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FOR THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

REMARKS ON PSALMODY, WITH A HISTORICAL AC-
COUNT OF THE SLOTTISH METRICAL VERSION OF
THE PSALMS.

The ordinances of Christ are calculated not on-

" ly to enlighten the understanding but to engage

the affections ; and wherever they are enjoyed
their purnity, they wall be attended with some mea-
sure of success in the advancement of His king-
dom. It was by cutting off these channels of the
divine blessing, that the Church of Rowme brought
on the darkuess of Egyptian mght, and the dead-
ness and barrenness of the Arabian desert. In-
stead of allowing the pure stream of the water of
life to flow for the refreshment of the souls of men,
the Romish priesthood cutertancd the people with
legendary tales of saints and relico; that sacra-
ment which was especially intended as a means of
spiritual comfort and cunsulalion was matilated
and corrupted, and looked upon only as a talismanic
charm ; and the worship of the Church being ad-
dressed to saints and angels, and couched ina
dead language, became a picce of idle mummery,
“The people unght be dazzled with the gaudy pommp
and imposwyg splendour of external ubservances,

Bishop Horne in reference to the exertions of Eras.
mus,) had removed “the earth and rubbish with
which those Philistines, the monks, had stopped up
the wells of salvation,” the effect was just what
might have been anticipated upon the minds of
seriously disposed and reflecting persons. Tosay
nothing of the seemingly unquenchable thirst with
which multitudes flocked to drink in the good word
of hfes as well as to join in the worship of God in
thoir own language, and the consequent growth in
wrace, and in the knowledge of Christ which many
cxinbnted, we know that in Scotland a considera-
ble measure of thesuccess which attended the la-
bours of John Knox was, underthe divine blessing,
the result of the frequency with which he adminis-
tered the sacrament of the Lord's supper in both
kinds.

I have becn led tomake these remarks in conse-
queace of reflecting upon the striking effect which
tae ntroduction of psalinedy had on the advance-
meat of the reformation—~an cfiect only to be ex-
piained wa the prne.ple already alluded to and in
sume measure illustrated, viz, that the religion of
Clinst 1a its native purity comes home to the hearts

but the understanhng was uncnhightened, thejand consciences of men, and whileit teaches them
heart was untouchied, the morals were unumproved. | to approach tie Throne of God in a rational and
But when the Reformers (to usc the words of untclligent way, aind to worship Him iu spirit and
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in truth, it affords them, in the enjoyment of itsor-
dinanens, an oppartunity of cwving vent tothe deep

wrought feehngs and the ardent aspira ons of

sotly under the gmdunce of a lieaven enhghtened
understanding,  Notinng almost conld be better
fitted for this purpese tian paatmody,  Thepsalms,
being u part ol the dianely imspired word ot Gy
willy under the unseen but powerful energy of the
toly Spinit, have the same awakening and refresh

ing cffect upon the soul that is asenbed to the
Scripturesat large—an cffect that will be enhanced
by the circumstauce that the psalms arc deeply ex-
perimental, and conscquently powerfully caleula
ted to beget sympathetic feehing < aud being given
by the inspiration of llitn who knows whatisin
man, and ig intimately acquainted with all the se-
cret springs and operations of the feelings in the
heart of tman, they are more admirably adapted for
giving expression to all the varied emutions of the
toul, thun any merels human compositiancuonld b,
though framed with all the sensibility of the poet,
and ull the acuteness of the metaphysician. When
psalmody was introduced into the worship of the
Church at the opemng of the reformation, the
change felt by seriously disposed worshppers
would be prodigious,  Formerly they were demed
the Word of God, and the worship to which thev
were admitted was cold, lifeless, nninteresting, and
unintelligible. But now, in the exercise of psalmo-
dy, the words of the living God, equally fitted at
once to excite and to express the deepest emotions
of the soul, were put into their mouths in a lan-
guage they understood, and in these words with all
the freshness of recent enjoyment, they had the
opportunity of joining personally in the worship,
in & way that was at once rational, interesting, and
intelligible, and of pouring out the pent-up feel-
ings of their heerts under the animating, elevating,
thrilling influence of music and poetry 1 —

“ Of allthe arts beneath the heaven,
That man has found, or God has given,
None steals the soul so sweet away,
Asmumc’s melung mysiic lay;

Slight emblem of the blissabove,
Itsvothes the spirit all to Jove,”

We need not wonder that psalmody, as an or-
dinance of Christ, was a powerful agent in ad-
vancing the reformation when once it was intro-
duced.

In Germany, Luther, some time previous to his
administering the sacrament of the Lord’s supper
in the German language, published a small bool.
containing thirty-cight German hymns, with ap
propriate tunes. e was himself a musician, ani!
a musical composer of a high order, and he ap
plied his knowledge of music so skilfully that in
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the singing of these hymns, “the harmony and
nudulation of the voice agreed with the words and
sentitents, and tended to raise the correspondent
dfiections 1n the minds of the singers,”"*

As an evidence that the psalms—the sweet songs
of Zaon—were preterred befure any other by chris-
aansan all conutries, we ind that “in every Pro-
testant country, a metnical version of the Psalmg,
m the vernocular language, appeared at a very
early period.”

«The French version, begun by Clement Marot,
and completed by Beza, contributed much to the
spread of the reforination in France. Even Catho-
lics flocked for o time to the assemblies of the
Protestants to listen to their psalmody.”t

From some incidental notices in Knox's History
of the Reformation, 1t appears that there was
metrical version of at least a portion of the psalms
uzed 1 Scotland ata very early stage of the refur-
wation,

In 1546, on the night that George Wishart, the
wartyr, was taken prisoner at the house of Or-
wiston, after supper, (as Knox relates) “he said,
swe'll sing apsalm ;* and so he appointed the fif-
ty-first psalm wiich was put in Scotush mere
and began thus :—

# Have mercy on me now, good Lord,
Alfter thy great mercy.”

Again, in 1955, Knox mentions the case of &
godly woman, who, on her dying bed, “desired
her sisters and some others that were beside her,
to sing a psalm, and among others she appointed
the ciii. psalm, beginning,

“ My soul, praise thou the Lord always.”

In the course of a year or two after this time,
the psalms appear to have been commonly and pub.
licly sung in the Protestant congregations, for
Knox, after describing the destruction of the Po-
pish idol of St. Giles by the populace of Edin.
burgh, adds “the brethren assembled themselves
in such sort, in companies, singing psalms, and
praising God, that the proudest of the enemies
were astonished.”

Dr. M'Cric mentions, on the authority of Calder-
wood, that two brothers of the name of John and
Robert Wedderburn, natives of Dundee, appear to
have been the principal translators of this version,
which was never completed.

Previously to this time, however, a new version
* Milner, V.392
+ Dr. M'Cric’s Life of Kuox, I, 364.
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had been begun in England by Sternhold & Iop-
kins, and completed at Geneve by the Enghsh ex-
iles, who lhad fled from the persecution against
the Protestantsin England, then earrying on under
Qucen Mary. Kunox was at Geneva at the same
iime ; and from his connection with the Enghsh
exiles there, we may infer that he was the means of
introducing it into Scotland, where it was coming
into use in the Protestant churches about the time
of the establishment of the Reformed Religion in
1560 ; and we find that in 1562 the General Assem-
bly took steps for having a large edition of it
printed at Edinburgh, and afterwards ordained it to
be generally used, This was the authorized ver-
sion of the psalms used in the Church of Scotland
for about 90 years.

In 1629, a vergion was printed, the first thirty-
one psalms of which, had been versified by that
vain and foolish pedant King James VI, and the
remainder by the Earl of Stirling, but it never
came into public favour.

About 1639, there were two new metrical ver-
sions published, bothof which were well received—
one in Scotland, by Sir Thomas More, of Rowal-
lan,and the other in England, by Francis Rouse,
Esq., of Devonshire, a pious and venerable gentle-
man, and a member of the English House of Com-
muns,

YWhen the celebrated Asscinbly of Divines,con-
sisting in part of Commissioners from the Church
of Scotland, met at Westminster, in 1643, to frame
a Confession of Faith, Catechisms, Form of
Church Government, Directory for Worship, &c.,
one part of the grand plan appears to have been
to obtaina better version of the psalms i metre,
for the worship of the Church than the oue Inti
erto authorized. With this view, Rouse’s version
was selected asa basis for the labours of the As-
sembly.

Accordingly, on the 20th November, 1613, the
Parliament recominended Rouse’s version to the
Assembly of Divines for their consideration and
revision, and they, after some discussion, appoint
¢d a committee of such of their number as were
particularly quahfied for the task, to carry the of-
ject of the Parliament into effect.  After dismiss
ing from this version every extrancous composition,
suchas hymns and doxologies, which in those days,
were attached to some of the psaling, and oceasion-
ally sung ut the close of worsitip, the Assembhy
laid 1t down as a leading princaple in the correcune
of this versiun, that they were to keep not only o
the sense, but as faras possible, to the very words
of the sacred text.
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After being about two years in the hands of the
Assembly, duning which time there were many al-
terations and amendments maae on the onginal
copy, 1t was finally approved of by the As.cmbly,
o4 November tithy 2643, and siaetly after approv-
ed and authorized by the E.agh-h Parliament,

The improved version, as thus approved and au-
thorized, was sent to Scotlaud, and the General
Assembly of the Churcl of Scutland i 16 36, tovk
the matter into consideration and deliberated on
the propriety of adopting it for the use of con-
gregations and families, In 1647, they passed the
following

* Act for vevising the paraphrase of the psalins
brought from England, &e.

“ The General Assembly baving considered the
report of the commuttee conzerming the paraphrase of
the psalmes sent from England, and finding that it is
very necessary that the said parapirase be yet revised ;
therefore dota appoint  Mr, Juhn Adamson to exam-
ine the first fourty psalmes; Me Thomas Crawford
the second fourty ; Mr. Johm Row the third fourty;
and Mr, John Nevey the last thurty psahnes of that
paraphrase,, and in thar exannaation they shall not
vnly observe what they think nceds to be amended,
but also to set down their own essay for correcting
thereof; and for this purpose, recommends to them to
make use of the travailes of Rowallan, Mr. Zachary
Boyd, or of any other on that subjeet, but especially
of our own paraplirase, that what they find better in
any of these works may bechosen, and likewise they
shall make use of the animady-rsions sent from Pres-
bytertes, who for tins caus? are hereby d -sired to has-
ten their observations umo them; and they are to
mare report of ther trasv.ulos aren to the Counnus-
switof the Assembly e pa'do aflices a st e fiest
meeting in Pebrumy v xt Ad = Cananission af-
ter revising thereof, siall send the same o Provincial
Assemblies, to be transmitted to Presbytories that by
their furthr consideration the matter may be fully
prepared to the next Assembly; and because some
plsamies in that paraphrase sent from England are
composzd in verses wWhich do not agree with the com-
mon tunes, thereforc it is recommended that these
psalines be turned into other verses which may agree
10 the common tunes, that is, having the first line of
eight syllables and the secand e of six, that so both
versions being together, use may be mads of either of
them 1 congrezauons as saall bz found coavenient."—
Act Sess. 25, Aug. 23, 16475,

This commit*ee perfirmed the tack assirned
thea, and the Geunerad Xse ab'y 11 1643, sent the
vers10i with its corrections and alteraiions made
wpont 1t to Presvytenes “aat they wmay caretully
revise and exaunne the sawe, and therearter send
them with their corrections to the Commission of
this Asscmbly to be appointed for publick affaires,
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who are to have a carcto cauge re-cxamine the
animadversions of Presbyteries, and prepare a re-
portto next General Assembly.”—dct Sess. 8¢.
JAug. 10, 1648,

The following Acts will of themselves sufficiont-
ly show the progress made in the umending und
perfecting of this version.

1619. ¢ The General Assembly having tuken some
view of the new paraphrase of the psalmes in meeter ;
with the corrections and animadversions thereupon
sent from several persons and Presbyteries; and find-
ing that they cannot overtake the 1eview and exami-
nation of the wlole in this Assembly, therefore, now
after se much time and so great panes about the cor-
recting and examining thereof from time to tume some
years by-gone, that the wuik may now comc to some
conclusion, they do ordain the brethren appomted for
perusing the same during the meeting of tns Assem-
bly, viz:—Masters James Hamilton, John Suuth, Hew
Mackail, Robert Traill, George Hutcheson, and Ro-
bert Laurie, after the dissolving of this Assembly, to
go on in that work carcfully; and 1o report their tra-
vails to the Commission of the General Assembly for
public affaires at their meeting, in November; and the
said Commission afier perusall und re-examination
thereof, is hereby authorized with full power to con-
clude and establish the paraphrase, and to publish and
emit the same for publick use.”—Act Sess. Ul Aug,
6, 1649.

Edinburgh, November 23, 1649.

*The Commission of the General Assembly having
with great diligence considered the paraphrase of the
psalms in metre, sent from the Assembly of Divines
in England by our Commissioners whilst they were
there, as it is corrected by former General Assemblies,
Committees from them, and now at last by the brethren
deputed by the late Assembly for that purposc; and,
having exactly examined the same, do approve the
said paraphrase as it is now compiled: And therefore,
according to the power given them by the said As-
sembly, do appoeint it to Le printed and pubhished for
publick use; hereby authorizing the same to e the only
paraphirase of the Psalms of David to be sung tn the
Kick of Scotland; and discharging the old para-
phrasc, and any other than this new paraphrase to e
made use of in any congregation or family after the
first day of May, in the yeac 1630. And for uni-
formity in this part of the worship of God, do serious-
ly recommend to Presbyterics, to cause niake publick
intimation of this Act, and take special care that the
same be timeously put to exccution, and duly ob-
served.” A. Keg,

The version thus corrected and approved by the
Church, shortly after reccived the approbation,
and was sanctioned by the authority of the Scot-
tish Parlisment in the following Act 1~
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Edinburgh, January 8, 1650,
“The Conmmittee of Fatates having considered the
Snglish Paraphrase of the Psalms of David 10 metre,
presented this day unto them by the Commission of
the General  Assembly, together with their Ac, and
the Act of the Jate Assembly, approving the saud
pavaplirase, and  appoiuting the same to bs sung
through this Kirk, ‘Therefore, the Committee doth
also approve the said paraphrase, and interpone therr
authority for the publishing und practising thereof,
hereby ordaining the same, and no other, to be made
use of throughout this Kingdom, according to the
tenor of the said Acts of the General Assembly and

their Commissioners.”
T. Huxprnsox.

This metrical version of the psalms, thus ongin-
ally rendered by Rouse, aud afterwards so careful-
ly amended by the Westuumster Assemnbly of Ih-
vines, by the several Presbyteries of the Church of
Scotland, by the General Asseinbly at divers imes,
by a number ot Comnuttees appownted by the As-
sembly, and finally by the Commission of the As.
sembly, is the one used to this day by the Church
of Scotland, and by Synods and Presbyteries hold-
ing conunection with her in oll parts of the world,—
by all other Presbyterian bodies in  England, Scot-
land, and Ircland—and by several of them both in
the Britishh Colonies and in the United States of
Amcrica,

The Church of England continued to use Stern-
hold aud Hopking’ version from the time of the
Restoration, inn 1660, untilit wassupplanted by that
of Brady and Tate, which was published in 1692,
and1s the one at present used in that Church,
Bishop Horsley, in the preface to his translation of
the psalms, speaking of Sternhold and Hopking’
version, Says 1=

1t was a change much for the worse, when the
nedantey of pretenders to taste in literary composiion
thrust out this excellent translation from many of our
Chiurches, to make room for what sull goes by the
name of the new verston, that of Tate and Brady,
wluch, i many places where the old version is just,
accurate, and digmfied by its sunplicy, 1s careless
and inadequate, and, 1n the povesty and lntleness of
its style, contemptable.”

> Many of the Dissentersin England being desi-
rous of having the version used by the Church of
Scotland, intreduced into their Chapels, an edition
of it was published in England, in 1673, witha re-
commendatory preface by Dr. Owen, and subscribed
by twenty-five other divines as follows :—

“ Surely singing of psalms is a duty of such com-
fort and profit, that it ncedeth not our recommendation,,
the new natare is instead of all arguments, whichcan-
not be without this scriptural solace.  Qur devotion
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is best secured, where the matter and the words are of
immediately Divine inspiration, and to us, Davd's
Psalmss scem plannly antendud by those temns of
psalms, and hymns, and spiritual  songs, which the
Apostle useth, Eph. v. 19; Col. hi. 16, But it is
meet that these davine compositions  should be repre-
sented tous in a fit translation, lest we want Da-
vid in David; while his holy ecstacies are delivered
in a flatand cold eapression.  T'he transfation which
is now put into thy hand cometh nearest to the original
of uny that we have scen, and runncth with such a
flucnt sweetness, that we thought it fit to reconmend
it to thy Christinn aceeptance, some of us having
used it already with great comfort and satisfaction :e—

John Owen, D. D.~Thomas Manten, D, D.—1IIn-
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discharge of the duties devolving on him as a pa-
rent and head of a Numly. Por this is the testis
wony of Gud concerting huni—¢ For I hnow hun,
that he will command lus clildeen and s house-
hold after him, and they shall keep the way of the
Lord, to do justice and judgment : that the Lord
may bring upon Abraham that wiich he hath spo-
ken of him.”

1. The nghts and duties of heads of fami-
lies are ordamed and enjomned by God—or 1n
other words, famuly government is a dwine jnstitu-
tion.

This averment wiil be readily admitted in regard

ry Laugley, D. D= Willuau Joiky as—James buies o parents aud cluldeens “Lise authunity of the pa-
~—Thomas Watsou—Thos. Lyc-=Matthow Puole— reut, the subordination of the Culd—are mamfestly

John Millward—Joln  Clester—Guo. Cockayn— fyunded 1m nature ; tiat 1s, they anise nece

Matthew Mead—Robert Franklin—Thos Doulittle—
‘Thos Vincent—XNathantel Vincent—John Rythen—
‘Wm. Thomson—Nicholus Bliaikie—Charles Morton
—Edmund Calamy—William Carslake—James Jane-
way—John Hicks—John Baker—Richard Mayo.”
T. B.

BELIGIOUS DUTIES OF PARENTS AND HEADS OF
FAMILIKS.

