lending the weight
of our inflience, as 2 Chureh, to the support of
principles which are incompatible with the
purity and liberty of any Church, by which
they are allowed—and which are fitted to do
grievous injury to the cause of the Redeemer
taroughou’ <he world.” We thus also acknow-
ledge that the ministers who withdrew from
our Church in Canada were justified in “so-
lemnly protesting against the synod’s unfaith-
fulness to its avowed convictions.” We swal-
low all this from the one party, and then the
other side hands us another tonic to act as an
alterative for our constitution. The U. P. side
tell us that the views we hold of Church en-
dowment are ¥ inconsistent with the nature of
religion, the spirit of the Gospel, the express
appointment of Jesus Christ, and the civil rights
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of man; that their tendency, as exhibited by
their effects, is to secularize religion, promote
hypocrisy, perpetuate error, produce infidelity,
destroy the umty and purity of the Church,
and disturb the peace and order of civil so-
ciety.”

Have our ministers never felt all the deadly
effects here set forth, when they were putting
their half yearly payment from the Clergy Re-
serves into their pockets? Probably they con-
sole themselves that although it is an endow-
ment it is ¢such a little one” that it can do
no harm.

If on the other hand we, as a Church, main-
tain our views, the basis of union will be rather
a curious looking document. Will the friends
of union tell me why we should not do so, if
the other two parties have reserved that right

1o themselves ?
Your obedt. servant,

AX ELDER.

To the Editor.

Sir,~From three communications which ap-
peared in the Presbyterian lately, I see that
your columns are once more opened to the dis-
cussion of the Union question. A freeand can-
did discussion is & very good thing, provided
the disputants conduct the discussion so that
the readers, for whose special benefit they write,
may understand the points at issue.

One of your correspondents, very strangely
indeed, with one trewendous sweep or rather
stretch of fertile imagination, accuses the
leaders of the Union movement, as he pleases to
call them, of seeking 2 union of the two
churches for political purposes and on personal
considerations. I hope his own mind is not bis
informant on this point. What can be his au-
thority for such unmitigated imputation? I
wonder if this i3 in accordance with  princi-
ple,” or in harmony with his view of ¢ Christ-
jan Union.” lante ne ammis calestibus ire.

Now if be includes among the ¢ leaders” all
who write on, and publicly advocate the union
question, then I suppose I am one, and as such,
I hurl back with just scorn any such motives as
are attributed to me and others in the article
signed * An Elder” Iwould ask “an Elder®
to define what he means by * principles” as
employed by him, and before doing so to elimi-
nate prejudices from what he calls  principles”
so that we may know what remains to be con-
sidered. Assertions and opinions are not al-
ways facts and arguments. Let him come to
facts and the recal state of the questions; and
then should not an abler opponent meet him, I
am prepared, in my own way, to deal with the
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question retrospectively, as it now stands per-
spectively. Itis the most important question
that is now forcin;; itself upon the attention
not oniy of Fresbyierians in Canada, but also
in the sister Provinces and in Scotland and
elsewhere, and deserves a dispassionate consi-
deration. For my own part I would oppose
union to the last, did I believe that one single
gospel truth would thereby be endangered.
And the only reason for which I would urge
it is, that from a8 careful study of the question
for years, and the working of Presbyterianism
in this country, I am convinced, andI think am
prepared to show, that a union of the two Pres-
byterian bodies would, under God, be the most
efficient way for advancing His glory and ex-
tending His cause in the great Canadian field,
in which by His providence we are placed.

Your correspondent, Mr. Douglas, urges
¢ Christian Union” on *Scriptural conditions.”
That is the very ground which I take, and I
think all who advocate union in both churches,
take the same ground. Mr. Douglas should dis-
tinguish between individual ¢ Christian Union,”
and ecclesiastical ‘¢ Christian Union.” The
former i3 a virtue which every unprcjudiced
Christian will exercise towards his fellow Chris-
tian, irrespective of names and outward dis-
tinction ; but the latter is not only a virtue,
but slso a necessity for carrying forward the
great purpose for which the Church has been
instituted in the world. The powers that be
were ordained of Gud—government is of Divine
origin, without which society could not exist,
cither civilly or ecclesiastically—and unless the
majority, in all deliberative bodies govern, then
there is an end to ull goveroment. Mr. Doug-
las scems very much to fear the majcrity and
would rather be guided in all ecclesiastical
matters by his own views than by those of the
majority of a Synod. Well, I suppose, in tliis free
age he could do so, with certain modifications,
but at the same time I would remind him thag
such conduct in the past has caused many an
uncalled for schism in the Christian Church.
Why this was the cause of the disruption
against which he took his stand for the last
twenty years, but now he is afraid of some pro-
spective majority ? What change has come over
the spirit of his dream ?

But, sir, I for onc am not very much moved
with sympathy towards those who are forever
advocating union on * Scriptural conditions,”
for Ilove the notion that itis but too frequently
& mere subterfuge, 8 mask to hide their oppo-
sition, if not their prejudices. The world is full
of such : the Universalist, the Unitarian and all
the other heretics, claim toactin the same way
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The Scriptures are common property, and are
made very common sometimes, for many, alas!
ses in them only the reflection of their own
miads, aud read tnem in the light of personal
bias, like the lady and the clergymen who were
looking at the moon to discover its inhabitants,
the lady thought that she saw the shadows of
1wo lovers, while the clergyman maintained
that the shadows veere those of the two towers
of a cathedral—fingunt simul credentque. I pre-
fer, however, the Pauline epistles, a3 my au-
thority as to what constitutes ¢ Scriptural
union.”

Yours truly,
Cxrox.

To the Editor of the Presbyterian:

Sin,—The letter signed *Pax,” has been
honoured with an editorial. It was not intended
for publication ; but simply to direct the mind
of the editor to the truth. The writer sincere-
ly regrets having said aught that savoured of
a bad spirit, to the Church of his  fathers,” in
which he was * born and brought up.” As he
owes much to that Church, he loves her much.
Yet he would not desire to be found among
those who honour her for what she is to bz
blamed ; nor would he be found among those
who blame her for what she ought to be praised.

It appears to “ Pax” that an attempt is made
by * Elder” to bring abouta Union among all
the Presbyteriaus, by extorting from them this
corfession of faith,—that the principle of a
civil establishment of Christianity is a scriptu-
ral one. That all men should be compelled to
support religion, i.e. the religion of the State.
Such being the case, that we in Canada must
admit that the Church of Scotland is the beau
ideal of the Church of Christ.

Nox, in our humble opinion, & Tnion among
Presbyterians in Canada upon such a basis, is

neither possible nor desirable.  We repeat, that
the theory of an establishment of religion in
Canada, based upon compulsory support, is
both unscriptural, and impossible. The very
advocacy of such an estsblishment is treason-~
able, aad would lead to rebellion and bloodshed.
How foolish the imagination, that Papists and
Protestants would stand quietly by and sece a
sect of hated dissenters take place and power
over them.  All things are possible with God,
but we believe thisis not one of the things
possible with man.

What can you mean, Mr. Editor, by saying
that voluntaryism is a mere theory in Canada ?

Is it not true that those very ministers who
despise this very word, arc in this country,
wholly dependent oa it for their support 7 |
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Saving the paltry pittance a few derive from
the cLRRGY RESERVES,” 13 it not true that they
have no other means of support ? We repeat,
then, that those who seek & Union on subscrip~
tion to the faith of compulsory enactments for
the suppory of religion, are seeking to dragin
& question which must retard Union. They
seek to bind a yoke on the necks of the
Colonists, which neither we nor our fathers
were able to bear. From the galling nature of
that yoke, the people of Scotland have struggled
hard to escape. Is it not true that one-half of
the best of Scotia’s sons bhave been driven
from the pale of the established church, by the
very fact of the civil magistrate intruding into
thke sacred domain of conscience, and compel-
ling the faitbful minister of Christ to take
part in what he believed to be unscriptural
and violeat deeds, viz., to ordain ministers over
reclaiming flocks. Was it not so with the
Erskines of the Secession, Boston of the Relief,
and Chalmers of the Free Church? One and
the same wrong, led to one and the same result.

In Scotland we have now four leading
Presbyterian denominations, instead of one.
They are broken on this very rock which an
% Elder” would raise, viz., the relations of the
civil magistrate to the church. They stand ag
follows :—

Established Church accepts State pay and
State control.

Free Church would accept State pay, but no
State control.

U.P. Church accepts neither State pay nor
State control.

Cameronian Church would accept both
State pay and State control; if the Stafe were
controlled only by Christ,

e deem the third order to be the only
scriptural one, and the only one practicabiz
for Canada. As we were early led to hate
¢prime preachers,” and compulsory ¢ annuity
taxes’ to support them, we were led from con-
scientious wmotives to seek and find a church
that neither sought to pamper pride or clerical
tyranny on the onc hand, nor popular servility
on the other.

Ou this platform we shall be happy to meet
all union men. Yet we would not seck to be
lords over Gods heritage. If any man holds
a theory abuat the power of the civil magis-
trate in things sacred, we have no disputes
with him, if he wiil keep kis impracticable
theories to himself and not disturb the yeace of
the realm with them.

As I do not flatter myself with a placein
the pages of your cxcellent periodical, and
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these remarks are only fit for the editorial eye,

1 subscribe myself,
Yours, truly,

"3

To the Editor :

Drar Sir,—One of the most cheering pros-
pects held out to Christian faith, is, that there
ig a time coming when we shall see eye to eye,
and when the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the Lord; and wo should hail
every movement, and no doubt you will wel-
come every contribution, that seems to tend
towards this result.

With a hopeful feeling of this sort I com-
menced to read the article of your new contri-
butor, the Rev. Mr. Muir, in the April number.
The motto is admirable: ® In things esseatial,
unity, in things doubtful, liberty, in all things,
charity.” The introductory remarks are very
judicious, but what arc unlearned laymen like
myself to think of his mode of stating the first
essential, to which he claims the universal assent
of Christians, * a belief @ the atonement of
Jesus Christ as the only propitiatory sacrifice to
Divine justice for the sins of a guilty world.”
Jesus himself invites us to receive the kingdom
of God as little children, but this is inviting us
to receive it as learned men and philosophers,
and demonding assent to a complicated and
difficult proposition, the very words of which
are of doubtful meaning. I have looked over
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the Acts of the
Apostles with reference to this, and do not find
any such expression used by our Lord or his
disciples in his time. There is aothing like it
in the Sermon on the Mount, in the parables, nor
in theinstructions to the apostles when sending
them on their first mission, nor anything like
it in their earliest teachings; and yet, it will
surcly be admitted, the great Teacher himself
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and his immediate disciples knew and taught
the essontials of Christianity.

Observe, [ do not oppose the doctrine, nor do I
objoct clogather o the mode of stating it, ag
the expressions of which it is made up, or simi-
lar ones, are to be found in the writings of Paul
and John, but I think you will admit they be-
long to a second or more advanced phase of
Christianity, and that your correspondent
should only have asked for it a place under the
second or third heading of his motto.

I am not quite sure that he will even find
unity among Christians in their assent to his
second proposition, namely, “a belief in the
Bible a3 the word of God,” many would think
it better expressed if he had said, in the Bible
as containing the word of God.

A quartz may be very rich, and yet it would
be an exaggeration to call it pure gold. This
must be extracted by the usual process. So in
like manner ‘he Bible containg the will and
word of God, but they do not constitute it
en masse, nor do they lic on the surface.
If we would find them we must search for them
as for hidden treasures. Much of this quarry
of Divine truth is exceedingly rich, while in
other portions the veins are small and obscure,
and the pure metal scarcely obtainable in pay-
ing quantity—so to speak—by ordinary labour-
ers, although it will still repay scientific re-
search.

My impression is, therefore, that neither of the
propositions, as stated, i3 entitled to be classed
asessential, and that your correspondent, who is
cvidently capable of writing to edification,
should look iato the subject again, and I would
merely venture to suggest that propositions to
secure unity of assent among Christians, should
be clearly ewubraced by the teachings of Christ
himself, and should be plain even to the un-
learned. Yours truly, 0.

Arfreles Communicated,

GLIMPSES OF THE REV. WILLIAM ROSS, THE BECHUANAN MISSIONARY. (Continued.)

Wirtrian, o Protcoooy.

ILLIAM now devoted bimself
with great zeal to the drud-
gery of Agricultural work;
and in the cvenings for o
time, when convenient, at-
tended school, where he
studied Algebra and the high-
er branches of arithwmetic. He
was quite delighted in ** whist-
ling behind the plough” and

singing some of the unexceptionable songs
of the Scottish Ploughboy, ¢ Robie Burns)
of which he was particularly fond. He
not only had, in keeping the farm books,
shewn that he had according to the Scotticism
“ riven his Father's bonnet,” but he soon be-
came a thorough master of every kind of field
work and even of high farming, as then
known. Iealso plumed himself on the attain-
ing of accurate knowledge of horses, cows, and
other live stock, Neither did William, in these
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days of rural hard labour, forget * the one
thing needful;” but he began then to have a
decided taste for practical godliness, which
continued steadily to grow with his growth.

His CoxvERsioy.

He says, © when we removed to Pitkindie,
there was no dissenting chapel nearer than four
or five miles, and, though we often went thug
far, yet we were not so bigotted as not to
attend occasionally at the Established Church
at hand. In the good providence aud grace
of God, however, our want was soon and
abundantly supplied. A few families united
and presented a petition for a preacher in the
Secession Church. Thero was in the parish
at Balfour, a chapel, erected by the Messrs.
Haldane some years before, but which was
now unoccupied. A favourable answer being
returned, the chapel was procured, and by
appointment of Presbytery, opened by the Rev.
W. Proudfoot, Pitrodie, and afterwards supplied
by preachers, many of them being of decided
talent. The course of preachings proved to
me & perfect luxury. Itriveited my attention,
and the Holy Spirit wrought upon my soul so
effectually that I was constrained to pray in
spirit and in truth. I was one day so over-
powered by the constraining love of Christ,
that in the field where I was engaged in my
labour, I lifted up my soul in solemn prayer to
God ; and at that time, I ever after thought,
I experienced the saving change. I also
believe that the spirit of God had been for
years shewing me that I was a sinner, that I
needed a Saviour, an Almighty loving Saviour.,
I now saw that Jesus was the very Saviour I
required ; Isaw also the great necessity of my
giving myself, soul and body, into his service.
I pondered these things—I began in earnest to
search the Scriptures—to listen with a new
relish to the messages of mercy. I laid hold
with humility, yet with confidence, cn the hape
set before me in the gospel. I saw Christ as
my Shepherd, my Saviour, my Lord and my
God ; T could say one thing I do knovw, that,
whereas I was blind, now I see! What a
change ? Yes, if any man be in Christ, be
united to Christ, beiong to Christ, he is & new
creature.”

IIis Fiast CoMMUNION.

William was now desirous of testifying his

love to Jesus, in obeying His dying command. |

“ Do this in remembrance of me.” He longed
to take those vows upon himself which Lis
parents did in his stead ; when he was conse-
crated to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one
God, in Baptism. He was examined by the
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Rev. Mr, Proudfoot, and exhorted by the Rev.
Mr. Fraser, of Dundee, and admitted by them to
the communion. Often as he had been present,
sceing, and hearing, when the Lord's Supper
wag celebrated and he
wonder and delight,  What mean you by this
service?' how different now when he actually
tastes and seee thero that God i3 good! IHow
thrilling to hear Jesus say: ** Eat, friends, drink,
yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.” What an
indescribable joy a first meeting with Jesus at
his table ever brings! In the far distant
wilderness after many years, he, calling this
season to remembrance, says: “As we
approached the holy table we sang,

¢ God’'s mercies I will ever sing,
And with my mouth X shall
Thy faithfulness make to be known
To gencrations alL.”

These words were deeply impressed on my
mind. Indeed the timne, the place, the service
will ever remain in my memory, whilst it
remains with me. I bad now taken up in
public the cross,and I had sworn by the most
solemn of oaths that I would never be ashamed
of Jesus :
‘In the cross of Christ, I glory |
Towering o'er the wiecks of timé;
As the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o’crtake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,

Never shall the cross forsake me,
Lo! it glows with peace and joy.”

