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INTRCOUCTION,

In presenting to the public, in a collective form, the
series of interesting articles on the past and future of the
CHAUDIERE GOLD FIELDS, which recently appeared
in the columns of the Quebee MoRrRNING CHRONICLE, it is
contemplated not only to satisfy the demand which has
arisen for the republication of the articles in ¢uestion in
handy and convenient shape for purposes of reference, but
to assist as far as possible the patriotic object of the pro-
prietor of that Journal in thereby calling attention to an
important feature of the mineral wealth of this section of
the Canadian Dominion, whose development on a proper
scale has unfortunately been {oo long neglected, though
offerine numerous attractions to the investment of eapital
and a most desirable field for the exertions of enterprise.

It is believed with much apparent reason upon the faith
of the highest professional opinion, as well as of the en-
couraging results obtained in the past even under a system
of working mainly chavacterized by wastefulness and in-
efficiency, that the extensive district known as the gold
region of Lower Canada is availably rich in deposits of
the precious and other valuable metals, which only require
to be wrought with method and economy and with the
assistance of the improved appliances of the age, to return
large and constant profits. It has also been ascertained
that the causes which have hitherto impeded or retarded
the thorough development of these great natural resources,
have in most measure been artificial and therefore remov-
able; and it is satisfactory to know that, in pointing out
this important fact, the MorNING CHRONICLE has taken
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the first step towards

curing the application of the neces-
sary remedies. Already, the Provincial Government are
understood to be seriously moving in the matter, and it is
more than probable that the next Session of the Local C
Legislature will witness the sweeping away of the abuses
in the connection, which are so fearlessly exposed in the
present pages, and the adoption generally of such much
needed measures of reform as are most calculated to
stimulate and assist the business of mineral development
throughout the Province generally and in the gold-bearing
districts in particular.

To promote this good work and to aid in the dissemina- Fr
tion of correct information on a subject of so much import- the s1
ance to the general interests of the country are among the the p
chief objects of the present republication, and the public i“d“f
are asked to encourage it accordingly. and i
ment
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OUR MINERAL WEALTH.

THE CHAUDIERE GGOLD FIELDS,

ARTICLE I.

T'rom all the information we have been able t2 glean on
the subject, we think we are warranted in assuming that
the prospects of gold mining, as a regular and systematic
industry in this Province, adding annually to its wealth
and importance and affording a means of useful employ-
ment to considerable numbers of its population, were never
better than they are at present. Indeed, there is much
reason to conclude that, with proper encouragement and
facilities at so favorable a moment, the working of our gold,
like that of our phosphate, deposits, might as a business be
powerfully impelled into an altogether new departure,
which promises well for the country at large and which
therefore calls for more than passing notice {from the jour-
nalistic pen. That there has been a marked re-awakening
of late on the part of both home and foreign capital to the
reproductive value of investments in the auriferous lands as
well of this Province, as of the sister Provinces of Nova
Scotia and Ontario, there can be no manuer of doubt.
Recent purchases of mining properties on a large scale and
at handsome prices in all three Provinces are there to attest
this noteworthy and gratifying fact; which is further estab-
lished by the actual presence, in Quebec at this moment,
of Mr. Gordon, an eminent Mining Ingineer, who has had
vast exparience in all parts of the world, and who has been
specially sent out by Iinglich capital to examine and report




upon the state of matters on the Chaudiere. But these by
no means stand alone as evidences of the reviving interest in
our gold mines, which is, no doubt, to be aseribed to their
renewed and increasing reproductiveness under the in-
fluence of the more intelligent direction and systematic
operations of the few men of enterprise and capital who
have, during recent years, persevered in their development
in the face of the most disheartening obstacles. They are
supported by official reports and the opinions of the weil
informed, as well as by a multitude of indications, all of
which, like coming events casting their shadows before,
seem to unmistakeably favor the belief (with the proviso
already noted,) that we are on the eve of a more extensive
and promising movement, looking towards the develop-
ment of our gold ficlds, than any yet attempted either by
individual or associated enterprise since their discovery.
Undoubtedly, matters, for some time past, have been lead-
ing up to this point in an assured, but unostentatious
manner in the District of Beauce. For instance, in his last
published report, which is that for 1878, Mr. H. J. J.
Duchesnay, the very efficient and zealous Gold Mining Tn-
spector for the Chaudiere Division, felt himself justified,
according to the then appearance of things, in predicting
the near opening of a new era for the gold mines of Beauce,
basing his opinion on such facts as the following :—That
the success, which was crowning the search for alluvial
gold at a depth of nearly 100 feet below the prescat bed of
the River Gilbert, had encouraged a large number of others
to resume the exploration of the different riversand streams
from the old mines on the Gilbert to the River du Loup,
on the Kennebec; that nearly everywhere, in 1878, the
precious metal had been found at a few feet only beneath
the surface of the soil, including a nugget of five ounces in
weight in the Ruisseau d’'Ardoise, in the village of St.
George; that new works had been opened on the Des
Plantes River, from which two men, with the assistance of
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the rudest appliances, had alone taken out ten ounces of
aold in a {ew days, without counting what had been secret-
ly recovered by prospectors. “ These facts,” adds the in-
spector, “show, it seems to me, that those streams are far
from lacking in gold, and all give reason to hope that the
activity will soon increase, and that, in a short time, the
oold mines of Beauce will witness a multitude of seekers
for the precious metal extracting {rom them profit for them-
selves and advantage for the Province.” We have also
later and equally reliable details from the same quarter,
tending to show that the actual workers there are not alone
contemplating or preparing for the carrying on of operations
on a more enlarged, thorough and remunerative scale
during the coming summer, but that a very material in-
crease of their numbers may be looked for, together with
the investment of a large amount of capital and the prose-
cution of the whole business of gold. mining on a wider
and more permanent basis. Last season, the search for
gold in the division was actively prosecuted, apart from by
individuals or those who worked in an underhand way, by
no less than fourteen different associations. Of *hese,
eleven, viz: the Canada Gold Company, the Almonte Com»
pany, the Eureka, the North Star, J. Payne & Co, J. A.
Cameron, St. Onge & Co., Bressette & Co., L. Gendrean &
Co., the Victoria, and Lawryson & Co., conducted their
operations on the Gilbert, in Rigaud-Vaudreuil ; and three,
namely: X, Plante & Freéres, H. Proteau & Co., and Létour-
neau & Co., worked on the Des Plantes. But, while these
regularly established enterprises may be safely counted on
for the further prosecution of their undertakings upon a
still more active and enlarged scale, other indications are
not wanting to justify the belief that next summer is likely
to be one of the busiest on record in our gold districts.
For instance, we understand that, in addition to the search
made last year upon the Ruisseau d’Ardoise and Yozer
streams in St. George, shafts are being sunk and extensive
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preparations are being inade at other points in that parish
for regular operations next spring. Upon the River du
Loup, near its junction with the Chaudiere, in St. Georae,
Mr. A. A. ITumphrey erected a dam last year and met with
oood success, until the frosts compelled him to suspend
operations. e is, however, preparing to resume them
next season on a much larger scale. At the point of junc-
tion of the same rivers, Mr. Goldring erected last fall large
works of which a description has already been given in
the Morning Chronicle, and a rumour, we are told, is
current, in usually well informed cireles, that he has dis-
posed of a share in the prospective prolits of those works,
for $200,000, to a New York Company represented by
ex-Judge Dittenhoefler. Near these last mentioned works,
oceurs one of the falls of the Chaudiere, some 50 or 60 feet
in height, and it is said that the American company pros
poses to construct an immense dam above the cataract,
with the aid of which they expect to obtain access to and
the necessary hydraulic power to vash the bed itself of the
Chaudiére for a considerable distance. Very large purchases
of lands or of the right of entry upon lands in the parish of
St. Francis and neighborhood by Mr. Chas. Lyonnais, with
the view of working both the alluvial deposits and the
quartz veins, for the precious metal, are also’ reported, as
well as an avowed intention on the part of many others to
try their fortunes at the mines next scason, while in certain
parts of Ontario, the excitement on the subject is described
as inteuse. Altogether, the {oreshadowing of a busy future
in store for the gold fields of the Behuce district and the
prospects, which they hold out of profitable employment
to much of our idle labor, are most marked and gratifying.