The testimony wlich i3 borne to the reli-
gious character of Abrahamn is uniformly sustained
throughout the brief history of this patriarch.
Traces of human imperfection, indeed, appear in
somne of the incider's of his hfe, but they are im-
perfections of the lightest ol.2des—not of thatdark
and aggravated kind which we discover in the cha-
racter of many who i other respects were honoura-
bly distinguished. It is manifest that in the gene-
ral tenor of lus whole life, he mantained a habitu-
al trust and dependance on God ; that tius haditu-
al disposition was cherished by the constant exer-
cises of piety ; and having maintamed the begin-
ning of his confidence steadfast unto the end, he
at length died in the faith, and was admitted into
the city for which he looked—*the city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”

It is not my intention, however, to delineate the
general excellence of Abrabaw’s character, but
to draw attention to one of the particular vir-
tues for which he was distinguished~lus faithful

ssarily
from the relation in wincls the parties stand towards

each other. The express enactment of the moral
law 1s founded on tins relationship ¢ «Hononr thy
father and thy mother: that thy days may be lon:g
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee,” It is true, this divine command merely de-
clares obedience to be the duty of children ; but
the duty to obey, implies also the right to rule or
command. A parent who does not wisely rule, is
as much guilty of a breach of this command, as a
child who refuses to obey ; for legitimate obedi-
ence on the part of the child presupposes legiti-
mate command on the part of the parent,

I put forth this statcment at the outset thus
plunly and explicitly, because I fear that the pro-
per foundation of parental authority is apt to be
forgotten in the practical management of children;
foraif the parent forget thi.. ins authority is found -
cd on nature, and on the law of God adapted t0 item
there is great danger that the child may forget this
too ; and proper authority being thus subverted on
the one part, proper subordinution will be subvert-
od on the other, and the benevolent intention of
the divine law will be frustrated. 1lence I would
say, that if & parent yield up the authority with
which God has invested him, and cease to com-
mand his childrenand his housel.old : andif instead
thereof, he should descend to the arts of coaxing
and solicitation, he is guilty of transgressing the
law of God, and is most likely to encounter
frequent disobedience on the part of his children,
because he rehuguishes the influence of that su-
thority with which God has invested him,

When we speak of the right and duty of a pa-
rent to comman!d lus ciuldren, we do not mean that
he should excrase this right or perform this duty
m stern and mperious Janguage, We do not
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mean that he should use the tones or the modes
of speech which unfecling oppressors are said
to employ towsrds their slaves. I'he relation
of parent and ci™l pre-snpposes the greatest
tenderness and Jove, and the commands flowing
from such affections, shouldalwaysbemild and per-
suasive ; yet if the parent feel that God enjoins
upon him to exercisc authority, his commands,
though affectionate, will yet be authoritative ; and
if the child be taught habitually to feel that God
has enjoined upon him subordination, his obedience
will not only be affectionate but conscientious.

But the authority of parents, though founded on
nature and the divine law, has its rules and
Jimits. Though a parent may and ought to com-
mand his cluldren, he can have no night to com-
mand them to do what 1s sinful, Therentionship
is established by God for mutual good ; the divine
law which 1s adapted to the natural relationship 1s
so limited as not to sanction the mfringement of
any other law: for example, should a parent com-
mand his child to break the Sabbath, he abu-
ses his authonity, and 1t becomes null in thet
instance, on account of the umversality of
the prmciple—we ought to obey God rather than
man, Thercare some other causes which may
greatly weaken or even annul, the natural authori-
ty of a parent; such as extreme jgnorance, or
profigacy, orunreasonable seventy. But we can-
not now enater into the nature and extent of the
limtations ansing from these causes. It ought
moreover, ought to be considered that a peri-
od will arnve when the governing authority of the
parent over the cluld must naturally, ina great
measure, ccase. The youth outgrows the period
of dependance and authoritative control; he
reaches the years of matunty and judgment, when
he should be left manly to s own responsibility
to God and soctety. A parent must then ceaseto
command, though he may sull advise: and if he has
wisely discharged Ins duties dunng the educxtion
and non.age of his children, his inlluence, as a
counsellor and friend, will cease only with lus
life.

Let us now extend this iltustration of duty to
the parent, considered as the head of a famuly 2
Abraham commanded hischildrenand s kousehold.
According to the views prevailing in carly tunes,
the houschold, that is, the whole estabushment of
servants and domestics, were regarded as belong -
ing to the faunly, and over thew the head or patus-
arch exercised a kind of sovereigzn authority. The
state of society now, as to its domestic consti-
tution, is indeed, very different in its outward
form ; and yet,as tothe principles which ought to
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govern g christian family, itis essentially the same,
The head of a family still cannot relinquish hug
authority over his domestics, without disregarding
the duty hie owes to his God and to tus cluldren:
forif he be wholly indifferent to the conduct of
his hnusehold, how can he be answerable far the
conduct of his children? If he teceives as an .
mate of the family circle the druukard, the pro.
fune swearer, the Sabbath.breaker, the scoffer at
religion, and the denier of the most sacred moral ob-
ligations—does he not admit a counteracting influ-
ence to hisinstructions, by presenting, (asthe youth.
ful mind may conceive,) with the seal of his ap.
probation, these immoral inmates? 1 am sure
every well instructed christian will condemn
the admission of persons of this description into 2
family where children are in danger of being cor-
rupted by their example, and will confess that no
temporal consideration can possibly compensate
for the hazard that is run. Norcan 1 give in to
the opinion that society is so constituted now
among us, and that the feeling of insubordination s
so prevalent among domestics, that it is next toim-
practicable for any one to command his house-
hold, I am satisfied that every head of & family
when he admits 2 domestic under his roof] hasa
right to lay before him the christian regulations by
which his family is governed ; and to exact, as a
condition of his continuing there, a conformity to
itsorder ; and when its arrangements are wisely
made and affectionately conducted, we may safely
indulge the hope, (that, except in cases of extreme
perversity) obedience will be rendered ;——and were
the authority thus exercised by the head of the
family, united as it ought to be, in the bosom of
every Christian, with the sincere desire of the spir-
itnal welfare of all under his roof, and with all
zealous and affectionate eans of promoting
it, we would see in a great number of instances,
the practicability of the resolution in its accom-
plishment. s for me and my house we will serve
the Lord,”

Let us now proceed to consider specially what
rehigious duties flow from the parental authority
wherewith parents are invested by God. And
these may be treated of under the heads of instrucs
tion, example, and commaad. 1st. It is the duty
of parents to give religlous instruction to their
chldren. Rehizion, compreliending the knowledge
of Gad, the dispositions we should cherish to-
~vards God, and the obedience we owe to his law,
constituies the imam busmecsand end of our life. In-
struction shaunld theretore begin with the firstdawn
of thought and feeling. The early influence of
religious feehng on the youthful mnd is matter of
experience and observation. And we know that
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love and a ser.se of obedience to a Father in hea-
ven, can be awakened i the bosum of a chuld short
ly after it bus begun to wuim with love aud a sense
of obudience towards its parents on carths  But
withuut noticing the peniud of niere wlancy, let u.
advance u few years onwady and how delyzlittully
do we behold the wind expand to the hallowed
power of truth and piety ! Wuat storesof valua-
ble knowledge can be mmparted ! what holy s
pressions can be made on the hearts of the young
group collicted around a parent’s knee! Inn
stances innumerable, the character hus here receiv-
ed the immutable stamp of gouduess ; amd all the
freedom from worldly pollution winch 1t maintain.
ed in future years, and all its virtuous dignity,
and all beneficent usefulness, resuited from the
principles then implanted, the ewmotions tien awa
kened, But, apart altogether fromn the cousilera-
tions of the beneficial eiliecty 1t s a duty enjuined
on parents by God tostruct their cluldren  lis
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small degree of labeur and applicatiun wlach young
pevple can give, at oncey to uny subject, but espe-
citily to thuse of' a spiritaal and religious nature,
Lucy st suon be relieved frum their task ; but
ey sught soun aleo tu be recalled to st 1n order
v pieserve what is atauned, and muke farther pro-
gress. I the reagious wstruction of a faunly be
Iited to a hasty Jesson onthe Sabbath, it isbeyond
reasun to expect that they can be brought to une
derstand and remember the many momentous gub-
Jjects that are embraced n the Gospel of Christ,
Nuitelhigent parent would think an hour a week
suilicient to instruct his cluldreninany of the com-
moun brauckes of cducation, and are the doctrines
of religion of casier attainment? And no chris-
tian will aftiun that the knowledge of the word of
God s of less uecessity to a cluld than skill in any

i

of the branches of conanonlearning ?  There must
then be repeated perusals of the sacred volume';
often repeated and often varied illustrations ; its

fear. Ctuldren are placed under subordination to truths must be interwoven with their habits of

their parents chiefly for this end. To refuse to
teach them is to deprive them of a nght, and to
intlict upon them arreparable injury.  For af the
faculties of theirmind are notearly cultivated, they
will become weak ; if religious sentiment is not
early cherished, the heart will become insensible:
if the essential activities of youth be not early di-
rected to good, they will soon of themselves tend
in the direction of evil ; and the parent who is thus
negligent of the religious well being of his off-
epring, may, in reality, do them a greater wrong
than the poor blinded Hindoo who expuses his to
certain death on the banks of the Ganges, or the
stillmore cruel idvlaters whomadethem passthrough
the fire to Moloch, Isit nothing to you, let me
ask, that. the children whom you now gather around
you with instinetive fondness, grow up in igno-
rance of God, and of his Son’s gospel—without
any fixed principles of religion or moral conduct ?
that the finer affections of the heart never be awa-
kened in them? that they continue at a distance
from all the means ordained to prepare mankind
for a blessed immortality ? and that when you are
summoned to appear at the judgment scat of God,
you depart with no other conviction respecting
them, than that they are filling up the measure of
their ‘niquities! Ah! an hour is approaching
when the most careless parent will be com-
pelled to think aright onthissubject. Meanwhile,
with those who seriously acknowledge thatit is the
duty of parentsto give religious instruction to
their children, let us consider how it ought to be
performed,

And first there ought to be a set and sufficient
time appropriated to its performance. It is only a

thought and feeling ; its great principles must be-
come famibar as “household words ;" the very
sound of which, has power to awaken a virtue,
Nuw, 1f ever parental instruction shall have this
effect upan children, there must be something more
than Sunday inculcationn. The command given to
the Jews in reference to the words of their law,
must be almost literally complied with, 4 Thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest downand wlen thou risest up—and thou shalt
bind themfor a sizn upon thine hands, and they shall
be as frontlets between thine eyes—and thou shalt
write them upon the posts of thy house, and on
thy gates.” If a mind well instructed in the law
of God, be a desirable attammment, sufficient la.
bour must be expended to obtain it; and we do
not overstran the mark when we say, it should
formn part of every day'stask., We think it ought
not to prove an irksome duty to a christian parent,
who knows something of the value of an immortal
mind, that he should every day take under his own
tuition the children whom God has given him—to
unfold to them simply and affectionately, the prin-
ciples and Liopes of that gospel which is heaven's
best gift to man, Ilis own knowledge and expe-
rience might thus prove of incalculable benefit in
forming their character, and in securing their fu-
ture well-being. If such be = parent's duty, and
such the benefits arising from it, what excuse can
you give for the neglect of it 2—You are not com-
petent?  What a pity, that you cannot do for your
offspring what nature has enabled even irrational
creatures to do for theirs 1—
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Yonr time is acenpind with more important con-
cerns T We should ke to know what a christian
wanld prononnee more fnportand than the religions
education of his children?  ‘I'he honrs of evening
when you could most corveniontly attend to it is
subject to most frequent interruptions?  How
Jamentable that, you should thus suffer your chil
dren to be defrauded of what may prove to them
their richest inheritance, Alas! the true caunse
of the neglect is, for the most part, the undervalu-
ing of the advantage of a religious education.
Many, even of those who malke a chiristian profes-
sion secm to think, that the Sabbath’s instructions
from the pulpit are suflicient—forgetting that mere
children cannot profit much by themn & aud, if they
secure for their children the additional instructions
of the Sabbath school, they take no small credit to
themselves for this extra carefulness, and quietly
consider that they have discharged the duty of a
parent in the matter of rekigion, though perhaps,

child the sanctification of the Sabbatl, when e
himselt’ lounges in illeness at honie, or receives
the visits of persons as idle as hunself; or pushes
forth into the ficlds for a recrcation that home
cannot afford him? Would not instruction thus
discredited by example be likely to awaken disgust?
And yet many, mauy a parent who fancied humnself
religious, has thus converted his child into an infidel
ur a profligate, because his whole example belied
the rehigious lessons that he taught,  If, therefore,
our iastructions are to cxert their appropnate in.
fluence, we must illustrate them by our hfe. [t
must appear that religion and all connected with
ity has the highest place in our regard ; that it pene-
trates our heart and pervades ous life 3 and that so
often as we are betrayed into inconsistent conduct,
it is cause of bitterness and repentance. When
the principles by which we are guided are occesion.
ally explained m a manner level to the capacities
of the young; when we tell them, I do this

they never personally converse with or wstruct)thung because God has commandedit ; and I ab.

them from one year's end o another.  Isthere any
wonder that children thus neglected, should grow
up in ignorance of God, and i decp rooted idiier-
ence to nll that his word declares ; that even the
solemnities of religion should fail to command
their reverence; and that they should habitually
ally themselves to the ungodly multitude, whose
whole conduct evince that it would cause thew
little regret were the gospel and all it teaches
extirpated from the world.  Chnstian parents,
if you reckon the furmation of such a character in
your children an cul above all otiuers to be de-
plored, both un accuunt of 1ts present and ats eter-
nal consequcuces, study now tu avertat, by appro-
priating a set and sullicient wine fur the religous -
struction of your children,

Observe, secondly, that it is the duty of parents
to set before thewr clularen and household, a pro-
per example.  Without this it is much to be feared
that whatever religious instruction you may hap-
pen to give, will be worse than vain, It will most
likely breed inthem hypocrisy or a contempt of re-
ligion, Of what avail would it be for a parent to
teach his children to pray, if’ they have very good
reason to surmise that be himself never prayed?
Of what avail would be a parent’s occasional ad-
monition to fear God, if it were very plaineven to
a child’s observation, that the fear of God was not
before his own cyes? .And al! what should we
say of the admonitions of a parent to good tem-
per, when he himself is constantly gining way to
peevishness and rage?  of n parent whipping his
child for blaspheming the sacred nawie, when the
half swallowed oath is often muttering from Lis
own lips? of a parent inculcating upon the

staumn trom this other thing because God has forlud-
denit 5 sud [ believe tins truth becanse the Scnp-
wures teach 1t and I chenish tins hope, for the di-
vine pronuse warrants it—our wstruction and our
examnple combie to persuade the child to umta.
uon.  hd Christian parents thus teach and act
beture their cluldren from earhest infancy, the
gates of Zion would be crowded with the offspring
of the nighteous, and the Church would rejoice in
the dawmng mibiemum !

Were parental instruction thus seconded by a
cousislent exmpie, parental anthonity would no
Le cuntemued. Obudience would be rendered to
the lanful commands of pareis, because such obe-
dicnce is> enjuined by God.  And true authonty,
and cunscientious suoordination would bring back
to the innwmerable httle  commonwealths of
which society is composed, the order, harmony
and peace, with winch the eyes of the observer 1s
uow so rarely blessed.

For further recommending to pareuts the per-
formance of these duties, let me observe, that
they are the main source of individual happiness.
Children under the discreet exerciscof parental dis-
cipline, acquire many habits cssential to their well-
bemg. Selt-will, from which so many miseries
arisey is restrained. The important habit is ac-
quired of submitting to authonity ; and the effect
of’ this becomes very manifest 1n the subsequent
discipline of the schooland the labours of theappren-
ticeship.  (What trouble do children who are neg-
leeted at home give to their teachers and masters !)
There is fostered a docility of temper very favoura-
ble to their future improvement. They learn to



RELIGIOUS DUTINS OF PPARRMIS AND HEADS OF FAMILIVS,

regard the claims and happiness of those around
them, and by so doing, they promote their own.
Home becomes to them a centre of attractions ;
they umte more cheerfully their exertions to pro-
mote its comfort ; and become bound to its -
mates by a stronger attachinent, If aflliction and
adversity come, they will lend their aid in their al-
leviation ; and vl cling together affectionately in
the homestead, when their parents are called to
their reward, Fromsuch connections of filial Jove
and friendship flow some of the purest pleasures
of wmortality. DBut when we add to theni the in.
fluence of divine truth early received upon the
goul, the hallowed exercises to which the spiritual
tastes have been forined, the pure hopes winch
shine upon the future as light from the throne of
God, we have the existing elements of individual
happiness produced in their most energetic and du-
rable forms,

Again, the faithful discharge of parental duty is
the surest foundation of domestic peace. Tt isim-
possible to preserve peace and order among a.y
number of human beings, but through the authori-
ty of an acknowledged superior.  For this reason,
God has placed eventhe wife in subjectionto the
husband, although in other respects she be his
equal, Happy for the prospects of Christian fami-
hes, thatit cannot be a question who among them is
thestrongest, that iemay be the head, nor who is the
wisest, that hie may command ; for God, himself,
hasdecreed that every man, that is, head of a family,
shall rule his own louse, and by consequence
thatits inmates shall be in subjeciion to lus au-
thority, “not with eye service as men pleasers,
but doing the wiil of God from the heart.” If we
look into those families where strfe and discord
most prevail, we shall discover that it principally
arises from a disrcgard to those principles The
head of the family never could rule his own spirit,
and how can lie rule his household ? Habits of
subordination were never formed in the children,
gelf-will has become uncontrollable, and the per-
petual jarring of 1nterests, over which, the fear
of God diffuses no molhfving influence, pre-
sents one of the most disagrecable pictures ex
hibited to the observation of man, But in the
house where a Chnistian parent affectionately ex-
crts his authority, where the wisdom of his sway
has secured the confidence and affection of the
inmates, how many little brawls are silenced by a
look ! how many disputes are settled by a word ere
they are well begun! how readily self-will bends to
thesway of onc who hasbeen loved and obeved from
infancy ! Even here, it 1s true, authority may
sometimes be seen putting on his sterner aspect,
when disobedience appears 1n her stubborn one,
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butit will pass away as the thunder cloud, and
leave the sky as serene and bright as before,  And
Souml guvermuent i the family, hke good gov-
criuicat i1 tie siate, preserves (ts tranquillity and
advances its well being,

Lastly, as a motive to the discharge of paren-
tal duty, we atlirm it to bo the surest origin of so-
cial virtue and good citizenship, A state is only
an aggregation of families, und the partis only a
winiature of the whole. The subordination rens
dered toa pareat invested with autherity by Gad,
will very casily be transferred to the magistrate,
also deriving lis anthority from the same source.
The good insteuction, the nighteons example, the
salatary rule, experienced under the parental roof,
are the best preparatives for those public duties
which every man owes to the commenwealth. In
n well ordered family ¢ cry member labours not
tur selfish ends, but for the good of the whole ;
wid how casily may this habit be transmuted unto
the purest patriotism, when the youth enters on
theurena of public hife, und regards his country as
lus home ! On the contrary, the political agitato
could desire no better nursery for discontent and
tuction, thun familics where the authority of 2 fa~
ther is scorned, and his commands set at defiance.
And | can easily funcy to myself the disobedient
lad emerging fromthe circle of a family where his
self-will never brooked restraint, where his mind
resisted all instruction, and strutting forth with all
the airs of what he mistakes for manhood, though
the down of youth is yet upon his cheeks, and ta-
King lns pluce without shame nmong grey-headed
men, and cavilling at their sober notions of liberty,
and indepenlence, and government, and reviling
duguties in their presence, and exceedingly clam-
orous for political changes, and ready to join kin-
dred spints to subvert all law, and authonity, and
tule. I say, the demagogue could wish no beiter
school for the forming of his instruments thau the
home where a parent’s authority is set at nought.
Wiule the surest guaranty of sveial order, of fove
to country, of devotedness to 1ts prospenity and
defence, of enlightened subnussion to 1its rulers, is
the tarithful and general discharge of parental du-
ty, and the stamp of wisdom aud virtue which it
umpresses on the nsing genceration,

With such considerations as these before you,
Chnistian parents, negligence would mvolve the
hughest eriminality, Remember, then, the authority
with which God has wnvested you, and the purposcs
tur wlich it 15 be.towed, and seck the grace of
Gol 50 to lead and guide you, that this testimony
may be borne concerning you .lich God has re-
corded of Abraham—“l know him, that he will
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command his children and his houschold after Lin,
and thev shall keep the way of the Lord, to do
justice and judgment.”

REVIEW.