Nay, indeed, with Paul the great Apostle of the
Gentiles, he could say, this would ever be his
song in this the house of his pilgrimage : ¢ God
forbid that I should glory save in the cross of
the Lord Jesus Christ by whom the world is
crucified to me and I unto the world. I now
found great delight in prayer and meditation;
my conscience was tender and checked me very
often, and in any slip whatever; for still [ fre-
quently fell in thought, in word and deed.
The gay ana passing vanities of the world were
studiously shunned, and detested by me; I
desired solid enjoyment. My character began
to be moulded by the inward working of the
Holy Ghost. I had a great desire to be useful
among my fellow-men; yet I scarcely dared
to expect [ would ever become a minister of
the gospel?”
WiLLiAy, A JoINgR.

and hagd asked, doubtless with

William bad now an intense desire for know-
ledge ; and, as he says, was anxious far more
1o improve his mind than to cultivate the soil
hetrod upon. Heaccordingly began to scheme
how to get education, although quite foreign to
the views of his parents. The plan he proposed
to himself was to learn the trade of house-
carpenter, and thus would he enjoy more
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leisure, and more extensive opportunities of
adding to his stock of intelligence. * I tried,”
he says, *‘to explain my plan to my dear
parents, and others, in a general way, still
reserving a secret intention to be useful to my
fellow-men. I spoke not so freely as I might
have done, lest my scheme might not succeed.
In 1823, when I had reached the age of 21,1
bound myself to serve an apprenticeship, and
to push my fortune in this course, to me alto-
gether new. My father was heartily sorry ; my
dear mother cricd bitterly—and many thought
I was throwing myself away on mere visionary
notione. I had, however, weighed the matter
seriously. I sought and found direction from
God, and I had firmly determined, in the
streagth of His graee, to follow out my design.
I must here notice that, to acquire speedily
a thorough knowledge of my trade, and at the
same time to make great progress in learning,
1 found to be impossible. So I gave undivided
attentionr to my business, hoping that a favour-
able opportunity for study would soon present
itself. Stil I amused mysclf with books, as
much as circumstances would permit. My
time of servitude glided over like a dream, for
1 loved my new mode of living ; baving found,
in general, a more intelligent class with whom
to associate. I pleased my new masters, and
satisfied all partics.” .\gsin, a little onwards,
he found he had much more time than ever for
reading, with first-tate sociable company,
admirably adapted to further his designs.
% Some wondered whereto all this would come.?
In Perth,and the Carse of Gowrie, 25 a journey-
man, during nine years, he prasecated his trade,
with his grand ultimate object cver in view.
It is cvident, however, that hetwas no mean
vworkman, when he could say, at the close : ° §
was one of the carperters caployed in searing
the new charch of Errol,” (noted for its excel-
leacy of workmanship); ¥ madeail the corner
beads of the edifice; wronght all the great
mouldings in the freat of the gallery, and
Jjoined and glucd, perhaps, not fewer than nine
Landred pancls.
IsciozNTs.

At the varions stations where he wronght,
Milzathory, Rinrosy, Perth,)Narie, Errol, Kin-
naind, Ballindene, Balfens, ke found and attend-
od meetings, for rexding and dedating; visited
Sabbath Schools, nssisted in teaching and
addressing, <deplored when  necessitated to
lodge where was no family prager; mejoiced
when called 02 o engage in that exercise, 30
Leavenly, and so adminebly Stted 10 the pre-
pasting of youdg mea for condacling devolions
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in public. In his jourueys to and from home,
which he managed to visit every week, even
when at the distance of seven miles, as well
as in his daily walk {o business and to school,

he was a close student of nature, and could
say:

4 Above—below—where'er I gaze,
Thy guiding finger, Lord, I view

Traced in the midnight plaact's blaze,
Or glistening in the morning's dew.*”

1V hato’cr is beautiful or fair
Is but Thine Own reflection there,
Thy glorv walks in every sphere,
And all things 1wchisper—GOD 1S HERE.”
Thus he looked from nature up to nature’s God.
But in this, he did not rest; he went wpwards
and upwards still to the God of grace, the God
and Fatker of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.
M=. Ross & StopExT.

A fair scholar, in the other common branches
of education was Mr. Ross, <while his penman-
ship was beautiful. He became very desirous
to enter college. Relatives, and ministers faith-
fally endeavoured to dissuade him. In bis per-
plexity ho set out on & visit to a maternal uncle,
a Minister of the Church of England, at Holme,
Spalding-moor, Yorkshire; and, although he
walked the greater part of the way, as it would
scem, he enjoyed himself exceedingly, and was
greatly benefitted by ¢ seeing a little of the
world,” at the same time that he received a
new impulse 6 press cawards. The late Rer.
Jamcs Wilson, Minister of the Pazish of Aber-
nyle, and who took a deep interest in the pro-
gress of deserving young men, encouraged him
tocengagein coliegelife provided he studicd hard
during a fuli, frecyear. A companion hiowever
made knowa to him that ke was just aboutto
go to a University, and William cenld not re-
sist his inflaence and cxample, and so re-
solved toaccompany him.  Persczerance being
his motto, and looking up for a blasing, he felt
assured ke could not fail. He says:—% e
went together to St Andrew's though not at
ali well prepared for cnlering on severe and
Ieagthened stndies. This was in 1832, when L
was 1o lcss than thirly years of age”

FIast sussion.

Ttisnot tobe wondered at, ftom boysof twelte
0% wore years this big,old classfellowshonld re-
ceive the appellation of ¥ Father Ross.™ Yet
nothing cozld disconrage him or reader himself
uabapps. ¥ We commenced,” says be, ¥ our
stzdics with all our powers, and weze not long
in surpassing maay who had had very supesior
advaatages. This was 2o small consolation and
cacosmagement to bothof v Thosgh ost
tadies were very ardaons, we foand that by
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close application we could pass our examina-
tions with credit to ourselves among our fellow
students, and with the approbation of our pro-
fessors. Thismy first session was certainly
the opening of an era in my sbort history, which
may be, as it has already been through infinite
grace, ablessing 1o many, and may cncourage
the enterprising to persevere despite of what-
cver opposition.  Connections were now begun
that bave been highly important, and habits of
thinking and acting and speaking were formed,
which produced a wondrous change on my
vreviously undisciplined mind; while altogether
my improvement appears to me to bave been ag
the shape and polish which the rapid running
stream bas produced on the rough and shape-
1ess stone. I began todoe a little in the wWay of
<omposition, and though I was as ignorant as
<ounld well be of the art, I proceeded with a de-
termination which refused to be overcome by
difficulties. fndced, I am not conscious of haring
«crer enlertained the thought that they couid not
all be surmounted.”

Uszcren Occasioss.

# 1 was highly indebted to the Reverend Wm.
Lothian, of the Iadependent Church of St. An-
drews, whose uniform Christian deportment,
and clegant discourses, and carnestness of
mauner, were greatly valued by students of all
denominations. At 2 special meeting for the
parpose, he evoked and encouraged amission-
ary spirit by giviog <o outline of the denth of
Dr. Carey, and bis distinguished success in the
great work in India. Iwasalso greatly assisted
in having o short account of the labours of a
missionary in plain, unadorned but carncst
words from a worthy man, James Glen.  The
spark was then kindled which has I trust loog
been fanned by the Spirit of God, into flame,
and that it will go on increasing, giving wme
<cause to delight more and more in the great
work.?

O1nts Arts Sessioss.

Ia the second =nd thicd sessions at St An-
drews, besides the classes of philosophy, he
alteaded at least oncin Hcbrew, of which he
scems to kave been particalarly ford. e took
Gis fonrthsession atthe London University, and
i all wasgladdened by reeciving the commen-
dation of the varions professors.

VACATIONS, RIS TNTLOTARNT.

Dxring his vacations ke was always usefelly
<cmployed in terchiag, or being tanght. Indeed
S docenti doceris®  (by  teacking thou ant
taaght,) be practically and resistidly proved to
L wue. %la the sommer of e £t
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vacations,” says he, © I studied under Mr. R, F.
F., then parish schoolmaster of Abernyte, also
aasisted inhis school, and formed a friendship,
which has strengthened day by day, to the pre.
sentmoment.” Then he taught a privatecadven-
turo school at Errol, assisted the Rev. W.Brown-
ing, Tillicoultry, in hislarge, prosperousboarding
lInstitution ; and now in tho Highlands was a
Catechist ; and now finishes by teaching two
seasons, with a fellow student, Mr. Jobn Mac-
Gregor, at the High Strect Academy, Inverness.
In regard to which he says, ¢ Our classes pros-
pered beyond our highest anticipations. We
managed to defray expenses in & respectable
and honourable way. I think our yearly income
of £70 cach wasa very creditable amount. This
sum and £100 which I had Iaid into tho Bank
of Scotland in my hard working youthful days,
together with asmall bursary in my lastsession
enjoyed at St. Andrews, served me most
honourably to pay for my four winter sessions
at college, and five autumn ones at the Disinity
Hall, without being indebted to a single indi-
videal. The Lord was my IHelper. Neither
was he unmindful of me in raising up to me
wany fricnds. Not a few of my companions are
preaching the Gospel with acceptance and
success.”

ScrerISTENDENCE AND CRITICISMS.

“ Durlng my whole course of divinity, I was
under the inspection, either of my professers
(as is usual in the United Secession Chureh) or
(ns is also usual) under the carcof the Preshy-
tery of the District in which I lived—I was
first examined by the Presbytery of Perth,
and then by the Presbylery of Falkirk; I
was three sessions under the care of the Pres-
bytery of Elgin ; and onc under that of the
Presbytery of Loudon. The criticisms of my
discourses were sometimes very flattering, at
other times very scvere, but af tended to
show how 1 ought to bebave mysell in the
Church of the Liviag God, the pillar and
groand of the troth.  Sometimes the remstks
indeed were fitted {0 encourago me in no or-
dinary degree, and at other times o make me
seally know that whilo I gave promisc of being
& vers usefal preaches, there was little Texson
to think I would be vesy popular”

Colixer STMMARY.

41 may yetrefer 1o the fact that some of oy
compositions were landed ia a manwer which [
wight al:most say was extravagant. For in-
stagce; xa Essay on Absteaction in the Logic
class by Dr. James Hunler; s discontso on
TWatchman what of the night? beiote s theo-
logical sociely of sindeats at St Aadrews;
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another on # Thy Kingdom Come,” before the
Rev. A. Browning, Tillicoultry. .Anotherupon
the * Miracles of Christ,” before the Presbytery
of Falkirk; an exegetical exercise before the
Presbytery of Elgin, at Boghole. A discourse
before the same Presbytery,delivered at the Rev,
Mr. Monroe's, Chapel Hill, Nigg, to a congrege-
tion on a Saturday,at the ordicance of the Lord’s
Supper. One at Forres on the Atonement : 2nd
an Essay on the Jews, before Dr. Duncan's class
in the Hell”

Liczxsep.

¢1t has been always cause of thankfulness
and joy to me, however, thet haring gone
through a severe ordeal, I was counted wortky
of being put into the sacred ministry. I bad
the highhoncur of being daly licensed to preach
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the everlasting Gospel in June, 1840. And Lere
it becomes me, with the deepest gratitude, to
say that in all my course as & student, 1 had,
in & very remarkable manner, seen and felt
the hand of my heavenly Master.”

CoxE OFER AND HELP T3.

He novw hears the call which proves aitogcthcl
irresistible.

1 Men of God! Go, take your slations!
Darkness reigns throx‘xﬁhout the carth.
Go, proclaim among thenations
Joy{ul news of hexvenly birth!

Rear the tidings
Of the Saviour's mwatchless worth.

“Whenex
Jesus wil) His own defend,
Gone afar midst focs and strangers
Jesus will appear your fricnd,
And Hispresence
Shall be with you to the end®™

sed to fearful dangers

R.F Y

Hotices and Aebicls.

Histoay or 7iE JEwisH Coctren. By

Dean Stanley.  New York : C. Scribner
& Co.
1866.

Montreal : Dawson Brothers,

confains the substance of
jcctures delivered from the chair
of ceclesiastical history in the
University of Oxford. It cm-

Saul ; the lives of David and
Salameon ; the kingdoms of Istacl and Juda,
with thar kings and prophets, and a very
interesting note on the autharship of the

s of the Uld Testament. Without any
obtrusive pretence of learning. the work
shews, asit were incidentally, great rescarch.
and the flowing, casy, aad graecful style in

which it is wntten, makes it a ey at-
texctive book, cnabling the neader to realize |

mere fully the neality, and human as well
as Dicine interest, which attaches to the

narrative of the Ol Testament, tanse- |

tions to which loag and familiar soquaint.
tance are apt to attach a fcling of some-

thiny shadowy and unreal, as if the actors

in them belonged to a warld of thought and
intcddlect, cnlirddly remotved from that in

l which we move and live. The work is enc
that should be in cvery family.

LeETiERs ox Puruic EbptcaTioN 1Ix
Lower Caxana. By J. . Grham,
AM., Principal of St. Francis College,
Richmend, C.E.

We have reccived a copy of these letters,
i now reprinted in pamphlet form.  The
subject on which they treat is at the present
. moment onc_of great interest to the non
Catholic inhabitants of Lower Canada.

braces a history of the housc of 't We have frequently calicd attention to the

1 alarming cncroachments of the Education
: Qffice. and to claims set up by the Superin-
tendent of Education to contrel the cduca
tional institations of the country. The
+ substitation of works advocating Reman
- Catholic doctrines for the ordinary school
books, which have been used in Commion
i Schonls, is preceeding so apidly, that even
the mast indifferent must, erc long. have
their cyes awakened to the danger of this
- system being longer allowed to continue.
The pamphict now before us, rather under
than ovcr stales ithe cvils now cxisting.
" As a contribution te the histery of the en
creachments of the Romish Church. it is
worthy of persaal, and will furnish food for
thouzht tn these who hiave not hitherto paid
any attention to the subject.
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@he Churehes mud their Llissions.

Preszyre.v or Crear.—The Presbytery
met in the Session House of Parish Church,
Cupar, on Tuesday—The Rev. James Campbell
of Balmerino, Moderator.

Oa the motioa of the Rev. Mr M'Nair, Auch-
termuchty, the Presbytery agreed to record
their sense of the great loss the Church of
Scotland has sustained by the death of Alex-
ander Macduff, Esq., Bonhard, Vice-Convener
of the Endowment Scheme Committec, and
that a letter of sympathy be sent through Mr
Macdaff's brother, the Minister of Falkland, to

is family and relatives.

MIr Fisuer, of Flisk, called the atteation of
the Prasbyters to the removal by death of the
Moderator of the General Assembly, and re-
marked that the Church was, as it tere,
without a head. He thenght that such cases
should incite them all 1o greater diligence in
the prosecution of their work.

Some conversation took place regarding the
Teport of the Presbytery, tobe submitted to the
next meeting of Synod, anent the sums collect-
¢d withia tue bounds on behalf of the Endosw-
raent Scheme of the Church, when Mr Edgar,
Newburgh, stated that he had obteined £24ad-
ditional, nnd Mr M'Nair rcported that Mrs

Bruce of Falkland had given a donalion of
L20) for the cadowment of the Chapel at
Inverticl.

The Monzraton intimated that the Clerk of
the Presbrtery, Mr Brewster of Kilmany, was
prepating an accaunt of all the ministers of the
Preshrtery from the Reformation downwards.
This account Mr Brewster was compiling from
the Presbytery records, but these, in many

cases, were incomplete, and were, he believed, .

Fuppicmented by the vatious Kirk-sessicn pe-
cords. The Moderator asked the members of
the Pocshrtes to assist Mr Brewster, as far as
possibie, by searching their several records, and
tanamiting ans item of umportant or interest-

ag information to Mr Rrewsier, so that the .

work would be made as complele as possible.
Mz Cochrane eatered heartily inte the scheme,
which was approved of by the Preshriery.

The Crexk thea read the following rexsons
for dissent by Mr Fisher, from the judgmeatof
e Preshrlery in graaling at last mecling the
; faveT of the memorial of St Michacl's congre-
gation, Cupar, to be allowed the use of anorgan
13 public worship :—

Iceaase—1. While the memorialists plead
the failure.of the ¥ service of song™ by the con-

3. It has ever been the public and truthfu
boast of this Church that she is emphatically
¢ the Church of the poor man,” and that in her
humblest mission station arc to be ¢ujoyed as
precious services as in her most splendid cathe-
dral ; but now, according to the pleadings, it
is 1o be expected that the Church in which a
rich man worships is that where the beart is to
be most stirred, and most elevated in praise,
and, in this respect, God most honoured.

4. The Church seems to the dissenticat to be
utterly powerless to stem a flood of kindred
innovations now threatening, if 2 beginning be
ellowed to be made.

5. It seems to the dissentinent that, in min-
gling instrumental music with our ¥ psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs,” the distinctive
character of our Presbyterian worship—which
has been so refreshing, even by its simplicity
end hallowed associations to the multitudes of
worshippers in Scotland, and to Scotchmen
throughout the world, for the past 300 years—
is thereby so far metamorphosed, and its iden-
tity with that of the Church of our fathers
effectunlly blotted out.