Under the circumstances, we think it our duty to
offer a few observations on a subject which, {for many
reasons, is invested with great public and private impor-
tance. In the first place, we believe we cannot too strictly
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caution our people against the fascination which the work-
ing of gold mines or rather the independent search for
eold exercises upon many imaginations. We cannot insist
too strongly upon their recalling to mind the memorable
advice of the late Sir William Logan, which, in the light
of experience, is as true and applicable to the case to-day as
when it was uttered,—that “while the quantity of gold inthe
Chaudiére Valley is such as would be remunerative lo skilled
labor and should encourage the oullay of capital, agricullurists,
arlisans and olhers engaged in the ordinary occupations of the
country would only lose their labor by turning gold-hunters.”
The history of gold-hunting in every country proves that
it is only the very few, indeed, who are the lucky ones.
Some, no doubt, make fair {inds and others make fair
wages : but the great majority of adventurers are disap-
pointed. DBut, wkile we would discourage those who are
engaged in useful and profitable occupations from follow-
ing the ignis faluus of the gold secker, we consider that this
Province urgently owes it to itself to stimulate by every
means in its power the great national interest involved in
the proper development of its mineral wealth, and to ex-
tend all the reasonable protection possible to those who have
already embarked or propose to embark their means, their
time and their energies in a pursuit, whose success so
largely depends upon the element of chance. In the whole
range of Provincial questions, there is none which has
been more unaccountably overlooked and neglected of late
years, which has suffered more from the bungling, the in-
difference or the I'abian policy of both political parties,
than this one of mineral development. Whether we
consider it in its industrial and economic aszpect or regard
it purely from a political standpoint as affecting our status
in the Dominion and our means of self-support, we must
allow that it possesses a deep and abiding interest for all
parties, which places it in the category of those neutral
questions in which they can make common cause to the
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gréatest advan.age for the public good. Indeed, we might
go further and assert that the utilization of the valuable
mineral gifts, which Nature has lavished upon us, has now
more than ever become an object of paramount necessity
to the rulers, well-wishers, and people of a Provinee, whose
resources in other respects no longer seem to suffice to the
retention and useful employment of its native population,
or to the growing demands of the State without recourse
at no distant day to the disagreeable and unpopular expe-
dient of direct taxation. Such being admittedly the case,
we take it that the mevement we have just noted will be
hailed with much satisfaction at this juneture. At any
rate, it isdeserving of sericus attention as affording a means
of bringing our gold fields once more into prominence and
eading to a more exhaustive consideration of the measures
requisite to secure their development and working to the
best advantage.  Of their great value, there can be no man-
ner of doubt. DBut, in stating this, we have no desire to
foster any illusions on the subject or to encourage hopes
which the sad experience of the past has only too often
shown to be foredoomed to disappointment. On the con-
trary, as already observed, we would caution our readers
on these heads, believing, as we do, with every competent
authority we have been able to consult in the matter, that,
save in exceptional and ex(remely fortunate cases, the
business of gold mining in this country will not, as a rule,
prove remunerative to other than skilled labor operating
on a large scale and with the aid of appliances which are
usually beyond the means of individuals or private adven-
turers. The attraction of capital thus becomes, in the
main, the great object to be aimed at by all who desire the
development of oui gold fields. But, to ensure success in
this direction, it is needless to add that we must offer an
amount of security to capital, which will render its invest-
ment liable to no other dangers of failure than those which
beset the path of any ordinary commercial venture,
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It is generally admitted that, to give a new impulse to
the difficult and precarious industry of the gold miner,
some important step requires to be taken which will have
for effect to satisfactorily allay the troubles to which its
prosecution has hitherto been exposed and to permanently
settle the vexatious question ol the mining rights, more
especially in that part of the Deauce district covered by
the DeLery Patent, and known as St. Francois or the
Seigniory of Rigaud-Vaudreuil. Without this step, it is
believed, with much show of reason, that any attempt to
establish it, or to encourage its establishment as a regular
and profitable branch of enterprise, must inevitably fail, in
a Jarge measure, of success. But what this step should
precisely be is not very clear. On this head, according to
the interests involved, there isa very considerable disagrec-
ment. On the other hand there is a remarkable consensus
ol opinion that the redress or removal of existing griev-
ances, real or fancied, is an absolute sine qua non to the
peaceable and remunerative development of the hidden
wealth of most of the region in question, and that it is the
duty ef the Government to take immediate measures for
this purpose. Indeed, where the invasion of acquired or
vested rights seems to constitute the principal evil and
difliculty of a situation, which, under the circumstances,
the ordinary machinery of the law appears powerless to
alleviate, it is not at all unnatural that the partiesinterested
should look to Government to either guarantee them
greater protection or to provide some escape from the in-
sufferable annoyances to which they are reported to be
constantly subjected in their properties or their operations.
In some opinions, the strict and authoritative enforcement
of the existing laws of the country is all that is required {o
allord suflicient protection to existing rights. But, on the
other hand, it must be granted that it is not easy to see the
way to a peaceful sclution of the difficulty or to the setis-
factory development of the mining region, even under
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those circumstances, while the validity of certain titles
continues to be a maiter of doubt, and ignorance or preju-
dice persists in believing itself defrauded, for the benefit of
capital, of privileges which it considers common to all. Of
course, in this connection, we refer more particularly to the
district covered by and the titles arising out of the DeLéry
Patent. It is very far from our idea to uphold the lawless
proceedings, which have occurred from time to time in the
Beauce district. But we feel that no consideration of the
general question, with a view to its proper appreciation
and settlement, could or can be complete without taking
into account those proceedings and the feelings which
have o repeatedly prompted them to the chronic disturb-
ance and grave detriment of the mining interest. In point
of fact, it would he idle to suppose that, under our system
or with any reasonable prospect of definitively settling the
question, any Government could afford to ignore them;
and it is this hopeless obstacle which has induced and still
induces many reflecting minds to look forward to no per-
manent relief from the constantly recurring troubles at the
gold mines, at least in the Seigniory of Iiigaud-Vaudreuii,
withou! such a thorough revolution as will piace matters
there on an altogether new basis. Indeed, we understand
that a measure of the sort has been actually propounded or
rather suggested, which siill finds great favor in somu
circles, though we must confess that it seems, at first sight,
of so sweeping and expensive a character that, in the pre-
sent financial condition of the Province, we foresee many
and grave obstacles to its success. Iowever, as a measure
of so much importance and evident necessity is neither to
be hastily dismissed, nor lightly condemned, because i.
simply points the most direct, if the most radical, way out
of the labyrinth of difficulties in which the whole question
is involved to the injury as well of vested interests, as of
the development of the mineral wealth of particular parts
of the Chaudicre Valley, we propose to do no more for the
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present than to briefly state that, failing a legal decision
setting aside the patent, it is predicated on the supposition
that the Govermmnent should either buy out the patent and
the titles under it and throw open the seigniory to licensed
mining, thus definitively settling the vexed and troublesome
uestion in some sense after the mode in which the Seig-
niorial Tenure was disposed of. As far back as the early
days of the gold mining business in Beauce, the late Dr.
W. J. Anderson, formerly President of the Quebec Literary
and Historical Society, than whom no one in his time took
a more intelligent interest in the welfare of the Chaundiere
mines, appears to have been impressed with a conviction of
the urgent necessity of some step of thissort.  Inabrochure
on the subject, which he published in 1872, he made the
following noteworthy statement as the result ot his expe-
rience and reflections with respect to the situation on the

