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THE GOOD

Sabbath School Lessons.
December, 28th, 1862,

THE BLIND SEE AND THE DUMB
SPEAK.—Matt. ix. 27-34,

1. THE RYES OF THRE BLIND OPENED.

Two blind men followed him—What a
source of unsefulness and enjoyment is the
sense of sight! Of all the senses it is the
one with which we would most unwillingly
part. How helpless are the blind ! Yet in-
finitely more deplorahle, infinitely more to be
deprecated, is the case of the spiritually
blind.
shines in vain. They see no beauty in Jesus
that they should admire him. The Spirit of
Light has never irradiated their heaits to give
them a knowledge of themselves, of God the

Father, and of Jesus, whom to know is eternal |

life. No vision of the bright celestial city, with
its streets of gold, and gutes of pearl, cheers
their lone pilgrimage throngh this dark world.
Thon son of David.—In their prayers for
merey they acknowledeed the Divinity of
Jesns, the title by which they Addressed him,
shows that they recoonized his humanity.—
While he was the great (od who created and
preserves the universe, they knew him as * the
root and offspring of David," as hone of their
hone and flesh of their flesh. 1t is the real-

ization of this great truth that gives the be- !
liever a holy boldness (0 to express it) in

appmn(‘hinr: the throne of grace; Heb. iv.
15=16. Ses that no man know it.—Self-
presorvminn was doubtless a reason why the
Lord gave them this injunction.  He would
not inenr needless danger.  As man he also
acted upon the injunetion which he gave his
disciples, “ Lot not thy left hand know what
thy right hand doeth;” Matt. vi. 3.

9

-

They hronght to him a dumd man. We
chonld enlearour to hring others to Jesus, —

THR DUMB SPEAX.

The devil e east ont.—>an since the fall

has hecome suhject not only to he tempted
but even to be possessed hy devils, and to
every other evil. But as the shadows flee
hefore the rising <un, so do all our enemies
at the cominz of our Saviour.

miracle, the Pharisees attempted to account
for .t hy an evident ahsurdity, their jndgment

being darkened hy the mists of evil passions. '

Looarn. L. That we should bring our sor-
ows to Jesns, This the blind men did, and we
never read or heard of any, who did so in sin-
cerity and truth, whose pcayers were ro-
Jjected.

2.

To them the Sun of Righteousness

Whilst the '
multitudes marvelled at this unprecedented ,
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the blind men’s prayer was dependent on their
faith; ver. 29. Their faith was genuine, ag
was proved by their eyes being immediately
opened. .
3. We should according to our talents
and opportunities bear witness for Jesus.—
Our Lord had good reason for enjoining
silence on these two men. But they could
not e silent. They had experienced nis love,
his mercy, and his power, and counld not bnt
lutter his praises wherever they went; Ps.

i exlv. 1.

i 4, In doing good we may expect to he
opposed and misrepresented. ~ Our Lord was
i 0, ver. xxxiv, and his disciples cannot expect
4

I to fare hetter; John xv. 20; 2 'Tim. iii. 1%

! Qur great consolation should be that there 14
' One who is intimately acquainted with onr
! conduet and motives, One who judges right-
“eonsly, and by whose judgment alone we must
stand or fall, and who will not fail, on the ap-
! pointed day, to acquit his servants before as-
| sembled worlds; Matt, xxv. 34: 1 Cor iv. 5;
'2 Cor. v. 10,

| -

| TIMI: AND ETERNITY.

e > @ e

A WORD FOR TIIK DYING YEAR.

|
i _ This present year’s last day is now within
lflzht. Earth has gone round its vast orbnt
once more, hearing upon its <hounlders our sin-
ning millions.  And the old sun ig still in the
! blue sky, and the old monntains stand, and
the old forests wave, and the old rivers .
All these are doine their work, and doing it
well as fhvy have done for ages. They ier,
all of them, noble fifillers of the mighty wil
"of God, ministers of His eternal purpose, ‘To
them there is no past and no future.  Aseacn
Hinished day drops off, their past disappears for
Lever; and ag eachnew dawn comes up, there
comes witn it a new preseat, heyond whien
! there is nothme.
¢ With usitis different.  Onr present is the
leaxt part of us.  Our past and onr fature are
the great tisings of beinz. 1t is by them th:g
our present is what it 1s.  The past throws
jiteelt onward, and the future throws itse'
hackward; the influences of both meet in the
present.  Lach works in its own way, and ae-
cordinT to its own nature.  The past is all a
certainty, sl we know what it has been, ‘The
knowtedge of its certainties, great and  sma |,
moulds us; for they have all a meaning anl
V' bearing on our present. The tuture is an
; ancertainty; we know not what it containg
for us.  The thought of this uncertainty
moulds us; and the desire of heing realy
| against whatever may be coming, attects our

d . L83
The necessity of faith—the answer to | present stute of fechuyg and action.
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* What, then, has the past heen to us: and
What is the nuture of thut inflaence, which it
i5 now exerting upon us?

Waste' of mind, waste of soul?  Auad is it this
Waste that is now telling on ns, and muking
us 80 uslike what we oueht to he?
these past twelve months been but links in «
long ciain of vanities. pleasures, dreans, (Jis-
appoiutments, follies. sins?  Aud is it tuis
that is now telling apou our present. and
Emping it with a character, which we feol 40
be infiuitely nndesirable, us well as periious in
tie extreme?

Let as deal honestly with ourselves. Tt
Us exanine our present; let us understand ivs
Counection with the pust; aind let us watiior
up cageriy the teachings which such a serutiny
st mevitably preseut to ws. So shali the
{'ns[ not be wholly fost; so shall tie present

¢ extricuted from the connection in whicl
it stands with pastevil; or rather, all that evil
shail be trausmuted into good.

What is tiie fiture to us? Tt stands hefore
us, Wit its loud of wneertaintes: ad ing o
taat clond we must enter. Ts it then excreis
ing aright inflaence upon us? - Are we hoeer
el becanse of tuis prospect?  Ave wo  boo
coming hoiier, traer, greater, wmore forvent,
more prayerlul, more watehful?

whase peaks and eliffs are the resort of the
niist, and tae tempest, and  the thuander, ac-
Guire a higher chiavacter and a bolder wiil: <o
vght it to be witn us; looking pernetuilly o
Luat mountainous future that inees uz, with 2}
its erawding mists, “what manner ol persons
vdght we tg e in all holy couversation aud
gudiiiiess.”

To speak, however, of our conneetion with
the pust and the future, is to speak vaeuely,
Conncction with the oveat Being in whosoe
Lauds are all our pasts. neesent=, and futires,
i the really weighty point. His hoine
witl spresd over tie whole hreadth of these

tiree reaions of Hle: for e “qeas, and He Is, -

wid Heds focome:” awl He is te came ges-
Corday. wil 2o-duyand for ever;” “ from ever-
Listing to everiustinr God.”

Toat it may be weil with us, He, and we
st be at one; havine o separate intecost,
urowalk, or will. His past mnst be our Past;
His present onr preseni; His fature owr futnre,
Ourswas " minst be linked to Fis *wasy om’
‘ix”to His*is: our * to come "to His * to come,”

1 ixiunction, alienation, cumity, i such a cuse,

can be 10 us potuing save sorrow, and dark-
ness, and alarm. It during the * vesterday ”

of vur life, we huve secured this ouencss, |

tirough the recouciling and cementing hlood;
then it is well with us *to-day,” and it will
be well with us “for ever.” DBut if there be

THE GOOD

Has there been
waste of life, wuste of power, waste of feeling, -

Liave .

Tt is said
that men, living in o region of monntaine,

NEWS:

still no sure recoiciliation, and no cohscionsg
relation-hip, theu is onr whole being, with all
its iuterests, and hopes, und longings, still in
Jjeopurdy, like a ship, without anchor, sail, or
pilot, drilting shorewards, in the uight of
stoin
The Jife of a sinner, as such, can only end
in the second deatin, 13t is to end in glad-
ness, amd 1o run oninto the life everfusting, it
st be begun over ogain. The evil does
uwot merely lic in the leaves and branches of the
e hotin the stem aud root; the sap s
tainted, and nnless that is heaied, all Qorts at
improvemcnt a.e vain, 1t was this, evidently
titat tie Lord meant to tol Nicodesius, when
e slartled Lo with the awiud words, “ Ye
tist be born arain” Onr whole Lo must be
treated as uiterly evil, oar spiritusd lik-blood
tuovouaghly corrunted; awd no remedy can be
O Y e #ave that wineh goes 1o the very
csouice. The shiner's e must be reconr
enced from itsvery fisst outsct, Lt is not
merely to be gonie over and retonched: but it
L5 To be e anew, us if it had mover exiqted
befort.  Verily, vedily, 1say wito thee, Bx—
Carr A MAN 18 BORY AGALY, he cannot see the

Kisgdom of God;™ Joan ik, 3.
WITNi BT THE SAVIOUR.

The hoavens guve witiess. A new star
passed thvouzh the sky at This o nation;
and ot s eracifiaion, for taree lio urs tae
s Was darkened.

The wiads and seus gave withess when, at
His word the tampest was inshed, and rouzsh
Wiaiows winootied into a cabn, At the sume
word e dnbabitants o the waters erowded
arotad the snip, and filed the net of tue

bl ad worsh pping discipies,

Tae curth gave witiess. At His death
and at Ls resuerection it trembicd to its
contre,

ot

Bisease gave wimess. TFevers were re-
huked; tae biind saw  their dueiivorer; the
dmnby pubiished His glory: the vick of tae
pray were nnde wiole: aud the lepors were
dieansed st s bidding.

Tie arave gave witness when  Lazarus
e {orth, and many bodies of the saiuts
wich slept arose. .

Tie invizible world gave witness,  Devils
acknowledecd Nis Vivinity, aud fled from
His presence.  Angels mimstered to him jn
Phe desert, the gaiden, aud the towmb. A
"multitade sang an anthem in theair, in the
hearing of the shepherds; and as our risen
* Lord ascended up to glory they accompauied

( Hiw—Herald of the Truth,
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DISCERNING TIME.

“ A wise man's heart discerneth both time and judgment.”—Eceles. viii. 5.

BY THE REV. PATRICK GRAY, KINGSTON, C.W.