6. Were the members forming a new commu-
nion, or were the Presbytery free from State
control, they could, in doctirine, worskip,
government, and discipline, or in the vows
concerning them, make any change they might;
bat surcly not so as at present constitated.

7. 1t appears, from the latest Act of Ciril
Law on the subject—1707—that the Church,
apart from the State, is not entitled to sanction
any innovation; and, accordingly, she bhas
never to this momentdone so; and that, should
she of biersc!f sanction any, she thereby renders
insccarc, or, as would scem, indeed forfeits,
ker ¥ rights and privileges,” herstatus and her
stipends. i

S. At ordination, like his bretiren, dissen-
tient declared at the call of the Presbyiery, to
the Great Head, in the face of the future fuch,
and afierwards signed a vow, that he would
neither cause ner foster @ divisiont” in the
Church—but both of which he fecls he would
be doing by joning in the present movement.
Alsog, at the same solemnity hic vowed that he
would, * to the utmost of his joner,
assert, maiatain, and delend the worship as
thea pracfised : 7 and there was na! b, and
there nerer had been, an organ used in public

| Worship 1a any congregation of the Church of

; Scoliand.

gregation, they Gil 1o show that the means ,

recommended in onr ¢ Standards,”™ and which
ave gaite within their reach, and are well pro-
ved 1o be saficicnl, have been duly emplared
¥ them.

2. Whiie dissenticnt does not profess 1o say

P

It instrame.ial @masic 32 pablic xotship .

antiSeriptanl, st he ses no sanction what-
cver mivea to it by Chrisy, or by any of His

Apestics, in setling ap the New Testament .

Charck, which it the declaned model of the
resdFienian Charcd of Scolland.

Roas. Fixntay Fisurs.
O3 the motion of Nr Witiiaxsax, Collcssic,a
Commitlce was appointed lo prepate answers
to Mt Fisker's reasons of dissent..
The Manxravor gave in the anzual report on

. Sabbath Schools, from which it apjpeaned that

the numbes of scholars va the roll within the
bounds of the I'reshytery for the past year was
2205, bring a decrease of six on the previons
vear. The avemage atlendance had been 1028,
shotwing aa ncrease of 137 as compared with
last year. The number of teachers (wale and
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female) was 204, or four more than last year.
The sum of £18 13s 11d had been collected for
missions by the scholars, The Moderator stated
that he had received reports from all the;parish-
es with the exception of one. Mr Fisher moved
adoption of the report, which was agreed to.

Mr Fisuer gave notice that, at next meeting,
he would move to the effect that the Presbytery
overture the General Assembly to issue in-
structions to all the Presbyteries tosce to their
fidelity to the standards of the Church in refer-
ence to the Sabbath, and that a pastoral ad-
dress on the subject should be read from their
pulpits.

The Presbytery then adjourned to the first
Tuesday of May next.

THE COMMUNION SEASON—PROPOSED
IMPROVEMENT.

To the Editor of the Glasgow Herald.

Sir.—In contemplation of the approaching
commaunion, I think it very desirable that the
customs of the Church, as regards that solemn
period, should be reviewed, with az cye to
some improvement. I need hardly state, unless
for the purpose of bringing the whole subject
before vour readers, that the comnrunion in our
Church is preceded by certain preparatory
services, with the view of assisting intending
communicants in the work of sclf-examina-
tion. Thesc preparatory services consist of
two dicts of worship on that is called the
Fast day, in some cases a diet on Friday
cvening, apd ia nearly all another dict on
Saturday. The communion, again, is followed
by a service of thanksgiving on Monday.
Now, my purpose in writing at present
is to inquire if these different services ac-
complish the end in view or not. I believe
most seriously that they do not; and fur-
ther, I am bold 10 say that they are noth-
ing better than a sham. Take, for example,
what is called the Fastday. Is the observance
of that day of such a nature as to call for its
perpetuation in any other sense than as =a
holiday ? I believe not. It is meant as 2 day
of humiliation, and, in the abstract, may be
very proper, butisobserved asaday of festivity,
and thet L,y more than anc-half of the members
of our <v.ngeiical churches.

There is no doubt but that the clergy are
themselves very much to blame for this state
of things, as they will insist upon investing
the occasion with a fuss which should not
Lelong to it.  Whaton earth is the meaning of
gathering troops of strange clergymen to
preach at people with whose circamstances
ther can have no lecal sympathy whatever ?
Ore on the forenoon and anuther on the afier-
noon of the Fast-day, a third on the Friday,
and a fourth on theSaturday, and a fifth, sixth,
seventh, or cighth on the Sunday, while all
the time the presiding minister is sitting in his
own pew, and berond preaching on Sunday
morning, and serving a table, takes merely a
general superintendence of this, the most
solemn work of the ministry.  If I understand
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper aright, I
would say that it is an occasion on which a
faithful minister should be very near indeed to
his people, and instead of leaving the work of
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preparation to any of his brethren, he should
do it himself, as he should be the only, or at
least the best calculated to deal with his people
on such a solemnity.

It may be urged against this view that it
would entail too much work upon the clergy-
man, but I have known cases in which a
minister bas preached twice on a Fast-day
(not his own) ; then on the Saturday at an-
other place, and in his cwn pulpit on the Sunday
following. But is there any reason fer all this
preaching? 1 am sure there is not. If a
minister would only fill his own pulpit on the
preparation days, I think that his people would
readily excuse him from getting up a set
discourse. The diets of worship could really
be made diets of worship, by means of praise,
prayer, and reading of and commenting on
passages from the Holy Scriptures which are
calculated to be suitable to the induction of a
frame of mind fitted for the occasion, without
bringing ministers from 21l parts of the country,
preaching to a people who in many cases do
not understand their style, and in many cases
sermons twhich origiaally were never meant
for the solemnity of a communionseason. I am
glad to say that there are symptoms of improve-
ment looming in the distance, and in more than
one quarter ministers of the Church of Scotland
are themsclves conducting the communion
services. No doubt they will be called inno-
vators, but the Christian feeling and common
sense of their people will commend them fer
endeavouring to break down a system whicn
really has not a leg to stand upon—I am, &c.,

Ax Erper oF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

PROFESSOR MILLIGAN, OF ABERDEEN,
ON THE SABBATH QUESTION.

N the afternoon of Saturday,
the Rev. Professor Milligan,
of the University of Aberdeen,
delivered the third and last of
his coursc of lectures on the
Decalogue, in the Music Hall
Buildings, Aberdeen. Ason the
two preceding occasions, there
was a8 large and attentive
audience.

In the concluding lecture, Professor Miiligan
proceeded to notice the Sabbath question,
viewed in the light of those principles which
he cnunciated in the two previous lectures.
It was obvious that the obligation to observe
one day in scven 8s a Sabbath under tie New
Testament, corresponding to the Sabbath under
the 014, could not he rested upon the Fourth
Commandment exclusively, or with any special
force. He procecded to show that the obli-

gation was grounded upon thosc principles
which lay at the bottom of the whole Jewish
cconomy. The Fourth Commandment was
part of an cconomy which, in its particular
form, was designed to serve only ) temporary
purpose, and in its form as 8 commandment it
i cxisted no more for us. That commandment,
i however, had never been formally repealed,

bul nowhere in the New Testament, while
admitting that the letter was not to be observ-

.' ¢d, was there o statement which repealed that
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letter. To say that the simple example of our )
Lord and his Apostles repealed it was not
enough. One might understand the ground-
ing of a new commandment upon such an
example; bLut that it should be enough to
repeal an old and solemnly given command-
ment, he could not understand. Either, there-
fore, He who declared * till heaven and carth
pass one jot or oue tittle shall in nowise pass
from the law till all be fulfilled,” had left Ilis
followers under that letter, or set them free
from it in some other way thau by repealing it.
Surely the special day which God enjoined to
be kept holy was a * jot or tittle” of the law—
in reality, it was more. But evena ¢ jot or
titile” of the law we bad no right to change.
The fact with which we had to deal was that
there had been n change ; and the conclusion
was irresistible that the Fourth Commandment,
in the special form in which it was set before
us in the Decalogue, was not binding upon
Christians. With reference to the theory that
the commandment referred to one day in seven,
rather than to the seventh day, the Rer. Pro-
fessor said that statements of that nature were
calcnlated to throw suspicion on our whole
interpretation of the Scripturc. No one could
rcad the words of the cummandment in a
straightforward, honest spirit without secing
that what it spoke of was not one day in seven,
but the seventh day. The duty of dedicating
to the worship of God one day in seven was
not moral. It was a positive law—a law which
must be traced to the authority of the Law-
giver. Its being placed in the midst of the
moral law did not prove it to be moralin itself,
hut it might illustrate the importance which
the Lawgiver attached to the precept. He
further proceeded to show that the idea of the
Fourth Commandment was not reached by
substituting one day of the week for another
as a holy day. The principle by which the
Apostle Paul determined that question was,
that as every creature of God was good, that
all time was equally sacred, and tbat lic who,
o1t of regard to the Lord, esteemed every day
alike, exhibited the power of faith in 2 not less
real and true form than he who from the same
motives made distinction of days. After
cxplaining the relation which the positive
institutions under the Mosaic cconomy bore to
the Christian, he went on toshow that the same
principle was applicable to the question notw
under notice, and that the Sabbath of the
Fourth Cominandment was typical of no par-
ticular ordinance now, but of a far higher and
more glorious thought—of Christian joy, and
privileges uninterrupted aad cteraal. Speak-
ing of the grounds upen which the Sabbath
resied, as expressed in Scripture, he said it was
impossible to notice the many different theories,
which had been broached upon the subject, and
Le would only say, therefore, in regard tothem,
that the very fact of their existence ought to
make men tolerant upon the point.  Professor
Milligan, towards the conclusion, spoke as
follows on the duty of the Church at the pre-
sent crisis :—While the view taken leaves us
obedience to the Divine will as & ground of
obligation for the Lord's Dar, it at the same |
time delivers us from those scruples by which l
the freedom and joyfulness of so accepling it
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are limited or destroyed in many minds.
These scruples exist, and it i3 the Church’s
duty to remove them. It is her duty not only
to guide her members to holy living, but to
deliver them from those petty and vexatious
doubts which weaken their faith and destroy
their peace. Remember the striking words of
St. Paul—¢Him that is weak in the faith
receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.”
Not of course that this is to be done at the
cxpense of truth; but if any teaching has a
natural tendency to create scruples, that alone
would be to me a powerful argument that there
is something in it defective or wrong. Let us
look at the matter before us in this light. To
rest the obligation of the Lord’s Day upon the
Fourth Commandment, either alone or mainly,
is, it appears to me, ineviiably to introduce
perplexity into the mind. No doubt, there are
thousands of the very excellent of the earth
who do not feel this; but that i3 sim} 1y because
in their own decp and happy Christian
experience they have so transfigured and glo-
rificd the law that there remains for them no-
thing in it except its element of life and
liberty. It is not so with thousands of others.
You tell them that they must take the Fourth
Commandment gs their law. You persuade
them to do o, and they do it. What is the
conscquence ? They cannot literally carry it
ont. They arc compelled to modify it. The
sccret fecling immediately arises in their miuds
that they are dealing with 2 law of God as
their conscience tells them they dare not deal
with it. They begin to fear that, under the
pressure of circumstances, they are modifying
it as they have no right to do; thatin every
modification which they may make they may
be insensibly humouring themselves when they
should only please God; that they may be
viclding more than they ought to the demands
of worldly interest or seifish gratification.
That is not only a wrong, it is a most danger-
ous state of things. It destroys the simplicity
of childlike obedience : it dims the singleness
of eve which alone makes the body full of
light: it habituates a man to doing what he is
doubtful hc should do, it cuts at the very
root of the life of faith. Against all that
would promote such a state of mind it is the
duty of the Church most seriously to guard.
Yet to rest the obligation of the Lord's Day
mainly upon the Fourth Commandment is. in
the present state of society, to foster rather
than to remove such scruples. In so resting,
the Church must cither be a party to nourisi-
ing what it is one of her first dutics to remove,
or she must be content to ignore the fact—and
she dots ignore it—that her teachwng is not
producing its legiimatc and logical con-
scquences. The one course is to be faithless to
her high vocation. The other is, from 2 con-
sciousness of her weakness, to countenance a
hollowness of obedicnce which must speedily
and effectually sweep away all obedience that
is worthy of the name. It scems to me that
this must be, in thousands of minds, the wevi-
table result of what is at least most character-
istic of the present tone of teaching upon the
point. How are we to avold it? Rest the
obligation of the Lord’s Day upon the ground
of the general principle cxpressed in the whole
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revelation of God, and not upon the command-
ing letter of a positive law with which we have
little to do, and to which no man can be faith-
ful.  After pointing out and commenting
briefly on the many advantages of rightly
viewing such a question, the Rev. Professor
concluded bis interedting lecture as follows:
Entertaining views and feelings such as these,
I cherish the hope that the present controversy
will lead only to a good result. Yet I should
bo false to my own convictions if I did not
add that the struggle to preserve the sanctity
of the Lord’s Day will be a hard one. In
respect both to this and to many other points
of Diving truth of an even more momentous
character, we have already passed into a trou-
bled and anxious time. Happy they who can
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cater their chambers and shut their doors about
them—who can hide themselves, as it were,
until the indignation be overpast. But that
cannot be the privilege of all. May those who
are placed in the front of the battle have given
to them, above everything else, a single eye, an
open, honest mind, and a determination to
abide at every hazard by truth, and nothing
but truth., What is before us we cannot say.
But this we know, that the God whom we serve
is the God of truth; that, if we satisfy our-
selves what His truth upon this and all other
questions is, and if we cling to that truth with
a grasp which nothing can relay, we shall have
Iim upon our side; and even to fail in such a
cause i3 victory.

Hliscellancous,

DR. NORMAN McLEUD ON TRE BRITISI
FLAG. .

R.NORMAN McLLEOD said:
the first thing I saw on cn-
tering the meeting to-night
wag this flag here—(point-

LJ ingtothe Union Jack). You
know that is the flag of your

2 country. Very well, that is the

bravest flag in the world.

(Cheers.) It is the flag of the

finest country on the face of the

carth, (Cheers.) There is not

& country in the world—angd I

have been in many—1Uike it. (Rencewed cheers.)

I have been in ever so many, and I never saw

more beautiful hills, more beautiful lochs, more

beautiful valleys than those of our country.

And there is not a town in the whole world to

be compared with Edinburgh. (Cheers.) There

15 not a country in the world that has more

beautiful songs; and there is no music that will

make you laugh, and greet, and dance equal to
the old Scotch music. (Chicers ) There is not

a country on the face of the carth where you

have more Gospel truth—where you have such

Sabbath schools—where there is a clergy more

carnest in instructing young and old in the fear -

of the Lord. What 1 have to say to you is—
wherever you go on the face of the carth you
are not to forget that flag, and you are not to
disgrace your country. Over the whole world
there are Scoichmen. I have preached to
Scotchmen in Russia, in Sweden, in Americen,
in Egvpt, in Turkey, in Ita)ly—there 1s hardly
a place where I have not preached to Scotch-
men: and these geaerally bave been an honour
to their country except whea they take todrink,
and then they become the biggest blackguards
on the facu of the carth. (Laughter and cheers.)
Then, upon the whole, there is not a country,
for the population, on the face of the carth that
has contributed to the whole civilized world
such a highly cducated and such a thoroughly
respectable and sedate people as the Scottish

nation. You may leave yuur country, you may
go to Australia, India, or America, and may be
away for forty or fifty years—I have met a man
that had been fur sixty years away from bhis
native land—but never be estranged from the
old country—its songs, its habits and customs,
and its Church—and never be ashamed of, Lut
honour it. (Cheers.) You must not onc of
you disgrace it. If you become sailurs and go
on board a man-of-war, fight and die at the
guns sooner than disgrace that flag. If you be-
come soldiers and go to battle, and hear the
old charge that was given at Waterloo, “ Scot-
land for ever "—wherever you go, never dis-
grace that flag. If cast among savages, or
among those that have no liberty, never by
cruelty, wickedness, or cowardice disgrace your
flag, but by justice, truth, kindness, and all you
| have always learned in the old country, see
{ and do honour, boys, to the old fiag. (Loud
!