River Gilbert :—

“ Knowing the very great jealousy which exists inevery
part of the British Dominion against privileges being con-
fined to a few of the rich and powerful to the exclusion of
the poor, industrious and enterprising, on my return from
the mines, I published a paper, in which I admitted that,
while Government was undoubtcdly justified in making
the concessions to Mr. DeLliévy at the time it did, circum-
stances were now entirely altered, and I thought it would
{ind, on enquiry, that it might be expedient to resume the
patent, with the consent of and by indemnifying the seigneurs,
as there could be no question that the patent was valid.
CGrovernment left the matter to the action of a Committec
of the Legislature, which unfortunately gave satisfaction to
1o party, as it neither recognized nor repudiated the rights
of Mr. DeLéry, but left the contending parties o light it
out, at much cost and trouble, while, as a conscquence, the
development of this promising field has been very much
retarded. This is the more to he regretted, as the success
of the first isolated efforts, thongh far “om displaying any-
thine like scientific skill, was such as to hold out o prospect
of very gratifying results.”
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With respect to the thoroughness of the remedy above
suggested, there can be no question. With regard to its
practicability, we will not undertake just now to offer any
decided opinion. We rather desire, within the limits of
this issue, to call public attention to the circumstances,
which seem to justify the prevailing impression that the
time has arrived, when something should be done to instil
new life into the working of the auriferous deposits of the
Chaudiere Valley. Among such circumstances, we have
already noted the manifest revival of interest in those de-
posits, which has been unquestionably aroused by the per-
severance and success of those who are actually engaged in
developing them, and to whose confidence and enterprise
we are mainly indebted for the fact that gold mining has
not become altogether a lost art, without hope of profitable
resuscitation, in this Province. It remains only to refer to
the very significant remarks, which fell from the lips ol
Mr., Premier Chapleau, at the late banquet given in his
honor at Montreal, and which certainly seem to warrant,
in a measure, the hope that the important question of
the development of our mineral wealth will receive some
consideration at the next session of the Provincial Legisla-
ture with a view to a benelicial change in the present
mode of dealing with so great an interest.

In the lengthy and eloquent aflter-dinner speéch with
which the honorable gentleman regaled his friends and ad-
mirers of the sisterecity on that occasion, he appears to have
laid marked stress on the subject generally of our rich and
varied mineral resources and the auriferous deposits of the
Chaudiere country in particular, going even so far as to
predict with much semblance of confidence that the com-
ing summer would witness an unusually large influx of
oold miners to that region, to be followed by the resump-
tion there of mining operations cn an extensive and profit-
able scale. Now, conversant as Mr. Chapleau must be
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with the embarrassments to gold mining in particular parts
of the district of Beauce, which are most affected by seckers
alter the precious metal, it is obvious that he must ground
his anticipations of so desirable a result on something more
substantial than a continuance of the statu quo in that
quarter. The fair inference to be drawn fromhis language
—provided always it can be accepted at its face value—is
rather that the Government contemplate doing or submit:
ting something, as a distinctive feature of their general
policy, which will either contribute towards or have the
production of that result for direct effect. If such be the
case, we warmly approve of their intentions. Indeed, we
have no hesitation in saying that we shall lend our hearty
support to any scheme of an honest and practical character
having for its sole object the promotion of the public good
in the connection, consistently with a proper regard for the
sanctity of private rights and vested interests. At the
same time, we think it is much to be regretted that the
Premier was not persuaded into being more explicit on the
subject. The time and place were, perhaps, not exactly
suited to tedious details; but glittering generalities and
anticipatory sketches of a fancy character, without some-
thing more solid to support them, are at best butsorry food
as the times go. They, no doubt, serve a capital oratorical
purpose, sound well and read well, and are admirably
adapted to captivate the popular ear; but, as a rule, we
incline to the public preference for something less vague
and more satisfactory. IHowever, if the Government
manifest as much ingenuity in dealing with the admittedly
difficult question of the proper means to be adopted for the
better development of our gold fields as they have display-
ed tact in seizing upon it and making it a leading plank in
their platferm, they will leave the public little to complain
of in the matter. We repeat that this question is alike
important and urgent, and that far-reaching inverests are
involved in its early settlement. Without proper encour-
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agement and facilities, at the right moment, the movement
already indicated may either be thwarted altogether or
rendered so half-hearted as to prove only another flash in
the pan. In fact, it may be fairly assumed that action on
the subject by the Government is anticipated and looked
for with anxiety both at home and abroad. Then, again,
there are public and privaie richts, as well as interests,
which imperatively call for consideration and protection,
belore they are again exposed to the unsettling causes from
which they have hitberto suflered, and this, perhaps, on a
moite dangerous and diffieult scale to cope with even than
in the past.  We are quite well aware that, with the
prospeet of renewed litigation in regard to the DeLéry
Patent, the question has become more than ever complicat-
ed, and that, pending the decision of the law courts—should
the question be again referred to them—the course open to
the Government is not quite clear. Nevertheless, we are
free to say that some steps or other should be at once taken
to avail ourselves of the excellent chances now of/ering to
establish, on a satislactory basis, an industry which pro-
mises good results for the investment of capital and the
employment of labor, with the assistance of better induce-
ments and increased facilities, It is not for us to say abso-
lutely just now in what direction those steps should finally
and conclusivelv tend ; but, for the moment, we may be
perwmitted to point out at least one evil, which seems to us to
call for immediate action, We refer to the urgent neces-
sity of at once arresting the baneful traffic in mining lands
for speculative purposes. The locking-up of large tractsin
the hands of speculators, who have no other object in view
than to sell them at fabulous prices and not to work or de-
velop them, is one of the worst evils from which the gold
mining interest has suffered, and it cannot therefore be too
quickly put a stop to in so far as the still unconceded lands
of the Crown in the district are concerned, as its facilita-
tion is not only a fruitful source of injury and delay to the
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development of our gold fields, but is productive of most

undesirable demoralizing effects upon the character and

morals of our people. On the other hand, we think the
Government, as well as private proprietors, cannot be too
liberal in their arrangements with bona fide workers, as
there is an undoubted tendency towards the active renewal
of mining operations in the Chaudiéve region which should
he encouraged and only requires to be facilitated to expand
into a useful and profitable branch of employment for both
capital and labor. Indeed, well-informed persons go even