Before another issue of this publication, ! reverberating o’er the world should awaken
one of time's great periods shall have | the sleeper, alarm the negligent, rouse to
closed, and a succeeding one shall have | agony the conscience of the unsavel
commence! its course. Another year shull | sinner, and startle and solemnize us all.—
have been added to the world’s age; anew | Surely, we ure called upon to try to dis-
wrinkle furrowed in its brow,  We shall be | cern something in the time that will induca

" one year nearer to eternity—to the vast, thoughtfulness, and lead us to prayer, and
boundless, unbeginning, unending;—fron ' heaven-directed effort, which, by God’s
which time, may be looked back upon, as ' blessing, may result in the redemption of
a little episode in the grand epic of Being | time by us, and in lasting benefit to our
and Duration—one page of history, all- ‘ souls, “A wise man’s heart discerneth
im: o tant butbrief-—-a fragment of a volume, | both time and judgment.”  Fools only are
without a commencemeut or a close. unheeding, and content to be ignorant jn

And when we reflect, that we are deeply such a case,
interested in the matter, as’ inhabitants of 1. Discerning time, is looking at it, con-
the earth, as pilgrims here, travelling toan |sidering it and a'l about it; to know what
undiscovered country beyond ; appearing on | it is, and what we have to do with it.
this scene for a little season, then stepping | Timeisto us, to all; the period of earth- -
oit into that unknown future,wheu we call to | ly mortal life; a portion of it already gone,
mind, that our days are numbered by these | beyond recall; a present moment in poss-
pussing years, and that, long before earth’s { ession—and a probable lengthening of our
story euwds, while yet its years are rolling | term a little farther into the future.
on with unflagging force, and undiminished Time is 2 fragment of éternity yet noy
speed, our sojourning will eease, and our detz.icbed. It is alink in the endless chain
name and memorial, which may linger for of infinite duration. Itisa point in the
a little while in the treasured affections of | great circle, whose line of circumference
those who lovod us, shall at last utterly has neither starting point nor terminus.
pesish from i g men. When we think We are now in life; we are immortal ; as
0.1 what is our appointed and proper busi- l'such, we ha.ve begl{n a deathless life; weo
Ness here, and how we have conducted it, ! are alre:ulry in eternity. A portion of that
and so prepared for meeting the Judge eternal be‘mg s to be spent b}’f us here—
and Master, whose serutiny we shull en. | our appointed time on earth : Itis meavured

by a few short years. They are passing—

will soon be past;~—and then we shall ¢x-
change our present form and mode of life
for that state of existence to which no num-
bering of years, no measuring line can be
applied. ’
Discerning time ia to notice and verify..

eounter there, And when we think of sins
committed, and guilt ineurred, and wrath
deserved ;—of Christ and grace vouchsafed
W us;—of death and judgment inevituble;-—
of heaven with its glories, and hell with it
borrors; of this the mercy-time—our day
* grace, so swiftly hurrying down to night:
~swiely the deep toll of time’s great bellt 1. Ite vast importance.
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Our eternal destiny—an unchanging char-
acter of good, or evil, and. an unchanging
condition of weal or woe—isa result or
consequence of what we gain or lose_in
time.

Like to our fellow-men scattered over
the face of the whole earth, of- whom it
cannot be said that there is one just, and
who sinneth not, Like tothe generations
who have preceded us, back to our com-
mon ancestors who apostatized from God,
‘We are alienated from the Holy one—ex-
cluded from paradise we see no Eden here--
‘We find that “ although affliction cometh
not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble
spring out of the ground; yet man js born
unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.”
Laden with sin, oppressed and harassed
oft by guilt and misery together, yet blind,
careless, reckless, impenitent, we are un--
worthy to live, and unprepared to die.
‘We are unable to answer in judgment,
and unqualified to enterheaven. Dry fuel,
fit material for theall-devouring fire! Such
are we all in our natural state now. Such
—ttll we experience a gracious change—till
we are born again, “not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God,”

But the Lord has refrained from visiting
in strict requital. He looked in pity on the
rebellious and ruined race. He remembered
that ¢ they were but fading flesh.” He knew
the fearful consequences of sin, and “in the
good pleasure of his goodness,” He laid the
sinner’s help upona “ mighty one,” and sent
His own eternal Son to be the Redeemer
and King of a people saved by grace.

He sent Jesus to be * the light of the
world "—to illustrate the known, and to re-
veal unknown truth, to inform men of God’s
good will, and His longing for their return
to Him, and His readiness to draw, help,
and receive them to his gracious favour.

He sent Jesus as the Messenger of the
mew covenaut, to nnfy it with his blood

to assure men of its betterness, to mvm.

THE GOOD NEWS.

them on its ground, to awe them, convict
them, melt them, and satisfy them by the
greatness of the sacrifice with which it was
sealed. He sent Jesus—made “Son of
man,” our Brother —to speak to us as only
a Brother with fellow-feeling could—to
charge meun that their Father in heaven
designed that covenant’s blessings for them,
—<the wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked ;”-and that in all this,
while loving them himself, as no biother
but Jesus could love, He was only dis-
charging his duty as Mediator—only doing
God’s will when he presented to them—
to one, to all, to any sinner whatever, a
complete salvation without price; and that
he was determined, and able to save every
rebel laying down his arms, and submit-
ting to God's rightecusness, and accepting
His grace.

Further, God who sent his Son in the
first instance te bless us by turning us
from iniquity, gave, and gives yet His
Holy Spirit to enlighten man’s darkened
intellect, and soften his hard heart, and
bend his stubborn willj-to lead him as a
penitent to the cross; as pardouned there to
God’s family; as redeemed and adopted
to holiness; and so transform the sin-ruined
into a living soul, and seul it for Christ
and heaven.

All this is of grace—all this is done in
time. Our life terin bere is God’s *¢ac-
cepted time,” in which, if ever, we are to
come to “know God and Jesus Christ,.
whom he hath sent, whom to know i8
everlasting life” ¢¢To-day, if ye will
hear his voice, harden not your heat.”
“ Work while it is to-day ; the night cometht
when no man can work.”—Now ! then, |
if we are everto be saved, we are t0
be saved from sin, and to fear and love
and serve our God. Now! if we are to have
a dwelling-place with him in bliss, w0
are to be sanctified—set apart for Godr
and a holy, happy, eternal life.”
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When time ends there shall be no longer
kins, temptations, fears, sorrows, or dangers
to harass Christians. And no more in-
$tructions, invitations, remonstrances, or
warnings for ungodly men.

O Time, Time ! might each of us say. Time
lost, Time yet given. Important, much and
long neglected time! My salvation or per-
dition is tobe recorded in God's book before
I am done with thee—0 God!give me

thy grace that I may be saved in time.
2, Discerning the time is to notice and

know its brevity—to mark how swiftly it
passes away from us.

The history of mankind is a long and
tragic tale, running so far back into the
misty past, that, except what we find in
one Book, no trace remains of the beginn-
ing and early stages; and nothing more
than a trace remains—a dim vestige of
one dire and universal catastrophe, which
overwhelmned the race of men after cen-
turies of human life had passed away.
And yet bow briefthe whole period! 6,000
years orso. That’s all. Four figuressumn
it up. And how swiftly the 6.000 have
glided along—never stopping, never mind
ing what men said, or did, or thought all
the while.

The origin of all existing nations is
involved in mystery. From thetime when
authentic history casts its first light on
their barbarous beginnings, down through
all their bLlood-stained annals, to this, the
day of their maturity or decay seems long
indeed. How many generations have lived !
How many kings have reigned! How
much of toil, and misery, and oppression,
and suffering, must have been bornel
How many social convulsions, religious and
political changes have taken place! How
many great battles fought! How many
great men flourished! And how many
litde, or unnoticed men must have lived—
fought life’s sore battle—now joyous and

kopeful, now stricken, and sad, and weary,
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and then have gone away to fatten um-
known church-yards! And look back. Ten
or twelve hundred years ago, these nations
had not a name. How quickly time has
passed from Charlemagne to this nineteenth
century !

The pedigree of families can be ascer-
tained in some cases. A reputed ancestor
may be found in some man of note, who
lived long since, and was famed perhaps
for his erimes.  And then when we enum-
erate the years that have elapsed sincethe
patriarch lived, they are so few, that it
seems to us as if these old times and men
of renown must have vanished to be so
completely lost to view.

Those of us who have reached maturity
or old age, can remember their childhood,
when years looked like unending things,
and life was a summer day—sometimes
oercast and stormy, but still a summer
day. And coming winter was unthought
of, and every prospect was radiant with
hope and beauty. They can look back’
from their autumn or winter time, and
with their sad experience, smile or sigh at
the visions that charmed them once. But
with all their experience, and with know-
ledgeso certain of the fact, they can hard-
ly realize the truth that so much time haa
passed so swiftly. ¢« Why it looks like
yesterday,’ the grey-headed man will say,
‘when I ran, and laughed, and played
with young companions;--where are they
now that merry band? Two or three bow-
ed down with years and cares,—the rest all

gone! And it is not long since. There
is the tree I planted when a boy; it is but
ayoung tree yet, when my heart and flesh
are fainting and failing! So swiftly passes
time.

Ithas not paused in its flight. Itis
passing now—the time to secure an interest
in Christ. The acceptable year of the
Lord will soen be over. We cannot stay
its progress. Let us try then to find
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¥o—let us ery for His grace to whom al Or, worse atill, could that man have: an-
thousand years are as a day. ticipated the spectacle presented in the.
8. Discerning the time is to notice the | eternal city ' now? Could he have believed
¢hanges that have occurred during its pro- | that, after men awoke from the sleep
gress, and to be rightly affected by the; of the dark ages, and found that their
thoughts which these changes suggest. | life-action, and aim, and thought, had been
Just try to think of what must havei but(h‘eams,—dhtre&sing, terrible,degrading,
been witnessed and felt, of joy and sorrow, “ leaden, cursed unrealities—a  phantom
of glittering hope and moody despair, by | would be found in ol Rome—a ghastly
2ll the men of all generations, from the ‘rather than a ghostly successor and cari-
beginning to the last.  “They all died, ; cature of the Drewm King? Like a bird of
But bLefore death, what varieties—what vi- ' Dight and evil omen, winking its eyes un-
cissitudes ! [ used to light, and trying to bear itself de-
Think of the mighty empircs which “flantly amid Lhe'glare of the nm.)n-dz.ly sun. of
bave been—their growth, extent, strength k.nnwlcdge which 'scorcbcs i hke.gnn-
decline, and fall, one after ancther. ;\H ning death’s head, lifeless, soulles.?. trylng" to
bearing at ove period, the marks of stability. | cha.tter and mutt,;fr, and peep. L‘lf‘v) maniac
All passed away! ; raving,endeavouring to persuade itself, that

. “again it will enslave the worl] —the world !
1 one had looked upon Tmperial Rome, that pities it, that helps it for its own bad

the day that Christ was born, surveying its ends—that props it up with bayoudts in

vast dominion, estimating its strenoth : . L .
.‘M' 1 L ¢ { T T 2 ¢ Italy, and elzewhere with legislative  provi-
. v iliz r elements of . . .

siches, civilization, and other elements o sion, and laughs in scorn at the miserable

i av 1 a4 b, e
powa.l, could he have thought it possible, imbecility !
that in the course of 400 or 500 vears, the |

. . I - .ql ]
proud mistress of the woild, with all her; YWho, that may have “a_'k‘”l through
pomp, would be lying ableeding, s} oliated : the streets of London, or Paris, or lwho has
suppliant at the feet of then unknown sa- beard of the extent, power, and influence
vages? and that darkness and Larbuism , Of the great empires, of which they form
would cover her most enliglitened pmvinces,”he C""‘“'es’ COU.H easily ‘h”"k of utter
and even sacred Italy 2 Or could that man | desolation breoding o'er thesite of these
have believed that, in the course of another | €108 3 ut.ter prostration as the doom of
500 years, there would arise a new pow- | theseempires --It may not befor long, long
er in that old Rome, with spiritual pre- | Ages; but the destruction cometh, and no
tensions greater than any authority ever ™Man knows how soon. The end of all
excercised by the Camsa's ; with spiritual "things is at hand, however lengthened that
fulminations as its weapons; with armies, i lefinite period may appear to the percep-

of cowled monks and shaven priests and  Bons of men.
witred bishops, to carry its aggressions into

eveiy land ; with lying promises decoying,

with lying threatenings terrifying, with ly-
iog superstition imposing on the religivue
soutiment of man i-—and, having bound all
in spiritual fetters, receiving a homage
and a tribute which stern o'@ pagan Ronie

wwiat exlorted, aud would have rejected |

Wil seara?