!

i

cheers.) Certainly some of you will go to dis-
tant parts of the world. Well, next to the fear
always confess, the religion that God has taught
© you iu your youth. (Cheers.) Wherever you go,
¢ ¥You arc not to disgrace that fiag. That fiag
t flies in every breeze over the whole earth—flut-
, tering in the far East where the sun rises, and
scen between you and the setling sun in the far
West of the Pacific.  Go nortk, south, east, or
; west, the British flag fliecs—amid the icc of
1 Hudson's Bay, and near the South Pole. Beyond
i the word of God, Ido notknowanything that has
¢ & more hallowing effect than the remembrance
i of carly years at home. I do not know anything
, that has & grealer power over men than the re-
+ membrance of the old country. Itreally becomes
i the very religion of the heart; and perhaps the
! very words I am saying now may in after years
i be remembered by some of you. Whatever you
| do, or wherever you are, never forget your
; country—never dishonour your country’s fiag,
i and always leve and be obedient to your coun-
1 tr¥’s God—the God about whom you have been
instructed n your Sabbath schcol. (Loud
cheers.)
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ANOMALIES OF THE SERMON SYSTEM.

Some offence appears to have been taken at
remarks made here and there, and especially
bere, regarding the statistics of preaching or
sermon making lately exhibited by the Very
Rev. Dean Ramsay. Speaking for ourselves, no
offence was intended ; but it would show either
hypocrisy or inexperience to express surprise at
it baving been taken. In things clerical or ec-
clesiastical, nothing can be said, beyond an as-
severation whatever i3 is right, but offence will
Le taken, motives imputed, and bad words pro-
jected. The suggestion we ventured to throw
out had for its sole motive & desire to afford re-
lief at once to the clerical profession and to the
vast public to which that profession ministers.
Far from slighting the necesssity or the value
of preaching, our anxiety wes to have it im-
proved. Not even the quantity, stated in so
startling 2 manner by the Dean, was objected
to—and surely there is nothing disrespectful in
speaking of the importance of maintaining or
cven improving the quality. We did not argue
for fewer sermons, but, on the contrary, for
better sermons; and, still more, the suggestion
was that there might be better preaching, not
only without greater labour, but with greater
ease, tc the preachers. Nevertheless, and as
usual, the remarks have been taken in bad part
by sume of the very people whom they were in-
tended to ease, if not expected to please; and,
in Londun and elsewhere, some of the “ urgans”
kept for that purpose have been grinding rather
angry tuues upon the well-meant theme.

Retaliation, too, has been resorted to—chiefly
in the shape of as-c:tion, that the press talks
wore and no better than the pulpit. But, then,
besides the notorious fact that two blacks do
not make a white, there is the fact that we
ncither maintained the press to be white, nor
the pulpit to be black. Nevertheless, the at-
tempted comparison is or may be made some-
what useful, both by exhibiting more clearly
the details of the case, and by its teveai-
ing as in a flash the difference not only
between the two of those things fallaciously
compared, but between. one of those things and
1ost all other things whick occupy the thoughts
and speech of men.  Our esteemed clerical
cuntemporary the Palriol gives us, as the result
of alittle calculation of Lis own, the tutal of
2 nillion of articles on polities” put forth an-
naally by the newspaper press—which Le quite
rightly infers to comprise ¥ an awful amount
of nonscense,” and quite wrongly declares to be
no more reasonable or necsssary than the an-
nual four millious of sermons. Passing over
the questlon how far our contemporary may
Lave exaggerated the numbcer of © articles,” ke
has failed duly to note that, generally speaking,
an article is not one-tunth the length of & scr-
mon, and that, after all, the short articles num-
ber only one-fourth of the long sermons. So
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mons, refer to things old, eternal, unchanged,
and unchangeable. From all ends of the earth
we have news every day—from beyond the
carth (we speak it reverently) we have had no
news this 1800 years. The article of to-day
deals with something that was not known or
had not happened till yesterday-—the sermon of
last Sunday deals in the main with matters that
were equally open to be dealt with, and had in
fact been more or less dealt with, any previous
Sundays of many previous centuries. Whatis
almost necessary, new and useful in the one case
is almost as necessarily a repetition in the other.
Moreover, it must not be forgotten that a sort
of originality in each cf the million of articles
is indispensable to the continued existence
of the press, whilst originality in cach
of the four millions sermons is not indispensa-
ble to the continued existence of the pulpit. A
printed Patriof survives perusal, and has a cer-
tain ubiguity ; but a spoken sermon perishes in
the delivery, and does not travel beyond its
hearers. And thus, although the same sermon
were preacked simultanecously ic Exeter and In-
verness, ncither audience could ever have occa-
sion to feel that the other's pulpit was super-
fluous; but if the same articles were appearing
simultaneously in the Palriot and the Record,
the public would certainly discover the coinci-
dence, and reduce the one or the other of those
invaluable periodicals to a choice between
originality or annihilation. Hence, unless we
adopt the absurd belief that there are too many
newspapers in existence, we must have the mil-
lion separate articles. But we need not bhave
the four million original sermons. They cost a
useless waste of power. There are only fifty
Sundays in the year; and a score of © head-
centres” could produce and circulate over
the land cnough to fill up the time far more
profitably than is done in most cases. Not 2
church would be thinned of its attendance, and
the remainning hosts of learned clerks would
bave opportunity of becoming still more learned
and more useful.

It is really worth while to reflect whether,
viewed 1n the light of ccriain results, this
spendthrift siyle of using up our preaching
power is not & serious practical evil. We do
not complam of it as a hardship that so much
strength should be expended on thie moral teach-
ings of Christianity, for no man doubts that
these need even more repetition, enforcement,
and new applicatiun than they receive from the
pulpit or clsewhere. But it need hardly be said
that, according to the prevailing practice, in-
terpretation is very much more in demand than
cxhortation.  With both preachers and congre-
gations the most accepiable course is to speak
and hear, not about the plainer and weightier
watters of the lawv—rwhat things we are to do,
and what leave undone; but todevote ourselves
to the consideration of what we ought to think,

. or rather what we conceit oursclves able to

that, even arithmetically, his comparison is fal-

Iacious and worthless. But, far more, he is
comparing things unlike—things so different
that what is necessary as to the one may be
unpermissable or impossible as to the other.
Newspaperarticlesrefer cvery morning to things
new, transitory, changed, and changiong. Ser-
mons, or at all events the great majority of ser-

arguc. Now, if all or most people were agreed in
interpretation, or if even the much interpreting
tended to produce agreement, it would hardly
be possible to suppress the misgiving which
arises, not only to the needlessness but as to the
sinfulness of this incessant explaining. But
then we have before us all, as before our an-
cestors, the melanctoly fects that there islittle
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agrecment, and that that little is always getting
less, Take Christendom or at least Protestant
Christendom—take any one country, any one
town, any one street—and you find diverse in-
terpretations preached every day. Take the
former ages of the Christian era, and compare
them with this age—~the old controversies are
here yet. and new ones are continually being
added, accumulating in increasing pile over the
simple truth, each disputable assertion calling
forth and in a manner necessitating reply.
There i3 one way of accounting for all this—
for incessant explanation failing to produce
either understanding or concord. It may be
that men seek to be wise above what is written
~tofind in the divine oraclesmore thanis there
—to make plain what was meant to remain in
mystery—to give magnitude to minulie—to
make essential what is indifferent. This isa
formidable explanation of the superabundance
and the nnfruitfulness of merely exegetical
preaching, but the alternative is shocking—that
the Creator has given his creatures a revelation
which they are not quealified to understand.
May there not, howerver, be an explanation
given such as to free us from the necessity of
cmbracing either alternative? Isit not just
conceivable that a bad husbanding of the inter-
preting force at our command has something
to do with the woful want of unity in the inter-
pretations set before us? And therefore, grant-
ing that preaching ought to remain, as it is,
mainly expository, ceasing to insist that there
is room enough for quite as much preaching as
we now have in other departments of religion
~plenty of sin to combat, pride to rebuke, of
s0rrosw to soothe-—still the case for the reform
bumbly suggested by us already is only
strengthened. For all kinds of preaching, ex- .
pository preaching must require the highest
qualities ; and all we said and say comes to this
—that without presuming to question that all
the 40.000 preachers in this Island possess such
qualities, it really may be questioned whether
they all possess those qualities in an equal de-
gree. The whole suggestion and offending had
this extent, no more—that possibly there might
in this as in all other industrics be advantage
in introducing something of that division of
labour which goes evento the making of a pin ;
and surely even one sermon is worth many pins.
Why should it be assumed, in the clerical pro-
fession, more than in any other, that every man
is cqually fitted to do cverything? The as-
sumption was always and everywhere wrong,
and never so wrong as at this timeand in Scot-
land. In about twenty years, the number of
churches and preachers among us bes pretty

nearly doubled, and the intelligence, and quite
as much the inquiringoess, of congregations
has more than doubled. Qf course, the supply i
asto mere number has been made something |
like cqual to the demand—but has the quality i
improved fourfold? The laws of nature and of
trade alike render that an impossibility—no
community of the size could furnish so great a
number of men intellectually fitted for such
tasks; and, as the price has rather gone down
whilst the demand has been rising, such men, |
supposing they existed, would not come when

they were called.  Therefore there is nothing

upreasonable, though there may be something !
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unpalatable, in the suggestion that, as, taking
quantity into account, the supposed demand far
exceeds the actual supply, there should be some
economising of the material, after *he plan of
making more use of the best matr ~ial, and less
of the bad.

PREACHING AND PREACHERS.

Tug Rev. James Cranbrook, in one of his
Sunday evening services lately, preaching from
Ezekiel, ch. xxxiv,v. 22, on the subject of
Preaching and Preachers, made special referen-
ce to Dean Ramsay's statistics of the number of
sermons preached every year in Great DBritain,
and to our supplementary statistics as to the
hearers, &c. Mr Cranbrook considers the
questioa a very serious one. Ile says:—

& There can be no doubt that, notwithstand-
ing this quantity of preaching which is going
on, and has beea going on for years, therc is
growing up around us an amount ofignorance,
vice, brutality, and misery which is perfectly
appelling. Read these accounts about the
casual ward paupers, and about the vagrant
boys of Loundon ; read over the statistics of
crime and of poverty as they are furnished
from every part of this kingdom, and then tell
me whether you think those 75,000 scrmons
every Sunday can have been doing their proper
work effectually. Nay, what do these preachers
themselves constantly tell us about their suc-
cess in that particular department about which
for the most part they chiefly concern them-
selves—I mean the department of building up
the nation in religious or theological doctrine 7
They tacitly tell us their preaching has been a
failure, for they are ever crying out that unye-
lief, scepticism, infidelity, and heresy, in all
manner of forms, are fearfully increasing, and
that all the younger men are led away by Ger-
man Rationalism or by Materialistic Positivism.
If it be so, whose fault must that be? \.\'hat !
are not 75,000 sermons cvery week sufficient to
expound, guard, and build up in the faith, if
indeed there be the power to expound, guard,
and build up in the faith ? And besides, this
failure which is so generally by implication
confessed with their own lips, I bave mistaken
the end of preaching if there be not another
Religious truth is properly the inspiration of
all that is truest, purest, and noblest in man.
Religious teaching should, therefore, ever be
the foremost in leading men on in all forms of
intellectual, moral, and social progress. From
Religious teachers they should ever receive—
and especially the young should everreceive—
their most powerful impulses to all enlightened
inquiry, to all refinement, to all bigher good-
ness and righteonsness, to all improved condi-
tions of life. Do preachers, does preaching,
cffect this? Is it under tha impuise of ser-
mons men have made the immense progress
that has been made in recent days in science,
in political and social life, in everything which
can enlighten and bless mankind?  The
ctiguette of these public preachings fortunately
spares you the pain of giving me an answer;
but [ cannot imagine it to be otherwise than
uzanimous. Well, then, I concur with the
newspapers generally in the opinion they have
been cxpressing about these 75,000 sermons of
yours. I fear they jare failures. They do not o
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the work they should. They have let the think-
ing run into infidelity, heresy, and other such
things. They have let a terrible mass of crime,
poverty, and wmisery grow up in the midst of
our civilization and Christianity. And they have
not led men on in science, knowledge, reflne-
ment, and a higher social life. I fear few people
listen to them because they find ecither pleasure
or profit in listening, but simply because it
seems g religious duty connected with the
worship of God. But now I have admitted all
this, I turn round and ask you whose fault is
the failure? At whose door does the sin lie ?
Who is answerable for the preachers and their
sermons being no better and more successful
than they are? Why have they not led the
thinking of the most advanced ? Why have
they left unredeemed the pauper and criminal
populativn of the land ? Why, simply because
you, the people, have made them what they
arc ; because the generality of taem could not
from the nature of things rise above the average
of their fellow-countrymen ; because you have
set the limits of their thought and action ; they
&re your representatives and mirrors, the reflec-
tions uf your own notions, thought and teaching
—Ilike people, liko parsons and priests. Their
Tailures are the failures of society. Their want
of high aims and progre s is the want common
10 them and their people. And then, besides
this, there is a second cause acting upon them;
cotgregations are for the most part intolerant
of the progress of their preachers in thought
and action ; they rigidly mark out iimits which
the preachers must not pass over without ren-
dering themselves liable to the charge of heter-
odoxy,and all the material consequencgs which
How frum such a charge. It is very rarely,
indeed, that & congregation believes there is
any truth which remains for it to find out.
Preachers are at the best only expected to
bring new illustrations of the old received dog-
mas ; and woe be to their reputation if they
venture to go beyond the dogias or to question
their absolute truthfulness.” And this is the
case cven with most of the congregations
which are called liberal—they tolirate and
rather like 8 smattering of beterodoxy in amild
form, and up to 8 certain point. It scems to
shed a sort of intellectual halo around the mem-
bers individually, of which they are proud.
Bat if the unhappy preacher, deceived by this
apparent love for the truth, independently of
thie reputation of it, should, in the eager search
after it, e led beyond the prescribed limits—
if, pushing the principles bis congregation have
already admitted to their logical conclustons,
Le be forced into conviclions which they,
caring nothing about logic or consistency,
thiok ultra and shocking, but which he yet
boldly and Lonestly announces, why, then,
where is he to find the bread for bis childr n ?
of, ifhe be a minister of the Established Church,
how is he to endure the social ostracism, the
tranding fur dishonesty to his confession, &c.,
to which he will bave to submit? * ¢ ¢ Tg
nie, therefore, it scems ungencrous to blame
the preachers and their preaching for not being
more, or doing more, than their congregations
and society allow. If you want the reflection
of yourselves in the mirrors you set up to be
more graceful, you must first improve you_
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graces. And that i3 the practical lesson for
the sake of which I bave taken up and beern
dwelling upon this subject. I think societr is
prepared for & step in advance if there were
but courage t6 take it. These outbursts in the
newspapers from time to time, which the
msjority applaud, show that men's hearts are
longing for higher truthg—truths in harmony
with every-day thoughts and life; they want
the problems of life as they are presented to
this age solved ; they want to find out God’s
law by which society must be regulated, and
the terrible disgrace the pauper and criminal
popuiation brings upon them effaced. They
would be thankful, and are thankfii, to any
man attempting to solve these problems. And
the pettish complaints we hear about preachers
and their preaching seem {o me only to indi-
cate that they naturally look to those standing
up between God and men, and professing to
be the expounders of his will, for the solution
of these problems, and for guidance to, and
utteiance of, that higher truth fo: which their
hearts are longing. But the fac* i3, they dare
not tell the preachers so. The preachers and
the hearers stand in mutual fear of .ach other.
The hearer dares not utter all the doubt and
misgiving in his heart for fear the preacher
shouid denounce him as an unbeliever, and
thiak ill of him ; and the picacher dares not
tel all he knows lest he should bs thought
¢ unsound,’ and the seats in his church should
become vacant. And so, through & cowardly
reticence, cnforced by reciprocal fears of each
other, the preachers and hearers of the present
day are scparated in sympathies, and Gods
real work fer us in the world is impeded.

t And where the mischief of this chiefly lies
ig in the effect produced upon the most intelli-
gent of the aged and the young. It is they who
feel the dissonance between their thought and
conceptiouns of life and the preaching of the day.
Those who do not exceed the average sttain-
ments may easily be satisfied with that which
is the simple reflection of such attainment. But
the young are rising higher, and the number of
those who have risen higher is daily increasing.
What can they do but turn with weariness
from what has to them no possible interest, and
only represents thoughts and feelings out of
which they have long ago grown? What is
wanted, then, is the courage to realize to onc’'s
self these facts, and to meet them. And the
courage is ncedr 1 upon both sides—that of the
preachers and the hearers. I am quite sure that
those preachers who are true to the light of
God within them will never fail to find a re-
sponse from the hearis of men; and it is the
bounden duty of a preacher, whether he find a
response or not, to be true to his light. But
what I wish now more especially to say is, you
will never find preachers honest and natural—
that is, you will never find the generality of
them so—auntil you are honest and natural.
You will nezer find them resolutely facing the
difficultics of this age, and endeavouring to
meet 1ts wants, until you right carnestly face
them, and make the endeavour. Let the people
determinately set their minds to scek out all
Gods truth—Ilet them no! childishly fear the
bughear of heresy and false doctrine—Tlet them
firmiy believe God will help them towards more
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light all that honestly seck it—let them learn
to recognize the difference between religious
feeling and theological dogma—Ilet them be-
lieve God is related to the common objects and
cornmon duties of life—Ilet them avow it freely
and all the consequences, and it would soon be
found that a new life and character would be
imparted to the 75,000 Sunday sermons of the
land.”