so far as to estimate that, under improved circumstances,
with a guurantee of thorough protection to individual as
well as associated enterprise, with more liberal induce-
ments to cupital to operate on a large scale, and with
cortain wise restrictions against the enriching of speculators
at the expense of that most valuable portion of our public
domain, the gold fields of the Province, not less than
50,000 men would before long find opportunity for the
profitable utilization of their labor in that section of the
country alone. This may, perhaps, look like an extrava-
gant estimate ; but, even granting that it were reduced by
one-half; it still would offer a more than sufficiently power-
ful inducement to the Government to take up the question
and endeavor to deal with it in the broad, public-minded
spirit, which we have endeavored to impress upon them as
essential to its satisfactory settlement and generally to the
inauguration of a more prosperous era in the history of
mining operations in the valley of the Chaudiére. In the
hope that they intend to do so, we propose returning to
the question in another issue for the purpose of more fully
explaining the important character and value of our gold
ficlds and the lessons to be derived from the attempts made
to develop them in the past.
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In our last, we glanced at the present encouraging pros-
pects of the Chaudicre gold fields, lightly touching at the
same time upon a few of the more salient causes which are
believed to have militated agaiast their more thorough
development, and dwelling en passant upon the great
urgency of early measures in their interest viewed from
the standpoint of their importance and value to the IPro-
vince. But, to more fully appreciate this value and impor-
tance, it is primarily essential to understand the extent and
character of the gold-bearing formation, of which the past
and actual workings only from a very inlinitesimal part.
We therelore propose, in this issue, to devote our remarks
to this necessary view of the subject, and this more parti-
cularly because it is, in some sense, desirable to combat two
very common, but mistaken impressions on these heads,
which unfortunately seem to have too long prevailed to
the destruction of much public conflidence in all or any
efforts te render available the mineral resources of the Chau-
diere Valley. The first of these fallacies is that the gold of
that region is, in a great measure, if not wholly, confined
to a few rich pockets or deposits on the Gilbert, where the
original discoveries of the precious metal were made ; and
the second, that these placers being exhausted, it will
not pay to search for it elsewhere, as the cost would exceed
the production. In other words, the generally accepted
notion among the indifferent or the uninformed since the
great rush to the mines in 1863-14-5 is that there is no more
gold to be had on the Chaudicre or that, if there be, it will
not pay to look for it. Doth these disparaging estimates of
the capabilities of our gold fields are obviously urjast and
seem to have been originally based on nothing more sub-
stantial than the hasty and ill-advised reports of unsuccess-
ful adventurers. Indeed, the one is wholly wrong, and
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the other only partially right in the sense that digging for
gold in the Chaudiere Valley or at all points in that valley,
can, no more than it actually did in California or Australia,
be expected to enrich every tyro, who undertakes the busi-
ness and whose whole stock-in-trade consists of a pick and
shovel. It may be laid down, as a rule, that intelligence in
the selection of mining locations, coupled with skill in work-
ine and backed by system, economy and a sufficiency
of the sinews of war to operate on a large scale, can alone
command success. Otherwise prosecuted, gold hunting
must be and is, in the nature of things, subordinated to
chance, and it is therefore not surprising that ninety-nine
out of every hundred, who try it in this latter way, should
cgregiously fail and curse their luck and the country into the
hargain, instead of their own simplicity and ignorance, It
is. no doubt, in a very large degree, to such causes as this
that we owe the bad name which the Chandiere has been
undeservedly obliged to bear for some years as a gold-pro-
ducing region—a name which has, also, immeasurably
helped to retard its development. The more prosperous
times in Caneda, too, which oceurred about that period, by
rendering it easier for the majority of our people to better their
conditions in the more regular oceupations of life than by
seeking the uncertain in the valleys of Beauce, had unques-
tionably their effect upon the mining interest there. But
{hat that interest has, both directly and indirectly, suffered
in reputation ever since more than anything else (the
bungling or studied indifference of successive Governments,
perhaps, excepted) from the exaggerations and illusions of
interested parties on the one hand and the disappointment
of adventurers on the other, consequent on false hopes,
want of means, lack of perseverance and crude notions of
the hardships and difficulties incidental to the life of the
gold-miner, to which should be added, perhaps, invidious
comparisons with other countries like California and Aus-
tralia still more favored under the head of auriferous depo-
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sits, seems {0 be altogether beyond dispute. As we write,
we have belore us a letter from a gentleman of the highest
standing, who was officially connected with the Beauce
Mines at the height of the period known as the gold fever
and for some years afterwards, and who furnishes us with
at least one very logical explanation of the loose and unre-
liable manner in which only too many formed their opinions
of the place at that time. To show the little value which
should have been placed upon such opinions under the
circumstances, we quote {from this letter :(—

“The great drawback, it appeared to me, to the develop-
ment of the Chaudiére mines, consisted in the fact that
they were too near home, and too easily reached. Men came
pouring in {rom all parts of the Dominion at a cost of a few
dollars, and finding the circumstances of a seltled country so
different from the gold fields of California and Australia,
where miners had merely to select a spot and dig at once
for gold without having to purchase permission from the
larmer or owner of the soil, they became either disgusted
or disheartened ; and finding that it would only cost a few
dollars to take them back home again, they invariably re-
traced their steps and left the mines. If; as in California
and Australia, it would have cost them $200 or $300 to get
home, they would have been obliged, as they did there, to
settle down and mine for a living and the mines would thus
have become developed. That the Chaudicre is a rich gold
mining country, I can vouch for, by a long and close experi-
ence during the years from 1865 to 1870, and I have no
hesitation in saying that more gold has been taken out of this
district than any person has any conception of.”

This view of the situation is unmistakeably corroborated
by the Gold Mining Commissioner, Mr. DeBellefeuille, in
liis report of November, 1864, in which he referred as fol-
lows in regard to it, as well as to the general character of the
Chaudiere and its prospeets as a gold mining country :—

“The great disadvantage for mining purposes, under
which the gold regions are situated, compared to those in
California and Australia, is the easy access and proximity
to cities, and the thick settlements of this part of the
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country, affording thereby an easy exit and cheap mode of
living to all miners. Were the miners sitnated as in the
two above named regions, hundreds of miles from any settle-
ment, and with the option of working or starving, it would
have altered the entire aspect of this region, and untold
wealth would have been extracted {rom the mines. As ¢
15, our mines can well compare with, if not surpass, the Cali-
fornian or Australian mines.

“ 1t must also be considered that mere alluvial mining
has taken place, and that in a very imperfect manner,
Some one remarked, last year, that he could not but be
struck with the unsystematic and unsatisfactory manner of
the works going on here. Since then there has been no
improvement, and the consequence must be that at least
one-third of the gold must be lost. As a prool of what I
advance, I shall cite the following case: A man at the
Gilbert mines, by merely washing the refuse-dirt, has
realized as much as $1.30 per hour.

“ About five thousand persons visited the mines during
the last season, . e., from May up to thisdate; ol those five
thousand, I do not believe that more than three hundred
men have remained here. On an average, two hundred
and fifty men have worked from the 1st June on the River
Gilbert, and about filty others have prospected on the
different other rivers, such as the IFamine, Chaudie¢re, Du
Loup, Metgermette, Oliva, Kempt, Taschereau, Monument,

&c. Up to this date, I compute 116 days’ labor on the
Gilbert.

“ Allowing, at the very lowest, four dollars per man per
diem, it will at once give us the sum of $116,000.

“ As I remarked above, if the unfavorable weather the
miners experienced in September and Oectober be taken
into consideration, also the small space from which that
amount was extracted, viz: aboutthree square arpents, (acres)
it cannot but prove the immense wealth of this gold-bearing
region. The success, with which the few miners still
remaining here meet, is but another proof of the presence
of gold in this part of the P’rovince. Only a few days ago
one man took out, in one day, nine ounces, and the day
previous, the same person had found a nugget of five oz.;
that amount was found in a claim, that had been, as they
believed, well worked, corroborating thereby what I hereto-
fore mentioned, how imperfectly the mining was carried on.

3
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“Tt must be borne in mind that all this mining has been
alluvial, not a particle having been extracted from the
quartz. Nome persons may secm astonished that out of five
thousand men visitine the mines, not more than three hun-
dred should have remained there. I can only give the fol-
lowing reasons :—

“1. A great many came too carly in the spring, viz: in
May, the water being then too high to allow mining opera-
tions to be carried on with any success;

“2, The prices asked by the proprietors prevented many
from purchasing lots

“ 3, The delay arising in the issue of the Mining Aect,
and the uncertainty existing as to its contents, prevented
many from mining upon Government lands.  Those threc
causes, together with the facilities ol conveyance at every
one’s command, contribuied daily to diminish the number
of miners.

“ Gold is to be found everywhere from St. Francis to the
lines, a distance of 43} miles; and if, thoroughly wvorked
for, as on the Gilbert river, would be found in as great
abundance anywhere. The native gold is coarse; one does
not meet with that fine pulverized gold, as found in Cali-
fornia ; if so, it is in very small quantities.