And Time is what it has
been, It passed, and all things withered,
grew old, and died. Tt passes and alk
“things wither and shall die,

Concluded on page 669.

N

Humiiiry.—The Christian graces grow
only under the shade of the Cross, and
i Yo oot ol hewa all i buanility.

o ek o o e
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OLD HUMPHREY ON TIME.

.

“And Pharaoh said unto JacoB, How old
&t thou? Gen. xivii. 8

When I was a young lad, my father

one day called me to hiw, that he might |

teach me how to know what o'clock it was,
He told me the use of the minute finger,
and the hour hand, and deseribed to me
the figures on the dial-plate, until I was
pretty perfect in my part.

No sooner was 1 quite master of this
alditional knowledge than T set off seamyp-
¢ring to join my conpanions. at a gaine
of ring-taw 5 but myv father called me back
tgain :i—¢ Stop, tlumphrey,” said he, « I
hiave something else to say to you.” |

Back again I went, wondering what else |
1 had ot to learn, for I thonght that I |
knew all about the clock, quite as weil as l

1

wy father did i

“ [tamphrey,” said he, « I have taught
vou to gknow the time of the day, I must
now teach you how to tind out the time of
vour lite,”

All this was Dutch to me; g0 I waited
rather impatiently to hear how my father
would explain it, for I wanted sadly to go
to my murbles

«The Bible,” said he, «“describes the years
of man to be three-score and ten or fourscore
vears. Now, life is very uncertain, and
Jou mav not live a single day Tongers but
if we divide the fourscore years of an old
man’s life into twelve parts, like the dial of
the clock, it will allow almost seven veurs
for every ficure. When a boy is seven
vears old, then it is one o'clock of his life,
and this is the case with you; when you
arrive at fourteen years, it will be two

tlock with vousand when at twenty-one
veats, it will Le three o'clock, should it
i)]ease God thus to spare your life. Inthis
manner yvou may always know the time of
vour life, and looking at the clock may per-
imps remind you of in‘ My areat graqd-
father, according to this caleulation, died
al twelve o'clock ; my grandfacher at eleven,
and my father at ten. At w.hat Liour you
and I shall die, Humphrey, is only known
to Him to whom all things are known.”

Never since then have I heard the in-
quiry, « What o'clock i it?” nor do I think
that ] have even looked at the face of &

L g

clock, without being reminded of the wotda
of my father. :
I know not, my friends, what o'clocl it
may be with you, but I know very well
! what time it is with myself; and that if §
| mean to do anything in this world which,
| hitherto, I have neglected, it is high time
to set about it. The words of my fathet
have given a solemnity to the dial-plate of
ra clock, which it never would, perhaps,
j have possessed in my estimation if these
i words bl not been spoken. Look about
s you, my f iends, T earnes ly entreat you, and
cnow and then ask vourselves what o'slock
{1t is with you.— Weekly Visitor
| S
!i GROWTH 1N GRACE.
I

- -

True grace isa growing principle.  The
Christian grows in discernment: a child
may play with a serpent, but a man gets
as far ot from it as he can; a child
| may taste poison, but a man will not suffet
la speck of Poison near him. Ha grows in

i
H

Hhomility : the blade shoots up boldly, and

| th» young ear kccps ercel with confidence;

:lmt the full corn in the ear inclines itself

s towarls the earth, vot because it is feebler,

 but beeause it is matured.  He grows in’
(strength: the new wine ferments and frots

'but the old wine acquires a body and-
Fflrmness.
E’ T e @ e ———

! Hovr or Heartu—When you say, “ Pre-
"pare for eternity,” to the healthful man, he
may say, “ My pulse beats strong, my cousti-
- tution is in good order, and there is no come
s plamt which afificts me, o to the sick-man
cand tell him to get ready—tell him to pre-
;pare”  “Yes, but I must tell you too. Re-
fmember Job's sons amd daughters were all
tuken off before him, und, we have reason to
believe, when in perfect health. How many,
in full bloom, have been called from ot
neighbourhood—the high and the low—sand
been removed to another world !

Tovcnine ReBuke.—The celebrated La
. Motte, who had lost his eyesight, being one
day in a crowd, accidentally trod upon the
foot of a young man, who instantly struck
him a blow in the face. ¢ Sir,” said Ta
‘Motte, « yon will be very so;ry [0 what

you have done, when I te!! you that I am
blind.”
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LINES ON THE DYING WORDS
OF THE AUTHOR OF “THE SAINT'S EVERLASTING
REST.”

*The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick.”—Isaiah
xxxiii. 24.

He lay upon a bed of pain,

From whence he ne’er should rise again;.
Pain that exhausted by its power,

Pain still increasing hour by hour.

Though well he knew death would be gain,
He could not say, “ Pain is not pain:”?

God wrought for him no miracle,

Day after day he suffered still!*

But was the leve to him denied,
Which in the furnace stood baside
The saints of old, with watchful eare,
Nor let its hot flames singe one hair?

Which shut the mouths of lions wild,
Lest they should harm Ris captive child;
Nor let the viper's venom’d sting

To His belaved servant cling?

©h, no! that love was still the same,
Although pain shook the wrecking frame;
Not yet to bid all suffering cease,

But to infuse a hidden peace.t

And more than that, a hope 8o bright

In joys not yet revealed to sight;

A trust so stedfast and so sure

In his Physician's promised cure,

That, when one asked him, “ How fare you??
(Oh! precious words both just and true!)
With gladness inexpressible,

He prompily answered, « ALMoOST WELL!"}

Anticipation bright and blest,
Brought to his soul a present rest—
A foretaste of the rest of heaven,
Soon to the weary pilgrim given:
Like streaks of glory cre the tide
Of sunset hues spread far and wide,
Till lake and mountain, wood and ficld,
Glow like a burnish'd golden shield;
Or like the Inll, before the storm
Assunes its most tremendous form,
Bweet presage of an after-peace,
More perfect, when its tumults ceage.

Faith saw the land of glorious rays;

Faith fixed upon the King its guve:

And, looking up from suffering's dale,
Scanned the blest heights beyond the veil.,

Prophetic were his parting words, .
Sweet echoes from celestial chords,
Whose music, failing on his ear,

None else were privileged to hear,
Till, with a joy too decp to tcll,

They caught nis dying ™ Almost well 1"
Scarce said, ere his calm eyelids close
Upon earth’s many sins and woes,

To open in a home above,

Upon Lis father's smile of love!

There, in full joy, and glory bright,
Crown'd with a’coronet of light;
All puin forgotten, as a dream
Dispelled by morning’s rising bheam;
Admitted with his Lord to diwell,
Not almost ndw, but wholly well;
The bliss his pen sought to pourtray
}"{1 time’s oft dark and cloudy day;
hen but imagined, now possessed;
“His is TheSaint's Eternal Rest!”

THE GOOD NEWS.

* « I have pains;” said the Rev. Richard Baxter
when near the close of his earthly life; “there is
no arguing against sense.”

T “1have pains,” he said, « but I have peace.—
T HAVE PEACE.”

! The words uttered.

STORIES FROM THE BOOK.

(FoR THE LITTLE €HILDREN.)

THE BIRTH OF MOSES gx, ii. (1—10.)

The promised time is drawing nigh—
Four hundred years have run;

But Israel still as bondmen lie,
Beneath an eastern sun,

The despot still, with cruel sway,
Wields the oppressor's rod *

And wantonly contrives a way

To heal the crushing load.

A bloody barbarous plan’s designed—
A cruel law is passed

And ev'ry male child now we find
Into the Nile is cast.

But he who's word is ever sure,
Whose promise never fails,

Beholds the trials they endure

And hears the host that wails.

His unseen, providential hand
Which ever worketh good,—
Supporting life in ev’ry land,
Conveniently with food,

Guides on events from hour to hour——
Their issues he directs,

Till he ag last with mighty power
Deliverance effects.

To Jochebed and Amram’s born

A goodly child indeed,

A son alas! his birth they mourn—
They know what is decreed,

But still they cannot think that they,
This tender little bud

Can inhumanely cast away,

Into the roaring fleod.

The infant, one surpassing fair,
They hide from ev'ry eye,

Nursed by a mother’s tender care,

A sister watching nigh.

But when three months their course had run:
The matter comes tolight,

No longer can they hide their son,
Afraid of Pharaol’s might.

4 little bulrush ark they make

All carefully daubed within,

This to the rivers brink they take
And place the child therein.

Now gently 'mong the flagg they lay
Their precious little boat,

And unto Israel's God they pray

As it is set afloat.

Afar there stands with anxious eye-
All eagerly intent,.

Their daughter Miriam, as a spy,
By a fond mother sent,

 But shortly then a royal train

¥
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#owards the river trod,
Onward they march, the bank they gain,
Divinely led by God.
"Tis cruel Pharaoh’s daughterl
Her maiden’s at her side,
Who now is at the water;
And bathing in the tide.
But as she laves herself she spies
Afloat the little bark,
And quickly off her maid she ‘hies
To fetch the bulrush ark.
Among the sedges she descends
According to command;
Where crocodiles abound she wends
And brings it safe to land.
The covering of the ark is raised
In which the prophet sleeps;
But maid and mistress stand amazed
For lo! an infant wetps.
The child they saw and pity felt;
Till otherwise their part,
This outcast infant’s sobbings melt
The royal lady’s heart.
His sister who has now drawn nigh,
Speaks forth in accents kind
«Who'll call a nurse to thee, shall I
A Hebrew woman find?’
« Go” said the daughter of the king
And quick the maid is gone,
Egyptia’s best nurse to bring;
Her mother and his own. -
And soon the happy twain appear,
And with the princess stood,
Who said ¢ this take it for me rear
Thy wages I'll make good.”
What joy and gladness filled that breast
Such a command to hear
Now in her arms the child she pressed,
Phe child '—her infant dear.
To lead trom thraldom the caslaved,
To give their legal code,
Moses the drowning babe is saved,
By faithful A braham's God. .
The joy in Amram’s house that night
Speech is at fanlt to tell, )
What pen can picture its delight
Or justly on it dwell. .
They praisced the iligh and mighty one
Who supplication hears,
Who swings the plancts round the sun,
And marks an infant’s tears.
X. Y. Z

BIPQPSN  aha—

THE PURPOSE OF PRIVATION.

P

The Germans have @ profitable narrative

NEWS. 689

take their only child. To thie questiont
the pastor promised a reply, and he gave
it.

“You would know from me why God,
has taken your child from you. Well
then, he is determined to have from your
family at least one mem ber in heaven.
You, parents, would not prepare to enter
into heaven; and if that child of yours had
been allowed to remain, you would also
have prevented it from going thither.