DEAN RAMSAY'S LECTURE ON PREACEH-
ING AND PREACHERS.

JOCCLARITY IN THE PULPIT—ROWLAND HILL'S
ODDITIES.

There is a quality by which the pulpit of the
medi®val period is distinguished, and that is a
prevalence of an oddity, quaintness, and ec-
centricity—nay, even sometimes of what may
be termed a degree of jocularity—I mean in
some preachers, for many medieval preachers
are uniformiy grave and dignified. Inall ages
of the Church this characteristic has appeared
at times in the sermons of her ministers, not, I
think, apparent in the preaching of the more
early preachers. It broke out in the Middle
Ages, and has ever since formed a topic for
men’s amusement. I have, in the first lecture,
under the head of dulness in sermons, given you
some specimens of quaint commencements by
preachers for the purpose of exciting the more
lively attention of their hearers. But we now
are dealing rather with that which certainly
seems an extraordinary ingredient of & sermon
—I mean a display of the preacher’s wit or
hamour. 1 daresay the case of the late Row-
land Iill occurs to the minds of many of my
hearers as a preacher whose discourses were
often distinguished in a remarkable degree by
oddity and humour. When preaching at Wap-
ping—a district on the Thames of which the
people have always been lax in their moral
conduct and religious observances—he pressed
upon them the freeness of the offer of pardon
and of mercr. He assured them of grace be-
ing shown to the worst of sinners. Iudeced, as
he told them, even such wapping sioners as they
were might hope to be forgiven. This is preity
well matched by the mode in which a medieval
preacher enforced the lesson of a teaching
Church and a learning people. He showed
how ministers were to work vigorously, and
how the people were quietly to attend, and he
does so well and powerfully. But we can
bardly avoid smiling when he quotcs, it illus-
tration of this great truth, Job i., 14— The
oxen were ploughing, and the asses feeding be-
side them.” Take another specimen of Row-
land Hill's oddity. In his time a practice had
become fashionable of lagics wearing high
showy head-dresses, called top-knots. Preach-
ing to a congregation where he wished to put
down this unscemly and vain display, as he
considered it, as it had become common amongst

some farmers’ daughters, and annoved Mr. )

Hill, so he gave out for his text, Matthew xxiv,,
17— Let him that is on the house-top not
come down;” and then he pointed out how
there was & probibition of such head-gear in
the words, * Top-not, come down!" The
writings of Anthoay of Padua, a medimral
preacher whom I bave already named, may be

i
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set against this fanciful use of Secriptural
language in Rowland Hill. e i3 full of it.
Thus he compares penitents to elephants. He
ccmpares apostles to ichneumons, hypocrites
to hywenag, merciful men to cranes, and sinners
he compares to hedgehogs. The humour or wit,
or even buffoonery of the pulpit, is a very
curious question in the history of preaching.
In the Middle Ages much use was made of this
unseemly element, and with much that was
sound, and awakening, and beauntiful. Some
preachers there were who introduced allusion3
sometimes $o gross, and sometimes so grotesque,
that one wonders how they could be tolerated
when so much was heard from the pulpits of
the time that wasserious, Scriptural and solemn.
Bat this jocular style seems to have been con-
sidered a legitimate part of the preacher's office,
and was in fact reduced to a system. It was
called Barlettanding (ars Barlettandi), from a
preacher Gabriel Barlatti, who was celebrated
for it.
PREACBING OF THE REFORMATION PERIOD.

The division of our subject which comes next
in orderafter mediwval preaching, is the preach-
ing of the Reformation period. Those were
stirring times, and called forth men’s keenest
feclings, and they tested the sincerity of men's
profession. The pulpit was, of course, a main
instrument, both in attacks upon the Romish
supremacy, and in its defence. What aninstru-
ment did the pulpit become in such hands as
those of Luther, Calvin, Knox, Latimer, Ridley,
and others. With these men there was this
difference between them and ordinary preachers.
When they preached they proclaimed truths
which they knew might cost them their life or
their liberty, and with many what they uttered
in the pulpit with their lips they sealed on the
scaffold with their blood. I must be brief on
this portion of our subject, but I have selected
as example portions of the preachings of Lati-
mer, our own reformer and martyr. Latimer’s
is a charming character—a joyous, indeed we
may say a jolly character. There may be other
reformers, says Principal Tulloch, that more
engage our admiration : there is no one that
more excites our love. Iis sermons partake of
his own nature, and to this day are full of point,
and are great favourites with all that take in-
terest in them to read them, notwithstanding
their quaint old English.

LATIMERS ATTACRKS ON THE DRESS OF LADIES.

Latimer often turns upon the ladics, and
attacks their abomination in dress. © What
was hker swadlyng cloth wherein lady Mary
layed the wyng of heaven and earth? No®
doubt it was poor gere ; peradventure it was
her kercheefe which she tooke from her head,
or such like gere; for I think Mary had not
much finc gere. She was not trimnied up as
our women are now a dayes ; I think indede
had never a vardyogalle ; for she used no such
superfiuities as our fine damsells do now a days,
for in the olde tyme women were content with
honest and single garmentes. Now they have
found out these roundabouts; they were not
invented then ; the devil was not so cunnyng
to make such gere; he found it out afterwards.
Therefore Mary had it not. I will say this, and
yet not judge other bodyes hartes, but only



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

speake after daly appearaunce and experience.
No doubt it was nothing but a token of fayre
pride to wear such vardyngales, and I there-
fore thinke thet every godly woman should set
them aside.” What Master Latimer meant by
tbe ladies’ ¢ roundaboutes,” which he attributes
tu Satan’s invention, and how far, if they have
such, they would take his advice after 300
years ¢ to get them aside,” Ileave to the inge-
nuity of my lady hearers. (Laughter.)

FREACHERS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

The section of our subject which embraces
the preachers of the Church of England is in-
deed sufficiently comprehensive in itself to oc-
cupy many lectures. What a number of great
names rise up before us at the mention of this
section of the Christian Church! What a
variety of styles! What a diversity of power!
What a fund of learning, of acuteness, and of
zeal may be suggested by the very mention of
the Anglican pulpit! What a fund of learned

discourses and of sound reasoning is comprised-

in the Bampton Lectures alone! What clear-
headed, shrewd, and even witty discounses are
supplied by such men as South—rwhat accurate
moral analysis by such men as Barrow—what
sound scriptural exposition by such men a3
Lightfoot and Horsley—what elegant practical
instruction by such men as Tillotson, Sherlock,
and others—and what learning, beauty, and
grace do we find in England’s favourite preacher
and divine, Jeremy Taylor. Taylorisa charac-
ter {o be loved, and whilst we admire, nay,
whilst we reverence the high powers and
quelities of a mind o majestic and so piercing
as that of Dr. Hooker, whilst wo contemplate
with wonder the copious diction, the inexhaus-
tible faculty of illustration and analysis in J.
Barrow, we think of the matchless eloquenco
and winning words of Jeremy Taylor with af-
fection and delight. Taylor has been styled
the Shakspere of theology; and the comparison
is due to his exuberant imagination, and the
charm which, like Shakspere, he throws over
the most ordinary topics by the play of his rich
fancy, and the graceful selection of epithets and
similes which he employs for his illustrations.
Taylor was one¢ of the most learned of our
divines. 1havealways thought, however, that
learning, and the deference he paid to learning,
formed Taylor's greatest drawback and im-
pediment. Learning was to him more of »
master than 2 handmaid. e trusted without
hesitancy and without reflection or examination
to its authority, and occasionally we find him
laboriously giving us the opinion of some ob-
scure author when we wish to have his own.
He seemed to receive implicity whatever he
read in a patristic or classic author. Thus he
13 led sometimes by contending authorities to
maintain inconsistent opinions, and defends a
sophistry and doubtful opinion by following
speculations of others. I am quite ready to
admit that all this makes bim sometimes tire-
some and fatiguing. But, take him in his own
thoughts nund his own ianguage, he is always
charming. In Taylor, personally, we scem to
bave o combination of the simplicity of a child
acting on the cloquence of a seraph.

TAE FRENCH PTLPIT.

The French or Gallican pulpit, like the Eng- | address.
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lish, is a most comprehensive subject. What
names arise before us whea we speak of French
preachers ? Among Roman Catholic divines
we have Fenelon, Pascal, Bourdaloue, Massil-
lon, Bossuet. Amongst Protestants Claude,
Saurin, Daille, Superville. The sermons of
Massillon and Bourdaloue are finished, and
masterly specimens of pulpit oratery. Massillon,
perbaps the more elegant and more abounding
in beautiful passages; but in his clear divisions,
and lucid exposition, and powerful application
of his text, Bourdaloue is one of the first of
preachers. Still, I believe the funeral orations
of Bossuet are the highest and the finest speci-
mens of French pulpit oratory. Indeed, they
are unsurpassed in solemn earnestness of tone,
and in the grave dignity which becomes the
praise and admiration in the bouse of+God of
departed greatness. They are perhaps un-
equalled by any human compositions. It is re-
lated of Robert Hall that, after reading the
# Oraisons Fuuebres” of Bossuet, he wrote on
the margin of his copy—*¢ I never expect to
hear language like this till [ hear it from the
lips of seraphs round the throne of God.” I
had prepared with great care, by tho aid of a
friend well versed in the French language,
some extracts from the funcral oration on
Heprictta Maria, Queen of England, and
daughter of Heary IV. of France, and on Louis
of Bourbon, Prince of Conde, but the transla-
tion, howerver skilfully done, gives not the force
or beauty of the original, and I cannet give the
French.

NONCONFORMIST PREACHERS——GEORGE WHITFIELD.

Of Nonconformist preachers the name of
George Whitfield at once presents itself as
most prominent and most popular. The effects
of his eloquence are described as quite marvel-
lous. We read of his preaching in the open
air to 30,000 persons, to each one of whom he
wag perfectly audible. Nay more, we have
heard that during one of his sermons a wall,
on which many bundred persons were sitting,
fell down, and so enraptured were the audience
that the circumstance caused not the slightest
disturbance or interruption. But Whitficld's
style was exclusively for preaching. His
power is lost in the reading. The printed dis-
courses give you no idea of the effect when
preached. 1 can give you no sample. Butl
remember 8 traditionary anccdote in the west
of England of a tour de force made use of by
the orator in those out-of-door addresses, and
which he had often repeated. In preaching
upon the discipline and self-denial of the saved,
he wished to represent to his hearers that to
secure this end they must enter the strait gate
and pursue the narrow way. That salvation
was not to be won except with lnabour and self-
dcenial, adding—Yon scem to think it a very
simple matter, you think it quite easy—ol, just
as easy as for mc to catch thst insect fiying
past me—grasping at o fly or supposed fly.
Then, after a little pause, he opened his hand,
saying, in solemn tones, *ButI have missed
it

ROBRRT HALL.
The name of Rodert Hall is no doubt familiar

to many of those whom I have the honour to
Hall was a Nonconformist, and the



198

son of a Nonconformist. An English Baptist,
of the class denominated General Baptists, to
distinguish them from those called Particular
Baptists, who hold a narrower and more con-
fined view of Christian Commupion. Hall
was a splendid writer of English. Iis cermons
<ontain passages of majestic eloquence, perbaps
a little gtiff or formal, but. grand and dignified
language. I have already referred to Hall's
manner of getting up his sermons. They were
not written. They were not extempore. They
seem to have been built in his own mingd, and
formed.there complete both as to argument and
as to diction, and thus were poured forth to his
hearers. Hall suffered in consequence of men-~
tal aberration, and was for a time under re-
straint. Bcfore that time he bad a chapel at
Cambridge, and his sermons were often listened
to by gownsmen, who filled bis aisles. On his
recovery he went to Leicester, and was known
for years ag Hall of Leicester. Ie then went
to Bristol, where he died. Itis said that he
never had the same power and eloquence after
his confinement.  Indeed, I have been told by
an intimate friend of Sedgwick that he had at
Cambridge, before that retirement, listened to
Hall till he could have supposed that he was
listening to the words of one who belonged to
an order of superior intelligence. IHall was of
an independent spirit, and often winced under
the control exercised, or attempted to be exer-
cised, by English Dissenters over the preach-
ing of their pastors.

ANECDOTE OF ROBERT HALL.

I had the following anecdote from Dr. Chal-
mers :—A member of his flock, presuming on
his weight and irfluence in the congregation,
had called upon him, and took him to task for
not more frequently and more fully preaching
predestination, which he hoped would in future
be more referred to. 1lall, the most moderate
and cz}utious of men on this dark cuestion, was
very indignant. e looked steadily at his
censor _for a time, and replied—At anyrate, sir,
I perceive that you are predestinated to be an
ass, and what is more, I see that you are de-
termined to “make your calling and clection
sure "

SLEERING IX CHURCH.

It_ is your dull sermon that causes that
habit too often I fear, associated with pulpit
inistration—I mean the evil habit of sleeping
in church. Considering the solemn nature of
the ordinance, the great and important objects
on account of which men assemble in Church
and the everlasting interests involved, the cus-
tom is most inconsiderate and unscemly. Per-
haps the fault is shared in part both by
preachers and by hearers; that is, if some
preachers give cause for this bad habit by the
?arelcs§ and indifferent mode of their discharg-
ing their office, both as to preparation and de-
livery, there are, I fear, hearers who set them-
selves in an attitude of quict repose, and ex-
<ept when specially roused and excited, they
are, whether from indulged babit or consti-
tutional tendency, too ready to fall asleep
during the process of preaching. Dean Swift
has a sermon addressed to persons of this
character, which he opens with his usual
ungent power of wit. He takes for his text,
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Acts xx, ver. 9, the account of Eutychus fall-
ing asleep in & window during the preaching
of Paul, and being taken up dead. He com-
menced with this sarcastic remark—“1 Lave
chogen these words with design, if possible, to
disturb some part of this audience of half-an-
hour’s sleep, for the convenience and exercise
thereof this place at this season of the day is
very much celebrated.” Then he goes on—
¢ The preachers now in the world, however
they may cxceed St. Paul in the art of setting
men to sleep, do extremely fall short of him in
the power of working miracles; therefore
hearers are become more cautious so as to
choose more safe and convenient stations and
postures for their repose without hazard of their
persons, and upon the whole matter choose
rather to trust their destruction to a miracle
than their safety.,” Crabbe in his poem ‘¢ The
Parish-Register " — graphically describes the
effects of 2 new vicar upon certain individuals
of & certain congregation who were addicted
to this somnolent practice. Unlike the quiet
preaching of his predecessor, the young minis-
ter's words came down upon the flock like
thunder, and they are thus described in their
effect :—
¢ e such sad coil with words of vengeance kept,

1hat our best sleepers startled as they slept.”’
A similar result has been described in a
certain parish of our own country on the
borders. An old clergyman, who bad got a
strong-lunged helper, observed that one of his
hearers was becoming rather irregular in his
attendance at church. Of course the divine
felt it his duty to visit the backslider, and
he accordingly went to the house, but the
gudeman was not in. He inquired at the wife
why John was seldom at church now? ¢ Obh,
indeed, minister,” she replied, without the least
hesitation, ‘“that young man ye've got roars
sae loud that John canna slecep sae comfortable
as he did when preachin’ yersel sac peace-
ably.”

ANECDOTES OF ECCENTRIC PREACHERS.