EVINENCES OF RVEALED RELIGION, BY A NUMBER OF
TUE MINISTEKS OF GLASGOW.
LECTURE Nl
THE INSPIRATION OF THE BOOXS OF SCRIMTURE.
By the Revo. Andrew King, A. M. Minister of St.
Stephen'’s Parishy, Glasgow,

——

Inspiration is an attributc of the record in which
revelation is commuonicated to us, rather than a di-
rect element for proving its truth.

It is quite couceivable, that the original lustory
of revelation might have been written by uninspir-
¢d men ; but, they who rightly estimate the pride of
the natural mind, and its reluctancein submitting to
Divine truth, will at once sce, that, such a record
of revelation would have been ina great measure
useless.  An uninspired Bible would have been
destitute of all authority; though treating of God,
it would have been only the word of man,

\We may infer how such a book would havebeen
received from the treatinent which the Bible has
actually met with from those who deny its nspira.
tion : such are the inost of Unitarians. Dr. Pricst-
ley, for example, thougit that «the Scriptores
were written without any particular iuspiration,
by men who wrote according to the hest of their
knowledge, and who from their circumstances,
could not be mistaken with respect to the greater
facts of which they were witnesses, bat, like other
men, subject to prejudice, might be lable toadopt
a hasty and ill grounded opinion concerning things
which did not fall within the compass of their own
knowlcdgc, and which had no connexion with any
thing that was s0.” Nceed we wonder that with
such an opinion of the writers of the Seriptures,
Unitarians should speak of them as bemg inconclu-
give reasoncrs—as falling into mistakes fram slips
of memory, and recording as $acts what were only
vulgar errors? It is casy for the German Neolo
gists to deny the very exislence of Sata, the 1¢
ality of demoniacal possession, and even the mir-
cles of onr Lord and his apostles, when they have
brought themsclves to regard the cvangclists and
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apustles as illiterate, prejudiced, and enthusiastc
wen.® Lhe cumparative general orthodoxy of Britigh
theology may in part be ascribed to the tenacity
with wineh the doctrine of the inspiration of the
lloly Scriptures has been held by the British
Churches.

Those who have agreed in holding the doctrine
of the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, have yet
differed in regard to the extent of the divine influ-
ence which operated on the minds of the sacred
writers. Somce maintain that they were under a
plenary inspiration in cvery sentiment and every
word winchthey wrote; othersagainhold that thein.
fluence of the spirit terminated in directing them
to the truth they were to write, but left them at
liberty to cmnbody it in their own language. Some
who inchne to the former opinion admit of various
degrees in the influcnce which operated on the in-
spired writers ; they suppose that they were un-
deran influcnce which sometimes suggested new
truths, at other times aided them in the remem.
brunee of what they had before known, and always
superintended  them and preserved them from
errors,

But the true theory of inspiration has not yety
we are inclined to think, been clearly unfolded. It
partakes of the difficulties which attach to all in-
quiries respecting  the subordination of the moral
agency of man to the all-controlling agency of
God.  Scripture is not altogether silent on the
mode and extent of the divine ageney in inspira-
tion, and yet, it furnishes us only with a few hints
on thissubject. These, togcther with the obvious
facts which are presented to us in the composition
of the sacred voluime, are the cle:nents on which

s ‘LChie Rev. Mr. Rose, Christian Advocate in the
University of Cunbridze. in a volume of Sermons
publisked a few years azo, gives the following sad ac-
coutt of Gennan “Theolagy . The rationalizing Di.
vines of Germauy are bound by no Jaw but their own
fanecics; some are nore and some are less extrava-
zant, but 1 do them no injusice after this declaration
in saying that the general inclination and tendeney of
their opinions (imore or less forcibly acted on) isthis—
that w the New Testament we shall findonly the optin
fansol’ Christ and the apoestles, adzpied to theagein
whichthey lived, and not clerna truths; that Christ
himsclfhad acither the desizgn, northe power of teach-
mz any sestem which was to eadure; that when he
taught any cnduring truth, as he occasionally did, it
was without being aware of its nawire ; thatthe Apos
tles undenstood still le<s of real religion ; that the whole
docirine, both of Christ and his apostics, as it is di-
recied to the Jews stlone, a0 it was gathered in fact
fromn no_other source than the Jewish philacophy;
that Chirist himscl(’ crred and his apuostles sprcmf his
crrors sl shat, consequenily, no-one of his doctrines
is to hie reccived on thae anthority; but that, withowt
rezand o tive authority of the books of Seripiure, and
their assenied divine origin, cach doctiing 1sto be exe
amined acconding In the principles of right reason, -

furc itisallowed o b2 divine,!
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the true theory of inspiration must be fuunded. 1f
we cannot satisfactonily cunibunie thein i vue ) s-
tem, we can atleust hold them as sepsrate articles
of belief, assured, that they have a perfect harme-
ny with ofie another, though the scantiness of the
information comnunicated to us, orthe wnperfec-
tions of our faculties, hinder us from tracing their
connexion,

The Bible unequivocally claims to itrelf what
may be called a plenary inspiration ; it is ¢ givern
by inspiration of God;” it is “the word"—“the
oracles”—¢ the law of God.” And yetthey who
take Dr. Johnson’s definition of inspiration, which
Mr. King, in the lecture before us, quotes with
commendation, and apply it to the whule of the
Scriptures, would sectn to understand little of the
composition of' these writings.

According to ‘the defimtion referred to, inspira-
tion is ® the infusion of ideas into the mind, by a
superior power.” But to what portion of inspired
writ does this definition apply 7 Not certainly to
the historical books which constitute the principal
part of the Bible; nor with much propricty
to those postions of it which cwbody direct
communications from heaven. The writer of
of the Book of Esther for example, was undoubt-
edly uuder a divine influcnce when e wrote that
episode as we may call it, in the history of the
Jewish Church ; but whether hie quoted from the
chronicles of the Persian monarchy as some sup-
pose,® or drew his materials from other sources,
jtcaninno proper sense Le said that the ideas
wete infused into his mind in a supernatural way.
Luke, the principal historian of the New Testa-
ment, speaks of his undertaking the distory of our
Lord’s life and ministry,as though he had not been
conscious of any Divine influence cither moving
hin to it, or assisting himin the prosecution of it:—
#Forasinuch as many have taken in hand to set
forth in order, adeclaration of these things which
are most surcly believed among us, cven as they,
delivered themn unto us, which from the begionmg
were eye-witnesses, amd numnisters of the word 5
scemed good to ey also, having had perfect un-
derstanding of all things from the very first, to
write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophi-
lss, that thou mightest huow the certaunty of those
things wherein thiou hast been mnstrucied.”  Ba,
while it scemed good to him with the knowledge he
had acquired of the Saviour’s lustory, and the re-
gard he entertained for Theophilus to write a me
moir primarily designed for this friend ; It scemed
&ood also to the Hely Spirit thai he shonld be cia-

¢ Sce Horac's Introduction, vol. iv. . 69.

a3t

bled so to wnite 1t, that it should become permas
ueutly uselul i the Church of God.

Mr. Kinge objects to the distinctions which some
writers on this subject have mady, in respect toihe
Kimd or mode of inspiration under which different
portions of the Scriptures are supposed to have
been written, as though these distinctions were
inconsistent with plenary inspiration. But, while
this is uncoubtedly to be maintained, we do not
sce, that there is any inconsistency in holding,
thatthe Divine Spirit has employed the faculties of
the penmen of' the Bible in different ways ; and we
think that the structure of the Bible itself, and the
tenor of its own declarations, warrant us to recog-
nize distinctions m the way in which the divine
agency has been put forth.  Luke recording the
incidents and events of the Saviour™s history from
the reposts of credible witnesses, was, we admit,
under the influenice of that Spirit who is eminent-
ly the spnt of all trath. But surely the Pro-
phets who poured forth the visions of aremote fu-
tunty, and the Apostles who were enabled to un-
riddle the cnigmatical institutions of the ancient
dispensution, and to discernthe designs and purpo-
ses of God in the incarnation of lus Son, were in
a somewhat dificrent way under the teaching and
gundance of the Holy Spint. Many of the writers
ol the sacred volume do not once allude to the
divine  impulse under which they wrote ; and we
see no inconsistency in the supposition, that they
were unconscious of it ; but David could say, and
other Prophicis have in effect, said the same
tung—s"I'he spnit of the Lord spake by we, and
Inswond was m my tongue. My tongue is as
the pen of a ready writer;7 obedient, he meant,
10 the vrophetic spint, asthe pen is to the hand
that grasps it Peter antunates that the Prophets
were so conscrous of the heavenly mftuence under
which they prophesicd, that they “secarched what,
or what manner of tine the spirit of” Christ which
was m them did sigmnfly, when st testfied before-
and, the suffermgs of Chnst, and the glory that
should follow."i  And the Apostles, themselves,
were not less sensible of the divine afilatus. «We
have recaved,” said Paul, #uot the spirit of the
the world, aut the spent which is of God 5 that we
wmight know the things that are frecly givento us
of God.  Winch things also we speak, not i the
words winch man’s wisdom teacheth, but which
the Holy Ghost teacketh; comparing spiritual
things with spintual.”t These and sumilar passa-
ges: as well as the very structure of the scparate

———

*28am. 23, 2; and Ps. 35, 1.
11 Pat 3,10,
$ 1 Cor 11, 12,13
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portions of the inspired volunie shew, that the Di-
vine Spirit had operated in diflerent ways on the
men who wrote it.

We will only fatther add, that the autharsiup
of the Holy Spirit i the Bible is to be held as per-
fectly compatible with such a hutaan authorstup as
leaves to the various books winch composent, a
distinct and peculiar sty le from the tulents, acquire-
ments, employments, and modes of thought of tie
several writers, and even some of those imperfec-
tions which are more or less incident to all written
compositiens.

But it is time to give a more pasticular account
of Mr. King’s lecture. He proposes (p. 103) to
exhibit ¢ the character which the penmen them-
selves ascribe to the Holy Scrptures.”  Tius me-
thod of induction is undoubtedly the most satis-
factory for the discussion of a subpct hke tius
which rests principally on the testimony of Serip-
ture, But we were somewhat surprised after this
announcement to read thearrangement of the heads
of the lecture, which runs thus : “In the prose-
cution of this subject, we shall first explain, whut
we mean by the inspiration of the Scriptures ; se-
condly, adduce some arguments showing that the
Scriptures are thusinspired’; thirdly, answer the
objections which are urged against the doctrineas
thus laid down.” This, we consider, is very like
offering & theory of inspiration to be proved from
the Seriptutes, instead of allowing the Scriptures
to epeak first for themselves. We camnot com-
mend the author for perspicuity in the statement
of his views under the first head, and, as may be
inferred from the foregoing remarks we dissent
from some of his positinns.,

The arguments adduced under the second head,
are thus arranged :

« 1st. Qur first argument is, that this is the in-
spiration wlich they ascribe to their spoken ad-
dressesy” that is, a plenary inspiration.

2d. This is the inspiration which the penmen of

the Scriptures ascribe to their writings.

We here make a short quotation as a fair speci-
men of the lecture ;—

“Had he(God) Icft the communicatian of his will

¥ ROOKS OF SULRIPTURE.
stive reasoning. But, when such chaiges are biougin
against the Bible, let it be remembered that, if the
Seriptures are in any thing 10 be believed, these char-
ues are brought against God himsclf. Tt is he tha
~peaks in the Seriptures—It1s hethat traces the anol-
aies=I[tis he that makes the quotations—Itis he that
;draws the conclwsions.  In Genesis 1,24, we are tuld,
“ “Pherefore shall a man leave his father and his m.
“ther, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be
June flesh.”  Some concerve that these words were spo-
,heu by Adam, upan the vccason there seferred w,
o hersthinkthatthey area remark introdiecedby Moses
ithe historian  But, in cither case, they were really
ispoken by God, through their instrumentality; for our
Saviuar hunself says, Mau. xix, 4,3, “ Have yeua
1ead, that He which made them at the beginning made
them male and female, and said, For this cause shail
2 man leave father and mother,” &e. ‘The ninety-fifth
psabm is quoted in the fourth chapter of the Hebrews
jas a psalm wraten by David, but whatsoever mmght
have been the part wfnich David had in the commun-
cation of th.t psalm to the world, it is guoted in the
third chapter of the same Epistle to the Hebrews as
jthe wordsof the Holy Ghost: * Waerelore, (as the
(Holy Ghost sath, ‘T'v day, 1f ye will hear s voice,
“harden not your hearts,” &c¢ - And I mustagain
jnind you that this assertion refers not nerely to the
substance of the commumcation, but to the languaze
in which itis recordad. The apostle here fullows ae,
lnlconsidcmblc lenath, a course of argument which
the founds upon the precise words which are given in
ithe psalm. In like manner, we find him argwuing, m
the second chapter of that same epistle, and i the fil-
teenth chapter of first Corinthiars, trom the word all
which is used in the cighth psalm, * Thou hast put
all things under his feet.”  Similar in:tances of con-
clusions deduced from the use of particular words are
10 be found in Gal. iii, 16, and Hcb. xii, 27.”

3d. ‘This inspiration is claimed for every pant of
Scripture.

4

Under the third head various objections to the
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures are noticed,
and answers to them are supplied : as 1st, it is ob-
jected that there are contradictions in Scripture,
which forbid us to suppose, that it has been dicts-
ted by the spirit of God.™ Here the lecturer shews
that ¢ some of the alleged contradictions are to be
found only in our translation—they do not attach
to the Scriptures in their original languages.”
QOur author gives the following instances of con-
tradictions chargeable on an imperfect translation.

“Actsix, 7, “And the men who journeved with him
stood speechless, heaning a voice, butsceingno man, ’
campared with Acte xxii,9, “Andthey that were with
me xaw indeed the light and were afraid; but thes
heard not the voice of him thatspake 1o me.” The

apostic when he says that those who were with lum
heard not the veiccofhim that spaketo him, scems ©

to such weak ansttumentality, then anight there havelvoniradict the histarian who tells us thai they weard
been found sume ground for the sneersand the cavils ke voice.  The whole dithenliy, however, is removed
of the infidel; for the ignorance, the forgaininess, the | when we vbserve that the Greek word which is trane

misapprehension, the prejudices of man, would have
been cver and anot obiruding thancelves and obscur-
ing that glory which was intended to be revealed.
‘Then mightcold-hearted Unutanans, who labour,with
misdirected ingenuny, to depnive ot s glory that Sa-
viour whase tullowers they profe-~ to be, then might
they have had somnc ground tor assering that his word
alkunds with far-feiched analogics, with lame ac-
county, Wath improper quotationy, and with inconcly-

lated “to hear,” significsalso “to understand,” and that,
10 the passages which we bave just quoted s tahei
in these two significations re<pectively  According
tothe historian of the A«is of the Apostics, the men
hearda voice, and according 1o the aposile, thev dd
act understand the words which were spoken to ham
Qur translation givesthe latter meaningtothe same
word, 1 Cor. xiv,2, “For he that speaketh in an_un-
known tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God,
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for no man understandeth him.” According tuthetrans-
aliun in the margin, it is “no man heareth him.” In
tike mannerihe statement, Gen. xxii, 1, *“ And it came
to pass,afierthese things,thatGed did tewpt Abraham”
scems tode contradicted by James i, 13, “'Let no man
say, when he istempted, I'am tempted of God ; for God
cannotbe tempted with evil, neithsr tempteth he any
man.” The word which in Genesis is translated
“did tempt,” signifies 1lso ta try—to put to the proof;
and it is 1n this sense that it is there employed. God
dried Abriaham, putung his faith and obedience to the
proof. Our English word tempt signifies to solicit tu
evil; and in this sense, according tv James, God
tempteth no man.”

With all the excellencies of our translation of
the Scriptures, it is but a human work, and as
suchy, is susceptible of improvement, and shall yet,
we doubt not, be improved as the Church advances
inlove and unity as well as learning. Materials
for an nuproved trausiation of the Scriptures are
gradually accumulating. Wesre not unwilling to
ansert 1 our pages, in connexion withthe instances
of apparent contradiction in the Bible winch are
resolvable into imperfect translations an improv-
edtranslation of a single word which has recently
been discovered, we may say, and which obviates a
difficulty which had long attached to the in-
spired record.  And we do this, the rather that the
discovery, as we regard it, has not yet, so far aswe
know, found its way into commentaries. The ac-
count of the suicide of the traitor Judas, in Matt,
xxvii. 5, has been regarded hitherto asall but con-
tradicted by that in Acts i, 18. Now,alearned wri
ter in Tug TransacTions or THE RovaL Socirry
oF LiTErRATURE OF Tik UNitrp Kingpon,® Granville
Penn, Esq, has shewn that the Greek word elakese
in Acts i. 18, ¢“is only aninflexion of the Latin
dagqueo, rendered iusititious in the Hellenistic
Greek under the form lakeo.” The proper Greek
word has the signification which our translators
have attached to it, but the borrowed Latin word
signifiesto noose or be caught in a noose. The
words of Peter in the verse in question ghould be
rendered thus : “Jnd throwing kimself headlong,
he caxght midway in the noose, and all his bowels
gusked ont.”  The ingenious author of this emen-
dation of our English version shews that it is
alike supported by the construction of the sentence,
and the practice in Eastern countries in regard to
hanging, “the operation lLeing performed with a
great length of cord with which the ciminal 1s
precipitated from o high beam, and is thus violent-
ly laqueated or suared in a noose midicay.”

Other objections to the plenary inspiration of the
Xoly Scriptures are successively obviated—as that
the apostles themselves, at times, candidly admit
that they arc not speakiug by inspiration;—that

* Vol. I, Part ii, London, 1829.
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there are parallel passages in which the saie mean-
g 18 expressed but i diflereut words .—that the
thiferent writers of the Scriptures have ditferent
styles of wriing ;—that inspiration to the extent
contended for, is unnecessary.

Of this last division of the lecture we will only
say, that had the author treated the subject in an
inductive method, there would have been no occa-
sion for first marshalling, aud then overthrowing so
many objections. ‘There is a plenary wspiration of’
the Bible, we again repeat, o that it is “the word
of God which lhiveth aud abideth forever.,” But
that inspiration is not in the way of “an infusion
of 1deas” to which definition, most of the objec-
tions sbove enumerated have reference.

While we hiave poiuted out some things which to
us seem objectionuble in the lecture, we should be
misunderstood if it were supposed that we did not
withal deem it a discourse that is fitted to be
uscful.

We think, that as many of our readers may not
have read much on the subject of the Evidences
of Christianity, even an outline of these lectures
may be useful tothem.

From the Fdinbuegh Cliristian Instructor.
MEMOIR OF TIE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE LATE RO-
LERT BALFOUR, D. D,
Minister of the Outer igh Church, Glasgow:.