“Hear, further, a parable. There was
a gmd‘slwpherd, who had prepnred costly
fordderin his fold for his sheep, but the sheep
would not enter.  Ha gave himself much
concern to induce them to enter, but they
always retreated farther backward from the
open door.  Then hetook a lamb fron the
flock, and dragged itini and behold the
parent sheep ran in after it! The good
Shepherd is Christ { the open fold isheaveny
the lamb yourchild. Have ye the hearts
of parents? Prepareto foltow your child.
It has been taken from you on purpose to
allure you to theskies.”

SOWING BESIDE ALL WATERS.

i

Think not Gad can forget;
Trust to His rigchteonsness, be still and wait;
) What if He linger yet? .
Thou know’st. not what with Him is soon
or late.

} He counts not hours with thee;
No sun metes out for Him a daily round;
His time—eternity !
Deatlr is uo mark for I1im, the grave no
bound.

Ages His moments are,

o A thensand years as nothing in His gaze;
! Thy trast is in His care, >

1 And thou may’st find it afler many days.
i

|

— .o

{  Praver is not to inform a Being who

of which the following is the substunce i— | jq perfectly wise, but that we may be af:
The only child of thoughtless parents died. i fected with our eondition, and he ];repare‘l

The parents becamsz o this account, not |
but disposisd to ques- |
They even | who are changed hy prayer, not God.—

ot only sorrowful,
tion the gooduness of God,

for the display of his merey. It is we

petulantly inquired of their ministet how it The land is not drawn to the boat, but the

could be possible that a God ©of

love | boat to the land—=sthe result of the eontact

could have dealt so hardly with the™ as to | is the same.
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subscription direct without waiting on a visit
from eur travelling agent it would uid us.—<
Our travelling agents are sent mainly to those
who are subscribers, or who may not have
seen the paper.

THE END OF THE SECOND |
YEAR.

We send on the papers to subscribers after
| their term is expired. In the last numbir of
!their year we send an accomnt for the next
iyear. Those who do not wish to continne it

, l ¢ will be kind enough to let us know. Those
Through the good hand of the Lond Upon  yeho do, will oblige us by sending ou their

So1p B m steadily Inerenee . , N
us, t]}e Gfmd J\«.eus has been steadily increas- subscription as early as possible.
g In circuiation, and we trust, las been |
blessed to the individuals among whom it Las
circulated. . . .
. . of the Lord's work, the Lord’s encmies are
We eater upou the new year with enlarged - P . voa
. . . ° busily engaged in hindering us, and their de-
experience, and with the continued favour of, o, e ) )
, . Lo vices are varied.  The Apostle Paul entreat-
God, we trust that our circulation, in the en- . L. . .
. — . . ed his tellow-disciples to pray for him, and
suing year, will still continue to merease, and ¢ .
. . . . surcly we have more need, fur the same sun-
the reading of its contents Le still more ‘ *

With this number of the Good News the
second year of jts publication closes—

We ask our Christinn readers to pray for
~us. While we are engaged in this department

lurgely blessed.

We enter upon the new year under the dis- |

advantage of an increase in the price of paper,

i
which is a material difficuity, and of the dis-;

couraging prospect of a still higher increase.

We have not yet decided whether this advance ‘

in price will require us to make any change in

the size or form of our publication, but trust .
that the increuse in the number of subscrip-

tivns will help us to send it on as usual.

We have some prospect of being able to
improve the mechunicul appearance of the
Good Vews during the coming year. Our
weans of exccuting good work are not us

complete as'we expect they will be, and being
v ’ [=]

limited we have been unable, through pres-
suare of busiuess, to send out our papers as
regularly to the day as we would like they
should De sent. We trust that with ad-
ditional machinery we will be able to attend
to that during the year.

Our subscribers aud fricuds would material-
ly aid us in keeping the Good News at its

preseut size, with the increase in price of
paper, if they would save us the necessity of
If any ol

sending ageuts into their district.
cur subscribers send us in Five Dollars with
subscriptions to that amount, they will be en-
titled to a copy of the Good News for them-
welves,

If our eubscribers would send in their own

L port, that the work of God may advance in
sus, und through us.

— . > o ——

POWER OF THE GOSPEL,

The followine, from the pen of & mis-
sionary in the Bombay Presideney, vives a
striking instance of the power of the Gospel :

“Pandn, a Mahar of Kolgaw, wus a
cvietim of that terrible disense, the black
leprosy.  The loathisome staie of the body
was only a type of the decper malady of
the soul.  He hated everybody, and hated
himself, No one wanted to g0 to his
house, or haven word o sav to him.
Said the catechist, * No one would lot his
Loz o 1o the house i be could Lelp itso
Evilely would the poor avimal be  abused.
The catechist was an especial object of his
Cspites indeed this was his ouly pastineg, to
rabuse every one in the vilest terms he eould
pinvent.  His wife's life is a burden to her.
i He would not only abuse her in words but
| beat hereruelly.  “Azlengthin a fit of 1age
Pone dav he seized an old razor, and  was
“about to end Lis life.  The seream of his
wife brought a Christian neichbour to the
"door, who wrested the weapon  from his
’ haud.  He had iuflicted a ghastly wound,
i but Lappily it did not prove fatal.  Nature,
more kind to Limn than he was to himszelf,
healed the vound, and it pleased the Lord to
magnify his graco in healing the malady of
bis soul. It was about this time that L
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first met him, and Tlooked on him as a | fluence spoken of; but always with a sad feel>

novelty

whom he
and spoke kindly to him. The Gospel had
a soothing souud in it which hehad not,
before noticed. He continued to lis(en,{
and began to attend the Sabbath services. |
He gave up the habit of filthy, abusive;
talking—one of the last o leave ’t‘he,
inquirer after truth in  this land. The
heathen mnoticed the change with wonder,
and frecly coufessed that Christianity had .
made Pandu a new wan.  He presented |
himself for adinission to the Church, and |
after gome monthsof trial was approved. |
He was to have been baptized in his own.,
village as soon as 1 could visit it. Some .
weelis elapsed  before 1 coulll go, and he:
1 the meantims was taken ill. e told|
the catechist that beshould not recover, and |
with tears expressed his regret that he h;.\d
not had the opportunity of professiug Christ |
before the world, and partaking of the
Lord’s Supper with lis  Chureh. The,
catechist comforted him, assuring him that |
it he helieved in Cliist as his Saviour he;
would be saved, though not baptized by
water. Hereplied,s 1 do believein Christ.”|
He often cailed for the teacher to come and
read the Bible to him and pray with Lim. 1
He charged his wife not to  perform any |
heathen rites over bhim, but to let the:
Christians bury him, for said he, ¢ I am a |
Christian.”  He also told her that she,
must become a Chyistian, und she is now, :
1 trust, a sincere inquirer after the truth.
Thus he died a peaceful death; and the:
Little band of Christians buried him, and;
mourned for him as for a brother. His1
name is not on the roll of our church;
members, but I trust it is in ¢ the Lamb's |
Book of Life. "—*Free Church Record.”|

———————ve

GOD'S WAY OF WORKING.

|

of wretchedness. The 9awchi§t, i‘ng in his own breast as to what would become
had so abused, visited him again, | orihe rich man’s soul. At last it seemed to

him one nigh, as if he heard a voice saying to
him, “ Goand read the Bible to Mr. H.” Sen—
sible, bowever, of the difficulties which would
stand in the way of obtaining access {or such
a purpose, to a man so immersed in the world,
he tried to banish the thought. Awain be
seeme d to hear ¢ <imilar voiee speaking to him,
and couscience toid him that h» was neglect-
ing to attend to it, for fear of the cross he
might have to bare; so, after much prayer,
but with trembling faith, he one day entered
Mr. Ho's offiee, and requested to see him. He
had to wait severs] hours and then retire unsucs
cessful, on accoant of his being much enguged;
but next duy he retamed, whien one of the
clerks asked what was the natwe of bis busi=
wess? e replicd, wnhesitatingly, that he
wished to read the Bible to him,  The elerk
fancied he must be ont of hix mind, to come
there on such an ervand, and laughingly told
the others of the foolish object the man had
come about. Al that duy and the next, did
the missionwry wait, expecting the way to be
made plain wherehy he might attiain his
object.  Ou the morning of the fourth day, a
young clerk felt pity for him, and having oc-
casion to curry soime papers inte Mr, s in—-
ner room, mentioned that a man had been
waiting for four days to see him. Mr. H. at
that moment was sorly tried by something that
had gone wroug, but bid the clerk send the
man in. © Well, what do you want of me?” he
asked in a rather impaticut tone.  “ I'wish to
read the Bible to you that your soul may be
saved.”  “Go away,~yon must be mad to
think of such a thing at a time like this,” was
the reply. Still the missionary stood still,
and did uot seem inelined to wove, upon which
Mr. . indignantly rose up, and pushed him
out at the door. There was a vlight declivity,
which the poor man did not vbserve, and he
missed his footing, and fell into the other
office.  Mr. H. immediately shut his door;
whilst the missionary, sadly cast down with
the reception, departed wnidst the smiles of
the young men, who had witnessed what bad
passed.  But now it was the Lord’s time to

Mr. H. was a gentleman engaged in an ex-, take the part of his servant, and cause his

tensive and proﬁtuble business

iu Loudou, ! heart to rejoice at the very moment that -all

in which he employed many young men at ; his hopes seemed to be laid prosirite. Con-

liberal salaries. Having thus a good deal of |
patronage to bestow, and being otherwise a
person of some influence, he was often iuter-
ruapted by applicutious for favours, which
sometimes tried his patience, although natural-
Iy of a kind and obliging disposition.

A zealous missionary who laboured amoogst
the poor in thedistrict in which Mr. H. carried
ou his business, often heard his wealth and in-

science began to work very powerfully with
Mr. H., and the following thought pressed
itsell upon him. *“ Here am I continually
beset with people asking me for favours, and
trying to get all they can from me, and I treat
them civilly; whilst towards this poor mis-
gionary, who came to bestow on me what he
considers the greatest treasure on earth, I have
acted with ronde and wncalled-for vioieuce.®
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Quickly he opened the door of his room, and
oualled out, “ Bring that man back.” One of
the clerks ran after the missionary into the
street, and bade him return.  On again entering
the office Mr. H. said to him, that he was so-
rry he had £o treated him, and asked what it
washe wanted of him: “I wish you to let
me read the Bible to you, that your soul may
be saved.” “ And how much time will satisfy
you; will an hour every morning do?” ,, Oh
yes,” exclaimed the delighted servant of God.
And an honr he did appropriate for this pur-
pose, wutil at length the Holy Spirit applied
the blessed word to his heart, aed led him to
find salvation throngh faith in the blood of
Jesus. Here wus the light shining as that
of a candle, forcing itself on one unwilling to
receive it, but blessed to the saving of an
immortal soul.