One thing, however, i3 quite clear to my
mind, and thé result of a pretty long experience,
and that is, no quality can be more fatal to the
influence of a sermon than that of dulmess.
I often think of the remark made to me by
a dear relative of high mental qualities and
endowments in regard to preaching—* Rather
than see you dull end commonplace, I
would see you bordering upon the ccceatric
or startling.” Sterne, who wase certainly as
much removed from the charge of dulmess
as most men, offered this excuse to the
Archbishop of York for the cccentric manner
in which one of his published sermons com-
menced. e was determined to stop the wan-
dering thoughts of his hearers, and secure their
attention, so, after giving out his text from
Eccl. vil. 2. ‘It isbetter to go to the house
of mourning than to the house of feasting,” he
flatly commenced his sermon with these words
—“That I deny!” A Nonconformist preacher
of much reputation in his day, with the same
idea of arresting the people’s ears, commences
a funeral sermon on a good member of his con-
gregation by shouting out three times, * Vic-
tory ! victory!” A similar case of determination
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to rouse the attention of his audience to bis
text, though of a less refined character than
Sterne’s I have keard told of an illiterate but
clever Methodist preacher who was a collier of
the district in Somerset where I held a curacy
for scven years. He gave out for a text, “I
can do all things.” He then paused, and, look-
ing at the Bible keenly, said in his own native
Somersetshire dialect, ¢ What's that thee says,
Paul, ¢Ican do aal things.’ I's bet thee half-
a-crown o' that!’” go he took half-a-crown out
of his pocket, and put it on the book. How-
ever, he added, * Let's see what the apostle
has to say for himself.’ 'So he read on the next
words, ¢ ‘Through Christ that strengtheneth
me.” Ob,” says he, if that's the terms of the
bet, 'm off;” and put the balf-crown into his
pocket again, and preached his sermon on
the power of Christian grace. But although
dulness in sermons may be an evil, extrava-
gance and eccentricity may be worse evils. It i3
the part of wisdom and well-regulated zeal to
avoid all extremes. What we want in the pul-
pit i3 the earnest, unaffected manner in which
& sensible and feeling mind would desire to
communicate to others secret and solemn truths
which are to himself and hearers all important
for the interests of time and of eternity.

TEXTS OF SERMONS.

One essential accompaniment of modern
public productions, in which it differs from the
carly practice, we may, I think, suitably take
into consideration at the present time. I allude
10 the established use of preluding every ser-
mon by a text of Scripture, the express object
of which is to fix and define the subject, and to
direct the order in which it shall be treated.
Nothing, I think, shows more strongly the
formal, or, as we may say in common parlance,
the cut and dried style of modern sermons,
than the way in which bearers usually resent
a minister’s too discursive style of treating his
subject, and his introducing a variety of topics,
because, as it is said, it is wandering from his
text, “ Stick to your text, my Lord,” it is re-
corded Queen Elizabeth, sharply reminded one
of her bishops, who she considered was de-
viating into subjects which were rather irrele-
vant, and which were, in fact, somewhat dis-
tasteful to the royal ears. “Stick to your
text,” has, I believe, not unfrequently been
inwardly murmured by hearcrs not quite so
fastidious as the imperious and arbitrary
Queen of England. Texts, however, now
considered so necessary a part of the ser-
mon, were not always in use, and it would be
curious to know when the practice of texts
came to be the iron and unbending rule it now
is with preachers in England. It certainly was
not so alwsays in earlier times. Sometimes thero
was no text, sometimes it was teken from a
verse of @ hymn. In some of the sermons of
Clarke, the English divine, who was one of the
translators of the Bible, the text is taken from
the Catcchism. In wmany parts of Europe,
though not a law, still it was a very rigid
custom, and seldom departed from, to take the
text from the epistle or gospel of the day. This,
of course, led sometimes to & good deal of in-
genious turning of words to suit the preacher's
purpose. Indeed, the connection of the text
with the subject is often unnatural and forced.

~
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One of Messillon's best sermons, on the cold-
ness and languor with which Christians too
often perform the duties of religion, is preached
from Luke iv. 18, and taken from the gospel
of the day:—“ And he rose out of the syna-
gogue, and entered into Simon's house, and
Simon's wife’s mother lay sick of a fever"—
which, of course, the preacher ingeniously
turns to sickness and languor of religious feel-
ing.

ANECDOTES OF COVERT MEANINGS CONVEYED IN

TEXTS.

There is often great force, and sometimes a
covert meaning, conveyed in the choice of a
text. An anecdote illustrative of this is re-
corded of Dr. Paley, the well-known author of
Natural Theology, Evidences of Christianity,
and other popular works. When Pitt, as first
Lord of the Treasury, and Chancellor of the
Exchequer, at the age of twenty-three, revisited
Cambridge, where he had graduated, Paley
marked, with a sarcastic eye, how assiduously
some of the leading members of the University
courted the youthful Prime Minister, and made
up to him in view of the good things which he
would now have at hisdisposal. It was Paley's
turn to preach before the University at St.
Mary's on the Sunday following Pitt's visit;
accordingly he took for his text—* There is a
lad here which hath five barley loaves and two
small fishes,” adding, as he looked round on the
crowded church, “but what are they among
s0 many.” A most unfortunate result fol-
lowed the selection of a text in the Chapel
Royal at Dablin. Dr. Sheridan, the father
of the better known Richard Brinsley Sheri-
dan, was asked by a country clergyman to
take the duty for him on the next Sunday.
Sheridan was in bigh favour at Dublin Cast’»,
but be unconsciously forfeited all by his text
on the occasion. IHe took an old sermon of
which the text was, ¢ Sufficient unto the day
is the evil thereof "—unfortunately it happened
(which Sheridan had forgotten) to be the an-
niversary of the accession of the House of
Hanover. The supposed insult to the Irish
Court was never forgiven, and it is said cost
the Doctor his bishopric. The lrish Govern-
ment could not have bestowed one of its mitres
on a head capable of such an application of-the
text. I remember hearing an anecdote con-
nected with texts which was related of the
eccentic minister of Montrose, Mr. Mollison, of
whom many traditionary stories were current
in my recollection. A widow had a house in
which she resided, and to which she was much
attached, close by the old parish church. The
Provost and the Town Council wanted her
to give it up to facilitate some plans of burgh
improvements. She obstinately resisted all
their solicitation, and Mr. Mollison took her
part and defended her against her powerful
opponents. The corporation, however, were in
the end, either by Act of Parliament or deeres
of Court, too strong for her, and accordingly
procecded to remove the house by violent
means. Mr. Mollison, to show his indignation
at such conduct, on the Sunday after the work
of destruction had begun gave out a3 his text
Proverbs xiv. 1. “Every wise woman build-
eth her house, but a fool pulleth it down.”
We heve heard o preacher of this class
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meeting with & repartee of an equally inge-
nious character with his own sermon. He was
1 candidate for a lectureship, and had to de-
liver a discourse before the trustees of the en-
dowment, in the way of competition; so he
wag determined to show kow clever Le could
be, and took for hi3 text the single word * But.®
He deduced from thence the great truth and
the important doctrine that no position is
withont some corresponding cross or opposite
trial. Naaman was a mighty man of valour
and honourable, but he was a leper. The five
Cities of the Plain were fraitful as the garden
of Eden, but the men of Sodom were awful sin-
acrs. The inhabitants of Ai put the Israclites
to flight, but they wist not of the liers in wait
bebhind the city; I called jou, but ye answered
not; come, for all things arc ready, but they
would not come;” and so on. \Whea the
clerical competitor came down to the vestry,
the senior trustee of the lectureship met him
and politely remarked—** Sir, you gave us a
most ingenious discourse, and we are much
obliged to you; bu! we don't think you are the
preacher that will do for us.” The lecturer
concluded with a notice of the carly Church,
taking Chrysostom as a specimen of these
preachiers, and giving 2 sketch of his history
and cxtracts from his sermouns, and noticing
the great reputation which he enjoyed through-
out the whole of the carly Church.

ECOTTISIT MODERN MREACHERS.

The Dean then took as the fifth division, the
Scottish modern preachers, represented special-
iy by Chalmers and Irving. He referred toa
paper which he had himsclf rend bLefore the
Royal Socicty of Edinburgh, on the character
of Chalmers, in the year 1850, and he quoted
from it a passage on the cloquence of Chalmers.
He then pointed out some peculiaritics of his
genius, and read one or tiwo striking passages
from his works. The Dean closed this part of
his lectare by n short account of Irving, and of
his extraordinary popularity in first coming to
Loadon. He guoted the highly-favounmable
opinion of the press ; and after adding his owa
testimony to the surpassing menit of Irving as
a Christinn preacher, made some remarks on
the dutics of the hicarers of sermons, and con-
cluded as follows :—Sermons will vary much
in langaage, in sivle, and inability. Hatthere
are certain qualitics which should be found in
all sermons, and certainqaalitics which should
be excleded from all. Thero should always be
gravity, sincerity, simplicity, carnestacss, and
trath.  There never should be affectation, baf-
foonesT, or selfecanceil.  There never should
be the wanity which would sacrifice propricty
t popalarity. Men will hace their favonnite
preachers, men will have their own ideas of
whal are the fnest germons.  Bst the os-
teatial clements of the true Chsistian orater
hiave Ween already deawa by the dmnd of &
mAsWT. And now, in taking myF leare and
tanking yoa for the manaerin which yon kave
tistened to me so kindly, I will conclade my
tuk by reciling a fine degeription by Cowper
e poct, of the preacher whom be beantifally
descrides as,

~ A DerReEEer of graoe Lo gy snan”
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The passage to which I refer oceurs in the
second book of his poem, ¢ The Task,” published
in 1785.

« YWould X describo a preacher such as Pani,
Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own:
¥Faul should himself direct me, 1 would trace
11is master strokes, and draw from his design;
1 would ¢xpress him simple, grave, sincere,
In doctrine uncorrupt; in language plain,
And plain in manner; decent, solemn, chaste,
And usturs! in gesture; much impressed
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge,
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds
May feel it too: Aflectionate in look,

And tender in address, as well becomes

A messenger of grace to guilty man?”

A Storuy Croncn MesTing.—The Kilinarnock
Standerd describes 2 singular scene which
occurred at a recent meeting of St. Mamock's
Cbarch, for the purpose of bearing from the
Rev. Mr. Thomson the working of the Congre-
gational Tract Socielyin the course of the past
year. Mr. John M‘Math, the precentor, rose,
and said he had a personal matter to bring up
which he: hoped they would consider before
separating. They were aware ke had for some
months conducted with great success a singing
class in the church. Hce was sorry to say Mr.
Thomson had showa a spirit of mearked hos-
tility towards his efforts. The reverend geatle-
man bad lately intimated to him that ke
required the church for his own parposes, 2od
that the class mast be given up for 2 number of
months. Mr. M‘Kic thought an arrangement
mght be come to whereby Mr, M\Math would
have Ins mectings on nights that would not
wmconvenience Mr. Thomson. Rev. Mr. Thom-
son saud he would make no agreement, and hic
would allow no discussion on the matter
brought up. They had met for a different pur-
posc.  Mr. M®Math held that the discussion of
the matter was quite legitimate.  Mr. Thomson
hiad been making false statements.  Rev. MNr.
Thomson said he wounld not listen to or answwer a
word. Mr. M'Ric implored the rev. gentleman
to make peace, and allow the class to o on.
Rev. Mr. Thomson answered  No” Hc had
been quite annoyed by Wie singing class. Un
onc octasion whea he had a baplismin e
vestry, ard was concluding with the words
« Almighty God,” &c.; the choir in the church
broke it at once with ¥ We're 2 noddin'.” lic
had suffered more from the precentor than cver
Wefore in his life. M. Thomson, clder (fathes
of the v, geatleman), addressing Me. M*Nath,
£id, “ You told hes; yon have no right o
speak.” Rer. Nr. Thomson said that bai for
the goace of Godand his sacred officT, he would
with his ¥ braway amms™ have made * shott
work with himn” He had been blamed for
coaspinng with two cléers to pat the precentod
ont of ofBce. It was shameful. Bal be wonld
not allow the discnssion to proceed.  Mr. Toll
made a fore caraest remarks.  Mro M‘Queen
sulstantiated Mr. Thomgons version. This
omboldened the rev. genticman, who thercapon
waxed more elogqrent in defence of his probats.
He was  somwy to God™ that be kad fallen into
the Imnds of ssch @ vile men.”  The aext ume
Nz, M*Math attempied to wse abasive laagmage
towands him ke wonld take him by the * cull
of kis neck™ and torn kim ot of doors.  The
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church was now endowed ; he could doas he
pleased, and would have his owa way; and if
Nir. Peden did not remain silent he would have
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him thrust out of the church by a policeman.
The rev. gentleman hastily pronounced the
benediction, and the meeting was at an end.

Qriicles Selected.,

SYRIAN GLEANINGS.
THE SYCAMORE.

e hiad been sitting under a sycamine fig-tree
(the sycamore of the Bible), and were talking
of its connection with the bistory of Zaccheus,
when, looking up, we espied two little Arab
girls hidden among the branches, gathering the
wretched fruit which it bore in abundance.
Poor indeed must those be who live by such
labour, and deep must bave been the poverty
of the prophet Amos, when he toid the king
that hie was but * a herdisan and a gatherer of
scyamore fruil.” Tasteless and woody, these
sycamore figs must surely have beea those in
the prophet’s vision, when he pronounced the
figs in the sccond basket to be ¢ very naughty
figs, whick could not be eaten, they were so
bad ¥ (Jer. xxiv. 2), and which were an apt
cmblem of the rejected Zedekiah and his people.
Figs however they are, and the tree isa con-
geaer of the celebmted banyan-tree of India.
It is one of the casicst of trees to climb, with
its short stem and wide lateral branches focking
oat in all directions ; and bearing, as it docs,
3ts litde figs on small sprigs all round the
trunk and principal limbs, the youngest chil-
drea can safely and gather them. It bears
abundantly, pechaps at all seasons, for I bave
certainly found its frait from November toJune.
Bat it is 2 very tender tree, and docs not thrive
in the highlands; indeced, I canmat recall any
jastarce in which we met withit excepting on
the sea coast, where frost is unknown, and in
the stll warmer Jordan valley. This fact
ltustrates the expression in 1 Chron. xxvii. 2§,
3 Over the olive-trees and the sycamwore-iree
that were ia ke Iow plains was Baal-kanan the
Gedesite,” snd also Ut in Ps. Ixxtiii. 47, “le
destroyed.. - . . their syeamore-trees with frost,”
for ia Egypt, where the sycamere-fig is abun-
dany, frost is of course unknowa. These
allugions all suficiently show that not he
oricatal plaze, often taken for the syesmore,
and common ¢n the banks of Syrian streams,
Ixt the Fious syoomoras, ot syeamiane fig-tree of
e lowlands, ig, =s I kaveassamed t o be, the
tree spoken of both in the Old and New Testa-
ments.

TUR GOTRD.
Toere bas bren sauch discussion among crilics
swmee the time of Jerome and Aogasuae, who
used some et strong language on the s3b-
e, a5 to what plant is really the goand of
Jonak, The Hentity of the Hebrew (kikwyon)
with the AmaYic (Zarekd) bas been questiondd
ox cizmological groands, and & wilderness of
Manzs, from he ity to the crstoroil-tiee, hare
bt sntredaoed to grovide the prophel with
stade. The favontite rendeting with lawes
commentators, inclediag the wiiter in Smith's
ISbliex] Dictionary, scems to be the Nicizas
GCozmaznis, I o7 caglor-oil plaal.  Niebduke

alone observes that both Jews and Christians
at Mosul maintained it was not this trec,e! Keroa,
but ¢l kerra, the gourd. Tke names in Pales-
tine 2r¢_almost identical, * kurah * being the
gourd, * khurwah? the castor-oil plant. No
doubt both of these plants are common in
Palestine, but it scems strange that none of the
dispatants should have thought of inquiring
which would provide the best shade, or whe-
ther either were ever used for the purpose.

OPEN-AIR CONGHEGATIONS.

The acoustic properties of onr canclosed
position deserve {0 be noticed.  We could hear
the voice of the women at Mejdel five hundred
feet below us, and half 2 mile to the right.
The Scrmon on the Mount was probably de-
livered in this immediate neighbourhood, andit
is diflicult, without actually visiting the loca-
lity, to understand how many spots there are
which cxactly suit the conditions of the his-
tory. For instance, had it heen on this border
of the plain, our Lord might have climbed a
fexv yards up the steep bank, and sat down on
one of the many round houlders which project
on its face, and then a vast multitude, ranged
| &S inza amphitbeatre below Him, could have

beard every word, while His disciples sat
closer round at His feet on the slope.

MY FIRST EARNINGS.

WAS the cldest of my
father's family. My pareats,
beiag poor, were obliged
to practice the most rigid
cconomy 1o keep us from aclaal
want. I had scarcely cmerged
from childhood whea 1 had an op-
portunily 1o work in a factory at
vay small wages. My mother
needed my assistance in ber domes-
tic labours, bat said 1 must have
clothes, and she did not know how
thes were (0 be obtained unless 1 could camn
them; and o7 fatker said 1 shosld have the
privilege of doing just what I pleased with all
tat ¥ coaid cam.