« On the River Famine, the gold is also coarse; it is to
be found in slate at the foot of the Ialls. Esxperienced
men and geologists entertain a very high opinion of this
river, from the formation of its rocks and the general lay
of the land ; T shall subsequently give the production of

this river. Works on a large scale are to be prosecuted
next year by an American company, whose agent is to
remain here during the ensuing winter.  As 1 remarked in
a previous report, a road from the Falls to Lake Ktchemin
would be very necessary.

“On the Du Loup, in its entire length, gold is to be found;
also a great quantity of black sand, which has yielded as
much as 22 dwis. per ton of 2,000 1bs.

“ Some gold has been found at the mouth of the river,
which induces a great many persons to believe the presence
of quicksilver from the gold fcund being coated with a
coating of silver, and disappearing at a certain temperature.

¢« Prospecting has also been carried on with good results
at the Chaudiere IFalls, three or four miles distant {from the
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forks of the Du Loup and Chaudiére Rivers. The agent,
who was sent here to prospect, informed me that he was per-
feetly satisfied with the results obtaine!

“The parties engaged on the Oliva, Metgermette, Monu-
ment, and on many other rivers, have every reason to
he satisfied with this year's prospecting. On the Du Loup.
as far up as the lines, difforent parties have been sinking
shalts here and there, and otherwise looking out for good
localities, (where they invariably found gold,) to enable
them next spring to carry on mining operations, on a scale
commensurate with the expectations they have formed by
this year's prospecting.  Quartz veins are to be found every-
where from the village of St. Francis to the boundary line.
Grold has been detected in almost every vein; there is one
particularly in the upper part of the 1st concession, not very
far from the Gilbert mine, which produced by assay, viz:
22 dollars of silver and 15 dollars of gold per ton. This was
taken from the surface,—the width of the vein being six
foet,—and stripped to the length of 40 feet. Another very
promising vein, running North-East, intercepted by numer-
ous small veins running due East and West, exists opposite
the church ol St. Francis on the Eastern side of the village.
[t is supposed to cross the river and continue on the
Western side of the River Chaudiere.

¢ In the vicinity of the Famine, quartz has also been
found. The mouth of the Du Loup has also brought out
innumerable small veins, running parallel to each other, in
which gold has been found. On the Mill-stream and at
the Grand Coudee, both tributaries of the River du Loup,
quartz has been assayed, and found to contain gold. I
foreot to mention that at the Devil's Rapids, a little above
St. Franeis, numerous lodes, and some of them very large,
are supposed also to contain gold ; they here exist on both
sides of the Chaudiére. About the Metgermette, and the
Oliva, fine quartz is also to be met with. Not very distant
from those two rivers, quartz was found on the Du Loup,
which having been assayed gave eight dwts. to the ton ; this
was also taken from the surface. Between the Portage and
Kempt streams, tributaries of the Du Loup, two large veins
ar: observed; they also contain gold. A short distance
from the Monument river, a beautiful vein of quartz is to
be seen from which gold has been extracted by merely
breaking the surface of the quartz with a hammer; the
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same results were obtained by Professor Hinds,—I believe
it was about the Metgermette—by merely ernshing it with
a stone.

“ Quartz veins are to be opened and worked next spring
at the village of St. Francis; the Devil's Rapids, where
a crushing mill is to be erected. On the Oliva or Metger-
mette, there is another mill to be constructed. On the
highlands of the Du Loup, and I believe on the Kempt
stream, veins will be worked, and that with profit. From

the opinion I have heard expressed by several professors of

geology, who have visited the mines, and particularly the
quartz lodes during this season, I cannot but prognosticate
great results to the country by the opening of such lodes,
and by the proper development of the mines, which lay
buried in this extensive and rich region. There is not the
least doubt as to the presence of gold, and that in very large
quantities.

“Exclusive of gold; rubies, garnets, emeralds, pearls
and even diamonds have been found. An extensive trade
is carried on by the sale of pearls, some of which have com-
manded very high prices in the New York and Philadel-
phia markets. As it is, the results have been great, to this
part of the country, by the introduction of an extensive
trade, by the diffusion of knowledge among the agricaltural
class, and the large sums of money that have been left here.
Ntrangers here acquired a knowledge also of the resources,
capabilities and wealth of this thickly-populated region
which they were far from cxpecting.”

Any amount of testimony like the foregoing might be
adduced to show how unreliable—in fact, how utterly
worthless, in the very nature of things—were the accounts,
which, for many years past, have insensibly led this Iro-
vince and its public men into placing a low estimate upon
the great interests involved in our gold fields, and the mass
of our population into so far despairing of their future as a
source of national riches that, in some sense, they have
come to be regarded very much as things of the past.
Indeed, but for the confidence of a few intelligent men and
the perseverance ol enterprise and capital, it is- more than
probable that their epitaph would have been writtcn long
ngo.
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But to return to the principal objects of our present writ-
ing. It may be at once stated that, in scientific and com-
petent opinion based upon repeated and careful surveys of
the ground by the Geological Commission and confirmed
by actual demonstration of the fact in greater or less degree
by explorers, gold is by no means confined to the particu-
lar localities in the Chaudiére country, where it has hitherto
been found in most abundance or wrought for with the
areatest activity, or is it limited to the Chaudiére Valley,
in particular, for that matter. As a matter of fact, it may
be unhesitatingly asserted that its actual presence has been
traced from as far west in the Province as Lake Champlain
to as far cast as the head waters of the River-du-Loup (en
bas) and it is said to be highly probable, from the mineralo-
aical resemblance of the region beyond, that it may be yet
found to extend to the extremity of Gaspé. Roughly
speaking, it has been satisfactorily demonstrated that
the drift clays and gravels, as well as the quartz veins in the
rock formation, of most of the country on the south side of
the St. Lawrence between the extreme Iastern and West-
ern points just mentioned, the Notre Dame range of hills to
the North and the Provincial or boundary line to the South,
are more or less auriferous—the whole constituting an area
of about 15,000 square miles, of which some 4,000, com-
prising the section drained by the Chaudiére and St. Francis
rivers, are presumably the richest in deposits of the precious
metal, or at least thus far have been proven to be so. This,
of course, is not to say that it would pay, as a commercial
venture, to dig for gold at all or any points within this
wide region. But neither should it be inferred, because
the search for it has hitherto been most actively, continu-
ously, and successfully prosecuted at such places as Ditton
in the St. Francis division, or the Gilbert, Du Loup, Des
Plantes and Famine rivers in the Beauce district, that there
are not other fields which, cn being properly tested, may
be found equally, if not more, productive. Indeed, the
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abandonment of the other workings or their supposed ex-
haustion does not appear to be even proof of the fact that
they have been worked out or that they would not have
yielded handsome returns under different treatment, as we
shall have occasion later on to clearly show. On the other
nand, although we have reliable information in our posses-
sion to the effect that new discoveries have recently been
made on the River des Plantes, which is believed will render
that stream as productive as the Gilbert, and that another
quartz lode has been struck in the diggings on the Gilbert,
which promises to be one of the most prolilic in gold yet
laid bare in that region, even the fact that no discoveries
of any deposits or placers as rich as that of the Gilbert
have yet been made in the Chaudiere country furnishes no
reasonable argument against the presumption that they
exist and that gold is to be found in paying quantities at
other points in the same ocolovical formation and under
similar or other conditions. On this important head, the
opinions of scientists and practical miners leave little room
for doubt. In 186G, Mr. A. Michel, a distinguished mem-

ber of the Canadian Geological Survey, and a gentleman of

great experience in gold mining, who had previously
passed several years in closely examining the gold fields of
Lower Canada, reported as follows to the late Sir William
Logan with respect to the deposits in the Chauadicre