. —

ILY HERITAGE,

THE FAM

The Rev. W. Troup, of Bristol, was
once preaching in London, from Rom. viii.
28 We know that all things work togeth-
er for good to them that love God, to them
who are the ealled according to His pur-
pose.”  After remarking that these words
were intended for the common  benefit of
the Christian Church, he added ;« But I
have looked upon them likewise as a
family heritage.  They formed the favowite
text of my venerated father, who found in
it consolation and support in the course of
a difficult Jabhorions miuistry. It was no
less dear to the Leart of my mother, who
used to quote it in her easy chair and
on her piliow of rest.  When the weight of
affliction overcame her feelings in the hour
of trial, then she used to say, < Let e sit
down aud rest myself, for weknow that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them that are the called
aceording to his puipose. My tather was
removed in the midst of his pious  career
and in the vigour of his manhood, leaving
behiad him a large and aneducated family,

sed of but htule of the goods of earth,
B((y* mother was then confined in childbed,
having Leen delivered the day before my fa-
ther expired. The last words uttered by him
to my mother in this distressing situation,
were,  Call the child Christiana; all things
must work together for good te them that
love God. To make the measure of
sorrow full, it happened that all the rivers
of the neighbourhood were overflowing at

that season, causing on all sides ineonve-.
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nience, damage, and distress; and the wate¥
was a foot deep on the ground-floor; of
our house! Still she always affirmed that
this season of calamity was the happiest
period of her life, in which she derived the
fulntess of consolation from the words of the
text. When, a few days after my father
had been crrried to his place of rest, our
house was robbed of everything that could
be borne away, and also of the last quar-
ter’s salary which my mother had received;
and when, having discovered our loss, my
eldest sister ran breathloss into her mother’s
chamber, exclaiming, ¢ Mother, the thieves
have stolen all we have in this world; will
this also work together for good ? This
Christian replied, Yes, «for we know that
all things work together for good to themr
that love God. And the result justified her
corfidence.”

RELIGIOUS DEPRESSION.

It is a strange truth that some of the
highest of God's servants are tried with
darkness on the dying bed. Theory would
say, When a religious man is laid up for
his last struggle, now he is alone for
deep communion with God. Fact very
often says, “ No; now heis alone, as his
Master was hefore him, in the wilderness,
to be tempted of the devil” TLook
at John the Baptist, in imagination,
and you would say, « Now his rough

plgrimage is done. He is quiet; he is
out of the world, with the rapt foretaste of
heaven in hissoul.” Look at Jobn iu fact.
He is agitated, sending to Christ, not able
to rest, grim doabt wrestling with his soul,
! miggiving for one last, black hour whether
call his hopes hadnot been delusion. There
{is one thing we remark here by the way t—
- Doubt often comes from inactivity. ~ We
! cannot give the philosophy of it, but this is
| the fact—Clristians who have nothing to
do but to sit thinking of themsclves,
nwditating, sentimentalizing, (or mysti-
cizing,) are almost sure to become the prey
of dark, black misgivings. John strug-
gling in the desert, needs wo proof that
Jesusis the Christ.  John shut up became
morbid and doubtful immediatelv.  Breth-
ren,alithis isvery marvellous. The history
of a human soul is marvellous. We are
mysteries; but here is the history of it all;
for sadness, for suffering, for misgiving
there is no remedy but stirring and doing.




it TASK COMPLETED.

*I'he mother’s work is never done, unless God
takes it from her by a special providence,
uotil her children are old enough to stand
and act for themselves on the stage of mature
life. From the birth of her oldest to the
maturity of her youngest, she must work,
work, work, watch, watch, watch, by day and
by night, week in and week out, for months

THE GOOD NEWS.
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* AMONG PICTURES.

BY W. KENNEDY MOORE, M.A.

Leaving my desk and books early one'
forenoon in Florence, I wandered out intor
the Plazza, which was glowing in the fer-
vent rays of the bright Italian sun that
lighted up with peculiar brilliance the

and years, following each other in long suc-

cession. We speak not here of material |

. work; of the labor of the hands to supply the ‘

wants of the physical pature;the answering .
of, “What shall we eat, and what shaall we |
drink, and wherewithal shall we be c]othed.?" ‘
Money can accomplish all this, if we bave it;
and if not, we will not sigh, nor fret, nor:
covet; for the heart-work, the solicitude ofa
good mother for a virtuous and honorable |
character in her children, walks forth Wltl} a |
bolder, steadier step by the side of frugality !
aud daily labor,than it is apt to do if separated
from them.

It is a well-known fact that almost all }he'
true greatness, the noble virtues, the heroism |

many coloured marble frout of the ancient
church of Santa Maria Novella. Proceed~
ing thence by one of those dark, narrow
laves, which turn and twist so strangely
among the palaces of theold Tuscan nobles,
I crossed some of the wider thoroughfares,
and making my way across the Arno,landed
at length in the gallery of the Fitti Palace,
so justly celebrated for the wondrous gems
of art that adorn its walls, Having been
+a famniliar visitor to the place, and feeling’
i somewhat in a passive, listless mood, in-
| stead of making the round of the paintings

I stood near an open window, and gave

which the world has seen, have arisen from myself up to a kind of dreamy enjoyment,
the lap of obscurity, poverty, and toil. But | in which the sweet air and glorions sun-
the work to which we new refer is that which , shine, and the faces looking out with such
every mother, whether rich or poor, wWhatever: nyarvelions expression from the narrow

the advantages or disadvantages of her Cir- |y unqg of their canvas, combined their in-

cumstances may be, is required by the most
rigid obligations to achieve the assiduous
cultivation of the inner natare, of that wh}ch
makes the true man or woman, that ‘whlch
shall live for cver and ever. For this she
must be always at her post, with never so
much as a recess from her maternal cure and
solicitude, toiling on, breakingup the ground,
sowing the seed, training the t«;w!cr plant, eu-
riching the s0il, watering, nourishing, stimulat-
ing every good and pleusant growth, until the
flowers begin to bloom, and the fruit to ripen.
Then there comes a hey-day of eujoyment. of
rest and comfort to the mother, in the golden
autumn of life, whensurrounded by a group
of affectionute, dutiful, virtuous and noble
sons aud daughters, she sits among them in
beautiful repose, her face radiaut in the glow
of her own hearUs ever-burning love, and the
gmile of Heaven as a halo of light about l.]GI'
head—a spectacle to be admired and envied
of all. But this season of comfort, this «Indian
Summer” of maternal life, never, never, comes
10 those who evade their responsibilities, for-
sake their trust, and leave their work for
others to do, for the sake of person.al ease,
sensuous indulgence, or selfish gratification.
The very thing they seek, they lose by a
lamentable and hopeless mistake, verifying
the words of the Lord, “ Whosoever shalk
loose his life for my sake, the same shall save
. —Mrs Stowe

fluence with the memories aud imagin-
‘ings that floated indistinetly through my
‘mind.  While in this aimless mood, my
‘eye caught sight of an artist in an inner
iroom, whose quiet, earnest occupation im-
‘mediately fixed my attention. She had
‘planted herself before a picture which, by
some  strange oversizht, I had scarcely
ever previously noticed. It was rather
small in size and quiet in colouring, and
represented ideally the countenance of our
‘blessed Lord. A look of deep umspeak-
able sadness sat on the features, but the
eye glistened with inteusest yearning and
compassion.  Such might have been the
ook He wore when gazing across the valley
'of the Kedron on the proud battlements
‘of Jerusalem, and thinking of the dark
‘day of her coming  desolation, He ceased.
'to hear the hosannah that rang around
iHim, and with tears brimming in His eyes
‘.and streaming down His cheeks, spoke:
1‘those touching words,—“ O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem!” After gazing eagerly for a
while at this most moving picture,I began
to wateh with interest the proceediugs of’
the artist who was engaged in copying it..
L could net but admirethe care and patience
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‘she displayed in adding touch to touch| ings won’t do; Christian conversation won't

‘with such a watchful, earnest, loving pur-| do; in short, nothing will do if the Serip-
‘pose, ever turning her eyesto the beautiful tures are not searched.

 original, and absorbed in the task of en- e s
deavouring to reproduce, a8 faithfully as Grow in grace” is the command of God ;

in hel' ]ay’ a likenegs of its ]Oveliness' A | but lbis iS hOW it is to be done—"‘ GI'OW
more serious train of thought wasawakened | in grace even in the knowledge of our Lord
in me, as I stood and watehed her. Not fand Saviour Jesus
in this carnal, but in another and nobler |
way am 1 too, called on to labour to pro-

brist;” and there is no
knowledge of Jesus to be obtained from any
; - AT . vot | Other source than the written Word.—
duce a likeness of my blessed Lord.  Not L Senrch the Sen ures.” savs He. o for
in lines and colours on canvas am 1 to hoy are th l'}h e (t o
initate the beauty of what is after all but | t “I.‘ iare :be‘ f}"_““ testify o ‘“L(‘- |
a work of the imnginuti(fn, but in the “l.l- i h t“"i’ 4 g{[‘i“";” 2{#’;"1”I e't":l' t"l'i‘ig ecﬁ.
caments and fentures of my character is | the Wor Toe N 1 expect that He wi
my own soul to be conformed to the spirit- . give us ;1]1 we need, tor'nm.'selv@ or others,
val reality of my Saviour’s living self, | b'vntllze m\xl;e:mlltot ':.lfp::lsz»ll{f»f]‘Fijs tH;%}ef
Shall I ever succeed, unless animated by , Bpit LSt prepare ourselves, to
a spitit of deepest love and admiration?: Pest of our ability, for speaking to others;
Can I becowe like, unless I be much wigh | for it is little short of blasphemy and fan-
Him, gazing on His glory and beauty, who “ g;":i\m t(l'(‘"eﬁle(ttslegtzlfl“ ;;’ the ”C‘,‘P“&“s{
is chicfedt : cten thousand and. alto. | & plea that we have the promise tha
i chicfet jueng ten thousan! and alto Hit will be given us at the thne what we are
gether lovely 2 Shall I not ever compare 2

myrelf with His bright example, and strive,
O how eurnestly, to be in i things as He
was?  TLe copy this artist wiil produce
will, after all, be valueless compared with
the priceless original, but to those who
cannol see that original, it will convey
svwe faint idea of what its beauty is.  So
to the world that sees not Christ, knows
Him not, and cares not for Him; o that
world am I called upon to be a revelation
of Him, so that in me they muy see a
witness, faint and far off though it Le, to
the glory of the only begotten Son of the
Father full of grace and truth, Fill me
with Thy love, O Christ; may I ever dwell
in heart with Thee tiil, when Thou shalt
appear, | shall Le altogether like Thee when
1 shail sec Thee us Thou art,

e @ e

THE TEST OF LOVE.

“If yo love me,” says our blessed Lord,
“keep my commandments.” Thereis one
of Jesus’ commandments we are verv anxi-
ous that young Christians, such as you,
should keep, and that is, «Sgarch Tag
ScripTURES.”

We will never prosper and be in health
if we neglect the Word ; for it is all we have
to depend on for the nourishment of our
souls. Prayer wou't do; reading meu’s

! are saved, it
baoks won’t do; going to Church or meet- | truth, not by

| to speak ; for that promise wis only to meet
Lemergencies in answering  before magis-
trates, not for the preaching of the gos-
pel.

One who is doiny @nod to souls, but who
is not possessed of mneh edneation, had the
following advice from a fricud, which,
though rather oddly conceived, may be of
use :—* Those who are much occupied in
spesking in the name of Jesus to others,
and, from want of education or tiine, are
not able to prepare themselves in the ordin-
ary way, should take a passace of God’s
Word and commit it to memory in the
morning, and let it soak into their minds
all day; and, wmixing it with fuith, watering
it with prayer, and baving it permeated by
the sweet influences of the Holy Ghost, and
being placed, by meditation, in a heart
burning like an oven with the love of Clirist,
it willswell and grow Jike well-luked bread,
and when they speak at a meeting, their
lips will feed many, because, being thems-
selves « filled with good things,” they will
have nothing more to do than cut up and
band round thefresh and substantial bread
of heaven, that all who hear may eat and
be “filled”  This'is the process which I
would earnestly advise you to adopt, if you
would honour the Holy Spirit, and be of
real service in winning ‘souls; for if sinners
must be by means of God's
our might or power,
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PASTOR HARMS.