1 catened trewill, and, sarronnded by strange
faccs, commenced my Gew cmplogmacnl amidst
the confased din of mysicrions wackinery. The
days seetacd exocediagly long, and to my ua-
skilled bands, my WoTX was very perplexiag ;
butl was consiznily ckeered on by the thozght
that I was deofag somctding towand lightening
my pareats’ bardens T kwd worked but two
weeks when par-day cxme, and 1 rectived my
pittance with hat pecsliar joy that accom-
janics the gnecess{al resalis of the &3t elfforts
. of hontstindestry. 1L was not enoagh to pure

chase 7 TerT much toeded gammeny, bay, added

to what I oped to oblain whe next par-dar,

world ¥ just seifcient; so 1 consigaed it 0
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my hitherto empty purse, to be kept with a
miser’s care.

The next morning a group of girls were
standing at the entrance of the mill, planning
to present s destitute Christian woman with
several articles of apparel. They invited me to
contribute something. I answered evasively,
ag I thought of my money, for which I bad
laboured two long weeks. They said they in-
tended to send the articles next week; and if I
decided to give anything, I might band it to
them withina few dags. At night, I told mother
about the plan; and she said, © Can't you send
her an apron?® ® If I should,” said I, #*Ishall
not have enough to purchase my dress next
pay-day.’ ¢ The Lord has prospered you,”
said she. I raised my eyes from the floor, and
said, ¢ Had I better?” “Do as you please,”
said she, “for ¢the Lord loveth a cheerful
giver) ¥

The next day I revolved the subject in my
mind, and finally decided that I could do with
a cheaper dress; so, after I left the mill, I en-
tered the shop to invest half of my first carnings.
3 cailed for prints, and examined piece after
picee, and finally selected a substantial fabric
ornamented with tiny rosebuds and violets.
Ay precious little bundle semed to rest my
wweary limbs, and cheerfully I tripped home and
unrolled it. My little sisters patted it, and all
admired its beauty. Mother's approving smile
amply rewarded me for my sacrifice, and I
wondered how I could bave hesitated about it.
I had not thought of meking it; but mother
said if I would work a little while every cven-
ing, I could get it done to send with the rest.

1 finished, ironed, carcfully folded, and label-
1ed it with the words, A present from Mary.”
1t was much the smallest present contained in
the bundle ; bat I thought that none of the
girls felt quite so happy in giving as I did.

Pay-day again came; and much to my sar-
prise, the pay-master said, ¥ Your overseer says
Fou have been very faithful : here is your pay;”
2and then handed me another parcel, ¥ There is
a present for you? The present exactly
cqualled my wages. 1 only said, «® Thank you
very, very much, sir ;” but I think he guessed
that I felt more than I said, for, with a smile,
he replied, * Always do the best you can, and
Fou will be prosnered.”

In an cestasy of delight, I hastened to obtain
the material for my dress, aud found an article
better and cheaper than I had expected; so I
had eaough to pay for it without my present.
With that I purchased an article much necded
in our family. The merchant said he wonld
send it home in half an honr. I told him I
<vould carry it myself. He said it was quite
{00 heavy, but I thought I could not wait half
an hour; so I clasped it in my arms and went
home, and called = little sister to open the
door; then, placing my load on the table, 1
said, @ Here is my dress, and here is a present
for mother.® The surprisc and delight of all
svas only cqunlled by my own satisfaction.

That was the beginning of my prosperity ;
and for forty years since I have never lacked
the means of contribuling something to »
worthy object, not have 1 cver nesded a gar-
ment without being amply able to obtain it
4 He that bath pity upon the poor lendeth unlo
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the Lord; and that which he hath given, will
e pay him again.” And surely He has repaid
me & thousand-fold for lending him half of my
first earnings.

SABBATH BLESSINGS.

g2 ;T was the Sunday before

Y4 Ascension, and a splendid
: day. Klaus Hoffoer had put
on a clean shirt and neckeloth,
but his dirty jacket above them,
for he meant to hoc potatoes that
forenoon. Klaus was & respect-
able man; every onc must allow
that be laboured for his family,
his wife and children, to the
utmost of his strength. He went
out regularly to work, ke brought his wages
undiminished home, not & peany left behind in
the public-house. If he toiled all the week for
strangers, he atleast laboured on Sabbaths in
his own little ficld and garden. To have plenty
fruit and no,weeds there, was his pride; and
be weuld have worked even in the night to
sceure this. Xis wife was equally industrious,
Nothing but a confinement ever kept her from
her work, and as soon as her babies were a
month old, the elder children were taught to
teke charge of them; People said in the vil-
Inge, that “if all worked for their families
like the Hoffners, there would be few beggars.”

“ Yes,” a few other voices said, « thatis all
good, but Klaus works too hard, 'not only
through the week, bt on the Sebbath-day. He
comes to church only on festival days, and once
a year with his wife to take the Sacrament.
Their children are allowed to grow up like young
calves ; the wife gives herself no concern about
them, they run about in torz clothes, unwashed
and uncombed. They are seldom in school;
and when the parents come homein the even-
ing, they find so many thiogs to do that they
ask little as to what the children bave been
doing, only give a good scold if & window hag
been broken, or a garden-bed trampled upon.”

AU that is sad necessity,” other people
would say. “Five children must cat, and if
the parents do not work hard, where is food to
come from? They bave no leisure to attend to
combing and washing and mending, and going
to church and schiool. Itis o pity, but what
can poor people do? The Hoffrers are worthy
people, they would go to chiurch if they could.”

The Hoffacrs are worthy people! So they
themselves thought. ¢ We would willingly go
to church if we could.” Their conscience gave
them scldom tronble about that. When the
bells rung, sometimes the sound seemed to say,
7 Gomel come!™ ¥ To-day we cannot, butnext
Sanday we will.” Thus things weat on from
one Sabbath toanother, till Inbour and weariness
had so prevailed that the # come! come I° was
heard no more.

On thc morniog we speak of, &3 Klaus wsg
{aking up his hoc, and Catherine, his wife, st00d
before her wash tud, asusual on Sundsy morn-
ings, her brother, Christopher, lookedin. Ifhe
had only been ten minutes later; Klaus would
have eseaped & wisit which was likea thom in
his eyc.  Christopher Gorne was the Hoflners
pearest acightour, his cottage was as smallas




THE PRESBYTERIAN.

theirs, and rent and taxes as high. He too
rented a small piece of land, for potatoes must
he had. Five children were to be satisfied, and
Anne, Christopher’s wife, often wondered why
each of the children ate 2s muchas herself, till
Christopher, wiser than she, explained how they
must eat 50 as to grow up, while she was fully
grown. Then Anpe comprehended it, and
troubled herself no longer on the subject, for
she was of an easy temper, and content tolearn
from Christopher whatever she did not know
herself; and all he tsught was good.

Some of the neighbours, called Christopher
# Godfether Easy.” He troubled not himself,
and let them laugh on. * We shsll sce, we
shall see,? he would say, “ who isin the right.”
But the Hoffners were particularly provoked.
“ Anne docs not go half so much ount to field-
work as I do,” said Catherine; “and on Sun-
days she never does o hand's turn; yet they
scem able to live like princes, while we toil
and moil day after day to get through the
world honestly”™ Evcry Sabbath meorning
Christopher would look in and say, I wish
vou a blessed Sabbath,” and then if he waited
a few minates, andsaw how they were at work,
this often was to Klaus like ¥ a thora in the

<cre” Had it not been & most difficult matter
for aay onc fo quarrcl with Christopher, the
two families would have quarrelled long sgo.
“ If we were to kick him out of the housc on
Saturday night,” said Rlaus, “still he would
call ¢ ablessed Sanday” through the window in
tbe morning © But Caristopher knew well
what he was doing, and that loug patience
brings a reward at last; be had no cyes for
cross looks, no cars for cross words, and looked
like one who could casily pay back blows if he
pleased.

As he stepped in this morning, he wished his
relatives & blessed Sabbath as vsaal.  The
couplc thanked him, in a haif peevish, half
cmbarrassed manner. and Catherine hastily
threw her apron over a heap of dirty piates in
2 cormEt.

It will e better here,” said Christopher
coollr, placing the apron on & chair.

#* Nothing bat teil fromm morning lo aight?™
sid the wife sighing; ¢ it is a shame 1o scc
the state we are in here”

# That is trae, indeed,” said Christopher, with
a tone which 1eft it doubtful whether he alluded
to the toil o7 the shame-

# Came here, Crissy,” hie added, tarning to a
Yittle gitl of two Fears old, ¥ do Foa krnow that
his 5 Sanday? You must make voursell
smard, and wash the dirt and the potatocs from
vour face, that e may sc¢ your red cheeks,
Look, how beautifol the good God has made
the sk7, whilt Ton stand here likea lltle pig™

Crissy did not comprebend the whole of this,
however she looked up wonderiag 10 the sky,
and thea f2a ialo the washhonse and plonged
ber thick red ands and her face into waler.
Uncle Christopher diied her fxor, puibed back
ber hair, and called her 2 gord gicl.  He was
giad to observe that if the little oae did a0t
undesgiand b meaniag of all ke said, the
cider children did.  Nasia, a gicl of twelve, pat
hes long bair behind ber eavs, and Fritz; in =
dirty blosse, slipped ot of the roomm.

as e o

i
:
!
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long ago, you sloven!” said the mother ily
“Why are ycu standing staring there ?gngnl},

¢ Yes Maria,” said Christopher, * when your
poor mother has so little time to attend to” you
all you must do things yourself to help her:
you must rise early in the morning to wash ané
dress yourself, and your sisters and brothers too
one after the other. Cannot Fritz geton another
blouse, before the bells begin?

* Ah, the carcless rascal,” said the mother
“ he has torn it. Children should never get a
mew article. I have bad no time for cight days
to mend his old one, and though he has only
worn the new blouse for a week, his cloows are
through already.”

* Ob," said Christopher, * that is a misfor-
tune you could not have reckoned upon. Sve,
Fritz, your mother must give two days to work
for you now.”

Catherine understood what her brother was
meaning. ¢ If you had remained one day at
home last week to mend your children's clothes,
and make all things straight, rou would have
been more comfortable now, have saved money
;n lthc’ cnd, and been able to keep the Sabbath

oly.

Christophier followed Fritz into the inper
roomw, and called, “ Come quick, Maris; bere is
something to look at!”

Maria ran in, and Catherine and Klaus fol-
lowed from curiosity.  * Look, Maria,™ said
_Chrislophcr, ' you must have cut t4e potatoes
in your sleep last evening, and thrown the par-
ings on the floor instead of taking them to the
pig! See bow Fritz standing amongst them is
like s pig in 2 sty I”

Mariz and Fritzidaughed with their merry
uncle, staffed the parings inte a basket and
carried them out.  Catherinescolded, and Klaus
grumbied and looked ashamed. The room was
indced 2 sad scenc of disorder.

As Catherine by turns scolded her children
and bemoaned herself, Christopher said car-
nestiy; “ Yes, you poor people are 10 be pitied
indced ¥

# Well,” said Catkerine abraptly, “ I should
think you have not much more butter for your
owa bread.” '

* Not much of the batter, certainly,” said
Christopher, * but listen; here is the state of
the case, For six days of the week 1 am
Christopher Gorne, & poor labouriag man, who
must toil hard ia the sweat of my brow for
bread, with mr head full of many carthly cares.
For Gertrade will be needing a new frock, or
Carl a jacket, or bo.h of them boots, aad Anne
herself is much in waat of & shawl.  And if
the weather be cold, the garret must be filled
with wood for the stove, that the children's
¢ars may ol be frozen; or the gardea feaces
must be mended, for ancle Holfaer's gecse have
tampled down the beds sooften.  Yes, many
wre the <ares and tronbles of us poor peoplel
Aane has ber own pecaliar skare, the house
an’ 2ildren are not always =8 she would like
%0 ree them, and she must work hand, cleaniag,
nursing, fewing, building, hoting, weeding;
and somtlisds giviag a ?ool: up at the lady
Amimoanim, sitling all day ia her parlour or
her arboar.  Yes, all this is for six days in the
woek; bat wika on Satarday night the eveain?

-
Y

“You sboald kave been washed acd dressed  bell rings oat, then for rest and goodbre to all
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our cares! they may come back on Monday
morning again with 2 long week before them.
Al the house is put in order. The children
are washed and the Sunday clothes laid out,
and on Sabbath morning house and children
look so well that Anne and I smile with satis-
faction. Wc are happy from morning to night
that/day. Lady Amtmonnim cannot be happier,
no, nor the king himself. On the Sabbath we
are all of high rank, all the children of God,
<with no calling but to serve him. I would take
good care not to part with such a distinction !
One Sunday lately I made Miller Wenzer stare,
as I passed by his hedge and saw him planting
beans. ¢ Gorne,” he said ¢ you will do me a
neighbourly turn and hoe potatoes with me in
the afternoon ? I drew myself vp proudly, and
said, * Mr. Wenzer, that is quite beneath me, it
would not be becoming.’ He Jooked atme quite
astonished, just as you, Klaus, are looking now,
but do not you know what I meant?” Chris-
topher becamo solemn and earnest as he went
on—** When the Lord Jesus has redcemed me
at such a cost, and has so ennobled me that I
shall inherit eternal life through him and with
him,—Klaus, you believe in everlasting blessed-
ness? Is it not s0?, could we poor people
endure our life without that faith? our life so
full of labour and care, and wantand weariness !
Oh, Klaus, if I had not that faith I would throw
myself into the river this very day! But since
this faith is my only comfort, my only hope, I
will not like a fool forsake it, but in love and
fidelity follow my Lord and Saviour who is the
only foundation on which my hope can rest.
And no man can be his follower, who does not
keep his commandments. e has said, ¢ Re-
member the Sabbath day to keepit holy.” That
is a special command, but it is more, it is arich
gift of grace, a balsam for the sad words spoken
to each son of Adam. ¢ Thou shalt eat thy
bread in the sweat of thy brow.! Yes, cacl®
Sabbath day is a blessed gift, sent to lighten
the heavy burdens of the week, and when we
reckon up the fifty-two Sabbaths;, and the
festival days besides, there is & good portion of
the year, in which we may as it were live in |
heaven upon carth.” |

Tears rolied down Catherine's cheeks : shedid
not understand hier own feclings ; yet she wept
not from gentle emotion alore, but at the
thought of how much better off in this world
Anne and Christopher were than herself. She
had not rest from labour, and her conscience,
not quite asleep, left no peace in her heart, yet
she knew of no better comfort than to groanand
lament, and now she sighed deeply. As for
Klaug, ke was indignant,

# That you arc Godfather Eesy, we have !
kaown long enough,” he said bitterly. “ God
only knows how your children arc to cscape !
stareation.” !
#Yes, God knows,” said Chinstopher quickiy ; |

i
1

# and it is well for me that he does knotw; and
that the future is not my concern. My duty is
to keep his commandments, and in his goodness
and zwisdom he swill command nothing that T -
cannot obey.  You heliere in the Lord God as |
well as [ do; yeu believe thathe gives you life |
and health, that he preserves them, and that if
he pleasss he can throw you on a sickbed and
oblige your busy bands to take rest.  Jud you ¢
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believe, I am sure, that if he did this, he would
not leave your poor children to starve. Then
do not fear to make the trial how to keep the
Sabbath as the Lord commands. Throw aside
your hoe now, put on your best jacket and come
to church with me. And Catherine, you have
still time, let the washing tub alone till Mon-
day, and if you give a day then towashing and
mending, you will save more than a day’s
wages. Catherine!” (bis voice grew soft)
¢ you know that I have always loved you.”

Catharines tears now flowed from real cmo-
tion, and Klaus, who would gladly have thrown
aside with bitter words the sting which Chris-
topher’s words left in his heart, yet secmed
moved by the kindness of his manner, and was
silent.

“ Next Sunday,” said Catherine, “ I shall
really go to church.”

“ Come now,” said her brother ecarnestly.
“ We are warned in Scripture not to delay
turning to the Lord till to-morrow. There is
nothing to hinder you to-day, but who can tell
what God may send before another Sabbath?
He bids us « boast not of to-morrow, for we
know not what a day may bring forth.”

“ Ab, well,” said Klaus, “if she cannot come
to-day, let her alone. [ cannot come at any.
rate, so goodbye. Next Sunday is the Com-
munion, we shall certainly go then, so there let
it stand.”

The bells began to ring, Christopher looked
sadly at the pair, then shook hands kindly,
and left them. His heart was sorrowful, but
his trust was firm that the Lord would at last
bless his prayers and efforts for their good.

