PRESS RELEASE

. INFORMATION DOIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

OTTAWA - CANADA

NO. 78 ' FOR TMLIEDI! TE RELEASE
Novembser 17, 1949.

The Secretury of Stote for External Affcirs announced
today that Canede ill porticipate in a third set of multiloterel
toriff negotictions under the General Agreement on Teriffs cnd
Trade to begin on September 28, 1950. The place cof the negotiaticns
will be decided ecrly next yeczr.

The negotiztions will follow the pattern sct at the trcode
confercnces held ot Geneva in 1947 :rd 2t fmnecy, Fronce, this year.

The 1950 conference will provide on cppertunity fer fur-
ther toriff negotictions with the United Stotes and ccuntries such
cs France, Benelux, Sweden, Itzly ond others which pcrticipoted in
the Geneva ond Annecy confercnces.

In addition negotiations will be conducted with a number
of other countries including %estern Germany, Peru and Turkey vhich
have expressed en interest in participating with a view to becoming
parties to the General Agreement.

Government depertments concerned are now uciiing preporc-
tions for these negotictions. In order to ~id these prepcrctions,
Cansdizn business firms cnd orgenizotions interested in tride with
the porticipating countries cre invited to subnit written represen-
tations,

Representcotions dexling with ferelgn toriffs should be
o~ddressed to the Commercicl Relations cnd Fereign Torifi's Divisiocn
of the Department of Trade nnd Commerce. Represeninticns Zecling
with the Conadian toriff should be addressed to the Internztionsl
Econonic Relcotions Division of the Department of Finince. The
respective divisions cf the two departients will be prepared to
receive supplementory orzl representaticns or explenciicrs of ony
briefs presented. '

Requests for tariff :nd cother concessions imust be exchonged
betvicen the countrics ccncernced by Jonuory 15, 1950. Therefore
representations should be submitted to Ottrwc as scon os nossitle but
in any cese not later then Jenunry 1, 1950, Supplenentory informotion
noy be submitted leter if the nced crises. The preparatery vork
will be focilitoted if briefs cre subnitted in six copies.

The negotictions will be corried on between poirs of
countrics on a product-by-preduct bosis. Eoch country oy request
toriff concessions from each otner country on those products of
which it is or mcy become the principal supnlier to that country.

A1l concessions gr-nted will be extended equelly to «ll the ccuntries
vwhich sign the cgrecient.
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In cddition to customs tariffs and other charges on imports
tnd exports, the negotictions may include the foliowing: mnixing
regulations, tariff quotzs =nd protection aofforded through the
operation of import cnd export monopolies. Accordingly, requests
mey be submitted for concessions in respect of these motters in
the some woy os requests for tariff concessions.

Negotiations by the United States will be governed by
their Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act. Under this Act, the
President of the Unitec Stotes is empowered to reduce tariffs on
dutiable imports by not more than 50 per cent of the rates in force
cn January 1, 1945. Accordingly, any items which were reduced to
this extent zs a result of the Annecy or Genevea negotiztions connot
be reduced further ot this time.

Although briefs are not required to follow o precise
outline, the following points moy be of assistance to firms cnd
orgenizetions wishing to submit representations:

(1) The general purpose of the proposed negotiztions
is the reduction of trade barriers ond the expansion
of world trade. Accordingly representations should
decvote particular cttention to the possibilities of
enlarging the cccess of Concdizn industry to
external merkets,

(2) The negotiations will be conducted in accordcnce with
the provisions of the Generczl fAgreement con Tariffs
and Trode ond the Hevana Trade Cherter.

(3) It is desirable thaot briefs contcin = concise stote-
nent regerding:

(2) concessions which Cancle should seek from
the participating countries ineluding o
clear description of the products involved;

(b) items on which tcriff concessions by Cancde
night be desirable or undesircble,

Canada vill ntve on opportunity to negoticte with the
following countries vhich are at present porties to the Genercl
Agreement or vhich are expected to adhere os & result of the Annecy
negotintions:

Austrclia France Doainican Republic
Benelux (i.e. Belgium Indic Finland
Netherlsands and New Zenlond Greece
Luxenburg) Horm:ay Heiti
Brazil Pokistzn Italy .
Burma Southern Rhodesia Liberiz
Ceylon Syria-Lebenon Unicn Nicoraguo
Chile - Union of South 4Lfrice Sueden
Chinza United Kingdom Urugucy
Cuba . United Stcates

Czechoslovckia Denmcark
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In oddition, invitations have been extended to the countries
listed below vhich are not now parties to the Generzl Agreement, but
which moy wish to participate in the negotictions with a view to
beconing members. Conedn has indicated its willingness to negotiate
with ony of these countries which accept the inviteticn:

American Republics Europe Middle ond Far East
Argentina Austric Afghcnistan

Bolivia Jealond Egypt

Costa Rica Ireland Hoshimite Jordan Kingdeom
Ecuador Polond Iran

El Sclvador Portugal Iraq

Guatemcla Switzerland Isrcel

Mexico liestern Germony Nepal

Pconana Philippines

Pcrogusy : Republic of Korea
Peru Turkey

Venezuela

The final list of actucl perticipents will not be knovm
for some time. The following have indicnoted interest in taking
port:  Austric, Guatemale, Peru, The Philippines ond Turkey, while
Icelond ond Nepal have declined the present invitcotion. The
attitude of the remainder has not yet been indiccted.