.

phemy against the Holy Ghost. Let men,
beware of how they speak of these religions.

About fifteen years since, Harms suc- | awakenings. If you dislike them, or see
ceeded his father a pastor of Hermannshurg. | let evidence for their geuuineness, at least

He had been considered a strange youth,
very independent at college, and an ardent
book-worm. Hermannsbusg was his village,
and he loved it and its people with all the
patriotism and Jove of fatherland which
distinguishes the Lunebergers above even
other Germans.  But what stirred the soul
of this piou~ vouns man toits inmost depths
was the godlosness and inditference to the
things of sulvation in which the villagers
lived, Ilarms wns distinguished as aman
of prayer, and he not only prayed but
worked ton, ard (od blessed his labours.
Not only three sermons 0n b‘ulidny, 'l;ut'a
week-day service, too, did he establish in
the village. ITis honrt-stivring ap; cals from
the pulpit, his fervent prayers in the church
and at meetings in his own house, ]'ns' visits
among the parishioners. soon, with the
Holy Spirit's blessing, began to take etfect.
Everv service was crowded, Singing 1n
wors};ip is much moré nsed in Germany
than with us, and singing was a great
means which Parson Harms employed in
impressing the minds of the people, DPro-
fane and worllly songs were no more
learned in the village, Lut in their stead the
erand old hymns of Luther and Gerha'rdt
:ﬁ]iwht be heard at the morning and evening
devotions of ihe peasant and his family, or
sung by the labourers in the fields and the
woodmen in the forests. Hermannsbhurg
was soon transformed into avillage of God-
fearing men and womer. the like of which
wasnotto be found all over Germany.—
Sunday at Home
THE SIN AGALNST THE HOLY
GHOST.

The Editor of the C'hristian Trefl.?7li‘3/
writes very strongly m his last month’s part
in warning men o bc\\im‘e qf approxitoa-
tions to tis sin.  The following sentences
are very solemu. Let us lay' their tej‘whmg
to heart, stand in awe, and sin not with our
hp%‘-'l' be way in which many attack revivals,
and revile those engaged in them, and
ascribe the conversions to mere exciternent,
or hypocrisy, or love of show, or to Satan

hewself, i 4 perilons apptauck to the bss-

ton them alane. Especially let those who,
Lin their zeal for order and orthodoxy, have
 set themselves againgt such movements, and
- do not hesitate to throw out insinuations
tas to all these being the devil's work,
' heware lest they he found fighting against
i God, and reviling the SpiriLnmed. They
mey Le nearer the sin of the Pharisees
“than they-are willing to think; and their
1 zeal for sound words, in which they pride
i themselves, ouly helps to identify them the
more with these haters of the Loid.  The
j dislike of sudden eonversions looks very

like a denial of the Spiiit’s work; just as
“the dislike of assurance looks like a ques-
"tioning of the work of Christ,—a denial of
-its sufficieney to give immediate peace of
fthe awakened conscience,  Let the nngodly
" beware of scoffing at revivals; and let prof
i fessing Cludstians beware of standing aloof
ifrm!) them, as if they were fanaticism, ox
i excitement, or the work of Satan.”

4@, e —

TIE BEST LAST.

I thank Thee, Lord, that Thou hast made:
Joy to abouud;

So many gentle thoughts and deeds
Cir ling us round,

That in the darkest spot of carth
Some love 15 found.

I thank Thee more that all our joy,.
Is tonched with pain;

That shadows fall on brightest hours,.
T'hat thorns remain;

So that earth’s bliss may be our guide.
And not our chain.

I thank Thee, Lord. that Thou hast kept,
The best in store;

‘We have ciough, yet not too much.
To long for more;

A yearning for a deeper peace
Not known before.

I thaok Thee Lord, that here our souls;
Though amply blest,

Can pever find, altbough they seek,
A perfect reste—

Nor evar shall, until they lean
On Jesuy’ breast.

\ A. A. Procrsn,
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SUCCESS IN LIFE.

You should bear constantly in mind
that nine-tenths of us are, from the very
nature and necessities of the world, born
to gain our liveliheod by the sweat of the
brow. What reasons have we then to
presume that our children are not to do
the same? The path upwards js steep and
long. Industry, care, skill, excellence, in
the present parent lay the foundation of
a rise, under more favourable circumstances
for the children. The children of these
take another rise, and by-and-by the de-
scendants of the prasent labourers become

entlemen.  This is the natural progress.
it is by attempting to reach the topat a

single leap thatso much misery is produced | wild

in the world. The education which

up to labour with steadiness, with care, and

with skill—to show them how to do as|

many useful things as possible—to teach
them to do them all in the best manner——
to set them an example of industry, so-
briety, cleanliness, and neatness,—to make
all these habitual to them, so that they
never shall be liable to fall into the contrary—
to let them always see good living proceed-
ing from labour, and thus to remove them
from the temptations to get the goods of
ther by violent or fraudulent enemies.—
William Cobbett.

THE WHITE SWAN,

“Why live here forever?” said a white
swan, floating discontentedly in the heaven-lit
waters; “don’t I know this lake b heart?—
When shall I perch on the highest crag,
or sweep over the cataracts, like other
birds?”

“ Better stay 1n a station You can fill grace-
fully, than covet places where your awkward-
ness will make you ridiculous,” said an old
swan.

“Can’t T go where others go?” cried the
young swan,

“Talents differ,” answered the old swan:|
“your loug neck and web-feet show that |

water is your proper element, Happy is
he who know: where to use his eapacities.”
“Wa'n't I born on the land?” hissed the
young one, in a heat; what have [ wings for?”
" (ﬁcuion finds uses for them,” returned
the old swap, mildly; “it is folly to fly into
danger in order to find them.”

I the swan,
recommend consists in bringing children | : €
!eathers and whets his
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The young swan made a groat splash in the
water, and then complained that the heavens
had left it.

* Discontent muddies the clearest spring,”
said the old swan, and sailed away.

The young one then hopped on the bank,
spread her wings, and drove out boldly into
the air.

“ What fowl is that stretching its long neck
8o stupidly forward?” cried the other birds, as
the swan heavily rose from the bosom of the
happy valiey to the great world heyond.

On, on she swept over plain and forest;
and as she comes, an eagle marks her for his
prey. Long on the topmast bow has he
watched for his morning meal. His bright,
stern eye looked over the vast expanse. His
quick ear hears even the lightest tread of fawns
beneath. Teals and pigeons flit to and fro;
ducks wheel around; the trumpet-note of
exulting in its flight, sounds in the

The eagle suddenly shakes his
bill.  With a terrible
scream he starts from his perch, and like a
flash of lightning strikes on the track of the
luckless swan, She mounts and doubles, and
Oh how gladly would betake herself toher na-
tive element, the stream below. That the eagle
knows full well, and he makes her remain in
the air by threatening to strike her with his
talons from beneath. Her strength fails;
again she tries to escape when her ferocious
enemy strikes her wing, and forces her to fall
npon the nearest shore. Down he tramples
her with his cruel claws. His wife, perched
00 a crag, watches the bloody fray. At a
scream from her mate, she sails to the spot,
and togcether they despatched their fluttering,
dying prey, drinking its blood, and greedily
devouring its flesh with a savage delight.

Poor white swan! Flights of discontent
often put us in the power of our enemies,

distance.

e

EMPLOYMENT OF TIME

Time must be employed either in doing
what is useful, or what is not, for the time
that is not usefully is uselessly employed,
and all the time employed uselessly is em-
ployed badly. Did time ever hang heavy on
your hands. Ifit did, you have much to
learn in order to be happy; for the wise
man and the happy man have no idle time.
Time is the materal out of which pl easure
is made; and he who makes most Pleasure
out of it, is the man who employs it best.
~—Bowring.




- HE THIEF ON THE CROSS.

And Jesus said unto him, to-day shalt thou be
with me in paradise. Luke xxiii. 43,

See, reader, how the sweet invitations of
divine mercy are confirmed and illustrated
in the case of this dying thief, for what price
could he bring, what claim could he make,
or what plea offer in his own favour ? None,
none, and he brings none, offers none, but
confesseth his sin ; and we know who hath
said, « If we confess our sins, God is faithfy |
and just to forgive us our sins,” &c. Ah! if|
this thief was heard, whom will He refuge |
to hear, who comes as he did, “ready to
perish 77 None, none. He never has, never
will, while it is written, # It shall come to
pass that whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord, shall be saved.” Thig
thief found it true, and so shall all who come
to Christ as he did.

To save sinners was Jesus born.  To save ‘
sinners did Jesus die.  To save sinners is he |
exalted at the right hand of God ; the Prince,
that he might be the Saviour to # give,” not
to sell, “repentance apd remission of sins.”
« Not the righteous—sinners Jesus came to call.”

But what was there about this thiefwhich
attracted the Saviour's attention, and moved
his heart towards him ? Not his merit, but
his misery. That pleaded his cause, and
rendered bim a fit object for the free mercy
of our blessed Saviour. His history had
reached a crisis. Ap inch of time, and he
was lost—lost forever, That inch he im-
proved by prayer to Jesus and that prayer
~—that misery, from which it came—was too
great for the compassionating heart of Jesus
not to be moved by it. He had not to pray
twice, nor wait for an answer; immediately
Jesus said unto him, * To-day shalt thou be
with me in paradise.” What were now his
feelings ? Felt he the nail, the cross, the
death? Ah,no! How must he have loyed
how must he have praised, and longed to be
with Christ, his adored Christ, in paradise,
there to adore, and praise, and love, and gerve
him evermore! Now, in that paradise, how
loud be sings his praise! His notes above
them all arc heard in praise of Him who
said, “ To-day shalt thou be with me in para-
dise.” O Calvary! O Calvary’s dying
Saviour! what charms are thine, and ever
shall be, unto his ransomed spirit! Thy
charms to all eternity shall last in never-
fading freshness. .

But, readér, are your obligations to Jesus
Christ less then were this thieCs? What
brought him from the throne in heaven to
this cross ; from yonder diadem of glory to
this crown of thorns which now encircled
his sacred head ?  Was it our worthiness, our
worth? Nay, nay, but our misery.

The crown, the crown is his—his only—
his all—not of this thief's salvation only;

but of all who ever have, ever shall be,

1 with Christ in paradise.” O Christ! Mos¢
exalted, precious Christ, what crowns are
thine! Oh! multiply them, magnify them,
through the riches and freeness of mercy,
Oh! the freeness of divine mercy!

Awsake, my soul, in joyful lays,

And sing thy great Redeemer’s praise;

He justly claims a song from thee,

His loving kindness, oh, how free!

This is the only hope, the entire hope of a
perishing world, ‘¢ lost in sin,and doomed to
woe.” Salvation, through Christ, is free—
free to all—frec to each, “ without money
and without price;’ so much so that dying
thieves may have it. And Jesus said unto
gim, #To-day shalt thou be with me in para-

ise.