Valley :—

“ The rule which appears to govern the distribution of
alluvial gold in all other regions where it has been wrought,
holds good in Lowc~ Canada. Here, as elsewhere, the
layers of alluvion, which contain the precious metal, are
not continuous, but occur in sheets or belts of greater or
less extent and of variable thickness. The proportion of
oold in these sheets or belts of alluvion is also far from
uniform and regular, the richer portions being met with in
patches more or less remote and isolated from each other.
% % % These general facts are illustrated by the rich
deposits met with in several places in the Chaudiére re-

3
g

glon, 4
can har
cepliont
proper
of disc

Agai
“ Wil
has be
LLower
deposi
met v
Plante
we ma
how li
there
, basin ¢
perhaj
be mac
these 1
shores
torial
wroug
on el
metal
presel
Lowe
the se
cfforts
compa
result
by the
have
to obt

An
“ A‘\
existe
other
do no
preve
searc]
"
gretie



ipposed ex-
e fact that
1 not have
aent, as we
n the other
our posses-
ently been
will render
hat another
he Gilbert,
n gold yet
discoveries
he Gilbert
wrnishes no

that they
1antities at
and under
t head, the
little room
shed mem-
ntleman of
previously
1d fields of
ir William

Chauadicere

ribution of
n wrought,
\\'l)urn‘, the
metal, are
greater or
‘oportion of
o far from
net with in
sach other.
)y the rich
mudiere re-

s
|

a9

-~t)

aion, as at the Des DPlantes, Gilbert and Du Loup, and ¢
can hardly be supposed that, in so vast a region, these are ea-
ceptional cases. IFrom these considerations, it seems to me
proper to encourage the search foralluvial gold in tne hope
of discovering other rich deposits.”

Again, the sume authority observes:—

“ When we cons'der that the existence of alluvial gold
has been demonstrated over a great extent of’ territory in
Lower Canada, and at the same time take into account the
deposits, some of considerable richness, which have been
met with on the rivers Chaudiere, Guillaume or Des
Plantes, Toufle des Pins or Gilbert, Famine and Du Loup,
we may reasonably suppose, especially when we consider
how limited have been the researches hitherto made, that
there may exist in the alluvial deposits of the Chaudiere

Jbasin other localities as rich in gold as any yet discovered, and
=] . )

perhaps over extended areas whose regular working may
be made profitable.  The question, moreover, arises whether
these rich deposils are confined to the beds of streams, their
shores or flats. 1t is well known that in the Andes of equa-
torial America and in California, alluvial gold has been
wrought with success, upon the flanks of mountains, and
on elevated table-lands, while in Australia the precious
metal is as abundant in the dry valleys as in those of the
present water courses. A vast lield for exploration in
Lower Canada is now open, where up to the present time
the search for alluvial gold has only been made by the
cfforts of individuals, of small local associations or of native
companies who have employed but a limited capital. The
result has been that these workers have been discouraged
by the difficulties and obstacles which they met with and
have only sought for gold in places where it was possible
to obtain it with little expense.”

And, in another place, he remarks :—

« All the probabilities appear to me {o be in favor of the
existence and consequently of the ultimate discovery of
other deposils as rich as those of the Gilbert. % % % |
do not hesitate to say that the various causes which have
prevented the general exploration of the region by the
searchers after alluvial gold are very much to be re-
gretted.”
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In 1865, a Select Committee of the Canadian Legislature
; . s constan
was formed to consider the best means to develop our gold
A : : : P our wa
fields and, among other material points, directed its inquiry i
: ; cconom
to their extent, character, and resources, taking a large 8 . Calil
y o ; ; ali
amount of valuable evidence on these heads from geolo- il
i ¢ : e s : 1ent my
aists and mineralogists, civil and mining engineers, prac- i
2 ; il 55 7 aurifero
tical miners who had worked in the Chaudiére country, i 1
B ; R g & the va
California or Australia, managers of mining companies, 1
Vo 7 RS il 5 4 )& prov
and others qualified to express opinions on the subject. | 'h\
. ; g : i anks
o Briefly summed up, the evidence of those experts went to coddil
g S g ; readily
) show that, in their judgment and from the practical results S y‘
¢ . . . s areates
e they had cither obtained or witnessed, not only in the dis- 2
\ 2 5 wealth,
trict covered by the DeLéry Patent, but throughout the kit
) g Srihor

whole of the Chaudiére mining country, no more promising
: auriferous region could possibly be desired ; and subsequent
events, though they may appear at first sight to have either
disproved or detracted from this favorable appreciation,

altentio
the evic
of the (

have not in reality done so, as, we think, we shall be able 3 Herb
to convince our readers. Some of the old Californian rnd , « The
Australian miners examined seem to have pointed out % Chaudi
striking features of resemblance between the Chaudiere 4 cation ¢
and some of the most famous gold-producing districts in ,’;‘”V“II‘
3 : it can b

those countries, and several of them remarked on the supe- i
riority of the water supply in the Chaudiére. Said Mr. : Johr
Thos. Sinjohn : — «T he

e . and, ¢
“ The Chaudiere is much more favorable as regards the l)utLquc
supply of water than Australia. In many cases in Austra- A
lia, we had to carry our wash dirt ten miles to the water. et

We used to dig during the dry weather and have to wait I
until the rainy season to wash.,  Thelargest gold was always Kl
found on the hills. % % % % [ have recason to believe 20
i s . e . “ 1
it (the Chaudiére) is a fair gold-bearing country and would It it
be remunerative if worked on reasonable terms and wunder & and, in
good police regulations.” & opinion
good re
In considering the resources of otir gold fields and the i

g S Speal

question of their future development, it is well to koop i

up to tt
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constantly in view this important fact of the superiority of
our water supply. When we take into account the vast
cconomical uses to which hydraulic mining has been put ‘
in California and reflect that, in the opinions of such emi- ‘
4 nent men as Sir William Logan and Mr. A. Michel, the
d auriferous drift in this Province covers the hills as well as “
@ the valleys, and that the mountain sides may in due course i
be proven to be as rich in the precious metal as the bedsor
banks of the streams which lave their feet, it will be
s went to : : : ; .
; readily seen that we are already in possession of one of the
cal results 2 T . R s |
i 4 greatest levers to success in the development of our minera {
in the dis- : ; : ;
- wealth, On this head, we shall have later on something
ichout the 5 ; ; 3 i
) farther to say ; but, in the meantime, we ask the reader’s }
romising : : “
! 2 altention to a few short extracts selected at random f{rom i
ubsequent : ! i H
A the evidence already referred to in regard to the character |
1ave either 5 0 : 1
of the Chaudicre as a gold region : —

preciation, 4 !
1l be able ; Herbert Williams, Mining Engincer, said : —
rnian cnd : “There is evidently large quantities of gold there, (the
ointed out Chaudiere,) and by the proper direction of labor, the appli-
Chandiere | cation of suitable machinery as well for the economical re-
Mstriatein moval of the =oil, as for the saving of the fine gold, I believe :
| it can be worked to a profit.” |
1 the supe- !
. '
Said Mr. John McCrae deposed :— :
“T have been mining on the Gilbert River all my time, ‘
i L and, as for the results, they were part of th‘e'iime h()pt;‘loss,. i
o Ry but I could never say but there was a sufficient quantity of |
S e gold to be found, if people had a sulficient longt}} of time i
d e to put their claims in order to work to advantage. i
ve to wait 2 i
Itl(;hl:’!{’l’t”\llt: Andrew Dale said :— i
and would “It is my opinion that the Chaudiere district is equal to |
L i Rlen and, in some cases, better than Pike’s Peak, and it is my
opinion it might be worked on a larger scale and with !
good results.” |

s and the

i x Speaking of the superficial character of the work done
o keep

up to that time, Edward Lyon, Mining Engineer, stated :—
4




4)6

“Work on the gold fields has but commenced, and the
results have been most extraordinary as compared with the
amount of labor and capital expended.”