The name of the Rev. Dr. Batroun is onc that is
Inghly and justly revered by the fiends of religion in
scotand. Tlus disungwished munister of Christ was
born in Edinburgh, April, 1715.  His parents
were persons of cminent piety, and by them be
was trained successfully in the knowledge and
practice of genuine Christianity. At the age of
wwelve his picty beeame decided, and he attached him-
self to somc youths, like wminded, who form-
ed themselves wnto a soccty for religious conversation
and prayer.  Shunmng, with cautious and prudent
areumspecion, the contagion of the thoughtless and
profanc, who are so readiiy to be et with ina city
population, ins delight was with ** the excellent onesof

thecarth.”  Afier his grammar school course was
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finished, he attended the University of his native city.
Among other excellent young men who were then pur-
auing their studies in that learned seminary, may be
mentioned the late Dr Bogue of Gosport; Mr. Archd.
Bonar, late of Cramond; and Mr. Thomas Randall
(Dr. Davidson®); all of whom afterwards became
eminent ministers of the church of Christ. Both
before and after Mr. Balfour became a licentiate of the
Church of Scotland, he was highly esteemed by the
pious Mr. Gibson of St. Cuthberts, the venerable Dr.
Erskine of Old Grey Friars, and other worthy min-
isters; and by Lady Glenorchy, and many other
Christian friends who, from their knowledge of his
promising talents and piety, formed the most sanguine
expectations of his success as a minister of the gos-
pel; and in these fond anticipations they were not
disappointed. After he appeared as a preacher, his
eminent abilities in the pulpit, and his uniform decision
of religious character, were universally acknowledg-
ed, and soon secured to him the unbounded confidence
of Christians of all ranks, and the affection and esteem
of a numerous and extensive circle of friends of the
first respectability.  In the year 1774, he was ordain-
ed to be pastor of the small rural parish of Lecropt,
in the neighbourhood of Stirling. He was regarded
by his flock with the sincerest affection ; and during
his continuance among them, he was esteemed as one
of the most acceptable and useful ministers in that dis-
trict, and to many of his parishioners his labours
were divinely blessed. The pious and happy indi-
viduals who had been thus benefitted by his ministry,
continued to express for him the highest respect and
the warmest gratitude, long after his connection with
them as their spiritual guide was dissolved. Feel-
ings of esteem and affection were also cherished on
his part. After ‘his entering on a more extensive
charge, he frequently referred, with pleasing recollec-
tion, to the years during which he laboured in the
parish of Lecropt, as a period of peculiar enjoyment.
During the time of his incumbency there, he found,
the society of the venerable Mr. Randall of Stirling,
and in the amiable Mr. Duncan of Alva, minds, though
marked by some characteristic features different from
his own, yet in a great degree congenial; and from
their social intercourse and friendship he derived
much of his personal comfort and happiness.

* Mr. Randal and Mr. Balfour were the first mem-
bers of a weekly fellowship or prayer meeting of stu-
dents, which long met in the Orphan Hospital, Edin-
burgh, under the patronage and fatherly care of the
eminently pious Mr. William Peebles, master of the
Hospital, to whom, at a much later period, the mem-
bers presented a handsome large Psalm book, happily
inscribed to him, as “ their unrobed professor.” lgre-
viously tothe regular formation of this society, Messrs.
Balfourand Randal used to meet for religious confer-
ence amid the branches.of a tree in the Meadows.
'To the mind of the writer of this note, the venera-
ble aspect, the heavenly wisdom, and the simple devo-
tional eloquence of William Peebles—then just on
the eve of his translation to a better land—are vivid-
ly present, though at the distance of more than thirty
years.—Epir.
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His rising reputation, and the general sense entet-
tained of his worth, opened for him an easy 'intro-
duction to one of the most distinguished pastoral
charges in our church. In consequence of the trans-
lation of his friend, Mr. Randall, from the Outer
High Church of Glasgow, to be one of the ministers
of Edinburgh, he was called to fill the vacant charge
in June, 1779.+ On this new field of ministerial duty
he entered with a mind highly cultivated, and richly
furnished with the knowledge of the truths of divine
revelation, and at the same time, with physical pow-
ersof a firmer texture than falls to the lot of many 8
faithful and talented minister of the gospel. His calls
to laborious duty in his new sphere of action were fre-
quent, and his faithful labours soon became the object
of general attraction. There are still surviving a few
of his hearers who, though now treading in the vale
of years, still remember his able, and useful, and suc-
cessful labours in the work of the gospel, in those his
vigorous days; and who often recall to their pleasing
recollection the years of early life, when they heard
him, with a fervour and unetion peculiarly his own,
proclaim to listening multitudes the glad tidings of
salvation ; and especially on the evening of a commu-
nion sabbath, when his thoughts and language rose to
an ecstacy of devout feeling, truly sublime.

As one of the ministers of Glasgow, he not only
experienced the sincere and ardent attachment of his
own beloved congregation to an uncommon degree,
but also the general esteem and affection of those of
his fellow-citizens who were most intimately acquaint-
ed with his worth. His philanthropy and public spirit
led him to rejoice in all the exertions made by his chris- »
tian brethren for ministering to the relief and com-
fort of suffering humanity; but more especially his
benevolent soul entered warmly into the generous de-
signs which had for their object the more extensive
diffusion of the blessings of Christianity both at
home and abroad. He gave his zealous countenance
and support to Bible and Missionary Societies, and
other institutions formed for similar purposes, aid-
ing them by his liberal subscriptions, his active exer-
tions, and his fervent prayers. '

In June, 1789, he preached before the Society for
propagating Christian Knowledge in Scotland, 8t
their anniversary meeting in Edinburgh, and nobly
pleaded the cause of that venerable insgitution, This
sermon was aflerwards published, under the title of
“Liberal Charity stated and recommended on the
principles of the Gospel.” On the 4th April, 1796, be
was called to preach before the Glasgow Missionary
Society, at its commencement. This sermon was pub-
lished, under the title, * The Salvaiion of the Hea"

—

* Mr. Balfour, soon after his settlement at Lecroph
was called to be the first minister of Lady Gleporchy's
chapel in Edinburgh. He was at first inclined to a-(; !
cept the offer; but in consequence of special difs
ficulties in regard to the ecclesiastical settlement O
the erection, he withdrew his acceptance .~ Epir;
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then neccs.sary and certain.”  The subject of lus dis-
course was Ezekicl’s vision of the resurrcction of dry
bones, as representsng the power of God, and lus mer-
aful design to recover the heathen, as well as the
Jews, from sin and spiritual death, to holiness and sal-
vation. At the annual meeting of the London Mis-
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versation, which was always intelligent and pleasant,
rendered socal intercourse with lum hughly acceptable.
But 1t was s the fellowslup of Ins Chistian friends
that he felt lmself peculiarly happy 3 and although,
on account of lis many avocattons, ke could not cul-
tvate so general an acquamntance with prous studeuts

sionary Soctety, in May, 1798, Lie was agam catled tojas be could have wished, yet he kindly invited and en-
make a public appearance, by preachmg before the Di- jeouraged their visus; conversed with them cgarding
rectors; and on that occasion he dehivered an excel- their lnterary progress, recummended, and sometimes
lent and appropriate discourse, afterwards publishied, {lent them bouks for peiusal, and while he freely

on “Heaven and Earth, as rcconciled by the Mediation
of Chnst.” Thescarethiconly published specimensof ns
manner of preaching. Soon afler lusdeath, these three
sermons were publishied m a small volume, by some of
his friends, as a token of therr Kind reme.nbrance of
one whom they so nghly esteemed and loved. Hus
fricnd, Dr. Ranken of Glasgow, 1n lus funeral sermon
on Dr. B., alluding to lus backwitrdness to make any
puvlic appearance from the press, remarks, * That he
could not Lring humself to believe that any ting ke
could publish would be profitable to the world ; and
that Ins talents gave lam that facility of pramedita-
tion and public speakeng, which rendered it less neces-
sary for him, than for most others, to wrte lus dus-
courscs fully out.

As a minister of the Established Chureh of Scot-
land, he was well acquainted with her constitutional
principles and polity ; but his habuts did not lead him
often to obtrude himself upon the notice of the Eccle-
siastical Courts, as he chose rather to sce others come
forward whosc talents were better fited for contro-
versial debate.  He was, however, always ready to
discharge his duty as a member of Presbytery and of
the other superior courts.  He was distinguished by
his clear and luminous views of the subject under dis-
cussion, and he was generally supported in the mea-
sures which he proposcd and recommended, by the at-
tachment and  confidence of a nueraus class of min-
isters and clders, whose principles of church policy,
and whose opinions regarding the interests of rdhi-
gion, caincided with his own. There was one ease
that now occurs to our recollection, which may here
be referred to.  During the mecting of the General
Asscmbly, May 1789, when an overture from tke Sy-
nod of Glasgow and Ayr was brought forwand, re-
garding the publication, by the Rev. Dr. M'Gill of
Ayr, of an *Essay on the Death of Christ,” which
was strongly suspected by many friends of the Church
of being tainted with the Socinian heresy, Mr. Bal-
four, along with the venerable Dr, Erskine of Edin-
burgh, and others of lus brethren, made a noble stand
in defence of purity of doctrine, and of the right ex-
ercise of discipline in the Church of Scotland. Iie
delivered an cnergetic speech on the occasion, which
afterwards appeared in an abridged form in a pub-
hshed report of that interesting debate.

Those who were best acquainted with the charac.
ter of this emiment man well know how much his pri-
vate socicty was csteemed, and how greatly his con-

comniended 1n their character those traits of which he
approved, hie fuled not to address them in the language
of serious and profitable admonition.  His friend and
brother, the late Rev. D1, Campbell of Edinburgh, ex-
perienced  Jus kinduess in carly life; and after his
death, acknowledged the attention hie received in the
fvllowmng affectionate teums .—* Soon after Mr. Bal-
four came to Glasgow, he was pleased to distinguish
meby lus fuendly notice, and 1 now  acknowledge,
with the swicerest gratitude, that from his conversation
and advice, at that penod of my life, I derived the
most important advantages, and the affectionate and
unabated friendshup with which he ever continued to
hunour me, I certaunly number amongst the most sigaal
blessings of my life.”

In the year 1806, herefused a most urgent call to be-
come onc of the muusters of Edinburgh, on the death
of the Rev. David Black, of Lady Yester's Church.
Iis habats and affections were fixed, and he resolved
to remamn with ins beloved flock in Glasgow. The
affection which he bore to his people was so strong,
that in conversauon he had with one of his colleagues
a short time preceding lus death, he spoke of his be-
loved congregation in terms of the warmest pastoral
affection, calling them a ** praying people,” and saying
that tlus fratme in their character gave him, and
mught zive others enconragement m  their ministerial
labours.  He taught his people not only publicly in
the sanctuary, but also from house to house; and at-
tended, with assiduous kinduess, his Christian friends
and peaple 1 thetr chambers of sickuess, and on the
bed of death, presenting to them those instructions
and consolations most carnestly desired, and felt to be
supremely valuable.

Religious prmciple operated along with constitu-
tional kinduess of disposition, in leading him to ful-
it cvery domestic Juty with fidelity, and with the
meckuess of wisdom. e long protected and cher-
ished s widowed mother with unwearied attention,
1Ic was twice married, and was called at distant in-
tervals to deplore the loss of both of his partners, for
whom he mourned with the tenderest regret.  As a
father, his heart clave to Ius children, whom he affec-
tionately loved. “Lheir smiles chicered him, while any
appearance of their distiess and uneasiness disquisted
inm; as theie comtost, both of a temporal and spiritu-
al hnd, afforded hun unspeakable enoyment.  He
was not, liwwerver, permitted to pass through life, with-
vut a share of thuse afilictuns with which their hea-
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venly Father is pleased to visit his children, in order
at once totry and improve their character. Besidesthe
repeated experience he had of bercavements in the con-
Jjugal relation, he was more than once called to mourn
over the premature death of promising children, who
were dear to his heart. The first of these afilictive
bereavements took place in July, 1786, under very
painful circumstances.

At this time he was employed in assisting at the
dispensation of the Lord’s Supper at Dumbarton,
where, on the Moniday following, he preached an elo-
quent and impressive sermon, on the subject of ¢ re-
ceiving the grace of God in vain.” From Dumbarton
he proceeded 1o visit some of his friends at Luss, and
after a very short stay there, he set out on his retuta
to Glasgow. Being then a widower, Mr. and Murs.
Denniston, of West Thorn, had kindly urged him to

Jeave his son Henry, a fine spirited boy, -under their
charge till his return. But how short-sighted is hu-
man prudence, and hiow inscrutable the dispensations of|
Providence! While yet at some distance fiom lume,
he was met and informed by a messenger dispatched
for the purpose, that his only sonhad a few hours be-
fore been drowned in the river Clyde!  Afier recoy-
ering from the first puoxysm of grict occasioned by
the heartrending: event, he hastened to tender lus
sympathy and consolation to his- deeply afilicted
friends, whose kindness had thus been permited to

prove the occasion of involving him and lus family inj.

thisunexpected calamity. His conduct on this most
trying dispensation made a deep impression on all
who had an opportunity of observing it: He wrote
a most interesting letter to the afilicted family at West
‘Chorn, replete with salutary truths, and expressive
of his own resignation to thé divine will, and impart-
ing Clristian consolation to them, This excellent
letter has found jts way into the hands of the public
through different chaunels, and may be looked upon
as & valuable memorial of the writer’s resignation and
Clristian fortitude of mind, in a time of severe family
affliction.  His numerous fricnds sincerely sympatized
with him on occasion of this distressing event, and
among others, his vencrable futher, Dr. Erskine of Ed-
inburgh, wrote him a letter of condolence, in which
niuch of the spirit of picus friendship is discovered.
Of this very cxcellent letter, a copy came into our
hands soon afterit was written, and as, so faras we
know, it lias never before appeared in print, we here
give it insertion.
B ) _ Epix. 10ta Jeey, 1726,

. My Dear Sir,—I sincerely sympathize with youon
your unexpected trial. I havedrank déep in the same
cup. Of nine sons only one survives. From what
I have repeatedly felt, I'can form sume idea of what
you must feel, inso promising an only son being taken
ttom you, deservedly dear 10 you on his owWn account,
and doubly so as_the pledge of the-love of your best
earthly friend. Icannui, I dare not say, “ Wecep not.”
Jesns wept at the grave of Lazarus, and surcly he al-
lows youto weep. Surcly thereis a * need be,” that
you feel heaviness under such atual.  But O, let hope
and joy mitigate -your heaviness. I know not how
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this, or a former trial, shall work for your good ; tut
itis enough that God knows, Hethat said, “ all things
shall work together for good to them who love him,”
he excepts not from the promise the sorest trials. You
devuled your son o Guod, and you cannot duubt that
God hasaccepied the surrender. He has been hid in
the chambers of the grave from the evil of sin, and
from the evil of suffering. Letnot your eye be evil
when God is good.  'Whatyon chiefly wished forhim,
and prayed for on his behalf, were spiritual and hea-
venly biessings. If the irenest thing you wished for
him is accomplished, at the seasen, and in the manner
infinite Wisdom saw best, refuse not to be comforted,
You know not what works and joy havebeen awaiting
for him in the world where God's servants shall serve
him. Should you sorrow immoderately when you
have such ground of hope, that he and his other pa-
rent, are rejoicing in what you lament! I know na-
ture must have its vent, and believe, that suppressing
jtsemotions in such cases is not profitable for soul or
body, but trust, though you mourn, that God wiil keep
you from murmuring, and that 'you shzall have cause
to glory in your infirmities, while the power of Christ
ismade manifestthereby.

Adieu, my dear and much esteemed friend. 1know
that I suggest what has often oceurred unto your own
mind, but we are often much hurt by not improving
intheir proper scasons the most plain and Known
truths. Thisisa time for conversing as much as
pussible with God and Heaven, and yet a time when
well-mcant, but ill-directed triendship, uften hinders,
instead of adwministering relief.

Iam, yours, &c.
JOHN ERSKINE.
Rev Robr. Bavrotn, Glasgow.

Ten years after this painful dispensation, this af
flicted parent was again visited by another bereave-
ment, in the-death of his son Archibald, though not
under circumstances so appalling and overwhelmirg.
But the state of his mind at that time, ‘and the tri-
umphs of faith over the feelings of nature, have been
for¢ibly pourtrayed by his own delicate and masterly
pen, in an  Appendix to his Sermon, preached before
the Glasgow Missionary Society, 4th April, 1796, the
day on which his dear hopefut boy died. This zeal-
ous minister of Christ had anticipated high spiritual
enjoyment, in meeting with' his brethren and Chris-
tian friends, on what he considered as one of the
most auspicious days of his ministry. His feelings
regardingthis painful disappointment, are thus pathetic-
ally expressed by himself: ¢ That day so bright in
prospect came, but to me, arnd - my family came, durk
with the terrors of death. A favourite child, my only
son, just cight years of age, was snatched from the
embraces of loving and weeping pavents. After a
very short illness, only alarming that morning, hein
the évening closed his eyes in death s

It was at the time when Mr. Balfour was most ac-
tively engaged in his arduous labours as minister of
the Quter Church, that he had an  academical degree
conferred on him Ly Princeton College, New Jersey.
Though hc did not display the habits of 2 profound
or plodding scholar, he was not only conversant with
general literatute, but was well acquainted with the
best writef's, ancient and modcrn, whosc object it is to
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illustrate the Scriptures. By close and. deep medita-
tion during s whole hife, he had reudered the great
subjects of divine truth famuliac to lus nuad,  UWis
worniug hours were tedeamed with caie, and uniform-
ly devoted to study and devotion,  Pussesaing, above
most men, the happy talent of commatt “:ng Lis thouglis
aad kecping lis mand well employed 1o those intervals
of solitude aud leisure, whichi must every day to &
certain extent oceur cven to those who are most cn-
gaged in active hife, he was in the habit (to use his
own expression) of “carrying about” with him the
subjects on which he intended to preach, so that his
mind naturally reverted to them when he was other-
wise engaged. T'hus his chicf resources with respect
to preparation for the pulpit, were derived from the
stores of his own rich and exuberant mind, and from
the fervour of devout affection with which his lecart
was habitually. warmed.

It was in the discharge of pulpit dutics that his ta-
lents shone with distinguished lustre. e had a clear,
melodious voice; lus eye was Leen and peactrating,
and expressive of great carnestness in the work in
which ke was engagud.  In puayer he discoveied a
humble, pious mind, wul fuinishicd with devouvnal

seatiments, whieh, Leing clothad in languag. the most |

appropaate, were pouded fuith wahia holy ferveur,
which interested and «lified the worslippers.  Iis
sermons, which were nwaeruus, varied as circumstan-
ces reyuired, both in thair suljeus and arangement,
and sowctimes practical, expustulatory, arguaentative,
or consolatory, and in all he eaccdind.  H.s wost
usual manner was to intiodace lis sulject by a lucid
illustration of the context, in which hie was plain, per-
spicuous, and instrucive.  On every occasion, he
traced shortly the comicction of the topics of which
Lic discoursed, with the peculiar ductrines of the gos-
pel, and never lost sight of the sinful nature of wan,
and of his obligation to the grace: of our. Lord Jesus
Chirist, und to the regencratiug influences of the Holy
Spirit. Having proposed and defined his subject, and
illustrated its various bearings, he then recommended
it, with a warmth which kindled as ‘he advanced. It
was in this part of his discourse that his eloquence be-
¢anie peculinrly splendid.  His imagination glowed
with the vastness of lis ideas; and the ardour of his
affection both to God, aud to the people whomn he ad-
dressed, gave a rich fervour to his style, and an un-
common fluency to his language. His words and
plirases, though seldom put’down at full length upon
paper, were as appropriate as if chosen with delibera-
tion; and somctimes figures the most brilliant, did
paint, as it were, to the eye, in lively colours, and in
"good taste, the subject thut he was most carnestly en-
deavouring to present to his licavers, and to inpress

. * Afall'and intcresting account of this promising
Yoy has been extracted fram the sermon ruterrad to,
and published as a rcligious tract, Itisalsoappend-
ed, as is the letier to Capt. Deniilton, to the funcral
sermon on Dr. Balfour®s death, by the Rev, Dr. Caing.-
bell.—an,
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upon their minds, When the attention of his audi-
eice was caught and riveted, lus eye, his features, his
3ustare, lus tones of voice, and his whole sprrit seized
thein,  Every subject that he handled he embellished,
and topues even the most fanuhiar and common, touch-
A by him, came furth arrayed with a beauty and
splendour, gratifying 1 a high degree, to the most
suiect and egant taste: intelligible, and at the same
tnie edifying to the humblest class of Christian hear-
ers. They who intimately knew this highly accom-
ishcd munister of the gaspel through life, could not,
however, help percciving, even in his case, a change
which is alimust unavoidably produced by the progress
of years, * His discourses, in the earlier period of
Lis ministry, were often marked by a varicty and fire,
which afterwards gave place to the mellowed maturity,
and chastened styie, more usually characteristic of ad-
vanced years. But, while his heavers, in the advan-
ced period of his life, enjayed the riches and sweetness
of the autumnal fruit, his early friends could not pos-
sibly forget the fragrance and beauty of the vernal
bloom.”