Rel‘bder, as did this thief, have you and I
prayed to Jesus? As Jesus said to him, has
he said to us, « Thou shalt be with me in
paradise?” TIs the frecness of salvation the
foundation of our hope, and the plca of our
prayers to Jesus? If so, we, too, shall be
with Christ in paradise. God grant it may
be 8o. Amen, and umen.—Rev. John Gray.

TRUE AND FALSE LIGHT.

There are many false lights in the world.
There iz but one true light. It is our
hature to be drawn forth and dazzled by
those false lights—by worldly ambition,
carnal pleasure, uncertain riches. We seek
the sparkling but fatal deceit; we encircle
It—hover nearer and nearer. Warnings
there are to stop us in our deluded course.
A kind hand would often stop us; often it
15 thrust betwen us and the scorching
g‘lare«too often, with too many in vain.
They reach the object of their desire, but it
becomes their destruction. The true light
—the source of Jife, and cheerfulness, and
peace—has shined in vain for them, has
been shunned as ifit were some horril '~
and pestilential metcor. Would you sce
tfle parallel of this in Nature's volume?
See the moth drawn by the glare of a
wean and ravk-smelling candle. Its red
and glowing flame proves only too attract-
1ve; the insect hovers nearer and nearer, and
the hand of the ubserver is often thrust Le-
fore the treacherous light. How very
often is the warning offered in vain! The
ﬁl;une 18 reached, but with it death! For
the same insect, the bright and glorious
:ll:irll::dt'he source of health and life—has
seldomm vain; the moth. haas_bunned it; we

9 beasee’ it on the wing till the bright
and beautiful sun has come to its setting.
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SUNSHINE.

How we all do love the sunshine! It
enlivens all the world on which it falls.
Now the burden of care we are having to-
day is in no wise lightened from yesterday.
But it does not bend our dack or gall our
shoulders as it did then. [ think the warn,
radiant day has much to do with making
the differenice.

Doyou remember the story of Diogenes,
the old philosopher, sitting in the doorway
of his hovel one morning ¢ Alexander, his
prince, caame that way, and l»cnign::nl}y in-
quired whether he could do anything for
Lim? «XNo, no curtly replied the evnie,
uneasily wniting for him to pass on; “no,
no; ouly you may stani ont of my
sunshine!”

It seewms strange to think there will be
no sun in heaven.  When we piize the
light so much heve, it aives al first s thought
of disappyintment to be told there will be
no more enjovment there of our dawnings

and our twilichts, our elear moouns aud our ;

brilliant sun-sets, But we learn in the samo
breath that a new sun will be estabiishod
there.  The Lumb will be the ight thereof,
I once saw on exquisite painting of the

Nativity of Christ, in which the artist had |

80 managed his subject as to make all the
light of the picture appear to proceed from

the infant Jesus, striking upwards from the |

manger, - and lying over upon the calm
face of the mother, throwing the shepherds
into bold relief. 1t made me think of this
deseription of Christ as not only the lizht
of the world, but the light of the heavenly
Loty also, everywhere kindling and warm-
ing all within reach of his grace. It shows
us how mneh of all thatis beautiful and
bright in heaven we can reproduce here on
earth, if we wiil.

One exprossion there is, usel in the
Epistle to the Philippiuns, that always in-
terests e very muehi; one little word that
many readers would ve likely to pass over
a3 quite common-place,
clause where Paul prays that they may be
“sincere.”

The English word “sincere” is very
suggestive: for it is derived from two Latin
words meaning “without wax.” It is the
epithet applied to honey, and means that
whieh has been strained carefully, and is
ory pure,
Ve rondered « stugore,” v ol wore sy~
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It s found in that

But the Gre:k word nsed here, I to. the most heart-
- denty Melvilie.,

gestive; for literally it means « judged in
the sunlight.” Just as a lapidary would
take & gem or a jewel up in his hand, that
he might look through it at the sun, and
seo how absolutely Hawless it was; so the
Christian character here prayed for seems
to be that which is absolutely sound and
without imperfection,  And so when in
another place we find the expression “ godly
sincerity,” and remember that in the ori-
; ginal it 1s “sineere to God,” we see how fine
-is the emblem.

| Thereissomething wonderfully attractive
tin these sunuy Chiistians, | saw a young
pman at the communion table onee, upon
j whose forchend rested a single ray of sun-
shine, findine its way tremulously through
a creviee in the window, and lighting up
his fice as he turned to his place, almost
a3 if a star hal heen commissioned to enst
its halo around his brow, and thus invest
this disciple of the eross with a divdem of
light, as emblematical of the Lliss and the
purity of better and of brighter vorlds.
Ah!hought I wvould that you could keep
the sunlizht of God’s love ever clear upon
vour happy eountenmnee; Low you wonid
uncongeionsly winsouls to our Lord ! e
joy of the Lord is vour strength,

NEWS.
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LCEATH-BED OF THE RIGHTEOUS,

We ook not always for triumph and
Irapture in the deathbed of the righteous;
s but, i1 there be noi gestasy, ihere 18 oflen,
" that composeduess in departing believers,

which shows that the ‘everlasting arme?
are under them and around them. [t is
“a benwtiful thing ro see n Christian die,—
I'the confession while there is strength to
sartieulate, that God is fuitl-ful to his proms
jises, the fuint pressure of his hand riving
[the same testimony, whon the tongue can
"no longer do its office: the motion of the
Jips indueing you o bend down, so that
i you cateh broken sylables of expresdions
sueh a3 this— Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Iquickly ;’~—these make the chamber in
which the righteous die one of the most
I privileged scenes upon earth: and he who
can be present, and gather no assurnnce
that death is fettered and manacled, even -
while grasping the believer, must be either
inaccessible to moral evidence or insensille

touching appeal.”— Rew,



Concluded from Page 856.

Not on great empires aud institutions
wlone can we mark the changes_and rava-
gos produced by time. 1t respects not vie-
tims. What alteratious it effects in single
communities, iu congregations, in familics,
cu judividuals. Some we miss at the social
Jarty, in chureh, aud at hoe, whom we
shall never sec till the grave gives up her
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Cead. And they werenot all old. They did i
not all pive away before our eyes in wast- |

ing disease. Some for that watter, might |
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may be working hard for the benetit of, and
bopefully foresecing bright prospects for
our children, which we, perhaps they also,
shall never realize,  We may e proposing
to ourselves some sinful indulgeuce ; or we
mav be resolving that we shall forsake sin,
and vet be cut off before we have tasted
the guilty pleasure or turned to God. Wae
may be aiming bigh, and have our whole
souls engrossed in somu useful, scientific,
or religious pursuit, which, when successful,
istr crown our biow with laurels, or to
make our memorial fragran: as  benefac-
tors to our kind and blssed of God, and
allour imaginings may Le dissipatel and

U el " N . .
Liave been here yet. They have gone, and i go for nothing in a moment. Gol who
we'll go next, while time is whistling by | neither fears our frown, nor is depen leat
wuconscious and unheeding of the desola- , onour o yl-will, nor necessicate 1 tureq tire

tion it leaves behind. i

Should pot such thoughts affeet our,
hearts, and lead us in loving desire, to;
seck a home in the city which hath foun-

datious, which shall never be wmoved ; whose :

iuhabitants never grow old, never sicken,
never experience suttering or change ?

4. Discerning the time, is to notice its
uncertainty, so as to form vivid inipressions

of that characteristic of our preseut life,
1n iwself, time is God's ¢lockwork.—
Nothing can be more regular, sure, ui-
That
mechanism has neverstopped, never jarced,:
pever will till it stops completely and for-

fultering in ity progress Lo s end.

ver.
: LBul our stay in timeis 2 most uncertain
thing, dtp&l](“lllg' on a thousand unforeseen
contingencies ; these again depending on
the will of God, who giveth not account
of His matters to any. Wehear the cease-
Icss ticking of that clock, when our cares,
or pleasures, or business engagements, or
household duties permit us to listen.—
But we know not at what instant our ears
nay lose thieir hearing; our eyes their see-
ing; and we lie down and sleep the sleep
that knows no waking here.

We may be actively devising well-planned
schemes of advantage to ourselves, which
we ure destined never to acgbmplish, We

our help, mav siy abruply, « Ye sons of
men, return.”  Aad we must obey.

How true, this instant only is ours; and
ours as a loan! To-morvow ! “If the
Lovd will.”

It such be the case, shoull an ac-
count that runs into eternity be left unset-
tied 2 At this season, merchants and t.ades-
men generailly make up their books, and
present their  accounts,  Dilatory and
delinquent  debtors, are warned by
threatening advertisements in the news-
papers; and honest men endeaveour to settle
and pav what they owe.  Buat vur account
with God—the only one that will inrn up in
eternity, men generally, many men .who
would resent the allegation of dishmasty,
are unprepared to meet—Jlo not try to
settlel -

Do not. let it besaid either that it is only
in thourhtlessness that men s» much ne-
gleet their standing with God; that they are
not. thinkinr of being callel soon into His
presence. That is true! But even that

cwrateheld excuse, were it as solid, as it is

worthless, would not cover with its seeming
the extent of this sinful negligence. For
what is the fict. Men, with the thought of
death upon their souls, and in actual anti-
cipation of it, will settle the claims which
fellow-men have upon them,—and make
their wills—and sometimes exhibit in that
act unjust partialities—sinful bias in favor
of the earthly —stone blindness to the fact
that they were stewards of God's bounties:
—and sometimes will show unforgiving
resentment—and sometimes avarice bound
to them by their heartstrings;—and then
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die—to the last uncertain moment refusing
to reckon with God, or trusting to a false
statement by a deceitful desperately wick-
ed heart.

A course of piety alone will issue in a
surely peaceful end. A thoughtfulness di-
rected to the great oljects, for the study of
which the power of thought was given us,
will aloue place us in a pozition that uncer-
tainty cannot surprize. Let us seek then
“the grace that bringeth salvation,”—
Think en Christ.  Remember Him and
He will think on you, and be with vou in
the hour of need. ~ Build on Him the sure
foundation, and you will never he moved |
nor confounded.

5. Discerning the time is to notice its
worth, and its worthiessness.—to form a
just judgment in regard to it, and then
act in accardance with that judement.

Time is worth much.  Ttis valuable, not
only as all inipartant to us individually—
our day of grace; but as the opportunity
granted to us to improve and do good.

1. It is the season of gricions forbear-
ance:—wrath sleeps :— misguided sinners
are to be sought and urged to flee, before
it wakens:——and God’s raved ones are 1o
seek them.  There will be no opportunities
of this kind, no good of this kind to be|
done, hereafter. = Seck good. Do goad.
There is much sin, afiliction, want, wrong
in this world. Do good as you have op-
portunity, wisely, heartily, —all kinds of
good toall sorts of men,—as you can,—
while it i3 to-day.

2. Tt is the season of gracious discipline
—the time when the Lord chasteneth those
whom He loveth. And so, God’s children
are often downeast and'sad.  Christ’s own
sheep cometines wander aud suffer.—
Those that are His are to love the brethren,
and to comfort the mourning and sore at
heart. They are to pray for them in
their calamities, and forget not to com-
municate, for with such sacrifices, God is
well pleased.