Catherine felt very dull and sad as she con-
tinued her washing. The bells rung out,’
¢ Come! come! come!” and she felt as if she
were depising the voice of God. He was call-
ing, sherefusing to hear. Klaus had somewhat
of the same feelings. Ie did not like to be
scen by the church-goers with the hoe in his
hand, and waited behind the clder bushes.
# Next Sunday I shall go to the Communion,”
was his comfort. ¢ Do not delay till to-mor-
row ; who knows what the Lord may send,” he
scemed still to hear these warning words.
% Come! come ! called the bells. ¢ The Lord
calls now with gentle voice; if you refuse to
hear that, He will callin another way.”

Christopher left the disorderly house and the
troubled consciences -behind, and entered his
own cottage, which looked to himlikea corner
of heaven. Aunne and her children twere ready
in their Sunday dresses—a bright, happy band.
The windows of the room were open, and sun-
heams rested on the cleanly swept floar, wwhile
from the garden a sweet fragrance filled the air,
Annc was preparing potatoes for the forenoon
meal, but the work of her Liands did not in-
terrupt the peace of her soul. Little Riuy,
four vears old, held hier mother's hymn-book
and handkerchicf,and listened attentively,while
the older children repeated verses of Scnpture
or of hymns. As the bells rung louder, Anne
hastily threw the polatoes into the pot, gave
her cldest girl the charge of the baby in the
cradic and the food on the fire, and then pro-
ceeded to chiureh with her husband and the
other children. The family were cvidemtly
poor enough ; Christopher s coat had been dark
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olue on his wedding-day, but the colour was
faded now, and the seams worn. Anne’s gown
had been washed and mended, and bore the
warks of faithful service. Little Carl’s jacket
was well patched, and so with the others. Yet
all were so clean, so tidy, with such shining
faces and smooth hair, that among all the
people in church, Christopher and bis family
would have been remarked as patterns of neat-
ness and propriety.

A year passed away. Christopher bad faith-
fully continued his Sabbath wishes for his
relatives, and at times it seemed as if Klaus
desired to turn to better things, but he e'ways
fell back into the old ways. He went to
church with Catherine occasionally,asif to show
proper respect to God, and prove to bis neigh-
bours that he considerced himself a Christian ;
but otherwise he acted as before. And his
conduct was but that of many around him.
They knew too much of week-day labour ard
weariness, but nothing of Sabbath rest and
blessings; they toiled on from day to day, got
little in the end, But Klaus had his own
special thoughts. ¢ I torment myself day and
night, and yet am not so well off as carcless
Christophier yonder.” It was a vexatious idea.

“ Wife,” he said one day, I have been saving
hard up that we might buy a couple of swine.
Your brother bus & good one; Apne under-
stands housekeeping.”

“ Ah,” replied Catherine, reproachfully,
% Christopher asks no bacon to his breakfast,
be is content with bread and salt.”

“ And, I believe,” said Klaus, “ they will
not use so much bread in their house aswe do;
ourrude children seem never satisfied.”

¢ Well,” said Catherine, ¢ Anne cooks some-
thing cvery day; and potato soup or meal
porridge does not cost so much as the dear
bread.”

** Then you might cook oftener, too. Try to
be like Anne, and cook and mend more. Those
people get on better than we do, though we work
ourselves to death.”

Catherine took theadvice in good part; and
there was some improvement in their outer life.
But what avails 2 new patch on an old gar-
ment? The whole life of the Hoffners was
wwrong, no blessing rested ou it, for it was alife
without the fear of God. And any change as
to outward things, which begins not from true
repentance in the heart, can be of little use.
Yet the truc heatted Christopher never des-
paired, his prayers became only more carnest
for his crring relatives, and the Lord had pur-
poses of mercy for them.

It was once more the Sabbath before Ascen-
sion day. The bells called loudly to the house
of prayer, but Klaus and Catherine could not
obey. Klaue lay in bed with closed eyes and
heavy breathing ; his hands lay helpless by his
side. While engaged in cutting down a tree,
2 heary branch had fallen on his back. Hewas
carricd home insensible, and the physician
could not say what the cad might be.  Chris-
topher sat on the bed bathing with cold water
the sufferer’s forchead ; Catherine stood at the
foot wringing her hands.

“Pray, Catberine,” said Christopher ten-
degly, © pray !no trial is too great while there
is room for prayer! Catherine tried, bat it
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washard work. Heraccusing conseience took
away all strength and hope. I have often
refused to bear the Lord; how can I expect
Him now to hear me ?” O foolish one, wert
thoua hundred thousand times unthankful and
cold-hearted, yet the love, and merey, and
faithfulness of the Lord remain unchanged;
| only come to Him, stretch out thy hands and
call upon his mercy; however great thy sins
ma{ be, the mercy of God in Christ is grester
still !

‘ This is the punishment of our sins,” she
said. # Oh, Christopher, we thought that the
labour of our hands could do more for our
children than the blessing of the Lord I?

Cliristopher was silent, but Klaus opened his
eyes and gently nodded his heed. He was re-
gaining consciousness, and had understood
Catherine’s last words. She, rejoiced by this
sign of life, exclaimed, ¢ O Lord God, bow will
we thank Thee, if Klaus gets well againl
Yes, we are all more ready tc give thanks, than
to bear our cross. Catherine wished to throw
off hers at once. Klaus would get well, all
would soon be forgotten. But Klaus shook hig
head, and looked uptwards.

% Oh,” said Catherine weeping, “ I shall pray
somuch to the good God, that youmay not die.
Look at our five children!”

They stood at the door, silent and sorrowfal.
Klaus clasped his bands together and wept
bitterly. #1 do not wish to die;” he said,
softly, *ob, I wish to live!but God does not
nced me inorder to provide for you.*

# No,” said Christopher, ¢ He does not need
you. He hasnever forsaken the widow and the
fatherless who put their trust in Him. He who
has made use of you as an instrument hitherto,
can now malie use of some other. Hold fast
that confidence; but still we may pray ecar-
nestly that the Lord may raise you up again,
and we shali do so. Come here, children, let
us all pray together.” .And he besought the
Lord for merey on the sufferer and the family,
in simple, fervent petitions.  © And notw, dear
children,” he said, “believe that the good God
in heaven will do what is best for us, and give
to Ilim heaceforth your hearts and your lives.
Whatever you are in need of, pray; whatever
distresses you, pray; and oh, how happy you
may become, if you walk in the ways of God;
whether your dear father lives or dies, it shall
he well with you, if you look to your father in
heaven, and ever keep his commandments be-
fore your cyes and in your hearts.”

“* Remember to keep the Sabbath holy,” said
Klaus in an agitated voice. Against this com-
; mandment he had most opealy awd wilfully
! sinned, and now itlay the heavieston his soul.
} He had despised the preaching of the word in

the house of prayer, and now God was preach-

ing an awful scrmon to him in his own house.

Yet this very dispensation, which scemed so
| terrible to them all, was in reslity & message

of mercy and love. Christopher’s prayers had
! been beard, and his relations were to be con-
! rerted to God.  Those who would not obey the

genue call of love, were to be compelied by the
.l call of a power which they could not withstand.
! Anotiier year had passed. Klaus lived, bat
! with little use of his hands and none of his
limbs. The Sabbath bells rung, be sat beforo
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his cottage door, Fritz and the youngest child
beside bhim, while Catherine and the c¢thers
went to church with ber brother. Christopher
rejoiced to find his little troop thus increased,
and while he looked with compassion upon
poor Klaus, comforted himself by the thought,
that though his feet were powerless now, hig
soul bad begun a new life. Tand my house
will serve the Lord, was now his resolve.
e endured his affliction with much patience.
Catherine had not to complain as formerly of
bad temper or harsh words; he was always
thankful apnd gentle towards her, and how
could she be unkind to him, or complain of her
own labour and fatigue when she saw him
have so mnuch to suffer? She had more to do
than ever, she went out to work duriug the
day, and w.s often busy at home till late at
night. Yet she was happy now, for her trust
was in tite Lord, and the Sabbath was sancti-
fied and dev.ted to His service. Klaus must
now make up for the duty he had neglected;
he must rest from work, not the Sabbath only,
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but every day of the week. But lie had time
to teach his children, to sing and to pray with
them. And the good effects of this were soon
visible. Uncle Christopher had no longer to
bid Crissy wash the dirt froma her red cleeks ;
Maria’s hair was smooth and shining; and if a
new blouse or jacket could not be often bought,
they were not s0 often torn.” And Catherine
would say, Christopher was right, how could
we live without the Sabbath, and how strangely
I deceived myself when I thought I had no
time to go to church and keep the day holy!
Yes, the Sabbath is a portion of heaven, when
my soul can rise above the world, and I can
think of what awaits us there, where I hope to
be with Klaus and my children, and to forget
all this life’s sorrows and weariness.”

To sanctify the Sabbath is not a mere com-
mand, it is a gracious message of mercy from
above. e who goes without the Sabbath goes
without the Lord, and bas no portion in Him.
He that has eyes to see, let him see ; he that has
ears to hear, let him hear! H. L. L.

Sabbutly Headings.

THE PULPIT IN THE FAMILY.

TAKING UP THE CROSS DAILY.®

« Ifany man will be my disciple, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow me."—
Luke ix. 23

Y this daily taking up of the
cross, what arc we to un-
derstand?  In the experi-
cnce of most mep, it will
be found that there is a
very real sense in which the
words are true.  God has so

much sacrificc, much sclf-
denial, is generally involved with the
patient and punctual discharge of duty.
This may not be the case with the daily
discharze of the avocations of life, for a
certain pleasurc and contentment are to be
found herein, and here, only too often, men
find their rest. But there are duties of a
higher kind which may give as great pain
and unhappiness. A fruitful case of con-
fusion of thought has often occurred.
Because God has enjoined that to which
pain is often annexed, men have supposed
that pain is in itself a good, and have in-
dulged in mortification and austerity in
the belicf that mortification and austerity
arc of themselves well pleasing in the sight
of God. ¥or this cxtreme view, which has
caused much that must have fatally obscu-

=« The I"ath on Earth to the Gate of Hesven.” By
the Rev. Frederick Aruold.

ordained that much pain, |

red the divine truth of the fatherhood and
the love of God, we sce no warrant in holy
writ. If our heavenly Father sces that
pain is good for us, he will certainly send
it : thercis no neced that we should pre-
sumptuously bring it upon ourselves. Let
us with a cheerful heart take the good
which God gives; patiently awaiting and
acquiescing in his good pleasure, if he who
has given us good should in his love and
wisdom send us that which wethink evil.
Yet it would hardly be the right thing to
say, as has been said by some writers, that
unless it is placed obviously before us, self-
denial is not a duty, It isa duty to form
a habit of self-denial, and no habit can be
acquired without constant practice.

In the primitive ages of the church. the
profession of Christianity was in itself a
taking up of thecross. The Christian has,
at times of persccution, carried his life in
his hands.  He might be said to dic daily.
Daily he came within the real peril of
death.  Whether such times may not again
recur, is an open question, where the nega-
tive answer is perhaps not so casy as it
seems. It isnot so certain, however. that
a larger measure of faith and endurance
was required at such periods than at the
present day. The supreme agony of the
martyr was intensified into 2 moment. but
great aids were vouchsafed to that great
cxtremity.  In these days the suffering
less deep may be spread over a larger sur,
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face and for a longer time, and there may
bu a prolonged effurt, equal to a concen-
trated effort, in taking up from day to day
the cross. ]

Whatever in our daily life is perplexed
and irksome and galling; the unfavourable
outward circumstances with which we may
deem ourselves undeservedly surrounded ;
the monotony of an uncongenial pursuit ;
the mortifications and deprivations of our
social life,—whatever is the drawback or
the shadow on our lives,—this is to us a
eross, and it must be taken up. Itis that
crook in the lot of which gooddivines have
written. In reading the experience of
God’s saints, we see again and again how
this arises. One man suffers from a life-
long neglect, or misrepresentation, or
calumny. Another is for ever under the
burden of poverty. Another is for ever
under the burden ofill-health. Anotheris
under the burden of multiplied responsibi-
lities and anxieties, with which he is but
little able to cope. It often also becomes
an additional element in the unhappiness,
that we have brought these unfavourable
circumstances upon ourselves. The cross
has been our own making. It is less the
divine will than our own perverted will
which has brought it upon us. But even
here there is the consolation, that if these
things have not been expressly brought
about. they have, at least, been permitted,
by the providence of God, and, in the won-
derful workings of that providence, will be
overruled to our own ultimate good and to
the divine glory. But in whatever way
brought and imposed, here is the cross
which these circumstances constitute ; and
this being the case, when we recognise the
€ross, it is our wisdom and our duty to
take it up, and so to follow Christ.

But take the case where, almost palpa-

ly and visibly, the cross is laid upon us;
as when our days are darkened by the
death of one we love, or when a long or
incurable illness becomes our lot. Then
plainly, and without any disguise, the cross
1s laid upon us. These are not complex
and mysterious cvents, in which we may
be at a loss to recognize the divine hand,
but we see the direct and immediate work
of God. Here we have a manifest call to
subwission, with prayer for divine support
and consolation.

The denying of ourselves daily seems to
be the minor degree of which the taking up
the cross is the greater. Day by day we shall
find both—the constant opening for self:
denial, the absolute necessity in the divine

life for taking up the cross. The Christian
must bear it meckly, submissively, endur-
ingly, remembering the Master's words,
“ If any man will be my disciple, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily
and follow me.”

Tue MINISTRY oF ReEcoNCILIATION— Recon-
ciling the world! Mark the liberality of the
expression. JMark its comprehensiveness. Re-
conciling the world. As I said before, the
apostle did not perplex himself practically in
the vain attempt toarrive at definite, logically-
bounded conceptions on those deep things of
God, touching clection and the like, on which
much unprofitable discussion has often been
bestowed, and which probably in this world
will never be unravelled. llis view was that
God’s object was to rezoncile the world—Jew
and Gentile—all men everywhere. People
should be diffident in their judgments on such
high matters as the decrees of the Almighty,
and should remember the great possibility of
crror, the absolute impossibility of perfect
knowledge, in regard to_them. But people
need not be diffident in holding that all men
are invited to become partakers in the benefits
of redemption. Our facultics go far enough
to enuble us to see quite clearly that thatis
what the Scriptures say in the most distinct
termrs, and the principle they always go upon
even when it is not cxpressed. *God will
have all men to be saved ;” soit is written, and
the same thing is written in other words in a
hundred other passages, and I do not believe
that it is written only because we do notknow
who the clect are, or, in other words, who
those are whom God will have to be saved ;
but I believe it is written because it is the
simple truth; and I believe therefore I am to
preach Christ tu you freely, Lecause Christ is
frce—to you all, berause it is the honest fact
that Ilc is offered to vou all, and not for the
mere reason that one cannot tell to whom.
But the aposile adds something more, * God
was in Christ, reconciling the world untohim-
self, not impuling unlo men thcir lrespasses.”
This passage has nothing to do with the
doctrine of imputation as held by some theo-
logians. It has nothing to do with the impu-
tation of cither Adam’s sin or of Christs
righeousness. It is not any other person’s sin
that the Apostle is saying God will not impute.
He is saying that God was in Christ, not
imputing to men their own sins: that is, not
dealing with them as sinners. not dealing with
them as for their sins they deserved. but shew -
ing them undeserved kindness and forbearance.
The meaning is the same as that of the
passage in St. Jobn, ©* God sent not his Son in-
to the world to condemn the world, but that
the world through him might be saved.” This
is what we are to preach with the most perfect
frecness.  This is the gospel of .he kingdom
we are to proclaim. This is the ministry of
reconciliation with which the apostic and his
fellow-labourers were put in charge, with which
his suscesors in the preaching office are put in
charge still."—Scrmons and Expositions by the
late Dr. John Robertson.
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«PHY WILL BE DONES*

Y God and Father, while I stray,
Far from my home, on life’s rough way,
O teach me from my heart to say,

“ Thy will be done.”

Though dark my path and sad my lot,

Let me be still and murmur not,

Or breathe the prayer divinely taught,
“ Thy will be done.”

What though in lonely grief I sigh
Tor friends beloved, no longer nigh,
Submissive still would I reply,

¢« Thy will be done.”

Though thou hast called me to resign
What most I prized, it ne’er was mine;
I have but yielded what was thine;

« Thy will be done.”

Let but my fainting heart be blest

With thy sweet Spirit for its guest,

My God, to thee I leave the rest:
# Thy will be done.”

Renew my will from day to day;
Blend it with thine; and take away
All that now makes it hard to say,

“ Thy will be done.”

« Hymns for the worship of God, selected and ercanged fur the usc of Congregations connected
with the Church of Scotland.