Forsome years immediately preceding his death,®
the state of the doctor’s health had excited among his
fuwads the alaranug apprehension, that the benefius
wihinected waith bis hfe and minstry would not long
be cuyoyed by the world and the cliurch. From some
ciicumstances, kuown, to his intimate friends, it ap-
poared that the anticipation was familiar to his own
nund.  This was particularly indicated from expres:
sions droup=d occasionally from his own lips, though
i such a cautious way, as not to disiréss the feelings
of lus family. s prayers especially indicated. the
eflusions of a spirit aspiring to immortality, and con-
scious of its approximation to the heavenly rest.  The:
presentiment that life was drawing to a close, though
witlhiout any tincture of affeétation or superstition,seent-
cd 10 have been daily. more and more impressed upon
lus thouglus.  Thé prospect, however, did not casta
sloom over his mind, nor did it give any interruption
to the ofdinary course of his duties or enjoymients;
Lut was improved by him in the way that might be
expected Ly a wise and good man, in keeping him at
the post of service, in readiuess to attend the call of
his Lord.

On the morning of Monday, 12th of October, 1818,
the day on winch his last summons was put into his
tiand, the doctor scemed to have been in good health
and spirits, as he had enjoyed for a considerable lime
hefore, and hind been employed for some hours in the
wstruction of some young persons, with a view to the
approaching dispensation of the Lord’s Supper, afier
which he left his housc with a friend, in order to per-
form an actof Christian fricndship, intending, befors

———

+ TIc was afflicted with dullness of hearing for a
few. years towards the. close of life. "He was much
pleased when any of his brethen spoke so well out as
0 g.v¢ i possessivn of the words in religious exer-
cises, &e—Lun.
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his return, to countenance by his presence, a society
of young persons, constituted with a view to the ad-
vancement of religin, Bat it pleased his divine Master
whown fie had long fauhfully served, to meet lam by
the wny, saying, “it 18 enough, good and fanthfu
servant, enter thoy into the joy of thy Lord ;¥ for he
“had not-proceeded far, Lefure he felt hmself unwell,
and on the suggesuion of lus friend, resolved to return
home. Before, howerver, he could reach ns own house
his illness greatly increcsed, and, with the assistance
of some persons who were passing along the street, lie
was taken into the house of a friend, which was near
.at hand. The symptoms of his disease instantly n-
dicated a stroke of apuplexy, and.the skill and eflorts
of his medical friends all proved in vain. From that
time he remained 1n & state of insensibulity, but it was
believed without suffering much pain.  Though un-
able to speak, he atdifferent sntervals vecognized some
of his friends around Ium; but death was in the cup,
and he breathed lus last on Tuesday evemmng, 13tn
October, 1818, 1 the 7lst year of lns nge, and 45th of
his ministry.  Around his death-bead stood a circle
of select friends, who viewed the scene with hearts
deeply affected at the depmiture of one who had; in a
very Ligh degree, Leen the object of their prous regard.
His fuend and brother, Dr. Love, in his sermon oc-
cusioned by his death, alluding to these interesting
moments, thus uddressed his congregation: “Many
cases occur when the overwhelring force of diseas:
produces a sudden wall of separation between the dy-
ing Christian and surviving friends, and seem to hu-
man view to intercept all the active exertions of the
soul, however highly it may be impregnated with the
principtes and powers of grace. It was thus thatl
lately stood by an illustrious christian minister, in his
expiring moments, The cloud of diseuse prevented
all communication which we ardently wish«d, bue, by
the eye of faith wesaw the great work upon our dying
friend transacted behind the curtain.  In these mys.
terious circumstances, we 10used and strengthened the
faith of one another, standing in awe of the reluke,
Mexcept yo see signs and wonders ye will not behieve ”
His intimate friend, Dr. Wardiaw, from Ius pulpit in
. Albion Street Chopel, thus addressed ins  pedple. in
equally pathelic terns : O my frends, what an af-
fecting change a single day, a single hour, or a single
moment may produce in the state of an mdividual and
a family circle! Friends who . ave assembled in- the
morning, all animation and social vivacity, ere the
day be far advanced, muy Le gathiered around the dy-
ing orthe dead. Laiely I stood by the bed of a'ven.
erable man of God, the moment afier the lust breath
"had been drawn:  The sulness of death was upon the
couch, and the stillness of grief wasmound it It was
& time of silent, deep; and peusive sorrow, sadly nung.
led withthe “fuil assurance of hope.”

«On Tuesday followmg lits dearh, the mortal rémains
of this venerable smmister of Clinist were depasited
-the finerd! viult allo:ted 10 the slergymen of the cuy.
The funerdl wiis auendud vy a lurge assanbly of si.

READING THE BIBLE 1N PUBLIC WORSHIN.

cere mourners, and an unprecedented concourse of
spectators, who had collected along the streets through
whicli the procession preceeded, affording an impres.
sive testimony of the umversality of the public senti.
ment of vegard, and of that well-merited popularity, as
a mimster of the gospel, which from the first was un.
commonly high, and which conuinued witlout abate-
went till the close of his earthly carecer. The umiver-
sal and heart-felt regret occasioned- by his death,
told by the most impressive signals how jusily lus
worth had been appreciated, and how deeply his loss
was lamented by all ranks of the commwunmity, Ser-
mons were preached and published on occasion of his
death, by his friends Drs. Ranken, Campbell, Love, and
Wardlaw ; and a few well written verses to his niem-
ory made their appearance from the press, at the same
time. From these publications we have derived as.
sistance in the conipilation of this bisef . Memoir, and
113 truly graufying to observe the coincidence of sen.
timeént, with which the authors delineate the character
of thus eminent mimister of Christ.  The friend who,
after lus death, pronounced the following eulogy over
fum, knew him well: “Never was reputation, duning
so long a period of trial; more unblemished ; for if the
breath of slander ever touch+d him, it was hke the
breuthing on the mirror of steel, where the dimness
passes away 10 an wmstant, leaving the polished sur-
face brighter than before.”s

From the Philadelphia Presbyterian,

READING THE DIBLE IN PUBLIC WORSHIP,

To the negleét of this very obvious duty the atten-
tion of the clergy should be directed, until the cause
of the complaint be removed.  In many of our church-
es the reading of the ‘Scriptures forms no part of the
public worslup, and 1n many more, the duty receives
a very partial and smpérfect performance.  'We have
often remarked the difference between the Episcopal
and Presbytenian churches in regard to the public ex-
eraises of the sanctenry.  In the former, the Liturgy,
which requires the reading of muchScripture, holds a
very prominent place, and the sermon & much more
subordinate one; in the other, the devotional exercises

«-Dr. Balfour married, in November 1774, Isabella
Stark, daughter of Mr Stark, Collector-of Excise at
Kirkcaldy. Shedied in October1781. In June 1767
he merried Catherine M’Gilchrist,daughter of Archi-
bald M'Gilchtist, Esq , of North Bar, Principal Clerk
of the cuy of Glasgow. She died in May 1817. Of
his whole family, only iwo dunghters survive, him;
by his first_narriage, Isabells, 1arried to Jobn Dun-
can, Ewy., Merchant in Gldsgow, son of is old friend
the Itevs Mr. Duncan of Alva ; and Margaret, by his
secend marriage.
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hold too low a rank, while the sermon is regarded as
the principal object for which the pnblic assembly is
convened. Perhaps both of these practices are ex-
tremes, and a middle course should be preferred, in
which prayer, praise, reading the Scriptures, and
preaching should receive an equal share of attention.
We have often lamented in our own church, the ap-
- parent indifference to what we fear, many hearers re-
gard as mere preparatory exercises, to the more im-
mediate object of their assembling ; and inisters not
infrequently contribute to this dangerous mistake, Ly
the hurried manner in which they offer prayer, read
a chapter, and give out a Psulm, as if anxious to spur:
time for their sermon. In this respect we ure well
persuaded there is room for reform. As worship is
now conducted, there is first singing of a Psalm, then
what is called the long prayer, then singing. then a
sermon usually an hour in length and sometimes even
longer, then a hurried prayer and singing. The di-
vison of time is here maaifestly unequal, and each
duty is not permitted to stand forth in its due propor-
tion. We are not friendly to unnecessary innovation,
but we are far from believing that every thing is best
which is sanctioned by custom. Tuere are a few con-
siderations which, if duly weighed, would have a sal-
utary influence in regulating the devotions and religi~
ous instruction of a congregation. The first is, that
attention is apt to flag, when people, who are accus-
tomed to active pursuits during the wcek, are on the
Sabbath congregated in the sanctuary to remain in a
great measure inactive duriag a terw uf two hours to-
gether. The very inaction will in many produce
drowsiness, in spite of opposing efforts, especially if
any one exercise is unduly protracted. Another con-
sideration is, that it is a very principal par of duty
in the sancutary, not only to hear God himself s, eak-
ing directly through his word, and to maintain inter-
course with Him in prayer and praise. These exer-
cises if properly appointed, are sufficiently varied to
keep the attention awake and interest the heart. Have
we not, reason, therefore to believe, that when a con.
gregation is listless, it may in a great measure be at-
tributed to the want of a judicious management in their
presiding officer.  Are not his prayers interminable,
or s not s sermon tedious, monotenous, and prosing?
Does he not conduct the worship of the sanctuary
without any just regard to the circumstances of the
people and the infirmities of human nature 7 It would
at least be well Lo ponder these inquires. We are a-
ware of the kind of the apologies which are sometimes
urged in extenuation of injudicious management, and
yet they they have but litle weight in themselvcs,
Thus we have heard a minister pray for half an hour,
‘and offer as an apology that his feelings were so muclh
engaged as to render him insensible to the laj:se of time ;
while at the same tiine the people, whose worship he
was pretending to couduct, were sensible only of wear-
iness under his unimpassioned manner and repetitious
‘style.  'We have heard ministers preach also for an
hour and a half, an extreme case it is true, and apolo-

gise that they had found they could not do their sab-
ject justice in less.time; when to every hearer of
judgment it was apparent, that more careful study
would have enabled them to compress the matter of
their discourse in a sermou which would have requirs
~d but thirty minutes in the delivery. There can be
no greater mistak= in ministers than to suppose, that
In every prayer they must pray for every :hing whieh
forins a suitable topic i sapplication ; ot that in every
sermon. tiey must advance every idea which the sub-
ject migh legannaiciy suggest.  They are minister-
g to otuars, wind (A dr circumstances and fzelings are
o be idhvu o tie uecount.  Waere the Secrijitures
are read ws a part of public worship, obj:ctions of a
sunilar kind arise, from tie slovenly wanuer in which
itisdone. A chapter is not read when the words of
1t are repeated.  The sense and impressiveness of it
may be esseutially marred, by adiaregard to emphasis,
by a dull monotony oftone and hy a hurried and bung-
ling manner. | Every clergyman presumes he can
read a chapter in the Bible to his congragation: with-
out premeditation, but many mistake the'r capacity.
A chapter that is to be read to a congregation, shauld
be previously read aloud in the study; its emphatic
points should be noted, the proper inflexions of voice
should be studied, its spirit should be imbiped, and then

the public rcading of it may be expected, not only to

ariest attention, but to produce the most salutary im-
pression on the auditors. It would be a huppy cir-
cumstance if every minister of the Gospel were fully
sensible of the power and influence of a just elocution.
A portion of Scripture well and ill read is nearly as di-
verse under th- two forms of presenting it, as if it werp
read in a known and unknown tongue. As an illus-
tration, it wa. said of the celebrated Kirwan, that it
was Worth a ride of twenty miles to hear himn repeat
the Lord’s prayer; and we ourselves have heard the
late Dr. Mason read a chapter in the Bible in a man-
ner whih was equal to an exposition, so clearly was
the sense elicted. The same remark will apply tp
the reading of the Psalins and Hymns which are to be
sung. They may oe caricaiured by a whining, sing-
song tone, or they may be made to speak to the heart
like an impassioned addvess. All these things age
worthy of the most car. ful study. A minister may
suppose that his principal business is to prepare a well
digested discourse,—to have all the points properly
weighed.  But he mistakes human nature. His slo-
venly manner may render unavailable all his prelim-
inary study; and the manner in which he conducts
the devotional exercises, may prepare the congregation
to hear his sermon with attention or to treat it with
utter disregard. .In a word, therefore, we
that a minister who would be faithful to the souls of
his people, should not consider any part of the public
worship of God so easy as to be performed without
car.ful study ; there should be previous preparation for
each and every part.

The Directory for worship in the Presbyterian
Church, is in every respect an admirable production,

insist’
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and should be often perused by the ministry. We
believe the following suggestion to be agreable to its
apirit, although our ministerial bretheren mity not sce
fit to adopt it. It is founded on observation, and we
deliberately think it might be pracused with advan-
tage in keeping the attention awake, by avoiding tedi-
ousness, and giving variety 1o the eaercisés.  We in-
dicate the time to each excrciscs, within which, we
think, it ought to be limited, and which, we deem suf-
ficient for its edifying performance, provided due atten-
tion is paid toour previous suggestions respecting suit-
able preparation.  The schedule is as follows, viz:

Invocation, 3 minutes.
Reading a portion of Old Testament

Scriptures, 5 do.
Prayer, 5 de.
8inging, 8 do.
Reading a portion of New Testament

Scriptures, 5 do.
Prayes, 8 do.
“Singing, 5 do.
Sernon, 35 do.
Prayer, 5 do
Singing, 5 do.
Benediction, -

81 minutes.

‘Thus about one hour and a half would be accupied
in public worship, without fatigue to the mind or body ;
a lasger portion of devotional exercises would.be in-
troduced ; us longa time would be allowed to the ser-
mon, as a lively attention can ordinarly be Kept awake ;
and last, though not least, the people would not have
the pretext which too many now urge for not attend-
ing public worship, viz : a fear of having their patience
cxhausted. Such is our suggestion ; we propose it with
diffidence, and yet with a persuasion founded on close
observation, that if stricily followed, it would be bet:
ter adapted to the existing state of .our congregations,
than the present disproportioned and imperfect niode of
conducting public worship. Although ouf hints may
be disregarded, weshall be content if the article of our
correspondent shall convince our ministers of their plain
duty, to give the word of God more promineace in the
services of the Sanétuary.

CORRUPTIONS OF THE HIGHER CLERGY.
# WoE 1o you, Prelates! rioling in ease .
¢ And cumbrous wealth—the shame of your estate;
# You on whose progress dazzling trainsawait
¢ Of pompous horses; whom vain titles please,
4 Who will beserved by others on their ﬁuecs,_
4 Yet will yourselvesto God no service pay;
& Pastors who neither take nor point the way
# To Heaven; foreither Jost in vanities
4 Ye haveno skill to teach, ar if ye know
¢: And speak the word—" Alas! of fearful things
*Tis the most fearful when the People’s cye
Abuse hath elearéd from vain iinaginings ;.
And taught the general voiccto prophesy
Of Justicearmed, and Pride to be laid low.
[Werdsworth.

THE RECTORY AGITATION AND CLERGY RESERVES.

THE RRCTORY AGITATION AND CLERGY RRSPKVES,

This ill-advised measure, the establishment of
fifty-seven rectories of the Churceh of England in
Upper Canada is now workag the mischict tiat
might have been foreseen by uny one endued with
the smullest share of political sagueity. It has crea.
ted an almost universul dissatisfuction; it has gone
far to subvert the confidence of the peoplein there
constitutional rulers, and has opened their eyes to
the necessity of inposing such restraints upon Exe-
cutive power us shall render impossible the perpe-
tration of unother such act of rashness and folly,

All this is no more than might have been expec.
ted. Year after year, at least during the lust de-
cade the general sentiment of this colony has been
uttered inno unequivocal form, that no church in-
vested with exclusive privileges derived {rom the
state, is adapted to the condition of'society among
us; It cannot be doubted that thisis the deliberate
conviction of nine-teuths of the colonists. Except
among, a few ambitious ‘magnates of the Church
of Eugland we never liear a contrary sentiment
breathed. Equel rights on equal conditions is the
general cry.  And although severalassemblymen
of the present House, have chosen to misinterpret
the public voice, andto advocate a different prin-
ciple, we duubt not that on their next appearance
before their constituents, they will be taught that
this is not the agenor this the country,in which the
grand principle of equal rights canbe departed from
with impuuity, ,

‘It has however been départed from by the Exec-
utive Government of Upper Canada. The objection:
able provisions of a statute, have been carried into
éflzct,thut had slumbered 1n abeyance for nearly 40
years, and one sect,and that not the largést amony
several, has been mvested with a right of spntual
domination over every other seet, and 1n addition to
the previous bounty of the state which it had long
exclusively enjoyed, the niost valuable pertions of

‘{the public lands have been granted to it ; and, as

if conscious of the new dignity to which it has
been raised, it has come buldly forth assuming the
title of Tug EsTaBrisukp Cuurcu or Upper Cana-
da,its newly made Rectors “having all rights,profits
and emoluments,as fully and amply,and irthe same
mdnner as the incumbent of a rectory in England,”
and apparently elevated even beyond their wonted’
degree by -this unexpected success, they persist
with no small contempt and insult to other denom-
inations, in demanding as a matter of law, right,
and expediency, that they shall enjoy for cver a
seventh part of the lands of this Province. Such
is the act of the Government, and such are the pre-
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tensions of its high church favorites, Can it be
deemed surprising that public apprehension has
been uwakened 2=that public dignation is a-
roused 7—that constitutivnal resistance 1s resolved
upon ?—aund that all who wish the peace and pros-
petity of' the country declare thewr dehiberate judg-
tnent that tins rash and surreptitious act must be
cancelled==this root of bittertess taust be drawn
out even to its minutest fibres and cast into the sea
of ublivian.

It awakens within us, however, not a little grief
and fear to observe the Executive Power of the
province so unwilling 1o take the grubbing imple-
ments iuto their hands. 'Theyplanted of their own
mere motion the root of bitterness—and intensely
bitter we are persvaded .2y now find it-——but they
.refuse to lift axe or mattock,and leave the wrinkled.
faced complainers to make the best of it they can,
‘It will be scen from an official paper of which we
-give an extract below,® that we must éither endure
thewrong they have chesen to inflict upon us, or
-at our own cost, enter aprocess before the learned
-and talented vice-chancellor of U. C. to try wheth-
er we may succeed in obtaiting the révocation of
patents, once declared to be illegal and invalid,
(though on a stetement made by an intcrested par-
ty they, afterwards reversed that opinion) by the
Law Officers of the Crown—a proceeding with
which his late Majesty’s Government were Zhin-
derstrucl—which Sir Francis Head pronounced
-unfortunate aud unwise=which Sir Geo. Arthur
declares he disapproves of—which a large body in

s 24, In like manner, if it be still your desire to
have a judicial determination upon tie claims the
Church of Scotlund can legally maintain to a partici-
pation in the lands reserved under the 31st Geo. 3cap.
31, or to the funds atising from them, that question up-
on your petition, also can be -submitted to the Seere:
tary of State, with the expression of your wish that it
should be referred to the judicial committee of the
Privy Council.”