3. It is your own time of training and
_preparation for ! heaven, heliever, ‘and this
18.God’s method of making you ready for
the coming of the Lord. He gives Christ
-and all his benefits 1o make the ransomed
like Christ. He gives the Spirit to quicken
;and make you active.in. the Lord’s work.
He gives grace, 3l the grace Heever gives,
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to fill your lamp that it may be lighted
and shine.

4. But in all this, it will be seen that
time is valuable only as the vestibule into
eternity, and when it is regarded as such
by our keeping in mind that we must
enter right at this end, if we would come
out 1n glory at the other.

Ask God then to give you sound wis-
dom and discretion to help you to form
a proper estimate of time:—that you may
prize it for all the mercies and bhounties
showered in its course—for its opportunities
and privileges—its sanctuaries, and trysting
places with God. Pray that you may
never forget that it is only a way to an
end, and =0 be kept from setting your heart
on anything here that is not to see the
light of heaven. “ A wise man discorneth
&e.,” Considers time, and life, and judg-
ment in the light of Gud’s word i—feels
the awful importance of these things,—
governs himself accordingly.  Heimproves
time to the uttermost, while he sets his
heart on heaven, where changes,deceptions,
down-breakings, and losses such as happen

in time, can never occur to rob him of his
treasure, -

NEWS,

Accept the solemn warning given
by the notice to all men of passing time.
[ would see you happy—happy in God’s
love. T would not like to see clouds o
any countenance at such a season—or at
anyseason.  But is it a time to make mirth
—such kind of mirth as is too frequently
made when this poor earth’s heavy foot-
step i3 heard striding on to the day of
doom ? ]

O look on the year now ending—on
days and years long since gone. Think of
mereies in continuous streams, of deliver-
ances, of blessings manifest, and blessings
in disgnise.  Sav, “ what shall T render to
the Lord &c. ?” Think of gifts abused, wast-
ed: of time misspent, lost: of good left un-
done that cannot be done now: and of evil
committed that cannot be done away—
ana pray, “ God be merciful &ec. ”

Consider the latter end —the inevitable
coming of the kingef terrors. And to
Jesusnaow, The sinner’s Savionr,—His peo-
ple's life and joy. Death’s plague,
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. OUR ONE LIFE.
Tis ot for man to trifle!  Life is brief,
And sin is here.
Our age is but a falling of a leaf,
A dropping tear.
‘We-have no time to sport away the hours,
All must beearnest in a world like ours.

Not many lives, but only one have we,—
One, only ones;— )

How sacred should that one life ever be—
That narrow span!— '

Day after day filled up with blessed toil,

Hour after hour still bringing in new spoil,

Qur being is 10 shadow of thin air,
No vacant dream,
No fable of the things that never were,
But only seem.
"T4s full of meaning as of mystery,
Though strange and solemn may that
meaning be.

Our sorrows are no phantom of the night,
No idle tale; )

Nocloud that floats along a sky of light,
On summer gale.

They are the true realities of earth, i

Friends and companionseven from our birth.

0O life below—how brief, and poor, and sad!
One heavy sigh. )

O life all)love—-how Joug, how fair, and glad ;
An endless joy.

Oh, to be done with daily dying bere;

Oh, to begin the living in yon sphere!
O day of time how dark? O sky and
earth,
How dull your bue;
O day c(:f Christ—bow bright! O skyand
earth, \
Made fair and new:
Come, f;efte?Eden, with thy fresher green
Come, brighter Salem, gladden all the
scene!
— "
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TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS.

jve letters from correspon-
ho write the name of the

towaship in which they live and omit to give @

the name of their Post-office.

We frequently rece
dents in the country, W

ship it is all right, but gepgrnl\y it is not, an
and disappoin :
he m&ke&y but we have occasion to com-
riain of our correspondel:xta og it;m; point, and
. as we suffer through
! :5: :l;t know snyond but%nco anection with

Weir reapective Post-offices.
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS,

(1.) When the term of subscription
expires, an account will be enclosed in the
last number for the amount of subscription
for the following year, which is payable in
advance. .

(2.) The Good News for the year fol-
lowing the term of subscription, will be
sent on to all our subscribers, unless they
send us notice requiring their paper to be
stopped.

{)%) The Good News will not be dis-
continued when requested, unless all arrears
that may happen to be due are remitted
along with the request.

(4-) As the Good News is payable in
advance, those who neglect to remit the
amount within the first six mouths of their
year will, after the Ist of January, be charged
One Dollur and Fifty Cents for their sub-
scription,

When you want your Post-office address chang-
;d be kind enough to give us the name of the
ost-office at which you have been receiving
g"""‘ paper, as well as the one to which you wish
$10 be sent. Please be particular on this point.

WE HAVE NOW READY

QUARTERLY PARTS
OF THE
GOOD NEWS,
Stitched in coloured paper cover.
Part I, for 1862, from 1st January to lst April.
Part I1, for 1862, from 1st April to 1st July.
Part 11, for 1862, from lst Ju'y to 1st October.
Bent by mail, or supplied by any of our travelling
agents, at 25 cents each.
WE HAVE ALSO READY,
Parts of the GOOD NEWS, for 1861, consisting
of six odd numbers, and amounting to 192 pages
of reading matter, at the same price.

Now PubLisHED AT OUR OFFICE, AND SENY
BY Mairn,—

THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE
NEW EARTH. By Rev. PaTIcK GRay,
Kineston, C.W. 10 Cents

TO YOU 18 THE WORD OF SALVATION SBNT.
By Ricuarp Weaver. 123 Cents.

THE ANXIOUS INQUIRER. By J. A.
Jamges. Price 12} cts.

THE SAINTS DELIGHT. By Rev.
Tuos. Warson. Price 123 Cents.

BLIND BARTIMEUS AN~ 'SGREAT
PHYSICIAN. Bv Pror. W J Hooww

Price 12} CUents.
MOTHER'S LAST WORDS,—By Mas
SgwsLL. Price 5 Cents.
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) Donatioas
For the gratui cirgulation of the Evaxcrur-
ZER, and. Gosrel MEssaGr, tor wlniglx we render
ouf best thanks in the name of the'Lord.
Forwkbrly acknowledged, - - - - - $O6R2.A2
J. B., Quehee, 2,00
LoD, Orills, 2,00

ﬁ"ﬁ. 5. M. M. Steatford, 1,00
Rev. V., W, Walsincham.

2,00
To ok PUBLISHED SiORTLY—

*.THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT.
By Rev. W. B. Clark, Quebee, C. E.

-

THE GOOD NEWS.

A Sgii-monthly periodical, devoted to the Le-
ligious Hducation of the old and youug.—Pubiich.
edou the Ist and 15th. of every month, at Gne
Dollar.

It contains:

Lo Originaland Selected articles, ou practical
Roligion. .

3. Revival intelligence and aecounts of the
various Christian movenients for the ameliorstion
of society,

3. A Seripture Lesson for every Sabboth in the
year adapted to assist parents and teachers,

4. A sermon from some living Preacher.

THE EVANGELIZER.

A religious periodical, unsectarian in eharacter
aad devoted exclusively to the advaccment of
the Kingdom of God wn the werld, is pwiiished to.
wirds the end of every mounth, at 25 cents per an-
nuam, or 5 copies of one issue for a doltar.” -

The matter of The Evangelizer consizts of ar-
gicles original and sclected, and is adapted te
arouse siuners, direct inquirers, and quicken God's
pedple.

lu order that the Lord's work may be advanced,
we offer The Fvangelizer for

Gratnitoas Circulntion,

Ve are anxiouns that our paper should cirenlate
among the carvelessandthe infidelas well asamong
anreligious. Many of these we know, will not
subscribe for, or support apaner such as ours,
but we wish it to circulate anongst them, noiwith-
standing. And the way it can ve done is this,

Reader, suppose in your locality, school-section,
sougregation, villige or town, there are twenty,
thirty, or fifty famiiies, or more, which you conld
eonveniently visit once a month. If yon wish to
do.them good, send to us for us many papers as
there are fumilies. i there be fty fumilies, we
will send fifty copies eich month, Take them ronnd
—hand them kindly to every one of the tifty whe
will receive them, no matter by what name they
ar; 'pamed. When you hand them in, speak a
word for Christ. It will be a geod opportumty
for you. If you are notableto do se, leave the
Lod himself to speak throagh the paper.

"The Gospel Message.

Is & small periodical we publish monthly and i«
swhstantially a (ospel tract of four pages, or two
[ ] 1 tracts of two pages eagh, or four (Gospel
n-:g,’b‘r one page each, : :

18 I8 well udapted for distribution on the railwa)
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cars, ‘@ rmers, at the dismissal.of congregatione. on
housenold visitation, and wherever oupel trugrs !
ean be circulated. . -

In order that we may supply theee as cheaply as -
poaxible, the matter of The Mesife will uppear
Hrst for some time in The Evangelizer: so that we
will be able to send Owe Hundred aud Twensy
t copics of T'he Gospel Méssage by post to any part i
of Cinada for 50 cents, o2

To those who have tle opportunity of scatser. -
Cing, but canuot atford to purchase, as many as
they can civeiilate, we will be glad to supply thewm
gratiy us far as the Lord enables us.

I

A Scheme of Sabbath School Leckons for every
; Sabbath i 1362, i supplied by pust for teu centa
! per dozen. .
For the gratuitons circulation of Evangeliazer
and Gospel Mesaage,

; : Donations o

i Are thankfully received.  The seattering of

Cleatiets of i, is with us u work of foith and -

P horof uve, We spend our time, our talent spd
our sbstnee, without expecting or dusiriug any |

henetit, hui such as the Lord scex fitto bestow—

i 50 that il He shositdatie up any of His peppie o

’ heip us with their supstance it will be thauktully

i

received and acknewledged.

A

ot

Colpbrtéurs.

We have now Ten Colporteuys, who devote
Flieir time to the distribution of our prblications,
twhom we commend to thg & hristian Kinduess of
thuse whow they visit, and to the care and koep-
ing of the Great Head of the Charch. ’

The sphere of usetuluess is wiae, ana the need of
Colporteurs great, so thatii uny young men of
Epiety and activity are disposed Lo enter on iie
LWork, i connection with s they will be kind
enough to communivate with us direvt.

RUBERT KENNEDY,
Prescott, C.W.

|
i

NOWICH 10 SUBSCKIBERS.

Subseribers to the Kvangelizer, in the {ollowing
! places, will veceive their papers, tree of postaye
1 from the following gentleuen, who will also gladiy
E receive subseriptions for us (—
" Braxtworn, - E. C. Pagsuors.
" Firzrox Harnocr, Mr. Ggo. LrarsouTa,

InGrrsoLL, - - Mr. An:x. Gorpon.
Newsuvren, - - Jas, WIGHTMAN.

PicToN, - ~ - Mr, TavLoR.

! Pogr ilorr, - - - Jas. Laikn, Bookseller,
Quesac, - - - Rev. D. Muarsn, Bibhi\_

Society’s Depot.
We will be glad to add to the number
our Agents. :

of i -
N

PRINTED AND TUBLISHED BY ROBERY
KENNEDY, Prescorr, C. W. to whom alk
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addressed prepaid.