John Greacen deposed.:—

T think that the gold ficlds have been worked to a very
limited extent, and that, considering the amount of work
done, and the manner of working, the results are such as to
satisly me of the great richness of the country.”

The late Mr. O. A. Russell, of this city, gave some evi-
dence on the occasion, which is specially worthy of repro-
duction as regards the resources of the Chaudicre country,
showing that the indications outside the section covered by
the DeLéry Patent arc as favorable as within, and, reason-
ing by analogy, that localities once wrought and abandon-
ed as worthless or exhausted, of which there are many in
that country, may even’ually turn out rich in the precious
metal. Ile said i—

“T prospected on the Metgermette. I found gold enough
to lead to the belief that a first-rate miner would make
from $8 to $10 per day. The result was equally favorable
on the Du Loup «nd Famine. % % 3% % 1 worked on
Carson’s I'lat (California), being about five miles from it,
when the mine there was discovered, and I was one of the
first that went to that ficld. % #* % % DBefore the dis-
covery of the mine, I prospected there and found the result
not as favorable as that 1 met with in prospecting on the
Gilbert.  Afterwards, however, there were great discoverie:
in Carson’s Flat. * # % % I would think that the
Glilbert should turn out as rich as Carson’s Ilal wilh the same
amount of labor.”

Mr. S. L. French, of Boston, said :—

“We went over a distance of some miles in length up
the Du Loup River and the Metgermette, and when I was
there I do not recollect in a single instance our ** prospect-
ing” for gold and not finding it as well on the hill tops as in
the valleys. In fact one pan of dirt taken from aspot of one
hundred and {ifty feet above the level of the river produc-
ed more picees of gold than any pan-full we took out on
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the banks of the river. % % % % In talking with
Californians who have mined cight or ten years, and on
deseribing how the Chaudiére mines were managed, they
have told us that the comparatively small quantity of gold
taken out is accounted for by the slovenly way of mining "

Joseph Riga, gold miner, said :—

“I am of opinion that there are rich deposits there, (IU-
caud-Veadreuil)) and, if facilities are given for the proper
exploration of the same, there is no doubt that large profits
will be the resvlt.”

Michacl Cahill, postmaster, Jersey Point, deposed :—

“I have been in the district for thirteen years, and have
seen gold found in the Chaudiere and Du Loup, Metger-
metie, Travellers’ Rest, Portage, Kempt, Oliva, Lindsay
Stream and Staflord Brook. The mines can be worked, [
believe, to make them pay, as I can say {rom experience
among the inhabitants of Jersey.  Formyown part, I have
hought gold [rom them for ten years past to the amount of
from two hundred to a thousand doilars cach year.”

James Bailey, of Quebee, declared :—

“ITe had worked on at least 60 or 80 gulliesin Australia,
which did not turn out half as well as that spot on the
Gilbert ; it had paid much bettter on an average than many
places he had been at in Australia. Canada was much
better off in respect of water power; he had mined in two
or three places in Australia at which, of he had had water
power, he could have made a forlune in a few months.”

These few excerpts, from o mass of similar testimony
favorable to the Chaudiere, suflice to establish its high
character as an auriferous region. But it will, no doubt, he
said that they do not explain how it is that so favorable a
region has not come to be more fully developed. They
nevertheless go a great way in doing so. They prove that
the business of gold mining as practised in in those compa-
ratively primitive days was not profitable, because it was
not systematic and intelligent, and because it was slovenly
and wasteful—in other words that it was, in a great mea-
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sure, a hap-hazard scrambling, unsupported by -capital,
exposed to unsettling causes, not the least of which were
the inexperience and bungling of the authorities, and pur-
sued under the difliculties incidental to a settled country
with vested rights, which were not to be encountered or
dealt with either in Australia or California. It is, therefore,
not at all surprising that the Chaudiére should have been,

50 to say, abandoned as a gold ficld in the popular idea of

the term ; nor is it to be wondered at that a reaction against
it in public opinion should have followed this circum-
stance, which has more or less relarded its development
ever since, with the assistance to some extent of the same
vexations as helped to dampen the spirits and lame the
energies of its pioneers. IHowerver, there is some satisfac-
tion in feeling that the evil has not been altogether unmix-
ed, as it has since afforded to capital, intelligence and per-
severance the opportunity of proving that if ever the auri-
ferous deposits of this Province are to he properly and
profitably developed, it will and can only come to pass
through their combined efforts, and this truth cannot be
too strongly impressed upon our Irovincial rulers. In no
connection, has it been more trinmphantly demonstrated
than in that of the supposed exhaustion of the rich deposits
on the Gilbert, for instance. *DPlayed out” sums up in
expressive, if not exactly high-toned Anglo-Saxon the
common impression for a long time past on this head. In-
deed, no popular error has gained greater ground than this
supposition, and certainly none has been more signally re-
futed by hard, incontrovertible facts, whose teachings, no
doubt, apply with equal force to many workings through-
out the Chaudic¢re country, which have been abandoned
for the same groundless reason. In reality, the most of
these old workings scem to have had no other object in
view than to skim the upper crust. In point of fact, there
is good reason to think that they should only be regarded
as exploratory, as simply determining the courses of the
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ancient auriferous river beds, which lie in many spots at
great depths beneath the present surface, and upon which
rest the true gold-bearing strata or richest alluvions; tho
present streams and water-courses having only been formed
subsequently to the drift, which now covers the gold region.
At the Gilbert, these strata, which have been the chief source
of all the gold latterly extracted in such large quantities as
to re-awaken public interest in the Chaudiére country,
have, we believe, been only reached at a depth of from 70
to 100 feet. It will thus be readily seen how futile is the
pretension that the richest deposits of the Chaundiére have
heen worked out, for, if' the theory be good, as it has been
proven at the Gilbert, that the true gold-bearing deposits
rest upon these ancient river beds at long distances below
the present surface of the country, there is no room to
doubt that it may hold equally good at the Des DPlantes,
Famine, Da Loup and other tributaries of the Chaudiere,
where the surface indications have been shown to be as
rich, or nearly so, as upon the Gilbert. This important
fact, brought to light as it has been by the perseverance of
intelligence and capital, should not be without its moral
effoct both upon those hopeful and adventurous spirits,
who may fancy that the glittering ore is almost to be
clutched for the trouble of stooping forit, and upon the
Government as plainly indicating the shape which any
enlightened policy should take to really and truly promote
the doevelopment of our gold fields.