The Licutenant Governor hopes from this ready
acquiescence with the implied wish of the Deputa-
tion, that he gives the sincerest proof in s power of
his desire thatevery justice should be done to your
assertedclaim; and il cught atthe same time to satis.
1y you that I{er Majesty’s Government have been sin-
cer{a in their desire toinvestigate the question of your
rights. .

wag, With respect to your apprehension from the
establishment of the Rectoties, that the Chureh of
Lngland will exercise some Ecclesiastical authority,
Iam to repeat to you the Licuienant Governor’s per-
sonal observation that, in Ilis Excellency’s opinion,
no objection whatever can exist to.a legislative decla-
ration, that the establishment and endowment of Ree-
tories in the Province shall not be construed to confer
any right to exercise any Ecclesiastical or spiritual
power whatever, exeept over -the members of the
Church of England, and such a Bill. will be proposed
under the awthority of Her Majcsiy's Government,”—
The Hon. Mr. Aacavley’s letter to the Moderator of
the Synod of Canida. -
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the province have described as “contrary to the
practice of all honoruble government,” But being
done,forsooth,no matter how, it must remain,lest ald
nghts founded on patents granted by the crown
should be unsettled! It requires no ifgenuity tode-
tectsuch a patiful fallaey,and we venture topredict
that the cctestablishing Rectories will betriedina
Ingher court than the court of Chancery,where the
eapense of’ tral will not fall on theaggricied party,
and where many additional “material fucts and
arguments” will be udduced to enforce their revo-
catton.

We cannot but think that Ilis Excellency or kis
Secerctary trifles with the subject, When did the
Ministers of the Presbyterian Church express any
apprehension  that the clergy of the Episcopal
Church would excreise some ecclesiastical autho-
rity over them 7 -Are we so weak in intellect, so
little estabhished in our own principles, so submis-
sive to the pretensious of spiritual tyranny as to be
untabley in o land like this, to repel unscriptural
usurpations? We have lately been taunted by an
episcopal writer (how unjustiy andinaliciously was
well evinced during the late commotions) that
“rebellion is in the very bloud of Preshyterians.”
There is one seuse however in which we will frees
ly admit the charge, and glory in it, as consistent
with our history. as a portion of the christian
Church, and resulting from our principles. We
always endeavoured to repel. usurpations on the
rights of conscience; we have again and again withs
stood superstitious rulers in their attemptsto ims
pose upon us unscriptural ceremonies, and to in-
fringe the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us
free. But ofthese things,in Canada; and in the year
1333, we never deemed ourselves in any sctual dan-
ger. Our complaints were not of what the rectors
would do, but of what the law,as now cairiédinto ef-
fect in the establishment of rectories,gave them-the
Fight to do,and of the position in which it placed us,
Unul these rectors were created there were no
dissenters in Canada. ‘T'his invidious term bad no
meaning here ; but now it has a meaning, and al-
though e should boast in being a dissenter from
the Church of England were we in England, we
are unwilling that the stigma should be affix-
ed to usin a Brtish Colony, where we had not
hitherto borneit. We are unwilling that the law
should invest even nominally the clergy of the
Church of England, wath the -slightest shade of
pre-eminence over any body of mimsters, théir
cquals in learning, in piety, in usefulness, we are
unwilling that the clergy of the Church of England
shall be invested by the state withany corporate
nglts winch are demed to other bodues ent;t]c&l.to
enjoy them, The “legisiatve declaration™ to which
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the Lieut.Governor sces no objection,docs not touch
the grounds of which we complain, and nothing
can touch them but a revocation of the whole eccle
siastical provisions of the 31 Geo, IlI, respecting
the establishment of rectories, and the granting of
endowments to the Church of England on the same
conditions as to any other body of evangelical
Christians, We blame the eatablishment of 57 rec-
tories,as n deed foully doue ; and we have express.
ed dissatisfaction at the disproportionate favors
granted to the Episcopal Church ; but our main ob-
jection lies not so much against the impolitic favo
ritism as against the nature of the tenure by which
their glebe lands ave held and the spifitual superin.
tendency with whichthe law invests the holder,—
Until these be abrogated. the people will have rea-
sons to complain that equal privileges are not en-
joyed by all on equal conditions.

We have on several occasions observed that the
partizana of the Episcopal party have charged the
ministers of the Church of Scotland with grasping
at larger powers and immunities than the self-styled
established Church of U, C. possesed: and they
have rung the changes on words somctimes used
among us—such as “co-ordinate status with the
church of England”—the legal recogiutionof our
church” &c, &e. Itisa pity that these vague, un-
meaning words should have been used among us,
for assuredly we never attached the meaning to
them, which some of our adversaries have affixed to
them, Perhaps we may have heard or read the
outpourings of one or more patrotic dreamers of
the North, but we never understood even suchto
mean, that the presbyterian ninister should range,
arm in arm, over the whole country, with the
episcopal rector, and agree with him to call
the people ours—<no matter to what denomina-
tion they might belong ; nor did we ever dresm
that we could enjoy here the same rights,privileges
and emoluments as the minister of a parish 1n Scot-
land, -Pérhaps some. onein a fervid moment may
have declared that it would be a very good thing to
divide the proceeds of the Clergy Reserves with
the Church of Englaud, because in his view of the
law they belonged only to the two bodies. But
then we have never heard the slightest wish breath
ed amoug us for otlier pre-eminénce than what
was open to all who founded their claims on
piety, Jearning and usefulness, We believe.it to
be the duty of every christian government tu
provide for the maintenance of pure and undefiled
religion among its people, and we have sought to
share in that maintenance, We believe that the law
has conferred uponus special privilegesas connect-
ed with one of the national churches of the empure,
and we have asserted our view of the law ; we have
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declared the desirableness of corporate rights in
order to the good management of the temporalities
«f the Church ; butin this we intended nothing
more thau has been conferred on the proprietors of
an iron mine, or & salt pit. On these matters we
sought nuthing fur ourselves that we werenot will-
ing to concede to others on equal conditions; and
in sofar our principles and aims have been essentiale
ly different from those of the leading partiesinthe
Church of England.

On the question of the disposal of the Clergy
Reserves, now broughtinto general discussion with
the abrogation of the Rectories, no uneacquamt:
ed with the actual state of this Province can hope
for its settlement in any way that will not leave a
large number dissatisfied. We are of opinion how
ever that a decided majority would be disposed to
preserve them for thesupport of religion, were they
to be distributed for the benefit of all on some
equitable principle. But we do not conceal our
apprehension- that there may be found an appa-
rent majority who would consent to their aliena-
tion {rom the original design. Nota few who are
fuvorable tothe support of religion by the state,
would consent to theiralienation because they des-
pair that any measure of equitable distribution can
ever be carried. These would lend theiraid to the
multitude who are indifferent ar even hostile to all
religion. Thie multitude will be farther swelled
by such christian sects as Quakers, Tunkers
&c. who reject the order of the ministry as unne.
cessary. Many more must be added to these, who
deny thatitis the duly of the state to contribute
any thing to the support of religion. Al these
united would constitute at least a large minority ;
and their unity on this point, concentrated by poli-
tical ammosity on other grounds,might prove a se-
rious obstacle in the settlement of the gquestion.
‘['his is the difficulty on one side. But would the
peace and improvement of the country be promoted
should this party succeed ? Would not the disap-
pointment of the other be an évil more formida-
ble? We shall not attempt to shew the uttér inef-
ficacy of the voluntary ptinciple for the support of
religion, especially in a young colony. We shall
wnly say, that it is contrary to British practice to
leave religion to voluntary support,and declare our
conviction that no more effectual step could be a-
dopted to divest Canada of the characteristics of a
British Colony, ‘than to annul that-provision that
chnstian statesmen have made for the support
ot relgion, Every Baush institution is founded
upon the chnstian religion, Its authority 18
held and acknowledged 1n the whole fabric of soei-
ety. Itisasjustly entitled to its réevenues as the
Monarchis to his, To enact. that it shall nothe
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s0, would effectarevolution greater than any that
the empire hus yet passed through. T'o enact that
the British emigrant shall uot enjov one of the
most inportant blessings secured to him iahis na-
tive Jand, would be the most eflectual method to
convince him tbat in this colony British power had
not the sway,and the beunefits of the British Con-
stitution were not énjoyed ; and then

facilis descensis Averni
~the transition to #anew state of political exis
tence” would beeasy, Weare persuaded that much
ofthe religious contention that now ragesin this dis
tracted colony might have béen prevented had the
government exercived a christian and paternal
care in providing for successive troops «f etnigrants,
as they arniverd, the blessings of religivus ordinan
ces as they enjoyed them: in the land of their fa
thers. But thic haa not been done,and as a natu-
ral resulty multizuies have cast offthe restraints ot
religion,hiave bécome unsettled in theirloyalty both
to their beavenly and earthly sovereigu—and await
with the restless desire of change, the evolu.
tion of pew events, It will prove a fatal wistake
ahould our rulers imagine they wlll revive the fa-
ded luyalty of such men by joining intheir crusade
against religion.  Yielding to senseless clamout, a
principle founded onthe word of God, wnd from
time iwmemorial recognized in the practice of Bri
tish leg:slation, they will soon find that they made
themselves accessories to & movement that will
" hurry Cabada into the arms of the presiding De-
mocracy of this new world.

Toavert this result the christian principles of the
British guvernment must be fairly and resolutely
carried out, And wewould not despair of soon
bringing within our. ranks, many who would now
alienate the appropriation made for the support of
religion in Canada from its legitimate object, on the
ground that it is impossible to carry out any equit
able principle of distribution. We think 1t possi-
ble to lay down, and carry into execution a princi-
ple that within twenty years will sécure the hear-
ty concurrence of the great body of the people of
this province. This principle may be breadly ex-
predsed inthe words, Equal privilegesto all on equal
conditions

For the carrying out of this principle,it wculd be
necessary to abrogate the whole of the ecclesias-
tical provisions of 81 Geo. IlI, and to procure a
new legislative enactment, reinvesting the Clergy
Reservesinthe Crown,or in certain Commissioners
appointed by the Crown or the legislature, and ac-
countable to the power appointing thém,the great
principleasserted above being expressly declared
as the basis of distribution,

343

What then are those coxntTions bearing equally
upon all, and essential to secure the ends for
which a christian Legislature makes appropriations
tor the support of religion ? )

1. It will be admitted that the chief end is to se-
cure the instruction of the people in the great prin-
ciples of revecaled religion, and the practice and
rules of moral duty ; for these are essential to the
arder and well being of the community.

2. Tt will be admitted, that notwithstanding mi-
nar diversities, the acknowleged creeds of all the
larye sections of the Protestant family, embody the
fundamentasl principlés of religion and orality as
contamed in the word of God,and that these scctions
as they are found existing in Upper Canada are
Episcopalian, Presbytenan, Methotistg,and Baptists;
and should there be any other,our general principle
must comnprehend them though not named in the
above enumeration. Our principle might also in.
clude tne Roman Catlolics ; but, as they are alrea-
dy provided for in Canada by a epecial enactment,
we do not take them into our estimaten the distri~
bution of, funds set apart fur the support of Protes=
tant Clergy, and - we thus divest, oursélves of one
embarrassing element. So far then, there is no dis-
turbance toour principle of an equality of privilege
on equal condicions.

3.1t will not be denied that if the Legislature:
grant aid for the support of the ministets ofreligion,
it has a right to demand that these shall be guali-
fied for the duties for which they are paid, and that
they shall faithfully discherge the same. These
qualiications may be described as Literary, Nei-
entifié, Theological and Moral, Al enlightened
christians will agree that the higher the attain-
ments of the ministers of religivn are in these seve-
ral departments,the better; and perhaps it would be
possible to fix a ininimum under which no ore shail
beacknowleged asa religious teacher in any chris-
tian denomination.—~The literury qualifications
being made the same for all, might be ascer-
tained by Commissioners for literary examination
appointed in any way that may be deemed most ex-
pediént. -If it were rendered imperative on all can-
didates for the ministry in future to graduate inthe
University of Upper Canade, orin any British
University, an essential service would be done
to the cause of education in the colony. Its halls
would be crowded ; the Legislature would feel
more inclined to grant liberal endowments for pro-
fessorships ; the services -of eminent mea would
be sécured, and the young would be better instruct-
edand better qualified for their professional duties ;
friendships would be formed among the students

that might promote that unity among different de-
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nominations, the want of which is now so great a Jeanse we have a confidence in the power of truth,
hindrance to our progperity.—The th: culwnc‘xl and fiwhen left to its free and unrestrained operation,

nioral gualifieations of the candidate for the winis-
try; should be left to be determined according to
tite ceclesiastical liscipline of his own denomina-
tion.  But as the at. innent necessary for cvery
Chliristian minister requires a sufiicient period of
study, it might be competent for the Legislature
10 eaact, that no candidate for the ministry shall
be entitled to public support, unless he shull pro
duce to the Comissioners of Religious Instruc-
tion, a certificate that he has completed a conrse
of 'hieological study extending over three years,
under such competent professors as may have
been appointed by the denomination to which he
belongs,

4. It will be further adnnuc! that, in order to
secure against the needless multiplicationof minis-
ters by any body, it should be required asa neces-
sary condition to any one obtaining aid.from the
public fund, that he have a congregation not fewer
than sowe number that may be. fised upon ; and
to sccurc-as far as possible against unnccessary
and capricious divisions, it shouid be enacted, that
where there isalready cstablished a2 minister, of
any denomination, sio uid- slall be granted to ano-
ther niinister in the same place, unless it can be
shewn that the adherents of the body are too nu-
‘merous to be comprehended under his pastoral su-
perintendence.  The cconomical appropriation of
.the public funds requires these conditions.

Thesc are rcasonable sccurities which the Le-
_gislature is eatitled to demand of ali, and they are
consistent with the principle that equal privileges
.Jbe conferred on all on cqual conditions,

- We confess oursclves to be among the number
of those who lock forwatrdto 2 period when truth
and vaity shall prevail in the Christian Chureh,
-and when the numerous unscemly divisions that
.now cxist in it shall be healed. For this rcason
we are inclined to appose cvery legislativeact that
might have 2 tendency to perpetuate scctavian di-
visions ; we do not wish to sce any perpetual en-

- dowmcnt given 10-any scct—as a scct ;- we are
averée to the parcclling out of the pubhc Jands a-

neng certain donominations on leases of 999 years ;
‘we are disinclined to crect such durable harriers ;
weare favorable to the principle of putting ali who
‘hold the grand fundamental ductrines of revealed
religion on a footing of cquality; not Lecause we
think truth and ¢sror, even in Jesser matlers, arc

entitled to an cqual cucouragement, but because

we believe that truth will more. readily permeate
the reioxs of esvor, when theresenimeant ol'its vie-
tinis cozses Lo be fed by civil disabiliies j—and be-

tiat it shall drive crror from its last citadel the
pride and perversity of the human soul.  We
reckon secturianisin an evil—a very serious evil—
nits efiecte beth an chiurch and state. Bxisting
as it does in Canada, it is onc of the most perplex-
ing dufiicultics with which the statesman has to
contend, in his plans for diffusing religionand cdu-
cation among the people.  T'o say nothing of the
impossibility of satisfying rival claimants, even
though he had unlimited funds at his disposal—
this difficulty must be more severely felt when Ivs
funds are scarcely adequate to the support of reli-
gion on the supposition that there were an entire
unity of religivus sentiment, and that every clergy-
wan pesformed the maximam of clerical duty.—
Thus let it be supposed that he had funds to pro-
videa clergyman of the Church of England, for 100
townships, each coutaining a population of 400
souls, with an cndowinent of £100 ; this endowment
to be increased by auequal sum from the people
might be decined barely sufficient.  But Jetthis sum
be quarteredamong an Episcopalian, a Preshytenan,
a Methodistand a Baptistteacher, and let the allow-
ancefrom the people bealso quartered,it is plain that
not one of the Townships will be able to maintain
a resident minister, and the probability is that the
religivus interests of the commuuity will be ne-
glected. While on the supposition that £200 conld
be raised for each, then this rchgious division
creates a demand of £600 per annum, bevond
what would suifice for the spiritual superintend.
ance of a united community, We give this only
as an illustration of the cvils of division. Happily
1t is so mitigated in point of fact by the prevalence
of particular denominations in particular Jocalities,
that tie maintenance of a resident minister might
not be rendered impracticable. Nevertlless sa
much cvil must result from the divisions that exist
amotg us, as Lo lcad both the Christian and the
Statesan to employ cvery Jegitiniate mcans to
counteract them; nor can we doubt that these
would ultimately be crowned with success, were
they mildly; liberally and perseveringly pursucd.
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FRATRES IN DUMINO PLURINUM COLEND!,

Sanctorum Apostolorum temporibus, Christi mos
erat ecclesiis, per  daversas orbis terrarum regioncs, se
invicem solari, reficere, instruere salutatione ¢t cohor-
tationc mutua, necron consilia inter se amica ot frater-
na, de communi Domini ac Redanptoris sui causa,
‘communicando. Neque vero recentiore obsolevit usus
iste memoria m'\’(lmcquc post temipestatem illam niee
morabilem ct insignem, qua Dei culius et unmversae vel
gionis instituta adco fauste feliciierque sunt emendata
et restaurata, plurimum contaht ad nectendos inter st
fide: castee charitutisque sunctic vinchs, qut ubique w
hoc erant ¢ mundo cvocati, ut comira swvissimam
tyrannidem crroramque turpissimum G stialusivn i
pavidum proferrent.  In memoriam vevosamus eam
quie fuit olim inter patres vesivos nosirosgue amicam
consuctudinem, qUUIM Pencs Nos 5ot Animur tantu-
modo bene gratum prasiare ob bencdicia sion solum
nmagna verua ¢t opportunissinia, in nos o patria Ee.
clesiaque vestra, periculosissimis quoque temporibus.
collata, Auxilium illud quod navastis strenuum, ad
expedienduin, nostris Insce testis; suceptun reformandie
religionis opus, solennibus haud semed pactum et
sancitum federsbus, subvenicnda necessitatitus nostris,
animosque incrtes vivficando ; studsusa vestrum,  cons
stantia quoque ¢t fides illa, quibus sancugsiman ass:
ruistis veruatem Jesu, omnesque conunonisis o
nes, ut a sccler'\us coTuin precaverci: dolis, qui i.a-

b d cjus 4 3 benignitas
xllaeomllasquc vesirs, qua maiios l)u nosiri servos
hospitio excepistis, qui o Vi sievitinque suarum, perla-
gium apud vos experti sunt in arce libertaiis ac vehu
in templo pacis; biree aliaque multa vestre in uos he-

‘nevolentix prcterito tempore signa, magnopere ad so-
cictatem veterem venovandam mutuogue  fismandam
hortantur, Nec desunt ctiiam ntine, guenandinoduns 3¢
res inter nos habent, argumenta, cer vestram amicitima
colere velimus. Ecclesire nostre Sevticze wnigsi,
quorum et sedes inter vos sunt, -et ager illc w quem
laborem assiduum :mpcndur!, Sogietatis jam muze sunt
vincula cnmuncuss wie 3 quoniam fleri non potest quie
utrigue pari cupinnus ardose, W, inanilus, sunt vobis
adjutores in vegno Dei, e salute animis Heminum
acterna adferenda.  Quod vero =t colonias illas ex-
teras ¢t longinquas :mmu, quarmi in wonuutls, Des
consilio ct providentianobis centigit ut in labores vestrag
mlron\'.nmus, illarum quoque plunzn\xm iutesesse cene

semus, ut felix sit inter nos amicitia ot concandis,
samma bonarum rerum voluntas, sunimadenigue fidu-
ciz.  Quibus argumentis permoti, simul eX co qan, wt
par est, accendimur, studio in universam corporis
Christi socictatem, hauc vobis Epistolam seribicre zuss
sumus, qua fit tandem  consilia inviean nmiea, pin,
featerna, icandi iniziuin  intimoque igiur, ja
X corde oranug, gratia sit vobis, wiscricondin, ot pax,
Q2
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a Deoillo summo Patre, ¢t a Domino nostro Jesu
Christo.