We cannot close our present remarks without some re-
ference to the eminent public services which have been
rendered in the foregoing connection by such men as Mr.
W. P. Lockwood, of the Canada Gold Company, and the
Messrs. St. Onge. Indeed, the names of these gentlemen
may be said to be identified with the history of mining
enterprise on the Chaudiére—the one as the representative
of Iinglish capital and the pioneer of intelligent and
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systematic mining on a large scale; and the other as the
embodiments of native perseverance and progress. It is to
their unshaken confidence in the riches of the gold region
and their indomitable persistency in efforts to develop them
that the country owes the successful results, which have
once more directed public attention to the Beauce district and
its wealth of the precious metals. We must also add a word
with respeet to the past yield of those gold ficlds, as.an im-
portant factor in the question of their value and importance.
We notice that a writer in La Minerve recently estimated
it, from the date of the discovery of the precious metal on
the Chaudiere, at an approximate total ol 117,000 ounces,
of which about 70,000 weve taken {rom the Chaudicre and
40,000 from the Bustern Townships. We are ignorant of
the data upon which this writer bases his caiculations, but
we are {ree to say that, under the circumstances, they must
in their very nature be extremely unreliable. Without

pretending for a minute that our gold fields have any
claims to the title of an Lldorado, or that, like the Pactolus,
the streams of the Chaudiére country run over golden
sands, we firmly believe, with the correspondent already
quoted, that more gold has been taken out of them than
any person has any conception of. Indeed, it is morally
and physically impossible that the true amount, or even
anything approaching it, can or will ever be ascertained,
when we reflect upon the uncertainty of the length of time
during which the existence of the precious metal has been
known to the inhabitants of the favored districts, the spas-
modic and intermittent manner in which it was wrought
for down to 1864, when legislation first took place on the
subject and Gold Mining Commissioners or Inspectors
were named, the extent of the robberies practised upon
nmine-owners and operators by their employees, the inahi-
lity of the Inspectors to enforce or obtain anything like
truthful statements of the productiveness of the various
mines, the quantities secured (and unaccounted for) by
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“ prospectors” and others in an underhand way, and the
great secrecy and concealment indulged in to evade pay-
ment of unpopular royalties and percentages. In point of
fact, the only data at all which can be proceeded upon in
the matter are the admissions here and there by miners and
others interested and the information so grudgingly yield-
cd to the Inspectors since 1864, and which until quite re-
contly can only be accepted as stating half the truth. The
occasional discoveries of exceptionally large masses of the
metal or monster nuggets, some of which have been found
of various sizes up to 4 1bs. and over, Troy weight, (the
largest—one of 56 ounces—found on the Gilbert by St.
Onge & Co.) were, however, as a rule, sure to come (o
licht owing to the larger prices frequently obtained for
them more as remarkable specimens than on account of the
intrinsic value of the gold they contained. The latter fact,
no doubt, accounts for the large number of these that have
been heard of from time to time, or are to be found men-
tioned in the various official reports and publications on
the subject of the Chaudiere mines, their individual values
ranging {rom sums below $100 to the neighborhood of and
even over $1,100. In 1878, two alone were extracted on
the Gilbert, which were respectively worth $800 aud
$612. DBut these masses of the precious metal have only
formed at all times but the smallest contribution towards
the great total annually extracted, and cannot therefore be
considered as bearing more than that proportion to it as a
general whole, while itis estimated that 25 per cent., if not
more, of loss must be allowed for, owing to imperfect
methods of working and the absence of proper appliances
to save the fine gold, not to speak at all of the immense
amount lost through the utter inadequacy of the quartz-
crushing machinery inuse.  Accordingly, everything taken
into account, we are inclined to regard La Minerve's esti-
mate of the total yield, which, at $17 per ounce as obtained
for the ore on the ground by the miners, it values at
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$1,989,000, as being far below instead of near or above the
truth, Granting, however, for the moment, that it is ap-
proximatively correct, it is well to look at the significant
figures and speculations in which it enables our contempo-

rary’s contributor to indulge. Advocatiug, as a matter ol

necessity, the establishment of a regular Mint in Canada,
which would enable, as it ¢id in California and Australia,
miners to sell the native gold at its full value, instead of
being obliged to dispose of it on the spot or send it out of
the country at a loss; and assuming—what is the fact—
the presence in the auriferous deposits of the Chaudicre of
that rare and extremely valuable metal, platinum, of which
he claims that 10 parts are lost for every 100 parts of gold,
he shows satisfactorily enough on the basis of his total of
117,000 ounces extracted, that the country has suffered a
loss equal in actual money to the large sum of “$737,100,
which might have been obviated with the aid of proper
means to save the waste gold, sccure the platinum, and
enable operators {o sell the native gold at itsintrinsic value.
It may be remarked en passant that the consideration in-
volved in the existence of platinum, allied or otherwise,
with the gold of the Chaudiere, is a most important one,
and should not be lost sight of in view of the great rarity
and value of that metal, and the possibilitics of the electric
light. Incidentally also, it will be noted as curious features
of the mineralogical character and wealth of the Chaudicre
country, that not only is the gold of its deposits allied with
silver in a greater or less degree, but plentiful indications of
thelatter metal separately have been found, as well as pearls,
rubies and some other precious stones, pearls more especially,
which have sold at good, and, in some instances, even high
prices in the New York market. Another calculation
made by the writer in La Minerve is worthy of note, even
if it be of a highly speculative character, and with a brief
reference to it, we dismiss our subject for this issue. Re-
ferring to the operations condueted by St. Onge & Co. on
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the Gilbert, which he claims to bhe turning out gold at the
average rate of eight ounces per day, even without the use
of quicksilver, and this within the comparatively small
space of some three to four acres superficial—40 men being
cemployed tunnelling at an average of 200 working days in
the year, he computes that were one mile square to he
worked in the same eflicient and thorough way, and {o
prove equally rich in the precious metal, it would turn out
annaally elose upon some 39,000,660 worth, not to speai
of the vast amount ol labor to which it would give employ-
ment.

We give our contemporary’s cadculations and specula-
tions for what they are worth; but, at the same time, we
have no hesitation in saying that, with all their seeming
extravagance, they point a moral for this Province and its
Government, the sum and substance of which, in the me-
morable words of one of the leading witnesses before the
Canadian Legislature in 1865, is that “the best way to de-
velop the gold region is to afford every encouragement to lhose
who are spending thelr time and means in endeavoring lo open
itup.”

0 00—

ARTICLE III.

To enumerate all the drawbacks from which the devel-
opment of the gold mining interest in this Province has
more or less suflered in times past, would require more
than the civeumscribed limits of an ordinary newspaper
article.  But, for all practical purposes, they may be
divided into two great classes—-those of a remediable
character which were inherent to the miners and the
system of mining pursued, and those which were peculiar
to the circumstances of a settled country or have sprung

J
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from a train of artificial circumstances arising out of the
discovery of the precious metal.  'With the former, we have
already in some measure dealt. The consideration of the
Intter brings us face to face with the great question, which,
rightly or wrongly, is believed to involve the whole secret
of the tardy development of gold-mining as a regular and
profitable industry on the Chaudiere. It will, no doubt,
be at once understood that we allude to the DeLéry Patent,
which has been the object of so much angry contention
and wearisome litigation for so many years to the admitted
injury of our gold ficlds in general. Indeed, this famous
Patent has—so to say—Dbeen so identified with the history
of mining enterprise in Beauce, and has exercised so marked
an influence upon it, for good or evil, that it cannot be
dissociated {rom the consideration of any scheme which
may have for its very necessary object the better develop-
ment of our mineral resources in that region.

For one reason or another, but more particularly, we
must presume, on account of the greater ascertained rich-
ness of its auriferous deposits, most of the efforts heretofore
put forth in this desirable direction have centred in that
section of this region known as the Seigniory of Rigaud-
Vaudreuil, which, extending nine miles along the banks of
the Chaudicére and six miles back on each side, is covered
by the Patent, and, under the feudal system established in
Canada by the French Kings, was the property of the
members of the DeLéry family. It was within these limits
that the precious metal in the Chaundiere country was lirst
discovered ; in and around them the gold hunters have ever
since more or less swarmed ; and within them capital and
enterprise have chiefly expended their energies to establish
gold mining on a permanent and profitable basis, The
territory included in the Patent must therefore be regarded
as the nucleus of the gold mining districts, whose destinies
have been in a very large measure swayed beneficially or
otherwise by its controlling influence and example.
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As the cexclusive privileges conferred in perpetuity by
the DeLéry Patent are not very generally or very clearly
understood, it may be necessary to explain a few of the
antecedent circumstances which led to their being granted
as a kind of perennial and never-failing source of profit to
the members of the DeLéry family.

When gold was first discovered in Beauce seems to be
involved in some doubt. The late Dr. Anderson, in the
brochure already alluded to in these colummns, gives the
following account of its discovery :—
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