Libertissime dextram vobis societatis porrigimus,
veiut ecclesie symbolis amplectenti suis, sani senmonis
formum re, quod spectat doctrinam, disciplinam, cul-
nun, adnumstrationemque  politiz ecclesiastice, cum
nustra apsorum  congrucntem.  Omnino necesse esse
ceaseuus, si modo rebus consiliisque nostris a summo
Eecdusiee prinape adspirari velimus, ut testatam facia-
taus coram omnibus pricclaram proﬁ.ssionem caste ct
ntegre in veritute saera pcrstcums sicut in Jesu cst;
in ommbus, quie in verbo ejus ueutiquane fallact ad ac-
tiouemy onukan vite regendam tradantur sanctissime
aancamus.  Negque tamen minus cst nobis persuasam,
parem quidem prr 32 profuturam integritatem fidei,
Guamvis contessionibus publicisaccuratissime expressae,
uisi pastores nostri doctaresque singuli, et literam et
sparitun cjus haunan:, divinoyue cjus ductu et vivant
seaiper et agant. Evangehi doctrinam--summam Deo-
num ac Satvatonss nostr Jesu Chrusti Deitatem ; quem
ab acterno-Det filin fuisse carne tandem  patefactum -
GINANA ; DAluram cjus a primo statinl natu peersus
}a.uact sineinalimaculs levissima ; obedientiam per-
feciam, et completam ab co legem peccantium loco,
wureem - jus pro wundi peceatis placamentum ; minis-
dnum cjus of interprilvionen in calis summi pro no-
Lis sacerdotis munese fungentis; adventum ejus sscundo
tnsizai cum gloria 2d judichun in mundum habendum; H
gratiom Dl Patris ommine liberam, arbitrio suo
seterng ad vitan sempitersag clegentis qui salvi
fisut, hos quando ¢ quemsinedum sihi visum fuerit
vocamtis, jusiificanus, glonficantis; Spiritus Saceti
Testze in Sacro Sancta Tnnitzie Personz opus,
clectos o Patre de precaty justiin ot judicio arguentis,
onveents, renalactis, sancios  faciendis; labem
precati amnshus post Admai lapsuin congesitam,
ac meram Latra PrRwiment humanx; inge_mem in
canspeetu Dei wirpitudinem precati; acceftos fieri Deo
Justissino peecatores nullis swis operibus, sola ipsius
tibeea immicritaque mansuctedine, ob jusiitiam Chrinti
s imputatam et fide sola receptam; necesse esse
iterant gigni unweGuemque ; et ut incumbant nmnes
sanctitati secundum sanctitaiem Ipsius, 2 Deo postu-
inrsz—doctrinam kancadoo pricclaram plenamque gras
e, baudqurgquam satis hahomus ceclesiom quamvis
symbalis suis projiosuisse €2 in publicum protulisse,
quod volumng sunper ac pelimus hoc cst, ut cam pm
$2 mansironan Tuisque toto corde :mmoque acei-
pint, foveat, ampleciatur, adeo wt quod prius npx cre-
didenit, xdco aliis deinde luqq\xug. Tlacc nosira et
arniio ad soliuin Deiperpetua, super vos, nos meupsoo,
omnes denicue ceclesing, ut omne fermentum  expur-
geur animi a vera fide aversi, quidquid crcum et
wndan illwsincur, quidyaid vel niontuum vel moq-
Lundum, ad vitam vevocctur, atque pnm « incoc-
mpia Fidei Reformatc intrgritas magis magisque
vhique vaicat,
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Sanctissim: oficii religione censemus ohu'mglua-
gistratus onnes, guum sint Ded winisti -in honum, Wt
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in pnibus suis actibus et consultis respiciant ct ag-
noscant Dominum Jesum Christwm por qurin veges
regoant ¢t legum conditores justa decernunt, denitgus
operam consiliumgu« ut externa salutis nirdia, toto sub
imperia et auctoritate sua, populo suppeiant  Ecclesiam
vero Christi debere arbitramur, salvo semper suo pro-
Pprio jure suaque libertate, qu: que opeat zratiumve
fautricem obtulerit ei civitus, accipere ; novaczgue, has
facultates religiosissime in bonum civium conferre, cum
pmens, tum praesentim asterninm. Dum autem obnixe
‘hanc in modum semper nsserere conamur, deberi Chirisio
ab omnibus civitatibus fidem et obedientiam, opportere
etiany corpus ununguodque politicum huud secus ac
singulos homines, stare a partibus cjus, et causam
‘nomenque hionore Prosequi  cONtTa, tanien, PErsuasuin
‘habieinus, eadem nobis anctoritute praccipi ot injun-'i ut
unp"num omue ﬁl’l‘(\'.\l\ln\ sive n pmcst.uc civili sive
&b ecclesinstica, in cons: jentias hominum, constanter ¢t
pel"u-tuo improbemus ac repuliemus. Siquandocivit. s
nlxquu parlcm aliquam verae Cliristi Exlosie suum in
patrocinium acceperit, secum consaciaverit, Optbus
tuxnlmque adjuverit, hibertatem quidem illoram qui i
ea dissideant st hoe pacto imminui aut o periculum
adduci, adea non putamus, uttalan contra sottatem
si modo justo fundamine nitatur hujus libertats pul
c!wrnmum e49¢ Munimentuin censeamus, peredn cunn
optunv jura conscientiz salva omnibus priestary, con-
cessa omnibus licentia, securitate puri, sub e ficuque
sua 3uo cuigue more, Devmcolendi. Ignur sanciussime
adversamur, et ex Anino repugnamus,~—sirt et Satees
nostri, maximo sibi vite discrimine sepissime sant ad-
‘versati—-vexationi et inscctationt cujusque gencnssei
gioniz causa—omnibus sive conatibus sive consilus qua
eh spectant, ut vim aut penas aut sapplicia homimbus
‘ob fidem inferant, aut alio quovis mode sententizs de
veritate Dei coerceant aut constringaut. Negque pro-
facto levem nobis dolorem adferret, st forte credere ci-
gtteuwr, ullam hisce nostris dicbus ecclesiam Christi—
prasertim quie quondam ipsa luctata csset aapigre ct
certastet contra sevitiam illorum qui jugo servitutis
imquee Det urere Ecclesiam voluere, qugue gr-amio
‘fovisset multos, suis quosque terne exules, in quos ne
quitia tyrannidis rabiem intendisset—w11 judicio com.
probasse 3uo, vel enam taciie passam fuisss, presu
gravilus et acerbis molesuis ullos qui agnum seque.
rentur Dei, aut in ullos seviri, qui colerent Yerum uni-
cum Deum, pradicarenique evangelium Dowini, qui
sola est peccatorum spes ac salus.

Profitemur vobis, fratres charissimi, maltam deesse
nobis ut notitiem habeamus certam aut exploriam de
mlm quiz jam nunc a;ud vos agantur; quam tamer
nobis suppetcre vehenenter capimus, quo majore ani i
#tudio, et alure solicitudine, res vesiras, cardibus in
sculjnas, ad gratie solivm adferanus.  Nuliam san.
potestatem de Tebis vesteis judicinar forends, nalin
hoblqu! adrogamus.  Animd tantinmaedo, er . vos
fido |uoqnc.scmcnu-‘ls illas Guic nostra mente maneh.

ponitus tqms vobis proferre voluimus, qm swnus ipsi
qeoyee socia whlcma Dei illius vivenls ecclesia.
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Cujus nunc gratie vos ¢x anino commendamus ; sunyl
WiLLUS Ut Per omnia qu juul vos prawnant diserimna
o angustias, ope sulius sapientis Dei ad consilia per.
lucammi, quibus ipse fuustum exitum concedat, adeg
ut per en concelebretur sui nominis gloria, stabiliatur
e inn securitas, libertas, unitas pura denique felicias
«cel sie iilius quam Filius Unigenitus suo sanguune
redemit,

Vestre Dignitati et Fraternitatl addictissimi
Pastores et Scriores Nationalis Synodi Scoticane,
Nostro omnium nomine ac smandato,
W. Muir, Moderator.

{TRANSLATION.]
VERY REVEREND AND DEAR BRETHREN IN THE LORD,

In the times of the holv Apostles, the churches of
Christ, in different countries of the world, were accus-
tomed to comfort refresh, and edify one another, as
wetl by mutnal zreetings and exhonations, asby friend.
Iy and bro:herly counsel and co munion, on matters
affecting the common cause of their Lord and Saviour.
Nor in later days has that practice gone out of use,
And especially =fierthe memorable and and glorious
212 in which the worship of God and the inSitutions
of our common religion were <o auspiciously and hap-
pily reformed and restored, it tended mueh 16 knit

tozether, in the bonds of a pure faith and hcly -Jove,
those every wheré who were called out of the world
to bear fearless testimony against most cruel tyranny
and foul error. ' We call to memory the friendly in-
tercourse which was of old between your fathers
and ours, when it was our part to render a return of
gratitude on account of benefits both important and
most seasonable, couferred upon us by your country
and your Church, in very tronblous times, The vig-
arousid which you gave towards carrying forward
the work of reformation in these lands, to which we
were once and agsin pledzed by solemn covenaut, by
supplying our temporal need aud ministering to the
revival of our souls; yourzeal, constancy, and faith-
fulness it asserting thesacred truth of Jesus, and war-
ningall ncntobeware of the impious devices of those
who shamelessly belied his name; your kind and hos-
pitatle entertainment of many of the servants of our
God, who found a retuge from oppression and cruelty
at hiouie,in yourasylum of freedom and of peace; these
and many othersuch tokens of your good disposition
iowards us in times past, greatcly urge us to the re-
newal and confirmation of our old and close alliance
ot mutual brotherhood.  Nor are there wanting rea-
4923 nuw, in our present relations with one anaher,
such as should make us desirous of cullivating your
icllowship., ‘The minisiers of -our Scottish Chureh,
whose scats and the ficlds of whase assiduous labour
IT¢ 2MONZ you, constitute 2 bond of fricndship of the
@ust imimate Kiad, inasmuch as ourdesire and yours
also egually must b, that in all things they may be
felow-workers with yon, in advancing the cause of
the kingdom of God. and the etcrnal salvation of the
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‘souls of men. And in reference to those foreign and
distant colonics, where, 1 many instances, we have
been called, in the purpose and providence of God, to
enter into your labours,® we deem it of the uttnost con-
.sequence that there should exist between us a goud
understanding and happy agreemeni, the fullest sym-
pathy inall good things, sentiments, u fiae, of the ful-
lest mutual confidence. Movedby such considerations,
as well as by a just and strong regard forthe universal
communion of the budy of Christ, we have resolved
to address to you thisieiter, {or the purpose of open-
-ing up a friendly, pious, and bi otherly communication
between us; and our hearts desire and prayer is, that
grace, mercy, and peace, fiom God ibe Father, and
from our Lord Jesus Christ, may be with you.

‘We most zladly extend to you the right hand of fel-
Jowsbip as to a Charch huldng in 1s siandaids a fonm
of suund words, adimrably agreeing wal our own, it
respeci of docirine, disaaplie, worsing, and govern.
ment. We hold it 10 brindispensibly nccessay, ttue
would secure the favar aid blessing ot sne Great Hoae |
of the Cuurch on our measures and our councs, tha
we winess a goud confessiun beture afl nangaihiat we
maintain pure and uncomprounsed the truth as i s
Jesus; that we conunue sicadtastly and ey m all
things that are lad déwn 10 s 1atallible woid, tor
the regulation of all vuraffurs inlite.  Arilesame
time, we arc ot less thuroughly per.uaded, that the
soundness of our fauh, however accurately set tonh
inour public confessions, will i iself be of luile avail,
unless all our pastors and teachers mdividually adopt
both its letter and its s sping, and live and act always
under its divine influetice.  The doctrine of the Gos-
pel—the supreme diviniy of our Lurd and Savieur
Jesus Christ—his existence {rom all etemivy as the
Son of God—his manifestation and advent i the flesh
~=the pure, sinless, and immaculate holiness of his
human nature, in and {tom his very birth=his perfect
obedience and fulfilment of the law in the room of
sinners—his dcanh; as a propitiaticn lor the sins of
the world—his minisiry and inicreession, asour High
Priest in the Heavens—and his secoud: coming -in
great glory 1o judge the world j-=the grace of Gud the
Father, alingether free and sovereiy n—clcumg, inhis
meregood pleasure, fiom all eternity, unto everlasiing
life, such asshall be saved—and accordingto his good
pleasure also, whrn and how it scemeth gocd nuto him,
callmgxhem,;usul}m" them, g!onr)m" themy ;—the
work ofthe Holy Ghuost, the t!urc. person in the ever-
blessed Trinity—convircing those clected by the Fa-
ther, of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement—con-
verting, rcncwmg. sanciity g them;—the original
guilt and catite depravity ol man's nature since the
fall of Adam ;—the cxcecling sintuluess of sinin the
sight of God ;~tie way of sinners finding accepiance
with the most rightcous God, noi by any works oftheir
own, hut solel, by His Irce gratuitous merey, throagh
the rightcousuess of Chisist, smpuied 10 them and re-
ceived by (aith alonc ;—the necessuty of Tegeneration,

*The Drtch Entabishment in.the Colony
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and the obligation upon all to follow holiness, even
as Gud s holy.  T'as glonous and gracious doctrine
we hold it by no means enough tha, any Church has
recuginzed and professed 10 ns public stendards : what
we ever demre and seek is, that every oneof its min-
itess, idividually shall recesve it tor humself, with
bt whole heart and mind, cherish and embrace it as
vite who believes, and therefore speaks.  Ourconstaft
prayer, therefore, atthe throne of God, for you, for
ounselves, forall the churches, is that every leaven
of mfidelity and unsoundness may be purged away;
ihat whaisoever is dark may be enlightened, and what-
svever is dead or dying may be revived ; and that
ihe ancient 2nd unsullied purity of the Reformeéd faith
may more aud morceverywhere prevail.

1We maintain it tobea most sacred dmy of all rulers
as mikisers of Gud for good, to respect and recog-
1a4z¢, ty all aticir wes and councils, the Lord Jesus
Catiny by whon Giigs retgn aund princees decree jus-

Ve and 10 meae 1ot sion tor supplyiag the exer-
il sicabis ot grace w wlline .eo;xle utder their rule
and swdocny.  Atd we consider thiat the Church of
Curst is bound, witkow seeritice of its own mdepcn-
uem 1igh s sud Libenies, o aceeps of whatever covn-
wuanee and support the Siate may give; and'to em-
pluy ot cumscientivtsly ihe imcreased ficilities thus
altvsded, tor the temporad and eternsl benefit of the
commupity.  But wlale we thus cadeavour. always
sirenuously o tevify that allegiance and cbedience
are-due tu Chiisy, on the part of all states, aud that
every body politic,as well as every individual man,
is bound to be on his side, to honour his nume and
advance his cause; on thie other hand, we feel per-
suaded that we ore commanded and requued by the
sine autioriiy, to protest with all constancy and per-
severauee, and fo cuntend. against any usurpation,
whether by aivil or by ceclesiestical power, of autho-
fity over the conscitnees of men. When any state
¢l receives into unjon with tself any branch of the true
Chnrel of Christ, and bestows upon it protection’ aud
assistanee, v.¢ aze so fag from regarding (hat compact
as kikely to diminish ar end..ngcr the hbenyorlhose
who difler from it, that we consider such an alliance,
if i. be based ou righe principles, 10 be the very best
sceurisy of that liberty ; inasmuch as by it, the rights
of cunsticnce are most surely and eflucivally presers
vedto all, when toall the equal privilege is left of
worshipping God afier their own fashion, each under
his own vine and his own fig-tree. We ptolest,
therefore, most solemnly, as our fathers often at the
uimost hazard of their lives protested, againgt intole-
rance and persecution of every kind on account of re-
ligion—against all proceedings and plans, whose ob-
jeet is to irapose restrainty, or pains, or penalties, on
men, for coascience sake. or in-any other, way, to
coeree or constrain theit sentiments concerning. the
quth ofGed. Aud deepindeed would be out regret,
wwe were compelled to belicve that apy- Cbutrh.ot
Cliriat, in these our days, «pccxally one wh:ch once.
itself contended nobly againstihe cruelty of tbose who

sought 10 vex the- Church of God, by the yoke'of ‘an
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-unjust servitude, and which sheltercd in its bosom
many, exiles from their own lands, vietims of that
unrelenting tyranny, had enher sanctioned or salenly
suffered the adoption of oppressive and vexatious
measures against any of the tollowers of the Lamb ot
God, or any severiiies exercised against any why
worship the one true God, and precch ihe gospel of
our Lord, the only hope sud Saviour of sinnas.

We profess oursclves, dear bicthren, to be very
destitute of certain and exact information regarding
many things that are going on among you  Such in-

_formation we greally desire to have supplied, that we
may with greater carnestness and solscunde bear your
state upon our hearts at the throne of grace, \Weas-

“sume no prerogative, no right ol pronvuncing judg-
ment on your affairs. But we desire fauhfully and
affectionately to set befure you those sentiznemis which
as an allied Church of the living God we have deep-
ly fixed in our wminds. To Hisgrace weheaniiy com-
mend you, supplicating in your behalf, that in ol the
dangers and difficuliies which may press upon you,
you may be guided hy the help of the only wise Gud,
to suchmeasuresas He himsc){ may crown wih an es-
ublnshmem of the sccurity, the liberty, the unity, the
pumy_m fine,the peace and felicity of that Chureh
which his only begotten Son &as redeemed with: Ins
owa blood.

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGEXCE,
PRESBYTHRY OF TORONTO.

The Congregation of 1he-Eust of Caledon is
composed in part of Highlanders, and swce Mr.
McMillin's ordination in 1331, part of the gervices
have been petfornied in Gachic. At first that por:
tion of service was small compared with the other,
as it was looked uponas sometling extra; rather as
a boon, for tise sake of a very few uged imndwiduals,
_mot more, I believe, than about half a dozen, who

understand littleor no English at all. At that
period it was considcred by the Highlanders them
selves that insisting much on this pomt would be
) _injurious to the general intecests of ke corgrega
“tion.  Their demands, however, gradually increns-
ed from time to time, and were with the utines:
_kindness acceded to by the others, uniil at last
Zthey obtained the one half of all the services in
Gaelic. Not content with this, they niext demand-
-ed that the Gaelic services ehould have the prece.
‘dence of the other, at lcast half of the time, ane
"when they applied to the Session to have the
charge efiected, it was at once carnedy the whuis
of the Elders being Higiauders, and all vaiing
itegceptone  He, atthough a tiglhlander lmm,(...
fomaw the evils that would follow such a mea-
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sure, and fecling that he could not in conscience
agree to sacritice the general interests of the con.
gregativn to gratity a spirit of rivalry amoug his
kinsmen, dissented from the decisien of the Ses.
sion, and commplaned to the Presbytery.  His com-
plant and e reasons of his dissent, together with
pettions from the several parties in the congrega.
iion came beture the Presbytery at a meeting held
in Ezquesing on the 9th of January last, when after
w full and patient hearntng given to the several par.
ties and a most thorough mvestigation of the sta.
tistics of the congregation, the Presbytery, for va.
rious reasons, reversed the decision of the Session
and declarcd 1t to be inexpedient to alter the order
of the services hitherto followed—recommended
Mr, Mciilian to cormmence the services at an ear-
lier hour, that none might have any occasion to
complain of being detained Jate—and also recom:
mended the congregation to study the spiritual
mterests of the community around them, and to
mamntam peace among themselves,

At the meeting of Presbytery held in the City
of ‘Puronto on the 2nd and 3rd of October, ¢ Mr.
MeMitlan represented to the Presbytery that the
Gaclic portion of the congregation in East Caledon
had not tallen in with the decision of the Presby-
tery at a former meeting ; that in consequence
such & breach had been created in the congrega-
tion as was injurious to its prosperity ; and craved
that the Presbytery would hold a visitation there
at an eariy day.” The necessity of this wasurged
upon the ground that at the very time when cir-
cumstunces required that the discipline of the
Church shouid be adininistered firmly, it was weak-
ened by the dissatisfaction shown by the: Elders
themselves, The Presbytery agreed to grant Mr.
McMitlan's request and appointed a.visitation to
be held in the East of Caledon on Wednesday the
17th of October.

Accarding to appointment the Presbytery met
m Caledon on the 17th, and was opened with ser-
mon 1 Enghsh by Mr, Rintoul, from Matt. 13, 7.
«Woe unto the world becausc of offences”~—and
i Guelic by Mr. Ferguson from John 4.9, «In
s was mamfested the love of God toward us,
tecause that God sent his only begotten Son.nto
the world, thzt we might live through him,”—
When the Presbytery proceeded to the business
of the visiiation, Mr. McMillan and his elders were
iemoved, and the minutes of former mectings con-
uected with this matter wete vead, The Blders
were then calded and interrogated as to how far
e former decision of the Presbytery had been
complied withy whes, iu reply, two papers were
handed in.which had been. formerly sent to Mr.
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McMillan—the first, under date of 15th January,
declaring on behalf of a portion of the Guelic mew-
bers of the congregatiun that unl ss their demands
were comphied with to the fullest extent, by the
first of July, they would sepiarate themsclves fron
the Church—the other, of date 14th July, signed
by 12 of these persons, mciuding vne of the Elders,
declaning that the set titue hind now come, and that
they would continve no longer. It was also stat-
ed to the Presbytery that the most of these per-
sons had absciited themselves from rehgious ordi-
nances, ‘Lhe Presbytery gave a fuil and patient
hearing to all of these whko were present, as well
as to several, inctuding sume of tue Wighlanders,
who were oppused to any chauge in the orders of
the services,  Parties having veen rewoved, the
Presbytery proceeded to deliberate on what -they
had heard, and unanunously agreeu to the follow-
ing deliverance :

4 Inasmuch as it appears to the Preshytery that
allowing the Guclic services tu have the prece-
dence would be injurous to the increase of the
Church from the surrounding population, and in!
many ways tend to circumscnbe and lessen Mr.
McMillan's usefuluess j—that the Gaelic portion
of the cangrégation, with the exception of a very
few aged individuala, sume of whom are sot desi-
rous of a change,all understand the English preach-
ing and can profit by it while waiting for the Gae-
lic service, while not one of the English portion of
the congregation understand any Gaelic, and con-
-gequently could not be profited while waiting for
the English service ;—and that from the extensive
use of the English language made by the whole
of the rising géheration thereis no prospect of any
other being permanent in the congregation j—and
considering also that no good or sufticient reason
to warrant a change liad been brought forward by
those who wish it,=and also that the present ar-
raugement has been followed since the organiza-
tion of the congregation, and is dejended on by
the surrounding population,—the Presbytery un-
animously agree to adhere to their former decision
that the English sermon shall be preached first,
accarding to the arrangement heretofore followed :
—And in respect to the parties who have subscrib.
ed the Paper referred to, the Preshytery find that
they have virtually separated themselves from the
Church,~and the Presbytery instract the Session
to-deal faithfully and atfectionately with them to
prevail on them to withdraw their signatures from
it, and return to their duty,—and they further in-
struct the Session to use diligence to oblmu an
addition to the Eldership from those memhers of
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and to report to the next ordinary meeting of Pres-
bytery.”

Suitable exhortations were then addressed by
the Moderator to the several parties.

"T'he dehverance contains the principal grounds
ot winch the Presbytery went, in giving their de-
cison ; but there were many others which had
their werght on the nunds of the Presbytery.

Upon sowe of the usual. visitation questions be-
ing put, all classes in the congregation bore the
fullest testimony to the purity of Mr, McMillan's
lite and doctrine as well as to his faithfulness and
d.ligence 1 all respec’ . ‘This testimony was the
twre to be valued Jhat ulthough several in the
cengregation appeared to be irntated by his obey-
g the former deciston of the Presbytery, and re-
fusmg to make any alteration in the order of the
services, yet even these persons were eager and
prompt in giving the abovetestimony,

It was pleasing to see such a large and re-
spectuble congregation displaying throughout the
day the most marked attention both to the preach-
ed word, and the procecdings of the Presbytery ;
and it is to be hoped that tius wisit will do good.
By being on the spot the Presbytery had the am-
plest opportunity of enquiring fully into the matter
m wiuch they were called to decide ; and the con-=
gregation at the same time lhad an opportunity of
hearing and profiting by the opinons of the seve-
ral members of Presbytery. Some of the rémarks
made m the Presbytery cannot but kave @ benék-
cial effect on the nunds of those who heard them,

Mr, Ferguson, after giving it as his opinion that
a change would be mjurious to the prosperity of
the Church, spoke most teelmngly and faithfully of
the crimnality of professed Christians absenting
tisemselves from the public ordinances of religion,
when these were within their reach, and, as they
themselves had testified, purely aud faithfully ad-
mnistered=—of the hittle reason they had to éxpect
the Divine Blessing to rest upon them, when they
presumptuously substituted the private for the pub-
he means of grace, in the spirit of strife and con-
tention—=and of tlic sinfulaess and injurious effects
of the example they were sctling before their
children, witose unortal souls were committed to
tireir charge ; what could they expect but that
their children would become despisers of God's
ordinances, and absent themsclves from them,
when they were taught by their parents both by
precept and exampie to do 50, for the most tritling
reason.

Az, Bell's remarks were principally to the effect
tiat the churches under our care were but in their

the Church who have the English language only—

mnfancy, and ag their onward progress and future
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condition would depend in no .small degree on
what we now did it was our duty, as wise mastes
builders, to tuke such steps as would lead to their
being extensive and flourts.amg when we were ga-
thered to vur fathiers :—And 1 the prospect that
the Gaelic language, which was ulready fuiling
into disuse awmong the yyuug people i tus neygh-
bourhood, would be extinct i the congregation be-
fore unother generation passed away, he could not
cousent to narrow down the foundations of this
infant Church to the few who preferred the Gaelic
longuage. He could see no hardship whatever in
the Guulic people hearing the English scrmon first,
whea they understood it ;—they had, in this case,
a double benefit, which the others bad not,  From
what had been elicited by that day’s investigation
he was more conviuced than ever of the utter
groundlessuess of the clamour that had been.rais

‘ed ;~-but be hoped thut heuceforward every thing
lik’de strife would be dropped, and that all classes
in the cungregation would go forward hand in haud
in promoting the peace, prosperity and enlarge-

meut of the Church,

Mr, Donald McKennon, an élder from Esques-
ing, amony other things he said, made one remark
which bore very much ou the point, and gave ju
few words a correct idea of the whole business—
that we ought not to stop up any road by which
others might come in amongt us, but rather open
every road and afford every encouragenent in our
power.

The Moderator, Mr. Riatoul, in addressmg the
several parties, at the desire of the Presbytery, re-
minded those who h:d been contending so fiercely
for the preeminence of what our Lord says in the
chaptér from which the text was taken, that who-
soever shall humble himself as a hittle child, the
same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Ileas-
sured them thatno one wished to deprive them ofthe

Gaelic sérvices ; on the contrary, if their minister

had not had tl\e Gaelic language, he was sure the
Presbytery would have énjoined him to learn it,

that he might beé able to minister to them in their.
native tongue, asanother minister in the Province |

was at present doing,  All the Presbytery wished,
was, that the Gaelic should not kave such a promi-

nenéy in the sérvices as to discourage the sur-
rounding population from availing themselvés of
Mr. McMillan’s ministrations. They were putting
stumbling blocks and offetices in the way of their
fellow-Christians and of the world around them,
by insisting upon what they called their equal
rights with others, when the circumstances in the
two cases were by no meaus equal—for they were
but & minority compared with the others ;—they

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE.

inderatood both languages, while the others had
only one j—and after all the language for which
they contended was by no means so important as
the Lnghsh, which had such immense literary and
theolugical treasures cmbodied in ity and was now
30 extensively used mnall quariers of the globe, and
was hikely to become one of the moat important
chunnels for the ready and extensive diffusion of
the gospel.  And though it were their right to
huve the Gaelic service first, was insisting upon
tights the only languuge to be heard from thé lips
of Christans?  Was there nothing to be heard of
kindness and Cinstian charity towards winning
the surrounding population, who, if they came to
the church at all, would naturally come at the
usual hour of assembling i the forenvon, and
could not be expected to continue their attendance
it previous to the commencement of the Euglish
service, they had to lListen to une they did notun.
derstand.  He inculcated at some length upon all
parties the duty of cultivating more of a spint of
brotherly loves

In intimating to the Session the deliverance of
the Presbytery and giving them theinjunction con-
tained in it to use ther diligence to obtain an addis
tion to the Etderslup from thuse members of the
church who have the Eughsh lunguage only, the
Muderator made » very happy, allusion to.a like
circumstance 1n the lustory of the primitive church,
recorded it Acty vi., that when-the aumber.of the
disciple: was multiphed there arose a murmuring
of the Grecians against the Hebrews because their
widows wefe neglected. in the daily ministiration,
which appears, from this circumstance, to. have
been under Hebrew management. To remedy this,
the apostles directed the disciples to cliovse per-
sons who should be devoted to this business ; snd
the.persons who were chosen appear, so far as we
may judge from their. Greciah names, to have.been

taken frow amongst those who had.murinured at
the exclusiveness of the Hebrew management,

Theré was very little business of much public
interest transacted at either of these meetings.

At the Toronto meeting steps were teken for
bringing the peculiar circumstances of- the minis-
ters and churches of this Presbytery more fu]ly
and particularly under the notice of the Govern-
ment 3 reposts of the Missionary Jabor performed
in dcsﬁlute places by the ministers since last meet-
ing were given in, one of these being an account
of a month's travel through the country around
Inke Siméoe by Mr. McKulican ; and new ar-
rangements. were made for the ensuing three
nwnths; and the following minute was adopted,
viz.~The Presbyrery, consldenng that the God
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of Providence has bestowed ujion us as a people,jto his people on or about the last Sabbath in Oc-
during the last summer and past harvest, much|tober.”

of II's Fatlerly goodness, recommend that the! *Phe yext ordinary meeting of the Presbytery
Ministers of this Presbytery dircet the attention of g appointed to be held in ;t Audrew’s Churceh,
their several congregations to the duty of grati “Porynty, City, on Wednesday the 2nd day of Jan-
tude to God for tetnporal blessings, and thata ser | ary nexr, at seven o'clock, Po M., und to be opene
mon on this subject be preached by each ministerlcd with sermon.

L

THEOLCGICAL SEMINARIES IN THE UNITED STATES,

, Names, | Places. | Denonnnation. 1 F'd.iS's,
“Bangor Theological Seminary Bangor, Maine. Congregational 811 6
Theological Seminary Andover, Massachusetts, Do, 180z} 129.
T heological School Cambridge, Do. Cong Unitarian  |1824] 36
Theological Institution i Newton, Do. Baptist 1823} 53
Theclogical Depariment Yale Col: New Haven, Conn. Congregational 1824 55
Theological [ostitute Epis. Church New York, N. Y Prut. Episcopal 1814 65
Theological Seminary of Auburn Auburny, Do, Pie<hyterian 1521} 54
. Hamilton. Theological Jnstitute Hamilton, Do. Baptist 1820 38
Hartwick Scminary. Hanwick, Do. . Lutheran 1816 9
Theologica)l Sem. Dutch Ref, Ch. New Bionswick, N.J. Dutch Reform. —] o4
Theological Sem. Pres. Ch. U. 8. Princcton, . Do. Presbyterian 1812] 119
Seminary Lutheran Church U. S. Geity:burg, Penn. Evan. Lutheran 1826} 90
German Reformed York, Do. Germ, Ref. Ch, [1895) ¢
Western Theologiral Seminary Alleganytown, Do, Presbyterian 1828 29
Episcopal Theological School Fainax Ce, Va. Prot. Epnspopal — 9

nmon' Theological Seminary Prince Edwaul, Co. Do. Presbyterian 1824] 50
Southern Theological Seminary Columbia, S C. -Do. 18201 21
Theological Seminary Lexington; Do, Lutheran 1832 1
Furman ‘Theological Seminary High Iills, 8. C. Baptist =l
S. West Theological Semivary Maryville, Tenn. IPre~bylcn?n 1821 22
Lane Scminary L Cincinnati, Ohio. Congregational 1829) 42

RELIGIOUS . DENOMINATIONS IN THE.UNITED STATES.
Denominations. | Min. | Charches. Communi-1  Population,
Calvanistic Baplists, 2914 4384 404,827 2,743 453
Methodist Episcopal Church, 1,777 i 575,000 2,600,000
Presbyterians, General Assembly, 1,601 2,253 182,017 1,800,000
Congregationalists, Orthodor, 1,010 1,270 140,000 1,260,000
Protestant Episcopal Church, 538 700 600,060
Universalists, 150 300 *500,000
Roman Catholics, - . . 500,100
Lutherans, 205 1,200 44,000 400,000
Christians, 200 800 25,000 275,000
German Reformed, §4 400 17,400 200,000
Friends, of Quakers, . . 400 200,000
Unitarians, Congregationnlists, 100 193 176,000
Associate and other Methodists, 350 25,000 175,000
Free-will Baptists, 00 400 16,000 150,000
Ditch Reforned, 159 194 17,8¢8 125,000
Meénnonites, . 200 30,000 126,000
Associate Preshyterians, 74 144 15,000 100,000
Cumberland Preshyterians, .50 %5 8,000 100,000
Tunkers, _ 40 40 3,000 30,000
Free Communion Baptists, 30 3,500 30,000
Seventh-day Baptists, 30 40 2,000 20,000
Six-Priniciple Baptists, . 25 30 1,800 20,000
United Brethren, or Moravians, 3 23 2,008 7,000
‘Millenial Chutch, or Shukers, a5 15 6,000
New Jerusalem Church, S0 28 5,000
Emaucipators, Baptists, 15{ . 600 - 4,500
Jewsand others not mentioned. . . : ” 150 oA 80,000
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED STATES, Comprchended in 1837,

23 Synods,
135 Preshyteries, .
2140 Ministers—of whom

771 arc Pastors, .

549 are Stated Supplics,

410 are Without charges L.
64 are Lmployed in Iiducational Seminaries,
59 are Employed in Agencies.

280 Licentiatcs,
244 Candidates,
9365 Churches,
20557 Communicants.
The following sums were saised,

For the Mission Fund, SXGB:':F?
For the Education 1*und, ‘.)Oa:i_.l
For Theological Seminaries, 20451

.-

In the Princrron Tunonooicat. Sesinany, which is under the care of the Genera) A.ssc_r'nbly, there
were at the date of the last report, (May 1336) 121 Studeuts. 'I‘)urmg the Swnmer Scssion 6 new
Students were receved, and during the Winter Scesion 531 “The highest number of Students con-
nected with the Seminary at any time thronghout the year, has been 142, o . .

In the Western Theologicul Scunnary, Pittsburgly, 57 students attcaded during the Winter Session.

mm

POETRY.,

—
From a fortkéoming Volume of Pocms by Mr. Du

gald Moore,
STANZAS TO AMISSIONARY SHIP AT HER
DEPARTURE.

Away, thou fragment of 2 world :
Fair be thy path across the deep :
Go while the winds are now unfurl'g,
And all the storms asleep.
And, oh; what wastcs thou wilt skim o'er,
‘What various climes thy wings may fan;
But may’st thou find on every shore
The sacred rights of man.

Go, and may Heaven be with thee while
Thou jouracyest o'er thy loncly road:
Go, andto every Indian Isle
Proclaim the Word of God.
And you, ye frail and erring throng,
Awake ! and be no longer dumb;
Rise! and pour forth a joytul song,
For now the light is come,.

Thou hast the Bible; then away,
Thou need’st not fear tie hurricane;
Thou hast His volume who can sway
And hush the troubled main.
Yes, he whocurbsthe tempest’s power,
Whose arm can Yoll the thunder back ;
‘Will gladden, in its darkest hour,
Thy solitary track.

How gallanily thy pinions kiss
¢ sportive gales which waftihee on ;

Which seem ta whisper songs of bliss

In solitudes so lone.
Away, away, thon beauteous thing,

Notempest o’er thy path be driven;
Away; thou ark of peace, and bring

A world estranged to heaven.

LIrE.

Life, thouart like the moth,

Thatsports at evening o'er a summerstream;
When winds and waves arcloth

‘Tomar the golden tissue of thy dream
And like that insect, when

"Tis whirl'd with every breeze that sweepest by,
A moment proud—and then

Wash'd o’er the waters to cternity.

A while thy dance is up

Amidst the sunshine ; but when dull hours come
And closethe daisy’s cup,

‘Thy wingsare frozch; and thy musi¢ dumb.
When twilight robes the ground,

And bids the glow-worm light the lonely heath,
Where are thy thonsands found=

Drifting away into the arms of death.

SONNET.
SUMMER—MID-DAY.

Tenthousand happy inseets are abroad,

The gnat, the bee, the sparkling dragon-fly,
Glancing, and humming o'er thesunny road,
And filling withtheir music the warm sky;
‘The air seems living, shining with the load,
Thebright clastic fluid of the hour;

‘The winds compress their lips, and only sigh
Around the parch’d cheeks of cach sleepy flower ;
Theazure lakeslike waveless mirrors lie
Reflecting heaven, and all its moveless crowds
Of glorious shapes ; while, solemnly and high,
The eternal hills looklikea world of clouds,
Gather'd by silence in a boundless hall ;

A sphere of light, which draws the raptured eye
Toscenesof love, where God isall in all,




